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comes to; but it used to be ground for a barrel of potatoes for four days’
work.

13151, It is not paid for in money ; is if paid for in land *—The pay-
ment i3 never in money., In former days it wos one day’s work fora
barrel of potato grouad.

13152, Was the farm of Borv given to the present Mr M‘Donald or
his predecessor t—Mr William M‘Neill had it.

13153. But when M‘Neill lost it, was it given to the present Mr
Macdonald ¥—TIt was given to thizs Mr Macdonald on Mr M‘Neill's death.

13154. How long ago is that *—I am not sure.

13155. Who is your proprietor ?—Lord Dunmore.

13156, My Fraser-Mackintosh.—What kind of stock has Mr Macdonald
upon his half 3 Is it sheep or cattle, or does he crop it ; and if he crops it,
how much #~Both cattle and sheep.

13157, Does he farm also i—There is not much of it under erop this
year.

13158. Is there a fence between the crofters and Mr Macdonald i—
There is a stone dyke on the east side ; on the ether side is macher land,
where the sand is coustantly drifting up and down, and a fence could not
be erected. .

Lacaraxy Murzno, Crofter, Bernera (ahout 60}—cxamined.

13159, The Chairmen.—You heard the paper read by the preceding
delegate +—VYes,

13160. And you heard what the previous delegate said 1—Yes.

13161, Do you agree with everything ¥— Yes, every word, so far as I
know.

13162. Have you any complaint to make about the sea-weed —No, we
have plenty of sea-ware. The wind drives it towards us.

13163. Have you liberty to gatler it on the shore of the tack as well
a3 on your own +—That gentleman never prevented us.

13164. He never charged any money for it -—He never charged us any
money for it,

13165. Whers do you get yoar peats from now '—The island of Tay.

13166. Have you liberty to take it there witlou: paying, or do you
pay —That island is our owu ; we pay rent for it

13167, Is anybedy living on it I—No.

13168, Is there plenty of peatt—Yes, but it is falling off

13169. How far from Bernera is it It takes about three-quarters of
an hour rowing on a good day with a favourable wind.

13170. Is there any peat on the tack ?—There is no peat at all on the
island of Dernera.

13171, Do the tacksman’s people get their peat from Tay +—No, they
get it from another island that Mr Macdonald has called Vacasay.

13172, Is that nearer than Tay ~No, Vacasay is a little outside Tay ;
but another island where Mr Macdonald’s grieve and some of Lis people
live and get their peats is nearer than Bernera—the island of Stroma.

13173. Do you think, if you could get back the farm of Borv, it would
make you all comfortable +—There is no doubt we would be. It iz the
searcity of the land which leaves us in the condition we are.

13174 Have you anything more to say I have to say of my own
eroft that the rent is £5, My family eonsists of my wife and myself, and
all we can raise on my croft will not support us for three months.
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13175, What stock do you keep T—Two eows and a mare,

13178. Any sheep}—About six ewes, but it is on other people’s land;
I buy grass for them. I buy the seed which I put into my ground.

13177. Where do you get the thatch for your houses V—We formerly
used to thatch our houses with straw, when we had more of it, but since
then we chiefly thatch them with beut, which we mostly get from Mr
Macdonald.

13178. Does Mr Macdonald make you pay for it with labour or other-
wise, or does he give it to you for vothing 1—That gentleman would take
nothing from any poor man whom he could help.

13179, If you had more nets could you do more with the fishing—
Those who are fit for it undoubtedly would. It is past my time,

13180. Had you more nets in olden times +—We never did much with
the herricg fiskery, and kad not many nets for that purpose till withia the
last few years, when a few of them got nets.

13181, 1r Fraser-Mackintosh.—Are the people in arrears of rent, or
are they able to pay their rent +—I have not for five years sold a beast off
my own lands till last year, when I sold a stirk to pay the rent.

13182, ]z the landlord easy upon you ia the matter of arrears+—We
can say ndthing against the landlord.  Many things can be done under a
Inird without his kpowledge,

13183, You complain of paying for a doctor. Where does the doctor
live +—He lives here at Obe.

13184. Does he sometimes go to Bernera i—Very seldom.

13185, Is he of use to youl—He must be doing some good, for we
sometimes send for bim or go to him.

13186. And you say you still pay for the old packet, What is this
payment *—There was formerly a packet which used to run between this
and Tist, and also a packet that ran to Skye. There is no packet now.

13187, Do you say you have still to pay the packet money %—1I cannot
say positively, except that I heard some say it was so.

13188, Would you rather be without a doctor or pay this money +—Any
one of us might break his arm or leg, and then we would need a doctor,

13188, The Chairman.—Do you make this payment about the packet
distinctly, or is it paid along with your rent +—1 pay £3.

13190, What taxes are laid upon you besides that’—I am not very
sure. Thers is 5s. of road money and 5s. for the doctor. I think they
all pay that. There is so much in the pound for poor and schoul rates,

13191, Si rif Nieolson,—Do you need a road in the island i—VYes; we
are in need ¢ - road from south to north.

13192, Have you any whesled earts &—There is one cart in the island.

13193. Would carts be useful to youl—I don't know. On the west
side of the island where I live it wonld be very difficult to make roads
for us, it is 5o subjeet to the drifting of the sand.

13194. How do you bring your sca-ware up to the arable land }—On
horses. [Afaleolm M*Lead.—Tn the time of my father there was an assess-
ment of 2s. 6d. for the minister, 2s..6d. for the packet, and 2s. éd. for
the doctor, and when Sir Edward Scott bought the north end of Harris
there was a doetor appointed for that part of the island, and Zs. 6d. was
added to the former assessment on our island for two doctors—one for
each end of the island. We would like to know the details of the taxzes
which we ars called upon to pay, which are not specified in the receipts

that are given to us.]
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Roperick Ross, Crofter, Geoerab (63)—examined.

- 13185, The Chairman.—Were you freely elected by your peopls +—
es,

13196, Have you a written statement?—No. It is only four days
since we got nofice of this meeting, which was conveyed to us by the Rev.,
Mr Darvidson.

13197, Then what statement have you to make on the part of your
people +—It is now thirty-five or thirty-six years since I went to live in
the Bays. There were eleven crofts or lots when I want to live at Geo-
crab, There was only one cottar’s house there at that time. There are
now twenty-six erofters, who have the same lands among them that the
eleven had. I may call them zll cottars except thres. The rest have only
bits of the land that their fathers had.

13198, How many families are there altogether at this moment }—
Twenty-six of all classes,

13199, Are the additional families the natural increase of the original
families, or have they been brought in from other places +—There is one
family that came from Sir Edward Scoft's property.

113:200. Only one t—Another from Lewis, The rest geew up in the
place.

13201, Since you came there, has any eommon pasture land or any
other land been taken away from the people +—-No. Before my time the
land was divided into eight lots by a surveyor—Mr M‘Lade. Then after
that there were three additional crofts taken off these eight, increasing
the number to eleven, and there was no reduction in the rent of the eight.

13202, But my question was, since the time of the eleven lots has any
of the land been taken from you and given to the tacksmant—No. There
was no Jand taken away in Geocrab.

13203. Has the whole rent of Geocrab been increased in your time +—
Lord Dunmore has not raised the rent one penay so far s I know, or his
father or mouther before him.

13204, What stock do you keep yourself #—T have a right to keep four
cows, but as I have only haif a croft I can only keep two cows. The other
half of my croft was given to a brother-in law of mine.

13205. No horses +—There is not a horse to be seen in the place. It is
all rocks. We are so surrounded by rocks that sometimes we never see
the sun atall. There are three hours of the day when we don’t know there
iz a sun ab all.  There is no prohibition of horses.

13206. How many sheep do you keep ¥—I have about a dozen sheep,
but T might keep as many as I like. )

13207, Ts the common pasture very large I —Yes ; our hilt marches with
Lord Dunmore’s forest, bat there is no prolnbrtmn how far we may extend
our pasture. We suffer no injury or trouble from being on the same march
with him.

13208, What rent do you pay 2—£6, 0s. 64. of rent, and 10s. of taxes,
Up to four years ago I was paying 17s. 6d., now T only pay 10s. There
was 10s. of road money at that time.

15209, Then what is the chief complaint *—The complaint is that at the
time I spoke of first there were only eight or eleven crofters, when we had
Jand enough to let a sufficient quantlty of it lie fallow and recover its
strength, which it cahnot now do.

13210, Is there any part of Lord Dunmore’s forest which would be use-
ful as arable ground +-—The forest is, for the most part, quite unsaited for
cultivation ; the only ground near us suitable for cultivation is Luseantire.
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13211, Sheriff Nicolson.—But there never were any crofters there —It
is not suitable for erofters. Itis mostly wild moor, and some pasture lower
down.

13212, Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—Has not the farm of Luscantire
had a reputation in former times for its cattle?—Yes, the lower
part of it—8hellibost and Isibost—ia very well situated. That iz good
land,

13213. You have stated that you only received notice that the Com-
mission was to sit here to-day four days ago. Dun’t you receive news-
papers in this place +—We heard there was such a Commission, but knew
nothing of the time they would be here. Mr Davidson himself did not
know.

13214, Are you not aware that notices were sent some considerable
time ago, thongh there seems to have been some accident +—[Rev. Ir
Davidson.—There was notice sent to me, but it was just on Friday last
week that I received it from the secretary of the Commission. ] —I am not
awarce that the notices were sent any sooner.

13215. Would there have been more delegates appointed if there had
been time ?-~Thore might have besn more, but they would have nothing
more to say than I have teld,

Donarp MorrisoN, Crofter, Geocrab (76)—examined.

13216. The Chairman.—Have you been freely elected by the people?
—The time was so short that there was no meeting of the people. It was
Mr Davidson who mentioned it to me.

13217. Have you any statement to make to the Commission 7—I ean
add a little more to what the previous witness said. I was there when
there were ounly eight tenants in Geocrab.

13218. How long ago is that %—Defore my father’s time there were no
people there at all. No person can conceive what kind of a place it is
without seeing it. There is no highway there for eart nor horse. I was
born there.

13219. When you remember at first were the lands held on the run-
rig system, or were they already divided into lots 2—They had it among
them incommon. They had no lots among them, but the hill was divided
into four parts, cach of which was divided between two.

13220. Was the arable ground divided every year or every three years ?
—Every year.

13221. Was that a better system than the system of making separate
lots, or is it better in lots 2—The lots were better, but the people in these
times preferred to have them in common. T have seen & woman weeping
at being separated from her neighbours by the division of the crofts.

13222, Whom did they pay their rent to? Did they pay it to the
tacksman or pay it to the laird =—To M‘Laod of M‘Leod.

13223. Did they have summer shielings then? Did they drive the
cattle to the Lills, and live there in summer }—We did.

13224, Do they do that anywhere now at all#—1I don’t thick thero is
any such thing done now, Everybody had shielings in my youth.

13225. But you still have the same pastures they had when you were
young +—We have the same hill.

13226. Do you send the cattle up7—7Yes, we do.

13227. And how do you manage them if there is nobody living there ¢
—Everybody herds his own cattle,
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13228, Who divided the lots of the arable ground evary year? Wasit
the people themselves or the ground officer +—The tenants made the
division themselves. When people were removed from Rodel, that was the
first thing that spoiled us, There were twenty-four tenants there. Three
of them were sent in among us, and the rent was not changed, and these
people paying their own additional rents.

13229, Sheriff Nicolson.—With reference to these summer shiclings, -

will you explain exactly what was done ¥ At what titne of the year wera
the cattle sent up —In the begzinning of summer.

13230. How long did they remain there +—Till Lammas.

13231. Were all the cattle, young and old, sent up +—All, young and
-old.

13232, Who accompanied them, and had they bothies?—Yes, the
women and children went, and stayed the whole summer, livieg in these
shielings,

13233. They milked the cows, I presume, just as you do at home$—
Yes, leaving the milk in the shielings.

13234. Did they make any butter or cheese in the shielinga}—VYes,

13235. And the wowen apd children occupied themselves, I presume,
in spinniog +—Yes, they used to spin with distaffs and spindles.

13236, Was it always a happy time at the shieling? Did they look
forward to it with pleasure 7—Yes, they had pleasant times there.

13237, Were you there frequently when a buy?-—Yes, I often helped
also,

13238. You were there s a child, and helped there %—Yes, and lived
in the shielings.

13239. Did you use to sing songs and have music +—Yes, those that
could would sing.

13240. And did the woman sing when they were spinning outside, or
milking their cows $—It is they that would. In those times they would
sing and dance, and have tunes,

13241, Was there any particular sopg or rhyme that they used to
repeat at the time they started +—1I have no recollection of ary particular
chant which they repeated.

13242. Itis mentioned in a paper by Mr Carmichael in the third volume
of Mr SBkene’s Celtic Secotlandt—I mnever saw or heard anything of
the sort,

13243, What were the little huts like that you hed on the hills I—Like
ordinary houses built of stone and turf. "We slept on the floor with the
heather below us,

13244, Ar Fraser-Mackiniosh.—You mentioned the name of MTeod
of Harris. Did Harris once belong to M‘Leod of M‘Leod +—VYes.

13245. Do you recollect when Harris belonged to the M‘Leods?—Yes.

13246. In whose time did the crofters and small people begin to be
removed or sent out of the country?—1I don’t know when it began, but
the last eviction took place in my father's time.

13247. Do you know 2 namesake of your own called Donald Morrison
living not far from here —Yes,

13248. You have often spoken together =—Yes, I know him very well.

13249. Do you know anything remarkable in the life of that Donald ?
—I don’t know anything particular.

13250. Was he in prison at Inverness7—Yes, he was,

13251, What brought him there 7—For something he was conecerned in
that was done against the authorities at the time the people were being
removed. I was at Portree fishing when the eutter brought them to Por-
iree.
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13252, Where did this take place —These people were removed from
the west side of the island—from Little and Middle Borv.

13253, Have you seen in your day many people sent away to Americat
—7Yes I have seen some,

13254. Do you know what became of them? Have you had any good
agceounts of them out there?—Yes, good accounts have been received of
some of them?

13255, Did any of them ever come back to visit this part +—None of
them ever come back to see this part of the country.

13256. Did the erofters that remained here in South Harris benefit in
any way by the sending away of the people to America, or, if not, who
beoefited 1—No, their condition was in no way improved. They were
sent away to the Bays. If there was any benefit derived by anybody it
was by those who got the land we had, such as Mr Stewart.

13257. Were there any others who got some of the crofters’ lands?
‘Was not the tack of Rodel enlarged by the removal of crofters —Yes, the
land from which the people were removed was also added to the farm of
Rodel. That was when Mr Macdonald was factor.

Hucr Morrrson, Crofter, Finsbay (50)—examined.

13258, The Chairman,—Have you been {reely elected a delegate by
the people }—Yes.

13259, How many people were there at the meeting%—There was no
meeting, We knew nothing of it till Friday last.

13260. Then who named you to come here +—I was only to-day asked
to go by the people of the place, along with two others. The Hotices
that were sent to us were kept back somewhere.

13261, What have you got to say on behalf of the people of Finsbay ¥
—TI am one of seventeen families living there, where formerly there were
only two.

13262, How long is it since there were two T —About twenty years ago.

13263. Where did the other families come from?—They come from
every place that was being put in order, and from which the people were
being removed.

3264, Was the land of Finsbay divided among them{—Somebedy of
the name of Trotter came and divided the two lots into tsn. There are
only ten lots still

13203, Were the rents reduced to the two men who formerly held
them —The rent remained the same as before for the whole place.

13266, But it was divided among ten people —VYes.

13267. And now is the same rent divided among the seventeen +—The
additional seven are cottars, who pay no rent. There are one hundred
souls altogether on the place,

13268. How did these cottars growup? Were they the natural increase
of the place i--Yes, these cottars have grown up on the place. There is
nothing elss 2 man ean do who has to remain and support his father and
live in the place as best he ean.

12269. What is the summing of the full croft %—Their highest rents
are 25s.

13270. And vwhat stock do they keep? the summing?—One cow,
two sheep, no Lorses, 'We have nothing to work with Lut the spade and
the crocked spade,
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13271. How do the people support themselves? Have they any fish-
ing 7—We live by fishing. I began as a fisher on the east coast when I
was sixteen years old, and continued it as long as I was able, but I am not
able now,

13272, Have you good boatst—Yes,

13273. And nets+—Yes. That is what has always supported wus, and
not the land.

13274, Do they make more by fishing now than they used to do when
you were sixteen 1—No, there is no difference in that respect. The fisking
has deteriorated here and everywhere else since that time.

13275, But you say you went to the east coast. Has the fishing
deteriorated on the east coast +—1It is not so good as it was in my time.

13276. We have beard that the wages of the fishermen who go to the
east coast have been increased. Are you sare they are not higher now
than they were when you were young '—Their wages depend entirely on
the fishing that they make.

13277. They get so much per eran?—Yes.

13278. Do they get the same sum per cran now that they got when yon
were sixteen 2—I daresay they get that and more now.

13179, What is the remedy you wish to have for your condition +—3ore
of the land which God created for man to take his living out of.

13280, Is there any land adjacent to your township at Finsbay which
could be added to your crofts —There is ; there is a tack beside us,

13281, What is the name of the tack 9—Cuidinish.

13283, How long is it since that tack was created —About twenty-five
or twenty-six years ago.

13283. Who lived uvpon the land before +—Tenantry.

13284, Did any part of it belong to these people of Finsbay as hill
pasture 2—The pecple who were removed frum Cuidinish were sent away
to Australia.

13285. My Fraser-Mackintosh.—What i the name of the present tenant
of Cuidinish —A Mr M‘Leod.

13286. Is he resident there —His son lives there. He has the farm
of North Harris,

13287, You say you want land, and are very much crowded. Did you
apply to the proprietor or anybody authorised by him for more land 1—
Yes, we were asking it from the proprietor when he was here this winter.

13288, What did he say to you —He had nothing fo say against it,
but the lease has still some time to rnn.  'We have nothing to say against
the proprietor; he is a very goed laird.

13289, Then he did not refuse yon +—No.

13290. Do you know how long the lease of this place has to run?—
About two years,

13291. Are you living in hopes then =—Yes.

13792. Was there auy particalar reason for removing them from the
farm—the people who were sent to Australia $—No, they went of their
own free will

13293, Were they not making a living out of it +—They were making
a living there. They went away because they thought they would do
better in Australia.

13294, At that time did the pecple of Finsbay not think of applying
for it? Were they crowded twenty-five years ago -—We did uot ask for
Cuidinish then. If we bad done so, we would not have got it.

13285. Who first got it when the poor people went off —2Malcolm
M<Leod got it first, the father of the present occapant.

13296. Are you in arrears of rent—I mean the people in the township?
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—XNo. They are in debt for meal and for food, I have two sons in the
militia, and it is on what they get there that we depend.

13297. Does not each man bring home £8 and a pair of shoes, and
some other extras from the militia ?—They bring home not more than £2
or £2, 10s, They cannot bring more.

13298, As the people are not in arrears to the landlord, may we take
it that they are in a position to take this land of Cuidinish, and stock it?
—Yes, if we got a reasonable rent that we could afford to pay.

13299, What 1s your principal food in this township - eal and water.

13300. Are you scarce of milk 3—2ilk is not to be had at all

13301. What foed do you give to the children +—Porridge.

‘13302, What do you give them instead of milk ?—Sugar and treacle.

13303. Do you give them tea 7—Sometimes.

13304, Ts it a great want in the bringing up of the children not to have
milk}—There are some of them that would do very well if they had
enough of food without milk, which they have not. We get mussels on
the shore near us, which we make use of ag part of our food.

13305, The Chairman.—Do you get that habitually, or only when you
are in very great straits I—It is only when we have no other food that we
go to get the mussels to live on.

Jouxn Macpoxaup, Farmer and Factor, Newton, North Uist—re-examined.

13306, The Chairman.—Do you wish to give any explanation about
Bernera, or was there anything incorrect in what was stated 7—] cannot
say I recollect anything.

13307. Can you say generally whether you think the small tenants of
Bernera suffer any peculiar hardships or disadvantages +—The greatest
hrardships they suffer, in my opinion, is theiv own doing in the subdivision
of the lands.

13308. Is their crowded condition more owing to the natural increase
of the population, or to persons having been bronght from Pabbay or other
places among them }—To the increase of the population most,

13309, Were any brought there from other places’—I was- not
acquainted with the place at the time they may have been brought there,

13310. Has any effort been made or uny care been taken by the pro-
prietors to carry the young people away or provide for them in any other
place, and in any other manner —The Dowager Lady Dunmore always
took a great intercst in the young people on the estate, and I believe she
would have done something for them, if they were willing themselves to
leave the place. She was always willing to assist, and always assisting
the poor people on the estats. She is always kind to the people, and [
am aware the present countess does as much as is in her power for the
people. She often helped them.

13311, They complain of having heen deprived of two small islands
which had formerly been associated with their place I—I have heard that
stated, but I was not acquainted with the place at the time that happened.

13312, How long have you been in the tack at Borv?—Twenty years,

13313. Do you think the people have been deteriorating during that
time in their condition +—Not till very recently, The failure of the erops
and bad seasons have conduced to that

13314 Who is in possession of those two small islands which they
complain have been taken eway from them$%—The proprictor, Lord
Dunmore. That is Hermitray and Sasay, .
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13315, What use does he make of them—He has cattle on both
islands.

13316. Does ke keep any manager liviog on them *—No, thers ia no one
living on either of the islands.

13317. Do you think that these islands would really be very useful to
the people i—Do you think they would do them much good if they had
them +—If they could stock them they would.

13318. You have no house on the farm of Borv 2 —None.

13319, Mr Fraser-Mackintosh,—You said that until the last few years
the people did not seem to be falling off at Bernera, Don’t you think,
judging by the number of families there now, that they are very muchk
crowded +— They are very much crowded.

13320. Don't you really think something ought to be done? T don’t
ask you what, but something ought to be donet—Well, for the benefit of
those who remain, and the ben:fit of those who go away, I really think
something should be done.

13321, For the benefit of all concerned ¥—For the benefit of all con-
cerned, the island should be relieved of a portion of ita present population.

13322, How many people do you think there would be there in the
time of the famous Sir Norman Macleod —1I cannot say af all.  He was
living in the end the crofters now possess, and had it as a farm. I don’t
know whether he had the other end of the island.

Kenxgra Macponarn, Farmer, Scarista-vore (70)}—examined.

13323. The Chairman.—You have a farm in South Harris +—Yes,
Searista-vore.

13324, Have you been long resident in the country ¥—T came to Harris
about fifty-one years ago,

12325. Does your family belong to this country, or to another part of
Scotland ?—I don’t belong to this part of the country. I am a Ross-
shireman.

13326, Since yon have been here, what do you think of the progress of
the country and its people?! Do you think they are getting worse or
getting better I—So far as I can say conscientionsly, they are getting
better physically, morally, and in every sense of the word. They are
better clad, and they are better fed than they wers wheun I remember them
firat. '

13327. Do yon agree with those who state that there has been a great
deterioration of the soil by overcropping %—Decidedly. T agree with that.
Another cause of the deterioration of the seil is this. TIn my first recollec-
tion of Harris, I remember in the winter time the first thing & man did
was $0 go and clear the snow from the doors, and we had a great deal of
frost. There is nothing of that now., The frost congested the soil so that
nothing of the sap was lost, bat we have perpetnal rains now, which drive
away the sap. I believe that has as much to do with the deterioration of
the land as overcropping. Overcropping we know will exhaust the soil.

13328, Then you think the climate has altered, and altered for the
worse i—For the worse, because we very seldem see snow, aud frost
we have no continuance of, which was not in my first recollection.

13329, If in your recollection, the land has been more subdivided and
moze exhausted, how do you account for the fact that the people are better
fed and better dressed? Do they earn more wages -—A great deal. I
believe that £200 of money comes to Harris now for every pound thas
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came in my first recollection. There was no such thing as herring fishing.
There was in some places cod and ling fishing. There was no such thing
as jobster fishing. I happen to be an agent of the first company that
started for sending the lobsters to London. Then an emormous amount
of money is brought in now for clothes by the Countess of Dunmore. 1
remember one year paying an account of her ladyship, £1235 for webs
of cloth alone. They still go on manufacturing.

13330, Is it manunfactured in hand-looms —Yes,

13331, What material do they use?—FEntirely wool grown in the
island.

13332. And the dyes$—And the dyes.

13333. Is thers any of the wool of the primitive race of sheep—the old
Highland sheep, or is it blackfaced and Cheviot 2—It is blackfaced aud
Cheviot. The old primitive sheep are done.

13334, Cae we see a specimen?—VYes, if you go to St Kilda,

13333, Sheriff ¥icolson.—I think we saw them in South Ulst 9—Yes,
but you will not see then: in Harris.

13336, The Chairman.—Was the wool of fine quality%—I caonct
answer that, for T have never seen any,

13337. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—How much rent do yon pay yourself?
—£145,

13338. You spoke about the winters now not being so severe—that is
to say that frost and snow are comparatively unknown. Are hizh winds
now more prevalent than they used to be?t—-Decidedly. When there is
very keen frost there is scarcely any wind at all; but now, since we have
no frost and constant raing, we have blustering winds continually, prin-
cipally from the 8.8.W. and W.

13339. Most of the delegates who appeared before ns said that the old
times were better, but have you given an answer to his Lordship in the
chair upon very careful consideration and observation +—Yes, very.

13340, You are in constant communication with the peoplet—Yes, I
remember seeing them going to church, and the difference between ths
clothing and attire of the families going to church then was as different as
day 1is from night, ‘

13341, Is it better in reality +—Bettor in reality.

13342, But one man,a country tailor, and should know better than others,
at Dunvegsn, called all the fine clothing the women wear  south country
rags,” as distinguished from their fine home-spun cloth. Do you sgree
with the tailor &1 should not agree with that, for they are proverbial in
Harris for their good spinming, their good weaving, and their govd making
of clothes for themselves, not only over Great Britain, but over the whole
Continent. You hear of Harris tweeds hers, there, and everywhere. My
coat was grown on the farm, woven on the farm, and made on the farm.

13343. But many of the people state here that for want of sheep, and
being overcrowded, they are not able to spin, and they would like to go
back to the old times —Well, so far as South Harris is concerned, of the
number of sheep I can say nothing. Of North Harris I cac give every
sheep every man has.

13344, We have been fold, and I believe, and it is pretty geuerally
supposed, that the temper of the people is much sobered in amusements
and otherwise, and that they are not so jovial, and there is not so much
amusement in the way of singing’and dancing as there was in their younger
duays. Is that so or not%—Possibly so. They are very sober and most
respectable people. 1 don’t believe you could find in any other part of
Scotland people more sober.

13345, Sherif Nicolson.—DBut do you use the word sober in the sense of




Minutes of Evidence. 859

being quiet, or as regards temperance—as to their being very steady?
—They are very steady.

133468, Mr Fruser-Mackintosh.—Have you any poets or bards among
you +—7Yes, there was one celebrated poet, but he died about two years
ago. The Harris bard, he was always called.

13347. What was his name!—Neil Mackinnon,

13348, Where did he stay 1—Luscantire,

13349. I wish to put a question or two in regard to the proprietors of
this estate, so far as you know, from the time it left the M‘Leods. Who
was the first proprietor from the main branch +—Captain M7Leod, son of
Sir Norman M Tecd.

13350. Was he a purchaser %—He was the first purchaser. He was the
first purchaser from M‘Leod of M‘Leod.

13351. How many generations of these M‘Leods were there +—There
were thres, Capfain M‘Leod’s son was Mr Hugh M‘Leod, but he took
hiz mother’s name of Hume, and his son Alexander was the last proprietor
of Harris, who sold it to the present Lord Dunmeore’s grandfather.

13352, How far back was that T—Lord Danmore bought it forty-nine
years ago.

13353. What was the price? Do you know the price +—£60,000 for
the estate, and £500 for the purchase of the patronage = £60,500.
Tradition said that £15,000 was the price originally paid for it to M:Leod
of M‘Leud.

13354. We bave been told there i3 a small portion of Harris—the lands
of Ensay and Pabbay—helonging to Mr Stewart. When were they sold ?
—By the present Lord Dunmore, not very many years ago,

13355. And he also sold North Harris +—Ves.

13356, It was the present Lord Dunmore who sold the whele 7—Yes.

13357. To Sir Edward Scott —Yes.

13358. The Chalrman.—Are you able to tell us about Bernera in old
times —Bir Norman was the whole tacksman.  He had not it as property
at all. He was a tacksman under MLeod.

13359. And did he live at the tacksman’s end or at the crofters’ end ?
—He lived in the end which the erofters have now—much sbout the
middle of the island,

13360. Are there any remains of his old honse I—The walls. He lived
in a thatched house.

13361, Do you think he had a large population of crofters and cottars
in those days*—T am sure he had not. He just had the servants—all
those about him who could work a farm.

13362, Sherif Nicolsom.—Were there some evictions which you
renmember, from the place where you are now living +—Yes,

13363, When was that ™Y can bardly condescend upon the date. It
is over forty years ago, I believe.

13364, Were there not very severe measures resorted to for removing
the people +—Decidedly—very severe.

13365, Was not the Black Watch actually called upon to take pars in
that unpleasant work1—No, it was not the Black Wateh, it was the
78tk

13366. Where did they come from !—They were brought all the way
from Fort George.

13367, And where were the people transported to *—I cannot tell, but
I believe they were scattered and transplanted here and there in the
country.

13368, You don't think they were carried to the colonies +—Oh, no.

13369. The Chairmun.—They may have emigrated I cannot
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remember. I believe a few of them did emigrate, but I cannot say how
many.

13370. Have you ever seen any corresponcdence between emigrants to
America from this island and their relatives in this country 1—1I have.

13371. Was it of a satisfactory kind $—Most satisfactory. [ knew one
man who left North Harris. He was pot driven away. Ile was a very
industrious man, and in consequence of his industry he now drives to
church in his carriage in Australia. His name is Allan M‘Leod. There
are various others I know of who went to America, and I had letters from
them.

13372. Afr Fraser-Muckinfosh.—Were they voluntary emigrants?t—
Voluntary emigrants. There was one man, Joln Campbell, a shoemaker
and cottar, who went to America with some others, and most satisfactory
accounts were received from him, expressing the comfort he is enjuying.
He s in Canada.

13373. Are you aware there is a great disinclination to emigrate I—1I
am.
13374. Does it exist heret—Yes, I know it for a fact, becanse I have
besn making inquiries and making overtures to parties, if they choose to
go, to give them every advantage and assistance, and not only assistance
to take them there, but assistance to see them comfortably planted there.

13375. To what do you attribute this disinelination +—My iden is that
it is the want of education, aud that as education progresses the disinclina-
tion will disappear. Such is my idea.

13376. Had you ever to do with this estate at any time %—1 had.

13377, Were you factor i—For a short time.

13378, Who stays at Rodel now &I believe the house is being prepared
for his Lordship.

13379. There iz no resident tenant now —No.

13380, Skerif Nicolson.—Have you had any visit in the island of
Harris from gentlemen who have visited some of the other islands
endeavouring to enlighten the people as to their rights, and to stir
them up to do something to better their position +—If .you are kind
enough to let me know the gentlemen you refer to, I shall answer the
guestion, but not till then.

13331, I am not going to name them, because there are some we ara
not entirely acquainted with, but there have been persons who have visited
the island of Skye, and other islands, to stir up the people ?—They dare
not show their faces in Harris. [ was told there was a very eelebrated
man speechifying on the pier at Tarbert, about ten days ago, the editor
of the Highlander, and that is the only man who I ever heard came to
Harris at all, '

13382, Did he not got a good reception $—1I cannot tell, because I was
thirteen and a half miles away.

13383. So that any expression we have heard to-day of grievances that
the people here or in the adjacent islands are suffering from, is entirely
spontaneous, and has unot been stirred up in their minds by persons
outside +—1I don't believe it was. I think it was entirely spontaneous.

TroMas BRYDONE {27)—exzamined.

13384, The Chairman.—You are local factor for Lord Dunmore 3—
Yes.
13385. How long have you been facter 7—Six months only.
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13386, You have not had much time then to ascertain the wishes or
condition of the people +—Xo.

13387. Has there been anything said to-day in your presence on which
you wish to make any remark +—No, I doo’t think there is, As far as
the crofts are concerned there seems to be some misunderstanding, becanse
the blame seems to be laid on the proprietors and factors as to the size of
the crofts, A ecrofter, in general, if he keeps a croft, in most cases
divides it with some of his sons, who get married, without the consent of
the proprietor or factor. It stands to reason that a whole croft will carry
one family better than two or three, divided up, and I think if only one
family lived on & croft they could make a comfortable living, but it is the
cottar that ruins them, and it is eottars who deteriorate the land by con-
stant cropping; and with the most of the laund, if there were ouly one
family on it, they could leave perhaps a little of the land out for two or
three years, and leave it under grass, and then bring it in again,

13388. Then you think the subdivision of the crofts has generally been
the result of the people settling their own children upon them T—VYes.

13389. Are you aware whether in former times the proprietors have
made systematic efforts to provide for the younger branches of these families
elsewhere +—1I don't kuow, but [ think young men ought to have enough
courage in themselves to go forth, as I have done myself, and many a one
besides, It is much better than getting married and settling down on an
acre of land.

13390. Can you tell us the nature of the relief works whick Lord
Dunmore has provided with a view to the present necessities of the
country —Draining, fencing, and building dykes, repairing piers, and so
onm.
13391, We heard from Mr Davidson a great complaint about the want
of a road along the eastern shore of the island. Has that want been
brought to your knowledge ¥—There has been nothing said to me about if;
I know the road, at least the most of it.

13392, Is it now in a very bad state?—Yes; there was a read made
part of the way at one time, but it is mostly all broken up. It is not
passable for vehicles,

13393. -Has any of the recent work been bestowed on that road t—
No.

13394. Would it be very nseful I—Well, they have got no horses on
the east side of the island, and they mostly do all their work jwith boats.
Unless for foot passengers, I don’t think it would do much good. They
could have ponies, certainly, if the road were made. They could not take
a pony there now, but if they had it right they could.

13395. In other parts of the islands are wheeled carriages used —Only
along the main road to Tarbert.

13396, Afr Fraser-Mackintosh.~—Are you in a separate district of ronds?
Who has the charge of the roads?*—The trustees here. I am not sure,
but T think Mr Macdonald, Scarista-vore, has something to do with it.

13397. Is Harria a district of itself, or is it counected with the Long
Island +—1I cannot say.

13398. You have stated that for the subdivision of crofts you hold the
landlords are not responsible in any way I cannot say, but in most cases
they are not in the meantime.

13399, Have you seen any estate regulations bearing upon the manage-
ment of farms and crofts} Is there such a thing —1 bave not seen such
a thing.

13400. For the work which has been given by the Dunmore family, do
the people seem to have been very thankful and willing to get it +—Yes.
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13401. Was it paid in money, or put to account of arrears }—It was
paid in money.

13102, Probably there would be cottars who would not be much in
arrears +—Some of the cottars get money also.

13403, If they were not in arrear they would get the money +—Yes,

13404, Arz you authorised to intimate, or are you aware, that there are
any further improvements or expenditure guing on on the estate +-—Well
there may be, I expest, ia another year.

13405. But you don’t know what the nature of those may be I—Road-
making.

13408, The Chairman.—What value is the labour hers, compared with
the labour in Aberdeenshire! Do the people work as much or do as
mueh I—XNo, and they are not paid as much.

13407, For a long day’s work in the summer, what are the common
wages of the people here I—Twelve shillings to fifteen shillings a week for
common labour.

13108. And you would be paying in Aberdeenshire from 1Bs. to 20s 1
—VYes, they get from 18s, to 25s,

13409, Do you think the amount of wages has much to do with the
amount of work donal Ts it the custom of the eountry +—Well, I think
they are fully as well paid on the mainland as they arz here.

13410. I mean, if you give a man higher wages, will he do more work 1
—XNo, I don’t think ke will.

13411, My Fraser-Mackintosh.—Do the family, either one or other of
the members of it, live here a good part of the year +—Yes, his Lordship
lives pretty often here.

13412, Will he live here four or six mpnths of the year, in the course
of the whole year %—1I can only speak of the time I have been here myself,
but he has been here I may say & few months since last Martinmas,

13413. Bat he is always here every year }—TYes, and he stays some
time, and he knows the meost of the crofters, and takes a great interest in
them,

13414, Does he speak Gaelic 7—Yes he can speak Gaelic.

13415. Sheriff Nicolson.—Can you speak Gaelic yourself +—Yes.

13516. The Chatrman.—How did you learn it*—1 was born in ths
south of Aberdecnshire, and I was brought up in Athole, where thers was
nothing but Gaelic spoken, and I was obliged to learn it,

13417, Sheriff Nicolson.—And you find it a decided advantage to know
it, to make what you infend fo convey to the natives clear 7—Yes, it is not
guitable for one in my position to be without Gaelic in this country.

13418, Don’t you think there might be a great injustice done without
any intention, through people not understanding what was attempted to
be conveyed to them in a langunage they did not understand 3-—Yes, I quite
believe it.

13419. The Chairman.—What do yon think are the prospests of plant-
ing in this country; do you think it will be possible to establish any
plauntations +—1I think it would never pay.

13420. But without paying, would they grow 1—Well, in some parts of
the island they would ; in sheltered places they grow very well.

13421. Bat you don’t think it conld be a source of profit or improve-
ment to the island —T don’t think it would.

13422, Do you think that much good could be done by fencing—by
the erection of stone fences +—T don’t know where they are required much,
Wire fences would be more suitable for marches in this country,

- 13423, That is between the tacks and the crofters, for instance —Yes,

12424. But with reference to the arable ground of the crofters them-
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eelves, would a good stone fence not be of any value —Well, they have
good turf fences as it iz ; they are pretty well fenced in Harris as it s,

13425. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh—Are there any prizes offered by the
Jadies of the family for neat houses and neat gardens +—I think there are,
It is not that T know it, but T hear the Countess has been giving prizes to
those who have the neatest gardens.

13426. Sheryff Ficolson.—Are you much struck by the character of the
hounses here, as compared with those you have been accustomed to see —
Yes, there is no doobt of that.

13427. Do you know whether Lord Dunmore has dorne anything to
improve the houses of the people, and stir them up to improve them them-
selves }—Yes, T have heard of his doing that himself,

13428, Does he give them encouragement to make the houses more
neat and clean than they used to be?—Yes, he does that; I have heard
him spenk about it whes: he was here lately.

13429, Does he give them any encouragement in the shape of lime or
wood +—They don’t get wood ; as for lime I have not had any experience.

13430. The Chairman.—Have many of the cottages on the estate got
fire-places in the wall, or are they generally warmed by the fire in the
centre }—I1 have not been in many of the houses, but I think most of them
are in the centre. 1t is the best part of the house, as they can all get
round about it.

13431. And what about the smoke +—They don’t mind the smoke, as it

keeps them warm, they say. I think their houses are much warmer than
most of the slated houses here.

Duxcax Morrisox, Cottar, Finsbay (73)—ecxamined,

13432, The Chairman—What have yon got to say™—I have a
particular hardship of my own to tell of. JFn the first place, when I was
sizteen years old | was sent away on account of a tacksman of big sheep
from Borv, where I was, to Cuidinish. My father was sent—the whele
family. We were doing there a while as Providence allowed us, till the
next depopulation came upon Cuidinish, and when Cuidinish was depopu-
lated and given to another tacksman, 1 was sent away from it. I was for
two years among the sheep at Cuidinish. T have no complaint against the
man who took the place, because he could not put me out of it, and I had
no other place to go to.  After that time there came another schemer, who
wanted to put me out of it. Then the factor, Macdonald, showed me some
favour, if a friend would allow me to get the site of a house, to escape from
the shepherd, and which I did get. I then escaped from Cuidinish, and
got a bit of ground upen which I built a house at Finisbay, where [ am
now—a little bit upon which to raise a bit of crop, and feed myself and
nine children. It is about twenty years since that took place, and I have
had no means of living there since then except what help I got from my
worthy neighbours. I had been paying till I came there to four different
landlords, and I never was one penny iu arrears when [ was removed from
Cuidinisly, so if T have not been unjustly treated, I don’t know any man
that ever was. Notwithstanding all that [ have borne myself respectfully,
and no person in authority ever knew from anything I said how ill I had
been used. .

13433. HMave your sons not assisted you?’—Our chief support is one
son, who has been in the militia, and in the naval reserve at Stornoway,

He is our only support.
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13434. Are you a fishyrman —1I never was a fisherman, but my son
fishes.

13435, Mr Praser-Mackitosh—Who is the man that put you out of
Cuidinish % The factor, Macdonald—the late Mr Macdonald of Jindel.
Notwithstanding that he was very kind to me, and he gave me employ-
ment as long as the kelp was worked, which was for about ten or twelve
years ; but ever since then T have had no employment whatever.

[ApsovrNED.]

ST KEILDA, SATURDAY, JUNE 2, 1883,
{See Appendiz A, XIT.)

Present .—

Lord Narier aNp Ertricg, KE.T., Chatrman.
Sir KexyeTH 8. MACKENZIE, Bart,

Doxarn Camrroxn, Esq. of Lochiel, M.P,

C. Fraser-Macrixross, Fsq., M.P,

Sheriff Nrcorsox, LL.D.

Professor Macrinxoxn, M. A.

Rev. Joux Macray (67)—examined,

13436, The Chairman.—-How many years have you been here 7 —
Fighteen years in the month of October,

13437. Would you kindly state whether there is anything here in the

condition of the people of which they have to complain, and which the
Governmeut or the proprietor could remedy +—Well, I don’t knnw any
reasonable complaint they have, They krow themselves better.  You can
hear what they have to say about the rent and somne sheep,
} 13438, I will hear that from them, but have you any genersl remark
with reference for instance to communications with the mainland, and
their general condition, and their supply of food 1-—Well, there will be
sometimes they will be very ill off for want of food. In April last they
had to go to Skye in & small boat, & fishing-boat, which they got fiom Mr
Younp, Glasgow.

13439, What are the regular fixed communications?—The regular
communications are twice a year.

13440. What are the months $—June and September generally. Then
they are eight months without communications?—Yes, for those eight
months without communications.

13441, What are these two communications? Are they kept up by
the proprietor of the island —They are kept up by the preprietor of the
island, M‘Leod of M‘Leod.

13442, There is no stated visit on the part of a Government vessel —
No.

13443. 'There is no communication here with the coast gnard +—No.

13444, No branch of the public servies +—XNo,

13445. And are the pusts brought by these two communications ¥ Yes,
There are eight months, and sometimes nine montbs, before they get any

supply.
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13446. But are there frequent accidental communications, such az the
arrival of yachts or the arrival of vessels I—7Yes, there are some steamers,
especially the * Dunara Castle’ and the ¢ Hebridean ;' they come twice in
sumner each of them,

13447, Do they belong to the same company, or to different companies
—I think they belong to two different companies.

13448. And the steamers of each company come twice—that is, there are
four arrivals of steamers +—Yes.

13449. In what months are they?—June, July, and sometimes
August,

13450, Sherif Nicolson.—The ¢ Hebridean’ came three times last year?
—Yes, she came thrice.

13451, The Chairman.—Do these steamers bring the post or mail, or
is the mail only brought by M‘Leod’s vessels -—VWhen these steamers come
they bring the mails.

13452. So you may say you have six mails in the year 2—Yes.

13453. But there are sometimes eight months without any mail at all ?
~—TVYes, quite true,

13454. Isthe place ever visited by any religious mission from the chureh ?
Do any of the clergy ever come +—XNo; one of them may come with one
of these steamers, and go away again.

13455. Is there any one regularly deputed by the church to come $—
No.

13456. Since you have been here, has there been any materia) change in
the condition of the people, or are they just the same —Well, T think there
is some change for the better as to their moral character.

13457, Their general character has improved *—Yes.

13458, Are there any spirituous liquors sold in the island *—No.

13459, Is there any private drinking in the houses? Have they got
any whisky or any spirituous liquors in their houses —1WWell, they buy a
bottle or two, and when they are out on the hill and cateh a cold, they
take a glass of whisky after coming home, but that is all they use.

13460. When the steamers come here do they do any mischief by the
sale of liquors or in any other way ?—1I don’t think it, Some of these
passengers are very loose in their character, and some of them are drunk
when they come ashore, bui the people avoid them as far as they can.

13461, The visits of these people don’t do any harm to the people of
the island —No, they don’t hurt them. They are very annoying when
they remain here over the Sabbath.

13462. What do they do?—They go about the hills, and go seeing
through the windews and striking the dogs and one thing and another.

13463. About your school, what school is there here I—There is &
school taught by a woman, Miss M‘Kinlay.

13464. Is that school supported by rates or by the proprietor #—It is
supported by the Ladies' Association in Edinburgh and by Miss M‘Lecd.

13465, Do the children attend regularly +—Yes, pretty fair. Sometimes
their parents want them to go after some cattle, and they are sometimes
absent in that way.

13466, Have they more general knowledge of English than when you
. came, or is there no change in that respect %—Well, there is a little, not
much.

13467. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—We have always heard, and we felt
to-day, there was a difficulty in landing. Do you think a pier could be
erected at comparatively little expense, which would make it convenient
for passengers to come ashore 2—Well, T think so.

13468, Would that be an improvement to the island +—1% is likely to
31
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be an improvement. I am not very sure. [After eonsulting with the
people.] It would improve the place very mueh.

13469, Would it be attended in their opinion with much expense to
make one merely suitable for the requirements of the island +—They are
not able to say what the expense would be.

13470. Yon are a minister of the Free Church —Yes.

13471. And supported by the Free Church?—Yes,

13472, I presume the whols of the island belongs to that denomination ?
—Yes,

13473. Lord Napier asked you a little ago about the state of the people,
and you answered that their moral character had improved during your
time. In regard to their circumstances, are they better off in their circum-
stances and means, do you think, than they were before?—Are they as
comfortable in their ways and means as they used to be?—Well, I think
they are better off to-day than they were when I came to the island.

13474 Does it arise from the visits of people who come to the island,
or what is the reason —Well, the rents are the same.

13475. Then how do you account for the improvement in their circum-

stances .—When the steamers come here, they leave a good deal of money
among the people ; and again there is another thing, that M‘Leod gives a
larger price for the kealt. It once sold for 25, and 2s. 4d. and now they
get 3s.
" 13476. Does he take the whole of the rent in that form, or does he
take even more than the value of the rent in this kealt 7 —-He will take the
whole, everything be can get; he will take the whole produce of the
island.

13477. When the steamers come here, are they able to make purchases
of fresh provisions? Are you able to sell any butter or fowls or eggs +—
No, neither butter nor eggs. We have no heus on the island.

13478, Then steamers cak get nothing in the way of food here I—No,
unless they buy a sheep; they generally buy a sheep here.

13479. Are the people npon the whole very contented, quiet people +—
Well there will be some little things,

13480. You would rather they should state any little grievances they
have themselves -—Yes, of course, let them speak for themselves,

13481, Mr Cameron.—How many marriages are there in the isiand in
the yeari—Some years there arzs none at all. There were none Ilast

ear.

13482, What is the average-——one or two +—That is the utmost—iwo.

13483. Do any of the people ever marry with those who come from the
mainland +—No, they npever marry with any from the mainland; they
marry among themselves.

13484, Do they ever get the chance of marrying people on the main-
land —TI never heard it.

13485. Do you think they would if they got the chance +—I think they
would.

13486, Do you know of azny offer of marriage that was ever made by
young men of the mainland to any of the girls here 1—Well, T cannot ecall
to mind. They are not very fond of strangers,

13487, I gather from what you said to the Chairman that they don’t
care very much about having commuanication in the way of mails with the
mainland. What they care for most is about getting supplies +—Yes,

13488, They care more about supplies than letters or papers?—They
are very fond of papers.

13£83. Do they correspond very much with people on the mainland ?
~Xes, they do.
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13490. How many lstters do you think will one mail bring them t— ST KILDA.
Well, T cannot say.

13491, Is there an average of cne for everybody on the island 1—No,
not anything like it,

13492, What do they live upon chiely? What do they eat =—They
eat fresh potatoes, fulmars, and puffins.

13493. Do they kill their beasts and eat bee{ 7—Yes,

13494, And mutton I—Yes.

A 1:.31:495. What time of the year are they most hard up for food ?—
Pl'l

13496. Have they been pretty healthy for the last year$—VYes, they
- have been pretty healthy.

13497. 1 understand they were rather alarmed when they saw the ship
coming to-day, for fear there would be any infectious disease on board?
-—Well, they were that.

13498, What infectious disease were they afraid of —VWhen they were
in Skye in April last the island of Skye was very much affected with
fever and small-pox and measles, and they were afraid that such diseases
might be among yon, because they did not know what kind of a ship it
was,

13499. Have they ever had any epidemic amongst them here 2—No.

13500, Sir Kenneth Mackenzic—How many births are there on an
average in the year }—One or two. There were two last year.

13501. Do the children live 7--I am sorry to say they don’t live very
well. When they come to the age of seven or eight days they generally
die.

13502. Do you know if there are more deaths in the island than there
are births —No, there are not more deaths than birtha,

13503. Then the population i3 increasing®—It is increasing a little.
‘We had only six of an increase during the last twelve years. We had
seventy-one in 1871 and we had seventy-six in 1881. ’

13504. What is it to-day }—Seventy-seven.

13505. Do you feel the want of a doctor very much —Well, they are
very much needing a doctor at times.

13506. The Chairinan.—Who attends the wommen in childbirth #—2Miss
M‘Kinlay up here, the nurse.

13507. Has she been educated for that 2—T am told she was, She was
gent here by Miss M‘Leod, and she attends the women here.

13508. Do the women frequently die in ehildbirth?  Has there been
any case of that sort 2—Yes, last February a young woman died here in
childbirth. She was only married a year and a quarter.

13505, Is there any store for medicines or drugs? Are there any
medicines kept in the island?--There is medicine kept in the island, but
it will be sometimes very short.

13510. Sheriff Nicolson.—With regard to the children dying so early—
at the age of seven or eight days—are they as subject to that now az they
were in former times?—Well, they are not so very subject to it as they
were when I came to the island.

13511. 1Is it supposed to be attributable to the want of proper care or
proper feeding cf the infants at that early age?—I don't think it is from
the want of any proper care at all, but after seven or eight days they
always—especially some of them who die—are struck with lock-jaw.

13512, Do they give them anything but the mother’s milk —XNothing.

13513. There was also an old peculiarity of the inhabitants, that they
took & cold when any strangers came to the island 3—Well, they are very
subject to that still. They always catcha cold when there is & cold in the
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vessel or among the passengers who land bere. It begins with one, and
goes through the whole viltage.

13514, Have you noticed 1t yourself #—Yes, I have.

13515. Following immediately after the visit of a ship +—Yes.

13516. Have you been infected by it yourself I—Yes.

13517. Then you think it was irfectious?—It was, very. There were
some fishermen here from Ulst a few years ago, and they had a very severe
cold. Thers was not a man or woman on the island I think but took if,
and T was very ill myself.

13518, Ordinarily they are not subject to colds?—No, they are not,
They are very healthy that way,

13519, Are there ever cases of consumption !N, there is not a casa
of consumption, so far as I know, on the island : they take so much food,
and these fulmars and birds they eat are so full of sap and oil.

13520. Have you known any cases of consumption since you were on
the island #—Not one, :

13521. What are the prevalent diseases? Are they subject to
rheumatism +—Some of them are very bad with rheumatism,

13523, Are they subject to any skin diseases ?—They have nething of
that kind at sl Of course, they sometimes have their feet and legs broken
out,

13523. T suppose they are all very well clothed 2—Very well.

13524, 1 suppose there is not a ragged person to be seen in the island ?
—Not a ragged man or woman, if she or he pleases to clothe themselves.
13525, Or child#—Or child. There is pleaty of cloth on the island.

13526, Are there any of them on the parochial roll of Harris t—XNone.

13527. But I suppose there are some old women who cannot support
themselves without helpt—There are two women., There is one of them
who is confined to bed for more than two years. She cannot do anything.
She is very ill with rheumatism, and eannot move a limb.

13528. How is she supported +—By her husband.

13529, In the case of old persons of that sort being unable to do any-
thing for themselves, or without near relatives, who takes charge of them ?
—Well there are none of them in the island who have not relations.

13530. And their relations look after them %—Yes,

13531, Are any of the inbabitants of the island engaged in work out of
the island 7 Na.

71\?532. They are never in the habit of going to work out of the island ?
—_N0,

13533, Or to fish !—Yes, they fish in the island.

13534, But not out of it =—No,

13535, They never go to the east coast —No.

13536. How many boats have they in the island for their own use?—
They have four or five boats,

Y13537. Sufficient for their own use round the coasts of the island I—
es.

12538. Are any of them big enough for going to the mainland with?
—Well, we sent for a boat last summer to Mr Fletcher Norton Menzies,
Edinburgh. They have some money there lodged in his hands, and they
wrote him to send them a boat; and after sending the boat, they com-
plained that the boat was too small for going to Hamds. You will see the
})oat down on the beach. The boat is a very steady one, but they say she
is rather too small for going to the mainland, and they left that boat and
took the boat Mr Young sent them some years ago, about 1867,

1353%. Have they any peculiar superstitions here different from those
of any other places ™I don’t think they have.
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13540. Ts it the case that nobody in the island can speak English
except vourself and Miss M‘Kinlay +—Well, they cannot speak very well,
bat they are coming on very well.

13541 I suppose they are getting a little more knowledge of English?
—Yes,

13542, The Chairman.—1Ts there ever any case of illegitimate birth
here —There is.

13543, Ts it very raret—Very rare, but I mustsay thers is such a case,

13544, Shertff Nicolson.—How many have there been since you came
to the isltand +—Two.

13545. In these cases did the father marry the woman +—XNo, both of
them were very young, There was a girl about twenty-four years of age,
and a young lad. He was promising to marry her.

ST EILDA.
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13546. Was he a native of the island 7—Yes, but she died in giving

birth to the child. There was another case of a younger man who com-
mitted fornication.

13547. How do you account for the very small inerease of the popula-
tion. Is it from the deaths among the children beiug very large T-—Yes.
Some would make out that the blood is so weak by intermarrying,—they
are s0 nearly connected with each other.

13548, Professor Meckinnon.—I suppose Miss M‘Kinlay keeps a school
quite regularly since she came to the place—Yes.

13549. Do you keep up vour own class yet?—Yes, T teach them here
every Sabbath evening—those whom she teaches.

13550: Defore she came you tanght them yourself —VYes,

13551, Are they all able to read 2—Yes, they are.

13552, They can read Gaelic every one of them —Perfectly well, and
commit portions of Scripture to mewory.

13553. Is there anything else they commit to memory besides portions
of Seripture —Nothing.

13554. Nothing in the way of songs —Nothing., - Nothing whatever—
the Psalms of David and the New Testament.

13555, They have no poets of their own #—No poets or poetry of their
own.

13556. Or no recollection of one+—Well, perhaps they may have, but
I don't hear,

13557, I suppose Miss M‘Kinlay teaches them to read English?Yes,

13558. Do you think they are able to understand much of what they
read —Well, they understand very little.

13559. I suppose the whole of the island is in their own hands?
They have the whole island among them % —Yes.

13560. Do they all pay the same amount of rent —No.

13561. What is the biggest rent?—I cannot say. The men are here,

13562, There is no great big man among them that has taken possession
of the crofts of others —No, they pay according to their grazings.

13563. Is everybody allowed to put on as much as he likes —1 think
he is.

13564, 1 heard when T was coming here that there was an emigration
from this place. How long ago is that—A great many years ago. It
will be well on for thirty years ago since they went to Australia,

13565. Who had the property at that time 7—8ir John ¥M‘Leod.

13566. Can you tell bow many families went away ab that time +—Seven
families, I think.

13567, Tt was to Australia they went?™—VYes,

13568, Did they go away of their own accord, of their own free will }—
It was poverty that made them emigrate,
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13569. Did the proprietor or factor compel them to go away in any
way #—1 think Norman, the factor, had a band in it

13570. The Chatrman.—Did he make them go?—He encounraged them
to go, because some of them were poor, and he was giving them meal in
order to get quit of them, He got some papers from Government for them
to sign, and when some of them saw their friends going away, more came
afterwards and signed it.

13571. Professor Mackinnon.—Did the proprietor pay their passagei—
The proprietor did not kuow of it, and when he heard that they had gone,
he was encouraging them to return, and said that he would do them every
justice he possibly could ; but as they had gone so far, they did not wish to
return back, and he said he himself would send a ship for them if they
would come back. This was Sir John M‘Leod.

13572, Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—ls this the first strange vessel that has
come here this year }—Yes.

13573, Of course you have received no newspapers thin year?—VYes,
the factor’s ship was here on the 3rd of May. M'Leod of M‘Leod sent a
ship here. I wrote to him in July last, telling him the state of the island,
and telling him he would require to send a ship in April with supplies for
the people as the crop looked so bad.

13574. Did you get any newspaper then?—VYes,

13575. Did you see anything about this Commission %—VYes, I did; I
read abont this Commission, and about Glendale.

13576. But you did not know we were coming here —No, I did not
expect you here at all,

13577. The Chairman.~—1Is there any case of great longevity in man or
womau in the place !—Well, some of them are very old.

13578, How old is the oldest —A woman is the oldest person on the
island. Bhe will be about eighty-—2rs Rory Gillies.

13579, You don’t know any extraordinary case of a person being one
hundred years of age#—No.

Dowarp MaopoxaLp, Crofter and Fisherman (37)—ezaminea

13580. Sir Kenneth Mackenzie.—Do you hold a piece of land +—VYes.

13381. What do you pay for it —We pay separately for the ground
that iz worked around here, and separately for the hill.

13582, Then what dv you pay +—£2 for the arable ground.

13583. And for the hill 7—About £3.

13584, Do the tenants all pay the same thing for the hill %—Noe.

13585. Why does one pay more than another +—According to the pro-
portion of the hill that they had when the laird came into possession.

13586. Then their hill is not in common +—TTnder the former propristor
each man paid for the actual stock that he had ; but sinee then the pro-
prietor makes them pay according to the stock they had at that time,
whatever it is now.

13537, DBut their stock is all on the same hill; there are no marches on
the hill t—No,

13588. Do you pay this i money, or do you pay it in produce 1—We
pay it with all the produce which the island gives,

13589, What is the produce of the island I—We pay it with feathers,
and oil, and cloth, and also with cattle.

13590, At what price does the proprietor take the feathers and oil §—
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Bs. a stone for the grey feathers, and 6s, a stone for the black feathers—
puffin feathers-—which are finer,

13591. What does he pay for the oil ¥—1s. a pint.

13592, What oil is it b Fuolmar oil.

13593. Wkhat does he pay for the cloth?—3s. a Scotch ell

13594, What does he pay for the cattle }—The price varies,

13595. Who puts the price on them It was another man who took
the cattle last year.

13596, How do they agree about the price?—The factor fixes the

T1CE

13597, Are you bound to give your cattle at the factor'’s price +—Some-
times when we are complaining, he adds 1s, or 2s. to the price. [Another
witness adds : We never got such good prices before as under the present
factor.] We get £2, 10s, and we have got £3 for a stirk from him.
Though the former factor was as he was, we must admit he gave us better
prices latterly,

13598. Are you in arrears of rent, or are the arrears fully paid in St
Kilda?—Yes, there are some in arrears.

13599, Are they much pressed for payment of these arrears %—The
factor does not press peopie at all.

13600. A man behind said, that though some were in debt some were
the other way. What is the meaning of that +—As in many places, some
people are well off and some are ill off,

13601, Have any of them an account against the laird—money due to
them ?—Yes, that is so. The laird owes some of us money.

13602, In what way does the laird pay them back }—Anybody that
wishes it from bim gets it from him in money.

13603. Do you generally make meal enough to keep yourselves through
the year I—The island would not keep us in meal any time,

13604, What quantity of meal do you get from the mainland most
years —Some families get from eight to twelve bolls in the year,

13605. And that is paid for in the produce of the island in the same
way as the rent?—According to the families. Some don’t get more than
five or six bolls. Qur accounts are made up at the same time for the rent
and for the meazl.

13606, You get all your meal and all your supplies from the proprietor ?
—Yes, except a few bolls we got by steamer last summer.

13607. Is there any sale for your produce to the steamer +—1We have
sold a little cloth to them.

13608. Were you getting good prices1-—A little better.

13609. You don't sell any cows to the steamer *—1I have seen one cow
sold to the steamer.

13610. Did they get a good price for it 2—A better prlce

13611, Mr Cameron.—Would you like to have a pier ?—Certamly we
would be the better of a pler.

13612, How would you be the better of a pier if you got it I—If you
saw some of the days when we have to land here you would understand
then what need we have of it.

13613. Is it for purposes of fishing you would be the better of a pier,
or for the steamers when they come with supplies?—We would rather
have it for ourselves—for purposes of fishing,

13614. How many of the men fish on the island +Two boats go out
to fish now. We are fallen off in able-bodied men.

13613, What time of the year do they fish ?—Whenever we get the
chance.

13616, I suppose there arc a great many days jn the year when they
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cannot fish at all I—There are very many days when we cannot go to the
fishing, and other days we have other work to attend to at home, and can-
not go to fish,

13617. Are you ever kept out at sea by the weather getting bad, and
your being unable to land here after being once out #—Yes, we have some-
times been obliged to try and seek shelter in a creek cpposite us on the
other side of the island when we could not land hers,

13618, Does that happen often +—XNot often,

13619. Have any boats ever been lost }—There have been no drownings
that T remember, but we have lost a boat at Boreray,

13620. What fish do you catch m—~Ling and some eod.

13621. At what time of the year do you catch the sea birds?T—We
catch the birds to get the oil at the beginning of summer.

13622. How do you catch them —We catch the young ones with our
hands before they are able to fly away off their nests.

13623. Do you catch any birds at this time, or in the spring of the year?
—We catch the old birds in spring, and at this time of the year with the
rod and snare. | ‘

13624. On the nest +—TYes.

13€25. You put the snare over the nest—We descend the rocksona
rope, and place the snare over the bird’s head, and catech it by the
ueck.

13626. Have you any idea how many birds are eaught here annually,
yourg and old +—1I cannot give a guess, probably thousands, but I canbot
BRY.

y13627. How much does each head of a family catch 7—One day I
remember we were snaring the birds at Bureray, when we caught at least
1000, There were twenty men of us.

13628, That was an unusually large number ?—1I never saw or heard of
80 many being got.

13629. Do you get any herring here 7—We have no herrings nets.

13630. Would you eatch any if you had nets 1—Yes, T believe so ; and
we have spoken of it several times, but we have never got herring nets.

13631, Do you catch any solan geese I-—We catch some solan geese.

13632. Is it for the oil or feathers, or both=—We catch the young
onss for their oil and feathers, We eat them a little. We salt some.

13633. The Chairman.—Is there auy diminution in the number of
birds, or are there just as many as there used to be long ago %—The number
of birds varies, apparently, like other crops—more some years, and less
other years.

13634, Is any shooting with fire-arma allowed 1—It is forbidden to
shoot birds when they are hatching,

13635. Mr Cuameron.—Who forbids it —It has been a rule in the
island as long as I remember.

13636. The Chairmen.—But do you allow shooting on the island the
rest of the year %—There is no prohibition during the rest of the year.

13637, If you had herring nets, would you be able to use them 7—We
would try, at any rate.

13638, Do you know that the herring comes here, close to the island ?
—Yes, it does sometimes come into this loch. There were Lewis men
fishing here and getting herring three years ago.

13639, Mr Fraser-Mackintssh.—If yon got a pler convenient for
yourselves and bigger boats and nets, would you be enabled thereby to do
with less meal than you are paying for +—If we had to bay the same meal,
we would be more able to pay for it.

13640, When the new roofs were put upon your houses many years
ago by Sir John Macpherson M‘Leod, was the reat readjusted at the time
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you got those new reofs —He made no difference on the rent on sccount ST EILDA,
of the improvement of the houses,
13641. Did he put any rise on the land %—We had some complaints Mi&gigd
here about twenty years ago, for being made to pay for the rocks on which .
we caught the birds. We paid at that time £1 for the land and £1 for
the rocks. When the complaint was made, the laird took £1 off the rocks
and laid it mpon us for the island of Boreray, for which we had been
formerly paying 5s. a head,
13642. Are youacquainted with the history and traditions of the island ¢
~—I am not very skilled in these things, but I have heard some of them.
13643. In the oldest history that is written about Bt Kilda, there is
mention made of & ¢ross upon which the people were accustomed to take
sn oath, Have you ever heard of that 71 never heard of that.
13644, Does the man sitting behind you know —WWe cannot say any-
thing about the oath, but there is a cross cut upon the rock at Boreray,
the steep island over there.
13645. But my inquiry was about a movable cross wkich would be
held up by a party taking the oath, and it was either of gold or silver —
We never heard of it.
13646, The Chairman.—Was any object of curlosity or art ever found
in the island—any old coin or old articles —We never heard of anything
of the kind being found here.
13647. Or any stones shaped like knives or spears &—There have been
such things found.
13648. Like arrow heads?—Yes ; I have heard of such arrow heads
being found, and I have also heard of little crocks made of clay. I have

seen them myself. I have seen such found where we were digging, of the
gize of little bowls.

Axayus GILLiEs (30)—ezamined.

13649. The Chairman. Have you heard what the previous witness has angus Gillies.
said —Yes,

13650. Have you anything else to say?2—I have some little addition
to make to it. We are complaining a little that our rent has not been
fixed according te our present possession, but according to what it was
when the preseut laird came inte possession of the island. And as you
have come to this island to see us, [ hope that one change will be effected
by it, and that benceforward we shall be provided with a doctor, the want
of one being very much felt. We trust that this great boon will be pro-
vided for us by Government, = In the next place, with regard to the school,
we trust that the justice that is being done to the rest of the Highland
Isles will be done to this island of St Kilda, so that the children may be
taught to speak the English language as well as their mother tongue. We
have suffered very much too, by the loss of a large boat which we had for
the purpose of conveying us to the mainland, or to the islands, and which
was lost in a storm, and we have now only our small skifs.

13651. Was it a decked boat%—3he was not a very large boat, but
bigger than those we have, and undecked. Ar Sands collected the money
with which that boat was provided for us. We felt the loss of the boat
very much after that, when we wrote to Edinburgh, understanding there
were funds there of which we were entitled to get the benefit. We did
get a boat, but it appears there was not suffictent money to provide us with
a boat of the kind we required, and the one we have got 1s so small as to
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he of uo use, beyond those we have already. That boat was sent us by
Mr Menzies of the Highland Society.

136532, Would you like to have a decked boat I—A boat with a deck
would be of no use here. A boat would be of no use to us of & greater
weight than we could haul up on the skore, at present.

13683. What is the length of keel of the boat you would like —T wenty-
five feet keel, with pine feet seven inches of breadth in the beam.

13654, Sheriff Nicoleon.—There was some destitution last year in the
island 7 —We were much worse off last winter and spring than in former

ears.
Y 13655. What was the caunse of that %—The crop was bad, and we ran
out of food. The land did not produce of it¢ abundance,

13656. Where did you get help from +—We went in that little boat T
heve mentioned to the factor at Dunvegan, and he sent over a vessel with
meal for us. We could not bring itin the little boat ourselves. I believe
there were very few people in any of the Western Islands that would have
undertzken the risk we did.

13657, The Chairman.—As regards the larger boat you want, is it of
any use to have half a deck, or a place to keep things dry in the boat +—
Oh yes, that would be useful. We would not be the worse of that.

13638, Sherygf Nicolson.—You state that the factor pays 3s. per
Scoteh yard for the cloth. Do you ask a higher price from Lowland
customers +—We would need to have a little more from them than
from the factor. There is a difference between the landlord and any-
body else, because he will take things from us whon nobody elsa
would.

13659. The Chairman.—Is there any of the old breed of sheep on the
island %—There are some, but they are mostly in possession of the laird.

13660. What is the breed, the wool of which you use for the eloth —
‘We mix together the white wool and the wool of the black sheep.

13661. Is the wool of the old original sheep much finer *—Some of
them ; it is at least as fine.

13662, Professor Mackinnon,—Where has the proprietor the sheep in
the island ¥—Oun the island of Soay.

13663. How many has he got there?—I cannot say positively. No
shepherd goes there at present; but I believe there are at least 200.

13664, Where does the man who is in charge of them live +—They are
under the charge of the ground officer here, but they are on that island
like deer.

13G65. Has the proprietor always had that island in his own possession ?
—1It has been in the hands of the laird since time immemorial.

13666. Does he send over to shear the sheep +—Not always. I believe
it is about three years since there has been any shearing there. Unless
you go there at Whitsunday it is no use to go afterwards, for they cast
off the wool.

13667. What does he do with the young ones? Does he take them
away or sell them +—They are left there, all mixed together.

13668. Does he never sell any +—He does sometimes. We ourselves
are the chief purchasers.

13369, What do you pay for them %—They are very small, and we don’t
pay a great price for them. I think we suffer much by the loss of long
lines in the stormy weather here.

136Y0. Sheriff Nicolson.—We have had complaints laid before us
in Skye, and the other islands we have been in, as to the smallness
of the quantity of land that is in the hands of the crofters. Have
you any such complaintt—We have none, becanse the proprietor
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can give us no more than we have except the little island which he has for ST KILDA.
his sheep.

13671. Do you complain that the rent is too high 7—We have no com- Angus Gillies.
pluint a3 to the rent except what we have made already.

[ADJOURNED.]

MEAVAIG, LEWIS, MONDAY, JUNE 4, 1583.
(See Appenidiz A, XXXIV.,, XXXV, XXXVI, XLL)

LEWIS,

Mra ,
Present :— VAIE

Lord Narier axp Errrick, K. T., Chairman.
Sir Kexvers 8. Mackexzig, Bart.

Doxarp Cameron, Esq. of Lochiel, ALP.

C. Fraser-Mackixtosu, sy, M.P,

Sheriff Nicorson, L1.D.

Professor Mackixnon, M.A.

[2r Mackay, chamberlain oun the Lewis estafes.—I am instructed
and authorised by Lady Matheson to assure you and the crofters of this
parish, that they shall suffer in wo way in consequence of anything they
may say here to-day. You can assure all and sundry that they shall suffer
nothing at her hands or at the hands of her officials in any way.]

Murpo M‘L'EAN, Crofter and Fish-curer, Valtos (57)-fexami_ned.

13672. The Chairman.—Have you heen frealy chosen a delegate by the  Murdo
people of Valtos 7 —Yes, M‘Lean.

13673. How many people were present at the time you were chosen ¢
Was there a meeting—A public meeting in the Bernera Established
Church, at which about 400 persons were present, and there was a
committee of fifty-seven elected 1n this parish, and circulars sent round
through the whole of the parish to attend the meeting for the purpose.

13674. Have you & statement to make on behaulf of the people of
Valtos -—Yes,

13675. Before we put any questions to you, will you make a voluntary
gtatement of what they complain of and desire?—Yes. I am here on
behalf of the people of Valtos, to express the grievaunces under which they
are suffering, What I wish to state before the Commissioners to-day is
that we, the people of Valtos, in the district of the fourteen hills, have
among us about twenty-four families without any land st all, and these
are a burden on the rest. They are not able to improve their houses.
They are in very poor circumstances, especially this year. They are
unable either to clothe or provide shoes for their children, so as to enable
them to attend school.

13676. Do you mean the people without land, or the peopls with land?
—T include the whole. The cottars are a burden on the crofters. They
also complain that the taxes are too high—that is, the school rate. We
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again consider it would be very desirable to have free education. T believe
that the people, in consequtence of the want of it, are kept back very much,
and kept under subjection. Althongh they would have grievances they
are unable to state them through want of education. Again, they had
islands for wintering their cattle, and they had moorland for the summer-
ing of their stock. They wers deprived of this moorland pasture, and it
was converted into a deer forest. The islands were taken from them, and
given to the large sheep farmers. Agaiu, their reats were raised. I
remember myself when I had to work for a whole week —sixty hours,
without food or any allowance whatever, upon the roads. This was in the
year 1850. Every man between the years of eightcen and sixty had to
perform this work, They had no hand-barrows, and where the wheeled
barrows could not go, they had to carry the road stuff in cresls upon their
backs, or in sacks, and they had to provide themselves with the cloth ous
of which to make these sacks. I saw that with my own eyes, and I saw
the men at the work. Although many of them are not alive to-day, the
thing was done in my time. Afterwards this was commuted into 5s. of a
charge against every one whose name was in the rent roll* So far as [
remember, this again in the year 1870 was remitted, and a regular road
tax was laid upon us. Oune of the justices of the peace in this country told
ms at this church that he thought this read tax wonld not be levied upon
any man whose rent was under £10. He said the tax was 3d. in the £1,
but would not be chargeable against any man whose rent was under £10,
This 5s. again was included in the rent that was paid by the crofters,
Then the reat, incrsased by this 5s., was chargeable with every other
gasessment. I cannot go over the names of those whose names are entered
in the rent roll of Valtos, but I know that for many a croft there were two
namss so entered, and for every name that was so entered in the rent roll,
as far as I was able to know or discover, this 5s. was levied, even supposing
the rent charged against them did nob exeeed £1.  SBo far as [ have been
able to discover, where there are three names entered for the same croft,
in that case also I understand that this 5s. is charged against each. The
originel rental of the township of Valtos was £150. This s, of which I
have spoken would, for the whole township, make an additional rent of
from £8 to £10 annually, making a fotal of from £158 1o £160. T
believe that £40 a year was the total amount of abatement that was made
to the tawnship when they were deprived of the islanda I have mentioned
and of the moorland pasture. But they were deprived of the islands and
the moorland pasture before Sir James Matheson bought the estate.

13677. Is the £150 the rent since you were deprived of those islands
and pasture ?—Yes, 1 believe they were deprived of the islands in the year
1927 er theregbouts, and they were deprived of the moorland pasture s
year or two before. There was no deer forest at that time. We knev
nothing about deer forests at that time, At that time the management f
the estate was in the hands of trustees, and this deprivation of the island
pasture and moorland pasture was made againat the will of the proprietor
of the time.

136G78. Who was the proprietor -—The Seaforth family—Mackenzie of
Brahan.

13679, When the hill pasture was taken gway, and the islands, was the
estate under trustees S0 far as I can learn.

13680, Mr Fraser-Mackinfosh.—Do you rememher the name of the
trustee —Yes, it was an Edinburgh lawyer named Mackenzie. It is said
by other people that our dwellings in this island are of a very poor
character, I don’t speak for myself personally, but for the other people,
that it is difficult for them %o have ecomfortable dwellings or dwellings in

* See Appendix A, XLL
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which they can improve their condition. The reason is that the place is
very thickly inhabited ; and there are some who have small bits of lots,
and these say that they have no inducement to improve their dwellings in
any way, becanse they have no hold whatever of their holdings, in the case
of their offending the manager or ground officer in any way, not even
offending him, but for no reason at all in particular.* This keeps the
people back, and in depressed circumstances. We believe they have mind
and understanding the same as other people who have received education,
bat this keeps them back very, very much, Personally, I am of opinion,
although I may be mistaken, that the man who is kept so under subjection
bas not the same inducement to endeavour to raise either his physical or
moral condition as he would have if he were placed in more comfortable
circumstances. Then, with regard to the school board and the parochial
board, all the seats upon these boards are occupied by the people of the
wealthier classes, and the poorer classes are cast aside. The parish church
" is situated two miles to the west from here, and that was the centre of the
parish which extended from Kinlochresort to Dun of Carloway. The
parochial board hold their meetings in Gara-na-hine, only four miles from
the eastern boundary of the parish. The people complained of this, for
~ they had to cross a ferry ten miles in breadth in any weather. The hour
of meeting was fixed whether the members were able to attend or nat,
Then the books of the board were not open to the inspection of the public.
A rate-payer would not be allowed to see them even supposing he wished.
Again, the board was managed by the same class as the members. Every
official connected with it belonged to the same class as the members.
They kad no connection with the parish at all; and the people of the
parish believed that things were kept secret from the people of the parish,
and that they were looked down upon in such a way that they were not
thought fit to be entrusted with either the collection or the distribution of
the poor-rate. So great was the distrust in connection with these matters
that if any native of the island was a banker, he would not be entrusted
with the parochial board account. I don’t wish to speak of my own
personal affairs, but T may refer to them by way of illustration, I am not
afraid of them, nor do I ask any favonr of those connected with the
administration of the estate. As a proof of how the inhabitants of the
place were despised and held in subjection, I am going to refer to a personal
matter, The three parishes of Uig, Barvas, and Lochs were under the
same inspector of poor, He had an assistant in every parish. It so
bappened that I myself was chosen as one of these assistants—1J don’t
know how—during eight months, and at the parochial board meeting at
Gara-na-hine I was paid £3 a year for my trouble. I told them at that
meeting that T was now leaving the employment of the board, and T defied
them to show I had ever expended unnecessarily or unfairly a sixpence of
the public rate. I was willing to continue matters as they were for £5 a
year. Mr Mackay, who was chairman, said that I was not paid sufficient
for it—that they would not get a common herd boy for the sum of £5,
and he asked them to give me a salary of £15, and he himself would
guarantee I would do the work efficiently. Well, the matter came to a
vote. The man who wished to get my place was a member of the board.
Two members of the board voted for this member. Mr Mackay told this
particular man that he oaght to resign his membership, which he did.
Mr Mackay gave him his own vote as chairman, and he carried the day,
and he got his salary of £15. They again complain that the school board
iz chosen in the same way.
13681. Your complaint is that the parochial board and the schocl board
are chogen exclusively from one class, and, as it were, in the proprietary

* See Appendix A, XLL
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interest, amd that the people are not properly represented —1I don’t refer
to proprietors, but I refer to a certain class of the people whom wo call the
aristocracy.

13682. You mean the interests of the aristocracy +—Yes.

13883. Then go on to anocther complaint +—The school board is located
and administered in the same way as the parochivl board—that is, in the
hands of the wealthier classes so far as they can manage to get at it. We
never got a detailed account of the income and expenditure of the school
board, or a detailed account of the road money, We got it once or twice
of the parochial board account, but we never yet got a school board account
or account of the road money. :

13684, Can you suggest something that ought to be doune to remedy
these grievances—something which you think would be good for the country
and the people I—We know the remedy very well—that the people them-
gelves should have an opportunity of electing members to administer the
parochial board affairs.  Now, as the law is administered at present, it is
only a minority of the people who have a vote—that is those whose rent
is over £4.  Of the voters in this parish, distinguished into the wealthier
classes and the poorer classes, the wealthier classes have a majority of
votes, and so we are kept down on that account. That is so far as I am
aware or bave learned about the matter. Then we think that the parochial
board ought to be placed upon an equal footing with the school board,
that the members should be elected freely by the people, and uot by any
good will or favour. Then with respact to road money, the poor man pays
it according to his rent just as the rich man does, but I understand he has
no voice whatever in the administration of that fund. They have also a
grievance in respect to many other matters. For instance they caunot do
without heather ropes in order to fasten the thatch upon their houses.
There is one day set apart by the gamekeeper upon which you are
allowed to go and pull heather to make these ropes, and if you cannot
attend on that day, you are not allowed on any other day. If youm do,
you are liable fo be fined for it. Now, it so happened that last year the
male population were away at the fishing, and they had only left their
wives and children at home, and they were not able to have the hesther
ropes prepared in time, and they lost their corn because they had no ropes
to securs it.  That was in the great gale of October. My idea is that they
could have secured a far greater amount of the corn than they were able
to secure, if they had had ropes prepared at the time. It would not
matter if it was a gamekeeper or 5 large farmer or any one belonging to
them that would see them pulling this heather. 1f they wers reperted it
would be worse for them than if Sir James Matheson during his life had
seen every one of them. The township of Valtos is situated upon an arm
of the sea, and if their sheep stray here or stray thers the large sheep
farmer will poind them, and he assumes the right to worry their stock a
mile beyond the march, so they themselves say, for 1 bave no personal
knowledge of the matter, and the people say that any complaint they ever
made to the chamberlain's office upon the subject was not listened to, I
made a personal complaint myself to dMr Mackay, the chamberlain, upon
this very matter. I myself saw the dog worrying the eattle half a mile
beyond the march, through the rough ground, and some of them were
injured wpon the march. Now, & piece of the township was taken from
us and given to this very tacksman. We got no abatement of rent for
that. I myself had no stock upon the place. I have no sheep at all,
The people delegated me to go and speak to Mr Mackay, that it was their
settled conviction to go and keep possession of that pertion of the town-
ship. Mr Mackay ssid that the tecksman had it in his lease, but I did
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not believe that. I eould not understand how a piece of ground that ever
belonged to the towaskip could form a part of the tack,

13685. Mr Cameron.— Do you represent Valtos alone, or are you also
a delegate for other townships +—For Valtos alene.

13686. The grievances you have been stating refer to other townships
besides that of Valtos? They are common to other townships+—Yes, [
think they are.

13687, But as to the matters affecting the election of various boards,
and the heather gathering, and various other complaints, are they confined
to the township of Valtos, or do they embrace the other towaships in this
parish +—Thzy include the whole parish.

13688, So in this respect you have been speaking also on bebalf of
other townships though pot elected for other townships?—Yes, it is a
general matter,

13689. Will you explain what you mean when you state that the peovle
were unable to state their grievances through want of education? Do you
mean that the want of education prevented them stating their grievances
on the present occasion, or how —Although I am able myself personally
to state those grievaoces, T am not nble to write or to send them to news-
papers. That is what I had in view when I stated that the people
through want of education were not able to state their grievanees.

13690, Would it not he better if the people stated their grievances to
those who had the power to remedy their grievances rather than by writing
to the newspapers —We did that, and it was in vain. We made a move-
ment to that effect this year, and we did not find a man in the parish both
able and willing to wield a pen on our behalf,

13691. You say the people wish for free education. Are the school
fees which yon pay so high as to be of an oppressive natare %—1I consider
the fees are too high. If a man has four or five or six children, and has
to pay 4s. a quarter for them, and meanwhile has no money wherewith to
buy meal, the fees stand very much in the way of his being able to secure
the education of his children.

13692, What are the fees 7-—One shilling a quarter.

13693, How many heads of families are there in Valtos t—About
seventy families,

13694. Has each family got a separate croft +—No.

136953. How many of these are cottars —About twenty.

13696. Have the crofters got any right to common pasture anywhere ¢
—VYes,

13697. What is the average head of stock which each crofter keeps
in the township ?—If they were limited to the number of cattle that the
* crofts could feed in winter, I don’t think they would exceed a cow for every
£2 of rent that is paid in the township.

13698, What is the average number of acres of arable gronnd?—
Not one man there has an gere of arable ground. It 1s only rocks and
stones, sandy ground which was blown by the wind.

13699, What kiod of crops do you raise there?—Potatoes and barley.
QOats will not grow, The sandy ground burns up the oats,

13700, How many barrels of potatoes does each man plant in a yeart—
Well, I pay £3 of rent, but T amm paying £1 extra. T would plant about
five Dbarrels to give justice.

13701. How many do you actually planti—This year I planted abous

four barrels. I was short of seed.

13702, And how much bere —Rather less than a bushel

13703. What stock have you got yourself on the croft +—Three cows,

13704, Any sheep I—No.

’
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13705, Or horses?—No.

13706. Just three cows?—VYes.

13707, Professor Mackinnon.—Any young ones?—No.

13703. Mr Cameron.-—Have your neighbours about the same number?
—No, Two of them were fed from Aberdeen. I bonght the wintering
of them,

13709, Do these cows graze on the common hill ground —7Yes, as long
&s it continues,

13710. Till the end of harvest 7—Yes, it is so small for the people that
it lasts no time.

13711. You mentioned that £40 of abatement of rent was given when
the islands and the moorland were taken away from the township{—Yes;
Valtos was at that time £180 of rent.

13712, And that was in 1827 - From 1825 to 1827.%

13713. Do you know what rent for those islands is now paid by the
farmer or whoever it is that has got them I know the rent one farmer
was paying, and I don't thipk the present farmer pays anything higher.
I knew Mr Macrae when he had the farm of Linshader, and when he got
the land of Pabbay-more, paid £32. John Munro Mackenzie was factor at
the time. '

13714. Is that the rent now?-—It has passed through two or three
hands since then.

13715, What other lands were taken away ? —The half of Vaesay. I
know the rent that was paid for that twenty years ago. It was £15 for
the whole, .

13716. Do you think it is higher now?—Ves, I think it is; I cannot
tell.

13717, What other islands were taken away at that time ?2—Flodda

13718, What is the rent paid for that ?—£4 or £3,

13719, Now, do you know the rent which was paid for the moorland
which was taken away sixty years ago —>Most of it is in the forest.

13720. Do you know what is the rent paid for it I—About £1000.

13721, That is for the whole forest, but I mean for the grazing which
was taken from Valtos in 1825%—Well, I suppose the most part of it
belonged to Valtos.

13722, You think the most part of that £1000 now paid was taken
from Valtos?—VYes.

13723. Do the people complain of their not having these islands and
the moorland, or is it merely that you wish to inform us as to the exact
possession I—Oh, they complain of it.

13724, What rent do you think they would pay for it if they got it
It appears to have been valued then at £402—They would willingly pay
the rent it was raising in 1801.

13725, Was that less or more than the rent paid in 1825, when it was
taken away ?—Well, I think it was rather less. Rents have been increas-
ing till this very day. *

13726, Bat it was valued at £40 a year in- 1825 7—£32 was the rent
of it when the small crofters had it.

13727. And you think the people would now be willing to pay £32
for it if they got it 7—As for that, I dow’t like to go into details.

13728, But about that 3—Yes.

13729, Any way, they would not be willing to pay £1000 t—No.

13730, And the moorland is now let for £1000 apart from the lands?
—The moorland and the land are not together at all,

13731. But you put them together, and said the islands and moorland
were worth £40 & year 9—Yes. |

* 8ee Appendix A, XLL
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13732, And you now zay the greater part of the moor which is worth
£1000 belonged to Valtos?—Yes.

13733, Then you don't think the paople wonld be willing to pay £1000
for it -—Not likely.

13734, You said £401—VYes. :

13735, The Chairman.—When the moorland was taken away from the
township of Valtos, what amount of sheep or cattle did it keep!—They
kept horses at that time as well as sheep and cattle.

13736, About how much of all kinds of stock +—Well, they had as
high a3 fourteen cows—those that were paying £6 at that time.

13737. But you cannot give me any idea how many sheep or cattle
that moorland kept which was tzken away for the sake of the farm alto-
gether +—Some of it as high as six seore sheep.

13738, Have you any idea how many acres were taken away —XNo,

13739. But you think the piece taken away amonnts really to half the
area of the present deer forest?—1I think it is {ully more than half the
area,

13740. You mentioned that the people were prevented making improve-
ments on their honses or crofts for fear of arbitr ary eviction on the part of
the ground ofticer, Can you state any cases of arbitrary or wanton evie-
tion within your memory —Yes, by the sheep farmer. T am not stating
it at all, but T ean show it.

13741. But [ mean by the proprietor or factor. Do you know of any
case of wanton or arbitrary eviction in your memory, by the proprietor,
factor, or ground officer?—Yes, I could tell several iustances. At
Callernish, for instance, there were regulations given out in 1848, when
this parish was lotted by a surveyor, and there were plans and specifications
laid cut for building a new kind of houses, and the men were going on
with tliese houses and supporting themselves by the shell-fish from the
shore. It was @ very very bad year. A great deal of destitution was
prevaleut that year, and one man in this parish died for want of ncurish-
ment. These Liouses were built aceording to the regulations of the estate,
and the work will bear evidence, will show itself. And the people were
driven away out of it in the year 1851, and some of the houses are half
built and the people in Canada. The people were driven away, and their
stock was taken away from them for a nominal price—ua sheep and lamb
4s. 6d. & head.*

13742, And the people were emigrated out of Scotland?—TYes, and
scattered all through the island, and that was merely through the large
farmer keeping the march up to them. He was lodging complaints
against them.

13743. How long ago is thatt—In the year 1851,

13744. That is thirty-two years ago. But within recent times has there
been any isolated case of individual'arbitrary evictions %—Yes, There was
a case not twenty vears ago, snd another case at Berpera, through the
influence of the ground officer; and even lere, in this parish, they have
been removed.

13745. You mentioned there was a difficulty in obtaining the heather
ropes for sceuring the thatch of the houses, and that a day was appointed
ou which tley wers obliged to gather the heathsr, Is there only one day
of the year appointed 1—Three days in one particular week of the year.

13746, Suppusing it was very bad weather, or that they were unable to
get out, would they get leave to take it on other days1—No, they would
have been reported by the officer and fined.

13747. 13 any payment exacted for gathering heather 7—No, not so

far as I know.
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13748, You stated that in the election of members for the school
board the wishes and opinions of the people were not sufficiently considered,
and that the representatives were all taken from one clags, Have the
people ever endeavoured to put forward a candidate for the schuol board
agreeable to themselves 1—Yes, but the people were uncertain of the rules
of the school board from the commencement, and did not know anything
about it,

13749, When was the last election —October 1882,

13750. Could not you or someone having better education have explained
to the people what their powers and duties were? Did you ever endeavour
to assist them to elect a delegate in their own iaterest i—I did not want to
go in to be troubled with anything of the kind, I had some other business
to attend to.

13751, Has anybody ever represented to the factor or proprieter that
they would have liked to have representatives of their own class upen the
school board? Have they ever expressed their desire 3—Well, I suppose
they have.

13752, Do you know they have? ~I cannot answer that question
distinatly.

13753. You said there were twenty families on the township witheut
land. How do these families gain their subsistence —They have a divi-
ston of their friends’ lots,

13754. You say you are a fish-curer. Can you suggest any means of
helping the fishing industry 3-—Yes, but I considered the fishing a secondary
consideration. Land is the firsé, if the people are to be elevated iu any
shape or form.

13755. 1 ask you whether you have any specific suggestion to make—
whether secondary or primary—for the benefit of the fishing population
—VYes.

13756, Then make it3—Well, so far as I ean understand, everything
that can be dome for the fishing curing we have been doing. We have
supplied the men with good substantial fishing boats, in the first place.
They can go thirty miles from the lind. ft is the ling fishing that is
principally carried on here, and they go about thirty miles from the
land, and they have good boats—some of them as large as 33 feet keel, all
decked, with the best fishing material.  Well, this year was a very bad
year—hoisterons weather—and the fishing is of very little consequence
when there is bad weather,

13757. Exzcuse me for a moment. T wish you to suggest anything
that could be done.  You say the fish-curers have given them good boats,
Is there anything the Government or the proprietor could do in the way
of boats or harbours or anything for the benefit of the people I —Well, the
proprietor spent very little money upon the fishing; and as for the
Government, T think landing places might kelp them a little. We are
standing very much in need of landing places at Valtos. We have a good
natural harbour.

13758. Could you write down a list of the places where you think
landing places would be useful —Yes,

13759, Mr Fraser-Mackintosh,—How many families were in Valtos in
1825, at the time these places were taken away 1—About fourteen families,
Tt is before I was born. Tt i3 not likely I would be able to give the
number there were before I was born.

13760. The former condition was this, that there were fourteen families
in 1825 in Valtos, and they possessed, generally, fourteen milk cows, six
score sheep, and some horses. Was that the state of Valtos in 18259—
Well, I did not mean the whole of them had that—so many cattle, sheep,
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and horses—but those who wers paying as high as £8. I mentioned
that.

13761. And the condition now is that in place of these fourteen families
there are upwards of seventy, with a very diminished stock 1—Yes, that is
the state of matters.

13762, Mention the name of the tacksmen who first got these islands
which were taken away +—Mr James Mackenzie, Linshader, and Alezavnder
Macrae,

13763. How long was the moor pasture taken away before it was let as
a forest for rent? [ am told it was only let as a forest for money quite
recently. While it was in the proprietor’s hands had he any stock upon
it —A tacksman had it before it was converted into a forest.

13764. Who was the tacksman who got it —Alezander Macrae of
Scaliscro,

13765. What rent were they paying +—About £100, but they had
Scalisera.

13766. Where are these islands, and why was this pasture taken from
Valtos I—Because they wanted it to be converted into a sheep farm, and
through the influencs of the ruling power.

13767, It was not for the beunefit of the people of Valtos{1—No, quite
the reverse.

13768. You spoke about some evictions that took place in 1851 ; from
what township +—Carinish snd Reef.

13769, These were houses they were put out of, not land +—The whole
lends, gardens, grazings, houses, and everything.

13770. Who got the lands from which they were put out % James
Mackenzie, who has Linshader and Pabbay.

13771. Then ths eviction was not for the benefit of the crofters who
remained t—There were no crofters remaining on those places,

13772. They were all put away +—They were all driven away.

13773. Where were those people taken to? Were they driven out of
the island altogether +—No, some were scattered through the parish, some
sent to other hamlets beyond the parish, and some were compelled to go
to America.

13774. Do you know a person called John Mathieson of Uig 1-—Yea

13775, Is he one of the delegates +— Ves,

13776. Has there been a surveyor going round measuring the crofts of .

the people lately +—Yes, I saw one.

13777. Do you know what he is doing or why he is doing it +—T spoke
to the gentleman, and he asked me about my own croft, and I told him it
was half a croft I was tenant of, and he asked me for the other name, and
the answer I got was s peculiar oune.

13778. Are you aware the people generally were rather alarmed at this
inguiry 1—Yes, they did not like the idea.

13779, Do you know now yourself exactly what the object is t—The
opinion I formed in my own mind was that he was from the factor’s office,
because he had all the crofters that were in the rental in his book. I
understood in my mind he came purposely from the office.

13780, Are you aware the objeet was in order to get the exact extent
of the cultivated land of the island merely for infurmation —That was not
all the measurement he made. He measured the lochs,

13781. In reality it was for the use of this Commission, to get exactly
the extent of the arable land that was under cultivation +—Well, the people
dil not believe he was sent from the Commission, hecanse 1 got one of the
schedules to read, and my understanding was that Lady Matheson might
get her own schedules for her own side.
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13782, But that surveyor is paid by Government?—Well, he should
have told that politely. It would have left the people more satisfied,
They were not satisfied with him, becuise he did not speak very politely
to the people.

13783, Sir Kenneth Muckenzie—Yousaid there were fourtcen families
in 1823 and seventy nmow. Where have these families come from §--It is
the natural inerease of the place.

Dowarn Matuieson, Kneep {(64)—examined.

13784, The Chairman.—Have you been freely elected a delegate by
yout people +—Yes,

13785. Have you astatement to make on their behalf +—They complain
of some hardships connected with the administration of the estate—the
holdings made less and the rents increased. My father and grandfather
lived in this township. In my grandfather’s day the township was divided
among eight, and the total rent was £40. This was about eighty years
ago. The rent is now £80, There are twentysix families, of whom
seventeen are crofters. Some of the township was taken from us, also
gsome of the istands that used to summer our cattle, and also moorland
pasture.

13786. How long is it since the moorland pasture was taken away+—
The islands were taken away from us about fifty-five years ago. They
were given to Alexander Macrae of Kintaill. We were deprived of the
moorland pasture about forty years ago, and it was given to a neighbouring
tacksman. We march with sheep runs all round.  About 1850 the town-
ship that marched with us was cleared, and a bit of our township was
taken from us, and added to that cleared township. The tacksman was
Mr John Macrae, the son of the Macrae who got the islands befare,

13787, Mr Fraser-Mackintosh—\What was the name of the township
that was cleared 7—Reef. In the days I spoke of, in my grandfather's
days, when they had the land at a reasonable reunt, they were meaking 2
comfortable living. They had a pair of horses, five milk cows, and other
cows sueh as young animals that were sent to the islands, and about forty
sheep. The horses were done away with, and they themselves had often to
do horses’ work ; and now if a man marries & wife, he must yoke her in a
cart. Now, having lost all our grazings, and with the amount of ground
we have now, supposing I had two cows, I would require to sell one in
order to keep up the other; and if T have about a dozen sheep ar so at
Martinmas, they will be worried by the neighbouring tacksmen, whose dogs
continually barass them, and poind them, so that we are scarcely able to
live at all.

13788, Sir Henneth Markenzie—What rent do you yourself pay?—
£4, 4s. bare rent, with taxes in addition.

13789. What stock do you actually keep +—Three cows, two stirks, and
ten sheep.

13790, No horse —No, I have no horse. There is no horse in the
place. They would not be allowed to be kept there. They were all sold.
1379]. How many barrels of potatoes do you plant I—About twelve,

13792, And how many barrels of barley +—One barrel of barley and
half a barrel of oats.

13793. What return do you get from these?-—-The Iand has got
exhausted through continuous cropping, but I get about forty barrels of
potatoes and sometimes as low as twenty.
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13704, What is the best return you recollect getting within the last ten
years i—Sixty. The cattle required it all for the last two years,

13795, What return do you get of bere and oats —I would make about
six returns the year before last.

13796. Of bere I—Yes.

13797, Besides the seed —Six returns altogether, seed included.

13798. And oats 7—The land has got exhausted, as stated before, The
best crop of oats I ever hiad was two barrels out of a half barrel I sowed.

13799, You give most of this produce to your own eattle {—Yes, so
they must; there is nothing else for them.

13800. What amount of meal are you obliged to buy *—I bought about
twenty bolls last year. I have already bougit sixteen this year,

13801. Since when I—Just after the crop is lifted. I begin to buy just
after the income of the crop is eaten np.
=*13802. In wkat way do you make the money that enables you to buy
this meal I—Partially by the selling of stock, and fishing at the cast coast
and elsewhere. -

13803. Tdo you fish here at all —Nut of late; I am too old now.

13804, Does your family fish here -—Yes.

13805. Have they got a big boat t—No, In addition to the sufferings
we endure through the shepherds, we are also injured very much by the
deer-forest. Supposing any of our own cattle are feeding out upon our
own moorland pasture, no one is allowed by the regulations of the estate
to attend to them or follow them except the herd. Ewen supposing any
of them had a broken leg, no other person is eutitled to go and look after
it. BSuopposing any of the sheep wers losing their wool, or anything of
that sort, we are not allowed to go after them to shear them. One day is
appointed for that purposs, and if the shesp are not found on that day
they must go without being shorn at all.

13806. Has the kerd the right to go a second time +—Yes, he Las the
right, but when the sportsmen come he must ook out.

13807, When do the sportsmen come —At thz end of summer.

13808. Do the deer damage your crofts at all*—XNot in our particular
township, but in other parts of the parish they injure the crops.

13809, How long has your rent stood at £4, 4s. +—About sixteen
Fears.

13810. What was it before then 71 paid at first £3, 15s,

13811. Why was it raised 7—I don’t know. The rent of our township
was raised £10 in one year, and four men were put in upon us, Then bs,
was put upon us for peat ground, and then 1s., was put upon each of us
which they called hen money ; that is 6s. But now that is rent, and it
is not set down as a separate rent,

13812. Were you in the habit of giving kain hens in addition to the
rent before —We never pald any kain hens within my time.

13813. But did they always pay the shilling in your time +—No

13814. Then why was the ls. put on %I cannot tell, except that that
was about the time it was put upon us by the chamberlain Donald Muuro.

13815. Why was it called hen money +—I don’t know why it was called
by that name.

13816. What was the name of the island you lost +—Little Wia. Our
township had the whole of it, and then we had a portion of Vacasay, the
island which the previous delegate spoke of. That was what our township
separately held.

13817. You mentioned that four families had been put in upen you
Where did they come from %—¥rom another township that was cleared—
Dun of Carloway.
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13818. Have any other families been put in upon you at any time
besides these four I—Not since I became a crofter.  The increase has been
the natural increase of the land, except these four.

13819, Afs Fraser-Muckintosh.—Who bhas that island, Little Wia, and
the half of that other island —Jauies Macrae has Little Wia and Alexander
Macrae has the portion of Vacasay which belonged to our township.

13520. Have they a good deal of land besides m—They have. Alexander
has a very larze stretch of country—four townships added togsther.

13821. Why were these islands taken from the Kneep people1—We
cannot tell, except to make the oppressors that catne in more comfortable,
and provide them with wintering for their stock.

13822, Was it for the benefit of the people of Kneep +—On the con-
trary, to our great injury.

13823. Is the latter state of Kneep worse than the Legiuning +—Seven-
fold worse—sevenfold and seventeen times, and I say so.

13824, You mentioned that the town of Reef was cleared. Do yom
know how many families were cleared out of Reef +—Several

13825. Would there be twenty altogether +—There were about twenty-
eight.

13826, What became of them ?—They suffered great hardship and
oppression in their removal. I remember it well myself. They were
seattered here and there, and some were sent abroad—some to other places
where hardly a snipe could live. )

13827, Who has Reef now *—James Mackenzie, Linshader.

13828, In regard to the forest, is there any fence for keeping the deer
in 1—No.

13829, No fence whatever #—No, they have the run of our own moor-
land pasture for grouse and shooting.

13830. Supposing you got these islands back again, would they help
you very much in your condition —Certainly.

13831, Is your own position very much worse than the position of your
grandfather V—Very much indeed. I must Jive henceforth on the earnings
of other people—on my own family whom I reared under great hardship.
The eroft which I possess does not contribute much to my support.

13832. You mentioned formeily you had been in the habit of going
away and earning money for the support of your family in other places,
but you are now too old to do so. Is that correct —Yes.

13833, Was it necessary for your grandfather to go away out of this
place to earn his living %—Never beyond the bounds of the township.

13834, The Chairman.—Does the common pasture—the hill pasture of
the township—march with the deer forest I—The grazing of Valtos comes
between ns and the actual forest, but the sportsmen have the run of all the
ground for shooting purposes.

13835. The sportsmen have the right of shooting grouse and deer over
your common pasture }—He has the right to go through our crops in the
shonting season, and he exercises the right of going through our erops and
shooting snipe along the shore and elsewhere,

13336. Mr Fraser-Mackintush.—With dogs 1-—Yes.

13837. Do they take dogs through the corn}—They went through it
quite common last summer,

13838, The Chairmun.—Do the shooting tenants do your stock and
crop any substantial injury —Well it never was complained of, but there
is no doubt that there were sume places where substautial injury was
done.

13839. Do the shooting tenants show you any kindness or render you
suy service of any sort +—We hold no communication with them,
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13840, Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—Or they with you +—There is nv com-
munication between us at all.

13341. The Chairmarn.—Do the gamekeepers molest you or do you any
hurt 7— We have nothing to complain of in that respect, except the matter
of the heather., The hill is set apart at the beginuinyg of autumn, and if
we cannot get at the heather that week we must do without, whatever
injury may befall us for want of it.

13842, Do you get sea-weed from the shore $—VYea,

13843. Do you pay anything +—No, nothing whatever.

13844. Do you get anything from the tacksman's shore or only from
your own —We take it ofl our owu shore, but there was a portion pre-
served of the shore which belonged to neither tacksman nor erofter, which
was occupied by the proprietor for the manufacture of kelp. That is not
used now, and we get the use of it.

13843, And do you pay anything +—Nothing. We would not be
allowed to go upon the tacksman’s land.

13846. Do you live on goud terms with the tacksman 3—=Some ten days
ago some of our people went to gather drift-ware upon the tacksmar’s
shore and were prevented doing so.

12847, Mr Cameron.—I)id I understand you to say that the sportsmen
balituaily shoot snipe in standing corn with dogs +—1I would say five or
gix times in the season. The shooting tenant pays £700 or £800 for the
privilege of shooting over what i3 our ground and the ground of the
neighbouring erofters—the moeorland pasture—throughout the whole
parish. The proprietor gets that amount of money without any outlay
whatever on the place,

" NORMAN Morriso¥, Crofter and Fisherman, Breanish (61)—examined.

13848. The Chairman.—Have you been freely elected a delegate by
the people of Breanish j—Yes.

13849, How many people were present when yon were elected F—All
the male population of the town.

13850. Have you any statement to make on behalf of the people +—T
would say, in the first place, that they are crowded so much together that
they have no way of living. Our places were crowded first when the
neighbouring township of Miolasta was cleared. Six families of that
township were thrown in among us; the rest were hounded away to
Australia and Ameriea, and I think I hear the cry of the children till this
day. There were others came from various townships since at different
times as these were being cleared, and T instance various examples—one
from one place one from apother—and not one was placed iu among us in
that way, but accommodation was provided for him by subdividing one of
the lots that were in the place. We were deprived of the old rights of
the township moorland pasture. The half of the island of Miclasta
belonged in the time of my grandfather to our township and a neighbour-
ing township. We were deprived of that. We got no abatement of rent
when we were deprived of that, but when Cameron lotted out the town-
ship the rent was increased by £30.

13851. How long is it since the island of Miolasta was taken from you ¥
—Nenily sixty years.

13852, How lung is it since the township of Mioclasta was cleared +—
About forty-five years ago.

13853. As you are sixty-one years of age, you can perhaps remember
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how mauy families there were in Breanish befure the township was clearsd
and the people taken to Breanish +—Between twelve and sixteen,

13854. How many are there now $—Forty-thres,

13855. How many of those are crofters paying rent to the proprietor !
—There are twenty-nine names on the rent roll. *

13836, And the rest are cottars’—There are some of them who pay
from 3s. to 10s.

13857, Then the number of the families has increased from sizteen to
forty-three. Iow many of that number do you think have ecome in from
the cutside, and how many are the natural increase of the place +—Seven
came from the outside. We also consider we have a grievance with respect
to the berd upon the march, Tt is fourteen years since o herd was set
apart for ourselves and the neighbouring tacksman, and we are guite
willing to pay the half of the wages of that shepherd, but we have always
had the idea that the neighbouring tacksman marching with us cught to
pay the other half. 'We were also complaining about the dyke that was
built about thirty-four years ago. It was built in the time of the destitu-
tion, and the people were paid for the building of it by so much Indian
meal. Four shillings or five shillings additional rent was placed uwpon
every one that was on the rent roll at that date for this dyke, and we were
under the impression that when the expense of putting up the fence was
paid this 4s. or 3s. would be taken away.

13858. What good is the dyke}—It never was of much service, [t
was meant to enclose the arable ground, but being only a turf dyke it
stood only two or three years, and it never was repaired either by landlord
or tenant, We are also complaining of the fank that was set up in
Miolasta after it was cleared. It is only about 20 feet long by 12 feet
broad.  Ail the sheep sink into it down halfway to the belly.

13859. Is your township surrounded by dykes}—Yes, we march with 2
tack.

13860. You have disputes with the tacksman about shezpl—Yes; I
have seen the blankets taken off the beds to pay for poinding money, and
I have seen the plaids of the women taken away for the same purpose.

13341. If there was a fence put round all your hill pasture so as to
separate you from the tacksman, would that be of service to you 1—Ves, it-
would be of service while it lasted,

13562, 1f the proprietor was inclined to put up a wire fence round
your pasture would you coutribute by your labour to put it up #-~-Iam not
able to speak on behalf of the people in that matter. We did not consult
together on such a guestion as that.

13863. Do you think it would bs a wise thing to do i—It would not be
an unfair thing to do, but these things did vt cecur in the time of the
present shepherd.

13864. Did you bencfit’ by your sheep running upon the tacksman’s
land §—2Xo, we would not allow them there, but then we cannot keep them
off. They are none the better of going there at all; once they are caught
they are confined.

13865. If you could get back the half of the island that was taken
away from you, would you be able to stock it and pay rent for it 4—T am
of opinicn that it wounld be of great service to them, in order to enable them
to pay the rent if they got it back.

15866, If you got back the half of the island, would you be willing to
pay rent for it 7—I did not take the opiniou of the people of the township
on that matter, but I should think it would be a grest benefit to them to
enable them to pay their rent. What I understood to be the feeling of the
people was that they wished to plead for the old rights of the township.

* See Appendix A, XLL
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13867, Professor Mackinnon.—1 understand that to be that they should
get it back without any rent ?—Yes, that is the feeling of the people—that
they ought to get it back according to the old rights of the place without
any additional rent.

13868, The Chairman.—When it was taken away from you, was the
rent reduced 7—No; on the contrary, the rent was raised. There was £36
additional placed upon the township, eince I succeeded my father,

13869, What was the total in your father's time +—£73,

13870. What is it now 1—£100 now, bars rent.

13871, When was it raised ™—The reut was raised since Sir James
Matheson bought the property, when Mr Cameron, surveyor, lotted out
the place.

13872. What was your individual rent before it was raised +—The rent
of the township was raised when 1 got possession of my eroft, and it was
raised at the very time the crofts were lotted out, so that T caunot tell the
former rent. T already stated the rent to be £5 of bare rent and £2 of
assessments. The eroft is divided between myself and niy brother.

13873. What do these assessments consist of —There is 4s, or 5s. for
the dyke fence I spoke of. Then there is 4s. or 5s. more for moorland
grazing. Then there is the school rate and the poor rate, and the doct‘.or’s
money, and ls. for hen money.

13274, Wkere is the moor pastare you speak of 1—Tlie moorland ground
is sammer pasture. At the end of summer the cattle graze upon it for
four or six weeks. We dop’t send sheep there—only the cattle,

13875, When did you get that pasture, or did you always have it +—In
my grandfather’s time or before that.

13876. Did you pay the 3s. then, or was it included in the rest of your
rent 7—This 5s. was added to our rent in Sir James’s time. I never heard
of it before that.

13877. How near is the school to you at Breanish —About 100 yards
from the pearest house.

13878. How far are you from the church —We are about eight miles
from this one.

13879. And how far from the Free Church 3—Ten.

13880. You are the furthest away township cn the west of Lewis are
you not ¥—Yes, that is inhabited by crofters.

13881. There is no other between you and Harris —No, there is ne
other crofter township between us and Harris,

13882, Ts there a road to Breanish +—There is no road past Miolasta.

13883. How far are you past that place -—About one mile.

13884. And how far is the doctor from you ?—About thirty miles by
land, and about eighteen by water by taking advantage of the ferry.

13885. Have you ever had a doctor nearer you than that *—It is only
one doctor before that we ever had in the parish.

13886. Is it a grievance to be so far from the doctor —Very great.
When we come down to take advantage of the ferry we have to get a boat
from some other person.

13887. What is your stock !—Two milk cows and thres young beasta,

13888. And your sheep —Fifteen or twenty sheep.

13889. And a horse+—XNo, I never bad, and never shall have until I
pet grazing for it. My grandfather had. \I) brother has about the same
amount of stock that I have.

13890. And whet is the rent of your own and ycur brother’s croft 3—
£3, and there is 10s, of taxes in addition.

13891. Then your whole rent is £3, 10s. Do you consider that rent
too high %—Yes, for all the crops we can take out of the place.
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13892, Have any of the other people of Breanish a korse +—XNo, there
13 no horse in the township

13893. Where is the land near you that could beadded to you $—Qucs
you pass Valtos there is not a crofter between that and my own house—a
stretch of ten miles—and every foot of that is available.

13894, In whose hands are these ten miles I—Two tacksmen—John
Macrae and Alexander Macrae, and Mr Mackay. It is not more than ten
years since they were removed from one of these townships, but it is a
large number of years since they were removed from the others,

13895, Is there very good arable land on these farms{—That wus the
garden of Ulg both for erops and pasture.

13896, Afr Fraser-Mackintosh.—With reference to a remark you made
about some people being evieted, that the wail was still ringing in your
ears. Who was it that put these people out VSir James Matheson’s
predecessor.

13897. Who got their land ¥—Juhn Macrae from Kintail,

13898. Who has got the land just now %—2>Xir Mitchell

13899, Where does he stay 1—DMiolasta.

13900, Does he live there —Yes.

13901. Is ke a native of the island +—No.

13902. I would like to get some explanation about the herd you spoke
of. You complained that they had tv pay the whole wages of the herd
with the adjoining tacksmap, but I uwoderstood you also to say that the
tacksman nominated the herd. Is that so?—We appoint him ourselves,
at the instance of the chamberlain and Mr Mitchell ; but it is not our
present chamberlain that imposed him vpon us, but his predecessor, Mr
Munro.

13903. Would you not, unless compelled, get a herd at all+—A herd
is neceasary. He ig engaged there during the balf year, the summer and
autemn, and the tacksman’s shepherd could not keep the march very well
without a herd. We are quite willing to pay the half of the herd; the
tacksman has a shepherd upon his side of the murch.

13904, But you don’t pay any of his wages {—He has a shepherd upon
the other side of the fence, and we pay no portion of his wages.

13905, Then, I suppose, the real grievance is that this herd can only
be untilised and made use of at the march alone’—Yes, he is appointed
entirely for the march. He was imposed upon us fourteen years ago, and
we have paid £61 for him sines. That would go & great way to pay the
arrears of rent to the proprietor.

13906. Do any of the tacksman’s sheep come across into your ground ?
—They don’t come much across except in autumn, when they come into
our arable ground.

13907. Do you poind them then$—No; since the first shepherd cawe
iu there has not been a sheep poinded to the present day, so far as ever [
heard.

13908, Notwithstanding that yours were poinded +—Yes, and taken to
the man’s house. It was called the black prison from John Macrae’s time
until the present time.

1390%. What was the reason you never poinded tacksmen’s sheep, were
you afraid of the consequences —That would ouly make matters worse.
The harrowing and harassing of stock would be greater if we were to poind
upon cne side and they to poind upon the other. Then we have to pro-
vide peat ground for the shepherd at Miolasta. His peats are cut for the
last fourteen years just where our sheep and cattle rest. This was also
doene by Mr Munro, the former factor.

13910. Are you and your neighbows worse off 1n your circuwmstances
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than your grandfathers were}—Very much worse. My father never
earned one penny out of the island of Lewis, and he was not a penny in
arrcurs when he died. Neither did my grandfather earn a penny out of
the island.

13911, It was not pecessary VNo. My great-grandfather marked
thicty-six black lambs of his own {u oue year, in addition to the white
oues in Miclasta., Then they had horses, cattle, and sheep in addition ;
and we have no doubt whatever it was the crowding upon us of other
people, and the subdivision of the lots, and the land being taken from us,
that has reduced us to our present state. We have no hope of being
improved in our condition except by getting enlarged holdings,

13912, And you say there are ten miles that you could walk through
without a house —Yes. Then,if you go to the other side of our town-
ship, there is a stretch of twelve miles till you reach Harris, and there is
no one there except big sheep and shepherds.

13913, What is the name of the place ?—The whole of it is oceupied
by two men—2Alr Mitchell, Miolasta, and Mr Macrae, Edaravil. Therc
are eight or nine townships cleared there. Each of them would make pro-
vision fur one or two crofters.

13914. Sir Kenneth Muackensie—How many descendants paying rent
to the landlord has your grandfather left I—Five paying rent.

13915, Are there any heads of families besides %—There is no other.
There are young men who are not married. These are all the male heads
of families.

13916, Skeriff Nicolson.— At what age did you marry &Thirty-t vo.

13917. And your brothers, when did they marry —My father had two
families, and of my three brothers one of them married about the same age
as myself, and the other two were somewhat younger.

13918. Most of your people marry very soon i—They don’t marry so
soon now as they used to do in my younger days,

13919, 7he Chairman,—Did you ever pay anything for poiuded sheep
to the present temant, Mr Mitchell -—Never to Mr Mitchell, but to his
predecessor.

13920. How long kas Mr Mitchell been there I —Fourteen years.

13921. So you have not paid anything for poinding for fourteen years?
—No, I paid nothing myself, My stock seldom straged.

13922, Has anybody else paid Mr Mitchell poinding money ?—I am
not able to say.

13923. Do you keep your shepherd the whole or only part of the year?
—Half of the year,

13924, Does Mr Mitchell keep bis shepherd the whole year +—Yes, the
whole year. I don’t know he keeps him upon the march the whole year,
but he is in his service the whole year.

13925. But he probably comes to the march during the course of those
six months }—1 have no doubt he frequents the march the whole year
round, when our herd is there and when he is wot there.

WiLriam Mackay, Chamberlain on the Lewis Estates {56)—examiued.

13926. The Chairmar.— You may probably have some statement whick
you wish to make in consequence of what has pussed to-day +—There are
a few things [ wish to make a remark about. I wish to explain about
this kain money and the 5s. that have been spoken of. At the time the
estate was purchased by Sir James Matheson the rent was estimated to be
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about £9000 odd, and each erofter paid 5s. or a week’s labour at roads
or mill dams, or cartages for churches or mauses, or anything of that kind,
which Seaforth Lad converted into a payment of 5s. That was paid by
the tenants previous to 1844, as Seaforth’s books which I have can show,
The kain money it seems was an old custo.. vi bringing a couple of fowls
and a dozen of eggs to the laird, which Seaforth converted into a payment
of 1s. It was continued to be exacted, either & week’s labour or the pay-
ment of 1s., for some years. Sometimes the week's labour was expended
in the way of making the township’s roads.  About the time the Valuation
Act came into operation, or some years after that, it was represented to
the factor for the time being that this 5s. and the 1s. of kain money should
be added to the rental and returned in the valuation roll. Accordingly it
was added to the rent, Suppose 2 man were paying £1 of rent, he was
paying 5s. and ls, making £1, 6s. 1t is only £1 that would be returned
in the valuation roll, but it was represented that the 6s. should be includsd
in the valnation roll, which was done, and it is now included in the rent.
About the years 1850-31-52 the whole island was lotted. It was furmerly
on the run-rig system—at least a great part of the island—and then it was
lotted by Mr Cameron, an assistant to the factor at that time. Most of
the townships were lotted, and after that I maintain there was no increase
of rent,

13927, In whose time was the lotting done +—1In Sir James Matheson’s
time, 1850—51-52. There have been townships in which there was sowme
Government drainage money expended, on which they are paying interest,
One man talked about the fence at Breanish which was put up by the
destitution meal. They were not charged 4s. for that, but there was
Government money expended on fencing, for which they were charged
interest. As to the total increase upon the crofters since 1844 with the Bs.
and Is. added, the rental to-day is only £89, 3s. 1d, higher than it was
then upon the crofters. The increase upon the tacksmen, which, of course,
includes the interest on dwelling houses and offices that were built for
them, is £401, 2s. 8d.

13928, What is the aggregate increase from the time Sir James Matheson
bought the property till the present moment, without the shootings —TI&
is the jand I am speaking of altogether. I camnot give you that at this
moment. It is only the crofters and tacksmen I am speaking of.

13929. I am asking the aggregate increase npon crofters and tacksmen
from the time of the purchase of the property till the present mement f—
About £400.

13930, Prafessor Adlackinnon.—On the whole estate }—1I am speaking of
this parish only. There is Aird Ulg, in 1844, £32, 8s. ; to-day it is £32,
Bs. The township of Valtos in 1844 was £163, 4s. 10d.; to-day, £159,
ls. The township of Uigshader, £32, 8s.; to-day, £32, 8s. Township of
Lochganvich, £19 in 1844, and now it is £19. Eershader was £15, 4s,,
and is now £15, 4s, The number of crofters in this parish on our rent roll
is 419, with thirty-eight jeint tenants. There are two names perhaps entered.
There is no such thing as three names entered. That makes 457 recognised
tenants and crofters in Ulg,

13931, Ts that to-day or in 1844 +—To-day.

13932, You bave not the number of 1844 1—Not for the parish. Tken
there are subtenants or cottars. They have the land, but not paying direct
to the proprietor. There are 147 in this parish. The rental of the crefters
and cottars is £1533.

13933. The Clairman.—And of the tacksmen}—Of the tacksmen
paying above £30, the rent is £1274, 5s.

13934, Professor Mackinnon.—How many are there of them }—Seven.
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13935, The Chairman.—Now, what is the arez under crofter and cottars,
and the area under tacksmen +—There are 63,829 acres, measured off the
Ordnauce Survey map, under crofters paying under £30 of rent, at the
rental of £1533, that is 53d. peracre.  Under tacksmen, 39,932 acres, ata
rental of £1274, 153 =T4d. per acre.

13936. Mr Fraser-Mackinfosh—May I ask what is comprehended in
the forest in Ulg t—Morsglel, 13,872 acres, aud Scalisero, 2875,

13937. Is that land completely cleared of stock, or iz there stock
belonging to the proprietor on it %It is cleared of stock, There may be
a few sheep and a few cows kept, but it is a regular deer forest,

13938, The Chairman,—\What is the rental of that %—The rental of
the two iz £1100.

13939. Mr Cameron.—Is it under the same tenant —No, not the same
tenant—two separate tenants.

13940. The Chairman.—Are both of those in the parish of Uigt—
Yes. .

13941, Will you state what is the character of the ground in the dee
forest—whether it is in general similar to the Iand Leld by the tacksmen
or crofters, or whether it is distinetly of 2 different character I—In 1844 it
was 2 sheep farm.

13942. The whole of it %—There were two farms, Scalisero had part
of it, and Mr Macrae of Huishnish bad Ken Resort. His lease was out
in 1849, and it was converted into a deer forest, and in like manner
Scaliscro was under a tacksman. There were no tenants removed from
any place in Sir James Matheson’s day or for many a year before then.

13943. What was the rental of the whole area when it was in two
farms 1—1 believe the whole thing at that time was rented at about £200,

13944, Sir Kenneth Mackenzie—Does that rent inclode the farms or
merely include the forest t—For these 18,747 acres,

13945, Has the tenant the right of shooting over other lands besides
these i—He has the right of shooting beyond. This is what is purely
cleared.

13946, The Chairmnan.—1 understand that when this area of forest was
let in two Iarms the rental was about £200 as against £1100 now 1—Yes,

uite so.

13947, When was the forest first formed {—In 1849 or 1850 with this
Morsgiel faro.

13948, Was it before Sir James Matheson’s time —Npo, it was in his

day.
{3949. You heard that one of the witnesses stated that s Jarge propor-
tion of the forest was taken from one of the townships—Valtos, Was he
correct in stating that so large an asrea was taken from the township of
Valtos —Well, I cannot answer that, because in 1549 tho tenant was
then at the end of his lease of nineteen years, DBut T believe the proprietor
formed that place as a sheep farm even before the tenant that occupied it—
Mr Macrae, Huishrish, who was the temant up to 1849. The proprietor
occupied it before that as a sheep farm.

13950, Can you state what the amount of stock kept upon those two
sheep farms was ?—I cannot answer that question.

13951. Is there anything you wish to state voluntarily 7—1 should like
to give the stock kept by the tenants and what is kept by the tacksman.
In 1882, counting all heads of cattle returned as held by cottars and
crofters, there wers 1989 head. The sheep, including lambs, 7489;
horses, twenty. Tacksmen: number of cattle inecluding calves, 333
sheep, 3406 ; horses, 8. I should like to give the stock in 1881, because
there was 2 larger number sold in 1882 than there has been for many
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year. Cattle held by crofters, 2386 ; sheep, 8097 ; horses, 20; pig, 1.
Held by tacksmen : cattle, £34; sheep, 1232; horses, }13. I have also
to remark that T have mot been able to get the erofta of the different
townships measured, bnt of seven townships that have been measured---

Breanish, Earshader, Crowlista, Aird TUig, Valtos, Knesp, Carishader—
the area of arable land, excluding rocks and what is not possible of
caltivation, is 750 acres, held by 145 crofters. The average rent per
acre is 13s. 10d. That is with the hill pasture free. But inside these
seven townships there are 105 acres that could be coltivated and that are
not cultivated.

13952. Has any of that been cultivated in past times%—It may have
been.

13953, Mr PFraser-Wackintosh.—~Have von a note of the instructions
you gave to the surveyor +—It was merely to have the arable land on esch
croft measured.

13954, Actually under crop +—VYes.

"13955. You were careful to exclude rocks?—Yes; he excludes that.
As a speeimen of the number of acres in the crofta in the township of
Breanish, one man has 7 acres 2 roods 28 poles, but a considerable
portion of that is still uncultivated, and could be cultivated. There is
another in the township at £5, 7s., and the area 4 arrz3 2 roods; and
Norman Morrison and Angus Morrison pay £5, 13s. between them for an
area of 7 acres 1 rood.

13956. They state that their aggregate payments amounted to £7, with
all the different additions. They include in the rates some paywents of a
land nature, because they included the 5s. and the hen money %—That is
included in what I have here—the 5s. and the hen money. Of course,
there are taxes to be added

13957, Does this survey hows how the lands lie, that they are not all
contiguous—that there are rocks, and o on%—In his report he gives the
whole area, and what is not fit for cultivation is deducted.

13958. It will not show how much is in one field, contiguous +—No, it
will just show the area of the croft.

13939, From your own knowledge—taking one of these crofts of T acres
—how many separate pieces will there likely be in that eroft +—There
may be perhaps in some of them ten or a dozen separate pieces,

13960. No more than that? Tam afraid there is o great deal more 1—
No, I doo’t think there is in the place I am speaking of—7 aeres. It is
not so rocky as some others.

13961. The Chairman.—You heard the delegates who have given
evidence to-day, or two of them, complain that the local boards were too
exclusively composed of persons in the proprietary interest or, as one of
them said, in the aristocratic interest. Ts it true that there is not on the
school board or parochial boards a faw representation of the crofter class$
—XNot on the present board, but formerly there were four of the crofters
on the school board.

549632, What is the reason that at last election this change occurred,
and that the erofters became excluded +—There is at least one crofter—I
mean a crofter paying £9 of rent—still on the board. There was a regnlar
election, and they had to return whom they liked.

13963. Was there no manifestation at all of any desire to have a larger
representation of their own class on the board $—Not that I heard of or
saw. At least, the first board T had to do with, I met with the people and
allowed them to choose whom they liked to save a contested election, At
that time they did agree on the persons to be returned, but at the last two
elections it has been contested.
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13964. In what sense were these elections contested +—I do believe that
church matters had a good deal te do with it

13965, It was not 2 question of the proprietary interest against the
crofter interest at all +—Not at all.

13966. Lo you say that there never has been any influence exerted by
the propristor or by yourself in reference te the selection of candidates?
—XNo more than this, that I always used my iofluence in advising them
to send educated men—at any rate juen who could sign their names,

13367. But among the crofter class are there persons of sufficient
intelligence to make useful members upon boards of this kind +—Thers
are very few.

13968. But there are some i—There are some.

13969. Do you think it would be useful in the interest both of the pro-
prietor and the crofter that there should be representatives of that
character on the boards? Might it not reconcile them perbaps to the
tazation which is imposed 1 Might they not understand the objects of the
taxation better 1 suppose the ordinary crofters bere would be of no
great service on the beard. An illiterate man who could do no more
than write his name would be of no service.

13970. Might he not gain something by contact at the board with
persons of a superior class and intelligence +-Well, they might have had
it in their power to return crofters altogether, and if they were all crofters
they would be quite unfit to manage the business of the board.

13971, Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—How many members are there on the
school board in this parish +—Seven.

13972, And there iz one crofter --—So far as I recollect at present,

13973. Could you mention the oceupation of the others? You are the
chairman I presume }—Yes. 'There is the minister of the Free Church,
Mr Morrison ; John Macrae, tacksman ; and, T think, Mr M<Ivor, miller;
the doctor of the parish; Donald M‘Donald, ground officer, Dun of
Carloway ; the Free Church minister of Carloway; and Angus Gillies,
crofter.

13974, Is he exclusively a crofter, or has he some other pursuit or
trade +—1I believe he keeps a small shop. He was in America for some
time.

13975, Don’t you think, on consideration, it would be more useful and
more acceptable to the people to have a larger representation of the small
tenant class VI believe if there were a majority of the crofters, there
would be no prosecutions at all in the way of compelling the attendance
at school.

13976. But supposing thers were two or three instead of one t-—I don’t
see there would Le any objection to two or three.

13977, Mr Cameron.—Did you not state that on & former board there
were four of them 1—Yes.

13978, They had a majority then +—They had.

13979. The Chatrman.—How did they use their majority 1 Did they
do any mischief —No,

13980. Did they do any good +—I daresay just as much as the
other members of the board did, but in the way of visiting the schools and
signing papers and the like of that they did not do much of that.

13981, Is your teaching given by male or female teachers —We have
both male and female in the parish. Therc are seven schools in the parish.
Two of them are taught by females and five by males.

13982, Are they generally Gaelicspeaking people—the teachers —I
think they are all Gaelic-speaking teachers, but I am not sure of one of
the female teachers.
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13083, Do you {ind the people generally desire to have a teacher
capable of conversing and instructing in Gaelic }—Well, that is the general
rule, and we try to get Gaelic teachers.

13934, Yua nive heard a great deal said to-day of the clearances
effected in former times, before Sir James Matheson became proprietor of
the estate, and of the diminotion of hill pasture, and the consolidation
of pasture with large sheep farms, and of the consequent overcrowding of
the crofters upon small areas, and consequent exhaustion of the seil. 1Is it
your own feeling on reflection that that policy was carried too far, and that
the people are now suffering in consequence of it +—Well, what happened
previous to 1844 I cannot speak of. [ don't know what took place in the
way of clearances or what truth is in that, but there are some of the farms
that are now under shesp that have the marks of being ecultivated or that
crofters have been upon, but I menn to say that in all the townships of
this parish thers has been no change of the boundaries from what Sir
James Matheson found there, with thz exception of perhaps straightening
a march, when there was a fence to be built. There is one township that
spoke here to-day—the township of Kneep. In straightening the march

_of the towaship there was a portion taken off it, but there was a correspond-

ing reduction in the rent.

13985. I don't ask you the guestion with reference to the cenduct of
Sir James Matheson during the perivd of his proprietorship, of which we
ars quite satisfied, but T put the question to you a3 a matier of general
policy, whether you think there was in former times too much clearance
and tvo much consolidation, and whether you think that any portion of the
arable and pasture ground formerly taken away might now with advantage
be restored to the crofting class +—Well, it wonld be an advantage to the
erofting class to restore it for pasture, but not for arable ground.

1398G. Do yon think that portions of the hill pasture might advan-
tageously be restored to them for the benefit of their grazingl—Yes, in
other parts of the island, but not much in this parish. They havs more
pasture land in this parish than in any other parts of the island, and better
pasture land.

13987. I asked you before whether the land ocenpied as a deer forest was
of a very different character, of a much wilder and less profitable nature,
than the usual arable and pasture ground, or whether it is there the same
a3 the rest %—I belicve Morsgiel is the barest pasture land. T don’t con-
sider it fit for crofters—for arable laud ; of course the pasture, such as it is,
would be of great advantage if they got it. They eould keep more stock,

13988, We are struck by the small proportion of the horses kept, and
by some remarks made by the delogates as to a prohibition against keeping
horses. Is there any such prohibition ¥—None whatever. I believe in
1844 thera was not a horse in the parish, and I never heard of such horses
being in the parish as I heard to-day. There were no roads in the parish
that a horse could go on.

13989. Dut horses might be kept without roads—in fact, they were very
common vehicles of traffic before roads were made—might they not he use.
ful for carrying sea-weed and ploughing ground +—They might have beer,
but I am sure there was not a horse in the parish of Uig in 1844 on this
side of Loch Roag.

13990, In fact, there is no prohibition about horses on this estate at
all?—None whatever,

13991, Professor Markinnon.—QOne of the witnesses stated thit the
township of Mangersta was cleared ten years ago?—The people of tha
township of Mangersta at their own request were removed to Dun of
Carloway.
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13992, As matter of fact the place was eleared 7—VYes, at their own
request. It was not a place adapted for tenants. They were ln misery
and arrears, and then the place was exposed to the sea, and the sea spoiled
the corn, ’

13993, With that exception the marches remain the same as in 18841
—Yes, but there were other places cleared besides that, Reef was cleared
in 1850 or 1851, The people were offered their passages’to America—such
as were willing to go. A ship was engaged to carry so many of them. There
were twenty-seven tenants at that time. A gond many would not go, so
to fill up the ship people were taken from any other part of theisland, and
those who did not go got the Jots of these who went from other places, and
a number were sent to reclaimed Jands, and there are some I believe in the
parish of Ness.

13994. My reason for asking the question is this, that you stated the
increase of rent on crofters as £89 since 1844, and the inerease of rent on
the tacksmen as £401, and you said that the marches were the same 1—1
meant to say that the increase on the crofters that are now in possession
of the land, in comparison with their rent in 1844—all the townships still
under crofters—has been the sum I have said.

13995. And in the same way is the increase upon the tacksmen, £401,
on the land they occupied in 1844, or on the land they occupy now in
addition to what is clearcd ?—The land the tacksmen eecupy now, £401,
in comparison with the land they occupied in 1844,

13996, Can you name the various places cleared since 1844 +—Carinish
was clearad—there were twenty-one tenants there; Reef; the people of
Gisla were removed from one place to the other at their own request;
Ballygloom ; and Gara-na-hine.

13997, What became of the people of these different townships? What
became of the people of Carinish —A considerable portion of them went
to America.

13998. Reef 1—-They are in the same position.

13999. The greater proportion went to America, and the rest wers

allowed to enter upon sabdivided crofts in this parish and elsewhere?— -

Not subdivided, but lands reclalmed.

14000. So what the delegate said was not true that a croft was sub-
divided in his township to make room for ome that came from another
township +---No. 1 say that 1850 or 1851 was the time that was going
on. There were twenty-four tenants in Dreanish in 1844, and to-day there
are twenty-nine in our rental, but that arises perhaps from some additions ;
and when we opened the new rental, and find a squatter or subtepant that
has been paying rent not directly to the proprietor, but to the crofter, we
enter his name,

14001, This man said that six additional men were thrown in upon them
from the cleared places, and one mzn, from another township, and another
man from another +—1 cannot see how therc eould be'six, when there were
twenty-four tenants in 1844, and only twenty-nine now. Dut there are a
number of squatters in the township, which is by subdivision of their
own crofts.

14002, When you state that the land under the deer forest is consider-
ably rougher and wilder than that under crops and ander large farms, s it
the case that some of the land under the deer forest was formerly occupied
by a crofter population %—=So far as I have ascertained, it is not known to
have been.  Asregards Morsgiel and Scaliscro, I believe that sixty or seventy
years ago, or further back than that, there have been erofters there,

14003. Of course, the appearance of habitation and of cultivation is"to
be seen +—On Scaliscro and on the other side of Morsgiel and Ksen Rasort.
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14004. I have calenlated the acreage and rental. Tt is a little over
1s. 2d. per acre of the deer forest ?—Yes.

14005, Could you give me any idea how many pay £9 in the crofter
class i—1I know none except the one who is a member of the school board.

14006, So in that case he cannot be said to represent any one but him.
self, T find the average rent per crofter is about £2, 10s, A delegate
here said that the number entitled to vote for the school board, that is
those over £1 rental, were not in a majority in the parish I—I think they
are. There are only seven tenants.

14007. You thiok if they agreed among themselves they could carry the
day *—Yes, I think so.

14008. Was this man who has been on the school board elected a
delegate to-day I—No, he is not here.

14009. They stated that the hen money was ouly put upon them four-
teen years ago '—That is not correct.

14010. It has always been upon them, but not in that name +—It was
always upnn them as kain money up to the time of the valuation roli,

14011, And then it was made rent, so that the difference is only a
difference of the name?—Yes. We kept the rent and statute labour and
kain money separate, and now it is ail under one head.

14012. And the books were handed down from the former proprietor %
—7Yes. I have the Seaforth ledgers, and T see it was paid then,

14013, Sheryf Nicolson.—You exercise your anthority as factor apart
from your position as a member of the school board to get the provisions
of the Education Act complied with throughout the island +—So far as I
ean, I try to get them to attend the school.

14014. Have you not issued an order imposing a certain penalty upon
those who do not comply with the provisions of the Act +—I issued an
order in this way, that if the children did not attend schocl and make up
the attendance, their parents would have to pay what we cstimated would
be the loss to the board, 18s. per head.

14015. But where that is not done, what penalty do you impose upon
them Tt was imposed one year in a few cases, not for non-attendance,
but for absenting themselves on the day of examination without any
ressonable excuse. The cases were extreme. The officer had gone to the
house, and the parents would not give them up, and the boys would not
attend, Instead of 18s. per head the grant was about 10s. 6d. in the
parish of Ness.

14016. Have you found that that penalty has had any wholesome in-
fluence +—It had a good etfect that year on the attendance.

14017. But probably it has something to do with the opposition to
school rates, which is one of the grievances peculiar to this island ?—Well,
the rates are high, but it is very much owing to the bad attendance at
school. The grants would be much better if they attended school better.

14018, Sir Kenneth Mackenzie. —How long have you been in the Lewis?
—Thirty-eight years.

14019. Do you see any difference in the condition of the people during
that time *—1I do.

14020, Are they better off since you first came here }—They are
certainly better clad, and have more money amongst them than they had
at that time. T mean they handle more money.

14621, But are they more or less indebted to the proprietor than they
weore then ?—I think they are much the same. The srrears on the crofters
in this parish on 31st December last were £809, bs. 10d. T have seen
them more than twice that.

14022. You occasionally remit these arrears?—FEvery two or three
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years the rent rell is revised, and what is supposed to be worthless is wiped
out,

14023. Do you knew if there is any general compleint among the
merchants of the increasing indebtedness of the people to them —1 believe
there is.

14024. Tt is the opinion of the merchants that the poverty of the people
is increasing +—Well, it depends very much upon the sezson and the fish-
ing. If it 1s a good year, they sometimes pay two rents in one year.

14025. How long is it since there has been a guod year 7—I may say
there is a bad year every two or thres years,

14026, But is there never a good ons?—Well, since 1853 up to this
seasnit there have been, I think, seven or nine seasons when the proprietor
had to advance meal and seed, different years, according to the season, from
£200 to £2000 in some years.

14027, Has that been due to bad weather or to bad fishing 7 —Bad
weather and storms.

14038, Then, since 1853, you think the condition of the people really
has been getting worse 1—It is just the same almast. Every two or three
years they are in need of seed.

14029, The Chairman.—Do you think there has been an exhaustion of
the soil on the smaller holdings—a progressive exbaustion 1 think the
soil is a8 good to-day as it was the first day I saw i, from the system of
manuring they have. But owing to the system of cultivation the crop
eannot be good. They crop it continuously, and never lay out any of it
in grass.

14030. But you don’t think the erofters are worse now except in con-
sequence of the bad seasons +—The crops are as good ; it is the season,

14031, You meutioned five townships which had been cleared in Sir
James Matheson's time. You stated that the persons removed from these
townships were in a great measure migrated, and that others were placed
upon land and wild land newly brought in. Are we to understand that
none of the persons evicted from those five townships were placed on sub-
divided erofts in old townships, or very few?—I don’t believe there was
an existing lot divided and two put upon it, but there was land reclaimed
by Sir James in different townships, and they were placed there; and then
the people who migrated out of different townships were migrated into
these lots.

14032. Dut they were placed on newly reclaimed land in different
townships —Yes.

14033. Apd then did not they share the hill pasture of the different
townships +—Yes.

14034. So to that extent they did diminish the holdings of the old
township —They diminished the pasture.

14035, Mr Cameron.—Wo had one of the delegates named Norman
Morrison from PBreanish, who complained that some pasture had been
taken from the crofters in his township, and be was asked by the Chairman
whether the rents were reduced.  Can you explain that +—That must have
been long before 1844,

14036. You don’t know about the circamstance 7—1I know there was no
change upon the pasture boundariessince 1844. T know the rent has not
been raised since 1844,

14037. What is the present school rate in this parish®—2s, 8d.; that
ig 1s. 4d. upon proprietors, and 1s. 4d. upen tenants. That was the rate
in 1880 also. In 1881 it was 4s. Gd. ; in 1882 it was 2s. 8d.; and in
1883, 2s. 8d.

14038, What was the cause of this fall from 4s. 6d. to 2s. 84.%—In
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1881 we had not all the schools in operation, and we had little or no
rant.

B 14039. Do you expect 2s, 8d. to be the normal rate +—If the attendance
improved it would be diminished, and then 2 great deal depends on the
shootings being let. There may have been some shootings not let that
year, which would add to the rate.

14040. Of course, if the shootings should not be let, that increases the
rate upon those who remain +—Yes.

14041, What is the parochial rate -To 1880 it was 3s. 4d. ; in 1881,
3s 8d.; in 1882, 2s. 6d.; in 1883, 2s, 4d. 1t was so in 1883 because
the Uig shootings wers let, which made 2 difference cf 2d. in the £1,

14042, What difference do all the rentals of the shootings make in the
parish +—1 have not made the caleulation. -

14043. 1 suppose you could easily do it ?—Yes.

14044. And what is the road rate?—It is now 10d. Tt was ls. last
year. Dut the road rate is laid upon the whole island, and not upon one

arish.

¥ 14045. So the rates in this parish are about 6s.?—The total rates this
year are 53, 10d. They were, 1n 1882, 6a. 2d. ; in 1881, 9s. 2d.; and in
1880, 7s.—half by the landlord and half by the tenants. Thave one other
remark to make. Tt was said there was no eompensation allowed for
houses or improvements. In the rules and conditions of the estate issued
in 1878 and 1879, it was provided that every tenant who before the term
of Martinmas 1881 should execute in whole or in part improvements on his
lands, and should also erect a dwelling house and offices, or make altera-
tions on his premises, and who should further observe the other rules and
regulations (a copy of which I hand in}, should, on the completion of such
houses and offices to the satisfaction of the proprictor or his factor, receive a
lease of his present pussession to endure till Martinmas 1893 without any
increase of rent, Then follows. a description of the houses to ke erected.
They are to be built of stone and lime, or stone and clay harled with lime,
or with stone on the outside face and turf on the inside; to be roofed
with slate or tiles, or heather and divots, which heather and divots the
tenants shall be at liberty to take from such places as shall be pointed out
by the ground officer of the district. Each house to have two apartments,
with glazed window, and closet with window in the gable, and the chimney
open ; the byre to be built at the back of the dwelling house, and to have
a separate entrance; a gutter to be formed at the back for removing
manure, and so on.

14046, Professor Mackinnon,—]1 understand there was no complaint
covered by that. The complaint was that they could not improve their
dwellings because they had no hold upon the ground?—But if they
improve their houses they are sure of fifteen years from the date of this,
without a rise of renf. Something was said about the poor rate books and
school board books, but I shall refer to these on a future occasion.

14047, The Chairman—You might state at once why no publication
is made of the revenue and expenditure which occur 1n these accounts b—
The parochial board have published their accounts frequently. The school
board have not done so, but the accounts were open to any one with the
clerk at the time. I have been eight years factor, and I have never heard
of any one in our township eoming forward and complaining of being
highly rentad. I have had one in this parish, and I at once referred the
matter to two men, and I never had but one in this parish. I thiuk the
rates can be explained very well, from the low rental and the large number
of schools—seven schools in this parish.

14048, Do you think it might not be desirable to print the accounts of



Minutes of Evidence. 901 |

the school board for the satisfaction of the people, in case they lie under
a misconception +—I am sure the board will have no objection whatever to
publish the accounts,

14049, Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—Do you wish to make a statement
gimilar to this in all the other parishes®—It will be quite unnbecessary,
except a few statistics. There is just one other thing to mention. In my
day the tecants of Bosta, in the island of Bernera, at their own request
were removed to Kirkibost, another place on the same island, The tacks-
man gave it up at a rent of £120. I was offered at the time £150, but
these tepants of Bosta got it at £120. They got a lease of fifteen years,
and with the right of sending to the moor pasture 80 head of cattle and
203 sheep, and they were allowed to held upon their own ground at
Kirkibost ona cow and a follower, and three sheep for every £1 of rent.
They were to build houses under the terms of their lease, but they have
not removed the manure from the dwelling houses, or allowed the smoke
to escape. They have now been complaining that it is too large, that they
cannot pay ther rents, and wish to divide it.

14050. We have not heard the Bernera people yet +—No, but I daresay
they arfe here. They have been four yesrs in the place—twenty-six of
them—and their arrears are £82, 10s. 9d.

14051, The Chairman.—Is that a higher rate of arrears than on other
parts of the property +—It Is, in such a short time. They began free, and
had no arrears at all. Tt bas been said that the rent of the island of Lewis
had doubled, and that it was now £28,000. I have the valuation roll,
and the reatal of the estate there was £18,163 including everything, made
up in this way—seminary, £15; patent slip (which was £5000), £80;
castle, £350 ; brickworks, £30; Gara-na-hine and Barvas hotels, £139;
mills, £198 ; bouse property, £556 ; storehouses, £38 ; salmon net fishing,
£145 ; shootings, £3754 ; curing stations, £145; leaving £12,713 as the
rent of lands. The land rental in 1844 was £10,443, 4s. 7d., showing
an increase of £3270, but against that increase there is outlay upon
buildings.

14052, With your consent, we will take the general resnlts of the
administration of the property at Stornoway., We are obliged to you for
the statement you make, but we think it fair to the delegates that we
should go on with them to-day, and there will be ample opportunity for
you to make any statement you have to make at a Jater period #—1 have
nothing more to say to-day.

Awcus Macawthur, Crofter, Kirkibost, Bernera (55)—examined,

14053, The Chairman.—Were you freely elected a delegate +—Yes.

14054, Have you any statement to make on the part of the people of
Kirkibost —Yes. 'We were formerly at Bosta, in the north end of the
island, and all the lots in that part of the island, when I was there, were
rented at £3, 10s. When I left it the rent I paid was £4, 17s. 6d.
There were twenty-two families in the township, of whom twelve were in
the rental book. We were so crowded there that we did not know what
to do. The cottars that were with us there were in such a state that they
reduced us to the same state as themselves. We then spoke to the tacks-
man on the gouth side of the island, Mr Macdonald, to make an exchange
with us, and when Mr Mackenzie and Mr Dlackay heard of it they met
with us here at Meavalg. The exchange we wanted could not be made,
but we were to get Kirkibost, which Mr Mackenzie had. "When we
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removed to Kirkibost the whole stock we had was reduced in the propor
tion of five to three of the sheep, and there was one year kept from us of
the cattle. The place we had was so dear that we had two meetings with
Mr Mackay, and we were refusing to take the summing he was putting
upou us. We then went home and put our heads together, and determined
to send two of us to Stornoway to see Mr Mackay, and get relieved from
the summing ke was putting upon us, and I was one of the two. We
argued with him how small the summing was. He would give us no more,
and so we took what hLe offered. We came that year to Kirkibost. It
had been fifty-seven years fallow, and we were taking in the ground during
the whole winter, and we did not get one stone of meal of assistance. We
were wanting also the island which had formerly belonged to Kirkibost,
bat we could not get it, and we understood also that £20 had been added
tu the rent of it, which Mr Macaulay had been paying before® We had
been paying £48 of rent in Bosta, and in Kirkibost £120, and we have
nut a foot of hill pasture on that island more than we had before at Bosta.
When we were at Bosta we had to erect a dyke between ourselves and the
forest, and we could not put a beast upon it till that dyke was made, the
extent of which was calculated to be from five to six miles. We took
ashore our boats, on which we lived, and all the men and women bad to go
and work at that dyke. One shilling a yard was promised us for making
that dyke, and we never got anything for it. It was also promised that a
paling should be erscted on the top of the wall, whick was never done.
‘We have not been allowed to send our cattle or sheep to the pasture
enclosed by that wall. That was pasture we got in exchange from Sir
James. He tock our former summer pasturs from us, and we got this
pastare in exchange.

14055, How long is it since you or your people came from Bosta to
Kirkibost +—Foar years.

14056. Did you leave Bosta voluntarily, or were you obliged to leave
it +—We were obliged to leave it because we were overcrowded.

14057. But still you were not turned out +—No.

14058, You eame voluntarily to Kirkibost 3—7Yes.

14059. Youn say you made a fence or dyke round the ground at Bosta
to prevent the deer coming in #—1It is on the mainland. It is not on the
island at all ; it is on the mainland where we had our summer grazing.

14060. You wade a dyke round the suminer grazing between yourselves
ald the forest —Yes.

14061. Did the people of the township make it all at their own cost I—
Yes, all the islanders.

14062 Did they get no wages for it %—Not a penny.

14063. Was that an efficient fence against the dear 1 —Yes, but the wind
and weather were taking it down for sunie years.

14064. Did the factor promise that a paling should be put on the top t
—We were told that by the ground officer.

14065, When it was not done, did you ask the ground officer o have it
done 1—No.

14066, Why did you not ask him +—We were understanding there was
no use doing that.

14067. When you left Bosta, did you get any eompensation on account
of the fence ¢—XNo.

14068. Did you ask for any —Not that I know of.

14069. When yon came to Kirkibost four years ago, and entered the
ground at Kirkibost, did you pay rent for the first year, or was the first
year given you free ¥—We paid the first year we came to Kirkibost at the
rate of Bosta which we had left.

* See Appendix A, XLL
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14070, Was there anybody living at Kirkibost, or did you build your
own houses —We built all our own houses,

14071, Did you bring the roofs of the houses from Bosta }—Yes.

14072. Did the factor give you any assistance to build the new houses
—Nut a penny.

14073. He gave you no assistance +—No,

14074. Was there any road to Kirkibost%—No.

14075, Did you ask for a road —This year; but it was to the school
we asked it.

14076, At Kirkibost how many families are there now livingf-—
Twenty-six.

14077, All paying rent to the proprietor %—All paying rent.

14078. Have you got a full share +—VYes.

14079, How much dv you pay +—£9 of rent besides taxes.

14080. What is your summing? How many beasts do you keepi—I
had six cows.

14081. How many sheep +—Eight.

14082, Horses —None.

14083. Any other beasts 7—Yes, there are two or three younger,

14084, Have you got the shore of the sea —7VYes.

14085. Plenty of sea-ware !-—We don’t complain of that at all.

14086. Do you consider the rent at Xirkibost higher than the rent that
used to be paid at Bosta t—Ves.

14087. Why did you come to Kirkibost }—We came that our neighbours
might get some relief, as there was more ground for us

14088, Is there any ground on the tack which coulM be given to you?l
Are you near a tack at Kirkibost -—No, we are on an island.

14089, Have you got the whole island —No.

14090. Who has got the rest of it &—There are three other nllages and
there are two villages under tacks.

14091. Do you fish 1— Ves.

14092, Has the proprietor helped you with boats or nets —No, not the
least.

14093, What is it you wish to have now %—That the people should get
land.

14094, Which land?—The land that is not enltivated in the parish;
and that we wonld get summer grazing for omr stock, and that we would
get our rent reduced. If not, we would be worse than ever.

14095, Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—How many people are upon the island
of Bernera altogether &1 cannot tell.

14088, Will there be 500 +—I believe there are more.

14097. And it is all occupied by crofters and small tenants+—Yes,
gxcept the village we left and another village.

14098. Who has got these two places —Mr Mackenzie, Linskader, got
‘Bosta and Macdonald got Croir.

14099. If you got back these two places, would they help youi—Yes,
a little.

14100. Some years ago there was a little disturbance in Bernera —
Yes.

14101. What was it 2—That we were all summoned out of cur holdings
and the summer grazing, and we could not make out why in the world this
was done to us. 'There was not a penny of arrears in the island. And
we do wot know what would have become of us if we had not gone to Sir
James.

14102, You never got any satisfactory reason why they intended to tako
these things from you?—The best idea we had was that they expected to
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take this grazing from us, and give it to some of the tacksmen that wera
in the island.

14103, How many of you went to Stornoway Castle in a body?—
Between 300 and 400.

14104, And did you go?—Yes, T was speaking to Sir James.

1+105. And you have not been troubled about your grazings again —
No.

14106. You never heard more about it 2—No.

14107. What can you seill of your stock in a year out of your six cows
and followers and eight sheep 2—I could not sell more than one three-year-
old, and if I sell that in the condition I am now I will suffer for it.

14108. Suppose you were obliged to sell it, what would you get for it
in the market3—1I got £5 for a three-year-old last year. I have not sold
any this year.

14109. You cannot afford to sell any sheepi—No, if I bad money I
would boy them.

14110, Do you make your rent of £0 ous of your land+—XNo, I am
only taking it out of the sea in the summer time.

14111, Do you go to the Sshing npoa payment, or have you 2 boat of
your own {—I don’t go now. I used to go to the east coast, but now I
cannot go becanse T must be working at the lobster Gshing,

14112, Although you are representing here the township of Kirkibost,
1 suppose what you are saying is very much the position of all the people
of Bernera? —Yes, about the summer grazing and about the fence.

14113. Have you got 2 church on the island 7—VYes, one that was built
two or threc years ago.

14114, Is there a clergyman regularly settled there 2—No, there is a
missionary there at this time of the year.

Grorce Macavray, Crofter and formerly Fisherman, Hacleit, Bernera
{63)—examined.

14115, The Chairman.—Were you freely elected a delegate -—Yes.

14116. You heard what the previous delegate said about the fence that
the people of Dernera had to put up on the mainland.  Does that apply
to your township as well as his 7—Yes.

14117, And to 2l the people of Berpera in the same way?—All the
people of Bernera are in the same position with regard to that dyke.

14118, And you agree with all his evidence so far as that is concerned ¢
—VYes. But T am not sure about the length he spoke of, as I did not
measure it. Before thai dyke was made we had another dyke. 'The hill
pasture we had first was out in the mountains beyond that, and it was
there we had to build the dyke between ourselves and the forest, when
the forest was first made. ‘e made that dyke, and we kept it up for
twenty years at vur own cost. ‘Fher, when we got the pasture in exchange
for that former hill pasture, we made a new dyke between our pasture and
the foresy of Sealisero.  That is the dyke of which the last witness spoke.

14119, Professor Mackinnon.—The last witness said they were promised
1s. a head for building this fenee. Who gave the promise’—I did not
myself hear that promise. '

14120, Did you hear that the promise was made?—I heard, when we

" were summoned out of the ground, that the chamberlain kad promised at

that time that we would get payment for the dyke.
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14121. How many years before that was the dyke made?—About two
ears.
¥ 14122, And you did not hear of the payment for making the fence
until two years or so after 1t was made?—T cannot say I did.

14123, 'With respect to the other statement that the factor was te put
a paling on the top of the dyke, that was promised +—Yes,

14124, And why did you not ask the factor to put it up }—It was the
ground officers that formerly carried on transactions between us and the
factor. T was fist at Croir, inthe north end of Derpera. It is three years
gince we removed from there, because of the crowding of the people of the
place. The tacksman that had Hacleit offered to exchange with us, and
the chamberlain countenanced that, and it was done. When Croir was
first settled as a township there were only four crofters in it, of whom my
grandfather was one, and the vent was £16 on the township. Then
shortly after my grandfather got the croft, it was divided among eight
crofters, and the rent was raised to £31, 10s., and since then it has been
raised to £33, 10s, so faras I can remember,  The stock was at first larger
than it is now allowed to be by the chamberlain. They had horses in my
grandfather’s time, cattle, and sheep, but T have never in my time seen a
horse in Bernera. The place we came to three years ago, Hacleit, was,
fifty-seven years ago, In the possession of Stewart, the gronnd officer. As

ground officer he kept the place, but when he lost the gronnd officership-

he began also to feel himself lower in circumstances, and had to go as &
poor man to Ameriea. It was about £60 of rent when that man went
away. It is now £83, 8s. upon us.

14125. How wmauny are there of you who pay that reot?—There are
twenty crofis.

1416, And how many families —Tweanty families—127 souls,

14127, And you pay £835, 83. 1 —Yes.

14128, What stock is each croft allowed to keep?—There has been no
change of stock made upon us yet sinee we left Croir.

14129, Does that mean that each person in Hacleit is allowed to keep
as much or as little as he pleases?— Those who were in Croir are allowed
to keep at Hacleit the same stock they had at Croir.

14130. But Hacleit is 8 far bigger place?—We have had no increase
of our summer pasture since we came to Hacleit, though the number of
people is greater than it was in Croir.

14131. What is your own stock?—I have very litile stock. I kave
just one beast that belonzs to myself. There are other beasts of mine on
my grass which only belong to other people, who have not taken them
away yet. I mean by that my creditors, who must be paid in that way.

14132, 1 want to koow what your stock is, without counting your

creditors —Two cows, one four-year-old, two one- year—olds, and eight
gheep,

14133, And your rent T—£3.

14134. Do you eonsider yourself Letter off in Hacleit than you were in
the place where you were before —1We have more room, but the land is
8o tough that it would be a considerable time before it is of any good,
even to the strongest of the people.

14135. Did you build your own house when you came io Hacleit i—
Yes.

14136. Have you a lease?—No.

14137. Did you take away with you the roofa of the houses from the
other place 7 -Yes,

14138, Did you get any assistance in building your houses except that?
—Nothing.
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14139. Then what do you want done +—The people can never rise out
of the condition they are in, but they will sink deeper into poverty, unless
their rents are reduced, and more land is given them out of which to make
their living.*

14140. Do you pay more rent for the place just now than the man who
was there before you paid +—I cannot tell

14141, Do yon consider you pay too much for it -—Yes, for all that it
can produce of crop.

14142. Bat even supposing you had the rent reduced, would that place
there support twenty families %—T1¢ would not. The ground will not yield
as much as will support the people that live upon it unless their stock were
increased.

14143. How many families do you think that place of Hacleit would
mnaintain in comfort *—The half of the present population.

14144, Where would you remove the other half to %I have no place
for them.

14145. But you came to represent the people of Hacleit here +—Yes.

14146. What have the people of Hacleit to say about that +—They say
themselves that there is plenty untilled land in the parish.

14147, I suppose that what the chamberlain stated here to-day was
true, that there is less land in the hands of the large farmers than of the
crofters in this parish : he stated there were over 63,000 acres under
crofters, and 5000 acres less than that under large farms and deer forests.
If you think that your own township can only maintain the half of its -
present population, how can people say there is land in the parish for the
total popalation, though they should get it all %—That is the opinion of
the people, at any rate.

14148, Ts it your opinion +—1I believe the people could be accommodated
and live comfortably at reasonsble rents if their land were increased.

14149, All that came here to-day from all the townships stated that the
place was too small, just as you do. Now, from these figures there is no
place in the parish for them +—Though the people are making such money
a8 they can in every place to pay for the Jand upon which they live, it is
not the land that pays it.

14150. But you expect that if there were only ten people in your own
place where there are twenty people they would be able to pay the rent$
—I den't say they could pay the present rent if there were ouly ten, If
the rent of the township were reduced to £40, and the stock that is upon
it at present were allowed to be kept upon it, that would pay the crofters.

14151. So that you would require to send away half the people, and to
take off half the rent, before the people could be comiortable in the place
where you are —Yes. s

14152, Mr Cameron.—When was your last rise of rent? [Witness
produces a paper.]

14153. What was that 5s. of increase put on for 1T cannot say. Wae
got nothing for it at any rate, though the rent was raised.

14154, Mr Fraser-Mackintosh—When you spoke of putting off half
the people, and reducing the rents by half, so as to make them comfortable,
I presume you refer to the island of Bernera—Yes, I refer to the whole
island of Bernera.

14155, Then I presume you did not mean it wonld be necessary to put
away half the people off the whole island of Lewis, to make them comfort-
able?—No. Dat I thiok that if the waste land that is in the parish was
divided among the crofters, they conld pay it and live comfortably upon it.
Our mills were taken from us, and the one-sixteenth part of the crop is
due to the miller from every person whatever his crop may be. There was

* See Appendix A, XLI
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3 mill erected by the landlord, and a miller put into it who has land, to
which everybody is obliged to contribute.

14156, Sheriff Nicolson.—What mills had you before 2—We had small
mills of our own before. We are not satisfied with the way in which the
miller behaves about the grain. He takes his own dues off the grain,
and he grinds our grain as it seems good to him.

14157, Mr Cameron.—Did youn hear the evidence given by the
chamberlain 1 was not bere at the time.

14158, He said that the 5s. additional rent was placed upon the crofters
instead of work which they used to do formerly +—Yes, at first it was
work. The 5s, was put on, but thers was no work. It was for the roads.
Our reeceipts did not show the road money as an item in the assessments,
but summer pasture,

14159, Did you do any work after the 5s. was put on your land 7—No,
there was no work to do ; bat additional road money was laid cn us.

14160, Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—So, in point of fact, you are paying
5s. and road money +—7Yes.

Rev. Angus MacIver, Minister of the Established Church (50)-—
examined.

14161. The Chairman.—You have been elected a delegate for the
township of Islavaig?—Yes. That township is at the other end of the
parish contiguous to Braenish.

14162, How long have you been in Lewis?—I am a native of the
Lewis. 1 have been some twenty-eight years resident in the Lewis.

14163. Have you been a farmer yourself, or held lands in your own hands?
~—No, I cultivate my own glebe.

14164, So you have some practical knowledge of country affairs —Yes.

14165, Is 1t within your knowledge that, in conseguence of the over-
crowding and continual cropping, the land of the small holdings is deterio-
rating in quality and productive power—Yes.

14166. Have you long remarked that +—Yes, it would produce no crops
were they not forced with manure.

14167. The manure is entirely sea-weed +—XNo, not entirely.

14163. Farm-yard manure 7—Yes. '

14169. Do they import any lime, or have yon any in the island —No.

14170. Have you any knowledge of any case in which lime has been
applied to the soil here #-No; I applied a little to the saudy soil on my
glebe, but I don’t know that any of the crofters use it.

14171. Yon have heard the evidence which has been given here to-day 1
—Yes, except the chamberlain’s, which I could not hear very well. I
heard part of it.

14172, You have heard it stated that at a period comparatively remote,
generally before the time when Sir James Matheson became proprietor of
the lands, there were a number of evictions and consolidation of small
holdings for the sake of sheep farms. Do you think that course was
carried so far as to inflics a permanent injury upon the condition of the popu-
iation 71 have no doubt whatever.

14173. Do you think, if the proprietor were inclined to restore a partion
of the consolidated land, either in the form of common grazing or arable
ground, the people would be willing and able to take it up, stock it, and
bring it under cultivation in the form of enlarged holdings +—Well, my
idea is that the crofters could not in the meantime. They have got into
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such a dep.essed state that they could not stock the waste Jand unless they
were helped by Government, and I don’t know whether that would be
feasible or not. But it struck me that the only way in which the families
here could come to 2 position in which they would be able to stock the
ground and pay their rents is this, that there should be a scale—if the
people, for instance, were to get a £3 lot, and give them balf a dozen of
years of a scale, to pay for the first year £3, 10s,, for the second £3, and
so on till the scale was completed, from then revert to the £5 originally
assigned to the lotter. That is the only way in whieh I think they would
get on in that direction, unless Government did something.

14174, You would advise an improving lease with a gradually ascend-
ing scale of rent 2—7Yes.

14175. Supposing the proprietor were inclined to enter upon a course
of that nature, and enlarged the holdings of the small tenants, do you think
that the whole population of the island could be permanently provided for
in that form without the additional resource and remedy of emigration and
improved fishirlz communities, and so on, or #o you think it would be
necessary to employ various means for their improvement #—I have
thought over the subject very minuntely, and I have come to the conclusion
that the whole population of the island, which is very great notwithstand-
ing the present position of things, if the rents were brought down, and
something of that kind adopted, would likely come to be perfectly com-
fortable ; so far as I can make out, crofters should be ¢comfortable. I have
no doubt in my own mind, after careful consideration on that subject, that
as crofters they would be perfectly comfortable ; and along with education,
if the education is properly worked, and the land is divided in some form
or other, where the people could settle down upon it,—on arable and graz-
ing land,—I have no doubt the present population could be accommodated
well enough.

14176. And live in an improved condition on the land 7—Yes. I have
made this a sobject of conversation with intelligent people in the parish.
Mr Mackay has given different statistics ; but the conclusion was that the
deer forests and sheep farms occupied about two-thirds of the land, and
that the sheep farms are undoubtedly the best grazing land, and in summer
no doubt the deer forest is equally good. e have in the parish about
4000 souly, and if the estimate of these people is correct, these 4000 people
have to live on one-third of the land of the parish. Mr Mackay has
different statistics,

14177-8. Mr Mackay has given us the acreage of three different categories
of land,—land held under crofters, land held by tacksmen, and land held
as deer forests—and he has stated they are calculated upon the Govern-
ment survey. Have you any ground for doubting the accuracy of that
statement 7—No; Tam not going to dispute Mr Mackay’s figures.

14179. You have also stated that the land occupied by the deer forests
and the tacksmen was by far the best land, but you qualified that with
reference to the deer forest?—Yes, the deer forest is now for summer
grazing, not much for winter. I believe at one time, my forefathers
really wintered the cattle out on the Morsgiel deer forest, and brought
them home about the end of winter, and put them into the islands.

14180, You say you think that the people could all live in comparative
comfort on the land in the parish, if it were properly parcelled out among
them %—Yes.

14181, Dut that opinion was formed under the impression that they
were now living con one-third, but according to Mr Mackay they are living
on more than one-half. If that werc so, would not your opinion be
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materially altered 7—Well, I allow Mr Mackay’s figures to take their own
place, but I know every inch of the parish. I know every farm and I
know the cottar’s places, and the deer forests, and T simply make a caleu-
lation in my own mind as to the extent of the country. If we leave this
church, and go along to Islaveig, there are about ten miles of coast land
all along there. Now, here is a population of abeut six hundred people
into a narrow place, and I find there is only a space of about a mile in
extent for that number of people. There are other sheep farms—there is
Mr Mackenzie, Linshader, who pays between £500 and £600 of rent.

14182, 8till you don't dispute the acreage furnished by Mr Mackay ¢
—No, I am not going to dispute his figures.

14183. Then, granting for the moment that, according to your schems,
the whole crofting population could be for the present eomfortably accom-
modated on existing land in the parish, what do you think with reference
to the natural increase of the population? What would become of them
in the next generation ?—My opinion is that what has taken place in the
past will never recur, and my reasons are these. When I knew the parish
first there were very few people who could speak English. Now there are
a great many who can speak English. I find alse that now the people are
leaving the country more than they did formerly. I fird that there is
hardly any who are properly educated who remain on land. They move
off to other places. The only difficulty in that case is the poverty of the
parents, in giving them encouragement. If the Education Act is properly
worked, along with the material comfort for the pecple, I have no fear
in my own mind of the consequences, I believe the thing will ease
itself,

14184. You think that, in consequence of inereasing intelligence in the
pext generation, the congestion of the people would be relieved in a natural
manper —Yes; and I go even further; T go further, and say that this
island would become scarcer of pecple.

14185, With the increasing intelligence 7—Yes; but of course, if the
people are left in this depressed state, educate them as you may, there is no
possibility of their moving. Suppose a boy comes of age, what has he to
do? He must simply take the end of the ear; there is no alternative,
Let the people be put into a comfortable position, and their children will
undoubtedly move off. That is the natural tendency of the young men
here.

14186. But in the course of the process yon advise, the larger tenantry
or tacksmen would be wiped out entirely +—Yes, that is the case,

14187. Do you think there would be no disadvantage in removing
almost all the persons of superior education and intelligence belonging to
the middle classes of the country #—The fact is, these are not intelligent
at all. The man who pays a rent of between £3500 and £600 in this
parish cannot write a letter, and most of the other farmers in the parish
are equally behind, I say with the greatest confidence, that a great num-
ber of those crofters are far above them in intelligence. I have no kesi-
tation in saying that. A further grievance is that these people have been
introduced into the island,—all strangers $o the island,—and it has
always been a grievance to the natives that they have been put down here,
and that it is they who are taken into the favour of the people of the estate.

14188. You mean that all the tacksmen and larger farmers in this
parish are persons of foreign extraction?—Yes, and all of inferior
education.

14189. Have they done nothing at all to improve the breed of cattle
and sheep in the country +—1I suppose so. Mr Mackenzie, Linshader, has
a very good stock of catfle,
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14190, Are they of no nse in local administration as forming members
of boards?*—Yes. They are just put on to these boards becanse they are
gheep farmers—beeause of their position in that respect—mot on account
of their intelligence.

14191. Do they give any work to the cottars or labouring classes +—
They give two or three men work at smearing sheep in the antumn.

14192, Ave they geuverally kind to, and on kindly terms with the poor
tenants +—1I suppose they are much about what ordinary neighbours are.
That is all I can say. The people simply visit them, as they visit cne
another.

14193. Your memory probably extends thirty or forty years back here.
What change in the circumstances and condition of the people do you
observe I—There is a great increase in the population. That iz one thing.
Another this, that I was brought up seventeen years of my life in the

" island of Ternera, and there is scarcely any improvement in the circum-

stances of these people-—in their honses or anything else. They are never
looked after. Their houses are never cared for by the people of the
estate. The honses of these farmers are attended to, and roads are made
to their places, but none of that attention is given to the crofters, and I
find the houses are as far behind to-day as I can remember,

14194, Do you find no substantial change in the character of the
erofters’ houses I—1I find that the people are improving their own houses,
but there has been no encouragement given to these people since I remem-
ber. I know that by their own exertions and their own work, and any
means they have, it 1s wonderful to me the improvement they have made
on their houses. I will say that for the people in my own parish. I
believe in other parishes in the island they are not so far advanced.

14125, Do you observe any change in their dress or food %—Yes. They
dress more gaudily, but we don’t grudge them that.

14196. Are they better dressed then they were at a former period 1—
Yes.

14197. What about their food —Their food is not so substantial as it
was. The food is tea and bread, and if they happen to get fish, but there
is no meat. I remember when the people used to kill their cattle and
sheep regularly at Martinmas. Now they cannot afford to do it. They
don’t eat substantial food ; and Ifind that the young people cannot stand
hard work as they used to do. I find a good many of the young people
have lung complaints by hard work in connection with boating, and other
things,—and that was scarcely known when T was a boy.

14198. Are any of the children prevented from going to school for
want of clothes, or are any of the adults prevented going to church for
want of clothes 3—Yes.

14199. Do you know if there isa want of bedding in the houses —
Yea. .

14200. Is it still the custom to manufacture cloth te a great extent in
the houses, or is that going out +—They do manufacture cloth, but a great
mapy of them have no material.

14201. Could they not buy the wool in the country +—They do.

14302. Do you think the habit of weaving in the houses has diminished,
or is it sustained +—They send a good deal of wool away to Greenock and
Wick, and other places to be manufactured. They find it more profitable.
But they do weave still.

14203. My Fraser-Mackintosh.—You are a native of the island of Ber-
rery?—I came there when I was one year old.

14204. And for some time you have faken a material interest in the
condition of the people 1—VYes.



Minutes of Evidence. : 911

14205. Do you spprove of the demand they generally make, and which LEWIS
we have found in other places, that there is a necessity for getting larger
holdings +—Undoubtedly I do; I think it is the only remedsy. MEeAvAIG.

14206. Although there may be a minimum croft for some people, would Rev. Angus
you have a gradation of crofts in order that the more enterprising and  Maelver.
wealthy of them might rent erofts up to £30 or £40 % Yes. Tke only
danger is that it would throw out too many, who would come on the
island as a burden.

14207. Then what is the maximum rent of the croft yow would con-
sider right %—Well, it struck me that if Lewis were put into the position
in which it was in 1843, and the island reduced to this.—given out in lots
ranging from £4 to £6 or £7,—that would make them perfectly com-
{fcrtable, .

142U8. You made a remark, in answer to Lord Napaer, that the big
tacksmen are nearly all strangers to the island of Lewis ?—Yes,

14209. Can yousay that that class of people have been of any particular
benefit to the island or to the parish —No.

14210. What is the population of Uig 2—About 3500, I think; it is
ot 4000, at any rate.

14211. You also stated you were well acquainted with the whole parish ¢
—Yes.

14212, And you are prepared to assert, of your own observation, that
the lands in the hands of the tacksmen are much more productive than
those in the hands of the crofters 7—Yes, except Valtos, where but for over-
population the grazing would be equally goed. I think the sheep farmers
bave the best grazings in the parish, apart from that. But it is just
reduced from the over-population.

14213. Have you any idea of the number of scres, once under cultiva-
tion, which are now under sheep in the large farms and not under
cultivation —Yes, in sight of my manse there are three townships that
used to be well cultivated.

14214. I presume you cannot condescend on the number of acres, but
you can say they are very considerable t—Yes.

14215. And their utility as a corn-producing country is lost =—Yes,
entirely. .

14216. From the chamberlain we had 63,000 acres occupied by
crefters, 39,000 occupied by large farms, and 18,000 under the forests, so
they are about equally divided into two. Putting the whole altogether, it
would make 120,000 acres for the parish of Uig. There are 4000 of a
population. Surely 120,000 acres are fit to support 4000 people in
comfort —Yes.

14217. And a good many more+—We could take a good many more
from other parts of the island.

14218. So that in reality the figures of the chamberlain don’t alter the
conclusions you have come to +—-No, undoubtedly not.

14219, Could you name anything that has been done for the crofter
population in this parish on the part of the proprietor—anything directly
for their benefit—within the last twenty years? What money has been
expended, and in what form, if any 1 —I don’t know. T gota subscription
of £10 from Lady Matheson to build a church in Bernera, and that is all
I know of for the last twenty years. )

14220, That is all you ean say as to direct benefit =—Yes.

14221. We have been told there is a good deal of consumption of tea
at present, and we have heard in other places that there is a searcity of
milk. Ioes that scarcity exist in this parish ™—Very, very much.

14222, Is that not & serious disadvantage to children in their npbring-
ing t—Yes, they don’t look like children at all,
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14323. Afr Cameron.--You mentioned that the people were in a very
distressed state. May I ask whether that state has been going on
gradually, and since when you have noticed it t--It is going on gradually,
and it 1s in 2 very critical condition this year. For instance, T made up a
calculation last week with the fish-curers in this parish, and I find there
are thirty-six large fishing beats that cost about £110 each, and a crew of
eight men for each, and after I made a calcalation I found from the fish-
curers that they only made out eight and a half months. Now, of course,
the charge of laziness will be brought against them ; but to prove they are
not lazier than other people, there is a boat that came from thoe east coast
to fish at Valtos three months ago—a much larger boat than the Valtos
boats. They are there for three months; and I fird some of the Valtos
boats have beat them, That is just owing to the boisterous nature of the
gea and the currents, and I must say for those people that they show the
greatest courage in facing the sea. They get up at two in the morning
sometimes in winter. I only make that remark to show that this
depressed state of things has not come upon the people by any fault of
their own. Their boats have been launched for the last six months, and
they have not been able to fish even what would be able to keep oune
individual alive during that time.

14224, Do you thiuk they are more depressed than they were ten
years ago +—Yes.

14225. Aund you think that ten years ago they were more depressed
than they were twenty years ago?—Yes.

14226, Then the depression has been going on gradually +—Yes.

14227, And you attribute that in a great measure to the increase of
the population, and the want of means of subsistence *—Undoubtedly.

14228, T suppose that increase of population arises chiefly from natural
causes, from the subdivision of the holdings —Yes.

14229, How do you account for the people not discovering for them-
selves that this constant subdivision and inerease of the population would
be sure to lead to these lamentable results ™I do mot think they cal-
culated in that way; it has been going on graduslly and very slowly.

14230. Don’t you think it might occur to them, that if their grown-up
sons would either go away to the mainland or emigrate, that would be for
their interest and happiness %—They are so attached to each other-—that
is one reason ; and another reason is that families cannot exist in a poor
state if you take away the strong part of the famiiy. The rest will
crumble down. They have no people to pay the rents, and the one
supports the other. I believe that is the reason for this state of things—
not but that they would move off. The fact is, many of these young men
require all their earnings to keep themselves and their parents and friends
in life, and they have no money laid by. They simply keep alive, and in
a very short time they have no meney at all.

14231, I gather from what you stated in answer to the Chairman, that
you think that in process of time, when the people becoms more educated,
they will see that the subdivision of the land and increase of the popula-
tion is not for their benefit They will see two things, I think. They
will sce they will be better off in other parts of the world, and they will
be encouraged by their circumstances to move away to other places, to
better parts of the world, I find in my own cxperience, in the school we
have been teaching in Valtos, that, after fourteen years’ absence, very few
of the young men are there now. Some are away in England and
America, and making fortunes there. Another striking feature is that
those in very poor circumstances don't go off. I find they are still
fishermen here. -
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14232, You don't seem to have a very high opinion of the intelligence
of the tacksmen and large farmers; and therefore T won't ask you if they
have done anything to teach the people to better themselves. DBut I will ask
if the ministers have ever endeavoursd to persuade them how much better
it wonld be for their grown-up sons to betake themselves either to the south
or some other country to better themselves *—I ean speak for myself. In
the presence of 1500 lately, I said to them on the platform that from my
knowledge of the would [ would only be in the Lewis till T could get
away.

14233. Do you think the gentlemen of your cloth, so far as you are
aware, follow that course —1I don’t know,

14234, Did I understand yeu to say that £4 to £6 crofts wonld make
the people perfectly comfortable i—TYes, at a reduction of rent.

14235, We will call it a fair rent. You think a fair rent of £4 to £6
would enable a family to live in comfort without any ontside land +—Yes,
of course, that would mean a very considerable reduction of rent. 1
understand that the rents in Lewis are more than doubled, between shoot-
ings and farmers and everything else, and if 50 per cent. or less were taken
off, and then give the pecple holdiugs of £3, they would be perfectly
comfortable,

14236. Have you been reading in the newspapers the evidence which
has been laid before the Commission in other parts of the Western Islands
—Yes.

14237. Have you noticed that ceofters in several eases have stated to ua
that these crofts of the size they had, even though they got them free,
would still be insufficient to enable them to earn a livelihood 1 am not
sure I saw it exactly in that form,

14238. Now, as to this scheme of yours, of dividing the large farms. I
suppose under your scheme the rents would be very considerably reduced
to the proprietor I— Yes,

14230, Have you formed any idea how much they would be reduced !
—1I took it in & comprehensive way of looking at the total population of
Lewis, which is now in a critical atate, I formed the idea that if they are
to come out of this it must be by a great reduction of rents, and giving
them the lands, and then things will come right,

14240, But have you made any calenlation by what amount it would
be necessary to reduce the rents +—I have said already, by one half,

14241, Do I understand you to mean the proprietor would get half as
much rent for & large farm if it were subdivided among crofters +—Yes,
that is as far as I would go.

14242, Does that include the expense of building honses and making
fences —They would need to do their own bouses.  If they got it at that
reduction, I should think they would be bound to build their own houses.

14243, If they are so depressed, do you think they would have capital
sufficient to build houses and stock the land —They are endeavouring as
it is.

14244, But with holdings on a larger scale, would they be able to do it}
—Well, that is the oply way I see they could stock it. I don't see how
they are to stock it unless Government came forward and took some scale
such as T have indicated,

14245, So your plan is that the rent of the large farms should be
reduced by half, and that the Government should besides assist the crofters
to stock their land, and to go to the necessary expense beyond their own
labour in building houses and reclaiming land t—Yes,

14246, By what process do you think you could induee the proprietor
to make this saecrifice —Well, I have thought of that, and 1 have been
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thinking as to what should be done between the two evils, Here I find
these people, either through the mismanagement of the estate people or
whoever have brought them to this—I find these people been driven away
and forced into corners, and if that has come about under the management
of the proprietor, and the peopls are in this stage that something must be
done, they must make some sacrifice fur those people who are actually
being sacrificed in the meantime, for somebedy mnst come to suffer.  Of
course, I grant it would be so far a loas to Lady Matheson.

14247, But how would you bring it about—I don’t know unless you
legislate npon it}

14248, Dat what form should legislation take? It would be very
difficult to make the proprietor reduce the rent of his farms by Act of
Parliament I don't know. [ don’t see any difficulty about that. I look
upon land as different property from anything else, that is my starting
point, and I ook to the comfurt of these people first.

14249. You have not formed any definite plan of how it chould be
doune —I have not drafted = Bill,

14250, The Chairman.—IHow do you propose to arrive at a fair rent}
—1 wounld just arrive at it in that way. If I take the Lewis, and lock at
the state of the case, T would say it was rented a half too niueh for the
people if they are to be comfortable as crofters. Of course, if they are to
live from hand to mouth,’as they are now, it could Le left at anything you

lease,
P 14251. Mr Cameron.—But yoa mentioned that overcrowding was
caused by their own action. How can you say now that it arises
from the bad management of the estate?-I charge them both with
it. I say that the proprietor and the crofters are both at fault, The
crofters were brezking through the regulations of the estate. I don’t
gay whether that is right or wrong; but I find the proprietors have
allowed it, and that being so I have simply to face the question as it
stands.

14252, Deon't you think, if encouragement were given in some way or
other to the proprietor to allow some of the lands which are now oceupied
by large farmeres to revert to ths crofters without any compulsion such as
you indicate, the people would be in the position of being able to take
advantage of it, and so greatly increase their holdings and diminish the
number of people living in the present townships +-That is quite true
80 far as I can make out. That it would be a temporary relief, I have no
doubt. Suppose the pecple wers induced quietly to take these waste
farms, they would likely resort to them, but my fear is that they would
come back sconer.

14253. Professor Mackinnon.-—¥hat would be the size of the eroft fur
which you would consider £5 a fair rent?-—Well, the land here is not,
properly speaking, arable land.

14254, Take the stock of it }—I would say six milk cows, fifty sheep,
and & horse,

14255, Then to revert to the compreliensive survey you tcok eof the
island, what is the total population of the island 3—Abuut 24,000,
exclusive of Stornoway.

14256, That would be about 4000 families +—I don't think it comes to
BO Imany.

14257, If it were about 4000 families, supposing you got a £5 croft
for every family in Lewis, what would be the rent of the estate? Four
thousand families at £5 would be £20,000. That is a bigger rent than
the present —XNo,

14258, It is only £18,000 now, 2od you want the rent back to
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£10,000. Don’t you sce if you got the rest back to £10,000, as & matter
of fact, the whole island, from end to end, would give only £2, 10s. a
croft to every family, Storuoway excluded ——You need in that case just
to make the rental smaller in proportion.

14259. I understood you had worked out the matter 1 just thought
it out in my mind, but I did not work out the figures.

14260, If you require a £5 croft to maiatain a family in comfort, that
would give £20,000 of a rental, and the rental yon would aflix to the
estate is only £10,000. I find there are 3811 families. Now, that
would only give a £2, 10s, eroft to each family 1 —Well, that would keep
them all right,

14261, Mr Fraser-Mackintosk.—The rent has nothing to do with it t—
The rent has nothing to do with it, It is the comfort of the people that
1 look to.

14262, Professor Mackinnon.—You consider that a croft of £5 would
be necessary for the comfort of the people +—That is perfectly true, so far
a8 I knew at the time, without coming to figures; but what I mean is
that the whole island, even with this population of crofters and cottars,
the whole surface is quite sufficient. Reduce the rent by 50 per cent, to
£10,000, and divide it between these 3811 families of crofters and
cottars, and you will have a perfectly comfortable class of crofters,

14263. So instead of a £5 croft, you say that what would meaintain a
family in comfort would be the 4000th part of the surface of the island
—VYes; if the population is distributed over it, [ am quite sure they will
be all right.

14264, But yon are quite convinced, at all events, that this parish is
quite able to maintain its present population +—Yes.

14265, And you don’t think it is to its advantage to have large farma
at all —No, I think, if they are continued, things will grow worse and
worse.

14266. T understood you to make an objection to strangers immigrat-
ing into the island. What if Scotland should make the same difficulty—
what would become of the Lewis —The difficulty is that these strangers
have been used to lord it over these people, and that they have been used
a8 instruments to that effect.

14267, Are they all strangers *—There is just one pative. I don’t
know there are more than two or three natives in the whole of the largs
farms on the island.

14263, You also stated it was your opinion that there should bea
removal of some of the people.  Should not the fact that some people are
going awny and doing well, and are able to maintain their people in mere
comfort than if they remained at home, influence the young men here to
go away also %—Yes, and it has that tendeucy.

14269. Then how do you account for the population inereasing year by
year i—There are not a great many of them leaving,

14270. Why don’t more of them go?—DBut where will they go, and
how will they go? I see a number of young men bere, and I don't know
bat I can count on my fingers the number who could bring themselves to
Glasgow.

14271, Dut suppose they were assisted to go, do you think that would
induce themi to go T—I daresay it would induce some of them, but would
you have the young men to leave and not families ?

14272, Would there be families willing to go if they were assisted !
—The state of fecling just now, so far as I can make out, in Lewis is
to get the lands. T must tell the Commission that irankly, It is mot
emigration.
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14273, Don’t you think the two could go on together—emigration and
getting the land +—1I am afraid the people could not get it dons just now.
The land must be settled first, T think, before you will get the others to go
a foot. It is one in a thousand that will consent while such a movement
is being made towards getting the land. There will be very little chance,
until svme arrangement i3 come to, of the two going on together.

14274, And you share in the feeling that till the land question is
scttled there shonld be no emigrationt—I say I have no feeling in the
matter. My feeling ia to see the people get the very best done for theim.

14275, Are you not convinced that, no matter what permanent arrange-
ment of the land may be made, it would be of the greatest advantage to
them and their {amilies that a great many should emigrate —No doubt of
that. Having seen a great deal of Canada, T often s1iy that to my people,
and elsewlere.

14276, And any influence of yours you would use to encourage them to
get it agoing =—If I could see that those people could be settled down
with some degree of safety and comfort; but to take them in their present
depressed stafe of circumstances, and bundle them off to the forests of
Canada or to the plains of Manitoba, I would tzke no responsibility in
that, unless I could see them fairly settled down and having some hold
of the ground, because I know that in emigration which was carried on
here thirty years ago to Canada very serious consequences took place.

14277. You would like a readjustment of the land at home as well as
emigration —Yes, I would Iike any people who go to go voluntarily.
Bat to use the slightest pressure upon them I would be no party to.

14273, T don't mean pressure—1 mean suasion. When you know it is
go much for their good, you would endeavour to use your influence, when
a readjustment was made at home, to get them to face emigration 3—I
have been trying the use of suasion upon them for the last seven years,
and what are the consequences? None. .

14279, The Chairinan.—DBut if the people saw there was a serions and
substantial desire to afford means of improving their condition at home,
do you think that would make others eontemporaneously more inclined to
emigrate, if they had encouragement to do so, and support in America —
Well, my idea of the state of feeling among the people is, that they would
all see the land readjusted first before there was any movement. T mean
to teli the Comrmaission frankly the feeling of the people—that the first
thing they would like to see is the settlement of the land, but that some
would move oft contemporaneounsly with this arrangement I don't believe.
1 dor’t think thas that is the feeling at all.

14280, Sir Kenneth Markenzie—Do you think the people believe that
if the land were entirely redistributed there would be encugh for them +—
Yes, that is their feeling.

14281. Do you know any crofter in comfortable circumstances fn this
parish +—Yes.

14282, Could you nams him ?--There is one crofter at Valtos—John
Buchanan,

14233, What rent does he payi—I don't know; but of course the
comfort in connsction with it is from the young men he has, He has
three able-bodied young men who are fishermen, and work the land as
well.

14284, But do you know any one in the parish who has sufficient land
to be comfortable t—I am not aware just now. I mean that I would like
to see the crofter a0 that he could pay his rent and feed his family as a
crofter should do, and pay his way.

14285, I quite understand that. I merely want to know if you know
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of an instance of such a crofter in this parish —Well, I cannot remember
just now any one more than avother. There was one brought forward
to-day as a member of the school board—Mr Angus Giliies, Kirkibost.
He is a com{ortable erofter. -

14288, Do you know what rent he pays?—£9.

14287, Do you think that if all the other people in the island had
similar crofts at £4, 10s. they would all be comfortable +—Y'es.

14288. And you think there is land encugh in the island to give all
those people similar crofts?—That is miy decided settled opinion; of
course I have not gone into facts,

14289, And Mr Angus Gillies’ croft is not too large +No.

14290, The Chatrman.—It may be right to say that as you seem to be
under the impression that the large farmers were all, except one, not
natives of Lewis, a paper has been put into my hands stating there are
geven farmers with above £30 of rental in the parish of Uig, and that
four of them were born in the island of Lewis and three of them were
born elsewhere +—The only ove I know is a farmer in Mangersta—23r
Donald Mackay.

14291. Perhaps you mean by strangers perscns of strange extraction?
-—There may have been some of these born in the island. I understand
what that is driving at. The fathers of these were the first who really
depopulated the place, and the peeple look at the children of these as
reatly not natives of the island.

14292, Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.— Children of the stranger—Yes. 1
sm only expressing the opinion of the parish, which I am bound to do as
a native, and which has been in existence for the last fifty years in this

rarish.
: 14293. Tn regard to emigration, you stated that a nember of the people
in this parish are supported by their children, who go away and earn money
in other guarters +—Yes, to the east coast fishing,

14294, Then weuld it not be a crusl thing to send away those young
men and deprive their parents of their support —TYes.

14295, And if there is to be any emigration at all, T presume you are in
favour of emigration by families who are willing to go%—Yes, by
families, Of course, my idea is this, that in the present state of the
people emigration is out of the question—either the one way or the other
—in the meantime,

14296. You were asked a guestion about wlat assistance the Govern-
meut would give in the event of these eroits being enlarged. If any
pssistance were given, [ presume you mean that in time the crofters would
pay it back ?—Yes, they are ready to repay it with interest,

14297. They don't expect to get eleemosynary aid —No. .

14298. In your parish there ave 120,000 aeres and 4000 people—30
acres for each man, woman, and child—is that not sufficient 2—Yes.

14299, Sheryf Nicolson.—What do you mean by saying that emigration
js out of the question at the present moment? Suppose a wise and
judicious scheme were organised, would that not be a great benefit to the
island —Tt would be a great benefit, granting you get the people to agree,
and if yon saw they were properly settled in the places where they were

oing.

I-igBOO. Have the results of former voluntary emigration—for there has
been nothing but voluntary emigration within the memory of any of us—
been satisfactory %—The results have been satisfactory so far as the cireum-
stances of the people in America are concerned. They are in comfortable
circumstances.

14301. A good many were removed by Sir James Matheson with their
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own will, and were very well provided for +—Well, T am not going to say
as 1o that. Some people say it was voluntary. But therp was a great
deal of foreing, and these people were sent away very much against their
will. That is very well known, and people present know that perfeetly
well.  Of course, they were not taken in hand by tbe policemen and all
that, but they were in arrears, and had to go, and remonstrated against
oing.

8 14302, Ts there any particular reason why the people of Lewis more
than those of the other Western Islands, or of Scotland, should be kept
at home and not helped to populate our colonies ¥ Have they any par-
ticular claim to be astricted to their native soil+—No, but I don't want
to see our colonies populated first, before we get our own land populated.

14303, Then when would you commence emigration from Lewis +—Just
when they commenced themselves, and there is a very serious ditficulty in
this island in this respect. For instance, we have 1600 Reserve men
drilled in Stornoway. The eountry knows the eulogy pronounced upon
them by the Duke of Edinburgh. T don't think he would like very well
to see those people taken and sent away to other places.

14304, But does it follow that they would all need to got—If there
was a removal, say of 2000 or 3000 of the iuhabitants of Lewis, would
there not still be a larger population in it than there ever was before b —
But is this emigration to be carried out on the same principle as it was
thirty or forty years ago, to clear tho ground, and not to give them lands
which are waste in the meantime ?

14303, If it were done with the view of giving more land to the people
that were left, would not that be a benefit, even supposing you did not
touch the big farmers at all -—1I would like to answer that by asking how
could it be done,

14306. The Chairman.—By encouragement and by offering them
favourable terms. I am not suggesting emigration withvut corresponding
measures in the country for the benefit of the people who remain, but why
should they not emigrate from an island like Bernera, witk encourage
ment —Well, I am telling the Commissioners what is in the minds of the
people, and that they are not for that in the meantime. What they would
have in the meantime ts the lands at home, and for my part I cannot see
that that is a wrong or an unjust demand.

14307, Sir Kenneth Mackenzie—At half rentT—Well, they want a
reduction of rent,

14308. Fifty per cent. in fact +—Yes.

14309, The Chatrman.—You say you have some experience of the
colonies, What are the colonies to which you think the people of this
country, having regard to their habits of industry at home, could emigrate
to with the best advantage ¥ Lower Canada. I don’t know further.

14310, Are there any portions of Lower Canada, Nova Scotia, Prince
Edward’s Island, or the countries nearer the seaboard, in which land could
still be got in considerable areas and at moderate prices ?—L think so.

14311. 1t seems to me that the climate at Manitoba is so severe, and
go unlike the climate of this country, that it almost amounts to & hardship
to send the people of this country there; or do you think they would
accommodate themselves to it '—Fromall T can gather, T don’t think there
is much ditference between the elimate of Manitoba and South Canada.
I have been out in Lower Canada at 3{° below zero.

14312, I think there is a great difference in the duraticn of the winter}
—Yes. If there is to be emigration from this place, and if they are dis-
posed to go, sa far as I am concerned, I would go at the head of 2000 of
them to Manitoba,
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14313, Don’t you think Australia and New Zealand offer some
advantages superior to Canada ?—Yes, but the distance is so very great.
I understand it costs about £100 to send a family tu Australia,

14314, And it would perhaps cost £40 to send them to Canada i—Yes,

Jomx Marnwsox, Crofter and Fisherman, Aird (42)—cxamiced.

14315. The Chairman.—Have you been freely elected a delegate $—
Yes.

14316. Have you any statement to make on the part of the people at
Aird +-Yes. ‘Adird Uig.—I, Jobn Mathieson, was slected by the peopls
* of Aird Ulig township as one of the delegates to represent them before
¢ the Royal Commissicners, and I beg to submit a few statements here for
¢ their consideration which may throw some light on the grievances of the
¢ crofters, and the doings of the landlord and factor. Aird Ulg is 2 small
‘ township in the most remote corner of the island of Lewis. It was first
‘ inhabited by crofters about fifty-eight years age. Six crofters had taken
‘it then at the rent of £30. It was then a piece of uncultivated moss,
¢ with the exception of two or three small patches which was once used
‘by a shepherd. The crofters then got many good promises for com-
¢ pensation for improvements, &, and never got any. There was a good
* piece of hill pasture taken from them at the coming in of a new factor,
‘ on sccount of them not having written agreements on the rights and
* boundaries of the township, but no reduction of rent. There are now
‘ nine crofters and five cottars in the township. There are a few of the
¢ first crofters still living in the township, who have toiled all their lifetime
‘ taking in land and making improvements, and never got any compensa-
‘ tion but their rents raised. I will give one instance here of how factors
¢ treat some of their honest crofters. One of these first crofters, a very
¢ honest and respectable man who paid rents in the township for about
¢ fifty-five years, and was never one shilling in arrears all his lifetime,
¢ was about twelve years ago going to pay rent to the factor, a distance of
¢ thirteen miles, and being in bis old age and getting frail, was a few minutes
¢ behind the rest of the crofters, and did not answer his name when called,
¢ was fined fAve shillings, and about thirty five shillings put on his rent for
* having so much bad manners as to complain that it was not right to fine
¢ him under the circumstance. Of course that was the law of the factor,
“ and he had to sabmit to it, and pay it. That is the kind of treatment
* and sympathy the landlord and factor shows to their crofters even in
¢ their old age. One of the principal grievances of the crofters is too
¢ little land—especially grazings—too high rents, and the system of over-
¢ crowding. About years ago five shillings was put on the rents of
¢ every erofter in the township for hill pasture or summer grazing, and we
¢ pever got it, though repeatedly asked. Another sore grievance to the
¢ erofters is the want of a road to the township, and also the impropriety
¢ of the site of the schoolhouse, which was erected a few years ago utterly
¢ agninst the people of the two townships concerned, au act which is looked
“ gpon throughout all the country as a disgrace in a Christian land, and
¢ which inevitably deprives the children of the township of the benefit of
¢ education, and this is altogether aseribed to the influence of the present
¢ factor. The highway is almost three miles from the township. There are
* a number in the township who ate not a diet of their own produce for
¢ the lust twelve months, and from year to year have to carry all their
¢ necessaries on their backs almost three miles, as already mentioned, over &
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‘ rough and dangerons ground ; and as a proof of this, a few weeks ago a
¢ persou got his hand broken or dislocated carrying a bag of seed for his
¢ ground. We have ever been assessed with road money, and getting
‘no benefit. Our township, which was formerly paying only £30
‘rent, is now about £33, This year the Lewis Relief Committee had
‘under consideration the necessity of a road from the public school-
‘house to our township, and gave sanction to make the road, but
* the factor persists in not giving us the road or any comfort whatever,
‘ These funds are apparently under his own command, and he thinks he
‘ may use them as he pleases, As a surveyor from Lady Matheson has
¢ lately taken in a report of the arable land of the crofters, which may be
* brought up as evidence against crofters, I may just say in a word that
! his report of measurement is wroug, and should be discarded until fair
* justice is done in this matter. Another general grievance is the undue
¢ influence of the factor over crofters at elections, getting himself and others
of his own favourites and caste elected. These are only a few of the
¢ grievances which may be offered, but time will not permit me at present
‘ to go further on.’

14317. What was the name of the old crofter who was fined 5s. +—John
Mathieson. He is not now living. He was my uncle.

14318, Who wrote this paper +—A lad belonging to the place.

14319. Have you read it and understood it —Yes, T know the tenor of
it. Some of it was read and explained to me.

14320. Was it communicated to all the people —They all know ita
contents,

14321, How far is the new schoolhouse from the township i—Two and
a half miles.

14322, Do the children go or do they not goi—The strong ones go in
sumuer, but very few go in winter.

14323, This paper complains that the schoolhouse was built in that
position contrary te the wishes of the two townships. Could it have been
built in any place more econvenient to all the country round, which it is
intended to servet—VYes, I don't believe the site could be worse chosen
anywhere.

14324, Who fixed upon the sitet—The chamberlain is the only one
whom we can hold respousible for the school being built there.

14325, Was the place not fixed uwpon by the school board +—Well, he
was chairman of the school board, some supporting him, and some opposing
him. Those connected with him in the administration supported bim, and
the thing was done

14326, You complain that a rosd has not been made from the public
school, and that there are funds in existence to make the road. Have you
applied to the factor to make the road ¥—Yes, oftener than once.

14327, Do you still hope that the road will be made '-We had same
expectations that the road would be done at the expense of the com-
mittes who superintend the destitution funds in Stornoway, but we huve
no hope of it now that Mr Mackay has out-aud-out refused to go on
with it.

14328. Had you any reason %o believe that there were funds at the
disposal of the relief committee for this purpose —Whether or not, there
is expended in this parish, and npon the rest of the property, money to
make roads elsewhere that not only would bring the road to the schoolhouse,
bat to cur own homes.

14329, It is stated here that there was an old erofter who had paid
his rent for fifty-five years, and, being about twelve years ago a short time
too late in appearing on the day, was fined 53, and in cousequence of
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gomething he said 35s. was added to his rental. Are these facts within
your own personal knowledge *—The man himself told me.

14330. Was the additional rent of 35s. actually levied from him +—7Yes;
he stood out against paying it for a time, but latterly he paid it, and touk
several years in doing so.

14331. Was that only for one year I believe it was remitted to him
before he died. I believe the present chamberliin, Mr Mackuy, remitteld
that sum.

14332, Was the additional 35s. for one year only, or was it for every
year +—For every year. He paid it for a number of years.

14333, Are you sure there was not some other reason for putting on
the 35s.7—I am not aware. My own father was constable at the time,
and he asked him what was the reason, and that was the sole reason he
gave him, namely, that be stated to Mr Munro that the land was his so
long as he paid rent for it, and this additivnal sum was imposed upon him
for his presumption.

14334, You say there are now nine crofters and five cottars in the
township. Are they all paying rent to the proprietor, or only the nine
crofters +—The nine crofters only. '

14335, Have you one of the nine crofts?—Yes, my father is still living,
but bedridden, and my name is on the rent roll along with my fathers,
but I am the only mainstay of the house.

14336. What stock do you keep —Sometimes three cows and sometimes
four, but when there is a bad year, the one pair eats up the other. The
summing is three cows with three calves until the calf is & stirk, or four
cows with no calf at all, and twelve sheep,

14337, And what is your rent?—£3, and the assessments are some-
times as high as 14s.

14338. Has any hill pasture been taken away from you *—Yes, some of
what was within the marches of the township when it was originally lotted
has been taken away from us.

14339, Whom has it been given to%—To the adjacent crofting township.

14340. How long ago is that +—1I ouly heard it from my mother. I
don’t remember the case myself.

14341, Mr Fraser-Muckintush.—Were you once a meinber of the school
board +—Yes.

14342, Why are you not a member now It is not exactly easy for
me to explain that matter. My opinion is that it was because the whole
populition were unable to express their opinions properly upon the day of
the election.

14343. Do you believe that the influence of the chamberlain was used
to prevent your return +—I believe it was in one way, and even two I may
Bay.
14344, How many crofters were on the last board when you were on
it —Four.

14345, How many are on now 1—One.

14346, Was it agreeable to the crofters generally that their numbers
should be so far reduced at the last election 21T believe that some at least
of the people would prefer that some of those that were out should be in
and I am further of opinion that the crofter members that were upon the
late board were better members, bothk from the point of view of the
administration of the estate and giving expression to the feeling of the
estate, than the present board are.

14347, I understand you have some experience about the encourage-
ment tkat is given to the people for building housest—Yes, T know the
encouragement that is given in the district where I live.
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14348, Will you give us an instance of the encouragement given to the
people to better their houses or benefit themselves —I1f they transgress
the laws of the chamberlain, that they should be threatened with removal
out of their holdings even if their houses were half built up.

14349. Is there, in point of fact, discouragement to the people to
improve their dwelling houses? Do they feel that %—1 believe that if the
people would get the assurance that the places wounld be their own, they
would make all their endeavour to make their houses better.

14350. Do you want your own croft enlarged +—1 consider it too little.

14351. What do you mean by stating in the paper that the surveyor
is not doing right in the way he is surveying the land +—That he is
measuring places that are incapable of cultivation.

14352. Do you know what is the extent of your father's croft i—XNo, T
do not know.

14353. Are there four acres *—I should searcely say it was four,

14354. How many distinet pieces is it composed of ¥ Is it contiguous
or broken up into a number of patches —We made one piece of it finally,
but it was only a piece here and there at one time.

14353, Professor Muckinnon.—Are you aware that the surveyor is
putting dowa uncultivable land as cultivable land in his report—I
cannot say as to that. 1 only kuow he measures with the chuin ground
that is uncultivable.

14356. But if you don’t know he is returning it as uoeultivable ground,
how do you kuow he is not measuring rightly +—I cannot understand how
he should measure, side by side, the uncultivable and cultivable grounds
in any other way.

14357, Sir Kenneth Mackenzie.—Have the rules of the estate been made
known to you under which compensation is given for building honses -
Yes, I have got 2 copy ; but I know another thing, I attempted to build
a house, and I lost the skin off my back carrying stones in a rope, and
since I conld not engage 2 mason to build it [ commenced to build it
myself, and when it was up to the level of the walls I had a letter from
Mr Mackay telling me that when my father died I would be turned ont
of the eroft, and he did not give any promise in that letter that I should
get any payment for the work that T had done,

14358, If it was finished, don’t you suppose you would get payment +—
I could not be certain. Mr Mackay promised that the ground officer
should come every year to ses what changes and improvements were made
on the houses and lands, and I have not seen one coming yet for that
purpose,

143359, I suppose one would come if you asked him ?—-We asked him
often enough for other purposes, and got no reply.

14360. Was there a contest for the school board when you were elected ?
—Yes,

14301, And was the last election, when yon were thrown out, & contested
one too ¥—Yes, but the people did not get an opportunity of recording
their votes on that day, It was a very wild and tempestuous day, and
they could not cross the sound. When I was a member of the board
asked the board to meet alternately upon either side of the sound, so that
this portion of the parish should get some justice, Mr Mackay would not
ayree to that. He never ingnired what ditliculties we bad in atteuding
upon him, day and night, at Gara-na-hine, at his meeting. Asaao instance,
I 2ot a notice to attend a meeting after night fall en a Saturday evening
and the meeting was to be on the Monday at mid-day. A boat could not
cross, and I had to walk back and forward twenty-iwo miles each way, and
after all there was no quorum ; only Mr Mackay bimself attended.
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14362, Then it is the fault of the bad weather that yon were not elected
at last election m—Not perhaps that I was not elected—but I believe that
is the reason why a number of the crofters were not elected.

14363, Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—Did you protest against the polling
place being where it was?—Yes, I protested against that, and the people
also object to the polling place being on the other side of the sound.

14364. But the crofters had a majority on the last board, and fixed the
polling place, did they not =——Well, if it was they who fised the poiling
place, I was not present at the time. I heard nothing about it any time I
was at the meetings of the board till I saw the notices posted up on the
walls of the church.

14365. Is Mr Mackay omnipotent at the board meetings —At some of
them, He was omnipotent certainly upon some occasions when I was a
member of the board, and upon other oceasions not.

14366. Would you and the other members be alarmed for the conse-
quences by their going against the chamberlain if he were very firm upen
any point in connection with the board —I would not be afraid in the
least, There was scarcely a day but myself or tlie others had an argu-
ment and discussed matters,

Jomx Fercusox, Crofter, Carishader (67)—examined.

14367. The Chairman.—Were you frecly elected a delegate }—Yes.

14368. Have you got a statement to make on behalf of the people of
Carishader —Yes. They complain that when the township was lotted
out the rent was about £28. Some of the lots were as low as 8z. each,
and it was arranged that those who paid only 8s. of rent should be raised
to £1, so that they might carry some stock more or less, There was a
piece at the end of the town which was not calculated in the lots, and
it was arranged afterwards that this should be added to the smaller portion
of the lots, and that no rent should be paid till they took a erop out of it,
because it was uncultivated ground. Now this portion was valued at £1,
and belonged to the township. It was taken from them, and added to
another place, and they pay the £1 to this day. Old men told me that
the township had it for sixty-five years at a rent of £1, and the lots that
paid formerly 8s. and 12s. now pay, the one £2, 6s. and the other £32, 7s,
Again, six or seven years ago, although we ourselves had suck small hold-
ings—one having £1 worth and another 6s. or 7s. worth—a man was
brought in upon vs, and given a place upon the other end of the township.
The passage that our cattle had for going from the township to the hill
grazing was given to this man, but we continued to send the cattle through
this passa¥%z as of old. We did not wish to be deprived of this portion,
though we could bear to be deprived of the rest. The men that were
sending their cattle by this passage were sent to Stornoway, and had to
pay £6 there for trespass,

14369, Sir Kenneth Mackenzie—Whers did the man come from who
was put in upon you +—An Irishwman.

14370, 3r Fraser-Mackintosh.—1Is he there yet =—VYes,

14371, Sir Kenneth Mackenzie—What was his employment 7--A
hawker.

14372, Was it by the factor that the hawker was settled there 1—It
was the factor told us he set him there,

14373, Mr Fraser-Mackintosh—How many people are there in this
township altogether +—Seventeen families.
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14374, When was it originally lotted out?—About thirty-five years
2go.
14375, How many people were there then ?—There were eight before
that time. It was made into twelve lots then.

14376. Do they complain of overcrowding #—VYes, that is the complaint.
How can it be otherwise, when the poor people cannot get either food or
clothing out of it

14377, Do some of the young men go eway to earn wages —Every one
that can move.

14378. Have you yourself been in the habit of moving }—7VYes, I have
ten of a family. I have been thirty years going though the whole country
to obtain a livelihood.

14379. Are they in arrears of rent in the township?—DNo, I am not
aware the town is one penny in arrears.

14380, Sir Kenneth Mackenzie—Have you any sheep ground away
from the township altogether,-—away on the hill 7—Yes, we have some
away in that way. They are all mized up in that district,

14381, There is a common hill ground for the sheep of the whole
district ?—Yes.

14383, Ther have you cows grazing nearer hand that belong to the
indiridual township?—XNothing outside the fence. Once we send them
outside the crofts, then they are upon the hill pasture—cows and sheep
together.

14383. Do they not send the sheep away from the crofts altogether to
thia hill in the distunce 7—We keep a man standing in front of the arable
ground to keep them away from the crofts.

14384, I see the sheep all down upou the low pastures? Would it not
be right at this time of the year, to send the sheep up iuto the hill
ground 2—We are not allowed to send them there.

14385. I thought you said you had a large common hill ground I—We
canuot very well do that. Supposing we should send a man with a dog to
chase them away any considerable distance from our arable ground, they
would be sure to be over our march upon the neighbouring tack, and the
tacksman’s shepherd would poind them.

14386. Have you got the hill fully stocked, as much as the hill will
carry +—Rather overstocked than otherwise.

14387, If you had more arable Jand, then, you would not be able to
keep more cattle m—No, unless we get more pasture, though it would be a
great advantage to get it, still without more hill pasture we could not keep
more stock.

[Mr Mackay.—It was stated that it was for trepass that the people
were fired £8. It was nosuch thing. The people assaulted the Irishman
while he was building a dyke, and it was a fizcal matter before the sheriff,
with whick I had nothing to do.}

Arrxaxpir Macpowary, Crofter and Fisherman, Crowlista (48)—
examined.

14388. The Chairman.—\Were you frecly elected by the people of
Crowlista +—Yes.

14389, Where is Crowlista 7—It is upon the headland, three miles away
from here.

14390. Is it a good place for fishing+—Somewhat good, but only
gecessible from the middle of spring and during the summer months.
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14391. Have yon got any pier orlanding placet—No. We have a sort
of breastwork which the fish-curer set up, where we can land when the tide
is in.

14392, Is there any good station for making a pler or jetiy I—Yes.

14393, Would it be very useful to the place 7—Yes

14394. How are you off for boats }—Very good boats.

14395, How did you procure the boats 2—From the curers. None of
the people possess any of these large buvats. They have small boats with
which they fish lobsters.

14396, Wers any boaty ever given to the fishermen by the late pro-
prietor 1-—Never, since I remember,

14397, What character of boats did fish-curers supply? How long and
how wide —From 30 to 33 feet long by 14 feet broad.

14398. Have they any deck +—They are half-decked, with a side deck.

14399, How many men go in each of those boats I—Beven or eight
men,

14400. How long is it sinee this kind of boat was introduced 71t is
not very long since we commenced with these decked boats, but we always
worked with boats that were not altogether so large as these,

14101. Are the new boats better and safer than the old ones?— Yes, I
consider them better. )

14402, How are you paid by the fish-curerst—Are you paid by the
cran 7-—The fishing is for eod and ling, and the curer comes as one of the
crew and gets g share; that is to say, when there are seven men in a
boat the curer gets an eighth, and when there are eight in the boat the
curer gets & ninth part.

14403. Who purchases the fish ?—The curer purchases the fish.

14404. Have you got a curing house *—Yes.

14403, How much should such a boat cost, all found, with masts and
apparatus t—About £80. There is one that perhaps may have cost £120,
but the average would be about £80.

14406. Do none of these boats belong to the fishermer themselves T—
No. The small ones do, but not the big ones.

14407, Do you go round to the east coast fishing +—Yes, every one
that ean.

14408. Do you get higher wages and make more money now than you
did many years ago at the fishing 7—XNo ; the payment is according to the
amount of fish received. The payment is partially in arrears; and of late
years we have not been so successiul as in former years, so that less money
is made. The rule is that wages are given to a man, and, in addition to
that, 1s. per eran of the fish caught.

14409. Are the wages the same as they were when you began first —I
believe a bired man gets more in wages now than he got twenty years ago.

14410, Sir Kenneth Mackenzie—To whom does the boat belong in
which you fish 2—Hector Mathieson, carer, Valtos,

14411. Do you work as a hired man to Hector Mathieson +—No, only
a8 ane of the crew of the boat.

14412. Do the crew get a boat on loan on payment of one-eighth of the
fish —Yes.

14413, That is at home?—Yes,

14414 How do the crew pay for the boat when they are away from
home?—We don’t bring the boat to the east coast fishing at all.

14415. Then for how many months in the year do you use this boat?
—From the beginning of spring until about mid-summer.

14416, And the boat is not used at any other time of the year 2—XNo,
it is not used the rest of the year,
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14417. What payment do you get from the curer for the cod and ling
that belong to yourself 7—A ling counts twice g cod, and the year before
last some ling were bought for 1s. and some for 10d. 7That was the rate
the year before last, This last season we don’t know the price we will get
till the time of settlement comes.

14418. When is the time of sottlement I—At Martintnas,

14419, Are you paid in cash at that time—No,

14420, What do you get 7—Meal and fishing material, and this year
especially we have drawn alrcady more than the account for the fish will
cover,

14421, Do you ever, in any year, get a sam to your eredit, which is
paid to you in money +—Very seldom now, but there were seasons when I
commenced first when such was the case.

14422, How long is it since you were first in debt to the eurer ?-——I
never worked for any man in the parish till this year. I used to fish for
3Mr Smith at Stornoway.

14423, Do you know the price you have to pay for the meal for which
you have to settle at Martinmas +—1 cannot tell the price I shall have to
pay at Martinmas for the meal I take now from the cuver, but T can tell
the price of last year’s meal

14424, What was the price of last year's meal I—They said it was 24s,
per boll.

14425. And you leave it to the kindness of the curer to fix the price
of the msal and the price of the ling at Martinmas ?-—Yes, poverty com-
pels us to do that. .

14428, Professor Mackinnon.—Is the curer taken bound fo keep the boat
in working order and to supply tackle 3—The curer is bound to keep the boat
in working order, but he pays for no share of the fishing material. In the
event of the boat being lost, as to who should have to pay for it, I cannot
say, but if it were lost through no fault of ours I would ecensider it hard
to have to pay for it myself.

14427, Is the boat insured ¢TI am not aware she is,

14428, Was it the same arrangement you had with the Stornoway
curer —The same arrangement.

14429, Were you getting sapplies from Mr Smith in the same way—Yes.

14430. Have you anything else to say I have to state that we poor
people have been sent to a headland of the sea where it was not worth
while to send sheep forty years ago, and that was the reason we were sent
there. We were crowded all together upon it,  In my father’s days there
were sixteen crofters there. There are forty houses now. Many of these
were sent from the other townslips that were cleared—poor people that
could not go away to America. Because there was no other place for
them, they were hurled in upon that headland. When I cpen my own
door there is no place within the rangs of my sight except where there are
big sheep, There are now so many poor that there are twenty-three crofters
in the township who have only one cow each, and not one of them can say
it i3 his own eow after all.

14431, Mr Fraser-Mackintosh,—What rent does each crofter pay +—
From 15s. to £3 each. There may be some lots which are rented higher
than that, but these lots are subdivided, There are three erofters upon one
lot, wher: each pays £3.

14432, The Chairman.—Was it in the time of Sir James Matheson
that this township was founded, or was it before his time?—It was por-
tioned out into lots during Sir James’s time, but there were crofters there
before, I dow’t remember it ever being held by a tacksman, We have
been there ourselves for four generations,




Minutes of Evidence. 927

14433, Sir Kenneth Mackenziee —How many of the forty were brooght
in from other townships }—I believe that over twenty of the present
families are the descendants of outsiders that came in within the last forty
Foars,

14434, How many outsiders have gone in in Sir James Matheson’s time ?
—About six. Some of them were sub-tenants of other people. DBut when
other two townships were cleared before Sir James got possession of the
property, there was a considerable number that came in then. The place
was poor before, and then when those who were too poor to be sent to
Amerien were added to those, it made them poorer stiil

14435, Sir Kenneth Mackenzie—1Is it with the cas-chrom you cultivate
your land 3 -Partially wich the eus-ebrom and partially with the spade.

14436, We are badly off for peats. They are far off, and there is no
road to them, They are two miles away, and it would take two hours to
get a cartful.  There is no road there.

14437. You never have hourses for ploughing +—There were horses in
my father’s time, but when the people were thrown in upon them the
horses had to be sent away.

14438. But I mean you don't hire horses +—No.

{ADJOURNED.]

BREASCLETE, LEWIS, TUESDAY, JUNE 5, 1883.
(See Appendiz A, XXX V1. and XLI)

Present -—

Lord Naewgr axo Errrice, K. T., Clhairman,
Sir Kexserh S, Mackexzig, Bart,

DoxaLp CaMerox, Esq. of Lochicl, ML.P.

C. Fraser-Mackwrosn, Esq., M.P

Sheriff NicoLson, LL.D.

Professor Macgixxox, M.A.

Nen Maciessax, Crofter, Breasclote Park (47)—exzamined.

14439. The Chatrman.—Have you been freely elected a delegate?—
Yes.

11440. Have you got a written statement +—Yes. ¢ 4 Stafement of the
¢ Grievances of Crofters wn Dreasclete Park (should be called Callernish
* Park).—I have been elected by the crofters of Breasclete Park as their
¢ delegate, and the following is the statement I have to make on their
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¢ behalf, e are now thirty-three years in Breasclete Park. We were .

¢ formerly in Ieef, where we were born and brought up, as also our fathers
“and prandfathers. The land there was good, and was guite convenient
“to the ses fur fisking, and therefore we lived pretty comfortable, A
¢ stranger who wished a sheep farm then fixed upon Reef as a suitable
¢ place for that purpose. The result was that we got notice of removal
¢ from Mr Scobie, the then factor, We had no arrears of rent, and there-
* fore we refused in a body to do this, and stood out against it for three
* years, when Mr Scobie’s term of office expired. We then naturally
* expected jusiice from the pext factor ; but, on the contrary, he took up
* at once the work his predecessor had begun, and st last got us foreibly
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¢ gjected. Four families, of whom my father was one, came to our present
¢ holding, and some of the rest had to go to America. When we came
¢ hrere there were no stones to be got for building a house, and as we had
©to twn our attenfion at once to the working of the land which was
¢ nothing but a peat moss, we had to make tetnporary huts at the sea-shore
¢ to shelter us until we got houses made of turf on our lots. I myselt
¢ remember all this perfectly well. About fourteen acres were allotted to
¢ the four families, and as the land was so very bad we got the island of
¢ Kiva for grazing at a rent of £5. This was our best help at that time,
“and we held it for five years, until the late factor Mr Munro came in,
¢ when it was taken from us. There are now nine families on the same
¢amount of land as wns originally allowed to four. Further, we have
¢ reason to complain of the annual increase of the rates, which has now
¢ reached to not less then 3s. in the £, the rights of which we cannot well
¢ understand ; in shert, when we came to our present holdings, the rent was
¢ only £11, 8s,, and owing to the overcrowding and inerease of rents and
¢ taxes, it has come to £15, 4s. 5d. sterling. We want more lands, with
¢ fair rents, fixity of tenure, with compensation for improvements, and we
¢ hope the Government will see their way to help us to stock our lands and
¢ build houses, which we are all willing to pay with interest throngh course
¢ of time, and humbly hope Her Majesty’s Government will be pleased to
¢ grant us our humble request.—NEiL M‘LeEx¥ax, Delegate.

14441, Mr Cameron.—How many heads of families are there now in
this place you represent +—Six. )

14442, And the rent of the six amounts, as I see by this paper, to
£15, 4s. 5d. including taxes ——Yes.

14443. Do you know the proportion of that which is rent and that
which is taxes #—1I am not able to give the separate items.—Mr Mackay,
chamberlain. The rent is £14, 4s.

14444 What amouut of stock do the people at Breasclete possess $—
T'rom two to fonr cows each. Some of them have no sheep ; some as high
as twelve ; perbaps some few over twelve.

14445, Any followers?—Yes, the cows have their followers—young
beasts as well,

14446, It is stated in this paper that the island of Kiva was taken from
you, after you beld it for five years. "Was any reason given by Mr Muaro
for taking it away +—XNo reason whatever, except to order us out of it

141447, Who got possession of the island after it was taken away —
The innkeeper at Callernish,

14148, Was the island far away from Breasclete 7—No.

14413, Was it very convenient for the crofters at Dreasclete 1—Ves,

14450. Was it good grazing in winter as well as summer }—Yes,

14451, Any arable ground upen it +—Very little.

14452, What stock did it keep 9—1If it was kept without stock during
the summer, it would winter about eighteen cows,

14453, You say in your paper that Reef was a more suitable place than
Breasclete, and allude particularly to the fishinz. Was it a better place
as regards the quality of the land +—TYes, the soil was better,

14454, Was there less rock upon it %-There was more rock there than
kere, but the soil was different ; here it is peat moss, and there it was sand
and good soil,

14453, Did the crofters possess more stock at Reef than they do now}
—1T believe we had more, and they wonld be better; but [ believe, when
Reef was cleared, there were too many people there at the time,

11456. Where did the other people go who did not come to Breasclete §
—>Some of them went to Ness, some to Borv, and some to Lochganvich,
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on this side of Stornoway. Those that went to Lochganvich had after-
wards to go to Amerlca.

14457, How many families left Reef besides those who came here }—
There would be about thirty-one or thirty-two families. Four came here,
and the rest went elsewhere.

14458, The paper states that they refused in a body to remove, and
held out for three years. Woat form did their resistance take —Just
refusing to go.

14459, Did the factor serve summonses upon them +—Yes.

11460, Did they refuse to receive the summonses, or did they receiva
them and then refuse to obey V—The sheriff officers were in the habit of
leaving the summons in the key-hole,

14461, Aud you refused to roseive them 1—The people just disregarded
them,

14462, Was thers any violence used or any encounter with the police,
such as we have heard of in Glendale +—There were no police scub
there.

14463, In fact, it was a passive and a peaceabls resistance 7—Yes, thers
was no violence.

14464, How came they to go away at lasb when Mr Munro iusisted
upon it +—So0 far as my own recollection goes, and the testimony of the
only old man aow living who came from there at that time, there were
works going on—roads and so ou—uunder Government, angd it was by these
works that they were in the habit of providing for their families, and pay-
ing their reats.  So, when they were tarned out in this way, and refusing
to leave the place, each foraman having charge of the works got notice
that no work was to be given to the people of this place. They then
fell into arrears of rent when they did not get work, and so, when this
additional hold was got on them, go they must, because the rent was not

aid.

¥ 14465. This paper states they were not in arrears. YWas there much
poverty amongst them ab that time+—Some of them were poor enough,
The years in which they were sent away were very bad years. One of
the men who was sent from there fo Lochganvich, and afterwards was
sent to America, was unwilling to emigrate. The officers came to bLis
house and quenched his fires, and sent him out of the house to the steamer
that was waiting to carry him away, and his only cow was left at the back
of the dvor, and he got nothing for it, His brother afterwards sold the
cow, and sent the proceeds to him.

14466. What was the nature of the works you alluded to which were a
help to the people at that time T—District roads.

14467, Were those works executed by Sir James Matheson —It was
the proprietor who paid the expenss of these reads. There was a little
Government help and Government meal at the same time.

14468, How lang did those works continue after the period when work
was refused to this particular township +—1I cannot tel.

14469, Were there any other works going on that employed the peopls,
except roads t-Not under the proprietor. Thete was fishing going on.

14470, But there were no works by the proprietor —No.

14471. Do you know how wmaby people were employed on these roadst
—T cannot tell how many. The whole population was getting work, that
is, all those who applied got work, and paid their rents,

14472, Was there any other work going on in the island except what
wgs supplied by the proprietor and the fishing +No.

14473, Are there any works going on now ?——Not.hmg on this eide of
l;he country except the tishing,
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14474, Can you tell us when the works given by the proprietor ceased
at that period +—1L cannot tell,

14475, It wust have Leen svine time ago?—Yes, a large number of

€ars ago.
v 14476, How many people were prosent at the meeting ab which thia
paper was drawn up b—All our young people were there, unless thers was
one who was from home.

14477, Who wrote it cut 7—A lad belonging to the place.

14478, Did he compose it, or copy it =1L supplied the material myself ;
8 lad belonging to the place, who lives in Storuoway, composed it, and a
lad who lives hevo copied it.

14479, Was the last paragraph beginning * We want more land,” which
is in a different handwriting from the rest, composed and coupied by the
same partias, or was it done at a subsequent perivd %—"The native of the
place who lives at Stornoway, and who composed the rest of the paper,
composed the last paragraph, and it is in his handwriting,

14480, BSo the last paragraph was written in Stornoway +—Yes.

14481, Aund the rest of 1t was written hers 7—Yes,

14482, Who was the lad who composed it +—A lad of twenty, one of
ourselves, He writes a good hand, but does not know English much.

14483, The Chairman.—When the people came from Reef to this place,
to whom did the land hers belonz? It was waste land—peat mosses,
which belonged to the people of the district. Sir Jumes Matheson, the
proprietor, kad meanwhils trenzled it somewhat, and tarned the ground.

14434, D)id they get any mouney for the houses they loft at Reef }—Not
& penuy.

Ii44g'5. Did they bring the roofs of the houses here m—Those of us who
came here brought the roofs of the houses with us. Others left these
things there, ahd they went useless.

14486. Had they any assistarce from the Jandlord to build their houses §
—No, nothing.

14487, While they were preparing their ground herc for caltivation,
did the landlord continue o assist them in preparing the ground +—No,
nothing except what was done before we came.

14488, Did the people of Callernish, on whose ground they were
gettled, have their rents reduced on account of the ground taken from
them $—They themselves say no.

14489. Did the four families who came here get o share in the hill
pasture belonging to Callernish +—Yes, they got a share,

14490. Was the rent of the people at Callernish for the hill pasture
reduced +—They themselves said they got no reducticn whatever.

14491, What is your own present rent™—£1. It is a piece of land
that never was cultivatad before, and that [ trenched, end I believe I
have it cheaper in conseguence.

14492, What is the rent of the other crofters who pay rent —There is
no new lot besides mine, and I believe wmy neighbours pay £1.

14493, T dv not mean the new lots, but the old lots —One piys
£3, 13s. 6d. of bare rent, and anolher £3, 1s,

14494, Take the one at £3, 13s. 6d., what stock does he keep ™—Tlhe
regulations of the proprietor was to have oue cow with its followers and
four sheep.

144935, But I want to know what ke actually has?—Three cows, one
or two young beasts, and three or four sheep perhaps.

14496, Any horse 7—No, there is no horse upon that lot.

14487, Are there any horses at all #—Yes, there are three horses in tha
place among the six people.
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14498, Where do yon get your sea-weed —We get some of i} upon
that island we had ourselves long ago, and some on another island.

14199, Do you pay anythidg for it +—No,

14500. Du you pay anything for the peats —No.

14501, Have any of the people availed themslves of the regulations of
the estate respecting building - better houses—Yes, they have improved
their houses.

14502, Are they satisfied with the regulations about the houses —We
would be guite satisfied with them so far 23 the houses are concerned, if
there was sufficient land to maintain ourselves in connection with them.

14503, Mr Fraser-Jluckintosh.—When did you last sell any animal}
—1I sold one last year, at the autamn market.

14504, What did you get for it ——About £5. Tt wasa three years-old,

14505, When will you bs in a position to sell the next+—T will ba
ocbliged to sell one this year, in order to provide food for my family, unless
I tind some other means of maintenance. Although I should sell all I
have, I would not get out of debt,

14506, 1s that beast the only thing you are able to sell of the produce
of your croft +—Yes, that is the only thing. I bay something every year
to feed them in winter, .

14507. How much are you generally obliged to expend for meal and
provender in the year -—8ome years T expend £25,

14508, Ilave you any sheep i—Five head of sheep—three sheep and
two lambs,

14509. Are you in the habit of selling a lamb annually +No, I never
gell a sheep. The ground is bad, and the young ones die in winter unless
they are hand-fed.

14510. Do you know the Christian name of the person who was
mentivned in the paper as Mr Scebic, who began first to trouble you $—
John,

14511, Who was the person who actually did force you out,—who sue-
ceeded Mr Scobis =—1X[r Mackenzie, whko succeeded Mr Scobie.

14513, Were these things done in the time of Sir James Matheson $—
Yes.

14513, Where was the house you refer to where the fire was put out,
and the animal was left behind the door *--At Lochganvich, five miles
along the road between here and Stornoway.

14514, Who was the person that was forced away —Angus Maclean.

14515. Were you a witness of the matter, or did you hear of it zt the
time }—I knew the man, but I was not present when the thing was done,

14516, When was the latest money expended on your locality by the
proprietor, or has there been anything done from the time you entered +—
I am not aware that he expended a penny since we were settled there.

14517, The Chairman.— Are the three cows and the young beasts, and
the three or four sheep, supported all the year round upon the ground youo
occupy, or have you to buy provender for them in winter +—There is nnt
one of ns who has stock in the place but is obliged to buy provender for
thers,  There are some in the place who have no stock at all, and we can
get fudder from them,

14518, How mach have you to spend in an ordinary winter to buy snp-
plementary food for your stock T—From £1 to £2 every year.
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Joay Macrver, Crofter, Breasclete (56) —examined.

14519, The Chairman.—Were you frecly elected a delegate 1—Yes.

14520. Have you a statement to lay befor the Commission 1—Yes,
¢ Breasclete, May 1833.—Inanswer to the questions that are required, we
¢ the tenants have to say that the rent of our town when Sir James
* Matheson came to the estate was £110; the number of tenants at that
¢ time being thirty families, and it has increased to forty-four families, and
¢ tlie rent arose to £122; of which five lots were cut out of the grazing
¢ pasture which our village had, and was rented, besides the former sum,
¢ these five are of the forty-four above mentioned; and besides that,
¢ another piece of arable land and grazing was taken from us, which was
¢ valued at £7, and that is turncd on the rest of the town. And besides
¢ that, there is twenty-five having no lots, but squatters among the rest.
¢ This is the fourth chamberlain sinez Sir James Matheson came to the
¢ estate, the second one of them, namely, John Munro Mackenzie, was
¢ taking from them thelr cattle for the rent between £1 and £2, which
¢ would get at this time between £7 and £8, and that was reducing the
¢ mind and stock of the people’

14521, How many people were present when this paper was adopted }
—Almost every one in the place.

14522, Who wrote the paper 7— A native of the place.

14523. M»r Fraser-Mackintosh.—When was it that the rent was raised
from £110 to £122%—About thirty years ago, when the place was lotted
out. In my first recollection there were only thirty families, but when the
people were thrown in upon them, they inereased. T'eople all got poor
after that, and they were huddled together, and it was at that time, thirty
years ago, when the place was lotted out, that the rent was raised.

14524, Does the £122 include rates and taxes +—No, it is exclusive of
taxes,

14525, The paper states that ‘five lots were cut out of the grazing
¢ pasture which our village had.” Who got these five lots?—Men that were
thrown in upon us.

14526. Where did they come from —They canie out of the place,

14527. There were no cutsiders +—No.

14528, Where is the piece of arable land and grazing which was taken
from you, and which was valued at £7 7—It is in this very town, beside
the mill. It was cut off our township when the place was lotted out, bus
our rents were not reduced when we were deprived of that piece of
ground.

14529. Who has it at present —The mitler has it.

14530. Does ths miller pay rentt—We do not know. We got no
abatement anyhow.

14531, Then £7 worth was cut away, and given to the miller, and you
got no reduction #-—Yes, that is the case,

14532, You complain here that there are no fewer than twenty-five
squatting among the rest. Do these pay any reat +—No.

14533. Do they do anything in services or labour for the crofters 1—
No, nothing whatever.

14534, Have they got any stock —Some have and some have not.

14535. Do they get potato ground in small quantities on payment of
rent to the crofters :—From their own relatives they do.

14536. What does the township propose to do with these twenty-five
cottars 2-—To get land.

14537, But where 7—Where it is ?
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14538, Where i3 that *1s’3—1It is lying waste, the best part of the land
throughout this island, under sheep and deer, and the poor people kept in
the worst parts of it, whero they cannot make a livelihood out of it, and
the best parts taken from them at every corner.

14539, How then do these poor people live F—They can searcely be able
to live at all.

14540. T presume, from what you stated, that they are all connected
with esch other,—that they are friends and relatives,—and therefore the
crofters are kind to them 3—7Yes, they have relatives in the township.

14541. Are the erofters paying poor rates #—Yes, and road moeney.

14542, Does it come to this, that besides paying their legal poor rates,
they have practically to support these twenty-five families?-Yes, that
is the case. Thesa twenty-five people must be kept up. Must not one
poor family support another when there is no other way for it}

14543. How many of them are on the poor’s roll —DPerhaps about six.

14544, With regard to the complaint you make against the then
chamberlain, John Munro Mackenzie, taking from you the cattle for the
rent at betwesn £1 and £3, for which would be got at this time between
£7 and £8, will you explain exactly what you mean by that ?—Thess
-were very bad years, like this year. The markets were low, and when
there was no other way for it the cow had to e sold, though it would only
fetch 20s, or 25s, and go the factor took them away, and ho himself
priced them.

14545. Did he keep them for some time until better markets prevailed,
or did he sell them at once +—He sold them as he was able to do it.

14546. Has the proprietor laid out any money on the improvement of
this township within your recollection*—I am not aware of any, unless
perhaps, as the previous delegate stated, some Government meal was given
away for assistance.

14547. Have you received any of the money that has been collected
this year by charitable people 7—I myself got a little meal. Some in the
township got some, and others did not.

14548. Were the most of them in circumstances requiring assistance?
—Yes, the greater part of them. [ could except very few here not equally
in need of it.

14549, Was there any complaint as to the mode of distribation ?—T¢ is
quite impossible to get any person in the world wlo can satisfy every
person.

14550, Did you get any potato seed —1I got half a bushel.

14551, Was that from the proprietor, or from the charitable funds $—I
have not paid for it, and I do not know whether T shall be ealled upon to
pay for it or not.

14552, Sheriff Nicolson.-——What rent do you pay?—25s. bare rent.
My brother pays 25s. also. There is road money snd poor money, and
moorland pasture money, in addition to that.

14553. What do you pay for moorland pasture +—Tive shillings.

14554, Where is that moorland pasture }—Away out of here,

14555. Have you paid that 5s. ever since your lots were made by Sir
James +—In my first recollection, we did not pay for that moorland at all,

14556, How long is it since it was put on It was in Mr Munro’s
time that we commenced to pay it,—off and on perhaps about ten years
ago. .

14557. How many beasts do you keep +-—Two cows, a stirk now and
agaim, six of seven sheep,—sometimes perhaps cnly four, no horse.
Though we keep two cows, what is the use of that? The one only eats
up the other, ’
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14538. Have you to buy food for the cows— Yes, otherwise we could
not keep them living.

14559, Where do you get it?—Any poor person here and there, who
my not have stock of his own, may have it to sell

14560, How much monsy do you spend on food for the cows in a year
~—From 12s, to £1.

14561. Do you consider your rent exorbitantly high +—Yes, consider-
ing the nature of the soil, which is very bad.

14562. Would you be surprised to hear that we have come upoun a
great number of people in Skye whe pay more than £3, and are barely
sble to keep two cows, and have no sheep or horse +—\Ve oursclves could
not keep one cow for all that grows out of the ground.

14563. What do you think weuld be a fair sum for you to pay for the
groand you have—I would take one-third off,

14564, What is the most rent that anybody pays in Breasclete 1—£4.

14565. How many cows does that man keep !—Three or four cows and

" young beasts, and about twelve shesp.

14566, Do all the Breasclete people complain of want of food for their
cattle, the same as yourself I—Yes, and of scarcity of land as well.

14567. Where do they all get food for their cattle?—If they cannot
get fodder, they must buy food for thew.

14568, What kind of food?—They buy some stuff from the mill,—
mesl-dust.

14569. Is that the only kind of food they give them, besides fodder
and grass }—Sometimes we give them meal ; and when we are not able to
buy anvthing at all for them, then they and we must want.

14570. Where does the corn come from out of which this bran is made?
~-TIt comes off everything we grind.

14571, So it is the produce of Breasclete, after all, that feeds your
cows?—Yes, it is only one-third of that meal-dust that comes to us.
Three shares go to the miller himself.

14572, How long does the corn you raise support your family?—T
only send a boll of oats and & boll of barley to the mill every year.

14573. Then do you buy meal ali the rest of the yeart—Yes,

14574. How long do the potatoes generally last when it is a tolerably
good year 7—They carry us throngh the winter, along with other things,
in a good year.

14575, How long did they last this year =— e bade farewell to them
this year at the time of lifting them.

14576. Have you no potatoes now to eat?1—-No.

14577, What is the food of the people of Breasclete at present? What
do they take in the mornings?—>eal from Stornoway.

14578. What is their breakfast?—Souwe porridge, and some more or
less of bread, just as it comes.

14579. Do they take any tea —FEvery one that can,

14680. What do they take to dinnerI—The one that ean have tea will
have it. There is no milk.

14581. What do they take with the tea for dinner ! — Bread,

14582, Auything else +—Those who fish may have more or less of fish,

14583. Do not most of the Breaselete people fish i—There are three
large boats fishing cut of the township.

14584, How many small ones ?—One.

14585. Are there only three boats in the whole village %~ There arc
four fishing this year.

14586. How many men to exch T—Eight.

14587, To whom do the boats belong +—Tbree of them belong to Mr
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Smith, fish-curer, Stornoway, and the fourth belongs to a native of the
place.

14588, How are the men paid upon these boats by Mr Smith 7—The
boats are his. and they give him ths fish.

14589, What pay do they geti—Ile gives them so much per ling,—
tenpence or & shilling. A cod counts half a ling,—fivepence or sixpence.

14390. Who pays for the lines they use +—The fishermen themselves,

14591. Do they buy themn from the fish-curer 7—Yes, _

14592, When does he accouut to themn for the fish they getl—At
Martinmas ; but he supplies them with meal when they are working.

14593. Do they know at the commenceinent of the season what the
price of the fish is to be —Sometimes they do, and sometimes not.

14594, Has he accounted to them yet for the fishing of this year —No,
there has been no settlement yet, but he is providing them with meal
meanwhile,

14595. What does he charge for meal #—1 cannot say : I never worked
for him.

14596. What are you paying for meal just now }—Eighteen shillings to
£1 per boll,

14597, Mr Cemeron.—You eaid you would like the rent of your eroft
reduced by one third,—that is, fromm 288, to 17s.  Supposing the other
17s. were taken away also, and you ltad your croft rent free, would you
live comfortably upon it 71t would not be proper that I should ask it for
nothing,

14593, But is the size of your croft, and the productiveness of it, such
that if you sat upon it rent free you could live upon it and be comfort-
able 1—No.

14599, There is nothing said in your paper, but in the other paper the
crofters ask that they should get assistance of Government in beilding
honses and in stocking new crofts. Do you agree with that—VYes, if we
could get it without any difficuliy about it.

14600, In this paper of yours there are a number of grievances, but
you do not ask for any particular remedy. Do you and your fellow-
crofters wish to get larger holdings, in the same way as the erofters in
other townships have asked for them +—Yes; the thing of all others that
I want is more land.

14601. Then do you wish that, in order to stock that land’and build
comfortalile houses, you should obtain Government assistance, or would
you be able to do it yourselves?—If they got more land, and if for the
term of two years they got assistance, whiek they themselves might pay
back afterwards by instalments, they could manage. If they got more
land to work, it would be of the utmost service to them. They would be
able to get increased stock as well as more produce.

14602, The Chairman.—Have you got a road near Breasclete —Yes,

14603. Who made the road?—TIt is a kind of a road; we made it
ourselves,

14604. Ts it a good road 7—1It is not what I call a good road.

14605. Did the proprietor contribute anything to make the road ?—I

- eannot say for certain, unless the assistance we got this year can be held
as a contribution towards it. The greater part of the work wpon the
road was done this year,

14606. Did you receive any money wages for making the road +—No,
no money wagss as yet.

14607. Has the proprietor built any dykes or made any improvements
about the place 3—No ; as many march fences as are set up were built by
ourselves,
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14608, You said there wera twenty-five families of cottars who were a
burden to the crofters. Are these twenty-five families almost all relatives
of the erofters +—They are all relatives of one or other of the crofters.

14609. Are some of them sons or grandsons of erofters 7—In some cases
there are three married couples in the same house,

14610. Then do these cottars, who you said were a burden to the
crofters, sometimes assist their parents or other relations, or do the
pareuts and relations always support them?—They mutually assist each
other. b

14611. Arc mauy of these twenty-five families of cottars engaged in
fishing 1—Not the majority, but some of them are.

14612. Do any of them go round to the east coast fishing I—Yes.

14613. Mr Fraser Mackintosh.—Did yon say that oats were ground ab
this mill here, the produce of Breasclete 2—Yes, it is there we grind all the
oats we have.

14614, Ts this part of the Lewis quite capable of growing oats?—Ves,
cats will grow.

14615. To advantage}—It depends on the soil in which they sre;
sometimes they yield an average crop.

14616. In several places which we have visited among the Western
Islands we were told the land would not grow ocats at all. Does that
apply to this neighbourhood —Some of the ground in this district also,
though it may grow oats, will yicld no fruit, but in others it is different.
1t depends cn the soil in which they are.

14617. Do most of the crofters in Breasclete grow some oats, as you
do i—Yes, most of them do.

Doxarp Marriy, Crofter and Mason, Telsta {61)—examined.

14618, The Chairman,—Were you freely elected s delegate T—Yes,

14619.- How many people were present when you were elected I—A
good many of the inhabitants were present.

14620, Will you make a statement on behalf of the people of Tolsta?
—1T do not intend to say much, The substance of what I have to say on
behall of the people is, that there is plenty of land under sheep and deer,
which might make them comfortable. I have seen the people reduced to
such poverty that they were obliged to feed themselves upon dulse from the
shore, and a drink of hot milk after it, which if they had not of their
own they got from their neighbours. I do not refer to this present year
as yet, but I have seen that in vears not long back. I see them now
reduced to such a hard condition that I can compare them to nothing but
the lepers at the gite of Samaris,—death before them and death behind
them. I see no prospect of improvement of their condition. If one tack
is get free, another tacksman comes into it, to eonfront the [pecple as tha
Philistines did who came out to battle with the people of Istael. It
astonishes me to see that the proprietor takes auy plzasare in the condi-
tion of the hornless sheep compared with that of meu; and I see nothing
for it now but that the sheep and the deer should be sent away, or the
people be sent away out of the kingdom. The old people cannot be sens
away without the young people, It is only the young people who can go,
and it is cnly they who support the old people. If the young people go,
the old people will die; and it is hard for them to see the sheep and the
deer enjoying the price of their fathers’ blood. I have not much more to

BaY,
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14621, Sir Kenneth Mackenzie—1If the land which is now under tack
were given to the crofters here, would they be able to take over the
tacksman’s stock +—They certainly could not.

14622, What would youn propese to be done with the tacksmans’ stock ?
—Sell it to the drovers.

14623, And how do you propose that the people are to stock these
lands +—Tf they got good land on which they could work to advantage,
the produce of their land would enable them to purchase stock.

14624, T}o you think that the kind of stock which the crofters keep is
as profitable s the kind of stock the tacksmen keep?—It is not, and
cannot be, Qne of the sheep of the tacksmen is worth three of our
sheep.

14625, Then, if you cannot keep a stock so profitable as the tacksman's
stock, can you pay a rent at all to be compared with what the tacksmen
pay —1f we got their land, our stock would be better.

14626. If you could not take the tacksmen’s stock over, what kind of
stock would you put on the ground—The steck that we have would
improve when it got the chance.

14627, Would the sheep become heroless sheep in time?—Yes, when
they got hornless rams, they would become cross in time,

14628, If you got these lands, would you be able to build houses on
them yourselves1—We could. Last spring I bezan to waken up stones
to erect a new house, but my son said le was going to the States, which
put a stop te my proceedings.

14629, Are you ewmployed to build houses by the crofters I did at
one time, but they have become too poor mow. I used to go working
throughout the Lewis and Harris, and also to the east coast fishing, but I
have ceased to do 50 now. Bince I married 1 have spent £350 on meal,

14630. What do you charge for building a house 1 lad such a mind
that it was not the same price I charged everybody. The Scripture says,
‘ Rob not the poor man beczuse he is poor,’ and I endeavoured to act
upon that.

14631, What do you charge o man who is not too poor and not too
rich?%—For the gable aud the dwelling part of the house, 12 feet in
length, I charge £2, and I fecd myself.

14632, Do you or the people gather the stones ?—Themselves.

14633. What would it cost a poor man to build a house, besides ths
£3 ke pays to the mason —Tt would cost according as the stones were

convenient or not,

14634, Do you know the township of Kirkibost 7—Yes,

146335, The houses there built of late years, do you know what they
cost the pecple on an average?—T do not know what they cost. I
built only one house there. To build a house of 60 feet in length would
cost, including the quarrying of the stones, not less than £10.

14636, Does that 60 feet include the barn and byre’—It iz the
whole walls of the house,

14637. Can you lell me what is the cost of the roof, doors, and parti-
tions #—T do not know what the wood would cost from Stornoway ; but
drift wood comes ashore here sometimes, which is roofing, snd if it were
abuudant the wood would not cost nearly so much as it otherwise would.

14638. Is the wocd never supplied by the proprietor t—I cannot say,
but it may have been given to the people that asked for it.

14639, Don't you know what the custom of the estate 1s9—3I do not
Enow.

14640, What are the wages of masons in this island at the present
time +~From 3s. 6d. to bs.
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14641. Professor Mackinnon.—How many families have you got in the
township of Tolsta I—Fifty-six, I believe.

114612, How many crofts I—Twenty-nine.

14643. So there are nezrly twice the nuwmter of families that there are
of crofts 1—Yes,

14644, How did that state of matters coune about —Tt came from the
multiplying of the people; and perhaps a man whose reut was £2 had
the sum spread over three families.

14643, But the people mualtiply in other places as well, and the like of
this does not occur?—I believe that if we had had English teachers
instead of Gaelic teachers, which was all we used to have, probably I
myself would not have been where I am, and others besides me.

14646, Have you English teachers now -—We have, but the people are
not satisficd with the school,

14647. Do you expect that the influence of the English teachers now
will partly at least remedy the state of matters in the future in Tolsta I—
It is only up to the age of fourteen that their parents are obliged to keep
them at school, and they cannot give them any more schooling after that
or send them to college.

14648, Your son told you last spring that he was going away to the
States.  Has he got an English education 7—Yes, as much at any rate as
would enable him to make hiz way through the world.

14649. Do you agree thai it was a wisz step on his part to leave
Tolsta and go away to the States 3 He thinks so himself.

14650. But sseing how atfzirs are in Tolsta, and how poor the people
are, don’t you think it was wise in Lim to risk it?—1I believe he wouald
have gone before now but for his affection for his parents, whose only
support he is.

14651, Perhaps he can support them quite as well from Awmerica as if
he had remained in this country 2—Yes, for ought I know, fortune might
so far befriend Lim, but death might come upon him also,

14652, You stated at the ontset that the Iand that ought to belong to
the people was now under sheep and deer. That is the cry all over
the place. Do you think there is plenty of land under sheep and deer to
give a sufficient amount of land to all the people of this parish, se as to
mwake them ecomfortable?—I know the whole of this parish. 1 have
walked over it more than once. I do not know if it would be improper
for me to say it, but as the Queen of Sheba said when she came to visit
Solomon, that all she had heard was nothing to what she had seen, so
would any one say who had walked over the land of this parish, and seen
how much of it is under sheep and deer.

14653, Taking the ground that the people of Tolsta have just now,
arable land and moorland pastare, how many families would it support 7—
Twenty.

14654, And there are fifty-six?—Yes.

14655. Do you think that the places that are under sheep and deer in
the parish would provide room for two-thirds of the people of the parish?
~—TYes, and more,

14656. So you are quite satisfied in your own mind, that if the people
were spread over the parish, there is land enough for them #—TI am certain
of it, for there were no poor in the parish thirty-five yearsago. The poor
were then three times as well off as they are now,

14657, If they got this land, would they be jrenared to pay reasonable
rent for it?—Certainly, and it would Le easy to pay reasonble rent
compared with the amount of money we spend on meal,

14658, You said already that not many of the people would be able to
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put the necessary stock upon the land?—T said they could not buy LEWIS,
stock, —~——

14659. How would tliey be able to pay rent until their own stock BrrascLETR.
would increase 7—They could pay the rent by the money they make at  Thopald
the fobster fishing, long line fishing, and east coast fishing. Martin,

14660. During these years they would not be able to give as much time
to the lobster and east coast fishing as they do now, because they would have
to work some of their own land, aud how would they be able to pay the rent
when they are now so poor !—I understand that quite well, but when they
would get good land it would bring forth crop for them, and though they
should be behind for two years, they would afterwards make up for it
when it produced good crops, so that two rents could be easier then to
pay than one at the beginning.

14661. You think then that the people wonld see that their circum-
stances would in a few years be improved so much that they would
meanwhile work all the harder 1—They could rot work any harder than
they are doing at present,

14662, But you think, if they got over the first two years, they could
manage I—T believe they would Le all right then, if & year such as this
last one would not come upon them.

14663, And you think that the giving of the Iand to the people of the
parish would remedy the cendition of the whole parish as well as the
people of Tolsta I—It would, and it would do good to the whole country.

14664, And that no other remedy would be required +—1I do not know
anything else that would so improve the condition of the people as to
give them plenty of land.

146635, AMr Cameron.~—1f they could pay the rent of the new land which
you wish them to get by lobster and other fisking after two years, why
cannot they now buy mesl from money obtained in the same vwey—It is
a hardship to them, because they have no profit out of the gromnd at
present.  However little a bit of land a man may Lave, he must attend
to it and work it just the same as it were a larger and better croft.

146G6. Do you find the fisking here profitable I—Some years it is
profitable, other years it is not,

14667, Do yon yourself prosecute fishing here?—I sometimes fish
myself,

14668. Do you fish in company with cothers—1I do not fisk now; my
son fishes.

14669. Do the people in your township fish?—Yes; some of them
hiave gone away already to Shetland.

14670. How many boats }—There are only two boats this year belong-
ing to the plaee, Lut some of them fish in boats belonging to Loch
Carloway.

14671, Do the boats belong to themselves, or to the fish-eurers?—
Some of them are their own, and some of them belong to the fish-
curers.

14672, Do the two boats you mentioned belong to the people them-
sclves I—Only two boats belong exclusively to the Tolsta people.

14673. Then they have nothing to do with the fish-curers -—Yes, they
have to do with the fish-carers. Most of them are employed in boats
belonging to the fish-curers,

14674, Then do I understand that in Tolsta there are two sets of
people, some of whom have boats of their own, and the rest fish in boats
belonging to the fish-curevsi— There are sixteen mwen whe in company
have these two boats of their own.

14675, How many people in Tolsta fish in boats belonging to the fish-
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curers 1—These two boats belong to the fish-curers, as well as the other
ones,

14676, But you said just now that they belong to the people them-
selves 7—What T mean is that these two boats are kept at Tolsta. There
are five men who own a boat of their own.

14677. Did you hear the evidence given by the last wituess on the
subject of fishing 2—1I did.

14678. Are the arrangements between the people who fish from Tolsta
and the fish-curers the same as those described in the evidance given by
the previous witness +—1 believe =o.

24679, In answer to a question, you said there wus an immense
quantity of land in this parish under sheep and deer. Do you know at
all the proportion which iz under sheep and deer, compared with that
which is vecupied by erofters?—I do vot know what the measure of the
land is respectively, but I know from walking over it—at least it is my
belief—that there is more of the land uuder sheep aund deer than under
the possession of crofters.

14580. How mach more, do you think 7—I cannot say.

14651, Were you at the meeting yesterday which we had in Meavaig?
—7T did not hear the figures mentioned by the factor.

14682. Did you Lear afterwards that we had iv given us in evidence
from the Ordnance map that there are 63,000 acres of land belonging tc
the crofters, and 56,000 acres under sheep and deer altogether +—1I am
not going to say anything against that; what has been measured nobody
can contradict.

14683, My Fraser Mackintosh.—What parish are we in just now, and
what parish have you been speaking of 1—Uig.

14684, You say you have travelled over the parish, and know it well;
do yoru know that, whether the lands held by the crofters are bigger or
less than those under sheep and deer, the parts held by the tacksmen are
the best parts -—The land that i3 under sheep and deer js like food with
kitchen, and the land that the crofters have is like food without kitchen.

14685. Youn were asked what you would do with the stocks of the large
farmers in the event of the land being divided, and you said, *Sell them
* to the drovers.” T ask you now, would it be necessary to purchase the
deer? Would the crofters keep the deer?—There were deer before there
was any tack in the parish.

14686. Bat if the crofters gob the land with the deer, would they keep
it as a deer forest?—The grass would keep up the deer; it is not the
people that would.

14687, What stock would they put upon the land now oceupied by the
deer 7—Sheep, and cattle in summer,

. 14688, They would not keep the deer, in fact —They were kept there
efore.

14689. You have said something about the Gaelic, and complained that
formerly they were not taught English. Is that correct7—3When I was
young we had only Ghaelic in the scheol at Tolsta, but we had an English
schiool after that from the Free Church Ladies’ Association.

14690, You would mot like that (aelic sheuld be done away with
altogether, would you?—I would net by any means; but I wish that the
English should be taught, and they would learn the Gaelic along
with it,

14691. Where are they learning Gaelic at this time?-There is a
Sabbath school in which they are taught Gaelic.

" 14692. Do most of the children attend that7—Yes; the church is near
them, : )
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14693. Do you approve of Gaelic being taught, so that they may read
the Bible in their mother tongue T think so.

14694, Now, do you represent the feclings of the whols people of
Tolsta in their demand to get enlarged holdings and some permaneney in
their possession %—1I speak for the island of Lewis as well.

14695, Their minds are set upon it ?—Yes. ¢ Love your neighbour as
¢ yourself.’

14696, With reference to the question, whethar or not the erofters have
capital to stock the land, supposing there waz a widow who had a little
money, and there was 2 man who had ouly his own hands, would not the
man who was able to work be as able to take a larger croftt—Just es

well,

Donaro Maopoxarp, Crolter and Fisherman, Dun of Carloway
(50) —exomined.

14697. The Chairman.—Have you been freely elected by the people
of Dun of Carloway +—Yes,

14698. Have you got o statement to make fo the Commission ?—Yes, a
verbal statement.

14699, Will you be so good as to make it%—We, the people of Dun
of Carloway, were in a township at the other end of the parish of Ulg,
called Mangersta. Now, a sheplerd lives there. Our ancestors were
there for 140 years. It was as good land as was in the whele country
side, but the sea destroyed their crofts now and again. No tacksman in
the country would have cows and sheep better than ours, or that would
securs higher prices at market. We were thus enabled to keep onrselves
going from year to year witheut falling into any debt whatever. Tn one
year, in particular, our erofts were destroyed by the sea, and we asked the
Bev. Mr Campbell, the Free Church minister of Uig, to speak to Sir
James Matkeson in order to get an exchange frum Mangersta, where we
were, to Dun of Carloway, where we now are. This township of Dun of
Carloway was fur the space of nincteen years before that under sheep, A
tacksman gave up the place that year. The proprieter had brought in
five parks before that time above the dwelling-houses, right acruss the
township. There was a slated house, a barn, and a byre built there.
When we went to arrange with Mr Muauro, the chamberlain, about an
exchange of township, this matter of the parks and the steading stood in
the way of our being able to agree. We returned to Mangersta, a distance
of thirty miles, on foot, without coming to terms. Then we were asked
to go to Stornoway. We went to Stornoway, and agreed there; and Mr
Mackay, our present chamberlain, was witness of our agreement. He
gave us the township as it was held by the previous temant, with the
exception of four out of five of the parks and the steading—that is, the
slated house, the byre, and the barn. We were afraid that people might
come and occcupy these parks, and that to our injury, and becanse we
knew what sst of pzaple the shepherds were long before—what a bad set
they were—we were afraid of them. He promised to us that these parks
and that steading would not stznd in our way in any way whatever, and
that he would fenee them round, so that what was within the fence would
be within and what would be without the fence would be withont. There
were two men scnt from (Gara-na-hine, whe got ane of these parks to each
man, The fence was never set up. 1t has not been put up to this day.

LEWIS.

BrEAscLE

Donald
Martin.

Donald
Maedonal




LEWIS,

SHIASCLETR

Donald
Macdonald.

942 Highlands and Tslands Commission. y

These two men began to pasture their stock wpon our grazings for wlhich
wz paid rent.  Mr Manre, the chamberlain, gave us a written agresment,
When these two men from Gara-na-hine began to encroach upon us with
their cattle, we went to the chamberlain. The first thing he asked us was
to produee the written agreement. Well, the agreement was sent for and
produced. He read the paper to us Mangersta people and the two Gara-
na-hine people as well.  When he read the paper, he told those two men
that they had nothing to get except those two parks, The two men said
that if they got nothing but that they might as well go away. Mr Munro
told them that was the agreement, and if they were not pleased with it to
go. He put the agreement into his pocket, and we have not seen it since.

14700. How many years is it sinee all this occurred +—1We caine elaven
years age, and this occurred about eight years ago.

14701, Does the same difficulty still exist, or have you settled it 34—
The end of it is, that these two men with all their stock are still a burden
upon vs and upon our grazings, with the authority of the propristor. Our
land pasture up to ons bundred sheep in winter, and they have rednced
to such an extent that no ons can believe what a state of poverty we have
been brought into.

14702. \When you came to the farm of Dun from Mangersta you found
Dun had been under atack. What was the rent paid by the tacksman for
Dun +—About £80.

14703. How much is paid now under the crofters?—If you include
these two Gara-na-hine men of whom I have spoken

14704, Excluding these two men?—The crolters pay about £75, exclu-
aive of these two men,

14703, How much do these men pay?—They pay £9 between them.
The ground officer has the rest, the house and steading, and two of the
parks, but T don’t know how much he pays. The ground officer has not
Injured us in any way.

14706. The ground officer lives in a good house, and has two goof
parks I—Yes.

14707. How many parks had these two men?—A park each.

14708. Abount how much is each park 7—About six acres.

14709, What class of men ave thess two men? Are they just crofters
like yourselves 7—They are the same, except that thoy have money.

14710. What stock do these two men keep?—Omne of them has over
forty sheep, and the other hus nearly forty sheep, They have each one
horse, and each have six or seven heads of cattle.

14711, And your complaint is that these two men are allowed to run
their cattle and their sheep upon the common pasture, which ought to be
reserved for the crofters alone —That is cur complaint.

14712, But do you eomplain that they are allowed to run any cattle or
any sheep, or is the complaint that they run too many of both kinds?—
Our complaint is vwofold, We consider they have no right to put any
stock there, and at any rate they have too much stock there. We think
cur own stock could overstock is.

14713. How many crofters are there now paying rent outside of those
two I—Twenty-one are on the rent roll

14714. How many complete crofts are there =—There is one upon which
there are four families, and there are two subdivided—under {wenty-one
families.

14715. Have you a full croft or half a eroft t—A full croft.

14716. About what extent of arable ground have you?—Judging by
lize size of these parks which are said to contain six acres, my croft would
be about three years,
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14717, What stock do you keep +—1I have no sheep at ell. I have one
cow and two young ones; I have no horse,

14718, Is that your smmming, or is it what you actually possess 7—The
suinming would be three milk cows, three stirks, and fifteen sheep.

14719, Do any of the crofters possess that amount of stock +—7Yes, but
there is some of them who pay £6 of rent.

14720, How much iz the rent for the summing of three cows, three
stirks, and fifteen sheep %—4£3 of bare rent is my own croft, for which that
is the summing.

14721. Why have you got no sheep 7—The excellent sheep which I had
in Maugersta, nineteen in number, T brought there, and they all died on
that ground. I have not been able to buy any since that time.

147322, Have you represented to the factor your elaim that these two men
should not put any stock on the pasture +—We have twice sent a petition
to Stornoway.

14723, What answer does the factor give 2—1I could not exactly say
what answer we got, but we did not get the pasture,

14724, s this question of the pasturs your only complaint, or have yon
any other complaint #—This is the only complaint for which I was sent
here,

14725, The Chairman.—Have you anything else fo state?—I have to
say that there are very many peonle upon our places, There are twenty-
seven crofters there to-day. I don’t sce how they can live at all. Tt is
sufficiently plain that they canuot liva by the fishing, and that they cannot
live by the amount of land they have.

14726. How many families are there altogether upon your townshipf
—Twenty-six or twenty-seven.

14727, Including the two men who have parks?—Yes, but excluding
the ground officer.

14728, Are there any cottars or dependants }—There are not any
without more or less of land, but there are some on the land not on the
rent roil.

14729. When you came to Dun from Mangersta did the proprietor assist
to build your new houses—Not a penny.

14730. Did you bring the wood for the roofs with you?—TYes, and it
was A difficult task.

14731. Has the proprietor done any improvements in building dykes or
anything else t—Nothing whatever since we came there. He built fences
ruind the parks of the ground officer, but none round us,

14732, Were those fences put up during the tack, or during the crofters
time —The dykes were built before we came.

14733. Have any of the people availed themselves of the regulations of
the estate with the respect to building better houses 7—We built houses as
well as we could. We know the regulations of the estate on that matter,
and we bailt the houses as well as we were able.

14734, But have any of them since availed themselves of the printed
vegitlations in regard to building better houses or improving houses t—
These regulations were read to us four years ago, and since that time we
have impruved our dwelling-houses to some extent,

Mrroo Macpowarp, Crofter and Fisherman, Tobson, Derneray (49)—
examiued.

14735, The Chatrman.—Have you been freely clected delegate 3—Yes.
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14736, How many people were present at your election ?—About half
as many as the place could hold.

14737. Will you make a statement to the Commissioners?—I have to
tell about the poverty of the township of Tobson, and the causes that have
led to it. In the time of our fathers there were eight tenants at Tobson,
and they had Posta besides and hill pasture also. That was iu the time
of the fathers of those who are there now, more than sixty years ago, but
soms of those who were cnltivating the land are there still.

14738, At Tobson I—Yes.

The rent they paid was £3 altogether for the eight tenants. They had
then cattle, horses, and sheep. Then commenced the depopulation of the
island and the pulting in of sheep and shepherds on the top of the people.

14739, 8ir Kenneth Mackenzie.— How long since?—1I cannot give the
date, but it is a good while since.

14740, Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—Was it in Sir James Mathesen's time ?
-—1I think it was before Sir James's time. Tho island was then filled
with people coming from other places. The people of Kirkibost and
Hacleit were sent in upon ws. There are now twenty-five crvofters in the
towuship, and twenty without land at all.  The rent of the township is
£89, 10s., without Bosta. There was some hill pasture, but the half was
taken away. A dyke was erected between us and the lacd of Bosta which
our fathers had.

14741, T'he Chairmar.—What is Bosta now ?—1It is part of the tack of
Me Mackenzie of Linshader and that wall separates us from our old
burying-place. Thers is no gate theve for us to carry our dead throuzh,
and we have to carry them over the wall, were the snow ever so deep.
There was a fishing harbour formerly at Bosta, which is now useless—cut
away from the people who used it before—and there are no people to make
use of it.

14742, Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—I understand you to say that you are
cut off becanse it is within the dyke !—Yes.

14743. The Chairman.—Can you not make use of the harbour—It is
too far away from us to make any use of it. We have a small anchorage
at Tobson, but not so good as the old one.  The half of the whole pasture
our fathers had was taken from us. That was done in my father’s time,
—1I cannot give the date. Mr Smith was the ground officer at the time.
After a few years we were not allowed to go to that hill pasture at all, or
make any use of it.

14744, Sir Kenneth Maclenzie—Are you deprived of hill pasture
altogether now I—It was given baek to us again. [ do not know how, but
we were allowed to resume the use of that hill pasture. After that, when
we got it back again, we were obliged to erect a dyke between ourselves
and the deer forest. Then another piece of hill pasture was offered to us
in exchange for our former one, and we had to build seven miles of dyke
round it.  The shopherds got hold of vur sheep whenever they straved and
poinded them, and then sent them to Stornoway, and sold them. We used
to follow our sheep to Stornoway, ard bring them hack home, and then the
shepherds took from us one after another of the sheep that we retained.
T have myself scen the fire of a man put out at Bosta, and he sent away to
Shawbost, who was not & penny in arrears. The man himself never did
any good afterwards.

14745, Was this after the people were removed from DBosta +—Tt was
before they were removed by Mr Mackenzie.

14746, Before the tenants were removed from Bosta, how many families
were there in Tobson and Bosta 2—1 think there were nine families in Bosta
I cannot remember how many there were in Tobson,
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14747 T suppose there were about the same number in Tobson that
there are to-day —About the same namber,

14748. Was it to Kirkibost that the Tobson people were sent I—Yes.

14749, Did Mr Mackenzie of Linshader exchange Kirkibost for Bosta?
—Yes,

14750. And the nine families from Posta were rather bettered in
circumstances by coming to Kirkibost +—It gave them more room than
they had in Bosta. _

14751. Did the people of T'obson hope to get the Iand of Bosta for them-
selves when the Busta people were removed from it 2—We were desirous of
getting it,

14752, They bad no promise of it +—No,

14753. Did they ask for it I—We sent a petition to the chamberlain and
to her Ladyship, but we got no answer. *

14754. Then the removal of the Bosta people has been good for them,
bat prejudicial to the Tobson peeplet—Yes. It was injurious to the pecple
of Tubson, because the cows of the Dosta people trespassed upon our lands
back and forward.

14755, If this dyke were not between Tobson aud Bosta, would the people
use the port at Bosta still ?—We would make use of it still in very wild
nights, when it was desirable to get to the nearest landing place, but as there
are no houses there we prefer to get to the nearest point to our homes.

14756. Then, if there was a gate to the burial-zround, your objection to
the dyke would he pretty well removed t—There would need to be a dyke
between us and the shepherds, at any rate, so long as there are shepherds
there.

14757, TIs the hill pasture which you have got now in exchange for what
you gave up as good as what you gave up *—Not at all.

14738. Who has got the old kill pasture 7—It is in the deer forest.

14759. How long is it since this was added to the deer forest 7—1 think
about eleven years. f

14760. How long did it take to put this wall of seven miles around your
new pasture —"We raised it in the course of the winter and the spring of
the firat year, beczuse until we raised it we could not put any beasts apon
the hill ; we were not allowed. Nobody was allowed to go out with his
huat to fish at all till that dyke was finished. We ourselves made that
regulation that nobody should go out to fish, or send his wife anywhere, till
that dyke was finished. §

14761. What rent do these twenty-five crofters now pay +—4£89, 10s.

14762, Is that equally spread over them all+—No. Home of them are
paying a little above £1; the highest reat, so far as I know, is £6.

14763, What is your own rent7—£4, hesides taxes.

11764, What stock do you keep #—L have two cows, one stirk, and seven
sheep,

14765, Is the £4 your own rent, or the rent of yourself aund your
brother ?—That is between myself and my brother,

14766, Has your brother the same stock as you have -—Yes, he keeps
the same stock.

14767. Do you send your cows to the mainland pasture in the
summer time to the sheilings —Yes, we would have none if we did not
do so.

14767.* When do yousend your cows to the sheiling +—We send our
sheep ashore the first week of summer, and we send our cattle ashore at
the end of the first month of summer; that is, about the end of this
week,

14768. How long do they remain there 7—Till the end of snmmer,

* See Appendix A, XLI, p. 158, + I¥id, p. 158, $ IBid p. 159.
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14769, Both cattle and sheep—The sheep remain till the end of
autumn.

14770. Have you a herd for the sheep +—Yes.

14771. Do the women go with the cattle to the sheilings 1—Yes,

14772, Do they stop there through the summer +—Yes.

14773, Without going home -—The whole time.

14774, How do they spend their time there —We bring food to them
by boat.

14775. Do they make butter and cheese +-—Those that can make butier
and cheese ; those that cannot must do without.

14776, If the cows do not giva milk, what is the use of the women
going there 1Tt is hoped they will have miik yet, if they have not now.

14777, Do they bring the milk home, and take foed with them?—3WWe
go for it, and bring it.

14778, Are they all in one sheiling % —Sometimes two erofters have
one sheiling between them, and sometiizes one has the whole sheiling to
himself.

14779. Arve the cattle housed thers, or only the women }—The cattle
are out at night.

14780. Are you a fisherman i—Yes.

147381, Have you a boat of your own?—XNo.

14782, Do you fish for hire?-—1I fish as one of the crew of a boat
belonging to a curer,

14783. What pay do you get for it T—Some years eightpence and some
years ninepence, one shilling at the most, for ling; and sometimes they
will not take the cod from us at all; they don’t think it worth having,
but if we take it to them they will give fourpence for it.

14784. Are the cod not of good quality hers?—They are good in the
winter.

14785. Are the ling good all the year—Yes.

14786. When do you get payment from the eurer —W 32 often have to
get it before we earn it.

14787, That is to say, you get advances from the curer +—Our
accounts are made up at Hallowesn, but we get payment beforehand from
him in meal.

14788, Have you drawn much meal this year?—Yes. I have
purchased eighteen bolls this season, between what I bought and what I

ot.

14789, What did you pay for what you bought ?—The curer charges
twenty-four shiltings a boll.

14790, Ts it from the curer that you got what you bought +—1I did not
buy it all from him.

14791. What did you pay when yon bought it elsewhere I—Nineteen
shillings, and the best £1.

14792, Is the curer’s meal this year twenty-four shillings?t—I do not
know what it will be this year.

14793, When will you know what # will be this year+—About
Halloween, when we make up accounts,

14794, Will you not know the prices of the ling till then +—I do not
know the least what prices we will get this year.

14795, What curer have you been fishing to lately *—Hector Mathieson,
in Valtos.

14796. Have you been long fishing for him *—Yes, four or {ive years.

14797. Has he settled with you every vear at Halloween 7—Yes.

14798, Areyou told each year at that time how you stand with him $—
Yes.
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14799, Have you ever had money to get from him I had movey to
get from kim the last year at any rate.

14800. And when you did not have money to get from him, did you
feel bound to fish for him the next sezson?—He does not bind himself,
but I consider myself under obligation, if T am in debt to him, to fish for
bim.

14801. Although the price of the fish is not fized, and the prices of the
advances of meal is not fixed I do not sce it to be my duty, though
poverty compels me to do su.

14302, Do you know of any case here where people have made as
much money by the fishing as would enzble them te buy boats for
themselves I do not think I know of any, but they did clear off or
wade money enough to pay for boats that the curers had given them.

14803. Are these people now fishing with their own boats 7—The only
one in our place that I knew who did so is not able to make nse of the boat
now, He has nobody to assist him with his land.

14804. Would it not be worth his while to hire labour to assist him
with his land 71 don’t know.

14805. What extent of land has that man got +—His rent is about £4,

14806. Has he encugh to make him comfortable without fishing =—He
is one of the best off in the place whatever, but he has cnly a small
family.

14807. Do you think that the fishing might bs so prosecuted by some
of them that it might be for their advantage to give up the land, and thus
leave more land for the others #—-Of late years fishing has fallen back, It
is far away from the land. We can have no living without the land, and
plenty of the land which ounr fathers had in view of us,-—twenty townships
in possession of one bed-ridden man, and kundreds of us without s much
as we can say that we have a right to.

14808. But if you had the whole of the land that your fathers had,
there ars four families now for one there was in your father's time. How
are all the others to be provided for?—We think, if the land were given
s, that we would work the land,—that we would borrow money for a few
years, and after we had the land suificiently stocked that we could then
repay the money.

11809, But you think that & man holding £4 of land is too much
occupied to devote himself at all to fishing %—Vhen there ars two able
men in a family, they could both work the land and also the fishing, I
have another thing that I must say—about the sportsmen. Some of ns
walking upon our own pasture have been threatened by them that if we
did se, they would put lead into our bodies. That was dome within the
last four years.

14810, Who was it that szid so—That was said to Maleolm Maedonald
of Tobson by the sportsman who was then liviag at Scaliscro.

14811, The Chairman.—What iz the sportsman’s name —Mr William-
BOL.

14812, Did Maleolm Macdonald complain to the factor that be was
threatened by the sportsman®—No. The gamekeeper said he wondered
he did not fire 2t him.

14813. Did the man really believe that the sportsman would have fired
at him, or did he only think he was angry+—He told me he was very
much frightened by it.

14814, Have you any other complaint to make of the sportsmen — Yea.
I could not think of going to get heather to make ropes for thatching cur
houses, except during the week we are permitted to do so by the factor.

14815, Sir Kenneth Mackenzie.—Where 1—0On our pasture.
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14816, When is that week 7—A week about Lammas time.

14317, The Chairman.—When the man was threatened by the sports-
man, was he on his own hill pasture, or was he on the Scaliscro ground,
belonging to the shooting tenant}—I could not be sure which side of the
dyke he was on.

14818. Do you think generally that the shooting tenants are unkind to
the people '—We got no kindness from them better thaun that.

14819, Do you know whether the shooting tenants here have sent
considerable subscriptions this year for the relief of the poor in their
present distress I am not aware of that.

14520, I will let you know by-and-by how much they have sent. Now
T wish to ask you some questions about the fishing. Do the fishermen
generally ¢hiuk that the curers are hersh and unJust or do they think
that the curers treat them with justice m—We know that the curers are
hard upon us.

14821, Are the fishermen very anxiotns to be independent of the
fish-curaers, and have boats of their own?—That is a thing they greatly
desire.

14823, If the proprietor or Government would supply them with boats
would they endeavour to pay for these—to pay interest and repay the
capital i—1I should think they would.

143823, You mentioned tweo dykes in the course of your evidence ; one
dyke was built between Tobson and the tack of Dosta %—The first dyke
mentioned between Bosta and Tobson was erected by Sir James, but there
were other two dykes we mads ourselves,

"4824, What sort of dyke was erected by the landlord ! A stoue dyke,

4825, Was that useful to the people of Tobson; did it do them any
service }—It kept our cattle from going to the other side, and cattle on
the other side from coming to ns.

14826. Then what was the second dyke you built yourselves—not the
dyke against the deer?-The first dyke was erected on the west side
of the deer forest, to shut us out from the deer forest,

14827, What sort of dyke was it 7—A turf dyke; there was no stone
to be got.

14828, Was it made entirely by the erofters1—Yes, every bit of it.

14829, The proprietor gave them no help +—XNo.

14830. Was the object of that dyke to prevent their stock straying
upen the deer forest —Yes. If any part of the dyke fell, anybody who had
his cattle there at the shieling was obliged to remove away.

14831. I mean, that dyke was erected not for the sake of the crofters,
but for the sake of the deer forest +—It was on account of the deer and
not of the cattle,

14832, And yet the crofters paid for the whole of it?7--We did it all
notwithstanding.

14833, And they never had any compensation +—Nothing,

14834, How many days’ work of the community did it take to make
this dyke —We spent a day in going there, and we spent a week there
before we came home.

14835. Then we come to the third dyke—that was the dyke seven
miles long 7—That is the third dyke.

14836, Was that put up for the sake of the deer forest and not for the

sake of the crofters ™ That was also erected for the sake of the deer,

14837, Was it entirely put up by the crofters, and did they never
receive any compensation I —Without any compensation.

14838. How long did the dyke take them to make +2y brother and
I and our servant spenb ten weeks working at it.
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14839. Did they never receive any reward or consideration for it in
any form %—Not the worth of one balfpenny. The only promise I heard
made was that if we made the dyke in the course of a year, a cope or paling
wonld be erected on the top of the wall for additional protection, which
was never done.

14840. Was that wire?—Yes, a2 wire fence. When any part of the
dyke gives way now, we have to go and repair it, or pay somebody for
duing sa.

14841, Afr Fraser-Mackintosh.—Is Derneray a populous island —I
dow’t know the population, but there are & considerable number,

14842, Is a considerable part of the island under tacksmen ?—Yes,
two good farms are in the hands of tacksmen.

14843. Can you give us any idee of the comparative division of the
island between those two tacks and the sinall erofters? Have those two
tacks the half of the island %It is not the half of the island.

14844, Nearly the half %—Yes, the crofters have three farms, and the
sheep farmers have two.

14845, How many out of the whole population are living on those
two farms?—There is nobody living on Mackenzie's farm.

14846, How many may be upoen the other +—There is one family living
on the other,

14847. What are the names of these two farms?—-Bosts and
Croir.

14848, TIf the people got these two towns would it very much benefit
them in their circumstances and position It wonld be a great help to
them, and still more if they got besides Little Berneray, which the people
had before.

14849. With regard to the dyke which prevents you getting into the
burial ground, why was there not a gate left in it through which you
could carry the bodies ?—When the dyke was being made I was working
at it, and we made a gate for the purpose of access to the churchyard, and
it was shut up and filled with stones, and notice was sent to us by the
farmer of Linshader that we must filt it up.

14850, Did you make eny remonstrance to the anthorities at Stornoway ¥
—1T don’t think so.

14851, Are you aware that it is not lawful by the law of Scotland to
shut up a road to a burial ground 71T did think so.

14852. Then why did you not apply to the authorities }—Beecause the
loeal government was stronger than we,

14853, In consequence of the shutting up of the wall, are you, in point
of fact, to this day, obliged to lift the bier over the wall when you come
to it #-—Yes, we are obliged at this time to lift the coffin up on to the wall,
and men to stand there, with others on the other side.

14854. Do you know whether the proprietor or those in anthority were
awsre of that fact —T don’t know.

14855, In regzard to the rent, which was originally £8, and which is
now increased to £89, with great deductions taken from yomn, are you
aware when the [ast rise took place 7-—1When the ground was lotted by Mr
Cameron.

14356. Was the rent added to considerably at that time?—The chief
rise was before Mr Cameron’s time, but it was added to in his time also,
and the present rent was then fized.

14857, What is the name of the place where you have got your present
hill pasture +—Our first hill pasture was Dein-pa-chuillein, aud our present
pasture is at Earchader.

14858, Is your present pasture good grazing, and of considerable
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extent ?—TIt is spoiled by the numberof ecattle that are put upon it. The
people of Kirkibost and Croir have a right to pasture as well as us.

14359, Are the shielings of the different townships close to each other?
—There are so many people who have a right to have them there that
they must be near each other.

14860. Have you any idea how many women and children will go there
this year -—There will be thirty from our own township, ten or eleven
from Hacleit, twenty from Kirkibost, and six or seven from Breasclete.

14861. How do the women spend the day %—XKnitting stockings, making
shirts, caps and frocks, and such like work, and looking after the cows.

14862. Do they keep up the old custom of meeting, when the evening
falls, and baving singing *—The young people undoubtedly like that,

14863. Ilave they any music except singing +—No.

14864, In your younger days did there use to be pipe musie, or anything
of that sort *—XNo. There were pipes in my father's time,

14565, Wehave read in a book that when they set out for the shielings,
they had some particular song. Was that the case here?—XNo. I have
heard of such a thing, but I cannot say anything definite about it. There
are old people who might be able to tell.

14866. In regard to the limitation upen pullivg the heather for thatch,
is that heather in the forest %—We are afraid fo gather heather except on
the inside of our pasture. T repeat what I said before. We are not
allowed to gather heather on our own hill pasture, except during one week.

14867, Why It is one of the orders ot the estate, for the sake of
sport and not disturbing the deer.

14368, Is that restriction in the articles of lease or regulations of the
estate 71 think that is in the regulations.

14869. Is it intended for the benefit of the sportsmen or for the henefit
of the pasture M1 cannot say why it is dene.

14870. Is there to you any sense in the regulation?—We obey it, at
any rate. It is trying to us.

14871, Sheriff Nicolson.—~—Is this the regulation to which you refer—
rule 14— No tenants shall puil heather, or ent rushes, or bent, or carry
‘ away the same, except on such days as shall be appointed by the ground-
¢ officer or gamekeeper of the district, and at such place as he shall point
‘out’?—Yes.

14872. My Fraser-Mackintosh.—You told us about a man whose fire was
extinguished. What was his name $—2>alcolm Macdonald, Bosta.

. 14873. How long ago was this $—A few years before Bosta was depopu-
ated.

14874. Was it in consequence of the hardships he endured at that time
that he was unable to do anything meore for himself I don’t know he
was personally injured in any way by the removal, but he was heart-broken
by it—his children left him—and he never did much afterwards.

14875, You spoke about a man who was threatened to be fired at. Is
that man present here %—He is at sea. There are some here who heard
the threat.

14376, Did the people in your township receive any of the money that
was collected by charitable people *— Yes, we did.

14877, Were you satisfied with the way in which it was distribnted 3—
Some were and some were not, but I was pleased, and I was in need of it,
and am thankful to those who gave it for seed and fuod. But fur the
gentle-folks who did it, we would not have been alive.

14878, The Chairman,—I think it right to tell you that the shooting
tepants in this part of the Lewis bave sent £160 to the rolief fund, and
you will find the details in this paper which I now hand to you +—The
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one thing we want is justice from the Queen and from her wiss counsellors
whom shie anthorizes.

Jorx MackzrziE, Crofter, Callernish {60)—examined,

14879, The Chairman.—You have a written statement?—Yes. *The
¢ Callernish Crofters complain of being deprived of two points of their
* ground, namely, Orosay and Aird, since a long time, and still paying rent
¢ for 1t, as also muir and pasture in common given it te Carloway people,
¢ Twenty-eight crofts taken from us and others put on them, some from
* Garrynahine, and some from Ulg, and still the rent rising. Nothing but
“dykes on every side of us. The crofters must keep the half of them
‘ up, or else the factor will take money from them at rent time for it. This
* township’s former rent was £60; now its £113. A few years ago, paid
¢ for liberty of collecting whelks, and sending them to market south, £15
“rent. We are living yet at Callernish that can testify on oath with clear
* conscience that our eyes saw this taken from us, if we are wanted to do
¢ this.’

14880, 8ir Kenneth Mackenzie,—Do they gather whelks at Callernish
yet +—Yes, they gather all they can. They think them little enough.

14881. Does anybody ask them rent for that right now?%—I have
not been asked to pay rent myself, but I have heard others say they have,
and T think some of them are perhaps here.

14882, How many families are there in Callernish 7—About sixty.

14883. Have they any other means of livelihood exeept this land for
which they are paying £118 +—We have nothing else to live upon here,
except the help that some of our young people give that go fishing.

11884, How long is it since they lost the Jand which is spoken of here
as taken from then—J] barely remember when Aird was taken from
them, .

14885, It will be fifty years ago?—Yes.

14886. And the rest of it was taken before that?—Yes, Orosay was
taken from us some little time before that.

14887. When were these Gara-na-hine and Uig pecple put upon your
crofts —Twenty-one years ago.

14888, Why were they taken from Gara-na-hine and Uigt—I don't
know.

14889. Who got the land round Gara-na-hine and Tig?—It is now
a part of the land of the innkeeper, and another part of it is a park occupied
by the doctor.

14890. How long has your rent stood at £118 +—For a long time.

14891, And what you want is more land at a reasonable rent I suppose?
—Yes. We have no pasture at all, only the ground that we till. OQuar
cow must go three miles before she can bend ber head to grass.

14892, Who has the grass above Callernish It is in the hands of Mr
Macras. I have to say further that there was no reduction of our rent
when the Aird was taken from as.

14293, Then the £118 has stond since that time?—There was no
reduction of our rent when the Reef people was sent in upon us and the
Aird was taken from us. There are some of us, of whom I am one, who
have within the last thirty years, when we got these new lands, taken in
and reclaimed new ground, which we have done our best to make produc-
tive, but we have no grass.
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GrorcE SwiTH, Crofter, Callernish (70)— examined.

14894, The Chairman~—It is stated in the memorial submitted to us
from Callernish that a few years ago a charge was made for collecting
whelks upon the shore, and that a sum of £15 was paid as rent for doing
so. Have you any knowledge of that +—Donald M‘Iver, who wrote the
paper we have given in, has himself told me that he paid money, and
that the sum charged for the liberty of collecting whelks was £15.

14893. How long age was tbat i—I cannot say exactly—a dozen years
at any rate.

14896. Was it since Sir James Matheson became proprietor of the
island %—Yes.

14897. Did you yourself ever pay?-—No. I used to collect whelks,
but I paid nothing fer the liberty of doing so. I scld them to M‘lver
before mentioned, and he was charged that tax as a licence for taking
them.

14898. Then the people who collected them on the shore were never
made to pay $—We had nothing to pay.

14899. Were you and the other erofters allowed to sell the whelks
to anybody you pleased, or were yon obliged to sell them to M‘Ivert—We
were allowed to sell them only to the men who paid the duty for the
privilege. ]

14900. Were you at liberty te teke them and consume them yourself,
without paying anything —Yes.

14901. Does that system still continue, or is it all done away with —
It is still maintained.

14902. Who at the present time is the tacksman to whom you sell the
whelks +—There is another man this year buying the whelks; a man
named Neil Mackay used to buy them.

14903. When the Gara-na-hine people were brought to Callernish, were
they settled on arable ground of cther crofters or upon hill pasture +—Not
upon the arable ground, but upon grass. Their lots were cut out of our
grass.

14904. Were the lots prepared and trenched for them by the proprietor?
—No, they did it themselves,

14905. Was no preparation made for them by the proprietor —XNothing.
Some lots were eut out where we had our peat ground, and we were
obliged to go elsewhere for our peats, and our peats are now nearly
exhausted.

14906. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh,—Has any money been laid out by the
proprietor for this towuship of Callernish during the Jast twenty years -
I never knew that he spent a penny upon it.  Our grazing was taken from
us and we were then obliged to build & dyke between ourseives and the
pasture that we have. A cow must go three miles before she can bend her
head.

14907. In those circumstances I presume a cow that has to travel six
miles will not give very much milk 7—No. We complained once or twice to
the factor to restore the grass that was car own, and I believe he was
minded at one time to do so, but the thing fell vut that it was joined to
another bit of Jand, which was the best of the place, and made into a small
tack oceupied by Mr Macrae.

14908. The Chairman.—What ia the rent of that tack =—1T1 don't know.
When the grazing was taken from us, we were asked to value it befors the
chamberlain. He told us that we would either get the grazing or a reduc-
tion according to the value of it from our rent, which we valued at £10,
but we have not got either.
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14909, Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—Would you give £10 to get it back?
—We would indeed be very glad to do so. I Lad ten hoggs this year, and
I lost them all for want of grass,

e s

Murpo Macreop, Crofter and Fisherman, Borrowston (31)-—examined.

14910. Sir Kenneth Mackenzie—This i1s the statement you have to
make before the Commission :—* At a meeting of the crofters of Borrowston
¢ on the 21st May last, it was agreed that the following statement of their
¢ grievances and demands be presented through their delegates to the Royal
* Commission, Ounr first grievance is the smallness of our holdings.
¢ Fifty-five years ago there were only five crofters in Borrowston, paying
“an aggregate rent of £42. At present there are fifteen crofters paying
* a rental of £61% We hold on an average about three acres of cultivable
“land. Our common or outrun is about § mile long and 4 mile wide.
* The population of our township is ninety-two souls. We cultivate
‘ minutely from year to year the whole of cur lotg, and in consequence
¢ of this perpetual tillage the soil of our erofts iz gradually detericrating,
¢ The quantity of grain which we raise off our crofts does not suffice any
‘ year to support our families. We require to buy of meal in ordinary
¢ years about £12 worth on an average over and above what we raise off
‘ our own lots. We requirs to buy about £23 worth of meal on an average
¢ this year, there being only three families in our township that require less
¢ than £20, while there are others that need £40 worth of meal. Qur people
¢ are strong, active and industrious, and thoroughly capable to earn a respect-
¢ able and independent livelihood for themselves and the families they repre-
¢ seny, provided only they had plenty of lond to work upon, Bordering en
¢ pur township is a promontory called Leimshadder, which would be a good
¢ and convenient supplement to our present small heldings. Leimshadder,
* the place referred to, was at one time inhabited by eight crofters, but
¢ these were removed and the place given to a tacksman. About twenty-
¢ seven years ago we offered a rental of £50 for Leimshadder, promising
* to pay the rent before entering into possession, but our offer was refused,
¢ though the place was afterwards given to a tacksmen for a rental con-
¢ giderably less than what we offered. Four or five years ago it was let to
*its present holder, who has large possessions of land elsewhere in the
“island. We are still willing to take Leimshadder at a reasonzble rent.
¢ Another serious grievance which we wish to state is the extreme difficalty
“and hurdship we experience in connection with our peats. The peat
* mos3 connected with our own township was exbausted upwards of twenty
¢ years ago. 'The estate then gave us permission to cut peats on conveni-
* ent ground belonging to another township, but on the authority of the
¢ gronnd-officer this peat ground was taken from us two years ago. We
¢ were then driven out to the moor outside the township of Carloway.
* Qur peat banks are now 3 miles distant from our homes.  For half this
¢ distance there is no road, though we have to carry all our peats on our
‘back. We have further to cross a river which, being without a bridge,
‘s, after heavy rains, often dangerons and impassable. Qur peats being
¢ g0 far away from us, and to relieve ourselves somewhat of the hardship
¢ of carrying them the whole way on our backs, we sometimes have recourse
¢ to the expedient of Hoating them on the river for a certain distance, but
¢ as the river is let by the estate for fishing purposes, we are not allowed
¢ to float our peats on'it till the beginning of January, We could get a
¢ supply of peats for twenty years or more in Leimshadder within a short
* distance of our homes,—Murpo M‘Lrop.

+ See Appendix A, XLI
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14911. Sheriff Nicolson. -V hare is Borrowston?—Abont four miles
from this.

14912, Sir Kenneth Mackenzie.—Have you any statement to make in
addition to what has been put in 2—1 have to say that we cannot live with
so little land as we have, and that we are much inconvenienced by the distance
we are from our peats. About the tack of Linshader, which bounds witis
ug, I have to say there is no resident tenant there, and that the herd from
there goes through our township with his cattle, back and forward.

14913. Who las that place +—>Mr Mackenzie.

14914, Anything more +—Our weak sheep are harrassed by his passing
back and forward.

14915, The shepherd and his dog —He is a herd, and drives both cattle
and sheep through our ground. We are not allowed to cross the dyke
between us and his farm, if we want to go for rea-ware or anything.

149186, Are you sallowed to gather sea-ware on the shores of Linshader ?
—No.

14917. Do you buy it there —1Ve cannot get any more than about a
dozen cresls every year on the shore of our own land,

14918, Do you take drift weed from the shores of Linshader when yon
can get it 1—No, we must not cross the dyke.

14919, Would Linshader be convenient for you for sea-ware if you econld
get it Tt would.

Noruaxy MARTHUR, Crofter and Fisherman, Borrowston (32) —
examined.

11920, Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—Have you anything to say in addition
to what has been said t—I have to speak of the trouble we have in respect of
the mill. We are more than six miles from the mill here. We have to
give the miller every year the one-sixteenth part of our grain, besides car
trouble, and if we have ounly three pecks, we have that same trouble to
undergo—twelve miles to travel.  We had old mills of our own, which wa
uged formerly ; and we think it a hardship that we should be obliged to
keep up this mill, while we are also obliged to buy meal for our support
elsewhere,

14921, Sir Kenneth Mackenzie—Are you allowed to grind meal in your
own mills I—The old mills are forbidden entirely. That is under article
30 of regulations, We think if we were allowed to resume the use of our
own old mills, as we did before, it would be a relief to us.

Noruax Macerar, Crofter, Upper Carloway (64)—examined.

14922, The Chairman.—This is the statement on the part of the
penple of Upper Carloway :—* At a meeting of the crofters of Carloway on
¢the 2lst ult, it was agreed to lay the following statement of their
¢ grievances before the Royal Commission. OQur principal grievance is
¢ overcrowding and curtailment of holdings, without corresponding reduction
“of rent. Thirty-one years ago, there were only twenty-four crofters in
¢ our township paying an aggregate rental of £80. There are to-day sixty
¢ families, exclusive of paupers. Since the year 1852, or thereabout, our
¢ holdings have been considerably curtailed by the gradual formation of new
¢ lots out of our common or outrun. At present the number of such new
‘ lots amounts to 18, paying a rental of £40, Though so many new lots
* have been formed out of onr common, and the cattle of the holders of these
¢ new lots allowed to graze on our pasture land, no reduction whatever has
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¢ been made on our rent. Theholders of these new lots came for the most part
! from districts that were eleared in order to make room for sheep farms.
¢ Qur pasture lund is very much damaged by another township cutting peats
‘on it. The estate compelled us to work 180 days at making a road, to
¢ enable the peopie of the township referred to to reach their own peat
“ ground, and after all they are allowed to cut their peats on our pasture
“land. For the last thirty years we have been compelled by the estate
¢ to send all our grain to be ground at Breasclete mill, six miles distant.
¢ We had two mills of our own at Carloway, but the estate ordered them
“to be destroyed. We, in common with the people of the surronnding
¢ townships of Borrowston, Knock and Garinin, who also send their grain
¢ to Breasclete mill, are thus deprived of about the eighth part of our grain,
¢ between mill dues and our vwn trouble and expense in going to Breasclete,
‘ The extent of our hnldings, including eultivable land and pasture land,
* is scarcely two miles long and one mils wide. In 1871 the population
¢ of vur township was 340.  On account of the small size of our lots, we crop
¢ the whole of them every year, though we are well aware that such perpetual
‘ cropping is calculated to render the soil less productive. The yield of

¢ grain from our crofta is not safficient to supply our families with food,
" ¢ Generally we require to buy on an average ten bolls of meal, while this
‘ year we need about eighteen bolls on an average. Ouar comforts and
¢ chances of livelihood as crofters could easily and conveniently be secured
¢ by annexing Dalmore to our present small holdings. Dalmore was at
¢ one time inhabited by fourteen families, all of whom were removed, and
¢ the place given to a tacksman.  As Dalmore is contiguous to our town-
¢ ghip, we would be prepared any time to give for it the same rent that
¢ the present tenant gives for it.—Noryax MPramL’

14923. 1s Dallmore held by a single tacksman, or is it united to & large
tack $—1I¢ is joined to Dellbeg under one tacksman—John Sinclair.

14924, Are you obliged to carry your grain to be ground at the mill?t
—Yes.

14925. Could youn have it ground at any other mill if you pleased +—
No. Querns are still used in some of cur houses. If we did not do so,
we could not live.

14926, Have you anything further to state that is not mentioned in the
paper —XNothing more.

14927, My Fraser-Mackintosh.—Is the meal equally well dene in the
old mills as in the new one '—The old mills ground our meal as well and
much better than the new one.

XNormaw Morerisox, Crofter, Knock, Carloway (54)—examined.

14928, The Chairman.—This is your statement —¢At a meeting of the
¢ crofters of Knock, Carloway, on the 21st May last, it was agreed to sub-
¢ mit through their delegates the following statement of their grievances
‘ to the Royal Commission.  Our chief grievance is the curtailment of our
¢ holdings by the withdrawal and formation inte new crofts of a portion of
¢ our common or pasture land, without corresponding reduction in our rent.
¢ In 1850 there were only sixteen crofters in our township, paying a rental
‘of £30; whereas there are at present twenty-nine crofters, paying a
¢ rental of about £68, There are besides seven families that have no
flands. Since 1850 nine new crofts paying a rent of £12 have bLeen
¢ formed out of our commen, Other two pieces of good ground belonging
‘ to us, of the value of £7, have been annexed to the townships on each side
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“of us.  Our pasture land has been thus considerabiy reduced. Qur rent,
¢ howsver, has not been reduced in the least on account of these consider-
* abls curtailments. Our township isabout 14 mile long and 1 mile wide.
* Of this area scarcely one fourth part is cultivable land. Our lots being
‘ 5o small, we require to crop the whole of them every year, and in con-

!¢ sequence of this incessant cropping, the soil of onr crofts is rapidly

Angns
Paterson.

¢ deteriorating. The yield of grain from our. crofts is always inadequate
¢ to support our families. In ordinary years we buy on an average about
* £10 worth of meal. This year we shall require to buy not less than
¢ £20 worth of meal on an average.—NorMAN MorrIsox.’

14929. Have you anything further to say +—Nothing,

14930. Where have the crofters come from to make vup the number
from sizteen to twenty-nine I -Some of them came from other places, bet
the most of them have grown up in the townslip.

14931. What rent do you pay =—=£3, 10s.

14932, What stock do you keep —Two cows, two young beasts, and a
horse.

14933. Have you any sheep +—About ten.

14934, Are there any other of the people there that have horses?—
Four or five in the township have horses.

14335. Wkhat are the townships on each side of you to which ground
was given that was taken from you?—Carloway and Kirvig. That was
done in Sir James Matheson'’s time, but I cannot give the date.

14936. Do you remember when the nine new crofts were made 7—I
was not there then.

Ancus PaTeRsoN, Crofter, Kirvig (58)—ezamined.

14937, The Chairman.—Are you a fisherman 7—T was a fisherman, but
not now.

14938. You have 2 statement to submit to the Commission?—Yes.
¢ Memorial from the Tenants of Kirvig, Carloway :—We, as erofters of the
¢ township or village of Kirvig beg to request the old boundaries of our
¢ village and parish be restored or changad to its former place. We also beg
¢ to state that at the time when Sir James Matheson became proprietor of
¢ Lewis, our village was divided into seven (7) crofts, and that at that time
¢ thnse seven crofts were made into ten (10), thereby rendering the crofts
¢ quite inadequate for the subsistence of the families living on them, and
¢ that those erofts have been further divided into fifteen (15), and that there
¢ are in the village five (5) * squatters,” or families without land, who are a
¢ burdon on their parents and en the rest of the crofters in the village,
¢ besides a lot which is let in the pasturage of the village,* Thereare in the
¢ village a large number of young men, married and single, all of them fisher-
* men and naval reserve men, who are compelled to be a burden on their
¢ perents, because they cannot obtain land to cultivate, or even a site for
‘8 house. Thers is, for instance, one married man, who built a miserable
¢ bothy on his father’s lot, and he had no sooner done so than his father was
* intimated by the factor, that if his son remained on his lot he (the father)
¢ would be forthwith evicted. This is but one instance out of very many,
¢ and this is all caused by the factor hemming in the people on all sides, to
¢ make room for shecp farms, as, for example, there is in our vicinity an
¢ aged bed-ridden bachelor, who rents a sheep farm which would hold com-
¢ fortably from 200 to 300 crofters.’

14939, s the increase of families upon the township to be accounted

* Ses Appendix A, XLI.
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for by the natural inerease, or have strangers been brought into it +—They
all grew up in the place.

14940, Have the crofts been divided with the consent of the factor, or
azatost his consent 1—T1¢ was against the rules of the estate.

14941, Then your demand is that you should obtain more land +~That
the land shouid be given to the sons of men which was owned by their
fathers, and for whteh their ancestors shed their blood,

14942, Are thers tacks adjacent to them?—3We are close to the
boundary between Uig and Carloway.

14943, You want a piece of ground. Is there a tack contignous to
our township *—XNo, there is no tack near us. We want the boundaries
to be restored as they were in the times of our fathers and grandfathers,
which were altered under the factorship of Mr Mackenzie.

14944, When the boundaries were altered was the area of the whole
diminished 1—Yes,

14345, To whom was the [and given that was taken away from yon?
—It was formerly part of the tack of Mr Kenncth Smith, and when
people were removed from Mangersta, it was given to them.

[apJoURNED. ]

BARVAS, LEWIS, WEDNESDAY, JUNE 6, 1883.
(See_Appendiz 4, XXX¥I, and XLI)

Present :—

Lord Nariek axp Errric, K.T., Chairman.

Sir Kexsera 8. Mackexzig, Bavt. .
Dowawp Camerow, Esq. of Lochicl, M.P.

C. Fraser-Mackiyrosy, Esg., LD, -
Sheritf N1corsox, LL.D. .

Professor Macgixxox, dLA.

Wirriay Mackay, Chamberlain on the Lewis estates—re-examined,

14946. T%he Chairman.—You wish, I believe, to make a statement to
u2+—VYes, I do so, in the way of accounting for the small number of what
T eall squatters or cottars that appear in the statement 1 have to make.
I am speaking of 1881. In opening a new rent ledger, T entered the names
of squatters and cottars who had besu about ten or fifteen or twenty years
as such paying rent, not directly to ths landlord, but to the erofter, though
perhaps both of them would appear at the rent collection day. That led
to trouble and sometimes confusion, T entered the whole of them in our
ledger. The number now in the rent-roll in the parish of Barvas is 812.

14917, Paying directly to the landlord ¥— Yes.

14948, Mr Cameron.—And they were cottars before}—They were
sgquatters,

14549, The Chairman.—About how many were admitted at that time?
—Probably about one-third of 812. Since 1881 up to this date I find
there are eighty-seven squatters or sub-tenants.

14950, M+ Cameron.— These are not entered in the rent-roll I—No.

14951, The Chairman.—Have they all built their houses since 18811
—Yes, 8o far a8 known to me, The rental of the 812 crofters is £2330,
4s. 6d., or an average of £2, 17s. 4d. per crofter.
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14952, Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—Have you included in the list all under
£30 of rent m—£30 and under. I may explain, that in ecomparing the rent
of the present day with that of 1844, there is a considerable increase of
rent in this parish, on account of land reclaimed by the landlord. That
land was let to a number of the people in this district and towards Ness
at a rent of 35 6d. per acre for the first five years; 5s. for the second five
yoars; and 7s. 6d. for the third five years, with interest on the outlay for
improvements. The first and second rizes were charged, but not the third,

14953, So it remains at 5s. &—Yes, with interest on improvements. It
was the belief that by this outiay we could make arable Jand or crofts for
crofters, by which they could live independent of the moor pasture. The
lots were orizinally given out, perhaps, six or seven acres in extent, but
they are now of course by subdivision reduced to much less than that.

14954, 3fr Cameron.—At what date were the improvements made +—
From 1849 to 1852 inclusive.

14955, Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—Were the leases to be for fifteen years?
—For @ftcen years. There have been so many changes by the reclaiming
of this land, which is attached to the former townships, that I cannot com-
pare one township to-day with the township in 1844 as to the rent, to
show the increase,

14956, The Chairman.—You can only show the gross increase on the
whole parish?—Yes, The ares of the parish of Barvas, in which we now
are, is 853,043 acres. That is exclusive of water, I deduct glebes, manses,
manse sites, and churches, which amount to 940 acres. The ooly farm in
this parish is Galston, 7290 acres ; lands attached to the mill at Dell, 160
acres ; leaving 76,633 acres under crofters paying £30 and under, divided
among 312 crofters paying rent. They pay a rent of £2330, 4s. 6d., or at
the rate of 71d. per acre, arable and hiil pasture. Galston farm, containing
7290 acres, at a rental of £315, 93. 6d. gives 103d. per acre. The 160
acres attached to the mill at Dell is rented at £88. The crofters stock in
1882 consisted of 3421 head of cattle, 13,795 head of sheep, 580 horses,
and 285 pigs. The tacksman’s stock for the same period was 71 head of
cattle, 1643 sheep, 6 horses, and 2 pigs. I give the stock of 1881, because
it is somewhat larger. Crofters: 3591 head of cattle, 14,238 head of sheep,
549 horses, 300 pigs, Tacksman, 47 head of cattie, 1716 head of sheep,
4 horses, and 4 pigs.

. 14957, Sir Kenneth Mackenzie—Do these include young and old +—
es,

14958. At what time was the enumerationi—About the end of
September or 1st of October. It is taken annually.

14959, Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—Have you any idea of the number of
acres that were reclaimed by Sir James Matheson in those three years you
have referred to —No, but T can get the information.

14960, Sir Kenneth Mackenzie.—And the sum expended ?—Possibly I
may.

14961, The Chairman.—Would you dezeribe the nature of the reclama-
tion +—Trenching and draining.

. 14962. Were there main drains made $o evacuate the general water -—
es,

14963. And then were there underground drains cut, or wers there
merely surface drains all over the surface 11 cannot speak definitely just
now, for I was not seeing it at the time. My object to-day is mercly to
simplify matters—to show that there are new townships, and that there is
only one tacksman and the miller.

14964. Mr Cameron,—What became of the eighty-seven squatters
Are they entered on the rental %~XNot the eighty-seven.
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14965. Sir Eenneth Mackemie.—~Do you think they were overlooked
by you3—They might be overlooked, and they have increased since then.
Theie were two families perbaps that have gone out and built a separate
house since I made the entries.

14966. The Chuirman.— As regards the area of this improvement by
Sir James, was it taken from the common pasture of pre-existing town-
ghips +—1It was attached to pre-existing townships, but beth the old and
new townships were lotted and rented in 1850 and 1831, and valued
according to what they were worth then with these crofters upen them.

14967, When these new lots were formed and improved by Sir James,
were the new erofters placed there admitted to the privileges of hill pasture
formerly enjoyed by the others —Yes,

14068, Was that very extensive}—In some parts of the parish it was
very extensive, but not at the extreme Butt, towsrds the point of Ness.

14969. Has the rental of s. per acre on the inproved ground been easily
and punctually paid —DNo, there is a considerable amount of arrears in
this parish.

14970. Did the improvement turn out well} As regards the improve-
ment of the soil did it answer expectation or fall short of expectation 2—I
believe it was a mistake; I don’t think it is possible to have an arable
farm in the Lewis that will pay. Even the proprietor cannot make his
manor farm pay as an arable farm.

14971, Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—DBut that is no test; no home farm
ever pays1—XNo, but there is not an arable farm, properly speaking, in the
Lewis, except one or two near Stornoway, and their great stay is dairy
produce for the town.

14972, The Chatrman.—DBut these improved farms were not solely
arable farms, because they had rights of Lill pasture also 2—VYes.

14973. Sir Kenneth Mackenzie. —Have you any idea what the rent per
acre came to, including the interest and the 5s, —There were some of
them up to £5 and £6 for the croft altogether.

14974, But can you tell us what was the rent of the improved croft
per acre’}—1I believe some of the land would be close on 20s. per acre,
with the Js. and the interest.

14975, Not more than that —Xot more than that.

14976. Mr Cameron.—What rate of interest was charged 2—1I am not
certain as to that.

14977, The C'hairman.—Has the capital expended been all reimbursed §
—1It has, but all this was not done by Government drainage,

14978, No, but stil! the capital expended has been reimbursed 1-—Yes.

14979. Then was it understood that when the capital was reimbursed,
the rental was to be correzpondingly reduced, or was it to continue at the
increased rate 7—Well, I caunot say as to what arrangement was made,
but it has been continned on the forms when the leases were out—princi-
polly upon the large arable farms about Stornoway and Galston.

14980, But with rveference to these improved crofters’ lands+—There
was no change made.

14981, That is to say; they continned to pay as rent the 5s. per acre,
plus the whole of the charge for interest and reimbursement of capital -
They continue to pay the same rent as in 1853 or 1854, when the improve-
ments were completed,

14982, Mr Cameron.—Can you say whether the rate of interest charged
was 64 per cent. I—T am not sure of that
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Marcorm M‘PraTr, Crofter, South Shawbost (65)—examined.

14983, The Chairman.—Were you freely elected & delegate?—Yes,

14984. Will you make a statement to us on behalf of the people who
elected you?—I have to say, in the first place, that we were crowded
together by people being thrown in npon us and that that spoiled our
township in comparison with what it was in the time of our fathers,
Auain, there are about twice as many paying rent to-day as there were
when 1 first began to pay rent as a young man. In connection with that
I have another statement to make. The people of the township have no
land worth calling land. It is stony ground, that cannot be worked by
horses. I introduced a horse end plough, and [ had to give them up.
They were of no service to me. Then another canse of our discomfort is
that we have no high road—no road to the shore—so that we cannot take
the sea-ware from the shore, except upon our backs. The second cause of
the poverty of the people is that we were deprived of the portion of the
ground upon which our cattle used to graze, and the rent was left as it was,
though this was taken away. Not ooly that, but we were obliged to put
a fence between us and ourselves, so that we, by our own action, were made
o separate ourselves from our own pasture, for which we paid rent.

14985, Was that a fence between the arable and the pasture —We set
up a fence between ourselves and that portion that was taken from us, which
was ours by right. Afterwards, instead of ourselves being made to keep up
that dyke in repair, one shilling a head was laid upon each of us, and a
man was engaged to keep the dyke up. The man that marches upon the
other side has the use of that dyke, but still we are not aware that he
piys a shilling. I have another thing to complain of, which neither
myself in my younger days, nor my father, nor my grandfather, had reason to
complain of. Our moorland pasture in those times was held in connection
with the township. This moorland pasture, which was ours, we have now
to pay a separate rent for, and I will tell you how this came about. Asa
young man I got land. We were paying a week's service upon roads
to the proprietor, and we were told that 6s., instead of this week’s service,
was laid upon us as an addition to the rent—that we would have to pay
road money no longer. Now, there are not very many people old enough
now living to testify to it, but my father used to tell me that there was a
shilling levied of hen money along with the rent, and packet money, and
it was unjust to lay apon us these burdens. I did not pay any of them
when I got land first. We complain very much of that, Now, there is
auother matter in connection with that. I myself was at the east coast
fishing, and when I was there, the ground-officer came and in my absence
compelled my wife to gather the cattle. I was not a shilling in arrears at
the time. Ho took away the best head of cattle I had, for which I could
get some £6. He valued it at £3, 5s, and £2 was all T got for it, TIts

- hide would be of as much service to me.

14986. How long age is this !—Off and on about twenty years ago; I
eannot give the date. Unless they are relieved in some way, and somo
opportunity or advantage is given to them, T am quite unable to see how
the people of our township can improve their condition, so that they will
not be, as they are, virtually beggars living upon the charity of the people
of the south. There are some of the people who have no stock to speak
of that is worth eslling stock—perbaps only one cow.

14987. Afr Cameron.—\What do you mean by the charity of the people
of the south 3—1I think that is easily explained. It is upon the coutribu-
tions of the people of the south that they are living up till now.
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14988. Do you refer to this year, which was an exceptional year, in LEWIS,
eonsequence of the storms of last October, or do you refer to a period of Bamva
years 7—1 have this year in view, for it was quite diffieult for me to see . ARVAS.
how the people could live through this year, except for the relief which  Maleolm
they received. M‘Phail.

14983, Then the people in former years were not so badly off as they
are this year 1—They were not actuslly asill-off, but in the matter of being
able to keep their stock up they were just about as bad,

14630, What stock do the people have to sell every year on an average }
~—Very little.

14991, What %—Perhaps they might beable tosell a head of cattle, two

* sheep or thereabouts.

14993, WWhere do they sell their cattle -—At Stornoway, and to drovers
that come.

14993. What price did they get for their cattle last year =—According
to the state of the market, the best of the head of cattle that we would
sell would average perhaps about £6 or £7, and the worst £3, 10s. or
£3, that is for a four-year old.

14994, Do you sell anything but four-year olds%—Ves, we sell them
younger.

14995. Why don’t yon sell them at three years old —We have so very
few to sell.

14996. But if you got rid of a beast a year sooner you would have
room for another ?—Sovme of them do that. Some of them sell them at
three years old, and some at two years old,

14997. When does a beast come to its full age, when it does not do to
keep it any longer I—At five or six years.

14998. Bat it is at its full growth before that 7—It is not at its full
growth till it is four or five ; the pasture is so poor.

14999. So it pays a man to keep a beast till it is four years old at any
rate —We pet a higher price for it.

15000. What was the price of cattle at Stornoway when you were a
young man ~Just up and down, as it is to-day—some years better and
Some years worse.

15001. But, as a rule, are cattle not much higher than they were thirty
or forty years ago 7—Yes, perbaps that may be the case, but I have seen
years at that time when the price was higher than it is to-day.

15002. 'Who got the land that was taken away from the crofters in your
township ?—A shepherd beside us. It is as though you just cut up the
balf of a seat into two, and added the other half of the seat to his shate,
and we shoved into a coruer,

15003. Do you mean the shepherd of some big farmer ™ Yes, he is
virlually 2 tacksman. Every one who is 2 tacksman we call a shepherd.

15004, What was this tacksman’s name ™—The present tacksman is Mr
Sinclair of Dallbeg. Lt was to his predecessor that it was first given when
we lost it.

15005. What was his pame 4—John Mackenzie, He was ground-officer
at the time,

15006. How long ago was that+—32 or 33 years ago.

15007. What amount of stock could be kept upon that portion of land
that was taken away from the crofters I—1It was the best part of the town-
ship for eattle, and we were of opinion that it could keep about the third
part of the cattle of the township.

13008. And you gay the rent was not reduced then i—No,

15009. Had Mr Mackenzie any other farm at the time to which this
land was added, or did this land constitute a totally new farm for him 3—

3p
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Yes, he had Dallbeg and Dallmore before this was added to him. The
best hill we had for our cattle was taken from us. It was on that very
hill that we used to have the greatest portion of our cattle. Then, when-
ever he got it, he began to pound our cattle, if they strayed there. He used
to keep them in that pound for two or three days, and then when we took
the sheep out their stomachs were very empty and we had to send them
away to the hill again, where we never saw anything further than their skins.

15010. Where did the people come from whom you say were crowded
on the township —From Dallbeg and Dallmore, the two farms which this
man got.

15011. At the same date?—About the same time.

15012. In regard to the quality of the ground, you say that the erofts
are situated in such stony ground that you canunot work them to advantage.
Do you know any other ground in the neighbourhood which is not of the
sams quality -—There is very little of that kind of good ground ou thi:
side of the country. We must work it with spades because of the stony
charazter of the soil.

15013. AMr Fraser-Mackinfosh.—In coming along this morning, we saw
the signs of a great deal of depopulation in Dallbeg and Dallmore. Do
you know how many families resided in those places +—There would be over
20 in Dallmore. 1o Dalibeg there were five, of whom the ground-officer,
who possessed the greater portion of the place, was one.

15014, Then am I to understand that this ground-officer took the place
of those 24 families —That was the case. I myself, along with one of my
own age, when we heard the place was to be cleared to Shawbost, offered
to the factor to give as much rent as he would get from any other person,
if he would.give us the place for ourselves, and that we would associate
the other people along with us, aud would pay the rent twice a year. We
did not ask that any one would be made responsible for the rent, except us
two. We did not get it.

15015. Who was the factor at the time, who refused?—23Mr Munre
Mackenzie,

15018. I sappose the whole of those families did not come to Shawbost.
How many of them came to Sbawbost 1—Five—two from Dallbeg and three
from Dallmore. Our township could not contain them all.

15017. What became of the other people +—They were sent to America
and to other places after they had but recently erected mew buildings.
Their fires were quenched. Had you seen it, you could scarcely bear the
gight. Their houses were broken down and their fires were quenched.

15018. Is not Dallbeg a pretty place, with good pasture?—Yes, and
Dallmore too, and a capital pleee for crofters.

15019. Is there not a nice bay, where boats could be pulled up and fishing
carried on%—No, it is not suitable for a fishing place.

15020. Did any of the people at all fish in former times %—No, they did
not require 1o fish at that time ; they were otherwise comfortable,

15021, What was the name of the ground officer who took the beast
from your wife when you were away at the fishing —Thomas Macdonald.
If T had been at home, there would have been something to say before he
got it. ’

15022, Did you not say anything about it when you came back +—What
would be the use? I would not be listened to.

15023. Can you assign any possible reason for thus lifting a man’s cattle
by the strong hand —RBecause it was held I had more than my proper
snmming.

15024, Supposing that wsre true, was that a proper way to remedy the
swinming —No, so long as the rent was properly paid, that was no business
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of the landlord’s. If anybody had a grievance in the matter it was my
neighbours and not he.

15025. You said that in your yonnger days you did not pay charges
for fowl money and other things. What was the name of the factor who
began £ put that money on you t—It was in Mr Knox’s time. The practice
in kis time was that, if T paid more than the rent he kept it, and if I paid
a sum short of the rent, he did not make much noise about it ; but if he got
the money he kept it to himself. That was the beginning of these continnal
iapositions.

15026, Was lie a head factor 7—Yes, he was.

15027. How long was he factor }—He was factor under Seaforth ; noi
ander Sir James,

15028, You stated that you had to pay a shilling for maintaining the
fence and that you were not aware the man on the other side paid a
shilling ; who wazs the man on the other side {—When this portion of
land was taken from us and added to the farm of Dallbeg, we were taken
bound to build half the fence between us, and the tacksman of Dallbeg
was to build the other half. Qur grievance is that it was then stated we
were not keeping up our own half of the fence properly, and this shil-
ling was imposed upon us te be given to a man who would do so. The
same condition was mnot imposed upon him. He still is allowed to
maintain his own half, T was not aware of the arrangement until I was
made to pay it at the rent collection.

15029, What is the name of the first crofters’ land on this side of
Dallbeg and Dallmore i—=South Shawbost, where T reside myself,

15030. Upon the right hand of the road coming in this direction,
there is a good deal of land very regularly drawn out and caltivated.
‘Who was it that took In that land +—That is land newly taken in.

15031. Was that part of the land taken in by the proprietor +—The
people did the work, and they got more or less of meal for their work.
We believe it was at the proprietor’s expense. We got also money if it
was due us, if we did not draw our wages all in meal,

15032. Do you know if there is any summing put wpon large tacks-
men +—T can say nothing abeut that.

15033. Did you ever hear of a heast being taken off a hig tacksman
for overstock in the way in which yours was taken 1—Oh, they ~en't
touch them. Then there is another matter. It is impossible for e tc
bear the amount of taxation that is imposed upon us. When I got oy
Jot at first the rent was £3, 1s, My rent just now, taxes included, is £4,
8s. 8d. From the receipt the bare renf 1s £3, 7s., and the taxes are £1,
ls. 8d., but 2s. 6d. of that is shepherd momey. There is 10s. 6d. for
school rate, and I have no child of school age. Another matter 1 want
to lay before you. Whereas my father and grandfather lived upon milk
and hutter, and flesh and meal, I live upen meal, hot water, and sugar,
My father had a croft of £5, and sueh was the produce of it that not
only did we not buy anything, but we were searcely able to consume the
produce at that time. There is another thing which I must mention
which vexes my soul. In the Naval Reserve there are 1500 or 160C
Lewiz young men, and not a tacksman’s gon is among them, so far as 1
am aware, Think of it now| Take, upon the one side, these tacksmer
with their sheep, and, on the other side, the young men I could produce
and which would be best to maintain the strength of the country

15034. The Chalrmun.—Are any of the tacksmen’s sorns in {b
militia 1 am not aware there are any from this island. They don'e
require to go. They are well enough at home. They have the Lost
portion of the island. .
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15035. Are there any of the tacksmen’s people in the volunteerst—I
am not aware there are any.

15036. You complain that there is no road to the sea. Have you
applied to the factor for a road *—Y¥es, I mysslf spoke to him about it.

15037. Is the ground such that a proper road could be wade+—Yes, a
road could be made.

15038, What did the factor say +—The factor told me that if the
people were to say it was necessary to make a road he would not oppose
it, but things remained as they were,

15039. You complain that in the time of the Seaforth people a shilling
was imposed upon the crofters, called hen money. Did you ever hear
that that was in place of hens that they had previously been obliged te
pay I heard it all, and I know it well.

15040, Then when you made your complaint, I think you ought te
have stated that ?—T know it well, but the question was not asked at me.
In my grandfather’s time they used actually to go with a pair of fowls to
the castle,

15041, And eggs 1T cannot say about epos, but there was a pair of
fowls.

15042. You complain that a shilling was imposed upon the crofters to
keep up the fence. It was their duty to keep up half of the fence. Can
you say they performed that duty regularly, or did they neglect iti—
They set apart o day every year to repair it.

15043. Buf in the meantime there may have been a great number of
holes in it +—No, not during the year ; but of course some gaps might
have got into it since we repaired it.

15044, Don’t you think it was a better plan to have one man to look
after the fence and be responsihle for the whole of it t—There are gaps
upon his own side of the fence as well as upon ours. The best plan
would be to give us our own ground which our fathers had, and for
which wa still pay rent.

15045. When the people were brought from Dallbeg and Dallmore to
your township, was the ground prepared for them by the proprictort—
They got portions of our own lots. The ground did not need to be
prepared.

15046, 'Was there no ground prepared by the proprietor +—No, nothing.
He gave them the ground of those who fell into arrears and lost their places.

15047, When were these people brought from Dallbeg and Dallmore
—thirty or thirty-two or thirty-three years ago.

15048, Was it under Sir James Matheson 1—Yes, T think so.

15049. Was it so, or was it not —It was during Sir James Matheson’s
time, when Mackenzie was ground officer,

15050, Who was factor I—It was Mackenzie also.

15051, Is the ground officer who took away your beast still alive I
cannot say.

15052, What is the stock which you yourself keep1—1I have four
cows, two stirks, about fifteen sheep, and a horse. .

15053. How much is the rent +—£3, 7s.

15054, Sir Kenneth Mackenzie—How many crofters are there at
South Shawbost #—Abount 532,

15055. Were thers any more crowded upon you besides the five from
Dallmore and Dallbeg +—1I am not aware there were any.

15056. You say there are twice as many people in the township now
as there were when you were young. Are they are all the natural
increase of the township except these fivel—Yes, it is the natural
increase of the place, except the five I have named.



Minudtes of Evidence, 965

150587, Was there much additional land improved in Sir James
Matheson's time t—XNot any at all in our place, but one park ; I cannot
say how many acres.

15058, In your father's time did the potatoes grow better than they do
now 7—VYes.

15059, Was that due to land being better then, or is it that the potato
erop has generally heen a failure of late years7—I am quite certain that
the land was better when I was a young man. The old land that was
cultivated by our fathers has got exhausted.

15060. Are Dallmore and Dallbeg in the parish of Rarvas?—No,
our township is not in this parish at all. We belong to the parish of
Lochs.

15061. What would you propose to do to remedy the great poverty in
South Shawhost of which you have spoken’— My remedy is the remedy
that every serious man would propese if he would only speak out—that
is, to give the land to the people at a reasonable rent—the land that is
now waste. It was ours by right. God gave it to the children of men,
and our right is better than the tackman’s.

15062. Is there any other land than Dallmore and Dallbog?—Yes;
there is another place called Lamishader, which i3 joined to the tack of
Linshader. There were a few crofters comfortable there once.

15063. Is that on this side of Carloway +—On the north side of Loch
Carloway, between the township and the sea,

15064. These are the only tacksmen’s lands in this part of the
country *—7Yes, in our district.

Jonn Nicorsow, Crofter, New Shawbost (69)—examined,

15065, The Chairman——Were you freely elected a delegate by the
people of New Shawhost 1 Yes.

15066. Have you a staternent to make on behalf of the people who
elected you?—I am going to speak of the place wlich the previous
witness spoke of,

15067. Did you hear what the previous witness sald +—Ves. and Tagree
with it.

15068. Then you will have the goodness to speak of New Shawbost?
—We were formerly in the old onme, There were thirty-one families of
us. Now, upon a cerfain day, from twenty to thirty families came to us
from Ulig.

15069. Was that to Old Shawbost 7—To both Old and New Shaw-
bost. Instead of the thirty-one families, there are now ninety-three.

15070. In the two places?—Yes. We count it as one township.
Now, the Tent of it when the thirty-one had it was £140, each man paying
from £5 to £7. The produce of the crofts maintained the families con-
tinuously from year to year. They had each from five to eight milk
cows. Now we can scarcely be said to have any stock at all. The place
we have to rear cattle and sheep for us will not do so any longer. In
Munro Mackenzie’s time he laid out a piece of about seven acres of the
arable ground whieh was reserved for pasture. One of our own people
went to ask for this piece of land as a croft for himself, but we opposed it,
and Mr Mackenzie agreed with us and did not give it to him.  In Mr
Munro’s time another went to seek for this piece of land, but our local
constable ohjected to this arrangement, and we again prevailed. Subse-
guently the present ground officer, Mr M‘Arthur, placed three men on if
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without consnlting us. 'We went and prepared a written statement to he
sent to tho ehamberlain, and he appeared next day after we prepared this
statement and threatened us. He told us we dared not do such a thing.
Then again, each one of us, however small his rent may be, pays 5s. or
6s. for this moorland pasture. The same sum is paid by the small-rented
crofter as by the one who pays his £5 croft. The ground does not yicli
such erops now as it used to do in my earliest recollection ; bui It is
manifest to all men that those who have the large lots are better off than
those who have the very small ones, and if they get a proper amount of
land just now, it would maintain the half of its present population. They
are being crowded in upon us from all parts of the country, and we
ourselves want to get the land, but it is subdivided for the benefit of
these. One poor man was seut upon us this year, probably not for Lis
own advantage, from Sgeir-na-loch. The process goes on.  Two were sent
in upon us last year, squatted upon our pasture ground. The house of
one of thess is built. The other is not yet built, and our leave is nob
asked in the matter. There was a man died in my place during my
absence, and he asked that the third portion of his croft should be given
to his son, who was married, and one of his barns. He had two barns,
one on each side of the house. The son opened a door into this barn
upon the outside wall, so that he could enter it withont going through his
mother’s honse at the same time, The man went off to the fishing. The
ground ofiicer entered the house in the man's absence, and the mother
was there with her six monthg’ old child. She was from home getting
the child vaecinated, and when she returned she found her fire quenched,
She had nothing for it but to weep and wail by the wayside. She
was there till others took her in. She got unwell, was bed-ridden, and
her mother went to attend upon her, She was still going to sleep in the
house, and they were keeping up a fire in it now and then. In about a
month afterwards—I do not know the exact time, for I was not at home—
the ground officer went with three constables and pulled down a portinn
of the house, and she herself and the child have not yet recovered from the
exposure. She is still uuwell, The wilow said that in the process
they broke a spinning wheel that was in the house. There is ancther
grievance among the many we have. We were in the habit of placing a
herd to look after our sheep, and we paid him at the rate of 2d. per head.
This year and lasf year at rent collection we are to pay 3d. per head,
and between the chamberlain and the ground officer we do not know
what it means, If we, the people of SBhawbost, are not oppressed, I do
not know any in Lewis that have got the same measure dealt out to theas
We do not know any relief we can get unless we get land,

15071, Sheriff Nicolson.—What rent do you pay 1—32z. or 33s,

15072. What stock are you able to keep I—A cow, a three-year-old, a
stirk, five sheep, no horse. There are thirteen families in New Shawb.st
where I live that have only one cow, and some without a cow at all

15078, Was your father a crofter in Shawbost before you+—Yes, and
my forefathers,—in Old Shawhost.
- 15074 The Chairman.—Are you in New Shawbost +—Yes.

15073, Sheriff Nicolson,—Is the house you are in the one in which
you wers born - Yes,

15076. What became of the house your father had +—It was a brothar
of mine who suceeeded to my father’s lot.

15077, Is he also in Shawbost +—Yes. .

15078, The Chairman.—You said there were ninety-three families in
New and Old Shawbost altogether. How many of these ninety-three have
been brought and put in from other places, and how many are the natural



Minutes of Evidenee. 067

inecrease of the township #—There are over forty families that did not
belong to the place, but were brought in. In addition to the ninety-three
families paying rent, theve are some other families in the town as well.

15079. But there are only forty who were outsiders t—Yes.

15080, And they occupied the lands which were improved by Sir
James Matheson +—Some have portions of that land, and others not,

15081 Have you got a portion of that land +—Yes, all my croft consists
of that Iand.

15082, Do you remenber when those improvements were made $—Yes,
quite well.

15083. Who were the people that wero employed to o it+They
were paid for it partly by Sir James Matheson and partly by Government
money, and all the people of the place would get work at it, and were
paid for it. Others came from other places to work at it. They
trenched it.

15084. Did those who got new land receive assistance to huild their
houses -—The assistance given during the time they were building the
houses depended upon the amount of family they had. For example, a
man who had three of a family got one stone of meal per week during
the time they were building the house, and if the family was larger a
lJarger amount of meal in proportion was allowed.

15085. Who collected the stomes to build the houses+—The people
themselves.

15086. Were they paid for that branch of the work +—Nothing
whatever.

15087, Who provided the wood for the roofs —The people bought it,
for they had it not. It was provided by themselves.

15088. Were the drains well made —Some of them were well done,
and some of them otherwise.

15089. Do the drains still work after the lapse of those years?—
They are of no service now. They are choked up. We were obliged to
open up afresh the upper portion of the ground of late years, in order to
allow the water to run off, because these drains were uscless,

15090, Have the drains ever been re-cpened, or do they remain as they
were before t—They have not been re-opened, but they never worked
well.  They never drained ths ground so well as by the process we use
ourselves—that is, gathering the soil together, and allowing channels to
run between the various patches.

15091, Has the soil become less productive now?—Tt is not so
productive as formerly. There is as much straw, but less grain.

16092. When the new families were brought in and placed upon the
new ground, was the rent of the previous occupants reduced +—Not a
peony. So far as I ean judge just now, the township yields about £240.
It is certainly over £220. It was £140 when it was among the thirty-one
people.

15093. I want to understand exactly about the case of the poor womar,
part of whose house was pulled down. Thers was a man who died, and
he expressed a desire that one-third of his eroft should be given to a
married son. Was the widow to remain in possession of the other two-
thirds —Yes, the widow was to have the two-thirds,

15094. Did the man who had it before ask the factor before his death
to make that arrangement —XNo, it was the custom of the place, and he
did not speak to the factor,

15095. And the factor did not give his consent +—Xo, but it was the
common practice of the place that a man would be allowed to subdivide
his croft among his sons.
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15096, Under the regulations of the estate, is it allowable to subdivi'le
wifhout the consent of the factor, or has the consent of the factor to be
asked —We do not get permission. It was that that separated my
brother and myself, because we were not allowed to subdivide the erofb
any further. It is against the regulations of the estate to subdivide
without the consent of the factor, but as matter of fact we do sub-
divide without his consent.

15097. Well, there was the house and the two barns, where did
the son who was to get onethird intend to live 7—He lived in Lis
maother’s house before ke went to the fishing, and then he went and lived
in the barn, and it was in this barn that the fire was quenched.

15088. Is it consistent with the regulations of the estate to turn a
barn into a dwelling-house, and live there without the consent of the
factor +—Some of them do it.

15099. Do you yourself think it right that everybody of his own will
should go and mske a new dwelling-kouse wherever he likes without the
consent of the factor —I don't think it is right at all that that should be
the case, but there were other people in our township that were doing
such things, and they were not found fault with.

15100, Do you know whether the factor or ground officer found
fault with the married son for taking up his residence in the barn % Did
they give him any warning+—They were not pleased at his doing so.
That was the reason they pulled it down,

15101. Did they pull down the whole barn%—XNo, only a part of it.
He added a bit to one end of tt, and I believe that was the portion they
pulled dowm.

15102, Where are the man and his wife living now$—In the same
place. He has now got a half of that Jot, There is no one now except
his mother and a danghter.

15103. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—With regard to the families who
came from Ulg, what part of Uig did they come from }—The greater
number of them came from Valtos. One came from Berneray, sone
from Pabbay, some from Reef. We are not a year without somebody
being forced upon us. There have been thirty-three families sent in
upon us altogether, and it would appear that the practice is not to cease.
We have no less than three this year.

15104. Tdo you know Loch Catrloway +—Very well.

15105. On the north side of Loch Carloway, going towards the point,
do you think there were any people turned out there I—I don’t remembher.

15106, When did you last sell anything off your farmi—I don't
remember-—mnot ever since I got it. T never shall sell any. It never
kept me for three months of the year in any one year.

15107. What are you obliged generally to buy for food for yourself
and vour fumily +—£12 or £14 worth.

15108, Have you to buy anything for the cow —Yes, I had to buy £2
worth this year for the three head of cattle T had. This year was excep-
tional. I usually buy about £1 worth for cattle.

15109. Have the people of the two Shawhosts ever brought the state of
the township by overcrowding formally before the chamberlain with a
view fo redress?—Some were complaining, but what is the use of
complaining when others are sent in? We had the idea among ourselves
that this overcrowding in upon us was through spite.  Is that not nagural
enough to suppose when there were over twenty thrown in upon this
township and not one thrown in upon a township to the right or to the
left 7 There was not a better township upon this side of the country than
ours before it was overcrowded asit is, and it would be geod yet if the
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pressure of population were relieved. T was alive at the time when there
were four small stills in the place and they wers smuggling, and in
addition to maintaining our families by the produce of our crofts we
were able to send to those small stills more or less of barley every year,
when they used to make whisky, and sell it for 2s. 64. a pint of three
bottles, When I began to go to the east coast fishing I was among the
first who went, and then we uszt to have money through our hands.
That would procure necessary supplies, all taken from the produce of our
crofts.

13110. I bope you mention this matter of the distillation merely to
show the productiveness of Shawbost at the time, and not that you
approve of their proceedings in setting up the stills It was productive
at that tinee ; there is no question of that.

15111, Sir Kemneth Muckenzie—You said you could not sell any
produce off your croft; do you pever sell any cattle =—I only meant
food. I sell cattle, T both buy and sell cattlee. What I meant was that
we never sold anything in the way of provisions at all.

Doxarp McLzop, Crofter and Estate Constable, North Shawbost
{62)—examined.

15112, Sheriff Nicolson.—Who appoints you as constable +—The
ground officer.

15113, What sre your duties as constable }—To keep the affairs of the
township in order.

15114, Your duties are not those of an ordinary policeman $¥—No.

15115. Then what otherwise do you do to keep things in order +—
‘When people quarrel or disagreo they require to be looked after, and that
is part of my work. If they differ about marches or anything of that sort,
it falls within my duty.

15116, Are you left to dispose of those matters yourself, or do you act
under authority from the ground officer t—If we are able to settle the
matter among ourselves, well and good ; if not, we must go to the ground
officer to have it settled.

15117, And if anybody iz not satisfied with the law which you
administer among them, to whom do they appeal -—To the ground officer,
if the matter affects land or anything of that kind.

15118, And if they are not satisfied with the ground officer’s judgment,
what do they do then 7—They go to the factor.

15119. Do they often appeal from you to the ground officer +—Yes,
they do.

1y5120. And from the ground officer to the factor I—I believe they do
sometime appesal to the factor also.

15121, Do they ever get your judgments reversed, or those of the
ground officer +—Sometimes. My decision is now and again reversed by
the ground officer, but, so far as I have been able to gather, the practice of
the factor, when an appeal is made to him against the ground officer, is to
remit it back to him for further consideration.

15122, I believe the people thiuk the ground officer is really the most
important man for them to have to do with. Is that so +-They consider
the factor the superior man,

15123. But I suppose, if a man had the judgment of the ground officer
against him, he would not have nich hope of getting it changed by the
factor 1-—1 doubt whether he would.

LEWIS.

BARrvas,

Jobn
Nicolson,

Donald
M ‘Leod.



LEWIS.

Barvas.

Donald
M!Leod

970 Highlands and Islands Commvission.

15124. You are a crofter as well as a constable }—Yes,

15125, Is that what you get for your services as constable —I don't
get the croft for my services,

15126, Are you not paid for your services +—Very little,

15127, Is it in money or is it only the honour of the thing you get +—
To tell the truth, I used to hear that when a local eonstable paid his rent
he got back Bsy, but I never got anything.

15128. Ts there a constable in every township the same as you are at
Shawbost +—Yes.

15128, All over the island +—Yes. .

15130. You were chosen by the peopls of Nurth Shawbost to represeat
them here to-day ¥—Yes,

15131. Did they tell you to say anything particular on behalf of them
here 1—The previous witness has brought forward the atfairs of both the
towns, North and South.

153132, Have you no different complaints in North Shawhost from
what they have in South Shawbost 7—1 do not say that the grievances of
the two towns are exactly the same, bat there is one special matter which
affects the whole town that has not been brought forward, T am not sure
the practice prevailed in the other portion of the township, but it prevailed
in ours, that a certain amount of money was accepted from a man
when he was being eettled in a croft of new, He paid £5 before he
got it

15133. Was that separate from rent +—Yes.

15134. To you know any case in which that has been done +—I know
two men who paid it. They told us in public before ali the inhabitants
that they did pay it.

15135, How long ago was that +—About five years ago—not when the
present ground officer was in office.

15136. Will you name those two men and their residence +—Kenneth
Macrae, North Shawbost, and Colin Macaulay, North Shawbost.

15137, To whom did they pay that £5 +—1I don't know to whom one
of them psid it, but the other man declared that he paid it to the factor.
1 only repeat what the man said.

15138. Where did these men eome from %—They were in the place at
the time. One was born there. Tho other man came from the parish
of Uig.

15139. Where were the new crofts they got+—It was not new land
they gof, it is only when they enter upon possession of a eroft,

15140. Was that not for a payment of arrears of rent +—1I can say
nothing as to that.

15141. How many families are there in your township of North
Shawbost *—XNinety-three in both Shawbosts,

15142. How many of these are in North Shawhost +—0f the ninety-
throe, forty-eight are in what is called North Shawbust proper, and the
rest in New Shawbost,

15143, What rent do you pay yourself t—About £3. I dont know
what the township pays.

15144. Have you any taxes besides that *—£2, 11s, is the bare rent.

15145. What stock have you?-—~Two cows, one stirk, twelve sheep,
no horse,

15146. A good many of the other people have horses, have they not?
—Yes, some of them have, There are not near the half of them that
have a horse,

15147. Do you do all your {flling with the garden spade i—Yes, we
have disused the crooked spade.
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15148, Have 2ll the Shawbest people done so 2—There is not one in
the townskip that uses the cas-chrom.

© 15149, What sort of soil have you #—It is stony, rocky ground ; some

moss, some clay.

15150. What crop do you chiefly raise 7—Potatoes, barley, and oats.

15151, Do you raise enough to keep your two cows j}—Yes.

15152, You have not to buy any fodder for them +—No, I never
bought any fodder for them.

15153. Do you raise potatoes enough to feed yourselves during the
most of the year —Some years the potatoes keep us going ; other years
we have very little  'We had nothing to speak of this year.

15154, IHave you to buy meal every year —Yes,

16155. How mapy bolls have you bought already since autumn
—9%.

15156. What do you pay for it +—18s. per boll for oatmeal.

15157. Which do you use the most, catmeal or flowr?—WWe usg
both.

15158. Do you use tea in every house in Shawbost I—Very little.

15159. Dut do they use it in every house +—Well, there may be somo
houses where no tea can be found,

15160, 1 suppose these have milk +—Some of them may have milk;
others of them have not a drop of milk.

15161. How many cottars are there in Shawbostl—There are very
few without land.

15162, How many are there that have no cow $—1 know only one who
has not seme head of cattle.

15163, I suppose there are some who have no sheep—VYes, there
are gome without sheep.

15164, Where do these people get their clothes +—They buy them,

15165. How do they make the money to buy them %—Where there are
families who have sons and daughters able to earn money.

15166, Do all the young men go to the fishing +—Yes, they go to the
fishing.

15167. Have you any good fishing at home +—Very little. We have
no proper place for landing.

15168, Would it be possible to make a good place for the boats to come
in at Shawbost I—Yes.

15169, Could it be done without great expense 1 cannot say as to
that. I don’t think it would be very expensive. There are plenty of
stones whatever. They would not require to quarry a single stone ; there
are plenty on the ground.

15170, Would a rough pier without any hewing or lime be of any use
if it were large enough %—Yes, it might be of use; but there i3 no
question that it would if it was well fastened and of hewn stone.

15171, Have any of your people in Shawbost big boats in which they
go to the Lerring fishing 3—No,

15172, What do they fish for chiefly +—They fish for cod and
ling,

15173, Who takes the fish from them ?—The curers,

15174, Do the curers provide them with boats and lines +Yes, they
huy them now from the curers, and get credit till they pay them in
fish.

15175, Whers aro these fish cured +—In Stornoway, but there are one
or two local curers,

15176, What is the cost of one of these buats and of a sct of lines F—
T am unable to tell
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15177. What price do they get just now for the cod and ling —1s. for
the ling and 6d. for the cod.

15178, They are getfing much better prices now I suppose than they
were getting twenty years ago$—Yes,

15179. What wag the price then for the ling and cod +—The ling
could be had for 6d. twenty years ago.

15180. And the cod at 3d. }—Yes.

15181 Sir Kenneth Mackenzie—How long does it take to pay up
these boats%—In the year before last they bought some old boats, and
they paid them within that year.

15182. What size of boats were these $—25 feet long, with a crew of
seven or eight men,

15183. Is it with long lines that they fish +—VYes.

15184. What bait do they use +—Ecls and herring when they get them.

15185. Where do they get the eels+—On the lines.

15186. Are they plentiful +—Yes, they are pretty plentiful.

15187. Have they a quay at Shawbost I—No.

15188, Had they ever a quay there ¥—There was once a sort of quay,
but the sea washed it away.

15189, Would they be the better of a similar quay 3—Tt was not much
worth, and it was in a bad place. H a new quay was 1n.lt, it would be
built in a different place.

15190. Is there need of a guay at all, or is there a good enongh
harbour without itt-—Yes, there is great need of it, and it would be of
great service. There is certainly no good safe place for boats.

15191, AMr Fraser Muckintosh.—With regard to the reclaimed land in
your township, did the people who got thai reclaimed land pay for the
expense and the reclamation ultimately, over and above paying their rent
—1I canmnot tell

15192, Have yon ever heard that they did%+—I hear things, but I
cannot say what they are unless I am certain,

15193. Did you hear that the total expense of the reelamation that
was made was paid by the tenants ultimately over and above what they
paid in regular rent I-I never heard that. The reclaimed land is of two
classes. The greater portion of it was done either at the expense of the
proprietor or the Government. There are others again here who have
reclaimed a bit of Iand at their own expense.

15194. You bave not got any of the new land %—XNo, except what I
may have reclaimed myself.

15195. Did some of, the people in Shawbost get Government meal
when they were building houses %¥—I heard of some that got meal and
some that did not. It was the proprietor who gave the meal, so fur as I
am aware—at all events, it came through his hands.

15196. Was that meal repaid It was very little they got. I am not
aware that they paid it back.

15197. Did you hear it was paid back +—No. I know that the Ilittle
T got myself when I was building my house I never paid back,

15198. About the £5 which you say you heard was paid by two men,
did they get any equivalent for the £5 +—One of them told me hie never
got a penny.

15199, Did he not receive buildings, or did he pay anything to the
outgoing mwan for the timber or otherwise %—OQOne of the men is my own
next door neighbour. He came in upon the place of a man who had run
into arrears. He buill a new house himself upon that place, and the
former tenant is there still, sitting in the old house on the same property,
I dor’t know whether he had made any arrangement with vhat tenant,
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15200, To whom was it that the man gave the money %—To the factor.

15201. What factor}—He told me it was to the factor. Tho thing
occurred five years ago

15202, Is the man here?—1I don’t think he is.

15203. What is his name 7—FKenneth Macrae.

15204, Was there a rumour through Shawbost that some time ago the
former ground officer was in the habit of exacting those sums on his own
account without the knowledge of his superiors 3—It was the ground
officer that actually imposed this sum of money upon that man, but he
himself says it was for the factor. [Question repeated.] T used to hear
a rumour of that kind, but I cannot say for certain that there was any
foundation for it.

Jonx Mararsow, Crofter, Upper Barvas (68)—examined,

15205. The Chairman,—Were you freely chosen a delegate ?-—Yes.
This is the memorial of the people of Upper Barvas:—¢ Changes.
¢ — Before 1833 the croffer tenants were only twelve in number, and
¢ paying Tent to the minister. About 1833 they and their land were
* separated from the minister, and their land divided into fourteen lots, at
¢ £46 rent. A double glebe was left to the minister by law, because of
¢ the inferiority of the soil, the same containing 30 acres of the crofters’
¢ former Jand, The crofters’ fourteen lots consisted of land much more
¢ inferior. A small piece of land was promised to them from off Lower
¢ Barvas for £5 additional rent; buf it was never given, though the £5
“are yearly paid by them, and also £5 by the Lower Barvas people,
¢ Now there are 24 crofter tenantsin Upper Barvas, paying £38, 7s. (a sum
¢ made up of rent proper, and what was for some time kept separate, as 5s,
‘ road money and 1s. Kain or hen money). School rates, poor rates, and
¢ rond money are also paid. These different items may be seen in their
¢ receipts.  Holdings.—Small, and inferior in soil, also recky, and cannot
*he worked by horses ; best land and pasture in hands of a select few,
¢ Some parts left uncultivated, because unprofitable.  Stock. Sheep and
¢ cattle more in number than can be rightly kept from the people’s
¢ anxiety to have, through their sale and the reservemen’s and fishermen's
¢ earnings, the sum of money needed for rent and rates. The rent never
‘reduced. The people canuot keep out of debt. The paupers are a
¢ burden on the erofters; but they delight in supplying them with the
¢ necessaries of life, besides paying poor rates. Remedy.—TLand-holdings
¢ of such size and kind, arable and pasture, and on such conditions as
¢ may, witl industry and thrift, afford proper and sufficient maintenance,
¢ —Jonx Martresoy, Doxarp M‘Doxarp.’

15206. How many people were there present at your eleckion?—A
great many.

15207. How many poeple are there in Upper Barvas paying rent
directly $—Twenty-four.

15208, How many are there not paying rent directly ——One.

15209, Sir Kenneth Mackenzie.~-Does that include the paupers of
which this paper speaks?—There is no paunper staying in Upper Barvas
excepb one girl, and perhaps also a young child.

15210. The Chairman,—1% says—* The paupers are a burden on the
' crofters.’  Does that mean those two people It 1s the paupers of the
whole parish.
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LEWIS, 15211. Do you mean the poor people, or the peopls receiving
— parcchial assistanee +—Paupers.
Banvas, 15212. Of the whole parish —The whole parish,
John 15213, There are twenty-four families paying rent, and there were
Mathesen.  formerly twelve families before 1833.  How has that increase taken place 1
Have they heen brought from other places, or are they the natural increase
of the people of the soil -—The people belonged to the place. Few if any
outsiders were placed among us.  In 1833 in addition to the twelve who
were paying rent, there were two who did not pay rent at that time, and
who were allowed erofts afterwards.

15214, Have you got a croft ?—7Yes, a whole eroft.

15215. What stock do you keep'—I have toe many for my eroft this
year. I have three cows, three young beasts, about twenty head of
sheep, and one horse.

15214, What is your rent4—£3, 6s.; not including taxes,

15217, You said you have more stock than you should have, What
is your summing %—When I eaid I was overstocked this year, I meant
that I had more stock than the croft can properly feed. I have no
summing. That has gone out of fashion, and we are none the better for
that.

15218. Are you obliged to bauy fodder for your stock in winter}—We
would require to buy a great deal this year if we could only get it, but it
was so scarce that we could bardly get it. 'We always buy more or less.

15219, How much do you buy on an averaget—In a good year we do
not buy anything to speak of, but we get a good deal of their provender
oud of the shore—sea-ware.

15220, In an unsatisfactory year, how much do you buy?—I would
probably almost have to pay about £I in order to maintain my present
stock properly in an average year.

15221, You said you gave sea-ware to youranimals. To which do yon
give the sea-ware "—To the whole of them.

15222, Do the sheep eat sea-ware %—XNo, not the sheep,—the cattle.

15223, Does the horse eat sea-ware +—VYes.

15224, Do the cows and the horse thrive on the sea-ware, and what
particular deseription of weed do they get?!—It is very good for them
when they have other provender along with it. It is tangle.

15225. Do you dry the sea-weed before giving it, or do you just give it
to the beasts off the shore —Right off the shore, and they go away down
to the sea themselves to eatit. Of course, the people bring it up for them
toa.

15226. We were told in another place that if the cattle got sea-weed
they swooned.  Ilave you observed anything of the kind here +—Yes, and
it sometimes kills them ; but that is only at a certain time of the year.
In the spring of the year we require to be particularly eareful when they
get this sca-ware lest it may kili them. T saw sixteen killed by the sea-
ware one day; but it is only for a very short period of the year that
there is that great danger, and we are very careful at that time.

15227, What do youn think is the reason of its being poizonous at one
time and useful at another#—The cows are at all times very fond of this
sea-ware, and when they get down to the shore and get an abundant
supply they take too mnch; but when the people bring it home to them
they regulate the supply to a moderate quantity. At the heginning of
spring they are weaker, being worse fed and in worse condition than at
any other time, and it is worse for them when they get a gorge of it.

15228, Is 1t good for cows in the way of making milk?—VYes, it is
very good, especially at this time of the year.
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15229. What 18 the best food along with it i—-Straw. TPotatoes, for
example, are not so good along with it as straw is.

15230. Have you plenty of sea-weed 3—Yes, generally there is plenty,
but sometimes we complain. There are some places better than others.

15231. Are you allowed to gather it freely on your own shorej—
Yes.

15232, Tg any payment taken for it +—No.

15233. Canyou gatherit on the shore of the tacksmen, if there arc any
tacksmen —-The only tacksman in our neighbourhood is the minister of
the parish, Mr Strachan, aud he and we are upon very good terms, and
we are quite free to go upon his foreshore and he upon curs to take sea-
ware.

15234, Yon say that a small piece of land was promised to you from
Lower Barvas for £5 additional rent. 'Why was that additional piece of
land never given to you?—In the days of John Munre Mackenzie there
was a march between Lower and Upper Barvas, and he stated that Upper
Barvas got more than its fair proportion of land. Our arable land was
equal, but he assigned a certain portion of pasture land to Upper
Barvas. This portion of pasture land we never got. He said that the
rent of the property would require to be increased by £5 because of this
additional bit of pasture land. That was done. The £5 was placed upon
us, but the bit of land we did not get. It remained with Lower Barvas,
which had it originally.

152335, Then, perhaps the people of Lower Barvas would not liks to
part with the ground +—No, certainly not. They got no abatement of
rent either,

15236. Would you like to take away ground from your meighbours
wha do not want to part with it3—No; they never wanted to get any of
our ground.

15237. Then what you ask for is increased heldings?—We do not
know where we can get more land. "We leave that to people wiser in
respect to such matters than we are.

15238, You can remember fifiy years ago quite well. Do you think
the pecple of Upper Barvas are poorer and worse off than they used to be
fifty years ago %—They are not so well off wow. It cannot be, with
the number of people there.

15239. Are they worse dressed than they were then 7—1 cannot very
well answer the question. 1 remember that fifty years ago we were clothed
with the wool and home-made cloth of our district. Instead of that they
have to-day senseless rags that they buy here and there in other places.

15240, Dut 1 see the people all around me are well dressed and
decently dressed 3—Yes, it 1s quite true, but they are clothed in their best
to-day. After all, what is it worth beside a jacket or a coat of home-made
cloth, or a pair of trousers of home-made cloth, which I saw in my time}

15341, Are the houses worze than they were in your time, or are they
better —The houses are considerably better. I have myself built a poor
house in many ways, but I have built two houses in my time, and it is
superior to the house my father had. If my father's house had been better
than it was, probably mine would be better than it is.

15242, What about your food &--—The food is not half so good. T
heard one of the previous delegates speak to the same fact on that matter
to-day.

15{’43. T have heard there are no public houses or places for the sale
of liquor in the country except in Stornoway. Do you approve of that?
—1I quite approve of that regulation. When there were licensed premises
nearer me, 1 was tired enough of them.
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15244, Dut you did not go there yourself—Yes, there was such a day
when I used to frequent them, but even I gave it up entirely.

15245, Are there many temperance people now?%-—I do not know. I
never took the pledze myself, and I am not very sure that I ever regarded
that mode of promoting temperance too high. If one who is satistfied in
his own mind that it is a proper thing to do so, that is my idea of
temperance.

15246, Afr Fraser Mackinfosh.—Are you able to sell anything off your
croft —Nothing.

15247, Do you not sell & beast I—Yes, we sell a stirk.

15248. What did you last sell, and when —Last October T sold two
two-year-olds, and I am rather ashamed to tell the condition in which
they were in the presence of gentlemen. I only got £5 for the pair of
them.

15249. When do you expect to sell another one—Very soon. T must
sell.  Supposing there were only two, necessity would compel me to sell
one of them,

15250. Do you sell any sheep?—I sell a few sheep now and again.

15251. What do you get for the sheep?—Where there is no good
pasture there can be no good mutton. We sell our two or three-year-old
wedders from 12s to 20s. I have seen 20s. got for them, but that is
rare.

15252, Are theso the only things that you can sell off the produce of
the croft?—I sell nothing else. In a very good year I once sold four
barrels of potatoes, but it was an exceptionally good year.

15253, How much are you obliged to spend in a year in the purchase
of meal and other necessaries for supporting your family 3—My family is
now very small ; they are scattered here and there ; but when they were
gathered together I would consider £20 & very moderate allowance for
what I bad to purchase.

15254, Is there a scarcity of milk much more so than prevailed in
former times #—Yes, and of butter. We have lost the butter entirely of
Iate in comparison with the day I have seen.

15255. Are you obliged to give your children tea now to make up to
some extent for the loss of milk %-—Yes. I was the father of a family
myself before I could distinguish between tea and coffee. The children
now can distinguish between the two articles before they are four years
of age. 'They are not at all so innocent in that respect as I was.

15256. Is your rent altered in any way since 1833 7—It was raised.
To begin with, there was that £5 of which I have already spoken, and
then there was Gs. in the time of Munro imposed upon every crofter.

15257. Ior what purpese —For road money and hen money.

15258, It appears that the hens at first used to be delivered in the
time of the Seaforths, but do you krow how long it was dropped ; how
long was there between the time they gave in the fowls and the time the
money was paid }—I cannot very well tell. I remember the time myself
when the hens were being delivered, and the practice of payment
commenced in Munro’s time.

15259. Had the giving of the hens ceased so long that when the money
was exacted ib caize upon the people as a new tax or new rent altogether?
—They looked upon it no doubt when it was first imposed upon them as
8 new imposition, but, although I myself was without any hen at the
time, I remember when the old people used to say that they would preter
to pay the shilling rather than deliver the fowl

15260. Do they still go to the sheilings +—Yes, regularly.

15261, How many go }—Probably there will be two heads of cattle on
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an average geirg to the summer pasture from each house, and a femals
always accompanies them, but sometimes two neighbours may entrust the
care of their cattle to one person.

15262, When do they send them +—About this time.

15263. How long do they keep them there I-—S3ix weeks.

15264. Do the women stay all that time in the sheilings?—Yes.

15265. Is the milk sent home, or do they make butter and cheese ?—
The milk comes home every day.

15266. Is somebody sent for it?%—The milkman comes home every
morning with the millk.

15267. How far is it7—From four to six miles distant from the
homestead,

15268. Do the women sleep in bothies +—They sleep outside in the
sheilingg,

15269. Did your ever hear of an old customn of the people of the
place to meet and go in a sort of procession singing a sort of chant when
they went to the shellings I have heard something of that practice, but
I amn not able to give any correct opinion about it. I believe it musé
bave been long ago.

15270, What is the tradition you have heard about it 2—They used to
sing, but it was not psalms; it was not the Psalms of David, whatever,
They had some metrical composition.

15271, Do you think it was so long ago as to date from the times
before they were Christians 3—1I cannot say.

15272, Is there anybody in the place who has any recollection of such
a thing +—No.

13273, The Chairman.—Do you remember a factor called Knox $—
Very well indeed. Everybody would know him. There was nobody in
the whole island like him.

15274. Do you mean he was so good or so badl—I mean his
personal appearance. He was a great, big, fat man.

15275, Did that factor exact a shilling for hen money +—I remember
perfectly well of the hens being delivered in his time, and I am inclined
to believe that the practice continued during the whole time of his
factorship.

15276, Did he exact a week’s work from the people, and failing that,
5s. instead +—Yes, the service was rendered in his time. I cannot
remember the men who paid the 5s, but the service was pretty
punctually rendered.

15277. Did you ever hear it said that pottery used to be made by the
people in Buarvasi—Yes, I both heard and saw vessels of clay being
made.

15278. What sort of vessels wers they 7—All sorts. We have them
here yet—a. good number of them. There is one person here that makes
them yet.

15279, Do they make jars and dishes for milk and butter %--No. She
could not make jars with narrow necks, but she would make crocks for
butter,

15280. Were they painted, or had they patterns upen them ?—I am
not aware, but, as to the woman I speak of, some of her work was sent to
Edinburgh, and gentlemen who came to the place used to hunt her up
and get some of the work she did.

15281, Was this an art which they learned abroad, or was it an old
traditicnal art in the place?—Yes, in the days of my grandfather and
great-grandfather these clay vessels were in most common use. I cannot
accurately say, but my own belief is that this art was of native growth,
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Rev. Javes STRacHAN, Minister of the Parish of Barvas (56)—
examined.

15282. The Chairman.—How long have you been minister of this
parish '—Within a month of twenty-five years,

15283. Were you a native of this country +—XNo.

15284. I¥d you come here at the time you were appomted to this
parish +— I came to the Lewis first of all in 1845,

15285, Between the period of your first coming thirty-eight years ago
and the period you were nominated minister here, what was your engage-
ment or occupation I—For the first two years I was private tutor in the
family of the minister of Stornoway ; for three years thereafter teacher of a
parish schdol ; and then for an interval of eight years I was not residing in
the Lewis, but I came regularly every year to ses my friends on the istand.

15286. Sir Kenneth Mackenzie—In what part of Lewis did you teach
a school *—In the parish of Lochs, on the other side.

152387, The Chairman.—Do you wish to make any statement bere on
behalf of the crofters?—I should neot object to make a statement, but
whether it shall prove to be on helhali of the crofters I leave the
Commissioners to judge. I should regret very much to say anything
either for or against them. I should lLike to make my statement with
the utmost impartiality according to my knowledge.

15288. We leave that to your discretion and judgment. Of course, we
wish to hear your unbiassed opinion 2—Well T cannot say, of course, how
far the statements made $o-day by crofters are inconsistent with the truth,
but I have no reason to doubt that on the whole they are so—that the
truth has been told. T cannot vouch for the facts stated, but T have no
reason to doubt the truthfulness of the witnesses who have come forward.
I would say fhat, in my opinion, the ecrofis held by the people are
generally too small for their support. The average reat of a croft in this
pa.rlab is £3, and T ealculate that although 500 per cent. of the rent was
realised in the shape of profit by each tenant it would not be sufficient to
maintain his family in comfort, It would leave him only £12 per
annum to live upon. Therefore, it is perfectly obvious that the lots are
too small for the number occupying them. At the same time, it is my
present opinion that the rent charged is by no means too large. The
rent charged T consider to be very moderate indeed for the advantages
enjoyed. Still that does not do away with the fact that the lots are on
too small a seale; in fact, I may state here what I have often said before
in private, that thounh the lands were enjoyed without rent af all, they
would not be sufficient. to supporé the number in occupation of them.
That is my general statement with regard to the complaint of the tenants,
How this state of matters arose it is not for me to say, because I cannot
go far enough back in the history of this island. I have not been able to
form anything even approaching to an opinion upon that point. Whether
they were better off cenfuries ago than they are now I cannot say, but I
may say that there are certain things dene by the tenants themselves
which I think have been operating for long very much to their
disadvantage, It is consistent with my knowledge that the rules of the
whole estafe of the Lewis have been always against the practice of sub-
dividing the lands, and I am not quite prepared to deny that the smallness
of the tenures now occupied by the people must be traced to their own
wilfnl and determined breach of the rules to which I have referred. Of
that I am perfectly satisfied, and had there been no subdivision such as
unfortunately has taken place to the extent that I think has already been
told here, there would not have heen such grounds of complaint. It is, I
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think, altogether unreasonable that out of 1100 households living in this
parish, there should be only about 800 that are actually rent-payers. The
other 300 or thereabouts are living virfually at the expense of the 800.
I should also state, that whatever is charged as a rent,—I will now make
a remark in favour of the people and, apparently at least, sgainst the
management on the part of the proprietor,—whatever is charged in the
shape of rent, ought to bein my opinion bona fide rent as well as nominal,
and I think it is a hardship that the five shillings in this parish and six
shillings in ene or two others, charged for road money, and supposed to be
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dene away with as road money when the Roads and Bridge of Lewis .

District Act came into force, should still be comtinued and charged
along with the ordinary rent when the people are taxed for roads, as I am
myself, at so much per pound by Act of Parliament; and my humhle
opinion is, that since this tax came to be uplifted, the rate charged for
roads, whether in the shape of money or labour, ought to have ceased.
That is my distinct impression, and I sympathise with the people in
mentioning that as one of their grievances. 1 have also to state that, in
my opinion. both the school rates and the poor rates in this parish are not
only excessive, not only exorbitant, but 1 would venture to use a very
strong adjective—monstrons, The poor rates, T think, might be reduced
very materially, if we had an inspector residing within the bounds of the
parish, if possible in the centre of it ; and I consider that the Parochial
Board have fallen into a great mistake in years past in employing as
inspector a gentleman who does not reside within the bounds, and who
not only resides at a distance from the parish, but has assumed to
himself the burden of acting ae inspector for another parish besides

this one. The consequence is that those already onr the roll are -

not properly attended to, and the new applications are not faithfully and
properly considered. They cannot possibly be. As for the school rates,
I am sorry to say that for the current year they are as high as 3s. 8d.
Last year they were still higher,—1I forget what thoy were,—but the year
before that they were actually 6s, 8d. per pound—a most preposterous tax,
—and yet I must say further in connection with this, that I have to
blame the people themselves, I'will not say merely in a great measure, buf
almost altogether, for the excessive rate they have to pay for the
maintenance of the schools. They will not help their children in regular
attendance, Were they to do so it is a matter of easy calculation to
show that an assessment of something like one shilling per pound would
be quite sufficient. The misfortune is that they have not been awakened
to the moral obligation lying upon them to furnish their children
with what every man around this table must consider to be as neces.
sary for their moral good az food and raiment are for their physical
good. Tley are not alive to that, and the conscquence is that the rates
are enormous, and when the School Board attempts to put the Education
Act in fores it is consistent with my knowledge thai they incur a great
deal of odium from the people, and are threatened with ejection on the
occasion of next ellection. These are briefly the statements I would
make, and I conclude upon the whole with the expression of my opinion
that the holdings of the tenants of this parish are too confined, and that
the smallness of them is traceable much, if not entirely, to the unfortunate
subdivision that has taken place.

15289, Sir Kenneth BMuckenzie—Ilave you made any distinet
caleulation from which you draw the conclusion that the school rate
might be reduced to one shilling per pound +—Yes, 1 have made a caleula-
tion very carefully. I take into the calculation not only the ordinary
grants given by Government for passes, but also that most splendid grant


http://Jac-.es

LEWIS.

Banvas.
Rev. James
Btrachan,

930 Highlands and Islands Commission.

commonly known in this part of Scotland as Lochiel’s Clause,—the 7a.
6. grant. It is always called Lochiel's Clause, and it scems to me to
have been the very thing to suit a parish not able to maintain its own
educational staff —the very thing to supplement the poverty of any
parish. It is so framed ag to mect the necessities of any ease, however
00T,

P 15290. Dont you draw the Lochiel grant at present?—I am not a
member of the Board now; but they ought to draw a considerable
amount from the 7s. 64 grant, and they would draw a considerably larger
amount if the schools were properly attended.

15291. What is that clause %—It is to this effect—that there is a grant
of 7s 6d. made for every scholar in average attendance, less the amount
produced by a 3d. rate.

15292, My Fraser-Mackinfosh.—It is limited to certain counties?—
Yes, the county of Ross is one to which the benefit i3 extended. There
are 800 school-going children in round numbers in the parish, and were
they to attend regularly I caleulate they would realise something like
16s. per head by the ordinary grants, and if you add the 7s. 6d. grant
to that, it is easy to see that there would be a sufficient amount of money
supplied to keep the staff going, along with one shilling in the pound,
which wouald amount to £150 additional.

15293. I suppose that the heaviness of the rates in Barvas is accounted
for by this, that therc are fower large farm rents and fewer large shooting
rents ?—Yes ; a lower rent in general.

15294, And a larger population%—A larger population. It is a
singular fact that in proportion to the population, we have in this parish
about the smallest if not the very smallest number of paupers in all the
parishes of Scotland, and yet we pay about the highest rate.

15295. Do you think a resident inspector would be able to still further
reduce the number of paupers I—1I should think so.

15296, Although it is the smallest number that you kmow in
proportion t¢ its population?-—The number might not only be redueed,
but the whole management of the thing might be more economically
conducted.

15297, With regard to the sizee of the holdings, do you see any way
to increase the size of the holdings here?—No, I am sorry to say I do
not.

15298. You bave no remedy to suggest for the present state of things?
—DNot so long as the remedy is supposed to lie in the parish itself, I
cannot suggest anything.

15299, But your remark points at some other remedy that snggests
itself to yon?—Yes, I should just apply the remedy that is applied in
every other case, with an extension of ground if possible. Let the super-
abundant population find employment elsewhere as they do in other paris,
When my own family inereases on my hands I do nat keep them at home,
I send them to Australia or New Zealand or any place where I can find a
proper opening for them. I never think of over-crowding my own
hounse with a super-abundant family.

15300. Have you observed, during the twenty-five years you have been
resident in the parish, signs of increasing poverly among the people,
keeping out this last year?—I am not prepared to say I have observed
that their habits are different from what they used to be, hut .
they are fonder now of buying things not produced at home than they
nsed to be twenty-five years ago.

15301. But have they the power fo produce these things at home 1—I
cannot sey I have observed any difference in that. I have often been
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advising them to use to a greater extent than they do their own home
produce and not 1o be sending it to market, where they get perhaps very
inferior and useless materials instead of the wholesome fish, milk, fowls,
eggs, &c., which they can still produce at home,

15302, Are they in the habit of selling eggs and fish +—Yes.

15303, Dont they keep enough for their own home consumption +—
Not so much as I think they ought to de, and not so much as they
would require,

15304. Mr Cameron.—Do you think that in former times the people
used to live more wpon the meal they produced at home than they do
now { Did they always bay meal +—They always bought more or less.
I do not remember the time when, year after year, they were able to live
cn the produce of their own holdings.

15305. Do you think they grow less meal than they used to do $—1I
am not prepared to give an answer.

15306. \Where do the people in this parish earn money to enable them
to buy articles from the south —In one district there is an extensive cod
and ling fishing carried on ; and a number of men also leave the country
1o go to the east coast herring tishing, and they realise more or less money
from both sources.

15307. Do you think they realise more money from these sources than
they did in former times +-Yes, they do.

15308, Do you think they realise more worey from the sale of sheep
and cattle than they did in former times +—Markets are very fluctuating.
At the present time I believe the prices for cattle and wool and sheep
are very much larger than they were twenty years ago. Even though the:
price of wool has fallen for the last three or four years it is still larger
than it was before.

15309. I suppose the people sold very little weol I dont think they
sold much wool then.

15310. Would you say that the people are better off now than they
were in the few years immediately following the great potato famins *—
No. 1 think not. This of course is an exceptional time. I think they
were rather better off then than they are now. I mean, taking that as an
exceptional time and this as an exceptional time, I think the destitution
is more severs now than it was in 1847 and following years in conse-
quence of the failure of the potatoes, because at that time there was no
failure of the fishing as there was last year, and there was no destruction
of crops.

1531]11. I was not speaking so much of one year as of the last few
years. I would like you to compare the last few years with the period
sueceeding the great potato famine?—I should say they were better off
within the last few years.

15312, What date would you fix as that at which the people enjoyed
most material comfort and prosperity +—Well, T should say, for the last
fifteen years markets have risen, and they have got better prices for their
cattle and wool than they used to get.

15313, Tlave you any suggestion t0 make on the subject of the fishings
in this neighbourhood, and the relations which subsist between the
fishermen and the fish-curers =—So far as I have been able to ascertain the
fish-curers pay the fishermen well and in my opinion the fishermen ought
to be content with the prices they get for the fish caught.

15314. Do you know if they are paid in money or in kind i—To &
very great extent in kind.

15315. Is the value of the meal property estimated and the value of the
fish caught propely estimated, so as to be just and fair {owards the fisher-
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men +—Wel), there is a complaint on the part of the fishermen that they
buy dear meal and dear goods at the hands of the curers,

15316. Do they complair also that they sell cheap fish 3—No, T have
not heard any complaint of that.

15317. The curers allow them sufficient for the fish but do not give
them meal cheap enough —Yes; that they lose by the tramsaction of
being paid in kind.

15318, Have they ever made any representation to the curers to alter
the system 7~I am not aware they have.

15319. Do you think the curers would be willing to come to some
arrangement by which they would pay them in money +—What I have
heard #sh-curers allege is that people were so deeply in their debt that
they could scarcely afford to deal with them on any other terms than the
truck or payment in kind system. .

15320. Do you believe that statement to be correet 1—I am bound to
believe it when men are unanimons in making the statement.

15321, Have you ever heard anything to the contrary from the fisher-
men —No, T have not heard anything to the contrary.

15322, But as a rule the fishermen complain of the system. They
would prefer getting the money, and dealing with the fish-curer as
with any other tradesman in the way of supplying them with meal 3—1I
fancy so. There would be an open market for them to go where they
chose with their money.

15323. You are a member of the Parochial Board —Yes.

15324. Have you ever made any attempt to remedy the state of things
you complain of Y—Yes, 1 was in a minority of the board contending
for a resident inspector instead of one living at Stornoway.

15325. Are the representatives of the crofters fairly distributed
amongst the different townships of the parish in the parochial board +—
They are.

15326. Do you ever have any contested elections +—No,

15327. I suppose it is generally the most respected and wellto-do
erofter who represents the crofter class+—Yes; I have never known any
contest take place with regard to them. They clect one from the south
end, another from the northwards of that, a third from the northwards of
that again, and a fourth from the north end of the parish,

15328, Hove you found these crofter representatives endeavour to
reduce the cost of working in the Parochial Board +—Well, I am sorry to
say that though I occupy the position of being chairman of that board
and have been =0 for years back, I do not find them disposed to support
my views of economy, especially in regard to the inspector, I find in faet
that the Paroehial Doard, perhaps are morc inclined to side with the
chamberlain than with me; I mean that the crofter members of the
buard are always more inclired to side with the chamberlain than with me,

15329, Do you find that they are inclined to be more extravagant
than the others 1—They are by no means inclined to be extravagant.

15330. You do not find them to be anxious to burden the rates with
raupers who may be relatives +—Very rarely. Attempts of that kind
have been made, but very rarely. The tendency is rather to keep down
the rates :

15331. The Chairman.—Who is the inspector +—Mr Hector Macleod
Ross, residing at Stornoway.

L 1]51332. He is inspector for this parish $—Ves, and also for the parish of
ochs.

15333. Is he in the habit of comring here frequently —Not frequently.
I question il he comes oftener than he is obliged o do by statute.
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15334. You mention that there were a very great number of children
who did not eome to school, but whose presence would conduce to relieve
the rates; are many of those children kept away by distance —XNo;
they have no reascn to be kept away by distance.

15335. Are they almost all within three miles of a public elementary
school 9—They are.

15336. Do you think that any of them are kept away for want of
decent clothing +—Yes. In some cases I am sorry to say they are kept
away on that account.

15337, You have horne testimony to the fact that the holdings are too
small in area. You have also probably heard it alleged here or elsewhere
that the productive capacities of the soil are much diminished by constant
overcropping +—Is thiat consistent with your experience and observation?
I cannot say it iz so far as I can judge. I have not seen any sigus of
that. 1 may make an exception to that in connection with potatoes.
The potato failure last year has been a sort of unexplained mystery, and I
have heard it attributed to the exhaustion of the soil, I do not conecur, how-
ever, in that opinion. It may be so, but I cannot understand it. The
other crops were sufficiently good.

15338, Would it be possible to extend the small holdings of the
crofters in any degree at the expense of the large farmers either in the
parish or on the border of the parish? Do you think the congestion of
people might be relicved in that way —Unquestionably, and when T said
that T saw no local remedy, I meant so long as the tacksmen have leases of
their farms.

15339, In fact so long as there are tacksmen +—So long as there are
tacksmen.

15340. Mr Fraser-Mackinfosk.—With reference to this matter about
the inspector of poor, is there any person within this parish who is
competent to fill that office —Yes, more than one.

15341. There is no difficulty on that score —None whatever in my
opiniom,

15342, May I ask then what influence is it that prevents the people of
Barvas from having an inspector of their own within their own parish —
The people of Barvas in thelr inner hearts and in their expression of
opinion to me were dead against having a stranger to be inspector, but
unfortunately ten or twolve years ago it was recommended by the Board
of Supervision to the Parochial Board hers to make the inspector of Barvas
the inspector the Lochsand Ulg. This recommendation was made by the
Board of Supervision under the belief that the management of the three
parishes would be more economical to each—that they would have to pay
one inspector instead of three, and that the whole thing would be the beiter
of being concentrated under the management of one man, But, instead of
its having proved an economical arrangement, it has been the reverse,
The inspector of Barvas, instead of deriving an income of £25 from the
parish of Barvas, had it increased till it was £50. The same increase was
made in Lochs and Uiz, The poor came to be neglected ; new applica-
tions for relief were hurriedly and slovenly looked at, and the rates
inereased from the day the inspectors took the management of another
parish besides this. I for one remonstrated with the Board of Supervision
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for having made such a recommendation, and when a vacancy took place |

two or three years ago, I repeated my remonstrance to the Board of Super-
vision and hoped they would not encourage what the people had so much
reason to complain of. Of the candidates for the office I supported one
belonging to the parish. The cnly other person nominated was Mr Ross,
and he got the appointment by a majority of votes, though it was well
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known at the time that he was also inspector of the parish of Lochs. I
dissented and protested to the Board of Supervision and the Board gave
me the answer that they had no power to interfere, and the matter has
remained in that state.

15343. How many members were present at the fime this vote was
taken ¥—There were four elected members. The number of elected
members in this parish islimited to four. Besides these, were five others,
non-elected, present at that meeting.

15344. How did the vote go +—1 had two supporters.

15345. Did all the erofter interest go with the chamberlain1—Yes,
with the exception of one; I got one vote from a crofter.

15346. Then we may take it that the chamberlain’s interest was
thrown in in favour of Mr Ross +—Entirely.

15347, Tt was not in your time that the additional glebe was given i—
No. DBut it can scarcely be called an additional glebe. The minister of
Barvas never had a properly designed glebe previous to the designation of
what is now in possession of the minister,

15348, What is the extent of the glebe /I suppose it will be about
200 acres,

15349. Do you know who possessed that ground before it beeame a
glebe +—The minister possessed it as a tacksman, with sub-tenants.

15350. Some of the Barvas crofters complain that thirty acres were
taken from them. Do you know whether that was so or not +—There were
sub-tenants under the minister on the ground new belonging to the glebe,
and when the glebe was designed they were necessarily removed.

15351. And you have no knowledge whether they received any allowance
or not for what was taken from them at the time?+—No,

15352. In regard to the attendance at the school, if there is a good
attendance it has a tendency to diminish the rate in a populous placet—
The amount of the rate, in fact, may be said to depend altogether on the
attendance.

15353. And the large population in your parish, if properly regulated,
should make the rate very low +—1t should make our rate very low.

15354. You have been a long time in the Lews and know it very well.
Don’t you think there is enough of land on the island for all the people
row inLews if they got increased loldings? There are said to be 450,000
acres and 25,000 people ¥—I am not prepared to give an answer to that
question, inesmuch as I am not a professional in the matter. I should be
prepared to doubt whether there is encugh, looking at the general quality
of the land.

15355. How muchk of your own land is arable; how much do you
cultivate +—1T cultivate nothing but potatoes, and zlso a few turnips,

15356. Is there not a good deal of it susceptible of being turned over
and cropped year by year2—Yes, there is a good deal of it so, T may
mention that I do not cultivate the glebe myself. It is occupied by a
tenant, and he rather goes in for sheep farming than cropping, and he
raises no crop but turnips for sheep.

15357, In point of fact, is there not a good deal of what was once
arable land within the parish, but now uncultivated +—Yes. There isa
good deal,—superior ground as ground goes here. -

15353, You have stated that to the best of your belief the circnmstances
of the people have not deteriorated very much of late years, except this
last year. Now if they are all very anxious to get land, do you think
several ofthem would be able to atock inereased holdings —Yes; those
of them who are better off than the rest. A number of them are much
better off than the rest. Some of them keep more stock than the strict

rhe
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summniing which the crofts allow, and a number of them would he able io
stock much larger heldings than they at present possess.

15359. You have, no doubt, in travelling about, been in the hahit of
seeing the kind of stock that the crofters and swmall people have. If they
really had more grass and better feeding, would their stock be a very fair
stock. Their cattle especially +—Their cattle turn out very well; 1 find
it 8o.

15360. And from your own knowledge dont you think they have a
very fair breed %—The breed is very fine as to quality, but small as to
size

15361, Do you think a crofter who got a larger holding and was
industrious could raise in a smaller degree stock thal might even compare
with some of the big farmers in the market }—Yes, in proportion to the
size.

15362. There is nothmg to prevent them doing so 3—1 think not.

15363. With reference to the matter about road-. was the labour or
payment of five shillings exclusively for roads or for other works as part of
the rent }—1It always went under the name of road money. I never knew
it to be for any other purpose.

15364. Of course in old times there was such a thing as statute labour,
and a man was bound to work or pay a certain sum?—Yes.

153365, Now you are under an Act of Parliament, and an assessment is
levied for roads —VYes.
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15366. And what you complain of is that this old converted statute

labour money is still kept up in the name of rent, while a rate is levied
per pound for the roads under the Act%—I have no title to mention it
under the name of complaint, because it does not affect me, but I mention
it as a matter I do nob exactly approve of, in consequence of its mnot
being fairly and squarely rent from the first.

15367. Do you find the people altogether in your parish a peaceable,
well-behaved class —Remarkably so.

15368, And under very irying circumstances particularly this last
year +—Under very trying circumstances,—peaceable, temperate, aud, in
fact, singularly free from all the more open vices.

15369. The Chairmurn.—Do you find the people humane and charitable
to each other in circumstances of distress —Very much so indeed.

15370. And no offences against property —XNo, nothing to speak of.
Of course there have been instances in which the police have had to
interfere and report to the fiscal, but they are comparatively few
considering the population.

15371, Sheriff Nieolson.—Do you find any strong objection on the
part of the people here to any proposal that they should relieve the over-
crowding by voluntary emigration +—I have known individuals object to
it, and I have known individuals highly approve of it and avail
themselves of the opportunity of emigrating, especially when they got
assisted passages. 1 am mnot prepared to say that there is a general
feeling against emigration

15372, Do you think there has been any influence used from outside
to persuade them not to think of emigrating until this great land question
is settled +—1I am quite aware they have been advised. to that effect.

15373. Recently +—Recently.

15374, Do you think that if they were left to themselves they would
have no deep-rooted objection sueh as has been expressed te us in one or
two places %I have not found the objection to be so stubborn if the
people were convinced they had good prospects on arriving at their
destination, and provided also that a number went together, especially if
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it could be contrived that families and not individuals should be selected
for assisted passages,
15375. There was emigration in 8ir James Matheson's time }—Yes.
15376, Were the results satisfactorv $—So far as I have heard, they
were generally satisfactory.

Duvecan Macreon, Crofter, Bragar (64)—examined.

15377, The Chairman.—You desire {o make a statement to the
commission +—Yes. ‘¢ North and South Bragar, Parish of Barvas.—
¢ Gentlemen, the following is a statement drawn up by the erofters of
‘ the townships of North and South Bragar to be laid before your
* Honourable Boyal Commissioners. Many complain that before they got
¢ possession of their crofts, they had to prowmise to pay old debts eontracted
‘by the former tenants. Notably among the complaints is Donald
¢ M Donald, Feevie. Several years ago, alleged overstock was forcibly
¢ taken from those said to have it, and nothing like the value given to the
¢ crofters as the price of what was forced from them. The crofters, most
¢ of whom are fishermen, would like a quay built, At present there are
¢ thirteen boats there. The houses should be much improved, so that the
¢ cattle and family would be under different roofs, and not in the sama
¢ apartment 25 they are at present. There is no road, or a passable foot-
¢ path for the children, especially in wet weather, going to school from the
¢ public road to the houses, which arc much needed. Roads to the seashore
¢ and to the peat moss are also much required. At present the peats have
¢ to be carried from one and 2 half to two miles by the people increels, We
¢ have not the same liberty of putting the eatile to the moor as in former
¢ times, owing to the game being watched for shooting tenants and sports-
‘ men, end we have often got lead in sheep after having killed them, A
¢ case has been known where a horse was found dead on the moor with
‘lead in its body. There are twenty crofters in Bragar, and owing to
¢ poverty, each has only one cow. There are twice as many people in
* the place as the township can properly support. Besides legal taxes, 7a
¢ or 8s, were added to every crofter’s rent by Mr Munro, when chamberlain.
¢ A piece of land for which the township of North Bragar paid £6 was
¢ taken from them, and divided into siz erofts, but no rent was taken off
¢ the township, We would like the proprietrix to give us work, The
¢ Cominissioners can have no idea of the kind of land in Bragar, unless
¢ they visit the place. Every croft is honey-combed with stones, and
¢ impossible to be wrought by horses.’

15378. Have you any further statement to make +—Nothing, except the
general statement that over-population would injure any place.

1537Y. There is a complaint here that before the crofiers got possession
of their crofis they were obliged to pay old debts or arrears of rent
contracted by the former tenants. Is it the custom of the people here,
that the ineoming tenant shonld pay the arrears of rent due by the out-
going tenant +—Yes. There are some held down in that way, who have
not reccived a receipt for rent from the chamberlain, until the arrears
of the former tenant were paid up,

15380. Is that really the arrcars of the former tenant or the value of
the house which the former tenant left behind him It is the arrears of
rent, not the value of houses.

15380*. They complain of the want of roads to the peat moss and to
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the seashore, Have they represented that want to the factor I—T spoke
to the ground-officer myself this year to see if he would send pick-axes and
wheel-barrows so that the people themselves might make a road three miles
long to the peat moss in return for the meal that was being distributed

15381. Did he send them +No,

15382, Has he promised to send them % —There was some material
sent to Shawbost in order to make a road from the far end of the
village to the school, and he told us that when that was done the
material which was being used on that road would be sent to cur place,
I told him it would be excessively inconvenient to send them then,
because by that time the comparatively idle time of the people was over
and they would have to go and earn their wages elsewhere.

15383, The memorial says they wish the proprietrix to give them
work. What sort of work could the proprietrix give them in the
present season with advantage %—I heard it reported that Sir James
Matheson laid apart a large sum of money for the henefit of the tenants
on the estate, I have only to state that nothing of that sort has been
done for the tenants of our township. Our great want is a road to the
peat moss and a road to the shore; and that must be done by the
proprietor.

15384, Sir Kennath Mackenzic.—How long is it since any man paid his
predecessor’s axrears, and what was his name ¥—The name of one of the
men iz in the paper. The matter happened fifteen years ago. The
individual promised to be here to-day, and he is not.

15385, Was that the last time it occurred +—Tt was about that time
that they were entering upon their lots,

15386. The Chairman.—Is this system still kept up —Yes.

15387, Sir Kenneth Mackenzie—Can you give us a later instance of it
—Yes, they pay it yearly. Another man named Colin Macleod, Bragar,
has paid it.

.15388. Do you mean that they bave paid it with their rent 2—Tt so
happens it is a certain amount paid yearly, and these two men have been
paying little sums as they could every year.

15389. In fact you mean {hat they entered at an increased rent over
the preceding tenant +—Yes ; these arrears make it an increased rent.

15390. Does there cver come a time when the rent will drop to the old
thing —Not if the years continue as bad as they are.

15391, What 1s Colin Macleod’s rent 11 cannot give the exact penny.

15392. Do you know the amount of arrears he has to pay up t—
About £20.

15393. How much of that has he paid this year +—£1.

15394. What is about his rent =—Off and on, about £2, 10s,

15395. In fact he is paying £3, 10s. of rent?—Yes; every year that
he can pay it.

15396, In what form is this entered in the receipt *—They get no
receipt even for their own rent until this sum is all paid up.

15397. Do you know this of your own knowledge 7—Yes, I know it of
my own knowledge.

15398. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—Who was the person whose arrears
to the extent of £20 this ifan was paying up !—His mother-in-law, Mrs
Mary MIvor. Macleod was a young man without land; and here was
a widew woman who had the land, and this man could not get his own
name entered in the rent roll without undertaking to pay the arrears of
rent of his mother-in-law.

15399. I suppose he succeeded to his mother-in-law’s stock too —2Xa,
he did not. AMr Mackay.—This men is labouring under a mistake. Colin
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Maclaod suecesded his mother-inlaw and got her effects and all that
belonged to her house and croft. He wished to succeed her. He did so,
end undertook to pay the arrears that were upon her croft at £1 a year.
I1e got ali the effects and the crop, whereas, if he had not got the crop
le would not have had to pay anything. What means she had went to
the credit of her arrcars, but he got all her effects.

15400, Did he get any stock +—Live stock and house.

15401. You are well advised that he got the live stock +—Tle. got
whatever stock she had.

15402, Professor Mackinnon.—Was the stock valued —No, he took
possession of 1t

15403, Does he get a receipt for his rent —Of course, when he pays
his rent.

15404, The statement made here was that he got no receipt until that
debt wis paid 1 cannot say as to that. A receipt is not given till the
rent is paid in full

15405. So that for all the rent he paid for the Iast fifteen years he has
no vouchers, and he might be called upon to pay it over againt—I
cannot say that.

15406. Sir Kenneth Mackenzie—You do not give a receipt for partial
payments +—No.

15407. The Chairman.—DBut the paymentis credited in your books—
Yes.

15408, Professor Mackinnon.—Is this looked upon as debt and not
rent §—1It is debt arrears.

15409, Why then is a receipt not given for the rent 7—The rent and
the arrears go together.

15410. So that, as a matter of fact, he has no proof that he has paid a
penny of rent these years -—Probably he has not a receipt unless he has
been clear since he entered.

15411, The Chairmar.—Are you able to state in pgeneral terms that
an incoming tenant on the estate is never asked fo pay the arrears of the
out-going tenant +—Never so far as I have had to do with the estate.

15412, My Cumeron.—Except in the case of a relation —VWhen g
relation gets the effects of the party.

15413, Professor Muckinnon.—DBut the effects of the party are not
valued +—No ; he offers to take them and pay the arrears.

15414, Whether they are a fourth or a half —or whatever is the
amount of the debt 1—Whatever it is.

15415. The Chairman.—DBuf that practice is never used except in the
case of relations +—Yes, relations who have got the estates. A stranger

- would never be asked to pay.

15416. If a stranger would offer to take the croft and take the effects
too would such a rule be allowed —He would get the effects at what
they were worth.

15417. But would he be allowed to enter in with the effects of the
previcus tenants and with the debts too T—No. I would not take the
debts from him. I would not accept that arrangement from a stranger.
I would take the value of the stock and allow him for it.

15418. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—Are the tenants who do not get
receipts from you until they are paid off entitled at all times to access
to your books to verify their payments +—Yes, if they like to ask it
They never dispute the correctness. Sometimes there are from five to
ten payments in the year, We take any amount that comes in.

15419, You consider yourself bound at all times to exhibit the
books 1—Yes, if it is asked.
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15420. The Chatrman.—What is the reason why receipts are not
given for partial payments %—1It hag just been a custom on the estate, and
there would be so many of them. Our office is open for payments every
day of the year.

Noruawn Camppernn, Crofter, Arnol (67)—examined.

15421, The Chairman.—You were freely elected a delegate 4—Ves,

15422, You have a statement to make to us %—Yes, ¢To Her Majesty’s
¢ Royal Commissioners for Highlands and Islands  Stafement made
“ by the People in the Dustrict of Arnol, Parish of Barvas.—Gentle-
* men, during the last fourteen years 13s. has been added to our rent.
¢ Formerly there were only ninetcen families in this township, now
‘there are forty-five who pay rent, and ten who have na land, The
‘ best of our cattle were taken from us some years ago, and very little
‘ value given us in return. We pay £5 for the right of fishing in
¢ Arnol River, That right was taken from us, but the £5 is still upen
the township. Three crofters say that they had to pay £4 as a
* bonus hefore the got their lots.”

15423. You say there were formerly nineteen families and now there ars
forty-five. Where did the increase come from? Ts it the natural increase
of the families, or have people becn sent in from without &Tt is the
natural increase of the people. There were only one or two families from
outside,

13424, You say that the best of their cattle were taken away and very
little value given in return, Why were the cattle taken away +—They
were taken away from us at different times in the time of the ground-
officer Macdonald. There was no special reason for it. It was not
rent time.

15425, How long is it since any cattle were taken in that manner?—
About twenty years ago.

15426, And they have not got that complaint now +—XNo,

15427. You sey they paid £5 for the right of fishing in the river, and
that that right was taken away but the £5 is still paid. What sort of
fishing was it %—The matter was this way. Nobody remcembers now
when this £5 was charged against the township for the xight of fishing
in the river. It was a matter of so long ago that the people came to
helieve that the right was theirs to fish in the river, so that the nets they
used had to be carried away not during the day but during the night,

15428. Was it tishing for salmon ?—Yes.

15429, Ts that salmon fishing now let or is it in the hands of the
proprietor —1t is let now, and to tell the truth we were deprived of the
right fifty-four years ago.

15430, T am afraid it is too old a business for us to inquire into+—It
is trae all the same,

15431. You state that three crofters say they had to pay £4 as bonus
on entering their crofts. Was this paid for value obtained in houses, or
was it paid for the arrears of the rent of the previous tenantsi=—It is for
houses. There were no arrears of rent upon the crofts that these men
entered into. One of the lots was oceupied by a bed-ridden man, 100
years of age, whose son was fifty or sixty at the time. He wasnot a penny
in arrears except the rent of the current year. It so happened that he
was not present on the rent collection day, but he turned up a month
thereafter. When this man went with his rent to Stornoway,—it was in
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Mr Morro's time—and offered his rent a month after the rent collection
day, the rent had been already paid by the new entrant. The new
entrant built a house right in front of the old man’s door so that he could
scarcely enter it with a creel of peats on his back. In the case of the
other man there were no arrears of rent, and he paid the £4 in addition to
the rent. In these cases there were no houses, and he only paid the £4
for the privilege of being entered in the rent roll of the proprietor.

15432, To whom was the £4 paid }—I cannot tell, but I hbelicve the
ground officer handled the money first.

15433. Have you ever heard a report that there was a ground officer
who was suspected of taking these things for himself +-—Certainly, I did.

Axgus CaxrpeLy, Crofter, North Bragar (57) —examined.

15434, The Chairman.—What statement have you to make to the
Commission +—That the poverty of the people was caused by over
crowding.

16435, Sir Kenneth Mackenzie—How many crofters are there on
North Bragar *—Forty-three.

15436. How many were there when you first recollect +—Twenty-eight
crofts. In my father's time there were twenty lots,

15437. How many families I—Twenty. In my recollection there were
twenty-eight erofts, but probably abont thirty-three families.

15438. How did the increase to forty arise I—The greater number of
them belonped to the place. A few were sent in apon us from Galston,

15439. How many people came from Galston —Two.

15440. How long is if since that clearance tock place t-—About twenty
years ago,

15441. Who has got the land I do not remember who got it twenty
years ago, but at present it is vacant so far as I know. The old tenant
has not yet been succeeled.

15442, Is it a big place —Abont four miles broad.

15443. How many families would it keep comfortably 1—It would
keop sixty families comfortably.

15444, Without any hill ground except itself = With its own hill
pasture just as it is.  There are four townships.

15445. What became of the people in these townships +—The greater
number of them went to America. Others of them were scattered here
and there.

15446, Does this erowding deteriorate the soil?—Yes; we are quite
convinced of that, I believe just now the two Bragars are only two
miles broad, and there are over 600 souls on them.

15447, Is the pasture very much overeaten?—The pasture is
necessarily injured by over-eating, and it is necessarily exhausted.

15448, Do you think your stock has deteriorated in quality in your
lilfletime T Yes; it is very nearly worse than if it did nob exist at
all.

15449. Do you really think that the stock is worse than it nsed to be;
is it poorer in quality +—Yes; it is of worse quality than when I was
young,

15450. Is that due to any extent to the fact that you use bad bulls -—
That accounts for it partly, and the inferior pasture accounts for it too.
The best of the pasture land we had was settled upon six crofts. Then
there was an additional 6s. added on from 1841 to 1843. Tt has not been
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puab on the last two additions to the township, which were made during
Mr DMackay's time. Everything contributes to overstocking. As the
rent is increased, over-stocking follows of necessity.

15451, And what you want is that a certain number of families in this
township should be removed to other places DMy croft is only twenty-
nine yards broad, and is aboub one mile long,

15452 But what I want to know is whether you think a certain
number of the crofters at Nerth Bragar should be sent to another

township or another place +—That is the only way in which those who .

remain can be made comfortable.
15453. Would you like to be one of those who would go for the good
of their neighbours, or would you rather stay and get ground =My
.opinion is that if we had to face such a contingency we would cast lois
and deal fairly.
15454, But you wish to have such a contingency to face —Yes, we
do. :

The following statements were given in by delegates, tims nob permit-
ting them to be read :—

¢ Lower Barvas.—Grievances.—Holdings are inadequate for mainten-
*ance. Cannot properly be worked with horses very inferior in soil
* Meal needed in addition to yield of eroft in good and bad years,
¢ Removals and Changes.—Some evicted from Galston and TUlg were
¢ settled among us to their and our diseomfort and loss. A new channel
¢ was made for the river, by which a burying-ground was opened up,
“and a piece of onr land eut off, and no compensation or abatement of
“ rent made. Aboub eighty years ago the land now oceupied by ninty-six
¢ families was occupied by only about thirty-two. About thirty
¢ acres have been taken from us for a farm for the inn occupied by the
¢ ground officer ; and we had to build a stone dyke around this piece of
¢ land, and to keep the same in repair or pay an equivalent in rent
“ accounf, unless our wives could do the work in our ahsence at the
¢ fishing. Anything the factor may wish us to do we must do or pay for
“it.  Shootings and fishing are let over all cur land to a sportsman. A
¢ gamekeeper iz gettled among us with a house and piece of land, We
¢ cannot have dogs, and a c¢hild must not cast a stone inte the river
¢ Stock.—Horses are few, because the land is unworkable by them.
¢Sheep and cattle more than can be rightly kept, because of the
¢ people's anxiety to have, through their sale and the fishermen’s and
¢ reserve men’s earnings, wherewith to pay rent and rates. Sixty head of
¢ cattle were at one time forcibly taken away from us, and not accounted
¢for. Thereare factor-constables in every distriet.  We cannot keep cattle
¢ but such as can be fed by sea-weed (besides grass, &ec.). Rent unabated,
¢ irrespective of changes in land, &e.  Blue hook regulations summed up
‘into ome, viz., that the factor is final judge (no appeal). Rates.—
¢ Crofters furnish the principal means of support to the paupers allow-
¢ ance from Parochial Board often not equal to expenses in tea and sugar ;
¢ whatever may go to officials and ineidental expenses. In short, the
¢ people must fall into debt or starve. They are grateful for public help,
¢ particularly when distributed to the most necessitous cases, Remedy.—
¢ Land holdings fit and adequate for proper and sufficient maintenance,
fand on conditions which will ensure the safety and securify of the
¢ crofters’ interests, For this they confidently look to Parliament.—
¢ ALExaNDER MacLEOD, Lower Barves ; Doxarb Murray, Lower Barvas ;
¢ Doxarp MacrLeop, Lower Barvas.’

¢ Upper Shader.—The complaints of the township of Upper Shader
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¢ per Roderick Macleod, delegate,—This township at first had only
‘ twenty families about fifty years ago. Their rent then was about
‘£100. This ineluded lots and hill pasturage. Then they complained
¢ of the rental being high. Now we have a greater reason for complaining,
¢ since the pumber is fifty-seven families, and that in the year 1849 a great
¢ lot of the hill pasture was taken from us, and was occupied by other
¢ families. who were evicted from another township (Galston), to make
“room for sheep, These ate up our hill pasturage; and though the
¢ pasture was taken from us, yet there was no decrease made on our rental.
* The sum of their rentals now amounts to about £50. The young folk
* of the families since then had no other lots to go to. Then we had to
¢ divide our lots into halves. In this way the lotz were made smaller, and
¢ reached the number we just stated. If it would happen that a young
¢ man would get a chance of getting a bit of land, he would require to
¢ pay as high as £7 before entering. In the year 1863 our rents were
¢ raised when AMr Munro was factor.  Before that time we had to pay Js.
¢ of road money, and a shilling for hen money, This was puf to our rents.
¢ At this time a change was made in getfing road money. The above sum
¢ was added to our rents, and then we had to pay sixpence per pound
¢ Between this tax and other taxes rising from year to year, we cannot
¢ rightly say what our rent is. Since so many people were added to our
¢ township, they ate up our pasture, so that we can keep but very little
¢stock. We have no other way for earning money to pay our rent, and
¢ other things that are with it. There is no fishing station here like other
¢ places in the island, unless we go to other coasts to fish a few weeks on
¢ hire. &t times this suits us, other times it doesnot, In this way weare
¢ kept in such a state, that we cannot properly put clothes on ocur
¢ ¢hildren to allow them to go to school, as we are made to do by the act,
“or go to church, and that strangers put this up to us; but we cannot
“help it. By looking into these things in the way that the Koyal
¢ Commissioners would think right, we do need reform. The next
f delegate William Matheson will explain about the evictions refcrred to
“above from Galston. Me was one of those. 'We have more grievances
¢that T am able to tell personally, that is not stated in the above,—
* Ropericg M‘LeoD.’
¢ Lower Shader—The complaints of the township of Lower Shader.
¢ Fifty years ago there was only about twenty-two families, who paid the
‘rent of £90. Now there are forty-three families, eighteen of these
¢ extra ones were people who were put out of Gulston for sheep and put
¢ into our township, and the rental was not made less. In the year 1868
¢ the five shillings we used to pay for the reads were added to the rents,
“and extra put on us for road money (sixpence per pound). In 1871
¢ another five shillings was put on us for Galston. Besides these, we have
* to do twenty-four yards of a double dyke, and also to pay from a shilling
f to eighteenpence every year. 'We think thistoo hard on us, for the farm
“{s three miles away from us, so that our cattle hardly reaches the dyke.
¢ We would like, therefore, to get free of this. We complain of small
¢ lots and would like to get more land ; for on some lots there are three
¢ famnilies, anl plenty of land under sheep in the island. I am one of those
* who were evicted fromm Galston since about thirty-four years.—Axcus
¢ Gra|EAM,
¢ Borve.—The following statement was unanimously agreed to at a
meeting of the erofters of Borve, held 29th May 1832.—One of our
¢ hardships is the smallness of our crofts. In our township there are
‘now fifty-three families, but about thirtytwo years ago it was only
¢ oceupied by nineteen. Al the crofts are subdivided except five, There
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* were other crofters put among us where we were cubting the peats, but
¢ without reduction of rent.  Another havdship is, our rents have been
¢ raiged three times during the last thity-two years, Tn 1831 the rental
¢ of our township was £105. We now pay £138. The hens’ nioney, as
it is called, is included in that rent. We are paying two shillings in
¢ the pound for hill pasture, between Murnag and Galston, whieh our
¢ forefathers held as common grazing between themselves, Our cattle
¢ are chased by shepherds, our women have been assanlted by gamekeepers,
* our men have been fined by factors and ground officers, with no better
¢ justification than the law of superior force.—Murpo GrAHAME.”

¢ Shawhost.—To Her Majesty’s Royal Commission for Highlands and
¢ Istands, The fishing community of Shawbost desire to bring hefore your
¢ gracious consideration the importance of increasing the facilities possessed
¢ by the Lewis fishermen for prosecuting their calling. They belicve that
‘the welfare of the community would be very largely improved by
¢ assistance being provided them to build harbours at suitable points
‘round the coast, and they would respectfully urge upon the Royal
¢ Commissioners, that representations should be made to Her Majesty’s
* Government or the ¥ishing Board with a view to monetary assistance
“Leing provided in erccling harbours, and thus helping to meet in a
¢ satisfactory way the present grievances of the crofters and fishermen,
* They believe that Shawhost is a very suitable place for erecting a
¢ harbaur, and aceordingly they urge its elaims for the following among
¢ many reasons :—({1) Although the people cannot help with money, all our
* able-bodied men are willing to give work to help in building a harbour
¢(2) The population of Shawbost distriet is 900 souls, congested
¢ within a radius of 1} square miles. (3) Al the able-bodied men of
‘the place are fishermen, and their work would represent a considerable
¢ sum of wonsy. (4) At one time there were fourteeen or fifteen boats
¢ fishing at Shawbost, but owing to the small fishing annually made on
¢ account of the difficulty of getting to sea, the curers now will not trust
¢ their boats or money at Shawbest.  {5) There are this year only tive ling-
¢ fishing hoats at Shawbost, all nominally belonging to the crews, but
¢ if they had a refuge for their boats, twenty crews could be raised among
* the Shawbost people alone.  {6) This year they have had already to haul
¢ their boats three times, and have wasted many weeks seeking for bait,
. *bat all the boats have only been sble to go to sea this week for the first
“time. (7) Taking 1000 lings a boat as a moderate estimate of the
¢ probable number of lings eaught per hoat at Carloway—where there is a
fgood patural harbour—this year before a single ling was landed at
¢ Shawbost, it represents a direct loss to this poor place in money alone of
¢ £250, besides the amount of fish—other than ling—which would have
* been during that time sustzining their families; and in lieu of which
¢ they have had to beg or borrow meal. (8) There is every likelihood
¢ that an extensive herring-fishing bas been begun on the west of Lewis,
“and no place is more convenicnt to the fishing ground than Shawbost.
“(9) Carloway is at present the safest harbour on the west, but the
¢ harbour is seversl miles from the ocean. At Shawbost the harbour, if
¢ erected, would be right on the ocean, and thus much time would be
¢ saved in reaching the deep sea fishing gronnd.—Jouxy M‘LEaxw, delegate,
¢ fisherman.’

{ApsounseD.]
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NESS, LEWIS, THURSDAY, JUNE 7, 1883.
(See Appendiz 4, XXXV and XLI)

Present —

Lord Narier axp Erraick, K. T., Chairman.
Sir KeXXETH 8. MaCEENZIE, Bart,

Doxaip CaMmerox, Esq. of Lochiel, MLP.

C. Fraser-Macxkixtosn, Esq., MP,

Sheriff N1corsox, LL.ID.

Professor Mackinxox, AL A,

Marcors MLeaxw, Crofter, Swainbost (64)—examined.

15455, The Chairman.——Were you freely elected a delegate $-—Yes.

15456. Have you got a witness memorial on the part of the people of
Swainbost $—2XNo.

15457. Then will you make a statement on their behalf 1—I was born
in Uig, and I was upon two occasions deprived of some of my possessions
in the parish of Uig. In the first place, we were deprived of hill pasture
which was given to the neighbouring tack, and then our stock was taken
from us,

15458, In what year were you deprived of the hill pasture I—Over
fifty years ago.

15459, What tack was it given to 1—If was added to the tack of Mr
Magcrae, Huishnish, Then we were obliged to subsist as best we could
upon the crofts and a little of hill pasture hehind to graze our stock upon.
Subseguently we were summoned out of the parish altogether, and then
we were deprived of everything we possessed—cattle, sheep, and every
thing else. The people asked the chamberlain at the time what he was
then going to do with them when they had no homes, and he pointed to
the sea, and told them their home was there. The people had to part
with their sheep, having no place o keep them in, and they sold them to
the tacksmen at 3s. 6 to 4s. 6d. cach. We were then sent to Ness,
whers we are. Our township was then occupied by a tacksman who fell
into debt, and so the place was lotted out for us.

15460. In what year did you go to Ness %—In 1839 or thereabouts, T
am now going to speak of the recent management of the estate, and I see
the chamberlain before me, and the ground officers upon the other side of
me, and though there is a good deal of truthful statements that are
welling up within me, I am ip a difficulty, and it is the goodwill and
favour of the factor that I should prefer to his wrath, [Mr Maclay, in
Gaelic, assured the witness that he was at full liberty to make his
statement.] I am exceedingly obliged to you; I cannow speak the truth
with courage,. 'We got that township a$ a rent of £80—the township of
Swainbost. We bal it at that rent for about eleven years. Sir James
then eame after purchasing the estate. A kind-hearted gentleman he was,
and after locking over the estate he saw a good deal of waste land that he
was anxious to bring under cultivation. Between himself and the Govern-
ment—1I don’t know which—he sent men who trenched and brought under
cultivation a good deal of land. Now, because of these improvements
that were made and the rent of the money that was expended upon them
through the Government and the proprietor,—it was in Mr Munro
Mackenzie's factorship that this occurzed,—the rent was inereased, The
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whole work was carried on under the inspectorship I suppose of a
Government inspector ; at all events, he was in the service, s0 far as I
understood, of the Government and Sir James Mathesan. At that time
Mr Munro Mackenzie cut off and formed into a park th: inward portion
of our township. We were deprived of this portion, TUpen the other
side of us again there were croffers settled upon land that was taken in,
go that in a way we are enclosed in a fauk. Then Mr Munro came, and
my firm conviction is that his poliey from the first day of his factorship
to the last was to extirpate the Lewis people so far as he could. If T did
not appear upon the reet collect’'o: day at White House during Mr
Munre’s factorship, supposing I went back a week afterwards and
prevented it, he would fine me for not having been there upon the
appointed day. TIle then appointed a ground officer of the name of John
Hunter, the like of whom never appeared in the Lewis in my day. He
was a very bad ground officer—the worst ground officer I ever saw.
They seemed very much pleased to work fogether, and it is within the
truth to say that from one end of Lewis to the other such was the dread
of the people for them that they groaned even in their beds for fear of
the two men. Then the people of my native country quarrelled with the
factor, and thinos came to ahead, and 1 den't believe that Sir James knew
of matters ever during that time. I believe it was a special dispensation
of Providence, but the end of it was that factor, his ground officer, and
everbody else were turned about their business. But now we have got a
factor and a ground officer appointed for us, under whom we can rest in
peace, as if it were out of the heel of necessity. When they saw the
condition in which this township of ours was, they made a slight
abatement for every crofter within it.

15461, Afr Fraser-Mackintosh.—How many families are thera in the
township you represent +—Over forty.

15462. Have they increased much since you came forty years agol—
By about eleven or twelve,

15463. Were any people put in upon them from other localities +—
Yes, there were many additions made from the various townships within
this parish—mone from cutside the parish.

15464, Were there any places cleared within the parish in your
recollection +—Yes, Galston,

15465. How many people were taken out of Galstont—John Mac-
donald, a delegate-——About seventy-eight families.

15466, Can you give us the names of any of the townskips upon
Galston that were cleared 3—1Witness. There wers two Galstons, South
and North, and there was Melbost as well. That is all T can recollect.

15467. What became of the people who were removed from these
places 2—Some of them came to Ness, and somne were crowded in upen
other townships on the west side.

15468. Did any emigrate +—Yes, several went to America,

15469. Was this done ab one time +—Yes.

15470. How long is it since these towns were finally eleared I
cannot say—probably the last were sent away aboub twenty years ago.

15471. Were you acquainted with some of the people who were there !
—Yes,

15472, What state were they in% Were they partly fairly off +—Yes,
Melbost in particular. The people were sbout as comfortable, so far as
stock and other things were concerned, ag any people on the west side.

15473, Did they use to produce meal in abundance #—VYes, in that
township. They were well off.

15474, Did their circumnstances improve by being shifted,—those of
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them who remained in this country ?—I cannot answer that question.
Those who came to this parish are not better off anyhow.

15478, What is your experiencs as to the condition of the people in
your younger days as compared with what it is now? Do you consider
they are falling off in their condition %1 speak of the time before we
were deprived of that moeorland pasture, and the people then were
comfortable for the condition of crofters—much better and more
comfortably off than the people in my neighbourhood now,

15476. There appears to be a very large population in the neigh-
bourhood on this side of Galston. Have the numbers very much in-
ereased within your memory 9—Yes, they are increasing.

15477. Considerably =—Yes,

15478. Does that avise very much from the natural increase of the
people themseives, or becanse they have come of late from any other
locality +—The natural increase of the place. Until they get land they
have no suitable means of subsistence. }

15479. Do you yourself purchase for the support of your family ?—
Yes, I do. Upon my side of the township, Hunter the ground officer
took three yards in breadth from end to end off each croft. Iefore that
time I was not in arrecar. Since that time T am in arrears, T have not
got over it, and I have had to purchase for my own family ever since.

15480. When was it that the three yards breadth was taken off all the
township +—About fifteen years ago.

15481. Who got it?—A man who came from Caithness to whom he
gave a lot.

15482, And who has it now }—His widow and son. When he tock
these three yards of breadth from us he added 10s, to the rent.

15483. Who &id that?—2>r Munro and Hunter. Mr MFarquhar
explained this matter to the succeeding ground officer, who explained it to
the present factor, and ke took 4s. vff—he considered it so outrageous,

15484, Mr Cameron.—You said 8ir James Matheson sent men to
trench and cultivate the land. Did he send men from a distance or did
he employ the people in the locality 3—There were some from a distance,
but there were the people of the place also.

15485, Were they chiefly the people of the place I—Yes, the greater
number. There were a few Skyemen.

15486. You say the rent was increased upon them after the land was
improved ; was that not interest charged upon the improvements-which
ware effected at the expense of the proprietor —It was necessary to make
an addition then. There was a shilling in the pound put on for the
expense incurred, and each five years in addition the rent was being
raised. :

15487, You state that the people have increased considerably, owing to
the subdivision of crofts. Did Mr Munro ever try to put a stop to that
practice 7—He was very anxious to prevent the subdivision of crofts, and
to scatter the people over the face of the earth.

15488, DBut he did not prevent them as matter of fact +—No, he could
not prevail upon the proprietor in spite of that. If he could he would.

15429, And if he wished to extirpate the people, his mode of procedure
was not a successful one —He would do as much mischief as ke could,
He fined me £3, 4s. quite unjustly, because I had overstock.

15490, Sheriff Nicolson.—What is the great thing which the people of
Swainbost complain of and have sent you here to tell —Their complaint
is my own. They wish to get more land, to make their livelihood out of
it.

15491, Are not most Of them fishermen +—Yes, but the fishing went
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against them, and of late it rather increased their debf and made them
poorer.

15492. What rent do they generally pay !—From £2 to £6.

15493, What is your own rent +—£3, 14s.

15494, What stock have you)}—Two cows, a guey, Stirk, and nine
sheep.

15495, How long does the corn that you raise support your family, and
how long do your potatoes last +—The potatoes in an average year would
last till the first month of spring, and my own meal never lasted
altogether till summer, ard it would not come necar that except thab
1 used to purchase some.

15496. How much land would you like to have to make you comfort-
able?—1If I had as much again as I have I think I could make things
meet,

15497, Are all the people of Swainbost in the same condition #—Yes,
they are just in the same condition.

15498, Then is there any place where they conld get ont of it +—There
are twenty-three townships in the parish in which I was born where the
people sent their own produce to the mill.

15499. Would you propose that the people of Shawbost and the people
of all the other townships in Barvas should be dispersed and have new
houses built for them }—1 think that would be a bappy day for the penple
if that was done.

155800, 1o you think there is land enough in the parish of Barvas to de
that for all the populationt—I cannot speak for the parish of Barvas.
There was not so much clearing in Barvas as in the other parishes,

15501. But supposing all the Ness crofters got good big crofts suffi-
eient to keep them, what would happen when their sons grew up and
had fainilies? Would they want land too 1 cannot speak of the future.
I can speak of the present, and if the large tacks in this parish were
apportioned among the people, I know that the people in this parish
could be put into a comfortable position,

Fixeay Macrerzig, Crofter, Tabost (53)-~examined.

15502. The Chairman.—Were you frecly elected a delegabo }—Ves.

15503. How many people were there at your election $—There were a
good many. Most of the tishers were ab sea,

15504. Wil you be so good as make a statement on behalf of the
pecple —The chief complaint of the Tabost people is the ecarcity of
iand.  Most of the land has been subdivided, and iz now cccupied by
two families where there was one before. In 1850 I believe the number
of families on the rent il was tweniy-two, and now there are at least
forty-six. That came about, in the first place, by the new division of lots
made, when Sir James Matheson came into the property. He made ten
new lots, and the old lots were subdivided among the existing families.
1 have nothing more to say.

15505. You say thereare now forty-six families, and there were formerly
twenty-two, Have any of these been brought in since the lots were
made from other places +—Qne or two came from other townships in the
neighbourhood.

15506. Then the remainder are the natural increase of the families §—
Yes.

LEWIS,

NEsa,

Malcolm
M Lean.

Finlay
Mackenzie.



LEWIS.

NEs.

Finlay
Mackenzie

993 Highlands and Tslands Commission.

15507. Have many of the people in Tabost availed themselver of the
regulations of the estate to make improved houses +—Yes, some have.

15508, Are there many houses in the township in which the fswmilies
and the cattle live in the same room without any partition between them?
—Snme are s0; others not,

15509, In other places we have generally found there is a stone
partition between the cattle and the dwelling place. Was it the old
fashion in Lewis not to have s partition —So far as T remember that
was the old fashion, Any improvement that has been made in that
respect is recent.

13510, Do you think it a bad thing that there should be no partition
bstween the cattle and the family 1T do.

15511, Would it be 2 good thing if there was a regulation to oblige
them always to have a partition between the two!—I believe it would be
good for the people to do so, and in respect of that belief I have done it
myself.

15512, What stock do you keept—Thres cows, three stirks, about
thirty sheep, and two horses.

15513, What is your rent +—£7 besides taxes,

15514. Have you a larger amount of stock than most of the people, or
is that the usual summing of a croft1—I have more stock and more land
than most of the poeple. I pay the hizhest rent in the place.

1551§ Since you have been there has any one been evieted from the
township except for non-payment of rent +—No.

15516. Has any hiil pasture been taken away since you have been
there 1—XNone except whatb was give to the new lots.

15517. Where were the people brought from who have got the new
lots i—From the families of Tabost itself,

15518, There have been no introduetions from other places +—There
were ong or two from neighbouring townships.

15519, Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—DBesides being a crofter T understand
you are a Derchant and have a small shop +—Yes.

15520, What do you deal int—General goods—tea, groceries, am
clothing, .

15521. Are you a fish-curer too +—Yes. .

15522, What are the circumstances of the people just now as compared
with what you remember them? Are they better off or poorer +—Surely
they are poorer in their circumstances.

15523, You know that from dealing with them —7Yes.

15524, Do you know that the produce of the erofts is falling off from
overcrowding and otherwise 3—I consider that on my own croft.

15525. And I suppose you give your croft full justice in the way of
manure $—Yes, so far as T can,

15526, You can tell us something about the fish trafic in this
neighbourhood. Do you think that the new quay here will be of great
value to the place 4—Well, T expect so.

15527. There are not many berring brought in here +There are no
herring at all.

15528, Whatever herring are caught go on to Stornoway +—7VYes.

15529. Dut there is no reason, if there was a landing place, why they
ehould not come here T—If there was a safe landing place for boats they
would come here.

15530. How far out does the fishing extend +—I cannot say, but they
are going out of sight from here,

15531, Are you a native of the place m—Yes.

15532, Have you got on in the world ¥—No, I am complaining,
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15533. But everybody complains 3—Yea.

15534. In regard to the fish-curing, what price are you giving to the
fishermen for cod and ling %—1 don’t buy cod—only ling. I give them a
shilling for ling.

15535. Have the fishermen with whom you deal boats of their own —
Only one of them haa

15536, Have you a share in the boat yourself +-—-No, I have not g
ghare in 2 boat. I am keeping the boats for the fishermen at so much
fur the season,

15537. What do you give to the fishermen who are employed for the
season ? Do you give them any wages except the shilling for the ling —
Nothing.

15538. Do you provide the boat and everything else +—Yes, I provide
the boat.

15539, And the nets}—They buy the lines themselves. It is only
lines they use, there are no nets.

15540. I suppose you are obliged to make advances to them —Yes, a
good deal sometimes.

15541. And if they have anything to get from yon do you pay them
in money }—Yes.

15542, How often do you settle with them?—Once a year—in
Novembher,

15543. You know yourself by that time what price you will get for
the ling+—Yes, for the past season,

15544, What is the present price for meal to the people per boll4—
About 22s, here at present.

15545. You have to pay all the carriage }—Yes.

15546. What else besides meal do you give to the fishermen +—FEvery
fishing material, and oil-skins, and the like of that.

15547, Are they complaining at all that you arve charging them too
much —Of course.

15548, T suppose, in the same way, when you buy in the south, you
think you will be paying too much to the wholesale men +—Yes.

15549. You have told us that the only way to put the people right in
your opinion is to give them more land. le there anything else you
think would benefit the people hers?—I am thinking that they would
require to get a remedy by the sca—to assist them with boats and nets to
carry on the herring fishing, as the ling fishing now is a great failure.

13550. You think that by getting assistance in the way of superior
boats and nets the herring fishing could be carried on to a great advantage
-—-They are thirking so.

15551. Would the proposed harbour works here be sufficient in the
meantime to accommodate a considerable number of herring boats +—
We are thinking it would keep 100 boats or so—may be more.

13552, It is not proposed at present to make it a deep-water harbour,
but only a tidal harbour +—Yes.

15553. What fall is thére in the tide }—They cannot come into the
harbour at ebb tide.

15534, Mr Cameron.—Why do you not buy cod as well as ling $—
They are not catching cod here,

15555, If they did catch cod could you dispose of cod as well as ling?
—They are not engaged for the eod.

15556. But if they did cateh cod is there any difficulty in salting cod 1
—No, they could be sold.

15557. You could dispose of cod as well as ling if you got them ¥—
Yes.
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LYWIS. 15358, Do you think the seasons have been worse for agricultural
—— labour within the last few years%—VYes, a great deal worse,
Ness. 15559, Do you think that has anything to do with the land not being

Finlay  so preductive as well as the exhaustion of the land %—XNo, T don't think
Mackenzie. go.
15560, But do not bad seasons generally affect agriculture ¥—3Well, I

cxznnot say anything about that. I would leave it fully to Providence.

15561, What sort of common pasture have the people here? Is the
pasture good—DNo.

15562, Is it chiefly moorland 2—Yes,

15563. Bog and peat ?—Yes.

15564. Is any of it in the meichbourhood of Tabost sunsceptible of
improvement so as to be hrought into cultivation +—1I cannot tell tint.

15565, Is any of the land in the neighbourhood of Tabost susceptible
of improvement in the same way as land was improved by Sir James
Matheson 1—1I dont see any in Tabost that could be improved.

15566. Or in the neighhourhood —No.

15567. Is none of it capable of improvement ?—1I don't think it

15568, Is it all too boggy +—Yes, too boggy.

15569. Are you married 1—Yes.

15570. Have you children ?-—Yes.

15571. Do they go to schooli—VYes .

15572, Are you satisfied with things as regards the school 3—Yes; 1
cannot say anything about the sehool, only I would like to get a Gaelic
speaking teacher. All the people wish to get that. .

15573, Are you a member of the School Board 1—No,

15574, Who are the members of the School Board here ?—Mr Mackay,
the factor ; Mr MArthur, the ground officer; Mr Helme, Galston; Mr
Macbeth, Free Church minister ; Mr M¢Farquhar, Free Church minister,
Barvas ; another Mr M‘Farquhar, and Mr John M‘Leod, merchant.

15575. Have the people ever represented to the board thut they would
like a Gaelic-speaking teacher t—No. .

15576, Is this the reason they wish a Gaelic-speaking teacher, that he
could teach Gaelic, or that he would be able to teach the children the
ordinary branches of education better?—1I think they weuld be able to
learn better if they were taught in Gaelic.

15577, The Chairman.—Is there any person of the erofter class upon

. the School Board t—No.

15578, Was there ever previously any person of that class on the
School Board +—No.

15579. Did you ever hear the people say they would like a representa-
tive of the crofter class —No,

15580. What is the time you settle with the fishermen{—In the
mouth of November. - '

15581, At last settlement in November what was the price that was
charged for meal per holl 1—Last year they were charged at 23s. for
oatmeal.

155832, Any other kind of meal I—Bere meal, 20s. to 22s,

15583, Do they buy any wheat flour =—No.

1558i. Where do you buy it wholesale3—I buy it in Glasgow and
Stornoway.

15585, What was the wholesale price you paid for the oatmeal for
which you charged 23s.7—T am paying from 19s. to 20s. sometimes, and
the freight from Stornoway to Nesa,

15586, Last year you charged 23s. for meal in Novemher ; what was
the wholcsale price you paid for that in Glasgow 9—I did not buy the

Y
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meal in Glasgow. I only buy clothing thers. I buy the meal in  LEWIS.
Stornoway. —
15587, What was the price yon paid at Stornoway 1 —About 20s IES_S‘
on an average. Finlay
15588. 1 did not ask you aboub the average. T asked you if you conld Mackenzie
remember what was the price you paid that year for the meal for which
you charged 23s.%—1 was not paying the same price all the time,
15589, Aboot how much was it —Ahout 20s,
15590, It was not more than 20s.3—No,
15591, Was 20s, the highest +—There was some of it higher than 20s,
15592, Are the people frequently in debt to you a long time, or do
vou always settle with them once a year7—I just settle with them for the
fishing once a year.
15583, Of late years have you found the people less able to pay, and
morse disposed to run into debt, or are they just about the same as they
formerly were 9~—1 dont mind that.
155394, I want to understand whether the people are in more diffieult
circumstances—whether their poverty is increasing or not—so T ask you
whether you find they pay with more difficulty, or whether they pay as
casily as they did formerly }—1It was easier to pay in former years.
158595, Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—You say you setile with the fishermen
every November I—Yes,
15596. That is to say, you square accounts; but I suppose you do not
get full payment from them —No, but if any person has to get money I
square the account up and pay the money,
15597. If there is any balance due to the men, you pay it in money ¢
—Yes.
15598. But T am afraid, from what we can learn, that does not often
happen {-—Not these years.
15599, But within the fime you have been doing business has it
frequently occurred that you paid them a balance 1-—Yes.
15600, Fregquently +—Yes.

Muonrno Mackay, Crofter and Weaver, Lionel (57)— examined.

15601. The Chairman.—~—Have you hoen freely chosen & delegate—  ppi0

Yes. . Mackay,
156032, Have you got a statement to make 7—Thirty-four or thirty-five

years ago there were twenty families in Lionel. There are now sixty-six;

hut there is a piece of it that belongs to the Port of Ness, and a part to

thie hill of Adbroe, and some to Eoradale. There were three pieces taken

away. Chamberlain Mackenzie toock away the piece given to the Port,

and factor Munro took away the piece given to Foradale and Adbrochiil.

Titere are crofters in each of these places, Lionel has now no hill pasture

except about 200 yards in breadth from the boundary of Adbroc to the

boundary of Habost, and it is almost wholly cut wp with dykes. The

Lionel people have also to complain that there has been a great inerease

of rent for the last twenty years; as the receipts I produce will indicate.

My year's rent paid in October 1858 was £2, 13s. 6d., of which 5s. was

for road money, and Is, for kain. In October 1880 the rent was £3, 6s. ;

poor rates, 6s. 4d. ; road assessment, 1s. 8d. ; school rate, 11s. ; black dyke,

6d. ; total, £4, 5s. 6d. In 1882 the total was £4, Os. 1d., the rent being

the same as in 1830, and the poor rate and school rate being reduced.
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15603. Then the rental has risen from £2, 8s. 6d. to £3, 5s. How
did that inerease oceur 7—1I eannot tell perfectly, but this I can say, that
Hunter was ground officer, and Munroe chamberlain.

15604, But is any part of this inereased reatal of 18s, the interest of
money which was laid out in improving the ground +—Not at all. The
boundaries are the same as before,

15603, What does the black dyke mean —Twelve or thirteen years
ago we were obliged to erect a dyke between our moor and Galston, I
had five continucus days to work at it myself I worked another day
afterwards in autumn—~that is six days—and I never worked so hard in
the Highlands or Lowlands, or working at the light-house here, as I did
those six days, all at my own cost.® Whea the dyke was finished and passed
by the chamberlain, the stewart of Galston, and the constable, there was
a tex of 6d. laid upon us to keep up that dyke. In saying so I do
not say anything against Sir James Matheson or against his lady. He
was a kind pentleman and she was a kind lady; mnor do I say anything
egainst the present chamberlain or ground officer, who received everything
as it is now,

15606. Did the crofters do all the work and pay all the expense of the
black dyke, ur did the tacksman pay the half 7—The crofters did the
whole work, and we did not get as much as one potato.

15607, Did not the tacksman contribute to make the dykeat all *—Not
a halfpenny.

15508. Does the tacksman contribute to keep it in repair +—1I don't
Lknow that he contributes anything to the keeping up of the dyke.

15609, Ts the dyke of any use to you}—XNot the least,

15610. Does it prevent the tacksman's sheep and cattle going on to
your ground }—He has the advantage that from the lis of the ground,
and the slope of the dyke, they can easily jump over to our side, but ours
cannot do the same to his,

15611. But cannot you put a paling or wire on the top of it +—We are
not rich enough even to put wire fences round our own corn stacks.

15612. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh —Have you ever asked the factor to
help you to make a better fence against the tacksman +—We have said
nothing about it to the present factor. We were too terrified to say a
word about it to the former factor and ground officer, because if we had
made any snch request the immediate reply would have been that our
land would be taken from us.

15613. Is the 6d. for the dyke upon each croft, or upen every head of
family +—Upon each family on the rent roil.

15614. Then if there is any tax put upon the tacksman he will only
have to pay one 6M—I know nothing about that, Tt is not the present
tenant who put this trouble upon us. It was a former tenant named Smith,

15615. You are a weaver as well as a erofter. Have you a consider-
able business in that line +—I am not constantly occupied—about seventeen
weeks in the year. When the women get something of ease from the
working of the land, they then get the wool in order.

15616, What sort of material do you weave -—Blankets, and kealt, and
coverlets,

15617. Does the wool that is sent to you belong to the people them-
selves or is it bought +—Those who have sheep of their own send their
own wool. Those who have not perhaps get wool from the fish-curers
who employ them.

15618. You stated there were three pieces of land taken from you, and
you accounted for two of them, But I don’t think you accounted for the
third. Are they all in possession of crofters 1—Yes,

* See Appendiz A, XLL
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15619. Did you get any reduction of rent —On the contrary, our rent
was reised.

15620, Do you complain at the present moment of being over rented $
—Certainly.

15621, As well as of being crowded 1-—Yes, that the back hill pasture
was taken from us, and that our land is too little. )

15622. Ave the people now rather fallen back in their eircumstances
from what you remember them in former days +—Decidediy so. _

15623, Were you at one time pretty well occupied as a weaver all the
year round }—~There is not so much ditference in one respect, because the
population hag increased eompared with what it was formerly, and there
are nobt eo many people practising the weaving art as there were when I
was young, but a person who could formerly give me fifteen yards to make
has perhapa not more than five now,

15624. Is there a greater scarcity of milk now-a-days than there was
in your former days +—Moast assuredly. Formerly when a person did a
clever thing it was said of him that the black blood had gone into his
bones, meaning he was well nourished upon wilk and meat onee a week
at lenst ; and now we have become so low in condition that those whom
I have seen with ten cows, three or four cows yielding milk, cannot now
keep up two cows, because of the scarcity of land, and they can never
have any meat. Another thing I observed, when I was working as a
servant befors I married. As the Lord gave the commandment to
Moses concerning the land, that it should have rest every seventh year,
and that the land was bringing forth its fruit, I have seen with my
own eycs when I was a young man labouring with crofters that they
used to leave an acre of their land fallow in rotation every third or fourth
year, and when they had completed this rotation they would begin again
at the portion that bad been left fallow, That ground would yield crop
without any manure, but now as the land is so scarce they cannot do so
auy more,

15625. The Chairman.—When you were labouring for crofters as a
young man, what wages did you get +—It was a small wage, but better
than a big wage to-day.

15626. How much was it +—30s., 35s., or £2 in the half year.

15627. How much does a person now get in the half year ?—Some of
them will now get £3 or £4 in the half year. Women do not get so
much.

Arrpo Morrisox, Crofter and Constable, Lionel (721)—examiﬁcd.

15628. The Chairman.—Have you been freely elected by the people!
—Yes,

15629. Do you wish to make a statement?—Well, the previous
delegate is from the same township, and I have nothing to say except
that I remember the time when there were only eleven families in it

15630, There are now sixty-six +—S8ixty-six, although two are not on
the rent roll.

15631. Have you anything further to say =—Nothing, except that the
increase which was mentioned was not done by the act of the present
managers of the estate.

15632, What caused the increase of the people in the townshipt—
Several came from various townships in this parish--none from outside
the parish. Others belonged to the place.
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15633, Was it the custom when any momber of a family married that
the new family should establish themselves on the croft?--Yes, there
was some of that.

15634, Did any of the factors aftempt to stop that?—I don't
remember they did. If they tried it they did not sueceed,

15635. Do you approve of that process—Wihat could be done with
them ?

15636, That is just the question I was going to ask you +—1I could not
know what I would do with my son or with my daughter. I would
only ask for myself as I would ask for others,

15637. But supposing you were the factor and saw this process of
subdivision of crofts going on, what would you do?—I don’t know.
But there was one thing, that when the third or fourth part of the eroft
was taken there was a tax imposed by the landlord for roads, and so on.

15638. Do you sericusly think that for the sake of Bs. a head the
landlord would see the people multiply to such an extent that he must
have known there was no work for them to do, or no land for them to
cultivate +—He would not do it for such a small consideration as that,
but still it was allowed. There can be no question of its having been
allowed.

15639. That was hardly an answer to my question. T asked what you
would Jdo if you were factor +—1 wounld, undoubtedly, be very much against
ik, but still it would be a very hard thing to carry cut. I would nof
Lknow what to do with my son and daughter. The proprietor at one time
wished to insist upon it that a married son or daughter should mot be
admitted to the house, but things were too hard for him. He was not
able to carry carry out his wishes.

15640. €Can you suggest anything to do away with the bad offect of
this redundancy of population in the distriet —Well, if they got an
abatement of rent things would be easier for them,

15641. Would that not encourage them to subdivide their crofts stifl
more +—1I don't know what they might do, but one thing is that the rent
is very bigh. You can see from these receipts the change which has
been made on the rent within the last twenty years.

15642, Very likely the rent may be high, but what I want to find out
is how you could do away with the evil resulting from the too rapid
increase of the population {—1I can give no answer to that question.

15643. Do you think the people might do more in the way of fishing?
—1I don’t know that they could do more by fishing. They risk their
lives as it i3, and since the herring fishing commenced off the shore here
they cannot very well leave out their lines ; the herring nets break thom.,

15644. Do you think anything could be done by Government which
would enable them to proseente the fishing with greater advantage to
themselves 3—Well, I cannot tell, now that the herring fishermen are
injuring our fishing in the way I have mentioned.

15645. Do the people ever speak of emigration to America or New

Zealand, or Australia?—XNot often. They don’t hear such good news

always from these places,

15646. Do you mean they do not hear good new from those whoe have
already gone abroad 3—Yes. Some of their relatives have a sad enough
story to tell; others are better off

15647. Do you think the people would be disposed to emigrate if they
gob assistance and the members of the families were not separated from
each other1—I cannot tell. For my own part, I am too old to emigrate.

15648. Don’t you kuow the opinion of your peighbours on thut
subject —Well, they do occasionally speak amung themselves that they
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must go somewhere, but they are so poor that they cannot go unless
some assistance of that kind was given.

15649. We have heard in other places that there exists a greas
indieposition to emigrate. In this quarter does the same aversion to going
abroad exist?—There is no doubt they are strongly against emigratinyg,
and is it not rather a hard thing that they should be made to emigrate
while sheep are being fed at home.

15650, I don’t say anything about making them emigrate. I wish to
know whether your neighbours would be willing to emigrate, provided
they got assistance and the members of the families were not separated
from each other1—I believe there would be very few indeed.

15651. What do the people do in winter }-—Fish every day they can.
Almost all their success at the fishing now is In the winter and carly
gpring, before the heiring fishermen eome. The cod and ling fishing 1s
carried on by leaving the lines out at night, and these lines must have
buoys upon them, and if you leave a line out it may be that befors
morning it will be in Stornoway.

15652, Are these the ordinary fishing boats we see on the coast, or
steam trawlers 7—The ordinary herring boats.

15653. Are there not a great many days in winter when it is
impossible for any man %o yo out fishing on this eoast By far the
greater number.

15654. Then what do the people do at these times 7—Gather sea-ware
and various things, They will not at all be idle.

15655. Do they ever improve the land—take in fresh land *—Thosa
that get that moorland pasture of ours will be taking new land ; others of
them will be improving it.

15656. Then do you say that many of the people in this township are
in the hahit of oceupying their leisure time in winter in taking in fresh
Jand %-—Those who have got such work to do—that is, those who lave
fresh unbroken land as part of their crofts,

15657, Is that newly improved land to be seen from the high road as
you come from Sternoway 1—Yes.

15658. Do you know how muech has been done?—Yes; there is
especially a strip visible that stretches cut to the moorland pasture from
the high road.

15659, Was that cultivated by crofters +—Yes,

15660, Lately —The first piece that was taken off our township, of
this outside pasture, I believe was drained and dene by the factor at the
time himself, but the people have been going at it since.

15661. What is your rens +—£4, 18s. 6d.

15662. How many cows do you keep —Two cows and two stirks.

15663. Any sheep +Five or six perhaps.

15664. And a horse?—A horse.

15665. How much arable land have you got I cannot tell. The
surveyor who measured it the other day told me it was 73 acres, and that
ineludes those wide ditches between every plot.

15666. Do you pay about the same amount in proportion to your
arable ground and stock as the other crofters do in the township +—Yes;
they all pay as high a rate and they all ecmplain.

15667. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—Io you know anything ahout the
families that were evieted from Galston +—1I know nothing about it.

#
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MarcoLy Mackexzie, Crofter and Fisherman, Sgigersta {71)—
examined,

15668, The Chairman.—Have you been freely elected a delegate by
the people of Sgigersta ?-—Yes.

15669. Where is Sgigersta? It is a small township surrounded by a
fence out at the back of this place here. When I was born my father
and another man occupied it between them. About sixty years ago they
placed twelve families there in order to prosecute the flshing. Then six
of these and my own father were drowned forty-eight years ago. They
got the whole township at £40 a year at that time, and now it is £80,
Wo cannot keep but two cows each. We are surrounded by a ring fence
in our township. We are seven miles from the march of Galsten tack,
and though none of our cattle ever went there, or ever shall, still we have
had to pay 5s. 6d. a family for this fence which has been spoken of
Then they placed six other tenants upon our township within our boundary
fence, This was done in Munro Mackenzie's time.

15670. How did it happen that the six men and your father were
drowned —The boat foundered in a storm off the shore here, There
were two similar accidents since that time, The one was exactly similar,
and the other was during a comparative calm.

15671. How long is it since the last sericus aceident occurred ?---
About twenty years ago in a great drift off the shore to Sutherlandshire
and Ross-shire.

15672, Were the boats smaller and worse in those days then they are
now +—Some of them are larger and more seaworthy hoats, but there are
others just about the same size as those.

15673. We have very often heard the people say that they prefer
crofting and the caltivation of the soil, to fishing ; does that depend upon
the danger of the sea in any great degree 7—My neighhours can make
nothing of the land. TUnless they take their livelihood out of the sca
they cannot live at all.

15674, And are they deterred from prosecuting the trade of fishing
generally from an apprehension of the danger’—No one was ever
deterred in my township by fear of consequences. The ecrofts in my
townships are so small that they cannot be subdivided. I have myself
two sons, and they have not the breadth of my palm of land.

15675. Was your mother alive when your father was drowned 7—Yes.

15676. Did you support her 1—A younger brother than I stayed in
the house ther. That brother was drowned since,

15677. Iave you in your township many widows of persons who were
drowned at sea?—There are six alive to-day whose husbands were
drowned, Of course, there were many more who are dead.

15678, Mr Fraser-Mackinfosh.—How many families are there in your
town 1—Sixteen.

15679, Sheriff Nicolson—How are the widows supported ?—They
have a little land, as we ourselves have. Two of them have only half
erofts. They just live as Providence bestows upon them.,

15680. Do you know of the new port that is being built #—Ves.

15681. Do youthink it will be of great henefit to the whole neighbour-
hood here?—1If it succeeds, certainly.

15682, Have you any doubt abont it?—I cannot judge very well;
only I know that the sea would be very violent there at times, but still
skill will prevail.

15683. Youhave been to see the works —No, [ have not scen the works.
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15684. Do the herring boats do any damage to the long Lines of your
people +—Yes, they injure them very much. My own son’s lines were
three times taken away this year.

15685. Were they lost?—He got the lines; a neighbour got them
for him.

15686, But are they sometimes carried far away?—Sontetimes they
are lost.

13637, Dont you think it would be a good thing for your own men to
turn herring fishers and give up the long line fishing—They have no
place to keep the boats. '

15688, Will not the new port be a place to keep them in —Yes.

15689, Is it convenient for Sgigersta as well as other places %-—If al] the
expense that has been incurred on this port had been incurred in our
place of Sgigersta, it would be a better advantage than ever could be made
here,

15690. Will it be possible for them to prosecute the herring fishing in
summer, and the long line fishing in wirter and spring, after they get the
new quay —Yes, they could, but when once these fishurmen appear off
the shore they may drop the ling-fishing,
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15691. Dves it do any injury to the fish that are on the hooks when

the lines are disturbed %I believe they injure the supply of fish as well.
At all events, the fishing has fallen off since my reeollection.

15692. Ts there any reason but the want of money why there shonld
pot be as fine a fleet going out from the port of Ness as from any other
place?—Even with the gquay it would not hold much of a fleet.

15693, But I suppose the men are as fit to be fishers and to compete

with anybody else as those on the East coast are —Yes, and as brave.
There are no better seamen afloat.

Doxarp M:Iver, Crofter and DBlacksmith, Cross of Ness (50)—
examined.

15694, The Chairman.—Were you ireely elected a delezate —Yes,

15695. Have you a statement to maket—Yes, I that think that the
island of Lewiz would have been very much the better, and very
fortunate indeed, if the present factor had been appeinted when Mr
Murre Mackenzie was appointed, I myself paid rents to threc factors,
and I have seen him do what neither of his two predecessors did,—that
is, to wipe off arrears which poor people could not pay. QOur people
complain that they arc still suffering from the oppression and high-
handedness of the two former factors, Mr Mackenzie and 3Ir Munro.
An old man of eighty in our township fells me that he saw the township
occupied by seven families, and that the rent of it at that time was £43,
16s. 6.  To-day it is £76, 35, in addition to taxes.

15696, Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—How many families?There are
thirty-five paying rent, and one not. They complain that for the last
thirteen or fourteen years £100 a year of rent is imposed upon the district
from Shader downwards, which ought properly to be paid by the farm of
Galston. T cannot personally testify tothis, but the people complain that
that is the case.

15697. Will you explain it +-There is a succeeding delegate who ean
explain these matters better than I ean. They complain of the want of
land, and that the rent of what they have is high.

PDonald
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15698. There were seven familics in the recollection of a very old
man. When you first remember, how many families were there resident ?
—1T believe it has been much about the same ever sinee [ remember as it
is to-day.

15699. You rememher about thirty years hack3—1I only came to this
place fifteen years ago.

15700. Where did you come from +—South Dell, in this parish.

15701. When you came here did you get a eroft —Yes.

157032, Was it a vacant eroft or was there a croft made for you?—I
exchanged with another man,

15703. Have you got fail employment as a blacksmith?—XNo,

15704. Do you find your employment as a blacksmith increasing,
or has it fallen off7—Work ddoes not decrease, but blacksmiths increase,
and so the amount of work which each gets is less, but there is
more work going.

15705, Where is the nearest blacksmith —At Swainbost.

15706, How far oft is that $—About half a mile.

15707. Do you think the people have fower horses now than they had
when you came here 7—About the same.

15708, Have they more carts now?—The carts are not fewer;
probably they are more numerons,

15709. What stock do you keep in your croftt—A horse, two cows,
two young animals, twenty sheep.

156710. What is your rent 7—4£3, 1s. in addition to taxes

15711. Has your rent been increased since you camel?—Yes, very
much.

15712. In what respect?—The verv year T came Mr Hunter, then
ground officer, reartanged the rents, He increased the rent at that time,
There was 5s. that used to be paid in labour, and this man imposed it
upon us in the name of moorland pasture, as rent. Then he charged 1s.
a head extra to defray the cost of the estate books in which he entered
down our names in the rent roll; that is, he told us so. Then there was
hen money, !s, and my share of the rent of Galston about ls. in the
pound, I believe. But our township pays less in proportion than any
other township in Ness of this Galston rent. I used to hear that other
townships were charged 2s. a pound for this Galston business,

15713. How much was added altogether?—I reckoned it ahout 9s.

15714, But 5s. was instead of labour =—Why was it put down in the
name of moorland pesture, because we were paying for the moorland
pasture before,

15715. Probably part was the one and part was the other?—He did it
through high-handedness.

15716, You say you have one horse, two cows, two stirks, and twenty
sheep per £3, 1s. Do you think the rent is too high%—I do not
complain so much of the high rent as of the small holding. If T had &
third more land I would be mueh better off—or perhaps half as much
again.

15717, Do you depend most on your trade as a blacksmith or most upon
the land +—To tell the truth, I believe that the one source of industry
injukes the other. If I had half as much again of land I might perhaps
keep a pair of horses and a servant lad, and then I could give my whole
time to my own trade, but as it is, T am injured by acting as a tradesman
to-day and acting as a farm-servant to-morrow.

15718, Are your own charges the same now as they were fifteen years
ago +—No, they are not exactly the same. The old custom of the country
was that each crofter paid a peck of corn, as blacksmith’s dues, for kecping
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biz agricultural implements in good order, but now the people have got
very poot, and they cannot pay us in grain or money, so that we trades-
men suffer in that way.

15719, Do you make the same charge for shoeing a horse that you did
fifteen years ago —The price varies, depending upon the price of coal
and iron. A few years ago these were very dear, and we charged 4s. for a
complete set, or ls. per shoe. 'We do it just mow for 3s. per set, or 9d.
per shoe,

15720. Do you find iron much cheaper now than it nsed to be 1—Tt is
much cheaper than it was some years ago.

15721, But comparing your charge with what it was fifteen years ago
—It would be about 3s. fiftcen years age. The 4s. was a few years ago
when we paid very high for iron and coal.

15722, 1o you work for ready money, or do you give the people
credit —We give credit, and we are none the better of it sometimes.

15723. Do you find the people are less able to pay their debts now
than they were formerly +—They are less able. They would pay if they
could.

15724. Do you think that that is a proof that people are poorer than
they were I—Yes. The great poverty of the place is the cause of it.

15725, What is the name of the delegate who knows about this £100
upon Galston i—Jcohn Macdonald.

15726. The Chairman.—Did you say that 1s. had been imposed for
the expense of the estate books that were used ?—That is what the
ground officer himself told me.

156727. How long ago is that —About fifteen years. Hunter did an
additional act of high-handedness in our township which T had forgot.
He tock land from an old man who had a croft there, and he gave him a
new croft, and of that croft there was only brought under cultivation at
the expense of the proprietor 2 small bit, and the crofter himself stated
that he got it at the rent of waste land. Afterwards this ground officer,
Juhn Hunter, doubled the rent and deprived him of his horse.

15728, Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—What was the crofter’s name 7—Allan
Graham. He tock from him his horse in payment of arrears. The man
had a weak family, and was scarcely able to keep matters agoing.

15729, The Chairman.—DBut with reference to this question of the
ghilling, you say that Hunter told you it was for the expense of the
books. Now Hunter has authorised a gentleman named Mr Walter
Tose at Stornoway to contradict this, The same assertion was made by
another witness previously; Mr Rose has been authorised to say that
such a charge never was made at all 7—1I believe T can get plenty of
witnesses to whom he said it as well as to me.

15730, Was the shilling charged only for one year, or was it made a
permanent charge +—We pay it yet. It was added on as additional rent.

15731, There is probably some misunderstanding or mistake about the
reason why the shilling was put on, and I will inguire inte it #—I had
the ground officer’s own statement for it.

15732, Mr Fraser-Mackintosh,—Could Hunter speak Gaelic +—Yes.

15733. And you have no doubt in your own mind that he so stated
it =—No doubt whatever. T believe he said it to many another man as
well as me.

15734 With regard to the other matter of Macdonald, who was ill
treated, where was the croft —1In our own township.

15735, What became of him —He is in the new croft be got.

15736. Is he here —No, I don't think he is here to-day, I asked him
to come, but he did not come,
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13737, The Chatrman.—Mr Mackay, the factor, informs me that there
is no such shilling entered in the books, and he does not know what the
ground officer may have said in former times —We don't know what he
may have doue with it. I only repeat his own statement.

Jorx Macooxarp, Crofter, South Dell, (57)—oxamined,

15738, The Chairman.~Where is South Dellt—About three miles
west of this.

15739, Were you freely elected Ly the people I Yes.

15740. Have you got a statement to make —Regarding their poverty.
I Liave more than time will aliow me to tell.  You have heard already of
the small holdings and the Ligh rents, and T need not enter into details
on that maiter. They are very poor. Some are in want of food, That
is their sorest cry. The land is so heavily burdened that it cannot yield
crop, and just as that is the case the land that is pastured on by sheep is,
as it were, crying out to be cultivated. We complain of the heavy
assessments.  The schools are a very great burden upon us. We were
not nsed to that burden, and our poverty scarcely can bear it well.
We prefer the schools we had before.  Our objection to the present mode
of education is that the rule which the Almighty has given us for our
salvation is treated as a boy plays at ‘skippack,’—just a slap, and be
done with it.

15741. Do you mean there i3 not sufficient time given for religious
education ?-—Yes, that it is merely a name. I have nothing to say
against the late proprietor or against Lady Matheson, although they had
bad managers under them, and just as the propriefors were badly served
in our district so the Government is badly served in ocur district also. 1
must tell of a plece of impertinence where we were made a laughing
stock of by the whipperin of the children,—that is, the officer of the
School Board,~—just that he opened a letter that we were sending to Mr
Muckay, the chamberlain. Mr Mackay himself knows about it.  When
there is such an amount of distress as that, these are not suitable people,
a8 they would say in England, to administer a new colony. Our
poverty would plead for patience and compassion in dealing with us. To
put it in one word, the state of the place ought to be a matter of s:rious
concern and humiliation to the people that are assembled here to-day. Tt
is as though we were suffering from the wrath of the Almighty upon
man’s sin.

15742, You complain that the religious edueation is not sufficient.
Do you think the children learn less of their religion unow than they did
formerly +—1I am quite certain that they do. They de not understand
what they are learning.

15743. Do they learn the Shorter Catechism T—A small portion at the
beginning—the easy bit.

15744 Do they learn it in English or learn it in Gaelic +-0h! what
but English, that they don’t understand.

15745, Do they learn to read the Bible in Gaclic —XNo, not at all.

15746. Have you ever represented this complaint to the School
Board ¢—No, we did not,

15747, Are you dissatisfied with the present School Doard 1—Woe
complain of it.

15748. You know you can change the board at the next eloction i—I
believe we have that power. B




Minutes of Evidence. 1011

15749, You said the Government was ill-served becanse the officer of
the School Board had behaved in an overbearing manner. Now the
officer is not & servant of Government, but i3 a servant of the Scheool
Board, and if you change the School Board the School Board can change
the officer I—I understand that quite well, but I wish to state in reply,
that the officer when he did the act was quite convinced that he was
backed by sufficient authority.

15750. To whom was the letter given +—To the compulsory officer {o
Lring it to the post office.

15751, Was the letter closed and sealed $—Yes,

15752. Was it opensd before it was put into the post office +—TIt
never was put into the post office.

15753, How do you know it was opencd by the compulsory officer ¥
Well, we went to search for that letter, and we could not get it in his
honse until his son would come home from school. We found it then,
and we knew that it had been opened. There was an address upon it
then in a different handwriting from the original one.

15754, Did you complain to Mr Mackay $—He was spoken Yo about
it at the School Board.

15755, What did Mr Mackay dot—He said the man ought to be
taken up.

15756, Waa he taken up +—The fiscal would have nothing to do with
it, because he was not d servant of the post office.

15757. Has the School Board discharged the man +—Nao.

15758. Do you think he ought to be discharged —Well, I do not
want a man to be destroyed,—killed indeed,—but I wish that evil deeds
should cease.

15759, They cease when they are made publict—1 wish that would
come about.

15760. You complain about the school rate being so heavy. Now the
minister told ns yesterday that if all the children in the parish went to
school the Government grant would be so large that there would scarcely
be any 1ate al all. Have you ever been told that $—Ves, T heard thay,
but every person in this district is not a minister, and as such, able to
shoe his children so that they can go to school.

15761. But the children all over Scotland, at lcast in many parts, go
to school without shoes +—That is the case. There is no man here who
is more anxious that children should be edueated than I am, but T see
clearly that caunot be done,

15762, Do you candidly think that the parents could not do a little
more to send more of their ehildren, and more regularly, to school +—I
believe that the parcnts do not in that sense do as much as they could.
I am further of opinion that if the man who introduced the Bill into
Parlizment had been a Ness fisherman, or a fisherman on the West side
of Lewis, he would not have introduced such a measure at all.

15763. But iv is very difficult to make laws which are equally
applicable to all places +—That is quite the case.

15764, Mr Fraser-Mackinfosh.— % hat i3 the name of the officer who
opened your letter +—Donald Murray, Tarbost,

15763, Though you and your fellow-crofters know that you can
change the School Board at mext election, are you afraid of doing so,
and thereby offending the higher powers 2—Yes, poverly causes us to be
afraid.

15766. How mauy people are now living in your township —Forty-
five.

15767. Were you born thers —XNo.
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15768. How long have you been there +—Fourteen years.

15769. How many were there fourteen years ago —Forty-one.

15770. Do you know how many were there fifty years ago +—Thirty.

15771, Do you complain of being overcrowded as well as of high
rent —Yes, we are. .

15772. Do yeu know abont the people who were removed from
Galston 9—-I ought to. I was born there, and my ancestors lived there.

15773. What was the name of the town you lived in +—North
Galston.

15774 How many families were removed from that town1—There
were over sixty of them. Fifty-four paid rent.

15775. Were there any more townships cleared besides North
Galston t—Other three.

15776. Name them #—Dalmeanach, Melbost, and South Galston. In
Balmeanach there were ten families, in Melbost twenty-five, and in South
Galston thirteen.

15777. Were these removed at one time, or did it run over several
years +—Over several years.

15778. How long altogether I—Would it take ten years?—They were
removed ab intervals during a period of twelve years.

15779, How long is it since the last elearance - Twenty years ago.

15780, Was the whole of this done in Sir James Matheson’s time —
The whole of it, and without his krowledge.

15781, 'Was it all done under the one chamberlain 3—XNo,

15782, Who were the two1—Mr Munro Mackenzie to begin with,
and then Mr Munro,

15783. What was done with the land from which these families were
¢cleared ©—It was given to the tacksman.

15784. Was it the case that as each successive clearanze took place the
tack was enlarged —Yes, that was the case.

15785. Were you well off when you were living at North Galston 31
could not ask to be better off,

15786, "Was that the case with your eo-crofters generally at the time?
—Almost the whole of them were so at first, but at a later period the
tenants of South Galston were added on to them, and then they were not
so well off,

15787, There seem to have heen 108 families altogether,—we shall say
upwards of 100. What became of those families +—About forty of them
went to America, The rest was scattered ail over the country.

15788, Was it against their will that they were put out of Galston?—
Yes, it was against our will, but we went away without being summoned.

15789, Was it for the benefit of the Galston people that they were
turned out in this way and went some to America, and some to other
places '—I don't know one who benefited by it except one family.

15790. Who was the one famrily +—Angus Graham, now in Shader.

15791, How did he benefit+—He got better land where he went to
than the land he was put out of.

15792. Why was he favoured #—There was 4 reason for giving him a
favour too; he built a slated house in that place.

15793, Would you like to go back to North Galston 7—I would have
some of my furniture there hefore I slept if T got it.

15794, In regard to the Gaelic, you stated that the children were not
taught their religious knowledge, snd especially that the want of
instruction in Gaelic was against them. Is there any Sunday school in
connection with any church where they teach the Bible & There is a
Sabbath school in the schoolhouse up in our place for about an hour,
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15%95. Who teaches that +—The schoolmaster, with some assistants,

15796. Are they tanght in Gaelic there to read the Bible%—I cannot
tell, I will not allow any one to go to it myself anyhow. They are mak-
ing a greater amount of mischief going and coming, than they are obtain-
ing good within it

Joux Macpoxarp, Crofter and formerly Fisherman, Knockaird
{67)—examined.

v 15797, The Chailrinun.—1lave you been freely elected a delegate?—
s,

15798, Will you make a statement—You have already heard how
the people have been losing their right over the land and how the rent
has been increased. That is a very sad thing for poor people when they
are unable to pay for their land, and are in danger of losing the holding
they have, they being unable to pay the landlerd. We can do nothing
else now than lift up our voices in complaint to the rulers of the land
and to the proprietor, to sea if they will remove as much of that burden
as they can, before we lose what we have in part of debts, and also that
those rulers and the proprietor should spread the people over the face of
the land where there is plenty of land and to spare, where they
might be able to live in comfort. It was the people who were better off
and who had most stock that were examined here to-day as delegates.
There is a large proportion of the people who have no stock at all. You
heard already how the rents were increased by former chamberlains, Mr
Mackenzie and Mr Munro. We have no cause of complaint against the
chamberlain and ground officer of to-day. Fresh Jand was brought wnder
cultivation down at the Port within the horders of our township, and
crofters were placed there, and because of the badness of the soil and the
Ligh rent they were not able to pay. When John Hunter found this
out he relieved them of a portion of the rent so as to enable them to live,
and added that to our rent which was already teo high. Then about
the Galston matter, of which you have heard, although we are far
removed from the march, and though no ereature of curs ever went thers
or ever shall, 6d. was placed on each of us for that fence, and 1s. 6d.
per pound was added to our rents on account of muirland pasture, the
effect of which was to provide land with no rent at all for the Galston
{enant.

15799. The previous delegates stated that they were paying £100
which should properly fall upon the Galston farme. Is that true +—The
delegate who immediately preceded me can explain that better, but there
is a suceessor who also can explain it.

15800, Sheriff Nicolson—Are they all fishermen at Knockaird +—Yes.
Things are dark and hard by land and sea in those years.

15801, Has the fishing been unusually bad for the last two or three
years +—Very much.

15802. Has the cod and ling fishing been falling off compared with
what it was a few years ago -—Very much indeed.

15803. Can you give us an idea by comparison of what a boat’s crow
could make in former times, and what they can now make in a season 7—
I remember myself the boat of which I formed one of the crew landing
6400 ling in a season, and a neighbouring beat 8000, and new they can
scarcely make 1000 in a season.

15804. What was the price of a ling at the time you first remember?
—pixpence,
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15805, And it is now a shilliog +—Yes.

15806. Have you any idea what is the reason why the fishing has
fallen off +—The fishing was better this year, but the season was very
mild, and they were not prepared to take advantage of it.

15807. There is more herring fishing now about the coast of Lewis
than there used to be —Yes, and the herring fishers injure our fishing.

15808. How is that?—They should set bounds between the ling
ground and the herring ground, so that the one would not injure the
other as they do now. It should be so arranged that one set of fishings
should oceupy one portion of the sea, and the other portion the other.

15809, Are there particular banks on which the ling are chiefly
found 7—I believe that the ling frequents all parts, but we have
particular banks for the ling fishing.

15810, The herring moves about more than the ling and cod +—Yes.

15811, Then, if there was a boundary in that way, it might sometimes
prevent the herring fishers from getiing anything at all2—Well, that
might be.

15812, If you had the choice, would you rather take the inside sixteen
miles or the outside for the ling %If it was a good year, I would prefer
the outside limit.

15313, How far is the outside limit to which they go#—1I have seen
them go twenty miles past the north end of the island.

15814. Do they go out of sight of land %—They can keep the high
land in clear weather.

15815, Do they sometimes stay out for two or three days?—The ling
fishermen stay out that way, but they are bound to stay out and waich
their lines, otherwise these may be destroyed by the herring boats,

15816. What kind of boats have you at Knockaird —Twenty feet
keel. They pull them up beyond the sea-mark every night.

15817. What is a crew —38ix. ]

15818, Do they fish for themselves, or are they employed by a fish-
curer 7—Some of them fish for themselves—the few that can.

15819. Are the boats their own?—Yes, those who can buy boats
wish to have them.

15820. What is the average cost of a boat of that sort with all its
tackle and lines ?—A boat, well found without the lines, would cost
about £40.

15821. What kind of bait is used i—For the small Iines they take
limpets and other shell fish which they get on the shore, and with these
gmall lines they catch haddocks, and then they bait the long lines with
the haddocks. They also get eels and turbot upon their long liues.

15822. Do they use the eels for bait =—Ves.

15823, Do they use the turbot for bait+—They use all the turbot for
bait.

15824. Do ynu know that they would get a large price for the turbot if
they sent it fresh to London *—London is very far from here,

15825. Do you often get a turbot 7—Yes, sometimes.

15826. What time is best %—In summer, if they can go far enough to
sea and have all bait, they would have plenty of turbot.

15827, Do you think there would be a fishing of turbot that wonld
make it worth while for a steamer to carry it to the south $—The fishing
is not regular. 1t is only in good weather that they can go far encugh
out to sea where they can get it in abundanee.

15828. Do they get tusk here +—Yes.

15329. In any considerable quantity +—No; that fish has got searce,
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Joux Muxro, Teacher, Lionel (23)—examined.

15830, The Chairman.-—How long have you been heret—Two and
& half years,

15331, What country are you a native of —Roasshire,

15832, Do you possess the Gaelic language —Not sufficienty to speak
it fluently. T understand it better than I can speak if.

15633. Do you possess it sulliciently to make it useful to you in
feaching +—Cceasionally.

15834. Thers was a delegate here to.day who complained that the
religious instruetion is inefficient, and that the children learn the Shorter
Catechism in the English language which they don’t understand. Have
you any explanation to make upon that subject?—One explanation is
that the children do not come punectually to school in the morning, and
Secripture knowledge is taught from ten to a quarter before eleven, and
by that tims the children lhiave not done dropping into school. 1f they
came in proper time they would get their full allowance of religious
knowledge.

156835. Is the time allowed for Secripture knowledge regulated by
the School Board, or is it a Government regulation 7—The Government lay
down a code, in which it is provided that there must be two consecutive
hours of teaching without Scripture knowledge.

15836. Do the School Board fix and regulate the hours of feaching
generally +—2Not that I am aware of.

15837. Is that entirely in your hands$—Yes.

15838. Would it be open to the School Board to prescribe that the
Seripture knowledge should be taken in the middle of the day; for
instance, at the beginning of the teaching after the recess in the middle
of the day %I am not aware of that.

15839, Is the whole of the religious instrmction given in the English
langnage 7—1t is.

15840. The children learn the Catechism in English %—Yes.

15841, And read the Bible in English +—Yes.

15842, Is the Catechism expouunded to them in Gaelic —XNo; but
they all understand thie English language sufficiently to understand the
teacher when explaining it. The teacher makes a point of using the
simplest language he can, and they are quite able to understand him
when he explains the Catechism or the Bible.

15843, When the children first come to school have they any
elementary catechismr which they learn preliminary to the Shorter
Catechism ¢—XNo, they have not in this school or in those of our distriet,
that T am aware of.

15844, Consequenily the youngest children begin their religious
instruction by learning the Shorter Catechism +—7Yes, and feading the
slmplest parts of the Bible.

15845. Do some children come to school without any knowledge of
English at all +—Some of them do; in fact, most of them do.

15846. Then do you think the teaching of the Shorter Catechism is in
the first instance reasonably understocd by the children, or do you think
it is ir great measure learned by rote +—I think in most cases it is
learned by rote. It is only the more intelligent of the children who can
understand it thoronghly——in fact, there are some of the questions that it
would take more than a child te understand.

15847. Do you think the religious instruction here is as efficient as it

would be in an English school among English-speaking children 31t

LEWI3.

Nse.

;;f ohn
Muuro.



LEWIS.

NEss.

John
Munro,

1016 Highlonds and Islands Commission.

cannot be that, because the children have not the command of the
English language so well as English-speaking children.

15848. Would you find it a great advantage and convenience if you
possessed the Gaelic language perfectly in teaching?—I don’t think it
would, I find when any Gaelic is used in school the children are more
apt to stick to the Gaelie. They speak too much Gaelic outside for the
benefit of the English teaching in the school during the day.

15849, Then you think the children really learn English better
because there is no Gaelic?—1I cannot say they learn English better, but
I am quite aware they learn it as well at any rate. That is my own
opinion.

15850, Do you find the attendance of the children very irregular +—
Very irregular, especially this year.

15851. Do you think the irregulmity’is in any material degree owing
to poverty or want of clothes +—They make the want of clothes a great
excuse, especially this spring. 1 find the attendance is very much below
the average of the past season.

15852. Is the want of shoes pleaded, or is it the insufficiency of their
other clothing +—The insufficiency of their other clothing rather.

15833. Mr Cameron.—You heard the chairman ask one of the former
witnesses whether he was aware that the minister had stated that if the
attendance of the children was good the rate might be reduced on one
shilling in the puund t—Yes,

15854, Do you go so far as to say you agres with that —T think the
rates could be reduced very much by a better attendance of the children.

15855. Is there a compulsory officer in this parish = There is, for
this districb—for ihe two schools of Lionel and Cross,

15856. Does he muke efforts to obtain the attendance of the children $
—Very strenuous efforts indeed.

15857, In what respects does he fail?—The parents do not pay much
heed to him.

15858. What excuses do they make T—Their name is legion. Some of
them during the spring-time say they require the children to stay at
home to help them in tilling the ground, and the smaller ones to take care
of their younger brothers and sisters. After the labour the herring
fishing comes on, and after the herring fishing the taking home of the
peats, aud the girls require to stay at home to mind the house, awl
80 ON.

15859, What is the average attendance in the school here 1—For the
past years examination it was 222; this year it will be very much below
that.

15860. Did you obtain last year a grant for 222% Yes, I obtained a
grant of £200 on 250 presented for examination. The average attend-
ance was 2232,

13861, What is the nominal number on the roll 2—Close on 300 and
sometimes it goes over 300.

15862. What age do you find the worst age for children attending?
At what age do they offer the most excuses t—There is a great difficulty
in the first place to get the children who are just of age to come to
school. The parents do mnot appear to be willing to let then: eome,
Then, after ten, the children are kept for working, and after thirtevn
they are gradually taken away altogether,

15863. Has this bad atfendance been taken notice of by the Sehnol
Board %—They always take notice of it, and direct that defaulting parents
should be warned. On the occasion of almost every meeting they have
there are defanlting parents before them.
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15864. But have they taken any steps to cotrect the evil?—They
brought some of the parents before the sheriff.

15865, What happened }—They all got off except one man who was
confined for two days. They have been up several times before the
sheriff during the last two years.

15866, Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—Onue of the delegates stated that there
was no Sunday school. Have you not taken stepz to keep a Sundey
sehool for religious instruction #—I opened one when I came here and
kept it going tilt a month agn, when I had to close it for want of
scholars.

15867. Had you any assistance in the instruction of the children in
Gaelic +—1 had one man who kept a Gaelie class to teach the Bible and
{atechism in Gaelie.

15868. What were the hours —From five to half-past six or seven,

15869. Appareuntly the hour which you set apart for the Catechism in
the morning is not very convenient, as the children drop in from ten
to eleven. Is the hour of five on the Sunday afternoon convenient?—
Yes, it is very convenient ; it is after the parents come home from church,

15870. In fact, it is tixed for the very purpose of convenience T—Yes.

15871, Can you account for the falling off in attendance so that you
were ultimately cbliged to elose it +—1I think it was simply owing to the
want of interest which the parvents took in their children having Sabbath
school instruction.

15872, Had you both boys and girls t—Boys and girls.

15873. How many have you had at the highest —Sometimes 180 or
190 when I started first.

15874, Is there any other Sunday school in the parish connected with
either of the churches?—There is a Sabbath school kept in the Cross
schoel in conmection with the same church.

15875. Is it well attended 3—I don't think it iz very well attended in
the meantime.

15876. Is that the school which the delegate stated he knew nothing
aboit —Yes,

15877. 1t is not yours +—2XNo.

15878. Mr Cumeron,—1 suppose, although you have been only two and
a half years here, you have had some scholars who left the school with
their elementary education completed I—Yes.

15879. How many have left since you have been here?—1I should say
about a couple of dozen who were fairly good scholars.

15880. Can you say that these couple of dozen, when yon turned
them out from sehool, were able to speak English with anything like
flueney 7—The most of them speak Lnglish very well, and those who
speak it best are the best (aelic readers.

15881. If a person met them on the road, could he be able to under-
stand them and make them understand his conversatior in English —
Quite well,

15882, Shkeriff Nicolson.—Are there any of your scholars who can
read Gaelic?—T1 believe there are some.

15883. How do they learn it +—T cannof say how they learn it. Some
of them can read Gaelic, and their parents cannot. I ihink the Euglish
assists them.

15884, Are there any of the Gaelic Society’s schools in operation I
believe there is one at Sgigersta still in operation. The teacher of that
(iaelic school was at one time appointed by the board to come to this
schinol to give Gaelic instruction, and the former teacher left it to the
optio of the children to attend this eclass or not; and in about three
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months’ time they dropped off. There were not more than a dozen at the
beginning, and they dropped oif to one, who was the teacher’s son.
15885, Mr Fraser-Muckiniosh.—They preferred something else to
Gaclie I—They prefer the English,
13886, Sheriff Nicolson.—The number attending that Gaelic school is
very small +—Yery small; some days it is not held at all, I belicve.

Joms Macrron, Bout-Builder, Ness (35) —eva nined.

15887, TThe Chairman.—How long have you been established here f-—~
I have been here all my days.

15888. Are you a native of Ness 1—Yes,

15889, My Cumeron.—Have you any dealings with the people besides
thoue in your immediate neighbourhood +—No, I am just a boat-buildet,
and supply fishermen with boats.

15890, How many do you build in a year?—Sormetimes I used to
build six or seven.

15891. Has your trade been getting better or falling off I—1t has been
something about the same for a good while back.

15892. Do you build these boats for the fishermen +—Yes,

15893, Then I gather from that that they all use their own boats —
Yes; they all use boats that are built at the port or at Stornoway.

15894. You do not build for Stornoway people +—Sometimes.

15895, Are thuse included in the six or seven +—That depends on the
number of hoat-builders that are together. It will give cnough to one
man to build these.

15896. But as a rule the boats are built for the fishermen and hot for
the curers —For both.

15897. Do you build as many for the curers as for the fishermen —
More for the curers.

15898, Then the custom is that the fish-curers own the boats }-Yes;
they buy the boats of us.

15899, What are the terms between the fish-curers and the crews of
the boats +—They give them the boats on three years’ shares. The boat
comes to £30, and that is £10 a year for three seasoms. If the crew
can clear it off in three seasons, the boab is theirs ; but if net, it is the
property of the curer.

15900. Do they get a chance again *—Yes, if they are engaged to fish
for the curer.

15901. Is that agreement independent of any agreement between the
curer and the crew as to eatehing fish +-Yes,

15902, There are separate agreements?—Yes, that iz a separate
agreement. They have another agreement for the ling.

15303, What is that sgreement ?—That the curer shall pay so much
per ling from this date until 6th July or whatever it is, and the settle-
ment will be in November,

15904, Ave the crews of the boats expected to take provisions from
the fish-eurers, or do they get the price in money +They are
independent of that if they like. They need not go to the curer if they
don’t like. The curer is bound to pay them.

15905. We saw three boats on the shore here; ars these the hoats
that eost only £30 eacht—Yes, the shell of them and the ropes and
mast, but not including the sail.

15906. What would the sail cost =-£8,
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15907, And the tackle necessary for fishing t—The beat cannot go cut
without lines. The total cost is about £42 or £13,

15908, You are taiking of the ling fishing ¥— Yes.

15909, They do not require nets for the ling fishing %—XNo.

15910, You have had a good deal to do with the movement which
resulted in the construction of the port here 7—Yes,

15911. How many boats of that size wiil that port contain wken it is
completed I—Not more than twenty-five or thirty, The excavation is too
amall.

15912, They are to excavate to the depth of about ten feet Tt will
be thirteen feet nine inches, but it is only a small boat that it can
accommodate,

15913. What are they going to do with the boulders and rocks that
are in the way %—There are no rocks in the way.

15914, But the harbour will embrace some rockstYes. The break-
water is going up on them. They are guing to run the pier on the top
of them,

15915. Are they going to blast away any of the rocks+—Yes; they
must blast when they are excavating to that depth.

15916, And you think it will be a considerable benefit to the fishing
population +—1 know it will

15917, Would it have been better if it had been Jarger?—A great
deal. If I had £40,000 to-day I would put it into it, and T wonld be
sure of it being paid back very soou. That is how I would build it, for
the locality is too poor to expect anything out of it. I would lay out the
money in that way and eharge dues. They could go east or west from
such a harbour—from Carloway to Cape Wrath,

_ 15918, How many boats are going round there’—A good many
hundreds at this time of the year.

15919. Are many of the boats there now {—I don’t know how many
are at Stornoway now.

15920. Are the most of the people in this place fishermen?—Ves.
These are the ling fishermen—the men who are depending on this
harbour,

15921. Do the Stornoway boats intend to come inte this harbour
when it is made?—Yes, it would do for them to come into if it was
Jarger. It eould be made larger. I was round the place with the
engineer, and 1 know the route well enough.

15922. At any future time, if they found the harbour not large
enough, could they extend it and make it larger according to the plan $—
Yes, and they could have a deep-water harbour.

15923. In fact they could extend the present harbour in case they
wanted to do so+—Yes.

15924, T suppose there are hundreds of hoats at Stornoway I—Ves,

16926, Would a large portion of these beats like to use this harbour
when the fishing happens to be here t—Yes, I believe they would.

15926. Do you think the people here are as well off as they were some
years ago?t—No, I do not. When I remember first they would take
notice of a man whom they saw on the street that was in debt to the
curers, and now you cannot see a man without that, except very very
few.

15927, And when they ses a man not in debt do they point him out
now +—They can put their finger on every one to-day. It is due to the
bad seasons and bad fishing and the system of working they have in the
ling fishing, They have to go ont and set their lines, and they have a
big stone at the end of the lines and a rope up to the top of the water

LEWIS.

NEss
John
Macleod.



LEWIS.

NEss.

John
Macleod.

1020 Highlands and Islands Commaission.

with a buoy. 8o when the herring boats come they are setting their own
nets, and these are drifted and they carry away the lines.

15928. Then you agree with what was said by the previous witneases
that the ling fishing has been considerably damaged by the herring boats ?
—1TI agree with that. I believe that the herring fishing and ling fishing
cannot be done in the same place. It ought to be done in the way of .
winter ling fishing and summer herring fishing.

15929. To what other cause do you attribute the poverty among the
fishermen %—That seems the great cause. It is a very good boat that
takes 1000 ling this year. I remember when they were taking
6000.

15930. Do you think there are as many fish on the coast now as there
used to be 1—1I cannot go into that at all. :

15931, There is nothing else you can suggest, except that the herring
boats should do less damage to the ling fishers, and that the harbour
should be larger —My suggestion is that a large harbour should be
built here, and that they should get large boats as their neighbours do from
the east coast. All these men have to go to the east coast, and must be
under masters who can do with them as they like, engaging them at such
a price as they can give them, and they have not even oue net of their
own.

15932, What do these men generally bring home in a fair year from
the east coast 2—1 bave seen them coming home with from £5 to £330,
and some of them with less than £5 some years.

15933, Sheriff Nicolson.—Last year was a had year, I suppose—Yes,
according to the fishing, They are just taking them at so much per cran.

15934, Mr Cameron.—Do you think the people here are suited more
for fishermen than for farmers?—I think they are more suitable for
fishermen than for farmers. They cannot do both, and it iz at the same
time that both things should be prosecuted.

15935. And you would like to see them stick more at home rather
than go to the east coast +—Yes, for T see all these fishermen on the east
coast, and T know a few of them,

15936. There are none of them farmers on the east coast?—XNo; they
may just have an acre or s0 as a garden,

15937, The Chairman.—Do you mean to say that you think the
fishermen ought to have no land at all or that they ought to have land
enough for one or two cows }—That is my idea, I am sure that fishing
and farming cannot be done together.

15938. But ought they to have land for one or two cows, or do you
think. they should have no land at all?—Well, I should like them to
have a garden.

15939, But not & cow's grass?—I{ they could keep one cow it would
be a great benefit to them.

15940. From wlhat funds is the work at the harbour being carried on?
~—Lady Matheson gave £1500 and the Fishery Board gave £4500.

15941. Do you know whether any application was made to the Board
in London for funds?—Yes; I know there was.

15942, You made an application to the Public Works Loans Commis-
sion —No, but I wrote a letter to Mr Gladstone for it.

15943. But you are aware there is a Board which advances money for
public improvements, called the Public Works Loans Board &I know
there is a Loans Board,

15944. Was there any application made to it +—1I don’t think so.

15945. You say it would have been better to make the harbour much
larger, and to meake it & deep-water harbour. In case the harbour was
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ever enlarped thereafter, would the present work be uszless and thrown
away, or could the present work be made useful towards a larger harbour?
—The present work need not be thrown away at all, and I was very
much pleased when I saw from the plans that they could make a
continuation of a large harbour,

15946, Do you think that the present work will stand; is it
substantial 7—Well I do not know. I doubt it very much—this piece
they are making just now,—for it is just a piece they are running on the
front out to the sea, and there is not a back to it, That is the worst T
saw about the plan, and I objected to it the moment T saw it.

15947. You mean that the present wall at right angles to the shore is
not sufficiently supported 3—1 think not.

15948. How ought it to be supported 1—1If there was another one at
the back of it, and & hearting, and a parapet the same as the rest of it, it
would be sutficient o stand the waves; for the out-sweep of the sea here
is stronger than at any place the Stevensons saw in their life, and I am
afraid it will take the corner of the outer pier out.

15949. At all tides the boats will not be able to get in+—No; not
with the present wall.

15950. Would they be able to come in under your plan for a larger
harbour }—Yes there 1s five feet of water at lowest spring water according
to my plan.

15951. What do these big boats draw?—I do nof know very well,
but I think eight feet will do well envugh.

15952, Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—Who is looking after this part of the
Matheson property i—Not any one,

15053, Who is responsible for the place heing so very dirty down
about here 7—I suppose it is the sanitary inspector,

15954. When this pier is erected will there not be some authority to
look afier it $—-There is a sanitary inspector paid to do it, and he ought
to Jook after it

15955. The Chairman.~—"Who is the sanitary inspector —The
sanitary inspeetor for the parish of Barvas. He lives in Stornoway.

15956, Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—Don’t you think the state of matters
there is disgraceful I—I am very much disgusted with it, but I canuot
help it, I would like to see it clean,

15957, There is no reazon why it should not be clean#—No reason.
They could keep it as cleanas any town in Scotland, for there is a burn
there, and they could clean everything down to it. We are fifty feet
higher than the lovel of the sea, and there is always running water.

15958, Sheriff Nicolson.—Has apy complaint been made to the
inspector =—I don’t suppose there has; I do nob know,

15959, The Chairman.—What is his name I—Hector Ross; he is the
parochial inspector too,

13960, Does he often come heret—Yes; 1 have seen him often come
over here,

15961, Does he ever give any order about eleaning %I never heard it

Fargumar Mcrray, Crofter, North Dell (51)—examined,

15962, The Chairman.—Were you freely elected by the people?—
Yes,

15963. Will you make a statement on behalf of these whom you
represent }—You already heard other delegates complain how the rent has
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been raised. Perhaps it should have been a matter of complaint in the
first instance to the chamberlain, because he is a man who likes to see
things put right.  We have secu him put other things upon a proper footing
when he found them amiss, That is all T have to say. There were some
people who were removed in oxder to add to the land attached to the miil.
I knew very little about it, and I declined to make the statement, but they
sent it in in this writing. This is the statement :—* We the undersigned,
¢ humbly beg to set before you certain facts and grievances in the follow-
¢ ing statements—to which we call your kind attention and consideration.
¢ Firstly, there stood in the village of North Dell, a slated house which
¢ became vacant nine years ago. 'We occupied one half of the village which
¢ contained about a hundred acres of good pasture and arable lands. The
¢ miller of Ness, who receives the 13th part of all the grain raised in Ness,
‘envied the side we oceupied ; and through promises that he never
¢ fulfilled, he persuaded us to take the land that this “house ¥ stood om,
¢ telling us at the same time we were not to remove from our old houses,
“and that no dyke whatever was to be put round the land we were to
‘ give in exchange. This false promise of his didn't last long, for we
¢ were soon served by one, and then another summon to Temove, and
* build ourselves houscs elsewhere; then at once began dyke building,
¢ following by the pulling down of the slated *‘house,” the stones of
¢ which were put in the dyke building—the rent of which “house” we
¢ pay till this day over and above our land rents. Secondly, the most
¢ part, or three-fourths of the grazing land by the sea-shore we are deprived
¢ of, which originally belonged to the tack where we now are, thouch the
¢ rent remains the same for us to pay. Nor is this all—for the last three
¢ summers Macfarqubar'’s (the miller) sheep eat the most of what we
¢ sow in the ground-—in our space has been so limited, made between dykes,
¢ dogs, sheep, and & little over twenty acres of land instead of one hundred
¢ acres, that we can hardly make an existence, and we ever pray vour
¢ Honourable Royal Commission to look into our grievances thoroughly. —
¢ We remain, your most humble and obedient servants, Axeus x Camp-
¢ BELL ; Jonx x M Doxarp ; Jomx x SMiTH, representing Widow Smith ;
¢ Norway x MRrtcmi, representing Widow Morrison and others.—North
¢ Dell, Ness, Tth June 1883

15964, Have you any further statement to make 3—No.

15965. Sheriff Nicolson,—How long have you been in the place 1—
Ever since I was born,

15966. Did these things happen that are mentioned in the paper?—I
know that the men were removed, but I do not kuow of any of the
transactions between them and the miller.

15967. How many were removed +—There were eight of them there
that had land, but it is four who are concerned in this matter.

15968, How much of their land was taken from them and added to
the miller’s land +—They were removed from where they were, and their
place was added to the house that you have heard already was left
vacant,

15969. Where were they removed to?—From the ome side of the
march to the other side.

15970. Had they to build new houses for themselves 7—Yes, upon the
new lots,

15971. Did they get any assistance in building these houses I am
not aware,

15872. How long is it since this happened 1—Nine years.

iTE)QTS. Has there been any alteration in your own land or pasturei
-0,
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15974, Tt is only those four people thai have this complaint o make? LEWIS.
~—1 did not hear anybody complaining except those four. —

15975. Then have any of the rest of the people of North Dell any ~ NPss
complaint to make +—There were two or three of them that had a house Farquhar
on the other side of the street. It was taken from them—the house they  Murray.
had on the one side of the road.

15976. How many families are there in North Dell altogether 7—
Twenty-three or twenty-four with land, and three without land,

15977. What do they ask you to represent on behalf of them here to-
day +—They ask me to state nothing except that they werc paying the
rent of that house that is mentioned in the paper.

15978, Are all the people of North Dell paying that1—XNo.

15979, Only these four +—VYes

15980. The Chairmun.—Have you any grievance of your own +—No.

[Apjourxzp.}

STORNOWAY, LEWIS, FRIDAY, JUNE 8 1883,
(Ste Appendiz A, XXX VI and XLL) LEWIS.

Present — STokNOWAY.

8ir Kevxura 8. Mackexzig, Bart., Chnairman,
Doxarp Caxzrox, Esq. of Lochisl, M.P.

(% Fraser-Macrixtosy, Esq., M P,

Sherifl Nicorsow, LLD.

Professor Macsixsoy, MLA.

Ponawp Caurnery, Crofier and formerly Fisherman, South Tolsta
(60)—examined.

15981, The Chairman.—How many families are there in Tolsta?—  Donal?
There are about one hundred altogether, of whom about fifty pay rent. Campbe’L

15982 Were you freely elected by the people of your township +—
Yes.

15983, On what day did the election take place +—About a fortnight
ago.

15984, Was the whole township present on the occasion +—There
was a large number present, buf they were not all thera

13985. What proportion of the township was present T—Detween forty
and sixty probably.

15886. Who summoned the meeting?--The people of the place.
They heard that such a thing was to be done.

15987. Mow did they hear it I—They heard through the country thab
these proceedings were tuken, and when they heard of these meehings
they met too,

15988, And those who were absent knew of the meeting ?— Quite
well.

15989, Have you any statement to make on the part of the people of
Tolstat—Another delegate and I were sent here in order to tell how
some of the ground which our fathers occupied before us was taken from
ua A moorland pasture of about ten miles broad was distributed between
our township and the two tacks that marched with us upon the other
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side,—between our township on the one side and the two tacks upon the
other side. When these ten miles were portioned out, ouly the breadth
of two miles was left with our town, and afterwards it appeared te them
that even this was too much, and one of these two miles wag taken from
us.  We have now scarcely one mile—that is all the breadth, I’erhaps
it extends about five miles back, this mile between the sea and the
moorland pasture. Then the last mile that was taken from us was
aldded to a tack, and we were obliged to pay thesum of £7 before we were
allowed to put a hoof of cattle upon this ground, which really was our
own, Then, if cur cattie were three or four weeks out upon the moorland
pasture immediately after they came home, dogs werse st after them, and
they were placed in pound. The township of North Tolsta was originally
under a tack, then afterwards it was lotted out among the ecrofters,
and over twenty years ago it was made a tack of again, and it is now
under big sheep. And when they sent away the crofters from that place
in order to make a tack of it, they sent some of them away to America,
and others of them they crowded in upon us.  This tack is a portion of
the township, They erowded in upon us in the rest of the township of
North Tolsta the people that were not seat to America in order to make
room for the tack. North Tolsta is entirely tack. It is the people of
South Tolsta that elected me to come here, and they call a portion of it
sometimes Balmeanach. So when the people were removed from North
Tolsta and South Tolsta in order to clear it for a tack, some of them were
sent to America and others crowded npon us. It was necessary to make
room for them because they were removed frow their own place, and
some of the people of South Toista who were in arrears of rent were
removed from their own places outside the township in order to make room
for those of North Tolsta that were sent in upon them. These got noland,
and it mattered little whether they were alive or dead, so far as the
aubhorities were concerned. There are between fifty and sixty young men
in the township—some of them married, some not—who wish to acquire
land, and who have not got it. These have heen trained in the defence
of their Queen and country both on land and sea. These think that &
portion of the land which helonged to their forefathers should be given
10 them—the waste land which is under sheep. There is a great portion
of land now lying waste—uncultivated under sheep—perfectly capable of
supporting these people if they could only get it. Under the turf of this
land there Hes the possibility of plenty of oatmeal and barley-meal for
the suslenance of these people, if they only could get possession of it. Tt
is sad to see that the people whom God created for His own glory should
be crowded in together upon each other to make room for big sheep.
As we heard a good man belonging to Caithness saying—* The landlords
¢ said that the carth was theirs, while the Seripture saith that the earth
* is the Lord's, and the fulness thereof.)

15990, Mr Cuameron—Do I understand you to say that those ten
miles of moorland were taken away from them twenty years agol-It
was not taken from us, These ten miles belonged to these two tacks and
our township, and when the appointment was made only two miles were
left with us,

15991, Then eight miles were taken from you $—XNo, that could not
be said, because ths ten miles belonged to the two tacks and us

15992. Was it common pasture between the two tacks and the
crofters 7—Yes, that was the case.

15993. So your share of that would have heen aboub three and one
third miles 3—XNo, our share would have been two miles, but then they
took away more than one of these two miles from us,
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15994, Then the complaint is not that they took away anything from
the ten miles, but that they took away oue of the two miles 2—Our
complaint is with respect even to the two miles, that it is less than our
proper share, If it were properly divided we should have over three—
three and a third.

15995. Then the difference in the fixst instance is between the three
and one-third miles and two miles which you should have got%-—Yes,
that was our first complaint.

15906, And the second complaint is that of the two miles cne was
taken from you subsequently and added to the tack %—Yes, that is our
gecond complaint. More than a mile was taken from us and less than a
wile left with us,

13997, What sort of land was it that you talk off,—this mocrland
—Just roorland pasture—peat.

15998, What stock did it keep?t—A mile of moorland pastare will
not feed much stock. I cannot exactly tell how much. They feed the
most of their stock without fence of their erofts.

15999, If they got this land again, what would they do with it #—TIf
. we got it back we would keep more stock than we keep to-day; but in
addition, there were over twenty families thrown upon us.

16000. Weuld you cultivate that land? Would it be susceptible of
growing corn, that woodland which was taken from yout—No.

16001. Was not land taken from you which was susceptible of the
cultivation, as you say,—that would grow corn?—The tack of North
Tolsta was taken from us, and it would yield erope, if we got it back,

16002. When was that done +—Over twenty years ago,

16003, Was arableland taken from them at that time 7—All the arable
land of that tack was taken from ws. It was arable at that time, and
people were living upon it. It is now pasture land.

16004. That is ground which you say was omiginally a tack, which
vyr'as distributed among the crofters and then made a tack againf?—

es‘ .

16005, My Fraser-Moekintosh.—When was the yent last fixed +—
About thirty-one years ago.

16006. Has the rent never altered since then *—Yes, it was raised.

P 16007. What was it thirty-one years ago upon the township +—Abouk

140.

16008. What is it now :—DBetween £160 and £180,

16009. Whas is the name of the other tack you refer to besides North
Tolsta 2—Gress.

16010. What is the name of the tacksman of the North Tolsta and
the name of the tacksman of Gress +—Thomas Newal is the manager of
Nerth Tolsta, The tenant is a young man, and I do net know Lis name.
Mrs Liddle is the tenant of Gress.

16011. How many families were removed altogether from North
Tolsta -1 cannot tell, perhaps there may have been about twenty.

16012. How many eame in upon you +—Twenty-three.

16013. Then how can you say that only twenty were removed
altogether 1—My neighbour and I cannot agree between twenty and
thirty as to the number who were there first.

16014, But how many do you say were placed npor you?—I cannot
tell.

16015. You can neither tell how many families were placed upon you
por how many went to Americat—No, I cannot tell how many went to
America.

16016. Are all the families that were put upon you still there 7—Yes,
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16017. How long would you take to count them on your fingers?—
From ten to fifteen families of those that were in North Tolsta were sent
n upon our township,

16018. The Chairman.—You stated that some of the people in South
Tolsta had been removed outside the township because they did not pay
their arrears of rent, Do you ohject to the removal of people who don’t
pay their rent?—1 object. T would like they should have time in order to
pay up their arrears. It might be made up in a short time, even suppos-
ing they were in arrears, and they should not be removed to make room
for other men.

16019. Do you know how Jong these peopls had been in arrear?—1I
cannot tell. At the time they were removed the markets were bad and
there was no price for cattle, and they were taking away the cattle
without leave asked in order to pay up these arrears. The proprietor's
people were removing cattle in order to pay their arrears without asking
leave. They themselves fixed any price upon them that they pleased.

16020. Had the tenants not a right to take their cattle to the market?
~—Yes, they might do that; but they were gathering them in a certain
vlace, and the proprietor’s people were fixing the prices of them.

16021, But they might have taken them to market, had they wished
themselves i—Yes, but the prices were s0 low,

Roper1oR MaorENzIE, Crofter, Nether Coll (75)-—examined.

16022, The Chatrman.—This 1s the statement you have submitted to the
Commission —* Statements by Roderick M*Kenzie, crofter, and Malcolm
¢ MLeod, crofter and mason, both of the township of Coll, io be
¢ submitted to the Commission on behalf of the crofters of said town.
¢ Fifty years ago the township of Coll was inhabited by twenty-two
¢ crofters, keeping from three to five milk cows, with several young
¢ beasts all in good condition, and from twelve to forty sheep. Before Sir
¢ James Matheson bought the estate four crofters were put in upon
¢ our township, and when the township of Garryghuirm was cleared other
¢ four were put in upon Coll, bringing the number of crofters in Coll
¢ up to thirty.* At thesame time a portion of the arable land belonging to
¢ the township was taken from the people, and given to the tacksmen for
* whom the people were put out of Garryghuirm, thus reducing the
¢ amable land of the people, while the inhabitants of the township are
¢ considerably increased. About thirty-three years ago the place was
¢ relotted out ami made into forty-seven crofts, the rent of which was
¢ £120; since then twenty crofters have been put in upon the township,
¢ every one of them paying rent over and ahove the £120, at which the
! township was rented when it was relotted. Sothat we now atand thus—
¢ 1st, the township is made less by taking some of our arable land and
¢ adding it to the neighhouring tack ; 2nd, putting people in upon us in
¢ addition to the natural growth of the population, until now we have three
¢ families to the one we originally had ; 3rd, the rent being increased gives
¢ the privilege of increasing the stock, until people and eattle are starved
* alike, increasing taxes and every other source of poverty and wmisery,
¢ The boundary dyke between us and one tacksman was built by con-
¢ tract, for which every head of family in Coll had to pay 10s. Still we
¢ have to keep it up as often as any part of it falls down; yet if any of our
¢ gheep or cattle go over if, they are pounded and paid for before we
¢ get them out. We are g0 much pressed by tacksmen on both sides, and

* See Appendix A, XL.
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¢ behind by sportamen and their gamekeepers, that we are not allowed to
*walk without the fear of being taken up as trespassers, even upon the
¢ hill pasture for which we pay rent. There are twenty-eight erofters in the
¢ township of Coll, having only one starved cow each, when the tack on
¢ the one hand of ws would keep one hundred {amilies in comfort, and the
¢ one on the otherside eighty. Further, we beg to state to the Commission
¢ that in one case we know of an old man who fell into arrears of rent,
fand could not pay, a young man who was willing to take land would
' not get the old man’s lot until he got security that he would pay the
¢ old man's debt, for whieh he paid £13, which he only managed by sell-
‘ing the two cows he lhad. In Colt just now there are ten married men
‘and twenty-six single men, who would take land to-morrow if they got
*the chance. Suggested remedies for the foregeing grievances—1lst,
¢ Inereased heldings, with sufficient moorland and hill pasture to enable
¢ us to rear stock to pay our rent.  2nd Revaluation of land by competent
¢ parties who know the locality, and security of tenure so long as the
‘rent is paid. 3rd, Compensation for unexhausted improvements.
¢ 4th, That tenants have a full and free access to all moorlands and
4+ hill pasture connected with their township, and have a right to plack
¢ heather and cut rushes for thatching houses or any purpose of that
¢ nature without the fear of gamekeeper or ground officer.’

16023, Sheriff Nicolson.—Do you remember when the firsf addition
was made to the number of crofters at Coll —Yes,

16024, Fifty years ago there were twenty-two. When was the first
addition %—As I first remember fifty years ago there were two lots mn the
town.

16025. But when was the first increase in the number of lots +—Forty-
three years ago.

16026, How many were added to their number then +—Ten families
were put in upon us abont forty-three years age from the ontside.

16027. Where were these taken fromt—From Garryghuirm, which
was cleared, and gnother township, Out of that place four families were
sent in upon us, and these have now hecome six families.

18028. What direction is Garyghuirin from Coll $—South.

16029. What was dons with the land from which these people were
brought —It is under sheep occupied by the tackeman who marches
with us,

16030. What is the name of the fack -—Upper Coll.

16031. How much arable land was taken from them and added to
that tack +—Perhaps about £8 worth, and there was no abatement made
in the rent, -

16032. The place was re-lotted abont thirty-three years age and made
into forty-seven crofts. Whoe was factor at that time 9—Mr Scobie was
factor at that time. He only occupied that office for three years,

16033. The rent then was £120. How much was the rent fifty years
ago It appears thab it is Mr Munro Mackense that lotted the town.
He succeeded Mr Scobie, and it was he who fixed the rental at £120.

16034, What was it before that 7—The previous rental was the same.

16035. What was the rent fifty years ago—I cannot remember. I
think it was the same amount.

16036, When the place was re-lotfed and made into forty-seven crofts,
where did the people belong to, to whom these new crofts were given
They belonged to the place.

16037, None were brought from any other place, were they %—Not
since Nir James came,

16058, The rent being increased gives the privilege of increasing the
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stock. What is the meaning of that?—Does it mean that everybody
may keep as much stock as he likes tThey cannot keep more stock.

16039. What stock do you keep yourseif —Two cows and a year-old,

16040. No more }—Four head of sheep; no horse.

16041. Have any of the crofters more cows than that? —There are
four that have larger stock than T had; but there are twenty-eight in
the place who have only ome cow, aud a stirk perbaps as well.

16042. AWhat rent do you pay +—£2, 95.  That rent was only £2, 7s,
when the rents were settled by the factor upon information supplied by
myself, There was an odd 6d. that has to be added fo certain of
the crofts-——in order to make the proper subdivision of the £120, whick
was the rent of the whole township. But the factor said there would be
no 6., that it would require to be a full shilling—and this shilling, along
with the shilling for hen money, has made the rent £2, 9s.

16043. How long have you been living in Coll —Fifty-three years.

16044, What rent were you paying first %—The same rent.

16045. Had you more cows then than you have now %—Yes,

16048, How many had youi—Five head of cattle.

16047. And more sheep —We had no sheep to speak of. There is
no sheep pasture,

16048, Did you grow more corn and potatoes fthen than you do now?
—Yes, at that time, but not since our lots were reduced.

16049, How long do your own corn and polatoes keep your
families alive in an ordinary year '—According to the seasons. But eizht
bolls of barley-meal was the largest amount that ever I made in one single
year,—sometimes four or five, sometimes six, and about one and a half
bolls of oatmeal

16050. Ilow long would that last you ¥—Qur own crofts used to tide
us over the winter and sometimes longer,

16051. How long would the potatoes last in a single year+—1In a very
good year we might have filty barrels of potatoes, and these would last
till spring. Many years we might not have twenty barrels.

16052. How many bolls of corn of your own had youn last year, and
how many bamels of potatoes t—I had no potatoes at all. I eould
scarcely say that the potatoes grew at all last season, but T managed to
save two bolls of barley from the storm, and that was all my crop.

16053. Then, in former fimes, did you require to buy meal after
spring to keep your families?—You know that since Sir James Matheson
got the property and since the potato disease, things have been very
hard. I would bave to buy some years fourteen, twelve, or ten bolls of
meal, to support my own family, in addition to the erop.

16054. How much have you had to buy since last autumn ¢-I have
bought already tkirteen bolls of meal.

16055, How many more will you need before next autumn?—I
eannot tell. It must be a great deal, if it can only be had.

16056. What else have you to live upon besides meall—Sugar, We
have neither butter nor flesh. We neither kill cow nor sheep.

16057. Is that the general condition of the people at Coll +—The
greater portion of them, MHow can they be otherwise when their single
cow does not give milk? They cannot make 2 Ibs. of butter in the year.

16058, Have they any work at home in the island of Lewis?—No,
there is nothing of that kind now; but as long as Sir James, worthy
wian, lived, there was work going that kept some people employed.

16059, How far are you from the sea at Coll —No distance at all,

16060. Are many of your people engaged in hshing }—Yes, the young
people.
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16061, Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—You say in this paper that this town-
ship Is hemmed in by tacks and tacksmen. Will you mention the names
~—Upper Coll.

16063. What is the name of the tenant %—Mr Hunter.

16063, Which is the other?—It is another township occupied by
crofters that marches with us on the other side,

16064, But you say ‘we are se much pressed by tacksmen on both
sides.” Is that correct I—The other side is occupied by a crofting town-
ship like gurselves. We differ sometimes,

16065, What is the meaning of this stated in the paper that they are
not allowed to work without the fear of being taken up as trespassers
upon their own hill pasture?—The gamekeepers think that at certain
scasons of the year they will not allow a2 man or beast to go upon the
moorland pastare, and they employ ome out upen tius moorland pasture
during the summer. They keep a man out upon the moorland pasture to
take up any man or child whom they may find straying there, in case he
may be there robbing the nests of the birds.

16066. Is this a deer forest or an ordimary grouse shooting?—We
have no deer now. I remember the day—I was young at the time—
when I could see one hundred deers on the hill, and I could not see thres
now,

16067. What iz the name of the gamekeeper who does what you have
mentioned 1T don't remember his name exactly. e belongs to Gress.

16068, What is the name of the shooting tenant?—1 don’t know.
He is an English gentleman living in London.

16069. Why do you and the other people pay attention to such
conduct on the part of the gamekeeper 7—DBless you! have not I seen
two lads sent for nine weeks to the prison there for robbing a grouse
nest, and one of them barely came out alive §

16070. But it is one thing to steal eggs and another thing to walk
over your own grounds uwpon your own lawful business?—-That is quite
the case, but our great complaint is that we are prevented from sending
a boy or anybody else out to attend to the cattle.

16071. Are you afraid of being turned off if you stand qut against any
guch conduct? Are you afraid of being disturbed in your holdings?—
Yes, we are.

16072, Is the gamekeeper in the stated regular employment of the
proprietor, or is he one that is changeable with the tenant?—I am not
very sure, but he may be in the service of both. 1 believe he is in the
service of the man who is the shooting tenant.

16073. Do you consider him, in point of fact, an authority upon the
estate, whose will is not to be gone against 2—Yes, we lock upon him in
that light. It is the part of the tenants to be obedient.

16074. You say here that there are twentysix single men in your
township who would likely take land to-morrow if they got the chanee.
‘What cxactly are they looking fort Is it at present unculfivated land
that they would take in and cultivate, or what =—The waste townships
that are under sheep, that were cleared before, these are the places the
people are looking for, and whuld be glad to get.

16075. But is there any place of that nature near you except Upper
Coli+—No, except Garryghuirm, that was formerly cleared.

16076. To whom does Garryghuirn belong —To Mr Hunter.

16077. How many families do you suppose this tack, if broken up and
made into large sized crofts, would keep? You say, on the one hand, it
would keep a hundred families in comfort and on the other eighty. Now,
which do you mean would keep a hundred families, and which would
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keep eighty —Colurich and Garryghuirm could accommodate a hnondred

families and Gress could accomunodate eighty, Are all these places in the

same neighbourhood }—VYes,

16078, Is the township much in arrear of rent do you knowi—I
believe they are in arrears this year,

16079, Would the people, if they got the additional land be enabled
to stock it 7—They would stock it by degrees.

16080. Supposing they got assistance fo stock it at the heginning,
would they be willing to pay back by instalment?—Y¥es, that they
would.

16081. From what you know of the sentiments of the townships do
you say they want no relief whatever in the way of alms but whatever
they wish for they will pay in time +—Any assistance they might get they
would pay it back ; they don't look for alms.

16082, Afr Cameron.—You said there was an old man who was in
arrears of rent and that his successor stepped into the eroft, paid the
arrears by selling the cows, and the arrears were £13 1—Yes, that is quite
correct.

16083. If the old tenant owed £13 to the landlord, the landlord might
himself have sold the cows, and it would have come to the same thing ?
—If it would be as well to do so, still the man had to have his cattle sold
in order to pay these arrears.

1608+, Did the cattle belong to the new man, or did they belong to the
landlord—as due for arrears of rent—They belonged to the incoming
tenant.

16085, Had the outgoing tenant any stock at all %—The state of affaira
was this, that the old man had only one son, and he died. He and his
wife were getting frail, and they had an elderly daughter who was
supporting them. Now this daughter was getting parochial relief for
attending upon her father and mother, and she thought that the rent of
the croft should be paid as well as the relief she got for these services she
rendered. Now, when the young man got the croft there was only £4 or
£5 of debtf, and when the debt had increased to £13, Mr Muonro, the then

chamberlain, came and insisted with violent language that the whole of this

debt must be paid, and the new tenant sold his own two cows and paid
the debt.

18086, Was he a relation }—No, no relatien whatever,

16087, Or his wife 7— is wife was not a relation either.

16088, Is it a practice in the townships, or on that part of the estate
with which you are acquainted, for the new tenaunt to pay the arrears of
the old %1 have heard several instances in addition to this one, from
whom Mr Munro, the chamberlain, exacted the arrears of rent in this way.

16089. And does the practice still prevail at all#—T don’t know what
the practice may be just mow, Ever since thie present factor came in
there was nothing of that sort done upon us. ‘These things were done by
his two predecessora.

16090. The Chairman.—Was this young man in possession for some
time before the £13 was demanded of him #—He would be about ten
years in possession,

16091. Did he pay his own rent regularly from the beginning %—7Yes.

16092, And had he cropped the land when it was in possession of the
old pecple and the daughter +—XNo.

16093. Are the tenants bound by the estate rules to keep a herd for
their cattle —We have a herd for the sheep. And the estate authorities
wished there should also be one herd or two herds for the cattle, sa
that there should be no trespassing upon the moorland pasture, for the
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sake of the grouse, but the people of the place objected to sueh an
arrangement.

16094, Then it is a rule of the estate that only the herds or shepherds
shall be upon the moor at & particular time of the year —Yes, that is the
rule of the estate.

16095, I forgot to ask the name of the crofter who paid this sum of
money for the arrcars of his predecessor —Donald M‘Iver, Nether Coll

16096. And the name of his predecessor +—Donald Mredonald.

16097. Who wrote this paper you have put inf—>urde M‘Leod,
His ahode is in Glasgow.

16098, Was it read to the people of Coll before you came here +—XNo,
they did not cowe to hear it read,

16099, Are you of opinion that they agree in it %—Yes, they would,
and I am not certain but they may blame me for not having made more
statements than there are in that paper. Butthere is nothing in it which
I cannot prove, and which any person can gainsay,

16100, Iid the people meet to elect you +—Yes,

16101. And the paper was mnot read at that time?—No. At the
meeting one said put in this statement, and another said put in that
statement,—but I put in no statement exeept what I was certain of my
own knowledge was true.

16102. Then this statement, though written by a young man from
Glasgow, was really written by you?—Yes, he merely wrote it to my
dictation. He is a native of the place, and has come to live at home.

16103, AL Fraser-Mackintosh.—Were you elected a delegate becanse
you are one of the oldest inhabitants of the township%—1I was clected,
whether I willed or not, because I was one of the oldest men and because
I speak of old times even before Sir James bought the estate, I am such
an age now that I do not require land for myself and I would be giving

up land rather than be asking for mere. .

Doxawp Marmix, Crofter and Fisherman, Back (46)—examined.

16104, The Chairman.—Who delegated you here +—I was appointed
ab a meeting that was held by the people of the township in the church,

16105. Were the people of Tolsta and Coll there at the same time +—
The people of Tolsta were not there. The people of Coll and Vacksay
were there as well as the people of Back.

16106. Who summoned the meeting }—T believe the association that is
located here gave instruction that delegates should be appointed and a
meeting held.

16107. Do you mean the Lewis Highland Land Law Reform Associa-
tion 1—1I believe these are the parties,

16108, And did the people of Back elect you on that cccasion +—Yes.

16109. Were they all present 7—The most of them.

16110. 'Will you make a statement on the part of the people of Back +—
[Read in Gaelic] ‘When the townships in which I live was originally
¢ Jotted out forty lots were made and the rent was £140. Since that time
¢ fifteen additional lots were made, out of the back portien of the town-
¢ ship—out of uncultivated land behind the ring fence. And instead of
¢ the township getting any abatement of rent, becanse of that the rent was
¢ raised. Now there are ninety-two families in the township. There are
¢ gix or seven of these families who occupy mere bothies, and have no land
‘at all. Then there are about twelve young married couples living in the
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‘ houses of their relatives—their fathers and fathers-in-law-—who would
¢ be glad to take land if they got it, in addition to other young men who
¢ would also be glad to get married, and to take lands if such were to be
“Lad. Again, it is one great cause of the poverty of the people that the
¢ holdings are so small that they can only keep as much stock as they are
¢ able to feed, for if we, the people, had plenty of land so that we eould
t keep a sufficient atavunt of stock, we could be able,—although the Lord
¢ in providence has seen fit to visit us sorely this year—still along with
¢ what we could take from the sca, we have sufficient amount of Highland
¢ gpirit in us as would prevent us from allowing ourselves to appear as
¢ beggars before the people of this nation. We ourselves would then be
¢ able to maintain ourselves, instead of being a burden upon the charitable
¢ people of the south. It now appears that things will continue in the
¢ same state unless some remedy 1s found for them through the interven-
¢ tion of the Queen and her counsellors. In the third place, this also is
‘ the cause and poverty among the people, that their holdings are so
¢ small that they must crop the whele of them every year. They are
¢ thus not able to leave a portion under grass for one year, as it ought to
¢ be, in order that the land could attain to some strength, for the land, by
‘ being continnally turned over every year, becomes exhausted, so that it
¢ requires to be forced by manure before it can give any crop at all, and
¢ even then it will not yield a good crop. Again, in some places it is the
¢ cause of poverty among the people that the land is in such a bad plight
* by being so soft and wet, so that it iz a risky matter to sow any seced
¢ there until it is past seed time ; and so it is a matter of common sense
¢ that when sowing is late, reaping must be late too, and so the inclement
 geason cones before the crop is gathered in from the places where it
¢ grows, An additional cavse of our poverty is the want of harbours.
* In the place where I live the way the fishing is being prosecuted is
¢ sufficient to make an old man of one while he is yet young; for in
¢ winter we have to leave our homes for the fishing at ten o'clock at night,
* and on through all hours of the morning according as the weather will
¢allow. We then, six of a crew, will have to launch a boat over a
100 yards of dry ground, and we have to do the reverse process
¢ when we come home again. We have to put a ton of stones into her
¢ along with the sailing and fishing material. The boat is thus loaded so
* that if the sea runs high upon the shore it goes over our heads before we
¢ can clear off. Now, if wehad harbours we could work bigger hoats than
¢ we have, where we could have greater safety on sea, and that would be
¢ less difficult to manage when we came ashore; and if we had that we
* could go three times farther away to the fishing ground than we can
¢ now do with the boats we have. Again, in the sixth place, there is a
¢ thing that canses great vexation of spirit to the people, and their minds
¢ are now raised so that it 1s difficult to pacify them until things are put
“upon a proper footing. This is the cause of it all,—that we see the
¢ land which our fathers had brought under cultivation by the sweat of
¢ their brows put under tacksmen, or, as they should more properly be
¢ called, desolators of the land, and ourselves heaped upen ome another
* wpon small patches of the very worst portions of the land, and many
¢ without any land at all, while upon the land which they possess as grass
¢ from one year's end to the other my father saw fourteen oat crops raised
‘1in succession without any manure, and the last crops better than the
f first. Now, in so far as I can understand the mind of the people, and
¢ especially of the younger portion of themn, I fear that there is danger
* that they may rise as the clans of old rose, if they don’t get a hold over
¥ the land of which they are deprived by Act of Parliament,—of which
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¢ they are deprived for the sake of sheep, deer, and grouse. If some will
¢ gay it is not right that we should be seeking these things, I shall not
¢ regard these as the poor man's friend; for if i6is wnlawfal for us to
“ask it now, it was quite as unlawful for them to deprive us of it
¢ formerly.!

16111, Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—At what time was the land divided
into she forty lots at the rent of £140 %—About thirty years ago.

16112, You mention that fifteen additional people were placed upon
the back of your town, and in place of any reduction of rent it was
increased. Now what increase was made?—So far as I can gather from
the receipts that I have seen, there was Bs. of road money. This charge
for road money was afterwards made into a charge for pasture money.
Then there was Is. of kain. Now, this has of late been added on of our
rent, and then separate road money came in.

16113, What 1s the rent at present paid by the ninety-two families
that are there +—1I cannot tell,

16114. Itis a good deal more than £140+—T believe there is a good
deal more than £140.

16115, And not only is there no reduction of rent from the time of the
forty lots—£140, but there are now more than double the number of
people upon it+—Yes, it is the case, There is scarcely a lot that has not
been subdivided, and the very few that have not been subdivided have
usually two Eamilies living upon them.

16116. You have accounted for fifty-five of the families,——the forty and
the fifteen additional, but there are now ninety-two. Were there any
pecple put in upon them, or was that rise the natural increase t—They are
the natural increase of the place.

16117, In the statement you made you referred to the state of the land
being such that they could not sow early. "We heard it alleged against
the crofters that they did vot plant so early as they ought, Why don’t
they plant so early, or sow their seed T can say for myself, and I
believe I can also speak for the others, that there are many reasons in
which, from the mnature of the soil of my croft, which is so wet, so soft,
that it is quite impossible to put one grain of seed into the ground until
long after the period of sowing is over.

16118, Have you attempted to drain your own land so far as that
could be done I did everything I could to drain it. I made no close
drains, but I made open drains.

16119, Are you guite aware of the importance of early sowing$%—
Quite aware of that.

16120. We heard in some other places that the reason why the crofters
did not sow earlicr was that they could not agree, and that it was
impossible for one man fo begin until they all began. Ts that the case at
Back 1—Well, as far 2s 1 am conecerned, I never found that cause interfere
with our sced time; but where the soil is light—where it is sandy soil—
there might be some foundation for it.

16121. Would you be in favour of a striet regulation among crofters
themselves to agree upon early sowing+—We don’t by any means oppose
any just and fair Jaw that would eontribute to our own advantage.

16122, You spoke about the twelve married men among them who
want land, and also the young men who wish to marry and settle. Are
these people possessed of means to stock the land, or would they require
assistance =—There may be some who would be able to put stock wpon
the land, but there are many others of them whko, on account of the
poverty of their parents and other reasons, have very litile laid by, and
would require assistance.
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16123. Are those you refer to—the twelve married men and the young
men-—strong active men, willing to work +—Quite.

16124, Do you believe that if they got such lands as they would like,
they woald pay a fair rent, and work most industriously until they got it
into a state capable of producing support for themselves?—We believe
they are very much depressed in spirit from the fact that they don’t get
land, in order to get a chance of doing so.

16125. Will you mention the place which you think a snitable place
for making a pier for the people of Back 1—I think there are various
places where it would not be very difficult to make a geod anchorage ; but
because there is a fishing station at Gress, I believe that would be about
as suitable as any.

16124. Have you any idea what it would cost to make a pier that
would be suitable for your purposes—that you might go out and in all
weathers 7—1 can give no idea of the cost of an undertaking of that kind,
but I believe in this particular easeit could be done cheaper than in most

laces.
P 16127. Would you and others be willing to pay a small toll or rent for
the privilege of using it +—Very willing indeed.

16128. The Chairman.—Is it a pier or harbour you are speaking of?
—A pier, I mean a slip or a breastwork ; whereas by a harbour, I meana
place of shelter protected by = breakwater.

16129. And what you want is a harbour inte which the boats may
run #—Yes ; that a boat might enter in all weathers and at all states of the
tide.

16130. What would be the length of such a breakwater 1—It would
require about sixty yards, or perhaps eighty.

16131. How many boats are there that would anchor at Gress if that
were made ?—They would not require to be anchored. They could be
fastened to the quay within the harbour.

16132, But how many would there be in such circumstances I—Sixty
o cighty boats perhaps.

16133. Is there a population around Gress and within three or four
miles of Gress that would own so many boats ?—OQnly during the herring
fishing time,

16134. And then boats come from other places at that time?—Yes ; but
there are plenty of the natives who come thers at the same time,

16135. How many beats do the natives of your township at present
own +—Seven or eight in the particular township and about thirty in the
parish.

16136, Would Gress suit for the whole parish%—Yes, it would be a
suflicient station for the whole parish.

16137. Have you anything further to say —Now, as to the remedies
in order to put matters wpon a proper footing, In the first place, to give
plenty of land to every one who asks for it—that is from six to eight
acres, at an average rent of 10s. per acre according as the soil is worth.
In the second place, we want harbours, so that we can prosecute the
fishing more sucessfully. In the third place, we want that there should
be a fund raised or something provided by Government for providing
stock and improving the land. This money we would pay interest for,
and would pay it back. In the fourth place, we ask that under an Act of
Parliament we and our children in coming generations should have a
right to the seil which we occupy, and compensation for any improvements
that we might make upon the lands or upon the dwelling houses,  Now, if
we geb all these things, we will be able to live in comfort, enjoying the
fruits of the land of our birth and our ancestory,
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16138, Sheriff Nicolson.—Are there no Gaelic words for ©compensa-
tion’ and ‘improvements’%—Well, I would endeavour to express it in
Gaelic.

16139, Is there not a good Gaelic word for improvement +—Yes.

16140, Why did you not put it in (iaelic when you were writing the
Gaelic paper? Why did you choose English -—Because I was not certain
that the Gaelic phrascology would express the same thing.

16141, If you mnever heard the people speaking, or if you had never
spoken yourself about compensation for improvements in Gaclie, what
first put it into your head? Was it English-speaking people *—1I knew
very well what the English phrase meant, but 1 was not sure that T could
express it quite accurately in Gaeliec—that my Gaelic expression would be
a quite accurate rendering.

16142. T asked that question beeause Lowlanders and English people
will be apt to think that Gaelic people have no idea of improvement, and
that they have no word for it. You understand what I mean 3—1I knew
myself the meaning of the phraseology quite well

16143, Is it not a pity that strangers should think that Gaelic people
have no idea of improvement and no word for espressing it? Is it not
likely to put it futo their head that the ideas of the people were got from
outside, and not out of their own heads 9—Perhaps 1t 1s.

16144. The Chairman.—There are fifteen crofters at the back of the
ring fence. Did they fmprove their own land, or was that land improved
for them 2—1It was themselves that improved it

16145. Have you got one of these lotsi—TYes.

16146. How long have you had it -—About thirteen years.

16147, Are you complaining, as one of those who got the fifteen lots
or because the fifteen lots were given %I am here to represent the people
of the township, and to express their canse and complaint.

[Rev. Mr Cameron, Free Church, Back.—T1 wish to explain that the
delegate or witness is in the habit of reading the newspapers for himself,
and it is there he saw the words ‘ compensation” and ‘improvement:.’]

Axeus M‘Leop, Crofter, Aird (70)—examined.

16148, The Chairman.—How many families are there In Aird?—
There are sixteen who have lots and eighteen who have not.

16149, How many families are there paying any rents —=Sixteen on the
rent roll,

16150, Do you represent the crofters or the whole of the thirty-four
families 9—The township. I was born there,

16151. Were you freely elected by the township—Yes,

16152, How many were present at the election?—DMost of those in
the township who pay rent.

16153. Have you any statement to make on behalf of these?—T
remember that sixty years ago the township was occcupied by eight
crofters. The rent then for the township was about £37. When Sir
James Matheson came into the estate the township was divided into
sixteen lots and a piece was cut off it, that of right belonged to the
township of old. The rent was then fixed at £48 or £49. A dyke to
the extent of a few hundred yards was erected round the township by
Sir James. Six shillings of addition was then added to the rent of each
of the sixteen lots on account of the dyke, and it was promised to us, but
not in writing, that when the cost of the dyke would be settled that
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money would be lifted off, and the payment would cease. For ahout
thirty-two years now that dyke has been maintained entirely at the
expense of the crofters. 'We wers paying 3s. for road improvements, and
an Act of Parliament was passed, I helieve, for laying on an assessment
for roads so much in the pound. The 5s. that we formerly paid for read
repair was converted into il pasture money, and for a few years we paid
it under that name. It was then included in the rent without being
specified. ‘When T knew the township, under eight crofts, I have seen
my mother selling grain to the distillery here, and paying the rent with it,
and selling butter at 6d. the 1b., and cheese at 21d the 1b., and paying part
of the rens with it. And now, since the population has become increased,
what I see is that much of the food of the people has fo be brought from
other countries, and thelr kitchen slse. Undoubtedly, much money
eomes into the country mow that did met when I was young The
herring fishery, which did not exist then, brings meney in to us, and the
Royal Naval Reserve brings money into the country. But there is none
of the money that is in these ways brought into the country but must be
expended upon food brought into it from other places, instead of the
food that was produced in the eountry before. The people are kepi
crowded together on the worst part of the land, and the best part of it is
under sheep and tacksmen, who have no families to speak of to support.
I believe that is the cause of much of the poverty of our country. I
have seen—but I don't say that the blame was to be lald to the door of
Sir James or Lady Matheson——a neighbour of mine put out of his own
house, and a member of that family on his death-bed, and the fire of the
family extingnished, and threats uttered againsi any person who took
that man in, that they would be deprived of their lands. I believe that
one way of redressing the poverty of the people is to give them the lands
legitimately and orderly for a proper rent, a reasonable rent. That will
be the means of relieving the poverty of the people. Another thing is,
that T have seen some losing their lives beeause they had no places of
refuge in which to keep their sea property, that is their boats and their
gear. I believe the second means of improving the condition of the
people, would be to provide them with places of safety for their boats and
their boat gear. I believe if things go on as they are,—if the Govern-
ment of the kingdom does not lock to our condition so as to improve the
condition of the people when we have to be getling our food from other
countries,—these countries will deprive this kingdom of the money that
should be expended at home. 1f the people go on descepding into
poverty at the same rate at which they have done within the last thirty
years, I believe the great proportion of the inhabitants of the Highlands
will be on the poors moll, and that their maintenance will be for the
gentry to look to—thab the gentry will have to provide for their
maintenance.

16184, Professor Mackinnon.—Bixty years ago, whenyour own tewn-
ship was under eight people, and paying £37 of rent, what stock was it
that cach of these eight kept?—Five or six milk cows, two or three
younger beasts, of sheep also from half a dozen or a dozen to perhaps
thirty or even forty. 1 have scen my grandfather have forty. They had
no horses. Our land is not suited for horses, They can do nothing
there,

16155, And how were they able to cultivate a big croft sixty years ago
without horses 7—They tilled it with spades as they do still.

16156. Was it these eight crofts that were afterwards made into
sixteen F—Not altogether. Doth ends of the township where the cattle
pasture was were partially divided into new lots.
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16157. Now, you consider that these sixteen crofts are too small?—TI da,

16158. How many suifably-sized crefts could be made out of these
sixteen +—1I should say about ten.

16159, You say the rent of these sixteen erofts is now £49. Do
you say that that rent is toe high 9—I say it is for the land such as i$ is,

16160. What would be a proper rent for the township —1I would say,
looking to the quality of the land, that between £30 and £35 would be
suflicient rent—that is, with the old boundarics of the arable and
pasture Jand of the township.

16161, Then you consider that the rent which was paid sixty years
ago was too high +—TIt was high enough for this rocky ground.

16162, What is the rule just now with regard to the stock that each
man s allowed to keep?  Is there 2 summing +Generally there is not any
summing ; but thirty-three years ago we were told that the rent would be
at the rate of £1 for each cow and five sheep.

16163. For every cow and five sheep a man had to pay £1 rent; but
I suppose now that if he has one cow or five sheep more than his share,
he does not pay £1 more 3—Xo.

16164, Arnd if he has a cow or five sheep less than his proper share he
does not pay £1 less +—~No, he gets no reduction of his rent if he had no
beasts at all.

16165, Are there many in the place that are short of stock +—The
majority of them are so. The ground cannot maintain their proper stock.

16166, Are there any who have more than they should have —1I don’s
know that there are any who have more than they have a right to.

16167, Are there any who have a full stock I—I don’t think there are,
unless there are one or two.

16168. And how is the ground able to keep these %—The great part of
the stock is kept up with bought food. The man who has eattle sells the
fodder to the man who has none.

16169. I understand that about the winter feeding, but what about ths
summer feeding? Does the man who has more stock pay something to the
men who has less —XNo, unless he has more stock than he should have.

16170. And then he will pay to some one who has less than his
summing '—Yes.

16171, Would it not be better that there should be a strict regulation
that would limit the amount of stock kept by each to the amount the
croft would snpport & The land ought to be able to keep up stock that
would pay for it.

16172, Would it not be better that no man should be allowed to keep
more stock than the eroft conld support *—1It would, certainly.

16173. You say that ten families could live in comfort in your town-
ship, and there are just now thirty-four families How would you
provide for the other twenty-four —1 would give them a share of the good
waste lands that bring forth no crops, and that are to be found in the
island.

16174. Do you mean to say there is a sufficient amount in your cwn
parish for the population of the parish #—I cannot say exactly, but I
believe there nearly is.

16175, What are the names of the vacant facks in your parish that you
evuld apportion among crofters +—Aigmsh, Gormacleite, Holm.

16176. And you think that if these places were opened up to the
people of the parish they would get erofts as large as the crofts you would
apportion among the ten in your own township %I am not sure that
these three farms would, but I believe the whole surrounding couniry
would.
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16177. You think that if the whole of the island of Lewis were
taken into account, there is a suflicient amount of land within it to
provide suitable crofts for the whole of its present population +—I believe
£0.

16178, You complain that the poverty of the pecple is such that the
money that is received for herring and the wages the people get in the
Reserve are not expended in the country., Do you think more of this
money would be expended in the country if the people had such crofts as
you speak of ¢~ There would be no occasion to send so much money out of
the country. -

16179. Will you explain how that could bet—A man who had
sufficient land to produce crops on which his family could live, would
not need to expend money in buying food that grew elsewhere,

16180. But then such a man would not require to go and make
money. How would you expect the people who make their money by
the herring fishing to spend their money in the eountry 9 I sappose you
mean that they would buy with the money they get at the fishing what
they require within the couniry, and would not require to send the
money out of the country to pet food and necessaries I—I believe they
would, and that if those who make money ab the herring fishing, and
expend i buying food from other countries, had land producing food for
themselves and their families at home, they would not need to expend
their money outside the island.

16181, When you spoke of getting the land legitimately and orderly,
did you mean a reasonable rent +—YVYes,

16182. Did you mean anything else than that 7—I meant that the land
laws for the poor people should be regulated by the Queen and Parlia-
ment and by the country under an Act of Parliament,

16183. When you spoke about a reasonable rent, whom did vou expect
to fix that rent,—the proprictor, or the tenant, or both between them, or
someboedy else t—I think if the landlord would appoint a persen to value
the land, mo person could settle the value of it so well as those who had
been labouring upon it.

16134. Do you really think the tenant alone should be left to fix the
rent of the land #—1I think he ought.

16183, The big tenant as well as the small tenant +—Well, T cannot
g2y as to the tacksman, He does not look to what he can produce out of
the land. His eye is o what is on the surface of the land, and not to
what comes out of it.

16186. Supposing you got your good croft at a reasonable rent, what
means would you take to prevent that croft being split up again t—Well,
I cannot say about that. The population will undoubtedly go on increas-
ing, and the surplus of them will be in want of land, as they are to-day.

16187. You remember a time when your own place, if properly worked,
could keep yon comfortable, and you think if the whole land were given
just now tc the present peopulation it would do so still, but what means
would you take to prevent the present state of things occurring again +—1I
believe there is a good part of our township now that is yielding crop
which did not do so when there were only eight tenanta,

161588, You said the people were quite comfortably off sixty years ago,
but you also stated that as compared with thirty years ago they were
much better off then than now. Are you prepared to abide by the
staternent —Yes.

16189. Thirty years ago was just a few years after the great potato
discase and after a succession of very bad years. Wero the people better
off during these years %—They were.
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16190. Leaving out this year, were they better off then than they have
been of late years?—There was on each croft at that time, only one
family, but now there are two or three.

16191. So that the main cause of the present distress is the sub-
division of the crofts I—That is one great cause.

16192, And you would remedy it by spreading them over the vacant
places?-—Yes.

16193, The Chairman.~—You have stated that the tenant should fix
what is a reasonable rent, and I am going to inquire in what mode you
would fix a reasonable rent. In your father's time butter sold for &éd.
and cheese 24d. per 1b,, and so on, and yet you propose to reduce the
rent of your farm bhelow what it then paid. On what ground do you
propose to reduce it from what it was at a time when the price of
produce was so low %—Butter and cheese are dearer now than they were
then, but cheese and bufter are not made by the peasantry of Lewis as
they were then.

16194, Butif the number of tenants were reduced to what it was,
then would not butter and cheese he made as before —Yes, but I dew't
believe the buiter and cheese would be so goed as they were formerly,
because the land is run out and exhausted since then.

16195, How do you propose then fo fix what you call a reasonable
rent%—1I should say that the way would be to choose in each township
three or four men who had come to years, who would fix the total rent
for the township. These elders should apportion that rent among the
erofts aceording to their respective value.

16196. Do you consider yourself old enough to be one of these
elders —There is no saying whether I shall ever see anything of what I
. speak of,

16197, But if you did see it, on what ground would you fix the rent
of any particular croft ?—1I would fix it on this ground, to put a higher
rent upon the best land, and a lower rent npon the worst land.

16198, Do you think that the wvalue of produce should have.any
connection with the value of land +—1 would say that the rate of the
rent should be fixed according to the produce the land could bring forth.

16199. And that it the prices rise in the course of years land might be
revalued at higher rents according to the rise in prices #-—1I don't think it
would be snitable to alter the rent, for the markets might change with
the different years.

16200. I was referring to averages of years and not to single years {
—1T think that should be left to those who had the Government of the
land.

16201. Do you mean the Government of the country 3— Yes.
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16202, But your idea is that if the land were once valued it shounld -

remain at that rent for ever It is my opinion that the rent should not
be altered for a certain time at any rate.

16203. You think it might be altered after a certain fime¥—It
might.

16204. Supposing you were to value it now as against twenty years
ago, would you take into account the state of the markets at both dates,
and the price of corn and grain at each date, and of all the produce of the
land +—Yes, that certainly would be a main cause of fixing the rent ancw.
At the same time, the valuator would also have to fake into account
whether the tenant had also expended any labour on the farm, the value
of which at this date has not become exhausted,

16205. Mr Fraser-Muckintosh.—You have been asked upon what
grounds you would fix the rent. Do you know upon what grounds the
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factor or proprietor fixes the renti—1I don't know on what ground they
make up their estimate.

16206. Is it not likely that the only ground is to get as much as they
con for it?—We can see that undoubtedly. It is clear to us that they
ask as much as they can—that they ask what is not lawfalL

16207. When there is a rise put upcn the erofters and others-—a rise
of £1 or a few shillings—do you know what possibly enters into the
proprietor’s or factor's minds when he takes upon himself to fix that risel
—1 don’t know, except to bring in more money to themselves.

16208, Mr Cameron.—Does it not oceasionally happen that the
praprietor or factor tells them the cause of the rise 7—We get no account
of the reazon why such increases are made, except that we are told what
taxes are added.

16209. But have there been any increases on your eroft of recent
years —Nothing, since the time I mention when the crofts were lotted
out, except the &s. of road money which was changed into pasture
money.

ALEXaNDER Mackenzrn, Crofter, Branahine (64)—examined.

16210. . The Chairman.—How many families are there at Branahine?
—There ars twenfy-four families paying rent, and there are about three
who don’t pay rent.

16211. Do you represent the tenants, or both the fenants and cottars?
—1T represent both.

16212. How many were present when you were elected +—There were
considerably more than the half present.

16213. Aund you and Donald Morrison were freely elected ¥-—Yes,

16214. You produce a paper. Was that prepared before that meeting
st which you were elected 7—It was prepared after I was elected.

16215. Did you write it yourself —No.

16216, Was it dictated +—Yes, we dictated it. The whole township
was present when it was being written. —* Branaliine, May 29, 1883, To
¢ thie Boysl Commissioners of Inquiry of the Grievances of the Highlands
¢ and Islands.—Honoured Gentlemen—Having this opportunity of stating
¢our grievances, we the undersigned do hereby state some of them
¢ briefly as follows :—Ist, Previous to Sir James Matheson obtaining
¢ the island of Lewis, Branahine consisted of fifteen crofters, paying
¢ £60 rent, now it consists of twentyfive crofters, with an aditional
¢ rental of £16. 2nd, All the common pasturage which our ancestors
*had was faken from ws with very litile exzeeption, and given to
“large farms; also the sea-weeds which were annexed to our crofts
¢ twas taken from us and given to Melbost farm, which was not in its
¢ immediate vicinity. Last of all, the township of Melbost was thrust on
¢ the little pasturage that was left us with their cattle, so that we have to
¢ pay for the grazing of our cattle from the one end of the year to the
¢ other, on the very ground which we ourselves had less than forty years
¢ ago, but now in the possession of strangers, so that those that were rearing
¢ a stock of six milch cows with three or four of smaller animals cannot
¢ rear one single cow without buying her food. If a large amount of
¢ money were expended on thisisland as an excuse of raising our rents, it
¢ was more to our ruin than for our improvement, for wo challenge any
* one who can prove that one single shilling was spent in lmproving our
¢ crofts or houses.’
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16217. When were the additional crofters thrown upen you +—From
fifteen to twenty years ago.

16218. You are referring to the township of Branahine +—TYes,

16219. Where did the additional ten erofters now at Dranahine come
from #—The township in the parish next to us ealled Holm was cleared,
and the people thrown in upon us.

16220, Were you in possession of a croft at that time 2—TYes,

16221, Have you got that land still, or did you lese part of it9—T have
it yet. I lost nothing of my eroft strictly so called, but these people
were thrown in upon us at the upper portion of our township, and the
new lots were lotted out to them there, so that our hill pasture was re-
duced in that way.

16222, Was any of the land on the new lots improved or did the
tenants improve it themselves A little of the land was improved for
them by the proprietor.

16223. Have they improved more themseclves since then +—Yes, much
more,

16224, Do you know at whot rent they were settled there 1—1 conld
not tell, but T believe each pays about £4 to-day.

16325, Has their rent been raised since they entered upon these lots?
—TYes, for additional pasture land they got.

16226, Bot their rent has not been raised in consequence of their own
improvements }—I believe not.

16227, The £16 additional of which you speak applies, T suppose, to
those crofters who had land improved for them $—No, this additional
£16 was added to the original erofts, not to these others that were sent
in at all. This portion of ground at the back of our crofts was taken
from us, and ne abatement was made in consequence of that, and the £16
additional was added on all the same.

16328, What is the rent of the whole twenty-four to-day '—I cannot
tell accurately,

16229. Were the present inhabitants of delbost brought to Melbost
of late years?—No, there have always been people in Melbost. When
Melbost people lost their land, they were added to our township, and
they have themselves no portion of the out pasture which originally
belonged to the township—nothing exeept what is within the ring fence,

16230, Then at present the Branshine pasture is commton to the
Branahine people and the Melbost people +—VYes.

16231, Do the Melbost people pay additional rent for t]_llb pasture they
got from the Branahine people #—There was no scparate arrangement with
regard to rent. They pay the rent they paid before when they had their
own pasture land.

16232, What rent do you yourself pay ?—T got fresh land. It was
very Tough, and I tock it all in myself. I trenched and drained it, and
I pay ahout 21s. of Lare rent for it

16233, How long is it since you got this plece of ground i—Over
twenty years,

16234, Where were you before then I—Always in the township. My
father and grandfather were there before me,

16235. Who has the land your father and grandfather had before
you %—A brother of mive.

16236, Then this increase from sixteen to twenty-five is not entirely
by parties brought in; it is partly by the natural increase of the popula-
tion —Yes, some is due to the increase of the place.

16237. Do you kunow how much is duc to each cause 7—I could not
tell at the moment.
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16238. How much land have you got +—About four acres of improved
land.

16239. What stock do you keep t—One cow and one sheep. T a'so
keep a horse; but my rent does not allow me to keep & horse, and I
arrange with another man for its keep,

16240. What does the keep of the horse cost I—Well, the horse is
grazed by a son-in-law of my own, and that makes it cheaper.

16241. Do you plough thie croft sith the horse, or let it cut for hire?
—Yes, I plough my croft with it, and I hire the horse ouf foo.

16242, Have you any promise of compensation for the land you
improved +—I have no promise.

16243, Have you any promise of being allowed to hold it for any
length of time ?—XNothing of the kind. We are told we have 1o claim
upon anything beyond the bounds of arable ground. Supposing we
mzke any complaint with regard to the out hill pasture, we are told that
we have no cause of complaint with regard to it—that our rights are
limited by arable ground.

16244, By ‘we’ you mean those who got hill to improve 1--1 mean
the whole of the croffers in the place.

16245, Mr Cameron.—What do you and those whom you represent
wish should be done now to remedy the state of matters —More pasture
ground, and relief from the heavy pressure of the burdens of rent and
taxation that are laid upon us

16246, Do you think your rent of £1, 1s. is hirh for the amount of
ground vou have got and the cow and sheep which you keep?—XNo, I
would not consider it too high if it had cther necessaries attached to it.

16247. You mean more pasture, I suppose +—Yes, more pasture.

16248. But if you had more pasture would you expect to pay more
rent or would you expect the pasture in addition to what you have all for
the guinea ?—That piece of pasture ground at the back of our croits
which was taken from us we still pay a rent for, in respect that there was
no abatement made when we were deprived of it. Some of it was
restored to us.

16249, But you say you consider your rent would not be bigh if you
nad other advantages added to it. If you had cother advantages, would
you expect to get it for the same rent, or would you he prepared to pay
wdditional for it?—We were deprived of pasture, and there was no
abatement of rent.

16250, I understand you think you ought to have the same holding
with additional pasture for the same rent1—It would be easier for me to
pay additional rent if T had some more pasture.

16251. Where is this land to be got, and who holds the additional
pasture which you wish to get?—The old moorland pastures of the
township are now attached to the tack of Upper Holm.

16252, Do you know whether that tacksman has a long lease or not?
—1I canmnot tell.

16233, Suppose the proprietor found that at the expiry of this lease
more land could be added to the crofts—do you think the erofters could
stock the land, or do yom agree with the statement made by other
delegates, that the Government should assist tbe crofters to stock the
Yand #—I think we will require Government assistance, as previous
delegates said

16254, It is stated here that in the improvements that were cxecuted
by the proprietor not one shilling was spent in improving your crofts or
houses. I understand that refers to the old crofts, hut that some
improvements were made on ihe new crofts }—These additional crofts
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that were cut outof the back portion of their crofts, and upon which
some money was expended, are called by a separafe nome. It s a
distinet township now, and so the statement is true that not one penny
was expended on our township.

16235, Dut money was spent upon crofters in a different locality 12—
Yes, the proprietor expended money in improving crofts at Holm,
but these dont belong to our parish. Holm is in the parish of
Stornoway.

16256, Were the people who were employed in making these improve-
ments natives of the place I—They were Harris mien, the greater portion
of them. Some belonged te the place.

16257. Was there much other work going on at that tiwe in the
district +—Yes, there was a good deal. It was at the time people were
removed from Harris and they eame over upon the Lewis side of the
mareh in order to provide for their familics. It was the neighbourhood
of Stornoway they eame to.

16258, I suppose the people prefer getting work at home to having to
go south to find it +¥—Very much.

16259, Ilave the crofters had their attention directed to the new estate
regulations with respect to the improvement of houses 7 Yes, ail the
pecple have seen the leases.

16260. Have the people in your township iaken advantage of these
regulations to improve their houses +—Yes, there are some that have
taken advantage to some extent of these regulations, but we have no great
encouragemrent in doing so when we have no security against removal.
‘We had not even a lease of the place.

16261, Don't the regulations themselves give that very security you ask
for+—1I have not seen that any oue among us has got it yet.

16262. liave you asked for it +—1I cannot say that we did.

16263, Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—What is the name of the tenand of
Holm +—3r Helme.

16264. s Hobn a good {arm 1—Yes, it is a good farm.

16265, Were any improvements made upon that farm by the pro-
prietor }—Yes, a good deal.

16266. What was the natuve of them +—Fences were set up, parks
were made, and a good deal of it was trenched.

16267, Is all the land that was ome under cuilivation by crofters
cultivated on that farm $-—Yes, the whole of it was cultivated, as far as T
can make out, and more,

16268. Do you know how many pairs of horses he keeps #—There ate
two pairs always. ’

16269. Do you know how many families reside upon that furm ?—I
am not aware there is ruore than one family—the grieve’s family. The
rest are unmarricd people who work the farm,

16270. Has he got any cottars dependent npon him other than those
who are necessary to work the farm +—No.

16271. Are there sheep upon this farm of Holm 1—Yes.

16272. A good lot %—They vary. The tenant has two or three other
tacks, so that he can change the stock.

16273, In this island %—He has other two upon this estate.

16274, Where are these +—Galston and Upper Barvas. )

16275, Was it for the benefit of the people that were once upon this
farm of Holm that they were removed to other places I—They were not
willing to go. They were sent away against their will, and the lands
they had were added to the tack upon each side of them.

16276. Have the people been falling off ever singe in their ecircum-

LEWIS.

STORXO0WAY.

Alexander
Mackenzie,



1044 Highlands and Islands Commission.

LEWIS. stances—those that were so removed +—They are not betier off now than
they were then,

16277. Who has got the farm of Melbost now $—Mrs Houston,
Alexander 16273. Were there people removed from that farm 9—XNo, bat all the
Mackenzie. outb pasture was taken from them.

16279. Was that of considerable consequence to them $—Yeos, it was of
very great conscquence to them. The loss of it was of great injury to
ther.

16280, Was the position of your father much better than your own i—
Yes, he was well off.  He lacked nothing that was necessary for a man’s
support.

16281. Have you yourself been industrious all your days, endeavouring
to make the best of it #—Yes,

16282, And yeb you are a poor man $—Yes. My position is nothing
compared with what my father's was,

STORXODWAY.

Torquir. M‘Leop, Crofter and Fisherman, Knock (10)-—examined,

Toriuil 16283, The Chairman.—Have you been freely elected Ly the people
MLeod.  of Knock —Ves,

16284, How many were present when you were elected I—Forty or
fifty, at least.

16285, How many families are there in the {ownship of Knock —
Torty-four or thereahouts,

16286. Then the people who elected you came from other places than
Enock ¥—There were a few from other places.

16287. But most of the Knock people were there #--There were
scarcely any people but the people of the place.

16288, Have you any statement to make on the part of the people of
Knock —1 bave io say, in the first place, on their behalf, that to begin
with, a portion of the arable land of the township was taken away from
them to provide a site for a manse and a glebe for the Established
Church. Then a piece of macher land that we had was taken from them
and added to the tack of Atgnish; that is, a green sward over a patch of
sand. Then the moorland pasture which our fathers lLad we were
deprived of, so that if we now will send a cow for a fow weeks to that
moorland pasture we must pay 2s. a head for the period, and 4d. for
sheep for the same pasture ground for a seitled period. Then the people
in the township are very much crowded together, and the ground ontside
our township is given to other erofters.  While they wete deprived of
this pasture land there was no abatement in the rent, so that in the
preseat circumstances of the township of Knock I can see no way by
which the people can, live. There is another specific thing connccted
with the fishing that is one 0f the causes of the poverty of the people.
It affects more or less the whale populatien, but especially our township.
During the last twenty years five boats were lost in our township for
want of a place of refuge. The five hoats belonged to the sams erew,
They were lost in the gale of October Jast. Seven of the boats belonging
o Knock were utterly destroyed upon the lst of October last for want
of a place of refuge. Things have come to such a pass by our being
deprived of our pasture, and for want of places of refuge, that if in these
Tespects We are not relieved, this island of Lewis, so far as I can see, will
¢ome in a short time to be a burden upon the rest of the nation. I ean
zee no Temedy for improving the condition of the people unless Parliament
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will see fit to deal justico to the people, by giving them additional land, and
providing harbours of refuge to enable them to save their property on the
sea. I believe the people should get the waste land that is locked up
from them, through the whole island at present being under sheep and
deer, and of no great use to the people. I remember the tack adjoining
our township having been occupied by a crofting population. I could
purchase a stone of meal from them when I reguired it, a barrel of
potatoes, a bushel of oats, and a piot of mitk. I see nothing on that farm
to-day except green grass, Tushes, and white sheep; and they even
attempt to prevent us from approaching the fishing port which our fishers
used, and which is one of two used by us, one of them being upon this
farm,

16279, Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.— What was the rent of the place before
they began to take things away, beginning with the glebe *—1I cannot
tell.

16290. What is it now 1—I am not quite certain.

16291. Do you know what extent of land was taken for the glehe t—
Ahout five acres.

16292, Any hill land 3—I am not aware he got any pasturage.

16293, What was the extent of the pisee of macher land that was
taken from you and given to Aignish }—Probably about ten or twelve
acres,

16294, What were the other parks taken away from you, to which
you had to pay 2s.%—The summer moorlands grazing,

16295, Was that of considerable extent and value fo you 1—It was of
great use to the people.

16296. That park, 1 uoderstand, was not given to anybody, but
simply a rent was put upon it+—It is now what we call a forest, and
there are deer upon it; but we are allowed to send our cattle there, and
we pay that amount to the proprietor for the privilege.

16297, Is that forest let to a tenant, or the right of shooting $—8o far
as I know, it is in the hands of the proprietor.

16298. Has the forest any particular name }—Wae have no distinctive
name for it.

16299, Is it near the mountain of Murnich 3—Xo; it les west from
here about three or four miles, out upon the road leading to Gara-na-hine.

16300. Can you mention how many crofters were placed upon you, and
where they came from +—There were at first four placed wpor cne end of
our township.

16301, Where from?—One came from an adjacent township called
Swardale, and three eame from among curselves, There have been six
placed on the other end.

16302. Where did they come from +—They all belonged to the place.

16303. Then ii comes to this that the lands were all subdivided $—
Yes, it came to that.

16304. You stated that, in your young days, you could huy milk and
‘other things from the neighbouring tack. What tack was that -1t was
a Mr Alexander that occupied it, and the farm was Aiguish.

16305. Was it regularly cnliivated +—Yes,

16306, And it is now a sheep farm 1—VYes.

16307. Do you consider that the introduction of a sheep farm in that
way is less beneficia] to the neighbours and to the country at large than
an arable farm %I think it is of less use to both the neighbowing people
and the country at large.

16308, You spoke about s0 many boats being unfortunately destrored
connected with the herring fishery, You heard it stated that about Gress
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was a very good place for a harbour or pier. Would & pier at that place
be suitable for you 1—At some portions of tho year it might, and others
not. The distanee iz about fiftecn miles by land, and seven or eight
mules by sea.

16309. Do you fish upon the Gress side or the Stornoway side chiefly
—TIt is at Gress that we fish herring just now. We go there every
Monday, and come home on the Saturday. Herring are not found beside
us now as they used to be.

16310. Do you know that the present rent, though you could not
mention the amount, is bigwer than the rent was before the glebe was
taken off +The rent is higher to-day. I am quite convinced of that.

16311. And you got no allowance for that or the piece of macher
land 7—XNothing whatever. I would like to speak about the school. We
have great reason to complain of the excessive school rate and the little
advantage which the young children enjoy in return for the burden that
is laid upon us. I would be excesdingly pleased to know that some
change would be made in the administration of eduveation that would
improve the education of the children, even supposing the burden should
remain, There 13 one thing which I personally refer to as a burden,
because I had a large number of children of school age. It is this, that
at the time of summer, when it was easier for the children, badly clothed
and sometimes badly fed as they were, to attend school regularly, and
when it was easier for us to send them there, the school was
vacant. I think it wounld be altogether for the circumstances of such
places as ours—where we have bad roads and illfed and poorly-
clad weak children, that the vacation should come in winter ‘instea:
of in summer. Another thing in connection with the progress that the
children are able to make under the present mode of education is this,
that I consider the Act is an Act that has really come in order to deprive
us people of the Highlands of any school worthy of the name,

1%312. How far is the school {from you 7—It is just about a2 quarter of
4 niile,

16313. Are your children not ahle to go that quarter of a mile in
winter —1How can you expect our children to attend regularly in winter
with bad roads in frost and snow?

16314. Have you a vote in the election of the Sehool Board I—XNo.

16315. Are you aware there is any dissatisfaction in the parish,
generally speaking, with the administration of the School Board ?—I1
know that the great majority are dissatisfied.

16316. Have the great majority attempted to put in a board that
would please themselves 7—They have not the chance.

16317. Don’t you know that everybody who pays £4 of rent hasa
vote{—Yes, but I know that the great majority of the crofters in my
parish don't pay £4.

16318, But are not the great majority of electors erofters, paying £4 of
rent 7—Yes, that is the case.

16319. Aud why is it that if the crofters are not satisfied with the
board, they don't endeavour to put in a board that would suit them-
selves —I cunnot tell what the mind of the other people is upon the
subject.

16320, Have the people of your district ever represented te your
board that they wish the children’s holidays to be in winter 1—1 am not
aware that the people of our township have brought it under their notice
until now,

16321, Sheriff Nicolson.—What did you pay for school rates last
year }—3s. 8d. upen the £3, 15s, rent,
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16322. How many children have you going to school 2—Three,

16323. What fees are they charged —One shilling a quarter for each.

16324. Are your children not well taught?—I don't see much im-
provement in them.

16325. Are you able to judge yourself 7—Yes, in 3o {ar as they have yet
gone.

16326. Are you a goed English schelar I am not a greab English
scholar in any way, but I can test their education so far as it has gone.

Kexxren M*Leop, Crofter, Garabost (54)—examined.

16327, Sheriff Nicolson.—Your stalement is as follows :—* Statement
“to be laid before the Royal Commission by the delegates of the
¢ Garabost crofters. When the brickwork commenced about thiriy-
*five years ago in our neighbourkood, the best part of our hill pasture
‘was taken from ws and attached to it. This was made into parks
‘enclosell by turf dykes, These dykes we had to keep in repair
‘tili about two years ago, without receiving any wages for our labour.
¢ Paraffin oil manufacture was also for some time carried on in connection
¢ with this brickwork, and a stranger who came to superintend it got part
¢ of our pasture also; and our peat bunks were taken from us for the use
‘ of these works, and we had to cut them at a much greater distance from
‘our houses, and sometimes the peats we cut in the latter place were
¢ carried away without our consent and without payment. One man, who
¢ cut some in the old place after we were told to give it up, had to pay a
¢ fine of £2, and his rent was raised 10s., and he still pays this increase of
¢ rent which was imposed upwards of twenty years age. If our cattle or
¢ horses entered the parks even in winter we had to pay pound money for
“them. The children who attended the cattle were often ill used. The
“new part of our township was once common pasture, and we got ne
¢ reduction of rent when deprivel of it, bat instead of this, we had to pay
* Bs. once paid as road money for the almost useless park which remained,
¢ The road money is now paid by a tax of sixpence per pound of rental.
¢ The rent of the whole township now, including that of the parks and of
¢ the new part of the township, is nearly double of what it was furty years
“ago. Although the loss of life and property from want of proper
¢ harhour accommodation has been considerable, we got mo help or
¢ encouragement from the estats for making a harbour ; atsl a quay which
¢ was made at Bayble by the stranger with the help of the fishermen,
¢ who contributed £1 per crew, was destroyed, the stones having been
‘ removed for making improvements connected with the estate. Suppos-
‘ing & man on the day of collecting the rents, from some unavoid-
fable cause, failed to answer his name when called, no explanation
¢ whatever would exempt him from paying a fine of Is. This applies
‘ only to the time of our present factor’s predecessor. If any one dared
* to seek redress of these grievances, the uniform result was a threat to
¢ deprive him of bhislands. When Kenneth M‘Leod, one of the delegates,
¢ buailt a house on his father’s croft twenty-five years ago, a fine of £0 was
* imposed, and on succeeding another crofter some time later, he had to
¢ pay £6 of arrears which were due by his predecessor. The remedies
* we would propose are—l]. Larger holdings. There are several large
¢ gheep farms available for this. 2. Fair rents, fixed by arbitration. 3,
¢ Fixity of tepure, and compensation for improvements.—KENNETH +
* M‘Leop, delegate ; TorquiL M‘Lrop, delegate.’
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16328, How many fenants are in Garabost ]—Sixty-uine.

16329, Do you know how much rent they pay 2—Over £180, so far as
I can make ont.

16330. When was it raised last?-—Qur being deprived of oulpasture
was 2 rise of rent, because it was upon this pasture we were able to feed
nur stock.

16331, Who commenced this brickwork 1—Sir James Matheson, the
proprictor.

16332, And the hill pasture was taken from you then?—Yus

16333, And the rent continued the same 7—There was no alatement ;
on the contrary, this additional 5s. was placed upon us.

16334, What had the brickwork to do with it?—The briekworks
ave fenced round, and there are four parks surrounding the hrickwork,
and these are rented out, and we got no reduction. .

16335. Are these works still going on #—Yes.

16336. Were you obliged to keop these dykes in repair }—Yes, we were
lieeping up that dyke.

16337, What had you to do with the dykes?—We were so nmch
afraid of the estate people, that we were afraid if we did not do what they
liked in keeping up the dyke, we should be deprived of the small holding
we had.

16338. Were you relieved of that two years age +—Yes.

16339, Did you never get anything for all the trouble of keeping up
the dykes during all the time -—Not a penny.

16340. Were these dykes of any use to you?—They were very
injurious to us. We could not get to the well without going over these
dykes, and besides, the people on the other side would not aliow us to
take the water,

16341, Were any of your people employed on these brickworks —
Yes, some of us would be working in it, but there were regular workers at
the brickwork, and they were keeping these enclosures as their own
pasture ground.

16342, Was your peat bog entirely taken from you at the time for
the use of these works +—Yes,

16343. How far was it from you then?—We had to go a good bit to
geb any peat bank.

16344, You speak of a man being fined £2 for culting peats in the old
place I—VYes,

16345, And his rent was raised —7Yes,

16346. How long since +—Twanty years ago.

16347. Who was the factor +—0ld Munro.

16348. I suppose you have no fear of that being done to you again &
We are tired of that administration anyhow.

16349. Have they all got cows—Yes.

16350. How many have you yourself ! —Three,

16351. What is your rent ?—Including taxes, it is £3, 12s. Bome of
them only keep two cows, some one. We are deprived of pasture land,
and cannot keep stock,

16352, How do you manage to keep these three cows?—The three
would not make one good cow.

16353, Are you mostly fishermen t—Yes, the young people.

16354. Is there any place in your township where a harbour could he
made +—Yes.

16355. Would the same place do for you and Dayblel—Yes. Itisin
Bayble that we used to keep our boats.

16356, You say that the stones of a quay that was made there were
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removed end destroyed for the purpose of being used in sowe works
connected with the estate }-—Yes, there ts no doubt of that.

16357. Who did it} Where were the stones put —Many can testify
to that, There was a steamer carrying away the stones from that quay
all the way to Stornoway.

16358. Was that in Sir James Matheson’s time +—Yes.

16359, Why did the people allow that to be done}—We were so
much depressed by the hard times we had and the administration we
were under—we were 80 thoroughly accustomed to the word ¢ you will
¢ be deprived of your land.’

16360. Do you think, if you bad gone and told Sir James Matheson
kimself, he would have allowed such a thing to be dose as destreying
your pier —We cannot tell

16361. You did not try +—No, we never did.

16362. Was the quay really of any use +—VYes, it was the quay where
the boats used to throw ont their herring. Mauy a score of erans of
herring did T myself put ashore there.,

15363. Did the people themselves ercct the quay?—It was Mr

Methven that built the quay, but in order to recoup himself for his
expense, he levied £] upon every boat that was in Dayble,—£1 for
once,—and that was an excellent bargain for them.

16364. And were the stones of that quay removed altogether —The .

stones were not entirely taken away ; the quay was rendered perfectly
useless, {for when once the sea was able to make a breach in ou it, by the
stones being removed, it was of no further use. *

16365. Did you build a house on your father's eroft 2—Yes.

16366. Had you any fine to pay for that liberty 1—1I paid £5 of a fine.

16367. What was that for ¥—3When I built the house there was only
my father and mother and one brother and a little sister.  After build-
ing the house, I offered the factor to pull it down again if he would not
impose this fine upon me, but he told me that, supposing I should puli
it down, I should have to pay a fine of £4—the difference being only £1.
I eonsidered it would be a very poor house indeed that was not worth
that.

16368. Were you petting a share of your father’s croft when you had
this bouse +—1 had a third pertion of the croff, and T was paying the rent
along with my father ever since I was seventeen years of age, and helping
the family.

16369. Did you build the hounse at your own expense +—Yes.

16370. Do you remember what it ecost you }—I cannot tell exactly
what the first house cost me, but T have an idea what my present house
cost.

16371. How much was that 1—£90.

16372, Is it a very good house —It is a slated house.

16373. Was the building of your former house, for which you were fined
£5. against the regulations of the estate %—DProbably it was at the time
against the regulations of the estate ; but then I offered to pull the house
down, and that would not relieve me of my fine, they were so keen for it

16374, Who was the factor at the time I—Donald Muno.

16375, Huve you a lease of your own present vreft3—XNo, It has
coertainly had to do with the character of the buildings on the estates,—
tlie little encouragement we got in these matters, and the use of that
phrase T stated before—of casting up to them that they would be
deprived of their land.

16376. What induced you to build suech an expensive house $-—Tr
provide & comfortable dwelling for myself ard my family.

* See Appendix A, XL.
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16377. But did you get no assurance of compenzation for the value of
the house —No,

16378. Have you any such assurance now %—XNo; I believe that the
want of such assurance prevents men from improving their dwellings in
this place.

16379. Had you also to pay £6 of arrears for another man inte whose
croft you eame —VYes.

16380. Was he any relation of yours?—XNo. The man who was in
arrears was no relation of mine. An uncle of mine assumed this croft as
joint tenant with him, and hoth fell into arrears, and theun I had to pay
Liis £6 of arrears before I got possession. The mau fell in arrears, but
there were no arrears against my uncle.

16331. Yon say the people are discouraged by the want of assurance
of compensation; how was it that yon had so much courage as to
dispense with the assurance I—T had some spirit to undertake the matter,
but for many a long day I was looking upon it as a foolish proceeding.

16332, Have you ever repented of building that big house?—Yes, I
have ;—when we wete deprived of that back pasture jand and the other
matters T have mentioned,

16333. Has that been done since you got your house 1—2Not altogether.
Some of it was done before I buiit my house. Things were not so high
then as they have been since I built the house.

16334. The Chairman,—It has been represented to me that the quay
which you said was destroyed for the use of the estate was broken by
storms, and the stones were scattered upon the shore, before they were
tonehed.  'Was that so —That is not the case. The stones were removed
first, and it was the breach caused by the removal of these stones that
gave the sea the advantage over it.

16385, It is also stated that the quay was built by Sir James
Matheson, and not by Mr Methven at all —Of one thing [ am certain,
that £1 was iaid upon every one to meet the expense of the guay, and
that was pall to Mr Methven, fish-carer. We as Highlanders and
Islesmen don’t distrust and dislike one another at all, although we are so
much crowded in upon each other. Our grievance is, that we were
deprived of the lands, and that these have been given away to tacksmen,
deer, and sheep, There was a dyke fence that was built between Aignish
and our township, and we paid for the building of that dyke—the half
of it—the tacksman paid the other half. Now, his sheep come to us
when our own cattle are on the moorfand pasture, and when any of ours
will go to him, whether sheep or cattle or horses, he charges money for
them. We canunot charge him in return ; we ave s0 depressed that the
fear of the estate management and the like of that has tuken the courage
out of us,

{ApsoursED.]
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Present —

Sir Kennerr 8. Mackexzig, Bart.,, Chairman,
Doxarp Caxerox, Esq, of Lochiel, M.P.

C. Fraser-Mackinross, Fsq., M. P,

Sheriff Ncorsox, LL.D,

TProfessor Mackixxox, AL A

Jonx Stewart, Crofler and Fisherman, Bayble (50}—examined,

16386. The Chairman.— Were you chosen by the people of Baylle to John
respresent them +—Yes. Stewart,

16387, What number of people are there in the township #—This
township—Bayble—is really divided into four different places, for every
one of which delegates were appointed. I cammot speak for the whole of
them, but T ean speak for Upper Bayble.

16388, What is the number of families in Upper Bayble +—About
gixty.

16389, Diid the people know of the meeting when you were chosen §
—The whole township was present when I was elected.

16390. Huave you any statement to make on the part of the township %--
In the first place, I have to say we have too little land, and again we are
much crowded together because of the numerous population,—poor crofts
and hLigh rents  Tua this way we are so much reduced, so far brought
down, that it i= with the utmost difficulty that we are able to keep body
and soul together,—people gathered from all parts of the island and thrown
in upon us, and new lots apportioned out at our very doors for these
people, so that we cannof move about freely and carry peats or any other
supplies to our own houses,—a fence dyke round us, and the only bit that
we had in order to get to our peat moss was this year taken from us and
. given to another man, so that new we are in a worse plight than ever.
1f we had land, and T myself, as head of a family, endeavouring to rear
my family as well as T can,—if I had an opportunily of getting a picce
of land, and all of us had, we would be enabled to live more comfortalily
than now we can do. I take my living for my family out of the sea
What I take out of the croft would not support my family for one week
this year. I was only able to make ome boil of meal, and T had no
potatoes ab all,—so that I have to live upon the good-will of the
Stornoway merchants, and beecause of the unsuccessful tishing T have run
s0 much in debt with them, that now my credit is gone. They say Cape
Horn is a wild place. Now this place where T live is exposed to the
winds that blow down upon the one side from Cape Wrath and upon the’
other from the Butt of Lewis—iwo places that are quite as wild as Cape,
Horn. Qur shore is 8o exposed from these two guarters, that while we
could work well enough at sea, we are not able to save our lives or our’
boats when we reach the land. For want of a place of refuge, I lost a
boat that cost over £100. If we had a place of refuge there, since we’
can work well, we would be able to take our living out of the sea, as
other people in Scotland are able to do. T remember the quay having.
been built there, and my father having paid bis £1 for the Loat, as all the



LEWIS

STeRNOWAT.

John
Stewart,

1052 Highlands and Islunds Commission.

other people who bad boats had to pay; and that quay was broken
down by order of some one connected with the estate,—I don’t know
whe, This has rendered the place more exposed, through the breaking
down of the quay, than it was before the quay was built at all.—so
much so that niy own son, along with four of a crew, were drowned by the
capsizing of the boat at our own door. Our only resource then is in this
way cut away from us. My son was supporting me, and after his loss I
am now redueed very low. The township is very large, and T wuuld
heseech you to hear one other delegate, who is older than I am, to speak
on behalf of the town.

16331, Is Bayble ncar Garabost 3—It is right opposite it.

1€392. Is the quay you speak of the same that was spoken of by the
people of Garabost yesterday 7—Yes, it is the same landing place of the
herring boats.

16393. Was the quay that was there before sufficiently good for what
you required 1—VYes, we could save our boats there, and it was very
handy for landing the fish and gear.

16394. How many crofiers were there in the place you represent when
you first remember —About thirty,

16395. How has the increase arisen?—There were some came from
outside ; the rest are the increase of the place,

16396. How many may there be from the outside? Are there fent
~—DProbably there were not ten families coming in, but a single man would
come in and marry a girl from Bayble, and settle there,

16397. Do you think there were five families sent in by the order of
the factor 7—Not since I remember. I remember one in particular that
came dext door to myself from the parish of Uig.

16398. What meal and potatoes do yvu get out of your croft on an
average of years 7—Two bolls of barley meal and one bell of catmeal
would make an average year, and about twelve barrels of pofatoes. I
never got as high as twenty barrels of potatoes in any one year. I have
onty half a Jot.

16399, Who has the other half {—The widow of a neighbour who was
drowned along with my own son.

16400, What stock have you$—One cow and a stirk and one sheep.
When I have to buy for my family T have also to buy food for the cow.
I cannot get out of the croft what will feed that one cow.

16401. What rent do you pay +—35s. of bare rent,

16403. Had you more out-pasturage when you first remember }—Yes,
wo bad that portion at the back of the ring fence of the township, whers
other lots were cuf cut for us,

16403, Who got those other lots % That increase I spoke of was partly
the increase o the place and partly some coming in from the cutside.

164(+4. Except the one family from Ulg, the people of the place have
got the whole land, though it is difterently divided +—You koow when
these lots were cut out, they were given to young men and to some old
people that had no lots at the time,

16105, Is there any additional land in the neighbourhood that you
could get —There is 2 little upon our side of the township yet, but the
giving of that to us would only shut the others in move than they aro ;
but there is plenty throughout the country and I would be quite ready to
go to any place in the island that would be near the sea, to take up a bit
of land, in preference to remaining where I am,

16406. Mr Fruser-Maekintosh.—At whose expense do you know, was
the quay that was destroyed originally erected +—I cannot tell, unless it
was at Sir James Matheson’s, with such assistance as he might get from
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the fish-curers, and with this £1 that was levied upon the fishing
boats.

16407, Though you don’t know upon whose authority the thing was
destroyed, did you see with your own eyes the work of destruection going
ou?—7Yes, I saw it with my own eyes. The practice was to go down
with a steam launch and a lizhter. The lghter would be left there beside
the quay, and stranded upon the beach, and filled with stopes, and
then when the tide came in the launch would come back and tow it to
Stornoway.

16408. How long ago did that oceur 7—Over twelve years ago.

16409. Did the people protest or make any remonstrance against this?
—1I told them they were doing a bad turn to us, but I said nothing more
than that.

16410. Were you afrald to make any more serious complaint ¥—Yes;
were it not for that I would not have let the stones be taken away, for
they were of great service to us.

16411. Was it to the people engaged in the actual work of loading and
unloading that you made the remonstrance +—Yes.

16412. How many families in your district would be interested in or
benefited by the proposed new quay that you speak of i—It would be o
means of livelihood to ahout two hundred families from Dayhle alone, in
addition to such other families as could make use of it from neighbouring
places, such as Garabost, Shashader, and Knock, These would make it a
fisliing station in the summer season,

16413. Have you any idea what the eost of such a pier, suitable for
your locality, would be 7—1I could not give any idea as to the actual cost in
money of such an undertaking, but to build what we call a harbour of
refuge, which the boats would run into for shelter, would cost very littls
in money. Stones are there ; it is easily copstructed, and the people of
the place all round about would be very willing to lend a hand. I myself
am an old man, and I would be very glad to lend a hand.

16414. Would it not also be worth your while to pay anuually 2 smail
sum for the use of that pier —We would be only oo glad to do so.

16415, Mr Cumeron.—You state that if you got a saitable harbour of
refuge, you would be willing to take your living in a great measure ou
of the sea }—Yes, I would not have worked both my strength aud my
credit in making a livelihood, if I had had that in the past.

16416. Is that the opinion and the wish of the people whom youn
represent also 3—Yes, so far as the quay is concerned, but they would also
like to get assistance from the Jand. Those that could not work by the
sea would also have to be looked after, and the Government should sce to
it that they also should have some kind of assistance given them.

16417, Are all the people in your neighbourhoed what you may call a
fishing population }—Everybody that esn.

Roperick M*Leop, Crofter and Fisherman, Upper Bayble (69)—

examined,

© 16418, The Chafrman.—You heard and understood what the former
withess said +—Yes.
16419, Did you agree with what he said }—Yes, so far as he spoke.
16420, If you have anything to add, wilt you do so —We do not, by
taking advantage of this opportunity, express any dissatisfaction or any
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hestile spirit towards our proprietor, but we wish to tell the econdition in
which 8ir James found us. There were twenty-four crofters in Upper
Bayble when he got possession of the estate, There are now cne
bundred and three, where there were originally only twenty-funr, when Sir
James came to the place.

16421, Are you talking of the same place as the last witness 1—Of the
same place, There were twenty luts upon the other side of the river at
that time in the place called Upper Bayble; now there are thirty-ona
People are so hemmed in on every side, and other people thrown on the
outland pasture to such an extent that they are now not able to kes:p any
stock at all, or to have the means of any support for them. As far na the
rent is concerned, we don’t blame the proprietor, except in so far as he has
taken the land from us.  The old arable land was nat in any way benefited
by the new lots that were being cut out behind it; that is, thers wus no’
opportunity of giving it any rest. The original crofters are getting poarer
and poorer every day by means of assessments. DBut it was not Sir James
who was to blame fr that, but former factors of his, I myself own one of
six boats that paid £120 during a period of twenty years, of which he was
never aware. The proof of this is that when we came tn the present
factor about the matter this imposition ceased. We wish that the
people would get relief by giving them land through the island, where
there is plenty of land waste. I wish to say nothing further, except that
we wish to claim the protection of the law of the land. We are entitled
to the protection of the law when we don’t break it, just as we feel that
the law is just in punishing us when we do break it.

Rev. Axcus MIvER—re-oxamined,

16422, The Chairman.—You come here wishing to make an explana
tion of your former evidence —Yes; in my statement which I made to
the Commissioners on Monday list at Meavaig, I said that the only
thing I knew that the proprietriz of this island had done for the peopls
of this island, was to contribute £10 towarls the bunilding of a new
church on the island of Berneray. Since giving that evidence, T
remember it was told me at the timee that Lady Matheson had distributed
some clothes and shoes, as well as some meal, among the ponr some time
after the death of Sir James Matheson, the date of which I cannot
remember. I also said that the area of Lewis would accommodate all the
crofters and cottars on the island, and I said I thought £5 Iots woull
put the people into a comfortable state as erofters.  The way in which I
want to explain that is, that I know the crofters in Lewis at present who
pay £5 in rent, and T believe they can be perfectly confortable as crofters,
Now, my ground was that if the rents of Lewis were reduced by half, say,
what it was in 1843, that would leave them perfectly comfortable. Of
eourse, taking the £3 which it isto-day, £3, 10s. would be the same rate,
—the £3, 10s. would be the same when the tents would be reduced.
The whele matter was that, I beliove, if the rents were reduced to what
they were in 1843, it would accommodate all the erofters and cottars in
the island.

16423, The Chairman.—Do you mean to say the crofter rents have
been doubled since 1843 7-—Yes.

16424, You say that as a fact +—VYes,

* See Appendix A, XLIL
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Arexaxper Mornisox, Commission Merchant, Stornoway (20)—
examined,

16425. The Chairman.—You appear here on the behalf of the people
of Stornoway?—1I appear on behalf of Bay Head and on behalf of the
Stornoway branch of the Highland Lewis Land Reform Association.
The principal grievance which the Lewis people have got, in general
with the whole of the West Highland crofters, is that any one buying an
estate buys them, and has got the power of turning thewn out of their
native soil, without compensation or anything elee but sending them
off. When a man buys the Lewis land and 26,000 people, he buys
the rights and liberiies of the people, with the right of turning them
out; and it is the wish of these poor men that the right of eviction
should be stopped entirely so long as they pay rents. The principal
grievance also is that there are lots of land in Lewis to support
from 60,000 to 70,000 people, and instead of that land being
given to the erofters, it is wholly under deer and sheep farms, and
let. These crofters are willing to pay a fair rent for that land if they
ouly got it, and there is plenty of it for them. If any crofter is put into
a bit of bog land, and reclaims that land with the sweat of his hrow for
thirty years, as the law exists at present, he does not get a cent. for
compensation for improvements, no matter how it goes, so far as I am led
to understand. The Lewis people are overcrowded, and put down to the
worst Jieces of land, down to the seashore, and the best land in the
island is under deer and sheep farms. They wished Lady Matheson to give
this land at a fair rent, and subdivide it out to the tenants, for they were
willing to pay, but they were refused ; and I understand they did not get
i, and what they wish is that they humbly pray Her Majesty’s Govern-
went that they would compel the proprietors to give them the land at a
fair rent.  There is no part of the west coast like the Lewis. They are
the finest race of mean we have got to recruit the army and the
navy. The people aro loyal subjects, and willing to fight for Her
Majesty the Queen and their country, and it would be a pity to
exterminate them all from their native soil for the sake of deer and
sheep. I may further say they are not Revolutionists, Communists, or
Socialists, They only want what is fair and just, and what they are
willing to pay for. They are loyal subjects. There is a spirit of
discontent all along the West Highlands at present; and unless the
Government step in and make some concessions to the people by way of
giving them the lands for which they are willing to pay, and fixity of
tenure, they may be led to break the law, and a spirit of discontent may
get up that no Government could put 2 stop o So it is the wish of the
people that their gricvances should he remedied, in order to put a stop to
the system of oppression and slavery under which they are labouring at

resent.

16426. AMr Cameron.—You state that the first and principal grievance
of the people is, that when a proprietor buys an estate he buys the people
with it, and has the power to evict them. Axrec you of opinion thet that
power hag been largely or at all exercised within the last few years in the
1sland of Lewis?—I am certain that the people are more frightened
of the proprictor and factor than they are of the God that created
them.

16437, But I wish to know whether this fear of being evieted is well-
founded or rot—whether it is founded upon experience 7—Those people
and their forefathers occupied the soil for hundreds of years, and they
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consider it a case of hardship to be under the sway of any man wno has
it in his power to exterminate them out of the land of their birth,

16428, But has the proprietor of the Lewis practically exterminated
the people out of the land of their birth +—In some districts of the Lewis
they have been compelled to leave, and emigrate to foreign shores against
their will

16429, Will you state to what extent that was prevailed I—They
have been forced to leave parts of Ulg against their will, and they have
been foreed to leave Ness and Galston, over at the Butt of Lewis, and
they have been forced to Ieave other districts.

16430. You mean they were evieted,—that they were simply turned
off by the arbitrary will of the proprietor?—In some districts they wers,
andin other districts they were put on to take beg land, and to commence
reclaiming it again.

16431. When did these evictions fake place?™—Some years ago; I am
not exactly sure.

16432, Have any evictions of that nature taken place within the Isst
twenty years—I mean evictions in an arbitrary and wholesale manner,
suel as would maturally preduce the effect to which you allude in your
statement 7—I am not exactly sure as to twenty years, but I koow it is
within the last twenty or thirty years.

16433, Is it yonr opinion that 8ir James and Lady Matheson have
managed this properly in such a manner as to create a bona fide fear that
people who pay their rents and are well-conducted will be arbitrarily
evicted +—The 26,000 inbabitants of the island are principally prople at
the bidding and beck of one single individoal, and it is to take the
powet from them by a proper measure being passed by Parliament, that
1 is the only hope and cure for a present state of matters.

16434, With regard to arrears, you say a law should be passed by
which no crofter sould be evicted so long as he paid his rent. Have you
any idea what the arrears of rent on the island of Lewis are 7—1 have no
idea what they are.

16435, Have you any reason to helieve they are very econsiderable —
I canuot say,

16436, Supposing, for the sake of argument, that the arrears were very
large, would not the effect of such a law as you indicate be that large
numbers of the people uwnder this law you suggest might be at once
removed from the island of Lewis +—We woull have a clause in the Hill
for that matter of it, that every man who had three or four or five
years’ rent to pay should be evicted. Teople don’t want the land for.-
nothing.

16437. Do you think the peopls under such a law would be more
socure in their holdings than they are under the present management of
the Lewis t—Certainly I Jo.

16438, With the power given to the landlord to eviet them if they
were in arrears of rent —DProvided there were three or four or five years’
rent against them.

16439. Do you think, on any estate of the Highlands, a proprictor
who wished to buy that estate for sporting and other purposes would not
be more willing to purchase the estate under such a law as you suggest
than under the present state of things, where the matter is left to the
good feeling and generosity of the proprietor?—As to that I cannob
ANSWET.

1€440. Have you ever taken any means of comparing the value of
Highland properties where there are crofters and where there are no
crotters $—No,
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16441, tas it ever been hrought under your notice that Highland
property where there are no crofters very often fetches as much as fifty
years’ purchase -—Well, it is a grievance of the people. It is the people’s
grievances we are talking about ; it is mot a matter of pounds, shillings,
and pence,

16442. Then I only ask you a simple question. Have yon ever
studied the question of the value of Highland properties that are brought
into the market +—No.

16443. Do you believe if some of the Weatern Hebrides were now in
the market, that they would find a purchaser at all +—The Lewis, I am
certain, would be sold. If the parties who are acting for the trustees, or
whoever they are that the island belongs to at present, sold it, I am sure
the whole crofters would go in for it, and buy it right off, if they got it
at a moderate price. It would only cost about £7, 18s. a head, snd give
£10,000 more than was paid for it.

16144, 1 may assume that though you profess not to know that the
crofters in the islarnui are in arrears of rent, you in common with the
public at large are aware that there are very large arrears of rent due by
the crofters in the Western Islands?—I was not aware of it. They are
paid up here, so far as I know.

16445, Then do you not consider that if, instead of relying upon the
kindly feeling which subsists between landlords and tenants, and under
which wholesale evictions have not taken place, yon were to pass a law
by which you would destroy that kindly feeling, and enable any landlord
to evict any tenant who owed him rent, it would be a very simple means
of at once clearing a large portion of the Western Islands3—What the
people want is that they wish the Government to pass a Inw to put a stop
for ever to eviction, and have fixity of tenure, and the land at a fair vent.

16446. But in your statement, you proposed that no evictions were to
take place except for non-payment of remt 7—That was admitted before,
—that in the case of any erofter being three, four, or five years in arrears
of rent, be should be evicted,—because they do not want the land for
nothing. They want the land at a fair rent.

16447. Then you mean that, in addition to the law by which crofters
are not to be evicted except for non-payment of rent, they are to be

- allowed to run a certain number of years in arrears of rent I —Certainly,
to give them a chance.

16448. And therefore the mere non-payment of rent would not form
a ground or justification for the landlord to eviet. It would require to
be cumulative arrears?—1I said that in the event of four or five years’
rent being against them, Government or the law would permit them to
be evicted then; but mot under four or five years, becausc they might
have a few bad years, and might get into diffieulties, but might pull up
and pay it afterwards.

16449, So you would alter it, and say not that no crofters are to be
evicted except for non-payment of rent, but except for non-payment of
four or five years’ rent. That is practically what you would have +—Yes.

16450. You would also pass a law by which proprietors are to be
compelled to give the crofters land at a fair rent, and I presume you
mean some rent that would be fixed by an impartial persont—Yes, or
compel the parties to sell their estates to the people,—the one or the
other.

16451, Do you think that the land of the Lewis, let out at what you
call a fair rent, would feteh anything like the rent it brings now 1
am sure it would, T am sure if the people got the land, and if they were
certain that they would not be turned out, instead of the Lewis support-
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ing 26,000 people in misery and poverty, as they exist at present, it
wounld be able to support 60,000 or 70,000 people in plenty, and gaite
contented.

16452. And that the fair rent alluded to would be equal, taken on an
aggregate, to the whole rental of the island of Lewis at present —Yes,
They are not Communists or Socialists ; they want to pay for what they

et.
€ 16453. That I quite believe, but what I am trying to gef at is your
own notion of the value of the rent, and yon think that what you eall a
fair rent to be paid by the crofters, would be equal fo the total rent now
derived from the island of Lewis +—Yes,

16454, Have you ever gone into the question, or made any caleulations,
or studied it, to enable you to give that answer, which, I must say, does
not coincide with any of the previcus evidence we have had from crofters
or representatives of the island themselves?—T have gone through every

“part of the isalnd, and T know the best parts are under sheep and deer,

and the worst patches are occupied by the crofters down at the sea-shore.

16455. We had it from one witness who lived on the spot, and might be
supposed to know, that he considered the larger portion of the deer forest °
cailed Morsgiel, which is now let for £1000, would be to the crofters in his
parish worth £40. You don’t coincide with that I don't see that the
crofters could interfere much. They don't waot to do away with the
(Game Laws in that way.

16456. But it has nothing to do with the (ame Laws. What I
meant was to try and ascertain from you upon what basis you founded
your opinion that the land of the Lewis, if divided among the crofters,
would produce the same rental as is now obtained under the present
system *—If all the large sheep runs and other farms and islands that
are laid waste at present were given to the people. I say and maintain
here, the rental would be quite as high as at present.

16457, But, taking the sheep farms and leaving out deer forests—
because they may be copsidered, perhaps, as waste,—why do you apply
the word ¢ waste’ to sheep farms?—They produce mutton do they not?
—Most of the land that is under shecp runs in the Lewis was at one
time cultivated with the sweat of the brow and with the daily toil of the
poor crofters, who had to work for the land, and never got compensation
for improvements, and after it was taken into a state of cultivation they
were driven out, and sheep and deer put in their stead.

16438, That is not exactly an answer. I want to know why you
apply the word * wasle’ to land that is grazed by sheep—which are the
produce of the land, the same as any other - DBecaunse it is waste. The
country is getting wild, and the grass itself does not grow right, and the
heather is coming to grow again.

16459. Bubt on what proportion of the land which you say iz waste
could corn be grown i—The finest portion of the land is over at Uig, and
is laid waste, and over 2t Park, and several other large tracts of the
country that are under sheep and deer, and the people down on the sea-
shore.

16460. But I want to know what proportion of the }and that is under
sheep could be eultivated by the plongh and be made to produce corn +—
A considerable proportion. I cannot give you a proper answer to that.

16461. Supposing erofters had this land, would they not be dependent
upon the rearing of sheep in a far larger proportion, in the same way as
the tacksmen are dependent upon sheep #—The crofters want the arable
land, and the moorland besides for their caitle and sheep, for which they
are Wlnll}(f to pay.
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16462, Sheriff Nicolson.—In your estimate of the capacity of this
island to support double its present population, have you caleulated
what quantity of land is necessary for crofters to possess in order to
enable them to live upon it +—1T1 would consider six to ten acres of arable
land, and the moorland in econnection with the erofts.

16463. Have you estimated what ought to be a fair rent for that ?—
No, I did not.

16464, 1 suppose you know the acreage of the island of Lewist—I
do not know the acreage.

16465. Have you not made a calculation, on the above estimate of the
number of acres that would support a crofter, to enable you to show that
the island would support twice its present population?—I have bLeen
calculating so many people. I have been thinking a great number conld
be put upon the sheep runs that are under one man.

16466. But that is a vague estimate, Unless you know the number
of acres in the island, and have calculated exactly whether the
acreage of the island would yield that number per croft which you

. consider mnecessary to support a population of 60,000, a mecre vagus
statement is of small value to us. We want to ascertain facts, and we
expect people who come and make these large and generous statements to
have looked well into the statistics of the island, to know the pumber
of acres that are arable, and the number that are fit for pasture, and to
make a rational scheme for laying it out as they propose for the benefit of
the people $—There are vast districts in our island that are not oceupied
by the people at all, and in former years they used to have their crofts
there, but now all these districts are under sheep and deer. Instead of
supporting 26,000, it weuald support 70,000 or 80,000.

16467. But it is quite impossible to say that unless, with the
knowledge of the mumber of acres in the island, you can apportion it
among the population fairly. Would you be surprised if it were
diseovered from the statistics of the island, that it could not give anything
like the number of acres you think of land fit to be lived upon ?—I know
the districts

16468. But you do not know the number of acres and the value of the
acres 3—1I do not know at the present time.

16469. But it is necessary to know that in order to speak for the whole
island and ke whole population of the island. Then, supposing the
island were so distributed among the whole population, each of them
having as much of the lard as you think necessary for them to live npon
comfortably, what provision would you then make to prevent the
reduction of the quantity of land cccupied by those people—becaunse the
population, of course, would go on inereasing? What provision would
you make to prevent the subdivision of the land 2—At present the pecple
are ignorant, and the majority of them cannot even talk the English
language, and the system that would he suitable for them at present would
not be required in a few years, becanse when their children are educated
and have a knowledge of the world, they would not condescend to wait
upon their present crofts.  But our people af present are not in a position
to pick themselves up in the Cclonies. They are not educated, they
have not got the English language, and in every way they would be an
unsuitable Jot to send away to the Colonies.

16470. Do you mean to say that the majority of the people of
Lewis, who are among the best peasentry in the West of Scotland, are
not good subjects for emigration, to be sent to a suitable colony, merely
because they do not speak first-rate English?—-I say no,—that they
will he far better under present circumstances, when they have the
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gea to fall back upon as well as the land, and that they never would
he as comfortable in any part of the land as they would be in the
TLewis.

16471, Are you awate then that all the people who have cmigrated
within the memory of man from Lewis to ali parts of the world are living
worse than they would be at home?—I am aware that a considerable
pumber of those whe were evicted and exterminated out of the land of
their birth were in a worse plight in the country of their adeption than
they were in their old country.

16472, From what source have you derived your information on this
subject +—From various leiters and information which have come.

16473. There was some emigration in Sir James Matheson’s time—
Yes.

16474, Was it to any consid.rable extent +—XNo.

16475. Was that voluntary, or forced I—So far as I know, they were
compelled to go.

16476. On what account +—WWhy, in the Lewis, if the people are
deprived of their land they must go somewhere, It is as well for them
to leave the country altogether.

16477. Do you mean that Sir James Mathesor sent them away against
their will #—They were deprived of their lands against their will

16478. Was that not because they could pot or would not pay their
rents —They were willing and able to pay, and they are so still

16479, Are you quite sure that those people who emigrated in Sir
James Matheson’s time were not in arrear T—I am certain of it.

16480. All of them ?—1I am not certain of the whole of them; but I
know the majority were the same as at present. And there was no
reduction made of the rent this season when the crops were an entire
failure, and every proprictor along the coast gave a reduetion; our
proprietor gave no reduction at all.

16481. Do you know what was the rent when Sir James Matheson
bought this property ¥—XNo.

16482, Do you know what it is now +—About £23,000 or £24,000, I
believe.

16483. Do you know, in point of fact, whether Sir James Matheson
greatly increased the rental since he bought the estate?—I know he
did.

16484, To what extent do you know —To a considerable extent. 1
know the whole crofter and fishing population would buy the island if
they got it at a fair price; and £15,000 or £20,000 more than he paid
for it

16485. How have you ascertained that?—Through coming in contact
with the people all over the island.

16486, But you have already szid, though I must take the liberty of
doubting the aceuracy of the statement, that the people of Lewis are in a
state of poverty and misery. There may be many, and too manv, in that
condition, but do you adhere to the statememt that the majority of
the people of this island are in a state of misery 1 do—poverty and
misery.

16487. Is thab consistent with the fact that a great many of their
houses which we have seen are among the best houses we have seen in
the Western Islands, that their land appeared to us to be as good land
—such as there was of it—as we had seen in some other places, and the
pecple themselves as well and tidily dressed as we had seen in other
places? We saw that on a considerable scale in several parts of the island.
Is that comsistent with the fact that the people to whom those houses
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Lelong are in a state of poverty and misery %—The people would build
better houses and reclaim the land and have everything in order if they
had fixity of tenure.

16488, That iz scarcely an answer. Do you say that a man iz ina
state of poverty and misery who has a house and a piece of land at a
moderate rent—npaying £2 or £3 for it, on which he manages to keep
two cows and a few sheep +—1I say that taking them as class altogether,
they are in a state of misery and poverty,

16489, Are you aware that in the island of Skye, where we have
been, we have found people paving rents treble those of, T believe,
the majority of the erofters in this island, and who are not ahle to keep
half the same number of cows, and some of them no cows at all +—
Yes, I am aware that the evil is wide-spread all over the Western
Islands. )

16490. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—You liold some office here connected
with the reform of the land laws +—Yes, I do.

16491, I'n what manner were you elected 3—I was elected by the free
will of a number of the Stornoway people.

16492, Was there a large number present?—There was a considerable
number present.

16493. There was a meeting here last week, or a fortnight ago?—
There was a meeting here last weck.

16494, Did you take any part in it I—Yes, [ did.

16495. Was the meeting unanimous '—So far as I could see, it was.

16496, How many might there have been present i—According to my
ealeulation I fancy there would be about 4000 people present.

16497, I presume you are a native of the island $—VYes,

16498. You have been here all your life, off and ont—VYes, and T
have been out of it for a good bit too sometimes,—for six or twelve
months.

16499, Where were you when you were away generally I—1I have been
about Scotland and over England.

16500. Have you been abroad +—No.

16501. You stated you were pretty well acquainted with the island all
over, and have travelled a good part of it, and your means of knowledae
therefore, I presume, are pretty considerable —Certainly.

16502. You have been questioned about the removals of the people.
Am I accurate in stating that cemovals may bo of two classes—that is, =
complete extermination out of the eountiry, and also a shifting of them
from one place to another 1—Yes, we have both of these systems here,

16503. In fact, they vary comnsiderably; but still I presume they are
never for the benefit of the person who is removed +—1It always tells
against the person who is removed.

16504. You state you have no objection that, in the event of their not
paying arrears for four or five years, there should be the power of eviction,
When you speak of the arrears, do I understand you don’t mean arrears in
the present cicumstances, but under the new system of fair rent ?—Under
the new system of fair rent.

16505, You also made a statement about sale. You think the people
are very anxious to become proprietors of their own ground —Yes, rather
than remain under the present state of existence in which they are,

16506. In your travels all over the island, though you are not able to
condescend upon the number of acres that are now waste, but formerly
cultivated, are you not satisfied there are a very large number of acres—
particularly in Uig—that are now unturned by the plough —A consider-
able portion of the Lewis islands are laid waste in that way.
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16507, Are you aware that in former times the crofters generally
supported their families out of the produce of the croft—that they had
their food out of it and also their elothing 3—I am aware they combined
both,—that they fished at sea and worked on land besides,

16508. And made their ciothes to a certain extent out of the wool +—To
a certain extent they might have done so.

16509. Is it not a fact that in all the removals that have taken place, it
is out of the best lands that the people have been put and crowded iuto
places that it was not worth while for the big farmer to take 7—Yex, they
have been driven out of the best portions of the Lewis, and driven down
to the most barren places—the same as they were driven out of Park and
put in upon Crossbost, a place which they reclaimed with the sweat of
their brows, and nothing at all for their labour.

16510. We have been informed in several places that we have visited
in the north of the island, that the crofters have a very larga propertion
of hill pasture; but is it not a fact that the pasture generally is of a
very inferior class #—Yes, it is. :

16511, So if a man had an outrun of 500 or 1000 acres it might be
of very little value indeed +—Very little indeed.

16512, Whereas in the case of a farmer wib a similar out-run else-
where, it might be worth a very great deal more t—Certainly,

16513. You were asked also about the expenditure which the late
Sir James Matheson had made upon the estate. I supposs there is no
doubt of that 7—He never expended any moncy upon crofters.

16514, We are coming to that, but let justice be done. There was
money spent on the island &—Money was spent in works which were a
failure, 1 understand.

16515. Can you point to much of the expenditure that took place for
the bepefit of the crofiers other than the roads +—The erofters derived no
henefit from it. They only were paid 104, to 1s. 2d. a day, and no
labourer wonld work for ls. 2d. a day, That was about the wage they
got when the improvements were going on.

16516, Except roads, can you point fo anything that was done for the
direct benefit of the crofiers—There was nothing done for the benefit
of the erofters, as far as my knowledge goes, all over the island. I mean
their lands were not improved, and they got no houses, and there were
no improvements done of any kind that I know of ; and T know of
districts in the Lewis where there are no roads at all, and where these
people are paying road money for the last thirty years, and where there
has never been a road at all

16517. Are you aware that a charge has been made upon all the tenants
of ds. for road money, or the most of them?t—Yes, I am,

16518, Are you aware that of late years, with regard to the houses, by
th- vegulations of the estate, those who improved their houses with the
cousent of the proprietor and his approbation are emtitled to a cerlain
mclioration #—T am aware that the people have no confidence themselves
in building houses, or laying out money, because they may be turned out
of those lands at any time, and they have not got security or fixity of
tenure.

16519, But in the elause T refer to it does not say how long they may
be, but when they are turmned out they are to get compensation for their
bouses?—1I was 2ot aware of that,

16320. If youlock at the articles you will find there is a clause to that
effect t—Those articles might have been in existence ; it is well to have it
on paper, but it is a ditferent thing to have it in facts.

1652]. You wade a very strong statement, which I beg you will re-
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eonsider ; when you were asked if there were many cases of evietion
within the last thirty years, you said people were more frightened of
the authorities than of much higher power. Do you adhere to that?—
Ido

16522, Hasthat feeling, which you say prevails herve, a very depressing
and demoralising effect upon the energies of the crofters?—It has a very
demoralising effect upon the pecple.

16523, ls it consistent with your own knowledge that some of the
authoritiess—I do not mean any of the present authorities—were such as
not to command the confidence of the people ; rather, on the oiher hand,
to keep them in a state of terror and alarm.-—Yes.

16524, I suppose that is pretty well known +—Well known.

16525, Would such a thing as fining a man 58 for being late in
keeping an appointment, and threatening that he would be turned out if
he did such a thing, not have a very demoralising effect upon the
people, particularly if there was no redress?—Yes, that was a very
COMMON OCCUTTEnce.

16526. You were asked about the poverty of the people. Some may
be in possession of a couple of cows and sheep, but may not they be
in debt to the merchants—They are in debt to the merchants, Tt
is the merchants who support them, and they arc the ruination of the
mercantile community, through taking meal and everything they want
on credit, and they are not able to pay; because if they had the land
they would he in a firsi-rate position, and without it they are in
poverty.

16527. Would the mercantile population of Stornoway not be better
by a large thriving population being among them, than with & few
tacksmen who do not expend much money ¥—Yes, it would revive trade in
the town, and would be the best thing for business. If the people got
the land baek, with the thriving population, it would benefit the country,
the wholesale trade as well as the retail.

16828. T suppose you have mo personal interest in the ecrofting
eommunity. You are not personally connected with the crofters +—No,
I derive no benefit by this agitation ; I am not paid for it -

16329. But you would desire to purchase a small place if you bad the
opportunity }—Certainly.

16530. And I suppose many people would be delighted to get an
opportunity to acquire land +—Yes, all over the island,

16531, Is there any complaint in Stornoway about getting grass for
cows —Yes, the people of Stornoway, at the time Sir Jumes Matheson
bought the island, bad grass round the town, whereas they have not got
it now ; and the majority of the tradesmen and working men had an acre
or two of land and a head or two of cattle, whereas now they have got
nothing at all, and there is now a spirit of discontent all over.

16532, Pofessor Muckinnon.—You stated you were quite eonvineed in
your own mind that by a redistribution of the estate it would maintain
70,000 pecple —That is my opinion.

16533. We were told that the rental of the estate was £18,000
Now, I think you stated also that the pecple would give about as much
rent for it, or about as much purchase price for it, as what was paid for it ?
—VYes,

16534, Would that imply that the present rent all over was not too
high 1—It is not & matter of rent so much.

165335, I mean all over the estate, and the fact that the people could
pay for it as much as Sir James Matheson paid for it, would not that imply
that the present rental, as a mere matter of comerce, was not so Ligh?
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~—They would allow the same price for the island as Sir James paid
for it, and it would be only £7, 18s. a head.

16536. Dut, suppoesing they did that, would the interest of the
money tiiab would go to purchase it at that rate—a fair interest for the
money,—trepresent as mueh as the present yearly rental? What was the
purchase price t—About £190,000.

16537. And that at 3 per cent. would give nearly £6000 a yeur.
Now, 70,000 people represent 12,000 families. With the present rent
of £18,000 that would only give a croft of 30s. to each family I say,
that instead of the island supporting 26,000 people in misery it would
support 60,000 or 70,000 in a contented way.

16538, The Chairman.—You have repeated that several times, and
we want to satisfy ourselves as to the reasonable grounds on which such
an opinion is formed ; will you be good enough to answer the questions
that ave asked #—Yes, I am endeavouring to do so.

16539. Professor Mackinnon.—That would be about three times its
present population, or nearly three times. Now, I would like to ask you
whether you consider there is about three times the amount just now
under sheep and deer of the smface of the island than there is under
crop 1—1 say there is, in my opinivn, about three times more land under
deer forests and under sheep than the crofters possess.

16540, Considering the moorland pasture that they have also?—
Considering the mootland pasture they have.

16541, Then, acre for acrs, and farm for farm, between the sheep tack
and the croft, between the deer forest and the croft, which pays the
higher rent—the crofting farm or the sheep farm of the same size —1It is
my opinion that the crofting townships pays a higher rent, or quite as
high as any tack that would be held by any tacksman or shepherd.

16542, Or deer forest 2—I do not say deer forest.

16543, Buf you have no place particularly in view, that you can give
as an instance where we could verify that instance —The land is there,
and men are there to show it to you, and the whole district is waste,

16544, Bub if you could show me a crofting township and a farm
much about the same size at the same value, to enable me to see which
carries the bigger rent, that would enable me to make up my own mind
as o your opinion. Have you any ground for the statement that the
crofter pays at least as much, value for value, as the large tacksman
does I—1I expect they do. It is my opinion they do.

16545, Yor deer forests, you may assume, as we have evidence, they
pay exorbitant rents 7—They pay an exorbitant rent.

16546. Then, even supposing this place were redistributed among
12,000 families, with its present rent, it would ouly give a 30s ecroft
to each man in this island just mow. Would that keep the man in
comfort 4—1I cannot answer that question without knowing what the size
of the croft would be,

16547, You yourself gave, as the size of a suitable croft, six to
ten acres of arable land. What amount of moorland do you think ought
to go along with that croft —Give them moorland in common, if the
whole township used the moorland in common.

16548. How many acres of moorland would you give with the arable 1
~—1I cannot answer.

18549, How many times the amount of moorland is there in the
whole island in comparision with what you would make arable land out
of I—The half of it, any how.

16550. Do youn mean that the half of it is capable of easy cultivation?
—1 do not say the half is capable of easy cultivation, but I maintain
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there is a considerable proportion of the soil that could be cultivated, and
a considerable amount of moorland is wnder sheep and deer which is
fitted for a crofter pepulation.

16551, But you are not able to give me any figures +—XNo, I am not.

16352. You are of opinion that the people could perfectly well go and
oceupy these places inland as well as along the shore, and build houses,
and maintain themselves in comfort —Yes, they want to get their landa
hack that their forefathers were deprived of, and I do not suppese they
would have any objection te pay a fair rent.

16553. Do you mean to say there is any evidence that there ever were
70,000 people in the Lewis?—I never heard of 70,000 pecple being in
the Lewis, but I know that if the people got the land, the Lewis would
te able to support 70,000 people contentedly and in a good way, and
that the place would be a splendid recruiting ground for the army and
navy, and that it would produce a race of men without their equal in
the whole Tnited Kingdom.,

16554. You say that in the future the people would be educated so
that they would not remain in the place +—I maintain that when the
people do get educated they will not rewain in the place at all

16555. Even in the improved circumstances of the people that you
map out —That is my opinion-—that they will not remain.

16556. So that the position of the island is to be like this,—that
in the immediate future there will be some 70,000 who will after-
wards voluntarily clear away 1-—XNo, but any overplns or overcrowding—
the balance which the island would not be tit to maintain—wonld
emigrate of their cwn free will and accord when they get edueated, and
when they know what the world is doing. But at present there is no
use of the people emigrating, because they cannot even lalk the English
language, and they are not educated, and have not been brought up to
hard labour.

16537, Are you prepared to state that the people whe emigrated from
here in 1851 are at present less or more comfortable than those whom
they left behind +—Those whom they left behind, in my opinion, and so
far as 1 know, are far more comfortable than the majority of those that
emigrated ; T do not mean educated men from the town.

16558, I do not mean such cither; T mean these from the country
districts. Are they and their children worse off than their neighbours
whom they left behind 1 maintain on authority that they are worse off
than those they left behind

16559, And you say that these In the Lewis arein poverty and
misery and in debt to the Stornoway merchants 1—7Yes,

16560. Then those who have emigrated must be very badly off indeed ?
—Yes, they are.

16561, You spoke of reclaiming land under present circumstances
as penal servitude —I mean that parties working for ten or fifteen years
reclaiming bog, when they get nothing for their labour, are suffering
whab T call penal servitude.

16562, We had a witness here yesterday who stated that he himself
built upon his eroft a house worth £30. Don’t you consider that that
man had in his own mind a reasonable assurance, either that as matter of
fact he woukl not be turned out of that house, or that he would get some-
thing for it when he Jeft ?---He may have had a private arrangement.

16563, He said he had none. 1)id not the mere fact of building that
house indicate a reasonable assurance in that man's mind 7—He might bo
fool enough to do it, but there were others who built houses and were
kicked oat, and got no compensation at all,
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16564, Can you give me the names of any such +—Ves.

16565. Who built these valuable houses, and were turned out 7—I did
not say valuable houses ; T said houses,

16566. But it was a valuable house that I mentioned. Well, give
us the name of 2 man who built a house and was turned out, and got
nothing for it9—1I have got the name to give, but I will not give the
name without asking his consent, in case summary vengeance might be
taken upon him otherwise.

16367. You represent particularly the distriet of Bay Head. Have
you any particular grievance from the Bay?—The principal grievance is
that the lands they had were taken from them, and they want them back
again. In common with the workmen of the town, they would like very
much to get back the lands from which they were driven, and which
they are willing to pay for.

16568, Where were these lands +—All round the town.

16369, Mr Fraser-Muckintosh.—You were asked what extent of arable
Jand would be sufficient for an enlarged eroft, if the man would be able
to live upon it+—1I said from six to ten acres of arable land, with moor-
land in conncection with it and in ¢ommon,

16570. The extent of the arable land is quite fixed %—From six to
ten acres is the average of crofters’ land of good quality.

16571, But it is impossible to tell by acres what the moorlind would be,
because the hill pasture varies very much, does it not+They use the
hill pasture in common.

16572, But supposing a crofter could get a piece of hill land to
bhimselfy I supppose it would depend very much upon the nature of
the hill pasture what extent it would be necessary to use along with the
croft +—It would depend upon the nature and quality of it, because in
some districts the hill pasture is better than in other districts.

16573, Then is it not the proper way to ascertain what would make a
croft comfortable in the way of pasture, to know how many sheep and
how many cows it would pasture in summer? Is not that the proper
way to get at 167—The proper way to get at it is to give them the hill

_ pasture and the land, and they can arrauge those matter themselves,

16574, What stock wouid be necessary for the crofter to live in
1 should fancy from six to ten head of cattie and from forty
to fifty head of sheep.

16575, Would they require a couple of horses 3 —Not necessarily ; it
might require one horse.

16576. Then that is the size of croft which would enable the crofter
to live in comfort T—Yes, that is what I consider.

16577. You were asked some question about what should happen in
the future. If such enlarged croft were laid out, I presume you would
prevent subdivision of the croft +—Yes, undoubtedly

16578, And you believe that emigration would voluntarily take place?
—Yes.

16379, That the people would see the evils of subdivision so much
that they would not permit subidivision to take place +—TYes, that is
what T mean.

16580. Wouid you make thaé compulsory I—Yes, 1 wounld make it
compulsory to have whole lots without subdivision.

16581. To a certain extent, you would prohibit subdivision by law 1
—Yes, I would.

16582. The Chairman.—\What roads were in the island when Sir
James Matheson bought it?—1 know that the people worked at relief
works—making roads,
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16583, Bub were there any roads in the island; and if so, to what
points did they lead ¥—7Yes, there were roads in the island,

1658+, Where to+—1I think there were roads all the way from here to
Ness,

16585, A road you could drive over —Yes.

16586, Any other roads +—Yes, there were other ones.

16587, But you do not know them T am not confident about them,
becanse it was before my time.

16588, Did Sir James Matheson build any schools in the island —He
may have done s0, but I am not aware of any schools,

16589. Was there steam communication with the mainland when Sir
James came here ¥—Yes, there was, .

16590, 1 am afraid you are mistaken. Are you not aware that Sir
James put on the ‘Mary Jane’ himself, the first steamer that traded with
the island +—Xo, I was not aware of that till now.

16591. You mentioned that Sir James made cortain improvements at a
cerlain time, at what time were those improvements made$—I suppose
about fifteen years ago.

16592. Do you mean he paid 1s. 2d. per day fifteen years ago? Are
you not speaking of the years 1848 lo 1852 +The only improvements
he did in the Lewis that I know of were on the grounds round the castle.

165693. That is within your recollection ; bub you have been talking of
things far beyond your recollection. In improving the castle grounds
within your recollection, was he in the habit of paying people 10d. per
day I—So far as I know, and have been told, the wages on the average
were from 10d. to 14d. per day,—within the last ten or fifteen years,—
in my own day, That is what I have been informed.

16594, Where did you get your information I come in contact with
a great deal of information. I am always on the move,

16595. Was it from the people who received these wages?— Well, T have
been hearing about it all round.

16596. Did you get it directly +—XNo, I have rot got it directly.

16597, Are you aware that at no distant perivd a shilling a day was
the nsual wage for labour im this country +—Within the last forty or
fifty years the working wages in this country for unskilled labour were
two shillings a day.

16598. You are not aware that the rise in wages from a shilling took
place in 1848 %+—No, I am not aware of that.

16599. You mentioned that the people were guite willing to go
inland, to take crofts inland as well as on the shore}—They are willing
to take the land that was under cultivation Lefore, and is now under deer
and sheep.

16600. Is there such land inland +—Yes,

16601. Where is it I—Park.

16602, That is on the sea-shore 9—It is inland a good deal too.

16603. Are you aware that an attempt was made to settle crofters at
Little Deanston and failed +—XNo.

16604. Is the Rev. Angus MTver a member of your association +—He
is not.

16605. He gave it as his opinion that the crofters to be comfortatle
should pay only half the present ren’, but I think it is your opinion that
the rent over the whole island is not too high +TI say the matter of rent
is not the principal grievance; it is the matter of land. They want the
land altogether.

16606, DBut rent has really a good deal to do with it, Do you think
that the island is not too highly rented, ox is it too highly rented +—Some of
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the crofters complain that the rents are high enongh; but it is not the
rent question that is agitating the people at all

16607. The aereage of the island is 417,000 acres. You think that
would hold 70,000 people comfortably I think it would.

16608, Have you divided 417,000 acres by 70,000, and found how
many acres it would give to each T—Ng, I have not,

16609, It gives between 51 and 6 acres to each, and you know yourself
the character of a great deal of the land. You mentioned the stock which
the people in your opinion should have. Now, taking 70,000 people, or
gay 12,000 families, with one horse, eight cattle, and forty-five sheep for
each family—the total stock which the island would need to carry would
be 12,000 horses, 96,000 heal of eattle, and 540,000 head of sheep. Do
vou think the island would be capable of carrying that stock t—I say
there would be a considerable proportion of those people who would be
at the fishing industry.

16610. Say half of them - Perhaps half of them,

16611, Then do you think thers is sufficient land to carry the half ot
the stock I have mentioned,—or 6000 horses, 48,000 head of cattle,
and 270,000 head of sheep?—T am not prepared to answer that.

16613. You say that each family ought to have from six to ten acres of
arable land and a share of the hill pasture attached to it. Well, with
the stock abave mentioned, it has heen calenlated that you would require
some three and a half million acres instead of 417,000 acres. DBut you
have given us your statement as matter of opinjon, you are not prepared
to give the ground of your opinion +—No.

16613. Sheriff Nicolsocn.—We have had evidence enough to show us
that, in the late Sir James Matheson’s time, there were many things done
which were perhaps not to be approved of, by persons who perhaps very
ill represented him. I wish to put a question as to what good he did; I
do not think that the good things men do should be entirely forgotten, or
unknown to a new generation. You said that Sir James Matheson had
done nothing to your knowledge for the benefit of the crofters. Was it
not for the benefit of the crofters to expend large sums of money on the
schools in the island %~—The Free Church expended large suma,

16614, That is not an answer, Was it not a thing for the benefit of the
erofters to spend mouey for the education of their children 1—1 was not
aware that sums were expended in the country distiicts by Sir James.

16615, Diid you never hear that for years before the Edueation Act

_was passed Sir James Matheson contributed liberally to the support of

every school in the island, and that be expended thousands of pounds in
that way #—1I was not aware of that till now.

Roperice M‘Sween, Crofter, Steinish (77)—examined,

16616. Professor Mackinnon,—You have a statement 1o submit to the
Commissiouers +—Yes.—* Statement of Crofiers’ Grievances from the Town-
¢ ship of Steinish, in the parish of Stornoway, for subinission to the Royal
¢ Commission, 6th June 1883.—Gentlemen, We are poor ignorant men,
“ and would humbly lay cur grievances in brevity before you for redress
¢ and remedy. These are, viz, that the proprietor deprived us of 120
¢ acres of agricultural ground and moar pasture, of which he gave, without
* any reduction of rent to us, 19 acres to Mrs Houston, a large farmeress
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¢ at Melliost, and 50 acres fo one Mr Simon Fraser (who came here 4 LEWIS.
¢ fotal stranger), who rents the same at £11 stetling. Roderick M*‘Sween, —

* the eldest man in the said township, and the longest crofter paying rent STUENOWAY.
¢ {or {orty-three years past, remembers well of the previous rent havive  Roderick
‘been £30, 17s, whereag it is now £41—thus giving an increase in 3 ‘Sween,
¢rental of £10, 3s.* Alter the deprivation of the great extent of lun:

¢ taken from us, the proprietor has given the best part of our township

¢ to others without our consent, namely, 8 acres to J. Leadingham,

* 30 acres to George DMlackenzie, besides the Tongue of Tong, the best

¢ grazing we had, to Mr Grant, a large sheep, &ec., farmer. These are only

“a few out of many of our grievances, which we would humbly submit to

¢ your Commission ; but as brevity must be observed, we will presently close

‘ with the last but not least hardship to which we have been subjected,

¢ and which is 4 shame and disgrace in a Christian country-—that is the

¢ bona fide fact, the impossibility of getting a road to our burial ground

¢ withoub trespass and scaling s dyke six fect high with our dead for

¢ interment, although we have been paying taxes and road assessment

¢ for the whole period of our ccecupaney of our present crofts or lots.  We

¢ shall he glad to appear before you, and in our own humble and illiterate

‘ manner answer any questions you may be pleased to ask us; and

* boping you will be the cause of redressing our grievances and ameliort-

‘ing our poor condivion, we have the honour to be, gentlemen, your

‘ most ohedient servants, the crofters of Steinish, near Stornoway. Per

‘ Roperick M“Sweex and Muvepo M‘LeExsax.’

16617, Who wrote the paper you now submit +—Mr Walter Rose.

16618. Was it read to you before ?—It was the people of the place
who put down what was put into that paper by Mr Rose.

16619, So that yeu know yourself quite well what is in the paper 3—
Yes.

16620. How many pecple are in that place paying rent +—TFourteen af
present pay reat

16621. How much rent do they pay +—Upwards of £40. I caine
there forty-three years ago, and there were eight lots then.

16622, You say that 120 acres of agricultural ground and moorland
pasture were taken from you first, and you got no reduction of rent for
that. When was this done It is thirty-three years at least since most
of it was taken from us,

16623, And then there were nineteen acres given to Mrs Houston
when was that +—About the same time. I was at sea at the time.

16624, And the fifty acres given to Mr Fraser,—was that at the same
time T—All at the same time.

16625. And in none of the cases was there any reduction of rentt—
No.

16626. Now, you say the rent has been increased by £10 during ihe
last forty-three years, Does that mean that the £10 includes taxes —
Yes.

16627. So the actual rent has not increased so much as that +—No.

16628. You said that the proprietor gave without your consent eight
acres to Mr Leadingham ; when was that’—A long time ago. I
cannot mention the date. 1 was at sea at the time.

16629. And thirty acres to Mr George Mackenzie ; and no reduction of
rent +—Fight acres of the thirty were given to Mr Mackenzie in Lady
Heod's time, and the rest in Sir James’ time.

16630. With regard to the grievance about the churchyard, it is
stated in the paper here that there is no road to the burial ground except
by sealing a dyke six feet high with your dead for interment. Is that

* See Appendix A, XL.




LEWIS.

STORNOWAT.

Roderick
M'Sween.

1070 Highlands and Islands Commission.

the only place where the people of your township bury their dead }--Our
burying place is at Uy.

16631, But is this Place also used by the people for burying their
dead *—The complaint is not that the chuchyard is surrounded by a six
foet wall without a gats, but that there is a six feet wall ncar our own
house on the xoad—the only road we can conveniently go to the church-
rard,

! 16632. But suppose there was a gafe on that wall, you would require a
road through the farm to the r,hurchyald —Yes,

16633, Was that the way you used to go long ago T Yes; that was
the regular burying place.

16634, Ts this a grievance that aftects other peaple as Well as your
township Tt affects only our township. The otliers can go by another
way.

16635. Did you endeavour to get a gate put upon the wall to allow
vou to go to the churchyard ?—There was a gate, bub in order to prevent
the possible access of a heast through that gate into the parks, the gate
was broken down, and the entrance closed up.

16636. Have you mada an endeavour to get that gate restored 11 did
not like to trouble the factor, but the ground officer was spoken to this
year about it.

16637. What did he say 7—I do not know what he said. Tt was
somehody else who spoke to him and not myself. The conversation
occurred at a funeral at which the ground officer was present.

16638. In regard to your crofts, what is it the people in your place
would wish to be done +—When T came to Steinish forty-three years ago,
T was paying £4, 4s. of rent. T had four milk cows then, Tt iz thirty-
three years since the pasture I have mentioned was taken from us, and
now I ¢an scarcely maintain one cow, Two cows are the most that any
crofter in the place keeps, and it is as much as they can do fo keep them,

16639, How would you put these matters richt t—What the people
want is more grass for their cattle, and the arable land which they lost.
They require kitchen with their food as well as the food itself—milk and
butter, and clothing to clothe themselves

16640, Do you think the place is large enough to support the whols
fourteen of you—the land you had before+—We would be very well
contented with it

16641, The rent has increased, but chiefly by taxation. Yon don’t
complain that the rent is too high 1—T know it is too high.

16642, You yourself pay £4 +—1I pay £4, 12s. 6d. besides taxes.

16643, What rent do you think would be a fair rent for your eroft
withaut taxes 1—If it was at the same rent at which we had [it before we
would be content ; that is £4, 4s. with the pasture land restored

16644. Isit rrood land that you have 7—It is not bad land at all ; we
aree not complwininw of the land.

16645, Would it be easy to give you back what you had hefore }—1t
is easy enough, if they liked to give it to us.

16646. Why was it taken away ; was it that the boundaries would be
easier marked, or what +—I cannct answer that.

16647. You know the boundaries of the place well enough; were the
boundaries more natural in the old time than now —The boundaries that
are now between us and the tack were made at the time when the tack
was erected. The dyke was made close to our doors when that Iand was
taken from us. A boy standing at any of the doors in our township, in
the centre, could easily throw a stone to the boundary on the one side
and to that on the other.
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16648. So if the old boundaries were renewed again, do you think the
fourteen families could live upon the old land in comfort in your place ?
—Yesz.

16649. Afr Fraser-Mackintosh.—What is the name of the tack on the
one side I—Goramelete.

16650, And what is the name of the tack on the other side?—The
other tack is Mr Simon Fraser’s, and it has no other name than that of
Steinish.

16651. Was that fence put up entirely for the advantage of those two
tacks, and to the loss of the crofters +—These dykes were erected entirely
for the beneflt of the tacks on each side. We were deprived of our peat
moss at the same time,

16652, In regard to this wall keeping you from the churchyard, is the
road on the other side of the dyke along to the churchyard destroyed t—
1t is vot destroyed, it is as good as ever.

16653. That is on your own side, but on the other side what is it +—
There is a part of the ground on that side—the tacksman’s side—whero
there never was a road ; but beyond that the road is as it was.

16654, Is it a very old burial ground +—The oldest churchyard in
Lewis. It is called Aignish,

16655. Do you know it is illegal by the law of Scofland to shut up
any road leading to a churchyard or to a church I believe it is.

16656. And if so, why did you permit this —Decause we were very
peaceable, and preferred to bear it rather than put other peopls to
trouble.

{ADJoURNED.]

STORNOWAY, LEWIS, MONDAY, JUNE 11, 18383

Present :—

Sir Kexnere S, Macgenzig, Bart., Chairman.
Doxaro Cameron, Esq. of Lochiel, M.P.

C. Fraser-Macrivtosa, Esq., M.P.

Sheriff Nrcorsoxn, LL.D. :

Professor Macrixxon, M.A.

Narigr CampprLL, Solicitor, Stornoway (50)—examined,

16087, The Chairmanr.—DBy whom ate you delegated to appear here!?
—1I am appointed by several crofters. I may mention it was the wish of
the general body of the crofters that I should appear; and I was also
appointed by parties who were understood to represent the crofters,—I
refer to the Mighland Lewis Land. Association, who were acting as a
committee in public to prepare the parties for the reception of the
Commissioners. I produce a specimen of the mandates T have.

16668, Would you make your statement $—[Paper read.]

16659. Ias that paper been already read before the Land Law Reform
Association of Lewis I—T believe it has ; not this particular paper perhaps,
but the draft of it. I may just state in connection with it, to show
the unreliability of the public here, within a few minutes it was

LEWIS.

STORNOWAT.

Roderick
M'Sween.

Napier ’
Campbell.



LEWIS.

STORNOWAY.

Napier
Campbell.

Charles
Mackenzie
Macrae,

1672 Highlands and Islands Commission.

conveyed to Mr Muure by one of the officiuls, and I am threatened
with an action of damages ; and I am here to defy any action of damages.

16660, Before we say anything about it, we must first consider
whether we shall consent to receive it, and we shall retire to consider
that. There are statements here touching the character of a dead man,
which make it necessary for us to consider whether we should receive the

aper.

P The Commissioners retired, and on resuming, the Chairman stated

Inthe absence of the Chairman of the Commission, the Commissioners
have resolved to receive Mr Napier Camphell’s statement provisioualiy, re-
gerving for a full meeting of the Commission the question of itsfinal disposal.*

Caarres Mackexzie Macrag, M.D. (65)—examined.

16661, The Chairman.—You were elected at a meeting in Stornoway,
presided over by the chief magistrate, to come here and speak on the

- Jand question §—1 was.

16662, Have you a statement to make to the Commission?—I
have drawn up a few notes, thinking T could convey the little I have to
say in this form better than 1 could in the way of answering guestions,
for which I have no particular aptitude.

16663. We shall be very glad to Lear your paper3—The pressure of
the times, as felt in the Highlands and Isles, varies in nature and
severity in different localities. In each there are, from recent experiencr,
lessons to be learned and suggestions for the future, claiming the careful
study of every lover of his country. In Lewis as elsewhere the parties
chiefly interested, the rulers and the ruled, have already to some extent
given expression to their sentiments on the present crisis; the
Supervision Beard also as it affected its own province ; and perhaps in
the nature of things, it was inevitable that the relative viewpoint of
parties should give its distinetive, if not a one-sided colouring to the
pictures they drew. The Poor Law functionary came to his scrutiny
strong in a cold belief in the elasticity of legal charity. After having to
deal hefors with evasions and distortions of fact, backing appeals of relief
by the poor, he judges partly from past experience, notes carefully every
semblance of prosperity, and distrusts the famine cry when starvation
was imminent. The landlord party, strong in a traditional fame for
good government and fair treatment of temantry, naturzlly resented the
imputation of oppression, or any wrong that could have grown into
system otherwise than insidiously and wunawares, And the sheep
farming process, denounced by the crofter as the encroachmeni of
the lewer animals on the rightful domain of the tillers of the s.ii,
had become se commobpplace and approved as middle class farmirg,
and removal elsewhere the right safety valve for a plethora of people,
that it seemed not to admié of questton that all available space for
erofter holdings had been exhausted in the demand for large farms, deer
forests, and sporting grounds,  The crofter, on the other hand, protests that
he has suffered long and grievously in his pinched and cribbed condition,
bearing long in silence, until his smothered discontent caught the glow
and felt the spur of the general land agitation, and now makes known by
respectful petition and other demonstrations how sorely he feels
aggrieved. Many, ready enough fo denounce oppression out of
sympathy with the crefier, incline fo think his real condition was
largely concealed by his patient and passive submission to hardship—an

* Bee Appendix A, XLIV, for amended Statement.



Minutes of Evidence. 1073

endurance arising, as he now represents, not from contentment or
stolidity, bub from sheer dread of arbitrary power. Tt is not surprising
if acts of tyranny and mismule seemed ineredible to such ss knew the
Iarge outlays incurred by the late proprietor with a benelovent purpose—
the vast sums expended on the reclaiming of moorland and on public
works dtring the destitution of 1847, of which he bore the brunt singly
—on extensive and repeated emigration—on postal communieation, on
roads, bridges, the patent slip, and other projeets, and epecially on the
erection of schools and support of teachers in the pressing demand for
education prior to the national systen. Any statzment belying such
beneficence on the part of the superior may reasonably be referred to
misguided counsel, to errors in judgment and management on the pwt of
sorae former officials, not fitted by the right exrerience or special wisdom
for a charge of such gravity. . Hence the ohjectionable methods resorted
to with the object of averling pauperism, swelling the rentals, with the
view of securing a fair pecuniary return for expenditure. Ience the
tailure to stimulate the tenantry to utilize the vesources of land and sen,
to adopt better modes of land culture, and better habits of thrift and
industry, and to enlighten them generally ; how best to help themselves,
When thus attending to estate management, may 1 add that, as far as
known to me, the gentlemun presently in charge justly possesses the people’s
coufidence, as sceking with all the impartiality iu his power to serve the
dual yet enmmon intercsts involved. Tt is safe to say, however, tlat
while a single factor may overtake the mere business transactions and
exactions of this estate, the additional duties devolving on property in the
right and adequate oversight of some 23,000 erofter population, with
all the lessons they need in their present stage of transition, mean a task
and a responsibility that seems too great for any one individual, howeyer
competent, The chapter of grievances thus accumulated consists to some
extent of errors of head as much as of heart. In some respects, they are
faults of a evstem that had become stereotyped, and retained from a kind
of conservatism as the proper ancient order of things—a pelicy the evils of
which appear worst in retrgspect, viewed in the light shed on popular
rights by a more forward civilisation. The detail of grievances from the
modern point of view may well bo left to the crofters themselves ; while
the main complaint of cottars is the withholding of land, the grievance
of crofters, rising above all petty disabilities, ie the smallness of holdings,
and in many cases alieged unfairness in the modes of diminishing their
former extent without any abatement of rent. They speak of the paring
and curtailing and absireeting of pasture lands to enlarge tacks and
straighten boundaries, or to create mew crofts, but with no deduction of
rental to the former possessors,—rather in some cases an alleged abitrary
increase. They tell of processes of depopulation, and causing crofters
who remain in the island to be removed from one district to be planted
on the borders of anocther, or wedged into the vacancies of a township
atready overpeopled. At the same time, they coutend that while the
population has thus largely outgrown the arable area of land to which
they are restricted, that yet the island itself is not overpeopled, and that
poverty and chronic destitution are very much the result of insufficiency
of land. And the opinion is firmly held, that along with other sources
of subsistence increasing year by year, the land resources of the island, if
wisely developed and appropriated, ave equal to the maintenance and
comfort of a mmuch larger population than now oceupies it.  In this belief
a strong current has set in recently against emigration, and none the less
that it has been held up so much as the present panacea with landowners
and other philanthropists for general land ailments. It is no doubt true
BB
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that in these districts, more espeeially wherein land produce and stock ara
the sole dependence, a disposition has oceasionally sprung up in hard times
to leave the nabive scil, and exchange home drudgery for better prospects
heyond sea, particularly when friends gone before may be holding out
brighter days, inviting to follow, and offering help. It may be that, in
such circuinstances, there has been imprudence shown in repressing the
emigration spirit, when perhaps the proper course should be meanwhile
neither to foster nor restrain it, unless advised either way, plainly
appearing to the peopls impartial, and given from a sense of duty.
Emigration, that should approve itself as judieious and beneficial alike
to the emigrant aud those left behind, must move on some such lines as
these, viz,, first, °t must be entirely voluntary, and at the same time,
when spontaneously resolved upon, should be generously aided and
kindly directed, to move not in isclated units, but in family groups, of
which the younger memliers at least should be sufficiently educated
and fitted to face a wider sphere than the circles of purely Celtic
intercourse. Secondly, it must, as regards the home ficld, prove a
thinning rather than the erowding process whieh it has proved as hitherto
conducted. Formerly, when a township was being depopulated, such as
deciined to emigrate werc usually disposed of by being transplanted
into villages already much too densely occupied, and thus lessening
rather than inecreasing the home proviston. Thirdly, it must embrace
careful provision for the well-being of the emigrants in the land of their
adopticn ; planting them (if in sufficlent numbers) in small Jand
colonies, with a few skilled farmers intermixed, to teach by example the
proper working of new fields of labour—and providing likewise pastoral
oversight and educational appliances such as they enjoyed at home. In
removing even to the most suitable parts of our colonies, Lewismen have
learned that their home habits, language, and lack of culture must entail
many hardships ere they can adapt themselves to the new order of
things, It is not surprising therefore, if they turn eagerly to the
resources and capabilities of their native isle which yet remain to be
developed. To such as are not blinded by foregone eonclusions, it is very
obvious that the home resources, alike of land aud sea, are by no meaus
exhausted, but are rather in the incipient stage of being turned to profit-
able account. Many think that fishing and land eculture would prosper
best disjoined. But there are incidents of climate and season which seem
fo show that in the present stage of advancement they may with
advantage be combined. In either directions there i3 yet ample room and
to spare at homs for exerfion, and crofters with the two-fold oceupation
may be accommodated for years to come, in the land of their birth, and that
not with any obvious apparent sacrifice of the landlord interest, A
strong impression prevails that if the proprietrix were given to understand
that such new or extended allotments would eventually result in mutual
benefit to all concerned, she would gracefully concede the prayer of the
crofters’ humble petition—rwhich to grant would be ic harmeny, not only
with her own most generous actings, but with the whole tenor of the
beueficent and patriotic example of her lamented husband, our late
proprietor.  To provide for the surplus population, yet without any hold-
ing, it is reasomable tc submit—1. That the large tracts of arable and
pasture lands adjacent to goed harbours and fishing ground, presently
held by tacksmen, should when out of lease be allocated 10 erofters on fair
terms of rent and lease. Such eligible localities there are of considerable
extent in the parishes of Ulg, Lochs, and Stornoway, extensive enough to
accommodate mony bundreds of cottars and squatters presently without
any holding. 2. There lic on the outskirts of the arable and cultivated
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lands in nearly all the old villages or townships, tracts of bleak, but in
parts very reclaimable, Jands, from which the moss has been stripped for
fuel, as used up by suecessive generations. These large spaces of
denuded and exposed subsoil form part of the so-called common pasture
ground usually styled fbacking’ or ‘cul’ by the crofters. As such,
however, their present benefit of said backing is more imaginary than
real.  They are generally eycsores to look at, black and rugged-look-
ing, here moss bogs, thera patches of gravel, with tufts of heather
interspersed, and altogether of little or no service to man or beast.
Owing to the very level or slightly undulating charaeter of Lewis land,
and the very workable subsoll in many places, these outlying elearances
from moss are for most very susceptible of being converted into grass-
grown pasture or corn-producing land. Of such, there are several largo
tracts to be found convenient to fishing stations, and very convertibie
into croft allotments, Such exist extensively in Ness on the moorland
side of Lionel, Habost, and Swainbost, in Lochs, also beside fishing inlets,
and on both sides of Broad Bay and other parts of Stornoway parish.
‘When such moss stripped land is indispensable for pasture, and cannot
well be apportioned in crofting, they might be so appended as to enlargs
old lots when econtignous and previously too small; and townships so
sitnated and divided into sections of thiee or four erofters each, might
combine t  eclaim eaeh seetion, getting a proportion of acres in partner
ship, to be gradually trenched, laid out in crop or pasture, and fenced with
feal or stone, both commonly at hand. Thus, the now bleak and almost
useless moorland could be turned into separate and protected grass en-
closures, transformed into the grazing so much in demand, but one acre of
which so eonverted would be more valuable for pasture than a score in its
present condition, and the Lewis waste and so called bog land would to a
large extent gradually assume the aspect of lowlund-like cultwre and
fertility. Dy this method many crofts now too small might easily be
enlarged. And in fishing villages particularly (in others also) enclosed
grazings would besides other benefits save herding of cattle by children,
and so remove one main obstacle to school attendance.  Were the entire
erofts to share the benefit of this trenching, draining, and fencing process,
the way would be paved for another improvement in eroft farming, viz.,
rotation of cropping, and laying oub portions under grass in succession.
This suggests that throughout the ecrofter land (3) an improved
husbandry is much needed to give proper justice to the soil. Generally
but & small pertion of crofter land has been properly drained or trenched ;
scarcely any properly fenced. On the western seaboard, where they
depend most on land produce, waste interspaces, stone cairns above and
under ground, water-logged furrows, and wet tortuous rigs, still abound as
they have done for generationsg, and grazing grounds are conducted still
on a system of illmanaged communism, and giving no scope to
individual industry or efforts.  'With a better system of tillage, and under
fairly adjusted terms of lease, rental, and compensation, there is no reason
why the croft should not cope acre for acre in productiveness and return
acre for acre with the large arable farm. In this matter the last hard
seagon, with its sore privation to the crofter, reads a lesson not to be
neglected. Tacksmen generally sccured and preserved their grain and
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quality that in several instances & portion was profitably sold. The
reason of the difference was that the facksman’s land from proper culture
was dry and kindly enough to admit of early sowing, 8o well fenced
and protected, that all sceds were put seasonably in the soil, and being
healthy from frequent chamge of seed, their stronger crops were much
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less injured hy the ungenial season, while by rotation of cropping this
goil had attained and maintained a state of fair average productiveness,
It is quite practicable to transform the crofter’s land to yield the same
satisfactory results by Jike skiil and proper husbandry. Given, on
equitable terms, a holding of some six acres in fishing districts—eight to
ten in purely agricultural parts,—guarded against subdivision and
squatting —restricted to sunming according to rental and grazing—the
charge of hill stock, when existing, committed to a competent common
herd. Given also adequate stimulus to treat the soil on the improved
system of eulture--to aiternate rest and cropping, and so arranging that
two or more neighbours could show not only a commeon fence, but also
common implements, so far as to lighten materially their toil, one plough
and pair of harrows would serve three crofts,—with these advantages the
earth would yield her increase as never before, the erofters’ burden and
drudgery would be lightened, the miserable exposure of children in herd-
ing (thus one great hindrance to education removed), would nearly cease;

“and some progress made towards a comfort and prosperity less liable to

the violent Huctuations that have hitherto aflected land returns. The
crofters’ domieiles also as well as their crofts very generally need
thorough remodelling.  In three-fourths of them is mo regard paid to
scicnee in site, style of erection, or sanitary safeguards. Even when
walls, roof, and separate apartments are passable, the surroundings are
sadly neglected,—without proper roadway levelling or drainage. Some
planted so in peat banks and hollows, or between earth mounds or on
moss-imbedded boulders, that draining iz scarcely possible, and hence
reeking cesspools and unhealthy stagnation of a variety of things
offensive within and without, leading, it woull ahnost seem in the worst
examples, from long association, to a geperal tolerance of flth as if it were
a vested interest.  Reform in this direction lies not only with landlords,
but with all empowered to secure to our loyal islanders the full benefits
of civilisation and the rightful fruit of their labour. But, fourthly, it
is clear, that however much the maintenance of Lewis crofters may be
supplemented by land reforms, its mainspring and staple source must be
looked for from the fisheries, for which the shores are so well adapted.
Precarious as weather and climate are, and often the cause of fuilure fur a
season, the people ever cling with hopeful expectancy to the prospect of
coming suceess, and now more than ever, seeing that a cheering beginning
has been made in the construction of harbours, for the safety and
encouragement of our adventurous fishermen, it is earnestly hoped that
each parish shall ultimately be provided with a port of safety, with
landing place, Lrerkwater, pier or quay as may suit, at the mest suitable
fishing centres. No doubt, eventually, the fishings shall be prosecuted
more extensively, more profitably, and on a better system than hitherto,
Much goeod would result were it pessible to malify or entirely remove
such drawbacks as the eredit and truck system, specially as they affect the
cod and ling fishings. The system oft inflicts loss on the curer,
demoralises the fisherman by offering facilities for dishonesty and the
contraction of debt, and presscs most on the honest solvent fisherman
who pays the curer the high percentage on his goods, based on his
caleulation of loss, while the price of fish is uniform to the honest and
dishonest. In much the same category may be placed the bounty system
now universal in the herring trade—a gratuity in the way of airles—I1t may
be more than some earnings in bad seasons. A high bonus for the
privilege of being fished for—should the fish never come-—a prineiple
very liable to abuse, and tending to foster anything but enterprise on the
part of fishermen. Among the projects mooted for the promotion of our
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fisheries, telegraphic communication between Stornoway and the principal
fishing stations round the coast is specially important, as will be urged by
special delerates.  Probably, in course of time, tlie way might thus be
prepared for another scheme also mooted, the construction of a line
of tramway communication between the same west coast and
Stornoway, say from Ness and Carloway, in separate lines, or
forming a junction uat some points. The proved appositeness and
vantage of these western stations for deep-sea fishing, and probably also
for early herring fishing, point out the gain of connecting them with the
noarest steam and railway termini, apd so with the southern markets,
The greater value of fresh fish and other preducts in saleahle condition
would give immense impulse to the fishing interest and to general tiaflic
—speedy sale being furnished not only for ling, ecod, herring, salmon, and
lobster, but for every commedity the island could supply for immediate
consumption. BSuch a line would be facilitated and clieapened by the
level character of the interior. It might be made available also for the
transport of peat fuel from the vast acenmulations of moss it would pass
through, In Stornoway this fuel is becoming yearly more costly, and a
cheaper supply would greatly benefif especially the working classes and
the pauper population that bave flocked so eagetly info the fown$ The
export trade in fuel, now small, would also readily increase, give
considerable employwment, and enlarge the moss-divested clearances, But,
however much such measures for extracting their wealth from sea and
Iand may conduce to our material welfare, it must be borne in mind
—lastly, that the great lever for upraising islemen from their depressed
condition, the sure highway to genuine progress must be looked for in
the train of & thorough education permeating the entire social fabrie. Tt
must be confessed that Lewis is not yet in the way of reaping the full
benefit of its educational machinery, and this very much because the
achool is unhapyily associated with high rates and appressive burdens in
the minds of a people long indifferent to its value, aud secing little in
taxation to render it attractive. Henee are the advantages of regular
school attendance persistently sacrificed to the most paltry excuses, such
as irvegularity of diet, deficient clothing, or bad shoes—the herding of cattle
—+the nursing of infants—the illness of some member of the family—the
pretence of slight illness—the dread of infection, real or assumed-—the
merest whims of the children—in short, the various shifts which parents
accept or connive at when they themselves never realised their need of
being taught, when the cost, however small, is grudsed, and the great
boon nauseated on account of its comcomitants, When the enforce-
ment of school atfendance has to face such difficulties, it is a question
worthy the study of a paternal Government if among such classes as the
long down-trodden Hebrideans, education should not at their present stage
be presented on the footing of a free gift—and not only fees remitted,
but school attendance secured by premium of some sort rather than by
penalty. In the domain of intellectual culture, much remains to be
attained by Lewismen ere they reach in educational advantages to parity
with more favoured communities, When the curricutuin of the elementary
school has been completed, and the more vigorous native intellects have
penetrated the dense crust which has long enveloped them, and, having
imbibed the love of knowledge, are eagerly desirous of higher attainments,
they find progress arrested by the want of a more advanced school
Hence, one of our most pressing wants is an institnte for the higher
ingtruction, efficient of staff, easy of access, and available on their own
goil for promising youths of straitened means, but superior endowment.
On this subject the following representation has been made by the
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Stornoway School Board fo the Education Department :—* Sehoo! Bonrd
¢ of Storrowey, Stornoway, 21st Nep, 1882.—In reply to your circular
¢ of April last, on the subject of higher education, T am instructed by the
Stornoway School Board to state that there is no school under
their management, or in the whole island of Lewis, in which provision is
made for secondary education. All the Lewis schools are clementary,
and as the board schools are situated in rural districts, and at great
distances from each other, it is impossible to convert any of them intc a
central higher elass school. The only schools that could be mule such
are those in the towns of Stornoway, but the board regret that none of
ihese iz under their management, nor, meanwhile, likely to be transferred.
These Btormoway schools are three in number, viz, “Lady Matheson’s
% Seminary,” an indusirial echeol for giris and young hoys, and
supported mainly by the proprietrix of the island, a “¥ree Church
“ Congregational School,” and the ¢ Nicolson Institution,” a partially
endowed school.  Were all these handed over, a higher school might be
reached by the graded system. Were even one transferred to the board
it would greatly facilitate the taking of steps towards the attainment of
secondary education. But ag matters now stand nothing can be dene in
this direction. The town schovls supply sufficicnt school aceommoda-
tion for all the children of school age, and the people could not face the
expense of building a new school, being too poor, and already much too
lLieavily taxed for the support of the existing schools, besides their other
parochial burdens. The circumstances of the people are altogether
cxceptional, and in the matter of higher education, they are really worse
off than they were previous to the passing of the Education Act. The
large population of the island (now close on 30,000}, and the
inability of the people generally to send their children to a distanee out
of the island to be more highly eduecated, render it imperative that
provision be made without delay for supplying near home the advantages
of secondary education, at least such as would give islanders the
preparatory training so commonly aceessible on the mainland, qualifying
pupils for the universities, for normal schools, for the teaching vocation,
and for other special professional, intellestual, and mercantile pursuits.
Were such a higher class school established in Stornoway, it would not
only meet a greatly felt want in Lewis, but would serve also as a higher
class school for the adjacent islands. Alveady has the State adopted
Stornoway as the most fitting eentral seat of naval instruction for the
natives of the Quter Hebrides and western seabeard of Rossshire and
Inverness-shire joining the Naval Reserves. It would suit equally as
the best central position for a higher educational school convenient to
islesmen and others throughout the same wide area. The School Board
of Stornoway earnestly hope that their Lordships will recognise the very
great necessity and benefit of such an inestimable beon to their island,
¢ and the peculiar difficulties in the way of attaining it by local effort, and
¢ that they may be able to suggest or devise, in concert with the Endow-
¢ ment Commissioners or otherwise, some resources by the aid of which such
¢ a school could be established. The board feel confident that by the
¢ greator facility for study afforded by such a school, properly equipped
‘and easy of access, the desire for education and higher attainment,
¢ already largely created by the extension of primary schools, would be
¢ greatly stimulated, and one great barrier to the upward progress of
¢ Hebrideans, an old and real eduncational disability, would no longer
“exist. The board further beg leave humbly to submit that to provide
*such a pressing requirement for the benefit of a truly loyal and law-
* abiding community, who are utterly unable herein to help themselves,
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*and who have long pined in intellectual darkness and penury, were an
act of generous legislation well becoming a paternal Government that
* has been wont, even in exceptional instances, to prove itself prompt and

¢ liberal in remedy wherever grievahce or necessity, specially affecting the -

¢ poor, were, as in this case, so very palpable and urgent.! From the
bourd’s letter to the Education Department it will be seen that this town
has no school under the coptrol of the Scheool Board, or subject to any
modification or ehange which the ratepayers may be desivous to effect, in
the way of obtaining a better and more advanced education for the
children. A strong application is about to be made also to the Endow-
ment Commissioners and likewise to the directors of the Socciety for
Promoting Christian Knowledge for their assistance in obtaining the boon
—and may we not hope that these efforts will be approved and secondad
as well as our other needed reforms effectually enforced and secured to
us by the Royal Crofters Commission. Great and lasting will our obliga-
tions be if as the result of your patient and onercus labours diffieult
problema now pressing for solution will be cleared up-—our homs=
industries better developed, our social condition raised, the relationship
of landlord and tenant thoroughly adjusted—the poor ecrofter's heart
cheered, his heavy burdens lightened, his sorest lund grievances ended,
and the humblest among them set on the path of upward ascent from
the very rear to the very forefront of civilisation. In locking hope-
fully to Government, we know the reproach of inveterate begging and
petitioning—we know the great difficulties in the way of exceptional
legislation, but we do think if our Legislature were fully informed and
suitably impressed with our uphill encumbrances, with the unequal
burdens and deal weights we bear beyond most of our fellow-countrymen,
and that need to bo removed ere we stand on a par,—fitted fairly to
wlvance on equal terms,—a generous statesmanship would devise steps and
arrangements so to facilitate our progress that we should shortly march
abreast with any other Briton in eivil and social life, as in sterling
character and manly daring, alike on the ocean wave or battleﬁeld.

16664. You are a pative of the istand, I think }—7VYes.

16663, Have you resided almost permanently in the Lewis 3T have.

16666, You refer at the commencement of the statement to certain
improvements, outlays on a patent slip, and so on. Have improvements
taken place in the Lewis in your time }-—Very considerable.

16667. In a paper sent to the Commission, a petition from the evofters
to the Prime Minister, it mentioned that while in the aggregate the rent
of the land hud been more than doubled during the last forty years, there
had been no improvements during that time worth adverting to, That
is not your opinion +—It is not my opinion.

16668, You think there have been considerable improvements +—I
have specified the large extent of land reclaimed, such as at Deanston,—
perhaps not a profitable subject for the proprietor—bué there has heen
a great deal done; and over at Shawbost there has been a great deal
reclaimed and let to erofters, and at various other places.

16669. The land at Deanston has gone out of cultivation again $—I
believe the drains have got choked up. Deep moss reclamation is not so
protitable as when you have it partially removed and access got to good
subsoil.

16670. There has been a considerable amount of increase in the arable
Iand, exclusive of Deanston +—A good deal.

16671, And the importance of Stornoway has very much inereased in
the last forty years+—It has,

16672, With regard to family emigration, do you think any number
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of people would care, if assistance were given, for such a system of
ewigration a8 you refer to? Do you think many families in the Lewis
would be willing to go +—2XNob at present, till they see what comes of this
land adventure.

16673, With regard to the schools, yon said the compulsory elau
does not work satisfactorily 7—It does not. '

16674, And you proposed to replace it by offering attractions to
enconrage good attendance +—Yes, or perhaps remitting the fees.

16675. In what other way would you encourage attendance +—It is
very difficult to say. We find the difHeulty of securing regular
attendance so greab that it is worth the atteution of the Legislature to
suggest some measure for carrying it out.  We have tried penalty, and we
have somctimes listened to excuses that we could hardly fall to accept as
reasonable and plausible when perhaps thiey were fictitions. 'We cannot
always say they are wrung, and we find a difdiculty in punishing the
pupil.

16676, Then do I understand yon are not prepared to specify any
remedy for that state of thingd +—There have been some methods used by
the Ladies’ Association that enconraged children very much to attend
schools—providing them with clothing, and providing them with books,
and when it was difficult for them to attend on such pleas, as want of
clothes and shoes, taking ways and means to supply these. I would
look upon that under certain eireumstances as an inducement.

16677. Are you prepared to recommend that these should be supplied
out of the rates I suppose already the Parochial Buard is liable for
such, but it would burden the rates very much.

16678, Are Lady Matheson, the trustees of the Nicolson Institute,
and the trustees of the Free Church School, averse to giving up their
schools to the board +—1I do not know that they are positively averse at
present.  There are some negotiations going on with regard to the
Nicolson Institution. The trustees are presently inclined to transfer
it as a whole, but the congregatiomal echool is not likely to be
transfered, and Lady Matheson's seminary is working so well as it stands
that perhaps there is no urgent reason why the School Board shouldl
look for its transference unless to facilitate this higher education that I
speak of.

16679, Dut that would be a very important object +-A very important
ohject.

Jl 6680. Do you think the trustees of the congregational school do not
gee that this is a very important ohject +—There are some difficulties in
regard to the transference of the Nicolson Tnstitution that have not been
cleared up. I believe they are presently before the Educational Endow-
ments Commission,

16681, My Cameron.—You say you think thaf large tracts of arable
and pastorsl land in the vicinity of the sea might be allocated to erofters,
and I think you referred to the three parishes of Uig, Lochs, and
Stornoway ; are you pretty well acquainted with the land to whick you
refer —Thoroughly well,

16682, Have you had amy experience yourself of farming 2—A little,

16683. What parish are you a native of =—The parish of Barvas,

16684, Do you consider the quality of the land in those parishes to he
susceptible of improvement 7—In some places T consider it is susceptible
of improvement, particularly where it is seen what kind of subsoil is
exposed after the removal of the moss, In some places the moss has
baen all thoroughly removed, otherwise there are thousands of acres in
the parish of Ness that are perfectly reclaimable,
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18683, The land you refer to in Ness iz not similar to that at Dean-
ston +—The difference 1s that at Deanston the moss is very deep and the
dlrains ot soft, and the crop at that deep moss is not at all so profitable.
Tt grows grass very well, but it does not grow crops so well.

16686. And this land which you refer to is what is called backing ?—
Yes; between that and the moss that has not been used for fuel

16637. And that land consists of ground frem which the moss has
been removed +—Mostly.

16688. What is the character of the subsoil+—Clay in & great many
places.  Where it is rock I do not consider that reclaimable. It is partly
rock, but apart from that, I can point out several districts where the
subsoil is by no means reck.

16689, For what purpose is that ground utilised +—For cul or backina,
and I have stated in iy paper thas with a routine of cropping, and
properly protecting the patches of land they have, and having a piece of
grass land enclosed, they could provide pasture for their eows that would
be of infinitely more service than an infinitely larger proportion of that
land.

16G6990. What is that land used for now—for grazing =—For cattle.

16691, Mow many acres would it reguire of this land as it now is to
feed a cow t—Tlere are some patches of it where I suppose it would take
twenty acres to feed an animal

16692. And that culy I presume in sammer —Only in summer.

16693. The quality of the grass is not good 7—There are some places
where thete is 6o grass at all—just a tuft of heather here and there.

16694. And the subsoil is elay and gravel =—>Mostly clay.

16695, What treatment would you apply to this land in order to bring
it into cultivation to be of use to the croftersT—It would need to be
trenched and drained, but 1 think the desirable thing is protection.
There is no protection to the crofters’ land at present, but they are in want
of fencing, and they can never carry on a proper system of cropping till
the land is fenced. I mentioned s kind of way in which it might he
done, by two or three crofters getting a plece of land in partnership and
having implements in common—a common plough and perhaps a pair of
horses between them. A pair of horses might do for three or four crofts,
but that implies that the land should be put into proper order at first.

16696. 1 should have thought from your description that trenching
land with such a subsoil as yon describe would be sufficient without
draininz, but yvu are inclined to think that drzining would be also
necessary —In some places. Perhaps there are several places which
would not require draining, such as high land where theve is a fall.

16697. There is a tile manufactory on the property +—Yes.

16608, Are tile pipes made there 1-—A considerable quantity.

16699. So that the price of draining with tiles would not be so
expensive as in some other islands +—I should think not.

16700. Now as o this proeess of improvement, which I suppose you
will admit would be somewhat expensive, how would you propose that
the expense should be borne +—1It would depend on the terms on which
the crofter wonld get the land, and the length of the lease. The rent at
first should be more or less nominal according to the difficulty of
reclaiming the land. Some parts of the soil are easily breucht in and
others not. Or he might get a proportion of the reclaimed iands for a
certain term of years, and pay interest on improvements for the rest.

16701. You mean, as I understand, that the crofter is to improve the
land and to receive it for a certain number of yearsrent free +—Yes, or for
& nuninal rent.
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16702. Do you think the crofters eould afford time to do that #—Wel],
when the weather does not admit of their carrying on the fishing. 1
speak of it mostly in connection with the fishing, and when fishing
cannot be carried on they have a great deal of idle time on their
hands.

16703. And you think that assistance either from Government or from
the proprietor would be a reasonable condition of such a scheme being
carried out —They must require some help. T am not able to advise a
proper way of carrying it out. I know some crofts where the erofter has
been labouring hard at it for two or three years, and where he considers
himself to have suffered very great loss by not being able to carry on the
fishing while at this work, and in that case it has impoverished the man.
I think, generally speaking, very few could bear to labonr without some
remuneration on land of that sort,

16704, So, in point of fact, it would require some assistance in money
hefore the crofter could devote much of his time to improve the land
upon a large scale +—1I think so.

16705, And I gather from your paper and the answers you have given
that your impression of the erofter is that he would be willing, if he got
encouragement, to improve the land i—1I do think so. :

16706, Mr Fraser-Mackintosh—You have seen a paper which was
issued some time ago about the population of the Lewis at ditferent
periods +—Yes.

16707. Is there really any authentic information as to what the popu-
lation was about 1750, or is it merely supposed to be a rough estimatet
-—I think it is tolerably well ascertained from information, possessed
chiefly by the clergy I think.

16708, You are well acquainted with the island, and have scen what
has heen in cultivation I have,

16709. You are also aware that a very large contingent from the
izland of Tewis was formerly ordered to he called out by the Seaforth
fumily +Yes.

16710, Well, supposing the population was only 7000 as alleged, how
many men out of these 7000 were fit to bear arms? T suppose you
would not make a higher proportion than one out of ten ¥-—Perhaps, about
that.

16711. That would only give 700 mon +—VYes,

16712, Are you aware that a charter was granted to the burgh of
Stornoway about two hundred years ago —Yes.

16713. Does that now exist +—No, I think it is not in force.

16714. Are yon aware that it conveyed considerable advantages and
privileges to the then inhabitants of Slornoway +—VYes.

16715, Which they have lost —Yes,

16716 Are you aware that, after Sir James Matheson acquired the
property, he applied for the right to the foreshore $—Yes.

16717. Was that a further deprivation of the rights of the people of
Stornoway +—They consider it so.

16718. A severe deprivation +—Yes.

16719. Are you al:o aware he made a claim upon the old harbour
which bad been constructed by the money of the people of Stornoway,
or claimed certain rights over it %—He claimed certain rights over it,

16720. And that was a matter also that created a good deal of
dissatisfaction Tt did,

16721. You menticned that among the improvements which were
made and the money that was laid out in Sir James Matheson’s time,
there was the erection of a patent slip, and you say that was very much



Minutes of Evidence. 1083

for the benmefit of the crofters of the Lewis?—Not directly for the
crofters.

16722, But ns doubt it was in favour of the trade of the place T—Yes,

16723, You have stated in your very valuable and interesting paper
tliat you regret that the crofters have not been betier instricted in the
matter of tillage and cultivation. Would it not have been a wise thing
if a good deal of the money which has been spent in other ways had been
spent in the way of giving them encouragement to improve the system of
tillage +—I think so indeed. It would be much mere profitable in the
long run for the proprietor and for the tenants generally. I do not think
the places taken up for reclamation were judiciously chosen at all.

16724. You also referred to the cottars who have no lease at present.
They are anxious to get small patches of land and willing to cultivate
them 7—Yes, and have been so for a long time.

16725. That is consistent with your cbservation —Yes,

16726, I presume they are a large body all over the island +—Yes,
about 700 or 800, I suppose, ali over the island. |

16727, You ulso stated, hut I should like it to be a little more
emphasised, that in many of the removals that took place when somx
people went to America, and some crowded into the other townships, it
did not benefit the places from which they were removed +—That is my
opinion.

16728, In fact, very often the removals took place for the purpose of
creating tacks +—It did not lighten the burden of those who remained in
auy way. It did not help those who remained to derive more benefit from
the soil.

16729, You also stated that looking to the present population of the
Lewis, although you are favourabie to emigration in families, you consider
there is ampie room at present, if the lands were judiciously distributed,
for all that remain +—Yes, that is my opinion.

16730. You also stated that it is your epinion that the ecrofters with
cnlarged holdings would be enabled to hold their own in the matter of
the value of their stock and produce in the market 2—Yes, bub that
rveferred more particularly to the produce of their lands—enabling them to
sow and plant earlier and to reap earlier.

16731. 1 now ask you a furtier question—whether or not you think
that the crofters, having got encouragement in this way, would be enaliled
ta rear stock that would compete in the market with the large farmers 1—
1 think they would, if the quantity of stock were reduced and the quality
improved.

16732, With regard to the back lands or cul, there is no doubt that
anybody who looks closely at it must ses what a dreadful disfigarement
it makes where the peat moss has been cleared off 1—TYes,

16733. You are in favour of this being reclaimed either by individual
crofters or by bodies of erofters if they got encouragement to do solt—
Yes, or in the way of extending the lots they have, where the places are
contiguous.

16734. Is it not the fact that half of the expense has been done away
already by the peat being cleared off}-—Yes. That is the fact in many
instances.

16735, So you do two things,—you avoid the dreadful disfigurement
in the neighbourhood of the township, and you iroprove the land as land
fit for cultivation —Yes, and also improve the climate toa considerable
extent.

16736. You were asked in reference to & petition put in by the crofters,
in which they said there had been no improvements during the period we
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have adverted to. Of course, the crofters are only speaking for them.
gelves, Will you mention anything that has been really done for the
benetit of the crofters of consequence +—Well, the schools that were
provided for them by Sir James Matheson before the Eduecation
Act come into operation were a benefit. But perhaps you allude to
land %

16737. It is the land which is alluded to here, but we shall take your
answer in the very fullest manmer, Recollect I speak of the benefit 1o
them for which they did not pay. Of course, anything they now pay for
in the shape of rent I do not consider benefit +—I am not aware of any
improvements on land but what rent has been charged for,

16738. You mentioned, in answer to the Chairman, that considerable
improvements were made at Shawbost. For any thing that has been done
there has not rent been paid by the present occupants +—7VYes, it has.

16739, Probably you cannot tell whether the rent is a fair rent for
the outlay or not, but still rent is paid +—Yes,

16740, You also made reference to the quantity of land—that a great
deal of land might be taken in towards Ness. Where is that land
specially +—On the moor side of the villages, as you go along to the port
to the right hand side.

16741, You think there is a preat deal of land there?—Yes. Itis
pretty level ; and Ness being such a fishing station now, there is not
much oceasion for backing or pasture land. They are in the habit of
having the cattle in the houses there for a great part of the winter, except
when they go to the moors in summer. The pastures are far from them.

16742, Suppose the parties got some fixity of tenure, without attaching
any definite ineaning to that—suppose they got some security that they
would not be disturbed,—is there anything to prevent them taking in
that land without any assistance whatever 21 do not think there is.

16743. Or any disinclination +—No. I think many of them would be
thankful to get it

16744, All they want is some kind of understanding or rule fixed that
they will not be disturbed capriciously +—Yes, that on both sides they are
rezularly bound by engagement or lease.

16745. I understand that a number of young men for a con-
siderable time past from the town of Stornoway are in the habit of
roing abroad and getting on very well in the world. Is that so%—Yes,
it is quite true,

16746. That has been the case for a long time 4—Yes.

16747, And at this moment there are many young men born in
Stornoway and the Lewis who are in very good positions in Indis and
elsewhere +—There are.

16748. Is there any reason why the erofting population of the Lewis,
if they had the chance, would not raise themselves in the same degree +—
Not the least reason.

16749, With regard to your schools, was there not some bequest left by
Mr Mackinlay —No, I am not aware he dik.  He founded bursaries in
his lifetime, ‘The year before he died he left the sum of £150, which
has been divided into four bursaries, two of £15 and two of £10 each,
tenable for three years. They are held by four young men who were
successful in the ecompetition,

16750, Has any assistance been given by the proprietor, or any
encouragement been given to the proposed enlargement of the quays at
Stornoway, which seem to be very mueh tiowded +—1 ecannot say any-
thing positive on that subject.

16751, Is there a rent charged for laying these barrels on the roadway
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and otherwise +—T believe some of the gentlemen who are to appear in
conneetion with the hurbour business are better able to inform you vn thag
subject than I am.

16752, At the time the home farm was attached to the castle, were there
not a numhber of people removed +—Yes, a good many people were reloved.

16753. What became of them !—They have been removed into the
suburbs of the town, a good many of them. Others have been moved a
little further out from the town, out to Laxdale.

16754. Had most of these people cows +—Yes, most of them.

16755. Did they use to sell any of the milk +—Yes they did ; some
of them have cows still,

16756, Did they get any compensation when they left —T1 am not aware
they did, except value for the old roofs and aid in building new bouses.

16757, Profescor Muckinnon,.—We have been told all over the island
by the crofters that their holdings are very much too small, and by the
cuttars thab they have none at sll, and some of the cottars perhaps would
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evidence on the other side to the effect that the capabilities of the izland
are quite sufficient to maintain off the land its present population,—one
gentleman stated nearly three times its present population,—and I should
like to have your opinion upon that. In the first place, what do youn
think an enlarged holding shonld consist of, as a general rule —Well, it
should vary according to whether the crofter is connected with fishing or
not I think that in connection with fishing villages a eroft of six acres
ought to be sufficient, but it might vary a little according to the quality
of the laud, and according to the extent of back pasture which they
would have for cattle. Then, in a purely agricultural place, where they
are dependent on the land, they would need nine or ten acres.

16753. Your paper stated that, from the peenliar characteristies of this
place you think 1t proper that the crofting and fishing be combined about
the harbour +—VYes,

16759. Then suppose you had a croft about the harbour extending to
about six acres, and a eroft inland of about ten acres, and that you had
got all that could possibly be expected of reclamation from the ecul/,
and as much as could reasonably be expected recrofted from the
different tacks, you are of opinion that the present population would be
yrovided for fully in that way %—1 think sn. That is my opinion. I
think the island might accommodate even more, but T cannot say how
many. There ave some of the big farms perhaps that would not be
adapted for crofters—I mean those that are exclusively agricultural.

16760, Mr Cameron.—You mean pastoral —Yes,

16761, Professor Mackinnon.—1)o you think it desirable that the big
farms should be entirely done away with I would not say they should.
1 think the prosperity of the island is so much connected with the fishing,
that if possible every crofter’s lot shonld Liave access at least to a good
fishing station, except where they manage to live now on land without
tishing.

16762, And where the men prineipally subsisted upor the land s
distinet from the sea, would you then wish that there should be a
graduated system of crofts to small farms, or do yon wish them to be of
a uniform size +—1f possible, it would be better to have them graduated
about fishing stations particularly, if there should be a wmiddle class
attainable, but theve is a difficulty in getting arable land to be profitable
of itself in this country.

168763, Could you not have 4 pretly good croft that might bo chiefly
pastoral 3—That is quito true.
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16764, And still able to support the family that wounld work it b—TYes,

16765. With respect to the reclamation of the cul, of which we saw
a very great deal which is at present fit for nothing at all, it is neither
pisture nor eropped, do you think that in some cases the crofters would be
able to reclaim some of it at their own expense if they got it for a pominal
rent 3—I1 think so.

16766. But in the event of their being assisted in reelaiming it
the interest of the money would have to be paid 3—Yes, no doubt it
would.

16767, But still that would be for their benefit I—T attach great import-
auce to the fencing—to the people having what they reclaim exclusively
to themselves. Y hen the pasture ground is shared in common, there is
not the least inducement to reclaim. I think they ought to have their
lands better fenced. It would serve a great purpose.

16768, And of course the materials for fencing lie all round about —
Yes, generally,

16769. Of course, one would always understand that in the event of
money being lent for the reclaiming and the fencing it could only be upon
interest, which would have to be paid back —0f course.

16770. But still that would go for the benefit of the erofters —Yes,

16771. So even if he paid rent in the shape of intcrest or otherwise, it
would be for his benefit that this land was reclaimed +—No doubt.

16772. If he got it for nothing without any interest that would be
charity t—That would not do.

16773. And he does not want that %—He doos not want that,

16774, With respect to the schools, you stated that encouragement
should be given for securing regular attendance rather by reward than
punishment, and that the children attending most regularly should be
encouraged in some shape or form, though perhaps you could not
manage to frame a particular scheme. I suppose you would not expect
that muth more than elementary edneation should be given in all the
schouls of the island, Stornoway excepted, but that they should be
restricted to the common subjects?—I think there is no necessity for
kaving advanced education in the eountry schools, One school in
Stornoway would serve not only for Lewis but for the Long Island,

16775. DBut at present there is no such school *—XNone.

16776. And you think, by rearrangement of existing schools and bringing
them under the School Board, such a school might be created +—1t mighs
be, but there is not much likelihood of such a rearrangement at present,
and thers 1s no way of getting a central schoel suitable for such a schocl.

16777. Do you expect the Endowed Schools Commissioners will be able
to solve the problem 2—With the aid of the Crofters Commission.

16778 Has the Society for Popagating Christian Knowledge not 1n-
claded Stornoway among the places where they would give a special
grant to a better class school? Have you seen their draft schemel—
Yes, I think there is an endowment of £60.

16779. That would be a great belp?—V¥es. But I should like if we
could get a building grant from Government, as other schools do. I am
afraid, however, they will not give that. Possibly a proper representation
might induce them to give it.

16780, The Mackinlay bursaries are confined to Lewis lads %—VYes.

16781, Are the bursaries bestowed by competition 7—By competition,

16782. Who is the administrator —There are three trustees appointed
by Mr Mackinlay,—two ministers and myself.

16783, It is eptirely on the island +—Entirely on the island.

16784, Of course you have had no experience as yet of the value of
that endowment I—There has been experience. I think there are three of
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the successful competitors for the first bursary, now public school teachers
in this island,

16785, You expect 2 great deal of good out of that?—I do. If the
barsary system could be extended, it would be of very material benefit to
this country, and it would enable men to go and study in the grammar
schools of the south,

16786. And stimulate the other schools of the island as well as
Stornoway -—Very much.

16787. 1 suppose intellectually as well as plrysically there is no lack of
raw material 7—No lack of raw material,

16788, Is the revenue of the Mackinlay Trust £150 anoually T—No.
The original sum is £150, and it has been divided into four bursaries, twa
of £15 and two of £10, tenable for three years each.

16789. And that sxhausts the total capital +—Yes.

16790. And the barsaries will come to an end then {—Yes.

16791, Sheriff Nicolssm—Do you think there is any change in the
physical condition of the people since the time wlen you were young—
Yes, T think there is some little change.

16792. For the better or for the worse I—It is a more varied condition.
I think there is a greater amount of comfort and a greater appearance of a
civilised condition; but then I think there is a larger amount of poverty
on the other hard, and there are a greater number of poor people than
there were in my youth,—that is to say, people who are in difficulties for
their support. There is a class of pecple who have availed themselves of
the facilities for making money that have sprung up of late years, and that
did not exist in my youth

16793. Is there any improvement in the houses of the people 1—
Yes.

16794, In their internal accommodation +—Considerable improve-
ments,

16795, Is there more attention to cleanliness and to sanitary laws 3—
Yes, but there is still much to be doune.

16796. Is it possible by estate regulations to improve the condition of
matters in that respect }—1Well, I think if I bad the power I have spoken
of to-day as in the hands of one person, a great deal migzht have been
done in that way—in the way of improviog the houses and making
matters more respectable,

16797. Have there been any such regulations with the special view of
improving the condition of the houses and their surroundings !—Yes,
there have been such regulations as insisting upen having two doors to the
houses, but one of these doors has been allowed to get into disuse,—in
fact, closed up,—a door for the caltle and a door for the inmates, but that
has not been continued.

16798, Do the cattle still in the great majority of caszs live under the
same roof with the inhabitants?—-Yes, in the other extremity of the
bouse. Theyare generally long houses, and the cattle live in cone end.

16799. But in a great number of cases are the cattle not separated by
any division from the human beings #—I think in most houses there is a
division of stone or wood.

16800. If there was a separate door, I suppose there would be, from a
sanitary point of view, no great objection to the cattle being under the
seme roof 2—Nut if the drainage outside was in good order; but they
have the part of the houses where the cattle arz excavated in order to
vetain the manure, and it retains the cozing and liguid that should be
removed,

16801. Are epidemic diseases more or less common than they wewe fifty
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years agoi—I cannot say they are much more common, bat when an
epidemic does break ont it spreads rapidiy.

16802, Tsuppose the closeness of the houses to each other in a greal meas-
ure adds to the danger +—Yes, from the organic products aceumalating there,

16803, Are diseuses of the chest more prevalent than they used to bel
— It was thought at one time that we were exempt from consumption.
T have seen cascs of it, aud I think in nearly all of them it could be con-
nected with the south in some way—parties who had gone svuth and
worked hard in scrvice there.

16804, ITas there been an increase in that respect 3—Not much iuctcase,
but [ think on the whole there are more cases now to be seen,

16805, As regards the children, are diseases common to children more
or less prevalent than they were beforet—Well, I daresay diseases of the
cliest, such as catarrhal complaiuts, are more prevalent, It is singular that
croup is prevalent in the Lewis but unkoown in Harris. Harris is very
hilly.

1%806. Is Lewis less raiuy or more so?—XNa, I think they are pretty
much of a muchness.

16807. Are the children better or worse clothed than they used to be fifty
yeara ago +—Well, their clothing has not improved,—I mean the clothing
mnnnufactured at home, because the popualation having inereased so much,
and the number of sheep not being increased, the home clothing is not so
easily kept up.

16808, I suppose many of the children sre clotled with thin cloth
bought in shops ¥—Yes, there is a gool deal of that—not sutlicient pro-
tection from the weather,

16809, Is it common with them riot to wear flannel, or do they generally
wear it I—I do not think they generally wear fanncl.

16810. Is that bad for their health1—If they have what they eall
plaiding, it does not matter so much, but they have introduced cotton
shirting very much now.

16811, Z'he Chuirmun.—You mentioned in your statement something
regarding the export of fuel ; is there any such export i—Yes, peat,

16812, For what purpese?—I believe they prefer it in certain
distilleries.

16313, I presame that frade never canassume any great proportions—
It is possible it micht, but the fuel is getting scarcer around Stornoway
and gome of the villages here,

16314, With regard to the waste lands, yom think if money were
pdvanced the crofters could utilise that money, so as to be able to pay
interest upon the advances? WWould the improvement pay iuterest upon
the capital expeoded I—I think it would.

16315. Have you observed the improvements at Shawbost—were they
conducted in such a way that the erofters could affurd to pay a fair interest
on the cost —They complain very much there that the land has been
overpeopled at Shawbost, that they have been too much crowded, and that
they were not able to have the stock that would help them to pay the
rents. That is one of the villages which has not been sufficiently developed
as a fishing station.

16316, With reference to the lands that wers reciaimed there, do you
think that, so far as the reclamaticn went, it was one which paid the
outlay 1T think it must have paid the outlay.

16817, And similar reclamations elsewhere could be profitably made +—
I think so.

16818, A question was put to you, but you did not give a very decided
enswer to it. De you think that the crofter population could pay the
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same rent for land that the large farmers pay +Not at first. I say they
could not perhaps pay it at first, but a graduated rent. When you plant
a crofter in a new place, it will take two or three years before he gets &
fair stock, I do not thiuk be could be sble to pay the same rent by any
means at frst, but 1 think in the conrse of time there wonld be no luss to
proprietor.

16819, Yon mean that at first the erofter would have to ineur consider-
able expense in building his bouse and improving his land —Yes,

16520, After the first seven years, let us say, do you think he could be
in a position to pay the same reat which a large farmer pays i—Well, the
crofters are of that opinion themselves,

16821. You mentioned that it would be very desirable to have landing-
places and piers and shelter for boats about the island. How many of
these places should there be +—"There should be one on the west side. There
is one now constructing at Ness ; and there should be one in Broad Bay.

16822. There should be two at all events besides the one at Ness$—
Terhaps three.

16823. At whose cost should these be erected —Well, it is expected
hy the estate that part of the money which has been given out in distribu-
tion would be repaid gradually and used for that purpose, but I should
hope they will be effectually supported by Government and the Fishery
Buard, as in the case of Ness.

16824. If advances were made for making piers, would there be any
interest payuble by the fishing population npon these 7—That would de-
pend upon the conditions upon which the mouney was given.

16825, Would ‘the fishing population be able to pay any interest on
these advances —1 do not know that they could at first.

16826, And you think that these piers would have to be erected either
Ly the proprictor or by Government—that the advances would have to be
made gratuitonsly +—1I think so.

16827. I do not quite understand how you proposs to do away with the
credit system on which the fishing is conducted. The curers now give
advances to the pevple, becanse the people have nv ready money, 18 that
8o —Yes,

16828, And the people become in' consequence bound to fish for ths
curers }—Yes,

16829, How do you propose to get out of that system My idea is
that the fishing system should be condncted like any other. If the curers
choose to do it for their own interest, good and well; but why should a
crew be started that bas no claim upon the curer unless they have some
provizion themselves to start?

16330, Would you make it illegal to advance money to a crewi—I
would not make it illegal. I believe in some instances it is impossible for
the fishermen to start otherwise, but there are 80 many faults to be found
with the system in the way of affecting commercial integrity, that I think
it would be proper that it should be undermined somehow.

16831, I think there is 2 general opinion that the system is a bad sys-
tem, but I should like to know how the system is to be changed ?—It
might be changed by the fishermen having the fish paid for apart from
any goods that might be obtained by them from the curers.

16332, But if the curers are under advances to the fishermen already,
the curers will always have the pull upon those fishermen?—Yes. 1t is
very difficult to break up the system, because if the curers insisted upon
sayment of arrears the fishermen are quite in their power. The fault
was in commencing the thing, and it is very difficult to break it up, but if
it is possible it is very desirable,
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Witrray Macgay, Chamberlain on the Lewis Estates—re-examined.

16833, The Chairinan.~—You have a statement to make to the Commis-
sion?—7Yes. I do mot mean to reply to all that has been said either in
the way of commenting on it or contradicting it. A great deil has been
said that I know is not strictly accurate; aud there have bzen statements
made that T cannot say whether they are correct or mot. As I did im
other parishes, I shall begin by giving a few statisties regarding the
parish of Stornoway, and afterwards make a few gensral remarks on
matters connected with the management of the estate since it was ac-
quired by the late Sir James Matheson, Of the total area of the parish
of Stornoway, not including the burgh of Stornoway and the town lands,
thera are 44,747 acres, let to the crofters at a rent of £2,491, 1s. 6d.,
or at the rate of 1s. 11d. peracre, and there is an area under nine arable and
grazing farms—not including the home or manor farm—of 16,851 acres,
the rent of which is £1102, 10s. 6d., equal to 1s. 31d. peracre. Thestock
Leld by the crofters in 1882 was "SOD lead of cattle, 5880 head of sheep,
201 horses, and 32 pigs. The nine tacksmen have 202 head of cattle, 2007
Lead of sheep, 29 horses, and 4 pigs. I may also give the stock of 1881,
as there was a larger number of caitle and sheep sold in 1882 than there
had been for some years. The crofters then had 3074 head of cattle,
5732 sheep, 213 horses, and 27 pigs, and the tacksmen had 192 head ol
cattle, 2047 sheep, 28 Lorses, and 7 pigs. In both cases the respective
rents were those already stated The Commissioners have asked e to
furnish them with a statement of the rental now and in 1844,  Wheun Sir
James Matheson bought the estate, the rental in 1844, exclusive of feu-
duties, but including salmen fiskings and £200 for shootings, was £10,681,
2s. 5d. This includes the statute labour and kain’ woney, that was
contributed by 2059 crofters—the number then in the island. The pre-
sent rentnl, according to the valuation roll of 1882-83, is as follows :—

Industrial seminery, . £15 0 0
The patent slip, which I may sa.y cost £GOOO

brings . . 80 0 0
Gﬂ.ranahne and Barvas hotels, . . . 139 0 O

’ mills, . 198 0 0
House property in Stornoway, purchased by Su‘

James Matheson since 1844, . . 556 0 O
Fishing store houses erected by Sir James, . 3% 0 0O
Balmeon fishings, . . 145 0 0O
Shootings, . . 3764 0 O
Fish-curing stations, 1nc1ud1nc taxcs, . . 145 0 0O
Land rent, . . 12,713 4 10
Giving a total rental of N . . £18/163 5 8

or an increase since 1844 of L7482, The land rental of that year was
£10,256, in 1852 it was £12,713, being an increase on the land rental of
£2457. T am at present unable to say how mueh of this increase is on
crofters and how muclh on tacksmen, not having had tine to make it up.
BDut I find that in 1852, £365, 18s. 11d. was clarged against tacksmen al
interest on improvements, and £203, 5s. 3d. on crofters.  Some of the lur_e
farms as they were improved were for some time therealter held by the
proprietor, till he brought them into a proper state of cultivation, and
thereafter let, so I am unable to show the total amount of interest charges
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for improvements. The increase in the land rental is, however, principally
on tacksmen and on waste lands reclaimed, on which crofters were placed.
Seventeen townships were partly reclaimed from waste land in different
pacts of the island, and on these about £1500 were expended. Besides
these new townships, waste land was reclaimed and added to old townskips,
It has been said that the land for these new townships was reclaitned from
the crofters’ pasture lands, and that the townships from which such land
waas taken received no reduction of rent. I have to explain, that after the
land was reclaime:, the townships in the island were adjnsted and allotted
and rented anew at what they were considered worth, The rents in some
cases were raised aud in other cases reduced, and many of them were left
at the rent they stood at in 1844, This readjustment and revaluation
was done in 1819, 1850, and 1851, when Mr John Munro Mackenzie was
factor, and in the work, he had the assistance of a practical farmer and 3
lind surveyor. The whole island was relotted and rented at that time ;
and with this exception—that the statute labour and ‘kain’ money was
included in the rent, instead of continuing to be levied as a separate pay-
ment, There has been 7o rise of rent since that period  There werein all
890 acres of land reclaimed.  Part of this was added to existing holdings,
which were entirely remodelled, and the remainder given to cottars or
syuatiers in the townships to which the nwew land was attached. There
was expended in the reclamation of waste lands and in building farm
housez and offices £99,720, Of this sum there was expended on the
reclamation of land given to crofters the following sums:— At Barvas,
£1320; Shader, £944; Lionel, £372; Port of Ness, £24; Cross, £13;
Eorodale, £17, 10s; Breasclete, £302 ; Doune Carloway, £273; Carlo-
way, £260; South Shawbost, £52 5 F. P. Borve, £181; Mid Borve, £71 5
North Dell, £422; Newmarket, £676 ; Guershader, £85; Laxdale, £16 ;
Jamesfield, £444, let now to the Sandwick tenants for £7 ; Steinish,
£194; Knock, £214; North Galston, £615 ; Baylle, £576 ; Sheshader,
£116: Aird, £104; Port Voller, £39; Bragor, £71; Arnol, £62;
Brue, £81; Swainbost, £251 ; Habost (Ness), £137 ; Skegirster, £107 ;
Portvaguirin, £100; Shinlishader, £269 ; Islinich, £95; Brenish
£138=18471, 10s. It has been stated here that the late Sir James
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Matheson never did anything for the island. Immediately after pur-

chasing this property Sir James’ attention was directed to opening steam
communication with Glasgow. He offered a premium of £500 to any ship-
owner in Glasgow that would put on a steamer, but no one accepted the
offer.  He then took shares in a steamer named the * Faleon,” which then
commenced to run between Stornoway and Ardrossan. Her career,
however, was short, and she took fire and had to be scattled. T may
mention an incident which occurred at this time in connection with the
burning of this vessel. The merchants by that time had begun to depend
on getting their goods regularly by steamer, but when it so suddenly
ceased to run, before they could order their supplies and get them brought
by a sailing vessel, the town of Stornoway had run out of almost everything.
There was not one pound of tea or sugar or tobacco or snuff in the place.
After the *Faleon,” S8ir Jomes purchased the steamer *Mary Jane and
it was put on in 1845 to run between this town and Glasgow. This boat
however, becasme too small, and in conjunction with the Duke of Suther-
land Le got another wvessel, called the * Marquis of Stafford,’ which was
stipulated to call at Lochiuvar on its way from Stornoway to Glasgow,
Sir James subsequently gave up his connection with the ¢ Marquis of
§ Stafford,’ and the steamer ¢ Islay’ was put on by Mr Ramsay of Vuldal-
ton, Thereafter Messrs Daniel Huteheson and Co. took up the trade
which iz carried on now so efficiently by Mr MacBrayne, DBefors Sic
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James’ time the island had been without any means of communication
with the mainland, except a sailling wmail packet to Poolewe once or twice
a week, with a steamer plying regularly once a week to Glasgow. The
inhabitants found in the south a ready market for their produce, and the
prices of everything rose, particularly esgs. After the ® Mary Jane’ was
jat on I have heard the merchants say that it was of such advautuge to
tham that they could turn over their capital three times before their bills
became due ; whereas formerly, when they depended on sailing vessels, their
bills often became due befure their guods arrived. The next thing 1
would like to refer to i3 what the late Sir James Matheson did for edu-
eation in the island. First of all, there was the ‘Female Industrial
¢ Seminary’ in Stornoway, whick was built and has since been kept up at
the sole expense of Sir James and Lady Matheson. Desides this, there
were new schools built at Knoock, Borve, Lionel, and DBernera, and there
were teachers paid at Back, Shawbost, Callanish, Valtos, Dalallan,
Steinish, and in other places, the names of which I cannot recollect at
present.  Free education was given in these schools, but the attendance
was so wretched that ultimately Sir James handed the schools over to the
¢ Elinburgh Ladies Association, but he continued to give a subscription
for each school to the society, and Lady Matheson still does so. The
total amount expended on schools and teacliers’ salaries up to 1870 was
£11,680. In 1344 there were about 45 miles of imperfectly formed
roads in the island; there are now 200 miles, which with bridges cost
£35,693. Even in 1845, of wheeled vehicles there was only one gig in
the whole island, now there are 87 taxed conveyances. Among many
other things Sir James did for the benefit of the people, I may mention
that he was the meansof introducing water and gas to the town of Storno-
way. He expended in making the patent slip, £6000; curing houses,
£1000; on bulls for the improvement of the crofters’ steck, £1200; »
quay for the steamer at Stornoway, £2225; chemical works, £33,000,
and though that was not a profitable speculation for the proprietor, it
afforded employment for a good many people. The Rev. Mr Angus
Maciver stated that he did not know of anything that Sir James and Lady
Matheson had done for the parish of Uig, except to give a £10 sulserip-
tion to the building of a church at Pernera, and some elothes, shoes, and

" meal to the poor. [ think the making of roads and bridges in Ulg was

of some benefit to the parish. There were also schools upheld by Sir
James at Valtos, at Bernera, and at Callanish, and besides the grauts he
gave to the ‘Edinburgh Ladies’ Association’ for other schwools in the
parish. Thers has been a large sum of money expended on Morsgeil
forest ; and from £500 to £300 are annually expended in upholding the
place, which gives employment to people in Uig. The building of the
lodge at Uig also gave employment to not a few people, it having beeu
constructed of concrete, fur which skilled labour was not required. [
may also mention that Mr Maciver himself was one of the teachers paid
by Sir James for many years at Shawbost ; and it is perhaps not going too
far to say that thereby Mr Maciver was enabled, in some measure at least,
to prosecute his studies for the ministry and attain to the position which
he now holds. I venture to say that a gentleman in Mr Maciver’s position,
before making the remarks he did on this subject, might have taken sume
pains to acquaint himself with the exact facts of the case. It was stated
by many of the delegates who appeared before the Commissioners thas
the crofters of the Lewis were in a much more comfortable condition and
better off many years ago than they are now, I find, however, in Sir
John Sinclair’s Statistical Account, published in 1797, that the minister
of Stornoway of that day says—‘Some of the land about the town
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¢ is let for 36s. por acre yearly. . . . There are about twelve Jarge farws in
* the parish, and what portion of them is not occupied by the tacksinan
€ himself 1s let to sub-tenauts, who pay to him each person from £1, 10s.
“to £3 of yearly rent, and twelve days’ service. Many of these sub-tenants
¢ are employed In fishing ling, which they sell to their masters at 5d. each,
¢ engaging on board the herring-busses at £1 per month; in manufacturing
¢ kelp at £1, 10s. per ton, and working at read making and cther labonr
“at 8d. s day. DBy these means and the produce of the soil they are
‘ enabled to pay their rents, and procure a tolerable subsistence.” Ile alsu
says—* In uo season is the produece of the parish sufficlent to maintain its
¢ inhabitants, who wonid often be in danger of suffering through want,
¢ were it not for the extensive importation of meal to Stornoway.” Again
he says—* The inhabitants of this island might live in comfortable eireum-
¢ stances, were it not for the frequent and heavy rains which fall in it at all
* seasons of the year, and more especially in harvest, whereby the hopes of
¢ husbandmen are often blasted, and the fruit of his toil and industry lost.’
As to wages, he says— The wages of men-labounrers are 8d. a day without
* meat, and 6d. with two meals of meat and & dram; women 6d. a day,
¢ or 4d. with two meals of meat; man-servants for farm-work from £2 to £5
¢ per annuwm, and two pairs of shoes at 7s. For women-servants from 10s.
‘ to 20s. and two pairs of shoes at 3.  Herds for leoking after cattle from
¢ 6 merks to 8s., with two pairs of shoes and other small perquisites.” The
prices of cattle were from 30s. to £3 per head. Beef was sold in Stornoway at
11d. to 3d. per pound, mutton at 5s. and 6s. per wedder ; sheep 3s, 45, and
4s, 6d. each; lambs 1s. 8d. and 2s, each. Butter, 12s, and 14s. per stone;
cheese, 45, and 5s, per stone; fowls, 4d. to 6d. each. In a supplement to
. this acconnt of Stornoway, written by another hand, it is said—The parish
‘* never supplies itself with sufficiency of provisions, and always imports
‘agreat deal from Caithness, Berwick, d&c,, and is at this time (1796) in
! great distress, without the probability of a speedy supply.’ Again he says—
‘The people are not fond of a military life, but early habit reconciles them
¢ to seafaring, and from that element they derive their chief subsistence.
* The common people in this island marry very early, and when death
¢ geparates them, if the surviving party—whether male or female—finds it
¢ convenient to engage a second or third time in this state, some of them
‘ remain a few weeks, and seme only a few days in widowhood. So that
¢ grief for the loss of husband or wife is an affliction little known among
‘ the lower classes of the people here. A woman in this eountry, whose
‘ husband accidentally shot himself, settled her contract of marriage in the
¢ way she thought fit before the body of her late husband was interred,
‘ and she married next day after she had performed the last duty to the
‘ deceased.” In the same book, statisties are given by which the stock of
the island of thut day may be compared with what it is now. In Barvas
in 1796, in the whole of the parish, it was caleuiated there were 1050
horses, 2670 black cattle, and 3302 sheep; while now the erofters’ stock
numbered 549 horses, 3591 head of cattle, and 14,238 gheep. The
horses then sold on an average for £32, 10s.; cows and stots at £3 5s.; and
sheep at 3s, In the parish of Lochs the stock was 2485 black cattle,
4000 sheep, and 348 horses. There were now held by the crofters alone
50 horses, 3392 head of cattle, and 11,132 head of sheep. The whole
stock in Ulg was 3562 cattle, 5044 sheep, and 682 horscs.  To-day the
crofters have 2386 cattle, 8097 sheep, and 20 horses. Tle minister of
this parish also states that the parish necer supplied itself with a sufficieney
of provisions. From these extracts, it can hardly be said that the Lewis
was in such a prosperous state long ago as many delegates have represeuted.
Even at that time, with a small population, the crofters appear to have
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been in poor circumstances, and not unfrequently in a stats of destitution.
I bave already mentioned that the islaud was lotted and rented in 1849,
1850, and 1831, and I believe that if eaclt crofter had held by his croft
a8 he then gotit, and not have subdivided it with his sons, they would
have been, comparatively speaking, comfortably off, to what they are now.
Everything possible was done to prevent this subdivision of erofts.  Many
were served with summonses of removal for allowing their sons and
daughters to squat on their croft, though these were not caforced. In
some cases the son was obliged to pull down the honse he had built, and
go and live with his father again. Notwithstanding, in the course of a
year or two, he would eommence to build a second house; but the difficulty
was, if we had obliged him to pull dowan the house again, what were we to
do with kin, for we conld not drive him out of the Lewis, In my opinion,
were there fres emigration, this subdivision of crofts might be prevented,
but not otherwise. Irequent complaints have been made about new
erofters being placed in townships; what frequently occurred was this—
a mumber of young married mwen would apply to the factor, and some-
times to the proprietor, to give them wuste land outside the township—
and waste such land too often was, in every sense of the word, as the
surface was removed to form bedding to their cows. The crofters in the
township would support this application, nrging, possibly, that the
applicants were their relatives, and that they would earn their living by
fishing if they had even the site of a house, Now the original crofters
make it a grievance tha$ the application was granted. This policy was,
my judgment, 2 mistake, Very frequently, while driving along & road,
strangers think that the land ountside the villages could be ealtivated,
forgetting all the while that such as it was, it was the pasture of the
original crofters ; and that to place additional erofters on it, was to put
on additional stock upon the gronnd.  The erofters themselves, in reply to
sich an arzument as that, would say that their sons and their daughters
were already on them, were married, and had families and stock,
aud that by putting them on waste lands outside the township
they would not imerease the stock more than there was on the ground.
There was one such case in the parish of Ness, where some twenty young
men applied for land in this way. It was represented that they were
fishermen, and only required a site for a house and land to keep a cow
each. They were fishermen, but to-day they are amongst the poarest in
Ness.  Delegates from the townskip of Lionel complained of new crofters
being placed in Adabrock, but they took no objection at the time, and
supported the application in every way. I stated in the parish of Ulig,
that I never heard of any complaint from any one in the parish of being
highly rented. But I had 2 compliint from the township of Balallan, in
the parish of Lochs, and I referred the matter to two practical men—one
chnsen by the people and the other by myself. They accordingly valued
the place. At the same time, T added to the township a considerable
stretch of moorland pasture formerly attached to the farm of Valtos, the
farmer having given it up, as it was surrounded by crofters, and he could
make no use of it; and the result of the valuation, with the Valtos
moor added, was a rise of rent of £11. There was also a deduction of
rent given to the township of Limervag, in the same parish. I may say
that I am at all times quite prepared to refer the rental of any township
to the judgment of any two practical men. Angus Macarthur, the
delegate from Kirkibost, Bernera, stated that Kirkibost was a very dear
place, and that e understood that they were paying £30 more than the
tacksman, Now that is mof the case. In 1327 Kirkibost was let for
£133%, and it has n»t been let for less until it was given for £120 to the
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crofters, who had, in addition, & right the tacksman of Kirkibost never
had, pamely, of grazing a certain number of stock on the mainland.
One might also infer from that delegate’s statement that they were forced
to go to Kirkibost, but that is not the case. They applied fur it, and did
not consider it dear at the time. 1 have in other instances, where it
could be done, added to the pasture of the crofters. When the farm of
Aignish wes out of lesse, a portion of it was added to the township of
Garrabost, another portion was given to Melbost and Branadine, and I also
gave to Melbost a pasture park formerly held by John Macrae, a mason.
I likewise added to the township of Holm pasture land, when the farm
of Holm was out of lease. 1 added another portion of the same farm to
Sandwickhill, and likewise a piece of Mossend farm and Jamesfield.
George Macaulay, the delegate frum Hacklete, stated that the township
would not support more than half of the people now in it. Some of the
crofters in Hacklete were once in Croir, and were removed from the latter
place at their own r