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comes t o ; but it U3ed to be ground for a barrel of potatoes for four days' 
work. 

13151. It is not paid for in money ; is it paid for in land ?—The pay­
ment is never in money. In former days it was one day's work for a 
barrel of potato ground. 

13152. Was the farm of Borv given to the present Mr M'Donald or 
his predecessor1?—Mr William M'Neill had it. 

13153. But when M'Neill lost it, was it given to the present Mr 
Macdonald ?—It was given to this Mr Macdonald on Mr M'Neill's death. 

13154. How long ago is that ?—I am not sure. 
13155. Who is your proprietor ?—Lord Dunmore. 
13156. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—What kind of stock has Mr Macdonald 

upon his half ? Is it sheep or cattle, or does he crop i t ; and if he crops it, 
how much?—Both cattle and sheep. 

13157. Does he farm also1?—There is not much of it under crop this 
year. 

13158. Is there a fence between the crofters and Mr Macdonald?— 
There is a stone dyke on the east side ; on the other side is macher land, 
where the sand is constantly drifting up and down, and a fence could not 
be erected. 

HARRIS. 

OBE. 

Malcolm 
M'Leod. 

LACHLAN MUNEO, Crofter, Bernera (about 60)—examined. 

13159. TJie Cliairman.—You heard the paper read by the preceding 
delegate ?—Ye3. 

13160. And you heard what the previous delegate said?—Yes. 
13161. Do you agree with everything I— Yes, every word, so far as I 

know. 
13162. Have you any complaint to make about the sea-weed ?—No, we 

have plenty of sea-ware. The wind drives it towards us. 
13163. Have you liberty to gather it on the shore of the tack as well 

as on your own ?—That gentleman never prevented us. 
13164. He never charged any money for it?—He never charged us any 

money for it. 
13165. Where do you get your peats from now?—The island of Tay. 
13166. Have you liberty to take it there without paying, or do you 

pay 1—That island is our own ; we pay rent for it. 
13167. Is anybody living on it?—No. 
13168. Is there plenty of peat?—Yes, but it is falling off. 
13169. How far from Bernera is it?—It takes about three-quarters of 

an hour rowing on a good day with a favourable wind. 
13170. Is there any peat on the tack?—There is no peat at all on the 

island of Bernera. 
13171. Do the tacksman's people get their peat from Tay?—No, they 

get it from another island that Mr Macdonald has called Vacasay. 
13172. Is that nearer than Tay ?—No, Vacasay is a little outside Tay ; 

but another island where Mr Macdonald's grieve and some of his people 
live and get their peats is nearer than Bernera—the island of Stroma. 

13173. Do you think, if you could get back the farm of Borv, it would 
make you all comfortable ?—There is no doubt we would be. It is the 
scarcity of the land which leaves us in the condition we are. 

13174. Have you anything more to say?—I have to say of my own 
croft that the rent is £5 . My family consists of my Avife and myself, and 
all we can raise on my croft will not support us for three months. 

3 n 

Lachlan 
Munro. 
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HARRIS. 13175. What stock do you keep1?—Two cows and a mare. 
T~" 13176. Any sheep1?—About six ewes, but it is on other people's land; 

_ I buy grass for them. I buy the seed which I put into my ground. 
Lachlan 13177. Where do you get the thatch for your houses 1—We formerly 
Alunro. u s e d to thatch our houses with straw, when we had more of it, but since 

then we chiefly thatch them with bent, which we mostly get from Mr 
Macdonald. 

13178. Does Mr Macdonald make you pay for it with labour or other­
wise, or does he give it to you for nothing 1—That gentleman would take 
nothing from any poor man whom he could help. 

13179. If you had more nets could you do more with the fishing'!— 
Those who are fit for it undoubtedly would. It is past my time. 

13180. Had you more nets in olden times 1—We never did much with 
the herring fishery, and had not many nets for that purpose till within the 
last few years, whea a few of them got nets. 

13181. Mr Fraser-Jfackintosk,—Are the people in arrears of rent, or 
are they able to pay their rent Ì—I have not for five years sold a beast off 
my own lands till last year, when I sold a stirk to pay the rent. 

13182. Is the landlord easy upon you in the matter of arrears'?—We 
can say nothing against the landlord. Many things can be done under a 
laird without his knowledge. 

13183. You complain of paying for a doctor. Where does the doctor 
live 1—He lives here at Obe. 

13184. Does he sometimes go to Bernera1?—Very seldom. 
13185. Is he of use to you]—He must be doing some good, for wo 

sometimes send for him or go to him. 
13186. And you say you still pay for the old packet. What is this 

payment"?—There was formerly a packet which used to run between this 
and Uist, and also a packet that ran to Skye. There is no packet now. 

13187. Do you say you have still to pay the packet money 1—I cannot 
say positively, except that I heard some say it was so. 

13188. Would you rather be without a doctor or pay this money 1—Any 
one of us might break his arm or leg, and then we would need a doctor. 

13189. The Cliairman.—Do you make this payment about the packet 
distinctly, or is it paid along with your rent 1—I pay £5 . 

13190. What taxes are laid upon you besides that"?—I am not'very 
sure. There is 5s. of road money and 5s. for the doctor. I think they 
all pay that. There is so much in the pound for poor and school rates. 

13191. Sh riff Nicolson.—Do you need a road in the island1?—Yes j we 
are in need c . road from south to north. 

13192. Have you any wheeled carts9—There is one cart in the island. 
13193. Would carts be useful to you1?—I don't know. On the west 

side of the island where I live it would be very difficult to make roads 
for U3, it is so subject to the drifting of the sand. 

13194. How do you bring your sea-ware up to the arable land1?—On 
horses. [Malcolm M'Leod.—In the time of my father there waa an assess­
ment of 2s. 6d. for the minister, 2s. .6d. for the packet, and 2s. 6d. for 
the doctor, and when Sir Edward Scott bought the north end of Harris 
there was a doctor appointed for that part of the island, and 2s. 6d. was 
added to the former assessment on our island for two doctors—one for 
each end of the island. We would like to know the details of the taxes 
which we are called upon to pay, which are not specified in the receipts 
that are given to us.] 
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RODERICK ROSS, Crofter, Geocrab (63)—examined. 

13195. The Chairman.—Were you freely elected by your people?— 
Yes. 

13196. Have you a written statement?—No. I t is only four days 
since we got notice of this meeting, which was conveyed to us by the Rev. 
Mr Davidson. 

13197. Then what statement have you to make on the part of your 
people ?—It is now thirty-five or thirty-six years since I went to live in 
the Bays. There were eleven crofts or lots when I went to live at Geo­
crab. There was only one cottar's house there at that time. There are 
now twenty-six crofters, who have the same lands among them that the 
eleven had. I may call them all cottars except three. The rest have only 
bits of the land that their fathers had. 

13198. How many families are there altogether at this moment?— 
Twenty-six of all classes. 

13199. Are the additional families the natural increase of the original 
families, or have they been brought in from other places ?—There is one 
family that came from Sir Edward Scott's property. 

13200. Only one?—Another from Lewis. The rest grew up in the 
place. 

13201. Since you came there, has any common pasture land or any 
other land been taken away from the people ?—No. Before my time the 
land was divided into eight lots by a surveyor—Mr M'Lade. Then after 
that there were three additional crofts taken off these eight, increasing 
the number to eleven, and there was no reduction in the rent of the eight. 

13202. But my question was, since the time of the eleven lots has any 
of the land been taken from you and given to the tacksman ?—No. There 
was no land taken away in Geocrab. 

13203. Has the whole rent of Geocrab been increased in your time?— 
Lord Dunmore has not raised the rent one penny so far as I know, or his 
father or mother before him. 

13204. What stock do you keep yourself?—I have a right to keep four 
cows, but a3 I have only half a croft I can only keep two cows. The other 
half of my croft was given to a brother-in law of mine. 

1320.5. No horses ?—There is not a horse to be seen in the place. It is 
all rocks. We are so surrounded by rocks that sometimes we never see 
the sun at all. There are three hours of the day when we don't know there 
is a sun at all. There is no prohibition of horses. 

13206. How many sheep do you keep?—I have about a dozen sheep, 
but I might keep as many as I like. 

13207. Is the common pasture very large?—Yes ; our hill marches with 
Lord Dunmore's forest, but there is no prohibition how far we may extend 
our pasture. We suffer no injury or trouble from being on the same march 
with him. 

13208. What rent do yon pay?—£6, Os. 6d. of rent, and 10s. of taxes. 
Up to four years ago I was paying 17s. 6d., now I only pay 10s. There 
was 10s. of road money at that time. 

13209. Then what is the chief complaint ?—The complaint is that at the 
time I spoke of first there were only eight or eleven crofters, when we had 
land enough to let a sufficient quantity of it lie fallow and recover its 
strength, which it cannot now do. 

13210. Is there any part of Lord Dunmore's forest which would be use­
ful as arable ground ?—The forest is, for the most part, quite unsuited for 
cultivation ; the only ground near us suitable for cultivation is Luscantire. 

HARRIS. 

OBE. 

Roderick 
Ross. 
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HARRIS. 13211. Sheriff Nicolson.—But there never were any crofters there ?—It 
T is not suitable for crofters. It is mostly wild moor, and some pasture lower 
OBE. , * L 

, down. 
Roderick 13212. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—Has not the farm of Luscantire 

Ross. had a reputation in former times for its cattle ?—Yes, the lower 
part of it—Shellibost and Isibost—is very well situated. That Ls good 
land. 

13213. You have stated that you only received notice that the Com­
mission was to sit here to-day four days ago. Don't you receive news­
papers in this place ?—We heard there was such a Commission, but knew 
nothing of the time they would be here. Mr Davidson himself did not 
know. 

13214. Are you not aware that notices were sent some considerable 
time ago, though there seems to have been some accident ?—[Rev. Mr 
Davidson.—There was notice sent to me, but it was just on Friday last 
week that I received it from the secretary of the Commission.]—I am not 
aware that the notices were sent any sooner. 

13215. Would there have been more delegates appointed if there had 
been time?—There might have been more, but they would have nothing 
more to say than I have told. 

DONALD MORRISON, Crofter, Geocrab (76)—examined. 

Donald 13216. The CItairman.—Have you been freely elected by the people? 
Morrison. —'pjjg ^[me w a s s o short that there was no meeting of the people. It was 

Mr Davidson who mentioned it to me. 
13217. Have you any statement to make to the Commission?—I can 

add a little more to what the previous witness said. I was there when 
there were only eight tenants in Geocrab. 

13218. How long ago is that?—Before my father's time there were no 
people there at alL No person can conceive what kind of a place it is 
without seeing it. There is no highway there for cart nor horse. I was 
born there. 

13219. When you remember at first were the lands held on the run-
rig system, or were they already divided into lots ?—They had it among 
them in common. They had no lots among them, but the hill was divided 
into four parts, each of which was divided between two. 

13220. Was the arable ground divided every year-or every three years ? 
—Every year. 

13221. Was that a better system than the system of making separate 
lots, or is it better in lots ?—The lots were better, but the people in these 
times preferred to have them in common. I have seen a woman weepintr 

at being separated from her neighbours by the division of the crofts. 
13222. Whom did they pay their rent to? Did they pay it to the 

tacksman or pay it to the laird?—To M'Leod of M'Leod. 
13223. Did they have summer shielings then ? Did they drive the 

cattle to the hills, and live there in summer?—We did. 
1322-1. Do they do that anywhere now at all?—I don't think thero is 

any such thing done now. Everybody had shielings in my youth. 
13225. But you still have the same pastures they had when you were 

young ?—We have the same hill. 
13226. Do you send the cattle up?—Yes, we do. 
13227. And how do you manage them if there is nobody living there? 

—Everybody herds his own cattle. 
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13228. Who divided the lots of the arable ground every year? Was it HARRIS, 
the people themselves or the ground officer ?—The tenants made the ~~ 
division themselves. When people were removed from Rodel, that was the 
first thing that spoiled us. There were twenty-four tenants there. Three Donald 
of them were sent iu among us, and the rent was not changed, and these Morrison, 
people paying their own additional rents. 

13229. Sheriff Nicolson.—With reference to these summer shielings, 
will you explain exactly what was done ? At what time of the year were 
the cattle sent up ?—In the beginning of summer. 

13230. How long did they remain there ?—Till Lammas. 
13231. Were all the cattle, young and old, sent up?—All, young and 

•old. 
13232. Who accompanied them, and had they bothies?—Yes, the 

women and children went, and stayed the whole summer, living in these 
shielings. 

13233. They milked the cows, I presume, just as you do at home?—• 
Yes, leaving the milk in the shielings. 

13231. Did they make any butter or cheese in the shielings?—Yes. 
13235. And the women and children occupied themselves, I presume, 

in spinning?—Yes, they used to spin with distaffs and spindles. 
13236. Was it always a happy time at the shieling? Did they look 

forward to it with pleasure ?—Yes, they had pleasant times there. 
13237. Were you there frequently when a boy?—Yes, I often helped 

also. 
13238. You were there as a child, and helped there?—Yes, and lived 

in the shielings. 
13239. Did you use to sing songs and have music?—Yes, those that 

could would sing. 
13240. And did the woman sing when they were spinning outside, or 

milking their cows ?—It is they that would. In those times they would 
sing and dance, and have tunes. 

13241. Was there any particular song or rhyme that they used to 
repeat at the time they started ?—I have no recollection of any particular 
chant which they repeated. 

13242. It is mentioned in a paper by Mr Carmichael in the third volume 
of Mr Skene's Celtic Scotland!—I never saw or heard anything of 
the sort. 

13243. What were the little huts like that you had on the hills ?—Like 
ordinary houses built of stone and turf. We slept on the floor with the 
heather below us. 

13244. Mr Fraser-Mackiniosh.—You mentioned the name of M'Leod 
of Harris. Did Harris once belong to M'Leod of M'Leod ?—Yes. 

13245. Do you recollect when Harris belonged to the M'Leods?—Yes. 
1324G. In whose time did the crofters and small people begin to be 

removed or sent out of the country ?—I don't know when it began, but 
the last eviction took place in my father's time. 

13247. Do you know a namesake of your own called Donald Morrison 
living not far from here ?—Yes. 

13248. You have often spoken together?—Yes, I know him very well. 
13249. Do you know anything remarkable in the life of that Donald? 

—I don't know anything particular. 
13250. Was he in prison at Inverness?—Yes, he was. 
13251. "What brought him there?—For something he was concerned in 

that was done against the authorities at the time the people were being 
removed. I was at Portree fishing when the cutter brought them to Por­
tree. 
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HARRIS. 13252. Where did this take, place?—These people were removed from 
the west side of the island—from Little and Middle Borv. 

1 13253. Have you seen in your day many people sent away to America? 
Donald —Yes I have seen some. 

Morrison. 13251. Do you know what became of them? Have you had any good 
accounts of them out there ?—Yes, good accounts have been received of 
some of them ? 

13255. Did any of them ever come back to visit this part?—None of 
them ever come back to see this part of the country. 

13256. Did the crofters that remained here in South Harris benefit in 
any way by the sending away of the people to America, or, if not, who 
benefited?—No, their condition was in no way improved. They were 
sent away to the Bays. If there was any benefit derived by anybody it 
was by those who got the land we had, such as Mr Stewart. 

13257. Were there any others who got some of the crofters' lands? 
Was not the tack of Rodel enlarged by the removal of crofters?—Yes, the 
land from which the people were removed was also added to the farm of 
Rodel. That was when Mr Macdonald was factor. 

HUGH MORRISON, Crofter, Finsbay (50)—examined. 

Hugh 13258. The Cliairnian.—Have you been freely elected a delegate by 
Morrison, the people?—Yes. 

13259. How many people were there at the meeting ?—There was no 
meeting. We knew nothing of it till Friday last. 

13260. Then who named you to come here?—I was only to-day asked 
to go by the people of the place, along with two others. The Notices 
that were sent to us were kept back somewhere. 

13261. What have you got to say on behalf of the people of Finsbay ? 
—I am one of seventeen families living there, where formerly there were 
only two. 

13262. How long is it since there were two?—About twenty years ago. 
13263. Where did the other families come from?—They come from 

every place that was being put in order, and from which the people were 
being removed. 

13264. Was the land of Finsbay divided among them?—Somebody of 
the name of Trotter came aud divided the two lots into ten. There are 
only ten lots stilL 

132C5. Were the rents reduced to the two men who formerly held 
them ?—The rent remained the same as before for the whole place. 

13266. But it was divided among ten people?—Yes. 
13267. And now is the same rent divided among the seventeen?—The 

additional seven are cottars, who pay no rent. There are one hundred 
souls altogether on the place. 

13268. How did these cottars grow up ? Were they the natural increase 
of the place ?—Yes, these cottars have grown up on the place. There is 
nothing else a man can do who has to remain and support his father and 
live in the place as best he can. 

13269. What is the summing of the full croft ?—Their highest rents 
are 25s. 

13270. And what stock do they keep? the summing?—One cow, 
two sheep, no horses. We have nothing to work with but the spade and 
the crooked spade. 
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13271. How do the people support themselves? Have they any fish- HARRIS, 
ing ?—We live by fishing. I began as a fisher on the east coast when I Q 

was sixteen years old, and continued it as long as I was able, but I am not , 
able now. Hugh 

13272. Have you good boats?—Yes. Morrison. 
13273. And nets?—Yes. That Ì3 what has always supported us, and 

not the land. 
13274. Do they make more by fishing now than they used to do when 

you were sixteen ?—No, there is no difference in that respect. The fishing 
has deteriorated here and everywhere else since that time. 

13275. But you say you went to the east coast. Has the fishing 
deteriorated on the east coast ?—It is not so good as it was in my time. 

13276. We have heard that the wages of the fishermen who go to the 
east coast have been increased. Are you sure they are not higher now 
than they were when you were young ?—Their wages depend entirely on 
the fishing that they make. 

13277. They get so much per cran?—Yes. 
13278. Do they get the same sum per cran now that they got when you 

were sixteen ?—I daresay they get that and more now. 
13179. What is the remedy you wish to have for your condition ?—More 

of the land which God created for man to take his living out of. 
13280. Is there any land adjacent to your township at Finsbay which 

could be added to your crofts ?—There is ; there is a tack beside us. 
13281. What is the name of the tack?—Cuidinish. 
13282. How long is it since that tack was created?—About twenty-five 

or twenty-six years ago. 
13283. Who lived upon the land before?—Tenantry. 
13284. Did any part of it belong to these people of Finsbay as hill 

pasture?—The people who were removed from Cuidinish were sent away 
to Australia. 

13285. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—What is the name of the present tenant 
of Cuidinish ?—A Mr M'Leod. 

13286. Is he resident there ?—His son lives there. He has the farm 
of North Harris. 

13287. You say you want land, and are very much crowded. Did you 
apply to the proprietor or anybody authorised by him for more land ?— 
Yes, we were asking it from the proprietor when he was here this winter. 

13288. What did he say to you ?—He had nothing to say against it, 
but the lease has still some time to run. We have nothing to say against 
the proprietor; he is a very good laird. 

13289. Then he did not refuse you?—No. 
13290. Do you know how long the lease of this place has to run?— 

About two years. 
13291. Are you living in hopes then?—Yes. 
13292. Was there any particular reason for removing them from the 

farm—the people who were sent to Australia ?—No, they went of their 
own free will. 

13293. Were they not making a living out of it?—They were makiug 
a living there. They went away because they thought they would do 
better in Australia. 

13294. At that time did the people of Finsbay not think of applying 
for it ? Were they crowded twenty-five years ago ?—WTe did not ask for 
Cuidinish then. If we had done so, we would not have got it. 

13295. Who first got it when the poor people went off?—Malcolm 
M'Leod got it first, the father of the present occupant. 

13296. Are you in arrears of rent—I mean the people in the township? 
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—No. They are in debt for meal and for food. I have two sons in the 
militia, and it is on what they get there that we depend. 

13297. Does not each man bring home £ 8 and a pair of shoes, and 
some other extras from the militia ?—They bring home not more than £2 
or £2, 10s. They cannot bring more. 

13298. As the people are not in arrears to the landlord, may we take 
it that they are in a position to take this land of Cuidiuish, and stock it ? 
—Yes, if we got a reasonable rent that we could afford to pay. 

13299. What is your principal food in this township ?—Meal and water. 
13300. Are you scarce of milk?—Milk is not to be had at all 
13301. What food do you give to the children ?—Porridge. 
13302. What do you give them instead of milk]—Sugar and treacle. 
13303. Do you give them tea?—Sometimes. 
13301. Is it a great want in the bringing up of the children not to have 

milk?—There are some of them that would do very well if they had 
enough of food without milk, which they have not. We get mussels on 
the shore near us, which we make use of as part of our food. 

13305. The Chairman.—Do you get that habitually, or only when you 
are in very great straits ?—It is only when we have no other food that we 
go to get the mussels to live on. 

JOHN MACDONALD, Farmer and Factor, Newton, North Uist—re-examined. 

John 13306. The Chairman.—Do you wish to give any explanation about 
Macdonald. Bernera, or was there anything incorrect in what was stated?—I cannot 

say I recollect anything. 
13307. Can you say generally whether you think the small tenants of 

Bernera suffer any peculiar hardships or disadvantages?—The greatest 
hardships they suffer, in my opinion, is their own doing in the subdivision 
of the lands. 

13308. Is their crowded condition more owing to the natural increase 
of the population, or to persons having been brought from Pabbay or other 
places among them ?—To the increase of the population most. 

13309. Were any brought there from other places?—I was not 
acquainted with the place at the time they may have been brought there. 

13310. Has any effort been made or any care been taken by the pro­
prietors to carry the young people away or provide for them in any other 
place, and in any other manner ?—The Dowager Lady Dunmore always 
took a great interest in the young people on the estate, and I believe she 
would have done something for them, if they were willing themselves to 
leave the place. She was always willing to assist, and always assisting 
the poor people on the estate. She is always kind to the people, and I 
am aware the present countess does as much as is in her power for the 
people. She often helped them. 

13311. They complain of having been deprived of two small islands 
which had formerly been associated with their place ?—I have heard that 
stated, but I was not acquainted with the place at the time that happened. 

13312. How long have you been in the tack at Borv ?—Twenty years. 
13313. Do you think the people have been deteriorating during that 

time in their condition ?—Not till very recently. The failure of the crops 
and bad seasons have conduced to that. 

13314. Who is iu possession of those two small islands which they 
complain have been taken away from them ?—The proprietor, Lord 
Dunmore. That is Hermitray and Susay. 

HARRIS. 

' OBE. 

Hugh 
Morrison. 
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13315. What use does he make of theml—He has cattle on both 
islands. 

13316. Doe3 he keep any manager living on them ?—No, there is no one 
living on either of the islands. 

13317. Do you think that these islands would really be very useful to 
the people ?—Do you think they would do them much good if they had 
them 1—If they could stock them they would, 

13318. You have no house on the farm of Borv ?—None. 
13319. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—You said that until the last few years 

the people did not seem to be falling off at Bernera. Don't you think, 
judging by the number of families there now, that they are very much 
crowded 1— They are very much crowded. 

13320. Don't you really think something ought to be done? I don't 
ask you what, but something ought to be done 1—Well, for the benefit of 
those who remain, and the benefit of those who go away, I really think 
something should be done. 

13321. For the benefit of all concerned?—For the benefit of all con­
cerned, the island should be relieved of a portion of its present populatiou. 

13322. How many people do you think there would be there in the 
time of the famous Six Norman Macleod ?—I cannot say at all He was 
living in the end the crofters now possess, and had it as a farm. I don't 
know whether he had the other end of the island. 

KENNT-TH MACDONALD, Farmer, Scarista-vore (70)—examined. 

13323. The CJiairman.—You have a farm in South Harris1?—Yes, Kenneth 
Scarista-vore. Macdonald. 

13324. Have you been long resident in the country?—I came to Harris 
about fifty-one years ago. 

12325. Does your family belong to this country, or to another part of 
Scotland ?—I don't belong to this part of the country. I am a Ross-
shireman. 

13326. Since you have been here, what do you think of the progress of 
the country and its people ? Do you think they are getting worse or 
getting better ?—So far as I can say conscientiously, they are getting 
better physically, morally, and in every sense of the word. They are 
better clad, and they are better fed than they were when I remember them 
first. 

13327. Do you agree with those who state that there has been a great 
deterioration of the soil by overcropping ?—Decidedly. I agree with that 
Another cause of the deterioration of the soil is this. In my first recollec­
tion of Harris, I remember in the winter time the first thing a man did 
was to go and clear the snow from the doors, and we had a great deal of 
frost. There is nothing of that now. The frost congested the soil so that 
nothing of the sap was lost, but we have perpetual rains now, which drive 
away the sap. I believe that has as much to do with the deterioration of 
the land as overcropping. Overcropping we know will exhaust the soil. 

13328. Then you think the climate has altered, and altered for the 
worse?—For the worse, because we very seldom see snow, and frost 
we have no continuance of, which was not in my first recollection. 

13329. If, in your recollection, the land has been more subdivided and 
more exhausted, how do you account for the fact that the people are better 
fed and better dressed? Do they earn more wages?—A great deal. I 
believe that £200 of money comes to Harris now for every pound that 

HARRIS. 

OBE. 

John 
Macdonald. 
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came in my first recollection. There wa3 no such thing as herring fishing. 
There was in some places cod and ling fishing. There was no such thing 
as lobster fishing. I happen to be an agent of the first company that 
started for sending the lobsters to London. Then an enormous amount 
of money is brought in now for clothes by the Countess of Dunmore. I 
remember one year paying an account of her ladyship, £1235 for webs 
of cloth alone. They still go on manufacturing. 

13330. Is it manufactured in hand-looms?—Yes. 
13331. What material do they use?—Entirely wool grown in the 

island. 
13332. And the dyes?—And the dyes. 
13333. Is there any of the wool of the primitive race of sheep—the old 

Highland sheep, or is it blackfaced and Cheviot ?—It is blackfaced and 
Cheviot. The old primitive sheep are done. 

13334. Can we see a specimen?—Yes, if you go to St Kilda. 
13335. Sheriff Nicolson.—I think we saw them in South Uist?—Yes, 

but you will not see them in Harris. 
13336. The Ctoirman.—Was the wool of fine quality?—I cannot 

answer that, for I have never seen any. 
13337. Mr Fraser-Macldntosh.—How much rent do you pay yourself? 

—£145. 
13338. You spoke about the winters now not being so severe—that is 

to say that frost and snow are comparatively unknown. Are high winds 
now more prevalent than they used to be?—Decidedly. When there is 
very keen frost there is scarcely any wind at all; but now, since we have 
no frost and constant rains, we have blustering winds continually, prin­
cipally from the S.S.W. and W. 

13339. Most of the delegates who appeared before us said that the old 
times were better, but have you given an answer to his Lordship in the 
chair upon very careful consideration and observation ?—Yes, very. 

13340. You are in constant communication with the people?—Yes. I 
remember seeing them going to church, and the difference between the 
clothing and attire of the families going to church then was as different as 
day is from night. 

13341. Is it better in reality?—Better in reality. 
13342. But one man, a country tailor, and should know better than others, 

at Dunvegan, called all the fine clothing the women wear " south country 
rags," as distinguished from their fine home-spun cloth. Do you agree 
with the tailor?—I should not agree with that, for they are proverbial in 
Harris for their good spinning, their good weaving, and their good making 
of clothes for themselves, not only over Great Britain, but over the whole 
Continenc. You hear of Harris tweeds here, there, and everywhere. My 
coat was grown on the farm, woven on the farm, and made on the farm. 

13343. But many of the people state here that for want of sheep, and 
being overcrowded, they are not able to spin, and they would like to go 
back to the old times?—Well, so far as South Harris is concerned, of the 
number of sheep I can say nothing. Of North Harris I can give every 
sheep every man has. 

13344. We have been told, and I believe, and it is pretty generally 
supposed, that the temper of the people is much sobered in amusements 
and otherwise, and that they are not so jovial, and there is not so much 
amusement in the way of singing'and dancing as there was in their younger 
days. Is that so or not ?—Possibly so. They are very sober and most 
respectable people. I don't believe you could find in any other part of 
{Scotland people more sober. 

13345. Sheriff Nicolson.—But do you use the word sober in the sense of 
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being quiet, or as regards temperance—as to their being very steady ? HARRIS. 
—They are very steady. 

13346. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—Have you any poets or bards among 
you ?—Yes, there was one celebrated poet, but lie died about two years Kenneth 
ago. The Harris bard, he was always called. Macdonald. 

13347. What was his name1?—Neil Mackiunon. 
13348. Where did he stay?—Luscantire. 
13349. I wish to put a question or two in regard to the proprietors of 

this estate, so far as you know, from the time it left the M'Leods. Who 
was the first proprietor from the main branch?—Captain M'Leod, son of 
Sir Norman M'Leod. 

13350. Was he a purchaser ?—He was the first purchaser. He was the 
first purchaser from M'Leod of M'Leod. 

13351. How many generations of these M'Leods were'there?—There 
were three. Captain M'Leod's son was Mr Hugh M'Leod, but he took 
his mother's name of Hume, and his son Alexander was the last proprietor 
of Harris, who sold it to the present Lord Dunmore's grandfather. 

13352. How far back was that1?—Lord Duumore bought it forty-nine 
year3 ago. A 

13353. What was the price? Do you know the price?—£6O,OOO for 
the estate, and £500 for the purchase of the patronage = £60,500. 
Tradition said that £15,000 was the price originally paid for it to M'Leod 
of M'Leod. 

13354. We have been told there is a small portion of Harris—the lands 
of Ensay and Pabbay—belonging to Mr Stewart. When were they sold ? 
—By the present Lord Dunmore, not very many years ago. 

13355. And he also sold North Harris ?—Yes. 
13356. It was the present Lord Dunmore who sold the whole?—Yes. 
13357. To Sir Edward Scott?—Yes. 
13358. The Chairman.—Are you able to tell us about Bern era in old 

times ?—Sir Norman was the whole tacksman. He had not it as property 
at all. He was a tacksman under M'Leod. 

13359. And did he live at the tacksman's end or at the crofters' end? 
—He lived in the end which the crofters have now—much about the 
middle of the island. 

13360. Are there any remains of his old house ?—The walls. He lived 
in a thatched house. 

13361. Do you think he had a large population of crofters and cottars 
in those days ?—I am sure he had not. He just had the servants—all 
those about him who could work a farm. 

13362. Sheriff Nicolson.—Wrere there some evictions which you 
remember, from the place where you are now living ?—Yes. 

13363. When was that?—I can hardly condescend upon the date. It 
is over forty years ago, I believe. 

13364. Were there not very severe measures resorted to for removing 
the people ?—Decidedly—very severe. 

13365. Was not the Black Watch actually called upon to take part in 
that unpleasant work?—No, it was not the Black Watch, it was the 
78th. 

13366. Where did they come from?—They were brought all the way 
from Fort George. 

13367. And where were the people transported to?—I cannot tell, but 
I believe they were scattered and transplanted here and there in the 
country. 

13368. You don't think they were carried to the colonies?—Oh, no. 
13369. The Chairman.—They may have emigrated?—I cannot 
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HARRIS, remember. I believe a few of them did emigrate, but I cannot say how 

OB7 m a n y ' 
„ 13370. Have you ever seen any correspondence between emigrants to 

Kenneth America from this island and their relatives in this country ?—I have. 
Macdonald. 13371. Was it of a satisfactory kind ?—Most satisfactory. I knew one 

man who left North Harris. He was not driven away. He was a very 
iudustrious man, and in consequence of his industry he now drives to 
church in his carriage in Australia. His name is Allan M'Leod. There 
are various others I know of who went to America, and I had letters from 
them. 

13372. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh,—Were they voluntary emigrants 1— 
Voluntary emigrants. There was one man, John Campbell, a shoemaker 
and cottar, who went to America with some others, and most satisfactory 
accounts were received from him, expressing the comfort he is enjoying. 
He is in Canada. 

13373. Are you aware there is a great disinclination to emigrate?—I 
am. 

13374. Does it exist here?—Yes, I know it for a fact, because I have 
been making inquiries and making overtures to parties, if they choose to 
go, to give them every advantage and assistance, and not only assistance 
to take them there, but assistance to see them comfortably planted there. 

13375. To what do you attribute this disinclination ?-—My idea is that 
it is the want of education, and that as education progresses the disinclina­
tion will disappear. Such is my idea. 

13376. Had you ever to do with this estate at any time?—I had. 
13377. Were you factor?—For a short time. 
13378. Who stays at Rodel now ?—I believe the house is being prepared 

for his Lordship. 
13379. There is no resident tenant now?—No. 
13380. Sheriff Nicolson.—Have you had any visit in the island of 

Harris from gentlemen who have visited some of the other islands 
endeavouring to enlighten the people as to their rights, and to stir 
them up to do something to better their position?—If you are kind 
enough to let me know the gentlemen you refer to, I shall answer the 
question, but not till then. 

13381. I am not going to name them, because there are some we are 
not entirely acquainted with, but there have been persons who have visited 
the island of Skye, and other islands, to stir up the people?—They dare 
not show their faces in Harris. I was told there was a very celebrated 
man speechifying on the pier at Tarbert, about ten days ago, the editor 
of the Highlander, and that is the only man who I ever heard came to 
Harris at all. 

13382. Did he not get a good reception?—I cannot tell, because I was 
thirteen and a half miles away. 

13383. So that any expression we have heard to-day of grievances that 
the people here or in the adjacent islands are suffering from, is entirely 
spontaneous, and has not been stirred up in their minds by persons 
outside ?—I don't believe it was. I think it was entirely spontaneous. 

THOMAS BRYDONE (27)—examined. 

13384. The Chairman.—You are local factor for Lord Dunmore?— 
Yes. 

13385. How long have you been factor?—Six months only. 

Thomas 
Brydone. 



Minutes of Evidence. 861 

13386. You have not had much time then to ascertain the wishes or HARRIS. 
condition of the people ?—No, ~ 

13387. Has there been anything said to-day in your presence on which „ 
you wish to make any remark ?—No, I don't thiuk there is. As far as Thomaa 
the crofts are concerned there seems to be some misunderstanding, because Brydone. 
the blame seems to be laid on the proprietors and factors as to the size of 
the crofts. A crofter, in general, if he keeps a croft, in most cases 
divides it with some of his sons, who get married, without the consent of 
the proprietor or factor. It stands to reason that a whole croft will carry 
one family better than two or three, divided up, and I think if only one 
family lived on a croft they could make a comfortable living, but it is the 
cottar that ruins them, and it is cottars who deteriorate the land by con­
stant cropping; and with the most of the laud, if there were only one 
family on it, they could leave perhaps a little of the land out for two or 
three years, and leave it under grass, and then bring it in again. 

13388. Then you think the subdivision of the crofts has generally been 
the result of the people settling their own children upon them ?—Yes. 

13389. Are you aware whether in former times the proprietors have 
made systematic efforts to provide for the younger branches of these families 
elsewhere ?—I don't know, but I think young men ought to have enough 
courage in themselves to go forth, as I have doue myself, and many a one 
besides. It is much better than getting married and settling down on an 
acre of land. 

13390. Can you teU us the nature of the relief works which Lord 
Dunmore has provided with a view to the present necessities of the 
country ?—Draining, fencing, and building dykes, repairing piers, and so 
on. 

13391. We heard from Mr Davidson a great complaint about the waut 
of a road along the eastern shore of the island. Has that want been 
brought to your knowledge ?—There has been nothing said to me about i t ; 
I know the road, at least the most of it. 

13392. Is it now in a very bad state ?—Yes; there was a road made 
part of the way at one time, but it is mostly all broken up. It is not 
passable for vehicles. 

13393. Has any of the recent work been bestowed on that road?— 
No. 

13394. Would it be very useful?—Well, they have got no horses on 
the east side of the island, and they mostly do all their work [with boats. 
Unless for foot passengers, I don't think it would do much good. They 
could have ponies, certainly, if the road were made. They could not take 
a pony there now, but if they had it right they could. 

13395. In other parts of the islands are wheeled carriages used?—Only 
along the main road to Tarbert. 

13396. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—Are you in a separate district of roads ? 
Who has the charge of the roads ?—The trustees here. I am not sure, 
but I think Mr Macdonald, Scarista-vore, has something to do with it. 

13397. Is Harris a district of itself, or is it connected with the Long 
Island ?—I cannot say. 

13398. You have stated that for the subdivision of crofts you hold the 
landlords are not responsible in any way ?—I cannot say, but in most cases 
they are not in the meantime. 

13399. Have you seen any estate regulations bearing upon the manage­
ment of farms and crofts ? Is there such a thing ?—I have not seen such 
a thing. 

131OO. For the work which has been given by the Dunmore family, do 
the people seem to have been very thankful and wUling to get it ?—Yes. 
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HARRIS. 134-01. Was it paid in money, or put to account of arrears?—It was 
"1 paid in money. 

, 13402. Probably there would be cottars who would not be much in 
Thomas arrears?—Some of the cottars get money also. 
Brydone. 13403. If they were not in arrear they would get the money?—Yes. 

13404. Are you authorised to intimate, or are you aware, that there are 
any further improvements or expenditure going on on the estate ?—Well 
there may be, I expect, in another year. 

13405. But you don't know what the nature of those may be I—Road-
making. 

13406. The Chairman.—What value is the labour here, compared with 
the labour in Aberdeenshire? Do the people work as much or do as 
much ?—No, and they are not paid aa much. 

13407. For a long day's work in the summer, what are the common 
wages of the people here?—Twelve shillings to fifteen shillings a week for 
common labour. 

13408. And you would be paying in Aberdeenshire from 18s. to 20s ? 
•—Yes, they get from 18s. to 25s. 

13409. Do you think the amount of wages has much to do with the 
amount of work done ? Is it the custom of the country ?—Well, I think 
they are fully as well paid on the mainland a3 they are here. 

13410. I mean, if you give a man higher wages, will he do more work ? 
—No, I don't think he will. 

13411. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—Do the family, either one or other of 
the members of it, live here a good part of the year ?—Yes, his Lordship 
lives pretty often here. 

13412. Will he live here four or six months of the year, in the course 
of the whole year ?—I can only speak of the time I have been here myself, 
but he has been here I may say a few months since last Martinmas. 

13413. But he Ì3 always here every year?—Yes, and he stays some 
time, and he knows the most of the crofters, and takes a great interest in 
them. 

13414. Does he speak Gaelic?—Yes he can speak Gaelic. 
13415. Sheriff Nicolson.—Can you speak Gaelic yourself?—Yes. 
13516. The Chairman.—How did you learn it?—I was born in the 

south of Aberdeenshire, and I was brought up in Athole, where there was 
nothing but Gaelic spoken, and I was obliged to learn it. 

13417. Sheriff Nicolson.-—And you find it a decided advantage to know 
it, to make what you intend to convey to the natives clear ?—Yes, it Ì3 not 
suitable for one in my position to be without Gaelic in this country. 

13418. Don't you think there might be a great injustice done without 
any intention, through people not understanding what was attempted to 
be conveyed to them in a language they did not understand ?—Yes, I quite 
believe it. 

13419. The Chairman.—-What do you think are the prospects of plant­
ing in this country; do you think it will be possible to establish any 
plantations ?—I think it would never pay. 

13420. But without paying, would they grow?—Well, in some parts of 
the island they would; in sheltered places they grow very well. 

13421. But you don't think it could be a source of profit or improve­
ment to the island ?—I don't think it would. 

13422. Do you think that much good could be done by fencing—by 
the erection of stone fences ?—I don't know where they are required much. 
Wire fences would be more suitable for marches in this country. 

13423. That is between the tacks and the crofters, for instance?—Yes. 
12424:. But with reference to the arable ground of the crofters them-
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selves, would a good stone fence not be of any value Ì—Well, they have 
good turf fences as it i s ; they are pretty well fenced in Harris as it is. 

13425. Mr Fraser-Maclcintosh.—Are there any prizes offered by the 
ladies of the family for neat houses and neat gardens 1—I think there are. 
It is not that I know it, but I hear the Countess has been giving prizes to 
those who have the neatest gardens. 

13426. Slieriff Nicolson.—Are you much struck by the character of the 
houses here, as compared with those you have been accustomed to see 1— 
Yes, there is no doubt of that. 

13427. Do you know whether Lord Dunmore has done anything to 
improve the houses of the people, and stir them up to improve them them­
selves 1—Yes, I have heard of his doing that himself. 

13428. Does he give them encouragement to make the houses more 
neat and clean than they used to be 1—Yes, he does that ; I have heard 
him speak about it when he was here lately. 

13429. Does he give them any encouragement in the shape of lime or 
wood ?—They don't get wood ; as for lime I have not had any experience. 

13430. The Chairman.—Have many of the cottages on the estate got 
fire-places in the wall, or are they generally warmed by the fire in the 
centre 1—I have not been in many of the houses, but I think most of them 
are in the centre. I t is the best part of the house, as they can all get 
round about it. 

13431. And what about the smoke?—They don't mind the smoke, as it-
keeps them warm, they say. I think their houses are much warmer than 

most of the slated houses here. 

HARRIS. 

OBE. 

Thomas 
Brydone. 

DUNCAN MORRISON, Cottar, Finsbay (73)—examined. 

13432. The Chairman.—What have you got to say?—I have a 
particular hardship of my own to tell of. In the first place, when I was 
sixteen years old I was sent away on account of a tacksman of big sheep 
from Borv, where I was, to Cuidinish. My father was sent—the whole 
family. We were doing there a while as Providence allowed us, till the 
next depopulation came upon Cuidinish, and when Cuidinish was depopu­
lated and given to another tacksman, I was sent away from it. I was for 
two years among the sheep at Cuidinish. I have no complaint against the 
man who took the place, because he could not put me out of it, and I had 
no other place to go to. After that time there came another schemer, who 
wanted to put me out of it. Then the factor, Macdonald, showed me some 
favour, if a friend would allow me to get the site of a house, to escape from 
the shepherd, and which I did get. I then escaped from Cuidinish, and 
got a bit of ground upon which I built a house at Finisbay, where I am 
now—a little bit upon which to raise a bit of crop, and feed myself and 
nine children. It is about twenty years since that took place, and I have 
had no means of living there siuce then except what help I got from my 
worthy neighbours. I had been paying till I came there to four different 
landlords, and I never was one penny in arrears when I was removed from 
Cuidinish, so if I have not been unjustly treated, I don't know any man 
that ever was. Notwithstanding all that I have borne myself respectfully, 
and no person in authority ever knew from anything I said how ill I had 
been used. 

13433. Have your sons not assisted you %— Our chief support is one 
son, who has been in the militia, and in the naval reserve at Stornoway. 
He is our only support. 

Duncan 
Morrison. 
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HARRIS. 13434. Are you a fish\rman ?—I never was a fisherman, but my son 
fishes. 

• 13135. Mr Fraser-Mackhitosh.—Who is the man that put you out of 
Duncan Cuidinish ?— The factor, Macdonald—the late Mr Macdonald of Itodel. 
Morrison Notwithstanding that he was very kind to me, and he gave me employ­

ment as long as the kelp was worked, which was for about ten or twelve 
years ; but ever since then I have had no employment whatever. 

[ADJOURNED.] 

ST KLLDA, SATURDAY, J U N E 2, 1883. 

ST KILDA. {See Appendix A, XII.) 

Present:— 

Lord NAPIER AND ETTRICK, K.T., Chairman. 
Sir KENNETH S. MACKENZIE, Bart. 
DONALD CAMERON, Esq. of Lochiel, M.P. 
C. FRASER-MACKINTOSH, Esq., M.P. 
Sheriff NICOLSON, LL.D. 
Professor MACKINNON, M.A. 

Rev. JOHN MACKAY (67)—examined. 

Rev. John 13136. TJie Chairman.—How many years have you been here1?— 
Mackay. Eighteen years in the mouth of October. 

13437. Would you kindly state whether there is anything here in the 
condition of the people of which they have to complain, and which the 
Governmeut or the proprietor could remedy?—"Well, I don't know any 
reasonable complaint they have. They know themselves better. You can 
hear what they have to say about the rent and some sheep. 
| 13438. I will hear that from them, but have you any general remark 
•with reference for instance to communications with the mainland, and 
their general condition, and their supply of food ?—Well, there will be 
sometimes they will be very ill off for want of food. In April last they 
had to go to Skye in a small boat, a fishing-boat, which they got fiom Mr 
Young, Glasgow. 

13439. What are the regular fixed communications?—The regular 
communications are twice a year. 

13440. What are the months ?—June and September generally. Then 
they are eight months without communications ?—Yes, for those eight 
months without communications. 

13441. "What are these two communications? Are they kept up by 
the proprietor of the island 1—They are kept up by the proprietor of the 
island, M'Leod of M'Leod. 

13142. There is no stated visit on the part of a Government vessel?— 
No. 

13443. There is no communication here with the coast guard?—No. 
13444. No branch of the public service ?—No. 
13145. And are the posts brought by these two communications?—Yes. 

There are eight months, and sometimes nine months, before they get auj 
supply. 
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13146. But are there frequent accidental communications, such as the S T KE-iDA. 
arrival of yachts or the arrival of vessels ?—Yes, there are some steamers, Rev John 
especially the ' Dunara Castle' and the ' Hebridean j they come twice in Mackay, 
summer each of them. 

13447. Do they belong to the same company, or to different companies ? 
—I think they belong to two different companies. 

13448. And the steamers of each company come twice—that is, there are 
four arrivals of steamers ?—Yes. 

13449. In what months are they?—June, July, and sometimes 
August. 

13450. Sheriff Nicolson.—The 'Hebridean' came three times last year1! 
—Yes, she came thrice. 

13451. The Chairman.—Do these steamers bring the post or mail, or 
is the mail only brought by M'Leod's vessels ?—When these steamers come 
they bring the mails. 

13452. So you may say you have six mails in the year?—Yes. 
13453. But there are sometimes eight months without any mail at all? 

—Yes, quite true. 
13454. Is the place ever visited by any religious mission from the church ? 

Do any of the clergy ever come ?—No; one of them may come with one 
of these steamers, and go away again. 

13455. Is there any one regularly deputed by the church to come?— 
No. 

13456. Since you have been here, has there been any material change in 
the condition of the people, or are they just the same?—-Well, I think there 
is some change for the better as to their moral character. 

13457. Their general character has improved?—Yes. 
13458. Are there any spirituous liquors sold in the island?—No. 
13459. Is there any private drinking in the houses ? Have they got 

any whisky or any spirituous liquors in their houses?—Well, they buy a 
bottle or two, and when they are out on the hill and catch a cold, they 
take a glass of whisky after coming home, but that is all they use. 

13460. When the steamers come here do they do any mischief by the 
sale of liquors or in any other way ?—I don't think it. Some of these 
passengers are very loose in their character, and some of them are drunk 
when they come ashore, but the people avoid them as far as they can. 

13461. The visits of these people don't do any harm to the people of 
the island?—No, they don't hurt them. They are very annoying when 
they remain here over the Sabbath. 

13462. What do they do?—They go about the hills, and go seeing 
through the windows and striking the dogs and one thing and another. 

13463. About your school, what school is there here?—There is a 
school taught by a woman, Miss M'Kinlay. 

13464. Is that school supported by rates or by the proprietor?—It is 
supported by the Ladies'Association in Edinburgh and by Miss M'Leod. 

13465. Do the children attend regularly ?—Yes, pretty fair. Sometimes 
their parents want them to go after some cattle, and they are sometimes 
absent in that way. 

13466. Have they more general knowledge of English than when you 
came, or is there no change in that respect ?—Well, there is a little, not 
much. 

13467. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—We have always heard, and we felt 
to-day, there was a difficulty in landing. Do you think a pier could be 
erected at comparatively little expense, which would make it convenient 
for passengers to come ashore ?—Well, I think so. 

13468. Would that be an improvement to the island?—It is likely to 
3 i 
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ST K.ILDA. be an improvement. I am not very sure. [After consulting with the 
~, people.] It would improve the place very much. 

UttiiVft-r 13469. Would it be attended in their opinion with much expense to 
make one merely suitable for the requirements of the island ?—They are 
not able to say what the expense would be. 

13470. You are a minister of the Free Church?—Yes. 
13471. And supported by the Free Church?—Yes. 
13472. I presume the whole of the island belongs to that denomination? 

—Yes. 
13473. Lord Napier asked you a little ago about the state of the people, 

and you answered that their moral character had improved during your 
time. In regard to their circumstances, are they better off in their circum­
stances and means, do you think, than they were before ?—Are they as 
comfortable in their ways and means as they used to be ?—Well, I think 
they are better off to-day than they were when I came to the island. 

13474. Does it arise from the visits of people who come to the island, 
or what is the reason ?—Well, the rents are the same. 

13475. Then how do you account for the improvement in their circum­
stances ?—When the steamers come here, they leave a good deal of money 
among the people; and again there is another thing, that M'Leod gives a 
larger price for the kealt. I t once sold for 2s. and 2s. 4d. and now they 
get 3s. 

13476. Does he take the whole of the rent in that form, or does he 
take even more than the value of the rent in this kealt ?—He will take the 
whole, everything he can get; he will take the whole produce of the 
island. 

13477. When the steamers come here, are they able to make purchases 
of fresh provisions ? Are you able to sell any butter or fowls or eggs ?— 
No, neither butter nor eggs. We have no hens on the islaud. 

13478. Then steamers can get nothing in the way of food here?—No, 
unless they buy a sheep ; they generally buy a sheep here. 

13479. Are the people upon the whole very contented, quiet people?— 
Well there will be some little things. 

13480. You would rather they should state any little grievances they 
have themselves ?—Yes, of course, let them speak for themselves. 

13481. Mr Cameron.—How many marriages are there in the island in 
the year?—Some years there are none at aU. There were none last 
year. 

13482. What is the average—one or two?—That is the utmost—two. 
13483. Do any of the people ever marry with those who come from the 

mainland?—No, they never marry with any from the mainland; they 
marry among themselves. 

134S4. Do they ever get the chance of marrying people on the main­
land ?—I never heard it. 

13485. Do you think they would if they got the chance ?—I think they 
would. 

13486. Do you know of any offer of marriage that was ever made by 
young men of the mainland to any of the girls here ?—Well, I cannot call 
to mind. They are not very fond of strangers. 

13487. I gather from what you said to the Chairman that they don't 
care very much about having communication in the way of mails with the 
mainland. What they care for most is about getting supplies ?—Yes. 

13488. They care more about supplies than letters or papers?—They 
are very fond of papers. 

13489. Do they correspond very much with people on the mainland ? 
—Yes, they do. 
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13490. How many letters do you think will one mail bring them?— ST KILDA. 
Well, I cannot say. ~~ 

13491. Is there an average of one for everybody on the island?—No, Mackay 
D it anything like it. 

13492. What do they live upon chieuy? What do they eat?—-They 
eat fresh potatoes, fulmars, and puffins. 

13493. Do they kill their beasts and eat beef?—Yes. 
13494. And mutton 1—Yes. 
13495. What time of the year are they most hard up for food ?— 

April. 
13496. Have they been pretty healthy for the last year?—Yes, they 

have been pretty healthy. 
13497. I understand they were rather alarmed when they saw the ship 

coming to-day, for fear there would be any infectious disease on board Ì 
—Well, they were that. 

13498. What infectious disease were they afraid of?—When they were 
in Skye in April last the island of Skye was very much affected with 
fever and small-pox and measles, and they were afraid that such diseases 
might be among you, because they did not know what kind of a ship it 
was. 

13499. Have they ever had any epidemic amongst them here?—No. 
13500. Sir Kenneth Mackenzie.—How many births are there on an 

average in the year?—One or two. There were two last year. 
13501. Do the children live?—I am sorry to say they don't live very 

well. When they come to the age of seven or eight days they generally 
die. 

13502. Do you know if there are more deaths in the island than there 
are births ?—No, there are not more deaths than births. 

13503. Then the population is increasing?—It is increasing a little. 
We had only six of an increase during the last twelve years. We had 
seventy-one in 1871 and we had seventy-six in 1881. 

13504. What is it to-day?—Seventy-seven. 
13505. Do you feel the want of a doctor very much1!—Well, they are 

very much needing a doctor at times. 
13506. The Chairman.—Who attends the women in childbirth?—Miss 

M'Kinlay up here, the nurse. 
13507. Has she been educated for that?—I am told she was. She was 

sent here by Miss M'Leod, and she attends the women here. 
13508. Do the women frequently die in childbirth? Has there been 

any case of that sort ?—Yes, last February a young woman died here in 
childbirth. She was only married a year and a quarter. 

13509. Is there any store for medicines or drugs? Are there any 
medicines kept in the island ?—There is medicine kept in the island, but 
it will be sometimes very short. 

13510. Sheriff Nicolson.—With regard to the children dying so early— 
at the age of seven or eight days-—are they as subject to that now as they 
were in former times?—Well, they are not so very subject to it as they 
were when I came to the island. 

13511. Is it supposed to be attributable to the want of proper care or 
proper feeding cf the infants at that early age ?—I don't think it is from 
the want of any proper care at all, but after seven or eight days they 
always—especially some of them who die—are struck with lock-jaw. 

13512. Do they give them anything but the mother's milk?—Nothing. 
13513. There was also an old peculiarity of the inhabitants, that they 

took a cold when any strangers came to the island ?—WeU, they are very 
subject to that still. They always catch a cold when there is a cold in the 
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KILDA. vessel or among the passengers who land here. It begins with one, aud 
—7", goes through the whole village. 
Tacka 13511. Have you noticed it yourself?—-Yes, I have. 

13515. Following immediately after the visit of a ship?—Yes. 
13516. Have you been infected by it yourself?—Yes. 
13517. Then you think it was infectious?—It was, very. There were 

some fishermen here from Uist a few years ago, and they had a very severe 
cold. There was not a man or woman on the island I think but took it, 
and I was very ill myself. 

13518. Ordinarily they are not subject to colds?—No, they are not. 
They are very healthy that way. 

13519. Are there ever cases of consumption?—No, there is not a case 
of consumption, so far as I know, on the island: they take so much food, 
aud these fulmars and birds they eat are so full of sap and oil. 

13520. Have you known any cases of consumption since you were on 
the island?—-Not one. 

13521. WTiat are the prevalent diseases? Are they subject to 
rheumatism?—Some of them are very bad with rheumatism. 

13522. Are they subject to any skin diseases?—They have nothing of 
that kind at all. Of course, they sometimes have their feet and legs broken 
out. 

13523. I suppose they are all very well clothed?—Very well. 
13524. I suppose there is not a ragged person to be seen in the island? 

—Not a ragged man or woman, if she or he pleases to clothe themselves. 
13525. Or child ?—Or child. There is plenty of cloth on the island. 
13526. Are there any of them on the parochial roll of Harris?—None. 
13527. But I suppose there are some old women who cannot support 

themselves without help ?—There are two women. There is one of them 
•who is confined to bed for more than two years. She cannot do anything. 
She is very ill with rheumatism, and cannot move a limb. 

13528. How is she supported?—By her husband. 
13529. In the case of old persons of that sort being unable to do any­

thing for themselves, or without near relatives, who takes charge of them ? 
—AVell there are none of them in the island who have not relations. 

13530. And their relations look after them?—Yes. 
13531. Are any of the inhabitants of the island engaged in work out of 

the island ?—No. 
13532. They are never in the habit of going to work out of the island? 

—No. 
13533. Or to fish?—Yes, they fish in the island. 
13531. But not out of it?—No. 
13535. They never go to the east coast?—No. 
13536. How many boats have they in the island for their own use?— 

They have four or five boats. 
13537. Sufficient for their own use round the coasts of the island?— 

Yes. 
12538. Are any of them big enough for going to the mainland with? 

—WeU, we sent for a boat last summer to Mr Fletcher Norton Menzies, 
Edinburgh. They have some money there lodged in his hands, and they 
wrote him to send them a boat; and after sending the boat, they com­
plained that the boat was too smaU for going to Harris. You will see the 
boat down on the beach. The boat is a very steady one, but they say she 
is rather too small for going to the mainland, and they left that boat and 
took the boat Mr Young sent them some years ago, about 1867. 

13539. Have they any peculiar superstitions here different from those 
of any other places ?—I don't think they have. 
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13540. Is it the case that nobody in the island can speak English ST KILDA. 
except yourself and Miss M'Kinlay V—Well, they cannot speak very well, ~ 
but they are coming on very well. Mackay ' 

13541. I suppose they are getting a little more knowledge of English? 
—Yes. 

13542. Tlie Chairman.—Is there ever any case of illegitimate birth 
here I—There is. 

13543. Is it very rare]—Very rare, but I must say there is such a case. 
13544. Sheriff Nicolson.—How many have there been since you came 

to the island ?—Two. 
13545. In these cases did the father many the woman1?—No, both of 

them were very young. There was a girl about twenty-four years of age, 
and a young lad. He was promising to marry her. 

13546. Was he a native of the island?—Yes, but she died in giving 
birth to the child. There was another case of a younger man who com­
mitted fornication. 

13547. How do you account for the very small increase of the popula­
tion. Is it from the deaths among the children being very large ?—Yes. 
Some would make out that the blood is so weak by intermarrying.—they 
are so nearly connected with each other. 

13548. Professor Mackinnon.—I suppose Miss M'Kinlay keeps a school 
quite regularly since she came to the place ?—Yes. 

13549. Do you keep up your own class yet?—Yes, I teach them here 
every Sabbath evening—those whom she teaches. 

13550: Before she came you taught them yourself?—Yes. 
13551. Are they all able to read?—Yes, they are. 
13552. They can read Gaelic every one of them?—Perfectly well, and 

commit portions of Scripture to memory. 
13553. Is there anything else they commit to memory besides portions 

of Scripture ?—Nothing. 
13554. Nothing in the way of songs?—Nothing. Nothing whatever— 

the Psalms of David and the New Testament. 
13555. They have no poets of their own?—No poets or poetry of their 

own. 
13556. Or no recollection of one?—Well, perhaps they may have, but 

I don't hear. 
13557. I suppose Miss M'Kinlay teaches them to read English?—Yes. 
13558. Do you think they are able to understand much of what they 

read ?—Well, they understand very little. 
13559. I suppose the whole of the island is in their own hands? 

They have the whole island among them ?—Yes. 
13560. Do they all pay the same amount of rent ?—No. 
13561. What is the biggest rent?—I cannot say. The men are here. 
13562. There is no great big man among them that has taken possession 

of the crofts of others?—No, they pay according to their grazings. 
13563. Is everybody allowed to put on as much as he likes?—I think 

he is. 
135G4. I heard when I was coming here that there was an emigration 

from this place. How long ago is that ?—A great many years ago. It 
will be well on for thirty years ago since they went to Australia. 

13565. Who had the property at that time?—Sir John M'Leod. 
13566. Can you tell how many families went away at that time ?—Seven 

families, I think. 
13567. I t was to Australia they went?—Yes. 
13568. Did they go away of their own accord, of their own free will ?— 

It was poverty that made them emigrate. 
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ST KILDA. 13569. Did the proprietor or factor compel them to go away in any 
T way ?—I think Norman, the factor, had a hand in it 

Mackay 13570. The Chairman.—Did he make them go?—-He encouraged them 
to go, because some of them were poor, and he was giving them meal in 
order to get quit of them. He got some papers from Government for them 
to sign, and when some of them saw their friends going away, more came 
afterwards and signed it. 

13571. Professor Mackinnon.—Did the proprietor pay their passage1?— 
The proprietor did not know of it, and when he heard that they had gone, 
he was encouraging them to return, and said that he would do them every 
justice he possibly could; but as they had gone so far, they did not wish to 
return back, and he said he himself would send a ship for them if they 
would come back. This was Sir John M'Leod. 

13572. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—Is this the first strange vessel that has 
come here this year ?—Yes. 

13573. Of course you have received no newspapers this year?—Yes, 
the factor's ship was here on the 3rd of May. M'Leod of M'Leod sent a 
ship here. I wrote to him in July last, telling him the state of the island, 
and telling him he would require to send a ship in April with supplies for 
the people as the crop looked so bad. 

13574. Did you get any newspaper then?—Yes. 
13575. Did you see anything about this Commission?—Yes, I did; I 

read about this Commission, and about Glendale. 
13576. But you did not know we were coming here?—No, I did not 

expect you here at alL 
13577. The Chairman.-—Is there any case of great longevity in man or 

woman in the place ?—Well, some of them are very old. 
13578. How old is the oldest?—A woman is the oldest person on the 

island. She will be about eighty—Mrs Rory Gillies. 
13579. You don't know any extraordinary case of a person being one 

hundred years of age ?—No. 

DONALD MACDONALD, Crofter and Fisherman (37)—examined. 

13580. Sir Kenneth Mackenzie.—Do you hold a piece of land?—Yes. 
13581. What do you pay for it?—We pay separately for the ground 

that is worked around here, and separately for the hill. 
13582. Then what do you pay?—£2 for the arable ground. 
13583. And for the hill?—About £3. 
135SL Do the tenants all pay the same thing for the hill?—No. 
13585. Why does one pay more than another?—According to the pro­

portion of the hill that they had when the laird came into possession. 
13586. Then their hill is not in common?—Under the former proprietor 

each man paid for the actual stock that he had ; but since then the pro­
prietor makes them pay according to the stock they had at that time, 
whatever it is now. 

13587. But their stock is all on the same hill; there are no marches on 
the hill?—No. 

13588. Do you pay this in money, or do you pay it in produce?—Wre 
pay it with all the produce which the island gives. 

13589. What is the produce of the island?—We pay it with feathers, 
and oil, and cloth, and also with cattle. 

13590. At what price does the proprietor take the feathers and oil?—> 

Donald 
Macdonald. 
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5s. a stone for the grey feathers, and 6s. a stone for the black feathers—• ST KILDA. 
puffin feathers—which are finer. ~ 

13591. What does he pay for the oH?—Is. a pint. Macdonald 
13592. What oil is it?—Fulmar oil. 
13593. "What does he pay for the cloth?—3s. a Scotch elL 
13594. What does he pay for the cattle?—The price varies. 
13595. Who puts the price on them ?—It was another man who took 

the cattle last year. 
13596. How do they agree about the price?—The factor fixes the 

price. 
13597. Are you bound to give your cattle at the factor's price?—Some­

times when we are complaining, he adds Is. or 2s. to the prica [Another 
witness adds : We never got such good prices before as under the present 
factor.] We get £2, 10s., and we have got £3 for a stirk from him. 
Though the former factor was as he was, we must admit he gave us better 
prices latterly. 

13598. Are you in arrears of rent, or are the arrears fully paid in St 
Kilda ?—Yes, there are some in arrears. 

13599. Are they much pressed for payment of these arrears?—The 
factor does not press people at all. 

13600. A man behind said, that though some were in debt some were 
the other way. What is the meaning of that ?—As in many places, some 
people are well off and some are ill off. 

13601. Have any of them an account against the laird—money due to 
them ?—Yes, that is so. The laird owes some of us money. 

13602. In what way does the laird pay them back %—-Anybody that 
wishes it from him gets it from him in money. 

13603. Do you generally make meal enough to keep yourselves through 
the year ?—The island would not keep us in meal any time. 

13604. What quantity of meal do you get from the mainland most 
years ?—Some families get from eight to twelve bolls in the year. 

13605. And that is paid for in the produce of the island in the same 
way as the rent ?—According to the families. Some don't get more than 
five or six bolls. Our accounts are made up at the same time for the rent 
and for the meal. 

13606. You get all your meal and all your supplies from the proprietor? 
—-Yes, except a few bolls we got by steamer last summer. 

13607. Is there any sale for your produce to the steamer?—We have 
sold a little cloth to them. 

13608. Were you getting good prices?—A little better. 
13609. You don't sell any cows to the steamer?—I have seen one cow 

sold to the steamer. 
13610. Did they get a good price for it ?—A better price. 
13611. Mr Cameron.—Would you like to have a pier ?--— Certainly we 

would be the better of a pier. 
13612. How would you be the better of a pier if you got it ?—If you 

saw some of the days when we have to land here you would understand 
then what need we have of it. 

13613. Is it for purposes of fishing you would be the better of a pier, 
or for the steamers when they come with supplies ?—We would rather 
have it for ourselves—for purposes of fishing. 

13614. How many of the men fish on the island?—Two boats go out 
to fish now. We are fallen off in able-bodied men. 

13615. What time of the year do they fish ?—Whenever we get the 
chance. 

13616. I suppose there are a great many days in the year when they 
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KILDA. cannot fish at all ?—There are very many days when we cannot go to the 
fishing, and other days we have other work to attend to at home, and can­
not go to fish. 

13617. Are you ever kept out at sea by the weather getting bad, and 
your being unable to land here after being once out ?—Yes, we have some­
times been obliged to try and seek shelter in a creek opposite us on the 
other side of the island when we could not land here. 

13618. Does that happen often?—Not often. 
13619. Have any boats ever been lost ?—There have been no drownings 

that I remember, but we have lost a boat at Boreray. 
13620. What fish do you catch?—Ling and some cod. 
13621. At what time of the year do you catch the sea birds'?—We 

catch the birds to get the oil at the beginning of summer. 
13622. How do you catch them ?—We catch the young ones with our 

hands before they are able to fly away off their nests. 
13623. Do you catch any birds at this time, or in the spring of the year ? 

—We catch the old birds in spring, and at this time of the year with the 
rod and snare. 

13624. On the nest?—Yes. 
13625. You put the snare over the nest?—We descend the rocks on a 

rope, and place the snare over the bird's head, and catch it by the 
neck. 

13626. Have you any idea how many birds are caught here annually, 
young and old ?—I cannot give a guess, probably thousands, but I cannot 
say. 

13627. How much does each head of a family catch ?—One day I 
remember we were snaring the birds at Boreray, when we caught at least 
1OOO. There were twenty men of us. 

13628. That was an unusually large number?—I never saw or heard of 
so many being got. 

13629. Do you get any herring here?—We have no herrings nets. 
13630. Would you catch any if you had nets ?—Yes, I believe so ; and 

we have spoken of it several times, but we have never got herring nets. 
13631. Do you catch any solan geese ?—We catch some solan geese. 
13632. Is it for the oil or feathers, or both?—We catch the young 

ones for their oil and feathers. We eat them a little. Wre salt some. 
13633. The Cltairman.—Is there auy diminution in the number of 

birds, or are there just as many as there used to be long ago ?—The number 
of birds varies, apparently, like other crops—more some years, and less 
other years. 

13631. Is any shooting with fire-arms allowed?—It is forbidden to 
shoot birds when they are hatching. 

13635. Mr Cameron.—Who forbids it ?—It has been a rule in the 
island as long as I remember. 

13636. The Chairman.—But do you allow shooting on the island the 
rest of the year ?—There is no prohibition during the rest of the year. 

13637. If you had herring nets, would you be able to use them ?—We 
would try, at any rate. 

13638. Do j'ou know that the herring comes here, close to the island ? 
—Yes, it does sometimes come into this loch. There were Lewis men 
fishing here and getting herring three years ago. 

13639. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—If you gut a pier convenient for 
yourselves and bigger boats and nets, would you be enabled thereby to do 
with less meal than you are paying for ?—If we had to buy the same meal, 
we would be more able to pay for it. 

13610. When the new roofs were put upon your houses many years 
ago by Sir John Macpherson M'Leod, was the rent readjusted at the time 
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you got those new roofs ?—He made no difference on the rent on account ST KILDA. 
of the improvement of the houses. 

13641. Did he put any rise on the laud?—"We had some complaints ,- j i 
here about twenty years, ago, for being made to pay for the rocks on which 
we caught the birds. We paid at that time £1 for the land and £ 1 for 
the rocks. When the complaint was made, the laird took £ 1 off the rocks 
and laid it upon us for the island of Boreray, for which we had been 
formerly paying 5s. a head. 

13642. Are you acquainted with the history and traditions of the island ? 
—I am not very skilled in these things, but I have heard some of them. 

13643. In the oldest history that is written about St Kilda, there is 
mention made of a cross upon which the people were accustomed to take 
an oath. Have you ever heard of that ?—I never heard of that. 

13644. Does the man sitting behind you know?—We cannot say any­
thing about the oath, but there is a cross cut upon the rock at Boreray, 
the steep island over there. 

13645. But my inquiry was about a movable cross which would be 
held up by a party taking the oath, and it was either of gold or silver ?— 
We never heard of it. 

13646. T/te Cliairman.—Was any object of curiosity or art ever found 
in the island—any old coin or old articles ?—We never heard of anything 
of the kind being found here. 

13647. Or any stones shaped like knives or spears ?—There have been 
such things found. 

13648. Like arrow heads?—Yes; I have heard of such arrow heads 
being found, and I have also heard of little crocks made of clay. I have 
seen them myself. I have seen such found where we were digging, of the 
size of little bowls. 

ANGUS GILLIES (35)—examined. 

13649. Tlie Chairman. Have you heard what the previous witness has Angus Gilliw. 
said I—Yea 

13650. Have you anything else to say?—I have some little addition 
to make to it. AVe are complaining a little that our rent has not been 
fixed according to our present possession, but according to what it was 
when the present laird came into possession of the island. And as you 
have come to this island to see us, I hope that one change will be effected 
by it, and that henceforward we shall be provided with a doctor, the want 
of one being very much felt. We trust that this great boon will be pro­
vided for us by Government. In the next place, with regard to the school, 
we trust that the justice that is being done to the rest of the Highland 
Isles will be done to this island of St Kilda, so that the children may be 
taught to speak the English language as weU as their mother tongue. We 
have suffered very much too, by the loss of a large boat which we had for 
the purpose of conveying us to the mainland, or to the islands, and which 
was lost in a storm, and we have now only our small skifs. 

13651. Was it a decked boat?—She was not a very large boat, but 
bigger than those we have, and undecked. Mr Sands collected the money 
with which that boat was provided for us. We felt the loss of the boat 
very much after that, when we wrote to Edinburgh, understanding there 
were funds there of which we were entitled to get the benefit. We did 
get a boat, but it appears there was not sufficient money to provide us with 
a boat of the kind we required, and the one we have got is so smaU as to 
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ST KILDA. be of no use, beyond those we have already. That boat was sent us by 
—~" Mr Menzies of the Highland Society. 

lnSu3 Gillies. 1 3 G 5 2 . Would you like to have a decked boat?—A boat with a deck 
would be of no use here. A boat would be of no use to us of a greater 
weight than we could haul up on the shore, at present. 

13653. What is the length of keel of the boat you would like ?—Twenty-
five feet keel, with nine feet seven inches of breadth in the beam. 

13654. Sheriff Nicolson.—There was some destitution last year in the 
island ?—We were much worse off last winter and spring than in former 
years. 

13655. What was the cause of that?—The crop was bad, and we ran 
out of food. The land did not produce of its abundance. 

13656. Where did you get help from?—We went in that little boat I 
have mentioned to the factor at Dunvegan, and he sent over a vessel with 
meal for us. We could not bring it in the little boat ourselves. I believe 
there were very few people in any of the Western Islands that would have 
undertaken the risk we did. 

13657. The Chairman.—As regards the larger boat you want, is it of 
any use to have half a deck, or a place to keep things dry in the boat1— 
Oh yes, that would be useful. We would not be the worse of that. 

13658. SIteriff Nicolson.—You state that the factor pays 3s. per 
Scotch yard for the cloth. Do you ask a higher price from Lowland 
customers ?—We would need to have a little more from them than 
from the factor. There is a difference between the landlord and any­
body else, because he will take things from us when nobody elsa 
would. 

13659. The Chairman.—Is there any of the old breed of sheep on the 
island 1—There are some, but they are mostly in possession of the laird. 

13660. What is the breed, the wool of which you use for the cloth?— 
We mix together the white wool and the wool of the black sheep. 

13661. Is the wool of the old original sheep much finer?—Some of 
them ; it is at least as fine. 

13662. Professor Mackinnon.—Where has the proprietor the sheep in 
the island ?—On the island of Soay. 

13663. How many has he got there?—I cannot say positively. No 
shepherd goes there at present; but I believe there are at least 200. 

13664. Where does the man who is in charge of them live?—They are 
under the charge of the ground officer here, but they are on that island 
like deer. 

13665. Has the proprietor always had that island in his own possession ? 
—I t has been in the hands of the laird since time immemorial. 

13666. Does he send over to shear the sheep ?—Not always. I believe 
it is about three years since there has been any shearing there. Unless 
you go there at Whitsunday it is no use to go afterwards, for they cast 
off the wool. 

13667. What does he do with the young ones? Does he take them 
away or sell them ?—They are left there, all mixed together. 

13668. Does he never sell any?—He does sometimes. We ourselves 
are the chief purchasers. 

13669. What do you pay for them ?—They are very small, and we don't 
pay a great price for them. I think we suffer much by the loss of long 
lines in the stormy weather here. 

13670. Sheriff Nicolson.—We have had complaints laid before us 
in Skye, and the other islands we have been in, as to the smallness 
of the quantity of land that is in the hands of the crofters. Have 
you any such complaint ?—"We have none, because the proprietor 
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can give us no more than we have except the little island which he has for ST KILDA. 
his sheep. • 

13671. Do you complain that the rent is too high I—We have no com- A " g u s Gul ies-
plaint as to the rent except what we have made already. 

[ADJOURNED.] 

MEAVAIG, LEWIS , MONDAY, J U N E 4, 1883. 

(See Appendix A, XXXIV., XXXV., XXXVI., XLI.) 

Present:— 

Lord NAPIER AND ETTRICK, K.T., Chairman. 
Sir KENNETH S. MACKENZIE, Bart. 
DONALD CAMERON, Esq. of Lochiel, M.P. 
C. FRASER-MACKINTOSH, Esq., M.P. 
Sheriff NICOLSON, LL.D. 
Professor MACKINNON, M.A. 

[Afr Marl-ay, chamberlaiu on the Lewis estates.—I am instructed 
and authorised by Lady Matheson to assure you and the crofters of this 
parish, that they shall suffer in no way in consequeuce of anything they 
may say here to-day. You can assure all and sundry that they shall suffer 
nothing at her hands or at the hands of her officials in any way.] 

LEWIS. 

MEAVAIG. 

MURDO M'LEAN, Crofter and Fish-curer, Yaltos (57)—examined. 

13672. Tlie Chairman.—Have you been freely chosen a delegate by the 
people of Valtos ?—Yes. 

13673. How many people were present at the time you were chosen? 
Was there a meeting1?—A public meeting in the Bernera Established 
Church, at which about 400 persons were present, and there was a 
committee of fifty-seven elected in this parish, and circulars sent round 
through the whole of the parish to attend the meeting for the purpose. 

13674. Have you a statement to make on behalf of the people of 
Valtos ?-—Yes. 

13675. Before we put any questions to you, will you make a voluntary 
statement of what they complain of and desire 1—Yes. I am here on 
behalf of the people of Valtos, to express the grievances under which they 
are suffering, what I wish to state before the Commissioners to-day is 
that we, the people of Valtos, in the district of the fourteen hills, have 
among us about twenty-four families without any land at all, and these 
are a burden on the rest. They are not able to improve their houses. 
They are in very poor circumstances, especially this year. They are 
unable either to clothe or provide shoes for their children, so as to enable 
them to attend school. 

13676. Do you mean the people without land, or the people with land? 
—I include the whole. The cottars are a burden on the crofters. They 
also complain that the taxes are too high—that is, the school rate. We 

Murdo 
M'Lean. 
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again consider it would be very desirable to have free education. I believe 
that the people, in consequence of the want of it, are kept back very much, 
and kept under subjection. Although they would have grievances they 
are unable to state them through want of education. Again, they had 
islands for wintering their cattle, and they had moorland for the summer­
ing of their stock. They were deprived of this moorland pasture, and it 
was converted into a deer forest. The islands were taken from them, and 
given to the large sheep farmers. Again, their rents were raised. I 
remember myself when I had to work for a whole week—sixty hours, 
without food or any allowance whatever, upon the roads. This was in the 
year 1850. Every man between the years of eighteen and sixty had to 
perform this work. They had no hand-barrows, and where the wheeled 
barrows could not go, they had to carry the road stuff in creels upon their 
backs, or in sacks, and they had to provide themselves with the cloth out 
of which to make these sacks. I saw that with my own eyes, and I saw 
the men at the work. Although many of them are not alive to-day, the 
thing was done in my time. Afterwards this was commuted into 5s. of a 
charge against every one whose name was in the rent roll.* So far as I 
remember, this again in the year 1870 was remitted, and a regular road 
tax was laid upon us. One of the justices of the peace in this country told 
me at this church that he thought this road tax would not be levied upon 
any man whose rent was under £10 . He said the tax was 3d. in the £ 1 , 
but would not be chargeable against any man whose rent was under £10 . 
This 5s. again was included in the rent that was paid by the crofters. 
Then the rent, increased by this 5s., was chargeable with every other 
assessment. I cannot go over the names of those whose names are entered 
in the rent roll of Valtos, but I know that for many a croft there were two 
names so entered, and for every name that was so entered in the rent roll, 
as far as I was able to know or discover, this 5s. was levied, even supposing 
the rent charged against them did not exceed £ 1 . So far as I have been 
able to discover, where there are three names entered for the same croft, 
in that case also I understand that this 5s. is charged against each. The 
original rental of the township of Valtos was £150 . This 5s. of which I 
have spoken would, for the whole township, make an additional rent of 
from £ 8 to £ 1 0 annuaUy, making a total of from £158 to £160 . I 
believe that £40 a year was the total amount of abatement that was made 
to the township when they were deprived of the islands I have mentioned 
and of the moorland pasture. But they were deprived of the islands and 
the moorland pasture before Sir James Matheson bought the estate. 

13677. Is the £ 1 5 0 the rent since you were deprived of those islands 
and pasture Ì—Yes, I believe they were deprived of the islands in the year 
1827 ©r thereabouts, and they were deprived of the moorland pasture a 
year or two before. There was no deer forest at that time. We knev 
nothing about deer forests at that time. At that time the management of 
the estate was in the hands of trustees, and this deprivation of the islaod 
pasture and moorland pasture was made against the will of the proprietor 
of the time. 

13678. Who was the proprietor?—The Seaforth family—Mackenzie of 
Brahan. 

13679. When the hill pasture was taken away, and the islands, was the 
estate under trustees 1—So far as I can learn. 

13680. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—Do you remember the name of the 
trustee Ì—Yes, it was an Edinburgh lawyer named Mackenzie. It is said 
by other people that our dwellings in this island are of a very poor 
character. I don't speak for myself personaUy, but for the other people, 
that it is difficult for them to have comfortable dwellings or dwellings in 

* See Appendix A, XL I. 
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which they can improve their condition. The reason is that the place is LEWIS, 
very thickly inhabited; and there are some who have smaH bits of lots, . f 
and these say that they have no inducement to improve their dweUings in _̂  r * 
any way, because they have no hold whatever of their holdings, in the case 'Murdo 
of their offending the manager or ground officer in any way, not even M'Lean. 
offending him, but for no reason at all in particular.* This keeps the 
people back, and in depressed circumstances. We believe they have mind 
and understanding the same as other people who have received education, 
but this keeps them back very, very much. Personally, I am of opinion, 
although I may be mistaken, that the man who is kept so under subjection 
has not the same inducement to endeavour to raise either his physical or 
moral condition as he would have if he were placed in more comfortable 
circumstances. Then, with regard to the school board and the parochial 
board, all the seats upon these boards are occupied by the people of the 
wealthier classes, and the poorer classes are cast aside. The parish church 
is situated two miles to the west from here, and that was the centre of the 
parish which extended from Kinlochresort to Dun of Carloway. The 
parochial board hold their meetings in Gara-na-hine, only four miles from 
the eastern boundary of the parish. The people complained of this, for 
they had to cross a ferry ten miles in breadth in any weather. The hour 
of meeting was fixed whether the members were able to attend or not. 
Then the books of the board were not open to the inspection of the public. 
A rate-payer would not be allowed to see them even supposing he wished. 
Again, the board was managed by the same class as the members. Every 
official connected with it belonged to the same class as the members. 
They had no connection with the parish at all; and the people of the 
parish believed that things were kept secret from the people of the parish, 
and that they were looked down upon in such a way that they were not 
thought fit to be entrusted with either the coUection or the distribution of 
the poor-rate. So great was the distrust in connection with these matters 
that if any native of the island was a banker, he would not be entrusted 
with the parochial board account. I don't wish to speak of my own 
personal affairs, but I may refer to them by way of iUustration. I am not 
afraid of them, nor do I ask any favour of those connected with the 
administration of the estate. As a proof of how the inhabitants of the 
place were despised and held in subjection, I am going to refer to a personal 
matter. The three parishes of Uig, Barvas, and Lochs were under the 
same inspector of poor. He had an assistant in every parish. I t so 
happened that I myself was chosen as one of these assistants—I don't 
know how—during eight months, and at the parochial board meeting at 
Gara-na-hine I was paid £ 5 a year for my trouble. I told them at that 
meeting that I was now leaving the employment of the board, and I defied 
them to show I had ever expended unnecessarily or unfairly a sixpence of 
the public rate. I was willing to continue matters as they were for £ 5 a 
year. Mr Mackay, who was chairman, said that I was not paid sufficient 
for it—that they would not get a common herd boy for the sum of £ 5 , 
and he asked them to give me a salary of £15, and he himself would 
guarantee I would do the work efficiently. Well, the matter came to a 
vote. The man who wished to get my place was a member of the board. 
Two members of the board voted for this member. Mr Mackay told this 
particular man that he ought to resign his membership, which he did. 
Mr Mackay gave him his own vote as chairman, and he carried the day, 
and he got his salary of £15. They again complain that the school board 
is chosen in the same way. 

13681. Your complaint is that the parochial board and the school board 
are chosen exclusively from one class, and, as it were, in the proprietary 

• See Appendix A, XLI. 
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interest, and that the people are not properly represented 1—I don't refer 
to proprietors, but I refer to a certain class of the people whom we call the 
aristocracy. 

13682. You mean the interests of the aristocracy?—Yes. 
13683. Then go on to another complaint?—The school board is located 

and administered in the same way as the parochial board—that is, in the 
hands of the wealthier classes so far as they can manage to get at it. We 
never got a detailed account of the income and expenditure of the school 
board, or a detailed account of the road money. We got it once or twice 
of the parochial board account, but we never yet got a school board account 
or account of the road money. 

13684. Can you suggest something that ought to be done to remedy 
these grievances—something which you think would be good for the country 
and the people ?—"We know the remedy very well—that the people them­
selves should have an opportunity of electing members to administer the 
parochial board affairs. Now, as the law is administered at present, it is 
only a minority of the people who have a vote—that is those whose rent 
is over £4. Of the voters in this parish, distinguished into the wealthier 
classes and the poorer classes, the wealthier classes have a majority of 
votes, and so we are kept down on that account. That is so far as I am 
aware or have learned about the matter. Then we think that the parochial 
board ought to be placed upon an equal footing with the school board, 
that the members should be elected freely by the people, and not by any 
good will or favour. Then with respect to road money, the poor man pays 
it according to his rent just as the rich man does, but I understand he has 
no voice whatever in the administration of that fund. They have also a 
grievance in respect to many other matters. For instance they cannot do 
without heather rope3 in order to fasten the thatch upon their houses. 
There is one day set apart by the gamekeeper upon which you are 
allowed to go and pull heather to make these ropes, and if you cannot 
attend on that day, you are not allowed on any other day. If you do, 
you are liable to be fined for it. Now, it so happened that last year the 
male population were away at the fishing, and they had only left their 
wives and children at home, and they were not able to have the heather 
ropes prepared in time, and they lost their corn because they had no ropes 
to secure it. That was in the great gale of October. My idea is that they 
could have secured a far greater amount of the corn than they were able 
to secure, if they had had ropes prepared at the time. It would not 
matter if it was a gamekeeper or a large farmer or any one belonging to 
them that would see them pulling this heather. If they were reported it 
would be worse for them than if Sir James Matheson during his life had 
seen every one of them. The township of Valtos is situated upon an arm 
of the sea, and if their sheep stray here or stray there the large sheep 
farmer wiU poind them, and he assumes the right to worry their stock a 
mile beyond the march, so they themselves say, for I have no personal 
knowledge of the matter, and the people say that any complaint they ever 
made to the chamberlain's office upon the subject was not listened to. I 
made a personal complaint myself to Mr Mackay, the chamberlain, upon 
this very matter. I myself saw the dog worrying the cattle half a mile 
beyond the march, through the rough ground, and some of them were 
injured upon the march. Now, a piece of the township was taken from 
us and given to this very tacksman. We got no abatement of rent for 
that. I myself had no stock upon the place. I have no sheep at all. 
The people delegated me to go and speak to Mr Mackay, that it was their 
settled conviction to go and keep possession of that portion of the town­
ship. Mr Mackay said that the tacksman had it in his lease, but I did 
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not believe that. I could not understand how a piece of ground that ever LEWIS, 
belonged to the township could form a part of the tack. 

13685. Mr Cameron.—Do you represent Yaltos alone, or are you also -MEAVAIG. 
a delegate for other townships 1—For Valtos alone. jìurdo 

13686. The grievances you have been stating refer to other townships M'Lean, 
besides that of Yaltos ? They are common to other townships ?—Yes, I 
th ink they are. 

13687. But as to the matters affecting the election of various boards, 
and the heather gathering, and various other complaints, are they confined 
to the township of Yaltos, or do they embrace the other townships in this 
parish1?—Thsy include the whole parish. 

13688. So in this respect you have been speaking also on behalf of 
other townships though not elected for other townships'?—Yes, i t is a 
general matter. 

13689. Wi l l you explain what you mean when you state that the people 
were unable to state their grievances through want of education ? Do you 
mean that the want of education prevented them stating their grievances 
on the present occasion, or how ?—Although I am able myself personally 
to state those grievances, I am not able to write or to send them to news­
papers. That is what I had in view when I stated tha t the people 
through want of education were not able to state their grievances. 

13690 . Would it not be better if the people stated their grievances to 
those who had the power to remedy their grievances rather than by writ ing 
to the newspapers %—We did that , and it was in vain. We made a move­
ment to that effect this year, and we did not find a man in the parish both 
able and willing to wield a pen on our behalf. 

13691. You say the people wish for free education. Are the school 
fees which you pay so high as to be of an oppressive nature ?—I consider 
the fees are too hieh. If a man ha3 four or five or six children, and has 
to pay 4s. a quarter for them, and meanwhile has no money wherewith to 
buy meal, the fees stand very much in the way of his being able to secure 
the education of his children. 

13692. W h a t are the fees?—One shilling a quarter. 
13693. How many heads of families are there in Valtos ?—About 

seventy families. 
13694. Has each family got a separate croft1?—No. 
13695. How many of these are cot tars?—About twenty. 
13696. Have the crofters got any right to common pasture anywhere1? 

—Yes. 
13697. What is the average head of stock which each crofter keeps 

in the township?—If they were limited to the number of cattle t h a t the 
crofts could feed in winter, I don't th ink they would exceed a cow for every 
£ 2 of rent that is paid in the township. 

13698 . What is the average number of acres of arable g round?— 
Not one man there has an acre of arable ground . I t is only rocks and 
st ones, sandy ground which was blown by the wind. 

13699 . Wha t kind of crops do you raise there?—Potatoes and barley. 
Oats will not grow. The sandy ground burns up the oats. 

13700 . How many barrels of potatoes does each man plant in a yea r?— 
Wel l , I pay £ 3 of rent, bu t I am pay ing £ 1 extra. I would plant about 
five barrels to give justice. 

13701. How many do you actually plant?—This year I planted about 
four barrels. I was short of seed. 

13702. And how much bere?—Rather less than a bushe l 
13703. W h a t stock have you got yourself on the croft?—Three cows, 
13704. Any sheep ?—No. 

m. 
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LEWIS. 13705. Or horses ?—No. 
13706. Just three cows ?—Yes. 

J ' 13707. Professor Mackinnon.—Any young ones ?—No. 
Murdo 13708. Mr Cameron.—Have your neighbours about the same number? 

M'Lean. —No. Two of them were fed from Aberdeen. I bought the wintering 
of them. 

13709. Do these cows graze on the common hill ground ì—Yes, as long 
as it continues. 

13710. Till the end of harvest?—Yes, it is so smaU for the people that 
it lasts no time. 

13711. You mentioned that £40 of abatement of rent was given when 
the islands and the moorland were taken away from the township ?—Yes; 
Yaltos was at that time £180 of rent. 

13712. And that was in 1827?—From 1825 to 1827.* 
13713. Do you know what rent for those islands is now paid by the 

farmer or whoever it is that has got them ?—I know the rent one farmer 
was paying, and I don't think the present farmer pays anything higher. 
I knew Mr Macrae when he had the farm of Linshader, and when he got 
the land of Pabbay-more, paid £32. John Munro Mackenzie was factor at 
the time. 

13714. Is that the rent now?—It has passed through two or three 
hands since then. 

13715. What other lauds were taken away? —The half of Vacsay. I 
know the rent that was paid for that twenty years ago. It was £15 for 
the whole. 

13716. Do you think it is higher now?—Yes, I think it i s ; I cannot 
tell. 

13717. What other islands were taken away at that time?—Flodda. 
13718. What is the rent paid for that?—£4 or £5. 
13719. Now, do you know the rent which was paid for the moorland 

which was taken away sixty years ago ?—Most of it is in the forest. 
13720. Do you know what is the rent paid for it ?—About £1000. 
13721. That is for the whole forest, but I mean for the grazing which 

was taken from Valtos in 1825?—Well, I suppose the most part of it 
belonged to Valtos. 

13722. You think the most part of that £1000 now paid was taken 
from Valtos ?—Yes. 

13723. Do the people complain of their not having these islands and 
the moorland, or is it merely that you wish to inform us as to the exact 
possession ?—Oh, they complain of it. 

13724. What rent do you think they would pay for it if they got it. 
It appears to have been valued theu at £40 ?—They would willingly pay 
the rent it was raising in 1801. 

13725. Was that less or more than the rent paid in 1825, when it was 
taken away ?—Well, I think it was rather less. Rents have been increas­
ing till this very day. * 

13726. But it was valued at £40 a year in-1825?—£32 was the rent 
of it when the small crofters had it. 

13727. And you think the people would now be willing to pay £32 
for it if they got it ?—As for that, I don't like to go into details. 

13728. But about that ?—Yes. 
13729. Any way, they would not be willing to pay £1000?—No. 
13730. And the moorland is now let for £1000 apart from the lands? 

—The moorland and the land are not together at all. 
13731. But you put them together, and said the islands and moorland 

were worth £40 a year ?—Yes. j 

* See_Appendix A, XLI. 
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13732. And you now say the greater part of the moor which is worth LEWIS. 
£1000 belonged to Valtos?—Yes. 

13733. Then you don't think the people would be willing to pay £1000 M E A V A I ° 
for it?—Not likely. Hurdo 

13734. You said £40?—Yes. M'L-ean. 
13735. The Chairman.—When the moorland was taken away from the 

township of Valtos, what amount of sheep or cattle did it keep?—They 
kept horses at that time as well as sheep and cattle. 

13736. About how much of all kinds of stock?—Well, they had a3 
high as fourteen cows—those that were paying £ 6 at that time. 

13737. But you cannot give me any idea how many sheep or cattle 
that moorland kept which was taken away for the sake of the farm alto­
gether?—Some of it as high as six score sheep. 

13738. Have you any idea how many acres were taken away?—No. 
13739. But you think the piece taken away amounts really to half the 

area of the present deer forest?—I think it is fully more than half the 
area. 

13740. You mentioned that the people were prevented making improve­
ments on their houses or crofts for fear of arbitr ary eviction on the part of 
the ground officer. Can you state any cases of arbitrary or wanton evic­
tion within your memory ?—Yes, by the sheep farmer. I am not stating 
it at all, but I can show it. 

13741. But I mean by the proprietor or factor. Do you know of any 
case of wanton or arbitrary eviction in your memory, by the proprietor, 
factor, or ground officer?—Yes, I could tell several instances. A t 
Callernish, for instance, there were regulations given out in 1848, when 
this parish was lotted by a surveyor, and there were plans and specifications 
laid out for building a new kind of houses, and the men were going on 
with these houses and supporting themselves by the shell-fish from the 
shore. I t was a very very bad year. A great deal of destitution was • • 
prevalent that year, and one man in this parish died for want of nourish­
ment These houses were built according to the regulations of the estate, 
and the work will bear evidence, will show itself. And the people were 
driven away out of it in the year 1851, and some of the houses are half 
built and the people in Canada. The people were driven away, and their 
stock was taken away from them for a nominal price—a sheep aDd lamb 
4s. 6d. a head.* 

13742. And the people were emigrated out of Scotland?—Yes, and 
scattered all through the island, and that was merely through the large 
farmer keeping the march up to them. He was lodging complaints 
against them. 

13743. How long ago is that?—In the year 1851. 
13744. That is thirty-two years ago. But within recent times has there 

been any isolated case of individual arbitrary evictions?—Yes. There was 
a case not twenty years ago, and another case at Bernera, through the 
influence of the ground officer; and even here, in this parish, they have 
been removed. 

13745. You mentioned there was a difficulty in obtaining the heather 
ropes for securing the thatch of the houses, and that a day was appointed 
on which they were obliged to gather the heather. Is there only one day 
of the year appointed ?—Three days in one particular week of the year. 

13746. Supposing it was very bad weather, or that they were unable to 
get out, would they get leave to take it on other days ?—No, they would 
have been reported by the officer and fined. 

13747. Is any payment exacted for gathering heather?—No, not so 
far as I know. 

* See Appendix A, XLI. 3 g 
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LEWIS. 13748. You stated that in the election of members for the school 
• board the wishes and opinions of the people were not sufficiently considered, 

EAVAIG. aQ(- tkafc t | i e representatives were all taken from one class. Have the 
Murdo people ever endeavoured to put forward a candidate for the school board 

M'Lean. agreeable to themselves ?—Yes, but the people were uncertain of the rules 
of the school board from the commencement, and did not know anything 
about it. 

13749. When was the last election %—October 1882. 
13750. Could not you or someone having better education have explained 

to the people what their powers and duties were ? Did you ever endeavour 
to assist them to elect a delegate in their own interest 1—I did not want to 
go in to be troubled with anything of the kind. I had some other business 
to attend to. 

13751. Has anybody ever represented to the factor or proprietor that 
they would have liked to have representatives of their own class upon the 
school board ? Have they ever expressed their desire ?—Well, I suppose 
they have. 

13752. Do you know they have?—I cannot answer that question 
distinctly. 

1 "^753. You said there were twenty families on the township without 
land. How do these families gain their subsistence ?—They have a divi­
sion of their friends' lots. 

13754. You say you are a fish-curer. Can you suggest any means of 
helping the fishing industry ?—Yes, but I considered the fishing a secondary 
consideration. Land is the first, if the people are to be elevated in any 
shape or form. 

13755. I ask you whether you have any specific suggestion to make— 
whether secondary or primary—for the benefit of the fishing population? 
—Yes. 

13756. Then make it?—Well, so far as I can understand, everything 
that can be done for the fishing curing we have been doing. We have 
supplied the men with good substantial fishing boats, in the first place. 
They can go thirty miles from the land. It is the ling fishing that is 
principally carried on here, and they go about thirty miles from the 
land, and r;hey have good boats—some of them as large as 33 feet keel, all 
decked, with the best fishing material. Well, this year was a very bad 
year—boisterous weather—and the fishing is of very little consequence 
when there is bad weather. 

13757. Excuse me for a moment. I wish you to suggest anything 
that could be done. You say the fish-curers have given them good boats. 
Is there anything the Government or the proprietor could do in the way 
of boats or harbours or anything for the benefit of the people ?—Well, the 
proprietor spent very little money upon the fishing; and as for the 
Government, I think landing places might help them a little. We are 
standing very much in need of landing places at Valtos. We have a good 
natural harbour. 

13758. Could you write down a list of the places where you think 
landing places would be useful ?—Yes. 

13759. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—How many families were in Valtos in 
1825, at the time these places were taken away?—About fourteen families. 
It is before I was born. It is not likely I would be able to give the 
number there were before I was born. 

13760. The former condition was this, that there were fourteen families 
in 1825 in Valtos, and they possessed, generally, fourteen milk cows, six 
score sheep, and some horses. Was that the state of Valtos in 1825?— 
Well, I did not mean the whole of them had that—-so many cattle, sheep, 
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and horses—but those who were paying as high as £6. I mentioned LEWIS, 
that. 

13761. And the condition now is that in place of these fourteen families 
there are upwards of seventy, with a very diminished stock ?—Yes, that is 
the state of matters. 

13762. Mention the name of the tacksmen who first got these islands 
which were taken away?—Mr James Mackenzie, Linshader, and Alexander 
Macrae. 

13763. How long was the moor pasture taken away before it was let as 
a forest for rent ? I am told it was only let as a forest for money quite 
recently. While it was in the proprietor's hands had he any stock upon 
it ?—A tacksman had it before it was converted into a forest. 

13764. Who was the tacksman who got it1?—Alexander Macrae of 
Scaliscro. 

13765. What rent were they paying?—About £100, but they had 
Scaliscro. 

13766. Where are these islands, and why was this pasture taken from 
Valtos ?—Because they wanted it to be converted into a sheep farm, and 
through the influence of the ruling power. 

13767. It was not for the benefit of the people of Valtos?—No, quite 
the reverse. 

13768. You spoke about some evictions that took place in 1851; from 
what township ?—Carinish and Reef. 

13769. These were houses they were put out of, not land?—The whole 
lands, gardens, grazings, houses, and everything. 

13770. Who got the lands from which they were put out?—James 
Mackenzie, who has Linshader and Pabbay. 

13771. Then the eviction was not for the benefit of the crofters who 
remained ?—There were no crofters remaining on those places. 

13772. They were all put away?—They were all driven away. 
13773. Where were those people taken to? Were they driven out of 

the island altogether ?—No, some were scattered through the parish, some 
sent to other hamlets beyond the parish, and some were compelled to go 
to America. 

13774. Do you know a person called John Mathieson of Uig?—Yes. 
13775. Is he one of the delegates?—-Yes. 
13776. Has there been a surveyor going round measuring the crofts of 

the people lately ?—Yes, I saw one. 
13777. Do you know what he is doing or why he is doing it ?—I spoke 

to the gentleman, and he asked me about my own croft, and I told him it 
was half a croft I was tenant of, and he asked me for the other name, and 
the answer I got was a peculiar one. 

13778. Are you aware the people generally were rather alarmed at this 
inquiry?—Yes, they did not like the idea. 

13779. Do you know now yourself exactly what the object is?—The 
opinion I formed in my own mind was that he was from the factor's office, 
because he had aU the crofters that were in the rental in his book. I 
understood in my mind he came purposely from the office. 

13780. Are you aware the object was in order to get the exact extent 
of the cultivated land of the island merely for information ?—That was not 
all the measurement he made. He measured the lochs. 

13781. In reality it was for the use of this Commission, to get exactly 
the extent of the arable land that was under cultivation ?—Well, the people 
di«l not believe he was sent from the Commission, because I got one of the 
schedules to read, and my understanding was that Lady Matheson might 
get her own schedules for her own side. 
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13782. But that surveyor is paid by Government1?—Well, he should 
have told that politely. It would have left the people more satisfied. 
They were not satisfied with him, because he did not speak very politely 
to the people. 

13783. Sir Kenneth Mackenzie.—You said there were fourteen families 
in 1825 and seventy now. Where have these families come from1!—It is 
the natural increase of the place. 

DONALD MATHIESON, Kneep (64)—examined. 

Donald 13784. The Chairman.—Have you been freely elected a delegate by 
Matbieson. y o u r p e 0 ple 1—Yes. 

13785. Have you a statement to make on their behalf 1—They complain 
of some hardships connected with the administration of the estate—the 
holdings made less and the rents increased. My father and grandfather 
lived in this township. In my grandfather's day the township was divided 
among eight, and the total rent was £40 . This was about eighty years 
ago. The rent is now £80 . There are twenty-six families, of whom 
seventeen are crofters. Some of the township was taken from us, also 
some of the islands that used to summer our cattle, and also moorland 
pasture. 

13786. How long is it since the moorland pasture was taken away1?— 
The islands were taken away from us about fifty-five years ago. They 
were given to Alexander Macrae of Kintail. "We were deprived of the 
moorland pasture about forty years ago, and it was given to a neighbouring 
tacksman. We march with sheep runs all round. About 1850 the town­
ship that marched with us was cleared, and a bit of our township was 
taken from us, and added to that cleared township. The tacksman was 
Mr John Macrae, the son of the Macrae who got the islands before. 

13787. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—What was the name of the township 
that was cleared1?—Reef. In the days I spoke of, in my grandfather's 
days, when they had the land at a reasonable rent, they were making a 
comfortable living. They had a pair of horses, five milk cows, and other 
cows such as young animals that were sent to the islands, and about forty 
sheep. The horses were done away with, and they themselves had often to 
do horses' work; and now if a man marries a wife, he must yoke her in a 
cart. Now, having lost all our grazings, and with the amount of ground 
we have now, supposing I had two cows, I would require to sell one in 
order to keep up the other; and if I have about a dozen sheep or so at 
Martinmas, they will be worried by the neighbouring tacksmen, whose dogs 
continually harass them, and poind them, so that we are scarcely able to 
live at alL 

13788. Sir Kenneth Mackenzie.—What rent do you yourself pay 1— 
£4, 4s. bare rent, with taxes in addition. 

13789. What stock do you actually keep 1—Three cows, two stirks, and 
ten sheep. 

13790. No horse1?—No, I have no horse. There is no horse in the 
place. They would not be allowed to be kept there. They were all sold. 

13791. How many barrels of potatoes do you plant1?—About twelve. 
13792. And how many barrels of barley1?—One barrel of barley and 

half a barrel of oats. 
13793. What return do you get from these1?—The land has got 

exhausted through continuous cropping, but I get about forty barrels of 
potatoes and sometimes as low as twenty. 

LEWIS. 

MEAVAIO. 
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13794. What is the best return you recollect getting within the last ten LEWIS, 
years 1—Sixty. The cattle required it all for the last two years. . . 

13795. What return do you get of bere and oats ?—I would make about 
six returns the year before last. Donald 

13796. Of bere?—Yes. Mathieson. 
13797. Besides the seed?—Six returns altogether, seed included. 
13798. And oats ?—The land has got exhausted, as stated before. The 

best crop of oats I ever had was two barrels out of a half barrel I sowed. 
13799. You give most of this produce to your own cattle?—Yes, so 

they must; there is nothing else for them. 
13SOO. What amount of meal are you obliged to buy?—I bought about 

twenty boUs last year. I have already bought sixteen this year. 
13801. Since when?—Just after the crop is lifted. I begin to buy just 

after the income of the crop is eaten up. 
ret 13802. In what way do you make the money that enables you to buy 
this meal?—-Partially by the selling of stock, and fishing at the east coast 
and elsewhere. 

13803. Do you fish here at all ?—Not of late; I am too old now. 
13804. Does your family fish here?—Yes. 
13805. Have they got a big boat?—No. In addition to the sufferings 

we endure through the shepherds, we are also injured very much by the 
deer-forest. Supposing any of our own cattle are feeding out upon our 
own moorland pasture, no one is allowed by the regulations of the estate 
to attend to them or follow them except the herd. Even supposing any 
of them had a broken leg, no other person is entitled to go and look after 
it. Supposing any of the sheep were losing their wool, or anything of 
that sort, we are not allowed to go after them to shear them. One day is 
appointed for that purpose, and if the sheep are not found on that day 
they must go without being shorn at all. 

13806. Has the herd the right to go a second time?—Yes, he has the 
right, but when the sportsmen come he must look out. 

13807. When do the sportsmen come?—At tli3 end of summer. 
13808. Do the deer damage your crofts at all?—Not in our particular 

township, but in other parts of the parish they injure the crops. 
13SO9. How long has your rent stood at £4 , 4s. ?—About sixteen 

years. 
13810. What was it before then V—I paid at first £3, 15s. 
13811. Why was it raised?—I don't know. The rent of our township 

was raised £ 1 0 in one year, and four men were put in upon us. Then 5s. 
was put upon us for peat ground, and then Is. was put upon each of us 
which they called hen money; that is 6s. But now that is rent, and it 
is not set down as a separate rent 

13812. Were you in the habit of giving kain hens in addition to the 
rent before ?—We never paid any kain hens within my time. 

13813. But did they always pay the shilling in your time?—No 
13814. Then why was the Is. put on?—I cannot tell, except that that 

was about the time it was put upon us by the chamberlain Donald Munro. 
13815. Why was it called hen money ?—I don't know why it was called 

by that name. 
13816. What was the name of the island you lost?—Little Wia. Our 

township had the whole of it, and then we had a portion of Yacasay, the 
island which the previous delegate spoke of. That was what our township 
separately held. 

13817. You mentioned that four families had been put in upon you. 
Where did they come from ?—From another township that was cleared— 
Dun of Carloway. 
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LEWIS. 13818. Have any other families been put in upon you at any time 
' T" besides these four ?—Not since I became a crofter. The increase has been 
'_ 1 ' the natural increase of the land, except these four. 

Donald 13819. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—Who has that island, Little Wia, and 
Mathieson. the half of that other island 1—James Macrae has Little Wia and Alexander 

Macrae has the portion of Vacasay which belonged to our township. 
13820. Have they a good deal of land besides 1—They have. Alexander 

has a very large stretch of country—four townships added together. 
13821. Why were these islands taken from the Kneep people 1—Wo 

cannot tell, except to make the oppressors that came in more comfortable, 
and provide them with wintering for their stock. 

13822. Was it for the benefit of the people of Kneep !—On the con­
trary, to our great injury. 

13S23. Is the latter state of Kneep worse than the beginning?—Seven­
fold worse—sevenfold and seventeen times, and I say so. 

13824. You mentioned that the town of Reef was cleared. Do you 
know how many families were cleared out of Reef 1—Several. 

13825. Would there be twenty altogether1?—There were about twenty-
eight. 

13826. What became of them1?—They suffered great hardship and 
oppression in their removal. I remember it well myself. They were 
scattered here and there, and some were seut abroad—some to other places 
where hardly a snipe could live. 

13827. Who has Reef now?—James Mackenzie, Linshader. 
13828. In regard to the forest, is there any fence for keeping the deer 

in ?—No. 
13829. No fence whatever1?—No, they have the run of our own moor­

land pasture for grouse and shooting. 
13830. Supposing you got these islands back again, would they help 

you very much in your condition 1—Certainly. 
13831. Is your own position very much worse than the position of your 

grandfather %—-Very much indeed. I must live henceforth on the earnings 
of other people—on my own family whom I reared under great hardship. 
The croft which I possess does not contribute much to my support. 

13832. You mentioned formerly you had been in the habit of going 
away and earning money for the support of your family in other places, 
but you are now too old to do so. Is that correct ?—Yes. 

13833. Was it necessary for your grandfather to go away out of this 
place to earn his living ]—Never beyond the bounds of the township. 

13834. Tiie Chairman.—Does the common pasture—the hill pasture of 
the township—march with the deer forest Ì—The grazing of Valtos comes 
between as and the actual forest, but the sportsuieu have the run of all the 
ground for shooting purposes. 

13835. The sportsmen have the right of shooting grouse and deer over 
your common pasture 1—He has the right to go through our crops in the 
shooting season, and he exercises the right of going through our crops and 
shooting snipe along the shore and elsewhere. 

13836. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—With dogs?—Yes. 
13837. Do they take dogs through the corn?—They went through it 

quite common last summer. 
13838. The Chairman.—Do the shooting tenants do your stock and 

crop any substantial injury1?—Well it never was complained of, but there 
is no doubt that there were some places where substantial injury was 
done. 

13839. Do the shooting tenants show you any kindness or render you 
any service of any sort ?—We hold no communication with them. 
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13840 . Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—Or they with you'J—There is no com- LEWIS, 
munication between us at aU. , , 

13841. The Chairman.—Do the gamekeepers molest you or do you any 
hurt?-— W e have nothing to complain of in that respect, except the matter Donald 
of the heather. The hill is set apart a t the begiuuiug of autumn, and if Hathieaon, 
we cannot get at the heather that week we must do without, whatever 
injury may befall us for want of it. 

13842. Do you get sea-weed from the shore1?—Yes. 
13843. Do you pay anything?—No, nothing whatever. 
13844. Do you get anything from the tacksman's shore or only from 

your own ?—We take it off our own shore, but there was a portion pre­
served of the shore which belonged to neither tacksmau nor crofter, which 
was occupied by the proprietor for the manufacture of kelp. That is not 
used now, and we get the use of it. 

13845. And do you pay anything?—Nothing. W e would not be 
allowed to go upon the tacksman's land. 

13846. Do you live on good terms with the tacksman ?—Some ten days 
ago some of our people went to gather drift-ware upon the tacksman's 
shore and were prevented doing so. 

12847. Mr Cameron.—Did I understand you to say tha t the sportsmen 
habitually shoot suipe in standing corn with dogs ?—I would say five or 
six times in the season. The shooting tenant pays £ 7 0 0 or £ 8 0 0 for the 
privilege of shooting over what is our ground and the ground of the 
neighbouring crofters—the moorland pasture—throughout the whole 
parish. The proprietor gets that amount of money without any outlay 
whatever on the place. 

JNORMAN MORRISON, Crofter and Fisherman, Breanish (61)—examined . 

13848. The Chairman.—Have you been freely elected a delegate by Norman 
the people of Breanish ?—Yes. Morrison 

13849. How many people were present when you were elected?—A l l 
the male population of the town. 

13850 . Have you any statement to make on behalf of the people ?—I 
would say, in the first place, tha t they are crowded so much together that 
they have no way of living. Our places were crowded first when the 
neighbouring township of Miolasta was cleared. S ix families of t ha t 
township ware thrown in among u s ; the rest were hounded away to 
Australia and America, and I think I hear the cry of the children till this 
day. There were others came from various townships since a t different 
times as these were being cleared, and I instance various examples—one 
from one place one from another—and not one was placed in among us in 
tha t way, but accommodation was provided for him by subdividing one of 
the lots that were in the place. W e were deprived of the old rights of 
the township moorland pasture. The half of the island of Miolasta 
belonged in the t ime of my grandfather to our township and a neighbour­
ing township. W e were deprived of that. "We got no abatement of rent 
when we were deprived of that, but when Cameron lotted out the town­
ship the rent was increased by £ 3 0 . 

13851. How long is it since the island of Miolasta was taken from you '( 
•—Neirly sixty years. 

13852. How long is it since the township of Miolasta was cleared?— 
About forty-five years ago. 

13853. As you are sixty-one years of age, you can perhaps remember 
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LEWIS, how many families there were in Breanish before the township was cleired 
.. and the people taken to Breanish 1—Between twelve and sixteen. 

' 13854. How many are there now ?—Forty-three. 
Norman 13855. How many of those are crofters paying rent to the proprietor} 

Morrison. —There are twenty-nine names on the rent roll.* 
13856. And the rest are cottars'?—There are some of them who pay 

from 5s. to 10s. 
13857. Then the number of the families has increased from sixteen to 

forty-three. How many of that number do you think have come in from 
the outside, and how many are the natural increase of the place ?—Seven 
came from the outsida We also consider we have a grievance with respect 
to the herd upon the march. It is fourteen years since a herd was set 
apart for ourselves and the neighbouring tacksman, and we are quite 
willing to pay the half of the wages of that shepherd, but we have always 
had the idea that the neighbouring tacksman marching with us ought to 
pay the other half. "We were also complaining about the dyke that was 
built about thirty-four years ago. It was built in the time of the destitu­
tion, and the people were paid for the building of it by so much Indian 
meal. Four shillings or five shillings additional rent was placed upon 
every one that was on the rent roll at that date for this dyke, and we were 
under the impression that when the expense of putting up the fence was 
paid this 4s. or 5s. would be taken away. 

13858. What good is the dyke?—It never was of much service. It 
was meant to enclose the arable ground, but being only a turf dyke it 
stood only two or three years, and it never was repaired either by landlord 
or tenant. We are also complaining of the fank that was set up in 
Miolasta after it was cleared. It is only about 20 feet long by 12 feet 
broad. All the sheep sink into it down halfway to the belly. 

13859. Is your township surrounded by dykes?—-Yes, we march with Z 
tack. 

13860. You have disputes with the tacksman about sheep?—Yes; I 
have seen the blankets taken off the beds to pay for poinding money, and 
I have seen the plaids of the women taken away for the same purpose. 

13861. If there was a fence put round all your hill pasture so as to 
separate you from the tacksman, would that be of service to you ?—Yes, it 
would be of service while it lasted. 

13862. If the proprietor was inclined to put up a wire fence round 
your pasture would you contribute by your labour to put it up ?—I am not 
able to speak on behalf of the people in that matter. We did not consult 
together on such a question as that. 

13863. Do you think it would be a wise thing to do ?—It would not be 
an unfair thing to do, but these things did not occur in the time of the 
present shepherd. 

13864. Did you beucfit by your sheep running upon the tacksman's 
land ?—No, we would not allow them there, but then we cannot keep them 
off. They are none the better of going there at all; once they are caught 
they are confined. 

13865. If you could get back the half of the island that was taken 
away from you, would you be able to stock it and pay rent for it ?—I am 
of opinion that it would be of great service to them, in order to enable them 
to pay the rent if they got it back. 

13866. If you got back the half of the island, would you be willing to 
pay rent for it ?—I did not take the opinion of the people of the township 
on that matter, but I should think it would be a great benefit to them to 
enable them to pay their rent. What I understood to be the feeling of the 
people was that they wished to plead for the old rights of the township. 

* See Appendix A, XLI. 
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13867. Professor Mackinnon.—I understand that to be that they should LEWIS, 
get it back without any rent ?—Yes, that is the feeling of the people—that — ~ 
they ought to get it back according to the old rights of the place without EAA AIG' 
any additional rent. Norman 

13868. The Chair?na?i.-—When it was taken away from you, was the Morrison, 
rent reduced ?—No; on the contrary, the rent was raised. There was £30 
additional placed upon the township, since I succeeded my father. 

13869. "What was the total in your father's time?—£72. 
j.3870. What is it now?-—£100 now, bare rent. 
13871. When was it raised 1—The rent was raised since Sir James 

Matheson bought the property, when Mr Cameron, surveyor, lotted out 
the place. 

13872. What was your individual rent before it was raised?—The rent 
of the township was raised when I got possession of my croft, and it was 
raised at the very time the crofts were lotted out, so that I cannot tell the 
former rent. I already stated the rent to be £ 5 of bare rent and £ 2 of 
assessments. The croft is divided between myself and my brother. 

13S73. What do these assessments consist of?—There is 4s. or 5s. for 
the dyke fence I spoke of. Then there is 4s. or 5s. more for moorland 
grazing. Then there is the school rate and the poor rate, and the doctor's 
money, and Is. for hen money. 

13874. "Where is the moor pasture you speak of ?—The moorland ground 
is summer pasture. A t the end of summer the cattle graze upon it for 
four or six weeks. We don't send sheep there—only the cattle. 

13875. "When did you get that pasture, or did you always have it?—In 
my grandfather's time or before that. 

13876. Did you pay the 5s. then, or was it included in the rest of your 
rent ?—This 5s. was added to our rent in Sir James's time. I never heard 
of it before that. 

13877. How near is the school to you at Breanish?—About 1OO yards 
from the nearest house. 

13878. How far are you from the church?—We are about eight miles 
from this one. 

13879. And how far from the Free Church?—Ten. 
13880. You are the furthest away township on the west of Lewis are 

you not?—Yes, that is inhabited by crofters. 
13881. There is no other between you and Harris?—No, there is no 

other crofter township between us and Harris. 
13882. Is there a road to Breanish?—There is no road past Miolasta. 
13883. How far are you past that place?—About one mile. 
13884. And how far is the doctor from you?—About thirty miles by 

land, and about eighteen by water by taking advantage of the ferry. 
13885. Have you ever had a doctor nearer you than that9—It is only 

one doctor before that we ever had in the parish. 
13886. Is it a grievance to be so far from the doctor?—Very great. 

When we come down to take advantage of the ferry we have to get a boat 
from some other person. 

13887. What is your stock ?—Two milk cows and three young beast3. 
13888. And your sheep?—Fifteen or twenty sheep. 
13889. And a horse 1—No, I never had, and never shall have until I 

get grazing for it. My grandfather had. My brother has about the same 
amount of stock that I have. 

13890. And what is the rent of your own and your brother's croft ?— 
£3, and there is 10s. of taxes in addition. 

13891. Then your whole rent is £ 3 , 10s. Do you consider that rent 
too high ?—Yes, for all the crops we can take out of the place. 
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LEWIS. 13892. Have any of the other people of Breauish a horse?—No, thoro 
is no horse in the township ? 

MKAVAIG. 13893. Where is the laud near you that could be added to you ?—Once 
Norman y o u pass Valtos there is not a crofter between that and my owu house—a 

Morrison, stretch of ten miles—and every foot of that is available. 
13894. In whose hands are these ten miles?—Two tacksmen—John 

Macrae and Alexander Macrae, and Mr Mackay. It is not more thau ten 
years since they were removed from one of these townships, but it is a 
large number of years since they were removed from the others. 

13895. Is there very good arable land on these farms 1—That was the 
garden of Uig both for crops and pasture. 

13896. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—With reference to a remark you made 
about some people being evicted, that the wail was stiU ringing in your 
ears. Who was it that put these people out?—Sir James Matheson's 
predecessor. 

13897. Who got their land?—John Macrae from KintaiL 
13898. Who has got the land just now ?—Mr Mitchell 
13899. Where does he stay?—Miolasta. 
13900. Does he live there ?—Yes. 
13901. Is he a native of the island ?—No. 
13902. I would like to get some explanation about the herd you spoke 

of. You complained that they had to p^y the whole wages of the herd 
with the adjoining tacksman, but I understood you also to say that the 
tacksman nominated the herd. Is that so ?—We appoint him ourselves, 
at the instance of the chamberlain and Mr Mitchell; but it is not our 
present chamberlaiu that imposed him upon us, but his predecessor, Mr 
Munro. 

13903. Would you not, unless compelled, get a herd at all?—A herd 
is necessary. He is engaged there during the half year, the summer and 
autumn, and the tacksman's shepherd could not keep the march very well 
without a herd. We are quite willing to pay the half of the herd; the 
tacksman has a shepherd upon his side of the march. 

13904. But you don't pay any of his wages?—He has a shepherd upon 
the other side of the fence, and we pay no portion of his wages. 

13905. Then, I suppose, the real grievance is that this herd can only 
be utilised and made use of at the march alone?—Yes, he is appointed 
entirely for the march. He was imposed upon us fourteen years ago, and 
we have paid £61 for him since. That would go a great way to pay the 
arrears of rent to the proprietor. 

13906. Do any of the tacksman's sheep come across into your ground? 
—They don't come much across except in autumu, when they come into 
our arable ground. 

13907. Do you poind them then?—No; since the first shepherd came 
in there has not been a sheep poinded to the present day, so far as ever I 
heard. 

13908. Notwithstanding that yours were poinded ?—Yes, and taken to 
the man's house. It was called the black prison from John Macrae's time 
until the present time. 

13909. What was the reason you never poinded tacksmen's sheep, were 
you afraid of the consequences %—That would only make matters worse. 
The harrowing and harassing of stock would be greater if we were to poind 
upon one side and they to poind upon the other. Then we have to pro­
vide peat ground for the shepherd at Miolasta. His peats are cut for the 
last fourteen years just where our sheep and cattle rest. This was also 
done by Mr Munro, the former factor. 

13910. Are you and your neighbours worse off in your circuiustaueea 
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than your grandfathers were ?—Very much worse. My father never LEWIS. 
earned one penny out of the island of Lewis, and he was not a penny in 
arrears when he died. Neither did my grandfather earn a penny out of 
the island. 

13911. I t was not Decessary ?—No. My great-grandfather marked 
thirty-six black lambs of his own in one year, in addit ion to the white 
ones in Miolasta. Then they had horses, cattle, and sheep in add i t ion; 
and we have no doubt whatever it was the crowding upon us of other 
people, and the subdivision of the lots, and the land being taken from us, 
that has reduced us to our present state. W e have no hope of being 
improved in our condition except by getting enlarged holdings. 

13912. And you say there are ton miles tha t you could walk through 
without a house ?—Yes. Theu, if you go to the other side of our town­
ship, there is a stretch of twelve miles till you reach Harris, and there is 
no one there except big sheep and shepherds. 

13913. W h a t is the name of the place?—The whole of it is occupied 
by two men—M r Mitchell, Miolasta, and Mr Macrae, Edaraoil. There 
are eight or nine townships cleared there. Each of them would make pro­
vision for one or two crofters. 

13914. Sir Kenneth Mackenzie.—How many descendants paying rent 
to the landlord has your grandfather left ?—Five paying rent. 

13915. Are there any heads of families besides 1—There is no other. 
There are young men who are not married. These are all the male heads 
of families. 

1391G. Sheriff Nicolson.—At what age did you marry 1—Thirt}-t vo. 
13917. And your brothers, when did they marry1 '—My father had two 

families, and of my three brothers one of them married about the same age 
as myself, and the other two were somewhat younger. 

13918. Most of your people marry very soon"?—They don' t marry so 
soon now as they used to do in my youriger days. 

13919. The Chairman.—Did you ever pay anything for poinded sheep 
to the present tenant, Mr M i tchell?—Never to Mr Mitchell, but to his 
predecessor. 

13920 . How long has Mr Mitchell been there?—Fourteen years. 
13921. So you have not paid anything for poinding for fourteen years? 

— N o , I paid nothing myself. My stock seldom strayed. 
13922. Has anybody else paid Mr Mitchell poinding money?—I am 

not able to say. 
13923. Do you keep your shepherd the whole or only part of the year? 

—Half of the year. 
13924. Does Mr Mitchell keep his shepherd the whole year?—Yes, the 

whole year. I don't know he keeps him upon the march the whole year, 
but he is in his service the whole year. 

13925. But he probably comes to the inarch during the course of those 
six months?—I have no doubt he frequents the march the whole year 
round, when our herd is there and when he is not there. 

W I L L I A M MACKAY, Chamberlain on the Lewis Estates (56)—examined. 

13926. The Chairman.—You may probably have some statement which 
you wish to make in consequence of what has passed to-day ?—There are 
a few things I wish to make a remark about. I wish to explain about 
this kain money and the 5s. tha t have been spoken of. A t the time the 
estate was purchased by Sir James Mathesou the rent was estimated to be 

William 
Mackay. 
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LEWIS. about £9000 odd, and each crofter paid 5s. or a week's labour at roads 
or miU dams, or cartages for churches or manses, or anything of that kind, 

J * which Seaforth had converted into a payment of 5s. That was paid by 
William the tenants previous to 1844, as Seaforth's books which I have can show. 
Mackay. The kain money it seems was an old custo... oi bringing a couple of fowls 

and a dozen of eggs to the laird, which Seaforth converted into a payment 
of Is. It was continued to be exacted, either a week's labour or the pay­
ment of Is., for some years. Sometimes the week's labour was expended 
in the way of making the township's roads. About the time the Valuation 
Act came into operation, or some years after that, it was represented to 
the factor for the time being that this 5s. and the Is. of kain money should 
be added to the rental and returned in the valuation roll. Accordingly it 
was added to the rent. Suppose a man were paying £1 of rent, he was 
paying 5s. and Is., making £ 1 , 6s. It is only £ 1 that would be returned 
in the valuation roll, but it was represented that the 6s. should be included 
in the valuation roll, which was done, and it is now included in the rent. 
About the years 1850-51-52 the whole island was lotted. It was formerly 
on the run-rig system—at least a great part of the island—and then it was 
lotted by Mr Cameron, an assistant to the factor at that time. Most of 
the townships were lotted, and after that I maintain there was no increase 
of rent. 

13927. In whose time was the lotting done 1—In Sir James Matheson's 
time, 1850—51—52. There have been townships in which there was some 
Government drainage money expended, on which they are paying interest. 
One man talked about the fence at Breanish which was put up by the 
destitution meaL They were not charged 4s. for that, but there was 
Government money expended on fencing, for which they were charged 
interest. As to the total increase upon the crofters siuce 1844 with the 5s. 
and^ls. added, the rental to-day is only £89, 3s. Id. higher than it was 
then upon the crofters. The increase upon the tacksmen, which, of course, 
includes the interest on dwelling houses and offices that were built for 
them, is £401, 2s. 8d. 

13928. What is the aggregate increase from the time Sir James Matheson 
bought the property till the present moment, without the shootings Ì—It 
is the land I am speaking of altogether. I cannot give you that at this 
moment. It is only the crofters and tacksmen I am speaking of. 

13929. I am asking the aggregate increase upon crofters and tacksmen 
from the time of the purchase of the property till the present moment 1— 
About £490. 

13930. Professor Machinnon.—On the whole estate 1—I am speaking of 
this parish only. There is Aird Uig, in 1844, £32, 8s. ; to-day it is £32, 
5s. The township of Valtos in 1844 was £163, 4s. lOd.; to-day, £159, 
Is. The township of Uigshader, £32, 8s.; to-day, £32, 5s. Township of 
Lochganvich, £19 in 1844, and now it is £19. Earshader was £15, 4s., 
and is now £15, 4s. The number of crofters in this parish on our rent roll 
is 419, with thirty-eight joint tenants. There are two names perhaps entered. 
There is no such thing as three names entered. That makes 457 recognised 
tenants and crofters in Uig. 

13931. Is that to-day or in 1844 1—To-day. 
13932. You have not the number of 1844 1—Not for the parish. Then 

there are subtenants or cottars. They have the land, but not paying direct 
to the proprietor. There are 147 in this parish. The rental of the crofters 
and cottars is £1533. 

13933. The Chairman.—And of the tacksmen?—Of the tacksmen 
paying above £30 , the rent is £1274, 5s. 

- ' 13934. Professor Machinnon.—How many are there of them1?—Seven. 
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13935. The Chairman.—Now, what is the area under crofter and cottars, LEWIS, 
and the area under tacksmen1?—There are 63,829 acres, measured off the \rETvTI0 

Ordnance Survey map, under crofters paying under £ 3 0 of rent, at the J 
rental of £1533, that is 5|d. per acre. Under tacksmen, 39,992 acres, at a William 
rental of £1274, 15s. = ? | d . per acre. Mackay. 

13936. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—May I ask what is comprehended in 
the forest in Uig1?—Morsgiel, 15,872 acres, and Scaliscro, 2875. 

13937. Is that land completely cleared of stock, or is there stock 
belonging to the proprietor on it ?—It is cleared of stock. There may be 
a few sheep and a few cows kept, but it is a regular deer forest. 

13938. The Chair/nan.—What is the rental of that?—The rental of 
the two is £1100. 

13939. Mr Cameron.—Is it under the same tenant?—No, not the same 
tenant—two separate tenants. 

13940. The Chairman.—Are both of those in the parish of Uig?— 
Yes. 

13941. Will you state what is the character of the ground in the deer 
forest—whether it is in general similar to the land held by the tacksmen 
or crofters, or whether it is distinctly of a different character ]—In 1844 it 
was a sheep farm. 

13942. The whole of it1?—There were two farms. Scaliscro had part 
of it, and Mr Macrae of Huishnish had Ken Resort. His lease was out 
in 1849, and it was converted into a deer forest, and in like manner 
Scaliscro was under a tacksman. There were no tenants removed from 
any place in Sir James Matheson's day or for many a year before then. 

13943. What was the rental of the whole area when it was in two 
farms ?—I believe the whole thing at that time was rented at about £200. 

13944. Sir Kenneth Mackenzie.—Does that rent include the farms or 
merely include the forest]—For these 18,747 acres. 

13945. Has the tenant the right of shooting over other lands besides 
these?—He has the right of shooting beyond. This is what is purely 
cleared. 

13946. The Chairman.—I understand that when this area of forest wa3 
let in two farms the rental was about £200 as against £1100 now?—Yes, 
quite so. 

13947. When was the forest first formed?—In 1849 or 1850 with this 
Morsgiel farm. 

13948. Was it before Sir James Matheson's time?—No, it was in his 
day. 

13949. You heard that one of the witnesses stated that a large propor­
tion of the forest was taken from one of the townships—Yaltos. Was he 
correct in stating that so large an area was taken from the township of 
Valtos?—Well, I cannot answer that, because in 1849 the tenant was 
then at the end of his lease of nineteen years. But I believe the proprietor 
formed that place as a sheep farm even before the tenant that occupied it— 
Mr Macrae, Huishnish, who was the tenant up to 1849. The proprietor 
occupied it before that as a sheep farm. 

13950. Can you state what the amount of stock kept upon those two 
sheep farms was ?—I cannot auswer that question. 

13951. Is there anything you wish to state voluntarily?—I should like 
to give the stock kept by the tenants and what is kept by the tacksman. 
In 1882, counting all heads of cattle returned as held by cottars and 
crofters, there were 1989 head. The sheep, including lambs, 7489; 
horses, twenty. Tacksmen: number of cattle including calves, 3 3 3 ; 
sheep, 3406 ; horses, 8. I should like to give the stock in 1881, because 
there was a larger number sold^in 1882 than there has been for many 
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LEWIS. year. Cattle held by crofters, 2 3 8 6 ; sheep, 8 0 9 7 ; horses, 2 0 ; pig, 1. 
. . Held by tacksmen: cattle, 4 3 4 ; sheep, 4 2 3 2 ; horses, 13. I have also 

. 1 ' to remark tha t I have not been able to get the crofts of the different 
William townships measured, bu t of seven townships that have been measured— 
Mackay. Breanish, Earshader, Crowlista, A i rd Uig, Valtos, Kneep, Carishader— 

the area of arable land, excluding rocks and what is not possible of 
cultivation, is 750 acres, held by 145 crofters. The average rent per 
acre is 13s. lOd. That Ì3 with the hill pasture free. But inside these 
seven townships there are 105 acres tha t could be cultivated and that are 
no t cultivated. 

13952. Has any of that been cultivated in past times'?—It may have 
been. 

13953. M r Fraser-Mackintosh.—Have you a note of the instructions 
you gave to the surveyor 1—It was merely to have the arable land on each 
croft measured. 

13954. Actually under crop 1—Yes. 
13955. You were careful to exclude rocks 1—Yes; he excludes that, 

A s a specimen of the number of acres in the crofts in the township of 
Breanish, one man has 7 acres 2 roods 28 poles, but a considerable 
portiou of that is still uncultivated, and could be cultivated. There is 
another in the township at £ 5 , 7s., and the area 4 -sc<53 2 roods ; and 
Norman Morrison and Angus Morrison pay £ 5 , 133. between them for an 
area of 7 acres 1 rood. 

13956. They state tha t their aggregate payments amounted to £ 7 , with 
all the different additions. They include in the rates some payments of a 
land nature, because they included the 5s. and the hen money ?—That is 
included in what I have here—the 5s. and the hen money. Of course, 
there are taxes to be added. 

13957. Does this survey hows how the lands lie, tha t they are not all 
contiguous—that there are rocks, and so on ?—In his report he gives the 
whole area, and what is not fit for cultivation is deducted. 

13958. I t will not show how much is in one field, contiguous1!—No, it 
wiU ju s t show the area of the croft. 

13959. From your own knowledge—taking one of these crofts of 7 acres 
—how many separate pieces will there likely be in that croft 1—There 
may be parhftps in some of them ten or a dozen separate pieces. 

13960 . No more than that ? I am afraid there is a great deal more 1— 
No , I don't think there is in the place I am speaking of—7 acres. I t is 
not so rocky as some others. 

13961. The Chairman.—You heard the delegates who have given 
evidence to-day, or two of them, complain that the local boards were too 
exclusively composed of persons in the proprietary interest or, as one of 
them said, in the aristocratic interest. Is it true that there is not on the 
schDol board or parochial boards a fair representation of the crofter class? 
— N o t on the present board, but formerly there were four of the crofters 
on the school board. 

54962. What is the reason tha t at last election this change occurred, 
and that the crofters became excluded 1—There is a t least one crofter—I 
mean a crofter paying £ 9 of rent—still on the board. There was a regular 
election, and they had to return whom they liked. 

13963. Was there no manifestation at all of any desire to have a larger 
representation of their own class on the board Ì—Not that I heard of or 
saw. A t least, the first board I had to do with, I met with the people and 
allowed them to choose whom they liked to save a contested election. At 
that time they did agree on the persons to be returned, but at the last two 
elections it has been contested. 
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13964. ID what sense were these elections contested 1—I do believe that LEWIS. 
church matters had a good deal to do with it. 

13965. It was not a question of the proprietary interest against the EAYA G 

crofter interest at alii—Not at aU. "William 
13966. Do you say that there never has been any influence exerted by Mackay, 

the proprietor or by yourself in reference to the selection of candidates ? 
—No more than this, that I always used my influence in advising them 
to send educated men—at any rate men who could sign their names. 

13967. But among the crofter class are there persons of sufficient 
intelligence to make useful members upon boards of this kind ?—There 
are very few. 

13968. But there are some?—There are some. 
13969. Do you think it would be useful in the interest both of the pro­

prietor and the crofter that there should be representatives of that 
character on the boards ? Might it not reconcile them perhaps to the 
taxation which is imposed ? Might they not understand the objects of the 
taxation better ?—I suppose the ordinary crofters here would be of no 
great service on the board. An illiterate man who could do no more 
than write his name would be of no service. 

13970. Might he not gain something by contact at the board with • 
persons of a superior class and intelligence ?—Well, they might have had 
it in their power to return crofters altogether, and if they were all crofters 
they would be quite unfit to manage the business of the board. 

13971. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—How many members are there on the 
school board in this parish ?—Seven. 

13972. And there is one crofter ?—So far as I recoUect at present. 
13973. Could you mention the occupation of the others'? You are the 

chairman I presume ?—Yes. There is the minister of the Free Church, 
Mr Morrison; John Macrae, tacksman ; and, I think, Mr M'lvor, miller; 
the doctor of the parish ; Donald M'Donald, ground officer, Dun of 
Carloway; the Free Church minister of Carloway ; and Angus Gillies, 
crofter. 

13974. Is he exclusively a crofter, or has he some other pursuit or 
trade ?—I believe he keeps a small shop. He was in America for some 
time. 

13975. Don't you think, on consideration, it would be more useful and 
more acceptable to the people to have a larger representation of the small 
tenant class1?—I believe if there were a majority of the crofters, them 
would be no prosecutions at all in the way of compelling the attendance 
at school 

13976. But supposing there were two or three instead of one?—I don't 
see there would be any objection to two or three. 

13977. Mr Cameron.—Did you not state that on a former board there 
were four of them ?—Yes. 

13978. They had a majority then ?—They had. 
13979. Tlie Chairman.—How did they use their majority ? Did they 

do any mischief ?—No. 
13980. Did they do any good1?—I daresay just as much as the 

other members of the board did, but in the way of visiting the schools and 
signing papers and the like of that they did not do much of that. 

13981. Is your teaching given by male or female teachers ?—We have 
both male and female in the parish. There are seven schools in the parish. 
Two of them are taught by females and five by males. 

13982. Are they generally Gaelic-speaking people—the teachers?—I 
think they are aU Gaelic-speaking teachers, but I am not sure of one of 
the female teachers. 
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LEWIS. 13983. Do you find the people generally desire to have a teacher 
•—— capable of conversing and instructing in Gaelic ?—Well, that is the general 

tfi.AAAio. r u j e ^ a n ( j w e tj.y t a gefc Q a e i j c teachers. 

William 13984. You hive heard a great deal said to-day of the clearances 
Mackay. effected in former times, before Sir James Matheson became proprietor of 

the estate, and of the diminution of hill pasture, and the consolidation 
of pasture with large sheep farms, and of the consequent overcrowding of 
the crofters upon small areas, and consequent exhaustion of the soil. Is it 
your own feeling on reflection that that policy was carried too far, and that 
the people are now suffering in consequence of it ?—Well, what happened 
previous to 1844 I cannot speak of. I don't know what took place in the 
way of clearances or what truth is in that, but there are some of the farms 
that are now under sheep that have the marks of being cultivated or that 
crofters have been upon, but I mean to say that in all the townships of 
this parish there has been no change of the boundaries from what Sir 
James Matheson found there, with ths exception of perhaps straightening 
a march, when there was a fence to be built. There is one township that 
spoke here to-day—the township of Kneep. In straightening the march 
of the township there was a portion taken off it, but there was a correspond­
ing reduction in the rent. 

13985. I don't ask you the question with reference to the conduct of 
Sir James Matheson during the period of his proprietorship, of which we 
are quite satisfied, but I put the question to you as a matter of general 
policy, whether you think there was in former times too much clearance 
and too much consolidation, and whether you think that any portion of the 
arable and pasture ground formerly taken away might now with advantage 
be restored to the crofting class ?—Well, it would be an advantage to the 
crofting class to restore it for pasture, but not for arable ground. 

1398G. Do you think that portions of the hill pasture might advan­
tageously be restored to them for the benefit of their grazing ?—Ye3, in 
other parts of the island, but not much in this parish. They have more 
pasture land in this parish than in any other parts of the island, and better 
pasture land. 

13987. I asked you before whether the land occupied as a deer forest was 
of a very different character, of a much wilder and less profitable nature, 
than the usual arable and pasture ground, or whether it is there the same 
as the rest ?—I believe Morsgiel is the barest pasture land. I don't con­
sider it fit for crofters—for arable land ; of course the pasture, such as it is, 
would be of great advantage if they got it. They could keep more stock. 

13988. We are struck by the small proportion of the horses kept, and 
by some remarks made by the delegates as to a prohibition against keeping 
horses. Is there any such prohibition 1—None whatever. I believe in 
1844 there was not a horse in the parish, and I never heard of such horses 
being in the parish as I heard to-day. There were no roads iu the parish 
that a horse could go on. 

139S9. But horses might be kept without roads—in fact, they were very 
common vehicles of traffic before roads were made—might they not be use­
ful for carrying sea-weed and ploughing ground?—They might have been, 
but I am sure there was not a horse in the parish of Uig in 1844 on this 
side of Loch Roag. 

13990. In fact, there is no prohibition about horses on this estate at 
all?—None whatever. 

13991. Professor Manlcinnon.—One of the witnesses stated tint the 
township of Mangersta was cleared ten years ago ?—The people of the 
township of Mangersta at their own request were removed to Dun of 
Carloway. 
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13992. As matter of fact the place was cleared?—Yes, at their own LEWIS. 
request. It was not a place adapted for tenants. They were in misery 
and arrears, and then the place was exposed to the sea, and the sea spoiled EAA AIG' 
the corn. William 

13993. With that exception the marches remain the same as in 1884? Mackay. 
—Yes, but there were other places cleared besides that Reef was cleared 
in 1850 or 1851. The people were offered their passages "to America—such 
as were willing to go. A ship was engaged to carry so many of them. There 
were twenty-seven tenants at that time. A good many would not go, so 
to fill up the ship people were taken from any other part of the island, and 
those who did not go got the lots of those who went from other places, and 
a number were sent to reclaimed lands, and there are some I believe in the 
parish of Ness. 

13994. My reason for asking the question is this, that you stated the 
increase of rent on crofters as £89 since 1844, and the increase of rent on 
the tacksmen as £401, and you said that the marches were the same ?—I 
meant to say that the increase on the crofters that are now in possession 
of the land, in comparison with their rent in 1844—all the townships still 
under crofters—has been the sum I have said. 

13995. And in the same way is the increase upon the tacksmen, £401, 
on the land they occupied in 1844, or on the land they occupy now in 
addition to what is cleared?—The land the tacksmen occupy now, £401, 
in comparison with the land they occupied in 1844. 

13996. Can you name the various places cleared since 1844 ?—Cariuish 
was cleared—there were twenty-one tenants there; Reef; the people of 
Gisla were removed from one place to the other at their own request; 
Ballygloom; and Gara-na-hine. 

13997. What became of the people of these different townships ? WTiat 
became of the people of Carinish ?—A considerable portion of them went 
to America. 

13998. Reef ?—They are in the same position. 
13999. The greater proportion went to America, and the rest were 

allowed to enter upon subdivided crofts in this parish and elsewhere ?— 
Not subdivided, but lands reclaimed. 

14000. So what the delegate said was not true that a croft was sub­
divided in his township to make room for one that came from another 
township?—No. I say that 1850 or 1851 was the time that was going 
on. There were twenty-four tenants in Breanish in 1844, and to-day there 
are twenty-nine in our rental, but that arises perhaps from some additions ; 
and when we opened the new rental, and find a squatter or subtenant that 
has been paying rent not directly to the proprietor, but to the crofter, we 
enter his name. 

1 -4001. This man said that six additional men were thrown in upon them 
from the cleared places, and one man, from another township, and another 
man- from another ?—I cannot see how there could be six, when there were 
twenty-four tenants in 1844, and only twenty-nine now. But there are a 
number of squatters in the township, which is by subdivision of their 
own crofts. 

14002. When you state that the land under the deer forest is consider­
ably rougher and wilder than that under crops and under large farms, is it 
the case that some of the land under the deer forest was formerly occupied 
by a crofter population ?—So far as I have ascertained, it is not known to 
have been. As regards Morsgiel and Scaliscro, I believe that sixty or seventy 
years ago, or further back than that, there have been crofters there. 

14003. Of course, the appearance of habitation and of cultivation is^to 
be seen ?—On Scaliscro and on the other side of Morsgiel and Ken Rasort. 

3 L 
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LEWIS. 14OO4. 1 have calculated the acreage and rental. It is a little over 
" Is. 2d. per acre of the deer forest?—Yes. 

HEAVAIG. 14005. Could you give me any idea how many pay £9 in the crofter 
William c l a s s ?—I know none except the one who is a member of the school board. 
Mackay. 14OO6. So in that case he cannot be said to represent any one but him­

self. I find the average rent per crofter is about £2 , 10s. A delegate 
here said that the number entitled to vote for the school board, that is 
those over £ 1 rental, were not in a majority in the parish ?—I think they 
are. There are only seven tenants. 

14007. You think if they agreed among themselves they could carry the 
day ?—Yes, I think so. 

14008. Was this man who ha3 been on the school board elected a 
delegate to-day ?—No, he is not here. 

14009. They stated that the hen money was only put upon them four­
teen years ago ?—That is not correct. 

14010. It has always been upon them, but not in that name?—It was 
always upon them as kain money up to the time of the valuation roll. 

14011. And then it was made rent, so that the difference is only a 
difference of the name ?—Yes. We kept the rent and statute labour and 
kain money separate, and now it is all under one head. 

14012. And the books were handed down from the former proprietor1? 
—Yes. I have the Seaforth ledgers, and I see it was paid then. 

14013. Sheriff Nicolson.—You exercise your authority as factor apart 
from your position as a member of the school board to get the provisions 
of the Education Act complied with throughout the island ?—So far as I 
can, I try to get them to attend the school. 

14014. Have you not issued an order imposing a certain penalty upon 
those who do not comply with the provisions of the Act 1—1 issued an 
order in this way, that if the children did not attend school and make up 
the attendance, their parents would have to pay what we estimated would 
be the loss to the board, 18s. per head. 

14015. But where that is not done, what penalty do you impose upon 
them 1—It was imposed one year in a few cases, not for non-attendance, 
but for absenting themselves on the day of examination without any 
reasonable excuse. The cases were extreme. The officer had gone to the 
house, and the parents would not give them up, and the boys would not 
attend. Instead of 18s. per head the grant was about 10s. 6d. in the 
parish of Ness. 

14016. Have you found that that penalty has had any wholesome in­
fluence ?—It had a good effect that year on the attendance. 

14017. But probably it has something to do with the opposition to 
school rates, which is one of the grievances peculiar to this island ?—Well, 
the rates are high, but it is very much owing to the bad attendance at 
school. The grants would be much better if they attended school better. 

14018. Sir Kenneth Mackenzie. —How long have you been in the Lewis 1 
—Thirty-eight years. 

14019. Do you see any difference in the condition of the people during 
that time 1—I do. 

14020. Are they better off since you first came herel—They are 
certainly better clad, and have more money amongst them than they had 
at that time. I mean they handle more money. 

14021. But are they more or less indebted to the proprietor than they 
were then 1—I think they are much the same. The arrears on the crofters 
in this parish on 31st December last were £809, 5s. lOd. I have seen 
them more than twice that. 

14022. You occasionally remit these arrears?—Every two or three 
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years the rent roll is revised, and what is supposed to be worthless is wiped LEWIS. 
out. ~"~" 

14023. Do you know if there is any general complaint among the i 
merchants of the increasing indebtedness of the people to them ?—I believe William 
there is. Mackay. 

14024. It is the opinion of the merchants that the poverty of the people 
is increasing ?—Well, it depends very much upon the season and the fish­
ing. If it is a good year, they sometimes pay two rents in one year. 

14025. How long is it since there has been a good year ?—I may say 
there is a bad year every two or three years. 

14026. But is there never a good one?—Well, since 1853 up to this 
season there have been, I think, seven or nine seasons when the proprietor 
had to advance meal and seed, different years, according to the season, from 
£200 to £2000 in some years. 

14027. Has that been due to bad weather or to bad fishing?—Bad 
weather and storms. 

14028. Then, since 1853, you think the condition of the people really 
has been getting worse ?—It is just the same almost. Every two or three 
years they are in need of seed. 

14029. The Chairman.—Do you think there has been an exhaustion of 
the soil on the smaller holdings—a progressive exhaustion ?—I think the 
soil is as good to-day as it was the first day I saw it, from the system of 
manuring they have. But owing to the system of cultivation the crop 
cannot be good. They crop it continuously, and never lay out any of it 
in grass. 

14030. But you don't think the crofters are worse now except in con­
sequence of the bad seasons ?—The crops are as good ; it is the season. 

14031. You mentioned five townships which had been cleared in Sir 
James Matheson's time. You stated that the persons removed from these 
townships were in a great measure migrated, and that others were placed 
upon laud and wild land newly brought in. Are we to understand that 
none of the persons evicted from those five townships were placed on sub­
divided crofts in old townships, or very few ?—I don't believe there was 
an existing lot divided and two put upon it, but there was land reclaimed 
by Sir James in different townships, and they were placed there, and then 
the people who migrated out of different townships were migrated into 
these lots. 

14032. But they were placed on newly reclaimed land in different 
townships ?—Yes. 

14033. And then did not they share the hill pasture of the different 
townships ?—Yes. 

14034. So to that extent they did diminish the holdings of the old 
township ?—They diminished the pasture. 

14035. Mr Cameron.—We had one of the delegates named Norman 
Morrison from Breanish, who complained that some pasture had been 
taken from the crofters in his township, and he was asked by the Chairman 
whether the rents were reduced. Can you explain that ?—That must have 
been long before 1844. 

14036. You don't know about the circumstance?—I know there was no 
change upon the pasture boundaries since 1844. I know the rent has not 
been raised since 1844. 

14037. What is the present school rate in this parish?—2s. 8d.; that 
is Is. 4d. upon proprietors, and Is. 4d. upon tenants. That was the rate 
in 1880 also. In 1881 it was 4s. 6d. ; in 1882 it was 2s. 8d.; and in 
1883, 2s, 8d. 

14038. What was the cause of this fall from 4s. 6d. to 2s. 8d. ?—In 
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LEWIS 18S1 we had not all the schools in operation, and we had little or no 
" grant. 

MEAVAIG. 14039. Do you expect 2s. 8d. to be the normal rate *?—If the attendance 
William improved it would be diminished, and then a great deal depends on the 
Mackay, shootings being let. There may have been some shootings not let that 

year, which would add to the rate. 
14040. Of course, if the shootings should not be let, that increases the 

rate upon those who remain!—Yes. 
14041. What is the parochial rate 1—In 1880 it was 3s. 4d. ; in 1881, 

3s. 8d.; in 1882, 2s. 6d. j in 1883, 2s. 4d. It was so in 1883 because 
the Uig shootings were let, which made a difference cf 2d. in the £ 1 . 

14042. What difference do all the rentals of the shootings make in the 
parish 1—I have not made the calculation. 

14043. I suppose you could easily do it?—Yes. 
14044. And what is the road rate?—It Ì3 now lOd. It was Is. last 

year. But the road rate is laid upon the whole island, and not upon one 
parish. 

14045. So the rates in this parish are about 6s. ?—The total rates this 
year are 5s. lOd. They were, in 1882, 6s. 2d.; in 1881, 9s. 2d.; and in 
1880, 7s.—half by the landlord and half by the tenants. I have one other 
remark to make. It was said there was no compensation allowed for 
houses or improvements. In the rules and conditions of the estate issued 
in 1878 and 1879, it was provided that every tenant who before the term 
of Martinmas 1881 should execute in whole or in part improvements on his 
lands, and should also erect a dwelling house and offices, or make altera­
tions on his premises, and who should further observe the other rules and 
regulations (a copy of which I hand in), should, on the completion of such 
houses and offices to the satisfaction of the proprietor or his factor, receive a 
lease of his present possession to endure till Martinmas 1893 without any 
increase of rent. Then follows, a description of the houses to be erected. 
They are to be built of stone and lime, or stone and clay harled with lime, 
or with stone on the outside face and turf on the inside; to be roofed 
with slate or tiles, or heather and divots, which heather and divots the 
tenants shall be at liberty to take from such places as shall be pointed out 
by the ground officer of the district. Each house to have two apartments, 
with glazed window, and closet with window in the gable, and the chimney 
open; the byre to be built at the back of the dwelling house, and to have 
a separate entrance; a gutter to be formed at the back for removing 
manure, and so on. 

14046. Professor Mackinnon.—I understand there was no complaint 
covered by that. The complaint was that they could not improve their 
dwellings because they had no hold upon the ground?—But if they 
improve their houses they are sure of fifteen years from the date of this, 
without a rise of rent. Something was said about the poor rate books and 
school board books, but I shall refer to these on a future occasion. 

14047. The Chairman.—You might state at once why no publication 
is made of the revenue and expenditure which occur in these accounts ?— 
The parochial board have published their accounts frequently. The school 
board have not done so, but [the accounts were open to any one with the 
clerk at the time. I have been eight years factor, and I have never heard 
of any one in our township coming forward and complaining of being 
highly rented. I have had one in this parish, and I at once referred the 
matter to two men, and I never had but one in this parish. I think the 
rates can be explained very well, from the low rental and the large number 
of schools—seven schools in this parish. 

14048. Do you think it might not be desirable to print the accounts of 
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the school board for the satisfaction of the people, in case they He under LEWIS 
a misconception 1—I am sure the board wiU have no objection whatever to , r ' 

i - • i_ .i M E A V A I G . pubhsh the accounts. 
14049. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—Do you wish to make a statement William 

similar to this in all the other parishes Ì—It will be quite unnecessary, Mackay, 
except a few statistics. There is just one other thing to mention. In my 
day the tenants of Bosta, in the island of Bernera, at their own request 
were removed to Kirkibosfc, another place on the same island. The tacks­
man gave it up at a rent of £120 . I was offered at the time £150 , but 
these tenants of Bosta got it at £120. They got a lease of fifteen years, 
and with the right of sending to the moor pasture 80 head of cattle and 
203 sheep, and they were allowed to hold upon their own ground at 
Kirkibost one cow and a follower, and three sheep for every £ 1 of rent. 
They were to build houses under the terms of their lease, but they have 
not removed the manure from the dwelling houses, or allowed the smoke 
to escape. They have now been complaining that it is too large, that they 
cannot pay ther rents, and wish to divide it. 

14050. We have not heard the Bernera people yet 1—No, but I daresay 
they are here. They have been four years in the place—twenty-six of 
them—and their arrears are £82, 10s. 9d. 

14061. The Chairman.—Is that a higher rate of arrears than on other 
parts of the property 1—It is, in such a short time. They began free, and 
had no arrears at all. It has been said that the rent of the island of Lewis 
had doubled, and that it was now £28,000. I have the valuation roll, 
and the rental of the estate there was £18,163 including everything, made 
up in this way—seminary, £ 1 5 ; patent slip (which was £5000), £ 8 0 ; 
castle, £ 3 5 0 ; brickworks, £ 3 0 ; Gara-na-hine and Barvas hotels, £ 1 3 9 ; 
mills, £198 ; house property, £556 ; storehouses, £ 3 8 ; salmon net fishing, 
£145 ; shootings, £3754 ; curing stations, £145 ; leaving £12,713 as the 
rent of lands. The land rental in 1844 was £10,443, 4s. 7d., showing 
an increase of £2270, but against that increase there is outlay upon 
buildings. 

14052. With your consent, we will take the general results of the 
administration of the property at Stornoway. We are obliged to you for 
the statement you make, but we think it fair to the delegates that we 
should go on with them to-day, and there will be ample opportunity for 
you to make any statement you have to make at a later period Ì—I have 
nothing more to say to-day. 

ANGUS MACARTHUR, Crofter, Kirkibost, Bernera (55)—examined. 

14053. The Chairman.—Were you freely elected a delegate 1—Yes. 
14054. Have you any statement to make on the part of the people of 

Kirkibost 1—Yes. We were formerly at Bosta, in the north end of the 
island, and all the lots in that part of the island, when I was there, were 
rented at £3 , 10s. When I left it the rent I paid was £4 , 17s. 6d. 
There were twenty-two families in the township, of whom twelve were in 
the rental book. We were so crowded there that we did not know what 
to do. The cottars that were with us there were in such a state that they 
reduced us to the same state as themselves. We then spoke to the tacks­
man on the south side of the island, Mr Macdonald, to make an exchange 
with us, and when Mr Mackenzie and Mr Mackay heard of it they met 
with us here at Meavaig. The exchange we wanted could not be made, 
but we were to get Kirkibost, which Mr Mackenzie had. When we 

Angus 
Macarthur. 

/ 
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LEWIS, removed to Kirkibost the whole stock we had was reduced in the propor-
, , tion of five to three of the sheep, and there was one year kept from us of 

1 ' the cattle. The place we had was so dear that we had two meetings with 
Angus Mr Mackay, and we were refusing to take the summing he was putting 

Macarthur. upon us. We then went home and put our heads together, and determined 
to send two of us to Stornoway to see Mr Mackay, and get relieved from 
the summing he was putting upon us, and I was one of the two. We 
argued with him how small the summing was. He would give us no more, 
and so we took what he offered. Wre came that year to Kirkibost. It 
had been fifty-seven years fallow, and we were taking in the ground during 
the whole winter, and we did not get one stone of meal of assistance. We 
were wanting also the island which had formerly belonged to Kirkibost, 
but we could not get it, and we understood also that £20 had been added 
to the rent of it, which Mr Macaulay had been paying before.* We had 
been paying £48 of rent in Bosta, and in Kirkibost £120, and we have 
nut a foot of hill pasture on that island more than we had before at Bosta. 
When we were at Bosta we had to erect a dyke between ourselves and the 
forest, and we could not put a beast upon it till that dyke was made, the 
extent of which was calculated to be from five to six miles. We took 
ashore our boats, ou which we lived, and all the men and women had to go 
and work at that dyke. One shilling a yard was promised us for making 
that dyke, and we never got anything for it. It was also promised that a 
paling should be erected ou the top of the wall, which was never done. 
We have not been allowed to send our cattle or sheep to the pasture 
enclosed by that wall. That was pasture we got in exchange from Sir 
James. He took our former summer pasture from us, and we got this 
pasture in exchange. 

14055. How long is it since you or your people came from Bosta to 
Kirkibost ?—Four years. 

14056. Did you leave Bosta voluntarily, or were you obliged to leave 
it ?—We were obliged to leave it because we were overcrowded. 

14057. But still you were not turned out ?—No. 
14058. You came voluntarily to Kirkibost ?—Yes. 
14059. You say you made a fence or dyke round the ground at Bosta 

to prevent the deer coming in ?—It is on the mainland. It is not on the 
island at a l l ; it is on the mainland where we had our summer grazing. 

14060. You made a dyke round the summer grazing between yourselves 
and the forest ?—Yes. 

14061. Did the people of the township make it aU at their own cost?— 
Yes, all the islanders, 

14062. Did they get no wages for it 1—Not a penny. 
14063. Was that an efficient fence against the deer %—Yes, but the wind 

and weather were taking it down for some years. 
14064. Did the factor promise that a paling should be put on the top? 

—We were told that by the ground officer. 
14065. When it was not done, did you ask the ground officer to have it 

done ?—No. 
14066. Why did you not ask him?—We were understanding there was 

no use doing that. 
14067. When you left Bosta, did you get any compensation on account 

of the fence ?—No. 
14068. Did you ask for any?—Not that I know of. 
14069. When you came to Kirkibost four years ago, and entered the 

ground at Kirkibost, did you pay rent for the first year, or was the first 
year given you free ?—We paid the first year we came to Kirkibost at the 
rate of Bosta which we had left. 

* See Appendix A, XLI. 
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14070. Was there anybody living at Kirkibost, or did you build your LEWIS, 
own houses?—We built all our own houses. __ 

14071. Did you bring the roofs of the houses from Bosta?—Yes. EAVAIG. 
14072. Did the factor give you any assistance to build the new houses ? Angus 

—Not a penny. Macarthur. 
14073. He gave you no assistance ?—No. 
14074. Was there any road to Kirkibost?—No. 
14075. Did you ask for a road?—This year; but it was to the school 

we asked it. 
14076. At Kirkibost how many families are there now living?— 

Twenty-six. 
14077. All paying rent to the proprietor?—All paying rent 
14078. Have you got a full share ?—Yes. 
14079. How much do you pay?—£9 of rent besides taxes. 
14080. What is your summing? How many beasts do you keep?—I 

had six cows. 
14081. How many sheep?—Eight. 
14082. Horses?—None. 
14083. Any other beasts?—Yes, there are two or three younger. 
14084. Have you got the shore of the sea?—Yes. 
14085. Plenty of sea-ware?-—We don't complain of that at all. 
14086. Do you consider the rent at Kirkibost higher than the rent that 

used to be paid at Bosta ?—Yes. 
14087. Why did you come to Kirkibost?—We came that our neighbours 

might get some relief, as there was more ground for us. 
14088. Is there any ground on the tack which courd be given to you? 

Are you near a tack at Kirkibost ?—No, we are on an island. 
14089. Have you got the whole island?—No. 
14090. Who has got the rest of it?—There are three other villages, and 

there are two viUages under tacks. 
14091. Do you fish %—Yes. 
14092. Has the proprietor helped you with boats or nets?—No, not the 

least. 
14093. What is it you wish to have now?—That the people should get 

land. 
14094. Which land?—The land that is not cultivated in the parish; 

and that we would get summer grazing for our stock, and that we would 
get our rent reduced. If not, we would be worse than ever. 

14095. Mr Fraser-Mackijitosh.—How many people are upon the island 
of Bernera altogether ?—I cannot tell. 

14096. Will there be 500?—I believe there are more. 
14097. And it is all occupied by crofters and small tenants?—Yes, 

except the village we left and another village. 
14098. Who has got these two places?—Mr Mackenzie, Linshader, got 

Bosta and Macdonald got Croir. 
14099. If you got back these two places, would they help you?—Yes, 

a little. 
14100. Some years ago there was a little disturbance in Bernera 1— 

Yes. 
14101. What was it?—That we were all summoned out of our holdings 

and the summer grazing, and we could not make out why in the world this 
was done to us. There was not a penny of arrears in the island. And 
we do not know what would have become of us if we had not gone to Sir 
James. 

14102. You never got any satisfactory reason why they intended to take 
these things from you 1 —The best idea we had was that they expected to 
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take this grazing from us, and give it to some of the tacksmen that were 
in the island. 

14103. How many of you went to Stornoway Castle in a body?— 
Between 300 and 400. 

14104. And did you go?—Yes, I was speaking to Sir James. 
14*105. And you have not been troubled about your grazings again ?—-

No. 
14106. You never heard more about it1?—No. 
14107. What can you sell of your stock in a year out of your six cows 

and followers and eight sheep ?—I could not sell more than one three-year-
old, and if I seU that in the condition I am now I will suffer for i t 

14108. Suppose you were obliged to seU it, what would you get for it 
in the market ?—I got £ 5 for a three-year-old last year. I have not sold 
any this year. 

14109. You cannot afford to sell any sheep?—No, if I had money I 
would buy them. 

14110. Do you make your rent of £ 9 out of your land?—No, I am 
only taking it out of the sea in the summer time. 

14111. Do you go to the fishing upon payment, or have you a boat of 
your own ?—I don't go now. I used to go to the east coast, but now I 
cannot go because I must be working at the lobster fishing. 

14112. Although you are representing here the township of Kirkibost, 
I suppose what you are saying is very much the position of all the people 
of Bernera ? —-Yes, about the summer grazing and about the fence. 

14113. Have you got a church on the island?—Yes, one that was built 
two or three years ago. 

14114. Is there a clergyman regularly settled there?—No, there is a 
missionary there at this time of the year. 

GEORGE MACAULAY, Crofter and formerly Fisherman, Hacleit, Bernera 
(63)—examined. 

14115. The Chairman.—Were you freely elected a delegate ?—Yes. 
14116. You heard what the previous delegate said about the fence that 

the people of Bernera had to put up on the mainland. Does that apply 
to your township as well as his ?—Yes. 

14117. And to all the people of Bernera in the same way?—-All the 
people of Bernera are in the same position with regard to that dyke. 

14118. And you agree with all his evidence so far as that is concerned ( 
—Yes. But I am not sure about the length he spoke of, as I did not 
measure it. Before that dyke was made we had another dyke. The hill 
pasture we had first was out in the mountains beyond that, and it was 
there we had to build the dyke between ourselves and the forest, when 
the forest was first made. We made that dyke, and we kept it up for 
twenty years at our own cost. Then, when we got the pasture in exchange 
for that former hill pasture, we made a new dyke between our pasture and 
the forest of-Scaliscro. That is the dyke of which the last witness spoke. 

14119. Professor MacHnnon.—The last witness said they were promised 
Is. a head for building this fence. WTio gave the promise ?—I did not 
myself hear that promise. 

14120. Did you hear that the promise was made?—I heard, when we 
were summoned out of the ground, that the chamberlain had promised at 
that time that we would get payment for the dyke. 
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14121. How many years before that was the dyke made?—About two LEWIS, 
years. , 

14122. And you did not hear of the payment for making the fence '_ '_ 
until two years or so after it was made ?—I cannot say I did. George 

14123. With respect to the other statement that the factor was to put Macaulay. 
a paling on the top of the dyke, that was promised ?—Yes. 

14124. And why did you not ask the factor to put it up?—It was the 
ground officers that formerly carried on transactions between us and the 
factor. I was first at Croir, in the north end of Bernera. I t is three years 
since we removed from there, because of the crowdiug of the people of the 
place. The tacksman that had Hacleit offered to exchange with us, and 
the chamberlain countenanced that, and it was done. When Croir was 
first settled as a township there were only four crofters in it, of whom my 
grandfather was one, and the rent was £16 on the township. Then 
shortly after my grandfather got the croft, it was divided among eight 
crofters, and the rent was raised to £31 , 10s., and since then it has been 
raised to £33 , 10s., so far as I can remember. The stock was at first larger 
than it is now allowed to be by the chamberlain. They had horses in my 
grandfather's time, cattle, and sheep, but I have never in my time seen a 
hor3e in Bernera. The place we came to three years ago, Hacleit, was, 
fifty-seven years ago, in the possession of Stewart, the ground officer. As 
ground officer he kept the place, but when he lost the ground ofticership 
he began also to feel himself lower in circumstances, and had to go as a 
poor man to America. It was about £ 6 0 of rent when that man went 
away. It is now £85, 8s. upon us. 

14125. How many are there of you who pay that rent?—There are 
twenty crofts. 

141*26. And how many families?—Twenty families—127 souls. 
14127. And you pay £S5, 8s. ?—Yes. 
14128. What stock is each croft allowed to keep?—There has been no 

change of stock made upon us yet since we left Croir. 
14129. Does that mean that each person in Hacleit is allowed to keep 

as much or as little as he pleases ?—Those who were in Croir are allowed 
to keep at Hacleit the same stock they had at Croir. 

14130. But Hacleit is a far bigger place?—We have had no increase 
of our summer pasture since we came to Hacleit, though the number of 
people is greater than it was in Croir. 

14131. What is your own stock?—I have very little stock. I have 
just one beast that belongs to myself. There are other beasts of mine on 
my grass which only belong to other people, who have not taken them 
away yet. I mean by that my creditors, who must be paid in that way. 

14132. I want to know what your stock is, without counting your 
creditors?—Two cows, one four-year-old, two one-year-olds, and eight 
sheep. 

14133. And your rent ?—£3. 
14134. Do you consider yourself better off in Hacleit than you were in 

the place where you were before ?—Wre have more room, but the land is 
so rough that it would be a considerable time before it is of any good, 
eveu to the strongest of the people. 

14135. Did you build your own house when you came to Hacleit 1— 
Yes. 

14136. Have you a lease ?—No. 
14137. Did you take away with you the roofs of the houses from the 

other place ?—Yes. 
14138. Did you get any assistance in building your houses except that? 

—Nothing. 
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LEWIS. 1-4139. Then what do you want done?—The people can never rise out 
of the condition they are in, but they will sink deeper into poverty, unless 

EAVAiG. t a e j r -.grjfcg a r e reduced, and more land is given them out of which to make 
George their living.* 

Macaulay. 141-40. Do you pay more rent for the place just now than the man who 
was there before you paid 1—I cannot telL 

14141. Do you consider you pay too much for it ?—Yes, for aU that it 
can produce of crop. 

14142. But even supposing you had the rent reduced, would that place 
there support twenty families 1—It would not. The ground will not yield 
as much as will support the people that live upon it unless their stock were 
increased. 

14143. How many families do you think that place of Hacleit would 
maintain in comfort 1—The half of the present population. 

14144. Where would you remove the other half to ?—I have no place 
for them. 

14145. But you came to represent the people of Hacleit here?—Yes. 
14146. WThat have the people of Hacleit to say about that?—They say 

themselves that there is plenty unfilled land in the parish. 
14147. I suppose that what the chamberlain stated here to-day was 

true, that there is less land in the hands of the large farmers than of the 
crofters in this parish : he stated there were over 63,000 acres undei 
crofters, and 5000 acres less than that under large farms and deer forests. 
If you think that your own township can only maintain the half of its 
present population, how can people say there is land in the parish for the 
total population, though they should get it all ?—That is the opinion of 
the people, at any rate. 

14148. Is it your opinion ?—I believe the people could be accommodated 
and live comfortably at reasonable rents if their land were increased. 

14149. All that came here to-day from all the townships stated that the 
place was too srnaU, just as you do. Now, from these figures there is no 
place in the parish for them ?—Though the people are making such money 
as they can in every place to pay for the land upon which they live, it is 
not the land that pays it. 

14150. But you expect that if there were only ten people in your own 
place where there are twenty people they would be able to pay the rent ? 
—I don't say they could pay the present rent if there were only ten. If 
the rent of the township were reduced to £40 , and the stock that is upon 
it at present were aUowed to be kept upon it, that would pay the crofters. 

14151. So that you would require to send away half the people, and to 
take off half the rent, before the people could be comfortable in the place 
where you are ?—Yes. 

14152. Mr Cameron.—When was your last rise of rent?—[Witness 
produces a paper.] 

14153. What was that 5s. of increase put on for?—I cannot say. We 
got nothing for it at any rate, though the rent was raised. 

14154. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.-—When you spoke of putting off half 
the people, and reducing the rents by half, so as to make them comfortable, 
I presume you refer to the island of Bernera ?—Yes, I refer to the whole 
island of Bernera. 

14155. Then I presume you did not mean it would be necessary to put 
away half the people off the whole island of Lewis, to make them comfort­
able ?—No. But I think that if the waste land that is in the parish was 
divided among the crofters, they could pay it and Uve comfortably upon it. 
Our mills were taken from us, and the one-sixteenth part of the crop is 
due to the miller from every person whatever his crop may be. There was 

* See Appendix A, XLI. 



Minutes of Evidence. 907 

a mill erected by the landlord, and a miller put into it who has land, to 
which everybody is obliged to contribute. 

14150. Sheriff Nicolson.—What mills had you before?—We had small 
mills cf our own before. We are not satisfied with the way in which the 
miller behaves about the grain. He takes his own dues off the grain, 
and he grinds our grain as it seems good to him. 

14157. Mr Cameron.—Did you hear the evidence given by the 
chamberlain ?—I was not here at the time. 

14158. He said that the 5s. additional rent was placed upon the crofters 
instead of work which they used to do formerly ?—Yes, at first it was 
work. The 5s. was put on, but there was no work. It was for the roads. 
Our receipts did not show the road money as an item in the assessments, 
but summer pasture. 

14159. Did you do any work after the 5s. was put on your land ?—No, 
there was no work to do ; but additional road money was laid en us. 

14160. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—So, in point of fact, you are paying 
5s. and road money ?—Yes. 

LEWIS. 

MEAVAIG 

George 
Macaulay. 

Rev. ANGUS MACIVER, Minister of the Established Church (50)— 
examined. 

14161. The Chairman.—You have been elected a delegate for the 
township of Islavaig?—Yes. That township is at the other end of the 
parish contiguous to Braenish. 

14162. How long have you been in Lewis?—-lam a native of the 
Lewis. I have been some twenty-eight years resident in the Lewis. 

14163. Have you been a farmer yourself, or held lands in your own hands? 
•—No, I cultivate my own glebe. 

14164. So you have some practical knowledge of country affairs ?—Yes. 
14165. Is it within your knowledge that, in consequence of the over­

crowding and continual cropping, the land of the small holdings is deterio­
rating in quality and productive power?—Yes. 

14166. Have you long remarked that ?—Yes, it would produce no crops 
were they not forced with manure. 

14167. The manure is eutirely sea-weed?—No, not entirely. 
14168. Farm-yard manure ?—Yes. 
14169. Do they import any lime, or have you any in the island?—No. 
14170. Have you any knowledge of any case in which lime has been 

applied to the soil here %—No; I applied a little to the sandy soil on my 
glebe, but I don't know that any of the crofters use it. 

14171. You have heard the evidence which has been given here to-day? 
—Yes, except the chamberlain's, which I could not hear very well. I 
heard part of it. 

14172. You have heard it stated that at a period comparatively remote, 
generally before the time when Sir James Matheson became proprietor of 
the lands, there were a number of evictions and consolidation of small 
holdings for the sake of sheep farms. Do you think that course was 
carried so far as to inflict a permanent injury upon the condition of the popu­
lation 1—I have no doubt whatever. 

14173. Do you think, if the proprietor were inclined to restore a portion 
of the consolidated land, either in the form of common grazing or arable 
ground, the people would be willing and able to take it up, stock it, and 
bring it under cultivation in the form of enlarged holdings ?—Well, my 
idea is that the crofters could not in the meantime. They have got into 

Rev. Angus 
MacIver. 
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such a depressed state that they could not stock the waste land unless they 
were helped by Government, and I don't know whether that would be 
feasible or not. But it struck me that the only way in which the families 
here could come to a position in which they would be able to stock the 
ground and pay their rents is this, that there should be a scale—if the 
people, for instance, were to get a £ 5 lot, and give them half a dozen of 
years of a scale, to pay for the first year £2, 10s., for the second £ 3 , and 
so on till the scale was completed, from then revert to the £ 5 originally 
assigned to the lotter. That is the only way in which I think they would 
get on in that direction, unless Government did something. 

14174. You would advise an improving lease with a gradually ascend­
ing scale of rent ?—Yes. 

14175, Supposing the proprietor were inclined to enter upon a course 
of that nature, and enlarged the holdings of the small tenants, do you think 
that the whole population of the island could be permanently provided for 
in that form without the additional resource and remedy of emigration and 
improved fishing communities, and so on, or do you think it would be 
necessary to employ various means for their improvement Ì—I have 
thought over the subject very minutely, and I have come to the conclusion 
that the whole population of the island, which is very great notwithstand­
ing the present position of things, if the rents were brought down, and 
something of that kind adopted, would likely come to be perfectly com­
fortable ; so far as I can make out, crofters should be comfortable. I have 
no doubt in my own mind, after careful consideration on that subject, that 
as crofters they would be perfectly comfortable; and along with education, 
if the education is properly worked, and the land is divided in some form 
or other, where the people could settle down upon it,—on arable and graz­
ing land,—I have no doubt the present population could be accommodated 
well enough. 

14176. And live in an improved condition on the land ?—Yes. I have 
made this a subject of conversation with intelligent people in the parish. 
Mr Mackay has given different statistics; but the conclusion was that the 
deer forests and sheep farms occupied about two-thirds of the land, and 
that the sheep farms are undoubtedly the best grazing land, and in summer 
no doubt the deer forest is equally good. We have in the parish about 
4OOO souls, and if the estimate of these people is correct, these 4OOO people 
have to live on one-third of the land of the parish. Mr Mackay has 
different statistics. 

14177-8. Mr Mackay has given us the acreage of three different categories 
of land,—land held under crofters, land held by tacksmen, and land held 
as deer forests—and he has stated they are calculated upon the Govern­
ment survey. Have you any ground for doubting the accuracy of that 
statement ?—No; I am not going to dispute Mr Mackay's figures. 

14179. You have also stated that the land occupied by the deer forests 
and the tacksmen was by far the best land, but you qualified that with 
reference to the deer forest 1—Yes, the deer forest is now for summer 
grazing, not much for winter. I believe at one time, my forefathers 
really wintered the cattle out on the Morsgiel deer forest, and brought 
them home about the end of winter, and put them into the islands. 

14180. You say you think that the people could all live in comparative 
comfort on the land in the parish, if it were properly parcelled out among 
them ?—Yes. 

14181. But that opinion was formed under the impression that they 
were now living on one-third, but according to Mr Mackay they are living 
on more than one-half. If that were so, would not your opinion be 
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materially altered ?—Well, I allow Mr Mackay's figures to take their own LEWIS, 
place, but I know every inch of the parish. I know every farm and I .. 
know the cottar's places, and the deer forests, and I simply make a calcu-
lation in my own mind as to the extent of the country. If we leave this Rev. Angus 
church, and go along to Islavaig, there are about ten miles of coast land Maclver. 
all along there. Now, here is a population of about six hundred people 
into a narrow place, and I find there is only a space of about a mile in 
extent for that number of people. There are other sheep farms—there is 
Mr Mackenzie, Linshader, who pays between £500 and £600 of rent. 

14182. Still you don't dispute the acreage furnished by Mr Mackay? 
—No, I am not going to dispute his figures. 

14183. Then, granting for the moment that, according to your scheme, 
the whole crofting population could be for the present comfortably accom­
modated on existing land in the parish, what do you think with reference 
to the natural increase of the population ? What would become of them 
in the next generation Ì—My opinion is that what has taken place in the 
past wiU never recur, and my reasons are these. When I knew the parish 
first there were very few people who could speak English. Now there are 
a great many who can speak English. I find also that now the people are 
leaving, the country more than they did formerly. I find that there is 
hardly any who are properly educated who remain on land. They move 
off to other places. The only difficulty in that case is the poverty of the 
parents, in giving them encouragement. If the Education Act is properly 
worked, along with the material comfort for the people, I have no fear 
in my own mind of the consequences. I believe the thing will ease 
itself. 

14184. You think that, in consequence of increasing intelligence in the 
next generation, the congestion of the people would be relieved in a natural 
manner ?—Yes ; and I go even further ; I go further, and say that this 
island would become scarcer of people. 

14185. With the increasing intelligence?—Yes; but of course, if the 
people are left in this depressed state, educate them as you may, there is no 
possibility of their moving. Suppose a boy comes of age, what has he to 
do ? He must simply take the end of the oar; there is no alternative. 
Let the people be put into a comfortable position, and their children will 
undoubtedly move off. That is the natural tendency of the young men 
here. 

14186. But in the course of the process you advise, the larger tenantry 
or tacksmen would be wiped out entirely ?—Yes, that is the case. 

14187. Do you think there would be no disadvantage in removing 
almost all the persons of superior education and intelligence belonging to 
the middle classes of the country ?—The fact is, these are not intelligent 
at all. The man who pays a rent of between £500 and £600 in this 
parish cannot write a letter, and most of the other farmers in the parish 
are equally behind. I say with the greatest confidence, that a great num­
ber of those crofters are far above them in intelligence. I have no hesi­
tation in saying that. A further grievance is that these people have been 
introduced into the island,—aU strangers to the island,—and it has 
always been a grievance to the natives that they have been put down here, 
and that it is they who are taken into the favour of the people of the estate. 

14188. You mean that aU the tacksmen and larger farmers in this 
parish are persons of foreign extraction ?—Yes, and aU of inferior 
education. 

14189. Have they done nothing at all to improve the breed of cattle 
and sheep in the country ?—I suppose so. Mr Mackenzie, Linshader, has 
a very good stock of cattle. 
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14190. Are they of no use in local administration as forming members 
of boards ?—Yes. They are just put on to these boards because they are 
sheep farmers—because of their position in that respect—not on account 
of their intelligence. 

14191. Do they give any work to the cottars or labouring classes ?— 
They give two or three men work at smearing sheep in the autumn. 

14192. Are they generally kind to, and on kindly terms with the poor 
tenants ?—I suppose they are much about what ordinary neighbours are. 
That is all I can say. The people simply visit them, as they visit one 
another. 

14193. Your memory probably extends thirty or forty years back here. 
Wfhat change in the circumstances and condition of the people do you 
observe ?—There is a great increase in the population. That is one thing. 
Another this, that I was brought up seventeen years of my life in the 
island of Bernera, and there is scarcely any improvement in the circum­
stances of these people—in their bouses or anything else. They are never 
looked after. Their houses are never cared for by the people of the 
estate. The houses of these farmers are attended to, and roads are made 
to their places, but none of that attention is given to the crofters, and I 
find the houses are as far behind to-day as I can remember. 

14194. Do you find no substantial change in the character of the 
crofters' houses ?—I find that the people are improving their own houses, 
but there has been no encouragement given to these people since I remem­
ber. I know that by their own exertions and their own work, and any 
means they have, it is wonderful to me the improvement they have made 
on their houses. I will say that for the people in my own parish. I 
believe in other parishes in the island they are not so far advanced. 

14195. Do you observe any change in their dress or food?—Yes. They 
dress more gaudily, but we don't grudge them that. 

14196. Are they better dressed than they were at a former period?— 
Yes. 

14197. What about their food?—Their food is not so substantial as it 
was. The food is tea and bread, and if they, happen to get fish, but there 
is no meat. I remember when the people used to kLU their cattle and 
sheep regularly at Martinmas. Now they cannot afford to do it. They 
don't eat substantial food ; and I find that the young people cannot stand 
hard work as they used to do. I find a good many of the young people 
have lung complaints by hard work in connection with boating, and other 
things,—and that was scarcely known when I was a boy. 

14198. Are any of the children prevented from going to school for 
want of clothes, or are any of the adults prevented going to church for 
want of clothes ?—Yes. 

14199. Do you know if there is a want of bedding in the houses?— 
Yes. 

14200. Is it still the custom to manufacture cloth to a great extent in 
the houses, or is that going out ?—They do manufacture cloth, but a great 
many of them have no material. 

14201. Could they not buy the wool in the country1?—They do. 
14202. Do you think the habit of weaving in the houses has diminished, 

or is it sustained ?—They send a good deal of wool away to Greenock and 
Wick, and other places to be manufactured. They find it more profitable. 
But they do weave still. 

14203. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—You are a native of the island of Ber-
r e n ? — I came there when I was one year old. 

14204. And for some time you have taken a material interest in the 
condition of the people ?—Yes. 
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14205. Do you approve of the demand they generally make, and which LEWIS 
\ve have found in other places, that there is a necessity for getting larger T 
holdings %— Undoubtedly I do ; I think it is the only remedy. MEAVAIG. 

14206. Although there maybe a minimum croft for some people, would Rev. Angus 
you have a gradation of crofts in order that the more enterprising and Maclver. 
wealthy of them might rent crofts up to £ 3 0 or £40 ?—Yes. The only 
danger is that it would throw out too many, who would come on the 
island as a burden. 

14207. Then what is the maximum rent of the croft you would con­
sider right Ì—Well, it struck me that if Lewis were put into the position 
in which it was in 1843, and the island reduced to this.—given out in lots 
ransinsr from £4 to £ 6 or £7,—that would make them perfectly com-
f t rtable. 

14208. You made a remark, in answer to Lord Napier, that the big 
tacksmen are nearly all strangers to the island of Lewis 'Ì—Yes. 

14209. Can you say that that class of people have been of any particular 
benefit to the island or to the parish ?—No. 

14210. What is the population of Uig?—About 3500, I think; it is 
not 4000, at any rate. 

14211. You also stated you were well acquainted with the whole parish ? 
—Yes. 

14212. And you are prepared to assert, of your own observation, that 
the lands in the hands of the tacksmen are much more productive than 
those in the hands of the crofters Ì—Yes, except Valtos, where but for over­
population the grazing would be equally good. I think the sheep farmers 
have the best graziugs in the parish, apart from that. But it is just 
reduced from the over-population. 

14213. Have you any idea of the number of acres, once under cultiva­
tion, which are now under sheep in the large farms and not under 
cultivation 1—Yes, in sight of my manse there are three townships that 
used to be well cultivated. 

14214. I presume you cannot condescend on the number of acres, but 
you can say they are very considerable 1—Yes. 

14215. And their utility as a corn-producing country is lost?—Yes, 
entirely. 

14216. From the chamberlain we had 63,000 acres occupied by 
crcfters, 39,000 occupied by large farms, and 18,000 under the forests, so 
they are about equally divided into two. Putting the whole altogether, it 
would make 120,000 acres for the parish of Uig. There are 4OOO of a 
population. Surely 120,000 acres are fit to support 4OOO people in 
comfort Ì—Yes. 

14217. And a good many more?—We could take a good many more 
from other parts of the island. 

14218. So that in reality the figures of the chamberlain don't alter the 
conclusions you have come to 1—No, undoubtedly not. 

14219. Could you name anything that has been done for the crofter 
population in this parish on the part of the proprietor—anything directly 
for their benefit—within the last twenty years ? What money has been 
expended, and in what form, if any ?—I don't know. I got a subscription 
of £10 from Lady Matheson to build a church in Bernera, and that is all 
I know of for the last twenty years. 

14220. That is all you can say as to direct benefit Ì—Yes. 
14221. We have been told there is a good deal of consumption of tea 

at present, and we have heard in other places that there is a scarcity of 
milk. Does that scarcity exist in this parish!—Very, very much. 

14222. Is that not a serious disadvantage to children in their upbring­
ing 1—Yes, they don't look like children at all. 
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LEWIS. 14223. Mr Cameron.—You mentioned that the people were in a very 
«, 7" distressed state. May I ask whether that state has been going on 

" gradually, and since when you have noticed it 1—It is going on gradually, 
Rev. Angus and it is in a very critical condition this year. For instance, I made up a 

Maclver. calculation last week with the fish-curers in this parish, and I find there 
are thirty-six large fishing boats that cost about £110 each, and a crew of 
eight men for each, and after I made a calculation I found from the fish-
curers that they only made out eight and a half months. Now, of course, 
the charge of laziness wdl be brought against them; but to prove they are 
not lazier than other people, there is a boat that came from the east coast 
to fish at Valtos three months ago—a much larger boat than the Valtos 
boats. They are there for three months; and I find some of the Valtos 
boats have beat them. That is just owing to the boisterous nature of the 
sea and the currents, and I must say for those people that they show the 
greatest courage in facing the sea. They get up at two in the morning 
sometimes in winter. I only make that remark to show that this 
depressed state of things has not come upon the people by any fault of 
their own. Their boats have been launched for the last six months, and 
they have not been able to fish even what would be able to keep one 
individual alive during that time. 

14224. Do you think they are more depressed than they were ten 
years ago 1—Yes. 

14225. And you think that ten years ago they were more depressed 
than they were twenty years ago 1—Yes. 

14226. Then the depression has been going on gradually?—Yes. 
14227. And you attribute that in a great measure to the increase of 

the population, and the want of means of subsistence 1—Undoubtedly. 
14228. I suppose that increase of population arises chiefly from natural 

causes, from the subdivision of the holdings ?—Yes. 
14229. How do you account for the people not discovering for them­

selves that this constant subdivision and increase of the population would 
be sure to lead to these lamentable results 1—I do not think they cal­
culated in that way ; it has been going on gradually and very slowly. 

14230. Don't you think it might occur to them, that if their grown-up 
sons would either go away to the mainland or emigrate, that would be for 
their interest and happiness!—They are so attached to each other—that 
is one reason; and another reason is that families cannot exist in a poor 
state if you take away the strong part of the family. The rest will 
crumble down. They have no people to pay the rents, and the one 
supports the other. I believe that is the reason for this state of things— 
not but that they would move off. The fact is, many of these young men 
require all their earnings to keep themselves and their parents and friends 
in life, and they have no money laid by. They simply keep alive, and in 
a very short time they have no money at aU. 

14231. I gather from what you stated in answer to the Chairman, that 
you think that in process of time, when the people become more educated, 
they will see that the subdivision of the land and increase of the popula­
tion is not for their benefit 1—They will see two things, I think. They 
will see they will be better off in other parts of the world, and they will 
be encouraged by their circumstances to move away to other places, to 
better parts of the world. I find in my own experience, in the school we 
have been teaching in Valtos, that, after fourteen years' absence, very few 
of the young men are there now. Some are away in England and 
America, and making fortunes there. Another striking feature is that 
those in very poor circumstances don't go off. I find they are still 
fishermen here. 
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14232. You don't seem to have a very high opinion of the intelligence LEWIS. 
of the tacksmen and large farmers; and therefore I won't ask you if they 
have done anything to teach the people to better themselves. But I will ask VAIG' 
if the ministers have ever endeavoured to persuade them how much better Rev An^us 
it would be for their grown-up sons to betake themselves either to the south Maclver. 
or some other country to better themselves %—I can speak for myself. In 
the presence of 1500 lately, I said to them on the platform that from my 
knowledge of the world I would only be in the Lewis till I could get 
away. 

14233. Do you think the gentlemen of your cloth, so far as you are 
aware, follow that course 1—-I don't know. 

14234. Did I understand you to say that £ 4 to £ 6 crofts would make 
the people perfectly comfortable ?—Yes, at a reduction of rent. 

14235. "We will call it a fair rent You think a fair rent of £4 to £6 
would enable a family to live in comfort without any outside land ?—Yes, 
of course, that would mean a very considerable reduction of rent. I 
understand that the rents in Lewis are more than doubled, between shoot­
ings and farmers and everything else, and if 50 per cent, or less were taken 
off, and then give the people holdings of £ 5 , they would be perfectly 
comfortable. 

14236. Have you been reading in the newspapers the evidence which 
has been laid before the Commission in other parts of the Western Islands ? 
—Yes. 

14237. Have you noticed that crofters in several cases have stated to us 
that these crofts of the size they had, even though they got them free, 
would still be insufficient to enable them to earn a livelihood 1—I am not 
sure I saw it exactly in that form. 

14238. Now, as to this scheme of yours, of dividing the large farms. I 
suppose under your scheme the rents would be very considerably reduced 
to the proprietor]—Yes. 

14239. Have you formed any idea how much they would be reduced? 
-—I took it in a comprehensive way of looking at the total population of 
Lewis, which is now in a critical state, I formed the idea that if they are 
to come out of this it must be by a great reduction of rents, and giving 
them the lands, and then things will come right, 

14240. But have you made any calculation by what amount it woidd 
be necessary to reduce the rents 1—~I have said already, by one half. 

14241. Do I understand you to mean the proprietor would get half as 
much rent for a large farm if it were subdivided among crofters 1—Yes, 
that is as far as I would go. 

14242. Does that include the expense of building houses and making 
fences 1—They would need to do their own houses. If they got it at that 
reduction, I should think they would be bound to build their own houses. 

14243. If they are so depressed, do you think they would have capital 
sufficient to build houses and stock the land 1—They are endeavouring as 
it is. 

14244. But with holdings on a larger scale, would they be able to do it 1 
—Well, that is the only way I see they could stock it. I don't see how 
they are to stock it unless Government came forward and took some scale 
such as I have indicated. 

14245. So your plan is that the rent of the large farms should be 
reduced by half, and that the Government should besides assist the crofters 
to stock their land, and to go to the necessary expense beyond their own 
labour in building houses and reclaiming land ?—Yes. 

14246. By what process do you think you could induce the proprietor 
to make this sacrifice Ì—"Well, I have thought of that, and I have been 

3 M 
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LEWIS, th inking as to what should be done between the two evils. Here I find 
. r ~~ these people, either through the mismanagement of the estate people or 

" ' whoever have brought them to th i s— I find these people been driven away 
. Angus and forced into corners, and if that has come about under the management 

Maclver. 0f the proprietor, and the people are in this stage tha t something must be 
done, they must make some sacrifice for those people who are actually 
being sacrificed in the meantime, for somebody must come to suffer. Of 
course, I grant it would be so far a loss to Lady Matheson. 

142-17. But how would you bring it abou t?— I dou't know unless you 
legislate upon it ? 

11248. But what form should legislation take? I t would be very 
difficult to make the proprietor reduce the rent of his farms by Act of 
Parl iament 1—I don' t know. I don't see any difficulty about that. I look 
upon laud as different property from anything else, that is my starting 
point, and I look to the comfort of these people first. 

14249. You have not formed any definite plan of how it should be 
done ?—I have not drafted a Bill. 

14250 . Tlie Chairman.—How do you propose to arrive at a fair rent? 
— I would jus t arrive at it in that way. If I take the Lewis, and look at 
the state of the case, I would say it was rented a half too much for the 
people if they are to be comfortable as crofters. Of course, if they are to 
live from hand to mouth,]as they are now, it could be left at anything you 
please. 

14251. Mr Cameron.'—But you mentioned that overcrowding was 
caused by their own action. How can you say now that it arises 
from the bad management of the es ta te?—I charge them both with 
it. I say that the proprietor and the croftere are both at fault. The 
crofters were breaking through the regulations of the estate . I don't 
say whether tha t is r ight or wrong ; but I find the proprietors have 
allowed it, and that being so I have simply to face the question as it 
stands. 

14252. Don ' t you think, if encouragement were given in some way or 
other to the proprietor to allow some of the lands which are now occupied 
by large farmers to revert to the crofters without any compulsion such as 
you indicate, the people^ would be in the position of being able to take 
advantage of it, and so greatly increase their holdings and diminish the 
number of people living in the present townships ?—That is quite true 
so far as I can make out. That it would be a temporary relief, I have no 
doubt. Suppose the people were induced quietly to take these waste 

» farms, they would likely resort to them, but my fear is that they would 
come back sooner. 

14253. Professor Machinnon.—What would be the size of the croft for 
which you would consider £ 5 a fair rent ?—Well, the land here is not, 
properly speaking, arable land. 

14254. Take the stock of i t ? — I would say six milk cows, fifty sheep, 
and a horse. 

14255. Then to revert to the comprehensive survey you took of tho 
island, what is the total population of the island?—About 24 ,000 , 
exclusive of Stornoway. 

14256. That would be about 4000 families?—I don't think it comes to 
so many. 

14257. If it were about 4OOO families, supposing you got a £ 5 croft 
for every family in Lewis, what would be the rent of the estate? Four 
thousand families at £ 5 would be £20 ,000 . That is a bigger rent than 
the present ?—No. 

14258 . I t is only £ 1 8 , 0 0 0 now, and you want the rent back to 



Minutes of Evidence. 915 

£10,000. Don't you see if you got the rent back to £10,000, as a matter LEWIS, 
of fact, the whole island, from end to end, would give only £2, 10s. a ~ 
croft to every family, Stornoway excludedq—You need in that case just ^_ ' 
to make the rental smaller in proportion. Rev. Angus 

14259. I understood you had worked out the matter"!—I just thought Maclver. 
it out in my mind, but 1 did not work out the figures. 

14260. If you require a £ 5 croft to maintain a family in comfort, that 
would give £20,000 of a rental, and the rental you would affix to the 
estate is only £10,000. I find there are 3811 families. Now, that 
would only give a £2, 10s. croft to each family1!—Well, that would keep 
them all right. 

14261. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—The rent has nothing to do with it1?— 
The rent has nothing to do with it. It is the comfort of the people that 
I look to. 

14262. Professor Mackinnon.—You consider that a croft of £ 5 would 
be necessary for the comfort of the people 1—That is perfectly true, so far 
as I knew at the time, without coming to figures; but what I mean is 
that the whole island, even with this population of crofters and cottars, 
the whole surface is quite sufficient. Reduce the rent by 50 per cent, to 
£10,000, and divide it between these 3811 families of crofters and 
cottars, and you will have a perfectly comfortable class of crofters. 

14263. So instead of a £ 5 croft, you say that what would maintain a 
family in comfort would be the 4000th part of the surface of the island 
—Yes; if the population is distributed over it, I am quite sure they will 
be all right. 

14264. But you are quite convinced, at all events, that this parish is 
quite able to maintain its present population Ì—Yes. 

14265. And you don't think it is to its advantage to have large farms 
at aU 1—No, I think, if they are continued, things will grow worse and 
worse. 

14266. I understood you to make an objection to strangers immigrat­
ing into the island. What if Scotland should make the same difficulty— 
what would become of the Lewis *!—The difficulty is that these strangers 
have been used to lord it over these people, and that they have been used 
as instruments to that effect. 

14267. Are they all strangers'!—There is just one native. I don't 
know there are more than two or three natives in the whole of the large 
farms on the island. 

14268. You also stated it was your opinion that there should be a 
removal of some of the people. Should not the fact that some people are 
going away and doing well, and are able to maintain their people in more 
comfort than if they remained at home, influence the young men here to 
go away also 1—Yes, and it has that tendency. 

14269. Then how do you account for the population increasing year by 
year 1—There are not a great many of them leaving. 

14270. Why don't more of them go1?—But where will they go, and 
how will they go Ì I see a number of young men here, and I don't know 
but I can count on my fingers the number who could bring themselves to 
Glasgow. 

14271. But suppose they were assisted to go, do you think that would 
induce them to go 1—I daresay it would induce some of them, but would 
you have the young men to leave and not families ? 

14272. Would there be families willing to go if they were assisted? 
—The state of feeling just now, so far as I can make out, in Lewis is 
to get the lands. I must tell the Commission that frankly. It is not 
emigration. 
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LEWIS. 11273. Don't you think the two could go on together—emigration and 
getting the land %—I am afraid the people could not get it done just now. 

MEAVAIO. T h e l a n d m u s t b e g e t t l e d firgtj j t h i n k ) b e f o r e y o u w i l l g e t t a e o t Q e r s t 0 g 0 

Rev. Angus a foot. It is one in a thousand that will consent while such a movement 
Maclver. is being made towards getting the land. There will be very little chance, 

until some arrangement is come to, of the two going on together. 
11274. And you share in the feeling that till the land question is 

settled there should be no emigration 1—I say I have no feeling in the 
matter. My feeling is to see the people get the very best done for them. 

14275. Are you not convinced that, no matter what permanent arrange­
ment of the land may be made, it would be of the greatest advantage to 
them and their families that a great many should emigrate ?—No doubt of 
that. Having seen a great deal of Canada, I often s iy that to my people, 
and elsewhere. 

14276. And any influence of yours you would use to encourage them to 
set it agoing 1—If I could see that those people could be settled down 
with some degree of safety and comfort; but to take them in their present 
depressed state of circumstances, and bundle them off to the forests of 
Canada or to the plains of Manitoba, I would take no responsibility in 
that, unless I could see them fairly settled down and having some hold 
of the ground, because I know that in emigration which was carried on 
here thirty years ago to Canada very serious consequences took place. 

14277. You would like a readjustment of the laud at home as well as 
emigration 1—Yes, I would like any people who go to go voluntarily. 
But to use the slightest pressure upon them I would be no party to. 

14278. I don't mean pressure—I mean suasion. When you know it is 
so much for their good, you would endeavour to use your influence, when 
a readjustment was made at home, to get them to face emigration 1—I 
have been trying the use of suasion upon them for the last seven years, 
and what are the consequences ? None. 

14279. The Citairman.—But if the people saw there was a serious and 
substantial desire to afford means of improving their condition at home, 
do you think that would make others contemporaneously more inclined to 
emigrate, if they had encouragement to do so, and support in America 1— 
Well, my idea of the state of feeling among the people is, that they would 
all see the land readjusted first before there was any movement. I mean 
to tell the Commission frankly the feeling of the people—-that the first 
thing they would like to see is the settlement of the land, but that some 
would move off contemporaneously with this arrangement I don't believe. 
I don't think that that is the feeling at all. 

14280. Sir Kenneth Mackenzie.—Do you think the people believe that 
if the land were entirely redistributed there would be enough for them 1— 
Yes, that is their feeling. 

14281. Do you know any crofter in comfortable circumstances iu this 
parish ?—Yes. 

14282. Could you nams him?—There is one crofter at Yaltos—John 
Buchanan. 

14283. What rent does he pay?—I don't know; but of course the 
comfort in connection with it is from the young men he has. He has 
three able-bodied young men who are fishermen, and work the land a3 
well. 

14284. But do you know any one in the parish who has sufficient land 
to be comfortable ?-—I am not aware just now. I mean that I would like 
to see the crofter so that he could pay his rent and feed his family as a 
crofter should do, and pay his way. 

14285. I quite understand that. I merely want to know if you know 
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of an instance of such a crofter in this parish 1—Well, I cannot remember LEWIS, 
just now any one more than another. There was one brought forward ^, "~ 
to-day as a member of the school board—Mr Angus Gillies, Kirkibost. 
He is a comfortable crofter. Rev. Angus 

14286. Do you know what rent he pays?—-£9. Maclver. 
14287. Do you think that if all the other people in the island had 

similar crofts at £4, 10s. they would all be comfortable?—Yes. 
14288. And you think there is land enough in the island to give all 

those people similar crofts ?—That is my decided settled opinion ; of 
course I have not gone into facts. 

14289. And Mr Angus Gillies' croft is not too large 1—No. 
14290. The Chairman.—It may be right to say that as you seem to be 

under the impression that the large farmers were all, except one, not 
natives of Lewis, a paper has been put into my hands stating there are 
seven farmers with above £ 3 0 of rental in the parish of Uig, and that 
four of them were born in the island of Lewis and three of therr* were 
born elsewhere 1—The only one I know is a farmer in Mangersta—Mr 
Donald Mackay. 

14291. Perhaps you mean by strangers persons of strange extraction1? 
•—There may have been some of these born in the island. I understand 
what that is driving at. The fathers of these were the first who really 
depopulated the place, and the people look at the children of these as 
really not natives of the island. 

14292. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.— Children of the stranger?—Yes. I 
am only expressing the opinion of the parish, which I am bound to do as 
a native, and which has been in existence for the last fifty years in this 
parish. 

14293. In regard to emigration, you stated that a number of the people 
in this parish are supported by their children, who go away and earn money 
in other quarters ?—Yes, to the east coast fishing. 

14294. Then would it not be a cruel thing to send away those young 
men and deprive their parents of their support ?—Yes. 

14295. And if there is to be any emigration at all, I presume you are in 
favour of emigration by families who are willing to go?—Yes, by 
families. Of course, my idea is this, that in the present state of the 
people emigration is out of the question—either the one way or the other 
•—in the meantime. 

14296. You were asked a question about what assistance the Govern­
ment would give in the event of these crofts being enlarged. If any 
assistance were given, I presume you mean that in time the crofters would 
pay it back ?—Yes, they are ready to repay it with interest. 

14297. They don't expect to get eleemosynary aid?—No. 
14298. In your parish there are 120,000 acres and 4OOO people—30 

acres for each man, woman, and child—is that not sufficient ?—Yes. 
14299. Sheriff Nicolson.—What do you mean by saying that emigration 

is out of the question at the present moment ? Suppose a wise and 
judicious scheme were organised, would that not be a great benefit to the 
inland ?—It would be a great benefit, granting you get the people to agree, 
and if you saw they were properly settled in the places where they were 
going. 

14300. Have the results of former voluntary emigration—for there has 
been nothing but voluntary emigration within the memory of any of us— 
been satisfactory ?—The results have been satisfactory so far as the circum­
stances of the people in America are concerned. They are in comfortable 
circumstances. 

14301. A good many were removed by Sir James Matheson with their 
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LEWIS, own will, and were very well provided for ?—Well, I am not going to say 
f
 — as to that. Some people say it was voluntary. But there was a great 
J ' deal of forcing, and these people were sent away very much against their 

Rev. Angus will. That is very well known, and people present know that perfectly 
Maclver. well. Of course, they were not taken in hand by the policemen and all 

that, but they were in arrears, and had to go, and remonstrated against 
going. 

1 -4302. Is there any particular reason why the people of Lewis more 
than those of the other Western Islands, or of Scotland, should be kept 
at home and not helped to populate our colonies ? Have they any par­
ticular claim to be astricted to their native soil ?—No, but I don't want 
to see our colonies populated first, before we get our own land populated. 

14303. Then when would you commence emigration from Lewis?—Just 
when they commenced themselves, and there is a very serious difficulty in 
this island in this respect. For instance, we have 1600 Reserve men 
drilled in Stornoway. The country knows the eulogy pronounced upon 
them by the Duke of Edinburgh. I don't think he would like very well 
to see those people taken and sent away to other places. 

14:304:. But does it follow that they would all need to go?—H there 
was a removal, say of 2OOO or 3OOO of the iuhabitant3 of Lewis, would 
there not still be a larger population in it than there ever was before1?— 
But is this emigration to be carried out on the same principle as it was 
thirty or forty years ago, to clear the ground, and not to give them lands 
which are waste in the meantime? 

14305. If it were done with the view of giving more land to the people 
that were left, would not that be a benefit, even supposing you did not 
touch the big farmers at all ?—I would like to answer that by asking how 
could it be done. 

14306. The Chairman.—By encouragement and by offering them 
favourable terms. I am not suggesting emigration without corresponding 
measures in the country for the benefit of the people who remain, but why 
should they not emigrate from an island like Bernera, with encourage 
ment 1—Well, I am telling the Commissioners what is in the minds of the 
people, and that they are not for that in the meantime. What they would 
have in the meantime is the lands at home, and for my part I cannot see 
that that is a wrong or an unjust demand. 

14307. Sir Kenneth Mackenzie.—At half rent?—"Well, they want a 
reduction of rent. 

14308. Fifty per cent, in fact?—-Yes. 
14309. The Chairman.—You say you have some experience of the 

colonies. What are the colonies to which you think the people of this 
country, having regard to their habits of industry at home, could emigrate 
to with the best advantage ?—Lower Canada. I don't know further. 

14310. Are there any portions of Lower Canada, Nova Scotia, Frince 
Edward's Island, or the countries nearer the seaboard, in which land could 
still be got iu considerable areas and at moderate prices ?—I think so. 

14311. It seems to me that the climate at Manitoba is so severe, and 
so unlike the climate of this country, that it almost amounts to a hardship 
to send the people of this country there ; or do you think they would 
accommodate themselves to it ?—From all I can gather, I don't think there 
is much difference between the climate of Manitoba and South Canada. 
I have been out in Lower Canada at 34° below zero. 

14312. I think there is a great difference in the duration of the winter? 
—Yes. If there is to be emigration from this place, and if they are dis­
posed to go, so far as I am concerned, I would go at the head of 2OOO of 
them to Manitoba. 
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14313. Don ' t you think Australia and New Zealand offer some LEWIS. 
advantages superior to Canada 1—Yes, bu t the distance is so very great. ~ 
I understand it costs about £ 1 0 0 to send a family to Australia. 

14314. And it would perhaps cost £ 4 0 to send them to Canada]—Yes. Rev. Angus 
Maclver. 

J O H N MATIHISON, Crofter and Fisherman, Aird (42)—examined. 

14315. The Chairman.—Have you been freely elected a delegate ?— John 
Yes. Mathieson. 

14316. Have you any statement to make on the part of the people at 
A i rdl—Yes. 'Aird Uig.—I, John Mathieson, was elected by the people 
c of Aird U ig township as one of the delegates to represent them before 
' the Royal Commissioners, and I beg to submit a few statements here for 
' their consideration which may throw some light on the grievances of the 
' crofters, and the doings of the landlord and factor. Aird U ig is a small 
' township in the most remote corner of the island of Lewis. I t was first 
' inhabited by crofters about fifty-eight years ago. Six crofters had taken 
' it then at the rent of £ 3 0 . I t was then a piece of uncultivated moss, 
' with the exception of two or three small patches which was once used 
' by a shepherd. The crofters then got many good promises for com-
' pensation for improvements, &.C., and never go t any. There was a good 
1 piece of hill pasture taken from them at the coming in of a new factor, 
' on account of them not having written agreements on the rights and 
' boundaries of the township, bu t no reduction of rent. There are now 
1 nine crofters and five cottars in the township. There are a few of the 
1 first crofters still living in the township, who have toiled all their lifetime 
' taking in land and making improvements, and never got any compensa-
1 tion but their rents raised. I will give one instance here of how factors 
' treat some of their honest crofters. One of these first crofters, a very 
' honest and respectable man who paid rents in the township for about 
' fifty-five years, and was never one shilling in arrears all his lifetime, 
' was about twelve years ago going to pay rent to the factor, a distance of 
1 thirteen miles, and being in his old age and getting frail, was a few minutes 
' behind the rest of the crofters, and did not answer his name when called, 
c was fined five shillings, and about thirty-five shillings put on his rent for 
1 having so much bad manners as to complain that it was not right to fine 

• him under the circumstance. Of course that was the law of the factor, 
• and he had to submit to it, and pay it. That is the kind of t reatment 
' and sympathy the landlord and factor shows to their crofters even in 
' their old age. One of the principal grievances of the crofters is too 
' little land—especially grazings—too high rents, and the system of over-
' crowding. About years ago five shillings was put on the rents of 
' every crofter in the township for hill pasture or summer grazing, and we 
' never got it, though repeatedly asked. Another sore grievance to the 
1 crofters is the want of a road to the township, and also the impropriety 
1 of the site of the schoolhouse, which was erected a few years ago ut ter ly 
' against the people of the twD townships concerned, an act which is looked 
1 upon throughout all the country as a disgrace in a Christian land, and 

• which inevitably deprives the children of t h e township of the benefit of 
• education, and this is altogether ascribed to the influence of the present 
' factor. The highway is almost three miles from the township. There are 
' a number in the township who ate not a diet of their own produce for 
' the last twelve months, and from year to year have to carry all their 
• necessaries on their backs almost three miles, as already mentioned, over a 
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LEWIS. ' rough and dangerous ground; and as a proof of this, a few weeks ago a 
, , "~ ' person got his hand broken or dislocated carrying a bag of seed for his 

'" 'ground. We have ever been assessed with road money, and getting 
John ' no benefit. Our township, which was formerly paying only £ 3 0 

Mathieson. - rent, is now about £38. This year the Lewis Relief Committee had 
1 under consideration the necessity of a road from the public school-
' house to our township, and gave sanction to make the road, but 
' the factor persists in not giving us the road or any comfort whatever. 
' These funds are apparently under his own command, and he thinks he 
' may use them as he pleases. As a surveyor from Lady Matheson has 
1 lately taken in a report of the arable land of the crofters, which may be 
1 brought up as evidence against crofters, I may just say in a word that 
' his report of measurement is wrong, and should be discarded until fair 
1 justice is done in this matter. Another general grievance is the undue 
1 influence of the factor over crofters at elections, getting himself and others 
' of his own favourites and caste elected. These are only a few of the 
1 grievances which may be offered, but time will not permit me at present 
1 to go further on.' 

14317. What was the name of the old crofter who was fined 5s. ?—John 
Mathieson. He is not now living. He was my uncle. 

14318. Who wrote this paper1?—A lad belonging to the place. 
14319. Have you read it and understood it1?—Yes, I know the tenor of 

it. Some of it was read and explained to me. 
14320. Was it communicated to all the people ?—They all know its 

contents. 
14321. How far is the new schoolhouse from the township 1—Two and 

a half miles. 
14322. Do the children go or do they not go1?—The strong ones go in 

summer, but very few go in winter. 
14323. This paper complains that the schoolhouse was built in that 

position contrary to the wishes of tne two townships. Could it have been 
built in any place more convenient to all the country round, which it Ì3 
intended to serve ?—Yes, I don't believe the site could be worse chosen 
anywhere. 

14324. Who fixed upon the site?—The chamberlain is the only one 
whom we can hold responsible for the school being built there. 

1432.5. Was the place not fixed upon by the school board ?—Well, he 
was chairman of the school board, some supporting him, and some opposing 
him. Those connected with him in the administration supported him, and 
the thing was done. 

14326. You complain that a road has not been made from the public 
school, and that there are funds in existence to make the road. Have you 
applied to the factor to make the road ?—Yes, oftener than once. 

14327. Do you still hope that the road will be made7-—We had some 
expectations that the road would be done at the expense of the com­
mittee who superintend the destitution funds in Stornoway, but we have 
no hope of it now that Mr Mackay has out-and-out refused to go on 
with it. 

14328. Had you any reason to believe that there were funds at the 
disposal of the relief committee for this purpose ?—Whether or not, there 
is expended in this parish, and upon the rest of the property, money to 
make roads elsewhere that not only would bring the road to the schoolhouse, 
but to our own homes. 

14329. It is stated here that there was an old crofter who had paid 
his rent for fifty-five years, and, being about twelve years ago a short time 
too late in appearing on the day, was fined 5s., and in consequence of 
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something he said 35s. was added to his rental. Are these facts within LEWIS, 
your own personal knowledge 1—The man himself told me. 

14330. Was the additional rent of 35s. actually levied from him ?—Yes; YAIQ-

he stood out against paying it for a time, but latterly he paid it, aud took John 
several years in doing so. Mathieson. 

14331. Was that only for one year1?—I believe it was remitted to him 
before he died. I believe the present chamberhin, Mr Mackay, remitted 
that sum. 

14332. Was the additional 35s. for one year only, or was it for every 
year 1—For every year. He paid it for a number of years. 

14333. Are you sure there was not some other reason for putting on 
the 35s. Ì—I am not aware. My own father was constable at the time, 
and he asked him what was the reason, and that was the sole reason he 
gave him, namely, that he stated to Mr Munro that the land was his so 
long as he paid rent for it, and this additional sum was imposed upon him 
for his presumption. 

14334. You say there are now nine crofters and five cottars in the 
township. Are they all paying rent to the proprietor, or only the nine 
crofters 1—The nine crofters only. 

14335. Have you one of the nine crofts'?—Yes, my father is still living, 
but bedridden, and my name is on the rent roll along with my father's, 
but I am the only mainstay of the house. 

14336. What stock do you keep 1—Sometimes three cows and sometimes 
four, but when there is a bad year, the one pair eats up the other. The 
summing is three cows with three calves until the calf is a stirk, or four 
cow3 with no calf at all, and twelve sheep. 

14337. And what is your rent1?—£3, and the assessments are some­
times as high as 14s. 

14338. Has any hill pasture been taken away from you 1—Yes, some of 
what was within the marches of the township when it was originally lotted 
has been taken away from us. 

14339. Whom has it been given to 1—To the adjacent crofting township. 
14340. How long ago is that?—I only heard it from my mother. I 

don't remember the case myself. 
14341. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—Were you once a member of the school 

board 1—Yes. 
14342. Why are you not a member now?—It is not exactly easy for 

me to explain that matter. My opinion is that it was because the whole 
population were unable to express their opinions properly upon the day of 
the election. 

14343. Do you believe that the influence of the chamberlain was used 
to prevent your return1?—I believe it was in one way, and even two I may 
say. 

14344. How many crofters were on the last board when you were on 
it'?—Four. 

14345. How many are on now ?—One. 
14346. Was it agreeable to the crofters generally that their numbers 

should be so far reduced at the last election 1—I believe that some at least 
of the people would prefer that same of those that were out should be in ; 
and I am further of opinion that the crofter members that were upon the 
late board were better members, both from the point of view of the 
administration of the estate and giving expression to the feeling of the 
estate, than the present board are. 

14347. I understand you have some experience about the encourage­
ment that is given to the people for building houses 1—Yes, I know the 
encouragement that is given in the district where I live. 
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LEWIS. 14.348. Wi l l you give us an instance of the encouragement given to the 
~^~ people to better their houses or benefit themselves ?—If they transgress 

* ' the laws of the chamberlain, that they should be threatened with removal 
John out of their holdings even if their houses were half built up. 

M.al.kson. 14349. Is there, in point of fact, discouragement to the people to 
improve their dwelling houses? Do they feel tha t?—1 believe that if the 
people would get the assurance that the places would be their own, they 
would make all their endeavour to make their houses better. 

14350 . Do you want your own croft enlarged?—I consider it too little. 
14351 . W h a t do you mean by stating in the paper tha t the surveyor 

is not doing right in the way he is surveying the land ?—That he is 
measuring places that are incapable of cultivation. 

14352. Do you know what is the ex tent of your father's croft?—No, I 
do not know. 

14353. Are there four acres?—I should scarcely say it was four. 
14354. How many distinct pieces is it composed of? Is it contiguous 

or broken up into a number of patches?—We made one piece of it finally, 
but it was only a piece here and there at one time. 

14355. Professor Mackinnon.—Are you aware tha t the surveyor is 
put t ing down uncultivable land as cultivable land in his report ?—I 
cannot say as to that. 1 only know he measures with the chain grouud 
tha t is uncultivable. 

14356. But if you don't know he is returning it as uncultivable ground, 
how do you know he is not measuring rightly ?—I cannot understand how 
he should measure, side by side, the uncultivable and cultivable grounds 
in any other way. 

14357. Sir Kenneth Mackenzie.—Have the rules of the estate been made 
known to you under which compensation is given for building houses ?— 
Yes, I have got a copy; but I know another thing. I at tempted to build 
a house, and I lost the skin off my back carrying stones in a rope, and 
since I could not engage a mason to build it I commenced to build it 
myself, aud when it was up to the level of the walls I had a letter from 
Mr Mackay telling me that when my father died I would be turned out 
of the croft, and he did not give any promise in that letter that I should 
get any payment for the work that I had done. 

14358. If it was finished, don't you suppose you would get payment?— 
I could not be certain. Mr Mackay promised that the ground officer 
should come every year to see what changes and improvements were made 
on the houses and lauds, and I have no t seen oue coming yet for that 
purpose. 

14359. I suppose one would come if you asked h i m ? — W e asked him 
often enough for other purposes, and got no reply. 

14360 . Was there a contest for the school board when you were elected ? 
—Yes. 

14361 . And was the last election, when you were thrown out, a contested 
one too ?—Yes, but the people did not get an opportunity of recording 
their votes on that day. I t was a very wild and tempestuous day, and 
they could not cross the sound. W h e n I was a member of the board I 
asked the board to meet alternately upon either side of the sound, so that 
this portion-of the parish should get some justice. Mr Mackay would not 
agree to that . H e never inquired what difficulties we had in at tending 
upon him, day and night, at Gara-na-hine, at his meeting. As an instance, 
I got a notice to at tend a meeting after night fall on a Saturday evening 
and the meeting was to be on the Monday at mid-day. A boat could not 
cross, and I had to walk back and forward twenty-two miles each way, and 
after all there was no q u o r u m ; only Mr Mackay himself attended. 
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14362. Then it is the fault of the bad weather that you were not elected LEWIS, 
at last election ?—Not perhaps that I was not elected—but I believe that ~ 
is the reason why a number of the crofters were not elected. EAVAIG. 

14363. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—Did you protest against the polling j 0 ] m 
place being where it was ?—Yes, I protested against that, and the people Mathieson. 
also object to the polling place being on the other side of the sound. 

14364. But the crofters had a majority on the last board, and fixed the 
polling place, did they not ?—Well, if it was they who fixed the polling 
place, I was not present at the time. I heard nothing about it any time I 
was at the meetings of the board till I saw the notices posted up on the 
walls of the church. 

14365. Is Mr Mackay omnipotent at the board meetings?—At some of 
them. He was omnipotent certainly upon some occasions when I was a 
member of the board, and upon other occasions not. 

14366. Would you and the other members be alarmed for the conse­
quences by their going against the chamberlain if he were very firm upon 
any point in connection with the board ?—I would not be afraid in the 
least. There was scarcely a day but myself or the others had an argu­
ment and discussed matters. 

JOHN FERGUSON, Crofter, Carishader (67)—examined. 

14367. The Chairman.—Were you freely elected a delegate?—Yes. John 
14368. Have you got a statement to make on behalf of the people of F e rgn a o n-

Carishader?—Yes. They complain that when the township was lotted 
out the rent was about £28. Some of the lots were as low as 8s. each, 
and it was arranged that those who paid only 8s. of rent should be raised 
to £ 1 , so that they might carry some stock more or less. There was a 
piece at the end of the town which was not calculated in the lots, and 
it was arranged afterwards that this should be added to the smaller portion 
of the lots, and that no rent should be paid till they took a crop out of it, 
because it was uncultivated ground. Now this portion was valued at £ 1 , 
and belonged to the township. It was taken from them, and added to 
another place, and they pay the £ 1 to this day. Old men told me that 
the township had it for sixty-five years at a rent of £ 1 , and the lots that 
paid formerly 8s. and 12s. now pay, the one £2 , 6s. and the other £2, 7s. 
Again, six or seven years ago, although we ourselves had such small hold­
ings—one having £ 1 worth and another 6s. or 7s. worth—a man was 
brought in upon us, and given a place upon the other end of the township. 
The passage that our cattle had for going from the township to the hill 
grazing was given to this man, but we continued to send the cattle through 
this passage as of old. We did not wish to be deprived of this portion, 
though we could bear to be deprived of the rest. The men that were 
sending their cattle by this passage were sent to Stornoway, and had to 
pay £6 there for trespass. 

14369. Sir Kenneth Mackenzie.—Where did the man come from who 
was put in upon you ?—An Irishman. 

14370. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—Is he there yet?—Yes. 
14371. Sir Kenneth Mackenzie.—What was his employment?—A 

hawker. 
14372. Was it by the factor that the hawker was settled there ?—It 

was the factor told us he set him there. 
14373. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—How many people are there in this 

township altogether?—Seventeen families. 
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LEWIS 1-1374. When was it originally lotted out?—About thirty-five years 
r 7 ' ago. 

„ , 14375. How many people were there then?—There were eight before 
John that time. It was made into twelve lots then. 

Ferguson. 14376. Do they complain of overcrowding ?—Yes, that is the complaint. 
How can it be otherwise, when the poor people cannot get either food or 
clothing out of it? 

14377. Do some of the young men go away to earn wagos?—Every one 
that can move. 

14378. Have you yourself been in the habit of moving?—Yes, I have 
ten of a family. I have been thirty years going though the whole country 
to obtain a livelihood. 

14379. Are they in arrears of rent in the township?—No, I am not 
aware the town is one penny in arrears. 

14380. Sir Kenneth Mackenzie.—Have you any sheep ground away 
from the township altogether,—away on the hill Ì—-Yes, we have some 
away in that way. They are all mixed up in that district. 

14381. There is a common hill ground for the sheep of the whole 
district ?—Yes. 

14382. Then have you cows grazing nearer hand that belong to the 
individual township?—Nothing outside the fence. Once we send them 
outside the crofts, then they are upon the hill pasture—cows and sheep 
together. 

14383. Do they not send the sheep away from the crofts altogether to 
this hill in the distance ?—We keep a man standiug in front of the arable 
ground to keep them away from the crofts. 

14384. I see the sheep all down upon the low pastures? Would it not 
be right at this time of the year, to send the sheep up iuto the hill 
ground ?—We are not allowed to send them there. 

14385. I thought you said you had a large common hill ground?—We 
cannot very well do that. Supposing we should send a man with a dog to 
chase them away any considerable distance from our arable ground, they 
would be sure to be over our march upon the neighbouring tack, and the 
tacksman's shepherd would poind them. 

14386. Have you got the hill fully stocked, a3 much as the hill will 
carry ?—Rather overstocked than otherwise. 

14387. If you had more arable land, then, you would not be able to 
keep more cattle ?—No, unless we get more pasture, though it would be a 
great advantage to get it, still without more hill pasture we could not keep 
more stock. 

[Mr Mackay.—It was stated that it was for trepass that the people 
were fined £6. It was no such thing. The people assaulted the Irishman 
while he was building a dyke, and it was a fhcal matter before the sheriff, 
with which I had nothing to do.] 

ALEXANDER MACDONALD, Crofter and Fisherman, Crowlista (48)— 
examined. 

14388. The Chairman.—Were you freely elected by the people of 
Crowlista?—Yes. 

143S9. Where is Crowlista?—It is upon the headland, three miles away 
from here. 

14390. Is it a good place for fishing?—Somewhat good, but only 
accessible from the middle of spring and during the summer months. 



Minutes of Evidence. 925 

14391. Have you got any pier or landing place ?—No. We have a sort LEWIS, 
of breastwork which the fish-curer set up, where we can laud when the tide , . 
is in. 

14392. Is there any good station for making a pier or jetty?—Yes. Alexander 
14393. Would it be very useful to the place?—Yes. Macdonald. 
14394. How are you off for boats ?—Very good boats. 
14395. How did you procure the boats?—From the curers. None of 

the people possess any of these large boats. They have small boats with 
which they fish lobsters. 

14396. Were any boats ever given to the fishermen by the late pro­
prietor ?—Never, since I remember. 

14397. What character of boats did fish-curers supply? How long and 
how wide ?—From 30 to 33 feet long by 14 feet broad. 

14398. Have they any deck ?—They are half-decked, with a side deck. 
14399. How many men go in each of those boats?—Seven or eight 

men. 
14400. How long is it since this kind of boat was introduced ?—It is 

not very long since we commenced with these decked boats, but we always 
worked with boats that were not altogether so large as these. 

14401. Are the new boats better and safer than the old ones?—Yes, I 
consider them better. 

14402. How are you paid by the fish-curers?—Are you paid by the 
cran ?—The fishing is for cod and ling, and the curer comes as one of the 
crew and gets a share; that is to say, when there are seven men in a 
boat the curer gets an eighth, and when there are eight in the boat the 
curer gets a ninth part. 

14403. Who purchases the fish?—The curer purchases the fish. 
14404. Have you got a curing house?—-Yes. 
14405. How much should such a boat cost, all found, with masts and 

apparatus ?—About £80 . There is one that perhaps may have cost £120, 
but the average would be about £80 . 

14406. Do none of these boats belong to the fisherrne* themselves?— 
No. The small ones do, but not the big ones. 

14407. Do you go round to the east coast fishing?—Yes, everyone 
that can. 

14408. Do you get higher wages and make more money now than you 
did many years ago at the fishing ?—No ; the payment is according to the 
amount of fish received. The payment is partially in arrears ; and of late 
years we have not been so successful as in former years, so that less money 
is made. The rule is that wages are given to a man, and, in addition to 
that, Is. per cran of the fish caught. 

14409. Are the wages the same as they were when you began first?—I 
believe a hired man gets more in wages now than he got twenty years ago. 

14410. Sir Kenneth Mackenzie.—To whom does the boat belong in 
which you fish ?—Hector Mathieson, curer, Valtos. 

14411. Do you work as a hired man to Hector Mathieson?—No, only 
as one of the crew of the boat. 

14412. Do the crew get a boat on loan on payment of one-eighth of the 
fish ?—Yes. 

14413. That is at home?—Yes. 
14414. How do the crew pay for the boat when they are away from 

home ?—We don't bring the boat to the east coast fishing at all. 
14415. Then for how many months in the year do you use this boat ? 

—From the beginning of spring until about mid-summer. 
14416. And the boat is not used at any other time of the year?—No, 

it is not used the rest of the year. 
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LEWIS, 14417. What payment do you get from the curer for the cod and ling 
" that belong to yourself ?—A ling counts twice a cod, and the year before 

MEAVAIQ. j a g t g o m e jj^g w e r e bought £or j s a n ( j s o m e for lOd. That was the rate 
Alexander the year before last. This last season we don't know the price we will get 

Macdonald, till the time of settlement comes. 
11418. When is the time of settlement?—At Martinmas. 
11419. Are you paid Ln cash at that time?—No. 
14420. What do you get?—Meal and fishing material, and this year 

especially we have drawn already more than the account for the fish wilt 
cover. 

14421. Do you ever, in any year, get a sum to your credit, which is 
paid to you in money ?—Very seldom now, but there were seasons when I 
commenced first when such was the case. 

14422. How long is it since you were first in debt to the curer?—I 
never worked for any man in the parish till this year. I used to fish for 
Mr Smith at Stornoway. 

14423. Do you know the price you have to pay for the meal for which 
you have to settle at Martinmas ?—I cannot tell the price I shall have to 
pay at Martinmas for the meal I take now from the curer, but I can tell 
the price of last year's meal. 

14424. What was the price of last year's meal?—They said it was 24s. 
per boll. 

14425. And you leave it to the kindness of the curer to fix the price 
of the msal and the price of the ling at Martinmas ?—Yes, poverty com­
pels us to do that. 

14426. Professor Machinnon.—Is the curer taken bound to keep the boat 
in working order and to supply tackle ?—The curer is bound to keep the boat 
in working order, but he pays for no share of the fishing material. In the 
event of the boat being lost, as to who should have to pay for it, I cannot 
say, but if it were lost through no fault of ours I would consider it hard 
to have to pay for it myself. 

14427. Is the boat insured ?—I am not aware she is. 
14428. Was it the same arrangement you had with the Stornoway 

curer ?—The same arrangement. 
14429. Were you getting supplies from Mr Smith in the same way?—Yes. 
14430. Have you auything else to say ?—I have to state that we poor 

people have been sent to a headland of the sea where it was not worth 
while to send sheep forty years ago, and that was the reason we were sent 
there. We were crowded all together upon it. In my father's days there 
were sixteen crofters there. There are forty houses now. Many of these 
were sent from the other townships that were cleared—poor people t in t 
could not go away to America. Because there was no other place for 
them, they were hurled in upon that headland. When I open my own 
door there is no place within the range of my sight except where there are 
big sheep. There are now so many poor that there are twenty-three crofters 
in the township who have only one cow each, and not one of them can say 
it is his own cow after all. 

11131. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—What rent does each crofter pay?—• 
From 15s. to £ 5 each. There may be some lots which are rented higher 
lhan that, but these lots are subdivided. There are three crofters upon one 
lot, wheri each pays £ 3 . 

11132. The Chairman.—Was it in the time of Sir James Matheson 
that this township was founded, or was it before his time ?—It was por­
tioned out into lots during Sir James's time, but there were crofters there 
before. I don't remember it ever being held by a tacksman. We have 
been there ourselves for four generations. 
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14433. Sir Kenneth Mackenzie.—How many of the forty were brought 
in from other townships Ì—I believe that over twenty of the present 
families are the descendants of outsiders that came in within the last forty 
years. 

14434. How many outsiders have gone in in Sir James Matbeson's time 1 
—About six. Some of them were sub-tenants of other people. But when 
other two townships were cleared before Sir James got possession of the 
property, there was a considerable number that came in then. The place 
was poor before, and then when those who were too poor to be sent to 
America were added to those, it made them poorer still 

14435. Sir Kenneth Mackenzie.—Is it with the cas-chrom you cultivate 
your land ?- -Partially with the cas-chrom and partially with the spade. 

14436. We are badly off for peats. They are far off, and there is no 
road to them. They are two miles away, and it would take two hours to 
get a cartful. There is no road there. 

14437. You never have horses for ploughing?—There were horses in 
my father's time, but wheu the people were thrown in upon them the 
horses had to be sent away. 

14438. But I mean you don't hire horses ?—No. 

[ADJOURNED.] 

LEWIS. 

MEAVAIG. 

Alexande r 
M acdonald. 

BREASCLETE, LEWIS, TUESDAY, JUNE 5, 1883. 

{See Appendix A, XXXVI. and XLI.) BREASCLETE. 

Present:— 

Lord NAPIER AND ETTRICK, K.T., Chairman. 
Sir KENNETH S. MACKENZIE, Bart. 
DONALD CAMERON, Esq. of Lochiel, M.P. 
C. FRASER-MACKINTOSH, Esq., M.P. 
Sheriff NICOLSON, L L D . 
Professor MACKINXON, M.A. 

NEIL MACLENNAN, Crofter, Breasclete Park (47)—examined. 

14439. The Chairman.—Have you been freely elected a delegate?— 
Yes. 

14440. Have you got a written statement ?—Yes. ' A Statement of the 
' Grievances of Crofters in Breasclete Park (should be called Callernish 
' Park).—I have been elected by the crofters of Breasclete Park as their 
' delegate, and the following is the statement I have to make on their 
' behalf. We are now thirty-three years in Breasclete Park. We were 
- formerly in Reef, where we were born and brought up, as also our fathers 
' and grandfathers. The land there was good, and was quite convenient 
v to the sea for fishing, and therefore we lived pretty comfortable. A 
- stranger who wished a sheep farm then fixed upon Reef as a suitable 
' place for that purpose. The result was that we got notice of removal 
' from Mr Scobie, the then factor. We had no arrears of rent, and there-
' fore we refused in a body to do this, and stood out against it for three 
' years, when Mr Scobie's term of office expired. We then naturally 
' expected justice from the next factor ; but, on the contrary, he took up 
' at once the work his predecessor had begun, and at last got us forcibly 

Neil 
M.iclennan. 
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LEWIS. - ejected. Four families, of whom my father was one, came to our present 
_ • holding, and some of the rest had to go to America. When we came 

' • here there were no stones to be got for building a house, and as we had 
Neil ' to turn our attention at once to the working of the land which was 

Maclennan. - nothing but a peat moss, we had to make temporary huts at the sea-shore 
' to shelter us until we got houses made of turf on our lots. I myself 
' remember all this perfectly well. About fourteen acres were allotted to 
' the four families, and as the land was so very bad we got the island of 
• Kiva for grazing at a rent of £ 5 . This was our best help at that time, 
- and we held it for five years, until the late factor Mr Munro came in, 
' when it was taken from us. There are now nine families on the same 
- amount of land a3 was originally allowed to four. Further, we have 
1 reason to complain of the annual increase of the rates, which has now 
- reached to not less then 3s. in the £ , the rights of which we cannot well 
- understand ; in short, when we came to our present holdings, the reut was 
1 only £11 , 8s., and owing to the overcrowding and increase of rents and 
• taxes, it has come to £15, 4s. 5d. sterling. We want more lands, with 
• fair rents, fixity of tenure, with compensation for improvements, and we 
- hope the Government will see their way to help us to stock our lands and 
' build houses, which we are all willing to pay with interest through course 
' of time, and humbly hope Her Majesty's Government will be pleased to 
' grant us our humble request.—NEIL M 'LENNAN, Delegate.' 

14441. Mr Cameron.—How many heads of families are there now in 
this place you represent 1—Six. 

14442. And the rent of the six amounts, as I see by this paper, to 
£15, 4s. 5d. including taxes'?—Yes. 

14443. Do you know the proportion of that which is rent and that 
which is taxes ?—I am not able to give the separate items.—Mr Mackay, 
chamberlain. The rent is £14, 4s. 

14144. What amouut of stock do the people at Breasclete possess?— 
From two to four cows each. Some of them have no sheep; some as high 
as twelve j perhaps some few over twelve. 

14445. Any followers?—Yes, the cows have their followers—young 
beasts as well. 

14446. It is stated in this paper that the island of Kiva was taken from 
you, after you held it for five years. Was any reason given by Mr Munro 
for taking it away ?—No reason whatever, except to order us out of it. 

14447. Who got possession of the island after it was taken away ?— 
The innkeeper at Callernish. 

14118. Was the island far away from Breasclete?—No. 
11119. Was it very convenient for the crofters at Breasclete?—Yes. 
11150. Was it good grazing in winter as well as summer?—Yes. 
11451. Any arable ground upon it?—Very little. 
14452. What stock did it keep?—If it was kept without stock during 

the summer, it would winter about eighteen cows. 
14453. You say in your paper that Reef was a more suitable place than 

Breasclete, and allude particularly to the fishing. Was it a better place 
as regards the quality of the land?—Yes, the soil was better. 

14151. Was there less rock upon it?—There was more rock there than 
here, but the soil was different; here it is peat moss, and there it was sand 
and good soil. 

11155. Did the crofters possess more stock at Reef than they do now? 
—I believe we had more, and they would be better; but I believe, when 
Reef was cleared, there were too many people there at the time. 

1 4156. Where did the other people go who did not come to Breasclete? 
—Some of them went to Ness, some to Borv, and some to Lochganvich, 
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on this side of Stornoway. Those that went to Lochganvich had after- LEWIS, 
wards to go to America. _ "" 

14457. How many families left Reef besides those who came here?— EEA.--CI.ETI 
There would be about thirty-one or thirty-two families. Four came here, Neil 
and the rest went elsewhere. Maclennan. 

14458. The paper states that they refused in a body to remove, and 
held out for three years. What form did their resistance take ?—Just 
refusing to go. 

14459. Did the factor serve summonses upon them ?—Yes. 
1-1460. Did they refuse to receive the summonses, or did they receive 

them and then refuse to obey 1—The sheriff officers were iu the habit of 
leaving the summons in the key-hole. 

14461. Aud you refused to receive them ?—The people just disregarded 
them. 

144G2. Was there any violence used or any encounter with the police, 
such as we have heard of in Glendale?—There were no police sent 
there. 

14463. In fact, it was a passive and a peaceable resistance Ì—Yes, there 
was no violence. 

14464. How came they to go away at last when Mr Munro insisted 
upon it ?—So far as my own recollection goes, and the testimony of tho 
only old man now living who came from there at that time, there wero 
works going on—roads and so on—under Government, and it was by these 
works that they were in the habit of providing for their families, and pay­
ing their rents. So, when they were turned out in this way, aud refusing 
to leave the place, each foreman having charge of the works got notice 
that no work was to be given to the people of this place. They then 
fell into arrears of rent when they did not get work, and so, when this 
additional hold was got on them, go they must, because the rent was not 
paid. 

14465. This paper states they were not in arrears. Was there much 
poverty amongst them at that time 1—-Some of them were poor enough. 
The years in which they were sent away were very bad years. One of 
the men who was sent from there to Lochganvich, and afterwards was 
sent to America, was uuwilling to emigrate. The officers came to hi3 
house and quenched his fires, and sent him out of the house to the steamer 
that was waiting to carry him away, and his only cow was left at the back 
of the door, and he got nothing for it. His brother afterwards sold tho 
cow, and sent the proceeds to him. 

14466. What was the nature of the works you alluded to which were a 
help to the people at that time ?—District roads. 

14467. "Were those works executed by Sir James Matheson 1—It was 
the proprietor who paid the expense of these roads. There was a little 
Government help and Government meal at the same time. 

14468. How long did those works continue after the period when work 
was refused to this particular township ?—I cannot tell. 

14469. Were there any other works going on that employed the people, 
except roads ?—Not under the proprietor. There was fishing going on. 

14470. But there were no works by the proprietor1?—No. 
14471. Do you know how many people were employed on these roads 1 

—I cannot tell how many. The whole population was getting work, that 
is, all those who applied got work, and paid their rents. 

14472. Was there any other work going on in the island except what 
was supplied by the proprietor and the fishing ?—No. 

14473. Are there any works going on now?—Nothing on this side of 
the country except the fishing. 

3 N 
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LEWIS. 14474. Cau you tell us when the works given by the proprietor ceased 
— - at that period 1—1 cannot tell. 

bREAscLETE. 14475. i t must have been some time ago 1—Yes, a large number of 
Xeil years ago. 

Miiclciiiiau. 14476. How many people were present at the meeting at which this 
paper was drawn up ?—All our young people were there, unless there was 
one who was from home. 

14477. Who wrote it out1?—A lad belonging to the place. 
14478. Did he compose it, or copy it 1—I supplied the material myself; 

a lad belonging to the place, who lives in Storuoway, composed it, and a 
lad who lives hero copied it. 

14479. Was the last paragraph beginning ' W e want more land,' which 
is in a different handwriting from the rest, composed and copied by tho 
same parties, or was it done at a subsequent period ?—The native of tho 
place who lives at Stornoway, and who composed the rest of tho paper, 
composed the last paragraph, and it is in his handwriting. 

14480. So the last paragraph was written in Stornoway 1—Yes. 
14481. And the rest of it was written here?—Yes. 
14482. Who was the lad who composed it?—A lad of twenty, one of 

ourselves. He writes a good hand, but does not know English much. 
14483. The Cliairman.—When the people came from Reef to this place, 

to whom did the land here belong ?—It was waste land—peat mosses, 
which belonged to the people of the district. Sir James Matheson, the 
proprietor, had meanwhile trenched it somewhat, and turned the ground. 

144S4. Did they get any money for the houses they left at Reef ?—Not 
a penny. 

14485. Did they bring the roofs of the houses here ?—Those of us who 
came here brought the roofs of the houses with us. Others left these 
things there, and they went useless. 

14486. Had they any assistarce from the landlord to build their houses ? 
—No, nothing. 

14487. While they were preparing their ground here for cultivation, 
did the landlord continue to assist them in preparing the ground ?—No, 
nothing except what was done before we came. 

14488. Did the people of Callernish, on whose ground they were 
settled, have their rents reduced on account of the ground taken from 
them I—They themselves say no. 

14489. Did the four families who came here get a share in the hill 
pasture belonging to Callernish ?—Yes, they got a share. 

14190. Was the rent of the people at Callernish for the hill pasture 
reduced?—They themselves said they got no reduction whatever. 

14491. What is your own present rent?—£1. It is a piece of land 
that never was cultivated before, and that I trenched, and I believe I 
have it cheaper in consequence. 

14492. What is the rent of the other crofters who pay rent?—There is 
no new lot besides mine, and I believe my neighbours pay £ 1 . 

14493. I do not mean the new lots, but the old lots ?—One pays 
£ 3 , 13s. 6d. of bare rent, and another £3 , Is. 

14494. Take the one at £ 3 , 13s. 6d., what stock does he keep ?—The 
regulations of the proprietor was to have oue cow with its followers and 
four sheep. 

14495. But I want to know what he actually has?—Three cows, one 
or two young beasts, and three or four sheep perhaps. 

14496. Any horse''—No, there is no horse upon that lot. 
14497. Are there any horses at all?—Yes, there are three horses in the 

place among the six people. 
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14498. Where do you get your sea-weed?—We get some of it upon 
that island we had ourselves long ago, and some on another island. 

14499. Do you pay anything for it1?—No. 
14500. Do you pay anything for the peats ?—No. 
14501. Have any of the people availed themslves of the regulations of 

the estate respecting building better houses?—Yes, they have improved 
their houses. 

14502. Are they satisfied with the regulations about the houses?—We 
would be quite satisfied with them so far as the bouses are concerned, if 
there was sufficient land to maintain ourselves in connection with them. 

14503. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—When did you last sell any animal? 
— I sold one last year, at the autumn market. 

14504. What did you get for it ?—About £5 . It was a three years-old. 
14505. When will you be in a position to sell the next?—I will bo 

obliged to sell one this year, in order to provide food for my family, unless 
I find some other means of maintenance. Although I should sell all I 
have, I would not get out of debt. 

14506. Is that beast the only thing you are able to sell of the produce 
of your croft ?—Yes, that is the only thing. I buy something every year 
to feed them in winter. 

14507. How much are you generally obliged to expend for meal aud 
provender in the year ?—Some years I expend £25. 

14508. Have you any sheep?—Five head of sheep—three sheep and 
two lambs. 

14509. Are you in the habit of selling a lamb annually?—No, I never 
sell a sheep. The ground is bad, and the young ones die in winter unless 
they are hand-fed. 

14510. Do you know the Christian name of the person who was 
mentioned in the paper as Mr Scobie, who began first to trouble you?— 
John. 

14511. Who was the person who actually did force you out,—who suc­
ceeded Mr Scobie ?—Mr Mackenzie, who succeeded Mr Scobie. 

14512. Were these things done in the time of Sir James Matheson ?— 
Yes. 

14513. Where was the house you refer to where the fire was put out, 
nnd the animal was left behind the door7—At Lochganvich, five miles 
along the road between here and Stornoway. 

14514. Who was the person that was forced away?—Angus Maclean. 
14515. Were you a witness of the matter, or did you hear of it at the 

time?—-I knew the man, but I was not present when the thing was done. 
14516. When was the latest money expended on your locality by the 

proprietor, or has there been anything done from the time you entered?— 
I am not aware that he expended a penny since we were settled there. 

14517. The Chairman.—Are the three cows and the young beasts, and 
the three or four sheep, supported all the year round upon the ground you 
occupy, or have you to buy provender for them in winter?—There is not 
one of us who has stock in the place but is obliged to buy provender for 
them. There are some in the place who have no stock at all, and we can 
get fodder from them. 

14518. How much have you to spend in an ordinary winter to buy sup­
plementary food for your stock ?—From £ 1 to £2 every year. 



932 Highlands and Islands Commission. 

LEWIS. JOHN MACIVER, Crofter, Breasclete (56)—examined. 

BREA.SCI.ETE. 1 4 5 1 9 # TJie Chairman.—Were you freely elected a delegate ?—Yes. 
JohnMaciver. 14520. Have you a statement to lay befor the Commission1?—Yes. 

' Breasclete, May 1883.—In answer to the questions that are required, we 
' the tenants have to say that the rent of our town when Sir James 
• Matheson came to the estate was £110 ; the number of tenants at that 
' time being thirty families, and it has increased to forty-four families, and 
' the rent arose to £122 ; of which five lots were cut out of the grazing 
1 pasture which our village had, and was rented, besides the former sum, 
' these five are of the forty-four above mentioned; and besides that, 
1 another piece of arable land and grazing was taken from us, which was 
• valued at £7 , and that is turned on the rest of the town. And besides 
4 that, there is twenty-five having no lots, but squatters among the rest. 
- This is the fourth chamberlain since Sir James Matheson came to the 
' estate, the second one of them, namely, John Munro Mackenzie, was 
' taking from them their cattle for the rent between £ 1 and £2, which 
1 would get at this time between £ 7 and £8 , and that was reducing the 
' mind and stock of the people.' 

14521. How many people were present when this paper was adopted"! 
—Almost every one in the place. 

14522. Who wrote the paper?— A native of the place. 
14523. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—"When was it that the rent was raised 

from £ 1 1 0 to £122?—About thirty years ago, when the place was lotted 
out. In my first recollection there were only thirty families, but when the 
people were thrown in upon them, they increased. People all got poor 
after that, and they were huddled together, and it was at that time, thirty 
years ago, when the place was lotted out, that the rent was raised. 

14524. Does the £122 include rates and taxes?—No, it is exclusive of 
taxes. 

14525. The paper states that 'five lots were cut out of the grazing 
' pasture which our village had.' Who got these five lots?—Men that were 
throwu in upon us. 

1452G. Where did they come from ?—They came out of the place. 
14527. There were no outsiders ?—No. 
14528. Where is the piece of arable land and grazing which was taken 

from you, and which was valued at £7 ?—It is in this very town, beside 
the mill. It was cut off our township when the place was lotted out, but 
our rents were not reduced when we were deprived of that piece of 
ground. 

14529. Who has it at present?—The miller has it. 
14530. Does the miller pay rent?—We do not know. We got no 

abatement anyhow. 
14531. Then £ 7 worth was cut away, and given to the miller, and you 

got no reduction?—Yes, that is the case. 
14532. You complain here that there are no fewer than twenty-five 

squatting among the rest. Do these pay any rent ?—No. 
14533. Do they do anything in servicer or labour for the crofters ?— 

No, nothing whatever. 
14534. Have they got any stock?—Some have and some have not. 
14535. Do they get potato ground in small quantities on payment of 

rent to the crofters ?—From their own relatives they do. 
14536. What does the township propose to do with these twenty-five 

cottars ?—To get land. 
14537. But where?—Where it is? 

http://Brea.sci.ete
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14538. Where is t ha t ' i s ' ?—It is lying waste, the best part of the land LEWIS, 
throughout this island, under sheep and deer, and the poor people kept in 
the worst parts of it, where they cannot make a livelihood out of it, and REASCLET 

the best parts taken from them at every corner. j o n I 1 Maciver. 
14539. How then do these poor people live ?—They can scarcely be able 

to live at all. 
14540. I presume, from what you stated, that they are all connected 

with each other,—that they are friends and relatives,—and therefore the 
crofters are kind to them ?—Yes, they have relatives in the township. 

14541. Are the crofters paying poor rates?—Yes, and road money. 
14542. Does it come to this, that besides paying their legal poor rates, 

they have practically to support these twenty-five families?—Yes, that 
is the case. These twenty-five people must be kept up. Must not one 
poor family support another when there is no other way for it ? 

14543. How many of them are on the poor's roll?—Perhaps about six. 
14544. With regard to the complaint ycu make against the then 

chamberlain, John Munro Mackenzie, taking from you the cattle for the 
rent at between £ 1 and £2, for which would be got at this time between 
£ 7 and £ 8 , will you explain exactly what you mean by that ?—These 
were very bad years, like this year. The markets were low, and when 
there was no other way for it the cow had to be sold, though it would only 
fetch 20s. or 25s., and BO the factor took them away, and he himself 
priced them. 

14545. Did he keep them for some time until better markets prevailed, 
or did he sell them at once ?—He sold them as he was able to do it. 

14546. Has the proprietor laid out any money on the improvement of 
this township within your recollection ?—I am not aware of any, unless 
perhaps, as the previous delegate stated, some Government meal was given 
away for assistance. 

14547. Have you received any of the money that has been collected 
this year by charitable people ?—I myself got a little meal. Some in the 
township got some, and others did not. 

14548. Were the most of them in circumstances requiring assistance ? 
—Yes, the greater part of them. I could except very few here not equally 
in need of it. 

14549. Was there any complaint as to the mode of distribution?—It is 
quite impossible to get any person in the world who can satisfy every 
person. 

14550. Did you get any potato seed?—I got half a bushel. 
14551. Was that from the proprietor, or from the charitable funds?—I 

have not paid for it, and I do not know whether I shall be called upon to 
pay for it or not. 

14552. Sheriff Nicolson.—What rent do you pay?—25s. bare ren t 
My brother pays 25s. also. There is road money and poor money, and 
moorland pasture money, in addition to that. 

14553. What do you pay for moorland pasture ?—Five shillings. 
14554. "Where is that moorland pasture?—Away out of here. 
14555. Have you paid that 5s. ever since your lots were made by Sir 

James ?—In my first recollection, we did not pay for that moorland at alL 
14556. How bng Ì3 it since it was put on?—It was in Mr Munro's 

time that we commenced to pay it,—off and on perhaps about ten years 
ago. 

14557. How many beasts do you keep1?—Two cows, a stirk now and 
again, six or seven sheep,—sometimes perhaps only four, no horse. 
Though we keep two cows, what is the use of that ? The one only eats 
up the other. 
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LEWIS. 14558. Have you to buy food for the cows?—Yes, otherwise we could 
not keep them living. 

EitEAscLKTE. ^ 3 5 9 Where do you get it?—-Any poor person here and there, who 
John Maciver. niiy not have stock of his own, may have it to sell. 

14560. How much money do you spend on food for the cows in a year? 
—From 12s. to £ 1 . 

14561. Do you consider your rent exorbitantly high ?—Yes, consider­
ing the nature of the soil, which is very bad. 

14562. Would you be surprised to hear that we have come upon a 
great number of people iu Skye who pay more thau £5 , and are barely 
able to keep two cows, and have no sheep or horse ?—"We ourselves could 
not keep one cow for all that grows out of the ground. 

14563. What do you think would be a fair sum for you to pay for the 
ground you have?—I would take one-third off. 

14564. What is the most rent that anybody pays in Breasclete?—£4. 
14565. How many cows does that man keep?—Three or four cows and 

young beasts, and about twelve sheep. 
14566. Do all the Breasclete people complain of want of food for their 

cattle, the same as yourself ?—Yes, and of scarcity of land as well. 
14567. Where do they all get food for their cattle?—-If they cannot 

get fodder, they must buy food for them. 
14568. What kind of food?—They buy some stuff from the mill,— 

meal-du3t. 
14569. Is that the only kind of food they give them, besides fodder 

and grass ?—Sometimes we give them meal; and when we are not able to 
buy anything at all for them, then they and we must want. 

14570. Where does the corn come from out of which this bran is made? 
!—It comes off everything we grind. 

14571. So it Ì3 the produce of Breasclete, after all, that feeds your 
cows?—Yes, it Ì3 only one-third of that meal-dust that comes to us. 
Three shares go to the miller himself. 

14572. How long does the corn you raise support your family?—I 
only send a boll of oats and a boll of barley to the mill every year. 

14573. Then do you buy meat all the rest of the year?—Yes. 
14574. How long do the potatoes generally last when it is a tolerably 

good year ?—They carry us through the winter, along with other things, 
iu a good year. 

14575. How long did they last this year?—We bade farewell to tliem 
this year at the time of lifting them. 

14576. Have you no potatoes now to eat?—No. 
14577. What is the food of the people of Breasclete at present ? What 

do they take in the mornings?—Meal from Stornoway. 
14578. What is their breakfast?—Some porridge, and some more or 

less of bread, just as it comes. 
14579. Do they take any tea?—Every one that can. 
14580. What do they take to dinner?—The one that can have tea will 

have it. There is no milk. 
14581. What do they take with the tea for dinner ? —Bread. 
14582. Anything else?—Those who fish may have mow; or less of fish. 
14583. Do not most of the Breasclete people fish?—There are three 

large boats fishing out of the township. 
14584. How many small ones ?—One. 
14585. Are there only three boats in the whole'village?—There are 

four fishing this year. 
14586. How many men to each?—Eight. 
14587. To whom do the boats belong?—Three of them belong to Mr 
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Smith, fish-curer, Stornoway, and the fourth belongs to a native of the LEWIS. 
place. 

1458S. How are the men paid upon these boats by Mr Smith?—The BREASCLETE-
boats are his. and they give him the fish. j 0 j m Jiaciver. 

14589. Wli.it pay do they get?—-He gives them so inuch per ling,— 
tenpencc or a shilling. A cod counts half a ling,—fivepence or sixpeuce. 

14590. Who pays for the lines they use?—The fishermen themselves. 
14591. Do they buy them from the fish-curer?—Yes. 
14592. When does lis accouut to them for the fish they get?—At 

Martinmas; but he supplies them with meal when they are working. 
14593. Do they know at the commencement of the season what the 

price of the fish is to be ?—Sometimes they do, and sometimes not. 
14594. Has he accounted to them yet for the fishing of this year1?—No, 

there has been no settlement yet, but he is providing them with meal 
meanwhile. 

14595. What does he charge for meal?—I cannot say : I never worked 
for him. 

14593. What are you paying for meal just now ?—Eighteen shillings to 
£1 per boll. 

14597. Mr Cameron.—You said you would like the rent of your croft 
reduced by one third,—that is, from 25s. to 17s. Supposing the other 
17s. were taken away also, and you had your croft rent free, would you 
live comfortably upon it?—It would not be proper that I should ask it for 
nothing. 

14598. Bat is the size of your croft, and the productiveness of it, each 
that if you sat upon it rent free you could live upon it and be comfort­
able ?—No. 

14599. There is nothing said in your paper, but in the other paper the 
crofters ask that they should get assistance of Government in building 
houses and in stocking new crofts. Do you agree with that ?—Yes, if we 
could get it without any difficulty about it. 

14600. In this paper of yours there are a number of grievances, but 
you do not ask for any particular remedy. Do you and your fellow-
crofters wish to get larger holdings, in the same way as the crofters in 
other townships have asked for them ?—Yes; the thing of all others that 
I want is more land. 

14GO1. Then do you wish that, in order to stock that land'and build 
comfortable houses, you should obtain Government assistance, or would 
you be able to do it yourselves?—If they got more land, and if for the 
term of two years they got assistance, which they themselves might pay 
back afterwards by instalments, they could manage. If they got more 
land to work, it would be of the utmost service to them. They would be 
able to get increased stock as well as more produce. 

14602. Tlie Chairtnan.—Have you got a road near Breasclete?—Yes. 
14603. Who made the road?—It is a kind of a road; we made it 

ourselves. 
14604. Is it a good road?—-It is not what I call a good road. 
14605. Did the proprietor contribute anything to make the road?—I 

cannot say for certain, unless the assistance we got this year can be held 
as a contribution towards it. The greater part of the work upon the 
road was done this year. 

14606. Did you receive any money wages for making the road?—No, 
no money wages as yet. 

14607. Has the proprietor built any dykes or made any improvements 
about the place ?—No; as many march fences as are set up were built by 
ourselves. 

http://Wli.it
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LEWIS. 14608. You said there were twenty-five families of cottars who were a 
burden to the crofters. Are these twenty-five families almost all relatives 

BREASCLETE. o f t h e c r o f f c e r s - _ T u e v a r e aii relatives of one or other of the crof ter3. 
John Maciver. 14609. Are some of them sons or grandsons of crofters?—In some case3 

there are three married couples in the same house. 
14610. Then do these cottars, who you said were a burden to the 

crofters, sometimes assist their parents or other relations, or do the 
parents and relations always support them?—They mutually assist each 
other. 

14611. Are mauy of these twenty-five families of cottars engaged in 
fishing?—Not the majority, but some of them are. 

14612. Do any of them go round to the east coast fishing?—Yes. 
14613. Mr Fraaer Mackintosh.—Did yon say that oats were ground at 

this mill here, the produce of Breasclete?—Yes, it is there we grind all the 
oats we have. 

14614. Is this part of the Lewis quite capable of growing oats?—Yes, 
oats will grow. 

14615. To advantage?—It depends on the soil in which they are; 
sometimes they yield an average crop. 

14616. In several places which we have visited among the Western 
Islands we were told the land would not grow oats at all. Does that 
apply to this neighbourhood ?—Some of the ground in this district also, 
though it may grow oats, will yield no fruit, but in others it is different. 
I t depends en the soil in which they are. 

14617. Do most of the crofters in Breascleto grow some oats, as you 
do ?—Yes, most of them do. 

DONALD MARTIN, Crofter and Mason, Tolsta (61)—examined. 

1461S. The Chaii-man.—Were you freely elected a delegate ?—Yes. 
14619. How many people were present when you were elected?—A 

good many of the inhabitants were present. 
14620. Will you make a statement on behalf of the people of Tolsta? 

—I do not intend to say much. The substance of what I have to say on 
behalf of the people is, that there is plenty of land under sheep and deer, 
which might make them comfortable. I have seen the people reduced to 
such poverty that they were obliged to feed themselves upon dulse from the 
shore, and a drink of hot milk after it, which if they had not of their 
own they got from their neighbours. I do not refer to this present year 
as yet, but I have seen that in year3 not long back. I see them now 
reduced to such a hard condition that I can compare them to nothing but 
the lepers at the gite of Samaria,—death before them and death behind 
them. I see no prospect of improvement of their condition. If one tack 
is set free, another tacksman comes into it, to confront the [people as the 
Philistines did who came out to battle with the people of Israel. It 
astonishes me to see that the proprietor takes any pleasure in the condi­
tion of the hornless sheep compared with that of men ; and I see nothing 
for it now but that the sheep and the deer should be sent away, or the 
people be sent away out of the kingdom. The old people cannot be sent 
away without the young people. It is only the young people who can go, 
and it is only they who support the old people. If the young people go, 
the old people will die; and it is hard for them to see the sheep and the 
deer enjoying the price of their fathers' blood. I have not much more to 
say. 

Donald 
Martin. 
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14621. Sir Kenneth Mackenzie.—If the land which is now under tack LEWIS 
were given to the crofters here, would they be able to take over the _ 
tacksman's stock ?—-They certainly could not. BREASCLE: 

14622. What would you propose to be done with the tacksmans' stock? Donald 
—Sell it to the drovers. Martin. 

14623. And how do ynu propose that the people are to stock these 
lands'?—If they got good land on which they could work to advantage, 
the produce of their land would enable them to purchase stock. 

14624. Do you think that the kind of stock which the crofters keep is 
as profitable as the kind of stock the tacksmen keep ?—It is not, and 
cannot be. One of the sheep of the tacksmen is worth three of our 
sheep. 

14625. Then, if you caunot keep a stock so profitable as the tacksman's 
stock, can you pay a rent at all to be compared with what the tacksmen 
pay ?—If we got their land, our stock would be better. 

14626. If you could not take the tacksmen's stock over, what kind of 
stock would you put on the ground? —The stqck that we have would 
improve when it got the chance. 

14627. Would the sheep become hornless sheep in time?—Yes, when 
they got hornless rams, they would become cross in time. 

14628. If you got these lands, would you be able to build houses on 
them yourselves?—We could. Last spring I began to waken up stones 
to erect a new house, but my son said lie was going to the States, which 
put a stop to my proceedings. 

14629. Are you employed to build houses by the crofters?—I did at 
one time, but they have become too poor now. I used to go working 
throughout the Lewis and Harris, and also to the east coast fishing, but I 
have ceased to do so now. Since I married I have spent £350 on meal. 

14630. What do you charge for building a house?—I had such a mind 
that it was not the same price I charged everybody. The Scripture says, 
' Rob not the poor man because he is poor,' and I endeavoured to act 
upon that. 

14631. What do you charge a man who is not too poor and not too 
rich?—-For the gable and the dwelling part of the house, 12 feet in 
length, I charge £2, and I feed myself. 

14632. Do you or the people gather the stones?—Themselves. 
14633. What would it cost a poor man to build a house, besides the 

£2 he pays to the mason ?—It would cost accordiug as the stones were 
convenient or not. 

14634. Do you know the township of Kirkibost?—Yes. 
14635. The houses there built of late years, do you know what they 

cost the people on an average?—I do not know what they cost. I 
built only one house there. To build a house of 60 feet in length would 
cost, including the quarrying of the stones, not less than £10 . 

14636. Does that 60 feet include the barn and byre?—It is the 
whole walls of the house. 

14637. Can you tell me what is the cost of the roof, doors, and parti­
tions ?—I do not know what the wood would cost from Stomoway ; but 
drift wood comes ashore here sometimes, which is roofing, and if it were 
abundant the wood would not cost nearly so much as it otherwise would. 

14638. Is the wood never supplied by the proprietor?—I cannot say, 
but it may have been given to the people that asked for it. 

14639. Don't you know what the custom of the estate is?—I do not 
know. 

14640. What are the wages of masons in this island at the present 
time ?—-From 3s. 6d. to 5s. 
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LEWIS. 14641. Professor MaJcinnon.—How many families have you got in the 
township of Tolsta ?—Fifty-six, I believe. 

REAscLETE. 14,542. How many crofts ?—Twenty-nine. 
Donald 14643. So there are nearly twice the uumhsr of families that there are 
Martin. of crofts ?—Yes. 

14644. How did that stats of matters come about1?—It came from the 
multiplying of the people ; and perhaps a man whose reut was £2 had 
the sum spread over three families. 

14645. But the people multiply in other places as well, and the like of 
this does not occur?—I believe that if we had had English teachers 
instead of Gaelic teachers, which was all we used to have, probably I 
myself would not have been where I am, and others besides me. 

14646. Have you English teachers now?—We have, but the people are 
not satisfied with the school. 

14647. Do you expect that the influence of the English teachers now 
will partly at least remedy the state of matters in the future in Tolsta 1— 
It is only up to the age of fourteen that their parents are obliged to keep 
them at school, and they cannot give them any more schooling after that 
or send them to college. 

14648. Your son told you last spring that he was going away to the 
States. Has he got an English education ?—Yes, as much at any rate as 
would enable him to make his way through the world. 

14649. Do you agree thai it was a wise step on his part to leave 
Tolsta and go away to the States?-—He thinks so himself. 

14650. But seeing how affairs are in Tolsta, and how poor the people 
are, don't you think it was wise in him to risk it?—I believe he would 
have gone before now but for his affection for his parents, whose only 
support he is. 

14651. Perhaps he can support them quite as well from America as if 
he had remained in this country ?—Yes, for ought I know, fortune might 
so far befriend him, but death might come upon him also. 

14652. You stated at the outset that the land that ought to belong to 
the people was now under sheep and deer. That is the cry all over 
the place. Do you think there is plenty of land under sheep and deer to 
give a sufficient amount of land to all the people of this parish, so as to 
make them comfortable?—I know the whole of this parish. I have 
walked over it more than once. I do not know if it would be improper 
for me to say it, but as the Queen of Sheba said when she came to visit 
Solomon, that all she had heard was nothing to what she had seen, so 
would any one say who had walked over the land of this parish, and seen 
how much of it is under sheep and deer. 

14653. Taking the ground that the people of Tolsta have just now, 
arable land and moorland pasture, how many families would it support ?— 
Twenty. 

14654. And there are fifty-six?—Yes. 
14655. Do you think that the places that are under sheep and deer in 

the parish would provide room for two-thirds of the people of the parish ? 
•—Yes, and more. 

14656. So you are quite satisfied in your own mind, that if the people 
were spread over the parish, there is land enough for them ?—I am certain 
of it, for there were no poor in the parish thirty-five years ago. The poor 
were then three times as well off as they are now. 

14657. If they got this land, would they be prepared to pay reasonable 
rent for it?—Certainly, and it would be easy to pay reasonble rent 
compared with the amount of money we spend on meal. 

14658. You said already that not many of the people would be able to 
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put the necessary stock upon the land?—I said they could not buy LEWIS, 
stock. 

14659. How would they be able to pay rent until their own stock BREASCI-ET 

would increase ?—They could pay the rent by the money they make at Donald 
the lobster fishing, long line fishing, and east coast fishing. Martin. 

14660. During these years they would not be able to give as much time 
to the lobster and east coast fishing as they do now, because they would have 
to work some of their own land, and how would they be able to pay the rent 
when they are now so poor?—I understand that quite well, but when they 
would get good land it would bring forth crop for them, and though they 
should be behind for two years, they would afterwards make up for it 
when it produced good crops, so that two rents could be easier then to 
pay than one at the beginning. 

14661. You think then that the people would see that their circum­
stances would in a few years be improved so much that they would 
meanwhile work all the harder ?—They could not work any harder than 
they are doing at present. 

14662. But you think, if they got over the first two years, they could 
manage ?—I believe they would be all right then, if a year such as this 
last one would not come upon them. 

14663. And you think that the giving of the land to the people of the 
parish would remedy the condition of the whole parish a3 well as the 
people of Tolsta?—It would, and it would do good to the whole country. 

14664. And that no other remedy would be required?—I do not know 
anything else that would so improve the condition of the people as to 
give them plenty of land. 

14665. Mr Cameron.—If they could pay the rent of the new land which 
you wish them to get by lobster and other fishing after two years, why 
cannot they now buy meal from money obtained in the same way ?—It is 
a hardship to them, because they have no profit out of the ground at 
present. However little a bit of land a man may have, he must attend 
to it and work it just the same as it were a larger and better croft. 

14666. Do you find the fishing here profitable?—Some years it is 
profitable, other years it is not. 

14667. Do you yourself prosecute fishing here?—I sometimes fish 
myself. 

14668. Do you fish in company with others?—I do not fish now; my 
son fishes. 

14669. Do the people in your township fish?—Yes; some of them 
have gone away already to Shetland. 

14670. How many boats ?—There are only two boats this year belong­
ing to the place, but some of them fish in boats belonging to Loch 
Carloway. 

14671. Do the boats belong to themselves, or to the fish-curers?— 
Some of them are their own, and some of them belong to the fish-
curers. 

14672. Do the two boats you mentioned belong to the people them­
selves ?—Only two boats belong exclusively to the Tolsta people. 

14673. Then they have nothing to do with the fish-curers?—Yes, they 
have to do with the fish-curers. Most of them are employed in boats 
belonging to the fish-curers. 

14674. Then do I understand that in Tolsta there are two sets of 
people, some of whom have boats of their own, and the rest fish in boats 
belonging to the fish-curers ?— There are sixteen men who in company 
have these two boats of their own. 

14675. How many people in Tolsta fish in boat3 belonging to the fish-
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LEWIS, curers ?—These two boats belong to the fish-curers, as well as the other 
one3. 

EASCLETE. 1 4 6 7 ( - gut you said just now that they belong to the people them-
Donald selves ?—What I mean is that these two boats are kept at Tolsta. There 
Martin. are five men who own a boat of their own. 

14677. Did you hear the evidence given by the last witness on the 
subject of fishiug ?—I did. 

14678. Are the arrangements between the people who fish from Tolsta 
and the fish-curers the same as those described in the evidsnce given by 
the previous witness ?—I believe so. 

24679. In answer to a question, you said there was an immense 
quantity of land in this parish under sheep and deer. Do you know at 
all the proportion which is under sheep and deer, compared with that 
which is occupied by crofters ?—-I do not know what the measure of tho 
land is respectively, but I know from walking over it—at least it is my 
belief—that there is more of the land uuder sheep aud deer than under 
the possession of crofters. 

14680. How much more, do you thiuk?—I cannot say. 
14681. Were you at the meeting yesterday which we had in Meavaig? 

—I did not hear the figures mentioned by the factor. 
14652. Did you hear afterwards that we had it given us in evidence 

from the Ordnance map that there are 63,000 acres of land belongiug tc 
the crofters, and 56,000 acres under sheep and deer altogether ?—I am 
not going to say anything against that; what has been measured nobody 
cau contradict. 

14653. Mr Frascr Mackintosh.—What parish are we in just now, and 
what parish have you been speaking of?—Uig. 

14654. You say you have travelled over the parish, and know it well; 
do you know that, whether the lands held by the crofters are bigger or 
less than those under sheep and deer, the parts held by the tacksmen are 
the best parts ?—The land that 13 uuder sheep and deer is like food with 
kitchen, and the land that the crofters have is like food without kitchen. 

14685. You were asked what you would do with the stocks of the large 
farmers in the event of the laud being divided, and you said, ' Sell them 
' to the drovers.' I ask you now, would it be necessary to purchase the 
deer ? Would the crofters keep the deer ?—There were deer before there 
was any tack in the parish. 

14686. But if the crofters got the land with the deer, would they keep 
it as a deer forest ?—The grass weuld keep up the deer j it is not the 
people that would. 

14687. What stock would they put upon the land now occupied by tho 
deer?—Sheep, and cattle in summer. 

146S8. They would not keep the deer, in fact?—They were kept there 
before. 

14689. You have said something about the Gaelic, and complained that 
formerly they were not taught English. Is that correct?—When I was 
young we had only Gaelic in the school at Tolsta, but we had an English 
school after that from the Free Church Ladies' Association. 

14690. You would not like that Gaelic should be done away with 
altogether, would you 1—I would not by any means; but I wish that the 
English should be taught, and they would learn the Gaelic along 
with it. 

14691. Where are they learning Gaelic at this time?—There is a 
Sabbath school in which they are taught Gaelic. 

14692. Do most of the children attend that?—Yes; the church is near 
them. 
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14693. Do you approve of Gaelic being taught, so that they may read LEWIS. 
the Bible in their mother tongue?—I think so. 

14694. Now, do you represent the feelings of the whole people of ASCLI 

Tolsta in their demand to get enlarged holdings and some permanency in Donald 
their possession ?—I speak for the island of Lewis as well. Martin. 

14695. Their minds are set upon it?—Yes. ' Love your neighbour as 
' yourself.' 

14696. With reference to the question, whether or not the crofters have 
capital to stock the land, supposing there was a widow who had a little 
money, and there was a man who had only his own hands, would not the 
man who was able to work be as able to take a larger croft ?—Just as 
well. 

DONALD MACDONALD, Crofter and Fisherman, Dun of Carloway 
(50)—examined. 

14697. TIte Chairman.—Have you been freely elected by the people Donald 
of Dun of Carloway ]—Yes. Macdonal 

14698. Have you got a statement to make to the Commission?—Yes, a 
verbal statement. 

14699. Will you be so good as to make it?—We, the people of Dun 
of Carloway, were in a township at the other end of the parish of Uig, 
called Mangersta. Now, a shepherd lives there. Our ancestors were 
there for 110 years. It was as good land as was in the whole country 
side, but the sea destroyed their crofts now and again. No tacksman in 
the country would have cows and sheep better than ours, or that would 
secure higher prices at market. We were thus enabled to keep ourselves 
going from year to year without falling into any debt whatever. In one 
year, in particular, our crofts were destroyed by the sea, and we asked the 
Rev. Mr Campbell, the Free Church minister of Uig, to speak to Sir 
James Matheson in order to get an exchange from Mangersta, where we 
were, to Dun of Carloway, where we now are. This township of Dun of 
Carloway was for the space of nineteen years before that under sheep. A 
tacksman gave up the place that year. The proprietor had brought in 
five parks before that time above the dwelling-houses, right across the 
township. There was a slated house, a barn, and a byre built there. 
When we went to arrange with Mr Munro, the chamberlain, about an 
exchange of township, this matter of the parks and the steading stood in 
the way of our being able to agree. We returned to Mangersta, a distance 
of thirty miles, on foot, without coming to terms. Then we were asked 
to go to Stornoway. We went to Stomoway, and agreed there; and Mr 
Mackay, our present chamberlain, was witness of our agreement. He 
gave us the township as it was held by the previous tenant, with the 
exception of four out of five of the parks and the steading—that is, the 
slated house, the byre, and the barn. We were afraid that people might 
come and occupy these parks, and that to our injury, and because we 
knew what set of people the shepherds were long before—what a bad set 
they were—we were afraid of them. He promised to us that these parks 
and that steading would not stand in our way in any way whatever, and 
that he would fence them round, so that what was within the fence would 
be within and what would be without the fence would be without. There 
were two men sent from Gara-na-hine, who got one of these parks to each 
man. The fence was never set up. It has not been put up to this day. 
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LEWIS. These two men began to pasture their stock upon our grazings for which 
~~~~ W3 paid rent. Mr Manro, the chamberlain, gave us a written agreement. 

When these two men from Gara-na-hine began to encroach upon us with 
Donald their cattle, we went to the chamberlain. The first thing ho asked us was 

Macdonald, to produce the written agreement. Well, the agreement was sent for and 
produced. He read the paper to us Mangersta people aud the two Gara-
na-hine people as well. When he read the paper, he told those two men 
that they had nothing to get except those two parks. The two men said 
that if they got nothing but that they might as well go away. Mr Munro 
told them that was the agreement, and if they were not pleased with it to 
go. He put the agreement into his pocket, and we have not seen it since. 

147OO. How many years is it since all this occurred?—We came eleven 
years ago, and this occurred about eight years ago. 

1-4701. Does the same difficulty still exist, or have you settled it?— 
The end of it is, that these two men with all their stock are still a burden 
upon us and upon our grazings, with the authority of the proprietor. Our 
land pasture up to one hundred sheep in winter, and they have reduced 
to such an extent that no one can believe what a state of poverty we have 
been brought into. 

14702. When you came to the farm of Dun from Mangersta you found 
Dun had been under a tack. What was the rent paid by the tacksman for 
Dun?—About £80 . 

14703. How much is paid now under the crofters ?—If you include 
these two Gara-na-hine men of whom I have spoken 

14704. Excluding these two men?—The crofters pay about £75, exclu­
sive of these two men. 

14705. How much do these men pay?—They pay £9 between them. 
The ground officer has the rest, the house and steading, and two of the 
parks, but I don't know how much he pays. The ground officer has not 
injured us in any way. 

14706. The ground officer lives in a good house, and has two gooc 
parks ?—Yes. 

14707. How many parks had these two men?—A park each. 
14708. About how much is each park?—About six acres. 
14709. What class of men are these two men ? Are they just crofters 

like yourselves?—They are the same, except that they have money. 
14710. What stock do these two men keep?—One of them has over 

forty sheep, and the other has nearly forty sheep. They have each one 
horse, and each have six or seven heads of cattle. 

14711. And your complaint is that these two men are allowed to run 
their cattle and their sheep upon the common pasture, which ought to bo 
reserved for the crofters alone?—That is our complaint. 

14712. But do you complain that they are allowed to run any cattle or 
any sheep, or is the complaint that they run too many of both kin Js ?— 
Our complaint is twofold. We consider they have no right to put any 
stock there, and at any rate they have too much stock there. We think 
cur own stock could overstock it. 

14713. How many crofters are there now paying rent outside of those 
two ?—Twenty-one are on the rent roll. 

14714. How many complete crofts are there ?—There is one upon which 
there are four families, and there are two subdivided—under twenty-one 
families. 

14715. Have you a full croft or half a croft?—A full croft. 
14716. About what extent of arable ground have you?—Judging by 

the size of these parks which are said to contain six acres, my croft would 
be about three years. 



Minutes of Evidence. 0-13 

14717. What stock do you keep?—I have no sheep at all. I have one LEWI.-:. 
cow and two young ones; I have no horse. — 

14718. Is that your summing, or is it what you actually possess?—The ' 
summing would be three milk cows, three stirks, and fifteen sheep. Donald 

14719. Do any of the crofters possess that amount of stock]—Yes, but Macdonald, 
there is some of them who pay £6 of rent. 

14720. How much is the rent for the summing of three cows, three 
stirks, and fifteen sheep ?—£3 of bare rent is my own croft, for which that 
is the summing. 

14721. Why have you got no sheep ?—The excellent sheep which I had 
In Maugersta, nineteen in number, I brought there, and they all died on 
tliat ground. I have not been able to buy any since that time. 

14722. Have you represented to the factor your claim that these two men 
should not put any stock on the pasture ?—We have twice sent a petition 
to Stornoway. 

14723. What answer does the factor give?—I could not exactly say 
what answer we got, but we did not get the pasture. 

14724. Is this question of the pasture your only complaint, or have you 
any other complaint ?—This is the only complaint for which I was sent 
here. 

14725. The Chairman.—Have you anything else to state?—I have to 
say that there are very many people upon our places. There are twenty-
seven crofters there to-day. I don't see how they can live at all. It is 
sufficiently plain that they cannot live by the fishing, and that they cannot 
live by the amount of land they have. 

14726. How many families are there altogether upon your township? 
•—Twenty-six or twenty-seven. 

14727. Including the two men who have parks?—Yes, but excluding 
the ground officer. 

14728. Are there any cottars or dependants?—There are not any 
without more or less of land, but there are some on the land not on the 
rent roll. 

14729. When you came to Dun from Mangersta did the proprietor assist 
to build your new houses?—Not a penny. 

14730. Did you bring the wood for the roofs with you?—Yes, and it 
was a difficult task. 

14731. Has the proprietor done any improvements in building dykes or 
anything else'.—Nothing whatever since we came there. He built fences 
round the parks of the ground officer, but none round us. 

14732. Were those fences put up during the tack, or during the crofters 
time?—The dykes were built before we came. 

14733. Have any of the people availed themselves of the regulations of 
the estate with the respect to building better houses ?—We built houses as 
well as we could. We know the regulations of the estate on that matter, 
and we built the houses as well as we were able. 

14734. But have any of them since availed themselves of the printed 
regulations in regard to building better houses or improving houses ?— 
These regulations were read to us four years ago, and since that time we 
have improved our dwelling-houses to some extent. 

MURDO MACDONALD, Crofter and Fisherman, Tobson, Berneray (49)— 
examined. 

14735. The Chairman.—Have you been freely elected delegate ?—Yes. Murdo 
Macdonald. 
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LEWIS. 14736. How many people were present at your election?—About half 
as many as the place could hold. 

SBEASCLETE. 1 4 7 3 7 > will you make a statement to the Commissioners?—! have to 
Mcurdo tell about the poverty of the township of Tobson, and the causes that have 
Madonald. led to it. In the time of our fathers there were eight tenants at Tobson, 

and they had Bosta besides and hill pasture also. That was in the time 
of the fathers of those who are there now, more than sixty years ago, but 
soma of those who were cultivating the land are there still. 

14738. At Tobson ?—Yes. 
The rent they paid was £S altogether for the eight tenants. They had 

then cattle, horses, and sheep. Then commenced the depopulation of the 
island and the putting in of sheep and shepherds on the top of the people. 

14739. Sir Kenneth Mackenzie.—-How long since1?—I cannot give the 
date, but it is a good while since. 

14740. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—Wras it in Sir James Matheson's time? 
—I think it wa3 before Sir James's time. The island was then filled 
with people coming from other places. The people of Kirkibost and 
Hacleit were sent in upon us. There are now twenty-five crofters in the 
township, and twenty without land at alL The rent of the township Ì3 
£89, 10s., without Bosta. There was some hill pasture, but the half was 
taken away. A dyke was erected between us and the land of Bosta whicli 
our fathers had. 

14741. T/ie Chairman.—What is Bosta now?—It is part of the tack of 
Mr Mackenzie of Linshader and that wall separates us from our old 
burying-place. There is no gate there for us to carry our dead through, 
and we have to carry them over the wall, were the snow ever so deep. 
There was a fishing harbour formerly at Bosta, which is now useless—cut 
away from the people who used it before—and there are no people to make 
use of it. 

14742. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—I understand you to say that you are 
cut off because it is within the dyke ?—Yes. 

14743. Tlie Chairman.—Can you not make use of the harbour ?—It is 
too far away from us to make any use of it. We have a small anchorage 
at Tobson, but not so good as the old one. The half of the whole pasture 
our fathers had was taken from us. That was done in my father's time, 
—I cannot give the date. Mr Smith was the ground officer at the time. 
After a few years we were not allowed to go to that hill pasture at all, or 
make any use of it. 

14744. Sir Kenneth Mackenzie.—Are you deprived of hill pasture 
altogether now?—It was given back to us again. I do not know how, but 
we were allowed to resume the use of that hill pasture. After that, when 
we got it back again, we were obliged to erect a dyke between ourselves 
aud the deer forest Then another piece of hill pasture was offered to us 
iu exchange for our former one, and we had to build seven miles of dyke 
round it. The shepherds got hold of our sheep whenever they strayed and 
poinded them, and then sent them to Stornoway, and sold them. We used 
to follow our sheep to Stornoway, and bring them back home, and then the 
shepherds took from us one after another of the sheep that we retained. 
I have myself seen the fire of a man put out at Bosta, and he sent away to 
Shawbost, who was not a penny in arrears. The man himself never did 
any good afterwards. 

14745. Was this after the people were removed from Bosta ?—It was 
before they were removed by Mr Mackenzie. 

14746. Before the tenants were removed from Bosta, how many families 
were there in Tobson and Bosta ?—I think there were nine families in Bosta. 
I cannot remember how many there were in Tobson. 
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14747. I suppose there were about the same number in Tobson that LEWIS, 
there are to-day ?—About the same number. _. ~ 

1-1748. Was it to Kirkibost that the Tobson people were sent?—Yes. ' 
14749. Did Mr Mackenzie of Linshader exchauge Kirkibost for Bosta? Murdo 

—Yes. Macdonald. 
14750. And the nine families from Bosta were rather bettered in 

circumstances by coming to Kirkibost 1—It gave them more room than 
they had in Bosta. 

14751. Did the people of Tobson hope to get the land of Bosta for them­
selves when the Bosta people were removed from it?—Wre were desirous of 
getting it. 

14752. They had no promise of it?—No. 
14753. Did they ask for it?—We sent a petition to the chamberlain and 

to her Ladyship, but we got no answer. * 
14754. Then the removal of the Bosta people has been good for them, 

but prejudicial to the Tobson people ?—Yes. It was injurious to the people 
of Tobson, because the cows of the Bosta people trespassed upon our lands 
back and forward. 

14755. If this dyke were not between Tobson and Bosta, would the people 
use the port at Bosta still ?—We would make use of it still in very wild 
nights, when it was desirable to get to the nearest landing place, but as there 
are no houses there we prefer to get to the nearest point to our homes. 

14756. Then, if there was a gate to the burial-ground, your objection to 
the dyke would be pretty well removed ?—There would need to be a dyke 
between us and the shepherds, at any rate, so long as there are shepherds 
there. 

14757. Is the hill pasture which you have got now in exchange for what 
you gave up as good as what you gave up ?—Not at all. 

14758. Who has got the old hill pasture?—It is in the deer forest. 
14759. How long is it since this was added to the deer forest ?—I think 

about eleven years, f 
147GO. How long did it take to put this wall of seven miles around your 

new pasture?—We raised it in the course of the winter and the spring of 
the first year, because until we raised it we could not put any beasts upon 
the hill; we were not allowed. Nobody was allowed to go out with his 
boat to fish at all till that dyke was finished. We ourselves made that 
regulation that nobody should go out to fish, or send his wife anywhere, till 
that dyke was finished. J 

14761. What rent do these twenty-five crofters now pay?—£89, 10s. 
14762. Is that equaUy spread over them all?—No. Some of them are 

paying a little above £ 1 ; the highest rent, so far as I know, is £6 . 
14763. What is your own rent?—£4, besides taxes. 
14764. What stock do you keep ?—I have two cows, one stirk, and seven 

sheep. 
14765. Is the £4 your own rent, or the rent of yourself and your 

brother ?—That is between myself and my brother. 
14766. Has your brother the same stock as you have ?—Yes, he keeps 

the same stock. 
14767. Do you send your cows to the mainland pasture in the 

summer time to the sheilings ?—Yes, we would have none if we did not 
do so. 

14767.* When do you send your cows to the sheiling ?—We send our 
sheep ashore the first week of summer, and we send our cattle ashore at 
the end of the first month of summer; that is, about the end of this 
week. 

14768. How long do they remain there?—TiH the end of summer. 
* See Appendix A, XLI, p. 158. t Ibid, p. 158. % ^id p. 159. 

3 o 



946 Highlands and Islands Commission. 

LEWIS. 14769. Both cattle and sheep?—The sheep remain tiU the end of 
autumn. 

BREASCLETE. ^ - ^ - g ^ ^ & - ^ ^ ^ g b e e p 1 _ Y e s . 

Murdo 14771. Do the women go with the cattle to the sheilings?—Yes. 
Macdonald. 14772. Do they stop there through the summer ?—Yes. 

14773. Without going home ?—The whole time. 
14774. How do they spend their time there ?—We bring food to them 

by boat. 
14775. Do they make butter and cheese?—Those that can make butter 

and cheese; those that cannot must do without. 
14776. If the cows do not givft milk, what is the use of the women 

going there ?—It is hoped they will have milk yet, if they have not now. 
14777. Do they bring the milk home, and take food with them?—We 

go for it, and bring it. 
14778. Are they all in one sheiling?—Sometimes two crofters have 

one sheiling between them, and sometimes one has the whole sheiling to 
himself. 

14779. Are the cattle housed there, or only the women?—The cattle 
are out at night. 

14780. Are you a fisherman ?—Yes. 
14781. Have you a boat of your own1?—No. 
14782. Do you fish for hire?—I fish as one of the crew of a boat 

belonging to a curer. 
14783. What pay do you get for it ?—Some years eightpence and some 

years ninepence, one shilling at the most, for ling; and sometimes they 
will not take the cod from us at all; they don't think it worth having, 
but if we take it to them they wiU give fourpence for it. 

14784. Are the cod not of good quality here?—They are good in the 
winter. 

14785. Are the ling good all the year?—Yes. 
14786. When do you get payment from the curer?—We often have to 

get it before we earn it. 
14787. That is to say, you get advances from the curer?—Our 

accounts are made up at HaUoween, but we get payment beforehand from 
him in meal. 

14788. Have you drawn much meal this year?—Yes. I have 
purchased eighteen bolls this season, between what I bought and what I 
got. 

14789. What did you pay for what you bought?—The curer charges 
twenty-four shillings a boll. 

14790. Is it from the curer that you got what you bought ?—I did not 
buy it all from him. 

14791. What did you pay when yon bought it elsewhere?—Nineteen 
shillings, and the best £ 1 . 

14792. Is the curer's meal this year twenty-four shillings?—I do not 
know what it will be this year. 

14793. When will you know what it will be this year?—About 
Halloween, when we make up accounts. 

14794. Will you not know the prices of the ling till then1?—I do not 
know the least what prices we will get this year. 

14795. What curer have you been fishing to lately ?—Hector Mathieson, 
in Valtos. 

14796. Have you been long fishing for him?—Yes, four or five years. 
14797. Has he settled with you every year at HaUoween?—Yes. 
14798. Are you told each year at that time how you stand with him ?— 

Yes. 
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14799. Have you ever had money to get from him?—I had money to LEWIS, 
get from him the last year at any rate. _ 

14800. And when you did not have money to get from him, did you 
feel bound to fish for him the next season ?—He does not bind himself, Murdo 
but I consider myself under obligation, if I am in debt to him, to fish for Macdonald. 
him. 

14801. Although the price of the fish is not fixed, and the prices of the 
advances of meal is not fixed?—I do not see it to be my duty, though 
poverty compels me to do so. 

148U2. Do you know of any case here where people have made as 
much money by the fishing as would enable them to buy boats for 
themselves ?—I do not think I know of any, but they did clear off or 
made money enough to pay for boats that the curers had given them. 

14803. Are these people now fishing with their own boats?—The only 
oue in our place that I knew who did so is not able to make use of the boat 
now. He has nobody to assist him with his land. 

14804. Would it not be worth his while to hire labour to assist him 
with his land ?—I don't know. 

14805. What extent of land has that man got?—His rent is about £4 . 
148OG. Has he enough to make him comfortable without fishing ?—He 

is one of the best off in the place whatever, but he has only a small 
family. 

14807. Do you think that the fishing might be so prosecuted by some 
of them that it might be for their advantage to give up the land, and thus 
leave more land for the others ?—Of late years fishing has fallen back. I t 
is far away from the land. We can have no living without the land, and 
plenty of the land which our fathers had in view of us,—twenty townships 
in possession of one bed-ridden man, and hundreds of us without as much 
as we can say that we have a right to. 

14808. But if you had the whole of the land that your fathers had, 
there are four families now for one there was in your father's time. How 
are all the others to be provided for'—We think, if the land were given 
ns, that we would work the land,—that we would borrow money for a few 
years, and after we had the land sufficiently stocked that we could then 
repay the money. 

14809. But you think that a man holding £ 4 of land is too much 
occupied to devote himself at all to fishing ?—When there are two able 
men in a family, they could both work the land and also the fishing. I 
have another thing that I must say—about the sportsmen. Some of us 
walking upon our own pasture have been threatened by them that if we 
did so, they would put lead into our bodies. That was done within the 
last four years. 

14810. Who was it that said so ?—That was said to Malcolm Macdonald 
of Tobson by the sportsman who was then living at Scaliscro. 

14811. The Chairman.—What is the sportsman's name?—Mr WiUiam-
eon. 

14812. Did Malcolm Macdonald complain to the factor that he was 
threatened by the sportsman ?—No. The gamekeeper said he wondered 
he did not fire at him. 

14S13. Did the man really believe that the sportsman would have fired 
at him, or did he only think he was angry?—He told me he was very 
much frightened by it. 

14814. Have you any other complaint to make of the sportsmen ?—Yes. 
I could not think of going to get heather to make ropes for thatching our 
houses, except during the week we are permitted to do so by the factor. 

14815. Sir Kenneth Mackenzie.—Where?—On our pasture. 
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LEWIS. 14816. When is that week?—A week about Lammas time. 
14817. The Chairman.—When the man was threatened by the sports-

REASCLETE. ^ ^ w a g -^ Q n -^g QWQ y - j p a s t u r e i o r w a g n e o n tQ e Sealiscro ground, 
Murdo belonging to the shooting tenant?—I could not be sure which side of the 

Iacdonald. dyke he was on. 
14818. Do you think generally that the shooting tenants are unkind to 

the people ?—We got no kindness from them better than that. 
14819. Do you know whether the shooting tenants here have sent 

considerable subscriptions this year for the relief of the poor iu their 
present distress ?—I am not aware of that. 

14820. I will let you know by-and-by how much they have sent Now 
I wish to ask you some questions about the fishing. Do the fishermen 
generally think that the curers are harsh and unjust, or do they think 
that the curers treat them with justice?—We know that the curers are 
hard upon U3. 

14821. Are the fishermen very anxious to be independent of the 
fish-curers, and have boats of their own ?—That is a thing they greatly 
desire. 

14822. If the proprietor or Government would supply them with boats 
would they endeavour to pay for these—to pay interest and repay the 
capital ?—I should think they would. 

14823. You mentioned two dykes in the course of your evidence; one 
dyke was built between Tobson and the tack of Bosta ?—The first dyke 
mentioned between Bosta and Tobson was erected by Sir James, but there 
were other two dykes we made ourselves. 

" 4824. What sort of dyke was erected by the landlord ?—A stone dyke. 
4825. Was that useful to the people of Tobson; did it do them any 

service ?—It kept our cattle from going to the other side, and cattle on 
the other side from coming to us. 

14826. Then what was the second dyke you built yourselves—not the 
dyke against the deer?—The first dyke was erected on the west side 
of the deer forest, to shut us out from the deer forest. 

14827. What sort of dyke was it?—A turf dyke; there was no stone 
to be got. 

14828. Was it made entirely by the crofters?—Yes, every bit of it. 
14829. The proprietor gave them no help?—No. 
14830. Was the object of that dyke to prevent their stock straying 

upon the deer forest ?—Yes. If any part of the dyke fell, anybody who had 
his cattle there at the shieling was obliged to remove away. 

14831. I mean, that dyke was erected not for the sake of the crofters, 
but for the sake of the deer forest ?—It was on account of the deer and 
not of the cattle. 

14832. And yet the crofters paid for the whole of it?—We did it all 
notwithstanding. 

14833. And they never had any compensation?—Nothing. 
14834. How many days' work of the community did it take to make 

this dyke ?—We spent a day in going there, and we spent a week there 
before we came home. 

14835. Then we come to the third dyke—that was the dyke seven 
miles long ?—That is the third dyke. 

14836. Was that put up for the sake of the deer forest and not for the 
sake of the crofters ?—That was also erected for the sake of the deer. 

14837. Was it entirely put up by the crofters, and did they never 
receive any compensation ?—Without any compensation. 

14838. How long did the dyke take them to make?—My brother and 
I and our servant spent ten weeks working at it. 
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14839. Did they never receive any reward or consideration for it in 
any form ?—Not the worth of one halfpenny. The only promise I heard 
made was that if we made the dyke in the course of a year, a cope or paling 
would be erected on the top of the waU for additional protection, which 
was never done. 

14840. Was that wire?—Yes, a wire fence. When any part of the 
dyke gives way now, we have to go and repair it, or pay somebody for 
doing so. 

14841. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—Is Berneray a populous island?—I 
don't know the population, but there are a considerable number. 

14S42. Is a considerable part of the island under tacksmen?—Yes, 
two good farms are in the hands of tacksmen. 

14843. Can you give U3 any ide? of the comparative division of the 
island between those two tacks and the small crofters ? Have those two 
tacks the half of the island ?—It is not the half of the island. 

14844. Nearly the half?—Yes, the crofters have three farms, and the 
3heep farmers have two. 

14845. How many out of the whole population are living on those 
two farms ?—There is nobody living on Mackenzie's farm. 

14846. How many may be upon the other?—There is one family living 
on the other. 

14847. What are the names of those two farms?—Bosta and 
Croir. 

14848. If the people got these two towns would it very much benefit 
them in their circumstances and position ?—It would be a great help to 
them, and still more if they got besides Little Berneray, which the people 
had before. 

14849. With regard to the dyke which prevents you getting into the 
burial ground, why was there not a gate left in it through which you 
could carry the bodies ?—When the dyke was being made I was working 
at it, and we made a gate for the purpose of access to the churchyard, and 
it was shut up and filled with stones, and notice was sent to us by the 
farmer of Linshader that we must fill it up. 

14850. Did you make any remonstrance to the authorities at Stornoway ? 
—I don't think so. 

14851. Are you aware that it is not lawful by the law of Scotland to 
shut up a road to a burial ground?—I did think so. 

14852. Then why did you not apply to the authorities ?—Because the 
local government was stronger than we. 

14853. In consequence of the shutting up of the wall, are you, in point 
of fact, to this day, obliged to lift the bier over the wall when you come 
to it ?—Yes, we are obliged at this time to lift the coffin up on to the wall, 
and men to stand there, with others on the other side. 

14854. Do you know whether the proprietor or those in authority were 
aware of that fact ?—I don't know. 

14855. In regard to the rent, which was originally £S, and which is 
now iucreased to £89, with great deductions taken from you, are you 
aware when the last rise took place ?—When the ground was lotted by Mr 
Cameron. 

14856. Was the rent added to considerably at that time?—The chief 
rise was before Mr Cameron's time, but it was added to in his time also, 
and the present rent was then fixed. 

14857. What is the name of the place where you have got your present 
hill pasture ?—Our first hill pasture was Bein-na-chuillein, and our present 
pasture is at Earshader. 

14858. Is your present pasture good grazing, and of considerable 

LEWIS. 

BREASCLEI 

Murdo 
Macdonald. 
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LEWIS. extent ? —It is spoiled by the number of cattle that are put upon it. The 
p people of Kirkibost and Croir have a right to pasture as well as us. 

REASCLETE. 1^859. Are the shielings of the different townships close to each other? 
Murdo —There are so many people who have a right to have them there that 

Macdonald, they must be near each other. 
14860. Have you any idea how many women and children will go there 

this year 1—There will be thirty from our own township, ten or eleven 
from Hacleit, twenty from Kirkibost, and six or seven from Breasclete. 

14861. How do the women spend the day ?—Knitting stockings, making 
shirts, caps and frocks, and such like work, and looking after the cows. 

14862. Do they keep up the old custom of meeting, when the evening 
falls, and having singing ?—The young people undoubtedly like that. 
j 14863. Have they any music except singing?—No. 

14864. In your younger days did there use to be pipe music, or anything 
of that sort ?—No. There were pipes in my father's time. 

14865. We have read in a book that when they set out for the shielings, 
they had some particular song. Was that the case here ?—No. I have 
heard of such a thing, but I cannot say anything definite about it. There 
are old people who might be able to tell. 

14866. In regard to the limitation upon pulling the heather for thatch, 
is that heather in the forest ?—We are afraid to gather heather except on 
the inside of our pasture. I repeat what I said before. We are not 
allowed to gather heather on our own hill pasture, except during one week. 

14867. Why?—It is one of the orders ot the estate, for the sake of 
sport and not disturbing the deer. 

14868. Is that restriction in the articles of lease or regulations of the 
estate ?—I think that is in the regulations. 

14869. Is it intended for the benefit of the sportsmen or for the benefit 
of the pasture ?—I cannot say why it is done. 

14870. Is there to you any sense in the regulation?—We obey it, at 
any rate. It is trying to us. 

14871. Sheriff Nicolson.—Is this the regulation to which you refer— 
rule 14—'No tenants shaU pull heather, or cut rushes, or bent, or carry 
' away the same, except on such days as shaU be appointed by the ground-
1 officer or gamekeeper of the district, and at such place as he shall point 
' out' ?—Yes. 

14872. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—You told us about a man whose fire was 
extinguished. What was his name ?—Malcolm Macdonald, Bosta. 

14873. How long ago was this?—A few years before Bosta was depopu­
lated. 

14874. Was it in consequence of the hardships he endured at that time 
that he was unable to do anything more for himself ?—I don't know he 
was personally injured in any way by the removal, but he was heart-broken 
by it—his children left him—and he never did much afterwards. 

14875. You spoke about a man who was threatened to be fired at. Is 
that man present here ?—He is at sea. There are some here who heard 
the threat. 

14876. Did the people in your township receive any of the money that 
was collected by charitable people ?— Yes, we did. 

14877. Were you satisfied with the way in which it was distributed?— 
Some were and some were not, but I was pleased, and I was in need of it, 
and am thankful to those who gave it for seed and food. But for the 
gentle-folks who did it, we would not have been alive. 

14878. The Chairman.—I think it right to tell you that the shooting 
tenants m this part of the Lewis have sent £160 to the relief fund, and 
you will find the details in this paper which I now hand to you ?—The 
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one thing we want is justice from the Queen and from her wise counsellors LEWIS. 
whom she authorizes. 

BREASCLETE. 

Murdo 
Macdonald. 

JOHN MACKENZIE, Crofter, Callernish (GO)—examined. 

14879. The Chairman.—You have a written statement ?—Yes. 'The John 
1 Callernish Crofters complain of being deprived of two points of their Mackenzie. 
• ground, namely, Orosay and Aird, since a long time, and still paying rent 
1 for it, as also muir and pasture in common given it to Carloway people. 
1 Twenty-eight crofts taken from us and others put on them, some from 
' Garrynahine, and some from Uig, and still the rent rising. Nothing but 
1 dykes on every side of us. The crofters must keep the half of them 
' up, or else the factor will take money from them at rent time for it. This 
' township's former rent was £60 ; now its £118. A few years ago, paid 
' for liberty of collecting whelks, and sending them to market south, £15 
' rent. We are living yet at Callernish that can testify on oath with clear 
' conscience that our eyes saw this taken from us, if we are wanted to do 
1 this.' 

14880. Sir Kenneth Mackenzie.—Do they gather whelks at Callernish 
yet ?—Yes, they gather all they can. They think them little enough. 

14881. Does anybody ask them rent for that right now]—I have 
not been asked to pay rent myself, but I have heard others say they have, 
and I think some of them are perhaps here. 

14882. How many families are there in Callernish?—About sixty. 
14883. Have they any other means of livelihood except this land for 

which they are paying £118?—We have nothing else to live upon here, 
except the help that some of our young people give that go fishing. 

14884. How long is it since they lost the land which is spoken of here 
as taken from them ?—I barely remember when Aird was taken from 
them. 

14885. It will be fifty years ago?—Yes. 
14886. And the rest of it was taken before that?—Yes. Orosay was 

taken from us some little time before that. 
148*7. When were these Gara-na-hine and Uig people put upon your 

crofts ?—Twenty-one years ago. 
14888. Why were they taken from Gara-na-hine and Uig?—I don't 

know. 
14889. Who got the land round Gara-na-hine and Uig?—It is now 

a part of the land of the innkeeper, and another part of it is a park occupied 
by the doctor. 

14890. How long has your rent stood at £118 ?—For a long time. 
14891. And what you want is more land at a reasonable rent I suppose % 

—Yes. We have no pasture at all, only the ground that we tiU. Our 
cow must go three miles before she can bend her head to grass. 

14892. Who has the grass above Callernish ?—It is in the hands of Mr 
Macrae. I have to say further that there was no reduction of our rent 
when the Aird was taken from as. 

14893. Then the £118 has stood since that time1?—There was no 
reduction of our rent when the Reef people was sent in upon us and the 
Aird was taken from us. There are some of us, of whom I am one, who 
have within the last thirty years, when we got these new lands, taken in 
and reclaimed new ground, which we have done our best to make produc­
tive, but we have no grass. 
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L E A V I S GEORGE SMITH, Crofter, Callernish (70)—examined. 

BREASCLETE. J4894, The Chairman.—-It is stated in the memorial submitted to us 
George Smith, from Callernish that a few years ago a charge was made for collecting 

whelks upon the shore, and that a sum of £15 was paid as rent for doing 
so. Have you any knowledge of that ?—Donald M'lver, who wrote the 
paper we have given in, has himself told me that he paid money, and 
that the sum charged for the liberty of collecting whelks was £15. 

14895. How long ago was that?—I cannot say exactly—a dozen years 
at any rate. 

14896. Was it since Sir Jamea Matheson became proprietor of the 
island 1—Yes. 

14897. Did you yourself ever pay?—No. I used to collect whelks, 
but I paid nothing for the liberty of doing so. I sold thsm to M'lver 
before mentioned, and he was charged that tax as a licence for taking 
them, 

14898. Then the people who collected them on the shore were never 
made to pay ?—We had nothing to pay. 

14899. Were you and the other crofters allowed to sell the whelks 
to anybody you pleased, or were you obliged to sell them to M'lver ?—We 
were allowed to sell them only to the men who paid the duty for the 
privilege. 

14900. Were you at liberty to take them and consume them yourself, 
without paying anything ?—Yes. 

14901. Does that system still continue, or is it all done away with?— 
It is still maintained. 

14902. Who at the present time is the tacksman to whom you sell the 
whelks ?—There is another man this year buying the whelks; a man 
named Neil Mackay used to buy them. 

14903. When the Gara-na-hine people were brought to Callernish, were 
they settled on arable ground of other crofters or upon hill pasture ?—-Not 
upon the arable ground, but upon grass. Their lots were cut out of our 
grass. 

14904. Were the lots prepared and trenched for them by the proprietor? 
—No, they did it themselves. 

14905. Was no preparation made for them by the proprietor?—Nothing. 
Some lots were cut out where we had our peat ground, and we were 
obliged to go elsewhere for our peats, and our peats are now nearly 
exhausted. 

14906. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—Has any money been laid out by the 
proprietor for this township of Calleruish during the last twenty years ?— 
I never knew that he spent a penny upon it. Our grazing was taken from 
us and we were then obliged to build a dyke between ourselves aud the 
pasture that we have. A cow must go three miles before she can bend her 
head. 

14907. In those circumstances I presume a cow that has to travel six 
miles will not give very much milk ?—No. We complained once or twice to 
the factor to restore the grass that was our own, and I believe he was 
minded at one time to do so, but the thing fell out that it was joined to 
another bit of land, which was the best of the place, and made into a small 
tack occupied by Mr Macrae. 

14908. The Chairman.—What is the rent of that tack?—I don't know. 
When the grazing was taken from us, we were asked to value it before the 
chamberlain. He told us that we would either get the grazing or a reduc­
tion according to the value of it from our rent, which we valued at £10 , 
but we have not got either. 
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14909. M r Fraser-Mackintosh.—Would you give £ 1 0 to get it back? LEWIS. 
— W e would indeed be very glad to do so. I had ten hogga this year, and 
I lost them all for want of grass. BREASCLETB. 

George Smith. 

M U R D O MACLEOD, Crofter and Fisherman, Borrowston (31)—-examinecT. 

14910 . Sir Kenneth Mackenzie.—This is the statement you have to Mnrdo 
make before the Commission :—' A t a meeting of the crofters of Borrowston Macleod. 
1 on the 21st May last, it was agreed tha t the following statement of their 
1 grievances and demands be presented through their delegates to the Royal 
' Commission. Our first grievance is the smallness of our holdings. 
' Fifty-five years ago there were only five crofters in Borrowston, paying 
' an aggregate rent of £ 4 2 . A t present there are fifteen crofters paying 
' a rental of £ 6 1 * W e hold on an average about three acres of cultivable 
' land. Our common or outrun is about \ mile long and \ mile wide. 
' The population of our township is ninety-two souls. W e cultivate 
1 minutely from year to year the whole of our lots, and in consequence 
1 of this perpetual tillage the soil of our crofts is graduaUy deteriorating. 
1 The quanti ty of grain which we raise off our crofts does not suffice any 
' year to support our families. W è require to buy of meal in ordinary 
' years about £ 1 2 worth on an average over and above what we raise off 
' our own lots. W e require to buy about £ 2 3 worth of meal on an average 
' this year, there being only three families in our township tha t require less 
' than £ 2 0 , while there are others that need £ 4 0 worth of meal. Our people 
1 are strong, active and industrious, and thoroughly capable to earn a respect-
1 able and independent livelihood for themselves and the families they repre-
' sent, provided only they had plenty of land to work upon. Bordering on 
' our township is a promontory called Leimshadder, which would be a good 
' and convenient supplement to our present small holdings. Leimshadder, 
' the place referred to, was at one time inhabited by eight crofters, but 
' these were removed and the place given to a tacksman. About twenty-
' seven years ago we offered a rental of £ 5 0 for Leimshadder, promising 
' to pay the rent before entering into possession, but our offer was refused, 
' though the place was afterwards given to a tacksman for a rental con-
' siderably less than what we offered. Four or five years ago it was let to 
' i ts present holder, who has large possessions of land elsewhere in the 
1 island. We are still willing to take Leimshadder at a reasonable rent. 
' Another serious grievance which we wish to state is the extreme difficulty 
' and hardship we experience in connection with our peats. The peat 
' mos3 connected with our own township was exhausted upwards of twenty 
• years ago. The estate then gave us permission to cut peats on conveni-
1 ent ground belonging to another township, b u t on the authority of the 
' ground-officer this peat ground was taken from us two years ago. We 
' were then driven out to the moor outside the township of Carloway. 
' Our peat banks are now 3 miles distant from our homes. For half this 
• distance there is no road, though we have to carry all our peats on our 
' back. W e have further to cross a river which, being without a bridge, 
' is, after heavy rains, often dangerous and impassable. Our peats being 
' so far away from us, and to relieve ourselves somewhat of the hardship 
' of carrying them the whole way on our backs, we sometimes have recourse 
1 to the expedient of floating them on the river for a certain distance, bu t 
' as the river is let by the estate for fishing purposes, we are not allowed 
' to float our peats on it till the beginning of January . W e could get a 
1 supply of peats for twenty years or more in Leimshadder within a short 
' distance of our homes .—MURDO M ' L E O D . ' 

+ See Appendix A, XLI. 



954 Highlands and Islands Commission. 

LEWIS. 14911. Sheriff Nicolson. V here is Borrowston?—About four miles 
from this. 

REASCLETE. 14912. Sir Kenneth Mackenzie.—Have you any statement to make in 
Murdo addition to what has been put in Ì—I have to say that we cannot live with 

Macleod so little land as we have, and that we are much inconvenienced by the distance 
we are from our peats. About the tack of Linshader, which bounds with 
us, I have to say there is no resident tenant there, and that the herd from 
there goes through our township with his cattle, back and forward. 

14913. Who has that place1?—Mr Mackenzie. 
14914. Anything more?—Our weak sheep are harrassed by his passing 

back and forward. 
14915. The shepherd and his dog ?—He is a herd, and drives both cattle 

and sheep through our ground. We are not allowed to cross the dyke 
between us and his farm, if we want to go for sea-ware or anything. 

14916. Are you allowed to gather sea-ware on the shores of Linshader ? 
—No. 

14917. Do you buy it there]—We cannot get any more than about a 
dozen creels every year on the shore of our own land. 

14918. Do you take drift weed from the shores of Linsbader when you 
can get it ?—No, we must not cross the dyke. 

14919. Would Linshader be convenient for you for sea-ware if you could 
get it 1—It would. 

NORMAN M 'ARTHUE, Crofter and Fisherman, Borrowston (32) — 
examined. 

14920. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—Have you anything to say in addition 
to what has been said Ì—I have to speak of the trouble we have in respect of 
the mill. AVe are more than six miles from the mill here. We have to 
give the miller every year the one-sixteenth part of our grain, besides our 
trouble, and if we have only three pecks, we have that same trouble to 
undergo—twelve miles to travel. We had old mills of our own, which we 
used formerly; and we think it a hardship that we should be obliged to 
keep up this mill, while we are also obliged to buy meal for our support 
elsewhere. 

14921. Sir Kenneth Mackenzie.—Are you allowed to grind meal in your 
own mills ?—-The old mills are forbidden entirely. That is under article 
30 of regulations. We think if we were allowed to resume the use of our 
own old mills, as we did before, it would be a relief to us. 

NORMAN MACPHAIL, Crofter, Upper Carloway (64)—examined 

14922. The Chairman.—This is the statement on the part of the 
people of Upper Carloway :—' At a meeting of the crofters of Carloway on 
' the 21st ul t , it was agreed to lay the following statement of their 
' grievances before the Royal Commission. Our principal grievance is 
' overcrowding and curtailment of holdings, without corresponding reduction 
' of rent. Thirty-one years ago, there were only twenty-four crofters in 
' our township paying an aggregate rental of £80 . There are to-day sixty 
1 families, exclusive of paupers. Since the year 1852, or thereabout, our 
' holdings have been considerably curtailed by the gradual formation of new 
• lots out of our common or outrun. At present the number of such new 
- lots amounts to IS, paying a rental of £40 . Though so many new lots 
' have been formed out of our common, and the cattle of the holders of these 
' new lots allowed to graze on our pasture laud, no reduction whatever has 

Norman 
M'Arthur. 

Norman 
Macphail. 
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1 been made on our rent. The holders of these new lots came for the most part LEWIS 
1 from districts that were cleared in order to make room for sheep farms. ,, 
1 Our pasture land is very much damaged by ano ther township cuttiug peats * 
1 on it. The estate compelled us to work 180 days at making a road, to Norman 
' enable the people of the township referred to to reach their own peat MaephaU. 
' ground, and after all they are allowed to cut their peats on our pasture 
' land. For the last thir ty years we have been compelled by the estate 
* to send aU our grain to be ground a t Breasclete mill, six miles distant. 
' We had two mills of our own at Carloway, bu t the estate ordered them 
1 to be destroyed. W e , in common with the people of the surrounding 
' townships of Borrowston, Knock and Garinin, who also send their grain 
' to Breasclete mill, are thus deprived of about the eighth part of our grain, 
1 between miU dues and our own trouble and expense in going to Breasclete. 
4 The extent of our holdings, including cultivable land and pasture land, 
1 is scarcely two miles long and one mile wide. In 1871 the population 
1 of our township was 310 . On account of the small size of our lots, we crop 
' the whole of them every year, though we are well aware that such perpetual 
' cropping is calculated to render the soil less productive. The yield of 
' grain from our crofts is not sufficient to supply our families with food. 
4 Generally we require to buy on an average ten bolls of meal, while this 
4 year we need about eighteen bolls on an average. Our comforts and 
' chances of livelihood as crofters could easily and conveniently be secured 
' by annexing Dalmore to our present small holdings. Dalmore was at 
4 one time inhabited by fourteen families, all of whom were removed, and 
4 the place given to a tacksman. A s Dalmore is contiguous to our town-

* ship, we would be prepared any t ime to give for it the same rent tha t 
4

wthe present tenant gives for i t . — N O R M A N M ' P H A L L . ' 
11923. Is Dallrnore held by a single tacksman, or is it united to a large 

tack?—I t is joined to Dallbeg under one tacksman—John Sinclair. 
11921. Are you obliged to carry your grain to be ground at the mill? 

—Yes. 
11925. Could you have it ground at any other mill if you pleased ?— 

No. Querns are still used in some of our houses. If we did not do so, 
we could not live. 

11926. Have you anything further to state that is not mentioned in the 
paper?—Nothing more. 

11927. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—Is the meal equally well done in the 
old mills as in the new one ?—The old mills ground our meal as well and 
much better than the new one. 

N O R M AN MORRISON, Crofter, Knock, Carloway (51)—examined . 

11928. The Chairman.—This is your s tatement:—*A t a meeting of the Norman 
4 crofters of Knock, Carloway, on the 21st May last, it was agreed to sulv Morrison. 
4 mit through their delegates the following statement of their grievances 
4 to the Royal Commission. Our chief grievance is the curtailment of our 
4 holdings by the withdrawal and formation into new crofts of a portion of 
' our common or pasture land, without corresponding reduction in our rent. 
4 In 1850 there were only sixteen crofters in our township, paying a rental 
* of £ 5 0 ; whereas there are at present twenty-nine crofters, paying a 
4 rental of about £ 6 8 . There are besides seven families that have no 
4 lands. Since 1850 nine new crofts paying a rent of £ 1 2 have been 
4 formed out of our common. Other two pieces of good ground belonging 
4 to us, of the value of £ 7 , have been annexed to the townships on each side 
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LEWIS - of us. Our pasture land has been thus considerably reduced. Our rent, 
p '~' ' however, has not been reduced in the least on account of these consider-

_^ ' ' able curtailments. Our township is about 1 | mile long and | mile wide. 
Norman ' Of this area scarcely one fourth part is cultivable land. Our lots being 

Morrison. ' so smaU, we require to crop the whole of them every year, and in con-
t * sequence of this incessant cropping, the soil of our crofts is rapidly 

1 deteriorating. The yield of grain from our. crofts is always inadequate 
' to support our families. In ordinary years we buy on an average about 
* £ 1 0 worth of meal. This year we shall require to buy not less than 
* £ 2 0 worth of meal on an average.—NORMAN MORRISON.' 

14929. Have you anything further to say?—Nothing. 
14930. "Where have the crofters come from to make up the number 

from sixteen to twenty-nine?—Some of them came from other places, but 
the most of them have grown up in the township. 

14931. What rent do you pay?—£3, 15s. 
14932. What stock do you keep1?—Two cows, two young beasts, and a 

horse. 
14933. Have you any sheep ?—About ten. 
14934. Are there any other of the people there that have horses?— 

Four or five in the township have horses. 
14935. What are the townships on each side of you to which ground 

was given that was taken from you ?—Carloway and Kirvig. That was 
done in Sir James Matheson's time, but I cannot give the date. 

14936. Do you remember when the nine new crofts were made?—I 
was not there then. 

ANGUS PATERSON, Crofter, Kirvig (58)—examined. 

Angus 14937. The Chairman.—Are you a fisherman ?—I was a fisherman, but 
not now. 

14938. You have a statement to submit to the Commission?—Yes. 
' Memorial from the Tenant* of Kirvig, Carloway :—"We, as crofters of the 
' township or village of Kirvig beg to request the old boundaries of our 
' village and parish be restored or changed to its former place. We also beg 
• to state that at the time when Sir James Matheson became proprietor of 
' Lewis, our village was divided into seven (7) crofts, and that at that time 
' those seven crofts were made into ten (10), thereby rendering the crofts 
' quite inadequate for the subsistence of the families living on them, and 
' that those crofts have been further divided into fifteen (15), and that theie 
' are in the village five (5) " squatters," or families without land, who are a 
1 burden on their parents and on the rest of the crofters in the village, 
1 besides a lot which is let in the pasturage of the village.* There are in the 
' village a large number of young men, married and single, all of them fisher-
1 men and naval reserve men, who are compelled to be a burden on their 
' parents, because they cannot obtain land to cultivate, or even a site for 
' a house. There is, for instance, one married man, who built a miserable 
1 bothy on his father's lot, and he had no sooner done so than his father was 
• intimated by the factor, that if his son remained on his lot he (the father) 
4 would be forthwith evicted. This is but one instance out of very many, 
' and this is all caused by the factor hemming in the people on all sides, to 
1 make room for sheep farms, as, for example, there is in our vicinity an 
1 aged bed-ridden bachelor, who rents a sheep farm which would hold com-
1 fortably from 200 to 300 crofters.' 

14939. Is the increase of families upon the township to be accounted 

. * See Appendix A, XLI. 



Minutes of Evidence. 957 

for by the natural increase, or have strangers been brought into it ?—They LEWIS. 
all grew up in the place. —" 

14940. Have the crofts been divided with the consent of the factor, or ASCLET 

against his consent ?—It was against the rules of the estate. Angus 
14941. Then your demand is that you should obtain more land?—That Paterson. 

the land should be given to the sons of men which was owned by their 
fathers, and for which their ancestors shed their blood. 

14942. Are there tacks adjacent to theni?—We are close to the 
boundary between Uig and Carloway. 

14943. You want a piece of ground. Is there a tack contiguous to 
our township ?—No, there is no tack near us. We want the boundaries 
to be restored as they were in the times of our fathers and grandfathers, 
which were altered under the factorship of Mr Mackenzie. 

14944. When the boundaries were altered was the area of the whole 
diminished ?—Yes. 

14945. To whom was the land given that was taken away from you? 
—I t was formerly part of the tack of Mr Kenneth Smith, and when 
people were removed from Mangersta, it was given to them. 

[ADJOURNED.] 

BARVAS, LEWIS, WEDNESDAY, J U N E 6, 1883. 
BAKVAS. 

{See Appendix A, XXXVI. and XLI.) 

Present:— 

Lord NAPIER AND ETTRICK, K.T., Chairman. 
Sir KENNETH S. MACKENZIE, Bait. 
DONALD CAMERON, Esq. of Lochiel, M.P. 
C. FRASER-MACKINTOSH, Esq., M.P. 
Sheriff NICOLSON, LL.D. 
Professor MACKINNON, M. A 

WILLIAM MACKAY, Chamberlain on the Lewis estates—re-examined. 

14946. Tlie Chairman.—You wish, I believe, to make a statement to William 
ns?—Yes, I do so, in the way of accounting for the small number of what Mackay. 
I call squatters or cottars that appear in the statement I have to make. 
I am speaking of 1881. In opening a new rent ledger, I entered the names 
of squatters and cottars who had been about ten or fifteen or twenty years 
as such paying rent, not directly to the landlord, but to the crofter, though 
perhaps both of them would appear at the rent collection day. That led 
to trouble and sometimes confusion. I entered the whole of them in our 
ledger. The number now in the rent-roll in the parish of Barvas is 812. 

14947. Paying directly to the landlord ?—- Yes. 
14948. Mr Cameron.—And they were cottars before?—They were 

squatters. 
14949. The Chairman.—About how many were admitted at that time? 

—Probably about one-third of 812. Since 1881 up to this date I find 
there are eighty-seven squatters or sub-tenants. 

14950. Mr Cameron.—These are not entered in the rent-roll?—No. 
14951. The Chairman.—Have they all built their houses since 18811 

—Yes, so far as known to me. The rental of the 812 crofters is £2330, 
4s. 6d., or an average of £2, 17s. 4d. per crofter. 



958 Highlands and Islands Commission. 

LEWIS. 14952. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—Have you included in the list all under 
£ 3 0 of rent ?—£30 and under. I may explain, that in comparing the rent 

_____ of the present day with that of 1S44, there is a considerable increase of 
William rent in this parish, on account of land reclaimed by the landlord. That 
Mackay, land was let to a number of the people in this district and towards Ness 

at a rent of 2s. 6d. per acre for the first five years; 5s. for the second five 
years; and 7s. 6d. for the third five years, with interest on the outlay for 
improvements. The first and second rises were charged, but not the third. 

14953. So it remains at 5s. ?—Yes, with interest on improvements. It 
was the belief that by this outlay we could make arable land or crofts for 
crofters, by which they could live independent of the moor pasture. The 
lots were originally given out, perhaps, six or seven acres in extent, but 
they are now of course by subdivision reduced to much less than that. 

14954. Mr Cameron.—At what date were the improvements made?— 
From 1849 to 1852 inclusive. 

14955. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—Were the leases to be for fifteen years ? 
—For fifteen years. There have been so many changes by the reclaiming 
of this land, which is attached to the former townships, that I cannot com­
pare one township to-day with the township in 1844 as to the rent, to 
show the increase. 

14956. The Chairman.—You can only show the gross increase on the 
whole parish ?—Yes. The area of the parish of Barvas, in which we now 
are, is 85,043 acres. That is exclusive of water. I deduct glebes, manses, 
manse sites, and churches, which amount to 940 acres. The only farm in 
this parish is Galston, 7290 acres; lands attached to the mill at Dell, 160 
acres; leaviug 76,653 acres under crofters paying £ 3 0 and under, divided 
among 812 crofters paying rent. They pay a rent of £2330, 4s. 6d., or at 
the rate of 7^d. per acre, arable and hill pasture. Galston farm, containing 
7290 acres, at a rental of £315, 9s. 6d. gives lO^d. per acre. The 160 
acres attached to the mill at Dell is rented at £88. The crofters stock in 
1882 consisted of 3421 head of cattle, 13,795 head of sheep, 580 horses, 
and 285 pigs. The tacksman's stock for the same period was 71 head of 
cattle, 1643 sheep, 6 horses, and 2 pigs. I give the stock of 1881, because 
it is somewhat larger. Crofters : 3591 head of cattle, 14,238 head of sheep, 
549 horses, 300 pigs. Tacksman, 47 head of cattle, 1716 head of sheep, 
4 horses, and 4 pigs. 

14957. Sir Kenneth Mackenzie.—Do these include young and old?— 
Yes. 

14958. At what time was the enumeration?—About the end of 
September or 1st of October. It is taken annually. 

14959. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—Have you any idea of the number of 
acres that were reclaimed by Sir James Matheson in those three years you 
have referred to ?—No, but I can get the information. 

14960. Sir Kenneth Mackenzie.—And the sum expended?—Possibly I 
may. 

14961. The Chairman.—Would you describe the nature of the reclama­
tion ?—Trenching and draining. 

14962. Were there main drains made to evacuate the general water?— 
Yes. 

14963. And then were there underground drains cut, or were there 
merely surface drains all over the surface?—I cannot speak definitely just 
now, for I was not seeing it at the time. My object to-day is merely to 
simplify matters—to show that there are new townships, and that there is 
only one tacksman and the miller. 

14964. Mr Cameron.—What became of the eighty-3even squatters? 
Are they entered on the rental ?—Not the eighty-seven. 
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14965. Sir Kenneth Mackenzie.—Do you think they were overlooked LEWIS, 
by you ?—They might be overlooked, and they have increased since then. ,, 
Theie were two families perhaps that have gone out and built a separate 
house since I made the entries. William 

14966. The Clwirman.—As regards the area of this improvement by Mackay. 
Sir James, was it taken from the common pasture of pre-existing town­
ships ?—It was attached to pre-existing townships, but both the old and 
new townships were lotted and rented in 1850 and 1851, and valued 
according to what they were worth then with these crofters upon them. 

14967. When these new lots were formed and improved by Sir James, 
were the new crofters placed there admitted to the privileges of hill pasture 
formerly enjoyed by the others?—iTes. 

14968. Was that very extensive?—In some parts of the parish it was 
very extensive, but not at the extreme Butt, towards the point of Ness. 

14969. Has the rental of 5s. per acre on the inproved ground been easily 
and punctually paid ?—No, there is a considerable amount of arrears in 
this parish. 

14970. Did the improvement turn out well? As regards the improve­
ment of the soil did it answer expectation or fall short of expectation ?—I 
believe it was a mistake; I don't think it is possible to have an arable 
farm in the Lewis that will pay. Even the proprietor cannot make his 
manor farm pay as an arable farm. 

14971. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—But that is no test; no home farm 
ever pays ?—No, but there is not an arable farm, properly speaking, in the 
Lewis, except one or two near Stornoway, and their great stay is dairy 
produce for the town. 

14972. Tiie C/iairman.—But these improved farms were not solely 
arable farms, because they had rights of hill pasture also ?—Yes. 

14973. Sir Kenneth Mackenzie. —Have you any idea what the rent per 
acre came to, including the interest and the 5s. ?—There were some of 
them up to £ 5 and £6 for the croft altogether. 

14974. But can you tell us what was the rent of the improved croft 
per acre ?—I believe some of the land would be close on 20s. per acre, 
with the 5s. and the interest. 

14975. Not more than that?—Not more than that. 
14976. Mr Cameron.—Wrhat rate of interest was charged ?—I am not 

certain as to that. 
14977. The Chairman.—Has the capital expended been all reimbursed ? 

—It has, but all this was not done by Government drainage. 
14978. No, but still the capital expended has been reimbursed?—Yes. 
14979. Then was it understood that when the capital was reimbursed, 

the rental was to be correspondingly reduced, or was it to continue at the 
increased rate?—Well, I cannot say as to what arrangement was made, 
but it has been continued on the forms when the leases were out—princi­
pally upon the large arable farms about Stornoway and Galston. 

14980. But with reference to these improved crofters' lands?—There 
was no change made. 

14981. That is to say; they continued to pay as rent the 5s. per acre, 
plus the whole of the charge for interest and reimbursement of capital ?— 
They continue to pay the same rent as in 1853 or 1854, when the improve­
ments were completed. 

14982. Mr Cameron.—Can you say whether the rate of interest charged 
was 6£ per cent. ?—I am not sure of that. 
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LEWIS. 
_, MALCOLM M 'PHAIL, Crofter, South Shawbost (G5)—examined. 
BARVA2. 

Malcolm 14983. Tlie Chairman.—Were you freely elected a delegate?—Yes. 
M'Phait. 14984. Will you make a statement to us on behalf of the people who 

elected you?—I have to say, in the first place, that we were crowded 
together by people being thrown in upon us and that that spoiled our 
township in comparison with what it was in the time of our fathers. 
Again, there are about twice as many paying rent to-day as there were 
when I first began to pay rent as a young man. In connection with that 
I have another statement to make. The people of the township have no 
land worth calling land. It is stony ground, that cannot be worked by 
horses. I introduced a horse and plough, and I had to give them up. 
They were of no service to me. Then another cause of our discomfort is 
that we have no high road—no road to the shore—so that we cannot take 
the sea-ware from the shore, except upon our backs. The second cause of 
the poverty of the people is that we were deprived of the portion of the 
ground upon which our cattle used to graze, and the rent was left as it was, 
though this was taken away. Not only that, but we were obliged to put 
a fence between us and ourselves, so that we, by our own action, were made 
to separate ourselves from our own pasture, for which we paid rent. 

1498.5. Was that a fence between the arable and the pasture 1—We set 
up a fence between ourselves and that portion that was taken from us, which 
was ours by right. Afterwards, instead of ourselves being made to keep up 
that dyke in repair, one shilling a head was laid upon each of us, and a 
man was engaged to keep the dyke up. The man that marches upon the 
other side has the use of that dyke, but still we are not aware that he 
piys a shilling. I have another thing to complain of, which neither 
myself in my younger days, nor my father, nor my grandfather, had reason to 
complain of. Our moorland pasture in those times was held in connection 
with the township. This moorland pasture, which was ours, we have now 
to pay a separate rent for, and I will tell you how this came about. As a 
young man I got land. We were paying a week's service upon road3 
to the proprietor, and we were told that 6s., instead of this week's service, 
was laid upon us as an addition to the rent—that we would have to pay 
road money no longer. Now, there are not very many people old enough 
now living to testify to it, but my father used to tell me that there was a 
shilling levied of hen money along with the rent, and packet money, and 
it was unjust to lay upon us these burdens. I did not pay any of them 
when I got land first. We complain very much of that. Now, there is 
another matter in connection with that. I myself was at the east coast 
fishing, and when I was there, the ground-officer came and in my absence 
compelled my wife to gather the cattle. I was not a shilling in arrears at 
the time. He took away the best head of cattle I had, for which I could 
get some £6. He valued it at £2 , 5s., and £2 was all I got for i t Its 
hide would be of as much service to me. 

14986. How long ago is this 1—Off and on about twenty year3 ago ; I 
cannot give the date. Unless they are relieved in some way, and some 
opportunity or advantage is given to them, I am quite unable to see how 
the people of our township can improve their condition, so that they will 
not be, as they are, virtually beggars living upon the charity of the people 
of the south. There are some of the people who have no stock to speak 
of that is worth calling stock—perhaps only one cow. 

14987. Mr Cameron.—What do you mean by the charity of the people 
of the south ?—I think that is easily explained. It is upon the contribu­
tions of the people of the south that they are living up till now. 
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14988. Do you refer to this year, which was an exceptional year, in LEWIS, 
consequence of the storms of last October, or do you refer to a period of _ "" _ 
years ?—I have this year iu view, for it was quite difficult for me to see . ARV s ' 
how the people could live through this year, except for the relief which Malcolm 
they received. M'PhaU. 

149S9. Then the people in former years were not so badly off as they 
are this year ?—They were not actually as ill-off, but in the matter of being 
able to keep their stock up they were just about as bad. 

14990. What stock do the people have to seU every year on an average ? 
—-Very little. 

14991. What ?—Perhaps they might be able to sell a head of cattle, two 
• sheep or thereabouts. 

14992. ^ Where do they sell their cattle1?—AtStornoway, and to drovers 
that come. 

14993. What price did they get for their cattle last year?—According 
to the state of the market, the best of the head of cattle that we would 
sell would average perhaps about £ 6 or £ 7 , and the worst £ 2 , 10s. or 
£3, that is for a four-year old. 

14994. Do you sell anything but four-year olds'?—Yes, we seU them 
younger. 

14995. Why don't you seU them at three years old ?—We have so very 
few to sell. 

14996. But if you got rid of a beast a year sooner you would have 
room for another ?—Some of them do that. Some of them sell them at 
three years old, and some at two years old. 

14997. When does a beast come to its full age, when it does not do to 
keep it any longer ?—At five or six years. 

14998. But it is at its full growth before that?—It is not at its fuU 
growth till it is four or five ; the pasture is so poor. 

14999. So it pays a man to keep a beast tiU it is four years old at any 
rate ?—We get a higher price for it. 

15000. What was the price of cattle at Stornoway when you were a 
young man ?—Just up and down, as it is to-day—some years better and 
some years worse. 

15001. But, as a rule, are cattle not much higher than they were thirty 
or forty years ago 1—Yes, perhaps that may be the case, but I have seen 
years at that time when the price was higher than it is to-day. 

15002. Who got the land that was taken away from the crofters in your 
township ?—A shepherd beside us. It is as though you just cut up the 
half of a seat into two, and added the other half of the seat to his share, 
and we shoved into a corner. 

15003. Do you mean the shepherd of some big farmer?—Yes, he is 
virtually a tacksman. Every one who is a tacksman we call a shepherd, 

15004. What was this tacksman's name ?—The present tacksman is Mr 
Sinclair of Dallbeg. I t was to his predecessor that it was first given when 
we lost it. 

15005. What was his name?—John Mackenzie. He was ground-officer 
at the time. 

15006. How long ago was that?—32 or 33 years ago. 
15007. What amount of stock could be kept upon that portion of land 

that was taken away from the crofters ?—It was the best part of the town­
ship for cattle, and we were of opinion that it could keep about the third 
part of the cattle of the township. 

15008. And you say the rent was not reduced then?—No. 
15009. Had Mr Mackenzie any other farm at the time to which this 

land was added, or did this land constitute a totally new farm for him ?— 
3 P 
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LEWIS. Yes, he had Dallbeg and Dallmore before this was added to him. The 
best hill we had for our cattle wa3 taken from us. It was on that very 

. j^u t j i a t w e u s e ( j j . Q YL&VQ the greatest portion of our cattle. Then, when-
Malcolm ever he got it, he began to pound our cattle, if they strayed there. He used 
MTliail. to keep them in that pound for two or three days, and then when we took 

the sheep out their stomachs were very empty and we had to send them 
away to the hill again, where we never saw anything further than their skins. 

15010. Where did the people come from whom you say were crowded 
on the township ?—From Dallbeg and Dallmore, the two farms which this 
man got. 

15011. At the same date1?—About the same time. 
15012. In regard to the quality of the ground, you say that the crofb 

are situated in such stony ground that you cannot work them to advantage. 
Do you know any other ground in the neighbourhood which is not of thi 
same quality?—There is very little of that kind of good ground on this 
side of the country. We must work it with spades because of the stonj 
character of the soil 

15013. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—In coming along this morning, we saw 
the signs of a great deal of depopulation in Dallbeg and Dallmore. Do 
you know how many families resided in those places ?—There would be over 
20 in Dallmore. In DaRbeg there were five, of whom the ground-officer, 
who possessed the greater portion of the place, was one. 

15014. Then am I to understand that this ground-officer took the place 
of those 24 families ?—That was the case. I myself, along with one of my 
own age, when we heard the place was to be cleared to Shawbost, offered 
to the factor to give as much rent as he would get from any other person, 
if he would give us the place for ourselves, and that we would associate 
the other people along with us, aud would pay the rent twice a year. We 
did not ask that any one would be made responsible for the rent, except us 
two. We did not get it. 

15015. "Who was the factor at the time, who refused?—Mr Munro 
Mackenzie. 

15016. I suppose the whole of those families did not come to Shawbost. 
How many of them came to Shawbost ?—Five—two from Dallbeg and three 
from Dallmore. Our towuship could not contain them all. 

15017. What became of the other people1?—They were sent to America 
and to other places after they had but recently erected new buildings. 
Their fires were quenched. Had you seen it, you could scarcely bear the 
sight. Their houses were broken down and their fires were quenched. 

15018. Is not Dallbeg a pretty place, with good pasture ?—Yes, and 
Dallmore too, aud a capital place for crofters. 

15019. Is there not a nice bay, where boats could be pulled up and fishing 
carried on ?—No, it is not suitable for a fishing place. 

15020. Did any of the people at all fish in former times ?—No, they did 
not require to fish at that time; they were otherwise comfortable. 

15021. What was the name of the ground officer who took the beast 
from your wife when you were away at the fishing ?—Thomas Macdonald. 
If I had been at home, there would have been something to say before he 
got it. 

15022. Did you not say anything about it when you came back 1—What 
would be the use ? I would not be listened to. 

15023. Can you assign any possible reason for thus lifting a man's cattle 
by the strong hand ?—Because it was held I had more than my proper 
ramming. 

15024. Supposing that ware true, was that a proper way to remedy the 
summing ?—No, so long as the rent was properly paid, that was no business 
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of the landlord's. If anybody had a grievance in the matter it was my LEWIS, 
neighbours and not he. — -

15025. You said that in your younger days you did not pay charges BARVAS ' 
for fowl money and other things. What was the name of the factor who Malcolm 
began to put that money on you Ì—It was in Mr Knox's time. The practice MThaii 
in his time was that, if I paid more than the rent he kept it, and if I paid 
a sum short of the rent, he did not make much noise about i t ; but if he got 
the money he kept it to himself. That was the beginning of these continual 
impositions. 

15026. Was he a head factor?—Yes, he was. 
15027. How long was he factor ]—He was factor under Seaforth ; not 

under Sir James. 
15028. You stated that you had to pay a shilling for maintaining the 

fence and that you were not aware the man on the other side paid a 
shilling; who was the man on the other side 1—When this portion of 
laud was taken from us and added to the farm of Dallbeg, we were taken 
bound to build half the fence between us, and the tacksman, of Dallbeg 
was to build the other half. Our grievance is that it was then stated we 
were not keeping up our own half of the fence properly, and this shil­
ling was imposed upon us to be given to a man who would do so. The 
same condition was not imposed upon him. He still is allowed to 
maintain his own half. I was not aware of the arrangement until I was 
made to pay it at the rent collection. 

15029. What is the name of the first crofters' land on this side of 
Dallbeg and Dallmore ?—South Shawbost, where I reside myself. 

15030. Upon the right hand of the road coming in this direction, 
there is a good deal of land very regularly drawn out and cultivated. 
Who was it that took in that land Ì—That is land newly taken in. 

15031. Was that part of the land taken in by the proprietor1!—The 
people did the work, and they got more or less of meal for their work. 
We believe it was at the proprietor's expense. We got also money if it 
was due us, if we did not draw our wages all in meal. 

15032. Do you know if there is any summing put upon large tacks­
men 1—I can say nothing about that. 

15033. Did you ever hear of a beast being taken off a big tacksman 
for overstock in the way in which yours was taken Ì—Oh, they fyen't 
touch them. Then there is another matter. It is impossible fo* tw tc 
bear the amount of taxation that is imposed upon us. When I got my 
lot at first the rent was £ 3 , Is. My rent just now, taxes included, is £ 4 , 
8s. 8d. From the receipt the bare rent is £3 , 7s., and the taxes are £ 1 , 
Is. 8d., but 2s. 6d. of that is shepherd money. There is 10s. 6d. for 
school rate, and I have no child of school age. Another matter I want 
to lay before you. Whereas my father and grandfather lived upon milk 
and butter, and flesh and meal, I live upon meal, hot water, and sugar. 
My father had a croft of £5 , and such was the produce of it that not 
only did we not buy anything, but we were scarcely able to consume the 
produce at that time. There is another thing which I must mention 
which vexes my soul. In the Naval Reserve there are 1500 or 16OC 
Lewis young men, and not a tacksman's son is among them, so far as I 
am aware. Think of it now! Take, upon the one side, these tacksmer 
with their sheep, and, on the other side, the young men I could produce 
and which would be best to maintain the strength of the country ? 

15O3L The Chairman.—Are any of the tacksmen's sons in th 
militia 1—I am not aware there are any from this island. They don't 
require to go. They are well enough at home. They have the best 
portion of the island. 
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LEWIS. 

BARVAS. 

Malcolm 
M'Phail. 

15035. Are there any of the tacksmen's people in the volunteers?—I 
am not aware there are any. 

15036. You complain that there is no road to the sea. Have you 
applied to the factor for a road ?—Yes, I myself spoke to him about it. 

15037. Is the ground such that a proper road could be made?—Yes, a 
road could be made. 

15038. What did the factor say?—The factor told me that if the 
people were to say it was necessary to make a road he would not oppose 
it, but things remained as they were. 

15039. You complain that in the time of the Seaforth people a shilling 
was imposed upon the crofters, caUed hen money. Did you ever hear 
that that was in place of hens that they had previously been obliged to 
pay ?—I heard it all, and I know it well. 

15040. Then when you made your complaint, I think you ought to 
have stated that ?—I know it well, but the question was not asked at me. 
In my grandfather's time they used actually to go with a pair of fowls to 
the castle. 

15041. And eggs?—I cannot say about eggs, but there was a pair of 
fowls. 

15042. You complain that a shilling was imposed upon the crofters to 
keep up the fence. It was their duty to keep up half of the fence. Can 
you say they performed that duty regularly, or did they neglect it ?— 
They set apart a day every year to repair it. 

15043. But in the meantime there may have been a great number of 
holes i|n it ?—No, not during the year; but of course some gaps might 
have got into it since we repaired it. 

15014. Don't you think it was a better plan to have one man to look 
after the fence and be responsible for the whole of it ?—There are gaps 
upon his own side of the fence as well as upon ours. The best plan 
would be to give us our own ground which our fathers had, and for 
which we still pay rent. 

15045. When the people were brought from Dallbeg and Dallmore to 
your township, was the ground prepared for them by the proprietor ?— 
They got portions of our own lots. The ground did not need to bo 
prepared. 

15046. Was there no ground prepared by the proprietor ?—No, nothing. 
He gave them the ground of those who feU into arrears and lost their places. 

15047. When were these people brought from DaHbeg and Dallmore? 
—thirty or thirty-two or thirty-three years ago. 

15048. Was it under Sir James Matheson ?—Yes, I think so. 
15049. Wras it so, or was it not ?—It was during Sir James Matheson's 

time, when Mackenzie was ground officer. 
15O5O.' Who was factor?—It was Mackenzie also. 
15051. Is the ground officer who took away your beast still alive?—I 

cannot say. 
15052. What is the stock which you yourself keep?—I have four 

cows, two stirks, about fifteen sheep, and a horse.. 
15053. How much is the rent?—£3, 7s. 
15054. Sir Kenneth Mackenzie.—How many crofters are there at 

South Shawbost?—About 52. 
15055. W7ere there any more crowded upon you besides the five from 

Dallmore and DaUbeg?—I am not aware there were any. 
15056. You say there are twice as many people in the township now 

as there were when you were young. Are they are all the natural 
increase of the township except these five?—Yes, it is the natural 
increase of the place, except the five I have named. 
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15057. Was there much additional land improved in Sir James LEWIS. 
Matheson's time?—-Not any at all in our place, but one park ; I cannot 

i -DARVA8. 

say now many acres. 
15058. In your father's time did the potatoes grow better than they do Malcolm' 

now?—Yes. M'Phail. 
15059. Was that due to land being better then, or is it that the potato 

crop has generaUy been a failure of late years ?—I am quite certain that 
the land was better when I was a young man. The old land that was 
cultivated by our fathers has got exhausted. 

15OGO. Are Dallmore and Dallbeg in the parish of Barvas ?—No, 
our township is not in this parish at alL We belong to thp. parish of 
Lochs. 

15061. What would you propose to do to remedy the great poverty in 
South Shawbost of which you have spoken Ì—My remedy is the remedy 
that every seiious man would propose if he would only speak out—that 
is, to give the land to the people at a reasonable vent-—the land that is 
now waste. It was ours by right. God gave it to the children of men, 
and our right is better than the tackman's, 

15062. Is there any other land than Dallmore and DaUbog?—Yes; 
there is another place called Lamishader, which is joined to the tack of 
Linshader. There were a few crofters comfortable there once. 

15063. Is that on this side of Carloway?—On the north side of Loch 
Carloway, between the township and the sea. 

15064. These are the only tacksmen's lands in this part of the 
country ?—Yes, in our district. 

JOHN NICOLSON, Crofter, New Shawbost (69)—examined. 

15065. The Cliairman—Were you freely elected a delegate by the John 
people of New Shawbost ?—Yes. Nicolson. 

15066. Have you a statement to make on behalf of the people who 
elected you?—I am going to speak of the place which the previous 
witness spoke of. 

15067. Did you hear what the previous witness said ?—Yes. and I agree 
with it. 

15068. Then you will have the goodness to speak of New Shawbost? 
—We were formerly in the old one. There were thirty-one famdies of 
us. Now, upon a certain day, from twenty to thirty families came to us 
from Uig. 

15069. Was that to Old Shawbost?—To both Old and New Shaw­
bost. Instead of the thirty-one families, there are now ninety-three, 

15070. In the two places?—Yes. We count it as one township. 
Now, the rent of it when the thirty-one had it was £140 , each man paying 
from £ 5 to £7. The produce of the crofts maintained the families con­
tinuously from year to year. They had each from five to eight milk 
cows. Now we can scarcely be said to have any stock at all. The place 
we have to rear cattle and sheep for us will not do so any longer. In 
Munro Mackenzie's time he laid out a piece of about seven acres of the 
arable ground which was reserved for pasture. One of our own people 
went to ask for this piece of land as a croft for himself, but we opposed it, 
and Mr Mackenzie agreed with us and did not give it to him. In Mr 
Munro'8 time another went to seek for this piece of land, but our local 
constable objected to this arrangement, and we again prevailed. Subse­
quently the present ground officer, Mr M'Arthur, placed three men on it 
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LEWIS. without consulting us. We went and prepared a written statement to be 
sent to the chamberlain, and he appeared next day after we prepared this 

BAUVAS. statement and threatened us. He told us we dared not do such a thing. 
John Then again, each one of us, however small his rent may be, pays 5s. or 

Nicolson. 6s. for this moorland pasture. The same sum is paid by the small-rented 
crofter as by the one who pays his £5 croft. The ground does not yield 
such crops now as it used to do in my earliest recoUection ; but it is 
manifest to all meu that those who have the large lots are better off than 
those who have the very small ones, and if they get a proper amount of 
land just now, it would maintain the half of its present population. They 
are being crowded in upon us from aU parts of the country, and wo 
ourselves want to get the land, but it is subdivided for the benefit of 
these. One poor man was sent upon us this year, probably not for his 
own advantage, from Sgeir-na-loch. The process goes on. Two were sent 
in upon us last year, squatted upon our pasture ground. The house of 
one of these is built The other is not yet built, and our leave is not 
asked in the matter. There was a man died in my place during my 
absence, and he asked that the third portion of his croft should be given 
to his son, who was married, and one of his barns. He had two barns, 
one on each side of the house. The son opened a door into this barn 
upon the outside wall, so that he could enter it without going through his 
mother's house at the same time. The man went off to the fishing. The 
ground officer entered the house in the man's absence, and the mother 
was there with her six months' old child. She was from home getting, 
the child vaccinated, and when she returned she found her fire quenched. 
She had nothing for it but to weep and wail by the wayside. She 
was there tiU others took her in. She got unwell, was bed-ridden, and 
her mother went to attend upon her. She was still going to sleep in the 
house, and they were keeping up a fire in it now and then. In about a 
month afterwards—I do not know the exact time, for I was not at home— 
the ground officer went with three constables and pulled down a portion 
of the house, and she herself and the child have not yet recovered from the 
exposure. She is still unwell. The widow said that in the process 
they broke a spinning wheel that was in the house. There is another 
grievance among the many we have. We were in the habit of placing a 
herd to look after our sheep, and we paid him at the rate of 2d. per head. 
This year and last year at rent collection we are to pay 3d. per head, 
and between the chamberlain and the ground officer we do not know 
what it means. If we, the people of Shawbost, are not oppressed, I do 
not know any in Lewis that have got the same measure dealt out to them. 
We do not know any relief we can get unless we get land. 

15071. Sheriff Nicolson.—What rent do you pay 1—32s. or 33s. 
15072. "What stock are you able to keep1!—A cow, a three-year-old, a 

stirk, five sheep, no horse. There are thirteen families in New Shawbost 
where I live that have only one cow, and some without a cow at alL 

15073. Was your father a crofter in Shawbost before you?—Yes, and 
my forefathers,—in Old Shawbost. 

15074. The Chairman.—Are you in New Shawbost 1—Yes. 
15075. Sheriff Nicolson.—Is the house you are in the one in which 

yon were born 1—Yes. 
15076. What became of the house your father had 1—It was a brother 

of mine who succeeded to my father's lot. 
15077. Is he also in Shawbost?—Yes. 
15078. The Chairman.—You said there were ninety-three famdies in 

New and Old Shawbost altogether. How many of these ninety-three have 
been brought and put in from other places, and how many are the natural 



Minutes of Evidence. 967 

increase of the township1?—There are over forty families that did not LEWIS. 
belong to the place, but were brought in. In addition to the ninety-three 
families paying rent, there are some other families in the town as well. BARVAS. 

15079. But there are only forty who were outsiders ?—Yes. j 0 - , n 

15080. And they occupied the lands which were improved by Sir Nicolson. 
James Matheson ?—Some have portions of that land, and others not. 

15081 Have you got a portion of that land ?—Yes, all my croft consists 
of that land. 

15082. Do you remenber when those improvements were made?—Yes, 
quite well. 

15083. Who were the people that were employed to do it?—They 
were paid for it partly by Sir James Matheson and partly by Government 
money, and aU the people of the place would get work at it, and were 
paid for it. Others camo from other places to work at it. They 
trenched i t 

15084. Did those who got new land receive assistance to build their 
houses ?—The assistance given during the time they were building the 
houses depended upon the amount of family they had. For example, a 
man who had three of a family got one stone of meal per week during 
the time they were building the house, and if the family was larger a 
larger amount of meal in proportion was aUowed. 

15085. Who coUected the stones to build the houses?—The people 
themselves. 

15086. Were they paid for that branch of the work ?—Nothing 
whatever. 

15087. Who provided the wood for the roofs?—The people bought it, 
for they had it not. It was provided by themselves. 

15088. Were the drains well made?-—Some of them were weU done, 
and some of them otherwise. 

15089. Do the drains still work after the lapse of those years?— 
They are of no service now. They are choked up. We were obliged to 
open up afresh the upper portion of the ground of late years, in order to 
allow the water to run off, because these drains were useless. 

15090. Have the drains ever been re-opened, or do they remain as they 
were before ?—They have not been re-opened, but they never worked 
well. They never drained the ground so well as by the process we use 
ourselves—that is, gathering the soil together, and allowing channels to 
run between the various patches. 

15091. Has the soil become less productive now?—It is not so 
productive as formerly. There is as much straw, but less grain. 

15092. When the new families were brought in and placed upon the 
new ground, was the rent of the previous occupants reduced 1—Not a 
penny. So far as I can judge just now, the township yields about £240. 
It is certainly over £220 . It was £140 when it was among the thirty-one 
people. 

15093. I want to understand exactly about the case of the poor woman, 
part of whose house was pulled down. There was a man who died, and 
he expressed a desire that one-third of his croft should be given to a 
married son. W7as the widow to remain in possession of the other two-
thirds?—Yes, the widow was to have the two-thirds. 

15094. Did the man who had it before ask the factor before his death 
to make that arrangement ?—No, it was the custom of the place, and he 
did not speak to the factor. 

15095. And the factor did not give his consent?—No, but it was the 
common practice of the place that a man would be allowed to subdivide 
his croft among his sons. 
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LEWIS. 15096. Under the regulations of the estate, is it allowable to subdivide 
— - without the consent of the factor, or has the consent of the factor to be 

BARVAS. asked ?—Wre do not get permission. It was that that separated my 
j~»Z brother and myself, because we were not allowed to subdivide the croft 

Nicolson, any further. It is against the regulations of the estate to subdivide 
without the consent of the factor, but as matter of fact we do sub­
divide without his consent. 

15097. Well, there was the house and the two barns, where did 
the son who was to get one-third intend to live ?—He lived in his 
mother's house before he went to the fishing, and then he went and lived 
in the barn, and it was in this barn that the fire was quenched. 

15098. Is it consistent with the regulations of the estate to turn a 
barn into a dwelling-house, and live there without the consent of tho 
factor ?—Some of them do it. 

15099. Do you yourself think it right that everybody of his own will 
should go and make a new dwelling-house wherever he likes without tho 
consent of the factor ?—I don't think it is right at all that that should be 
the case, but there were other people in our township that were doing 
such things, and they were not found fault with. 

15100. Do you know whether the factor or ground officer found 
fault with the married son for taking up his residence in the barn ? Did 
they give him any warning?—They were not pleased at his doing so. 
That was the reason they pulled it down. 

15101. Did they pull down the whole barn?—No, only a part of it. 
He added a bit to one end of it, and I believe that was the portion they 
pulled down. 

15102. Where are the man and his wife living now?—In the same 
place. He has now got a half of that lot. There is no one now except 
his mother and a daughter. 

15103. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh,—With regard to the families who 
came from Uig, what part of Uig did they come from ?—The greater 
number of them came from Valtos. One came from Berneray, some 
from Pabbay, some from Reef. We are not a year without somebody 
being forced upon us. There have been thirty-three families sent in 
upon us altogether, and it would appear that the practice is not to cease. 
We have no less than three this year. 

15104. Do you know Loch Carlo way?—Very well. 
15105. On the north side of Loch Carloway, going towards the point, 

do you think there were any people turned out there ?—I don't remember. 
15106. When did you last seU anything off your farm?—I don't 

remember—not ever since I got it. I never shall sell any. I t never 
kept me for three months of the year in any one year. 

15107. What are you obliged generally to buy for food for yourself 
and your family?—£12 or £14 worth. 

15108. Have you to buy anything for the cow ?—Yes, I had to buy £ 2 
worth this year for the three head of cattle I had. This year was excep­
tional I usually buy about £1 worth for cattle. 

15109. Have the people of the two Shawbosts ever brought the state of 
the township by overcrowding formally before the chamberlain with a 
view to redress?—Some were complaining, but what is the use of 
complaining when others are sent in ? We had the idea among ourselves 
that this overcrowding in upon us was through spite. Is that not natural 
enough to suppose when there were over twenty thrown in upon this 
township and not one thrown in upon a township to the right or to the 
left ? There was not a better township upon this side of the country than 
ours before it was overcrowded as it is, and it would be good yet if tho 
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pressure of population were relieved. I was alive at the time when there 
were four small stills in the place and they were smuggling, and in 
addition to maintaining our families by the produce of our crofts we 
were able to send to those small stills more or less of barley every year, 
when they used to make whisky, and seU it for 2s. 6d. a pint of three 
bottles. When I began to go to the east coast fishing I was among the 
first who went, and then we us/d to have money through our hands. 
That would procure necessary supplies, all taken from the produce of our 
crofts. 

15110. I hope you mention this matter of the distiUation merely to 
show the productiveness of Shawbost at the time, and not that you 
approve of their proceedings in setting up the stills 1—It was productive 
at that time ; there is no question of that. 

15111. Sir Kenneth Mackenzie.—You said you could not sell any 
produce off your croft; do you never sell any cattle ?—I only meant 
food. I sell cattle. I both buy and sell cattle. What I meant was that 
we never sold anything in the way of provisions at alL 

LEWIS. 

BARVAS. 

John 
Nicolson. 

DONALD MCLEOD, Crofter and Estate Constable, North Shawbost 
(62)—examined. 

15112. Sheriff Nicolson.—Who appoints you as constable?—The 
ground officer. 

15113. What are your duties as constable ?—To keep the affairs of tho 
township in order. 

15114. Your duties are not those of an ordinary policeman 1—No. 
15115. Then what otherwise do you do to keep things in order?— 

When people quarrel or disagree they require to be looked after, and that 
is part of my work. If they differ about marches or anything of that sort, 
it falls within my duty. 

15116. Are you left to dispose of those matters yourself, or do you act 
under authority from the ground officer ?—If we are able to settle the 
matter among ourselves, well and good ; if not, we must go to the ground 
officer to have it settled. 

15117. And if anybody is not satisfied with the law which you 
administer among them, to whom do they appeal ?—To the ground officer, 
if the matter affects land or anything of that kind. 

15118. And if they are not satisfied with the ground officer's judgment, 
what do they do then ?—They go to the factor. 

15119. Do they often appeal from you to the ground officer1?—Yes, 
they do. 

15120. And from the ground officer to the factor ?—I believe they do 
sometime appeal to the factor also. 

15121. Do they ever get your judgments reversed, or those of the 
ground officer?—Sometimes. My decision is now and again reversed by 
the ground officer, but, so far as I have been able to gather, the practice of 
the factor, when an appeal is made to him against the ground officer, is to 
remit it back to him for further consideration. 

15122. I believe the people think the ground officer is really the most 
important man for them to have to do with. Is that so ?—They consider 
the factor the superior man. 

15123. But I suppose, if a man had the judgment of the ground officer 
against him. he would not have much hope of getting it changed by the 
factor ?—I doubt whether he would. 

Donald 
M'Leod. 
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LEWIS. 15124. You are a crofter as weU as a constable ?—Yes. 
15125. Is that what you get for your services as constable?—I don't 

BARVAS. gefc t n e croft f o r m y 8 e r v i c e S i 
Donald 15126. Are you not paid for your services ?—Very little. 

M'Leod 15127. Is it in money or is it only the honour of the thing you get ?— 
To teU the truth, I used to hear that when a local constable paid his rent 
he got back 5s-, but I never got anything. 

15128. Is there a constable in every township the same as you are at 
Shawbost ?—Yes. 

15129. All over the island 1—Yes, 
15130. You were chosen by the people of North Shawbost to represent 

them here to-day ?—Yes. 
15131. Did they tell you to say anything particular on behalf of them 

here ?—The previous witness has brought forward the affairs of both tho 
towns, North and South. 

15132. Have you no different complaints in North Shawbost from 
what they have in South Shawbost ?—I do not say that the grievances of 
the two towns are exactly the same, but there is one special matter which 
affects the whole town that has not been brought forward. I am not suro 
the practice prevaded in the other portion of the township, but it prevailed 
in ours, that a certain amount of money was accepted from a man 
when he was being settled in a croft of new. He paid £ 5 before he 
got it. 

15133. Was that separate from rent?—Yes. 
15134. Do you know any case in which that has been done ?—I know 

two men who paid it. They told us in public before aU the inhabitants 
that they did pay it. 

15135. How long ago was that ?—About five years ago—not when tho 
present ground officer was in office. 

15136. Will you name those two men and their residence ?—Kenneth 
Macrae, North Shawbost, and Colin Macaulay, North Shawbost. 

15137. To whom did they pay that £5 1—I don't know to whom one 
of them paid it, but the other man declared that he paid it to the factor. 
I only repeat what the man said. 

15138. Where did these men come from ?—They were in the place at 
the time. One was born there. The other man came from the parish 
of Uig. 

15139. Where were the new crofts they got?—It was not new land 
they got, it is only when they enter upon possession of a croft. 

15140. Was that not for a payment of arrears of rent?—I can say 
nothing as to that. 

15141. How many families are there in your township of North 
Shawbost ?—Ninety-three in both Shawbosts. 

15142. How many of these are in North Shawbost?—Of the ninety-
three, forty-eight are in what is called North Shawbost proper, and tho 
rest in New Shawbost. 

15143. What rent do you pay yourself?—About £3 . I dont know 
what the township pays. 

15144. Have you any taxes besides that ?—£2, l i s . is the bare rent 
15145. What stock have you?—Two cows, one stirk, twelve sheep, 

no horse. 
15146. A good many of the other people have horses, have they not? 

—Yes, some of them have. There are not near the half of them that 
have a horse. 

15147. Do you do all your Ij'Uing with the garden spade?—Yes, wo 
have disused the crooked spade. 
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15148. Have all the Shawbost people done so?—There is not one in LEWIS, 
the township that uses the cas-chrom. 

15149. What sort of soil have you ?—It is stony, rocky ground ; some VA3, 

moss, some clay. _ Donald 
15150. What crop do you chiefly raise ?—Potatoes, barley, and oats. M'Leod. 
15151. Do you raise enough to keep your two cows ?—Yes. 
15152. You have not to buy any fodder for them ?—No, I never 

bought any fodder for them. 
15153. Do you raise potatoes enough to feed yourselves during tho 

most of the year ?—Some years the potatoes keep us going ; other years 
we have very little We had nothing to speak of this year. 

15154. Have you to buy meal every year?—Yes. 
15155. How many bolls have you bought already since autumn 1 

~H-
15156. What do you pay for it 1—-18s. per boH for oatmeal. 
15157. Which do you use the most, oatmeal or flour ?—We use 

both. 
15158. Do you use tea in every house in Shawbost ?—Very little. 
15159. But do they use it in every house I—Well, there may be some 

houses where no tea can be found. 
151 GO. I suppose these have milk?—Some of them may have milk; 

others of them have not a drop of milk. 
15161. How many cottars are there in Shawbost]—There are very 

few without land. 
15162. How many are there that have no cow ?—I know only one who 

has not some head of cattle. 
15163. I suppose there are some who have no sheep]—Yes, there 

are some without sheep. 
15164. Where do these people get their clothes ?—They buy them. 
15165. How do they make the money to buy them ?—Where there are 

families who have sons and daughters able to earn money. 
15166. Do all the young men go to the fishing]—Yes, they go to the 

fishing. 
15167. Have you any good fishing at home]—Yery little. We have 

no proper place for landing. 
15168. Would it be possible to make a good place for the boats to come 

in at Shawbost ]—Yes. 
15169. Could it be done without great expense ?—I cannot say as to 

that. I don't think it would be very expensive. There are plenty of 
stones whatever. They woidd not require to quarry a single stone ; there 
are plenty on the ground. 

15170. Would a rough pier without any hewing or lime be of any use 
if it were large enough ?-—Yes, it might be of use; but there is no 
question that it would if it was well fastened and of hewn stone. 

15171. Have any of your people in Shawbost big boats in which they 
go to the herring fishing ?—No. 

15172. Wrhat do they fish for chiefly]—They fish for cod and 
ling. 

15173. Who takes the fish from them?—The curcrs. 
15174. Do the curers provide them with boats and lines?—Yes, they 

buy them now from the curers, and get credit till they pay them in 
fish. 

15175. Where are these fish cured ?—In Stornoway, but there are, one 
or two local curers. 

15176. What is the cost of one of these boats and of a set of lines 1— 
I am unable to telL 

r 
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LEWIS. 15177. "What price do they get just now for the cod and ling?—Is. for 
• the ling and 6d. for the cod. 

LARVAS. 15178. They are getting much better prices now I suppose than they 
Donald were getting twenty years ago ?-—Yes. 
M'Leod. 15179. What was the price then for the ling and cod1?—The ling 

could be had for 6d. twenty years ago. 
15180. And the cod at 3d. I—Yes. 
15181 Sir Kenneth Mackenzie.—How long does it take to pay up 

these boats ?—In the year before last they bought some old boats, and 
they paid them within that year. 

15182. What size of boats were these 1—25 feet long, with a crew of 
seven or eight men, 

15183. Is it with long lines that they fish ?—Yes. 
15184. What bait do they use ?—Eels and herring when they get them. 
15185. Wrhere do they get the eels?—On the lines. 
15186. Are they plentiful?—Yes, they are pretty plentiful 
15187. Have they a quay at Shawbost ?—No. 
15188. Had they ever a quay there ?—There was once a sort of quay, 

but the sea washed it away. 
15189. Would they be the better of a similar quay?—It was not much 

worth, and it was in a bad place. If a new quay was Li.ilt, it would be 
built in a different place. 

15190. Is there need of a quay at all, or is there a good enough 
harbour without it ?—Yes, there is great need of it, and it would be of 
great service. There is certainly no good safe place for boats. 

15191. Mr Fraser Mackintosh.—With regard to the reclaimed land in 
your township, did the people who got that reclaimed land pay for the 
expense and the reclamation ultimately, over and above paying their rent ? 
—I cannot telL 

15192. Have you ever heard that they did?—I hear things, but I 
cannot say what they are unless I am certain. 

15193. Did you hear that the total expense of the reclamation that 
was made was paid by the tenants ultimately over and above what they 
paid in regular rent ?—-I never heard that. The reclaimed land is of two 
classes. The greater portion of it was done either at the expense of the 
proprietor or the Government. There are others again here who have 
reclaimed a bit of land at their own expense. 

15194. You have not got any of the new land?—No, except what I 
may have reclaimed myself. 

15195. Did some ofJ the people in Shawbost get Government meal 
when they were building houses?—I heard of some that got meal and 
some that did not. It was the proprietor who gave the meal, so far as I 
am aware—at all events, it came through his hands. 

15196. Was that meal repaid?—It was very little they got. I am not 
aware that they paid it back. 

15197. Did you hear it was paid back?—No. I know that the little 
I got myself when I was building my house I never paid back. 

15198. About the £5 which you say you heard was paid by two men, 
did they get any equivalent for the £ 5 ?-—One of them told me he never 
got a penny. 

15199. Did he not receive buildings, or did he pay anything to the 
outgoing man for the timber or otherwise ?—One of the men is my own 
next door neighbour. He came in upon the place of a man who had run 
into arrears. He built a new house himself upon that place, and the 
former tenant is there still, sitting in the old house on the same property. 
I don't know whether he had made any arrangement with that tenant. 
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15200. To whom was it that the man gave the money ?—To the factor. 
15201. What factor]—He told me it was to the factor. Tho thing 

occurred five years ago 
15202. Is the man here1?—I don't think he is. 
15203. What is his name?—Kenneth Macrae. 
15204. Was there a rumour through Shawbost that some time ago the 

former ground officer wa3 in the habit of exacting those sums on his own 
account without the knowledge of his superiors ?—It was the ground 
officer that actuaUy imposed this sum of money upon that man, but he 
himself says it was for the factor. [Question repeated.] I used to hear 
a rumour of that kind, but I cannot say for certain that there was any 
foundation for it. 

JOHN MATHESON, Crofter, Upper Barvas (68)—examined. 

15205. The Cliainnan.—Were you freely chosen a delegate?—Yes. John 
This is the memorial of the people of Upper Barvas:—»- Changes. Matheson. 
' —Before 1833 the crofter tenants were only twelve in number, and 
' paying rent to the minister. About 1833 they and their land were 
' separated from the minister, and their land divided into fourteen lots, at 
' £46 rent. A double glebe was left to the minister by law, because of 
' the inferiority of the soil, the same containing 30 acres of the crofters' 
' former land. The crofters' fourteen lots consisted of land much more 
' inferior. A small piece of land was promised to them from olf Lower 
1 Barvas for £ 5 additional rent; but it was never given, though the £ 5 
' are yearly paid by them, and also £ 5 by the Lower Barvas people. 
' Blow there are 24 crofter tenants in Upper Barvas, paying £58, 7s. (a sum 
' made up of rent proper, and what was for some time kept separate, as 5s. 
' road money and Is. Kain or hen money). School rates, poor rates, and 
1 road money are also paid. These different items may be seen in their 
' receipts. Holdings.—Small, and inferior in soil, also rocky, and cannot 
' be worked by horses; best land and pasture in hands of a select few. 
' Some parts left uncultivated, because unprofitable. Stock. Sheep and 
1 cattle more in number than can be rightly kept from the people's 
1 anxiety to have, through their sale and the reservemen's and fishermen's 
' earnings, the sum of money needed for rent and rates. The rent never 

• reduced. The people cannot keep out of debt. The paupers are a 
' burden on the crofters; but they delight in supplying them with the 
' necessaries of life, besides paying poor rates. Remedy.—Land-holdings 
• of such size and kind, arable and pasture, and on such conditions as 
' may, with industry and thrift, afford proper and sufficient maintenance. 
' — J O H N MATHESON, DONALD M 'DONALD.' 

15206. How many people were there present at your election?—A 
great many. 

15207. How many poeple are there in Upper Barvas paying rent 
directly ?—Twenty-four. 

15208. How many are there not paying rent directly1?—One. 
15209. Sir Kenneth Mackenzie.—Does that include the paupers of 

which this paper speaks?—There is no pauper staying in Upper Barvas 
except one girl, and perhaps also a young child. 

15210. The Chairman.—It says—'The paupers are a burden on the 
' crofters.' Does that mean those two people ?—It is the paupers of the 
whole parish. 

LEWIS. 

BARVAS. 

Donald 
M'Leod. 
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LEWIS. 15211. Do you mean the poor people, or the people receiving 
parochial assistance ?—Paupers. 

BAUVAS. 15212. Of the whole parish 1—The whole parish. 
John 15213. There are twenty-four families paying rent, and there were 

Mathfeon. formerly twelve families before 1833. How has that increase taken place ? 
Have they been brought from other places, or are they the natural increase 
of the people of the soil ?—The people belonged to the place. Few if any 
outsiders were placed among us. In 1833 in addition to the twelve who 
were paying rent, there were two who did not pay rent at that time, and 
who were allowed crofts afterwards. 

15214. Have you got a croft1?—Yes, a whole croft. 
15215. What stock do you keep?—I have too many for my croft this 

year. I have three cows, three young beasts, about twenty head of 
sheep, and one horse. 

15216. What is your rent?—£3, 6s., not including taxes. 
15217. You said you have more stock than you should have. What 

is your summing1?—When I said I was overstocked this year, I meant 
that I had more stock than the croft can properly feed. I have no 
summing. That has gone out of fashion, and we are none the better for 
that. 

15218. Are you obliged to buy fodder for your stock in winter1?—We 
would require to buy a great deal this year if we could only get it, but it 
was so scarce that we could hardly get it. We always buy more or less. 

15219. How much do you buy on an average?—In a good year we do 
not buy anything to speak of, but we get a good deal of their provender 
out of the shore—sea-ware. 

15220. In an unsatisfactory year, how much do you buy?—I would 
probably almost have to pay about £ 1 in order to maintain my present 
stock properly in an average year. 

15221. You said you gave sea-ware to your animals. To which do you 
give the sea-ware'—To the whole of them. 

15222. Do the sheep eat sea-ware?—No, not the sheep,—the cattle. 
15223. Does the horse eat sea-ware?—Yes. 
15224. Do the cows and the horse thrive on the sea-ware, and what 

particular description of weed do they get?—It is very good for them 
when they have other provender along with i t It is tangle. 

15225. Do you dry the sea-weed before giving it, or do you just give it 
to the beasts off the shore ?—Right off the shore, and they go away down 
to the sea themselves to eat i t Of course, the people bring it up for them 
too. 

15226. We were told in another place that if the cattle got sea-weed 
they swooned. Have you observed anything of the kind here ?—Yes, and 
it sometimes kills them; but that is only at a certain time of the year. 
In the spring of the year we require to be particularly careful when they 
get this sea-ware lest it may kill them. I saw sixteen killed by the sea-
ware one day; but it is only for a very short period of the year that 
there is that great danger, and we are very careful at that time. 

15227. What do you think is the reason of its being poisonous at one 
time and useful at another?—The cows are at all times very fond of this 
sea-ware, and when they get down to the shore and get an abundant 
supply they take too much; but when the people bring it home to them 
they regulate the supply to a moderate quantity. At the beginning of 
spring they are weaker, being worse fed and in worse condition than at 
any other time, and it is worse for them when they get a gorge of i t 

15228. Is it good for cows in the way of making milk?—Yes, it is 
very good, especially at this time of the year. 
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15229. What is the best food along with it»—Straw. Potatoes, for LEWIS, 
example, are not so good along with it as straw is. 

15230. Have you plenty of sea-weed?—Yes, generally there is plenty, BARVAS. 
but sometimes we complain. There are some places better than others. j o n n 

15231. Axe you allowed to gather it freely on your own shore?— Matheson. 
Yes. 

15232. Is any payment taken for it?—No. 
15233. Can you gather it on the shore of the tacksmen, if there are any 

tacksmen ?—The only tacksman in our neighbourhood is the minister of 
the parish, Mr Strachan, and he and we are upon very good terms, and 
we are quite free to go upon his foreshore and he upon ours to take sea-
ware. 

15234. You say that a small piece of land was promised to you from 
Lower Barvas for £ 5 additional rent. Why was that additional piece of 
land never given to you?—In the days of John Munro Mackenzie there 
was a march between Lower and Upper Barvas, and he stated that Upper 
Barvas got more than its fair proportion of land. Our arable land was 
equal, but he assigned a certain portion of pasture land to Upper 
Barvas. This portion of pasture land we never got. He said that the 
rent of the property would require to be increased by £5 because of this 
additional bit of pasture land. That was done. The £ 5 was placed upon 
us, but the bit of land we did not get. It remained with Lower Barvas, 
which had it originally. 

15235. Then, perhaps the people of Lower Barvas would not like to 
part with the ground ?—No, certainly not. They got no abatement of 
rent either. 

15236. Would you like to take away ground from your neighbours 
who do not want to part with it ?—No; they never wanted to get any of 
our ground. 

15237. Then what you ask for is increased holdings?—We do not 
know where we can get more land. We leave that to people wiser in 
respect to such matters than we are. 

15238. You can remember fifty years ago quite well, Do you think 
the people of Upper Barvas are poorer and worse off than they used to be 
fifty yean ago ?—They are not so well off now. It cannot be, with 
the number of people there. 

15239. Are they worse dressed than they were then ?—I cannot very 
well answer the question. I remember that fifty years ago we were clothed 
with the wool and home-made cloth of our district. Instead of that they 
have to-day senseless rags that they buy here and there in other places. 

15240. But I see the people all around me are well dressed and 
decently dressed ?—Yes, it is quite true, but they are clothed in their best 
to-day. After all, what is it worth beside a jacket or a coat of home-made 
cloth, or a pair of trousers of home-made cloth, which I saw in my time ? 

15241. Are the houses worse than they were in your time, or are they 
better ?—The houses are considerably better. I have myself built a poor 
house in many ways, but I have built two houses in my time, and it is 
superior to the house my father had. H my father's house had been better 
than it was, probably mine would be better than it is. 

15242. What about your food ?—The food is not half so good. I 
heard one of the previous delegates speak to the same fact on that matter 
to-day. 

15243. I have heard there are no public houses or places for the sale 
of liquor in the country except in Stornoway. Do you approve of that? 
—I quite approve of that regulation. When there were licensed premises 
nearer me, I was tired enough of them. 
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LEWIS. 15244. But you did not go there yourself?—Yes, there was such a day 
when I used to frequent them, but even I gave it up entirely. 

I-AuvAs. 15245. Are there many temperance people now1?—I do not know. I 
John never took the pledge myself, and I am not very sure that I ever regarded 

Matheson. that mode of promoting temperance too high. If one who is satisfied in 
his own mind that it is a proper thing to do so, that is my idea of 
temperance. 

1524G. Mr Fraser Mackintosh.—Are you able to sell anything off your 
croft ?—Nothing. 

15247. Do you not sell a beast?—Yes, we sell a stirk. 
15248. What did you last sell, and when1?—Last October I sold two 

two-year-olds, and I am rather ashamed to tell the condition in which 
they were in the presence of gentlemen. I only got £ 5 for the pair of 
them. 

15249. When do you expect to sell another one?—Very soon. I must 
sell Supposing there were only two, necessity would compel me to seU 
one of them. 

15250. Do you sell any sheep?—I seU a few sheep now and again. 
15251. What do you get for the sheep?—Where there is no good 

pasture there can be no good mutton. We sell our two or three-year-old 
•wedders from 12s. to 20s. I have seen 20s. got for them, but that is 
rare. 

15252. Are these the only tilings that you can sell off the produce of 
the croft ?—I sell nothing else. In a very good year I once sold four 
barrels of potatoes, but it was an exceptionally good year. 

15253. How much are you obliged to spend in a year in the purchase 
of meal and other necessaries for supporting your family ?—My family is 
now very small; they are scattered here and there ; but when they were 
gathered together I would consider £ 2 0 a very moderate aUowance for 
what I had to purchase. 

15254. Is there a scarcity of milk much more so than prevailed in 
former times?—Yes, and of butter. We have lost the butter entirely of 
late in comparison with the day I have seen. 

15255. Are you obliged to give your children tea now to make up to 
some extent for the loss of milk ?—Yes. I was the father of a family 
myself before I could distinguish between tea and coffee. The children 
now can distinguish between the two articles before they are four years 
of age. They are not at all so innocent in that respect as I was. 

15256. Is your rent altered in any way since 1833 ?—It was raised. 
To begin with, there was that £ 5 of which I have already spoken, and 
then there was 6s. in the time of Munro imposed upon every crofter. 

15257. For what purpose ?—For road money and hen money. 
15258. It appears that the hens at first used to be delivered in the 

time of the Seaforths, but do you know how long it was dropped ; how 
long was there between the time they gave in the fowls and the time the 
money was paid ?—I cannot very weU teH. I remember the time myself 
when the hens were beiug delivered, and the practice of payment 
commenced in Munro's time. 

15259. Had the giving of the hens ceased so long that when the money 
was exacted it came upon the people as a new tax or new rent altogether? 
—They looked upon it no doubt when it was first imposed upon them as 
a new imposition, but, although I myself was without any hen at the 
time, I remember when the old people used to say that they would prefer 
to pay the shilling rather than deliver the fowl. 

15260. Do they stiU go to the shedings ?—Yes, regularly. 
15261. How many go ?—Probably there will be two heads of cattle on 
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an average going to the summer pasture from each house, and a female LEWIS. 
always accompanies them, but sometimes two neighbours may entrust the 
care of their cattle to one person. BAR\ AS. 

15262. When do they send them ?—About this time. j o n n 

15263. How long do they keep them there ?-—Six weeks. Matheson. 
15264. Do the women stay all that time in the sheilings?—Yes. 
15265. Is the milk sent home, or do they make butter and cheese?— 

The milk comes home every day. 
15266. Is somebody sent for it?—The milkman comes home every 

morning with the milk. 
15267. How far is it?—From four to six miles distant from the 

homestead. 
15268. Do the women sleep in bothies?—They sleep outside in the 

sheilings. 
15269. Did your ever hear of an old custom of the people of the 

place to meet and go in a sort of procession singing a sort of chant when 
they went to the sheilings 1—I have heard something of that practice, but 
I am not able to give any correct opinion about it. I believe it must 
have been long ago. 

15270. What is the tradition you have heard about it ?—They used to 
sing, but it.was not psalms; it was not the Psalms of David, whatever. 
They had some metrical composition. 

15271. Do you think it was so long ago as to date from the times 
before they were Christians ?—I cannot say. 

15272. Is there anybody in the place who has any recollection of such 
a thing ?—No. 

15273. The Cliairman.—Do you remember a factor called Knox?— 
Very well indeed. Everybody would know him. There was nobody in 
the whole island like him. 

15274. Do you mean he was so good or so bad?—I mean his 
personal appearance. He was a great, big, fat man. 

15275. Did that factor exact a shilling for hen money?—I remember 
perfectly well of the hens being delivered in his time, and I am inclined 
to believe that the practice continued during the whole time of his 
factorship. 

15276. Did he exact a week's work from the people, and failing that, 
5s. instead?—Yes, the service was rendered in his time. I cannot 
remember the men who paid the 5s., but the service was pretty 
punctually rendered. 

15277. Did you ever hear it said that pottery used to be made by the 
people in Barvas?—Yes, I both heard and saw vessels of clay being 
made. 

15278. Wrhat sort of vessels were they?—AU sorts. "We have them 
here yet—a good number of them. There is one person here that makes 
them yet. 

15279. Do they make jars and dishes for milk and butter?—No. She 
could not make jars with narrow necks, but she would make crocks for 
butter. 

15280. "Were they painted, or had they patterns upon them?—I am 
not aware, but, as to the woman I speak of, some of her work was sent to 
Edinburgh, and gentlemen who came to the place used to hunt her up 
and get some of the work she did. 

15281. Was this an art which they learned abroad, or was it an old 
traditional art in the place ?—Yes, in the days of my grandfather and 
great-grandfather these clay vessels were in most common use. I cannot 
accurately say, but my own belief is that this art was of native growth. 

3 Q 
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LEWIS. Rev. JAMES STRACHAN, Minister of the Parish of Barvas (56)— 
examined. 

BARVAS. 
15282. The Chairman.—How long have you been minister of this 

Ota \fmes parish 1—Within a month of twenty-five years. 
15283. WTere you a native of this country?—No. 
15284. Did you come here at the time you were appointed to this 

parish?—I came to the Lewis first of aU in 1845. 
15285. Between the period of your first coming thirty-eight years ago 

and the period you were nominated minister here, what was your engage­
ment or occupation ì—For the first two years I was private tutor in the 
family of the minister of Stornoway; for three years thereafter teacher of a 
parish school; and then for an interval of eight years I was not residing in 
the Lewis, but I came regularly every year to see my friends on the island. 

15286. Sir Kenneth Mackenzie.—In what part of Lewis did you teach 
a school 1—In the parish of Lochs, on the other side. 

15287. The Chairman.—Do you wish to make any statement here on 
behalf of the crofters'?—I should not object to make a statement, but 
whether it shaU prove to be on behalf of the crofters I leave the 
Commissioners to judge. I should regret very much to say anything 
either for or against them. I should like to make my statement with 
the utmost impartiality according to my knowledge. 

15288. We leave that to your discretion and judgment. Of course, we 
wish to hear your unbiassed opinion 1—"Well I cannot say, of course, how 
far the statements made to-day by crofters are inconsistent with the truth, 
but I have no reason to doubt that on the whole they are so—that the 
truth has been told. I cannot vouch for the facts stated, but I have no 
reason to doubt the truthfulness of the witnesses who have come forward. 
I would say that, in my opinion, the crofts held by the people arc-
generally too small for their support. The average rent of a croft in this 
parish is £ 3 , and I calculate that although 500 per cent, of the rent was 
realised in the shape of profit by each tenant, it would not be sufficient to 
maintain his family in comfort. It would leave him only £12 per 
annum to live upon. Therefore, it is perfectly obvious that the lots are 
too small for the number occupying them. At the same time, it is my 
present opinion that the rent charged is by no means too large. The 
rent charged I consider to be very moderate indeed for the advantages 
enjoyed. StiU that does not do away with the fact that the lots are on 
too sniaU a scale; in fact, I may state here what I have often said before 
in private, that though the lands were enjoyed without rent at all, they 
would not be sufficient to support the number in occupation of them. 
That is my general statement with regard to the complaint of the tenants. 
How this state of matters arose it is not for me to say, because I cannot 
go far enough back in the history of this island. I have not been able to 
form anything even approaching to an opinion upon that point. Whether 
they were better off centuries ago than they are now I cannot say, but I 
may say that there are certain things done by the tenants themselves 
which I think have been operating for long very much to their 
disadvantage. It is consistent with my knowledge that the rules of the 
whole estate of the Lewis have been always against the practice of sub­
dividing the lands, and I am not quite prepared to deny that the smallness 
of the tenures now occupied by the people must be traced to their own 
wilful and determined breach of the rules to which I have referred. Of 
that I am perfectly satisfied, and had there been no subdivision such as 
unfortunately has taken place to the extent that I think has already been 
told here, there would not have been such grounds of complaint. It is, I 
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think, altogether unreasonable that out of 1100 households living in this LEWIS. 
parish, there should be only about 800 that are actuaUy rent-payers. The — -
other 300 or thereabouts are living virtuaUy at the expense of the 800. YA8, 

I should also state, that whatever is charged as a rent,—I wiU now make j j e v Jac-.es 
a remark in favour of the people and, apparently at least, against the Strachan. 
management on the part of the proprietor,—whatever is charged in the 
shape of rent, ought to be in my opinion bona fide rent as weU as nominal, 
and I think it is a hardship that the five shillings in this parish and six 
shillings in one or two others, charged for road money, and supposed to be 
done away with as road money when the Roads and Bridge of Lewis . 
District Act came into force, should still be continued and charged 
along with the ordinary rent when the people are taxed for roads, as I am 
myself, at so much per pound by Act of Parliament; and my humble 
opinion is, that since this tax came to be uplifted, the rate charged for 
roads, whether in the shape of money or labour, ought to have ceased. 
That is my distinct impression, and I sympathise with the people in 
mentioning that as one of their grievances. I have also to state that, in 
my opinion, both the school rates and the poor rates in this parish are not 
only excessive, not only exorbitant, but I would venture to use a very 
strong adjective—monstrous. The poor rates, I think, might be reduced 
very materially, if we had an inspector residing within the bounds of the 
parish, if possible in the centre cf i t ; and I consider that the Parochial 
Board have faUen into a great mistake in years past in employing as 
inspector a gentleman who does not reside within the bounds, and who 
not only resides at a distance from the parish, but has assumed to 
himself the burden of acting as inspector for another parish besides 
this one. The consequence is that those already on the roU are 
not properly attended to, and the new applications are not faithfully and 
properly considered. They cannot possibly be. As for the school rates, 
I am sorry to say that for the current year they are as high as 3s. 8d. 
Last year they were still higher,—I forget what they were,—but the year 
before that they were actually 6s. 8d. per pound—a most preposterous tax, 
—and yet I must say further in connection with this, that I have to 
blame the people themselves, LwiU not say merely in a great measure, but 
almost altogether, for the excessive rate they have to pay for the 
maintenance of the schools. They wiH not help their children in regular 
attendance. Were they to do so it is a matter of easy calculation to 
show that an assessment of something like one shilling per pound would 
be quite sufficient. The misfortune is that they have not been awakened 
to the moral obligation lying upon them to furnish their children 
with what every man around this table must consider to be as neces­
sary for their moral good as food and raiment are for their physical 
good. They are not alive to that, and the consequence is that the rates 
are enormous, and when the School Board attempts to put the Education 
Act in force it is consistent with my knowledge that they incur a great 
deal of odium from the people, and are threatened with ejection on the 
occasion of next ellection. These are briefly the statements I would 
make, and I conclude upon the whole with the expression of my opinion 
that the holdings of the tenants of this parish are too confined, and that 
the smallnessof them is traceable much, if not entirely, to the unfortunate 
subdivision that has taken place. 

15289. Sir Kenneth Mackenzie.—Have you made any distinct 
calculation from which you draw the conclusion that the school rate 
might be reduced to one shilling per pound 1—Yes, I have made a calcula­
tion very carefully. I take into the calculation not only the ordinary 
grants given by Government for passes, but also that most splendid grant 

http://Jac-.es
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LEWIS. commonly known in this part of Scotland as Lochiel's Clause,—the 7s. 
6d. grant. It is always called Lochiel's Clause, and it seems to me to 

BARVAS. have been the very thing to suit a parish not able to maintain its own 
Rev James educational staff—the very thing to supplement the poverty of any 
Strachan. parish. It is so framed as to meet the necessities of any case, however 

poor. 
15290. Dont you draw the Lochiel grant at present?—I am not a 

member of the Board now; but they ought to draw a considerable 
amount from the 7s. 6d grant, and they would draw a considerably larger 
amount if the schools were properly attended. 

15291. What is that clause1?—It is to this effect—that there is a grant 
of 7s 6d. made for every scholar in average attendance, less the amount 
produced by a 3d. rate. 

15292. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—It is limited to certain counties?— 
Yes, the county of Ross is one to which the benefit is extended. There 
are 800 school-going children in round numbers in the parish, and were 
they to attend regularly I calculate they would realise something like 
16s. per head by the ordinary grants, and if you add the 7s. 6d. grant 
to that, it is easy to see that there would be a sufficient amount of money 
supplied to keep the staff going, along with one shLUing in the pound, 
which would amount to £150 additional. 

15293. I suppose that the heaviness of the rates in Barvas is accounted 
for by this, that there are fewer large farm rents and fewer large shooting 
rents ?—Yes ; a lower rent in general. 

15294. And a larger population1?—A larger population. It is a 
singular fact that in proportion to the population, we have in this parish 
about the smallest if not the very smallest number of paupers in all the 
parishes of Scotland, and yet we pay about the highest rate. 

15295. Do you think a resident inspector would be able to still further 
reduce the number of paupers ?—I should think so. 

15296. Although it is the smallest number that you know in 
proportion to its population ?—The number might not only be reduced, 
but the whole management of the thing might be more economically 
conducted. 

15297. With regard to the sizes of the holdings, do you see any way 
to increase the size of the holdings here 1—No, I am sorry to say I do 
not. 

15298. You have no remedy to suggest for the present state of things ? 
—Not so long as the remedy is supposed to lie in the parish itself. I 
cannot suggest anything. 

15299. But your remark points at some other remedy that suggests 
itself to yon?—Yes, I should just apply the remedy that is applied in 
every other case, with an extension of ground if possible. Let the super­
abundant population find employment elsewhere as they do in other parts. 
When my own family increases on my hands I do not keep them at home. 
I send them to Australia or New Zealand or any place where I can find a 
proper opening for them. I never think of over-crowding my own 
house with a super-abundant family. 

15300. Have you observed, during the twenty-five years you have been 
resident in the parish, signs of increasing poverty among the people, 
keeping out this last year ?—I am not prepared to say I have observed 
that their habits are different from what they used to be, but 
they are fonder now of buying things not produced at home than they 
used to be twenty-five years ago. 

15301. But have they the power to produce these things at home?—I 
cannot say I have observed any difference in that. I have often been 
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advising them to use to a greater extent than they do their own home LEWIS. 
produce and not to be sending it to market, where they get perhaps very 
inferior and useless materials instead of the wholesome fish, mdk, fowls, RVA3, 

eggs, &c, which they can still produce at home. Eev. James 
15302. Are they in the habit of seUing eggs and fish 1—Yes. Strachan. 
15.303. Dont they keep enough for their own home consumption I— 

Not so much as I think they ought to do, and not so much as they 
would require. 

15304. Mr Cameron.—Do you think that in former times the people 
used to live more upon the meal they produced at home than they do 
now ? Did they always buy meal Ì—They always bought more or less. 
I do not remember the time when, year after year, they were able to live 
on the produce of their own holdings. 

15305. Do you think they grow less meal than they used to do Ì—I 
am not prepared to give an answer. 

15306. Where do the people in this parish earn money to enable them 
to buy articles from the south ?—In one district there is an extensive cod 
and ling fishing carried on; and a number of men also leave the country 
to go to the east coast herring fishing, and they realise more or less money 
from both sources. 

15307. Do you think they realise more money from these sources than 
they did in former times ?—Yes, they do. 

15308. Do you think they .realise more money from the sale of sheep 
and cattle than they did in former times ?—Markets are very fluctuating. 
A t the present time I believe the prices for cattle and wool and sheep 
are very much larger than they were twenty years ago. Even though the-
price of wool has fallen for the last three or four years it is still larger 
than it was before. 

15309. I suppose the people sold very little wool1?—I dont think they 
sold much wool then. 

15310. Would you say that the people are better off now than they 
were in the few years immediately following the great potato famine %— 
No. I think not. This of course is an exceptional time. I think they 
were rather better off then than they are now. I mean, taking that as an 
exceptional time and this as an exceptional time, I think the destitution 
is more severe now than it was in 18-17 and foUowing years in conse­
quence of the failure of the potatoes, because at that time there was no 
failure of the fishing as there was last year, and there was no destruction 
of crops. 

15311. I was not speaking so much of one year as of the last few 
years. I would like you to compare the last few years with the period 
succeeding the great potato famine ?—I should say they were better off 
within the last few years. 

15312. "What date woidd you fix as that at which the people enjoyed 
most material comfort and prosperity ?—WeU, I should say, for the last 
fifteen years markets have risen, and they have got better prices for their 
cattle and wool than they used to get. 

15313. Have you any suggestion to make on the subject of the fishings 
in this neighbourhood, and the relations which subsist between the 
fishermen and the fish-curers 1—So far as I have been able to ascertain the 
fish-curers pay the fishermen well and in my opinion the fishermen ought 
to be content with the prices they get for the fish caught. 

15311. Do you know if they are paid in money or in kind?—To £ 
very great extent in kind. 

15315. Is the value of the meal property estimated and the value of the 
fish caught propely estimated, so as to be just and fair towards the fisher-
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LEWIS. men ?—'Vfeìì, there is a complaint on the part of the fishermen that they 
buy dear meal and dear goods at the hands of the curers. 

BARVAS. 15316. Do they complain also that they seU cheap fish?—No, I have 
R<>v. James not heard any complaint of that. 
Strachan. 15317. The curers aHow them sufficient for the fish but do not give 

them meal cheap enough ?—Yes; that they lose by the transaction of 
being paid in kind. 

15318. Have they ever made any representation to the curers to alter 
the system 1—-I am not aware they have. 

15319. Do you think the curers would be wLUing to come to some 
arrangement by which they would pay them in money ?—"What I have 
heard 8sh-curers aHege is that people were so deeply in their debt that 
they could scarcely afford to deal with them on any other terms than the 
truck or payment in kind system. 

15320. Do you believe that statement to be correct?—I am bound to 
believe it when men are unanimous in making the statement. 

15321. Have you ever heard anything to the contrary from the fisher­
men ?—No, I have not heard anything to the contrary. 

15322. But as a rule the fishermen complain of the system. They 
would prefer getting the money, and dealing with the fish-curer as 
with any other tradesman in the way of supplying them with meal ?—I 
fancy so. There would be an open market for them to go where they 
chose with their money. 

15323. You are a member of the Parochial Board ?—Yes. 
15324. Have you ever made any attempt to remedy the state of things 

you complain of ?—Yes, I was in a minority of the board contending 
for a resident inspector instead of one living at Stornoway. 

15325. Are the representatives of the crofters fairly distributed 
amongst the different townships of the parish in the parochial board ?— 
They are. 

15326. Do you ever have any contested elections?—No. 
15327. I suppose it is generaUy the most respected and well-to-do 

crofter who represents the crofter class ?—Yes; I have never known any 
contest take place with regard to them. They elect one from the south 
end, another from the northwards of that, a third from the northwards of 
that again, and a fourth from the north end of the parish. 

15328. Have you found these crofter representatives endeavour to 
reduce the cost of working in the Parochial Board ?—WeU, I am sorry to 
say that though I occupy the position of being chairman of that board 
and have been so for years back, I do not find them disposed to support 
my views of economy, especially in regard to the inspector, I find in fact 
that the Parochial Board, perhaps are more inclined to side with the 
chamberlain than with me ; I mean that the crofter members of the 
board are always more inclined to side with the chamberlain than with me. 

15329. Do you find that they are inclined to be more extravagant 
than the others ?—They are by no means inclined to be extravagant. 

15330. You do not find them to be anxious to burden the rates with 
paupers who may be relatives?—Very rarely. Attempts of that kind 
have been made, but very rarely. The tendency is rather to keep down 
the rates 

15331. 77*e Chairman.—Who is the inspector?—Mr Hector Macleod 
Ross, residing at Stornoway. 

15332. He is inspector for this parish ?—Yes, and also for the parish of 
Lochs. 

15333. Is he in the habit of coming here frequently ?—Not frequently. 
I question if ho comes of toner than he is obliged to do by statute. 
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15334. You mention that there were a very great number of children LEWIS, 
who did not come to school, but whose presence would conduce to relieve „ ~ 
the rates; are many of those chddren kept away by distance ?—No; ' 
they have no reason to be kept away by distance. Rev. James 

15335. Aere they almost all within three miles of a public elementary Strachan. 
school ?—They are. 

15336. Do you think that any of them are kept away for want of 
decent clothing ?—Yes. In some cases I am sorry to say they are kept 
away on that account. 

15337. You have borne testimony to the fact that the holdings are too 
smaU in area. You have also probably heard it aUeged here or elsewhere 
that the productive capacities of the soil are much diminished by constant 
over-cropping ?—Is that consistent with your experience and observation? 
—I cannot say it is so far as I can judge. I have not seen any signs of 
that. I may make an exception to that in connection with potatoes. 
The potato failure last year has been a sort of unexplained mystery, and I 
have heard it attributed to the exhaustion of the soil, I do not concur, how­
ever, in that opinion. It may be so, but I cannot understand it. The 
other crops were sufficiently good. 

15338. Would it be possible to extend the small holdings of the 
crofters in any degree at the expense of the large farmers either in the 
parish or on the border of the parish ? Do you think the congestion of 
people might be relieved in that way 1—Unquestionably, and when I said 
that I saw no local remedy, I meant so long as the tacksmen have leases of 
their farms. 

15339. In fact so long as there are tacksmen1?—So long as there are 
tacksmen. 

15340. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—With reference to this matter about 
the inspector of poor, is there any person within this parish who is 
competent to fiU that office ?—Yes, more than one. 

15341. There is no difficulty on that score?—None whatever in my 
opinion. 

15342. May I ask then what influence is it that prevents the people of 
Barvas from having an inspector of their own within their own parish ?— 
The people of Barvas in their inner hearts and in their expression of 
opinion to me were dead against having a stranger to be inspector, but 
unfortunately ten or twelve years ago it was recommended by the Board 
of Supervision to the Parochial Board here to make the inspector of Barvas 
the inspector the Lochs and Uig. This recommendation was made by the 
Board of Supervision under the belief that the management of the three 
parishes would be more economical to each—that they would have to pay 
one inspector instead of three, and that the whole thing would be the better 
of being concentrated under the management of one man. But, instead of 
its having proved an economical arrangement, it has been the reverse. 
The inspector of Barvas, instead of deriving an income of £25 from the 
parish of Barvas, had it increased tLU it was £50 . The same increase was 
made in Lochs and Uig. The poor came to be neglected; new applica­
tions for relief were hurriedly and slovenly looked at, and the rates 
increased from the day the inspectors took the management of another 
parish besides this. I for one remonstrated with the Board of Supervision 
for having made such a recommendation, and when a vacancy took place . 
two or three years ago, I repeated my remonstrance to the Board of Super­
vision and hoped they would not encourage what the people had so much 
reason to complain of. Of the candidates for the office I supported one 
belonging to the parish. The only other person nominated was Mr Ross, 
and he got the appointment by a majority of votes, though it was weU 
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LEWIS. known at the time that he was also inspector of the parish of Lochs. I 
dissented and protested to the Board of Supervision and the Board gave 

ARVAS. m e ^ e a n g w e r tkaf. tijgy n a ( j n 0 p 0 w e r to interfere, and the matter has 
Rev. James remained in that state. 
Strachan. 15343. How many members were present at the time this vote was 

taken?—There were four elected members. The number of elected 
members in this parish is limited to four. Besides these, were five others, 
non-elected, present at that meeting. 

15344. How did the vote go1!—I had two supporters. 
15345. Did all the crofter interest go with the chamberlain?—Yes, 

with the exception of one; I got one vote from a crofter. 
15346. Then we may take it that the chamberlain's interest was 

thrown in in. favour of Mr Ross ?—Entirely. 
15347. It was not in your time that the additional glebe was given?— 

No. But it can scarcely be called an additional glebe. The minister of 
Barvas never had a properly designed glebe previous to the designation of 
what is now in possession of the minister. 

15348. What is the extent of the glebe?—I suppose it will be about 
200 acres. 

15349. Do you know who possessed that ground before it became a 
glebe ?—The minister possessed it as a tacksman, with sub-tenants. 

15350. Some of the Barvas crofters complain that thirty acres were 
taken from them. Do you know whether that was so or not ?—There were 
sub-tenants under the minister on the ground now belonging to the glebe, 
and when the glebe was designed they were necessarily removed. 

15351. And you have no knowledge whether they received any allowance 
or not for what was taken from them at the time?—No. 

15352. In regard to the attendance at the school, if there is a good 
attendance it has a tendency to diminish the rate in a populous place ?— 
The amount of the rate, in fact, may be said to depend altogether on the 
attendance. 

15353. And the large population in your parish, if properly regulated, 
should make the rate very low ?—It should make our rate very low. 

15354. You have been a long time in the Lews and know it very well. 
Don't you think there is enough of land on the island for all the people 
row inLews if they got increased holdings? There are said to be 450,000 
acres and 25,000 people ?—I am not prepared to give an answer to that 
question, inasmuch as I am not a professional in the matter. I should be 
prepared to doubt whether there is enough, looking at the general quality 
of the land. 

15355. How much of your own land is arable; how much do you 
cultivate ?—I cultivate nothing but potatoes, and also a few turnips. 

15356. Is there not a good deal of it susceptible of being turned over 
and cropped year by year?—Yes, there is a good deal of it so. I may 
mention that I do not cultivate the glebe myself. It is occupied by a 
tenant, and he rather goes in for sheep farming than cropping, and he 
raises no crop but turnips for sheep. 

15357. In point of fact, is there not a good deal of what was once 
arable land within the parish, but now uncultivated ?—Yes. There is a 
good deal,—superior ground as ground goes here. 

15358. You have stated that to the best of your belief the circumstances 
of the people have not deteriorated very much of late years, except this 
last year. Now if they are all very anxious to get land, do you think 
several ofthem would be able to stock increased holdings ?—Yes; those 
of them who are better off than the rest. A number of them are much 
better off than the rest. Some of them keep more stock than the strict 



Minutes of Evidence. 985 

summing which the crofts aUow, and a number of them would be able to LEWIS, 
stock much larger holdings than they at present possess. 

15359. You have, no doubt, in traveUing about, been in the habit of BARVAS. 
seeing the kind of stock that the crofters and small people have. If they j> Tame 
really had more grass and better feeding, would their stock be a very fair Strachan. 
stock. Their cattle especiaUy 1—Their cattle turn out very well; 1 find 
it so. 

15360. And from your own knowledge dont you think they have a 
very fair breed 1—The breed is very fine as to quality, but small as to 
size 

15361. Do you think a crofter who got a larger holding and was 
industrious could raise in a smaUer degree stock that might even compare 
with some of the big farmers in the market 1—Yes, in proportion to the 
size. 

15362. There is nothing to prevent them doing so 1—I think not. 
15363. With reference to the matter about roads, was the labour or 

payment of five shillings exclusively for roads or for other works as part of 
the rent 1—It always went under the name of road money. I never knew 
it to be for any other purpose. 

15364. Of course in old times there was such a thing as statute labour, 
and a man was bound to work or pay a certain sum?—Yes. 

15365. Now you are under an Act of Parliament, and an assessment is 
levied for roads ?—Yes. 

15366. And what you complain of is that this old converted statute 
labour money is still kept up in the name of rent, while a rate is levied 
per pound for the roads under the Act 1—I have no title to mention it 
under the name of complaint, because it does not affect me, but I mention 
it as a matter I do not exactly approve of, in consequence of its not 
being fairly and squarely rent from the first. 

15367. Do you find the people altogether in your parish a peaceable, 
well-behaved class 1—Remarkably so. 

15368. And under very trying circumstances particularly this last 
year 1—Under very trying circumstances,—peaceable, temperate, and, in 
fact, singularly free from aU the more open vices. 

15369. The Chairman.—Do you find the people humane and charitable 
to each other in circumstances of distress %—Very much so indeed. 

15370. And no offences against property1?—No, nothing to speak of. 
Of course there have been instances in which the police have had to 
interfere and report to the fiscal, but they are comparatively few 
considering the population. 

15371. Sheriff Nicolson.—Do you find any strong objection on the 
part of the people here to any proposal that they should relieve the over­
crowding by voluntary emigration Ì—I have known individuals object to 
it, and I have known individuals highly approve of it and avail 
themselves of the opportunity of emigrating, especially when they got 
assisted passages. I am not prepared to say that there is a general 
feeling against emigration 

15372. Do you think there has been any influence used from outside 
to persuade them not to think of emigrating until this great land question 
is settled1?—I am quite aware they have been advised to that effect. 

15373. Recently 1—Recently. 
15374. Do you think that if they were left to themselves they would 

have no deep-rooted objection such as has been expressed to us in one or 
two places %—I have not found the objection to be so stubborn if the 
people were convinced they had good prospects on arriving at their 
destination, and provided also that a number went together, especially if 
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LEWIS. it could be contrived that families and not individuals should be selected 
for assisted passages. 

BAKVAS. 15375. There was emigration in Sir James Matheson's time ?—Yes. 
Rev. James 15376. Were the results satisfactory 1—So far as I have heard, they 
Strachan. were generaHy satisfactory. 

DUNCAN MACLEOD, Crofter, Bragar (64)—examined. 
Duncan 
Macleod. 15377. The Chairman.—You desire to make a statement to the 

commission?—Yes. 'North and South Bragar, Parish of Barvas.— 
" Gentlemen, the following is a statement drawn up by the crofters of 
* the townships of North and South Bragar to be laid before your 
' Honourable Royal Commissioners. Many complain that before they got 
' possession of their crofts, they had to promise to pay old debts contracted 
1 by the former tenants. Notably among the complaints is Donald 
1 M Donald, Feevie. Several years ago, alleged overstock was forcibly 
' taken from those said to have it, and nothing like the value given to the 
' crofters as the price of what was forced from them. The crofters, most 
' of whom are fishermen, would like a quay built. At present there are 
' thirteen boats there. The houses should be much improved, so that the 
' cattle and family would be under different roofs, and not in the same 
1 apartment as they are at present. There is no road, or a passable foot-
' path for the children, especially in wet weather, going to school from the 
1 public road to the houses, which are much needed. Roads to the sea-shore 
' and to the peat moss are also much required. At present the peats have 
' to be carried from one and a half to two miles by the people in creels. We 
' have not the same liberty of putting the cattle to the moor as in former 
' times, owing to the game being watched for shooting tenants and sports-
' men, and we have often got lead in sheep after having killed them. A 
' case has been known where a horse was found dead on the moor with 
' load in its body. There are twenty crofters in Bragar, and owing to 
' poverty, each has only one cow. There are twice as many people in 
' the place as the township can properly support. Besides legal taxes, 7s. 
' or 8s. were added to every crofter's rent by Mr Munro, when chamberlain. 
' A piece of land for which the township of North Bragar paid £6 was 
1 taken from them, and divided into six crofts, but no rent was taken off 
• the township. We would like the proprietrix to give us work. The 
' Commissioners can have no idea of the kind of land in Bragar, unless 
' they visit the place. Every croft is honey-combed with stones, and 
' impossible to be wrought by horses.' 

15378. Have you any further statement to make 1—Nothing, except the 
general statement that over-population would injure any place. 

15379. There is a complaint here that before the crofters got possession 
of their crofts they were obliged to pay old debts or arrears of rent 
contracted by the former tenants. Is it the custom of the people here, 
that the incoming tenant should pay the arrears of rent due by the out­
going tenant 1—Yes. There are some held down in that way, who have 
not received a receipt for rent from the chamberlain, until the arrears 
of the former tenant were paid up. 

15380. Is that really the arrears of the former tenant or the value of 
the house which the former tenant left behind him Ì—It is the arrears of 
rent, not the value of houses. 

15380*. They complain of the want of roads to the peat moss and to 
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the sea-shore. Have they represented that want to the factor %—I spoke 
to the ground-officer myself this year to see if he would send pick-axes and 
wheel-barrows so that the people themselves might make a road three miles 
long to the peat moss in return for the meal that was being distributed. 

15381. Did he send them ?—No. 
15382. Has he promised to send them?—There was some material 

sent to Shawbost in order to make a road from the far end of the 
viUage to the school, and he told us that when that was done the 
material which was being used on that road would be sent to our place. 
I told him it would be excessively inconvenient to send them then, 
because by that time the comparatively idle time of the people was over 
and they would have to go and earn their wages elsewhere. 

15383. The memorial says they wish the proprietrix to give them 
work. What sort of work could the proprietrix give them in the 
present season with advantage?—I heard it reported that Sir James 
Matheson laid apart a large sum of money for the benefit of the tenants 
on the estate. I have only to state that nothing of that sort has been 
done for the tenants of our township. Our great want is a road to the 
peat moss and a road to the shore; and that must be done by the 
proprietor. 

15384. Sir Kenneth Mackenzie.—How long is it since any man paid his 
predecessor's arrears, and what was his name ?—The name of one of the 
men is in the paper. The matter happened fifteen years ago. The 
individual promised to be here to-day, and he is not. 

15385. Was that the last time it occurred1?—It was about that time 
that they were entering upon their lots. 

15386. The Chairman.-—Is this system still kept up?—Yes. 
15387. Sir Kenneth Mackenzie.—Can you give us a later instance of it ? 

—Yes, they pay it yearly. Another man named Colin Macleod, Bragar, 
has paid it. 

15388. Do you mean that they have paid it with their rent?—It so 
happens it is a certain amount paid yearly, and these two men have been 
paying little sums as they could every year. 

15389. In fact you mean that they entered at an increased rent over 
the preceding tenant ?—Yes; these arrears make it an increased rent. 

15390. Does there ever come a time when the rent will drop to the old 
thing ?—Not if the years continue as bad as they are. 

15391. WTiat is Colin Macleod's rent ?—I cannot give the exact penny. 
15392. Do you know the amount of arrears he has to pay up ?— 

About £20. 
15393. How much of that has he paid this year ?—£1. 
15394. What is about his rent 1—Off and on, about £2 , 10s. 
15395. In fact he is paying £ 3 , 10s. of rent?—Yes; every year that 

he can pay it. 
15396. In what form is this entered in the receipt ?—They get no 

receipt even for their own rent until this sum is aU paid up. 
15397. Do you know this of your own knowledge ?—Yes, I know it of 

my own knowledge. 
15398. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—Who was the person whose arrears 

to the extent of £20 this n/an was paying up ?—His mother-in-law, Mrs 
Mary M'lvor. Macleod was a young man without land; and here was 
a widow woman who had the land, and this man could not get his own 
name entered in the rent roll without undertaking to pay the arrears of 
rent of bis mother-in-law. 

15399. I suppose he succeeded to his mother-in-law's stock too?—No, 
he did not. Mr Mackay.—This man is labouring under a mistake. Colin 

LEWIS. 

BARVAS. 

Duncan 
Macleod. 
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LEWIS. Macleod succeeded his mother-in-law and got her effects and all that 
belonged to her house and croft. He wished to succeed her. He did so, 

*__A " and undertook to pay the arrears that were upon her croft at £1 a year. 
Duncan He got all the effects and the crop, whereas, if he had not got the crop 
Macleod, he would not have had to pay anything. What means she had went to 

the credit of her arrears, but he got aU her effects. 
15400. Did he get any stock?—Live stock and house. 
15401. You are weU advised that he got the live stock ?—He got 

whatever stock she had. 
15402. Professor Mackinnon.—Was the stock valued?—No, he took 

possession of it. 
15403. Does he get a receipt for his rent?—Of course, when he pays 

his rent. 
15404. The statement made here was that he got no receipt until that 

debt was paid ?—I cannot say as to that. A receipt is not given till the 
rent is paid in full. 

15405. So that for all the rent he paid for the last fifteen years he has 
no vouchers, and he might be called upon to pay it over again?—I 
cannot say that. 

15406. Sir Kenneth Mackenzie.—You do not give a receipt for partial 
payments ?—No. 

15407. The Chairman.—But the payment is credited in your books?— 
Yes. 

15408. Professor Mackinnon.—Is this looked upon as debt and not 
rent ?—It is debt arrears. 

15409. Why then is a receipt not given for the rent?—The rent and 
the arrears go together. 

15410. So that, as a matter of fact, he has no proof that he has paid a 
penny of rent these years ?—Probably he has not a receipt unless he has 
been clear since he entered. 

15411. The Cliainnan.—Are you able to state in general terms that 
an incoming tenant on the estate is never asked to pay the arrears of the 
out-going tenant ?—Never so far as I have had to do with the estate. 

15412. Mr Cameron.—Except in the case of a relation?—"When a 
relation gets the effects of the party. 

15413. Professor Mackinnon.—But the effects of the party are not 
valued ?—No ; he offers to take them and pay the arrears. 

15414. Whether they are a fourth or a half,—or whatever is the 
amount of the debt ?—Whatever it is. 

15415. The Chairman.—But that practice is never used except in the 
case of relations ?—Yes, relations who have got the estates. A stranger 
would never be asked to pay. 

15416. If a stranger would offer to take the croft and take the effects 
too would such a rule be allowed ?—He would get the effects at what 
they were worth. 

15417. But would he be aUowed to enter in with the effects of the 
previous tenants and with the debts too ?—No. I would not take the 
debts from him. I would not accept that arrangement from a stranger. 
I would take the value of the stock and allow him for it. 

15418. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—Are the tenants who do not get 
receipts from you until they are paid off entitled at all times to access 
to your books to verify their payments ?—Yes, if they like to ask i t 
They never dispute the correctness. Sometimes there are from five to 
ten payments in the year. We take any amount that comes in. 

15419. You consider yourself bound at aU times to exhibit the 
books ?—Yes, if it is asked. 
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15420 . The Cliaimnan.—What is the reason why receipts are not 
given for partial payments?—It has j u s t been a custom on the estate, and 
there would be so many of them. Our office is open for payments every 
day of the year. 

LEWIS. 

BARVAS. 

Duncan 
Macleod. 

NORMAN CAMPBELL , Crofter, Arnol (67)—examined. 

15421. The Chairman.—You were freely elected a delegate?—Yes. 
15422. You have a statement to make to us ?—Yes. ' To Her Majesty's 

1 Royal Commissioners for Highlands and Islands. Statement made 
' by the People in the District of Arnol, Parish of Barvas.—Gentle-
' men, during the last fourteen years 13s. has been added to our rent. 
1 Formerly there "were only nineteen families in this township, now 
' there are forty-five who pay rent, and ten who have no land. The 
1 best of our cattle were taken from us some years ago, and very little 
1 value given us in return. W e pay £ 5 for the right of fishing in 
' Arnol River. That right was taken from us, bu t the £ 5 is still upon 
• the township. Three crofters say tha t they had to pay £ 4 as a 
' bonus before the got their lots." 

15423. You say there were formerly nineteen families and now there are 
forty-five. Where did the increase come from ? Is it the natural increase 
of the families, or have people been sent in from wi thou t?— I t is the 
natural increase of the people. There were only one or two families from 
outside. 

15424. You say tha t the best of their cattle were taken away and very 
little value given in return. W h y were the cattle taken away ?—They 
were taken away from us at different t imes in the t ime of the ground-
officer Macdonald. There was no special reason for it. It was not 
rent time. 

15425. How long is i t since any cattle were taken in tha t manner?— 
About twenty years ago. 

15426. And they have not got tha t complaint now?—No. 
15427. You say they paid £ 5 for the r ight of fishing i n t h e river, and 

tha t that r ight was taken away bu t the £ 5 is still paid. W h a t sort of 
fishing was i t?—The matter was this way. Nobody remembers now 
when this £ 5 was charged against the township for the right of fishing 
in the river. I t was a matter of so long ago tha t the people came to 
believe that the right was theirs to fish in the river, so tha t the nets they 
used had to be carried away not dur ing the day b u t dur ing the night. 

15428. Was it fishing for salmon %—-Yes. 
15429. Is tha t salmon fishing now let or is it in the hands of the 

proprietor ?—It is let now, and to teU the t ru th we were deprived of the 
right fifty-four years ago. 

15430 . I am afraid it is too old a business for us to inquire i n to?— I t 
is true all the same. 

15431. You state tha t three crofters say they had to pay £ 4 as bonus 
on entering their crofts. W a s this paid for value obtained in houses, or 
was it paid for the arrears of the rent of the previous tenants ?—It is for 
houses. There were no arrears of rent upon the crofts t ha t these men 
entered into. One of the lots was occupied by a bed-ridden man, 100 
years of age, whose son was fifty or s ix ty at the time. H e was not a penny 
in arrears except the rent of the current year. I t so happened that he 
was not present on the rent coUection day, bu t he turned up a month 
thereafter. W h e n this man went with his rent to S tornoway,—it was in 

Norman 
Campbell. 
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LEWIS. Mr Monro's time—and offered his rent a month after the rent collection 
day, the rent had been already paid by the new entrant. The new 

BARVAS. entrant built a house right in front of the old man's door so that he could 
Norman scarcely enter it with a creel of peats on his back. In the case of the 

Campbell other man there were no arrears of rent, and he paid the £ 4 in addition to 
the rent. In these cases there were no houses, and he only paid the £4 
for the privilege of being entered in the rent roll of the proprietor. 

15432. To whom was the £4 paid?—I cannot teU, but I behove the 
ground officer handled the money first. 

15433. Have vou ever heard a report that there was a ground officer 
who was suspected of taking these things for himself ?—Certainly, I did. 

ANGUS CAMPBELL, Crofter, North Bragar (57)—examined. 

15434. The Chairman.—What statement have you to make to the 
Commission1?—That the poverty of the people was caused by over­
crowding. 

15435. Sir Kenneth Mackenzie.—How many crofters are there on 
North Bragar ?—Forty-three. 

15436. How many were there when you first recollect ?—Twenty-eight 
crofts. In my father's time there were twenty lots. 

15437. How many families ?—Twenty. In my recollection there were 
twenty-eight crofts, but probably abont thirty-three families. 

15438. How did the increase to forty arise?—The greater number of 
them belonged to the place. A few were sent in upon us from Galston. 

15439. How many people came from Galston?—Two. 
15440. How long is it since that clearance took place?—About twenty 

years ago. 
15441. Who has got the land?—I do not remember who got it twenty 

years ago, but at present it is vacant so far as I know. The old tenant 
has not yet been succeeded. 

15442. Is it a big place?—About four miles broad. 
15443. How many families would it keep comfortably?—It would 

keep sixty families comfortably. 
15444. Without any hill ground except itself ?—With its own hill 

pasture just as it is. There are four townships. 
15445. What became of the people in these townships?—The greater 

number of them went to America. Others of them were scattered here 
and there. 

15446. Does this crowding deteriorate the soil?—Yes; we are quite 
convinced of that. I believe just now the two Bragars are only two 
miles broad, and there are over 600 souls on them. 

15447. Is the pasture very much over-eaten ?—The pasture is 
necessarily injured by over-eating, and it is necessarily exhausted. 

15448. Do you think your stock has deteriorated in quality in your 
lifetime?—Yes: i t is very nearly worse than if it did not exist at 
all. 

15449. Do you reaUy think that the stock is worse than it nsed to be; 
is it poorer in quality ?—Yes; it is of worse quality than when I was 
young. 

15450. Is that due to any extent to the fact that you use bad bulls ?-— 
That accounts for it partly, and the inferior pasture accounts for it too. 
The best of the pasture land we had was settled upon six crofts. Then 
there was an additional 6s. added on from 1841 to 1843. It has not been 
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put on the last two additions to the township, which were made during LEWIS. 
Mr Mackay's time. Everything contributes to over-stocking. As the 
rent is increased, over-stocking follows of necessity. BARVAS. 

15451. And what you want is that a certain number of families in this k-nma 
township should be removed to other places 1—My croft is only twenty- Campbell, 
nine yards broad, and is about one mde long. 

15452. But what I want to know is whether you think a certain 
number of the crofters at North Bragar should be sent to another 
township or another place 1—That is the only way in which those who 
remain can be made comfortable. 

15453. Would you like to be one of those who would go for the good 
of their neighbours, or would you rather stay and get ground?—My 
opinion is that if we had to face such a contingency we would cast lots 
and deal fairly. 

15454. But you wish to have such a contingency to face?—Yes, we 
do. 

The foUowing statements were given in by delegates, time not permit­
ting them to be read :— 

1 Loicer Barvas.—Grievances.—Holdings are inadequate for mainten-
' ance. Cannot properly be worked with horses very inferior in soiL 
' Meal needed in addition to yield of croft in good and bad years. 
' Removals and Changes.—Some evicted from Galston and Uig were 
' settled among us to their and our discomfort and loss. A new channel 
' was made for the river, by which a burying-ground was opened up, 
' and a piece of our land cut off, and no compensation or abatement of 
1 rent made. About eighty years ago the land now occupied by ninty-six 
' families was occupied by only about thirty-two. About thirty 
' acres have been taken from us for a farm for the inn occupied by the 
1 ground officer; and we had to build a stone dyke around this piece of 
' land, and to keep the same in repair or pay an equivalent in rent 

- account, unless our wives could do the work in our absence at the 
' fishing. Anything the factor may wish us to do we must do or pay for 
' it. Shootings and fishing are let over aU our land to a sportsman. A 
' gamekeeper is settled among us with a house and piece of land. We 
' cannot have dogs, and a child must not cast a stone into the river. 
' Stock.—Horses are few, because the land is unworkable by them. 
- Sheep and cattle more than can be rightly kept, because of the 
1 people's anxiety to have, through their sale and the fishermen's and 
• reserve men's earnings, wherewith to pay rent and rates. Sixty head of 
' cattle were at one time forcibly taken away from us, and not accounted 
' for. There are factor-constables in every district. We cannot keep cattle 
' but such as can be fed by sea-weed (besides grass, &c). Rent unabated, 
' irrespective of changes in land, &c. Blue book regulations summed up 
• into one, viz., that the factor is final judge (no appeal). Rates.— 
' Crofters furnish the principal means of support to the paupers allow-
' ance from Parochial Board often not equal to expenses in tea and sugar; 
• whatever may go to officials and incidental expenses. In short, the 
- people must fall into debt or starve. They are grateful for public help, 
1 particularly when distributed to the most necessitous cases. Remedy.— 
' Land holdings fit and adequate for proper and sufficient maintenance, 
' and on conditions which will ensure the safety and security of the 
- crofters' interests. For this they confidently look to Parliament.— 
' ALEXANDER MACLEOD, Lower Barvas; DONALD MURRAY, Lower Barvas; 
' DONALD MACLEOD, Lower Barvas.' 

' Upper Sliader.—The complaints of the township of Upper Shader 
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LEWIS. ' per Roderick Macleod, delegate.—This township at first had only 
- twenty families about fifty years ago. Their rent then was about 

BARvAS. '£100. This included lots and hill pasturage. Then they complained 
Â jcn-g ' of the rental being high. Now we have a greater reason for complaining, 

Campbell. ' since the number is fifty-seven families, and that in the year 1849 a great 
' lot of the hill pasture was taken from us, and was occupied by other 
' families, who were evicted from another township (Galston), to make 
1 room for sheep. These ate up our hill pasturage ; and though the 
- pasture was taken from us, yet there was no decrease made on our rental. 
' The sum of their rentals now amounts to about £50 . The young folk 
• of the families since then had no other lots to go to. Then we had to 
1 divide our lots into halves. In this way the lots were made smaller, and 
' reached the number we just stated. If it would happen that a young 
' man would get a chance of getting a bit of land, he would require to 
- pay as high as £7 before entering. In the year 1868 our rents were 
' raised when Mr Munro was factor. Before that time we had to pay 5s. 
- of road money, and a shilling for hen money. This was put to our rents. 
' A t this time a change was made in getting road money. The above sum 
' was added to our rents, and then we had to pay sixpence per pound 
' Between this tax and other taxes rising from year to year, we cannot 
' rightly say what our rent is. Since so many people were added to our 
' township, they ate up our pasture, so that we can keep but very little 
- stock. We have no other way for earning money to pay our rent, and 
' other things that are with it. There is no fishing station here like other 
' places in the island, unless we go to other coasts to fish a few weeks on 
' hire. At times this suits us, other times it does not. In this way we are 
' kept in such a state, that we cannot properly put clothes on our 
' children to aUow them to go to school, as we are made to do by the act, 
' or go to church, and that strangers put this up to us ; but we cannot 
• help it. By looking into these things in the way that the Royal 
- Commissioners would think right, we do need reform. The next 
' delegate William Matheson wdl explain about the evictions referred to 
' above from Galston. He was one of those. We have more grievances 
• that I am able to tell personally, that is not stated in the above.— 
• RODERICK M 'LEOD.' 

' Lower Shader.—The complaints of the township of Lower Shader. 
' Fifty years ago there was only about twenty-two families, who paid the 
' rent of £90. Now there are forty-three families, eighteen of these 
' extra ones were people who were put out of Galston for sheep and put 
' into our township, and the rental was not made less. In the year 1868 
1 the five shillings we used to pay for the roads were added to the rents, 
' and extra put on us for road money (sixpence per pound). In 1871 
1 another five shdlings was put on us for Galston. Besides these, we have 
' to do twenty-four yards of a double dyke, and also to pay from a shilling 
' to eighteenpence every year. We think this too hard on us, for the farm 
' is three miles away from us, so that our cattle hardly reaches the dyke. 
' We would like, therefore, to get free of this. We complain of small 
1 lots and would like to get more land; for on some lots there are three 
' families, and plenty of land under sheep in the island. I am one of those 

• who were evicted from Galston since about thirty-four years.—ANGUS 
' GRAHAM.' 

1 Borve.—The following statement was unanimously agreed to at a 
meeting of the crofters of Borve, held 29th May 1882.-—One of our 

' hardships is the smaUness of our crofts. In our township there are 
' now fifty-three families, but about thirty-two years ago it was only 
' occupied by nineteen. All the crofts are subdivided except five. There 
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' were other crofters pat among us where we were cutting the peats, but LEWIS. 
' with'iut reduction of rent. Another hardship is, our rents have been _ 
'raised three times during the last thiry-two years. In 1851 the rental :VA& 

• of our township was £105. We now pay £138. The hens' money, as Angus 
' it is called, is included in that rent. We are paying two shillings in Campbell 
1 the pound for hill pasture, between Murnag and Galston, which our 
' forefathers held as common grazing between themselves. Our cattle 
' are chased by shepherds, our women have been assaulted by gamekeepers, 
' our men have been fined by factors and ground officers, with no better 
' justification than the law of superior force.—MURDO GRAHAME.' 

1 Shawhost.—To Her Majesty's Royal Commission for Highlands and 
' Islands. The fishing community of Shawbost desire to bring before your 
' gracious consideration the importance of increasing the facilities possessed 
' by the Lewis fishermen for prosecuting their calling. They believe that. 
' the welfare of the community would be very largely improved by 
' assistance being provided them to build harbours at suitable points 
1 round the coast, and they would respectfully urge upon the Royal 
' Commissioners, that representations should be made to Her Majesty's 
' Government or the Fishing Board with a view to monetary assistance 
' being provided in erecting harbours, and thus helping to meet in a 
' satisfactory way the present grievances of the crofters and fishermen. 
1 They believe that Shawbost is a very suitable place for erecting a 
' harbour, and accordingly they urge its claims for the following among 
' many reasons :—(1) Although the people cannot help with money, all our 

• able-bodied men are wdling to give work to help in building a harbour 
' (2) The population of Shawbost district is 900 souls, congested 
' within a radius of Ih square miles. (3) All the able-bodied men of 
1 the place are fishermen, and their work would represent a considerable 
' sum of money. (4) At one time there were fourteeen or fifteen boats 
' fishing at Shawbost, but owing to the small fishing annually made on 
' account of the difficulty of getting to sea, the curers now will not trust 
' their boats or money at Shawbost. (5) There are this year only five ling-
' fishing boat3 at Shawbost, all nominally belonging to the crews, but 
' if they had a refuge for their boats, twenty crews could be raised among 
' the Shawbost people alone. (6) This year they have had already to haul 
' their boats three times, and have wasted many weeks seeking for bait, 
' but all the boats have only been able to go to sea this week for the first 
' time. (7) Taking 1OOO lings a boat as a moderate estimate of the 
' probable number of lings caught per boat at Carloway—where there is a 
' good natural harbour—this year before a single ling was landed at 
' Shawbost, it represents a direct loss to this poor place in money alone of 
' £250, besides the amount of fish—other than ling—which would have 
' been during that time sustaining their families, and in lieu of which 
' they have had to beg or borrow meal. (8) There is every likelihood 
' that an extensive herring-fishing has been begun on the west of Lewis, 
' and no place is more convenient to the fishing ground than Shawbost. 
' (9) Carloway is at present the safest harbour on the west, but the 
' harbour is several miles from the ocean. At Shawbost the harbour, if 
' erected, would be right on the ocean, and thus much time would be 
' saved in reaching the deep sea fishing ground.—JOHN M 'LEAN, delegate, 

' fisherman.' 

[ADJOURNED.] 

3 B 
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LEWIS. 

NESS. 

Malcolm 
M'Lean. 

NESS, LEWIS , THURSDAY, J U N E 7, 1883. 

(See Appendix A, XXXVI. and XLI.) 

Present:— 

Lord NAPTER AND ETTRICK, K.T., Chairman. 
Sir KENNETH S. MACKENZIE, Bart. 
DONALD CAMERON, Esq. of Lochiel, M.P. 
C. FRASER-MACKINTOSH, Esq., M.P. 
Sheriff NICOLSON, LL.D. 
Professor MACKINNON, M.A. 

MALCOLM M 'LEAN, Crofter, Swainbost (64)—examined. 

15455. The Chairman.—Wrere you freely elected a delegate?—Yes. 
15456. Have you got a witness memorial on the part of the people of 

Swainbost ?—No. 
15457. Then will you make a statement on their behalf?—I was born 

in Uig, and I was upon two occasions deprived of some of my possessions 
in the parish of Uig. In the first place, we were deprived of hill pasture 
which was given to the neighbouring tack, and then our stock was taken 
from us. 

15458. In what year were you deprived of the hill pasture?—Over 
fifty years ago. 

15459. What tack wa3 it given to?—It was added to the tack of Mr 
Macrae, Huishnish. Then we were obliged to subsist as best we could 
upon the crofts and a little of hill pasture behind to graze our stock upon. 
Subsequently we were summoned out of the parish altogether, and then 
we were deprived of everything we possessed—cattle, sheep, and every 
thing else. The people asked the chamberlain at the time what he was 
then going to do with them when they had no homes, and he pointed to 
the sea, and told them their homo was there. The people had to part 
with their sheep, having no place to keep them in, and they sold them to 
the tacksmen at 3s. 6<1 to 4s. 6d. each. We were then sent to Ness, 
where we are. Our township was then occupied by a tacksman who fell 
into debt, and so the place was lotted out for us. 

15460. In what year did you go to Ness ?—In 1839 or thereabouts. I 
am now going to speak of the recent management of the estate, and I see 
the chamberlain before me, and the ground officers upon the other side of 
me, and though there is a good deal of truthful statements that are 
welling up within me, I am in a difficulty, and it is the goodwLU and 
favour of the factor that I should prefer to his wrath. \_Mr Mackay, in 
Gaelic, assured the witness that he was at full liberty to make his 
statement.] I am exceedingly obliged to you; I can now speak the truth 
with courage. We got that township at a rent of £80—the township of 
Swainbost. We had it at that rent for about eleven years. Sir James 
then came after purchasing the estate. A kind-hearted gentleman he was, 
and after looking over the estate he saw a good deal of waste land that he 
was anxious to bring under cultivation. Between himself and the Govern­
ment—I don't know which—he sent men who trenched and brought under 
cultivation a good deal of land. Now, because of these improvements 
that were made and the rent of the money that was expended upon them 
through the Government and the proprietor,—it was in Mr Munro 
Mackenzie's factorship that this occurred,—the rent was increased. The 
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whole work was carried on under the inspectorship I suppose of a LEWIS. 
Government inspector; at all events, he was in the service, so far as I ~ 
xinderstood, of the Government and Sir James Mathesnn. Afc that time ^** 
Mr Munro Mackenzie cut off and formed into a park th.3 inward portion Malcolm 
of our township. We were deprived of this portion. Upon the other M'Lean. 
side of us again there were crofters settled upon land that was taken in, 
so that in a way we are enclosed in a fauk. Then Mr Munro came, and 
my firm conviction is that his policy from the first day of his factorship 
to the last was to extirpate the Lewis people so far as he could. If I did 
not appear upon the rent coUect o 1 day at White House during 3Ir 
Munro's factorship, supposing I went back a week afterwards and 
prevented it, he would fine me for not having been there upon the 
appointed day. He then appointed a ground officer of. the name of John 
Hunter, the like of whom never appeared in the Lewis in my day. He 
was a very bad ground officer—the worst ground officer I ever saw. 
They seemed very much pleased to work together, and it is within the 
truth to say that from one end of Lewis to the other such was the dread 
of the people for them that they groaned even in their beds for fear of 
the two men. Then the people of my native country quarrelled with the 
factor, and things came to a head, and 1 don't believe that Sir James knew 
of matters ever during that time. I believe it was a special dispensation 
of Providence, but^the end of it was that factor, his ground officer, and 
everbody else were turned about their business. But now we have got a 
factor and a ground officer appointed for us, under whom we can rest in 
peace, as if it were out of the heel of necessity. When they saw the 
condition in which this township of ours was, they made a slight 
abatement for every crofter within it. 

15461. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—How many families are there in the 
township you represent ?—Over forty. 

15462. Have they increased much since you came forty years ago?— 
By about eleven or twelve. 

15463. Were any people put in upon them from other localities?— 
Yes, there were many additions made from the various townships within 
this parish—none from outside the parish. 

15464. Were there any places cleared within the parish in your 
recollection ?—Yes, Galston. 

15465. How many people were taken out of Galston ?—John Mac­
donald, a delegate—About seventy-eight famdies. 

15466. Can you give us the names of any of the townships upon 
Galston that were cleared ?—Witness. There were two Galstons, South 
and North, and there was Melbost as well. That is all I can recollect. 

15467. What became of the people who were removed from these 
places Ì—Some of them came to Ness, and some were crowded in upon 
other townships on the west side. 

15468. Did any emigrate 1—Yes, several went to America. 
15469. Was this done at one time?—Yes. 
15470. How long is it since these towns were finaHy cleared?—I 

cannot say—probably the last were sent away about twenty years ago. 
15471. Were you acquainted with some of the people who were there ? 

—Yes. 
15472. What state were they in? Were they partly fairly off?—Yes, 

Melbost in particular. The people were about as comfortable, so far as 
stock and other things were concerned, as any people on the west side. 

15473. Did they use to produce meal in abundance?—Yes, in that 
township. They were weU off. 

15474. Did their circumstances improve by being shifted,—those of 
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LEWIS. them who remained in this country?—I cannot answer that question. 
ZT~~ Those who came to this parish are not better off anyhow. 
____" 15475. What is your experience as to the condition of the people in 

Malcolm your younger days as compared with what it is now ? Do you consider 
M'Lean. they are failing off in their condition ?—I speak of the time before wo 

were deprived of that moorland pasture, and the people then were 
comfortable for the condition of crofters—much better and more 
comfortably off than the people in my neighbourhood now. 

15476. There appears to be a very large population in the neigh­
bourhood on this side of Galston. Have the numbers very much in­
creased within your memory ?—Yes, they are increasing. 

15477. Considerably?—Yes. 
15478. Does that arise very much from the natural increase of the 

people themselves, or because they have come of late from any other 
locality ì—The natural increase of the place. Until they get land they 
have no suitable means of subsistence. 

15479. Do you yourself purchase for the support of your family?— 
Yes, I do. Upon my side of the township, Hunter the ground officer 
took three yards in breadth from end to end off each croft. Before that 
time I was not in arrear. Since that time I am in arrears. I have not 
got over it, and I have had to purchase for my own family ever since. 

15480. When was it that the three yards breadth was taken off aH the 
township?—About fifteen years ago. 

15481. "Who got it?—A man who came from Caithness to whom he 
gave a lot. 

15482. And who has it now?—His widow and son. When he took 
these three yards of breadth from us he added 10s. to the rent. 

15483. Who did that?—Mr Munro and Hunter. Mr M'Farquhar 
explained this matter to the succeeding ground officer, who explained it to 
the present factor, and he took 4s. off—he considered it so outrageous. 

15484. Mr Cameron.—You said Sir James Matheson sent men to 
trench and cultivate the land. Did he send men from a distance or did 
he employ the people in the locality?—There were some from a distance, 
but there were the people of the place also. 

15485. Were they chiefly the people of the place?—Yes, the greater 
number. There were a few Skyemen. 

15486. You say the rent was increased upon them after the land was 
improved ; was that not interest charged upon the improvements "which 
were effected at the expense of the proprietor ?—It was necessary to make 
an addition then. There was a shilling in the pound put on for the 
expense incurred, and each five years in addition the rent was being 
raised. 

15487. You state that the people have increased considerably, owing to 
the subdivision of crofts. Did Mr Munro ever try to put a stop to that 
practice ?—He was very anxious to prevent the subdivision of crofts, and 
to scatter the people over the face of the earth. 

15488. But he did not prevent them as matter of fact?—No, he could 
not prevail upon the proprietor in spite of that. If he could he would. 

15489. And if he wished to extirpate the people, his mode of procedure 
was not a successful one ?—He would do as much mischief as he could. 
He fined me £ 3 , 4s. quite unjustly, because I had overstock. 

15490. Sheriff Nicolson.—What is the great thing which the people of 
Swainbost complain of and have sent you here to tell?—Their complaint 
is my own. They wish to get more land, to make their hvelihood out of 
it. 

15491. Are not most 0$ them fishermen?—Yes, but the fishing went 
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against them, and of late it rather increased their debt and made them LEWIS, 
poorer. v . .. 

15492. What rent do they generally pay?—From £2 to £6 . . 
15493. What is your own rent?—£3, 14s. Malcolm 
15494. What stock have you?—Two cows, a quey, s'tirk, and nine M'Lean. 

sheep. 
15495. How long does the corn that you raise support your family, and 

how long do your potatoes last?—The potatoes in an average year would 
last tiU the first month of spring, and my own meal never lasted 
altogether till summer, and it would not come near that except that 
I used to purchase some. 

15496. How much land would you like to have to make you comfort­
able ?—If I had as much again as I have I think I could make things 
meet. 

15497. Are all the people of Swainbost in the same condition?—Yes, 
they are just in the same condition. 

15498. Then is there any place where they could get out of it?—There 
are twenty-three townships in the parish in which I was born where the 
people sent their own produce to the mill. 

15499. Would you propose that the people of Shawbost and the people 
of all the other townships in Barvas should be dispersed and have new 
houses built for them ?—I think that would be a happy day for the people 
if that was done. 

15500. Do you think there is land enough in the parish of Barvas to do 
that for all the population ?—I cannot speak for the parish of Barvas. 
There was not so much clearing in Barvas as in the other parishes. 

15501. But supposing all the Ness crofters got good big crofts suffi­
cient to keep them, what would happen when their sons grew up and 
had families ? Would they want land too ?—I cannot speak of the future. 
I can speak of the present, and if the large tacks in this parish were 
apportioned among the people, I know that the people in this parish 
could be put into a comfortable position. 

FINLAY MACKENZIE, Crofter, Tabost (53)—examined. 

15502. The Chairman.—Were you freely elected a delegate?—Yes. Finlay 
15503. How many people were there at your election ?—There were a Mackenzie, 

good many. Most of the fishers were at sea. 
15504. Will you be so good as make a statement on behalf of the 

people ?—The chief complaint of the Tabost people is the scarcity of 
land. Most of the land has been subdivided, and is now occupied by 
two families where there was one before. In 1850 I believe the number 
of families on the rent roll was twenty-two, and now there are at least 
forty-six. That came about, in the first place, by the new division of lots 
made, when Sir James Matheson came into the property. He made ten 
new lots, and the old lots were subdivided among the existing families. 
I have nothing more to say. 

15505. You say there are now forty-six families, and there were formerly 
twenty-two. Have any of these been brought in since the lots were 
made from other places ?—One or two came from other townships in the 
neighbourhood. 

15506. Then the remainder are the natural increase of the families?— 
Yes. 
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LEWIS. 15507. Have many of the people in Tabost availed themselvef of the 
ZT~~ regulations of the estate to make improved houses ?—Yes, some have. 
y '- 's" 15508. Are there many houses in the township in which the f&milies 
Finlay and the cattle live in the same room without any partition between them ? 

Mackenzie —Some are so ; others not. 
15509. In other places we have generally found there is a stone 

partition between the cattle and the dwelling place. Was it the old 
fashion in Lewis not to have a partition ?—So far as I remember that 
was the old fashion. Any improvement that has been made in that 
respect is recent. 

15510. Do you think it a bad thing that there should be no partition 
between the cattle and the family ?—I do. 

15511. Would it be a good thing if there was a regulation to oblige 
them always to have a partition between the two ?—I believe it would be 
good for the people to do so, and in respect of that belief I have done it 
myself. 

15512. What stock do you keepl—Three cows, three stirks, about 
thirty sheep, and two horses. 

15513. What is your rent ?—£7 besides taxes. 
15514. Have you a larger amount of stock than most of the people, or 

is that the usual summing of a croft ?—I have more stock and more land 
than most of the poeple. I pay the highest rent in the place. 

15515 Since you have been there has any one been evicted from the 
township except for non-payment of rent ?—No. 

15516. Has any hill pasture been taken away since you have been 
there ?—None except what was give to the new lots. 

15517. Where were the people brought from who have got the new 
lots ?—From the families of Tabost itself. 

15518. There have been no introductions from other places?—There 
were one or two from neighbouring townships. 

15519. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—Besides being a crofter I understand 
you are a merchant and have a small shop ?—Yes. 

15520. What do you deal in?—General goods—tea, groceries, and 
clothing. 

15521. Are you a fish-curer too ?—Yes. 
15522. WTiat are the circumstances of the people just now as compared 

with what you remember them ? Are they better off or poorer ?—Surely 
they are poorer in their circumstances. 

15523. You know that from dealing with them?—Yes. 
15524. Do you know that the produce of the crofts is falling off from 

overcrowding and otherwise ?—I consider that on my own croft. 
15525. And I suppose you give your croft fuU justice in the way of 

manure ?—Yes, so far as I can. 
15526. You can tell us something about the fish traffic in this 

neighbourhood. Do you think that the new quay here wiU be of great 
value to the place ?—Well, I expect so. 

15527. There are not many herring brought in here?—There are DO 
herring at all. 

15528. Whatever herring are caught go on to Stornoway ?—Yes. 
15529. But there is no reason, if there was a landing place, why they 

should not come here ?—If there was a safe landing place for boats they 
would come here. 

15530. How far out does the fishing extend?—I cannot say, but they 
are going out of sight from here. 

15531. Are you a native of the place?—Yes. 
15532. Have you got on in the world ?—No, I am complaining. 
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15533. But everybody complains?—Yes. LEWIS. 
15534. In regard to the fish-curing, what price are you giving to the ~ 

fishermen for cod and ling 1—I don't buy cod—only ling. I give them a _̂* 
shilling for ling. Finlay 

15535. Have the fishermen with whom you deal boats of their own?— Mackenzie. 
Only one of them has. 

15536. Have you a share in the boat yourself?—No, I have not a 
share in a boat. I am keeping the boats for the fishermen at so much 
for the season. 

15537. What do you give to the fishermen who are employed for the 
season ? Do you give them any wages except the shilling for the ling ?— 
Nothing. 

15538. Do you provide the boat and everything else?—Yes, I provide 
the boat. 

15539. And the nets?—They buy the lines themselves. It is only 
lines they use, there are no nets. 

15540. I suppose you are obliged to make advances to them?—Yes, a 
good deal sometimes. 

15541. And if they have anything to get from you do you pay them 
in money?—Yes. 

15542. How often do you settle with them?—Once a year—in 
November. 

15543. You know yourself by that time what price you will get for 
the ling?—Yes, for the past season. 

15544. What is the present price for meal to the people per boU?—• 
About 22s. here at present. 

15545. You have to pay aU the carriage?—Yes. 
15546. What else besides meal do you give to the fishermen?—Every 

fishing material, and oil-skins, and the like of that. 
15547. Are they complaining at aU that you are charging them too 

much?—Of course. 
15548. I suppose, in the same way, when you buy in the south, you 

think you will be paying too much to the wholesale men ?—Yes. 
15549. You have told us that the only way to put the people right in 

your opinion is to give them more land, le there anything else you 
think would benefit the people here ?—I am thinking that they would 
require to get a remedy by the sea—to assist them with boats and nets to 
carry on the herring fishing, as the ling fishing now is a great failure. 

15550. You think that by getting assistance in the way of superior 
boats and nets the herring fishing could be carried on to a great advantage ? 
—They are thinking so. 

15551. Would the proposed harbour works here be sufficient in the 
meantime to accommodate a considerable number of herring boats?— 
We are thinking it would keep 100 boats or so—may be more. 

15552. It is not proposed at present to make it a deep-water harbour, 
but only a tidal harbour ?—Yea. 

15553. WTiat faU is there in the tide?—They cannot come into tho 
harbour at ebb tide. 

15554. Mr Cameron.—Why do you not buy cod as weU as ling?— 
They are not catching cod here. 

15555. H they did catch cod could you dispose of cod as weU as ling1? 
—They are not engaged for the cod. 

15556. But if they did catch cod is there any difficulty in salting cod? 
—No, they could be sold. 

15557. You could dispose of cod as well as ling if you got them?— 
Yes. 
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LEWIS. 15558. D o you t h i n k t h e seasons have been worse for agricultural 
~ — labour within the last few years ?—Yes, a great deal worse. 

3 ' 15559. D o you th ink tha t has anything to do wi th the land no t being 
Finlav so productive as well as the exhaustion of the l and?—No , I don't th ink 

Mackenzie, so. 
15560 . But do not bad seasons generally affect agriculture?—Well , I 

cannot say anything about t h a t I would leave i t fully to Providence. 
15561 . W h a t sort of common pasture have the people here? Is the 

pasture good—No. 
15562. Is it chiefly moorland ?—Yes. 
15563. Bog and peat ?—Yes. 
15564. Is any of it in the neighbourhood of Tabost susceptible of 

improvement so as to be brought in to cul t ivat ion?—I cannot tell that. 
15565. Is any of the land in the neighbourhood of Tabost susceptible 

of improvement in the same way as land was improved by Sir James 
Matheson ?—I dont see any in Tabost tha t could be improved. 

15566. Or in the neighbourhood ?—No. 
15567. Is none of it capable of improvement?—I don' t th ink it. 
15568. Is it all too boggy?—Yes, too boggy. 
15569. Are you married ?—Yes. 
15570 . Have you children ?—Yes. 
15571 . D o they go to school?—Yes. 
15572. Are you satisfied with things as regards the school?—Yes; ] 

cannot say anyth ing about the school, only I would like to get a Gaelic 
speaking teacher. A l l the people wish to get that. 

15573. A re you a member of the School Board?—No. 
15574. W h o are the members of the School Board here?—Mr Mackay, 

the factor ; Mr M 'A r thur , the ground officer; Mr Helme, Gals ton; Mr 
Macbeth, Free Church min is te r ; Mr M 'Farquhar , Free Church minister, 
Barvas ; another Mr M 'Farquhar , and Mr J o h n M 'Leod, merchant. 

15575. Have the people ever represented to the board that they would 
like a Gaelic-speaking teacher ?—No. 

15576. Is this the reason they wish a Gaelic-speaking teacher, tha t he 
could teach Gaelic, or tha t he would be able to teach the children the 
ordinary branches of education be t t e r?— I th ink they would be able to 
learn better if they were taught in Gaelic. 

15577. The Chairman.—Is there any person of the crofter class upon 
t h e School Board ?—No. 

15578. Was there ever previously any person of tha t class on the 
School Board ?—No. 

15579. Did you ever hear the people say they would like a representa­
tive of the crofter class ?—No. 

15580 . W h a t is the t ime you settle with the fishermen?—In the 
mouth of November. 

15581. A t last sett lement in November what was the price tha t was 
charged for meal per boll ?—Last year they were charged at 23s. for 
oatmeaL 

15582. Any other k ind of meal?—Bere meal, 20s. to 22s. 
15583. D o they buy any wheat flour ?—No. 
15584. Where do you buy it who lesale?—I buy it in Glasgow and 

S tornoway. 
15585. W h a t was the wholesale price you paid for the oatmeal for 

which you charged 23s.?—I am paying from 19s. to 20s. sometimes, and 
the freight from S tornoway to Ness. 

15586. Last year you charged 23s. for meal in November ; wha t was 
the wholesale price you paid for t ha t in Glasgow ?—-I d id not buy the 
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meal in Glasgow. I only buy clo thing there. I buy the meal in LEWIS. 
Stornoway. 

15587. W h a t was the price you paid at S to rnoway?—About 20s. y E 8 S ' 
on an average. Finlay 

15588. I d id not ask you about the average. I asked you if you could Mackenzie. 
remember what was the price you paid tha t year for the meal for which 
you charged 23s.?—I was no t paying the same price all the time. 

15589. About how much was it ?—About 20s. 
15590. I t was not more than 20s.?—No. 
15591. Was 20s. the highest?—There was some of it higher than 20s. 
15592. Are the people frequently in debt to you a long time, or do 

you always settle with them once a year ?—I jus t settle with them for the 
fishing once a year. 

15593. Of late years have you found the people less able to pay, and 
more disposed to run into debt, or are they jus t about the same as they 
formerly were?—I dont mind that. 

15594. I want to understand whether the people are in more difficult 
circumstances—whether their poverty is increasing or not—so I ask you 
whether you find they pay with more difficulty, or whether they pay as 
easily as they did formerly ?—It was easier to pay in former years. 

15595. M r Frcwr-.Vackintosh.—You say you settle with the fishermen 
every November?—Yes. 

15596. That is to say, you square accounts ; but I suppose you do no t 
get full payment from them ?—No, but if any person has to get money I 
square the account up and pay the money . 

15597. If there is any balance due to the men, you pay it in money ? 
—Yes. 

15598. But I am afraid, from what we can learn, that does no t often 
happen?—Not these years. 

15599. But within the t ime you have been doing business has i t 
frequently occurred that you paid them a balance?—Yes. 

15GOO. Frequently ?—Yes. 

MURDO MACKAY, Crofter and Weaver, Lionel (57)—-examined. 

15601. The Chairman.—Have you been freely chosen a delegate ?— 
Yes. 

15602. Have you got a statement to make?—Thirty-four or thirty-five 
years ago there were twenty families in Lionel. There are now sixty-six ; 
but there is a piece of it that belongs to the Por t of Ness, and a part to 
the hill of Adbroc, and some to Eoradale. There were three pieces taken 
away. Chamberlain Mackenzie took away the piece given to the Port , 
aud factor Munro took away the piece given to Eoradale and Adbrochill . 
There are crofters in each of these places. Lionel has now no hill pasture 
except about 200 yards in breadth from the boundary of Adbroc to the 
boundary of Habost, and i t is almost wholly cut up wi th dykes. The 
Liouel people have also to complain tha t there has been a great increase 
of rent for the last twenty years ; as the receipts I produce will indicate. 
My year's rent paid in October 1858 was £ 2 , 13s. 6d., of which 5s. was 
for road money, and Is . for kain. I n October 1880 the rent was £ 3 , 6s. ; 
poor rates, 6s. 4d. ; road assessment, I s . 8 d . ; school rate, l i s . ; black dyke, 
6d . ; total, £ 4 , 5s. 6d. I n 1882 the total was £ 4 , Os. Id. , the rent being 
the same as in 1880 , and the poor rate and school rate being reduced. 

Mnrdo 
Mackay 
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LEWIS. 15603. Then the rental has risen from £ 2 , 8s. 6d. to £ 3 , 5s. How 
~ — did tha t increase occur ?—I cannot teU perfectly, bu t this I can say, that 
___-,, H u n t e r was ground officer, and Munro chamberlain. 

Murdo 15604. B u t is any part of this increased rental of 18s. the interest of 
Mackay. money which was laid out in improving the ground ?—Not at aU. The 

boundaries are the same as before. 
15605. W h a t does the black dyke mean?—Twelve or thirteen years 

ago we were obliged to erect a dyke between our moor and Galston. I 
had five continuous days to work at it myself. I worked another day 
afterwards in a u t u m n — t h a t is six days—and I never worked so hard in 
the Highlands or Lowlands, or working at the light-house here, as I did 
those six days, all at my own cost.* When the dyke was finished and passed 
by the chamberlain, the stewart of Galston, and the constable, there was 
a tax of 6d. laid upon us to keep up that dyke. In saying so I do 
not say anything against Sir James Matheson or against his lady. He 
was a k ind gentleman and she was a k ind lady ; nor do I say anything 
against the present chamberlain or ground officer, who received everything 
as it is now. 

15606. D i d the crofters do all the work and pay all the expense of the 
black dyke, or did the tacksman pay the half1?—The crofters did tho 
whole work, and we did not get as much as one potato. 

15607. D i d not the tacksman contribute to make the dyke at all ?—Not 
a halfpenny. 

15608. Does the tacksman contribute to keep it in repair ?—I don' t 
know tha t he contributes anytlring to the keeping up of the dyke. 

15609. Is the dyke of any use to you ?—Not the least. 
15610 . Does it prevent the tacksman's sheep and cattle going on to 

your ground ?—He has the advantage tha t from the lie of the ground, 
and the slope of the dyke, they can easi lyjump over to our side, bu t ours 
cannot do the same to his. 

15611 . But cannot you pu t a paling or wire on the top of i t ?—We are 
not rich enough even to put wire fences round our own corn stacks. 

15612. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—Have you ever asked t i e factor to 
help you to make a better fence against the tacksman ?—We have said 
nothing about it to the present factor. We were too terrified to say a 
word about it to the former factor and ground officer, because if we had 
made any such request tho immediate reply would have been tha t our 
land would be taken from us. 

15613. Is the 6d. for the dyke upon each croft, or upon every head of 
family ?—Upon each family on the rent roll. 

15614. Then if there is any tax p u t upon the tacksman he will only 
have to pay one 6ÒT?—I know no thing about that . I t is no t the present 
tenant who put this trouble upon us. I t was a former tenant named Smith. 

15615. You are a weaver as well as a crofter. Have you a consider­
able business in that line ?—I am not constantly occupied—about seventeen 
weeks in the year. When the women get something of ease from the 
working of the land, they then get the wool in order. 

15616. Wha t sort of material do you weave?—B lankets, and kealt, and 
coverlets. 

15617. Does tho wool tha t is sent to you belong to the people them­
selves or is i t bought ?—Those who have sheep of their own send their 
own wool. Those who have not perhaps get wool from the fish-curers 
who employ them. 

15618. You stated there were three pieces of land taken from you, and 
you accounted for two of them, bu t I don' t t h ink you accounted for the 
third. Are they all in possession of crofters ?—Yes. 

* See Appendix A, XLI. 
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15619. Did you get any reduction of rent?—On the contrary, our rent 
was raised. 

15620. Do you complain at the present moment of being over rented? 
—Certainly. 

15621. As well as of being crowded?—Yes, that the back hill pasture 
was taken from us, and that our land is too little. 

15622. Are the people now rather fallen back in their circumstances 
from what you remember them in former days ?—Decidedly so. 

15623. Were you at one time pretty well occupied as a weaver all the 
year round ?—There is not so much difference in one respect, because the 
population has increased compared with what it was formerly, and there 
are not so many people practising the weaving art as there were when I 
was young, but a person who could formerly give me fifteen yards to make 
has perhaps not more than five now. 

15624. Is there a greater scarcity of milk now-a-days than there was 
hi your former days V—Most assuredly. Formerly when a person did a 
clever thing it was said of him that the black blood had gone into his 
bones, meaning he was well nourished upon milk and meat once a week 
at least; and now we have become so low in condition that those whom 
I have seen with ten cows, three or four cows yielding milk, cannot now 
keep up two cows, because of the scarcity of land, and they can never 
have any meat. Another thing I observed, when I was working as a 
servant before I married. As the Lord gave the commandment to 
Moses concerning the land, that it should have rest every seventh year, 
and that the land was bringing forth its fruit, I have seen with my 
own eyes when I was a young man labouring with crofters that they 
used to leave an acre of their land fallow in rotation every third or fourth 
year, and when they had completed this rotation they would begin again 
at the portion that had been left fallow. That ground would yield crop 
without any manure, but now as the land is so scarce they cannot do so 
any more. 

15625. The Chairman.—When you were labouring for crofters as a 
young man, what wages did you get ?—It was a small wage, but better 
than a big wage to-day. 

15626. How much was it?—30s., 35s., or £2 in the half year. 
15627. How much does a person now get in the half year?—Some of 

them will now get £ 3 or £4 in the half year. Women do not get so 
much. 

JIURDO MORRISON, Crofter and Constable, Lionel (72^)—examined. Mnrdo 
Morrison. 

15628. TJie Cliairman.—Have you been freely elected by the people? 
—Yes. 

15629. Do you wish to make a statement?—WeU, the previous 
delegate is from the same township, and I have nothing to say except 
that I remember the time when there were only eleven families in it. 

15630. There are now sixty-six?—Sixty-six, although two are not on 
the rent roll. 

15631. Have you anything further to say?—Nothing, except that the 
increase which was mentioned was not done by the act of the present 
managers of the estate. 

15632. What caused the increase of the people in the township?— 
Several came from various townships in this parish—none from outside 
the parish. Others belonged to the place. 

LEWIS. 

NESS. 

Murdo 
Mackay. 
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15633. Was it the custom when any member of a family married that 
the new family should establish themselves on the croft?—Yes, there 
was some of that. 

15634. Did any of the factors attempt to stop that?—I don't 
remember they did. If they tried it they did not succeed. 

15635. Do you approve of that process?—What could be done with 
them ? 

15636. That is just the question I was going to ask you ?—I could not 
know what I would do with my son or with my daughter. I would 
only ask for myself as I would ask for others. 

15637. But supposing you were the factor and saw this process of 
subdivision of crofts going on, what would you do ?—I don't know. 
But there was one thing, that when the third or fourth part of the croft 
was taken there was a tax imposed by the landlord for roads, and so on. 

15638. Do you seriously think that for the sake of 5s. a head the 
landlord would see the people multiply to such an extent that he must 
have known there was no work for them to do, or no land for them to 
cultivate ?—He would not do it for such a small consideration as that, 
but stiU it was allowed. There can be no question of its having been 
allowed. 

15639. That was hardly an answer to my question. I asked what you 
would do if you were factor ?—I would, undoubtedly, be very much against 
it, but stiU it would be a very hard thing to carry out. I would not 
know what to do with my son and daughter. The proprietor at one time 
wished to insist upon it that a married son or daughter should not be 
admitted to the house, but things were too hard for him. He was not 
able to carry carry out his wishes. 

15610. Can you suggest anything to do away with the bad effect of 
this redundancy of population in the district ?—Well, if they got an 
abatement of rent things would be easier for them. 

15611. Would that not encourage them to subdivide their crofts still 
more ?—I don't know what they might do, but one thiug is that the rent 
is very high. You can see from these receipts the change which has 
been made on the rent within the last twenty years. 

15642. Very likely the rent may be high, but what I want to find out 
is how you could do away with the evd resulting from the too rapid 
increase of the population ?—I can give no answer to that question. 

15643. Do you think the people might do more in the way of fishing? 
—I don't know that they could do more by fishing. They risk their 
lives as it is, and since the herring fishing commenced off the shore here 
they cannot very well leave out their lines; the herring nets break them. 

15644. Do you think anything could be done by Government which 
would enable them to prosecute the fishing with greater advantage to 
themselves ?—Well, I cannot tell, now that the herring fishermen are 
injuring our fishing in the way I have mentioned. 

15645. Do the people ever speak of emigration to America or New 
Zealand, or Australia?—Not often. They don't hear such good news 
always from these places. 

15646. Do you mean they do not hear good new from those who have 
already gone abroad ?—Yea Some of their relatives have a sad enough 
story to tell; others are better oif. 

15617. Do you think the people would be disposed to emigrate if they 
got assistance and the members of the families were not separated from 
each other?—I cannot tell. For my own part, I am too old to emigrate. 

15648. Don't you know the opinion of your neighbours on th.it 
subject ?—Well, they do occasionally speak among themselves that they 

http://th.it
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must go somewhere, but they are so poor that they cannot go unless LEWIS, 
some assistance of that kind was given. v~~'. 

15G49. We have heard in other places that there exists a great x F"ss" 
indisposition to emigrate. In this quarter does the same aversion to going Murdo 
abroad exist ?—There is no doubt they are strongly against emigrating, Morrison. 
and is it not rather a hard thing that they should be made to emigrate 
while sheep are being fed at home. 

15650. I don't say anything about making them emigrate. I wish to 
know whether your neighbours would be willing to emigrate, provided 
they got assistance and the members of the families were not separated 
from each other ?—I believe there would be very few indeed. 

15651. What do the people do in winter?—Fish every day they can. 
Almost all their success at the fishing now is in the winter and early 
spring, before the he.ring fishermen, come. The cod and ling fishing is 
carried on by leaving the lines out at night, and these lines must have 
buoys upon them, and if you leave a line out it may be that before 
morning it will be in Stornoway. 

15652. Are these the ordinary fishing boats we see on the coast, or 
steam trawlers ?—The ordinary herring boats. 

15653. Are there not a great many days in winter when it is 
impossible for any man to go out fishing on this coast?—By far the 
greater number. 

15654. Then what do the people do at these times?—Gather sea-ware 
and various things. They will not at all be idle. 

15655. Do they ever improve the land—take in fresh land?—Thoso 
that get that moorland pasture of ours wiU be taking new land; others of 
them will be improving it. 

15656. Then do you say that many of the people in this township are 
in the habit of occupying their leisure time in winter in taking in fresh 
land ?—Those who have got such work to do—that is, those who have 
fresh unbroken land as part of their crofts. 

15657. Is that newly improved land to be seen from the high road as 
you come from Stornoway ?—Yes. 

15658. Do you know how much has been done?—Yes; there is 
especially a strip visible that stretches out to the moorland pasture from 
the high road. 

15659. Was that cultivated by crofters ?—Yes. 
15660. Lately?—The first piece that was taken off our township, of 

this outside pasture, I believe was drained and done by the factor at the 
time himself, but the people have been going at it since. 

15661. What is your rent ?—£4, 18s. 6d. 
15662. How many cows do you keep?—Two cows and two stirks. 
15663. Any sheep?—Five or six perhaps. 
15664. And a horse?—Ahorse. 
15665. How much arable land have you got?—I cannot tell. The 

surveyor who measured it the other day told me it was 7 J acres, and that 
includes those wide ditches between every plot. 

15666. Do you pay about the same amount in proportion to your 
arable ground and stock as the other crofters do in the township ?—Yes; 
they aU pay as high a rate and they all complain. 

15667. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—Do you know anything about the 
families that were evicted from Galston %—I know nothing about it. 
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LEWIS. 
- — MALCOLM MACKENZIE, Crofter and Fisherman, Sgigersta (71)— 
-IN ESS. • i 

examined. 
Malcolm 

Mackenzie. 15G68. T7ie Chairman.—Have you been freely elected a delegate by 
the people of Sgigersta ?—Yes. 

15669. Where is Sgigersta?—It is a small township surrounded by a 
fence out at the back of this place here. When I was born my father 
and another man occupied it between them. About sixty years ago they 
placed twelve families there in order to prosecute the fishing. Then six 
of these and my own father were drowned forty-eight years ago. They 
got the whole township at £10 a year at that time, and now it is £80. 
We cannot keep but two cows each. We are surrounded by a ring fence 
in our township. We are seven miles from the march of Galston tack, 
and though none of our cattle ever went there, or ever shall, still we have 
had to pay 5s. 6d. a family for this fence which has been spoken of. 
Then they placed six other tenants upon our township within our boundary 
fence. This was done in Munro Mackenzie's time. 

15670. How did it happen that the six men and your father were 
drowned ?—The boat foundered in a storm off the shore here. There 
were two similar accidents since that time. The one was exactly similar, 
and the other was during a comparative calm. 

15671. How long is it since the last serious accident occurred?— 
About twenty years ago in a great drift off the shore to Sutherlandshire 
and Ross-shire. 

15672. Were the boats smaller and worse in those days than they arc 
now ?—Some of them are larger and more seaworthy boats, but there are 
others just about the same size as those. 

15673. We have very often heard the people say that they prefer 
crofting and the cultivation of the soil, to fishing ; does that depend upon 
the danger of the sea in any great degree ?—My neighbours can make 
nothing of the land. Unless they take their livelihood out of the sea 
they cannot live at all. 

15674. And are they deterred from prosecuting the trade of fishing 
generally from an apprehension of the danger?—No one was ever 
deterred in my township by fear of consequences. The crofts in my 
townships are so smaU that they cannot be subdivided. I have myself 
two sons, and they have not the breadth of my palm of land. 

15675. Was your mother alive when your father was drowned?—Yes. 
15676. Did you support her?—A younger brother than I stayed in 

the house then. That brother was drowned since. 
15677. Have you in your township many widows of persons who were 

drowned at sea?—There are six alive to-day whose husbands were 
drowned. Of course, there were many more who are dead. 

15678. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—How many families are there in your 
town ?—Sixteen. 

15679. Sheriff' Nicolson.—How are the widows supported?—They 
have a little land, as we ourselves have. Two of them have only half 
crofts. They just live as Providence bestows upon them. 

156SO. Do you know of the new port that is being built?—Yes. 
15681. Do you think it wiU be of great benefit to the whole neighbour­

hood here?—-If it succeeds, certainly. 
15682. Have you any doubt about it?—I cannot judge very well; 

only I know that the sea would be very violent there at times, but still 
skill will prevail. 

15683. You have been to see the works ?—No, I have not seen the works. 
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15684. Do the herring boats do any damage to the long lines of your LEWIS. 
people 1—Yes, they injure them very much. My own son's lines were 
three times taken away this year. NESS. 

15685. Were they lost?—He got the lines; a neighbour got them Malcolm 
for him. Mackenzie. 

15686. But are they sometimes carried far away?—Sometimes they 
are lost. 

15687. Dont you think it would be a good thing for your own men to 
turn herring fishers and give up the long line fishing ?—They have no 
place to keep the boats. 

15688. Will not the new port be a place to keep them in ?—Yes. 
15689. Is it convenient for Sgigersta as well as other places ?—If all the 

expense that has been incurred on this port had been incurred in our 
place of Sgigersta, it would be a better advantage than ever could be made 
here. 

15690. Will it be possible for them to prosecute the herring fishing in 
summer, and the long line fishing in winter and spring, after they get the 
new quay ?—Yes, they could, but when once these fishermen appear off 
the shore they may drop the lmg-fishing, 

15691. Does it do any injury to the fish that are on the hooks when 
the lines are disturbed ?—I believe they injure the supply of fish as well. 
At aU events, the fishing has fallen off since my recollection. 

15692. Is there any reason but the want of money why there should 
not be as fine a fleet going out from the port of Ness as from any other 
place ?—Even with the qtiay it would not hold much of a fleet. 

15693. But I suppose the men are as fit to be fishers and to compete 
with anybody else as those on the East coast are ?—Yes, and as brave. 
There are no better seamen afloat. 

DONALD M 'IVER, Crofter and Blacksmith, Cross of Ness (50)— 
examined. 

15694. The Chairman.—Were you freely elected a delegate?—Yes. 
15695. Have you a statement to make?—Yes. I that think that the 

island of Lewis would have been very much the better, and very 
fortunate indeed, if the present factor had been appointed when Mr 
Munro Mackenzie was appointed. I myself paid rents to three factors, 
and I have seen him do what neither of his two predecessors did,—that 
is, to wipe off arrears which poor people could not pay. Our people 
complain that they are stiU suffering from the oppression and high­
handedness of the two former factors, Mr Mackenzie and Mr Munro. 
An old man of eighty in our township tells me that he saw the township 
occupied by seven families, and that the rent of it at that time was £42 , 
16s. 6d. To-day it is £76, 3s. in addition to taxes. 

15696. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—How many families?—There are 
thirty-five paying rent, and one not. They complain that for the last 
thirteen or fourteen years £100 a year of rent is imposed upon the district 
from Shader downwards, which ought properly to be paid by the farm of 
Galston. I cannot personally testify to this, but the people complain that 
that is the case. 

15697. "Will you explain it ?—There is a succeeding delegate who can 
explain these matters better than I can. They complain of the want of 
land, and that the rent of what they have is high. 

Donald 
M'lvet 
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LEWIS. 15698. There were seven families in the recollection of a very old 
man. When you first remember, how many families were there resident ? 

Nrcss- —I believe it has been much about the same ever since I remember as it 

Itorald i s to-day-
ii'lvor. 15699. You remember about thirty years back?—I only came to this 

place fifteen years ago. 
15700. Where did you come from1?—South Dell, in this parish. 
15701. WTien you came here did you get a croft?—Yes. 
15702. Was it a vacant croft or was there a croft made for you?—I 

exchanged with another man. 
15703. Have you got full employment as a blacksmith?—No. 
15704. Do you find your employment as a blacksmith increasing, 

or has it fallen off?—Work does not decrease, but blacksmiths increase, 
and so the amount of work which each gets is less, but there is 
more work going. 

15705. Where is the nearest blacksmith ?—At Swainbost. 
15706. How far off is that?—About half a mile. 
15707. Do you think the people have fewer horses now than they had 

when you came here ?—About the same. 
15708. Have they more carts now?—The carts are not fewer; 

probably they are more numerous. 
15709. What stock do you keep in your croft?—A horse, two cows, 

two young animals, twenty sheep. 
15710. What is your rent?—£3, Is. in addition to taxes. 
15711. Has your rent been increased since you came?—Yes, very 

much. 
15712. In what respect?—The very year I came Mr Hunter, then 

ground officer, rearranged the rents. He increased the rent at that time. 
There was 5s. that used to be paid in labour, and this man imposed it 
upon us in the name of moorland pasture, as rent. Then he charged Is. 
a head extra to defray the cost of the estate books in which he entered 
down our names in the rent roll; that is, he told us so. Then there was 
hen money, Is., and my share of the rent of Galston about Is. in the 
pound, I believe. But our township pays less in proportion than any 
other township in Ness of this Galston rent. I used to hear that other 
townships were charged 2s. a pound for this Galston business. 

15713. How much was added altogether?—I reckoned it about 9s. 
15714. But 5s. was instead of labour?—Why was it put down in the 

name of moorland pasture, because we were paying for the moorland 
pasture before. 

15715. Probably part was the one and part was the other?—He did it 
through high-handedness. 

15716. You say you have one horse, two cows, two stirks, and twenty 
sheep per £3 , Is. Do you think the rent is too high?—I do not 
complain so much of the high rent as of the small holding. If I had a 
third more land I would be much better off—or perhaps half as much 
again. 

15717. Do you depend most on your trade as a blacksmith or most upon 
the land ?—To teU the truth, I believe that the one source of industry 
injures the other. If I had half as much again of land I might perhaps 
keep a pair of horses and a servant lad, and then I could give my whole 
time to my own trade, but as it is, I am injured by acting as a tradesman 
to-day and acting as a farm-servant to-morrow. 

15718. Are your own charges the same now as they were fifteen years 
ago ?—No, they are not exactly the same. The old custom of the country 
was that each crofter paid a peck of corn, as blacksmith's dues, for keeping 

/ 
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hÌ3 agricultural implements in good order, but now the people have got LEWIS, 
very poor, and they cannot pay us in grain or money, so that we trades- —— 
men suffer in that way. NESS. 

15719. Do you make the same charge for shoeing a horse that you did Donald 
fifteen years ago ?—The price varies, depending upon the price of coal M'lver. 
and iron. A few years ago these were very dear, and we charged 4s. for a 
complete set, or Is. per shoe. We do it just now for 3s. per set, or 9d. 
per shoe. 

15720. Do you find iron much cheaper now than it used to be ?—It is 
much cheaper than it was some years ago. 

15721. But comparing your charge with what it was fifteen years ago ? 
—I t would be about 3s. fifteen years ago. The 4s. was a few years ago 
when we paid very high for iron and coaL 

15722. Do you work for ready money, or do you give the people 
credit ?—We give credit, and we are none the better of it sometimes. 

15723. Do you find the people are less able to pay their debts now 
than they were formerly 1—They are less able. They would pay if they 
could. 

15724. Do you think that that is a proof that people are poorer than 
they were ?—Yes. The great poverty of the place is the cause of it. 

15725. What is the name of the delegate who knows about this £100 
upon Galston ?—John Macdonald. 

15726. The Cliairman.—Did you say that Is. had been imposed for 
the expense of the estate books that were used ?—That is what tho 
ground officer himself told me. 

15727. How long ago is that?—About fifteen years. Hunter did an 
additional act of high-handedness in our township which I had forgot. 
He took land from an old man who had a croft there, and he gave him a 
new croft, and of that croft there was only brought under cultivation at 
the expense of the proprietor a small bit, and the crofter himself stated 
that he got it at the rent of waste land. Afterwards this ground officer, 
John Hunter, doubled the rent and deprived him of his horse. 

15728. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—What was the crofter's name ?—Allan 
Graham. He took from him his horse in payment of arrears. The man 
had a weak family, and was scarcely able to keep matters agoing. 

15729. The Chairman.—But with reference to this question of the 
shilling, you say that Hunter told you it was for the expense of the 
books. Now Hunter has authorised a gentleman named Mr Walter 
Rose at Stornoway to contradict this. The same assertion was made by 
another witness previously; Mr Rose has been authorised to say that 
such a charge never was made at all ?—I believe I can get plenty of 
witnesses to whom he said it as weU as to me. 

15730. Was the shilling charged only for one year, or was it made a 
permanent charge ?—We pay it yet. It was added on as additional rent. 

15731. There is probably some misunderstanding or mùta'ie about the 
reason why the shilling was put on, and I will inquire into it ?—I had 
the ground officer's own statement for it. 

15732. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.^Could Hunter speak Gaelic?—Yes. 
15733. And yon have no doubt in your own mind that he so stated 

it ?—No doubt whatever. I believe he said it to many another man as 
well as me. 

15734. With regard to the other matter of Macdonald, who was ill-
treated, where was the croft ?—In our own township. 

15735. What became of him ?—He is in the new croft be got 
15736. Is he here ?—No, I don't think he is here to-day. I asked him 

to come, but he did not come. 
8s 
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LEWIS, 15737. The Chairman.—Mr Mackay, the factor, informs me that there 
rr~^ is no such shilling entered in the books, and he does not know what the 
1 jff* ground officer may have said in former times ?—We don't know what he 

Donald may have done with it. I only repeat his own statement. 
M'lver. 

JOHN MACDONALD, Crofter, South Dell, (57)—examined. 

John 1573S. The Chairman.—Where is South Dell?—-About three miles 
Macdonald. w e s t of this. 

15739. Were you freely elected by the people?—Yes. 
15740. Have you got a statement to make ?—Regarding their poverty. 

I have more than time will allow me to telL You have heard already of 
the small holdings and the high rents, and I need not enter into details 
on that matter. They are very poor. Some are in want of food. That 
is their sorest cry. The land is so heavily burdened that it cannot yield 
crop, and just as that is the case the land that is pastured on by sheep is, 
as it were, crying out to be cultivated. "We complain of the heavy 
assessments. The schools are a very great burden upon us. We were 
not used to that burden, and our poverty scarcely can bear it well. 
We prefer the schools we had before. Our objection to the present mode 
of education is that the rule which the Almighty has given us for our 
salvation is treated as a boy plays at 'skippack,'—just a slap, and be 
done with it. 

15741. Do you mean there is not sufficient time given for religious 
education ?—Yes, that it is merely a name. I have nothing to say 
against the late proprietor or against Lady Matheson, although they had 
bad managers under them, and just as the proprietors were badly served 
in our district so the Government is badly served in our district also. I 
must tell of a piece of impertinence where we were made a laughing 
stock of by the whipper-in of the children,—that is, the officer of the 
School Board,—just that he opened a letter that we were sending to Mr 
Mackay, the chamberlain. Mr Mackay himself knows about it. Winn 
there is such an amount of distress as that, these are not suitable people, 
as they would say in England, to administer a new colony. Our 
poverty would plead for patience and compassion in dealing with us. To 
put it in one word, the state of the place ought to be a matter of serious 
concern and humiliation to the people that are assembled here to-day. I t 
is as though we were suffering from the wrath of the Almighty upon 
man's sin. 

15742. You complain that the religious education is not sufficient. 
Do you think the children learn less of their religion now than they did 
formerly ?—I am quite certain that they do. They do not understand 
what they are learning. 

15743. Do they learn the Shorter Catechism ?—A small portion at the 
beginning—the easy bit. 

15744. Do they learn it in English or learn it in Gaelic?—Oh! wlmt 
but English, that they don't understand. 

15745. Do they learn to read the Bible in Gaehc ?—No, not at all. 
15746. Have you ever represented this complaint to the School 

Board ?—No, we did not. 
15747. Are you dissatisfied with the present School Board?—We 

complain of it. 
15748. You know you can change the board at the next election ?—I 

believe we have that power. 
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15749. You said the Government was iU-served because the officer of LEWIS, 
the School Board had behaved in an overbearing manner. Now the ~—• 
officer is not a servant of Government, but is a servant of the School ~ * 
Board, and if you change the School Board the School Board can change John 
the officer ?—I understand that quite well, but I wish to state in reply, Macdonald, 
that the officer when he did the act was quite convinced that he was 
backed by sufficient authority. 

15750. To whom was the letter given?—To the compulsory officer to 
bring it to the post office. 

15751. Was the letter closed and sealed?—Yes. 
15752. Was it opened before it was put into the post office?—It 

never was put into the post office. 
15753. How do you know it was opened by the compulsory officer?— 

Well, we went to search for that letter, and we could not get it in his 
house until his son would come home from school. We found it then, 
and we knew that it had been opened. There was an address upon it 
then in a different handwriting from the original one. 

15754. Did you complain to Mr Mackay?—He was spoken to about 
it at the School Board. 

15755. What did Mr Mackay do %—He said the man ought to be 
taken up. 

15756. Was he taken up ?—The fiscal would have nothing to do with 
it, because he was not a" servant of the post office. 

15757. Has the School Board discharged the man?—No. 
15758. Do you think be ought to be discharged?—Well, I do not 

want a man to be destroyed,—kiUed indeed,—but I wish that evil deeds 
should cease. 

15759. They cease when they are made public?—I wish that would 
come about. 

15760. You complain about the school rate being so heavy. Now the 
minister told us yesterday that if all the children in the parish went to 
school the Government grant would be so large that there would scarcely 
be any rate at all. Have you ever been told that ?—Yes, I heard that, 
but every person in this district is not a minister, and as such, able to 
shoe his children so that they can go to school. 

15761. But the children all over Scotland, at least in many parts, go 
to school without shoes ?—That is the case. There is no man here who 
is more anxious that children should be educated than I am, but I see 
clearly that cannot be done. 

15762. Do you candidly think that the parents could not do a little 
more to send more of their children, and more regularly, to school ?—I 
believe that the parents do not in that sense do as much as they could. 
I am further of opinion that if the man who introduced the Bill into 
Parliament had been a Ness fisherman, or a fisherman on the West side 
of Lewis, he would not have introduced such a measure at all. 

15763. But it is very difficult to make laws which are equally 
applicable to all places ?—That is quite the case. 

157G4. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—What is the name of the officer who 
opened your letter ?—Donald Murray, Tarbost. 

15765. Though you and your fellow-crofters know that you can 
change the School Board at next election, are you afraid of doing so, 
and thereby offending the higher powers \—-Yes, poverty causes us to be 
afraid. 

15766. How many people are now living in your township ?—Forty-
five. 

15767. Were you born there ?—No. 
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LEWIS. 15768. How long have you been there ?—Fourteen years. 
~— 15769. How many were there fourteen years ago ?—Forty-one. 
^ E s s ' 15770. Do you know how many were there fifty years ago?—Thirty. 
John 15771. Do you complain of being over-crowded as well as of high 

Macdonald, rent ?—Yes, we are. 
15772. Do you know about the people who were removed from 

Galston ?—I ought to. I was born there, and my ancestors lived there. 
15773. What was the name of the town you lived in ?—North 

Galston. 
15774. How many families were removed from that town?—There 

were over sixty of them. Fifty-four paid rent. 
15775. Were there any more townships cleared besides North 

Galston 1—Other three. 
15776. Name them?—Balmeanach, Melbost, and South Galston. In 

Balmeanach there were ten families, in Melbost twenty-five, and in South 
Galston thirteen. 

15777. Were these removed at one time, or did it run over several 
years ?—Over several years. 

15778. How long altogether?—Would it take ten years?—They were 
removed at intervals during a period of twelve years. 

15779. How long is it since the last clearance?—Twenty years ago. 
15780. Was the whole of this done in Sir James Matheson's time?— 

The whole of it, and without his knowledge. 
15781. Was it all done under the one chamberlain?—No. 
15782. Who were the two ?—Mr Munro Mackenzie to begin with, 

and then Mr Munro. 
15783. What was done with the land from which these families were 

cleared ?—It was given to the tacksman. 
15784. Was it the case that as each successive clearance took place the 

tack was enlarged ?—Yes, that was the case. 
15785. Were you weU off when you were living at North Galston ?—I 

could not ask to be better off. 
15786. Was that the case with your co-crofters generally at the time? 

—Almost the whole of them were so at first, but at a later period the 
tenants of South Galston were added on to them, and then they were not 
so well off. 

15787. There seem to have been 108 families altogether,—we shall say 
upwards of 100. What became of those families?—About forty of them 
went to America. The rest was scattered all over the country. 

15788. Was it against their will that they were put out of Galston?— 
Yes, it was against our will, but we went away without being summoned. 

15789. Was it for the benefit of the Galston people that they were 
turned out in this way and went some to America, and some to other 
places ?—I don't know one who benefited by it except one family. 

15790. Who was the one family?—Angus Graham, now in Shader. 
15791. How did he benefit?—He got better land where he went to 

than the land he was put out of. 
15792. "Why was he favoured?—There was a reason for giving him a 

favour too ; he built a slated house in that place. 
15793. Would you like to go back to North Galston?—I would have 

some of my furniture there before I slept if I got it. 
15794. In regard to the Gaelic, you stated that the children were not 

taught their religious knowledge, and especially that the want of 
instruction in Gaelic was against them. Is there any Sunday school in 
connection with any church where they teach the Bible ?—There is a 
Sabbath school in the schoolhouse up in our place for about an hour. 
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15795. "Who teaches that ?—The schoolmaster, with some assistants. 
15796. Are they taught in Gaelic there to read the B ible '—I cannot 

tell, I wiH not allow any one to go to it myself anyhow. They are mak­
ing a greater amount of mischief going and coming, than they are obtain­
ing good within it. 

JOHN MACDONALD, Crofter and formerly Fisherman, Knockaird 
(57)—examined. 

15797. The Chairman.—nave you been freely elected a delegate?— 
Yes. Macdonald. 

15798. "Will you make a statement1?—You have already heard how 
the people have been losing their right over the land and how the rent 
has been increased. That is a very sad thing for poor people when they 
are unable to pay for their land, and are in danger of losing the holding 
they have, they being unable to pay the landlord. We can do nothing 
else now than lift up our voices in complaint to the rulers of the land 
and to the proprietor, to see if they will remove as much of that burden 
as they can, before we lose what we have in part of debts, and also that 
those rulers and the proprietor should spread the people over the face of 
the land where there is plenty of land and to spare, where they 
might be able to live in comfort. It was the people who were better off 
and who had most stock that were examined here to-day as delegates. 
There is a large proportion of the people who have no stock at all. You 
heard already how the rents were increased by former chamberlains, Mr 
Mackenzie and Mr Munro. We have no cause of complaint against the 
chamberlain and ground officer of to-day. Fresh land was brought under 
cultivation down at the Port within the borders of our township, and 
crofters were placed there, and because of the badness of the soil and the 
high rent they were not able to pay. When John Hunter found this 
out he relieved them of a portion of the rent so as to enable them to live, 
and added that to our rent which was already too high. Then about 
the Galston matter, of which you have heard, although we are far 
removed from the march, and though no creature of ours ever went there 
or ever shall, 6d. was placed on each of us for that fence, and Is. 6d. 
per pound was added to our rents on account of muirland pasture, the 
effect of which was to provide laud with no rent at all for the Galston 
tenant. 

15799. The previous delegates stated that they were paying £100 
which should properly fall upon the Galston farm. Is that true ?—The 
delegate who immediately preceded me can explain that better, but there 
is a successor who also can explain it. 

15800. Sheriff Nicolson—Are they all fishermen at Knockaird ?—Yes. 
Things are dark and hard by land and sea in those years. 

15801. Has the fishing been unusually bad for the last two or three 
years ?—Very much. 

15802. Has the cod and ling fishing been falling off compared with 
what it was a few years ago 1—Very much indeed. 

15803. Can you give us an idea by comparison of what a boat's crew 
could make in former times, and what they can now make in a season ?— 
I remember myself the boat of which I formed one of the crew landing 
6400 ling in a season, and a neighbouring boat 8OOO, and now they can 
scarcely make 1000 in a season. 

15804. WTiat was the price of a ling at the time you first remember? 
—Sixpence. 

LEWIS. 

NESS 

John 
Macdonald. 
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LEWIS. 15805. And it is now a shining ?—Yes. 
J T - 15806. Have you any idea what is the reason why the fishing has 
2_̂ ___' fallen off?—The fishing was better this year, but the season was very 
John mild, and they were not prepared to take advantage of it. 

Macdonald. 15807. There is more herring fishing now about the coast of Lewis 
than there used to be ?—Yes, and the herring fishers injure our fishing. 

15808. How is that?—They should set bounds between the ling 
ground and the herring ground, so that the one would not injure the 
other as they do now. I t should be so arranged that one set of fishings 
should occupy one portion of the sea, and the other portion the other. 

15809. Are there particular banks on which the hug are chiefly 
found 1—I believe that the ling frequents all parts, but we have 
particular banks for the ling fishing. 

15810. The herring moves about more than the ling and cod?—Yes. 
15811. Then, if there was a boundary in that way, it might sometimes 

prevent the herring fishers from getting anything at aU?—Wrell, that 
might be. 

15812. If you had the choice, would you rather take the inside sixteen 
miles or the outside for the ling ?—If it was a good year, I would prefer 
the outside limit. 

15813. How far is the outside limit to which they go?—I have seen 
them go twenty miles past the north end of the island. 

15814. Do they go out of sight of laud?—They can keep the high 
land in clear weather. 

15815. Do they sometimes stay out for two or three days?—The ling 
fishermen stay out that way, but they are bound to stay out and watch 
their lines, otherwise these may be destroyed by the herring boats. 

15816. What kind of boats have you at Knockaird ?—Twenty feet 
keel. They puH them up beyond the sea-mark every night. 

15817. "What is a crew ?—Six. 
15818. Do they fish for themselves, or are they employed by a fish-

curer ?—Some of them fish for themselves—the few that can. 
15819. Are the boats their own?—Yes, those who can buy boats 

wish to have them. 
15820. What is the average cost of a boat of that sort with all its 

tackle and hues Ì—A boat, weU found without the lines, would cost 
about £40 . 

15821. What kind of bait is used?—For the smaU lines they take 
limpets and other shell fish which they get on the shore, and with these 
small lines they catch haddocks, and then they bait the long lines with 
the haddocks. They also get eels and turbot upon their long lines. 

15822. Do they use the eels for bait ?—Yes. 
15823. Do they use the turbot for bait?—They use aH the turbot for 

bait. 
15824. Do you know that they would get a large price for the turbot if 

they sent it fresh to London ?—London is very far from here. 
15825. Do you often get a turbot?—Yes, sometimes. 
15826. What time is best?—In summer, if they can go far enough to 

sea and have all bait, they would have plenty of turbot. 
15827. Do you think there would be a fishing of turbot that would 

make it worth while for a steamer to carry it to the south ?—The fishing 
is not regular. It is only in good weather that they can go far enough 
out to sea where they can get it in abundance. 

15828. Do they get tusk here I—Yes. 
15S29. In any considerable quantity?—No; that fish his got scarce. 



Minutes of Evidence. 1015 

JOHN MUNRO, Teacher, Lionel (23)—examined. 

15830. The Chairman.—How long have you been here?—Two and 
a half years. 

15831. What country are you a native of?—Ross-shire. 
15832. Do you possess the Gaelic language ?—Not sufficienty to speak 

it fluently. I understand it better than I can speak it. 
15833. Do you possess it sufficiently to make it useful to you in 

teaching ?—OccasionaUy. 
15834. There was a delegate here to-day who complained that the 

religious instruction is inefficient, and that the children learn the Shorter 
Catechism in the English language which they don't understand. Have 
you any explanation to make upon that subject?—One explanation is 
that the children do not come punctually to school in the morning, and 
Scripture knowledge is taught from ten to a quarter before eleven, and 
by that time the children have not done dropping into school. If they 
came in proper time they would get their full allowance of religious 
knowledge. 

15835. Is the time allowed for Scripture knowledge regulated by 
the School Board, or is it a Government regulation ?—The Government lay 
down a code, in which it is provided that there must be two consecutive 
hours of teaching without Scripture knowledge. 

15836. Do the School Board fix and regulate the hours of teaching 
generaHy 1—Not that I am aware of. 

15837. Is that entirely in your hands?—Yes. 
15838. Would it be open to the School Board to prescribe that the 

Scripture knowledge should be taken in the middle of the day ; for 
instance, at the beginning of the teaching after the recess in the middle 
of the day ?—I am not aware of that. 

15839. Is the whole of the religious instruction given in the English 
language ?—It is. 

158-10. The children learn the Catechism in English?—Yes. 
15841. And read the Bible in English ?—Yes. 
15842. Is the Catechism expounded to them in Gaelic?—No; but 

they all understand the English language sufficiently to understand the 
teacher when explaining it. The teacher makes a point of using the 
simplest language he can, and they are quite able to understand him 
when he explains the Catechism or the Bible. 

15843. When the children first come to school have they any 
elementary catechism which they learn preliminary to the Shorter 
Catechism ?—No, they have not in this school or in those of our district, 
that I am aware of. 

15844. Consequently the youngest children begin their religious 
instruction by learning the Shorter Catechism ?—Yes, and reading the 
simplest parts of the Bible. 

15845. Do some children come to school without any knowledge of 
English at aU ?—Some of them do ; in fact, most of them do. 

15846. Then do you think the teaching of the Shorter Catechism is in 
the first instance reasonably understood by the children, or do you think 
it is in great measure learned by rote ?—I think in most cases it is 
learned by rote. It is only the more intelligent of the children who can 
understand it thoroughly—in fact, there are some of the questions that it 
would take more than a child to understand. 

1584.7. Do you think the religious instruction here is as efficient as it 
would be in an English school among English-speaking children?—It 
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LEWIS. cannot be that, because the children have not the command of the 
English language so well as English-speaking children. 

* * * 15848. Would you find it a great advantage and convenience if you 
John possessed the Gaelic language perfectly in teaching?—I don't think it 

Munro. would. I find when any Gaelic is used in school the children are more 
apt to stick to the Gaelic. They speak too much Gaelic outside for the 
benefit of the English teaching in the school during the day. 

15849. Then you think the children really learn English better 
because there is no Gaelic ?—I cannot say they learn English better, but 
I am quite aware they learn it as well at any rate. That is my own 
opinion. 

15850. Do you find the attendance of the children very irregular?— 
Very irregular, especially this year. 

15851. Do you think the irregulaiityls in any material degree owing 
to poverty or want of clothes ?—They make the want of clothes a great 
excuse, especiaUy this spring. I find the attendance is very much below 
the average of the past season. 

15852. Is the want of shoes pleaded, or is it the insufficiency of their 
other clothing ?—The insufficiency of their other clothing rather. 

15853. Mr Cameron.—You heard the chairman ask one of the former 
witnesses whether he was aware that the minister had stated that if the 
attendance of the children was good the rate might be reduced on one 
8hiUing in the pound ?—Yes. 

15854. Do you go so far as to say you agree with that?—I think the 
rates could be reduced very much by a better attendance of the children. 

15855. Is there a compulsory officer in this parish?—There is, for 
this district—for the two schools of Lionel and Cross. 

15856. Does he make efforts to obtain the attendance of the children ? 
—Very strenuous efforts indeed. 

15857. In what respects does he fail?—The parents do not pay much 
heed to him. 

15858. What excuses do they make ?—Their name is legion. Some of 
them during the spring-time say they require the children to stay at 
home to help them in tilling the ground, and the smaller ones to take care 
of their y ounger brothers and sisters. After the labour the herring 
fishing comes on, and after the herring fishing the taking home of the 
peats, and the girls require to stay at home to mind the house, and 
so on. 

15859. What is the average attendance in the school here ?—For the 
past years examination it was 222; this year it will be very much below 
that. 

15860. Did you obtain last year a grant for 222?—Yes, I obtained a 
grant of £200 on 250 presented for examination. The average attend­
ance was 222. 

15861. What is the nominal number on the roll?—Close on 300 and 
sometimes it goes over 300. 

15862. What age do you find the worst age for children attending 1 
At what age do they offer the most excuses?—There is a great difficulty 
in the first place to get the children who are just of age to come to 
schooL The parents do not appear to be willing to let them come. 
Then, after ten, the children are kept for working, and after thirteen 
they are gradually taken away altogether. 

15863. Has this bad attendance been taken notice of by the School 
Board ?—They always take notice of it, and direct that defaulting parents 
should be warned. On the occasion of almost every meeting they have 
there are defaulting parents before them. 
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15864 . But have they taken any steps to correct the evi l?—They LEWIS, 
brought some of the parents before the sheriff. ^ ~ 

15865. W h a t happened?—They all got off except one man who was ' 
confined for two days. They have been up several t imes before the John 
sheriff during the last two years. Munro, 

15866. M r Fraser-Mackintosh.—One of the delegates stated tha t there 
was no Sunday school. Have you not taken steps to keep a Sunday 
school for religious instruction ?—-I opened one when I came here and 
kept i t going tLU a month ago, when I had to close i t for want of 
scholars. 

15867. H a d you any assistance in the instruction of the children in 
Gaelic ?—I had one man who kept a Gaelic class to teach the Bible and 
Catechism in Gaelic. 

15868. W h a t were the hours?—From five to half-past six or seven. 
15869. Apparently the hour which you set apart for the Catechism in 

the morning is not very convenient, as the children drop in from t en 
to eleven. Is the hour of five on the Sunday afternoon convenient ?— 
Yes, it is very convenient ; it is after the parents come home from church. 

15870. I n fact, it is fixed for the very purpose of convenience %—Yes. 
15871. Can you account for the falling off in at tendance so tha t you 

were ultimately obliged to close i t ? — I t h i n k i t was simply owing to tho 
want of interest which the parents took in their children having Sabbath 
school instruction. 

15872. Had you both boys and gir ls?—Boys and girls. 
15873. How many have you had at the highest ?—Sometimes 180 or 

190 when I started first. 
15874. Is there any other Sunday school in the parish connected with 

either of the churches ?—There is a Sabbath school kept in the Cross 
school in connection with the same church. 

15875. Is it well a t t ended?— I don't th ink it is very well at tended in 
the meantime. 

15876. Is that the school which the delegate stated he knew nothing 
about ?—- Yes. 

15877. I t is not yours ?—No. 
15878. M r Cameron.—I suppose, although you have been only two and 

a half years here, you have had some scholars who left the school with 
their elementary education completed ?—Yes. 

15879. H o w many have left since you have been he re?— I should say 
about a couple of dozen who were fairly good scholars. 

15880 . Can you say tha t these couple of dozen, when you turned 
them out from school, were able to speak English wi th anything like 
fluency?—The most of t hem speak English very weU, and those who 
speak it best are the best Gaelic readers. 

15881. If a person met them on the road, could ha be able to under­
stand them and make them understand his conversation in E n g l i s h ? — 
Quite welL 

15882. Sheriff Nicolson.—Are there any of your scholars who can 
read Gaelic ?—I believe there are some. 

15883. H o w do they learn it1?—I cannot say how they learn it. Some 
of them can read Gaelic, and their parents cannot. I t h ink the Engl ish 
assists them. 

15SS4. Are there any of the Gaelic Society's schools in operation ?—I 
believe there is one at Sgigersta still in operation. The teacher of tha t 
Gaelic school was at one t ime appointed b y the board to come to thLs 
bchool to give Gaelic instruction, and the former teacher left i t to t h e 
option of the children to at tend this clas3 or n o t ; and in about three 
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months' time they dropped off. There were not more than a dozen at the 
beginning, and they dropped off to one, who was the teacher's son. 

15885. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—They preferred something else to 
Gaelic ?—They prefer the English. 

15886. Sherif Nicolson.—The number attending that Gaelic school is 
very sniaU?—Very sinaU; some days it is not held at all, I believe. 

JOHN MACLEOD, Boat-Builder, Ness (35)—e> a nined. 

John 15887. Tlw Cliairman.—How long have you been established here?— 
Macluud. I have been here all my days. 

15888. Are you a native of Ness?—Yes. 
15889. Mr Cameron,—Have you any dealings with the people besides 

thooe in your immediate neighbourhood?—No, I am just a boat-builder, 
and supply hshermen with boats. 

15890. How many do you build in a year?—Sometimes I used to 
build six or seven. 

15891. Has your trade been getting better or faUing off?—It has been 
something about the same for a good while back. 

15892. Do you build these boats for the fishermen ?—Yes. 
15893. Then I gather from that that they aU use their own boats?— 

Yes ; they aU use boats that are built at the port or at Stornoway. 
15894. You do not build for Stornoway people?—Sometimes. 
15895. Are those included in the six or seven?—That depends on the 

number of boat-builders that are together. It will give enough to one 
man to build these. 

15S96. But as a rule the boats are built for the fishermen and hot for 
the curers ?—For both. 

15897. Do you build as many for the curers as for the fishermen?— 
More for the curers. 

15898. Then the custom is that the fish-curers own the boats?—Yes; 
they buy the boats of us. 

15899. What are the terms between the fish-curers and the crews of 
the boats ?—They give them the boats on three years' shares. The boat 
comes to £30 , and that is £ 1 0 a year for three seasons. If the crew 
can clear it off in three seasons, the boat is theirs ; but if not, it is the 
property of the curer. 

15900. Do they get a chance again?—Yes, if they are engaged to fish 
for the curer. 

15901. Is that agreement independent of any agreement between the 
curer and the crew as to catching fish?—Yes. 

15902. There are separate agreements?—Yes, that is a separate 
agreement. They have another agreement for the ling. 

15903. What is that agreement?—That the curer shall pay so much 
per hug from this date until 6th July or whatever it is, and the settle­
ment will be in November. 

15904. Are the crews of the boats expected to take provisions from 
the fish-curers, or do they get the price in money ?—They are 
independent of that if they like. They need not go to the curer if thej 
don't like. The curer is bound to pay them. 

15905. We saw three boats on the shore here; are these the boats 
that cost only £ 3 0 each?—Yes, the shell of them and the ropes and 
mast, but not including the sail. 

15906. What would the sail cost &---•£&, 

LEWIS. 

NESS. 

John 
Mm. ro. 
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15907. And the tackle necessary for fishing1!—The boat cannot go out LEWIS, 
without lines. The total cost is about £42 or £43. -*— 

15908. You are talking of the ling fishing 1—Yes. ^*"88 

15909. They do not require nets for the ling fishing ?—No. j 0 , m 

15910. You have had a good deal to do with the movement which Macleod, 
resulted in the construction of the port here 1—Yes. 

15911. How many boats of that size will that port contain when it is 
completed ?—Not more than twenty-five or thirty. The excavation is too 
small. 

15912. They are to excavate to the depth of about ten feet ?—It will 
be thirteen feet nine inches, but it is only a smaU boat that it can 
accommodate. 

15913. What are they going to do with the boulders and rocks that 
are in the way ?—There are no rocks in the way. 

15914. But the harbour will embrace some rocks'?—Yes. The break­
water is going up on them. They are going to run the pier on the top 
of them, 

15915. Are they going to blast away any of the rocks?—Yesj they 
must blast when they are excavating to that depth. 

15916. And you think it wiU be a considerable benefit to the fishing 
population ?—I know it will. 

15917. Would it have been better if it had been larger?—A great 
deal. If I had £40,000 to-day I would put it into it, and I would be 
sure of it being paid back very soon. That is how I would build it, for 
the locality is too poor to expect anything out of it. I would lay out the 
money in that way and charge dues. They could go east or west from 
such a harbour—from Carloway to Cape Wrath. 

15918. How many boats are going round there?—A good many 
hundreds at this time of the year. 

15919. Are many of the boats there now?—I don't know how many 
are at Stornoway now. 

15920. Are the most of the people in this place fishermen?—Yes. 
These are the ling fishermen—the men who are depending on this 
harbour. 

15921. Do the Stornoway boats intend to come into this harbour 
when it is made ?—Yes, it would do for them to come into if it was 
larger. It could be made larger. I was round the place with the 
engineer, and I know the route well enough. 

15922. At any future time, if they found the harbour not large 
enough, could they extend it and make it larger according to the plan %— 
Yes, and they could have a deep-water harbour. 

15923. In fact they could extend the present harbour in case they 
wanted to do so?—Yes. 

15924. I suppose there are hundreds of boats at Stornoway?—Yes. 
15925. Would a large portion of these boats like to use this harbour 

when the fishing happens to be here ?—Yes, I believe they would. 
15926. Do you think the people here are as well off as they were some 

years ago?—No, I do not. When I remember first they would take 
notice of a man whom they saw on the street that was in debt to the 
curers, and now you cannot see a man without that, except very very 
few. 

15927. And when they see a man not in debt do they point him out 
now ?—They can put their finger on every one to-day. It is due to the 
bad seasons and bad fishing and the system of working they have in the 
ling fishing. They have to go out and set their lines, and they have a 
big stone at the end of the lines and a rope up to the top of the water 
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LEWIS. with a buoy. So when the herring boats come they are setting their own 
~— nets, and these are drifted and they carry away the lines. 
* * * 15928. Then you agree with what was said by the previous witnesses 
John that, the Hng fishing has been considerably damaged by the herring boats ? 

Macleod. •—I agree with that. I believe that the herring fishing and ling fishing 
cannot be done in the same place. It ought to be done in the way of 
winter ling fishing and summer herring fishing. 

15929. To what other cause do you attribute the poverty among the 
fishermen ?—That seems the great cause. It is a very good boat that 
takes 1OOO ling this year. I remember wdien they were taking 
6OOO. 

15930. Do you think there are as many fish on the coast now as there 
used to be ?—I cannot go into that at all 

15931. There is nothing else you can suggest, except that the herring 
boats should do less damage to the ling fishers, and that the harbour 
should be larger?—My suggestion is that a large harbour should be 
built here, and that they should get large boats as their neighbours do from 
the east coast. All these men have to go to the east coast, and must bo 
under masters who can do with them as they like, engaging them at such 
a price as they can give them, and they have not even one net of their 
own. 

15932. What do these men generally bring home in a fair year from 
the east coast ?—I have seen them coming home with from £ 5 to £ 2 0 ; 
and some of them with less than £ 5 some years. 

15933. SheHff Nicolson.—Last year was a bad year, I suppose?—Yes, 
according to the fishing. They are just taking them at so much per cran. 

15934. Mr Cameron.—Do you think the people here are suited more 
for fishermen than for farmers ?—I think they are more suitable for 
fishermen than for farmers. They cannot do both, and it is at the same 
time that both things should be prosecuted. 

15935. And you would like to see them stick more at home rather 
than go to the east coast ?—Yes, for I see all these fishermen on the east 
coast, and I know a few of them. 

15936. There are none of them farmers on the east coast?—No; the}' 
may just have an acre or so as a garden. 

15937. The Chairman.—Do you mean to say that you think the 
fishermen ought to have no land at all or that they ought to have land 
enough for one or two cows ?—That is my idea. I am sure that fishing 
and farming cannot be done together. 

15938. But ought they to have land for one or two cows, or do you 
think.they should have no land at all?—"Well, I should like them to 
have a garden. 

15939. But not a cow's grass?—If they could keep one cow it would 
be a great benefit to them. 

15940. From what funds is the work at the harbour being carried on? 
—Lady Matheson gave £1500 and the Fishery Board gave £4500. 

15941. Do you know whether any application was made to the Board 
in London for funds ?—Yes ; I know there was. 

15942. You made an application to the Public Wrorks Loans Commis­
sion ?—No, but I wrote a letter to Mr Gladstone for it. 

15943. But you are aware there is a Board which advances money for 
public improvements, caUed the Public Works Loans Board?—I know 
there is a Loans Board. 

15944. Was there any application made to it?—I don't think so. 
15945. You say it would have been better to make the harbour much 

larger, and to make it a deep-water harbour. In case the harbour was 
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ever enlarged thereafter, would the present work be useless and thrown LEWIS. 
away, or could the present work be made useful towards a larger harbour ? 
—The present work need not be thrown away at all, and I was very K'ss' 
much pleased when I saw from the plans that they could make a j 0 - m 
continuation of a large harbour. Macleod. 

15946. Do you think that the present work will stand; is it 
substantial ?—Well I do not know. I doubt it very much—this piece 
they are making just now,—for it is just a piece they are running on the 
front out to the sea, and there is not a back to it. That is the worst I 
saw about the plan, and I objected to it the moment I saw it. 

15947. You mean that the present wall at right angles to the shore is 
not sufficiently supported ?—I think not. 

15948. How ought it to be supported?—If there was another one at 
the back of it, and a hearting, and a parapet the same as the rest of it, it 
would be sufficient to stand the waves ; for the out-sweep of the sea here 
is stronger than at any place the Stevensons saw in their life, and I am 
afraid it will take the corner of the outer pier out. 

15949. At all tides the boats will not be able to get in?—No; not 
with the present walL 

15950. Would they be able to come in under your plan for a larger 
harbour]—Yes there is five feet of water at lowest spring water according 
to my plan. 

15951. What do these big boats draw?—I do not know very well, 
but I think eight feet will do well enough. 

15952. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—Who is looking after this part of the 
Matheson property ?—Not any one. 

15953. Who is responsible for the place being so very dirty down 
about here?—I suppose it is the sanitary inspector. 

15954. When this pier is erected will there not be some authority to 
look after it?—There is a sanitary inspector paid to do it, and he ought 
to look after it. 

15955. The Chairman.-—Who is the sanitary inspector?—The 
sanitary inspector for the parish of Barvas. He lives in Stornoway. 

15956. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—Don't you think the state of matters 
there is disgraceful?—I am very much disgusted with it, but I cannot 
help it, I would like to see it clean. 

15957. There is no reason why it should not be clean?—No reason. 
They could keep it as clean as any town in Scotland, for there is a burn 
there, and they could clean everything down to it. We are fifty feet 
higher than the level of the sea, and there is always running water. 

15958. Sheriff Nicolson.—Has any complaint been made to the 
inspector ?—I don't suppose there has ; I do not know. 

15959. The Chairman.—What is his name?—Hector Ross; he is the 
parochial inspector too. 

15960. Does he often come here?—Yes ; I have seen him often come 
over here. 

15961. Does he e%'er give any order about cleaning?—I never heard it. 

FARQUHAR MURRAY, Crofter, North Dell (51)—examined. 

15962. The Chairman.—Were you freely elected by the people?----
Yes. 

15963. Will you make a statement on behalf of those whom you 
represent ?—You already heard other delegates complain how the rent has 

Farquhar 
Murray. 
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LEWI3. been raised. Perhaps it should have boon a matter of complaint in the 
—— first instance to the chamberlain, because he is a man who likes to see 
-^E38- things put right. We have seen him put other things upon a proper footing 

Far har when he found them amiss. That is all I have to say. There were some 
Murray. people who were removed in order to add to the land attached to the mill. 

I knew very little about it, and I declined to make the statement, but they 
sent it in in this writing. This is the statement:—' We the undersigned, 
' humbly beg to set before you certain fact3 and grievances in the follow-
' ing statements—to which we call your kind attention and consideration. 
' Firstly, there stood in the village of North Dell, a slated house which 
' became vacant nine years ago. We occupied one half of the village which 
* contained about a hundred acres of good pasture and arable lands. The 
' miller of Ness, who receives the 13th part of all the grain raised in Ness, 
' envied the side we occupied ; and through promises that he never 
' fulfilled, he persuaded us to take the land that this " house " stood on, 
1 telling us at the same time we were not to remove from our old houses, 
1 and that no dyke whatever was to be put round the land we were to 
' give in exchange. This false promise of his didn't last long, for we 
' were soon served by one, and then another summon to remove, and 
'build ourselves houses elsewhere; then at once began dyke Vnilding, 
' following by the pulling down of the slated " house," the stones of 
' which were put in the dyke building—the rent of which "house" we 
' pay till this day over and above our land rents. Secondly, the most 
' part, or three-fourths of the grazing land by the sea-shore we are deprived 
1 of, which originally belonged to the tack where we now are, though the 
' rent remains the same for us to pay. Nor is this all—for the last three 
1 summers Macfarquhar's (the miller) sheep eat the most of what we 
' sow in the ground—Lu our space has been so limited, made between dykes, 
' dogs, sheep, and a little over twenty acres of land instead of one hundred 
' acres, that we can hardly make an existence, and we ever pray your 
' Honourable Royal Commission to look into our grievances thoroughly.— 
' We remain, your most humble and obedient servants, ANGUS X CAMP-
' BELL ; JOHN X M 'DONALD ; JOHN X SMITH, representing Widow Smith ; 

* NORMAN x M'RITCHIE, representing Widow Morrison and others.—North 
' Dell, Ness, 7th June 1883.' 

15964. Have you any further statement to make ?—No. 
15965. Slieriff Nicolson.—How long have you been in the place?— 

Ever since I was born. 
15966. Did these things happen that are mentioned in the paper?—I 

know that the men were removed, but I do not know of any of the 
transactions between them and the miller. 

15967. How many were removed?—There were eight of them there 
that had land, but it is four who are concerned in this matter. 

15968. How much of their land was taken from them and added to 
the miller's land?—They were removed from where they were, and their 
place was added to the house that you have heard already was left 
vacant. 

15969. Where were they removed to?—From the one side of the 
march to the other side. 

15970. Had they to build new houses for themselves?—Yes, upon the 
new lots. 

15971. Did they get any assistance in building these houses?—lam 
not aware. 

15872. How long is it since this happened?—Nine years. 
15973. Has there been any alteration in your own land or pasture? 

—No. 
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15974. It is only those four people that have this complaint to make ? LEWIS. 
•—I did not hear anybody complaining except those four. - — 

15975. Then have any of the rest of the people of North DeU any "• 
complaint to make ?—There were two or three of them that had a house Farquhar 
on the other side of the street. I t was taken from them—the house they Murray, 
had on the one side of the road. 

15976. How many families are there in North Dell altogether?— 
Twenty-three or twenty-four with land, and three without land. 

15977. What do they ask you to represent on behalf of them here to­
day ?—They ask me to state nothing except that they were paying the 
rent of that house that is mentioned in the paper. 

15978. Are all the people of North DeU paying that?—No. 
15979. Only these four 1—Yes. 
15980. The Chairman.—Have you any grievance of your own1}—No. 

[ADJOURNED.] 

STORNOWAY, LEWIS , FRIDAY, JUNE 8, 18S3. 

{See Appendix A, XXXVI. and XLI.) LEWIS. 

Present:— STOKN.-WAY. 

Sir KENNLTH S. MACKENZIE, Bart., Chairman. 
DONALD CAMERON, Esq. of Lochiel, M.P. 
C. FRASER-MACKINTOSH, Esq., M.P. 
Sheriff NICOLSON, L L D . 
Professor MACKINNON, M.A. 

DON ALP CAMPBELL, Crofter and formerly Fisherman, South T< 
(GO)—examined. 

15981. The Chairman.—How many families are there in ToL*ta?— Donal' 
There axe about one hundred altogether, of whom about fifty pay rent. Campb I 

15983. Were you freely elected by the people of your township]— 
Yes. 

15983. On what day did the election take place?—About a fortnight 
ago. 

15984. Was the whole township present on the occasion?—There 
was a large number present, but they were not aU thera 

15985. What proportion of the township was present?—Between forty 
and sixty probably. 

15986. Who summoned the meeting?—The people of the place. 
They heard that such a thing was to be done. 

15987. How did they hear it?—They heard through the country that 
these proceedings were taken, and when they heard of these meetings 
they met too. 

15988. And those who were absent knew of the meeting?—-Quite 
welL 

159S9-. Have you any statement to make on the part of the people of 
Tolsta?—Another delegate and I were sent here in order to tell how 
some of the ground which our fathers occupied before us was taken from 
ua. A moorland pasture of about ten miles broad was distributed between 
our township and the two tacks that marched with us upon the other 
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LEWIS. side,—between our township on the one side and the two tacks upon the 
other side. "When these ten miles were portioned out, only the breadth 

so WAY. 0£ £WQ m Q e s w a s iefk w i t h our town, and afterwards it appeared to them 
Donald that even this was. too much, and one of these two miles was taken from 

Campbell, lis. We have now scarcely one mile—that is all the breadth. Perhaps 
it extends about five miles back, this mile between the sea and the 
moorland pasture. Then the last rude that was taken from us was 
added to a tack, and we were obliged to pay the sum of £7 before we were 
allowed to put a hoof of cattle upon this ground, which really was our 
own. Then, if our cattle were three or four weeks out upon the moorland 
pasture immediately after they came home, dogs were set after them, and 
they were placed in pound. The township of North Tolsta was originally 
under a tack, then afterwards it was lotted out among the crofters, 
and over twenty years ago it was made a tack of again, and it is now 
under big sheep. And when they sent away the crofters from that place 
in order to make a tack of it, they sent some of them away to America, 
and others of them they crowded in upon us. This tack is a portion of 
the township. They crowded in upon us in the rest of the township of 
North Tolsta the people that were not sent to America in order to make 
room for the tack. North Tolsta is entirely tack. It is the people of 
South Tolsta that elected me to come here, and they call a portion of it 
sometimes Balmeanach. So when the people were removed from North 
Tolsta and South Tolsta in order to clear it for a tack, some of them were 
sent to America and others crowded upon us. It was necessary to make 
room for them because they were removed from their own place, and 
some of the people of South Tolsta who were in arrears of rent were 
removed from their own places outside the township in order to make room 
for those of North Tolsta that were sent in upon them. These got no land, 
and it mattered little whether they were alive or dead, so far as the 
authorities were concerned. There are between fifty and sixty young men 
in the township—some of them married, some not—who wish to acquire 
land, and who have not got it. These have been trained in the defence 
of their Queen and country both on land and sea. These think that a 
portion of the land which belonged to their forefathers should be given 
to them—the waste land which is under sheep. There is a great portion 
of land now lying waste—uncultivated under sheep—perfectly capable of 
supporting these people if they could only get it. Under the turf of this 
land there lies the possibility of plenty of oatmeal and barley-meal for 
the sustenance of these people, if they only could get possession of it. It 
is sad to see that the people whom God created for His own glory should 
be crowded in together upon each other to make room for big sheep. 
As we heard a good man belonging to Caithness saying—' The landlords 
' said that the earth was theirs, while the Scripture saith that the earth 
' is the Lord's, and the fulness thereof.' 

15990. Mr Cameron.—Do I understand you to say that those ten 
miles of moorland were taken away from them twenty years ago %—It 
was not taken from us. These ten miles belonged to these two tacks and 
our township, and when the appointment was made only two miles were 
left with us. 

15991. Then eight miles were taken from you 1—No, that could not 
be said, because the ten miles belonged to the two tacks and us. 

15992. Was it common pasture between the two tacks and the 
crofters ?—Yes, that was the case. 

15993. So your share of that would have been about three and one 
third miles 1—No, our share would have been two miles, but then they 
took away more than one of these two miles from us. 
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15994. Then the complaint is not that they took away anything from LEWIS. 
the ten miles, but that they took away one of the two miles ?—Our 
complaint is with respect even to the two miles, that it is less than our STORNOWA* 
proper share. If it were properly divided we should have over three— Donald 
three and a third. Campbell. 

15995. Then the difference in the first instance is between the three 
and one-third miles and two miles which you should have got?—Yes, 
that was our first complaint. 

15996. And the second complaint is that of the two miles one was 
taken from you subsequently and added to the tack ?—Yes, that is our 
second complaint. More than a mile was taken from us and less than a 
mile left with us. 

15997. What sort of land was it that you talk off,—this moorland? 
—Just moorland pasture—peat. 

15998. What stock did it keep?—A mile of moorland pasture will 
not feed much stock. I cannot exactly tell how much They feed the 
most of their stock without fence of their crofts. 

15999. If they got this land again, what would they do with it?-—If 
we got it back we would keep more stock than we keep to-day; but in 
addition, there were over twenty families thrown upon us. 

1GOOO. Would you cultivate that land? Would it be susceptible of 
growing corn, that woodland which was taken from you?—iso. 

16001. Was not land taken from you which was susceptible of the 
cultivation, as you say,—that would grow corn ?—The tack of North 
Tolsta was taken from us, and it would yield crops, if we got it back. 

16002. When was that done 1—Over twenty years ago. 
16003. Was arable land taken from them at that time?—All the arable 

land of that tack was taken from us. I t was arable at that time, and 
people were living upon it. It is now pasture land. 

16004. That is ground which you say was originaUy a tack, which 
was distributed among the crofters and then made a tack again?— 
Yes. 

16005. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—When was the rent last fixed?—• 
About thirty-one years ago. 

16006. Has the rent never altered since then?—Yes, it was raised. 
16007. What was it thirty-one years ago upon the township?—About 

£140 . 
16008. What is it now?—Between £160 and £180 . 
16009. What is the name of the other tack you refer to besides North 

Tolsta ?-—Gress. 
16010. What is the name of the tacksman of the North Tolsta and 

the name of the tacksman of Gress ?—Thomas Newal is the manager of 
North Toista. The tenant is a young man, and I do not know his name. 
Mrs Liddle is the tenant of Gress. 

16011. How many families were removed altogether from North 
Tolsta ?—I cannot tell, perhaps there may have been about twenty. 

16012. How many came in upon you?—Twenty-three. 
16013. Then how can you say that only twenty were removed 

altogether?—My neighbour and I cannot agree between twenty and 
thirty as to the number who were there first. 

16014. But how many do you say were placed upon you?—I cannot 
tell. 

16015. You can neither tell how many families were placed upon you 
nor how many went to America?—No, I cannot tell how many went to 
America. 

16016. Are aU the families that were put upon you still there?—Yes. 
3 T 
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LEWIS. 16017. How long would you take to count them on your fingers'?— 
From ten to fifteen families of those that were in North Tolsta were sent 

TORNOWAY. j n U p 0 n o u r township. 
Donald 16018. 77*e Chairman.—You stated that some of the people in South 

CampbeR. Tolsta had been removed outside the township because they did not pay 
their arrears of rent. Do you object to the removal of people who don't 
pay their rent]—I object. I would like they should have time in order to 
pay up their arrears. I t might be made up in a short time, even suppos­
ing they were in arrears, and they should not be removed to make room 
for other men. 

16019. Do you know how long these people had been in arrear1?—I 
cannot teU. At the time they were removed the markets were bad and 
there was no price for cattle, and they were taking away the cattle 
without leave asked in order to pay up these arrears. The proprietor's 
people were removing cattle in order to pay their arrears without asking 
leave. They themselves fixed any price upon them that they pleased. 

16020. Had the tenants not a right to take their cattle to the market? 
-—Yes, they might do that ; but they were gathering them in a certain 
place, and the proprietor's people were fixing the prices of them. 

16021. But they might have taken them to market, had they wished 
themselves ]—Yes, but the prices were so low. 

RODERIOK MACKENZIE, Crofter, Nether Coll (75)—examined. 

Roderick 16022. The CJiairman.—This is the statement you have submitted to the 
Mackenzie. Commission Ì—* Statements by Roderick M'Kenzie, crofter, and Malcolm 

- M'Leod, crofter and mason, both of the township of Coll, to be 
' submitted to the Commission on behalf of the crofters of said town. 
' Fifty years ago the township of CoU was inhabited by twenty-two 
' crofters, keeping from three to five milk cows, with several young 
1 beasts all in good condition, and from twelve to forty sheep. Before Sir 
• James Matheson bought the estate four crofters were put in upon 
1 our township, and when the township of Garryghuirm was cleared other 
' four were put in upon Coll, bringing the number of crofters in Coll 
' up to thirty.* At the same time a portion of the arable land belonging to 
• the township was taken from the people, and given to the tacksmen for 
1 whom the people were put out of Garryghuirm, thus reducing the 
1 arable land of the people, while the inhabitants of the township are 
1 considerably increased. About thirty-three years ago the place was 
' relotted out and made into forty-seven crofts, the rent of which was 
1 £ 1 2 0 ; since then twenty crofters have been put in upon the township, 
• every one of them paying rent over and above the £120, at which the 
' township was rented when it was relotted. So that we now stand thus— 
1 1st, the township is made less by taking some of our arable land and 
1 adding it to the neighbouring tack; 2nd, putting people in upon us in 
' addition to the natural growth of the population, until now we have three 
' families to the one we originally had; 3rd, the rent being increased gives 
1 the privilege of increasing the stock, until people and cattle are starved 
' alike, increasing taxes and every other source of poverty and misery. 
' The boundary dyke between us and one tacksman was built by con-
' tract, for which every head of family in Coll had to pay 10s. Still we 
1 have to keep it up as often as any part of it falls down; yet if any of our 
' sheep or cattle go over it, they are pounded and paid for before we 
' get them out. We are so much pressed by tacksmen on both sides, and 

* See Appendix A, XL. 
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1 behind by sportsmen and their gamekeepers, that we are not allowed to LEWIS. 
1 walk without the fear of being taken up as trespassers, even upon the 
1 hill pasture for which we pay rent. There are twenty-eight crofters in the STORNOWA? 
c township of Coll, having only one starved cow each, when the tack on Roderick 
' the one hand of us would keep one hundred families in comfort, and the Mackenzi<-
' one on the other side eighty. Further, we beg to state to the Commission 
' that in one case we know of an old man who fell into arrears of rent, 
' and could not pay, a young man who was willing to take land would 
* not get the old man's lot until he got security that he would pay the 
' old man's debt, for which he paid £13 , which he only managed by sell-
' ing the two cows he had. In Coll just now there are ten married men 
* and twenty-six single men, who would take land to-morrow if they got 
' the chance. Suggested remedies for the foregoing grievances—1st, 
' Increased holdings, with sufficient moorland and hill pasture to enable 
' us to rear stock to pay our rent. 2nd Revaluation of land by competent 
' parties who know the locality, and security of tenure so long as the 
' rent is paid. 3rd, Compensation for unexhausted improvements. 
' 4th, That tenants have a full and free access to all moorlands and 
* hiU pasture connected with their township, and have a right to pluck 
' heather and cut rushes for thatching houses or any purpose of that 
1 nature without the fear of gamekeeper or ground officer.' 

16023. Sheriff Nicolson.—Do you remember when the first addition 
was made to the number of crofters at Coll ?—Yes. 

16024. Fifty years ago there were twenty-two. When was the first 
addition ?—As I first remember fifty years ago there were two lots in the 
town. 

16025. But when was the first increase in the number of lots?—Forty-
three years ago. 

16026. How many were added to their number then?—Ten families 
were put in upon us about forty-three years ago from the outside. 

16027. Where-were these taken from?—From Garryghuirm, which 
was cleared, and another township. Out of that place four families were 
sent in upon us, and these have now become six families. 

16028. What direction is Garyghuirin from Coll ?—South. 
16029. What was done with the land from which these people were 

brought?—It is under sheep occupied by the tacksman who marches 
with us. 

16030. What is the name of the tack 1—-Upper Coll. 
16031. How much arable land was taken from them and added to 

that tack ?—Perhaps about £ 8 worth, and there was no abatement made 
in the rent. -» 

16032. The place was re-lotted about thirty-three years ago and made 
into forty-seven crofts. Who was factor at that time ?—Mr Scobie was 
factor at that time. He only occupied that office for three years. 

16033. The rent then was £120 . How much was the rent fifty years 
ago ?—It appears that it is Mr Munro Mackenzie that lotted the town. 
He succeeded Mr Scobie, and it was he who fixed the rental at £120 . 

16034. What was it before that?—The previous rental was the same. 
16035. What was the rent fifty years ago?—I cannot remember. I 

think it was the same amount. 
16036. When the place was re-lotted and made into forty-seven crofts, 

where did the people belong to, to whom these new crofts were given ?— 
They belonged to the place. 

16037. None were brought from any other place, were they?—Not 
6ince Sir James came. 

16038. The rent being increased gives the privilege of increasing the 
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LEWIS. stock. What is the meaning of that1?—Does it mean that everybody 
may keep as much stock as he likes ?—They cannot keep more stock. 

-TO--NOWAY. 16039. What stock do you keep yourself?—Two cows and a year-old. 
Roderick 16040. No morel—Four head of sheep; no horse. 

Mackenzie. 16041. Have any of the crofters more cows than that?—There are 
four that have larger stock than I had; but there are twenty-eight in 
the place who have only one cow, and a stirk perhaps as well. 

16042. .What rent do you pay 1—£2, 9s. That rent was only £2, 7s. 
when the rents were settled by the factor upon information supplied by 
myself. There was an odd 6d. that has to be added to certain of 
the crofts—in order to make the proper subdivision of the £120, which 
was the rent of the whole township. But the factor said there would be 
no 6d., that it would require to be a full shilling—and this shilhng, along 
with the shilling for hen money, has made the rent £2 , 9s. 

16043. How long have you been living in Coll1?—Fifty-three years. 
16044. What rent were you paying first 1—The same rent. 
16045. Had you more cows then than you have now 1—Yes. 
16046. How many had you?—Five head of cattle. 
16047. And more sheep?—We had no sheep to speak of. There is 

no sheep pasture. 
16048. Did you grow more corn and potatoes then than you do now ? 

•—Yes, at that time, but not since our lots were reduced. 
16049. How long do your own corn and potatoes keep your 

families alive in an ordinary year ?—According to the seasons. But eight 
bolls of barley-meal was the largest amount that ever I made in one single 
year,—sometimes four or five, sometimes six, and about one and a half 
bolls of oatmeal 

16050. How long would that last you ?—Our own crofts used to tide 
us over the winter and sometimes longer. 

16051. How long would the potatoes last in a single year?—In a very 
good year we might have fifty barrels of potatoes, and these would last 
till spring. Many years we might not have twenty barrels. 

16052. How many bolls of corn of your own had you last year, and 
how many barrels of potatoes?—I had no potatoes at aU. I could 
scarcely say that the potatoes grew at all last season, but I managed to 
save two bolls of barley from the storm, and that was aU my crop. 

16053. Then, in former times, did you require to buy meal after 
spring to keep your families ?—You know that since Sir James Matheson 
got the property and since the potato disease, things have been very 
hard. I would have to buy some years fourteen, twelve, or ten bolls of 
meal, to support my own family, in addition to the crop. 

16054. How much have you had to buy since last autumn?—I have 
bought already thirteen boHs of meal. 

16055. How many more will you need before next autumn?—I 
cannot tell. It must be a great deal, if it can only be had. 

16056. What else have you to live upon besides meal?—Sugar. "We 
have neither butter nor flesh. "We neither kill cow nor sheep. 

16057. Is that the general condition of the people at Coll?—The 
greater portion of them. How can they be otherwise when their single 
cow does not give milk? They cannot make 2 lbs. of butter in the year. 

16058. Have they any work at home in the island of Lewis?—-No, 
there is nothing of that kind now; but as long as Sir James, worthy 
man, lived, there was work going that kept some people employed. 

16059. How far are you from the sea at Coll?—No distance at all. 
16060. Are many of your people engaged in fishing?—Yes, the young 

people. 
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16061. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—You say in this paper that this town- LEWIS. 
ship is hemmed in by tacks and tacksmen. WiH you mention the names ? 
—Upper Coll. STORXOWAY 

16062. What is the name of the tenant ?—Mr Hunter. Roderick 
16063. Which is the other?—It is another township occupied by Mackenzie, 

crofters that marches with us on the other side. 
16064. But you say 'we are so much pressed by tacksmen on both 

sides.' Is that correct ?—The other side is occupied by a crofting town­
ship like ourselves. We differ sometimes. 

16065. What is the meaning of this stated in the paper that they are 
not aUowed to work without the fear of being taken up as trespassers 
upon their own -hill pasture ?—The gamekeepers think that at certain 
seasons of the year they will not allow a man or beast to go upon the 
moorland pasture, and they employ one out upon this moorland pasture 
during the summer. They keep a man out upon the moorland pasture to 
take up any man or child whom they may find straying there, in case he 
may be there robbing the nests of the birds. 

16066. Is this a deer forest or an ordinary grouse shooting?—We 
have no deer now. I remember the day—I was young at the time— 
when I could see one hundred deers on the hill, and I could not see three 
now. 

16067. What is the name of the gamekeeper who does what you have 
mentioned ?—I don't remember his name exactly. He belongs to Gress. 

16068. What is the name of the shooting tenant?—I don't know. 
He is an English gentleman living in London. 

16069. Why do you and the other people pay attention to such 
conduct on the part of the gamekeeper ?—Bless you ! have not I seen 
two lads sent for nine weeks to the prison there for robbing a grouse 
nest, and one of them barely came out alive ? 

16070. But it is one thing to steal eggs and another thing to walk 
over your own grounds upon your own lawful business?—That is quite 
the case, but our great complaint is that we are prevented from sending 
a boy or anybody else out to attend to the cattle. 

16071. Are you afraid of being turned off if you stand out against any 
such conduct ? Are you afraid of being disturbed in your holdings ?— 
Yes, we are. 

16072. Is the gamekeeper in the stated regular employment of the 
proprietor, or is he one that is changeable with the tenant ?—I am not 
very sure, but he may be in the service of both. I believe he is in the 
service of the man who is the shooting tenant. 

16073. Do you consider him, in point of fact, an authority upon the 
estate, whose will is not to be gone against ?—Yes, we look upon him in 
that light. It is the part of the tenants to be obedient. 

16074. You say here that there are twenty-six single men in your 
township who would likely take land to-morrow if they got the chance. 
What exactly are they looking for? Is it at present uncultivated land 
that they would take in and cultivate, or what ?—The waste townships 
that are under sheep, that were cleared before, these are the places the 
people are looking for, and wbuld be glad to get. 

16075. But is there any place of that nature near you except Upper 
Coll ?—No, except Garryghuirm, that was formerly cleared. 

16076. To whom does Garryghuirm belong?—To Mr Hunter. 
16077. How many families do you suppose this tack, if broken up and 

made into large sized crofts, would keep ? You say, on the one hand, it 
would keep a hundred families in comfort and on the other eighty. Now, 
which do you mean would keep a hundred families, and which would 
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LEWIS. keep eighty ?—Colurich and Garryghuirm could accommodate a hundred 
families and Gress could accommodate eighty. Are aU these places in the 

STORNOWAY. g a m e neighbourhood ?—Yes. 
Roderick 1GO78. Is the township much in arrear of rent do you know]—I 

Mackenzie, believe they are in arrears this year. 
16079. Would the people, if they got the additional land be enabled 

to stock it ?—They would stock it by degrees. 
16080. Supposing they got assistance to stock it at the beginning, 

would they be willing to pay back by instalment ?—Yes, that they 
would. 

16081. From what you know of the sentiments of the townships do 
you say they want no relief whatever in the way of alms but whatever 
they wish for they will pay in time ?—Any assistance they might get they 
would pay it back; they don't look for alms. 

16082. Mr Cameron.—You said there was an old man who was in 
arrears of rent and that his successor stepped into the croft, paid the 
arrears by selling the cows, and the arrears were £13 ?—Yes, that is quite 
correct. 

16083. If the old tenant owed £13 to the landlord, the landlord might 
himself have sold the cows, and it would have come to the same thing ? 
—If it would be as weU to do so, stiU the man had to have his cattle sold 
in order to pay these arrears. 

1608-L Did the cattle belong to the new man, or did they belong to the 
landlord—as due for arrears of rent?—They belonged to the incoming 
tenant. 

16085. Had the outgoing tenant any stock at aU?—The state of affairs 
was this, that the old man had only one son, and he died. He and his 
wife were getting frail, and they had an elderly daughter who was 
supporting them. Now this daughter was getting parochial relief for 
attending upon her father and mother, and she thought that the rent of 
the croft should be paid as well as the relief she got for these services she 
rendered. Now, when the young man got the croft there was only £4 or 
£ 5 of debt, and when the debt had increased to £13 , Mr Munro, the then 
chamberlain, came and insisted with violent language that the whole of this 
debt must be paid, and the new tenant sold his own two cows and paid 
the debt. 

16086. Was he a relation?—No, no relation whatever. 
16087. Or his wife ?— is wife was not a relation either. 
16088. Is it a practice in the townships, or on that part of the estate 

with which you are acquainted, for the new tenant to pay the arrears of 
the old ?—I have heard several instances in addition to this one, from 
whom Mr Munro, the chamberlain, exacted the arrears of rent in this way. 

16089. And does the practice still prevail at all?—I don't know what 
the practice may be just now. Ever since the present factor came in 
there was nothing of that sort done upon us. These things were done by 
his two predecessors. 

16090. The Chairman.—Was this young man in possession for some 
time before the £13 was demanded of him?—He would be about ten 
years in possession. 

16091. Did he pay his own rent regularly from the beginning?—Yes. 
16092. And had he cropped the land when it was in possession of the 

old people and the daughter ?—No. 
16093. Are the tenants bound by the estate rules to keep a herd for 

their cattle ?—We have a herd for the sheep. And the estate authorities • 
wished there should also be one herd or two herds for the cattle, SJ 
that there should be no trespassing upon the moorland pasture, for the 
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sake of the grouse, but the people of the place objected to such an LEWIS, 
arrangement. 

16094. Then it is a rule of the estate that only the herds or shepherds STOBXOWAY. 
shall be upon the moor at a particular time of the year ?—Yes, that is the Roderick 
rule of the estate. Mackenzie. 

16095. I forgot to ask the name of the crofter who paid this sum of 
money for the arrears of his predecessor ?—Donald M'lver, Nether CoU. 

16096. And the name of his predecessor?—Donald Macdonald. 
16097. Who 'wrote this paper you have put in?—Murdo M'Leod. 

His abode is in Glasgow. 
16098. Was it read to the people of CoU before you came here?—No, 

they did not come to hear it read. 
16099. Are you of opinion that they agree in it?—Yes, they would, 

and I am not certain but they may blame me for not having made more 
statements than there are in that paper. But there is nothing in it which 
I cannot prove, and which any person can gainsay. 

16100. Did the people meet to elect you ?—Yes. 
16101. And the paper was not read at that time?—No. At the 

meeting one said put in this statement, and another said put in that 
statement,—but I put in no statement except what I was certain of my 
own knowledge was true. 

16102. Then this statement, though written by a young man from 
Glasgow, was really written by you?—Yes, he merely wrote it to my 
dictation. He is a native of the place, and has come to live at home. 

16103. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—Were you elected a delegate because 
you are one of the oldest inhabitants of the township?—I was elected, 
whether I wdled or not, because I was one of the oldest men and because 
I speak of old times even before Sir James bought the estate. I am such 
an age now that I do not require land for myself and I would be giving 
up land rather than be asking for more. 

DONALD MARTIN, Crofter and Fisherman, Back (46)—examined. 

16104. The Chairman.—Who delegated you here?—I was appointed Donald 
at a meeting that was held by the people of the township in the church. Martin. 

16105. Were the people of Tolsta and CoU there at the same time?— 
The people of Tolsta were not there. The people of Coll and Vacksay 
were there as weU as the people of Back. 

16106. Who summoned the meeting?—I believe the association that is 
located here gave instruction that delegates should be appointed and a 
meeting held. 

161U7. Do you mean the Lewis Highland Land Law Reform Associa­
tion ?—I beheve these are the parties. 

16108. And did the people of Back elect you on that occasion ?—Yes. 
16109. Were they all present?—The most of them. 
16110. Will you make a statement on the part of the people of Back ?— 

[Read in Gaelic] ' When the townships in which I live was originally 
• lotted out forty lots were made and the rent was £140 . Since that time 
' fifteen additional lots were made, out of the back portion of the town-
1 ship—out of uncultivated land behind the ring fence. And instead of 
' the township getting any abatement of rent, because of that the rent was 
' raised. Now there are ninety-two famihes in the township. There are 
' six or seven of these families who occupy mere bothies, and have no land 
• at all. Then there are about twelve young married couples living in the 
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LEWIS. ' houses of their relatives—their fathers and fathers-in-law—who would 
' be glad to take land if they got it, in addit ion to other young men who 

roBirowAY. < would also be glad to get married, and to take lands if such were to be 
y7~~j, ' had. Again, i t is one great cause of the poverty of the people tha t the 
Martin. ' holdings are so smaU tha t they can only keep as much stock as they are 

' able to feed, for if we, the people, had plenty of land so tha t we could 
1 keep a sufficient amount of stock, we could be able,—although the Lord 
' in providence has seen fit to visit us sorely this year—stQl along with 
* what we could take from the sea, we have sufficient amount of Highland 
1 spirit in us as would prevent us from allowing ourselves to appear as 
- beggars before the people of this nation . W e ourselves would then be 
' able to maintain ourselves, instead of being a burden upon the charitable 
' people of the south. I t now appears tha t th ings will continue in the 
1 same state unless some remedy is found for them through the interven-
1 tion of the Queen and her counsellors. I n the third place, this also is 
1 the cause and poverty among the people, tha t their holdings are so 
* small tha t they must crop the whole of them every year. They are 
1 thus not able to leave a portion under grass for one year, as it ought to 
' be, in order that the land could at tain to some strength, for the land, by 
' being continually turned over every year, becomes exhausted, so that it 
' requires to be forced by manure before i t can give any crop at all, and 
* oven then it wiU not yield a good crop. Again, in some places it is the 
' cause of poverty among the people tha t the land is in such a bad plight 
' by being so soft and wet, so tha t it is a risky matter to sow any seed 
1 there unti l it is past seed t i m e ; and so it is a matter of common sense 
' t ha t when sowing is late, reaping must be late too, and so the inclement 
1 season comes before the crop is gathered in from the places where it 
' grows. A n additional cause of our poverty is the want of harbours . 
' In the place where I live the way the fishing is being prosecuted is 
' sufficient to make an old man of one while he is yet y o u n g ; for in 
' winter we have to leave our homes for the fishing at ten o'clock at night, 
' and on through aU hours of the morning according as the weather will 
' allow. W e then, six of a crew, will have to launch a boat over a 
' 100 yards of dry ground, and we have to do the reverse process 
' when we come home again. W e have to pu t a ton of stones into her 
' along with the sailing and fishing material. The boat is thus loaded so 
' tha t if the sea runs high upon the shore it goes over our heads before we 
' can clear off. Now, if we had harbours we could work bigger boats t han 
1 we have, where we could have greater safety on sea, and tha t would be 
' less difficult to manage when we came ashore; and if we had that we 
' could go three times farther away to the fishing ground than we can 
1 now do •with the boats we have. Again, in the s ixth place, there is a 
' thing tha t causes great vexation of spirit to the people, and their minds 
' are now raised so tha t it is difficult to pacify them unti l things are pu t 
' upon a proper footing. This is the cause of it a l l ,—that we see the 
' land which our fathers had brought under cultivation by the sweat of 
' their brows p u t under tacksmen, or, as they should more properly be 
' called, desolators of the land, and ourselves heaped upon one another 
' upon small patches of the very worst portions of the land, and many 
' without any laud at all, while upon the land which they possess as grass 
' from one year's end to the other my father saw fourteen oat crops raised 
1 in succession wi thout any manure, and the last crops better than the 
1 first. Now, in so far as I can understand the mind of the people, and 

* especially of the younger portion of them, I fear tha t there is danger 
' that they may rise as the clans of old rose, if they don't get a hold over 
1 the land of which they are deprived by Act of Parliament,—of which 
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' they are deprived for the sake of sheep, deer, and grouse. If some will LEWIS. 
' say it is not r ight tha t we should be seeking these things, I shaU not 
' regard these as t h e poor man's f r i end ; for if i t is unlawful for us t o STOUXOWA 
' ask it now, it was quite as unlawful for them to deprive us of it Donald 
• formerly.' Martin. 

16111. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—At what t ime was the land divided 
into .he forty lots at the rent of £ 1 4 0 1—About th i r ty years ago. 

16112. You mention tha t fifteen additional people were placed upon 
the back of your town, and in place of any reduction of rent it was 
increased. Now what increase was made ?—So far as I can gather from 
the receipts tha t I have seen, there was 5s. of road money. This charge 
for road money was afterwards made into a charge for pasture money. 
Then there was Is . of kain. Now, this has of late been added on of our 
rent, and then separate road money came in. 

16113. W rhat is the rent at present paid by the ninety-two families 
tha t are there 1—I cannot teU. 

16114. I t is a good deal more than £ 1 4 0 1—I believe there is a good 
deal more than £ 1 4 0 . 

16115. A n d no t only i s there no reduction of rent from the t ime of t h e 
forty lo t s—£140 , bu t there are now more than double the number of 
people upon it1?—Yes, i t is the case. There is scarcely a lot t ha t has not 
been subdivided, and the very few tha t have not been subdivided havo 
usually two families living upon them. 

16116. You have accounted for fifty-five of the families,—the forty and 
the fifteen additional, but there are now ninety-two. Wrere there any 
people pu t in upon them, or was tha t rise the natural increase'?—They are 
the natural increase of the place. 

1G117. I n the statement you made you referred to the state of the land 
being such that they could not sow early. W e heard i t aUeged against 
the crofters t ha t they did uot plant so early as they o u g h t "Why don ' t 
they plant so early, or sow their seed 1—I can say for myself, and I 
believe I can also speak for the others, tha t there are many reasons in 
which, from the nature of the soil of my croft, which is so wet, so soft, 
tha t it is quite impossible to put one grain of seed into the ground un t i l 
long after the period of sowing is over. 

16118. Have you at tempted to drain your own land so far as tha t 
could be done Ì—I did everything I could to drain it. I made no close 
drains, bu t I made open drains. 

16119. Are you quite aware of the importance of early sowing?— 
Quite aware of that. 

16120. W e heard in some other places tha t the reason why the crofters 
did not sow earlier was tha t they could not agree, and tha t it was 
impossible for one man to begin unt i l they all began. Is tha t the case a t 
Back 1—Well, as far as I am concerned, I never found tha t cause interfere 9 
with our seed t i m e ; bu t where the soil is l ight—where it is sandy soil— 
there might b e some foundation for it. 

16121. Would you be in favour of a strict regulation among crofters 
themselves to agree upon early sowing 1—We don' t by any means oppose 
any just and fair law tha t would contribute to our own advantage . 

16122. You spoke about the twelve married men among them who 
want land, and also t h e young men who wish to marry and settle. A re 
these people possessed of means to stock the land, or would they require 
assistance1?—There may be some who would be able to pu t stock upon 
the land, but there are many others of them who, on account of the 
poverty of their parents and other reasons, have very little laid by, and 
would require assistance. 
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16123. Are those you refer to—the twelve married men and the young 
men—strong active men, willing to work ?—Quite. 

16124. Do you believe that if they got such lands as they would like, 
they would pay a fair rent, and work most industriously until they got it 
into a state capable of producing support for themselves?—We believe 
they are very much depressed in spirit from the fact that they don't get 
land, in order to get a chance of doing so. 

16125. WiU you mention the place which you think a suitable place 
for making a pier for the people of Back ?—I think there are various 
places where it would not be very difficult to make a good anchorage; but 
because there is a fishing station at Gress, I believe that would be about 
as suitable as any. 

16126. Have you any idea what it would cost to make a pier that 
would be suitable for your purposes—that you might go out and in all 
weathers ?—I can give no idea of the cost of an undertaking of that kind, 
but I believe in this particular case it could be done cheaper than in most 
places. 

16127. Would you and others be willing to pay a small toU or rent for 
the privilege of using it ?—Very willing indeed. 

16128. The Chairman.—Is it a pier or harbour you are speaking of ? 
—A pier, I mean a slip or a breastwork; whereas by a harbour, I mean a 
place of shelter protected by a breakwater. 

16129. And what you want is a harbour into which the boats may 
run ?—Yes ; that a boat might enter in aU weathers and at aU states of tho 
tide. 

16130. What would be the length of such a breakwater?—It would 
require about sixty yards, or perhaps eighty. 

16131. How many boats are there that would anchor at Gress if that 
were made?—They would not require to be anchored. They could be 
fastened to the quay within the harbour. 

16132. But how many woidd there be in such circumstances ?—Sixty 
or eighty boats perhaps. 

16133. Is there a population around Gress and within three or four 
miles of Gress that would own so many boats ?—Only during the herring 
fishing time. 

16134. And then boats come from other places at that time?—Yes ; but 
there are plenty of the natives who come there at the same time. 

16135. How many boats do the natives of your township at present 
own ?—Seven or eight in the particular township and about thirty in the 
parish. 

16136. Would Gress suit for the whole parish ?—Yes, it would be a 
sufficient station for the whole parish. 

16137. Have you anything further to say ?—Now, as to the remedies 
in order to put matters upon a proper footing. In the first place, to give 
plenty of land to every one who asks for it—that is from six to eight 
acres, at an average rent of 10s. per acre according as the soil is worth. 
In the second place, we want harbours, so that we can prosecute the 
fishing more sucessfully. In the third place, we want that there should 
be a fund raised or something provided by Government for providing 
stock and improving the land. This money we would pay interest for, 
and would pay it back. In the fourth place, we ask that under an Act of 
Parliament we and our children in coming generations should have a 
right to the soil which we occupy, and compensation for any improvements 
that we might make upon the lands or upon the dwelling lmusi-s. Now, if 
we get all these things, we will be able to live in comfort, enjoying the 
fruits of the land of our birth and our ancestory. 
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1G138. Sheriff Nicolson.—Are there no Gaelic words for 'compensa- LEWIS. 
t ion' and ' improvements ' ?—WeU, I would endeavour to express it in 
Gaelic. STQRNQWA 

16139. Is there not a good Gaelic word for improvement ?—Yes. Donald 
16140. Why did you not put it in Gaelic when you were writing the Martin. 

Gaelic paper1? Why did you choose English Ì—Because I was not certain 
that the Gaelic phraseology would express the same thing. 

16141. If you never heard the people speaking, or if you had never 
spoken yourself about compensation for improvements in Gaelic, what 
first put it into your head ? Was it English-speaking people ?—I knew 
very well what the English phrase meant, but I was not sure that I could 
express it quite accurately in Gaelic—that my Gaelic expression would be 
a quite accurate rendering. 

16142. I asked that question because Lowlanders and English people 
will be apt to think that GaeHc people have no idea of improvement, and 
that they have no word for it. You understand what I mean ?—I knew 
myself the meaning of the phraseology quite welL 

16143. Is it not a pity that strangers should think that Gaelic people 
have no idea of improvement and no word for expressing it ? Is it not 
likely to put it into their head that the ideas of the people were got from 
outside, and not out of their own heads ?—Perhaps it is. 

16144. The Chairman.—There are fifteen crofters at the back of the 
ring fence. Did they improve their own land, or was that land improved 
for them ?—It was themselves that improved it. 

16145. Have you got one of these lots'?—Yes. 
16146. How long have you had it ?—About thirteen years. 
16147. Are you complaining, as one of those who got the fifteen lots 

or because the fifteen lots were given ?—I am here to represent the people 
of the township, and to express their cause and complaint. 

[Bev. Mr Cameron, Free Church, Back.—I wish to explain that the 
delegate or witness is in the habit of reading the newspapers for himself, 
and it is there he saw the words 'compensation' and 'improvemenk.'] 

ANGUS M 'LEOD, Crofter, Aird (70)—examined. 

16148. Tlie Chairman.—How many families are there in Aird?— 
There are sixteen who have lots and eighteen who have not. 

16149. How many families are there paying any rents ?—Sixteen on the 
rent roll. 

16150. Do you represent the crofters or the whole of the thirty-four 
families ?—The township. I was born there. 

16151. W7ere you freely elected by the township?—Yes. 
16152. How many were present at the election?—Most of those in 

the township who pay rent. 
16153. Have you any statement to make on behalf of these?—I 

remember that sixty years ago the township was occupied by eight 
crofters. The rent then for the township was about £37. When Sir 
James Matheson came into the estate the township was divided into 
sixteen lots and a piece was cut off it, that of right belonged to the 
township of old. The rent was then fixed at £48 or £49. A dyke to 
the extent of a few hundred yards was erected round the township by 
Sir James. Six shillings of addition was then added to the rent of each 
of the sixteen lots on account of the dyke, and it was promised to us, but 
not in writing, that when the cost of the dyke would be settled that 

Angus 
M'Leod. 
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money would be lifted off, and the payment would cease. For about 
thirty-two years now that dyke has been maintained entirely at the 
expense of the crofters. We were paying 5s. for road improvements, and 
an Act of Parliament was passed, I believe, for laying on an assessment 
for roads so much in the pound. The 5s. that we formerly paid for road 
repair was converted into hiU pasture money, and for a few years we paid 
it under that name. It was then included in the rent without being 
specified. When I knew the township, under eight crofts, I have seen 
my mother selling grain to the distillery here, and paying the rent with it, 
and selling butter at 6d. the lb., and cheese at 2£d the lb., and paying part 
of the rent with it. And now, since the population has become increased, 
what I see is that much of the food of the people has to be brought from 
other countries, and their kitchen also. Undoubtedly, much money 
comes into the country now that did not when I was young. The 
herring fishery, which did not exist then, brings money in to us, and the 
Royal Naval Reserve brings money into the country. But there is none 
of the money that is in these ways brought into the country but must be 
expended upon food brought into it from other places, instead of the 
food that was produced in the country before. The people are kept 
crowded together on the worst part of the land, and the best part of it is 
under sheep and tacksmen, who have no families to speak of to support. 
I believe that is the cause of much of the poverty of our country. I 
have seen—but I don't say that the blame was to be laid to the door of 
Sir James or Lady Matheson—a neighbour of mine put out of his own 
house, and a member of that family on his death-bed, and the fire of the 
family extinguished, and threats uttered against any person who took 
that man in, that they would be deprived of their lands. I believe that 
one way of redressing the poverty of the people is to give them the lands 
legitimately and orderly for a proper rent, a reasonable rent. That will 
be the means of relieving the poverty of the people. Another thing is, 
that I have seen some losing their lives because they had no places of 
refuge in which to keep their sea property, that is their boats and their 
gear. I believe the second means of improving the condition of the 
people, would be to provide them with places of safety for their boats and 
their boat gear. I believe if things go on as they are,—if the Govern­
ment of the kingdom does not look to our condition so as to improve the 
condition of the people when we have to be getting our food from other 
countries,—these countries wdl deprive this kingdom of the money that 
should be expended at home. If the people go on descending into 
poverty at the same rate at which they have done within the last thirty 
years, I believe the great proportion of the inhabitants of the Highlands 
will be on the poors roll, and that their maintenance will be for the 
gentry to look to—that the gentry will have to provide for their 
maintenance. 

16154. Professor MacMnnon.—Sixty years ago, whenyour own town­
ship was under eight people, and paying £37 of rent, what stock was it 
that each of these eight kept ?—Five or six milk cows, two or three 
younger beasts, of sheep also from half a dozen or a dozen to perhaps 
thirty or even forty. I have seen my grandfather have forty. They had 
no horses. Our land is not suited for horses. They can do nothing 
there. 

16155. And how were they able to cultivate a big croft sixty years ago 
without horses Ì—They tilled it with spades as they do still. 

16156. Was it these eight crofts that were afterwards made into 
sixteen ?—Not altogether. Both ends of the township where the cattle 
pasture was were partially divided into new lots. 
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1C157. Now, you consider that these sixteen crofts are too small1?—I do. LEWIS 
16158. How many suitably-sized crofts could be made out of these 

sixteen Ì—I should say about ten. STQRNOWA 
16159. You say the rent of these sixteen crofts is now £49. Do Angus 

you say that that rent is too high?—I say it is for the land such as it is. M'Leod. 
16160. What would be a proper rent for the township?—I would say, 

looking to the quality of the land, that between £ 3 0 and £35 would be 
sufficient rent—that is, with the old boundaries of the arable and 
pasture land of the township. 

16161. Then you consider that the rent which was paid sixty years 
ago was too high ?—It was high enough for this rocky ground. 

16162. What is the rule just now with regard to the stock that each 
man is allowed to keep ? Is there a summing ?—GeneraUy there is not any 
summing; but thirty-three years ago we were told that the rent would be 
at the rate of £ 1 for each cow and five sheep. 

16163. For every cow and five sheep a man had to pay £1 rent; but 
I suppose now that if he has one cow or five sheep more than his share, 
he does not pay £ 1 more ?—No. 

16164. And if he has a cow or five sheep less than his proper share he 
does not pay £ 1 less ?—No, he gets no reduction of his rent if he had no 
beasts at all. 

16165. Are there many in the place that are short of stock?—The 
majority of them are so. The ground cannot maintain their proper stock. 

16166. Are there any who have more than they should have?—I don't 
know that there are any who have more than they have a right to. 

16167. Are there any who have a full stock?—I don't think there are, 
unless there are one or two. 

16168. And how is the ground able to keep these?—The great part of 
the stock is kept up with bought food. The man who has cattle seUs the 
fodder to the man who has none. 

16169. I understand that about the winter feeding, but what about the 
summer feeding ? Does the man who has more stock pay something to the 
men who has less ?—No, unless he has more stock than he should have. 

16170. And then he will pay to some one who has less than his 
summing ?—Yes. 

16171. Would it not be better that there should be a strict regulation 
that would limit the amount of stock kept by each to the amount the 
croft would support ?—The land ought to be able to keep up stock that 
would pay for it. 

16172. Would it not be better that no man should be allowed to keep 
more stock than the croft could support ?—It would, certainly. 

16173. You say that ten families could live in comfort in your town­
ship, and there are just now thirty-four families. How would you 
provide for the other twenty-four ?—I would give them a share of the good 
waste lands that bring forth no crops, and that are to be found in the 
island. 

16174. Do you mean to say there is a sufficient amount in your own 
parish for the population of the parish ?—I cannot say exactly, but I 
believe there nearly is. 

16175. What are the names of the vacant tacks in your parish that you 
could apportion among crofters ?—Aignish, Gormacleite, Holm. 

16176. And you think that if these places were opened up to the 
people of the parish they would get crofts as large as the crofts you would 
apportion among the ten in your own township ?—I am not sure that 
these three farms would, but I believe the whole surrounding country 
would. 
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LEWIS. 16177. You think that if the whole of the island of Lewis were 
taken into account, there is a sufficient amount of land within it to 

roRNowAT. p rovirle suitable crofts for the whole of its present population ?—I believe 

An^us 
M'Leod. 16178. You complain that the poverty of the people is such that the 

money that is received for herring and the wages the people get in the 
Reserve are not expended in the country. Do you think more of this 
money would be expended in the country if the people had such crofts as 
you speak of?—There would be no occasion to send so much money out of 
the country. 

16179. Will you explain how that could be?—A man who had 
sufficient land to produce crops on which his family could live, would 
not need to expend money in buying food that grew elsewhere. 

16180. But then such a man would not require to go and make 
money. How would you expect the people who make their money by 
the herring fishing to spend their money in the country ? I suppose you 
mean that they would buy with the money they get at the fishing what 
they require within the country, and would not require to send the 
money out of the country to get food and necessaries ?—I believe they 
would, and that if those who make money at the herring fishing, and 
expend it buying food from other countries, had land producing food for 
themselves and their families at home, they would not need to expend 
their money outside the island. 

16181. When you spoke of getting the land legitimately and orderly, 
did you mean a reasonable rent ?—Yes. 

16182. Did you mean anything else than that?—I meant that the land 
laws for the poor people should be regulated by the Queen and Parlia­
ment and by the country under an Act of Parliament. 

16183. "When you spoke about a reasonable rent, whom did you expect 
to fix that rent,—the proprietor, or the tenant, or both between them, or 
somebody else ?—I think if the landlord would appoint a person to value 
the land, no person could settle the value of it so well as those who had 
been labouring upon it. 

16184. Do you reaUy think the tenant alone should be left to fix the 
rent of the land ?—I think he ought. 

16185. The big tenant as well as the smaU tenant 1—Well, I cannot 
say as to the tacksman. He does not look to what he can produce out of 
the land. His eye is to what is on the surface of the land, and not to 
what comes out of it. 

16186. Supposing you got your good croft at a reasonable rent, what 
means would you take to prevent that croft being split up again ?—WeU, 
I cannot say about that. The population wLU undoubtedly go on increas­
ing, and the surplus of them wiU be in want of land, as they are to-day. 

16187. You remember a time when your own place, if properly worked, 
could keep you comfortable, and you think if the whole land were given 
just now to the present population it would do so stiH, but what means 
would you take to p?event the present state of things occurring again ?—I 
believe there is a good part of our township now that is yielding crop 
which did not do so when there were only eight tenants. 

16188. You said the people were quite comfortably off sixty years ago, 
but you also stated that as compared with thirty years ago they were 
much better off then than now. Are you prepared to abide by the 
statement Ì—Yes. 

16189. Thirty years ago was just a few years after the great potato 
disease and after a succession of very bad years. Were the people better 
off during these years ?—They were. 
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1G19O. Leaving out this year, were they better off then than they have LEWIS. 
been of late years'?—There was on each croft at that time, only one „ ~~~" 
family, but now there are two or three. _____ 

16191. So that the main cause of the present distress is the sub- Angus 
division of the crofts?—That is one great cause. M'Leod. 

16192. And you would remedy it by spreading them over tho vacant 
places ?—Yes. 

16193. Tlie Chairman.—You have stated that the tenant shoidd fix 
what is a reasonable rent, and I am going to inquire in what mode you 
would fix a reasonable rent. In your father's time butter sold for 6d. 
and cheese 2_>d. per lb., and so on, and yet you propose to reduce the 
rent of your farm below what it then paid. On what ground do you 
propose to reduce it from what it was at a time when the price of 
produce was so low ?—Butter and cheese are dearer now than they were 
then, but cheese and butter are not made by the peasantry of Lewis a3 
they were then. 

16194. But if the number of tenants were reduced to what it was, 
then would not butter and cheese be made as before ?—Yes, but I don't 
believe the butter and cheese would be so good as they were formerly, 
because the land is run out and exhausted since then. 

16195. How do you propose then to fix what you call a reasonable 
rent1?—I should say that the way woidd be to choose in each township 
three or four men who had come to years, who would fix the total rent 
for the township. These elders shoidd apportion that rent among the 
crofts according to their respective value. 

16196. Do you consider yourself old enough to be one of these 
elders?—There is no saying whether I shaU ever see anything of what I 
speak of. 

16197. But if you did see it, on what ground would you fix the rent 
of any particular croft ?—I would fix it on this ground, to put a higher 
rent upon the best land, and a lower rent upon the worst land. 

16198. Do you think that the value of produce should have any 
connection with the value of land 1—I would say that the rate of the 
rent should be fixed according to the produce the land could bring forth. 

16199. And that if the prices rise in the course of years land might bo 
revalued at higher rents according to the rise in prices ?—I don't think it 
would be suitable to alter the rent, for the markets might change with 
the different years. 

16200. I was referring to averages of years and not to single years ? 
—I think that should be left to those who had the Government of the 
land. 

16201. Do you mean the Government of the country?—Yes. 
16202. But your idea is that if the land were once valued it should 

remain at that rent for ever?—It is my opinion that the rent should not 
be altered for a certain time at any rate. 

16203. You think it might be altered after a certain time?—It 
might 

16204. Supposing you were to value it now as against twenty years 
ago, would you take into account the state of the markets at both dates, 
and the price of corn and grain at each date, and of all the produce of the 
land ?—Yes, that certainly would be a main cause of fixing the rent anew. 
At the same time, the valuator would also have to take into account 
whether the tenant had also expended any labour on the farm, the value 
of which at this date has not become exhausted. 

16205. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—You have been asked upon what 
grounds you would fix the rent. Do you know upon what grounds the 
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LEWIS. factor or proprietor fixes the rent ?—I don't know on what ground they 
make up their estimate. 

16206. Is it not likely that the only ground is to get as much as they 
Angus can for it?—We can see that undoubtedly. It is clear to us that they 

M'Leod, ask as much as they can—that they ask what is not lawfuL 
16207. When there is a rise put upon the crofters and others—a rise 

of £1 or a few shillings—do you know what possibly enters into the 
proprietor's or factor's minds when he takes upon himself to fix that rise ? 
—I don't know, except to bring in more money to themselves. 

16208. Mr Cameron.—Does it not occasionaUy happen that the 
proprietor or factor tells them the cause of the rise ?—We get no account 
of the reason why such increases are made, except that we are told what 
taxes are added. 

16209. But have there been any increases on your croft of recent 
years ?—Nothing, since the time I mention when the crofts were lotted 
out, except the 5s. of road money which was changed into pasture 
money. 

ALEXANDER MACKENZIE, Crofter, Branahine (64)—examined. 

Alexander 16210. ,77ie Chairman.—How many families are there at Branahine? 
Mackenzie. —There are twenty-four families paying rent, and there are about three 

who don't pay rent. 
16211. Do you represent the tenants, or both the tenants and cottars? 

.—I represent both. 
16212. How many were present when you were elected?—There were 

considerably more than the half present. 
16213. And you and Donald Morrison were freely elected?—Yes. 
16214. You produce a paper. Was that prepared before that meeting 

at which you were elected ?—It was prepared after I was elected. 
16215. Did you write it yourself %—No. 
16216. Was it dictated ?-—Yes, we dictated it. The whole township 

was present when it was being written—' Branahine, May 29, 1883. To 
' the Royal Commissioners of Inquiry of the Grievances of the Higldands 
1 and Islands.—Honoured Gentlemen—Having this opportunity of stating 
* our grievances, we the undersigned do hereby state some of them 
- briefly as foUows :—1st, Previous to Sir James Matheson obtaining 
* the island of Lewis, Branahine consisted of fifteen crofters, paying 
1 £ 6 0 rent, now it consists of twenty-five crofters, with an aditional 
* rental of £16. 2nd, AH the common pasturage which our ancestors 
* had was taken from us with very little exception, and given to 
' large farms; also the sea-weeds which were annexed to our crofts 
' was taken from us and given to Melbost farm, which was not in its 
- immediate vicinity. Last of all, the township of Melbost was thrust on 
1 the little pasturage that was left us with their cattle, so that we have to 
* pay for the grazing of our cattle from the one end of the year to the 
- other, on the very ground which we ourselves had less than forty years 
' ago, but now in the possession of strangers, so that those that were rearing 
* a stock of six milch cows with three or four of smaller animals cannot 
- rear one single cow without buying her food. If a large amount of 
' money were expended on this island as an excuse of raising our rents, it 
' was more to our ruin than for our improvement, for we challenge any 
' one who can prove that one single shilling was spent in improving our 
' crofts or houses.' 
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1G217. When were the additional crofters thrown upon you t~From LEWIS. 
fifteen to twenty years ago. 

1G218. You are referring to the township of Branahine %— Yes. STORNQWAY 
16219. Where did the additional ten crofters now at Branahinc come Alexander 

from ?—The township in the parish next to us called Holm was cleared, Mackenzie, 
and the people thrown in upon us. 

16220. Were you in possession of a croft at that time ?—Yes. 
16221. Have you got that land still, or did you lose part of it ?—I have 

it yet. I lost nothing of my croft strictly so caUed, but these people 
were thrown in upon us at the upper portion of our township, and the 
new lots were lotted out to them there, so that our hill pasture was re­
duced in that way. 

16222. Was any of the land on the new lots improved or did the 
tenants improve it themselves ?—A little of the land was improved for 
them by the proprietor. 

16223. Have they improved more themselves since then?—Yes, much 
more. 

16224. Do you know at what rent they were settled there?—I could 
not teU, but I believe each pays about £ 4 to-day. 

16225. Has their rent been raised since they entered upon these lots? 
—Yes, for additional pasture land they got, 

16226. But their rent has not been raised in consequence of their own 
improvements ?—I believe not. 

16227. The £16 additional of which you speak applies, I suppose, to 
those crofters who had land improved for them ?—No, this additional 
£16 was added to the original crofts, not to these others that were sent 
in at alL This portion of ground at the back of our crofts was taken 
from us, and no abatement was made in consequence of that, and the £16 
additional was added on all the same. 

16228. What is the rent of the whole twenty-four to-day?—I cannot 
tell accurately, 

16229. Were the present inhabitants of Melbost brought to Melbost 
of late years ?—No, there have always been people in Melbost. WTien 
Melbost people lost their land, they were added to our township, and 
they have themselves no portion of the out pasture which originally 
belonged to the township—nothing except what is within the ring fence. 

162,30. Then at present the Branahine pasture is common to the 
Branahinc people and the Melbost people ?—Yes. 

16231. Do the Mdbosfc people pay additional rent for this pasture they 
got from the Branahine people ?—There was no separate arrangement with 
regard to rent. They pay the rent they paid before when they had their 
own pasture land. 

16232. What rent do you yourself pay?—I got fresh land. I t was 
very rough, and I took it all in myself. I trenched and drained it, and 
I pay about 21s. of bare rent for it. 

16233. How long is it since you got this piece of ground?—Over 
twenty years. 

16234. Where were you before then ?—Always in the township. My 
father and grandfather were there before me. 

16235. Who has the land your father and grandfather had before 
you ?—A brother of mine. 

16236. Then this increase from sixteen to twenty-five is not entirely 
by parties brought i n ; it is partly by the natural increase of the popula­
tion ?—Yes, some is due to the increase of the place. 

16237. Do you know how ™mch is due to each cause?—I could not 
teU at the moment. 

3 D 
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LEWIS. 16238. H o w much land have you got ?—About four acres of improved 
, land. 
jTojtNowAT. i(3239. W h a t stock do you keep?—One cow and one sheep. I a1 so 
Alexander keep a horse; bu t m y rent does not allow me to keep a horse, and I 
Mackenzie, arrange with another man for its keep. 

16240 . W h a t does the keep of the horse cost?—Well , the horse is 
grazed by a son-in-law of my own, and tha t makes it cheaper. 

16241. D o you plough the croft with the horse, or let it out for hire ? 
—Yes , I plough m y croft wi th it, and I hire the horse out too. 

16242. Have you any promise of compensation for the land you 
improved ?—I have no promise. 

16243. Have you any promise of being allowed to hold it for any 
length of t ime ?—Nothing of the kind. W e are told we have no claim 
upon anything beyond the bounds of arable ground. Supposing wo 
make any complaint with regard to the out hill pasture, we are told tha t 
we have no cause of complaint with regard to i t—tha t our rights are 
limited by arable ground. 

16244. B y ' w e ' y o u mean those who got hill to improve?—I mean 
t h e whole of the crofters in the place. 

16245. Mr Cameron.—What do you and those whom you represent 
wish should be done now to remedy the state of matters ?—More pasture 
ground, and relief from the heavy pressure of the burdens of rent and 
taxat ion tha t are laid upon us. 

16246. Do you th ink your rent of £ 1 , Is . is h igh for the amount of 
ground you have got and the cow and sheep which you keep ?—No, I 
would not consider it too high if it had other necessaries attached to it. 

16247. You mean more pasture, I suppose ?—Yes, more pasture. 
16248. But if you had more pasture would you expect to pay more 

rent or would you expect the pasture in addit ion to what you have all for 
t h e guinea ?—That piece of pasture ground at the back of our crofts 
which was taken from us we still pay a rent for, in respect tha t there was 
no abatement made when we were deprived of it. Some of it was 
restored to us. 

16249. But you say you consider your rent would not be high if you 
nad other advantages added to it. If you had other advantages, would 
you expect to get it for the same rent, or would you be prepared to pay 
Additional for it?—"We were deprived of pasture, and there was no 
abatement of rent. 

16250 . I understand you th ink you ought to have the same holding 
with additional pasture for the same rent ?—It would be easier for me to 
pay additional rent if I had some more pasture. 

16251. Where is this laud to be got, and who holds the additional 
pasture which you wish to get?—The old moorland pastures of the 
township are now attached to the tack of Upper Holm. 

16252. D o you know whether tha t tacksman has a long lease or not? 
— I cannot telL 

16253. Suppose the proprietor found tha t at the expiry of this lease 
more land could be added to the crofts—do you th ink the crofters could 
stock the land, or do you agree wi th the statement made by other 
delegates, that the Government should assist the crofters to stock the 
land 1—I t h ink we will require Government assistance, as previous 
delegates said. 

16254. I t is stated here tha t in the improvements that were executed 
by the proprietor not one shilling was spent in improving your crofts or 
houses. I understand tha t refers to tho old crofts, bu t tha t some 
improvements were made on the new crofts ?—These additional crofts 



Minutes of Evidence. 1043 

that were cut outof the back portion of their crofts, and upon which LEWIS, 
some money was expended, are called by a separate name. I t is a „ 7~~ 
distinct township now, and so the statement is true that not one penny 
Was expended on our township. Alexander 

16255. But money was spent upon crofters in a different locality ?— Mackenzie. 
Yes, the proprietor expended money in improving crofts at Holm, 
but these don't belong to our parish. Holm is in the parish of 
Stornoway. 

16256. Were the people who were employed in making these improve­
ments natives of the place ?—They were Harris men, the greater portion 
of thern. Some belonged to the place. 

16257. Was there much other work going on at that time in the 
district ?—Yes, there was a good deal. I t was at the time people were 
removed from Harris and they came over upon the Lewis side of the 
march in order to provide for their families. I t was the neighbourhood 
of Stornoway they came to. 

1G258. I suppose the people prefer getting work at home to having to 
go south to find it ?—Very much. 

16259. Have the crofters had their attention directed to the new estate 
regulations with respect to the improvement of houses 1—Yes, all the 
people have seen the leases. 

16260. Have the people in your township taken advantage of these 
regulations to improve their houses ?—Yes, there are some that have 
taken advantage to some extent of these regulations, but we have no great 
encouragement in doing so when we have no security against removal. 
We had not even a lease of the place. 

16261. Don't the regulations themselves give that very security you ask 
for ?—I have not seen that any one among us has got it yet. 

16262. Have you asked for it?—I cannot say that we did. 
16263. Mr Fi'aw-Mackintosh.—What is the name of the tenant of 

Holm V—Mr Helme. 
16264. Is Holm a good farm?—Yes, it is a good farm. 
16265. Were any improvements made upon that farm by the pro­

prietor ?—Yes, a good deal. 
16266. What was the nature of them?—Fences were set up, parks 

were made, and a good deal of it was trenched. 
16267. Is all the land that was one under cutlivation by crofters 

cultivated on that farm ?—Yes, the whole of it was cultivated, as far as I 
can make out, and more. 

16268. Do you know how many pairs of horses he keeps ?—There are 
two pairs always. 

16269. Do you know how many families reside upon that farm ?—I 
am not aware there is more than one family—the grieve's family. The 
rest are unmarried people who work the farm. 

16270. Has he got any cottars dependent upon* him other than those 
who are necessary to work the farm ?—No. 

16271. Are there sheep upon this farm of Holm ?—Yes. 
16272. A good lot?—They varj\ The tenant has two or three other 

tacks, so that he can change the stock. 
16273. In this island %— He has other two upon this estate. 
16271. Where are these ?—Galston and Upper Barvas. 
16275. Was it for the benefit of the people that were once upon this 

farm of Holm that they were removed to other places ?—They were not 
willing to go. They were sent away against their will, and the lands 
they had were added to the tack upon each side of them. 

16276. Have the people been faUing off ever since in their circum-
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LEWIS. stances—those that were so removed %—They are not better off now than 
. they were then. 
)TORNOWAY. j 6 277. -w~ho h a s g o t the farm of Melbost now \—Mrs Houston. 
Alexander 16273. Were there people removed from that farm?—No, but all the 
Mackenzie, out pasture was taken from them. 

16279. Was that of considerable consequence to them %—Yes, it was of 
very great consequence to them. The loss of it was of great injury to 
them. 

16280. Wras the position of your father much better than your own ?— 
Yes, he was weU off. He lacked nothing that was necessary for a man's 
support. 

16281. nave you yourself been industrious all your days, endeavouring 
to make the best of it ?—Yes. 

16282. And yet you are a poor man?—Yes. My position is nothing 
compared with what my father's was. 

TORQUIL M 'LEOD, Crofter and Fisherman, Knock (40)—examined. 

Torquil 16283. The Chairman.—Have you been freely elected by the people 
M'Leod. 0f Knock ?—Yes. 

16284. How many were present when you were elected?—Forty or 
fifty, at least. 

16285. How many families are there in the township of Knock?— 
Forty-four or thereabouts. 

16286. Then the people who elected you came from other places than 
Knock ?—There were a few from other places. 

16287. But most of the Knock people were there?—There were 
scarcely any people but the people of the place. 

16288. Have you any statement to make on the part of the people of 
Knock ?—I have to say, in the first place, on their behalf, that to begiu 
with, a portion of the arable land of the township was taken away from 
them to provide a site for a manse and a glebe for the Established 
Church. Then a piece of macher land that we had was taken from them 
and added to the tack of Aignish; that is, a green sward over a patch of 
sand. Then the moorland pasture which our fathers had we were 
deprived of, so that if we now will send a cow for a few weeks to that 
moorland pasture Ave must pay 2s. a head for the period, and 4d. for 
sheep for the same pasture ground for a settled period. Then the people 
in the township are very much crowded together, and the ground outside 
our township is given to other crofters. While they weie deprived of 
this pasture land there was no abatement in the rent, so that in tho 
present circumstances of the township of Knock I can see no way by 
which the people can, live. There is another specific thing connected 
with the fishing that is one of the causes of the poverty of the people. 
It affects more or less the whole population, but especially our township. 
During the last twenty years five boats were lost in our township for 
want of a place of refuge. The five boats belonged to the same crew. 
They were lost in the gale of October last. Seven of tho boats belonging 
to Knock were utterly destroyed upon the 1st of October last for want 
of a place of refuge. Things have come to such a pass by our being 
deprived of our pasture, and for want of places of refuge, that if in these 
respects we are not relieved, this island of Lewis, so far as I can see, will 
come in a short time to be a burden upon the rest of the nation. I can 
see no remedy for improving the condition of the people unless Parliament 
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will see fit to deal justice to the people, by giving them additional land, and LEWIS, 
providing harbours of refuge to enable them to save their property on the _ ~~; 
sea. I believe the people should get the waste land that is locked up J 
from them, through the whole island at present being under sheep and Torquil 
deer, and of no great use to the people. I remember the tack adjoining M'Leod. 
our township having been occupied by a crofting population. I could 
purchase a stone of meal from them when I required it, a barrel of 
potatoes, a bushel of oats, and a pint of milk. I see nothing on that farm 
to-day except green grass, rushes, and white sheep; and they even 
attempt to prevent us from approaching the fishing port which our fishers 
used, and which is one of two used by us, one of them being upon this 
farm. 

162p9. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—"What was the rent of the place before 
they began to take things away, beginning with the glebe ?—I cannot 
telL 

1G29O. What is it now ?—I am not quite certain. 
16291. Do you know what extent of land was taken for the glebe 1— 

About five acres. 
16292. Any hill land Ì—I am not aware he got any pasturage. 
16293. "What was the extent of the piece of macher land that was 

taken from you and given to Aignish ?—Probably about ten or twelve 
acres. 

16294. What were the other parks taken away from you, to which 
you had to pay 2sJ—The summer moorlands grazing. 

16295. Was that of considerable extent and value to you ?—It was of 
great use to the people. 

16296. That park, I understand, was not given to anybody, but 
simply a rent was put upon it ?—It is now what we caU a forest, and 
there are deer upon i t ; but we are allowed to send our cattle there, and 
we pay that amount to the proprietor for the privilege. 

16297. Is that forest let to a tenant, or the right of shooting ?—So far 
as I know, it is in the hands of the proprietor. 

16298. Has the forest any particular name1?—We have no distinctive 
name for it. 

16299. Is it near the mountain of Munich 1—No; it lies west from 
here about three or four miles, out upon the road leading to Gara-na-hine. 

16300. Can you mention how many crofters were placed upon you, and 
where they came from ?—There were at first four placed upou one end of 
our township. 

16301. Where from?—One came from an adjacent township called 
Swardale, and three came from among ourselves. There have been six 
placed on the other end. 

16302. Where did they come from ?—They all belonged to the place. 
16303. Then it comes to this that the lands were all subdivided?— 

Yes, it came to that. 
16304. You stated that, in your young days, you could buy milk and 

other things from the neighbouring tack. What tack was that 1—It was 
a Mr Alexander that occupied it, and the farm was Aignish. 

16305. Was it regularly cultivated?—Yes. 
16306. And it is now a sheep farm?—Yes. 
16307. Do you consider that the introduction of a sheep farm in that 

way is less beneficial to the neighbours and to the country at large than 
an arable farm ?—I think it is of less use to both the neighbouring people 
and the country at large. 

16308. You spoke about so many boats being unfortunately destroyed 
connected with the herring fishery. You heard it stated that about Gress 
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LEWIS. was a very good place for a harbour or pier. Would a pier at that place 
•"""* be suitable for you?—At some portions of the year it might, and others 

roRNowAY. n Q k rj-ne distance jg about fifteen miles by land, and seven or eight 
Torquil mdes by sea. 
U'Leod. 16309. Do you fish upon the Gress side or the Stomoway side chiefly ? 

—I t is at Gress that we fish herring just now. We go there every 
Monday, and come home on the Saturday. Herring are not found beside 
us now as they used to be. 

16310. Do you know that the present rent, though you could not 
mention the amount, is bigger than the rent was before the glebe was 
taken off ?—The rent is higher to-day. I am quite convinced of that. 

16311. And you got no aUowance for that or the piece of macher 
land ?—Nothing whatever. I would like to speak about the school. We 
have great reason to complain of the excessive school rate and the little 
advantage which the young children enjoy in return for the burden that 
is laid upon us. I would be exceedingly pleased to know that some 
change would be made in the administration of education that would 
improve the education of the children, even supposing the burden should 
remain. There is one thing which I personally refer to as a burden, 
because I had a large number of children of school age. I t is this, that 
at the time of summer, when it was easier for the children, badly clothed 
and sometimes badly fed as they were, to attend school regularly, and 
when it was easier for us to send them there, the school was 
vacant I think it would be altogether for the circumstances of such 
places as ours—where we have bad roads and iU-fed and poorly-
clad weak children, that the vacation should come in winter Insteail 
of in summer. Another thing in connection with the progress that the 
children are able to make under the present mode of education is this, 
that I consider the Act is an Act that has really come in order to deprive 
us people of the Highlands of any school worthy of the name. 

16312. How far is the school from you ?—It is just about a quarter of 
a mile. 

16313. Are your children not able to go that quarter of a mde in 
winter ?—How can you expect our children to attend regularly in winter 
with bad roads in frost and snow ? 

16314. Have you a vote in the election of the School Board?—No. 
16315. Are you aware there is any dissatisfaction in the parish, 

generally speaking, with the administration of the School Board ?—I 
know that the great majority are dissatisfied. 

16316. Have the great majority attempted to put in a board that 
would please themselves?—They have not the chance. 

16317. Don't you know that everybody who pays £ 4 of rent has a 
vote?—Yes, but I know that the great majority of the crofters in my 
parish don't pay £4. 

16318. But are not the great majority of electors crofters, paying £4 of 
rent ?—Yes, that is the case. 

16319. And why is it that if the crofters are not satisfied with the-
board, they don't endeavour to put in a board that would suit them­
selves?—I cannot tell what the mind of the other people is upon the 
subject. 

16320. Have the people of your district ever represented to your 
board that they wish the children's holidays to be in winter ?—I am not 
aware that the people of our township have brought it under their notice 
until now. 

16321. Sheriff Nicolson.—What did you pay for school rates last 
year?—3s. 8d. upon the £3 , 15s. rent. 
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1G322. H o w many children have you going to school"?—Three. LEWIS. 
16323. W h a t fees are they charged ?—One shilling a quarter for each. "~ _ 
16324. Are your children not well t a u g h t ? — I don' t see much im- TOBf0W 

provement in them. Torquil 
16325. Are you able to judge yourself ?—Yes, in so far as they have yet M'Leod. 

gone. 
16326. Are you a good English scholar?—I am not a great English 

scholar in any way, bu t I can test their education so far as it has gone. 

K E N N T E H M ' L E O D , Crofter, Garabost (54)—examined. 

16327. Slieriff Nicolson.—Your statement is as follows :—'S t a t emen t Kenneth 
' to be laid before the Royal Commission by the delegates of the M'Leod. 
' Garabost crofters. W h e n the brickwork commenced about thirt} '-
' five years ago in our neighbourhood, the best part of our hill pasture 

* was taken from us and attached to it. This was made into parks 
' enclosed by turf dykes. These dykes we had to keep in repair 
' tiU about two years ago, without receiving any wages for our labour. 
' Paraffin oil manufacture was also for some time carried on in connection 
' with this brickwork, and a stranger who came to superintend i t got part 
' of our pasture a l so ; and our peat bunks were taken from us for the use 
' of these works, and we had to cut them at a much greater distance from 
' our houses, and sometimes the peats we cut in the lat ter place were 
' carried away without our consent and without payment. One man, who 
' cut some in the old place after we were told to give it up, had to pay a 
' fine of £ 2 , and his rent was raised 10s., and he still pays this increase of 
1 rent which was imposed upwards of twenty years ago. If OUT cattle or 
' horses entered the parks even in winter we had to pay pound money for 
' them. The children who attended the cattle were often ill used. The 
' new par t of our township was once common pasture, and we got no 
' reduction of rent when deprive 1 of it, bu t instead of this, we had to pay 
' 58. once paid as road money for the almost useless park which remained. 
' The road money is now paid by a tax of sixpence per pound of rental. 
' The rent of the whole township now, including that of the parks aud of 
' the new part of the township, is nearly double of what it was forty years 
' ago. A l though the loss of life and property from want of proper 
' harbour accommodation has been considerable, we got no help or 
' encouragement from the estate for making a harbour ; and a quay which 
' was made at Bayble by the stranger wi th the help of the fishermen, 
' who contributed £ 1 per crew, was destroyed, the stones having been 
' removed for making improvements connected wi th the estate. Suppos-

* ing a man on the day of collecting the rents, from some unavoid-
' able cause, failed to answer his name when called, no explanation 
* whatever would exempt him from paying a fine of I s . This applies 
* only to the t ime of our present factor's predecessor. If any one dared 
* to seek redress of these grievances, the uniform result was a threat to 
* deprive h im of his lands. W h e n Kenne th M 'Leod, one of the delegates, 
* buHt a house on his father's croft twenty-five years ago, a fine of £ 5 was 
* imposed, and on succeeding another crofter some t ime later, he had to 
* pay £ 6 of arrears which were due by his predecessor. The remedies 
* we would propose a r e — 1 . Larger holdings. There are several large 
' sheep farms available for this. 2. Fair rents, fixed by arbitration. 3. 
' F ix i ty of tenure, and compensation for improvemen t s .—KENNETH + 
* M ' L E O D , delegate j TORQUIL M ' L E O D , delegate.' 
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16328. How many tenants are in Garabost?—Sixty-nine. 
16329. Do you know how much rent they pay?—Over £1S0, so bit as 

I can make out. 
16330. When was it raised last?—Our being deprived of out-pasture 

was a rise of rent, because it was upon this pasture wo were able to feed 
our stock. 

16331. Who commenced this brickwork?—Sir James Matheson, the 
proprietor. 

16332. And the hill pasture was taken from you then?—Yea 
16333. And the rent continued the same ?—There was no abatement; 

on the contrary, this additional 5s. was placed upon us. 
16334. What had the brickwork to do with it?—The brickworks 

ore fenced round, and there are four parks surrounding the brickwork, 
and these are rented out, and we got no reduction. 

16335. Are these works still going on ?—Yes. 
16336. Were you obliged to keep these dykes in repair?—Yes, we were 

keeping up that dyke. 
16337. What had you to do with the dykes?—We were so much 

afraid of the estate people, that we were afraid if we did not do what they 
liked in keeping up the dyke, we should be deprived of the small holding 
we had. 

16338. Were you relieved of that two years ago ?—Yes. 
16339. Did you never get anything for all the trouble of keeping up 

the dykes during all the time 1— Not a penny. 
16340. Were these dykes of any use to you?—They were very 

injurious to us. We could not get to the well without going over these 
dykes, and besides, the people on the other side would not allow us to 
take the water. 

16341. Were any of your people employed on these brickworks?— 
Yes, some of us would be working in it, but there were regular workers at 
the brickwork, and they were keeping these enclosures as their own 
pasture ground. 

16342. Was your peat bog entirely taken from you at the time for 
the use of these works ?—Yes. 

16343. How far was it from you then?—We had to go a good bit to 
get any peat bank. 

16344. You speak of a man being fined £2 for cutting peats in the old 
place ?—Yes. 

16345. And his rent was raised?—Yes. 
16346. How long since?—Twenty years ago. 
16347. Who was the factor?—Old Munro. 
16348. I suppose you have no fear of that being done to you again ?— 

We are tired of that administration anyhow. 
16349. Have they all got cows ?—Yes. 
16350. How many have you yourself?—Three. 
16351. What is your rent ?—Including taxes, it is £ 5 , 12s. Some of 

them only keep two cows, some one. We are deprived of pasture land, 
and cannot keep stock. 

16352. How do you manage to keep these three cows?—The three 
would not make one good cow. 

16353. Are you mostly fishermen ?—Yes, the young people. 
16354. Is there any place in your township where a harbour could be 

made ?—Yes. 
16355. Would the same place do for you and Bayble?—Yes. I t is in 

Bayble that we used to keep our boats. 
16356. You say that the stones of a quay that was made there were 
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removed and destroyed for the purpose of being used in some works LEWIS 
connected with the estate ?—Yes, there is no doubt of that. ~~ 

1G357. Who did it? Where were the stones put?—Many can testify 10R~'° 
to that. There was a steamer carrying away the stones from that quay Kenneth 
all the way to Stornoway. M'Leod. 

16358. Was that in Sir James Matheson's time ?—Yes. 
16359. Wrhy did the people allow that to be done?—We were so 

much depressed by the hard times we had and the administration we 
were under—we were so thoroughly accustomed to the word 'you will 
• be deprived of your land.' 

16360. Do you think, if you had gone and told Sir James Matheson 
himself, he would have allowed such a thing to be done as destroying 
your pier?—We cannot telL 

16361. You did not try?—No, we never did. 
16362. Was the quay really of any use ?—Yes, it was the quay where 

the boats used to throw out their herring. Many a score of crans of 
herring did I myself put ashore there. 

16363. Did the people themselves erect the quay?—It was Mr 
Methven that built the quay, but in order to ree-.up himself for his 
expense, he levied £ 1 upon every boat that was in Bayble,—£1 for 
ouce,—and that was an excellent bargain for them. 

16364. And were the stones of that quay removed altogether?—The 
stones were not entirely taken away ; the quay was rendered perfectly 
useless, for when once the sea was able to make a breach in on it, by the 
stones being removed, it was of no further use.* 

16365. Did you build a house on your father's croft?—Yes. 
16366. Had you any fine to pay for that liberty?—I paid £ 5 of a fine. 
16367. What was that for?-—When I built the house there was only 

my father and mother and one brother and a little sister. After build­
ing the house. I offered the factor to pull it down again if ho would not 
impose this fine upon me, but he told me that, supposing I should pull 
it down, I should have to pay a fine of £4—the difference being only £ 1 . 
I considered it would be a very poor house indeed that was not worth 
that. 

16368. Were you getting a share of your father's croft when you hail 
this house ?—I had a third portion of the croft, and I was paying the rent 
along with my father ever since I was seventeen years of age, and helping 
the family. 

16369. Did you build the house at your own expense ?—Yes. 
16370. Do you remember what it cost you?—I cannot tell exactly 

what the first house cost me, but I have an idea what my present house 
cost. 

16371. How much was that?—£90 . 
16372. Is it a very good house ?—It is a slated hou.se. 
16373. Was the building of your former house, for which you were fined 

£5. against the regulations of the estate ?—-Probably it was at the time 
against the regulations of the estate; but then I offered to pull the house 
down, and that would not relieve me of my fine, they were so keen for it. 

16374. Who was the factor at the time?—Donald Munio. 
16375. Have you a lease of your own present i.roft?—No. I t has 

crtainly had to do with the character of the buildings on the estates,— 
the little encoui'agement we got in these matters, and the use of that 
phrase I stated before—of casting up to them that they would be 
deprived of their land. 

16376. What induced you to build such an expensive house?—T<-
provide a comfortable dwelling for myself and my family. 

* See Appendix A, XL. 

http://hou.se
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LEWIS. 1C377. But did you get no assurance of compensation for the value of 
~~. the house ?—No. 

roRNowAY. 16378. Have you any such assurance now?—No ; I believe that the 
Kenneth want of such assurance prevents men from improving their dwellings in 
M'Leod. this place. 

16379. Had you also to pay £6 of arrears for another man into whose 
croft you came 1—Yes. 

16380. Was he any relation, of yours ?—No. The man who was in 
arrears was no relation of mine. An uncle of mine assumed this croft as 
joint tenant with him, and both fell into arrears, and then I had to pay 
his £6 of arrears before I got possession. The man fell in arrears, but 
there were no arrears against my uncle. 

16381. You say the people are discouraged by the want of assurance 
of compensation; how was it that you had so much courage as to 
dispense with the assurance ?—I had some spirit to undertake the matter, 
but for many a long day I was looking upon it as a foolish proceeding. 

16382. Have you ever repented of building that big house?—Yes, I 
have;—when we were deprived of that back pasture land and the other 
matters I have mentioned. 

16383. Has that been done since you got your house ?—Not altogether. 
Some of it was done before I built my house. Things were not so high 
then as they have been since I built the house. 

16381. The Chairman.—It has been represented to me that the quay 
which you said was destroyed for the use of the estate was broken by 
storms, and the stones were scattered upon the shore, before they were 
touched. Was that so ?—That is not the case. The stones were removed 
first, and it was the breach caused by the removal of these stones that 
gave the sea the advantage over it. 

16385. It is also stated that the quay was built by Sir James 
Matheson, and not by Mr Methven at all ?—Of one thing I am certain, 
that £ 1 was laid upon every one to meet the expense of the quay, and 
that was paid to Mr Methven, fish-curer. We as Highlanders and 
Islesmen don't distrust and dislike one another at all, although we are so 
much crowded in upon each other. Our grievance is, that we were 
deprived of the lands, and that these have been given away to tacksmen, 
deer, and sheep. There was a dyke fence that was built between Aignish 
and our township, and we paid for the building of that dyke—the half 
of it—the tacksman paid the other half. Now, his sheep come to us 
when our own cattle are on the moorland pasture, and when any of ours 
will go to him, whether sheep or cattle or horses, he charges money for 
them. We cannot charge him in return ; we are so depressed that the 
fear of the estate management and the like of that has taken the courage 
out of us. 

[ADJOURNED.] 
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STORNOWAY, LEWIS , SATURDAY, J U N E 9, 1883. LEWIS. 

Present:— STORNOWAY 

Sir KENNETH S. MACKENZIE, Burt., Cltairman. 
DONALD CAMERON, Esq. of Lochiel, M.P. 
C. FRASER-MACKINTOSH, Esq., M.P. 
Sheriff NICOLSON, LL.D. 
Trofessor MACKINNON, M.A. 

Jonx STEWART, Crofter and Fisherman, Eayble (50)—examined. 

16386. The Cltairman.—Were you chosen by the people of Bayble to John 
respreseut thorn?—Yt-s. Stewart. 

1G387. What number of people are there in the township?—This 
township—Bayble—is really divided into four different places, for every 
one of which delegates were appointed. I cannot speak for the whole of 
tin -in, but I can speak for Upper Bayble. 

16388. What is the number of famdies in Upper Bayble 1—About 
sixty. 

16389. Did the people know of the meeting when you were chosen ? 
•—The whole township was present when I was elected. 

16390. Have you any statement to make on the part of the township 1— 
In the first place, I have to say we have too little land, and again we are 
much crowded together because of the numerous population,—poor crofts 
and high rents. In this way we are so much reduced, so far brought 
down, that it is with the utmost difficulty that we are able to keep body 
and soul together,—people gathered from all parts of the island and thrown 
in upon us, and new lots apportioned out at our very doors for these 
people, so that we cannot move about freely and carry peats or any other 
supplies to our own houses,—a fence dyke round us, and the only bit that 
we had in order to get to our peat moss was this year taken from us and 
given to another man, so that now we are in a worse plight than ever. 
If we had land, and I myself, as head of a family, endeavouring to rear 
my family as well as I can,—if I had an opportunity of getting a piece 
of laud, and all of us had, we would be enabled to live more comfortably 
than now we can do. I take my living for my family out of the sea. 
What I take out of the croft would not support my family for one week 
this year. I was only able to make one boU of meal, and I had no 
potatoes at all,—so that I have to live upon the good-wiU of the 
Stornoway merchants, and because of the unsuccessful fishing I have run 
so much in debt with them, that now my credit is gone. They say Cape 
Horn is a wild place. Now this place where I live is exposed to the 
winds that blow down upon the one side from Cape Wrath and upon the' 
other from the Butt of Lewis—two places that are quite as wild as Cape, 
Horn. Our shore is so exposed from these two quarters, that while we 
could work well enough at sea, we are not able to save our lives or our 
boats when we reach the land. For want of a place of refuge, I lost a 
boat that cost over £100 . If we had a place of refuge there, since we 
can work well, we would be able to take our living out of the sea, as 
other people in Scotland are able to do. I remember the quay having, 
been built there, and my father having paid his £ 1 for the boat, as all the 
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other people who had boats had to pay; and that quay was broken 
down by order of some one connected with the estate,—I don't know 
who. This has rendered the place more exposed, through the breaking 
down of the quay, than it was before the quay was built at all,—so 
much so that my own son, along with four of a crew, were drowned by the 
capsizing of the boat at our own door. Our only resource then is in this 
way cut away from us. My son was supporting me, and after his loss I 
am now reduced very low. The township is very large, and I would 
beseech you to hear one other delegate, who is older than I am, to speak 
on behalf of the town. 

16391. Is Bayble near Garabost?—It is right opposite it. 
16392. Is the quay you speak of the same that was spoken of by the 

people of Garabost yesterday ?—Yes, it is the same landing place of the 
herring boats. 

16393. Was the quay that was there before sufficiently good for what 
you required ?—Yes, we could save our boats there, and it was very 
handy for landing the fish and gear. 

16394. How many crofters were there in the place you represent when 
you first remember ?—About thirty. 

16395. How has the increase arisen?—There were some came from 
outside ; the rest are the increase of the place. 

16396. How many may there be from the outside? Are there ten? 
—Probably there were not ten families coining in, but a single man would 
come in and marry a girl from Bayble, and settle there. 

16397. Do you think there were five families sent in by the order of 
the factor?—Not since I remember. I remember one in particular that 
came dext door to myself from the parish of Uig. 

16398. What meal and potatoes do you get out of your croft on an 
average of years?—Two bolls of barley meal and one boll of oatmeal 
would make an average year, and about twelve barrels of potatoes. I 
never got as high as twenty barrels of potatoes in any one year. I have 
only half a lot. 

16399. Who has the other half?—The widow of a neighbour who was 
drowned along with my own son. 

16400. What stock have you ?—One cow and a stirk and one sheep. 
When 1 have to buy for my family I have also to buy food for the cow. 
I cannot get out of the croft what will feed that one cow. 

16401. What rent do you pay?—35s. of bare rent. 
16402. Had you more out-pasturage when you first remember?—Yes, 

we had that portion at the back of the ring fence of the township, where 
other lots were cut out for us. 

16403. Who got those other lots ?—That increase I spoke of was partly 
the increase o ithe place and partly some coming in from the outside. 

16404. Except the one family from Uig, the people of the place have 
got the whole land, though it is differently divided ?—You know when 
these lots were cut out, they were given to young men and to some old 
people that had no lots at the time. 

16105. Is there any additional land in the neighbourhood that you 
could get ?—There is a little upon our side of the township yet, but the 
giving of that to us would only shut the others in more than they are ; 
but there is plenty throughout the country and I would be quite ready to 
go to any place in the island that would be near the sea, to take up a bit 
of land, in preference to remaining where I am. 

16406. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—At whose expense do you know, was 
the quay that was destroyed originally erected ?-—I cannot tell, unless it 
was at Sir James Matheson's, with such assistance as he might get from 
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the fish-curers, and with this £ 1 that was levied upon the fishing LEWIS. 
boats. 

16407. Though you don't know upon whose authority the thing was " U A 

destroyed, did you see with your own eyes the work of destruction going j o n n 
on1?—Yes, I saw it with my own eyes. The practice was to go down Stewart, 
with a steam launch and a lighter. The lighter would be left there beside 
the quay, and stranded upon the beach, and fiUed with stones, and 
then when the tide came in the launch would come back and tow it to 
Stornoway. 

10108. How long ago did that occur?—Over twelve years ago. 
16409. Did the people protest or make any remonstrance against this? 

—-I told them they were doing a bad turn to us, but I said nothing more 
than that. 

16410. "Were you afraid to make any more serious complaint?—Yes ; 
were it not for that I would not have let the stones be taken away, for 
they were of great service to us. 

16411. Was it to the people engaged in the actual work of loading and 
unloading that you made the remonstrance ?—Yes. 

16412. How many families in your district would be interested in or 
benefited by the proposed new quay that you speak of ?—It would be a 
means of livelihood to about two hundred families from Bayble alone, in 
addition to such other families as could make use of it from neighbouring 
places, such as Garabost, Shashader, and Knock. These would make it a 
fishing station in the summer season. 

16413. Have you any idea what the cost of such a pier, suitable for 
your locality, would be ?—I could not give any idea as to the actual cost in 
money of such an undertaking, but to build what we caU a harbour of 
refuge, which the boats would run into for shelter, would cost very little 
in money. Stones are there ; it is easily constructed, and the people of 
the place all round about would be very wiUing to lend a hand. I myself 
am an old man, and I would be very glad to lend a hand. 

16414. Would it not also be worth your while to pay annually a small 
sum for the use of that pier ?—We would be only too glad to do so. 

16415. Mr Camwon.—You state that if you got a suitable harbour of 
refuge, you would be willing to take your living in a great measure out 
of the sea ?—Yes, I would not have worked both my strength and my 
credit in making a livelihood, if I had had that in the past. 

16416. Is that the opinion and the wish of the people whom you 
represent also ?—Yes, so far as the quay is concerned, but they would also 
like to get assistance from the land. Those that could not work by tho 
sea would also have to be looked after, and the Government should see to 
it that they also should have some kind of assistance given them. 

16417. Are all the people in your neighbourhood what you may call a 
fishing population ?—Everybody that can. 

RODERICK M 'LEOD , Crofter and Fisherman, Upper Bayblo (69)—-
examined. 

16418. The Chairman.—You heard and understood what the former 
witness said ?—Yes. 

16419. Did you agree with what he said?—Yes, so far as he spoke. 
16420. If you have anything to add, will you do so ?—We do not, by 

taking advantage of this opportunity, express any dissatisfaction or any 

Koderick 
M'Leod. 
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LEWIS. hostile spirit towards our proprietor, bu t we wish to tell the condition in 
which S ir James found us. There were twenty-four crofters in Upper 

roRNowAY. j> a v | ) ] e -when he go t possession of the estate. There are now one 
Roderick hundred and three, where there were originally only twenty-four, when Sir 
Al'Leod. James came to the place. 

16421. Are you talking of the same place as the last witness?—Of the 
same place. There were twenty lots upon the other side of the river at 
that t ime in the place called Upper Bayb le ; now there are thirty-one. 
People are so hemmed in on every side, and other people thrown on the, 
outland pasture to such an extent tha t they are now not able to keep any 
stock at all, or to have the means of any support for them. As far as the 
rent is concerned, we don't blame the proprietor, except in so far as he has 
taken the land from us. The old arable land was not in any way benefited 
b y the new lots that were being cut out behind i t ; tha t is, there was no ' 
oppor tuni ty of giving it any rest. The original crofters are getting poorer 
and poorer every day by means of assessments. But it was not Sir James 
who was to blame f.vr that , but former factors of his. I myself own one of 
six boats tha t paid £ 1 2 0 during a period of twenty years, of which lie was 
never aware. The proof of this is tha t when we came to the present 
factor about the matter this imposition ceased. W e wish that the 
people would get relief by giving them land through the island, where 
there is plenty of land waste. I wish to say no thing further, except that 
we wish to claim the protection of the law of the land. W e are entitled 
to the protection of the law when we don't break it, jus t as we feel that 
the law Ì3 jus t in punishing us when we do break it. 

Rev. A N G U S M ' I V E R — r e - e x a m i n e h 

16422. The Chairman.—You come here wishing to make an explana­
tion of your former evidence 1—Yes ; in my statement Avhich I made to 
tho Commissioners on Monday List at Meavaig, I said tha t the only 
th ing I knew that the proprietrix of this island had done for the people 
of this island, was to contribute £ 1 0 towards the building of a new 
church on the island of Berneray. Since giving tha t evidence, I 
remember it was told me at the t ime that Lady Mathesnn had distributed 
some clothes and shoes, as well as some meal, among the poor some time 
after the death of Sir J ames Matheson, the date of which I cannot 
remember. I also said that the area of Lewis would accommodate all the 
crofters and cottars on the island, and I said I thought £ 5 lots would 
pu t the people into a comfortable state as crofters. The way in which I 
want to explain tha t is, tha t 1 know the crofters in Lewis at present who 
pay £5 in rent, and I believe they can be perfectly confortable as crofters. 
Now, my ground was tha t if the rents of Lewis were reduced by half, say, 
what it was in 1813, t ha t would leave them perfectly comfortable. Òf 
course, taking the £ 5 which it is to-day, £ 2 , 10s. would be the same rate, 
— t h e £ 2 , 10s. would be the same when the rents would be reduced. 
The whole matter was that , I believe, if the rents were reduced to what 
they were in 1843, it would accommodate all the crofters and cottars in 
the island. 

16423. Tlie Chairman.—Do you mean to say the crofter rents h a v -
been doubled since 1843?—Yes. 

16424. You say tha t as a fact 1—-Yes. 
* See Appendix A, XLI. 

Rev. Mr. 
M'lver. 
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ALEXANDER MORRISON, Commission Merchant, Stornoway (29)— LEWIS. 
examined. 

STOHNUWAV. 

16425. The Chairman.—You appear here on the behalf of the people Alexander 
of Stornoway?—I appear on behalf of Bay Head and on behalf of the Morrison. 
Stornoway branch of the Highland Lewis Land Reform Association. 
The principal grievance which the Lewis people have got, in general 
with the whole of the West Highland crofters, is that any one buying an 
estate buys them, and has got the power of turning them out of their 
native soil, without compensation or anything else but sending them 
off. When a man buys the Lewis land and 26,000 people, he buys 
the rights and liberties of the people, with the right of turning them 
out; and it is the wish of these poor men that the right of eviction 
should be stopped entirely so long as they pay rents. The principal 
grievance also is that there are lots of land in Lewis to support 
from 60,000 to 70,000 people, and instead of that land being 
given to the crofters, it is whoHy under deer and sheep farms, and 
let. These crofters are willing to pay a fair rent for that land if they 
only got it, and there is plenty of it for them. If any crofter is put into 
a bit of bog land, and reclaims that land with the sweat of his brow for 
thirty years, as the law exists at present, he does not get a cent, for 
compensation for improvements, no matter how it goes, so far as I am led 
to understand. The Lewis people are overcrowded, and put down to the 
worst jieces of land, down to the sea-shore, and the best land in the 
island is under deer and sheep farms. They wished Lady Matheson to give 
this land at a fair rent, and subdivide it out to the tenants, for they were 
willing to pay, but they were refused ; and I understand they did not get 
it, and what they wish is that they humbly pray Her Majesty's Govern­
ment that they would compel the proprietors to give them the land at a 
fair rent. There is no part of the west coast like the Lewis. They are 
the finest race of men we have got to recruit the army and the 
navy. The people are loyal subjects, and willing to fight for Her 
Majesty the Queen and their country, and it would be a pity to 
exterminate them aU from their native soil for the sake of deer and 
sheep. I may further say they are not Revolutionists, Communists, or 
Socialists. They only want what is fair and just, and what they are 
willing to pay for. They are loyal subjects. There is a spirit of 
discontent all along the West Highlands at present; and unless the 
Government step in and make some concessions to the people by way of 
giving them the lands for which they are willing to pay, and fixity of 
tenure, they may be led to break the law, and a spirit of discontent may 
get up that no Government could put a stop to So it is the wish of the 
people that their grievances should be remedied, in order to put a stop to 
the system of oppression and slavery under which they are labouring at 
present 

1642G. Mr Cameron.—You state that the first and principal grievance 
of the people is, that when a proprietor buys an estate he buys the people 
with it, and has the power to evict them. Are you of opinion that that 
power has been largely or at all exercised within the last few years in the 
island of Lewis'?—I am certain that the people are more frightened 
of the proprietor and factor than they are of the God that created 
them. 

16427. But I wish to know whether this fear of being evicted is well-
founded or not—whether it is founded upon experience ?—Those people 
and their forefathers occupied the sod for hundreds of years, and they 
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LEWIS. consider it a case of hardship to be under the sway of any man wno has 
it m his power to exterminate them out of the land of their birth. 

TOI.NOWAY. IG428. But has the proprietor of the Lewis practically exterminated 
Alexander the people out of the land of their birth ?—In some districts of the Lewis 
Morrison, they have been compelled to leave, and emigrate to foreign shores against 

their will. 
16429. Will you state to what extent that was prevailed?—They 

have been forced to leave parts of Uig against their wiH, and they have 
been forced to leave Ness and Galston, over at the Butt of Lewis, and 
they have been forced to leave other districts. 

16430. You mean they were evicted,—that they were simply turned 
off by the arbitrary will of the proprietor?—In some districts they were, 
and in other districts they were put ou to take bog land, and to commence 
reclaiming it again. 

16431. When did these evictions take place?—Some years ago ; l a m 
not exactly sure. 

16432. Have any evictions of that nature taken place within the last 
twenty years—I mean evictions in an arbitrary and wholesale manner, 
such as would naturally produce the effect to which you allude in your 
statement ?—I am not exactly sure as to twenty years, but I know it is 
within the last twenty or thirty years. 

16433. Is it your opinion that Sir James and Lady Matheson have 
managed this property in such a manner as to create a bonajvle fear that 
people who pay their rents and are well-conducted wiU be arbitrarily 
evicted?—The 26,000 inhabitants of the island are principally people at 
the bidding and beck of one single individual, and it is to take the 
power from them by a proper measure being passed by Parliament, that 
it is the only hope and cure for a present state of matters. 

16434. With regard to arrears, you say a law should be passed by 
which no crofter sould be evicted so long as he paid his rent. Have you 
airy idea what the arrears of rent on the island of Lewis are ?—I have no 
idea what they are. 

16435. Have you any reason to biieve they are very considerable?— 
I cannot say. 

16436. Supposing, for the sake of argument, that the arrears were very 
I arge, would not the effect of such a law as you indicate be that large 
numbers of the people under this law you suggest might be at once 
removed from the island of Lewis ?—We would have a clause in the Bill 
for that matter of it, that every man who had three or four or five 
years' rent to pay should be evicted. People don't want the land for 
nothing. 

16437. Do you think the people under such a law would be more 
secure in their holdings than they are under the present management of 
the Lewis ?—Certainly I do. 

16438. With the power given to the landlord to evict them if they 
were in arrears of rent ?—Provided there were three or four or five years' 
rent against them. 

16439. Do you think, on any estate of the Highlands, a proprietor 
who wished to buy that estate for sporting and other purposes would not 
be more wiHing to purchase the estate under such a law as you suggest 
than under the present state of things, where the matter is left to the 
good feeling and generosity of the proprietor?—As to that I cannot 
answer. 

16440. Have you ever taken any means of comparing the value of 
Highland properties where there are crofters and where there are no 
crofters ?—No. 
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16441. Has it ever been brought under your notice that Highland LEWIS. 
property where there are no crofters very often fetches as much as fifty 
years' purchase 1—Well, it is a grievance of the people. It is the people's By0WAA' 
grievances we are talking about; it is not a matter of pounds, shillings, Alexander 
and pence. Morrison. 

16442. Then I oidy ask you a simple question. Have you ever 
studied the question of the value of Highland properties that are brought 
into the market 1—No. 

16443. Do you believe if some of the Western Hebrides were now in 
the market, that they would find a purchaser at aU ?—The Lewis, I am 
certain, would be sold. If the parties who are acting for the trustees, or 
whoever they are that the island belongs to at present, sold it, I am sure 
the whole crofters would go in for it, and buy it right off, if they got it 
at a moderate price. It would only cost about £7, 18s. a head, and give 
£10,000 more than was paid for it. 

16444. I may assume that though you profess not to know that the 
crofters in the island are in arrears of rent, you in common with the 
public at large are aware that there are very large arrears of rent due by 
the crofters in the Western Islands 1—I was not aware of it. They are 
paid up here, so far as I know. 

16445. Then do you not consider that if, instead of relying upon the 
kindly feeling which subsists between landlords and tenants, and under 
which wholesale evictions have not taken place, you were to pass a law 
by which you would destroy that kindly feeling, aud enable any landlord 
to evict any tenant who owed him rent, it would be a very simple means 
of at once clearing a large portion of the Western Islands 1—What the 
people want is that they wish the Government to pass a law to put a stop 
for ever to eviction, and have fixity of tenure, and the land at a fair rent. 

16446. But in your statement, you proposed that no evictions were to 
take place except for non-payment of rent 1—That was admitted before, 
—that in the case of any crofter being three, four, or five years in arrears 
of rent, be should be evicted,—because they do not want the land for 
nothing. They want the land at a fair rent 

16447. Then you mean that, in addition to the law by which crofters 
are not to be evicted except for non-payment of rent, they are to be 
allowed to run a certain number of years in arrears of rent ?—Certainly, 
to give them a chance. 

16448. And therefore the mere non-payment of rent would not form 
a ground or justification for the landlord to evict. I t would require to 
be cumulative arrears?—I said that in the event of four or five years' 
rent being against them, Government or the law would permit them to 
be evicted then; but not under four or five years, because they might 
have a few bad years, and might get into difficulties, but might pull up 
and pay it afterwards. 

16449. So you would alter it, and say not that no crofters are to be 
evicted except for non-payment of rent, but except for non-payment of 
four or five years' rent. That is practically what you would have Ì—Yes. 

16450. You would also pass a law by which proprietors are to be 
compeUed to give the crofters land at a fair rent, and I presume you 
mean some rent that would be fixed by an impartial person 1—Yes, or 
compel the parties to seU their estates to the people,—the one or the 
other. 

16451. Do you think that the kind of the Lewis, let out at what you 
call a fair rent, would fetch anything like the rent it brings now %•—1 
am sure it would. I am sure if the people got the land, and if they were 
certain that they would not be turned out, instead of the Lewis support-

3x 
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ing 26,000 people in misery and poverty, as they exist at present, it 
would be able to support GO,OOO or 70,000 people in plenty, and quite 
contented. 

16452. And that the fair rent alluded to would be equal, taken on an 
aggregate, to the whole rental of the island of Lewis at present 1—Yes. 
They are not Communists or Socialists; they want to pay for what fhey 
get. 

16453. That I quite believe, but what I am trying to get at is your 
own notion of the value of the rent, and you think that what yon call a 
fair rent to be paid by the crofters, would be equal to the total rent now 
derived from the island of Lewis Ì—Yes. 

16454. Have you ever gone into the question, or made any calculations, 
or studied it, to enable you to give that answer, which, I must say, does 
not coincide with any of the previous evidence we have had from crofters 
or representatives of the island themselves?—I have gone through every 
part of the isalnd, and I know the best parts are under sheep and deer, 
and the worst patches are occupied by the crofters down at the sea-shore. 

16455. "We had it from one witness who lived on the spot, and might be 
supposed to know, that he considered the larger portion of the deer forest 
called Morsgiel, which is now let for £1000, would be to the crofters in his 
parish worth £40. You don't coincide with that?—I don't see that the 
crofters could interfere much. They don't want to do away with the 
Game Laws in that way. 

16456. But it has nothing to do with the Game Laws. What I 
meant was to try and ascertain from you upon what basis you founded 
your opinion that the land of the Lewis, if divided among the crofters, 
would produce the same rental as is now obtained under the present 
system 1—If all the large sheep runs and other farms and islands that 
are laid waste at present were given to the people. I say and maintain 
here, the rental would be quite as high as at present. 

16457. But, taking the sheep farms and leaving out deer forests,— 
because they may be considered, perhaps, as waste,—why do you apply 
the word - waste ' to sheep farms 1—They produce mutton do they not 1 
—Most of the land that is under sheep runs in the Lewis was at one 
time cultivated with the sweat of the brow and with the daily toil of the 
poor crofters, who had to work for the land, and never got compensation 
for improvements, and after it was taken into a state of cultivation they 
were driven out, and sheep and deer put in their stead. 

16458. That is not exactly an answer. I want to know why you 
apply the word ' waste' to land that is grazed by sheep—which are the 
produce of the land, the same as any other?—Because it is waste. The 
country is getting wild, and the grass itself does not grow right, and the 
heather is coming to grow again. 

16459. But on what proportion of the land which you say is waste 
could corn be grown Ì—The finest portion of the land is over at Uig, and 
is laid waste, and over at Park, and several other large tracts of the 
country that are under sheep and deer, and the people down on the sea­
shore. 

16460. But I want to know what proportion of the land that is under 
sheep coidd be cultivated by the plough and be made to produce corn ?— 
A considerable proportion. I cannot give you a proper answer to that. 

16461. Supposing crofters had this land, would they not be dependent 
upon the rearing of sheep in a far larger proportion, in the same way as 
the tacksmen are dependent upon sheep ?—The crofters want the arable 
land, and the moorland besides for their cattle and sheep, for which they 
are willing to pay. 
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16462. Sheriff Nicolson.—In your estimate of the capacity of this LEWIS, 
island to support double its present population, have you calculated rTTL 
•what quantity of land is necessary for crofters to possess in order to S T O ^^ W A Y 

enable them to live upon it ?—I would consider six to ten acres of arable Alexander 
land, and the moorland in connection with the crofts. Morrison. 

16463. Have you estimated what ought to be a fair rent for that?— 
No, I did not. 

16461 I suppose you know the acreage of the island of Lewis?—I 
do not know the acreage. 

16465. Have you not made a calculation, on the above estimate of the 
number of acres that would support a crofter, to enable you to show that 
the island would support twice its present population?—I have been 
calculating so many people. I have been thinking a great number could 
be put upon the sheep runs that are under one man. 

1G466. But that is a vague estimate. Unless you know the number 
of acres in the island, and have calculated exactly whether the 
acreage of the island would yield that number per croft which you 
consider necessary to support a population of 60,000, a mere vague 
statement is of small value to us. We want to ascertain facts, and we 
expect people who come and make these large and generous statements to 
have looked well into the statistics of the island, to know the number 
of acres that are arable, and the number that are fit for pasture, and to 
make a rational scheme for laying it out as they propose for the benefit of 
the people ?—There are vast districts in our island that are not occupied 
by the people at all, and in former years they used to have their crofts 
there, but now all these districts are under sheep and deer. Instead of 
supporting 26,000, it would support 70,000 or 80,000. 

16467. But it is quite impossible to say that unless, with the 
knowledge of the number of acres in the island, you can apportion it 
among the population fairly. Would you be surprised if it were 
discovered from the statistics of the island, that it could not give anything 
like the number of acres you think of land fit to be lived upon?—I know 
the districts 

16468. But you do not know the number of acres and the value of the 
acres ?—I do not know at the present time. 

16469. But it is necessary to know that in order to speak for the whole 
island and the whole population of the island. Then, supposing the 
island were so distributed among the whole population, each of them 
having as much of the land as you think necessary for them to live upon 
comfortably, what provision would you then make to prevent the 
reduction of the quantity of land occupied by those people—because the 
population, of course, would go on increasing ? What provision would 
you make to prevent the subdivision of the land ?—At present the people 
are ignorant, and the majority of them cannot even talk the English 
language, and the system that would be suitable for them at present would 
not be required in a few years, because when their children are educated 
and have a knowledge of the world, they would not condescend to wait 
upon their present crofts. But our people at present are not in a position 
to pick themselves up in the Colonies. They are not educated, they 
have not got the English language, and in every way they would be an 
unsuitable lot to send away to the Colonies. 

16470. Do you mean to say that the majority of the people of 
Lewis, who are among the best peasantry in the West of Scotland, are 
not good subjects for emigration, to be sent to a suitable colony, merely 
because they do not speak first-rate English ?—I say no,—that they 
will be far better under present circumstances, when they have the 
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LEWIS. gea to fall back upon as well as the land, and that they never would 
. be as comfortable in any part of the land as they would be in the 
STORNOWAY. T 

Lewis. 
Alexander 1G471. Are you aware then that all the people who have emigrated 
Morrison, within the memory of man from Lewis to all parts of the world are living 

worse than they would be at home ?—I am aware that a considerable 
number of those who were evicted and exterminated out of the land of 
their birth were in a worse plight in the country of their adoption than 
they were in their old country. 

16-472. From what source have you derived your information on this 
subject ?—From various letters and information which have come. 

16473. There was some emigration in Sir James Matheson's time?— 
Yes. 

16474. Was it to any considjrable extent?—No. 
16475. Was that voluntary, or forced?—So far as I know, they were 

compelled to go. 
16476. On what account?—Why, in the Lewis, if the people are 

deprived of their land they must go somewhere. It is as well for them 
to leave the country altogether. 

16477. Do you mean that Sir James Mathcsor sent them away against 
their wiU ?—They were deprived of their lands against their wilL 

16478. Was that not because they could not or would not pay their 
rents ?—They were willing and able to pay, and they are so still. 

16479. Are you quite sure that those people who emigrated in Sir 
James Matheson's time were not in arrear %—I am certain of it. 

16480. All of them?—-I am not certain of the whole of them; but I 
know the majority were the same as at present. And there was no 
reduction made of the rent this season when the crops were an entire 
failure, and every proprietor along the coast gave a reduction; our 
proprietor gave no reduction at all. 

16481. Do you know what was the rent when Sir James Matheson 
bought this property ?—No. 

16482. Do you know what it is now ?—About £23,000 or £24,000, I 
believe. 

16483. Do you know, in point of fact, whether Sir James Matheson 
greatly increased the rental since he bought the estate?—I know he 
did. 

16484. To what extent do you know?—To a considerable extent. I 
know the whole crofter and fishing population would buy the island if 
they got it at a fair price; and £15,000 or £20,000 more than he paid 
for it. 

16485. How have you ascertained that?—Through coming in contact 
with the people all over the island. 

16486. But you have already said, though I must take the liberty of 
doubting the accuracy of the statement, that the people of Lewis are in a 
state of poverty and misery. There may be many, and too manv, in that 
condition, but do you adhere to the statement that the majority of 
the people of this island are in a state of misery ?—I do—poverty and 
misery. 

16487. Is that consistent with the fact that a great many of their 
houses which we have seen are among the best houses we have seen in 
the Western Islands, that their land appeared to us to be as good land 
—such as there was of it;—as we had seen in some other places, and the 
people themselves as well and tidily dressed as we had seen in other 
places ? We saw that on a considerable scale in several parts of the island. 
Is that consistent with the fact that the people to whom those houses 
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Lelong are in a state of poverty and misery 1—The people would build LEWIS. 
better houses and reclaim the land and have everything in order if they 
had fixity of tenure. BTOBWOWAT 

16488. That is scarcely an answer. Do you say that a man is in a ., , 
state of poverty and misery who has a house and a piece of land at a Morrison, 
moderate rent—paying £2 or £ 3 for it, on which he manages to keep 
two cows and a few sheep ?—I say that taking them as class altogether, 
they are in a state of misery and poverty. 

16189. Are you aware that in the island of Skye, where we have 
been, we have found people paying rents treble those of, I believe, 
the majority of the crofters in this island, and who are not able to keep 
half the same number of cows, and some of them no cows at all ?— 
Yes, I am aware that the evil is wide-spread aU over the Western 
Islands. 

16490. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—You hold some office here connected 
with the reform of the land laws ?—Yes, I do. 

16491. In what manner were you elected?—I was elected by the free 
will of a number of the Stornoway people. 

16492. Was there a large number present?—There was a considerable 
number present 

16493. There was a meeting here last week, or a fortnight ago?— 
There was a meeting here last week. 

16494. Did you take any part in it?—Yes, I did. 
16495. Was the meeting unanimous?—So far as I could see, it was. 
16496. How many might there have been present?—According to my 

calculation I fancy there would be about 4OOO people present. 
16497. I presume you are a native of the island?—Yes. 
16498. You have been here all your life, off and on?—Yes, and I 

have been out of it for a good bit too sometimes,—for six or twelve 
months. 

16499. Where were you when you were away generally?—I have been 
about Scotland and over England. 

16500. Have you been abroad ?—No. 
16501. You stated you were pretty well acquainted with the island all 

over, and have travelled a good part of it, and your means of knowledge 
therefore, I presume, are pretty considerable ?—Certainly. 

16502. You have been questioned about the removals of the people. 
Am I accurate in stating that removals may be ©f two classes—that is, a 
complete extermination out of the country, and also a shifting of them 
from one place to another ?—Yes, we have both of these systems here, 

16503. In fact, they vary considerably; but stiU I presume they are 
never for the benefit of the person who is removed?—It always tells 
against the person who is removed. 

16504. You state you have no objection that, in the event of their not 
paying arrears for four or five years, there should be the power of eviction. 
When you speak of the arrears, do I understand you don't mean arrears in 
the present cicumstances, but under the new system of fair rent ?—Under 
the new system of fair rent. 

16505. You also made a statement about sale. You think the people 
are very anxious to become proprietors of their own ground?—Yes, rather 
than remain under the present state of existence in which they are. 

16506. In your travels aU over the island, though you are not able to 
condescend upon the number of acres that are now waste, but formerly 
cultivated, are you not satisfied there are a very large number of acres— 
particularly in Uig—that are now unturned by the plough ?—A consider­
able portion of the Lewis islands are laid waste in that way. 
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supported their families out of the produce of the croft—that they had 

louNowAY. t n e i r f00d o u t 0f jt a n ( i a i s o their clothing 1—I am aware they combined 
Alexander Loth,—that they fished at sea and worked on land besides. 
.Morrison. 16508. And made their clothes to a certain extent out of the wool 1—To 

a certain extent they might have done so. 
16509. Is it not a fact that in aU the removals that have taken place, it 

is out of the best lands that the people have been put and crowded into 
places that it was not worth while for the big farmer to take Ì—Yes, they 
have been driven out of the best portions of the Lewis, and driven down 
to the most barren places—the same as they were driven out of Park and 
put in upon Crossbost, a place which they reclaimed with the sweat of 
their brows, and nothing at aU for their labour. 

16510. We have been informed in several places that we have vi 
in the north of the island, that the crofters have a very large proportion 
of hiU pasture; but is it not a fact that the pasture generally is of a 
very inferior class Ì—Yes, it is. 

16511. So if a man had an out-run of 500 or 1000 acres it might be 
of very little value indeed 1—Very little indeed. 

16512. Whereas in the case of a farmer with a similar out-run else­
where, it might be worth a very great deal more Ì—Certakily. 

16513. You were asked also about the expenditure which the late 
Six James Matheson had made upon the estate. I suppose there is no 
doubt of that 1—He never expended any money upon crofters. 

16514. We are coming to that, but let justice be done. There was 
money spent on the island ?—Money was spent in works which were a 
failure, I understand. 

16515. Can you point to much of the expenditure that took place for 
the benefit of the crofters other than the roads Ì—The crofters derived no 
benefit from it. They only were paid lOd. to Is. 2d. a day, and no 
labourer would work for Is. 2d. a day. That was about the wage they 
got when the improvements were going on. 

16516. Except roads, can you point to anything that was done for the 
direct benefit of the crofters ?—There was nothing done for the beuefit 
of the crofters, as far as my knowledge goes, all over the island. I mean 
their lands were not improved, and they got no houses, and there were 
no improvements done of any kind that I know of ; and I know of 
districts in the Lewis where there are no roads at all, and where these 
people are paying road money for the last thirty years, and where there 
has never been a road at all 

16517. Are you aware that a charge has been made upon aU the tenants 
of 5s. for road money, or the most of them Ì—Yes, I am. 

16518. Are you aware that of late years, with regard to the houses, by 
th • regidations of the estate, those who improved their houses with the 
consent of the proprietor and his approbation are entitled to a certain 
melioration Ì—I am aware that the people have no confidence themselves 
in building houses, or laying out money, because they may be turned out 
of those lands at any time, and they have not got security or fixity of 
tenure. 

16519. But in the clause I refer to it does not say how long they may 
be, but wheu they are turned out they are to get compensation for their 
houses?—I was not aware of that 

16520. If you look at the articles you will find there is a clause to that 
effect Ì—Those articles might have been in existence ; it is well to have it 
on paper, but it is a different thing to have it in facts. 

16521. You made a very strong statement, which I beg you will re-
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consider; when you were asked if there were many cases of eviction LEWIS. 
within the last thirty years, you said people were more frightened of 
the authorities than of much higher power. Do you adhere to that?— STUKNQWAI 

-*• °-°- , . . Alexander 
16522. Has that feeling, which you say prevails here, a very depressing eslonLo-i. 

and demoralising effect upon the energies of the crofters ?—It has a very 
demoralising effect upon the people. 

16523. Is it consistent with your own knowledge that some of the 
authorities—I do not mean any of the present authorities—were such as 
not to command the confidence of the people ; rather, on the other hand, 
to keep them in a state of terror and alarm.—Yes. 

16524. I suppose that is pretty well known ?—WeU known 
16525. Would such a thing as fining a man 5s. for being late in 

keeping an appointment, and threatening that he would be turned out if 
he did such a thing, not have a very demoralising effect upon the 
people, particularly if there was no redress?—Yes, that was a very 
common occurrence. 

16526. You were asked about the poverty of the people. Some may 
be in possession of a couple of cows and sheep, but may not they be 
in debt to the merchants?—They are in debt to the merchants. I t 
is the merchants who support them, and they are the ruination of the 
mercantile community, through taking meal and everything they want 
on credit, and they are not able to pay; because if they had the land 
they would be in a first-rate position, and without it they are in 
poverty. 

16527. Would the mercantile population of Stornoway not be better 
by a large thriving population being among them, than with a few 
tacksmen who do not expend much money?—Yes, it would revive trade in 
the town, and would be the best thing for business. If the people got 
the land back, with the thriving population, it would benefit the country, 
the wholesale trade as weH as the retail. 

16828. I suppose you have no personal interest in the crofting 
community. You are not personally connected with the crofters ?—No, 
I derive no benefit by this agitation ; I am not paid for it. 

16529. But you would desire to purchase a small place if you had the 
opportunity ?—Certainly. 

16530. And I suppose many people would be delighted to get an 
opportunity to acquire land ?—Yes, aU over the island. 

16531. Is there any complaint in Stornoway about getting grass for 
cows ?—Yes, the people of Stornoway, at the time Sir James Mathesou 
bought the island, had grass round the town, whereas they have not got 
it now; and the majority of the tradesmen and working men had an acre 
or two of land and a head or two of cattle, whereas now they have got 
nothing at all, and there is now a spirit of discontent all over. 

16532. Pofessor Mackinnon.—You stated you were quite convinced in 
your own mind that by a redistribution of the estate it would maintain 
70,000 people ?—That is my opinion 

16533. We were told that the rental of the estate was £18,000 
Now, I think you stated also that the people woidd give about as much 
rent for it, or about as much purchase price for it, as what was paid for it ? 
—Yes. 

16534. Woidd that imply that, the present rent aU over was not too 
high ?—It is not a matter of rent so much. 

16535. I mean all over the estate, and the fact that the people could 
pay for it as much as Sir James Matheson paid for it, would not that imply 
that the present rental, as a mere matter of commerce, was not so high Ì 
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for it, and it would be only £7 , 18s. a head. 

roRNowAT. 1 6 5 3 6 > T3utj supposing they did that, would the interest of the 
Alexander money that would go to purchase it at that rate—a fair interest for the 
Morrison, money,—represent as much as the present yearly rental ? What was the 

purchase price 1—About £190,000. 
16537. And that at 3 per cent, would give nearly £6000 a year. 

Now, 7O,OOO people represent 12.000 families. With the present rent 
of £18,000 that would only give a croft of 30s. to each family ?—I say, 
that instead of the island supporting 26,000 people in misery it would 
support 60,000 or 70,000 in a contented way. 

16538. The Chairman.—You have repeated that several times, and 
we want to satisfy ourselves as to the reasonable grounds on which such 
an opinion is formed; will you be good enough to answer the questions 
that are asked 1—Yes, I am endeavouring to do so. 

16539. Professor Mackinnon.—That would be about three times its 
present population, or nearly three times. Now, I would like to ask you 
whether you consider there is about three times the amount just now 
under sheep and deer of the surface of the island than there is under 
crop ?—I say there is, in my opinion, about three times more land under 
deer forests and under sheep than the crofters possess. 

16540. Considering the moorland pasture that they have also?— 
Considering the moorland pasture they have. 

16541. Then, acre for acre, and farm for farm, between the sheep tack 
and the croft, between the deer forest and the croft, which pays the 
higher rent—the crofting farm or the sheep farm of the same size?—It is 
my opinion that the crofting townships pays a higher rent, or quite as 
high as any tack that would be held by any tacksman or shepherd. 

16542. Or deer forest?—I do not say deer forest. 
16543. But you have no place particularly in view, that you can give 

as an instance where we could verify that instance ?—The land is there, 
and men are there to show it to you, and the whole district is waste. 

16544. But if you could show me a crofting township and a farm 
much about the same size at the same value, to enable me to see which 
carries the bigger rent, that would enable me to make up my own mind 
as to your opinion. Have you any ground for the statement that the 
crofter pays at least as much, value for value, as the large tacksman 
does ?—I expect they do. It is my opinion they do. 

16545. For deer forests, you may assume, as we have evidence, they 
pay exorbitant rents ?—They pay an exorbitant rent. 

16546. Then, even supposing this place were redistributed among 
12,000 families, with its present rent, it would only give a 30s. croft 
to each man in this island just now. Would that keep the man in 
comfort ?—I cannot answer that question without knowing what the size 
of the croft would be. 

16547. You yourself gave, as the size of a suitable croft, six to 
ten acres of arable land. What amount of moorland do you think ought 
to go along with that croft ?—Give them moorland in common, if the 
whole township used the moorland in common, 

16548. How many acres of moorland would you give with the arable ? 
—I cannot answer. 

16549. How many times the amount of moorland is there in the 
whole island in comparision with what you would make arable land out 
of?—The half of it, any how. 

16550. Do you mean that the half of it is capable of easy cultivation ? 
—1 do not say the half is capable of easy cultivation, but I maintain 
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there is a considerable proportion of the soil that could be cultivated, and LEW IS. 
a considerable amount of moorland is under sheep and deer which is 
fitted for a crofter population. STORXOWAY 

16551. But you are not able to give me any figures?—No, I am not. Alexander 
16552. You are of opinion that the people could perfectly well go and Morrison, 

occupy these places inland as well as along the shore, and build houses, 
and maintain themselves in comfort 1—Yes, they want to get their lands 
back that their forefathers were deprived of, and I do not suppose they 
would have any objection to pay a fair rent. 

16553. Do you mean to say there is any evidence that there ever were 
70,000 people in the Lewis 1—-I never heard of 70,000 people being in 
the Lewis, but I know that if the people got the land, the Lewis would 
be able to support 70,000 people contentedly and in a good way, and 
that the place would be a splendid recruiting ground for the army and 
navy, and that it would produce a race of men without their equal in 
the whole United Kingdom. 

16554. You say that in the future the people would be educated so 
that they would not remain in the place 1—I maintain that when the 
people do get educated they will not remain in the place at all. 

16555. Even in the improved circumstances of the people that you 
map out?—That is my opinion—that they will not remain. 

16556. So that the position of the island is to be like this,—that 
in the immediate future there will be some 7O,OOO who will after­
wards voluntarily clear away 1—No, but any overplus or overcrowding— 
the balance which the island would not be tit to maintain—would 
emigrate of their own free will and accord when they get educated, and 
when they know what the world is doing. But at present there is no 
use of the people emigrating, because they cannot even talk the English 
language, and they are not educated, and have not been brought up to 
hard labour. 

16557. Are you prepared to state that the people who emigrated from 
here in 1851 are at present less or more comfortable than those whom 
they left behind 1—Those whom they left behind, in my opinion, and so 
far as I know, are far more comfortable than the majority of those that 
emigrated; I do not mean educated men from the town. 

16558. I do not mean such either; I mean those from the country 
districts. Are they and their children worse off than their neighbours 
whom they left behind ?—I maintain on authority that they are worse off 
than those they left behind, 

16559. And you say that those in the Lewis are in poverty and 
misery and in debt to the Stornoway merchants 1—Yes. 

16560. Then those who have emigrated must be very badly off indeed ? 
—Yes, they are. 

16561. You spoke of reclaiming land under present circumstances 
as penal servitude ?—I mean that parties working for ten or fifteen years 
reclaiming bog, when they get nothing for their labour, are suffering 
what I call penal servitude. 

16562. We had a witness here yesterday who stated that he himself 
built upon his croft a house worth £90. Don't you consider that that 
man had in his own mind a reasonable assurance, either that as matter of 
fact he would not be turned out of that house, or that he would get some­
thing for it when he left 1—He may have had a private arrangement. 

16563. He said he had none. Did not the mere fact of building that 
house indicate a reasonable assurance in that man's mind Ì—He might bo 
fool enough to do it, but there were others who built houses and were 
kicked out, and got no compensation at aU. 
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LEWIS. 16564. Can you give me the names of any such?—Yes. 
16565. Who built these valuable houses, aud were turned out?—I did 

ITORNOWAY. n o t ^ y v a iu a 'b i e bouses ; I said houses. 
Alexander 16566. But it was a valuable house that I mentioned. Well, give 
ilunison. us the name of a man who built a house and was turned out, and got 

nothing for it?—I have got the name to give, but I will not give the 
name without asking his consent, in case summary vengeance might bo 
taken upon him otherwise. 

16567. You represent particularly the district of Bay Head. Have 
you any particular grievance from the Bay ?—The principal grievance is 
that the lands they had were taken from them, and they want them back 
again. In common with the workmen of the town, they would like very 
much to get back the lands from which they were driven, and which 
they are wiUing to pay for. 

16568. Where were these lands?-—All round the town. 
16569. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—You were asked what extent of arable 

land would be sufficient for an enlarged croft, if the man would be able 
to live upon it?—I said from six to ten acres of arable land, with moor­
land in connection with it and in common. 

16570. The extent of the arable land is quite fixed?—From six to 
ten acres is the average of crofters' laud of good quality. 

16571. But it is impossible to tell by acres what the moorland would be, 
because the hill pasture varies very much, does it not?—They use the 
hill pasture in common. 

16572. But supposing a crofter could get a piece of hill land to 
himself I supppose it would depend very much upon the nature of 
the hill pasture what extent it would be necessary to use along with the 
croft ?—It would depend upon the nature and quality of it, because in 
some districts the hill pasture is better than in other districts. 

16573. Then is it not the proper way to ascertain what would make a 
croft comfortable in the way of pasture, to know how many sheep and 
how many cows it would pasture in summer ? Is not that the proper 
way to get at it?—The proper way to get at it is to give them the hill 
pasture and the land, and they can arrange those matter themselves. 

16574. What stock would be necessary for the crofter to live in 
comfort ?—I should fancy from six to ten head of cattle and from forty 
to fifty head of sheep. 

16575. Would they require a couple of horses?—Not necessarily; it 
might require one horse. 

16576. Then that is the size of croft which would enable the crofter 
to live in comfort ?—Yes, that is what I consider. 

16577. You were asked some question about what should happen in 
the future. If such enlarged croft were laid out, I presume you would 
prevent subdivision of the croft ?—Yes, undoubtedly. 

16578. And you believe that emigration would voluntarily take place? 
—Yes, 

16579. That the people would see the evils of subdivision so much 
that they would not permit subdivision to take place?—Yes, that is 
what I mean. 

16580. Would you make that compulsory?—Yes, I would make it 
compulsory to have whole lots without subdivision. 

16581. To a certain extent, you would prohibit subdivision by law ? 
—Yes, I would. 

16582. The Chairman.—What roads were in the island when Sir 
James Matheson bought it ?—I know that the people worked at relief 
works—making roads. 
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16583. But were there any roads in the island; and if so, to what LEWIS. 
points did they lead?—Yes, there were roads in the island. 

16581. Where to?—I think there were roads aU the way from here to STOSXOWAY-
-->1 ess- Alexander 

16585. A road you could drive over?—Yes. Morrison. 
16586. Any other roads?—Yes, there were other ones. 
16587. But you do not know them?—I am not confident about them, 

because it was before my time. 
16588. Did Sir James Matheson build any schools in the island?—ne 

may have done so, but I am not aware of any schools. 
16589. Was there steam communication with the mainland when Sir 

James came here ?—Yes, there was. 
16590. I am afraid you are mistaken. Are you not aware that Sir 

James put on the ' Mary Jane ' himself, the first steamer that traded with 
the island ?—No, I was not aware of that till now. 

16591. You mentioned that Sir James made certain improvements at a 
certain time, at what time were those improvements made ?—I suppose 
about fifteen years ago. 

16592. Do you mean he paid Is. 2d. per day fifteen years ago ? Are 
you not speaking of the years 1848 to 1852?—The only improvements 
he did in the Lewis that I know of were on the grounds round the castle. 

16593. That is within your recollection; but you have been talking of 
things far beyond your recollection. In improving the castle grounds 
within your recollection, was he in the habit of paying people lOd. per 
day ?—So far as I know, anil have been told, the wages on the average 
were from lOd. to 14d. per day,—within the last ten or fifteen years,— 
in my own day. That is what I have been informed. 

16594. Where did you get your information ?—I come in contact with 
a gnat deal of information. I am always on the move. 

16595. Was it from the people who received these wages?—WeU, I have 
been hearing about it aU round. 

16596. Did you get it directly?—No, I have rot got it directly. 
16597. Are you aware that at no distant period a shilling a day was 

the usual wage for labour in this country ?—Within the last forty or 
fifty years the working wages in this country for unskdled labour were 
two shillings a day. 

16598. "You are not aware that the rise in wages from a shilling took 
place in 1848?—No, I am not aware of that. 

16599. You mentioned that the people were quite wiHing to go 
inland, to take crofts inland as well as on the shore ?—They are willing 
to take the land that was under cultivation before, and is now under deer 
and sheep. 

16600. Is there such land inland ?—Yes. 
16601. Where is it?—Park. 
16602. That is on the sea-shore?—It is inland a good deal too. 
16603. Are you aware that an attempt was made to settle crofters at 

Little Deanston and failed ?—No. 
16604. Is the Rev. Angus M 'lver a member of your association?—He 

is not. 
16605. He gave it as his opinion that the crofters to be comfortable 

should pay only half the present ren', but I think it is your opinion that 
the rent over the whole island is not too high ?—I say the matter of rent 
is not the principal grievance; it is the matter of land. They want the 
land altogether. 

16606. But rent has really a good deal to do with it. Do you think 
that the island is not too highly rented, or ia it too highly rented?—Some of 
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LEWIS. the crofters complain that the rents are high enough; but it is not the 
• rent question that is agitating the people at all 

TORNOWAY. 1 6 6 0 L T h e a c r e a g e o f the island is 417,000 acres. You think that 
Alexander would hold 70,000 people comfortably1?—I think it would. 
Morriaon. 16608. Have you divided 417,000 acres by 70,000, and found how 

many acres it would give to each Ì—No, I have not 
16609. It gives between 5J and 6 acres to each, and you know yourself 

the character of a great deal of the land. You mentioned the stock which 
the people in your opinion should have. Now, taking 70,000 people, or 
say 12,000 families, with one horse, eight cattle, and forty-five sheep for 
each family—the total stock which the island would need to carry would 
be 12,000 horses, 96,000 head of cattle, and 540,000 head of sheep. Do 
you think the island would be capable of carrying that stock 1—I say 
there would be a considerable proportion of those people who would be 
at the fishing industry. 

16610. Say half of them 1—Perhaps half of them. 
16611. Then do you think there is sufficient land to carry the half of 

the stock I have mentioned,—or 6000 horses, 48,000 head of cattle, 
and 270,000 head of sheep?—I am not prepared to answer that. 

16612. You say that each famdy ought to have from six to ten acres of 
arable land and a share of the hiU pasture attached to it. Well, with 
the stock above mentioned, it has been calculated that you would require, 
some three and a half million acres instead of 417,000 acres. But you 
have given us your statement as matter of opinion, you are not prepared 
to give the ground of your opinion Ì—No. 

16613. Sheriff Nicolson.—We have had evidence enough to show us 
that, in the late Sir James Matheson's time, there were many things done 
which were perhaps not to be approved of, by persons who perhaps very 
ill represented him. I wish to put a question as to what good he did; I 
do not think that the good things men do should be entirely forgotten, or 
unknown to a new generation. You said that Sir James Matheson had 
done nothing to your knowledge for the benefit of the crofters. Wras it 
not for the benefit of the crofters to expend large sums of money on the 
schools in the island 1—The Free Church expended large sums. 

16614. That is not an answer. Was it not a thing for the benefit of the 
crofters to spend money for the education of their children ?—I was not 
aware that sums were expended in the country districts by Sir James. 

16615. Did you never hear that for years before the Education Act 
was passed Sir James Matheson contributed liberally to the support of 
every school in the island, and that he expended thousands of pounds in 
that way ?—I was not aware of that till now. 

RODERICK M 'SWEEN, Crofter, Steinish (77)—exaniined. 

Roderick 16616. Professor Mackinnon.—You have a statement to submit to the 
Sween. Commissioners ?—Yes.—' Statement of Crofters1 Grievances from the Toum-

1 ship of Steinish, in the parish of Stornoway, for submission to the Royal 
' Commission, 6th June 1883.—Gentlemen, We are poor ignorant men, 
1 and would humbly lay our grievances in brevity before you for redress 
' and remedy. These are, viz., that the proprietor deprived us of 120 
• acres of agricultural ground and moor pasture, of which he gave, without 
• any reduction of rent to us, 19 acres to Mrs Houston, a large farmeress 
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' at Melbost, and 50 acres to one Mr Simon Fiaser (who came here a LEWIS. 
' total stranger), who rents the same at £11 sterling. Roderick M'Sween, 
• the eldest man in the said township, and the longest crofter paying rent R > 0 W A 1 

' for forty-three years past, remembers well of the previous rent having Roderick 
' been £30 , 17s., w-hereas it is now £41—thus giving an increase in M'Sween. 
4 rental of £10 , 3s.* After the deprivation of the great extent of lun I 
' taken from us, the proprietor has given the best part of our township 
' to others without our consent, namely, 8 acres to J. Leadingham, 
' 30 acres to George Mackenzie, besides the Tongue of Tong, the best 
1 grazing we had, to Mr Grant, a large sheep, &c, farmer. These are only 
' a few out of many of our grievances, which we would humbly submit to 
' your Commission; but as brevity must be observed, we will presently close 
' with the last but not least hardship to which we have been subjected, 
' and which is a shame and disgrace in a Christian country—that is the 
1 bona fide fact, the impossibility of getting a road to our burial ground 
1 without trespass and scaling a dyke six feet high with our dead for 
' interment, although we have been paying taxes and road assessment 
1 for the whole period of our occupancy of our present crofts or lots. We 
' shall be glad to appear before you, and in our own humble and illiterate 
' manner answer any questions you may be pleased to ask us ; and 
' hoping you will be the cause of redressing our grievances and ameliorat-
' ing our poor condition, we have the honour to be, gentlemen, your 
' most obedient servants, the crofters of Steinish, near Stornoway. Per 
' RODERICK M 'SWEEN and MURDO M 'LEXNAN.' 

16617. Who wrote the ppper you now submit ?—Mr Walter Rose. 
16618. Was it read to you before?—It was the people of the place 

who put down what was put into that paper by Mr Rose. 
16619. So that you know yourself quite well what is in the paper?— 

Yes. 
16620. How many people are in that place paying rent ?—Fourteen at 

present pay rent 
16621. How much rent do they pay ?—Upwards of £40. I came 

there forty-three years ago, and there were eight lots then. 
16622. You say that 120 acres of agricultural ground and moorland 

pasture were taken from you first, and you got no reduction of rent for 
that. Wrhen was this done ?—It is thirty-three years at least since most 
of it was taken from us. 

16623. And then there were nineteen acres given to Mrs Houston ; 
when was that ?—About the same time. I was at sea at the time. 

16624. And the fifty acres given to Mr Fraser,—was that at the same 
time ?—All at the same time. 

16625. And in none of the cases was there any reduction of rent ?— 
No. 

16626. Now, you say the rent has been increased by £ 1 0 during the 
last forty-three years. Does that mean that the £ 1 0 includes taxes ?— 
Yea. 

16627. So the actual rent has not increased so much as that ?—No. 
16628. You said that the proprietor gave without your consent eight 

acres to Mr Leadingham; when was that ?—A long time ago. I 
cannot mention the date. I was at sea at the time. 

16629. And thirty acres to Mr George Mackenzie; and no reduction of 
rent 1—Eight acres of the thirty were given to Mr Mackenzie in Lady 
Hood's time, and the rest in Sir James' time. 

16630. With regard to the grievance about the churchyard, it is 
stated in the paper here that there is no road to the burial ground except 
by scaling a dyke six feet high with your dead for interment. Is that 

* See Appendix A, XL. 
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LEWIS. the only place where the people of your township bury their dead 1—Our 
burying place is at Uy. 

roRNQWAY. 16631. But is this place also used by the people for burying their 
Roderick ^ead -—The complaint is not that the chuchyard is surrounded by a six 
M'Sween. feet wall without a gats, but that there is a six feet wall near our own 

house on the road—the only road we can conveniently go to the church­
yard. 

16632. But suppose there was a gate on that wall, you would require a 
road through the farm to the churchyard ?—Yes. 

16633. Was that the way you used to go long ago 1—Yes; that was 
the regular burying place. 

16631. Is this a grievance that affects other people as well as your 
township ?—It affects only our township. The others can go by another 
way. 

16635. Did you endeavour to get a gate put upon the wall to allow 
you to go to the churchyard?—There was a gate, but in order to prevent 
the possible access of a beast through that gate into the parks, the gate 
was broken down, and the entrance closed up. 

16636. Have you made au endeavour to get that gate restored ?—I did 
not like to trouble the factor, but the ground officer was spoken to this 
year about it. 

16637. What did he say?—I do not know what he said. It was 
somebody else who spoke to him and not myself. The conversation 
occurred at a funeral at which the ground officer was present. 

16638. In regard to your crofts, what is it the people in your place 
would wish to be done ?—When I came to Steinish forty-three years ago, 
I was paying £4, 4s. of rent. I had four milk cows then. It is thirty-
three years since the pasture I have mentioned was taken from us, and 
now I can scarcely maintain one cow. Two cows are the most that any 
crofter in the place keeps, and it is as much as they can do to keep them. 

16639. How woidd you put these matters right?—What the people 
want is more grass for their cattle, and the arable land which they lost. 
They require kitchen with their food as well as the food itself—milk and 
butter, and clothing to clothe themselves. 

16640. Do you think the place is large enough to support the whole 
fourteen of you—the land you had before?—We would be very well 
contented with it. 

16641. The rent has increased, but chiefly by taxation. You don't 
complain that the rent is too high ?—I know it is too high. 

16642. You yourself pay £4 ?—I pay £4 , 12s. 6d. besides taxes. 
16643. What rent do you think would be a fair rent for your croft 

without taxes ?—If it was at the same rent at which we had [it before we 
would be content j that is £4 , 4s. with the pasture land restored. 

16644. Is it good land that you have?—It is not bad land at aH; we 
aree not complaining of the land. 

16645. Would it be easy to give you back what you had before?—It 
is easy enough, if they liked to give it to us. 

16646. "Why was it taken away ; was it that the boundaries would be 
easier marked, or what ?—I cannot answer that. 

16647. You know the boundaries of the place well enough; were the 
boundaries more natural in the old time than now ?—The boundaries that 
are now between us and the tack were made at the time when the tack 
was erected. The dyke was made close to our doors when that land was 
taken from us. A boy standing at any of the doors in our township, in 
the centre, could easily throw a stone to the boundary on the one side 
and to that on the other. 
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16648. So if the old boundaries were renewed again, do you think the LEWIS. 
fourteen families could live upon the old land in comfort in your place ? 

Yes STORNOWA'S 
16649. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—What is the name of the tack on the ftoderiek 

one side ?—Goramclete. M'Sween. 
16650. And what is the name of the tack on the other side?—The 

other tack is Mr Simon Fraser's, and it has no other name than that of 
Steinish. 

16651. Was that fence put up entirely for the advantage of those two 
tacks, and to the loss of the crofters?—These dykes were erected entirely 
for the benefit of the tacks on each side. We were deprived of our peat 
moss at the same time. 

16652. In regard to this wall keeping you from the churchyard, is the 
road on the other side of the dyke along to the churchyard destroyed I— 
It is not destroyed, it is as good as ever. 

16653. That is on your own side, but on the other side what is it?— 
There is a part of the ground on that side—the tacksman's side—where 
there never was a road ; but beyond that the road is as it was. 

16654. Is it a very old burial ground?—The oldest churchyard in 
Lewis. It is called Aignish. 

16655. Do you know it is illegal by the law of Scotland to shut up 
any road leading to a churchyard or to a church ?—I believe it is. 

16656. And if so, why did you permit this?—Because we were very 
peaceable, and preferred to bear it rather than put other people to 
trouble. 

[ADJOURNED.] 

STORNOWAY, LEWIS , MONDAY, JUNE 11, 1883. 

Present:— 

Sir KENNETH S. MACKENZIE, Bart., Chairman. 
DONALD CAMERON, Esq. of Lochiel, M.P. 
C. FRASER-MACKINTOSH, Esq., M.P. 
Sheriff NICOLSON, LL.D. 
Professor MACKIXNON, M.A. 

NAPIER CAMPBELL, Solicitor, Stornoway (50)—examined. 

16^57. The Chairman.—By whom are you delegated to appear here? Napier 
—I am appointed by several crofters. I may mention it was the wish of Campbell, 
the general body of the crofters that I shoidd appear; and I was also 
appointed by parties who were understood to represent the crofters,—I 
refer to the Highland Lewis Land. Association, who were acting as a 
committee in public to prepare the parties for the reception of the 
Commissioners. I produce a specimen of the mandates I have. 

16658. Would you make your statement ?—[Paper read.] 
16659. Has that paper been already read before the Land Law Reform 

Association of Lewis I—I believe it has ; not this particular paper perhaps, 
but the draft of it. I may just state in connection with it, to show 
the unreliability of the public here, within a few minutes it was 



1072 Highlands and Islands Commission. 

LEWIS. 

STORNOYVAY. 

Napier 
Campbell. 

conveyed to Mr Muuro by one of the officials, and I am threatened 
with an action of damages ; and I am here to defy any action of damages. 

1G66O. Before we say anything about it, we must first consider 
whether we shaU consent to receive it, and we shaU retire to consider 
that. There are statements here touching the character of a dead man, 
which make it necessary for us to consider whether we should receive the 
paper. 

The Commissioners retired, and on resuming, the Chairman stated 
In the absence of the Chairman of the Commission, the Commissioners 

have resolved to receive Mr Napier Campbell's statement provisionally, re­
serving for a full meetingof the Commission the question of its final disposal. 

Charles 
Mackenzie 
Macrae. 

CHARLES MACKENZIE MACRAE, M.D. (65)—examined. 

16661. TJie Chairman.—You were elected at a meeting in Stornoway, 
presided over by the chief magistrate, to come here and speak on the 
land question ?—I was. 

16662. Have you a statement to make to the Commission?—I 
have drawn up a few notes, thinking I could convey the little I have to 
say in this form better than I could in the way of answering questions, 
for which I have no particular aptitude. 

16663. We shall be very glad to hsar your paperl—The pressure of 
the times, as felt in the Highlands and Isles, varies in nature and 
severity in different localities. In each there are, from recent experience, 
lessons to be learned and suggestions for the future, claiming the careful 
study of every lover of his country. In Lewis as elsewhere the partiea 
chiefly interested, the rulers and the ruled, have already to some extent 
given expression to their sentiments on the present crisis; the 
Supervision Board also as it affected its own province; and perhaps in 
the nature of things, it was inevitable that the relative viewpoint of 
parties should give its distinctive, if not a one-sided colouring to the 
pictures they drew. The Poor Law functionary came to his scrutiny 
strong in a cold belief in the elasticity of legal charity. After having to 
deal before with evasions and distortions of fact, backing appeals of relief 
by the poor, he judges partly from past experience, notes carefully every 
semblance of prosperity, and distrusts the famine cry when starvation 
was imminent The landlord party, strong in a traditional fame for 
good government and fair treatment of tenantry, naturally resented the 
imputation of oppression, or any wrong that could have grown into 
system otherwise than insidiously and unawares. And the sheep 
farming process, denounced by the crofter as the encroachment of 
the lower animals on the rightful domain of the tillers of the toil, 
had become so commonplace and approved as middle class farmirg, 
and removal elsewhere the right safety valve for a plethora of people, 
that it seemed not to admit of question that all available space for 
crofter holdings had been exhausted in the demand for large farms, deer 
forests, and sporting grounds. The crofter, on the other hand, protests that 
he has suffered long and grievously in his pinched and cribbed condition, 
bearing long in silence, until his smothered discontent caught the glow 
and felt the spur of the general land agitation, and now makes known by 
respectful petition and other demonstrations how sorely he feels 
aggrieved. Many, ready enough to denounce oppression out of 
sympathy with the crofter, incline to think his real condition was 
largely concealed by his patient and passive submission to hardship—an 

* See Appendix A, XLIV. for amended Statement. 



Minutes of Evidence. 1073 

endurance arising, as he now represents, not from contentment or LEWIS. 
stolidity, but from sheer dread of arbitrary power. I t is not surprising —— 
if acts of tyranny and misrule seemed incredible to such as knew the ST01;>0"'AY 

large outlays incurred by the late proprietor with a benelovent purpose— Charles 
the vast sums expended on the reclaiming of moorland and on public Mackenzie 
works during the destitution of 1847, of which he bore the brunt singly Macrae. 
—on extensive and repeated emigration—on postal communication, on 
roads, bridges, the patent slip, and other projects, and specially on the 
erection of schools and support of teachers in the pressing demand for 
education prior to the national system Any statement belying such 
beneficence on the part of the superior may reasonably be referred to 
misguided counsel, to errors in judgment and management on the part of 
some former officials, not fitted by the right experience or special wisdom 
for a charge of such gravity. . Hence the objectionable methods resorted 
to with the object of averting pauperism, swelling the rentals, with the 
view of securing a fair pecuniary return for expenditure. Hence the 
failure to stimulate the tenantry to utilise the resources of land and sea, 
to adopt better modes of land culture, and better habits of thrift and 
industry, and to enlighten them generally; how best to help themselves. 
When thus attending to estate management, may I add that, as far as 
known to me, the gentleman presently in charge justly possesses the people's 
confidence, as seeking with all the impartiality in his power to serve the 
dual yet common interests involved. It is safe to say, however, that 
while a single factor may overtake the mere business transactions and 
exactions of this estate, the additional duties devolving on property in the. 
right and adequate oversight of some 25,000 crofter population, with 
all the lessons they need in their present stage of transition, mean a task 
and a responsibility that seems too great for any one individual, however 
competent. The chapter of grievances thus accumulated consists to some 
extent of errors of head as much as of heart. In some respects, they are 
faults of a system that had become stereotyped, and retained from a kind 
of conservatism as the proper ancient order of things—a policy the evils of 
which appear worst in retrospect, viewed in the light shed on popular 
rights by a more forward civilisation. The detail of grievances from the 
modern point of view may weU bo left to the crofters themselves ; while 
the main complaint of cottars is the withholding of laud, the grievance 
of crofters, rising above all petty disabilities, is the smallness of holdings, 
and in many cases alleged unfairness in the modes of diminishing their 
former extent without any abatement of rent. They speak of the paring 
and curtailing and abstracting of pasture lands to enlarge tacks ami 
straighten boundaries, or to create new crofts, but with no deduction of 
rental to the former possessors,—rather in some cases an alleged abitrary 
increase. They tell of processes of depopulation, and causing crofters 
who remain in the island to be removed from one district to be planted 
on the borders of another, or wedged into the vacancies of a township 
:i I ready overpeopled. A t the same time, they contend that while the 
population has thus largely outgrown the arable area of land to which 
they are restricted, that yet the island itself is not overpeopled, and that 
poverty and chronic destitution are very much the result of insufficiency 
of land. And the opinion is firmly held, that along with other sources 
of subsistence increasing year by year, the land resources of the island, if 
wisely developed and appropriated, are equal to the maintenance and 
comfort of a nvich larger population than now occupies it. In this belief 
a strong current has set in recently against emigration, and none the less 
that it has been held up so much as the present panacea with landowners 
and other philanthropists for general land ailments. It is no doubt true 
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LEWIS. that in these districts, more especially wherein land produce and stock are 
the sole dependence, a disposition has occasionally sprung up in hard times 

ITOBHOWAY. t o i e a v e the native soil, and exchange home drudgery for better prospects 
Charles beyond sea, particularly when friends gone before may be holding out 

Mackenzie brighter days, inviting to follow, and offering help. It may be that, in 
Macrae. such circumstances, there has been imprudence shown in repressing the 

emigration spirit, when perhaps the proper course should be meanwhile 
neither to foster nor restrain it, unless advised either way, plainly 
appearing to the people impartial, and given from a sense of duty. 
Emigration, that should approve itself as judicious and beneficial alike 
to the emigrant and those left behind, must move on some such lines as 
these, viz., first, it must be entirely voluntary, and at the same time, 
when spontaneously resolved upon, should be generously aided and 
kindly directed, to move not in isolated units, but in family groups, of 
which the younger members at least should be sufficiently educated 
and fitted to face a wider sphere than the circles of purely Celtic 
intercourse. Secondly, it must, as regards the home field, prove a 
thinning rather than the crowding process which it has proved as hitherto 
conducted. Formerly, when a township was being depopulated, such as 
declined to emigrate were usually disposed of by being transplanted 
into villages already much too densely occupied, and thus lessening 
rather than increasing the home provision. Thirdly, it must embrace 
careful provision for the well-being of the emigrants in the land of their 
adoption; planting them (if in sufficient numbers) in small land 
colonies, with a few skilled farmers intermixed, to teach by example the 
proper working of new fields of labour—and providing likewise pastoral 
oversight and educational appliances such as they enjoyed at home. In 
removing even to the most suitable parts of our colonies, Lewismen have 
learned that their home habits, language, and lack of culture must entail 
many hardships ere they can adapt themselves to the new order of 
things. I t is not surprising therefore, if they turn eagerly to the 
resources and capabilities of their native isle which yet remain to be 
developed. To such as are not blinded by foregone conclusions, it is very 
obvious that the home resources, alike of land and sea, are by no meaus 
exhausted, but are rather in the incipient stage of being turned to profit­
able account. Many think that fishing and land culture would prosper 
best disjoined. But there are incidents of climate and season which seem 
to show that in the present stage of advancement they may with 
advantage be combined. In either directions there is yet ample room and 
to spare at home for exertion, and crofters with the two-fold occupation 
may be accommodated for years to come, in the land of their birth, and that 
not with any obvious apparent sacrifice of the landlord interest. A 
strong impression prevails that if the proprietrix were given to understand 
that such new or extended allotments would eventually result in mutual 
benefit to all concerned, she would gracefully concede the prayer of the 
crofters' humble petition—which to grant would be in harmony, not only 
with her own most generous actings, but with the whole tenor of the 
beneficent and patriotic example of her lamented husband, our late 
proprietor. To provide for the surplus population, yet without any hold­
ing, it is reasonable tc submit—1. That the large tracts of arable and 
pasture lands adjacent to good harbours and fishing ground, presently 
held by tacksmen, should when out of lease be allocated to crofters on fair 
terms of rent and lease. Such eligible localities there are of considerable 
extent in the parishes of Uig, Lochs, and Stornoway, extensive enough to 
accommodate many hundreds of cottars and squatters presently without 
any holding. 2. There lie on the outskirts of the arable and cultivated 
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lands in nearly all the old villages or townships, tracts of bleak, but in LEWIS. 
parts very reclaimable, lands, from which the moss has been stripped for 
fuel, as used up by successive generations. These large spaces of STORXOWAY 
denuded and exposed subsoil form part of the so-called common pasture Charles 
ground usually styled 'backing' or ' cu l ' by the crofters. As such, Mackenzie 
however, their present benefit of said backing is more imaginary than Macrae, 
real. They are generally eyesores to look at, black and rugged-look­
ing, here moss bogs, there patches of gravel, with tufts of heather 
interspersed, and altogether of little or no service to man or beast. 
Owing to the very level or slightly undulating character of Lewis land, 
and the very workable subsoil in many places, these outlying clearances 
from moss are for most very susceptible of being converted into grass-
grown pasture or corn-producing land. Of such, there are several large 
tracts to be found convenient to fishing stations, and very convertible 
into croft allotments. Such exist extensively in Ness on the moorland 
side of Lionel, Habost, and Swainbost, in Lochs, also beside fishing inlets, 
and on both sides of Broad Bay and other parts of Stornoway parish. 
When such moss stripped land is indispensable for pasture, and cannot 
well be apportioned in crofting, they might be so appended as to enlarge 
old lots when contiguous and previously too small; and townships so 
situated and divided into sections of three or four crofters each, might 
combine t eclaim each section, getting a proportion of acres in partner­
ship, to be gradually trenched, laid out in crop or pasture, and fenced with 
foal or stone, both commonly at hand. Thus, the now bleak and almost 
useless moorland could be turned into separate and protected grass en­
closures, transformed into the grazing so much in demand, but one acre of 
which so converted would be more valuable for pasture than a score in its 
present condition, and the Lewis waste and so called bog land would to a 
large extent gradually assume the aspect of lowland-like culture and 
fertility. By this method many crofts now too small might easdy be 
enlarged. And in fishing villages particularly (in others also) enclosed 
grazings would besides other benefits save herding of cattle by children, 
and so remove one main obstacle to school attendance. Were the entire 
crofts to share the benefit of this trenching, draining, and fencing process, 
the way would be paved for another improvement in croft farming, viz., 
rotation of cropping, and laying out portions under grass in succession. 
This suggests that throughout the crofter land (3) an improved 
husbandry is much needed to give proper justice to the soiL Generally 
but a smaU portion of crofter land has been properly drained or trenched ; 
scarcely any properly fenced. On the western seaboard, where they 
depend most on land produce, waste interspaces, stone cairns above and 
under ground, water-logged furrows, and wet tortuous rigs, still abound as 
they have done for generations, and grazing grounds are conducted still 
on a system of ill-managed communism, and giving no scope to 
individual industry or efforts. With a better system of tillage, and under 
fairly adjusted terms of lease, rental, and compensation, there is no reason 
why the croft should not cope acre for acre in productiveness and return 
acre for acre with the large arable farm. In this matter the last hard 
season, with its sore privation to the crofter, reads a lesson not to be 
neglected. Tacksmen generally secured and preserved their grain and 
hay crops in fair order, and their return of potatoes such in quantity and 
quality that in several instances a portion was profitably sold. The 
reason of the difference was that the tacksman's land from proper culture 
was dry and kindly enough to admit of early sowing. So well fenced 
and protected, that all seeds were put seasonably in the soil, and being 
healthy from frequent change of seed, their stronger crops were much 
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LEWIS. less injured by the ungenial season, while by rotation of cropping this 
soil had attained and maintained a state of fair average productiveness. 

TORNowAY. j t fs qU i te practicable to transform the crofter's land to yield the same 
Charles satisfactory results by like skill and proper husbandry. Given, on 

Mackenzie equitable terms, a holding of some six acres in fishing districts—eight to 
Macrae. ten in purely agricultural parts ,—guarded against subdivision and 

squatt ing—restricted to summing according to rental and grazing—the 
charge of hiU stock, when existing, committed to a competent common 
herd. Given also adequate stimulus to treat the soil on the improved 
system of cul ture—to alternate rest and cropping, and so arranging that 
two or more neighbours could show not only a common fence, bu t also 
common implements, so far as to l ighten materially their toil, one plough 
and pair of harrows would serve three crofts,—with these advantages the 
earth would yield her increase as never before, the crofters' burden and 
drudgery would be lightened, the miserable exposure of children in herd­
ing (thus one great hindrance to education removed), would nearly cease; 
and some progress made towards a comfort and prosperity less liable to 
the vio lent fluctuations tha t have hitherto affected land returns. The 
crofters' domiciles also as well as their crofts very generally need 
thorough remodelling. I n three-fourths of them is no regard paid to 
science in site, style of erection, or sanitary safeguards. Even when 
walls, roof, and separate apartments are passable, the surroundings are 
sadly neglected,—without proper roadway levelling or drainage. Some 
planted so in peat banks and hollows, or between ear th mounds or on 
moss-imbedded boulders, tha t draining is scarcely possible, and hence 
reeking cesspools and unheal thy stagnation of a variety of things 
offensive within and without, leading, it would almost seem in the worst 
examples, from long association, to a general tolerance of filth as if it were 
a vested interest. Reform in this direction lies not only with landlords, 
bu t with all empowered to secure to our loyal islanders the fuH benefits 
of civilisation and the rightful fruit of their labour. But, fourthly, it 
is clear, tha t however much the maintenance of Lewis crofters may be 
supplemented by land reforms, its mainspring and staple source must be 
looked for from the fisheries, for which the shores are so well adapted. 
Precarious as weather and climate are, and often the cause of failure for a 
season, the people ever cling wi th hopeful expectancy to the prospect of 
coming success, and now more than ever, seeing tha t a cheering beginning 
has been made in the construction of harbours, for the safety and 
encouragement of our adventurous fishermen, it is earnestly hoped tha t 
each parish shall ult imately be provided with a port of safety, with 
landing place, breakwater, pier or quay as may suit, at the most suitable 
fishing centres. N o doubt, eventually, the fishings shall be prosecuted 
more extensively, more profitably, and on a better system than hitherto. 
Much good would result were it possible to modify or entirely remove 
such drawbacks as the credit and t ruck system, specially as they affect the 
cod and ling fishings. The system oft inflicts loss on the curer, 
demoralises the fisherman by offering facilities for dishonesty and the 
contraction of debt, and presses most on the honest solvent fisherman 
who pays the curer the high percentage on his goods, based on his 
calculation of loss, while the price of fish is uniform to the honest and 
dishonest. I n much the same category may be placed the bounty system 
now universal in the herring t rade—a gratuity in the way of airles—it may 
be more than some earnings in bad seasons. A high bonus for the 
privilege of being fished for—should the fish never come—a principle 
very liable to abuse, and tending to foster anything bu t enterprise on the 
part of fishermen. Among the projects mooted for the promotion of our 
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fisheries, telegraphic communication between Stornoway and the principal LEWIS. 
fishing stations round the coast is specially important, as will be urged by ~" 
special delegates. Probably, in course of time, the way might thus be _̂  
prepared for another scheme also mooted, the construction of a line Charles 
of tramway communication between the same west coast and Mackenzie 
Stornoway, say from Ness and Carloway, in separate lines, or Macrae, 
forming a junction at some points. The proved appositeness and 
vantage of these western stations for deep-sea fishing, and probably also 
for early herring fishing, point out the gain of connecting them with the 
nearest steam and railway termini, and so with the southern markets. 
The greater value of fresh fish and other products in saleable condition 
would give immense impulse to the fishing interest and to general traffic 
—speedy sale being furnished not only for ling, cod, herring, salmon, and 
lobster, but for every commodity the island could supply for immediate 
consumption. Such a line would be facilitated and cheapened by the 
level character of the interior. It might be made available also for the 
transport of peat fuel from the vast accumulations of moss it would pass 
through. In Stornoway this fuel is becoming yearly more costly, and a 
cheaper supply would greatly benefit especially the working classes and 
the pauper population that have flocked so eagerly into the towu i The 
export trade in fuel, now small, would also readily increase, give 
considerable employment, and enlarge the moss-divested clearances. But, 
however much such measures for extracting their wealth from sea and 
land may conduce to our material welfare, it must be borne in mind 
—lastly, that the great lever for upraising islemen from their depressed 
condition, the sure highway to genuine progress must be looked for In 
the train of a thorough education permeating the entire social fabric. It 
must be confessed that Lewis is not yet in the way of reaping the full 
benefit of its educational machinery, and this very much because the 
school is unhappily associated with high rates and oppressive burdens in 
the minds of a people long indifferent to its value, and seeing little in 
taxation to render it attractive. Hence are the advantages of regular 
school attendance persistently sacrificed to the most paltry excuses, such 
as irregularity of diet, deficient clothing,"or bad shoes—the herding of cattle 
—the nursing of infants—the illness of some member of the family—the 
pretence of slight illness—the dread of infection, real or assumed—the 
merest whims of the children—in short, the various shifts which parents 
accept or connive at when they themselves never realised their need of 
being taught, when the cost, however small, is grudged, and the great 
boon nauseated on account of its concomitants. When the enforce­
ment of school attendance has to face such difficulties, it is a question 
worthy the study of a paternal Government if among such classes as the 
long down-trodden Hebrideans, education should not at their present stage 
be presented on the footing of a free gift—and not only fees remitted, 
but school attendance secured by premium of some sort rather than by 
penalty. In the domain of intellectual culture, much remains to be 
attained by Lewismen ere they reach in educational advantages to parity 
with more favoured communities. When the curriculum of the elementary 
school has been completed, and the more vigorous native intellects have 
penetrated the dense crust which has long enveloped them, and, having 
imbibed the love of knowledge, are eagerly desirous of higher attainments, 
they find progress arrested by the want of a more advanced school 
Hence, one of our most pressing wants is an institute for the higher 
instruction, efficient of staff, easy of access, and available on their own 
soil for promising youths of straitened means, but superior endowment. 
On this subject the following representation has been made by the 
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LEWIS. S tomoway School Board to the Educat ion Depa r tmen t :—• School Board 
of Stornowi/, Stornoway, 21st Nov. 1882 .—In reply to your circular 
of April last, on the subject of higher education, I am instructed by the 
S tornoway School Board to state tha t there is no school under 
their management, or in the whole island of Lewis, in which provision is 
made for secondary education. AH the Lewis schools are elementary, 
and as the board schools are situated in rural districts, and at great 
distances from each other, i t is impossible to convert any of them into a 
central higher class school. The only schools tha t could be made such 
are those i n the towns of S tornoway, but the board regret that none of 
these is under their management, nor, meanwhile, likely to be transferred. 
These S tornoway schools are three in number, viz., " Lady Matheson's 
" Seminary," an industrial school for girls and young boys, and 
supported mainly by the proprietrix of the island, a " F r e e Church 
" Congregational School," and the " Nicolson Insti tut ion," a partially 
endowed schooL Were all these handed over, a higher school might be 
reached by the graded system. Were even one transferred to the board 
it would greatly facilitate the taking of steps towards the attainment of 
secondary education. But as matters now stand nothing can be done in 
this direction. The town schools supply sufficient school accommoda­
tion for all the children of school age, and the people could not face the 
expense of bui lding a new school, being too poor, and already much too 
heavily taxed for the support of the existing schooLs, besides their other 
parochial burdens. The circumstances of the people are altogether 
exceptional, and in the matter of higher education, they are really worse 
off than they were previous to the passing of the Education Act. The 
large population of the island (now close on 30,000) , and the 
inability of the people generally to send their children to a distance out 
of the island to be more highly educated, render it imperative that 
I >rovision be made without delay for supplying near home the advantages 
of secondary education, at least such as would give islanders the 
preparatory training so commonly accessible on the mainland, qualifying 
pupils for the universities, for normal schools, for the teaching vocation, 
and for other special professional, intellectual, and mercantile pursuits. 
Were such a higher class school established in Stornoway, it would not 
only meet a greatly felt want in Lewis, bu t would serve also as a higher 
class school for the adjacent islands. A lready has the S tate adopted 
S tornoway as the most fitting central seat of naval instruction for the 
natives of the Outer Hebrides and western seaboard of Ross-shire and 
Inverness-shire joining the Naval Reserves. I t would suit equally as 
the best central position for a higher educational school convenient to 
islesmen and others throughout the same wide area. The School Board 
of S to rnovay earnestly hope tha t their Lordships will recognise the very 
great necessity and benefit of such an inestimable boon to their island, 
and the peculiar difficulties in the way of attaining it by local effort, and 
tha t they may be able to suggest or devise, in concert wi th the Endow­
ment Commissioners or otherwise, some resources by the aid of which such 
a school could be established. The board feel confident tha t by the 
greater facility for s tudy afforded by such a school, properly equipped 
and easy of access, the desire for education and higher at tainment, 
already largely created by t h e extension of primary schools, would be 
greatly stimulated, and one great barrier to the upward progress of 
Hebrideans, an old and real educational disability, would no longer 
exist. The board further beg leave humbly to submit tha t to provide 
such a pressing requirement for the benefit of a truly loyal and law-
abiding community, who are utterly unable herein to help themselves, 
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' and who have long pined in intellectual darkness and penury, were an LEWIS. 
' act of generous legislation well becoming a paternal Government that „ ~ ~ . 
' has been wont, even in exceptional instances, to prove itself prompt and J . A 

1 liberal in remedy wherever grievance or necessity, specially affecting the • Charles 
- poor, were, as in this case, so very palpable and urgent.' From the -Mackenzie 
board's letter to the Education Department it will be seen that this town Macrae, 
has no school under the control of the School Board, or subject to any 
modification or change which the ratepayers may be desirous to effect, in 
the way of obtaining a better and more advanced education for the 
children. A strong application is about to be made also to the Endow­
ment Commissioners and likewise to the directors of the Society for 
Promoting Christian Knowledge for their assistance in obtaining the boon 
—and may we not hope that these efforts will be approved and seconded 
as well as our other needed reforms effectually enforced and secured to 
us by the Royal Crofters Commission. Great and lasting will our obliga­
tions be if as the result of your patient and onerous labours difficult 
problems now pressing for solution wiU be cleared up—our homo 
industries better developed, our social condition raised, the relationship 
of landlord and tenant thoroughly adjusted—the poor crofter's heart 
cheered, his heavy burdens lightened, his sorest land grievances ended, 
and the humblest among them set on the path of upward ascent from 
the very rear to the very forefront of civilisation. In looking hope­
fully to Government, we know the reproach of inveterate begging and 
petitioning—we know the great difficulties in the way of exceptional 
legislation, but we do think if our Legislature were fully informed and 
suitably impressed with our uphill encumbrances, with the unequal 
burdens and dead weights we bear beyond most of our fellow-countrymen, 
and that need to be removed ere we stand on a par,—fitted fairly to 
advance on equal terms,—a generous statesmanship would devise steps and 
arrangements so to facilitate our progress that we should shortly march 
abreast with any other Briton in civil and social life, as in sterling 
character and manly daring, ahke on the ocean wave or battlefield. 

1G664. You are a native of the island, I think?—Yes. 
166G5. Have you resided almost permanently in the Lewis'?—I have. 
166G6. You refer at the commencement of the statement to certain 

improvements, outlays on a patent slip, and so on. Have improvements 
taken place in the Lewis hi your time?—Very considerable. 

16667. In a paper sent to the Commission, a petition from the crofters 
to the Prime Minister, it mentioned that while in the aggregate the rent 
of the land had been more than doubled during the last forty years, there 
had been no improvements during that time worth adverting to. That 
is not your opinion ?—It is not my opinion. 

16668. You think there have been considerable improvements?—I 
have specified the large extent of land reclaimed, such as at Deanston,— 
perhaps not a profitable subject for the proprietor—but there has been 
a great deal done; and over at Shawbost there has been a great deal 
reclaimed and let to crofters, and at various other places. 

16G69. The land at Deanston has gone out of cultivation again?—I 
believe the drains have got choked up. Deep moss reclamation is not so 
profitable as when you have it partiaUy removed and access got to good 
subsoil 

16670. There has been a considerable amount of increase in the arable 
land, exclusive of Deanston ?—A good deal. 

16671. And the importance of Stornoway has very much increased in 
the last forty years ?—It has. 

16672. With regard to family emigration, do you think any number 
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LEWIS. of people would care, if assistance were given, for such a system of 
"~* emigration as you refer to 1 Do you think many families in the Lewis 

• QRNowAY. W O U J J ke ---ifling to go 1—Not at present, till they see what comes of this 
Charles land adventure. 

Mackenzie 16673. With regard to the schools, you said the compulsory clause 
Macrae. does not work satisfactorily 1—It does not. 

16674. And you proposed to replace it .by offering attractions to 
encourage good attendance 1—Yes, or perhaps remitting the fees. 

16675. In what other way would you encourage attendance?—It is 
very difficult to say. We find the difficulty of securing regular 
attendance so great that it is worth the attention of the Legislature to 
suggest some measure for carrying it out. We have tried penalty, and we 
have sometimes listened to excuses that we could hardly fail to accept as 
reasonable and plausible, when perhaps they were fictitious. We cannot 
always say they are wrung, and we find a difficulty in punishing the 
pupil. 

16676. Then do I understand you are not prepared to specify any 
remedy for that state of things"?—There have been some methods used by 
the Ladies' Association that encouraged children very much to attend 
schools—providing them with clothing, and providing them with books, 
and when it was difficult for them to attend on such pleas, as want of 
clothes and shoes, taking ways and means to supply these. I would 
look upon that under certain circumstances as an inducement. 

16677. Are you prepared to recommend that these should be supplied 
out of the rates 1—I suppose already the Parochial Board is liable for 
such, but it would burden the rates very much. 

16678. Are Lady Matheson, the trustees of the Nicolson Institute, 
and the trustees of the Free Church School, averse to giving up their 
schools to the board Ì—I do not know that they are positively averse at 
present. There are some negotiations going on with regard to the 
Nicolson Institution. The trustees are presently inclined to transfer 
it as a whole, but the congregational school is not likely to be 
transfered, and Lady Matheson's seminary is working so well as it stands 
that perhaps there is no urgent reason why the School Board should 
look for its transference unless to facilitate this higher education that I 
speak of. 

16679. But that would be a very important object?—A very important 
object. 

16650. Do you think the trustees of the congregational school do not 
see that this is a very important object Ì—There are some difficulties in 
regard to the transference of the Nicolson Institution that have not been 
cleared up. I believe they are presently before the Educational Endow­
ments Commission. 

16651. Mr Cameron.—You say you think that large tracts of arable 
and pastoral land in the vicinity of the sea might be aUocated to crofters, 
and I think you referred to the three parishes of Uig, Lochs, and 
Stornoway; are you pretty well acquainted with the land to which you 
refer 1—Thoroughly well. 

16682. Have you had any experience yourself of farming ?—A little. 
16683. What parish are you a native of ?—The parish of Barvas. 
16684. Do you consider the quality of the laud in those parishes to be 

susceptible of improvement?—In some places I consider it is susceptible 
of improvement, particularly where it is seen what kind of subsoil is 
exposed after the removal of the moss. In some places the moss has 
b.^en all thoroughly removed, otherwise there are thousands of acres in 
the parish of Ness that are perfectly reclaimabla 



Minutes of Evidence. 1081 

16685. The land you refer to in Ness is not similar to that at Dean- LEWIS, 
ston?—The difference is that at Deanston the moss is very deep and the ~" 
drains j ^ t soft, and the crop at that deep moss is not at all so profitable. T 0 R y c m A Y 

I t grows grass very well, but it does not grow crops so welL Charles 
16686. And this land which you refer to is what is called backing?—- ¥. • kenzie 

Yes; between that and the moss that has not been used for fueL Macrae. 
16687. And that land consists of ground from which the moss has 

been removed 1—Mostly. 
16688. What is the character of the subsoil 1—Clay in a great many 

places. Where it is rock I do not consider that reclaimable. It is partly 
rock, but apart from that, I can point out several districts where the 
subsoil is by no means rock. 

16689. For what purpose is that ground utilised ?—For cul or backing, 
and I have stated in my paper that with a routine of cropping, and 
properly protecting the patches of land they have, and having a piece of 
grass land enclosed, they could provide pasture for their cows that would 
be of infinitely more service than an infinitely larger proportion of that 
land. 

1CG9O. What is that land used for now—for grazing1?—For cattle. 
16691. How many acres would it require of this land as it now is to 

feed a cow ?—There are some patches of it where I suppose it would take 
twenty acres to feed au animaL 

16692. And that only I presume in summer?—Only in summer. 
16693. The quality of the grass is not good?—There are some placc3 

where there is no grass at aU—just a tuft of heather here and there. 
16694. And the subsoil is clay and gravel ?—Mostly clay. 
16695. What treatment would you apply to this land in order to bring 

it into cultivation to be of use to the crofters ?—It would need to be 
trenched and drained, but I think the desirable thing is protection. 
There is no protection to the crofters' land at present, but they are in want 
of fencing, and they can never carry on a proper system of cropping till 
the land is fenced. I mentioned a kind of way in which it might be 
done, by two or three crofters getting a piece of land in partnership and 
having implements in common—a common plough and perhaps a pair of 
horses between them. A pair of horses might do for three or four crofts, 
but that implies that the land should be put into proper order at first. 

16696. I should have thought from your description that trenching 
land with such a subsoil as you describe would be sufficient without 
draining, but you are inclined to think that draining would be also 
necessary ?—Io some places. Perhaps there are several places which 
would not require draining, such as high land where there is a fall. 

16697. There is a tile manufactory on the property ?—Yes. 
16698. Are tile pipes made there ?—A considerable quantity. 
166U9. So that the price of draining with tiles would not be so 

expensive as in some other islands ?—I should think not. 
16700. Now as to this process of improvement, which I suppose you 

will admit would be somewhat expensive, how would you propose that 
the expense should be borne ?—It would depend on the terms on which 
the crofter would get the land, and the length of the lease. The rent at 
first should be more or less nominal according to the difficulty of 
reclaiming the land. Some parts of the soil are easily brought in and 
others not. Or he might get a proportion of the reclaimed lands for a 
certain term of years, and pay interest on improvements for the rest. 

16701. You mean, as I understand, that the crofter is to improve the 
land and to receive it for a certain number of years rent free ?—Yes, or for 
a nominal rent. 
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LEWIS 16702. Do you think the crofters could afford time to do that 1—Well, 
—•— when the weather does not admit of their carrying on the fishing. 1 

•TQhsowAY gpgjjk 0f jt mostly in. connection with the fishing, and when fishing 
Charles cannot be carried on they have a great deal of idle time on their 

Mackenzie hands. 
Macrae. 16703. And you think that assistance either from Government or from 

the proprietor would be a reasonable condition of such a scheme being 
carried out ?—They must require some help. I am not able to advise a 
proper way of carrying it out. I know some crofts where the crofter has 
been labouring hard at it for two or three years, and where he considers 
himself to have suffered very great loss by not being able to carry on the 
fishing while at this work, and in that case it has impoverished the man. 
I think, generally speaking, very few could bear to labour without some 
remuneration on land of that sort. 

16704. So, in point of fact, it would require some assistance in money 
before the crofter could devote much of his time to improve the land 
upon a large scale ?—I think so. 

16705. And I gather from your paper and the answers you have given 
that your impression of the crofter is that he would be willing, if he got 
encouragement, to improve the land?—I do think so. 

16706. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—You have seen a paper which was 
issued some time ago about the population of the Lewis at different 
periods ?—Yes. 

16707. Is there really any authentic information as to what the popu­
lation was about 1750, or is it merely supposed to be a rough estimate? 
—I think it is tolerably well ascertained from information, possessed 
chiefly by the clergy I think. 

16708. You are well acquainted with the island, and have seen what 
has been in cultivation ?—I have. 

16709. You are also aware that a very large contingent from the 
island of Lewis was formerly ordered to be called out by the Seaforth 
family ?—Yes. 

16710. Weil, supposing the population was only 7OOO as alleged, how 
many men out of these 7OOO were fit to bear arms ? I suppose you 
would not make a higher proportion than one out often 1— Perhaps, about 
that 

16711. That would only give 700 men?—Yes. 
16712. Are you aware that a charter was granted to the burgh of 

Stornoway about two hundred years ago ?—Yes. 
16713. Does that now exist?—No, I think it is not in force. 
16714. Are you aware that it conveyed considerable advantages and 

privileges to the then inhabitants of Stornoway ?—Yes. 
16715. "Which they have lost ?—Yes. 
16716 Are you aware that, after Sir Jame3 Matheson acquired the 

property, he applied for the right to the foreshore ?—Yes. 
16717. Was that a further deprivation of the rights of the people of 

Stornoway ?—They consider it so. 
16718. A severe deprivation ?—Yes. 
16719. Are you also aware he made a claim upon the old harbour 

which had been constructed by the money of the people of Stornoway, 
or claimed certain rights over it ?—He claimed certain rights over it. 

16720. And that was a matter also that created a good deal of 
dissatisfaction 1—It did. 

16721. You mentioned that among the improvements which were 
made and the money that was laid out in Sir James Matheson's time, 
there was the erection of a patent slip, and you say that was very much 
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for the benefit of the crofters of the Lewis?—Not directly for the LEWIS, 
crofters. 

16722. But n> doubt it was in favour of the trade of the place?—Yes. STOKNOWAY 

16723. You have stated in your very valuable and interesting paper Charles 
that you regret that the crofters have not been better instructed in the Mackenzie 
matter of tillage and cultivation. Would it not have been a wise thing Macrae, 
if a good deal of the money which has been spent in other ways had been 
spent in the way of giving them encouragement to improve the system of 
tillage?—I think so indeed. I t would be much more profitable in the 
long run for the proprietor and for the tenants generally. I do not think 
the places taken up for reclamation were judiciously chosen at all 

16724. You also referred to the cottars who have no lease at present. 
They are anxious to get small patches of land and willing to cultivate 
them ?—Yes, and have been so for a long time. 

16725. That is consistent with your observation1—Yes. 
16726. I presume they are a large body all over the island 1—Yes, 

about 700 or 800, I suppose, all over the island. 
16727. You also stated, but I should like it to be a little more 

emphasised, that in many of the removals that took place when som< 
people went to America, and some crowded into the other townships, it 
did not benefit the places from which they were removed?—That is my 
opinion. 

16728. In fact, very often the removals took place for the purpose of 
creating tacks ?—It did not lighten the burden of those who remained in 
any way. It did not help those who remained to derive more benefit from 
the soiL 

16729. You also stated that looking to the present population of the 
Lewis, although you are favourable to emigration in families, you consider 
there is ample room at present, if the lands were judiciously distributed, 
for all that remain ?—Yes, that is my opinion. 

16730. You also stated that it is your opinion that the crofters with 
enlarged holdings would be enabled to hold their own in the matter of 
the value of their stock and produce in the market ?—Yes, but that 
referred more particularly to the produce of their lands—enabling them to 
sow and plant earlier and to reap earlier. 

16731. I now ask you a further question—whether or not you think 
that the crofters, having got encouragement in this way, would be enabled 
to rear stock that would compete in the market with the large fanners ?— 
T think they would, if the quantity of stock were reduced and the quality 
improved. 

16732. With regard to the back lands or cul, there is no doubt that 
anybody who looks closely at it must see what a dreadful disfigurement 
it makes where the peat moss has been cleared off?—Yes. 

16733. You are in favour of this being reclaimed either by individual 
crofters or by bodies of crofters if they got encouragement to do so ?— 
Yes, or in the way of extending the lots they have, where the places are 
contiguous. 

16734. Is it not the fact that half of the expense has been done away 
already by the peat being cleared off?—Yes. That is the fact in many 
instances. 

16735. So you do two things,—you avoid the dreadful disfigurement 
in the neighbourhood of the township, and you improve the laud as land 
fit for cultivation ?—Yes, and also improve the climate to a considerable 
extent. 

16736. You were asked in reference to a petition put in by the crofters, 
in which they said there had been no improvements during the period we 
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LEWIS. have adverted to. Of course, the crofters are only speaking for them-
selves. Will vou mention anything that has been really done for the 

" benefit of the crofters of consequence ?—Well, the schools that were 
Charles provided for them by Sir James Matheson before the Education 

Mackenzie Act came into operation were a benefit. But perhaps you allude to 
Macrae. i a n i i ? 

16737. It is the land which is alluded to here, but we shall take your 
answer in the very fullest manner. RecoUect I speak of the benefit to 
them for which they did not pay. Of course, anything they now pay for 
in the shape of rent I do not consider benefit V—I am not aware of any 
improvements on land but what rent has been charged for. 

16738. You mentioned, in answer to the Chairman, that considerable 
improvements were made at Shawbost. For any thing that has been done 
there has not rent been paid by the present occupants ?—Yes, it has. 

16739. Probably you cannot tell whether the rent is a fair rent for 
the outlay or not, but still rent is paid Ì—Yes. 

16740. You also made reference to the quantity of land—that a great 
deal of land might be taken in towards Ness. Where is that land 
specially ?—On the moor side of the villages, as you go along to the port 
to the right hand side. 

16741. You think there is a great deal of land there?—Yes. It is 
pretty level; and Ness being such a fishing station now, there is not 
much occasion for backing or pasture land. They are in the habit of 
having the cattle in the houses there for a great part of the winter, except 
when they go to the moors in summer. The pastures are far from them. 

16742. Suppose the parties got some fixity of tenure, without attaching 
any definite meaning to that—suppose they got some security that they 
would not be disturbed,—is there anything to prevent them taking in 
that land without any assistance whatever 1—I do not think there is. 

16743. Or any disinclination ì—No. I think many of them would bo 
thankful to get it. 

16744. All they want is some kind of understanding or rule fixed that 
they will not be disturbed capriciously 1—Yes, that on both sides they are 
regularly bound by engagement or lease. 

16745. I understand that a number of young men for a con­
siderable time past from the town of Stornoway are in the habit of 
roing abroad and getting on very weh in the world. Is that so 1—Yes, 
it is quite true. 

16746. That has been the case for a long time?—Yes. 
16747. And at this moment there are many young men born in 

Stornoway and the Lewis who are in very good positions in India and 
elsewhere ?—There are. 

16748. Is there any reason why the crofting population of the Lewis, 
if they had the chance, would not raise themselves in the same degree Ì— 
Not the least reason. 

16749. With regard to ycur schools, was there not some bequest left by 
Mr Mackinlay 1—No, I am not aware he did. He founded bursaries in 
his lifetime. The year before he died he left the sum of £150 , which 
has been divided into four bursanes, two of £15 and two of £ 1 0 each, 
tenable for three years. They are held by four young men who were 
successful in the competition. 

16750. Has any assistance been given by the proprietor, or any 
encouragement been given to the proposed enlargement of the quays at 
Stornoway, which seem to be very much ciowded Ì—I cannot say any­
thing positive on that subject 

16751. Is there a rent charged for laying these barrels on the roadway 
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and otherwise 1—I believe some of the gentlemen who are to appear in LEWIS 
connection with the harbour business are better able to inform you on tha t _ 

, . , , , T
 J STOKNOWAT. subject than 1 am. 

16752. A t the time the home farm was attached to the castle, were there Charles 
not a number of people removed 1—Yes, a good many people were removed. Mackenzie 

16753. W h a t became of them1?—They have been removed into the Maeiafti 
suburbs of the town, a good many of them. Others have been moved a 
little further out from the town, out to Laxdale. 

16754. Had most of these people cows?—Yes, most of them. 
16755. Did they use to sell any of the mi lk?—Yes they did ; some 

of them have cows still. 
16756. Did they get any compensation when they left ?—I am not aware 

they did, except value for the old roofs and aid in building new houses. 
16757. Professor Mackinnon.—We have been told all over the island 

by the crofters tha t their holdings are very much too small, and by the 
cottars t ha t they have none at all, and some of the cottars perhaps would 
be glad if they go t as much as even a crofter had, we have also had 
evidence on the other side to the effect that the capabilities of the island 
are quite sufficient to maintain off the land its present population,—one 
gentleman stated nearly three times its present population,—and I should 
like to have your opinion upon that. In the first place, what do you 
th ink an enlarged holding should consist of, as a general ru le?—Well , it 
should vary according to whether the crofter is connected with fishing or 
no t I th ink that in connection with fishing villages a croft of six acres 
cught to be sufficient, but i t might vary a l i t t le according to the qual i ty 
of the land, and according to the extent of back pasture which they 
would have for cattle. Then, in a purely agricultural place, where they 
are dependent on the land, they would need nine or ten acres. 

16753. Your paper stated that, from the peculiar characteristics of this 
place you th ink i t proper tha t the crofting and fishing be combined about 
the harbour 1—Yes. 

16759. Then suppose you had a croft about the harbour ex tending to 
about six acres, and a croft inland of about ten acres, and that you had 
got all tha t could possibly be expected of reclamation from the cut, 
and as much as could reasonably be expected recrofted from the 
different tacks, you are of opinion tha t the present population would be 
provided for fully in tha t way ?—I t h ink so. That is m y opinion. I 
th ink the island might accommodate even more, bu t I cannot say how 
many. There are some of t h e big farms perhaps tha t would no t be 
adapted for crofters—I mean those tha t are exclusively agricultural. 

16760. M r Cameron.—You mean pastoral %—Yes. 
16761. Professor Mackinnon.—Do you th ink it desirable tha t the big 

farms should be entirely done away with 1—I would not say they should. 
I th ink the prosperity of the island is so much connected with the fishing, 
tha t if possible every crofter's lot should have access at least to a good 
fishing station, except where they manage to live now on land without 
fishing. 

16762. And where the men principally subsisted upon the land J-S 
distinct from the sea, would you then wish tha t there should be a 
graduated system of crofts to small farms, or do you wish them to be of 
a uniform size 1—If possible, it would be better to have them graduated 
about fishing stations particularly, if there should be a middle class 
attainable, b u t there is a difficulty in gett ing arable laud to be profitable 
of itself in this country. 

16763. Could you not have a pre t ty good croft that might be chiefly 
pastoral 1—That is quite true. 
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LEWIS. 1G7G4. And still able to support the family that would work it?—Yes. 
~ 16765. With respect to the reclamation of the cul, of which we saw 

'____ ' a v e r 7 great deal which is at present fit for nothing at all, it is neither 
Charles pasture nor cropped, do you think that in some cases the crofters would be 

Mackenzie able to reclaim some of it at their own expense if they got it for a nominal 
Macrae. r e n t <j_J t n i n k s o # 

16766. But in the event of their being assisted in reclaiming it 
the interest of the money would have to be paid ?—Yes, no doubt it 
would. 

16767. But still that would be for their benefit ?—I attach great import­
ance to the fencing—to the people having what they reclaim exclusively 
to themselves. When the pasture ground is shared in common, there is 
not the least inducement to reclaim. I think they ought to have their 
lands better fenced. I t would serve a great purpose. 

16768. Aend of course the materials for fencing lie all round about Ì— 
Yes, generally. 

16769. Of course, one would always understand that in the event of 
money being lent for the reclaiming and the fencing it could only be upon 
interest, which would have to be paid back ?—Of course. 

16770. But still that would go for the benefit of the crofters ?—Yes. 
16771. So even if he paid rent in the shape of interest or otherwise, it 

would be for his benefit that this land was reclaimed ?—No doubt. 
16772. If he got it for nothing without any interest that would be 

charity ?—That would not do. 
16773. And he does not want that ?—He does not want that. 
1677-1. With respect to the schools, you stated that encouragement 

should be given for securing regular attendance rather by reward than 
punishment, and that the children attending most regularly should be 
encouraged in some shape or form, though perhaps you could not 
manage to frame a particular scheme. I suppose you would not expect 
that much more than elementary education should be given in all the 
schools of the island, Stornoway excepted, but that they should be 
restricted to the common subjects?—I think there is no necessity for 
having advanced education in the country schools. One school in 
Stornoway would serve not only for Lewis but for the Long Island. 

16775. But at present there is no such school?—None. 
16776. And you think, by rearrangement of existing schools and bringing 

them under the School Board, such a school might be created?—It might 
be, but there is not much likelihood of such a rearrangement at present, 
and there is no way of getting a central school suitable for such a school. 

16777. Do you expect the Endowed Schools Commissioners will be able 
to solve the problem ?—With the aid of the Crofters Commission. 

16778. Has the Society for Popagating Christian Knowledge not in­
cluded Stornoway among the places where they would give a special 
grant to a better class school? Have you seen their draft scheme?— 
Yes, I think there is an endowment of £60 . 

16779. That would be a great help?—Yes. But I should like if we 
could get a building grant from Government, as other schools do. I am 
afraid, however, they will not give that. Possibly a proper representation 
might induce them to give it. 

16780. The Mackinlay bursaries are confined to Lewis lads?—Yes. 
16781. Are the bursaries bestowed by competition?—By competition. 
16782. Who is the administrator?—There are three trustees appointed 

by Mr Mackinlay,—two ministers and myself. 
16783. It is entirely on the island ?—Entirely on the island. 
1678L Of course you have had no experience as yet of the value of 

that endowment ?—There has been experience. I think there are three of 
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the successful competitors for the first bursar}', now public school teachers LEWIS, 
in this island . 

16785. You expect a great deal of good out of t h a t ? — I do. If the S T O I t y o w A * 
bursary system could be extended, it would be of very material benefit to Charles 
this country, and it would enable men to go and study in the grammar Mackenzie 
schools of the south. Macrae, 

16786. And stimulate the other schools of the island as well as 
Stornoway ?—Very much. 

16787. I suppose intellectually as well as physically there is no lack of 
raw material 1—No lack of raw mater ia l 

16788. Is the revenue of the Mackinlay Trust £ 1 5 0 annually 1—No. 
The original sum is £ 1 5 0 , and it has been divided into four bursaries, two 
of £ 1 5 and two of £ 1 0 , tenable for three years each. 

16789. And tha t exhausts the total capital ?—Yes. 
16790. And the bursaries will come to an end then 1—Yes. 
16791. Sheriff Nicolson.—Do you th ink there is any change in the 

physical condition of the people since the time when you were young ?— 
Ye3, I th ink there is some little change. 

16792. Fo r the better or for the worse?—I t is a more varied condition. 
I th ink there is a greater amount of comfort and a greater appearance of a 
civilised condition; bu t then I think there is a larger amount of poverty 
on the other hand, and there are a greater number of poor people than 
there were in my youth ,—that is to say, people who are in difficulties for 
their support. There is a class of people who have availed themselves of 
the facilities for making money that have sprung up of late years, and tha t 
did not exist in my y o u t h 

16793. Is there any improvement in the houses of the people?— 
Yes. 

1G794. In their internal accommodation ?—Considerable improve­
ments. 

16795. Is there more attention to cleanliness and to sanitary laws?— 
Yes, bu t there is still much to be done. 

16796. Is it possible by estate regulations to improve the condition of 
matters in that respect?—Well, I think if I had the power I have spoken 
of to-day as in the hands of one person, a great deal might have been 
done in tha t way—in the way of improving t h e houses and making 
matters more respectable. 

16797. Have there been any such regulations with the special view of 
improving the condition of the houses and their surroundings ?—Yes, 
there have been such regulations as insisting upon having two doors to the 
houses, but one of these doors has been allowed to get into disuse,—in 
fact, closed up,—a door for the cattle and a door for the inmates, bu t that 
has not been continued. 

16798. D o the cattle still in the great majority of cases live under the 
same roof with the inhabitants ?—Yes, in the other ex tremity of the 
house. They are generally long houses, and the cattle live in one end. 

16799. But in a great number of cases are the cattle not separated by 
any division from the human beings ?—I think in most houses there is a 
division of stone or wood. 

16800. If there was a separate door, I suppose there would be, from a 
sanitary point of view, no great objection to the cattle being under the 
.same roof?—Not if the drainage outside was in good o rde r ; but they 
have the part of the houses where the cattle are excavated in order to 
retain the manure, and it retains the oozing and liquid that should be 
removed. 

16801. Are epidemic diseases more or less common than they were fifty 
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LEWIS. years ago?—I cannot say they are much more common, but wheu ati 
epidemic does break out it spreads rapidly. 

TOICOWAY. 16802. I suppose the closeness of the houses to each other in a great meas-
Charles u r e adds to the danger Ì—Yes, from the organic products accumulating there. 

Mackenzie 16803. Are diseases of the chest more prevalent than they used to be? 
Macrae. —It was thought at one time that we were exempt from consumption. 

I have seen cases of it, and I think in nearly all of them it could be con­
nected with the south in some way—parties who had gone south and 
worked hard in service there. 

16804. Has there been an increase in that respect?—Not much increase, 
but I think on the whole there are more cases now to be seen. 

16805. As regards the children, are diseases common to children more 
or less prevalent than they were before?—Well, I daresay diseases of the 
chest, such as catarrhal complaints, are more prevalent. It is singular that 
croup is prevalent in the Lewis but unknown in Harris. Harris is very 
hilly. 

10806. Is Lewis less rainy or more so?—No, I think they are pretty 
much of a muchness. 

16807. Are the children better or worse clothed than they used to be fifty 
years ago ?—Well, their clothing has not improved,—I mean the clothing 
manufactured at home, because the population having increased so much, 
and the number of sheep not being increased, the home clothing is not so 
easily kept up. 

16808. I suppose many of the children are clothed with thin cloth 
bought in shops?—Yes, there is a good deal of that—not sufficient pro­
tection from the weather. 

16809. Is it common with them not to wear flannel, or do they generally 
wear it ?—I do not think they generally wear flannel. 

16810. Is that bad for their health ?—If they have what they call 
plaiding, it does not matter so much, but they have introduced cotton 
shirting very much now. 

16811. The Chair num.—You mentioned in your statement something 
regarding the export of fuel; is there any such export ?-—Yes, peat. 

16812. For what purpose?—I believe they prefer it in certain 
distilleries. 

16813. I presume that trade never can assume any great proportions?— 
It is possible it might, but the fuel is getting scarcer around Stornoway 
and some of the villages here. 

16814. With regard to the waste lands, you think if money were 
advanced the crofters could utilise that money, so as to be able to pay 
interest upon the advances ? Would the improvement pay interest upon 
the capital expended Ì—I think it would. 

16815. Have you observed the improvements at Shawbost—were they 
conducted in such a way that the crofters could afford to pay a fair interest 
on the cost ?—They complain very much there that the land has been 
overpeopled at Shawbost, that they have been too much crowded, and that 
they were not able to have the stock that would help them to pay the 
rents. That is one of the villages which has not been sutficiently developed 
as a fishing station. 

16816. With reference to the lands that were reclaimed there, do you 
think that, so far as the reclamation went, it was one which paid the 
outlay ?—I think it must have paid the outlay. 

16817. And similar reclamations elsewhere could be profitably made ?— 
I think so. 

16818. A question was put to you, but you did not give a very decided 
answer to it. Do you think that the crofter population could pay the 
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same rent for land that the lirge farmers pay?—Not at first. I say they LEWIS, 
could not perhaps pay it at first, but a graduated rent. When you plant „ 
a crofter in a new place, it will take two or three years before he gets a * 
fair stock. I do not think he could be able to pay the same rent by any Charles 
means at first, but I think in the course of time there would be no loss to Mackenzie 
proprietor. Macrae. 

16819. You mean that at first the crofter would have to incur consider­
able expense in building his house and improving his land?—Yes. 

I6fc>20. After the first seven years, let us say, do you think he could be 
in a position to pay the same rent which a large farmer pays?—Well, the 
crofters are of that opinion themselves. 

16821. You mentioned that it would be very desirable to have landing-
places and piers and shelter for boats about the island. How many of 
these places should there be ?—There should be one on the west side. There 
is one now constructing at Ness j and there should be one in Broad Bay. 

16822. There should be two at all events besides the one at Ness?— 
Perhaps three. 

16823. At whose cost should these be erected?—Well, it is expected 
by the estate that part of the money which has been given out in distribu­
tion would be repaid gradually and used for that purpose, but I should 
hope they will be effectually supported by Government and the Fishery 
Board, as in the case of Ness. 

16824. If advances were made for making piers, would there be any 
interest payable by the fishing population upon these ?—That would de­
pend upon the conditions upon which the money was given. 

16825. Would the fishing population be able to pay any interest on 
these advances ?—I do not know that they could at first. 

16826. And you think that these piers would have to be erected either 
by the proprietor or by Government—that the advances would have to be 
made gratuitously ?—I think so. 

16827. I do not quite understand how you propose to do away with the 
credit system on which the fishing is couducted. The curers now give 
advances to the people, because the people have no ready money, is that 
so?-—Yes. 

16828. And the people become iu consequence bound to fish for the 
curers ?—Yes. 

16829. How do you propose to get out of that system?—My idea is 
that the fishing system should be conducted like any other. If the curers 
choose to do it for their own interest, good and well; but why should a 
crew be started that has no claim upon the curer unless they have some 
provision themselves to start ? 

16S3O. Would you make it illegal to advance money to a crew?—I 
would not make it illegal. I believe iu some instances it is impossible for 
the fishermen to start otherwise, but there are so many faults to be found 
with the system in the way of affecting commercial integrity, that I think 
it would be proper that it should be undermined somehow. 

16831. I think there is a general opinion that the system is a bad sys­
tem, but I should like to know how the system is to be changed?—It 
might be changed by the fishermen having the fish paid for apart from 
any goods that might be obtained by them from the curers. 

16832. But if the curers are under advances to the fishermen already, 
the curers will always have the pull upon those fishermen?—Yes. It is 
very difficult to break up the system, because if the curers insisted upon 
Dayment of arrears the fishermen are quite in their power. The fault 
was in commencing the thing, and it is very difficult to break it up, but if 
it is possible it is very desirable. 

3z 
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LEWIS. 
WILLIAM MACKAY, Chamberlain on the Lewis Estates—re-examined. 

TORNOWAY. 

-w-illiam 16833. The Chairman.—You have a statement to make to the Commis-
Mackay. sion 1—Yes. I do not mean to reply to all that has beeu said either in 

the way of commenting on it or contradicting it. A great deil has been 
said that I know is not strictly accurate; aud there have been statements 
made that I cannot say whether they are correct or not. As I did in 
other parishes, I shall begin by giving a few statistics regarding the 
parish of Stornoway, and afterwards make a few general remarks ou 
matters connected with the management of the estate since it was ac­
quired by the late Sir James Matheson. Of the total area of the parish 
of Stornoway, not including the burgh of Stornoway and the town lands, 
there are 41,747 acres, let to the crofters at a rent of £2,491, Is. 6d., 
or at the rate of Is. l | d . per acre, and there is an area uuder nine arable and 
grazing farms—not including the home or manor farm—of 16,851 acres, 
the rent of which is £1102, 10s. 6d., equal to Is. 3Jd. per acre. The stock 
held by the crofters in 1882 was 2SO5 head of cattle, 5880 head of sheep, 
201 horses, and 32 pigs. The nine tacksmen have 202 head of cattle, 2007 
head of sheep, 29 horses, and 4 pigs. I may also give the stock of 1881, 
as there was a larger number of cattle and sheep sold in 1882 than there 
had been for some years. The crofters then had 3074 head of cattle, 
5732 sheep, 213 horses, and 27 pigs, and the tacksmen had 192 head of 
cattle, 2047 sheep, 28 horses, and 7 pigs. In both cases the respective 
rents were those already stated. The Commissioners have asked me to 
furnish them with a statement of the rental now and in 1S44. When Sir 
James Matheson bought the estate, the rental in 1844, exclusive of feu-
duties, but including salmon fishings and £200 for shootings, was £10,681, 
2s. 5d. This includes the statute labour and ' kain ' money, that was 
contributed by 2059 crofters—the number then in the island. The pre­
sent rental, according to the valuation roll of 1882-83, is as follows :— 

Industrial seminary, . . . . £15 0 0 
The patent slip, which I may say cost £6000, 

brings . . • . 
Gargnaline and Barvas hotels, . 

„ mills, . . . . 
House property in Stornoway, purchased by Sir 

James Matheson since 1844, 
Fishing store houses erected by Sir James, 
Salmon fishings, . . . . 
Shootings, . . . . . 
Fish-curing stations, including taxes, . 
Land rent, . . . . . 

Giving a total rental of . . . £ 1 8 , 1 6 3 5 8 

or an increase since 1844 of £7482. The land rental of that year was 
£10,256, in 1882 it was £12,713, being an iucrease on the land rental of 
£2457. I am at present unable to say how much of this increase is on 
crofters and how much on tacksmen, not haviug had time to make it up. 
But I find that in 1852, £365, 18s. l id . was charged against tacksmen a I 
interest on improvements, and £202, 5s. 3d. on crofters. Some of the lar^u 
farms as they were improved were for some time thereafter held by the 
proprietor, till he brought them into a proper state of cultivation, and 
thereafter let, so I am unable to show the total amount of interest charges 
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for improvements. The increase iu the land rental is, however, principally LEWIS. 
on tacksmen and on waste lands reclaimed, on which crofters were placed. 
Seventeen townships were partly reclaimed from waste land in different STOUNOWA 
parts of the island, and on these about £1500 were expended. Besides William 
these new townships, waste land was reclaimed and added to old townships, Mackay. 
It has been said that the land for these new townships was reclaimed from 
the crofters' pasture lands, and that the townships from which such land 
was taken received no reduction of rent. I have to explain, that after the 
land was reclaimed, the townships in the island were adjusted and allotted 
and rented anew at what they were considered worth. The rents in some 
cases were raised and in other cases reduced, and many of them were left 
at the rent they stood at in 1844. This readjustment and revaluation 
was done in 1849, 1850, and 1851, when Mr John Munro Mackenzie was 
factor, and in the work, he had the assistance of a practical farmer and a 
land surveyor. The whole island was relotted and rented at that t ime; 
and with this exception—that the statute labour and ' kain' money was 
included in the rent, instead of continuing to be levied as a separate pay­
ment. There has been no rise of rent since that period. There were in all 
890 acres of land reclaimed. Part of thi3 was added to existing holdings, 
which were entirely remodelled, and the remainder given to cottars or 
squatters in the townships to which the new land was attached. There 
was expended in the reclamation of waste lands and in building farm 
houses and offices £99,720. Of this sum there was expended on the 
reclamation of land given to crofters the following sums:—At Barvas, 
£1320 ; Shader, £ 9 4 4 ; Lionel, £ 3 7 2 ; Port of Ness, £ 2 4 ; Cross, £ 1 3 ; 
Eorodale, £17, 10s ; Breasclete, £ 2 0 2 ; Doune Carloway, £ 2 7 3 ; Carlo-
way, £ 2 6 0 ; South Shawbost, £52 ; F. P. Borve, £ 1 8 1 ; Mid Borve, £71 ; 
North Deli, £ 4 2 2 ; Newmarket, £676 ; Guershader, £ 8 5 ; Laxdale, £46 ; 
Jamesfield, £444, let now to the Sandwick tenants for £ 7 ; Steinish, 
£194 ; Knock, £ 2 1 4 ; North Galston, £615 ; Bayble, £576 ; Sheshader, 
£ 1 1 6 ; Aird, £ 1 0 4 ; Port Voller, £ 3 9 ; Bragor, £ 7 1 ; Arnol, £ 6 2 ; 
Brue, £ 8 1 ; Swainbost, £251 ; Habost (Ness), £137 ; Skegirster, £107 ; 
Portuaguirin, £100 ; Shinlishader, £269 ; Islinich, £95 ; Brenish 
£138 = 8471, 10s. It ha3 been stated here that the late Sir James 
Matheson never did anything for the island. Immediately after pur­
chasing this property Sir James' attention was directed to opening steam 
communication with Glasgow. He offered a premium of £500 to any ship­
owner in Glasgow that would put on a steamer, but no one accepted the 
offer. He then took shares in a steamer named the 'Falcon,' which then 
commenced to run between Stornoway and Ardrossan. Her career, 
however, was short, and she took fire and had to be scuttled. I may 
mention an incident which occurred at this time in connection with the 
burning of this vessel. The merchants by that time had begun to depend 
on getting their goods regularly by steamer, but when it so suddenly 
ceased to run, before they could order their supplies aud get them brought 
by a sailing vessel, the town of Stornoway had run out of almost everything. 
There was not one pound of tea or sugar or tobacco or snuff in the place. 
After the ' Falcon,' Sir James purchased the steamer ' Mary Jane,' and 
it was put on in 1845 to run between this town and Glasgow. This boat 
however, became too small, and in conjunction with the Duke of Suther­
land he got another vessel, called the ' Marquis of Stafford,' which was 
stipulated to call at Lochiuvar on its way from Stornoway to Glasgow. 
Sir James subsequently gave up his connection with the'Marquis of 
* Stafford,' and the steamer ' Islay' was put on by Mr Ramsay of Vuldal-
ton. Thereafter Messrs Daniel Hutcheson and Co. took up the trade 
which is carried on now so efficientlv by Mr MacBrayne. Before Sir 
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LEWIS. James ' t ime the island had been without any means of communication 
with the mainland, except a sailing mail packet to Poole we ouce or twice 

roKNQWAY. a x v e e j - ( -witri a steamer plying regularly once a week to Glasgow. The 
William inhabitants found in the south a ready market for their produce, and the 
Mackay. prices of everything rose, particularly eggs. After the ' Mary Jane ' was 

put on I have heard the merchants say tha t it was of such advantage to 
them tha t they could turn over their capital three times before their bills 
became due ; whereas formerly, when they depended on sailing vessels, their 
bills often became due before their goods arrived. The next thing I 
would like to refer to is what the late S ir James Matheson did for edu­
cation in the island. First of all, there was the 'Female Industrial 
' Seminary ' iu Stornoway, which was built and has since been kept up at 
the sole expense of Sir James and Lady Matheson. Besides this, there 
were new schools built at Knock, Borve, Lionel, and Bernera, and there 
were teachers paid a t Back, Shawbost, Callanish, Valtos, Balallan, 
Steiuish, and in other places, the names of which I canno t recollect at 
present Free education was given in these schools, bu t the attendance 
was so wretched tha t ultimately S ir James handed the schools over to the 
' E i i u b u r g h Ladies' Association,' but he continued to give a subscription 
for each school to t h e society, and Lady Matheson still does so. The 
total amount expended on schools and teachers' salaries up to 1870 was 
£11 ,680 . In 1844 there were about 45 miles of imperfectly formed 
roads in the is land; there are now 200 miles, which with bridges cost 
£ 2 5 , 5 9 3 . Even in 1845, of wheeled vehicles there was only one gig iu 
t h e whole island, now there are 87 taxed conveyances. Among many 
other things Sir James did for the benefit of the people, I may mention 
tha t he was the means of introducing water and gas to the town of Storno­
way. H e expended in making the patent slip, £ 6 0 0 0 ; curing houses, 
£ 1 0 0 0 ; on bulls for the improvement of the crofters 'stock, £ 1 2 0 0 ; a 
quay for the steamer at Stornoway, £ 2 2 2 5 ; chemical works, £33 ,000 , 
and though tha t was not a profitable speculation for the proprietor, it 
afforded employment for a good many people. The Rev. Mr Angus 
Maciver stated that he did not know of anything that Sir Jame3 and Lady 
Matheson had done for the parish of U ig, except to give a £ 1 0 subscrip­
t ion to the building of a church a t Beruera, and some clothes, shoes, and 
meal to the poor. I th ink the making of roads and bridges in U ig was 
of some benefit to the parish. There were also schools upheld by Sir 
James at Valtos, at Bernera, and at Callanish, and besides the grants ho, 
gave to the ' E d i n b u r g h Ladies ' Assoc ia t ion ' fo r other schools in the 
parish. There has been a large sum of money expended on Morsgeil 
forest ; and from £ 5 0 0 to £ 8 0 0 are annually expended in upholding the 
place, which gives employment to people in U ig. The building of the 
lodge a t U i g also gave employment to not a few people, it having been 
constructed of concrete, for which skilled labour was not required. 1 
may also mention that Mr Maciver himself was one of the teachers paid 
by S ir James for many years at Shawbos t ; and it is perhaps no t going too 
far to say tha t thereby Mr Maciver was enabled, in some measure at least, 
to prosecute his studies for the ministry and attain to the position which 
he now holds. I venture to say that a gentleman iu Mr Maciver's position, 
before making t h e remarks h e did on this subject, might have taken some 
pains to acquaint himself with the exact facts of the case. I t was stated 
by many of the delegates Avho appeared before the Commissioners that 
the crofters of the Lewis were in a much more comfortable condition and 
better off many years ago than they are now. I find, however, in Sir 
John Sinclair's Statistical Account, published in 1797, that the minister 
of Stornoway of that day says—' Some of the land about the town 
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' is let for 36s. par acre yearly. . . . There are about twelve large farms in LEWIS. 
' the parish, and what portion of them is not occupied by the tacksman 
* himself is let to sub-tenants, who pay to him each person from £1 , 10s. STQRNQWA-
' to £ 3 of yearly rent, and twelve days' service. Many of these sub-tenants "William 
1 are employed in fishing ling, which they sell to their masters at 5d. each, Mackay. 
1 engaging on board the herring-busses at £1 per month; in manufacturing 
' kelp at £ 1 , 10s. per ton, and working at road making and other labour 
' at 8d. a any. By these means and the produce of the soil they are 
' enabled to pay their rents, and procure a tolerable subsistence.' He also 
says—' In uo season is the produce of the parish sufficient to maintain its 
' inhabitants, who would often be in danger of suffering through want, 
' were it not for the extensive importation of meal to Stornoway.' Again 
he says—- The inhabitants of this islaud might live in comfortable circum-
' stances, were it not for the frequent and heavy rains which fall in it at all 
' seasons of the year, and more especially in harvest, whereby the hopes of 
' husbandmen are often blasted, and the fruit of his toil and industry lost.' 
As to wages, he says—'The wages of men-labourers are 8d. a day without 

* meat, aud 6d. with two meals of meat and a dram; women 6d. a day, 
1 or 4d. with two meals of meat; man-servants for farm-work from £2 to £ 5 
' per annum, and two pairs of shoes at 7s. For women-servants from 10s. 
1 to 20s. and two pairs of shoes at 6s. Herds for looking after cattle from 
' 6 merks to 8s., with two pairs of shoes and other small perquisites.' The 
prices of cattle were from 30s. to £ 3 per head. Beef was sold in Stornoway at 
Hd. to 3d. per pound, mutton at 5s. and 6s. per wedder; sheep 3s., 4s., and 
4s, 6d. each; lambs Is. 8d. and 2s. each. Butter, 12s. and 14s. per stone; 
cheese, 4s. and 5s. per stone; fowls, 4d. to 6d. each. In a supplement to 
this account of Stornoway, written by another hand, it is said—'The parish 
' never supplies itself with sufficiency of provisions, and always imports 
' a great deal from Caithness, Berwick, &c, and is at this time (1796) in 
' great distress, without the probability of a speedy supply.' Again he says— 
'The people are not fond of a military life, but early habit reconciles them 

* to seafaring, and from that element they derive their chief subsistence. 
' The common people in this island marry very early, and when death 
' separates them, if the surviving party—whether male or female—finds it 
' convenient to engage a second or third time in this state, some of them 
' remain a few weeks, and some only a few days in widowhood. So that 
' grief for the loss of husband or wife is an affliction little known among 
' the lower classes of the people here. A woman in this country, whose 
' husband accidentally shot himself, settled her contract of marriage in the 
' way she thought fit before the body of her late husband was interred, 
' and she married next day after she had performed the last duty to the 
' deceased.' In the same book, statistics are given by which the stock of 
the island of that day may be compared with what it is now. In Barvas 
in 1796, in the whole of the parish, it was calculated there were 1O5O 
horses, 2670 black cattle, and 3392 sheep ; while now the crofters' stock 
numbered 549 horses, 3591 head of cattle, and 14,238 sheep. The 
horses then sold on an average for £2, 10s.; cows and stots at £2 5s.; and 
sheep at 3s. In the parish of Lochs the stock was 2488 black cattle, 
4000 sheep, and 348 horses. There were now held by the crofters alone 
50 horses, 3392 head of cattle, and 11,132 head of sheep. The whole 
stock in Uig teas 3562 cattle, 5044 sheep, and 682 horses. To-day the 
crofters have 2386 cattle, 8097 sheep, and 20 horses. The minister of 
this parish also states that the parish never supplied itself with a sufficiency 
of provisions. From these extracts, it can hardly be said that the Lewis 
was in such a prosperous state long ago as many delegates have represented. 
Even at that time, with a small population, the crofters appear to have 
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been in poor circumstances, and not unfrequcntly in a state of destitution. 
I have already mentioned that the island was lotted and rented in 1849, 
1850, and 1851, and I believe that if each crofter had held by his croft 
as he then got it, and not have subdivided it with his sous, they would 
have been, comparatively speaking, comfortably off, to what they are now. 
Everything possible was done to prevent this subdivision of crofts. Many 
were served with summonses of removal for allowing their sons and 
daughters to squat ou their croft, though these were not enforced. In 
some cases the son was obliged to pull down the house he had built, and 
go and live with his father again. Notwithstanding, in the course of a 
year or two, he would commence to build a second house; but the difficulty 
was, if we had obliged him to pull down the house again, what were we tu 
do with him, for we could not drive him out of the Lewis. In my opinion, 
were there free emigration, this subdivision of crofts might be prevented, 
but not otherwise. Frequent complaints have been made about new 
crofters being placed in townships; what frequently occurred was this—• 
a number of young married men would apply to the factor, and some­
times to the proprietor, to give them waste land outside the township— 
and waste such land too often was, in every sense of the word, as the 
surface was removed to form bedding to their cows. The crofters in thu 
township would support this application, urging, possibly, that thu 
applicants were their relatives, and that they would earn their living by 
fishing if they had even the site of a house. Now the original crofters 
make it a grievance that the application was granted. This policy was, in 
my judgment, a mistake. Very frequently, while driving along a road, 
strangers think that the land outside the villages could be cultivated, 
forgetting all the while that such as it was, it was the pasture of the 
original crofters ; and that to place additional crofters on it, was to put 
on additional stock upon the ground. The crofters themselves, in reply to 
such an argument as that, would say that their sons and their daughters 
were already on them, were married, and had families and stock, 
and that by putting them on waste lands outside the township 
they would not increase the stock more than there was on the ground. 
There was one such case in the parish of Ness, where some twenty young 
men applied for land in this way. I t was represented that they were 
fishermen, and only required a site for a house and land to keep a cow 
each. They were fishermen, but to-day they are amongst the poorest in 
Ness. Delegates from the township of Lionel complained of new crofters 
being placed in Adabrock, but they took no objection at the time, and 
supported the application in every way. I stated in the parish of Uig, 
that I never heard of any complaint from any one in the parish of being 
highly rented. But I had a complaint from the township of Balallan, in 
the parish of Lochs, and I referred the matter to two practical men—one 
chosen by the people and the other by myself. They accordingly valued 
the place. At the same time, I added to the township a considerable 
stretch of moorland pasture formerly attached to the farm of Valtos, the 
farmer having given it up, as it was surrounded by crofters, and he could 
make no use of i t ; aud the result of the valuation, with the Valtos 
moor added, was a rise of rent of £11 . There was also a deduction of 
rent given to the township of Limervag, in the same parish. I may say 
that I am at all times quite prepared to refer the rental of any township 
to the judgme.it of any two practical men. Angus Macarthur, the 
delegate from Kirkibost, Bernera, stated that Kirkibost was a very dear 
place, and that he understood that they were paying £ 3 0 more than the 
tacksman. Now that is not the case. In 1827 Kirkibost was let for 
£ 1 3 ^ , and it has n >t been let for less until it was given for £120 to the 
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crofters, who had, in addition, a right the tacksman of Kirkibost never LEWIS. 
had, namely, of grazing a certain number of stock on the mainland. 
One might also infer from tha t delegate's statement that they were forced S T O R N ' W A 

to go to Kirkibost, bu t that is not the case. They applied for it, and did William 
not consider it dear at the time. I have in other instances, where it Mackay. 
could be done, added to the pasture of the crofters. W h e n the farm of 
Aignish was out of lease, a portion of it was added to the township of 
Garrabost, another portion was given to Melbost and Branadine, and I also 
give to Melbost a pasture park formerly held by John Macrae, a mason. 
I likewise added to the township of Holm pasture land, when the farm 
of Holm was out of lease. I added another portion of the same farm to 
Sandwickhill, and likewise a piece of Mossend farm and Jamesfield. 
George Macaulay, the delegate from Hacklete, stated t h a t the township 
would not support more than half of the people now in it. Some of the 
crofters in Hacklete were once in Croir, and were removed from the latter 
place at their own request. There were something like ten crofters in 
Croir and as many cottars. Wel l , when these were removed to Hacklete, 
they considered tha t it was too big for them, and that it would accommo­
date more tenants, and accordingly four or six families were taken from 
the township of Jobson and placed with them. H a d the people of 
Hacklete no t expressed a desire to have those crofters in the township, 
the other four or six would not have been brought in. They only paid 
the rent charged when the former tacksman had it. Neil Maclennan, 
delegate from Breasclete Park, stated tha t they were formerly in Reef, 
that they had no arrears, and that there was no reason for their removal ; 
now, the reason for the removal of the people of Reef was that the 
people were deeply in arrears, and that the soil was light and sandy, unfit 
for cultivation, but suitable for permanent pasture. For the same reason, 
viz., arrears of rent, the township of Carnish was also cleared. In fact, 
i t may be said that all the townships cleared were so treated because of 
so many of the people being in arrears of rent, and because the land was 
unsuitable for crofters. I t cannot be said with truth tha t any were 
forced to emigrate, for when it was arranged tha t a township was to be 
cleared, only those who were willing to go abroad were sent, the others 
were provided with crofts vacated in other parts of the island by parties 
emigrating. Nor th Galston crofters applied for aid to emigrate, and a 
ship was engaged to take off a number of people in the townsh ip ; bu t 
when it came to about the time for them to leave, many declined to go, 
and in order to fill up the ship which had been chartered, people were 
taken from other townships in the island. Those who did not emigrate 
from Galston had vacant crofts given them in other townships. I t was 
likewise stated that some of those who emigrated were not weU off. Now, 
I know that there were several letters sent from them, to Sir J ames 
Matheson, thanking him for having sent them to America, and stating how 
comfortable they were. I believe that those letters are now in my office, 
though I could not lay my hands on them, bu t if I get them I will send 
them to the Commissioners. There were four tenants removed from 
Reef to Breasclete Park. There are now ten families there. Neil 
Maclennan, the delegate, was a son of one of those crofters, and the croft 
of his deceased father is now shared b y three sons and their mother . 
This delegate is a shoemaker, and at first he applied for a site for a house 
in which to carry on his trade. W h e n he got this, he and the other 
members of the family divided the croft among them. Murdoch 
Macdonald, the delegate from Jobson, said tha t a dyke was built between 
them and Bosta, where their burying place is, bu t tha t there is no gate 
on the road, and that they had to carry the dead over the wall. I h ive 



1096 Highlands-and Islands Commission. 

LEWIS. to say that the burying ground is not in Bosta, but in Little Bernera, and 
that there is a public road across the island to Croir, where they take 

-ORNOWAY. fer ry t o Littie Bernera. The public road is quite close to them, and 
William there is no occasion for them crossing the dyke at all. But they 
Mackay. think they should always go that way, because the fishermen in rough 

weather, when they land at Bosta, come over the wall for a short cut. 
Then as to the burying ground at Eye. The delegate from Steinish 
stated that the road to the burying ground at Aignish was closed up. 
Now, there never was a public road through the farm of Melbost to Aignish 
That is just another ' short cut' to take instead of going round by the 
ordiuary road. Malcolm MacPhail, South Shawbost, stated that there were 
twice as many in that township paying rent to-day as there were when he 
first began to do so, and that people had been crowded in upon them from 
Dallbeg. Well, iu 1819, Dallbeg was let on lease for £52, and South 
Shawboft was relotted and rented to thirty-seven tenants at the same 
time, at what it was considered worth. The boundaries and marches are 
still the same. In 1881 there were thirty-seven teuants and eighteen squat­
ters in the township. As to the cow taken from him by the ground officer 
as overstock, for which he only got £2, though it was worth £ 6 , 1 cannot, 
without the date, trace if there is such an entry in the books, but 
I am inclined to doubt the statement that at that time a crofter's 
cow would fetch £6. The crowding in this township arises from 
the subdivision of crofts by the crofters themselves, against the regu­
lations of the estate. John Nicolsou's statement about the woman 
and her house being pulled down is not correct in all its particulars. She, 
and her mother-in-law, it appears, could not agree, and her husband and she 
went to live in the barn. Her husband was warned not to occupy the 
barn as a dwelling house, but to live with his mother, but notwithstanding 
that the use of the barn was not discontinued. When the ground officer 
went to the place the woman was with her mother-in-law. The barn had 
the appearance of having been occupied. There was a fire in it, and there 
was communication between the main house and the barn. An outdoor had 
evidently been nearly closed up with turf, on learning that the ground 
officer wa3 to be there. The fire was extinguished, and the parties v 
told that they must not occupy the barn, but the barn was not.' pulled 
down, and the man and his wife are there to-day. Many say that this 
system of squatting should and could be prevented, but when an attempt 
is made to enforce the rules of the estate a ' hue and cry' is immediately 
raised about the cruelty and oppression of evictions. It should be men­
tioned that the woman referred to was the delegate's own daughter. A 
delegate from one of the Shawbosts stated that a man in his township had 
to pay £ 5 for the arrears of the outgoing tenant. A man, Malcolm Mac­
lean, was £25, 16s. 7d. in arrears, and was warned to remove. Kenneth 
MacPhail came forward and offered to pay £ 5 for the house and crop then 
on the ground if he got the lot. He accordingly did so on payment of £ 5 , 
and the balance of arrears (£20 , 16s. 7d.) was wiped off as irrecoverable. 
MacPhail thereafter built a house for himself and Ìeft MacLean to occupy 
the old house. In like manner Colin Macaulay in 1871 got Widow Cath­
erine MacLean's oroft, and for the house and crop laid down in the spring 
of 1871 he paid £ 3 . Another case referred to was that of Donald Mac­
donald, Fevig (Bragor). This "man and his step-mother, Widow Christina 
Macaulay, were joint-tenants on a croft rented at £3 , and when his step­
mother died there were £11 , 8s. 2d. of arrears, for which as joint-tenants 
he was as much responsible as the widow. Macdonald became sole occupier 
of the lot, but it was arranged that instead of pressing for immediate pay­
ment, the man should pay it up by instalments of £ 1 annually. In 
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supplement of what I have said as to what Sir James did for the island, LEWIS. 
there are just one or two things more which I should like to mention. I 
forgot to mention, when speakiug of the ' Mary Jane ' and the ' Marquis 01''N0WA 

' of Stafford' steamers, that Sir James' loss by these was £15,000. Sir William 
James was also the means of getting postal communication by steamer Mackay, 
from Ullapool five times instead of twice a week. His loss by that con­
tract was £16,800. He also endowed 'The Nicolson Educational Insti-
' tution' with a sum sufficient to produce an annual income of £35, besides 
giving them a free site. I might also mention Lady Matheson's contribu­
tion of £1500 to the Ness harbour and £1500 to the destitution fund. 
I do not think it is worth while to take up the time of the Commission in 
seriously considering the statements made by Mr Morisou, the Land League 
delegate here on Saturday. 

16834. Have you anything further to add to that paper?—I may state 
that the total area of island, exclusive of foreshore and water, is 404,476 
acres; deduct for forests, 34,747; deduct again for farms, arable and 
grazing, 124,763; glebes, 2573; parks, including home farm and round 
about aud town here, 1559; leaves 240,834 acres in the possession of 
crofters. The rental of that is £8463, being at the rate of 8|d. per acre. 
I have only to add further, that the public burdens in 1880—poor rates, 
school rates, sanitary and public health, county assessments, property and 
income tax, stipends, and so on—amounted to £ 5 0 5 1 ; 1881, £437° 
1882, £4623. 

16835. Professor J/achinnon.—What were they in 1844 ?—Under £700 . 
16836. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—You have told us that the reut per 

acre of land under crofters is 8Jd., but you have not told us what is the 
rate per acre on the remaining 163,000]—I have not got that noted. 

1G837. Which is the most valuable land—the land represented by the 
240,000 acres or the land represented by the 163,000 ?—Well, there is 
some good and some bad in both, but the larger proportiou of what is 
under the grazing farms is not of great value. 

16838. Is or is not the cream of the island outside the crofters' posses­
sions ?—Not on what I call sheep farms, apart from the arable farms about 
the town of Stornoway. 

16839. How long have you been chamberlain1?—Eight years. 
1G84O. How long have you been a resident in the island?—Thirty-eight 

years. 
16841. Have you been all that time connected with the estate ?—With 

the exception of two or three years,—I mean that I was not in the chamber­
lain's office for two or three years. 

16842. But for thirty-five years you have been either in the cham­
berlain's office or chamberlaiu ?—Yes. 

16S43. You were there during the whole time of the late chamberlain, 
your predecessor, Mr Munro ?—Yes. 

16844. You have given us some extracts from the Statistical Account 
of 1796. Are you aware that there is a later edition ?—Yes, I am aware 
of that. 

16845. Did you compare the statements in the later edition with those 
in the former ?—I had not time to do so. 

16846. Are you aware that they vary very much,—I refer to the 
general statement for 1833 to 1842 ?—I did not read that one. 

16847. You told us that the number of acres reclaimed and given to 
crofters amounted altogether over the island to 890 acres ?—Not the whole 
of it. 

16848. How much of the 890 acres of reclaimed land was given to 
crcfters ?—I cannot say. 
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16849. The half of it 1—Scarcely. 
16S5O. Have you any idea what the average cost per acre would be 

of the reclamation so as to arrive at an approximation ?—I have not made 
it up. 

16851. Would it probably go from £ 1 0 to £ 2 0 ?—Some would, but a 
large proportion of it would be less. 

Ì6852. Would you said £15 1—Yes. 
16853. What I want to get at is this, what really has been expended, 

as it may be called, for benefit of the crofters ? There has beeu £99,000 
expended by Sir Jame3 altogether, but I want to arrive at what was the 
amount expended by the proprietor upon those lands that are now in the 
possession of the crofters'?—£1500. 

16854. That is for new townships?—New townships. 
16855. Is that all?—Well, there is some done upon old townships, but 

not a great deal. 
16856. Would there be as much again as other £1500 on the other 

townships ?—It would not exceed that. 
16857. You take credit for £25,000 having been spent by Sir James 

upon roads, but, according to the testimony of almost all the delegates, 
the sum of 5s. has been placed upon them for road money, which is paid 
to this day in the form of rent ?—That is statute labour, but it is not 
included in the £25,000. They pay it either in labour or money. 

16858. Upon what roads was that statute labour expended?—Princi­
pally in making township roads for the crofters. 

16859. But surely that has expired long ago ?—Not now. 
16860. But you are charging them 5s. ?—It is included in the rental. 
16861. I must ask you some questions about the statistics you gave at 

Uig. I want to ascertain a point with regard to a road as to which a great 
complaint was made by the people, and also about the position of the 
school. What were the circumstances under which the school was placed 
where it is at Uig ?—The first School Board had selected a site to the 
west of the church. The school was contracted for to be built there, and 
at the time of commencing operations it turned out that the site was upon 
the glebe, and it could not be built there. The board had to selct 
another site. A committee,of the board was appointed to select a site, 
and they did so by selecting a site some 200 or 300 yards to the east of 
the church. 

16862. Is that the present site?—That is the present sit?. 
16863. Was the board unanimous about the alteration?—They were 

not. 
16864. Did this alteration postpone the building of the school for a 

considerable period ?—I don't think it did. 
16865. Did you lose a year's Government grant in consequence of the 

delay that took place?—No, the school was contracted for on the glebj 
site, and the board could not change the site—that is, to put it further 
from the road—without paying compensation to the contractor. 

16566, About the constitution of the board; you are chairman, I believe, 
of all the boards ?—Yes. 

16567. And I think you stated at Uig that you did not think the 
representatives of the crofting interest in Uig were people who gave very 
much assistance in the conduct of the business of the board ?—Yes. 

16868. Are you aware that some of the present teachers in Uig are the 
children of crofters ?—Yes, I know two of them who are. 

16869. Is there a member of the School Board at present who cannot 
read or write ?—I don't think there is. 

16870. Do you not think that it would be an advantage to have on the 
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board some representative of the crofting interest who pay half at least, if LEWIS, 
not more, of the rates ?—Well, I don't see they would do much good. 

16871 . Can you tell me the number of townships in the parish of U i g STORNOWAY. 
•A-hich have been depopulated and the crofters removed ? Am I safe in \villiam 
saying there were forty townships ?—Not in S ir J ames ' day. Mackay. 

16872. But can you say there were forty townships once in existence 
and not there now ?—I canno t say. 

16873. How often are the paupers of U i g paid their allowances?— 
Every two months, I think. 

16874. Are you sure it is not every three months ?—It may b e ; some 
of the parishes are two months and some three. 

16875. Have any complaints reached your ear about the doctor at U i g ? 
—Not of late, but there were some time ago. 

16876. Did you take means to put tha t right so far as you could?—I 
took this means, that I wished the people to pu t in a formal complaint to 
the board, but it never came. 

16877. And you have not heard any complaint recently %•—Not recently. 
16878. There was a complaint made about a road. Wil l you explain 

how it was that you changed the road which had been at one time agreed 
to be made in U ig with some of the destitution money ?—"Well, the road 
is not made yet, but the difference betweeu us is jus t as to the line of the 
road. Mr M ' lver , I believe, was for one line, and I was for another. 
That is all the difference, if it ever should be made. 

16879. Did you yourself refuse any meal to people in the parish of 
U ig when they came to you on any occasion and under any circum­
stances ?—I did. 

16880. Will you explain w h y ? — W h a t is referred to, I suppose, is the 
township of Kneep . There is a large fence between the township of 
Kneep and the township of Reef, which was blown down partly by a gale. 
I sent men to repair it, but what was built dur ing the day would be 
knocked down during the night. I t continued so for some time. I offered 
these people who applied for meal tha t they should go and work a t th i s 
dyke, and I would pay them for it, bu t till they did so I would not give 
them meal. 

16881. Were you aware at the time that they were in absolute destitu­
tion ?—No, I do not believe they were. 

16882. You did no t consider so at the t ime?—No. 
16883. And you have net now been made aware tha t they were?—No , 

I have not. 
16884. W a s there any talk among those in authori ty who had the 

distribution of this destitution money that if it were paid back by the people 
: t should be used for the purpose of emigration?—There was a talk as to 
what it should be applied to at the first public meeting, but the committee 
have not resolved upon anything. I t has been left with the committee 
for future consideration as to what should be done with the money if any 
p i r t of it is paid back. 

16885. N o resolution has been come to ?—Not yet. 
16886. Are you aware tha t a good deal of dissatisfaction has prevailed 

with regard to the way the money was distributed in the different parts 
of the island ?—I quite believe that. 

16887. You are the chairman of the fund?—Yes. 
16888. You, of course, could not see to the personal application of it 

yourself ?—I have seen to the distribution of it. 
16889. Personally?—Yes. 
16S9O. Did you refuse anybody at a l l ?—I have refused many. 
16891 . Why?—Because I knew they did not require it at the time. 

file:///villiam
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LEWIS. I had the assistance of others. I had the assistance of the inspector of 
poor, and the ground officer of the district, and any member of the com-

STQRNOWAT. mittee who liked to be present. 
William 16S92. Did you give às much as nine or ten boll3 to single families?— 
Mackay. I did. 

16893. And many got nothing?—It Ì3 precious few who got not' ng 
at all in the island. 

16894. What is your opinion generally about the state of Uig? Do 
you consider that the people are very ill off there, or the reverse?—There 
are many very ill off there during this year. 

16895. Are the rents pretty well paid?—Not so well as ordinarily. 
16S96. Are you aware that people have borrowed money to pay their 

rents ?—I am not aware, but there may be such cases. 
16897. Are yonr regulations so stringent about the payment of rent 

that people are obliged to resort to every shift to bring their rent ?—Well, 
I must get in the rents. 

16898. I suppose you have no such regulation a3 we have heard of in 
Skye, that no payment to account will be taken ?—Oh, no; we are glad 
to take a payment to account. 

16899. You have no farm yourself?—-I never had au acre. 
16900. May I take it for granted that you have no interest in any of 

the t icksmen ?—No interest whatever. 
16901. With regard to the present position of the property, it is life-

rented by Lady Matheson ?—It is. 
16902. With a destination to another individual?—Yes. 
16903. Who pays for the expenditure of the estate or any improvements 

of a permanent character that need to be done, or is anything paid?— 
There is nothing paid unless Lady Matheson likes to do it. 

16904. Then the position at this moment is that the liferentrix may 
draw all the rent, and is not responsible for any outgoing?—She is 
responsible for the ordinary upholding of the premises on the estate. 

16905. But nothing can be expended?—She can expend what she 
likes. 

16906. Bat there is no obligation or press are of estate interests is t' ere 
is upon an ordinary proprietor?—No. 

16907. And no power to enforce it?—No. 
16908. Has the expenditure to a great extent ceased upon the property ? 

—I t has. 
16909. Did Sir James use to expenl the full rental on the estate?— 

Yes, and a great deal more. 
16910. That is not so now?—No; I believe he never pocketed a penny 

apart from the occupancy of the castle and the home farm. He spent the 
whole rental and a great deal more. Even now Lady Matheson would 
not pocket a penny off the Lewis estates were it not for the shooting 
rents. 

16911. Can you explain how it is that the burdens have risen so 
enormously from £700 to £4600? The rent is only doubled, so at the 
most the burdens should be under £2000 ?—There was no poor rate in 
1844, no school rate, and no road assessment. 

1G912. And these have unfortunately turned out to be excessively 
high in all the parishes?—They have been excessively high during the 
years I have mentioned. 

16913. With regard to your teachers, how is it that so few teachers 
who teach Gaelic have been appointed in your schools ?—Because we are 
glad to get teachers whether they have Gaelic or not. It is very difficult 
to get teachers to come to this part. 
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16914. Do you put in to your advertisements when you ask for LEWIS, 
teachers, what is very common, that Gaelic is an essential, or is considered 
a great qualification?—We generally pu t in tha t Gaelic would be a TOBHOWA 

recommendation. William 
16915. But still you have not got a n y ? — W e have some teachers, I Mackay, 

think, who have Gaelic. 
16916. Can you say how many teachers in the island have got 

Gaelic ?—No ; there are some, bu t I cannot say how many. 
16917. Have you Gaelic yourself?—A sort of it. 
16918. Now, we are well aware of the great sums of money that have 

been laid out on the estate in one way or other, but I have no t yet been 
able to get from you anything tha t has been done for the direct benefit 
of the crofters in the way of expenditure, except a sum of £ 1 5 0 0 for new 
townships, and a similar sum given for old townships, and except the 
money spent on roads and bridges?—Aud schools, and storehouses at 
different places to enable the fish-curers to prosecute the fishing. 

16919. But rent is paid for those curing stores?—Yes, but if there 
were no storehouses there would be no fishing. 

16920 . With regard to the schools that have now become sunk in the 
board schools, what may have been laid out on them,—on the buildings 
and on the teachers?—I would not like to give figures. 

16921. Would there be £ 5 0 0 0 laid out on the buildings ?—Not so 
much as that. 

16922. Would the annual allowances to the teachers amount to 
£ 3 0 0 a year ?—About £ 2 0 0 or £ 2 5 0 . 

16923. And probably the teachers have got croftland around their 
schoolhouses ?—Some of them have crofts, bu t not all. 

16924. Are you not aware tha t the state of the Lewis generally in the 
eyes of the public is critical ?—Yes. 

16925. In fact, you have so stated in public?—Yes. 
16926. And you have been obliged to go in consequence of that to 

seek aid from other quarters ,—no doubt a most painful duty to you. 
Can you make any suggestion, whether agreeable or no t to those who 
hear you?—Well , I ascribe the present destitute state of the island to 
squatting or subdivision of crofts, and for tha t I know no remedy but 
emigration, and quays and harbours in several parts of the islands. 

16927. You want quays and harbours, and emigration. Are you in 
favour of giving the people a chance of enlarging their crofts on some 
of the tacks as the leases fall out ?—Not enlarging the crofts, but enlarging 
the pastures. I don't believe they could pay for large crofts of arable 
land, or that they could work them. 

16928. Would you like to see their pasture improved?—Yes, to 
increase their pasture. 

16929. I t was stated to us by Dr Macrae tha t he thought some land 
might be taken in on the west side of the road leading down to the Ness. 
W h a t do you say to tha t idea?—A good deal has been done there by 
reclaiming land outside the township, but I consider it was a very great 
mistake. I t interfered with the old crofters tha t were below the road. 
A t one time there was no croft o u t i d e the road from Galston to the Bu t t 
on the right hand side going towards the Butt . They commenced to 
reclaim lands there, and placed squatters here in the old township. I 
think that was a mistake, in this respect, tha t it reduced the pasture of 
the original crofters, and placed these crofters between them and the 
moor pasture. Instead of reclaiming it for new crofters, it should have 
been reclaimed for the original crofters, so as to enlarge their lots. 

16930. You think it would be a proper step to enlarge the crofts of 
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those already there ?—Only in that district, because they have horses and 
they plough the land, but there are many districts where no plough can 
ever be. 

16931. Do you think that by doing that they would be enabled to 
leave out a portion under grass, so as to recover itself ?—Well, they might 
do that. 

16932. Is that one of the principal hardships or grievances they suffer 
under, that the land is running out through not having rest?—There is 
no doubt the laud would be better of having a portion left out in grass. 

16933. Is it not the fact that as you go along on the road to Knock, 
where there are now beautiful fields of grass, that was all bog at one 
time, or mostly so ?—That was reclaimed long ago. 

16934. But still it was originally bog land?—It is quite possible it 
was. 

16935. Is there any reason why a great deal more of that should not 
be taken in by small crofters, who can do it much cheaper than the pro­
prietor can ?—Well, they could not do it without being paid for it. They 
could not do much of themselves. 

16936. Don't you think that if the landlord or anybody else fenced it 
for them, they would do all the rest themselves?—I don't think they 
could do so at present, in their present circumstances. 

16937. You were to give us a statement of the different points round 
the island where you think quays or harbours would be suitable. You 
have not prepared that yet ?—No. 

16938. The Chairman.—Have not the crofters spare time at a portion 
of the year? Do they fish between January and sowing time?—They fish 
in the spring, of course. 

16939. Then they are at present occupied throughout the year, and 
have no odd time on their hands ?—Not the fishermen. 

16940. You have been speaking of an expenditure of £1500 on the 
crofts, but your paper makes the expenditure £8470 ; which is the 
correct figure, £8470 or £1500?—That was to 1853. 

16941. Then up to 1853 £8400 had been expended on crofters?—Yes. 
16942. And since then there has been more expended?—Yes, but not 

much. 
16943. There has been a question about the representatives of the 

crofters on the School Board. Although there are not many of the crofter 
class on the board, are not the members representatives of the crofters ? 
They have been elected in the usual way ?—Yes. 

16944. Have there been contests in the parishes?—There have been. 
16945. Do the crofters form a majority of the electors ?—They do in 

most parishes. 
16946. Therefore, though the members are not crofters, they are in 

point of fact crofters' representatives ?—Yes. 
16947. With regard to Kneep, where you refused to give relief except 

in return for employment, if the crofters had accepted this employment, 
how long would they have had to go on working before they received 
relief?—If they were even three days working they would be paid for it. 

16948. Therefore, the offer of employment was in poiut of fact equal 
to an offer of relief ?—It was applied as a test. 

16949. In the statistics which you have given us you have not referred 
to the arrears on this property. Can you state what the arrears of rent are 
at the present time?—The arrears of rent at 31st December last amounted 
to £6753. 

16950. Can you tell me what they were twenty years ago1?—I believe 
they would be a great deal more. 
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16951. Then the arrears are. being gradually reduced?—Well, twenty LEWIS, 
years ago we were purging the roll, as it were. „ " 

16952. And the £6753 will stand as a sort of average, year after year J 
now ?—Yes. William 

16953. What is the average remission of arrears of rent?—It is not Mackay, 
remitted every year, but perhaps every three years. 

16954. Is it a growing quantity or a diminishing quantity?—Since I 
took charge, I think it has diminished. 

16955. Are you applying more pressure to recover rents than used to , 
be employed ?—No, I am not. I mean that I have no more summonses, 
but I perhaps ask it oftener. 

16956. They are not threatened with eviction more frequently than 
they used to be?—No, but they are told when they are two years past due, 
and third year running, that they must quit. 

16957. Is it your practice to carry out that rule?—No, I have not 
carried it out. 

16958. Then what I want to arrive at is this,—judging by their 
arrears of rent, do you think the circumstances of the people are 
improving or deteriorating ?—I don't think they are improving. There are 
a greater number of poor people among them now than there used to be. 

16959. Mr Cameron.—We have heard a good deal about evictions—not 
so much in evidence given before us as in the public newspapers; can 
you state anything with regard to evictions during the time of your con­
nection with the estate ?—Some have been deprived of land on account of 
arrears. For instance, when I began to take charge there was one tenant 
who had not paid a penny for twenty-five years. 

16960. How many years is it generally the practice to allow arrears of 
rent to run before measures are taken to evict a tenant ?—My instructions 
from Sir James were that when two years were past due, and the third 
year was running, the tenant must quit. 

16961. Have any evictions taken place on a wholesale scale connected 
with the estate ?—Not since I had to do with it—not for the last eight 
years. 

16962. Has anything of that kind taken place during the last twenty 
years?—No, except the emigration from the townships that were cleared. 
A proportion of the people of these townships emigrated. 

16963. "What became of the remainder?—They were provided with 
bigger crofts in other parts—in this new land that was taken in. 

16964. How were the people selected for emigration? Were they 
taken according to the age of the head of the family, or how ?—I cannot 
speak about the townships that were cleared during Mr Munro Mackenzie's 
time, but the only township cleared during Mr Munro's time was that of 
North Galston or New Galston, and there was a petition from the people 
asking to be sent to America. 

16965. Do you know whether that petition was largely signed or not? 
—I cannot say. 

16966. But it was considered bona fide at the time?—It was. 
16967. How were the people selected for emigration'?—It was understood 

they were all to go, and a vessel was engaged to take them to America; 
but many of them latterly refused to go after agreeing to go, and they were 
taken from any township or any place. Any person who was willing to go 
was taken in order to fill up, and those who refused to go were placed in 
the crofts that were vacated-

16968. I gather from that statement that the emigration was purely 
voluntary?—It was voluntary at first, but no doubt every means was 
brought to bear upon them to go after they had agreed to go. 
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LEWIS. 1G9G9. And this place was made a tack of?—It was added to the farm 
—'— r of Galston. 

roRNow AY. 16970. Were there any other wholesale clearances during the time you 
William remember? I think you stated that during your occupancy of the office 
Mackay. of chamberlain there had been none at all ?—That is so. 

16971. But during the time you remember were there any others?— 
Yes, there were Reef, and Carinish, and North Tolsta. 

16972. Do you think this clearance at Galston has had any effect in 
making the people unwilling to entertain the idea of emigration ?—I don't 
think it. 

16973. You are aware that there is a very strong feeling against emi­
gration in the island?—I believe there is so amongst some; still, I believe, 
if there was free emigration, and people were assisted, they would emigrate. 
A number emigrated this same year. 

16974. Don't you think there lingers in the mind of the people an idea 
that emigration means forced emigration, and that they do not draw a 
distinction between forced emigration and voluntary emigration ?—I quite 
believe that. 

16975. Do you consider that, provided an opportunity was offered to 
the crofters, with proper guarantees that they would be made secure in 
their holdings, they would be willing to improve waste land?—No, I don't 
think they would. 

16976. It was stated by Dr Macrae, that if money was found from some 
source or another, and the crofters were given security in the possession of the 
land which they were to improve, they would be found willing and desirous 
to occupy their spare time in bringing the land into cultivation? Do you 
concur in that view?—Not at their own expense; if they were paid for it. 

16977. You think that if they were paid for their labour,—that is to 
say, if they were encouraged to improve the land,—they would be found 
willing to accept any such offer ?—What I mean to say is this,—if a man 
got payment for his labour on the land as he brought it in, without waiting 
for compensation. 

16978. But if the land was improved by money found from outside 
sources, would the tenant be inclined to improve the land, and to pay 
interest on the money so expended?—I believe he would, but it would be 
ultimately a very high rent. The improvements made by Sir James cost 
more than the tenant could do for himself had he paid for it. 

16979. I presume improvements made by the proprietor are always 
charged with interest?—I should think so, but there has been nothing 
done here on which interest has been charged for many years. Not 
since 1853. 

16980. But if improvements are made, aud no interest is charged, it 
ceases to be improvements in the ordinary sense of the word, and then 
becomes pure charity ?—So it does. 

16981. With regard to subdivision, the great evils of subdivision hive 
been fully brought before us, and we have endeavoured to ascertain how 
these might be prevented in future. Have you any suggestion to make 
on that head ?—In regard to this island, I do not see how it is possible to 
prevent it without free emigration. 

16982. The regulations of the estate, I presume, prevent subdivision, 
or are intended to prevent it ?—They forbid subdivision, but how are you 
to prevent it ? 

16983. I suppose a factor who endeavoured to enforce these regulations 
strictly, would be looked upon as very hard-hearted ?—He would. 

16984. Do you think the people themselves see the necessity of helping 
the factor and authorities in keeping the crofts of a size that would support 
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a family ?—Some of the old men, when spoken to by themselves, admit LEWI!?, 
the impropriety of it, but still they give their consent to it when sons and 
daughters get married. STORNQWAY. 

16985. With reference to Lady Matheson's position in regard to the WiRiam 
estate, I suppose there is no obligation on any ordinary proprietor to make Mackay, 
improvements, whether he holds in fee simple or under entail?—No. 

16986. You stated that Lady Matheson would derive no revenue from 
this estate, were it not for the rents from the shooting tenants. Can you 
tell us how the rates and public burdens are affected by the shootings ?— 
The additional rate that would be required, if the shootings were not let, 
in the parish of Uig, would be 4s. 5d. per pound—2s. 2|d. on proprietors, 
and the same on tenants. 

16987. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—But that is presuming that no use 
whatever is made of the ground?—No, I am only deducting the shooting 
rental. 

16988. Not the forest rental?—Forest and shootings. In the parish of 
Lochs it would necessitate an additional rate of 3s. 7 jd ; in Barvas, an 
additional rate of Is. 2£d; and in the parish of Stornoway, lOfd. 

16989. Does that mean, if you strike off the total rent of shooting and 
forest?—Strike off the shooting and forest rent for the rental of the parish. 

16990. But then don't you see that the deer forests might let as 
grazing ?—But the rental would not be so large. 

16991. Mr Cameron.—It comes to this, that you would have to add 
something for the value of the grazing of the forest, but with regard to the 
other shootings it would be all clean loss ?—Yes. 

16992. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—Has any one found fault, so far as you 
are aware, with the grouse shootings ? The general public don't want to 
drive away the sportsmen ?—I never heard any complaints. 

16993. Mr Cameron.—You had brought under your notice a petition 
from the crofters of Lewis, and the third paragraph states that there are 
nine shootings and salmon fishings let to sportsmen who do not reside 
permanently on the island, and who pay rents ranging from £150 to 
£1000. You are aware that is one of the grievances?—I am not aware 
that the crofters ever made a grievance of it, but it is a great advantage 
so far as the rates are concerned. 

16994. Professor Mackinnon.—You say there are over 240,000 acres 
under crofts, and 158,000 acres under forests and farms. All over the 
island, so far as we have gone yet, having heard the claim made by those 
who have crofts for double and treble their sizes, and of those who have 
no crofts to get crofts, are you prepared to say that these forests and 
large farms, if relotted out, would not provide every one of the present 
population with a suitable size of croft?—No, I don't think it would 
afford crofts to the present population on which they could live comfort­
ably. 

16995. You stated you thought the policy of reclaiming the chl and 
giving it to additional tenants a mistake, and that you thought it would 
not pay as an arable farm. Dr Macrae stated that he thought if it was 
enclosed it would pay as grazing, and that the increased grazing would 
recoup the expense, more or less ?—To the present tenants who are tenants 
in any township, if they themselves brought it in, or if it was brought in 
for them, but not if additional crofters were placed upon it. 

16996. I don't mean that additional crofters should be placed upon it. 
Do you think it would pay to reclaim it for grazing ?—I have no doubt it 
would, but I would not place additional crofters upon it. 

16997. You would rather undo what in that respect has been already 
done in cutting out new crofts ?—That was a mistake. 

4 A 
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16998. And you would rather undo it?—What I say is that the land 
should be given to the original crofters, increasing the original crofts. 

16999. One great grievance of the crofters was that this piece of pasture 
was taken from them, and no abatement made in the rent. Do you not 
consider that that was a grievance ?—I admit that. I admit it was a 
mistake to put the original crofters there at all. 

17000. According to their own statement, it worked in another way. 
The pasture was made les3, the number of crofts was increased, the sum­
ming remained the same, and now the one who can afford it has perhaps 
the old summing on the grazing at the expense of his neighbour who 
has less stock, and they complain that the cattle and the sheep are 
very much worse. Don't you think it would be a very desirable thing 
that the summing, even supposiug thiuga remained the same, should be 
reduced to reasonable proportions, so that no man should keep except what 
his grazing would enable him adequately to support %—"Well, the summing 
was reduced when the new regulations were issued. Formerly people 
were under the impression that they were entitled to have five Cheviot 
or seven blackfaced sheep and one cow and a follower. As the regulations 
were read, it was one cow and a follower or five Cheviot 6heep. 

17001. Don't you thiuk in some places, whatever the regulations are, 
some of them keep the cow and the five sheep ?—And some of them a great 
deal. more. 

17002. Then it is not a matter of making new regulations, but 
enforcing the existing regulations ?—Yes. 

17003. According to the present rules of the property, one is not 
deprived of his holding till he is three years in arrears, and you stated 
t int even that is not carried into effect, so that practically, as matter of 
fact, there is the security that was asked for by legislation the other day. 
the statement being that it should be secured by statute that no man 
should be deprived of his croft till he was three or four or five years in 
arrear. The present rule is three years, and that is not even acted upon ? 
—Yes. 

1700-1. So you are better than the proposed law in that case?—Yes. 
17005. Are you able to tell us the rent of the shooting that has no stock 

upon it except deer—where crofters are not allowed to put their stock ]— 
Morsgiel is in the valuation roll at £ 9 5 0 ; Scaliscroft, £160 ; Arnish, a 
small place the grazing rental of which before was £50, and which is in 
the proprietor's hands; and Aline, £400. 

17006. That is all under deer, and no other stock allowed upon it, and 
it gives a rental of about £2000 in the various parishes. How much rent 
would you expect to get for that land, supposing it were let for grazing 
purposes ?—£550. 

17007. You stated that so far as you were aware there was no extensive 
clearing made except either when the people were in arrear or except 
where the places were unsuitable for cultivation. Is it not the case that 
a considerable number of the large farms throughout the estate were culti­
vated as small crofts to advantage in former times ?—I believe most of 
them had crofters at one time or other. 

17008. And they could be cultivated to advantage yet in the same 
way ?—Well, there are some of them in which there is very little arable 
land, or land which could be made arable. In others a considerable 
proportion might be cultivated. 

17009. And others again have a considerable proportion of arable land 
that has been very much improved ?—Yes. 

17010. When you stated there was no forced emigration, I suppose you 
meant that the people were not removed through process of law 1—Quite so. 
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17011. The people who remained of course stated that those who went 
away went sorely against their own will, but still there was no process of 
law ?—The only emigration I saw was from Galston, and I know there was 
not even a summons. 

17012. You stated that there were letters in your possession which 
described the position of those people after they went away. Are any of 
these letters of recent date ?—They are principally from tenants who 
emigrated in 1851 and 1852. 

17013. A gentleman stated on Saturday his belief that the present con­
dition of those who went away thirty years ago is worse than the condition 
of their neighbours in the island of Lewis at the present moment. Have 
you any means of forming an opinion as to the accuracy of that?—It is 
inaccurate. I have seen many who returned from Canada to the island, and 
heard their statements as to their condition, and my opinion is that they 
are much better off than if they had remained in the Lewis. 

17014. Have any of these returned permanently to the place?—There 
were two men I know who returned, but one of them left his family there. 

17015. There was just one statement of an alleged grievance in connec­
tion with which your own name was quoted. At Breasclete some tenant* 
stated they were removed to Dun of Carloway, and because of their former 
experience they wanted to have a written engagement that people should 
not be thrown in upon them, and that they should not be deprived of 
pasture land, and your own name was quoted as being aware of that 
written agreement which was afterwards lost ?—I am not aware of there 
having been a written agreement, but I am aware of the factor for the time 
being saying to them that whoever would be placed into those parks would 
not have the right of pasture below the road, between them and the sea. 

17016. Has that agreement been kept ?—Yes, it has been keep for nine­
teen years. These have no pasture below the road. The whole township lies 
between the road and the sea, and the two who were placed into the parks 
have not been allowed to pasture between the crofts and the sea, but they 
are to have the privilege of pasturing their cow on the outside. 

17017. You heard the statement of Dr Macrae on education, and his 
belief that to secure regular attendance it would be better to try rewards 
for those who did attend regularly than to punish the parents of those who 
did not. Are you prepared to accept that ?—I am. 

17018. Is that regulation as to punishing those parents by adding to 
their rent still in force ?—No. 

17019. I think you stated the other day that there was some money 
recovered under that process ?—There was. 

17020. What fund did it go to?—To the School Board. 
17021. What would be done to any one who declined to pay that sum? 

—I don't know what we might do in that case. 
17022. All those who were asked paid it?—Yes; but i£ was not for 

non-attendance that they were made to pay, but for withholding the 
children from the examination. 

17023. Sheriff Nicolson.—There was rather an extraordinary thing 
told us on Saturday about the destruction of the pier at Bayble. You 
heard what was said. Can you give any explanation of it ?—The only 
explanation I can give is that the greater part of the pier was swept away 
many years ago. I saw that myself, and I have been speaking to some of 
the men since then, and they admitted that fche outer end of it was swept 
away. The stones were strewn on the beach, and our clerk of works 
requiring some good stones took some of them off the beach, and that only 
improved the beach, because the stones might have injured the boats. He 
did not take any stones otf the quay, but off the beach. 

LEWIS. 

STORNOWAY. 

William 
Mackay. 
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LEWIS. 17024. Was the quay built by Sir James?—Well, I know he paid 
something for it, and that he had a man working there. It was said here 

roRNowAY. tnafc e v e r y c r e w paid £\ to Mr Methven, the fish-curer. I cannot speak 
William t 0 t u a t> D u t -- know that Sir James paid a man for working there for a 
Mackay. considerable time. 

17025. Do you know how long the stones were so lying?—For many 
years. The work was done about 1845 or 1846. It was a slip for boats. 

17026. Stones are scarce in that district?—Good stones are. 
17027. So for the repair of the pier it would be difficult to get them 

anywhere else ?—There is a good quarry at hand. 
17028. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—All over the island we have had a very 

good account of you as chamberlain, but I am obliged to a3k you this 
question ?—Have you ever threatened to turn out a crofter for refusing to 
maintain a person whom he was not legally bound to support?—I cannot 
recollect of doing such a thing. 

17029. The person is Johu Matheson, tenant at Aird, Uig, and the 
letter is as follows :—' Cliamberlain's Office, Stornoicay, 12th May 1881.— 
' Sir, The fact of your having made a claim against the Parochial Board 
1 of Uig, for the support and maintenance of your idiotic sister's illegitimate 
' child, I made known to Lady Matheson, and she was so horrified at the 
• very idea, of you and your father making such a claim, seeing you are 
' in position to support this child. I was instructed to make an entry in 
- our books, that on the death of your father, should you survive him, that 
• you are not to be continued thereafter as tenant of the croft you now 
' occupy at Aird Uig, jointly with your father, in the event of your 
' persisting in this claim against the board. Though you may not be 
1 legally bound for the support of this child, yet, considering the unfortu-
' nate circumstances connected therewith and your own and your father's 
' ability to support the child, it was mean and unnatural to charge the 
1 board for the short period the child was left with its mother, and you 
1 should have been satisfied when the board relieved you of the child, which 
• at first was all you wanted, not on the plea that you were not able to 
1 support the child, but that the child could not be left in charge of the 
• mother, and there was no other person in the family who could take 
• charge,—Yours truly, WlL MACKAY.—Mr John Matheson, Tenant, Aird 
' Uig.'—That is quite correct. I think it was anything but right in 
these circumstances to the party that they should have thrown that child 
upon the board. 

17030. You said, in answer to my inquiry about what was laid out in 
the Parish of Uig, that there was a shooting lodge built there, which gave 
some labour at the time. Is it the fact that that lodge was built on tho 
ground of the crofters ?—No, it was built on the ground of the tacksman. 

17O3O*. And not on the ground of the crofters?—No, it was not. 

Rev. JAMES GREENFIELD, Minister of the Gaelic Free Church, 
Stornoway (51)—examined. 

Rev. James 17031. The Chairman.—You have, I daresay, been following the 
Greenfield, evidence which has been taken in the Lewis?—Yes. 

17032. Have you anything to state with reference to the circumstances 
which have brought about the appointment of this Royal Commission ?— 
I have been about eleven years in the island, and have visited most of the 
islands, and there were three things that pained me exceedingly. One 
thing was to sse places, large farms, that were previously occupied by 
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crofters, and where no crofter was to be seen when I passed through these LEWIS. 
places. One of them was Galston. I was very much pained when I saw 
Galston under sheep, knowing that crofters had been there. The second STORNQWAY 
thing was the poverty of the people, and especially the want of comfort in R e v j a r n P -
their homes. I have been called upon frequently to engage in prayer, and Greenfield. 
in doing so I had to kneel, and I have often had to kneel, I might almost 
say iii the mud—no floor to the houses, and some of them exceedingly wet— 
almost floods of mud. The third thing that has pained me is this,—that 
our young men in the country places who have no lots, as I understand, 
are prevented from marrying. Now, I have always been in favour of young 
men getting married; and I think any country which is to prosper must 
give a young man the privilege of falling in love when he sees a worthy 
young woman, and marrying her if she is willing to accept his offer. 
After hearing the grievances which have been stated, I have been thinking 
that there are remedies for the island. And the first remedy I would 
mention is this,—to have the whole island divided for the people of the 
island, be they crofters or farmers. I was just thinking how that could 
be done. I find in round numbers there are 404,000 acres in the 
island. These 404,000 acres, divided, into lots of 20 acres each would 
give a lot of 20 acres to each crofter among 21,200; or 10,600 crofters, 
to have 40 acres each. Allowing that these 20 acres to each crofter would 
be given for 5s. an acre, then the rental of the island would be £101,000 
a year. If these lots were rented at 2s. 6d. per acre, the rental of the 
island would be £50,000. In the one case, allowing 5s. an acre for the lot 
of 20 acres, the rental would be £83,000 more than the present rental; or, 
allowing 2s. 6d. per acre, the rental of the island would be £32,500 more 
than the present rental. Then I have looked at the amount that was paid 
for the estate by Sir James, and I have been told that he paid about 
£190,000 for it. Suppose he paid £190,000 for the island, then, if my 
calculations are correct, I hold that two years' rental at 5a per acre, 
supposing the island to be divided into 20 acre lots, would be as much as 
the whole amount that was paid for the estate; or taking 2s. 6d. per acre, 
the rental of the island would in four years amount to £200,000, or a 
little more than was paid for the estate. It may be asked how could the 
land be divided among the people, so that each crofter should have 20 
acres Ì I would suggest that every man above eighteen years old should be 
allowed to take a croft if he wished, and not only that, but every woman 
above eighteen should also have the same privilege, so that a young man and a 
young maiden, if they wished, might take up crofts beside each other before 
they were married, and get married and join the two crofts into one. That 
was suggested to me, for instance, in other lands, such as Canada. In 
Manitoba the Government gives a croft of 1G0 acres, and every man 
above eighteen, and every young woman, who likes, can take a croft, so that 
a young man and young woman who like to get these lots can go and take 
them and get married and join their lots. I may be asked what would be 
done with the large farmers. Well, I would suggest that the best thing 
would be, if they did not like to have their farms broken up, to emigrate 
to Canada, and there they would get farms as large as they wished, and 
I am confident they would be better off than they would be in this island. 
It may be asked, if the whole island is divided into small crofts, how can 
the crofters cultivate these lots, especially when some of these would be 
inland and moorland. I hold, from my knowledge of farming—and I have 
been about thirty-nine years in Canada, and know a good deal of farming— 
that a crofter having 20 acres, even inland on the moor, could cultivate 
these 20 acres with his family, so that he could have sufficient cows, sheep, 
and even a horse, if not two horses, and manure the 20 acres for himself 
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independent of the sea. I am aware that the black land that covers a 
great deal of the island is difficult of removal, but there is a way of 
removing it. When many of the farmers entered Canada at first they had 
to take possession of grounds that were covered with wood, and they 
cleared those woods, took out the stumps, and removed the stones, and 
made first-class farms of those lands. Now, I cannot see why a crofter 
should not take possession of 20 acres, and, if need be, cut up the peat and 
burn it,—dry it, make piles of it, burn it, and scatter the ashes on the 
ground, leaving half a foot or a foot of the black soil over the gravel so as 
to mix it with the gravel. Another idea presents itself. It may be said 
it would be exceedingly difficult for poor crofters to work these small lots 
of 20 or 40 acres—that they could not do it without assistance from 
Government or some other party; but I believe they could. I believe 
that the men in this island, if they had the land for themselves, could 
work these small lots so as to bring them into a good state of cultivation, 
and be in a measure somewhat comfortable on these lots. Still, while 
holding these views, and thinking the island might be divided, I would 
not wish the Commissioners to understand that I believe the crofters would 
be then in clover. I don't believe that. I don't believe that this island is 
so rich in its soil that even when the land was subdivided it would support 
the people so that they would be in clover. Hence, I have a second 
remedy to propose, and that is voluntary emigration. At present the 
Government of Canada offers 160 acres free to every man or woman who 
wishes to settle in the country, and along with that the Government will 
sell 160 acres at two dollars an acre, making in all 320. Parties might 
be informed of the advantages in connection with Canada, so that they 
might emigrate and take up lands there and have them for their own. I 
have been in Manitoba. I went nearly f)00 miles west of Winnipeg, and 
saw first-class farmers from the provinces of Ontario and Quebec, who took 
lands there for themselves and their sons, and I found out from them that 
the north-west was a remarkably good country, not only for pioneers, but 
even for old settlers. For instance, an Irishman about three years ago 
bought 640 acres at some distance from the city of Brandon. He paid 
parties to plough 400 acres the first year, and after sowing those 400 
acres, and paying all expenses in connection with the working of the farm, 
he had 15,000 bushels of oats, besides wheat and other crops. The first 
crop was such, that after paying all expenses he had 100 per cent, of 
profit. I think parties wishing to emigrate should be assisted by Govern­
ment, or in some other way to take advantage of those benefits. Of 
course, for the other crofters I mentioned—young men who are not able 
to get married—that would be the remedy, if they had land for themselves, 
or if they went to another country where they could have land. 

17033. WTien you were in Canada, did you see any people who had 
come from Lewis?—Yes. 

17034. In what sort of circumstances did you find them?—I may say 
that when I heard a statement made the other day that they were poorer 
than the crofters of this island, I at once said to myself that the gentleman 
who made the statement must have been misinformed. I am confident 
from my personal knowledge of the country—and I have travelled over a 
great part of Canada—that the crofters there, even the poorest, unless they 
are lazy men and persons who do not take care of themselves, are in 
comfortable circumstances; and from what I know, even if Lady Matheson 
oiTeied to these people lots from the best of her land in the island, and 
to have their passages paid, my firm conviction is that they would not 
accept such an offer. If any one says in regard to Canada that parties 
w!ia went there and got lands are not in more comfortable circumstances 
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than those iu this island, he was misinformed, or did not know much, or LEWIS. 
did not keep his eyes open. Perhaps he was in a sleeping car when he 
passed through the country. STQKXUWAY. 

17035. You did not observe any who had come to poverty1?—I did not Rev. James 
hear of any. Greenfield. 

17036. You don't mean to say that young men should marry without 
having some prospect of being able to maintain their families ?—Oh no, 
but 1 hold that a young man should have room to make provision for 
himself and his wife. His country is not worth fighting for unless he can 
have room to make provision for himself and his wife. 

17037. You are aware that the crofters at present have their lands a t 
8}d. per acre. You propose the land should be let at 2s. 6d. per acre ?— 
Yes. 

17038. Don ' t you think they find 8£d. heavy enough already1?—I 
believe they find it heavier than they would find 2s. 6d. or 5s. if they had 
20 acres. 

17039. They have a great deal more than 20 acres?—But the common 
hill is not good pasturage. A few acres of good grass would be far better 
than a number of acres on the moor. 

17040. M r Fraser-Mackintosh.—Have you carefully considered the 
statement you made, that you do not think it would be more expensive 
or more laborious to cut away the peat in the island of Lewis, than it 
would be for the emigrant to Canada to cut away the heavy timber on 
his land?—Yes, I have been considering it for years, and I know some­
thing about the cleariug of bush land in Cauada. I have cleared more 
than one acre when I was young, and I would undertake to clear off an 
acre of the land here—to clear away the peat—much easier than I could 
clear an acre of bush land in some lots in Canada. 

17011. I suppose you are aware tha t in an ordinary peat-moss five, six, 
or seven feet deep, there is always good sod at the bottom ?—I think there 
is. A good deal perhaps is gravel. 

17012. But peat is the very thing for mix ing with the gravel?—Yes, 
I think a mistake is made when most of the peat is taken away. I t 
would be better to leave half a foot or a foot to mix with the gravel. 

17043. That makes very good soil, and it is improved by time and 
cultivation?—Yes. I may state in connection with this, tha t I am aware 
there was an experiment on the island to t ry and bring in some of the 
moorland, aud it did not turn out very well. I believe that arose from 
this,—that the crofters were not placed on that land so as to manure it 
well,—but if there was a large piece of land given to the crofters the 
result would be different. 

17014. Pea t land reclamation, in fact, is not suited for a big tack, 
but for small lots ?—Yes. 

17045. M r Cameron.—Are you aware of the ordinary depth of peat 
in the island ?—Yes. I th ink there are some places where it is seven, 
eight, or nine feet in depth. 

17046. You are aware tha t an acre consists of 4800 square yards, so 
that to remove peat only three feet in depth would involve the removal 
of 4800 cubic yards, and if six feet deep it would involve the removal 
of about 9600 cubic yards?—Yes. 

17047. Are you aware of the ordinary cost of trenching in this 
country ?—No, bu t I am not in favour of trenching. 

17048. Are you aware that trenching costs at the lowest rate about £ S 
per acre ?—I was not aware of that. 

17049. And in trenching, the usual depth that is gone to is not more 
than eighteen inches. Therefore, if it costs £ 8 per acre to remove 
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LEWIS." eighteen inches by trenching, would not the removal of six feet of solid 
peat be rather beyond the means of any crof ter]—I think not. A crofter 

>rouNowAY. w | 1 0 n a s a farrixiy- COuld cut the peat, make small heaps of it after drying 
Rev J-imes -^ a n c^ 8e*" n r e *"° --•- -^ e w o u - d not remove it to any distance, but 
Greenfield, simply make small heaps of it and burn it. 

17050 . But in the process of trenching the earth is not removed; it is 
only turned over ?—But I would plough it. 

17051. You could hardly plough six feet of pea t?—I mean after the 
peat is burned, I would then employ horses to plough up the soil and mix 
the black ground with the gravel. 

17052. I am talking of the cost of doing it. In order to burn it, you 
would require to remove it, and turn it to let the flame get through it. 
Would not the cost of that removal be beyond the means of the crofter 
if it costs £ 8 to turn up eighteen inches of soil?—He could do it for less 
than that. I understood this year that when some crofters got jobs near 
their places, they worked with their families, and were able to do in a 
day or two what several men could no t do in a number of d a y s ; and I 
know farther, what I have seen in Canada, tha t when families went in 
together they could do things much cheaper and improve their farms 
without money. 

17053. You said tha t a few acres of good land were better than any 
number of acres of moorland pasture, bu t I understood you to say also 
tha t in your division you divide the whole surface of the island into lots 
of twenty acres each. Don' t you take the good with the bad there?— 
Yes. 

17054. Rock and all ?—Yes. 
17055. Well , at present each family has six ty acres, the good with the 

bad, at 8^d. They complain first that tha t is too small, and secondly 
tha t it is too dear. How could they pay at five shillings an acre for 
twenty acres of that ground ?—The land would pay itself. 

17056. W h y does it not pay now?—Because the arable land they have 
is so small. 

17057. They can increase i t ? — I am not aware they can. 
17058. There is moorlaud there?—But the moorland is not divided. 

What I propose is that the whole land should be ascertained and divided 
into small lots and marked, and parties would have these lots to them­
selves, and fence them and work them. 

17059. Can you give me any idea what the cost of clearing an acre 
of forest land is ?—When I was in Canada, about fourteen dollars, or a 
little over £ 3 , would clear an acre. 

170G0. And you stated you thought tha t about the same amount 
would take away the peat, dry it, and burn it upon au acre of the bog land 
here?—Well , I was not looking so much to the amount paid for the 
clearing of the acre as to the labour of the family. 

17061. Would it not come to the same thing calculated either way ? 
Then, I suppose, in Canada, once you have the trees removed, you can 
jus t put in the plough ?—No; the land can only be harrowed, because 
the stumps are numerous, and they sow the land between the stumps and 
harrow it, and it is only after some years tha t they get the stumps 
removed. 

170G2. But they are able to sow it when the trees are removed?— 
Yes. 

17063. One can see here that , even supposing the peat to be removed, 
the ground could neither be harrowed nor ploughed. Do you think that 
any horses could go through tough gravel tha t has not been touched since 
the beginning of the wor ld?—I think so, if they had ploughs for the 
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purpose. They have adopted a plan on the prairies where they only turn LEWIS, 
two inches at the first. 

17064. Don' t you think the prairie is easier turned than gravel that R X 0 W A / S 

has lain under the weight of six, eight, or ten feet of moss for gene- R e v James 
rat ions?—I t may be easier, but they only turn two inches at first, and Greenfield. 
I think two inches of gravel could be turned. 

17065. If the people were to emigrate voluntarily, and a number of 
them were to get the alternative, of twenty acres of this bog land, or 
of land in Canada with a free passage there, which would be the 
best bargain for the redundant population in the west of Scot land?—I 
would say at once tha t emigration was the best. If I were about to 
commence farming, and if Lady Matheson offered me 160 acres of her 
best arable land, I would prefer to take 160 acres of prairie land in 
Canada. 

17OG6. The people themselves declare jus t now tha t their holdings are 
too small by one half. We find, if the holdings were doubled, there is 
no room for the whole population upon the island ?—I think there is. 

17067. They have 240 ,000 acres, and there are only 158 ,000 acres tha t 
could be given to them, rock and a l l ? — I understood there were about 
3OOO crofters at present on the island. 

17068. There are nearly 4OOO?—Divide the land among the 3OOO, and 
it would give them about 134 acres each. 

170G9. The statement submitted to us by the chamberlain is that the 
crofters have 240 ,000 acres just now, and that there are 158,000 acres 
besides between forests and large farms. From tha t I conclude that 
each croft in the island can not be doubled ?—Not without giving them 
the whole island. 

17070. Don't you see they have more than one half of the island as 
it is ?—But I hold the moorland is of very little advantage to crofters in 
comparison with what arable land would be. Some only send their 
cattle a few months during the year to these moorlands. 

17071. They have more than half the island just now, and they want 
more than double what they have ?—But they only have it in this way. 
Some have three acres of arable land and several acres of moorland, bu t 
these acres of moorland are not worth much. They only support a few 
cattle, and they are not very good. 

17072. You think the best bargain for the redundant portion of them 
would be to take advantage of the emigration scheme ?—Yes, I think so. 

17073. And in all cases, then, that the cleared land by that process 
should be added on to the crofts that remain, so as to make the people 
at home as comfortable as those who would go away?—Yes, but when 
I make that statement I remember that the people of this country are 
fond of their own land and their old associations, and might be unwilling 
to emigrate ; but I am under the impression that if the advantages in 
connection with Canada were laid before them, and free passages given 
to them, there are a good many who would emigrate. 

17074. I assume that none of us would ever suggest anything bu t 
what you call voluntary emigration, bu t emigration in your judgment 
would be to those people a better bargain than to at tempt to reclaim 
--Von your own scheme the boggy land at home?—Yes, I think so. 
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LFWIS. 
DONALD SMITH, Fish-Curer (49)—examined. 

STORNOWAY. 
Donald 17705. Tlie Chairman.—You come as a representative of the town 
Smith. of Stornoway ?—Yes. 

17076. Have you any statement to make?—Yes; I intend to refer 
to the harbours around the island, but as the crofters and fishers are 
so much connected, I am obliged to refer a little to the crofters. 
The matter I mean chiefly to speak of very briefly is harbour accom­
modation in connection with our fisheries. Before euteriug upon the sub­
ject, permit me to refer shortly to the condition of our crofter population. 
There were so many witnesses already examined and evidence advanced, 
that it would appear superfluous in me referring to the subject. The old 
proverb, however, may stand true here : ' In the multitude of counsel, 
' there is wisdom.' Within the present century, the whole of the island, 
with the exception of a few small farms, was in possession of the crofters. 
What is the case now ? In the parish of Uig alone the following town­
ships have been cleared, and are at present either sheep runs or deer 
forests, viz., Ardvig, Ardushor, MuLsta, Mangersta, Carninish, Adruvil, 
Tymesgarry, Btillaineille, Pabbay, Reiff, Strone, Scaliscrow, Earshade, 
Leordel, Vaiadhmhor, Cnockmagem, Kanholwick, Busta, Croir. I am bound 
to say the above townships, with their moors, would accommodate and sup­
port comfortably as many crofters as there are at present paying rent in the 
parish. In the parish of Lochs there is the farm of Park, large enough 
to support with comfort from 200 to 300 crofters. Again, we have the 
Garanahine clearance, Dallbeg, Dunmore, and the two Gelstons in the 
parish of Ness, North Tolsta, Gress, and Egnis. These townships, I 
believe, would be sufficient to accommodate a good many tacksmen. 
What are the facts of the case 1 As the population increased, the lands as 
it were diminished,—township after township cleared,—the poor people 
obliged either to emigrate to the colonies, or be scattered over townships 
left. How does the case stand at present? The 26,000 human beings 
possess far less land than the original population had sixty or eighty years 
ago, and that only of the worst. The poverty of our crofter population 
is great. It is only those that come in contact, and do business with them, 
that know it. Take, for example, any of our large towns and cities, and 
apply the principle of restricting and diminishing the area of ground as 
the population increases, you would be inclined to say that any person 
propounding such theory was only fit for the asylum. This is the same 
law that was applied to our crofter population ; the more they increased 
the less land they would get. I am not aware that there is anything of 
communism amongst our islanders. They are all prepared to pay full value 
for the land if they only get it. Surely it is not too much to expect from 
proprietors, when the lease of the farm is out, to put it into the market. 
Give the chance to the crofters to offer for it, and that they should get tho 
preference over strangers, so long as they paid it. I am aware that pro­
prietors dread pauperism. What causes pauperism 1 Just overcrowding-
Give the land of which there is sufficient to the surplus population, and 
I believe you can do away with the Poor Law Act. There are clergymen 
in our island who profess to be in good sympathy with the people; 
those gentlemen own very large glebes, one acre of which is worth half 
a dozen of the land the tenants possess. They strongly advocate to 
give more land to the poor crofters, but will not give them a foot of their 
own. They prefer either farming it themselves, or let it for grazing 
purposes to some of the large farmers. Their professed sympathy will 
fall fiat, and go for nothing, until they first learn that charity begins at 
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home. If they cannot let the glebes for crofts, and I don't see why they LEWIS, 
shouldn't, let them give them to the crofters for grazing purposes a t fair „ ~ 
r e n t s ; then will we give them full credit for sympathy. I will now very 
briefly advert to the harbour question. Owing to the smallness of the Donald 
crofts, and the great number tha t have no crofts, our crofter population Smith, 
are obliged to prosecute the fishing, which they do under very great dis­
advantages, often resulting in great loss of life and property. Once you 
leave the harbour of Stornoway round the But t of Lewis, you will meet 
with no harbour to take refuge in until you come to Loch Roag,—all open 
bays and small creeks that can give no shelter. I t is within this district 
that the whole of our herring fishing and ling and cod fishing is prosecuted. 
Hence the necessity of hav ing a few small harbours scattered over the 
district, to which boats might r u n for shelter. Fo r want of harbours t o 
protect property and life, the fishermen are obliged to have only small open 
boats tha t can be hauled daily as the case requires. These boats are so 
small that they can only go to sea in fine weather. Consequently the 
fishing is not, and cannot be, efficiently prosecuted. If small harbours and 
piers would be built where they are urgently required, it would encourage 
fishermen to get larger boats, with which they could prosecute the fishing 
with confidence both summer and winter, as they do in the east coast of 
Scotland. If we get our mail communication with S trome Ferry, as we 
hope we will, the fish will be sent off fresh to the English markets, which 
will enable us to pay a much higher price to fishermen than we are doing a t 
present. The following are places where I would recommend small har­
bours and piers to be built, viz., Bayble, Portnaguirin, Gress, Shawbost, 
Valtos, and Crowlistar. In all these places stones are abundant. I believe 
Portuaguirin, Gress, and Shawbost would be most expensive, say from 
£ 4 0 0 0 to £ 5 0 0 0 for each. The other harbours would not take up 
the half of this amount. If these harbours were built, it would 
give a great stimulus to the fishing, and thus mitigate to a great 
ex tent the often recurring distress amongst our fishing and crofter popula­
tion. 

17077. How many fishermen, with such an expenditure as you have 
mentioned, would probably fish from each station 1—I believe that the 
fishing would increase immensely, provided they had shelter from the 
weather, but at present they cannot venture out except just with small 
boats. A number of the best fishermen do not at tempt it, because it will 
not pay them. 

17078. How many would there be to start wi th?—I should say that at 
Bayble (if that pier were built) tosy would very likely start a number of 
townships which are adjacent. 

17079. Twenty crews ?—More ; thir ty or forty. 
17080. And Portnaguirin ?—Fully more. All the Garabost district, and 

I have no doubt the townships of Knockaird and Sheader would congre­
gate to Porfnaguirin. 

17081. And at Gress?—There would be a large number there. 
17082. Thirty boats ?—More; I should say, if Gress harbour were good, 

there would be at least fifty boats. 
17083. And Shawbost I—-Shawbost, so far as the fishing is concerned, 

is almost a blank for want of a harbour. There is a large population all 
along the coast about Shawbost 

17084. Do you think forty boats could star t from there1?—I would 
expect about thirty boat3. 

17085. Do you think £ 5 0 0 0 would provide shelter at Shawbos t?—I 
th ink it would. 

17086. Then how many boats would there be from Valtos ? I t seems 
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IJEWI9L to me that that is a natural harbour, Valtos and Crowlista?—There is an 
"•— island, but it is open at both sides. 

. ' 17087. What they want is a landing place for their fish?—Yes, and 
Donald that is what I mean,—a pier. 
Smith. 17088. And for Bayble?—Yes. 

17089. Mr Cameron.—How would they get their fish to Storuoway?— 
They could not be easily got from Valtos, but at Carloway the distance is 
only twenty miles. We take fish forty miles to the terminus. We had a 
number of boats fishing at Cape Wrath, and we carried fresh turbot forty 
miles to Lairg, when the distance from Carloway to Stornoway would be 
only twenty to twenty-two miles. 

17090. The Chairman.—How many boats do you think there would be 
at Valtos ?—About twenty. 

17091. And at Crowlista ?—About half a dozen. 
17092. Then altogether there are about 180 boats that would fish from 

these places?—Yes. 
17093. How mauy of these would be new boats?—A great number; at 

Bayble I don't suppose there are more than fifteen boats—small boats. 
17091. Would one half of these 180 be new?—Well, on this side, such 

as at Portnaguirin and Gress, I believe tbey would not haul their big 
boats. Whenever the herring fishing was over, they would work their 
boats as on the east coast, provided they had harbour accommodation, but 
at present they cannot risk that. 

17095. Well, as to those who want new boats, how would they get 
them ?—I suppose there is no way except for those who have money in 
the bank, or for the fish-curer to advance them. 

17096. I t is common for them to get boats from the fLsh-curers?—Quite; 
those who are not able to provide themselves with boats. 

17097. What is the cost of a boat?—The boats we use on the Loch 
Roag side, with outfit, cost about £160 . 

17098. Are they able to pay that back and earn a living ?—No ; some­
times they never pay it back. Some do. I have given a boat to a crew 
at Loch Roag, and they paid it back in two year3. 

17099. What are your terms on these advances?—So much to be paid 
up every year. 

17100. Are they bound to fish for you till it is paid ?—They are. 
17101. Do you make them other advances, such as meal, in the interval? 

•—Yes. 
17102. There have been complaints about the system of these advances. 

You do not advance them money?—We advance them money in advancing 
boats. 

17103. And if they wmt food, you advance them food?—Yes. 
17101. And you cos> your accounts with them at the end of the 

season, at Lammas or Martinmas ?—Yes. 
17105. Do they know what price they are to get for their fish before­

hand, or the price of the meal ?—Yes ; we tell them before they get auy 
article out of our store. The price is fixed before they get it. 

17106. Is that customary among the curers?—I believe it is. 
17107. We had the contrary fact stated by the men themselves ?—There 

may be some seasons when they may not know the price of the fish, 
when it is not contracted for at the beginning; but so far as goods is 
concerned, they know the prices right off. As to the fish, there are very 
few eeasons when the price is not fixed before they go to sea. 

17108. Would it not be equally suitable to advance the money and let 
them buy meal wherever they found it cheapest?—It would be better if we 
could manage not to advance them at all. If there was any philanthropic 
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society g^t up to advance them boat3 and gear, we would be very glad to LEWIS. 
pay them in cash. ~~— 

17109. Would it not give rise to fewer misgivings if you made your T0RK0WA 

advances in cash and not in kind ?•—We do that in great measure. We Donald 
advance them a good deal of cash at the beginning. Sometimes with a Smith. 
crew of six men we advance them £20 , besides goods. It is a mistake 
when they say they do not get money in advance. There is scarcely a 
crew in a Lewis boat to whom we do not advance money months before 
they take a fish out of the sea, apart from meal or anything. 

17110. How many crews have you fishing for yourself at one time?—A 
great number. 

17111. Have you a hundred crews fishing?—I suppose there will be 
eighty crews. 

17112. What percentage of these are clear, or have been usually clear, 
at the end of the season during the last half dozen years ?—The last three 
or four seasons have been rather backward, and there were very few of the 
boats clear. I don't think we have had many clear since 1880, but in 
1880 a great many were clear both in the ling and in the herring 
fisheries. 

17113. Sometimes a good season comes and enables them to clear off?— 
Yes. 

17114. How do you propose that money should be obtained to build 
these piers and harbours ?—I do not see any way of it except by a 
Government grant. 

17115. A full grant ?—Yes. 
17116. No interest payable?—I do not see how they could pay 

interest. 
17117. Do you know any other instances in Scotland where such grants 

have been given ?—Yes, grants have been given to Wick. 
17118. Without any payment of interest ?—Well, it is given, I suppose, 

on the understanding that interest should be paid, but I understand it has 
been cancelled. 

17119. You would accept the money whether it was or was not to be 
paid ?—I would accept it without that. The people are so poor that I know 
in very great measure it would mitigate the present distress among the 
fishing population. 

17120. Would it enable the fishermen to do with those small crofts?— 
In a great measure it would; at any rate it would give us better fisher­
men. We have a number of good seamen on our island. 

17121. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—Do you supply the fishermen with any­
thing but meal ?—Yes. 

17122. What other things ?—Lines and hooks. 
17123. But do you supply them with anything in the nature of 

provisions?—Principally meal; sometimes groceries, but not much. So 
far as provisions are concerned, it is almost altogether meal. 

17124. Some of the delegates we saw here who were in favour of having 
harbours stated they were willing to pay a small rent for the use of them 
annually. Could they not afford, from the additional facilities given to 
them, to pay a small sum per annum ?—I am not very sure ; but after a 
time, if the fishing was really developed, it might come to that. At 
present it does not look very like it, 

17125. But supposing they could go out twice as often as they do now 
and come in oftener, could they not afford to give something ?—Oh 
yes. 

17126. If they could do it they would be very willing?—Yes, I am 
satisfied of that. 
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LEWIS. 17127. Professor Mackinnon.—How do you expect the fishing to be 
developed by those quays?—They would enable the fishermen to have 

rORNOWAT. - ^ g e / b ^ . 

Donald 17128. A t present they require to haul up the boats every night ?— 
Smith. Yes. 

17129. And they cannot have a boat which they cannot haul up?— 
They cannot, especially on the east side. 

17130. Then they would prefer a harbour they could enter at all states 
of the tide ?—Yes, and in which their boats would be safe afloat. 

17131. A t present they complain that they cannot go in and out often 
when they could work out on the sea, in the small boats they have, but 
you would enable them to work out on the sea on days when they cannot 
work just now by having bigger boats ?—Yes. 

17132. So the fishing would be improved in a variety of ways ?—Yes. 
17133. The ling and cod fishermen at the north end of the island 

complain very much that they are injured by the herring fishermen 
dragging their buoys ?—I do not know whether I should say there is 
fauk on both sides, but there are many cases in which neither party can 
help themselves. I have been examining into these cases over and over 
again, and really I could not make anything of it except that it was 
a necessity. 

17134. Do you think that if they got these boats you talk of they 
could perhaps manage either to take separate strips of the ocean for the 
two kinds of fishing, or that the cod and ling fisheries should stop at the 
herring season and take herrings Ì—I do not think so. I think it is 
almost impossible to avoid accidents of this kind. There is one thing to 
be said in favour of the bigger boats. Perhaps the bigger boats could go 
outside the herring boats, and there is a chance of that. 

17135. But you think that even with the improved boats a cod and 
ling man should keep to cod and ling ?—Yes, I think so. We have a 
different class at cod and ling—quite different from herring. 

17136. How many months in the year can they fish cod and ling with 
success ?—They generally prepare in November and December, and continue 
till July if they have a favourable winter. Of course, our coast is very wild 
in winter. 

17137. I suppose the herring fishing is far more productive during its 
short existence, than the cod and ling fishing is on the average ?—I cannot 
say. Some years there is a faUure of the herring, just as there is of tho 
other fishing. 

17138. Do you think that with improved boats they would make a 
fair price from year to year?—I believe there would be a larger price. 

17139. And they could work a little even in winter?—Yes, there Ì3 no 
doubt about it. 

17140. Mr Cameron.— Do you give any bonii3 to the boats whether 
they catch anything or not ?—Yes. 

17H1. How much ?—From £ 1 0 to £20. 
17142. Wre heard that was the custom at Barra?—I am referring to the 

Barra fishing; they get £50 , and at Stornoway they get £35. 
17143. They get that whether successful or not %—Yes. 
17144. Have you, in reference to your estimated cost for these harbours 

given merely your own idea ?—Yes, merely a rough estimate. 
17145. You have had no assistance in estimating the cost ?—No. 
17146. Has your attention been drawn to a new harbour which is being 

constructed at Ness ?—Yes. 
17147. Do you think it a successful experiment?—I think it will be a 

great benefit; I see no reason why it should not succeed. 
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17148. D o you think it large enough for the purpose ?—I th ink it is LEWIS, 
sufficient for the district, which is the object for which it is being _ 
put up. °STORNOWA -

17149. Have you seen the plan of i t ? — I h a v e notseen the plan, bu t I Donald 
know the spot. Smith. 

17150 . D o you think it will contain a sufficient number of boats for 
the district ?—I believe it will. 

17151. Some of those harbours you have alluded to in other parts of 
Scotland have been often damaged by storms, have they not ?—Yes. 

17152. Would these places you mentioned be very liable to be damaged 
by storms ?—The two places most exposed are Portuaguirin and 
Shaw host. 

17153. You do not wish to have harbours erected on anything like the 
scale of Wick harbour ?—No. There is another matter about our Storno-
way harbour. We have beeu complaining that we were not very favourably 
treated by the Loan Commissioners. They are giving the money on 
interest to other harbours at 3£ or Z\ per cent., and we have applied 
but without success, because they ask for 5 per cent., so we are obliged to 
go to companies from whom we have got £ 1 0 , 0 0 0 at 4 | per cent. On 
the old harbour we are paying 5 per cent, for what is unpaid of the 
original loan; and I believe we would need a further loan to remove the 
curing stations on the south beach, which should not be there, and to 
connect the island with the street that runs along the shore. If that was 
connected, the curing stations on the south beach could be removed there. 
If the Harbour Commissioners of Stornoway could get from £ 6 0 0 0 to 
£10 ,000 at a cheap rate of interest, it would be a great boon to the town, 
and would give great facilities to boats in landing their fish. A t present 
there are only a few boats that come to our wharves to land fish. They 
are obliged to corne to anchor in the harbour, and employ small boats at a 
cost to the fishermen of £ 6 0 0 or £700 . They have to pay £ 2 or £ 3 each 
boat per season for landing their fish, whereas if we had this additional 
breakwater, that would extend from the island to Newtown, all the fisher­
men could land their fish there, and save a good deal of money, as well as 
remove these from the south beach. We had no less than three serious 
accidents to children, who were run over during the last fortnight, from the 
want of accommodation for the traffic, and we do not see any way to get 
rid of it unless we can secure some place for the stations. 

17154. That would add to the harbour dues?—Yes, but still I think 
the increase of traffic would pay it. The increase is very considerable. 

17155. The Chairman.—Are you paying your interest here ?—Yes, and 
reducing the principal. 

J A M E S M ' C O M B I E , Fish-Curer, Peterhead (42)—examined. 

17156. The Chairman.—You come here prepared to make a statement? James 
j (JQ M'Combie. 

17157. Wi l l you be kind enough to make i t ? — I appear here as a 
delegate of the ratepayers and inhabitants of Storuoway, for the purpose 
of bringing before you the great necessity of extending the telegraphic 
system to the islands of the Hebrides, which is so much required for the 
proper conducting and development of the fisheries. I need not point out 
that the fish trade of the kingdom is the largest contributor to the 
telegraph revenue, and that being so, it proves of itself how much it is 
required for the conduct of the fisheries ; and if I can bring before your 
notice pluces in the Hebrides which are yet without its advantages, I 
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LEWIS. think you will see at once the great necessity of an extension to these 
parts. The fisheries of the Hebrides comprise the herring fishery—a very 

STORNOWAY. i m p 0 r j a n t fishery, the quality of which is supsrior to any in the kingdom 
James except the small fishery at Loch Fyne. There is also the cod and ling 

M'Combie. fishery, a very important fishery of itself, but for the want of telegraph 
and other facilities for the market, it is confiued to the salting instead of 
the fresh trade. This is a very important trade in its present state, but 
it cannot be utilised or taken advantage of. Then again we have the 
haddock fishery, a fishery which I am informed could be carried on with 
considerable advantage in this island ; but for want of transit and of the 
telegraph system, it cannot be utilised or carried on. Again, we have the 
salmon, lobster, and oyster fisheries, all of which I am informed by com­
petent persons could be carried out to a great extent, if they were only 
fostered as they should be, and as they are in other parts of the kingdom 
and in other countries. I produce a financial statement of the herring 
fisheries for the last ten years in the Stornoway section and Barra section, 
and also a statement of the cod and ling fisheries for the last ten years. 
It is as follows :— 

STATEMENT showing the Number of B ats Fishing, and the Total Catch 
of Herrings at each Section of S-< mo way District, in each year from 
1873 to 1882. 

Year. 

1873 
1874 
1875 
1896 
1877 
1878 
1879 
1880 
1881 
1882 

STORNOWAY SECTION. 

No. of 
Boats 

Fishing. 

599 
666 
711 
803 
688 
5-1 
750 

691 
691 

Total 
Crans of 
Herrings. 

39,642 
36,383 
33,446 
7,434 

57,708 
53,743. 
41,291 
65,088 
28,309 
42,996 

Estimated 
value. 

£99,105 0 0 
90,957 10 0 
83,615 0 0 
18,585 0 0 

144,270 0 0 
134,357 10 0 
103,227 10 0 
162,720 0 0 
70,772 10 0 

107,490 0 0 

BARRA SECTION. 

No. of 
Boats 

Fishing. 

435 
670 
542 
268 
398 
290 
334 
549 
594 
609 

Total 
Crans of 
Herrings. 

35,258 
27,900 
10,108 

7,911 
23,855 
11,360 
24,225 
36,758 
13,641 
2,984 

Estimated 
Value. 

£105,774 0 0 
83,700 0 0 
30,324 0 0 
23,733 0 0 
71,565 0 0 
34,080 0 0 
72,675 0 0 

110,274 0 0 
40,923 0 0 
8,952 0 0 

STATEMENT showing the Total Number of Cod, Ling, and Hake landed in 
Stornoway District, with the Weight thereof Cured dried in Cwts. for 
each year from 1873 to 1882. 

Year. 

1873 
1874 
1875 
1876 
1877 
1878 
1879 
1880 
1881 
1882 

Number of 
Cod, Ling, &c. 

481,570 
325,141 
471,611 
195,818 
484,811 
623,567 
829,807 
498,474 
304,230 
358,951 

Weight in Cwts. 

19,629 
13,402 
20,116 
9,074 

20,381 
26,018 
28,489 
19,967 
12,978 
15,524 

Estimated value. 

£24,536 5 0 
16,753 15 0 
25,145 0 0 
11,342 10 0 
25,476 5 0 
34,522 10 0 
35,611 5 0 
24,958 15 0 
16,222 10 0 
19,405 0 0 
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I may call your attention to the fact tha t in the Stornoway district LEWIS. 
the fishing has to a certain ex tent increased and developed; while 
iu the Barra section, where we have not those facilities which we have r 0 R : % 0 W A T 

a t Stornoway, i t is rather declining. I a t t r ibute tha t largely to the James 
want of telegraphic facilities. I think, if you will look a t the cod and M'Conbie. 
ling statistics, instead of developing as the fishery should do, and as it is 
doing in other parts of the kingdom, you will find it is rather on the 
decrease instead of on the increase. This I do not at t r ibute to the 
deficiency of cod and ling on the shores of the Hebrides, but to the want 
of proper prosecution, supported as i t should be by proper assistance from 
telegraph and steam communication at the nearest point. The ports or 
stations to which I recommend the extension of the telegraph wire are Barra, 
embracing Castle Bay and Vatersay, two very important stations, and a t 
Carloway on the west side of Lewis Ness on the north, and Portnaguirin 
on the east. I think tha t the extension of the telegraph to these stations 
would, in the first place, add greatly to the development of the fisheries, 
not only the herring, but t*il the other fisheries which I have enumerated ; 
secondly, would enable Barra and Ness to be utilised as signal stations ; 
and thirdly, it would afford an opportunity of establishing meteorological 
stations. W e have now a report from S tornoway every day, and tha t 
proves that a report from this island is very important to the meteorological 
office; and I am strongly of opinion tha t if reports were obtained from 
Ness and Barra, it would be far more important . Again, the extension of 
the telegraph to the stations I have mentioned is of great importance to 
the conduct of the herring fishery ; and I draw this remark not only from 
my own observations in this country, but from the result which has been 
obtained in Norway, where the Government has gone into the matter very 
exhaustively, and has placed stations at every point of the coast with a h e a l 
office reporting where shoals of herr ing are t o be seen, and thereby 
enabling the boats of a district to kuow where the shoals are, and to 
secure fish which would otherwise be untouched. N o t later than last year 
at this island we had a very important and successful fishing going on in 
this district, while at Barra i t proved almost a failure. Now, if we had 
had telegraphic communication to Castle Bay and Vatersay, boats might 
come here and secure the fishing, whereas they were obliged to remain 
there and do nothing. You will find from statistics tha t the fishing 
varies very much from year to year at particular places, and this is very 
much the case at Barra. Last year it was a comparative failure, and now 
we have a very successful fishing going on, so much so tha t certain of the 
fishermen have been considering whether they should not go from 

nowav to Barra, and complete the remainder of their t ime there 
instead of here. So much for the fluctuation of the fishing, and so much 
for the necessity of the extension of the telegraph wire iu order to the 
proper conduct of the fisheries at this island. Then again we have a sort 
iif telegraph system on this island. I do not speak as regards Stornoway, 
but as regards the middle part of the island from Lochmaddy and Loch-
boisdale. There they have a sham telegraph system. They have only 
the single needle instead of the Morse instrument, and it takes three or four 
hours b e f c e you can receive a message from these stations, apparently 
from the si. rle which is carried on, there being tha t old and antiquated 
one of the single needle. In addition to that , a good many of the curers 
at Barra have |arranged this season curers' messengers from Castle Bay to 
Lochboisdale, arriving there in the afternoon with probably twenty or 
thirty messages, and i t often happens tha t it is not till eight oelock or 
later, and often nex t morning, tha t we receive those messages. The 
consequence is tha t our arrangements are entirely useless, because we are 

4 B 
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LEWIS. unable to send a reply that night—the messenger leaving after eight 
, —; o'clock. So while we have endeavoured to help ourselves, our endeavour ha* 
T ' been entirely set aside by the inability of the offices there to undertake the 

James work when brought to them. I have some messages here to prove what I 
M'Combie. have stated. Not later than Saturday a message arrives at Lochboisdale &"-> 

6.40, and is sent out at 8.37 ; another arrives at 5.40, and is sent out at 
9.10. The consequence is that we are unable to send a reply on Satm 
Again I have to complain, as a representative of the trade, of a still greater 
grievance, namely, erroneous messages which are conveyed. These do 
immense harm to the fishing interest, because messages and reports are 
often sent which are not correct. One message was to the effect that 
there was a large heavy fishing, so much that the curers were not able to 
undertake it. That was not the case. It may have been that the boats 
were loaded, but the curers would have been glad to undertake all they 
had. That I account for by the telegraph being at such a distance from 
the station, and the party having imperfect knowledge of the case. I 
would refer now to the report of the Royal Commission of 1878, in 
which evidence is given in reference to the extension of the telegraph 
to Castle Bay. The recommendation of the Commission is upon pp. 
51, 52, and 53. Again, in the report of the Select Committee of 1881, 
it is stated and recommended that the extension of the telegraph wires 
•would be of great advantage and service to the fisheries. Though a 
report was given in 1878 and again in 1881, we are still in 1883 without 
this extension. The matter was brought before Parliament by Mr 
Barclay asking a question of the Lord Advocate as to the extension of 
the telegraph "wire to Castle Bay and Barra, and to the Orkneys and 
Shetland. Various sums are mentioned for the various extensions, but 
at the same time it is stated that these cannot be carried out without the 
necessary guarantees. Now I ask, if you consider that Government is 
in possession at this moment of £40,000 of a direct tax on the fisheries, 
how can they ask that a guarantee should be given in connection with 
the extension of these wires so much required for the proper development 
and conduct of the fisheries 1 I think it is admitted that it is about that 
sum which stands at the credit of the fisheries drawn from the brand. 
If we contrast this with the interest that is taken by other nations, such 
as Norway and Sweden, where they give their best attention and encou-
n e e their best scientific men to study and help the fishings; if we take 
Germany, which of late years has expended a deal of money in encouraging 
the fisheries; if we take Holland and Belgium, where the Government 
gives the matter serious attention and assistance; if we take France, 
where it has received every assistance the Government can give; and 
again America, that gives it not only their attention but their assistance ; 
we are inclined to ask, not only in the Hebrides but in the whole of 
Scotland, why is this injustice done to Scotland in asking guarantees at 
our hands, when at the same time they have funds in their possession, the 
proceeds of a direct tax drawn from the trade itself 1 I t is high time 
that Government should see it their interest not to seek these guarantees 
when they have such a sum in their hands. It is also time that these 
recommendations should be given effect to, so that the fisheries may be 
properly developed and carried out. I may add, in conclusion, that in 
addition to the telegraph, the acceleration of the mails, the buoying of 
sunken rocks, and loans of money at interest to build fishermen's houses, 
would all contribute to the improvement of the fishings. In reference 
to the buoying of rocks, I may mention that representations have been 
made for a number of years back to have that very dangerous rock the 
Chicken Rock buoyed, but these have been taken no notice of. We have 
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also several rocks down in Castle Bay, in reference to which it took LEWIS. 
several years to bring the matter before them before it was done ; and on _ ~ , 
one very important rock in Castle Bay, the beacon was washed down and 
remained so for three years, and I was only told a fortnight ago that they Jame3 
were now in the act of putting it up. M'Combie. 

17158. Mr Cameron.—After the very full statement you have made, it 
is unnecessary to make further explanations on the subject of the telegraph, 
but we should like to know what you propose in reference to acceleration 
of the mails?—What I propose is that, starting the night mail from 
London at nine o'clock, it would arrive at Strome Ferry at half-past three, 
adding to the acceleration which is promised ; and instead of the mail 
passing to Ullapool, the steamer should cross direct to Strome Ferry, and 
leave immediately with the mails and light goods. Giving it six hours to 
arrive here, we would have the mail at ten or eleven o'clock at night ready 
to be delivered next morning, instead of getting the letters at six or seven 
o'clock at night when business hours are over. 

17159. You say that something has been promised: what has been 
promised ?—Acceleration. I gather that from the evidence given by Mr 
Dougal. 

17160. Has anything been promised in reference to the Ullapool route1? 
—Nothing. 

17161. That is, I presume, the chief thing you would like to get?—Yes. 
17162. Have you made representations to the Postmaster-General?— 

I am not aware it was done, but there was a public meeting last week at 
which resolutions were carried and ordered to be forwarded. 

17163. Would it suit you if the mail were to caH at Portree on the 
route ?—I do not see why it should not suit us, if they would not detain 
the steamer by working goods too much. My opinion is, that one boat 
would be sufficient to carry the mails and goods, and to convey fresh fish 
from here. „ 

17161. Would it not be possible for the post office to carry out such a 
contract at a very moderate rate in consideration of the large amount 
which would be derived from the carriage of fish by the persons who took 
the contract?—L believe it would take a much less rate than at present. 

17165. And you think the carriage of fish would continue almost all 
the year round ?—I do. 

17166. You talk of haddock: do they catch much haddock here?— 
No; they do not catch much, because they cannot get them despatched in 
time. 

17167. We heard the other day at Ne:s that they used turbot for bait 1 
—I believe they do. 

17168. By this arrangement could turbot and haddock and such valu­
able fish be conveyed, packed in ice of course, to London ?—Yes, quite 
safely. 

17169. How do they catch the haddock?—With small lines. 
17170. Do you believe there are plenty of haddock about Ì—I believe 

there are. 
17171. Where is there any oyster fishing ?—I believe there is oyster 

fishing in Loch Roag, though not properly cultivated. So far as my 
inquiries have gone, if carried out on the principle of farming, it would be 
a very important fishery, and I believe the oysters there are of a very 
improved quality. 

17172. Is it East or West Loch Roag that you mean ?—I do not know 
which part; my information is rather general. 

17173. Do you believe that the deep sea herring fishing has any effect 
in preventing shoals of herring going inland, so as to injure the autumn 
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LEWIS. fishing in the bays and creeks'?—That is rather a puzzling question. I n 
Norway, where the best men have been engaged upon it, they have not 

TORNOWAY. y e t - o e o n a |3i e ^0 arrive at the habits of the fish, aud their habits are so 
James peculiar that it is a very difficult matter to give an opinion. 

M'Combie. 17174. But the fishing on the mainland in the various arms of the sea 
has fallen off in late years, contemporaneously with the increase of thei 
deep sea fishing ?—Generally speaking, i t has. 

17175. You are not in a position to give an opinion a3 to the one being 
the cause of the o t h e r ? — N o ; I am not prepared to give an opinion, 
though I have studied the question. 

17176. The Cluxirman,—With regard to the influence of the telegraph 
in developing the cod fishery, would the price of cod be increased if the 
telegraph went to Barra and Carloway and those places?—Coupled with 
the acceleration of the railway, the prices would be increased 100 per 
cent. W e could send the fish in fresh. 

ALEXANDER MURRAY, Merchant, Stornoway (46)—examined . 

Alexander 17177. Mr Cameron.—Whom do you represent?—Parties who have 
Murray. grazing lands outside the boundary of Stornoway. 

17178. Have you any statement on the subject?—Yes. 
17179. Will you kindly make i t ?—Under the Seaforth family the 

town had from 80 to 100 head of cattle and about two square miles of 
moorland to graze them on. This moorland ex tended almost in a straight 
line from the Stornoway mill to the Creed river, north and south of the 
Lochs road. That portion of the moorland to the south was used for 
wintering, and tha t to the north for summering. The rent was 10s. per 
head of cattle, always paid in advance. The townspeople had arable 
ground in Goat-hill rented to them in rigs or acres a t from £ 2 , 6s. to £6 
sterling per Scotch acre. Dykes were made by the tenants. Some of the 
townspeople had three head of cattle, and a goodly number had two. 
These having lands used to have potatoes all the year round, grown on their 
own lands, besides some oat and barley meal. The people were comfortable 
and well to do. There was no poor rate, or its demoralising tendencies; good 
schools and good scholars, wi thout an expensive and cumbersome School 
Board sys tem; no police and no police r a te ; only one lawyer in the Lewis, 
and he not overburdened with work. Un t i l recently, we always had a Gaelic-
speaking sheriff. The Lewis under the Seaforths was happy and contented, 
—well fed, well clothed, and imported little if any meal or food of any kind. 
The old potatoes saw the new in ; the surplus of grain they were able to sell 
Avas sufficient to keep a large distillery going in Stornoway and no small 
number of illicit stills, and every man made his own home-brewed nut-
brown ale. The legal and illicit stills are gone long syne, and poverty has 
made the crofters forego their nut-brown ale. Tradesmen and crofters put 
aside each year their winter stock of beef and mutton. The crofters were 
able to sell in town their own butter. Neither but ter nor cheese was im­
ported, the island producing sufficient for i ts wants. They did not know 
what it was to want . I n those days the few poor were as well fed and 
clothed as their neighbours, who from their own fulness supplied those 
who were indigent. There was no word in those days of the lazy Lew isman. 
They got sufficient land to keep them employed, and sufficient returns from it 
to keep them out of debt. No wonder that the past generation spoke of 
the Seaforth family with affectionate reverence. The late Sir James 
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Matheson bought the island of Lewis in June 1844, and in November of LEWIS. 
the same year deprived the townspeople of all their summer grazings, and 
began to enclose the same and to plant it with young wood. This portion 0R? '0WAY 

is now called Lewis Castle policies. The town being now confined to their Alexander 
summer grazings, the inhabitants saw it was hopeless to keep on their Murray. 
stock, and gradually began to sell them off. A few years thereafter the 
Goat-hill lands were gradually taken from them, park by park, until about 
1854 they had no arable land on Goat-hill. No compensation was given 
for dykes or improvements. All that the townspeople have now are two 
parks in Goat-hill for grazing. One park of about 5 acres paid a rent of 
£20, which this year was reduced to £15,—the other park, of 6 | acres, 
paying £22, 10s, The number of cattle on these parks is fifteen. 'Ike 
Goat-hill lands were attached to the Manor farm and to the Goat-hill farm. 
About 1869 the estate took Goat-hill farm into their own hands and 
turned it into a dairy farm, and shortly after raised the price of milk. 
The price of milk all the year round prior to 1869 was fourpence per half 
gallon. In 1869 the price was raised by the estate management to 
sixpence per half gallon from November to May, and back to fourpence 
from June to October. The milk supply comes now from the farms of 
Goat-hill, Melbost, Holm, and Stoneyfield. Goat-hill since 1869 is in the 
hands of a tenant. As regards evictions, the last of them occurred about 
five years ago in widow Park. I shall also ask leave to call attention to 
some remarks made on the crofting system, which has never been rjroperly 
handled by any one. 

17180. We do dot wish your own views of the crofting system, because 
we have not time to go into it. If any witness has stated facts which you 
wish to dispute you may do so1'—The total area of the Lewis is 417,460 
acres. 

17181. We have evidence from the Ordnance Survey map, and we 
cannot go into that. If you will answer any question on the subject of 
want of milk, or the taking of pasture lands from Stornoway, we shall be 
satisfied. Who exactly are the people of Stornoway whom you represent 1 
—The inhabitants of the town. 

17182. They are not crofters Ì—They had these lands outside the town. 
17183. Were they crofters 1—Some of them were crofters in a sense of 

the word, others were tradesmen who had a bit of croft—two or three acres. 
17184. Sheriff Nicolson.—How did they make their living? Did they 

ever make their living by the land Ì—-They were tradesmen, and the lands 
were a help to them; and they feel the want of them now. 

17185. Then they were deprived of those lands by Sir Jame3 Matheson ? 
—Yes. 

17186. And he took the ground into his hands for the purpose of 
making a park 1—For the purpose of making parks, and he lotted it into 
farms. Part was given to the Home farm, and part to the Goat-hiU farm; 
the remaining three parts were given to the townspeople. 

17187. Is Goat-hill let to a tacksman %—Part of the hill is attached to 
the Goat-hill farm, and part is attached to the manor farm. Three parks 
are held by parties in the town for grazing purposes—at least two for 
grazing purposes, and one is arable. 

17188. Are they parties who had not any of these lands before'(-—They 
had not any of these lands before. 

17189. Has the rent of the portion given to these three persons been 
increased 1—Yes. 

17190. Do they keep cows upon these parks 1—Yes. 
17191. And supply the town with milk 1—Some families don't use all 

the milk; they sell the surplus. 
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LEWIS. 

STORNOWAY. 

Alexander 
Murray. 

17192. They are not dairy farmers?—No. 
17193. Are there still a few people in the town who have grass for a 

cow ?—There are fifteen cows belonging to the town in those parks. 
17194. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—I understand your grievance to be this, 

that the moment Sir James Matheson bought the property, some crofters 
and other people who were paying small rents outside the burgh boundaries 
for grass for their cows were dispossessed, and have thereby suffered very 
great inconvenience ?—That is so. 

17195. And not only so, but detriment to the younger members of their 
families in the want of milk ?—Yes. 

17196. Was any reason ever aUeged for that act ?—No reason alleged. 
17197. Of course, the taking away of the ground and adding it to the 

policies may be some reason, but there was no reason for giving it to 
tacksmen ?-—There was no reason for taking it for the use of the policies, 
or giving it to the farmers. The ground was well tiUed. 

17198. Were remonstrances made at the time or at any other time?—I 
do not think there was much use in doing so. 

17199. But under the present chamberlain, when any of those leases 
fall out, would it not be wise for the people to apply to him, and oiiV-r at 
least some rent?—It would be very wise, if there was any chance of 
getting it. 

17200. And a wise thing for the landlord to consent to?—I think so. 
17201. What is the value of this land, in respect of being in the 

neighbourhood of the town, for dairy purposes ?—It used to be rented to 
the township at from 37s. to 48s. per imperial acre. 

17202. What would be the value of it now, considering its situation in 
regard to the town, for dairy purposes ?—As to the parks that are already 
let, one is let at £ 2 per acre, the other at about £ 3 , 15s. 

17203. "What is done with the milk that is produced on those parks 
now ?—It is mostly used by the family that owns the cow. 

17204. Is there not enough of land to keep more than one cow for 
each family ?—Some families have two cows. 

17205. Supposing the chamberlain were willing to let the people of 
Stornoway or the crofters have moorland, where could that land be 
obtained ?—It could be obtained on the ground which is in the hands of 
the estate. 

17206. Which is on the home farm?—There is no moorland attached 
to the home farm. 

17207. What becomes of the milk produced on the home farm?— 
There is no milk produced on the home farm for sale, so far as I am 
aware. 

172OS. Don't they keep cows?—Not that I am aware of. The Goat-
hill farm is in the hands of another tenant. That farm stLU sends milk 
into the town. 

17209. Sheriff Nicolson.—How many people were deprived of this 
privilege by Sir James ?—I cannot tell 

17210. Was it a considerable number of inhabitants?—A considerable 
number. 

MURDO MACLEOD, Agent of the British Linen Company's Bank (38) 
—examined. 

Murdo 
Macleod. 

17211. The Chairman.—Do you wish to make any short statement to 
us?—I did not expect to be caUed upon to give evidence, but I shall be 
glad to answer any questions that may be put to me. I would merely 
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say that I am inclined to confirm very generally the statements niadj LEWIS. 
by Dr Macrae. I think they embody pretty fuHy the ideas I entertain ~" • 
on the general question which has occupied the attention of the Corn- T A 

mission, and I am also very much of opinion that the grievances which Muido 
exist in the Lewis cannot be reached by any single means. I think any Macleod. 
improvement that takes place must be the result of two or three lines,— 
that is to say improvement upon the land, and yet further development of 
the fishing, and also the extension of education, leading many of the people 
to turu their attention away from the Lewis to the cities, and also to our 
colonies. I concur very fully in the opinion expressed, that a good deal 
of improvement might be effected in the proper allotment of the lands in 
the island. I am of opinion that the most is not made of the island— 
even what is now assigned for cropping purposes-—and also that a good 
deal of the waste land could be profitably utilised to give fresh crofts to 
men who are now without them. 

17212. Have you been long on this island?—I was born in Stornoway, 
and have lived here all my life. 

17213. With regard to the waste lands that could be utilised, on what 
portion of the island do these waste lands exist 1—I consider in all parts 
of the island. 

17214. Do you refer to land which is presently waste and may be 
cultivated, or do you refer to land which witnesses called waste, and which 
is under sheep 1—1 refer to land that is really not under cultivation at 
present—under peat moss, and also under townships. 

17215. Do you consider that peat moss is capable of improvement?— 
Yes, when it is not very deep, and where it has been partially cut off for 
fuel purposes. 

17216. You think it is quite, as good as much of the land that has been 
already cultivated and made remunerative Ì—Yes. 

17217. Do you attribute the same importance to fencing that Dr Macrae 
did ?—Yes, I do; and it has always been very much neglected, to my 
mind. 

17218. Do you agree with the evidence which has been given by Mr 
Smith and Mr M'Combie as to the development of the fishings ?—Yes. 

17219. And as to the improvement of the postal and telegraphic 
communication 1—Yes, I am very much in sympathy with them. 

17220. Probably you feel the want of that in your business?—Yes ; but 
I feel it more as to how it affects the general population, because I consider 
that whatever is directly beneficial to the trade of Stornoway reaches in 
an indirect way the general population. 

17221. What is your opinion as to the condition of the people in regard 
to material prosperity at the present moment, compared with what it was 
a few years back ?—-I am of opinion that there is a far greater amount of 
general comfort among the people, taken as a whole, than there used to be 
in former times. At the same time, I qualify that by saying that I think 
there is a greater number of paupers and poor people than there used to 
be, and that is very much the result of the subdividing of the land and the 
general impoverishment of those who look to the land alone for their living. 

17222. Do yon think the people are more heavily in debt now to mer­
chants than they were at a former period ?—Well, on an average, I do not 
think they are. The population is greater, and perhaps the aggregate of 
debt may be greater; but on an average, I do not think it is. 

17223. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—Are you aware that most of the people 
here are in favour of larger crofts ?—Yes, that is the feeling of the people. 

17224. Do you think it, in their circumstances, not an unreasonable 
wish ?—I think it quite reasonable. 
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LEWIS. 17225. Do you believe, from your own knowledge of your countrjinen, 
that if they had what they want they would set vigorously to work, 

STORNOWAY. a n c j t a k e i n a greafc feoi m o r e ]an(j t i i a n there is at present?—Most 
Murdo emphatically I do. In my inquiries among them the feeling seems to 

Macleod. be ' How little land we have,' and also those who have no land at aU are 
discouraged to ask for it, 

17226. Could a crofter reclaim land near his own place at a very much 
cheaper rate than a proprietor or outsider could do it?—Yes: a great part 
of the land of the Lewis has been so reclaimed just by the labour of the 
people. During a great part of the year their time is not of very great 
value, and if they had these waste lands to work upon they would have 
an inducement to work which they have not at present. 

17227. The Chairman.—We are told they are employed during most 
of the year, and have practicaUy no waste time ?—That is not the case. 
As regards those who are connected with the fashing, there is always a 
good deal of unsuitable weather, and when the ground is near them they 
can give a few hours to it, when it might be unsuitable to go to sea. 

17228. But are they not looking after their boats, and unsettled, 
and not disposed to go and trench the land 1—Well, on account of the 
absence of harbours, they have their boats hauled up, and they just put 
them out when they need to go out to sea. 

17229. Sheriff Nicolson.—In one part of the Isle of Skye we found that 
for some years there had been a great deal of business in the way of bills, 
which it was said has to a large extent brought the country into a state of 
poverty. Is there anything of that sort going on here among the crofter 
class 1 Do they do anything in the way of bills ?—-Very little, accord­
ing to my experience. They do not seem to experience very great 
difficulty in providing the rent at all. They appear to me to pay the rent 
wonderfully well, because they will pinch themselves in every way, and 
perhaps neglect their debt, for the purpose of paying the rent. I think that, 
taken upon the whole, and considering the number of years the estate has 
been under management, the amount of outstanding bad debts must form 
a very small percentage. I question if any other trading in the Lewis 
could show such a favourable result. 

17230. Generally, do you think there is a larger amount of debt to 
merchants for provisions and other things than there was a few years 
ago, apart from this particular year ?—No, I think it is less. I think 
the relations between fishermen and curers are on a more favourable basis 
than they used to be. 

DUNCAN MACKENZIE, Crofter, Melbost (69)—examined. 

Duncan 17231. Tlie Chairman.—You expressed a wish to make a statement 
Mackenzie, here to day ; will you do so Ì—I have to say that there have been rights 

taken away from the township to which I belong which they possessed 
before. Thirty-four years ago our land was so much abridged that we 
have nothing outside the heads of our rigs, between us and the sea on 
the other side. We have no pasture ground at all. The little we had 
between us and the sea was taken away from us, and a wire fence was 
put up between us. I believe all through the bounds of this estate you 
would not see a boundary so disagreeable to look at as ours, and we 
are now every year obliged to keep up and pay for the cost of that wire 
fence. 
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17232. In whose time did you lose this l a n d ; was it in Sir James LEWIS. 
Matheson's time ?—Yes. 

17233. W a s it the year he came to the p lace?—No; some years STORNQWAY. 
afterwards. D t i n p a n 

17231 . Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—Who got the place?—I t was given Mackenzie, 
to the person who has it to-day, Mr Houston, Goramclete. 

17235. Were you in arrears of rent a t the t ime ?—No. 
17236. W h o was factor at the t ime ?—Mr John Mackenzie. 
17237. Did you get a deduction of rent1?—Not a p e n n y ; it has been 

raised upon us since tha t time. 
17238. S ix shillings each 1—More than £ 1 . 
17239. Was any land reclaimed after that1?—Yes; there was a bit of 

land given to us for which we have £ 1 3 , 10s. to p a y ; bu t it is now a 
thoroughfare for the cattle of the place, and all the sand tha t is used in 
and about the place is taken out of it, so tha t carts are constantly going 
up and down there. 

17210. Did you complain at the t i m e ? — W e did, but what was the 
good of that ? If a complaint was made to the chamberlain, the chamber­
lain just raised his stick to the man who made it. 

ANGUS MACLEOD, Crofter and Fish Merchant, Portnaguirin ( U n ­
examined, 

17211. The Chairman.—You have given in a statement to the Com- An-nis 
mission ?—Yes. ' I have been appointed to appear before the Royal Macleod. 
' Commission by the crofters and fishermen of this district to state their 
' grievances. First , crofters are overcrowded. In many instances three 
1 families are in the same croft. The land is poor, and they have too little 
' of it. Second, they suffer heavily for want of harbours to prosecute the 
' fishing. Portnaguirin is one of the oldest and best fishing ports, and 
' there is from 100 to 150 fishermen depending upon it for the most 
' part of the year, and is still neglected and left in its natural state, 
- consequently the fishermen have to load and unload from a ton or two 
1 tons of ballast, and then haul their boats from 50 to 100 yards every 
' time they go to s ea ; and owing to the roughness of the shore and want 
' of protection, the boats that ought to last them ten years, will only 
' last them for three. There is no doubt if there was a harbour they 
* would have larger and better boats, and could land twice the quanti ty 
' of fish. Third, we suffer from want of telegraphic communication t o 
' the fishing ports, so tha t we cannot have ready communication with the 
1 southern markets, which now would be of great advantage to the fisher-
f m e n . — A N G U S MACLEOD, delegate.' 

17212. This is written by M r Wa l t e r Rose, Secretary of the Lewis 
Highland Land Law Reform Association ?—Yes. 

17213. W h a t you most complain of is a want of fishing accommodation, 
a pier or shelter for your boats ?—Yes ; even a pier would be better than 
nothing, but a harbour is much required. 

1 7 2 i l . Would it be easy to make a harbour?—Not very easy. 
17215. Portnaguirin is in Broad Bay ?—Yes. 
17216. Is it the best situation for forming a harbour?—That or Gress. 

Portnaguirin is a much more important fishing place. 
17217. How many boats fish there?—Perhaps twenty to twenty-five, 

for cod, ling, and lobsters, during the yea r ; and if there was a harbour 
there would be many more. 
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LEWIS. 
D O N A L D M ' C A S K I L L , Crofter aud Fisherman, Sheshader (54)—examined. 

STORNOWAT. 

Donald 17248. The Chairman.—Were you sent by the people of Sheshader?— 
M'Caskill Yes. 

17249. W h a t is the population of Sheshader?—There are twenty-eight 
lots in the township, but there are many of them on which there are more 
than one family. 

17250 . Were they aU present when you were chosen?—Yes. 
17251. Why did you not come here on Fr iday?—We were told the 

meeting was to be in the Free Church of Garabost. 
17252. W h o told you that?—"We heard it about a fortnight ago in the 

town here. 
17253. W h a t have you got to say on the part of the people of Sheshader ? 

— I remember when the township was under twelve tenants. That is forty 
years ago. The rent was £ 4 2 . There are now twenty-eight lots, and the 
rent is above £ 1 0 0 ; but a dyke was made round the arable land by orders 
of the proprietor, and a tax of os. was made on every lot, of which there 
were twenty-one at the time—thirty-four years ago. I t was erected by the 
proprietor, and the people were paid for doing the work, bu t the crofters 
have had to keep it up ever since. A promise was made at the time that 
when the dyke was paid for they would be free from any further expense. 
I t cost about £ 7 0 , and already there has been £ 8 0 paid for it. Then there 
was a tax of 5s. pu t upon every crofter for the roads. The 5s. for the 
roads was then changed into hill money. Both these taxes are now in­
cluded in the rent, and if anybody sends a cow to the hill he pays 2s. for 
the grass for a month or six weeks. W h e n I became a family man, I. built 
a house for myself close to my father's, and Iwas fined £ 5 by the chamber­
lain for it. I went to the chamberlain and told him I would rather go 
back to my father's house than pay that , but he would not let me off with­
out paying the fine. There were other four of my father's family, and 
when they saw how things were going on under the chamberlain they fled 
away, with the exception of one. The boundaries of the township are now 
no larger than they were when they were paying £ 4 2 . Instead of that, 
they lost something out of the back of the town. 

D O N A L D MACLEOD, Crofter, Lower Bayble (60)—examined. 

Donald 17254. The Chairman.—Were you chosen by the people of Lower 
Macleod. Bayble I— Yes. 

17255. W h a t have you to say?—When our land was allotted under the 
present proprietor it was done by Mr Scobie. At that time there were six 
families at the end of the township where I am, and my brother was on 
the lot which I now occupy. His rent was then £ 3 , 10s. The land was 
taken from us at tha t t ime for a curing station, spreading places for nets, 
and accommodation for boats. There was a deduction of 5s. from our lots 
and some of the other lots on account of that for some time. But after 
Mr Scobie's time tha t 5s. was laid on us again, when the lots were nex t 
settled by Mr J o h n Mackenzie, the rent of that ground which my brother 
had, and which I now occupy, was raised to £ 4 , 19s., and to make my story 
short, I paid this year £ 7 , 12s. 6d, for tha t same ground. Of tha t 19s. 
was paid on account of road money I had not been paying before. On the 
same ground, on which I remember my father and mother keeping five 
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cows, I keep two and another young beast, and I have difficulty in keeping LEWIS. 
them. 

17256. What rent did you pay last year ?—About £6 . J-TOKKQWAI 
17257. What is the bare rent without including road money or arrears? Donald 

—When I came into possession of the land the bare rent was £-4, 19s. Macleod. 
Then there was 5s. added to that for road money. It is now part of the 
rent, and when I objected to that there was a fine of 7s. put upon me. 1 
would get no receipts from Mr Muuro until I paid that 7s. 

17258. Was that 7s. arrears of rent from previous years?—It was Mr 
Munro who put that fine upon me. I held on for two years without 
paying it, and I would get no receipts till I paid i t 

17259. Was the 7s. included in the receipt when you paid it?—No. 
17260. Who got the 7s. 1—The rulers of the estate know that ; I do 

not. 
17261. Then your rent now is £ 5 , 4s. 1—Yes, £5, 4s. is the bare rent 

now. 
17262. How did you pay £6 , 12s. last year ?—-[Witness handed in 

receipts.] 
17263. There is grazing of cows and herding of sheep here in these 

receipts, did you know that ?—Yes, that is for grazing which our fathers 
had for nothing. 

17264. What stock do you keep for the £5 , 4s. ?—Two cows and a 
young beast and six ewes. 

[ADJOURNED.] 

KEOSE, LEWIS , TUESDAY, J U N E 12, 1883. 

(See Appendix A, XLI. mid XLV.) 

Present:— 

Six KENNETH S. MACKENZIE, Bart., Chairman. 
DONALD CAMERON, Esq. of Lochiel, M.P. 
C. FRASER-MACKINTOSH, Esq., M.P. 
Sheriff NICOLSON, LL.D. 
Professor MACKINNON, M.A. 

WILLIAM MACKAY, Chamberlain on the Lewis Estates—re-examined. 

17265. The Chairman.—You have a statement to make to us?—I 
stated at Uig that no person who might come forward and state their 
grievances would suffer anything in consequence. I thought perhaps the 
Chairman would have mentioned it at Breasclete, and I did not do it 
there. I was not asked about it, neither was I asked at Barvas; but I 
gave such an assurance at Ness, and now I give it here. It was said at 
Stornoway that there were certain townlands taken from the townspeople. 
It is the case that they occupied land at one time—tradesmen, merchants, 
and others in the town of Stornoway—on which they grew potatoes. 
They also had a great number of cows. That was done away with. 
They began to give up the lands at that time on account of the failure of 
the potatoes; and I have to mention that in 1849, on account of these 
lands held by townspeople, there was £500 of irrecoverable arrears wiped 
off. Now, what was done with that land ? A portion was added to the manor 

- i 

LEWIS. 

KEOSE. 

William 
Mackay. 
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LEWIS, farm, and a portion made into parks round the town, still let to townspeople. 
A portion was converted into pleasure grounds, made over to Stornoway. 

0SE ' Two of them are immediately behind Bay Head, and for the approach to 
William the castle a portion had to be taken off a feu to the extent of 27 poles, 
Mackay. for which £325 was paid. Then it was said the people were in doubt 

whether those removed from the Bay Head houses ever got compensation. 
I can say that they did,—those who came into the town,—and others 
were provided with new crofts outside the town. I wish to explain my own 
views with regard to this waste land outside townships, which we have 
been told is called cultivated. I have here a plan of a small place such as 
they described down at Bayble. A man stated it was taken from them. 
Now, it was only given to the existing tenants to extend their lots out 
into this back ground themselves. They did so, and the rest of the town­
ship immediately complained on account of the trouble it would give them 
to go round a certain piece with their cattle. There is a great deal of such 
land farther along, and complaint is made that the crofters are not 
aUowed to get it. New tenants are not allowed to get it, but these old 
tenants are allowed to extend out there, and leave the lower portions of their 
lots under grass. I have just one other remark to make. I mentioned a good 
many things which Sir James Matheson did, and which I considered were for 
the benefit of the island, and I may mention some things which Lady 
Matheson has done. In addition to £1500 given to the destitution fund, 
she supplied potatoes to the extent of £100 privately to the people, of 
which no notice has hitherto been taken. She expends £58 for each parish 
in private charity—clothing and the like of that. She also sent the 
Volunteers at her own expense to the Review at Edinburgh. She kept 
the Reserve men while the Duke of Edinburgh was here; and she con­
tributed to the boat disaster fund. I have not the amount. Lately she 
sent six men to the Fishery Exhibition at her own expense, to whom she 
paid wages at the rate of 20s. per week, and it cannot be said that she is 
behind with her subscriptions on any occasion. I have also to say that 
there has not been a case brought before you of a man not getting com­
pensation for a house, or who was deprived of a house without getting 
compensation. Another thing I may mention is, that all the crofters, and 
tacksmen as well, are supplied with tiles for draining free. 

17266. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—You mentioned that there were some 
parks about Stornoway now at the disposal of the townspeople ?—They 
are permanently let to the townspeople, and on these parks they have 
some cattle. 

17267. How many are there?—I cannot tell just now. 
17268. You do not know the total acreage?—No. 
17269. Or the rent?—The rent of some of them is pretty high— 

perhaps as high as £2 per acre. It is good pasture. 
17270. Could not the giving out of the grass parks be enlarged with 

advantage to the estate when a tack falls in ?—It would not be enlarged 
unless they encroached upon the Goat-hill farm or the manor farm. 

17271. Is the Goat-hill farm in the proprietor's hands?—No ; it is let 
to a tenant. 

17272. And that is the only part really that could be given off, if it were 
thought advisable to do so ?—Yes. 

17273. Mr Cameron.—The large farm of Park is now in Lady 
Matheson's hands ?—Yes. 

17274. How did it come to be in her hands?—The lease is out. . 
17275. Did she try to let it again?—Yes. 
17276. Did you advertise it ?—Yes. 
17277. Did you get an offer for it?—Not as a farm. 
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17278. The Cliairman.—I have heard it stated that small tenants 
applied for that farm ?—They did. 

17279. What did they offer for it?—There was not a formal offer made. 
They asked if they would get part of it. 

17280. What is the rent of it ?—The grazing rent of it is £850 . 
17281. Did they give you any reason to suppose that they would be able 

to pay such a rent ?—We never came to question of rent at all. 
17282. Why did you not come to question of rent1?—Because we refused 

to let the place to crofters. 
17283. You thought it would be inexpedient to put crofters there?—It 

was thought so. 
17284. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—Has Lady Matheson power to set a lease 

for a period of years ?—For nineteen years. 
17285. Professor Mackinnon.—Was this the reason you did not enter­

tain the crofter's offer, that the farm was not considered suitable for a 
crofting farm ?—Yes, that was what was considered—that it was not 
suitable for crofters. There was not an offer; it was an application. 

17286. But your reason for declining to entertain the application was 
that you did not consider the farm suitable for that class of tenants ?—Yes, 
and that more could be got for it otherwise. 

17287. You thought the question had not reached the stage of rent?— 
It did not. 

17288. The consideration did not go to the extent of the question of 
rent at all %—No. 

LEWIS. 

KEOSE. 

William 
Mackay. 

JOHN SMITH, Crofter, Balallan (75)—examined. 

17289. The Chairman.—Were you elected by the township of Balallan? John SniiiL. 
—Yes. 

17290. Who called the Balallan people together to elect you?—Those 
who were going among the people from out of Stornoway. 

17291. Who were those %-—Those who were at the head of the Stornoway 
meetings. 

17292. Was it Mr Morrison?—Mr Morrison and Rev. Mr Martin, and 
Mr Mackenzie, who is here present. 

17293. Were there any strangers present?—No, they were all of the 
island.—'Statement of Balallan People. We beg to lay before the 
' Commissioners the way in which Balallan has been so badly ruled. 
' 1. About forty-four years ago, when Mr John Knox was chamberlain here, 
' he took Kintarvay, or part of our hill pasture, from us, and joined it with 
* sporting grounds of Aline. 2. Sixteen crofters were placed among us 
' when the Park tenants were displaced. 3. Mr John Scoby, " Factor," 
' formed the village of Arivruach, west from Balallan on our hill pasture, 
' without allowing any discount in our rents. 4. When Mr John 
1 Mackenzie became factor he divided Balallan into sixty-four crofts, and 
1 increased the rents. 5. Mr Donald Munro also increased our rents. 6. 
' When Mr William M'Kay became factor we got some hill pasture from 
' him, and also a place to cut our peats in. 7. We now entreat that, by 
' the favour of Lady Matheson and Mr William Mackay, all the squatters 
' (people without crofts, thirty-two in number) will be removed, or places 
' given to them, as they are an entire burden on the tenants, as also high 
' rents and taxes.—JOHN SMITH, senior, DONALD MARTIN, ALEXANDER 

M 'KENZIE, JOHN MACLEOD, JOHN SMITH, junior.' 
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17291. What was the rent of Balallan when you first remember?— 
£153. 

17295. What is the rent to-day ?—£215, 2s. 
17296. Is that exclusive of rates and taxes?—Exclusive of taxes. 
17297. Does it include the road money and the kain money?—Yes, 

it includes that. 
17298. Is that the increase made by Mr Munro to which reference is 

here made ?—That was the only permanent rise of rent that he imposed. 
There were temporary impositions. In one case the rent was doubled 
because one kept a married son. 

17299. How many lots were there before the place was lotted under Mr 
John Mackenzie ?—There were twenty-six lots when Sir James Matheson 
bought the property. 

17300. How many families were living on the twenty-six lots?—There 
were a few of them that had two families upon them. 

17301. There were not two families upon each?—No, only upon a few. 
17302. Were these families brought in from other places after the lot­

ting by Mr John Mackenzie?—No, there were none brought in from the 
outside since Mr Mackenzie lotted the place. There was a large number 
shortly before that, and there were additions made to the lots by Mr 
Mackenzie by giving lots to some of the people of the place. 

17303. There were sixty-four families in the place when it was lotted 
out into sixty-four crofts?—Yes. 

17304. Well, there are now thirty-two squatters in the place. Where 
have they come from ?—They grew upon the place—the natural increase of 
the place. 

17305. And there is not room in the place for them?—No, there is no 
place for them. They are a burden to the place, and they injure it very 
much. 

17306. Have you any of your own family burdening the place?—Yes. 
17307. Where do you want your family to be put that are burdening 

the place ?—We don't know very well. We used to consider America as 
the place to go to, but now, through the favour of Lady Matheson and 
her representative Mr Mackay, we think that a place might be provided 
for them in the land of their birth. 

17308. If they got assistance to go to America, with promise of some 
provision on their arrival there, would they be inclined still to go to 
America?—-I don't think they would. There were many of our relatives 
who went to America, and we have not heard such favourable accounts of 
how they got on. 

17309. Have any of them come home from America?—No; they had 
not the means to bring them home. 

17310. Did they write letters to say so?—Yes. My father was the 
only one of my grandfather's family who did not emigrate, and the 
arrangement they made with him when they went away was—' Don't stir 
1 from where you are till we send for you,' and he never got a letter from 
them but the tenor of it was—' If you are as weU off as you were when 
1 we left you, don't stir out of it.' 

17311. How long is it since you last heard from them ?—I heard from 
a son of my own not very long ago, and a sister of my own. There was 
an unmarried nephew of my own who came across here some years ago, and 
stayed with me for a while, and returned back again, and I heard from 
him too. 

17312. Why did he return ?—To support his father and mother. They 
had no means of support without him. 

17313. Where were they living?—In Canada—I cannot specify further 
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—but he used to tell me this, that when people gathered together from all LEWIS. 
parts, the Highland people as they are here to-day, the burden of their 
conversation was the old homes they had left behind them, and they all -----os---
Dse 1 to say that if they could they would return back again. John Smith. 

17314. Had your relatives land of their own in Canada1?—Yes. 
17315. Were they not living comfortably upon that land?—Sometimes 

they might be pretty comfortable. I met with a trustworthy man who 
went away at the same time, John M'Leod by name, and when I asked 
him about my sister and her husband, his reply was that my sister and her 
husband did not get much satisfaction or comfort in America. They were 
but young at the time, and the proof of their discomfort he gave me was 
that their heads were as white as a seagull, mourning for the land they 
had left behind. 

17316. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—Was your nephew born in America?— 
No, he was born at Kershader. 

17317. How old was he when he left ?—Fourteen or fifteen years of age. 
17318. Is there much fishing in this loch now !—There used to be when 

herring came into it. There is very little fishing except when there are 
herring. 

17319. Do you know the reason why the herring are not coming now? 
—Providence—the administration of the Creator. 

17320. About sixteen families came from Park. What was the object 
of sending them out ? Was it then created a tack for the first time, or was 
it an enlargement of a tack ?—Clearing Park in order to place it under 
sheep. 

17321. Who was the person who got the place?—Archibald and 
Alexander Stewart, two brothers. 

17322. Were you yourself born in Balallan, or were you in Park at ono 
time?—I was born in Park, in a place called Eesgin of Park. 

17323. How old were you when you left ?—About fifteen. 
17324. Was your father one of those who were removed?—He was one 

of those who were sent away from the place. 
17325. Was your father well off when he lived in Park?—Yes, as weU 

as a crofter tenant might need to ask. 
17326. Was it for his benefit to be removed?—Quite the contrary, but 

because of the oppression of the people—dealt with as a herd of sheep 
driven by dogs into a fank. 

17327. Were the other people who were removed like your father in 
comfortable circumstances Ì—Yes. Nobody needed to leave the place from 
one year's end to another for anything the family required. If one family 
happened to be short of provisions, they had only to ask their neighbour, 
who could supply them. 

17328. Had the removal of those families a prejudicial effect on their 
circumstances—tending to impoverish them ?—Nobody stood it so well as 
my father did. He had means, and he got into a place until he was 
banished a second time. 

17329. Where did he go the first time?—He came to another portion of 
Park called Cleater, over upon the other side of the loch from Balallan. 

17330. How long was he there before he was removed ?—He had Cleater 
to himself for nine years, and then another man was put in who got two-thirds 
of it, and my father for five years had one-third. He was fourteen years 
there altogether. 

17331. What became of him then ?—He was one of the sixteen who were 
removed to Balallan when Mr Scott became tenant of Park. This was 
before Sir James Matheson's day. 

17332. They had to clear out of Park and go to Balallan?—Yes, those 
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LEWIS. of them who were not sent off to America. Others of them were sent to 
• Tongue, down near Stornoway. 

KEOSE- 17333. Is there a ground officer living here ? —Yes. 
John Smith. 17334. What land has he got?—He has net very much land—about two 

lots. 
1733.5. Is it part of the township of Balallan?—Yes. 
17336. Was that croft cut out of your township at that time?—It was 

made before he got it. It was cut out at the time Mr Mackenzie portioned 
out the place into lots. 

17337. Was any allowance made to crofters for the cutting out of these 
two lots to the grouud officer ?—No ; the arrangement was this, that the rent 
of the township was apportioned out among the lots, these two lots payiug 
their share of the rent as well as ourselves. 

17338. Does that so remain ?—Yes. 
17339. Has the ground officer any privilege over your township which 

none of the other crofters possess?—Nothing whatever; he is just as 
•another neighbour. 

JOHN M 'LEOD, Crofter, Kershader (56)—examined. 

John M'Leod. 17340. The Chairman.—How many families are there at Kershader?— 
Twenty families. 

17341. Were you elected by the heads of these families?—Yes. 
17342. Were they all present at the time?—The most of them were 

together. 
17343. Will you state what they sent you here to say?—There are 

three townships there, very near connected to each other—Habost, 
Kershader, and Garivaid—small villages situated on the south side there, 
and I was appointed to speak on behalf of these. The main grievances 
which the people have there, are the smallness of their holdings and the 
badness of them as well, and that makes them dear—not dear according to 
the space may be that we possess, but according to the hard labour we 
have in connection with them and the badness of the soil, so that the 
ground would not yield crop now as it would before, because the places are 
peopled so much, and each family has so little of it. Besides that, we 
have a general grievance on the south side for the want of any bit of road. We 
have not an inch of road, and we are paying according to other tenants in 
the country the same road money that they are paying, to the best of my 
kuowledge. Now, we have not an inch of road there, and I think there 
are several hundred families there on the south side. This same year we 
applied in some form or another to get a road there. That was refused. 
I cannot say who in fact was the author of refusing it, but one thing is, 
we are in want of it, and we are paying for it. Another thing they were 
anxious to state before the Commission, is a rise of rent that took place 
some years ago. There was 5s. charged upon each tenant for road money. 
Weil, after a few years I think it was turned as moor pasture money upon 
the people, and the road money besides. To the best of our knowledge, 
this 5s. is included now in the present rent we pay, and the road money 
besides—so much per pound. Now, bad as the soil is, if the people had some­
what more of it, a little more than they have, they might, of course no 
doubt with hard labour, make a poor man's living of it--not very luxu­
rious or easy—and I can prove that when a man goes there with a creel on his 
back aU the days of his life, with his spade in his hand, working with the 
^pade—and very often when I was a fisherman I had to go down with 
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my sea boots to the knee in the furrows of the rigs where I was putting LEWIS. 
a little seed, to turn it before I could put in seed there. Now, to-day * 
T am cutting my peats in the rigs that I had twenty years back under *owe' 
cultivation, and to-day they will give no crop, and the best I can make j 0 ] i n M'Lcod 
out of them is to cut them in bits to burn. I am sure the worst griev­
ance we have is that there are so many squatters there, and though the 
tenants suffer very much from that condition, the squatters suffer more. 
I don't know what life I could compare to a poor man's life squatting 
there, because to my great misfortune I was there for a long time myself, 
and I suffered for it and I suffer for it still, and I have no person to 
blame for it but myself, for I was a long time in that condition. Matters 
with us at present are not so very bad, no doubt, but still our taxes and 
everything of that sort are unbearable to the poor people. They cannot 
stand it. We had sea-weed there, and some of that was taken from us, 
and the rent was not reduced to my knowledge. I don't think that it 
was. The only remedy that they expect to get for that is if Lady 
Matheson kindly would think to give more land to these people that are 
distressed there. While we have to acknowledge Lady Matheson's kind­
ness in every way,—as Mr Mackay referred to that we must acknowledge 
it, especially this year and other years,—but stiU the burden is upon the 
people in a way that they cannot bear. They cannot live in any way 
like a free kingdom's subjects. If they can, it is out of any of our know­
ledge how to do unless we get some more land. Now, the land next to 
us on the south side here is quite fit for poor people, and I will give you 
one instance. My grandfather was in Park before he was removed to 
make a place for sheep and deer. Well, one year he got £ 4 for twenty 
three-year-old wedders. The other people of the township were envying 
him for getting so much. I mention that as au example to show that the 
land is quite fit for a poor man to live in it, and to give more rent. As 
the first witness spoke about his nephew who went to America, I may say 
that the boy left our place, and the witness wiU excuse me when I say 
that he did not go back to help his father, but he was of necessity forced 
to go back to his father's house, for he joined the Hudson Bay Company's 
service as a hired man, and he did not succeed there, and then in the 
process of his way to Hudson Bay he had to go back to Canada to his 
father's house, and was not there but for a short time. That is a trust­
worthy man, Donald M'Leod, from the township of Kershader, and I had 
a letter from a neighbour there telling me of the poor condition of Donald 
M'Leod—a man we could believe as far as we could believe any man we 
ever saw, and many here who can testify the same. Now, we cannot 
think of going there in the face of all this. And now the fishing of the 
sea is taken away in the course of the providence of the Most High. 
We may acknowledge that our sins are the author of it, but for all that 
we are suffering on that account, and we earnestly wish not to blame any 
proprietor, or chamberlain, or ground officer; but we might mention, if it 
were necessary, many instauces that could show that we were suffering in 
connection with these things. Perhaps it wLU be better for this present 
meeting not to enlarge upon them. But the remedy for the distress is 
the main thing we are asking, and that is the only remedy the people 
think would do them—to get a road there and to get more land—and I 
hope, whatever shall be the result, we sbaU not have to pay more or any 
longer for what we have not—I mean the road. About the sea-weed, I 
cannot exactly say how it was, but we got the moor pasture and the sea­
weed in the rent before it was raised, and we possessed it up to a certain 
year; and 6s. or 5s. for each crofter was added to our rent, and we are 
paying that still. Lady Matheson no doubt gives money in charitable 
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LEWIS, ways, but to the best of my knowledge not a penny was spent in the 
~ " three small villages I have mentioned for houses or improvements yet. 
•Bosg. j j there was, I will admit very soon that I was wrong; but only this, fur 

John M'Leod. which we sincerely thank her—we had a schoolhouse, and once or twice 
she gave us a little help in timber to keep up the schoolhouse. We 
acknowledged that, and still acknowledge it with gratitude. 

17314. Sheriff Nicolson.—How far are you from the high road?—Ou 
the south side of this loch. 

17315. How many miles is it before you get to the high road?—About 
14 miles going round the loch. 

17346. And there is no road?—Not an inch. 
17347. The Chairman.—Is the nearest way to the high road 11 

miles'?—Yes; the ferry across will shorten it with us, but not with the 
rest of the district. There are several townships all round there where 
there is not an inch of road, nor is there a post-office on the south side, 
nor any civil benefit whatever, only we have got one church there, and 
one churchyard very lately. 

17348. Do you remember the time before the road to Tarbert was 
made ? —Yes. 

17349. Was there a mail going then1?—I think there was a postman 
going. _ 

17350. Where were the letters for Kershader dropped?—They would be 
left on the south side with some person on the road, and all the townships 
there and I have to pay extra for all the letters we get. 

17351. Where is the post-office now?—It is in Balallan, in the most 
inconvenient place for the parish that can be. 

17352. Is there not a post-office opposite to you across the ferry?—No ; 
it is in Bulallan, in the furthest end of the loch; but there is another office 
at Crossbost that is accommodating the district. 

17353. Sheriff Nicolson.—How do you get your letters just now?—I 
must send for them, or pay extra to the man who would go for them. 

17354. Mr Cameron.—How many cottars are there in the townships 
you represent?—About twenty. 

17355. And you say they lead a very hard life?—I say so, and I can 
prove that 

17356. What do they work at?—They are away to the fishing to earn 
wages, and to any place where they can get a 30-b. 

17357. But where do they go to?—To the east coast and to the south, 
to Badenoch and to Glasgow, and any place where they can get work. 

17358. How long do they stay away at one time?—They have no 
certain rule—as long as the party who employs them agrees. 

17359. Do they sometimes stay away for a whole year?—Yes 
17360. Do they send money to their families?—Yes, they do. 
17361. Have they any cows grazing?—Most of them have. 
17362. To whom do they pay rent?—Some pay it to the crofter whose 

ground they are on, and some pay no rent at all. 
17363. Where do they come from?—Most of them have grownup in 

the place. 
17364. The natural increase of the population?—Yes, the most of them. 
17365. You say you could cut peat on your old arable land?—Yes, 

I do. 
17366. Are you cultivating new land now?—Yes. 
173G7. Did you improve it yourself ?-—Yes. 
17368. Is there much more of that land capable of improvement?— 

That same was not capable of improvement. I did my best to improve 
it since I had it, and it is not fit to yield any good crop. 



Minutes of Evidence. 1139 

17369. But it yields better crops than your old land did?—Yes, of LEWIS, 
course, but not according to the expense. " 

17370. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—You have referred to several town- F'°'SE* 
ships on the south side of the loch that have not an inch of road. How John M'Leod. 
many families may be in that position and how many souls'?—I think 
ibetween 300 and 400 families. 

17371. What would be the population altogether?—I believe it is 
1690. 

17372. Without a single inch of road?—Yes; they have not the 
benefit of an inch of road. 

17373. Are they in arrears in those towns?—There are some arrears in 
the townships I represent. 

17374. You have paid your own road money, although you have not 
a road ?—Yes. 

17375. The CJiairman.—Has your rent been raised since Sir James 
Matheson came, except the 6s. ?—Yes, it was raised in the days of 
making the lots by Munro Mackenzie. 

17376. The land was revalued at that time?—Yes. 
17377. Are you a merchant?—Yes, for a short time. I was a fisher­

man, and my health failed. 

GEORGE MACKENZIE, Crofter and formerly Fisherman, Laxay (63)— 
examined. 

17378. The CJiairman.—How many families are there in Laxay?— George 
About forty-three. Mackenzie. 

17379. Were you elected by those forty-three families?—Yes. 
17380. How long ago?—About a fortnight ago. 
17381. Did they meet of themselves, or was it the gentlemen from 

Stornoway who asked them to do so ? —We took steps upon our own 
part before the Stornoway gentlemen came. 

17382. Was any other gentleman among them ?—No. 
17383. They had no other meetings?—Yes, after the election. 
17384. Who take part in those meetings?—Mr Murdoch took part. 
17385. Was this paper which you present written before Mr Murdoch 

came?—It was written after that meeting, but the paper was prepared 
before the meeting. 

17386. Does it represent, so far as you know, the wishes of the people? 
—Yes.—' Right Honourable Gentlemen, Being called upon to narrate 
' grievances from Laxay, the township in which I reside, I herewith take the 
' liberty to say, in the first place, that my age is 63 years; that I came to 
1 Laxay at the age of eight, along with my father and other ten crofters, 
• who were driven away with all their belongings from their thriving and 
' agreeable holding at Aline and Park, in which they knew nothing beyond 
1 prosperity and happiness. Park, which nature seemed to mean for man, 
' with all its arable lands, hill pasture, and bays of the sea, offering grand 
' opportunities of comfort, as a reward to human industry, was quite 
4 unprecedentedly relieved of the inhabitant population of twenty-eight 
1 townships. To the perpetrators of such deeds the discontentment and 
• bitter feelings of the fugitive inhabitants appeared as nothing at all 
' compared to the peculiar pleasure they enjoyed from the fact that now the 
' sheep and the fleet-footed deer could graze on the meadows and on heaths 
' impiously depopulated. Some of these men were evicted to America, 
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1 others scattered here and there at home, on small patches of land in the 
• less-thought-of districts. A crofter having the misfortune of faUing under 
' the displeasure of factor or ground officer, however innocent the poor mau 
' may be, has not the ghost of a chance of getting along uninterrupted. As 

Mackenzie. ' an illustration of this, I can say I knew of a person, a crofter in this 
' village, who was compelled to abandon three different holdings and three 
• different new houses, which he built in the sweat of his brow, on three 
4 consecutive years, without even a kind word in the way of aid or com-
' pensation for his labour, time, and expenses. There is another man, still 
4 living here, who underwent a similar disagreeable process. The deer and 
4 sheep began their chase upon him at three or more different places at 
' Uig, drove him over to Carlo way, and he had been no sooner there than 
' the land was considered too good for man, at least for such as crofter 
' population, and so to make room for sheep the poor man was turned out, 
• and the said individual had to make another painful flitting. When we 
• came to Laxay, as already referred to, we found seven crofters there. 
' Then it was divided into seventeen crofts, at the rent of £80. Soon, 
' however, £ 1 0 more was added to the rent of the village, and five shillings 
- road money and one shilling for hens, which is looked now upon as 
' natural rent. There are now twenty-nine crofts, the latest of which is 
4 placed in our pasture way. The land is now almost entirely exhausted 
' by continual ploughing; this, with high rent and taxes in some cases, 
'together with subdividiugs of crofts, make the prospects of the crofter 
4 very dark and hopeless. Mr M'Kay, the present chamberlain, has 
4 committed very gross injustice upon a sister of my own, who with 
1 peculiar industry kept her croft in good order and paid rent regularly, 
'jcruelly turned her out of the croft six years ago, and would not accept 
4 its rent from her. She was blind and helpless ; they never inquired 

• after her. I had to take her to myself when the land she had was given 
1 to another man,* It is high time Parliament should make an investiga-
4 tion as to the cause or causes of grievances amongst Her Majesty's most 
' loyal subjects in the Highlands, and especially in Lewis, where factor 
4 and ground officers pretend to be in absolute and arbitrary power, and 
4 labour hard to keep people in perpetual awe of their own importance (not 
• of course denying them; their proper places). We herewith suggest, 
4 respectfully, some of the remedies necessary for our well-being and 
' comfort. To obtain the arable land and hill pasture, now under sheep 
• and deer, at fair rents, fixity of tenure, and compensation for iinprove-
• ment. Park, which keeps 11,000 sheep and an innumerable amount of 
4 deer, would of itself, if given to our enormous number of cottars and 
4 others, meet a vast deal of what is needed.' 

17387. You state that you were eight years old when you came to 
Laxay, and now you are 63, so, I suppose, the evictions of which you 
speak took place fifty-five years ago ?—Yes; about that time. 

17388. Did all the evictions take place at that period, or have any 
evictions taken place subsequently?—There were other townships that 
were cleared since that time within the farm of Park, Oronsay, Cleater, 
Stiomara, and Shealdinisb. A voice from the crowd says forty-five town­
ships, but I am not prepared to say there were more than twenty-eight. 

17389. But have there been any evictions since the date at which these 
twenty-eight townships were cleared fifty-five years ago ?—I can speak to 
four townships that have been cleared since that time, and that are now 
included in the farm of Park. 

17390. Do you know how many families were removed from these four 
townships 1—I lived far away, and I cannot give accurate information 
upon that matter, but there are many here who can. 

* See Appendix A, XL. 
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17391. Do you know where they were removed to?—Some of them LEWIS, 
came, to Crossbost, some to Grimshader, and some to BalaUan. " 

17392. Were these people removed to places where there were already E0SE' 
crofters, or to lands in the possession of tacksmen ?—Crossbost was under George 
a tacksman at the time. Balalian was under crofters. Grimshader was Mackenzie 
also under crofters. One of them was a large farm at the time, and the 
other two were under crofters. 

17393. Were most of the people removed to land that was under tack 
or to land held by the crofters ?—The greater portion of them went to the 
place that formed the large farm—Crossbost. 

17394. Was the land to which they were removed greater in extent 
than the land from which they were taken ?—The land to which they were 
removed was less in extent. 

17395. Are you sure that the land to which they went was less in 
extent than that from which they came ?—Quite sure. 

17396. As to the quality of the land, which do you consider was the best 
quality1?—I was not of age to judge as a tenant myself at the time, but 
the land that they left was roomy enough. It yielded good crops, and 
there was plenty of room for good stock. 

17397. Are you acquainted with the land to which they were removed? 
—Yes. 

17398. What is the quality of that land?—The land is good enough*of 
its kind, but then it is so thickly peopled that it cannot do good as it is 
used. 

17399. How many years ago was this?—Off and on about forty years 
ago. 

17400. Have there been any removals since then?—Yes, I can 
remember of some tenants coming in upon ourselves where I lived from 
the other side of the country, over in Carloway, a place called Dallmore. 

17401. Has the population of Laxay increased of late years?—Yes. 
17402. From what cause has that increase arisen ?—The increase is due 

partly to the natural increase of the place and partly to people coming in 
from the outside. 

17403. Have any come in recently from the outside?—Probably about 
ten years ago was the last. 

17404. Where did they come from ?—From Balalian. 
17405. Do you know why they left Balalian?—The man was not able 

to get a place there. 
17406. There was only one man?—Yes. 
17407. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—Can you give us the names of the 

twenty-eight townships that you referred to us as having been cleared out 
of Park, or as many as you can ?—There was a place called Lemora that 
was cleared and afterwards reconstituted with crofters; Oronsay, 
Stiomara, Eesgin, Bunish, Cean-loch-Alich. It is only one that would be-
particularly acquainted in that district that could recite all the names. 
Seaforth, Stromas, Sgealadale. I can scarcely give any more; I was but 
young at the time. John Smith, a previous witness, could give almost the 
whole of them. 

17408. Have you any idea of the number of families that would be in 
those twenty-eight townships ? Would they amount to over a hundred ?— 
I cannot tell; people were not so numerous then as they are now. 
They were spread over the place. 

17409. Would you say there were fifty families ?—I should think there 
would be more than that. 

17410. The Chairman.— You mention a case of a crofter in this 
viHage, I presume the village of Laxay, who -was compelled to abandon 
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LEWIS. three different holdings and three different new houses, which he built in 
three consecutive years, without getting any compensation. What was the 

Kl:"sK- name of that crofter ?—Alexander M'Leod. 
George 17411. Where was he when he built the first of these houses'?—In 

Mib/nzie. Seaforth. 
17412. Does M'Leod live in the village where you are ?—He is not 

living now. 
17413. Do you know anything of the history of his case ?—Yes, he was 

in Seaforth first. 
17414. How long is it since he was in Seaforth 1—He was building a 

new house every year of the three, and Seaforth was the first. 
17415. Don't you know how long he was in Seaforth?—Then the next 

year he was sent to Ardentrean. 
17416. Do you know whether be was sent by the factor, or did lie Hit 

there as a squatter?—Yes; aud he gave him a place there for a year. 
17417. You are certain that he got leave to build a house?—Yes, he 

got leave to build a house. 
17418. From whom did you hear this?—From himself. 
17419. And he said he had leave to build in these places ?—Yes. 
17420. You say you know of a second case of a mau who underwent a 

similar process. What is the name of that man ?—Angus Morrison. 
17421. Where is he living now ?—In Laxay. 
17422. How long is it since he was driven from Uig ?—He came to 

our parish when Chamberlain Mackenzie lotted the place. 
17423. Had he a place of his own at Carloway ?—Yes. 
17424. Did he build his own house there?—It was in Dallmore at 

Carloway that he built it. 
17425. Did he get no compensation for the house that he built 

at Dallmore ?—I cannot tell anything of that, but I know that he came 
into our place in room of some of those who went to America. I t was 
by an act of high-handedness that he was removed from Dallmore. 

17426. The rest of the people of Dallmore went to America, did they 
not ?—Some of them did ; some did not. 

17427. And those that did not go to America took the places of those 
in other townships who did go to America ?—There were some who 
did not get places, but were sent to Stornoway and elsewhere. 

17428. Was this paper read to the people of Laxay who sent you 
here ?—Yes, to those who came to hear it. 

I 7429. Who wrote it?—A lad belonging to the place wrote it. 
17-130. Was it the lad who composed it?—It was myself and others 

who composed it. 
17131. Who put in the fine English words that are in it?—The lad 

himself is responsible for the English. 
17432. Is he a teacher ?—Yes, he was for a while a student. 
17433. About this injury to your sister—is she a married woman?— 

No. she is weak and blind. 
1 71°.4. Was she so when the croft was taken from her?—She was able 

to keep up the place. She had a servant. 
17435. Was she in arrear ?—No, she was not. The rent was sent back 

to her. and she was driven out. She was not a penny in arrear. 
17436. AA ha: was the reason given for depriving her of the croft?— 

Nothing, except that she was now growing old, and that it would not be 
left with her any longer. 

17437. Was hor land being properly worked?—Yes, like her 
nei^'ibjurs'. 
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LEWIS. 
MURDO M 'MILLAN, Crofter and Fisherman, Gravir (59)—examined. 

KEOSE. 
17438. TJie Chairman.—What number of families are there in the Murdo 

township of Gravir?—Sixty-eight. M'Millan. 
17439. Paying rent?—Forty-four paying rent. 
17440. Were you freely elected to represent those sixty-eight families'! 

—Yes. 
17441. Were they all present ?—Yes. 
17442. Who called them together?—Themselves. 
17443. Did they meet before the Stornoway gentlemen came down 

to them ?—The Stornoway gentlemen did not come down to see us at 
all, but we met immediately when we heard of the appointment of the 
Commission, and that delegates were to be chosen. 

17444. You present a long paper. Did they have a meeting to arrange 
the substance of that paper ?—Yes, it was the people themselves who 
prepared that statement. 

17445. Was the statement read to the people ?—Yes, the writer read 
it to them. 

17446. How many were present when it was read?—Probably about 
forty. 

17447. Who was the writer?—A next door neighbour of my own who 
is a good scholar, and has a brother who is a master of arts. He is at 
present acting as schoolmaster in the place. 

17448. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—Are you complaining, where you are, 
of want of land?—Well we may, and we have for many a long day. 
That is one of our great complaints. 

17449. Did the people petition Lady Matheson for a small portion of 
park some time ago ?—Three times they sent a petition. 

17450. Were they upon one occasion more than twelve months before 
they got an answer ?—Yes. 

17451. Did they send a reminder to her at the end of last year?—Yes. 
17452. Did they get an answer then ?—Yes. 
17453. What was the purport of the answer?—I cannot give the 

purport, but the letter itself can be produced. 
17454. Was it published in the newspapers at the time?—I cannot tell. 

If there was no land, the circumstances could be borne; but when the land 
is there, and the people do not get it, it is a great grievance. 

[At this stage the following correspondence was handed in to the 
Commission, and was read:—'22nd Nw. 1881.—Unto Lady Matheson, 
' liferent proprietrix of the island of Lewis, residing at Lewis Castle.— 
4 We, the undersigned fishermen, labourers, and royal naval reserve men 
4 residing in the villages of Gravir, Calbost, and Marric, in the parish of 
4 Lochs, Lewis, understanding that the present lease of the farm of Park, 
4 Lochs, expires at Whitsunday 1883, would take the liberty of approach-
4 ing your Ladyship on the subject. At present we are either squatters, 
4 or hold small patches of land from other crofters in these villages, all of 
4 which are quite inadequate for the support of ourselves and families; and 
* unless some means are devised to extend our holdings, to enable us to 
4 support our families, we must either have to emigrate or become a burden 
4 to the estate; and that, in the opinion of the undersigned, were a portion 
4 of the land of Park farm, which comprises the low land adjacent to the 
4 sea, let to crofters and fishermen, the doing so would not militate 

• 4 against or depreciate the farm for shooting, sporting, and other purposes. 
4 The undersigned would therefore most respectfully solicit that the 
1 portions of the land of Park farm, known as Orinsay and Steamerra, on 
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LEWIS. ' the north side of Lochshell, which were at one t ime let to tenants, be 
' set aside in order to be let to the undersigned in such lots or parts, and 

KEOSE. C a t s u c a r e a s o n a b l e rents, as may be arranged under the management of 
Murdo ' y ° u r chamberlain or other officers. Should the prayer of the petitioners 

M.'Millan. ' be granted, they will bind themselves to conform to and obey aU the 
' rules and regulations of the estate, and submit to any new rules that may 
- be considered necessary; and further, so far as they themselves are con-
' cerned, they bind themselves to do all they can to protect the interests of 
' the proprietrix and the sporting tenant or tenants occupying the farm of 
1 Pa rk and adjacent lands. Copy petition signed by thir ty-two fishermen.' 
1 Calbost, Lochs, by Stornoway, 23rd December 1882.—Lady Matheson 
' of the Lews, Honoured Lady, On behalf of a number of fishermen re-
' siding a t Calbost, &c. Lochs, I beg leave most respectfully to send you 
' herewith copy of a petition addressed by us to your Ladyship through Mr 
' Mackay, chamberlain of Lewis last January, and to which we had no reply. 
1 May I take the liberty of asking tha t you be so good as let the petition 
4 ers know your own views regarding the matters contained in the petition. 
* — I have the honour to be, your Ladyship's obedient servant, K E N N E T H 
' N I C O L S O N . ' * ' P a r k , Parish of Lochs, 5th December 1882.—William 
1 M 'Kay, Esq., chamberlain of Lewis, Sir, Understanding last year tha t 
* Mr P. Sellars' lease of the Park farm was on the eve of expiring, we ad-
' dressed to you a petition, signed by thirty-two inhabitants of this part of 
' the parish, with reference to that subject. We have patiently waited for the 
1 last twelve months for your reply, hav ing called for the same at your 
' office repeatedly to no purpose. We most respectfully request a reply in 
* writing, so tha t we may consider what steps should be taken so as to se-
1 cure our object. We expect tha t the prayer of said petition has been 
1 favourably received by Lady Matheson and all concerned, and that our 
'. very distressing condition, which is becoming more and more serious, may 
1 induce you to give us an opportunity of earning an honest livelihood in 
' our native island, specially when such a suitable opening occurs. Waiting 
' your reply, in name and on behalf of said petitioners, we respectfully 
' remain your obedient servants, K E N N E T H NICOLSON, K E N N E T H M ' K A Y , 
' K E N N E T H M ' L E O D , J O H N M ' L E O D , RODERICK M ' K E N Z I E , A N G U S MOR-

' RISON, D O N A L D M ' K E N Z I E , D O N A L D K E N N E D Y , A N G U S M ' P H A I L , &c.f 
1 To certain of the fishermen, labourers, and royal naval reserve men re-
' siding in the villages of Gravir, Calbost, and Maravich, in the parish of 
1 Lochs, Lews.—Lady Matheson regrets tha t the above named respectable 
' class of Lewis men should have been led to address her on a subject of 
' such importance as tha t contained in their petition by adding to it a 
1 letter which causes her to set aside their request, as Lady Matheson is too 
' devoted to her Queen and the laws of which Her Gracious Majesty is the 
' representative, to listen for one moment to a petition accompanied by a 
' threat from them to infringe the laws by which all are governed, and by 
' the support of which, as individuals, the weU-being of the land and its 
1 communities at large can alone be promo ted.—13 Cleveland Row, St 
' James's, London, 3rd January 1883.'] 

17455. Mr Cameron.—Where is the letter containing the threat refer­
red to by Lady Matheson Ì—So far as I understand, all the papers are there, 
and you yourselves can judge whether there is a threatening letter among 
them. I myself am of belief the people have not threatened. I am con­
vinced they uttered no th rea t s ; but it may be pu t in this way, tha t if they 
did not get their request they might persist in asking it .* 

17456. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh [to Mr Mackay].—Have you a copy of 

* The original letter, of winch the above is » mutilated cepv, will be found in 
Appendix A.. No. XXXIX. 

t See Appendix A, XLI. 



Minutes of Evidence. 1145 

the letter that was sent with the original reply ?— Mr Mackay. No, I LEWIS, 
never saw the reply from Lady Matheson. v~~ • 

17457. But the paper says the original petition was sent to you?—I got h o s t" 
more than one petition, and I sent them to Lady Matheson. Murdo 

17458. Do you recollect ever seeing any letter or paper in the form of M'-Uiilan. 
a threat?—No. There was a petition presented to me at one time which 
I sent to Lady Matheson—a second petition—and I remarked to the 
people that Lady Matheson had refused it already, and it was in vain to 
.apply, but that I would send the petition. They remarked that they 
would have it, should they lose their blood. 

17459. Was that by the word of mouth ?—By word of mouth. 
17460. [To Witness]. Do you know what has become of that portion 

of farm of Park?—Witness. Roderick Martin, tenant of Crobeg, who 
was formerly in Balallan, has it. 

17461. Do you know what rent he is paying?—Crobeg is £50 , and he 
tells us that he pays £80 for the other. 

17462. Were you and the other petitioners in a position to put sufficient 
stock upon the place ?—Yes, quite capable of putting suitable stock upon it. 

17463. Wrould you have given as good a rent as Mr Martin?—Yes, by 
getting the same area that he has. He has some islands along with a bit 
of mainland that we wanted. 

17464. I understand you were one of those who were removed from 
Park ?—No. 

17465. Can you give us the names of townships in that place which 
were cleared ?—I can give the east side portion. 

17466. Was Lemora one of the townships cleared?—There are people 
there just now. I saw it cleared, but it was peopled again. 

17467. Do you know Cean-tigh-Shealig ? WTas that one of the places 
cleared ?—Yes. 

17468. Geararisa?—Yes. 
17469. Ailtinish ?—Yes. 
17470. Molchageal?—Yes. 
17471. Brolum?—Yes. 
17472. Ceau-Chrionaig ?—Yes. 
17473. Valamus-beg and Valamus-more 1—Yes; I cannot give any more. 
17474. Have you any idea how many famiHes were in those townships 

it the time they were removed ?—No, but I know there were a good many, 
but the people were not so thickly planted then as now. 

17475. The Chairman.—Have you any further statement of grievances? 
—All I have to say is in the paper. 

17476. Can you not state it shortly, as the paper is very long ?—I can 
give you the substance of the paper in a few words. The sum and sub­
stance of it is—Give the land to the people on such terms as they can live by 
it, under just administration, and without any oppression in any shape or 
form. The people will never attain to the comfortable condition in which I 
saw them unless they will get some relief in that way, and cease from being 
crowded upon one another as they are at present. There is another matter. 
We are within a quarter of a mile of the march of the tacksmen that have 
now occupied the place for forty years, and they have destroyed our stock 
—not only what the two shepherds at the march have done with two dogs 
each, but we also require ourselves to send forth one lad from each township. 
Everybody upon the south side of the loch knows that as well as I do. 
We require to send forth a man and to pay him, and this shepherd ruled 
over him as his master, the object attained being the destruction of our 
stock. They have no stock. I remember that when the township had 
forty-two tenants it had more stock than it ha3 now with sixty-eight. 
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LEWIS. W t, occupy a headland of the sea, and we are faced continually by shepherds 
• and their dogs at the march, and of all the men that ever was thrown in 

KKOSB. Upon us the last comer is the greatest scourge of them all. I have got 
Murdo ------- myself thirty-four years ago, and I have not seen an old sheep of my 

M'MiTlan. own; they all come to death before their time. The shepherds upon one 
side, and our own engaged herds upon the other, destroy them between 
them. There is a remedy. The land in which we live is not without 
suitable land for cultivation and suitable tenants to occupy it. Some 
people may say that Park is not suitable for tenantry, but I remember 
the men that left it. They were old men when I was a boy, and to 
the day of their death they used to mourn their removal from Park, and 
wi-lied to go back to i t ; so that if the quite sufficient land there is 
fairly distributed among the people, and wisely distributed, there is 
plenty room for them to make a comfortable living in their own land. 

17477. You say the land is not without suitable land and suitable 
tenants to occupy it. Well, the island is not without money and suitable 
people to use it. Why don't you claim a share of that money ?—That 
was not ordained by ourselves, but the land which God created was 
ordered by Himself. 

17478. From that point of view, don't you think you are entitled to a 
share of the land without paying rent for it?—Well, we would not ask it 
in that way. We would ask that those who are the actual possessors of 
it should live by it as well as we. 

17479. But on the footing on which you place it, what title have 
those people to it ?—They have the right of proprietorship, and it is their 
duty to administer it wisely. 

17480. Mr Cameron.—Who was the tenant whose shepherd annoyed 
you, and was master over your herd ?—Mr Sellar. There was a very bad 
thing that was done in connection with his tenancy too. There was a 
shepherd he had for twenty years, and though he had 7000 sheep him­
self, after his service this shepherd would not get a foothold upon the 
whole of his farm, but had to be sent in upon our township. He paid 
rent to the proprietor, and we paid rent to the township as well. His 
master would not even give him the site of a house. I have seen another 
case in our township. The land was divided into three bits, and a man 
was taken in from a neighbouring township, Maravaig, and given the one-
third of this lot, and a rent of 30s. was put upi n it, which this man had 
to pay, and the old tenant with two-thirds paid the same as he had paid 
for the whole holding. 

17481. I think you stated that the farm of Park keeps 7000 sheep? 
—Yes, there were 7000 sheep on it. 

17482. Are you sure I—I am certain ; the manager told me so. 
17483. The paper handed in by the last witness states that Park keeps 

11,000 sheep. Do you think that accurate?—The manager told me 
7000, but I myself believe that the place could carry more sheep than 
that, only of course they would not have the same grazing accommodation 
that the tacksmen would allow by keeping only 7000. 

17484. What do you mean by saying that the shepherds on the other 
side and your own shepherds destroyed the sheep ? Why did your own 
shepherds destroy the sheep ?—Our own herd was obliged to do what the 
other shepherds on the other side of the march told him. 

17485. What was that?—To help them to drive the crofters'sheep over 
the march, and to worry them as they please. 

17486. Did all crofters' sheep go on to the land of the tacksman ?—Yes, 
and his sheep crossed over to ours. 

17487. Is not that the custom in every sheep farm, that the sheep go 
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on both sides of the march?—Yes, but in some places they use the stock LEWIS, 
better than iu other places. 

17488. But were the sheep of the tacksman driven back to the tacks- kEosE. 
mau's land ?—Yes, they would go for them at shearing time and at smearing Mvtrdo 
time. I hive seen them on our ground for six months on end, but no M'Millan. 
doubt they would be driving them back. We did not drive them back as 
a rule, neither did our herd. 

17489. Did you allow the tacksman's sheep to pasture on your crofts 
without driving them back, or endeavouring by remonstrance to make the 
tacksman tike them back?—Yes, we did not drive them back, and we did 
not make a remonstrance. We sometimes helped the shepherd to get 
them, or the like of that. 

17490. Do you seriously say that the crofters allowed their sheep to be 
hashed by the tacksman, and when they had the opportunity of retaliating 
upon the tacksman at their own march they did not do so ?—That is quite 
the case. We did not retaliate in any way, and the people here can testify 
to that. 

17491. You stated that they wish the land to be given to the people 
without oppression. Do you refer by the term ' oppression' to the 
present condition of things or to the past ?—I speak of the past, so far as 
the administration of the estate is concerned; but there is no question 
whatever, we were oppressed by this last incoming tenant. It is the 
greatest oppression we ever had. 

17492. In point of fact, the only oppression under which you suffer 
now is from your neighbour, the tacksman?—Well, it is the greatest 
oppression we have got. 

17493. What is his name?—Roderick Martin. I include in this 
oppression of which I speak the excessive crowding in together of the 
people in small holdings. 

17494. But that refers to a past time, and not to the present adminis­
tration?—Yes, that is also a thing of past administration, and not of 
to-day. 

RODERICK FINLAYSON, Crofter and Fisherman, Maravaig (55)—examined. 

17495. The Chairman.—What number of families are there at Maravaig 1 
•—Twenty-three families have land, and there are twelve in addition 
without land. 

17496. Did these freely choose you to come here to-day?—Yes. 
17497. Were they all present at the election?—Yes, except some who 

were at sea. 
17498. Did they tell you what to state here to-day?—Yes. 
17499. Then will you state it?—The one thing we want is relief from 

the present overcrowding; and if land could be got to those who have it 
not, that would relieve in a great measure those who at present possess it. 
If things continue as they are, it is my firm belief that we are on the verge 
of extinction through poverty. 

17500. Sheriff Nicolson.—Where did the twelve cottars come from?— 
They all belong to the place except one. 

J7501. What rent do you pay?—I pay £2, 6s. of bare rent, and taxes 
in addition. 

17502. What do you pay for poor rates and school rates?- There was 
a piece taken off my croft when the schoolhouse was being built, and I 
have not got an adjustment of rent since then, so I am unable to say 
what the Bchool rate is. 

Roderick 
Fiulaysxi. 
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LEWIS. 17503. Why was that piece taken off?—The schoolhouse was built on 
' my croft. 

KEOSE- 17504. Don't you know what the school rate of the parish is ?—No. 
Roderick 17505. What stock can you keep?—Two cows, a stirk, and five sheep. 

Finlayson. 17506, Is your lot about the same size as those of most of the crofters 
at Maravaig?—Mine is rather above the average. There are a few larger, 
but there are a great many smaUer. 

17507. Wrhat is the highest rent paid in the place1?—About £ 3 . 
17508. What is the lowest that you know1?—About £ 1 . 
17509. Are there any of the crofters that have no cows )—Yes, without 

cow or sheep. 
17510. How many?—There is one man in that condition. 
17511. Have the cottars auy cow or other stock ?—Yes. 
17512. Have all of them a cow?—I cannot say for all of them, but 

Bome of them certainly have. 
17513. Are they all fishermen, both crofters and cottars?—Yes. 
17514. Do they fish at home about the coasts and lochs?—Yes. 
17515. AVhat sort of fishing?—Cod and ling, and sometimes herring. 
17516. Are they at the Stornoway fishing just now?—Yes. 
17517. Have they any of the big boats like the east coast ones?—Most 

of them have big boats. 
17518. How many men in each boat?—Five, and sometimes six. 
17519. Do those boats belong to themselves?—There are some of them 

that are secured by the curers, others are swallowed up in debt; some of 
them are their own property. 

17520. What is the cost of a boat of that size?—£200. 
17521. With all the nets?—Without the nets. It is the boat with 

mast and sail, but without nets. 
17522. Is it with the Stornoway curers that you deal?—From every-

where. 
17523. Is there any one in Maravaig who takes the fish from you?— 

No, but they sometimes have a curing station for cod and ling. They 
used to have a curing station for herriug, but the herring have left the 
place and they have withdrawn the station. 

17524. What do you get for the fish ?—8d. and lOd. for a ling and 
4d. and 6d. for a cod. 

17525. Do they know what price they are to get for fish when they 
begin the fishing ?—Yes, we make our bargain at that time. 

17526. Are they obliged to take meal or anything else instead of money 
from the curer ?—The man who is able to make his own purchases inde­
pendently of the curer can go where he pleases to purchase, and the curer 
pays him in money. 

17527. What do those curers charge for a boll of meal?—I have not 
bought a boll of meal from the curers myself for a long time, but what I 
hear said is that the meal that is purchased for 20s. is given out on credit 
for 24s., and sometimes as high as 28s. 

17528. Do the curers charge the same price ready money as other shops 
do ?—Yes, they sell it for the same price as a shop for ready money. 

17529. When do you know the price for the meal?—Some know the 
price at the time they take away the meal, and some do not. 

17530. When do you settle generally?—There are different times at 
which these settlements are made. For the herring fishing they make a 
settlement before they go to the east coast fishing, but for the cod and 
ling fishing they very often make a settlement when they return from the 
east coast fishing, about the autumn. 

17531. Do you keep pass-books?—Many of them do. Many of them 
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keep no account either of what they sell or buy. They have entirely to LEWIS, 
t rus t to the curer, only their own memory assists them more or less. 7 

17532. Do they sometimes complain of mistakes being made?—They ••*•»• 
sometimes do. Roderick 

17533. T/te Chairman.—Is there any land near which you could get to Knlayson, 
extend your present holdings ?—Nothing nearer than the Park. 

17534. Does Park march with you1?—No, the townships of both Gravil 
and Garivard come in between us and the march with Park . 

17535. Then all you want is that the cottars shall be removed, and a 
place found for them ?—Even if tha t were done, the place would not be 
comfortable unless some of the crofters were removed as well. 

17536. How many of the crofters would you like to see removed?—I t 
would make perhaps twelve families comfortable. 
,L 17537. Then twenty-three would have to be removed ?—Yes, tha t is 
quite the case, before those who remained would be comfortably off. 

17538. H o w long is i t since the population there rose above twelve 
families ?—My memory does not go so far back ; there were six lots 
originally. 

17539. Were there not more than twelve families living on the place a t 
the time of the a l lo tment 7 —I t was made into twenty-three lots. I believe 
when i t was in six lots there were two families to every lot, and I believe 
there were even more. 

17540 . How long is it since the school was built on the land taken 
from you ?—About four years ago. 

17541 . Have you lost that piece of your land for four years without 
having got a settlement about the rent ?—There have been four years, and 
there has not been a complete settlement of rent since tha t time. 

17542. Was £ 2 , 6s. the rent before any land was taken away for the 
schoolhouse ?—Yes. 

17543. Do you think there has been any reduction made since that 
t ime?—I heard I got 5s. of reduction. I heard that from my neighbour, 
who got 5s. of abatement for a bit tha t he lost in connection with the 
building of the schoolhouse. 

17544. Did you never ask the factor whether you were to get any re­
duction ?—Well, the chamberlain and myself differed about the crops. I 
sowed the place after the site was marked out, because I did not know 
when the schoolhouse would be built, and I went with the rent and paid 
it, and I cropped i t again, and I did not know tha t I was to be disturbed 
in any way uutil I could remove the crops from the ground. Then they 
came and cut down my crop. Well, I brought two constables to look at 
it, and they valued the damage at £ 4 , 10s. This was within the fence. 
Well , the chamberlain would pay me no portion of this amount. I then 
went to the contractor who built the school. I asked h im if he would 
pay me. H e said it was the chamberlain who ought to pay tha t amount, 
—was I so blind as to think it was his business to pay i t ,—that it was 
his duty to pay for a school site for them ? That was the cause of the 
difference with respect to the rent. 

17545. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh—With regard to the surplus people 
here, are they willing to pay a fair rent if they got a piece of the Park ?— 
I don't think that anybody would expect anything else than to pay a 
reasonable rent. 

17546. Would they expect the proprietor to do anything additional in 
the way of buildings or otherwise, if they got suitable places ?—So far as I 
judge, I don't know that they have much expectation of that from the 
proprietrix. 
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LEWIS. 17547. Would they be wiUing to do that at their own cost if they got 
' ~ suitable places at a moderate rent Ì—Yes, they would. 

' 17548. The Chairman. What do you mean by a reasonable rent ? Do 
Roderick you mean such a rent as the sheep farmer pays 1—So far as I have heard 
Finlayson. of the rents that the sheep farmers pay, I believe that the crofters would 

be willing to pay an equal rent 
17549. Would they consider it a reasonable rent?—I can only speak 

for myself in that matter. My own view would be to value the land, and 
have a reasonable rent placed upon it by people appointed by both the 
proprietor and Government. 

17550. Mr Cameron.—What would you do with all the high land in the 
interior of the farm in that event 1—I don't think that the people would 
covet it. They would leave it with the deer as they had it of old. 

17551. Do you think the tacksman would covet it either if the low land 
was taken away ?—Well, the fact is that I was myself for a long time in 
this Park, and I saw that the sheep and deer herded there together, and 
the people were paying their own rent in proportion to the amount of 
ground they occupied. [Question repeated.] I don't think the tacksman 
would covet the place without having the up-lands as well as the low land. 

17552. But would he take the up-land without the low land?—I cannot 
say, but my opinion is that he would. 

17553. But you said just now that you would not covet it?—It is he 
who would covet the hills if only he got low land as well. 

17554. The Chairman.—How would you propose to utilise the high 
land if the crofters only took the low land ?—The former tenants of Park 
were very well off when they had the up-land as well as the low land. 
Aldinish, of which you have spoken, was a small township. There were 
only three tenants in it, and when they left it they took away twenty-
three cows each out of it. 

17555. Then do you think the crofters would be willing to take the up­
lands as well as the low lands at the present rent ?—That is a hard ques­
tion, but if once they got upon their feet they would be glad to do so; I 
mean if they got assistance. 

17556. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—As you were in Park, can you give us 
the names of some of the cleared townships that have not been already 
enumerated ? Do you know Caolas-an-eilan ]—Yes. 

17557. Smosivig?—Yes. 
17558. Bunachoreavig ?—Yes. 
17559. Bagb?—Yes. 
17560. Cean-na-voir ?—I don't know the west side. 
17561. Can you give any more names'?—Glencloich. 
17562. Gilavicphaig I—Yes. 
17563. Sgealadale-vaig ?—Yes. 
17564. Sgealadale-more ?—Yes. 
17565. Amdh-Dhoill-chaim?—Yes. 
17566. Ceanmore?—Yes. 
17567. Chulcbreag ?—Yes. 
17568. Can you give us any more that were cleared 1—The shepherd 

with whom I was employed would name at least thirty. 
17569. Have you any idea what number of people were removed?—I 

have no idea. 
17570. Would there be 100?—I believe there would be, but I have no 

knowledge whatever of the west side. 
17571. Is there any person living who knows ?—No. 
17572. Professor Maclcinnon.—You have said that you went to the 

contractor who built the school and asked him if he would pay you, and 
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that he said it was the chamberlain who ought to pay you, and that it was 
not his (the contractor's), business to do so ?—Yes. 

17573. Now we understand from that evidence that the contractor gave 
you no money ?—He gave me no money, and he said it was not he who 
ought to supply me with money. 

17574. Do you say distinctly that you got no money for the crop from 
the contractor who built the school ?—Nothing. 

LEWIS. 

KEOSE. 

Roderick 
Finlayson. 

KENNETH M 'DOXALD, Crofter and Merchant, Leurbost (45)— 
examined. 

17575. The CJiairman.—How many people are there in Leurbost?— 
113 families in addition to paupers. 

17576. How many paying rent?—Sixty. 
17577. Did the township of Leurbost freely elect you to come here ?— 

Yes. 
17578. Were they all present at the time of election?—They were not 

all there. I was not there myself when I was chosen at the first meeting, 
but there was a large meeting there, and there was a second meeting at 
which I was present, and those that were not at the first were at the 
second, so that they agreed upon me. 

17579. Who called those meetings?—The Stornoway Association. 
17580. Who made out the paper which you present to us?—I havo 

written it myself. 
17581. Is it on behalf of the township or on behalf of yourself?—The 

one portion of it concerns the affairs of the township, and the other 
concerns a matter of my own in which I was not dealt with in a Christian 
fashion. 

17582. Was the part that concerns the township read to aU the people 
of the township ?—I read it to a large number of them. I did not get 
them all gathered to read it. 

17583. How many would there be gathered to hear it?—It was not 
read at a meeting, but to every one that met me. Some came to see it. 

17584. Was the substance of it agreed to at the first or second meeting ? 
Yes, they agreed upon it, one making one statement and one another, and 
the substance of what they stated is in the paper. There were some 
statements they wished me to put in which are not there, for fear of 
making the paper too large. 

17585. Were there any outside people at your meetings helping you? 
—No, not at the meetings that were held in connection with this matter. 

17586. What other meetings do you refer to?—I saw Mr Murdoch one 
day addressing the people. 

17587. Did Mr Murdoch's address influence the people much?—The 
minds of the people before the arrival of Mr Murdoch were stirred up in 
some way, but until they heard him they did not even understand their 
own minds on this question so well as they did afterwards. 

17588. We have not time to take up the individual grievances of 
persons throughout the Highlands, but we will hear the paper which refers 
to the township.—'Leurbost, sixty crofts, 113 families. Five of these 
' crofts put in to make room for sheep farms; increase about rents thirty 
' years ago, five shillings per croft. When the Road Act was passed five 
' shillings was added to rents and hen money. Double renting commenced 
' in 1870; fine for Cleas-cro plantation fence 1871 ; fine for Arnish deer 

Kenneth 
M'Donald. 
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LEWIS. - forest fence 1873 ; double poor rate paid in 1868. Petty fines, such as 
" ' fining a man for a big lip. Fo r instance, widow Esa Maclver, No. 21 
_ _ _ * ' Leurbost, receipts can be produced to prove tha t she paid double poor rate 

Kenneth ' in 1868. Fined for Cleas-cro plantation feuce in 1 8 7 1 ; fined for Arnish 
M'Donald. ' deer forest fence in 1873. Two gir lsand three boys from Leurbost have 

' been taken to the fiscal's office under the control of a policeman for 
' taking oysters out of the ebb in 1 8 6 4 ; mussels and wilkies were taxed. 
' Those taxes were collected by Donald MacLeod, crofter constable, 
1 Balallan. Some years ago miles dyke fence was levelled to the ground 
' by the ground officer. John Martin, No. 23 Leurbost, receipts can be 
1 produced to prove that he paid double poor rates in 1868, and fined for 
' Arnish deer forest fence in 1 8 7 3 . — K E N N E T H MACDONALD , delegate for 
* the Leurbost crofters.' 

17589. Sheriff Nicolson.—Are these all the things tha t the Leurbost 
people have to complaim of?—They have other causes of complaiut, but 
these were what they consider peculiarly hard and oppressive. 

17590 . The complaints here refer to particular individuals. Were 
those named the only persons to whom those things were done that are 
complained o f?—I believe tha t the whole people were dealt with in tha t 
way, but these cases tha t are instanced are nex t door neighbours of my 
own, and have submitted their receipts. 

17591. The paper states tha t there are sixty crofts and 113 families, 
Are there fifty-three families of cottars ?—Some of them may have a 
share of a croft, bu t they are cottars. 

17592. Are there any full crofts ?—I can point out two . Then there are 
three new crofts t ha t are rather small, one of which I occupy myself. 

17593. W h e n was the township divided into these sixty crofts?—About 
thir ty years ago. There were fifty-seven people before that , and three new 
ones were added then. 

17594. D o the additional families consist entirely of people that were 
born in the place ?—Four families were brought into the township iu 
connection with clearances about the Park farm. There was another 
tha t was removed in order to make a sheep farm in another place,—that 
is five. All the rest belonged to the place. 

17595. W h a t other farm was that?—Croirgarry. There was no addi­
tional land added to tha t tack by the removal of this man. H e was 
either a crofter or cottar upon that tack before. 

17596. Have these 113 families all houses'?—They have each separate 
dwellings. W e did not count those that lived in family with their 
parents. 

17597. Is it not prohibited on the estate to build more than one house 
upon a croft?—Yes, that has been the regulation upon the estate for a long 
t ime back. 

17598. But all these houses were built in spite of the regulation?—I 
saw one built in spite of the regulation. I don't know whether others may 
have done it, but this man was called to account for it . 

17599. W h a t was done to h im?—His father-in-law was summoned out 
of the land. Mr Munro made the peace by compelling him to pay £ 5 , 
and Mr Munro threw down the house nex t year, and the constable broke 
the furniture and everythiug that was there and scattered it over the 
place. 

17600. Your paper states tha t the double renting commenced in 
1870 . Does tha t mean double rent for the whole township?—The 
meaning is tha t there were people who were charged double rent in those 
years by Mr Munro, and the practice of double renting then continued till 
Mr Munro got the management of the estate. 
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17601. How long have you lived there?—I was born there. LEWIS. 
17602. What was your rent when you first took house?—£1. 
17603. Has it been raised?—No; it was only a piece of peat land _J!!!f' 

tha t I got. Kenneth 
17604. What is the highest rent that is paid at Leurbost?—£5, 3s. M'Donald. 

(>r thereabouts. 
17605. That is for a full croft?—Yes. There are two families upon it 

but I believe that is the rent of a full croft. 
17606. Have all the crofters cows?—I think they have all a cow this 

year. There are some years when they lose a cow, and are without one. 
17607. How many of them have more than one cow?—There may be 

some that have three. 
17608. What rent will a man pay that has three cows?—About £ 3 or 

£4. 
17609. Have they sheep also?—There are some without a sheep. 
17610. Do they consider their rents too high?—Some say they are; 

some again reclaimed bog land, moor land, and the crofters complain that 
these people have these places too cheap; and, on the other hand, those 
men have expended labour and picks and spades upon the reck lined lots. 

17611. Is that peaty ground that they have reclaimed'—Partly, and 
partly rocky and stony places. 

17612. Is it now producing crops to satisfy their expectations?—It 
never yields such good crop when it is cropped every year, but when you 
got clay to mix with the peat upon these lands, and plenty manure in 
addition, it gives good crops. 

17613. The Chairman.—Has the summing of their stock any relation 
to the amount of their rent ?—Yes, the rent is in proportion to the stock. 
The rent was fixed long ago, and it was then fixed in connection with a 
certain amount of stock that was allotted to that lot. 

17614. Are those tenants who have reclaimed crofts for themselves, and 
who hold them at cheap rents of £ 1 , entitled only to keep a small stock in 
proportion to that £ 1 of rent?—I heard nothing to the contrary, but we 
might keep as much stock as the man who has a full croft at £ 5 , if only 
we can keep that stock alive. 

17615. Is that the reason why the tenants complain that some are too 
cheaply rented ?—No, I did not hear them so much complain of the stock 
at all. They complain that their own rent is too high. 

17616. How many people were double rented in 1870?—I know one 
of my own knowledge. I know another whose rent was increased by £ 1 . 
I am not aware of any fault he ever committed, and this £ 1 is kept on to 
the present day. 

17617. Was this double rent in the nature of a fine, or was it meant to 
be continuous rent?—The case was this. The ground officer and the 
tenant differed, and the tenant said to the ground officer that he would 
bring the matter before Sir James Matheson. That was the cause of 
doubling his rent, and the double rent was exacted for eleven years. 

17618. From 1870 to 1881 ?—It was imposed in 1869, and perhaps not 
paid till 1870, and was exacted till Mr Mackay got the management of 
the property. 

17619. Will you give the name of the man you know who was double 
rented ?—Murdo Mackenzie. He is now dead. It is another Mackenzie 
who has come to his place. 

17620. Is he the man who had a receipt in his possession for the double 
rent Ì—It is the poor rates I spoke of when I spoke of receipts. 

17621. You have not seen a receipt for a double rent ?—No, but I know 
the thing was right. 

4 D 
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LEWIS. 17622. Did you bring the receipt for the double poor rate here?—Yes, 
* I have got two. [Produces receipts.] 

KEC8B 17623. Professor Mackinnon.—There appears to be one year's poor rates 
Kenneth in 1867, Is. l id . , and in 1868, 4s. 4d.; but there are arrears of 2s. 2d., 

M'Donald, and the poor rates of the year are 2s. 2d. as well 
17624. The Chairman.—What do you pay as a tax for gathering 

whelks'?—There was a constable exacting 2s. 2d. per bushel. I paid that 
myself for a Stornoway merchant. 

17625 Who paid the 2s. 2d. per bushel?—The man who shipped 
them. 

17626. Were the people here bound to deliver their whelks to that 
man ?—Not at that time, but matters changed afterwards, so that they 
were obliged to give up their whelks to one man. I had to cease purchas­
ing them. The constable came to me with a written document telling me 
I was obliged to give them up. 

17627. When was thaU—In Mr Munro's time. 
17628. Had the tax ceased at that time?—I don't know what the 

practice was at the time I was made to cease purchasing them. The men 
used to say then that they farmed the shores for gathering whelks. 

GEORGE MACRAE, Crofter and Fisherman, Grimshader (49)—examined. 

17629. The Chairman.—What is the number of families in Grimshader? 
—Twenty-two. 

17630. Do they all pay rent ?—No. 
17631. How many?—Fifteen; seven do not. 
17632. Were you freely elected by the twenty-two families in Grim­

shader ?—Yes. 
17633. What did they ask you to say for them?—Specially, and in the 

first place, the high rent of our township, the bad soil, and because of 
many things in connection with the management of the estate that bear 
hard upon us, we are really not able to live in our place. Our first 
complaint is that a forest fence was set up, and that we were deprived of 
our moorland pasture. 

17634. Did you put up that fence yourselves?—No, it was not we who 
put it up, but we had to pay for it. Then at the time our present 
chamberlain entered upon office, we got the promise that we would get 
the marches removed to the old boundaries. Then we really thought that 
we had the right to this moorland pasture, and when we Avere driving our 
stock out to the grazings in order to give rest to the home graziugs, the game­
keepers met us and prevented us. They told us we had not the right 
without their permission—that we were not allowed to send our cattle 
whenever Ave pleased out upon these pastures, unless they gave us permission 
first. I t Avas we also that paid for the herd that kept the fence there. Last 
year we did not pay him at all. Now, there has been a fence herd appointed 
recently to look after our stock; but we have very little stock noAv. The 
gamekeepers and the herd have drowned and destroyed both cattle and sheep. 
Iu order to find out whether this was gamekeeper laAv or chamberlain law, 
I Avas appoiuted to meet the gamekeepers here about a month ago. The 
head gamekeeper upon the whole estate told me he had full authority to 
do AA-hatever he pleased in the matter, to which I replied that if he had such 
authority he might use it ill as he had already done. About the 29 th of last 
month, when Ave were in the very hurry of the spring work, Ave saw the 

George 
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fire set to the moor and approaching our place, so the constables were LEWIS. 
asked to go away and inquire who were the authors of this matter. We 
understood it was the gamekeepers. The constables refused to go. One 
of them went to Stornoway about the matter. He did not see Mr Mackay, George 
but he saw the head clerk in the office about the matter, and what the head Macrae, 
clerk told him was that the gamekeepers, by a written authority obtained 
from the estate office, might burn heather wherever they pleased. All I 
can say about it is that it is a most oppressive and terrible thing for us, 
because this very place that was burned was the place that kept alive our 
cattle during the winter in snow time. The fire came into our peat moss 
near our crofts, and some portion of the township was afraid even of their 
houses. 

17635. Are you not in the habit of burning heather for your own pur­
poses ?—We would be burning places that we did not think of much use, 
but the place that kept our cattle alive in winter, in snow time, we would 
never think of burning. 

17636. Do you consider long heather good for cattle?—Well, we have 
no grass, and there is only soft, boggy moorland without grass, and we 
think that unless the sheep are able to crop the heather during snow time 
they cannot live at all. 

17637. Did you lose much grazing when the forest fence was put up?— 
More than half of our moorland pasture was taken from us. 

17638. When was that?—Nineteen years ago. 
17639. Was the place where you were driving your cattle when you 

were stopped by gamekeepers beyond this fence ?—-Yes, it was beyond the 
dyke. The thing occurred the year that Mr Mackay led us to understand 
that our old rights would be restored to us, but we never tried to send 
them over since then. 

17640. Is the fence so broken that you can drive your cattle through 
it?—The fence is in such a condition that you can trace it, and that 
is all, and the gamekeepers keep our cattle on this side of that fence 
yet. 

17641. Did you ever go to Mr Mackay and complain about the conduct 
of the gamekeepers ?—We could not very well understand the matter. We 
were sending the constables there, and what occurred between them and 
the chamberlain we could not very well make out, but we were dissatisfied 
with the whole matter, and that is the reason we make it a foremost com­
plaint here to-day. 

1764.2. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—Is the gamekeeper you refer to a 
servant on the estate, or a servant of the tenant ?—He is the head game­
keeper in the service of the estate. 

17643. Is the piece of ground you were prevented going upon cleared 
of sheep ?—No, our own stock are endeavouring always to get at it, but 
there are no other stock. 

17644. Is it part of the forest?—Yes, it is a deer forest—under deer. 
17645. Who was paying rent for the grazing of that park?—I think it 

is we who pay for it. It belongs to the old rights of the township. That 
grazing was ours of old. 

17646. Are you aware whether it is customary or usual to burn heather 
in the forest?—Yes, I think it is quite customary. 

17647. What is the date, as near as may be, when the burning came 
close to your doors ?—• The 2Sth and 29th of May this year. 

17648. Do you know that by the law of Scotland there is a period for 
burning, after which heather cannot be burned ?—Yes, we got that in some 
of the estate regulations, that nobody could burn heather except upon 
certain days. 
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LEWIS 17G49. Then a regulation is put upon the tenant which is not obeyed by 
the proprietor ?—We obey the regulation. 

" 17650. Does the proprietor obey his own regulation]—It looks as if 
George they did not, for what they told us was that they would burn it whenever 
Macrae. they pleased. 

17651. Are not the regulations of the estate mutually binding upon botk 
proprietor and tenant? Is that not your understanding?—We would 
understand that, if really it was adhered to. 

17652. What is the name of the gamekeeper who was overriding the 
estate regulations ?—The servant of the head gamekeeper. 

17653. What is the name of the head gamekeeper who overrides the 
estate regulations ?—Duncan is his first name; I don't know his surname. 
He is a stranger here. 

17654. How long has he been here?—Between five and ten years. 
17655. Do you think this gamekeeper ever saw the estate regulations ?— 

I cannot tell. We thought, at all events, that he broke a regulation that 
we ought to get the protection of. 

17656. Why did you not go direct to the chamberlain?—I have told 
already what happened when I was deputed myself to see the head game­
keeper in connection with another matter about a month ago, and at that 
interview that man behaved himself as though he was over every person 
connected with the administration,—so much so that I said to him it 
was time he should be looked after anyhow—that I myself, as representa­
tive of other people, was worthy of respect in my own position as much as 
he was in his. 

17657. Mr Curaeron.—Has the grass come up since the burning of 
the heather?—There is some of the place where the grass wiU never 
grow. It was of no use except for keeping alive the stock during snow-
time. I t was heather, not grass. 

17658. How tall was the heather?—Some of it might be two feet 
long. 

17659. Do you consider heather two feet long good for cattle even 
in snow ?—Yes, where it keeps a green top the cattle can live by it in 
places where they can get no grass. 

17660. After the heather is burned and the grass comes up, is it not 
your experience that cattle and sheep go to that place much more quickly 
than before ?—Yes, that is quite true; but we knew that this place would 
never grow grass. 

17661. Has it had time to grow grass?—There was another spot on 
the same piece burned fifteen years ago, and not a blade of grass has 
grown on it since. It is a black bog where the cattle go into it, and 
where they are very much injured by it. The long heather grows upon 
the portion of the pasture bordering upon the sea. 

17662. Do you think this heather was burned from ignorance or from 
spite on the part of the gamekeeper ?—They should have come to us and 
asked if it was of any use to us before they burned it. 

176G3. When did Mr Mackay promise you this bit of land to which 
you complain the gamekeepers would not allow you to send your cattle ? 
—At the time of the first rent paid to him as chamberlain. 

17661. Did he make a verbal promise to you?—Yes; I was one of 
two to whom he made the promise. There were three. One spoke, and 
I was one of the other two. 

17665. Have you ever reminded him of his promise since?—I did not 
remind him of it myself, and I cannot be perfectly certain whether the 
constables did so or not. 

17666. Have you had an opportunity of reminding him?—Yes, we 
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had an opportunity of reminding him of it, but these gamekeepers told 
us they were acting under the authority of the estate. 

17667. Did it not occur to you that they might be mistaken, and that 
it would have been better to apply to the chamberlain?—Well, so far as 
regards complaints we had to bring to the estate office, we were not more 
satisfied with the treatment we got there than the treatment we got from 
the gamekeepers. We have four miles to travel without an inch of a 
road. I was upon a wild winter night, after being turned back by wind 
and tide, watching a boat and the provisions in it which I was not able 
for want of a road to bring to my dwelling. We pay all the assessments 
that the people who have road advantages pay, and we consider this a 
great hardship. 

17668. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—Did you hear a previous delegate 
state that a number of townships were without a road ?—Yes, I heard 
part of that, but the greater portion of his evidence was given before 
I came in. 

17669. We have already had evidence to that effect1?—And now the 
deer come in upon us, and we have to watch by night ever since the corn 
comes in the ear until it is stacked in our stackyard to prevent the deer 
from utterly destroying it. 

17670. The Chairman.— How long is it since the deer began to do 
this ?—They commenced about five years ago, and they are getting worse 
every year. 

DONALD MACKENZIE, Crofter and Fisherman, Crossbost (68)—examined. 

17671. The Chairman.—What is the number of families in Crossbost? Donald 
—There are thirty-on* paying rent, and twenty other families that pay Mackenzie 
no rent. 

17672. Were you freely elected by the people of Crossbost ?—Yes. 
17673. Were they all together at your election?—Yes. 
17674. Tenants and cottars ?—Yes. 
17675. What have you to say on the part of the people you represent? 

—'Crossbost, June 11, 1883.—Gentlemen, Our first complaint was to 
' be driven away from Lochshell forty years ago. The fire was drowned 
' on the hearths by the officers of the estate. They were fined £ 5 0 
' sterling for not leaving the villages on the appointed day. The 
' people of the two villages were put to a smaller village than either of 
' the two they were driven from. When the people came to Crossbost 
1 they had a small village five miles from Crossbost for herding; it was 
' taken from them, and rented to another man, and nothing taken off the 
1 rent of the village for it. Another piece of ground was taken from UD 
- at the end of the village, rented for £ 5 , 10s. and nothing taken off the 
' rent of the village for that. Four new crofters were set at the end of 
1 the village, and paying rent to the estate, and nothing taken off the rent 
' of the village.—Delegates for Crossbost, ALEXANDER MACKENZIE and 
' DONALD MACKENZIE.' 

17676. When you came from Lochshell forty years ago, how many 
were put into Crossbost?—Twenty-seven families. 

17677. What was the rent of those twenty-seven?—The rent of the 
township was £ 5 0 before we came to it. There was only one man there 
before we came to it. 

17678. And he paid £50 for it?—The rent was raised to £ 6 0 when 
we £">t it. 
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17679. Was that township very much smaller than the places you left? 
—Yes; none of it had ever been cultivated except a little 6pot in the 
middle, and there was only one house in the township when we came 
to it. 

176SO. What is the rent now of the whole township?—So far as I 
remember, it is £88. 

17681. That includes the men who are mentioned in this paper, and 
who were thrown in upon the others and no rent taken off for them?— 
Yes. 

17682. So that the place which one man had forty years ago for £ 5 0 
is now divided among thirty-one tenants, and they pay £88 for it?— 
If I recollect rightly, that Ì3 so. 

17683. The marches of the township are not changed?—No; a great 
deal of the rights of the township have been taken- from us. 

176S4. You have not so much land now as the man who paid £ 5 0 
had ?—We have not. 

17685. Were you yourself one of those who came from Lochshell?— 
Yes. 

17686. What kind of place had you there?—A very good place. We 
had plenty cattle and sheep there, but it did not last long. 

17687. Had you yourself a croft at that time, or had your father a 
croft ?—I was in my father's house at the time. 

17688. What was his croft rented at ?—About 50s. 
17689. "What stock had he when you left it?—Four milk cows, sevenl 

young beast3, and about fifty sheep. 
17690. And you kept the whole of that stock in those days for £2, 10s. 

of rent ?—Yes. The place was good. There was a good outrun or back. 
I cannot keep one cow to-day, unless I pay for her food out of my 
pocket. 

17691. What is your rent?—I paid 30s. formerly, and it is now as 
high as £2, 6s. including taxes. 

17692. What stock are you allowed to keep upon your croft ?—A cow 
with her followers for every £ 1 of rent is the summing. 

17693. How many sheep are you allowed to keep?—Five or six or 
seven per £1 of rent. 

17691. How many families do you think this place of Crossbost 
night be able to keep ?—I think twenty families, and all its former 
rights should be restored, so that we could make something of a living 
out of i t 

17695. Would it be easy to restore its former rights?—I don't know. 
Th •-•• know that themselves. 

1769G. Would it be easy to restore the march if the proprietor were 
willing to do so ?—Yes. 

17697. How far is the place you left forty years ago from the place 
you are in now ?—A very long way off. There is a ferry across the loch 
fr mi here, and five miles to walk afterwards. 

17698. Does it now form part of the farm of Park ?—Yes. 
17699. Who has it now?—Roderick Martin. I t is part of the farm of 

Oronsay. 
17700. Would you like to get that back?—That is what we desire. 
17701. If you got a good croft there, or at any other part of the farm 

of Park, would you be able to put stock upon it ?—Yes, we would certainly 
try to do so. 

17702. Ar there many in your place that would do the same thing?— 
Yes ; the place wo dd soon stock itself if there were a few put upon it. 

17703. If you are able to stock a new place, why do you not keep the 
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whole stock upon the place you have 1—What is the good of keeping stock 
when if I have only one cow I have to buy food for itJ There are two 
farms closing in upon us at the back, and we are shut in like sheep in a 
lank. 

RODERICK ROSS, Licentiate of the Royal College of Physicians 
and Surgeons, Edinburgh (12)—examined. 

17704. Tlie Cltairman.—You are medical officer of the parish of Roderick 
Lochs ?—Yes. Ross. 

17705. How long have you been there ?—Eight years next September. 
177OC. You are a native of the Lewis ?—Yes, born in this township of 

Keose. 
17707. You have heard what has been going on to-day, and you know 

the object of this Commission 1—Yes. 
17708. Can you make any statement which will assist the Commission Ì 

•—I beg to submit a short statement as to my opinion of the condition of 
the people generally, and then I would state some disabilities which I 
think they are labouring under, and point out a few of the remedies 
that would be suitable to meet these. It is entirely my own opinion I 
give on any matter, aod I am responsible for it. In any investigation 
into the condition of the population of the Highlands and Islands, the 
first point that has to be noted is that the people are in a state of 
transition as regards their habits, their education, and language. The 
people of the Long Island especially are in this condition. This should 
account for and explain many peculiarities and apparent deficiencies in the 
case of the people. I t should also be an excuse for many shortcomings, 
whereas it is frequently made the occasion of bitter sarcasm and 
animadversion by journalists and others who pretend to enlighten 
the public, not with the truth, but with the 'hasty and imperfect 
impressions which superficial information convey. That a people be 
primitive and in a certain sense behind the age as regards their habits, 
customs, dwellings, and language, is certainly no excuse for despising aud 
denouncing them, and even for disdainfully disowning them as if they 
belonged to an inferior and unimprovable race. Do the proud lords aud 
ladies of England disown their relationship with their rude forefathers, 
because they lived in rooms and houses compared with which the present 
Lewisman's house is infinitely superior ? Are they not proud to be named 
after the Saxon braves who actually littered their dwellings and sitting 
rooms in exactly the same fashion that a Lewisman litters his byre, laying 
on a fresh layer of straw each morning, and never think of removing the 
accumulation on account of its odours or its unsightliness, but only when 
it becomes inconvenient by its encroachment on the owner's space? In 
short, it is no reason for despising and abusing the poor inhabitants of 
these islands that they are somewhat primitive and simple in their ways 
and surroundings; it is rather a reason to sympathise with them and help 
them to improve their condition. In some things they are not behind, but 
even far ahead of the age. In the new Statistical Account of Scotland we 
find the Rev. Messrs M'Rae of Barvas and Finlayson of Lochs, men who 
were not natives, and so could not be suspected of partiality, and men 
whose power of observation and veracity could not be gainsaid, 
testify of the people of Lewis as follows :—f Tbey are remarkable for 
1 sobriety and hospitality in their own sphere—possess vivacity of intellect, 
t acuteness, and sagacity, and are tainted with few vices except what 
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LEWIS. - poverty in similar circumstances begets. They are generally tolerably well 
- versed in the Scriptures, and afford several examples of uprightness and 

SE- - piety. In their domestic economy they are frugal and moderate beyond 
Roderick ' conception; their simple cottages are abodes of happiness and content-

Ross. ' ment.' Of the people of this parish it is said—'They are sober, 
' intelligent, quiet, tractable, and very hospitable, sensible of their 
1 ignorance, and eager to be instructed in temporal as well as in spiritual 
* matters, and their good behaviour is such as might put many individuals 
• more favoured than they are to the blush.' These statements were 
made about half a century ago, aud an intimate and life-long acquaintance 
with the people enables me not only to repeat such evidence without any 
qualification, but to emphasise it as being equally true of the people at 
the present time. Indeed, there is abundance of evidence that they are 
not deficient in intellectual, moral, or physical qualities. Our public 
teachers, many of whom have taught in various parts of Scotland and 
England, invariably tell me that the Lewis children are the most docile 
and tractable they ever met. Only a few years ago a poor crofter's 
widow's son carried off the Senior Greek medal in Edinburgh, over a 
nephew of one of the best classical scholars in Edinburgh, who was 
especially coached by his uncle. Many other instances might be given of 
their intellectual powers. As regards the morality of the people, the return 
of our registrar as weU as the records of our sheriff court show a highly 
satisfactory state of matters. Their hospitality is very great. Anything 
approaching serious crime has not been heard of at Lochs for years—a 
locked house door is rare. We have a police officer among us, of course. 
The commissioners, especially our Lord-Lieutenant, should be informed 
how he was appointed, and how he gets on since his appointment. A 
mainland farmer took a lease of a farm here once upon a time. I suppose 
some wag got him to believe that it would not be safe for him to trust 
himself or his sheep at Lochs without the protection of the gentleman in 
blue. So he took a novel and a highly ingenious method of getting one 
appointed. He got all the old stories he could collect about the plunder­
ing days of the good old Rob Roy times, when ' each one took who could,' 

• and made out clearly to his own satisfaction and, a greater pity, to that of 
the county commissioners, that the Lewis was a dreadful place, and that 
Lochs especiaUy was unsafe, so he got his policeman, but he has not got 
his thieves, and for all the officer gets to do here he might be far more 
beneficially employed for society taking observations on the top of Ben 
Nevis. As regards the physical qualities of the people, I am in a 
position to say that those are of a very high order. We can show in Lewis 
to-day a set of young men who cannot be surpassed on sea or land for 
activity, muscular power, courage, and powers of endurance—with, best of 
all, those qualities combined with a most orderly and well-behaved 
disposition. These people have been, and are, accused of indolence and 
want of spirit. I never heard a Lewis woman blamed on the same score 
even by a correspondent to the Scotsman. These women can carry a 
creel on their backs which would make many a Lowlauder's knees bend 
under him. And besides they don't do it as a matter of hardship—they 
do it, as a rule, with a smile on their faces, or are very ready to it at least, 
and for fear of being accused of indolence by such snobs as the men we 
know, while carrying such burdens they at the same time ply their 
knitting wires as vigorously as if sitting on an ottoman. Well, it would 
be strange if such women were the mothers of lazy sons. So strange 
would the phenomenon be, that any person who could prove its reality 
deserves a high place among our modern discoverers. It ought to 
immortalise the Scotsman or ' any other man' were he to prove such aff 
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anomaly—such a freak of nature. Of course, we all know that an LEWIS. 
irresponsible correspondent, nay, a prejudiced scribbler, can assert any 
nonsense that may please himself. Would that those fellows had even _ 
one day of the poor crofter's spring work, or one day or night of our Roderick 
fisherman's toil and dangers on our stormy shores I We would afterwards Boss. 
hear less of such nonsense. There were factors and others in Lewis who 
thought that they could get nothing out of Lewismeu, and so they imported 
shepherds, drain-workers, ploughmen, and all sorts, to show how they 
could work. Well, what was the result? We had men here who 
could smear ten head of sheep a day, and who could fleece as many more 
above the best shepherd that could be imported. In drain-making we 
could find men who would take the heels of the readiest mattock worker 
if coming behind him. And as long as prizes were given for ploughing, 
we had a Lewisman who would beat the best of them. Now that these 
people are hardly used, and at times sorely pressed, cannot be concealed, 
and any means which could be devised to improve their condition would 
be welcomed as a great boon by themselves, and ought to be sought out 
and applied immediately by the Government of the country. I will now 
state the grievances of the people. The first is the overcrowding and 
subdivision of lots. In explanation of this, I may be allowed to say that 
this is the result of the natural growth of the population, and also the 
natural reluctance to remove from home, particularly in the case of an 
uneducated people who cannot talk English, and "who do not like to go 
abroad that way, and also I must say that it has been partly due to the 
indulgence and kind-heartedness of our lady proprietor. Now the remedy 
I would propose for that overcrowding, is to relieve the pressure by 
enlarging the holdings to from five to ten acres of arable land, with leave to 
cultivate behind the townships, handing over the most suitable of the 
present sheep farms to crofters, erecting fishing villages, and offering 
facilities for emigration to any families anxious to emigrate. In connection 
with this, my plan would be that each crofter should have from five to ten 
acres to cultivate, and that certain sheep farms, when their leases expire, 
such as Park, in which there has been a splendid opportunity for relieving 
the congestion of population in this parish,—the low-lying part which does' 
not interfere with the real forest,—should be given to these people, and I 
think that Lady Matheson has lost a splendid opportunity of doing good to 
her tenantry, and of doing her own family a credit, by refusing to let these 
poor men have it, and giving it to small tacksmen. Now, I would in such 
a case as this, be inclined to erect some pure fishing villages,—for instance 
at Ness, on the Carloway side, and in Lochs, and I would not have these 
to be crofters at al l ; I would give them just an acre to cultivate, and let 
them follow the fishing wherever it is to be found. I would strictly enforce 
the avoidance of subdividing any of these crofts. The second grievance is 
defective laws and management. This is certainly a grievance as regards 
the Highlands, and as regards this island in particular. There is a complaint 
of the uncertainty of the tenure of the crofters' possessions, and no doubt 
there have been cases of capricious removal. I know myself,—if I were 
allowed to enter into particulars,—I know the case of oue man who at the 
last letting, about thirty years ago, got a piece of moss land, and cultivated 
and trenched it, and he was rewarded on account of his exertion by receiving 
a prize from Sir James. He was brought with some others to the castle of 
Stornoway, and was there treated to his dinner, and got some prizes 
in money, and in clothing as well. In the course of a few years his 
neighbours got envious of the good crop he was raising, and were making 
complaints about him. Unfortunately, these complaints were listened to, 
and the result was that the man was summoned out of his holding; and, 
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LEWIS. to make a long story short, before the system of persecution ended, this man 
~"~ got five summonses, and his family and he had to pay 30s. for each 
~™j' summons he got, and besides that his rent was raised and part of his 

Eoderick original croft taken off. That is a case that occurred in my own neighbour-
Eoss. hood. I know other cases in which, in the case of outgoing tenants, the 

incoming tenants had, and were glad to pay the arrears of their predecessor. 
I know one case where it was £8 , another £10 , another £12, and another 
where it was a3 high as £16. These things, I am happy to say, did not 
happen since Mr Mackay became factor; but that they should happen under 
any factor in this nineteenth century is a disgrace not only to our laws but 
to our country. Of course, the remedy for these things is to give leases to 
the people, to be granted on favourable conditions, for twenty years, with 
a break at the tenth year, compensation to be insured, security to the sitting 
tenant against capricious removal at the termination of his lease, disputes 
to be submitted to arbitration or a special court, land to be valued by 
competent parties, and its rent fixed and revised by them. The third 
grievance is the defective harbour accommodation and defective traffic facili­
ties. It is abundantly evident that in Lewis we have much need of harbours 
to accommodate our fishing boats, particularly on the more exposed parts 
of the coast, but not in this parish fortunately; and another thing we should 
have is roads to be constructed between these harbours and these towns,— 
if possible to lay down a track or a tram road, so that the fish could be taken 
fresh to town and forwarded to the market; and I think this is a thing that 
Government ought to do,—that is, to take an interest in the erection of 
these harbours and in the construction of roads between these harbours and 
the town. The fourth grievance is destructive fishing—fishing herring on 
this coast when the herring are in an immature condition, and when they 
are spawning. This has done a great deal of damage to this parish. I 
remember seven years ago one township in which there were six herring 
fishing stations, and now there is not a single fishing station in that village. 
The fishing is quite destroyed, and I have no doubt it is entirely owing to 
fishing at improper seasons. I would apply the same remedy to that which 
has been already applied to the protection of wild birds, and also to the 
protection of salmon and other fish out of condition at spawning season. 
The remedy is a close time, preventing the leaving of herring nets in the 
sea during daylight, and fishing while the fish are out of condition. The 
fifth thing I would mention as a grievance, is the unsuitable militia head­
quarters. I would appeal to the Lord-Lieutenant of our county to look into 
this. We have a large number of our young lads, members of the militia, 
and they go to Fort-George to be driUed. They leave Stornoway by 
steamer, and proceed by rail from Strome Ferry, and unfortunately they 
behave very badly. These are young lads mostly from seventeen to eighteen 
years of age, and when they go away they think the proper thing is to have 
a spree, and buhaveas riotously and badly as possible. Worse than that, at 
Fort-George they come in contact, not with young lads like themselves, 
but with a great many of the lowest characters about the town, and from 
these they learn habits and vices which cling to them all their lives, and 
have been instrumental, not only in ruining the health of many of them, 
but in leading them into habits that they never get clear of. We were in 
the same position with regard to our own reserve men some years ago. They 
used to drill at Greenock, and the scenes witnessed in connection with the 
travelling of these reserve men became at last a public nuisance, and 
threatened to be very injurious. Xow we have our reserve men drilled at 
Stornoway, and their order and behaviour there are remarkable. A very 
large number of them join the Temperance Society, and they behave very 
well; and we know, if our militia men were drilled in this country, they 
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would get to be a splendid regiment of Long Islanders, and we know tha t LEWIS. 
they would behave better, and tha t they would not learn a great amount 
of the vices that they learn a t Fort-George. Ano ther grievance aud -----0BB-
complaint in connection with this, as I may state from my own experience, Roderick 
is that there is not a year since I became medical officer of this parish, but Ross. 
these militia men have imported some epidemic disease into the place, 
necessitating, in several cases, the closing of our schools, and put t ing the 
ratepayers to considerable loss, besides causing the death of a great many 
children. Last year they brought two epidemics into Lewis—measles and 
scarlatina. Another grievance is our crushing taxation. The taxation here 
is simply crushing. W h e n it comes to be a matter of about one-fourth of 
our rental for taxation, every body knows tha t must press hardly upon the 
people, Our poor rates last year were 3s. lOd. in the pound, our school 
rates 4s. 2d., and road money I s .—tha t is, 9s., half payable by tenants and 
half by occupiers. There is one grievance we have in connection with our 
schools, and tha t is tha t we were compelled to build a large number of 
schools in this parish—about twelve, I th ink—and tha t we were compelled 
to build them in a certain fashion, which entailed a great deal of expense, 
and entailed upon us heavy debt. Our School Board pays over £ 3 0 0 a year 
in interest on the loans we had to borrow to erect these schools, and tha t is 
a tremendous burden on our ratepayers, and a burden tha t will continue, 
and what we would ask our members of Parliament, and particularly 
Lochiel, who had a clause with his name added to the Educational Bill, is 
that they would endeavour to get another clause, and that Government 
should relieve us of this annual d e b t ; t ha t is, what we pay for the loans, 
aud for the interest on the loans. Another thing I would like to see is the 
abolition of the Poor Laws in this part of the world. They are quite 
unnecessary in such a place as Lewis. They involve the people in d e b t ; 
and though I happen to be an official connected with the Parochial Board, 
still I would approve of their being abolished. The people are very 
heavily taxed to keep up their poor, and the poor only get a small share 
of it. Another th ing I would mention is this, t ha t there is among us a 
deep and growing spirit of uneasiness, discontentment, and fretfulness, 
owing to the way things are managed among us. There are several causes 
for this. I cannot bu t observe it. I take nothing to do with it personally. 
I wish to abstain from it, and discourage it as far as possible, but I cannot 
close my eyes to its existence, and I have no doubt it is a thing that will 
continue increasing till there is some rsmedy provided, and it is a thing I 
would seriously ask proprietors and ourlegislators not to delay in grappling 
with, for if the people don't get more consideration than they have got 
hitherto, there cannot be any doubt tha t worse will come of it. I t has 
been asked here to-day why don't the people claim their share of the 
money in the island as they claim their ,-hare of the land of the island j, 
The answer is simple and easy ; they have not an equal right to the one 
that they have to the other. I t may be ii.q lired, who got the land Ì Was 
it the people or the proprietors tha t got the land 1 A n d with regard to 
the Lewis, it may be asked especially how did the Mackenzies of Seaforth. 
acquire their right to the Lewis Ì That is a point which ought to be 
investigated, which will be investigated, and which in the agitation tha t is 
going on is sure to come up. W e know very well how they go t the 
Lewis. W e know they got it by a process tha t cannot bear investigation, 
aud cannot bear day l igh t ; and we know the right they got to the Lewis is 
certainly more questionable than the right the Lewismen have to their share 
of it. 
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LEWIS. 
• Rev. EWAN CAMPBELL (67)—examined. 

KEOSE. 

Rev. Ewan 17709. The Chairman.—How long have you been minister of this 
Campbell parish ?—Twelve years. I have been nineteen year3 in this island. 

17710. Will you state what you have to say 1—I understand, gentlemen, 
your Commission to the Highlands is to investigate the condition of the 
crofters and their grievances, and to consider or suggest the remedy that 
is applicable to these grievances. To make my remarks as brief as 
possible, I shaU confine myself to bare facts, to what I conceive to be 
relevant. There is not the least doubt 'that all the townships in this 
parish, as elsewhere, are very much crowded,—overcrowded indeed, 
and the question that would arise in connection with this crowding would 
be this, Who was instrumental in crowding these townships 1 It would be 
very wrong to throw the blame upon the proprietor. No doubt, the 
proprietor was a party to some of that crowding. But the people them­
selves—the crofters—are equally to blame, for here at Keose for 
instance, a few years ago, when the place was lotted, and every one 
got a croft, there were very few,—there was only one on each croft. As 
the sons grew up, as soon as they were out of the shell, they immediately 
married, and nothing would do but to settle down on a croft along with 
their parents. When you look at the state of things, and ask whether 
these crofts are overrented, I say they are not. The people have very 
severe grievances in the position in which they are placed; but the 
proprietor is not to blame in everything, neither is the proprietor, you 
would say, to suffer altogether in removing these grievances ? The first 
remedy is to thin them out, but how are you going to do it ? What is 
the surface you have on which to spread this population ? I have read in 
the papers, and heard to-day, that there are plenty lands, plenty, but what 
are they? There is not a single acre of proper arable ground in the whole 
parish of Lochs. I know what arable land is perfectly well, and the extent 
of the area of the parish of Lochs is 141,700 acres. There are 6000 
people in Lochs, and the last decade produced an increase of 1000; and 
if every decade goes on at the rate of 1000, I don't know how it will do. 
Where are you to stop ? But to go back to the proposition of dividing; 
the land among them. Give them twenty-four acres each, and every inch 
of these 111,000 acres will be occupied,—the hill tops, the bogs, and every­
thing. Now you have come across here from Stornoway, and you have 
seen the extent of ground that is spread out there. Allot that extent of 
ground into lots. It would be far better and far more merciful towards 
those poor people to send for the 12nd, to shoot every mother's son of them 
that would be put there. As I said before, there is not a single acre of 
arable ground here, and the mystery is how in the world do people get 
any crop at alL I t is merely spade culture after all, in ground that they 
till with a great deal of labour, and to heap up the ground with these lazy 
beds; and what have you in the insterstices? Nothing but the hardest 
gravel and rock. Speaking about draining and what not, if any one "went 
there with a pickaxe, I would like to see him making any speed or 
benefiting himself. When Sir James was making a field opposite the Castle 
there, it cost him about £ 3 0 an acre to drain and trench it, and what is 
the result ? There is not as much subsoil as you would lift up in your hand, 
as much as would fill a bucket. You have plenty peat over there. On 
most of that ground they would have perhaps eighteen or nineteen feet of 
depth in the moss; and though there was only one foot here, where 
there is a rock,-you had only to go two feet to the other side, and you 
would go down fifteen or sixteen feet before you got to th<> bottom. This 
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being the case, why do people speak about the extent of land? No doubt, LEWI.'-', 
the people would require some extent of land, but where can they get it ? " 7 
They have extent of land in these bogs. Send them out in the summer 1 
time to graze their cattle, but what grazing have you in the winter? I Rev, Ewan 
have, I suppose, about 800 acres of a glebe here, and it is almost sur- Ca.upbell. 
rounded with water. My neighbours will not trouble me, and there is not 
a year but I lose a fifth or a sixth of the stock. Without going into my 
own losses, why, the place wiU not support a stock. 

17711. What would you propose by way of remedy in the present 3taie 
of things ?—In the first place, what I would propose is to remove these 
cottars and give them what there is ; and to allow these people to extend 
their tillage beyond their crofts into the moor. The people of Leurbost 
came to me five years ago, and I took down their numbers and namts so as 
to represent their grievances to Mr Hugh Matheson. I did so, and stated 
them seriatim, and had a letter from Mr Matheson to the effect that he 
was very sorry, and that he would make every inquiry. The people there 
begun to ask a dyke just about their own holdings to preserve their 
ground, and that dyke was knocked down. They came to me, and I told 
them to put it up again. I wrote to the ground officer to put it up as 
quickly as possible, otherwise I would advise them to take ulterior steps, 
for I explained to Mr Hugh Matheson the way in which these farms were 
held by the people. They held most of them as commonty, and the 
rest as a croft, and hence they should be allowed to till their moor. 
Now they have not been allowed to till their moor. They were 
prevented from tilling it. There are the Leurbost and Crossbost people, 
and all those there,—I would allow them to tiU the moor so far as they 
can, going out upon their own common, for this is a benefit to the 
proprietor as well as to themselves; and try what other remedy you can 
think of to provide for these cottars. There is no doubt that, in making 
these farms, the people were hardly dealt with, and I have very little doubt 
it would have been more judicious to have given these poor people 
of Gravir that place they petitioned for and which was refused. 

17712. And you think the whole farm of Park might have been given 
to the people of this parish with advantage1?—Perhaps it would not 
be given with advantage to the proprietor,—far from i t ; and the whole 
of the farm of Park could not be so utilised by the people in this parish if 
they would have to pay the rent that is paid for it. And the farm of Park 
has not been paying had it not been for the deer that are on it, and Mr 
Sellar removed his young stock every winter. Still I would suggest that 
these poor people should be provided with a portion of that farm 
ex ad verso of their own holdings. 

JOHN SMITH—re-examined. 

17713. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—Do you know how many families were John Smith. 
removed from Park at different times?—Yes, 108. 

17714. What would the average number of each family be?—Six 
persons. 

[ADJOURNED.] 
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HARRIS. TARBERT , H A R R I S , W E D N E S D A Y , J U N E 13, 1883 . 

TARBERT. 
Present:— 

S i r K E N N E T H S. MACKENZIE, Bart . , Chairman. 
D O N A L D CAMERON , Esq. of Lochiel, M.P . 

C. FRASER-MACKINTOSH, Esq., M .P . 

Sheriff NICOLSON, LL .D . 
Professor MACKINNON, M.A . 

NORMAN M ' D O N A L D , Crofter and Fisherman, Island of Scarp (50 )— 
examined. 

Norman 17715. Tixe Cliairman.—How many families are there in Scarp?— 
M'Donald. About forty. 

17716. D o they all hold land?—There are sixteen names entered in 
the rent roll, and they have it split up into patches among one another, 
so that it has reduced them all to poverty. 

17717. Have the whole of the forty some of these patches?—No, there 
are some of them without even a patch. 

17718. Were you delegated to come h e r e b y these forty families ?— 
Yes, by the whole of them. 

17719. You have a paper to present on behalf of the people of Scarp? 
—Yes. 

17720. Who put the paper together?—Some of the people of the place, 
to explain the condition of them. 

17721 . Was i t read to the whole of them ?—It was read in the presence 
of those who were connected with its composition. 

17722. Not in the presence of all ?—All the people were not about 
when it was being read. 

17723. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—Your paper is i s follows:—- Statements 
* of the Scarp people.—In the t ime of our forefathers we had several 
' privileges which are now deprived from us, and for the want of which our 
' present grievances greatly tend. The isle of Scarp was formerly in the 
' possession of eight farmers, who could sustain themselves with comfort. 
' They were allowed a wide range of hill pasture on the mainland opposite. 

Thither they sent their cattle in summer, and getting the island thus clear 
1 managed to bring most of the arable land under cultivation. About sixty 
' years previous to this, thirteen villages, extending from the head of Loch 
' Resort, and scattered along the west coast to Bunamhuin Eadara, were 
' cleared of their inhabitants, and taken possession of by a certain tacksman, 
' named Alexander Macrae. H e deprived us of the hill pasture, then, setting 
1 apart a piece of bogsy moor across the Harris border, to which heifers only 

- were to be sent. W h e n Lord Dunmore owned North Harris, he divided 
' Scarp, seventeen years since, into sixteen crofts, which were further divided 
1 by the people among their families and friends. The number of people 
* has-greatly increased. About 200 souls live on the isle to-day. There are 
* forty families. This increase, along with the consequent overcrowding on 
- one another, the scantiness of land, and its inadequacy to maintain the 
' people, have mostly led to the present poor circumstances. I t may be 
' said, for all the land yields, tha t the people wholly depend on the sea, 
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' and that in a manner specially precarious, owing to the rough coasts. We HARRIS. 
1 pay taxes for highway and doctor along with school and poor rates. The T 

' rent added to this comes up to £ 6 , which we think too high. A distance . 
' of moor six miles long lies between this and Amhuinsuidhe, without any Norman 
- road made through it. "We all bear testimony to the exceeding generosity M'Donald. 
* of Sir Edward towards the people of the island. In our opinion, the best 
' remedy is to get more land, and that most of the people be transferred 
1 from the island to work thereon.' Who has now got the land that was 
taken from the people by a man of the name of Alexander Macrae1?—Sir 
Edward Scott has it. 

17724. Is it a part of the forest %—Yes, it is a part of the forest now. 
17725. Has the loss of that land been very prejudicial to the island 

ever since Ì—Undoubtedly it was. During the time of my ancestors, when 
the people had that pasture, they were in the habit of sending their horses 
and their cattle and sheep across to these summer grazings during the 
whole time the seed was in the ground. They had horses at the time. 

17720. Was any compensation or reduction of rent given for the reduc­
tion of these pastures 1—-No, there was no abatement of rent; and at the 
present day it is higher than it was in the time of my ancestors. 

17727. It is stated that the average rent at the present time is about 
£6, with taxes. What was the average rent when it was under the 
original eight crofters ?—I know the rent my father paid. He did not 
pay direct to the proprietor, but to the tacksman of the place. He paid 
£3 , 10s. to the tacksman for the land that now I pay for, but there were 
no taxes at that time as there are now. 

17728. What tacksman are you referring to, to whom your father paid 
rent?—Alexander Macrae, Huishinish. 

17729. You state in your paper, that thirteen small villages were all 
cleared of inhabitants and taken possession of. Who is in possession of 
the land of these thirteen small villages that are referred to ?—It is all 
part of the forest now. 

17730. You say that the people want more land. Have they any idea 
where they would like to get the land for the surplus population 9—There 
is plenty of land vacant through the country,—forest land,—aud the best 
part of the land. 

17731. Will you indicate any place by a name that would be the most 
suitable for them7—I consider each of these thirteen townships about 
equally suitable, where people might make a comfortable livelihood out of 
it through the labour of their own hands. 

17732. Is there a considerable part of those thirteen townships' land that 
was at one time under cultivation 1—Yes there was arable land there. 
If these thirteen or fourteen townships were peopled by crofters, it would 
make forty families quite comfortable, but it is all in forest now. 

17733. You speak of the distance of forest—six miles long—lying 
beyond this and island Suay, without any road made through it. What 
object have you in going to island Suay 1 Is it the first place where you 
strike the road ?—We have to take all our provisions during the winter 
from this place here in Tarbert, and the sea is wild, and very often we 
have to turn into Loch Losebay through stress of weather, and then to 
cirry these provisions upon our backs through the moor to the sound of 
Scarp, and very often at the sound of Scarp we are not able to cross, but 
have to remain there. We complaim of the want of a road. A t the 
present the road extends as far as island Suay; and then there are six 
miles of moor from that to the sound of Scarp, and if there was a road 
there it would be even upon our backs, far easier to carry our provisions. 

1773L Where does the doctor reside?—-At Tarbert. 
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HARRIS. 17735. What tax is put upon you for the doctor1!—Half-a-crown. 
17736. Is he obliged to attend at Scarp ! Yes, he is bound to go, but 

IARBER . w e ( j 0 n o j . 0f{-en bother him. Sometimes he is not there from one year's 
Norman e n d to another. Sometimes he may be called once or twice a year to the 

M'Donald, place. 
17737. Do you give him a fee over and above1?—No. The half-crown 

covers his whole charge. Our practice is, if the weather allows, to go for 
him to the West Loch Tarbert with a boat and bring him to our place, 
and lift him back again here. If the weather does not permit that, he 
either walks or drives to island Suay, but he makes no charge beyond the 
half-crown. 

17738. Whether would you prefer to pay the doctor when you want 
him, or pay this half-crown a year1?—I don't think it would be considered 
a hardship for any one that could manage it at all to pay the half-crown 
for the doctor. I would prefer to pay the half-crown, though I should 
never require his services at all, rather than make the other arrangement. 

17739. Is there any work in the island that is given by the proprietor] 
—No, not in the island. 

17740. Has he been in the habit of giving employment or labour on 
other parts of the estate to which the people of the island might go 1— 
Works are carried on at his expense at island Suay, but we follow the 
fishing. Sometimes it is successful, and sometimes not. 

17741. Have the people of the island made any formal application to 
the proprietor or his factor in reference to this overcrowding of the island 1 
—We never laid the matter formally before the proprietor, but we spoke 
of it several times to the factor, and the reply we got was to go to 
America; and to make a journey to a strange land does not suit a poor 
man with a weak family and an empty hand. It would be as well for 
him to remain poor in the place where he was as to undertake such a 
journey. 

17742. Is that your own position?—That is a description of my own 
condition, I have little means. I have some stock—as much as my 
place can support. 

17743. Are you aware that the people in the island are much in arrear 
of rent or in any arrear 1—There are some of them more in arrears than 
others. 

17744. Are there any of them clear?—There are four or five of them 
that are only one year in arrear—the rest more. 

17745. Mr Cameron.—This grazing on the main island was taken from 
the people, I understand, sixty years ago ?—It is over sixty. 

17746. And it was taken then by a tacksman named Alexander Macrae1! 
—Yes, it was; but he got that along with a great deal more that is now 
forest. He had the whole of what is now forest. 

17747. That was not a forest at the time, then?—No; it was in sheep 
then. 

17748. Have you ever considered what the people of Scarp would be 
willing to pay if their grazings were restored to them Ì—We did not con­
sider that matter mentioned in the least. 

17749. Did the grazings you mention extend over the whole that is now 
forest, or only over a portion 1—No, it did not cover by any means the 
whole range of the forest. There were fences, and the line of these fences 
can be traced to the present day. 

17750. Do you consider that they would be able to pay for these graz­
ings anything like the rent that is paid now or for which they are down in 
the valuation roll 1—All I know is that the island cannot support its pre­
sent population. It is more a pound or a fank than a habitation for them; 
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TARBERT. 

Norman 
M 'Donald. 

but if it were portioned out among the sixteen families that originally held HARRlà. 
it, with the old grazing rights restored to them that the island formerly 
possessed, they would be able to make a living. 

17751. Do you consider that would involve any loss of rent to the 
proprietor?—I don't think it would be much actual loss to the proprietor, 
but he might feel the encroachment upon his forest. 

17752. Was the present proprietor in any way to blame for the with­
drawal of this hill pasture more than sixty years ago ?—It was not his act 
at all. It was done long before his time. 

17753. And it was not Lord Dunmore's act either?—Well, our graz­
ing privileges were taken away from us in one Macleod's time, but it was 
Lord Dunmore who converted the grazings into forest. 

17754. If the people lost the grazings, it would not matter, I suppose, 
whether these were converted into a deer forest, or whether they were 
kept under sheep by Mr Alexander Macrae ?—Well, of course, as far as 
we were concerned, it mattered nothing when we lost it ourselves. 

17755. I t is stated here that the sixteen crofts into which Lord 
Dunmore divided the island were further increased by the people dividing 
it still more among their families and friends ?—That is so. The father 
shared it with the son, and the brother shared with the brother. 

17756. So that the increase of the population arose from their own 
act ?—Yes. 

17757. Do you think it fair that the present proprietor, who was not 
born when these grievances were created, should suffer from circumstances 
that arose out of an act of the people ?—I cannot give a decided opinion upon 
that question, but of one thing I am certain, that the island is over-peopled; 
and what with cutting peats, and what with one thing and another, the over­
crowding has brought the present population,to a state of poverty. 

17758. The Chairman.—What stock do you yourself keep ?—Two cows, 
and a calf and fifteen sheep. 

17759. And you pay £6 of rent and rates ?—My two brothers are along 
with me in the lot, though it is my name that is entered in the rent roll. 

177GO. What stock do they keep besides what you have yourself?— 
They can only keep between them as much as I have. 

17761. What is the total stock upon that croft for which about £ 6 Ì3 
paid?—Three milk cows and two stirks. WTe have in addition forty-five 
sheep, but the croft can only carry thirty. The extra fifteen belong to my 
two brothers, and they pay to their neighbours for this overplus stock. 

17762. What is the stock on the island ?—I can tell the summing of it. 
I am not sure that I can give the actual stock. I t could not maintain its 
summing. If they were not fed by provender purchased, they would die 
on the door steps. Our fathers settled it that the island could maintain 
400 sheep and 64 milch cows without any young ones; but I remember 
the place for the last forty years, and it never had that amount of stock 
upon it at any one time. 

17763. What is the rent of the island ?-—£80, bare rent. 
17764. Are all the grown men in the island fishermen ?—Yes, every one 

that can. 
17765. Have they all shares in boats?—They have only small boats for 

long lines and lobsters ; they have no herring boats. 
17766. Where do they seH their lobsters ?—In Tarbert chiefly. 
17767. Are they always able to bring them up here in good time ?— 

Not always. 
17768. Where do they sell their cod and ling?—It is a man in the 

island that buys both cod and lobsters. 
17769. One of themselves ?—Yes. 

AM 
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17770. What price does he give for ling and cod?—We have very few 
cod, but the ling ranges from 8d. to lOd. 

17771. When is the price fixed?—At the commencement of the fishing 
each season. 

17772. Do they get advances from the curer?—The people are pretty 
far in that man's debt. 

17773. Is it money or food that he supplies them with?—It is meal 
chiefly that he supplies them with. The crops that are grown upon the 
island could not maintain its population for three months. 

17774. What price is he charging for meal on credit now ?—£1. 
17775. On credit 1—If there is three or four month's credit, it is ore 

shilling extra. 
17776. Is there anything that can be done to improve their position in 

regard to fishing ?—The fishing of late years has deteriorated sadly. 
17777. How do you account for that?—-There have been three boats 

fishing ling for the last two months, and not one of them has fished 200 
ling yet. 

17778. If they had bigger boats, and went farther to sea, would they 
not be able to get better fishing ?—The place is not suitable for heavy 
boats. The coast is very wild, and we can only use light boats. When 
we work at lobsters in winter, we have to launch the boats every morning, 
even supposing it were in frost or snow, and in launching them we have to 
wade through the surf up to the waist, and remain in that condition till 
night again. After all that is said and done, unless the people of the 
island of Scarp can get additional lands, there is no possible means of sup-
port for them. Their very life is in danger. 

JOHN M 'LEOD, Cottar and Fisherman, Ardhassaig (62)—examined. 

I >1 m M 1/eod. 17779. The Chairman.—How many families are therein Ardhassaigt 
—Fifteen families. 

17780. Are they all cottars, or do any of them hold land?—Eleven hold 
land ; four are without land. 

17781. Do you represent the holders of land as well as the cottars?— 
Yes. 

17782. What have you to say on behalf of the people of Ardhassaig?— 
They are very much hemmed and crowded in, but it is not an act of to­
day. This overcrowding commenced seventy years ago, and since that 
time we have had no relief. We suffer in a variety of ways. When I 
lost my land myself thirty years ago, I turned my attention to the ocean 
to take my living out of the sea; but I found bounds set before me in the 
ocean, and I was not allowed to set a net with a smaller mesh than two 
inches within half a mile of any shore, or bay, or creek, without incurring 
the risk of punishment in Lochmaddy,—any bay or creek, or any place 
that could be approached by salmon or sea trout. But we have survived 
it all We who are without land are a burden upon those who have a 
little of i t ; and if it were not that they accommodate us out of their little, 
by giving us potato ground, we had long ago starved in a heap. I would 
wish you to understand that I don't mean to blame in the least our present 
proprietor or present factor. We were put into an impoverished condition 
long before the proprietor ever came to the island, and if you would like 
to hear how our distress came about I can teU you. Donald Stewart was 
once factor under Macleod of Harris, and it was then our troubles com­
menced. He began to clear the land, and he began with Huishnish. He 

HARRIS. 

TARBERT. 

Norman 
M 'Donald. 
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cleared seven townships at one stroke. His next move was to turn his HARRIS. 
attention to Macleod himself, and devise how he could manage to make a 
fool of him, and he succeeded, because before the end came they used to ---U-BE--T-
call Macleod a beggar. Macleod was latterly, through his instrumentality, j o n n M'Leod. 
reduced to such a poor condition that he actually obtained his support in 
Donald Stewart's own house. I have seen Macleod in the market in this 
very place leading a horse by the bridle, and having no one that would 
wait upon him, while Donald Stewart was making his hundreds by his 
cattle upon this man's lands. It was the next factor—Macdonald—who 
succeeded him, that deprived me of my lands, and he was not a whit 
better. The end of it was that my family, when they grew up, scattered 
into all parts of the earth; and some ot them are dead in a foreign land, 
and ot'iers I know not where they are,—and I am alone. Hundreds 
suffered equally with myself. There are at least twice as many both in 
North and South Harris without lands as there are that have land. I 
think it is a sad condition of affairs in this place. There is not a family 
in the whole of Harris where there are two sons but one of them at least 
is in the service of the Queen, perhaps two, and neither they nor their 
fathers can obtain a foot of the soil upon which they could live. I t 
w >uld appear that, when Britain becomes involved in a struggle with 
another nation in the future, they must send for the deer and sheep of 
Harris as well as its young men, and then they can see which is the best 
bargain. 

17783. Sheriff Nicolson.—How did you lose your land thirty years 
ago ?—Thereby hangs a tale. There was a lady in Uist and a gentleman 
in Skye, and my brother had a vessel, and he came in the vessel with 
Donald Macdonald from Monkstadt, and he went to Balranald in order to 
remove from thence the young lady, whose parents were not willing that 
she should marry the young gentleman in the ordinary way. They wished 
her to marry the man who was at the time factor upon the estate; but 
this man took her away. The factor, Macdonald, had his revenge upon 
me and my two brothers for this act, though we were quite innocent of i t 
One of my brothers was at the time in Borv, and another in Scalpa, and I 
had a sister in West Tarbert. The four of us had lands at the time, and 
he deprived us of them all. One of my brothers went to Australia, where 
he is still. That is how I lost my land—the sole cause. I did not get 
lands since. 

17784. Was it taken from you the next term after that romantic affair t 
—Yes. 

17785. Were you in arrears at the time ?—I was £6 in arrears at the 
time, but I had two cows and a quey, and I offered to the factor to allow 
the ground officer to come and take possession of these for the arrears, but 
he would not accept the offer. 

17786. Have you applied for land since then?—I have never made 
application for land since. I turned my face to the sea, and for the 
last thirty years I have endeavoured to make a livelihood out of it 
with a small boat of sixteen feet keel. Then you have no land at aU ?— 
No, none whatever—except that I may occasionally get a patch from my 
neighbours. 

17787. You cannot keep a cow, I suppose ?—I have a cow, and I pay 
a little for it to a good man that is in the place. Were it not for that I 
would be without any. 

17788. Are the other cottars in the same condition?—The same 
condition 

17789. Have they cows?—There is another cottar as well as myself, 
who has a cow. 
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HARRIS. 17790. Do they fish 1—Occasionally. 
17791. Do you fish with long lines for cod and ling?—Yes, we fish 

IARBERT. £Qr a n ythi n g that c o m es , but occasionally cod and ling, and in winter 
John M'Leod. lobsters. 

17792. When was the prohibition about your using the net with a 
small mesh put in force 1—I cannot exactly give the date, but it would 
have been about that time—that is, thirty years ago. 

17793. Did you not know that that was made to prevent the catching 
of young herring ?—I never thought that was the reason. The reason I 
thought was that I was prevented from using a smaUer mesh than two 
inches, in case I might catch a salmon or sea trout, and thus deprived any 
of the young sportsmen who came to fish of such a luxury. We don't 
think that God created fish for the benefit of one man more than 
another; and we would like to know by what right or title the one 
rather than the other can make a proper claim to that privilege. 

17794. Were you ever forbidden to fish within a certain distance of 
the shore ?—Yes, there was a man in Urga that was taken to Lochmaddy 
and imprisoned there for transgressing this rule by placing the nets 
within prescribed limits, and he told me, after he came back, that he 
would never recover from the effects of that confinement. They deprived 
him of his nets, and they have never been restored to his widow to this 
day. 

17795. The Chairman.---Do you hear from your brother in Australia ? 
—Yes. 

17796. What sort of position is he in there now1}—In a good position. 
17797. Has he any land ?—Yes. 
17798. Are any of your own children in Australia]—I cannot tell 

where they are. They are scattered over the world. 
17799. Were they not able to write letters themselves?—Yes, they can ; 

I get letters from them now and again. 
17800. Where from?—Sometimes from the East, sometimes from 

Aemerica, sometimes from Africa ; they are sailors. 
17801. Are aU your family settled in foreign lands?—No. 
17802. Did your brother never recommend you to go out to him?— 

Yes, he did ; but my family did not wish to go. 
17803. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh—Where is Ardhassaig?—It is upon 

West Loch Tarbert, about 2£ miles from here. 
17804. Is it now part of the forest?—No; I just live upon the 

march. 
17805. You stated that one Stewart cleared seven townships, can you 

-name them ?—Leuachar, Deirisqir, Cravadal, Tuishnish, Govaig, 
Leosabay, Amhainsuidhe. 

17806. Are all these townships part of the forest ?—Yes. 
17807. Did Stewart take these places into his own hand at the time? 

—No, a relative of hi3 own from Loch Alsh, named Alexander Macrae, got 
them. 

17808. Have you any idea how many families were in those seven 
townships ?—In six of the townships there were thirteen families ; as to 
Tuishnish, I cannot say very welL I t could keep six comfortably. It 
was in the possession of one man, and he kept people upon it himself; 
but it would make comfortable six families. 

17809. Did Stewart clear out any other places ?—He cleared the whole 
of the west side of Harris, from Rodel to the head of Loch Eisort—a 
stretch of over forty miles of shore. 

17810. What became of the people?—Some of them went to Lewis; 
some of them were sent to the other side of Harris; some to America, 
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6ome went to places never before occupied—along between here and HARRIS 
Rodel, and if you could see some of these very places you would be 
surprised that even goats could live in them. TARBERT. 

17811. Do you refer to I insbay ?—I mean Finsbay and places less j0jm JI 'Leod 
inaccessible than Finsbay—Caolas Stocknish. 

17812. Can you give us a rough estimate of the number of souls that 
were dispossessed by Stewart ?—It is quite impossible for me to tell you 
the number of souls that were dispossessed by that man out of these 
lands. 

17813. Would they amount to hundreds?—There would be hundreds. 
17814. Who was Stewart?—He was a native of Appin, and he came 

first to this country as a shepherd to the Park in Lewis, and from the 
Park in Lewis he came here. 

17815. Is he alive yet ?—He is not living now. 
17816. With regard to Macdonald, who succeeded him, what did he do 

in the way of dispossessing the people ?—Macdonald cleared Pabbay 
where twenty-six families were. Some went to Australia, some of them 
were sent to the east side of Harris. Stewart first packed them into 
these places, and Mr Macdonlad repacked the places,—that is, filled up 
the interstices. He also cleared the half of Bernera, but I cannot tell how 
many families may have been there. 

17817. Who has got Bernera, and who has got Pabbay ?—John 
Stewart has Pabbay and Ensay—the son of this Donald Stewart of 
whom I spoke before. 

17818. Is he now proprietor of Pabbay?—He is proprietor of both 
Pabbay and Ensay. 

17819. Has he the half of Bernera?—The portion of Bernera under 
tack is, I think, in the hands of a North Uist man. He also cleared 
Lingivra, Cuidinish, Deiricleit, Ceandevig. A large number of the people 
that left these places went to Australia and died upon the voyage. 
Some went to America, some to Caolas Scalpa, and to the island of Scalpa 
itself, where they are now packed thick as herrings in a barrel. 

17820. Who are now in those places that Macdonald cleared?— 
Deiricliet and Ceandevig are part of Lord Dunmore's forest. A native 
of this place—Donald M'Leod—is the tacksman of Cuidinish. Lingivra 
was added to the farm of RodeL 

17821. Is any of the land that was cleared by Macdonald now in the 
possession of crofters ?—No. 

17822. Were you acquainted personaUy with several of those people 
that were so removed ?—Yes, I knew some of them. 

17823. Can you say generally that these people were in good circum­
stances?—Yes, in very good circumstances. 

17824. Was there any reason for the dispossession of those people 
except for the aggrandisement of big farms ?—I knew no reason, unless 
some of them may have been in arrears; but I know that a large number 
of them were not in arrears. 

17825. There was no attempt made when the township was intended to 
be cleared to give it to the solvent crofters, and put out the other ones ? 
—I never heard of such an attempt being made in this country. 

17826. Had you ever anything to do with the transactions for which 
you suppose you and the various members of your family were put out 
of the country ?—I did not know any such thing was being done at all 
at the time. 

17827. Did this Macdonald use his influence or authority as factor, or 
the authority of the estate, to pay off what he considered his own private 
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HARRIS, wrong?— I do not th ink he consulted the proprietor in the matter. H e 
used his own authority, and it was quite sufficient. 

TARBERT, 1 7 8 2 8 . Who was proprietor a t that time?—-The present Ear l of 

John M'Leod. Dunmore. 
17829. Was he then a minor ?—I th ink he was a minor. 
17830 . You do not blame the proprietor in any way for this ?—No, in 

no respect. 
17831 . Was it talked of through t h e place at the time, and con­

sidered, t ha t this removal of yourself and members of your family was 
owing to the circumstance that then occurred wi th regard to the elope­
men t ?—Yes, t ha t was the belief in the place. 

17832. Now tha t so many years have gone past since then, is it your 
firm belief tha t the reason you have stated was the correct one ?—Yes, I 
believe it, and will believe to the day of my death tha t tha t was the sole 
reason why I lost my land. 

17833. Mr Cameron.—You have given us some very interesting 
information about events which occurred at a period ranging from six ty 
to th i r ty years ago. I should l ike to know whether you have any 
grievance to complain of as to the present management of the estate, 
either in regard to evictions or clearances or other matters of tha t k i n d ? — 
I have no complaint as regards eviction or arbitrary removals within 
recent t ime. 

J O H N M ' D I A R M I D , formerly Crofter and Fisherman, Scalpa (88 )— 
examined. 

John 17834. The Chairman.—How many families are there in Scalpa?— 
M'Diarmid. There are forty there paying rent and near sixty without any land at all. 

17835. Are you sent here to represent all these ?—Yes. 
17836. WLU you state what they wish you to say?—That the whole 

of these crofters and cottars are very very poor and very crowded, and 
have hard times of it. Of these forty who have land the utmost tha t 
can be said of their crops is tha t they would support them about two 
months in the year. The whole of the population—cottars and crofters 
—have to pursue the fishing, chiefly lobster fishing, and they have to be 
out summer, spring, and winter, at least eleven months in the year. 
They have to go often from home, and live in bothies, and sometimes as 
far as Uist. Then everybody tha t can go to the east coast fishing goes 
there ,—to Wick . Immediately after their return from the east coast 
fishing they take to the home fishing. Some take to the long line 
fishing, and others of them, at the faU of the year, to the lobster fishing. 
A n d then, times are very hard. They have to go for manure to the 
Lewis shores, and sometimes across to the Shiant islands, Dear the 
mainland of Skye. Some of them go to the shores of Skye for the 
lobster fishing, and upon one occasion when a crew of them set up a tent 
on one of the islands in Loch Snizort, the tacksman to whom the place 
belonged came wi th his rifle, and they were preparing their food at the 
time, and he knocked down the pots and threw the food all over the 
place, and threatened tha t unless they left the place they would be shot. 
The cause of aU this is the excessive population of the place. They have 
fished their own shore clean, and they have to pursue the lobster fishing 
a t a distance. They also follow it up all the way to Lochmaddy. The 
island was formerly occupied by two or three tacksmen in succession, 
before i t was crofted out, bu t these had to throw it up. W h e n the 
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factor found out that the tacksmen could not live there, he settled it upon HARRIS. 
twenty crofters. When the twenty were there they were pretty nigh 
contented and able to make somewhat of a living out of it. Now, Lord TARBERT. 
Dunmore's commissioner, at the time, who had authority over the local John 
factors, was a Captain Sitwell. He came officially to see the lands. This ll'Diarmid. 
man, finding that this island was accessible by sea, thought it might be 
advisable to make it a fishing community, and so he added another twenty 
families upon the twenty who were there. When this second twenty was 
sent in, the original crofts were subdivided among the forty. Then they 
began to faU back when this second twenty were sent to the place. 
Then, when these forty were there, and commenced to prosecute the 
fishing, this man also thought proper that a curer should be sent there 
who would take all their fish from them, pretending that this would be a 
great advantage to the community. This arrangement only lasted for 
a year. By this time the families of the original settlers were growing 
up and having families of their own. Their families were sharing their 
own small portions of land with them. The practice grew apace, so that, 
to make a long story short, there are now, if not a full hundred, at least 
close upon a hundred families in the place, through its having increased 
as I have described. There seemed to be no way by which this popula­
tion could make a livelihood out of it at all, but there was a native of the 
place who was able, through Providence, to set up a curing establishment, 
and he provided for the people necessities, and took from them the fish 
that they caught, and it may be said of him that he has kept them 
agoing for the last twenty-eight years since I came to the island. He 
provided them with boats and nets with which they were able to fish the 
Minch—the early herring fishing between here and Skye—before they 
went to the east coast fishing. For the last two years this early fishing 
has failed completely, and both curer and men suffered in consequence. 
StLU, although these things were so, this man has provided for them so 
that although there was scarcely any expectation of any return, it could 
be said that none of them went to bed hungry. He acted so in the 
expectation that things might mend. The fishing is a complete failure 
this year again, and it is quite easy enough for you to understand that 
times must be hard in a smaU island with 500 souls upon the 
surface of it. 

17837. How long is it since Scalpa was first]settled with twenty settlers Ì 
—Nearly forty years. 

17838. When did Captain Sitwell put on the second twenty 1— 
About five years after the first twenty. 

17839. Where did you come from yourself?—I was born and spent 
the greater part of my lifetime at Strain, near Rodel, so that I can give a 
perfectly intelligible account of the circumstanecs that brought about the 
poor condition of this island. I know it on every side, for my memory 
extends back over seventy-six years. I can remember before a complaint 
was ever heard from the island, and I have seen the commencement of 
this work, and its progress on every side through the whole island. The 
previous delegates spoke truly of what they themselves have seen and 
heard, but it is little in comparison with what feU—under my observa­
tion. I have known it all,—what was the cause of this poverty, and 
how it operated to the impoverishment of Harris. 

17840. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—How many proprietors of Harris do 
you recollect Ì—The first was M'Leod of Bernera. The second was 
Hume, his son, who assumed the other name from his wife. The third 
was Alexander, who reassumed the name of Macleod. It was he who lost 
the property. It went to trustees, who sold it to the grandfather of the 
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present Lord Dunmore. I meant to give three instances of the causes of 
the poverty of this place, but to save time I shaU give you the third only. 
I will tell you how Rod el was cleared. There were 150 hearths in Rodel. 
Forty of these paid rent. "When young Macleod came home with his 
newly-married wife to Rodel he went away to show his wife the place, 
and twenty of the women of Rodel came and met them and danced a 
reel before them, so glad were they to see them. By the time the year 
was out,—twelve months from that day, these twenty women were 
weeping and wailing; their houses being unroofed and their fires 
quenched by the orders of the estate. I could not say who was to 
blame, but before the year was out 150 fires were quenched. Some of 
the more capable of these tenants were sent to Bernera, and others were 
crowded into the Bays on the east side of Harris—small places that kept 
three families in comfort where now there are eight. Some of the cottars 
that were among these 150 were for a whole twelve months in the 
shielings before they were able to provide themselves with permanent 
residences. Others of them got, through the favour of Mrs Campbell of 
Strond, the site of a house upon the sea-shore upon places reclaimed by 
themselves. 

MURDO MORRISON, Crofter, Caolas-Scalpa (50)—examined. 

17841. The Chairman.—How many families are there at Caolas-
Scalpa ?—Over fifty. 

17842. How many paying rent1?—About thirty, perhaps. 
17843. Are you sent here by the fifty families?—Yes. 
17844. What have they asked you to say on their behalf?—We do not 

complain of the factor or proprietor of the present day. The present 
proprietor has been of service to us ever since he got the estate, and I 
could tell some of his good deeds if you please. In the first place, with 
the assistance of the people of the place themselves, he made five miles of 
the road between here and Caolas-Scalpa, in order to enable the people 
conveniently to attend church. Then in hard years he gives abatement of 
rent, and he gives assistance in seed, as he has done this year. And, 
when the husband dies, he allows the widow to sit upon the place free 
until her family grow up and are able to pay it. But, with all the 
advantages which the like of Sir Edward Scott or Lord Dunmore or any 
other liberal Highland proprietor can give to the people, they will be hard 
off for it till they get more land. Perhaps it may be unpleasant to some 
present to hear of how South Harris was ruled in the past, but it was the 
oppression that prevailed there that has brought our place of North 
Harris into the impoverished condition in which it is now. Fabbay was 
cleared and put under sheep. The half of Bernera was cleared and put 
under sheep. The people that were there were sent along with u3 to 
North Harris and to Scalpa. Then the sea-ware rights which the people 
of North Harris had at that time were taken from them and given to the 
Scalpa people when it was crofted out. The patches of land we have in 
North Harris are only peat, and will not yield any crop, unless they are 
manured with sea-ware year by year, so that we are obliged to go for the 
sea-ware to the Isle of Skye and to the Lewis. I go in the spring tides 
to the Isle of Skye for sea-ware in a small boat of twenty feet keel. 
When we load that boat with sea-ware in Skye I am filled with fear and 
hope—the hope of reaching the shore if the weather holds, the fear of 
being drowned if it breaks. Whenever I can land safely with cargo I 
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feel as pleased as other people would who might come laden with a cargo HARRIS. 
of gold—not because of the cargo and sea-ware, but because I have saved -, 
my life. When I arrive home by dusk, probably I may commence — 

unloading the boat and putting the sea-ware up upon the land without Hondo 
waiting for shifting my clothes or even taking a particle of food. The Morrison, 
next day is only a repetition of the previous day. There is no other way 
for it, and live. I am that way during the week of the spring tide. 
During the week of the neap tide I carry up on my back from the sea­
shore, where I laid it, the sea-ware, that I brought home during the 
previous week, up the hill to the land. Our practice is to cultivate the 
ground every second week. The other week we gather sea-ware. This 
keeps us very much behind with our tillage. Some of my neighbours are 
tilling the ground to-day. It is impossible for us to have crops with such 
tillage as that, I have one of twenty-three lots in Caolas-Scalpa. My 
father had the eighth share of it, and the rent in my father's time was 
£16,—£2 each. The rent is between £60 and £ 8 0 to-day, and 
probably close upon £100 if you include taxes. There are seven cottars 
getting a share out of the small lot that I possess. Neither proprietor 
nor factor compels me to give him a bit of land, but the fear of a black 
eye perhaps before this time next year compels me to do so. A cottar 
here and a cottar there comes to ask me for a bit of land, and I must do 
it, otherwise how could they live ? It is the kindness of those who have 
bits of land that keeps these people alive. So that any amount of 
injustice can be done in these remote places without people in high estate 
or the Government of the country being much the wiser for it. 1 
remember, in the time of the wars of Boney, hearing from my father and 
grandfather how soldiers were drafted out from Harris. No doubt the 
same occurred in other places. There might not be murders, and thert-
might not be thefts, but people might get ill-usage all the while 
I remember their telling me of four so drafted from the macher down 
which they commenced to clear to make room for sheep,—four who 
fought at the battle of Waterloo. Three fell on the field, and one of 
them died in hospital afterwards. Instead of the widows of these men 
being looked after, they were driven to the wild wood3 of Canada, and 
the lands they possessed were placed under sheep. That was the justice 
meted out to them. 

17845. Have you any later instances of injustice to mention to us?—I 
know that what has brought the country to its impoverished condition is 
what happened in my own time,—the clearing away of the whole 
country and placitig it under sheep. That was the great cause of it all, and 
everybody knows it. Our taxes are high, but of all the taxes the one we 
complain most of is the road assessment. My father paid road money, 
and I paid it after him, but until Sir Edward Scott made this bit of high 
road perhaps I might not step upon a bit of made road once in every ten 
years. The population of this estate is upon the east shore, and when 
one of us has to transact business it is where the people congregate. H I 
go the Rodel direction there is not a mile of road in the quarter. There 
are nine or ten dangerous rivers to cross without a bridge upon oue of 
them, and children have to go to school and people have to go to church, 
and that not without danger from the want of bridges upon these rivers. 
People were drowned in these rivers of old times, and a companion of my 
own \va3 swept away by the stream when he was going to school, and never 
a bridge was placed upon the river till Sir Edward Scott made the road 
recently. 

17846. Have these fifty families in Caolas-Scalpa all grown up on the 
laud there?—No, they do not belong to the place. The original 
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HARRIS, inhabitants of the place were sent to America, and when Pabbay, Bernera, 
and these places were cleared, the people were sent out upon us. 

TARBERT. 17847. How long is that ago 1—About forty years ago. 
Murdo 17848. Was it at the time the twenty-three lots were made7—Before 

Morrison, the time the twenty-three lots were made, but it was at that time that two 
or three squatted upon the same place. 

17849. Is there any sea-ware on the shores of Caolas-Scalpa ?—The 
sea-ware privilege we had was taken from us. When Scalpa was under 
a grazier we had the privilege of cutting sea-ware on the shore of the 
island. 

17850. Have you no sea-ware upon your own shore?—Not the 
100th part of what is required. 

17851. Is there no sea-ware round the island of Harris sufficient 
without going to Skye for sea-ware ?—No. There is plenty in the Sound 
of Harris, but it is quite as easy for us to go to Skye as to go to that shore 
and to the islands in the Sound. 

17852. And if you had more land, you would require to go still oftener 
to Skye for sea-weed ?—No, we could not get more land without clearing 
away some of the people, and that would give more sea-ware room for us 
as well as more land room for us. 

17853. Would there be less land under crop if these people were 
cleared away ?—No, there would be quite as much land under crop, but 
there would be more sea-ware all the same. The cottars just now who 
get smaU patches of land are a burden upon the sea-ware. They will 
just before my eyes go and cut that sea-ware without leave asked. 

17854. If the cottars were away, you would want sea-ware to manure 
the land that the cottars now manure, would you not ?—No. 

17855. If some of these people were to be sent away, where should 
they be sent to ?—To the places that are now under sheep throughout the 
estate. 

17856. Is there sea-ware on these places?—There are lands laid waste 
there that could yield crop three successive years without manure. My 
land requires manure every year. 

17857. But at the end of the three years, would they not then require 
to begin manuring ?—There is plenty of drift ware coming ashore upon 
the beaches, and they would cart it up with their own horse and cart. 

17858. Why don't you do that just now instead of going to Skye?—It 
does not come ashore where we are. I t is upon the west side of the 
island that the drift weed comes ashore. With us we have an exposed 
shore, and unless we put our cut ware on shore above high water mark it 
is washed away. 

17859. Do you pay road assessment for repairs or only for new roads? 
—For the repair of roads. We do not see new roads being gone on with 
except the smaU bit that Sir Edward Scott made. 

17860. The mails come over the main road; and are not you getting 
some advantage from that?—Yes; that indeed is the only advantage poor 
people here get from the main road. 

17861. Would you be willing to pay a higher rate of assessment in 
order to construct new roads ?—No, I think I pay quite enough already 
to make new roads and to keep up the old ones. Poor people cannot pay 
for everything. 

17862. But you do not intend to say that the road assessment is 
mismanaged, do you ?—No. What I mean is that there are plenty of 
places throughout the country where roads ought to be, and no roads are 
there, and there are rivers which ought to be spanned by bridges where 
there are no bridges. 
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17863. But how could you make these roads and bridges if people 
refuse to be taxed for them ?—Well, it is a matter of surprise that road 
assessments are levied, and the roads are made not in the most convenient 
places for the people. In this country roads are made in the most con­
venient places for the tacksmen, but not for the comfort of the people. 
'Where you find the poor people in this country, nobody thinks of putting 
a high road there. 

17864. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—If the surplus people were removed 
from Caolas-Scalpa, would the mode of cultivation not be improved ?— 
The tillage could not be improved, but the people who would remain would 
be better off. It is not what is properly called arable land. 

17865. Are they not obliged to crop the same land over and over again 
every year?—That is the case. Our land is cropped continuaUy every 
year. 

17866. So they cannot at present leave out any of it under grass?— 
Not the breadth of the sail of a boat that could be cultivated. 

17867. Suppose the land was relieved of a proportion of its population, 
and part of the land laid out in grass, would they use as much sea-ware as 
they do now ?—No. . 

17868. They do not require to put manure upon the grass %—No. 
17869. You have mentioned the cases of four widows that your father 

spoke about. Can you give us the names of the four widows whose 
husbands were killed at Waterloo or died of their wounds ?—Three of the 
men were James M'Leod, Malcolm Morrison, and Angus M'Gillespie. 

17870. Do you know from what place the widows were removed ?— 
Borv. 

Rev. RODERICK MACKENZIE, Free Church Minister, Tarbert (45)— 
examined. 

17871. The Chairman.—You are entered as one of the delegates for the Rev. Roderick 
village of Tarbert, and you also no doubt, represent the parish. Can you Mackenzie, 
tell us anything about the destitution in the parish—particularly this 
year ?—Well, I had no experience of destitution on the west coast till now, 
and so I cannot speak of it comparatively, and all I can say is that it was 
very harassing indeed. 

17872. It was due this year to the failure of the crops particularly %— 
Yes, and to the failure of the early fishing last year. 

17873. When you speak of the early fishing, do you mean the herring 
fishing?—The herring fishing. 

17874. The fishing has been a failure for several successive years?—It 
has, in Harris. 

17875. Has the consequence been that the people have been getting 
deeper into debt ?—Very much so. 

17876. And you think for more than one year the distress has been 
growing worse ¥—- Yes, in consequence of the inability of the dealers to 
meet their own payments, and their inability to relieve the people as they 
were in the habit of doing. 

17877. Have you received money from the south for the relief of the 
destitution here ?—A great deal. First of all, Sir Edward Scott's good 
deeds this year can hardly be set forth. He spent, I may safely say, over 
£900 in relieving the distress this year, and that for about one-third of 
the population of Harris. From Edinburgh, Glasgow, and London we 
have had a great deal of money. From Glasgow Relief Committee we had 

HARRIS. 

TARBERT. 

Murdo 
Morrison. 
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£300 , and from the Lord Mayor's fund £1104. In all, the money for 
relief this year to Harris has been considerably over £2000—about 
£2400. 

17878. Has it all been spent already?—Not all quite spent We are 
keeping a little in hand—knowing that our distress is not by any means 
at an end, and fearing that until the 12th of August, when we expect 
some new potatoes, there may not be an end of it. At present we have 
good reason to fear that the worst Is before us. 

17879. Has there been any difficulty in distributing this relief!—Well, 
the usual difficulties,—a good deal of complaint on the part of those who 
did not get as much as they thought they should have. We cannot avoid 
those difficulties. 

17880. Notwithstanding the sum was large, you have been obliged to 
be very discriminating in giving relief?—We have had to be. With 
regard to seed, there was scarcely any discrimination required, for the 
simple reason that they all needed it, and if the money spent iu providing 
seed were taken from their stock it would leave very little for paying tho 
proprietor or the merchants' or dealers' accounts. 

17881. Have you thought of any means by which in the future, such 
destitution might be provided against ?—Well, the almost universal cry is 
for more land—that if the people had more land they would not be subject 
to such destitution it future; and I believe that cry is well founded 
Overcrowding is the chief, indeed the only, cause of complaint. In 
Harris we have no quarrel whatever, no grievance whatever to be traced to 
the conduct of the present proprietors or their agents; with one exception, 
however, and as I am here to represent Tarbert, perhaps you will let me 
read a paper which one of them prepared setting forth the grievances of 
the people of the village. With that single exception, we have no 
grievance whatever to be traced to the conduct of proprietor or agent 
That grievance refers to the question of feu-charters or feu-duty. People 
have built, and after building they regret having done so. They have 
built on what they see to be foolishly short leases for thirty-eight years, 
and after thirty-eight years the building Ls to revert to the proprietor 
without any compensation. 

17882. I3 this a question which affects the trade of Tarbert—and 
consequently the condition of the population to some extent?—It must 
affect the trade, for it discourages all building of houses and affects the 
ouifort of the people, for there is many a one who would build a nice little 
house for himself if he were not so heavily taxed for it. The price paid 
for the site is higher than anything I ever heard of in Scotland. 

17883. Do you think it is a matter which affects the crofter population ? 
—Indirectly it_ does. As to the paper, I Dever read it, and as little had I 
to do with the getting of it up. —' Our grievances are—(1) short period of 
' lease ; (2) No compensation on expiry of lease : (3) The high rate of feu-
1 duty. In 1840 the rate of feu-duty was 10s. and fifty-seven years lease, 
* now we are charged £2 feu-duty and only thirty-eight years lease. 
* Now we consider that £ 2 is full value for the site of our houses, which 
* only measures 45 by 27 feet Should we get compensation for 
* our labour and expense on expiry of our leases, we are quite willing to 
' pay £2 feu-duty, provided we bs allowed compensation for our labour 
1 and expense when our leases expire, or get perpetual leases and respectable 
' gardens attached to our houses. The land on which our houses are built 
* was only £5 rent in 1840 and on that land we are now paying £14,15s. 
1 feu-duty, and we think it would only be justice that as long as we paid 
' £ 5 for it we should have it, seeing that our houses are built thereon. 
- We have not so much land with our houses on which to place poles for 
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' drying our clothes, unless we go to the shore with them, and we are HARRIS. 
1 indeed very sorry if the law of Scotland has deteriorated to such an extent T 

' as to compel us to pay the enormous rate of feu-duty complained of. The RBERT' 
1 chief cause of the houses of this country being such miserable huts is, Rev. Roderick 
1 that should the people make better ones they will be so much burdened Mackenzie. 
' with taxes that they prefer not making any improvements at all. Those 
' who have no land and consequently no straw, if they happen to put wooden 
' roofs on their houses they are immediately heavily taxed on that account. 
' I would consider it very fair profit for a merchant in the course of thirty-
' eight years, besides supporting himself and family, to save £600 or £700 . 
' This our proprietor saves without any trouble whatever to himself. 
' Owing to the poverty of the country, we are almost ruined with school 
1 and poor rates. In 1882 we paid l a 6d. per pound for poor rates, and 
' 3s. per pound for school rates. This year we pay 2s. l i d . per pound for 
' poor rates and 4s. 8d. per pound for school rates. The chief cause of these 
1 taxes being so heavy is the poverty of the country. The people are so 
' crammed together on the top of rocks and bogs, and consequently so 
1 extremely poor that they are not able to provide clothing for their 
1 children to send them to school, and when the School Board compels the 
' parents to send their children to school they can do nothing else in the 
' circumstances they are placed in than apply to the Parochial Board to pro-
' vide their children with what they are quite unable themselves to supply. 
1 If the people get no land we shall be getting worse from year to year ' 
' because the people are getting so well versed in law that they bein» 
' poor, know right well, if we want to send their children to school wg 
' must see them clothed in the event of them not being able to do it theme 
' selves. If school and poor rates continue to increase in this way both 
' tacksmen and crofters will be forced to throw up their lands. The-
' herring fishing, which proved very remunerative here in former years, has 
1 been a complete failure for the past three years, and if fish is to be got it 
1 is not on the side of the island the people inhabit. If the people, 
' however, got a sufficient portion of their native land to work they would 
• not need to apply to any Parochial Board for getting their children 
' clothed, because they could do it themselves and others besides. Let the 
' people possess the land their ancestors possessed, and that at reasonable 
1 rents, compensation for improvements, and twenty or thirty years' lease, 
' and I am sure there will be very little heard about destitution. The 
' two meal "mills," in the island are sunk in debt to the amount of 
1 £200, notwithstanding the fact that they were getting one-sixteenth part of 
' the grain of Harris. Six years ago the mills required some repairs in 
' slating, but the proprietor refused to expend any money on them as the 
' one-sixteenth part of the grain of Harris would not evidently pay the 
' aforesaid repairs. In my opinion, land is the only remedy for the 
1 poverty of the people. Government may exhaust all their resources in 
' relieving the poverty of the Highlands, but their efforts will be all in 
1 vain until they give the land of the people to the people, and not to sheep 
1 and deer as is now the case. 

17884. Do you agree in the main with what is stated here Ì—I do. 
17885. Do you think there is any reason to suppose that the trade of 

Tarbert would increase if there were facilities given for building houses 
here 1—I do not know if that would of course increase it, but it might be 
the means of encouraging some who may be disposed to come and build 
here. 

17886. It mentions here that if the crofters erect better houses they 
are burdened with taxes 1—I do not think that is the case. The writer of 
the paper seems to me to mean that if the cottars about here who now 
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HARRIS, live in huts should think of improving their houses or building them in 
better style, they are at once taxed. 

TARBERT. 17887. That is if they have long leases Ì—Even without leases I think 
Rev. Roderick they have been taxed, though they merely built them, and are tenants at 
Mackenzie, will. 

17888. Do these cottars pay rent at all Ì—They do not in the village. 
They have free houses. The proprietor allows them to build, and does not 
charge them feu-duty. They have no lease whatever, and they are taxed 
meanwhile. 

17889. ' The universal demand is for more land.' In what way would 
you propose by force of law to bring that about ?—That is the problem 
the Commissioners or the Government have to solve. I suspect I can 
give them very little light upon it, only there are some corners here and 
there. The other day I was in the island of Taransay—a pretty large 
island—and the rental I take to be about £190 . Now, I saw the arable 
land there in the island, and I should say it could easily accommodate 
forty comfortable teuants at the very reasonable rent of £5 , which would 
make £200 . The present tacksmen does not pay £200 . Now, it may be 
said—-' Why, these crofters would not pay—they get into arrears.' I 
believe the Harris arrears are very high indeed, but I suppose that would 
hardly be called a grievance anywhere. I am disposed to lay it down as one 
of the grievances the people are subjected to—want of punctuality, even 
strictness in collecting rents. I t may look very like the opposite of a 
grievance, but to me it seems a grievance. When people are not kept up 
to the mark in this respect they are apt to fall into indolence and indiffer­
ence with respect to the paying of their rents. I know a proprietor in 
Skye who has been very much spoken of for raising his rents. I believe 
he has raised them ; but usually as he has raised them he has brought 
his people up to the mark in punctuality. He compels payment of rent, 
and does not allow arrears, and he has succeeded. I think there is a great 
deal in the power of the local gentleman or representative of the landlord 
in securing the regular payment of rents, and that we are backward in that 
respect in Harris. That is my own idea of the state of matters in Harris. 
I would not lay much stress on the non-payment of rent by the crofters if 
the people had land given to them. In too many instances I know the 
cause of the clearances has been to save the factor trouble. In Sutherland-
shire they had a great deal of trouble in the collection of arrears, when 
there were large straths to be visited at collection time. Well, we know 
it is much easier to get rent from one tacksman, here and there, than 
have the bother of collecting it among so many. Now, I believe, that in 
many cases was the cause of the clearances in the Highlands. If local 
agents took greater pains their rent arrears would not be so much heard of. 

17890. Do you think, generally speaking, the crofters could afford to 
pay as much rent for the land nominally as the tacksman does ?—I have 
not sufficient experience to answer that, but I know some cases where it 
would be no loss to the proprietor, and I mention this case of Taransay. 
From my own knowledge of the ground, I venture to say the proprietor 
would be no loser, and there are other farms in Lewis where the same 
could be said. 

17891. Have there been any instances of emigration in your time from 
your parish ?—Not in my time. There were one or two individual cases, 
and they have done very well indeed. 

17892. So far as you know, have these all done well?—They have. 
They had hardships at first, but as soon as they got over these they got 
on. I believe a liberally devised scheme of emigration would be a good 
idea in connection with a land bill. I would agitate for emigration if I 
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•were pretty dure of those who wore left being better in their circum- HARRIS, 
stances. I am quite prepared to say I think they would succeed in 
getting on ou ld money be given on those terms. I do not'mean merely A BERT-
that they should be assisted to go, but that they should be looked after ReV- Roderick-
after going there,—that they should have something like a home pro- Mackenzie, 
vided for them, and secured from the risk of either starvation or too much 
hardship, before they got under weigh in their new place. 

17893. You refer to a scheme of family emigration, I presume?—Yes, 
a scheme of family emigration. 

17894. Do you think in connection with some scheme of land reform 
that would be taken advantage of?—I think so. But without the prospect 
of getting more land I think it would be a very unlikely thing to get them 
to emigrate of their own accord. Why, there are 280 crofts, I think, in 
the civil parish of Harris exclusive of Bernera, and in the same parish we 
have over 900 families living. That means 620 having no land living 
upon those 280 who have, and while that continues we can have nothing 
else but poverty. But I scarcely think it would be possible to give land 
to all these. However much the Government could do, however ready they 
might be to lay their hands on the property of those who have purchased 
those lands—which I do not think any Government could think of doing,— 
should they give us all the land in Harris we would need an emigration 
scheme. I do not think there is land in Harris for 620 families, and on 
that account, I would say, we would need a well-devised scheme of 
emigration in conjunction with a land bill—a land bill making it 
positively illegal to subdivide or sublet. Subdivision and subletting are 
the main causes of the poverty. Subdivision is forbidden on Sir Edward 
Scott's estate, but it is carried out in spite of the factor and laird. 

17895. I suppose it is very difficult to carry out any restriction of that 
sort ?—Very difficult. 

17896. Have you any thing to mention on behalf of the people of 
Scalpa. We understand their grievances were not fully represented to­
day ?—There is very little difference from the rest of the people we have. 
I t is the most crowded land we have. There are 40 lots and 100 
families, and 60 of those families having no lots are a burden on those 
who have. The difficulties in Scalpa are just the same, with this 
exception, that if the fishing is prosperous the people of Scalpa do not 
depend so much on the land. I would be disposed to think, if some of 
them were exclusively fishermen in Scalpa, they would get on better. 

17897. But their present rents are not so high as to be a burden upon 
them if they really devoted themselves to fishing ?—I do not think any 
tenant in Harris has reason to complain of rent, but should they have the 
land for nothing they would still be poor. I intended to mention that, but 
for a branch of industry begun and carried on by Mrs Captain Thomas— 
I cannot say whether Mrs Captain Thomas or the Dowager Countess of 
Dunmore was first in the field,—but for her efforts in connection with 
Harris, destitution would be of more frequent occurrence than it is. That 
industry is web making and stocking making. From Mrs Thomas's web 
making, I believe the greater part of their living is derived. I t has been 
far more remunerative than both land and fishing for the last three years. 
It would be unjust to Mrs Thomas not to mention her efforts, for she is 
prepared to live and die for the islands. On Monday last she very nearly 
risked her life going to Taransay in a small boat, and all from love to the 
people. 

17898. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—Who is this lady?—The wife of 
Commander Thomas of the Royal Navy—an English lady. To her we owe 
this "Prpe Church Manse—to her wp owe this Free Church, I may say,— 
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and a great deal more" than I can mention before the Commission. 
Harris, perhaps owes more to her than to anybody else. 

17899. I presume you mean North and South Harris in the statement 
you have made Ì—Yes, my congregation extends to both. 

17900. With regard to the question about the leases and the feu-duty, 
when was the period of thirty-eight years first introduced Ì-—-Just after 
Sir Edward came into possession. 

17901. Did any Scotsman ever hear of such a building lease 1—I believe 
it is an English custom. I do not believe Sir Edward was remonstrated 
with, and I thought he should have been spoken to of it before bringing 
it here. He is one of the best proprietors in the Highlands, and it is a 
great pity a syllable should be said here in any way to annoy him, for he 
is a generous English man of the highest type, and we should take care 
not to do anything to annoy him. I should bo very sorry if this subject 
of leases, accepted by the parties who now complain of them, should be 
the means of giving him annoyance. However, he is too sensible a 
gentleman to be angry with people for making known their grievances. 

17902. Will you explain this a little more fully ? - The chief cause of 
' the houses of this country being so miserable is, that should the people, 
' make better ones they will be so much burdened in taxes that they 
' prefer not making any improvements at all.' Is the meaning of it this, 
that if the assessor see3 a better house built he values it accordingly, and 
the taxes follow 1—That is the case with cottars, but not with crofters. 
A crofter may build as respectable a house as he chooses, and not be taxed 
on any more than his rent 

17903. Have you ever seen the Valuation Roll of the county of 
Inverness ì—I have seen it pretty often. I have not seen this year's roll. 

17901. Do you observe that the proprietor is always put in for 
tenants under £4 1—I see that. 

17905. And I presume the proprietor exacts the proper proportion 
from the small tenant for taxes, though he is under £ 4 1—Yes. 

17906. Do you agree, in the main, with the statements that have been 
made here and elsewhere, as to the desirability of the holdings of the 
crofter3 being enlarged 1—Certainly, but as to the possibility and 
practicability there is the difficulty. There is one thing I noted down, viz., 
the want of regular daily communication with a railway terminus to 
encourage the regular prosecution of the fishing. The post office 
department is to be blamed. 

17907. What blame have you to find with the post office 1—Instead of 
giving us the mails, sending them direct from Strome to Stornoway, they 
are sent to a very out-of-the-way corner where there is no trade,—to 
Ullapool. Now, for an expense of £3000 or £4000 a year, we could 
have a daily mail or a daily boat to all the fishing stations, and in that 
way the people would be encouraged to go to sea regularly. They would 
get their fish carried away as soon as they were caught. It is scarcely 
worth a poor man's while to go to sea to get only eight or nine cod and ling. 
They get 6d. or Is. for them. If they could seud away the fish fresh 
they would be worth double the money. The result is that men here do 
not think much of going to fish unless they get a large haul. Tho 
regular prosecution of the trade is what we want to be encouraged, and 
this I take to be one of the most likely means ; and another good effect 
likely to arise from that regular communication would be this—the doing 
away with the ruinous credit system—ruinous especially when it descends 
to the truck system, which it almost invariably does. 

17908. Have you anything of the kind in Tarbert?—Not directly, but 
there is a good deal of the nature of it. 
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17909. Then what you want is the mails brought by steamer daily I— HARRIS. 
All round those islands. There was a letter by Lord Colin Campbell to _ 
the Times expressive of what we require, and what the Government may 
well do in connection with the grievances in the Highlands. It is one of Rev. Roderick 
the most likely steps to improve our circumstances. Mackenzie. 

17910." You have a harbour here 1—Yes, and there should be a good 
harbour on the west coast. The island of Taransay could be made a 
good harbour. There are only ten crofters there,—no cottars. 

17911. Who is the tacksman of the island !— Mr Donald Macdonald, 
who is a farmer on the mainland as well. 

17912. Mr Cameron.—It has been stated by one of the witnesses that 
there are twice as many people in North Harris without land as with it, 
and from your remarks I understand you coincide with that view ?—It is 
not above the mark. I believe it holds true of North Harris as well as 
Harris generally. 

17913. That cottar question is one of considerable difficulty in matters 
relating to land in the Highlands ?—It is. 

1791L What is your idea of the solution of the question Ì—I think I 
spoke of it already,—both emigration, and giving them more land,— 
cutting up some of the large farms where such can be done without very 
great injury to the proprietor, and my idea is that the proprietor would 
not suffer very severely. 

17915. Supposing there were not many Taransays in the neighbour­
hood,—that is to say not much land which could be distributed among 
the crofters and cottars—not sufficient to enable all to have a portion,— 
with which would you commence,—with the crofters who have land, 
or cottars who have none 1—I would give it, in the first instance, to those 
whe were able to take it up—who had means of stocking it, and who had 
energy and perseverance to carry it on ; and as to cottars who had no land, 
and could not get any, I would do all in my power to persuade them 
to go. 

17916. Then, in all probability, you would have to dispose of the 
crofters first before the cottars were touched, because, I suppose, among 
the crofters would be found those who have means to enable them to take 
such land as may be available 1—No, I think we could find among the 
cottars too a good many comfortable ones—pushing men with families, 
who are able to work well when they get it to do, who would be quite 
able with a little encouragement, and some who by their labour might 
already have made a little means to stock a small farm. 

17917. Have you ever considered or obtained information from others 
with regard to places besidc3 Taransay in this neighbourhood, which 
might be held by crofters or cottars 1—I hear the people speak of all the 
west side and the north-west. There is a good deal of Sir Edward's 
estate on the coast, but it is not at all so probable or likely. I think 
nature seems to have intended Harris for a deer forest, except the patches 
along the sea. In South Harris, however, yon have a great deal of good 
land capable of cultivation. 

17918. The difficulty we have always met with has not been as to the 
patches of land on the mainland which may be cultivated, and of which 
there is a limited quantity, but what to do with the remaining hill land 
or hill pasture which is occupied by sheep and deer, and which it would 
be difficult to stock without available capital ?—Yes. 

17919. How would you meet that difficulty?—I can scarcely say very 
much as to that, further than the laying it out in connection with the 
shore ground,—giving them some of the hill pasture. I believe but that 
for our deer forests the rental could not be what it is now. 

4 P 
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HARRIS. 17920. That would be a very obvious and pleasant solution of the 
_, " difficulty ; but what I want to know is how these high lands are to be 

'' ' stocked by any animals—cattle or sheep—without a certain amount of 
Rev. Roderick capital, which I am afraid the crofters do not possess Ì—I do not know 

Mackenzie, that they are so destitute of capital as to be unable to take small lots. Of 
course, the proposal is that they should liave Government advances. That 
might be desirable, but I do not think they could meet the interest. 
There are many who would make an effort to take and to stock them too. 

17921. It has been suggested that, in the case of improving land, 
Government might be induced to advance money in the same way as they 
did at a former period—between 1846 and 1850—and that they would 
have the land always as security for the repayment of the money so 
advanced. Would there not be a difficulty in regard to advancing money 
for the purpose of buying stock, which does not afford an available 
security Ì—There would be a difficulty, no doubt. 

17922. I do not quite understand what you mean by saying the daily 
steamers would do away with the credit system. Perhaps you would 
kindly follow it up aud explain 1—I mean there would be such a quick 
return for fish sent away that the dealers could afford to pay at once. 
As matters are now, the fish caught they have to cure, and it has to lie on 
their hands for months, aud in that way they must have credit, as well as 
give it to the people ; whereas if they got the money for lobsters and 
other fish sent away at once, they could pay the people with ready cash, 
and the people could buy where they liked. 

17923. Should not you suppose that any loss which the post office 
might incur by transmitting the mails daily in the way you suggest would 
be more than made up by the quantity of fish that would be carried to 
Strome Ferry every day of the year ?—Most certainly. I think it a 
financial mistake as well as an injustice to us. 

17924. Are you aware whether any negotiations or proceedings have 
taken place, or how far they have gone, in regard to this matter, between 
the people of Stornoway and the post office authorities Ì—I notice in the 
newspapers there was a public meeting in Stornoway for the purpose of 
getting the mails direct to Stornoway. I do not know their petition 
contemplated what I mean, viz., getting the daily steamer to go round 
all those fishing stations. What they want is to make sure of Stornoway ; 
but what we want is to get all the Outer Hebrides supplied, from Barra to 
the Butt of Lewis, including Loch Boisdale, Lochmaddy, and Tarbert. 

17925. Taking Strome as the starting point 1—They would need one 
steamer to go to Stornoway and another to come round the south end of 
Skye, and it might take the back of Skye, across to Loch Boisdale and go 
back, taking the islands. 

17926. Unless there were two steamers, the Barra people would 
have to wait for the Stornoway post 1—There must be two steamers afc 
least, but the increase of traffic would make the loss to the Government 
less. 

17927. But so far as you are concerned here, would you be satisfied 
with a steamer that left Strome daily, and called at Portree, Tarbert, and 
Stornoway 1—Quite. 

KENNETH MACDONALD, Scaristavore, Factor for North Harris (70) 
re-examined. 

17928. The Chairman. Have you any statement to make ?—Well, I have 
• been listening to some of the remarks made here to-day ; and particular 
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stress was laid upon the suitability of some of the west side for farms to be HARRIS. 
given out to small tenants. In the year 1847 Captain Sitwell thought it 
would be a grand idea to Cut up all the large farms and give portions of TAEBE--T-
them to small tenants. This was experimented on in the year 1847 or Kenneth 
1848, and three townships were taken from the farm of Luscantire, and the Macdonald. 
very best and most comfortable tenantry were selected from all parts of 
Harris to occupy those three townships. They did stock them fully. In 
the year 1847 one of those new townships—Borvore-—was ruined, and had 
to yield. Then Captain Sitwell, who had this idea in his head, said, ' We 
' will carry on the other two townships.' They were carried on, but in 
the year 1853 they had to succumb, and were left all poor men. They 
came there quite comfortable,—as some may be here to-day,—and left it 
poor. So that even if these parts of Harris were partitioned I should not 
be very sanguine of the consequences, seeing by experience what happened to 
those three townships that were selected. That was during Lord Dunmore's 
minority. Another remark I may make with regard to the evidence of 
John M'Leod. He said his brother was forced to leave Harris. Nothing 
of the kind. Allan M'Leod was one of the best tenants we had—never 
failing into arrears. He left of his own free will, and he went to Australia, 
and now goes to church in his carriage. He was a most industrious man, 
and a man who never was in arrears. I should say that, even supposing 
this idea were granted, and that the people got the laud they asked for, in 
twenty years hence these localities which might be set apart for them 
would be just as congested as the localities are now; and simply for this 
reason, because they never hive off They never leave, and as a natural 
consequence when they do not hive off they must become congested. On 
any other part of the evidence I do not think I have any further remarks 
to make. 

17929. This experiment of Captain Sitwell was an interesting one, 
and I should like to hear more about it. These township lands, to which 
the people were taken, had, I presume, no houses upon them, and the 
people had to build for themselves ?—They all built houses for themselves, 
and they were taken off the farm of Luscantire. 

17930. And the people were selected throughout the place?—Yes, the 
most comfortable of the lots were made from £ 8 to £13 each. 

17931. Was there any arable land in these lots ?—It was all arable 
land, .-uch as it is. 

17932. Was there no hill pasture ?—Yes, they had the whole hill 
pasture. 

17933. What stock had they ?—I cannot answer that question. I 
think the summing of the place was four cows with their followers, and 
twenty sheep, if I remember well. 

17934. And they paid £ 8 to £13 ?—They paid £ 8 to £13, but they 
had a large amount of arable land. They had the whole of these four 
townships—what is called the macher in Harris. 

17935. And how was it they came to poverty?—Because they could 
not make the lands to pay them. That was the simple reason. 

17936. You mean that they had not stock enough to pay a rent of 
£13 ?—They had stock enough. Times might not have been so good as 
they are now, but they put plenty stock on the lands every one of them. 

17937. And did they turn the land?—Yes, they did. 
17938. And crop it ?—Crop it. 
17939. Wrhat extent of crop had they been raising?—Well, I cannot 

telL We are talking about sea-ware sometimes. We have what we call 
drift sea-ware which comes ashore, but unfortunately it comes in the end 
of April and beginning of May, when it is of little or no use whatever. 
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HARRIS. If we could get it iu winter then it would be of use, but it comes so very 
late in the season that it is of no use. Just now, between the beginning 

TARBERT. 0£ j jk a n ( j t n e e n ( j 0£ j u i y it Comes largely to the shore. There is an 
Kenneth annual cast of sea-ware they call h'acir. 

Macdonald. 17940. And you think these new townships were not able to gather 
sufficient sea-ware to manure.their land properly?—Such is my idea. I 
can see no other reason why they came so very soon to grief. In 1851 one 
township was ruined, and in 1853 other two had to succumb. 

17941. What became of these townships?—Some of them went to 
Australia; others were planted through the whole estate. 

17942. Are any of them alive to this day?—Yes, there are. 
17943. Are any of them here to-day ?—I am not at all sure but there 

may be. 
17944. Do you think the same state of things would happen again if 

people were taken to the lands on the other side,—do you think they 
would succeed ?—I should be afraid, considering the former experience. 
I do not see why they should succeed now more than they did then. 

17945. Mr Cameron.—I suppose you will admit that this system of 
farming did succeed in former times ?—It did succeed. In former times 
we had very much greater returns from the land than we have now. The 
climate is so changed. 

17946. But that would be a reason for increasing the holdings and 
reducing the rent ?—Yes, and the land on the west side is not alluvial soil, 
—it is pure sand,—and we have such a continuation of rain in the winter 
that it drives the whole sap out of it. 

17947. Then you attribute the failure more to the peculiar character of 
the place than to the fact that the holdings were too small?—Yes, I 
should say so. It is from the nature of the locality and the nature of ths 
soil. If you increased their holdings three times, I do not think they 
would do. 

17948. But if the arable land wa3good, and if a man were able to graze 
in summer four cows and followers and twenty sheep, do you not think he 
might do very well on that quantity of land ?—Providing the land were 
good, he certainly ought to. 

17949. Where were the two townships that succumbed in 1853?— 
They were all close together, 

17950. How many families were on these crofts that were started as an 
experiment ?—I cannot tell. There would be, I think, close upon twenty 
families in the three townships. 

17951. What do you mean by their having succumbed ?—Because they 
got so poor that they had nothing. 

17952. What happened to them ?—Some emigrated, and some were 
placed in other localities throughout the country. 

17953. Were they very far back in arrears ?—-So far back that they had 
to sell everything they had. In fact, they became bankrupt. 

17954. You heard the evidence given by Mr Mackenzie about the 
island of Taransay, Do you consider the land there is of good quality,— 
I remember Taransay when it was under tenantry. 

17955. If it were put under tenantry again do you think they would be 
likely to succumb, or would they succeed ?—That would depend entirely 
upon what the rent was. 

17956. But at the rent which Mr Mackenzie stated he thought might 
be obtained, £200 a year ?—Well, if the proprietor chooses to lose a part 
of his rent; he gets more than that for Taransay now. 

17957. I understand for Taransay the present rent is £190?—The 
present rent is £210. 
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17958. Then, according to that, the proprietor can only lose £ 1 0 if Mr HARRIS. 
Mackenzie is right, and by putting two more crofters upon it he would 
not lose anything 1—I should not at all be sanguine as to whether the T ' 
tenantry of Taransay could pay even £200. Kenneth 

17959. I want you to compare for our information, with your Madconald. 
experience, the land of Taransay with the land of this other place where 
the experiment was a failure "J—It is very much the same. The middle of 
Taransay is the very same kind of ground sand. The extreme north end 
perhaps, is a little better, but it is all those little lazy beds,—bits here and 
there. 

17960. But are not very fine crops grown along the west coast of the 
Long Island 1—Sometimes they are, but that entirely depends on the 
weather. If we have a dry summer we have nothing because the crops are 
perfectly parched up, and if we have a wet summer then we have good 
here, but we can grow nothing else than poor small black oats. 

17961. Is sand not very suitable for the cultivation of the potato?— 
Well, sometimes we get very good potatoes, but that also depends on the 
year. If it is a dry year our potatoes will go the same as the crops, but 
if we have a wet summer we will raise good bere and good potatoes, but 
nothing but small black oats. 

17962. What is your opinion as to the financial condition of the 
crofters 1—Do you think many of them or any of them are in position to 
take larger holdings—supposing these could be provided for them 1— 
Well, on some parts of North Harris there are a good many who could, 
but in those congested localities I fear they are not in a position to take 
more land. For instance, at Scarp, I do not see how these people can by 
any possibility think of stocking, because there are some of them five 
years in arrears, and not only that, but the proprietor is obliged to give 
them seed, oats, potatoes, and barley, and sometimes a bull, but still they 
are sunk in arrears, and giving them charity notwithstanding. 

17963. Then do you think there would be as many people able to take 
land as there is land capable of being given to them in Harris ?—Well, I 
do not see where the lands are to be given them in North Harris. 

1796L Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—Did you know the whole particulars of 
Captain Sitwell's experiments?—Yes, for I was assistant factor at the 
time. 

17965. Don't you think the real reason of the thing failing was bad 
prices ?—Partly, unmistakably; but these bad prices may come always. 

17966. No doubt they may ?—If there was a guarantee for good 
prices, possibly enough we could get the people through; but who is to 
give this guarantee of good prices and good seasons 1 

17967. But according to your own statement, the first township that 
succumbed was only three years in possession of the place. Now, if they 
were in comfortable circumstances when they entered, three years was a 
very short time to give up a croft if there were no exceptional cause ?—I 
could see no exceptional cause,—simply that they could not get the rent 
paid, and were obliged to sell the stock. 

17968. Did the proprietor give them houses ?—No, not he. 
17969. Did he give them any help at all ?—Not that I am aware of. 
17970. Do you not think that was a very serious inroad upon the little 

capital they had—that they should have to go and build their houses ?— 
Well, it might be, but I do not think the inroad would be very great, 
because they all had houses, and building up the walls of a thatched 
house did not cost much, and they had the roofs of their former houses,— 
BO I do not see that could be a very serious part of the affair. 

17971. Did they pay their rents punctually1?—For the first year they 
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HARRIS, did, but not for the second or third. Some of them, I think, were £40 
if not more in arrears. 

RRERT. 17972. Wras it not pressure, so far as you are aware, for paying up 
Kenneth their arrears, that made them succumb 1—WeU, when the proprietor 

Macdonald, saw he was gaining nothing, he had to seU a part of the stock to enable 
him to get something in the shape of rent. 

17973. Then the proprietor only gave the poor people three year3 
chance after the first let 1—What could he do ? They had no stock. 

17974. You are now factor for North Harris?—Yes. 
17975. It is fair you should be aUowed to state what has been done on 

the estate. Does Sir Edward Scott derive anything from the estate since 
he got it ?—I am sorry to say he puts a great deal more out of his pocket 
The whole rental is £780 , and some years he spends £6000. 

17976. What is Sir Edward Scott entered in the valuation roll for the 
forest in his own occupation. —£1350 for the deer forest. 

17977. If you add the £780 of rental that is about £2000, and some 
years he spends £6000 ?—Yes. 

17978. Does that give a good deal of employment to the people ?—It 
must. 

17979. Are most of those employed inhabitants of North Harris'!— 
They are, and we make no distinction between crofters and cottars. The 
cottars get employment as well as the crofters. 

17980. What wages do you allow for an able-bodied man1?—2s. 6d. 
sometimes; and sometimes 3s. In my first recollection it was 9d. and 
Is. 

17981. Is there any employment given to females?—Yes, we employ 
women to work at peats and among the cattle, and at the castle and so on. 
Another remark I have to make is that Mr Mackenzie talked about the 
Countess Dowager of Dunmore, and Mrs Thomas encouraging web-
making. Now, the Countess Dowager was manufacturing webs before 
Mrs Captain Thomas was known in this part of the world. 

17982. You reside in South Harris?—Yes. 
17983. I t is a fact that there was once a very large population residing 

at Scarista-veg and all about the place now called Northtown ?—Not in 
Northtown in my day; but in Scarista-veg, and Mid Borv, and Little 
Borv, and SheUabost, and Craigo, there were tenants in my day. 

17984. Were they not so industrious as to cultivate the land almost up 
t» the mountain top ?—Yes, and they were very comfortable tenants. 

17985. Was it usual, in old times, to have the church in the midst or 
very near where the people were ?—Yes. 

17986. How many families are within six or seven miles of the parish 
church of Harris?—Not very many. 

17987. Are there ten families?—Oh yes, ten and more. All the old 
people are within seven miles, and we have a great many more than ten 
even on our west side. I think I have nine cottars upon my own farm. 

17988. And how many are upon Scarista-veg?—I am not sure, but 
there is one. 

17989. And on the glebe?—I believe there are two"on the glebe. 
17990. Where are the others you refer to?—On Mid and Little Borv. 
17991. How many miles will you go now, coming from Obbe in Harris, 

before you meet a house after passing a place where there is a little shop 
at a bridge ?—Two miles, and then not a quarter-mile before I meet the 
Scarista people. 

17992. How many houses will you see from the public road, from the 
time you pass this bridge until you come to Scarista-veg?—There are 
three at Nishishee, which is within two miles; there is one at Scarista-
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veg—that is the grieve; two on the Glebe; and five at Scarista-vore, at 
the march, aud then there is one between that and my house—that is 
twelve. 

17993. How many miles are there from the bridge to your house?— 
Less than seven miles. 

17994. In coming from Scarista-vore to Tarbert here, you see a great 
number of funeral cairns ?—Yes. 

17995. I believe they may be counted by hundreds?—Yes. 
17996. Who erected those cairns?—It is supposed to be people going 

to funerals. It is an old superstition. They built the cairns in memory 
of the parties whom they were going to bury, and a party was left there to 
make up a cairn for this man and a cairn for the other. 

17997. Do those cairns not show there was a very large population 
about there once?—I do not see how they can, because in my early recol­
lection there were none of them. 

17998. But must they not have been of old?—No, they are aU of very 
recent origin,—perhaps one of them has been made up to-day. 

17999. These are not old cairns?—No. 
18000. After you leave Luscantire to come into Tarbert how many 

miles is it ?—Six miles. 
18001. How many houses are there on that road?—No house at all. It 

is not a place for a Christian to build in between the head of the sand of 
Luscantire and Tarbert. 

18UO2. When you are coming from Luscantire, are there not a great 
many remains of old houses ?—Yes, on the opposite side at Shellabost and 
Craigo. 

18003. Are you a native of this part of Harris?—No, I am from the 
mainland. 

18004. How long have you been here?—I have been fifty-one years. 
18005. Speaking from your earliest recollection, will you give your 

opinion as to the general condition of the people ?—I cannot see how 
they could be worse off than they were. Of course in those congested 
localities we must always have distress, but otherwise, I see a material 
difference in the clothing of the people and their general appearance. 
There is a greit difference between what they were in my first recollection 
and to-day. Better—I should say very much. 

18OOG. Do you consider it better, when you yourself make all your own 
cloth?—Why not? 

18007. Why do you stick to your own cloth when you find aU the 
other people do not make their own clothing ?—Because if they do not 
choose to stick to their own cloth, it is because they want something finer 
and more expensive. They could make cloth as well, if not better, than 
any other people in Scotland, and they make a vast deal of money 
by that cloth; but sometimes they consider it not fine enough for them­
selves, and aU the other grand things they get cannot be got without 
money. 

18008. Many of them have told us that if they had sheep, and could 
afford to shear them regularly, they would prefer their own home made 
clothing. Is this consistent with your observation ?—That certainly is not, 
because there is not a township in North Harris but that has sheep 
enough to make clothes for themselves. I could tell you the enormous 
stock of sheep they have. They could manufacture their own clothes, and 
have plenty wool to do it. In the island of Scarp there are 507 sheep, 
and how is it possible for people to say they could not get wool enough 
to manufacture their own clothing, when there are 500 head of sheep on 
the island among sixteen crofters. 

HAi.RId. 

TARBERT. 

Kenneth' 
Macdonald. 
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HARRIS. 

TARBERT. 

Kenneth 
Macdonald. 

18OO9. Where did you get these numbers?—I took them the other day. 
1SO1O. Did you count them yourself?—No, but the ground officer 

counted them. 
18011. It has been given in evidence to-day by Norman Macdonald, 

of Scarp, that the summing is 400, but that he never saw that number on 
the island ?—There are these on the island this very day. 

18012. Are you counting hoggs?—Yes. The summing for the island 
is 320, and there is more than the summing to-day. They are actuaUy on 
it. 

18013. Give us the figures for the island of Scarp altogether ?—Seventy-
three cattle. 

18014. What is the summing?—We do not go very minutely into the 
summing of the cattle. 

18015. You will admit, no doubt, the very serious state of Scarp as 
shown by its state of congestion. Are you prepared to submit now what 
is, in your opinion, the best remedy for it?—The only remedy I can 
possibly see is emigration. Suppose, now, more lands were given ; in ten 
or fifteen years those places would be as congested as the other localities 
are now, because they never hive off, and the only remedy I see is emigra­
tion. 

18016. But if they are left as they are, and supposing you do emigrate 
them, the same thing will occur in fifteen years ?—That is possible, but I 
verily believe that now, as education is advancing, that will be the first 
means of causing the young people to leave and go where they can better 
themselves. I think that will be the first move in the right direction. 

18017. Some delegates have told us that if they got larger crofts they 
would be prepared to make it illegal to subdivide. Do you think it could 
be done ?—Well, we have been trying that, but with no effect. There are 
sixteen tenants in Scarp on the rent roll, but without leave asked or ob-
taiued, the father gives his son a bit of the croft, and the brother gives his 
brother a bit of the croft, entirely against the rules of the estate. The 
same thing will occur again—not the least doubt of it. 

18018. And you are not able to suggest anything but emigration?—I 
certainly am not. That is what I consider the only remedy to drive away 
from Harris the chronic distress that every year occurs in our congested 
country. 

18019. Is the best part of Harris in the hands of crofters?—Certainly 
not; I will not say that. 

18020. And it is in the hands of a very few people ?—Very few people. 
18021. The Chairman.—What are the names of the three townships 

that were established as an experiment ?—Big Borv, Middle Borv, and 
Little Borv. 

18022. Are they now in Luscantire ?—No, I have a part, and another 
tacksman has Little Borv. 

18023. Sheriff Nicolson—Are there any men in the Naval Reserve from 
Harris ?—Yes, but I cannot give the numbers. 

ANGUS CAMPBELL, Crofter and Fisherman, Blocropool (59)—examined. 

Angus 18024. The Chairman.—Who chose you to come here ?—I am here to 
Campbell, represent seven townships. 

18025. How many people will there be in those townships?—There are 
sixty-seven families in the whole of these places. When I took land there 
thirty-two years ago there were only twenty-two. 



Minutes of Evidence. 1193 

18026. Were you freely elected a representative of these sixty-seven HARRIS, 
families 1—Yes. 

18027. "What have you got to say on their behalf Ì—I have to say that TARBEKT-
they are very poor, and that the one half of them injure the other half. An<ms 
Also that of the twenty-two crofts—there are only three which are not CampbelL 
subdivided. The people who occupy these three are certainly better off 
than the rest of the people, the inference from which is that it is want of 
land that is impoverishing them all. I have to say that some of the crofts 
upon which there was only one family when I came there, have now five 
families upon them. I have nine of a family myself of whom four are 
sons, ranging from twenty-nine to twenty years of age, and in a very short 
time, through the operation of the same cause that impoverished my 
neighbours, I expect to be worse off than any of them. It was mentioned 
here to-day that some people were taking their sea-ware from Skye and 
Uist, and other places far away. I have a boat of seven tons' weight, and 
with my four sons I take the sea-ware from these places and further off. 
When I am able to bring this manure home early in the season I can sow 
my crops in better time than my neighbours, who have not the same 
advantages in this respect that I have, are able to do. If it were not for 
the kindness of the people towards one another, both in allowing those 
who are not able to take sea-ware from a distance, to gather what comes 
upon the shore at home, and also in giving them patches of ground to 
cover up with sea-ware so as to make use of it, I don't know what might 
1 ecorae of them at all. I tried various pursuits in order to make a liveli­
hood, within the last thirty-two years, but among them all I have not 
been able to find one equal to cultivating,—that is to taking my liveli­
hood out of the land. I have of such land as is going a sufficient 
amount to maintain myself, and my family are springing up, and there is 
nothing left to distribute among them. A month ago my fourth son left 
the island without being too communicative with me about the matter; 
but he took some of the neighbours into his confidence, and I got a letter 
from Glasgow, and he is now upon his way to Queensland. His letter 
was, that when the oldest—Alexander—was to settle down he could get a 
portion of the croft, and when the second was to settle down—Murdoch— 
he was to get a share, but what was to remain to him in the land of his 
birth, and therefore, he would require to go away. Where we live man's 
physical strength holds not forth long. When we make our creels for 
carrying up this sea-ware from the boats to the crofts, we must make them 
of different sizes according to the strength of the person who has to carry 
them, for they all must take a share in it. I once cut peats where I now 
grow crops, and by continual working at it during the winter,—draining 
it,—I have been able to take some reasonable crop out of it, but my bodily 
strength cannot improve it more. When I came to the place first, if I 
had a barrel of potatoes to sell I could sell it for 2s. but now if it could be 
sold at all, such is the overcrowding and scarcity of potatoes that it costs 5s. 
There is no need to talk much longer of the matter. I don't wish to 
blame either factor or proprietor in the least for bringing about the state of 
matters that exist. The main cause has been the squatting of the people 
of the place, and not one of them getting an opportunity of removing else­
where. The people of the Bays in Harris have no wool of their own, but 
they purchase wool elsewhere, and their wives through the night manu­
facture it into cloth. I myself get it for them,—as much as 500 stones in 
one year, from tacksmen through Uist and elsewhere, at prices ranging 
from 14s. to 26s. per stone. This enterprise was carried on through the 
kindness of the Dowager Countess and Mrs Thomas, and except for the 
proceeds of this manufacture, I do not know how these people could live 
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at all. The people are quite accustomed to work bad land. There is no 
good land for them. The little good there is, they were driven out of it. 
So much am I accustomed to this that I could not work good laud 
if I had it now. It is needless to expatiate upon it. Suppose I should 
go on till to-morrow morning the burden of it would be that the only 
remedy is additional land for the people. I, along with my family, am 
able to keep a fishing boat agoing, but fish there is none. Fish is failing. 
And even supposing they were to leave the couutry, they would have to take 
away with them for their subsistence the little they might have made, 
because they might not get before them what would support them by 
fishing, and of course those who have not this means of support are still 
worse off. Then I have paid road assessments since I was seventeen years 
of age. The only thing I asked them finaUy, in return for these assessments, 
was to put a bridge over the river Luskin upon the road leading to the 
churchyard, for I have seen the coffins carried upon our shoulders dragged 
through the flood—six men strung together, and following the course of the 
stream in order to keep themselves from being swept away with the bier 
upon their shoulders. I was a young man in South Harris at Obbe, and 
there was a miller there, and I remember two boats laden with grain going 
to Stornoway distillery, and sold at Is. a peck, as the export of the 
district beyond w-hat was necessary for the support of the inhabitants. I also 
know that when my father had plenty of land, such was the comfortable 
mode in which we lived, that I myself as a young lad was throwing the old 
potatoes out into the sea in order to find a place in which to store up the 
new potatoes in the beginning of autumn. I believe that if the township 
on which I live was occupied by one man instead of six, as it is, the same 
thing might occur again. 

18028. Are you aware that potatoes nowhere grow so well as they did 
before 1847?—They cannot grow so well as to supply potatoes to all the 
people of the place. I do not want a single rig of land for myself. I have 
quite sufficient for my own personal purposes. But if my family would 
wish to foUow the same pursuit, there is no land for them, and if I were to 
share with them the smaU portion I have myself, I would be worse off than 
ever I was before. It is the want of land that ruins them. I have paid 
rent to five factors, and I never owed a shilling upon rent collection day; 
but instead of having a whole lot, if I had only half a lot, I might now have 
been probably £ 1 0 behind. 

JOHN M 'LEOD, Cottar, Tarbert (70)—examined. 

John 18029. TJie Cliairmari.—Do you remember the time when your father's 
I'Leod. fataer w a s s e n t t 0 -g0TV -m 1 84g £_Yes. 

18030. Where was your father's family before that time?—In Pabbay. 
18031. Was he in good circumstances there ?—Yes. They were able 

to support themselves, and to sell some when they were there. 
18032. Do you know what stock they took with them to Borv?—I 

cannot tell 
18033. Had they sufficient stock for the place?—We had not much 

when we went there, but our stock was increasing. We had a great deal 
of stock when we left it. 

18034. What rent did they pay for the croft they got at Borv?— 
£11, 5s. or £ 1 1 , 15s. 

18035. How long was your father at Borv?—In the first place we 
went to we were allowed to remain three years. 

HARRIS. 

TARBERT. 

Angus 
CanipbeR 
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18036. What was the name of the place ?—Big Borv. HARRIS. 
18037. Were you then removed?—Yes. 
18038. Where to ?—Little Borv. TARBERT. 
18039. How long did you stay there ?—Two years." J o n n 

18040. Why did you leave ?—We were put out of it. M'Leod. 
18041. Why were you put out?—Well, they did not wish us to 

remain there. 
18042. Had you paid your rents?—Not the whole of it. .Some of 

the rent was unpaid. When the people were summoned out of this 
Little Borv, the factor told them that if they got security they would 
pay £100 at the next market, they would not be disturbed that year. 
The minister that was at Scarista ^at the time—the present minister of 
South Uist—offered to become security for the required amount, but 
they would not accept the security. 

18043. Why were they removed in the first place from Big Borv?— 
They wanted to add Big Borv to the tack of Scarista-vore. 

18044. Were the tenants of Big Borv in arrears at that time?—I 
believe they were behind with their rent. The years were very bad, and 
there was no price for cattle. The prices rose the very year they left, and 
never fell to the same point since. 

18045. Had they any other debts on the stock besides the rent?— 
I do not think they were in debt for which the stock could be called 
upon to pay. 

18046. At the time they were removed from Little Borv, had all 
the tenants the full stock?—The minister said at the time they were 
sent away, that the poorest man in the country might become security 
for them, because they had sufficient stock to meet the demands upon 
them. 

18047. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—When you speak of the minister of 
Scarista, do you mean the parish minister of Harris ?—Yes. 

18048. Was he a man in perfectly good credit and substance?—Well, 
he said himself that it was through the factor that he received his 
stipend, and that his stipend might be good for the sum. 

18049. Who was the factor who carried this out?—M'Donald of 
Rodel. 

18050. Was he factor at the time this first settlement was made when 
they were taken out of Pabbay ?—Yes; it was the same factor. 

18051. Had Captain Sitwell been removed by the time they were 
put away from Borv?—I cannot tell. It was Captain Sitwell who 
arranged they should be sent there. 

18052. Were all the arrears that were due by your father paid at 
the time they were summoned out before they were allowed to remove 
the little stock that remained ?—I believe not. 

18053. Where did your father go after leaving Borv?—Ardhassaig, 
West Loch Tarbert. 

18054. Did your father build a house when he went first to Big 
Borv ?—Yes, where there was not a stone upon the ground,—both house 
and barn. 

18055. Did it necessarily involve a great expenditure to your 
father?—There was not much in the outlay. The family assisted to 
build it. 

18056. Did they get any value for the houses when they went to 
Little Borv ?—Not a shilling. 

18057. Then did you find the houses at Little Borv ready for you1?— 
There were the walls of the house. 

18058. But you had to make it fit for habitation?—Yes. 
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HARRIS. 18059. Did you get compensation when they left Little Borv?—No; 
but we removed the roof of it when we went away. 

TARBERT. J8O6O. Was it with your father's will or the will of the other tenants 
John that they were finally removed from Little Borv?—No; it was against 

M'Leod. their will. 
18061. Did they ever get a fair chance there of getting on in the 

world, with these three shiftings in the course of five years ?—The very 
opposite. At Ardhassaig again, after we were shifted, we were there 
a year without land at all. The man into whose land we came had 
himself cropped it that year, and so we had no crop, and that threw the 
family back very much. 

18062. "When you went to Big Borv, what time did you go to it?— 
In the beginning of summer. 

18063. Was there crop or house or anything there1?—Nothing; we 
dwelt in a bothy till we were able to build a house. 

18O6L When was the first rent duel—I cannot tell. 
18065. Did they pay from the very moment of entering?—We were 

paying certainly. I know the first settlement we went to we were paying 
£ 17, but I cannot tell what was paid after that. 

18066. How often were the rents uplifted?—Twice a year. It-was 
taken from them at any time. 

18067. Do you recollect your father going to the rent collection at 
Martinmas that year ?—I do not remember that he did. 

ANGUS FERGUSON, Cottar and Fisherman, Taransay (48)—examined 

Angus 18068. The Chairman.—How many cottars are therein Taransay?— 
Ferguson. T e n famiIieg> 

18069. Were you chosen by these ten families to represent them here? 
—Yes. 

18070. What do you wish to say on their behalf?—I wish to speak 
of the poor condition of the people ever since I first remember them. 
When I first remember the place my father had a holding there. The 
third part of the island was under croft3. There were fourteen families 
upon that portion. These crofts were removed when I was nine years of 
age, and the island was cleared for John M'Donald. The whole fourteen 
families were removed from the island in all directions. Some went to 
the south-west of Harris, some to Lewis, and others elsewhere. My father 
was allowed to remain by the tacksman in the place where we were when 
we had a croft, and that accounts for our being in the island. Ever since 
we lost that land we have not been able to get a holding of land since. 
We had nothing but to be cottars under the tacksman, and to be dealt 
with just as he pleased; and the arrangement between him and us, 
which subsisted while he was in life, was this,—we worked the land for 
him, and we gave him half the produce. He allowed us to keep a cow 
and eight sheep. His son succeeded him, and he made a different 
arrangement with us. We had net cow or sheep since that time. At_ 
that time we had to take to the lobster fishing and such work as goes 
on in the place. This tacksman gave us potato ground to the extent of 
four or five barrels, upon condition that Ave would give him in return 
farm service any day of the year he wished us. And now because we 
were in a very remote corner of the world, where few advantages could 
be got, we were obliged to accept these conditions, although we felt them 
hard. We are not allowed to sow either oats or barley, but only potatoes; 
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and we are obliged to fish the whole year, summer and winter, autumu HARRIS. 
and spring, in order to enable us to obtain a livelihood, for Ihis amount • 
of potatoes does little to support us. I have been head of a family for TARBEI-T-
the last twenty-six years, and during that time I have neither had cow kasaa 
nor sheep, and I did not earn sixpence on Taransay ever since. I have Ferguson, 
obtained my livelihood by braving many a danger upon the wild shore 
through the spring and winter months, where a stranger could scarcely 
expect that a boat would live. 

18071. I t is said by some people that the land is not big enough, 
without the help of fishing, to support all the population, and that it 
would be desirable to make some of them entirely fishermen. Do you 
think Taransay is a good station for nskei-trien ?—It is a suitable fishing 
station, but the coast is wild and exposed, and during the winter months 
it may be two months, and it may be five or six weeks, before a boat 
could leave the shore. 

18072. If they had better boats, with proper landing places, would they 
be able to fish more regularly ?—It is only small boats that we have, and 
the fishing we prosecute does not require heavy boats, neither does the 
shore upon which we land them. They must be boats of such weight as 
we can haul ashore. 

18073. Do you get any wages from the tacksman for your services, 
beyond the potato g ound ?—Nothing. 

18074. Are you obliged to stop at home to do that service whenever it 
is called for]—Well, upon certain days we must remain at home from 
our own fishing,—such days as when we have to ferry heavy cattle 
between the shore and the island, and such work as that, that requires 
people in order to carry it out. 

18075. How many days on the average in the year are you employed in 
Mr Macdonald's service 1—We work very irregularly—a bit of a day now 
and a bit of a day again,—but I believe, if they were all strung together, 
they would make about sixty full days in the year. 

18076. Then how many days, broken and unbroken, are you called 
away from your employment by Mr Macdonald? Will it be twice a week 
on an average?—Perhaps some weeks we might be called twice, and 
others not. 

18077. Did you hear Mr Mackenzie say he thought the island would 
support forty families paying a rent of £ 5 each?—We had suggested 
information to that effect to Mr Mackenzie ourselves. 

18078. Then you believe forty crofters could afford to pay £ 5 a piece 
for it?—I would think they might be inclined to pay £5 each for it. It 
would certainly support forty families. 

18079. What would you think a fair rent for each?—I could give no 
information upon that matter. 

18080. What would you yourself be inclined to give for a fortieth share 
of the island ?—A fortieth of it would be worth £4 or £ 5 at least. 

18081. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—Does Mr Macdonald live on the island ? 
—Yes, sometimes. His principal dwelling is at Scaristaveg. 

18082. How many farms has he got?—Two. 
18083. What stock has he on Taransay?—The shepherd can tell; I do 

not know. 
18084. Are there a good number of cows ?—Yes, there are a lot of cattle. 
18085. You have no sheep or cattle?—No. 
18086. Why are you not allowed to keep a cow or a sheep1?—The will 

of the tacksman. 
18087. Would it do very much injury to the farm if each of the cottars 

had a cow ?—I don't think it would. 
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18088. Where do you get milk?—We get no milk at all. unless from 
some of the neighbours when they come ashore from the mainland. 

18089. Are all the children of those cottars deprived of milk except 
what they get from the mainland ?—They are. 

18090. How many children, roughly speaking, may there be among 
those families of cottars?—There are seventy-six inhabitants on the 
island. I do not know the number of children. 

18091. And, old and young, they are entirely destitute of milk?—It 
is only one of these that has milk— a servant of Taransay. 

18092. You say you may work sixty days in the course of the year. Are 
we to understand and suppose you only get a wage of Is. per day? You 
pay £ 3 for the privilege of planting five barrels of potatoes %—That is 
the case, considering the calculation I have made of the days of the 
week. 

18093. Is this labour of sixty days exacted only from the head of the 
family, or are the women obliged to contribute to it ?—The head of the 
family does it, the women do it, and the children do it, accordingly as one 
is more handy when the work is needed. 

18094. But there is only one member of each family bound to do it?— 
Only one. 

RONALD MACDONALD, Taransay (48)—examined. 

Ronald 18095. The Chairman.—You are brother of the tacksman of Taransay? 
• —Yes. 

18096. Have you any statement to make to us in reference to your 
brother's farm ?—I don't think that we call upon the services of these men 
except when we have work to do of such a kind that it needs more 
strength of hand than we can supply out of our own hired servants, and 
when we have to call upon any one of them, if the head of the family or 
the strong one is not able to reply to the call, we have just to take the 
one that is handy and ready, even though the weakest. Whenever they 
are working they feed along with our own servants ; and, with scarcely any 
exception, if they get an opportunity of fishing or of earning money 
elsewhere, we will be quite wiUing to take the services of the weaker 
member of the family, so as not to prejudice the case of the older and 
stronger in any way whatever. Last autumn, to the best of my recollection, 
the whole of our crops were cut with the scythe. I do not think that 
we called upon a man of the place to do any work beyond ferrying cattle, 
casting peats, and digging potatoes. In respect of kindness to the people' 
in the event of their being in want, we would not have for ourselves with­
out giving it to them ; and in so far as milk is concerned, I am perfectly 
able to testify that choppins of warm milk from the cow are sent to the 
weak and sickly, often without one penny being ever asked for it. I am 
not aware that any of them ever came in want and asked for anything 
that was within our house without them getting a share of it. The reason 
why the cow and the sheep were taken from them I am unable to speak 
of. The tacksman is ready to give evidence if the question is put to him. 
So far as the readjustment of the land question is concerned, I would 
personally be very willing to see it adjusted upon equitable terms towards 
the poor. I have myself taken their part to my own loss, as they know. 
But so far as the land that is at present in the possession of the tacksmen 
of Harris is concerned, I am convinced that the present rent of it is so 
heavy that crofters would be quite unable to pay that amount for it. I 

HARRIS. 

TARBERT. 

Angus 
Ferguson. 
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believe that when the information you are now collecting among the people HARRIS. 
of these places is put together, prepared, and laid before Parliament, as is 
meet, it is a very desirable thing that there should be a land act to adjust TARBE--T' 
equitably the relations between landlord and tenant and tacksman, and that Ronald 
competent men, sworn valuators, should be appointed to value the land, Macdonald. 
and where necessary to reduce the rent, and where necessary to increase it. 
And as former evidence has been led to the effect that in any readjustment 
that might be made, there should be only one family upon each croft, even 
supposing it were done, such is the natural increase of the population that 
in a very short time things would be just as they are—one croft subdivided 
among three or four families,—and just as I considered it desirable that 
there should be a land act that would adjust equitably the land question 
by fixing a reasonable rent,—a rent reasonable to both landlord and tenant, 
—I also consider another act, and recommend it, under which an inquiry 
should be made not only into the circumstances of the people, but into the 
capabilities of the land, with a view to set up mills and factories in order 
to manufacture the produce of the land, so that what the land might yield 
could be manufactured and utilised within the laud itself, and so provide 
work for those people for whom no land can be provided. The 
people might then have their choice either of gettiug suitable work 
here in that, way, or to those who prefer it, there should be a scheme to 
enable them to emigrate elsewhere if they so desired. If there should be 
such an act that would inquire into the circumstances of the people both 
in town and country, and inquire into the relationship between master and 
servant, and the way the one uses the other, I believe there would be 
fewer inmates of our poorhouses and police offices, 

18097. Sheriff Nicolson.—Is it a fact that none of the families inhabit­
ing Taraneay, except the tacksman's, have any cows ?—So far as I am 
aware, they have not any just now. 

18098. Do you consider that they are sufficiently supplied with milk for 
children from your brother's house %—-If they require milk for sickness, we 
are ready to supply it gratis. 

18099. Do not healthy ones require it also?—We supply it when they 
are delicate, both children and grown-up people. 

18100. Do you think children can be brought up healthily without 
milk ?—I cannot say either young or old can be brought up so healthily 
without as with it. 

18101. Was the statement which the previous M'itness made correct as to 
the days they had to work for your brother,—sixty days ?—As far as I 
am aware, it is three or four days they make in the way of ferrying, and a 
week at peatsr and about a fortnight or twenty days at taking up 
the potatoes, and a very few days, if any, at cutting corn. 

18102. Does that employment seriously interfere with their fishing and 
other employment?—If they say they have any call of their own to attend 
to, that it would be a great loss to them, we take the youngest member, 
if he is able to do the work, and allow the oldest to go to his own 
work. 

18103. What is the rent of Taransay?—I am not certain, but so far as 
I am aware it is over £200,—£220. 

18104. Do you know what it was before, when there were crofters 
there ?—It was not so much, and the former rent was £250,—a rent we 
never got out of the island, though we had been a very sober family. 

18105. Does your brother's stock consist of both cattle and sheep?— 
And horses. 

18106. You breed horses?—We do. 
18107. Mr Cameron.—Have you been in the room all to-day?—Yea. 
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HARRIS. 18108. Have you heard the evidence given by the various delegates of 
the crofters'?—Yes. 

TARBERT. 18109. You heard the evidence given by the crofters as to their poverty 
Ronald an-- general want of comfort ?—Yes. 

Macdonald. 18110. Do you believe that those statements are true?—Well, I believe 
they are. I attribute the whole of that to the increase of the population. 

18111. Have you heard any of the crofters to-day complain that their 
rents are excessive ?—I do not think I have. 

18112. You have not heard any crofter, under these circumstances of 
extreme poverty and want of comfort, ask any thing in the shape 
of a sworn valuation of rent ?—No, so far as I remember, I did not. 

18113. Then do I understand that your remedy for the grievances 
complained of by the crofters is that there should be sworn valuators to 
indicate what should be paid by the great tacksmen to the landlord ?—I 
do so, because I consider the tacksmen are paying the highest rent, 
and that they have been paying a rent that the crofters could not get out 
of their farms. 

18114. But do you consider that the grievances felt by the big tacks­
men are in any way comparable to those felt by the crofters'?—Well, I do 
not, if it be of the least comfort to them. 

18115. Do you think it natural or fair that the big tacksmen should ask 
such a strong measure from Government or Parliament, while the crofters, 
who are admittedly suffering great hardships, and labour under considerable 
grievances, have not to-day asked any thing of that kind?—We do 
not blame the proprietors for the highness of the farm rents; we have to 
blame themselves, because the one is going over the other and giving 
a higher offer. When a farm is advertised they will over-bid each other, 
and when they are ruined they must give up their farm, and then 
the proprietor may lose a good deal by arrears, unless he recovers it out of 
the stock on the farm. If a land act were passed in such a way 
that there were so many Commissioners sworn on the side of the 
inhabitants, and so many on the side of the proprietor, and a judge 
between them, so that if there was a farm below its proper rental 
they could put it up in favour of the proprietor, and if it were above its 
proper rental they could take it down. But that the proprietor would 
have the option of taking any tenant who might apply. 

18116. But why do you think that privilege, and that rather 
extraordinary step, should be taken in favour of the tacksmen, whereas 
you admit that to-day the crofters have not asked it for themselves ?—The 
small tenants would not refuse it if it were offered to them. I do not 
want it for the big tacksmen any more than for the other people. I should 
like to get the same law for the poor and for the rich. 

DONALD M 'DONALD, Crofter, Grosaway (74)—examined. 

18117. The Chairman.—How many families are there in Grosaway?— 
Nineteen. 

18118. Do you come here ta represent them?—Yes. 
18119. Were you chosen by them?—Yes. 
18120. What have you got to say on their behalf?—The place was oc­

cupied by two men formerly. The rent was £15. Now there are eight 
crofters, and there is not one of them without cattle and sheep except 
one. 

Donald 
M 'Donald. 
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18121. What do they pay for each of the eight crofts?—About £4, 
12s. 

18122. Are there eleven cottars'?—Yes, there are eleven families with­
out land, and these are a great burdeu upon us ; for we cannot see them 
allowed to go without any land at all. There are three without any 
children of school age, and these have to pay school rates, when it is 
those with plenty of children—the cottars—who reap the advantage of it. 
Now, this is a great source and injury. Then there are others who 
would be very glad to get laud if they only got it, and who would be more 
able to take it than many who have it, and who sorely need it. That is 
what left our place so poor. I myself was born in Rodel. I saw my 
mother with her youngest child taken out of the house in a blanket and. 
laid down by the side of a dyke, aud the place pulled down. My mother 
was in child-bed at the time. The child was only born the previous night, 
and my father asked M'Leod, who was proprietor at the time, whether he 
would not allow them to remain in the house for a few days, but permis­
sion was not given, only he came to the dykeside where she lay and asked 
what this was, and when he was told he asked him to lift her up and re­
move her to an empty barn, and it was there she was put. If these cottars 
were to get land, the crofters who are on the rent roll would be very much 
better off, for these cottars without land are of no benefit to the proprietor 
or crofter or anybody else—rather the reverse. 

18123. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—How many families were turned out 
at the time you refer to in speaking about your mother ?—Nearly forty 
families. The half of it was under gentlemen tacksmen. I t was the 
clearing of that place that destroyed the country, when they were sent up 
to the east side. 

18124. Who got the place that these forty families were removed from? 
—It was M'Leod himself that took the place and kept it for two years, 
and afterwards he gave it to Stewart. 

18125. How long did Stewart have it?—I cannot tell. It is about 
sixty-six or sixty-seven years since it was cleared. 

18126. And it is now in the proprietor's own hands?—The proprietor 
has it now. 

18127. The Chairman.—Where did the six tenants come from that 
made them up to eight ?—An uncle of mine came there first. These two 
men had it, and there were three or four subdivisions of their own. 
Then, when the place was cleared that I spoke of, other two were brought 
in. 

1812S. Where did the cottars come from ?—They belonged to the 
place. Some of them lost the land that they had—others sprang up 
there. These are able to take land now if they got it,—some of them 
more able than thoss who have land. 

HARRIS. 

TAKnF.rrr. 

Donald 
M Donald. 

LACHLAN CAMPBELL, Crofter, Scadabay (43)—examined. 

18129. The Chairman.—How many families are there at Scadabay?— 
Eighteen. 

18130. How many paying rent?—Six are in the rent-roll. 
18131. Are you sent here on behalf of the whole eighteen ?-—Yes. 
18132. What have you got to say for them?—The same story which 

they all have, and the same complaint. My father came to Scadabay forty 
years ago, and then there were six in the place. They were quite well off, 
and quite independent, when these six had the place. Then the families 
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HARRIS, increased, and they must needs marry, and they married ; and when a man 
" married he required to get a house, and there was no place for him to 

build it except upon his father's lot. And so the town is now swelled up 
Lachl.m to eighteen families. The eighteen are making their living on the place; 

Campbell, tha t is to say, each of them has a bit of the land tha t there is. They are 
each taking a share in the cultivation of the place, and so far taking a 
living out of i t Now this has reduced the whole of them to the same 
impoverished condition, and if they fall back during the nex t fifteen years 
to the same ex tent tha t they have done during the last forty, they will all 
be on the poor roll. Some whose names are upon the rent roll have only 
two sheep and two cows. 

18133. Has the rent of the township been changed in the last forty 
years ?—I am not aware tha t it has. 

18134. Has the extent of land been diminished ?—No. 
18135. Have any families been brought into the township 1—No. 
18136. And forty years ago they were comfortable?—Yes. 
18137. W h a t rent are you pay ing?—£4, 12s., without taxes. 
18138. W h a t stock do you keep ?—Three milk cows, three young ones, 

and twenty-five head of sheep, excluding lambs. 
18139. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—Whose estate are you on?—Lord 

Dunmore's . 
18140 . I s there any land near you tha t you could ge t?—No , we are 

tacked on together—a crofter population. I t is crofters that adjoin us. 
18141. W h a t is the nearest place in the proprietor's lands, or in the 

hands of the big tacksmen?—Cuidinish, Deirecleit, and Ceandevig. 
18142. Sheriff Nicolson.—There is no cause, then, for the crowding of 

the people of Scadabay in the place, except tha t they insisted on marrying 
when they were young ?—No other reason ; but what else could they do, 
if they could get no additional place to occupy? 

18143. Were they not getting work in the south?—Yes , they need 
that, but cannot take much out of it. Every person cannot bring home 
money from the south b y his earnings. 

18144. Would it not be better for a young man to go and try his 
fortune away from home, than to sit, and marry, and beget children, on a 
miserable bit of land here ?—It would be better to have a good comfortable 
living at home, than to risk the chance of straying abroad. I t is not 
every man who could make a comfortable living by shifting about in that 
way. 

18145. Then, I suppose, no young man ever leaves Harris with any 
inteution of staying out of i t ?—No t of their own will, if they have a place 
to which to return. 

18146. D o you not know tha t noblemen and gentlemen are obliged to 
send away their sons wherever they can make a living for them ?—Yes, 
bu t they send them away with plenty of money to get homes and lands 
for them elsewhere; and sometimes lucrative appointments, when they 
become gentlemen. 

18147. But do you not know that many gentlemen's sons have been 
sent abroad without a penny in their pocket except what paid their 
passage?—If such a case occurred, money would be sent after him . 

18148. Then do you think the crofters are the only people who are 
entitled to keep their sons at home ?—Well, we poor people sending our 
family away without perhaps as much money as will pay their passage, 
with insufficient clothing, and no education, often fear they may fare 
badly, and tha t worse may befall them. They must buy clothes with the 
first wages they earn, and the first £ 1 they can spare must be sent home 
to keep their father and mother alive. 
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18149. Is that any hardship ?—It is only those that try it that feel the 
hardship of it. 

18150. Do you not know that a great many of the officers iu Her 
Majesty's army and navy, sons of noblemen and gentlemen, are barely able 
to keep themselves in clothes, and are not able to marry, perhaps all their 
lives 1—They will not have to support their fathers and mothers though, 
and they will not have to pay the rent of the small patch of land their 
father possesses. 

18151. But that only applies to the case of a man with one son. 
Where there are several sons, do they all need to support their father and 
mother Ì—Where there is only one SOD, he must needs remain at home to 
till the ground. 

18152. Quite right; but should not the rest go away, and should not 
they be content to be bachelors for a time, like other people 1—No, a 
bachelor is an object of charity all the world over, and such a condition 
was not appointed to the children of men. 

18153. Then it is the first duty of a man,—especially a Harris man,— 
to get married and increase the number of the inhabitants 1—Yes, that is 
his first duty, and to get land to occupy it. These were the first com­
mands he received. 

18154. But that was only when there were two inhabitants iu the 
world 1—I do not know ; what is written is that ' He gave the land to the 
' children of men.' 

18155. Was not the command to 'increase and multiply' given only to 
the first pair 1—That was quite the case, but it was added —' replenish 
1 the earth.' 

18156. And have they not done so in Scadabay at any rate?—Yes. 
18157. Is it not time to stop now1?—I do not know that it is. 

[ADJOURNED.] 

LERWICK, SHETLAND, FRIDAY, JLLY 13, 1883. SHETLAND. 

LERWICK. 
Present:— 

Lord NAPIER AND ETTRICK, K.T., Cliairman. 
Sir KENNETH S. MACKENZIE, Bart. 
DONALD CAMERON, Esq. of Lochiel, M.P. 
C. FRASER MACKINTOSH, Esq., M.P. 
Sheriff NICOLSON, L L D . 
Professor MACKINNON, M.A. 

ARTHUR JAMES HAY, Merchant, Lerwick, (47)—examined. 

18158. The Chairman.—You are also factor for Lord Zetland ?—Yes. James Arthur 
18159. In what are you a merchant?—General merchant, and fish Hay-

curer. 
18160. As a general merchant you are in constant correspondence and 

traffic with the fishing population 1—Almost continuaUy. 
18161. Are your transactions with the fishing population conducted 

entirely on the principle of truck and barter, or on that of money payments Ì 
—Both; but quite voluntarily on the part of those connected with me. 

18162. What system predominates1?—I think the money system is 

HARRIS. 
TARBERT. 

Lachlan 
Campbell. 
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SHETLAND, now predominating very much, except where fishermen require advances 
to enable them to carry on their pursuits. 

LERWICK. 18163. How many years have you been personally engaged in this 
Tames Arthur traffic?—Twenty-five years or more. 

Hay. 18164. Has the system changed since you began—did the truck system 
prevail more generally when you began than it does now %—I do not 
recognise it, as the truck system, as it is understood in England—it is a 
necessity of the situation which the poor fishermen are placed in, that they 
must have the assistance of those who. employ them to carry on their 
occupations. 

18165. Was the system of payment in goods or barter more general 
when you began your business ?—I think it was. 

18166. You think it is on the decline, but are money payments taking 
the place of it ?—I think so, in a great measure. 

18167. When you first began was there any discontent among the fish­
ing population, produced by the practice of the truck or barter system ?— 
I think not. There were some abuses, probably shown about the time of 
the Truck Commission; but, as a general rule, I do not think there was 
anything to object to in it. 

18168. Are you aware of any complaints at the present moment?-— 
None whatever. 

18169. As a fish-curer, are you in the habit of supplying boats?—Yes. 
18170. Do you do that extensively ?—To a large extent. 
18171. Since you have been engaged 'in that branch of the trade, has 

there been a change in the character of the boats ?—Yes, they are of a 
larger description, and adapted to the herring fishery which has now 
developed to a larger extent. 

18172. What is the size of the most improved character of the boats?— 
Large boats, of from 43 feet to 50 feet of keel. 

18173. Half-decked ?—-Wholly decked now. 
18174. And the beam?—-About 14 feet, I think. 
18175. What is the tonnage ?—Twenty to twenty-five tons. 
18176. When you build or supply new boats they are of that character? 

—-Yes. 
18177. And what was the character of the boats when you first remem­

ber ?—In the fishery they were half-decked boats, and a great many of the 
native boats of the country, some of which are still in existence. 

18178. Is the superiority of the new class of boats generally recognised 
by the fishermen ?—T think, in a great measure it gives them an oppor­
tunity of making larger earnings, but at a greater risk and outlay. Were 
it coming an unsuccessful season, the effect and consequence to the people, 
as well as those engaged in the business would be very serious—much 
more so than under the older system. 

18179. But they go a greater distance?—Well, they have not required 
to do so. 

18180. Is there no alteration in the distance, to which the herring 
fishery is carried during your recollection ?—No, it is has been remarkable 
during the past few years that herring fishery has been pursued close to 
the islands. 

18181. And the system of going to the western coast, is the same 
now as when you began ?—Yes, the early herring fishery was carried on 
the west coast very many years ago, long before the present time. 

18182. What is your system of payment? Are the boats hired by the 
men who sail them ?—No, they are usuaUy provided to the men, and they 
endeavour to pay them off, as they can, out of their earnings. 

18183. They are provided to the men—the men, in a sense, hire tho 
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boats ?—No, they purchase them ; but they have to get credit upon them SHETLAND, 
for an indefinite period. 

18184. How many men would generally club to purchase a boat of the K" RK" 
sizes you mention ?—There are generally six men in a boat, and sometimes James Arthur 
four of them are considered shareholders—sometimes all of them. Hay. 

18185. Do they endeavour every year to purchase out their share in the 
boat?—Yes, it is understood the half of the earnings are to go in towards 
the price of the boat. 

18186. Is that punctually paid or frequently in arrears?—I am not 
aware of any departure from that in the habit. 

18187. It is the general custom?—Yes. 
18188. Do you know of examples in which the boat passes entirely into 

the possession of the men who work her ?—I have known it almost paid 
off in one or two years, but that was an extraordinarily successful 
fishing. 

18189. And there are a number of the boats which we see here engaged 
in the fishery, which are entirely the property of the men who work them? 
—Yes, when they are paid for. 

1S19O. But are they so frequently paid for, that many of the boats are 
actually their own property ?—A great many of them are, 

18191. What is the system of payment? Do the men pay a certain 
proportion of the fish they catch ?—The half of them usually goes in upon 
the boat. 

18192. How is the price of the fish ascertained? How is it struck?— 
They fish for whom they like, unless they have made a special bargain 
with the outfitter who equips them. 

18193. They are not under any contract to supply fish to the person 
who furnishes the boat ?—Sometimes it is made a condition that he shall 
have the preference at general prices of the country. 

1819-1. Is that generally the course in your own trade—that you have the 
preference?—If we advance a boat, we make a condition that we shall 
have a preference at the highest prices they have been able to get; they 
give the curer the first offer. 

18195. They are bound to give the curer the first offer, at the highest 
prices prevailing in the market at the time ?—Yes. 

18196. How is that price ascertained or verified to you ?—It is generally 
discussed amongst the curers and the fishermen before anything is decided 
upon. I t is a pretty uniform price which exists at present. 

18197. Do you generaUy take the fish at the price, or are there in­
stances of your refusing to take fish or their refusing to deal with you 
and dealing with other parties ?—There are many cases in which I refuse 
to take them ; I could not take them all. 

18198. When you take them do you pay always in money, or do you 
occasionally pay in goods ?—Partly in both ; we are in the position of 
having advanced for provisions what they required, either in money or 
goods. 

18199. In making your payment in goods you have reference only to 
what has been advanced, you do not pay prospectively in goods—you do 
not pay down in goods unless they have received the goods before ?—No, 
certainly not. 

18200. In making these payments in goods, is that more the custom 
or less the custom than it was formerly ?—I think it is less the custom 
than formerly. 

18201. Do you think the fishermen are less indebted to you for advances 
than they were prev\oisly,ror more indebted ?—It depends entirely on the 
success of the fishing. 
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18202. Are there many of the fishermen who deal with you, who have 
no advances made to their families before—who are, as it were, before 
the world ?—Many of them. 

18203. More than was previously the easel—I think they are all in 
very fair circumstances at present and do not require them. 

18201. On the whole, do you think that the earnings of the fishermen are 
greater than they were—that their condition is more prosperous than it was ? 
—While the fishing continues successful it will be so, but if a reaction takes 
place I expect considerable evil and misery from the increased earnings of 
the last few years inducing more expensive habits amongst them. 

18205. Are the fishermen in the habit of putting any portion of their 
earnings in the Savings Banks?—A very great amount, I believe. 

18206. Sheriff Nicolson.—-You are factor for the Earl of Zetland?— 
Yes. 

18207. And he is proprietor of a large portion of Shetland]—No, 
not at all; his property in Shetland is not of any great extent. His pro­
perty is more in Orkney 

18208. What is the rental of Lord Zetland's land 1—About £900, I 
think. 

18209. How many tenants have you?—I cannot say off hand. 
18210. Have you a large number of the class called crofters into whose 

condition we have been examining ?—Yes, they are almost all crofters. 
18211. Are all those crofters about whom Lord Napier has been inquir­

ing in possession of land as crofters, or are any of them cottars ?—Most of 
them I should think are fishermen and sailors—a great many of them. 
There are not many holdings which enable them to maintain themselves 
wholly by farming. 

18212. But do any of them live by fishing entirely?—Fishing, com­
bined with the croft. 

18213. Are there any of them purely fishermen without land ?—None 
upon Lord Zetland's property. 

18214. What is the extent of their crofts generally, or do they vary ?— 
They vary very much. 

18215. What are the largest rents any of them pay, so far as you 
remember ?—As a general rule they vary from £ 1 to £7 . 

18216. Are there none lower than £4?—Well, in exceptional cases 
there are. 

18217. What stock can they keep on a croft for which they pay £7?— 
It used to be the system to have one animal for each £ 1 of rent, but 
they exceed very much sometimes. 

18218. Do they sometimes keep more stock Jthan they have pasture 
for?—When they have unlimited pasture they keep more stock than they 
are able to provide for during the winter time. 

18219. What number of cows can a crofter of £7 keep ?—I said about 
one for every £ 1 of rent, with the addition of a few sheep. 

18220. How many sheep generally do they keep?—There is no 
limit, 

18221. Have they all horses ?—They all have a few, but their numbers 
are small comparatively to what they were in former days. 

18222. Do they keep horses for the purposes of breeding and sell­
ing?—That is one of the means by which they pay their rent. The 
rearing and disposal of one pony would often pay their rent entirely. 

18223. Has the price of Shetland ponies fallen off very much ?—No, 
it has advanced very much. They will get a3 much for a one-year-old 
pony almost as will pay the rent. 

18224. What is the price at present ?—A one-year-old pony will bring 
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from £ 4 to £ 5 ; two-year-old, about £ 9 , and three-year-old, about SHETLAND. 
£ 1 2 . — 

18225. Are these crofters engaged in fishing?—Not a l l ; a great many <g* 
of them are sailors. James Arthur 

18226. But none of them live entirely upon their land ?—There are a Hay. 
few isolated cases where they do so. Some of them stay at home to look 
after the sheep and make a living in tha t way—tradesmen and others. 

18227. W h a t crop do they generally raise?—A lmost entirely oats, and 
bere, and potatoes. 

18228. D o they raise no turnips ?—Very little. They are beginning to 
do so more generally now, but to a very small extent. 

18229. Has there been any improvement within your experience in 
their system of agriculture ?—No, it is almost entirely spade culture . 

18230 . Perhaps the spade is better than ploughing ?—They have tha t 
impression. 

18231. W h a t is your idea?—Their crofts are too small to maintain 
ploughing. In some districts there are fewer native ploughs than there 
were sixty years ago. 

18232. D o they practice any ro tation of crops?—Not in these crofts. 
The system has been a very pernicious one, with the scalping of the hills, 
and the bringing in virgin earth to use as manure ; tha t is one reason 
why the communities have been put under better regulations of late 
years. 

18233. Have they a common pasture for cattle and sheep?—They have, 
but not to the unlimited extent that obtained in former years. 

18234. Are there any large farms on Lord Zetland's estate?—None. 
18235. W h a t is the largest rental paid by any tacksman on his estate ? 

—There are no tacksmen in that sense of the word ; I think about £ 1 5 
is the highest rent. 

18236. Has there been such a thing as eviction or depopulation in this 
part of the country ?—None whatever. 

18237. Have the people ever made any complaint of having too little 
land, or too little pasture in particular ?—It has required a good deal of 
care to prevent subdivision of farms, but that has been avoided so far as 
possible. 

18238. Have you any fixed regulations prohib i t ing the subdivision of 
land ?—It is understood there is no subdivision on Lord Zetland's property, 
We would rather enlarge them, if it were possible. 

18239. And has there been actual subdivision to any injurious ex tent? 
—Well , when a farm comes below £ 4 or £ 5 it is not sufficient to main­
tain a family upon it, and those who hold crofts are usually in much 
poorer circumstances than those who have. 

18240 . But have they to a large ex tent subdivided the land in this 
way—a father giving part of it to his son?—On some properties I 
believe that does exist to some little extent. 

18241. Do they build their own houses with the assistance of the 
landlord ?—No, there are usually special arrangements in every case, 
according to the circumstances. They are supposed to maintain their 
houses once they are furnished with them, bu t they do not always do so. 

18242. But when a man is building a new house what assistance does 
he get1?—I say it is done by arrangement according to the circumstances 
of the case. 

18243. And when he leaves the croft, if ever this happens, does he get 
compensation for the buildings?—There never has been a case, in my 
experience, on Lord Zetland's estate, of men leaving the property. 

18244. Do they pay their rent pretty regularly?—Very regularly 
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SHETLAND, indeed, but I should explain that Lord Zetland's lands are very moderately 
—— rented, probably in comparison with others in the country. 

LERWICK. 18245. Has there been any increase of rent for any considerable time 
James Arthur on Lord Zetland's property ?—Very little indeed, almost none. 

Hay. 1S246. Sir Kenneth Mackenzie.—Do you think that there is rather too 
large a population at present on Lord Zetland's property ?—I think not. 

18247. What means do you adopt to prevent the increase of popula­
tion ? I mean the population sitting on the soil ?—We do not approve of 
squatters. 

18248. But how do you prevent them squatting—what becomes of the 
increase of the population Ì—I suppose they naturally emigrate to places 
where they can make a better living than in this country. 

18249. Where do they emigrate to ?—The most of our people are sea-
farming men, who go to the colonies in the course of their profession, and 
often settle there; and there has been a great deal of voluntary emigration 
from Shetland of late years. 

18250. There has been a great deal of emigration to the colonies from 
Lord Zetland's property ?—No, from Shetland generally. 

18251. And from the Zetland property also ?—Yes, many young men go 
abroad. 

18252. And thus the increase of population is provided for1?—Yes, the 
natural increase. 

18253. Has there been much poverty this last year in Shetland]— 
None at alL 

18254. Was there no failure of the potato crop last year?—No, 
nothing more than usual. 

18255. These tenants of Lord Zetland's are all fishermen, and a great 
many of the fishermen are in debt are they not 1—I am not aware of any 
of Lord Zetland's tenants being in debt. 

1825G. Have all Lord Zetland's tenants got boats and nets free1?—They 
are not all in the category you were asking me the previous questions 
about; I was speaking of the people alrover. 

18257. I presume a certain number of Lord Zetland's tenants are 
under advances from curers ?—Probably they will be. 

18258. How do they find money to pay their rents 1—Either off their 
crofts, or their earnings at sea. 

18259. But their earnings are pledged to the curer?—No, no pledge; 
it is a matter of arrangement that a portion of the earn'njs go to clear 
the price of the boat and goods. 

18260. If necessary would the curer advance the money for the rent 
too ?—Not necessarily, I am not aware of any cases of that that have come 
under my notice. 

18261. When is the fishing season here?—It usually commences in 
March and lasts till September. 
r 18262. Not the herring fishing?—No, but the combined fishings. 

18263. When are the prices of the fish fixed ?—Usually before they 
commence, in the winter season. The system has become very much 
assimilated to that which obtains on the Scotch coast 

18264. Are men engaged before hand at these fixed prices?—Yes. 
18265. And when does the settlement take place with them?—In 

October or November. 
18266. Those that are in debt receive advances in goods for their 

necessities ?—Not necessarily. 
18267. If they want advances do the curers who engage them not give 

them advances ?—If they require it, in special cases; there is no system 
of forced advance. 
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18268. But if a man is in debt, and has not ready money to purchase SHETLAND, 
what he requires, the curer by whom he is engaged usually gives him "~ 
what he requires ?—I think so ; they accommodate him in that way very E ™ K " 
frequently. j a m e s Arthur 

18269. Is the price which he pays for these goods he thus gets in Hay. 
advance diffierent from what he would pay if he paid ready money ?—I 
think not. 

18270. Is it not necessary when you give credit of that sort that you 
should ask something more ?—I never heard of two prices ; any one 
making a purchase might get discount for ready money, but the prices are 
the same. 

18271. The difference is in the way that the man gets discount1?—If 
you go to take credit from any tailor in London, I suppose you have that 
system. 

18272. I suppose meal is the principal means of subsistence here?—It 
is the staple food. 

18273. What is the price of nieal ?—I cannot say. It is regulated by 
the price in Aberdeen, or wherever it is imported from. It fluctuates with 
the market rate. All the stores keep these goods. 

18274. What is the price at present1?—I cannot say at this moment. 
18275. Lately ?—It varies. 
18276. But can you not say what it has been through the winter or in 

the spring ?—No, I am sorry to say, I have not paid that attention to it. 
18277. Lord Zetland's tenants are not bound to deal at any particular 

shops ?—Not at all. 
18278. It used to be the custom in some parts of Shetland for 

tenants to be bound to deal with certain shops ?—I do not look at it in 
that light; I think it was a necessity of the situation. The country is 
wide and the population sparse, and there are few places where people 
can get the necessities of life ; and they must go where they can set them. 

18279. It was for the convenience of the population that the proprietor 
erected a shop; but having erected it, was it not customary to bind the 
tenants to deal there ?—I do not know that it was compulsory ; it was a 
result of the situation. In former days the proprietor had, in a great 
measure, to support his tenantry when they were in very poor circum­
stances. 

18280. And you think they are less liable to be in poor circumstances 
than they were before ?—I think at present they are in fair circumstances 
all over the country. 

18281. Are you not aware of any case of compulsion on the tenants 
to deal with a certain shop ?—Not one in Shetland. I do not believe there 
is a case of compulsion in Shetland. 

18282. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—You say you have been about twenty-
five years in business, you must have begun very early1?—Yes, I com­
menced business early. 

18283. You succeeded some relative?—My father had been largely 
engaged in business. 

18283*. How long is it since he began business?—Probably about the 
commencement of the century. 

18284. You are a native of this town ? Yes. 
18285. In that way of conrse you are well acquainted with the place, 

and have spent all your days here?—Yes, I think I am pretty familiar 
with all the circumstances of the place. 

18286 With regard to Lord Zetland's own property, you have said that 
the rents have not been altered for a great number of years, and there are 
no arrears just now ?—Very slight,—in the case of a few widows, perhaps. 
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SHETLAND. 18287. You said that the rents of the smaller tenants ranged from £ 4 
~ to £7 , take a medium say of £ 5 of rent, can you give us any idea of the 

' extent of arable laud which a man paying £ 5 would have ?—Almost every 
James Arthur different farm varies, because there is so much grass and so much arable; 

Hay, I cannot answer that question. 
18288. Can you not say approximately how much arable land a man 

paying £ 5 of rent would have Ì—No. 
18289. Would he have five acres?—No, I do not think he would have 

five acres. He would have five acres including grass land. 
18290. No more than five acres including pasture?—The pasture is 

different. 
18291. But within his own exclusive enclosure, would he not have 

more than five acres of all classes of ground, including grass laud ?—He 
would. 

18292. You stated that Lord Zetland's rents were exceptionally low in 
regard to other properties, can you give us an approximate idea of what 
reuts are paid per acre ?—No, I could not say; I did not come prepared 
to do so. 

18293. Are you aware that in some cases, the rents are considered very 
high iu Shetland?—I have never heard any complaint of such a thing. 

18294. If there were such complaints you must have heard them?—I 
do not think there are any cases of rack renting in Shetland, that is a 
matter which cures itself very quickly, if the rents were too high, people 
cannot pay them and leave. They are bad payers if the rents are too 
high. It is one of the mistakes made, for in putting too high rents on 
the crofts, the landlord suffers. 

18295. Is there any competition for these small places?—No, not very 
great; there is no great demand at this moment by crofters for more 
farms. 

18296. When you mentioned that there were no ploughs, so that 
ploughs were getting fewer than formerly, you spoke about the soil being 
turned by the spade; did you mean the common spade?—The native 
spade is used. 

18297. Is it a long-headed spade?—It is not a heavy spade; it is one 
of very old date, one used with the foot. 

18298. Are there any complaints, geuerally speaking, in this island, on 
the part of small holders, on account of the rents, or that they are over­
crowded ?—No, I have heard nothing of the kind for many years; there 
has been no dissatisfaction expressed. There may be dissatisfied indi­
viduals, but there is no dissatisfaction whatever in the country. 

18299. Is the population of Shetland increasing or decreasing ?—It is 
about stationary, I think, in consequence of the emigration, and the 
ordinary outlets. 

18300. Are there any large farms or tacks on the Islands?—Yes. 
18301. Meution one or two of the larger ones and their names?—I am 

not sure of the largest, but there are a few in this neighbourhood. 
18302. Just take this neighbourhood?—The largest here is Binnsgarth, 

which belongs to my brother. 
18303. What estate is that on?—Sir George Hay's. 
1830-4. What rent does your brother pay?~-I think about £350 . 
1S3O5. What sort of a farm is it?—Combined agricultural and sheep 

farm. 
18306. Has your brother been in possession of it for sometime?— 

Yes. 
18307. Is it principally an agricultural farm?—It is chiefly a sheep 

farm combined with agricultural. 
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18308. W h a t becomes of the younger members of the family of a SHETLAND, 
crofter paying £ 5 of r en t ?— I th ink a great many of them find their way T ~" 
d i l jEf tn ICK. 

sewhere. 
18309. Supposing a man has five or six children, the eldest will James Arthur 

probably succeed to the croft, what will become of the other four?—If Hay. 
they are sailors, they go out into the world and probably settle elsewhere. 
In the case of daughters, they become servant girls and go elsewhere, and 
sometimes do not return. 

18310. Are you aware that , on the part of these younger members of 
the family, there is any clinging to their native homes, if they can get an 
opportunity of settling ?—I th ink not. I th ink they rather like to go 
elsewhere. 

18311. You think the seafaring life has a tendency to detach them? 
—Yes, I do uot think they have that earth hunger we heard talk of in 
the Western Islands. 

18312. W h a t about the assessments?—The poor rate and school rate 
are those principally complained of. I n large districts, with a small 
rental, the school rate particularly presses heavily upon the people. 

18313. "What is the highest rate you can recall to your recollection ?— 
Between 4s. and 5s. in the pound, one-half of which is paid by the tenant ; 
that is for school rate alone. 

18314. And what is the poor rate?—It is also very heavy in some districts. 
18315. Is that to some ex tent in consequence of the number of 

widows?—No, I th ink it is very much in consequence of mismanagement, 
and the want of a poorhouse. 

18316. You have no combination pooihouse to apply the t es t?—No . 
18317. And therefore you are compelled, to a great degree, to give 

relief ?—Yes. One fertile cause of the high rate is when people leave this 
country and get into bad health and poor circumstances, and we have no 
place to bring them back to, and we must submit to pay the same 
allowance as is given in larger places. The number of luuatics in some 
of the poorer districts also causes very heavy burdens. 

18318 . Where are your lunatics sent to?—Most frequently to Mont­
rose or Morningside. 

18319 . Are there any large proprietors in Shetland ?—There are several 
large proprietors. 

18320 . Who is proprietor of the lands chiefly about Lerwick?—In the 
neighbourhood of Lerwick there is no large proprietor. 

18321. Wi th in a circuit of five and six miles?—The island of 
Bressay is the property of Miss Cameron Mowat. 

18322. W h a t is the ex tent of tha t island ?—Three miles by two . 
18323. Is there not a Lady Nicolson who is a large proprietr ix?—She 

is not a very large proprietrix in this neighbourhood, but she is in 
different parishes. I think the chief property she has is in the island 
of Fetlar. She has twro-thirds of the island of Fetlar. 

18324. Are there a good number of small owners of land scattered 
over Shetland ?—Yes, a great many. 

18325. Have you proprietors, not feuars, of from £ 2 0 to £ 5 0 value ?— 
There are a great many of them. 

18326. What are the circumstances of these people? Do they labour 
their own land ?—Yes, they cultivate their own land. 

18327. Are these in fairly good circumstances ?—There are few pro­
prietors having property worth £ 5 or £ 6 who farm their own land. 

18328. Do the bigger ones—up to £ 5 0 — d o the same?—There are not 
many of that class. A man, as a little investment, may have that amount 
of land, and may let it to some one else. 
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SHETLAND. 18329. Can land be purchased in small quantities in country parts ? 
—When it comes into the market there is sometimes considerable 

LERWICK. c o r a p e t i t ion for it. 
James Arthur 1S33O. Suppose any one wanted land, could he get a small quantity? 

Hay. —-It would depend very much if there was any one wanting to sell. 
18331. Is there such land iu the market?—There is very little at 

present. Sometimes you see occasional advertisements of land for sale, 
but I am not aware of any just now. 

18332. In fact, the land is not changing hands much?—No. 
18333. Although the Earl of Zetland has not increased his rent, has the 

value of land risen ?—It is pretty stationary. There was some increase 
a few years ago ; but it has been in about a normal state for a long time. 

18334. Is there any improvement going on in the way of developing 
roads or making new roads ?—Each year there is always an increase in 
the extent of the roads, but it is done under the Road Act. 

18335. Is the assessment for roads heavy ?—No, very light indeed. 
18336. Is the town of Lerwick improving in value and rising in import­

ance ?—It has increased, to some extent, of late years. There is a great 
deal more building going on in consequence piincipilly of the fisheries. 

18337. Can anybody who wants to build a house get a site for it?— 
There is no difficulty hers. There is what is caUed the town property, 
and it can be feued by any one wanting it. 

18338. The town has got land outside the burgh boundaries ?—Within 
the burgh boundariea 

18339. Is it given off by a system of feuing or of sale ?—Feuing. 
1S34O. What is asked per acre for land closelo the town?—It is given 

off by the foot. 
18341. How much, in a good place, is charged per foot of frontage ?—I 

think it is limited to 6d. a foot in one line of street and 3d. in another, 
with a bonus of £ 5 . 

18342. Is the town hall we see here entirely erected at the expense of 
the corporation ?—No; it has been erected by a Limited Liability Com­
pany. 

18313. Mr Cameron.—You say the price of ponie3 has increased of 
late years; to what circumstances is that owing ?—To the diminished 
numbers, I think, as well as the demand for them for coal mines. 

18344. And not in any way on account of improved breed?—It has 
been attempted, but it lessens the value. Their value consists in their 
small size. If they exceed a certain size they are not suitable for coal 
mines, aud the cause of the iucrease in price is owing to the demand for 
the coal mines. 

18345. Are there any large breeders in the island?—The Marquis of 
Londonderry is the only large breeder. He has a farm for raising ponies 
for the purposes of his own coal mines. The farm is on the island of 
Noss and partly on the island of Bressay. 

1834G. Where is Noss?—Beyond Bressay. 
18347. Is the knitting industry a source of revenue to the people?—It 

is the chief occupation of the female population. 
18348. Can they make a good deal by it ?—Oh, yes. 
18349. Do they find a better demand for goods now than formerly 1— 

I believe Shetland hosiery has always stood very well in the market. 
18350. They get better prices now than formerly ?—I think so. 
18351. Has there been any alteration iu the breed of sheep of late 

years ?—The larger farmers have introduced cross-breds and Cheviots and 
Leicesters, but the crofters can only have the native breed. 

18352. Are the woollen goods made from the same class of wool as 
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formerly 1—So far as it can be got, but there is a good deal of imported SHETLAND, 
wool used. 

18353. Have the woollen goods not deteriorated in quality in conse- -jERW-c---
quence of the change of the breed of sheep 1 Is the native breed of sheep James Arthur 
becoming rare ?—I think it is ; I do not think there are so many as there Hay. 
used to be; the people pay no attention to the breeding of them. 

18354. Has the system tended to decrease the quantity of the native 
goods that go to the market, or to make the quality inferior 1—I do not 
think you would get the same quality of real pure Shetland wool now 
that you could have got many years ago. It is often bought up and 
taken away from the country. 

18355. The old breed of sheep produce a particular wool which forms 
the far-famed Shetland goods ?—Yes. 

18356. And it has rather diminished in quantity?—Yes ; I think there 
is not the same attention paid to keep up the breed. 

18357. But the crofters still adhere to the old breed themselves, and do 
not introduce the new kinds Ì—No, except in very few instances. 

18358. I suppose the climate would hardly suit, and opportunities of 
wintering are not good ?—If they did not provide winter food, they could 
not keep them. 

18359. You did not expect to be examined when you came here, I 
suppose ?—No, I merely came forward in deference to the request of the 
Commission. 

18360. If you had been prepared you would have been ready to answer 
some questions which you have not been able to do ?—Yes. 

18361. The Chairman.—Being factor not only for Lord Zetland, but 
for other proprietors, do you find there is a great difference in the scale of 
rental paid to different proprietors by the small tenants ?—I should say 
that our desire has been always on Lord Zetland's property not to press 
upon people, but to keep the rents moderate and have them well paid. 
There has not been the striving to raise the rent which an individual 
might have done on his own property. 

18362. But have the rents been considerably raised of late years on any 
properties 1—No, I think'not; not considerably, in comparison or in pro­
portion with the advance in the price of goods. 

18363. Tiere has been no raising of rents beyond a*justifiable propor­
tion, considering the advance in the price of stock ?—No, it has not been 
commensurate even with advance. 

18364. Are there any crofters or small occupiers living upon the large 
farms, and paying rent to the farmers ?—A few labourers, perhaps, for the 
purposes of the farm. 

18365. I don't mean farm servants, but labourers having employment 
on the farm ?—There will be in some cases. 

18366. Do they pay a much higher scale of rental to the farmer than 
the same people would do to the proprietor1?—No, they perhaps pay 
nothing. They get a house, and may give their labour. 

18367. Are their wages paid in money?—In money always. 
18368. There is no complaint in the country of the obligation to render 

service in labour or in kind ?—None whatever. 
18369. Is there any complaint of smaU holdings and alleged exhaustion 

of the soil by frequent croppings. There is no complaint, but there is no 
doubt the soil does not produce as it ought to do if it were cultivated 
properly. 

18370. Does it produce what it did in former times, or is there an im­
pression that the crop is smaller now than formerly 1—In cases where 
they are prohibited from taking the native soil off the hills, and they are 
not able to give it manure, it cannot produce the crops it did. 
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D. 18371. When they take native soil off the hills, do they take it off 
common pasture belonging to the croft ?—The pastures are almost all now 
subdivided, and each proprietor knows his own. They are not quite 

u r common ; the scatholds of the whole district are subdivided. 
18372. But several crofters or small occupiers have had their stock in 

common upon the hill ?—Yes. 
18373. When they carry away soil for the improvement of arable land, 

do they take it off their own pasture or anywhere 1—Anywhere. 
18374. Is there generally abundance of fuel ?—With a few exceptions. 

There are a few districts where it is rather difficult to get fuel, but almost 
every farm has abundance. 

18375. There is no complaint about it?—No. 
18376. Or on account of payment?—There is no payment for fueL 
18377. Is sea-weed used as manure ?—Where it is convenient. 
18378. Is any payment made for it?—None at all. 
18379. You mentioned that a great proportion of the commodities 

advanced to the fishermen and purchased by them consists of meal—what 
meal Ì Do they buy wheat flour now, or use oatmeal principally ?—Oat­
meal chiefly ; but there is a great deal of wheaten flour used. 

18380. Is the use of wheat flour increasing]—It is,—not to the advan­
tage of the people, I think. 

18381. Is the use of baker's bread increasing]—Very greatly, I think. 
18382. How is that procured—are there bakers established throughout 

the country, or do they bring it from the towns ?—There is a great deal 
sent from the town ; but iu two or three districts there have been bakeries 
opened of late years. 

18383. Would one probably find a loaf in a small occupier's cottage ?— 
I think so. 

18384. A baked loaf ?—Yes, I think so. 
18385. When they use the flour at home, do they take it in the form of 

bread or scones ?—Scones. 
18386. Is there any complaint of want of milk in the country ?—No, I 

think not. In the town, possibly, in a crowded season there may be, but 
never in the country. 

18387. They seem to be purchasing a greater proportion of their food 
of a superior description, though you say it would be better if they took 
oatmeal?—I think so. 

18388. Do they make many of their clothes at home?—In two or three 
districts they still make a good deal of the native cloth, but it is not 
general now. 

18389. When they make the native cloth do they make it of the wool of 
the native sheep, or do they purchase the wool from farmers ?—Native wool. 

18390. That is still made to a considerable extent ?—In two or three 
districts. 

18391. Are these native manufactures more substantial and lasting 
than the clothing they buy in shops ?—I think so ; more durable. 

18392. What are the districts in which the native looms are still pre­
served?—The parishes of North Mavine, Delting, and Aithsting, and 
there may be more. Wherever there is any number of sheep, the crofter 
will make use of the wool in making it into cloth. 

18393. When you say that the finest woollen fabrics were made of the 
wool of the native sheep, but that now more wool is imported and pur­
chased for the parties, what quality of wool is it that is purchased—is it 
Australian or Cape wool ?—I am sorry I cannot tell you. 

18394. Do you think there is any deterioration in the fineness of the 
native fabrics?—No, when you get the pure Shetland wool 
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18395. Is there any demand for Shetland sheep out of the is land?— SHETLAND. 

No. LET" 
18396. Are the native sheep consumed in the island?—Yes, there is a 

great sale for them here in town. They are brought here and offered in the James Arthur 
market, and bring high prices, taking into ace unit the size and weight. Hay. 

18397. On account of the quality of the mut ton?—Yes. 
18398. But still there is no exportation ?—Xo, not of sheep. 
18399. Are sheeps ever killed and eaten by the small occupiers them­

selves ?—I think so, in the winter season. 
18400. Is there any beef salted by the people for their own consump­

tion ?—Where they can afford it, they often join together and purchase or 
kill a cow at November time. 

19401. You stated that the houses of the small occupiers were built by 
the co-operation of the landlord and tenant?—Well , tha t is a common 
custom. Very often the landlord has to furnish the house entirely at 
considerable cost, and wheu he does so it ofteu brings the rental of the 
place beyond what the tenant can take out of the soil. 

18402. Suppose a small holding in which the old house has become 
intolerably bad, and a new house has to be constructed, what sort of a 
house would now be constructed say on Lord Zetland's estate ?—A stone 
and lime house. 

18403. How many rooms would it contain ?—Two rooms, with two 
large closets, perhaps. 

18404. Any accommodation upstairs?—Some of them put in a slight 
attic. 

18405. And what is the roof—slated ?—A great many of them are 
wishing to have the felt roofs, but we don't approve of them. The turf 
roof is considered preferable—a thatch roof. 

18406. Then a new house would still have a thatch roof ?—Yes. 
18407. Thatched with straw or grass ?—Straw. 
18408. Oat s traw?—Yes. 
18409. Then there are no slated houses being bui l t?—Very rarely. 

They come to be rather too expensive for the holdings. 
18410 . In these improved houses would the floors be wooden or paved 

or earthen ?—Wood in one end and earth in the other. 
18411. Would there be two chimneys in the house, or would the fire be 

lighted on the floor ?—Generally there are chimneys now in both ends. 
18412. Then is the house for cattle attached to the new cottage or is it 

separate ?—Very often attached. 
18413. But you enter the new house by an independent door ?—Yes. 
18414. Suppose the proprietor were obliged to furnish the whole of 

the new house, about what money value would it be ?—Not less than 
from £ 4 0 to £ 5 0 . 

18415. In the case of an occupier carrying materials to the ground— 
stores and so on ?—Yes, by arrangement it might be so. 

18416. But when the proprietor expends £ 4 0 or £ 5 0 in building a 
new house o a small holding, what rate of interest does the occupier 
pay?—He in very often asked to pay 5 per cent., bu t that sometimes 
comes to more than he can pay in addition to the previous rent. The 
landlord has often to furnish such houses, and get no return. 

1S417. Are a great number of the primitive houses still in existence in 
the country?—Yes, a great many of them ; and just from that cause, tha t 
the holding cannot bear the outlay necessary to pu t up an improved house. 

18418. I s there any improvement on the type of the old houses?—I 
think s o ; the people are improving very much themselves. 

18419. How were they built originally—entirely by the occupier ?—The 
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•SHETLAND, old system was, I believe, that the landlord contributed a certain part— 
the roof or portions of the building. 

LERWICK. 18120. Mr Eraser-Mackintosh.—You spoke about some people being 
James Arthur proprietors themselves of land of the value of £ 5 , what kind of house 

Hay. would these proprietors have 1—No better than the crofters. 
18121 The Chairman,—Are there any examples of small occupiers 

purchasing the fee simple of the holding of the house?—I am not aware 
of any. 

18122. They will probably have little opportunity of doing so?—I 
have heard of no case of that. 

18123. Are the fishermen ever proprietors of t own houses ?—No, 
unless they have had a little bit of property of their own. 

18121. Round the coast, are the fishermen ever proprietors of their 
houses ?—No. 

18125. Is there any desire to become proprietors—possessors of real 
property—amongst the people1?—I havs not heard of anything of that 
kind obtaining here. By agitation it may be created, but there is nothing 
of that sort just now. 

18126. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—Is it because it is so hopeless?—No, 
I have never heard of it. 

18127. What class of the people are building in the neighbourhood of 
the town—merchants who have made money in Lerwick ?—People in 
Lerwick. The population of the town is increasing so much it is 
necessary for them to build houses. A good many of the people—fisher­
men and others—find they cannot combine fishing and the crofting system 
together, and come into town and require accommodation. 

18128. They build their own houses?—When their means afford it. 
There is a difficulty in getting rooms to rent in the town. 

18129. The Chairman.—Are there any building societies in the town? 
—None. 

18130. None working for the purpose of making people proprietors of 
their own houses ?—No. 

18131. No movement of that kind ?-—No. 

LAURENCE JARMSON, South Connigsburgh (12)—examined. 
(See Appendix A, L.) 

Laurence 18132. TJie Chairman.—WTiat is your profession?—Fisherman and 
Jamison. crofter. 

18133. Were you elected by the people of South Connigsburgh?—Yes. 
18131. Will you tell us how you were chosen?—They just wished me 

to come here. Mr Clark, minister, and I were asked to come and 
represent the case. 

18135. Was there a meeting?—Yes. 
18136. About how many people were at the meeting?—A good many; 

most of the tenants were—most of the men. 
18137. The crofters and fishermen ?—Yes. 
18138. Were there fifty or sixty, or more ?—No, not that many. 
18139. Twenty or thirty ?-—About twenty. 
18110. And how many delegates did they elect ?—Only Mr Clarjj, the 

minister, and I. 
18111. And John Smith?—Yes. 
18112. Is he here ?—I do not know. 
18113. Have you got any letter to present on the part of the people? 

—Mr Clark had the minute of the meeting. 
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18444. Will you be so good as to make a verbal statement I—In the SHETLAND. 
first place, we complain about our rents being raised some time ago. Our T 

lands were raised very nearly a third, aud some more that, about ten or RWICK' 
twelve years ago. Some were raised as high as 13s. in the pound. Laurence 

18445. How many years ago ?—About ten or twelve years ago. Jarmson. 
18446. What else?—We found it was intolerable for us to pay this. 

We saw we could not pay it, and a lot of the men went to the proprietor 
land told him we could not pay it, and that we must have some reduction. 

18447. Who was the proprietor?—Mr John Bruce, jun., of Sumbru^h. 
18448. What happened then?—Then he drew out a statement for us 

to sign, that we would agree to fish to him from that day forward any 
time he might start a fishing station ; and we were not to lodge another 
fisherman without he fished for Mr Bruce ; or, if a father has sons, and 
they objected to fish for Mr Bruce, they would have to go. He gave 
some a reduction of 5s. and some more or less, when they signed that 
document. But I never signed this, to bind myself for lifetime; and 
each man ouly got so much when he did sign i t 

18449. Mr Cameron.—Have you a copy of that paper?—No; Mr 
Clark has it. 

18450. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—W^here is he ?—He is not through. 
18451. Has he come?—Yes, he was to come by land ; I came by sea. 
18452. You think he is on the way?—Yes, I think so; he told me 

last night he was to be here decidedly to day. A few years after that, the 
landlord came and took away our scathold from us—our hiU pasture. 
He came with another paper for us to sign to give it up, and perhaps it 
would do us no harm. Most of the tenants signed that they would give 
it up, but it was greatly against their wills. But they could do no other, 
because it was said we might be sent off if we disappointed the landlords 
and a good many signed it against their wills, to give up the hill. 

18453. The C/utirman.—Did he take the whole hill, or a portion of it ? 
—He took the whole hill first, and we had a debate with him, and we 
got back a portion of the worst of the hill, where our turf was cut after 
paying £20 for shifting his wire. The money was raised by us, and paid 
for shifting the wire. 

18454. Did he give you a reduction of rent when he took away the 
hill?—Not a penny. 

18455. How much of the hill pasture before was taken away?—Nearly 
three miles in the side of the square. 

18456. Three miles?—Three each way. 
18457. How much of that did they give you back?—We did not get, I 

think, but half a mile on the side of the square. It is a little angular, 
but if it were measured square, I don't think it would be much over 
half a mile. In addition to this, we have three days' work in the year for 
each merk of land we hold. 

18458. Has that always been paid?—Yes, that is in addition; and we 
have to pay a fowl for each man, with our raised rents. 

18459. Anything else?—That is about all. 
18460. Mr Cameron.—How many crofters are there in your district?— 

Perhaps forty or sixty, more or less. 
18461. How far do they live apart from each other?—Some live pretty 

close to one another, and some perhaps half or three quarters of a mile; 
the land is all divided, and each man has a bit all round him. 

18462. But how far would it be from the extreme end of the village to 
the other end; how far does one man live from his furthest off neighbour? 
—Pretty near two miles. 

18463. The crofts extend over a space of two miles?—Yes. 
4n 



1218 Highlands and Islands Commission. 

AND. 18464. How far do crofts extend to the back; how much hill pasture 
~" have you ?—Only a little bit, about two miles from the sea. 

' 18465. What amount of stock is kept by the crofters ?—Generally a 
Laurence cow and a pony. The smallest croft can only keep a cow, because we 
Jarmson. have no pasture for them to feed on; and if we keep more, we must lay 

down the croft to raise grass. 
18466. And no sheep?—Some have a few sheep kept on other men's 

scatholds. They get permission from the holders to keep one or two 
sheep, but a good many have none at all. 

18467. But no sheep are kept in the land properly occupied by these 
crofters ?—No, there is no room. 

18468. How much arable land is there on each croft?—From five to 
ten acres ; they vary a little. Five acres would be about the average, but I 
don't think the highest would much exceed ten acres. 

18469. Under what system of cropping is that land worked?—I think 
oats, bere, and potatoes. 

18470. How many shifts do you put it into?—Generally potatoes, then 
bere, then oats, and then it will come to bere again, and then to 
potatoes. 

18471. And no grass at all?—The most is laid down in grass; the best 
ground is never laid to grass. I am forty years on it, and there is some 
of the croft I never remember being laid to grass. 

18472. What steps do you take to renew the richness of the soil, which 
must be exhausted by that system ?—By manure. 

18473. What kind?—Sea-weed chiefly, because we are prevented from 
taking the soil off the hill. We used to go to the hill, and take off the 
soil and mix it with cow-dung to make manure; but we are greatly pre­
vented from taking this now, and the most we use is sea-weed. 

18474. Of course, you don't buy any artificial manure?—No, we are 
not able to buy it. 

18475. And you can make very little farm-yard manure with one cow? 
—Very little. 

18476. Is it the experience of the older people that the land has deteri­
orated in quality owing to cropping ?—Materially, since we were pre­
vented from taking the soil out of the hills to make manure. 

18477. Is that your own experience?—Yes, it is my own experience. 
18478. Do you find much difference in the seasons ; are they worse ?— 

No, they are sometimes better and sometimes worse—much the same as 
before. 

18479. What is the ordinary rent paid by each crofter in this village?— 
I do not think there is any so high as £12, and those on the smallest 
crofts will be paying £ 3 to £4 . 

18480. Does a man who has five acres keep a cow and a horse ?—He can 
scarcely keep a cow and a horse, but some keep two cows and two ponies. 
But the very lowest cannot keep a cow and a horse, only a cow. He will 
pay about £ 3 , holding five acres and a cow. 

18481. But this cow or these cows and ponies have outrun; you have 
some hill pasture, although not much?—Those who are farthest from it 
have no outrun at all. It is a long distance, and it is so small that our 
cows cannot travel to it. 

18482. The hill pasture is all in one block at one end of the village; 
is that it ?—Yes, the hill pasture goes right across to the sea; it is at one 
end of the village. 

18483. Then it is more availablo to crofters who live at one end of the 
village than to those at the other?—Yes. 

18484. And the distance is too far for your cows to travel?—Yes. 
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18485. How far would it be to the farthest extent ?—Fully two miles. SHETLAND, 
18486. What have you got yourself in the way of stock?-—I keep two T . 

cows. . . 
184S7. And how many acres of ground have you ?—About six or seven. Laurenco 
18488. And do your cows go to the hill pasture?—No, I feed them on Jarmson. 

straw in winter, and in the summer time they feed round the farm; 
and the poorest soil I lay down iu grass for them—soil which cannot bo 
wrought for any kind of grain. 

18489. You don't let them into the fields you cultivate?—No. 
18490. If they are not in the fields you cultivate, they must be outside ? 

—Yes, with a band on them. 
18491. On whose land?—They feed on the property for which I pay— 

on what we don't lay down in crop, and where grass is growing; there are 
bits of shallow, rocky ground which don't grow oats. 

18492. You don't include that in the six or seven acres of arable ground ? 
—Yes, I think it will be about that altogther. 

18493. That is within the cultivated area, and you prevent them from 
trespassing on the crop by a tether? —Yes. 

18494. And the land beside the cultivated bit of ground belongs to 
another ?—Yes. 

18495. There is no common grass beside your croft 1—No. 
18496. What do you pay for the land?—£4, 19s. 
18497. Was your rent raised at the time the rest were raised ?—Yes, 

all at the same time. 
18498. Was any reason given for raising the rents?—No, nothing; 

they just brought a letter at Whitsunday, stating we had to be prepared 
to pay such rents as might be demanded of us at Martinmas, and then we 
got a note of what our rents were to be. 

18499. That was twelve years ago ?—Ten or twelve years ago. 
18500. Did the crofters remonstrate at the time against this raising of 

the rents ?—Yes. 
18501. And was any answer or reason given in reply?—No; when the 

paper came out that we were to fish to him from that time in all time for­
ward, and he would give a reduction, I did not sign it, and therefore I 
had no reison given. 

18502. Do you think it was in order to get this advantage for the fish­
ing ?—I could not tell 

18503. All you know is that the rent was raised?—Yes. 
18504. Do you fish yourself much ?—Yes, I fish in the fishing season. 
18505. How long does it last?—It commences in March, and ends in 

the latter part of September. 
18506. It is the cod and ling fishing?—Yes, and the herring fishing 

too. 
18507. What kind of fishing is most renumerative ?—The herring fish­

ing, if it is anything good. 
18508. How long does it last?—Three and a half months. From the 

first of June to the latter end of September. 
18509. Has the herring fishing improved of late years?—Oh, yes, 

materiaUy ; from the time the Scotch curers came down and offered any­
thing like a price, men have been able to get big boats, and it has 
improved a great deal. But before, we got no price ; the landlords gave 
nothing of a price, only 7s. per stone or 10s. a cran or higher ; in rare 
years they might go the length of 12s. or 13s. 

18510. Did you always sell the fish to whomsoever you liked ?—Yes ; 
some time ago, thirty years perhaps, or over that, our fathers were bound to 
fish to the proprietor, and then some of them stopped it, and would not 
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SHETLAND, be bound at the low prices, and then the proprietor made them pay what 
he called fish profits. When there were two men in one house he 

LERWICK. m a ( j 0 them pay £ 1 , and where there was one man in a house 15s.; and 
Laurence t n e n t l i e y § o t fishing to any man they chose.* 
Jamison. 18511. What is the school rate in your parish?—I could not exactly 

say. 
18512. What do you pay yourself; what does it come to in the pound? 

—I think I pay 12s. or 14s. altogether in addition to the rent; the pro­
prietor takes it in, and puts on the poor rate and school rate on the rent. 

18513. A little above 3s. in the pound ?—Something thereabout. 
18514. "When you talked of your rent, did you include the rates in 

your rent ?—No, the bare rent. 
18515. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—You say that the proprietor has 

wanted three days' work for each merk of land, that is a day for each 
merk ; what kind of work is it you have to do ?—Agricultural labour; 
working on the farm generally. 

18516. Do you get anything for that?—No; and if we don't give the 
days' work, at Martinmas he charges 2s. for each day we don't work. If 
I work two days' work in the year he charges 2s. ; if I work only one 
day, he charges 4s. ; and if I don't work any of the three days, he 
charges 6s. 

18517. How much was your own rent raised at the time you speak of, 
ten or twelve years ago? It is now £4, 193., what was it before?— 
£ 3 , Is. 6d. 

18518. Did you get no advantage whatever from the proprietor when 
the rent was raised to the present sum ?—Nothing whatever. 

18519. You told us a good part of a hill was taken away from you at 
first: who has got the part of the hill that has never been given back to 
the people ?—The proprietor keeps it as a sheep farm for himself. 

18520. You have stated that the piece which was given back to you is 
not convenient for yourself personally; was any part of that hill suitable 
for you ?—Yes, it lay much nearer my tenancy than what we have at the 
present time. 

18521. Did the proprietor give any reason for taking away the whole 
of the hill pasture from you 1—No. 

18522. When the hill was taken from you, and he took your cattle, 
was it a favour for him to buy them, or would you rather have sold them 
yourselves ?—We would rather have sold them ourselves. 

18523. And he not only wanted to have your land, but he wanted also 
to take your cattle at his own price ?—They were called into a public 
sale, and if any person bought them, the money had all to go through his 
hands. 

18524. Was the township in arrears when this happened?—No, it was 
in arrears before, but they were wrought out mostly. 

18525. Was this £20 you speak of that was charged against you 
for removing the wire actually paid ?—Yes, it was actuaUy paid. 

18526. You said that you had received a notice that the increase of 
rent was to be put upon you at next Martinmas; when did you get notice 
of what the exact sum would be ; I think you mentioned you got notice 
by letter of what it was to be ?—Yes, but I could not exactly tell you 
what date it would be. 

18527. Was it some time after the term of Whitsunday?—Yes, we first 
got notice to be prepared to pay the rent, and then we got notice what 
it was to be. 

1S528. And that increased rent was to be paid at the first term ?— 
Yes. 

* See Appendix A, XLIX. 
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18529. You did not agree to fish for the proprietor 1—No, I did not SHETLAND, 
sign that paper, and got no reduction of rent. I did not bind myself to —~ 
fish to him, or make myself a servant to any man for a lifetime. LERW ICK-
, 18530. And you are paying the high rent ?—Yes. Laurence 

18531. Is there any body else paying it that you know ?—Yes. Jarmson. 
18532. They rather pay it than become bound to work?—Not the old 

rent; they got a little reduction, something betwixt the old rent and the 
first rent, but not so low as the old rent. 

18533. When you had the whole hill?—Yes, we had the whole hill at 
the time. 

18534. How is it working with regard to the other people who are 
fishing for him ?—He has never started a fishiug station yet; but they 
bound themselves, if he wished to take a station, to fish to him. 

18535. You are all fishing as you like?—Yes, at the present time. 
18536. Was not that system, wanting you to fish for him, going back 

to the worst kind of truck ?—Yes. 
18537. That is why you objected to it?—Yes. 
18538. It was not for the benefit of yourself and other crofters that 

this was going on ?—No, it was not. If we fished to him, we would have 
to take what prices he liked to give us ; and he would give us no notice of 
what the price was to be until Martinmas, when we came to settle, and 
we would have to take whatever prices he would give. 

18539. Who is this proprietor; has he long been proprietor?—It is 
about twenty years since he got the lease from his father. His father is 
living, and he got it from his father about twelve or twenty years ago. 

18540. Is he not laird or proprietor?—He is there, but his father is 
still living, and he is leasing under his father. 

18541. Have the family been long proprietors?—Oh, yes; I could not 
say when they came to be proprietors. 

18542. Was something attempted to be done to any other of the 
tenants of Sumburgh except yourselves?—At Dunrossness, they had to 
fisli for him when he got the lease from his father, and they are fishing 
for him yet. He has another place in Saudwick parish, but he did not 
ask them to fish much for him. 

18543. It is not fishing for his own family or table ; he sells them?— 
No, it is for fishing in the way of making a profit out of it, in the way of 
business. 

18544. Do the people in the townships feel very sore about this 
matter ?—Yes. 

18545. And that is the reason they had the meeting to delegate you 
and Mr Clark to come here ?—Yes. 

18546. Is there any such thing going on in other parts of Shetland?— 
I cannot tell. I don't travel much about. I should say every part is 
much the same. 

18547. There are similar things in other parts?—Yes. 
18548. Are the fishermen generally about here much in debt to the 

fish-curers and merchants ?—Some, buying big boats, had to get advances, 
and some of them have not got their boats cleared; but some of them are 
not due much. 

18549. Are you in debt yourself to any fish-curer?—No, I am not; 
but I have no share of a boat, I work on the half-catch system; if I had 
to go into a share of a boat, I would have to be a good deal in debt. 

18550. Supposing a man is dealing with a fish-curer, and that he is in 
his debt and gets money upon credit; and supposing there is another man 
who works for the same person, who is not in debt, will the fish-curer sell 
his goods cheaper to the mau who pays ready money than to the other ?— 
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Ye3, generally it will be from perhaps three to ten per cent, dearer if you 
come and go into the merchant's shop, and mark the goods until Martin­
mas ; it will be dearer than to the man who pays ready inone}'. 

Laurence 18551. Have you known it as high as teu per cunt.?—Perhaps not ten, 
Jamison. but from three to five per cent. 

18552. Five per cent, is not very much ; it is the common discount on 
many things ?—No. 

18553. Do you say it does not exceed more than five per cent. ?—I don't 
know exactly, because I never had much, I have dealt a little that way, 
but never a great deal. I always deal on the ready money system. 

18554. In speaking to other people in that position, have you heard 
them saying of what they have been obliged to pay when getting goods 
on credit 1—Yes, I have always heard that it was a good bit dearer than 
ready money. 

18555. Sir Kenneth Mackenzie.—Does the landlord prevent the mer­
chants from establishing shops on the property ?—He did once, but there 
have not been many shops established lately. I don't think he would 
prevent it so much now ; but once he did prevent it. 

18556. But that is done away with now?—Yes, to a great extent. 
18557. You have no difficulty in finding merchants within reach of 

you ?—No. 
18558. Professor Mackinnon.—You say you fish on the half-catch 

system. What is that system ?—Getting one half of what is caught, 
as a shareholder in the boat—oue half of the produce of the boat. We 
would gross £100 , and £50 would go to hold up the boat and gear, and 
£ 5 0 would be divided amongst us for prosecuting the fishing. 

18559. The boat belongs to the fish-curer ?—The boat I go on does not; 
but there are fish-curers who have boats in the same way. 

18560. They lend the boat and gear, and keep them in good order 
and they get half the value of the fish ?—Yes. 

18561. And the crew get the other half ?—Yes. 
18562. Is the boat you work in at the herring fishing or at the cod and 

ling?—All together. 
18563. Is it a large boat?—Forty-four feet keel. 
18561. When the curer advances money to a crew to buy a boat of 

that kind, what is the exact nature of the arrangement between them with 
respect to paying back the money?—The general way of paying it back is 
thathegets the one half of the fish to go to the debt of the boat until it is paid 
up, and, according as his men and he arrange, a little interest is taken on 
the balance—from three to five or eight per cent, as they arrange about i t 

18565. And whose is the boat meanwhile?—The boat is held by the 
fisherman. 

18566. From the day he takes possession?—Yes, until he clears her. 
18567. Do they insure these large new boats?—Some of them do. 
18568. The fishing has been very successful this year?—No, it has 

almost failed this year as yet. 
18569. But there is a great deal of the fishing seasou before you?— 

Yes, the most important part is still to come. 
18570. There is a large number of Isle of Man boats in the harbour 

here ?—Yes. 
18571. They are larger than yours?—Yes. 
18572. Are they better?—There is more accommodation for the men 

lying away from home, but our boats lying near our homes, are as good 
for us. 

18573. They suit the Isle of Man people better because they can live 
in the boats ?—Yes. 
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18574 . How long have you been paying rent yourself for your croft 1— SHETLAeX 
For twenty years. 

18575. W h a t was your rent when you began to pay 1—£3, Is . 6 d LEKWICK. 
18576. I think you said that twenty-five years ago the rent was smaller, Laurence 

when the people were obliged to fish for the proprietor?—Yes. Jamison. 
18577. And when the proprietor lost tha t privilege, he charged them a 

sum of money which virtually made a rise of rent ?—Yes, he called i t his 
fish profit, and, somehow or other he could not keep up tha t charge, and 
then he made up the rent. 

18578. And then he raised the rent from £ 3 , I s . 6d. to £ 4 , 19s.?— 
Yes, and a few years after tha t he took our scathold from us. 

18579. The hill pas ture ; and afterwards a bit was restored ?—Yes. 
18580 . About the wire fence for which you paid £ 2 0 — w h o made the 

charge?—The proprietor. The proprietor said it would cost £ 2 0 to move 
it ,—to put the wire down. After long debate with him—we could not do 
without some part of the hill—he said he would give us this back if we 
would pay £ 2 0 for shifting the wire. 

18581. You say you are prohibited from taking soil out of the h i l l ; do 
you consider that a grievance ?—Yes, that is a great disadvantage. 

18582. W e r e you not aware tha t it was injuring the pasture very 
much?—Well , to some little ex tent it might, bu t there was plenty depth 
of ground left on it. W e were leaving plenty depth of earth. 

18583. You think it was not injuring the pasture so much as it was 
improving the tillage of the croft ?-—No; and where we were taking that 
turf off it is all grown over now with grass the same as it was before. 
You would scarcely know it had ever been taken off. 

18584. Are you prevented taking it off the small bit of hill pasture 
which remains with you ?—Yes, to some ex tent he is stopping us taking it 
off. An officer was on the property some few weeks ago asking who had 
been cutting it off, and they would not inform one on another, and said 
they could all be fined ; and they are now fearing they will have a fine to 
pay for taking it off at the coming Martinmas. 

18585. In addition to this rent of £ 4 , 19s. you have three days' labour 
for each merk of land?—Yes. 

18586. What is the size of a merk?— I t varies. 
18587. How many merks have y o u ? — I have three. 
18588. And you also give three hens?—Yes. 
18589. A merk, in your case, would be very near two acres?—About 

two acres. 
18590 . That is an old custom in the country?—Yes, I believe an old 

Danish system of keeping up the measure of land. 
18591. W h a t you call scathold is what we caU hill pasture, at the back 

of the turf dyke 1—Yes. 
18592. The deep sea fishing begins in March and ends in September? 

—Yes. 
18593. After the harvest work of the croft is done what do people do 

in winter and early spring ?—Generally the fishermen are mending nets and 
preparing for fishing, and we have to bring the peats from the hills on our 
backs. 

18594. You have ponies ?—I have none, and many more are like me. 
If you go through the country you will see little baskets of straw, and we 
go to the hill with these for our fuel. And, if it is a fine day, we may go 
out along the shores fishing with the small boat for haddocks. The name 
for the deep sea fishing is the haaf. 

18595. Wha t is shore fishing called ?—Generally going with haddock 
or hand lines ; aud when a heavy gale throws sea-weed ashore, we gather 
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SHETLAND, it for manure; and with that and procuring fuel, we are always 
i ~T~ busy. 

____*-- 18596. You settle beforehaud the price of the fish with the curer at the 
Lamvnce commencement of the season ?—Yes, with the Scotch carers we always 
Jamison. know the prices before we start. 

18597. And is it with Scotch curers you work ?—Yes, but with the 
Shetland curers we generally never know the price until we come to settle. 

18598. Supposing you didn't know the price of the fish, and that you 
were drawing from him, all the while, goods for the support of your family, 
do you also know the price of the goods ?—Always. 

18599. Is it the common habit to keep a book ?—Yes. 
18600. For each family ?— Yes. 
18601. And the settling time comes about November, and a balance is 

struck ?—Yes. 
18602. And, if there is a balance in favour of the fishermen it is paid 

in money?—Yes. 
18603. With an ordinary year, and in the ordinary run of the country, 

is it common for a balance to be in favour of the fishermen?—With a few 
it is, and with a lot it is not. 

18604. And which is oftenest?—It is as often against the fishermen a3 
with him. 

18605. Taking one year with another ?—Yes. 
18606. Is it the practics yet for small boys to be employed?—Yes. 
18607. And do they have separate accounts of their own with the curer? 

—Yes. 
18608. They are paid their own accounts?—Yes. 
18609. And are settled with, once a year, in the same way ?—Yes. 
18610. WTiat is the earliest age at which they commence?—Twelve or 

thirteen or fourteen years of age. 
18611. Do the School Board allow them to be employed at twelve ?—No; 

but before the School Board was they were, and even fully as early as 
twelve ; necessity bound many of them to go and work for themselves then. 

18612. How do the Isle of Man fishermen cure their fish—in their 
own boats ?—No, I think they are fishing to curers here. Their boats are 
too sniaH for curing on the boats. 

18613. But they carry a large number of nets?—Yes. 
18614. You say your proprietor on one part of his property has still 

people under contract to fish for him?—Yes. 
18615. Are there other proprietors who still act on the same principle? 

—I could not say. 
18616. Can you tell me if there are any Shetland curers who have 

tenants under themselves, who pay rent for their croft, and who are bound 
to go and fish to him?—This same proprietor at Dunrossness has tenants 
paying for their crofts, and who are bound to fish to him. 

18617. But do you know if there is any curer in the country who 
rents land and sublets it to crofters who pay him for their crofts, and who 
are also bound to fish for him ?—No, I know of none of that description now. 

18618. There used to be?—Yes, there was, but I know of none 
now. 

18619. I understand you to say you don't know, except your own pro­
prietor, whether there are other proprietors who have people fishing for 
them 1—There might be in the north, but there are not so far as I aui 
aware, in the south, any proprietors whose tenants are bound to fish for 
them, except Bruce at Dunrossness. 

18620. And he has not established a curing station in your portion 
of his estate ?—No. 
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18621. But he has some of his people bound to fish to him, if he SHETLAND, 
choose ?—Yes. T 

I R I" W I PIT 

18622. There are many like yourself not bound?—Yes, but the great J 
majority bound themselves. Laurence 

18623. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—Was it you who spoke out?—No, Jamison, 
some the men, at the time south, were sailing, and some at the same time 
as I didn't do it. 

18624. Professor Mackinnon.—Were you ths only one at home who 
would not pay?—No, there were one or two besides myself. 

18625. And your rent was not reduced?—No. 
18626. And were the rents of the others reduced?—Some five and some 

ten per cent. 
18627. Sheriff Nicolson.—What price did you get last year for cod and 

ling?—8s. 6d. for ling, and 7s. 6d. for cod, and 5s. 6d. for tusk. 
18628. For what quantity?—By the hundredweight. 
18629. Has the price risen very much within the last twenty or thirty 

years, or has it remained much the same ?—It has risen a little within 
the last twenty years, but before that it was as high as what it is now 
almost. Before that, about forty years ago, it was pretty nearly as high 
as it is now. It got much lower twenty or thirty years ago. It was 
then as low as 4s. 6d. a cwt. 

18630. Was that because the take of fish was so great ?—No, the mer­
chants said the price was so low south, where the fish were sold, that 
they could pay no more. But it has increased from that up till last year, 
when it was 8s. 6d. a cwt. 

18631. Professor Mackinnon.—I suppose you know the southern 
markets now better than you did twenty years ago ?—Oh, yes. 

18632. Sheriff Nicolson.—At what time of the year is the price of the 
fish fixed ?—At Martinmas, generally, we settle. Some curers may make 
an offer in spring when they commence to fish, but, as a general rule, it is 
only when you come to settle that the curer tells you. Perhaps he says 
that is all he can afford to give; but it has lately been more prevalent to 
know the price of the fish when several boats come down. They won't fish 
without knowing the prices, and the curers who employ them have to fix 
the prices. But before that, we could not get a price; we had to take 
what we could get when the fishing was finished. We didn't know what 
we were fishing for until it was got. 

18633. Was it the custom in your part of the country when fish were 
being dried to get the people to spread them out ?—A man undertakes 
to cure the fish for so much a ton, to dry fish for the curer, and he can 
employ labourers to work, and he has to pay the labourers 

18634. The Chairman.—You told us the proprietor made you pay £ 2 0 
for shifting a wire fence. Is the wire fence now put round the arable 
ground of the crofters or round the hill pasture ?—Round the hill pasture. 

18635. Is it useful to the crofters where it now is?—No, it is of no use, 
because he has occupied it and the bit he left is of little benefit, because 
it is the worst of the hill. 

18636. But is the wire fence round the small piece you have?—No, 
there is no wire fence round it, and we had to pay for removing it. 

18637. What has he done with it?—Put it upon the new enclosure. 
18638. The wire fence is of no use to you?—No, it is a great entrap­

ment, because it is not sufficient to keep out our old Shetland sheep, and 
every time he catches our sheep we have to pay for them. 

18639. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—It is good enough for the big sheep ? 
—Sometimes a few of them will come through, but not often. Every 
time he catches our sheep inside we have to pay 6d. a head for them. 
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LlCRWJCK. 

Laurence 
Jamison. 

SHETLAND. 18640. The Chairman.—If there were no fences their sheep would go 
still more frequently in upon his land ?—Yes. 

18641. What can you seU off your croft; are you able to sell an 
occasional stirk ?—I can seU nothing unless an old cow, and then I have 
to buy a young one for it. 

18642. But if you have two cows, can you not raise a young one your­
self ?—Sometimes, and sometimes I must cut off the old oue wheu I am 
bringing up the young one. 

18643. Do you never sell a calf or stirk?—Very rarely. 
18644. If you sell a stirk how much do you get for it ?—-Generally £1 

for every year of their age—£2 for a two-year-old, and so on. 
18645. Do your neighbours not get more than £ 2 for a stirk one year 

old Ì—They never get £2 ; they may get a little over £1 if they are a 
little fatter or leaner, but never over £2. 

18646. When you buy a cow how much do you pay?—£6 or £7—say 
from £5 to £8—the prices vary. 

18647. When you sell a cow how much do you get ?—From £3 to £ 5 ; 
very seldom below £ 3 . 

18648. Mr Fraser Mackintosh.—Is the proprietor in the habit of exact­
ing the sheep money from you ?—Yes. 

18649. The money is paid before the sheep are let out?—Yes, I have 
no sheep to pay for; but the tenants have to pay. 

18650. Is that going on every year ?—Yes. 
18651. You say that the labour you were obliged to give was for 

agricultural work to the proprietor ?—Yes. 
18652. Has the proprietor no agricultural labourers of his own ?—Yes, 

he keeps a ploughman there regularly working, but we have to do and 
work three days' work for him. 

18653. Tiie Cliairman.—When you come to work for him the three 
days' labour do you get food?—Yes, we get breakfast and dinner. 

18654. Mr Cameron.—But you can compound that for days' wages?— 
Yes, he charges 2s. per day. 

18655. Pofessor Mackinnon.—If you work more than three days you 
get 2s. for the odd days ?—I do not think he would take us to work odd 
days. I never went except three days. 

18656. What is a day's wage in the place?—I could not say —2s. to 
2s. 6d. 

[ADJOURNED.] 

MID YELL. 

RAKFIHTH. 

James A. 
Campbell. 

RAEFIRTH, MID YELL, SATURDAY, J U L Y 14, 1883. 

Present:— 

Lord NAPIER AND ETTRICK, K.T., Chairman. 
Sir KENNETH S. MACKENZIE, Bart. 
DONALD CAMERON, Esq. of Lochiel, M.P. 
C. FRASER-MACKINTOSH, Esq., M.P. 
Sheriff NICOLSON, LL.D. 
Professor MACKINNON, M.A. 

JAMES A. CAMPBELL, Minister, Fetlar (38)—examined. 

\^<òò1. The Chairman.—Are there any delegates present from your 
district?—No. After intimation was received that the Commissioner-" 
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were to come here, a meeting of the people was called and some nine or MID YELL 
ten appeared. 1 explained to them the object of the Commission, and 
pressed them greatly to attend and give evidence, but none of them I ' 'R1" 
would consent to come, partly, perhaps, because they did not like, and James A. 
partly because they would have a feeling in speaking in regard to the CaxnpbeL. 
proprietor before the Commission. On my suggestion another meeting 
was called shortly after that on a Saturday night, when the fishermen 
where home from sea, so that all who cared to be present might be there. 
I could not be present as I had to be at Lerwick ; but at that meeting no 
definite conclusion was come to. When I returned I pressed them 
individually—privately, some of them—to attend and state what were 
their grievances, and what they thought would be for the benefit of the 
crofters; and none of them would agree to come. Last night when I 
heard the meeting was to be to-day, I tried three or four of them, and two 
specially. One of the two agreed to come on condition that another 
would, but the other would not come, and I have come myself. I am 
sorry none of the islanders have come themselves. 

18658. How far is your parish from Raefirth?—Seven miles by sea, 
it is the island which was on your right when coming up the sound. 

18659. As you are here we will ask you to give evidence first. How 
long have you been settled at Fetlar ?—Two years in September next. 

18660. From what part of the country do you come—are you a native 
of Shetland ?—No. 

18661. From what part of Scotland do you come—where were you 
born and brought up ?—The Isle of Man j but I only lived the first 
fourteen years of my life there. I had charge of a chapel of ease at 
Quarter near Hamilton, in a mining district. 

18662. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—You are a Scotsman?—Yes, by 
parentage. 

18663. You consider yourself a Scotsman ?—I suppose so. 
18664. The Chairman.—Since you have been settled at the manse of 

Fetlar, have you been at all engaged in agriculture—have you a glebe 
which you cultivate yourself ?—I have a glebe and cultivate it myself. 

18665. Have you a large glebe?—It is about ten or twelve rnerks; 
and there is some scathold in connection with it. 

18666. Have you any statement you would like to make spontaneously 
respecting the condition of the people—first with reference to their 
husbandry and agriculture, and then with reference to then.' fishing ?— 
In regard to the agricultural pursuits, they are really very limited, the 
most of them just have what you could call small crofts, which are 
worked in a primitive way. They dig their crofts with the spade—they 
have no horses capable of ploughing—and the consequence is that there 
is a great deal of work entailed upon the women. In regard to the oats 
and potatoes which they sow, a great many of them have been sowing 
the same seed which they were using twenty-five years ago in oats and 
potatoes. 

18667. Do they observe any systematic rotation ?—Yes, I believe some 
of them plant turnips year after year on the same ground, and have 
done so for upwards of nine or ten years together. As regards oats and 
potatoes the ground is varied, but many keep a piece of ground for 
turnips and sow them there year after year. 

18668. Do they put the land which they sow in oats and potatoes 
alternately into pasture and keep it in pasture any time ?—They leave it 
fallow, but they do not put it on grass; if they sowed grass they would 
not get the benefit of it. I t is left to grow what will grow upon it, but 
it is left fallow. 
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&1ID YELL. 18669. There is a good deal of it left fallow iu that way 1—Yes, there 
is I suppose from a quarter to a third of the land left in that way. 

RAEFuau. 18670. Do you hear it aUeged that the land is less productive—that 
James A. ^10 average production is smaller than in the olden times ?—I have heard 
Campbell, several say the potato crop is not only worse as regards disease, but that 

the bulbs are smaller. 
18671. Have you heard it aUeged of the oats that the return is smaller? 

—I don't remember distinctly at this time of any person saying that; but 
the Shetland oats, as sown in Fetlar, are an exceedingly poor crop—ex­
ceedingly short. 

18672. How many grains would be considered a satisfactory return in 
the season—an ordinary average return ?—If they get a return of nine 
they would consider it good. 

18673. Of oats?—Yes. 
18674. That would be good in a poor district of Scotland?—Well, 

they consider that extra good. 
18675. Do you think they get in an average season more than five or 

six ?—I don't think they do. 
18676. Have you heard it stated that they sometimes don't get more 

than three?—Sometimes they hardly know what they get, it is so short, 
and so poor; I have heard people say that. 

18677. But still you think five or six must be set down as an average ? 
•—Well, last year was a very good year in Fetlar at least, and I think 
they would set it down at six last year; but it was a very good year. 

18678. Do you hear any complaints of progressive subdivision of the 
crofts 1—No, not of late, it has not been done of late. 

18679. Is there any movement towards fencing or enclosing as between 
croft and croft ?—None whatever. 

186SO. Is there any movement towards the fencing of the hill pasture 
from the pasture of the adjacent holdings, or adjacent townships or farms 
•—are there any wire fences being put up ?—There was one wire fence 
put up in the east part of the country lately, but, as a rule, there has 
been no fencing since the late proprietor—Sir Arthur Nicolson—died. 
In the latter part of his life he did fence in scathold and make parks 
for private purposes, in which people were not allowed to graze. 

18681. But where common pasture or scathold exists in its original 
form, is it generally fenced with a wire fence, or open to adjacent 
scathold ?—There is no wire fencing; there are what they call small turf 
dykes. 

18682. But there are such round the scathold generally?—There are. 
18683. And are they effective in preventing the stock of one scathold 

going on to another?—If an animal were so inclined they would not 
keep it i n ; but I don't hear any complaint of the animals of one hamlet 
getting into another scathold. 

18684. Are there any large tacks or farms?—No, none; I think the 
largest is the farm of Salter. 

18685. There are no large sheep farms whatever?—None. 
18686. Do you think that the fencing of the different croft3 or holdings 

from each other would be an important element of improvement?— 
PersonaUy I think it would, but I cannot speak for the islanders ; many 
of them, I believe, are against it. 

18687. What reason do they allege against fencing between them­
selves ?—It is very difficult to get a reason, simply, I suppose, because 
they have been so long accustomed to being without fences. 

18688. You say that without fences it is impossible to have improved 
crofts?—Well, no person would sow grass unless they were sure they 
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RAEFIRTH. 

James A. 
Campbell. 

would get the benefit of it j if they sowed it in grass their neighbours MID YELL 
would get as much benefit as themselves, because after the crop is cut 
the animals are turned loose to winter over the crofts and scathold as 
they please. 

18689. If there were fences erected between the different holdings, 
what ought those fences to be—would turf dykes be sufficient, or should 
they be substantial stone waUs?—ReaUy I could hardly say. My own 
opinion would be that a wire fence would be sufficient. A stone dyke 
would be more permanent and probably better, but I think a wire fence 
would probably do. In regard to the scathold being taken under the 
late Sir Arthur Nicolson, the present liferenter—Lady Nicolson—has not 
in her day, I believe, curtailed the pasture at all. The complaint the 
people make now of having their pasture shortened is owing to what was 
done by the late Sir Arthur, not by the present liferenter. 

1S69O. But when the scathold pasture is taken in and subdivided and 
formed into aUotments, how is that done—is it done on the instigation of, 
and on the proposal of the landlord 1 I understand that the scathold is 
a common pasture in its original form?—Yes. 

18691. Then it is sometimes, in virtue of an order of the court, 
taken in and subdivided, and fences put up, and then those different 
portions are appropriated to the different occupiers. It was not an 
allocation of scathold at aU, but simply that when the proprietor wished 
to run a dyke across he would do so, and enclose in it Avhat he called the 
park on his own scathold which had been before the privilege of the 
islanders to use. This was an alienation or reduction of the area of 
common pasture ?—Yes ; it was done by the late proprietor and not by the 
present liferenter. 

18692. There are three proprietors ?-—Yes, and Lord Zetland and Lady 
Nicolson are the principal ones. 

18G93. Has there been any formal allocation of common pasture1?—I 
think not. It has been between the various proprietors—between Lord 
Zetland and Lady Nicolson, and there was a subdivision there. 

18694. And there has been no allocation of common pasture between 
the smaH occupiers ?—None. 

18695. Is it within your experience that such aUocation has taken 
place elsewhere—a subdivision of common pasture amongst common 
occupiers 1—No, it has not 

18696. Besides fencing is there any other proposal for improvement 
that you can make ?—Some tenants would like a lease, and others again 
would not. But again, if you take my opinion, I think a lease would be 
much more satisfactory, because when a man came to find he had a hold 
on his property for a number of years he would be much more inclined 
to put his land in good order and keep his house tidy ; although, at the 
same time, there has not been in Lady Nicolson's time any removal of 
any tenant so far as I am aware. 

18697. In recommending leases would you prefer that the conditions 
and duration of the leases should be left to the occupier and the landlord, 
or do you think that there might be a legislative enactment which would 
give the people generally the right to claim a lease of a number of years— 
nineteen or twenty-one years or whatever it was ?—That is a question I 
can hardly answer. I should certainly be inclined to suggest that, in the 
event of legislation, leases should not be for less than a certain 
time. 

18698. If there were a lease under legislation, what is the length of 
lease you would be inclined to suggest. I would not be inclined to allow 
a lease to be given under nine years. 
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18699. What do you think would be the best length of lease?—That 
is a very difficult question to answer indeed. 

18700. With reference to the breed of cattle, has there been in your 
island any attempt to alter or improve the breed?—WeU, unless, 
perhaps, at the manse and on Lady Nicolson's own estate, I do not 
think there has been, and some of the cattle are of a very small kind. 

18701. In what direction has the improvement been at the manse and 
the estate ?—By the introduction of new blood. 

18702. What blood ?—Crossing Shetland cattle with south country-
cattle. 

18703. Ayrshires or shorthorns?—Shorthorns, I think. And then 
the proprietor gets cattle brought into the island, and they remain, and 
those on the island cross with them, and they are left very much to run, 
themselves, on the hill. 

18701. Have any of the West Highland breed been introduced?—Not 
so far as I know. 

18705. Do you think there is any reason why a heavier or larger class 
of cattle might not be generally got'(—I do not know any reason and I 
have advocated it with the islanders. I don't think the difference in 
food would be so much, and even if they only kept one animal for three 
just now, they would have a better chance of getting a good price than 
by keeping the smaU cattle. 

18706. And are those small cattle ever sold for exportation to the 
Scotch market ?—They are sold to buyers of cattle who come to Fetlar 
and purchase from the islanders. 

18707. And carry them to the mainland?—I suppose they do. 
18708. Not only to the Lerwick or the native market?—No, I think 

they are taken south. 
18709. Are they generally sold at one or two years old?—Geneially 

three years old. 
18710. What sort of prices are got ?—From £ 3 to £ 7 for three-year-

olds. 
18711. Do you think a much better and heavier description of 

stock could be raised in the islands which would sell at a higher price ?— 
I think so, for Fetlar is a fertile island, and there is a good pasture over 
it. 

18712. How would you provide wintering food for them ?—By having 
larger crofts. 

18713. How do you propose to extend the area of the crofts—you say 
there are no large farms ?—There are no large farms, but there is plenty 
unused ground which is quite arable, I believe, and a great deal, without 
very much drainage, would grow exceUent oats and potatoes. Fetlar is a 
very fertile island. 

18714. Mr Cameron.—Do most people in your parish engage in 
fishing operations while the season lasts ?—A few go to the fishing, but 
at the present time, I think, there are only five boats in the island engaged 
in fishing. The fishing station is on the most exposed part of the island 
facing the south-east. 

18715. Is there a want of accommodation or only poor accommoda­
tion ?—There is no accommodation at aU in the way of a pier. 

18716. Can you suggest any mode by which the fishing industry 
might be improved ?—Unless Uyea or Rostar there is no other place 
where a pier could be placed except at very great expense. But I 
believe, at this place a pier could be built without very great cost A t 
one of these places there are remains of an old pier, which would not take 
very much to be put right for a fishing station. 
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18717. Has that ever been made the subject of remark by the people MID YELL, 
themselves ?—Frequently. _, 

18718. How many boats are there engaged in the fishing trade through ' ' 
the island ?—Five at present. James A. 

18719. Might there be more according to the population ?—I think CampbeU. 
there might if they had only money to get them. 

18720. How many families are there in the island1?—I could not tell 
you—the population, I think, is 425. 

18721. Probably fifty or sixty?—Between seventy and eighty families 
I think. 

18722. And only five boats'?—Yes, but there are a few men fishing in 
other places—at Unst and Mid YeH. 

18723. And those five boats take a crew of from six to eight men?— 
They hold six; because there is no accommodation, in the meantime, for 
large boats at the island. 

18724. At what age do lads begin to go to sea ?—About fifteen and 
upwards. 

18725. Do you find their going to sea interferes with their education? 
—No, whether they go to sea or not they generally leave school about 
the age when they need not go, after thirteen. 

18726. Is education, in the district, on a satisfactory footing ?—Yes, it 
is. The teacher, just now, is leaving his house, and although he has not 
presented many pupils, he has passed, I think, for the last three years 
100 per cent. 

18727. Does the School Board work harmoniously ?—Very. There 
are three members in Fetlar, and four in North Yell—seven altogether. 

18728. Are the farms in Fetlar of the same size, one with another, or 
do they vary in size ?—With the exception of the one which I said was 
ten acres, most of them will run from three to five merks or acres—a 
merk is generaHy about an acre. 

18729. From three to five merks, and hLU pasture besides ?—Yes. 
18730. What number of cattle do they keep?—Principally two milk 

cows and two or three growing up to sell; those of them who are fairly 
prosperous have been doing that. 

18731. And ponies?—They have aU some ponies, and need them for 
bringing home their fuel. 

18732. Do they breed ponies ?—Yes, from time to time. They sell 
ponies, and that is about the chief means they have of making their rent. 

18733. Where do they sell them ?—Fetlar, I believe, has a good name 
for ponies, and people I believe come into the island from other places 
and purchase them. 

18734. Are there dealers who come and buy ponies as they do cattle? 
—WeU, you might call them dealers. There are people who come and 
traffic a good deal with the farmers. 

18735. I mean do they come to the island and buy a lot of ponies and 
take them away ?—Yes, they have done that since I came to Fetlar. 

18736. And the tenants may expect the same men to come round 
each year ?—I could not say as to that. I have only been two years in 
the island, and there have been several different people coming in that 
time. 

18737. But there is a good market for ponies?—Yes, there is no 
difficulty.in disposing of the ponies. 

18738. Do they keep sheep on the hill ground ?—A very few of them 
may have a few sheep, but I don't think many of them keep 
many. 

18739. Arc the sheep of the old breed thoso which produce fine wool?—T 



• 

1232 Highlands and Islands Commission. 

MID YELL, don't think there is one in Fetlar now; they are all cheviots and cross-
w hreeds. 

KAEFIHTH. 18740. But you heard that there used to be an old breed of Shetland 
James A. sheep in the island ?—There was, and there are some that come pretty 
Campbell, near the breed yet They are small and fine, but as a rule the sheep 

kept have at least a good deal of Cheviot blood in them. 
18741. I suppose there is not much knitting industry in Fetlar ?—Oh, 

yes, the young women knit, > i'aey have a good deal of difficulty in 
finding a market. 

18742. Where do they get the wool?—They buy it from their 
neighbours in the other islands. 

18743. Do you believe the old breed of Shetland sheep is dying out? 
—I think there is no doubt of it. 

18744. If the knitting industry is flourishing how do you account for 
the sheep not keeping up their character ?—I cannot say that the knitting 
industry is flourishing. The girls have a great deal of digging in the 
seed time and a great deal of harrowing, and mainly attend to the bring­
ing home of the potatoes ; and they work a great deal in the harvest, 
so that their time is greatly taken up. If they had nothing to do but 
knit they would make a good thing of it, but they have not time. 

18745. Owing to the people having so little time to knit, they find it 
more profitable to give up the old breed of Shetland sheep, and take a 
more profitable breed for the purpose of selling wool and raising mutton ? 
—I question if they had that aim when the other sheep were brought 
in. The other sheep were brought in by accident, and were crossed by 
accident. 

18746. What is the average rent paid for these crofts ?—Of that I can­
not speak, but I think the land, so far as I have heard the tenants say, is 
fairly and reasonably rented. 

18747. Professor Mackinnon.—Who is the third proprietor in Zetland ? 
—One Thomas Jamieson. 

18748. Were the scathold lands in Fetlar divided between him and 
the Earl of Zetland and Lady Nicolson ?—Between Lord Zetland and 
Lady Nicolson only lately. 

18749. Not with Mr Jamieson?—Not so far as I know. 
18750. You said there were no large farms in the islands, but that Sir 

Arthur Nicolson had cut off the scathold, and put sheep upon it ?—Sheep 
and cattle and ponies. 

18751. What number of sheep and cattle did he put upon the scathold ? 
—I can hardly tell you. 

18752. A hundred?—Much more than tha t ; they are grazing on 
different parts of his property. 

18753. Would that not constitute something like a large farm ?—Well, 
if you speak of the home farm, that is so; but when I said there was no 
large farm I spoke of the tenantry. 

18754. The home farm is a large farm ?—It is not a farm at all; it is 
unenclosed. 

18755. But it is good land which would be capable of cultivation ?—A 
very great deal of it—almost the whole island is capable of cultivation. 

18756. Is the larger part of the island in the possession of the proprie­
tor ?—The present proprietor is only liferenter I suppose, but the land 
belonged to Sir Arthur Nicolson. 

18757. Does the home farm contain a larger portion of Lady Nicolson's 
property, or do the tenants occupy the greater portion ?—I rather think 
there is more of the land under her own control than there is occupied 
by the tenantry. 
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18758. You mentioned turnips were cultivated, year after year, on one MID YELL, 
bit of land ?—I know that for nine or ten years that has been so. 

18759. Is the piece of ground enclosed ?—No. RAEFIRTH. 
18760. Why do they repeat the turnip crop ?—I dont know; I suppose James A. 

because their fathers did it before them. Campbell'. 
18761. Is it more highly manured then the rest of the land ?—No, I 

think they manure their land fairly well with the limited amount of 
stock they have to feed. 

18762. Is there any disease in their turnip crop?—Last year in many 
places there was a good deal of finger-and-toe. 

18763. You said a number of them objected to fence; do you know the 
reason of that ?—I don't know. 

18764. Have you ever heard it objected to wire fences that while they 
kept the big sheep in, they allowed the small sheep to get through ?—No, 
I never heard that objection taken to them. I believe if you were caUing 
twenty of the islanders who did object to it, they could not give a definite 
reason why they objected. 

18765. You said a merk of land was more a measure of value than a 
size ; is there any difference between the merk of land and the quantity of 
stock you can winter upon it ?—As a rule, a merk is about an acre. 

18766. In Fetlar?—Throughout Shetland, I think, a merk is near an 
acre. 

18767. Should a merk of land winter a cattle beast?—Well, it will do 
no more ; do you mean between giving a little grass and oats ? 

18768. Yes. I suppose there is pasture outside in summer ?—You mean 
a merk of land along with scathold ? 

18769. Yes ; but the scathold goes free with the merk lands ?—Yes. 
18770. Therefore a merk of land should keep a beast?—Yes, at least 

with a good deal of scathold—a fair amount of scathold. 
18771. In Fetlar there is not a fair amount of scathold ?—That is the 

main complaint, that their scathold is too small, and they are obliged to 
graze their cattle on their grass ?—They must keep fewer cattle ; they 
cannot graze on the croft because there is no grass. Unless they have 
grass on the scathold they cannot graze on the croft, unless they let them 
graze on the grain itself. 

18772. Are any people in Fetlar restricted in the sale of cattle or fish 
to any person?—No, I think they are free to sell to whom they please. 

18773. They are not restricted either in purchasing from particular 
shops?—No. There are three merchants, and any one in the island is 
free to go to either of these, and out of the island if he pleases. 

18774. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—You have said that the population of 
Fetlar is about 425 ?—I thiuk it is about that. 

18775. Has it been increasing or decreasing in the last twenty or thirty 
years ?—Decreasing. 

18776. Rapidly ?—I could hardly say rapidly, but it certainly is decreas­
ing. 

18777. Decreasing steadily ?—I think it is. 
18778. What is the cause of that1?—Well, a good many of the younger 

men now find they can do better away from Fetlar than they can in i t ; 
there is nothing for them to do in it, unless they go to the fishing, and 
the fishing is not very much in the meantime. 

18779. Have you any idea of the acreage of the island?—No, I have 
not. I think the island is about 5^ mdes long by 3 miles wide, but it is 
greatly eaten in with bights. 

18780. You have stated that the island is very fertile : how many acres 
do you suppose could be reclaimed and put under cultivation by the plough 

4 I 
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MID YELL, or spade; could the present area of cultivation be doubled or trebled or 
— " quadrupled 1—I believe it could be quadrupled, at least. You seldom 

VAKFIKTH. c o m e > e x c e p t upon hiUy ground, on land which is not arable, or which 
James A. could not easily be made arable; and then from the formation of the 
Campbell, surface, it is quite evident that in former years a great deal of ground had 

been cultivated which is now in grass. 
18781. Who is in possession of that land—is it in the proprietor's hands Ì 

•—No, hot more so than in the hands of the tenants as scathold for 
meadow ground.. 

18782. What was the object of the late proprietor in forming these 
parks, and taking away so much of the scathold Ì—I can only speak from 
hearsay. His opinion was that this land would pay him better if he con­
verted it into sheep farms. 

18783. How many people might have been removed at that time, or 
were there any1?—Of course, that was long before my day, and I can 
hardly say; but as I have heard old islanders state that thirty years ago 
there were nearly 1OOO people in the island, and they did not require to 
import corn, but could export it. 

18784. Have you any idea what is the value of the land which is now 
in the occupancy of the proprietrix according to the valuation roU?— 
I don't know. 

18785. Are you aware that, generaUy speaking, the land in the 
proprietor's hands is put in lower than if it were under rental 1—No, I 
am not aware of that. 

18786. Are the people now in the island—the diminished population— 
in a position to take more land and get their crofts increased ?—Some of 
them would be, and others I don't think could do so unless they were 
aided; some of them are what you would say very poor. There are a 
few who are in fairly easy circumstances as crofters. 

18787. You have stated there has been some hesitation on the part of 
the people to come forward, and you have done your part by more than 
once suggesting that they should come—what is the reason of the hesit 
ancy 1—The people seem to have a feeling in case they might be called 
upon to state anything which might injure them with the proprietor; 
that is my own idea; and some of them might not come owing to back­
wardness. 

18788. Are the people of Shetland rather of a timid disposition 1—I 
don't think so. There are different meanings to the word timid. As 
regards going to sea, they have no fear ; but they might have a feeling if 
they were holding a small croft, and coming forward to give evidence. 

18789. I don't mean timid as sailors and boatmen ?—Well, as regards 
that being so, I don't know ; but I believe some of them might not care 
to come forward, in case they might be caUed upon to make a statement 
which would reflect upon the proprietor. I said I thought they would 
not be pressed to make any statement of that kind. 

18790. "Who represents the proprietrix in the island 1—Mr Colin 
Arthurson. 

18791. Where does he live?—At Still, in Fetlar. 
18792. Has Lady Nicolson any other property except this ?—I believe 

she has property near Lerwick. 
18793. Has anybody got a lease on the island at all 1—There is not a 

lease on the island. 
18794. Are there any improvements going on amongst the crofters, so 

far as you can observe 1—-No. 
18795. Did you ever hear of anybody improving that had no lease, or 

no fixity of tenure 1—No, I cannot say I have. 
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18796. Would you be disposed yourself to lay out your money in MID YELL 
improving a place, if you were liable to be removed at next Whit-
Sunday 1—I can only speak for myself. If I had not a hold, I would not RAEF|ftT-r-
have done so much as I have done. James A. 

18797. Is there, at this moment, an importation going on of meal and Campbell, 
other things to the island 1—Every fortnight 

18798. From -what you stated a little ago, do you believe it to be 
correct that, when there was a population of nearly 1OOO, nothing was 
imported 1—No meal was imported, and they exported to neighbouring 
islands; I have been told that by several old inhabitants. 

18799. Is there anything in the way of change of climate or ->therwise 
that would make the raising of crop now different from what it was 
before; are the seasons getting worse 1—Not so far as I have heard. 
I have heard them say that last summer was as fine as any that the 
oldest inhabitant remembered. 

18800. You spoke about nine returns, was that very figure of nine com­
municated or mentioned to you %— No, it was my own experience of what 
I had myself. I had seed from the south, and that was counted an 
exceedingly good return. 

18801. I suppose the glebe is not very much better soil than other 
parts of the island 1—It is good soil, but not very much better than the 
soil round about it. The old minister used the plough, and it is possible 
the ground may be better wrought. 

18802. Can you give any idea what proportion in acreage is in the 
proprietor's own hands, or in the home farm, as distinguished from the 
land in the hands of the tenants 1—As I said before, I think the acreage 
under cultivation might be quadrupled. 

18803. But how much of the estate of Lady Nicolson is in her own 
hands, and how much of it is in the hands of small tenants ; what pro­
portion ? You said there was more you thought in the hands of Lady 
Nicolson 1—I should think, from what I see myself, she has more than 
half, but stLU it would require an old islander who knew the island better 
than I do to say. 

18804. Of the 425 people upon the island, how many may be upon 
the Nicolson estate, can you say ?—I should say two-thirds. 

18805. The Chairman.—Is there any other remark you would like to 
make?—I would just say that, as far as I know, the great desiie of the 
islanders is more scathold; many of them desire a lease, and many of 
them would certainly take a larger holding than they have got, and for 
a term of years. 

18806. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—And they are able to do it 1—A few 
might, and others would do it if they got a little assistance. I don't 
think there is any general complaint of the rents; want of scathold is 
the great thing. I may state that many people complain of the addition 
made to their rents when repairs were executed upon the church or manse 
at the present time. That was called church rate, and amounts to 5s. 
The crofters and heritors are bound to keep up both church and manse, 
but, in point of fact, the above system makes the crofter do it. The 
people thought the rate might at least be removed in a few years, but 
it has become permanent. 

JOHN OMAND, Crofter and Fisherman, Mid YeH (57)—examined. 

(See Appendix A, LI.) 

18807. Sir Kenneth Mackenzie.—Have you been chosen by a number John Onrm.d 
of the people to come here to-day 1—I was asked if I would come, and I 
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MID YELL, asked another man if he would come and he would not, and therefore I 
came. 

KAEFIRTH. 18808. How many met to choose you?—-About sixteen, I think. 
JohnOmand. 18809. What did they wish you to state?—In the first place, I should 

like a Government valuation put upon the property we are now occupy­
ing ; the rental is too high. 

18810. That is the wish of the people who sent you here?—Yes; and 
secondly, an improvement in the homesteads and houses we live in ; that 
they may be made more comfortable than they are at the present time. 

18811. Anything further?—And then, at least upon the property that 
we occupy, that we won't be turned off at any time the proprietor wishes. 

18812. What length of lease do you desire ?—As long as we could get 
—ten or twenty or thirty years. 

18813. What is the name of the property on which you live?— 
Kaywick. 

18814. Who is the proprietor ?—Lady Budge. 
18815. WTiat rent do you pay 1—1 pay £10 . 
18816. For how mtich ground ?—Three and a half acres of cultivated 

ground—that is, taxes and all. 
18817. And what scathold rights have you with that?—I could not 

say the extent of scathold, but it is very small indeed. 
18818. What stock do you keep?—About six head of cattle is aU we 

can keep, young and old together. 
18819. No horses?—Yes, we have four ponies. 
18820. And sheep ?—I think we have about eighteen head of sheep on 

the scathold. 
18821. What quantity of crop do you get from the croft—potatoes 

and oats ?—The quantity is small indeed, and would not do to support a 
family if it were not for the grain we get from the south country. 

18822. How long would it support you ?—Three months would be the 
outside of it, and sometime not that. Some years we have to take the 
greater part of the crop to give to the cattle to save them. 

18823. Do you do anything to your house yourself, or is it found by 
the proprietor ?—It used to be found by the proprietor, but now he 
won't do anything unless we do it ourselves. When we came to the 
house—it is merely a house of four rooms—we had to do the inside of it 
for ourselves. The lady tried to tighten the roof, but it is not tight yet; 
and we are thinking if we could get a lease we would put up a roof upon 
it ourselves. 

18824. What kind of roof has it?—A slate roof; but it has been 
standing, I believe, upwards of fifty or sixty years. 

18825. You have a slated house of four rooms, but damaged ?—Yes, it 
is damaged. 

18826. You have a byre?—Yes. 
18827. And stable ?—No, no stable; the ponies lie out aU winter. 

A few may have stables, but we never had any. 
18828. Is the byre slated?—No, thatched. 
18829. Have you to keep the thatch up yourselves ?—Of course we do. 

Wre build byres and barns to ourselves. 
18830. But not the dwelling house?—No; it was always considered 

that the proprietors should do that. 
18831. How long have you been there?—Only five years in this 

place. 
18832. And it was a bad house when you came to it?—It was going 

to decay in the inside. 
18833. Where did you come from?—The island of Unst 
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18834. What induced you to come here and take a dear place without MID YELL 
a lease ?—Rise of rents where I came from. I was away for a long time 
out of the country. The most of my life has been spent in the south, R - - E J ^ T H -
and I was away for a long time, and when I came home the town I was j0 j jU QuiaU(| 
then living in was paying £16 yearly. There were three small crofts, and I 
went to the proprietor of Fetlar, and offered to take the whole town at the 
same rent, and he then raised the rent £ 8 more on the town, and then I 
would not take it. The result of the thing was I had to go to Major 
Cameron and take a croft from him in North Yell, and removing all my 
effects from the place I was residing in on to Major Cameron's property 
cost me over £50 . I went there, and took a farm from him for £7 , 10s. 
of rent. The first two years I settled the rent with him myself, but the 
next three years I was on the property he put his lands into the hands of 
the factor Mr Walker, and the rent he took from me was £8—that was 
10s. of a rise; the second rent he took was £9 , 16s., and the third rent 
was £ 1 4 ; and then I had to fly from there again, and go from there to 
the island of Unst, and take a farm from the major again. There was 
no other proprietor I could get one from, and I went to Unst and took a 
farm at £7, 10s. I was there nine years, and after the improvements I 
made on the property,—over £ 5 0 worth,—the rent was raised to £9 , 10s., 
and I left and came here. That is the way I have been served in 
Shetland. 

18835. You have accounted for fifteen years or so 1—Yes. 
18836. Sheriff Nicolson.—VTas this Mr Walker John WTalker ?—Yes; 

there are not many under the British flag who do not know him. 
18837. Sir Kenneth Mackenzie.—At present you are not complaining 

of the rent, or anything since you have taken this place ?—No. Of course 
I think the rent rather high for the ground I occupy. 

18838. The rent may be raised upon you any day?—It might be. 
They can do anything they think proper. As for Lady Budge, I do not 
think there are many like her in Shetland; she has used her tenants 
well. 

18839. What notice did you get of this rise of rent from Mr Walker? 
—I never got notice at aU until I came to pay the rent. 

18840. And then he asked you for more for that same year1?—For 
that same year. 

18841. And had you the extra money in your pocket ?—No, I had to go 
and get the loan of the money until I came home. I had to go two miles 
from the place where I settled with him, and had to borrow money from 
another until I could pay it back. 

18842. About this house you are inhabiting—a slated house of four 
rooms—what is the cost of building a house of that kind ?—I could not 
say what it might be worth. 

18843. Can you build a house of that sort for £100?—I do not 
doubt but 1 could. 

18844. It would take all that?—It would take nothing short of that, 
I should think. But that was a house built over fifty years ago. It was 
built first for the proprietor, who used it for keeping his boat gear, and 
shal and fish, and so on. 

18845. One of your demands is for improved houses; if the proprietor 
were putting up houses of that sort upon crofts worth £ 3 or £ 4 or £ 5 , 
what rent would you expect him to draw for the house ?—The small 
crofts the Shetland people are occupying could not afford to build houses 
like i t ; but, at the same time, such houses as the people in Shetland 
would like, would be a house of about 30 by 12, with a 7 feet wall, and a 
wooden roof, with felt. It would answer as well as slate, and be lighter. 
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MID YELL. 18846. What would that cost?—I could not exactly say. Some here 
know; but I do not think it would exceed about £50 to build it. If 

IIAEFIUTH. the proprietor built the waUs and put on the roof, the tenant would do 
John Omand. the inside of it for himself—that is, with the expectation of having a 

lease on the property and knowing that he would not be turned away. 
I have done up four houses myself in my time, and I have had enough of it. 

18847. Professor Mackinnon.—Are aU the people on Lady Budge's 
property fishing as weU as crofting ?—Yes, aU fishing. 

18848. Who is the factor?—There is no factor over the property; 
every tenant pays the rent to herself. 

18849. Does she stay in the country?—Over there Lu the big house at 
the other side. She just takes the rents as they can give it. 

18850. You say you fish yourself, are you engaged in herring fishing 
just now ?—Yes. 

18851. With one of the large boats 1—Yes. 
18852. Whom do you fish for ?—-Mr Walker there. 
18853. What is the arrangment between the curer and the crew with 

reference to their boats ?—I am fishing with Mr Walker's boat, but we 
deliver the fish to Mr Mackay at the station. We have Mr Walker's 
boat, but he is not curing the fish ; Mr Mackay cures the fish. 

18854. And Mr Walker hires the boat to you %—Yes. 
18855. And the whole crew share alike in the gain?—The half 

share of the fish goes to the crew, and the owner of the boat and nets 
gets the other half. 

18856. And ho keeps the boat and nets in repair?—Yes, and we have 
the half share of the fish, and he the other half. 

18857. And then you sell the fish to the curer?—Yes, to Mr Mackay. 
18858. You choose your own curer?—Of course that is the man we fish 

t o ; that is the man Mr Walker tells us fish to. 
18859. Then does Mr Walker choose your curer?—Yes, of course ; the 

boat and nets are his, and we fish as half-catch men, and he seUs the 
herring to Mr Mackay. 

18860. His herring and yours?—Yes, both of course. 
18861. Whom do you take your stores from?—-We are at liberty to 

take them from any one we like. 
18862. WTiom do you take them from ?—From Mr Walker or any other 

we wish to go to. K we did not wish to go to his store, we would get 
money from him to go to another and buy. That is one good job, we are 
not confined to any one more than another. 

18863. Do you know what is the rule when a boat is bought by a 
crew, upon what terms is it paid back ?—I am not in the way of going 
into the buying, and cannot say. 

18S64. Do you fish for cod and ling as weU as herring ?—I used to. but 
not this year. 

18865. But the owner of the boat provides gear for the deep sea fishing 
as well ?—Just the same. I have been fishing for five years to a man in 
North Yell, and he provides the boat and lines. 

18866. Are you able to land more fish with these big boats ?—It depends 
on where we are fishing; of course, we can fish the ling fishing in them as 
well as in the small boats, and with more safety, I should think; only 
if I had been going to the ling fishing again, I woidd prefer the old 
sixern. It is more handy in the way I have been used to ; at the same 
time a big boat gives more safety. 

18867. But hi the herring fishing, you can carry a great many more 
nets with the big boats ?—Yes, you have a better chance of herring fishing 
in a big boat than in a smaller one. 
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18868. You fish more herring with a big boat, and you are safer?—Yes. MID YELL, 
18869. It is the same crew—a crew of six in the big boat, as weU as in 

the smaU boat?—Yes. BAEFIUTH. 
18870. Who cured the cod and ling last year ?—James Hozean. John Oinanu 
18871. Was that since you came here ?—Yes. 
18872. Had he a station here?—No, but in North Yell 
18873. How far is that from here ?—Eight or nine miles. 
18874. You would have to stay there at the fishing?—We went on the 

Monday, and came home every Saturday. I t was from that station there 
were so many boats cast away three years ago. 

18875. Were you there at that time ?—Yes, I was at sea that very day. 
18876. Where do you get the herring this season ?—Out at the north 

end of this island, the north firth. 
18877. Right out between Unst and the mainland ?—Yes. 
18878. A good bit away from here?—Yes, a good b i t ; and we have 

bad tides to contend with going through Blue MuU Sound. There have 
been plenty of fish caught there this year. 

18879. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—You stated you had only three and a 
half acres of arable land ?—Yes. 

18880. Do you want more ?—We would make improvements for our­
selves if we got a lease. 

18881. But you want more ?—Yes, we would improve it for ourselves; 
we have plenty of surface inside. 

18882. Is there plenty of land in your neighbourhood which could be 
taken in if you got it ?—Yes, there is plenty in the enclosure. 

18883. How many tenants has Lady Budge altogether ?—About twenty-
one. 

18884. Are they all in the same position as yourself, wanting to get 
more land ?—I am not aware as to that. There is so much scathold 
enclosed with arable ground inside the fence, that any man who wishes 
to add to his property by cultivating, can do so ; he is at liberty 
to do so. 

18885. But you won't do it untd you get a lease?—No, I would Hke 
some security so that I would get the good of my labour. 

18886. You are tired of being knocked about from place to place. Have 
you applied to her Ladyship for a lease ?—Well, yes, I asked her once 
about it, and I did not think she was very willing to give one; but at 
the same time she said her word was as good as her bond, and I said 
while she was alive I believed neither I nor any other tenant would be 
turned off as long as we were of good character, but that would only be. 
for her life, and we did not know how long that might be. 

18887. Is the property her own, or did it belong to her husband ?—Her 
husband bought it, and I think she is the liferenter now. 

18888. Is she a native of Shetland ?—Yes. 
18889. You stated it was necessary for you to buy so much meal in the 

year, the croft don't support. How much are you obliged to buy on an 
average?—Some years it will cost us £ 1 0 or £12. 

18890. Are you obliged to buy anything for your stock for the winter? 
—Sometimes. 

18891. Has Lady Budge anything in her own hands; has she a home 
farm ?—Just a little croft along with the house. 

18892. What is the biggest rent paid by any of her tenants?—I pay 
the largest. 

18893. Was it raised when you went in ?—No, it was before I went in 
it was raised. The original rent was far from that; I think it was £5 . 

18894. And the house was then new ?—No, I don't mind of the house 
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j>l ID YELL, being built, and know nothing about the building of the house. The 
house must have been built sixty years ago at least. 

RAEFIRTH. 18895. We have been told that some of the tenants object to fencing, 
John Ornand. &° y o u - : n o f f tn-at *•--** *s ^Q c a s e ? — ^ a m n ° t a w a r e o:- ifc- I would 

approve of fencing every one's piece of ground. 
18896. Do you know that some fencing will keep out Cheviot sheep, 

but will not keep out the Shetland sheep ?—I am aware of that. The 
Shetland sheep are so smaU that they would get in between the run of 
the wire. 

18897. Unless it is a very close fence, it is of no value to the smaU 
tenant who has native sheep ?—Not at all. 

18898. You stated a number of different places jrou removed to when 
your rent was raised, where a number of people were treated in the same 
way as well as yourself?—Yes, on the same property—on Major 
Cameron's property. 

18899. What is the name of the property ?—Garth. 
18900. Where does it lie ?—It is in North Yell and Unst and on the 

mainland of Deeling. That piece of his property was thrown waste for 
a sheep farm at the time Mr John Walker had it. 

18901. Is it stiU under sheep farms?—Yes. 
18902. Were many people turned out1?—Yes, I should say there were 

about thirty or forty families turned out—something simdar to what Fetlar 
is now. There were about thirty houses thrown to waste on Fetlar at the 
time Sir Arthur Nicolson made the sheep farm, which he thought would 
pay him better. 

18903. How long is it since this occurred on Major Cameron's property? 
—Seventeen or eighteen years ago. 

1890-L What became of the people?—They had to look after them­
selves, and they all got settled down again. Some came here to Lady 
Budge's property, and some went to the estate of West Sandwick, and 
some went over to places in North Yell, and some to the island of Unst. 

18905. Were there any other cases in this neighbourhood of sheep 
farms being made except these two ?—Salter and Windhouse have been 
wasted, to my mind. 

18906. And there were people there at one time ?—There were. 
18907. Wore these good fertile places ?—So far as I am aware of, they 

were as good as any other of the places now occupied. 
18908. Is the population in your neighbourhood increasing or decreas­

ing 1—It has decreased from what it formerly was. 
18909. Within your own recoUection ?—Yes. 
18910. But is that from people being put away or going away?—By 

people being turned from it, and it laid down for sheep farm purposes. 
18911. Are the people as fond of their homes here as they are in the 

mainland and islands of Scotland?—I believe they are, so far as I know. 
18912. A good number of them go to sea, and go to all parts of the 

world ?—Yes, they are through every part of the world mostly now. I 
have been in a good many places myself, and have found Shetland people 
there. 

18913. But they would like to comeback?—Some do, but some go 
away and settle down and make homesteads in the colonies. I would 
never have come to Shetland again, if it had not been to seeing to my 
parents. 

18914. Was that because you were knocked about?—No, but I 
thought I could make more use of my money, and more use of my time 
abroad. 

18915. What is the best country you have been in ?—I could not say 
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one place more than another of the colonies. At sea every place was MID YELL, 
alike to me, but Victoria was the place I would have approved of. 

18916. Are many people from Shetland there ?—A great many. RAEFIRTH. 
18917. Are they doing well, those who went ?—Mostly, those I know of. j o n n Omarjd. 
1S918. The Chairman.—You say there are some advantages in the 

larger classes of fishing boats now used ?—Yes. 
18919. Do you think the present class of boat used is perfect, or do 

you think it should be made larger, or altered, or in any respect made 
better ?—It might be made better by putting steam into them ; but the 
boat, in its present state, I think, is quite comfortable and safe. 

18920. But you would be in favour of introducing steam?—Yes. 
18921. If a boat of that class were got, would it not be more difficult 

for fishermen to buy shares and become proprietors of the boat ?—Well, 
the outlay on the boat would be greater, but then, at the same time, you 
would have more advantage of the fishing. If you were out in calm 
weather with the present boats, and falling into a calm you could not 
save your fish; whereas, if you had steam, you would save the fish, which 
might be a matter of £ 4 0 or £60 . 

18922. Do you think there is much advantage attached by fishermen 
to becoming proprietors of their own boat, or do they think it better for 
them to remain in the position of hirers ?—I think it would bo better for 
them to become proprietors, so that they would have the advantage of 
selling the fish at the best price. 

18923. Can you suggest any improvement that the Government might 
introduce for the sake of the fishermen ?—Well, there is one thing 
Government might introduce, and that is to have proper harbours of 
refuge in the dark nights when the boats are out, and it comes very 
rough weather we cannot see, and there is no light to direct us, and the 
men might be cast away. Wre have great need of a light to lead us in. 

18924. You want lighthouses and harbours of refuge?—Yes. 
18925. Have you considered about whether there is any particular 

place about here where a harbour could be made ?—We have a good 
harbour here if we had good piers. There are curers coming down from 
the south making enlargements and better piers, but a light is the thing 
we require in this harbour in dark nights when we are coming in ; once 
we get into the harbour we are safe enough. 

18926. You said you thought it would be an improvement if the 
different holdings were fenced off one from another?—I think so, accord­
ing to my own idea. 

18927. But what sort of fence do you think would be the best between 
small holdings—a wire fence, a stone fence, or a turf fence ?—I think a 
small wire fence would be well enough between the smaU crofts. 

18928. But it gives no shelter?—No, of course not. 
18929. Do you think there is any advantage in a stone dyke over a 

wire fence ?—Well, the soil here is so deep you cannot get a proper 
foundation to build a stone dyke on; you have to build it on the top of a 
marsh. 

18930. Are there many stones in the ground ?—Not where I am. 
There can be no sort of fence where I am except a wire fence. But there 
are other places where they could put up stone fences. 

18931. Is there any other remark you wish to make before you retire? 
—None. 

18932. Sir Kenneth Mackenzie.—What quantity of meal do you get 
for £ 1 0 ? do you buy it by the hundredweight ?—No, by the boll. 

18933. What do you pay for it?—Different prices; sometimes from 
16s. to 18s. a bolL 
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18934. Wheat flour?—Yes. 
18935. Brown flour ?—Yes. 
18936. And oatmeal?—From 20s. to 25s. for a bolL 

; a n i 18937. This last year?—No. 
18938. When?—19s. to 20s. last year. 
18939. And you use flour more than oatmeal?—Just half and half 

always. 
18940. Pro/esor Mackinnon.—Do you think that if you had had a 

light three years ago, lives would have been saved ?—No, I don't think 
the light would have done any good in that way, the sea being so heavy. 
The loss of life mostly took place before the boats came to land. But 
here, in this harbour, coming in in a dark night from the fishing, there 
would be much good of a light to keep one off the rocks. 

Rev. JAMES BARCLAY (80)—examined. 

18941. Sheriff Nicolson.—You are parish minister of Mid Yell?— 
Yes, it was a double parish originally, but South YeU was disunited from 
it recently. 

18942. Do you belong to a family of this country?—Yes. 
18943. Are you a native of Shetland?—I am. 
18944. How long have you been minister of the parish?—Since 

1844. 
18945. Where were you before that ?—I had no parish before that. 
18946. Is there much change in the condition of the people since you 

came here ?—A very great change. 
18947. Is it for the better or the worse?—For the better; very much 

for the better. 
18948. Would you be so good as to state in what respect?—In 

respect of the circumstances of the people generally. For instance, there 
was no work of much consequence here when I came, with the excep­
tion of fishing, but now the people have work at their doors. Formerly 
you could get a girl to work for you at 6d. a day; now you cannot get 
them under Is. 6d., or 2|d. an hour. That is so far an improvement in 
their circumstances. Their buildings are also improved. 

18949. What are the wages of a man?—When I came here lOd. to Is. 
a day, and I am now paying myself as high as 2s. 6d. for boys, and 5s. 
for a mason. 

1S95O. And is there more work for them now than there was?—A 
great deal. 

18951. Of what kind?—Almost every kind. This herring fishing 
gives every one a chance of employment—boys and girls and men and 
Avomen. They are all employed; whereas formerly there was very little 
work. Although there was herring fishing then, they could not afford, 
and did not come to anything like the wages they are giving now. 

18952. Is there work to any considerable extent going on in con­
nection Avith the land ?—Not much in connection with land. You see 
they are both crofters and fishermen combined, and at one season of 
the year there is very little done on the land. 

18953. Are there any large farms in this parish?—Not very large. 
The largest farm I know is in West Sandwick. 

18954. What is the extent of it—what rent?—I could not mention 
the rent exactly; it is £100 odds, I think. 
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18955. Is the most of the land occupied by crofters ?—Yes, the MID YELL. 
most of the land ; but there is a good deal of land unoccupied—in sheep 
farina As nearly as I can calculate, there are about 300 odd merks of R-VKFIBTH. 
land occupied by sheep; of course, that reduces the number of the in- j^v. James 
habitants very much. Barclay. 

1S956. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—And how much by crofters'?—I do 
not know where the crofters who used to live here are. 

18957. Sheriff Nicolson.—Has there been much change in that respect 
since you came ?—Yes, a great deal. 

18958. Has part of the ground been put into sheep pasture and taken 
from small tenants ?—A great deal. 

18959. Have any of the smaU tenants been removed out of the parish 
to make way for sheep farms ?—Not, I think, in this parish—not many. 
I do not know about North YelL 

18960. But some of them have been deprived of some of their pasture 
in order to increase the pasture of sheep farms ?—They have, and I think 
that is a great injury that is at the bottom of the discontent, and it is very 
natural that it should be. 

18961. Has it lod to much discontent in this parish?—Not so much in 
this parish as in the neighbouring parishes. There has been a good deal 
of common taken from the people in this immediate neighbourhood, but 
then it is enclosed, and they get the benefit of it, so that you cannot say 
that is a hardship ; I rather think it is favourable to them. 

18962. Is part of the scathold fenced?—Yes, I think so. I t keeps 
out outsiders, and they get the benefit. 

18963. Is there any considerable number of smaU tenants in this parish 
who are able to live upon their crofts, independent of any other occupa­
tion ?—No, I know of none. If they were to take larger farms, and had 
fixity of tenure, they might do i t ; but they have many other ways of 
providing for themselves—their cattle, and sheep, and ponies, and the 
fishery—and they take them all combined. 

18964. Is their condition generaUy in this parish comfortable, or the 
reverse ?—I should say very comfortable. 

18965. There is never anything approaching destitution?—Not since 
1847 and 1848, when the potato failure was. 

18966. In respect to clothing, do you think they are better off than 
they used to be ?—Yes, they are more fashionably clothed, at any rate. 

18967. Are the children generally well clothed ?—GeneraUy ; perhaps 
they require a little more attention to be paid to them. 

18968. Are there any children so poorly clothed as to make it a reason 
for their not attending school ?—I suppose they will put in that as one 
reason. 

18969. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—Or the church ?—Yes, 1 cannot com­
plain of want of clothing of the people. The fact is that in these forty 
yours a complete change has taken place among the people both as to 
food and clothing, and in every respect. But, so far as I can see, the 
crofters and landlords are living in perfect cordiality and peace. I do 
not think myself they require anything, unless it be fixity of tenure or 
leases, and that the forty days' notice to quit be altered; that is a terrible 
hardship. I do not see how the crofter can possibly improve the place if 
he has no fixity of tenure. 

18970. Mr Cameron.—You mean by fixity of tenure security of 
lease ?—Yes. 

18971. You don't mean fixity of tenure?—No. 
18972. Sheriff Nicolson.—Some have leases?—Yes. 
18973. Any considerable number?—-No, you will hear crofters com-
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MID YELL, plaining of their rent being too high, but they forget that, at the same 
time, the profits have increased to three times the amount In regard to 

RAEFIHTH. t i i e oattIe, in 1844 I could purchase a cow for 35s. or 40s.—a native 
Rev. James cow> a farrow <-ow—and a calf at £3 . This year you could not get the 

Barclay, same class of cattle under £ 5 or even £7 . The rents have not risen to 
that extent; so that, looking at it from a purely commercial point of 
view, the people are the gainers. 

18974. Are there no cottars at all?—No, I don't exactly know the 
meaning of that. 

18975. A cottar is a working man with a house and a bit of land suffi­
cient to raise a few potatoes and a little corn?—There are very few of 
these. We have a good many smaU places of that sort; we call them 
housewives, those who are on the poors roll, but that is the only class of 
cottars I know of. You will see yourselves round here that the houses 
are very good for fishermen. These houses have been newly built. No 
doubt, a great many of the people require better houses; but they don't 
provide them themselves ; the landlord provides the houses. 

18976. Have there been a good many new cottages built?—Oh, yes, a 
good many. 

18977. Good slated houses?—Not many slated houses except here, 
about Mid Yell. In the country generally they are thatched houses. 
They are now getting felt roofs. 

18978. Are these found os satisfactory as slate?—I should think not. 
18979. Or as thatch ?—It is better than thatch. 
18980. Does the custom still prevail of having the fire in the centre of 

the house ?—Oh, yes. 
18981. Is it generally the case?—In the old houses; but when they 

get new houses they use chimneys. 
18982. Are there any houses in this parish in which the cattle are 

accommodated under the same roof with the family ?—Not now. 
18983. But they used to be so?—Oh, yes; people thought it was very 

warm and comfortable and healthy. 
18984. Have they improved in the tidiness of their habits about their 

houses?—They are improving; it will take some time to do that. 
18985. In respect of education, do you think it has made great 

advances ?—There cannot be much; until the Education Act was passed 
there was only one school in the double parish. 

18986. Then the people in a great part of the parish were without 
education ?—They educated themselves. There was generally some lad 
went about; and they seemed to be more anxious about schools then 
than they are now. 

18987. I suppose they complain of the taxation?—It is very heavy. 
18988. What is the rate in this parish?—The school rate and poor rate 

are 6s. 6d. between them—half on the tenant and half on the landlord; 
and then, adding other taxes, it comes very hard. 

18989. How many schools are there in the parish now?—Six board 
schools. You see the population is scattered round about the shores— 
there is no interior population—only along the coast; and you must 
have schools within three miles of each other, and it is a very heavy 
burden. 

18990. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—You said there were not many people 
removing from your parish, or giving way to sheep farms, but that there 
was such in neighbouring parishes ?—Yes. 

18991. Mention the neighbouring parishes ?—I can only mention what 
takes place in my own district—North Yell and Fetlar. 

18992. Any more %—I don't know. 
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18993. And Unst?—Yes. MID YELL. 
18994. You mentioned that some people had leases here ?-—- There are _ 

a few of them. EAEFIETH. 
18995. I presume on all bigger farms like West Sandwick the tenant Rev. James 

has a lease ?—I think they have. Barclay. 
18996. Would anybody improve his land unless he had a lease or 

some hold ?—I think not. 
18997. You would not be disposed to do so yourself?—No; I would 

not. A man who has no security may be turned off on forty days' notice. 
It would take sometime before they would pay up the improvements. 

18998. You have stated that the condition of the people generally has 
improved within your own observation?—Yes. 

18999. Do you think that several of them, if they got the opportunity 
of enlarging their crofts, and had a little more security in their position, 
would be disposed to improve ?—I think many of them would. 

19000. For instance, to-day we had a walk in this immediate neighbour­
hood, and the fields are very dirty and full of weeds—most slovenly— 
can you make any excuse for people tilling in that way ?—The combina­
tion of fishing and crofts—the one spoils the other. They give more 
attention to what pays them best. 

19001. You stated that a good deal of improvement and progress have 
been made within your recollection; is that progress and comparative 
comfort of the people entirely owing to the development of the fishings 
rather than to anything done in improving the land or the facilities 
afforded them ?—It is only of late that the fishings have increased. 

19002. But before then were the circumstances of the people improved ? 
—Yes, they were greatly improved. 

19003. But not so rapidly?—Oh, dear, no. During the last five or 
six years a great improvement has taken place in the circumstances of 
the people. 

19004. Do you think some of them have been laying by any money? 
—I am sure I cannot say. I suppose they would. 

19OO4*. I am only putting that question with regard to the desire for 
more land and bigger crofts,—that they would be able to stock them ?—• 
I think they would. 

19005. You stated that a cow a good number of years ago would cost 
35s. to 40s., and that now it would cost something like £ 6 or £7 . Now 
would one of these small crofters be able to rear an animal that would 
bring that price at the present day ?—I should think so. I have a small 
property of my own, and I have some tenants and crofters on the glebe lands, 
and one crofter can pay me £ 5 odd, and raise fourteen head of these cattle, 

19006. Have you seen him do so ?—I have. 
19007. Should not a man like that rather be encouraged?—Surely. 
19008. Would they not really form the wealth of the country?— 

Surely ; but it is rarely you get such an active man. 
19009. But when you have such a man he ought to get encourage­

ment ?—Certainly. 
19010. And I hope you encourage him by not raising his rent ?—No. 

not in that way. He has three farms close together. 
19011. The Chairman.—You mentioned that every class of people 

found employment and advantage in the fishery ?—Yes. 
19012. The women and younger people among others ?—Quite so. 
19013. Are you speaking of the women belonging to the locality, or 

do the fish-curers import labour from other places ?—They have been 
obliged to import labour through the scarcity of gutters. 

19014. Where do they hire that class of women?—At various places in 
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the north of Scotland—Peterhead, Aberdeen, Inverness; and indeed 
they have come from as far as Argyleshire. 

19015. When they bring them over here, do they bring them in gangs? 
—In considerable numbers; it depends on the number of the fishing 
boats they have. 

19016. Do they make a proper provision for their lodging and 
entertainment here ?—The best they can. Here, in this place, they have 
built wooden houses for them. 

19017. Is that sort of trade under any inspection or regulation?—Not 
that I am aware of ; it is only of late that has begun here. 

19018. Do you think there is a proper sort of lodging provided for 
them ?—GeneraHy these houses are put up quickly, and they aU have 
stoves in them to enable them to do the necessary work. I hear no 
complaint. 

19019. You have not heard any complaint of irregularity or immorality ? 
—I think the people have been very quiet This is the first time we 
have had these strangers, and they appear quiet and decent people. 
I have heard no complaint of any of them, so far as I could learn. 

19020. Are they decently dressed?—Yes. 
19021. Do they go to church?—Some of them. 
19022. Are there men brought as well as women?—Lads are attached 

to the boats ; each boat has about six men and a boy. 
19023. Is there any drinking amongst that class of people ?—A good 

deal, I suspect. 
19024. Any among the women?—I cannot say; I have not heard of 

any. In various places in Unst all the public-houses stopped for a 
certain time. They stopped seUing any spirits during the fishing season 
in Delting and various other places. 

19025. But there is nothing like an outburst of intemperance ?—No. 
19026. You mentioned that the union of fishing and crofting had a 

bad effect upon the cultivation—in producing a slovenly sort of cultiva­
tion. Do you think it would be advisable or advantageous to divide tho 
two classes or not ?—I am sure I cannot say. 

19027. I mean, do you think it would be better to give the crofters 
their crofts and to place the fisherman in habitations apart without any 
interest in the land ; or do you think that a portion of land is essential 
to the fisherman ?—It is essential, I think, in the present state of matters. 
They require milk and cattle. 

19028. Have you heard this question discussed or considered?—No, 
I have heard it mentioned, but not discussed, and I do not see very well 
how they could do without land. 

19029. Is there any other statement you would like to make 
spontaneously about the people ?—No, I cannot say there is. I think 
myself, generaHy speaking, the people in this parish have no great cause 
of complaint. Their rents, no doubt, have been raised, but the produce 
of their farms has been raised—cattle, sheep, and ponies. When I came 
here eggs were seUing at l | d . a dozen, and now they are selling at 6d. 
You could get a capital lamb then for 2s., and now it would cost you 5s. 
I have seen a lamb sold for Is. 

19030. Mr Cameron.—What do sheep sell for?—You will get a real 
Shetland sheep of good size for 10s. 

19031. What age ?—Three or four or five years old. 
19032. What will it weigh?—40 lbs. ; and you would have got the 

same kind of sheep for 5s. or 6s. before. But there is a good deal of 
mixture in the sheep now. 

19033. Do the sheep vary according to market prices going for 
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sheep in the south, or does the price remain pretty much the same ?— MID YELL. 
It remains pretty much the same 

19034. At what time do they seU the sheep?—The month of August, R A E F I E T H 

o r now. R e v . J a m e 9 

19035. Do you know anybody who has sold this year?—No. Barclay. 
19036. Where do they seU them?—I do not know. 
19037. Are there markets here ?—No. 
19038. Who buys them—do dealers come round ?—No; for instance, if 

I want a sheep, I go to purchase it. 
19039. But there are 5OOO sheep ?—That is a different thing. 
19040. Does anybody buy them from outside ?—Yes, they go down to 

Lerwick. 
19041. Does the price in Scotland regulate that price here to any 

degree ?—I do not think i t ; not so far as I know. 
19042. Have you any idea what the population was about forty years 

ago in your parish?—Between 1700 and 1800. 
19043. And. what is it now ?—Nearly 1900. 
19044. It is rather greater ?—Yes. 
19045. Do you think that the land would sustain a larger population 

than that ?—Yes, I think it would. I think if you take into considera­
tion the number of merks of land that used to be under cultivation, say, 
300 odd merks, and give a population of five to each farm, you would 
bring up the population to about 23OO. 

19046. Your part of the parish is not overcrowded?—No, it is not 
19047. How do you account;for the heavy local taxation in Shetland ? 

—I t is very difficult to say. 
19048. Have you ever heard any reason assigned?—Many reasons; 

but I could not venture to state what the cause of it is. The poor rate 
and school rate are very high—6s. 6d. in pound. 

19049. It appears to be a general rate in the island?—I suppose so. 
19050. Has anybody ever tried to find out the reason?—There is no 

apparent cause. There is no greater poverty here than in the Highlands, 
where the rate is not so high 

19051. How do you account for i t?—I t is easy to account for the 
school rate; and there is one reason, for instance, for the poor rate being 
high, and that is the number of lunatics we have to support. 

19052. Has the number of wid-ws, in consequence of the dangerous 
life the men lead, anything to do with it ?—To a certain degree, but not 
much. 

19053. Is there any poorhouse in the parish ?—No. 
19054. Has that anything to do with it ?—Yes, a good deal. 
19055. Do many of the young women go south for employment?— 

Yes, a good many, as servant girls. 
19056. Do they do weU in the south, so far as you know?—Yes, I 

have known some of them do very well, while others did not. 

MATTHEW ROBERTSON (69) Mid YeU—examined. 

19057. The Chairman.—What is your occupation?—Crofter; my 
occupation is very little. 

19058. Were you a fisherman too?—I was at one time. 
19059. From Mid YeU?—Mid YeU. 
19060. Professor Mackinwn.—What property is your croft upon?— 

Mrs Budge's. 

Matthew 
Robertson. 
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MID YELL. 19061. What is the size of your croft?—I hold four acres or four 
—— merks of arable land. 

T.AEFiimi. 19062. And your stock?—Six cattle, young and old—and two milk 

Matthew covrs-
Robertson. 19063. And sheep ?—Say about twenty head of small sheep. 

19064. Ponies ?—Three ponies. 
19065. And the rent?—Originally the rent was about £ 5 exclusive of 

the taxes. 
19066. You don't consider that the rent is high, do you?—If it were 

not for the taxes, I would not The valuation is £4, 18s. 6d. 
19067. "What is it that the people have got to say generally?—The 

think their taxes heavy, and they would like their houses put in better 
condition ; if the houses are out of condition, the proprietor is not willing 
to put them in order. If the proprietor repairs them, he lays something 
on the rent on that account. We would wish thatch roofs to be done away 
•with and to have felt or canvas. We would wish a house 30 feet long, 
12 feet or 13 feet wide, by 7 feet in the walls. The houses are too small. 

19068. Seven feet of thickness of wall?—No j 7 feet high. 
19069. You consider a felt roof superior to a thatch roof?—Far 

superior. 
19070. If you had a lease of your land, could you undertake the 

putting of the house in order yourselves 1—We would put the inside in 
order, if the waUs and roof were put on. The occupants would put the 
inside to their own satisfaction. 

19071. Was that an old fashion of the country, that the proprietor 
should make up the outside and the tenant the inside ?—-Yes, it has been 
so in all my time. 

19072. I suppose you have been upon this estate all your life ?—Yes. 
19073. And your father before you ?—Yes. 
19074. The taxes you consider too high are the school rates and the 

poor rates ?—Yes, and there is 15 s. in addition laid upon our land on 
account of the fences betwixt the property belonging to our proprietor 
and the next proprietor, a fence which was partly forced, because our 
proprietor did not wish the fence to be raised at all. There was 15s. 
laid upon our croft to defray that. 

19075. Has that fence done any good to you?—No, rather an injury, 
because our small sheep go through the fence, and that creates bad feeling, 
and we are threatened with having our sheep poinded. 

19076. And are there big sheep on the other side ?—Yes. 
19077. And they cannot come over to you?—No, it requires a small 

fence to prevent the smaU sheep from coming through. But there is another 
annoyance, and that is caused by the roads running through the town, the 
gates being left open. We have been very much annoyed and injured, 
when our crops were on the ground, by animals coming in during the night 
and destroying our crops. 

19078. The road goes through the arable ground ?—Yes, and passengers 
traveUing with carriages leave the gates open, and the animals come in, so 
that we are very much annoyed and injured. 

19079. The gates are pretty numerous upon the roads in Mid Yell?— 
Yes. 

19080. I t is the school rate and the poor rate that are so very high ?— 
Very high. 

19081. How could you manage to reduce the school rate?—I could 
not say. 

19082. I suppose you want to have the schools ?—We need the schools. 
19083. Do the children go well to the school?—In some cases they 
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might turn out better, but they attend more regularly than they did at MID YELL. 
first. 

19084. Are the people anxious that the children should go to school? ---***I*T.H. 
—Some are and others are not. Those who have not had the benefit of Matthew 
education themselves don't feel the necessity as much as the others. Robertson. 

19085. Sir Kenneth Mackenzie.—Have you a felt or a canvas roof?— 
There is a felt roof on our house, put on at our own expense. 

19OS6. If it were once put on, would the tenant keep it tarred?—Yes, 
the tenant would guarantee to keep it in order. 

19087. Do you know how long the felt roof lasts \—I am hardly able 
to say. I suppose, if well cared for, it will last for a lifetime. 

19088. What is the greatest experience you have had of these roofs 1—I 
have only had a little experience for a few years, but we have found the 
benefit of it. I t is much lighter for the walls, and it is tight, and we* 
have not the bother of putting up a thatch roof. 

19089. How long is it since felt roofs were introduced ?—It is long 
since they began with some individuals, but they are not numerous yet. 

19090. What is the oldest you know of ?—I am hardly able to say. In 
North Yell, I believe, they have had some for a number of years. But 
that has not been on a dwelling house—only a house used as a store. 

19091. Do you line the roof below the rafters?—When we wish to 
make a comfortable room upstairs we line it. 

19092. But if it is only a single floor, you don't line it ?—No, if we are 
not going to make a particularly comfortable room, we don't lino i t ; but 
if we wish to make it anything comfortable we do. 

19093. Is the house not very cold if it is not lined 1—Yes. The house 
I occupy is all lined with wood along the wall in one end, and a wooden 
floor. I t is not uncommon, that, in many houses. 

19094. But if a felt roof is not lined, is it not peculiarly cold iu 
winter ?—Yes, in winter time, and it is very warm in summer. 

19095. You mentioned you had a complaint about the erection of the 
fence on the march between your proprietor and a neighbouring proprietor; 
who is the neighbouring proprietor ?—Mr John Harrison. 

19096. Who is your proprietor ?—Mrs Budge. 
19097. If this fence had been made so as to keep in your sheep, would 

not that have been of mutual advantage ?—Yes, it would have been. 
19098. And did you represent to Lady Budge at the time the fence 

was made that it ought to be made so as to keep sheep in ?—Lady Budge 
had no power at that time, it was old John Walker. 

19099. Did you represent that to John Walker ?—No. 
19100. Do you think, if you had represented it to him, he would have 

seen that the fence was so erected tlyit it would keep in your sheep ?—I 
could not say; he was a very stiff kind of man. 

19101. In regard to the gates you spoke of, would it be of any use to 
fence the roadsides where there is arable land so as to keep sheep out of 
it ?—It would be. I t is in the night time, when the gates are left open, 
that the sheep get in and the injury is done. Sheep and cattle come in 
to our corn land and do great injury. 

19102. What remedy is possible for i t?—I don't know, unless there 
were restrictions laid on travellers that they must shut the gates. 

19103. Have you any other complaints to make?—Nothing in 
particular. I have no complaints to make against our proprietor; she is a 
very nice sort of woman. 

19104. Is there anything you would like to see done for the land?— 
No, only I would like that something should be done to the houses we 
dwell in. 

4K 
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MID YELL. 

IÌAEFIKTU. 

M a t t l i ' W 

Robertson. 

19105. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—Yon stated that the fence you 
referred to was put up at the instance of the other proprietor ?—Yes, our 
proprietor was very stiff against it, and was put into the Court of Session 
about it. 

19106. Do you know the law about a mutual fence between two 
properties ?—The law about mutual fences is, I understand, that each one 
should pay a share. 

19107. Do you know also that unless the fence is as good for the one 
as for the other he is not bound to pay for it ?—I did not know that. 

19108. You had better go to the proprietrix and tell her you are anxious 
for a fence to keep your sheep out as weU as the others %—They are try­
ing just now to improve it by putting in an additional wire. 

19109. The Chairman.—Is there any other statement you wish to 
make ?—Nothing in particular. 

THOMAS GREEN, Crofter, West Yell (4G)—examined. 

Thomas 19110. Sir Kenneth Mackenzie.—What amount of land have you ?— 
Green. I have about 110 acres in pasture. 

19111. What do you pay for your croft ?—£25. 
19112. Is your land enclosed ?—-Yes. 
19113. A fence all round it 1—Yes. 
19114. What stock to you keep 1—We have about eight cattle—winter 

stock,—and about forty sheep; and we have some grazing cattle which go 
away in the harvest time. 

19115. And how many horses ?—Five. 
19116. How many cattle do you have in summer ?—About fifteen; 

these are extra. 
19117. Do you buy these in the spring of the year"?—In May. 
19118. And seU them—when?—In perhaps three, four, or five 

months. 
19119. Do you take cattle in for hire for summer grazing'—Not as a 

rule, but I might take in a beast from any one. 
19120. What is the price of the summer grazing of a beast here if you 

did take one in?—It used to be about £ 1 , for four or five months. I 
have not been long here, only about two years. 

19121. "Where did you come from ?—The mainland. 
19122. Who is the proprietor of the place you are in?—Major 

Cameron. 
19123. Had you a farm on the mainland?—I had a croft;—a smaller 

one. 
19121. You took this one because you thought it better?—It was 

better, no doubt. I had to go away from there because they doubled my 
rent when the lease was out; when I got a lease from Mr Walker, he 
doubled the old rent and I thought I might have been better looked after 
by the major, but he doubled it at the end of the lease too. 

19125. You took this place two years ago?—Yes, I got this one from 
Mr Joseph Leask, who owns the whole of that west side. 

19126. Have you a lease of any kind ?—Yes. 
19127. For how long ?—Fourteen years. 
19128. And when that is endv-J do you expect the rent will be 

doubled again ?—I don't know what Mr Leask may do. I have a new 
proprietor now—one of the young men. The old man is dead. 

19129. Have you anything to do in repairing the building?—Well, 
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Mr Lea-k sorted the house, but I have to keep it in repair j he won't be 31 ID YELL 
at the cost of any building. 

19130. Have you a slated roof ?—-No, we have a canvas roof. IUEFIKTH. 
19131. Are the office houses thatched ?—Yes. Thomas 
19132. And you have to keep them up?—Yes, as a rule. Greeu-
19133. Have you to keep the canvas roof tarred ?—Yes. 
19134-. Do you live entirely by farming, or are you otherwise 

employed ?—I fence a good deal; I put up fences—I am here for that 
purpose. 

19135. But you found your farm fenced when you went to it?—No, 
it was a turf dyke, and would not keep out anything. 

1913G. Did you put up the fences yourself?—No, Mr Least, gave mo 
the material, and I have to pay the interest on that. 

19137. Besides the £25?—Yes ; and our taxes are very heavy. 
19138. What interest do you pay besides taxes ?—6£ per cent, on tho 

whole cost of the fence. 
19139. Whatdoes that come to?—55s., and we are taxed on that interest 
19140. What are the taxes in your parish?—About Gs. 6d. in the 

pound I think. 
19111. But you only pay half?—Half on us—school rate and poor 

rate. 
19112. What arable land have you got?—I think about fifteen acres, 

but it is in a miserable state—aU wet; and he binds me to improve the 
land at that rept. 

19113. Have you anything to complain about?—No, I have not so 
much to complain about now as I had before. We are charged so much 
a sheep for being in the scathold, besides what I have mentioned. He 
charges 6d. a head. 

19144. But you keep forty sheep on your own ground ?—Yes. 
19115. And you have other sheep on the scathold ?—I have none, but 

other tenants have. They don't know about this meeting; they are all 
away at the fishing • and I would not have known of it, had I not been 
over here working. 

19116. Have the tenants any general grievance?—I think the most 
they have to grieve at is the want of leases, and rents being raised on 
them for improving. They don't raise the rent on a feUow who don't 
improve. 

19117. You think the rent has been raised in proportion to the 
amount of improvement ?—I know some of them have got a good rise by 
improving. 

19148. How long is a man generally allowed to enjoy his improve­
ments before the rent is raised %—In olden times he might have gone on 
ten or fifteen years, and perhaps have a new place at no rent, and then 
perhaps they would get a rent of 30s. or 40s. according to what improve­
ments had been made. That is the way my grandfather started the place 
I left. 

19119. Had he anything like a lease?—No, but he lived in the place 
until he was 81 years of age. 

19150. Had he a promise of it?—Yes, from Mrs Mowat. They were 
not so ready to remove in those days; there was no sheep farming. We 
were in it only two years ago, when the major, after I laid out £ 5 0 or 
£ 6 0 upon it, doubled tho rent. My last lease in that place was 
fourteen years. I got it from Mr Walker. 

19151. What was Walker?-—He would be, I think, factor, and would 
have shares with Major Cameron in this sheep farming. 

19152. They took away the scatholds from the people?—They did, 
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MID YELL, and drove away the people; they tcok the crofts wherever they could 
make the best sheep farms. A good many of them came over to Yell and 

RAKFIKTII. North Maven, and anywhere they could get a place. 
Thomas 19153 The Chairman.—Major Cameron asked you for an increase of 
Green. rent. Was it double the rent 1—He doubled it at the end of the lease. 

19154. Then you left Did Major Cameron let your holding to 
anothertenant ?—Yes. 

19155. And what increase of rent did be get from the other tenant?— 
I think 5s. more than I was paying. He got the tenant in after I left. 

19156. Sir Kenneth Mackenzie.—Not at double the rent?—No. 
19157. The Chairman.—"Would you have taken the farm at an 

increase of 5s. ?—I would not have left it for a pound or so. 
19158. The new tenant took it for 5s. more than you paid before ?— 

Yes ; that was all he could get. 
19159. Professor Mackinnon.—He could not get the double rent 1—No. 
19160. The Chairman.—But now you pay £25 for your holding, 

which contains eight cattle, five horses, and forty sheep—that is within 
the fence ?—Yes. 

19161. Is there any land within the fence which you could still 
improve, and turn into arable ?—Yes, and I will do i t ; I am so far 
bound to do i t ; but I would do it without being asked to do it. 

19162. Because you have a lease1?—Yes, and I know the benefit of 
improving. 

19163. What kind of house is it you have? how many rooms are 
there in it 1—Four rooms. 

19164. Do you mean four rooms on the ground floor, or two below 
and two above ?—Two above and two below. 

19165. It is built of stone and lime?—Yes. 
19166. How old is it?—I could not tell exactly. It was repaired last 

year, the walls raised, and a new roof put on it. I cannot complain about 
the house. 

19167. I want to know whether your house is a good one?—Yes, 
the hou°e is not bad. 

19168. How much do you suppose the proprietor laid out in Borting 
and repairing it ?—I could not exactly say. He was only at the cost of 
the wood and mason work ; I did the rest I put on the roof. 

19169. Did he pay for the canvas and tar?—Yes, canvas, tar, wood, 
and mason work. 

19170. Would he lay out £ 4 0 ?—No, not £20 . 
19171. How much did you lay out?—I think the whole thing would 

cost about £30 , including my labour. 
19172. Professor Mackinnon.—Do the crofters upon the west of Yell 

engage in the fishing?—Yes. 
19173. Th)?e who are your neighbours?—Yes, the most of them are 

at the fishing. 
19174. What is the average rent they pay, off and on, in that place?— 

I think somewhere from £ 4 to £6—perhaps a little more; say from £ 3 
to £6 . I know there are some as low as £ 3 . 

19175. Are there many of them on the same property as you ?—A 
good many ; I could not say exactly the number. 

19176. Is the whole of the west shore of Yell there under small 
tenants except your own ?—Yes, the proprietor owns the whole district 
with the exception of some small patches. 

19177. Does he stay in the place ?—No, he stays in Lerwick. 
19178. What is he besides?—He is a merchant in Leith—J. B. 

Leask. 
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19179. l ie does not keep a place in the west of Yell?—He has a store MID YELL 
or shop. 

19180. Docs he cure fish?—Yes, the people don't have many small RAEF--R1-1-
boats now; but he would get them big boats if they could only manage Thomas 
them. Green. 

19181. But I suppose the people upon his own property sell the fish 
to him—those who do fish?—The cod and Hug fish. 

19182. Do they take their stores from him ?—I expect so. 
19183. Has that property been long in the family?—No, I think the 

late Mr Leask bought it from the Braces. 
19184. Who is the neighbouring proprietor—Major Cameron has pro­

perty there, has he not ?—No, he is north from there. Our neighbour­
ing proprietor is on the Gossaburgh estate—West Sand wick. 

19185. That is full of crofters ?—Yes. 
19186. And is the proprietor resident there?—No, I don't know where 

he is. 
19187. He has a local manager ?—I think a Mr Keith. 
19188. Does he live in the place?—Yes, I think he is here. 
19189. Does he belong to Shetland?—No, he belongs to Caithness, 1 

think. 
19190. Is that a large property?—There is some in East Yell, and 

some in West and South ; there is a whole lot of it. 
19191. Does Mr Keith manage the whole of it?—I think so. 
19192. Do they engage in herring fishing as weU as cod and ling 

fishing on the west coast ?—Only those in the big boats. 
19193. Where do they go to the deep sea fishing from there?—To the 

north. 
19194. Between North Maven and YeU—right out at the mouth 

of YeU Sound 1—Yes, I suppose so. 
19195. Do they go far out?—Forty or fifty miles out, I daresay, in 

the summer time. 
19196. And the big boats are chiefly engaged in the herring fishing ?— 

As a rule they fish for ling too, at least most of them. 
19197. How many has Mr Leask of these boats ?—There are only two 

of the big boats, I think, in West YeU. 
19198. The smaller class of boats belong to the people themselves ?—I 

rather think he finds the boats his tenants are fishing with. 
19199. The old sixerns as well as the new class of boats?—Yes, but 

there are not many of the old boats now. 
19200. Does he arrange with them on the half-catch system ?—Not in 

the small boats. I think they pay hire for the boats and Hues in that 
case, and some of them own their own boats. 

19201. Is the arrangement in the smaUer class of boats, that the boats 
and fines belong to the curer ?—They used to pay so much hire for the 
boat. 

19202. How much for the season ?—I forget if it was £ 3 or 50s. 
19203. And did he keep the boat and lines in order for that ?—No, the 

lines were separate. 
19204. They were their own?—Yes, or a separate transaction or hire 

of them was made. 
19205. But in the large boats at the herring fishing, the owner of the 

boat gets one half the fish ?—Yes, and supplies the material. 
19206. And keeps boat and material in working order ?—Yes. 
19207. You are south of West Sand wick ?—Yes, on the next point. 



1254 Highlandsjznd Islands Commission. 

SIID YELL. BASIL SINCLAIR, Crofter and Fisherman, West Sandwick (42)— 
examined. 

RAEFIRTH. 

Ba•a'^inclair 19208. Mr Cameron.—What size of holding is yours?—About four 
merks. 

19209. Is that four acres'?—Near by that. 
19210. What stock do you keep'.-—Five cattle altogether; oil an^ 

young. 
19211. Any ponies]—Three. 
19212. Any sheep]—Half a dozen, I think. 
19213. What is your rent1?—£6, 10s. exclusive of taxes. 
19214. How many months a year do you occupy yourself in fishing] 

—Generally about five months. 
19215. Have you any partners with you in the fishing]—There is a 

boat's crew. 
19216. Does the boat belong to yourselves]—Not at present. 
19217. But you hope to buy the boat]—If times would improve. 
19218. Has the fishing been pretty good for the last few years]—No, 

very small. 
19219. How many boats are there in your district ?—Only two at tho 

present time, but there are a good many employed in other boats. 
19220. How many families ate there in your district?—Pretty near 

about thirty. 
19221. Are they nearly all employed in fishing]—The most of them. 
19222. Men and boys]—Yes; of course, there are a few not. 
19223. Do the women get any employment in gutting herring]—No, 

there are a few of them over here, but not many. 
19224. Do they attend to the farm work when'the men are away ?—Yes. 
19225. What do they do]—Keep the ground clear and keep the weeds 

out of it, and attend to the cattle. 
19226. How do you cultivate your farm]—We dig it with spades. 
19227. Do you harrow it]—Yes. 
19228. Do the women harrow it]—Both women and men sometimes. 
19229. Have you a sufficient amount of scathold for the crop that you 

can grow ]—Yes, we have the full privilege of the hill pasture along with 
the arable ground. 

19230. Are you as well off as you were a few years ago ?—Not at all; 
we are much aggrieved for our small boundary, and we are confined in 
our property. We would like a Government valuation; we think our 
rent too high, and we are confined in our holdings. 

19231. What do you mean by that?—Our land is lying in small 
patches twenty yards square, and five or six tenants come in amongst these 
again, and then we have another patch, and we cannot have the benefit 
of it. The land is not in any one spot. 

19232. You are talking of arable ground?—Yes. 
19233. Would it not be possible to consolidate the ground so as to 

give each tenant arable ground in the immediate neighbourhood of his own 
house ?—Quite possible. 

19234. Who is your landlord?—Mr Basil Hastie Robertson. 
19235. Who is the factor?—Mr Keith. 
19236. Has any representation ever been made to them about that?— 

Yes. 
19237. What reply was given?—The reply was that the land was to 

be laid out in lots, and it has been done, but we have never occupied it— 
we have never had the privilege of occupying i t 
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19238. You say it has been conceded to you by Mr Keith that the MID YELL, 
land should be consolidated 1—Yes, and it was done ; but somehow or :—; 
other it belongs to two different landlords; there is a Mrs Robertson, who R A h F l l a---
owns some as well Basil Sinclair. 

19239. Is she the wife of Mr Robertson1?—She was the wife of the 
late Mr Robertson, and she has a share in the property. 

19240. Is the property under trust?—I think so. 
19241. And the factor manages the property for the proprietor or 

proprietors, whoever they may be ?—Yes. 
19242. Explain how it is, if you applied to the factor and he made a 

revaluation and redistribution of the land, why that arrangement was 
not carried out ?—That is what we cannot exactly understand, because 
the proprietors apparently could not agree, as the land was mixed. 

19243. If you went to the proprietors for a reduction of rent I could 
un lerstand that they might not agree, but if it were merely a question of 
redistribution for the convenience of the people, I don't understand why 
the proprietors could not agree to what the factor had already sanctioned ? 
—-Our proprietor agreed that the land should be laid out in lots for each 
house by itself, but the other proprietor interfered after that was done, 
because, in doing so they came to occupy some of his land. T ie 
houses were mixed in amongst the others, and before the land could be 
laid out it interfered with the other property, and he interdicted the 
proceedings. 

19244. Do the properties lie adjacent to one another?—They are 
mixed. 

19245. In fact, the arrangement could hardly be carried out without 
what is called an excambion or interchange of properties to consolidate 
the properties, and then make an arrangement to consolidat? the crofts ? 
—That is right. 

19246. Do you know if the factor has ever represented the desirability 
of carrying out some arrangement ?—Yes. 

19247. Could they not agree as to the terms?—It appears so. 
19248. And the tenants are the sufferers by it?—Yes. 
19249. Do you know how the properties came to be so mixed up?— 

Partly because the late Mr Robertson purchased some property which 
belonged to the Earl of Zetland and other parties, and after his death 
his property was in the middle of the other property, and it was heired 
separately. 

19250. It is a very complicated arrangement?—Yes, and we have to 
suffer. 

19251. Has the factor never suggested any way out of the difficulty? 
—Yes, he has,tried what he could; but it never came to any arrangement. 

19252. Does the land you occupy belong to the one proprietor or to 
two ?—The laud I am occupying belongs to one. 

19253. And is it not aU together?—Not aH together. I have about 
thirty patches of it. 

19254. Separated from each other?—Yes; I am not sure of thirty, 
but there are twenty at any rate. 

19255. How do you get across to the other parts—do the people give 
free access ?—It is a difficult matter, but we must give each other access. 

19256. Do you drive carts across the other man's arable ground ?— 
Not carts, but wheelbarrows. 

19257. And you have to walk yourselves ?—Certainly. We have got 
a promise that it is to be arranged better in future; but we have had that 
promise for the last three years, and it has never taken place; and we 
have very bad houses as well. 
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MID YELL. 19258. Sheriff Kicclsor.—You are all fishermen in West Sand wick, 
— - I suppose ?—Yes, mostly. 

RAEFIRTH. 19259. How many men have a boat ?—Six, and sometimes five. 
a -Tffin! i • 19260. Are any of them owners of boats ?—2!\0} there is only one 

' crew purchasing a boat just now. 
19261. "What is the cost of a boat with all it3 sails ?—One of these big 

boats costs from £240 to £250 new. 
19262. And what will the nets cost besides 1—Each net will cost about 

£3 . 
19263. How many nets will there be?—According to the size of the 

boat—some forty and some fifty. 
1926-1. What kind of boats are they—the same as those in Lerwick? 

—Yes; some smack rigged and some lug sail boats. 
19265. What is the average tonnage Ì-—25 to 30 tons of dead weight. 
19266. Do you pursue the cod and ling fishing?—Not this season; 

but I have done it in former years. 
19267. Why not this season1?—Because the herring fishing commenced 

earlier. 
19268. Have you had good herring fishing?—Fairly, as yet. 
19269. How long does it last?—Up till about the latter part of 

September. 
19270. What do you consider a good fishing for a boat to make?— 

400 crans would be a fair fishing, and a good one 500 to 600 crans. 
19271. Is there any fish-curing place at Sand wick?—Yes, for ling and 

cod—a small place. 
19272. Is it a good harbour ?—A fine harbour, only it is small. Heavy 

vessels could not very well come into it. 
19273. Have you sufficient accommodation for your present boats ?— 

Yes. 
19274. A good pier?—Well, the pier is very simple just now ; we can 

get into the pier at high water, but only then. It would be easy to have 
a pier there, and it would not be costly. 

19275. A pier of stone and wood?—Yes; the piers here are always 
made of stone and wood. 

19276. Have you a sufficient supply of sea-ware for manure?—Some 
seasons we get a good deal and some seasons none. 

19277. Have you none except the drift sea-weed ?—None. 
19278. None growing on the shores ?—A few houses have the benefit of 

a little, but only a few. 
19279. What do you do for manure ?—We get turf. 
19280. Is not that forbidden; is it not considered bad for the ground ? 

•—No, not at all, where the ground is deep. 
19281. Does the grass grow freely again ?—I lay down the surface, and 

take from underneath that 
19282. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—How many crofters besides yourself 

are concerned in getting matters adjusted betwixt the two proprietors ?— 
I could not exactly say. I suppose there are about fourteen or fifteen 
situated in the same way. 

19283. What is the relationship between the two proprietors?—The 
late proprietor who died was the half brother, I think, of the mother of 
the present proprietor. 

19284. But they are relations?—Yes, very distant relations. 
19285. Did you and other people join in the remonstrance to have the 

matter settled ?-—Yes, several of us tried. 
19286. Did the Avhole of you join and sign a paper ?—Yes. 
19287. And that was of no use ?—We got a promise that it was to be 
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done, and in fact, it was done; but we never got the benefit. It was MID YELL, 
marked off how it was to be done. 

19288. But have you remonstrated as a body, against the delay in R A E K n m i -
carrying the thing out?—No; we did once, at the commencement. Basji Sinclair 

19289. Don't you think it would be wise to meet and put in another 
remonstrance against delay 1—We have given notice through Mr Keith, 
the factor, and he has applied for us. 

19290. Do you know whether one of the proprietors has only recently 
come of age, and that that is the reason he could not settle the matter 
legally ?—He is not of age yet, and won't be for some years.—[A Voice. 
—The main cause is that it is in the bands of the lawyers.] 
— Witness. And the poor tenants suffer for it. The houses are most 
miserable too. 

19291. The Chairman.—Are there any of these houses in which the 
family and cattle are together?—No, the cattle are by themselves. 

19292. When you enter the house, do you enter by an independent 
door, or by the byre ?—By an independent door outside. 

19293. Have you ever seen any houses in this country where the 
cattle and the family are under the same roof ?—Yes, I have heard of it, 
but I have never seen it. 

19294. In this house of which you speak, are there any windows in 
the wall or only panes of glass ?—No, we have two smaU windows in the 
walls; but there is a portion of the present house which was handed 
down to me as being 140 years old, and nothing has been done to it since. 

19295. Have your family been so long there ?—No, I have only been 
three years in my present house. 

19296. But were your forefathers there?—They resided there, not in 
the present houses, but close by. 

HUGH HUGHSON, Seaman (37)—examined. 

19297. The CJtairman.—WTiere were you born ?—Shetland. Hugh 
19298. Were you born in East Yell ?—In Vidian, on the mainland. Hughson. 
19299. A t what age did you go to sea?—Sixteen. 
19300. And have you made long voyages?—Yes, most of my time. 
19301. What countries have you been in?—China, India, and the 

Colonies. 
19302. Have you been in the Royal Navy?—No. 
19303. Have you met many Shetlanders on board ships in which you 

have served ?—A great many. 
19304. Are you now living on land ?—Yes. 
19305. Have you a family ?—No, I have not; I came, and took up my 

brother's family. I came home to see my mother, and when my brother 
died I took up his family. 

19306. You are now living in Yell?—Yes, in Gossabrugh, East Yell 
19307. And have you got some land ?—Yea. 
19308. Do you find the young people in your place inclined to go 

on board ship, and serve for long voyages ?—Yes, a great many of them. 
19309. Have any of them enlisted in the navy?—Some of them have. 
19310. Do you think that if the Government were to send a training 

ship to this country, to show the people how the boys are brought up, 
they would be more inclined to enlist in the navy ?—I think they would. 

20311. Have you ever seen a training ship?—Yes, and I would have 
been glad to have been put into any of them at ten or twelve years of age. 
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MID YELL. 19312. You th ink that , if the people saw how the boys were treated, 
they would be encouraged to enlist ] — I should th ink they would be if 

K A *-FIBTH. they only knew the value of it as I do. 
FT-!---. 19313. You are satisfied with the treatment the boys receive on board t 

Hughson. —Yes , in the navy. 
1931-1. Is it generally known among the fishing people and poor people 

of the country ]—No, i t is not . The poor people in Shetland are kept 
bl ind to everything. They are blinded to what is going on in other parts. 

19315. But still you say a great number of people are going to sea1?— 
Yes, but those at home are kept very ignorant of what is doing ; they aro 
not allowed to know how they could better themselves, and they are taxed 
in aU possible forms and ways. 

19316. Are you now living by land or sea?—By land, and on the 
money I saved up before. I cannot live on the croft, it cannot keep me ; 
it is on what I saved up before that I am trying to keep my brother's 
family. But if I got security I might live on property. My brother had 
a lease, and I am holding it on at the present time. 

19317. How long has the lease stLU to run ]—Ten years yet 
19318. And are you making any improvements]—I have, ever since I 

came. 
19319. What is the nature of the improvements ]—Cultivation. 
19320. Any drainage 1—Yes, drainage. 
19321. "What sort of drains]—Open drains. I drained the property, 

and places which were growing weeds when I came home, are now grow­
ing white oats. 

19322. Have you any fencing]—No, I would be glad if I could get 
a fence on my property, to keep it from other people's cattle. 

19323. If your proprietor would pay for half the fence, would you pay 
for the other half %—Yes. 

19324. What sort of a fence ]—A wire fence. 
19325. Is it soft ground]—Not so extra soft, but what a fence would 

stand. 
19326. Is it rocky ground]—No, not rocks, sank 
19327. What is the extent of your ground]—About six merks or 

acres. 
19328. Besides scathold right]—Yes. 
19329. What stock do you keep on it]—Six cows and two horses, and 

I think about eight sheep. 
19330. And what rent do you pay for that 1—Over £20 , taxes and all. 
19331. What sort of a house is there on it 1—Four rooms with a felt 

roof. 
19332. Is there any business carried on ]—I have a small business. 

My brother had it before. 
19333. Do you cure fish ]—A little, but it is not much that I can get 

to cure. 
19334. Are there many competitions for curing]—No, there is no one 

but myself, but there is not much to get. 
19335. Was your brother bound by his lease to make improvements] 

—No. 
19336. How long was the lease for ]—Fourteen years. 
19337. Who do you say was proprietor]—Mx Ogilvie Robertson, and 

now it is Mr Hastie. 
19338. Have you and the proprietor had any differences]—No, 

only I cannot get the house repaired, and it is becoming spoiled. If I 
repair it ho won't pay me for it, and if I leave it he won't give me any 
mdeurrage. 
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19339. If the roof is felt, won't you keep it water-tight?—Yes, if they MID YELL, 
put the walls in repair, but the water is coming in through the waUs. 

19340. It was not repaired when your brother took it?—No, and bv RAEFIRTH. 
the lease he was bound to repair it. Word was sent by the factor that I « 7 
would have to put repairs on it. They will give the lime, but I don't Hughfon. 
see I am bound to do the work. 

193-11. Is there any dissatisfaction among the people in the country 
near you ?—Yes, there is a great many of them in the same position, the 
same as I am. If they could get leases of their property they would 
improve it. That is what they want 

19342. They want long leases ?—Yes, about twenty-one years. 
19343. And then they would keep the thing going themselves?—Yes, 

the property is going to waste as it is. 
19344. That is the chief cause of complaint at this place ?—Yes, want 

of leases. 
19345. Professor Maclciiraon.—If they had that long lease would they 

improve their houses too ?—I don't see how they could if thev pay heavy 
rents. I think the factor should improve the houses and repair them. 
That was the arrangement when the leases were made. 

19346. You don't consider the rent too high if the proprietor did what 
you wish ?—It is rather too high, because I cannot keep cattle enough to 
pay the rent. If I could keep cattle enough to graze on my property 
and pay the rent, I would not consider it too high. 

19347. Is it higher than the rent of the crofters about you?—Yes, 
there is none about me paying above £ 5 of rent. 

19348. Although they have a croft as big as yours?—Yes. 
19349. How do you account for yours being so high?—I don't know. 
19350. Is it because of the 6hop and fish-curing 1—I suppose so. 
19351. And the lease?—Yes, I expect so. 
19352. The others have not leases?—No, I cannot account how the 

rent was raised. My brother's predecessors paid only £ 8 for the place. 
19353. But they had not a shop and curing estabhshment ?—Yes, 

they had. 
19354. You would not be inclined to enter into a new arrangement of 

that kind yourself. You don't think it is a good thing ?—No, I do not 
consider it is. But on account of keeping a family, who are aU quite 
young, I went into it. There are eight of a family. 

19355. You would not have taken it for yourself?—No, I would not 
at the rent. 

19356. Even suppose the proprietor had fulfilled the terms of the lease 
by putting the house in order ?—No, I should not have liked to take it for 
myself. 

19357. Have you made any representation to the proprietor or the 
factor about putting the house in order ?—Yes. 

19358. Who is the factor?-—Mr Keith. 
19359. And did he not consider your proposal reasonable?—Yes, 

providing he could get the sanction of the landlord, but he cannot 
19360. What would it cost ?—About £ 1 0 or £12 would put it in repair. 
19361. The ground of dissatisfaction which the people of the district 

have, is that they have not leases ?—Yes, that they don't have leases, so 
far as I know. 

19362. They don't fish much. Is that because there is no special 
fishing ground ?—There is ground, but the harbour is bad; there is not 
a safe harbour to come into. 

19363. Could a harbous be easily made ?—I do not know if it could, 
because it is an open bay. 
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.MID YELL. 19364. How far are they from a suitable harbour ?—Mid Yell 
19365. How far is Mid Yell?—Six or seven rndes. 

UAEFIRTH. 19366. And where do the young people of the place go to?—They 
Hugh generally go to the fishing, and others go to sea. 

liughson. 19367. Are they better or worse off than in Vidian 1—A good deal 
worse off than where I was brought up. 

19368. In what respect ?—Because their farms don't pay them, and the 
fishing is not so good. 

19369. "Were the farms better in Delting?—Yes, and the farms were 
producing more; they are not producing half of what they used to do. 
The people are forced to leave because they cannot make a living; the 
young people are going away, and the old people are not fit to work or 
improve. 

19370. Do you think the farm3 are big enough to keep the people 
without assistance from the fishing ?—No, the one needs to be assisted by 
the other—part fishing and part farming. 

19371. Some of the family remain at the farm and some go to the 
fishing Ì—Yes. 

19372. And that is the way they live about you ?—Yes. But if they 
had the farms more improved they could take more out of them. They 
have no chance ; they have no demurrage for improving the farms, and 
they leave them worse, and don't believe in working on them. But I 
think, if I could work upon it, it would pay me. I Avould have benefit 
by it. The more improvements the crofter makes the greater is the 
benefit to himsp.lf. 

19373. But you don't make improvements ?—I have made improvements 
in the three years I have been there; I have improved well on to three acres. 

19374. Is the value of it increasing ?—Yes, I see them increasing it to 
me, and that is why I won't improve more. If I could have it fenced, and 
got it to myself, it would be different. 

19375. Perhaps by the time the lease is out it won't be too highly 
rented ?—I do not see why they should increase it on me. If I improve 
ground I think the rent should not be increased, but lowered, so that 
I shoidd get the value of my work. 

19376. How do you think that could best be brought about 1—I do 
not know exactly. I think it could be brought about very easily by 
looking at the value of the property when I took it, and when I leave it 
after my improvements. 

19377. You would wish the law to be such that you could get the 
value of your improvements ?—Yes, from the time I commence until I 
leave it. 

19378. Of course, the law is that the proprietors as well as yourself 
should abide by the terms of the lease ?—Yes, but they won't do that. 
They want to place you so that you cannot make them do that. 

19379. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—How long have you been looking 
after this place ?—Three years and six months. 

19380. What family were you obliged to take up?—Nine of them— 
eight children and my brother's wife. 

19381. Were your parents dead1?—My father died when I was a 
child. My mother is alive, and I have to support her. 

19382. Are you spending some of your own earnings?—I am spend­
ing my own earnings all the time—ever since I started here. 

19383. What you want is encouragement from the proprietor—per­
manency in your holding?—Yes. 

19384. In regard to these fences, you say you would pay half the 
fence ?—Yes. 
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19385, You used the expression that the people in Shetland were MID YELL. 
kept in ignorance, what did you mean by that %—-Because they don't 
get to know where they could get a better living. I consider I could _ I K r i 1 , 

make a better living in another country than I can do in Shetland. Hu<-h 
1938G. Are there any newspapers published in Shetland ?—Only the Hughson. 

Shetland Times, and it is very small; it is not of much account. The 
only thing we get in it is an account of the fidhing, and if we did not get 
a paper out of the south we should be almost entirely out of the world. 

19387. Mr Cameron.—Why don't you get a paper?—I always send 
for one. I generaHy have the Scotsman or the Liverpool Mercury. 

19388. Yet you said you did not know what was going on1?—Plenty 
don't. You might be in town yourself a century, and not know what 
was going on, if you had not a newspaper. 

19389. But if you buy a paper, you have the same information as other 
people ?—Yes. but the rest of the people in the place don't do that. I 
send and get it for myself, but I am not going to get papers to let them 
know what is going on. 

19390. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—Is there plenty of land in Shetland 
where a man may make a good living?—Certainly, if the people only 
had the privilege of working on it. 

19391. Although you say there arc other places away from Shetland 
where you could make a better living, yet a good living could be made in 
Shetland ?—Yes. 

19392. And any thing you want in the way of increased holdings you 
are willing to pay a fair rent for?—Yes, if we could only get them, but 
we cannot get them. 

19393. You don't want anything without paying fairly for it?—No, 
nothing; but we cannot get i t ; the proprietors won't give it to us. 
Some small squatters perhaps are put on, and they perhaps take up our 
pasture, and if they have cattle they drive ours off and take it, although 
we are paying for it. We should like to have our own pasture for which 
we pay, and let them keep on theirs. 

ALEXANDER WALKER, Merchant, Mid Yell (28)—examined. 

19394. The Chairman.—.How long have you been settled here — 
Marly four years. 

19395. Were you brought up to this description of trade?—No. 
19396. What was your father?—My father was a gardener. 
19397. You are a young man to have become a trader. Were you 

anywhere else before being here ?—South Shields. 
19398. How did you come to establish yourself in Shetland?—My 

wife is a Shetlander, and I came with her an!I her brother to Shetland, 
and we started business together in West Sandwick, and then removed 
from there to here, and dissolved partnership. 

19399. You have been here only four years?—Yes, since 1880. 
19400. Since you have established yourself here, have you found your 

business improving?—Yes, but there were a great many drawbacks that 
kept us back. 

19401. Still you say there has been some improvement?—Certainly. 
19402. What do you deal in besides fish-curing?—General goods of 

all kinds. 
19403. Do you find that the people make more purchases than when 

you first came ?—-They do. 
19404. Do they pay as well as they did?—They pay better. 

Alex^nier 
Walker. 
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MID YF.I.L. 19405. They buy more and pay better''—They do. 
19-406. Do you think the condition of the people has improved within 

RAEFIUTH. t h ( J j a g t f o u r y e a r s | _ j t h a g -

Alexander 19407. You said that there were drawbacks to the improvement of 
Walker your trade; what are these drawbacks?—Since I came to Shetland thL 

is my second removal from a yearly tenancy. At Martinmas 1881, 1 
was removed from this place, after offering £ 5 0 for the place. I paid 
£35 before. I was the sitting tenant, and I offered the same rent and the 
same security as the man who came after me, but I had to be removed. 

19408. But stiU you continued in Mid Yell?—I had to build a shop 
for myself, and lio out of business on account of these removals. It 
almost ruined me. I furnished the place. I had an hotel licence, and 
my furniture was lying in the manse after I was in the place a year. 

19409. Why didn't you apply for a lease ?—I did that, but they would 
not give it. 

19410. When you opened shop and established yourself, how did 
you get ground upon which to build your shop?—I got it from Mi-
George Hay of Lerwick, a different proprietor. 

19411. And have you a lease now?—No, I was promised a lease once 
the shop was built, and the shop was built for a little more than £100, 
and he charged me £16 more than the place paid before, for the £100 of 
outlay. 

19412. You have laid out this money without a lease?—They built 
the shop ; I paid for the building, but they afterwards paid me. 

19413. Did they pay you back in fuU?—In full. 
19414. Then you now sit as tenant at will?—Tenant at will, and six-

monthly rent. 
19415. What is their great objection to giving a lease ?—I cannot tell. 

I was certainly promised a lease from Mr Hay, but he has not fulfilled 
that promise, and there are a great many drawbacks. I have no pier, 
and I am agent for the Earl of Zetland and for the Steam Navigation 
Co. I have to wade into the sea in carrying out my duties as agent 
for the steamer, while, if I had had a lease, I would have improved 
the place, and built a pier for myself. But how could I do so, and be 
turned out perhaps at the end of the year. 

19416. What other drawbacks are there?—The drawback is this, that 
if we do improve, we have no certainty of getting anything for improving; 
and we are tenants at wHL which is a very wrong thing. In addition, last 
year I had £700 worth of goods, and what was I to do with forty days' 
notice in a place like Shetland ? I have three fishing boats and men to 
supply, and it won't do for me to be without stock, especially here where 
we only get the steamer once a week. 

19417. Have you the facilities of postal communication and telegraph ? 
—We have; but we have not got accommodation where we can telegraph 
for an article and have it in the shop by the next train. Perhaps the 
steamer leaving Lerwick may miss the south steamer's goods, and in that 
way one may miss his stuff. I cannot get goods the same as in the north 
of Scotland or England. The summer before last we had only two posts 
in the week, and in winter only one. I think in summer now there are 
three. 

19418. Slieriff Nicolson.—Do you deal largely with the people here­
about ?—I do. 

19419. Do you find them good customers 1—I do. 
19420. Arc they generally able to pay fairly well1}—Yes, if we keep 

away from the poorer classes; plenty of them are not able to earn any­
thing. 
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19121. Are there many of them not able to earn anything?—There MID YELL 
are a great many feeble old people. 

19122. Do you give them long credit ?—Commonly we have to give it B A E F " r r n -
from year to year; we cannot help it, although it is safe enough. Alexander 
Crofters are not like people getting in money every day. They cannot Walker. 
sell stock more than once a year. They cannot get money unless they 
sell stock, and if you push them for money they have to seU their stock at 
a disadvantage perhaps. 

19123. What sort of goods do you chiefly sell to them1?—General 
goods and drapery and groceries, and I buy hosiery. 

19121. Do you sell meal I—Meal and all. 
19125. Do you take fish from them1?—Yes. 
19126. What is the system on which you take the fish,—do you pay 

money or goods ?—Those who require money are paid in money ; some 
require goods, and some will take part goods and part money. That is 
the way commonly; but mostly now it is cash. 

19127. Has there been any change in that respect within the last few 
years ?—No material change since I came here. 

19128. Didn't there use to be more of a system of paying by goods ?— 
I believe so; but that was before my time. 

19129. Do the people here know when the fish is taken from them 
what the price is to be ?—Yes, the price is the first thing asked for. 

19130. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—You have been here most of the day ? 
—-I have. 

19131. You have heard the evidence given by the other -witnesses ?— 
Yes. 

19132. Do you agree with them, from your own observation and your 
conversation with the people about their complaints, that no encourage­
ment is given by the proprietors in the neighbourhood, and that very 
little progress is going on ?—I believe that is so. There is little 
encouragement given by the proprietors. 

19133. And consequently there is not the progress there might be ?— 
Not half. 

19131. You were paying when you came here first £3.5, Os. 5d. of 
rent 1—Yes. 

19135. And you were willing to give £50?—I offered £ 5 0 when the 
place was advertised. 

19136. What additional accommodation or buildings were given by 
the proprietor or included in that enlarged rent?—None given, but a 
great deal taken away. I had a farm here, and it was taken from the 
property altogether. 

19137. And there was a rise of rent?—Yes, and a reduction of the 
farm. 

19138. Do you consider, therefore, that these proceedings have had the 
effect of harassing you in business ?—I am all but alive. I t has almost 
been my death, and nearly ruined me besides. There were six months 
I lay in a smaU place of 12 or 11 feet long and 12 feet wide, by being 
thrown out, and having no place to go to with my wife and children. 
And we had to take in £600 worth of shop goods with us. 

19139. When you came here from Sandwick did you come with the 
purpose of developing the resources of the place, and do good to your­
self ?—I did. 

19140. Is there only one proprietor all along here?—Yes, the whole 
way, unless the small piece of property I am on, belonging to Mr Hay. 

19111. What is the name of the proprietor, and the person upon whose 
land you were formerly ?—It belonged to the Spences—Mr Robert Niven 
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MID YELL. Spence ; but he died before I came here. It was sold then to Richmond 
& Co., or Mr John Harrison, the present proprietor. 

RAKFIBTH. 19442. Who occupies the store and place you had formerly?—Mr 
Alexander Sandison. 
Walker. 19143. Does he live there ?—He doc . 

19144. l)ocs he carry on the same occupation as yourself?—Not 
exactly; he is not interested in fishing personally. Perhaps he is 
interested for the proprietor for all I kuow. 

19445. Sir Kenneth Mackenzie.—Has he a business1—Yes, the same 
as I had. 

1944G. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh—Is that the only licensed house here? 
— I t is. 

19447. We were told that in other places that, when fishing population 
is about, the licence is suspended ; why is that not done here ?—I don't 
know : I believe it would have been in our favour if it had. 

19448. You personally would not be against it if you held the licence? 
—I know for a fact it would keep many a shilling in my drawer which I 
have to pay out. I have sixteen or eighteen fishermen in my boats, and 
when they come ashore they want money to get drink, and let the fishing be 
good or bad I have to give it to them, and it comes to be a drain upon 
me. 

19449. What rent are you now paying ?—£20, with taxes. 
19450. Mr Cameron.—The shilling would be carried to their credit? 

—I pay it to them. 
19451. You would have to pay it later on; but you are not a gainer? 

—No, I am not a loser, if I am certain of it at the end of the season. 
19452. You take the shilling into consideration when you settle with 

the fishermen ?—Yes. 
19453. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—What have you for the £201—Not 

so much as I could stand upon outside my door. The house was 
formerly 4, and I was to have a lease ; the rent was put down at £4 
for the house and £16 for the shop. The cost of the shop was a little 
over £100 . 

19454. What do you pay for milk and supplies?—I pay for grass, and 
keep one cow for the sake of my children only. Otherwise I woidd not 
keep a cow at a l l ; I have no place for it. 

19455. The Chairman.—What do you pay for the grazing of the 
cow ?—Twenty shiUings a year. 

19456. What do you pay in winter?—I have to purchase stuff. 
19457. How much does it cost you?—Perhaps about £ 2 ; I paid it 

last year. 
19458. Does the cow run out in winter?—I have the use of the hill 

during the whole year, but there is scarcely any grass in winter. The 
cow goes to get the air. 

19459. The cow on the hill costs about £ 3 a year ?—It does. 
19460. For which you get the milk?—Yes. 
19461. And that suits you better than to buy milk ?—I could not get 

it to buy. 
19 162. Sli cr iff Nicolson.—Is milk so scarce?—It is. 
19463. Do the people need it all for their own families?—-Yes, and 

more if they could get it. Sometimes they have no milk at all. There 
are some large families, and sometimes it is late before the cow 
calves. 

19464. What do they give their children?—They purchase syrup in 
spring ; sometime in the spring of the year the cattle are not able to rise 
owing to want of food. 
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19465. Sir Kenneth Mackenzie.—Is it customary to go round the hill MID YELL, 
and lift them ?—No, they are in the byres. 

19-106. But they have to be lifted i—Yes, a thing which is unknown R A E F I R T g-
where I belong to, as the cattle are better fed. I belong to Deeside, Alexander 
Aberdeenshire. Walker. 

19167. Professor Mackinnon.—How long had you a licence?—Only 
one year. 

19468. Was the licence suspended during the fishing season that 
year ?—No, but the fishing season then was not like what it is now. 
There was only one curer then, and latterly there have been two. 

19469. By your arrangement with the fishermen, are you bound to 
supply them with money for drink ?—I am bound to a certain ex tent; if the 
men have been out at the ling fishing for two or three nights it is necessary 
that they should have something when they come in, and many a time at 
herring fishing the same thing occurs. But at the same time, I wLU not 
say that it is necessary just now, in the herring fishing season. 

19170. Would it not be necessary to have a licence in that case?— 
Not so much now as in the dead of winter. 

19171. Are you bound to supply them with money to get drink?—No. 
19172. Why do you do it ?-—For the convenience of the men. 
19173. Do you consider it wrong?—Many a time I do, but still I can­

not help it. 
19171. But your complaint against the proprietor is that he preferred 

to have another tenant ?—Yes, that is the late proprietor. He told me 
my offer would be as good as that of any one else, but I found it was not. 

19175. He gave the place to the other tenant at the same rent as you 
offered ?—Yes, but the farm was taken away. 

19176. You offered £ 5 0 for the place you had, including the farm ?—• 
I t was put up that way, and I offered £50 , as it was advertised. 

19177. And the proprietor got £ 5 0 for the place, less the farm ?—Yes, 
but it was less the farm that I offered. 

19178. Sir Kenneth Mackenzie.—Was the place advertised without 
their making you an offer?—It was. 

19179. Professor Mackinnon.—And it was given to one who only 
made the same offer as you ?—Yes. 

19180. The Chairman.—And you were put to the expense and incon-
vpnienceof shifting thegoods, and having no place to shift them to ?—Yes. 

19181. Professor Mackinnon.—What remedy would you provide for 
the like of that ?—To give a lease would be the best remedy, and then, 
when a man's lease expired, he would know it was his duty to renew it, 
or look out for some other place. 

19182. Would you deprive the proprietor of the right to choose his 
tenant?—No, but I think the sitting tenant, if his character is good, 
ought to have the preference. 

19183. Would you make that a matter of law?—I cannot say that ; I 
think it ought to have been a matter of law in this case. Forty days' 
warning is not sufficient for a merchant in business. 

19181. The Chairman.—Would you make a proper length of warning 
a matter of law ?—Yes, I should say that in cases of yearly tenure one 
year's notice should be given. 

19185. Mr Cameron.—Would you apply that to all places in England 
and Scotland ?—No, but there I would have got a store for my goods. 

19186. Would you make it the law elsewhere than in Mid YeU ?—I 
would make it a law in any country place, in the case of a tenant at will, 
especially in the case of a country merchant, when he is liable to bo 
turned out at forty days' notice it is a very silly affair. 

4 L 
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RAEFIHTH. 

Alexander 
Walker-

Mi I) YELL. 19187. Is he more silly in Mid Yell than he would be in London or 
Manchester?—Yes, what would I do with my goods in Mid Yell?—I 
would have to charter a schooner to take my goods out of the country. 
There is no store to put one's goods into. 

19488. Don't you think if business people had this enormous advan­
tage under the law that there might be very considerable competition 
amongst them, and that they would come to Mid Yell ?—No, I don't 
think that. The best way to prevent that is to give leases. 

19489. But there might be competition for the lease ?—Just so. 
19490. Professor Mackinnon.—Would you apply it to the merchant 

as weU as the proprietor ?—I would have it fair on both sides. 
19491. That the merchant should be bound to give notice too?—Yes, 

I should say so. The present notice of forty days' is too short. 
19492. And the merchant would be bound to give security for a year's 

advance of rent ?—That would be a simple matter. 
19493. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—You applied for a lease at £35, 

Os. 5d. ?—Yes. 
19494. And you consider that the landlord, having refused to give you 

the lease, had no right then to put you out in favour of a stranger, you 
being willing to give the same increase of rent ?—That is so; I might even 
have given £ 1 0 or £20 more rather than be removed I would suggest 
in addition to what I have stated, that a workhouse should be erected in 
Lerwick or elsewhere. There are more paupers in the parish than ought 
to be getting a supply, and that is at our expense entirely; whereas in 
the workhouse, women who can do any kind of work, might bring in 
something which could be applied to the support of the institution. 

19495. Are there poor here on the rolls who ought to be supported by 
their relatives ?—There are some, I think, but there are a great many on 
the poor roll who would be able to do something if they were energetic 
enough. 

19496. And who woidd not go into the poorhouse ?—I am certain they 
would not. One workhouse would be sufficient for the whole of the 
islands. Under the present system, there is also the expense of keeping 
inspectors, which would be avoided if a workhouse were erected. We 
don't have any satisfaction under the present system at all. 

JAMES M. BARCLAY, Inspector of Poor for Mid and South Yell, Clerk 
to the School Board, and CoUector of Rates (38)—examined. 

James M. 19497. Professor MacMnnon.—We were told that the poor rate and 
Barclay. the school rate together were 6s. 6d. in this parish, what are the rates in 

South Yell ?—It is the same in both parishes; they form one civil parish. 
19498. North YeU and Fetlar are a separate parish 1—Yes. 
19499. Did you hear the evidence of the previous witnesses?—Some 

of it. 
19500. Have you any idea how the rates could be reduced in any way 

and the efficiency of the administration still kept up ?—I don't see how 
the rates could be reduced at present. The poor rate has been reduced 
this past year, and I hope to be able to reduce it again this year. But 
the rental of the parish is low. The valuation of the parish is only some 
£1500 or £1600. A rate oi even 4s. on\y produces about £300, aud 
there have been as many as seventy paupers on the roll. 

19501. How long have you been inspector?—Eight years. 
19502. Do you think there are some people on the roll who would not 
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have been on it if what is caUed the poorhouse test were applied ?—There MID YELL 
are some, but these people are not receiving a very large allowance; a 
very small aUowance generally. Cases of that sort are sometimes taken -»*-BBtt-t 
on, but the allowance is fixed very low. They are taken on simply to jam7s~M 
help them. The aUowance may perhaps pay their house rent. Barclay." 

19503. Looking at the number that can be taken off the roll by the 
poorhouse test, and considering the expense of erecting the poorhouse and 
maintaining the inmates in it, would you consider it to be an economical 
arrangement for Shetland to enter into such an undertaking as building 
a poorhouse ?—I think it ought to be done; if it did not save much off 
the rates, it would at any rate reduce the pauperism. It would reduce 
the number of paupers, although the aUowance to each individual would 
have to be more. Only real cases of pauperism would then be admitted, 
because the test would show whether the people had friends who would 
come forward to help them or not. A great many of our paupers are old 
people of eighty or ninety years of age. 

19504. Are there many of your paupers whom you have to maintain 
out of Shetland ?—Yes, and they are the heaviest on the parish. Some­
times we have a number in Edinburgh, Lerwick, and different places— 
people who have gone from the parish, and have not established a resi­
dence anywhere else. The allowance given to these people is much larger 
than what they would get here. They get 2s., 3s., and 4s. a week; 
whereas if they were here they would only get 9d., Is. or Is. 6d. a week. 

19505. And you think you would save in that way?—Yes. The 
rates are also kept high on account of the number of pauper lunatics in the 
asylum. The parish also got into debt at one time, and the rate has 
been kept up a little to reduce the debt, which is now paid up. Since 
the pauper lunatic grant was established by Government for the aid and 
maintenance of pauper lunatics, and the regulation by the Lunacy Board 
allowing paupers not dangerous to be boarded out, we have been able to 
save a good deal of money. We were paying £120 a year at one time 
for paupers in the asylum alone. 

19506. Your school rate is high, is it not ?—Yes, 2s. 6d. in the pound. 
19507. Is there any prospect of its being reduced?—Not for some 

years. 
19508. How many schools have you under the new system?—Six. 
19509. How much money have you borrowed to buUd these?—The 

interest on the borrowed money is over £60 a year; the schools cost 
£1300 or £1400 each. 

19510. Do you think you have got schools in every part of the parish 
where they are necessary ?—In every place where there is any popula­
tion that will authorise the board to go to the expense. There is only 
one district where there is no school, and the number of children there 
is very smalL 

19511. How are these children educated?—They have no school at 
present. 

19512. You have not taken advantage of the arrangement by which 
they can be educated by a lad, and sent to a school for examination ?— 
We have, but the people would not take advantage of i t ; they would not 
have it. There was a teacher appointed on the itinerating scheme, but 
the people would not have him. There were not ten children, I think, 
in the district I refer to, and the people wanted a school built, and they 
are dissatisfied that that has not been done. The School Board applied 
to the Society for Propagating Christian Knowledge, and a teacher has 
been appointed for twelve months, but he has no place to go to. 

19513. Is there no corner for him?—There was a house vacant last 
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MID YELL, winter, and t h e School Board are a t present restor ing i t to make it suitable 
for him. 

RAKFIUTH. 1 9 U 4 . I hope you have no t engaged the teacher]—He was engaged 
James M conditionally, if he could find a place to teach in. 
Barclay. 19515. Are these new schools being taken advantage of by the 

children ?—In some districts they at tend regularly; in others they do 
not, and there is no worse district than Mid Yell itself. 

19516. Has the School Board taken any steps to force them in?— 
There is a compulsory officer who gops to the school anil sees who are 
absent , and some of the people have been before the board, bu t none of 
t hem have been prosecuted. 

19517. I suppose they can give a good many reasons for their children 
not being at school ?—Yes, bu t the reasons are not always satisfactory. 

19518. B u t the School Board have not prosecuted any parents ?—No. 
19519. Of course, prosecution would be somewhat expensive?—Yes. 

Al l the children, I may say, cannot a t tend in the winter season. 
19520 . But they could a t tend better than they do1?—Clearly; and in 

some districts where t i e y do at tend the school is almost self-supporting, 
whereas in others the deficiency which has to be made up is over £ 2 0 ; 
and tha t accounts for the high school rate. 

19521 . Are the teachers principally male or female ?—There are three 
male teachers and three female teachers. 

19522. Female teachers can be had cheap ; is t ha t the reason you 
employ them?—Yes, and they get on quite as well. W e have no 
advanced scholars. 

19523. If there was a good school here, don ' t you t h i n k some of the 
people would take advantage of it, and allow their boys to remain a t 
school some time longer?—There are three principal schools with certificated 
male teachers, who ought to be able to give the children a good education. 

19524. Are there many boys who remain at school till they are fourteen 
or fifteen ?—Not many. 

19525. Is tha t less or more the case now than under the old adminis­
trat ion ?—Under the old administration the teaching was very uncertain. 
There were a few boys who had been at sea, who attended to learn a 
l i t t le navigation. 

19526. A n d has tha t practice entirely ceased?—I th ink those who go 
in for examinations in the merchant service at tend school at the port 
they are sailing from—Liverpool, or wherever they may be. 

19527. A n d there is nothing now in the way of teaching the older 
boys navigation ?—No, I shoidd say not. 

19528. M r Cameron.—What is the popidation of the par ish?—I am 
no t quite certain, bu t I was told it was 1708 at the last census. 

19529. A n d there are seventy paupers on the roH?—Not ju s t now, bu t 
there have been that . There are somewhere about s ix ty jus t now. 

19530 . W h a t is the ordinary allowance you give to a pauper ?—About 
I s . a week to those who are resident in the parish. 

19531. A n d what besides ?—They have a house or hu t . 
19532. Fuel?—They have an aUowance for peats, and some of them 

have to be cared for and attended. 
19533. Do they get clothing ?—A certain amount of clothing. 
19534. D o you give them the Is . a week in meal?—In money, to buy 

meal or whatever they require. 
19535. But they can hardly live upon tha t ?—No, they cannot. 
19536. W h a t do they do 1—1 cannot tell you ; many of them are old 

women, and kn i t so as to supplement what they g e t ; and many of their 
neighbours are k ind to them. 
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19537. Could they not force you to give them a higher aUowance than MID YELL. 
that ?—In some cases, where they have applied to the Board of Supervision, 
they have not succeeded. There is no case where any application to the R-ÌÌ--'-I-TU. 
Board of Supervision has resulted in an increased allowance since I j " "-,.-
became inspector. Barclay. 

19538. Where there are children under age, to what extent do you 
increase the allowance?—It depends on what the mother is able to do for 
them. 

19539. What would be the allowance of a woman with three children ? 
—We have none of these; we have few cases of that sort on the roll. 

195-10. Your aUowauce appears to be small, and your rate high ?—Yes. 
19511. And you think that might be improved if you had a poor-

house ?—Yes, it might not at once reduce the rate. 
19542. But it would reduce pauperism ?—Yes. 
19543. Do you think people would not go into the house if it were 

used as a test ?—It would be used as a test; and the Parochial Board 
would be able to give a better allowance to those who were really deserving. 

19544. Have the Parochial Board ever taken the subject into consider-
• ation?—Yes, it has been up before them several times, and they have 

been always frightened at the expense. 
19545. Who is the Board of Supervision inspector who comes round 

here ?—Mr Peterkin. 
19546. Has he recommended a poorhouse ?—Often. 
19547. But they have never adopted it ?—It has not been adopted yet. 

Some of the local inspectors drew up a memorial addressed to the 
parochial boards, representing the necessity for a poorhouse, and it is just 
going the round at present. 

19548. The round of what 1—The round of the parishes. It was to be 
sent to the various chairmen to be submitted to the boards, pointing out 
the reasons why the inspectors consider it advisable that the boards 
should consider the matter agaiu. 

19549. The idea was to have one poorhouse for the whole islands ?— 
Yes. 

19550. Do the six schools in this parish supply accommodation for all 
the children ?—Yes. 

19551. Are there not some places too far off?—Only the one district I 
mentioned; and if there had been a road all the way, the children would 
not have had over four miles to walk But there is only a road part of 
the way. 

19552. Is there not a very nasty burn between where the people live 
and the school?—It depends on what school the children attend. If the 
people on the west side were to attend West Sandwick school, they would 
not have to cross the burn. 

19553. How many families have to cross the burn to get to school?— 
There are only three families of children on that side of the burn. 

19554. Have these families always paid their rates?—Until recently; 
there has been a dispute about that lately, and we gave them an 
opportunity of hearing the decision of the sheriff in the case, and they 
have been at Lerwick thi3 week. I have a note from the solicitor who 
acted for us this morning, stating that the case has been up, and has 
been decided against the people. 

19555. Their ground, I suppose, was that they should not be called 
upon to pay rates, because there was no school available in terms of the 
Act ?—Yes. 

19556. Do you know what reason the sheriff gave in deciding against 
them ?—No, I have heard no particulars. 

I 
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MID YELL. 19557. But the people have expressed themselves as "willing to pay, 
since they have got a house fitted up as a school temporarily ?—I don't 

EFIRTH. know yet: they wiU have to pay, because the sheriff has decided against 
James it, them. We could have proceeded against them by summary warrant, but 
Barclay. we did not do that. 

19558. In point of fact, it was impossible for the board to erect a 
school owing to the fewness of the families?—Utterly impossible. I 
understand their case would come under a section of the Scotch code pro­
viding that children in an outlying district may be taught at their own 
houses by a teacher approved of by the inspector, and that the children 
be brought to a central school for examination. 

19559. And you arranged for that ?—We offered them that accommoda­
tion last year; but they would not be satisfied unless they got a school 
built, 

19560. Are all the teachers certificated?—Yes, or in the way of earn­
ing certificates. 

19561. "What is their salary?—£30 for females and £40 for males, 
and half the fees and half the grants. 

19562. Do you know what that amounts to in each school1?—Some of 
the female teachers made about £ 5 0 last year; and they have a free 
house. And some of them may have an evening school, and so add to 
their income. 

19563. Do the parents of the children like the female teachers as well 
as the male teachers ; is there any dissatisfaction felt about them?—No. 

19561. Do they teach sewing? -Yes. 
19565. Singing ?—Yes, most of them. 
19566. Do you find that the salary and half the fees and half the 

grant is sufficient to get a fairly good teacher ?—We have some very good 
teachers. 

19567. Do they belong to the islands mostly?—No, they are all 
strangers. 

19568. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—Is the valuation roll of the county of 
Shetland published ?—No, it is not printed. 

19569. I t never was ?—Not to my knowledge. 
19570. Do you know the reason of that \—No, I cannot give any 

reason for it. 
19571. Do you get a manuscript copy of it?—Yes, a certified manu­

script copy. 
19572. What does the clerk charge you for it ?—Nothing. 
19573. We have been told there are a great number of lunatics ?—Yes, 

there are five or six in our parish. 
19571. And, of course, they are all boarded in the south ?—Not now, 

we have four boarded out in the parish. 
19575. I presume that has very much lightened the expense ?—Yes, 

it has lightened the rates considerably. 
19576. What is the assessment vou levy in the year?—A little 

£300 . 
19577. What do you get for the two offices you hold?—£25 as 

inspector, and £10 as collector. 
19578. Do you find any difficulty in recovering the whole of the 

assessment, or are there generally arrears?—We generally get in the 
greater part of it, but there are some arrears ; we have sometimes to wait 
before we get it aU in. The people may be hard up one year and better 
off the next. 

19579. Are the old people of eighty or ninety who are on the roll men 
or women ?—Principally women. 
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19580 . Have they any direct descendants upon whom the board could MID YELL. 
count !—Yes, if the board were to strictly carry out the Act, they would 
find relatives who might be forced to contribute ; b u t most of the RAEF'i-'i'H. 
pauper's relatives are not residing in the parish—they are not at hand, j a m c s r̂ 
and consequently are allowed to escape. They may be in Edinburgh, or Barclay.' 
Lei th, or Lerwick. 

19581. Do you let them off often if they are only at the distance of 
Lerwick ! — I t depends on their circumstances. 

19582. Do you know of any case which has come under your own 
observation where families on the poor roU have been dispossessed and 
obliged to leave the count ry!—No, not of my own knowledge. 

19583. D o you know of cases where they have been pu t out of their 
holdings !—Not to m y knowledge. 

19584. Are there many proprietors in this parish ho lding their own 
lands !—Yes, there are a few of tha t class, perhaps a dozen or so, owning 
their own farms. 

19585. D o you th ink these people return their lands at the full value 
they would bring if rented !—I t h ink so in most cases. The assessor has 
visited most of them, and tried to ascertain their real value. 

1958G. Does he sometimes vary the rental given in !—He did so two 
years ago in two or three cases, and increased the value. 

19587. Was that appealed against to the Valuat ion Court b y those 
who made up the erroneous returns !—I th ink some of them appealed, 
but I don't th ink they followed up the appeaL 

19588. I suppose you could not give us any information about the 
returns in the island of Fetlar 1—No. 

19589. W h a t returns are made by Lady Nicolson for the land which 
is in her own hands'?—Somewhere under £400 . I have seen the 
valuation, but I could not say for certain the amount. I t is some t ime 
since I saw the return, but I t h ink i t was about £ 3 7 0 . 

19590. Have you any idea what was the return for the t e n a n t s ! — I 
have n o t 

19591. Sir Kenneth Mackenzie.—What deductions do you make from 
the rental to find the assessable value in the parish !—25 per cent. 

19592. Then the real rental is over £20001—Yes . 
19593. Are you a native of the parish !—Yes. 
19594. Have you heard the complaints made to-day regarding the 

want of improved houses, and security of tenure, increase of rent, and 
want of compensation for improvements : have you known tha t these 
complaints were current in the parish for some time before it was 
known that the Commission was coming r o u n d ! — I know tha t in some 
districts the people have complained of uncomfortable houses. 

19595. And have thought the proprietor should have done more to 
make them comfortable!—Yes. 

19596. Has there been want of security of tenure after having im­
proved a place !—There may have been rare cases, b u t I don' t know of 
any in my own knowledge of recent years. 

19597. Have you not heard tha t there was considerable dissatisfaction 
in the parish with regard to these matters !—Only when the matter was 
brought up, and the people tried to find out if there was any cause of 
complaint ; and if there is anything they must speak it o u t 

19598. Did you hear anything said to-day which you did not expect 
to hear!—No, I did n o t 

19599. The Chairman.—Do you th ink what you have heard said is 
on the whole well founded, or the con t ra ry !—I t h ink generally what I 
have heard was fairly enough stated, only when they talk about getting 
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MID YELL, good houses, they forget that the building of houses is an expensive thing, 
and that the proprietor must have interest for his money. They think 

EAEFIRTH. gjg proprietor ought to do some things which are quite unreasonable in 
J raes~M. ^ne w a y °^ r e P a - r a n o- rebuilding without an increase of rent. Of course, 
Barclay.' if a tenant takes a croft with a house upon it, the proprietor has to keep 

it up, and will do ordinary repairs; but when it comes to the rebuilding 
of a house, it is a serious consideration, now that wages are so high, and 
I fancy no proprietor would do it without looking for some return. 

19600. Do you think there is any material improvement, or tendency 
to improvement, in the lodging of the people ?—Yes; within my own 
recollection there has been considerable improvement on the inside of the 
houses—lining them with wood, and papering them, and so on. A great 
many of the houses are lined, some of them all round, others have the 
ben end or private room—all of them mostly—lined with wood and 
papered, and that did not use to be the case. 

19601. I observed a kind of half-witted person hanging about the 
door of the church ; is that lad in receipt of parochial relief ?—Yes. 

19602. How much does he receive ?—£2, 10s. a year and his clothing. 
19603. How much is that per week?—Hardly a shilling. He was 

only admitted this year. 
19604. And one suit of clothing 1—Just as he requires it. 
19605. Does he always require it?-—He would need it oftener than he 

gets it : he is very destructive sometimes. 
19606. Is he lodged or boarded?—He lives with his mother and the 

rest of the family; his father is dead. 
19607. Has he received any education 1—No. 
1960S. Has any application ever been made to place him under 

restraint, or in an asylum ?—No, he was only admitted on the roU this 
last year. 

19609. He is what might be called an innocent ?—Yes ; and it is quite 
probable the allowance wiH be increased now that he is getting up to be 
a man; only he was admitted as a pauper before it was considered 
necessary to put him on the roll of lunatics. 

19610. Who are the members of the School Board here?—Rev. Mr 
Watson, Rev. Mr Barclay (my father), Mr Leask, proprietor, Mr Keith, 
farmer, and Mr Sandison, merchant—five members. 

19611. Have there been any contested elections?—Yes, twice, I 
think. 

19612. Have they created any interest in the parish?—The first time 
they did. 

19613. Were there any candidates brought forward from the class of 
small occupiers or crofters ?—No. 

1961L Has that class of persons shown any desire to be on the board, 
or to take any interest in the adminsitration of education in the parish ? 
—Some do take an interest in education, but I have not heard of any 
who wished to be on the board; there are some who take an interest in 
education, and are anxious to have their children educated. 

19615. But my question was with reference to their being on the 
board ?—No, I cannot say they have expressed any desire to be on the 
board 

19616. But you are not aware that any influence has been used in the 
higher ranks of society to prevent representatives of that clas8 getting 
into the board ?—No, I am not aware that there has been any. 
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DAVID PETRIE, Crofter and Fisherman, Gossaburgh, Mid YeU (54)— MID YELL. 
examined. 

RAEFIRTH. 

19617. The Chairman.—Have you any statement to make about the David Petrie. 
condition of the people ?—Yes. 

19G18. Please to do so ?—The first thing we want is a fair valuation by 
Government of the lands we are occupying, because we have heavy rents 
and very little surface; and besides, we want houses we can live in. 
Our houses are 28 feet long by 12 feet wide, and 6 feet high in the walls, 
and are built like a dry stone dyke. There is some mortar heaved into 
them when they are being built; that is all. If they are built with lime, 
we have to be at the expense of it. Then they have a turf roof, not fit 
for a human being to live under. 

19619. What sort of houses do you wish to get1?—We want them to 
be built with lime, so as to make them sufficient and comfortable to live 
in. We cannot live comfortably in them just now; on a windy night 
in winter we are blown from the fireside almost. As for myself, I have 
no proprietor to apply to ; there is a factor who takes up the rent, but ho 
does not know who the property belongs to. 

19620. How is that?—Because it is a disputed property. 
19621. What sort of roof do you want?—I would like a house with 

two comfortable rooms and a felt roof. 
19622. Wre have heard a great deal about felt roofs, we don't think 

felt roots are good in the south of Scotland; do you think the people 
here have had sufficient experience of the durability of felt roofs1?—I 
think they have had experience of them for a few years. 

19623. Do they not require to be tarred every year ?—They do. 
19624. And if they are tarred every year, how long do you think they 

will last ?—A long time, I think. A thatch roof is a great deal of 
trouble, and the wind often like to carry them away. 

19625. What do you generally use for thatch here?—All straw. 
19626. You want a valuation of your land and good houses: what do 

you want next?—We just want to have a fair valuation of our lots; we 
can say nothing against the scathold, we have it at our freedom; there 
are no railings where I live. 

19627. Do you want to have fences?—No, they are of no good that I 
see to us. 

19628. What else ?—That is just what I am stating to you. 
19629. Sir Kenneth Mackenzie.—Do you complain of the rent?— 

Yes, because there was £ 1 laid on me, and then they came and took 
away so much of my inside property off me, and I got no reduction. 

19630. The inside property ?—Yes, the arable land. 
19631. The Chairman.—When did they do that ?—When the property 

was allotted. 
19632. Was it given to the proprietor, or to another crofter?—It was 

given to another crofter when the land was allotted. The land was in 
rigs, and then it was allotted, and they had to strike a straight line. 

19633. Sir Kenneth Mackenzie.—Did you not get another piece?—A 
small piece on one side, but none on the other. 

19634. Professor Mackinnon.—You lost more than you got?—Yes, 
and they raised the rent £ 1 just the year before. 

19635. The Chairman.—Was that to benefit the occupiers that the 
land was aUotted?—Mine was a lot before, but not on the other 
side. 

19636. But generally speaking, is it a good thing that the land should 
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MID YELL, be allotted and divided ?—I don't think it was, because some of them had 
to travel a long way to their land. 

RAEFIRTH. 19G37. Sir Kenneth Mackenzie.—What is the cost of a good house iu 
David: Petrie Shetland1?—The houses formerly built in Shetland only cost about £ 5 

or £6 . 
19638. But these would not satisfy you now1?—No. 
19G39. What would be the cost of a better kind of house?—I could 

not exactly say; I am only wanting my house repaired and remedied; 
that is all I want. 

19640. The Chairman.—The existing wall would do?—I got lime for 
my house two years back, and took it out of the vessel: but it cannot go 
ou unless I do it myself, and it would take a man a fortnight to do it. 
The house has stood for fifty years. 

196-11. Sir Kenneth Maclcenzie.—What is your rent?—£5, 10s. 
besides taxes. 

19642. How many cattle do you keep?—Six. 
19643. The Chairman.—And ponies?—None. 
19644. Sheep?—About thirty; they are in the scathold. 
19615. You don't pay anything additional for the sheep?—No. 
19646. It is all in the £5 , 10s. ?—Yes. 
19647. How many sheep do you count as equivalent to one cow?—I 

suppose about ten. 
19648. How many of your cattle are young?—I have two cows and 

four young ones. 
19649. If you had a good house, and were satisfied that you would not 

be turned out, would you consider your rent too high ?—I consider it is 
too high, because they made off with my property. I only paid £4, 10s. 
formerly. 

19650. But as things improve, you get higher prices for your produce ? 
-—It is only a few years we have had that; we must just take the times 
as they come; and that might not come for a long time again. 

19651. If you had to fix your own rent, what would you fix it at?— 
£4 , 10s. 

19652. Sir Kenneth Mackenzie.—And you would have a good house ? 
—Yes. I have seen the cattle sold at £2 and 30s. 

DAVID OGILVT, Teacher, Mid Yell (25)—examined. 

David Ogilry. 19653. Professor Mackinnon.—What part of the country do you 
belong to ?—Fifeshire. 

19654. You went through the Normal School, did you not ?—-Yes. 
19655. You were a pupil teacher ?—Yes. 
19656. How long have you been here ?—Two years. 
19657. Where were you teaching before?—Iu the High School, 

Wigaii, Lancashire. 
19658. You went there from Fifeshire?—Yes; I went from being 

second master in Ladybank School to Wigan High School, where I w as 
English master. 

19659. How many pupils have you got here?—There are 71 on the 
admission register—that is, on the roll. 

19660. What is the average attendance ?—Last year 32*3; the year 
before, 29. 

19661. I suppose that is a lower attendance than in Fifeshire?—I rather 
think so ; one-half of the children were at something else. Besides 
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the 71 on the register there is a lot over five years of age who are not on MID YFLL. 
the roll. . 

19662. Do you know the population of your school district ?—I have E A E F -RTH 
never had the list handed to me yet. ^ ., n

_ . . 
19663. Have you any idea %—About 300, I think. g J 

19664. What is the excuse given for the children not attending school 
with greater regularity ?—Any frivolous excuse is considered good enough, 
such as keeping the house or minding the child, or going 'gipping' 
herring. There are about thirty away just now rolling barrels; and this 
is the only time these children can come to school; they belong to the 
north side of the voe. Now, when they can work and make monev at 
the herrings, they give no excuse for being absent. Only the other clay 
1 had an application by a parent to have his girl's name taken off the 
rolL She is about twelve years of age, and has passed in the second 
standard only. She is 'gipping' herring. 

19665. During the winter they have a variety of excuses'?—A good 
many of them have. 

19666. And in the summer they remain away earning money ?—Yes, 
they won't come; one time they can't come, and the other time they 
won't come. 

19667. Why don't the smaller ones over six years of age come1?—The 
children don't come until they are seven years of age. Until the children 
are seven years of age, their parents would think it was too far to send 
them if it were only 300 yards. 

19668. Are things improving?—Yes; ever since I came they have 
improved. When I came I could get women to work at Is. a day, and 
now I cannot get them for 2s. 6d. 

19669. I mean is the school improving?—Not a b i t ; it is getting 
worse; they are getting so much work at the herrings that every day 
more are going away. 

19670. Has the matter been under the consideration of the School 
Board ?—When I came first I used to write about once a week, for a 
time, stating the thing ; but there was no action taken by the board, and 
I got tired writing. I sent a list of the children who were away, and the 
reasons given by the parents for their absence,—that they were "gipping" 
and working among the herrings, roUing barrels, and so forth, and up till 
now no notice has been taken of the matter. The compulsory officer 
comes round about once in a month, or when he is sent for. 

19671. Where does he stay ?—Three and a half miles from here. 
19672. Is this the place where the only school of the parish was 

before 1872 ?—I could not say. I think it was at East Yell. 
19673. There was no school here until the new arrangements?—No. 
19674. Sir Kenneth Mackenzie.—The School Board draw money for 

the average attendance ?—They do. 
19675. Therefore it is very much to their advantage to increase the 

average attendance ?—Decidedly. 
19676. Yet they don't make any effort to do so ?—They do not. 

There are some bad cases. There is one family of four men and two 
women; the women are engaged in "gipping" herring and the men at 
the fishing. They have two girls both under school age in the family, 
and, not content with six of the grown-up members being employed and 
earning wages, an application came the other week to get the elder 
girl's name taken off the roll, although she is only about twelve years 
of ago. 

19677. Professor Macldnnon.—Are the school apparatus and dwelling 
house in good order ?—Not very good order. 
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19678. They are new ?—Yes, but the ceiling is tumbling down on the 
pupils' heads, to the danger of their lives, sometimes in winter. 

19679. Is that due to bad workmanship or bad weather 1—Bad work­
manship. I have seen ceilings in the south standing nearly fifty years, 
and yet quite good, and trains passing every day. 

19680. Could you not keep good fires on ?—It is not damp ; there ar8 
good fires kept on ; but the hair is not mixed properly with the plaster. 

19681. Do you fiud many of the children pretty well advanced in 
their education ?—No. 

19682. What is the longest time they remain at school?—Till they 
are thirteen years of age. 

19683. Do not the children who live about here, where there is n« 
excuse of roads and rivers, attend school in winter ?—The children on this 
side are the only children we can depend upon attending at all, and even in 
their case we cannot depend on their coming to school. The cluster of houses 
on the hill up there is the only place I can surely depend on; but I think there 
are about twenty roundabout this side of the voe notat school; you cannot 
depend upon them. On the north side and over the hill some of tl.e 
children have to come a long way, and they cannot be depended upon, 

1968-1. How many children will you have in winter over thirteen 
years of age ?—More than likely not one; I think I Lad only one last 
year over thirteen. 

19685. There are some boys and girls within easy reach who might 
attend when they are not doing anything else ?—Their parents always 
find something for them to do; they think education is of no value in 
this part of the world; they think they will save the school fee by keep­
ing the children at home. 

19686. What is the fee?—9d. a quarter for infants, Is. 6d. for the 
more advanced, and 2s. 6d. for the most advanced in the school. 

19687. Sir Kenneth Mackenzie.—When was your inspection?—June. 
19688. How many did you present ?—Thirty-two. 
19689. How many of these were in the third standard?—About a 

dozen, I think. 
19690. In the standards above the third how many were there?—Four 

—three in the fourth and one in the fifth. 
19691. The Chairman.—AU these irregularities and discouragements, 

of course, were made known to the inspector ?—The inspector takes no 
notice of that at a l l ; it is not his business. 

19692. Can he not make any general report?—I asked him, and he 
said he once did so, and the Department returned it to have it modified 
before it was sent to the School Board. 

19693. Would it be possible to accommodate the holidays in some 
way to the gutting of the fish and the curing season, so as to throw the 
work of the children into the holidays ?—They want them so often 
during the season—or think they want them—that supposiug you were 
giving them holidays now, they would want them again when the harvest 
comes on; and then they would want them in spring, about a mouth or 
so before the examination, to dig the fields and carry manure. 

19691. But would it not be a good thing to throw at least one of the 
seasons of labour into the holidays ? when are the holidays ?—In the 
harvest time, and in the spring labouring seasons. 

19695. Do you give spring holidays here ?—Three weeks. 
19696. Do the parents assist you at all by instruction at home?—In 

very rare cases. 
19697. Are the parents of advanced age generally illiterate, or have 

they almost all received some education ?—They have all received so mo 
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slight degree of education ; there are no cases—or at least any rare cases MID YELL. 
—where they cannot write a letter in a legible hand, and read the news-
papers. RAEFIRTH. 

19698. Is that the case both with men and women?—Those who David 0>nlvy 
have sailed south are better informed and better educated as a 
whole than those who have remained at home. 

19G99. Do you find the children lively and intelligent naturally?—I 
don't find them take enough interest either in their lessons or games. I 
think the children are rather weak physically; I never saw a south 
country game played here, such as cricket or football; they are unknown. 
The children sit and mope about, seemingly without spirit or heart for 
anything. 

19700. Are there any people in the parish who do anything to 
encourage the children by offering prizes at a voluntary inspection, or 
anything of that sort?—I have brought up that subject two or three 
times, but the board would never give even a small grant for prizes; 
and no party in the place takes enough interest in the school to do it I 
have been here about two years, and I have never seen a member of the 
School Board inside my school except on the examination day—even a 
member of the board. 

19701. Beyond the performance of their official duties, the members of 
the School Board don't show any intelligence or benevolent interest in 
promoting education?—They have not even performed their official 
duties. 

19702. In what degree or manner do they fail to perform their duties? 
—They should visit the schools, or depute some one to do it for them, 
four times a year, and sign the registers ; I think the chairman of the 
School Board visited the school once during last year, and I think that 
was the first visit I have had from a member of the board since I came, 
unless on an examination day; so that instead of the books being signed 
by two members four times last year, they were only signed once in four 
quarters by one member. 

19703. Are the statutory meetings of the members weU attended?—I 
don't know that. 

19704. Do you think that if there was an intelligent interest shown in 
higher quarters in the education of the children some good might be 
done?—Most decidedly. The children are beginning to improve, and 
they like to be encouraged ; and I have no doubt if a few of those who 
lead public opinion in this place would take an interest in the school, the 
children would do very weH, and become smart men and women. But 
as it is they think it better to do a little work, and get pennies for it. 

[ADJOURNED.] 
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UNST. 

B.W.TA 
SOUND. 

Andrew 
Si/ence. 

BALTA SOUND, UNST, MONDAY, JULY 16, 1883. 

(See Appendix A, LI.) 

Present:— 

Lord NAPIER AND ETTRICK, K.T., Chairman, 
Sir KENNETH S. MACKENZIE, Bart. 
DONALD CAMERON, Esq. of Lochiel, M.P. 
C. FRASER-MACKINTOSH, Esq. M.P. 
Sheriff NICOLSON, LL.D. 
Professor MACKINNON, M.A. 

ANDREW SPENCE, Crofter, Breakon, North (53)—examined. 

19705. The Chairman.—Are you a fisherman?—No, I have been 
badly, and not able to attend the fishing. 

19706. Have you any statement which you wish to make ?—Yes. I am 
living on a wasting property, as it is blown nearly away with sand ; and if it 
had not been for the improvements my father made from the hill we would 
not have been living. Sixteen yeare ago, a man became factor of the 
land, and laid on a sum of £1 on the rent for the hill, and after that he 
railed in the hill and took it away altogether; so that I have nothing but 
a piece of land inside, and my animals I have to put out on other people's 
property. 

19707. Does that statement apply to the other crofters in the same 
place ?—To a good many. 

19708. When the hill was enclosed and taken away from the crofters, 
was there any reduction made on their rent ?—None for us. 

19709. What stock do you keep at nresent?—I have three Shetland 
cows. 

19710. Ponies'?—Four ponies. 
19711. Any sheep]—None. 
19712. How many acres of arable ground have you within the fence1?— 

It was called eight merks in the old Shetland style; but I think there are 
about three parts of it blown away. I suppose it is four merks or acres 
now. 

19713. Three-fourths of it blown away?—Yes, three merks I would 
reckon. 

19714. Have you any idea how many acres according to our measure? 
•—No. 

19715. Wrhat rent do you pay ?—£5 of rent, and 2s. of road money. 
19716. When you had the hill, how mucli stock did you keep?—Just 

the same as we keep now, I believe. I could not exactly say, because I 
was away at the time, and my father had possession. 

19717. You think the crofters keep as much stock now as they did 
when they had the common pasture of the hill ?—Some of the heritors left 
when the scathold or hill was divided, and gave their tenants enough off 
the hill to serve them; others took it away altogether. 

19718. Sir Kenneth Mackenzie.— Had you no sheep when you had the 
Bcathold land ?—Yes, but the man who took possession of the scathold 
land brought sheep into the district, and there was scab came amongst 
them, and killed them off, and it is still amongst ours. The farmers 
dipped their sheep, but we just poured the dip on ours, and in winter they 
all died. Some have sheep still, and others none. 

19719. The Chairman.—Do those who have sheep pay more than the 
others, or do they all pay the same ?—Every man pays according to the laud 
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he has . The crofters alongside of me hold under the Earl of Zetland. UXST. 
They hold 11 merks, and pay £ 5 a yea r ; but it is on a wasting property. 
The Earl of Zetland left sufficient hill for the stock they had when the BALTA 
scathold was divided. SOUND. 

19720 . Sir Kenneth Mackenzie.—Who is your proprietor1?—Major Andrew 
Cameron. Spence. 

19721. Has he a factor in No r th Yell ?—Yes, a very fine m a n ; b u t of 
course, he could not go beyond Major Cameron's orders or the way he 
found the property after Walker left it. Walker, who took away the 
1 * ill, left some years a g o ; and the gentlemen who is in i t now jus t has i t 
something as he found it. Walker wronged every person, and would no t 
have cared whether the sheep were put under a dyke or what we did with 
them. I believe he spoiled the major. 

19722. Did you make any representation to Mr Walker tha t the rents 
should be reduced when the scathold was taken away?— I only paid the 
rent to him two or three years, and he gave me no satisfaction. 

19723. But you did represnt it to him ?—Yes. 
19721. Your complaint is that you have lost the scathold, and have not 

had any reduction of rent in consequence ?—Yes, I want some of the 
scathold back if it were possible—some of the hill back belonging to the 
property. 

19725. You said you had to pay others for keeping your s tock ; do 
you pay for the grazing of cows or ponies ?—No, I graze them on the pro­
perty I pay for; but what I put on the hill I feed on other property, or I 
could not keep so many animals. 

19726. The Chairman.—What about your house?—The last factor 
that came in to act for Major Cameron repaired our houses ; we have no 
complaint against the house, 

19727. I s i t the custom in your place tha t the proprietor builds the 
house?—Yes, I believe the house was built by the proprietor first. I 
could not say when it was built, but I am the fourth occupant. 

19728 . But is it the general custom that the proprietor builds or helps 
you to build the house ?—Yes. 

19729. M r Fraser-Mackintosh.—How many of the crofters are in the 
same position as yourself ?—There are a great many. 

19730. How many people are complainiug like yourself?—I could not 
say, but there are a great many. 

19731. How many people have the same cause of complaint as you 
have ?—A great many, but I could not say the number. 

19732. How many families are there in your town—how many crofters 
altogether?—In our town there are from twenty to thir ty, b u t they are 
not all under the same landlord. 

19733. And is it only the condition of the tenants of the one that you 
complain about?—I have only one landlord. The other tenants are com­
plaining, but they don' t bring in their case because we expected you on the 
20th, and you are only come now. A telegram came from Lerwick last 
night, and they had not time to take their place along with us. 

19731. But there are thir ty crofters?—From twenty to thirty. 
19735. Who has go t the scathold land which was taken from y o u ? — 

Major Cameron's factor has it, I believe. 
19736. I t is oue big farm, is it no t?— I t was made into parks—a sheep 

farm. 
19737. Have you any idea how many acres would be in tha t land which 

was taken away from your predecessors, and is now in this sheep farm— 
is it a big farm ?—Our little bit is not a great many acres. 

19738. Was the hill ground taken al together?—A great many acres ; 
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L'èvST. I could not really say how many, because I was not at home at the time, 
and have no idea; but it is a great quantity of hill. 

SOUND. 19739. You say no allowance was made for you in the rent that was 
._ ' taken from you?—-No, Walker laid on £ 1 , I was led to understand, and 

Andrew it was never taken off. He took away the hill; we have only liberty to 
Spence. c u t o u r p e a t -

19740. Is there any reason why you could not get back the land; it is 
Dot let upon lease ?—-I could not say how it is exchanged; it is ex­
changed, I understand, to another man, more especially the piece that 
belonged to the croft that I held. 

19741. Have you ever seen your proprietor himself?—No. 
19742. Does he ever come to North Yell?—I am not aware, but I 

have seen his factor, and he would have been inclined to have done some­
thing, but it appears things are in such a case that he just has it as he 
found it. 

19743. How long has Major Cameron been proprietor?—He got the 
property from his father. 

19744. And how long is it since his father died ?—I really cannot say. 
19745. Is it a long time?—I believe it is about twenty or thirty years 

back; but I could not exactly say, because I was not here at the time. 
19746. Are you and your neighbours impoverished in your circum­

stances, in consequence ot the taking away of this ground?—My next 
neighbour belongs to the Earl of Zetland's property, and the Earl left 
sufficient hill for their stock, so that they are not impoverished. But some 
of their land was blown away, and they have got a reduction of rent. 

19747. Are your own circumstances worse in consequence?—I am 
hemmed in, and the other tenants throw it up to me that I am putting 
animals on their property. 

19748. Are there other people impoverished in thoir circumstances in 
consequence of being deprived of land ?—Yes, I believe there are. The 
hill was common belonging to all men, and they came and took it away 
from us. 

19749. Is the ceasing of keeping sheep rather a loss to you?—A great 
loss. 

19750. Was it the native sheep you kept ?—Yes, the Shetland sheep. 
19751. The Chairman.—Did you use the wool of the native sheep 

for making clothes at home ?—Yes, stockings and blankets, and the old 
people made outside clothes of it also. 

DONALD MOAR, Crofter and Fisherman, Cullivoe (23)—examined. 
Donald Moar. ( & e Appendix A> L I ) 

19752. The Chairman.—Do you hold land and pay rent?—Yes. 
19753. Was your father established there before you?—Yes, he has 

been there these last fifty years. 
19754. Who is your landlord?—Major Cameron. I am in the same 

position as the man who has just been examined. I am in want of 
ecathold. I t was taken away, and they put £1 upon the rent; they took 
away the scathold, and never took off the £1 . 

19755. How many sheep were kept upon the scathold belonging to 
your croft formerly ?—They kept sheep more or less; perhaps fifty or sixty 
sheep, and some maybe had fewer. 

19756. Did your father in his time keep about forty sheep?—He kept 
about twenty sheep, but some people had more. 

19757. When the ground for those twenty sheep was taken away, he 
had no reduction of rent, but, on the contrary, there was £1 put upon the 
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rent?—There was £1 put upon the land when Mr Walker came and UN ST. 
looked over the scathold; he raised the rent £ 1 on account of the stock 
picturing, aud then he took away the scathold, and the £1 was never BALTA 
taken off. S o u x D-
_ 19758. On your own croft, what stock do you keep ?—Three cows and Donald Hoar. 

s"x ponies. 
19759. No sheep?—No sheep. 
19760. Have you a good house?—Yes, very good ; it has just been 

repaired. 
19761. What is your rent?—£4 altogether. 
19762. Why is your rent £4 , while a neighbour who has the same 

stock pays £ 5 ?—The ponies that I have I am obliged to other people for 
letting them go upon their land outside. 

19763. When did you receive intimation that this meeting was to be 
held here ?—I received the intimation at the telegraph office on Saturday 
or Sunday sometime. 

19764. Was it on Saturday or Sunday ?—I could not say which. I heard 
on the afternoon of yesterday that you were to be here to-day. 

19765. But you think that the telegraphic intimation arrived on 
Saturday or Sunday ?—Yes, either Saturday or Sunday. 

19766. Who was it informed you that the meeting would be here to­
day ?—Mr Sanderson, the postmaster, told me yesterday. 

19767. How long did it take you to come here?—About three hours. 
19768. Mr Cameron.—When were you chosen to represent the 

grievances of the people ?—Last Monday. It was represented then 
that you would not be here until the 20th. 

19769. Who told you that?—It was the directors of the place, the 
minister and two or three others. 

19770. Did he say to you how he had heard?—No, it was reported 
you were to be on the 20th at Balta Sound. 

19773. How many people were at the meeting when you were elected? 
—About twenty people. 

19772. Were they all tenants of Major Cameron?—Yes, and other 
proprietors. 

19773. What others?—Dr Paul. 
19774. Who else?—The Earl of Zetland. 
19775. Are there any other proprietors in North Yell who have 

crofter tenants ?—Yes, there are different people, but these are the big 
proprietors. 

19776. How many are big proprietors ?—Those who have a dozen farms, 
and so on. 

19777. How many of those are there 1—Three, I think—Dr Paul, Major 
Cameron, William Paul, and the Earl of Zetland. 

19778. The two delegates from North Yell are both from the same 
property; do you know why there were no delegates from the property of 
the Earl of Zetland's and Dr Paul's property ?-—I do not know. 

19779. Do you think they have no grievances?—Yes, but they are all 
busy at the fishing. 

19780. But why are the tenants of these proprietors all fishing, and 
the tenants of Major Cameron at home?—This other man who is along 
with me is at home, and I was at the fishing; but they let me off, so 
that I might come along with him. 

19781. But why were not the delegates chosen from different 
properties, as would be most natural,—one from the Earl of Zetland's, one 
from Dr Paul's, and one from Major Cameron's?—That would have been 
much better, but likely enough it was overlooked. 

4 M 



1282 Highlands and Islands Commission. 

UNST. 19782 . Wha t are the grievances of the other properties?—The 
grievance on D r Paul's property is that he won't repair their houses. 

BALTA 19783. And what is the grievance on the Earl of Zetland's property?— 
' I think he has come to pretty fair terms with them ; there is no grievance. 

Donald Kan . 19784. The principal grievance is what you and your neighbour have 
stated ?—Yes, the want of scathold. 

19785. Professor Mackinnon.—What about the blowing away of the 
land, of which the other witness spoke about to-day ?—That is the north-
west wind, which brings the sand in and made the place all waste, and 
the sea has got possession of what was fertile land. 

19786. W h y don't you sow it with bent ?—The people may not be up to 
that. 

19787. I s there no bent at all?—Maybe a very little. 
19788. Does tha t keep down the blowing?—Yes, but the sea has got 

possession; it runs in over the land more than it did formerly. 
19789. What fishing do you chiefly engage in at Cullivoe ?—Herring 

fishing now. 
19790 . Have you a good harbour ?—Very good. But there is no 

season t h e r e ; we fish here at Uust , at Uyea Sound. 
19791. D o you fish at the mouth of the Blue Mull Sound?—Yes, at 

the west side of the island. 
19792. Have you big boats?—Yes, we have got none of our own, but 

we hire them and fish on the half-catch system. 
19793. You are one of a number who have a boat?—Yes. 
19794. What is the crew?—Seven of us. 
19795. And you work upon the half-catch system ?—Yes. 
19796. W h o is the curer ?—William P a u l 
19797. Is tha t the proprietor you spoke of?—Yes. 
19798. You give the fish to him?—Yes, he owns the boat, and we give 

him the fish, and we get half the fish for our trouble. 
19799. And he keeps the boat in working order?- -Yes, he keeps the 

boat in working order, and gets half the fish 
19800 . How long does the fishing last ?—Till September. 
19801. Have you given up the cod and ling fishing?—Yes, we gave it 

up on 12th June . 
19802. But you were a t tha t fishing before tha t da te?—Yes, from 

the month of March. 
19803. W h a t do you do from September to March ?—Just work at the 

land through the winter, and repair the fishing mate r ia l ; and when it is 
weather good enough to enable us to go off to the fishing, we go in four-
oared boats round the shore. 

19804. You cannot go to the deep sea fishing in winter?—No, the 
farthest is a mile. 

19805. Wha t fish do you get there ?—Cod principally. 
19806. But not in large quantities ?—No, about 1 or 1 | cwt. in a day. 
19807. Does the curer supply you with stores ?—Yes, we have dealt 

with him this while back ; but now the Scotch curers are coming into the 
place, they are getting their eyes opened. 

19808. Do the Scotch curers bring stores?—Yes. 
19809. And when you have a Scotch curer you get stores from him ? 

—I f you have no money, your curer has to supply you. 
19810. How often do you settle with the curer?—Once a year, when 

the fishing is done—about Martinmas. 
19811. And how do you settle the price about the herr ing?—We get 

£ 1 a cran from the 1st of August—for 250 crans we get £ 1 a cran, and 
for any over that we get 14s. a cran. 
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19812. Up to the 1st August your arrangement is that you have £1 FXST. 
a cran ?—We have from the start 150 crans at 15s., then for any above 
that 14s. to 1st August; and then we get £ 1 for 250 crans; and for any **ALTA 

beyond that quantity 14s. if we get that many. SOUND. 
19813. When is this arrangement made—before you commence the Donald M< 

fishing?—Yes, before. 
19814. Is there any bounty ?—No, not for us, because we are not able 

to buy a boat. 
19815. It is a long fishing season ?—Yes. 
19816. What do you consider a good fishing in the season with one of 

these big boats and seven of a crew ?—300 crans Ì3 considered a very 
good fishing, but of course they sometimes make more than that. 

19817. Do you expect to make more than that this year?—We cannot 
tell. We have got 100 crans already, and we may get 300 or 400 or 500 
more, and perhaps not 100. 

19818. And the arrangement is made before the fishing season begins? 
—Before it commences we get a written agreement to that effect, so that 
it cannot be broken. 

19819. And does that carry with it also the obligation to purchase 
from the curer—- that you are to procure your stores from him ?—No, you 
don't require to take stores from the curer unless you like. 

19820. But, unless you have money, you must ?—Yes, and of course at 
his price. 

19821. Because you could not get them anywhere else?—Yes. 
19822. So that to the one who has no money it is virtually an obliga­

tion ?—Yes. 
19823. And the settlement is made at the Martinmas term every year? 

—Yes. 
19824. What is the arrangement about the cod and ling fishing; how 

are the prices fixed?—At the same time as the herring fishing—the new 
year before the season begins. 

19825. And what price is fixed for them?—We get 7s. 6d. for cod, 
8s. 6d. for ling, 5s. for tusk, and 10s. for halibut, per cwt. 

19826. Do they salt the halibut?—They ice them. We get 10s. for 
them up to the 6th May. 

19827. What market are they sent to ?—Birmingham and Leeds and 
London. 

19828. Halibut and turbot are different fish ?—Scotch people call them 
halibut, but we call them turbot. 

19829. Is it a round fish or a longish fish ?—It is long. 
19830. Do you get very heavy halibut ?—Yes, pretty heavy—upwards 

of a cwt. 
19831. And ling is 8s. 6d. a cwt, cod 7s. 6d., tusk 5s., and halibut 

10s. 1—Yes. 
19832. Halibut goes in ice and the others are salted ?—Yes. 
19833. You just give the fish to the curer?—Yes; we have nothing to 

do but take off the heads, and in the case of turbot we don't even do that. 
We do not split up the fish. 

19834. What do you do with the heads ?—We use them for our own 
purposes. We get the fish, and take off the head. 

19835. Sheriff Nicolson.—Who gets the liver?—We keep that for our 
own purposes, or the curers buy them. 

19836. And the sound ?—They buy the sound. 
19837. Professor Mackinnon.—The whole of that belongs to you?— 

Yes, the liver and head, but not the sound 
19838. You take nothing to do with the cleaning and drying?— 

Nothing whatever. 
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UNST. 19839. And is that arrangement all over the country with respect to 
the fixing of the prices %—I believe it is : of course, I could not say as to 

BALTA Scotch curers. They give better prices to a man who has a boat of Ins 
uni). own. Perhaps they have a better advantage. But I can only speak 

Donald Moar, from my own experience, and I have told you what our curer gives. 
19840. Would you prefer to have a boat of your own?—Oh yes. 
19841. Are there many of the crews in the place who are able to have 

a boat of their own ?—No, not many; there is just one crew who have 
been able to get a boat of their own. 

19842. Do you consider the big boat better than the old sixern of the 
country ?—Yes ; they may be mere expensive, but there would not be so 
much loss of life as with the old boats. 

19843. Are they bettor able to live in a wilder sea ?—Yes, very much; 
the small boats were merely skiffs. 

19844. But they were good sea boats?—Yes, but there is no mistake 
a big boat would live where a small boat would not. 

19845. Is the price you mentioned for herring about the usual price 
going in the place ?—Yes. 

19846. You fix the price of the herring and you fix the price of the 
cod and ling; and the price of herring is 15s.?—From the Gth of June to 
the 1st of August. 

19847. And after that £ 1 for 250 crans?—Yes; and perhaps you 
might get that in two weeks; and if you got more you got 14s. a cran. 

19848. For the over-catch before or after the 1st August, 14s. ?—Yes. 
19849. After the 1st August you got 203. for 250 crans, and the over-

catch after that is 14s.?—Yes. 
19850. If you got the 250 crans in two or three weeks, you would get 

14s. as long as you fished after that?—Yes. 
19851. The over-catch is always the same, 14s.?—Ye--. 
19852. And that price is settled in the beginning of the year ?—Yes. 
19553. Is the fish after the 1st August considered more valuable or 

less ?—They are more valuable—they are full; they are considered to 
be in their prime. 

19554. And cure better 1—-Yes. 
19555. The season gets colder?—They are considered better anyhow. 
19856. Is that the best period of the fishing after the 1st of August? 

—Generally the best; they consider the herring at their best. 
19857. Do you look for a good fishing this year ?—We expect so. 
19858. There is plenty of fish about ?—Yes. 
19859. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—Have you got any lease from Major 

Cameron ?—No. 
19860. Is it a thing quite unknown for small crofters?—No; some of 

them have them ; two of Dr Paul's tenants have. 
19861. Are there any leases on Major Cameron's property among the 

crofters ?—I could not tell you ; none that I know of. 
91862. I asked the previous witness how many crofters—heads of 

families—had the same cause of complaint as himself, and he said, perhaps 
between twenty or thirty—can you tell me ?—No; I do not think there 
are that many iu North Yell. 

19863. Are some of these upon other estates, or are they all upon the 
Cameron property ?—No, they are upon other estates. 

19864. Have there been any small tenants or crofters removed 
altogether out of North Yell within the last twenty or thirty years ?—Yes, 
whole towns have been laid in sheep pasture. 

19865. Can you mention any large sheep farms that were once 
occupied by crofters ?—Yes, Westa Firth. 
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19866. To whom does that belong1!—Major Cameron. UNST. 
15867. Any other?—Kirkabusta, ou the Camerou property also. 
19868. Any other ?—Wiudhouse, in Mid Yell. BALTA 

19869. Any others in North Yell ?--Granister and Garth. That is all hD ' 
in cne enclosure now j there are fences dividing it. Donald Moar. 

19870. How many people may have been upon these four places?— 
There were a good lot; pretty nearly twenty houses on Westa Firth alone. 

19871. You are not sure about the others?—No, but that is the 
biggest place. 

19872. Did you know any of the people yourself?—No, I was too young. 
19873. Did you hear your father or other people speaking about them 

as people pretty well off ?—Yes, they were well off ; they had plenty of 
scathold and sheep.* 

19874. What became of them?—They all removed; some went to 
other countries and some removed to other farms. They had to go one 
here and one there. 1 could not say where they went to. 

19875. But some of them had to leave North Yell altogether ?—Yes. 
19876. Who is the tenant of that big sheep farm just now ?—There Ì9 

no tenant but the shepherd. 
19877. Is it in the proprietor's hands ?—Yes, so far as I know. 
19878. And there is only one shepherd?—Yes. 
19879. Were there pretty good houses upon these farms ?—Yes, they 

are very good; Major Cameron has very good houses upon his property. 
19S8O. The houses belonged to those people who were put away?—I 

believe so; but they are all down now. 
19881. Wrere they all built of stone?—Yes, all built of stone. 
19882. Do you agree with the preceding witness, that the loss of the 

sheep was a great loss to the crofters ?—Yes, it was a considerable loss. 
19883. What use did you make of the sheep—what purposes were 

they devoted to?—They made clothes at home; they spun wool with 
yarn, and it was woven with machines which they had for the purpose in 
Shetland. 

19884. Was the carcase made use of ?—It was eaten. 
19885. At what age?—Three or four years of age; the wethers were 

generally used at that age and the ewes older. 
19886. Were these sheep generally eaten by the crofters themselves, or 

were they sold?—Generally eaten, because the prices were low, and they 
thought it better to eat them than to sell them. 

19887. What have the crofters now for food instead of these sheep ?— 
Nothing, unless a pig. 

19888. Is there anything to prevent your getting some of that scathold 
as before ?—I don't see any reason why they should not give us a little 
of i t 

19889. Are you willing to pay a fair rent for it?—Yes. 
19890. Mr Cameron.—You stated that some grievances, of which you 

or your neighbour complained, existed upon other estates; but, as I 
understood you before, you said there was no grievance upon other 
properties except that Dr Paul did not keep the houses in proper order. 
Which of the two statements is correct?—The correct one is that the 
tenants upon Dr Paul's property have a little scathcld, and Major 
Cameron's tenants have none. 

19891. Does the grievance of which you and your neighbour complain 
on Major Cameron's property extend to the estates of auy of the other pro­
prietors ?—No, they all have a little scathold. 

19892 Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—The other proprietors have given them 
a little scathold, whereas Major Cameron has given none?—That is i t 

* See Appendix A, LI. 



1286 Highlands and Islands Commission. 

LTNST. 19893 . M r Cameron.—But you stated that the other tenants had no 
grievance except that of the houses on Dr Paul 's property ?—Yes; 

BALTA undoubtedly they do require more scathold, if they would only give it to 
' them. 

Donald Moar. 19894. The Cha i rman .—When you settle with the fish-curer, if the 
balance is in your favour, are you in the habit of getting the balance paid 
to you in money ?—Yes. 

19895. It does not remain on his books to your credit?—No; the cash 
is paid the night you settle. 

19896. Is money frequently paid—is it often the case that there is a. 
balance due to the fishermen Ì—In general, the fishermen are due money 
to the curers. 

19897. But, still, in some cases they have money to get?—Yes, in a 
good many cases they have a little to get. They are getting better on 
now; the big boats get more money. Twenty years ago Shetland was 
very poor. 

19898. Is there any complaint among the fishermen an account of the 
prices charged by the fish-curers, or is it believed that the prices are 
generally fair1?—The prices have been fair within the last five or six 
years. Before that the curers did not give fair prices, because the people 
could not make a better of it. 

19899. Supposing one of your neighbours or yourself was able to 
buy a boat, and did not require the assistance of the fish-curer ; would 
you then be allowed to fish as you pleased, and to sell the fish to anybody 
you liked ?—Oh, yes ; they would not hold you to fish to them if you could 
purchase a boat for yourself. You could go to any curer you liked and 
get privilege and bounty too. 

19900. And the proprietor would not molest you on account of that, 
but would allow you to remain in your croft ?—Yes; at anyrate none of 
Major Cameron's tenants would be disturbed on that account. He has 
let them fish wherever they liked. 

19901. What bait do you use for the long line deep sea fishing?— 
Herring. 

19902. Can the herring be caught all the year round for bait?—-Yes; 
when you don't catch herring you don't set lines. 

19903. Is there any artificial bait used ?—The small boats use mussel 
bait but the large boats don't. 

19904. You have no complaint to make about the bait?—No; they 
always get some bait if they want it. 

19905. When the proprietor himself—-like Dr Paul—is also a fish-curer, 
the tenants are expected to fish for him ?—Yes. 

19906. And do they actuaUy fish for him ?—I think he does not compel 
them, if they have a boat of their own. 

19907. H they had a boat of their own they could go where they liked, 
and he would not complain ?—No, because he has no fishing boats, but 
merely the boat of another proprietor. If you have a boat of your own, 
you cau go where you get the best price for the fish. 

19908. On the whole, as matters stand now, is there any great com­
plaint about the system of supplying goods, or as to the relations between 
the fishermen and curer—are there complaints, or are they all pretty well 
off ?—I think they are all pretty well satisfied. The curers give their 
goods pretty cheap, supposing you don't have money to pay for them 
until the fishing is out. 

19909. Are things better now than they used to be?—Considerably 
better. Even twenty years back, in my mind, the people were very poor ; 
and within the last half-dozen years they have got considerably up. People 
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irom the South, and curers, have come and given good prices for fish, and UNST. 
of course the curers in Shetland have to give the same as the Scotch curers. " ~ 

19910 . Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—Is there considerable competition SOIND 
amongst curers themselves?—No ; I believe every one ju s t gives what he 
thinks he can p a y ; generally, however, they have some such agreement Donald Moot 
as we have. 

19911. Have you ever received money from a curer ?•—Yes. 
19912. A t the settlement, when a balance was due, you got the cash? 

Yes, on the night of the settlement . 
19913. You stated tha t some of the crofters had leases on Dr Paul 's 

property ?—Yes, these are the ones I know, and there may be some of 
whom I don't know. 

19914. Are those who have leases more inclined to improve their land 
than those who have no leases ?—Yes, they are, because if they improved 
the land, perhaps, when they had no leases, they might be turned out next 
day and the croft taken from them ; indeed, if they improved the ground, 
the ground was taken from them. 

19915. Do you know the length of lease on Dr Paul 's ground?—No, 
I do not know. 

19916. Professor Mackinnon.—You mentioned one proprietor who is 
a curer—Dr Paul—is it the case that the tenants there fish for tha t curer 
only ?—Yes, they fish for him, bu t if they had a boat he would no t hinder 
them from going to any other curer they liked. 

19917. How many of them are there under tha t curer?—Not m a n y ; 
he has not many tenants. 

19918. Are there any who do not fish to him ?—No, they aU fish to him. 
19919. And is tha t a general practice when the proprietor is a curer 

—Yes , if he gives them as good a bargain as others. 
19920. When the boat is their own they can go to where they please? 

—Yes, where they can make the best bargain. 
19921. But very few have boats of their own ?—Yes, very f ew; j u s t two 

in Nor th Yell. 
19922. So that, as a matter of fact, people just fish to the proprietor ?— 

Yes. 
19923. Supposing the proprietor to be a curer, and tha t you were work­

ing on the half-catch system, hoAv would the price of the fish bo settled ? 
— J u s t the same. 

19924. WTio would settle i t ?—The proprietor; and if you had any 
money to get he would give it to you. 

19925. You would have no voice in settling i t ?—No. 
19926. Unless the boat is your own, you have no voice in settling tho 

price ?—No, they give the general price of the country. 
19927. And it is growing more and more the practice tha t fishermen 

are clear at settling time than they were in the past?—Yes, they are 
improving greatly. 

19928. Are there beach boys for drying cod and l ing?—Yes. 
19929. Is it the practice for them, when they are of tender age, to open 

au account with the curer and take supplies ?—Yes; their parents are 
poor, and they have to go and work for themselves. 

19930. They have a separate account for themselves, no matter how 
young?—Yes, if they can only work. 

ARCHIBALD SMITH, Crofter and Fisherman, Quoay, West ing , Uns t 
(50)—examined. 

(See Appendix A, LI.) 

19931 . Sheriff Nicolson.—Have you anything to state to the Commis- Archil aid 
Smith. 
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sion in regard to the condition of the people in your place?—I pay 3Gs. 
a year for the scathold, and the greater part has been taken off from me—-
that is the only thing I have to complain of. 

19932. When was it taken off?—When Mr Walker became factor, 
four1 r en years back. 

19933. And was there any reduction of rent?—No, there was no reduc­
tion el ietit. 

19934. What rent do you pay?—£12. 
19935. What animals do you keep"?—Eight cows, three ponies, and 

eight sheep. 
19936. How many merks of land have you?—I could not say. 
19937. Can you not guess?—No, I could not, because I came on to my 

father-in-law's land, and I could not say how many merks of land he had. 
19938. How many acres?—I could not give an account of what it is. 
19939. What quantity of corn are you able to raise?—Fifty threaves. 
19940. How much is a threave ?—Twenty-four sheaves. 
19941. Is it oats you grow?—Yes. 
19942. Do you raise any other grain than oats?—No; five or six 

threaves of bere. 
19943. And potatoes?—Some years we have a few, but some years not 

many. 
19944. How many barrels on an average?—I could not state. 
19945. Do you raise as much as keeps your family in potatoes during 

the year ?—No; I have not had a potato this year at all unless what I 
need for seed. 

19946. Was there disease in your potatoes'?—They did not grow, and 
it was bad seed, by the sea coming over i t ; the place is exposed to the sea. 

19947. Is your land exposed to the sea?—Yes, I am sea-bound. 
49948. Do you raise sufficient grain to support your family for any 

length of time ?—Some years, about six mouths a year, or a little better, 
and I must buy for the rest of the year. 

19949. How many bolls do you buy?—I have bought five bolls 
already this last year. 

19950. At what price?—£1. 
19951. Did you keep a larger stock before the scathold was taken from 

you ?—Yes; my father-in-law had 30 or 40 head of sheep. 
19952. Had he more cows'?—Yes. 
19953. How many ?—Two more. 
19954. Were they Shetland cows?—Yes. 
19955. Any horses?—No. 
19956. Do you find the pasture you have sufficient for the number of 

animals you have mentioned ?—No; one-half the year they have to go 
inside in the town, and I pay for them. 

19957. Then they are not sufficiently fed there?—No. 
19958. Have you to buy any food for them in addition to that?—No. 
19959. Are they, as a rule, in a very poor condition in spring?—Yes, 

they are in a very poor condition. 
19960. Are the cows ever in such poor condition that they don't calve? 

•—Sometimes they cannot rise off the ground. 
19961. What time of the year is that generally the case?—In the 

month of May. 
19962. Is that general through the island ?—No, not every year, only in 

bad seasons. 
19963. I suppose it is not the case where they have plenty of grass?— 

No, it is not. 
19964. Sir Kenneth Mackenzie.—You said you paid 363. for the scat-



Minutes of Evidence. 1289 

hold land you lost; how do you make that out ?—It was laid upon the 
land for the grazing. 

19965. And when was this 36s. added to the reut ?—Fourteen years ago. 
19966. It was made £12 then?—Yes. 
19967. When did you lose the scathold land1?—When it was enclosed. 
19968. How long after the rent was made £12 was it that the scathold 

was taken from you ?—I could not state that. 
19969. Had you the scathold two or three years after paying the £12 ? 

—Weil, it was enclosed at the time the property was enclosed, aud a good 
part of the hill taken off and a small piece left. 

19970. Professor MacKinnon.—Was it duriug the time of Mr Walker's 
factorship that the rent was raised and the scathold taken away ?—Yes. 

19971. How many years was he factor upon the estate?—I don't ex­
actly mind that. 

19972. Five or six?—Yes. 
19973. This is on Major Cameron's property also?—Yes. 
19974. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—Was this Walker, the factor, a native 

of the island ?—No. 

ROBERT JOHNSTON, Crofter, Tipton, Haroldswick, Unst (77)—examined. 

19975. Mr Cameron.—Are you a crofter and fisherman?—I am old Robert 
now and am not fishing. Johnston. 

19976. You were a fisherman ?—Yes. 
19977. Who is your proprietor?—Mr Edmonston. 
19978. How many crofter3 are there besides you in the village?—My 

son stops alongside me, in a house close by. 
19979. Has he a separate croft ?—Yes. 
19980. How many other crofters are there in the neighbourhood on 

Mr Edmonston's property ?—Six or seven. 
19981. Were you sent by these six or seven as a delegate, or did you 

come here on your own account ?—I came here because I am living in a 
very bad house, not fit for any person to stop in. When the rain comes 
out of the heavens, the rain comes running through upon me,—and here 
is Mr Edmouston sitting hearing me, and I am not telling a lie. 

19982. You came here because you live in a bad house?—Yes, there is 
no house in Unst so bad. There is a gavel between me and my son—a 
gavel which I bigged with faels. 

19983. Do you think yours is the worst house in Unst?—Yes; the 
couples split and came down, and the roof is rent and the rain gets in; 
the roof could not be prized up. The house was occupied by my grand­
father. 

19984. Do you suppose the couples have existed 100 years without 
repair ?—The roof has never been repaired ; it has fallen twice upon me. 

19985. But it must have been a strong house originally?—Well, it 
likely was, and my time will be short now. But I should like if it had 
sufficient, suppose I should only bide a season in it. 

19986. Did the other six crofters know you were coming here to-day to 
represent your grievances about the house ?—They likely " kenned " I was 
coming. 

19987. But they didn't tell you to say anything on their behalf?—No ; 
and I had nothing to do with them. 

19988. You came on your own account about the house?—Yes. 
19989. Have you any other complaint ?—No, I have nothing to say. 
19990. Except about the house?—Nothing but the house. 

UNST. 

BALTA 
SOUND. 

Archibald 
Smith 
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UNST. 19991. Have you ever applied to the proprietor or factor]—I have 
* spoken about it back and forward, and sometimes he said there were no 

BALTA m e n to get; but I won't stop although I should walk out this winter, if I 
SOUXD. a m H v i n g 

Robert 19992. Is it the custom for the house to be kept in repair by the pro-
Johnston, prietor or crofter?—All my neighbours have good houses, and I don't 

think I should be the one to want a house, because I have always paid my 
rent. My wife has been badly for twenty years, and she ha3 never been out 
of the room for seven years, while she has been silly; and I have a daughter 
who lost her senses, and I went to Mr Edmonston here, and to the 
inspector at the schoolhouse to get clothes and a supply. I also wanted 
my poor rates down for the present year, and they would not give me a 
cent. down. 

19993. What rent do you pay?—£6, 6s. l i d . forbye poor rates; the 
rent was lifted from £4, 16s. to £6, 6s. . I d . I don't think it was 
right to lift it upon me, when all my forefathers have lived and died on 
the property in Unst. 

19994. Was the rent lifted upon the other crofters as well as you at 
the time?—Yes. 

19995. In the same property ?—On some it was, and on some it was not. 
19996. Why was the rent lifted 1—I don't know. 
19997. Was any reason given at the time?—I heard of none. 
19998. When was that done?—I don't know exactly, but I think it 

would be eight years in May. 
19999. Have you got sufficient scathold for your cattle?—I have 

nothing to say about the scathold, because I have plenty of room to keep 
all the animals I have. 

20000. The Chairman.—How many animals have you got 1—Three old 
kye and two young ones. 

20001. How many ponies ?—Three my son left me when he went away, 
• and that is all I have to pay with; and I think, if I left and went away 

a small way, I was not fit to have anything to live upon, and that lass 
lying badly and fit to do nothing. 

20002. Did you say your son had a croft ?—Yes he has a house. 
20003. Has he still got it or has he gone away ?—A son of mine 

went away and left me the three ponies. 
20004. But have you a son who has a croft now ì—-Yes ; he is stopping 

in the other end of my house ?—There is only the gavel betwixt us. 
20005. Is the house your son has a good house ?—It is a very good house. 
20006. Your son has a good house, but you have a bad one ?—I have; 

I cannot live in it. 
20007. Is your wife alive ?—Yes; she is 76 years of age. 
20008. Have you any other children living in the house with you ?— 

Yes ; I have, the lass who lost her senses, and can do nothing. 
20009. Have all the houses in the township been repaired except your 

house ?—When there was need for i t 
20010. When you asked the proprietor to repair your house, what 

reason did he give for not repairing it ?—I do not know. I sent him 
word of it lately, but he paid no attention to i t ; surely he will do it, but 
I do not know. 

20011. Is your rent all paid?-—Yes. 
20012. Have you any other complaint, except the want of your house 

being repaired ?—No. 
20013. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—What rent does your son pay ?— 

£5 , 5s. 
20014. Has he more laud than you?—No. 
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2OO15. Has he as much?—He should not have so much, but he raises 
as good a crop as I can do. 

2OO1G. Was the rent raised from £4, 16s. to £6, 6s. l i d . all at once? 
—I suppose it will be about eight years ago. 

20017. At one time ?—Yes. 
20018. Aud did you get any advantage at the time it was raised?— 

Not 1. 
20019. Are there many crofters on the property of Mr Edmonston— 

men like yourself?—Yes, six. 
20020. But all over his property, is there a lot of crofters ?—Yes. 

ROBERT ROBERTSON, Crofter, West Myres, Scraefield, Unst (74)— 
examined. 

20021. The Chairman.—Were you a fisherman?—No, I was always Robert 
upon the land. Robertson. 

20022. When did you hear that the Commission were to be here ?— 
Not until yesterday ; but we had heard before that you were coming. 

20023. Who gave, notice to you ?—Some of our folk were here and 
heard it when they heard the sermon. 

20024. Had you any meeting of the people to send anybody here ?— 
No, they just told me you were coming, aud I thought I would como 
down. 

20025. Are there any others here from your place ?—Yes, two men. 
20026. How many families are there in your place ?—I have but a 

small patch of hill ground. I have been driven out twice by sheep farms, 
aud had to take a bit of barren hill because I had nowhere else to go. 

20027. What rent do you pay?—£6 of rent for sixteen acres of hiU 
ground—very barren ground. 

20028. Who is your laird ?—George Henderson, who stops in Burravoe. 
20029. Have you no arable land ?—No. 
20030. Are you not able to raise any crop ?—No, very little; it is bad 

soil. 
20031. What stock do you keep?—Two cows, three ponies, and I 

think three head of sheep. I had plenty of sheep, but I have no place 
to keep them now. 

20032. When were you removed to your present place?—I was driven 
out about nine years ago. 

20033. Why was that done ?—Because they took the place for sheep 
farming. 

20034. What farm was made out of the place you were in ?—Roe. 
20035. Were there many other families removed besides yourself?— 

Yes, 3ix. 
20036. Where were they sent to ?—I don't know ; they had to shift 

for themselves. 
20037. Have they found places in this parish ?—- Yes, except one man 

who went with his family to America. 
20038. Did the laird find any place for them himself ?—I could not 

say. One man got a place from him, and perhaps two. 
20039. Did they get new houses when they were removed ?—No, there 

were houses there before. 
20040. Was there a house where you went to?—No, I had all to do. 
20041. Had you a house to build ?—No, but I had all the rest to 

manage. 

UNST. 

BALTA 
SOUND. 

Robert 
Johnston. 
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UNST. 2OO12. Did the landlord build the house for you—a good house ?— 
Yes, a good house ; I wanted a good house. 

SOUND 2OO43. Is it the same landlord now ?—No. 
____• 2OO41. Who is your laird now?—Mr Henderson. It was Mr 

Robert Edmonston's property I was removed from. 
Robertson. 2OO15. Was there a sheep farm there before?—No, there was no sheep 

farm there before. There were sheep on the common pasture, but they 
all had to be turned away. I had sixty head of sheep, but 1 had to put 
them away because I had no room for them. 

2OO46. What rent had you to pay ?—50s, I was on another bit of 
ground when I was driven off the first time by sheep. 

20017. Were you removed more than once ?—Twice. 
2UO18. Where were you removed from first ?—I removed first from 

Balasta, where I had fourteen merks of land. 
2OO19. Who was your landlord there 1—Major Cameron. 
20050. How long ago was that ?—Between fourteen and fifteen years. 
20051. How long had you been in your first place?—Five years; but 

I was five years iu another place, and Mr Edmonston's before that. 
20052. Were you removed from Balasta, that your land might go into 

a sheep farm ?—Yes, I went out for that. 
20053. Were there many other people also removed at that time ?—No ; 

I went of my own goodwill from there, because it was a dear rent and 
very little for it, and I thought I would improve another piece of ground 
and make a living out of it, but I was driveu out. I thought I would get 
a lease, but I did not. 

2OO51. What is your complaint here to day ?—I have been badly 
handled and driven out. 

20055. That you have been removed from a good place to a bad place 
against your will ?—Yes. 

20056. What would you like to get now?—I should like to get my 
rent down, for I pay far too much. The one half would be too much, but 
I was forced to take it. But my lease Ì3 up now. I had a seven years' 
lease, and it is up two years ago. I was to come to some agreement as 
to the reut, but he never came to me, and I did not go to him. 

20057. You think the rent ought to be reduced a half at least?—I 
think so. 

20058. Of course you have to buy all you need?—I had a family 
when I was driven out by the sheep farm, and I had a daughter left with 
four helpless children, and she had no place to go. 

20059. Are you able to support your family?—I am supporting my­
self and am due nobody; but I am getting unfit for work now. 

20060. The Chairman.—How many animals do you keep ?—Two cows 
and three ponies, and three sheep, I think, if they are living. 

2OOG1. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—Did you get any compensation when 
you were turned out ?—No, none. 

20062. Who got the place when you left ?—It wa3 occupied as a 
sheep farm. 

20063. What was the name of the farm ?—Roe was the last place. 
20061. Who was the tenant of it?—Mr Edmonston. 
20065. Had he it in his own hands ?—He had the management of it at 

any rate. It was set to another man. 
20066. Who was the other man ?—Mr Sievwright, who stopped in 

Lerwick. 
20067. Were you well off when you were in that place?—Yes, I was 

very well off; it was the best place I was ever in. 
20068. "Was it not a very useful thing in the country to have a lot of 
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the small Shetland sheep?-—It was that. I have seen me taking ten TJXST. 
lambs in a night, and killing them. Was not that useful 1 But now 
we have nothing. BALTA 

2OOG9. Was it not an advantage to the population generally, apart *~"l'ND' 
from the farmer and crofter, the native wool could be bought for the Robert 
purpose of spinning ?—Oh, yes; it wa3 a great advantage ; it was all Robertson, 
woollen clothes then j and now the people have to buy clothes. 

20070. Was it not an advantage to the people of Shetland generally, 
apart from the crofters, that they could purchase the native wool for the 
purpose of knitting and selling the goods ?—Almost the whole of them had 
wool of their own without buying. 

20071. Is it much more difficult now for people living in towns like 
Lerwick, to buy native wool for the purpose of knitting ?—I believe it is, 
because in Shetland people are all in the same way. 

20072. Are you not aware that the demand for Shetland produce of the 
native wool is rather increasing, although the supply is diminishing ?—-
They can get all they have use for. 

20073. You are an old man and have been here all your days ?—Yes. 
20074. Have a great number of small tenants been removed in your 

lifetime from their crofts, for the purpose of making big farms ?—Yes, 
plenty; it is only of late that the sheep farming came into this island. 

20075. Has the introduction of sheep farming been for the benefit of 
the small tenants and crofters who were there before ?—Oh, no; not for 
the benefit of the small tenants. 

20076. Has the production of corn diminished a good deal since the 
sheep farms were begun ?—Oh, yes ; now there is no corn where the sheep 
farms are; the farms were taken away and occupied by the sheep; most 
of this island is occupied by sheep farms. 

20077. Is the population getting less ?—The population is away. 
20078. The men have gone to far foreign lands, and left the country 

altogether? They had nowhere to go to. 
20079. Are you acquainted with Balta Sound ?—I am well acquainted 

about Balta Sound. 
20080. Is there a name to the bay where the wreck took place Ì— 

Haroldswick. 
20081. Between Balta Sound and Haroldswick, were there not a great 

number of tenants ?—No; there is no sheep farming there to put them away. 
2OOS2. Is there not a great number of ruined houses between this and 

Haroldswick ?—No. 
20083. I think I saw a lot yesterday ?—Well, but there is nothing now 

of what there was of tenants, because some of those to whom the property 
belonged failed and are away. But the two houses I had were taken in 
by the landlord and made a bigger farm of. 

20084. How many houses or people were put away to make the farm 
between this and Haroldswick ?—I could not say ; there are five or six 
houses. 

20085. Were they not very good houses?—Just fair houses, I believe. 
I heard no complaint about them. 

20086. Were the people who were there well off ?—They were not ill 
off. They were always turning money round; they were active people, 
and did well enough. 

20087. I did not see anything there yesterday but a lot of ponies ?—I 
beiieve that ; most of them all died away. 

20088. Do they keep any cows, or nothing but ponies there ?—They 
keep cows too; but there is only one little house, with some slate upon it, 
next the hill; that has two cows, unless the big house. 
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Robert 
liobertson. 

2OOS9. What do you call the big house ?—Upper Springfield. 
20090. Do the people like yourself, who have been removed, complain 

very much of having been removed from their holdings?—They have com­
plained very much indeed, because it put them to a great deal of trouble 
and a worse bargain than where they-were, and that was why they com­
plained. 

20091. Who is Mr Henderson 1—He does not belong to this island, 
but he has property in it. 

20092. He is your present proprietor l—Yes. 
20093. And you have no complaint against him, except that your land 

is too highly rented ?—No, he has not disturbed me in any way. 
20094. Are you complaining of your rents?—Yes, I had been com­

plaining of my rent, and he said he would come down somewhat, but he 
has not said what it was to be. 

20095. Are your neighbours complaining of the rent ?—No, I do not 
think they have much cause, because there are two or three places like 
mine which are 30s. or 35s. 

20096. And you are obliged to pay the rent you do because you could 
not get another place ?—Yes j but I am at liberty now, because my lease 
is up. 

20097. Would you rather have a lease than be without one?—No; I 
would not take a lease at the rent. 

John 
Harrison. 

JOHN HARRISON, Crofter and Fisherman, Balaster, Unst (55)—examined. 

20098. Sir Kenneth Mackenzie.—Are you fishing this year ?—No. 
20099. Are there many families living where you are ?—Seven. 
20100. With land?—Yes, belonging to Major Cameron. 
20101. Did they send you here or did you come for yourself?—I came 

for myself. 
20102. Are any of your neighbours here ?—Yes. 
20103. To speak for themselves V—Yes. 
20104. And what have you got to say?—I have to say that we want 

some more scathold, because we have no scathold belonging to our farm. 
20105. Did you have scathold at one time 1—Yes. 
20106. When was it taken away ?—About fourteen years since. 
20107. And since then you have had no scathold?—No, not unless we 

pay for it to other proprietors. 
20108. What have you to pay for scathold ?—So much for each head of 

cattle—2s. for a cow, 3s. for a pony, and Is. for a sheep. 
20109. What size of a croft have you ?—Seven merks. 
20110. For which you pay ?—£4, 5s. 
20111. What stock can you keep upon it ?—A cow and a quey. 
20112. No pony and no sheep ?—No. 
20113. If you had scathold land, how much could you keep ?—May be 

two cows and three ponies, and five or six sheep. 
20114. And could you winter them ?—Yes. 
20115. Did you get any reduction of rent when you lost the scat-

hold?—5s. 
20116. Five shillings reduction of rent, and the loss of value to you was 

15s. or 16s. you think ?—Yes. 
20117. The only complaint you have to make is that you want more 

Bcathold ?—Yes. 
20118. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—Did you succeed your father in the 

place ?—No. 
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20119. How long is it since you went to this place 1—Twenty years. 
20120. And you had scathold for about six years?—Yes. 
20121. Who is your proprietor ?—Major Cameron. . 
20122. Was this scathold taken away to make a sheep farm?—Yes. 
20123. And all the allowance you got was 5s. ?—Yes. 
20124. Were you fairly well otF before?—Pretty well off before. We 

could keep some few sheep and some ponies, but we cannot keep them 
now. 

20125. Were you able to make your living out of the croft formerly? 
—No. 

20126. Much less can you do it now ?—A good deal less. 
20127. Has there been a good deal of this kind of work done in Unst, 

—taking away the scathold land from the small tenants and making it 
into farms?—Yes ; a great many crofts have been taken and put into sheep 
farms. 

20128. Has that impoverished the people generally?—Yes. 
20129. Has it not been prejudicial to the interests of Shetland generally 

that the native wool is decreasing ?—Yes, it is decreasing greatly. 
20130. Is that not prejudicial to the island generally?—Yes. 
20131. Are you not aware that there is a great demand in the South 

or elsewhere for Shetland wool and work ?—Yes. 
20132. And it is growing ?—Yes. 
20133. And are there not several women outside the crofting class who 

make a considerable living by knitting ?—Yes. 
20134. And they have now to pay very dear for the wool ?—Yes; the 

wool has to be brought; they cannot get Shetland wool to buy at all. 
20135. Does this system of sheep farming at the expense of the crofter 

act prejudicially in two ways—first by impoverishing the crofters, and then 
reducing the quantity of native wool ?—Yes. 

20136. Do you know the price of Shetland wool as compared with 
other wool ?—No. 

20137. But strangers, and those coming to buy wool in Lerwick, would 
not buy Cheviot wool ?—No. 

20138. Mr Cameron.—Do you know what the women earn at this 
knitting ?—They earn a good sum; I think Shetland shawls used to sell 
high. 

20139. Do you know what the women earn per week at knitting ?—No. 
20140. Therefore you are not so well able to know whether it is a gain 

or a loss to the people ?—No. 
20141. SJieriff Nicolson.-—What is the reason why you were not at 

the fishing this year ?—Because I was working at the land. 

UNST. 

BALTA 
SOUND. 

John 
Harrison. 

THOMAS ABERNETHY, Pettester, Unst (60)—examined. 

20142. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—Have you been appointed a delegate 
in your locality ?—No, I came of my own accord. I never beard of the 
inquiry until this morning, and my neighbours were all away at the fishing 
and never heard of it at all. 

20143. What have you to say?—All I have to say is that my rent is 
more than double what it was when I came to the property. 

20144. Who is your proprietor?—Mr George Henderson, Burravoe, 
Yell. 

20145. What was your rent?—£2, 3s. 6d., and now it is £4, 14s., 
besides road monev and poor rates. 

Thomas 
Abcrnethy. 
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UNST. 20146. What advantages did you get when this rise was put upon 
you'?—None at all. 

BALTA 20147. How long is it since the rent was raised?—I came to this 
1_ ' property at Martinmas 1845, and he has lifted the rent three times since. 

Thomas 20148. The same gentleman ?—Yes, the same gentleman. 
Abernethy. 20119. How many merks of land have you got?—Three. 

20150. What stock have you at present?—I could keep five cows; I 
have no ponies. 

20151. Any sheep ?—About a dozen head. 
20152. Are you by yourself, or is there a township around you?—• 

There are seven neighbours and myself. 
20153. Were their rents all raised?—Yes. 
20154. And although you had no time to consult them, if they were 

here they would say tho same ?—Oh, yes, they would say the same. 
20155. Are your rents all the sime?—No, they are not all the same. 

There is only one the same as mine, but it was all a general lift at the 
same time. 

20156. Have you got any scathold land ?—We have the hill property ; 
we have it as we had it before. 

20157. Your complaint here Ì3 really that the rents have been raised 
more than the place is worth?—Yes, far more. 

20158. Does you landlord live in the island ?—No, in Yell. 
20159. Have you ever remonstrated with him against this rise ?—Ho 

won't lower them a bit ; that is his talk. 
20160. You must either pay the rent that or go ?—Yes. 
20161. And you don't want to go ?—I don't know. 
20162. And you don't want to pay the increased rent?—It has been 

paid in time past. 
20163. Are you a fisherman also9—I have been a fisherman up to this 

year, but I am not fishing this year. 
20164. How much meal do you require to buy in a year for your 

family ?—I had very few of a family. 
20165. Do you require to buy anything at all ?—Oh, yes. 
20166. How much on an average ?—Four bolls of the meal. But I 

had no family worth mentioning. 
20167. Is that about the average you require to buy?—I have only 

three of a family. 
20168. But from year to year, is that the average?—Some years I had 

hardly anything to buy at all. 
20169. Do you crop the whole of your arable laud?—I cropped the 

whole of it this year. 
20170. Had you some this year at fallow?—This year I am giving up 

a lot of it. 
20171. Do you mean leaving it to run out?—No, my wife died last 

year, and I had to give it up to one of my neighbours. 
20172. But, formerly, did you use to leave some of it fallow?—No, I 

cropped it. 
20173. Is the soil as productive now as it used to be ?—No, there is a 

great failure in the potatoes. 
20174. But is the white crop as good as it used to be?—Just 

about the same. 
20175. Professor Mackimion.—In what direction do you lie from 

Burrafirth ?—About south-anddDy-west. 
20176. Are you near the sea?—It takes about an hour to go to 

Burrafirth from our place. 
20177. And is it at Burrafirth your people fish ?—Yea, 
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20178. Is there much fishing there ?—This year only four boats. UNST. 
20179. How is that ?—I dou't know; they are leaving and going into 

big boats. V>\\.7K 
20180. And big boats don't suit Bumifirth ?—No. S ^ ° -
20181. That is because of the wild boach ?—There is a great current Thomas 

outride, and it is a wicked place to get into. Abemethv. 
20182. Where do your children go to school 1—Some to Burrafirth, and 

some come here to Mr White. 
20183. That is a long way ?— Yes. 
20184. But still they go ?-—Yes. 
20185. The young children don't go in winter ?—No, they are not fit. 
20186. But the big ones do?—When they come to fourteen they are 

not caring whether they go to school or not. 
20187. I thought they cared to go to school 1—But the schoolmasters are 

not caring; the children are desired to go to school when they are not fit; 
and when they are fit, the schoolmaster don't care whether they go or not 

20188. What do you think would be a suitable age for them to go to 
school to begin with ?—I think they are not fit for much schooling before 
they are seven or eight year3 old. 

20189. And then they should be kept at school until they are fourteen 
or fifteen, would that be the proper age ?—Yes; for they are not 
fit, when they are so young, to travel through the snow without roads. 
There are places where there is no road at a l l ; nothing but wild moors. 

20190. Where do you get your stores.—We have to get them from 
Balta Sound. 

20191. How do you carry them ?—On our backs. 
20192. There are plenty of ponies in the place^?—Some have them, but 

a great many have none. 
20193. But those who have them use them ?—Yes; but there are no 

ponies in our place except two belonging to one man. 
20194 Do they use the ponies, where they have them, to plough 

land Ì—Yes, those who have big farms. 
20195. How do they till the land in your place ?—We delve it all with 

a spade, 
20196. Suppose you had your croft at the old rent, is it big enough to 

support your family ?—No. 
20197. You must, therefore, depend for your living upon the sea?— 

Generally. Only the proprietor has split every farm in two to increase 
it for fishermen, and that has made the holdings far too small. 

20198. Is he a curer himself ?—He did cure, but he has given it urj now. 
20199. When did he give it up ?—About ten years ago. 
20200. Has the rent been raised since that time ?—No; but it was 

raised before that. 
20201. ò'ir Kenneth Mackenzie.—Did you ever sell the wool of your 

sheep?—Yes, several times. 
20202. What did you get for it ?—I have had to buy for some time ; 

but when I was selling it, I got Sd. and lOd. and Is. a pound. 
20203. AVhat do you pay now?—Last year we were paying Is. 6d. 

and 2s. for good wool. 
20204. That is for Shetland wool ?—No, for Cheviot wool. 
20205. And what would you pay for the old Shetland wool ?—I know 

it has been sold for Is. 2d. 
20206. At the same time you were paying Is. 6d. for the wool of the 

big sheep. Then the wool of Shetland sheep is cheaper than that of the 
big sheep ?—It was cheaper. 

20207. Was it cheaper last year ?—Yes; but this year I don't know 
shat it is. 

4 t f 
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UNST. 20208. From whom do you buy your wool?—I bought some from Mr 
Hamilton this year,—blackfaced wool. 

BALTA 20209. And you paid Is. 6d. ?—No, not blackfaced wool. Cheviot wool 
-3f' is cheaper this year ; Mr Edmonston has been selling it at Is. 

Thomas 20210. Mr Cameron.—What do you do with the Cheviot wool when 
Abemethy. you get it ?—I never bought any of it. 

20211. W7hat did you do with the blackfaced ?—I sent it South and 
got stuff made with it. 

20212. Has Mr Hamilton got a stock of blackfaced sheep?—Yes. 
20213. What did you pay for the blackfaced wool ?—I could not say; 

I have not settled for i t 
20214. Do you know what you wiU have to pay for it ?—-I could not 

tell ; he is here. 
20215. But haven't you some idea of the price ?—Well, Mr Edmonston 

Bold some Cheviot wool this year'for Is. 
20216. But I am talking of what you have bought,—have you no 

idea of what you will have to pay ?—I think it will be about 7d. per lb. 
for blackfaced wool. 

20217. The sheep which you keep are small Shetland sheep?—Yes. 
20218. Would your land keep a better class of sheep—bigger sheep? — 

No, it is not adopted for that, it is heathery hills. 
20219. 13 there any land in your neighbourhood adopted for that ?—No. 
20220. Not even blackfaced sheep ?—Yes; but Shetland sheep are the 

hardiest. 
20221. At what age do you sell Shetland sheep ?—They are generally 

kept until we cannot keep them longer. 
20222. You allow them to die of old age ?—The greater part of them 

died of old age some time back we keep them until they are eight or ten 
or twelve years ago. 

20223. Is not that a rather primitive mode of farming?—They were 
always kept for their lambs and their wool. 

20224. When they sold them at all, what price did they get for them, 
and to whom did they sell them ?—Just one neighbour to the other. 

20225. What price did they get?—7s. for a Shetland ewe—-they 
thought that a good price—and 5s. and 2s. Gd. for a lamb. 

20226. And for a wether sheep?—They could be somewhat dearer. 
20227. How much?—I have seen them sold at 8s. and 9s. 
20228. Have you no idea what the value of a blackfaced sheep would 

be ?—No. 
20229. Did you ever inquire as to whether it would not be more profit­

able to keep a breed of blackfaced sheep ?—No. 
20230. Supposing you were told that a blackfaced wether, after keep­

ing it so long, would sell for about £2 , would you think that a profitable 
bargain ?—I do not know, I am sure ; blackfaced sheep are things we are 
not much used to ; we have always had the old Shetland sheep. 

20231. But, apparently, Mr Hamilton has a breed of blackfaced sheep? 
•--Yes. 

20232. Is his land much better than the land you have?—His is a 
farm laid down for sheep. 

20233. Are you aware that in Scotland crofters who hold the same 
quantity of land, as you do, keep a breed of blackfaced sheep and sell 
them at the market prices, whatever they may be ?—I don't know. 

20234. Don't you think it would be worth while to inquire whether 
you could not raise sheep, and which would sell for £2 rather than 7s. ? 
— I t would be, if we had only the property to raise them on. 

20235. Does anybody in the island keep blackfaced sheep except Mr 
Hamilton ?—Yes, Mr Edmonston. 
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2023(1. Do they seem to answer?—They are hardy animals. UNST. 
20237. Do you see any reason why they should not be introduced 

into Shetland Ì—Because the wool of them is awful coarse. BALTA 
20238. But if you can make as much as I have stated off the carcase 0L>r> ' 

would not that compensate for the inferior quality of the wool ?—Yes; I Thomas 
should say the one would pay up what the other wanted. Abernethy. 

20239. You said your wife had died and that you had to give up 
some of the land; what did you mean by that 1—I could not get it 
managed; I could not get people to work, because they are getting scarce. 

202Ì0. Who did you give up the land to ?—I told it off to my master. 
202-11. You gave it up to your master ?—Yes. 
20212. By what did he reduce the rent?—I do not pay the half now, 

because I am not using the. half; but I only have it for one year. 
20213. And do you get back the rest of the land next year ?—No; I 

am going to give it all up, because I cannot manage it. 
20244. What are you to do with yourself?—1 do not know. I will 

have to try and go to another country. 
20215. Will you try and take land at a less rent ?—No, a bare man 

has no need to take a farm now unless he has a family. 
20216. Have many of your neighbours got leases for their lands ?— 

None have got leases at all 
20217. What are the poor rates and school rates?—About 2s., I think, 

in the £ . 
20218. For each?—For poor rates and school rates. 
20219. That is the tenant's share ?—Yes. 
20250. Four shillings between landlord and tenant ?—Yes; and we 

pay 6d. in the £ for road money, and there are no roads at all. 
20251. Is there any road in the island?—There is, in the island, but 

not to our place. 
20252. Sherif Nicolson.—How far are you from the high road?—A 

couple of miles. 
20253. Do you bring your goods from Balta Sound ?—Yes. 
20251. On your backs 1—Yes. 
20255. How many miles is it from this place?—Five miles. 
20256. The Chairman.—What of the three kinds of wool—blackfaced, 

Cheviot, or Shetland wool—makes the best cloth or clothes for the use of 
the working people ?—The Shetland wool is said to be the best; the 
softest. 

20257. Do many of the people still make their clothes of the pure 
Shetland wool ?—Yes, a great many of them used to have it, but now 
they cannot get it manufactured in this island. There are no weavers in 
this island—not one. 

20258. Do none of the womeu weave ?—No, unless working stockings 
and shawls. 

20259. Sheriff Nicolson.—Did they use to weave?—No. 
20260. Where did they get their cloth woven formerly?—Here 

amongst the Shetland people themselves. 
20261. Was it the men or the women who did the weaving?—The 

men. 
20262. Mr Cameron.—Why did you buy blackfaced wool to make 

cloth, if the Shetland wool makes the best ?—Because I had not enough 
of it. I bought blackfaced and mixed it, and that made it, at least, a 
little better, 

20263. If you could have got Shetland wool, would you have pre­
ferred it ?—Yes. 

20261. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—How many weavers do you recollect 
in your young days ?—Seven. 



1300 Highlands and Islands Commission. 

UNST. 20265. All in constant employment ?—They always were in the winter, 
but not much in the summer. 

BALTA 20266. Professor Maclciiuion.—What became of them?—Some of them 
SOUND. . . , , J .. 

died and some gave it up. 
Thomas 20267. It would not do 1—No ; 2d. a yard was what they charged, and 

Abernethy. that would not pay them. 
20268. Sir Kenneth Mackenzie.—And what do you pay in the South 

for it ?—2s. last year. 

DAVID CHARLES EDMONSTON (16)—examined. 

David Charles 20269. The Clutirman.—Are you a proprietor?—No ; a factor. 
Edmonstou. 20270. Do you occupy any land yourself ?—I do. 

20271. Then I may say you are a factor and farmer?—Yes. 
20272. You have no other factor?—I am, in fact, lessee of the estate, 

too—lessee and factor. I pay a free rent to Mrs Edmonston for the 
estate of Buness. 

20273. Have you been long resident in the island 1—All my life, with 
the exception of a few years. 

20274. And engaged both as factor on estate management, and in 
fanning on your own account ?—Yes. 

20275. Have you had any other commerce,—as a fish-curer, for 
instance ?—Yes; I started business when twenty-one, as a fish-curer and 
general merchant. I continued that for eight or nine years, and then gave 
it up. 

20276. You have heard what has been stated by the small tenants here 
to-day ?—I have. 

20277. Is there any statement you wish to make in consequence of 
what you have heard ?—There are one or two statements I might make. 
When I heard the tenants were to come here to day, I drew up a statement 
which I shall read:—'Previous to about the year 1820, the land in Shetland 
- was let in small crofts and the rents paid in kind—part in fish, butter, oil, 
1 and money. The lands were low rated, and the price of produce was also low, 
1 so that the proprietors looked for their rents out of the sales of what they 
' got from the people. I t sometimes happened that the price of Shetland 
' produce was very low in the southern markets, and in such times the nett 
1 rentals were very smalL The proprietors generally managed their own 
' estates, compelling the men to fish for, and deliver to them, the whole of 
1 the produce, both of sea aud land, and were thus fish-curers and merchants. 
' Iu some cases, however, thej" let their properties to middlemen, or tacks-
1 men as they were called, getting a slump sum in money, and allowing the 
' tacksmen to make what profit they could out of the people, the tenants of 
1 course, being bound to fish for and deliver their produce to them. During 
' last century the population was only about half what it is at present. 
' There were few or no large farms, as the great object was to increase the 
' number of fishermen, and thus the land was sub-divided into small lots; 
1 and there being little or no emigration, the population naturally increased 
' very rapidly. Under this old system, the people were generaUy well to do, 

* and there was little or no debt due on the land. The ground was well 
' cultivated and almost self-supporting ; little or no meal was imported. 
* As intercourse with the South became more frequent, and people began to 
1 know the prices of sea and farm produce, the old system engendered 
' discontent, and, forgetting that if they were selling their produce cheap, 
' they also had their farms at a nominal rent, the tenants called loudly for 
' a fairer market value being put upon all. Between the years 1820 and 
1 1830, or in some cases before that time, most of the proprietors had 
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revalued their lauds and given up the old system, allowing the people to TJXST. 
iish for whom they chose, and sell their produce to the highest bidder, 
merely asking payment of the rents when they annually fell due at Mar- ?A!'TA 

tinmas. The result of this free trade was that innumerable shopkeepers ' 
sprang up, and the people were induced to barter their produce from hand David Chart 
to mouth, for luxuries which they could not afford, thus acquiring a taste Edmonstoi. 
for articles which superseded the coarser and healthier produce of their 
farms ; the land was neglected, and refused to produce anything like its 
former increase. The home-spun and comfortable woollen clothing was 
superseded by the light and cold cotton textures of the present time, the 
native wool being made up into finer articles for the southern markets, and 
bartered for light clothing and eatables, and thus the people were neither 
fed nor clothed like their ancestors. The consequence of all this was that 
they got seriously into debt both to landlords and merchants, and one of the 
largest and first of the free trade proprietors emphatically declared that had 
he been a younger man, he would have put his "shoulder to the wheel," and 
gone back to the old and paternal government of his estate, as the best 
suited at that time for both landlord and tenant. Up to 1867, the crofts 
on the Buness estate were mostly "runrig;" and in that season the whole 
property was carefully gone over and divided out in separate lots, so that 
each tenant got his farm by itself. At the same time each holding was 
valued at what was considered a fair money rent, and the tenants without 
exception all took their holdings and seemed satisfied. Up to this time 
the scatholds or hill ground were pastured by the people in common, aud 
it often happened that the principal stocks belonged to tenants of other 
proprietors, shopkeepers, and squatters. Those who were not Buness 
tenants were requested to remove their animals. A certaiu proportion of 
the scatholds were enclosed and let out as sheep farms, but in nearly every 
case a portion next the town lands was reserved for the crofters. An 
attempt was then made to induce the people to take leases and improve 
their holdings, by breaking out more land draining, sub-dividing, and 
rotation of crops; but while many adopted a sort of rotation, and with the 
most marked benefit, others have not done so, and in all cases the 
leases were emphatically refused. Many would have taken them 
with a clause binding the proprietor, but leaving the tenant free to 
remove any year he chose; but this one-sided agreement was not 
granted, and so the crofts on the Buness estate are mostly all held 
on yearly tenancy. Almost contemporaneous with this rearrangement 
of crofts, came a run of good fishings and high prices for cattle 
of all kinds, and so the tenants have generally paid their rents with 
moderate regularity. Another help to this is the fact that since 1867 
the breed of horned cattle has been greatly improved throughout the 
island. Previous to 1865, the poor rate was voluntary and entirely paid 
by the proprietors. In that year this rate alone rose to the enormous 
sum of 7s. in the pound of gross rental; this was owing to all the 
small proprietors, who hold about a fourth of the parish, refusing to pay 
their proportion, and in that year the rate fell on Lord Zetland, Garth, 
and Buness. This was found to be such a grievous burden, that it was 
resolved to adopt the Rowland Act of 1845 in its entirety, and the rates 
at the present time are 3s. 6d. for poor and Is. 6d. for school, levied half 
on proprietors and half on tenants. A large proportion of this rate goes 
to maintain six pauper lunatics in Montrose Asylum. The whole houses 
on the Buness estate are built and repaired by the proprietors without 
charging any interest or additional rent. An average Buness croft may; 
be stated at £5 rent, which consists of from five to ten acres of town 
land, a house, peat ground, liberty on the hill for ponies, cattle and sheep, 
and an average stock that may be kept on such a holding may be stated 
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UèvST. ' at three milk cows, two young cattle, three breed mares, and six to rweive 
' ewes, besides pigs and poultry. Whilst many have this stock and more, 

liAi.i.v ( there are no doubt many who do not have i t ; this is owing to a variety of 
a u t M ' " ' circumstances, amongst which is inability to purchase a stock to start 

David Charles ' with. There has been no rise of rent on the Buuess estate since 1867. 
Eduiouston. - In 1874-5 the islands were stumped by emigration agents from New 

' Zealand, aud a great many people were induced to take advantage of the 
* assisted passages, and went out to that colony. Several of the Buness 
1 tenants were of the number, and in most cases each carried with him a 
' clear sum of from £ 3 0 to £200 as the result of their savings here. In 
c cases where townships were partially left vacant, several tenants were 
c moved from one place to another and concentrated, in order that some-
1 tiling might be made of a whole township, when nothing could be got out 
' of a vacant portion. There is not a croft vacant at present on the estate. 
' In 1867 it had 118 holdings, and at present there are 106. A great por-
* tion is expected for trust, in consequence of the new enterprise in fishing 
* which has lately been started by South country as well as native curers. 
' The small native boats are being fast superseded by larger decked ones, 
* and many of the men are hiring themselves as hands in the larger boats 
* Men, women, aud children are all at present remuneratively employed, 
4 and the result is showing itself in many ways. The present rental of the 
' Buness estate, as appearing in the valuation roll, includes sums of over 
1 £100 for interest on Government loans of money laid out on the estate. 
* This goes to swell the rental, and is not actual rise of rent.'—I prepared 
this statement hurriedly, and it may be to the point or not. 

20278. You spoke of an improvement in the cattle ; what was the nature 
of the improvement which has been effected—has it been an improvement 
in the native breed by selection, or has a new breed been introduced ?—It 
is a new cross breed; better breeders have been got 

20279. What is the cross which was used principally?—Principally 
shorthorn with the Shetland, and it makes a most admirable cross. 

20280. A direct cross between a shorthorn bull and a Shetland cow?— 
Yes. 

20281. And it produces a good animal 1—Yes; an animal which, if well 
fed, comes to be heavy and hardy at the same time. 

20282. A good milker?—Yes. 
20283. Has the improved breed extended to the small tenants, or is it 

in the hands of the small farmers ?—It has extended to the small tenants. 
20284. Is there any export of the young cattle at one and two year 

old ?—A large export. 
20285. What prices are they realising for the one and two year olds?— 

I could not say—perhaps from £ 5 to £9 . 
20286. £5 for a stirk, and for two-year-olds up to £ 9 ?—Yes. 
20287. What was the original price of a stirk and two-year-old of the 

old original breed?—The price has been increasing during the last few 
years. A stirk is scarcely a saleable animal in Shetland—it is so small; 
but two and three year olds have been selling at from 40s. to 60s. 

20288. Is this improved breed exclusively adopted all over?—More or 
less in this island especially. 

20289. And is it progressing ?—I should say so. 
20290. How do they winter their improved cattle; do they stand out all 

the winter ?—No, they always house them. 
20291. The native cattle go out all winter?—All the Shetland cattle 

are housed. 
20292. You mean really housed for several months ?—Oh, yes; from 

October until May all DÌght, I daresay they are run out every good day 
for a few hours. 
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20293. What is given to them in winter?—-Straw principally. UNST. 
20294. Should that not increase the area of the arable cultivation ?—It 

ought to. BALTA 
20295. And is there no increase in the area of arable cultivation 1—I ° ^ D -

don't think so ; in very few cases. David Charles 
20296. Is the corn which was origiually threshed for consumption by Edrnoiiston. 

the people now given without threshing to the cattle, or do they prepare 
as much for domestic consumption as ever they did?—I think they thresh 
as much for domestic consumption as they used to do. I do not think in 
ordinary seasons they have to give the corn unthreshed to the animals. 

20297. Is there an improvement in the ponies, or a greater demand, or 
is the demand falling off?—There is a great demand for them, but there 
is no change in the breed. In fact they do not want a change, because 
they cannot be got small enough. The small ones always fetch the 
highest prices in the market. 

20298. Is attention paid to the selection of the breeders ?—I don't 
think so. It may be by a few of the gentlemen who have pony farms; 
they may attend a little to selection; but I don't think there is any selec­
tion amongst the crofters. In fact, it is the ' halt and maimed ' that are 
kept for breeders. 

20299. We have heard a good deal to-day of the withdrawal of the hill 
pasture from tenants, and the consolidation of them into sheep farms; 
has that been the practice upon Buness estate ?—Yes. 

20300. Has that been prejudicial to the condition of the small tenants? 
—I don't think so at all. 

20301. In the case of the withdrawal of the hill pasture, has there 
been any proportionate reduction of rent?—No, because in all the cases 
where we enclosed hill pasture it was very extensive, and far more than 
our tenants could occupy. It was occupied by the tenants of other pro­
prietors all over the island, and we, in almost every case, left some scat-
hold for the tenants. 

20302. Almost in every case ?—Almost in every case. 
20303. And when none at all was left, in this exceptional case was a 

reduction of rent made ?—No, because it was the same year that the 
scatholds were enclosed that the rents were all gone over and equalised. 
They had never been looked after for perhaps fifty years, and in many 
cases they were reduced, and in other cases increased, in order to equalise 
.them. I would find two men sitting in the same town and having the 
same quantity of ground and advantages, the one paying perhaps half as much 
as the other, that having arisen no doubt long ago by the demand for land. 

20304. When the house of one of your small tenants becomes ruinous or 
dilapidated, he applies, I suppose, for repairs; in that case, is the expendi­
ture in repairing the house entirely at the charge of the landlord?— 
Entirely. About that man Robert Johnston, he applied to me last year 
saying that the roof of his house was bad. I sent a man, and had it 
partially repaired, because there was such a demand for labour on the 
island I could not get men to repair it. On Friday last I got a note from 
him, to say that the couples of his house were bad, and 1 am just wait­
ing for a mason to go and get it repaired. 

20305. In the case of repairing such a house, what amount of money 
expenditure does it imply to the proprietor ?—Often three years' gross 
rent, A new house will cost on an average about £20. 

20306. Not more than £20 ?—A new cottage. 
20307. In the case of a cottage which costs £20 , what is the descrip­

tion of building ? Is it built with stone and lime ?—Stone and lime. Since 
I had anything to do with them, I have been building them with lime, 
because they stand better. 
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UXST. 20.308. Is it really possible to build a two-roomed cottage with stone 
and lime walls and a weather-tight roof for £20 ?—Either a turf or thatch 

BALTA f The rafters are of wood, and then the turf is put upon the top, and 
. straw over that. 

David Charles 20309. In the case of a house so built, does the tenant pay the first 
Ldiuonston. th itch ?—He does first the whole thatching; that is all he does. 

20310. Does he also do, the divisions in the inside of the house?—We 
just build the walls of the house and put the roof on. The tenant puts 
in box beds, which make a division, and we have nothing to do with that 

20311. There are two chimuies in the house?—Yes, in a new house, 
and windows and doors. We supply the doors. 

20312. How many years' rental of the croft do you estimate it would 
cost ?—About four years' gross rental on an average; and that means 
about eight years, the landlord get3 nothing, and hi3 taxes will be well on 
to 10s. in the £. 

20313. Sir Kenneth Mackenzie.—Have you been in charge of the pro­
perty since 1867 ?—Yes, and before that. 

20314. Then it was under your charge when the scathold was taken off 
the crofters?—Yes, it was. 

20315. The principal complaint we have had to-day seems to be the loss 
of the scathold. Do you thiuk there is good ground for that ?—There may 
be in some cases, where the tenants have no scathold at all. 

20316. Bat, on the Buness property, you think they have scathold, 
generally speaking ?—They have all, with two exceptions, sufficient for 
their arable land ; of course, not to keep 200 or 300 sheep, as they used 
to do, but sufficient to run out young ponies and cattle, and a few sheep. 

20317. But if they used to keep 200 or 300 sheep, won't they feel it 
to be a hardship to have lost that power ?—They do. 

20318. I t is au actual loss to them, because they pay the same rent as 
before 1—-In some cases they do, and in some cases more. 

20319. But you have not taken into account, in their new rent, that 
they have not that power of grazing 200 or 300 sheep ?—No; we valued 
their croft and the privileges outside, and put on what we considered a 
fair thing for the man to pay. A man having six, eight, or ten of a family, 
and paying £ 3 to £ 5 of rent, would scarcely be supposed to live entirely 
on a croft of that size. He must work outside to supplement his living. 

20320. Do the women make much money by knitting?—They have 
made a good deal in years gone by. 

20321. Have they a chance of doing so now ?—Not just now j Shetland 
hosiery seems a drug in the market. 

20322. There is no demand for i t?—I believe the merchants who have 
been buying it have great difficulty in selling it, and have stocks which 
they cannot dispose of. There is so much cheap woven stuff in the market, 
that people won't give the prices for hand-wrought shawls. 

20323. Have they any difficulty in getting Shetland wool for their 
work ?—I think there is enough Shetland wool for the demand, and for 
coarser articles of underclothing; they buy a considerable quantity of 
Cheviot wool, of which we allow them—at least I do—to Belect the best 
fleeces at clipping. It is the same t o m e ; I get the same price for a fine 
fleece as for a coarse, and for many years I have been selling it at about 
Is. per lb., for the last four or five years at least. 

20321. What does the Shetland wool sell at?—I have a few Shetland 
sheep on the land, and I sell it at Is. 8d. per lb. 

20325. Is that white or coloured wool ?-—White ; and 2s. for black. 
20326. The yellow WOJI sells highest ?—I don't know; I have none 

of it. 
20327. Mr Cameron.—You stated that some of the scathold land was 
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turned into sheep farms ; where did the sheep farmers come from who took Tjvq-p 
the l and?—I occupy two. ' 

20328. Did any come from a distance ?—Mr Sievewright, writer, BAI.TA 
Lerwick, took one. SOL-.NP. 

20329. Did they find houses on these places, or were houses buil t for n .T~Zj , 
them ?—We don't require a house. There is only a shepherd on the farm, Edmonston! 
and one of the old cottages did for hiiu. 

20330. And they jus t work it as a sheep fa rm?—I t was enclosed by 
the proprietor, and sub-divided, and he wrought it as a sheep farm. 

20331. Is there any arable ground attached to these farms,—has the 
large tenant got arable ground along with the grazing ground ?—Yes ; 
Mr Sievewright got a good deal of the crofters' arable land and it was all 
laid down in grass. 

20332. Does he plough any of the land on the sheep farm now ?—No ; 
he gave it up two or three years ago, and it is let to another tenant. 

2C333. Have any of the sheep to be wintered away ?—Well, a number 
of the blackfaced sheep have grass. The grey-faced lambs, from Leicester 
tups, are all so ld ; a few have pure blackfaced lambs, and they are kept for 
stock. 

20331. But none of the pure blackfaced stock require to be sent away 
for wintering ?—No ; they are wintered here, both ewes and wethers. 

20335. And the scathold which remains to the crofters is equally good 
land with tha t which is now occupied by the sheep farmers ?—Yes, it is 
jus t a slice off it. 

20336. If the land is sufficiently good to enable them to graze black-
faced ewes and Leicester tups, would not the remaining land be able to 
support a better class than the Shetland sheep ?—I should doubt the crofters 
being able to support t ha t class of sheep, because in the case of Mr Sieve­
wright and myself, we have old town lands, and keep the ewes with the 
cross lambs there, and the pure blackfaced sheep on the hill. 

20337. Then this ground taken from the crofters was the bes t?—No. 
20338. Then why should not the crofters use what remains, the same 

as the sheep fanners does ?—Because with the scathold left him he has no 
old arable land, whilst the large farmer has. 

20339. Then where .does the large farmer get this arable land ?—It is 
included in the scathold ; it is attached to the scathold. 

20310 . That would show that the large farmer got the best of the scot-
hold, because he got this town land with it?—The town land was not scathold. 

20311. What was it then ?—That is where the emigration took place 
from when the tenants left. 

20312. But he got the vacant crofts 1—Yes, and he keeps the cros3 
sheep on these places. 

20313. Speaking generally, do you consider that the crofters might work 
their common land in conjunction with their crofts in a more profitable 
manner tha t they do now ?--—I thiuk they could. I think they could get 
much more out of it if they were to put blackfaced sheep on it, and employ 
one man to herd them all. The native sheep are so very wild, that really 
I do not think there is much profit in them . 

20311. A l though the wool of the native sheep appears of a higher class 
than that of the blackfaced sheep, don't you consider tha t the difference 
would be more than made up for by the price they would get for the 
mutton ?—No, I do n o t ; because the few Shetland sheep I have will only 
average about 1£ pounds of wool, whilst the blackfaced would be more. 

20035. What I meant was, even supposing the Shetland wool to be 
more valuable than the blackfaced, would it not be more profitable for a 
crofter to keep blackfaced sheep in respect of the price which he would 
get for the carcase ?—I th ink so. 
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TJXST. 20316. And besides that advantage he would also reap a benefit in the 
greater weight of the wool which he would get from a blackfaced sheep I 

BAI.TA _ Y e s . 

• 20347. Do you consider there is anything in the climate or soil to pre-
David Charles vent him growing average bkxckfaced stock ?—No; I think the blackfaced 
Edmonston. stock improve here on similar land. 

20318. Have any of the crofters, so far as you know, through Shetland, 
adopted this mode of pasturing their land with blackfaced sheep ?—I don't 
think so, so far as I know. Some of them have crossed them with the 
Shetland, but they do not make a good cross. 

20319. You say that iu 1875 many people went to New Zealand; have 
good accounts been heard of those who went ?—A number of them have 
done well 

20350. Have they written home any good accounts to their friends ?— 
Yes. 

20351. Has that encouraged more people to go ?—No. 
20352. The population here does not require thinning ?—No ; because it 

is not the land they depend upon, but the sea. We don't want the popula­
tion to decrease, and never did. 

20353. Is there any disinclination on the part of the people to take 
leases when they are offered to them ?—Yes ; they will only take them on 
one condition, so far as I can speak to, and that is that they shall be at 
liberty to leave when they like. 

20351. That there is to be a break in favour of the tenant, and not in 
favour of the landlord ?—Exactly. 

20355. Why do they object to leases in the ordinary way?—They just 
say that something may occur, and that they would like to leave, and 
would not like to be bound for five or seven or ten or nineteen years. 
That is the invariable reply. 

20356. Besides the ordinary fishing which the people occupy themselves 
with, do any of them go to the whale fishing ?—Not many from Unst. 

20357. Did they use to go ?—Yes; perhaps forty or fifty years ago. 
20358. Not subsequent to that period Ì—Not in my memory; very 

few. 
20359. Do any of the whaling vessels come to Lerwick to pick up 

crews ?—Yes, from Peterhead and Dundee. 
20360. Have you any idea how many whaling seamen go from Ler­

wick ?—No, I could not say; perhaps ten or fifteen ships call to pick up crews 
20361. Do they engage them through a broker, or do the people engage 

themselves ?—They engage through an ageut in Lerwick. 
20362. And do they settle with this agent for wages on their return ?—• 

I believe so. They got so much in advance, and then they are paid a 
stated wage by the month, and so much oil money. 

20363. That is all done through the broker]—It is all done through 
the broker and captain. 

20361. Where are the ships paid off—at Peterhead or Dundee9—They 
generally call and leave the Shetland portion of the crew where they can. 

20365. Do they settle immediately for what is duel—They go to Ler­
wick and settle with the broker. 

20366. Immediately ?—I don't know whether or not it lies for a Httle 
time. 

20367. Does the broker supply them with clothes or other articles in 
advance ?—Yes. 

20368. Have you ever heard any dissatisfaction expressed with the 
method of engaging these whaling fishermen ?—No, I have not. 

20369. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—You have had charge of this property 
since. 1867?—Yes. 
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20370. You seem only to have been twenty years old then Ì—No, I was BALTA 
thirty ; but I have had the management of the property since 1860. SOUND. 

20371. What relationship is there between yourself and the proprietor j) .-TTM" I 
,—First consin. Edmonston 

20372. Explain what you mean by stating you are the lessee of the 
estate 1—I have a long lease of the whole estate from Mrs Edmonston. 
I pay her a free money rent annually for it, and take my chance of the 
rates; I do all the building of the houses, and meet all the expenses on 
the property, and give her a free money rent annually. 

20373. Does the return in the valuation roll show all that is received 
from the tenants 1—I return all the rents I receive to the valuation roll. 

20374. What advantage do you make then by holding the lease ?—I 
have a proportion of the rental; I have something off it. 

20375. You derive no rental from the occupation of the crofters 1—An 
average was taken, and I pay so much a year and make the best of i t ; 
and I hold two farms in my own hand. 

20376. Do the returns of the valuation roll show the full rent the 
crofters pay to you 1—Yes. 

20377. You mentioned the number of holdings in 1867 upon the 
estate?—118; and 106 now. 

20378. Can you inform us how many people were shifted in 1866 in 
order to constitute the two new tacks 1—I could not say really. 

20379. Would there be as many as sixty families?—No, not the fourth 
of that. 

20380. At any time since 1S67 there has not been that number1!— 
Not that number; but I could not say how many, unless I were referring 
to the books. 

20381. What was your object in making that change ; was it to benefit 
the condition of the people then on the estate, or with the object of intro­
ducing the sheep farms 1—No ; I was factor on the estate, and the fact 
was that Mr Edmonston was not getting a couple of hundred a year out 
of the estate, and something had to be done in order to give him some­
thing to live upon. 

20382. And the rental is now £900 I—Yes. 
20383. You have mentioned the price of Shetland wool as Is. 8d. to 

2s. for black ; what is the price of the blackfaced wool ?—What I have 
sold was sold at 7d. per lb. 

20384. And how is it you say the blackfaced would be more profitable 
than the native 1—Because there is no comparison between the carcases 
of the two—of the blackfaced and Shetland sheep. The blackfaced is 
worth, perhaps, four times the amount of the Shetland, or five times as much. 

20385. Can you give us any idea of the number of acres of land once 
under cultivation, but which is now out of cultivation, in the farms 
occupied by yourself and the other tenant ?—No, I can scarcely tell ; 1 
do not know that I could give anything like an idea. Do you mean what 
was held by crofters and cultivated ? 

20386. Yes 1—A considerable lo t ; but I could not teU ; several hundred 
acres, I should say. 

20387. That is lost, then, to the island for producing grain Ì—I do not 
know that it is lost; I am producing grain on one of the large farms 
where it was not producing grain before. 

20388. How many acres have you under cultivation ?—About sixty ; 
but it is under rotation of crop of course. 

20389. But on the other farm the tenant was non-resident, and had no 
cultivation ?—Yes. 

20390. "With regard to these small crofters, don't you think it was 
expected that they should make their living out of it, or that they must 
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I 'NST. make their living elsewhere ?—I said so. I do not think a man with a 
large family could expect, with a £ 3 or a £ 5 croft, that he should be able 

SOUND t 0 ^ i v e o n *fc" 
1 ' 20391. Did it never occur to you that it would be better to increase 

David Charles the crofts of these people to such an extent that they might live on their 
iidmonston. j,roduce ?—Yes ; they had full liberty to get as much laud as ever they 

wanted. The reason why we laid out sheep farms was that a number of 
the men had been lost by boat accidents, and a number had died, and 
there were no young men coming up wanting crofts. We had crofts 
vacant over the whole estate and we had to concentrate; the proprietor 
was getting very little rent, and we had to concentrate, and we removed 
tenants—perhaps two or three from one town—and put them into vacant 
places in another town, and then utilised these vacant towns by enclosing 
them for sheep. 

20392. In the case of these removals, did you increase the holding?— 
If they wished it we did. 

20393. How do you mean—did you give then a larger area?—Some 
of them took two crofts. 

20394. And are in possession of them now ?—Yes; and some may 
have taken one and a half and so forth, if they wished. 

20395. Are you satisfied that these operations which were carried 
through have been for the material benefit of the people 1—I don't think 
it has done them any harm. 

20396. You don't think they have any ground of complaint ?—I don't 
think so. 

20397. Are you aware that they did complain ?—Yes. 
20398. Would you give us a little information about the small 

property called Hammer; is there not such a place ?—Yes; on the 
north side of the Sound. 

20399. It seems to be going to wreck, and the farm house to hi 
in ruins ?—The proprietrix, Mrs Speuce, was a widow lady who emigrated 
with her two daughters to New Zealand, and left it in the hands of her 
nephew in Edinburgh, who is a lawyer. 

20400. I want the reason generally of this state of things ?—Asking 
too much rent. 

20401. Were the tenants removed against their will ?—No, none ; it 
was a home farm, and not occupied by tenants at alL 

20402. Not towards Haroldswick ?—No tenants have been removed 
between this and Haroldswick. 

20403. There are considerable ruins of houses ?—People have died or 
left; none have been dispossessed. 

2U4O4. You made use of an expression which I should like you to 
reconsider; you said that Shetland hosiery was a drug in the market Ì— 
Just now. 

2O4O5. You don't mean that to apply to pure Shetland wool ?—I mean 
it to apply to fine articles, such as shawls and veils. 

2O4OG. Which are entirely of Shetland wool ?—Yes. 
20407. Not mixed?—I understand so ; I mean in market buying and 

selling. I hear people coming, for instance, to Mrs Edmonston with 
things and asking very low prices ; they will take anything almost, 
because they cannot get them sold; and I am told by merchants that they 
have large stocks and cannot dispose of them in the southern markets. 

20408. Have you heard any complaint by those who knit them that 
they have great difficulty in getting wool ?—I cannot say that I have. 

20409. Have the prices of pure Shetland wool products fallen or net 
of Lite ?—I believe they have fallen. 

20410. In consequence of overproduction?—I do not know what it is 
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the consequence of. I rather thiuk it is from the fact of machine goods UNST. 
being made. I see fine Shetland shawls selling for Is. 6d. and 5s. 

20411. But you know these are machine made?—Yes, I do. BALTA 
20112. In fact, the Shetland people have to complain of these machines ? ' 

— Certainly; I think they have no right to mark these things Shetland ; David Charles 
they never saw Shetland at all. Edmonaton. 

20113. Are there any arrears of rent upon your estate, or do the tenants 
pay pretty well ?—They pay pretty well, but there are always some arrears. 

20111. Are most of them engaged in fishing as well 1—-A number are. 
20115. Do you find those engaged in fishing pay you better than those 

who are not ?—I don't think they do, but they have paid with fairly good 
regularity for a number of years back. 

20116. Is there any land in Unst occasionally for sale in small portions, 
whereby the people who have a little money may become proprietors ?— 
There is ; there is some, fer sale just now—small pieces. 

20117. Do they sell high or low?—Last year there were one or two 
small pieces sold here very high. Perhaps that was owing to the situation ; 
but I have seen small properties in the market for a long time without a 
purchaser. 

20118. What would be a fair purchase taking it by so many years— 
what do you consider a common thing ?—Twenty years used to be con­
sidered a fair rate. 

20119. No more than that?—No. 
20120. Are you speaking of net or gross rental ?—Gross rental; there 

is a very great difference between net and gross rental in Shetland. 
20121. So that, when you say twenty years, you speak of gross rental ? 

—Yes. 
20122. Is this locality of Balta Sound coming into considerable import­

ance ?—It is, owing to the fishing. 
20123. Is there any intention, upon the part of the proprietor or your­

self, of erecting any harbour or quay accommodation ?—I don't think so; 
not at present. 

20121. Would it not pay you to do so ?—I think it would, if we had 
the money, but we have not the money to do it. I would do it at once if 
we could get money cheap, and it would be a very great accommodation lo 
the fishermen and fish-curers. 

20125. Supposing anything were done in the way of accommodation— 
that Government should do something by making a quay for vessels coming 
in here—would there be sufficient revenue to pay a fair interest upon it?— 
I think there would, if the fishing held good; and I think there is every 
prospect of the fishing increasing instead of the contrary. 

20126. Within your own knowledge, during the last few years, it has 
increased considerably ?—Very considerably. 

20127. Is the number of boats we now see up to the average or beyond 
what was here last year ?—They are far beyond. There were only eleven 
here last year, and there are something like 180 just now. 

20128. Slierif Nicolson.—I think you stated that, at the time of Mr 
Edmonston's death, he drew only £200. Does that mean that the 
rental was only £200?—Clear rental; he had only that to spend for some 
years. 

20129. What was the rental in the valuation roll at that time ?— 
Between £500 and £600 . 

20130. So that it has been nearly doubled since then ?—Not nearly. 
20131. Is it not £962 now ?—But that is including the fishing stations. 

There was a lot let off for fishing stations last year. 
20132. At what rate is the charge for fishing stations?—£10 to £12. 

2-./133. Upon whom is the charge levied for these stations—-how is the 
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UNST. money raised?—From the curer; I let them so much ground for a 
station. 

SOUND 20434. Whether is the bulk of the rent paid by the sheep farms or the 
1 1 smallers farmers or crofters ?—The bulk is paid by the crofters, I should 

David Cliavks think. 
Edmonston. 20435. Has there been any considerable increase of their rents siuce 

1S67 ?—No increase since that time. 
20436. So that the whole increase of rent wa3 at that time ?—It was 

put on at that time. 
20437. What is the rental of these two sheep farms?—I have not the 

valuation roll, and can hardly say. There are four large farms on the 
estate. 

20438. What proportion of the^total rental on the estate was paid by the 
crofters ?—I cannot very well tell from memory; the valuation roll, of 
course, shows. 

20439. Sheep farming on a large scale Ì3 quite recent in this island?— 
Since about 1867 or 1868. 

20440. Were there no large sheep farms in Shetland before that?—Yes, 
a few, but none in this island. 

20111. You removed a good many people from the south side of Balta 
Sound ?—Not many. 

20112. How many, do you remember ?—I don't remember; we removed 
some. 

20113. Against their will ?—No, they went quite readily. There was a 
boat accident happened there, and a lot of men were lost, and people gave 
up their crofts; aud then some others emigrated, and two or three gave 
them up and wanted to take a small place, and the place became almost 
vacant, and we removed the remainder. 

20411. You have not removed any against their will ?—No. 
20445. Or put them into a worse place than that they were in before ? 

—I don't think so. In fact we paid some of them for removing, and gave 
them lower rents in consequence. 

20116. Perhaps your idea of a better place might be different from 
theirs ?—Of course it might. 

20117. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—There is not one upon Balta Island 
now ?—No, and has not been for a couple of centuries. 

20118. Is that part of your tack ?—Yes. 
20119. The Chairman.—You stated that you were lessee of the whole 

estate ?—Yes. 
2O45O. So that you stand, in reference to the tenantry, very much in 

the position of a proprietor ?—I do. 
20151. The whole administration of the estate is left to you without 

any restriction ?—Yes. 
20152. It is open to you to raise rents or diminish them, or shift ten­

ants in holdings, or do anything you like ?—So far as that is concerned, 
I am in place of the proprietor. 

20153. There is no restriction put upon your action ?—None in the least. 
20154. Are you permanently interested in the welfare of the estate ?—• 

I am the next heir after Mrs Edmonston. 
20455. Professor JfacJcinnon.—You said the fourth of Unst was in the 

hands of small proprietors ?—I think so. 
20456. Do you know if there are any of them here to-day ?—Yes, I see 

one; not one I would apply the statement I made about the payment of 
poor rate3 to ; but I see a gentleman here who has lately purchased land. 

20457. Is he a native of the island 1—No, but he has been a long time 
in the island. 

20458. Is he a native of Shetland ?—Yes. 
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20459. What is his name ?-—Mr Sandison, of Uyea Sound. UNST. 
20460. The Chairman.—Have you any other statement you wish to „ 

make ?—In regard to the statement of Robert Robertson, I would say he SOUND. 
was turned off the maiuland—-I think he said he was put off for sheep. 
He was a moving blade. He moved several times of his own accord, and David Charles 
seemed never at rest. He was not put off; he asked to be moved, and took Edmonston. 
another croft, and he got what he thought a better bargain and went to it. 

204G1. Sir Kenneth Mackenzie.—He had only been five years there ?—I 
forget how long. 

20462. The Chairman.—What more ? Another statement was that he 
was keeping a daughter and the family of a son-in-law, whereas the 
daughter and whole family have been kept by the parochial board, and I 
am not sure that they are not getting something yet.—I wanted to state 
that, because it seemed rather hard that he was keeping a family of orphans, 
when he was not. 

2O4G3. Professor Mackinnon.—He said he had to take charge of them 
and provide for them, but they are now doing work; at least, it implied 
that ?—It seemed to me that he was supposed to be keeping them. The 
only thing else I might say is with regard to the merk of land, as they 
are speaking so much about it. A merk is not measurement at all. I t is 
a shene, an old Norse portion or share. In some towns a merk may not 
be an acre; in others it may be an acre, and in others it may be three. 
I t is a most indefinite thing a merk. 

20464. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—It was a value of land ?—Yes, a share. 
20465. Sir Kenneth Mackenzie.—It is a portion of a town ?—Yes. 

There may be two townships of 100 merks each, and the ouemay measure 
300 acres and the other not 100. 

20466. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—It is the value at the time1?—Yes. And 
thus when scatholds are divided, they are divided according to the merks 
of land. One may hold twenty, another forty, and another ten, and so forth, 
and it is all divided into merks; a town having say 100, the whole is 
divided into lOOths, and each man gets so many hundredths per merk. 

20467. Does the property descend here to the eldest son ?—Yes. 
20-168. Professor Mackinnon.—A merk has a value with reference 

to the scathold I—Yes, and stipend ; a great many things are paid by the 
merk; and some of the crown taxes are paid by merks also. 

ALEXANDER HARPER HOMERON, Westing (72)—examined. 

20469. The* Chairman.—What is your complaint 1—I think the graz­
ing has been ruined, and that we have poor bits of land. The poor were 
wont to live amongst us, and now they have a little from the parochial 
board, but it cannot keep them. The poor before lived amongst the 
poor. One half of the island is now under grazing. 

20470. Your complaint is that the island is now under sheep farms ?— 
I complain that the best of the land is now under sheep farms. 

20471. What are you—a crofter?—No, a boat-builder. 
20472. You live here ?—Yes. 
20473. Has your trade improved ?—No, it was the little boats I built. 

I built decked boats, but then they were not used, and now that decked 
boat3 are coming in, I am not able to build them. 

WILLIAM SPENCE, Crofter and Fish-Curer, Ballista (60)—examined. 
{Sec Appendix A, LI.) 

20174. Sir Kenneth Mackenzie.—You asked to be examined ; what do 
you wish to state?—About the grievance I had—the want of scathold 
aud grass in the meadow along with the farm. 

Alexander 
Harper 

Homeron. 

William 
Spence. 
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UNST. 

BALTA 
Soma). 

William 
Spence. 

James 
William 
Bruce. 

20475. From whom do you hold that land ?—Major Cameron. 
2O47G. John Harrison was here to-day; is your complaint the same as 

his I—Yes. 
20477. Have you anything to state beyond what he said ?—No; I 

think it is just the same. 
20478. What rent do you pay 1—£4, 10s. 6d., including the poor rates. 
20479. How long is it since you lost the scathold ?—Fourteeu years. 
20480. "What did you pay before that 1—I was not in the same farm 

then ; I paid £6 before. 
20481. There has been no scathold since you went there?—No; noDe 

since I went to the property. 
20482. You took the place with no scathold ?—Yes. 
20183. And you would like to get it now ?—Yes, if I could. 
20484. Where were you before you came to Ballista?—I had a farm 

from the same man at Woodwick. 
20185. Wbat made you change ?-— My croft was laid in a sheep farm, 

and I was warned out of the place. 
20486. Were there many people warned besides you ?—One man in the 

same neighbourhood besides myself. The town was laid in with hill as 
a sheep farm. 

20487. There were only two people in the town ?—No more; some­
time before there were three, but only two when I went 

20488. You two had the whole of the land I—Yes. 
20489. And you had pasture there I—Yes. 
20490. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—You were well off there, were you 

not Ì—Very well 

JAMES WILLIAM BRUCE, Mason, son of a Crofter in Ballista (13)— 

examined. 
(See Ajipcndix A. LI.) 

20191. The Chairman.—What statement have you to make1?---I beg 
respectfully to make the following statement on behalf of my father, who 
has occupied the farm on which we live since 1839, and in so doinc 
will crave that protection from after consequences which the crofters in 
the Western Islands asked and received :—In the year 1839 the rent of 
the farm which my father then and still occupies was £4, 12s. We had 
then the right to the scat-holds for our sheep, cattle, and ponies, with six or 
seven acres, part of it meadow grass, the value of which when made into 
hay would be from 20s. to 25s. This continued up to 1867 or '68, 
when the proprietor leased his lands to a company of merchants, and 
then the scatholds were taken from the tenants. My father then had to 
pay this company some 30s. for right to graze his animals on the scathold, 
and about the same time the proprietor also deprived him of the right to 
the meadow. When the company broke up in 1876, and the farms were 
again in the hands of the proprietor, the same rent was exacted as he 
had been paying to this company, notwithstanding the loss of scathold 
and meadow grass. The present rent is over £7 . The dwelling-house 
was in disrepair, the walls being in a bad condition, as also the roof; and 
the proprietor, at my father's suggestion, repaired the walls and put on 
a slate roof; formerly it was thatch. My father, according to agreement, 
paid £ 5 , and was further to pay a pound yearly for twelve years. That 
time has elapsed, and still we are paying this pound, which we consider 
a great grievance. My father's rent, as I have already stated, was in 
1839 £4 , 12s., with right to graze as many animals as he liked, and 
meadow land which yielded from twenty to twenty-five loads of hay. Now 
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the rent is over £ 7 and he has neither scathold nor meadow grass. When UNST. 
I spoke a year or two ago to the proprietor about the hardship entailed on 
my father by the loss of the commonty and meadow land, he told me SfLTA 

he would make inquiry; but the rent is still the same, and will °__1_' 
apparently continue to the end of the chapter. So that the rent since James 
1839 has been nearly doubled, besides the loss of scathold and meadow William 
grass, which may be calculated at something like 50s. This is the state- Bruce, 
'nient I wish to make on behalf of my father, and I have no doubt that 
a great many tenants have a similar tale to tell if they would only 
come forward. If the Commissioners wish to ask me any questions I will 
be glad to answer them as far as lies in my power. 

20-192. The Chairman.—Is this your own writing?—My little 
daughter copied it after I wrote it. 

20493. How old is she?—Thirteen. 
20494. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—Is it all your own composition Ì—-

I was assisted in doing some of it. 
20495. Who is the proprietor referred to ?—Major Cameron. 
2O49G. Mr Cameron.—WTho is factor now ?—Mr Hamilton. 
20497. Is he factor on other estates besides Major Cameron's?—No, I 

think not. 
20498. This rise of rent you complain of was laid on by the former 

factor ?—By Walker. 
20499. What stock have you on the croft?—We have three old cows 

and three young ones. 
20500. And ponies ?—Four old ones and three young ones. 
20501. Any sheep ?—My father has no sheep ; but for the ponies and 

cows we have we are paying for pasture to other proprietors. 
20502. Have you any scathold at all ?—None. 
20503. Where do you graze your cows ?—On the scathold belonging to 

other proprietors, which we have liberty to use. In the summer time we 
have a few of them on the grass. 

20504. Inside your cultivated land ?— Yes, sometimes two and sometimes 
three of them. 

20505. What is the rent you actually pay ?—£7 ; that is for the land 
we got at first; but we pay more. 

20506. The £7 is rent ?—Yes, for the farm my father took at first. 
20507. What do you pay for the grazing of these animals in 

summer to the neighbours 1—Owing to the number we have, so much a 
head. 

20508. What is the average price paid for grazing a Shetland 
cow, on a neighbouring property ?—For the hill pasture it is 2s. 

20509. For how long—the whole summer ?—Back and forward just 
through the year ; we have it always in winter, but just occasionally. 

20510. What do you pay for the grazing of a pony ?—From 3s. to 4s . ; 
they are only part of the year in ; that is, in the pasture we are paying for 
now. 

20511. On whose ground do you pasture these animals?—Different 
proprietors who own the ground; but we pay it to Mr Ingram. 

20512. Is the land on which you pasture these animals in the occupa­
tion of a tenant or of the proprietor himself?—It is just enclosed pasture; 
there are several proprietors who own it. Mr Ingram appears to be the 
man who takes the rent. 

20513. He is owner of the land ?—No, he is part owner. 
20514. Have Mr Ingram and the other owners any stock of their own! 

—They have a few. 

4 O 
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UN3T. 

BALTA 
SOUND. 

Alexander 
Saudison. 

ALEXANDER SANDISON, Merchant and Fish-curer, Uyea Sound (5G)— 
examined. 

20515. The Chairman.—Do you wish to make a statement?--The place 
the last witness referred to is a large portion of scathold which belongs to 
Lord Zetland, and the rest to the Hotneron property, and Mr Ingram has 
another portion, and another small tenant has another portion. Lord Zet­
land is getting no rent, aud Homeron is getting none. If they ara paying 
Mr Ingram, it is he who keeps it. It is a piece of scathold that lies inside 
of two enclosures, and is occupied by any person who wishes to go in. 

20516. Do you say the people pay Mr Ingram for land belonging to 
Lord Zetland ]—There are four proprietors in it. 

20517. But do the three proprietors get a share of what Mr Ingram 
gets]—No, I know Lord Zetland does not. 

20518. But they graze off their own land "J—Yes. 
20519—20. And Ingram keeps the rent and Lord Zetland gets 

none ]—He gets a little.—Mr White, schoolmaster, Balta Sound. I think 
Mr Ingram may get something, but the ground is enclosed with a wire fence, 
and what he keeps will not more than pay the cost of the fence. 

JamP3 
William 
Bruce. 

JAMES WILLIAM BRUCE, Mason, Ballista—re-examined. 

20521. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—Who has the meadow land referred to 
in the paper as having been taken from your father?—It is taken into a 
sheep pasture. 

20522. How many acres were in it ?—I could not say. I have over 
six acres of it. 

20523. Mr Cameron.—You say in your statement you have no doubt 
a great many tenants would have a similar tale to tell—who are these 
tenants—are they in your neighbourhood ?—There are some of them here 
to-day. 

20524. Some who have been witnesses]—Some whom you have not 
spoken to. 

20525. But you meau tenants not in your immediate neighbourhood ? 
1—Tenants in the neighbourhood of where I am I refer to. 

20526. Sir Kenneth Mackenzie.—Do you do much in the way of build­
ing houses ?—Yes. 

20527. What is the cost of a tenant's house such as your father lias ] — 
I t might be somewhere about £20 , but now it would be more; wages are 
higher now. 

20528. Do you ever take a contract to build a house of that sort ?—I 
have never taken any contract to build a house of that sort, but I believe 
a house of that kind would cost between £20 and £30 . 

20529. For the mason work ?—I believe it would. 
20530. And the wood has to be put on besides that?—Yes, of course ; 

formerly it could have been done cheaper. 
20531. What wages are masons getting here now]—From £ 1 to 22s. 

or 24s. a week. 
20532. Tlie Chairman.—When you began work as a mason, what were 

your daily wages?—Twenty years ago, 2s. to 2s. 6d. a day. 
20533. And what are the wages now received by a good mason working 

by the day]—20s. to 27s. a week. 

[ADJOURNED.] 
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HILLSWICK, SHETLAND, TUESDAY, JULY 17, 1883. SHETLAND 

Present:— HILLSWICK, 

Lord NAPIER AND ETTRICK, K.T., Chairman, 
Sir KENNETH S. MACKENZIE, Bart. 
DONALD CAMERON, Esq. of Lochiel, M.P. 
C. FRASER-MACKINTOSH, Esq., M.P. 
Sheriff NICOLSON, LL.D. 
Professor MACKIKNON, M.A. 

JAMES WINCHESTER, Crofter and Fisherman (75)—examined. 

20534. The Chairman.—Who is proprietor of the land on which you James 
are settled ?—I believe now the Cheynes that stop in the south in Winchester. 
Edinburgh; but Mr Thomas Gifford here is all the master we have. 

20535. Is he the factor?—Yes. 
20536. And who is the landlord ?—The old laird Ì3 dead ; the property 

is under trust. 
20537. What amount of land have you got, and how many acres 

or merks?—It is called acres now; it was merks in our time. 1 believe 
we have 4 or 4 J acres. 

20538. Arable ground?—Yes, that is the name of it. 
20539. Have you got any scathold ?—Yes, I have a good deal of scathold; 

but they are putting on five new towns upon the Assater property. 
20540. You have 4£ acres of arable ground and right of common 

pasture on scathold ?—Yes. 
20541. What stock do you keep—how many cows'?—I keep about 

eleven or twelve at the furthest, and some year3 one or two more, accord­
ing to the crop. 

20542. Twelve cows?—Yes. 
20543. How many ponies ?—I have three, I think. 
20544. And sheep?—The sheep are not many; if I have ten or twelve 

thit is all I have. 
205Ì5. What rent do you pay ?—Mr Gifford gave me the land at £5, 3s,, 

and now it has come up to be about £7 , 10s. 
20546. I don't mean with the taxes, but rent alone?—The rent alone is 

£6 , 10s. 
20547. How long is it since it was raised from £5 , 3s. to £6, 10s. ?—I got 

the land from Mr Gifford in 1851, and I got it then at £ 5 , 3s., and now 
there is the 1877 receipt [showing] for £7 , 8s. 3d. 

20548. When was it raised from £ 5 , 3s. to £6, 10s. ?—It was raised at 
that time. 

20549. In what year—1879 1—1869 was the greatest rise, 
20550. It was raised to £6, 10s. in 1S69 1—It may have been that year; 

it was about that time. 
20551. And now, altogether, how much is it, including the taxes?—-

Including all, about £7 , 10s. 
20552. How many years have you been settled upon this land ?—I am 

settled from 1851 till now. 
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SHETLAND. 20553. During these thirty-two years has any of the hill pasture or scat-
„ hold been taken away from the township ?—Yes, these new towns have 
HILI^WICK. , . „ . . ; , , , r 

been given orl the scatnoln. 
James 20554. How many new towns are there settled upon Assater?—Three 

"Winchester, upon the south side and two upon the north side. 
20555. That is five new towns ?—Yes. 
20556. Where was the land taken from to make these new townships— 

was the arable land taken from your old holding, or was it taken from the 
farm ?—It was outside our dykes. 

20557. Who was occupying that land before—was it the proprietor ?— 
No, it was just outside ground not enclosed at all. 

20558. How are these five new townships provided with common 
pasture?—They will be provided back and fore with the iave.' 

20559. The scathold for the new townships is taken from the scathold 
for the old townships'?—Yes; for the hills we are just the same. 

20560. All the cattle go together on the hills ?—Ye3. 
20561. When these new townships are made, and the cattle brought in 

on the same ground as yours, will your rent be reduced, or will it remain 
the same ?—I have not got a halfpenny of reduction ; I have had the rent 
raised, and no reduction at all. 

20562. Since the new townships were made, are you able to keep the 
same amount of stock as you did before, or are you obliged to keep less 
stock ?—No, I just strive to keep the same. 

20563. Theu the new townships don't do you any harm?—They do 
little harm, unless for the sheep; the sheep cannot have the freedom that 
they had before the townships were made. 

20564. But will you have the same number of sheep1?—Yes; but yon 
see I only came to this township about 1851. I lived in another place 
before that. 

20565. Where were these people brought from into these five new 
townships ?—Mr Harrison came from Hillswick. 

20566. Where did they come from generally—did they come from other 
townships ?—Mr Harrison came from OUaberry estate. 

20567. The people came from other townships round about?—Yes. 
20568. And what became of the land these people occupied before?— 

That I could not tell you; others gathered on these towns again. 
20569. But when the people came to the new towns was the land occupied 

by these people turned into sheep farms, or was it given to others?—No, 
it was given to crop as it was before, where they came from. 

20570. Have you any real ground of complaint on account of these people 
being brought in ?—To whom shall I complain ? Mr Gifford would do 
very little for me if I did complain, but I am just telling the state of things 
as they are. 

20571. Have you a good road to your township ?—We have a road 
here that comes down to Hillswick, but we have no roads to the hills for 
our cattle. 

20572. Can you drive a wheel carriage on the public road to Assater, 
or is there no public road ?—Yes, I believe I could drive a cart from Assaster 
to here. 

20573. How far are you from a school ?—Not far; there is a school up 
here. 

20574. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—Why did you come here to-day 1 Did 
you come to make any complaint ?—Yes, I am complaining that I am 
paying too heavy a rent. 

20575. The Chairman.—Twelve cows, three horses, and ten sheep for 
£7 , 10s. including taxes; is that a higher rent than your neighbours pay 
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James 
Winchester. 

for the same land1?—No, I believe they are paying much about the same SHETLAND. 
as I am paying. 

20576. Have you been able to pay the rent, or have you been obliged 
to fall into arrears ?—No, I believe I have always managed to pay the 
rent. 

20577. What do you sell off the croft—do you sell young beasts ?— 
Yes, we sell them at the sale in the months of May and November. 

20578. How many beasts are you able to sell every year—two or three ? 
•—No, the highest I can come up to is to sell one, and may be, some years, 
I could hardly manage that. 

20579. Do you sell them at two or three years old ?—Just any one I can 
spare best. 

20580. What will you get for two-year-old beasts this year ?—£2, and 
may be a3 high as £ 3 ; that is as high as we can get for a young beast. 

20581. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—Are your neighbours complaining as 
well as yourself about the rent being too high?—Generally the people are 
complaining that the reut is too high. 

20582. How many neighbours have you in the same town ?—Two 
besides myself. 

20583. Do you make your livelihood out of the croft, or have you any 
other business to follow %—I have no other business but the fishing. 

20584. Do you fish yourself now ?—Yes, still. 
20585. You could not live on the croft without the fishing ?—Oh, ray 

crop would only supply me with about six mouths' meat at the furthest. 
2O58G. Have you a family ?—There is a family with me, but I have 

no children of my own. 
20587. When your rent was increased were you told for what purpose 

it was put on ?—They did not tell me what the cause was. 
20588. Did you get any advantages, any privileges, you had not before 

when the pound was put ou ?—None, who should I get them from ? 
20589. The Chairman.—Did they repair your house or anything of that 

sort ?—I have repaired it myself, but a year or two back I got Mr Gifford 
to repair it. But I repaired it twice before that myself. 

20590. Was the additional rent put on because the house was repaired ? 
—No, it came on about 1869 ; it came on after that. 

20591. Mr Fraser-M<i<:L'ndosh.—Is it the native breed of sheep you 
have got Ì—Yes, Shetland sheep. 

20592. Are there any big farms in this neighbourhood given up to 
sheep t—No, none about me. 

20593. Has Air Gifford all the land about here ?—-All the land here. 
2O59L Is he a good landlord?—I say nothing, only that he is taking 

more than the generality of us are fit to give ; for to say, truth and 
conscience, we are paying a third above what we are able to pay. 

20595. What is the name of the estate?—Busta. 
20596. Is it part of the estate of Busta?—Yes, that is the name of tho 

estate. 
20597. TJie Chairman,—Is Mr Gifford proprietor or factor?—Only 

factor, but he belonged to the ancient Giffords of Busta. 

ERASMUS DOULL, North Roe, North Mavin (70)—examined. 

20598. The Chairman.—Are you a fisherman?—No; for forty years I Emmns 
was, bnt I am not now. Dona 

20599. Are you a crofter ?—Yes. 
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TD. 2O6OO. Where is No r th Roe I—A t the northernmost point of the parish 
of Nor th Maviu. 

:LLS.VICK. 20601. Sheriff Nicolson.—Have you come here to-day to represent other 
Erasmus people, or to speak only for yourself?—I was wishiug to speak a little for 
DouU. myself, and, so far as I know, something for other people. I have a letter 

here which I should like your Lordship to read :—' North lloe, July 16, 
4 1883. Gentleman, The bearer, Erasmus Doull, wishes to give evidence 
' before you at Hillswick to morrow. H e is a plain honest man, capable of 
' giving you vast information regarding the usages between landlord and 
' tenant, if you give him time to speak.—Gentlemen, yours respectfully, 
' J . I N K S T E R . — H e r Majesty's Commissioners at Hillswick.' 

20602. W h o is the Mr Iukster who signs this ?—A merchant. 
20603. Did anybody choose you to come here, or did you come of your 

own accord1?—I suppose they chose me. 
20604. Was there a meeting ?—Yes. on Saturday n igh t ; the fishermen 

could not at tend themselves, and for that reason they chose me to come 
here to give my own particulars, and, if I liked, to say anything about 
anybody else as far as I knew the facts. 

20605. Was there anything particular tha t they wished you to state 
on their behalf, and, if so, will you be so good as to say it ?—Whatever 
they wished me to mention, I believe they would like to have some com­
pensation on leaving their places, or leases. They wished, if it were 
possible, to get some compeusation if they were put off their farm, or 
leases when they were on them. 

20606. None of them have leases?—None that I am aware of. 
20607. Would they generally wish to have leases'?—-So far as I know, 

they would. 
20608. Have they ever asked for leases ?—I could not answer t h a t ; 

they are under the tacksmen generally. 
20609. Are they on the Busta property ?—Some of them are not. 
20610 . Who is the proprietor of the other part of the place?—Hay 

& Co., Lerwick. 
20611 . How many families are there in your p lace 9 —I cannot say. 
20612. Is there a large population?—Yes, pretty large. 
20613. And they are all crofters ?—-Yes. 
20614. And all fishermen ?—Yes, fishermen and crofters. The place is 

very smalL 
20615. Do they complain tha t they have too little l and?— I did not 

hear anything about t h a t ; perhaps they might have had something to s i y 
about that themselves. 

20616. Is there any large farm near them?—No. 
20617. What is your own r e n t ? — I could not exactly say ; I pay the 

h lit' of the r e n t ; bu t I could not exactly tell you the standing rent which 
they pay. I th ink they pay about £ 8 , 9s. 

20618. Does that include t axes?—No ; I pay £ 1 0 , l i s . with taxes. 
20619. How much land have you for t h a t ' — I could uot give you an 

estimate of it, because I never heard it from the factor; he never told me. 
20620 . W h a t quant i ty of corn are you able to raise off your croft7.—I 

never counted what we call the sheaves. 
20621. How long does it keep your family and animals in food?— 

About six months . 
20622. Do you raise anything but oats and potatoes ?—A little bcre 

s n i some few turnips. 
20623. D o you plough the ground or dig i t ?—Dig it. 
20824. What stock do you keep—how mauycows?—Eleven head of 

Shetland cows. 
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20625. How many sheep 1—I have only about twelve. SHETLAXD. 
20626. And how many horses ?—None. " 
20627. N o Shetland ponies 1—None. HILLSWICK. 
20628. Are you prevented from keeping pouies ?—No. Erasmus 
20629. Do any of your neighbours keep horses?—No, they are all done Doull. 

away with ; within about three miles of where I am there are noue. 
20630 . Why were they done away with?—Disease. 
Li06.il. What sort of disease Ì—Scab. 
20632. When did that happen ?—About three or four years back. 
20633. Did the whole of the horses of the place die of that disease ?— 

A good many died. 
20634. D o most of your neighbours keep the same amount of stock as 

you do ?—Not so many cows, because I have more arable ground thau 
they have. 

20635. Have you pasture enough ?—Yes, I have pasture enough to 
do me. 

20636. You have no complaint in respect of scathold ?—No. 
20637. Have any of your neighbours any complaiut ?—I do not know. 
20638. Has any of it been taken away from them I—Nu. 
20639. Have the rents beeu raised in recent t imes?—I t has been twice 

raised on me. 
20640 . What rent did you pay f i r s t?—£4, 15s. 
20641. How long ago was tha t?—A good many years back. 
206*42. For the same land you now occupy?—I have more laud now 

than I had then. 
2OG43. What was the first rise ?—Eight shillings and some odd pennies. 
20644. W h a t was the nex t ?—Five shillings. 
20645. How long ago was tha t?—About nine years back. 
20646. There has been no further rise ?—No. 
20647. And you have more land than you had at first?—Yes. 
20648. When did you get the additional land ?—About eight years 

back. 
20649. Do you complain tha t the rent is too high °—I do think it 

is high enough ; as times are going, i t is over-rented altogether. 
20650 . If you were laird yourself, do you think you would give it at a 

lower r en t ?— I do not know. I might be like more of them—look for as 
much as I could get. 

20651. Do your neighbours think the rent is too h igh?— I don't 
kuow. 

20652. Have you difficulty in paying your rents?—Yes, great difficulty 
some years. 

20653. Are your people much iu arrear, or do they pay their rent p re t ty 
well ?—Pretty w e l l 

20654. Are there any poor people amongst you ?—Yes, a good many 
poor people. 

20655. I don't mean paupers, bu t people amongst you in a poor 
condition of life ?—Yes, some families. 

20656. Is that owing to circumstances over which they have no control 
themselves?—Partly that, I believe, and part ly from get t ing low in 
means. 

20657. What fishing do the people in your district engage in ?—-The 
ling fishing, and some are now engaged in the herring fishing. 

20658. Where do they go to the herring fishing?—Lerwick and Uns t 
and YeU. 

20659. Have they large boats of their own ?—Yes, some have and there 
are a few small Shetland boats. 

http://Li06.il
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2OGGO. Do they still go to the fishing with these small boats?—Yes, 
they go with a few. 

HILLSWICK. 2O6GT. Are some of them engaged in boats belonging to fisk-curers?— 
,• Yes 
Erasmus i e o " 
Douil. 20662. Some of them, you said, are on Hay & Co.'s property ?—Yes. 

20663. What is the name of the property?—Gossaburgh; but I 
suppose, as far as I know, it was sold over to the estate of Busta. 

2O66L On that property do the people fish for Hay & Co. ?—Yes. 
20665. Do they fish for anybody else?—Formerly they were not 

allowed ; I cannot answer for that just now. 
20666. You are not a fisherman yourself ?—Not now. 
20667. You used to be?—Yes. 
20668. What property are you on ?—Busta. 
20669. Whom did you fish for ?—For curers. 
20670. For any curer?—Yes; I was not bound to fish to any man. 
20671. Are there auy curers living iu the place?—Yes. 
20672. So far as you know, are the crofters on Hay, & Co.'s property 

not allowed to give their fish to others ?—At one time they were not, but 
I cannot say for now. I knew that three years back one was threatened, 
and another's land was advertised if they did not go back and fish for 
Hay & Co. 

20673. What were the names of the persons ?—Arthur Mowat and 
Robert Inkster. 

20674. Had they been giving their fish to somebody else?—They were 
giving their fish to another man. 

20675. And they got that threatening notice?—Yes. 
20676. How long ago was that?—Three years back. 
20677. Do these fish-curers keep stores in the place?—Yes. 
20678. And supply the fishermen ?— Yes. 
20679. Are the fishermen obliged to take their goods from them?—I 

don't know ; I don't think it. 
20680. In point of fact, they do take their goods from them ?—Perhaps 

they are obliged to do it, if they have no ready money to go anywhere 
else. 

20681. How did you do yourself—did you get your goods from the 
fish-curer?—Yes. 

20682. Were you charged more than you would have been by another 
shopkeeper?—It is a good while since I had a chance to know much, but 
I thought they were much about the same. I did not see any difference 
in the goods any way I could take it. There is another thing I may 
mention, my chief reason for coming here was for this; we have no 
roads—there are twelve miles where there are no roads—and I am paying 
r>ad money, and I suppose every one about us has had to pay it since 
1851. Then there is a school iu North Roe, but there is no road to it, and 
the children cannot get to it in winter time. An application has been 
made to get a road, but without effect. 

20683. Is there no high road at all through North Roe?—No. 
2O68L Where is the nearest point of the high road?—About eight 

miles. 
20685. And you have no horses ?—-No horses. 
20686. So that any carriage or traffic with other places has to be done 

on people's backs?—Yes. 
20687. Have representations been made to the road trustees upon that 

subject?—Yes. 
-"i^s. More than one-1—I think - >. 
20689. And has there ever been any proposal to make a road by them? 
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HlLLSWICK. 

Erasmus 
Doull. 

—Yes, but they have never carried it out, and the school is at a dis- SHETLAND, 
advantage, losing the Government grant by reason of the pupils not being 
able to get to it during three months of the year. 

20690. Are there many of the children far from the school?—A good 
many. 

20691. Is the school badly attended in consequence 1—Very; and we 
have no doctor withiu fifteen miles. 

20692. Where does the doctor live1?—At Busta. 
20693. Do you find that a hardship?—Yes; and when we require him 

he comes as far as the road and can get no further, and then he has to 
take a boat, and perhaps he cannot get over at all. 

20694. You are not obliged to pay a tax for the doctor ?—I think 
we are. 

20695. Is it included amongst your assessments ?—I think it i s ; but 
some person here may be better able to speak to that. 

20696. Wheu the doctor visits any of you, have you to pay him your 
sell?—Yes. 

20697. Mr Cameron.—Are there any other shops in North Roe besides 
the one the fish-curer keeps ?—There are three. 

20698. Have the fishermen not liberty to go to any shop they like ?— 
They can go to any shop they please. 

20699. You said that some of the ponies got scab, and died; did your 
sheep get the scab too 1—No. 

20700. Is the scab a new complaint among the ponies ?—Yes, it was a 
new complaint to us. 

20701. Did you ever try any remedy for it?—Yes. 
20702. Did you try and dip them ?—Yes. 
20703. Did it do any good ?—It did good latterly, when people got into 

the knowledge of it. 
20704. Do you dip your sheep regularly ?—Yes. 
20705. Twice a year ?—Yes, or oftener. 
20706. Do you manufacture cloth from the wool of the Shetland 

sheen ?—Yes. 
20707. Is that coat you have on made of it ?—Yes. 
20708. Where was it woven1?—North Roe. 
20709. And spuu ?—Spun in the Roe, where I live. 
20710. And who is your tailor1?—A man about eight miles away to the 

southward. 
20711. Sir Kenneth Mackenzie.—What price were you paying for mta 

last year?—From 22s. to 24s. a bolL 
20712. Was that for ready money?—Yes, I believe it was. 
20713. Do you know what the price was to those who had to get it on 

credit?—That I cannot tell you; Ido not think there was much difference 
made, so far as I know. 

20714. What are you able to sell of the produce of your stock in the 
year?—I generally sell two cattle, an old and a young one. 

207IT). What do they fetch?—-Some years they are very low, and some 
years very high. 

20716. Do you make £ 8 in a year?—One year with another, I may 
make that. 

20717. Not more than that?—No, I don't think so. 
20718. Are you able to sell any sheep or wool?—No. 
20719. Then you dou't sell off the croft what would pay the rent of the 

croft, besides what you consume yourself?—I sell what cattle I can spare, 
and the rest I make out anyway I can—anything I can do to turn in a 
little money—such as butter, and things I can afford from the place. 
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SHETLAND. 2O72O. Do you sell butter?—Yes. 
20721. How much in a year1?—Not much. 

HILLSWICK. 20722. Fifty pounds*—No. 
Erasmus 20723. Twenty pounds ?—About that. 
Douil. 20721. What is the price of butter in Shetland ?—From lOd. to Is. as 

far as I know. 
20725. Do you use the wool off your own sheep ?—Yes. 
20726. Is it spun at home1?—Yes. 
20727. Do you make the cloth too ?—Yes ; my coat is made of it. 
20728. Are there weavers in the parish of North Mavin?—Yes. 
20729. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—Are there many people of your name 

in the island ?—Not one but myself. 
20730. Have your people been long in the island?—Yes, about 300 

years. 
20731. But you don't know anybody else of your own surname?—Yes, 

plenty. 
20732. You stated that you don't sell any of the wool off your own 

sheep ?—No. 
20733. Have you enough wool from your own sheep to clothe your 

family as well as yourself, or are you obliged to buy ?—It is sufficient for 
me. I have not many of a family ; I have only myself and my wife, an I 
a son, who lives with me. 

20731. Is there enough from the twelve sheep to keep you?—My sou 
has some sheep besides these. 

20735. You have told us you were fishing at one time, and that you 
dealt with curers; when there was a settlement between you and the 
curer, and you had any money to get, were you paid in money?—Yes, I 
was ; or an order to Mr Gifford for rent—the same as money. 

20736. They did not compel you to take out the balance in goods ?— 
No. 

20737. Was the disease among the horses the cause of great loss to the 
township?—To some it was, aud to some it was not. 

20738. What were people saying was the cause of it—was it something 
bad in the grass, or what?—I could not answer that: the disease just 
came in. 

20739. In the letter you brought it is stated that you are capable of 
giving vast information regarding the usages between landlords and 
tenants ; you have told us only about Hay & Co.—is there nothing e'se 
you have to tell us about the usages between landlords and tenants ?— 
Nothing but what I have stated about myself. I have paid reut since 
1815, and I have had rises twice. 

20710. Has anybody a lease upon Hay's property or on the Busti 
property ?—None* that I know of. 

20711. Do the people all waut leases?—Yes. 
20712. Would they improve their lands more if they had leases, and 

were sure of not being turned out?—I think so, certainly. 
20713. There has been no progress made in improving their crofts, 

iu consequence?—Not a great deal, unless what I have made myself. 
20711. What length of lease would you and other people like?— 

I could not tell you what other people would like, but I should like 
some length of time. But I am now old, and it will not matter much. 

20715. If you were-a young man, what length of lease would you 
like?—I thought when the factor came in, every one was to hive a 
nineteen years' lease; but we never got them. 

20716. You did ask for the lease fur yourself ?—-I did, and got very 
little satisfaction. 
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20747 . W h a t did you ask 1—I asked for a lease. SHETLAND. 
20748. Aud you didn't get any satisfaction ?—No. 
20749. The Chairman.—You said that you never sold any sheep?—No. HILLSWICK. 
20750 . W h a t becomes of the old sheep ?—I kill them. EnT~. 
20751. You eat them in your own family!—Yes, aud very glad to LoulL 

get them. 
20752. You said you raised about enough corn to last for six months 

in the family ?—Yes, not much more than t h a t : some years more, and 
some less. 

20753. Do you grind the corn at home or at the mil l?—A little a t 
home, and the rest I pu t out to the mill. 

20754. You are not obliged to carry the corn to any particular mi l l?— 
No. I could not get any milled bu t for the steamboat bringing it. I 
could not get a road for a cart though you were to give me a thousand 
pounds—no thing but bogs and hills. 

20755. Did the old people griud the corn?—-No; they ground it in 
small declivities iu the hills where the water came down and heaved 
it round. 

20756. Are there any of those mills left in the country?—Yes. 
20757. W h y do you not use t h e m ? — W e do s o ; but it is only some­

times we can use them for want of water. 
20758. You stated that the children could not go to school on account 

of the want of roads ; cannot children walk over the grass as well as 
along the road?—They can walk in summer. 

20759. Is it on account of the want of bridges over the river tha t 
they cannot go ?—There is a small river, bu t lately they have got a 
wooden bridge across, and there is a little more safety; bu t before tha t 
their parents had to go with them till they got by that place. 

207 60. Is there still any dangerous river without a bridge between 
you and the school?—No, but it is very marshy wet ground for children 
to go over in winter—about two and a half or three miles. 

20761. Is the disease among the ponies extending all over, or is it 
only in your place ?—I cannot say ; I never made inquiry. 

207G2. Who buil t your house?—Mr Gilford. 
20763. How long ago?—About seveuteen years back. 
20764. D i d it cost you any money, or did he pay the whole of i t ? — 

He put up the walls 6 feet high on the one side and 5 feet 4 inches on the 
other, and upon the rise on the upper side 5 feet 4 inches, and 28 feet long 
and 12 feet broad. He did no more ; the rest of the work I did myself. 

20765. W h o paid for the t imber?—He gave me the wood, and I had 
to put it on and paint i t ; and I put on the lime, and made the house lit 
to live in. 

20766. Did he supply the l ime?—Yes. 
20767. Did he carry it up to the p lace?—No; I flitted it from the 

place, as far, I suppose, as from here to Busta. 
20768. How did you flit it ?-—In a boat. 
20769. Was the rise of rent after the new house was bui l t?—Yes. 

The Rev. J . R. SUTHERLAND, Minister of North Mavin (Q6)—examined. 

20770. Mr Cameron.—How long have you been resident in this Re v : j , j - _ 
parish, Mr Sutherland?—About thirty-five years. Sutherland. 

20771. Are you a native of this place?—No , I am a native of 
Morayshire. 
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SHETLAND. 20772. W h a t is the population of your par ish?—About 2500 , or a 
~ ~ 7 little more. 

iLLsmcK. 20773. Has there been an increase in the last decennial period, or a 
Rev. J. R. decrease ?—I th ink a slight decrease. 
Sutherland. 2O77L How are the people chiefly occupied?—In general they are 

occupied in fishing and farming. 
20775. There is no other occupation in the parish?—There are trades­

men, such as shoemakers, tailors, and carpenters, and masons, but every 
one of them holds land. 

20776. Can you give us any idea how many of these tradesmen there 
may be in the parish ?—No, I cannot say. 

20777. I mean as indicative of the work which is going on—is there1 

much labour employed ?—The most of the labour is connected with the 
fishing directly or indirectly, in building or repairing houses, and making 
Bhoes and clothes for the people. There is nothing more that I 
know of. 

20778. Are there many new houses being built in the parish ?—Well, 
the houses don't stand very long, and are generally requiring something 
to be done to them. There are not many new houses. 

20779. W h e n a new house is built, is it made of stone and lime, or 
dry building?—Generally stone and lime, I think. 

20780 . And what roofing do they p u t on?—Jus t a common roof— 
wood and felt. 

20781 . Not slate ?—Sometimes there are a few slated houses now. 
20782. Are they thatched at al l?—The people thatch them with 

straw. 
20783. Is there any natural thatch in the country, such as heather or 

bracken ?—No. 
20784. Are the houses pretty comfortable compared with other parts 

of the island ?—Yes; I may say in general about the people that I don't 
know—and I have been over all Scotland—any people who should be 
more happy or comfortable if they would be industrious and took care 
of what they make. I do not mean to say they are not industrious, but 
I do not know any people who would be more comfortable and happy if 
they would take care of what they make. 

20785. Have the people who occupy land, in your opinion, got a 
sufficient amount of pasture land for their animals ?-—So far as I know, 
they have an amply sufficient quant i ty of common. 

20786. W h a t ex tent of pasture land or common grazing have they got ? 
I could uot condescend upon the particular quantity. But if I took one 
of the places, and had money in my pocket to buy sheep and cattle I 
could keep as many as I chose without any person interfering with me. 
The pastures are free and open, not a piece here and there for you and 
me, but pastures all open. 

20787. Is tha t the case in every town in the parish ?—It is the case 
in almost every town in the parish, so far as I know. 

20788. Is the result of that system that they keep too many animals 
on the grass, and tha t therefore the animals deteriorate in size and 
qual i ty?—Some may keep more—the poorer people are no t able to buy 
t h e m ; but some may keep more than they would be justified if there was 
a strict inquiry made ; bu t there is no such inquiry. 

20789 . Have you observed any discontent on the part of those who 
dou't keep as many cattle as their neighbours ?—No; but there will be 
discontent, do whatever you may in any part of the world. 

20790 . But in this particular instance, might it not occur that where 
you have comuun grazing, and where every one has an equal right to 
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pu t as much stock upon it as he can, tha t some of the tenants might SHETLAND, 
complain that the ground was overcrowded and the grass eaten up by ~~ 
animals belonging to their neighbours?—I cannot say I have heard 
any complaint. Rev. J. R. 

20791. You have never heard of any movement amongst the tenants to Sutherland, 
do away with the present system, and establish a club farm in place of i t ? 
— N o , certainly not. I don't th ink any system could be better for poor 
people than the system they have here. 

20792. And you are convinced tha t the system satisfies the people 
themselves ?—I am satisfied tha t the people who are well-doing and 
industrious could not be better in their position. That is my experience. 

20793. Comparing the condition of the people at the present moment 
with what it was when you first came to the parish, what is your opinion 
—are they in a better position ?—They should be in a better position. 
The price of cattle is double what it was when I came here. The 
price of cattle and sheep and horses has doubled, I am certain, since 
I came h e r e ; and if the people are no t better off, it is themselves who are 
to blame. 

20794. Are they tolerably well clothed, and comfortable in that respect? 
I will give you an illustration, if you will allow me. An old gentleman, 
minister of Stonehaven, came to Shetland, and he said when he came to 
Shetland and went to church, he held his head down and looked round, 
thinking he would see a congregation clad in s k i n s ; but when he looked 
round he saw a congregation that might have been in London. And I 
can say that , in this church where I have been minister so long, there is 
not a better clad people in Scotland than they are. 

20795. Does that remark apply equally to the children ?—The children 
who are able to come to church are well clad. Of course, there are excep­
t ions ; but that is the general appearance of this congregation, and I 
suppose it is the same over the whole country. 

20796. You have not found the want of clothing keeps any children 
away from school ?—I have not had much experience of t h a t ; but I 
should not think so. 

20797. You thiuk the children are fairly well c lad?—I think so, but 
of course there are exceptions. 

20798. Are you a member of the School Board?—I was, but I am not 
now. 

20799. W h o are the members of that School Board?—I don't know. 
20800 . Have you any remarks to make upon the education of the 

people?—Taking them all in all, they are exceedingly well educated for 
the situation of life in which they are. I don't know any person with 
whom I have had dealings who cannot write his name and read. Taking 
the people altogether, they are a nice kind-hearted, good people ? 

20801. You heard the evidence given by the last witness about scab 
among the ponies : was that ever brought under your notice before ?—It 
was just for one winter or s o ; it was no t general at all. 

20802. You think i t need no t interfere with the re-introduction of the 
ponies ?—Not at all. 

20803. M r Fraser-Mackintosh.—You spoke guardedly when asked 
about the condition of the people by saying that ' if they took care, i tc. , ' 
what meaning do you attach to that ? You say they would be very 
comfortable if they took care ?—It would b e a n exceptional number tha t 
would not be taking ca re ; and there would be the same south and north. 
I mean that you will find people who don't take care of the means they 
have, and you will find that in every community, south and north. I 
don' t mean anything more than that . 
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SHETLAND. 20804. W h a t is the average attendance a t your church ?—-1 don't know ; 
" it depends very much upon the weather—400 , 500, or GOO, and at com-

' munion there would be a great turu out, 
Kev. J. R. 20805. One of the preceding witnesses spoke about the great distance 
Sutherland, they were from a road ; are other townships in the parish in want of n 

road1?—Yes, there is only one general road from Lerwic'c. When I came 
here there was no t a single inch of road, but the country has very much 
improved sines then. I can now drive sixty miles on tha t road n o w ; I 
can drive to Dunrossness; and there are roads being made through the 
country, as they have means to do it. But it would be very difficult and 
costly, taking the rental of the parish, to make roads wherever they may 
be required. 

20806. Is this bay of Hillswick likely to be improved as a fishing 
station Ì—I think so, and hope so. 

20807. Is it growing under your own observation ?—It has always 
been a chief fishing station. Perhaps the fishing station for herring has 
only been here about a year, but I have reason to believe the herring 
fishing has been increased. 

20808. Is the proprietor inclined to give facilities to the fish-curers if 
necessary 1—The principal property in this parish is under trustees, and I 
don' t know in what capacity they are to do such a thing, but I know they 
will be very happy to make it as easy as possible for anybody. 

20809. Is the heir to the property under age or under disability Ì—Tlie 
late proprietor, who died about twenty years ago, had no children, and he 
left his estate, which was considerably encumbered, under trust, mention­
ing that the sou of a niece of his, who is still unmarried, should succeed 
when he became twenty years of age, and mentioning another niece's son 
who, when he came to twenty years of age, should succeed in the event of 
the other failing. Neither of the nieces has had any sou. The trustees 
are, I think, Messrs Hay, Lerwick, who are nephews of the late Mrs 
Gifford, Busta. The ult imate destination is to Mr Cheyne, sheriff-
substi tute, Jhindee. 

20810 . How long is this likely to be in suspense 1—Nobody can tell that. 
20811. How long were the Giffords connected with this place Ì—They 

came here upwards of 200 years ago to be managers or factors, for, I 
think, the Earl of Morton, and like every other body in Shetland, they 
bought a piece of land, and got up in that way. But I don't th ink the 
people could be better than they are. I may explain about the houses 
tha t the people may have reason to complain of them not being as they 
should be. But if I get a piece of land and pay 50s. or £ 3 , and call 
upon an heritor to give me a new house, costing £ 4 0 or £ 5 0 , my rental 
would be raised 10 per cent, for the material of the house ; and that is 
the explanation of how heritors canno t give the people the houses they 
think they ought to have ; it is impossible. 

20812. The Chairman.—What is the poor rate in the parish—how 
much in the pound 1—I almost never at tend the meetings of the Parochial 
Board, but all collections taken up in this church are expended by the 
kirk-session in aiding a number of people who are now on a list of their 
own, and nearly as numerous as those under the Parochial Board. W e 
take care not to let into our list recipients of parochial relief, bu t only 
those who soon would be recipients, and we divide the whole collection 
amongst them. 

20813. W h e n you spoke about the people being careful, or the contrary, 
was it implied that , on recent years, there has been extravagance in food 
or dress among the people which was not the case before 1—No, I don't 
th ink i t ; I think, maybe, they depend a little too much upon tea. But 
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there are a hundred waya in which I could spend my little means, as a SHETLAND, 
labouring man, which 1 could not find much fault with, and yet it might 
be better administered. HILLSWICK. 

20814. Is there more intoxicating drink consumed than there used to be ? j j e v j . j>_ 
—I have been here thirty-five years, and never met a drunken man. There Sutherland, 
may have been drunken men, but I have never seen one. 

20815. How many public-houses are there in the parish?—There are 
no public-houses in the parish. A merchant or two ma}- have a licence, 
but that is merely for selling over the counter. 

20816. There is no public-house where drink could be sold for con­
sumption 1—No. 

20817. Is that to the people's satisfaction?—I never heard any ex­
pression that they desired to have one. They area very temperate people 
as a whole. 

20818. In connection with the increasing fishing industry, is there any 
importation of labour, especially female labour, from outside ?—There may 
have been this year and last year for gutting the herring. 

20819. What lodging is provided for the women who are brought over 
here; are they treated with decency?—Oh, certainly. There were some 
cime here who were lodged in a very comfortable nice place. 

20820. And do the women of the local population also take a part in 
the gutting work?—A few of the women here are employed in knitting; 
they are perhaps the best knitters in the kingdom. 

20821. The hosiery trade ?—Yes. 
20822. Is that increasing or decreasing ?—Every one of the women is 

engaged in it. You cannot get them to be servants or anything else. 
20823. There is a large property in the parish which has been a long 

time under trust?—About twenty years. 
20824. Wras there a residence for the family on the property recently ? 

—At B'.ista—a nice residence. 
20825. Who is that occupied by now?—The factor is lodged there; and 

Miss Gifford, the late proprietor's niece, has apartments assigned to her. 
20826. Do you think the estate suffers from the want of a resident 

proprietor—I mean are the trustees restricted in their expenditure more 
than a resident proprietor would be Ì—I do not think so; I never kuew 
that there was any difference. 

2OS27. You think the trust expend just as much in making new 
houses and other improvements as the proprietor made ?—As far as I 
know. 

20828. The importation of these strangers for the fishing is not produc­
ing any disorder or immorality of any kind I—Not, so far as I know ; that 
is a new thing here. 

20829. Do they go to church ?—Yes, T saw several on Sunday. 
20830. Are there any missions?—I have a missionary, and there are 

several other denominations in the parish. 
20831. And they hold religious services during the fishing season ?—I 

suppose so. 

JOHN ANDERSON, Farmer, Merchant, and Fish-Curer, Hillswick (GO) 
—examined. 

20832. Professor Macidnnon.—You have been connected with this place John 
for a long time ?—Yes, thirty-five years. Anderson 

20833. And were you here before that ?—No; I am a native of Delt-
ing, and came here in 1848. 
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20834. Are there any who own property in the parish except those we 
heard of—this trust and the Messrs Hay?—Yes; there are other 
proprietors. 

20835. Who are they?—Gideon Anderson is the next largest pro 
prietor. 

20836. Is that a connection of your own family?—My brother, who 
is in Ollaberry. 

20837. And Lord Zetland has a little ?—Yes ; and there is Mr Cheyne 
of Tangwick, and Mr John Cheyne, sheriff-substitute of Dundee; Mr 
Anderson, Ollaberry; Mr Joseph Leask, Lerwick; and Mr John Harwick. 

20838. Are there any small holdings 1—John Harwick's is the smallest; 
it has a rental of about £ 6 or £7 . 

20839. Does he work the place himself ?—Yes. 
20840. By far the largest property is the Busta estate ?—Yes. 
20841. Does the factor rent it himself, or doe3 he let it out ?—He lets 

it out. 
20842. He just acts as factor ?—-Yes. 
20843. What is the poor rate ?-=--3s. on the gross rental, and 4s. on the 

net rental. 
20844. The school rate ?—2s. on the gross rental; but it will be 2s. 3d. 

this coining year. 
20845. Are these rates decreasing or increasing?—Rather increasing. 
20846. The school rate is to be 2s. 3d. on the gross rental next year; 

will it attain its maximum then?—We hope so. 
20847. Is the parish well provided with schools now 1—Yes, we have 

five schools in the parish. 
20848. Are all these schools erected since the Education Act came 

into operation ?—There was an old parochial school which has been 
renewed. 

20849. And there are four others t—-Yes, one was handed over two or 
three years ago from the United Presbyterian Church at Ollaberry. 

20850. Are these schools fairly taken advantage of by the people ?— 
Oh, yes. 

20851. The children of to-day are receiving education in greater 
numbers than before the new Act came into operation ?—Yes. 

20852. But still, I suppose, they are not able to attend so regularly as 
you would wish ?—Not so regularly as we would wish, but the officer does 
what he can to get them out. 

20853. Do they attend as regularly as you think they could ?—No, I 
think not. 

20854. Are they improving in that respect ?—They are improving since 
the schools were built. 

20855. Of course, it will take some time ?—It will. 
20856. Is the qualification of teachers under the new administration 

higher than it was for teachers under the old administration?—I could 
scarcely say ; the qualification is somewhat different. 

20857. I don't refer to the parish school, but other schools in the parish ; 
are teachers who have succeeded them of higher qualifications than their 
predecessors ?—Oh, yes, certainly they are. 

20858. Of course, the buildings are better 1—Yes, the buildings are the 
best in the parish 

20859. I suppose there is no fish-curer in this place but your own 
firm?—Yes, there is Mr Lawrence Smith, Mr Inkster, and Messrs Adie; 
and there used to be one Williamson, and Hay <fe Co., North Roe. 

20860. I mean in Hills wick ?—There is nobody here but myself just 
now. 
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20861. And you cure the fish for all the people here?—I don't cure for SHETLAND, 
all the people. ' • 

20862. Whom do they get to cure for them ?—They have six other curers HlLLSWr0K* 
in the parish ; at Stennes Mr lukster and Messrs Adie have each a station. j0hn 

20863. You cure for all the people who bring their boats in here ?— Anderson. 
Yes. 

20864. And of course you also provide them with stores?—I buy the 
fish from them. 

20865. And provide them with stores?—Yes ; but sometimes they get 
them at Lerwick. 

20866. Have you communication with Lerwick?—Yes; the ' S t Clair' 
comes in here, and that has been a great boon for us. 

20867. Are there any crofters upon the property you rent ?—No. 
20868. I t is in your own hands ?—Yes. 
20869. Is there as much sub-letting of property by tacksmen now as 

there used to be 1—I have the property at Ollaberry belonging to my 
brother ; I sub-let that. 

2OS7O. Does your brother stay at Ollaberry ?—Yes. 
20871. And you rent it from him, and sub-let it ?—Yes. 
20872. Are your tenants fishing for you?—Chiefly; but there are a 

good many otherwise engaged. 
20873. And do those who are engaged in fishing fish for your firm?— 

No, only some. 
20874. Some fish for other people ?—Yes ; they are quite at liberty to 

fish for whom they like. 
20875. But when you cure yourselves, the most of them naturally come 

to you with their fish ?—Yes, I am glad to get as many of them as I can, 
as long as they are content. 

20876. The chief fishing here is cod and ling?—Ling fishing principally. 
20877. It is a good station for that?—Yes, it is a good station; but 

the fishing stations for ling used to be at Stennes, Hama Toe, and Roeness 
Voe. 

20878. And the herring fishing is a recent industry ?—This is the first 
year we have tried it at HiHswick. 

20879. Where do you go for the herring ?—Mostly within the bay, 
and tbey have gone about fifty miles off, right into the ocean. 

20880. There is scarcely any family at all without more or less land, I 
suppose ?—Not many. There may be a few individuals who have rooms. 

20881. Of the natives of the place?—Yes, who occupy rooms, without 
land. 

20882. The crofters who have spoken to-day, spoke about the rents 
being somewhat high; do you think that the rents are too high upon the 
Busta estate ?—I scarcely think they are over-rented. So long as they 
have liberty of scathold, I think they may do. There may be individual 
cases where the rents are too high. 

20883. You mean where the rent is too high for the croft, but not for 
the croft with the scathold ?—Yes. 

20884. When there is common pasture, is every crofter entitled to put 
as much stock upon it as he pleases ?—Yes, that is t rue; but then they 
are necessarily restricted, because they can only put stock on in summer; 
they could not live in winter if everybody put on as many as they could. 

20885. So that they are restricted by the number of stock they can 
keep in winter 1—Yes. 

20886. But I suppose they don't give any winter feeding to their 
6heep ?—Oh yes, they sometimes do ; during snow they must either give 
them feeding, or lose them. 

4 P 
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SHETLAND. 20887. But there is no rule where there is common pasture, that thero 
" is a summing, and that no crofter is allowed to put on the pasture more 

than a certain number of sheep and cattle ?—No. 
John 20888. And the proprietor does not interfere at all?—No, he has not 

Anderson, interfered yet 
20889. So that the one who can buy stock can summer as many as ho 

can keep ?—That is true. 
20890. Take two neighbours—one who has capital and has put a good 

deal of stock upon the scathold, and another neighbour who has no stock 
to speak of, does the poor one not consider the possession of stock by the 
other a grievance1?—Yes, I have heard that said; I have heard a farmer 
of that kind express himself to that effect, that he thought it would be a 
good plan if the proprietor restricted everybody to so many cattle, or 
charged them for what they occupied. 

20891. Make them pay]—Yes, for each head. 
20892. Those who had so many over a certain number1?—Yes. 
20893. Are the Shetland sheep still kept in large numbers in the parish 

for the purposes of the hosiery industry %—Yes, in considerable numbers. 
20894. And the wool which the women of the place knit is Shetland 

wool ?—Mostly; it is preferred by those who buy. 
2089.5. And they get a good market for their goods?—I think so. 
20896. And a ready market ?—Yes, hitherto. 
20897. We were told lately that Shetland gools were a drug in the 

market, more or less; is that your experience here?—I don't think that is 
my experience; the refuse sort of stuff may be a drug in the market, but 
not the good hosiery. 

20898. What kind of articles do they knit in this parish?—In this 
district we only knit underclothing for ladies and gentleman—that is the 
chief branch of the trade here. 

20899. No stockings or gloves?—No. 
20900. And there is quite a ready market for the goods?—Yes, we 

have always found that. 
20901. Sir Kenneth Mackenzie.—Are you in the habit of dealing with 

the people for hosiery ?—Yes. 
20902. Do you supply them with the wool?—Sometimes we sell them 

the wool. 
20903. Are you able to purchase Shetland wool for them ?—Sometimes 

we purchase it for them, in order to supply them when they have run out 
of their own. 

20904. Do you sometimes supply them with Cheviot wool ?—No, we 
don't like to buy it for hosiery. 

20905. You are able to procure a sufficient supply of Shetland wool ?— 
Yes. 

20906. What is the price of it?—We pay Is. 5d. a pound for the fine 
wool. 

20907. Does the colour make any difference ?—Yes, a little. We have 
to pay a little higher for the coloured wool,—dark and light brown — 
murrait wool. 

20908. Have you any information as to what sort of profit a woman 
can make out of the hosiery business ?—I can scarcely say. 

20909. I suppose they only devote their odd time to knitting and 
spinning? They don't sit down and spin day after day?—-No, they do 
it while they are carrying peats and walking about the road. 

20910. Are there any old women in the parish without other means of 
support, who are able to keep themselves by the hosiery trade?—Yes, 
some of the women do. I don't know if they would be able to support 
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themselves by their knitting j they may have some other way of SHETLAND, 
supplementing it. 

20911. Have you any idea what such people make in the course of the " ^ ™ " * 
year by knitting and spinning ?—No, I cannot say. I heard one of the John 
witnesses speak about the roads—that is a thing we are very much in need Anderson, 
of. We have no roads from here all round to Asheness and Ollaberry to 
North Roe. And it would be a great favour to us if we had the 
telegraph. 

20912. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—What is the nearest telegraph station? 
Voe, eighteen miles from here. 

20913. Is there any telegraph station at Olaberry?—No. When the 
telegraph was extended to the North Isles, and I spoke about extending it 
to Ollaberry and Hillswick, and we were told they would do it if we got up 
a guarantee of £50 . I wrote to a good many people who, I thought, 
might be interested in it, and we got up a subscription of £60 , and we 
were told it could not be done unless we got up £100 . 

20914. Who was it that told you that?—I could not say. 
20915. Was it an official of the post office1?—Yes, or the Telegraph 

Company, perhaps. I don't remember hi3 name. 
20916. Professor Mackinnon.—Was that before the telegraphs were 

taken over by Government ?—Yes. 
20917. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—You stated that the price of Shetland 

wool was Is. 5d. per lb., but that dark wool would be more; can you 
tell me the difference?—I think about 2d. per lb. 

20918. Is. 7d. %—Perhaps. 
20919. Are there many Cheviot sheep in this parish?—Yes; I have 

some on my property. 
20920. And some blackfaced T—Yes. 
20921. But the bulk of the sheep stock is native ?—Yes; the bulk in 

the parish. Some of them may have been crossed, not to their advantage, 
I dare say, in regard to wool. 

20922. The bulk of the stock being native in this parish, as the bulk 
of the stock at Balta Sound was Cheviot—would that account for the native 
wool being Is. 8d. and the black 2s. at Balta Sound?—I suppose so. 

20923. Does the ' S t Clair' go all along the western coast of Scotland ? 
•—No; she goes to Stromness, and then to Abeideen and Leith. 

20924. Would you explain why the poor rate seems so high in this 
parish; is it because the number of paupers is disproportionate to the 
rental, or what?—The chief cause probably is the number of lunatics; 
that is the heaviest charge we have, I think. 

20925. Are these lunatics boarded out in the south, or do you keep 
them in the parish ?—Some are boarded in the south, and others are kept 
at home. 

20926. We were told at Mid Yell that the rate is very high there, 
and that it might be reduced considerably if the poorhouse test could 
be applied ; is this parish one of those willing to go into a combination ?— 
I scarcely think i t ; we believe that our paupers can be kept cheaper than 
by having a poorhouse. 

20927. But do you think there are any on the roll now receiving 
relief who would not go into the poorhouse?—I scarcely think i t ; 
members of the Parochial Board are so well acquainted with people 
in their different districts that they know their circumstances exactly. 

20928. And probably a good number of the paupers are old people?— 
Yes, a good many of them; but we would be the better of a poorhouse 
in the parish, where we could order the paupers home. We would be 
very much the better of that. 
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"HETLAXD. 20929. Has any reason been assigned why lunacy is so prevalent in 
" Shetland compared with other parts'?—I have not heard. 

ILLS ' 2O93O. One of the crofters' delegates complained of want of leases— 
John are you aware that that is a general complaint?—I have no reason to 

Anderson, complain. I have a lease; but I think that want has geuerally been 
felt, 

20931. L)o you think if the people had a lease of some kind they 
would be disposed to improve their croft ?—Yes, I think so. 

20932. If you were a proprietor yourself you would not object to 
grant leases if the terms were fair ?—No, I think not. I offered to give 
leases to my Ollaberry tenants to the extent of my lease. 

20933. And did they come to terms with you?—Some of them did, 
and some of them did not seem to want it. 

20934. What terms did you make with regard to the buildings, with 
those tenants to whom you granted leases '—There is only one gentleman 
has a lease—Mr George Sinclair. 

20935. What conditions did you propose with regard to the buildings? 
—Well, I supposed he would be obliged to keep up the buildings. 

20936. But supposing a house could not be repaired further in a lease 
of nineteen years, do you think the new house should be built by the 
proprietor or by the tenant?—I think the proprietor should build it. 

20937. That is the common way of doing in these islands?—I think 
so. I think I heard one of-the witnesses say something about the prices 
of cattle. I think he was wrong in what he said; the price of cattle 
has been very high this year. I think I heard him mention £ 2 or £3 
for young cattle. I buy cattle, and I have been paying from £3 to £5 . 

20938. What age ?—Two to three years old. 
20939. They are bringing this year from £ 3 to £51—Yes. 
20940. Do you mean crofters' cattle ?—Yes. 
20941. You made use of the word refuse in speaking of Shetland 

wool?—I did not mean the refuse of the wool, I meant inferior knitted 
hosiery—murat. 

20942. Is that a Norse word 1—I cannot tell. 
[Rev. Mr Sutherland.—Yes, it i s ; it means a colour between brown 

and yellow.] 
20943. The Chairman.—Is this brown wool more peculiar to some 

farms than to others ? Does it depend at all on the soil upon which the 
sheep are raised ?—No. 

20944. Would the native breed have it in the same degree ?—Yes, it 
is maybe more common in one place than another, because they may keep 
a murrait ram. 

20945. Is it the pure native breed of cattle for which you pav £ 3 to 
£ 5 ?—Yes. 

20946. Has any cross been introduced in this part of the country?— 
Yes, we have some crosses here between shorthorn and Shetland, which 
makes a good cross. 

20947. Is that cross used by the small tenants?—No. We kept a 
shorthorn bull for some time, but they thought the cross breds would 
not be so hardy, and did not take advantage of it. 

20948. But you think it might be extensively taken advantage of by 
the small tenants ?—I think not, because unless the animals are well fed, 
they don't turn out well. 

20949. You stated that you were lessee of your brother's property, 
is it in that sense that you are a farmer, or have you actually land under 
your own management and cultivation ?—I have land under my own 
..Management besides,—here at Hillswick. 
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20950. And you have also your brother's property, which you sub-let 1 SHETLANL 
—Yes. 

20951. Is the whole of your brother's property sub-let?—The whole H l L L S W I C g ' 
of it is sub-let John 

20952. Are there a great many tenants?—I think there will be about Anderson, 
fifty-seven crofters; and the average rent is about £ 5 , l i s . 

20953. Are most of these crofters fishermen ?—Yes, I daresay the most 
of them are, although I could not give the proportion exactly. 

20954. Are these small tenants on your brother's property, in general, 
under your control and management, just as if you were proprietor?— 
Just as if I were proprietor, to the end of my lease, which expires, I 
think, in 1886. 

20955. I have no doubt you are aware that a great deal was said 
of obligations which the fishermen had iu reference to traders and curers 
in past times, as to the thraldom in which they were supposed to be kept 
formerly; we wish very much to arrive at a strictly correct impression of 
the relations between the fishermen and merchants at the present moment; 
'I understood you to say that these small tenants on your brother's pro­
perty are absolutely under no obligation whatever to fish for you or any 
other person?—None at aU. I called them together when I first took 
the property, and told them they were at perfect liberty to fish for me 
or any other person; and that if they improved the land and kept the 
houses in repair, and kept the fences up, the rent would never be raised 
upon them, and I have never raised it. 

20956. Those tenants who are not fishing for you lie under no disability 
or discouragement whatever ?—None in the world. 

20957. Do the whole of the fishermen on your brother's property fish 
for you, or do there happen to be some who don't 1—There are surely 
some who don't. I think there are more fishing to me now than there 
were a few years ago. 

20958. Entirely by their own election?—Entirely by their own free 
will. 

20959. But still you can state there are some who do not fish for you, 
and who fish for others ?—Yes. 

20960. Do you keep an account current with those who fish for you? 
—Yes. 

20961. How often is a settlement made?—Always at November. 
20962. And when the settlement is made, supposing there is money 

due to the fishermen, is that always punctually paid to them in cash 
at the time?—Always. 

20963. And there is no obligation expressed or understood to spend 
that money in your shop ?—None in the world. 

20964. And they, in fact, spend it where they think proper?—Yes; 
and I think that is the case with all the curers in the parish, so far as I 
am acquainted with them at the present time. 

20965. Will you candidly state whether you think the relations 
between curer and fishermen were less easy and less liberal in former 
times than they are now?—I can only speak from hearsay, and I have 
been told by the old fishermen that was the case. 

209G6. You think they lay under obligations then from which they 
are now free ?—Yes, I have been told that by the fishermen themselves. 

20967. Then, in your view, are the relations between the fish-curer 
and fishermen easy and liberal now?—I am happy to say they are. 

20968. You don't think that the fishermen at present lie under any 
discouragement or hardship in consequence of this rather complicated 
position of the fish-curer, who is, in a manner, their shopkeeper, landlord, 
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SHETLAND, and curer or purchaser, all a t the same t ime?—No, I th ink not, because, 
" for all the fish we get to cure, unless in the summer fishing, we pay down 

HILLSWICK. r e a j y m o a e y > Yox all the fish that they catch through all the year—except 
John summer—we pay them cash over the counter. 

Anderson. 20969. You mean the fish which they catch in winter?—Yes, and 
spring. 

20970 . There is no account against the fish kept in your books ?—No. 
20971. Is tha t generally the case in Shet land?—I cannot tell, but I 

find it very much better for ourselves than to run an account for it. 
20972. Par t of your transactions with the fishermen is in the way of 

account current and part in the way of cash payments ?—Yes, tha t is so. 
20973. Is there anything else you wish to state ?—Nothing, except about 

a p ie r ; if we got any help with a pier here, it would be a great bench't to 
the whole community, and to the fishermen especially. 

20971. W h a t sort of a pier would you desire here?—Probably a pier 
ex tending for sixty yards or so would be a great accommodation. 

20975. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—A wooden p ie r?—A t present we have 
erected a sort of temporary wooden p i e r ; but we wish something more 
substantial than that . 

20976. A stone pier ?—Yes ; cemented. 
20977. Is it a work which could be designed and executed on the spot, 

or would i t require an engineer from a distance ?—No, I think it could be 
done in the neighbourhood . 

20978. You 'have plenty of stone and sand?—Yes. 
20979. W h a t would be the cost of one that would be sufficient?—I 

th ink about £ 2 0 0 . 
20980 . Sheriff Nicolson.—Is there no pier here except the wooden 

thiug we have seen ?—No, and it is a great trouble to fishermen. 
20981. I wonder fishermen and fish-curers never did it for themselves?— 

Unless the pier was built substantially it would not stand. 
20982. The Chairman.—But when the cost would not be greater than 

£ 2 0 0 , should tha t not be done by the proprietors, fish-curers, and merchants, 
who would receive interest for so small an expenditure ?—You see we are 
doing all we can as tenants, and aU we can afford to d o ; it would come too 
heavy upon us to do more. 

20983. W h a t do they charge a fish-curer wanting a place?—I think the 
usual charge is £ 1 2 a year, besides a royalty of something like 3d. or 4d. a 
barrel. 

20984. Is the water deep enough within one hundred yards ?—Deep 
enoueh for those big boats, b u t no t for other purposes. 

20985. Professor Mackinnon.—How far out would the pier have to go to 
accommodate a steamer and deeper vessels ?—Perhaps 200 yards. 

20986. Measuring from the high-water mark ?—Yes. 
20987. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—Is the place where the wooden pier 

now is the most suitable place ?—It is the most suitable place for the beach ; 
bu t I fancy the place where you saw the rocks on the right coming in. 

20988. The Cfvainnan.—What do large boats of forty or fifty feet keel 
draw ?—About six or eight feet when they are loaded. 

20989. And you want a pier which would enable them to come along­
side a t low water |—Yes , t ha t would do. 
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ROBERT SINCLAIR, Crofter formerly Fisherman, Hamar (77)— SHETLAND 
examined. _ 

HlLLSWICK. 

20990. The Chairman.—Have you a statement to make1?—I have.— Robert 
• The farm which I hold at present was taken by me in 1855, from the Sinclair. 
4 late Arthur Gifford, Esq. of Busta. The rent was then £ 1 , 15s. At the 
1 end of the four years, more than three acres of ground was taken off and 
1 given to another tenant. The rent of this piece of ground was 10s. The 
' rent ought therefore to have been reduced to £1 , 5s., but instead of that 
' it was raised to £2 a few years afterwards. The farm could only support 
1 my family for about three months j during the rest of the year we live 
' by the produce of the fishing. I have been a fisherman for about fifty 
1 years. I am now unable to go to the fishing, and would like to get back 
' the piece of ground I have mentioned. I have asked the factor to give 
' it back, but was told that he had not power to do so. Not only has the 
' croft been reduced in size and the rent raised, but the dwelling house 
' has for many years been in a dangerous condition and unfit to live in ; 

* and although I have repeatedly requested that it should be repaired, I 
' have never received a satisfactory answer.—ROBERT SINCLAIR, Hammer, 
« North Mavin.' 

20991. Sheriff Nicolson —How long is it since you came into possession 
of that croft ?—Twenty-eight years ago. I t was an offset the man took, 
and the house did not cost anything at all. He built it himself, and put 
it up in the silliest fashion, and I never could get it repaired since. 

20992. Where were you before?—At Delting, in Roe. 
20993. What stock are you able to keep ?—Two beasts—a two-year-old 

and a young one. 
209 94. Any sheep ?—Yes, I have a dozen sheep. 
20995. And a horse?—No, no horse. It is a very little bit of a spot. 
20996. At the time that part of your land was taken from you, did you 

complain ?—Very much, but it did not signify. The late Mr Henry 
Cheyne was the chief trustee, and it was taken in by the other neighbour 
at first out of the side of the hill, and a piece given off on the place I 
occupied by Mr Gifford ; and they wanted to have it back, and to build a 
sufficient dyke to hold off the sheep and cattle. But once they got the 
ground the dyke was never built, at least so as to be sufficient. 

20997. Was the man to whom that piece of your'ground was given a new 
comer?—Yes; he came in a few years before; he is now dead and away. 

20998. The man to whom it was given had a croft of his own before this 
piece was given to him ?—Yes, there were two neighbours of them. 

20999. Had they less than you ?—No, far more than I had, and they 
had good land. 

21000. What rent does that man pay ?—Near about £6. 
21001. Has he a lease?—No, there is none of them has a lease. 
21002. What stock does the other man keep?—Fifty head of sheep or 

thereabout, seven head of beasts, and two horses. 
21OO.3. What kind of ground was that which was taken from you?—The 

best quality of ground. 
21004. Arable land?—There was some cultivation in i t ; good dry 

ground; it was better in quality than what was left to me. 
21005. And was any reason given by the factor for taking it from you ? 

—No, except that they wanted to enclose it for sheep, but Mr Cheyne did 
not know. There was no dyke built. 

21006. I suppose your land was never sufficient to support your family t 
—No, never sufficient 
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D. 21OO7. And now since you have censed to be a fisherman, it is still less 
so ?—Yes; I wanted to get out when the piece of ground was taken otl, 

K* but I could not get out, I was told if I would sit still the rents would 
,t never be raised; and I began to improve a little, and added about a fourth 
ir. to what was there; and then they began to raise the rent, and it was very 

discouraging. 
21008. What improvements did you make?—I cultivated a piece and 

added about a fourth to what was there. But there was no way to cultivate ; 
it was a rocky bottom—rocks and heather. 

21009. Have any of your neighbours any complaints to make?—No, I 
don't think it. 

21010. They didn't ask you to come here?—No. 
21011. You have just come to state your own case?—I have just 

come to state my own case; but I don't think any of my neighbours 
have anything to say. 

21012. Who is in the croft that this man had?—James Sandison and 
Gilbert Sharp. 

SAHUBL ANDERSON, Crofter formerly Fisherman, Croagreeo, Ollabcrry 
(G3)—examined. 

21013. The Chairman.—What statement have you to make?—About 
seventy years ago my father enclosed a piece of hill pasture about ten 
acres called the Croagreen, on the Ollaberry estate. He built a house on it, 
and cultivated a part of it, and paid a yearly rent of £2, 10s. up to about 
1850, when the property was bought by Mr Gideon Anderson. Since then 
I have built new dykes, enclosing about two acres more of hill pasture. I 
cultivated more land, and repaired the house. My rent was then raised to 
£ 1 , 15s. This is what I have to complain of; instead of being paid for 
improvements, I get to pay for my own outlay. 

21014. You say your father took in a piece of land about ten acres in 
extent, and improved it ?—Yes. 

21015. Was that all the land he had, or had he more than that1?—That 
was all he had. 

21016. Had he any scathold besides?—Yes. 
21017. He had that and the scathold?—Yes, the scathold outside. 
21018. Wrhen you say that he improved this land, do you mean that 

he put a fence round it ?—Yes. 
21019. WTiat sort of a fence?—A turf fence. 
21020. You say you have enclosed two acres more ?—Yes; I was em-

ployed by Mr Anderson of Hillswick to set out that part with a new 
foundation, and I built dykes. I knew nothing about it when I saw 
them setting it off, and they said I had to build dykes into the turf. 

21021. Did you build the dyke into the turf ?—No, I built it new the 
whole way. 

21022. What else did you do—did you drain it?—Yes, I have drained 
it, and cultivated it since. 

21023. Did you make stone or tile drains, or only open drains?—Open 
drains right up and down the park. 

21021. Have you the same scathold that your father had?—Yes. 
21025. You say your rent has been raised to £ 1 , 15s.?—Yes, that is 

the standing rent. 
21026. Has the proprietor expended any money upon building or im­

proving your house ?—Not a halfpenny. 
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Samuel 
Anderson. 

21027. Has the proprietor spent any money at all?—None whatever. SHETLAND. 
21028. What stock do you keep now]—About seven cows, six head of 

sheep, and one pony. 
21U29. How many acres have you under corn]—Four acres. 
21030. And you pay £4, 15s. standing rent]—Yes. 
21031. Could you put more stock upon the scathold if you liked, or is 

the number of your stock upon the scathold limited ]—No, I might put 
more upon it, if I could feed them in winter. 

21032. What sort of a house have you got]—Not a very good house. 
21033. Did your father build it]—Yes. 
21034. Did the landlord pay anything for it ]—No, my father did the 

whole of it, except what I have done since be left. 
21035. Had you a lease]—There was a lease at first when it was taken, 

but I could not exactly tell you what kind of lease it was, because it was 
away before I got the croft. 

21036. You have not got a lease?—No. 
21037. Do you think your father got the place at a lower rent because 

he made the improvement]—The rent he paid at first was, I believe, 
about £2 for five or six years, and then it was 50s.; and then Mr 
Anderson, Ollaberry, bought it. And before that it was under trustees for 
four years and at that time we paid 50s. still. But when Mr Anderson 
bought it the rent was raised to £4, 15s. after we had improved so much 
of it. 

21038. Is your rent higher than the rent your neighbours generally 
pay ]—There are three towns there all of the same age, and paying the 
same rent that we pay, and having the same arable land inside of the 
hill property. 

21039. You pay the same as your neighbours]—Yes, and we have the 
same as the arable land. 

21040. Aud they have the same scathold ?—Yes. 
21041. Has the ground in your township been subdivided, or are 

there just the same number of holdings that there used to be]—-Just the 
same now as there used to be. 

21042. Has any of the scathold ever been taken away1?—Yes; a little 
of it was taken away, but not much. 

21043. To whom was it given]—To this same proprietor that the land 
belongs to. 

21044. But you don't complain much of that?—No, not of that; but 
I complain of my rent being too high 

21045. Are you a fisherman too]—I was a fisherman for forty years, 
but it is three years since I gave it up. 

21046. Is the Ollaberry fishing closed]—No, except for small fish. I t 
is not a station. 

21047. Have you got a road]—Yes, I am pretty near the road, but I 
have very little good of it. 

21048. Sir Kenneth Mackenzie.—Is there any possibility of your making 
further improvements upon the place ?—Yes, if I had any security; but if 
there were any more improvements it might be taken away. 

21049. If you got a lease, with a promise of compensation for any im­
provements, would you be likely to make more improvements ]—Yes. 

21050. Have you ever asked the landlord to give you a lease?—No, I 
have never asked them ; but they said they would give a lease for five or 
seven years. 

21051. Yours is on the Busta property]—No, it is all on Ollaberry. 
21052. Of which Mr John Anderson has the management1?—Yes. 
21053. How long has he a lease of it himself ?—I do not know. 
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SHETLAND. 2105 4. Ho is not able to give a lease, because he has not a lease beyond 
1836 himself!—No. 

ITn.tswicK. 21055. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—Were any of your neighbours treated 
Samuel in the same way as yourself1?—Yes. 

Anderson. 21056. Men who had made improvements and whose rents were raised?. 
—Yes, they were all raised. 

21057. All over the place ?—Yes, all over the place. 
21058. The want of a lease or some permanency in your holdings 

prevents you from improving further ?—Yes. 
21059. Was there any cause given why your rent was raised?—No, I 

know of none. 
21060. Had you any idea in your own mind why it wa3 done?—No, 

only because there were some improvements made upon i t ; that there 
were more improvements than had been done in my father's time. 

21061. Is your father living ?—No. 
21OG2. Was this rise of rent put on in your father's time?—In my 

time. 
21063. How long had you the place before the rise was put upon you? 

—Not long ; about half a dozen years. 
21064. How long after Mr Anderson became proprietor was it before it 

was done ?—About half a dozen years. 
21065. Which Air Anderson was it that raised the rent; was it the 

gentleman who is now in the church ?—It was about the time the lease 
came. 

21066. Where does the proprietor live?—OUaberry. 
21067. What does he do?-—He is doing very little. 
21068. Is he an independent gentleman?—Yes. 
21069. The Chairman (to Mr Andersoii).—We understood you, Mr 

Anderson, to say that you had declared the rent would not be raised ?— 
That is so, and the rent has never been raised since I got the lease. 

21070. Then this witness's rent was raised before you got the lease?— 
Yes, his rent is just the same as when I got the lease. 

21071. Have you any remark or explanation to make upon what he has 
stated ; can you explain why, if it be the case, the rent was nearly doublel 
upon the land improved by himself?—It must have been improved by his 
father, and not by himself. 

21072. But you have no statement to make?—No. 
21073. I t has not beeu raised since you became lessee?—No. 

GEORGE SINCLAIR, Fish-Curer and Merchant, Ollaberry (42)—examined. 

21074. Tlu Chairman.—How long have you been engaged in this 
trade?—Nearly nine years. 

21075. And have you been the whole of that time at Ollaberry?—Yes, 
I took up business about that time. 

21076. Do you do business as a general merchant a3 well as fish-curer? 
—Yes. 

21077. Not only trading with fishermen, but with anybody ?—Every­
body who will give me custom. 

21078. Do you find that your business has extended ?—Very much 
21079. And you have greater sales than you had nine years ago?— 

Generally I have; the general turnover is much more. 
21080. And do you find that the people pay equally well? Are they 

equally able to pay their debts?—It depends very much on the season; I 

George 
Sinclair. 
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mean on what they earn. Iu a prosperous year like last year, or any year SHETLAND, 
that is prosperous in crops or fishing, they pay well; but, as a rule, 1 _ — 

dou't allow debts to get into my books. 
21081. You don't allow long credits to accumulate ?—No. George 
21082. But my object is to ascertain whether you have any knowledge Sinclair, 

that the condition and resources of the people are improving?—I think, so 
as far as our district is concerned, they are very much improved—very much 
better off than they were a few years ago. 

21083. Do they buy commodities of a more expensive kind ?—I do not 
mean that; although I daresay their tastes advance with the advancing 
times. We don't encourage the sale of useless or showy, flimsy articles; 
but, as a rule, I think their tastes are improving that way. 

21084. Do you find that they buy a superior description of food? Do 
they buy more flour than they did?—Much about the same, I think. I 
daresay I could sell a good deal more baker's bread if I would; but 
I don't waut to do that, I think it would encourage laziness. 

21085. You think it is advantageous for people to bake their own 
bread ?—I do. 

21O8G. Do they use much wheaten flour for scones, or do they still buy 
oat and barley meal?—The most of the grain in thi3 parish is oats; and 
to counterbalance that, they buy fuUy more wheaten flour than oatmeal. 
But we give them their choice. 

21087. From what you say, you don't only sell what you can sell, but 
what you think you ought to sell ?—I think the people should not be left 
always to themselves in that respect. I think if temptation be put in their 
way, they may be induced to buy what they don't require. We are all 
exposed that way, perhaps. 

21088. Do you sell any wool or worsted for the purpose of weaving at 
home for domestic use ?—Yes, I buy Shetland wools and sometimes other 
wools, and I sell the Shetland wool which the women knit up. 

21089. When you sell wool to the women for knitting which is 
not Shetland wool, what description of foreign wool do you sell them ?— 
I don't sell any kind of cross. In speaking of other wools than that and 
Shetland, I don't mean foreign wools, but wool of Cheviot crossed with 
Shetland Bheep. 

21090. Wre were told by another witness that the people don't purchase 
blackfaced or Cheviot wools for purposes of knitting—that they 
were not sufficiently fine; I want to know if there is any kind of foreign 
or colonial wool sold for the purposes of the knitting trade ?—It is our 
interest always to put the finest wools into hands for knitting the under­
clothing. I have a trade similar to Mr Auderson in ladies' and gentlemens' 
underclothing and shawls, and it is to our interest to put soft wool into 
the knitter's hands. I also do a small trade in home spuns. 

21091. What sort of wool do you sell as soft wool apart from the pure 
Shetland ?—There is really no soft and pure so valuable as the Shetland. 

21092. Sir Kenneth Mackenzie.—You said you had a small trade 
in Shetland home-spun clothing; what wools do you put into that?— 
Sometimes crossed Cheviots and Shetland blended together. 

21093. Is there much demand for the clothing ?—No, not so much as 
there used to be ; but there is a fair demand for it yet. 

21094. The women, of course, make something of it by spinning the 
wool ?—Yes, I may say they make by spinning the wool more than the 
merchant does. They get the wool at a certain price, and the rougher 
kind of wool is much cheaper; it is 2d. to 4d. per lb. cheaper. 

21095. What price do you sell the coarser wool at?—14d. to Is. 
per lb. 
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21096. Blackfaced?—Cheviots crossed with Shetland. 
21097. At what price do you sell the Shetland wool to them?—About 

20d. per lb. I buy the best for about Is. 6d. and Is. 5d., and retail it 
again at Is. 8d. 

21098. Have you any idea of what a woman, depending upon her own 
labour, can make in the course of a year?—I think I do, because 
there have been two or three instances of it around our place. 

21099. Would you mention them?—I know a case of two girls who 
support a grandmother and one child. They have been able to live 
entirely by their handicraft, and live well too, in a room. They support 
themselves, their grandmother, and a little boy. There are some articles 
that pay them better than others, but I should say that women who 
wrought anxiously would make from Is. to Is. 4d. a day. 

21100. Is that in the finer goods, or in the coarser kinds ?--—In the class 
of goods we deal in here. 

21101. Would a woman make that in home-spun clothing?—I don't 
think she would. There are certain women who have finer hands than 
others, and who cau do better knitting; people who do home-spun cannot 
do the finer work. 

21102. Fine spun fetches higher prices to the worker?—Yes. 
21103. Had you any statement to make yourself?—I did not come here 

intending to make any statement; I have no complaint to make. 
21104. Have the people beside you any complaint to make?—I am not 

aware of any. I think, generally speaking, the people in North Mavin 
are better off than those of any other parish I know of in Shetland. 

21105. The complaints that have been made to us to-day have been 
principally about high rents, do you bear any complaints about that?— 
I cannot say I hear many. It is mentioned, now and again, in poor 
years or when their earnings are not much, and they have hard times, 
and have to pay their rents; but in prosperous years they don't feel it. 

21106. In cases brought under your notice of complaints of this sort, 
have you had cause to think they were reasonable ?—-I think I have not 
heard any complaint at all. There is, however, one thing I could wish to 
state, and that is with regard to the Shetland crofters generally, and those 
of this parish particularly, if the crofters had continuous use of the 
scathold or commonty, as they are allowed here, and if they continue to 
get the privileges which they have now, with leases, and compensation for 
outlay, I think that is about all they require. As it is, there are large 
bounds of commonty in this parish, because the population is scattered 
along the sea-shore. I don't know if any person could really tell the 
number of square miles of commonty here, and any person can keep as 
much stock as they like and can attend to. The number is restricted very 
much according to what they can attend to in winter; they drop off in 
winter if they cannot attend to them—I mean with regard to sheep or 
ponies,—and of course an active farmer will have more than a man who is 
not active. 

21107. Mr Cameron.—What do you mean by continuous occupation of 
the scathold l—AN ell, in some parishes the scathold have been withdrawn, 
—in most of the parishes indeed ; and the proprietors have put palings 
round them. 

211OS. You mean restoration of scathold ?—Restoration to those from 
whom it has been taken. We hold—though we may be wrong—that the 
peasantry in Shetland had a right to the scathold, and that the landlord 
have no right to take it away. 

21109. I gather from your remark, that it would be better, instead of 
having a common use of scathold, that each tenant should be fixed to a 
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certain number?—Much better, it would equalise the ownership of the SHETLAND, 

general prosperity. HnààwH* 
21110 . So that one crofter should not be able to complain of any 

unfairness in the distribution of the common hill grazing?—Quite so, no George 
crofter can complain of his being excluded; if he is excluded it is want of Sinclair, 
being able to place stock on the commonty. 

21111. But you think it would be more desirable tha t each crofter 
should have a right to place so many, and tha t one should not be allowed 
to place twenty and another not able to have any a t a l l?—That is my 
opinion, 

21112. Was last year a bad season for crofters in the way of crops?— 
The crops were only fair, b u t the fishing was very good, and I th ink last 
year was a good season in this parish. 

21113. There was no failure of crops as there was in Scotland—no 
special failure?—No special failure ; the potatoes were almost a failure. 

21114. Are the potatoes an important crop in this country?—Very 
important on account of the shore fish always to be caught;—fish can be 
caught all the year r o u n d ; and the potatoes are an important crop, 
becuise the fish and potatoes make an excellent article of food. 

21115. D o the potatoes grow well in Shet land?—Very well, when there 
are sunny seasons. 

21116. D o the crofters renew the seed of their potatoes often?—They 
are not so thrifty that way as they should b e ; but the most intelligent 
portion of the population do, and the merchants, so far as I know, are 
very open to give them help tha t way. 

21117. Have you observed that where they employ fresh seed the 
potato crop of the following year is better than it was ?—It always is so in 
my own little farm. I change the seed and bring it in fresh, and I find 
the crops better in potatoes and also in oats. 

21118. How long does it take a Shetland woman to make one of the 
finest kinds of Shetland shawl?—I cannot speak definitely about that . I t 
is no t the lace shawls we do here, i t is wraps and warm underclothing. 

21119. In what part of Shetland do they make the best of these 
shawls ?—Unst and Lerwick. 

21120 . D o you know whether the demand for these fine goods is 
falling off or keeping as it was?— I t goes up and down according to 
supply and demand, I think there is still very good sale for the finest class 
of shawls. 

21121. D o you think more money is actually earned by making the 
class of goods you speak of in this district, or by the finer class of goods 
such as shawls 1—I cannot speak definitely with regard to the fine shawls, 
but so far as it has come under by observation, I th ink that it pays the 
knitters better to make the class of goods of which I spoke as being made 
here, because I have noticed particularly that women can earn what I have 
stated when they work regularly a t it. 

21122. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—According to what has been done in 
other places the scathold might be taken away from this parish, and you 
don't want tha t ?—No, we don' t want that . 

21123. Would you go a little further and say the scathold which was 
taken away in other parishes should be restored to the small tenants?— 
Yes, I would ; because there are one or two parishes, where I can say 
with assurance, they have lost their scathold and the crofters are in far 
worse circumstances. 

21124. You said a little ago, tha t the people in this place were much 
better off than in other parishes ?—Yes, generally. 

21125. And do you attr ibute that , to some extent, to their full 
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possession of the scat-hole? ground?—I do, and also to the open competition 
amongst the merchants, giving them every facility, and the highest prices 
possible. 

21126. With regard to the native wool, you say you buy it from Is. 
5d. to Is. 6d., and sell it at Is. 8d.?—Yes. 

21127. What clas3 of people are your purchasers of the wool?—The 
women who knit. 

21128. Chiefly those who knit?—Yea. 
21129. Not wholesale buyers ?—Oh no. 
21130. Do these people pay you down cash?—No. 
21131. What credit do you give them?—They pay for it with the 

goods they knit. 
21132. You take the goods from them ?—Yes. 
21133. Is there any difference in the class of native wool; is not what 

Ì3 called black or dark more vaulable than white?—The brown and murriat 
of various shades, and the gray of various shades—natural gray, grown on 
the sheep—are the most valuable. 

21134. What would you charge for that?—Just the same. Is. 8d. 
is only the picked stuff we sell to the women to knit with. 

21135. I suppose there are no large sheep farmers in this parish?— 
N o ; there are two or three enclosed places where there are a few black-
facjd and Cheviot sheep. 

21136. Are there any Cheviot3 at all ?—There is a small enclosure west 
in Esha Ness where there are a few; and there is a sheep farm at 
Tingwall, but the stock there are principally blackfaced. 

21137. But the system of large sheep farming does not prevail to any 
extent in the parish ?—No, it does not. 

21138. Is your parish a very large one?—It is about twenty-four miles 
long by twelve wide, taking it at the extremities. 

21139. Are you the person referred to by the previous witne3s as 
having taken a lease of Ollaberry ?—Yes, of the business premises, and a 
small farm, and so on. 

21140. What rent do you pay ?—I pay about £26, I think, of rent for 
the farm, and I pay so much for the business premises. 

21141. In your lease are there any conditions of a stringent or arbitrary 
character imposed upon you ?—No. 

21142. When you took your lease had you any difficulty in accepting 
the conditions laid upon you?—They were not so just, perhaps, or so 
liberal as I would have liked, but that is more a question of pounds, 
shillings, and pence. I must say that I think the rent dear; but I was no 
way bound to take it, it was quite optional. 

21143. You mentioned two girls who supported not only themselves, but 
some relative by their industry, to what class in life do these girls belong?— 
To the crofter class. I just instanced them, but there are more of the 
same class. There is a young woman who supports her mother in the 
same way; and there are various other cases I could name. 

21144. And all belonging to the crofter class?—Yes. 
21145. I presume the women in your parish are very industrious?— 

They are very industrious; I think they do their part in the way of 
earning too. The greatest drawbacks is that there is very little employ­
ment for the men unless during three months of the summer, and only 
occasional employment then. There are four months in the year when 
they have not much work to do. 

21146. How do you suggest that should be remedied—what could be 
got for them ?—Nothing better than encouragement to work on their own 
crofts. 
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211-17. Give them something to do on their crofts 1—A great many of SHETLAND. 
their crofts are large enough, but the proprietors might give them something " 
to encourage them to work upon them. There is very litle work done on H l L ^ ^ I C S -
the crofts just now. Georce 

21148. Do you attr ibute tha t non-improvement to some ex tent or Sinclair, 
altogether to the want of leases or encouragement 1—That is what they 
say. They don't care about working to a n o t h e r ; b u t I cannot recall an 
instance where a man ha3 spent a good deal of labour on his croft, and 
been set adrift. 

21149. You know the case of the man who has jus t preceded you— 
what his father d i d ? — I know the man, bu t I do not know what he did 
to his croft. 

21150 . But from your observation, and knowledge of the men generally 
of this parish, do you think if they did get what they want,—some 
security that they would not be dispossessed or got compensation for any 
improvements—that they would work during their idle time Ì—I am sure 
they would. I have expended about £ 4 0 0 , simply because I had a lease; 
if I had not had a lease I could not have done that , and I would not. 
But I must say it has been with a sort of selfish end, because it was with 
a view to help forward my own business while it was improving the land, 
and I should think they would be of the same way of thiuking. 

21151. Is there any difficulty in persons like you of being able to purchase 
a small property where you could carry on your own business Ì—That is 
the great difficulty. I don't believe I could get an inch of ground to 
purchase where I should like to plant my business round the whole of 
Shetland. There may be spots to be got, but not what would suit a 
business man, or any, very few. 

21152. D o you mean tha t they are really not in the market, or tha t 
exorbitant terms are asked ?—They are not in the market at all. 

21153. Does that remark apply pret ty generally to the whole of 
Shetland 1—I think it applies to the whole coast. 

21154. A n d tha t has a tendency to stifle t r ade?— I t doe3 stifle 
enterprise, and retard progress very much. 

21155. D o you think tha t if the land were more free and open than it 
is, that with the improvement in the fishing during the past few 
years, great progress might be made in Shetland *?—Very great indeed. 
There are facilities for leasing the fishing stations, but there is a good deal 
of restriction about tbem. However, a great many of them have been 
taken up. 

21156. Notwithstanding these disadvantages'?—Yes. 
21157. But they are only leased under restrictions 1—Leased under 

restriction. 
21158. The Chairman.—Can you imagine that , if encouragement were 

given to small tenants, any would be found desirous to purchase the property 
of their holdings with the consent of the proprietors ?—There might in 
some of the par ishes ; bu t I don't think there ,would be much of t ha t 
here in the case of the crofters. 

21159. Did you ever hear any desire or aspiration expressed on the part 
of the crofting class to become proprietors in fee simple ?—I cannot say I 
ever d i d ; not to such an extent as to strike me that it was a desire on 
their part. 

211 GO. When you speak of the fine underclothing which is produced 
here, do you refer to fine hand-knitted underclothing 1—I do. 

21161. There lias been no introduction of machinery whatever ?—No, 
not in underclothing; there is no power in the islands. 

21162. There is no water power1?—No, nor steam power. 
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SHETLAND. 211G3. Do you think that the quality of the underclothing produced by 
the people here, by the process of hand-knitting, is decidedly superior to 

HiLLswicK, m a c k i n e w u r k of the same sort ?—Intrinsically it is not so valuable ; but 
George there is a superiority about it, that takes the taste of the better classes, and 

Sinclair. so the trade moves on. 
2116L It is a fancy preference 1—Yes, we seek to place those goods in 

the bauds of the people who can buy them as a luxury. 
211G5. Is there plenty of raw material, or, if you had more could you 

develope the manufacture1!—The hosiery is a very limited trade. I think 
it has been extended as far as it can be made profitable. It degenerates 
when it becomes too much; in other words, when women get set on to 
work at it who cannot do it, so as to produce more goods, we find it does 
not do so well. 

21166. Has this industry, carried on in the cottages, any bad effect 
upon the health of the women ?—I don't think so. 

21167. They do a great deal out of doors'!—Yes, they have to get out 
door work in some shape or form. They have fuel to cure and cany, and 
they have all got some farm work to do, more or less, and when their 
husbands are away at a distance fishing they have to visit them. 

21168. Did you ever see the distaff used, or always the wheel1?—It is 
the spinning wheel which is used. 

21169. You never saw a distaff?—No. 
21170. Do you know whether that was used in former times?—I don't 

know the machine by that term. 
21171. A stick with wool at the top of it and twisted by the hand? 

—I think I have seen my grandfather spinning tethers out of horse hair 
that way. But it is a very rough sort of yarn that should be spun that 
way. 

21172." You never saw yarn spun that way ?—No, not wool. 
21173. Professor Machinnon.—When you said that you wished to see 

the scathold restored to the people, you stated that the people here 
believed they had the right to that scathold, and that the proprietors 
were not entitled to keep it from them ?—That is the general belief 
among the crofters and tenantry. 

2117L Upon what is that belief founded?—I daresay it is founded on 
this—that some of the proprietors would have a difficulty in proving their 
titles to all the ground they assume they possess, and another reason is that 
from time immemorial the people have had the use of it, and it has been 
an understood thing that they were to have the scathold with the croft, 
because the crofts could not keep their-families without the scathold. 

21175. Do they consider they have a firmer right to this scathold than 
to the arable portion of the land ?—Yes, they do, it appears that it* 
name would imply that—a commonty for the common people. 

21176. When rent is charged for a croft, is it considered that so much 
is paid for the arable land, and so much for the commonty, or is it that so 
much is paid for arable ground, and, as a matter of right, so much commonty 
goes along with it 1—It lies between the proprietor and tenant to properly 
define that. Say a small croft is vacant, and that there are two or three 
applications fur it, the factor naturally chooses the man who, he thinks, 
will suit him best. Rent was fixed very much according to the locality— 
that is its nearness to good scathold—and so, looking at it that way, it 
would appear that the whole pasture was taken into account in fixing the 
rent. But generally speaking, the rent is fixed according to the supposed 
value of the arable land in the holding. 

21177. And when one gets a piece of arable ground he is entitled to a 
bit of commonty along with it I----Yes. 
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21178. Without any separate rent1?—Yes, it is the accepted understand- SHETLAND, 
ing always. 

21179. And that right is not limited to the amount of stock the croft H lLLSWICg-
will winter?—-Yes; and sometimes the scathold is too heavily stocked, and George 
nature rights itself by clearing them off. Sinclair. 

21180. Suppose the head of a family to have no arable land at all, does 
he believe he has any right, in any shape or form, to a portion of this 
Scathold ?—No, I don't think so—that is a man without a croft—no, I 
don't believe that. But at the same time he is not prevented from keep­
ing stock—on the commonty, either by the tenants or by the proprietor. 

21181. In the belief of the people it would seem that their right to a 
portion of the commonty is dependent upon their having a croft?—Quite 
so, so far as I understand. 

21182. But as a matter of actual fact, a person who has no croft is not 
prevented from having sheep upon the commonty ?—He is not. 

21183. I suppose there are not many cases of people without crofts?— 
Very few. 

21181. Are there cases of some people without crofts having stock 
upon this commonty ?—A few solitary cases. 

21185. Chiefly of sheep ?—Chiefly a few solitary sheep—a few solitary 
cases—but not to such an extent as to be taken notice of. 

21186. You stated that when you sold wool to the country people they 
paid you back in goods. I suppose they could pay ÌD money if they 
wished ?—I would prefer that, but they cannot. 

21187-88. You attributed the improved condition of the people 
partly to successful years, and partly to the open competition in trade. 
I suppose, practicaUy, the trade is now quite all over the place ?— 
Yes. 

21189. And a fair share of the improved condition of the people is to 
be attributed to that ?—Yes, a fair share is certainly due to the merchants 
and open trade. 

21190. There is more ready monev among the people, so that they can 
go to any merchant they choose ?—Yes, generally speaking, they can go, 
and do go, to any merchant with whom they can make the best bargain 
or whom they prefer. 

21191. Last year was a good year, and fully better than the average?— 
It was. 

21192. At settling time last year had a fair number of those who 
fished for you a balance upon their side ?—Yes, last year, except in one 
case, they all had money to get. One of my boat's crews, the little open 
boats, which are now despised—carried away within a few shillings of 
£100 of cash after paying all expenses. But that was an exceptionally 
prosperous fishing. Nevertheless, all the others had money to get. 

21193. They got nearly £100 at settling time after all the accounts 
of the season were equalised ?—Yes, the crew which had the best fishing. 

21194. This was white fishing?—Just for the three months in summer 
of ling fishing. p 

21195. The previous witness stated that they paid ready money for the 
fishing received, except during these three months; is that the common 
practice ?—Yes, it is. 

21196. What kind offish is got during the winter and in the early 
spring months, when the people fish nearer the shore ?—Shore fish,—cod 
and ling, and tusk. 

21197. The same as during summer but less of it?—-Yes; they go to 
the deep sea fishing in summer, and lie at out-stations, and we take the 
fish from them and cure them at out-stations. 

4 Q 
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SHETLAND. 21198. flow do you use the fish you pay ready money f o r i — W e salt 
them down, and dry them in spr ing; we take our chance of them. W e 

[LL&)v . w o u j ^ rather there wa3 a fixed price all the year round, but the fishermen 
George won't do that. For instance, the price of ling in spring from the men in 

Sinclair. large boats is, I think, about 8s. a cwt., and I would gladly pay that price 
to my men jus t now if they would take it. But I have no doubt they will 
get 9s. or more when they settle. 

21199. Pe r cwt.?—Yes. I t is a feeling of confidence which exists 
Detween the men and the curer. 

21200 . Sir Kenneth Mackenzie.—The price is fixed at the end of the 
season according to the rate a t which you can sell the fish—if you get a 
high price you give them a high price?—Yes. I t takes so much wet fish 
to make a ton of dried fish, and the prices are calculated that way, and 
the expenses of curing being taken off, the men get much about what is 
realised. Sometimes a merchant has a small commission, and sometimes 
he gets very little. But the men are not bound to deal, so far as I know, 
with any curer, even during the summer months. Fo r instance last 
season I had three open boats fishing at Vidlon, and I sent out a good 
many stores, but it seems they required more, and they purchased things 
from other people, and I paid about £ 3 0 of cash to these men to clear 
them out with other places, so that they might be quits with everybody 
for the summer's work. 

21201. The Chairman.—You stated that you had leased a small farm? 
— Y e s ; it was leased along with the premises. 

21202. Of what area is the fa rm?—I can only speak at a guess ; it has 
never been measured by me. I should think the arable land is about sixteen 
acres, perhaps ; and then, there is pasture ground besides, perhaps about 
fourteen or sixteen acres more. 

21203. You took this lease for your own personal convenience, and not 
for the sake of making sub-tenancies?—For my own convenience, and 
keeping up a supply of milk and vegetables, and also a pony for riding 
or driving. 

21204. Have you established anything like a vegetable garden or 
kitchen garden in which you could raise better vegetables ?—No, we can 
grow very good early cabbages and turnips, but it is not a growing district. 
But I am a working sort of man, and cannot afford to spend t ime in fancy 
work. My neighbour—our minister—grows very good strawberries in his 
garden. 

21205. And can you grow good carrots, turnips, and pease, and other 
vegetables ?—Yes, all the ordinary vegetables used. 

21206. D o the proprietors ever make new arable ground out of the 
scathold and the crofts in tha t way ?—No, the proprietor don't do i t ; bu t 
sometimes men who have some spirit and friends at tempt to do it. 
Suppose a young man marries and don't wish to leave the country, if he 
has a good will and good courage he may get a patch of ground and hill 
pasture, and by and by work it into a very good croft; but i t is his own 
labour that does it, the proprietors don't seek to ex tend the arable 
ground. 

21207. But what I want to arrive at is this,—is there a good deal of 
ground in the scathold which is susceptible of improvement as arable 
g round ; or is the good arable ground all already taken up in tha t way?— 
In places, there is a good deal of hill or common pasture tha t could be 
made good growing land by drainage and cultivation. 

21208. Supposing tha t the proprietor wishes to promote the extension 
of the arable ground on the scathold, has he the right to do tha t without 
the conseut of those who have the claim to the commonty—can he do it 
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HlLLSWICK. 

George 
Sinclair. 

of his own will, or must he have the permission of the shareholders. SHETLAND. 
There is no accepted claim from the neighbouring proprietors; anything 
done in that way it is expected will be looked into at the common division 
of the whole scathold, which is always held in abeyance, as far as this 
parish is concerned. 

21209. But it is not common to form new crofts upon the scathold 1— 
No. 

21210. Sir Kenneth Mackenzie.—May anybody settle upon the scathold 
and take in land?—No. 

21211. What do you call outset?—That is what Lord Napier has been 
asking about, whether a man can get a piece of commonty marked out for 
him, and be allowed to settle down on it, and make it into a farm. 

21212. Who gives him the privilege ?—For instance, if a man wants an 
outset in Ollaberry, and Mr Anderson of Hillswick chooses to give it him 
he may do so. 

21213. Out of the acathold 1—Yes, and the same way with Busta, if it 
is near the township. 

Rev. JAMES FRASER, Minister of the Congregational Church, Sulem 
(70)—examined. 

21214. T/ie Chairman.—Is your communion a very numerous one in 
these islands ?—Not very numerous. 

21215. From what date has it existed?—I am not able to fix the 
precise date. I think it is just about as old as the century. 

21216. Under whose influence was it established?—Under the 
influence of the late brothers, Robert and James Haldane. 

21217. And since their death it has supported itself?—Yes. 
21218. Do you stand in immediate connection with the English 

congregations in the same communion ?—Not in immediate connection, 
but pretty close. 

21219. Is the Scotch Congregationalist Church a separate organisation? 
—Scarcely. They are very nearly amalgamated, but there are some 
slight differences. 

21220. Do you receive any pecuniary assistance or encouragement 
from your English co-religionists ?—Not at all. 

21221. They don't do anything for the Northern churches?—There 
may be individual cases of assistance in building churches, but thsre is 
nothing done systematically. 

21222. You don't depend upon your richer brethren in London at all? 
—No, certainly not. 

21223. How long have you been settled here?—.Since 1847. 
21224. And in what class of people does your strength lie—are your 

adherents among the crofting population and fishermen ? —Yes. 
21225. The lower class—the labouring people?—Yes. 
21226. Since you have been here do you think the condition of the 

people has been improving physically and morally ?—Yes, I think it has. 
The improvement is slow, but I think it is visible. 

21227. Sheriff Nicolson.—Are you a native of this island?—Yes. 
21228. Then, you are well acquainted with the inhabitants and their 

customs ?—Yes, I think so. 
21229. And do you think, on the whole, their living is as good now as 

it was before or better?—I think it is better on the whole. 
21230. Is there any difference in their moral conduct, for which I 

Rev. James 
Fraser. 



1348 Highlands and Islands Commission. 

SHETLAND, think they have been always honourably distinguished?—I think they 
H have improved considerably in morals since I can remember. 

v" 21231. Intemperance has never been one of their vices ?—No, not as a 
Rev. James rule. There have been some cases in the island, but it is not geueraL 

Fraser. 212.32. There are no public houses in this parish1?—No. 
21233. Has that always been the case?—-Well, I think it has always 

been much the same as it is. 
21234. Is that ever felt to be a grievance 1—Not at all. 
21235. You mean by natives?—I don't think it is felt to be a 

grievance. 
21236. Don't strangers find it a grievance?—I don't know what they 

feel. 
21237. It has never been the custom here so much as in the Hebrides, 

for young men to go south to work in the harvest ?—No, the young men 
here mainly go to sea. 

21238. And the young women don't go away?—They go south and 
take service. 

21239. Have they been always in the habit of doing so to any great 
extent ?—No, only lately. There were very few going south when I 
remember first; but they go very largely now. 

21240. Has that any influence for good or evil on their character?—I 
could not say. Some of the men that go to sea improve their condition 
very much, and a number of them become masters, mates, and officers. 

21241. But as regards the young men in particular?—I am not so well 
acquainted with the circumstances of the young men in regard to that. I 
don't think there is a great deal of improvement. 

21242. Has there been any great progress in education within your 
recollection here ?—There has been. 

21243. How many schools were there when you came here?—There 
was the Parochial school, and others were got up by private individuals, 
or by public subscriptions. I don't remember that there was any other 
fixed school, but that of the Society for the Promotion of Christian 
Knowledge at Esha Ness. 

21244. There were a number of places far removed from school?—Yes, 
a number. 

21245. And now there is a sufficient number of schools within reach of 
all children fit to go ?—Yes, but some have a considerable distance to go 
still. 

21246. Have any to go more than three miles?—I think there are 
some that have fully three miles to go; and the difficulty is increased by 
the want of roads, and the existence of burns over which there are no 
bridges. And in the winter time the children are not able to go through 
the marshy ground without wetting their feet and being exposed to danger 
by afterwards sitting in school during the day. That has a considerable 
effect in lessening the attendance at school. 

21247. The people of these islands are naturally of a religious dis­
position ?—Yes, they are naturally morally disposed. 

21248. Do you find in that respect there is any falling off from their 
old feelings ?—I cannot say I do. 

21249. Do they attend ordinances as well as they used to do?—Yes, 
they do; there may be individual cases of falling off and neglect, but the 
people generally attend. 

21250. Do you know of anything in the circumstances of the people 
making it necessary for this Commission to come here?—I think it is 
possible some advantage may be reaped by the people from this Commis­
sion—at least I hope so. 
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21251. Do you think there are any serious matters of complaiut which SHETLAND, 
it would be well that the Government and the public should know of 1— „ ~ ~7 
The principal matters of complaint have been referred to before—the 
system that prevails beteen landlord and tenant—the tenant at will Bev. James 
system—the tenant may be turned off on forty days' warning. Then Praaer. 
there is no compensation for improvement; and that having existed 
from time immemorial has almost blotted out the disposition to improve, 
and consequently improvement has almost stopped. There are a great 
many improvements which might be carried out if there were fixity of 
tenure and compensation for improvements. That grievance, I think, is 
universally felt throughout the Shetland Islands. The existing state of 
matters is not owing to the present proprietors or factors; it has always 
been the same. At every reference I make to improvement, I am met 
by this, that they have no security and no prospect of compensation; 
and the result is that the people spend many days in idleness when they 
might be improving their small crofts and making them better for them­
selves and the people. 

21252. Mr Cameron.—Would the people be satisfied with compensa­
tion without security, if they got it?—-I think they would do a great deal 
which they don't do now. 

21253. Are you aware that there is a bill before Parliament providing 
for compensation for improvement?—I am aware of that. 

21254. What number of years' lease do yon thiuk the people would be 
satisfied with ?—I thiuk a lease for nineteen or twenty-one years. 

21255. Are the conditions in regard to houses satisfactory between 
landlord and tenant just now?—That would be settled according to the 
Other conditions of the lease. 

21256. Who repairs the people's houses now—landlord or tenant?— 
Sometimes the one and sometimes the other ; generally the landlord if it 
is any great repair. 

21257. That is the custom of the country?—Yes, generally. 
21258. I suppose there have not been many evictions on a large scale in 

these islands ?—To some extent, but not upon a large scale. 
21259. Have there been any in this parish at all?—No, not what may 

be properly called evictions; none since I came to the parish. 
21260. You have heard of none amongst the people with whom you 

have been coming into contact 1—No. There have been some proprietors 
laying down grazing parks, but, generally speaking, some provision has 
been made for the tenants. 

21261. Supposing leases were granted to the crofters would you make 
any reduction for loss of common pasture or scathold ?—I would very much 
like if there was a right understanding about that ; at present there is no 
proper understanding about it. The people have always had the right to 
the pasture here, and that has not been interfered with ; but in other 
parishes it has been taken from the people, and there is still an 
understanding that they have a right to it, and that creates a great deal of 
heart-burning and dissatisfaction, and makes the conditon of the people 
worse than it would otherwise be. 

21262. But with regard to these parishes where the scathold has not been 
taken away, and where the conditions under which the cattle, ponies, and 
sheep are grazed are satisfactory ?—There have been some questions about 
that ; but the conditions are tolerably satisfactory. One thing, however, 
is that the people do not know how long the existing state of things may 
last, and no doubt a better arrangement or distribution might be made. 
There have been several questions put about the dissatisfaction of some of 
the tenants with regard to others having stock on the hill pasture, and not 



1350 Highlands and Islands Commission. 

SHETLAND, allowing them the same chance, and some better arrangement about that 
should be made. 

MILLSWICK. 21263. Have you any suggestion to make which you think would meet 
Rev. James w i - u 'he approval of the people ?—I have not, because, although I have 

Fraser. conversed with the people about it they have never suggested anything 
that might be an improvement; but I should think—and I have 
suggested to the factor himself—that if so many sheep were aUowed the 
tenant for each £ of rent, the tenants who have more might be taxed for 
their over stock. 

21264. What do you mean by taxed?—That they should pay so much 
for the sheep. In some places in Shetland the people pay as much as a 
shilling per head. 

21265. By a tax you mean something added to the rent?—That so 
much should be paid for every sheep—added to the rent could that 
arrangement be simply and easily carried out?—It might be for ought I 
know. 

21266. You are aware that in Scotland the practice on the crofting 
farms is to have a certain stock called the summing, which every crofter 
is entitled to, put upon the common pasture ?—I think something of that 
kind would be judicious and right. At the present time there is a 
misunderstanding on the subject I t seems to stand in this way: the 
tenant is very apt to look at it from the custom which has existed from 
time immemorial. When, for instance, you see advertisements of land to 
be sold, it is spoken of as so many acres or merks of arable laud with the 
right of so much hill pasture. The hill pasture is not properly bought, 
but it enhances the value of the arable land, and from time immemorial 
the tenant has held the arable land and so much hill pasture;—it may be 
mentioned or it may be not. It was not paid for per se, but it was held 
under scathold, and was held to enhance the value of the arable land. 
Now, in many cases, it is taken from the tenants, and they are told they 
are to pay for nothing but what is within the arable land. They don't 
believe that, and hence the heart-burning and dissatisfaction which 
prevail. That does not exist here, but nobody knows how soon a change 
may take place. 

21267. Have you heard that a crofter with a large scathold has a fear 
of selling a beast or sheep to any neighbour ?—I have heard that. 

21268. Do you know why it is so?—I don't know. I believe in some 
places it is something like a superstitious fear that it will take away the 
luck; but I am not aware of that existing in my own neighbourhood, nor 
do I think it exists in this parish. I think any person here would sell to 
anj' one else, whether a neighbour or not. 

21269. If he got a good price he would put the luck on one side?—I 
have no doubt of it. But I have known places in Shetland where the 
people would not do that. I think, however, that superstition ia 
passing away mostly everywhere. 

21270. Sir Kenneth Mackenzie.—When a man has a large stock is he 
not jealous of his neighbours?—That, I believe, arises from the depravity 
of human nature. 

21271. The grazing on the scathold is limited, and if everybody held a 
big stock he would not fare so well?—No, certainly not. 

21272. The Chairman.—Suppose that in the township the scathold has 
been nearly fully occupied by two or three of the richer or more fortunate 
tenants, and that there are two or three poorer who have got none or only 
a few animals between them, and suppose these poor tenants become 
a little better off and are able to put more stock, and wish to have their 
fair share upon the ground, have they any means of reducing the stock of 
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their richer neighbours, and of get t ing their own stock pu t on the SHETLAND, 
scathold ?—No, not so far as I know. 

21273 . Such a case must surely have ar i sen , what do they d o ? — H l L L S W - C K -
They do nothing, so far as I am aware. That is a th ing which I th ink Rev_ j a m i . s 

the proprietor should put right. Fraser. 
21274. They don't appeal to the proprietor about it ?—They may speak 

about it, but there is very seldom any interference upon his part. 
21275. Is there any rumour of any intention upon the part of the 

factor to form a farm out of the scathold ?—No, I don't th ink there is. 
21276. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—There are several proprietors in this 

parish ?—Yes. 
21277. And I suppose what you state is something like th is—that 

although the state of the crofters at present is fairly good compared with 
other parts of Shetlaud, yet their future is very doubtful ?—That is what 
I mean. And, therefore, their state is not satisfactory. I t is not satis­
factory. 

21278. And improvements are, to a great extent, at a stand still ?—At a 
complete stand still. 

21279. You said that, some t ime ago, there were no t so many young 
women going to service in the south as now ?—Yes. 

21280 . W h a t is the reason for t h a t ; is it because the people are poorer 
and the young people are obliged to leave their homes ?—I don't th ink 
s o ; I can hardly tell the reason. 

21281. But you would not put it upon the score that their families at 
home are poorer than they used to be ?—No, I rather put it upon this, 
that they are anxious to improve their condition—more anxious than they 
were perhaps fifty years ago. 

21282. Professor Mackinnon.—Do you know of any case of the hill 
being overstocked ?—I do not think it is overstocked. They generally 
find the remedy for overstocked pasture in a severe winter. 

21283. That is, the stock will be lost ?—Yes. 
21284. The winter comes and reduces the stock to very satisfactory 

dimensions ?—Yes. 
21285. But it is just as hard upon the one who has few as upon the 

one who has many ?—Yes, tha t is the worst of it. 
21286. So tha t there is no limit or equality of stock in respect of the 

capacity of the croft for wintering stock ?—Yes, there is inequality, and 
there always must be for various reasons. 

21287. And you would approve of the practice we have in Scotland to 
prevent tha t—tha t every man should have a right to so much either in 
proportion to his arable land ; or in proportion to his rent—a definite 
fixed thing ?•—Yes, I should like some definite fixed thing. 

21288. And while adding an additional rent for additional stock would 
you make a reduction for a reduced stock ?—I think: so. 

21289. The one would carry the o the r?—I don't know that the 
additional rent would be very acceptable. I think their rent is generally 
as high as it should be. 

21290 . The practice in Scotland very often is, that when one has over 
stock he pays to his neighbour who has a reduced stock ?—Matters are 
very different indeed from what I remember in tha t respect. 

21291. In what respect?—There is a greater equality now than there 
used to be forty or fifty years ago. 

21292. So tha t matters are improving as it is?—Yes, as regards 
equality and stock on the pasture. 

21293. Tlie Chairman.—I think you said that if a man kept more than 
his legitimate share he ought to pay a small rent for the number of sheep 
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SHETLAND, to the landlord—would it not be more equitable that he should pay to 
his neighbour who has a deficient stock '.--—Far more ; but the difficulty 

HILLSWICK. w o u ] d b e t Q g e t t h a f c s e t t l e d _ 

Rev. James 21294. Professor Mackmnon.—The people should see to it that the one 
Fraser. who has too much should pay to the one who has deficient stock ?—Yes. 

21295. But you think the thing is more or less improving itself now ] 
—Yes, it is very largely. 

JOHN MACPHERSON, Farmer, Islesburgh (32)—examined. 

John 2129G. Mr Cameron.—What part of the parish is your farm situated 
Macpherson. j n 9—A.t the southern extremity. 

21297. Who is your landlord?—My farm is on the Busta Estate. 
21298. Do you come here to represent any one but yourself?—No. 
21299. How do you come to be here?—I have been asked to give 

evidence since I came into the meeting. 
21300. Wrhat is the size of your farm?—I think I have about twenty 

acres under cultivation. 
21301. And how much hill pasture ?—I cannot say exactly. I have a 

lease. 
21302. To how many acres does the hill pasture extend—is it scathold 

right ?—No. 
21303. How many acres are there?—From 500 to 600. 
21304. What class of stock do you keep?—Blackfaced and Cheviot in 

sheep. 
21305. How do you manage to keep them separate?-—I never attempt 

to keep them separate. 
21306. Is it a ewe stock ?—Partly. 
21307. Is the ewe stock blackfaced?—Partly blackfaced and partly 

Cheviot. 
21308. Do you let the ewes run together ?—Yes, unless I think proper 

to keep them separate for some purpose which I think might be of 
advantage, 

21309. What do you do with the lambs—are they grazed?—Some of 
them; but I generally sellthem to some person or ship them on my own 
account to the southern market. 

21310. Which kind do you find thrives best?—That is sometimes a 
matter of opinion; one man might have one opinion, and another a 
different opinion; but both kinds, I think thrive in a fair way in 
Shetland. 

21311. Do you keep any cows?—Yes. 
21312. What kind ?—Southern crossed with Shetland. 
21313. Do you find that answers?—Yes. 
21314. Do you house them in winter ?—Yes. 
21315. Would it answer if you did not house them in winter?—No, 

certainly not. 
21316. Therefore that breed would not suit the poorer tenants ?—No, 

or they would need to keep fewer of them and feed them much better. 
21317. When you house them you feed them of course ?—Yes. 
21318. Have you crofters or large farmers as neighbours?—Chiefly 

crofters. 
21319. WThat kind of cattle do they keep?—Chiefly native Shetland 

cattle. 
21320. Do they house them in winter1?—Yes. 
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21321. Wrhat do they feed them on %--Straw and cabbage as long as SHETLAND, 
they have them. 

21322. They would have no means of feeding a better kind of cow?— H lLLSWIOg-
Not unless they kept much fewer of them. Sometimes they graze them a John 
little. Maepberson. 

21323. In your opinion could the crofters keep on their common 
grazing the same class of blackfaced sheep as you do1?—Yes, if they 
would keep fewer of them. 

21324. You think the animals would thrive if there were not too 
many ?—Quite so. 

21325. Are you acquainted with other parts of Shetland beyond this 
particular island ?—Not to a great extent. I am a stranger here ; it is 
only four years since I came here ; I came from the mainland of Scotland. 

21326. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—From what part of Scotlaud ?— 
Forfarshire. 

21327. Sir Kenneth Mackenzie.—Have you any right to scathold land 
near you?—Not according to my lease. My predecessor, I believe, 
claimed a right to it. 

21328. Do you know if the 500 acres of your farm ever formed part of 
the scathold Ì-—I believe they did. 

21329. Have you heard if it caused any dissatisfaction to your crofter 
neighbours when that part was cut off the scathold ?—No, it is an 
isolated part almost surrounded by the sea. 

21330. So that they would not have got much advantage from it ?—If 
they had it, with the rest of the property, it would have been an 
advantage ; but I don't think the want of it hurts them. 

21331. Is cabbage a crop largely grown in Shetland I—Yes, to a certain 
extent. 

21332. In place of turnips I—Yes, turnips are not grown to any large 
extent by the crofters. 

21333. What kind of cabbage is grown1?—I suppose it is a kind 
belonging to Shetland—what is called Shetland kail. 

21334. Is it Scotch kail or drumhead %--Drumhead. 
21335. Have you anything to remark about the grievances of the people 

here?—No, I might, perhaps, pass an opinion upon the scathold. I 
think, in the first place, there ought to be a division of the scathold 
between the heritors; and in the next place, in my opinion, the crofters 
would be benefited if they were limited to a certain number of sheep 
stock. It could easily be ascertained what stock each proprietor scathold 
would keep, and then it could be ascertained how many could be allotted 
to each holding, to keep them comfortable. According to the present 
state of things, in my opinion, if a bad winter came, a person owning 100 
or 300 sheep might lose the half of them. 

21336. In fact, there is great waste from the present mode of stocking 
the scathold ?—Yes, it leads to overstocking and death. 

21337. The Chairman.—Is your farm fenced ?—It is fenced chiefly by 
the sea, and what is not so fenced is enclosed by stone dykes. 

21338. Is there any portion of your grazing which might be converted 
into arable land ?—Not much of mine; but on other parts there is a great 
deal of land which might be brought under cultivation. 

21339. Is the system of tile subsoil draining practised in this parish ? 
—Not to my knowledge. 

21340. You never saw a tile drain in this parish?—No, I don't think 
so. 

21341. Is any lime imported ?—They burn lime in this parish to get a 
supply for building houses. 
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SHETLAND. 21342. Do they find limestone in the parish, or do they burn shells?— 
_ •"" They get limestone in Delting. 

' 21343. Do they burn it with peat?—Yes. 
John 21344. Is lime extensively used?—Only for building and repairing 

Macpherson. houses ? 
21345. I t is not used for cultivation?—Not to my knowledge. 
21346. You never saw a ton of lime laid on the land in this parish? — 

No, I never did. 
21347. Would it be beneficial to this soil?—Yes, I think it would, I 

have thought of trying it. 
21348. Are there any stipulations in your lease about improving?— 

No, and no compensation clause. 
21349. Did the landlord place the building in good order?—They were 

in a fair state of repair, and I am obliged to leave them in that state of 
repair or something nearly approaching to i t ; something might be allowed 
for natural decay. 

2135Q. If you had a claim for compensation would you be inclined to 
lay out something in improvements ?—Certainly, I have improved a good 
deal without a claim for compensation or any expectation of getting it. 

21351. What is the duration of your lease ì—It was an old lease I took 
up, and there were eight years to run when I got it. 

21352. How many years are there remaining to run?—Four, I think. 

[ADJOURNED.] 

FOULA, SHETLAND, WEDNESDAY, JULY 18, 1883. 

Present:— 

Sir KENNETH S. MACKENZIE, Bart., Chairman. 
DONALD CAMERON, Esq. of Lochiel, M.P. 
C. FRASER-MACKINTOSH, Esq., M.P. 
Sheriff NICOLSON, LL.D. 
Professor MACKINNON, M.A. 

ROBERT GEAR, Catechist (50)—examined. 

(See Appendix J, LIU.) 

21353. Sir Kenneth Mackenzie.—You are catechist at Foula in connec­
tion with the Established Church ?—Yes. 

2135L How long have you been catechist here?—I will have been 
eleven years in the island in November. 

21355. Did the people of Foula know that this Commission was coming 
here ?—Yes, it was explained to them. 

21356. Did they elect anybody to represent them ?—Yes ; they elected 
another person and me to represent them, but the other man is not 
here. 

21357. Will he be here to-day?—I think not; but there is one here, 
David Hendry, to take his place. 

21358. Wrho is the man who was elected along with you Ì—Andrew 
Robertson, but he told me on Sabbath that he would not be here. 

21359. Have you got any statement to make?—Yes. Several meetings 

SHETLAND. 

FOULA. 

Robert 
Gear. 



Minutes of Evidence. 1355 

were held, and at one of these on 12th J u n e Mr Morrison submitted a SHETLAND. 
statement which he had prepared as directed by a previous meeting. — 
' T h e meeting discussed and adopted the statement, paragraph by A ' 
' paragraph, and thereafter cordially and unanimously adopted it as a Robert 
' faithful expression of their wishes, and having signed it, directed Gear. 
' the delegates to lay said statement before the Royal Commission.' 
'Statement by the Crofters in the island of Foula to the Royal Com-
' m/'.-'•• on. /o r lli;/]d(uuh and Inlands. The statement is as t Ù.OW8-:-—1. 
1 This island lies out in the A t lant ic about sixteen miles from the 
1 mainland of Shetland . All is owned by R. F . C. Scott, Esq. of Melby, and 
' Mr James Garriock, Reawick, is factor. The population is 275 and the 
' number of crofts 40 . 2. W e would respectfully submit tha t our rents 
' are excessive and out of all proportion either to the value of what t h e 
' soil can produce or to the value of land in the rich farming districts of 
' Scotland. "We are unable to state the exact sum paid by each of us as 
' rent, as the public burdens (poor, school, &c. rates) are collected along 
' with the rent, and we get no receipts, but as nearly as we can calculate 
' the best portion of the isle is rented at over 25s. an acre for arable land 
' (including right to hill pasture). The soil is very poor and exhausted, 
' and owing to the peculiar position of the island a large part of the crop 
' is often either blasted by the sea or shaken and destroyed by violent 
1 gales. W e have calculated that on an average our crops do not provide 
' us in bread for more than from four and a half to five months in the year ; 
' all the rest Ave must buy. In recent years rents have faUen in Scotland ; 
' here no man ever heard of rent decreasing. I t has been rising, rising, 
' rising for generations. Whenever church or manse repairs are executed 
' in Walls there is an increase of rent all over the Melby estate to cover the 
' cost, and this remains till the nex t repairs are called for when increase 
' No . 2 is made in addition to increase No. 1. The manse of Wralls was 
1 built about 1867. Most of us have paid 10s. a year since towards its 
' cost, and there is no indication of the charge ceasing. There is no work 
' to be had in the island, we must depend on the sea for our (often 
' precarious enough) means of ex is tence; and we respectfully submit that 
' it is entirely unjust for us to be charged rents which our crofts cannot 
' produce, but which must be fished out of the sea. Even were our rents 
' more equitable we should still be placed at a disadvantage—our situation 
' compelling us to sell in the cheapest aud buy in the dearest market. ' 

213GO. It is stated tha t you have to buy in the dearest and sell in the 
cheapest marke t : can you explain that?—If you will allow me to read 
this paper it will explain i t : — ' (a) The whole trade of the island is a 
1 monopoly in the hands of the merchants , Messrs Garriock & Co., 
' and the inhabitants in consequence do not enjoy the benefits of competi-
' tion, and although most industrious, are kept in a state of hopeless 
' poverty, (b) The want of fixity of tenure perpetuates this system by 
' deterring competitors, (c) The want of a proper mail service retards the 
' development of the resources of the island. A small packet about 
' fourteen tons burden, at present, carries the mail from Garderhouse, near 
' Raevvick, instead of from the post office at Walls , which is not much 
' over half the distance. She ought to visit the island once a fortnight, 
' but it frequently happens that there is no communication between Foula 
1 and the outside world for perhaps two months at a t i m e ; and last 
' spring the inhabitants were obliged (as the packet was unable to cross) 
' to go for supplies to the mainland in one of their own six-oared boats. 
' (d) The want of a harbour (which qualified men say could be constructed 
' without difficulty and at a comparative small outlay) is also a great 
' obstacle to the prosecution of the herring and other fishing industries " for 
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SHETLAND. ' " which the island is so well adapted ; " and also as a place of refuge, and 
— "̂~ ' consequent welfare of the peopla (e) The continued charge for building 

, * ' the manse at Walls of which the parish of Foula forms a part, and the 
Robert ' cost of which, we believe, should have been defrayed long ago, from the 
Gear. ' revenue derivable from church lands.' This statement was prepared inde­

pendently of the other, as 1 did not know but what I should have to 
send it to the Commissioners. The statement which I was reading 
before goes on to say—' 3. Eviction has never been resorted to here, 
' although we are tenants at will. For a long time our landlords have 
* been of a good type, and the factors as sympathetic and forbearing as 
- possible; but we cannot tell how soon changes may come, and we 
' respectfully submit that our tenure should be secured by something more 
1 permanent than the good disposition of a factor, who may soon be 
1 removed, or a landlord who is not exempt from the changes and end of 
1 life. 4. As tenants we have nothing but praise to give to the present 
' factor; he has ever been considerate and merciful, and as islanders we owe 
* much to the merchants for whom we fish—Messrs Garriock & Co. 
* of Reawick. Whether we are in debt or not they always supply us 
' with the necessaries of life, and they have done so in cases where there 
1 was little probability that they would ever be paid. We regret that so; 
1 many of us are getting more indebted and less able to pay our way year 
- by year. 5. Without taking up more of the time of the Commissioners 
1 we would respectfully offer the following practical suggestions for the 
1 bettering of our condition. Some of these would be mainly for our 
* benefit, but the others would, in our opinion, be largely for the public 
' advantage :—(a) That a substantial reduction be made on existing rents. 
* (b) That the power of eviction be curtailed by leases or otherwise, and 
' that compensation be given for tenant's improvements, (c) That the 
* attention of the Government be called to our very unsatisfactory and 
' uindependable mail service, to the necessity for employing a more 
1 suitable vessel, and for making Walls the port of departure instead of 
' Garderhouse. (The former is much nearer Foula). (d) That in the 
' interests, not only of the island, but of the national fisheries (particu-
' larly white fish and herring) so advantageously situated a fishing station 
' as Foula should be turned to account by the construction of a harbour. 
1 (e) That in the interests of the fishing, and for the safety of the 
' mercantile marine, a lighthouse should be erected here.'—THOMAS X 
GRAY, Dykes, and by twenty-eight others. 

21361. Do Messrs Garriock give a less price for the fish and articles 
of produce than you would get elsewhere ?—They do. 

21362. Can you give any idea of the difference in prices ?—I am not a 
fisherman. 

21363. You are a crofter, do you sell cattle ?—Sometimes. 
| 21364. To Messrs Garriock 1—Yes. 

21365. Have you any idea whether you would get better prices by 
selling elsewhere than to them 1—Yes, much larger. Cattle sold this last 
year on the mainland realised at least a third—perhaps a half more than 
those sold on the island. There is no opposition here, and we must sell 
according to the price Messrs Garriock's cattle dealer will give. 

21366. Do Messrs Garriock charge you very highly for the goods they 
keep in the shop 1—The goods are very high. 

21367. Can you give any instances in which they are very much higher 
than the prices on the mainland 1—I think meal is generally 3s. to 4s. 
higher per boll than on the mainland at Scalloway. 

21368. What has been the price of meal here this last year ?—I think 
22s. per boll. 
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213G9. But it has been 20s. 6d. lately, has it not?—About a month ago SHETLAN 
it was 218. per boll. v~~ 

21370. You have been here eleven years; it is about that time since o r L A ' 
Messrs Garriock proposed to abandon the shop here, and sent a circular Robert 
round?—I was not here, but I heard about it. Gear. 

21371. Do you remember that at that time the people did not wish 
this monopoly to be given up ?—No, they signed Mr Garriock's paper to 
fish to him. 

21372. Why did they do that if they wished the monopoly broken 
up ?—Because the poor people have been so long insolvent that they are 
afraid to oppose the landlord or factor or whoever it might be. 

21373. Messrs Garriock stated at the time that the trade in Foula was 
so small that unless they had the whole of it, it would not pay them to 
have a place here at al l ; and they were willing, they said, that the 
inhabitants of Foula should make their own arrangements for disposing of 
their produce and buying supplies. They asked the people which they 
wished, and it is said the people signed to a man in favour of Messrs 
Garriock] continuing the trade ?—I believe that is so, but I was not here. 

2137L Are you of opinion that if Messrs Garriock: were to withdraw 
the shop, and have nothing to do with the trade, the people could find an 
outlet for the sale of their produce ?—Certainly, I am of that opinion; 
there would be competition directly, and the people would get the same 
advantages as on the mainland. 

21375. You think somebody else would take up the store?—I think 
so ; and the people would be paid in cash for the fish and cattle, and 
could buy the same as on the mainland. There would be perhaps, two or 
three shops, and competition would bring down the price of goods. 

21376. You are of opinion that if Messrs Garriock gave up the shop 
other people would establish shops ?—Certainly ; but we have no objection 
to the Messrs Garriock. Wre ought to be thankful for what they have 
done for us, and acknowledge their kindness with gratitude ; but we 
should not let this chance pass us. 

21377. If the trade were thrown open to competition, Messrs Garriock 
said ten or eleven years ago, they would give up the trade %—I think that 
would be a great benefit. 

21378. Do you think that is the opinion of the people of Foula ?—I 
think that is the general opinion. 

[Mr Morrison, Pastor of the Congregational Church.—No, sir. Several 
Voices. I don't think that is the voice of the people.—Mr Gear. That 
is the private voice of the people; they may tell you what they like.] 

21379. You state in the paper you have given in, that you have to buy 
in the dearest and sell in the cheapest market; was that paragraph 
discussed at the meeting?—It was. 

21380. What was the opinion of the people as to remedying that state 
of matters?—That paragraph was-not discussed at the meeting. 

21381. It was not discussed?—No. I took objection to the next 
paragraph ; it was contradictory. 

21382. The paragraph I was asking about was the one in which you 
say that your situation compels you to sell in the cheapest and buy 
in the dearest market ?—It was not discussed. 

21383. Who wrote the statement you have produced?—Mr Morrison 
who presided at the meeting. 

21384. You think the state of matters complained of might be 
remedied ?—I think so. I have had large experience of Shetland, I am a 
native of the country and am a crofter. I have thorough knowledge of 
the working of the crofter system in Shetland. 
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SHETLAND. 21385. Do you know what is paid for meal at present1?—I am not 
sure ; Mr Inkster, the clerk, is here, and will be able to tell. 

' 21386. What size of harbour would it be possible to make here?—I 
Robert think a small boat harbour could be made here at small cost. The 
Gear. lighthouse ship was here recently, and Mr Stevenson, who was on 

board was looking for a site for a lighthouse, which is of great 
importance in Foula, and I heard that he expressed the opinion that a 
harbour could be constructed at a very moderate cost 

21387. A harbour would do a great deal towards the improvement of 
the island. 

21388. Is it a particularly good situation for fishing?—It is a fine place 
for fishing. 

21389. Would other fishermen come here?—If they had a harbour. 
21390. They are nearer the fishing ground here than elsewhere?—Much 

nearer. 
21391. Are veselss often wrecked in this neighbourhood?—We often 

see vessels passing here in a very poor condition, but owing to the 
position of the island, and the strong currents, the vessels are swept 
rouad. It would not matter how many vessels were wrecked on the 
island, we would never see anything ; two or three vessels might go 
down in a night, and nothing ever be seen of them. 

21392. Do you think vessels are endangered by the want of a light­
house ?—I think so. 

21393. Foula is a high island and easily seen, is it not?—Yes, but the 
danger is in the long winter nights,—vessels driving down here from 
the North Coast of Scotland. Last year we saw one go down without 
being able to give any assistance. 

21394. Mr Cameron.—How many crofters are there here?—Forty. 
21395. What rent do they pay on an average ?—I suppose about £4. 
21396. The total rental of the island according to the valuation roll is 

£140, that would be rather less than £ 4 each?—Perhaps it may be £ 4 
with rates. 

21397. What amount of arable land has each of these crofters?— 
Between three to four acres. 

21398. What stock do they keep 1—As a rule they will keep seven old 
and young animals. 

21399. Of all sorts %—Of cattle. 
21400. Is the summer grazing of these animals included in the rent of 

£ 4 paid for arable ground ?—Yes. 
2140?.. Do you think that a high rent as compared with places on the 

mainland of Shetland?—I cannot say so much about the rent. I know about 
the mainland of Shetland, and I don't think the rents are excessive consider­
ing everything. But there is this peculiar to Foula, that the crops are liable 
to be destroyed by the sea and by violent gales; and these years, I think 
the landlord should consider and make an allowance to their poor tenants. 

21402. I suppose the principal grievance is the raising of rents in con­
sequence of the repairs oriethe church and manse, from which the people of 
Foula derive no benefit 1—1 think so, so far as the rent is concerned. 

21403. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—The islanders have no leases of the 
land?—No. 

21404. The people are left entirely to the will of the proprietor ?—Yes. 
21405. So that the people might be put out next Wednesday ?—Yes. 
21406. Has that a tendency to discourage the improvement of the 

crofts ?—I am certain it has. 
21407. With reference to the expression about buying in the dearest 

market, are you aware that that is the very opposite of free trade 1—Yes. 
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21408. Does it come to this, that when you want to buy anything in SHETLAND, 
the shop you must pay whatever the merchant chooses to ask ?—Yes. ~ 

21409. And when you want to sell a beast you must take what he OH-A. 
pleases to give 1— Yes. Kobe-* 

21410. And you want to throw the business of the island open to the Gear, 
world ?—Yes. 

21411. If any one were to set up in business as a merchant, do you 
think he would get any encouragement to do so from the proprietor or 
factor ?—I don't think so, but the reverse. 

21412. You are under a gross monopoly in these days of free trade? 
—We are. 

21413. Could the fishing be very much developed if there was a 
harbour made, and the island thrown open to the world ?—Very much. 

21414. Are the people of Foula enterprising when they get a chance? 
—They are a very active and industrious people. 

21415. You think, so far as you can make out, that the average rent 
per acre is 25s.?—I think so, as far as I can make out. 

21416. Sheriff Nicolson.—Are there any whose rents are higher than 
£ 4 ?—Yes, there are some, I believe, who pay more than that including 
taxes. 

21417. What is the lowest rent paid by anybody in the island?—£2 
is the lowest, and £ 5 is the highest inclusive of rates. 

21418. What is the greatest amount of stock anybody is allowed to 
keep, or can keep ?—There is no limit, they can keep as many as they can ; 
the pasture is common and some keep more and some less. 

21419. Everybody here has one or more cows?—Yes, two or three 
cows—small beasts. 

21420. What is the average number of cows kept?—I think three 
cows besides young ones. 

21421. And of sheep ?—I cannot say what the average number of sheep 
may be, perhaps half a dozen. 

21422. What is the largest number of sheep any one person has?— 
Some fifty or sixty, and others, perhaps, may have none at all. 

21423. The same as in the parish of North Mavin ?—I fancy so. 
21424. Anybody may keep 50 or 100 sheep?—Yes, or none, if they 

cannot get them. 
21425. And those who have the larger pay no more than the others?— 

No more. 
21426. Has that been customary on the island from time immemorial t 

—So far as I know. There was a time on the island when they used to 
fish for single rent, so many fish paid the rent. 

21427. Do you keep horses also?—No; the proprietor has a few 
horses, but none of the inhabitants are allowed to keep them. 

21428. Would horses be of use to you?—They would. 
21429. For what purposes?—To carry home turf, and for other 

purposes. 
21430. You would not use them for ploughing ?—We might. 
21431. On the mainland of Shetland they do all the turning of the soil 

with the spade ?—Yes, we have to carry the turf from here to the other 
end of the island on our backs. 

21432. Has it been the practice always to turn the turf with spades 1— 
Yes. 

21433. What kind of soil is it ?—Peat or a clay soil. 
21434. What crop grows best here ?—No crop grows well ; I don't 

•know which is best. 
21435. Don't you raise good potatoes ?—No, they are of poor quality. 
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SHETLAND. 21436. "What is the best return of oats you can get in a good season? 
~~~ —I suppose three or fourfold. 

FCULA. 21437. j jo you raise any white crop other than oats ?-—Nothing but bere. 
Robert 21438. Your peats are abundant Ì—Abundant. 
Gear. 21439. And they are convenient to you?—Yes; in some parts of the 

island they have to come here for them. 
21440. Is it the women or the men who carry the peats?—Both, but 

mostly the men. 
21441. All the hard work is not put on the women ?—No. 
21442. Are the women also all engaged in knitting?—Generally. 
21443. Out of the native wool ?—Out of the native wool. 
21444. "What kind of hosiery is made mostly in the island?— 

Principally small shawls and stockings. 
21445. Of a common kind, or fine ?—Coarse ; none of the fine shawls. 
21446. Are these goods taken from them by Messrs Garriock'?—Yes. 
21447. They don't sell anything out of the island to anybody else? -

Sometimes they do; if they go out with their boats for fishing, the 
women may go and take what they have ready to the mainland. 

21448. Is any wool sold out of the island?-—No. 
21449. It is all used in the island ?—Yes, as a rule. 
21450. Have you any sheep in the island except natives ?—Yes, the 

native breed is almost out. 
21451. What wool is chiefly used?—Blackfaced principally; they 

have been crossed with blackfaced; we have a bad quality of wooL 
21452. The whole of the island is in the occupation of the inhabitants ? 

—Yes, with this exception, that the landlord has a few ponies which are 
kept on the island. 

21453. Professor Mackinnon.—"Who supports your mission here?— 
The Society for Propagating Christian Knowledge. 

21454. And the complaint of the people about this church and manse 
exaction is that it never ceases ?—Never ceases. 

21455. Do you think there has been a sufficient amount paid already 
by this island ?—More than its proportion. 

21456. What is the benefit that Foula gets from the Ecclesiastical 
arrangements in Walls ?—The benefit is only to those who attend the 
church, and that is the smallest portion; most of the people of Foula 
belong to the Independent denomination. 

21457. What benefit do the people of Foula get from the manse of 
Walls ?—None ; the minister only visits this island once a year, if he does 
that. 

21458. He is expected to visit you once a year?—Yes, he or his 
assistant. 

21459. And you have been paying 10s. a year for the manse for 
twenty years ?—Yes. 

21460. Are you convinced in your own mind, that supposing the 
monopoly of the Messrs Garriock were broken up, other traders would be 
found quite ready to come in ?—I am quite convinced of tha t ; and it 
would improve the condition of the people. 

21461. Do you think there is a sufficient amount of trade to keep up 
one or two traders ?—I don't know. They would naturally run in 
whether it kept them or not. 

21462. But would not they naturally run out again if it did not keep 
them ?—I mean that there would be more than one party who would visit 
Foula for the purpose of tradine. 

21463. There is great inequality in the stock; what stock do you 
keep ?—I have five cattle now, I think. 
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21464. Have you any sheep ?—A few. SHETLAND. 
21465. How many ?—I think six ewes. JT~ 
214G6. How many head of sheep altogether 1—About ten, I think, 

altogether. Robert 
21467. What will be about the rent ?—The rent of the whole place Gear, 

is about £5 . 
21468. Don't you think it is a very great anomaly that one person may 

have 100 sheep while another has noire at ail, both paying the same rent'( 
- I do. 

21469. Don't you think that some arrangement should be made by 
which that should be remedied ?—I do. 

21470. What would you suggest ?—That every man should be stinted 
to a certain number, as many as the place could keep profitably; and 
that every man should keep a certain number according to the rent. 

21471. And if he kept more than that number, that he should pay 
extra for them ?—Yes. 

21472. To the person who has less ?—Yes. 
21473. That is the usual way in Scotland ?—It is the fair way. 
21474. Has any representation ever been made to the landlord or 

factor upon that subject ?—I think not. 
21475. Do you think that if a reasonable representation was made it 

would not be listened to ?—I don't know. They are reluctant to make 
alterations, but they might do it. 

21476. Of course a man with 100 sheep would be reluctant, but 
one would think those with few sheep would join in it ?—But [ think it 
is fair between man and man. 

21477. As a matter of fact, nobody has 100 sheep ?—No. 
21478. But the rule is that he may have them if he pleases?—Yes; 

and the worst of it is that where one or two have fifty they keep others 
out. 

21479. So that the place would get overstocked?—It does get over­
stocked. 

21480. You taught the school here for a while ?—Yes. 
21481. Are the people all able to read ?—Yes. 
21482. And most of them to write?—Yes; Foula bears favourable 

comparison with any place in Shetland for intelligence. 
21483. Was the school we see here existing in your time ?—No. 
21484. It is under the School Board of Walls?—Yes. 
21485. And one may expect the inspector iu the future to come here 

every year ?—Yes. 
21486. And education to be better than in the past ?—It should be. 
21487. Are the people bound to go to the factor with their hosiery the 

the same as with their fish ?—No. 
21488. You stated that they sold their hosiery upon the mainland?— 

Sometimes. 
21489. Are you aware of the difference in price between what they 

sell to the factor and what they sell on the mainland ?—I cannot say ; I 
don't understand about that. 

21490. Do you think they get more for what they sell at their own 
hand than what they get from Messrs Garriock ?—I cannot say. 

21491. But it would be expected that they would 1—Tl at would bo 
expected. 

21492. Is he expected to take from them all they offer him 1—I dou't 
think there is any understanding in regard to the hosiery. 

21493. As a matter of fact, does he always take all that is offered ?— 
Not always. 

4 B 
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SHETLAND. 21494 But he always takes the fish ?—-Yes. 
• 21495. You would expect fish would be dearer on the mainland than 

F ^ A - here?--Yes. 
Robert 21496. The freight would account for a good deal 1—Yes. 
Gear. 21497. And you would expect goods here would be a little dearer, but 

do you thiuk they are dearer than the cost of transit ought naturally to 
make them ?—-I think they are. 

21498. And that was especially the case about those animals you spoke 
of ?—Yes. 

21499. You thought they brought about a third more on the mainland 
than here ?—Yes. 

21500. Can you give us any example?—I did not sell one this year; 
but I saw a man selling a quey and he asked £3 , and I think he got £ 2 , 
18s.; and that beast or any of a like kind would have sold on the main­
land for £5 . 

21501. What age was it1?—A three year old. 
21502. What would be a reasonable freight for such a beast?—5s. to 

10s. 
21503. Risk and all?—Yes. A small vessel could ferry fourteen or 

fifteen animals, and 10s. each would be a good freight. 
21504. And it actually brought £2 , 2s. less ?—Yes. 
21505. Are the people bound to give their beasts to the factor?—They 

are not bound unless they are in his debt, and in that case they are bound 
to give them to him. 

21506. But they are only bound to give their fish and take thtir 
stores ?—Yes. 

21507. If a drover came from the mainland I suppose the people could 
sell him their beasts ?—They might. 

21508. Why would they not encourage an enterprising drover?—They 
would be frightened to sell. 

21509. Was it ever tried ?—I think so, indeed I know. 
21510. It appears from the paper, that except in this matter of the 

monopoly, the people are very well satisfied with the proprietor and factor ? 
—Very well indeed ; we like Mr Garriock very well. I believe otht r 
people in the same field would be much worse than Messrs Garriock <fe Co. 

21511. You might go farther and fare worse?—Yes, but the principle 
is bad—the law that allows that is not fair between man and man. 

21512. And you would be willing to risk the practice for the sake of 
the principle ?—Exactly. 

GEORGE MORRISON, Pastor of the Congregational Church (26)— 
examined. 

George 21513. Sir Kenneth Mackenzie.—How long have you been here?— 
Morrison. T w o y e a r g 

21514. Are you a native of Shetland ?—No, I am a native of Wick. 
21515. You were in the chair at a meeting of which Mr Gear ha3 

spoken ?—Yes. 
21516. And you were asked to prepare the memorial which has been 

submitted ?—Yes. 
21517. That memorial was read at a second meeting, paragraph by 

paragraph, and was approved of ?—Yes. 
21518. There is one paragraph which you have heard referred to, 

which was not discussed ?—Mr Gear said so, but the statement was 
incorrect; every line was discussed and accepted. 
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21519. It may have been accepted without being discussed 1—It was SHETLAND, 
really discussed ; Mr Gear himself discussed i t ; and his opinion upon the " 
question of the monopoly does not agree with the opinion of the crofters. _̂  

21520. Your memorial says, ' We crofters would still be placed at a George 
disadvantage, our circumstances compelling us to sell in the cheapest and Morrison. 
buy in the dearest market,' you think that is an irremediable dis­
advantage?—I think so, because there must be freight both on goods 
imported and exported, owing to our situation. 

21521. Would it be desirable to have an open market, or that Messrs 
Garriock should have the trade ?—I think it desirable that some merchant 
should have the market, because we cannot depend on other persons 
supplying us all the year round. Messrs Garriock supply us well; it is 
their own advantage to do so. 

21522. And that is the opinion of the people of Foula to-day as it was 
ten years ago ?—I think so. 

21523. Mr Cameron.—When there was any difference of opinion in 
the meeting did you proceed to take a vote on the subject ?—There never 
"was any difference except when Mr Gear differed from all the rest on 
some points ; they were all unanimous. 

21524. And they were unanimous as to the merchants' shop as well as 
the rest 1—Most unanimous. 

21525. Sir Kenneth Mackenzie.—There used to be a monopoly of a 
similar kind on Fair island, but by the establishment of more frequent 
communication that was done away with; you don't think that should be 
done here ?—It is hardly fair to say there is a monopoly here, because a 
few months ago there was a trading vessel lying here selling goods and 
buying produce. 

21526. Not fish though?—No, not fish. 
21527. Unless the whole of the fish were sold to Messrs Garriock, they 

would not take a part of them?—I don't think so, but I cannot "speak 
positively to that. The men are not bound to fish to them ; there are 
twelve men belonging to the island away at the herring fishing at Walls. 

21528. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—But any fish caught at Foula must be 
sold to Messrs Garriock ?—They are sold to them as a matter of fact; 
I don't know if there is any binding agreement. 

21529. You think yourself that the people of Foula like the monopoly 
to be in the hands of Messrs Garriock; is it for the benefit of the people of 
Foula that Messrs Garriock carry on business, or for their own profit ?— 
Their own profit. 

21530. Is it possible for the benefit to be mutual?—No doubt, Messrs 
Garriock's idea is to have it for their own benefit. 

21531. You are not a free trader ?—I am. 
21532. Are you not aware that to have a monopoly of this kind is 

contrary to free trade ?—I am ; but I object to the word monopoly being 
applied to the trade here. 

21533. Is it not the case that no other merchant can settle here?— 
I think so ; I think it has never been tried.. But Messrs Garriock & 
Co. are not the factors, it is Mr James Garriock. 

21534. Is it not a fact that the proprietor prohibits any other person 
from carrying on business ?—I don't know that. 

21535. If that were true would it alter your opinion ?—Yes, decidedly, 
if the people were bound to go to Messrs Garriock for their- goods. They 
go there for the greater part of their goods, but they are not bound to do 
it. For my own part, I got part of my goods from Leith. 

21536. But could any other merchant come and settle here and carry 
onbusiness?—I don't know ; I cannot speak on that point. 
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SHETLAND. 21537. Don't you know quite well he could not ?—No ; I don't suppose 
„ any other merchant would care to make the experiment, because forty 

families would scarcely support another merchant. 
George 21538. You are not a delegate I—No, I was simply chairman at the 

Morrison, crofters meeting. 
21539. Professor Machinnon.—I understand you to say that in theory 

you are quite as good a free trader as Mr Gear, but that your belief is 
that from the circumstances of this island the present arrangement is 
practically as good as any other that could be adopted ?—My opinion is, 
that we are safer under the present arrangement, because it is not likely 
two merchants would keep a shop here, and we might be left for two or 
three months without any at all. 

21540. If you were informed that open trade had materially benefited 
the people of Fair Isle and improved the trade of the place, would that 
induce you to change your opinion ?—I think there is perhaps a difference 
between the circumstances of the people of Fair Isle and the people of 
Foula. . The Fair islanders, if I know anything of their state, were much 
more oppressed under old arrangements than the Foula people ; the land-
lord was more exacting and grasping. 

21511. Do you think merchants coming here voluntarily would not be 
likely to supply the people better than at present ?—Not permanently, 
because whoever comes here must purchase fish and hosiery if he is to 
supply the people with goods, and hosiery is often a drug in the market 
for a loug time, and the price is very low. The Orkney merchant who 
was here a short time ago, paid lower prices for hosiery than Messrs 
Garriock & Co. were doing. 

21512. Might not your free trade principles incline you to try the 
experiment of a shop ?—No. 

21513. In your case, practice overcomes theory?—I am not inclined to 
make so heavy a sacrifice for principle. 

21511. Sheriff Nicolson.—You are the only minister on the island?—I 
am the representative of the Congregational Union ; I am not an ordained 
minister. 

21515. But you are the only resident minister on the island ?—No, Mr 
Gear is the representative of the Church of Scotland. 

21516. To which denomination do most of the inhabitants belong?— 
To the Congregational Church. 

21517. Do all the inhabitants come to your services without distinction 
of sect ?—The greater number of them come occasionally. The number 
connected with the Church of Scotland is a mere handful; about a dozen, 
I suppose. 

21518. There is no sectarian feeling?—None. 
21519. Do they attend the church very regularly ?—Very regularly. 
21550. And they are very particular in keeping the Sabbath ?—Yes, but 

not in the same way as in the west of Scotland; they are not such strict 
Sabbatarians as the people of the Hebrides. 

21551. They don't consider it a sin to walk about on the Sabbath and 
admire the beauties of nature ?—No, we are not so straight-laced as the 
Hebrideans. 

21552. Do they indulge in song singing?—They dou't indulge very 
much in song singing. 

21553. Have you any music amongst you?—Yes, the inhabitants of 
Foula are very musical. 

21551. What form does it take?—Principally, the form of sacred music. 
21555. Have they any instrumental music ?—-Yes, Mr Paterson has an 

instrument and I have another. 
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so. 

2155G. What sort of an instrument ?—A harmonium. SHETLAND. 
21557. Is the old practice of fowling entirely given up ?—Yes, I think 

21558. How long since ?—I think a long time ago. Q eorge 
Morrison. 

DAVID HENRY, Crofter and Fisherman (44), assisted by JAMES GRAY, 
Crofter and Fisherman (50); ROBERT PATERSON, Crofter and 
Fisherman (38); JOHN HENRY, Crofter and Fisherman (38). 

22559. Sir Kenneth Mackenzie.—Are you a native of Foula?—Yes. D. Henry, 
22560. Have you anything to add to what has already been said I—No, „ J-Gray, 

I have nothing. R P * * J 8 0 D ' 
22561. Do you remember the paper which Messrs Garriock & Co. j . Homy, 

sent round ten years ago ?—No, I don't—James Gray. It was stated then 
that the Foula men were dissatisfied with the price they were receiving 
for the green fish. Then they had the chance of salting their fish and 
drying them, only they had to meet the expenses, pay rent, and buy their 
own meal. The factor would not supply them ; and there were many 
years that the fishing of Foula turned out to be little or nothing, and if it 
had not been for Messrs Garriock & Co. we should not have been 
alive ; and we are afraid that might turn out again, and what would we do 
then ? We could not live at all. 

21562. You think it better that they should have the whole of the 
fish ?—Yes, because when they had the fish, whether we had a fishing or 
not, they gave us what supply we needed, until we could pay. 

21563. And you are still of the same mind?—I suppose so ; for my 
own part I am. 

21564. Your principal complaiut is about your rents being raised ?— 
David Henry. Yes, that is our greatest grievance.—James Gray. I have 
the dearest rent in the island, £5 . I have been in the place twenty-six or 
twenty-eight years, and there has only been one year out of that that 
I could bread my family without buying. 

21565. You mean there was only one year in which there was enough 
on the croft to supply your family ?—Yes. 

21566. How much have you had to buy in other years?—Some years 
five or six months' living. I would pay about £ 5 or £6 for meaL— 
Another Islander. I have paid £10 . 

21567. What will a fisherman make here in a year?—James Gray. 
From £4 to £6 . He must make more than that if he is to keep a 
family.—Mr Inkster. Their earnings will range from £ 8 to £15, taking 
both fishings together.—Several Islanders. That is their view.—James 
Gray.—I never run above £10. 

21568. Another man says he made £5?—I have had as low a3 £ 3 . — 
Robprt Paterson. I have had as much a3 £20. 

21569. What time of the year do you settle with Messrs Garriock <fc 
Co. ?—James Gray. About just now.—David Henry. In the month of 
June generally. 

21570. Are you generally in debt at the end of the year, or is there a 
balance to your credit?—James Gray. I am always in debt; I never had 
money at my credit. 

21571. Had you any money the year that you were able to bread your 
family?—That year I did have a little, but very little. My rent is 
heavy, and in addition to that I have to buy bread and meal, and there is 
nothing to meet that, and a poor man cannot stand that. 
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SHETLAND. 21572. Professor Mackinnon.—You say you remember having made 
, — £20 in one year ?—Robert Paterson. Yes j I was a young man, and had 
"l' ,A* health at the time, and was fishing. 

D. Henry, 21573. Had you not some money that year?—Yes, I had. 
J. Gray,' 21574. Had the whole crew a little over that year?—I suppose the two 

R. Paterson, young men who were with me had something over. 
J H v 21575. As a rule, when you have something to your credit, do you get 

any money 1—Yes. 
21576. Is it occasionally the case that some people have money over at 

settling time?—Perhaps a few young men may have a little; in the best 
years they wilL 

21577. But there is a greater number that don't have anything to their 
credit ?—Yes, a good many. 

21578. And that goes right on from year to year1?—Yes. 
21579. You are always in the books?—Yes. 
21580. Are the boys employed in drying fish?—Yes, two or three boys. 
21581. Do they get separate wages for that?—Yes. 
21582. Do they draw goods from the fish-curer on their own account ? 

—Yes. 
21583. What will be the age of the youngest boy that is engaged in 

that sort of work ?—Fourteen. 
21584. Whenever he begins to earn money his name is entered in the 

books, and he gets credit the same as if he were a grown man ?—Yes. 
21585. And he remains in the books just as his father was before 

him ?—Very generally, if he stops here. 
21586. The usual time of settling upon the mainland is November, but 

the time here is summer, is it not ?—Yes. 
21587. What is the reason of the difference between the dates of 

settlement here and on the mainland, is it because the boat cannot come 
here in November?—Yes. 

21588. It suits you quite as well to have a settlement just now ?—Yes. 
21589. Is it the rent due at last November, or November coming, which 

is collected just now?—The rent due at last November. 
21590. There is nothing here but the point of the hook to look to ?—No 

day's work. 
21591. But are the people not remarkably fond of the place?—They 

an\ 
21592. Do any young men or women ever leave the place?—Yes, 

a good many; there are some in Australia and New Zealand. 
21593. How long is it since they went?—It has been a general thing 

for them to go there for the last eighty years. 
215U-L What do the men go away to do?—They go to sail in ships, 

and to the diggings, and farming, and so on. 
21595. Do some of them come back now and again ?—They seldom 

come back. 
21596. Do the young women go away from the island ?—There has 

been only one in my memory, and she came back. 
21597. Are there more women than men in the place?—I think they 

are about equal in numbers. 
21598. Sheriff Nicolson.—What price is given for fish here?—2s. I 

think is the lowest, that is for saithe, and 9s. 6d. is sometimes given for 
ling. 

21599. Wrhat is being given for ling this year?—8s. 6d. 
21600. And for cod ?—From 5s. to 7s. 
21601. Aud tu.^k?— 5s. 
21602. When is the settlement made as to the price of fish ?—In spring. 
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FotTLA. 

D. Henry, 
J. Gray, 

R. PsteraoB, 
and 

J. Henry. 

21603. Do you know what you are to get before the beginning of the SHETLAND. 
fishing?—No, we are only going to settle now for the last summer, not for 
the present time. 

21604. The price you get is regulated by what the purchaser gets in the 
market ?—Several Islanders. We get what Messrs Garriock please to give 
us. "We don't know what they get for the fish. 

21605. Is it part of your duty to spread out the fish to dry?—No, it is 
the beach boys who do that. 

21606. What is done with the cod-livers?—They are thrown into a 
barrel, and taken home and used by us for light, or sale. 

21607. They are your property %—-Yes. 
21608. Sir Kenneth Mackenzie.—When will you know the price of the 

fish you catch now ?—Next spring. 
21609. Sheriff Nicolson.—Do you use the cods'heads for food ?—Yes, 
21610. But not the lings'?—Yes, the tusks' and lings' also. 
21611. Are any conger eels caught here?—Yes. 
21612. Do you sell them?—No, we use them chiefly for bait. 
21613. What is your ordinary bait when there are no herring?—Small 

cod, turbot, and halibut. 
21614. Do you actually use turbot for bait?—Yes, there is no sale for 

them. We use limpet for the hand lines. There is no market for 
turbot. 

21615. Would you like a steam boat to carry away the turbot ?—Yes, 
we would like that. We imagine that would do us a little service. 

21616. Are you engaged in the herring fishing just now?—No, in the 
ling fishing. I have never gone to the herring fishing. 

21617. You have never gone in for the herring fishing here?—No. 
Two crews are trying it this year. 

21618. Was it never tried before?—Only on a very small scale—two 
nets set across the mouth of the goe.—John Hendry. Our greatest concern 
is the land rent. There was one year there were three of us in a family, 
and we laboured very hard, and we only made what would keep us alive 
for three months. I had then to go across to Raewick to Mr Garriock. 
and was indebted to him for eight or nine months' living. My rent was 
£4 , 10s. and I had between £ 1 0 and £11 for meal to answer for, making 
in all £16, while my fishing was only worth about £ 5 or £6 ; and that 
launched me into debt I have not got out of yet, and that is the general 
case. We look upon Mr Garriock as a very merciful man, but we are 
very apt to grumble that his things are too dear. We are paying 5s. l id . 
for a pound of English tobacco, and we think that rather dear. 

21619. That is for twist ?—Yes, and we get no tea here below 8d. per 
quarter of a pound. 

21620. Is it very good tea?—The tea at 3s. 4d. per lb. is the best. 
21621. What do you pay for sugar?—For hard sugar 6d. a lb., and 

for soft 4 |d. It is not many years since loaf sugar was 8d. 
21622. Professor Machinnon.—You consume a lot of tea and sugar?— 

Yes, we do ; more than we are fit to purchase. 
21623. Sheriff Nicolson.—Is there any scarcity of milk in the island? 

—It is scarce in winter. 
21624. What do you give the children then?—A little sugar and 

water. 
21625. Do you use porridge ordinarily?—Yes. 
21626. I suppose you eat very much the same as your fathers did?— 

Yes. 
21627. What have you to breakfast?—In winter bread and milk when 

we have it, aud sometimes we have a little black bread, and a cup of tea. 
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FOULA. 

D. Henry, 
J. Gray, 

R. Paterson, 
and 

J. Henry. 

SHETLAND. That is the general rule I think. Fish and potatoes for dinner; but they 
are not potatoes; you could wring the water out of them. 

21628. You very seldom taste meat?—Very seldom. Some years 
there are three cows butchered in the island, but generally none at all. 

21629. Professor Mackinnon.—What becomes of the sheep?—Wo 
make use of them. A great many of them fall over the rocks. 

21630. But those that don't you eat?—Yes. 
21631. Sherif Nicolson.—Do you keep any pigs?—There are no pigs 

on the island. We are not fit to feed them. 
21632. "Would not the fish offal feed them %—No. 
21633. You have no doctor in the island ?—No. 
21634. Where is the nearest doctor ?—Walls. 
21635. Do you find that a hardship ?—Yes. 
21636. But most of you are very healthy ?—Yes. 
21637. And you are perhaps none the worse of being without a doctor ? 

—That is right. 
21638. And potatoes and fish make you as big and strong men as we 

have seen anywhere ? —If our own crofts could supply us with living, we 
would be satisfied. 

21639. Sir Kenneth Mackenzie.—Is there any way of improving the 
crofts, so that you could get more off them ?—No, I think not, our 
fathers did all that could be done. 

21640. Professor Mackinnon.—Do you want leases ?—Robert Paterson. 
We would work with better heart; we would have no fear of improving, 
and building, and repairing houses. 

21641. But I suppose, as a matter of fact, no person was ever put 
out ?—James Hendry ; No, E don't think it, we are not very rebellious 
here. We grumble much about the price of our eggs. 

21642. Don't you eat them ?—No, we eat as few as we can; we have 
to give them for meal. 

21643. What price do you get for eggs?—4d. and 6d. per dozen. 
21644. You give them to Mr Garriock ?—-Yes. 
21645. Sir Kenneth Mackenzie.—Who builds the houses?—The 

proprietor gives £10 . 
21646. And who finds the wood ?—The proprietor; but the tenants have 

to stand the cost, and what money the houses cost over the £10 . 
21647. Who keeps it up after that ?—The tenant. 
21648. Once he has entered he looks after it himself ?—Yes. 
21649. But if the wood gets old and rotten, the proprietor gives new 

wood ?—Yes, for the roof. 
21650. Are the houses pretty good 1—Some of them very poor. 
21651. Are they thatched ?—Yes. 
21652. Sherif Nicolson.—Are the walls all built with stone and lime ?— 

Some of them only ; some are pointed with lime, and some have no lime 
at all. 

21653. Have the most of you fire places in your houses, or is the fire 
put in the middle of the floor?—Mostly all the fires are in the middle of 
the floor. 

N"o. 
21654. None of you keep cows under the same roof as yourselves?— 
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ALEXANDER INKSTEB (29)—examined. SHETLAND. 

21655. Sir Kenneth Mackenzie,—In what capacity are you here?—I FOULA. 
am in the employment of Messrs Garriock & Co , as manager, at Raewick. ., . 

21656. For what purpose do you happen to be herej—Just now, for inkster. 
the purpose of settling with the fishermen and tenants, I am appointed 
by the factor to coUect rents due at November last. They are generally 
collected at the end of June. 

21657. You are acting for the factor as well as Garriock & Co. 1— 
Yes. 

21658. Will you make your statement please 1—Yes. The prices paid 
for green fish last summer were,—ling, 8s. 6d., cod, 7s., tusk, 6s. 
Fish are bought here at the same prices as are paid on the mainland. 
The fishermen are not bound to deal with or sell their fish to Messrs 
Garriock & Co., and never have been. They are at perfect liberty 
to sell to whom they choose. With regard to the shop goods, Mr Gear's 
statements are simply incorrect. The rates charged here are the same as 
at Baewick, with the exception of the meal, to which 6d. or Is. per boll is 
added to cover freight. I t never exceeds Is., and sometimes it is 6d. 
The cheapest meal sold here is Indian meal, of which the price is 14s. 
and 15s. per boll, and for oatmeal from Scotch oats 21s. is the price 
charged; it varies, however. It was stated also that tobacco was sold at 
5s. lOd. per lb. Now 5s. is the price, only we get a specially prepared 
kind for keeping in winter, for which we have to pay considerably more. 
It is made to keep four or five months in winter, when there is no communi­
cation with the mainland, and for that tobacco we charge 5s. lOd.; but the 
ordinary tobacco is sold at 5s. Messrs Garriock & Co. have more than 
once offered to take cattle over to the mainland, and expose them for sale 
at the half yearly sale at Walls, and to pay the islanders the price realised, 
less the freight and cost of the sale ; but they prefer to sell on the island, and 
save risk, &c. Yearly some of the cattle bought are sold in the island with­
out any addition being made to the price paid. The landlord or factor 
does not bind the people to sell to Messrs Garriock & Co. nor do 
Messrs Garriock & Co. interfere in any way with the people buying 
and selling, nor exercise any control over the tenants and fishermen, other 
than as merchants dealing with customers. With reference to the eggs, 
generally Id. per dozen less is paid than the price given on the mainland. 
The shells of the eggs here are thinner and more liable to breakage, and 
of course the irregular communication in the winter time often leads to 
the eggs being stale before we get them. 

21659. What do you pay on the mainland in winter ?—The price varies 
from 7d and 8d., to as high as 9d. for a short time. 

21660. But it is not 7d. and 8d. here ?—Yes, it is down to 4id., and 
5d. just now at Reawick, and 4*d. here, of course it varies. The cause 
of the thinness of the eggshell is the want of lime on the island. With 
regard to the rents, the rent book in my possession, dates from 1875, from 
which time I am not aware that any of the rents have been raised, with 
the exception of Mr Gear's which was £2 up to two years ago, aud which 
was £ 3 . 5s. last settlement.—J/r Gear. I only paid for half a croft, as 
schoolmaster here; ^that is the £ 2 you refer t o ; the rest, the laird of 
Melby gave gratis to the teacher.-—Mr Inkster. Yes, but its more than 
two years since you resigned. The average rent value of the croft is £ 3 , 
10s. 

21661. How many crofts are there altogether1?—Thirty-eight crofts, at 
£3 , 10s. each. The total rental, including sheep, is £140 . Only ten of 
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SHETLAND, the thirty-eight crofters, were due balances in the rent book last year, and 
—— - five of those were under £3 at last year's balancing. 
0PLA- 21662. There are ponies kept here?—Yes, the proprietor keeps a few ; 

Alexander "--•• i8 the only right he retains to himself. There are eight to ten 
Inkster. generally; that is the number he does not like to exceed. But some­

times, with younger beasts, it may come up to twelve or so. 
21663. Do you never pay, in winter time, Is. per dozen for eggs ?—No, 

the price never exceeds 9d. at Reawick. 
21664. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—According to your statement the 

people in Foula have no complaint to make about their rents?—I consider 
not, comparing them with those of other places ; of course, their isolated 
position is against them. 

21665. Then why do you make the statement that the rents have not 
been raised—what object have you in making it ?—Because I think, Mr 
Gear said the rents were raised. 

21666. Did you not hear the chorus of concurrence that all the com­
plaints were on account of the rents ?—Yes. 

21667. Do you think that represented the feeling of the people or not ? 
—Perhaps it did. 

21668. But you think otherwise, that they have no cause of complaint 1 
—Well, compared with the mainland, and taking into consideration the 
unlimited right to scathold, I don't think they have. 

21669. How many places of business have your company in Shetland \ 
—Shops at Reawick, Sandness, and Foula—three shops, and several fishing 
stations along the west coast from Scalloway as far as Sandness. 

21670. Do your employers find it worth while to do business in Foula? 
—Yes, taking all together. 

21671. They make a considerable profit out of it?—Not considerable, 
but perhaps a working profit sufficient to induce them to keep it open. 
With bad seasons it is very questionable; but Garriock & Co. have 
always kept it on. 

21672. What was their object in putting out a paper wanting the 
people to say whether or not they wished them to remain ?—The people 
were dissatisfied, I understand, at that time with the prices they were 
receiving, and they got the option of curing for themselves. 

21673. Are the prices given now better than those given ten or twelve 
years ago?—They vary—sometimes better, sometimes worse. 

21674. Are most of the people in your books, in debt?—Not the most 
of them. 

21675. Of the thirty-eight families how many may be indebted to your 
firm ?—I am not prepared to say exactly, but I should say, perhaps a 
dozen. 

21676. Only a dozen ; and all the rest are perfectly independent?— 
Several of them are. 

21677. Supposing the fishing here, were paid for in money, how are the 
people to use it. Is there any bank ?—Fishing is such a precarious 
business that a man has a little this year, and next year he may have to 
use it all up. 

21678. What does he do with it—does he keep it at home, or put it in 
a bank, or leave it with the firm?—Sometimes he leaves it with the 
firm. 

21679. And the firm act as bankers?—Sometimes. 
21680. You stated there was no monopoly of the fish—that they 

might sell to whom they choose—but can anybody else put up a shop or 
keep such a place without the landlord's permission ?—I am not aware 
that there is anything to hinder them. 
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21681. Where does the landlord live?—He is at Melby, but the factor SHETLAND, 
lives at Reawick. v~~~~ 

21682. Where does the proprietor live ?-—At Melby, Reawick. f ^ j " 
21683. Does he ever come here ?—Sometimes, he is under age, and Alexander 

cannot yet interfere. Inkster. 
21684. Has this island belonged to the same family for a long time] 

—So far as I know. 
21685. What does the proprietor do for the island, can you tell me? — 

Can you mention one single sixpence which he lays out for any purpose 
whatever ?—He provides a certain sum towards the building of houses. 

21686. That is the condition of the country with regard to the matter of 
land; but does he lay out anything—can you point out anything he does ? 
—I am not aware at this moment. 

21687. Will you give us any explanation about the complaint which 
one or two delegates made, that they are paying for manse repairs in 
Walls, a thing that occurred some twelve or twenty years ago. Can 
you explain why they are still paying these ecclesiastical assessments ?— 
I have been looking back in the book which I have in my possession. 
It only dates back to 1875, and I find no allusion to manse assessment in 
the rent book. The rent is stated at the same sum. 

21688. Supposing what they say were true that this rent was put on 
for the purpose of defraying ecclesiastical assessment, would it not be 
right to take it off if the assessment has been repaid ?—I should say so for 
my own par t ; if the place is really over rented, that is to say. But it is 
not entered in their rents as assessment. 

21689. Do you think it is a satisfactory state of things in the island for 
the people to be all dependent on one man—the landlord—who can turn 
them off next year, and upon your firm to whom they are indebted for the 
necessaries of life ?—It is the same with them as with those in Shetland 
and other islands where you have been; it is not for me to express an 
opinion. 

21690. Supposing you were proprietor of the place, and only got that 
small rent, would you keep it?—It would scarcely be worth keeping, 
considering the taxes. 

21691. Supposing the people were willing to buy portions of it would 
it not be wise to give it to the people of the place, and let them find their 
own way in the world ?—Yes, I think so. 

21692. Would it not be much better if they could buy the island them­
selves ?—Yes, I think so. 

21693. Have you anything to say about the development of the 
fisheries, or the advantages that might follow to the islanders from it ?— 
No doubt, if a better harbour could be made, the place might become a 
very important fishing station. I understand there is plenty of herring 
fishing round the island all the year, and the fishermen are aware of that. 

21694. And so far as you are aware, you have reason to believe it is 
quite correct ?—I believe it is. 

21695. And although it is at present rather inaccessible in the way of 
landing, the distance is not so great as to make the place out of the world 
altogether?—No. 

21696. Sir Kenneth Mackenzie.—You stated that Messrs Garriock 
offered to take the cattle over to the mainland and let the people have 
the price, less the freight ? What evidence have you that he did so ?—Mr 
Garriock told me. 

22697. To whom did he make this offer ?-—To the people j and I think 
gome present can confirm it j and I am sure Messrs Garriock would make 
the same offer now—to take the cattle over, and charge freight only.—Mr 
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SHETLAND. Gear. I am here to say not a man ever heard it.—Severed Inlanders. I 
— - never heard of it. 

FOULA. 21698. Sir Kenneth Mackenzie.—Well, the offer is made now. With 
Alexander regard to the paper issued by Messrs Garriock, you are, perhaps, aware 
Inkster. that some dozen years ago there was a prospect of Messrs Garriock leaving 

the island, and they then said they must have the whole trade or noue, 
and they sent a paper round to the people to know whether they wished 
them to remain; one condition of their remaining being that they should 
have the whole trade; and the people agreed that they should remain ; 
have Messrs Garriock given any indication that they have departed 
from that?—Mr Inkster. Not that I am aware of. 

21699. The condition is that they are to have the whole trade ?—Yes, 
without the whole trade of the island it would be worthless. 

21700. But, just now you said they were free?—Yes, in the event of 
their dividing the trade, Messrs Garriock & Co. would probably 
withdraw. 

21701. Professor Mackinnon.—That is the nature of the freedom ?— 
If the business could not be kept on they would withdraw. 

[ADJOURNED.] 

SHETLAND. LERWICK, SHETLAND, THURSDAY, JULY .9 , 1883 

LERWICK. Present :— 

Lord NAPIER AND ETTRICK, K.T., Cliairman. 
Sir KENNETH S. MACKENZIE, Burt. 
DONALD CAMERON, Esq. of Lochiel, M.P. 
C FRASER-MACKINTOSH, Esq., M.P. 
Sheriff NICOLSON, LL.D. 
Professor MACKINNON, M.A. 

JAMES ROBERTSON, Happy Hansel, Parish of Walls (37)—examined. 

James 21702. The Chairman.—Are you a delegate, or do you appear here on 
Robertson, your own account ?—I appear as a delegate. 

21703. How many persons took part in your election?—Probably 
fifty or sixty. 

21704. What statement did they desire that you should make on their 
behalf?—They wish fair and fixed rents, and security of tenure, and 
also compensation for improvements. A meeting of crofters in 
the parish of Walla was held in Old Happy Hansel school, on 
2nd July 1883, for the purpose of appointing delegates to appear before 
the Royal Commissioners, and state the grievances of the crofters 
in this district. Mr J. D. Robertson was unanimously elected 
chairman, and stated to the meeting the purpose for which the Royal 
Commission had been appointed. After some conversation it was 
unanimously agreed to, that the following were the principal griev-
1 ances of which the crofters have to complain, viz. ' 1. Excessively high 
' rents. The rent charged for land in this locality is much beyond its 
' productive value, land being generaUy of inferior quality. The rents 
1 in many cases have been doubled during the last thirty years. 2. The 
' crofters in Walls have no security of tenure, but are entirely at the mercy 
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' of the laird or factor, who at any time may drive them to the fields by SHETLAND. 
* giving forty daj's' notice. This state of matters is felt to be a very great ' 
' hardship, and gives no encouragement to tenants to improve their holdings. --•ERWICK. 
' 3. Although a tenant may improve the land he occupies to the fullest James. 
' extent, yet on his having to leave the croft, by his own wish or by the Robertson. 
4 order of the laird and factor, he cannot claim for any of the improve-
' ments he may have executed, but must walkout whether any compensa-
' tion is allowed or not. The crushing burden of rates which the tenant 
' has to pay presses very heavily on the people in this district, and tends 
' to pauperise them. The poor and school rates alone amount to the sum 
' of 7s. 9d. per pound, the half of which is payable by tenants. 
1 Although road money is paid, scarcely any of it is expended in country 
1 districts. The state of the roads in many places during the winter are a 
' source of danger to the community. The foregoing are the principal 
' grievances from which the crotters suffer, and this meeting would humbly 
' recommend to the notice of the Royal Commissioners that an alteration 
' of the existing state of things, so as to ameliorate the condition of 
' crofters, has become a dire necessity. The law would require to be 
1 changed so that the crofters could have the following privdeges, viz. (1) 
' security of tenure, with the existing scathold as formerly held ; (2) a 
' fair and fixed rent; (3) compensation for improvements , (4) reduction 
' of local rents by subsidy from Government to parishes where the rents 
' exceed 5s. per pound. Mr J . D. Robertson and Mr John Jamieson 
1 were appoin ed delegates.' (signed) J . D. ROBERTSON, Chairman, JOHN 
JAMIESON, and by sixty-nine others. On 7th July an adjourned meeting 
of crofters was held, when the foregoing statement was read, and unani­
mously approved of by all present. 

21705. Sir Kenneth Mackenzie.—It is stated in this paper that the 
crofters in Walls have no security of tenure; as a matter of fact, are 
removals frequent ?—No. 

21706. Is there much room for improvement of the crofts if security of 
tenure were given ?—Yes, much room. 

21707. "What size of croft do you hold?—A small croft of about a 
couple of acres or thereby. 

21708. Is it aU arable land ?—Yes, with right to scathold outside. 
21709. Is there room for you to increase the arable land ?—Not for me 

individually. 
21710. But have your neighbours much ground which they could 

improve ?—Yes, everybody has some. 
21711. Except you?—Yes, almost everybody. 
21712. Has any one in your recoUection added to his croft by improv­

ing the land ?—Yes, many. 
21713. Have rents been increased in consequence ?—They have. 
21714. Can you mention an instance where land was improved and the 

rent consequently increased ?—I cannot say it has been increased in 
consequence, but it has been increased very quickly after the improvement. 

21715. Give us an instance of that ?—There is the case of Lawrence 
Jamieson. 

2171G. What is the size of his croft1?—Probably five or six acres. 
21717. How much of that has he improved?—He was the incoming 

tenant; the rent was raised when he came in on account of improvements. 
21718. The outgoing tenant had improved the land;—Yes. 
21719. Why did the outgoing tenant leave it ?—Force of circumstances, 

not the will of the laird. 
21720. He was not able to pay the rent ?—He was not able to work 

the land ; he had too few of a family. 
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SHETLAND. 21721. And when he left he got no compensation ?—No 
21722. How long had he had the croft?—Probably from twelve to 

LERWICK. . 

twenty years. 
James 21723. Had he made much improvement upon it ?—Yes, he probably 

Robertson, doubled its extent. 
21724. What rent did he pay?—Originally about £ 3 , and latterly 

about £ 6 or £7 . 
21725. Was it increased on the outgoing tenant ?—The rent was about 

full to the outgoing tenant before any one came in. 
21726. And that in the course of twelve or fifteen years?—About that 
21727. What rent do you pay ?—£4 is the stipulated rent. 
21728. And rates besides that?—Yes. 
21729. You say your arable land is not above two acres"—I think so. 
21730. What stock do you keep?—No stock ; I work on a different 

system from anybody else. 
21731. What use do you make of your land1?—I principally raise 

potatoes. 
21732. What quantity do you raise?—It is rather a hard question. 
21733. Do you use them aU yourself ?—Yes, all of them. 
21734. How long do they keep you ?—We are supposed to have as many 

as we require until the new ones come in again. 
21735. Do you budd your own houses, or does the landlord do it?— 

The house I occupy is an old one, and I do the repairs on it myself. 
21736. It was originaUy built by the proprietor?—Yes. 
21737. Is it a slated house ?—Yea 
21738. How many rooms are there in it?—Originally there were four, 

it is a peculiar house that way; it is the property of the School Board, 
being the old schoolmaster's house. 

21739. Is it to the School Board you pay your rent?—I am supposed 
to pay to them; but I pay nothing, for reasons best known to myself. 
There is a dispute about whose it is. 

21740. What has become of the four rooms ?—The partition and bulk­
heads of most of them are away. 

21741. Who removed the partitions?—Time. 
21742. Are your potatoes sufficient to keep you for a year ?—Yes. 
21743. And you consider £ 4 a very high rent for that?—Yes, and 

consequently refuse to pay i t ; that is the reason I say I don't pay the rent. 
21744. Your neighbour Lawrence Jamieson, of whom you spoke, pays 

£6 , 10s. of rent?—Yes, about that. 
21745. And he has about six acres of land ?—About that. 
21746. WTiat stock does he keep?—About seven to nine cattle of aU 

kinds, young and old. 
21747. Ponies ?—I don't know if he has any; but that don't interfere 

with the croft. 
21748. That is on account of the scathold?—Yes, most of those who 

have ponies pay no rent; the hiHs are open. 
21749. Is it the custom of people who pay no rent to mike use of the 

scathold ground ?—Yes. 
21750. Do you hold that they have a right to do so?—They make a 

right any way; there have been no objections raised to their having a 
pony or two. 

21751. And if a tenant keeps a pony on the scathold you don't count 
that part of his rights ?—No, he may keep one or a hundred, and no one 
interferes. 

21752. "What sort of house has Lawrence Jamieson?—A very good 
thatched house. 
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21753. Did the landlord put it up 1—I suppose he did originaUy. SHETLAND. 
21754. And the tenant keeps it in repair Ì—Yes. 
21755. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—Have you got any leases in the place R"TCg" 

where you are ?—No, I am not aware of any. Jan.es 
21756. Is there no such thing known?—No, I think not. Robertson 
21757. You are entirely tenants at will ?—Yes. 
21758. I think you said the people are very willing to improve if they 

were sure they would not be turned out without the value of their 
improvements ?—Yes. 

21759. Who is proprietor of the land about?—There is no one pro­
prietor ; it is a sort of republic; there are about twenty. 

21760. But a republic without liberty ?—Without much liberty. 
21761. Mr Cameron.—You mean too much liberty ?—Yes, too much. 
21762. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—What is the biggest rent of any single 

member of the republic ?—I don't know of any above £ 5 or £6, except 
house tenants. 

21763. None of the people who signed the paper you read are land­
lords themselves ?—Yes, one small landlord signed that paper. 

21764. To whom do the bulk of the people who signed the paper pay 
rents?—To Mr Scott, the laird of Melby. 

21765. Is he the proprietor of the island of Foula ?—Yes. 
21766. Does he live near you ?—Yes, just a few miles over the hills. 
21767. Does he reside there the most of the year ?—Yes; he is not of 

age yet 
21768. Who has charge of the estate'J—Mr Garriock, Raewick. 
21769. Is he any friend or relation of the laird !—Not so far as I know. 
21770. Does the proprietor or those who act for him lay out any money 

in improving the estate ?—Yes, there is some laid out in making new 
houses ; there is so much given, and the tenant does the rest. 

21771. Is that going on just now ?—Yes. 
21772. You have no complaint, so far as houses are concfrmil |—No, 

no particular complaint. All the repairs are done by the tenant. 
21773. You state in the paper that the crushing burden of rates which 

the tenants have to pay presses very heavily upon the people of the 
district, and tends to pauperise them; whose fault is it that the burdens 
are so heavy 1—That is a question we cannot decide. 

21774. You are not the causes of it yourselves, are you?—I don't 
think it. 

21775. Don't you think it is as much the interest of the proprietor as 
the tenants to keep down the rates ?—Yes, more so. 

21 776. Do you know what the school rate is in the parish of Walls ?— 
I think 2s. 7d. in the pound of rental this year; it will be better than 
3s. in the pound next year. 

21777. One half payable by the landlord and one half by the tenant ? 
—Yes. 

21778. What is the poor rate?—2s. 6d. I think on each side, on the 
nett rent, not the gross. 

21779. You complain of the road money, is that a heavy assessment? 
—I think 6d. in the pound. 

21780. Do you pay in Walls an ecclesiastical assessment—an assess­
ment for the church or manse, or something which was done some years 
ago %—No, not exactly; it was simply a raising of rent, and no cause 
given. It was not paid for church buildings or parochial buildings; it 
was simply a rise of rent at the time the parochial buildings were put up, 
some twelve or fourteen years ago. 

21781. And it still continues 1—And in all probability will. 

http://Jan.es
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SHETLAND. 21782. Do you recollect when it was first put on ?—I think it was in 
1869, but I cannot say exactly. 

LERWICK. 21783. What makes the people in Foula, where we were yesterday, 
James think that an ecclesiastical rent ?—The opposition of religious matters, I 

Robertson, suppose. 
21781. But your receipts don't bear that it is an ecclesiastical burden1? 

—Not in the least. 
21785. One of the things you ask is a reduction of local rates by a 

subsidy from Government, in parishes where the rates exceed 5s. 
per pound; who made the suggestion at the meeting that the Government 
should relieve you of part of the rates ?—I think it was I myself, if I 
remember rightly. 

21786. Where did you get that idea?—The Government now gives us 
help towards maintaining lunatics, and they pay a certain proportion to 
the doctor for the poor, and in a place where the rates are heavy, why 
should they not pay something towards the maintenance of the poor as 
welll 

21787. That was what passed through your mind when you made that 
suggestion ?—Yes ; they help in one direction, and why not in another, 
when the burden is so high Ì Next year the school rate may be half as 
much more than it is now. 

21788. Are the school buildings not all yet erected ?—No, not yet. 
21789. The Chairman.—You stated that you use almost all your 

ground for the raising of potatoes ?—Yes, I don't raise any corn. 
21790. Do you sell any potatoes ?—No, I very rarely sell any. 
21791. Do you always cultivate the same ground for potatoes, or do 

you observe any rotation ?—All round are shifting. 
21792. Do you shift %—Not always. 

21793. Do you observe a rotation?—No, no regular rotation. 
21794. Do you keep a c w ?—Not at present. 
21795. How do you manure the ground?—With the refuse from the 

fire, or anything of that kind—ashes. 
21796. You don't use any sea-weed 1—No, it is rather too far away. 
21797. Do you find that the ground is exhausted1?—No doubt, it will 

be exhausted in the long run. 
21798. You said that most of the tenants in the neighbourhood paid 

rent to Mr Scott of Melby, do any pay rent to Adie ?—Not in our 
immediate neighbourhood. 

21799. I thought you were at Yoe ?—I am at Voe, Walls, and Adie's 
property is at Voe, Delting. 

21800. Are the tenants on Mr Scott of Melby's ground under any 
obligation to fish for any particular person ?—No, they are free to fish to 
whom they will, and sell to whom they will. 

21801. There is no complaint about that ?—No. 
21802. In your neighbourhood are there any people so far from the 

high road that they don't benefit by it ?—Many. 
21803. Is there any township very far from the high road?—One half 

of the parish of Sandness is about eight miles from any road except what 
the sheep have tracked through the heather. 

21804. Is there any kind of track a cart could go along?—Not across 
the hills. 

21805. Has the proprietor ever done anything towards making a road ? 
—The Road Trustees commenced a road, and made a small bit at each 
end, and then stopped. 

21806. The proprietors and tenants have never done anything towards 
making a road ?—Nothing worthy of the name. 
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21807. Have they made an attempt to make a road ?—Very little. SHETLAND. 
21808. The authorities cannot make a road everywhere; but supposing 

the proprietor was to offer to the tenants to make a road privately, would R" I C K ' 
the tenants help the proprietor ?—Not unless compelled. James 

21809. Supposing the proprietor said he would pay half the expense, Rubci-tsoa. 
would the tenants do something on their part Avithout payment Ì—No, 
nothing without payment now. 

21810. You said the rent was raised about the time the manse was 
built ?—Yes, the manse was built and the church repaired. 

21811. And about the same time there was a rise of rent ?—Yes. 
21812. But it was not specified in your papers that it was ou account 

of the manse and repairs ?-—No, simply a rise all over. 
21813. Do you think there was any connection between the building 

of the manse and the raising of the rent ? — Certainly, the laird had to 
get the money from some quarter, and make good the difference. 

21814. Was it the general impression of the people that the one thing 
was caused by the other?—It was. 

21815. There are, I suppose, some people belonging to the Established 
Church?—I think the majority—perhaps not a majority of the parish, 
but a majority of the church-going people—belong to the Established 
Church. 

21816. And the Established Church people thought so themselves ?— 
I never heard a dissenting voice to that. 

21817. Did it cause much discontent?—It caused a good deal of talk. 
21818. Were the Established Church people just as much discon­

tented as the dissenters ?—Yes, if possible more so. 
21819. Have you any other statement you wish to make?—No, 

nothing in particular,- we have nothing to say against the lairds or factors, 
simply against the law as it stands. 

21820. You wish security of tenure? How long do you think a lease 
ought to be ?—A man would require twenty years. 

21821. You think if they had that they would give satisfaction ?—Yes, 
I think it would give great satisfaction. There is an unwritten law now 
supposed to exist—and that is what is wanted to be altered—that is, as 
long as a man is honest and pays his rent, he may remain. There have 
been no evictions amongst us for sake of sheep; the great grievance is 
that the proprietor should take advantage of the law, and enclose the 
scathold, and leave them worse than nothing. It is evil to come that we 
fear; we have had advantages in Walls which they have not had any­
where in Shetland. 

21822. I thought HiHswick was as well off as Walls?—Not in times 
past. We have a number of proprietors and lairds, and amongst the lot 
we have more liberty than the people elsewhere. A great advantage in 
keeping down rents was emigration to New Zealand • and owing to the 
natural formation of the parish, it cannot be let for farms. 

21823. When the people went away, did they go of their own accord ? 
—Of their own free will. 

21824. How were they encouraged to go?—By free emigration. 
21825. Did any agent come to explain to them?—Yes, there were 

travelling agents about that time. 
21826. How did the people find money to go?—There was no money 

required ; the emigration was free. 
21827. When they got abroad, were they given laud?—^so, they jurt 

worked at the best thing that turned up. 
21828. How did they succeed ?—As a rule, all well. 
21829. Do they write to their friends in this country?—Yes. 

4f l 
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SHETLAND. 21830 . A re a n y m o r e people going out to them Ì—If emigration was 
~ ~ free now, probably they would. 

" 21831. How was the money recovered from those who were taken out 
James f r e e ?—It never was recovered ; it was the New Zealand Government 

Robertson, tha t took them out, no t private individuals. 
21832. W e r e whole families taken, or only men ?—Whole families, 

men, women, and chi ldren; bu t families had to find their own way to 
London. 

21833. Did the Government supply them with food, or did they take 
their own provisions ]—The Government supplied them. 

THOMAS EWANSON, Crofter and Fisherman, Papa S tour (50)—examined. 

Thomas 21834. Mr Cameron.—Have you any statement to make1?—Yes. 
Ewanson. « W e the undersigned, crofters in the island of Papa Stour, hereby 

' humbly beg to bring the undermentioned grievances under which 
c we are at present living, before the notice of the Royal Crofters Com-
' missioners now visiting Shetland. (1) That owing to peat ground being 
' exhausted on the island, we have been compelled to transport our peats 

* for the last twelve years from Papa Lit t le and the Ness of A i thness, 
1 the former a distance of nine miles and the latter of ten miles from this 
' island, over a tempestuous bay, often at the risk of life. (2) That since 
' 1870 we have been deprived of a large proportion of our scathold by it 
* being fenced i n ; and although this has been done, we have had no 
' reduction of our rents, bu t on the contrary, for the last thirty years, 
' repeated rises on the rents have been made for reasons unknown to us, 
' so tha t we consider tha t if our crofts were valued by a valuator 
- appointed by Parliament, tha t we would be found at present paying 
' rents for them far above their value. (3) That we have at present no 
' compensation granted us for building outhouses, nor for other im-
' provements made on our crofts, when we remove from them. 
' This we consider is unfair, and is a matter tha t Ave th ink ought to be 
' altered ; also tha t we would very much desire to have security against 
' being evicted from our holdings, while we can pay a fair value for them, 
' and wish to remain on them. W e hereby appoint Thomas Ewanson 
' and J o h n Sinclair as delegates, to being the above mentioned grievances 
' before the Royal Crofters Commissioners. Trusting that our petition will 
' get their favourable consideration, and their petitioners will ever pray.— 
' W i t JOHNSON, J O H N U M P H R A T , and twenty-two others .—Papa Stow, 

- July 16, 1883 . ' 
21835. You complain that the peat ground is exhausted, so tha t you 

are compelled to transport peat a long distance over a stormy bay 1—Yes. 
21836. W h a t remedy can you suggest for tha t state of things'?—We 

would require some compensation for our work. W e are all fishermen, 
and we spend part of the best time for fishing in procuring peats. Twenty-
four days Ave calculate it takes to bring eight months ' fire from Papa Little 
and A i thness, and that during the best part of our fishing time. 

21837. You Avould like to be paid for the labour of transporting your 
own peats 1—Yes, or to receive compensation for it in some Avay from the 
proprietor. If we spend our t ime carrying peats to the island, we lose 
our fishing ; and if we lose our fishing, Ave cannot pay our rents. 

21838. Is there any fuel now in the island ]—There is l i t t le or nothing 
now , i t is all scalped b a r e ; and tha t has cleaned all the sort of pasture 
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we had. We take about four months' burning from a part of the island, SHETLAND, 
and about eight months from the other place we transport from. . 

21839. What is the population of Papa Stour?—I cannot exactly say. .-, 
21840. How many families are there on it 1—Thirty-six. Thomas 
21841. Has each family got a certain amount of arable ground which Ewanson. 

it cultivates1?—Yes, some more some less. 
21842. Have you any idea what number of acres each family 

cultivates ?—I could hardly tell you ; four or three, or perhaps not three 
in some cases. 

21843. What is the size of your own croft ?—I was just removed to 
one there last season, and I cannot teU you exactly. 

21844. Is the one you removed to larger or smaller than the one you 
left ?—About the same size, but it is inferior in quality. 

21845. Why were you removed ?—I removed of my own accord to try 
and better myself. 

21846. But you made an unfortunate selection ?—I have three different 
times removed on the ground of the same proprietor—Lady Nicolson. 

21847. Always intending to better yourself?—Yes. 
21848. And have you always made the same unfortunate choice ?—No 

betterment yet. 
21849. Do you propose to try again ?—Yes. 
21850. At these different removals, who got the places you left1?—In 

some cases other tenants on the same proprietor's ground got them, and 
others were laid waste. 

21851. Left unoccupied ?—It is occupied now, but at a reduction of 
rent 

21852. I am afraid there are too many families residing on Papa 
Stour for the quanity of fuel on it ?—Yes, and I think about one-third 
of the people on the place have left on that account. 

21853. How many families do you think could remain with the quantity 
of fuel there is ?—They could not do with the fuel in the island with­
out some from other places. 

21854. Could they not manage if the population, were reduced ?—No, 
not without some of the better quality of fuel along with it. 

21855. How long is it estimated that the four months' supply of fuel 
will last with the present number of families?—I cannot exactly say. 

21856. Does it look ldve lasting many years?—No, it is near about 
out altogether. 

21857. Then people will be left shortly without peat in the island at 
all ?—Yes. 

21858. The island will be hardly habitable under these conditions, 
will it?—Hardly. 

21859. Who*is the factor ?—Mr Thomas Adie. 
21S6O. Have you ever heard what the factor intends doing in view of 

this state of thing ?—No. 
21861. Do you think it wLU be possible to live without peat, which 

you can only get by conveying it twelve miles across a stormy bay ?—Ic 
is not possible to do without it. 

21862. Peat is a heavy and bulky article to transport1?—It is. 
21863. Is there any other property belonging to Lady Nicolson to 

which the families on the island might be removed ?—None nearer that 
they could have. 

21864. Has she any property on the mainland?—Yes, but none nearer 
or more suitable. 

21865. Has she any property in the vicinity where peat could be cut? 
—None that I know of. 
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BHETLACTD. 21866. Can you describe the arrangements under which the scat hold 
T ^ is pastured by the tenants. Does each tenant put on any quantity of stock 

. ' he likes,—cattle, ponies and sheep ?—Yes at present, but some have only 
Thomas a few and some none. 

Euanson. 21867. Is there any rule by which the number is regulated?—There 
was a rule a few years ago. 

21868. And what happened to that rule?—It did not stand ; it was 
laid down, but did not stand. 

21869. Why did it not stand?—The tenants just got their will the 
same as before. 

21870. Did the tenants not approve of the rule ?—No. 
21871. They would rather return to tbf- old system under which 

everybody put exactly what he pleased upor the scathold !—"Yes. 
21872. Don't you think the rule was fair and just towards the tenants, 

that each person should be allowed to put OP a certain number and no 
more ?—Yes, if it were carried out. 

21873. But the majority of the tenant? thought otherwise1?—Yes; 
those that had the stock put them on again, and the others had not the 
ability to raise the stock. 

21874. When was the scathold taken off—ten or fourteen years ago?— 
Yes, it was after that when they wished to go back to the old rule. 

21875. After the scathold had been fenced?—Yes. 
21876. "What proportion was fenced off ?—I could not tell you, but 

the tenants wish to have it back again. 
21877. Wrhat was done with the scathold?—It is a sheep farm. 
21878. Who occupies it?—William Humphray, crofter. 
21879. How did he get money enough to take this larger holding?— 

Perhaps he was helped by the factor, Mr Thomas Adie. 
21880. Was he just an ordinary crofter?—He was a fidiernian and 

crofter before. 
21881. Wras he supposed to have made sufficient money to take and 

stock this land ?—He did not have it of himself. 
21882. Was there any opposition manifested by the other crofters 

when this man got the scathold fenced off for himself ?—Yes, they went 
to Mr Adie, and wished to have it as it was before, but it was not granted. 

21883. Have you any idea by what amount the stock kept by the 
other crofters was reduced in consequence of this fencing oif of a portion 
of the scathold ?—I could not tell that. 

21884. What stock do you keep yourself?—I keep two Shetland milk 
cows, one quey, one calf, one pony, and about ten sheep; and that is as 
many as can be kept on an average on the island. 

21885. Is that about an average of what each crofter keeps?—That is 
about the average of what can be kept; some have none at all, and some 
have double, treble, or quadruple that. 

21886. Do they all pay the same rent ?—There is a difference in the 
rents of the crofts, but they aU pay the same for the scathold ; there is no 
difference with respect to that 

21887. Is the difference in the number of cattle held by the tenants 
caused by one crofter doing well by fishing, and another falling into poor 
circumstances and having to sell his stock ?—Partly, and partly to not 
being able to begin ; they cannot take any sheep from the mainland on 
account of the sheep disease ; it is clearing the island. 

21888. What sheep disease?—Scab. 
21889. Is it bad on the mainland?—In some places it is. 
21890. Is it always existing there ?—Always to some extent 
21891. Don't they use dips to preserve the sheep from scab ?—Oh yes. 
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21892. Do they not find that that cures it ?—Very likely it does, but SHETLAND. 
I cannot tell; we are not using it. 

21893. Don't you think you ought to use it if you want your sheep to LEKWICF. 
get free from scab ?—We are not troubled with it. Thomas 

21894. Does any of that scab come among the ponies ?—Yes. Ewanson. 
21895. The same scab ?—Not the same. 
21896. Are the people on the mainland not aware that scab is a thing 

that sticks to the ground, and that they will get it every year unless they 
make an effort to clear it away by proper dips ?—Perhaps some of them 
are aware of it. 

21897. Who looks after the sheep ?—Just themselves. 
21898. Each manages for himself?—Yes. 
21899. Are there any large sheep farms in the neighbourhood 1—Yes, 

there are some through Shetland, but I don't know much about them. 
21900. Do you think these sheep farmers don't try to persuade the 

crofters to keep their sheep clear of scab 1—No, I never heard that they 
did. 

21901. What rent did you pay?—£6, 10s. 
21902. And about three or four acres of arable ground ?—I think about 

four acres, as far as I can learn. 
21903. You say you have no compensation guaranteed for building 

houses; have many of the crofters built houses ?—Yes; I have been on 
four farms belonging to Lady Nicolson, and I have got very little com­
pensation for building a house 28 feet by 12 feet by 6 feet 5 inches. 
1 built it, and left it without getting anything. 

21904. Did you budd outhouses on each croft you occupied?—Yes, 
out of the quarry. 

21905. Did you ask for compensation ?—I asked for it once, and got a 
denial, and I never asked again. 

21906. Do you know if any other crofters built any houses for them­
selves ?—For the most part. 

21907. Have the crofters in this island been in the habit of shifting 
about voluntarily in the way you have done ?—Yes. 

21908. What makes them change their quarters?—They think they 
may be better at one place than another. 

21909. How many of the thirty-three families changed in the course of 
one year ?—Some years there is not any change, and some years there may 
be three or four shifting about. 

21910. Are there many seals in the island?—No, there is hardly one 
to be seen. 

21911. Used there to be a lot?—Yes, there were plenty at one time, 
but there is scarcely one now. 

21912. What has. happened to them?—I don't know; perhaps ihey 
have lost their course, or have been killed. 

21913. Were they a source of profit to the crofters?—No. 
21914. You say you desire to have security against being evicted from 

your holdings ?—Yes. 
21915. But this dreadful fact about peats leaving you would not make 

you fond of the island ?—It is a fine fishing place. All the inhabitants 
are fishermen, and they don't wish to leave the island. 

21916. What do you and your neighbours expect or propose should 
be done when the supply of peat comes to an end ?—We can hardly state 
that at present. 

21917. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—Are the two properties in Papa Stour 
divided ?—Yes, the whole ground is divided by the lairds; a march is 
laid out between the properties. 
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SHETLAND. 21918. When you are selling any beast, what market do you go to?— 
' Voe—to Mr Adie's place or to Walls. 

BERWICK. 21919. Do any dealers come to Papa Stour 1—No. 
Thomas 21920. What communication have you got with the mainland ; how 

Ewanson. do you get your letters 1—There are two posts which come across every 
week in summer, and one in winter. 

21921. With regard to this crofter who you say has got a big farm, 
what rent does he pay ?—He has a small croft, only he has a sheep farm 
along with it. About £ 4 was the rent. 

21922. What does he pay for the sheep farm ?—I cannot toll you. 
21923. Does he pay £50 ?—No. 
21924. £301—No. 
21925. Have you any idea what stock he has?—I could not tell you. 

He has a good stock on it of small sheep. 
21926. Where does it lie—down towards the caves where the seals 

are ?—It is at the North Ness. 
21927. Is that where the caves and seals are?—No. 
21928. Has he got the best part of the pasture—the best in the 

island ?—It is aU the pasture in the island now. 
21929. When passing it yesterday some of the tops were very green 

indeed ; I presume that was his farm ?—That was the north-east part; 
his was where Mr Adie's station is. 

21930. Will you explain how it is possible to remedy the state of 
matters about the peats. Supposing the proprietors were to put up a 
pier where your boats could land, would that be enough ?—No, it would 
not do. Wr6 would need to cure our peats ourselves, if he could put 
them on the island to us clear of labour. We would like if he put them 
on the island, and then it woidd not take our time from the fishing. 

21931. You would like him to transport them ?—Yes, clear of expense. 
21932. Are there any peits in the small island—Papa Little ?—No; 

there was a tenant on it, but it is under sheep pasture now. 
21933. Who has got it?—Mr Dickson. 
21934. Has he more than that island?—Yes. 
21935. Where?—He has the island of Lunga and Vementray. 
21936. That island would be of no use to you?—It would be of no 

Use as pasture unless we had it altogether. 
21937. Is the population increasing or falling off in Papa Stour?— 

Falling off. The crofters are all leaving it on account of the want of 
peats. 

21938. The only reason for your remaining in the island is because 
the fishing is good ?—Yes, 

121939. You know Fetlar ?-—Yes. 
21940. Is it far from you?—It is on the east side, and we are on the 

west side. 
21941. There is plenty of vacant ground there, on the Nicolson 

property ?—Probably, I cannot tell you. 
21942. You have not been there?—I was only once ashore. 
21943. Has Lady Nicolson any property near where you are except 

this island ?—None that I know of: only this place where we cut peat. 
21944. Does the whole of that island belong to her?—Yes. 
21945. The Cliairman.—You sail there was no scab on the sheep on 

your island ?—None on the island. 
21946. Has there never been scab on your island?—None that I know 

of. 
21947. You say they are not allowed to bring sheep from the mainland 

on to the island Ì—-No. 
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21948. Who is it that lays down that law—is it the proprietor or the SHETLAND, 
crofters themselves ?—The crofters themselves. 

21949. But you say that the ponies have had the scab ?—They have WICK" 
hail w h a t we call t h e hor se disease. Thomag 

21950. Is it a kind of scab?—No. Ewanson. 
21951. Is it quite a different thing ?—Yes, it won't affect the sheep, so 

far as I know. 
21952. You say you got no compensation for the outhouses ?—No. 
21953. When you put up outhouses, do you build them with stone 

and lime, or only with dry stones ?—Dry stones. 
21954. And what sort of roof is put ou ?—A wood and earth roof. 
21955. Thatched %—Yes. 
21956. It is dry stones \—Yes. 
21957. When you leave one place to go to another, are you allowed to 

carry away the wood of the roof ?—Yes, in some cases they will get the 
chance to do it. 

21958. Did you take away the wood of your roof?—In some places, 
and in some places I left it. The tenant who came in paid for it. 

21959. Then the loss you have is the dry stone walls ?—Yes. 
21960. That is all]—Yes. 
21961. What do you think is the value of the dry stone walls and the 

labour of the outhouses ?—I could hardly teU you; we never put any 
value upon them. 

21962. Would it be £21—Yes. 
21963. Professor MacKinnon.—Is that place from which you get peats 

the nearest where peats are to be had ?—There are plenty others, but 
none belonging to the same proprietor. 

21964. What are the places which are nearer ?—Sandness Voe. 
21965. Is that the place from which the Sandness people get their 

peats ?—Yes. 
21966. Who is the proprietor there?—Mr Scott of Melby. 
21967. There is plenty of peat upon his property ?—Yes, plenty ; but 

I suppose they are far up from the sea. 
21968. How far is it from you by land and sea to where the peats 

could be had most conveniently ?—Most part from Sandness Voe. 
21969. Is there a convenient landing place at your island?—Yes. 
21970. And it is a good fishing station?—Yes. 
21971. For whom do you fish?—Mr Adie. There is a good fishing 

Station, and plenty of room for more. 
21972. Is it white fishing you all follow?—White fishing and herring 

fishing. 
21973. Where do you fish ?—To the west. 
21974. Far out in the oceau?—Yes, sometimes far out, and sometimes 

not very far. 
21975. Are you able to fish any in winter?—Yes, with the small 

boats, and in summer with big boats. 
21976. Do you fish for Mr Adie in winter?—Yes. 
21977. Does he keep a store on the island?—Yes. 
21978. And you get your stores from him?—Yes; but not altogether. 
21979. Where else do you go for stores?—To Sandness. 
21980. Who is factor on your estate?—Mr Adie. 
21981. There is no other fish-curer in Papa except Mr Adie?—None. 
21982. The only compensation you could get for the want of there 

rates is, I suppose, the reduction of your rent ?—We wiU leave that to 
the management 

21983. What were you looking for?—For the reduction of the rent, 
do the peats put over, as I stated. 
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SHETLAND. 21984. Either that the proprietor should reduce the rents or ferry the 
peats ?—Yes. 

LERWICK. 21985. You would cut them and dry them yourselves ?—Yes. 
Thomas 21986. When you were not busy with the fishing ?—Yes. 

Ewanson. 21987. How could that ferrying best be done—by taking a big vessel ? 
—Yes. 

21988. Then, I suppose, if there were an equal reduction in the rents, 
you could do that yourselves—hire a big vessel, and get the peats across, 
as well as the proprietor ?—No, I don't suppose we could. 

21989. Why not?—I don't think we could manage. 
21990. Sheriff Nicolson.—Have you a church in Papa Stour?—Yes. 
21991. An Established church %—Yes. 
21992. Is there any other church ?—There was one, but it has gone 

down now ; a Methodist chapel. 
21993. Have you more than one school ?—No, only one. 
21994. Is it convenient to the inhabitants?—There is a new school 

which they are commencing to build just now. 
21995. Is it convenient to the children of the island ?—Yes. 
21996. Do they attend well?—Yes, 
21997. Have you a doctor?—There is one in the parish of Walls. 
21998. How far is that ?—Six miles and a mile across the sound. 
21999. Do you find it a hardship that he should be so far from you ?— 

Yes, we very seldom see him. 
22000. Does he not come regularly to vaccinate the children ?—He 

comes, but not regularly. 
22001. Do you know if there are any children in the island who have 

not been vaccinated ?—I don't think there are any. 
22002. Are you liable to any particular disease in tho island ?—None at 

present that I know of. 
22003. Then you will not miss the doctor very much ?—Yes, there is 

great need for a doctor, and very poorly we are served with him. 
22004. Professor Mackinnon.—Where does he stay ?—Walls. 
22005. Six miles from Sandness ?—Yes. 

WILLIAM HUTCHESON, Crofter and Fisherman, Whalsay (60)—examined. 

V.'il'inm 22006. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—Have you been appointed a delegate 
Huioheson. to come here?—No. 

22007. You have come of your own accord ?—Yes. 
22008. Have you got any written statement ?—No. 
22009. What have you to say?—I have to complain of the high rents 

and want of pasture. 
22010. Who is the proprietor of the island?—Mr Bruce of Whalsay, 

and Mr William Irvine is factor. 
22011. Does Mr Bruce live on the island ?—No, he lives in Edinburgh, 

a young boy. 
22012. Has he any other property besides this island?—Yes, he has 

property at Ness. 
22013. What is he generally called ?—Bruce of Symbister. 
22014. How many families are there altogether ?—About 100, I think, 

I could not exactly say how man v. 
22015. Then the population will be about 500?—900, I think. 
22016. Is it increasing ?—Yes. 
22017. What rent do you pay ?—£6, 16s. for 4* acres of land. 
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22018. Does that £6, 16s. mean taxes as weh\ or is it bare rent 1— SHETLAND. 
Bare rent, and the taxes vary from 18s. to 22s. I have paid £7 , 14s., 
and I have paid £7, 18s. The latter is the highest I have paid and the L E ^_ C K -
former the lowest—that is, in twenty years. I t was in 1863 that the land William 
was planted and over-rented. Hutcheson. 

22019. What stock do you keep upon that 4^ acres'?—I can keep 
two cows and a quey in winter. 

22020. Have you any ponies ?—No. 
22021. Any sheep 1—No sheep. 
22022. Does that croft support you?—No, I have to buy six LolLs of 

meal in the year. 
22023. What family have you got?—Four of a family. 
22024. Is the size and the rent of your holding about the average of 

those over the island 1—No, mine is one of the least 
22025. Can you tell me what is the biggest rent paid by any one 

person ?—Mine is the biggest, unless one, I think, in the Island. 
22026. Do I understand from you that other people have better places 

than yours ?—I think so. I think I have a worse place than some, and 
a heavier rent. Some have better places and less rent. 

22027. Were you born on the island 1—Yes. 
22028. Have you been there all your days ?—Yes. 
22029. In the same place ?—No, but in the same town. I have been 

just once shifted. 
22030. What rent did you pay when you first set up house for yourself ? 

—28s. or 30s. for three merks of land. 
22031. Put that into acres for me ?—I could not do that. 
22032. Is that as much as the 4£ acres you have now ?—It was more, 

but we were on a different system then ; we were going to the fishing and 
getting a very little for the fish, and had a very low rent. Then when 
the land was planted we got an over-rent to pay. 

22033. Were you fishing for the landlord in those times ?—Yes. 
22034. On what terms had you to do so ; were you obliged to supply 

him on his own terms ?—Yes. 
22035. In those days if you had anything at your credit did you get 

money ?—Yes, if there was any over; but there never was very much 
over. 

22036. In some places we were told that in those old times the people 
were better off; but in your opinion it was not sol—I cannot say they 
were so;—but if they are better now it is owing to the people getting 
their eyes enlightened. 

22037. I daresay they require a little more light still ?—I think so. 
22038. For whom do you fish now ?—Messrs Irvine, Hay, & Co. 
22039. They are very influential people in this island f—Yea, they are 

indeed. 
22040. And have got stations here, there, and everywhere ?—Yes. 
22041. On what conditions do you fish for them?—They give as good 

prices as another. 
22042. Have you any share in the boat in which you fish ?—Yes, 

every man has a share in his boat. 
22043. Do the boat's crew get half the produce ?—I suppose if Hay 

and Co. own the boat they get half-catch; but generally the men own 
the boat themselves. 

22044. Do you own your boat ?—I am too old a man to go ; I don't go 
in the boats. 

22045. How long is it since you went in a boat ?—Three yeara 
22046. Have you any sons %— I have two. 
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SHETLAND 22047. D o they live with you?—One of them lives with me, bu t I am 
"~"""" __ obliged to him or I could not live. 

LEU-WICK. 22048. Is your grievance tha t you are paying too heavy rent?—Yes, 
William the full rent, and the seathold taken off from us. 

Hutehesou. 22049. Tell us about the scathold ?—It was taken off for the sheep 
farm on the island, half of the island is taken off for that , and so 
100 families left on the other half of the island, which is four miles lung 
and two broad. 

22050 . And the 100 families have got half of it ?—No, half the scat-
hold is taken off from them. 

22051 . Half of the scathold goes to these 100 families, and the other 
half to one man ?—Yes. 

220.52. W h a t is his name?—Zachary M 'Aulay Hami l ton. 
22053. How did he get tha t name?—From liis father, the minister of 

Bressay. 
22054. Does he live on the island ?—Yes. That is our grievance I have 

to complain of; and I have no place to tether a cow in, and cannot 
have a drop of milk. 

22055. Is tha t the state of matters among your neighbours?—Very 
near ; not one in the town has more than one cow, and there are twelve 
neighbours in the town. 

22056. Ts there a scarcity of milk for children in consequence?—Yes. 
22057. How long is it since Mr Hamil ton got the farm ?—I could not 

exactly say. 
22058. You said that in 18G3 the island was planted ?—Yes, bu t he 

had not got it then. 
22059. W h e n was it made into a sheep farm ?—-About 1865, if 1 

remember r igh t 
22060 . W a s he the first tenant ?—No, Mr Shepherd was the first there 

as a sheep farmer. 
22061. How long was he there ?—I th ink about seven years. 
22062. D i d he do well on i t?—Yes, he went south and took a far 

larger farm. Mr Hamilton, I reckon, is making as good a thing of it. 
22063. And by your account the crofters are making nothing of it ?— 

No, I am living on a smaU bare bit of land now for twenty years 4h 
acres of land for £ 6 , 16s. of rent. 

22064. Was there any other old cultivated land taken off and given to 
this sheep farm ?—Three holdings. 

22065. How many acres might be in these ho ld ings ; I suppose about 
fifteen al together?—About that. 

22066. A n d does that gentleman cultivate these lands?—No, he keeps 
them lying for grazing sheep. 

22067. I t is aU out of cropping?—Yes. 
22068. W h a t induced the proprietor to make this change in the island ? 

— T h e proprietor himself was badly when this took place, and shortly 
after he died. He was not fit to manage the place himself, and so h e let 
it out to these gent lemen 

22069. Have you any idea what rent Mr Hamil ton pays?— I heard, 
when Shepherd got it, tha t he was to pay £ 1 7 0 , but tha t might be true 
or it might not. 

22070 . Then he is not paying nearly so much as yourself and the 
other small tenants?—Nothing like it. 

22071 . And it doe3 not seem to be for the benefit of the proprietor 
t ha t he should be there a t a l l ?—I don' t t h ink it. 

22072. And it is certainly not for the benefit of the small people ?— 
No, it is greatly to our disadvantage ; for h is sheep are on the heather of 
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the hill, and our sheep would eat it while his won't His sheep never SHETLAND, 
taste it. 

22073. It comes to this, that the pastures must therefore be felling " " " ^ 
back if they are not properly eaten?—I believe it is getting no good. William 

22074. "Why didn't the people in the island meet in the way they Hutdieson. 
have done in other places aud send delegates to come here ?—They met 
and sent delegates. 

22075. I think you stated you were not one of them 1—I am not one, 
I only wanted to come here to get a hearing if possible, there are delegates 
here besides me. 

22076. Is John Stewart a delegate ?—No, but he wants a hearing. 
22077. Is James Shearer a delegate ?—No. 
22078. Is Alexander Jamieson a delegate ?—No; but they want a 

hearing. 

WALTER WILLIAMSON, Fisherman and Crofter, Burralsle(59)—examined. 

22079. Sheriff Nicolson.—Are you a delegate ?—lam. Walter 
22080. You were elected by your people ?—Yes. William.; u, 
22081. Have you any statement to make?—Yes. ' A t a meeting of 

' crofters, held within the U.P. Church, Burra Isle, on the 18th of June, 
' Mr Walter Williamson and Mr James Smith were appointed to repre-
1 sent them before the Royal Commission, and c.dl attention to the follow-
' ing matters :—(1) We think the present rents are too high. (2) The 
1 proprietor will not give anything to build or repair houses, and if the 
' tenants themselves put up new houses they get no lease or promise of 
' compensation. (3) If the crofts are improved or made better by the 
1 tenants, there is a danger of the rents being raised without any coni-
' pensation for the improvements. (4) The proprietor has power to put 
' out his tenants at forty days' warning—a hard and unjust law. (5) 
' District road money has been exacted for a number of years, but the 
' roads on the island are only now begun. (6) Fair rents—rents fixed by 
' a competent valuator, and not by the proprietor,—are desired : also 
' security against evictions. The proprietor should not have power to 
' turn out a tenant if he is paying a fair rent (7) WTe do not want the 
' scathold, or pasture land, taken from us, as we think it belonged to 
' us originally.—WALTER WILLIAMSON, Chairman,—20t/i June, 1883.' 

22082. On which of the two islands do you live ?—West Burra. 
22083. How many families are on the island ?—There are about eighty 

crofters. 
22084. Who is the proprietor ?—-The Misses Scott 
22085. Where do they live ?—-Perhaps in Edinburgh. Burra is under 

trust, I understand, and for several years has beeu managed by Mr 
Garriock at ScaUoway. 

22086. How many families are on Easter Burra?—I don't know that 
22087. Is this paper only for Wester Burra ?—It is for both islands ; 

both islands are united. 
22088. You think your present rent is too high ?—We do. 
22089. What is your own rent?—£4, 4s. 4d. for the bit of croft I 

hold, and the small bit of another croft I paid £4 . 2s. 2d.; but the 
actual rent is £ 3 , 12s. 6d. exclusive of rates, for the croft I am in 
exclusive of the half croft. 

22090. Is that the ordinary rent?—I think it is rather below the 
average. 
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22091. What is the highest rent?—Perhaps £ 7 I would suppose, 
exclusive of rates. 

22092. And what is the lowest rent?—I think there is one croft at 
£ 1 , but only one. 

22093. How many animals can you keep?—I keep three cows; but 
then I have a bit of grass more than this—I have a guinea's worth of 
land in another place. I could not keep the three cows without buying 
provisions, until I got that guinea's worth of land. 

22094. How many sheep do you keep ?—The sheep upon Burra are 
in open pasture. The pasture is very poor, and has never been taken 
from us. Everybody is at liberty to keep as many as he can maintain 
alive. Some have as many as a score of the Shetland breed, and several 
crofters have none at all. 

22095. How many have you ?-—About a dozen. 
22096. What is the largest number anybody has?—I would fancy 

about a score or thereby. 
22097. What is the largest number of cows anybody has?—About four 

or five cows would be about the most. 
22098. What would you consider a fair rent for yourself ?—Some years 

ago, perhaps nineteen j^ears ago, I think, or thereby, we had £ 5 0 of rent 
laid upon the island, and we were very aggravated, and thought it unfair, 
and that is what we complain of. We were then in Burra island, under 
the thraldom of the truck system, and we felt it very much, because wo 
had no power over our fishing. We had to fish to the tacksman, and 
never knew the price of the fish until we came to settle, and the tacks­
man could give us just what he pleased. We felt very much aggrieved, 
and had several meetings among ourselves to see what plan or principle 
we might honestly and legally decide upon to keep ourselves clear men, 
and free like Englishmen. Englishmen have the boast of liberty; we 
could boast of none although we were British men. We were in bondage 
and slavery, and we had several meetings to get our liberty—the thing 
desired by all men. At one of these meetings we proposed to the law 
agent of the Misses Scott to give us a lease of Burra Isle for ourselves, 
and we would promise to pay the yearly rent in a day. Hay & Co. 
were then the lessees or tacksmen for Burra. We did not know that 
they were getting £ 5 0 off the rents of the island for drawing up rents 
and bad debts. We offered the law agent in Edinburgh the same rent 
they were paying, which turned out to be £ 5 0 more than the proprietor 
was actually getting. The law agent very likely thought it was better 
to get it from one gentleman than from a lot of rude fishermen and 
crofters, and he offered the same tacksman the land again at a new lease 
for the rent we were offering. He took it at that rent, and laid £30 
more upon us in return, and that is how we think we are paying too 
much rent. I was in a half croft in Burra before that, which was in a 
poor state. The house was not worth calling a house—it was nothing at 
alL The roof was like to come down, and so also were the walls. I 
went to the proprietor wanting assistance to build the house, and was 
told their laws were to give no assistance, and I got none. I added twelve 
feet to tha house, and made its walls higher, and gave it almost a new 
roof. The foUowing year I had 20s. added to my rent, and that I think 
an unfair and unjust thing. 

22099. Was that done immediately after your enlarging the house ?— 
The very year it happened after the enlarging of the house, when we 
wanted to get our liberty. I don't say it was because I enlarged the 
house, but the house being enlarged, there was no mercy on account of 
that, which I think was a very unjust thing indeed. 
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22100. Wliat improvement did you make upon the croft?—The croft SHETLAND, 
has not been of long standing. I remember the son sitting on it as T 

tenant—the son of the man who dragged it out of its virgin state, and . 
put it into a croft. It was very shallow ground; I ditched, up a good Walter 
deal, and quarried out stones, and improved it in many ways, and took a Williamson, 
great deal of sea ware and laid it upon it, and improved it for giving a 
crop; and I was indignant that, after all my improvement, it should have 
been immediately raised in rent. 

22101. Have any of your neighbours had their rents raised since that 
time?—The £ 5 0 was laid over the land, but chiefly on those who 
improved. 

22102. Has the rent been raised since then ?—No. I don't complain 
of Messrs Garriock & Co. Since the Truck Commission came we 
have little or no complaint to make. It is the only time we have ever 
got anything like the free liberty of free men. We act under him in 
every circumstance as we please under the bonds of the civil law. He 
does not want our fish, unless we want to sell to him : and if we want to 
sell to him he gives as good a price as any. Two years ago he gave us £1 
more than any other body. I don't come to complain against Mr 
Garriock, but I come here to complain of the confounded laws which 
hurt the poor crofters. I know the crofters have had a hard and bitter 
time for a long time back. I am free to tell that. 

22103. When did you get free from this truck yoke?—Just shortly 
after the Truck Commission came. We were watching it with a good 
deal of interest, and it is from that time only that the Burra people have 
had either a stitch of clothes on their back or a morsel of food. 

22104. Now you are at perfect liberty?—Yes, and a most blessed 
thing it is. We can do anything we like—either go to the merchant 
who gives the highest price, or cure our fish ourselves. 

22ÌO5. Have you no roads in the island?—That was considered a 
grievance, but the roads are getting on now; they are making fast 
jjrogress. 

22106. When did that begin?—Last winter, but they made little 
progress because the weather was bad, but now they are working pretty 
hard. 

22107. Have you horses?—Yes, a few have horses in Burra island, 
but I have none. 

22108. And carts?—No carts; no roads and no carts. There is not a 
cart on the island. 

22109. Is everything carried on people's backs?—Everything; and 
the poor women work a good deal harder than many of the rich men's 
horses. No true gentleman would work his horse so hard as our wives 
are wrought, and we must needs do that to make a creditable living. I 
did not for my own part wish to come here, but the meeting which was 
held wished me to come, and I said if they wished me I would do so, 
but my time was past, 

22110. You say you don't want the scathold taken from you :—is there 
any danger of that ?—There is nobody in Shetland has a bit of pasture 
anywhere worth while to take. I t is in great danger of being taken ; 
proprietors have taken it away yearly. 

22111. But none of yours has been taken yet?—No; and we have never 
heard of it being taken. It is not worth taking. I t is a strip of island 
and remarkably sea-girt, and a great amount of danger connected with 
stock on it. And the land is very bad. We believe the crofting popula­
tion not only in Shetland, but in Great Britain, is a great power? There 
is an everlasting amount of national wealth among the crofters. In 
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SHETLAND. Scalloway alone there is not a gentleman or business-man, or fisherman or 
— — common labourer, but his father or grandfather was a crofter, and in 

Lr.RK ICK. Lerewick.. it has been crofters since it began to rise. The crofters in 
Walter England, Scotland, and Ireland are, I contend, the wealth of the 

WiRiarnson. nation. They are there in war and peace, and it is nothing but just and 
equitable that they should have more fair play when I am dead than 
they had before, and it is the nation that must do it and not the land­
lords. Every man is a selfish man, and why not the landlords as well 
as others 1 We want improvements on our crops, aud also on our houses. 
Wè are living all through the country in hovels, and not houses. The 
blame of it lies on the landlord laws. I don't say it is on the landlords, 
but on the landlord laws. If I had been a landlord, I am not sure but 
I should be as bad; but there should be proper laws. 

EDWARD ARTHUR, Crofter and Fisherman, Wlialsay (G8)—examined. 

Edward 22112. Professor Mackinnon.—Have you any other employment 
Arthur, besides crofter and fisherman ?—No. I have been for some time in the 

sailor line in my time. 
22113. Were you long away as a sailor?—About a dozen years. 
22114. Were you a sailor or common officer1? No, just before the mast. 
22115. Have you a paper ?—Yes. 'To the Royal Commissioners 

' for the Highlands and Islands of Scotland.—Gentlemen, we your 
' petitioners, humbly state that we the crofters of Whalsay have 
' grievances that we would wish to lay before you, viz., that in many 
' cases our crofts have been reduced, and the rents raised ; and in con-
' sequence of verbal leases, and no compensation for improvement, tho 
1 crofters have poor encouragement for making improvements. And also 
' our scathold in many cases has been reduced, and in some cases wholly 
' taken away for sheep farming purposes, and consequently our chance of 
' making a living is very limited ; and likewise there is only one shop in 
• the island, and no more being permitted, we find it a .great incon-
' venience; and other grievances might be personally stated before you. 
1 —We are, gentlemen, your humble petitioners, Crofters of Whalsay.— 
' EDWARD ARTHUR, THOMAS HENDERSON, JAMES ROBSON, representatives 

• for the crofters of Whalsay.—25th June 1883.' 
22116. You heard the former witness from Whalsay, and what he 

said about the state of the island ?—Yes. 
22117. Do you agree with that so far as it went?—I quite agree with 

it. 
22118. You say in this paper that, in many cases, your crofts have been 

reduced ?—Yes, more tenants put on the land than there were there 
formerly. 

22119. When was this done?—1863, I think. 
22120. Mx Bruce of Symbisfpr w>= living at that time 1—Yos, ho was. 
22121. He was factor himself at that time?—The factor had not come 

in then; the laird was alive. 
22122. It was at that time that the crofts wore reduced by other 

people being sent in among you, and some of your crofts taken and given 
to those new people ?—Yes. 

22123. Where did these people come from?—From the islands. 
22124. They belonged to tho place?—Yes. 
22125. Were they aU sons of crofters themselves, just in the same 

place ?—Yes, gensrally; just the neighbours. 



Minutes of Evidence. 1391 

LERWICK. 

Edward 
Arthur. 

22126. And others came from the place where the new farm was SHETLAND, 
made ?—Yes. 

22127. How many farmlies came from where the new farm was made] 
—No, none of them came from that. 

22128. You say also that the rents were raised 1—Yes. 
22129. Was it at that time the rents were raised?—Yes; when the 

land was turned up, the rents were raised and the pasture land taken 
away at the same time. 

22130. How much was the rent raised ?—In the first of my time I paid 
£-1—I paid 25s. a merk, which was about an acre. But for the very same 
land for which I paid £4, without tithe, thirty years ago, I now pay 
£6 , 10s. with rates. We had no rates at that time, neither poor nor 
school rates. 

22131. And the rates are very high?—They are £1 now on me; so 
that really I pay £7 for what I got for £4 thirty years ago. 

22132. The boundaries of your croft have not been changed?—No. 
22133. And have the rents of the other crofters in Whalsay been 

raised in much the same way ?—Yes, the very same. 
22134. - Verbal leases' means that the people only held leases from 

year to year, I suppose ?—Yes. 
22135. And that they could be sent away at forty days' notice 1—Yes. 
22136. You think that if they had long leases aud compensation for 

improvement, they would make improvements more than they do?—Yes, 
there would then be better encouragement. 

22137. I suppose, as a matter of fact, people are not turned away?—No. 
22138. But still you think if they had security that they would 

not be turned away, they would work better?—Yes. The principal 
grievance at the present time is that our rents are far too high. We 
can raise very few cattle for that money, and the pasture being taken 
away from us. 

22139. The paper says the scathold has been reduced, and in some 
cases wholly taken away ?—Some of our townships have not one foot of 
scathold. The cattle never know where the hill i s ; they must be 
reduced to the byre the whole season. 

22140. The others have some scathold yet?—Yes; but it is very poor. 
22141. Can you tell me how much scathold was added to that sheep 

farm occupied by Mr Hamilton?—I could not say. 
22142. Is it a large track?—Yes; Mr Hamilton has by far the best 

part of the scathold. 
22143. Before 1853, did the whole of that stretch of scathold belong 

to the crofteis ?—The whole of it. In my time we had freedom to put 
our stock on any part of the hill we pleased, and when the scathold was 
takpn off it was a grievous thing for me, for I lost about seventy or eighty 
head of sheep which were in the property he took off. And after he took it 
in, my sheep lay outside until they died. 

22144. When you had land thirty years ago at £4 , 10s., had you plenty 
of sheep ?—Yes ; we had plenty, and freedom. We never thought but 
that every tenant was to have plenty of freedom of the pasture. 

22145. I suppose you may put as much stock as you please upon the 
scathold, only there is less scathold ?—Yes, but it won't hold them. And 
in our neighbourhood, where the scathold has been taken off, they must 
put their animals in upon us, and it is as bad for us as for them. 

22146. Your grievance is that the rents have been raised very 
much, and that the scathold has been reduced upon you?—Yes, on 
account of want of sheep we must all get cotton. Once we had warm 
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SHETLAND, wool, but now we have nothing to wear but cotton sheetings. 
22147. Are the Whalsay people engaged in fishing ?—Yes. 

LERWICK. 22148. What fishing do they follow 1—Ling and herring fishing 
Edward principally now, since the large boats have come in, but they follow the 
Arthur. ling fishing in the spring. 

22149. Do they fish from the island or from the Outer Skerries?—The 
srnaU boats used to go to the Outer Skerries, and in the first of my time 
we used to fish from the land. We got for ling 3s. 4d., for tusk 
2s. 6d., and for cod Is. 6d. per cwt. But then we had our land at 10s. 
a merk—low land and low fish. Our beef was 14s. per cwt., and our 
day's work was lOd. and find yourself. But now every man has freedom 
to fish to the best advantage; but his rent is heavy, and on account of 
our losing the pasture we are considerably harassed. 

22150. Low rents and low prices for fish and beef in the past, and 
now high rents and high prices for fish and beef—which is the better 
condition for the crofter to be in1?—I could not say. The people think 
themselves better off now, on account of the times being more enlightened, 
and they can see better what they are doing. 

22151. I am looking at it rather more in the light of food and clothes. 
What do you say of the present or the past; were the people more 
comfortable then than they are now, or are they more comfortable now 
than they were then ?—We have to buy a great deal of our living now j 
the crofts can do very little for us. 

22152. But you have more means 1—Yes, the earnings are better. 
22153. "Which is the best time—when you were young or now?—It 

is better now, if we only had fair play with our land and pasture. 
22154. You would like to make it better still by having lower rent ? 

•—Yes, and by having use of the pasture as before. 
22155. The factor just now is Mr Irvine?—Yes. 
22156. The proprietor is a minor?—Yes, he is not of age. We have 

been under the factor for a good many years, and a good man he is. I 
would not like to see him going naked or hungry. 

22157. Is it he who has the only shop in the island ?—Yes, Hay <fc Co. 
22158. Is he a member of that firm %—Yes, he has been. 
22159. And is it to them you give the fish you get at the island 1— 

Yes, they have a fishing station on the island. 
221 CO. And do the whole population give them fish?—Yes. 
22161. And do the people, considering they have put it down as a 

grievance, complain that there is only one shop on the island, and no 
more permitted ?—That is the great evil. 

22162. Who has the power of permitting another shop on the island? 
•—Hay & Co. 

22163. And they permit no one but themselves ?—No, he would allow 
no one to sell but himself, I suppose. The island being four miles per­
haps, we send our children to the shop, and they may have to stand there 
from morning till night—there is a great run of business—and that is 
the reason why our children, and perhaps ourselves, cannot get served. 
And likewise, the firm have had aU their own way—no opposition. 

22164. I suppose you could put up with the delay if you had the 
advantage another way ?—Yes. 

22165. Do you consider the articles in the shop are too dear?—No, 
about current prices. 

22166. And you get about the same prices for fish ?—Yes. 
22167. But, at the same time, you would consider it a greater con­

venience if there were more than one shop ?—Yes. 
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22168. And more than one curer too ?—As for the curer, they always SHETLAND, 
make away with all we have to give them. 

22169. There is no curer on the island but Mr Hay 1—Ho. LEKWICK. 
22170. And no one can get there without his permission 1—No; he Edwanl 

has the whole; there is no opposition on the island. Arthur. 
22171. And there can be none in your island ?—No. 
22172. The former witness stated that the boat he had was his own, 

in part at least, is that a general practice in the pla^e 1—Yes, they try 
to get the boats to themselves. Messrs Hay & Co. mostly keep a 
sixth share of the boat, and they supply the fishermen with boats until 
they can pay ; but the interest is very heavy. 

22173. Take the old sixern; there is a crew of six in the boat, and 
each would have a share and Mr Hay another ?—Not in the old sixern, 
only in the big boats; frequently four or five men hold the sixerns. 

22174. And that boat and the fishing material are their own ?—Yes. 
22175. And in the new large boats, what is the arrangement 1—Well, 

so far as they can purchase them they do ; but if they cannot do that 
Messrs Hay & Co. generally supply them on credit, and assist them 
until they are able to pay. 

22176. When a crew tries to purchase a boat, what are the terms upon 
which they are allowed to pay 1—I suppose it is three years' credit that 
Messrs Hay & Co. give, and they charge, I suppose, 10 per cent, for 
what is due on the boat, and they dry, and let the fish pay for the boat. 

22177. They allow three years' credit, and meanwhile they charge 10 
per cent, upon what is not paid 1—I understand so. 

22178. But supposing the crew were not able to purchase a boat in 
three years, what then 1—1 don't know what they do then. I suppose it 
must stand for debt still, and be charged interest still. 

22179. If the crew does not endeavour to purchase a boat, what is the 
arrangement 1—They fish on the half-catch system. 

22180. That is to say the owner owns the boat and material, and 
keeps them in order, and the crew gets one-half of the fish and the owner 
the other half 1— Yes. 

22181. Is that the rule whether they are engaged in white fishing or 
herring fishing 1—Yes, in some cases, when they are big boats. 

22182. Would it be the same rule of half-catch in the white fishing 
too 1—Yes. But the material for white fishing is not nearly so expensive 
as the material for the herring fishing; lines are not so dear as nets. 

22183. But still half the fish is charged in the white fishing?—Yes, I 
know some of the men who go for shares in boats at half-catch in ling 
fishing as well as in the herring fishing. 

22184. The proprietor gives the boats and lines, and gets half the 
fish ?—Half the fish. 

22185. And if they want to purchase the boat, they get three years to 
purchase it, and pay 10 per cent, on the capital?—Yes. 

22186. Who fixes the value of the boat and nets ?—The owner of the 
boat mentions his price for the boat; and as for the nets, we generally 
know what they cost. 

22187. The present holder of the large sheep farm is Mr Hamilton ?—-
Yes. 

22188. Does he live upon the farm 1—Yes. 
22189. Is that the Mr Hamilton we met with as a factor in Unst ?—• 

He is a brother, I think. 
22190. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—What things are sold in this shop oi 

Messrs Hay & Co. ?—Groceries of all kinds, and goods as well— 
everything. 

4 x 
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SHETLAND. 22191. Are spirits sold 1—No. 
22192. Are there any spirits sold in the island1?—No, there is no 

LERWICK. ] i c e n c e f o r it_ 
Edward 22193. Have you anything more you wish to say Ì—No. 
Arthur. 

THOMAS HENDERSON, Crofter and Fisherman, Whalsay—examined. 

Thomas 2219-4. Sir Kenneth Mackenzie.—How long have you been a crofter]— 
Henderson, -yjy g reaj; grandfather, my grandfather, my father and myself succeeded 

each other on the same croft, and in the same cottage until the year 18(53. 
In the year 1849 no change had taken place so far as known to me with 
the crofters. In the year 1849 the crofters had from early childhood 
improved and cultivated a great deal of fallow ground—broken it up an 1 
cultivated it. The consequence was that in 1849 the landlord overlooked 
and measured it u p ; and planted in the township or district to which I 
belonged, where twenty-two crofts existed, eight more, and did not reduce 
the rent. Previous and up to 1863 we were charged what are called 
teinds. Our land then was twenty-five to thirty shillings for tlm e 
nierks. We were charged as corn teinds two gallons of oil on each merk 
we had, and we were charged one gallon of oil for boat teind. Wre had 
to pay four pounds of butter for each milk cow annually, and twopence 
a head for every sheep on the scathold. In 1863 the land was laid out 
In crofts in a different form and put in fields, patches, or lots; and 
no more crofters were put in on the land. The teinds were no more 
heard of, and where I once paid 25s. to 30s., I was asked in 
the first place £6 . In consequence of that I objected, and the 
proprietor graciously gave me down 10s. of the rent. I said 'That 
will be for the next man' I got a house in the parish and stopped there 
three years, and then, in consequence of a member of my family being in 
delicate health, the doctor advised me not to remove to the township. 
They were then planting down squatters, and a man had planted down 
and stopped one year. Another succeeded him, and when he left I 
squatted after him, and I am there, I think, for the last sixteen years. 
My rent is £ 3 and the usual rates. The most of what I have under crop 
I have cultivated myself, trenched, and drained, and cleared. I think 
the rent too high; I not only speak for myself, but for those who elected 
me to come here. 

22195. You came in sixteen years ago ?—Yes. 
22196. A t a rent of £31—Yes. 
22197. Into an outset?—Yes. 
22198. And you have cultivated it yourself 1—Yes. 
22199. And budt a house1!—The house was budt by the man who 

squatted down first, but the proprietor repaired it and made it better for 
me. But he don't charge any interest on the house. It didn't require a 
new roof, it was only the walls that were a little weak, but I built the 
outhouses. I don't say that the people are not in better circumstances 
now than formerly. But what is the reason. Many have gone away to 
the colonies of Australia, where they dug gold, and supported their old 
parents. Some have gono into the mercantile service, where I was my­
self, and got better wages. We had no communication with the south 
when I was a boy almost, except with one little sloop; now we have 
steam communication, and the south country curers are being introduced, 
and there is a competition with the curers. Formerly our fish, when we 
were at a low rent, were at 3s. 4d. per cwt. for ling, 2s. 6d. for tusk, and 
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Is. 8d. for cod. That continued untd our land rent was paid for with SHETLAND. 
fish, and then we had 8d. more on each cwt. that we caught over, which 
was often very little. The boats were weak and puny, and the gear was I*-W»-W---
different. The gear was handed down from our forefathers; it was Thornas 
coarse. We had not the same boats or oars or the means of getting them, Henderson. 
and he was a lucky man who got in a sixern five tons of fish in the 
summer months. Mr Bruce brought boats from the south. My father 
brought one from Leith. There were eight men in it, and Mr Bruce 
fitted it out and found everything. What was realised from the herring 
was somewhere about 2s. 8d. a cran to each of the eight men. I t is not 
in consequence of the better treatment or lower rents, or better holdings 
that we are now in better circumstances. In 1849 Mr Bruce did give 
better houses, but we have to keep these up. He will give us lime to 
put on the outside, but we must put it on. Latterly we have been 
refused windows and doors for the houses, and I am not aware of any­
body being aUowed to take them away or get compensation. 

222OO. Has anybody left lately 1—No. There was a statement made 
about Mr Hamilton's farm. There were four crofts put into that farm. 
The crofters who were put out all got holdings in the island; and scarcely 
any have been put off for giving short rent. Just one man lately, and he 
got a fine chance. They said, 'Take what you have and go/ and he 
would not, but he went and built a mud cabin on the hill and lived 
there. There was a disagreement between the proprietor and the man 
who was evicted from his holding. He was, in some way, refractory so 
far as I know. 

JAMES POLSON, Crofter and Fisherman, Whalsay (34)—examined. 

22201. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—Have you any statement to make 1— James 
I have. ' I am a crofter on the estate of Symbister Whalsay; my Tolson, 
' father and grandfather were also the same. We have made our living by 
' fishing and crofting, always striving to look the world in the face, as the 
' feeling of the Shetlander is to look the world in the face and owe no 
• man anything. About fifty years back we had a hard struggle to 
- keep the wolf from the door, but of late we have made many improve-
' ments. Our boats have been made larger, from 20 feet of keel 
' b y 8 feet to 45 feet by 16 feet. Our gear has been improved also 
' from coarse hemp nets to fine cotton nets ; likewise our lines and 
' hooks. We have not been kept so hard down by the landlords of late. 
' About the year 1849 there was a measuring up of tenants' crofts, and 
' tenants put in extra on the crofts, to the extent of one-fourth more on 
' the average of the island. Then the tenant was forced to fish to the 
' landlord. The fish on the average brought from 2s. 6d. to 3s. per cwt. 
' The land then rented at 10s. per mark, and run about 3 marks to every 
' croft. Then we paid tithes or teinds—for every cow 4 lbs. butter 
' and one gallon oil; for every boat drawn on shore or beach one fowl; 
' for every mark of land two gallons of oiL The houses are in general built 

- and maintained by the tenant, and no compensation given on removal. 
' F o r building, no favourable offers by the landlord; no long leases 
' offered. In 1863 the land was measured over again and rented at from 
' 308. to 33s. per acre. Rents in general run from £ 4 to £ 7 per croft. 
' In 1866 the scathold or common was taken away, to the extent of about 
•two-fifths, and had it not been for the kindness of the present fun er 
' occupying the big farm of Symbister, the case would have been worse 
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SHETLAND. - There have been two evictions to make the farm of Symbister larger; the 
_ - people are still in and got no compensation. The crofters are under no 

LERWICK. , c n l r a „ e m e n t ; f-0 £ s n ^0 fae landlord as far as I am informed. There is 
James ' an advantage by fishing and crofting. In the winter time, when we can 
Poison. ' do nothing to fishing we can work on the croft. The fish-curer has one 

' shop in the island. But I do not think, as far as I know, that he wants 
' any one to buy. But as there is only one shop in the island, and no 
' more allowed to be, we find it a great drawback to the population of 
1 about 1OOO people. We stand in need of two harbours. We have no 
1 safe anchorage, and it is only in fine weather that we can take our boats 
1 ashore to get cleaned and painted. We are rated at about 2s. per £ of 
' rent, and the school rate is from 2s. to 2s. 6d. Pauperism is on the 
' increase of about one pauper per year, according to the increase of the 
• population. There are also about sixteen squatters settled on the estate 
' during the last twenty years. The reforms wanted are security against 
' unfair rents ; a valuator to be appointed by parliament; full compensa-
' tion on removal for buildings and improvements by the tenant; long 
• leases wanted on fair terms. We would be glad to get our scathold 
• which was taken away back again if possible.' 

Rev. GEORGE CLARK, Minister of Free Church, Coningsburgh (39)— 
examined. 

Rev. George 22202. Tlie Chairman.—How long have you been minister of Conings-
Clark. burgh1?—Eight years. A delegate has already appeared who should 

have presented the paper which I now produce. It is as follows :— 
' The South Coningsburgh crofters on the estate of Mr Bruce of 
1 Sumburgh, at a meeting held within the Free Church of Coningsburgh 
• on the 2nd of July, agreed to lay the following statement before the 
' Royal Commission. 1. In 1872, when Mr Bruce younger of Sumburgh 
' took a lease of his father's estate, our rents were considerably increased. 
1 2. Shortly after our rents had been raised we were asked by Mr Bruce 
' to sign a paper giving up our scathold to him. Some of us refused to do 
' this. Those of us who signed did so very unwillingly, but we felt that 
' it was useless to contend with Mr Bruce. Mr Bruce himself did not say 
1 that he would turn us out of our crofts if we refused to sign the paper, 
• but those under him plainly hinted that it would be worse for us if we did 
1 not yield. We were at the same time led to believe that wo would still 
' be allowed to put at least a part of our stock on the hill. 3. Although 
1 the greater part of our scathold was taken from us we got no reduction of 
1 rent or compensation of any kind. 4. When the rents were raised we 
' had no idea that our scathold was to be taken from us. 5. We feel 
4 greatly the want of our scathold. We think it very unfair that Mr Bruce 
' should have so much pasture while we have such difficulty in getting 
1 grass. 6. In addition to rent we have to work, yearly, three days to 
' Mr Bruce, and give a fowl for every mark of land that we have. The 
1 three days' work is a great hardship, and now that our rents are ko 
1 much higher we strongly object to the giving of the fowls. 7. At 
- the time Mr Bruce gave notice of raising the rents, we complained 
1 that the figure fixed by him was far too high. He agreed to make a 
1 reduction, if Ave would promise to fish for him. As yet Mr Bruce has 

• asked none of us to fish for him, but nearly all of us are under an 
' agreement to do so if he requires it. 8. Two years ago Mr Bruce 
'asked us to agree to sell our herrings at 6d. per cran below the ordinary 
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* price going. He said if we would agree to this, he would make an SHETLAND. 
* agreement with a curer for us and pay us at the end of the year. Not 
' being wiUing to do this, curers who would give us the highest.price --'--••WICK. 
1 for our fish and take them from us in Coningsburgh are not encouraged to --. p 
1 come. The curer at present in Coningsburgh gives 6d. per cran less Clark. ° 
- than other curers give. 9. Many of our houses are very bad, and there 
* is much overcrowding. Mr Brace will not, as a rule, build a new 
' house or repair an old one. Some of us would build better houses if 
' we could get any encouragement to do so. 10. We have paid district 
' road money for a long time, but are stiU without district roads. 11. 
' We wish security against too high rents and evictions. We wish 
' compensation, on removal, for buildings that we may have put up at our 
' own expense. We desire to have the scathold, or at least a part of it. 
1 We appoint George Clark, Laurence Jarmson, and John Smith to 
4 represent us before the Royal Commission.—GEORGE CLARK, chairman. 
' At a meeting held on the 16th instant, Adam Jarmson was appointed 
' in the place of John Smith.—GEORGE CLARK, chairman.' The next 
witness can speak about the fishing. But the point I would like to 
call attention to is the state of the houses; aud with regard to that 1 
have prepared a short statement which I can read. When I speak about 
the houses, I refer not to the houses in South Coningsburgh, but to all 
the houses. 

22203. Is Mr Bruce proprietor of the whole?—No, no; there are Mi-
Bruce of Sumburgh, Mr Bruce of Symbister, and Lady Nicolson, and 
perhaps eighteen or twenty small proprietors or udallers, one of whom i-
present to-day and can give the exact number. From North Coningsburgh 
I have the following statement:—' At a meeting of crofters, connected with 
' the estates of Lady Nicolson and Mr Bruce of Symbister, held at Nith 
' on the 27th of June, the following statement was agreed upon, and 
' Laurence Halcrow (for Lady Nicolson's estate) and Magnus Manson 
' (for Symbister estate) appointed to lay it before the Royal Commission. 
- 1. We wish to retain our scatholds. If they are taken from us our 
' present stock must be greatly reduced. Without the scatholds we can 
* keep no ponies. 2. We think the rig-run system should be done away 
' with. The land could be wrought with far less labour if properly 
1 divided. Twent}r-six marks of land in the district of Aithsetter were 
' divided a few years ago. Seven pounds yearly have been laid on that 
' land for expenses in connection with the division, while the houses are 
' still where they were before the division took place. If the lands yet 
' undivided are to be dealt with in this way the burden will come to be a 
- hard one on some of us. 3. Our rents are high. It should be re-
* memhered that when the summer weather is bad, and that is not uncom-
' mon in Shetland, our crops come to very little. 4. Many of our 
' houses are bad, and not a few of them are greatly overcrowded. 
1 Neither of the proprietors will build new houses. Some of us would 
' build new houses if we could get any encouragement to do so. We can 
' neither get long leases or the promise of anything like full compensation 
' for buildings we may put up at our own expense. 5. We have paid 
1 district road money for nearly twenty years, but are yet without district 
' roads. Through want of roads we have a great deal of laborious work. 
' It is almost impossible without roads for young children of five years or 
' so to attend school in spring and winter. 6. The wire fence on the hill 
1 pasture of Mr Bruce of Sumburgh is not sufficient. But if the. sheep 

* on the adjoining scathold are found on his pasture they are poinded. 
- We think Mr Bruce should not have the power to do this, seeing 
' he does not keep up proper fences. Mr Bruce having taken the scathohl 
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SHETLAND. - from his own tenants, they drive their stock upon us. 7. The proprietors 
~ ' have power to turn us out at forty days' notice. We regard this as an 

EKWIC , u n j u s t j a w 3̂  Xhose of us on the Symbister estate were very unjustly 
Rev. George ' dealt with by Mr Mowat the late tacksmaster. On the renewal of his 

Clark. . - lease in 1866 he not only laid an additional £ 1 on each croft, but turned 
' out two who refused to fish for him. That £ 1 that was laid on us by 
- Mr Mowat ha3 never been taken off. We believe it was laid upon us 
• without the sanction of the proprietor. 9. We wish security against too 
1 high rents and evictions. We wish compensation on removal for build-
' ings or improvements we may have executed at our own expense. 
• If the rents are to be raised they should not be raised on the valuation of 
• the proprietor. There should be a Government valuator.—GEORGECLARK, 
' chairman.' I have also prepared a paper, having special reference to tlie 
houses, which I would like to read. ' Many of the dwelling sin Conigs-
• burgh are not only very uncomfortable but injurious to the health of the 
' inmates. It is no uncommon thing to see, even where the sick are 
' lying, the walls and floors quite wet with damp. To the dwellings are 
- usually attached the byres and other outhouses. In not a few cases 
• the byre or part of it has to be passed through before the dweUing can 
1 be reached. There are, at least, eighteen such houses in Coningsburgh. 
1 These byres and other outhouses, so closely attached to the dwellings, 
- polluting the drains and giving rise to sickening smells, is, I believe, one 
• thing that accounts for the prevalence of fever in the district, and for 
1 much of the sickliness that is seen among the children. Fever, and 
1 especially typhoid fever, is very common. It breaks out every other 
' year or so. It may be safely said that the Public Health Act is a dead 
- letter so far as Conigsburgh is concerned. The local authority, who 
' are the Parochial Board of Dunrossness, have been again and again 
• urged to do something, but things are very much as they were seven or 
• eight years ago. The chairman of the Board, who is the largest 
' proprietor in the district, owns the worst houses, some of which are 
< utterly unfit for human habitation or use.' 

22204. Who is that 1—Mr Bruce, younger of Sumburgh. ' Then many 
• of the houses are overcrowded. We have at least forty-five families living 
- in dwellings of one apartment. I have only to mention the numbers 
' living in some of these one apartment dwellings to show how great the 
' overcrowding is. In one we have a young man and his wife, with his 
- mother, brother, sister, and nephew. With the exception of the nephew, 
' aU are above twenty years of age. In another, we have a father and 
' mother and eight of their famdy, some of whom are grown up. Other two 
' belonging to the family have to sleep elsewhere, there being no room 
' for them at home. In another, we have a father, mother, grandmother, 
' and six young people. Several other cases almost as bad I could mention. 
• The size of these dwellings of one apartment is about 15 feet by 12 feet. 
1 Then we have ninety families living in houses of two apartments. But 
' many of these families are what are caUed in Shetland "double families," 
4 that is to say, two families living in common or at one fire. For 
' example, in one house of two apartments which I know, we have a 
4 father, mother, and three young men, and a young man with his wife 
' and chdd,—light in all. In another we have a father, mother, son, 
' daughter, and aunt, and a married son with his wife and two children,— 
' nine in all. I might give many other examples. We have a population 
' of 700. For these we have about 150 dwellings, 45 of one apartment, 90 
' of two apartments, 9 of three apartments, 6 of four apartments or above 
' fun-. No crofter lives in any of those houses of four apartments. There 
' has been an int-rea-e to the population of at least fifty during the past eight 
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1 years, while more of the young men are at home than formerly. But SHETLAND 
' during that time only four additional houses have been built. Six new 
' houses have been built, but two of these have been in the place of old --•E--wicK. 
' ones. All these houses have been built by crofters or fishermen or those p c v~G^ r„ e 
' connected with the crofting and fishing. Two of them have been built Clark, ° 
' by small merchants. Not one house has been built by Lady Nicolson, 
• Mr Bruce of Sumburgh, or Mr Bruce of Symbister, the three chief 
' proprietors in the district. This overcrowding is inconvenient enough 
• when a family is in health, but when there is sickness the state of 
' things is simply heartbreaking. To show what it sometimes leads to, 
• I shall mention what I saw myself only five months ago. Typhoid fever 
' broke out in a family consisting of a father, mother, and six young 
1 children living in a dwelling of one apartment on the estate of Mr Bruce 
4 of Sumburgh. The eldest child took ill first, but there being only the 
' one apartment he could not be removed from the others. Shortly 
' afterwards the mother and three other children were laid down. Two 
' of these children died, and I saw their dead bodies laid out in that 
1 narrow place beside those that were sick and those who had not yet 
' caught the infection. The dead bodies remained there a day and night. 
' The people themselves are blamed for the state of things that exists, 
' but it is unfair to cast all the blame on them. The proprietors will 
' not help them to build better houses, and many of them are not able to do 
' so themselves. Those who are willing to do so get little or no encourage-
' ment. On the estate of Lady Nicolson, where almost every dwelling is 
' overcrowded, not a new house has been built for years. Lady Nicolson 
' is neither willing to build a new house nor grant a building lease. I am 
' sure if Lady Nicolson knew the state of things on her estate she would 
4 do something. Unfortunately she never visits her tenants. I believe 

• she was never in the district in her life. She is now an old lady. On 
' the estate of Mr Bruce of Sumburgh, where there are also some bad 
' houses and much overcrowding, only three new houses have been built 
' during the past eight years. But the young men who have built these 
' houses have no leases or promise of compensation. They hold no 
' written agreement of any kind. Two of them at least were led to 
• believe that they would get leases, but in the case of one of them seven 
' years have passed away, and in the case of the other four years, and no 
' lease has been given. They receive no help from Mr Bruce in building. 
' They are charged £ 1 for house and garden. They understand that they 
' hold these for nineteen years at this rent. When young men on Mr 
' Bruce's estate are urged to make better houses, they point to this and say, 
' • Who will build on terms like these ! Our rents may be raised any day, 
' and if we leave we may not get a farthing of compensation." I do not 
' mean to hint that Mr Bruce intends to take any unfair advantage of any 
1 one. Mr Bruce is an honourable man. But those who speak in this way 
1 say that they can at least point to one case where something like undue 
• advantage has been taken. They can point to the case of a man in the 
' adjoining parish of Sandwick whose rent has been raised £ 4 by Mr Bruce, 
' notwithstanding the fact that he got a verbal promise from Mr Bruce's 
' father that his rent should not be raised for nineteen years. This man 
' laid out £180 in rebuilding an old house and improving a piece of waste 
' land. He understood that his rent was to be £ 3 for nineteen years. At 
• the end of fourteen years Mr Bruce asked £10 , but bronpht it down to 
' £7 . I have the man's own letter to me, which I should like to read, 
- statin^ these facts. He says—" I became tenant of the house I am now 
- in in 1856, at a rent of £ 3 sterling per year. I also got about two 
1 acres of waste land along with the bouse, with the promise that it should 
- foUow or belong to the house at said rent of £ 3 sterling whenever I 
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SHETLAND. - might get it cultivated, as it was very barren. I n the course of about five 
T ~ 7 " , ' years I got the land under crop, and then wanted a lease of the place. 

J ' ' J o h n Bruce, Esq., promised to give me a lease, bu t after a time when he 
Rev George ' saw me commence to build houses on the place he would not do so, 

Clark. - but said my rent should not be raised for nineteen years after. I built 
' or raised the dwelling-house from one room high to what it now is, viz., 
' two rooms high, and buil t three other houses, as can be seen. I n doing 
1 so i t has cost me £ 1 8 0 sterling. A s soon as I had finished doing so, 
1 which was fourteen years after I got the promise from Mr Bruce tha t my 
1 rent should not be raised for nineteen years at least, nor should I be evicted, 
1 I got notice that m y rent was to be in future £ 1 0 per year. I then 
' remonstrated with the laudlord, but he would give me no compensation 
1 for my money, bu t would allow me to remain in the house at £ 7 rent per 
1 year. You are at liberty to show this letter to the Commissioners if you 
' want to do so."* On the estate of Mr Bruce of Symbister, which is 
' managed at present by trustees, there is not so much overcrowding, b u t 
1 there is the same discouragement to those who would build. I know a 

* crofter on tha t estate who built a nice house quite lately, b u t he has no 
' lease or promise of compensation. Another that I know, a seaman, built 
1 a cottage a few years ago worth at least £ 4 0 , taking into account the time 
' and labour he spent on it. H e got a lease which I have here. (Lease 
' exhibited to Commissioners.) If this man leaves the place before the 
' expiry of the lease he gets nothing. If he remains , whatever extra 
1 improvements h e may make he gets no value for them, for £ 1 0 is all that 
1 is allowed him at the end of the lease. The roof is a thatched one just 
' now. If he puts on a slate one by and by he knows tha t he can get 
' nothing for it. I t is no wonder that young men do not care to build on 

* such conditions. A n intelligent farmer weU acquainted with Shetland 
* tells me that unfavourable as this lease may be, there are worse leases 
' given in Shetland. I n some cases compensation is not even promised he 
1 says. Le t those who are not crofters be offered long and favourable 
1 leases—leases tha t they can seU if they have to leave the place. Le t those 
' who have crofts have security against evictions and too high rents, with 
' promise of compensation for buildings they may execute at their own 
' expenses, and a better state of things I am persuaded will soon be seen 
' not only in Conigsburgh b u t in other places in Shetland. Whi l e 
1 things are as they are there is no hope of improvement. Things must go 
1 from bad to worse.' 

22205. The statement which you have made is very interesting , 
al though it is one which might be painful to those whom i t concerns. 
I t contains matter prejudicial to the management and the proprietor, and 
I would ask you to tell me whether the facts stated have been ascertained 
by you by personal inquiry, and whether you are well persuaded and 
advised in your own mind tha t they are all correct?—As regards the 
matter of the local authority I am fiuTy persuaded of it. I t is what I 
feel to be conscientiously true. I am to be examined, and I s tand here 
to-day saying these statements are perfectly true. 

222OG. "With reference to the numbers of persons residing in the same 
room of a house, these facts have been ascertained b y you on personal 
inspection 1—-I have done all I could to ascertain the facts accurately, 
and while I may be wrong in a figure or two, I am satisfied tha t the 
statement is substantially true. I have read the statement to the men 
of Coningsburgh, and I have myself made inquiry into the matter. 

22207. I t is stated as a matter of fact t ha t Lady Nicolson, who is an 
old lady, has never been upon her p rope r ty ; have you inquired whether 
tha t is the case ] — I have, and so far as any one knows she has never 
been upon her property. 

* See Appendix A, XLIX. 
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22208. I observe that the man whose letter you read states thai lie SHETLAND, 
built three houses'?—I suppose that means outhouses. T 

I v p wICTv 

22209. You don't think it means dweUing-houses ?—No; he is a J 
merchant that man. Rev. George 
* 22210. He does not mean that he built additional dwelling-houses Clark, 
which were perhaps not contemplated by the landlord ?—No, I think he 
rebuilt the old house and repaired it. 

22211. With regard to this lease which you have shown us, while it 
may not be a very favourable one, it was freely entered into between the 
contracting parties'?—Yes, because the man could do nothing else. He 
was living in such a miserable hut that he had to build. 

22212. Did he build upon the site of his previous house1?—No, but 
quite near to it. 

22213. He has to pay £1 a year for the stances, so that it looks as if 
he got a new piece of ground]—Yes, but no garden. Mr Bruce of 
Sumburgh is here to-day, if you wish you may lay the statement before him. 

22214. Is he in the rootn?—Not at the present unfortunately; but 
the agent for Lady Nicolson is present, and, I think, Mr Irvine, factor for 
Symbister also. 

22215. I suppose Mr Bruce is his own factor?—Yes. 
22216. Who is factor for Lady Nicolson?—Mr Macgregor, a writer. 
22217. Wrho is factor for Symbister?—Mr Irvine; and he is also 

factor for Whalsay. 
22218. Sir Kenneth Mackenzie.—If I understood you rightly you 

mentioned a case of three young men who buUt houses and got nineteen 
years' leases at £ 1 each?—In the hope that they would get that. 

22219. They would be satisfied with nineteen years' leases?—Yes; 
what annoys them is that they have no leases. They say that they were 
led to believe they would get leases, and leases have never been given. 
I know one of them never asked for a lease, but for two years they 
were led to believe they would get them. One has occupied his house 
for seven years and the other four, and these leases have never been 
forthcoming. 

22220. Is it the custom of the proprietor to build houses for these 
crofters?—It is not the custom. I don't say much blame lay on the 
proprietors for not building the houses, but rather for not encouraging 
the men more to build houses by granting better leases or giving terms 
of compensation, in which case they would build themselves. If the pro­
prietor gave £20 or £ 3 0 they would put up a very good cottage indeed. 

22221. If you gave a nineteen or twenty-one years' lease would that be 
sufficient to induce them?—Yes, but I would rather have those who 
are not crofters to have a longer lease. I know the case of a man just 
now in the adjoining parish who has a nineteen years' lease, and at the 
end of that he gets half the house in value. If he should have sold that, 
I am sure he could have got a higher price. 

22222. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—Are you anativeof Shetland?—Iamnot. 
22223. To what part of Scotland do you belong?—Dumfriesshire. 
22224. How long have you been here?—Nearly eight years. 
22225. And always in the same place?—Yes. 
22226. Have you got a considerable congregation ?—Yes, my church 

is the only one in the district. 
22227. I think you stated, or it is mentioned in the paper, that there 

have been no evictions in the parish ?—None since I came, and I am not 
aware of any. 

22228. Although there have been no evictions there has been no 
encouragement of the people in the way of getting additional houses for 
the increase of population Ì—None. 
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22229. Have you taken every means in your power to ascertain the 
truth of the statements you have made about the houses ?—I have, 
I may be wrong, but if I am so in one or two figures it is unintentional 
I have gone over it again and again and done my very best. I havt 
been very anxious to put it in the most favourable light. I have said 
150 houses, there may be 152 ; but so far as I can make out there are 150. 

22230. I suppose what has made you come here is the imperative 
duty upon you as having charge of the people ?—It was the death of 
these two children lying in the churchyard brought me here to-day; but 
for that I would not have appeared before this Commission. 

22231. There are other facts?—Yes, but that is what brought the 
thing to a bead on my part. 

22232. What may be the numbers of your congregation?—313 
members. 

22233. And adherents?—Altogether I have probably a congrega­
tion of 400 to 500. 

22234. Are the facts you have stated well known and constantly 
talked of amongst the people ?—The statement I have read I read to most 
of the men, and put questions to them and asked them if they thought I 
had overstated anything, and they all said, 'You are speaking the truth.' 

22235. There was a meeting held to appoint delegates to come here; was 
that meeting largely attended?—The meeting at South Counigsbui-gh was 
attended by about 20, but there were those who represented others, and 
I think the statement I have made is one that represents the opinion 
of the people. The statement may be correct or incorrect, but it 
expresses the opinion of the people; I have no doubt about that. 

22236. In the paper which you have just read, you say there are two 
Bruces in the parish; you made no reference to the estate of Symbister 
until you came to the end ?—Quite so. 

22237. This matter of the buildings has now become so clamant that 
you think public attention must be drawn to it and some public 
measures taken ?—That is what I think. 

22238. The Chairman.—You said you would advise, for the 
encouragement of the people in building, that they should have a long 
lease, and that they should have liberty of disposing of or selling it to 
their successors. Do you think it would be fair that a tenant should have 
the right of disposing of the lease and interest in the holding to anybody 
he liked without the consent of the proprietor ?—Probably it would ho 
better to have the consent of the proprietor. 

22239. We have heard generally in Shetland that the custom of the 
country in making new houses is that the proprietor builds the wail-
and supplies the timber and the roof, and that the tenant puts on the 
thatch, and pays for or makes up the fittings. Is that in other places 
the custom of the country, and if so, why is it different on Mr Brace's 
estate ?—I don't know. 1 only speak the opinion of the people when I 
say that Mr Bruce of Sumburgh is not willing to build new houses or 
repair the old ones. It is stated that although Lady Nicolson is not 
willing to build new houses, she is willing to give a sum to repair old 
ones. Of course, in stating this opinion I am only expressing the 
opinion of the people—what the people told me. They have stated that 
again and again. 

^ 22240. How long is it since this case occurred of the death of the two 
children ?—In the month of March of the present year. 

22241. You say that those proprietors to whom you alluded will not 
build new houses; you have also said that, in the case of over crowding 
to which you alluded, there were frequently twenty-six of the same family 
living under the one roof; do you think it would be a wise thins* to 
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•pply to the proprietor to allow the children of the occupier to build SHETLAND. 
separate houses on the same croft, and thus sub-divide it %—If the fishing 
prosper that might do very well, but, of course, if the fishing were not to B E W K * ' 
prosper, the state of things would j u s t become worse under that . R e v Oor<»e 

22242. Do you think, if the proprietors gave unlimited liberty to the Clark. ° 
younger members of a family to build new houses tha t might no t 
discourage them from seeking their fortunes elsewhere, and that , here­
after, the evil of over-population might not become greater than it is 
now?—That is quite possible. I n speaking of these matters I am taking 
into account the hope tha t the fishing may prosper and a better state of 
things come about. Of course, one might be mistaken about these things. 

22243. Is it remarked tha t the fishing is sometimes rather precarious, 
and tha t fish may come for some years to a place and be absent from 
it in other years Ì—Yes. 

22244. Therefore, you cannot count absolutely upon fishing as a 
resource for the population Ì—No, b u t the men have large boats, and can 
go a greater distance now. 

CHARLES RAMPINI , Sheriff-Substitute, Lerwick (42)—examined . 

22245 . Tlie Chairman.—You have a statement, I understand, Mr Charles 
Rampini, which you are prepared to read : we shall be glad to hear it 1— Ramp:.... 
' In accordance with the desire of the Commissioners I have the honour 
• to submit the following notes on the peculiarities of the measurement 
' and tenures of land in Shetland, the condition of the peasantry, the 
' valuation and population of the county, and the development of the 
4 white and herring fisheries. 1. A Shetland " t o w n " or township is a 
' collection of cottages buil t of stone and generally straw-thatched, 
' surrounded by feul dykes, which separate the township from its hill-
1 pasture or scattald. In front of the cottages are the town-maills—a 
' piece of ground always left uncultivated, and on which are tethered the 
' stock required by the crofters for their domestic use. Lower down are 
' the kail-yards of the cottagers, and patches of arable growing crops of 
' here, potatoes or oats, always unfenced, and sometimes held in runrig. A t 
' a distance from the township are the plantis-cruives or crubs of the 
' community—circular patches or outsets of land reclaimed from the scat-

• tald, surrounded with dry stone dykes, and used as nurseries to their 
' kail-yards. 2. The measurement of land in Shetland is in some respects 
' peculiar. The unit of extent is the nierk or mark , which originally 
' was held to comprise 16OO square fathoms, bu t is now, owing to 
' variation in the quality of the sod, of uncertain ex tent, comprising 
- any amount of land from three-quarters of an acre to fourteen acres. 
' Two or three acres may be considered a fair average. Each merk is 
' divided into eight ures or ounces. The origin of the merk as a unit of 
' e x t e n t is stated by Hibber t [p. 178] to be as fo l lows:—"The Nor-

• wegians in the t ime of Haro ld Harfagre [by whom the islands were 
' conquered and erected into an earldom] appear to have known scarcely 
' any other [standard of valuation] than what was suggested by the 
' course woollen attire of the country, called Wadn.el . E igh t pieces- of 
' this cloth, each measuring 6 ells, constituted a mark. The extent, 
1 therefore, of each Shetland site of land bearing the appellation of mark 
' w a s originally determined by this rude standard of comparison; its 
' exact limits being described by loose stones or shells under the name of 
' merk-stones or meithes—many of which still remain undisturbed on 

' the brown heaths of the county I t was sometime after the 
' colonisation of Shet land tha t i t became necessary to reduce each 
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HETLAHP. l measurement of ground into still smaller allotments. But although the 
• ' division was into eight parts, its correspondence to the similar one of a 

LERWICK. : m a r | c 0f Wadmel was not immediately derived from this measurement. 
Charles ' ---• nearer standard of comparison had succeeded to the Wadmel, formed 

Rampini. ' of a certain weight of some inferior metal. The division, therefore, of 
' a mark-weight of this substance into eight ures or ounces, appears to 
' have suggested a name for the same number of portions into which a 
' mark of land began to be resolved." 3, The merks lands of Shetland 
1 are generaUy considered—although the point is not free from doubt—to 
' have been originally the arable only, and were held at first by udal 
' tenure. But in addition, each proprietor of merks land within the 
* " room" or township was entitled to a share in the hill pasture adjoin-
1 ing and appertaining to the township, proportionate to the extent of his 
' merks land. This hill pasture was and is still known by the name of 
* scattald or scathold, because such lands paid scat or laud tax to the 
' crown—an imposition from which udal lands were exempt. Lands 
' reclaimed from the scattald were termed " outsets," and were and are 
' still regarded as the freehold of the reclaimer, after an undisturbed 
1 possession of forty years. 4. It must not, however, be supposed that, 
' at the present day, all merks lands in Shetland are held by udal tenure. 
' This holds good only in the case of the smaller proprietors. The lands 
' of the larger proprietors have been, for the most part, feudalised; and 
' such feudalised lands constitute by far the greater portion of Shetland 
1 territory. Up to the commencement of the present century, transmis-
1 siou of udal lands without writing was the rule. But of late years, in 
1 transferences to singular successors, the forms of feudal conveyance 
' have been adopted, mainly for the sake of the security which registra-

* tion affords. 5. A large proportion of the crofters are udal proprietors ; 
' and whatever may be their social condition, the possession of even four 
' ures of land constitutes the proprietor a small, or, in the vernacular, 
' u peerie" laird. The proprietrix of half a merk of land was once 
1 described to me as " a lady in her own right." The purest Norse blood 
1 in the islands is to be found amongst these M peerie lairds." Few of 
' the large landed proprietors can claim a longer connection with the 
' islands than that of a hundred or a hundred and fifty years. 6. When 
' a proprietor of merks lands desires to ascertain the extent of his scat-
' hold right, he institutes a process of division of commonty in the Court 

* of Session, and calls his co-proprietors into court as defenders. A com-
' mission is thus granted,—generally to the judge-ordinary of the bounds,— 
' to perambulate the scattald, to examine the titles of the claimants, to 
' survey the scattald, and thereafter to allocate the same amongst the 
' various parties who can instruct a right to share in the division. The 
1 allocation completed, march stones are erected; and on the coinmis-
' sioner's report being approved, a decree is pronounced by the Court of 
' Session and the allotments become the absolute property of the persons 
1 to whom they are allocated. The procedure is under the old Scottish 
' Act of 1695, c. 38. Any common proprietor has a title to sue. Most 
1 of the scattalds in Shetland are now divided. I may mention in 
1 regard to this point that what is meant by large proprietors taking scat-

* hold from a poorer one, is that they have probably instituted a division 
' of the property for this purpose. 7. As has already been incidentally 
' mentioned, land in Shetland is held either by feudal or udal tenure. 
1 The Earl of Zetland is superior of the islands. But he exacts no 
' duplicaud or other fine on the entry of singular successors. Udal or 
' allodial land is land held in all-hood. " The word udal is said to be a 
' compound of the Teutonic odi, signifying property or possession, and of 
' oh or ab, which, in the same language signifies ancient. And thus by 
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4 an udal or abend, an odel or alod, i* meant an ancient inheritance, SHETLAND. 
1 patrimony or possession." " The heritage of the udal man," says 
1 Mackenzie, in l i s Grievances and Oppressioiis of the Isles of Orkney LERWI'.K. 
4 and Shetland, " is so entirely his own, ut eo nomine, rulla regus gratia, charh-s 
' regus merces, regus opera debeantur, that neither homage, nor rent, nor Rampini. 
4 service is due from it. And the reason is, he owns no seigneural 
' superior, but holds de Deo et sole, of God and heaven only . . . . For 
4 this reason, the udalman . . . . was likewise caUed Rothmen or 

r ' Roythmen, i.e. self-holders, or men holding in their own right, by way 
' of contradistinction to feudatories, who held derivatively, or by a 
' dependence on others. 8. Every one udal-born had the odalsjord—the 
4 right to share in the patrimony of his ancestors. How far this odalsjord 
' operated in the nature of an entail of the lands in the family of the 
' udal! or, I am not prepared at present to say. The udaller could dispose 
' of his lands by will. But when he died intestate the lands passed to 
' his children in equal shares. At a later period the bull, head-bull, or 
' bu, the chief house on the estate, came to be regarded as the appanage of 
4 the eldest son, and each daughter's share was restricted to half a son's 
' portion. During the subsistence of the old local courts of the Fondric, 
' a transference to singular successors was often for the sake of publicity 
4 embodied in a Shynd Bill; and finally a modification of the Shynd-Bill 
4 in presence of the king came to be regarded as necessary to legalise the 
' purchase, sale and transference of almost every udal right, to evade the 
' right of redemption which originally each Shynd Bill contained, and to 
4 give the Scottish purchaser the un-odal security of a written bill in his 
4 own language—a combined form of disposition and sasine. [See 
' Balfour's Oppressions of the Sixteenth Century in Orkney and Zetland, 
4 Introd. p. xxxiv.] At the present day the rules of udal succession are 
1 the same as feudal. But the heir makes up no titles. 9. I believe the 
' Shetland peasantry have, on the whole, few real grievances to complain of. 

* Within my own official experience I have met with no cases of oppression 
' by landlords or merchants. There is little destitution, though there is 
4 much poverty. The Shetland peasant is inops inter opts. He has his 
4 fuel from the Scathold, his food and light from the sun; but even with 
4 these advantages, and with, in the majority of cases, a feu croft, he has 
4 difficulty to support his wife and family. Taxes and rates are very high 
4 in Shetland; and the old and pernicious system of dealing stiU extant 
4 between merchant and fishermen is one of the greatest obstacles to his 
4 attaining a higher level either of comfort or of intelligence. As chair-
4 man of the Shetland Fishermen's Widows' Relief Fund, I am aware 
4 that a large proportion of the fishermen who lost their lives in the great 
4 storm of 20th July 1881 were in debt to the local merchant at the 
4 time of their death. I append to these notes a copy of the report of 
4 the Shetland Relief Committee, from which it wiH be seen that the 
4 committee refused to hold themselves responsible for the debts of the 

* deceased fishermen, or to entertain any of the claims made against the 
4 representatives of the deceased fishermen on account of the loss of the 
4 boats—many of which were, in accordance with the customs of the 
4 country, hired out to them for the fishing season. 10. Although no 
4 cases of truck, properly so called, have come under my official notice, 
* the days of the system undoubtedly remain. By advances of goods 
4 furnished to the fishermen at the commencement of the fishing season, 
4 and by supplies made to his family during his absence, the fisherman 
* puts himself under an obligation to sell his fish to his creditors. I 
' have within the last year tried some six or eight small debt actions, in 
4 which the local merchant was pursuer and fishermen defenders, in all 
4 of which I found that no proper settlement had taken place between 
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' parties at the end of the season. The balance—in all the cases to i7hich 
1 I refer, a debit one—-was carried over to next year, and the account ran 
' on in almost every instance till past the prescriptive period. As it has 
' become proveable only by the writ or oath of the debtor, a reference to 
1 the fisherman's oath ensued. The nature of the evidence given by the 
' debtor was, in each instance, the same. He admitted that the goods 
' had been supplied, and that the prices stated were those usually charged 
' for the commodities. But he added that he believed his share of the 
' fishings had extinguished the debt ; but having kept no account be was 
' unable to substantiate the counter-claim. It seems to rae that the 
' Shetland peasantry are at present in a transition state. There appears 
' to be a growing inclination to increase the two pursuits of fishing and 
' crofting, and I cannot doubt that it would be of advantage to the 
' islands that these two occupations should be separately pursued. 11. 
1 The following return shows the total valuation of the county for the last 
- ten year*. The increase within the last few years is largely owing to the 
' improved system of valuation adopted by the commissioners of supply. 

Years. 

1873-74 
1874-75 
1875-76 
1876-77 
1877-78 

Amount. 

£33,175 15 8 
33,844 16 2 
34,178 7 2 
85,406 7 6 
36,705 6 0 

Years. 

1878-79 
1879 80 
1880-81 
1881-82 
1882-83 

Amount. 

36,499 2 11 
36,503 6 4 
38,130 15 1 
40 ,425 17 11 
42,442 2 6 

' 12. The population of the county was in 1871, 31,608 ; and in 1881, 
i 29,705 ; showing a decrease of 1903 for the decennial period. 13. The 
« following table gives the statistics of the cod fishings on the coasts of 
' Shetland, Faroe and Iceland since the year 1856 :— 

Years. 

1856 
57 
58 
59 

1860 
61 
62 
63 
64 
65 
66 
67 
68 
69 

1870 
71 
72 
73 
74 
75 
76 
77 
78 
79 

1880 
81 
82 

No. of 
Smacks. 

51 
57 
58 
64 
67 
65 
65 
68 

107 
92 
89 
85 
96 
87 
85 
84 
95 
81 
86 
77 
70 
71 
73 
74 
62 
56 
40 

N". of 
Boats. 

669 
6S2 
666 
653 
689 
681 
683 
677 
642 
628 
629 
710 
660 
621 
610 
627 
589 
574 
551 
571 
614 
623 
610 
620 
614 
628 
629 

No. of 
Men. 

3,574 
3.603 
3 ,632 
3,766 
3,885 
3,757 
3,759 

.• T3.917 
Sf| 1 4 ,149 
| S J 3,982 
%-M 1 4,016 
S i 1 4,196 

S I 4,244 
3,918 
3,899 
3,999 
3 ,983 
3,760 
3,753 
3,656 
3 ,603 
3,660 
3,692 

3,5,«6 
3,658 
3,441 

Catch for 
the Season. 
Cwts.-Dry. 

44,458 
43,625 
43,146 
60 ,245 
55,960 
39 ,005 
51,706 
69,699 
62,006 
66,089 
58 ,455 
66,641 
62,649 
81,812 
95,677 
65,825 
84 ,932 
86 ,193 
89 ,951 

111,812 
59,6:57 
97,906 
92,470 
75,535 
87,423 
61,105 
68,597 

Total number of Persons 
employed in the Fisheries, 
exclusive of the Crews of 

Fishing Smacks, 

4 ,863 
4,121 
4,210 
4 ,185 
4,260 
4 ,126 
4,200 
4,372 
4,198 
4,079 
4 ,140 
4,444 
4,154 
4,099 
4,080 
4,053 
3 ,795 
3,555 
3 ,456 
3 ,631 
3,866 
3,921 
5,896 
4,088 
4 ,295 
4,654 
5,620 
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' 14. The following table gives the statistics of the Herring Fisheries of SHETLAND 
' Shetland since the year 1833 :— 

" ,___ LERWICK. 

Tear. 

1833 
34 
35 
36 
37 
»8 
39 

1840 
41 
42 
48 
44 
45 
i<; 
»7 
48 
49 

1850 
51 
52 
53 
54 
55 
56 
57 
5S 
59 

1SG0 
61 
62 
63 
64 
65 
66 
67 
68 
69 

1870 
71 
72 
73 
74 
75 
76 
77 
78 
79 

1880 
81 
82 

No. of Boats of 
all Sizes. 

^a 
s 
5. 
o 
be 
1 

"o 

•a 

"5 
o 
J ; 

at 
O 

"~ 

; 

13 
c 
Is ' o 
pa 
to 

Ut 

w 

r 
1087 

1186 
1185 
1002 
1007 

900 
882 

874 
931 
884 
881 
859 
805 
793 
793 
663 

r 250 
282 
270 
290 
337 
363 
360 
374 
3S5 
359 
359 
340 
274 
308 
300 
288 
250 
247 
206 
172 

96 
94 

169 
99 

117 
206 
217 
276 

L 372 

No. of Fishermen 
and People employed 

in Curing. 

9 ,061 

9,418 
8,706 
6,672 
5,976 
5,014 
4,704 
4 ,621 
5,172 
4,982 
5.032 
4,956 
4,574 
4,580 
4,834 
4,255 
4,588 
4,842 
1,750 
1,848 
2,023 
2 ,115 
2,106 
2 156 
2,211 
2,057 
1,638 
1,220 
1,677 
1,812 
1,698 
1,639 
1,491 
1,365 
1,018 

765 
442 
533 

1,166 
856 
975 

1,590 
1,988 
2,602 
4,336 

Total Catch, or number of Barrels 
Shipped each year, Cured. 

64,858 
• •• 

.'.'. 

25 ,685 
6,112 

20,395 
10,763 

2 ,913 
3,053 
6 ,373 
5.754 
3,395 
4,834 
3 ,638 
5,652 
5,104 
9 ,131 

15,300 
9,009 

14,760 
10,200 
17,858 
11,926 

6,676 
10,550 

8,164 
3,720 
9 ,733 

650 
4,152 

13,257 
9,946 
1,209 
1,775 
4,200 
1,682 
1,801 
1,220 
1,180 
2,896 
3,828 
5,451 
8,458 
8,755 

48.552 
59,586 

134,187 

22216. In consequence of the pecidiarities attached to the possession of 
udal land is there any difficulty in selling it ?—None, so far as I am 
aware. 

22217. The absence of a written title does not constitute any difficulty 
in sale 1—I believe not. 

22218. How does the person who has no written title make up a title 
at the moment of sale 1—As I have stated, the forms of feudal con-
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IIETLA.XD. veyance are generally adopted, but that is just for the sake of the 
security afforded by registration of the conveyance. 

LERWICK. 22249. And a person buying udal land does not feel that he is buying 
Charles with less security than if he were buying old feudal land ?—I believe not, 

llampiiii. 22250. You stated that when the people said the proprietor had alienated 
the scathold land from the occupiers or crofters, that meant that he had in­
stituted a process of partition; but surely they woidd not say that was tak­
ing their land away unless the proprietor had actually become the occupier, 
and partitioned the land himself, or turned it into a farm. Supposing 
the proprietor got a partition of scathold, and got his own share of the 
commonty and left it in the occupation of his own crofters, they would 
not say that he had taken away their land, would they ?—As a matter 
of fact I believe it is generally the largest proprietor in the room or 
township who institutes the process of division of commonty; and his 
share in the scathold would be very much larger than any others. The 
portions of land formerly pastured on by the small proprietors would 
therefore be taken away and put into the hands of the large proprietor. 

22251. But if the large proprietor left that scathold appropriatid to 
him in possession of his own arable tenants, he would not be taking the 
scathold away; he would only be separating it and appropriating it to 
particular persons 1—I fancy the answer to that very much depends upon 
the meaning of the words ' taken away.' It is difficult to understand 
what crofters have meant by the words ' taken away.' 

22252. I understood they generally meant that the scathold had not 
only been partitioned, but taken possession of and occupied by the 
proprietor as a farm, or had been leased as a sheep farm 1—That of 
course is a case of taking away undoubtedly. 

22253. You don't know whether there are cases in which the proprietor 
lets his own share of the scathold and leaves it in the occupancy of 
his own tenants ?—I don't know. I cannot answer that question. 

22254. You say you have not known any case of oppression with 
reference to the small tenants. As you have volunteered a statement, I 
would like to ask you your opinion about a case which has been brou^hl 
before us to-day. We have been told that on the island of Whalsay, 
which is inhabited by about a thousand people, the proprietor does not 
allow any competitive shop to be established—that there is only one 
shop of his own allowed in the island. If that be the case do you 
consider that that amounts to a kind of oppression?—I am afraid that U 
a question I ought not to answer. I may have a very strong private 
opinion upon the matter. 

22255. I would not have aUuded to it if you had not mentioned 
oppression Ì—I only referred to cases brought before my Court. 

22256. You said that when there is no settlement between the fisher­
men and the fish-curer, the debt is carried on to another year; when the 
debt has lasted more than a year, is it customary for the fish-curer to 
charge interest ?—Yes, I think so. 

22257. What is the rate of interest generally charged ?—My recollec­
tion is that it is five per cent, but I am not quite sure. I have known 
cases where interest has been changed. 

22258. Sir Kenneth Mackenzie.—If you found 10 percent, was charged, 
would you think it right ?—I don't know that I would give interest 
at all; it is a doubtful legal point whether interest is due. As a matter 
of fact, I have deducted interest in some cases. 

22259. But it has not come under your notice that exorbitant int reel 
has been charged 1—I don't know of any rate of interest above 5 per 
cent, that has come undor my notice. 
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RHFTT 4\"t) 
MAGNUS TAIT, Crofter, Houselter, Tingwall (6G)—examined. 

22260. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—How many people were present when LEt tWICg-
U'ou were elected a delegate ?—Twenty-two. Magnu3 Tait. 

22261. How many people are there altogether in your neighbourhood 
—how many families of crofters ?—About twenty-eight. 

22262. Is your place far from here ?—Five miles. 
22263. What did your neighbours want you to complain of hero 

to-day 1—High rents. 
22264. What more?—And compensation for improvements. 
22265. Anything else ?—Repairs for houses. 
22266. What rent did you pay?—£9. 
22267. What extent of land have you got for that ?—About eight acres, 

I think. 
22268. Have the remainder of the people in the place about the same, 

or is yours larger ?—About the same size. I have been in the croft 
which my grandfather and father had, and it is double the rent now. 

22269. How lung have you been at the head of your house yourself Ì 
—Thirty years. 

22270. What family have you ?—Three. 
22271. What was the rent when you began ?—£6, 6s. 9d. 
22272. Is the £ 9 which you pay bare rent ?—The bare rent besides 

the rates. 
22273. The rates are over and above ?—Yes. 
22274. Have you always had the same extent of ground you have 

now ?—No, the hill pasture is taken clean off. 
22275. From yourself?—From all the parish. 
22276. When was it taken ?—About thirty years ago. 
22277. Just about the time you began ?—Yes. 
22278. What stock do you keep ?—About six aU winter, and two all 

summer, and two ponies. 
22279. Six cows?—No, two. 
22280. How many queys ?—Two and two others. 
22281. Have you any other horses?—Two, and I am very heavily 

taxed. 
22282. No sheep ?—None. 
22283. "What stock could have been kept on the place before the 

scathold was taken away from you ?—About nine in place of six. 
22284. And your rent seems to be bigger than it was?—It is double 

what is was ninety years ago, when my father was head of the house. 
22285. What was the rent then ?—£4, 10s. 
22286. The scathold was taken away about thirty years ago; to whom 

was it given ?—To sheep farmers for the most part 
22287. And is it a sheep farm to this day ?—A great part of it. 

Upwards of forty families were taken away, 
22288. Is that place at the head of Dale's Voe?—Yes; westward of 

Dales. The chief side of the parish is there. 
22289. Is that only about twenty years ago ?—No ; more than that. 
22290. Who Ì3 your proprietor?—The Hays are proprietors, but 

formerly it was three different families. 
22291. Who was the proprietor when it was made into sheep farms?— 

Mr George Hay. 
22292. Is he alive yet?—Yes. 
22293. He bought the property, in fact ?—I suppose so. 
22294. And turned it into a sheep farm ?—A great part of it. 
22295. What is the name of this property ?—Aswerhaken 

4r j 
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SHETLAND. 22296. Who is the tenant of it now?—There are three or four different 
_ farmers. 
LERWICK. 22297. Give me their name3?—Mr Chalmers is one. 

Magnus Tait. 22298. "Who are the others?—Mr Low and Air Manson, but not of Air 
Hay's estate. 

22299. Air Hay has not got the whole land from which these people 
were turned out?—No, other proprietors in the parish. 

22300. But Chalmers and Low occupy part of Air Hay's ground ?— 
Yes, and a little part of the scathold. The people are heavily taxed for 
animals—10s. for a pony and a little for sheep. 

22301. There is the privilege of certain grazing upon payment?—There is. 
22302. "What became of the people who were turued out thirty years 

ago?—Shifted to different places—to smaller places; and some emigrated. 
22303. Were they well off?—They were pretty well off when rents were 

low. 
22304. Did they use to turn over a good deal of land for crop every 

year ?—Yes ; and got good crops. 
22305. Is there any of that going on now ?—Yes, a great improvement, 

but their return for improvement is laying on more money. 
22306. Is any of the land on which these crofters were put turned by 

the plough ?—Yes, for the sheep farmers. 
22307. They keep some ground uuder cultivation ?—Yes, they keep a 

piece of it under cultivation. 
22308. What kind of crops do they raise ?—Pretty fair. The soil is 

good. 
22309. Particularly at the top of Dale's Voe ; is not that good land ?— 

Yes. 
22310. How many people live at the top of Dale's Voe now; I saw 

one house ?—That is a shepherd's house. 
22311. Is that the only one there ?—-That is the only one of the seven 

that were there. 
22312. How many were there ?—Seven 
22313. Was that the first time sheep were introduced to this 

neighbourhood, about thirty years ago ?—Yes, there was not a sheep farm 
before that. 

22314. What was the object of introducing sheep, and turning out the 
men ?—I don't know ; for the profit of the proprietor I understand. 

22315. Was that the only reason ?—There were none of the people in 
debt. 

22316. They were quite able to pay their way?—Yes, I did not hear 
of one being due a shilling. 

22317. Were they fishermen as well as crofters?—Yes, but I don't 
know. T was a seaman for forty-two years, and I had a small pension 
from Whitehall in London, a3 a merchant sailor. 

22318. You say that among the grievances the people sent you here to 
represent one is that the rents are too high ?—High rents. 

22319. And you want compensation for improvements?—To be sure. 
22320. And do not want to be turned out ?—No, we want a fair valua­

tion for what we have; because if we had more land we would not have 
sufficient to stock it. It is not caused so much by the landlords as by 
the factors and ground officers, and assessors, and then the master takes 
it up. Air Hay, I believe, is the best rent master; when the day 
comes you must pay it. He has his cottages in good order j but for my 
part there has no stone been lifted for ninety-three years, when my father 
was in it. 

22321. WTio is your proprietor at this moment ?—Mr Hay. 
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22322. And he keeps your buildings in good order?—Yes, but for my SHETLAND. 
part there has not one stone been removed for ninety years. It is a hovel 
that gives me a little shelter. My grandfather was in it before. LERWICK. 

22323. Have any of you got leases?—No, no leases at all; but if we Magnus Tait. 
improve there is £ 1 put on one year and 10s. another; that is the 
encouragement we get. 

22324. And you don't care for that kind of encouragement ?—No, and 
only forty days' notice to quit ; and where can we go ? 

22325. Are you really paying this rent because you don't know very 
well where to go to ?—No, it is laid on, and I cannot go any further. 

22326. Are you continuing to pay the high rent because you cannot 
better youreelf 1—To be sure. 

22327. What length of lease would you like to have ?—I don't care 
what length of lease I get, because my lease is going out. 

22328. Your lease of life ?—Yes. 
22329. But we were told by a man in Skye, who was seventy-eight 

years of age, that if he got a lease he would have a try yet ?—So I might, 
but the rent is too high. 

22330. But if you got encouragement, and the people in your neighbour­
hood the same, you would improve a great deal more than you are doing ? 
•—I am improving as hard as I can, and the people are all doing the 
same ; but those who do most get 10s., or £1 laid on. 

22331. Are you obliged to buy anything for the support of your 
family ?—Yes, plenty times I have to buy. 

22332. The croft does not support you ?—No. 

JAMES GARRIOCK, Reawick (49)—examined. 

22333. The Chairman.—I understand you desire to make a statement James 
in reference to the deposition of James David Robertson of Walls ?— Garriock. 
One or two of his statements may have been applicable to one or two 
cases ; but in reference to Melby, who is the largest proprietor and owns 
more than half the whole property in the three parishes, I beg to state that 
there were certain inaccuracies. 

22334. On what head was it ?—In the first place, with reference to the 
houses, it is the practice on Melby's property always for the landlord to 
build the houses, and provide timber for the roof, windows, and doors, the 
tenant putting on the thatch, and erecting the office houses, and in the 
event of his leaving, being allowed compensation by neutral valuators. 
The incoming tenant is chargeable with the amount of that valuation, but 
failing the incoming tenant, of course the proprietor has to stand the loss. 
Hence the statement as to no compensation falls to the ground. And I 
may further remark, that I think he made a statement to this effect, that 
the landlords did not put themselves to much expense. Now, when the 
late proprietor, Dr Scott or Melby, became heir to the estate, I think in 
the year 1852, the houses had fallen into a state of dilapidation, and the 
crofts were all in the old system—the runrig system—and all mixed up. 
Dr Scott being at that time a staff-surgeon in the Royal Navy, and 
possessed of means apart from his income, could afford to expend a con­
siderable sum annually in improving his property, which to my certain 
knowledge he did, in many instances of building new houses, four or five 
in one season, some of them costing £ 3 0 each. He also was at the 
expense of dividing the land, appointing land surveyors, and having the 
crofts measured and allocated, so that this previous runrig system might 
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SHETLAND, be done away with. This prevented three or four tenants having their 
~" land intermixed ; bu t it caused the proprietor considerable amount of 

ER-VWCK. e X p e n s e > a i i 0f which he has paid. Then there was ano ther statement 
James made by Mr Robertson about the increase of rent in consequence of the 

Garriock. churches. I may state tha t there was a call made by t h e parish minister 
for the new manse, and for certain repairs on the three churches. His 
claim was enforced by the presbytery, and the landlords were obliged to 
expend something like £ 2 2 0 0 in less than eighteen months ; and if you 
refer to the valuation roll you will find that stated. I t was no t to be 
expected that proprietors could pay this all out of their own pockets, and 
the tenants s tand no share of it. There was a slight increase of rent at 
tha t time, I believe, bu t I was not then the factor. H e instanced also the 
c is3 of Lawrence Jamieson, as one who had not received justice from his 
landlord . Lawrence Jamiesqn is not a tenant on the Melby estate, and 
I don't think James David Robertson could find one tenant on the Melby 
estate who has been treated in that manner. The late Dr Scott was one 
of the most indulgent and kind hearted of landlords, and certaiuly used 
every means in his power to ameliorate the condition of his tenants, and 
I am bound to say the tenants have been all along managed with the 
utmost consideration, in fact, if possible with too much leniency. W i t h 
regard to the roads, the question which was put to him was that the 
landlord had expended nothing for the making of roads. There has been 
expended by Melby about £ 1 3 0 out of his own resources, apart from road 
money. 

22335. Making farm roads 1—Making roads for the benefit of the parish, 
with the view that , when sufficient road money had been accumulated, 
this parish and that of Sandness might be joined in order to facilitate 
road making between the two parishes. That statement, consequently, is 
evidently erroneous on the part of Mr Robertson. Then in regard to his 
own case, as the tenant of Happy Hansel, that croft or piece of ground is 
not a fair criterion of the rent of the parish. The average rental in Walla 
is £ 4 , 10s. 6d., or £ 4 , l i s . per croft. The average rent in Sandness is 
£ 4 , 17s. 6 d . ; and the average in the island of Foula, which exclusively 
belongs to D r Scott, is £ 3 , 10s. I should say the average size of a croft 
in Walls may be from 4 to 6 acres, and they are similar or rather larger 
in Sandness ; while in Foula they may be from 3 to 4 acres. Thus, I 
think, it becomes evident tha t Melby's tenants are not over-rented as 
compared with any part of the United Kingdom,—and more especially, if 
you take the island of Foula—and you have been there—you must have 
found that the rents are exceedingly moderate. I should say, that if the 
question were thoroughly sifted, there might possibly be room for equalisa­
tion ; some are possibly a little over-rented, bu t more, I should say, would 
be found to be under-rented. With regard to the grievances of the rates, 
I certainly join with the tenants it stating that the school rate is a burden 
grievous to be borne. I t does seem very hard now, that the poor crofters 
iu Shetland should have to pay Is . and Is. 3d. in the pound for what can be 
got in Shetland for 3d. and in Glasgow for 2 id . Where the valuation is 
high, of course the rate is small. Unfortunately, in Shetland the valuati. m 
is low, and consequently the rate must be high. In the parish of Walls, 
Sandness, Papa, and Foula, five new schools had to be erected, and the 
mere maintenance of these buildings must eventually become a heavy 
tax. I merely hint tha t this is a real grievance, and I th ink that is the 
only grievance the Melby tenants have to complain of. Before I became 
factor—-my brothers were then factors ; I have only been factor for eight 
yea rs ; but I was thoroughly conversant with it before I was appointed. 
F o r many years, Dr Scott, in consequence of the enormous outlay, 
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derived very little from the rents; possibly some years not one-third. With SHETLAND. 
regard to the erection of the houses, I may say just now the houses are 
being erected of a superior description to those formerly put up. I k-^wrog. 
expend annually, on behalf of the proprietor, a considerable sum in the James 
purchase of lime with a view, eventually, to the improvement of the Garriock. 
appearance and substantiality of the houses, which in most cases costs 
the tenant little or nothing. Possibly, Mr James David Robertson and 
those who appointed him a delegate, may know of tenants in the parish 
who have been otherwise treated ; I speak merely of those under my own 
immediate charge as factor,—somewhere about 240 tenants,—and I am 
curtain there is not one but has been treated with kindness and considera­
tion. 

22335. Speaking about the system of compensation at the end of the 
occupancy, if I understood you right, when a tenant is leaving, the value 
of his house—I do not know whether you said other improvements—is 
ascertained ?—Yes. 

22337. And the compensation is not given to him by the landlord, but 
is given by the incoming tenant?—It is given by the landlord in the first 
instance, and reclaimed from the incoming tenant who takes his place. 

22338. The outgoing tenant receives the value of his improvements 
from the factor or landlord down Ì—Quite so. 

22339. Aud then it is recovered from the imcoming tenant1?—Yes. 
22340. So that it is not the landlord who pays the compensation ?—It 

is the incoming tenant. 
22341. Is the incoming tenant allowed to subtract that amount from 

his rent gradually, or is it reimbursed gradually ?—He pays it as he is 
able. He may not be able to pay it for many years. 

22342. You allow him to extend the payment over several years?— 
Yes. 

22343. And at the end of his occupancy he receives compensation for 
the unexhausted value in that way 1—lie does, and provided he has no 
successor, the landlord pays him. 

22344. How is the value ascertained ?—By neutral parties. 
22345. You mentioned that there was an expenditure imposed upon 

the heritors for repairs to the churches and manse in one year ?—A little 
more than a year. 

22346. That was in virtue of a decision of the Court of Session; was 
there a law suit in the Court of Session about it ?—There was no law 
suit. 

22347. But the fact that there were so many churches in want of repair, 
and a manse in want of rebuilding, looked as if there had been a culpable 
delay on the part of the heritors in performing their duties towards the 
churches and the manse?—It looks like that. 

22348. Do you think there had been some unnecessary delay on the 
part of the heritors %—I don't think so; because the old manse is standing 
still. 

22349. And what about the three churches?—Well, they possibly did 
require some repairs. 

22350. I mean, it only appears to me curious that they should all have 
wanted re-building and repairing at the same moment; if they had been 
kept up regularly before that, the charge might not have been so heavy at 
one moment ?—I don't know. 

22351. A lawful obligation had accumulated to such an extent, that it 
was necessary in a year and a half to expend how much ?—About £2200. 

22352. You say that the proprietors can hardly be expected to undertake 
that expenditure themselves. Is it not a legal obligation on the pro-
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LERWICK, 

James 
Garriock, 

SHETLAND, prietors?—Well, that is the question which is not fully settled yet, I 
believe. 

22353. At any rate the proprietors thought it was necessary, virtually, to 
raise a sort of rate from the tenant for the purpose of helping them ?— 
That was partly the cause. The landlords found that they could not live ; 
they might as well have handed over their property to the clergy and to the 
tenants ; it would have left them no sufficient income. 

22354. Are there any Nonconformists occupiers in the parish ?—Yes. 
22355. Are the greatest part of the occupiers members of the Established 

Church ?—I should say not. Mr Robertson stated that they were, but 
that is on the principle of all who did not belong to any other denomina­
tion, being put down as belonging to the establishment. 

22356. As it seems that there has been some delay in the performance 
of the legal obligations by heritors, does it appear to you surprising that 
the Noncomformiug bodies should have thought it rather hard to have 
their rents raised to repair churches and build a new manse ?—They con­
sidered it a great hardship. 

22357. How many years was Dr Scott landlord?—From 1852 to the 
end of 1874. 

22358. About twenty-two years?—Yes. 
22359. And you stated that he was a benevolent landlord who laid out 

large sums of money in the improvement of the tenantry ?—I have no 
hesitation in saying that 

22360. Can you tell me what the rental of the whole estate was at the 
time he came into possession ?—Possibly about £900, or a little over. 

22361. And at the end of twenty-two years, about how much?—£1000 
or so a year—about £1100. 

22362. And what is the rental now 1—A little over £1100. 
22363. So that from the year 1852, to the present time, it has only 

increased about £200 ?—Or £250 . 
22364. Can you give me any idea of what the sum total may have been 

which was laid out in improvements ?—Not without reference to my 
books. 

22365. On this estate of Dr Scott's have small tenants been evicted, or 
has any scathold been taken away, or sheep farms formed ?—None ; the 
scathold has been measured but not taken. 

22366. Mr Eraser-Mackintosh.—You stated that Dr Scott laid out a 
great deal of money in the way of allocating lands, and employing sur­
veyors to change the old runrig system ?—Yes. 

22367. Do you think that the money was altogether out of pocket on 
his part ?—It was. 

22368. Did he get no return whatever in the way of increased rents at 
that period ?—Possibly, that may have been one of the things that led to 
the slight increase for all I know; I was not their factor. 

22369. And you will not undertake to say that the effect of these alloca­
tions and surveys was not an increase of rent upon the people?—I cannot 
say as to that ; I was not paying particular attention to it. 

22370. But don't you think it was rather unadvisable for you to say 
that was laid out on the estate, when it may have been more than repaid 
by their rental ?—I don't believe it was; iu fact, I am certain it was 
not. 

22371. Do you mean to say there was no increase of rental?—Not at 
that particular time; subsequent to that there was. 

22372. How long do you mean by the word 'subsequent?'—Really, I 
am unable to say how many years. 

22373. You stated that a great deal of money had been laid out upon the 
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Melby property—how much has been laid out upon Foula ?—Less than SHETLAND. 
any of the others, because the rents are smaller. 

22371. Can you tell me anything that has been laid out %—There have LEUWICK-
been some repairs, but really I cannot say the amount. James 

22375. Is there a piece of the road upon the island ?—There is a Ganiock. 
bridge which cost a large sum of money. 

22376. That is the bridge across the creek; you don't consider that 
anything worthy of particular mention ?—You will allow me to explain 
that the tenants of Foula are charged a little over the amount of road 
money levied by the country, in order to create a fund for making paths 
through the island, and at this moment there is a sum of about £'11 
accumulated which is to be laid out. It would have been expended last 
year, but people could not be got to agree as to the line of the road. The 
inhabitants of the north part wish it there, and those of the southern 
portion wish to have it there, and the people in the central portion were 
not agreed as to how it should pass through their place; and the matter 
is laid aside, until the road is to be led through the island. 

22377. And it is quite convenient for you to have the £24 ?—I don't 
have i t ; it is in my brother's books. 

22378. It is in the proprietor's hands 1—It is not. I t is in Garrioch and 
Co.'s hands, who pay interest for it. I t was there when they were factors, 
aud it has been allowed to remain there, because they could aUow larger 
interest for it than the proprietor. 

22379. It is as good as if it were in the bank %—Better. 
22380. Are you any relation to the firm that has got the store ?—I am 

brother. 
22381. Have you any interest in the store ?—None whatever. 
22382. Or in the establishment in Reawick ?—No. May I be allowed 

to make one remark further % 
22383. The Chairman.—Certainly ?—I forgot to explain with regard to 

the scathold and stock upon it. There are some tenants who have a 
considerable number of sheep, and most of the tenants in Sandness have 
ponies, and I should think that a good many of them could pay their 
rents by disposing of a two-year-old pony apart from anything else. 

22384. Sir Kenneth Madcenzie.—Of whom are you talking?—Melby's 
tenants in Sandness, and I make that statement to show that the rents 
cannot be considered too high. 

22385. Iu Foula the tenants are prohibited from keeping ponies ?—It 
has been always allowed to the landlord there to keep half a dozen ponies 
for his own use, and I have never heard any objections to it. 

22386. But tenants are not allowed to keep them Ì—No. 
22387. And therefore they can make nothing by selling the ponies ?— 

But they are allowed to have an unlimited number of sheep. 
22388. What is the object of prohibiting ponies in Foula 1—I really 

don't know ; it has been always the practice. I don't know any particular 
reason. It is not a source of great revenue to the proprietor. 

22389. Mr Fraser-MacJci?iiosh.—I think they told us they had ponies 
at one time 1—Not so far as I am aware. They have an unlimited right 
to the hills, and may keep as many cattle and sheep as they choose, and 
the result is that they keep far too many of both; some of them having 
eight or ten cows, and only pay £ 5 of rent, and perhaps they may have 
100 or 200 sheep. 

22390. Sheriff Nicolson.—Is there any individual there who keeps that 
number of sheep ?—I fancy there must be. But I would not like to make 
the statement without further inquiry. 

23391. Can you give us any figures as to the actual stock upon the island 
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SHETLAND, at present1?—I don't know; I t is very difficult to get at it. As a rule, the 
.. tenants are not very willing to state the precise number of their flocks. 

' I forgot, also, to state that about twenty families in Walls—tenants— 
James emigrated to New Zealand. There were valuators appointed to put a 

Garriock. fair estimate upon their outlay with regard to the erection of office houses, 
and implements, and which they recorded cash when embarking or before 
embarking for New Zealand. 

22392. Mr Fraser-2IacJiuitosh.—Did these people go of their own 
accord ?—They did. 

22393. Were they in arrear?—I don't think they were; they were of 
the better class. 

22394. Would they not have stopped if you had given them greater 
encouragement?—I am glad you mentioned that. The statemeut was 
made that they had no leases. A number of years ago leases were pre­
pared for the Melby tenants by the late Mr Henry Cheyne, W.S., Edin­
burgh, who was also a Shetlander, and fully acquainted with the manners and 
customs of the people. These leases were put into the hands of some of 
the tenants who were requested to peruse them, and were offered to be 
supplied with them, and not one of them took a lease; and these leases 
are lying as so much waste paper yet. 

22395. Was it in consequence of the stringency of the regulations ?— 
I cannot say as to that. 

22396. There may be leases and leases 1—I don't think there were any 
unreasonable clauses in them. 

Rev. GEORGE CLARK, Free Church Minister, South Conuigsburgh, 
recalled—examined. 

Rev. George 22397. TJie Cliairman.—I understand you wish to make an explana-
Clark. tion ?—Mr Bruce thinks an answer of mine was misunderstood. He 

thinks that in speaking about over-crowding, I was referring chiefly to the 
Sumburgh estate. I was not, I was referring to all the estates. Mr 
Bruce's is not the worst; Lady Nicolson's is probably the worst, so far as 
over-crowding is concerned. Mr Bruce thinks you did not under­
stand me. 

22398. Wrho is Lady Nicolson's factor?—I thought it was Mr Mac-
gregor, but Mr Macgregor says he is not. Mr Macgregor is here, and will 
explain that. He is recognised as her agent at aU events.—Alexander 
Macgregor, solicitor, Lerwick. I am Lady Nicolson's agent, and her factor 
is Mr Sinclair Pottinger, Grimister. 

22399. The Chairman.—As agent, are you conversant with the condi­
tion of the estate ?—No, not at all.—Beo. Mr Clark. Mr Walker, 
Episcopalian minister, says to me she has no factor, only a ground 
officer. 

22400. The Chairman.—To whom does the ground officer report ?—To 
herself. 

THOMAS HENDERSON, Crofter, Olnafirth, Delting (49)—examined. 

Thomas 2 2401. Sheriff Nicolson.—When were you chosen to appear here?— 
Henderson On Saturday the 14th. 

22402. Was there a meeting called?—There was. 
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22103 . Wha t were you asked to say?—Our grievances which were SHETLAND, 
stated were these. First, that the rents have been raised during the last "" 
thir ty years fully 3 0 per cent., while aU the improvements have been E R " 
made by the crofters. Second, tha t no compensation has been allowed by Thomas 
the landlords for improvements made by the crofters. In connection Henderson. 
with this I may say that we have beeu afraid to cultivate or improve, 
because there might be more rent put upon us in consequence of the 
improvements. Third, that the crofters only hold their crofts from year 
to year, so that the landlords can put them off their crofts at forty days' 
notice. You are aware that in this country we consume peats, and not 
coals, and if an eviction takes place we don't know tha t it is to be unti l 
November. Now our peats must be cut and cured in summer, and no t 
winter, and if we get notice to leave there is no resource but to stand and 
face i t—we have no alternative but to face it, or go to the fields. Shelter 
we might get, bu t not fire. 

22404. That last ground of grievance is not peculiar to Shet land?— 
No, bu t we stand a worse chance than the people in Scotland, because 
we have no coals ; we burn our peats ou the floor, and then, if we 
had money for coals, we would have to pay l i s . of freight. Fourth, 
we complain that the landlords will not give long leases on favourable 
terms. Fifth, that the hill pasture, or common, in some cases has been taken 
away and given to others. The crofters have been charged 6d. for each 
sheep, and 3s. for each pony pu t upon this common. We understood our 
hills were common, and belonged to the crofters from time immemorial, 
which was guaranteed by treaty between Denmark and Scotland, when it 
was ceded to the lat ter in 1469. I heard the Sheriff make some reference 
to that, and I understood that, in days of old, the t i t le deeds for the 
udal lands bore, that from the highest clod on the hill to the lowest stoue 
on the beach, the tenants were entitled to the pasture when they took a 
lease of a farm. If we have a claim on them, we want to have it 
established. The people had the right of the pasture until, I think, about 
1S3O, when, I believe, a man came from another part of the country, and 
offered a certain amount for the hills in the southern part of the parish, 
which was accepted; bu t I understand he failed about two years after­
wards. The tenants in the south end of the parish were then called 
together at Busta, and £ 3 1 extorted from them under penalty of removal, 
and, like the old Highland piper at Waterloo, we had ju s t to stand and 
face it out. We all paid the money with the exception of a few. That 
money was paid from 1832 to 1869, a period of thirt}--seven years. Then 
we experienced the heaviest harvest weather which there has been in my 
time, uuder the visiting hand of Providence, destroying our crop to a large 
extent, and the remainder was destroyed by animals from the hills, and 
instead of receiving sympathy from the landlords, there was an addition 
made to the rent of 3s. and 5s. as the case might be. Indirectly, we thought 
tha t was to be for the erection of a new church and manse, but we were 
not sure. I produce receipt for 1868-69 , showing the increase of 3s. in 
the pound. W e grumbled and growled, in consequence of that increase, 
b u t some paid the rent, and some promised to do it, and in about three 
years fifty per cent, of the people in the parish were falling into arrears. 
In 1878 our cattle on the hills, for the grazing of which we were paying, 
were driven together by the factor's order—the factor was the man who 
did the work, whether he was ordered to do it or not, we cannot say, and 
6d. was charged for every sheep, and 3s. for every pony. The stock was 
numbered in August or September, and no intimation was given to any 
man to pay until he came to the pay table, and consequently none of the 
people were prepared at the rent time. I didn't pay at that time, because 
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SHETLAND. I left the croft, but I went on a new croft, and the year following I paid 
everything tha t was asked. I may say that I am glad to see the Com-

LERWICK. m i S 3 ion here, because the people wish the hill back again. The people 
Thomas want many things they can never get, but if we have a claim to the hills 

Henderson, we want them back, and if we have no claim we don't want them. But 
I am almost certain we have a claim, because, as I have said, in our old 
country Acts it says, tha t from the highest clod on the hill to the lowest 
stone on the beach we have a right to the pasture. W i t h regard to the 
compensation, I must say tha t any labour that has been expended by 
the tenants has been buried in the hearts of the landlords, and conse­
quently there has been almost no improvement made. With regard to 
the leases to which I have referred, I may say tha t some people don't 
desire them. Fo r my own part, the croft I have is hardly worth taking a 
lease of, and the rent I pay is far too much. Five merks of land at 16s. 
a merk was my r e n t ; but in 1832 and 1869 it was raised, until now I 
pay £ 5 . I waut that increase of rent off, besides having the hill restored 
to us. Sixth, we complain that the crofter cannot improve his croft undi;r 
the present precarious system. Seventh, that most of the dwelling-house3 
are unfit for people to live in. The dwelling-houses and aU the offices, 
have mostly been raised by the tenants. Mr Garriock referred to com­
pensation being given for the roofs, but i t is the incoming tenant who 
always pays that. In my own case, when I left my croft, there was no 
tenaut coming in, and I was due the landlord no thing. The roof stood 
from the 11th November, when my term was up, until the May following 
when I removed it, and then it was a good deal worse. 

22105. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—Is Mr Garriock factor on your pro­
perty Ì—No, Mr Gifford ; but I could not help making that remark . In 
all cases, so far as I am aware, when a removal takes place, it is the 
iucomiug tenaut who pays ; and in some cases the proprietor has been 
obliged to advance for the incoming tenant. In all cases the roofs have 
been left to the incoming tenant, at a valuation ; but the proprietor never 
paid that , unless the tenaut was evicted, and was obliged to leave his 
roofs behind, and then the tenant would go to the landlord for the 
damages. In certain cases, in nearly all cases, the tenant coming in 
pays the damages to the one going o u t The following are the reforms 
which we consider are greatly needed:—* 1. That the crofters shall get 
' long leases on favourable t e rms ; or rather tha t he shall be made secure 
1 in his holding while he pays his rent. 2. That where the hill pasture 

• or common has been taken away, it shall be restored to the crofter; and 
1 where sheep, ponies, «fec.f have been charged for, the charge shall be 
' taken off. 3. That the crofter shall get compensation for all improve-
' ments, whether iu cultivating his croft, building, or improv ing his dwell-
4 ing house, or offices, or whatever improvements he may have made, or 
1 paid for making. 4. That all crofts shall be valued by valuators 
' appointed by the Government ; said valuators to be acquainted with our 
' climate and soil. 5. That no crofter shall be removed or ejected from 
' his croft, so long as he pays his rent and cultivates his croft. 6. And 
1 last, tha t all sheep farms, however long they may have been used as such 

* be discontinued, and again subdivided into reasonable sized crofts. This 
' we insist on, because there is a demand in the islands for them. They 
' contain the very b^st land in the islands. Their existence have been 
1 our chief source of pauperism. And finally, the best interests of our 
' population at large, which should ever be our prime object, demands 
' i t . — T H O M A S HENDERSON, chairman.' 

22106. W h o drew out tha t statement Ì—We drew out our grievances 
amongst ourselves, and this paper was agreed to unanimously, iu the 
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meetings . These are the advantages we most desire, and I got the SHETLAND, 
teacher to draw out the statement as I am no scholar myself. 

22407. But the statement, is the bona fide productions of the people L E R W I C K 

themselves1?—Indeed, Yes. Thomas 
22408. Have you any sheep farms in your parish ?—We have.*" I Henderson-

calculate that about one-fifth of the parish is laid down under sheep 
farms. 

22409. How long is it since they began ?—I was not born in the 
parish, but I know the farms have been in existence ever since 1855. 

22410 . Were these farms the means of dispossessing some of the people 
from the land, or were they the means of the scathold being curtailed ?— 
No, the people were not absolutely dismissed, bu t there were patches 
taken off almost aH of us. 

22411 . W^as that done by one proprietor or by several Ì—By several 
proprietors. 

22412 . Who is the largest proprietor in your part of the coun t ry?— 
The Busta estate, I suppose, is the biggest. 

22413. Was the old laird alive at this t ime 1—I believe it was in the 
old laird's time, tha t one-fifth part was given off as sheep farms, when 
eighteen or nineteen families were removed. Two of the families remained 
in a fair position, but that was about all. The rest fell off one way or 
another. Some of them emigrated, some settled down on the hills, and 
others along the shores. The younger people emigrated. Some of them 
fell into pauperism. 

22414. Has there been discontent ever since tha t took place?—There 
has, over the parish. 

22415. How many people were present when you were elected a dele­
gate ?—About thirty. 

22416. And you were quite unanimous?—Yes. 
22417. Would you be able to live on your croft if you hadn ' t some­

thing else to do?—No, in addition to the croft, I have been running 
postman for the last five years. 

22418. W h a t family have you ?—My father, my father-in-law, my wife, 
one child, and myself—five in all. 

22419. Are you a native of Shet land?—Yes, I am a native of 
Whalsay. 

22420 . And do you consider that s tatement you have made, represents 
the feelings of the people in the district you represent ?—I do. 

J O H N BRUCE, younger, Sumburgh (46)—examined. 

22421. The Chairman.—What is exactly your position Mr Bruce ?—I John Bruce 
manage my father's estate, and I have some property of my own. 

22422. D o you desire to make any remarks upon Mr Clark's statement^? 
—I f the letter of James Smith is recorded, I should like to say simply 
that his statement is not correct. H e is not a crofter at all, but a fish-
curer and a merchant doing a considerable business, and the premises he 
refers to are business premises. 

22423. This party, in fact, is not a crofter at all ?—He is not. H e is 
a general merchant and fish-curer, doing a considerable country business. 
Mr Clark says the houses are over-crowded, and consequently unhealthy. 
Gonnigsburgh is certainly behind other districts in Shetland as to houses, 
and this is partly due to the bad quality of the stones in the district, and 
the apathy of the people on the subject. But such as the houses in Con-
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nigsburgh are now, the houses in other districts were some years ago, and 
even Conuigsburgh is improving in house accommodation. Mr Clark 
mentioned that there were forty-five families, each living in house3 of one 
apartment. This cannot refer to the Sumburgh estate alone, or even 
principally. The over-crowding is the work of the people themselves. Of 
the two worst houses Mr Clark mentioned, one was built by a tenant who 
pays no rent, and the other is occupied by an old failing man. No house 
of one room is, so far as I know, let to any family; and there is a rule 
against double families, which, however, is disregarded. Iu the case of 
the family where two children died, the father had been a shepherd in 
another parish, and had lately come to Connigsburgh, and forced himself 
and family into the house of his brother-in-law, where there was no room 
for him. The rule on the Sumburgh estate is to give a new tenant a good 
house, and leave it to him to keep up. I have had very few applications 
from the tenants about houses, and I believe there is no great wish 
amongst them to get better holdings. Building leases, or the promise of 
compensation wheu removed, are never refused. There are a number of 
small properties in Connigsburgh, and, I doubt if their houses are better 
than the tenants. Mr Clark's complaint against the Local Authority is 
not fair. They have done all they can, and Mr Clark has been invited to 
attend their meetings, and had he done so, his suggestions would have 
received every attention. The inspector was told to show his instructions 
to Mr Clark. 

22124. Are you personally acquainted with the circumstances of most 
of your people ?—I must say I am less acquainted with the circumstances 
of the Connigsburgh people than with those of the people in the other 
districts; they are further away from me. 

22125. Probably, after this, you will look into the matter more closely? 
—Certainly, I will. 

22126. The Chairman.—Are you aware of any houses upon the Sum­
burgh estate at Connigsburgh which have only one room ?—I am not 
aware that there is such a house. There may be some little place occupied 
by some old womau, but I am not aware that there is such a house let as 
a house. 

22127. Are you aware that there are any houses entered by the byre ? 
—Yes, plenty; but we discourage that as much as possible. At the same 
time, it is a hardship to the people to oblige them to take down these 
byres and build others. They are very much against it themselves, and 
until you can persuade the people that it is uuhealthy, it will not be 
done. 

22128. But might there not be a door put into the wall of the building? 
—There might, in some cases; but in many cases the house is so built 
that you cannot get at the wall conveniently to do that,—the byre covers 
the whole front of the house. That system of entering the house from the 
byre, however, is gradually dying out. No new byres are built that way, 
and as the old byres are falling into decay, and new ones are erected in 
their stead, matters are being remedied. 

22129. The proprietor does not build the outhouses ?—No. 
22130. Is there any regulation on the estate at the present moment 

under which the new byre is to be built apart from the house, or with a 
separate entrance ?—There is a regulation of the Local Authority to that 
effect, but not an estate regulation. 

22131. Are you aware that the Local Authority has actuilly interfered 
to improve or enforce the improvement of houses?—The Loial Authority 
appointed an inspector of nuisances, and this man's duty is to go about and 
visit different localities, and take action wherever he finds what he considers 
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a nuisance. He is not a very competent man. Mr Clark says he is of no SHETLAND. 
use at all, bu t he is the best man we could get. His name is Thomas T 

Williamson, and he is a ground officer on the Symbister estate. ERWICK. 
22432. Do you think a health officer so situated would summon his John Bruce, 

own landlord for a nuisance ?—Probably he would deal more leniently 
with his own landlord than with anybody else, but he would report the 
matter to the Board, and his instructions are, in case of difficulty, to call 
in the medical officer of the parish and get his report. 

22433. Has the medical officer made reports ?—I am not aware t h a t 
he has. 

22434. Have you ever called upon him to do so ?—In some cases of 
fever, I think we did. 

2243?. Has he ever made a report upon cases of fever-in the com­
muni ty?—Not a general report. H e has made reports on special cases 
when asked to do so. 

22436. Have you personally been in every cottage, or in nearly every 
cottage, on the estate ?—I think I have been in every cottage, but not 
very recently. 

22437. Have you candidly got the impression, tha t at the present 
moment the dwellings of the poor are not in a creditable condition1?—I 
believe they are very bad. They are in such a state tha t I don't like to 
see any human being living in some of them. But you will find that, in 
many cases, the people are perfectly contented, and if you were to build 
new houses, the people would prefer to remain where they are rather than 
remove. 

22438. I think you stated, that the rule of your estate was, tha t the 
proprietor built the walls, and tha t the tenant supplied the internal 
furnishings ?—The rule is tha t the proprietor builds the house, and the 
tenant keeps it up. 

22439. We have heard that the building of the houses was divided in 
this way,—that the proprietor builds the walls and furnishes the roof, and 
that the tenant provides the internal fittings?—Yes, where there are 
internal fi t t ings; but in few of these houses are there any internal fittings. 
Where there is any wood lining, or lath, and plaster, i t is mostly the pro­
perty of the tenants . 

22440 . Do you find tha t the tenants in this place make applications to 
the landlords for new houses Ì—I have had very few applications at all. 

22141. Have you acceded to the applications which have been made1? 
— I have never refused leave to built a new house ; I cannot say I have 
been asked to build one. 

22442 . Mr Fra*«r-Mach'ntn$h.—Why ?—Probably they thought I 
would not do it. I have stated in the paper I have handed in, tha t the 
reason why we did not build these new houses is, tha t no landlord can 
afford to build houses without getting interest for his money, and that no 
tenant with the earnings of these men. can afford to pay the interest t ha t 
a really good house would cost. I have attempted a new plan in Fair 
Isle, and if you call there you will see how it works. There the tenants 
are building their own houses, and I give a slate roof, and the new 
cottages are really very nice. 

22443. The Chairman.—Do you th ink tha t if the leases were given on 
liberal terms, the people would expend their own money and their own 
labour ?—That is done largely on the Sumburgh estate. 

22444. Under building leases ?—Under leases. They pay for the 
ground, and the house is entirely buil t by the tenant, except in this 
particular district of Connigsburgh where the race is pecul iar ; but the 
rest of the estate is very comfortable. 
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SHETLAND. 22445 Why is it that there is a peculiarity in the habits of the people 
_ of Connigsburgh?—Some few. years ago I was asked to send some 

' photographs of typical Shetlanders where no traces of foreign blood could 
John Bruce, show, for the information of the anthropological section of the British 

Association. In forwarding the photographs I remarked regarding the 
Connigsburgh people, that the men had a peculiar appearance—they were 
dark, short men, evidently of a different race from the rest of tho 
Shetlanders—and I suggested it might be the remains of the Spanish 
blood introduced at the time of the armada. I was told, however, that 
it was the Celtic or Irish element that showed in these typical faces. 
That peculiarity, I believe, does not appear in any other part of the 
country. 

22446. I t would gratifiy me if you were able to state, now that your 
attention has been directed to the question, that you have it in con­
templation to introduce any improvements in Connigsburgh which aro 
possible ?—Yes, with regard to the houses, I certainly have been thinking 
over the subjects for a long time; but it is a very difficult subject to 
tackle, unless you can take the people along with you. 

22447. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—You have made great improvements 
in ameliorating the condition of the people of Fair Isle I—Yes, but 
there I take the people' very much along with me. If you get one man 
to do a thing in Fair Isle every man will do it. 

22448. Do you not find that in any other place ?—Not in Connigs­
burgh. The people in Fair Isle are all very much upon a level, and 
when one man makes an improvement all the rest are stimulated to 
follow his example. In Connigsburgh there are different classes—tha 
rich and the poor crofter—and the poor crofter does not attempt to equal 
the rich one. In Fair Isle the people are all very much in the same 
position, and don't like to see others going ahead of them. If you could 
get up a spirit of rivalry in Connigsburgh you would soon have finer 
houses. 

22449. Is Fair Isle dealt with in your paper?—Not specially. 
22450. You have given leases to the people in Fair Isle ?—I have 

not. 
22451. Have you promised them compensation?—I have not, but I 

intended to issue a document of that kind to them, and would have done 
so, but there has been so much talk about legislation and what the 
Goverment would do, that I have been waiting to see what the Govern­
ment is to do before I take any definite step. 

22452. The improvement in Fair Isle ha3 actually taken place?—Yes, 
I believe, the men have confidence that they will receive fair play. 

22453. Has your family been long in Shetland ?—Our oldest titles are 
dated 1572.—Rev. Mr Clark. Mr Bruce says he has not, so far as he 
knows, on his estate at Connigsburgh, families dwelling in one apartment. 

22454. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—Paying rents?—Rev. Mr Clark. I 
can mention two cases, namely, George Smith and Laurence Tulloch, 
villeins, each of whom is living with his family in a one-roomed house. 
—-Mr Bruce. What I meant to say was, that I let no house of one 
apartment. In the cases referred to by Mr Clark, the house consists of 
two rooms, and is let to one family, and another family has come in. 
We have not the name of any person on the rental book, so far as I know, 
occupying one room.—Rev. Mr Clark. I beg your pardon ; George 
Smith is on your rent rolL 

22455. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—Don't you think he may have sub-let? 
—Rev. Mr Clark. That may be ; I thought George Smith was paying 
£3 of rent for the one room and his croft, and that Lawrence Tulloch. 
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was also in one apartment, and was paying rent somewhat similar.— SHETLAND. 
Mr Bruce. There are two houses.—Rev. Mr Clark. Yes, but each house 
has only one apartment. LERWICK. 

22156. The Chairman.—Are they attached together?—Rev. Mr Clark. Joim Bruce. 
Yes, you would think it was one house; and I believe it was one house 
and one croft originally, but it is not so now. But there is this case of 
George Smith living in a dwelling of one apartment, and Laurence 
Tulloch living in a dwelling of one apartment ?—Mr Bruce. If that is the 
case, I was not aware of it. 

WALTER SUTHERLAND, Crofter, Nesting (75)—examined. 

22157. The Chairman.—Were you elected a delegate for Westing ?— Walter 
Yes. Sutherlan 

22158. How many people were there at the election ?—About twenty 
they spoke to me. 

22159. What statement have you to make about Westing ?—Well, 
there are two things which I would like to mention ; there is a want of 
leases and heavy rents ; aud these prevent tenants from being so active as 
they otherwise would be. 

22160. Wrho is your proprietor?—The land belongs to the estate of 
Symbister; and Mr William Irvine is factor. 

22161. Have you got scathold ?—Ye3, we have it yet. 
22162. Has any of it been taken away from your holdings ?—Nothing 

in the parish of South Nesting yet, but only a piece of small ground 
which was not of much value. 

22163. What stock do you keep—how many cows?—I keep two milk 
cows—small Shetland cows—and one two-year old quey and one calf. 

22161. Ponies ?—Two—a mare and a foal. 
22165. Any sheep ?—Yes. 
22166. How many?—I could not tell you. Nine or ten, not exceeding 

that 
22167. What rent do you pay?—Exclusive of rates, I pay £ 1 , 10s. 

now. 
22168. How many acres of arable ground have you ?—I suppose about 

3 | acres of very bad land. I only have about half an acre of good land ; 
and the animals I have are all of the old Shetland breed—small. 

22169. Was your rent ever raised ?—Yes; my rent when I took the 
croft thirty-two years ago was £ 3 , l i s . 10d., and now, rates and all, it 
costs about £6 . 

22170. Have you got any road near you?—No, we have a small bit of 
branch road from the main road. 

22171. How far are you from the main road ?—Between two and three 
miles, and we have a small bit of a branch road, about half a mile in 
length, of which we bear the expense ourselves. 

22172. Who made that branch road—who paid for it ?—I expect the 
tenants paid for it. 

22173. Did the landlord not do something for i t?—I don't know 
exactly whether he did any thing or not, but they were always taking your 
money at rent day, and at last in that way they accumulated some money, 
and commenced the branch road; for there was a large burn there, and 
they had to make a road over it. 

22474. Did they put a road over it?—There is a road over it now, 
which cost, I am informed, £100, but I could not say certainly. 
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SHETLAND. 22475. W h o paid the £ 1 0 0 ? — I t was always collected at the time of 
rent paying. 

LERWICK. 22476 . There was a little fund formed for i t ?—Yes , by the tenants. 
Walter ^ ^ ° n o t know whether the landlord put anything into the fund or not. 

Sutherland. 22477. Perhaps he did ?—Perhaps s o ; he might have put in a good 
bi t for all I know. There is one thing I complain of, and that is the want 
of more labour. There is no encouragement to us to labour on our own 
land, because I can prove tha t people have broken up their land and 
brought it under cultivation, and when other people came and offered 
more money for that croft, the tenant got a letter, saying, ' Y o u must pay 
us the money offered by this man or be turned off, and I will take the 
' other man ;' and it may be that the man who offered was a sluggard, aud 
the other an active man. 

22478. Do you know any particular case in which that was done?— I 
do. I t was done in Nesting of late years, when Mr John Budge was 
factor in Symbister, 

22479. W h o is the factor now?—M r William Irvine, of Hay and 
Co., in Lerwick, and a very fine mau he is. 

22480 . Have you any fishers in your village ?—Not now. There is only 
myself and my brother alive, and we are past that. 

22481 . I n the township are there any of your neighbours engaged in 
fishing ?—Yes. 

22482. Are they obliged to fish to any particular person?—I doti'fc 
think it. I th ink they pay their way, bu t I am no t sure. I have no 
concern with their affairs, and I don't know how their accounts stand. 
They certainly must have an agent somewhere in town. 

22483. Do they fish to Mr Irvine, the factor ?—No, I think they fish 
to a Scotchman who has a station here. 

22484 Does he treat them well—do you hear any complaints ?—I have 
heard none yet. They have done much good to Shetland, and I will tell 
you how. They have raised men's wages. I was for eight years manager 
of a boat in Lerwick, and I had never above Is . a cran for taking charge. 

22485. How much do they get now ?—20s. amongst them. 
22486. D o you think that the fishermen are better off now than they 

used to be when you were young ?—They are very much better paid. I 
am telling you I took charge of a boat, and only got Is. for each crau I 
caught, and the other men in the boat got 10d. 

22487. And how much would the first and second men get now ?—I 
th ink, by their accounts, they only get a £ 1 per cran. 

22488. S ir Kenneth Mackenzie.—How many men were there in the 
boat besides yourself ?—Four besides me. W e got 4s. 4d. for the cran of 
herring, and the fish-curers owned the boats and nets, and we caught the 
fish and laboured for them, and got 4s. 4d. amongst us. 

22489. The Chairman.—In those days when you got Is. and the 
others 10d., were you obliged to buy all your things from a particular 
fish-curer %—I could buy from any shop ; but I had to stop in Lerwick, 
and pay for boarding out of my earnings. 

22490 . The fish-curer did not oblige you to buy from his shop?—No. 
The principal complaint in Nesting is the want of leases, and heavy rents. 

22491. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—Does the croft you have support 
yourself and family ?—No, bu t there is only myself and my old wife and 
two daughters, and we have to buy our food one half the year. 

22492. How do you do now when you have given up your fishing ?— 
I am employed yet, but I am fit for very little. Messrs Hay & Co. 
employ me as a fish-curer, or else I would be the worse off. 

22493. You said the Scottish curers, coming here, did a great deal of 
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good to the country ?—They have not done good to me, but to tho fisher SHETLAND 
men. . 

22494. Are you not a Scotsman yourself?—Yes, my grandfather KWICK-
belonged to Caithness. 

22495. I thought you spoke of Scotsmen as if you belonged to another 
country ?—This is a Scotch island, but it is those who have come from the 
mainland of Scotland who have done good to Shetland. It is my belief 
that if they had not come, fishermen would have been receiving now the 
same washes as that current when I was a lad. 

Walter 
Sutherland. 

LAURENCE IIALCROW, Crofter and Fisherman, North Connigsburgh— 
examined. 

22496. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—Have you any statement to make ?— 
Mr Clark has handed it in. 

22497. Were there many people present when the paper was agreed to ? 
—About twelve or fourteen. Most of the men were at the fishing, but 
those who were at home were at the meeting. 

22498. Did you draw up the paper amongst yourselves ?—Yes, and 
Mr Clark was the chairman. 

22499. Nobody helped vou to do it ? it was composed by yourselves?— 
Yes. 

22500. Does it represent all you wish to lay before the Commission ?—-
Yes. 

22501. Have you anything else you particularly wish to say ?—I 
might say a little. The chief thing I want to lay before you is about our 
roads. I have paid road money for about twenty years, and have got 
scarcely anything done except what we have done ourselves. The next 
thing is Mr Bruce's wire fence. It is quite broken down in many places. 
Sometimes our sheep go in on the estate, and sometimes the tenant's sheep 
are driven on to our scathold, and that is very unjust, I reckon. 

22502. Don't you know that it is proper to have mutual fences when 
there are two properties ?—Yes. 

22503. Are you not aware that that is the law 1—No. 
22504. You -should apply to your own proprietrix to get a proper 

fence ?—There should be a proper fence between, because some of Mr 
Bruce's tenant's sheep feed upon our property, and ours are poinded in his 
property. 

22505. Do you ever poind his ?—No, because they have plenty meat 
inside, and are bigger. 

22506. Did you ever represent this grievance of the fence to your own 
proprietrix ?—We have to the factor. I never saw the proprietrix in my 
life. I don't think she ever saw her own property. 

22507. Who is her factor?—Mr Sinclair Pottinger; but he has only 
been factor for one year. The previous factor was there ten or twelve years. 

22508. What does the present factor say when you make a complaint ? 
—He says very little one way or another. Of course, we reckoned he had 
but newly come in, and could not know much about it. The present hill 
is in contemplation of being divided, and if division takes place we don't 
know who may come on. ' It may be taken in altogether, but we hope not. 

22509. Who was contemplating making the division of the property?— 
Both Bruce and Lady Nicolson. 

22510. Will Lady Nicolson do anything?—Not unless she is forced; 
4'x 

fLanrcncc 
Ilalcrow. 
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SHETLAND, she is an old woman, nearly off the stage of time. She will make little 
_ repair upon old houses, and she won't build new ones. 

J ' 22511. Who is the heir]—-I don't know. I t is not anyone in Shet-
Lrrarence l a u d ; but somebody away in the sou th ; some relation of her late 
Halcrow. husband. 

22512. Is there anybody who takes any interest in the condition of 
the people on the part of the proprietrix 1—None whatever. The people 
have just to do the best they can. 

22513 . Has tha t lasted for a long t imel—Thir ty or forty years. 
22511 . How long is it since Lady Nicolson became a widow?—Just 

twenty years now. I wish to say a few words about the rack-rent system in 
land. She has forty merks all in pa tches ; and where I live it i stvvo miles 
from one side of the township to the other, and my lot is divided up into 
above twenty pieces. On each piece I have four different neighbours, all 
around ine, and I cannot get to my piece without t ramping on my 
neighbour's land, and they cannot get to their 's without t ramping on 
mine, and the crop is hardly to be seen ; and we have to transport 
manure mostly on our backs. 

A L E X A N D E R MACGREGOR, Solicitor, Lerwick (31)—examined. 

Alexander 22515. The Chairman.—Do you wish to make any statement?—As I 
Macgregor. have already stated, I am agent in the county for Lady Nicolson, and it 

occurs to me to make one or two remarks, following those which have been 
made by her tenant, Laurence Halcrow. The scathold is at present being 
divided, and all through the process and division Lady Nicolson has 
instructed me to meet and consult with her tenants, and their con­
venience, and to protect their rights. The statement was made by 
Halcrow, that Lady Nicolson would do nothing unless she were forced, 
and I think it is only jus t to her Ladyship to mention this. The Rev. 
Mr Clark has stated tha t the tenants all consider me as the medium 
between them and Lady Nicolson. If so, I have received no complaint 
or request from any of the tenants y e t ; and, remembering this, it seems 
unjust to her Ladyship that such a remark should be made. If they have 
considered me as their medium, i t is unjust of t hem to come here and 
make complaints without having given her Ladyship an opportunity of 
doing what they wish. I make this s ta tement voluntarily, as I consider 
it expedient and necessary in the circumstances. 

J O H N S P E N C E , Teacher of Board School and Inspector of Poor, 
Nest ing (45)—examined. 

John 22516. Tlie Ckail-man.—You are a delegate from the people of Nest-
Spence. | iB„ \—j a m > 

22517. Have you got a statement to make on their p a r t ? — I may read 
i t : — ' A meeting of crofters was held at Vassa, on Saturday the 30 th day 
1 J u n e 1883, for the purpose of discussing any grievances that might be 
1 found to exist in the district, and to appoint delegates to present the 
1 same before the Royal Commissioners, presently inquiring into the con-
' dition of crofters in the Highlands and Islands. Mr J o h n Spence, 
' inspector of poor, wa3 called to the chair. The crofters entered into a 
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long and lucid discussion of the land question, and it was moved and SHETLAND, 
unanimously agreed to, that the chief causes for complaint are—1st, ~ 
High rents ; 2nd, Insecurity of tenure; 3rd, Want of compensation for _IJ ~ 
improvement; 4th, Inferior quality of dwellings; 5th, The landlord's j0hn 
claim to a share of whale3 captured in the areas of the sea around the Spence. 

: coast; 6th, No roads. The chairman was appointed to draw up a 
; statement embodying the foregoing resolutions, and to lay the same 
1 before a meeting to be held on an early day. Statement.—The crofters 
1 of Nesting here assembled do hereby 6ubmit that the rents charged for 
1 our lands are excessive, considering—first, the unproductive nature of 
! the soil; second, the uncertainty of the climate; and, third, our 
' northern position, the winter having often set in while our crops are still 
on the ground. Our crofts consist of from three to six acres, and are valued 
at about 25s. to 35s. per acre. The average croft will yield, taking one 
year with another, say— 

6 bolls meal, at 20s., 
100 ankers potatoes, at Is., 
Produce of cows (say 3), at 2-3.-., 
Produce of sheep (say 6 ewes), at 7s. Gd., 
Produce of pigs (say 1), at 45s., 
Produce of poultry (say40s.), 

Produce arising from ponies, say on an average, 

Total return of croft, 

£6 0 0 
5 0 0 
3 15 0 
2 5 0 
2 5 0 
2 0 0 

£21 5 0 
2 0 0 

£23 5 0 

Now, by deducting from the above total the amount of rent, £9 , and 
price of seed 50s., in all £11 , 10s., the sum of £11, 15s. remains 
to pay for all the labour expended on working the croft throughout 
the year, which at an average estimate will equal 600 days' work, and 
yield 4^d. per day for our work. Our rents have increased from time 
to time, so that during the last thirty years they have in most cases been 
nearly doubled. About ten years ago our rents were raised 10 per cent., 
in consequence of repairs being required for the parish kirk and manse, 
whereby we considered ourselves most deeply aggrieved. Insecurity of 
tenure is also a felt grievance. Although our proprietor has not had 

; recourse to evictions as others have done, yet the fact that the only hold we 
: have on our house and homes is the will of a single individual, who if 
! he pleases can turn us out of doors at forty days' notice, makes our 
1 position most uncomfortable, and deprives us of that feeling of security 
1 and independence that we otherwise would enjoy. We further have to 
; complain that the proprietor allows no compensation for improvements 
made on the land. The chief improvements made by us are breaking up 
pasture land, and bringing it under cultivation; building byre, barn, and 
other offices ; and erecting hill dykes or fences, chiefly of turf or stones. 
Now the way-going tenant receives no compensation for any of these 

: improvements, whether he has occupied long or short; and, in fact, we 
; are deterred from making improvements that we might, by reason of our 
1 insecurity of tenure and the proprietors policy of no compensation. No 
1 doubt, the two last grievances stated above are chiefly the causes of our 
' miserable houses. It is true the proprietor furnishes the walls aud 
1 roof of the rudest description, which are generaUy neither wind nor water 
' tight. The houses built by the proprietor afford wretched accommodation 
, for families of from six to twelve persons they are commonly feet long 
[ by 12 feet broad, and 6 feet high of side wall. Any enlargement or 



1 4 2 8 Highlands and Islands Commission. 

SHETLAND. - improvement beyond must be done by ourselves, or if done by the pro-
' prietor, interest will be charged for the outlay from year to year at 7\ 

LERWICK. , ^ c&Q^ yyg further bring topward what we consider to be a serious 
John ' aggrievance, viz., the landlord's claim a one-third of all whales captured 

Spenee. - by us along our shores. The shoals of caain whales which frequently 
' visit our coast have often supplemented and eked out our precarious live-
1 lihood. We consider the law arbitrary in the ex t r eme; and most 
1 unrighteous for any man to step down on the beach and seize every third 
' fish tha t we have killed and landed, often a t great toil and considerable 
' hazard. While we, thus make known the main grievances under which 
' we are kept down,—grievances not peculiar to ourselves in particular, but 
1 to Shetland in general—grievances tha t we have long and silently borne, 
1 and against which we have not risen in rebellion nor taken the law in 
1 our own hands, as those in more favoured parts of the country have done 
' — w e ' h a v e no personal ill-will against the landlord or his factor, but 
' against the one-sided land laws, which places us in the power and at the 
' mercy of the owner of the soil—depriving us of tha t feeling of independ-
1 ence and that freedom of thought and action which is our birthright as 
1 loyal Brit ish subjects. We thus submit our grievances to the Royal 
' Commission, appointed by our Most Gracious Queen to inquire into 
' our state, and we humbly pray that the Legislature of our couutry may 
' take our cause in hand, and give us redress. The reforms we want, and 
' which we have a right to claim, are—First , the use of the scathold, which 
1 has belonged to the cottar from time immemor ia l ; Second, a fair rent 
' for land, regulated in proportion to its power of production, and fixed 
' at the valuation of a competent valuator appointed by Parliament. 
' Third, fixity of tenure, whereby the landlord shall be bound to give long 
' leases, say ninety-nine years, and grant feus to those who may wish to 
' build houses; and that the landlord shall be bound to allow a fair com-
' pensation for any and all permanent and unexhausted improvements; 
1 and that it shall be the duty of the landlord to encourage those who may 
' wish to improve their dwellings.' Signed by J O H N SPENCE, chairman, 
and twenty-five others. I have not a very extensive knowledge of Nesting, 
as I have only lived in it about six years ; but I have some knowledge of 
Shetland in general, and of the North Isles in particular. I have drawn 
up a paper which I should like to read :—' Observations on the Shetland 
' Land Question. Rents may not appear to be excessive in Shetland 
' when compared with other parts of the British Isle3. But if land 
' in the northern counties of Scotland was rented at 25s. per acre, 
1 in Orkney it should be 15s. and in Shetland 10s. I believe the soil in 
1 some parts of Shetland is very good, bu t the climate is extremely uncer-
' tain. I t is no uncommon thing to see the crops destroyed by snow as 
' early as September. The potato crop is very uncertain, not chiefly from 
1 potato diseases, but owing to blasts of wind and frost—a very common 
1 thing in Shetland. The people t rus t more to their potatoes than their 
' corn for their living. Potatoes and fish are the staple food of Shetland. 
1 Hence any damage done to the potato crop is always a great drawback 
' to the Shetland crofters. Sheep farming Ì3 greatly increased of late 
' years, and has been most derogatory to the interests of the crofters, for 

• the best grain-producing parts of the country have been laid waste for 
' this purpose, have been depopulated, and planted with blackfaced sheep ; 
* for example, the best parts of Unst, Yell, and Fetlar, are in grazing; also in 
f the vales of Dale, Laxfirth and Wiesdale, the ruins of cottars' houses may 
' be counted by the score. Hence it follows that numerous evictions have 
' taken place. I am not prepared to mention special cases of eviction, or 
' suffering arising therefrom—only I know that in the No r th Isles many 
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' crofters have to quit these, and give place to sheep and cattle ; others were SHETLAND. 
4 compelled to give up their croft, owing to the stringent measures under T 
' which they were placed by the landlord, or his factor. I remember ER-V-Cg-
1 being at a large meeting of crofters, held in the island of Unst, a meeting John 
4 called and presided over by the factor on the Garth estate. At this Spence. 
' meeting it was pointed out that the only condition on which they could 
4 retain their holdings was by submitting to an increase of 20 to 25 per 
1 cent, on the rent, and further they had to break up and bring under 
1 cultivation from half to a whole acre of pasture land every year for nine 
1 years. They had to enclose their crofts by means of fences, and maintain a 
4 system of rotation of cropping quite incompatible with a croft of a few 
' acres. A good number of persons emigrated, particularly to New Zealand ; 
' some went to seaport towns in England and Scotland; a few got crofts 
' from other proprietors, while several settled down in Lerwick. Eviction 
• would, I have no doubt, been more common had it not been for the Earl of 
* Zetland's, property, that is in a great measure intermixed with the lands of 
' other proprietors. His Lordship never took any part with those who 
' assumed the right of depriving the tenant of the common. I consider the 
' crofters on his lands the best conditioned in the county, and have the least 
4 cause, if any, to complain. The chief evil to the Shetland crofter arising 
' from sheep farming is the right that many landlords have assumed to 
4 deprive the cultivators of the soil of their ancient possession, the 
4 scathold. Of this I shall note more particularly at the close of this 
4 paper; but being thus deprived of the hills, Shetland ponies have become 
' very scarce, and that famous breed of sheep peculiar to the islands are 
4 well nigh extinct, hence the fine Shetland hosieiy, the only thing for 
' which the islands have been noted since the days of the invincible 
4 armada, can now no longer be produced, and the young women who 
4 gained their livelihood by manufacturing these beautiful and highly 
1 marketable articles are now forced to work for their living at that 
4 disagreeable and more degrading occupation of gutting and curing fish. 
4 The general prosperity of Shetland has increased during the last few 
' years, owing to the development of the fishing industry. But there is 
' no certainty that the herring fishing in Shetland will retain its present 
' high state of development. The happiness and comfort of Shetland 
' fishermen can only be maintained by crofting and fishing combined. 
' The uncertainty of either of these industries alone would often plunge 
4 the Shetland household in great straits. Fishing cannot be prosecuted 
' to any payable extent on the Shetland coast from October to March. 
4 The fishing during that part of the year is chiefly with hand lines. Near 
' the shore and in the voes or arms of the sea among the islands fish have 
' increased in price of the late years, and are purchased by dealers and 
' curers through the country. The average price for fresh cod and ling 
1 wiU be about f d. per lb. Cod commonly sell at Lerwick wet, salted at 
4 about Id. per lb. From the above quotation of price, combined with 
' the limited catch during our six months winter, it is evident that the 
: fishermen must have something to fall back upon besides the harvest of 
1 the sea; and this something is the produce of his croft, which enables 
' him to feel at ease during weeks, even months, of storms. Proprietors, 
1 formerly made it imperative that their tenants should fish to them or 
' their middlemen, and a tenant would have been ejected for refusing to 
4 do so. Even the sons of tenants were obliged to fish to their father's 
1 landlord. Tenants were also bound to give tithes of all they possessed to 
• the landlord; even the scanty produce of the poultry-yard was not 
4 exempted from taxes. But collecting rents in kind no doubt occasioned 
' some difficulty. Heuce the lairds allowed their tenants liberty to fish to 
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SHETLAND other curers, and recouped themselves by exacting increased rents. The 
' rents might not be considered exorbitant, if tenants had been allowed the 

LERWICK. ( u n r e s t r i c t e d use of the hills, or if a fair deduction of rent had been made 
John ' m n e u °f ' h e sea-hold. Hence the great grievance of Shetland crofters 

Spence, ' is their being deprived of the common. Shetland crofters have possessed 
1 the right of pasturage on the hills during a period of at least 900 years. 
1 Since the days King Haro ld Harfagre of Norway, it has been held in 
- lieu of a t ax said to have been first imposed by h im on the freeholders 
' or udal possessors of property in the islands. [Udal = Der, from Odin, the 
* god of the Scandinavian ; hence udal, holding by divine r i g h t ] This tax 
' was called scat, hence the common is called scathold, or holding in lieu of 
- scat. This significant name conveys at once the relation of the cultivator 
- of the soil to the common. This, however, was a crown tax originally ; 
- and at the time that these islands were pledged to the crown of Scotland, 
* it was the chief thing, in a pecuniary point of view, that gave them any 
* value as a pledge. These facts can be authenticated by history. This tax , 
' since its first impost in the ninth century, has been continued, and is to-
1 day paid by the landlord as holding in trust for the tenant, but paid by 
' the landlord in the same sense as the collector of customs pays customs 
' dues. Had the revenue derivable from scat never been subverted by 
1 being farmed out and ultimately sold by the Scottish crown, or i ts 
' favourites, and that in violation of the treaty between it and Denmark, 
1 when these islands were pledged to Scotland, this grievance could never 

* have existed. The revenue from this source, whatever value i t might 
' now have been, would have been flowing into the British Exchequer, and 
1 the privilege of pasturage would been held direct from the Government, 
' which would have been placed in a different position from any other county 
1 of Scotland. U p to a comparatively late period, scat and teinds formed 
' separate items charged against the cottar. This will be corroborated by 
' reference to the land books of the first or even second decades of the 
1 present century. But a t ime came when this i tem disappeared, being 
- amalgamated with the rent, and the rent being increased, scat is also 
' increased. I t is only within a late period tha t the tenants ' right to 
' pasture on the hills has ever been disturbed ; and I am of opinion that 
' i ts possession for more than 900 years ought to form a right, even 
* exclusive of the right conferred by the payment of scat, bu t surely 
' together they ought to render the right undisputed. If your Lordship 
* desires it, I can give reference to the source of these historical facts, 
- and there are men still alive who can give testimony to the t ruth of 
* having paid scat as a separate t ax . '—Hibber t Jamieson's Statistical 
Account of Scotland ; the author of Grievances of Orkney and Shetland ; 
and Gifford's History of Slieiland. 

22518. Sir Kenneth Mackenzie.—What acreage of croft does your 
calculation refer to at the beginning of the paper Ì—The crofts consist of 
from three to six acres. The people understand merks as the measurement. 

22519. You pu t down the labour at 600 days?—The labour I refer 
to is chiefly carried on by women, who work daily on the crofts. 

22520 . They work at the household business—domestic aflairs Ì Yes, 
the old woman of the house probably attends to that , while the younger 
portion of the family are constantly engaged in carrying turf from the 
hills and sea-weed from the shore, aud breaking up the green and other 
things—all the laud being hand-wrought with the spade and without 
machinery. Everything is carried in baskets on their backs ; ponieB are 
not used, because there are no roads. 

22521 . T/ie Chairman.—How long have you been a teacher in this 
country ?—Fifteen years. 
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22522 . Have you ever held any land yourself1?—Yes. SHETLAND. 
22523. As a crofter?—Yes. 
22524. Do the children at tend school welU—They at tend pret ty wel l ; LERWICK. 

but the roads are a great drawback. No children can attend during the j 0 ^ n 

winter season, because of the want of roads. Spence. 
22525. W h a t is the farthest distance any of the children travel ?—On 

the average, the children travel two miles. 
22526. Do any come a greater distance ?—A few. 
22527. How much ?—Perhaps two and a half or three miles at the 

most. 
22528. Are they often prevented from coming in winter by the state of 

the ground or the burns ?—Very often. 
22529. Is there any compulsion exercised—are those who don't send 

their children to school regularly visited by the officer ?—Occasionally they 
are, by a person appointed by the School Board; but the people have 
a great many excuses, such as distance, and so on. 

22530 . Is the attendance improv ing?—No, it is diminishing almost a t 
a ratio ; it is about as low this year as I have seen. 

22531. Is tha t from any want of at tent ion on the part of the School 
Board ?—I don't think it is. The School Board seem to be doing all they 
can. The great complaint is the want of roads, and crossing burns in the 
winter time. 

22532. Of whom is the School Board composed ?—Seven gentlemen 
elected by the people. 

22533. Who are they?—The factor on the estate of Symbister is the 
chairman. 

22534. The Clergyman ?—There are no clergymen on the board. 
22535. W h o are the other six members?—We have a fa rmer ; and Mr 

Anderson, merchant, Lerwick ; Angus Donald, Lerwick ; the minister of 
Wha l say ; Mr Zachary Hami l ton ; and Mr Sutherland. 

2253G. Is there any representative of the crofter class on the School 
Board ?—No. 

22537. Have the crofters ever shown a desire to be members of the 
School Board ?—No ; no t to my knowledge. They don't consider them­
selves qualified to come forward on public mat te rs ; they are chiefly sea­
going men—fisherman, crofters, and sailors. They wish to send forward 
people whom they consider better qualified. 

22538. Si?" Kenneth Mackenzie.—What is the usual wage for women in 
this country?—Wages have risen very much since the fishing industry 
developed. The common wages twenty years ago would have been 6d. a 
day and victuals. 

22539. What is it now without v ictuals?—About the fishing stations it 
may be more, but in the country where I Live I pay 8d. a day for people 
working to me, and victuals. 

22540 . That is I s . without victuals?—More than t h a t ; perhaps nearly 
lGd., because we generally give them plenty of victuals. 

22541. But to make this croft pay, the'landlord would not only have to 
give it free, bu t he would have to give the crofters £ 1 0 besides. If they 
have GOO days in a year at Is . , it not only represents the whole rent, but 
£ 7 or £ 8 besides. Is it worth while to keep a croft if it produces 
no more than tha t ?— I t does not produce more than that directly, but 
it produces it indirectly, by giving a house to the family, and allowing one 
to be his own master. The fisherman can sit down and take his leisure 
for a few days, whereas the man who is bound to work day by day must 
work continuously. 
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GIDEON SINCLA IR, Crofter, Torrarait, Lunnas t ing (83), assisted by 
SHETLAND. W I L L I A M S INCLAIR, Torrarait (55)—examined. 

LERWICK. (See Appendix A, LI I.) 

Z77~ 22542. The Cliairman.—You were a fisherman when you were young t 

Sinclair and --es> , . 
WRliam 22543. Have you a statement to make \—I have. ' A meeting of the 
Sinclair. « crofters, tenants, farmers, in Lunnast ing district, having met in the 

' public school at Queeness, on the 7th day of Ju ly 1883, for the purpose 
1 of submitting statements and grievances, and to appoiut delegates to 
' wait on the Royal Crofters' Commissioners expected to Lerwick soon, 
1 and give all evidence and information touching the various points con-
' nected with the laud question,—the meeting unanimously agree to 
' appoint, and hereby appoint, three delegates to represent the parish, and 
' to wait upon the Royal Commissioners at Lerwick, and to give all the 
' evidences required—said delegates to consist of Gideon Sinclair, Torrarait, 
1 John Pearson, Sweening, and Will iam Sinclair, Torrarait Laseo. State-
' ments by a few of the oldest crofters, as follows:—(1) Thomas Hercule-
' son, East Dyke,*aged 74 years, has held a croft for about fifty-four years. 
' Rent of East D y k e for the first twenty years, £ 2 , 8s. and three 
1 days ' work (equal to 3 s . ) ; said land rent consisted of scat, 4s., or 
1 Is. 4d. per merk less, about Is . 4d. teinds, 2s. Id . for each cow, and 
* 1 Id. per head for sheep, the number unrestricted, and sheep numbered 
1 at the end of every seventh year. Thinks it about seventeen years since 
' the landlord first commenced to raise the rent, and it has gradually risen 
' t i l l i t Ì3 now £ 6 , 12s., excluding assessment. Scat less, and old 
' teinds still charged, and the sheep teinds now Is. per bead, number 
' limited to fifteen. Part of the scathold appropriated by the laudlord, 
1 enclosed by wire fences; could have kept more than double the sheep about 
' twenty-four years ago, or till such time as the enclosing of scathold 
' took place. Considers the farm with about half the present rent 
' with a right to all scathold as previously enjoyed. No croft in 
' Shetland can be kept without the privilege of scathold, to which 
' every tenant considers he has a right. (2) John Halcrow, aged 7G years, 
' held a croft called the W e s t P u u d of Lunua for about thirty years. 
' When he first took the farm, he paid an aunual rent of £ 2 , and 

* continued to pay tha t rent for about three years, when the landlord 
1 increased it 4s., and continued to increase the rent till at the expiry of 
' eight years the rent was about £ 2 , 5s. 8d., and was afterwards raised 
' to £ 3 , 16s. The first four years had a right to scathold, and could 
' keep as many sheep as he wished. A t the end of the first four years 
' the landlord enclosed all the scathold or pasture, and allowed the 
' tenant to keep no sheep, bu t allowed him to keep two cows on the 
1 pasture, for which 8s. per. head was charged. The tenant cultivated 
1 and extended the farm, built dykes, & c , and three years ago he was 
' evicted. (3) Gilbert Johnson,*83 years of age, held a croft for sixty-
c seven y e a r s ; removed to Lunnasting from Delting in 1 8 2 4 ; paid land 
' rent, including all casuals, £ 4 , In the year 1824, scat 6d. per. mark, 
* three days' work, equal to 3s.; three fowls, equal to Is . 6d ; boat teind, 1 \ 
1 gallons oil, equal to 2s. 3d.; paid 2s. Id. for cow teind, paid l£d . for 
' p a r i s h minister's sound freights; sheep teind H d . per head, and the 
' sheep numbered at the end of the every seventh year. In Delting held 
* a farm in Dale, and paid a rent of £ 7 , consisting of scathold 
• Disputed with the proprietor about the scat being too high, and the 
* proprietor said tha t the scathold did not belong to the proprietor, but 
' belonged to Government, and tha t he had to charge the tenant m 

* See Appendix A, LIL 
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1 proportion. Sheep farms and evictious :—The landlord has enclosed SHETLAND. 
' the greater part of the scathold here (pasture), and turned it into sheep T ~~ 
' farms, and in consequence there has been a number of evictions. John EK"lCK" 
' Simpson,*Hamnavoe, Lunnaness, age 69 years, has held a croft in Luuna- Gideon 
' ness for about fifty years; paid a rent of £2, consisting of scat, Sinclair and 
' sheep teind, and days' work, and at that time could keep as many sheep ^Ylllia.m 

' as he wished ; and after holding said farm for some years a great portion ' i n c a i r ' 
' of the scathold was appropriated by the landlord, viz., a part of Lunn-
' ness, Setteruess, and part of the pasture at or near Lunna. The only 
• compensation was increase of rent £ 5 , fJs. 3d., and the number of sheep 
' limited to fifteen head, for which 9d. per head is charged, and only 
1 allowed to keep four cows. The pasture or scathold is now so very 
' limited that it is quite insufficient for the tenants in Lunnaness. The 
' rents now charged are excessive, and the whole scathold to which the 
' tenants consider they have a right, and a part of which has been appro-
' priated by the landlord, should be restored. Evictions from Lunna, 9 ; 
' Evictions from Vidlin, 4.' 

22544. You have had five proprietors since you were there?—Yes, and 
the rent was never raised above l^d. per head of sheep ; but when Mr 
Bell got it, he thought that was too little, and he laid on another lAd., 
making 3d., afterwards 6d. was put on, making 9d.; and then he put up 
a division rail between, and for putting up that he clapped on another Gd., 
making it Is. 3d. a head we had to pay. He has not lifted the land rent 
so much as he has lifted an enormous rent for sheep. When my son saw 
that we had to pay from £ 3 , 15s. to £10 , 8s. 7d. for all we had done, he 
thought he would leave ; and for my part,*I can neither fend nor anything, 
for I cannot earn 6d. The town was uninhabitable, and we trenched 
about four acres of ground and laid about 150 yards of drains ; and for all 
his pains, making drains and dykes, and putting everything in good order, 
and spending his whole labour and strength on the spot, he has now to 
leave it to another man. I think he ought to be paid for his trouble. 
Although he was not warned from his place, £10 , 8s. 7d. was too much 
rent to put on. 

22545. The Chairman (to William Sinclair).—Have you something 
you wish to say 1—What I wish to say is this : I took a piece of new 
ground from Mr Bell, about three acres in extent, and I have stayed upou it 
for fourteen years, and have been working away until I got it cultivated, 
and I have purchased picks and shovels out of my money ; and the croft 
has been raised from £ 3 to £5, 5s. 4d.; and now he says, 'If I am not 
• satisfied, I am at liberty to go.' 

22546. Had you a lease %—No; I think it hard that we should have 
had to spend our money and our labour, sometimes working up to our 
knees in frost and snow, to be put out for nothing. The life we have 
endured upon that spot of ground no one knows. Sometimes we only 
got two meals of meat in the day, and sometimes we did not taste bread 
for eight days, but lived on fish continually. And, after all our labour 
he says ' I am afraid you are badly satisfied, you must go;' and £ 3 0 
would not pay me for what I have done. 

22547. Have you always been a crofter?—Gideon Shiclair. No ; I 
have been at the fishing every year. 

22548. You never were a trader ?—No, I have no trade. Things went 
on very well in Mr Bell's time as long as he kept it in his own hand. 
One time when he laid on rent, he said, ' your place will be no dearer 
while I live,'and I said, 'Will you give me your handwriting on it1?' 
and he said ' No. To give you a tack would cost you something; and, 
if I give you my word it is as good as a writing.' And now he says he 

* See Appendix A, LI I. 
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SHETLAND. doe3 not recollect saying such a thing. Mr Robertson, to whom we are 
~ now fishing, takes all our fish, and gives Is. less per cwt. thau other 

Gideon 
Sinclair and 

Wiiliam 
Sinclair. 

people, and we durst not put any past him. 

[ADJOURNED.] 

ORKNEY. SANDAY, ORKNEY, FRIDAY, JULY 20, 1883. 

SANDAT. (See Appendix A, LIV.) 

Present:— 

Lord NAPIER AND ETTRICK, K.T., Chairman. 
Sir KENNETH S. MACKENZIE, Bart. 
DONALD CAMERON, Esq. of Lochiel, M.P. 
C. FRASER-MACKINTOSH, Esq., M.P. 
Sheriff NICOLSON, L L D . 
Professor MACKINNON, M.A. 

WILLIAM MUIR, Small Farmer and Trader, Sanday (42)—• 
examined. 

William 22549. The Chairman.—You are a delegate for North Ronaldshay 1 — I 
Aluir. have not been officially requested by the North Ronaldshay people to 

represent them ?—Rev. Mr Armour. Mr Grant, Free Church minister 
of North Ronaldshay, was suggested to be delegated, and I believe he 
was perfectly willing, had he remained in the country, to be present. 
But he is on his way to New Zealand, and it is in lieu of Mr Grant that 
we have preferred a request that Mr Muir should be allowed to say some­
thing. 

22550. The Chairman.—Wre shall be delighted to hear him, but ho 
seems to disavow the character of delegate from North Ronaldshay ?—Mr 
Muir. At the request of Mr Grant, I appear, but not officially for North 
Ronaldshay. 

22551. Are you delegated from Sanday?—Yes. 
22552. Have you a statement to make on behalf of a locality in 

Sanday. 
22553. What locality?—part of the parish of Lady. 
22554. What is the name of the township or place itself—Ls it just 

one part of Lady ?—Yes, part of Lady parish. 
22555. Is Lady a separate parish?—It is separate from the other 

two parishes in this island. 
22556. Is it a quoad sacra or civil parish?—A civil parish. 
22557. You have a statement to make on behalf of the people of 

Lady?—Yes. 
22558. Have you got it in writing ?—I have. I may explain that the 

most of what I have to say is contained in this statement. I may also 
add, that I am not intimately acquainted with all the small details of how 
the people are situated, and therefore, I am less able to give information 
than many of those who are present at this moment. 

22559. Was the statement you are to submit, drawn up by a person 
in the parish of Lady ?—By myself. 

22560. After consultation with them?—With the delegates who were 
appointed. 



Minutes of Evidence. 1435 

22561. When you were elected, how many persons were present?— ORKNEY. 
They were not counted, but it appeared in the public prints that there 
were somewhere about forty present. SANDAY. 

225G2. Heads of families?—All householders, and was this statement William 
made known to them subsequently; was it read to them, and did they iluir. 
all adopt it ?—No, I am responsible for the statement. 

22563. But it embodies the sentiments of the meeting ?—Yes, I 
think so. 

..'-.564. Because I see it is not signed?—No, I am entirely responsible 
for it. ' (1) The soil on which the most of the people who have grievances 
' in this locality live, " is common," which the proprietors have questionably 
' taken possession of. Some, if not all of those who built houses on this 
1 barren ground entered upon a nineteen years' lease, with the promise of 
' valuation at the expiry of that time. (2) This promise of valuation 
' was not fulfilled by the factor; instead of paying this valuation, he has 
' claimed the buildings, and charged in some cases more than double the 
' original rent. (3) The system of letting and renting, which applies to 
' large and small farms alike, is entirely at the option of the owner. 
' The tenant is no free agent, but must submit to the owner's terms, or be 
' ejected. Tenants have reclaimed lands, and have been punished for so 
' doing, by rise of rent. (4) There is, or rather there was, another class 
' who were so unfortunate as to have a few acres of fairly good soil in 
' close proximity to a farm of some pretentions; whenever the opportunity 
' offered itself, those small holdings were swallowed up by the larger farm. 
' This practice has been carried out to such an extent that now there are 
' five farms, almost joining on to each other, to the extent of eight miles, 
' which means that many families have had to leave their homes. (5) 
' Then there is another class called " cottars " who hold a piece of ground 
' from the large farmer, and at any time is liable to be called upon, when 
' he must leave his own work, and attend to that of his masters. (6) The 
' extremely large farm, and the extremely small one, are the evils which 
1 chiefly lead to our pauperism. The large farmer employs those termed 
" bowmen " when these men get old and unable to work, they are cast 

• aside like some old worn-out machinery, and are compelled to apply to the 
4 Parochial Board for support, the same thing applies to the occupier of a 
1 few acres of ground which is incapable of supporting a family. (7) The 
' manufacturing of kelp is compulsory on many of those small crofters, and 
' they do not consider that they get a fair share of the profits made on that 
' article. (8) The law protects the lower animals against cruel and 
' improper treatment, much more, do we think, should it protect man 
' against cruel oppression and tyrany.' I have another statement which I 
am requested to read to your Lordship. 

22565. Is this a particular case or private grievance 1—A particular 
case :—' Statement by me, James Slater, Odinsgarth, formerly tenant of 
1 the farm of Beafield, of which farm my late father was tenant for upwards 
' of twenty years. Before, on the same estate, he was tenant of the farm of 
' Gorn, and my grandfather before his day was all his lifetime tenant 
' there. It came to pass that the farm of Gorn was added to the farm of 
• Beafield, and after my father's death I succeeded him in the farm of 
' Beafield as joint-tenant along with my brother for a short time, and then 
' I was myself the tenant. After improvements on the said farm, our rent 
• was raised repeatedly, until our lease became null. The last of my 
' improvements on the farm of Beafield was a new steading, partly put up 
' by the proprietor and partly myself, after which I only occupied the farm 
' for six years when I was evicted. James Brims, Esq., factor, gave me to 
1 know that the reason why I was put out was that I was not farming Bea-
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ORKNEY. - field upto the mark. Now.Ido maintain that this is altogether unfounded. 
~~~~ - I can prove by neighbours aU round that this was not the case. The 

. i 0bj e c t j n m y eviction could not be my bad farming, but, as afterwards 
William ' appeared, the purpose was to accommodate the present occupier. That 
Muir. - this is a true account of the case is sufficiently well known, and it is not 

' likely that its truth will be called in question. I am prepared to lead 
' proof, if necessary, to show that I have never been behind my fellow 
' tenants in the style and manner and results of my farming. I certainly 
' did suffer great losses by cattle because of the sand, which I had a right 
' to complain of, but without getting any sympathy or remedy. I have 
* also to inform you that my very aged widow mother, who was eighty-four 
* years of age, wa3 put out of her home along with me. She only lived three 
* weeks after her removal, such usage was never before known on James 
* Traill's, Esq., estate, and I do trust it will be the last such case that will 
1 ever occur in connection with the respected proprietor's property.—JAM; . 
' SLATER.' 

22566. You state the soil on which most of the people live, who have 
grievances, is common—do you mean commonty or common land t— 
Yes. 

22567. What was the nature of this commonty 1—It was all heather; 
the poorest soil on the island, and nothing but heather. 

22568. Does it resemble what they called scathold in Shetland 1—I 
suspect it does, but I don't know. 

22569. And how was it occupied—was it occupied by the adjacent 
crofters in common 1—It was occupied in common, by the people all over 
the parish, I believe. 

22570. You say that it was taken possession of questionably by the 
proprietors—was it allotted in virtue of a decision of the Court 1—I am not 
able to answer that question; the proprietors arranged or divided what 
was considered common by themselves and the inhabitants, and by what 
authority they divided it I am not able to say. 

22571. Are you aware of an old Scotch statute by which the propriot »ra 
are allowed to divide the commonty among themselves, and constitute ic 
freehold property ?—I am not. 

22572. The proprietors divided it among themselves—was their right 
to divide it questioned at the time by the people—did they raise any 
lawsuit upon the subject?—No, I don't believe they did. 

22573. You state that the tenants who entered upon it under the pro­
prietors, after it had been divided, entered upon a nineteen years' lease ?— 
Many of them did; I cannot say that aU did. 

22574. With the promise of valuation at the expiry of that time—was 
that promise an article in the lease, or consigned in writing Ì—Consigned 
in writing. 

22575. This promise was never fulfilled by the factor?—No, not in 
every case. I know some cases in which it was not. I don't know of 
any cases in which it was fulfilled. 

22576. The statement here is, that the promise was not fulfilled by the 
factor; it does not say any particular case, but generally 1—I have this 
document here [showing document]. The party from whom I received 
this did not wish his name to be made public. 

22577. The statement in your paper is that the articles of the agreement 
in the nineteen years' lease were not fulfilled—do you know of any suit 
beiug raised on the part of the tenants, to compel the proprietor to fulfil the 
terms of lease Ì—Not one. 

22578. If there was a valuation on the articles of lease, why did the 
tenants not sue the proprietor—have they any doubt of obtainiug justice ? 
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—They have; whether rightly or not, they are under the apprehension that ORKNEY, 
they have no law to support them in case of injury. 

22579. Do they think that the Sheriffs Court here, or the Court of D A Y ' 
Session would no t support them, in a case of inquiry, if there was a valua- William 
tion clause in the lease?—The common injury from which they suffer is, I Muir. 
understand, that when the nineteen years' lease is entered into with the 
promise that they are to receive a valuation a t the end of tha t time, when the 
lease is out the proprietors say, you must allow this valuation to sink, and 
we will only charge you so much rent in future, and it usually is an advance 
on the past rent, so that , instead of receiving the promised valuation, they 
receive nothing, and an advance of rent is put on for their own improve­
ments during the last nineteen years. The farmer has no encouragement 
to improve his soil, because he is actually punished for improving it . 

22580. You are speaking now of a case in which the farmer remains on 
the land, and keeps the farm for a new lease ?—Yes. 

22581. But then it is a voluntary arrangement between the proprietor 
and the farmer for a new lease?—Yes, it is so far; but the tenant has 
invariably to fall in with the proprietor, simply, because he does not wish 
to leave his home, and it is ejectment if he does not faU in with the pro­
prietors arrangement. 

22582. There must be some cases in which the farmer does not go on 
with a new lease, but leaves the farm—in these cases have the proprietors 
paid for the improvements ?—I don't know of a single case in which a 
removal of that kind has taken place, and I am, therefore, unable to 
answer. 

22583. You say here, that the system of letting is entirely at the option 
of the owner that ' the tenant is not a free agent, but must submit to the 
' owner's terms, or be ejected f do the tenants not sometimes leave the 
land of a proprietor with whom they are discontented, and try to get land 
elsewhere ?—Wherever they get a chance they do that. 

22584. But still you told me you did not know of any such lease?—In 
which they received valuation; I don't know of any case in which they 
received valuation and went away. There may have been some cases, but 
I have not thought 'over that matter. 

22585. You say that wherever there are a few good acres in a very 
small holding, at the particular place, that is always consolidated with a 
large farm ?—Yes, I have been told by many of the older people that that 
is the case. 

22586. When a small holding like that is consolidated with a large 
farm, what becomes of the small holder; does the proprietor provide him 
with some other place, or is he thrown out on the world ?—As a rule, he 
has been thrown out on the world. 

22587. Do you know of cases in which the proprietor has taken care to 
provide him with another place ?—I don't deny but there may be cases of 
that kind, but at the present moment I don't know of them. I believe 
there are those here who can name cases of that kind. 

22588. When the proprietor takes away a small holding, and consolidates 
it with another farm, does he pay the outgoing tenant a sum for the house 
which he leaves ?—I am under the impression that he pays him nothing, 
but I am not prepared to say that that is the case. 

22589. The next complaint is that the cottars are obliged to render 
service in labour to the farmers—do the cottars pay any rent for the 
houses, or do they pay their rent in labour ?—I know some of them who 
pay their rent to the tenant, and receive payment for their labour besides. 
There are others, I believe, on a different footing; but I am not perfectly 
acquainted with those cases, and therefore I am not able to give much in-
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ORKNEY, formation on the point. It was merely the geueral grievances I put down, 
_ " not bein^ so well acquainted with the matter as the most of those 
SANDAT. . ° x 

. present 
William 22.590. 'The large farmer employs bowmen,' what is the meaning of 

Muir. that term ?—Bowmen are married men, who have houses given them to 
live in by the tenant; and they work to the farmer the year through, and 
receive so much money as wages, and so much meal, and so much milk, 
during the year. 

22591. He is in fact a hind, or farm-servant?—Yes, a farm-servant. 
22592. What is the origin of the term ' bowmau ' ?—I am unable to say. 
22593. 'The manufacture of kelp is compulsory on many of the small 

* crofters,' when a small crofter is held bound to manufacture kelp, does 
he pay his rent, and is he pledged to manufacture kelp for a certain 
number of days in the year, or how is it ?—I understand he pays a rent for 
a small croft, but is, in addition to that, compelled to make kelp, and he 
receives pay for that labour, at so much per ton of kelp. 

22594. Is the number of days of labour in the year limited or specified 1 
—I t is not specified; but there is a certain season of the year at which it 
must be made, or it is of no service. 

22595. Is it at the same season of the year at which the crofter 
requires less time for his own croft?—Usually, it is about seedtime when 
they are required to work kelp. 

22596. In the cases in which the small tenants are bound to give labour 
to the farmers, either rural labour or at kelp, is the labourer at liberty to 
send a representative, instead of. labouring himself—can he hire another 
person to do it ri—I believe so. 

22597. Do you know on what terms—does the crofter pay the farmer, 
or the proprietor, or the man he sends ?—When the cottar, who works for a 
farmer, sends a representative, he pays that representative himself. 

22598. He doesn't pay the farmer or proprietor a sum of money, but 
pays the labourer ?—He pays the farmer a sum of money for the soil he 
ha3 from him, and he receives wages for the work which he gives to the 
farmer; I know that is so in some cases. So far as that goes, he is perfectly 
satisfied with his bargain. But there are those I am told who are not so 
well off in that respect ; but I am not able to explain the exact nature of 
their grievances. There are others here able to explain that. 

22599. What I want to understand is, when a man cannot work him­
self, and sends a representative, does he pay the farmer a certain sum 
of money, and does the farmer pay the representative, or does the labourer 
himself pay the representative ?—The labourer himself pays the repre­
sentative, because, as I understand it, he is like a small tenant on the 
large tenant's estate who pays his rent to that tenant, with the provision 
that he gives him labour when asked to do so, and if he is unable himself 
to do the work, he has to send a representative. 

22600. And when the farmer pays wages, and the man works fur him, 
does he pay the same wages, to him, as he would pay in the open market, 
or less ?—I am unable to answer that question. 

22601. Mr Cameron.—You say that the large farmer employs these 
bowmen, and when they get old and unable to work they are cast aside 
like some old worn-out piece of machinery, and compelled to apply to the 
Parochial Board for support. What would you propose to substitute for 
that grievance ?—I am not prepared to say what I would substitute. 

22602. A farm cannot be carried on without labourers ?—No, certainly 
not, but I merely state that that request of some of these men who feel it 
is a burden upon them, and some of those receiving fair wages. In other 
cases, I believe they are placed at a greater disadvantage, for when old age 
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sets in upon them, their wages have been so low that they have not been ORKNEY 
able to lay past anything for their own support, and therefore, when they ~— 
are unable to work, they are quite helpless. AN PAY. 

22603. Is that different from what prevails in other parts of Great William. 
Britain ?—I am not awaro. Muir. 

22604. I ask that because this paragraph would seem to suggest that 
when the labourer gets old, he should be supported by the farmer ; is that 
what is intended.—No. 

22605. But if he is not supported by the farmer, and has not money to 
support himself, how can he be supported, except by the parish ?—I 
merely state the grievances which the people have suffered from. 

22606. But we want to know the remedy suggested?—I am unable to 
state the remedy. 

226O7.£The Chali'man.—Have these bowmen of whom you speak 
separate cottages, or do they live in the farmer's houses ? —Separate 
cottages. 

22608. Are they generally married people1?—Yes. 
22609. When they grow old, do their sons or families not contribute to 

their support ?—They are often so kept when they have sons who are able 
to support them. 

22610. Is the son frequently taken by the farmer instead of the father? 
—Yes, he is sometimes taken on, and he, to a certain extent, largely 
supports his father when the latter is unable to work. In some cases the 
son supports the father. 

22611. Have the females of that class—the mothers and daughters— 
got any subsidiary means of gaining a livelihood—do they spin or knit, 
as they do in Shetland?—No, there is no work for them. 

22612. There is no small industry?—No small industry here to 
support them. 

22613. Sir Kenneth Mackenue.—How many farmers are there in the 
parish who employ bowmen ?—lam not able to say; I should think about 
four. But perhaps I am wrong; I have not considered the question. 

22614. What number of bowmen may there be among these four farms ? 
—I am unable to say. 

22615. Are there half-a-dozen on each farm?—-I don't think there 
will be that. 

22616. You produce a case as an instance of this grievance complained 
of here—number one grievance. You don't wish his name mentioned, but 
I suppose you have no objection to state the facts ?—The party is willing 
to have the facts of the case recorded. 

22617. And there are other persons similarly situated?—Yes. 
22618. Are the facts of the case not these, that this persou took some 

land a considerable time ago on a nineteen years' lease, with the promise of 
meliorations for the building at the close of the lease %—Yes. 

22619. He was allowed to remain not only nineteen years, but thirty 
years, and at the end of thirty years he entered upon a new lease?—Yes, I 
think that is so. 

22620. In the first lease he covenanted to pay 10s. a year, and under 
the new lease he got another nineteen years' tenure at 25s., and the meliora­
tions were dropped ?—Yes. 

22621. And the grievance is, that the meliorations should have been 
dropped ?—Well, he was compelled to do so. He did not wish to pay 
his advance, because he did not think the place worth i t ; but he 
says he was told that if he did not accept of this, they would pay 
him his valuation and let him go, and rather than do so he agreed to the 
arrangement. 
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ORKNEY. 22622. But he covenanted to have the place for nineteen years, and he 
had it thirty years at 10s. a year ?— Yes. 

SANDAY. 22623. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—What rent do you pay?—£15. 
William 22624. Of land rent ?—Yes. 

Muir. 22G25. What do you pay for your place of business ?—There is no 
valuation put upon it. The house I live in is separate in some respects ; 
I just bought it and paid a small amount for it, so that is separate from 
the farm house. 

22626. How long have you been in business1?—Between four and five 
years. 

22627. Are you a native of this parish?—Yes. 
2262S. You have not been able to give very precise answers to some 

questions about the crofters, I presume therefore, you have not done much 
as a crofter ?—N o. 

22629. May I take it for granted that you were selected by the crofters 
to represent them, because you are in comparatively independent circum­
stances-—I was. 

22630. They preferred you because you were a merchant, and supposed 
to be independent ?—I don't think that is so ; they selected me because 
they could not get any one who would communicate with the Royal 
Commissioner, and I agreed to do what I was able for them; I think 
that was the reason. Not that I was acquainted with the state of affairs, 
for I told them I was not, because I had been out of the place for a good 
many years, and did not know the circumstances. 

22631. Did the crofters not select you because you were considered a 
more independent man than the generality of themselves?—I am not 
aware that they did. 

22632. Was it because they thought you a more iotelligent man ?— 
Well, I think that may have had something to do with it. 

22633. You admit superior intelligence, but not superior freedom from 
higher powers ?—I am not able to state the reason, because I am in the 
dark regarding that. 

22634. You have been asked a good deal about the bowmen, which 
seems to be a grievance, may I suggest this as the probable cause ? Were 
you asked to state this about the bowmen, that they have really no 
permanent holding in the parish ?—Yes, they are engaged, I understand, 
from year to year ; they have no other holding. 

22635. And, I think, the crofter when he gets old remains on his little 
place ?—Not always. 

22636. But he may?—He may if it is arranged with the farmer. 
22637. But the bowman is liable to be put away when he is old and 

useless, because the farmer wants another bowman for his business ?— 
Quite so. 

22638. Is it not possible that there are some bowmen just now upon 
the poors' roll who may not be natives of the parish at all?—That may be 
so, I believe it is so. 

22639. You have spoken about four or five farmers who have got 
bowmen. Are these farmers, in some cases, strangers to the islands?—I 
think in every case they are natives. 

22610. And the bowman they employ are also natives?—There may 
be one or two exceptions, that is all. 

22611. When the bowman gets old and useless the farmer requires 
another man to do the work, does he provide a new house for the new 
comer, or is the old man obliged to shift as best he can?—I think the 
latter is the way. 

22642. And that to some extent accounts for the grievance, that they 
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more readily become a burden upon the rates?—I think that is the ORKNEY 
reason. SANDAY 

22643. You stated there were five farms nearly joined together, which J_ 
occupied in extent eight miles ?—I said so. William 

22644. Mention the names of these farms?—These farms, I may Muir. 
explain, are not all in this parish, but, one begins in thi3 parish, that is the 
firm of Hauiarbreck, the others are Howe, Backeskail, Worselter, and 
Stone. 

22645. How long is it since these places have been constituted and 
erected into large farms ?—I am unable to say. 

22646. Within the last thirty years 1—It has been a thing of gradual 
growth. 

22647. When was the first commencement ?—I am unable to answer 
that question. 

22648. Is it comparatively recent?—No, I think they go far back 
comparatively, a number of years. 

22649. Since you cannot give us the date of the oldest one, can you 
give us the date of the latest ?—I could not. 

22650. Surely you must have heard your neighbours, and others, speak­
ing about the matter?—These points were never spoken cf, and therefore 
I am not able to answer. 

22651. Have you heard that the people have been removed from, and 
dispossessed of their places in these large farms, in order that they (the 
farms) might be constituted in former times?—There have been such 
cases, but I am not able, just now, to state their names, because it goes 
further back than my day. 

22652. Surely you have heard of cases that had happened before your 
day ?—Yes. 

22653. Is it, or is it not, a fact that the land now occupied by these 
five farms was, at one time, in the possession of a number of small 
tenants ?—Yes, it was so. 

22654. What became of those people ?—Your own paper states, that 
whenever a croft is vacant it is absorbed 1—Some of them, I believe, 
are in Australia, and some in other parts of the world, and some are 
in different parts of Orkney. 

22655. Are you safe in saying that the bulk of the people who were 
living upon these five farms had to leave the island of Sanday altogether ? 
—I t is doubtful. I am quite unable to answer that question. 

22656. But you know some who have gone abroad ?—Yes, I have heard 
them say so; and some people have remained here, but what number I 
am unable to say. 

22657. What is the population of the island?—2075 I think. 
22658. With the exception of those who took big farms, are there any 

other farms of any size?—Yes, there are. 
22659. A good number 1—Yes, a good number, but not a very large 

number. 
22660. And the crofting population in possession of half the island ?— 

I do not know exactly what is called a croft. 
22661. £ 3 0 and under ?—They would occupy, I think, fully a third of 

the island. 
22662. The crofters or the big farmers ?—I am unable to answer that 

question. 
22663. Do the crofters and others complain of the existence of these 

large farms ?—Some do complain of it, but generally, the complaints 
are about their own places being too small. But they, as a rule, don't 
SUC-Cest how thpv are to be p" t into a h«-rt<-r pooit-onu 

4 i 
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ORKNEY. 22664. Are you aware of any cases of small holdings—say of £ 5 of 
~ rent—being increased or doubled—a thriv ing crofter with tha t rental 
_ _ _ * being enabled to double his holding ?—I am no t aware of any case of tha t 

William kind. 
Sluir. 22665. Are the people on the island now—the small people—better off 

than they used to be1?—Yes, they were better off, I daresay, pretty far 
back. 

22666. You spoke about the proprietor hav ing divided the common 
land without the consent, and against the interest of the people—was any 
of what used to be common pasture taken away from the smaller tenants Ì 
— I understand that a great mauy of these small tenants were put off the 
arable land at that time, and put out on the common to cultivate that 
soil or leave as they chose, and to make the best of it, and it is, to a great 
extent, these smil l crofters who have cultivated the common, and who 
consider themselves aggreived by the rents being raised upon them, after 
they had got it into a condition to bear a croft. 

22667. I t comes to this that many of the people who were removed, in 
order to constitute these big farms, had either to leave the island, or were 
settled upon common pasture, and compelled to take it i n ? — I don't know 
that they were compelled to take it in, they were allowed to build upon 
the common pasture, and they did so, and for a number of years, they 
received nothing for their labour, simply because they had to live upon 
their crop. 

22668. W h e n I said compelled to take it, I meant in order to gain a 
subsistence for themselves Ì—I th ink it was voluntary in every case tha t 
they did build on the common. 

22669. And they took it in and also reclaimed it ?—Yes. 
22670 . But what was the use of going to the common,—it was of 

no value, unless they made it a means of subsistence 1—Because they would 
rather try to live there than leave their native place 

22671 . Then we come to another stage—after they took in the land 
the rent was raised Ì—Yes. 

22672. And that is one of the grievances Ì—Yes. The principal 
grievance, I understand, is that the holding each has, is so small that they 
cannot live upon it, and it occupies their t ime so much that they cannot 
properly attend to anything else to make money. I t is a miserable life 
for them to be living upon the few acres they have of that soil. 

22673. Is there no land on the island unreclaimed, that could be 
reclaimed by the crofters 1—There is very little that I am aware of. 

22674. W h a t do the people wish themselves in order to enlarge their 
holdings ?—If you say there is not much to take in, I am afraid it must 
be at the expense of the big farmers 1—That seems to be the impression 
amongst a number ,—that it should be at the expense of the big farmers. 

22675. You know the word meliorations, I understand in the paper you 
gave in they complain that , that is systematically defeated 1—Every man 
has been defeated by the landlord. 

22676. Let us take this case, tha t a man is going to improve his land, 
and build a house, and that he has got a lease to give compensation 
when he is removed, at the end of his lease is he no t very much in the 
hands of the landlord as to whether he will ever get the compensation or 
not 1—Yes, that is what they feel. 

22677. The only chance of his gettiug compensation is if he should 
wish to leave the country]—Yes, I believe tha t is about how it stands. 

22678. Because, if he does no t want to leave he sticks to his home, 
and the rental is increased by way of compensation 1—Yes. 

22679. So tha t the only chance, in your opinion and the opinion of 
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those who sent you, a man has of getting the compensation provided for ORKNEY. 
in his lease is, that he is of his owu accord, going to leave the country?— „ 
Yes, I think that is how it stands. SANDAY. 

22680. Are the people generally inclined to move from the island or Wil'iam 
to cling to it ?—They are disposed to cling to the island very much. Muir. 

22681. Are leases common in the island?—I think they are very 
general in the island ?— 

22682. What is the length of the lease?—Fourteen years is, I think, 
very common. 

22683. But notwithstanding that they have that lease, and that they 
have voluntarily entered into it, they believe it is a one-sided bargain I—• 
They do believe so. 

22684. Do you believe it yourself ?—I do. 
22665. Who is your landlord ?—J. C. Trail. 
22686. Is he a resident proprietor?—No. 
22687. Does he lay out any money in improving the state of the croft­

ing population in any way?—He does. He allows so much when they 
put up buildings. He allows a certain proportion of the building, but the 
tenant has to do the quarrying and carting, and the building of the stead­
ing ; and at the end of his lease, and when he leaves, they consider this 
steading their own. It is then the proprietor's. 

22688. Is there a good deal of that going on at this moment in Lady 
parish—a good deal of improving buildings?—There has been a good 
deal of that in the past and it is still going on. 

22689. Is there good fishing in the bay in front of us?—It is not con­
sidered good fishing. There is a number of small boats going out, but it 
is not considered a fishing place. 

226U0. The people depend more on the land than on fishing ?— 
Entirely so. 

22691. Are there many proprietors on the island?—There are, of pro­
prietors of any size, five. 

22692. Are there any resident proprietors on the island ?—One resides 
in the island for a good part of the year. 

22693. Is his principal residence here ?—During the last two or three 
years his principal residence has been on the island. 

22694. Do the proprietors contribute to the schools in the way of giving 
prizes, or do they take any means of encouraging their smaller tenants 1— 
None, whatever, that I am aware of. 

22695. Are the rates—school and poor rates—high or reasonable—do 
you know what they amount to ?—I am not very certain. I think it is 
Is. in the pound. 

22696. You don't complain of them!—No, it is not complained of 
much. 

22697. How many schools are there on the island ?—Four. 
22698. Tlie Chairman.—We expect some people from Ronaldshay, but 

in case they don't come, it is desirable you should say something about it. 
Have you a statement to make about it ?—The statement I have to make 
about North Ronaldshay is rather an unsatisfactory one, because I expected 
a statement from Mr Grant, who is now away, and I have not received it. 
The grievance there, I think, is principally the tyranny of their pro­
prietor. They have no roads on the island—not a single foot's breadth— 
and their houses are miserable; there cannot be worse, I think, in the 
country. To look at them from the outside they are mostly like the stone 
dykes that we have here. They have seen no lime, and the proprietor will 
not be at the expense of improving them. He gives them no encourage­
ment to improve. They have no leases, and they are living in such a way 
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ORKNEY, tha t they may be put out any day, and the people feel that. Then two 
~" or three years ago, if I remember rightly, to show how they are oppressed 

' by the proprietor, they went into Kirkwall with a boat—they had arranged 
William before going to start a fishing station—they went into Kirkwall and 

Muir. brought out a boat full of salt, and engaged an agent in Kirkwall for 
their fish. They then came back to North Ronaldshay, and went to D r 
Traill, the proprietor of the island, and told him what they had done, and 
asked him if he would give the use of a store which was standing on the 
beach for the purpose of the fish-curing. H e refused to give them the 
use of that store, and without it they could not carry on their fish-curing. 
They sold part of their salt in the island for family use, and the rest they 
sent back to Kirkwall, and sold it there at a disadvantage. Now they 
considered that a very great grievance, because it deprived them of means 
of livelihood, or of making an addition to their means of livelihood from 
their small crofts. They feel it hard that they have not the liberty to do 
wha t they wish. As to the complaints which they have about their farm3 
and their rents, I am unable to say anything about that , and only regret 
I have not the particulars to lay before your Lordship. 

22699. S ir Kenneth Mackenzie.—Are they principally fishermen, or 
farmers ?—Fishermen and farmers 

22700 . What number?-—About 500. 
22701 . Principally farmers?—They are mostly all small crofters, and 

they go to the fishing as welL 
22702. W h y did they not ask for the store before they bought the 

salt ?—I am unable to answer the question. 
22703 . Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—Is Dr Traill the sole proprietor?— 

Yes . 
22704 . Has he the fish-curing as well?—No. 

' 22705 . Is it let to somebody ?—No. 
22706. This was then, simply an arbitrary act on the part of the 

proprietor, to disoblige the people ?—I don't know what object he had in 
it, bu t they looked upon it as an arbitrary act without a cause. 

22707. Who carries on the business of the island—is there no fish-
curer there ?—I don't th ink there is. 

22708. The Chairman.—Do you know whether the people offered to 
give the proprietor any rent for the store ?—I am unable to answer tha t 
question. 

22709. D o you think the refusal of the proprietor was due perhaps to 
the expectation which he had of get t ing rent for the building, which 
was not realised ?—It occurs to me now—whether it was the actual reason 
or not, I don't know—but it occurs to me that there was some reason 
given that there was a small dealer there who bought fish from these 
people, and who complained to the proprietor, l a m told, that if he aUowed 
the people to start a fishing station it would deprive him of the small 
business he did in exchanging goods for fish. 

22710 . Mr Fraser-Macldntosh.—In fact, there is a dealer in the place? 
•—A dealer, you cannot call him a curer. 

22711 . H e did not want his monopoly dis turbed?—That was the 
report. 

22712. Mr Cameron.—Have any people been evicted from North 
Ronaldshay ?—-There is one man, I am told, who was evicted, or his father, 
and who is now living in Kirkwall. 

22713 . Do you know any more than this o n e ? — I am not aware, 
because I have not inquired . 

22714 . D o you know the reason why he was evicted?—I don't know. 
22715. Do you know why the people are in fear of eviction, if there 
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have been no cases of evictiou except this one 1—The only reasou they 
attribute for it is the helpless state they are in;—they are afraid of 
offending the proprietor, and they are under the impression that for the 
last offence he may possibly put them out. 

22716. Why are they under this impression—if they have no experience 
of these arbitrary removals ?—I cannot answer that question. 

22717. The Chairman.—Do you know whether there is any other 
shop at all of any kind, except this one you mention ?—There are other 
two ; but they are both smaller. 

22718. Sheriff Nicolson.—Do you know whether the Ronaldshay people 
got notice of our coming here?—I sent a notice over there. 

22719. Is there any reason why none of them are here to-day, besides 
the reason for Mr Grant's absence?—I think one very strong reason,— 
perhaps the principal—is that they are afraid they may offend their 
proprietor. 

22720. Have they any reason, more than any other of the islanders 
whom we are visiting, to be afraid of that ?—They have in some respects 
more reason, because some have leases, aud in some of the other islands 
they have none. 

22721. Through the whole of the Western Islands which we have 
visited, where there is not a lease given to any crofter, we found no lack of 
evidence and no lack of freedom of speech, without fear of proprietors— 
why should it not be the case here ?—I think the people are more retiring 
than the Highlanders—more timid. 

22722. Surely they are not less brave than the Highlanders?—Perhaps 
not 

JAMES COOPER, Cottar and Fisherman, Rothiesholm, Stronsay (32), 
assisted by DAVID COOPER, Crofter and Fisherman, Stronsay (65)— 
examined. 

(See Appendix A, LIV.) 

22723. The Chairman.—Do you pay rent to the landlord or the farmer? James Cooper 
—The farmer. and 

22724. To whom was the written statement entrusted?—To both of David Cooper, 
us, and we did not write it out to be delivered to the Commissioners, but 
only as a memorandum of the grievances, and I shall read it, or you may 
read i t :—' We are delegates from the district of Rothiesholm, Stronsay, 
1 to represent the state of the cottars in that district, whose farms are 
' sublet to them by the tenant of the main farm Rothiesholm. First, we 
' wish to make known, that the farms we occupy have been cultivated 
' by us, and our ancestors, except two; from ground not arable, most 
'of it hill in its natural state, which for the first three years could not 
1 pay for its cultivation by its produce : and some part of what we had 
• cultivated has been taken and put into the main farm, and hill given in 
* exchange, but no payment for cultivating the ground taken from us or 
' rent diminished, because we got hill in exchange. At present our farms 
4 differ in size between five and eleven acres or thereby, of what we call 
' arable, and from six to twelve or thereby of hill. Putting them all 
1 collectively, we pay about l i s . per acre. Our houses we have to build at 
' our own expense, and if taken from us we have no compensation, so this 
'gives us little encouragement for improvement. The next we would 
' make known is that which is felt to be slavery in the district. Most of 
' us during winter and spring, however necessary our work at home, or if 
' we should have an opportunity of earning five or teu shillings eUe-

ORKXEY. 

SAN i 'AY. 
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ORKXEY. - where, must go when called to work on the main farm for 2s. for ten 
— ' hoars of ordinary work, aud 2s. 6d., for draining. Also we have to 

' ' make one ton of kelp, and as much more as we can, and sell it to the 
James Cooper ' tenant of the main farm for £ 2 , 5s. per ton, or whatever price kelp is in 

and - the markets. During summer and autumn, except about five weeks in 
David Cooper. < harvest, we feed and lodge a woman to work on the main farm. H e r 

' wages is Is. for ten hours work. Dur ing the weeks referred to in 
1 harvest we have to send a man along with the woman to work on the 
' maiu farm ; both have their cost for each day they work, and whether 
' t h e i r work should be five weeks or more, the man's wages is £ 2 , 10s. 
' and the woman's £ 1 , 10s. Also, we require a cook to prepare and carry 
' their food to the harvest fields; her we have to feed and pay. Our 
' desire is tha t in the future we may be free from bondage, and have the 
' ground we have cultivated let to us by a proprietor and not sublet by a 
' tenant. ' 

2 2 7 25. Sheriff Xicolson.—How many families are there on the island? 
—There are eleveu families in that case, but we have two more though 
we have no t their signatures. W e only represent one district, but there 
is another report from auother district lent, it is not the same as ours, for 
which reason we could not put it collectively. 

22726. Are the eleven families all in the same condition as tha t 
you have described ?—Yes. There may be a little difference, but that is 
the general substance of their condition. 

22727. What extent of land has each of them?—From five to eleven 
acres of arable land, and some six to twelve acres of hill uncultivated ; 
and, I may remark, tha t in my senior's day, about fourteen of the little 
farmers were pu t into one farm, and many more before his day. The 
tenants have, most of them had to sesk a home where they best could. 

22728. How long ago is it since that t ime?—The last case was abn i t 
five years ago, I thiuk. I t is about forty years ago since it commenced. 

2 2 / 2 9 . How many people were removed then—how many families?— 
The last t ime eighteen, I think, were removed out of their houses, and 
some were disinherited altogether, and some were obliged to take up 
the subject to the tenant of the main farm. 

22730 . Had many of them to leave the island a l together?—A few of 
them did. Many were old men who had spent their strength in cultivat­
ing the hill ground. They might have got a bi t of hill ground, but they 
could not cultivate it. And if it were cultivated it might have been taken 
into the maiu farm again. 

22731. It is a sheep farm?—Yes, pa r t ly ; it is about 1500 acres now. 
22732. D o you know the rent of i t?—Something over £ 4 0 0 , but I 

would not say distinctly. 
22733. What rent do you p a y ? — £ 5 , 10s. for my own place. 
22734. Is tha t about the average ?—It is according to the size. The 

average rent, taking the whole, is about l i s . per acre, and the arable 
ground is about £ 1 . 

22735. W h a t stock are you able to keep ?—The general stock is about 
two or three cows—some a horse and a cow; and some perhaps have a 
heifer in addition. 

22736. A r e you allowed to keep sheep ?—Yes, if we could support 
them ourselves. The time was when we were at liberty to go through 
the hill, but now there is more exemption from that. 

22737. Before the main farm was let, was the hill common among 
the crofters ?—Yes, among the crofters in that district at least. 

22738. W a s it not so through the whole island ?—Not in my day.— 
David Cooper. I t was all common in my day. I remember the flocks 
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being on it from different districts. I t was all of course counted ORKXEY. 
common. ~~ ' 

22739. And were they allowed to keep as many cattle and sheep as „ A ' 
they liked ?—Yes, and no man to hinder them. James Cooper 

22740 . Are you a fisherman?—Yes, our farms are too small to support and 
us, without our devo t ing part of our t ime to the fishing. David Cooper. 

22741. I suppose the corn and potatoes you raise are not sufficient to 
support you ?—No. 

22742. How long do they last?—Some for a year, and some for only 
eight or ten months, according to the size of the farm. A n d many of us 
have to maintain a woman. I mean we have to buy her food and also to 
support her family. 

22743. When was that regulation established]—About five years ago. 
22744. Who did i t ?—The present t enan t ; we are not in connection 

with the proprietor at a l l ; we hold altogether from the present tenant. 
22745. Does he live there himself ?—Yes. 
22746. W h a t kind of fishing are you engaged in ?—The cod fishing 

during the winter, and the cod, herring, and lobster fishing in the summer. 
22747. Mr Cameron.—You say you are almost all engaged in the fish­

ing?—James Cooper. A lmos t ; that is, we attend so far as we can to our 
ground ; we cultivate our ground in the first place. 

22748. Is it the wish of the people whom you represent t ha t they 
should have sufficiently large farms to enable them to dispense with the 
fishing?—Yes, I believe that is the wish of all we represent. 

22749. So that if your wishes were carried out, there would be no 
fishermen ?—Just so. 

22750 . Is there any complaint of overcrowding—that the people are 
too crowded together in your district ?—Not too crowded, but we are 
always driven out to the hill. If we were not driven out there would be 
plenty of room. The district is about 1OOO acres or thereby, and there is 
only about thirteen of these cottars on the main farm. 

22751. In point of fact, you have a farm on which you can keep a cow, 
a horse, and a heifer, on an average ?—Yes. 

22752. You occupy yourself in fishing, and1 you earn money by labour­
ing for the farmer at the rate of 2s. per day for some kiuds of work, and 
2s. fid. for other kinds?—Yes. 

22753. Do you think tha t it is a hard case?—Yes, I think it is. If 
we had opportunity of going to the fishing, and making 10s., if the 
farmer requires us We must go to the farm if called upon, and get 2s. 
And when we want to go to the farm we are not required. 

22754. What do you suggest—and what would you like to see done ? 
— W e would like to have our liberty, to hold from the proprietor and uot 
under a sub-let—not to be in bondage; and we would like more ground— 
as much as could keep a family without our having to spend part of our 
time a t the fishing. 

22755. In that case would you work for the farmer?—No, we want to 
hold from the proprietor as the farmer does. 

22756. And supposing you were free, and held from the proprietor, 
would you work for the farmer ?—Yes, we would be willing to work for 
him if he required us to work for pay. 

22757. And what wages would you expect—higher than you get now? 
— J u s t the current wages. 

22758. Would it be higher than you get now?—Yes ; it is not always 
current wages for a man's work to get 2s. 

22759. Current wages are higher?—Yes, in general, they are. 
22760 . You think that the arrangements can be made satisfactorily 
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ORKNEY, between the farmer and yourselves, so that the farmer would not be under 
the necessity of hnportiug labourers from outside the island?—Yes, I 

SANDAY. b e l i e v e t h a t 

James Cooper 22761. Do you agree in that?—Daoid Cooper. Yes. 
and 22762. You think farmer and crofter would make such a satisfactory ar-. 

David Cooper. iangement as regards labour, that the farmer would not be under the neces­
sity of importing labour from other parts of the country"?—Yes, it 
would be no difficulty for him to get labourers for all his work out of the 
district. 

22763. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—What is the name of the proprietor of 
Stronsay ?—James Cooper. J. Heddle. 

22764. What is the name of the farmer?—James Twatt. 
22765. For whom do you fish ?—We are quite at liberty in regard to 

the fishing; we can sell to any salesman we think fit. We have no con-
nectiou with the proprietor or tenant in regard to the fishing. 

22766. The tenant does not compel you to fish for him ?—No. 
22767. Is there any curer or merchant in the island ?—Yes, but we are 

not bound to one more than to another. 
22768. Are there more than one ?—Yes, there are two cod curers and 

different herring curers. 
22769. And are they competing keenly, so that you may have a good 

market for the fish ?—Yes, and if not we can send them to Kirkwall. 
22770. Is there only one main farm on the island ?—That is the main 

farm Rothiesholm, but there are different main farms in other districts. 
22771. You are speaking of big farms in your own district ?—Yes. 
22772. Has it been there always—that big farm, or is it comparatively 

recent ?—It has always been there from the first I can remember; but 
many little farms have been put into the big farm. 

22773. But there was always a big farm?—Yes. 
22774. Although it has been added to?—Yes. 
22775. You stated in answer to a question, asking what you'wanted 

done for you, that you wanted to be free ?—Free from the bondage of the 
tenant, so that we should not be obliged to go at his pleasure. 

22776. Do you know the rules in other parts of the country that pro­
prietors don't allow such a tiling as sub-letting ?—So far as I am aware 
there is no sub-letting in our island, except in this district. 

22777. Is it not a general rule in Scotland, that the proprietor does not 
allow anybody to sublet ?—Yes, I understand it is a general rule. 

22778. And you want that rule applied to your part of the island ?— 
Yes. 

22779. You say you are rather limited in the extent of ground you 
have, and would like it enlarged; are you willing to pay a fair rent for 
what you might get ?—Yes, taxes accordingly. 

22780. And I suppose there is plenty of land on this main farm which 
would suit the thirteen families you represent ?—Yes, plenty. 

22781. You say the people pay about l i s . an acre on an average?— 
Yes, hill and arable. 

22782. Does the big farmer pay more than that on an average ?—No, 
he pays less. 

22783. It would really be for the interest of the proprietor, as well as 
yourselves, that you should get this additional land ?—Yes, I believe it 
would give more money for his ground if we all paid it to himself. 

22784. Are the people as well off now as they were in your younger 
days, when they had the free run of the hills?—David Cooper. No. 

22785. In your young days were the people pretty well off?— 
Yes, pretty well off; they had the hill before them, and they had their 
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sheep and cattle, and they were paying nothing. Perhaps in some places ORKNEY, 
they paid Is. or only 6d. a head. _ "7 

22786. At that time—the good old times—were you paying your rent •*****» 
direct to the landlord %—No, to the tenant. James Cooper 

22787. And it was not a burden upon you then ?—No. m and 
22788. Sir Kenneth Mackenzie.—How many day's labour does it take David Cooper, 

you to make a ton of kelp ?— James Cooper. According to the circum­
stances, the weather, and the place we get the sea-weed in. 

22789. Can you make 2s. a day at £2 , 5s. a ton 1—-I can scarcely cal­
culate on that, because at some of the stands we have to carry it away 
twice, and then cart it out. We cannot spread it out where it comes. I 
cannot say how long it takes to make a ton. 

22790. What is the price of it in the market just now ?—I think not 
often below £7, so far as I am aware. At least it is as high as that often, 
I know. 

22791. I thought £2, 10s. was about the price?—It is more than that. 
22792. It is from drift ware you make the kelp ?—Yes, but it is best 

kelp, not tang kelp. 
22793. You say you are obliged to keep a woman servant;—that is 

one of your own family you are obliged to supply at Is. a day ?—If we 
have one, and if we have not one of our own we have to get another, and 
feed and lodge her; and all she gets is Is. a day. We get no benefit by 
her in the least. 

22794. Are the current wages in Orkney Is. a day, besides food, for 
women ?—I think about Kirkwall, it is more than Is. 

22795. And their food besides ?—No, they have to provide their own, 
food. 

22796. Does this woman not pay you for her food ?—No. 
22797. The woman gets Is. a day from the farmer and food from you? 

—Yes. 
22798. And that is the common wage in your country ?—Yes; and 

it takes about £3 , 10s. to feed her, and there is no compensation for her : 
it is a gift. 

22799. Does the farmer keep any hired servants ?—A few men 
servants. 

22800. How many does he keep ?—About six generally. 
22801. One for every pair of horses?—Yes, and perhaps a cattle man, 

and perhaps an old man for other work, 
22802. To these he pays regular wages ?—Yes. 
228Ò3. And to what extent does he ask you to work for him in the 

course of the year?—We must be ready any day in the course of the six-
winter months, when called upon. 

22804. In practice, how often does that occur ?—Sometimes it may 
occur frequently, and sometimes not for a while; but whenever he calls, 
we must be ready to go. 

22805. In harvest time have you to go?—Yes; man and woman. 
22806. Exclusive of that time, are you called for labour twenty days 

in the year ?—Much more. 
22807. The whole fourteen of you ?—Not all of us ; all of us are not 

exactly under that bond. There are eight under that full bond. All 
have not to keep a woman, but almost all of us have to work our­
selves. 

22808. You cannot say how many days in the year you are called upon 
to work exclusive of the harvest labour ?—I cannot say. My fellow 
delegate might be called upon more than me. Some may be called 
of teuer and some fewer, when the farmer thinks proper. 
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ORKNEY. 22809. When a re you pa id?—When we are sett l ing the rent at 
Hallowmas te rm—about the 11th November. 

bANDAY. 22810 . Then you pay your rent ?—-Yes. 
James Cooper 22811 . D o you generally have to get money from the farmer, or have 

and you to pay ?—I never get money ; I have always to pay. 
David Cooper. 22812. W h a t is your rent ?—-£5, 10s. 

22813. And your wages never come up to that1?—No, never. 
22814. The Chairman.—You stated' you wished to hold that land 

direct from the proprietor, and to have nothing to do with the proprietor ? 
—Yes. 

22815. Supposing your position were altered, and that you were placed 
in direct connection with the proprietor, would you farm the manufacture 
of kelp from the proprietor—would you take it from the proprietor and 
•work it for him ?-—Yes, we would be willing to do it, only we would want 
the current prices for it. 

22816. But the manufacture of kelp would not cease on that account? 
-—Oh no, we would not wish it to cease. 

22817. You have heard and understood what he has said, and you 
agree with it generally ?—David Cooper. Yes. 

WILLIAM GRAY, Crofter and Fisherman, Eday (45)—examined. 

William Gray. 22818. The Chairman.—Were you chosen a delegate?—-I was sent 
over with a paper.—' We the uudersigned, as representing the crofters 
• of the island of Eday, beg humbly to submit to your Lordships the 
- undernoted grievances:—1. Being rented for our own improvements, 
- such as cultivating, draining, and trenching hill ground, and in most 
- cases building our own houses without any help from our proprietor. 
' Moreover, we are all tenants at will, and are liable to be warned 
' out any year at his pleasure, without any compensation for our 
' improvements. 2. Inadequate remuneration for compulsory making 
' of kelp, and preparing and shipping peats. 3. Being deprived 
' of the right to pasture our cattle on the hill ground adjoining our 
' crofts, whereas now we are obliged to pay in addition to our rent 
- for every beast pastured, as it is impossible to keep them on our 
' cultivated land. 4. The great destruction of our crops by hares, and not 
- beiug allowed to use means to protect our crop or destroy the 
'vermin. - We herewith humbly submit to your consideration the fore-
' going grievances, and crave—1. Compensation for our improvements 
' and fixity of tenure ; 2. Making kelp and shipping peats to be entirely 
- optional, and market value given ; 3. Restoration of our former rights 
' to the hill pasture ; 4. Full liberty to kill the hares on our own crofts. 
' And your petitioners will ever pray.' Signed by HENRY COKMACK and 
seven others. 

22819. Professor Hackinnon.—Who is the proprietor of the island?— 
Mr Hebden. 

22820. Does the whole island belong to him ?—Yes. 
22821. When this hill pasture was taken from you, which youcomp'ain 

of, to whom was it given ?—It was a common—it was added to the sheep 
farm. 

22822. It was added to the sheep farm ?—Yes, of course there is some 
on which there is nothing, but it was intended for sheep purposes. 

22S23. I don't understand. There was some added to the sheep farm, 
and you say there was some taken from you upon which there is nothing 
at all ?—Bad ground. 
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22824. Who get3 the peats ?—Of course, we all use the peats. ORKNEY. 
2282"'. In some respects, then, it was not taken from you, if it is your Q - -

own peat ground ?—Yes, the privilege was taken. _ 
22826. You are talking of shipping peats—where did the peats go to ? WRliain Gray. 

—South, to several places. 
22827. And are you obliged to work at the shipping of these peats ?—• 

Not I ; but in other parts of the island they are. 
22828. And do they get paid for it?—Yes, so much. 
22829. How much do they get a day?—They are paid by the fathom. 
22830. So much piece work, as it were?—Yes. 
22831. And do they think they don't get enough?—Yes. 
22832. Of course, they are obliged to do the work?—They must do it. 
22833. Whenever they are called upon to do it ?—Of course. 
22834. Is it the proprietor himself who carries on this industry in 

peats ?—It is chiefly the factor. 
22835. For the proprietor ?—Yes. 
22836. And is it the factor who manages the kelp too ?—Chiefly—the 

most of it. 
22837. For the proprietor also ?—Yes. 
22838. How much do the people get for the kelp ?—About 4s. and 53. 

the cwt. or £ 4 or £ 5 the ton. 
22839. £4 or £ 5 the ton ?—Yes. 
22840. We were told in Strousay they only got £2 , 5s. a ton Ì—Then 

it is the same here; I am wrong. 
22841. Whatever it is, the people say it is too little1?—Yes, they mean 

to say so. 
22842. Are there many large sheep farms upon the island of Eday?— 

Three I think. 
22843. And your complaint is chiefly that the hill pasture was taken 

from the small crofters, and added to these big farms ?—My complaint is 
chiefly that we should have compensation for improvements in the build­
ing of houses; and we complain that we are rented too dear. 

22844. What kind of fixity of tenure would the people like to get ?—I 
don't know; according to your own idea. 

22845. A lease ?—Well, I suppose so. 
22846. What kind of lease would the reople think suitable for that 

place ?—I could not just say. 
22847. How many years?—It is chiefly nineteen years that is given. 
22848. And compensation for the improvements that you would make 

in those nineteen years ?—Yes. 
22849. At the end of the lease—is that what is meant?—I suppose it is. 
22850. Was the paper read to you all and talked over together ?—Yes. 
22851. At the present moment you are obliged to work the kelp ?— 

Yes. 
22852. And you are obliged to ship the peats ?—Yes. 
22853. And you wish to be at liberty to do that or not just as you 

please ?—Yes. 
22854. It is not so much the low rate of wage they get for that work 

that they complain of, as being compelled to do it ?—It is the low rate of 
wages too. 

22855. Both?—-Yes. 
22856. Could your former rights of hill pasture be easily restored 

now, supposing the proprietor were willing ?—They could. 
22857. Except in those places which have been brought under cultiva­

tion—it would not be so easily done there ?—There is a good part of 
Eday not cultivated. 
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ORKNEY. 22853. I see part of your improvements was cultivating, draining and 
„~~ trenching the hill ground?—Yes. 

J ' 22859. You would not like to restore that back to pasture ?—But 
William Gray, there Ì3 an immense amount of common, you know. 

22860. Are the hares there numerous?—Chiefly in winter; they spoil 
the turnips. 

22861. "Where do they go in summer1?—They don't spoil the turnips 
in summer. 

22862. Don't they spoil young corn in the beginning of summer?—Of 
course they spoil the whole. 

22863. Are there rabbits as well as hares ?—Yes. 
22864. Are you allowed to kill the rabbits ?—They don't do so much 

harm, so far as I know. 
22865. Are they not so numerous?—I don't know; I cannot say. 

There are a good many, but a great quantity are killed. 
22866. You are allowed to kill the rabbits?—There is chiefly a trapper 

who kills them. 
22867. But there is nobody to kill the hares ?—No one gets leave to 

kill them. 
22868. Does the proprietor himself kill them?—In certain cases. 
22869. I suppose a good many of the small tenants have a lease?—No. 
22870. And you wish to get leases ?—I suppose so, if they could be 

got 
22871. Does the proprietor reside in the island?—Yes. 
22872. Have you any idea of the number of small crofters in the 

island altogethei ?—No, I don't know. 
22873. A large number?—A good lot. 
22874. And are they aU engaged in the fishing as well as in croft­

ing ?—The most of them. 
22875. What fishing do they follow?—Herring and cod. 
22876. They have no complaint about that ?—No. 
22877. They can fish wherever they please, and for whom they please? 

Yes. 
22878. Are there plenty of shops on the island ?—A good many. 
22879. There is no restriction about them?—No. 
22880. "What is about the rent of a crofter in Eday ?—£5, 10s. I 

think. 
22881. How many acres of arable ground will you have?—I could not 

say; about three, and I brought most of it in myself. 
22882. And how much hill pasture?—Over three or four. 
22883. About three acres of arable ground and three or four of hill 

pasture ?—Yes. 
22884. What is about the number of your stock ?—I have one cow 

and a calf. 
22885. A horse1?—No, I cannot keep a horse. 
22886. Any sheep?—One sheep. 
22887. And is that about the rent and about the stock of the crofters, 

taking one with another, all over the place ?—There are some who have 
more and some less. 

22888. Do you consider the rent you pay too dear?—Yes ; I put up 
the houses myself. 

22889. Did you get any assistance from the proprietor at all ?—None. 
22890. And you have no security, if you were leaving, that you 

would get anything for them ?—None. 
22891. How long is it since you put them up?—Thirteen or fourteen 

years ago. 
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22892. What were you doing before that time ?—Sitting in the house ORKNEY. 
without any land. sT"-""iv 

22893. Are there many being turned away out of Eday ?—Yes, there 
are a good many. "William Gray. 

22894. Have there been people turned away since you remember your­
self ?—Yes. 

22895. About how many families have there been ?—I could not just say. 
22896. Off and on?—About eight or ten in one season. 
22897. And were these crofters just holding crofts and stock, and 

paying rent much about the same as you are doing yourself ?—They were 
fully bigger—from £ 7 to £ 8 and £10 . 

22898. What were they tnrned away for ?—For a farm. 
22899. In order to clear a place to make a big farm I—Yes. 
22900. Where did they go ?—Some got leases in the island, and some 

went out of it. 
22901. Were the places they got as good as the places they left ?— 

Just hardly; some were maybe nearly as good, but some were far worse. 
22902. Did they get the place of other crofters, or new ground 1—Some 

new ground, and some empty places. 
22903. And when they went to the new ground, where there were 

no houses, were they obliged to put up their houses ?—Some did, and 
some did not; and some got wood and lime, and some did not. 

22904. Supposing you had for your croft a lease and a smaller rent, do 
you consider the croft enough to keep you ?—I don't see any way, unless 
I were getting an addition from my neighbour. 

22905. And you would not like to do that ?—No, I don't want to take 
it from my neighbour. 

22906. Is your croft fenced round about ?—Part of it is. 
22907. Is the arable ground fenced ?—Yes, it is in part, but not in 

a way that creatures could not go over it. 
22908. But is the hill pasture common ?—Yes. 
22909. It is the common of your neighbours as well as yourself ?—No, 

I have it to myself; it is only separated from my neighbour's by a mark. 
22910. Who put up the fence?—It is a small bit of a ditch or drain; 

it is not a fence to speak of. I dug and made it with the spade. 
22911. There is a great part of the island uncultivated1?—It wdl never 

be cultivated. 
22912. All bad ?—Mostly. 
22913. And is there part that is still not cultivated that can be cul­

tivated ?—Of course there are places. 
22914. Would not that be one way of making the crofts bigger?— 

Most of the crofters are along the shore, and this is up on the hill, and that 
would not do very well; they are far from where we are, these patches 
and if we did not get them, we could not buy them, 

22915. How do you manure your croft ?—With sea-weed. 
22916. Do you consider that good manure?—I don't know; it is the 

best we can get, and it is not very good to keep sometimes. 
22917. What breed of cattle have you?—Just the common breed. 

j 22918. Those that are about here Ì—Yes. 
22919. Is the school near enough to you?—About three-quarters of a 

mile. 
22920. Do the children all go to school?—Most of them at the present 

time. 
22921. All the people can read and write?—Yes. 
22922. Mr Cameron.—You said you had no land before you took this 

croft?—No. 



1454 Highlands and Islands Commission. 

ORKNEY. 23923. W h o occupied the land you have now ?—A man who is dead 

C5"" long a g° -
bANDAY. 22924. Had he a house ?—A small bit of a house, bu t it is down, I 

"William Gray, reckon. The roof was off it. 
22925. You say you have no lease ?—No. 
22926. Are you aware you are entitled by law to kill hares ?—I don't 

know. 
22927. You are not aware of it?—I am aware I can kill them on my 

own property. 
22928. Are you aware that others can do so too ?—Yes; they can do 

that with their own. 
22929. Do you want to kill them on somebody else's ?—I don't know, 

but we have not the liberty on the island to keep a gun. 
22930. Can't you snare hares or kill them without a gun1?—We don't 

get the liberty. 
22931. But are you not aware that the law gives you liberty to kill 

hares ou ground in your own occupation, and that you may kill them 
by snare3 or otherwise ?—Yes. 

22932. Is the reason that you don't kill them because you cannot 
afford to get a gun, or cannot afford to buy snare3 ?—It is because we 
cannot get leave to do it. 

22933. Are you afraid that, if you kill hares, you will get notice to 
quit?—We would just be put out. 

22934. But you are all aware you have the right to kill hares?—Yes, 
on our own property; I know that. 

22935. What is done with the peats you spoke about ?—They are 
shipped. 

22936. Where to ?—South. 
22937. Are they sold?—Yes. 
22938. From what does the demand for peats arise ?—I don't know; it 

is chiefly, I thiuk, for distilleries and things of that kind. 
22939. Is there a distillery at Kirkwall ?—Yes, but I don't think 

they use any of them at Kirkwall; I think they go south. 
22940. Do you know if they use peats?—I don't know. 
22911. Do they go in a large ship ?—In a schooner. 
22942. Where does the schooner take them to?—I don't know; to 

towns and places—as perhaps Leith, or some of these towns. 
22943. Is there anything remarkable in the quality of the peat which 

creates a demand for it 1—I could not tell you; there is surely that, or 
they would not be wanted. 

22944. Has there always been a demaud for peats since you remember? 
—Since I first remember. 

22945. You don't happen to know why there is a trade here?—It 
is a plentiful place for peats. 

22946. And they are very good peats?—Yes. 
22947. The Chairman.—Have you ever brought the question of the 

hares under the consideration of the proprietor? Have you ever all 
complained together about the hares ?—No, but we have complained at 
certain times. They have been complained of many a time, but no 
complaint has ever been brought by the whole of us. 

22948. Has the proprietor ever given you any answer, or has he ever 
refused ?—There was no allowance for it. 

22949. But did he say he would not give an allowance?-—There is 
no allowance to kill them at all. 

22950. Did you ever hear of anybody being molested cr threatened 
because he killed the hares ?—Yes. 
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22951. Is the proprietor a fish-curer ?—No. ORKNEY. 
22952. Does the factor cure fish ?—No. 
22953. What are the old houses in the island like—are they bad ?— SAyDAY-

The most of them are now getting new ones. "William Gray. 
22954. But were the old houses very bad ?—Some of them were bad 

enough. 
22955. How was the door placed—did they enter the house through 

the byre, or always by a separate door ?—In the earlier times that was the 
case, I suppose, with some of them. 

22956. Have most of the houses been rebuilt in your time ?—Most of 
them. 

22957. And now they are decent houses?—Built and repaired. 
22958. Is there any fence in the island ?—No. 
22959. You don't think that the houses are, in any cases, sources of ill 

health ?—No, not so far as I know. 
22960. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—You said there were three large farms 

on Eday ?—Yes. 
22961. What are their names ?—There are two of them not very large. 
22962. What is the name of the biggest ?—Of course there are four, 

but one of them is not so big. 
22963. Name them according to their size ?—Greentoft. 
22964. Next ?—Carrick. 
22965. Third ?—I suppose it will be Stenoway. 
22966. And the fourth ?—Stiel. 
22967. Is the hill pasture of these large farms held distinct from tha 

conimonty which the smaU tenants have ?—Yes, it is quite distinct. 
2296S. Where are the peats coming from that are shipped away to 

the south ?—Away on the west side of the island. 
22969. Is it upon the crofter's pasture or the big farms ?—Yes, on a 

part of each. 
22970. And part of it on the land of the big tenants?—No, on the 

commons; it is not in their boundaries, it is outside. 
22971. Outside the boundaries of everybody.—Yes; at the one big 

farm. 
22972. When were hares first introduced into the island—they are not 

natural to the place, are they ?—It was Mr Hebden who took them to the 
island. 

22973. When?—Maybe about twenty years ago or there about. 
22974. Did he bring the rabbits too ?—No, they were natives of the 

island. 
22975. Mr Cameron.—Is that why you have a tenderer feeling towards 

them?—Yes. 
22976. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—Does the proprietor, m point of fact, 

protect the hares ?—Yes. 
22977. You were told, a little ago, that by the law of the country you 

were entitled to kill rabbits and hares; but in point of fact you don't kill 
them ?—No. 

22978. It is a dead letter that law in Eday?—Yes, at present. 
22979. And the reason is you are afraid that if you killed them you 

might be turned out next year ?—Yes. 
22980. You have only one cow and one young beast ?—Yes, a ewe and 

a lamb. 
22981. No horse ?—Yes. 
22982. One sheep and one lamb ?—Yes. 
22983. Is that the state of the crofters generally ?—Some of them have 

that, and some have more. Some have a cow and maybe two cattle, and 
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ORKNEY, maybe a horse, and maybe some have two cows,—and up and down that 

c ' w ay-
bANDAY. 22984. You told us that a number of people were shifted out of their 

William Grav. places, and that some had to go away, and some got places elsewhere—was 
it for their benefit that the people were put away from where they 
formerly were ?—It was for the sake of the grouud being made into 
bigger farms. 

22985. Not for the benefit of the people turned out ?—I don't think it. 
22986. What extent of arable ground have you got1?—I think, maybe, 

three acres or thereabout, but I could not just say; 1 never measured it. 
329S7. Are you able to make a living out of your croft ?—I make it out 

of the sea. 
22988. Were it not for the sea, your family could not exist 1—They 

could not live. 
22989. What family have you got ?—Five children and my wife. 
22990. If you could get your croft enlarged, and doubled, would you be 

able to stock it 1—No, there is no chance ; it is all hill ground. 
22991. But if you got it—or got a nice slice out of one of the large 

farms, would you be able to stock it Ì—I don't know ; not very able. I 
make my living out of the sea. 

22992. But would'nt you put by money out of your earnings from the 
sea, for the purpose of stocking the big croft 1—The one year is good, and 
the next year is bad, and the bad year takes away the benefit of the good 
one. 

22993. How many people did you say were in the island altogether?—• 
Pharay and Eday go together—8OO perhaps. I am not certain at all. 

22994. How many crofts may there be altogether on the whole island 1 
—I could not say, for the island lies in that way that the greater part of 
the people are along the shore. 

22995. There well be fifty at least ?—I could not say. 
22996. Who has got the biggest share of the two islands—is it the 

croftera or the four big farmers I—It will be the four big farmers, I 
suppose. 

22997. Have they the biggest and the best ?—Some of it is. 
22998. Can you give us any idea how many people are living upon 

those four large farms—how many people will be in the employment of 
the farmers ?—There is one of them has five pairs of horses. 

22999. There will be at least one ploughman for each pair of horses'?— 
And they will have 200 sheep. 

23000. But how many families will there be altogether on those four 
farms 1—I don't know; there are nothing but bowmen, and those who 
work out. 

23001. Can you not give us an idea of how many of those families 
there will be ?—It is mostly young men who are working at the farm, and 
maybe a bowman or two. 

23002. But I suppose, taking it aU in all, there will be very few 
families on these four farms'?—Not a great many. 

23003. You have had more than one meeting in the island about the 
appointment of delegates'?—Two ; but most of the people are away at the 
fishing. 

23004. Your island set the example to the whole of Orkney in being 
the first to start Ì—No, it was not the first. 

23005. Which was the first to start ?—I don't know; I think it was 
Rousay, but I am not certain altogether. 

23006. Does Rousay belong to this district ?—It lies away to the 
westward. 
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23007. Should they be here to-day 1—No, I don't think i t ; they will, ORKNEY, 
perhaps be in Kirkwall. SANDAT. 

23008. How many people were present at the largest of the two 
meetings to which you refer?—I think about a dozen, or a score; the William Gray 
people were away at the herring fishing tlm week. 

23009. How many were present at the first meeting in June ?—I don't 
mind altogether. 

23010. Sir Kenneth Mackenzie.—Before you were in your present place, 
you were in a house with another man?—Yes, in the house with my 
father; the laud was taken from him, he was not fit to labour it, and I 
was sitting with him. And then I went to the big farm, and sat in the 
house four years, on the ground of the big farm, and wrought in the harvest 
for the rent. 

23011. And then you got this place where you are now?—Yes. 
23012. Are you better off with this place dearly rented than you 

were with the house ?—It is near the shore for the fishing, that is the main 
thing. 

23013. Are there many people in Eday without land?—No, there are 
not very many, except poor people who are not fit to work; all the others 
have a little land. 

23014. What rent was your father paying for the houses without the 
land ?—He was just sitting under a man who had it, and we just gave 
them so much work when required ; but it was in Mr Laing's time that 
he had the land. 

23015. But if he lost the land he paid nothing for the house ?—Nothing, 
but the value of our work to the man who had the land. 

23016. How much did you work for him ?—Just any time he required 
my services. 

23017. And you got wages for that?—We got leave to live and work 
in the house. 

23018. Did you get wages when you worked?—We did not get wages, 
we just got leave to sit in the house. 

23019. "What is the size of the farm of Stiel1—I don't know rightly ; 
it is chiefly wrought with a pair of horses and one fordel chiel. 

23020. Two pairs of horses?—Sometimes two. 

JOHN MAXWELL, Crofter, Housebay, Stronsay, assisted by DAVID SMITH, 
Houseby, Stronsay (42)—examined. 

23021. The Chairman.—Make your statement.—'First, as to living John Max-
' —We are bound to furnish a woman hirer for each croft, to work on the n

 w . | ' a n ! | , 
' farm of Housebay for six months in the year. The wages each hirer 
' earns is paid to herself, while we have to find her in board and lodgings 
4 during that time, with the exception of about five weeks in harvest when 
' they are furnished with their " cost" by the tenant of Housebay. 
4 Again, we are each bound to furnish the tenant of Housebay with a man 
' labourer during the harvest weeks, when he receives his wages and " cost" 
1 from Housebay, while we are bounJ to find him in lodgings. Again, we 
' are each bound in addition to the above to find during the harvest weeks 
' a third hirer, to cook food and carry the same to the other two to the 
' field, as the distance from the crofts is such as not to admit of time for 
' the other two to come home to their meals, the time allowed for each 
' meal being one hour, the labourers thus having to take their meals in the 
4 open air. This third hirer we have both to pay lodgings and board at 

4 z 
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ORKNEY. • o u r 0-yn cost. The Commissioners will thus see how hard this system 
~~ ' of hiring must press on us in our small crofts, when we with a few excep-

AKP Y ' - tious have to buy meal for ourselves, families, and the Housebay hirers 
John Max- ' for most of six months in the year. Second, as to rent—The crofters are 
well and - all highly rented, in fact the rents have been several times raised, and we 

David Smith. < n a v e a i w a V 3 been told by the factors, that we either had to take them at 
' the rents or leave them.' 

23022. Sheriff Nicolson.—How many families are there in your place? 
—About thirteen. 

23023. Are your crofts generally of tho same size?—No, there is a 
difference in them; but most of them are about eight acres. 

23024. Of arable land ?—No, altogether ; very little arable land in the 
summer. 

23025. How many acres have you yourself?—It is said to be near 
about fifteen. 

23O2G. How have you so much more than the rest?—It just happens 
to be taken in out of the outside common, more taken in. 

23027. How were you allowed to take in from the common ?—It was 
not I who did it, it was the proprietor. 

23028.. Is there a common on which you are all allowed to pasture your 
cattle ?—There was, but there is not now, it was all taken in. 

23029. When was it taken in?—About twenty-three years ago, I suppose. 
23030. Was it, before that, common to all the crofters ?—Yes. 
23031. Were they allowed to put as many cattle upon it as they 

chose ?—There was no person to make objections then. 
23032. Why was it taken from them at that time?—The proprietors 

changed it among themselves. 
23033. Was it joined to a sheep farm ?—No. 
23034. Is there any sheep farm near you ?—No ; unless what tho 

• tenants have on their own property. 
23035. What rent do you pay?—£11, forbye taxes, road money, and 

poor rates. 
23036. What do the taxes come to1?—In through the second pound; 

I am not sure of the shillings. 
23037. What cattle are you able to keep ?—I just keep one cow, a 

stirk, a calf, and a horse. 
23038. Any sheep ?—One ewe, and her produce. 
23039. How much of the fifteen acres is arable land ?—About five acres, 

I think. 
23040. And what crops do you raise ?—-Oats, bere, potatoes, and turnips. 
23041. Are you able to raise sufficient food for your family and your 

cattle?—Yes, almost, I think. The grass is very pinched, but the winter 
keep is better. A great part of it is hill pasture, and it grows very little 
grass. 

23042. How is it you can keep only one cow?—We cannot have grass 
for more. 

23043. Have any of your neighbours more than one cow ?—Some of 
them have two, but the greater part only one. 

23044. How many of you have horses ?—Every one has a horse a piece. 
23045. Small ponies ?—Yes. 
23046. Do yon plough your land or dig it?—We plough it. We join 

with our next neighbour and plough it. 
23047. Have your neighbours any sheep?—-Yes, most of us have one 

ewe. 
23048. What kind do you keep ?—The big kind. 
23049. Cheviot?—Yes. 
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23050. Is it not the Leicester breed ?—Yes, I think so—David Smith. ORKNEY. 
Half breeds. 

23051. Are there any fishermen amongst you at ah ?—Maxwell. No, SA_KP^T-
not in any of these crofts. J o j i n jra--. 

23052. Are you not near the seal—Yes, but we require to be at home well and 
to manage our crofts. David Smith 

23053. Are you all able to live off your crofts without fishing?—. 
Scarcely, I suppose. My family -is quite small now, and I put by with 
the bread I have; but everyone does not do that. 

23054. Do you hold the land from the tenant for whom you are 
obliged to work?—No, but these labourers work to the tenant. 

23055. Then how can the tenant compel you to furnish the labourers 
to him ? Is it the laird who obliges you to do that ?—Yes. 

23056. It is part of your agreement with the laird?—Yes, we are 
bound to work for the tenant of Houseby when required, and then hire 
women for six months. 

23057. Do you consider it a grievance that the labourers have to take 
their meals in the open air ?—Yes, it is the usual custom. 

23058. And do you complain of it ?—I cannot say much about it. 
23059. Is it not the custom all over Scotland and England for outdoor 

labourers to take their food in the open air ?—Most of them do so at the 
harvest here. 

23060. That is not what you complain of ?—No. 
23061. It is having to carry food?—Yes, the compelment to have a 

hirer when we cannot get them on terms. They get the wages for them­
selves, and we have nothing for keeping them in meat and lodgings. 

23062. What does it cost you, as an individual, to supply the labourer 
who is specified in this paper, aud to feed him ?—I never took that to a 
close account. 

23063. What would you give to be freed from this burden—how much 
money ?—If we were freed from that, we would still be high enough rented. 

23064. Would you rather than a couple of pounds be freed from 
this burden ?—It would be better. 

23065. Do you all complain of your rents ?—I think the most of us 
have reason to do so. 

23066. Is your rent one of the highest ?—Well, I reckon that myself. 
23067. Is there any one who pays more rent than you ?—None but one 

on the property. 
23068. What does he pay ?—£15,1 think; but he has twenty-nine acres. 
23069. And what is the smallest rent paid by anybody in your neigh­

bourhood ?—I am not certain; maybe about £6.—David Smith. I think, 
maybe, between £ 3 and £ 4 — I am not altogether sure—with one or two 
exceptions. 

23070. You don't make kelp, do you ?—Maxwell. Yes. 
23071. For whom do you make it?—The proprietor. 
23872. How are you paid ?—We have £2 , 5s. per ton. 
23073. What time does it take you to make a ton ?—It is altogether 

according to the weather; in dry weather we may make it in a short 
time, but in wet weather it may lie a month on the beach. 

23074. What have you made this year1?—Very little. The weather 
was wet, and it wastes away, and does not come to anything in that case. 

23075. Mr Cameron.—It is stated in this paper that the rents have been 
raised several times ?—Yes. 

23076. When were they last raised ?—Four years ago. 
23077. Do you remember how long it was before that, when they were 

raised ?—Maybe six or seven years. 
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ORKNEY. 23078. What was the reason given for raising the rents at that time"! 
—They thought we had too good a bargain. 

-PAY. 23079. Were any advantages conferred upon the tenants at the time 
John Max- the rents were raised in any shape or form ?—None, 
well and 23O8O, You were exactly in the same position as before ?—The same 

David Smith. p o s i t i 0n. 
23081. By what amount were the rents raised each time?—The first 

I paid was £ 5 , the second £8 , and lastly, £ 1 1 , forbye all the rate3, 
road money, and school money, and poor dues. 

23082. Was your condition exactly the same, except that the rents were 
raised 1—Yes. 

23083. You got no additional land and no house built?—No. 
23084. And nothing was done for you when the rent was raised 1— 

Nothing. 
23085. Is that the case with the other crofters 1—Yes. 
23086. What do you sell off the croft each year?—Very little; we 

generally keep a two-year-old. 
23087. What do you get for the two-year-okl ?—Sometimes between 

£12 and £28—maybe £15. 
23088. It is a shorthorn cow ?—Yes. 
23089. What do you get for the produce of your ewe 1 do you keep the 

lamb until it is a year old and then sell it 1—Yes. 
23090. What do you get for it Ì—We generally sell the lambs when 

they are young, and we get £1 or 22s. for them. 
23091. That is about all you sell off the croft?—That is alL 
23092. What doyoa do with the wool of the sheep?—We keep that for 

the family. 
23093. Have you ever compared your rents with the rents of crofters 

in the neighbouring property in Orkney?—That differs very much. 
23094. Do you think that you are high rented because you don't 

get enough out of your croft, or is it that you think you are high rented 
compared with the rent you paid sometime ago ?—Yes, the ground being 
dead, what arable ground we had was only about 5 acres, and the rest is 
just the hill taken off the common. 

23095. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—Have you taken in any land ?—David 
Smith. No. 

23096. Did you take in any land?—Maxwell. Yes. 
23097. How much ?—When I came to that place first it was all lying 

•—at least the greatest part of it—in a natural state, aud I filled it in, and 
reclaimed it to the extent of about 6 acres. 

23098. You increased the cultivated part by about 6 acres ?—Yes. 
23099. What help did you get from the landlord for that ?—-None. 
23100. Aud your rent has been raised from £ 5 to £8 , and then to 

£11?—Yes. 
23101. Did you ever get anything from the landlord?—Nothing. 
23102. And the taxes are now much heavier than they were many 

years ago ?—They are much the same as they have been this good while 
past. The poor rate alters a little. 

23103. But is not the school rate a new rate ?—Yes. 
23104. What is that in the pound ?—There were none of these rates 

when I first took the place. 
23105. The rates have not increased very much then?—Yes, they have 

increased generally every year. 
23106. How much do you pay besides £11 ?—I pay 6d. in the pound 

for road money, Is. 2d. in the pound as poor rates, and I am not sure 
what the school rate is ; and there are some small rates besides. 
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23107. You will be paying altogether about £13?—Nearly, but not ORKNEY, 
quite so much. 

23108. Do you consider this rent which you have to pay in the form SANPAY. 
of labour a very invidious thing ?—I do. j o n n - j a x _ 

23109. If you had to pay it at all would you prefer to pay it in money? well and 
I pay the greater part of it in money. David Smith 

23110. But you would prefer to pay it to the landlord directly?—I do 
pay it to the proprietor or his factor. 

23111. I mean the money you have to pay for the servant for the big 
farm, would you not prefer to compound with the landlord ?—It would be 
far better. 

23112. You don't like this burden at alii—No, I don't. 
23113. Do you agree with the other witnesses about the payment of this 

burden. David Smith I do. 
23114. You have not taken in any land 1—No. 
23115. Has your rent been increased in the same way as the other 

man's ?—Yes. 
23116. What was it at first I—£6, odds. 
23117. And now?—Now it is £7 , 10s. of rent for the 9 | acres. 
23118. That is the bare rent ?—It is forbye taxes and the bondage. 
23119. And you get no additional laud and no allowance for improve­

ments?—No. 
23120. For houses?—The house was repaired last summer. 
23121. By the landlord t—Partly. 
23122. How much would it cost him ?—I could not say that. I paid 

the mason work of it myself, and the landlord paid the rest; and I quarried, 
and carted the stuff. 

23123. Have the rents of all the people you represent here to-day been 
raised in some way ?—Yes. 

23124. But did any of them get any advantage in the way of increasing 
the extent of their ground?—No, there are some of them who have been 
paid for draining. 

23125. Did they ask any additional land?—No. —Jfaxicell. They would 
get more ; but they are too close together, and there is no land that can be 
given them. There is a boundary dyke between us and the farm.—David 
Smith. There is plenty of land. 

2312G. Would you like to get the extent of your holdings increased? 
—Well, 9 | acres can do very little for a family. 

23127. Do you get your living out of it?—No. 
23128. It does not support you ?—Nothing like it. 
23129. Are you a fisherman ?—No. 
23130. Do }-ou go away to labour?—Yes, sometimes on the farm at 

Housebay and elsewhere, if I can get it. 
23131. But it does not support your family this nine acres of a croft? 

—No, 
23132. Supposing you got more land, in some good place, would you 

be willing to take it and stock it ?—If I got a chance I would try it. 
23133. Are there many of the people in the same position as yourself, 

and who would be of the same mind ; that is, who would be willing to do 
their best if they got the chance '—Yes. 

23134. Can you sell anything off your farm, and if so, what?—It may 
be a year's-old stot or sometimes a lamb. 

23135. What would you get for the stot ?—£6 or £7 . 
2313G. And you can do it every year?—No, it dees not happen 

often. 
23137. Have you anything more to add yourself that has not been 
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ORKNEY, mentioned ?—I would like to get clear of bondage if that is possible ; it is 
—— our chief malady—our grievance. 

SANPAY. 23138. Do you consider that an invidious form of paying money ?—Yes ; 
John Max- w e have nothing against the tenant of Housebay as a master; it is a bad 
well and regulation between us and the landlord. 

David Smith. 23139. Is there any reason why that burden should be put upon you, 
can he not get labour ?—It is just the sara3 as other farms ; no doubt of 
that. 

23140. Have these large farmers got any cottars living upon the farms, 
who do nothing but work for the fanner; or do they prefer not to keep 
such people and come to you ?—They come to us ; they just have their 
horsemen. 

23141. They have no people except the regular servants?—Yearly 
servants. 

23142. And for what extra labour they want they come to ^ou and tl.e 
other crofters ?—Ye3. 

23143. Sir Kenneth Mackenzie.—What do you consider]; the cost of 
keeping this woman whose labour you supply to the farm 1—It will cost 
us about £3 , 10s. a year. I don't think we could do it for less. 

23144. Your rent now is £7, 10s. %—Yes. 
23145. Would it be worth while to pay £ 2 or £ 4 more rent, and not be 

bound to keep the woman]—It would be better indeed ; but we pay too 
much forbye that. 

23146. You are paying too much now; but of course part of the 
obligation is to keep this woman ?—Yes. 

23147. Do you get anything for keeping this woman?—No, and 
probably he might summon us out if we did not keep one. 

23148. Then you always keep one ?—We always have to keep one. 
23149. You always do keep one ?—Yes. 
23150. And that costs you £3 , 10s. a year besides your rent1?—We 

keep her the whole six months of harvest, whether that is long or short. 
23151. The Chairman.—When you keep this woman to work for the 

farmer do you often give him a member of your own family, a daughter 
or sister, or do you hire somebody in ?—When we have not one of our own 
we have to hire another person. 

23152. Do you generally have a daughter or sister ?—Not generally. 
—Maxwell. I t is a general thing, but some of us have not 

23153. Mr Fraser Mackintosh.—I suppose when there are any women 
in your family, they don't like going out to labour iu that way 1—Not weU. 

23154. Sheriff Nicolson.—Who is your laird?—Mr Traill. 
23155. Does he live in the island?—No. 
23156. Where ?—Caithness. 

JAMES TWATT, Tenant of Rothiesholm, Stronsay (40)—-examined. 

James Twatt. 23157. The Chairman.—Were you present when the crofters or small 
tenants from Stronsay gave their evidence ?—Yes. 

23158. Have you any statement to make with reference to what you 
heard ?—I would try to answer any questions put in reference to it. 

23159. There was a complaint made by the small tenants that they 
were obliged to labour to the farmer. These small tenants are sub­
tenants on your farm, I presume?—Yes. 

23160. They complain that they are obliged to furnish labour and to 
labour at inconvenient times, and at unsatisfactory rates : we would like 
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to hear you upon the subject. Do you occasionally exact the labour, for ORKNEY, 
instance, of a fisherman, at a time when he might have made profitable -, ~~~ 
employment by going to the sea ?—No. _ 

23161. When you call upon a labourer for his service, do you consider James Twatr. 
whether it is convenient for him to go or not ?—I do consider that to a 
certain extent. 

23162. If, for instance, a labourer came to you and said, ' I cannot 
1 come to-day, because it is a good day for my fishing,' would you allow 
him to go to the fishing 1—-Yes. 

23163. And when it is inconvenient for the labourer to go to you, will 
you accept a substitute for him ?—Yes. 

23164. And when you accept the substitute does the labourer pay you 
6ome money, and do you find the substitute, or does the labourer himself 
send the substitute ?—The labourer himself sends the substitute. 

23165. What wages do you give a male adult labourer?—2s. per day, 
and,2s. 6d. for draining. 

23166. But when the tenant sends you a substitute whom he hires 
himself, do you think he pays the substitute more than 2s. 6d. a-day, or 
does he only pay him 2s. ?—I don't know. 

23167. Is 2s. a-day the common wages of the country, or do you think 
that the wages are a little better than 2s. a-day ?—In some parts perhaps 
it is better. 

23168. How long have you been a tenant of Rothiesholni ?—Nine 
years. 

23169. Since the beginning of your lease have the wages of your 
labourers been raised—do they get more now than they did before ?— 
They do. 

23170. How much have their wages been raised ?—They used to get 
2d. per hour—2Od. a-day—but now they get 2s. 

23171. Do you pay them now not by the hour but by the day?-— 
Yes. 

23172. Have the hours of labour in the country, generally speaking, 
been shortened or lengthened, or are they the same ?—Just the same. 

23173. There was a considerable complaint about the obligation to 
furnish female labour; what sort of female labour is generally furnished ? 
The small tenants complain that they are obliged to furnish a woman, and 
that they are obliged to feed her, and that the food costs perhaps 
£3 , 10s.; but do they generally send members of their own family, or do 
they hire women?—When they have them, they send women of their own 
family, and when they have not they have to hire them. 

23174. Do you think in most cases they are members cf their family, 
or do they hire in some cases ?—In most cases they have them within 
tli ir own family. 

23175. "You pay Is. a day for female labour?—Yes. 
23176. Do you think they have to pay more than Is. a day when they 

hire them ?—No, I don't think so. 
23177. Do you think you could command female labour in the open 

market for Is. per day?—Yes, in our island. 
23178. You heard the people complain a good deal of this; and at the 

same time they stated that in case these obligations were abolished, the 
farmers would be able to find labour in the open market. You think 
you can find female labour at Is. a day?—Yes, I could not find it 
without them, because I am isolated in one end of the island. 

23179. You could not find it without them ?—No. 
23180. Could you hire female labour, as they do in the south country, 
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ORKNEY, for the six months to do that description of work on the farm which the 
female labourers do?—I would not get them. 

' 23181. Do you think you would be able to find labourers for 2s. 6d. 
James Twatt a day, if these people were not bound to labour for you ?—Not out of the 

place. 
23182. Supposing these obligations to labour were all abolished, and 

that you were all free, you would not be able to pay as good a rent as 
you do now; it would be more expensive to you to find labour ?—Yes, it 
would. 

23183. The supply of obligatory labour in your neighbourhood enables 
you to pay a better rent than you would otherwise be able to do ?—Yes, 
it does. 

23184. Would you have any objection, in case it were so ordered, 
that these obligations to labour should be dissolved, would you be on 
easier terms with the people, supposing always that you had an ensured 
reduction of rent, would you like it better, or do you like the system of 
obligatory labour better '—If I could find the labourers, it would not 
matter to me. 

23185. Do you find that these obligations to labour cause any dissatis­
faction between you and the people?—I believe they are dissatisfied. 

23186. When they are obliged to come and work for you, do you 
think that they work in a grudging manner—do you think they do as 
little as possible, or do they work as well as possible ? Do you think they 
would work better if they were free ?—I could not say ; I have not had 
the experience. 

23187. Sir Kenneth Mackenzie.—Do you have much kelp made for 
you?—Yes, some. 

23188. What quantity in the course of the year?—About twenty or 
thirty tons. 

23189. And you give £2 , 5s. a ton for the making of it ?—Yes. 
23190. Have you any idea what wages that affords to the people who 

make it ?—I cannot say, because they make it at times that are suitable, 
and they are not counting their time, I suppose; and it is according to 
the weather and how the ware comes. 

23191. But when you say they make it at suitable times—you mean 
the time suitable for making kelp ?—Yes, the time suitable for making / 
kelp—the dry weather. 

23192. They must choose the time according to the weather?—Yes. 
23193. And may be not a time convenient for them?—Yes, it 

may be. 
23191. Is there much profit to be made on kelp ?—There is a little. 
23195. Is there much demand?—Not so much; it is down this year 

from what it was last year. 
2319G. What is the market price of the kelp, such as you make here? 

— £ 1 , 15s. per ton. 
23197. That is the highest class of kelp that is made—where do you 

sell it ?—At Falkirk, to Fairlie k Co. 
23198. I suppose in taking the farm here you considered it as part 

of the natural profit of the farm, that kelp could be made upon it ?—Yes. 
23199. You have been nine years here?—Yes. 
23200. You found the cottars on the farm that are there now ?—Yes. 
23201. Did you find them all there?—Yes. 
23202. And have you kept them all on ?—No; there are some of them 

not there now, but where they are I don't know. 
23203. Did you replace those who left by others ; did you bring in 

others in place of those who left ?—In place of some of them. 
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23204 Had you any great demand for their places \—Yes. JRKNEY. 
23205. Was there more than one applicant for every vacancy that oc- ~" 

curred ?—Yes. 
23206. You could not take in more people than there were vacancies j a mes Twatt. 

for ?—Yes, I could. 
23207. What became of those who left?—Some of them went to Kirk­

wall, and some of them are in the island still. 
23208. Was it of their own free will that they left, or did you discharge 

them ?—Some of them left of their own free will. 
23209. And some you removed!—<-Yes. 
23210. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—Have you a lease of your farm?—-

Yes. 
23211. You have not got it with you, have you?—No, I have the 

plan of the farm. • . 
23212. Can you mention as nearly as possible the substance of the 

clause that is in the lease which regulates this matter of the service of 
these people ?—No, I could no t 

23213. Can you not tell us the import or purport of it?—I could not. 
23214. Does it give you the power to remove them if they don't do it ? 

—Ye3. 
23215. You said to the Chairman that you consulted the convenience 

of these people to some extent ?—Yes. 
23216. When you want any labour done which must be done, we shall 

suppose, instantly, or in a hurry, don't you expect the people to come 
whether it is convenient for them or not, if it is convenient for you %— 
Ye3, if it is the day for threshing with the mill. I have a steam mill, and 
if it is the day for it, which is one day in the week, I generally want 
them to come that day, but not any other day. 

23217. But one day in the week they must come?—Yes. 
23218. In fact, your bargain is with the landlord, you make no agree­

ment with the people ?—I have an agreement with them in regard to their 
holdings. 

23219. What agreement is that ?—They pay their rent to me and fur­
nish the labour. 

23220. Can you raise their rents ?—Yes. 
23221. Although your own rent is fixed for the term of your lease, yet 

you have the power of raising their money rent; is that so ?—Yes. 
23222. But you have no power to exact more of that labour than is 

stated in your lease ? you cannot increase the number of days, can you?— 
There is no exact number of days stated. 

23223. There is no number of days fixed in the lease ?—No. 
23224. Can you ask them to go for 300 days in the year ?—No. 
23225. Why not, if it is not specified ; it is simply your own good wiL 

that you don't choose to do it ?—I don't require it. 
23226. But supposing that you did require the labour for every lawful 

day in the year, there is nothing in the lease from the proprietor to pre­
vent you demanding it ?—Nothing. 

23227. What is your preseut rent?—£421, l i s . 9d. 
23228. Will you tell me what rent you would pay, or you could afford 

to pay, the proprietor if you had not this labour?—I cannot say. 
23229. Could you pay one-half ?—Oh, yes. . 
23230. Come as near as you can ?—I could not give a definite answer 

to that. 
23231. Could you pay £300 ?—I could not give a definite answer. 
23232. Would it be a good deal less rent which you could afford to pay 

if this involuntary labour were removed ?—Yes, a good deal less. 
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ORKNEY. 23233. Are you quite satisfied with things as they are?-—Yes. 
23234. You don't complain of it ?—No. 

bANDAY. 23235. Do you know whether the landlord complains of it ?—I don't 
Tames Twatt th ink he does. 

23236. The only persons who complain are the people ?—Yes. 
23237. Professor Machinnon.—The number of families is thirteen ?— 

Yes ; that is, of cottars. 
23238. And the total acreage of the farm is ?—1636 acres. 
23239. Seven of these thirteen families occupy about 189 acres accord­

ing to this complaint—does that represent the whole of their holdings ?— 
That is squared off, they don't hold that. 

23240. Of those who were sent away there were some whose places 
were not filled ; what did you do with their crofts ?—Some of them were 
taken into the farm. 

23241. And the others ?—The places of the others were supplied by 
other people. 

23242. Under your lease you can send them away any year—can you 
send them away at any time '.-—There is part of the east side of the hill which 
the proprietor wished to have removed for the purpose of taking in sheep. 

23243. But I should like to know the power you have under the lease 
to deal witli these families. Have you the power to dispossess them all, 
or any of them, whenever you please?—Yes, I have the power. 

23244. That is, of course, at any one term. You could not dispossess 
them iu the middle of a year ?—No; they occupy from year to year. 

23245. You have power to raise their rents or to reduce them ?— Yes. 
23246. And to call upon them for service any day?—Yes. 
23247. Does any one of them ever make as much wages by his service 

as his rent ?—No, I don't suppose he does. 
23248. Is the female labour separate from the male labour ?—Yes, the 

female labour is for the six months in the summer. 
23249. And for that you pay 30s. ?—Is. a day. 
23250. Would you be quite prepared to compound with these men for 

Is. a day—would you take from these men the amount of money you pay 
for these female servants?—No ; because I could not get labour for it. 

23251. You could not get labour at your end of the island without this 
regulation ?—No. 

23252. And under this lease they are bound to work at kelp as long as 
you wish them ?—From a ton or upwards, each house. 

23253. Each house is obliged to make a ton ?—Yes, or as much more 
as they like. 

23254. Or as you are pleased to ask them?—No. 
23255. They are bound to make a ton, and they may make as much 

more as they like ?—Yes. 
23256. And you pay them how much ?—£2, 5s. per ton. 
23257. What is the average amount of kelp a family makes per year?—• 

From a ton to three or four tons. 
23258. Some of them make three or four tons ?—Yes. 
23259. So that some of the labour is voluntary upon their own part ?— 

Yes. 
23260. Doe3 that imply that they consider they make a fair wage at 

the extra portion of kelp ?—Yes. 
23261. Of the 13 families how many of them, do you think, make only 

one ton in the year ?—I canuot say exactly, the quantity of kelp generally 
ranges from 20 to 25 tons in the year, but I have had it as high as 30 tons. 
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JAMES BRIMS, Solicitor, Thurso, Factor for Mr TraiU of Ratter (55)— ORKNEY. 
examined. 

SANDAY. 

23262. Sir Kenneth Mackenzie.—You have been present to-day 1—I ' 
h a v e - . , Brims. 

23263. We had one representative of this part of the island, who 
referred to Mr Traill's tenantry ; you heard what was said Ì—I did. 

2326*1. Have you any statement to make with regard to that?—Which 
part of it Ì 

23265. Anything you wish to remark upon in the first place ?—In the 
first place, in regard to the meliorations and improvements upon the estate 
here, I believe Mr Traill, my constituent, is as indulgent to the tenants on 
the property in Sanday and Stronsay as any other landlord all over the north 
of Scotland. I may mention that I am connected with the county of 
Caithness, where he has large property with a rental of £8000 or £9000 ; 
and he treats his tenants in Orkney on the same principle as he does the 
tenants there. The late Mr George Traill, when he was proprietor, did 
increase the rent occasionally, but he never did so without getting a valua­
tion made by a competent party. The improvements consisted principally 
of drainage, and a good deal of the money was spent in building good 
substantial houses upon the estate. The proprietor took up the greater 
part of the money he borrowed, and a good amount from his own private 
income. The tenants did not insist upon getting their houses done until 
their land was first improved, and I think very wisely too, so that we are 
still going on spending money in building and providing good house 
accommodation in the way of dwelling houses and office houses for the 
tenants on the estate. It is a rule upon the estate that leases are always 
granted for 14 or 19 years as the tenants may prefer. I always recommend 
them to take a long term, as I believe it to be of most benefit to them­
selves; and I find it a very curious thing that, when I enter into a lease 
with an Orkney tenant, he always insists upon having a break at the end 
of the first second or third year, and I never hesitate to give them that 
option, because I know it is never taken advautage of. It never has been 
taken advantage of. I am very much astonished to hear, as I have done 
to-day, certain grievances stated. It quite surprised me to hear there was 
any grievance at all on this estate. It is stated that the laud is too high 
rented. I now hold in my hand the last valuation Mr Traill got from a 
gentleman whom you will all recollect—the late Mr M'Phee of Elgin, who 
was, I believe, supposed to be one of the best valuators in the north of 
Scotland. And I may state that the crofters, of whom there are fifty-one 
on Mr Traill's estate in this island alone, are paying at present from 10 to 
25 per cent, less rent than Mr M'Phee valued these crofts at in 
1876, and these rents have still remained at the same amount; so that, so 
far as the complaint of over-renting is concerned, I think there is no 
ground for it. The next complaint they make is with regard to the kelp. 
The price paid to the tenants for the manufacture of kelp is said to be 
£2 , 5s. That is correct to a certain extent; but they leave out of view 
that the tenants deliver at the rate of 20 cwt. to one ton, whereas the 
marketable amount is 21 cwt_so that the real price is £2 , 7s. 3d. I make 
up, generally every year, a statement, with observations, so that Mr 
Charles Traill's property or income tax be as assessed upon it, and I have 
brought with me the statement for the last two years. There I find that 
for the year 1881, the amount of kelp made upon Mr Traill's estate both 
in Sanday and Stronsay was 109 tons, the proceeds of which had a market 
value of £515, 10s. 3d. Of that sum he paid away in expenses £70 , 
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ORKNEY. 6s. 3d., and he paid to the crofters who gathered and manufactured and 
burnt the kelp, £255, 14s. 9d. ; so that the balance coming to himself was 

SANDAT. onjy £219, 15s. 3d. for the year. But from that there remains to be 
* deducted the taxes he paid upon the reut charged him for the kelp shores. 
Brims. I believe it is not generally known among the tenants—and I think they 

should know it—that the proprietor is assessed—charged with a rent for 
his kelp shores—in proportion to the amount of the profits made out 
of them, that is, the quantity of kelp manufactured—so that out of the 
£219, compared with the £255 paid to the people, who wrought the kelp, 
Mr Traill has to pay all the taxes falling upon him as proprietor in 
connection with the proceeds of the kelp. 

23266. I suppose the proprietor pays a double rate on the kelp Ì—Yes, 
he first pays the due and then the income tax upon the profits. He pays 
upon the £219 income tax, and then the property tax upon the rent put 
upon the shares—that is one-half of the net profits. For the year 
18S2 the manufacture of kelp was much less—71 tons 15 cwt., the 
market value of which was £357, 10s. 3d. The expense of keeping 
up the kelp tools and shipping and other expenses connected with it, 
amounted to £59, l i s . 7d., and that year there was paid to the tenants 
£167, 14s. 2d., having a balance of £130, 4s. 6d. for the proprietor, 
subject to those deductions I have already mentioned for public burdens 
and taxes. 

23267. The Chair/nan.—How much was the net profit to the proprietor1? 
—I have not been able to get that, as the vouchers are out of my hands, 
but perhaps £ 3 0 or £ 4 0 ; so that for the year 1882 he would really not 
have £100 ; and the tenants get £167, 14s. 2d. This year, I am glad to 
say, it will be a little better; it will come up to about 100 tons instead of 
71. I may mention the fact that, some years ago, the profits of the kelp 
were such, when prices came down, that Mr Traill had some thoughts of 
giving up the manufacture of it altogether. But I spoke to him on the 
subject, and said that from my knowledge of the tenants in Sanday, which 
extends back now since 1858, nearly a quarter of a century, that I did 
not think they would be able to pay their rents unless they were 
employed in the manufacture of kelp, so that he has still been carrying it 
on simply and purely for the benefit of the tenants, to enable them to pay 
their rents and support themselves. This year, I am sorry to say, we 
have been threatened with a reduction in the prices. The price formerly 
was £ 5 , 10s. a ton. This year, all over, all we could get was £4, 15s., 
only we have made an arrangement with Mr Fairley, who purchases the 
kelp, that if he gives a higher price to any proprietor in Orkney we will 
get the benefit of it, so that the tenants will benefit by getting the fujl 
profits that can be made out of the kelp,—that is, that he will make the 
best bargain he can for them. I may mention that some of the tenants 
recently sent a petition to Mr TraiU somewhat in the lines they have taken 
to-day, stating that the crofts were high rented, and that they wanted to 
get the kelp handed over to themselves, to gather, manufacture, and sell in 
any way they thought proper. I do not think, taking into account the 
interests of the tenants themselves, that that would be a good arrangement, 
because they could not sell it, at the same advantage that the proprietor 
could do; and, as I have said, the kelp manufacture here is carried on by 
the proprietor, not for his own interest, but simply as a source of 
revenue to his tenants on his estate here. I don't think I have anything 
more to say. 

23268. There is a clear revenue from it?—The benefit he derives will 
bo under £100 , but that does not take into account the trouble I have 
with it in selling, and corresponding and making up accounts; I charge 
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the estate with my own factor's fee and expenses. I was very much ORKNEY. 
astonished to-day to hear from these witnesses who came from Mr " 
Trail's property in Stronsay, on his estate of the Housebay, the state- ANDAY' 
ineut made, iu the first place, that their rents were too high, I have to James 
make the same remark with regard to that which I did with regard to Brims. 
the Sanday property. Mr M'Phee Valued these properties, and their rents 
are in the same proportion as those of the Sanday tenants. With reference 
to the charge that the proprietor has done nothing to assist the crofters, I 
may mention that in the case of James Shearer, who pays a rent of 
£4 , 15s., I have actuaUy incurred accounts to the amount of £33, 
15s. 6d. in connection with his holding. In the same way an expenditure 
has been incurred in assisting the witness Maxwell to erect a dweUing 
house on his croft. The rule in regard to the dwelling houses on Mr 
Traill's estate is this, that the tenant puts the stones upon the ground and 
builds them, aud the proprietor provides wood, woodwork, slates, flags, 
and lima. That is done for the purpose of keeping down taxes. On 
many estates the proprietor incurs the whole outlay, and charges interest 
on it, but I adopted the arrangement I have mentioned for the purpose 
of keeping down the rates of the tenants; so that their rents are not 
increased any further. We have assisted these cottars—as we do upon 
the whole estates in Stronsay and Sanday—in draining and improving their 
ground, and we have done that in some cases by getting them to do the 
half of the work; for example, the proprietor opens the drains, and the 
tenant fills them ; and in other cases, where the ground is shallow, we 
provide them in addition with tiles, and they do the filling in. Another 
thing we have done there, is that the proprietor paid the late tenant of 
Housebay when these lands at Housebay were being improved, for plough­
ing up their ground to them. Their own horses were weak, and the 
horses of the larger farm were much stronger for ploughing up the rough 
ground, aud they got assistance in that way to improve the land for 
themselves. I may mention that the quality of the land at Housebay i-. 
very superior; except in the island of South Ronaldshay, there is no 
better land in Orkney. There is a vein of red clay which touches 
Orkney, and which runs into Forfarshire and East Lothian, and forms 
the richest soil in the kingdom. If the land had been in East Lothian, 
it would have been worth £ 5 or £6 an acre; but they don't pay anything 
like that, and I am glad they derive benefit from it. I am always willing 
to encourage the smaller tenants, more especially, and I very frequently get 
it thrown up to me that I am kinder to the smaller tenants and crofters 
than to the big ones. That was said to me by one of the largest tenants 
on Mr Traill's estates in Orkney on my way north a few days ago. Then 
there is another grievance which I may explain in regard to working for 
larger farmers. Some years ago all these cottars at Housebay were cottars 
holding directly from the tenant of the farm. At the end of the last 
lease the tenants requested me to take them out of the hands of the 
tenant, and allow them to come directly under the proprietor. I con­
sented to do that, because I believed it would be for their benefit; and 
one principal reason of that was that the proprietor would spend and 
actually did spend more money than any tenant would do in improving 
their lands and houses, and making them more comfortable than they 
had been hitherto. The obligation with regard to the working is simply 
this, the tenant of the farm there, who holds a farm of over 12OO acres 
of land, said to me, 'If you take these cottars from us, I cannot carry on 
' this farm, and cannot take a new lease unless you make some arrange-
' ment whereby I can have the benefit of their work and labour in the 
' farm.' The arrangement I made was as simple and easy for them in the 
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ORKHEY. circumstances as it was possible to make; and that arrangement was this, 
~7~ —that these tenants were bound to give labour, that is to supply a 

'_ ' woman in the spring season of the year when the crops were being laid 
James down, and at the thinning of the turnips,and duringharvest—that they were 
Brims. bound to supply a hand—and that the teuant of the large farm was bound 

to pay them the current wages of the district. I thought that was the 
fairest arrangement I could make in the circumstances. At the time 
these crofters expressed themselves as quite satisfied with the arrange­
ment, knowing, as I believe they do know, that unless some arrange­
ment of that kind is made, the large tenant would not be able to hold his 
farm or to work it properly. That is the position of matters. 

23269. Sir Kenneth Mackenzie.—How do you settle the current rate of 
wages?—I leave that as a matter of arrangement between the large 
tenants and the crofters ; but, as I said, the crofters are quite entitled to 
get as high wages as any other person in the island. 

23270. Have they ever complained that they did not get as high 
wages as were current ?—They have, and I have spoken to the tenant 
about i t ; not so much to the present tenant as to the former tenant, his 
late father. The wages have been increased. 

23271. What are the wages for labour?—I think 2s. a day and 2s. 6d. 
for drainers. 

23272. Are you aware if that is the current rate of wages in Orkney ? 
—I have been making inquiries, and I believe that is the current wages 
in this island as well as in Stronsay. 

23273. Where there is no forced labour—where it is optional ?—Yes. 
I understand 2s. 6d. is current wages in Caithness too. 

23274. There is a difference between 2s. 6d. and 2s. ?—Yes, but 
23 6d. is the sura for a skilled workman. 

23275. Are they compelled to keep a woman in their house to supply 
a woman's labour, if there is none in the family?—My understanding of 
that arrangement was this, that it was generally a member of their own 
family they did supply, but any girl would be taken to help in farm 
work. But I have known in one or two instances of a man whose 
family was grown up and left, who has been obliged to supply a woman. 

23276. You insist upon that ?—That is part of the arrangement. 
23277. Professor Mackinnon.-^-1. think you stated that the proprietor 

kept up this kelp manufacture entirely for the benefit of the tenants ?— 
I have said I requested him to do so. He had some thoughts of giving 
it up altogether, because prices were going down, and for all he got out of 
it, it was little worth. 

23278. But two years ago did not the tenants get £255 and he him­
self £219?—Yes, but that is subject to deduction of the_burdens paid 
upon rent of the kelp shores. 

23279. How much may these burdens be ?—Perhaps that vear about 
£40 . 

232S0. That is, the tenants got £255 for their labour, and he would 
get £130?—Yes, for his rent of the kelp shores; but you have to 
bear in mind he advances the money before the kelp is sold,—the 
tenants are paid immediately after the kelp is made, at the Martinmas term, 
and it may be months after that before he gets the proceeds of the kelp. 

23281. The difficulty is in seeing how the £255 paid to them and 
the £180 to the proprietor, makes it entirely a matter for their convenience 
to carry on the business?—"We don't consider £100 a very large sum 
but it is still a source of income; but I am much afraid the k elp, 
will go out altogether. 

23282. In that case might it not be considered better to give them a 
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higher rate if the £100 to the proprietor is nothing 1—We increased the OEENEY. 
prices some years ago, and gave them a higher price. 

23283. The statement of the tenant was that his rent was raised three "AXDAT ' 
times within the last fifteen or twenty years—it is now double what it James 
was ?—It will be double what it was. Brima. 

23284. £ 5 , £8 , and £11 , is what he states?—The late Mr Purves, my 
predecessor, fixed the rents. Housebay is rather a peculiar case; it was 
lying in a state of nature almost when the present tenant's father entered 
upon it. He and Mr Macrae took a lease of it for twenty-five years, 
and the ijroprietor and they spent a large sum of money in improving it. 
After breaking the surface of the soil they came upon the superior red clav 
T alluded to, and they continued to improve the place so much that they 
Bet an example to the whole of Orkney, and gave an impetus to the 
improvement of the whole of the north islands on that occasion. And to 
provide work for the place he built a wall across the back of the farm, 
leaving out what was supposed to be sufficient allotments for fourteen of 
these crofters, and assisted them to build houses. That would be between 
thirty and forty years ago. Of course these old houses, had, at first, 
thatched roofs, which are now out of order, and we are in the course of 
assisting the tenants to build new and more comfortable houses with slated 
roofs. 

23285. This man Maxwell stated that no improvement was made 
upon his croft excepting what he did himself ?—That is not the case; he 
got assistance to make drains and build his houses. 

23286. You are not able to give the particulars in that case ?—No ; if 
I had known I could have dons it. But as I have said, I have actually 
paid the late tenant of the farm of Housebay for the use of his horses in 
ploughing up the ground for all these small cottars, and assisting them in 
improving the land. 

23287. When you state that the tenant is not able to hold his farm 
except under these conditions, you mean he is not able to pay such a high 
rent to the proprietor ?—I mean that ; and the father of the present 
tenant told me he could not keep the farm at all if he did not get the 
labour. He could not otherwise get the labour to work it. It is an 
arable farm. 

23288. Could he not import labour ?—He could not, unless a lot of 
Irishmen. 

23289. That is to say, he would have to pay less rent?—Much less 
rent. I don't believe he could pay half the rent if he had to import the 
labour. 

23290. Of course he could import the labour exactly as the tenants are 
obliged toi-nportit, if they haven't it themselves ?—No, because they have a 
certain portion of iabour; it is only in one or two cases that they have to 
import it. 

23291. In the case of the delegate who was heard here, and who hadn't 
the labour, it would be quite as easy for the farmer to procure it as for the 
delegate ?—He could go to another estate. But supposing he lost the 
whole of them he could not get the whole of them in the island; that was 
the statement made to me when that arrangement was entered into. 

23292. Sir Kenneth Mackenzie.—Were these tenants imported by 
Mr Macrae ?—No, most of them are natives; they went across from 
Sanday a year or two ago. Mr Macrae, thirty-five years ago, imported 
labour to make his drains and enclosures, and build his houses j but the 
usual farm work was -done by people belonging to the island. 

23293. The same people who are there now ?—Or tl e"r predecessors. 
23294. Professor Mackinnon.—But I suppose he could import the one 
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. ORKNEY, as well as the other?—Not so well, because he only requires them at a 
—-— certain time of the year, and he could not provide them with accommoda-
AKDAY' tion for aU the year round. You could not get a hirer for a month or two 
James from the mainland of Orkney or Sanday. 

Brims. 23295. But the tenant who has not the labour is obliged to bring it 
from somewhere ?—There is a small village in Stronsay where, I believe, 
they can get them; there are a number of people there, who earn their 
living during the herring fishing season ; and in the spring season, before 
the herring fishing, these women are to be got. 

23296. Are these not quite as accessible to the farmer as to the small 
tenants ?—Yes, but the difficulty is this, the large farmer told me he 
could not get the number. You may get a few, or one or two. 

23297. It is a very great convenience to him?—No doubt about tha t ; 
and I enter into these feelings of the small tenants in this respect, that I 
emancipated them from the tenant, and took them to hold directly from 
the landlord. 

23298. The Chairman.—I understood you to say that when the profits 
of this kelp manufacture became very smaU, the landlord had it in con­
templation to give up the manufacture of kelp altogether ?—He just spoke 
to me saying he might give it up altogether. 

23299. But you kindly suggested to the landlord, that if it were given 
up altogether they might not be able to pay their rents ?—Unless he pro­
vided some other source of employment for them. 

23300. You state that if they had not this resource of the kelp they 
would not be able to pay their rents ?—Yes. 

23301. And for the sake of the tenants, therefore, you continued to 
manufacture the kelp ?—Yes. 

23302. But surely it was to benefit the landlord also?—Oh, yes, it 
was. 

23303. That they should be able to pay their rents ?—Certainly, it was 
looking to his interest as much as to that of the tenants 

23304 It is the interest of both; it was not a pure act of benevolence ? 
—Not altogether; it was keeping the joint interests in view. 

23305. I perfectly understand that, in most cases, the supply of female 
labour is not so great a hardship to the people, because some member of 
their own family performs the obligation and receives reasonable wages ; 
but you yourself admit that it is a great hardship to a family to have to 
hire a stranger to live with them, whom they must feed, and supply to 
the farmer?—The small crofters made a complaint to me, but you must 
keep in view that they got the houses and small crofts under this stipu­
lation. 

23306. Therefore the case of a family having a female amongst them, 
and that of a family having to hire a strange female who shall live in their 
house, is very different ?—Very different; from a monetary point of view. 

23307. Is there any provision under which a family that has to hire a 
person might, perhaps, make a money payment iustead of hiring a foreigner 
into their house "J—No, there is none. 

23308. Do you think that some stipulation of that sort might not be 
arranged for Ì—I should be very happy if it could be, to make the tenants 
more contented, and at the same time supply the labour required for the 
work of the large farm. 

23309. On the whole, you say, you have emanicipated the tenants from 
the thraldom of the farmer, and have placed them in direct relationship 
with the proprietor. Well, I doubt not that is a benefit—we have heard, 
in fact, the statement that it is a benefit Don't you think you could 
perform a second act of emancipation, and free the people altogether from 
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the labour obligations and commute it in some form or other for a money ORKNEY. 
payment ?—I should be very much pleased indeed, and I have thought of 
that very frequently, but I cannot get the means. In fact, large farmers --AXDAY-
say they cannot get labour themselves. James 

23310. When the farmer of whom you spoke said he could not take Brims, 
the farm unless he had the obligatory labour, did it occur to you to see 
whether any other farmer would take it without the obligatory labour 1— 
No, not at the time; because I make it a rule when the lease of a tenant 
holding a farm runs out, he shall not leave the property. I never like to 
advertise a farm if I can make a reasonable arrangement with the sitting 
tenant. 

23311. You state that if the kelp manufacture were abandoned to the 
tenants they could not get as good a market as a single man ; why should 
they not be able to club together, work the kelp manufacture, and pay 
the rent to the proprietor, and sell the kelp themselves ?—I think that is 
easily explained by any person acquainted with the manufacture of kelp. 
They would not manufacture it of the same quality. I have seen fresh 
kelp iu Glasgow which I would be ashamed to see come from Sauday, in 
consequence of the mixture of stones. The same thing has been tried 
here and we have to send a man round to see that the kelp is properly 
made, and I am glad to say that the quality of the kelp manufactured 
here is now much appreciated. 

23312. You state that the profits of the kelp are small, and to an opulent 
proprietor like Air Traill, of little value, but that still there is a net profit 
of £119 a year. Now is that not almost altogether a source of rental 
unconnected with outlay—I mean there is no expenditure on buildings or 
repairs, to speak of ?—There are shores we have to keep up connected with 
it, and in former times we had to incur considerable expense with the kelp 
boats, until a pier was erected so that a ship could come alongside. 

23313. Then there is outlay on the part of the proprietor ?—Yes. 
23314. Is there a current outlay, or is it all incurred now?—There is 

current outlay, and although the kelp shores were valued, I suppose the 
profit the proprietor takes would not be equal to the rent of the kelp shores. 

23315. On Air Traill's estate here, are there any small cccupiers holding 
from the farmer, or do they hold everywhere from Air Traill himself ?—In 
the island of Sanday they all hold from the proprietor directly, with the 
exception, I think, of two or three upon a farm in the immediate neigh­
bourhood of this place; but those houses were left to the tenant for the 
accommodation of his farm servants. I understand, however, he has let 
them to some of his bowmen, and given them a little land and a small 
wage for working on the farm. 

23316. And in the other islands where Afr Traill has property, how are 
they placed ?—They all hold directly from himself. I may mention with 
regard to these three small cottars or bowmen on this farm, that the lease 
is out at Alartinmas first, and they have applied now to hold directly from 
the proprietor himself. 

23317. Since you have been connected, with the property has there been 
any consolidation of small holders and the formation of large farms 1—-
Very little since my connection with the property; all that was done 
during the management of the late Air Purves, 

23318. About how long ago?—Fully forty years ago; at least more 
than thirty years ago. 

23319. Is the term bowmen peculiar to the county?—One of the best 
antiquaries in the island will explain that—Air Denison. He says 'bow' 
is the old Norse name for the principal farm of a township, and the 
• bowmen' were men or servants living or working upoD the 'bow.' 

5 A 
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ORKNEY. 23320. What is the employment at this moment of bowmen] Are 
they employed merely as hinds or farm servants Ì—Merely farm servants 

ANPAY- i n farm towns. Another derivation, some people say, is that farm 
James servants used to be paid in kind with so many bolls of meal, and that it 
Brims. was from bollmen the people drew the term; but I believe the true deriva­

tion is from bow man, or the principal man on a farm. 
23321. Sir Kenneth Mackenzie.—Does it apply to all men and lads or 

to a man with a family Ì—A man of family who works a pair of horses. 
23322. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—You stated that forty years ago, in 

the time of the late Mr Purves there was a good deal of consolidation of 
small holdings ?—Yes, the property at that time was not properly divided 
and little or no improvements were made upon it. The properties were 
then divided into small farms and a better class of houses built, and a con­
siderable amount of draiuage made at a large expenditure of money. 

23323. Was there a good deal of that all over Orkney—of consolidation 
of farms?—I believe there was. 

23324. I suppose you are aware that the descendants of the people 
whose farms were then taken away, and who may now be in foreign lands, 
did not look with favour upon that ?—They certainly did not at that 
time. 

23325. You now tell us that these large farmers state to you that, 
unless they had this labour which you may call forced labour, they would 
not be able to carry on the farm %—So they have told me. 

23326. Then, in point of fact, this new system of large farms, which is 
of comparatively recent growth, requires to be kept up by the forced 
labour of the small people whose predecessors were removed from the 
lands; is that so 1—Well, to a certain extent it is. But on the large 
farms with which I am connected these small pe >ple were not. For 
instance the farm of Housebay was occupied by out; or two tenants. 

23327. Is it any wonder, uuder the circumstan es, that these people 
would consider it a very great hardship—in the first place they do not 
approve of the farms; and, in the second place, that they are obliged to 
prop them up 1—No, I don't wonder at it. 

23328. You have stated yourself, and I am personally aware of the 
matter, so far, that you were always a friend to the smaller tenants—you 
stated that the rents had been fixed some years ago, upon Mr Trail's estate 
by the late Mr M'Bey of Elgin 1—He made a valuation, but did not fix 
the rents. 

23329. And that the rents were less then, than fixed by Mr M'Bey ?— 
Yes. 

23330. Why was Mr M'Bey called in at all]—That is a personal 
matter. 

23331. Was it because you did not like to do it yourself?—No ; Mr 
Trail had some thoughts of selling his estates, and his agents in Edinburgh 
thought it would be better that a neutral person should make a valuation 
of the estates, and fix the rents which should be paid, rather than that his 
own employees should do it. 

23332. Was Mr M'Bey informed what the object of his valuation was 
to be—for the purpose of getting a good price out of the estate Ì—lie 
was told that Mr Traill had the intention of selling, or at least thoughts of 
selling it. 

23333. I presume the tenants were not consulted about this valuation 1 
—Of course not. 

23334. Was it not a distinct object to get the largest possible price 
that could be got in the market ?—Of course, Mr Traill would expect that 
would be done. 
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23335. Is it not the case very frequently that a person in your position, ORKNEY, 
however good-willed towards his tenants, does not like himself to go and ~ ~ 
make a general rise of rents, but gets somebody from a distance to do it Ì "J 
—Well, so far as I am concerned I always object to it as far as I can; I James 
don't look with favour upon it. Brims. 

23336. Are you not aware from your own experience and otherwise, 
here, that it is a common thing for a person from a distance, particularly 
a land surveyor, to be taken and arbitrarily, of his own will as it were, to 
fix the rents of the tenants for the future—to be asked by the proprietor 
to do so Ì—Yes, it is the only case I know when Mr M'Bey was asked to 
come. 

23337. I am not speaking of anything you yourself were connected 
with; but I appeal to your own experience as a lawyer. Is it not a 
common thing to bring a man from a distance to raise the rents ?—It has 
never been done on any estate I am connected with, except one in 
Caithness—the estate of the Scotscalder—a good many years ago. 

23338. Do you know it is a practice in other estates 1—One or two 
proprietors in tho north of Scotland have done it, but it is not a general 
rule. 

23339. Factors are so hard that they do it themselves?—A reasonable 
factor could arrange a new rent under lease. 

23340. You have mentioned the name of Mr Furves as the factor 
under whom the consolidation of the farms took place; is he living Ì—He 
is dead. 

23341. Has he left any descendants 1—Yes. 
23342. Is one of them a Mr Thomas Purves, very well known?— 

Yes. 
23343. Resident in Caithness ?—No, in Sutherland just now. He has 

a farm in Sutherland and another in Caithness. 
23344. You stated that the proprietor, when the produce of kelp began 

to get low had some thoughts of giving it up. Had he no notion of that 
so long as the prices were high 1 Did he speak to you about it then '?—I 
suppose you are aware of the fact that the present proprietor only came 
into possession of the estate a few years ago. In former times, the price 
of kelp was very high and large amounts of money were to be made out 
of it. Of late years it has been falling off considerably. 

23345. Did it never occur to you that it would be wise to leave the 
matter in the hands of the tenants themselves, and that the proprietor 
should get a lordship for every ton Ì—No, I don't think so, I had quite an 
opposite view, from the fact that I believe the quality of the kelp would 
deteriorate. 

2334G. But, don't you think that would cure itself—that if the small 
tenants found they were preparing an inferior article which did not bring 
a high price, or no price whatever, they would find it necessary to turn it 
out in the way they do now 1—I believe that argument would have no 
effect at all from the simple reason that there is no competition for the 
purchase. There is ouly one man who will buy Orkney kelp and that is 
Mr Fairlie, and if he got it in bad condition he would not take i t I 
think it is the interest of the people to keep up the quality. 

23347. You stated that these big farmers say they cannot go on unless 
they get this forced labour, and that they must otherwise leave the 
place altogether. Would it really do any great harm if they did go Ì—It 
would do this harm that the proprietor would not get the rents. 

23348. But we heard a delegate say that his rent, in proportion, was 
higher than that of the big farmers ; Ì3 that correct 1—In some cases that 
is correct, but not in every case. In some cases the big farmer pays thi 
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ORKNEY, higher rent, but I know other cases where it is the reverse. I have 
made a calculation of that. 

BAKPAY. 23319. What estates are you referring to just now—the county of Caith-
Jaraes --ess or Orkney1?—Orkney; but the same remark applies to Caith-
Brinis. ness. 

23350. Are you not aware there is a great demand for land on the part 
of the people and smaU crofters generally Ì—I know there is, but whenever 
there is a farm vacant there is a large amount of competition—for every 
farm large or small. 

23351. You mean there is a competition for farms as long as they have 
labour 1—The thing does not apply to farms in Caithness, only to one or 
two farms in Orkney, where they have not the same population to fall 
back upon for labour. 

23352. Are you satisfied yourself with the present state of matters with 
regard to this forced labour ? If you saw your way to do away with it, 
wouldn't you do away with it 1—I would be glad to do away with it if it 
could be supplied by any other means. 

23353. Would you say that, take it north and south, the small farmer 
pays as much in proportion as the big one ?—That is a question I can hardly 
answer. In some cases the small farmer does pay a larger rent, but in 
other cases he does not. This may be explained—for this reason that the 
large farms generally have a pretty large amount of hill ground and rough 
pasture, which is not so valuable as the arable ground, and taking the 
average the rent is less. But for the arable ground, I believe it is about 
equal, or as nearly so as possible. 

23351. Are there many sheep in Sanday?—No; Sanday is not an 
island adapted for sheep. Stronsay is, and on Housebay there are a good 
many. 

23355. Do you think the rents upon Mr Traill's estate are moderate?— 
I do. 

23356. Taking it all in all the crofts are moderately rented ?—I believe 
they are; in fact I have a great objection to charge one shilling more 
than a man is able to pay, or than the land is worth. 

23357. Do you find people troublesome in making applications for this 
and that 1—No, I find as a rule that the Orkney tenants, once we got an 
arrangement completed with them and a lease entered into, give us no 
further trouble. 

23358. Sir Kenneth Mackenzie.—There was another point raised by 
the tenants, that when they were settled upon new lands, and with the 
promise of valuations for improvements at the end of the lease, you had a 
system of giving them a new lease, and doing away with their right of 
meliorations Ì—That has not been the practice since I had the manage­
ment. There was something of the kind in former years, and perhaps I 
may explain how it occurred. When the improvements first began to be 
made there was a certain number of acres of land allotted, and the tenants 
either built a house or houses themselves upon the place, or they were 

, assisted by the landlord. The rent was purely nominal—perhaps 2s. 6d. 
or 5s. for a few acre3 of land, at the end of a fourteen year's lease—that 
was the duration of lease in former times—an arrangement was made by which 
the rent was increased to £1 and 30s., and in some cases the meliorations 
were sunk; but I have been making it a rule to buy up the meliorations 
of the tenants—which comes very heavy upon the landlord ; I have been 
doing it by degrees, and then the property becomes the landlord's. 

23359. Then you charge the full rent?—Then we charge a fair rent. 
There is a case where the lease is out at Martinmas, and £100 was ex­
pended by the tenant on buildings; when he got his last lease nineteen 
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years ago he got the farm for less rent, but I have now arranged to pay 
him that £400, and we will get the full fair rent. 

23360. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh,—From the same person 1—From the 
8ame family. 

JOHN HAV, Crofter, Cross (51)—examined. 

23361. Slieriff Nicolson.—How are you employed ?—I was employed by John Hay. 
some of the big farmers chiefly as a servant. 

23362. Were you appointed a delegate to appear here 1—Yes. 
23363. By whom %—By the crofters and cottars. 
23364. Of what district ?—I was first elected by the south end and 

then approved of by the whole. 
23365. Where was the meeting held!—At Mr Peter Muir's, the first 

one, in the room belonging to the central schooL 
23366. You heard what Mr Muir said to-day r—Yes. 
23367. Have you a paper 1—No. 
23368. Have you a statement to make ?—Yes. The chief grievance I 

can gather from the whole of these meetings, is that we have too little 
land and that what there is of it is too poor; and that we want fixity of 
tenure, and compensation. There is also a grievance about the sea-weed 
which is used as manure for the land, and another about the kelp. The 
first I mentioned was that we have too little land. I suppose a crofter to 
have, say, 4 or 6 acres of good land. Well, the disadvantages which the 
crofter feels, is that he requires to buy a horse and cart, a plough, and 
harrow, and several other implements, before he can cultivate even these 
4 or 6 acres. He has that horse to get; and then the croft does not supply 
one-half or one-third the work for which he has the material. One horse 
cannot plough, and, consequently he has to join with another crofter 
having about his own dimensions of the farm, and the consequence is that 
it is only every alternate day he can get in the labouring season to go on 
with his own work. He is idle when his neighbour is at work, unless he 
can get a job from a big farmer or from some one else. This is very well 
while he is young and strong; then he may perhaps find a job, but not 
when he gets old upon this small croft, and when his family are all grown 
up and away—they go one by one, and the last one has to go because 
there is nothing for him to live by or to clothe him, perhaps not even so 
much bread as will be food enough, from so small a lot of land. The con­
sequence is that the old man, as long as he is able must labour away at 
his small croft, and when he is entirely failed he must give it up to the 
proprietor, and he has no chance now except, indeed, he calls upon the 
Parochial Board for relief; whereas, had he a few acres more, he could 
have retained a son, and perhaps a daughter along with him had there 
been anything for food and clothes for them. He applies to the Parochial 
Board, and they send him to the poorhouse and he gets board for himself 
and his wife. In this way he is a burden upon the parish, but if he had 
only a little more land his son and daughter might keep the thing going, 
and the public at large, and the man himself, would be much better. That 
is all I shall say about the man who has a small croft of good land. But 
there are other crofters who have poor land. That mainly consists of 
heath, reclaimed and ploughed and cultivated. Well, even then it yields 
very little. There is some of it lying bare at this day. Now the quantity 
of grain obtained from that is so very little, that, although the rent is not 
high, it can never yield very much. I have seen some of that land which 
has been cultivated now for twenty years, and I don't believe it is any 

ORKNEY. 

SANDAY. 

James 
Brims. 
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ORKNEY, better than when the first crop came off i t ; in some cases it is worse. 
Then another kind of poor land is that adjoiniug these shores, where the 

SANDAY. c ^ j - . g a r e -^gk a n ( j w k e r e t n e s e a break;g o v e r these cliffs and the waves 
John Hay. saturate the ground when it is just about to blossom, and in that ground 

there is never any grain; nothing for meal nor anything,—and I have 
even seen it so saturated that is was of no use even for fodder for animals. 
Another kind of poor land is the sandy land. There are several crofts of 
that kind which yield fairish crops, but the grain is not heavy. But, although 
it beats heath in grain crops, they have I believe, a greater disadvantage, 
because those who occupy the sand can raise neither cattle nor sheep to be 
any help to them, for if they attempt to keep any beyond a few months 
they die on their hands. I spoke also of fixity of tenure. I have seen 
what I should call ravages committed amongst the crofters and cottars in 
that matter. I have seen just wholesale evictions, whereby the whole 
district was depopulated to make way for a large farm. Of these men there 
remains not one now, with the single exception of an old man who 
occupies a house on the farm of Howe ; he and his sister are all who 
remain out of 12 or 14 cottars holding from the principal farmer. When 
the principal farmer left, and a new farmer came, that was the time when 
this wholesale eviction took place. That was the largest eviction I have 
ever witnessed, but now and again I have seen evictions. I have seen 
them often ; I have seen them in the south end. I remember a man 
called Richard Peace was evicted for some dispute—there are men here 
who can explain why he was summoned to remove ; the information could 
be got, but I think it was some dispute about sea-weed or kelp. 

23369. When did that large eviction take place 1—Somewhere between 
twenty and thirty years ago, maybe nearer thirty; but the case of Richard 
Peace is more recent. There was an eviction in Burness, where three 
families were evicted apparently for no public cause, at any rate. But I 
will give an illustration of that, as I am personally acquainted with it. I 
rented a small croft from Colonel Balfour, or at least, from his factor, 
I had been three years there and the barn was useless, and there never 
had been any stable. I asked the factor to put up a new barn and a 
stable, and he answered that if I required a new barn and a stable I could 
put them up for myself. But I forgot to say that I would do it myself if 
I got security. I was told about that, that if the security I already had 
did not please me, I could leave. Well I saw no chance for myself or 
family, so I built the barn the one year and I built the stable the next. 
By this time I had a pair of horses. I had occupied this barn and stable 
two years when I was summoned to remove at Martinmas. I had no 
place to go to ; my old mother was alive, and I asked her liberty to get 
myself and family in the end of her small croft so that I could get time to 
look out some other way. I asked that at the factor, but was completely 
refused and sent out. One neighbour took one horse in beside his own 
and another took my other horse, and there was an old hole of a byre 
which contained my cow and calf. Now my fodder got done at the end 
of the year, and I had nothing to give my horse. I sold the youngest 
one for £4, 10s., and the man who bought him—I believe he is here just 
now—kept him a very short time until he was offered £40 for him. Now 
these were losses I sustained from being summoned to remove. 

23370. Why were you summoned to remove 1—There was no reason ; 
I was not due them a farthing. I wa3 not having any row with a 
neighbour; but simply, I believe, because my old mother had a small 
croft alongside; and I suppose they thought, because she had that, that I 
was getting a byre and horses with a view to assist her as well as doing 
my own work 
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23371. How was that a reason for removing you ?—I don't know that. ORKNM.Y. 
I cannot answer that question further than that it was thought that that 
was the reason. SANDAY. 

23372. To whom was the land given ?—To a Robert Cursitor. John ìlav 
23373. At the same rent Ì—At the same rent. About the sea-weed ; 

the large farmers generally claim most of it, and if the small crofter 
requires any he won't be allowed; or if the large fanner has a ton, he will 
perhaps sell it to the small crofter, and I believe that is only to those on 
the same estate. But since the kelp has been discussed I don't think I 
need delay you about it. But there are some things I may be allowed to 
mention. A man had not stored his kelp, and the consequence was that 
when he went into the market he got 10s. less for it because it had not 
been stored—that was the man who made it. Well, there was no store 
supplied by the proprietor, yet because of not storing he lost 10s. a ton. 
I think that is the most of what I have to say. 

23374. With regard to your removal, you said it was because your 
mother had a small croft ?—Yes, that was pretty freely discussed. 

23375. Was she paying her rent, or were you paying it for her 1—She 
was paying i t 

23376. Had she or any of your people applied for parochial relief Ì— 
She was in receipt of parochial relief for an imbecile sister, she had none 
for herself. 

23377. The chief thing of which you complain is that you have too 
little land 1—Yes, of a good kind at least, of the arable. 

23378. What you want is that your croft should be extended in size ? 
—Yes, if that were possible. 

23379. Is there land that can be given to you within easy reach of 
your present habitations ?—There is plenty of land in the parish. There 
is a farm which, I believe is some 1200 or 1400 acres, and the one next 
that is three or four farms thrown together, and I could not say how many 
acres it might contain—perhaps 500 to 800. And the next would bo 
perhaps 500, and another 500 or 600 acres. These are only approximate 
figures. The last mentioned farm is Howe on which the wholesale eviction 
took place. 

23380. You seem to think it a hardship to be obliged to keep a 
horse, because there is not sufficient land for the horse to work 1—• 
Yes. 

23381. But is it not better to have a horse to do the work, which saves 
a human being from work, than to have none 1—Yes. 

23382. People in other places complain that they are not aUowed 
to keep horses, but are obliged to do the work themselves that the horses 
should do Ì—Yes. 

23383. You spoke also of old people being left alone, and their 
families going away. Is that not a universal necessity for young 
people 1—-They are forced to do that when there is nothing for them to 
live upon. 

23334. Can they get no work here at all9—They might, if they 
remained, cultivate the croft. 

23385. But can young men not get fishing to do?—But what I 
meant was, there is a family say, take mine for instance,—I have several 
sons; one is in England, and another is in Kirkwall, and another was 
engaged at a mill, and I have just one little boy forbye. I am able 
to work as much as I have been doing yet ; but the croft I have, 
and my wife alive, would not be able to support us unless I was to make 
some other shift for work Now it comes to be hard if a young man 
has to be hampered like this, and some of them feel it to be so. They 
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think that, if they have got a little ground they would prefer to stick 
with the old folks if they could make a living. 

23386. To live and work with their parents and succeed them at their 
death ?—Well, unmarried, and if the proprietor should agree about that 
there could be no objection. 

23387. But suppose the young man insists on getting married, would 
he still live with his father?—I suppose he might. I am only sup­
posing it to be when the man is very old, and if the son gets married 
about that time, it is not likely the old man would fash them or be any 
hindrance to the young man. I would consider it much better for the 
old man to be beside his son, than in the poorhouse. 

23388. Sir Kenneth Mackenzie.—What warning had you before you 
were removed ?—About six weeks. 

23389. Had you been requested to support your mother's imbecile 
6ister ?—Not then; I was never requested to support her. 

23390. That was not the cause of your removal ?—No. 
23391. Who was Colonel Balfour's factor?—-Mr Calder. 
23392. Is he alive still ?-—No, he is dead. 

Walter Tram WALTER TRAILL DENISON, Farmer, West Park, Cross (53)—examined. 
Dciiison. 

23393. Mr Cameron.—We shall be glad to hear any remarks you may 
wish to make ?—I should say I came here entirely unprepared to make 
any statement, or I should have been better able to answer any questions 
which may be put to me. At the same time I don't think the com­
missioners have had properly represented to them the state and working 
of things in former times, so that you can hardly judge of their present 
condition. From all the evidence you have heard, to day I don't think you 
have got a proper account of how matters stood say eighty years ago, 
when the improvement in agriculture began; and that must be taken into 
account, I think, before you can judge of the conduct of proprietors. 

23394. Where is your farm ?—In Cross parish. 
23395. What is the size of it ?—Some where about 300 acres. 
23396. Is it an arable farm entirely or part pasture and part arable t 

•—Mixed—grain and cattle. 
23397. Is it worked on the five-shift rotation?—Yes. 
23398. W'hat breed of cattle do you keep 1—Crosses or shorthorn or 

the old Orkney breed. 
23399. How long have you been on the farm ?—Since 1851. 
23400. You are a native of this island ?—I am. 
23401. And you are well acquainted with the circumstances of the 

people, both the large and the small farmers ?—I don't know. I am pretty 
well acquainted with the old system, because from my antiquarian tastes 
I have given a good deal of attention to the old system in Orkney. 

23402. I have no doubt what you could tell us would be very interest­
ing ?—Yes, but that would take too long time. 

23403. But the work the Commission has to do is more connected with 
the present system?—Yes, but before you can judge of the conduct of pro­
prietors in dealing with crofters, you would require to know something of 
what they had to do. I don't wish to force it upon you. 

23404. As you have been here resident in the island, occupying a large 
farm since 1851, I am sure you are able and willing to give us what 
information you have relating to the present system of affairs ?—Yes, I 

ORKNEY. 
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don't believe there is living a man more anxious than I am for the ORKNEY, 
welfare of the Orcadians. 

23405. You have been present at our meeting to-day and have heard SAN"PAY. 
the evidence given by the delegates of the crofters ?—I have. Walter Trail] 

23106. Does it occur to you to make any remark, which may arise Denison. 
spontaneously, upon the evidence 1—One remark shocked me very much, 
but it was more a personal matter, and that was what was said about 
Dr Traill. It was stated that his conduct was tyrannical, and that I 
cannot believe from the nature of the man. He is well known as a most 
mild and generous man by all who know him; and the remark ..hich was 
made struck me as being the most ridiculous thing I heard. I don't 
wish to go over the whole of the things that were said. 

23407. With regard to the rents of the crofts and the comparisons 
that have beeu established between the rents paid by the crofters and the 
rents paid by the large farmers, is it your opinion that the crofters pay 
as high or higher or lower rents than large farmers do 1—If you will 
alluw me to confine myself to my own district I will gave you facts. 
My brother and I took the farm of West Burgh in 1851 at £160 , and 
all the land at that time was in a state of cottarage. I don't think you 
understand that. Colonel Balfour was anxious to improve the labouring 
classes, and arranged so that they rented from himself instead of 
holding from the tenant, except in the case of three cottars on our farm. 
Our land was rented in 1851, and so was that of all the crofters, and 
their rents where there has been no vacancy and where they have not 
offered higher rents themselves, are all now what they were then 
while our rent has been increased from £160 to £220. 

23408. So that while your rent has increased from £160 to £220 , 
the rent of the crofters in your immediate neighbourhood has remained 
stationary ?—Yes, except on those crofts which may have become 
vacant and the crofters offered a rise themselves. 

23409. That is, with the exception of those cases where there were 
changes in the holdings ?—Yes j others have remaiued as they were in 
1851. 

23410. Have you observed any improvement in the system of agricul­
ture adopted by the crofters in your neighbourhood?—Most assuredly; 
and that is one great argument in favour of large farms, that mostly all 
the improvements have been and will be introduced by large farmers; for 
instance, the breed of cattle could not have been improved unless by the 
introduction of shorthorn bulls by the proprietors or large farmers. 

23411. The improvement you have noticed in the system of agriculture 
pursued by the crofters, was, in a great measure, owing to the example 
given them by large farmers and by the assistance offered to them in 
improving the breed of cattle ?—Yes. Of course they pay for any assist­
ance they get in that way, but I think the example of the large farmers 
has done a great deaL 

23412. Did they do nothing more than show an example ?—Did they 
give any assistance in the shape of an improved breed of bulls'?—The 
system I have is that the crofters pay for that. 

23413. But they have derived some advantage from the improved breed 
of cattle introduced by large farmers 1—Most assuredly they have. 

23414. In regard to the mode of cultivating their land do you notice 
any improvement among the crofters since 1851 ?—Yes. When we came 
to our farm in 1851 there were two acres of turnips on it, and I don't 
know if the crofters—I don't remember—had more than you could plant 
in a patch in a garden, and now they all have a regular proportion of 
turuip crop to feed their cattle duriug winter. They sell some of their 
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ORK"N"EY. cattle, year olds and two-year olds. On our farm we have on an average 
~~; 40 acres of turnip. 

. A N D A r . 23415. The crofter's holdings are all enclosed by fences ?-— Yes. 
Waiter Traill 23416. Their arable land ?—-No. 

lvnisnn. 23417. Their pasture land is not enclosed Ì—No. 
23418. We heard that the boundaries of the pasture land were marked 

off by stones or marks of some kind and not by fences?—Not by fences. 
23419. Is that the cause of any disagreement amongst them 1—Not that 

I am aware of, because they all tether their cattle. The crofters in my 
district have also a small park which they rent, but I think they generally 
tether in it as well. 

23420. Do the crofters in your district keep any sheep ?—I think so, 
but not a large number. 

23421. What breed are they 1—Crosses with Leicester and Cheviot, and 
then they are crossed in and in ; perhaps a shepherd would not say that 
was the proper word. 

23422. They work their land on the five-shift rotation 1—Generally 
they do. Some of us work on the six-shift where there is a large supply 
of sea-weed, which enables us to take two crops of grass. 

23423. With regard to the cottar system, you have heard the evidence 
given by one of the more recent witnesses that the cottars object to hold­
ing land under a large tenant rather than under the landlord, and being 
compelled to work for the tenant at a fixed rate of wages ; does that go on 
at all in your neighbourhood ?—Oh; Yes. 

23424. What is your opinion about it ?—I don't see how the large 
farms could be well wrought without labourers. The history of that with 
regard to our farm is this ; there are ten or eleven crofters and they were 
obliged to work to us when we wanted a hand on the large farm; but an 
they have improved in circumstances and the price of cattle has risen they 
have nearly all refused to work and we have not enforced it. In 1851 
when we came to the place they were all anxious for the work. I have 
only enforced the work in the case of three who are cottars on my own 
farm. I distinguish those who hold from the tenant as cottar, and those 
who hold from the landlord as crofters. 

23425. What did you do for labour when these crofters refused to 
work Ì—Did without them, and fell back on my own three. I did not 
enforce it on them so strictly at first, but when the others refused I fell 
back on them. 

23426. Do you think if the cottars were to hold directly from the land­
lord without any restriction as to labour, that the farmer and cottar would 
be able to arrive at a satisfactory understanding between themselves as to 
the labour and the price to be paid for it Ì—I don't think so, because if 
the cottar was weU off and getting good prices he would refuse to work at 
a reasonable wage ; that is my opinion. 

23427. But where else could he get work 1—He would not need to work 
if he succeeded other ways. 

23428. Are the crofts sufficiently large to maintain a family without 
anything else 1—I think most of them are. 

23429. "What size of crofts are they about you 1—I really could not 
say. 

23430. What rents do they pay t—Some of them £4, but I could not 
say exactly. Some of them are under £4 . 

23431. But a crofter could not maintain himself on a croft of that size 1 
—That depends on the quantity and quality of the land. 

23432. But the land which he could probably occupy for so small a 
rent, unless it was a very low rent, would hardly enable him to support 
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himself ?—- It Is a very iuvidious thing to say in a public place; it is ORKNEY, 
regarded a most unneighbourly thing tosay your neighbour's land is cheap - 7 ~ 

23433. But if a crofter held direct from the landlord, would he not be Walter Traill 
compelled by force of circumstances to work somewhere ? and in that case Denison. 
where would he find work except that of the large tenant who is his 
neighbour?—It is a very difficult thing to deal with. I wish there was 
some other system, for I detest the idea of a man working for me when he 
is not willing to do ic. But weather favourable for working on the large 
farm is favourable to the crofter. The three cottars on my farm I took 
on the express understanding that they should work for me—I told them 
the whole thing—aud there is only one of them who has ever quarrelled 
about it. I threatened to rent him higher, and we had some talk about 
it. I always said to him. ' Put yourself in my position and see what 
* you would do.' 

23434. What did he say to that ?—He did not say what he would do. 
23435. Did he decline to put himself in your position ?—He did not say 

much as far as I remember. 
23436. Taking the good side and the bad side of it, what is the 

impression you have of this system of cottar holdings with forced labour? 
—I don't see how the large farmers could get on without it. I cannot 
imagine how Housebay, for instance, could be worked without labourers 
being obliged to give work to the farmer. 

23437. Is it the custom all over the islands to work in that way ?— 
I think it is pretty generally the custom. 

23438. But not universal?—Not universal. 
23439. Do you know how they manage in those parts where it is not 

the custom ?—They get through somehow, but I think it must be difficult. 
Colonel Balfour's crofters in the south part of the parish are not bound to 
work. 

23440. And how do the large tenants get on there?—I suppose they 
get on f8 best they can, but with difficulty I should think. 

23441 What is the poor-rate in your parish ?—About Is. 2d. including 
school rate for the tenant; or it may be Id. more or less. 

23442. Does that include the road rate?—No, the road rate was Is. 
in the £ 1 . 

23443. And the other two Is. 2d. or Is. 3d?—Is. 2d. I think, the 
tenant's share of it, and the people the same, of course. 

23444. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—Are you a native of Orkney?—I am. 
23445. Do your family belong to it ?—They do. 
23446. For a long time?—I think they came in the 16th century—at 

least that is the tradition—from Fifeshire. 
23447. Do you hold any land of your own ?—None; I have no land 

right or interest except the farm I hold. 
23448. Are you surprised that these cottars and small people who arc 

obliged to give this labour are dissatisfied ?—I don't know exactly how to 
answer. I am not very much surprised, it is just human nature, 1 
suppose. 

23449. You said to one of the cottars to put himself in your place ; I 
want you to put yourself in his place. Would you be pleased with this 
state of matters ?—It is the bargain I made. I told the men these were 
the rules, and he was very glad to get the place, and I would hold that a3 
an honest man he was bound to implement his bargain. 

23450. You said that you were not able to get labour elsewhere, and 
were bound to fall back upon your own three cottars ?—Yes. 

23451. Are you very strict on these three people in the number of days? 
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ORKNEY. —One. of them thinks so. I don't know that I am very hard. I could 
not tell you the number of days I employ them in the year; I have never 

SANDAY. - o o k e d . n t 0 t h a f c 

Walter Traill 23452. Do you think it Ì3 a good system, or can be good, in these modern 
Penison. days when everybody should bring hi3 labour to the dearest market, and 

that is perfectly understood all over the country, that there should exist a 
system whereby it is necessary to prop it up artihcially in this form I—I 
think it is bad, if we could only find a better. It is a most unpleasant 
thing to me to ask a man to work who is not willing to do it. But the 
man who complains was very glad to take the house at the rent he is pay­
ing, and but for the work I would get more rent for the cothouse. 

23453. Could you get on at all on the farm without this labour, paying 
a smaller rent 1—It would be a very difficult thing, especially in the most 
important time when the turnips have to be thinned—very difficult 
indeed. 

23454. You cannot give me a direct answer 1—No, because I have 
never tried i t ; I don't know. I have no permanent hirers but girls or 
boys to work at the turnips, unless these cottars. 

23455. Unless the proprietor made it compulsory on the small crofters 
and cottars to give this labour, would the farmer get the labour 1—I don't 
think so ; I cannot get it. 

23456. What is it that makes these small people agree to this onerous 
condition, to give this labour 1—The desire to have a holding and some 
land. 

23457. It is not to some extent trading upon the wishes and desires of 
the people to remain in the place where they have been brought up 1— 
Very likely. 

23458. It is something like a case where their poverty but not their 
will consents 1—Very often probably. 

23459. Have you ever been able to solve this difficult question of 
landlord and tenant in a satisfactory manner?—Except for that one 
thing of asking people to work who don't want to do it, looking to the 
whole of Orkney, I don't know a time—and I am pretty certain I know 
about as much about their affairs as most people do—when labouring 
people in the country were better off than they are at the present moment. 
A class for whom I feel, and whose case has not been stated before, is the 
ploughmen. 

23460. Will you state briefly what you wish to say about them Ì—I 
will tell you what I wish. I wish the proprietors would make it a rule, 
that whenever there was a croft and house vacant on the estate, the plough­
man who had been longest on the property should get the croft It would 
be an inducement to the ploughman to take care and lay by something of 
his wages for an expected croft which he might some time get; whereas 
now they have no inducement to save, and are apt to be careless in their 
habits, owing to having no hope of rising. 

23461. I t is not a common thing for a ploughman to save a little money 
and take a croft 1—In some cases it is. 

23462. But no such inducement has been held out by proprietors 1—1 
don't think it has ever been published as a rule on any estate that I am 
acquainted with, aud that is what I should like it to be. 1 think it would 
do a great deal of good to that class. 

23463. And a ploughman who has been upon a big farm, is a very 
likely man to improve a small croft if he got it 1—I should say so, whereas 
now he has no inducement and no hope before him of rising out of his 
own class. He must labour hard ten hours a day, and when he becomes 
an old man there is very little hope for him. 
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23464. Except to fall upon the poors-roll ?—Yes. ORKNEY, 
23465. The training and habits of such a man are just such as would 

be very important upon a croft %—I should say the very best. SANDAV. 
23466. Have you heard any of them yourself express an opinion upon „ r ~ . 

the subject 1—I dare say in the course of casual couversation I have j but Deuison^1 

I had no power to do anything. 
23467. But your couversation with them led you to believe that they 

would very much like such a thing Ì—I have no doubt they would. I t 
might be rarely they would get such a chance, but the hope of it would 
have a most beneficial effect upon them and their families. 

23468. Is the whole of this island, or nearly as much of it as can be 
reclaimed, already taken in Ì—I think the greater part of it. There is a 
large tract of capital land in the south end given to a lot of crofters by 
Colonel Balfour for nothing, the ostensible reason being for drying kelp ; 
and I don't see why the delegates don't tell the good side as well as the 
bad side. 

23469. Have we had any delegates from that locality?—No. 
23470. What is the district V-The south end of the island, on Colonel 

Balfour's property. His crofters have there, I think, from 15 to 25 acres 
of land for which they pay no rent at all. 

23471. Not even Is. ?—I believe not. 
23472. How long have they had it 1 Did they get it upon an improv­

ing lease 1—I don't think they have any lease. 
23473. Would it not be better to give them an improving lease 1—I 

think so, decidedly. But when Colonel Balfour came to the property in 
1840, it was all lying in the old system, cots lying here and there and 
everywhere, all through the farm, and no enclosures. He wished to 
improve his property and he squared off the farms and freed the cottars 
from the old system of working. They talk about hardships now, they 
little know what their fathers did. I know a farm where they had to 
rise in the winter mornings and thresh the whole day, and their wages 
were nothing—all paid in kind. Colonel Balfour did away with all that 
system, and some of the crofters who are now complaining thought it was 
the best thing that could be done for them. Some of them I believe were 
shifted to poorer ground; some of them have capital land. I am ac­
quainted with crofters on Colonel Balfour's estate—whose crofts if they 
were put into the market, would bring at once a third more than the rent 
they are paying. 

23474. Is not the reason for that, not that the croft really could afford 
that rent but that there is a demand for a small quantity of ground ?— 
Some of them could afford it, and some of them, where the people have 
offered so much themselves, are rented at full value, I think. 

23475. The Chairman.—Reasoning from your own personal observations 
and your researches into the history of the past, do you think the labour­
ing classes in this island now, are better off all round than they have ever 
been at any period 1—Most assuredly they are ; there never was a time 
when Orcadians were better clad, better fed or better housed. If you were 
only to go 400 yards with me, I could show you a sample of the old 
houses ; and if you had time to go through the island I could show you an 
old and a new house in juxtaposition, so that you could compare them. 
And the people know all that perfectly well. A labouring man formerly 
had no such thing as a leather boot or shoe, only rivellings, and they walked 
through wet and dry with these. I have heard them tell their hardships 
and they were enough to make one sick. 

23476. Do you think the working hours of the labouring clases are now 
shorter and easier than they were in former times ?-—Yes. Now they 
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ORKNEY, work the regular ten hours; then they had to rise—I don't say it was 
—— universal—but in winter, I know they rose in one place at four o'clock 
NDAY. aud wrought in a hot barn threshing, and an overseer was present to see 

Walter Traill that the threshing was well done. They then went home and took break-
Deuisou. fast, and when it was light, they had to go back to the farm and work as 

long as it was daylight, which was a little after three o'clock. 
23477. What were a ploughman's wages in 1851?—£3, 10s. and 

£3 , 15s. was what we paid; and we had a barn man--that is a man to 
superintend in the barn, and he got £4 , which was considered the highest 
wages at the time. 

23478. £ 4 in money?—Yes, in the six months, and 4 stones of meal in 
the month, and a piut of new milk. 

23479. Had he any cow's grass ?—No, 
23480. But take the case of a married ploughman ?—The first man we 

had, had £8 . I cannot tell when that was, but I think it was sometime 
in 1856. 

23481. House rent free]—House rent free, which they count for 
nothing at all. 

23482. How much milk ?—A pint of a ìì\ per diem. 
23483. What potatoes ?—It was so m i ± setting—60 chains as a rule— 

and he provided the seed himself. 
23484. How many bolls of meal ?—Hrlf a boll a month—6 bolls in the 

year; and two tons of coals a year. 
23485. Do you think that is all?—I think so. 
23486. What does he get at this moment ?—I give you an average ; I 

pay on an average £19, 10s. in money. 
23487. And a house rent free ?—Yes. 
23488. Is it a better house, or the same ?—The same. Of course I 

keep the houses in repair, at least I should do it. 
23489. How much milk ?—The same—a pint. 
23490. How many potatoes ?—The same of potatoes. 
23491. And the same number of bolls of meal and the same quantity of 

coals ?—Yes. 
23492. Then the advantage is that the money wage ha3 been more 

than doubled 1—Yes. 
23493. From £ 8 to £19, 10s. ?—With me that is so. 
23494. So that he gets £11 , 10s. more than he did in money. Are the 

expenses of a labouring man's life much increased? are the commodities 
he uses much dearer than they were in 1856?—I don't think so. During 
the time of the"American war cotton was much up in price; but otherwise, 
I don't think the commodities were dearer. I am not aware of anything 
that has risen in value.* 

23495. Is the daily pint of milk imperial measure or what ?—The 
Scotch pint. 

23496. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—It was you who told Mr Brims about 
1 bowmen' ?—That is my idea of the derivation of the word. But I 
should tell you that a much greater authority, Hill Burton, derived it from 
the old Scotch word bolL But we had in Orkney, in old times what 
they called oncalls as well, which was a different kind of service, Bowmen 
were exactly the same as old ploughmen. In 1706 the bowmen's wages 
were ten pounds Scots, and half a cow's hide for what we call shodding 
instead of boots or shoes, and meal and bere. The oncalls were men at 
the call of the farmer or proprietor. At that time proprietors in Orkney 
lived very much on their properties, and the system of oncalls was con­
tinued till the present century, and the oncalls had to come when there 
was extra work at the farm, such as taking in a stack. There was no such 

* See Appendix A, LIX. 
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thing then as carting in a stack; they had all to be brought in on people's ORKNEY-
backs. And if there wa3 any extra push in taking up sea-weed, and addi- _ —— 

tional hands were required, oncalls would be called in. 
23497. The Chairman.—If there is any information you would like to Walter Traill 

give a3 to the ancient state of the county you would oblige us by giving Denison. 
it us by letter ?—If I had had time I would have done it before. 

23498. But you might still do it and send it to us ?—I am sure I am 
most anxious for the benefit of my county; I am proud of my county. 
I don't know any county in Great Britain which has improved so much as 
Orkney has within the last fifty years. I am proud to see such a church 
as we are now assembled in, although I do not belong to the denomina­
tion. 

23499. Was this church built by local subscription ?—Mostly ; I think 
so at least. I know four-fifths of the congregation are crofters and farm 
servants ; and it shows that the people are willing to pay for their 
principles. 

23500. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—And pay for the land too if they could 
get it I—Yes. 

DAVID WALLACE, Bratsfold, Burness (51)—examined. David 
Wallace 

83501. Tlie Chairman.—Whom do you represent ? Are you a delegate 1 
—Yes, I just represent the parish of Burness. 

23502. Who chose you %-— About fourteen or fifteen of my own people. 
23503. Here just now 1—Yes. 
23504. Are you a crofter ?—A small farmer. 
23505. Have you any connection with the fishing 1—No. 
23506. What is your rent?—£15. 
23507. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—What statement have you to make on 

behalf of your co-parishioners of Burness ?—Our grievances are high rent, 
no security of tenure, and no compensation for anything we do. 

23508. Have you any leases at all ?—No. 
23509. Who is your proprietor?—Captain Horwood. 
23510. Is he proprietor of the whole parish ?—Of the whole parish. 
23511. How many people may be in the parish altogether ?—I am not 

exactly sure ; perhaps fifty or fifty-two tenants. 
23512. That will be altogether between 200 and 300 people ?—There is 

that at any rate. 
23513. Upwards of 300?— There is that at any rate. 
23514. How long have you had your own place?—Twelve years I 

think. 
23515. Did you succeed your father?—No. 
23516. You came into it yourself?—I succeeded my father-in-law. 
23517. Has your rent been raised since you became tenant yourself?—• 

Yes. 
23518. What was it when you succeeded twelve years ago?—£11. 
23519. And what is now?—£15. 
23520. Was it put up to that at once ?—Yes. 
23521. At one swoop?—Yes. 
23522. What advantage did you get when the rent was raised that 

way ?—No advantage. 
23523. No increase of your land ?—No; none. 
23524. Were your houses improved?—No, nothing but what we do 

ourselves. 
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ORKNEY. 

S AN DAY. 

David 
Wallace. 

23525. What was the meaning of this jump ?—In the old way the 
property was not squared, one had an acre aud another had an acre ; and 
then the property was squared and rents were raised. 

23526. Was anybody's rent reduced ?—Not that I am aware of. 
23527. And are your co-parishioners complaining in the same way, that 

their rents were raised ?—Just the same. 
23528. Does the proprietor live upon the estate'—Yes, for most he 

does now; but he did not do it formerly. 
23529. Is this parish the only property he has got ?—He has a small 

farm forbye the parish—about 70 acres or something like that. 
23530. Have you ever asked him for a lease ?—No. 
23531. Do you think he would give you one ?—I don't know, I did not 

ask it. 
23532. Is he a kind landlord on the whole ?—Yes, he is. 
23533. Is there any big farm in the parish1?—There is one; there is 

none very large except one. 
23534. What is the size of it 1—1 don't know. 
23535. "What rent is it paying?—About £130 I suppose. 
23536. Has it always been as big as that 1—No. 
23537. It has been added to, has it1?—Yes. 
23538. At the expense of small holdings?—Yes. 
23539. Are you complaining of that farm?—Well, no; of course we 

did complain to our proprietor at the time that some of the best soil was 
taken from us. 

23540. Well ?—Well, we did not get i t ; it is in with his. 
23541. Did you get a reduction of rent ?—No. 
23542. What stock do you keep ?—I keep two horses, two cows, two 

two-year-olds, two calves and four sheep. 
23543. Is that about the average of the parish ?—No, I think not; I 

think the average will be above that. 
23544. Do you mean that the average rent is above £15 and the 

average stock greater than you stated ?—Yes, I think so. 
23545. Do you make your living out of the farm ?—Yes. 
23546. What are you able to sell in a year of animals off the farm ?— 

Two two-year-olds yearly. 
23517. What price do you generally get for them?—Perhaps £29 on an 

average for the two of them. 
23548. Can you sell anything else ?—Yes, I sell perhaps, two sheep. 
23549. What will they bring you 1—About £4. 
23550. I suppose corn and other produce of that sort is all consumed 

on the farm ?—Yes. 
23551. Are you obliged to buy anything ?—No, I don't buy any grain 

for living on; I can raise as much as does for the family. 
23552. You really pay your rent and have something over out of the 

animals you sell, the two-year olds and two sheep ?—Yes, I pay my rent 
out of that. 

23553. But you find it enough to do to make both ends meet 1—More 
than it can do many times ; there are many things besides rent. 

23554. Do you do anything besides farm?—No. 
23555. Have you any family ?—Yes. 
23556. Do they help the household ?—They go out to service. 
23557. Do they help the house ? Do they send any money to you ?— 

No. 
23558. Do you know how many acres you have got ?—18£. 
23559. And have you a share of the grass or commonty %—-No, it is all 

in for arable property as it were. 
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23560. You have nothing but the 18 acres ?—No. ORKXi:v. 
23561. What are the taxes besides the £15 you pay?—I pay 15s. c.T~"Y 

of road money ; and the same for school rate and other rates. ' 
23562. Three shillings a pound for these three things?—A shilling a David 

pound for each of these things. Wallace. 
23563. That will bring your rent up to between £17 and £18 ?—Yes. 
23564. If your rent had been left at £11 you would have been satisfied Ì 

-—Yes. 
23565. That is about the fair rent you want?-—Yes, £ 1 0 or £11 ; I 

think so. 
23566. When you succeeded twelve years ago to the^small farm, were 

the whole 18 acres taken in, or was some of it waste ?—A good deal of it 
was waste. 
• 23567. And you have taken that in yourself ?—Yes. 

23568. Is it all in now ?—All that is intended to be taken. 
23569. You cannot give any reason why the rent was raised from £11 

to £15 ?—No. 
23570. Had you improved the croft before the £15 was put on in 

part ?—All that I could do. 
23571. And that is all the thanks you got for improving ?—Yes. 
23572. Putting £ 4 on you?—Yes. 
23573. And you don't like that ?—No, I don't. 
23574. Is what you have now stated in regard to your own position 

very much the case with all the other people in the parish ?—To a greater 
or less extent. 

23575. Particularly those who are here to-day who delegated you to 
come—their grievances are the same as you have stated ?—Much the 
same. 

23576. Then you are liable to be turned out, are you, at next Whit­
sunday ?—Yes. 

23577. You have no lease or writing of any kind ?—None. 
23578. What length of lease would you like to have ?—Perhaps nineteen 

or twenty-one years, so that a person would have some time for any 
improvements. 

23579. Do you keep your own buildings in order ?—Yes, I have done 
it all along with the exception of last year when I got some slate from 
the proprietor. 

23580. With the exception of that you have done it yourself?—Yes. 
23581. And is it the custom over the parish that the people keep up 

the buildings themselves ?—Yes. 
23582. Your proprietor is Captain Horwood ; has he any factor ?—Yes, 

a manager, Mr John Scott, who is here to-day. The wrong of our island 
is not soil, but large farms ; there is soil enough for us all if it were 
equally divided. 

23583. But you have stated just now that your holding is sufficient to 
maintain yourself and your family; why do you want more land ?—I said 
as regarded bread. I was asked if ends met and I said no. 

23584. Before that you said you were not dependent on other work ? 
-—Neither I am. 

23585. You seem an intelligent man, have you been reading in the 
newspapers reports of the proceedings of this commission in other parts 
of Scotland 1—Yes, I have read them. 

23586. Has it ever occurred to you that crofters in some other districts 
are not so well off as you are yourself ?—I could not exactly say that. 

23587- Do you think we often come upon people who get £29 for two 
beasts and £4 for two sheep and have crops sufficient for themselves and 

5 B 
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ORKNEY, their families without doing any other work; have you ever seen any instance 
of that in the evidence which you have read of crofters themselves or 

SANDAY. t u e j r a e i e g a t e s i—i Could not say that ; I could not say that I remember 
David that. 

"Wallace. 23588. The Chairman.—You said the land had been squared. Did 
you mean there had been a new division—that different crofts had been 
consolidated ?—Yes, a new division. 

23589. The land of the different crofters, which had formerly been 
scattered was all taken, and each crofter got his lot consolidated?—Yes. 

23590. How long is it since that was done?—Four years ago. 
23591. Since your croft was consolidated or put into one piece is it 

more valuable aud convenient than it was before ?—Yes, it is more 
convenient. 

23592. And because it is more convenient, it is also in some degree 
more valuable ?—Yes. 

23593. The proprietor has done something for you—he has put every 
man upon his own place 1—Yes. 

23594. When the rent of the croft was raised was the land valued by 
a valuator at all ?—No. 

23595. It was just done by the factor ?—Yes, or the proprietor. 
23596. How many years have you been there?—Twenty-two years. 
23597. Are you getting much higher prices for your cattle now than 

twenty-two years ago ?—Yes. 
23598. And for sheep too ?—Yes. 
23599. Do you seU the sheep for twice as much as twenty-two years 

ago ?—No. 
23600. But a good deal more ?—Yes, it is more. 
23601. And cattle too ?—Yes. 
23602. During all the years you have been there has the proprietor 

not executed any repairs or improvements on the buildings at all ?—No, 
with the exception which I mentioned, of giving me slates last summer. 
But it was not the same proprietor then as now. 

23603. Do you think the new proprietor is an improvement?—I have 
nothing to say against him as a proprietor some ways. 

23604. Was it the old proprietor or the new one who raised the rents 
£ 4 ?—-The new one. 

23605. Professor Machinnon.—You said you wished to get fixity of 
tenure, is it the case that many people upon the property are removed ? 
—No, he has not removed any except one house. 

23606. But still you would like security that you would not be 
removed ?—Yes, when I repaired the house I would like some security. 

23607. And compensation for any improvements you might make ?— 
Yes. 

23608. Supposing you had the fixity of tenure you ask for, what 
improvements would you be disposed to make on your own croft just 
now ?—Well I don't know. I would build some more houses. 

23609. Could you improve it so as to make it more productive?—No, 
I think I have done all I could in that direction. 

23610. Could you rear more stock upon it ?—No, I don't think I 
could. 

23611. So that you could not make more money in a year out of it ?—-
No, I don't expect that. 

23612. And you consider, since there is no possibility of improvement 
in that way, the rent is rather high ?—Yes, I do think that. 

23613. Do you make butter and cheese or anything of that sort?—No 
23614. And you sell no grain ?—No. 
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23615. Just the outcome of the stock?-—Just. ORKNEY. 
23616. The people of the parish are much about the same way. What Q "~— 

do the young people do when they leave school Ì—Go to service chiefly. , _ •' 
23617. In the place?—Some in the place and some out of the place; David 

some in the island and some leave the island. Wallace. 
23618. Do you think it would be difficult if a sufficient wage was given, 

to get among the people of the island labour enough for the big farms ?— 
I could not say ; I think so. 

23619. "Where do the people come from—the bowmen—do they belong 
to the place ?—Some belong to the place and some to other islands. 

23620. Is there always a sufficient supply of them ?—There is. 
23621. What do their families betake themselves to?—Service. 
23622. In the place or out of it wherever they get it best ?—Yes. 
23623. So that, in such a populous place you don't see any difficulty, if 

sufficient wages were given by the big farmer, why they should not get 
the service they want ?—Yes. 

23624. Do you see any difficulty about it?—I don't complain about 
the wage so much. 

23625. But so far as people are available for service, do you see any 
reason why there should be forced labour in connection with the farms ? 
If a better wage was given for labour you think there would be enough 
men and women ?—Yes. 

23626. What is your objection to having big farms on the property ?— 
Because I think if there were not big farms, we of the poorer class would 
be more comfortable than we are, and I think we would have no paupera 
to keep up, for every person could support their own. 

23627. Is it off the big farms that pauperism comes ?—I think so, 
because we are not fit to support the poor. 

23628. I suppose very few of the substantial crofters of the place 
become paupers in their old age?—-Oh, yes. 

23629. Very rarely ?—Oh yes, many of them do; those who have not 
children fit to support them must become paupers. 

23630. Those who have occupied a good croft like your own in their 
lifetime, is it not a thing of rare occurrence to find them falling to be 
supported by the rates in old age ?—No, it is not a rare occurrence; it 
often happens.* 

23631. And do you think that also might be relieved if there were 
fewer large farms ?—Yes. 

23632. How would that be brought about 1—If I had more property to 
support my parents or whatever it is. 

23633. Or to lay by something for your old age?—Yes, so that I 
would not become a pauper myself; and I think that is the idea of others 
besides me. 

23634. You would be quite ready to take a larger place if you got it Ì 
—A little more, but not very large. 

23635. Do you think it is a bad thing altogether to have a big farm 
now and again in the place ?—I don't mean to say every one should be 
equal in size; but one man to have a 1000 acres and another only two, I 
don't think it is equal. 

23636. You would not like to see crofts all of the same 6ize?—Yes, I 
would like to see farms about the same size. 

23637. But you have about this place too many big farms ?—Yes. 
23638. They are too many and too big ?—Yes. 
23639. "What other advantage in addition to reduction of the rate 

would you expect by breaking up the big farms into smaller holdings ?— 
Comfortable living to those who have small ones. 

* See Appendix A, LIX. 
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ORKNEY. " 23640. By giving them increased holdings ?—Yes, and by making them 
more equalised. 

SAX DAY. 23611. So far as you can go back to the past, do you find the holdings 
DaviTl a r e getting larger or smaller in the district 1—-In the parish I live in there 

"WaUace. is not much difference; but I know other places where the holdings are 
getting larger. 

23612. Do you consider tint a good thing?—No, I consider it a bad 
thing ; the big farms are getting larger. 

23613. But do you consider it a good thing that the crofts should be 
getting larger ?—Yes. 

23611. And that the big farm should get less ?—Yes, but I don't mean 
to put every one to a level. 

23615. Is it within your own recollection that crofts are getting bigger? 
>—No, I dou't think it. 

23616. Are they getting fewer ?—In some cases they are in my recol­
lection. 

23617. I suppose you don't approve of that?—No. 
23618. Would you rather that the crofts should get more in number 

and bigger, and that the farms should get fewer and smaller ?—Yes. 
23619. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—If you add taxes to your rent you are 

paying not much short of £1 an acre %-— Very nigh that, but not altogether. 
23650. And you have nothing outside that ?—Nothing. 
23651. Are you acquainted with the rental in various parts of the 

Highlands ?—No, I am not. 
23652. You don't know that £1 an acre is considered there a good 

rent ?—It depends on the soil. 
23653. Mr Cameron.—Do you think they ever get £29 in the High­

lands for two beasts ?—Why not ? I think so, surely; it depends on the 
quality. 

23651. Two years old?—Yes, it depends on the quality. 
23655. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—Do you get as good a price for beasts 

as the big farmer ?—I think so. 
23656. And so far as you have got stock, it is as good as that of the 

big farmer?—Yes, as far as I can make out. 
23657. Has the big farmer done anythingr

èto improve the breed?—Oh, yes. 

Rev. MATTHEW ARMOUR, Free Church, Sanday (63)—examined. 

Rev. Matthew 23658. Tlie Chairman.—You are the only Free Church minister in 
Armour. t n e isian(j ?_Yes. 

23659. How long have you been here ?—About thirty-five years 
23660. Do you belong to the county ?—No, I do not; I belong to the 

West of Scotland. 
23661. What county?—Renfrewshire ; I belong to Paisley. 
23662. Looking back on the condition of the people when you first 

came here, what Ì3 your opinion? has their condition been progressive? 
are they better off physically and morally than they were at that time ?— 
Their circumstances have improved, no doubt, and they are better, I won't 
say physically—they were a strong people then, and perhaps some of them 
stronger than any living now—but I think that morally and socially the 
people are very greatly advanced. I believe the increase of intelligence 
has caused the present dissatisfaction, and that they want fair play. 

23663. Their physical circumstances are better, and their spiritual 
interests are more cared for ?—Doubtless. 
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23664. With reference to education, do you find it improved?—Yes, ORKNEY, 
quite distinctly advanced as to that . 

23665. Since the Education Act of 1872, have the schools been S A X D A Y-
better taught and better at tended than before that ?—I don't exactly g e v . Matthew 
thiuk they are better taught, but they are better attended ; they are Armour, 
under compulsion now to be present and they must of course, be more 
generally elevated than before. 

23666. Then, there has been a physical, religious, and intellectual 
progress among the people during your time ?—I believe so. 

23667. And that has taught them to compare their condition with 
what they think it ought to be ?—Exactly. 

23668. Will you briefly inform us in what respect you think the people 
don't get fair play ?—Yes, I am quite prepared to keep tha t as a tex t . 
The people, of course, have eyes, and they know the parishes and see how 
the land is laid out, and they cannot, for the life of them, understand how 
there should be favouritism in the arrangement. You have the whole 
island as it were divided amongst no more than a dozen people, say, at 
the head of their families. The population is 2OOO, and they cannot 
understand at all the reason why these twelve individuals should monopolise 
the land of the parishes ; they don't see any distinction in the lives of these 
people that occupy and monopolise the laud, to entitle them to such a 
position and such privileges. There are plenty of plain people, humble 
men, who are quite able to improve the land, and to exercise their skill 
and ability on more than they can possibly get to employ them ; and I 
believe that that weighs with those who have not sufficient employment 
in leading them to desire that they might have more scope, for their 
abilities, more employment for their precious time. That is one view I 
take of i t ; and I have no doubt but that is the view they take of it. I 
should like it to be well-known tha t there is an undercurrent throughout 
society of great dissatisfaction, and no thing but some effectual remedy 
will bring peace and contentment to the community in this matter. 

23669. You used the expression tha t ' as it were the whole island.' 
I presume you mean the greater part of the island had been appropriated 
as a matter of favouritism to about twelve families. W e are in 
possession of an analysis of occupiers in the island—a short s tatement 
—which, I th ink hardly bears out tha t view of the subject. I don't th iuk 
the monopoly of the land has been quite so great as you imagine ?—You 
will find, perhaps, about twelve large farms over the area of the island. 

23670 . Professor Mackinnon had the great kindness to prepare a 
short analysis of the state of the land occupancy in the island which I 
shall ask him to show.—Professor Mackinnon. The total rental as shown 
by the valuation roll is £ 6 4 0 1 and there are 270 occupants. Ten of these 
270 occupy farms of about £ 1 0 0 a yea r ; all the other farmers are under 
£100 . The gross rental of the ten is £ 2 6 4 2 , 15s. leaving £ 3 7 6 0 to be 
distributed amongst 260 holdings each under £100?—Wel l , tha t qui te 
concurs with my statement. The twelve represent the larger fa rms ; that 
was my statement. 

23671. The Cluiirman.—Your statement was that the whole island wa3 
divided amongst twelve persons ?—I was referring to the bulky portions 
of the island in the hands of no more than about twelve persons—twelve 
families. I am keeping out these smaller ones, because you observe the 
grievance arises from those that are hohling these large tracts. 

23672. Taking off these ten or twelve, how many occupiers are there 
besides them ?—Professor Mackinnon. 260.—Rev. Mr Armour. I under­
stood that the position of the subject before us was this ; tha t those having 
less laud, the numerous people, were placing themselves before you as 
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ORKNEY, petitioners for more land, and my statement referred, and was limited, to 
~" the holders of the great proportion of land. 

23673. The Chairman.—The question between us is simply a question 
Rev. Matthew of degree ; you are speaking here before a large number of persons who 

Armour. may be influenced by your statements, and I understood you to say that 
the whole of this place was divided between twelve families. I don't 
suppose you meant really the whole ; but the fact is that it is only two-
fifths of the rateable value of this island which is divided amongst these 
twelve persons, three-fifths belonging to the smaller class of occupiers. 
I don't mean to say it is right or wrong, but we must be very careful 
of the language we use 1—I have explained what I mean, that if you 
take a walk through the island you will see these large districts in the 
hands of as many people as I have mentioned, and the other people are 
distributed over the small portions generally. There are some of the 
farms uuder these large ones that are considerable farms, I allow; but I 
was just pointing more especially to the arrangement which is objected to. 

23674. How many farms do you think there are between £30 and £100 ? 
—I don't suppose they are very numerous. 

23675. Professor Mackinnon.—Thirty-five. 
23676. The Chairman.—How many are there under thirty. 

' 23677. Professor Mackinnon.—935 —Rev. Mr Armour. That is tho 
district where the complaint lie3. 

23678. The Chairman.—The first complaint you make is the con­
solidation of large areas of the better land in few hands 1—Yes, and I 
would like you to allow me to make a statement. I should not like any 
person to draw the inference that these holders of land are held by me 
in anything else than the highest esteem. There is one individual 
especially who stands very much out in my mind for admiration—a 
farmer in this island, and a farmer in other places in Orkney. I supposo 
he will have four large farms under his management. I look upon that 
man with admiration, because I see he is a man of energy, and a man 
who is to be imitated so far as people can imitate him. He is a mau 
evidently of ability and energy ; I respect him. 

23679. Is he an Orkney man?—Yes; I would not like it to be 
inferred that I held in disesteem those who have that proparty ; that is 
not my meaning. And in regard to our respected friend who gave 
evidence to-day—Mr BrimB—I wish to say that I heard a person who 
knows him better than I do say regarding him (his name was men­
tioned here to-day—Mr Purves—one who is interested in these questions) 
when discussing his position and that of others in the same class, that 
he was - Joseph in Egypt.' Well, there was an Egypt, you observe. 

23680. You stated the first particular in which you think that 
injustice is done to the people. What next, or do you think that is 
the capital grievance 1—I think that those who are managing as things 
are managed just now, are very much the victims of a system ; that 
they feel as they have told you, that they are in a manner helpless. But 
while they were giving that evidence it occurred to me, over and over 
again, that they need not be helpless. The large holders need not want 
working men; they can restrict the area and get their work accom­
plished easily by distributing the land amongst those that are willing to 
work it. If there is a hunger for land on the part of those men who 
have most it is natural surely that those who have little should have the 
same if not a greater hunger for a little more land that they might be 
kept occupied, and advance as others have advanced. 

23681. Do you think this obligatory labour Ì3 a material grievance 
and the cause of much discontent 1—No doubt of that, if you heard the 
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people speaking on that subject you would be saddened, they dislike it so. ORKNEY. 
They look upou it as bondage, of course—the bondage of Egypt, you 
know. They would like to be free to deal with the proprietor—they SANDAY. 
would like to have more material on which to operate—and they would p e v v-itthew 
like their families to be kept at h o m e ; they would like to do justice to Armour. 
them in every possible way ; and that , I believe, is the real remedy for 
all that is wrong in this place. 

23682. Do you think there is legitimate ground for complaint with 
refereuce to the state of the houses ; tha t the proprietors don't spend 
sufficient money upon repairs and amelioration of the houses 1—Generally 
the building of houses is left to the people jus t to do their best. Mr 
Brimm's has told you about his proprietor's way of doing, which is so 
far well, and is appreciated very highly, but, generally speaking, the 
people have to do the whole thing, and when they are going out of it, 
they have no hold upon the proprietor to get one penny. 

23683. Do the public officers—officers of health for instance—per­
form their duties properly Ì—I would rather not say anything of that , 
because I have not had it very particularly before me. 

23684. And the inspectors of poor1?—I would not like to touch on 
that ; I would not like to say anything of that. 

23685. Have you no positive good to say 1—Well, you see they are 
not a very popular class of people in any community. 

23686. W i t h reference to the action of the School Boards, is it 
effectual in obliging children to go to school 1—It is pret ty effectual; it 
is not perfect. I would be very willing to answer any questions in 
regard to the evidence that has been placed before you, as a witness, 
as to whether the evidence was capable of being corroborated by any 
independent observer. 

23687. You have heard the evidence during the course of the day, do 
you think that given on the side of the small tenants is generally 
correct 1—I have reason to believe it is ; and I should have liked if we 
had more evidence of tha t description because it comes from the fountain-
head ; they know the thing from their own bitter experience, many of 
them. They know the grievances they have groaned under and wish to 
have removed. 

23688. Do you think there are any grievances affecting tha t clas3 
which have nut been alluded to1?—That grievance in regard to the small 
farmers confined to sand has not been emphasised. I have been grieved 
to see sometimes, the animals and property of tha t description mere 
skeletons, with no means of recovering their health. They have to sell 
as often as possible so as to have living creatures, the sand seems so 
deleterious to their health. Now the remedy for t ha t is to give these 
people a mix ture of land—what we call land is just a cure apparently 
for the disease. They have to shift them about to keep them in life 
and they have to exchange turnips with those who have land, so as to 
prevent as far as possible the consumption and death of their animals. 
Now, I think there should be some arrangement to keep these poor 
people. 

23689. W h a t is the nature of the sand, is it the sand of the shore ?— 
No, the sand of the farm. 

23690 . Is i t not the sand of the sea which is blown upon the soil 1— 
No , it is the nature of the sand, and the cure, I am told, is put t ing the 
animal upon the fruits of the soil. I should like very much for these people's 
sake that they might have some remedy for what they suffer under. . A s 
to the kelp, I have never heard people saying anything else than tha t 
they would gladly get quit of it altogether. They feel no inclination to 
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ORKNEY, make the kelp, of course, they may perhaps have a little more light to-
day in regard to what it brings in the market than they generally have 

SANDAY. kad, because there has always been a haze and mystery in their minds as 
Rev. Matthew to what the proprietor got. Perhaps they have been magnifying what was 

Armour. got for it, aud on that account they have thought tha t the lion's share 
went to other parties while they had all the trouble and toil of its pro­
duction. I have no doubt, to-day, some light has been thrown by Mr. 
Brim's statement on tha t subject. . 

23691 . Sir Kenneth Mackenzie.—Mr Traill said the cottars were 
bound to provide him with one ton of kelp, and tha t some of his tenants 
made two or three tons. I suppose therefore, everybody does not object 
to the making of this kelp 1 The objection is not universal f—If it is in 
idle time or to keep them busy, it is an advantage, only as it occurs 
tha t the making of it is at a time when they are engaged at the finest stage 
of their own farm work, they dislike it, and often it comes to be a 
hardship. Sometimes they have to let their land stand for the purpose 
of making the kelp. The fact is that they don't like kelp a t a l l ; give 
them land to occupy them, and they will never shed a tear about the 
ceasing of the kelp-making. 

23692. M r Cameron.—As I understand from what you said about the 
occupation of land, you would recommend a redistribution of the land Ì 
— I would recommend this, tha t when a lease came to an end, this rectifica­
tion having been kept in view, should be made so far as it might be 
found to be right and proper ; keeping in view to supply those who had 
a little land, with a little additional land. That is the only practical way 
I can see that it can be done. The t ruth of the matter is this, that there 
is too little time, there is too little attention bestowed on arrangements; 
there is too little t ime bestowed on the part of those who have the 
management of these things. 

23693. I was pointing more particularly to one question, that you 
trust entirely to arrangements being made at the conclusion of the leases, 
and do not wish Parliament to interfere and create a new redistribution 
of the laud from what it is a t present 1—If they will not do i t ? They 
can do a great deal if they only had the will and time. 

23694. But you are not prepared to recommend a forcible redistribu­
tion of the laud Ì—Far from i t ; I hold all the proprietors and others in 
great respect. 

23695. I wanted you to be clear upon tha t point because I was afraid it 
might be misunderstood 1—There is one thing I would like to say. When 
Mr Muir used the word ' t y r a n n y ' in reference to our respected Dr 
Trail, he did not intend to convey any such impression as you probably 
drew from it, Dr Traill is a harmless, kindly, excellent man and proprietor, 
and I have no doubt it is not his inclination to do harm to a fly, so that 
I believe Mr Muir will look upon tha t just as a slip. 

23696. The Chairman.—We don't think he really intended to attribute 
any cruelty to the proprietor ?—I would not like it to go abroad. 

23697. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—You were told, from some statistics, 
tha t the rental of the parish among the bigger farms, was two-fifths of the 
whole ; have you any idea about the number of acres tha t they respectively 
hold Ì—The big holders have the land amoug themselves, and the little 
holders have far less than they can manage, because there are some very 
able men in this island among the little ones. 

23698. Is it not quite possible that the larger portion of the island is 
in the hands of the big farmers—in acres 1—Well, there is a great part of 
it, you know, that has not been taken in, in some parts. 

23699. W h o has got that ?—Of course the large farmers. 
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23700 . Is it not possible that more than half the area is occupied by ORKNEY. 
these big farmers ?—I think so, but there is a thing which has not been 
noticed—the land of quality is in the hands of the big farmers, and the SANDAY. 
poor people have only scrappy bits. Rev.~Matthew 

23701 . Do you think, upon the whole, taking the whole of the island Armour, 
here, that the small tenants are paying more for the area they hold than 
the big tenants?—I believe the quality is inferior, and that , of course, 
makes it wrong to look upon the rental as alike. 

23702. The Chairman.—Before you came to the chair, you mentioned 
that there were one or two delegates who you desired, should be examined 
rather than yourself. We thought it was our du ty to take you first, 
because we desired to have a selection and representation of all classes of 
the community before us, and we had not had, up to the present time, 
one of the clergy to-day, but we shall now be happy to examine one of 
the delegates you mentioned. Are the two delegates from the one place, 
or from different places?—From different places, one representing the 
far south and the other the east. I should like both of these to be 
examined. 

J A M E S G U T H R I E , Crofter and Joiner, Levasgarth, Lady Parish (53) — 
examined. 

23703. The Chairman.—What place are you a delegate f o r ' — F o r the James 
district here. Guthrie. 

23704. What statement have you got to make?— I have chiefly my 
own statement to make and then that of some of the crofters around me. 
I am living in a small place of 12 acres, which was put up at my father's 
expense (the proprietors furnishing some slate, flag, and lime), at a 
nineteen years' lease. When tha t lease was up I was raised £2 of rent 
upon it. I had an agreement to get a valuation for the wood I pu t upon 
it, and at the expiry of the lease, when I went to make a new arrange­
ment I was told to sink that valuation and I would get a fourteen years' 
lease and £ 2 of a rise, and 12 acres of hill pasture broken in by our­
selves out of the heather . 

23705 . Your holding was a holding of wild ground and hea the r?— 
Yes. 

23706. And you got a nineteen years' lease and broke up the laud and 
improved it and built houses, for which you had some assistance fro.a 
your proprietor ?—Yes. 

23707. Had you the place for the first nineteen years at a very it w 
rent 1—Yes. 

23708. About how much was it ?—2s. 6d. an acre, for the hill is poor 
in its natural state until we broke it in ourselves. 

23709. And when your father got the land for nineteen yeara at a low 
rent, was it with the understanding that, at the end of the lease, the rent 
might be raised ?—He did not think t h a t ; we did not think that. 

23710 . You did not think it would ever be raised ?—We did not think 
it would be raised at that time, after breaking it in and building the 
houses ourselves. 

23711. Supposing you had got compensation for the houses tha t you 
had built, and for the improvements you had made on the land, would 
you then think tha t it was right and natural that the re.it should be raised 
at the end of the nineteen years ?—Yes. 

23712. What was the nature of the improvements you made on the 
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ORKNEY, land. Did you put up any stone fences ?—No fencing, but merely an 
enclosure for our crop. 

SAHPAT. 23713. Did you make any tile or stone drains']—Very few; not very 
James many at our own expense. 

Guthrio. 23714. Did you put ou any lime ?—None. 
23715. Did you trench deeply with the pick or spade?—Very often 

that, and took a great quantity of stones out with the pick. 
23716. If you had had your buildings fairly valued, and the improve­

ments to the ground fairly valued, and had got that money you would uot 
have thought it unreasonable that the rent should have beeu raised ?—Not 
at all, if I had got compensation for the improvements. 

23717. How much was the rent raised ?—£2. 
23718. And you got a new lease ?—I have no lease now ; that was the 

arrangement, but I got no lease. 
23719. And do you consider yourself secure to the end of the fourteen 

years ?—No, I do not. 
23720. Why don't you get a written agreement ?—Because I wo Id no; 

take it on those terms at that rise of rent. I thought it was unfair treat­
ment to get a rise of rent and no compensation. They sink my valuation. 
I was told by the factor that, if I did not agree he would advertise ray 
place and let it. I told him if that was the case I could not help it, but 
I would not agree to sink the valuation ; but I would pay the rent for a 
year if I could not better myself. 

23721. How long have you had it since then ?—I have paid twelve 
years' rent at the rise. 

23722. And have you been making still further improvements ?—Well, 
I have been trying to cultivate the soil to the best of my ability; but it 
was all broken up before then. 

23723. Are you working at your trade 1—Yes, to the farmers round 
about. 

23721. Do you get regular employment ?—Not very regular. I did 
proprietor's work for a good while, but it was withdrawn from me. 

23725. Do you work by the hour or by the day?—Partly by the hour 
and partly by the day. 

23726. What wages do you receive by the hour?—Generally about Id. 
an hour. 

23727. What was it when you began life ?—I suppose about 3d. 
23728. It has only advanced Id an hour?—Yes. 
23729. Are other people in your place in the same situation ?—They 

are ; they are bound to the kelp making. I am in no wise bound to that ; 
but, on the same footing, every three parties along the line by me are 
bound. 

23730. Your case is very much the same as that of those around you ? 
Yes. 

23731. Sir Kenneth Mackenzie.—Mr Armour said you would speak for 
the people at the south and east end of the island—what can you say for 
them ?—I don't thiuk I can say anything for them. It is chiefly sandy 
soil; but it is not sand I think. I am not very much acquainted with 
soil. 

23732. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—You have not given up your claim for 
meliorations ?—No. 

23733. What is the name of your proprietor?—Traill of Batter. 



Minutes of Evidence. 1499 

ADAM HOON, Factor for Mr Hebden of Eday. residing at Carrick—(59) ORKNEY. 
examined. 

SANDAY. 

23734. The Chairman, —You are not a farmer1?—In a small way for AdanT Koon. 
the last two years. 

23735. Where is Carrick ?—At the north end of Eday. 
23736. Were you present when some of the evidence was given about 

the island of Eday 1—I was. 
23737. And you wish to make some statement ?—Yes, in regard to the 

peat-cutting by the people. I heard it for the first time that it was a 
grievance of the tenants to cut peats and dispose of them I have never, 
heard such a statement made by the tenants until this day. We always 
considered it was a benefit for the tenants, as it brought in a lot of 
money to the island, and it has been continued for the benefit of the 
tenants more than that of the proprietor all along. The same remark 
applies to the kelp. It is not much of that we make, but we consider it 
is for the benefit of the tenants also, because many young and old people 
not fit to do much hard work make a little at the kelp-working, and it 
brings in a little money to enable them to pay their rent. In fact 
cottars could not pay their rent if it were not for the kelp. 

23738. Are the tenants under an obligation to cut peats?—No; they 
are under an obligation in this way, that they have been in the habit 
of doing it during, perhaps, a century, and have continued to do so, and 
we give them an order at the beginning of the season for the quantity 
and they endeavour to fulfil that. Most of them produce the quantity, 
and we dispose of them to the distillers; and the tenants undertake to cut 
a certain quantity, and prepare them and ship them on board ships. 

23739. You pay them so much per quantity ?—Yes. 
23740. What is the quantity, a fathom ?—Yes. 
23741. How much do you pay per fathom9—19s. 
23742. Has that rate been increased of late ?—No, not within the last 

ten years ; but before that it was. 
23743. How much was it when you remember?—15s. 
23744. And it was increased to 19s 1—Yes. 
23745. When a man is employed in cutting peats for 19s. a fathom, 

can he make as good wages as he would do if he were working for 
hire ?—It is considered that he does ; and there is no other labour for 
him to do then; and it is at a season of the year when his croft is 
laid down and he is at liberty to work at this. 

23746. How much per day can he make at it7,—That is difficult to say, 
but they have never complained with regard to the wages. 

23747. Suppose a man said he would not cut peats, but would 
rather occupy himself otherwise what would happen to him ?—Nothiug, 
because we have never had any difficulty in that way, we could always 
get another to do it. 

23748. Do they sometimes refuse to do it 1—They have never 
absolutely refused to do it. We have always sufficient people without 
any compulsion being used. 

23749. Can you candidly state that if the people preferred not to cut 
a single peat they would be at liberty to abstain from doing it ?—I cannot 
say that, because I do not see how they could pay their rent if they did 
not cut'peats. We have money to give them by this means at rent tin.-.; 
instead of getting money from them. 

23750. Generally is there a balance in favour of the tenant?—V 
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ORKNEY. 23751. Sir Kenneth Mackenzie.—What is the rental of Eday?—The 
~ ~ gross rental is about £1560. 
ANDA. . 23752. How much of that comes from tenants paying less than 

Adam LToon. -£*20 a year ?—I should think about two-thirds—most of them are 
crofters. 

23753. What is the amount of sales of peat ?—We sell about a 1OOO 
tons to the distillers, and that comes to about 12s. a ton, and leaves 6s. 
after paying freight. We have always considered it a privilege to the 
cottars, there being so many upon the island, and their circumstances 
have been improved by it. I have been astonished by hearing it was a 
grievance, and that is why I have mentioned it. The people are allowed 
to cut peat and sell it to whom they like on paying the most money, and 
they do that to a considerable extent and we always took a larger quantity 
for shipping purposes. I wish to impress upon the Commission that it is 
no hardship to cut peats. 

23754. The Chairman.—Is there a vast quantity of moss unexhausted ? 
—A vast quantity. 

23755. Do you find any wood in the moss?—I do, down about 6 or 7 
feet, such as birch and hazel. 

23756. Are there any indications of these trees which you find in the 
moss having been cut ?—No they have fallen down, and the moss has grown 
on the top of them. They are lying flat, and the branches entire. The 
largest one I got was 3 feet in circumference—a Highland birch. 

23757. It looks as if these trees had grown there at a period when 
there were no inhabitants. I mean there are no traces of the felling of 
the trees?—No, they have not been felted, because the roots and branches 
are there. They seem to have fallen down, and the moss has grown over 
them. 

23758. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—Is it on the crofter's ground that the 
peats are cut ?—No, there are hill dykes, aud it is outside of these thdt 
the peats are cut. There is a large quantity cut upon the large farms, 
but that is one of the conditions of the lease. 

23759. Is there any soil below the peat?—Yes, there is a good sub-soil. 
23760. Are you cutting it regularly so as to utilize that?—Yes, we are 

laying down a surface. 
23761. It would be a good thing, in that case if many parts were 

deprived of the surface, would it not?—It would; and it is with that 
view that it is cut; the tenants work up behind. 

23762. The Chairman. You have seen the sub-soil of the peat actually 
brought under cultivation ?—Yes, there are a great number of acres where 
peats have been cut which are cultivated. 

23763. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—Who ha3 got those acres ?—The small 
crofters, many of them, and the proprietor himself on the home farm ; and 
some of the bigger tenants have it, in fact, all have it more or less, and 
excellent ground it becomes. 

23764. Do you require any lime ?—Yes ; it does very well indeed : it 
makes capital soil. 

23765. Do you wish to make any other remark ?—That was the 
principal thing. 

23766. Professor Mackinnon.—Is it because the wives and children of 
the crofters take part in the peat industry that you are unable to state 
the wages that they can make ?—No, it is because it furnishes employ­
ment for people who are not at the fishing. 

23767. But I suppose the women and children are able to do a great 
deal of the work of spreading and drying the peats?—They do. T ie 
men cut them and work them, and drive them down in carts. It is useful 
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employment for people who are not able to go anywhere else. In fact, ORKNEY, 
we have always considered they could not get on without it. 

23768. And it pays 1—I think it does. BAMMT. 
23769. Is the work at the kelp compulsory as well as that at the peats? Adam Hoon. 

—I understand it is. 
23770. To what extent?—That we expect they will work it as they 

have been in the habit of doing before. 
23771. Do you consider that also is kept on as much in order to secure 

payment of rent as to make income?—We do it for both purposes, and 
we consider it a better thing; it does not exhaust the raw material as the 
peat does. The proprietor's property is going away with the peat, but 
not with the kelp-making. 

23772. You heard also about the grievance of the hares ?—Yes. 
23773. Have you any remark to make about that?—The only remark 

is that they are now strictly preserved ; and in regard to the rabbits there 
is not a tenant injured by them. The rabbit warrens are upon the pro­
prietor's own farms. 

23774. Is it the case that the hares came there?—They came there 
twenty-nine years ago—six hares. 

23775. They must have increased immensely?—They were well pro­
tected at first and they have gone over the whole island; there is a great 
crop just now. 

23776. The crofters seem to consider them a very bad crop ?—But in 
the district from which the delegates come they are thinning them out 
very fast, 

23777. Are they at perfect liberty to do so?—It was understood they 
were not to injure them at one time ; but for some years back they have 
not been restricted, and there has been a great deal of poaching. But 
there is no rabbit damage done because the warrens are on the sheep 
runs. 

23778. The delegate told us he was aware the law allowed him to kill 
a hare upon his croft ?—Yes. 

23779. But if the proprietor does not allow him, when he has no lease, 
the law fails ?—They have never got any intimation in any way for years 
about the hares; the thing was allowed to stand still, and the big tenants 
always had the right to kill the hares upon their own farms. 

23780. And they did it openly ?—Yes. 
23781. Did the crofters do it openly?—-No. 
23782. Does not that give an indication of their minds, that they were 

afraid to do it openly ?—Yes; they could not do it openly unless they 
had a gun. 

23783. By snare ?—That would not be openly. 
2378L Sir Kenneth Mackenzie,—By poaching you mean killing, not 

on their own farms, but on other people's ?—Yes. 
23785. The account we got from the delegate showed that the crofts 

were pretty small ?—Yes. 
23786. There is a very considerable number of small ones?—Yes. 
23787. A delegate appeared who bad a small one?—He has a large 

piece of hill which is not cultivated. 
23788. Are the tenants fairly comfortable ?—I consider so ; I consider 

they are very much improved. 
23789. How many schools are there on the island ?—Two. 
23790. Are they convenient for the population ? Built for the purpose 

and efficiently worked ?—Yes. 
23791. Male or female teachers ?—Male. 
23792. Are the children pretty well kept to school ?—Yes, pretty well 
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23793. I suppose it requires a good deal of attention ?—Yes; at certain 
seasons they attend fairly well. 

23794. Has the education certainly impro" ed ?— We had very good 
education before the Act. 

23795. How were your schools supported before the Act?—The pro­
prietor built the schools and there was a Government inspector of schools, 
and we were as weU situated then as now, only we have larger and more 
expensive schools. 

23796. But still the schools are quite efficient?—Yes. 
23797. In that case both the oldest and youngest people are fairly well 

educated ?—Yes, I am sorry the representative to-day was not one of the 
best in respect of education. 

23798. The Chairman.—Do you feel yourself enabled to state at this 
moment, in unambiguous terms that may reach the crofters of Eday, that 
they are at liberty freely to kill hares upon their own crofts Ì—I have no 
authority to make any statement of that kind, because there never has 
been any conversation between the present proprietor and myself upon it. 
We have not talked it over yet. 

23799. I was anxious to hear that, because I was afraid some errone­
ous impression might reach the public?—There has been no conversa­
tion with regard to that since the Act came into force, 

[ADJOURNED.] 

ORKNEY.' HARRAY, ORKNEY, SATURDAY, JULY 21, 1883. 

Lord NAPIER AND ETTRICK, K.T., Cliairman. 
Sir KENNETH S. MACKENZIE, Bart. 
DONALD CAMERON, Esq. of Lochiel, M.P. 
C. FRASER-MACKINTOSH, Esq., M.P. 
Sheriff NICOLSON, LL.D. 
Professor MACKINNON, M.A. 

PETER SMITH, Garth (52)—examined. 

Peter Smith. 23SOO. The Chairman.—Has your family been long settled here 1— 
Yes. 

23801. How long has it been settled here—how old is your family 
in its present property?—My father lived on the farm which I occupy 
during his lifetime, and the farm belonged to my predecessors for I 
cannot tell you how long. They have always lived in this place. 

93802. When you speak of occupying, you mean possessing?— 
Exactly. 

23803. Your family have always possessed the land in this place?— 
I cannot tell you how long ago exactly the farm was purchased, but it 
has been in the possession of my predecessors for upwards of 100 years. 

23801. Do you think there are many of the small proprietors here who 
have possessed their lands for 300 or 100 years. Have you heard that 
stated ?—I am not aware of having heard that stated. 

ORKNEY. 

SANDAY. 

Adam 
Hoon. 
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23SO5. Have you ever seen any ancient titles—any ancient parchments ORKNEY, 
or deeds—in their possession ?—No. 

23806. What is the size of your property—how many acres is it ?— HARRAY. 
About thirty-six acres arable. Beter Smith 

23807. And how much of pasture1?—Of infield there is about four 
or five acres, exclusive of a lot of commonty outside, of twenty-six acres. 

23808. Besides the arable portion you have commonty ?—Exactly. 
23809. Is that commonty divided among the proprietors? — The 

commonty of Harray was divided probably twenty years ago. I was 
not in the country then. 

23S1O. But now it is divided ?—Yes. 
23811. And are the different portions of the commonty fenced fnom 

each other with wire fences ?—None at all, so far as I am aware. 
23812. They are divided merely by marks—by indications?—Some 

of the proprietors have run ditches, but not in general. 
23813. How do they prevent their stock from mixing with each other? 

do they tether them?—There are very few stock in the pasture on the 
commonty ; the stock is kept principally now on the farm; the commonty 
is not used as much as it used to be by cattle pasturing on it. 

23814. Do they make no use of the commonty except to cut peats?— 
They put cattle on it occasionally, but not generally. 

23815. When they put cattle on it, do they tether them?—No.N 

23816. Is the commonty very wild ground — heathery?—There is 
some of it bad ground that is not fit for cultivation in its present state; 
other parts, again, are in a state that it can be cultivated, but still it is 
very poor. 

23817. Is it a common thing for the proprietors to enlarge their arable 
land by taking in a portion of the commonty ?—Yes; it is occasionally 
done when the commonty is contiguous to the'farm. 

23818. Have you yourself taken in any part of your commonty?— 
About five acres. 

23819. And have you found that that was remunerative—that it was 
just as good as arable?—No, far from that. When we bring it into 
cultivation we let it lie for a number of years, and in that time it will 
probably be beginning to grow heathery again, and then we break it up 
and sow it down with grass for a number of years. In fact it does not 
pay us to cultivate it in arable rotation, it is so poor. 

23820. How do you manage about your small estates after your death ? 
Are they divided or are they always left to one member of the family Ì— 
I do not know exactly; but I suppose the general way is that the pro­
perty goes to the one individual—the landed property. 

23821. Is it the practice of small proprietors generally to devise their 
property by will; or do they just leave it to the course of the law of the 
country ?—I think the practice varies considerably in that case; there 
is no general practice so far as I am aware. 

23822. But I understand you to say that it] is not the practice to 
divide the land between the sons?—No; not that I am aware of. 

23823. Since you remember, has there been any subdivision of these 
little estates; or do they remain just as they were in the old times ?— 
There has been no subdivision so far as I am aware, of any consequence. 

23821. In the case of the large farmers, what becomes of the younger 
sons ?—They find employment elsewhere; a great many of them go to 
the colonies. Not many of the younger sons remain at home at all. 

23825. Are these small properties generally heavily mortgaged, or 
are they pretty free of debt?—I could not speak positively upon that 
point, but I don't think there is much debt. 
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ORKNEY. 2.3826. You don't hear that complained of 1—No. 
23827. And in your recollection has there been a great improvement 

HARRAY. j n t- i e a p p a a r a n c e of the properties and the method of cultivation ?—Yes, 
Peter Smith. a v e r v decided improvement. 

23828. Do you frequently put up stone walls—fences?—We put up 
fences occasionally, and some proprietors have used them pretty exten­
sively to enclose almost the whole of their properties. 

23829. And is that going on at the present time ?—Always a little. 
23830. Is the breed of cattle improving ?—I expect it is. 
23831. What breeds do you use geuerally?—Shorthorn as pure as 

we can. 
23832. Your land is all ploughed, not worked with the spade?—It 

is all ploughed. 
23833. Do you ever use oxen in ploughing?—Not on our farm, but 

it is used occasionally in small places. 
23834. Not on the larger farms ?—No, not generally. 
23835. Have you got any crofters living among you—any small 

tenants ?—I don't believe there are more than ten small tenants in the 
parish, so far as I am aware—ten or twelve. 

23836. Are they very small poor tenants, or are they pretty good 
farmers?—They have just the farms let—according to the size of farms— 
from two or three acres to forty or fifty acres, according to the size of the 
property. Some tenants occupy some of the larger farms in the parish. 

23837. Have those small tenants any pasture on the hill 1—They are 
at liberty to pasture on the hill allotted to the property. 

23838. And that commonty is divided ?—Each proprietor know3 his 
own commonty; it was all divided a number of years ago. 

23839. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—Do you know which of your prede­
cessors bought the land—was it your grandfather or some one farther 
back?—It was some predecessor of my mother, but I cannot remember 
now exactly. 

23840. Have you got regular title-deeds to your property?—Yes. 
23841. Do you know from whom the property was bought?—From 

a party who evidently lived in the Island of Sanday, so far as I am 
aware; the most ancient papers we are holding state to that effect. 

23842. Supposing you go back more than 100 years, was most of 
the property then in the hands of small holders like yourself?—So 
far as I am able to judge, the present state of things has existed from 
time immemorial; in fact, I cannot give you any idea how long. 

23843. Are the most of the people who hold land like yourself well 
off in their circumstances ?—I should judge so—that they are pretty 
comfortable generally throughout the parish. 

23844. Do you consider it a great privilege to be proprietor of your 
own land ? much more so than to be paying rent to another man ?—Cer­
tainly, it is an advantage. 

23845. You feel it to be an advantage?—Yes; but I have heard it 
reported that sometimes the tenants of the Earl of Zetland are as well 
off as our Harray lairds. 

23846. What family have you—you are a married man ?—No' I 
am not. 

23847. Take the case of a person in your own position who is married, 
and suppose him to have three sons, what becomes of the two younger sons? 
He first, no doubt, gives them a good education. Do they leave the 
place and go out into the world ?—That depends on their own free will; 
they are not compelled to go out, but in general they find occupation 
elsewhere. 
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23848. They could not all remain at home upon the one place?—It ORKNEY. 
depends on the arrangement they make together—if they choose to work 
the farm. There is no general rule adopted so far as I am aware. HARKAY. 

2384'J. And, in point of fact, the land, as you have stated, is not sub- peter~Srnith, 
divided ?—No, not generally, I think. 

23850. Is it always the eldest son, or is it the favourite son of the father, 
or the man in possession?—I thiuk it is, in general, the eldest son. 

23851. Are your titles registered?—All our titles are registered. 
23852. As a rule does the property go to the eldest son ?—I should say 

yes, as a rule. Of course there may be an exception at a time when the 
father sees fit to give it to another; but, in general, it goes according to 
law. 

23853. Do you require, in working your little property, any outside 
assistance ?—Yes, we always require hired servants. 

23854. Do you get them from year to year or do you only call it 
labour as you need it ?—We hire them from year to year, and some of 
them have been with us a good many years. 

23855. Are the poor rates in the parish very low?—This is a united 
parish; Harray and Birsay are united so far as poor rates are concerned. 
The poor-rates this year will be about lOd. in the pound. 

23856. It is from Birsay that the poor people come ?—No, not them all ; 
but I suppose the greater number of them are there. 

23857. Is it or is it not the case that there is a comparatively small 
number of paupers is this parish ?—There are very few. 

23858. I presume that any near relations—say women who have come 
to years, connections of small proprietors—these small proprietors would 
not allow them to go on the poor's roll unless in exceptional circumstances? 
—I think it is sometimes the case, even in Harray, that poor people are 
supported by their relatives rather than allow them to go on the poors' 
roll. 

23859. Is it generally the case among the small proprietors that they 
don't allow their poor relations to go on the roll ?—I would not say as a 
general rule, but it is sometimes done in Harray, that parties in circum­
stances to require aid are supported by their nearest relatives. 

23860. Are you all quite contented in this parish—have you no grievance 
whatever ?—I cannot speak for others, but I suppose there is no grievance 
we need care to mention. There is no grievance I am aware of worth 
mentioning. 

23861. Are there sales going on—is the sale of a small property a 
common thing; or do the people contrive to stick to the properties?—-
There are sales of property occasionally. 

23862. Who buys? Is it the neighbours, or new people who want to 
become proprietors ?—Generally parties through the country. There have 
been farms sold in Harray of late 3'ears, and they have been bought up 
by parties living in other parts of the mainland of Orkney. 

23863. We have been told that a rumour has got abroad that the 
Commissioners now sitting have come here for the purpose of raising 
assessments. Did you here any story to that effect ?—No, we did not hear 
it, and we would not have believed it if we had heard it. 

23864. You have been reading the newspapers, and have observed the 
nature of the inquiries as they have been going along?—Yes, I have been 
doing so all the time since the Commissioners came through the 
country. 

23865. Do you wish to make any voluntary statement to us ?—No, I 
am not prepared to make any statement. I came here simply from 
curiosity. We did not hear of your coming until two days ago. We have no 

5c 
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ORKèNEY. delegates appointed; we just came from curiosity to hear what was to be 
_ said. I did not expect or intend to give evidence or make any statement. 

__! ' 23866. The Chairman.—If there was no warning it was because we 
Peter Smith, did not suppose that the people here had any grievance—being proprietors, 

aud independent people. We did not suppose they had the same sort of 
complaints to make. 

23867. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—Do you pay any feu duty ?—Our feu 
duties were purchased upwards of sixty years ago, I think. 

23868. And you are perfectly free—there is no feu duty?—No feu 
duty. 

23869. Was that purchased from the Earl of Zetland 1—Yes. 
23870. Sir Kenneth Mackenzie.—Where do you get your hired servants ? 

—Through the parish generally. 
23871. Are they sons and daughters of the lairds in the parish1?—They 

are not always lairds, of course,—working people ; their daughters more 
frequently hire out as servants than the daughters of the lairds. 

23872. There are working people living in the parish1?—Exactly. 
23873. Do they pay rent for their houses these working people?—I 

think so in general. 
23874. What sort of rent do they pay for it—money or service1?—I 

think in general it is money. 
23875. Have they land along with their houses ?—Generally small 

portions of land are allotted with their houses. Some labourers have built 
houses on the commonty belonging to the proprietors, and they get as much 
of commonty as they like to cultivate. 

23876. What sort of rent do they pay for it 7—That depends on the 
kind of commons they cultivate and undertake to cultivate. 

23877. Do they build their own houses?—Generally, I think. 
23878. And they pay a nominal rent for the land before they take it 

in?—They pay a nominal rent for a number of years—a mere nominal rent 
generally. 

23879. Are there many persons in that position in the parish ?—Not a 
great many. 

23880. You say that a number of the younger members of the families, 
of the proprietors in the parish go out into the world—go to the colonies 
and into trade—is it considered an advantage to stick to the land rather 
than to be sent out into the world?—I suppose it is considered an 
advantage by the party to whom the land belongs to stick to it. 

23881. I mean, a member of a family would prefer to have the land left 
to him rather than to go out into trade ?—It is generally when the pro­
prietor has the land that he sticks to it in preference to employing his 
time in any other business. 

23882. Any of them would prefer to have the laud rather than go out 
into the world ?—I thiuk so. 

23883. But some of the members of families of proprietors have been 
very successful, have they not, in other parts of the world ?—Yes, perhaps 
some of the younger members have been fully as successful as those who 
stick to the land. 

23881. Yet the young men would prefer to stick to the land?—Yes, I 
should think so. 

23885. When there is laud for sale here is there much demand for it 1 
Yes, there is a very keen competition. 

23886. What'sort of prices does it fetch—how many years' purchase?— 
I am scarcely prepared to answer that question; the farms which have 
been sold of late years have been sold very high. 

23887. What in your opinion is a high price ? Take a farm worth 
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£40 a year on the valuation roll, what would you call a high price for ORKNEY. 
that, would you think it dear at £1000?—No, a farm that would fetch 
£40 of rent would sell at a much higher figure than £1000, according to HARRAT. 
the prices of the farms that have been sold. There have been farms sold peter Smith 
of late years that would not bring £40 , which have- realised more than 
£1000. 

23888. Would you think £1200 too much for it %—Not according to 
the rate at which farms have sold. 

23889. You would not think that dear as farms have been going ?—I 
think as farms have been going that would not be considered dear. 

23890. Do you find agriculture a profitable business here Ì—Of recent 
years it has done very well; of course it depends a great deal on the prices 
we obtain for stock. We depend principally on stock-raising here. 

23891. Do you think that if there were land for sale, and the Govern­
ment were to advance money for the purchase of it in small farms, persons 
could be found to purchase it and to pay 6^ per cent, of the purchase 
money—that would redeem the price in twenty-five years 1—I can scarcely 
express an opinion upon that point. 

23892. That would be paying nearly double the rent on a £ 4 0 farm. 
If you paid £1200, that would be £ 8 0 a year, over the twenty-five years, 
to make it your own. Would it be possible for a purchaser to make that 
money out of the farm 1—I scarcely think it, after paying the necessary 
expenses. 

23893. Would he be able to pay £ 6 0 a year, having this hope of 
making it his own at the end of the period of years ?—I scarcely think he 
could be able to pay £60 . 

23894. You think the rent which is valued is as much as a man can 
make out of a farm, generally speaking Ì—I think so. 

23895. Professor Mackinnon.—When you allow a tenant to settle upon 
the commonty and take in so much land at a small rent, I suppose he 
never gets any lease of it, or anything of that sort ]—There are tenants 
settled on parts of the commonty belonging to the proprietors in Harray 
who have leases. 

23896. From the proprietor of the commonty upon which they have 
sat down 1—Yes, but we don't have a great extent of commonty, and 
could not expect to let any part of it. 

23897. And it is not very common to grant'' leases to tenants when 
making places for themselves on the commonty 1—Yes, they get a lease 
now and again. 

23898. You say that subdivision is a comparatively rare thing on these 
properties. Is it a rare thing also for a neighbour to purchase an adjoin­
ing property when it falls vacant, so as to have two instead of one 1— 
When it happens that the property is for sale it sometimes occurs that the 
adjoining farmer buys it. I know instances of such a thing taking place ; 
but it is not often done. 

23899. The wish to become proprietor is very general and very keen, is 
itl—One would imagine so, from the keen competition that takes place 
when the farm is for sale. 

23900. And when one gets the property and the titles, he has the 
power to dispose of it to any one of his children 1—I think so. 

23901. In the case of a large family, where there are no means left 
except this property, what arrangement is made for the other members of 
the family by the one who suceeeds to the property Ì—I suppose it depends 
on the arrangement that is made by the proprietor before his decease. 

23902. What would be the common arrangement in the place in the case 
that I have stated, where there are two or three sons and two or three 
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ORKNEY, daughters, and the property is left to one—do the rest get anything at 
all?—I am not prepared to express an opinion on what is generally done 

HARRAY. i n t l i a t c a s e > 

Peter Smith 23903. Is it usual for the one who succeeds to pay the others so much ? 
—It is generally the case that the one who succeeds pays something to 
the younger members of the family when he succeeds to the property. 

23904. You stated that you have heard it said that tenants of Lord Zet­
land were more comfortable than Harray lairds ?—Not more comfortable ; 
but as comfortable. It is generally reckoned that they are as comfortable 
as some of the Harray lairds. 

23905. Suppose they were so, would the people of this place prefer to 
be tenants of Lord Zetland or Harray lairds %-—I don't suppose they would 
like to change. 

23906. Even supposing they would be as comfortable ?—I think their 
impression would be not to leave certainty for hope. 

23907. They set value on the feeling of proprietorship?—I think so. 
23908. You say that there are about ten tenants in the parish. Then-

position is just as though you had let your own property to a tenant ?— 
Exactly. 

23909. And do they hold it upon lease1!—I think they do, generally ; 
but I cannot state positively. I t is a private matter between the tenants 
and the proprietor. I know that some hold upon lease, and some just 
from year to year. 

23910. Tlie Cluiirman.—Does a proprietor ever let his little estate to a 
tenant and go away and engage in some other industry ?—Well, I am not 
aware. 

23911. I t would be very uncommon ?—It would. 
23912. Do the proprietors ever hire land from others and become 

farmers on other land; or do they restrict themselves to their own 
property?—In general, in this paiish, they restrict themselves to the culti­
vation of their own property; and some, when they retire from farming, 
leave the property aud let it to a tenant. 

23913. You raise a good deal of oa'.s a id barley %—Some. 
23914. Do you consume the grain which you raise for the food of the 

family, or do you use it for feeding the stock, and buy grain for the 
purposes of the household ?—We use a? much as we require of the grain 
we raise for the family, aud what we don't require we dispose of. 

23915. The family generally consumes the grain they actually raise on 
the ground ?—Yes, in part; they buy other things also. 

23916. You don't raise any wheat?—No. 
23917. Aud do your families generally purchase wheat flour?—Yes, it is 

very generally used in this parish along with the grain we raise ourselves. 
23918. Do you use your own wool—is there any domestic manufacture 

of cloth ?—Not to any extent; there is some wool manufactured into 
blankets on a small scale, but not to any extent. 

23919. If you pleased you would be quite at liberty to make up your 
own wool for your own use, but you prefer to buy clothes?—We some­
times send our wool to the south to be manufactured into cloth, as well as 
plaiding and blankets. 

23920. And you get it back again?—Yes. 
23921. Are there no local weavers who could weave it on hand looms? 

—There are only weavers who manufacture plaiding and blankets, but 
there are no woollen manufactories for the manufacture of tweeds in 
Orkney. 

» 23922. You could not get your own coat made in a cottage on the 
hand loom ?—No, we don't prefer that. 
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23923. Perhaps you prefer the manufactures of the south, or would 
you prefer the cloth made in the country and of your home grown wool 'I 
•—It is not much that is used of the home wool; it is generally the tweeds 
and other kinds of material manufactured in the south that are worn. 

23924. Do the poor cottars use cloth manufactured from the wool in 
the place ?—I don't think there is much difference in the clothing of any 
clOùS. 

ORKNEY. 

HARRAY. 

Peter Smith. 

DAVID ISBISTER, Hybrock, Harray (38)-—examined. 

23925. Mr Cameron.—What is the size of your property ?—Not very 
big. 

23926. How many acres?—Twenty or better. 
23927. What is its rental on the valuation roll?—£9. 
23928. Have your family been established long in the parish of Harray ? 

—My father and grandfather had the land before me. 
23929. Are you natives of the island—one of the old families of the 

inland ?—Yes, so far as I know. 
23930. The property was not acquired by purchase within recent times ? 

—My father bought it from his father. 
23931. How came your father to buy it?—He bought it in wadset from 

other people, and they didn't redeem it, and my grandfather got it. 
23932. Was your father the eldest son of your grandfather?—I think 

so; yes. 
23933. How did your father find himself in such circumstances as to 

enable him to purchase this property ?—He was away a while and earned 
the money ; it was in debt until such time as he cleared it. 

23931. lie bought it with the mortgages over it?—It was bought clear, 
I think. 

23935. He redeemed the mortgages?—Yes, he did. 
23936. Do you mind telling us what price was paid for it in your 

father's time?—I could not really say—£200 or £250—I could not say 
rightly, without looking over the papers. 

23937. Did you hear the evidence Mr Smith gave us?—Yes. 
23938. Do you agree generally "with his statements?—I think so. 
23939. What is the average acreage and rental—does the acreage vary 

very much among these proprietors 1—Yes ; some have not a third part of 
that held by others. 

23910. What is the greatest number of acres in'the possession of one 
proprietor?—I could not tell you that. 

23911. Are there any as high as a 100 acres?—I don't know if there 
is or not. 

23912. Do you think any of these properties in the neighbourhood have 
as high as 100 acres?—None that is cultivated, I think. 

23913. Would forty or fifty acres be about the highest?—I think about 
that. 

23944 What is the smallest property you know here?—That would be 
difficult to answer ; some have only a house and garden. 

23915. But still their own property ?—Yes. 
23916. A house and a smaU garden of about half an acre?—Some 

might have that indeed. 
23917. Do you know how these small properties came to be acquired ? 

—Is uppose they got them for a bit of digging upon the brakes, and so on. 

David 
Isbisieu 
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ORKNEY. 23918. But money was paid for it to some person—I mean have these 
small properties descended from fiither to son like yours ; or have they 

HAI. AY. k e e n pU r c] i a s e ( i recently by somebody Who wanted a site to build upon?— 
Dav.d Both ways I think. 

Isbister 23919. You think some of these have come from father to son?—I 
don't know ; that is a thing I don't pay any attention to. 

23950. Have there been many sales of land lately]—Some sales have 
taken place. 

23951. Can you tell us of your own knowledge how many years' purchase 
has been given for land which has just been sold ?—I could not say. 

23952. Have you had any disputes as to the division of land amongst 
you on the commonty, which, we understand, is not fenced1?—No, not 
that I am aware of. 

23953. You never have any trouble about the stock of one owner 
going on the land which properly belongs to another owner and vice versa f 
—I don't think there is much dispute about that ; they don't pay much 
attention to commonty. 

23951. They don't put much stock on the commonty ?—No. 
23955. It is very bad land Ì—There is nothing but heather and bracken ; 

sometimes we may put the cattle out, but it does not do them much good. 
23956. "What amount of land is there on this commonty—how many 

acres in the commonty you all have together ?—I could not say. 
23957. Is it two or three miles in length1?—The Harray boundaries go 

to the top of the hills ; I could not say how many miles, perhaps two 
miles or more. 

23958. Do you combine altogether to purchase improved stock—to buy 
bulls, for instance, to improve your stock; or how do you manage ?—Any 
party that inclines to have one generally gets one for himself, and others can 
go to him. 

23959. Have you any local agricultural shows ?—Yes, in Kirkwall and 
Stromness, but none out here. 

23960. Do you and your neighbours send any cattle or stock of any 
kind to these exhibitions'?—In some parts they do, but not many of us. 

23961. What sort of price do you get for the stock you sell—do you 
sell cattle at two-year-old ?—It is generally two-year-old3 we sell. 

23962. What prices do you get ?—£10 or £20 according as they are fed. 
23963. What breed of sheep do you keep 1—Generally half-breds ; half 

Leicester, half Cheviot. 
23961. Do you sell lambs ?—Yes. 
23965. What prices do you get for them 1—Generally about £1 or a 

little more. 
23966. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—Are you quite happy in your position1? 

—We have to try and make ourselves content with our position while we 
are in the wilderness. 

23967. You would not part with your own land upon any account]—I 
don't know about that. 

23968. You would not exchange your position for that of a tenant?—I 
don't know ; there are some tenants maybe as well off as we are; we are 
pretty heavily taxed. 

23969. Mr Cameron.—What is your school rate here %—I could not 
exactly say. 

23970. What do the school rates and the poor rates come to altogether ? 
— £ 2 or £3 , I think. 

23971. How much in the pound ?—I could not tell unless I had the 
receipt. For a small place like ours it will cost about £6 for burdens in 
a ye.ir. 
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23972. And what is your rent in the valuation roll?—£9.—Rev. Mr ORKNEY. 
Johnston. The school rate is about Is. 6d. some vears ; I think it is a 
little less this year. HARRAY. 

23973. And the poor rate Is. 2d. 1—Yes. David 
23974. And the road rate?—About Is. for the proprietor and Is. for Isbister. 

the tenant. 
23975. Slieriff Nicolson.—How many cattle are you able to keep on 

the land ?—Mr Isbister. About eight generally, calves and all. 
23976. How many sheep?-—Two or three. 
23977. Have you no pasture for more than that number?—No, it Ì3 

hard work to get that same. 
23978. How many horses do you keep?—Two, for working the place. 
23979. What breed—not large horses ?—No, but they are getting 

larger than they used to be. 
23980. You plough your land ?—Yes. 
23981. Is that a general custom, or is there any spade husbandry?—I 

don't think there is very much done with the spade here. 
23982. Your fuel is peats I—Yes. 
23983. Do you use any coals?—Some parties may. 
23984. Is there plenty peat?—Yes, if you like to be at the trouble of 

carting them. 
23985. Is there any fishery here ?—No. 
23986. Do any of the lairds engage in fishing ?—They have no time to 

do it. 
23987. Are there any of them at the fishing now?—They might go at 

a rare time, but it is very rarely they fish. 
23988. There is no fishing station near this for taking and curing the 

fish ?—No, there is none here. 
23989. Any fishing that is done is only for yourselves ?—Nothing more 

—Rev. Mr Johnston. Only trout fishing. 
23990. There is no sea-fishing ?—Mr Isbister. No. 
23991. Have you all got boats?—No, we are inland. 
23992. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—Do you follow any other business but 

that of farming ?—No, nothing else. 
23993. And you make both ends meet?—Oh, yes, we try to do it, if 

possible. 
23994. Do you owe any man anything ?—I could not say I have my 

family clear, but very near it. We generally take our things on and don't 
pay for half a year. However, we have got nothing laid by whatever way. 

23995. T/ie Chairman.—I see there are a great number of the properties 
very small, according to the valuation roll; for instance, there are fifty-
three properties in the parish between £ 1 and £ 5 rateable value. Now 
these very small proprietors cannot live on the produce of their land— 
how do they make up their living ?—Maybe by day's hiring, and by 
taking any job they can do—masons, perhaps, who get work to do. 

23996. Those who have small properties work out like mechanics or 
labourers ?—Yes. 

23997. And their daughters take service?—Yes. 
23998. And they work to proprietors, who have larger holdings, when 

they require it ?—Just so. 
23999. Have the houses of the proprietors or lairds been generally re­

built of late—are there many new houses ?—There are a good many which 
have been built of late. 

24000. Are they much better than the old class of houses used to be1?— 
Yes, the old class of houses had generally a fire in the middle of the floor 
and a chimney in the centre of the roof. 



1512 Highlands and Islands Commission. 

24001. The old class of proprietor's houses were just like the houses of 
the crofters, only a little larger, perhaps, and better?—I suppose so. 

24002. And now they are all stoue and lime houses?—Yes. very 
generally that, so far as I know. 

25403. And are they generally si-.ted?—If they are able to do it they 
try to do i t ; and, if they are not, they try to do without it. 

24004. Do you think that the houses of the small proprietors are 
generally better than the houses of Lord Zetland's tenants; or are they 
just the same sort of houses ?—I suppose they are much the same ; I could 
not say. 

24005. You could not say they are generally different one way 
or another ?—No, every one puts up a house to please himself. 

24006. Sir Kenneth Mackenzie.—You say the two-year-olds sold from 
£ 1 0 to £20—what was the average price of tliem this year?—I could not 
say rightly; I think it was something like £12 and £14 I got. 

24007. Would your neighbour's cattle be better or worse than yours ?—• 
It is according to the age and how they are kept and fed. I believe some 
of them might get £ 1 0 for them, those that are poorly kept. 

24008. Did you hear of any being sold for £ 2 0 this year ?—I did not 
pay much attention, but I have heard of them getting that for them. 

24009. In Harray ?—Yes, for ones that are very highly fed. 
25410. Are there many who feed their cattle as highly as that ?—A few, 

but not a great many. 
24011. The most of them treat their cattle as they treat themselves?— 

I think so, generally, in small places. 
24012. And you get £12 to £14?—I got £12 for one and £14 for 

another. 

Rev. DAVID JOHNSTON, Minister of Harray and Birsay (47)—examined. 

Rev. David 24013. The Chairman.—How long have you been settled here"?—Since 
Johnston. 186S. 

24014. We may say fifteen years?—Yes. 
24015. Does your family belong to these islands?—No, I belong to the 

south. 
24016. To Dumfriesshire?—I am a native of Durham, but my father 

belonged to Fifeshire. 
24017. During the period that you have lived here you have had many 

opportunities of making yourself acquainted with the condition of different 
classes—you have the great peculiarity here, that you are minister of a 
parish which is almost entirely composed of small lairds and freeholders ? 

•—That is so. 
24018. Do you consider that is a happy and favourable condition of life ? 

—Decidedly. 
24019. Do you consider that these small proprietors possess a greater 

share of satisfaction and welfare, in consequence of their being pro­
prietors of their own lands ?—I do think so. 

24020. You think that has a good effect upon their morals and 
intelligence ?—To a great extent it lias. 

24021. Does the possession of land, and freedom from the payment 
of rent, tend to make them careless and indifferent in their cultivation, 
or does it tend to stimulate their industry ?—To stimulate their industry. 
I saw a different state of matters in Unst. I was minister there for two 

ORKNEY. 

3ARRAY. 

David 
Isbister. 



Minutes of Evidence. 1 5 1 3 

or three years before I came here, and I contrasted the state of things in ORKNEY. 
Harray and Unst. 

24022 . D o you think the superiority of the condition of the people of ' 
Harray may be referred in a considerable measure to the fact t ha t the people Rev . David 
are proprietors; or does it depend upon the difference of climate and soil— Johnston, 
physical circumstances ?—To a great ex teut to their being proprietors, I 
should say ; there is very little poverty. There is no resident pauper in 
Harray, and there would be no pauper a t all, if i t were not t ha t one is south, 
at the asylum. 

21023, You think they are proud of being proprietors'?—Yes, an 
honourable pride. 

24021. And tha t they are strongly attached to the soil and their own 
properties ?—Yes. 

21025. During the last fifteen years have you seen a great improve­
ment in the condition of the houses and the cultivation of the fields 1— 
A great improvement in the houses, and I believe if we were to go back 
beyond fifteen years—say th i r ty years—we would observe a very decided 
improvement in the cultivation a lso; and the roads have largely con­
tributed to it. 

21O2G. Docs this class of proprietors intermarry with each other, 
generally, or do they seek their wives outside, from other places and other 
classes?—They intermarry very much. 

21027. So tha t it constitutes a separate self-contained communi ty?— 
There are many marriages in neighbouring parishes, because there are small 
proprietorships there, though not to the same ex tent—in Saudwick, 
Birsay, S tennis, and the neighbouring parishes. 

21028. But they intermarry in their own order ?—Yes. 
21029. Have you made any s tudy of the origin of these families—have 

you any reason to know that some of them are extremely ancient in their 
holdings 1—I believe there are a few udal t enures ; bu t within the memory 
of the oldest inhabitants there has been a very extensive subdivision 
of the properties. There are persons living now who can remember when 
a large part of the parish was held by perhaps two or three, and 
these properties have been subdivided; perhaps one property may have 
been divided into six, or one property may have consisted of six or ten 
different farms, and the tenants bought them when they were for sale, or 
others bought them. 

21030 . The subdivision has been caused, no t by distribution among 
children, b u t by purchase?—Generally by purchase, and a few cases of 
partitioning, but not many. 

21031 . But have many proprietors who have had large families been 
obliged to sell to provide for their children ?—No, I don't th ink s o ; in 
general those who sold were not resident in the parish. 

21032. You don't think that there is anything to complain of in the 
way of subdivision by succession ?—No, not as a rule. There have been 
cases of subdivision. I know a comparatively small property in the 
parish that was subdivided very m u c h ; I think as many as six or seven 
of a family got a portion, bu t that is an exception. 

21033. But, generally speaking, do you think when there are several 
members of a family, tha t there is any arrangement between the children 
on account of the land being all left to one, or going to one ; or do they 
accept it as the natural order of things tha t they must go out and seek 
their fortunes ?—There is not often any arrangement. I t sometimes 
happens tha t even a younger member of a family stays a t home, and the 
others, I suppose, acquiesce in it as a reasonable arrangement tha t 
the younger member should succsed, when they have been put in 
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ORKNEY, circumstances for getting well on in life elsewhere. I know of some cases 
of, perhaps, ill-feeling from the way the land has been left, but not 

HARRAT. m a n y i 

Rev David 21031. When the several members of a family go abroad to seek 
Johnston, their fortunes, leaving one in possession of the soil, do those who go 

away retain an attachment to their native place, and sometimes come home 
or correspond with the remaining members 1—I could name several cases 
where a man has gone away for several years—perhaps gone to sea, or 
Australia, or some other place—and come back and purchased a property 
in the island. 

24035. Do they send money back to their families sometimes 1—Yes, 
they do. 

24036. Professor MacMnnon.—Comparing this parish with that of Unst, 
you are decidedly of opinion that the people are very much more comfort­
able in this place than they were in Unst when you were there I— 
Decidedly. 

24037. And you attribute it in a great measure to the fact that they 
are in possession of their own land 1—In a great measure, but of course, 
the land in Orkney is superior, and that has something to do with it. 

24038. Do you think if the people of Unst had the land in their own 
hands, as the people of this parish have, they would be more comfort­
able than they were when you were there?—There were a few, 
perhaps about twenty, similar to those here, and making allowance for the 
difference in climate and productiveness, they were about as comfortable 
as those in Harray. 

24039. They were much more comfortable there than their neighbours, 
the small tenants in Unst ?—Of course, owing to the fact that they were 
proprietors, and not with reference to the way in which they manage. 

24040. And had they in Unst the same feeling of honourable pride in 
being proprietors, which exists here Ì—Yes, they enjoy the position. 

24041. And had they the tendency to restrict themselves in their matri­
monial engagements to their own order 1—I can scarcely speak to that. 

24042. There were too few of them, perhaps?—Yes. 
24043. But is there such a tendency perceptible in this parish 1—Yes, 

there is in this parish. 
24044. I suppose we understand it is not an absolute rule that they 

marry in their own order1?—No, a tenant may marry the daughter of a 
proprietor or conversely. 

24015. There is a large number of very small properties in the parish 
of Harray 1—I have a list of the proprietors in Harray, and the number 
given is 102, but in some cases there are two or three the same. I should 
think, however, the different proprietors must come to somewhere about 
ninety at any rate, but I cannot, at this moment, tell the exact 
number. 

24046. Do you think that those down on the valuation roll under, say 
£ 5 , are in a better position than if they were tenants of somewhat larger 
holdings 1—Yes, I should say they are. 

24047. Wrhat would be the value of the property where the owner of 
it would be as comfortable and as well off in all his ways as the tenant 
paying £ 3 0 Ì—That is not a very easy thing to give an estimate of, but I 
could conceive that a proprietor of property worth £15 or £ 2 0 a year, 
would be as well off as a tenant at £30. 

21018. The tenant would require to pay about twice as much of rent, 
as it were, as the rateable value of the proprietor's holding, in order to be 
equally comfortable %—Well, perhaps, there may be a difference of from a 
naff to a third ; but I cannot guarantee that answer on that point. 
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24049. Are the people better educated than the people in your old ORKNEY. 
parish of Unst Ì—I am at a loss to say ; I think in both parishes they • 
are very well educated ; I do not think there is a great difference. HARKAV. 

24050. They are well educated in both parishes 1—Yes. p iey jjavid 
24051. Is the education as high under the present arrangement as it was Johnston, 

under the old parochial school arrangement]—I preferred the old school 
arrangement; I was not one of those who thought the Education Act was 
a decided advantage to the parishes, but I think the education given in 
the public schools is very good. I have a very decided opinion as to the 
drawback connected with the system of uniting parishes, where two parishes 
are tied together as one. I think that has greatly hindered Harray and 
Birsay. Each should have a School Board of its own. 

24052. Is the education given sufficient to enable members of a family 
to push their way in the world elsewhere 1—Many have pushed their way 
elsewhere from that education. I believe in several instances boys or girls 
who have got a little advanced may go to Kirkwall or Stromness for the 
completion of their education. But many have got on, and got on 
honourably, in the south, with the education which they got in these 
parishes. 

24053. But those who wish to prosecute a higher education can go to 
Kirkwall or Stromness to finish off?—Yes. 

24054. There are very good schools in these places 1—Yes. 
24055. Especially in Kirkwall Ì—And I believe in Stromness, too. 
24056. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—Did I understand you to say that 

there is only one pauper from Harray on the roll Ì—Only one, and that 
one is a pauper because he is in the asylum. 

24057. From what class does that lunatic pauper come—from that of 
the proprietors or tenants or cottars ?—I think his father was a proprietor, 
and he has relatives who are proprietors. 

24058. He comes from that class 1—Yes. 
24059. What may be the population of the parish of Harray?—Some­

where between 700 and 800, not including Birsay. 
24OGO. I suppose there is no such thing in Scotland as only one pa­

in a parish?—Certainly it is not a very common thing. 
24061. I suppose the whole of the people don't belong to the Established 

Church 1—No. 
24062. Is there a fair proportion ?—There is ; I don't know the attend­

ance elsewhere, but I think that other denominations have, on the whole, 
more than the parish church. But still there is a fair proportion. 

24063. Such being the case, do you find much difficulty in the pay­
ment of your stipend—in recovering it ?—No, I don't at all. I find no 
difficulty in that respect in Harray. There may be on3 or two exceptions 
over the whole of Harray and Birsay, but I don't complain of that. 

24064. You find no dissatisfaction or reluctance to pay the proportion 
of stipend money among those in Harray who are not members of your 
congregation ?—Certainly not—not in Harray. 

24065. And you have to collect from nearly one hundred, including 
Birsay 1—I have to collect from about 150 ; some of them very small sums, 
if I chose to exact them. 

24066. Mr Cameron.—Do you know anything about the crofters in 
the parish of Birsay 1—I know some of them. 

24067. Have you any information respecting their condition which you 
wish to give us 1—I think, as a general rule, they are very well off. 

24068. Do you think their rents are satisfactory ? have you heard 
any complaints about that I—No, I do not hear much complaint 

24069. Are they a small class of crofters, or do they pay, for crofters, 
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ORKNEY, good rents'!—They vary. There are no t many large farms in B irsay; 
• Lord Zetland's farms are generally smaller farms. 

HARRAY. 24070 . Are they what may be called medium-sized farms?—I would 

Rev. David s a>' t u e y a r e --------- farms. 
Johnston. 24071 . N o t small crofts ?—No, I would not say they are called crofters; 

I would no t call them crofters, bu t small farmers. 
24072. What is the lowest r e n t ] — £ 6 to £ 1 5 or £ 2 0 ; but of course 

there are farms above that. 
24073. £ 6 is about the lowest1!—There may be some as low as £ 3 . 
24074. In point of fact, then, there are all sizes ?—Yes. 
24075. Are they tolerably comfortable well to-do people?—There Ì3 

more poverty than in Harray, b u t on the whole, they are fairly comfortable. 
24076. Is the land equally good in Birsay as in Harray ?—Yes. Perhaps 

better in some parts ; the crops are sooner ready. I had once the whole 
of Harray and B irsay—they were united iu one parish under one minister. 

24077. You have not that now?—No t the whole of Birsay, bu t I had 
once. 

24078. S ir Kenneth Mackenzie.—You were asked about the character 
of the agriculture, and you compared it with the character of the agricul­
ture in Unst. But comparing the agriculture of the proprietors here with 
tha t of the tenant farmers in Birsay how would you say it stands ?—Much 
the same between here and Birsay, only there are some larger farms in 
Birsay than iu Harray . 

24079. On these larger farms is the agriculture of a higher order 1— 
Fully, I should say. There are the farms of Boodhouse and Swanie 
conducted on a higher scale than the generality of farms. 

24080 . Is the stock a better kind of stock ?—No, I don't th ink so. 
24081. You th ink the proprietors in this parish have as good stock as 

the tenants and large farmers in the neighbouring parish ?—I th ink so. 
24OS2. Stock which brings as high prices in the marke t ?— I think so, 

bu t I do no t know much about that. 
24083. Is the cultivation here as good as in the neighbouring parish of 

B irsay ?—Yes, and immensely improved within the memory of the oldest 
inhabi tants ; it was very poor before. 

24084. The Chairman.—Do you desire to make a i t a t3nen t about the 
evils attached to united parishes ?—I should like, if that point is within 
the competency of the Commission, to call a t tent ion to it. So far as I 
can understand, the parishes were uni ted long ago, simply because there 
were no t enough people in each parish to support a minister. That was 
a purely ecclesiastical matter, bu t it has brought very inconvenient civil 
consequences along with it. I suppose any remarks I make are not to be 
l imited to Harray and Birsay. I could mention islands where one has 
quite an independent interest from another, and where it is forced into 
connection with the other, so that i t must be under the same School Board 
and the same Parochial Board. I could name the island of Flotta, 
which is conuected with the island of Walls, and which, at present, has 
no representative in the School Board. I believe it pays school rates to 
"Walls, and gets no rate back ; and I know of other cases in Orkney and in 
Shetland of the same nature, where islaud parishes are t ied together in a 
way tha t is very inconvenient. I see no reason why Harray and Birsay 
should be tied together in the way they are ; and I believe many of the 
people th ink the same thing. I have often wished to suggest in the 
proper quarter tha t it should, at any rate, be competent in the case of 
uni ted parishes, where one of the parishes can show reasons for being dis­
united, that it should be so. Fo r instance, a bill at the door there quotes 
an Act of Parliament, and the way in which the thing is done is often in 
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the interpretation clause—in the Education Act of 1872 it is the tenth ORKXEY. 
section which provides for it—which states that the word ' parish' includes 
united parish ; and however strong a reason may be offered why an island HAR-IAY. 
such as Flotta or North Ronaldshay should have a separate Parochial Rev David 
Board or School Board, it is still bound to another. In the island of Johnston. 
Bressay they are compelled to be in union with a part of the mainland 
of Shetland and with an island on the other side of the mainland of 
Shetland, merely because the old arrangement has been adhered to. Now, 
in almost every other old arrangement, when that arrangement is incon­
venient, legislation provides a remedy, but it has not been so in this 
instance. 

24085. There ought to be discretionary power to disunite united 
parishes, where their civil interests render it desirable 1—Yes, perhaps by 
petition to the sheriff, or some other way. 

24086. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—I am afraid the sheriff is not strong 
enough to do it. Is there not a process in the Court of Sessiou for that? 
—Ecclesiastically, but not civilly. 

24087. You don't mean to say that there should be half a dozen 
separate boards and jurisdictions in one parish. You mean to disunite 
and reconstitute the parish which once was a parish ?—Yes, where there 
was sufficient reason for i t ; and that every Act of Parliament referring to 
Scotland should not tie down all future parishes in that way to be together. 
I am afraid it would require an Act of Parliament to disunite them—it 
would need legislation. 

[ADJOURNED. 1 

BIRSAY, ORKNEY, SATURDAY, JULY 21, 1883. ORKXEY. 

Present:— BIRSAY. 

Sir KENNETH S. MACKENZIE, Bart., Chairman. 
DONALD CAMERON, Esq. of Lochiel, M.P. 
C FRASER MACKINTOSH, Esq., M.P. 
Sheriff NICOLSON, LL.D. 
"rofessor MACKINNON, M.A. 

WILLIAM DAVIDSON, Meadow Bank, Sandwick (61)—examined. 

24088. Sir Kenneth Mackenzie.—Are you a tenant or proprietor?— William 
Both. Davidson. 

24089. What extent of land do you own yourself?—Thirty-five acres. 
24090. All your own land?—It is poor land. 
24091. Is it all arable land, or is it pasture land ?—Most of it is ploughed 

now. 
24092. How much land do you hold as a tenant ?—Four acres. 
24093. From whom do you hold those four acres?—Mr Irvine of 

Quoyloo. 
24094. How long have you been a proprietor ?—Twenty-two years. 
24095. And how long have you held the four acres from Mr Irvine?— 

The same time. 
24090. Was your own land not sufficient for you ; or what induced you 
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ORKNEY, to take land from Mr Irvine ?—He had common to sell, and he offered 
me the land on lease to induce me to buy a piece of his common. 

BIRSAT. 24097. What length of lease had you of his four acres?—Nineteen 

William y e a r s-
Davidson. 24098. You had that twenty-two years ago ?—l es. 

24099. And the lease has now expired ?—Yes. 
24100. Have you taken a new lease?—The lease is still existing 

betwixt us. 
24101. With no new lease ?—Yes. 
24102. What rent are you paying for the four acres?—163. an acre. 
24103. Is your house on that land, or upon your own land?—On my 

own land. 
24104. You built it yourself ?—Yes. 
24105. I suppose it is not impertinent to ask what price you paid for 

the thirty-five acres ?—30s. an acre—£50. 
24106. What do you consider the land is worth to-day?—I have never 

felt it to be worth anything. 
24107. You have improved it?—Yes. 
24108. And did you make anything of it ?—I should not have improved 

i t ; I had nine acres under lease, and I managed to improve it in connection 
with that. 

24109. But you said you had four acres under lease?—Five acres were 
sold. I had a nineteen years' lease , aud I continued with the four 
acres. 

24110. But have you made nothing of your land? Is it worth nothing 
at all?—It is worth nothing at all indeed. 

24111. Would you be glad to have £ 5 0 for it to-day ?—No, because I 
have laid out more than £100 on it. 

24112. Then it is worth something ; I asked you what you thought it 
was worth ?—I would say it is worth 6d. an acre. 

24113. Of rent?—Yes. 
24114. Aud how many years' rent is generally given in buying property 

in this country ?—It used to be twenty, but now it has risen, I daresay, 
to between thirty and forty. 

24115. Then it is not worth as much as you gave for it to begin with ? 
Well, hardly not, indeed. 

24116. Is that because the land is so poor ?—Yes; and perhaps, not to 
take up your time, I may state the grievance which brought me here. The 
reason which brought me to Orkney was this : I was a servant in Aberdeen­
shire, and my father was a crofter under the Countess of Leslie, in the parish 
of Chapel of Garioch ; and in connection with the property first there was 
Mr Bolton, factor there, and in succession to him Mr Blaikie, and in succes­
sion to him Adam & Anderson. It was Anderson who was the factor. In 
the time of the former factor it was the custom on that property to pay dues, 
road money, school salary, and all dues for the coming year, fore-hand paid, 
and the rent for the latter year; and this factor wanted everything for 
one year, and he asked the tenants, and my father among the rest, to pay 
the dues for the same year as the rent; and my father had no objections, 
only he paid them for that year. He would not pay more but for the one 
year, and the factor insisted that he should pay the same as the others. 
He then said he would ask no more dues from him while he was on the 
property, and warned him out. They entered the Court, and in course of 
a five or six years' lawsuit, he and the factor settled his lease, and then he 
had to leave; and I saw the commons advertised in Orkney, and I came 
to Orkney and bought these commons. And now I have a grievance re­
specting them, and I came here to state it. It is in connection with the 
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Valuation Act. We have a new valuation in Orkney this same season, I ORKNEY. 
think. From the first year I bought the commons I got notice from the 
assessor to return its value, and of course I had only paid £50 , and got BIRSAT. 
nothing back, and I returned it as of no value. I got notice from the William 
assessor that it was entered in the roll as worth 3s. Next year I com- Davidson, 
menced to build a house upon it, and the assessor valued the place in my 
absence, and I got notice from him that it would be worth 30s., and I was 
entered in the valuation roll at £ 1 , 10s. The common before I bought it 
was not in the valuation roll, and all the common surrounding me is not 
in the valuation roll yet. I see the representative of the Earl of Zetland 
here, and I am not aware that his commons are assessed at any value ; 
and it would satisfy me to know how they are valued, for they don't appear 
in the valuation roll. Another assessor came over the place a few years 
ago, and raised the valuation to 35s., and still all the commons around me 
are of no value, apparently, for they don't appear in the valuation roll. 
In order to make it more provoking, I get a schedule from the assessor 
every year to fill up, and, as I have told the Commissioners already, I 
have returned the land as worth 6d. an acre—better things won't let at 
that—but the assessor won't pay any heed to my statement. And under 
a penalty of £20 or £50 , for returning a false statement, I have every 
year to fill up that schedule, and call it worth £1 , 15s. I want to return 
it at 17s. 6d. I would admit, although, it is worth nothing, it is reason­
able it should be entered at something; but at the same time I cannot 
consider what way the big proprietors, such as the Earl of Zetland, can 
hold thousands of acres clear of the valuation roll, whereas small indivi­
duals such as I am are entered there. I complain that he gets so much for 
nothing; he got a free gift of it—national property, I believe; and that a 
small person like myself, who has had to buy his property, should be 
assessed for it, while Lord Zetland, who got his property for nothing, pays 
nothing. The filling up of these schedules must cost something, and I 
think the Commissioners could not do a better thing than suppress them. 
They do no good, these schedules ; they only irritate one ; it is a public 
thing, and an irritating thing, and I believe the reason of your being here 
is to remove everything that is irritating. 

24117. But you have a house on the land 1—Yes. 
24118. And that is included in the 35s. I—Yes. 
24119. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—Have you ever appealed to the 

Commissioners sitting in Kirkwall Ì—I appealed, but did not appear, be­
cause they make it so troublesome ; one must bring evidence, and that 
would put me to more expense than it would be worth while to incur— 
they make it so inconvenient. 

24120. And was it something wrong with the lease that brought you to 
Orkney Ì—It wa3 just that property being managed by the factors who 
were not responsible for their actions, or I would have been in my father's 
place. 

24121. Have you any reason to be satisfied with having come to 
Orkney ; has your health not been better 1—My reason for being here to-day 
is in connection with these Valuation Acts. I think I am suffering a great 
injustice, because it is a public thing, and people are entitled to fair play 
with the neighbours. 

24122. Did a number of other people buy commonty at the same time 
as you did, from the gentleman selling it 1—Yes, others did. 

24123. And are they in the same position as yourself 1 Are they charged 
for their improvements 1—Some of them are that poor that they are not 
able to pay it, but they are all in the valuation roll who are able to pay; 
a few are exempted from poverty. 



1 5 2 0 Highlands and Islands Commission. 

ORKNEY. 2 4 1 2 4 Have you any other complaint to make?—Not personally. 
24125. Le t us hear any public grievance you have then?—Any public 

BIRSAY. grievance I would have is in connection with the management of land ; that 
William the proprietors are often very unfeeling. Fo r instance, in connection with' 

Davidson, my own land, and the improvement of the lands which I had under lease, 
there were three proprietors who had to make a main drain. They failed 
to make it in a reasonable time, and I complained that my lease was wast­
i n g ; and the then proprietor submitted to £ 1 of yearly loss upon 
his r e n t ; bu t before the drain was finished he died, and the heir renounced 
the lease, and that brought me into litigation with him, and I gained the 
case, but I lost money. That was here, not in Aberdeenshire. 

24126. Are you quite sure you are correct in saying tha t Lord Zetland's 
common or hill ground is not in the valuation roll at all ?—I am not sure, 
but I cannot find it in any way, nor any other proprietor like him. None 
was deducted from Mr Irvine's when mine was sold. I t was continued at 
the same valuation. 

24127. Do the tenants occupy Lord Zetland's hill land here?—He has 
about a thousand acres between me and the sea, bu t I don't know 
whether it is occupied or not. 

24128. W h a t beasts are put upon Lord Zetland's h i l l?—I t is not 
pa s tu r e ; it is like mine, it is very poor. 

24129. A l though it is very poor, you would like to see it on the ro l l?— 
Yes, when mine is on it, certainly. Mine is the poorest in Orkney, 
certainly. 

24130 . Are there many small proprietors like yourself in Sandwickwho 
hold land ?—A good few. 

24131 . Are they pret ty well off?—They are generally pret ty well off 
except those who have got commons without any more, and they are 
very badly off. 

24132. I suppose the acres Mr Irvine left with you were good lands?— 
I t was jus t a loch and water. These proprietors let the water off, and I 
had to make land out of it. 

24133. But it turned out to be good land?—Yes. 
24134. A re some of these small proprietors very ill off?—Yes. 
24135. Are they so ill off tha t they have been excused from paying 

rates ?—Yes, they have been excused from paying assessments. 
24136. We have come from another par ish—Harray—where there is 

only one pauper on the roll, is that the case here? How many paupers 
have you got ?—I am no t so sure about t h a t ; but we are pretty comfortable 
in Sand wick, for tha t we are no t under legal assessment; we are under 
voluntary assessment. 

24137. How does that work now. Do people like yourself pay anything 
a t all or do you keep your own poor?—We pay, and in the same way the 
big proprietors pay full assessment for their tenants. For a long t ime 
the big farmers refused, bu t now their masters are paying for them, and 
we are getting on pretty happily. 

24138. Who manages the distribution of the money—is it the minister or 
the kirk session; or are there some representatives of the her i tors?—I t 
is still the old session I th ink—the Parochial Board they are called; it is 
j u s t the old Parochial Board. The only new thing is the inspector; it is 
managed by him instead of in the old fashion. 

24139. Are the people of this parish generally pretty well off?—In 
Birsay parish I believe they have everything tha t is wanted of new 
improvements. They have perpetual tenure and are very well off. 

24140 . Who is proprietor of B irsay?—The big proprietor is the Earl of 
Zetland. 



Minutes of Evidence. 1521 

BlRSAY 

William 
Davidson. 

24141. Who is proprietor about here in Sandwick?—There are a good ORKNEY, 
many proprietors in Sandwick. 

24142. Is there any big one1?—The biggest one is Mr Watt of Skail; 
two-thirds of Birsay he holds. 

24143. Did the people in this district know that the Commissioners 
were coming to-day ?—I scarcely think they knew j I got an Aberdeen 
paper and saw it in it. But I would not have noticed it unless I had been 
told by a neighbour. 

24144. Supposing the people had got effective notice, do you think 
they would have sent delegates to come here to-day?—I am not aware; I 
don't think many of them would. 

24145. Sir Kenneth Mackenzie.—You mentioned that there were 
proprietors in the parish of Sandwick so poor that they were not asked to 
pay assessments; are there many of these proprietors V—No, not many. 

24146. How many will there be; how mauy do you know of?—Only 
one, but I think there will be more. 

24147. What acreage does he hold 1—Four acres. 
24148. Is that of this common land?—Yes. 
24149. Has he a house of his own on it?—Yes. 
24150. Is his land arable?—It is ploughed, but, of course, he grows 

nothing on it. 
24151. Does he keep any beasts at all?—Sometimes a ewe. 
24152. Does he grow potatoes?—A few; he has a garden. 
24153. And does he get anything out of the garden ?-—He is a blacksmith 

to trade. 
24154. Has he a blacksmith's shop on his property?—Yes. 
24155. And does he not pay assessment ?—Not for several years. 
24156. Because he is so poor ?—Yes. 
24157. Has a blacksmith no trade in this country ?—The iron and coals 

are done. 
24158. What stock do you keep yourself?—I keep pretty fair stock 

myself, but I don't keep it on these commons; I keep myself on pretty 
good terms with Mrs "Watt of Skail, and keep my stock upon her 
property. 

24159. But I suppose you feed your stock upon your own provender in 
winter ?—Yes. 

24160. What stock are you able to winter?—I generally have the 
matter of half-a-dozen Shetland cattle. 

24161. What sort of cattle are they?—Just ordinary cattle. 
24162. What price do the two-year-olds fetch?—Sometimes £10 . 
24163. In a year like this would they not fetch more?—No, that is 

about the highest; it is rare we manage that. 

DONALD STEPHEN, Northtown, Birsay (36)—examined. 

24164. Sir Kenneth Mackenzie.—"What is your profession ?—A farmer's 
son and small proprietor. 

24165. Do you occupy any land besides what you own ?—I work on my 
father's farm. 

24166. Is this property your father's or your own?—My father is 
tenant. 

24167. But you are a proprietor besides?—Of a small bit of ground. 
24168. Is that yours or your father's?—My own. 
24169. And your father is tenant?—Yes. 

5 D 

Donald 
Stephen. 
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ORKNEY. 

BlRSAT. 

Donald 
hen. 

24170. 
acres. 

24171. 
24172. 
24173. 
24174. 

24170. 
24180. 
24181. 
24182. -No, since there 

What extent of land does your father hold 1—Seventy-seven 

What extent of property do you possess ?—Sixteen acres. 
Did you purchase this property ?—Yes. 
How long have you held it?—Four years. 
Was it arable land when you bought it ?—No, common. 

24175. To whom did it belong?—To a proprietor in Aberdeenshire of 
the name of Park. 

2 1176. Were there others beside you who bought common land at that 
time ?—No, it was a part of infield property, and this was outfield common. 
It was for sale by private bargain at the time. 

24177. What price did it sell for?—I would not like to mention 
the price because I am, perhaps, for selling it again. 

24178. Is it entered in the valuation roll'?—Yes. 
For what rent ?—£5. 
For the sixteen acres?—Yes. 
Have you reclaimed it ?—Part of it. 
Was that £5 put on before you reclaimed it?-

have been improvements on it. 
24183. Is there a house on it?—No house at present. 
24184. Does your father hold his land upon lease ?—Yes. 
24185. What length of lease9—I think there are about six years to run. 
24186. Was it a fourteen or a nineteen years' lease ?—I am not exactly 

sure ; I think it was for thirteen years. 
24187. Was his an improving lease?—-Yes. 
24188. Was the land uncultivated when he entered upon it?—We re­

claimed about forty-five acres since we came to the property about 
eighteen years ago. 

24189. Is he to receive compensation for it at the close of the lease?— 
Unfortunately no. 

24190. He thought, when he took the lease, the length of lease would 
be sufficient compensation for it ?—I suppose so. 

24191. Has it been profitable?—No, unfortunately it has not. It 
may be a good illustration of how landlordism has been in this country. 
During the last eighteen years we have reclaimed about forty-five acres; 
drained it, and tilled it, and put out more money in the reclamation than 
the property cost eighteen years ago. Some of the ground was a loch at 
one time; we have drained it, and in some parts we put down 400 loads 
of stones to the acre. It is all stone drains. Every dry year we get no 
crop out of i t ; and in a wet year we get no crop either. It requires a 
medium year, or a dropping year. In the field we reclaimed there are no 
turnips this present year, although it was sown with turnips. We have 
built a house upon it, and we received no assistance from the proprietor,, 
and I suppose at the end of the lease the proprietor can turn us away 
without any compensation, and that is where the hardship comes in. 

e24192. What rent have you been paying?—About £15 a year. 
24193. There were about thirty-five acres improved when you entered? 

—No, there were scarcely that; it was in a very bad state. The pro­
prietor who had it then had two tenants—there was a double building—-
and the two tenants removed and sold off their crop. The next tenant 
had it for a year and rouped off the crop. The next tenant was two years 
in i t ; he had nothing to put upon it when he came, and the second year 
he rouped off the produce. We then entered. The first year we came, 
in the month of April, we had nothing but artificial manure en it, and we 
have been in it since. The farm was in a very run-out state when we 
entered, and it took a number of years to put it in proper condition. 
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Since then we have reclaimed about forty-five acres, or I may say I have ORKNEY. 
ploughed myself about fifty acres of virgin soil, and we have spent more 
money on improving than the property comes to. BIRSAY. 

24194. And the land which you have reclaimed is not very good land p0nald 
altogether ?—It is second class land. Stephen. 

24195. But the land you found under cultivation is of better quality? 
—It is very good ground, but there are only about fourteen acres of it. 

24196. You have put that into good heart?—Yes, it is in good heart. 
We used about five cwt. of artificial manure, and twenty or thirty loads of 
farm-yard manure. 

24197. Wrhat does a load weigh here?—About half a ton ; and it takes 
usuaUy about fifteen tons to dung an acre. 

24198. What class of stock do you keep?—We imported a pure buU 
from Aberdeenshire the other year. 

24199. And you breed a cross stock 1—Yes. 
24200. What do your two-year-olds fetch?—We sell them when they 

are about six quarters old and get about £16. 
24201. Do your neighbours keep equally good stock ?—They have been 

using the same bull which we keep, and their stock is very good. 
24202. Is yours the only bull in the parish of that class ?—There are 

only other two—I suppose Mr Leask of Bordhouse and Mr Bratch of 
Swanie; but some of the other farmers occasionally take down a pure bull. 

24203. Is the land which you have purchased a good quality of land ? 
—No. 

24204. Does it adjoin the land you rent ?—Yes. 
24205. You proposed to work them together ?—Yes. 
24206. Do you look forward to having to pay higher rent or to being 

removed ?—I could not say; it is a new proprietor who is on just now. 
He is a relation of my own ; he is my uncle. 

24207. Mr Cameron.—Was any stipulation made in your lease at the 
commencement about reclaiming the land ?—It was understood that we 
would have to reclaim it. 

24208. If it was understood you had to reclaim it, I suppose that was 
taken into consideration in fixing the rent, was it not ?—Most certainly it 
would require to be taken into consideration, because it is not to be 
expected that the tenant would sink his capital in another man's land and 
get no compensation. 

24209. And you preferred the compensation in your rent rather than at 
the end of your lease ?—We have paid more than was calculated for at first. 

24210. The land you drained has no crop in a dry year and none in a 
wet year ?—It is so, and it can be seen this year. 

24211. You could not expect much compensation for improvement of 
that kind ?—The money is sunk upon the property. 

24212. But if it is sunk unprofitably it would be rather hard to expect 
the landlord, whether your uncle or not, to pay for it ?—It was loch at one 
time, and that money was sunk in i t ; and I made dry land, which is a 
permanent improvement. 

24213. It would be a permanent improvement if you succeeded in grow­
ing crops, but if you don't succeed in doing that, it is surely not much of 
an improvement'!—But when one uses the means. 

24214. You endeavoured to make an improvement and it did not turn 
out to be an improvement ?—Some years. 

24215. Did your father occupy himself in any other way besides farm­
ing ?—No, he was a farmer before he came to the country. 

24216. Did he find the money with which you bought the land?—It 
was my uncle who bought the land. 
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ORKNEY. 21217. No, but your own land'—No, it was money I saved up 
myself. 

BIRSAY. 24218. Did you save it up as a farmer, or as a labourer?—As a 
Donald labourer; I wrought on his farm. 
Stephen. 21219. What is the quality of the land which you say is good land— 

producing good crop—how would you describe the soil of it?—It is one 
of those black soils full of vegetable matter. 

21220. And how would you describe the bad laud ?—As thin gravelly 
soil, or perhaps a stiff boulder soil. 

21221. With a good deal of clay mixed up in it?—White clay of the 
burning kind. 

21222. What crops do you fiud succeed best in the laud which is good? 
—Oats. 

21223. Does it grow good turnips?—Some years; it depends on 
whether there is moisture or a good deal of sunshine. When there is a 
deficiency of sunshine and a prevalence of cold east winds, the crop is 
usually stunted. 

21221. Professor Macldnnon.—What part of the country do you come 
from 1—Wick parish, Caithness. 

21225. You were brought up to farming all your life ?—-Yes. 
21226. You said that^the amount of money you have spent upon this 

place is more than what purchased it eighteen years ago; would the purchase 
price of it to-day be double the amount of what it was eighteen years 
ago ?—It would depend upon what the demand for the laud was. 

21227. But as demand goes in this place ?—Yes. 
21228. So that to the proprietor, then, your outlay is no loss?—To 

the landlord it is not possible, when it is 150 per cent, profit. 
21229. Then the place would fetch more than double the price it 

fetched eighteen years ago?—I would thiuk so, when I caUed it 150 
per cent, added to the purchase price. 

21230. In order to make things fair for the tenant, for yourself, what 
change would you propose to make in the term of giving leases or the 
like of that1}—I would propose that all permanent improvements ought 
to be paid to the man who made them; take the difference of the valua­
tion on entry and raise the rent on the termination of the lease. 

21231. How would you estimate the permanent improvements?—Such 
as the making of roads and building of houses and drainage. Perhaps 
a piece of ground only worth Is. per acre, or 6d. an acre, at the termina­
tion of a lease may be worth 30s. an acre, and the difference between 
that and the price when the lease was taken should be paid to the man 
who made it worth that. 

21232. The difference between the letting value of the land just now 
and its letting value twenty years hence—would you consider that repre­
sented the permanent improvement upon the part of the tenant ?—We 
don't know what the letting value might be twenty years to come—what 
progress the country will make. 

21233. Does not that introduce another element—the progress of the 
country ?—Perhaps it may from the landlord's point of view, but when 
the tenant has made the country—for instance, a landlord lets his land 
to a tenant, and the tenant puts in drains, and the landlord gives the use 
of the land and Government money. The tenant does the cartage and 
gets numbers of horses killed, perhaps, and makes himself an old man 
before he has come to manhood, and at the end of his lease the landlord 
gets a property of enhanced value, and Government money expended 
upon it, while he has expended nothing. Is not the man who has made 
it, less this money, the man who is entitled to compensation ? 
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21234. But it would be a difficult thing to calculate the amount of OF.KXEY. 
the compensation?—A tenant would not have much difficulty in calcu-
lating it. Supposing the property was worth Is. per acre when the B"'"SAY-

tenant entered it, and was at the end worth 20s., less the taxes, should Donald 
it not then belong to the man who made it worth that. Stephen. 

24235. You stated you expended a large amount of money upon it. 
Now you would not consider you would require to get the whole of that 
back at the end of the lease Ì—-I don't expect to get the whole of it back, 
but only a fair share of it, less the taxes. At the termination of the 
lease it would appear in the valuation roll at a higher value, and less 
taxes upon that—that deducted, to whom does the balance belong unless 
to the man who made it so ? 

24236. You would ask the difference between the letting value at the 
beginning and end of the lease, less the taxes'?—One would naturally 
suppose so, to make it fair for both parties if the landlord invested 
nothing in the property. 

24237. And you think that would be fair terms for a lease in the 
future ?—Well, I would not like to say that the landlord should be tied 
down, or that the tenant ought to be the slave of the landlord ; let them 
make a fair, open, honest bargain, and let both parties stand by that. 
But there is such keen competition for the land, that farmers are led 
to give a higher value than the property is worth, and they must do that 
or emigrate. 

24238. What remedy would you provide for that?—That is a very 
wide question. The usual remedy in some districts you have gone over 
is to ship them over to America and give them £100 per family to 
settle them down. 

24239. In order to diminish the competition ?—It would diminish the 
competition but not in a country perhaps like this. Perhaps land can 
scarcely be extended profitably here. Aud then, there is very heavy 
taxation in this country. 

24240. Do you think it is heavier than it need have been ?—That is 
a question which requires a good deal of consideration. Some parishes 
are heavier taxed than others. This parish is very heavily taxed with 
regard to lunatics, and I think that charge should be an imperial one. 

24241. Instead of a local rate, you think part of that should be levied 
upon the imperial taxation ?—Yes. 

24242. Sir Kenneth Mackenzie.—It is so just now, half of it?—But 
not a fair share. 

24243. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—You have told us that you bought 
this land with your own money, although you don't feel disposed to 
mention the amount. Have you ever been a ploughman in service except 
with your father?—No. 

24244. When did you begin to get money as wages from your father ? 
—I suppose when he found that I was earning more than the cost of the 
clothes I was getting. 

24245. When about sixteen or eighteen years of age would you begin 
to get some money ?—I suppose it was very little I was getting at that 
time. 

24246. Out of the money "you got from him you purchased this pro­
perty ?—Certainly. 

24247. You did not engage in any other business?—Sometimes I did 
a little in dealing. 

24248. You might buy a beast and sell it ?—Yes. 
24249. But still the money was all made by yourself ?—All. 
24250. How many times what you gave for your land would you now 
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ORKNEY, expect to get for it 1—That is a very nice way of putting it, but I don't 
feel inclined to answer that. But if you are inclined to purchase the 

BIRSAY. lixnd, I will be most happy to show you it. 
Donald 24251. Is there any reason why other people in your position should not 
Stephen, have done as weU as you have done ?—One thing, I don't drink or smoke 

the money ; perhaps what other people would spend in that I save. 
24252. You have thereby been enabled to put by more than you other­

wise would have done?—No doubt of it. 
24253. But suppose, then, another model young man like yourself whu 

does not drink or smoke, is there any reason to prevent his doing what 
you have done—putting by money to purchase land ?—Perhaps the young 
men may emigrate to America, and come back and make themselves 
proprietors. 

24254. But at home, could not young men do as you have done 1— 
Well, they would require to be very careful, their wages here are only 
£ 1 0 to £18 or £20 in the year, with, perhaps, six or eight bou3 of 
meaL 

24255. FoUowing out what you have said as to yourself; supposing 
you got the money you want, what would you do with i t ]—I would just 
invest it again. 

24256. In lands9—In what I might think most profitable. 
24257. Would you be disposed to invest it again in land 1—Well, at 

the present time there is a great demand for land, and the lawyers are 
very ready in offering money that it is perhaps sometimes^an inducement 
for parties to put their money in land, as they consider it safer to have a 
few acres than to invest otherwise. 

24258. Would you really increase your holding in land—was that your 
intention 1—At the present time there is no interest can be attained by 
putting money in land. 

24259. The return is so poor1?—It is. I know that I have been con­
siderably out of pocket by investing my money in land. 

24260. You have no intention, however, of leaving the country sup­
posing you realise your property. You do not intend to emigrate 1—The 
money I have would not carry me very far, and perhaps it might be 
as well to stay here as to go away. There is a suggestion I should 
like to bring under the notice of the Commissioners with regard to the 
law of hypothec : I think it should be abolished ; I think it is very injurious 
to the farmer. 

24261. Sir Kenneth Mackenzie.—You are rather outside the class of 
farmers into whose cases we are sent to inquire; do you think it is 
injurious to the crofter1?—Yes, in many cases. Take, for instance, the 
case of a young man who has a few pounds and friends to give him money, 
there is no security for these parties who lend him the money. Perhaps 
at the end of a few years he may fall into arrears, and the landlord would 
come down upon him. 

ANDREW GOLD, Graham Bank, Kirkwall (62)—examined. 

Andrew Gold. 24262. Sir Kenneth Mackenzie.—Are you Lord Zetland's factor 1—I sun. 
24263. Are you a farmer 1—I have about seventy acres of ground. 
24264. Have you any statement to make1?—No, but I shall be happy 

to answer any questions. 
24265. You were present this morning when we had one or two of the 

proprietors in Birsay and Harray before us 1—Yes. 
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24266. You know the circumstances of the parish of Harray and Birsay 1 ORKNEY 
—Yes. 

24267. We were told that in the parish of Harray, where there were BIRSAY. 
small proprietors, there was only one pauper; how do you account for . ~~~r .. 
that '.-—Well, there are very few in Birsay too; I cannot say how many ' 
there are, but there are very few. The poorrate in these two parishes 
would be a mere bagateUe if it were not for the lunatics we have. 

24268. Do you know what proportion of land is occupied by small 
heritors in this parish of Birsay, and what by the tenant farmers 1—There 
is not the half of it held by the small heritors. 

24269. Do you observe any difference between the condition of small 
heritors and tenant farmers ?—They are very much the same. 

24270. Do you observe any difference in the system of cultivation 
adopted by these two classes \—They are very much the same. 

24271. Were they different at one time?—A little ; I think, in former 
times, the tenants cultivated rather better than the small lairds. I think 
they set the lairds an example. I think the tenants and the large pro­
prietors were the first to commence improvements. 

24272. Did the tenants on Lord Zetland's property receive any com­
pensation for their improvements, or had they long leases on which to 
improve 1—There is none of them that live on the estate; I never had a 
case of compensation to consider. 

24273. They feel satisfied that they will be allowed to sit at the same 
rent 1—I don't know what they feel, but they are allowed to sit. 

24274. And they do improve and reclaim the land 1—There has not 
been a great deal of land reclaimed except in some portions of the hill; 
the land3 were chiefly cultivated before. They have only improved them 
in consequence of their being gathered together. Formerly they were all 
run-rig, and they could not improve it and cultivate to advantage; but about 
1845, when I entered office, I squared the lands up and put each tenant's 
farm round his house or as near as I possibly could, and that enabled them 
to cultivate the land to better advantage. I have brought with me a plan 
made in 1764 which shows how the lands lay then, and also how they 
were occupied up to 1845, and it may be curious for you to see it—it 
will give you a sort of idea how the lands all over the county of Orkney 
iay. They were all on the run-rig system. 

24275. Do you observe that the small lairds display more energy in 
reclaiming their land than the tenant farmers who have no security of 
tenure 1—Well, I cannot say that they do; I don't think so. 

24276. You heard the witness William Davidson remark on the fact 
that his land which he bought—a piece of common land, and which he 
had reclaimed and improved—was taxed at what he thought an exorbitant 
rate, and that Lord Zetland's common did not appear in the valuation rolL 
Can you explain what he meant ?—No, I cannot; there is a great deal of 
Lord Zetland's common in the valuation roll 

24277. But the common which is not let is in Lord Zetland's hands! 
No, the tenants have sheep and cattle on it. 

24278. Then it is all let 1—It is part and parcel of the farms. 
24279. And if it does not appear in the valuation roll separately it 

appears as part and parcel of the farm 1—It is a pertinent of these farms. 
24280. And if it were taken away from these farms would it decrease 

their value 1—It might a little, but not much. The commons are not 
very valuable. 

24281. It was stated by William Davidson that Lord Zetland's commons 
wero not pastured ?—Well, the tenants all round the hills pasture on them ; 
they have the right to put sheep and cattle on them. 



1523 Highlands and Islands Commission* 

ORKNEY. 24282. But the commons are so bad that they don't?—There area 
BIRSVY g°°d many sheep and cattle upon them. 

1 " 2-4283. You think the abstraction of the common from the farms 
Andrew Gold, would not materially reduce their value ?—No, I think each farm could 

get as much common as it required without affecting the general 
commonty, the commonty is so very extensive—about 7OOO acres. 

24284. Could these commons not be made of use somehow Ì—No, we 
have made several farms on the hill, but they have all been failures. Some 
Aberdonians came down here a number of years ago and took leases from 
Lord Zetland for portions of the common, and they have all turned out 
unsuccessful. 

24285. Are the names of those who came and took leases of commons 
in the valuation roll ?—Yes. 

24286. Are they taxed ?—Yes. 
24287. Must it not appear rather hard to those people that they should 

be taxed when the main common is practically not taxed Ì—Well, it is a 
very difficult thing to make up a valuation roll so as to do justice to all 
parties over the country, for taxation purposes. The same thing would 
apply to drainage or the reclamation of land anywhere. 

24288. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—When you mentioned that you did not 
think the smaU proprietors were improving more than the tenants of the 
same class, I presume you referred to Lord Zetland's tenants'?—I think 
the tenants generally cultivate their lands as well as the small proprietors 
do. I cannot say there is very much distinction. 

24289. You would not draw a distinction between other proprietors in 
that respect Ì—No. 

24290. Are other properties not changing hands now and then 1—Small 
properties, yes; there are frequently properties in the market. 

24291. You have been here nearly forty-five years. Is it not the case 
that there are properties changiug hands in Orkney, and which have 
changed hands during the last forty years, upon which there have been 
tenants of £80 and upwards]—Oh, yes. 

24292. Don't you think, when a mau buys a property he is apt to raise 
the rents when there are no leases 1 Is not a new comer very apt to raise 
the rent 1—Yes, he is very apt to do so ; he would like a fair percentage 
for his money; it is natural at any rate. 

24293. That being the case, explain how it is that the position of a man 
whose rents are liable to be raised is as good as that of the small heritors 
whose rents cannot be raised 1—I did not say they were in so good a position. 

24294. What did you say?—I understood that the Chairman's question 
was in regard to cultivation. The position is very different; I wouid 
rather be a proprietor than a tenant myself any day. 

24295. Would you like to see the condition of things in Harray spread 
over Orkney 1—I don't thiuk it would do any harm I don't think it 
would do with every class of people. I don't think, for instance, it would do 
with Irishmen ; but they are a different race of people. I think if you 
made him proprietor of his own lands in Ireland he would do nothing ; 
but if you gave the Orcadian an estate of his own, he would work it up 
because he is an intelligent industrious man. 

24293. Is it not a fact that in almost every place where these small 
proprietors are, you will find an old house ami a new—that they have 
built new houses 1—Yes. 

24297. And there is a great change for the better in the buildings?—A 
very great change during the last forty years, amougst the houses of small 
proprietors as well as the houses of tenants all over the country. 

24298. So far as the land has faUen under your observation, does it 
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realise very high prices ?—Small lots will generally fetch high prices, and ORKNEY, 
it is generally sold in that way for that purpose. 

24299. Have you any idea, from your own observation, and as a com- I-IBSAY« 
missioner of supply, whether or not the rents paid by sinaU tenants—I Andrew~Gold 
am speaking of tenants under £30 a year—are in proportion more than 
those of big farms ?—No, I don't think so, generally. 

24300. One of the small proprietors mentioned to us at Harray that 
his predecessor had purchased up the feu duties, and therefore it was free. 
Explain very briefly what is Lord Zetland's position as a superior in 
Orkney; when the superiorities have not been bought up, are they all old 
feus where the entries to lands are not taxed?—Mostly. There are 
recent feus, of course, too. 

24301. And, of course, in that case the entry is taxed ?—Yes. 
24302. I presume then, in a great part of Orkney, when the superiorities 

change hands there is a year's rent exigible ?—No. 
24303. What then ?—Nothing. 
24304. Are there any casualties?—No. I don't know what they are 

in the bishopric, but there is none in the earldom. I think in the bishop­
ric they do, but not in the earldom. 

24305. What is the nature of the feu duties paid to you—is it a small 
money tax ?—No, it is chiefly paid in butter, malt and oatmeal, and 
poultry, and other articles. 

24306. You know the law of Scotland with regard to untaxed feus— 
there is no such clause in the charter here Ì—No, and no such charge, 
except in some of the recent feus. They are upon the ordinary law of 
Scotland. 

24307. The matter of superiorities cannot be considered a burden of 
any kind upon the land in Orkney in that way ?—No. 

24308. With reference to the teinds, is the Earl of Zetland the titu­
lar of all the lands ?—Yes. 

24309. Have the heritors generally bought up their teinds ?—No, not 
that I am aware of. 

24310. Are you in the habit of exacting the surplus teinds ?—Yes. 
24311. Does that form a considerable revenue?—No, notjmuch. 
24312. Have the most of them got their teinds valued?—Yes, most of 

them, except, I think, in this parish here. 
24313. I suppose the consequence is that there is not much surplus 

teinds ?—No. 
24314. But such as it is the titular has got the right?—Yes. 
24315. Mr Cameron.—What number of years' purchase is generally 

obtained for land when it is sold here?—It varies very much; it will range 
from twenty-five to one hundred years' purchase. 

24316. What sort of property fetches one hundred years?—It is 
generally very good, but very small—very keen competition for it in con­
sequence of its smallness ; men very anxious to get a small place to settle 
down upon, pay three or four times its value. 

24317. What size of property would it be?—Twenty acres or less. 
24318. You don't include the house ?—It has been, of course, very low 

valued before in that case. 
24319. Do you include the house in that case?—Yes. 
24320. You mean with the house and property ?—Yes. 
24321. What would the houses bring on an average, beyond what 

would otherwise be obtained ?—Not very much; probably £40 or £50. 
24322. For the whole ?—Yes,|for the whole. Of course that is a very 

extreme price. I might explain that from twenty-five to fifty years is 
something like the range. There may be instances just of £100 . I have 
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ORKNEY, known instances, but it was just property cut up and let out in small lots 
to induce competition. It brought five times its value. 

BIRSAY. 24323. But where the land is sold at anything above fifty year's purchase, 
Andrew Gold. is i- n ° t because there is something extra in amenity or the character of 

the house which induces purchasers to give that?—No, it is just the desire 
to acquire a small place. 

2432-1. Do you mean to say they give that price to cultivate their own 
land f—Yes, and to have a small place of their own. 

24325. You heard the evidence given by the last witness—Mr Stephen 1 
—Yes. 

25726. Do you know of any instances where farmers have been in a 
position to buy land as he has described he did 1—Yes, my next neigh­
bour purchased a place for which he paid £5300 , last year. 

24327. Was he a farmer 1—Yes. 
24328. Did he make his money by farming?—Yes, in Sanday. 
24329. How long has he had the farm ?—He has been a farmer all his 

days ; he is a man of about fifty years of age. 
24330. He has been a farmer then for twenty-five or thirty years ?— 

Yes, and his father before him ; he did not make all the money him­
self. 

24331. But among people of the class of Mr Stephen, who purchased a 
farm out of his earnings as a labourer—you don't find many instances of 
that kind ?—No. 

24332. Most of those who purchase have been abroad and made some 
money—natives of Orkney ?—Yes. 

24333. Is there much desire among the small farmers to become 
owners of their own laud ?—I suppose so; it is a very natural desire. 

24334. But is the desire expressed in a practical way by their saving 
money so as to be able to avail themselves of any opportunity when it 
occurs]—No, the teuants who have been long in a farm never seem to 
enter the field of competition. 

24335. Sheriff Nicolson.—When you became factor here, in what state 
did you find the land on the property of the Earl of Zetland ?—It was, of 
course, very LU cultivated, and could not very well be otherwise owing to 
the prevalence of the run-rig system. 

24336. The tenants of smaU holdings possessed bits of land scattered 
at great distances chiefly ?—Yes, and the result was that each had to get 
a road to his small place, and they had to lay it down at the same time, 
and all to reap at the same time. 

24337. And did you make any change upon that system 1—I squared 
them all up, and put each man's farm round his house as far as possible, 
and when that could not be done I gave him a square field as near as 
possible with a road down to it. 

24338. Did that change create any discontent?— It did, I must confess. 
24339. And what has the result been 1—Most favourable ; I think the 

tenants have felt the benefit of it. 
24340. Has that improvement been made generally through Orkney as 

well as in the Earl of Zetland's property]—All over Orkney. In districts 
where there were a number of small proprietors there were often difficul­
ties iu the way, and some litigation ensued. They had to raise a process 
of planking under an old statute, and the lands were surveyed under the 
direction of the court, and divided amongst the proprietors according to 
their respective interests and laid altogether, so as to enable them to 
cultivate to greater advantage. There has been a great improvement in 
the agriculture of Orkney within the last forty years—may be as much as 
in any part of Scotland. 
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24341. In what does the improvement consist ?—Improving the lands ORKNEY. 
and the improvement of the breed of cattle. For instance, in South 
Ronaldshay, I have no doubt there is a greater amount of money realised IRSAY* 
from that island than from the whole of the county forty years ago. Andrew Gold 

24342. What was the breed of cattle before that I—The native breed. 
24343. None else?—A few on the larger farms. 
24344. Both cattle and sheep ?—Yes. 
24345. W7hat is generally the breed of cattle now Ì—Shorthorn. 
24346. And sheep ?—Chiefly, I think, cross. 
24347. And that is the kind of stock the crofters have also, as well as 

the larger farmers ?—Yes. Of course, among the smaller tenants they have 
not such fine bulls as the larger farmers; the larger farmers have sent south 
and purchased the best animals that could be had in the market. 

24348. Has the improvement of the system of agriculture extended 
to the crofters as well as to the larger farmers ?—Yes. 

24349. Have you observed in your life here a decided improvement 
from year to year ?—Yes, certainly. 

24350. Has there been any improvement in the general condition of 
the people ?—-Very great 

24351. Are their houses better?—Very much better. 
24352. And do they live better ?—Yes. 
24353. Do they clothe themselves better 1—Much better. 
24354. Are there any of your crofters who are unable to make their 

living out of their land ?—Yes, some of them, of course. 
24355. Some of them have very small holdings?—Yes, merely a 

half. 
24356. Is there a considerable proportion of them who live upon the 

produce of their land ?—Yes. 
24357. Most of the small lairds do so also in this parish ?—Yes. 
24358. They are not engaged in fishing ?—No. 
24359. They are farmers and nothing else ?—Farmers and nothing else : 

small laird3. There may be a very few very small proprietors who may 
be workers or labourers. 

24360. There are some whose property is so small as to be valued at 
only £1 or £2?—Yes, and these cannot live upon their land. 

24361. There are no large farms on Lord Zetland's estate?—Not very 
large. 

24362. What is the largest rental?—The largest farm we have is 
in South Ronaldshay; it is about £170, and he has another farm. 

24363. Have you removed any small tenants in order to make use of 
their farms ?—I cannot recollect having done so. 

24364. Has there generally been, throughout the county of Orkney, 
during your experience of it, anything of the depopulation that has been 
practised more or less in Shetland?—No, there never have been any 
evictions on any estate in Orkney as far as I can recollect, and I have 
heard of very few in North Shetland for thirty-eight years. 

24365. Professor Mackinnon.—Are there any leases upon any of the 
smaU holdings ?—On Lord Zetland's estate there are some. A good many 
yeare ago I entered into a lease with a great number of tenants, and when 
the leases expired they would not renew them. 

24366. What is the lowest rent among those'who have leases?—I think 
the lowest is about £6 . All the larger tenants have leases, such as the 
farm I have referred to, and Bordhouse here. 

24367. The small tenants don't want leases ?—No. 
24368. Would they get leases for £6 and £ 1 0 crofts ?—Yes, if they 

want them. 
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ORKNEY. 213G9. And improving tenants whose places we saw on the hillside as 
we were coming along 1—No, they have no leases 

BIUSAY. 24370. And don't want any ?—No. 
Andrew Gold. 21.371. And they go on with their improvements the same?—Yes. 

21372. In perfect security that they will not be disturbed or have their 
rent raised ?—Quite so. 

21373. We have been told that the want of leases in various other 
parts of the country was the chief reason why improvement was not being 
carried on, but I suppose your experience here is quite different from that 
—they improve without leases ?—They do. I have never had any dilli-
culty with a single tenant; they are always ready to improve. 

21371. But no doubt that is due to the character of the people and 
the character of the administration for a long time?—Well, as long as 
you have a good tenant, and he cultivates his land well, and pays his rent, 
the proprietor has no reason to evict him. 

21375. There has been no request for a lease, from the fear of a change 
of proprietorship, or of change in the administration of the estate ?—No. 

21376. Upon what terms do you give a piece of hillside to a tenant?— 
There is no special arrangement; a good deal depends on the grouud. 
He gets it at a nominal rent, and may have it for a long period. 

21377. And he builds the house himself?—Where a large lump of the 
hill was taken, there was a special arrangement made between the pro­
prietor and the tenant; but in the small places laid off, they build the 
houses for their own convenience, and a nominal rent is laid on. 

21378. And do you allow them to cultivate as many acres as they can? 
—Yes. 

21379. And the rent is nominal?—Well, it Ì3 full value for the ground 
they get, but it is nominal notwithstanding. 

21380. How long would you consider it reasonable, in an ordinary case 
of that kind, to leave the rent at a nominal rate ?—I think at least they 
should have it for nineteen years at a nominal rent; and, even then, at a 
very moderate rent under the new arrangement, unless where the ground 
is very good. There are some places where the hill ground is exception-
aUy good; but as a rule it is not. 

21381. And where the tenant would get no assistance for buildings or 
fences, you would consider it only fair that he should get it during the 
first nineteen years, at a nominal rent ?—Yes, and at a moderate rent 
thereafter. 

21382. For a further period ?—For a further period. 
21383. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—Can you give us any idea what number 

of tenants or feuar3 there are upon the Lord Zetland's property?—I think 
somewhere about 700 tenants. There are over 200 who pay feu duty. 

21381. 500 tenants, and 200 who pay feu duty?—There are somewhere 
about 700 tenants. 

21385. And 200 feuars ?—Yes. 
21386. In your long experience, have you ever called in any surveyor 

to come and tell you what you ought to do in the way of fixing the rents Ì 
—I had to employ a surveyor to survey the estate. 

21387. But since then have you ever called in any surveyor ?—Yes, I 
had to call in a surveyor to square up the estate and get plans. 

21388. But about fixing the rents ?—We fixed the rents as we went 
along. 

21389. When was that last done ?—I don't remember, I'm sure. 
21390. A long time?—Yes, a good long while; I am still working at 

the place at the present moment—the same district. There have boen 
difficulties in getting it done until now. 
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24391. Was it in your time that the hill ground was divided amongst ORKXEY. 
the proprietors?—Yes, in regard to Birsay, Of course, all commonties in 
the country are now divided, but some were divided before I came BIRSAY. 
here. There were very few divided before I came; they were in process Andrew GolJ 
of division. 

24392. Sir Kenneth Mackenzie.—The tenant whom we saw at the road­
side sits practically rent free ?—Yes. 

24393. His name does not appear in the valuation roll 1—He is not 
paying anything yet ; it is not worth anything. • 

24394. I have alluded to Mr Davidson's grievance ?—Yes. 
" 24395. His name would have appeared on the valuation roll if Lord 

Zetland had sold that land to him %—Yes. 
24396. And he improved it himself?—Yes. 
24397. So that the people who have purchased land might naturally 

qave a grievance seeing that man sitting rent free ?—It is so infinitesimally 
small that it is not worth noticing. 

24398. But it exists ?—-Yes. 
24399. And this is the only grievance %—Well, it is one which would 

require to be looked at through spectacles. If I were to put a rent upon 
that mau at present he would only have to pay 2s. 6d., and it is not worth 
any. 

24400. Mr Davidson is rented at 35s. 1—He has his thirty-six 
acres. 

24401. But this crofter of Lord Zetland's has a lot of ground too?— 
Not two acres. 

24402. But it is going on increasing ?—Yes, in twelve years, perhaps, 
he may have something. 

24103. Has that question ever been before the valuation committee 
here ?—No; some of the commiosioners themselves have great complaints 
on the same subject. 

[ADJOURNED.] 

ORKNEY, KIRKWALL, MONDAY, JULY 23, 1883. OKKXEY. 

r, . KlEKWALI. 
Present:— 

Lord NAPIER AND ETTRICK, K.T., Chairman. 
Sir KENNETH S. MACKENZIE, Bart. 
DONALD CAMERON, Esq. of Lochiel, M.P. 
C. FRASER-MACKINTOSH, Esq., VLB. 
Sheriff NICOLSON, LL.D. 
Professor MACKINNON, M.A. 

Rev. ARCHIBALD MACCALLUM, Rousay (30)—examined. 

24404. The CJtairman.—How long have you been in your present Rev. Archibald 
charge J—About 3 \ years. MacCallum. 

24405. You are minister of the Free Church ?—Yes. 
24406. Have you been elected a delegate by the people of the place ?—-

I may state that I have notliing to do with the origination of these meet­
ings at all as I was south when they were begun, but a deputation 
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ORKNEY, of the crofters waited upon me last week, and requested me to attend 
their meeting, which was held last Saturday. I did so, and the statement 

KiKKWALL, --yhich i n o w have was read and carefuHy examined by them and adopted 
Re v. Archibaldas ^e i r own; and they requested mo to read it to your Lordship and 
MacCallum. your fellow Commissioners. 

24407. Did they appoint any other delegate of their own class at the 
same time 1—Yes. James Leonard, George Leonard, and Thomas Grieve; 
and two short written statements Avere prepared. 

24408. But you were their chief representative 1—Yes. 
24409. Will you have the goodness to read the statement 1—[reads]— 

- We, tenants and crofters of Rousay, desire to represent to the Com-
1 missioners, that we are in a condition generaUy of great and increasing 
' poverty, and that we are convinced that our present condition is owing to 
' the system of land management in Rousay for the last forty years, and 
1 especially for the last twenty years. A comparison of the rental, popu-
' lation, and tenures of lands, and other particulars, as these were forty years 
' ago, and as they are now, wUl show that the rental has been increased on 
- the island of Rousay, according to our best information, not less than 
' threefold, whHst in that same time the population has decreased, and 
- their substance also become less. (1st), Thus in 1841, the rental of the 
* whole parish (which includes the islands of Rousay, Egilshay, Veira, and 
- Enhallow) was only £1500 ; it is now £3876, 19s. 4d. It is necessary 
' to know, in order to see that the great increase has been on the island of 
1 Rousay and Veira, and on them only, that the rental of Egilshay (which 
' belongs to another proprietor, namely Dr Baikie) has been very slightly 
1 increased, as is well known, and that almost all Egilshay tenants sit 
' under good leases, and that the increase has been therefore almost 
1 entirely on the Rousay estate. (2nd), The population in 1841 was 
' 1263 souls; it is now 1118;—in the nation at large a like decrease would 
1 have caused alarm and indicated our decay as a nation. (3rd), This smaller 
- population, which pays at least a triple rental, is relatively much poorer. 
' A proof of this is that in 1841 there were eighteen herring-boats carrying 
1 ninety-tons; there are now only four. (4th), There were in 1841 thir-
' teen proprietors of land in the place ; there is now in Rousay only three; 
1 and two of these are but small farmers. The people are in this way 
- bound by the regulations of one proprietor, to which they must submit so 
' long as remaining in their native island. The main cause of our present 
1 state is an excessive rack-renting of land. But we have further to com-
' plain of the taking away from our use of the hill pasture and commons. 
' In 1841, there were 10,440 acres of land which was uncultivated and in 
- waste, or in use as pasture free to aU ; as also at that time 7500 acres of 
' undivided common ; and the people from time immemorial had the privi-
' lege of grazing and pasturing cattle, sheep, horses, and pigs without 
' payment of any kind. AU this has been taken away from us, and 
1 appropriated by the proprietor for his own use or for letting. We com-
1 plain that this very large loss was without our consent, and we were 
' never in any way compensated for it by reduction of rent. On the con-
' trary, rents have been raised at the same time; and some rents have 
' been even quadrupled, that is, increased fourfold, in the last forty years. 
1 It is an old beHef among us, handed down to us from our forefathers, 
• that we have a right to these hill pastures and commons ; and we would 
' respectfully ask Her Majesty's Commissioners that they be pleased to 
• make searching inquiry into this matter, that some explanation at least 

-' be got of so great an amount of property being taken from the body of the 
* people to the use of one; and we also ask a strict investigation into the 
' way in which the old Orkney tenures and settlements, so much more 
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' favourable to us than the present feudal tenures and arrangements, were ORKNEY. 
' lost, and these latter imported from the south by a gradual, and, as we 
' think, wrongfid process. Wre have also long believed that, a right of KlKKWALI" 
' settlement on the land of our fathers was secured to us by ancient Rev.Archibald 
' custom amounting to law, and that this was reserved to us always, even MacCallum. 
' when the Orkney Isles were given over to the Scottish Crown by 
' Denmark in the treaty or contract then made between Scotland and 
' Denmark. We humbly beg you to investigate that treaty, and any other 
' ancient documents or customs that bear on these points, for our satis-
' faction and your own assistance in your present task. Wo complain, 
' in any case, of harsh and needless evictions, of which we may give 
' examples—evictions of large bodies of people. Whether the landlord 
' has this power or no, we complain of the harshness of these evictions, 
' and that they were unnecessarily oppressive to the people, while leading 
' to no corresponding profit to the proprietor. One case of this was that 
1 in or about the years 1842-3, a number of families (almost exactly forty 
' families), were ejected from the lands of Greendale and Westside in 
' Rousay against their wishes and requests to remain, and all their lands 
' were joined for sheep pasture. Some went abroad, and some were 
' allowed to settle on other parts of Rousay, where the land was much 
' poorer in quality, and for the most part uncultivated ; and the lots given 
' to those who settled there after their eviction from Greendale and West-
' side, were not only poorer in soil, but smaller in extent. Those evicted 
' then and so settled, especiaUy in Sourin, were most of them just 
' permitted to settle on heather land, and to reclaim and bring in this for 
' themselves, and also to build houses for themselves on this wild land or 
' hill. When they had thus brought waste land into a state of cultiva-
' tion, and built houses for themselves and families after their eviction from 
' one place, rents were laid upon them for these lands and houses which 
' they built and reclaimed entirely by their own industry and labour, 
1 procuring themselves even the materials of the buildings, such as they 
' are. We complain that if rents were to be laid on us in such a case, 
' we should at least have been paid for our labours in building and 
' reclaiming. But no compensation of any kind, either for eviction from 
' the old places or for our improvement of the new, was given ; and the 
' rents first put on the latter have been frequently raised, and we sit as 
' mere tenants-at-will, liable to be again evicted from houses we built 
' ourselves, and to be rack-rented even if allowed to occupy them. 
' Another case was that of the Nearse eviction, in which three families 
1 were ejected by force about the same date, and in the depth of winter; 
1 the people and their household goods being laid out on the open hill, 
' and one ai,'ed woman fainting after this oppressive act several times, and 
' shortly afterwards she died. A very recent case of a similar kind. 
' occurring only two years ago, was the eviction from his land of the tenant 
' of Hammer, in the district of Wasbuster—a man of delicate health, and 
' reduced by this act now to poverty, whereas formerly he was always 
' able to meet his rent. His family stiU remains in the house, but the 
' land being added to another farm, they are left destitute, and are now 
' applying for parochial relief, while his own health has been so shattered 
' by the loss of the only means of livelihood open to him, that he has now 
' become an inmate of the Edinburgh Infirmary.' (I may state that this 
man returned on Saturday night, after this was written.) ' W e complain 
' esppciaUy that this poor man's wife and family—although they applied 
' for parochial relief some time ago—have had no provision made for them 
' yet, and would thus have been left in a state of absolute destitution, 
' but for their friends and neighbours. Another case is that of the 
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ORKNEY. ' present occupier of East Cray in Sourin, who at an advanced age 
' reclaimed land there and built a dwelling for his old age, entirely at his 

KIRKWALL. « o w n C Q s t . a n d s n o r f c i v a f t e r h i s d o i n g j -y^ b y t h e authority of the pro-
Rev Archibald' Prietor a reut was imposed upon him, and that first rent has now been 
MaeCalluin. ' increased about fivefold, and a special aggravation of wrong in this case 

' is that he had been previously evicted from a house and croft which he 
' had budt and reclaimed (with the exception of a quarter of an acre), also 
* himself at his own cost. Another matter is the lack of compensation 
1 for improvements, and that we do not possess or get liberty to improve 
' or budd new buildings necessary for our cattle, even when we are will-
' ing and offer to do so at our own cost; but we only get leave to make 
' improvements necessary for the safety of our stock on the terms named 
* by the proprietor, which involve an intolerable and apparently intermin-
4 able burden of interest on money borrowed by him, which interest seems 
' to form practically a permanent increase of rent. There is no induce-
1 ment for the sober and industrious man to labour and improve his home 
' and farm, but the contrary; for the fruits of his labours and outlay, 
' even when allowed, are taken from him without any compensation. 
1 And the utter insecurity of tenure again acts Avith this disheartening 
' effect on us. We humbly beg therefore that you wLU do what you can 
' to secure the revaluation of land, so that a fair rent may be fixed as 
' between proprietor and tenant, and that we shall have security of 
' tenure in our holdings ; and that these holdings may be increased as 
' necessary for the adequate support in comfort of our famdies, and that 
' the question of the hih pasture and undivided common he settled in 
' some way—say by restoration or otherwise. We should also like the 

- Commissioners to visit our island and inspect our houses, many of which 
' are unfit for human habitation; and in the event of disease of an infec-
1 tious or contagious kind getting into them, it is almost impossible to root 
' it out. We specially hope that for all these grievances that so long and 
' so hardly oppress us as a community, a speedy and sure remedy will be 
* procured, as we cannot much longer meet the overpowering burdens laid 
' on us. We desire you to receive this statement, and to receive any 
* other testimony that you may wish to hear, from the foUowing, whom we 
' have chosen as delegates and witnesses for us, namely,—James Leonard, 
' occupier of the croft of Digro, Rousay, chairman of our meetings; 
' George Leonard, occupier of the croft of Triblo, Rousay; James Grieve, 
* part-occupier of the house of Outerdykes, Rousay ; James Mainland, 
* occupier of the house of Gorehous, Rousay; William Robertson, occupier 
1 of the croft of East Cray, Sourin, Rousay. "We ask you to hear these 
' as our representatives, who know our circumstances well, as they are all 
' natives of Rousay, and as they have with one exception been resident in 
' our island for almost all their lives. Had your arrangements permitted 
' you to come amongst us, we would many of us, especially of the older 
' inhabitants, been able and willing to give personally before you, fuUer 
' details of their own cases than can be given in any other way. We have 
' in this statement, and by the appointment of these "witnesses, done our 
' be3t to show our position after a long course of impoverishment. Nor 
' is it merely in our substance that we feel the burden and evil effects of 
* the present land system as it is wrought here. The uttesly inconsiderate 
1 and unrighteous manner in which we are treated tends to produce in our 
' once peaceful and happy community those features of disturbance and 
- outrage which have made another part of the three kingdoms so much 
' an object of remark and attention. This is the case with us in too great 
' a proportion, and it must increase unless relief is afforded us. The facts 
' we have stated with reference to Lho eviction of the tenant of Hammer 
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• alone would account for the disturbance and evil feeling that we are ORKNEY. 
' sorry to know is arising in our midst. But, it is said, " Oppression will 
' " make wise men mad." Ever since that eviction, which was accompanied •K---*-wALt. 
1 by a change of the lands of four farms, against the wishes and interests R e v T^clì'bal 
' of at least three of them, the district there has been in a state of dis- MacCallum. 
' turbance, in which various acts of outrage have, been committed. A 
' sheep of one farmer has been made away with, no one knows how; 
' implements of husbandry, as scythes or ploughs, have been broken at 
' night, and violent scenes have taken place between individuals who have 
' felt themselves aggrieved and injured in their feelings and interests, 
' some even to the loss of all, even health itself, by the needless and 
' oppressive changea There was one of those cases before the Sheriff-
' Court. The Procurator-Fiscal for the county, who is also law-agent for 
' General Burroughs, the proprietor, visited the district to obtain evidence 
' for a trial in another case, but failed to do so. The proprietor, who 
1 resides on his property and who takes control of everything on the land, 
' visited the district with his factor several times, to endeavour to make 
1 the parties keep quiet, but without any permanent effect, as no redress 
' was offered or provided even for the tenant who was turned out of all 
• except a house, and who is confined in the Infirmary, and unable to do 
' anything for his wife and their large family, the members of which are 
' all young—the youngest being an infant. We feel that all these things 
' are not as things ought to be amongst a free and Christian community, 
- and we humbly beg that Her Majesty's Commissioners may speedily 
' cause a removal of aU these evils and hardships that are the source of 
1 such a state of affairs.—JAMES LEONARD, chairman; GEORGE LEONARD, 
1 JAMES GRIEVE, JAMES MAINLAND, WILLIAM ROBERTSON, delegates.' If 
your Lordship would allow me to add, it is the fact that this statement is 
entirely the crofters' own. And I should also like to say that, so far as 
I am aware—and I know the land pretty well, as the majority of the 
people adhere to my congregation—that this movement is not at all con­
cerned with personal feelings against our distinguished proprietor, General 
Burroughs, or his factor, but entirely against the system and manner in 
which they use the powers which the law gives them. 

24410. The memorial which you have read is written in a style very 
superior to that in which most of the memorials we have received are 
composed, and I can hardly imagine that it is entirely the spontaneous 
natural composition of persons in the position of crofters or small 
tenants. Can you tell me who actually wrote or composed the document 1 
—James Leonard. The facts were furnished by me, and Mr MacCallum 
assisted in putting them together. 

24411. The composition of the paper is in great measure your own, 
Mr MacCallum 1—Mr MacCallum. I may mention that the document 
was dictated almost entirely to me, and all I had to do was to correct the 
grammar.—James Leonard. I had written it before.—Mr MacCallum. 
I had no desire to take any part whatever in the matter. I t was owing 
to my being waited upon by the people that I came to have anything to 
do with it. The document was gone over sentence by sentence, and there 
Ave re some Avords altered even on Saturday night. 

24412. I don't wish to attach any blame to you for taking an interest 
in the matter, but the document apparently having been perused and 
partly composed with your assistance or entire approval, you substantially 
agree with the statement throughout 1—I do. 

24413. I understood the memorial to say that the rental had been 
increased threefold, and the first rental given to me was £1500 and the 
last £38761—Yes. 

5 B 



1538 Highlands and Islands Commission. 

OEKNEY. 2-1414. But that is not threefold %—I explain that in the document, to 
the effect that the parish consists of four islands, two of which only 

KIRKWALL. bel0ng to General Burroughs, so that the increase of the whole parish has 
, r~~vbaLd therefore to be debited against Rousay, because it is weU known that the 
MacCallum island of Eaglishay is moderately rented. 

24415. In fact, the rent of that particular estate of Rousay has been 
increased threefold ?—Yes, that is the meaning. The island of EynhaUow 
is now uninhabited. 

24416. Has this increase of rental been chiefly caused by the consoli­
dation of small holdings in large, and is the increase upon large farms, o r 
has it been equally apparent on the smaU holdings which have remained ? 
—A t least equaUy. There are statements made from small crofters that 
their crofts have been raised fivefold—their small holdings. I think th e 
large farms are perhaps moderately rented, so far as I know. 

24417. What is the rental of the largest farm or the larger farms—to 
what rental do they ascend ?—There is one farm of Westness which I 
understand is rented at £500 or £600 . That farm consists largely of 
ground taken through eviction from Queendale. There are very few large 
farms on the island. 

24418. How many holdings are there altogether—occupancies—upon 
the estate?—From 95 to 100 houses. 

24419. But I want to know how many holdings there are1?—Almost 
every house is a smaU holding. 

24420. Have you any idea what area on the estate is occupied by 
tenants of above £100 a-year, and what area would be in the hands of 
tenants below £100 a-year? Is the larger part of the area of the estate 
in the hands of farmers above £100 a-year?—No. There are very few 
large farms. There are the large farms of Westness and GaviskaiL 

24421. The great increase of rental is not to be accounted for b y the 
consolidation of farms, the larger farms bearing proportionally a higher 
rental than the small %—No. I rather think the larger farms are compara­
tively moderately rented, so far as my information goes. 

24422. Is there any form of industry or any new variety of produce 
introduced into the estate within the last forty years, which would account 
for or justify this unusual increase of rental ?—Not that I know of ; on 
the contrary, the fishing has decreased. 

24423. Has there been a very improved description of stock, bearing 
much higher prices, introduced ?—I suppose so, but I don't profess to be 
a farmer. 

24424. You mention Baikie's estate; is that in Eaglishay ?—Yes. 
24425. The rental has been very much increased. Is the country very 

much of the same nature as the country in Rousay, or is it a poorer 
description of soil?—Much of the same nature, but if anything it is 
better. 

24426. Is there a very great difference in the apparent condition of 
tenantry in Eaglishay compared with the tenantry in Rousay—physical 
and material condition ?—Very great. I can tell a Eaglishay man by his 
look of comfort. 

24427. By meeting him on the street?—Meeting him in the parish. 
24428. Has the population of Eaglishay remained stationary, or has it 

increased ?—I think it wLU be largely stationary. 
24429. Do you think it has decreased slightly?—James Leonard. 

There are three islands combined, and the population is all taken together. 
We cannot tell the population of Eaglishay alone, but I don't think it has 
decreased. I think it is about the same as it was. 

24430. Then the population of both islands has been nearly stationary, 
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because Rousay has not decreased very much?—Mr MacCallum. I ORKNEY. 
should think a very great portion of the decrease is in Rousay, because 
there were forty families evicted, and many of them went abroad. I KIRKWALL. 
know some went abroad. ^ 7~~v.hai, 

24431. But if the population of Eaglishay has not increased much in MacCallum. 
the last forty years, it proves that there is some natural cause operating to 
draw off the population from both islands. I t looks as if the population 
in decreasing in Rousay had not been entirely owing to the system of 
estate management ?—I am not aware. I think the Eaglishay people are 
very fond of remaining on the property. 

24432. How do you account for their not largely increasing in forty 
years ?—They may have largely increased in forty years, but I have no 
people in that island. 

24433. What communion do the people in Eaglishay belong to ?—The 
majority of them belong to the United Presbyterian Church. 

24434. Is the diminution of the boats engaged in the herring fishery 
to be accounted for in any degree by the substitution of fewer large boats 
for a greater number of small ones ?—In no degree. 

24435. Is it to be accounted for by the desertion of the herring from 
the coast, or what ?—I don't think so. 

24436. You think the fishing would be just as accessible as it was?— 
Yes. 

24437. Then how do you account for the reduction of the fishing 
industry? It woidd appear that if the people were deprived of their 
land they would throw themselves with greater avidity upon the resource 
of fishing ?—I suppose the people require money to buy boats and nets, 
and so forth, 

24438. Can you state any actual discouragement given to fishing by 
the proprietor or his factor?—None whatever. On the contrary, the pro­
prietor encourages many good things on the island, and I am glad to take 
the opportunity of stating that. He encourages many good things in a 
moral and social way in the island: his example in many respects is a 
model to proprietors. We have no complaint against General Burroughs, 
as I stated ; it is against the system, and the law, and the powers in his 
hands. 

24439. The memorial seems to draw a distinction between two kinds 
of liiU pasture: it mentions a large amount which had been withdrawn, 
and it speaks besides of a commonty. Were there two categories or 
descriptions of hill pasture ?—I presume the commonty you refer to is 
about the shore and the valley over to the hiU country. Rousay is very 
hilly land—the most hilly place in Orkney except Hoy. 

24440. You said after the reduction of proprietors there were still 
three in the island: has the whole commonty been apportioned and 
allotted %—Yes. 

24441. And fenced ?—Yes. 
24442. Have the small tenants now no share of the old commonty at 

all: has it all been taken away, or do they stiU retain part of it ?— 
Entirely taken away. Those who are near the common may slip across 
the boundary and feed a sheep or two, but practically it is entirely taken 
away. 

24443. In fact, all the small tenants are within the fences now?—Yes. 
24444. At the time the commonty was taken away, do I understand 

there was no reduction of rent at all ?—-None: on the contrary, it was 
increased. 

24445. You state that there is an old belief existing in the island, and 
I have heard of the same belief elsewhere, that the common was in a 
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ORKNEY, manner inseparable from the holding of arable ground, and that tho 
people had a kind of prescriptive right in it, or a right under some old 

KIRKWALL. .i;reaty 0r charter—have you investigated that point yourself1?—No, I have 
Rev.Archibald n o t » b u t ifc i s a widely spread belief. 
MacCallum. 21446. Do you think that belief has always existed in the country, or 

In you think it has been inspired by recent ideas about land tenure1?—I 
think it has always existed ; it is stated to have been handed down to us 
from our forefathers. There is a belief that there is a clause in the treaty 
which ceded the Orkney Islands to Scotland, reserving a right of settle­
ment in the lands for the people then in the island. 

24447. But the people are aware that there are Acts of the Scotch 
Parliament superseding these alleged diplomati: rights ?—Yes; but I 
understand they hold that the Scotch Parliament had no right to deal 
with their property in that manner without consulting them. They ask 
who composed the Parliament. They were never consulted about the 
disposal of their own property. 

24448. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—Were there no representatives from 
Orkney in the Scottish Parliament?—They had no great confidence in them 
even if there were. It has been known that members of Parliament were 
bought and sold at the time of the Union. 

24449. I don't speak of their character?—It is their character as repre­
sentatives that I speak of. Prices were given to them in connection with 
the Act of Union. 

24450. The Chairman.—That is very susceptible of discussion. You 
mention, in connection with the question of houses, the desire of the ] eople 
that the Commission should visit the place. It will be impossible for us 
to visit the place, but I should be happy to hear you make a verbal state­
ment as to the lodgings of the poor. Are the houses of so poor a character 
that you enter the house through the byre, or is there always a separate 
entrance ?—As a rule, you enter separately to the byre. The byre i.s 
usually an outhouse; but the roofs of the dwellings are in some cases, as 
one of the witnesses may state, letting in water. Where young families 
are, of course that is very bad, and some of them are in a very undesirable 
condition. If disease gets in, it just runs through the family. 

24451. Are the walls of stone and lime, or open stone?—Open stone, I 
understand. 

24152. You spoke of the danger of fever; that looks as if the houses 
were contaminated by cattle or something of that kind. Is the byre buiit 
against the house ?—It is often in the same building. 

24453. Has there been any fever?—There wa3 a severe epidemic of 
diphtheria there some years ago, which caused great havoc. 

24454. Has the public health officer ever denounced any building as a 
nuisance, or dangerous to the health of its inmates ?—May I ask who the 
public health officer is ? 

24455. Is there no inspector of nuisances appointed in the parish 1— 
No; there is an inspector of poor, in a manner, who holds that office. 

2445G. But no inspector of nuisances?—No ; and he is not a man who 
has in the slightest degree the confidence of the people. 

24457. The inspector of poor?—Yes; but quite the contrary. 
24458. What is his condition ?—He is a retired teacher. 
24459. Appointed by the Parochial Board?—I suppose so; he must 

be. 
24460. There are three proprietors whom you mentioned ?—Yes. 
21461. Have the two smaller proprietors any tenants, or do they 

famr their own land ?—They farm their own land entirely. 
24462. Are they members of the Parochial Board 1—Yes; at least 
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one i s ; I have heard so from himself; but I don't remember of seeing ORKNEY, 
the name of the other in the list. 

24463. Do they show any interest in the welfare of the parish— KIKKWALL. 
do they take an active part in the School Board ?—One of them is a Rev. Archibald 
member of the School Board ; but he does not attend the Parochial MacCallum. 
Board, although he is a member of it. 

24464. Are the cases of outrage which you mention peculiar to the 
island, or are cases of malicious injury not rather common to Orkney 
generaUy—I mean, is it not rather a distinctive feature in the limited 
amount of crime in this country, that of malicious outrage ?—I don't 
quite understand your lordship's question. 

24465. You have stated that there are cases of malicious injury 
done to property or animals, and the memorial seems to attribute that 
to the peculiar management and condition of this estate ?—Entirely. 

24466. But I have heard it said that malicious injury to property 
is rather characteristic of Orkney, in the limited amount of crime 
which prevails here ?—Yes, but you observe the cause that evoked 
this outrage was the land. 

24467. Distinctively ?—Distinctively. 
24468. And not personal resentment or spite of one tenant towards 

another?—Of course it was spite, but the cause of the spite was the 
land arrangement. 

24469. You stated that the procurator-fiscal is at the same time the 
law-agent of the proprietor; what do you understand by law-agent ? 
Has the procurator-fiscal any part in the management of the property, 
in advising with reference to the management of the land at all ?—I 
understand he has a very influential part. 

24470. Do you think, in your own case, that he is in any degree 
as it were the factor on the estate?—Well, to some extent The 
proprietor himself is permanently resident. 

24471. Has he any other factor?—He has a resident factor. 
24472. Has he a ground officer, or a superior factor?—He, has a 

superior factor. There is also a road contractor, and one or two minor 
servants. 

24473. Is it complained of that the procurator-fiscal should stand 
in these relations to the proprietor; is it a matter of discontent or 
suspicion in the place ?—I cannot say that I have had much communica­
tion with the people on that point; but of course being procurator-fiscal, 
in any case betwixt tenant and proprietor, being law agent for the 
proprietor involves 

24474. There is an inconsistency in my mind in the language of 
the memorial on the one side, and your personal reference to the 
proprietor on the other. You personally state that it is the system 
which is complained of, and the law, and not the character of the 
proprietor; but in the memorial, there is the strongest indication of 
personal maladminstration, with which the law has nothing whatever 
to do, because the law does not consolidate land, does not turn out 
tenants, does not prevent the proprietor giving compensation. The 
whole memorial seems to be a direct incrimination of the proprietor. 
On the other hand, you state you do not complain of the proprietor 
at all; what do you mean by that ?—I beg your pardon, I don't think 
there is anything inconsistent in that. Our complaint is that the laws 
of the country allow General Burroughs to do such things. 

24475. They don't oblige him to do them?—Not oblige, but allow. 
24476. But they don't encourage him to do it?—They allow him ; 

and the complaint is that he does i t 
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ORKNEY. 24477. I think there is some inconsistency in it. I don't accuse 
General Burroughs, but at the same time there is inconsistency in 

KIRKWALL. these t w o statements. But I shall be happy to know, as you indicate, 
Rev Archibald t n a t ** *s rather the bad system than an oppressive proprietor ?—So far 
MacCaRum. as there are any charges against the proprietor, and his character as such, 

I abide by the terms of the statement I read. 
2-1478. Then I shaU be happy now if you would have the goodness 

to state what you referred to before—the points in which the proprietor 
is a benevolent and useful proprietor ?—I meant to say that he shows a 
good moral example, and discourages aU forms of vice, such as 
drunkenness, in the parish; and that he takes a great interest in such 
matters as education. He acts as chairman of our School Board. In 
his personal dealing with the people he is generally kindly; but that 
of course does not alter at aU the facts of the case. 

24479. Is there any medical officer in the parish Ì—Not resident. 
There is one appointed for the parish, but he resides in another parish, 
and there is an arm of the sea, about two miles wide, between us and 
him which frequently cannot be crossed, and one may take ill and 
die before the doctor can possibly come to him. 

24480. Sir Kenneth Mackenzie.—You mentioned that this paper 
was read at a meeting last Saturday 1—Yes. 

24481. And approved by the crofters'? We can see by the alterations 
made that they had been consulted about it step by step 1—Yes, these 
alterations were made by themselves. 

24482. I see this sort of alteration—' wanton and inconsiderate in­
humanity,' is altered to ' utterly inconsiderate and unrighteous manner 
1 in which we are treated by the proprietor.' Was that alteration made 
at the instance of the tenants 1—The original language was 'wanton 
and inconsiderate inhumanity,' and I suggested that they might 
say the same thing in milder language, and that was agreed to. 

24483. The original sentence was dictated by one of the tenants ?— 
Yes. 

24484. Do you abide by the statement in the paper, that General 
Burroughs is ' utterly inconsiderate and unrighteous' in his treatment 
of the people 1—With great respect, I speak as the mouth-piece of the 
people, and I really cannot withdraw the language. 

24485. I suppose the evictions of 1842 were not the work of General 
Burroughs Ì—No, I wished to state this, but I forgot 

24486. The subsequent evictions you referred to are the cases of the 
tenant of Hammer and the occupiers of East Craye ?—Yes. 

24487. How many evictions were there 1—East Craye was occupied by 
one crofter. He was evicted from one place which he had built and 
reclaimed, and then he was aUowed to build in East Craye. The rent 
was then 10s., which has increased until it is now five times that amount. 

24488. How long was he in the place before the rent was raised in 
that way 1—We have a statement from him here— [reads]—' Statement by 
' William Robertson, crofter, of East Craye, Sourin, Rousay, for Her 
* Majesty's Royal Commission on the Highlands and Islands :—My croft 
* of East Craye is on the property of General Burroughs of Rousay and 
' Viera. I am a native of the parish of Rousay, and am now seventy-two 
' years of age. About 1845, I took a small croft at another part of the 
' island from that where I now live, and got on that croft about a quarter 
' of an acre cultivated when I entered on it. I paid 22s. of rent on that 
* holding. As I improved, more rent was put upon me, untd at last I 
1 was obliged to leave it altogether. I then got permission to build a 
' dwelling on the hillside where I now live, where there was no cultivation 
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1 of any kind, nor houses. I began to build, and got up with much ORKèsEY. 
' trouble a humble cottage and outhouses suitable. I ditched and drained 
4 more than I was able, and got a little of the heather surface broken up. KIRKWALL. 
* At this time I paid 12s.; but again, as I improved, more and more rent R I~h'bal 
' was laid on till I am now rented at a sum which is five times the rent MacCallum. 
" I paid at first for a house I built myself. At the same time the common 
' was taken away from me, as from all others; so that I am now not able 
' to pay such a rent, nor to defend myself in any way, as I am wholly 
' under the control and will of the proprietor.—WILLIAM ROBERTSON. 
' JAMES LEONARD, witness.' 

24489. The Chairman.—Whom was the statement drawn up by?—It 
was taken from his own mouth by James Robertson in his own language, 
and it is signed by himself. 

24490. Sir Kenneth Mackenzie.—I suppose you don't know the date 
when he removed from the one croft to the other ?—I cannot exactly say. 

24491. The paper does not say that ?—No. 
24492. The Chairman.—The statement is written in the same hand­

writing as the other : whose handwriting is it 1—It is mine, but I merely 
wrote it because there was no other man able to do it. I was asked to do 
it, and I should consider it unbecoming of my position if I were to refuse 
such an office for any one. 

24493. Sir Kenneth Mackenzie.—Two years ago the tenant of Hammer 
was evicted ?—Yes. 

24494. That is the only case of eviction mentioned, is it not, in General 
Burroughs' time]—Yes. 

24495. Do you know from what cause he was evicted?—No cause 
whatever, except to make a large farm out of four holdings. 

24496. There were four tenants removed ?—No; other two got some land. 
24497. What sort of rent was the tenant paying who was removed ?— 

1 think he paid £15 a year. 
24498. And the other tenant who was removed, what became of him 1 

—The tenant of Hammer was evicted out of land, but the changes made 
then involved changes in three or rather four farms, and one of the 
tenants got the advantage of the other three by having their land given 
to lrim. Of the three who were evicted by that change, two got other 
land, one was allowed to remain in his own land, because the changes 
were not carried out owing to the ejections, and one got other land to 
reclaim, partly at least. 

24499. Are the tenants of Rousay in the habit of remonstrating with 
General Burroughs when he behaves in what they consider an unrighteous 
way to them ?—Yes. 

24500. Does be pay any attention to that ?—No practical attention ; 
no remedy was given. 

24501. But you are aware that these grievances which exist have been 
represented to him as grievances?—Yes. The woman from Hammer is here 
to-day, and has been applying for parochial relief. 

24502. We are talking of the general complaint of inconsiderate 
conduct; was that represented to him ?—Yes. 

24503. Have you represented to him that there is this general bad feeling 
in the parish?—I cannot remember very welL I have spoken to him on 
behalf of some of the poor, but I have not been long here, and I have no 
influence of any kind on the estate. 

24504. But you represent your own congregation, I suppose?—I have 
spoken perhaps of that. 

24505. And you have not found he has paid any attention?—No; there 
has been no attention paid, so far as I know. 
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ORKNEY. 24506. There are certain large farms which have been made since 
1842 : has there been any increase in the size of the smaller holdings?—-

KIRKWALL, J m a v mention before I answer that, that I was written to by the 
>cv Archibald P roP r-etor to visit the district where the disturbance took place, as the 
MacCaRum. people all belonged to my congregation. I had just visited them before I 

received the letter, and I replied to that effect. He said, unless there was 
quiet, the sub-tenants would have to go out. In my reply I stated that 
the same threat ought to be held out to all parties, as it took two to make 
peace as weU as to make a quarrel, and the one could not look for peace 
unless justice was first given as the seed of peace. 

24507. Did you point out the particular case of injustice to which you 
were referring?—I said he ought not to hold a threat over the head of one 
and not over the heads of the others, because in that case the threat was 
not so much in the interest of justice as simply forcing of quiet. 

24508. Has there been any increase in the size of the smaller holdings ? 
—There may be some increase, but it is very largely by the people taking 
in and reclaiming land themselves. 

24509. WiU that extension of the arable land not account for the 
desertion of the fishing ?—I cannot express an opinion upon the question. 

24510. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—-How long have you been minister 
here?—About three years. 

24511. Are you a native of Rousay?—No. 
24512. From where do you come?-—Glasgow. 
24513. You have been careful upon more than one occasion to state 

that you appear for the people as a delegate ?—Entirely. 
24514. I wish to ask you this question: So far as you yourself have had 

opportunities of observing the state of the parish in your intercourse with 
the people, are you disposed to agree in the correctness of the statements 
in the memorial ?—Yes. I already stated that to his Lordship in the 
chair, that I entirely concur in the statements. 

24515. You individually and personaUy do concur?—Yes. 
24516. With reference to the houses, we have been informed in another 

part of the country, in one of these islands, that there are families occupy­
ing one room : do you refer to anything of this kind when you say the 
houses are unfit for habitation, or do you merely mean that they are in 
disrepair ?—I have often remarked where all the members of the family 
could sleep. There are only one or two bedrooms at the most. 

24517. You know cases where there is a considerable family and only 
two bedrooms ?—Yes ; and as far as I know only one sleeping apartment, 
but I should not like to state that definitely. I have often wondered 
where aU the family slept. 

24518. Are there leases, do you know, on General Burroughs' property ? 
—I understand there are some. 

24519. Among the smaUer people—those paying under £30?—Very 
few : I should think none, to people paying under £30 . 

24520. You stated that the rental of the larger farms may have been 
increased within the last forty years or so ?—It may. 

25921. You have also stated that in some cases the rent has been quad­
rupled 1—There is one case, William Robertson's, in which the rent has 
been increased fivefold. 

24522. Are you aware that any of the big farms have been quintupled ? 
—No, nor anything like it. 

24523. You have stated that you had no objection either to General 
Burroughs or his factor, but that you objected to the laws which enable 
him to cause considerable hardship and injustice to the tenants: is that 
not what you have stated ?—Yes. Of course my objection must apply to 
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the proprietor and the factor both in their capacities as proprietor and ORKNEY. 
factor ; with their private character I have nothing to do. 

24524. So I understand you to mean that you don't wish the law to KIRKWALL. 
be such as to enable any proprietor, good or bad, to do such things as R v AWMkaK 
the memorial complains of1?—Yes. MacCallum. 

24525. That is really what you are pointing at?—Yes. 
24526. Because you must admit what the chairman has stated that 

there may be very bad laws and the landlord may be very good, so that 
these bad laws are practically inoperative?—The bad laws may be 
inoperative under a good proprietor, certainly. 

24527. But you don't wish that anybody good or bad should have 
these powers ?—Certainly not. 

24528. Mr Cameron.—How long has this property been in the 
Burroughs family ?—I understand that the proprietor succeeded to his 
uncle. I think his uncle bought the estate, but I am not sure. 

24529. You stated that within recent periods—that Ì3 to say, within 
the time during which General Burroughs has been proprietor—there 
has been only one case of eviction ?—Yes, only one so far as I know. 

21530. Such as people might complain of ?—I think there have been 
more previous cases. 

24531. But since General Burroughs has been in possession, there 
has been only one?—Yes, there have been frequent cases. I heard 
to-day of one man who had been evicted three times after reclaiming 
three timea 

24532. I understood you to say that this case of Hammer was the 
only case of eviction by General Burroughs ?—No ; the language of the 
memorial is, ' one recent case, which only occurred two years ago.' 

24533. Can you state any other recent cases ?—There was the case 
of one of these people who were tenants of Bracken, who first received 
land some years ago and reclaimed it, partly at least, and after he 
had made a good farm for himself there, he was evicted at the same 
time as the Hammer people, and was sent to reclaim other land, or 
partly at least. He may have retained a part of the good land. 

24534. But he is stdl a tenant on General Burroughs' property ?— 
Yes. 

24535. Do you know any other case in recent times where the tenant 
has been evicted absolutely by General Burroughs—wantonly evicted? 
—I cannot state any other case of wanton eviction. 

24536. You state that the people are in the habit of reclaiming 
land ?—Yes. 

24537. Would this fact, coupled with the fact that there have been 
no wanton evictions, not rather tend to show that there is no great 
demand, any real demand, by the people for any further security of 
tenure—-the two facts that there have been no evictions, and that the 
people are satisfied to reclaim land without leases:—does that not 
indicate that the people themselves have no real cause of alarm lest 
they should be turned out ?—Not in my opinion. 

24538. 'Were you born in Glasgow?—Yes. 
24539. Have you ever been in the West Highlands?—Yes; I am 

connected with the West Highlands. 
24540. You stated that the chief complaint about houses consisted 

in the wet coming through the roofs %—Not entirely; they are in an 
undesirable condition. 

24541. But I think, in answer to the chairman, who requested to 
know in what respect the houses may be made better, you said that 
the chief complaint was that the wet came through the roof?—That 
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ORKNEY, was the complaint that I heard to-day only, and it may be witnessed 
to by the parties present. But I regard the houses as not in the most 

KIRKWALL, deanly condition, but far from it. 
iev Archibald --4542. Comparing the houses here with those in the West Highlands, 
MacCaRum. do you consider that the Orkney or West Highland crofters' houses, are in 

the best condition?—The only part of the West Highlands I have 
ever been in is Islay, and I consider the houses there are better. 

24543. Does wet come more through the houses in the West 
Highlands, or the houses in Orkney ?—In Orkney; the wet will come 
through the best houses in Orkney. 

24544. But it depends on the quantity of the wet, does it not?— 
Yes. 

24545. The Ciiairman.—In the case of smaU tenants taking up 
new ground—heather ground—and improving it, and afterwards having 
their rent, as they think, oppressively raised, are they allowed to sit 
some years at a nominal rent for the purpose of encouraging them to 
improve ?—Yes, they are; the old rent is not raised, perhaps for a 
year or two. 

24546. A year or two sounds very little; but have they a consider­
able term of years during which they pay a nominal rent?—No; in 
some cases, there may be a considerable term, but I have hoard great 
complaints of that,—that they have no inducement to improve, because 
the rent will be at once put on. 

24547. Supposing a more considerable term of years at a low rent 
was given to them, during which they built their own houses and 
improved the ground, do you think that if they had compensation for 
improvements, they would object to a reasonable rise of rent at a 
period?—Not if they were compensated for labour and material, I 
suppose. The complaint is that an increase is put upon the rent, which 
is already excessive. 

24548. You were asked about the moral effects of the houses; I 
should like to hear you state that more exactly. Do you think that 
overcrowding of the people in one or two rooms exists to such a degree 
as to be prejudicial to their morality and decency?—I should be sorry 
to say that. 

24549. Do you think, in many cases, there is only one room actually 
in the dwelling ?—If your Lordship visited a house, you would observe., 
when you go out of the door, there is often a vast erection of beds, 
and you cannot say what is behind. I suspect the beds frequently form 
a partition betwixt one end of the house and the other. Of course, if 
you erected beds here it would practically form two rooms. 

24550. The box beds make a partition ?—So far as I am aware. 
24551. But there is always a partition between the cow-house and 

the room; or are there cases in which the cow-house is open to the 
room ?—I know of none such. 

24552. Are you aware of any cases in which two families—two 
married couples with chddren—are living in the same house of two 
rooms; I mean a father and his wife, and a son and his wife, or a 
near relative of the family and his wife?—One of the delegates 
mentions a case, but I may say no to the question. 

24553. Have you any statement to make in addition, voluntarily ?—• 
None, except that owing to the questions put by your Lordship and the 
other Commissioners, I desire to emphasise the statement, that I had 
nothing to do with this movement, but was requested repeatedly to 
come forward and act as the mouthpiece of the people. I rather 
avoided taking any part in the matter. 



Minutes of Evidence. 1547 

24554. But I think it my duty to reiterate that we don't wish ORKNEY. 
you to regard any questions which have been put to you on this 
occasion, or our general attitude to you, as the least indicative of any »--«*****-
blame that we cast upon you for having assumed these offices.—I did - ^ Archibald 
not understand your Lordship to do so; on the contrary, I must thank MacCallum. 
you for the courteous manner in which you have received me. [Sup­
plementary evidence.]—I desire to take this opportunity of supplement­
ing the answer I gave to one of the questions put to me at Kirkwall 
on the 23 rd July. I desire this specially, because the question was 
put twice—first to myself, and afterwards to General Burroughs of 
Rousay. It was, I think, Sir Kenneth Mackenzie who put the question 
on both occasions. The Commissioners wiU no doubt receive this answer 
in its ampler form, as the chairman said at the close of the sitting they 
could not hear any further evidence that day for Avant of time, although 
they were anxious to receive aU available evidence. This was said in 
reply to my desire to be aUowed to supplement one or two statements ; 
and I therefore trust that this present statement now sent may be received 
and engrossed. The question I refer to was substantially to this effect— 
' Did you ever make any remonstrance to the proprietor, or represent to 
' him the complaints of the people V In replying, I was unable at the 
moment to remember any special instance of my having done so. I had 
not expected the question. But before the close of the sittings I recol­
lected and stated two separate instances in which I had so acted. I now 
desire to state that on my settlement in Rousay I heard much complaint 
of various kinds from the people, aU more or less connected with the 
land, and I entertained the idea of speaking to the proprietor on their 
behalf. I was, however, advised by the people not to do so, as it would 
be useless. They told me that my reverend predecessors in this minis­
terial charge had both of them expostulated in their day, the one (the Rev. 
George Ritchie) with Mr Traill, the uncle of the present proprietor, and 
the other (stiU living, but now in another charge) with the present pro­
prietor himself. I was told that Mr Ritchie had solemnly warned Mr 
Traill of the results of his conduct, reminding him that ' the earth is the 
' Lord's, and the fulness thereof.' This was specially said in view of some 
evictions intended at the time. Mr Traill, however, persevered in these, 
or at least in his purpose ; but within a twelvemonth, before that purpose 
was carried out, the cold hand of death laid him in his grave. I was 
also informed that my immediate predecessor in this place had frequently 
remonstrated with the present proprietor, but never with any effect. I 
was generaUy dissuaded, therefore, from endeavouring a task apparently 
so fruitless. I resolved, however, after due consideration and experience, 
shortly after I was settled in Rousay, that it was my duty in the sight of 
the Most High to speak—my duty both to proprietor and people. I did 
speak accordingly to him on the subject of the state and complaints of the 
body of the people. I did so on an occasion when I met him near his 
own mansion-house, and was with him for some time. The result was 
anything but satisfactory, he practicaUy declining to hear anything on the 
subject, and saying, l They agreed to pay their rents, and must do so/ or 
words to that precise effect. I objected—'What if they cannot?' and I 
added, ' They tell me, many of them, they cannot.' His answer was, 
• WeU, they must just leave and go elsewhere, and I'll get others to do it.' 
After this, and the manner in which it was said, I felt it worse than 
fruitless to proceed with the subject. OccasionaUy, from time to time, I 
made representations of a like nature. Two instances of this I mentioned 
in my evidence of 23rd July. On one of these occasions General Burroughs 
had written me, requesting me to use my influence to get the peace kept 
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ORKNEY, between parties whom certain changes of his on the land had set at vari-
ance. I replied, amongst other things, that I had already visited them in 

KIRKWALL. ^Q c o u r s e of regular visitation only a few days previously, but that it was 
lev Archibald i d l e t o e x P e c t P e a c e t i u t n a f c justice of which peace is but the fruit was 
MacCaRum. observed. I declare all this to be true with regard to my own action and 

experience as concerning proprietor and people. With regard to that of 
my predecessors in the ministry I now exercise here, I have every confi­
dence in the testimony universaUy given to me here by those who ought 
to know well, and they are many. 

GEORGE LEONARD, Crofter, Triblo (67)—examined. 

George 24555. Mr Cameron,—Are you a fisherman as well as a crofter ?— 
Leonard. Not now. 

24556. Were you a delegate freely elected by your neighbours 1—Yes. 
24557. On what day did the meeting take place?—The last meeting 

was on Saturday last. 
24558. Was that the meeting referred to by the Rev. Mr MacCallum 1 

—Yes. 
24559. Was it a pretty fairly attended meeting 1—Yes. 
24560. How long have you held land under General Burroughs %—I 

had the first land when I was twenty-six years of age. 
24561. Was that the same land as you occupy now 1—No ; I was one 

of those who were put out for sheep pasture. 
24562. How were you provided for otherwise 1—I was in a small bit 

of house, and then I got liberty to build a house on Sourin. 
24563. What happened to you when the land was taken from you to 

make a sheep farm 1—I had to leave the place. 
24564. Where did you go to 1—To where I am yet. 
24565. now far is that from the old place 1—Between three and four 

miles ; round about it wiU be more. 
24566. What was the rent you paid for the former place1?—When I 

married, the rent was 10s., and I took off the roof and made some im­
provement on it, and there was 10s. raised on me. 

24567. What land did you occupy for the 10s. without counting the 
improvements 1—I cannot say ; about an acre I think. 

24568. Which was already improved ?—Yes. 
24569. And then you improved more Ì—Yes, and there was Kb. 

raised on me. 
24570. The land that was already cultivated was rented at 10s., but 

you had the pasture ground 1—Yes. 
24571. What amount of stock did you keep on the pasture ground ?— 

A cow and some sheep. 
24572. How many sheep ?—I could not say. They were running at 

large; they were merely small things. 
24573. But you had the whole of that for 1 Os. •J—That is what my 

wife paid when I came to the house. 
24574. And you went on paying the same rent ?—There was 10s. 

raised on me. 
24575. But for the land already cultivated, and for the outrun for 

cattle and sheep, you paid 10s. ; what improvements did you make1}—I 
took off the roof and put on a new one, and I improved some of the land, 
and then there was 10s. raised on me. 
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24576. How soon was the 10s. put on after you improved the land ?— ORKNEY. 
Half a year after, I think. 

24577. How do you know that the 10s. was put on for improving the KIRKWALL. 
land, and was not a natural rise for the land you before occupied, which ^ e o 
was low rented ?—It was an old woman aud my wife who were in it, and Leonard, 
it was low rented. But I improved again, and as soon as I improved the 
second time, there was 10s. put on again. 

24578. How much did you improve the second time ?—About two 
acres, I think, of hiU pasture. 

24579. You made hill pasture into arable ground, and 10s. was put 
upon you ?—Yes. 

245SO. How long after this was it that you were removed?—I was in 
it somewhere between ten and eleven years. 

24581. When you were removed, did you get any compensation ?— 
None. 

24582. What year was that in ?—I could not be sure. 
24583. Somebody says 1857 ; is that so?—I think so. 
24584. You were removed to the place you now occupy : what is the 

rent of it?—It was £2 when I got it. There was about an acre of 
ground, and I built houses. There were no houses on it then, they were 
down, and I built houses and occupied the ground for some years, and 
then I improved it. 

24585. How much land did you take in?—I could not say. I think 
I had about three acres then, and I had a fourteen years' lease. 

24586. How many acres of cultivated land were there in this place 
when you first went there ?—I think about an acre. 

24587. And what was the rent—£2 %—Yes. 
24588. Had you a fourteen years' lease then ?—Yes. 
24589. And during that time did you improve the land ?—Yes. 
24590. How much land did you improve ?—I couldn't just say. I 

Lhini about two or three acres. 
24-591. Was the rent raised upon you?—Yes. 
24592. At the end of the fourteen years' lease ?—Yes. 
C4593. You came to an agreement with the landlord ?—Yes. 
24594. But for these fourteen years you had the croft for £ 2 ?—Yes. 
24595. What stock did you keep in it ?—Generally two cattle. 
24596. Any sheep ?—Two or three sheep too. 
24597. You heard the previous witness mention that the rents were 

very high in this parish : do you consider £2 a high rent for a croft of 
that size ?—I did not consider it was high then. 

24598. What is it now ?—Six guineas. 
24599. Do you keep any more stock upon it ?—Not so many, because 

the pasture was taken from me to a great extent. There is a smaU 
portion of the ground yet in peat-moss and bracken, but nothing worth. 

24600. Describe exactly what took place after the rent was raised at 
the end of the fourteen years. When you entered into a new arrange­
ment with the landlord did you get a fresh lease ?—Yes, for seven years. 

24601. What took place exactly, did you go to the landlord and ask a 
fresh lease, or did tne factor come to you, or how ?—When the lease was 
out and I paid my rent, I asked for a lease again. 

24602. What answer did you get ?—I got the answer that I would get 
a lease for seven years. 

24603. What answer did you make to that ?—I had to take it. 
24604. Did you say anything at the time ?—I said I had to take it. 
21605. But did you make any objection or say that the rent was too 

high ?—No doubt I did that ; I did so. 
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ORKNEY. 24606. You said that the rent was too high ?—Yes. 
24607. Did you take the place all the same 1—I had to take it because 

L.IKKWALL. j - ^ jj-jgj a houge a n ( j improved the ground, and what could I do. I 
George nao- nowhere to go to. 

Leonard. 24608. You had no option but to take it?—No. 
24609. And you just took the lease ?—Just so. 
24610. At the end of the seven years what happened?—Another 

pound was put on. 
24611. And did the same conversation take place between you and the 

factor ?—Just the same. 
24612. You said that it was too high, and the factor said he thought 

it was not ?—Yes. 
24613. And you ended by taking it on another tack?—Yes. 
24614. Did you hear the Rev. Mr MacCallum mention that there were 

outrages committed in the district ?—Yes, I heard of that. 
24615. Would you describe the nature of those outrages—what were 

they ?—I cannot: it was in a different district from where I stay. 
24616. They did not commit the outrages in your district?—No, I 

just heard of them. 
24617. What did they do, did they hough the cattle 1—No, but I 

think they broke some farm utensils : I don't remember of them injuring 
any cattle. 

24618. Professor Mackinnon.—Is your own statement of complaint 
much the same as that of the people round about you ?—Much the same 
I think. 

24619. You had a place first for fourteen years and then the rent was 
increased: would you consider it fair that it should be increased a bit at 
the end of that lease ?—I would have aUowed a little, but I think it was 
increased too much. 

24620. Your complaint is that it was increased too much 1—Yes, I 
would be willing to give what a conscientious man would say it was 
worth, but I would not like to give the rent I was giving before. When 
I was young and fit to work I could give it, but now I am getting old. 

24621. Do you think you would have made more of it—that you would 
have improved it more—if you had what you consider fairer terms ?— 
Yes; and I would have put up better houses too. The houses are 
generally very little worth now, since I built them thirty years ago, and I 
liave no lease, but hold from year to year. 

24622. Do you think your neighuours also would have improved their 
places more if they had longer leases and lower rents ?—I am sure of it. 
If they had any security of the property there is no doubt of i t ; and they 
would have built better houses too. But if you built houses and improved 
the property, the rent was raised; and if you didn't pay it you were put 
away. 

24623. When you got the seven years' leases did you wish them 
for a longer term ?—I think we did, but I am not perfectly sure. I think 
we wanted them to be for fourteen years. 

24624. When the seven years came to an end, you only held from year 
to year ?—I think I got another seven years' lease. 

24625. Did you wish a lease at the end of the second seven years ?— 
Always. 

24626. What was the reason you did not get a lease upon the last 
occasion ?—I cannot say. I was told that the whole place was offered to 
another big farm, to make sheep pasture. I was told by the man who 
holds the farm that he had an offer of the whole place, to add it on to his. 
farm. 
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24627. Did you consider the first lease of fourteen years at £ 2 fair ORKNEY, 
terms ?—I did. 

24628. "What increase do you think 'would be reasonable to make on KlRKWALL-
the rent since that time ?-- Well, Mr Balfour, factor in Shapinshay, was George-
there, and I understand he was looking at the placa I spoke to him, as Leonard. 
I thought he was a man of conscience—he is dead now—and he asked 
me what rent I paid. I told him four guineas, and he wanted to know 
how I could live on the place. 

24629. He thought four guineas too high ?—He just wanted me to 
describe how I could hold the place and make a living out of it. 

24630. And he was factor in Shapinshay at the time?—-.Yes, and I 
think an excellent man. 

24631. He was a man of knowledge and experience of the place?—He 
was that. 

24632. What would you consider a fair rent for your place upon along 
lease ?—£4 or four guineas; I would not wish to ask it for less I would 
be willing to give what a man of conscience would say it was worth, as 
long as I could. 

24633. You would be wiUing to give what an outsider with knowledge 
and experience would say was a fair rent, if he knew the history of your 
improvements upon it, and your tenure in the past ? —I would. 

24634. But once having built your houses upon it, and having remained 
there for years, you would not like to leave it ?—Where would I go ? 

24635. And even supposing a higher rent was charged you would still 
have remained ?—I would remain as long as I could, because when I had 
nothing to give I would have to be supported some way. 

24636. But in fixing the rent you had no voice whatever?—No. 
24637. You would be able to make a living out of the croft if the rent 

was £4 ?—No, I could not do that. 
24638. Supposing you had it at £ 4 ?—Well, I only have my wife now 

—my children are aU away—and I might make a bit of endeavour to live 
in that way too. 

24639. Your income would be at least £ 2 , 6s. a year more than it is? 
—Still, that would be a good deal. 

24640. Have you any other means of livelihood beside the croft—work 
or fishing of any kind?—I used to go to the fishing, and I used to make shoes 
and carry on any kind of work ; but now I am not fit for that, and it takes 
me my whole time to work on the croft. In that way I ask for nothing. 

24641. What kind of stock do you keep ?—Cattle. 
24642. Are they of the old Orkney breed?—There are not many of 

them here now. 
24643. What is the breed ?—Just cross breed. 
24644. And what stock of sheep have you ?—I have three. 
24645. What kind ?—Just crosses. 
24646. And it is the outcome of that stock that you pay the rent with? 

—I t must be relied on that, indeed. I have four head of cattle at the 
present time. But I must only keep two for this season, because we have 
no crop which is worth. 

24647. Is the crop very bad this year1?—Cruelly bad; I think we have 
just about half what we had last year. 

24648. Are you able to summer more stock than your crop can winter 
for you?—Yes, owing to this piece of outbreak of hill above us. We 
drive them to it, but it just keeps them alive, and no more; it is only 
heather and peat moss. But we buy for them in winter. 

24649. Could you pay rent in the old place you were in forty years ago ? 
—Yes. 
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OEKNEY. 24650. And now you are afraid after being forty years in the place, and 
having built a house and improved the land, that you should be removed 

KIRKWALL. a g a ; n ]—Yes. I cannot make any improvement on the place, because I 
George have no security. 

Leonard. 24651. The Chairman.—Have you any horses ?—No. 
24652. How many acres of arable land have you1?—It was measured to 

me for ten and a half acres, the whole in a square. 
24653. How much of that is in pasture, and how much do you break 

np in rotation ?—There may be about six or seven acres under the plough. 
24654. Do you raise potatoes and oats ?—We try it as far as possible. 
24655. Do you use the grain that you grow for your own family, for 

their subsistence I—I do, when I can get any of it. 
24656. Where do you get it ground ?—In the mHl a short distance 

from us ; but I have not ground any for some years. 
24657. Do you give the oats to the cattle ?—No, but I am giving a 

little to the hens, or anything of that sort. 
24658. What is the reason that the number of fishing boats has 

diminished ?—WeU, I think it is that a great many of the young men 
have left the island, because they have no way of stepping into; the old 
people cannot go. 

24659. "What sort of fishing did they go to—herring or cod ?—Both 
herring and cod. I remember a great many fishing boats, and I had one 
of them too. 

24660. Did the fishing make it easier for the people to pay their rent? 
—A great deal: they could have done little with the rents if they had 
not gone to the fishing. 

24661. Do you sell the stirk or the two-year-old 1—I would not have 
had so many this year, only I had an old cow, and I had to keep a young 
one to fiU its place. 

24662. But you generally seU them at two years of age?—Yes; I have 
but a year-old just now. 

24663. How much do you get for the two-year-old when you sell it?—• 
The last I sold for £4 ; but it was a year-old. 

24664. But when you sell it at two years old what do you get?—I 
never sold one at two years old. 

24665. Do you have a two-year-old now ?—Yes. 
24666. What do you intend to do with it ?—I intend to work it. 
24667. And plough with it?—Yes. 
24668. Do you borrow another man's ox to plough alongside of it?—I 

take another man's and I plough to him again. 
24669. Do you like ploughing better with an ox than with a horse ?—-

I could not keep a horse a week. 
24670. Do you think oxen are better than horses ?—They are better in 

some cases, but I must do with it as I can. 
24671. Do most of the small tenants about you keep oxen for ploughing ? 

—Some do, and some who have pasture get horses as they are required. 
24672. They have always been in the habit of using oxen ?—Yes. 
24673. Can you plough with the old small cattle of the country ?—Yes, 

with the hardiest ones. 
24674. Which do you use now ?—The cross breed; of course we must 

use what we have. 
24675. Do they plough better?—They may be powerfidler, bigger and 

stouter, sometimes. 
24676. Sir Kenneth Mackenzie.—What would the old cows fetch if you 

were to sell them ?—It depends on its condition. The flesh on it is not 
great, and we have no grass to give it. 
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24G77. What do you expect for them ?—Maybe about £15 or £16. I ORKNEY, 
have sold one at that, and I have sold one at £10 . ^ 

24678. How long do you keep them before you sell them ?—It is just KIRKWALL. 
as we can get another one raised. I have had the one I have just now George 
about nine years. Leonard. 

24679. When do the cows begin to fall in value?—At six or seven 
years old. 

24680. Tlie Chairman.—And the one you have is nine or ten years 
old?—Yes. 

24681. But -will he stnT fatten for the market?—Fine tha t ; but it 
takes more to feed him. 

24682. Do you put the ox in the cart?—Yes. 
24683. How do you harness it—like a horse ?—Just the same. 
24684. Was that the way the old people did, or had they another way ? 

—They had another way. They had a yoke on the ox's neck—a piece of 
iron round its neck, and fastened to the shafts of the cart. 

24685. Wasn't that the better way?—I cannot say; but I have seen it 
that way and worked it too. 

24686. Sheriff Nicolson.—Have you plenty of peats on the island of 
Rousay ?—Yes. 

24687. Convenient to you?—Some are convenient, and some are a long 
way from them. 

24688. Do you generaUy carry them on your backs?—No, we cart 
them. 

24689. Is that the custom among the people \—It is the custom now; 
carrying on the back used to be the practice. 

24690. But none of them do it now?—Some poor jieople who have not 
carts and cannot get them home in spring have to cany them in winter. 

24691. How are you off for sea-ware?—I get none, because I have no 
road to the sea-ware. 

24692. What manure do you use 1—I have none but what I buy, and 
a little dung from the cattle. I drive a little moss from the hill. 

24693. How far are you from the sea?—Not very far. 
24694. Why cannot you get seaware?—Because there is not much to 

get, and the roads are so wet in winter that I cannot travel to the mill 
without going on my neighbour's land. 

24695. Are your people generaUy well supplied with sea-ware ?—Not 
in my district.' In the district I was in before they were, but not in this 
district. 

24696. Is there any kelp made in the island ?—None now. 
24697. Was there ever?—Yes ; I was at that trade too, once on a time. 
24698. How long ago ?—I think about forty years ago. 
21699. Mr Fro.--, r-M'fl;into$h.—You have heard the paper Mr Mac-

Callum read : do you concur in it as correct ?—As far as I understand, I 
do. 

24700. Do you believe that it represents the real feelings and senti­
ments of the tenants on the Bur-rough's estate—the small people ?—I do. 

24701. Sheriff Nicolson.—You spoke about being afraid of being 
evicted, as you have no lease now ?—Yes. 

24702. You are not secure in your holding?—No. 
24703. Are many of your neighbours in the same position ?—Just the 

same; I think there are about a dozen or more in the same position. 
24704. Your land you say was offered to a farmer?—-The man told 

me so. 
24705. And some of your neighbours' land also ?—The whole square 

about us. 
Cr 
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ORKNEY. 21706. Including how many families ?—About a dozen, I think. 
24707. But he did no t take i t ?—No. 

KIRKWALL. 24708. If he h a d done so, then they would aR have h a d to go Ì—I 

George t l l i n k s o-
Leonard 

Mrs GEORGINA INKSTER, wife of H U G H INKSTER, Hammer, 

Rousay (35)—examined. 

Mrs Genrcrina 24709. Tlie Cliaii-man.—Your husband was formerly tenant or crofter 
Iukster. a t Hammer?—Yes . 

24710 . You wish to state a personal grievance before the Commission? 
—Yes : they have entirely taken our farm away. 

24711. Do you come here of your own accord, spontaneously, or have 
you been asked or prompted to come here by anybody ?—I come of my 
own accord. 

24712. Would you now state what your grievance is?—My grievance 
is tha t our property is entirely taken away and we are jus t destitute. I 
asked parochial relief and there was none granted. 

24713. W h e r e is your husband at this momen t?— I cannot say. H e 
was not home when I left the house. 

24714. H e has been in the Infirmary in Edinburgh ?—Yes. 
24715. Has he come home ?—Yes. 
24716. But he is not here j u s t now, in Kirkwal l?—No. 
24717. Your husband was formerly a crofter or tenant on General 

Burroughs estate ?—Yes. 
24718. How long was he a crofter?—Three years. 
24719. W h a t was he before that ?—He kept the house for his mother ; 

she was a widow and he kept the farm for her. 
24720 . She had the croft ?—-Yes. 
24721 . Three years ago he became the tenant, did he not?—Five years 

a g o ; i t is close on two years now since i t was taken away. 
24722. W e r e you married then ?—Yes. 
24723. A n d you were living with your husband in the same house 

wi th his mother during her t ime ?—In the same house. 
24724. W h e n your husband got the croft five years ago was there a 

new settlement of the ren t?—Yes; the rent was £ 1 5 for fifteen acres. 
24725. I t was settled at £ 1 5 when he became tenant?—Yes. 
24726. How much had it been before, in his mother's time ?—It was 

not the same croft a t all. 
24727. H e got a new croft of fifteen acres at £ 1 5 five years ago?— 

Yes. 
24728. Did he get any lease of it ?—None. 
24729. W h e n he entered the new croft was there a house upon it ?— 

The same house tha t is on it yet, bu t it is very bad. 
24730 . Dur ing the three years tha t he was on the croft did he spend 

any money on improving the house ?—None of any consequence, bu t he 
did improve a little on the roof. 

24731 . Did he make any dykes or enclosures?—None. 
24732. D i d he improve the land?—The land was improved before 
24733. D i d he take in any new land?—None. H e jus t had exactly 

fifteen acres and there was no more to take in. 
24734. H e took fifteen acres of land for £ 1 5 and remained three years : 

did he pay his rent punctually ?—He did that . 
24735. And at the end of three years he was not in arrear ?—Only a 
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little for the last year, and he was at- the factor and offered to pay that ORKNEY, 
too, but could not get a settlement. 

24736. When he took the fifteen acres was there any verbal understand- KIRKWALL. 
ing that he was to go on holding it ?—I think so. M r g o^Le*., 

24737. Do you know i t ]— I think so. If we couid have kept it, we Inkster. 
would have been glad to keep i t 

24738. Did your husband ever tell you that the factor had promised 
him to remain in that holding 1—We just had it from year to year. 

24739. You had no promise ?—None. 
24740. He held it for three years and then what happened ?—It was 

in consequence, I suppose, of his health giving way : he has been a man 
in delicate health for fourteen years. 

24741. A t the end of the three years did the factor come and tell him 
he was not to remain there any longer ?—Yes. 

24742. When did your husband learn that,—when he went to pay his 
rentl—I cannot remember. 

24743. Did the factor give him any reason for that I—None. The 
land was put on to the next farm. 

24744. Did your husband sell his stock ?—Yes. 
24745. Did the proprietor pay him any compensation or let him off any 

of his rent ?—None. 
24746. Did the proprietor buy hi3 stock or take it off his hand I—No. 

The most of the stock was his mother's, but she gave it to my husband 
and we were to pay her as we could get it. 

24747. His mother was still alive ?—Yes, she is alive yet 
24748. Did the factor tell your husband why he took the land away ? 

—No. 
24749. Then your husband just lost it I—Yes. 
24750. Did he ever pay the factor any more money in order to bo 

aUowed to stay ?—I don't think it. It was no use, he would not get it. 
24751. What became of your husband j was he in good health at the 

time he left the farm I—No, not very. I t is fourteen years since he was in 
good health—there has not been a year in that time he has been in good 
health. During the last two years he has been entirely unable to earn a 
sixpence. 

24752. Who does he live with?—We are just destitute. 
24753. You still remain in the same house ?—Yes, and the land is 

taken away. We have nothing. 
24754. Has he got any means of subsistence at all ?—The means were 

his mother's; if it had not been her we would not have been alive. 
24755. Does he help his mother in the management of her croft?—She 

has no croft. When my husband entered his croft his mother came along 
with us. The croft at Hammer was stocked by her and she gave up her 
own croft. 

24756. And are you living with the mother now ?—Yes, my husband's 
mother and sister are living in a room in the end of our house. 

24757. Are they able to earn anything ?—Not the mother, but the 
sister is. 

24758. Are you able to earn anything?—I have a small family and 
cannot get out to work if I were able; my youngest child is an infant. 

24759. What is your particular complaint at this moment ?—Is it that 
you are not allowed to remain in the holding which your husband got ?— 
Yes, and we are entirely destitute and have been applying for relief and 
none has been granted. 

24760. Your complaint just now is that you have applied for parochial 
relief and none has been granted to you 1—Yes. 
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ORKNEY. 24761. Have you appeared before the Parochial Board yourself] — 
Yes. 

KIRKWALL. 21762. How long ago 1—I was at the inspector of poor but not before 

Mrs Ge7rgina t h e b o a r d - „ " . . „ . , ' , . , . 
Inkster. 21763. W hat reason did the inspector give you for not granting relief? 

—The General was not at home, and he said he would write the General 
and give me an answer. The auswer did not come and my husband sent 
a note to the inspector, and the inspector said he called a meeting of the 
Parochial Board and the case wa3 laid down and that unless he got a 
certificate from the medical officer of the parish that my husband was 
quite unable to work there would be no relief granted. He also said that 
if relief was granted my husband would find it in the poor-house in 
Kirkwall. 

21761. Did your husband get the certificate 1—He has not got it yet. 
21765. How was your husband able to pay for going to the Infirmary 

in Edinburgh ?—His mother helped him. 
21766. Did any one else help him ?—No. 
21767. Have you applied to the proprietor for assistance in any way1?— 

I went to the inspector of poor. 
21768. But have you applied to the proprietor for any other land 

or any support or assistance at all ?—They always promised to give us 
the first place that was open, but now it is of no use as we have nothing 
to take any place with. 

21769. How long was your husband in the Infirmary?—I cannot 
exactly say; it is six weeks since he went to Edinburgh and he came back 
last Saturday night 

21770. Have they done him a great deal of good?—Yes. But I have 
not seen him yet: he was not arrived when I left home. 

21771. Mr Cameron.—What age is your husband?—Thirty-eight. 
21772. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—Was he born on General Burrough's 

estate?—Yes. 
21773. Were his people there before ?—Yes, his grandfather and father. 
21771. Do you belong to the estate yourself?—Yes. 
21775. Sheriff Nicolson.—Was there any suggestion that your husband 

was not able to work the croft, or that he was not cultivating it properly? 
-—No, he was cultivating it well. 

21776. Was there any complaint against him of any kind?—Not that 
I heard, 

21777. If you were getting land now, how could you work it?—We 
have nothing to take land with now. 

21778. You have no stock to put upon it now ?—No. 
21779. Professor MarJdnnon.—Why did your husband not get a 

medical certificate?—Dr Gibson the medical officer, told him that he 
could have given him a line that he was unable to work at the present 
time, but that if he was to go into the poor-house and be examined, the 
statement by the doctor in the poor-house might not agree with his, 
and that would hurt him (Dr Gibson) in his situation. Dr Gibson 
promised before to give my husband a line, and I thought I had 
nothing to do but go and get i t ; but when I mentioned about the 
poor-house, that was his statement, and Dr Stewart of Kirkwall offered 
my husband a line. 

21780. The offer of relief which you got, was to go to the poor-house ? 
—Yes. 

21781. Would they take your husband away without you and the 
children ?—I don't know. 

21782. You don't know whether you and the children would have 
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ORKNEY. 

got out-door relief ?—I don't know; it was my husband who was g - p ^ ^ - ^ 
mentioned in the line. 

24783. Tiie Chairman.—Would you go to the poor-house?—I am MrsGeorgina 
sure I could not say. I would have to go I suppose. I could not Inkster. 
live upon nothing. 

24784. Professor Machinnon.—Is it your mother-in-law's stock that 
you have been living upon for the last two years ?—Yes. 

24785. And you say it is now exhausted, and you are destitute ?— 
Yes. 

24786. So that if you got another croft, you could not take it?—We 
could not do anything with it now, unless we got help from some 
person. 

24787. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—Suppose you had been left on the 
croft would you have struggled on ?—Yes, cheerfully. 

24788. The last thing you would have thought of, would have been 
to apply to the Parochial Board ?—Yes, the last thing. 

24789. Have you anything else you want to state ?—I don't think it. 

JAMES LEONARD, Crofter and Mason, Digro, Rousay (46)—examined. 
(See Appendix A, LVIL) 

24790. The Chairman.—Are you a general builder ?—I build houses, James 
but I am not a builder, I suppose, in the real sense of the term. Being Leonard. 
a delegate from the crofters in Rousay, I have been asked to make a 
special request for them, and that is, that our proprietor will injure no 
person for giving their evidence before the Royal Commission. 

24791. Is the factor or proprietor present?—I think they are both 
present.—General Bui-roughs. I am the proprietor, and my factor 
is also present, 

24792. Is General Burroughs prepared to give an assurance to the 
tenants on his property, that no prejudice will happen to them in 
consequence of what they state 1—General Burroughs. I am not 
prepared to do so. It is contrary to human nature, that I could 
treat a man who spoke of me so inimically as one or two have done 
here, in the same way as other men who are friendly disposed. 
Whatever I might say, my feelings could not be so, after the people 
have vilified me as they have done to-day. 

24793. Tiie Chairman.—You are not prepared to give that assurance? 
—General Buiroughs. I am not prepared to do so. 

24794. The Chairman.—You are aware that you will have an 
opportunity, either in person or through your factor of making any 
statement you please afterwards ?—General Burroughs. Yes. 

24795. The Chairman.—But notwithstanding that, you are not 
prepared to give any assurance ?—General Burroughs. I cannot have 
the same feeling towards them. I have tried to do my duty as 
honourably and justly as I could all my life, with these tenants as 
with everybody else, and I cannot have the same feeling towards the 
men who have come forward and stated the things that have been stated 
here. I t is contrary to human nature to be so frierdly disposed to 
them as to others who do not make these complaints. 

24796. Tiie Chairman.—But, General Burroughs, if I may take the 
liberty of saying so, I have not asked you about the state of your feelings 
towards them; I have asked you in respect to your intentions towards 
them.—General Buiroughs. My intentions would be for them to go 
away simply. They are not slaves; they are free men and n< e 1 not 
remain here if they don't like. If they are not satisfied here they can go 



1558 Highlands and Islands Commission. 

ORKNEY, away. I have ninety or a hundred tenants, and there are only those four 
who are giving evidence, and some of those are not tenants. Grieve, who 

KIRKWALL. n a s been mentioned, is not on the tenant roU. Mr MacCallum is on 
T the roll.—Rev. Mr MacCallum. We speak on behalf of aU the tenants. 

Leonard 24797. The Chairman.—"Well, but I want to arrive at an understand­
ing with General Burroughs. I would ask you, General Burroughs, to 
consider this. That we are sitting here as a Royal Commission, and our 
object and our duty is to elicit the truth j and we have in other parts of 
the country generaUy found that the proprietors were willing to assist us 
to this extent—indeed to every extent, but to this extent particularly— 
that they have given us a public assurance, that nothing that their tenants 
will say, whether they consider it true or false, would have any influence 
on their conduct towards those tenants afterwards. In that way the 
Commission have had perfect freedom in their inquiry, and the witnesses 
have had perfect freedom in their statements; and we have experienced 
much benefit from that. It is true that the examination with reference 
to your estate, has nearly terminated, but still we might have occasion 
to ask something else, and the absence of an assurance on your part 
might have the effect of restraining the people from saying what they 
reaUy feel. I would ask you to reconsider your statement, and say 
whether you are not, on reconsideration, able to state that nothing that 
is said here to-day wiU influence your action, towards those persons, 
whatever your feelings may be.—General Burroughs. I feel perfectly 
certain that whatever I do after this, will always be put down to 
this now. Mr Leonard wiU think—his father's lease is up—if I were 
to remove him, that it was owing to what he said. Everything I do 
wiU be attributed to this meeting, and my hands will be tied completely. 
That is my feeling on the subject. Is the property mine, or is it not 
mine 1 If it is mine, surely I can do what I consider best for it Ì 
H these people are not contented and happy, they can go away. 

24798. Mr Cameron.—Would you go to this extent, and say that 
anything you do on the estate will be done in connection with the proper 
working of the estate, and not in consequence of anything that may be 
said here ? You have said you are afraid that anything you do, will 
be attributed to the result of this meeting. Will you state that that 
is not the case, and that you wiH continue to manage the estate to the 
best of your ability, independently of anything that is to be said here %— 
General Burroughs. Am I to greet discontented people here?—There 
is no satisfying some people : you may do what you please and they 
will never be contented. 

24799. Mr Cameron.—I was only using your own words. You said 
everything you do would be attributed to what is said here. Now wont 
you give us an assurance that nothing you do wiU be in consequence of 
any evidence given here, but in connection with the proper and right 
management of your estate Ì—General Burroughs. I say I wLU do my 
duty honestly and justly as I have hitherto done. 

24800. Mr Cameron.—And that what you may do will not be done in 
consequence of the evidence which may be led before us on the present 
occasion1?—General Burroughs. But whether my actions may be 
tinged in that way it is very difficult to say. 

24801. Mr Cameron.—If you say they will not be influenced, that is 
all we ask. If the people attribute motives which are not accurate, we 
have nothing to do with that All we want is an assurance that you 
will conduct the estate as you have hitherto endeavoured to do, and not 
make any alterations in consequence of the evidence which may be given. 
—General Burroughs. My intention is to try and make the peoplo 
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labourers, who are not able to work their holdings, and to throw their ORKNEY. 
holdings into larger farms ; but not to remove them from the land, and 
that is what I have done with Mrs Inkster. I left her husband in the KlRKWALIw 

house which he had. James 
24802. The Chairman.—I understand that General Burroughs has not Leonard, 

given a distinct unambiguous assurance that he will do nothing to any 
individual in consequence of what is said here to-day. If that is the 
case, it remains with the delegate to give evidence or not as he pleases. 
He must do it at his own hazard, as it is impossible for us to interfere 
between the delegate and his proprietor, or between the delegate and the 
law. We can give him no security, and no assurance whatever. He 
may therefore continue to give evidence or not as he Hke3.—James 
Leonard. I may go on. You see the state of matters, and you see the 
necessity for a change. I am very happy to see this Commission here 
to-day. 

24803. You are not bound to give any opinion upon the Commission, 
but you are to state your own case to the extent you wish.—I may state 
my case. General Borroughs says I am always opposed to him. I 
daresay he means by that, that I am gifted with a little common sense, 
and that when I see persons going wrong I am always trying for the 
right. That is the reason I have been so much persecuted. I challenge 
anyone to say I have been acting unlawfully in anything; and with 
regard to the statements made here to-day, why should they be angry at 
us for making our statement to the Commission sent down by Govern­
ment ? We are telling only the truth, and you are here to receive evidence 
of the t ruth; and because we do that we will be evicted from our places 
and holdings. Certainly there is much need for a change of the law, and 
security of tenure. I think you have the strongest evidence before you 
to-day that you have had, perhaps, since you left London ; and although 
I may have to leave the land, I am prepared to speak the truth, and will 
not be cowed down ' y landlordism. I consider as Burns says—' A 
man's a man for a' that.' 

24804. I think I must ask you to alter the tone of your evidence a 
little. This is not a proper place for making a speech or an address, 
and I must ask you to state your case in temperate language.—I will 
confine myself then to questions about my croft. 

24805. Not only about your croft but about the general case of the 
people, and your own case as far as it illustrates that ; but do it in a 
quiet manner.—It rouses one's feelings a little at times, my Lord. 

24806. You have heard the statement which the Rev. Mr MacCallum 
has made. Were you acquainted with that statement before ¥—Partly. 
Mr MacCallum has had very little acquaintance with the subject, and 
could not give very good evidence on many points, because he has not 
been long in the placa 

24807. Is there anything now which you wish to add to the statement 
he presented 1—Well just about the little croft I have—if I may speak 
to it—it may throw a good deal of light on the subject 

24808. Well then let us hear your own case ?—I occupied a small croft 
said to be about eight acres in extent. The house was built by my 
father on the common, and for a considerable time he paid no rent, 
because no man claimed it. There were different proprietors then. 

24809. About what time was that Ì—I daresay fifty or sixty years ago, 
but I could not exactly state the time. Afterwards the lands came into 
the hands of one proprietor, the present. 

24810. On whose ground was the house built fifty or sixty years ago? 
—No one claimed it to my knowledge ; it was common. 
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ORKNEY. 

KIRKWALL. 

James 
Leonard. 

21811. And your father paid no rent ?—None. 
21812. And then it was transferred to whom?—To General Burroughs. 

The whole came into his hands, and then rent was laid on amounting to 
thirty shillings. 

21813. When this transfer took place, who had been the proprietor 
connected with the common ? You say it did not belong to anybody, 
but as there was a transfer, there must have been somebody who pre­
tended to sell it ?—I could not say. I daresay the Earl of Zetland; or it 
would be the Crown. 

21811. But the common came into the possession of General Burroughs? 

How did he become possessed of it ?—I cannot answer that 
—Yes. 

21815. 
question. 

21816. Was it divided in consequence of a process before the Court 
of Session?—Not that I am aware of; I did not know of any adjudica­
tion, and the poor crofters did not know anything, but just had to pay 
the rent. 

21817. When was the croft added to these houses, or how did you get 
the croft ?—It was a heathery hillside, and by means of manual labour— 
for there were no ploughs—they turned some of the heather and turf, and 
broke out some smaU patches. 

21818. How much did your father take in altogether ?—It is said now 
to be eight acres, but I cannot teh you whether that is correct or not, 
because I have not seen the survey. 

21819. Was the whole of this land taken in before General Burroughs 
became proprietor ?—Long before. 

21820. When General Burroughs became proprietor, was it his uncle 
or himself ?—I think it was himself. I think it was in General Burroughs' 
time. I don't think my father paid any rent to the uncle. 

21821. Can anybody here state whether it was General Burroughs 
personally ?—General Burroughs. This croft was held from year to year 
till 1856, and after that the rent was £ 1 , 2s. for seven years. Then it 
was increased to £ 1 , 10s., at which rent he held it for other seven years. 
At the end of that time another lease was granted at £ 3 ; and since the 
expiry of that lease he has been a tenant-at-wLU, the rent being £ 1 . 

21822. What I want to know is whether this man's father began 
paying rent to you personally, or to some member of your family ?—He 
was one of the tenants on some land which my uncle TraLU purchased 
from Lord Zetland. Lord Zetland sold to my uncle all he had in various 
parts of the island. This place Digro was part of it. 

21823. Was it in your own time or was it in the time of your uncle ? 
—I t was in my time !—about 1853. 

21821. WHiat was the first-amount of rent paid?—£1, 10s. 
21825. How long ago was that?—In 1856. 
21826. (To James Leonard).—When did yourfatherdie?—Onlylastyear. 
21827. It is your father's case, in fact. What did your father do, and 

what rise of rent took place?—At the time that he paid the £ 1 , 10s. he 
had the use of aU the hiU pasture round him. We kept sometimes two 
or three cattle, two or three sheep, and so forth, and that increased until 
it came to £3 . Still he had the use of the hill pasture, although it was 
increased to £ 3 ; but latterly the simple croft itself—eight acres, said to 
be—was £1 . £ 1 was added to it, and at the same time the common was 
cut off at the very mark. 

21828. And when your father died last year, that was the state of the 
case—£1 for eight acres ?—Yes, and had been for some time before. He 
had not done anything with it for ten or twelve years before. 
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24829. You had been acting for him ?—Yes, for more than twenty ORKNEY, 
years. 

24830. Did your father have a lease of it 1—General Burroughs. I K lRKWALL-
see that this was part of the land which Lord Zetland sold to me, and it j a m e s 
appears in 1853 and 1854 to have been occupied by a tenant at-will, who Leonard, 
paid £ 1 , 2s. I 

24831. When your father died did you remain in possession of the croft ? 
—James Leonard. Yes. 

24832. Are you in possession now ?—Yes. 
24833. A t what rent %—£4. 
24834. You are a mason; have you improved the house?—There was 

no house there, and I have built a good house on it. 
24835. When you built that house did you make any stipulation with 

the proprietor or factor for compensation %—None whatever. 
24836. Then you are at this moment tenant-at-will, and if you leave it, 

unless the proprietor chooses, you have no claim to compensation?—None 
whatever. 

24S37. You say there are about eight acres of it?—It is said so; that 
is all within the fence. 

24838. What stock do you keep ?—One cow. 
24839. What else ?—Nothing; and that is rather too much for it. 
24840. How much have you got of it in cultivation 1—I could not bo 

accurate, but perhaps three acres; but then we never get our seed out of 
it. I have had to purchase my seed aU round for a number of years 
back. 

24841. Have you got constant employment at your trade?—Not 
constant. I went to Glasgow one year for the summer. 

24842. But do you generally find employment as a mason on the 
island ?—Not generally; many times none. 

24843. When you work as a mason, do you work by the hour or by the 
day?—Both ways. 

24844. What do you get an hour?—The highest here is £ 1 per week. 
They don't work much by thj hour here. I have got twenty-four 
shillings a week—four shillings a day—but that is not general here. 

24845. What is the lowest wage you ever got?—One and sixpence a 
day. 

24846. You mean that when you began working at this trade, the 
wages were not more than one and sixpence a day ?—I only got a shillL-.g 
a day. 

24847. Was that as journeyman?—As journeyman. 
24848. You mean since you became a competent mason?—Yes; I have 

wrought at a shilling a day. 
24849. Then your wages as a mason have risen from one shdling to four 

shillings?—Yes; but very few get four shillings with us. 
24850. Were they raised from one shilling to three and sixpence ?— 

No, to three shillings. That is the general thing. I have got four 
shillings because I was considered perhaps rather superior to some. 

24851. Have you anything else to state besides what we have heard on 
behalf of the people who have sent you here ?—I have to state that there 
is such an amount of landlord-terror hanging on them—I was asked to 
state that—that they would be pleased if the Commission would do what 
they could to have the cause of that terror removed. You cannot fail to 
see that that terror exists. I had a statement from another crofter, but I 
don't think it necessary to read it. 

24852. You can leave it with us.—It just amounts to the same thing. 
I wish to refer to something that was mentioned in our statement. The 
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ORKNEY, expression occurred—' wanton and unrighteous conduct.' I may give an 
— - example of that—the case of a woman in our island whom the proprietor 

KIRKWALL, -visited, when she was on her death-bed. She had a small croft, and he 
James ^ 0 ^ n e r s--e would have to leave it, because he was going to give it to 

Leonard, another person—a stranger. She said she would never leave it until she 
was put to a house from which no man could remove her. He said— 
• What house is that ?'—and she said—' Where I will be buried ;' and he 
struck his stick on the ground and said, ' Would you like to be buried 
here on this floor ?' 

24853. Mr Fraser-Macldntosh.—What is your authority for making 
that statement: was it the poor woman herself ?—More than that; there 
are witnesses beside me who can speak to it. 

21854. People who heard it 1—-Yes. 
24855. Has the proprietor laid out much money in the improvement 

of the estate for the benefit of the smaU tenants 1—I am not aware of any 
for the small tenants, but there has been borrowed money laid out—I 
don't consider it anything but a grievance, because 6£ per cent, has been 
charged for it, which is just adding to the rent of the farms. 

24856. I need not ask you if you concur in the statement read by Mr 
MacCallum ?—I concur in it fuUy. 

24857. I t is not overstated 1—It is not, and you can see that. 
24858. You declare that upon full consideration?—I do ; I am in 

earnest. 
24859. Considering the responsibility you have to the public and 

everybody, you make that statement ?—I do, thoroughly and in earnest. 
We are in earnest about it. It is a shame the work that was in Rousay. 

24860. Are you a native of Rousay ?—Yes. 
24861. And have your predecessors been upon this place ?—Yes; but I 

believe I belong originaUy to the Highlands. 
24862. Do you concur in the statement by Mr MacCallum that he 

would know an Egilshay man by his dress and appearance ?—I would 
concur cordially in that, because they are so happy. They are just like 
living under Queen Victoria, they are so happy. "We are under the 
despotism and terror of the landlord, and we want that removed; and even 
though I should fail in this battle, I will fight it out, 

24863. Rev. Mr MacCallum.—May I be allowed to make an observa­
tion? The question has been put to every witness if he concurs in the 
statement read by me. I would like your Lordship to put that question 
to all the delegates present—there is only one remaining—and it will 
satisfy your Lordship that the statement is that of the people themselves. 

24864. The Chairman.—'Who are the additional delegates %—The 
question has been put to James Leonard and George Leonard. 

24865. Is William Robertson here?— Xo. 
24866. Who is the other delegate ?—James Grieve. 
24867. Who else?—They are all present. I think you asked Mrs 

Inkster. 

JAMES GRIEVE, Cottar, Outer Dykes, Rousay (56)—examined. 

James Grieve. 24868. The Chairman.—You have heard the statement read by the 
Rev. Mr MacCallum and the verbal statements made by James Leonard 
and George Leonard : do you concur with them ?—I do. 
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WILLIAM T. NORQUAY, Banker, South Ronaldshay (54)—examined. 
KlRKWALI*. 

24869. The Chairman.—We have no delegates from South Ronaldshay y^.TT.— T 
and should be obliged if you would tell us anything about the state of the Torquay ' 
people in the island, that you think right 1—I thought you might desire to 
put some questions to me in a categorical way; but, if not, I may state that 
I know South Ronaldshay well, having lived there aU my life, and bein» 
a native. We have no grievance, as a rule; we have no professional 
grievance-mongers amongst us, and the people are living peaceably. 
The landlords do their duty; and as you wLU observe, the island is one of 
the largest in Orkney, and is one of the most populous, the population 
being about 26OO. We have another smaU island near, containing a 
population of 670, and a smaller one still, containing some fifty people. 
There are also the Pentland Skerries, on which there are some score of 
people. I am speaking in round numbers. The rental of South Ronald­
shay is some £4300 ; the rental of Burra is about £800, and the rental 
of Swana is £20 ; and of the Pentland Skerries, £40 . There is one thing 
that has been a grievance there, with reference to the taxpayers. We 
have, I may say, there a few grievances in connection with the rent of the 
Commissioners of Northern Lighthouses, for a part of the island belonging 
to the Earl of Zetland, for which they pay £ 2 0 a year; and they are 
tenants of another part, for which also they pay £20 a year. They 
pay no local taxes, and the people think that is not fair. The lighthouse 
keepers are natives of our parish, and might ultimately gravitate towards 
the Parochial Board, and the Commissioners have made no provision by 
way of paying taxes. Of course, Lord Zetland pays his share of the taxes, 
but we lose the taxation on £60—£20 as owner and tenant, and £20 as 
tenant besides. 

24870. How many proprietors are there on the island 1—They are 
innumerable. The Earl of Zetland owns about one-half of South Ronald­
shay and the whole of Burra and Swana, and Mr Heddle of Melsetter 
owns another part; and the rest is occupied by a number of small 
proprietors. There is another smaH property—the next largest to that of 
Mr Heddle of Melsetter—belonging to Miss Turnbuil, the rental of 
which is £600 or thereby. The rental has nearly doubled within my 
recollection. 

24871. You say that Lord Zetland owns about one-half of the island ? 
—Yes. 

24872. Has there been any consolidation of small holdings and any 
formation of sheep farms?—None; there are only two farms over £100 , 
and they are occupied by one tenant. 

24873. What would be the aggregate value of these two farms—£300 
or £400 a year 1—Some £300 odds; and there are only nine farms over 
£50 and under £100. 

24874. You say that the rental of the island has in your recollection 
doubled ; you mean the rateable value 1—The rateable value. 

24875. Can you give me any idea of how much Lord Zetland's rental 
has increased ?—No. Lord Zetland's factor is able to give you that; but 
I think the increase has mostly been on the larger tenants. That is my 
opinion. Of course there are small places which pay no rent at aU or 
have paid rent only to a small extent—small places out on the hill which 
the people hold without paying rent, or only paying a small rent. 

24876. As a banker, without betraying your constituents in individual 
^ases, you might perhaps give us a general impression as to whether you 
find any evidence in your accounts that the people are more prosperous 
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ORKNEY, than they were in former years 1—It rises and falls. Three or four years 
previous to the last year or two, people were not doing so weU owing to 

KIRKWALL, ^IQ bad crops; and I may state that in these islands we are learning to 
William T n v e m o r e expensively than we used to do—than our great-grandfathers 
Kortjuay" did—and we are getting more into the habits of the people in the 

southern part of the island; and the consequence is that it takes more to 
keep us going. Then we are taxed to a pretty large extent. I think the 
local taxation is 4s. 9id. in the pound. And then we have not the privileges 
that the people have on the mainland of Great Britain—for instance, we 
have no telegraphic communication. I dou't kuow any complaint that is 
so general as the want of telegraphic communication with the rest of the 
country. I have for years done what I could to persuade the Government 
department and our local members of Parliament to interest themselves in 
the matter, and aU that we can get from Government is an offer to send us 
the telegraph if we pay the piper. They say—' If you give us a guarantee 
' of £624 a year for seven years we will send the telegraph to you.' Now 
here our tenants are paying taxation both national and local, and the 
consequence is in addition to that we are requested to lay down the 
telegraph for ourselves. If we lived on the other side of the Pentland 
Firth the telegraph is ready at our door; and not only that, but tenants 
and farmers have the advantage of telegraphic and steamboat communi­
cation every hour. Now if you rate a tenant at the same ratio in these 
islands, I think it is nothing more or less than justice that you should 
afford him all the advantages of the postal and telegraphic communication 
of the country. I must say I think the Government policy has been 
rather hard on a loyal people like the Orcadians. I have said in joke, 
but also a good deal in earnest, to some of my friends down south, that if 
we hail been more of a landlord-shooting and outrageous class in Orkney 
we would have had telegraphic communication long before now; but as 
we have lived a peaceable and quiet life in the country we have been left 
without it. 

24877. I would like to hear you retract the expression ' landlord-
1 shooting.'—I shaU do so. I say we don't do that in Orkney, and woulJ 
never dream of it. 

24878. But it is a dangerous expression ?—Yes, I believe it is. 
24879. Although you say the people are not so prosperous as they 

have been in previous years, can you say, from your knowledge of their 
circumstances, that they are rather before the world—that they are not 
embarrassed or in debt 1—As a rule they are not, but of course there are 
many exceptions in the population we have of over three thousand 
people, and there are many small crofts on which the people could not 
exist at all, unless they got their means of existence out of the sea from 
fishing. There are many people holding sinaU farms who could not 
exist without the fishing. 

24880. Has the operation of banks been very useful to the people ?— 
Very usefid; they assist the people in many ways. 

24881. And you have found that the people have also been useful to 
the banks Ì—That remains to be proved. The tendency of the people is 
towards honesty on these islands. 

24882. Have you any statement to make respecting the fishing 
industry on these islands 1—No, not unless any questions might suggest 
anything. 

24883. Has the class of boats been much improved 1—Very much. I 
heard some remark about the decrease of boats in Orkney. The number, 

• I believe, is now about one-half what it used to be. The officer told me 
there are about two hundred or two hundred and six boats fishing in 
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Orkney, and there have been as many as four hundred. But the two ORKXEY. 
hundred boats now represent as large a value, possibly a larger value, 
than the four hundred previously did. They are a higher class of boats ; KlRKWA1-1'-
but I have no doubt the fishing may still be improved, and the number wfrnl™ -n 
of boats may increase. They may increase this year in Shetland, Norquay, 
and decrease in Orkney. 

24884. Have the banks, by advances, been instrumental in improving 
the condition of the fishing industry ?—No doubt of it. 

24885. In the way of enabling them to get a better class of boats and 
otherwise 1—Yes, and the curers do a good deal in that way as welL 

21886. The curers may benefit by advances ?—Of course, they expect 
to do so. 

24887. Are there any cases in which advances have been made to 
fishermen themselves to buy boats, or are they generaUy made through 
curers ?—Generally through a third party. 

24888. Did you ever know a case of fishermen clubbing and coming 
to the bank, and getting credit to buy a boat ?—Oh yes, that depends on 
the individual. 

24889. But with respectable men, have you found that a safe kind of 
advance ?—Oh yes. 

24890. They prosecute both kinds of fishing—both deep sea and the 
herring fishing?—The herring fishing mostly now, but they stiH do a 
little in the way of white fishing. 

24891. Do they cure in the islands'?—Yes. South Ronaldshay used 
to be the principal curing station of Orkney at one time, and one proof 
of that is that the only fishery officer in Orkney resides in our parish. 
He is the fishery officer for the whole county, so that it was at one time 
the principal station, when there were some four or five fishery officers in 
the county. 

24892. Have yon many small proprietors of the class we see in Harray 
—small lairds ?—A few, but not so many comparatively. 

24893. But are those you have, in a prosperous condition?—Some of 
them. 

24894. Do they maintain their position and their holdings?—Yes; 
the holdings are generally small. There are two or three good properties 
on the island besides those I have mentioned, having a rental of perhaps 
£100 a year. 

24895. Are these smaU properties liable to sub-division or do they 
maintain themselves in their size 1—They don't become subdivided. 
They are generally held by the eldest son. 

24896. Are these small proprietors a contented class of people ?—Yes. 
24897. Are they proud of their position as proprietors; do they look 

upon themselves as a distinct class Ì-—No. 
24898. They just mix with the other classes ?—Yes. 
24899. Are some of them very ancient tenures?—No, not very ancient. 
24900. You think these little properties have changed hands a good 

deal ?—A great deal. 
24901. Is there evidence of improvement upon them—new houses 

and new fences?—Yes, a good deal within the last twenty years—new 
and better houses. 

24902. You think they have taken a start ?—They took a start some 
thirty years ago and it has been continued. Slate-roofed cottages and 
.houses were the exception thirty years ago, and now they have increased 
over the whole islands. 

24903. Sir Kenneth Mackensde.—Do you observe any difference in the • 
character of the houses owned by those small proprietors,, and the 
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ORKNEY, character of the houses of the crofters, who hold land on lease ?—A little. 
There are very few lease-holders in our district, the bulk of the people are 

KIRKWALL, tenants at will. 
William T 24904. I should have said tenants .—Well , of course, there is a little 
Norquay.' improvement, bu t it depends upon the size of the property. Some of 

those properties owned by the occupier are only worth £ 2 or £ 3 of 
rental annually. I n a case of that sort the proprietor is generaUy on a 
level with a tenant paying that amount of rent. 

24905. Take a property worth £ 5 to £ 2 0 in the occupation of the 
owner, and another in the occupation of a tenant paying tha t ren ta l ; is 
there a difference between the houses ?—As a ride the proprietor's house 
is better, bu t in other cases, the tenant paying tha t rental, has as good a 
house as the owner of a property of tha t value. 

24906. Is it the custom where land is let, for the owner to build the 
house and to keep it in repair, or is it the tenant who keeps it in repair 1— 
The tenant , I think. 

24907. The tenant provides the whole bui lding ?—No, in many cases 
the landlord assists him. H e assists the tenant to build, and the tenant 
then has to keep the house up. I t h ink that is the practice. 

24908. Is it a certain proportion of the first cost that the proprietor 
gives ?—A certain proportion of the first cost the landlord bears. 

24909. M r Fraser-Mackintosh.—You spoke of a grievance you had 
against the Government or the Commissioners of Northern Lighthouses, 
and you also stated tha t one of the evils that might flow from it, was 
tha t the light-keepers might come on the poor's roU; have you ever heard 
of such a case ? does not the Government grant a pension to a light-
keeper if he gets old ?—I am not aware of it. 

24910 . I ask you this q u e s t i o n — d i d you ever hear of such a 
person coming upon the Parochial Boards—I am not aware of the 
Government giving a pension, but I th ink there was a case where one of 
the officials of the Commissioners made application to the Parochial 
Board. I don' t know any provision the Commissioners have for aged 
or infirm lighthouse keepers. 

24911. A t all events, whatever i t is, you th ink the Commissioners 
should pay taxes like everybody else?—I th ink so. They are paying 
them now on Government and charitable buildings and I th ink it bu t 
fair t ha t the Commissioners should pay as well. But I know tha t the 
farmer's standing grievance is the want of telegraphic communication, 
and I am certain it would be a great advantage to them. I th ink it is 
hard lines for the Government to seek such a large guarantee—£624 a 
year for seven years. 

24912. Professor Mackinnon.—You stated tha t there were very few 
large farms, are there many people wi thout land- a t all ?—Yes, we have a 
village of some four hundred people in the island, and there are small 
places besides that , with very little land. I know places of no rent at 
all where men are allowed to stay in the hill with a small cot and a 
little land, and pay no rent or only a few shillings. 

24913. D o these people live chiefly by fishing \—Yes, and labouring. 
24914. I n what direction do they fish?—Chiefly eastward, and some­

times to the west. 
24915. Far ou t?—Oh yes, near to Fair Isle, t h e fishermen from our 

place have been fishing to the south of Fair Isle. 
24916. Those engaged in the fishing chiefly complain of the want of 

telegraphic communication ?—It is a s tanding grievance with fishermen 
and farmers. The farmers suffer on account of it. 

24917. How often have you steamers?—Two weekly, one nor th and 
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one south, but in the winter season we don't know whether the steamer ORKNEY. 
is coming or not owing to the want of the telegraph. Farmers may 
•come with cattle and find no steamer. KIRKWALL 

2-1918. Buira has a population of about six hundred?—Six hundred William T. 
and seventy. Norquay. 

24919. How many schools are there on the island?—One. 
24920. And on the next island, Swana ?—There is no school there. 
24921. How many children are there?—About twelve or fifteen. 
24922. How are they educated Ì—We educate them from South 

'Ronaldshay. "We send a teacher over a certain portion of the year; we 
would be glad if the Department built a smaU school for them. 

24923. Do they come ashore for examination ?—They come ashore to 
the inspector, and I am glad to say, they make as good an appearance as 
any children in the kingdom. The inspector's report on the subject is 
very good. The rental of the island is only £20 , so that you can see 
what the rates would do in the way of providing a school. 

24924. How many schools are there in South Ronaldshay ?—Three 
board schools and a charity school. 

24925. An endowed school ?—Yes. 
24926. Is that for girls ?—Both girls and boys. 
24927. Is there quite efficient education given in that school?—Yes, 

as good as in any of the others. 
24928. Taking farm for farm,—a £ 1 5 farm where a proprietor is 

occupier and another where a tenant is under a proprietor, you said the 
house of the proprietor was better as a general rule; what about the 
cultivation of the farm ?—It depends vastly upon the individuaL 

24929. Take them all in aU ?— We have very few cases of proprietors 
of £15—very few indeed; but the tenant as a rule is equaUy as good as 
the proprietor for cultivating the soil 

24930. Who considers himself the superior man ?—That depends upon 
the man himself. 

24931. Take that all round again?—I could not classify them. We 
always keep that class feeling down as much as possible. We have a 
sort of healthy public opinion. The people don't believe in smaU lairds. 
They don't look up to a man because he owns fifteen acres. 

24932. But do the small lairds believe in themselves ?—I hope they 
do. If they don't, so much the worse for them. 

24933. When one of these smaU properties comes into the market, is 
there any very keen competition for it ?—As a rule there is. 

24934. What would be about the price that would be paid for it— 
how many years' purchase ?—Thirty. 

24935. Of the rateable valuation 1—Yes. 
24936. That would seem to indicate that it is an object of desire on 

the part of the people to get these small properties?—Yes, but as a 
speculation we would not consider it good, but there are many foolish 
enough to give thirty or forty years' purchase of the rateable value. I 
have known a case of thirty years' purchase being given. 

24937. To what do you attribute that feeling?—Of course from a 
commercial point of view we consider it foolish, but from a land-owning 
point of view it is common in all the country. I t is common in the 
south for mercantile men to buy at thirty years' purchase. Many large 
estates are purchased by moneyed men. I don't know why they do it, but 
the fact is -we know they do it, and smaU men do the same thing appa­
rently. 

24938. They pay a price which if it were otherwise invested on good 
i security, would more than pay the rent ?—No doubt of it. 
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ORKNEY. 24939. To what do you attribute that?—Just to the land hunger which 
exists both among tenants and proprietors. It is a curious fact but it is 

KIRKWALL . a f a c f c 

"William T 24940. The Cliairman.—Don't you think there is a natural satisfaction in 
Norquay." possessing something of your own ?—I quite sympathise with that feeling. 

24941. You don't think it is very foolish ?—No, it is only from a 
commercial point of view. 

24942. You think it is a legitimate pleasure ?—Yes, and I am proud 
to think there are so many men in our country who wiU invest in land 
for that very purpose. But I don't like when a man gives a very big price 
for land and wishes to take a very big rent out of it. If he wants to pay 
a fancy price for land let him sit down with a smaU rent. I have known 
land bought which could not pay fair interest, and at the same time a 
tenant live upon it. 

24943. Professor Mackinnon.—Is the tendency of these small pro­
perties to increase or diminish ?—They have not much chance in South 
Ronaldshay. 

24944. Have you known of a comparatively smaU estate being split 
up ? Never. 

24945. Have you observed in the case of some coming into the market 
a neighbouring proprietor taking it up ?—Yes, I have known that. 

24946. So that the tendency would be to diminish the number of these 
small estates ?—Yes. I have never seen a smaU piece cut up, but I have 
known it bought up by a neighbouring small proprietor. 

24947. Slieriff Nicolson.—At present you cannot know the price at 
which herring is selling during the season until the end of the week1?— 
Yes, or three or four days after, and by that time the herring are all away. 
The fishing ground of the people of South Ronaldshay extends from 
Wick nearly to Auskerry or approaching to Fair Isle. If fish are being 
caught up to the north, our fishermen don't know for two days that the 
fish have been there; or if they are being caught at Wick they dont 
know until some time afterwards; and by the time their boats get there 
the fish are away. 

24948. Of course it is with Kirkwall you would wish the communica­
tion to be—what is the nearest point ?—Kirkwall. 

24949. In fact the want of the telegraph is a great commercial loss to 
your island ?—Yes; and seeing we are taxed the same as the other parts 
of the country, we consider it is unfair that we should have to provide 
ourselves with the telegraph, whereas if we had been a richer community, 
the telegraph would have been sent to us. 

24950. Do you get the post only once a week?—Once a day. 
24951. But not from the mainland?—Yes; the boat that comes now 

to Scapa calls at South Ronaldshay on the way north ; but she does not 
call on the return voyage, so that if we post a letter for the south it goes 
to Kirkwall and then back again. But we have no complaint about the 
postal communication. 

24952. But of course the want of the telegraph is a very great 
disadvantage to you in respect of every department of life ?—Every 
department, and much more to the farmer than ever it has been calculated. 
The great agitation has been on behalf of the fisherman, but of course, 
although the fishing is very important, the farmer is concerned also to a 
great extent, both in the prices of stock, and in order to know when the 
steamer may be expected. 

24953. When did you hear at South Ronaldshay the prices at .the 
Inverness wool market ?—The first we heard was through the Scotsman or 
any daily paper. 

24954. How soon after the market 1—Two days. 
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ORKNEY. 
FREDERICK WILLIAM TRAILL BURROUGHS, C.B., Lieutenant-General, 

Proprietor of Rousay (52)-—examinei. KIRKWALL. 
General 

2-4955. The Chairman.—You inherited your property in this country Burroughs, 
from a relative?—From a grand-uncle, George William Traill. 

24956. Whose family were long connected with this place 1—Yes. 
24957. And also long connected with the county generally?—He was 

in India in the Bengal Civil Service, and bought land here. 
24958. His father again was a proprietor in the county?—No, his 

father was not; he went south and married a lad}', with whom he got a 
lot of money. 

24959. In what year did you come to settle here?—1873; I was 
until then in the army. 

24960. And you have been almost a constant resident ?—I am always 
here except for two or three months in winter when I go south. 

24961. And you are in the active management of your own estate ?— 
I have a factor, but I am answerable for all he does; he consults mo 
about everything he does. 

24962. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—You have been present here all day ? 
—Yes. 

24963. You have heard some of the statements made by the delegates 
and others from Rousay, and it is only fair that you should have an 
opportunity of making any explanation you think proper. Will you be 
kind enough to make any statement you wish ?—I have heard with the 
greatest astonishment what has been said. I have seen myself* in a light 
in which I never knew myself before, and I cannot believe that what has 
been stated is the opinion of the people of Rousay generally. I think 
the delegates must represent Rousay much as the three tailors of Tooley 
Street represented Great Britain on a former occasion. I don't think 
the respectables in Rousay are mixed up with this movement in Rousay 
at all It has been said that the rental has been increased three-fold. 
Now I have made up since I returned home on the 18th—I was abroad 
in Germany, and hurried back when I heard of the visit of the Com-
missiou—I have not had much time, but I have gone through my 
factory accounts, and I have here a memorandum of the extent of the 
farms, their rental, and the sums expended upon them, and the estate 
of Rousay. The memorandum embraces the period from 1840 to 1882, 
and I find that in that time I have spent hi round numbers £37,405, 
17s. 9d. in improvements on the estate. But that includes the house I 
built, and also a sum of £3020 in support of the poor. We have no 
poor assessment in Rousay. And it also includes what has been spent 
on the roads, £2768, or £442 more than I receive under the Statute 
Labour Act. To give you a general idea of the rental of the estate, and 
what I have spent, 1 may quote some figures from this memorandum. 
And first on Viera—the Bu' farm has a rei.txl of £70 , and I have 
expended on improvements £193 ; Castle-hill has a rental of £50 , and 
I have expended on improvements £ 9 3 ; Cairt has a rental of £35, and 
I have expended on improvements £ 8 7 ; and so on it goes. And so it is 
in Rousay. Saviskail has a rental of £120 , and there have been 
expended on improvements £ 8 5 7 ; Langskail, with a rental of £170, 
has had expended on it in improvements £510 ; Brevel, 47 acres, 
rental £7, spent"on improvements £14, 12s. Id., and so it goes on. I 
may mention that while Mr Robertson was factor for my estate until his 
death, and I came to settle here, the arrangement was that the tenants 
got new land on improving leases to take in common. The first seven 
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ORKNEY, years they paid Is. an acre, the second seven 2s., and for the third seven 
3s., on the understanding that they -were to build the houses, and that at 

KIRKWALL, {.jjg e n ( j 0£ t k e twenty-one years the place should be valued, and a small 
G e n e r a- rent put on. I don't think a single tenant has been removed, and very 

Burroughs, few have left. 
24964. Before you go farther, what length of lease had these people ? 

—They had twenty-one years' leases, with a break at the end of every 
seven. The delegates say they are reduced to great poverty in Rousay. 
I am sorry the Commissioners are not able to visit Rousay, and assure 
themselves of the state of the island. I have been told there is more 
than half a million of money lodged in the Kirkwall banks to the credit 
of Orkney tenants, not proprietors and I know the Rousay people own a 
good deal of that. One gentleman I was told, had £7000, another £3000 ; 
and a great many others more or less. I happened to find this out in 
Edinburgh, when speaking to a gentleman there. The rentals have been 
increased three-fold they say. Let us take Triblo (Grunstay), the croft 
of George Leonard. He was first a tenant at wiU, and then he got 20 
acres at £2 2s., and a fourteen years' lease; then he got a seven years' 
lease, from 1871 to 1878, for £ 5 , and now he is tenant at will at £6. 
His land is very good. It has been mentioned that they had the whole 
of the hill to themselves, while I was in the army, and the intention 
was that they might cultivate their lands; but I found that instead of 
that they used to send their beasts to the hill and pay the rent that way, 
and neglect their crops entirely. I had about 4OOO acres I did not get 
a penny for, and I thought I might try and earn an honest penny on it 
myself. I have had it enclosed—-I have left the people some grazing 
still, however—and I have been putting sheep on it, and now I have let 
part of it. I offered it to the people, and none of them would take it. 
They say the rental of Egilshay has only slightly increased, but no money 
has been expended on it, and no improvements have been made whatso­
ever. As to the hdl pasture I have spoken about, the rents have been 
raised and quadrupled, and this is the way that has been done. I think 
they have as much right to my common as I have to their clothes; the 
land is mine, and their coats and hats are their's, and I cannot see how 
they can claim the pasture. It never did belong to them; it belonged 
to the various proprietors in Rousay, and there was a division, and each 
got his share. With regard to alleged needless evictions, I may refer to 
Westness and Quendale. I forget how many families there were, but 
the rental of Quendale was £ 8 0 a year. When the families removed, 
my uncle built other houses for them, and gave them other places; to 
all those who would take land, he gave land on the easy terms I have 
mentioned. Some remained and some went away, and now I get for 
Quendale and Westness £600 a year. Formerly it would not grow 
turnips, and now it turns out fine crops. I don't know what Westness 
is compared with Quendale, but the two together are £600. But a great 
deal of money has been laid out on these places; on Westness there have 
been a good many thousand pounds laid out. On Westness and Quen­
dale there have been expended £3676 in dyking, building, and draining. 

24965. Sir Kenneth Mackenzie.—On land which was formerly rented 
at £80 Ì—I cannot say exactly, but I know it was something like that. 
I have my book here and I daresay I could find out. 

24966. The marches are the same of the land you are talking about? 
—Yes, but I am not quite certain of the amount. Westness and 
Quendale consisted of various farms in those days, but there has been a 
wonderful change made now. The rent of Quendale alone was £73, 
apart from Westness. 
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21907. What is Quendale alone ?—There were eighteen crofts in the ORKNEY. 
year 1841—that was before my time—and the rental was £73 . I know __ 
there is an extraordinary difference now. Another year Quendale was - - I R ™ - 1 -
£76. But as I 6aid before, they were not needless evictions. The General 
people complained that they could not pay their rent, and used to suffer [Burroughs. 
from the blast of the sea. They had a great many complaints, too, about 
their crops, and to do them good my uncle buQt cottages for aU who 
would take them, and the cottagers now are about the most comfortable 
people in all Rousay. There is also an immense increase in the price of 
cattle. Forty years ago you could buy an animal for £3 , and a sheep 
for 2s. 6d.; and now you wLU get £3 for a sheep, and £18, £25, and 
£ 3 0 for a beast; and the land has increased likewise. About the Mears 
evictions I know nothing : it was before my time. With regard to the 
case of Hammer of which Mrs Inkster spoke, the reason they were put 
out of the croft was this—her husband would not pay his school rates, 
and when the schoolmaster went to him he was assaulted. The case 
came before the Sheriff. Inkster was a man who could not take care of 
the farm, and I proposed to reduce him to be a labourer. I left him his 
house, and merely took away his land and put it into another farm which 
I had built a steading, which had turned out too big for the extent of the 
land. I did not wish to be hard upon Inkster, and told him to remain 
in his present house, and as soon as I saw an opening I would put him 
into it, as I have done with several others on the estate. They talk 
about things not being as they ought to be in a Christian country. 
Well, I am afraid they are not ; it would be better if they were more 
Christian. They want fair rent, security of tenure, and hiH pasture 
restored. Well I know that, and I should very much like to have a fair 
rent. My wife and I go to Edinburgh every year, and we think we are 
highly rented, I should like to have a judicial rent fixed, and when we axe 
placed to have fixity of tenure. Why should it not apply to houses if it is 
to apply to land Ì and why not have judicial prices for coats, and hats, and 
trousers, and every other garment—and beef and mutton and everything. 
Everything has its market price. I t is further said in this paper— 
' oppression wdl make a wise man mad.' This applies to a case from 
Hammer too. Two farmers' wives quarreUed, and one threw some dirty 
water over the other. The case was brought before the Sheriff, and there 
has been ill-feeling between the parties ever since. Both have 
partizans, and one of them has been having partizans assisting him, and 
that is how the charge came about of destroying a plough and robbing 
him of his sheep. Mr M'Callum says the Egilshay people are a great 
deal better off than those of Rousay. I should like you to see an 
Egilshay person, and I think you would say the Rousay people are as 
good. I can show you a specimen of a Rousay man—will you stand up, 
Mr Reid ? 

24968. Sheriff Nicolson.—Who is he 1—The inspector of poor.—James 
Grieve. He is not a Rousay man.—General Burroughs. Mr M'Callum 
said the people are fond of remaining at home. I suppose it is so, but 
I don't know any family in Great Britain who are all at home. I know 
my brother is on the northinost frontier of China; I have sisters in 
England and one in China; indeed I don't know any family who are all 
together. As to the diminution of boats at the herring fishing, that is 
because I have been discouraging the men from being both farmers and 
fisherman, and I think they find farming more profitable. I am glad to 
think some of them think I am a model to proprietors; yet they have 
abused me a great deal. With regard to the old belief that the commonty 
belonged to the people, I have already explained that it no more 
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ORKNEY, belonged to them, than their coats and hats belong to me. As to the 
sanitary state of their houses and the proximity of the byres, my wife and 

KIRKWALL. I have been doing our very best to get them to make their houses clean 
and nicer. My wife gives prizes every year for the cleanest and best 

Bairoushfl cottage. We had a drill instructor there, and I put him into one of the 
worst houses in the place. This man in a short time whitewashed the 
house and made it a perfect Irijou cottage, and had creepers up the walls. 
After he left it the old occupant came back, and it soon got into a slough-
of-despond state again. Some people cannot keep their places clean. I t 
is also said the inspector of the poor has not the confidence of the people. 
I am chairman of the Parochial Board and I think him a hard-working, 
trustworthy man, and I think the respectables have the same opinion of 
him. The memorial I consider is a direct indictment against me. It says 
the law permits me to oppress. I never did so, and I don't know how 
they are oppressed. They are not slaves; they are not obliged to live 
here; and if they don't like the place they can go away. Whenever they 
think they can improve themselves they don't remain in Rousay. When 
I ask about any young man who has gone away, they say, - Oh, he has 
gone away to improve himself.' 

24969. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—May there not be a reason why the 
people go away to better themselves 1—To better themselves, no doubt of 
it, and I am glad to see it. 

24970. Supposing you gave them encouragement at home 1—I do so to 
the best of my ability. You see what I have expended on public works; 
they have gone on ever since I have been on the estate. There is not a 
single man who need have nothing to do. I borrowed £10,000 and 
spent the half of it, and the rest is my own money. When I was away 
every man got one-third of his rental back for improvements, and I found 
that did not answer, for I saw dykes were commenced and never finished, 
and the money was expended in an unsatisfactory way. I said then, • all 
improvements now I will do myself.' I said I would do it myself and 
make a rent charge. I have always had professional valuators to value 
every farm before it is let, and I always let under their valuation. They 
say I don't listen to their complaints ; I don't remember a single case in 
which I did not, and my factor can tell you the same. I always visit 
their houses myself and act as I think right and proper. The question 
was asked, 'Does the extension of the arable land account for the desertion 
of the fishing 1' I believe it does. There is a great extent of arable land 
now, and the farmers farm better than they did. The Rev. Mr M'Callum has 
only been three years in Rousay. I t has been said the houses are over-
populated, and are in disrepair; and reference was made to box-bedsteads. 
Why, in all our castles in former times everybody had box-bedsteads. 
Every box-bedstead is like a separate apartment; and it is so aU over the 
country. It has also been said that no leases are granted of holdings 
under £ 3 0 ; if you look at my statement you will find a great many 
under £30. No, the leases are not stated there, I daresay, but I can tell 
you what they are. 

24971. But you don't state it absolutely 1—Well, there are a great many 
below that rent. To crofters paying under £ 4 or £5 I don't give leases, 
because I desired these people to become labourers who did get emplo}'-
ment about the estate and on the farms. I may say I don't think there 
has been a single case of eviction; whenever a man has been moved he 
has been moved to another place. One gentleman objects to proprietors 
and factors, and he is down on landlords and the land laws. He says 
the houses let in -water. It is almost impossible in Orkney to keep the 
water out My own house was a very expensive one, and it gives me a 
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great deal of trouble to keep the water out of it, in those terriffic gales of ORKNEY, 
wind we have. 

24972. Have you the option of a break in the lease?—No, the tenants -£-KKWAL---
ahvays have the option; I have not. I don't think I have the option of General 
a break in any single case. I gave a man a break at five years and built Burroughs, 
au expensive steading, and now the five years are up and he wants to take 
advantage of the break, and get a reduction of the rent. They say there 
is no inducement to improve, but a rise of rent put upon them. I don't 
think that is so. If you look at my rental and the acreage you will see 
the rental is very low. It is always about 10s. and under, an acre. Some 
of the Flotta cottagers pay £ 1 an acre, but 10s. is the average. Some ' 
pay 3s., 4s., and Is. There is a case mentioned of a man who took the 
roof off his house and put a new roof on. Well, anybody who knows about 
these houses, thatched with heather, know it is necessary to do that every 
year; you always have to do that. My own experience is—and I have 
been a deal through the world—that I know no poor people so well off as 
those in Orkney, in any part of the world I have visited. They are as 
well housed as they have been accustomed t o ; they are well clad, and 
they have only to go to the shore and any man in a very few hours can 
catch as much fish as will keep him and his family a whole week. [To 
James Grieve, who was making signs of dissent] Do you think not ?— 
James Grieve. I t is not true.—General Burrouglis. Well, I think 
they are well enough off.—James Grieve. I object to that altogether.— 
General Burrouglis. I don't know how many fish they will catch in an 
hour, but I know I have seen men taking them out as fast as they could. 
With regard to James Leonard, I may say that he has always charged 4s. 
a day for any mason work he has done for me, but I don't know what he 
charges others. He is also precentor in a church, and he is very well 
paid for what he does.—Mr M'Callum. He has a large family.— 
General Burrouglis. They are growing up, and some are herds and 
some this and that. The peats it is said are convenient, and with regard 
to sea-ware, it is there if they only take the trouble to get it. 

24973. The Chairman.—He said there was no road ?—He has to go 
through a neighbour's land, but he is at liberty to go. 

24974. But is there a regular road ?—There is a regular road down to 
a field on the shore, and he would have to skirt the side of this field.— 
James Grieve. There is no made road.—General Buiroughs. Not 
over this field, but the rest of the way there is.—James Grieve. It is 
only a bog in winter.—General Burroughs. Well, as I said before, if 
you are not satisfied you had better go away. To return to James 
Leonard, I observed that he spoke about his croft being very poor. I 
have hardly ever seen him at work upon his croft, and I drive round that 
way often. As to the story about Mrs Cooper on her deathbed, I can 
say nothing, I don't remember any such thing.—Rev. Mr M'Callum. I 
had it from the lips of the woman herself and also from her daughter.— 
General Burroughs. That is possible, but I don't remember it. 

24975. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—Would you not express an opinion 
now, that if you said it you regret it ?—If I did say it, I am exceedingly 
sorry for i t ; but both I and my wife were very kind to the old woman 
and did everything we could for her. I wanted to give her land to her 
son and to let her remain. But she and her son quarreUed, and she 
would not hear of the proposal; and I believe she died on bad terms with 
him. If it is true that I said any such thing I am sorry for i t ; but I 
don't believe I said it. They may have twisted something I said to mean 
that, but I did not certainly mean that As to increasing personal 
expenditure, I see Mr Leonard and his family at church, and they are 
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ORKNEY, always dressed in the latest fashion, and I daresay that is where some of 
his funds go. I am told the use of wheaten bread is very much on the 

KIRKWALL, ^crease in Orkney; and a merchant at Kirkwall stated to me that at 
General Lammas fair he turned over in one week £500 , for flowers for ladies 

Burrou"hs. bonnets only, bought for farmer's daughters and domestic servants.— 
James Leonard. I deny that statement. 

24976. The Chairman.—There must be no interruption.—Rev. Mr 
M'Callum. General Burroughs was allowed to interrupt. 

24977. I think it was only fair that he should he allowed to correct 
statements.—Rev. Mr M'Callum. We were interrupted.—General 
Burroughs. There were no roads in Rousay when I arrived there; there 
are now roads round the island. And there was no steamer then, and 
only a post once a week; now we have it daily, and there is a runner 
round the island. We have done aU we could to improve matters. Wo 
have a steamer running regularly between KirkwaU and Rousay. For­
merly there was only one clipper which used to make the journey between 
Leith and Orkney once a week, and now we have three or four steamers, 
which makes a greater demand for produce, and of course, the price of 
land rises. With regard to the croft of Digro, James Leonard was a 
tenant-at-will till 1856, and after that he paid £1 2s. of rent for seven years, 
from 1856, after that it was increased to £ 1 10s. From 1871 to 1878 
he had a lease of it at £3 , and then he became a tenant-at-will and pays 
£4 . He has nine acres of ground. I would refer your Lordship and the 
Commissioners to the exports and imports of Orkney to give you an idea 
of how the country has improved within the last few years. I have not 
been able to make a list of them, but if you see it in any almanack you 
will observe how the traffic has increased, the egg traffic alone is said to 
equal the rental of Orkney. There is no poor assessment in Rousay, I 
have always supported the paupers. That is aU I have to say. 

24978. The Rev. Mr M'Callum expressed a desire to say something. 
I don't encourage interruption in the middle of a statement, especially 
when there appears to be a little excitement; but if Mr M'Callum wants 
to make a short statement or explanation of any sort he may now do it. 
Rev. Mr M'Callum. I don't think I am at all an interrupting party. 
I was myself interrupted in reading my statement, and General Burroughs was 
allowed to speak when our witnesses were examined. General Burroughs 
does not, he says, believe that it is the Rousay people who are complain­
ing. WeU, you have all the people of Rousay here, and they can be 
asked. The only man General Burroughs caUed, was one who did not 
belong to Rousay at all, although he was produced as such. 

24979. We cannot conduct an examination of this kind in the form of 
dialogue between witnesses.—WeU, notwithstanding what General 
Burroughs said, I adhere to the statement I made; and as to the state­
ment about Mr Leonard's family being dressed in the highest fashion. 

24980. Excuse me, but I will ask Mr Leonard about that.—General 
Burroughs referred to a phrase I used, that he was a model to proprietors. 
I did not wish anything to be built upon that contradictory of the 
statements. When I said that, I referred merely to his private capacity, 
and with that we have nothing to do in this inquiry. It has been 
mentioned that there is no poor assessment in Rousay. The reason of 
that is that the tenants pay aU the road money according to bargain, and 
the proprietor pays the poor assessment. 

24981. Now will Mr Leonard be kind enough to say something as 
briefly as possible 1—James Leonard. I have little to say, except this, 
that if my family go in the first fashion, it is not I who provide 
it, it is their own fees. My young children are not dressed in Paris 
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fashion; in fact, they are not dressed at al l; and I know several in ORKNEY. 
Rou.say who cannot go to a place of worship for want of clothes. 

2-1982. You have stated that your grown-up children, if they appear in KIRKWALL. 
the fashion, do so by their own industry; you have now made your ^ , 
explanation.— General Burroiujlts. My factor is here if you would like to Burroughs, 
hear him. 

21983. If you will now allow us, we wiU put a few questions to you. 
24984. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—You have made your statement, but 

I wish to ask you two or three questions illustrative of what you have 
stated. I suppose it is a fact, which does not admit of doubt, that the 
rental of the estate has risen very considerably?—It is. 

24985. And you justify that, if it is necessary to justify it, I presume 
upon the large expenditure?—I do. I t is not all going into my pocket 

24986. You justify it to a great extent by the large expenditure laid 
out?—Yes, and also by the increase, and the value of everything—more 
frequent communication with other places, a larger demand for our 
produce, and the advancing prosperity of the county. 

24987. I see that the total expenditure upon your estate is £37 ,000 ; 
but I think a very large proportion of that was laid out upon houses. I 
think I am safe in striking off £17,000 for things the tenants had no 
connection with, leaving £2O,OOO?—Yes, which has aU been expended 
upon the estate. 

24988. But you may expend money upon an estate without benefiting 
the people, except so far as labour is concerned ?—Yes. 

24989. And if I strike off the £17,000, I leave it £20,000, or only 
£500 a year over forty years ?—That is a good deal, I think. 

24990. Do you think the rental in these circumstances has not unduly 
increased ?—I am sure of it. 

24991. I wish you would explain a little more fuUy what you mean 
by the expression that when you miss some smart young man off the 
island you are generally told he has gone to better himself ?—I under­
stand that they have got situations in the south, as they generaUy do. 

24992. But are you not aware that there is a very considerable clinging 
to their native island on the part of these people .—I dare say; but my 
own family is, and I don't know any faruily that is not scattered through­
out the world. 

24993. Rousay is not such a paradise that people would not like to 
leave it?—Yes, but it was left to me and I have resided there since. 

24994. Do the large farms occupy in arable land and pasture a con­
siderable portion of your estate ?—The largest farm, Westness, is about 
two hundred or three hundred acres arable, and about one thousand five 
hundred to two thousand pasture. 

24995. What is the acreage of the whole estate ?—About twelve 
thousand acres. Rousay and Viera. 

24996. And one tenant has two thousand acres in pasture?—Say two 
thousand in round numbers. 

24997. Are the tenants of these large farms natives of Rousay or 
Orkney, or strangers that have come in?—The only one who is not a 
native is the tenant of Westness; he was my manager formerly. All the 
others are natives. 

24998. Are they people who at one time had been in a much smaUer 
way ?—Yes. 

24999. And to that extent there is progress?—There is decided pro­
gress being made. The only man who is not progressing much is the 
tenant of Leviskail; the others have. He has progressed too, but not to 
any extent. 
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OF.KNEY. 25OOO. Can you give any reason why the delegates have come here to-
day ?—I think they have got wrong ideas. They want a great deal. 

KIRKWALL, -j-j^y w a n t ^ g o ^ j think, like the Irish and get judicial rents and 
General fixity of tenure and all that sort of thing. 

Burroughs. 25OO1. But why should they come from Rousay more than from else­
where. No one came from South Ronaldshay ?—That I cannot explain, 
unless they thought I was away. I have been in Germany and have 
only suddenly come back. 

25002. Are you prepared to say these people have no cause of 
complaint ?—I don't believe they have any cause of complaint; that is my 
firm conviction. 

25003. The clergyman was asked a question about there being no 
sanitary officer, and he seemed to be unaware ?—I am head of the 
Parochial Board, and Mr Reid, the inspector of poor, is the sanitary officer. 

25004. Has he ever made any report to the board?—Wre try to do 
what we can about cleaning the houses, but it is uphill work. Some of 
them wont do it. He has often spoken to some of them, and so have I. 

25005. You have stated in regard to the removals which took place in 
your great-uncle's time that the people were provided for; can you really 
say it was for their benefit that they were removed ?—I think it has 
decidedly been for their benefit. 

25006. And for the benefit of the estate also?—Certainly for the 
benefit of the estate too. 

25007. You seem to have the idea that there is a great deal of money 
in the banks here; are there many of your smaller tenants who have 
money in the bank ?—I don't know, but I know there are several cases 
which have been brought incidentally to my notice. I happened to be in 
Edinburgh, and met a lawyer there, who told me he had a large farm in 
Sanday to let. I said, 'Yes, it is a very big farm.' He said, 'There is 
1 a tenant of yours applying for it,' and I said, ' N o tenant of mine could 
' give £1200 a year of rent.' The man referred to gave me a small rent 
and had difficulty in paying it. If you had met him on the street you 
would have offered him a shilling—he was generally out at the elbows; 
but this lawyer told me he had £7000 in the bank, and he wished to 
know from me what sort of man he was. 

25008. What was his rent ?—I cannot tell you what it was then. He 
paid at one time £36 and then £52, 10s., and he nows pays £73 a year. 

25009. Wras that in consequence of the knowledge you got of his cir­
cumstances?—No, it was just a general rise. It is the third lease. 1 
have spent £225 in improvements upon his farm, and it is only a fair 
return for the money I have been expending. 

25010. You give that as an illustration ?—That is one. Another case 
was that of a man Avhose son became a minister. I called upon him and 
congratulated him, and the son said, ' Will you allow my aged parents to 
' remain in their house V I said I never wished to disturb old people, 
and I did not disturb them. I said they might remain there for the rest 
of their days. I thought them poor people, and they only paid £ 1 of 
rent. But one of them came to me afterwards, and asked me as a J. P. 
to sign a document transferring £200 or £300 from one speculation to 
another. 

25011. That was a person paying under £ 3 0 ?—He paid only £ 1 ; and 
I suspect there were several others who had money in the same way. 

25012. Sir Kenneth Mackenzie.—You mentioned that Inkster, who was 
removed from Hammer, coidd get on quite weU: what means had he of 
living? Was he fit to labour?—No, he was a very weak man, and I 
don't think they would ever have made anything of the farm. 
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25013. How would he have got on without the farm?—He would have ORKNEY, 
come on the poors' roll, and I would have helped him. 

25014. But Mrs Inkster's complaint was that she could get no poor -vir'KWALL-
relief ?—Well, I was not here at the time, the inspector of poor can General 
answer that I t was while I was away in Germany that she applied. Burroughs 
But I understand the reason was that her husband required to produce a 
certificate from the medical officer. 

25015. You looked forward to him coming on the board: he was not 
fit to cultivate a farm ?—I don't think he was. And he was a trouble­
some sort of man, and objected to pay his school rates; and when the 
teacher went to him Inkster assaulted him. George Leonard, Triblo, said 
he had heard from others that his farm was to be swallowed up in a larger 
farm. I t has long been my wish to have a proper farm there, but I wish 
to leave the people in their houses and make them labourers. 

25016. You did not teU them that ?—They knew my plans. I had the 
land surveyed by professional men, and that is what they recommended 
as the best thing for the estate and for the people too. 

25017. If they knew your wish to dispossess them, that is perhaps what 
accounts for their dissatisfaction?—Perhaps so. They all want to be 
masters and not servants, and that is impossible. 

25018. Mr MacCallum said you wrote asking him to interfere with 
some of the tenants at Hammer, and procure a cessation of the outrages, 
and that he replied that threats should not be applied to one party but to 
both sides: I did not understand what the sides were ?—The case was 
this: Mrs Inkster, wife of the farmer at Innister, had to pass the door of 
Hammer to go to the shop, and it appears that one of the young people 
from Hammer or Breakon threw a pail of dirty water over Mrs Inkster, 
and it led to a law plea before the Sheriff, and there has been ill-feeling 
between the parties ever since. Some sided with Mrs Inkster and some 
with the people of Breakon. Then Inkster's farm was enlarged, and I 
built him a steading, and some of the people did not seem to approve of 
it 

25019. Mr MacCallum thought the origin of the dispute was due to 
the enlargement of the farm ?—That may have had something to do with 
i t I squared the farm and built a steading, and then he found the land 
he had was not large enough to fill the steading with stock, and as I 
always intended to throw this bit of Hammer into the farm, I did so 
then. 

25020. Mr MacCallum brought this matter up in answer to a query of 
mine as to whether he had made a representation to you about that cose 
of oppression, and he mentioned that he had made this representation 1— 
Perfectly so : I wrote to him about it, and said that as they belonged to 
his congregation he might try to make peace between them. 

25021. And Mr MacCallum made a representation to you?—Yes, I 
think he did, and said that it required two to make a quarrel. I thought 
myself the Hammer people were more to blame than the Inkstcrs. 

25022. That is the only case in which Mr MacCallum made a repre­
sentation to you that there was oppression?—Rev. Mr MacCallum. I 
can mention another, and I wish to do so.—General Burroughs. I 
should like to hear it. 

25023. The Chairman.—I have no objection.— Rev. Mr MacCaHum. 
There was a case at White Meadows where a father and mother died, 
leaving their family destitute. The eldest daughter happened to be in 
my house, and met General Burroughs there ; and I think I spoke to him 
of her case, and he undertook to look into it. She was left alone, a girl 
of twenty-two, in charge of a young family niunbering seven or eight. I 
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i >]; KNEY. spoke to General Burroughs in favour of this young person, to make some-
arrangement with the family, and I heard afterwards that my interfering 

IVIKKWALL. ^ ^na£ effect had given him considerable offence; and it was really no 
General encouragement to me to make representations when I knew they would 

Burroughs, not be listened to. — General Burroughs. I t is quite a mistake.—Rev. 
Mr MacCallum. And with regard to the people who made the disturb-, 
ance at Hammer, I wish to say that the worst of the two did not belong 
to my congregation. Is this to be the only opportunity I am to have ? 

25024. I must judge of what opportunity you wLU have to speak; in 
the meantime the examination must go on. 

25025. Professor Mackinnon.—What was the rental of the estate in 
1S41 ?—I think about £1000 or £1100 , but I am not quite sure. 

25O2G. Has there been a purchase of land since then ?—Yes. I pur­
chased about £3000 worth of land from Lord Zetland after that date. 

25027. How much would the rental of what you purchased be in 
1841 ?—I cannot say. I t was purchased from Lord Zetland in 1854, and 
in those days the rent was paid in kind, and it is difficult to say what the 
rent was. In 1853 I think the rental of the estate, before the purchase 
from Lord Zetland, was £1067 ; in 1854 the rental was £1269. 

25028. The new and old together?—I expect that includes everything. 
25029. My reason for asking is to test the accuracy of the people who 

said the rental had been increased threefold. I find from the valuation 
roll that the gross rental now is £3256, of Rousay only ?—Yes. 

25030. WiU Viera be under Rousay in the valuation roll?—It is about 
£300 I think. 

25031. So that the statement of the people is not very wide of the 
truth. George Leonard, Triblo, stated, I think, that about thirty years 
ago the rent he was charged wa8 either thirty shillings or £2?—£2, 2s. 

25032. Upon a fourteen years' lease; and after that he paid £ 4 ?—£5 
it is in my book. 

25033. And then he stated he paid £6 ?—Yes. 
25034. Can you tell what amount of expenditure was made upon that 

croft ?—I don't think anything was spent upon Triblo. He had twenty 
acres. Yes, I find there has been expended upon Triblo £ 1 1 , 17s. 4d. 

25035. Do you know what it was expended upon—buildings or drain­
ing ?—Draining, I expect It may have been buildings, I can hardly say. 

25036. He now holds as tenant-at-wiH, and his complaint is that he 
has no security against removal ?—I find that in 1857 he got in buddings 
and draining £2, Is. 3d. ; in 1858, £ 2 (that is his whole rent); 1859, 
£2 , 14s. 9d.; 1860, £ 1 , 13s. 2d. ; 1861, 14s. 6d.; 1862, £ 1 , 6s. 8d. ; 
1863, £ 1 , 6s. 8d. ;—altogether, £ 1 1 , 17s. 

25037. .And now his rent is £6 ?—Yes, and he has twenty acres of 
land. 

25038. The expenditure was not two rents altogether?—No. 
25039. That is out of all proportion to what has been expended over 

the rest of the estate ?—It is. 
25040. And his main complaint is that now, after all he has done for 

the croft, he has no security whatever that he will not be turned away 
without compensation ?—But there is no word of turning him away; and 
he has been so long there that I should say he has nearly recouped him­
self for all he has done. 

25041. He says he heard you were to turn him away?—I never heard 
about it. 

25042. This is Triblo Ì--Well, I was wanting to add his croft to a 
farm; but he has not spent any money on buildings. 

25043. Who spant the money?—I think it is his own house, one 
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which costs very little to build. It is heather thatched, and the stones ORKNEY. 
are mine. I don't know whether he got the couples. But I have never 
turned away a man unjustly. I have always, if he had good claims, paid K--iKW--L--
thcm. I have never had any grumbling; I don't wish to oppress the General 
people. Burroughs. 

25044. Do you consider he would have a claim if he were turned away 
now ?—I don't know. I would inquire, and if I found he had just claims 
I would justly pay them. 

25045. Don't you think there must be some mistake—you were talking 
of what your tenant was to take in Sanday ? The highest rent we found 
in Sanday was £250?—Stronsay not Sanday. The name of the farm was 
Housebay. 

25046. You say that you inquire into every case upon its merits when 
objection is made that the rent is too dear; but one of the witnesses said 
that though his place was dearer than it is—and he says it is too dear 
now—yet he would take it?—That, of course, is his own doing; I cannot 
make him take it. 

25047. Does that not show a state of feeling in the place that the 
people really wiH remain in the houses they build themselves at what 
would be considered a commercial loss ?—I don't believe there is any com­
mercial loss about it. After twenty-one years one is supposed to have 
recouped one's self for what he has done. I t was not begun by me ; it 
was commenced by Mr Garth of Brimsgarth. I knew very little about 
land when I came here ; I knew more about soldiering. 

250-18. You don't think the statement of that man represents the real 
feeling in the place ?—It may be in his place, but I don't think it is 
general throughout Rousay at all 

25049. Do you think if they had a greater sense of security they would 
improve more ?—What can they have unless they wish to rob us of our 
land? 

25050. But you give leases to large farms ?—Always. 
25051. And this man has no lease?—He has had leases. 
25052. But not now ?—No, but he has never done anything during his 

lease, or very little. 
25053. Is not, at all events, the rent increased threefold?—It has, 

because cattle and everything has risen in price. 
25054. Do you think it would be a fair thing to increase the rent 

in proportion to the increase in the price of cattle ?—I am not farmer 
enough to say, it was an increase in the price of produce generaUy. 

25055. Don't you think the increase in the keep of the beast should 
come in a little ?—Perhaps it should, but that is very little. 

25056. Don't you think it takes twice or three times as much to 
keep one of these big beasts for which they get three times the money, 
as it did to keep one of the small beasts they used to have before ?—I 
cannot answer that question; there are plenty of farmers here who 
can tell you. 

25057. Is it not the case that there is an increase in the expenditure 
of the population in the country generally ; and should that not be 
taken into consideration ?—Everything must be taken into consideration, 
of course. 

25058. And not merely that if a two-year-old realises three times 
more, the rent of the croft should be trebled. Surely that would not be 
the way to make a valuation ?—I don't think that 20 acres of land at £6 
is an excessive rent. 

25059. He keeps one cow, one calf, one stirk, and perhaps, a two-
year-old to take the place of an old cow; do you think £ 6 is not 
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ORKNEY, sufficient rent to pay for that stock 1—I cannot answer these questions ; 
but I am guided by those who do know. My factor will answer that. 

KIRKWALL, 25O6O. Upon an expenditure of £11—that is aU the assistance this 
General nmn got—he has increased the place in value from £2 to £6, and he 

Burroughs, has now no security that he can keep it in order to get the rest out of 
i t; but he is quite ready to pay even more rent, rather than leave it, 
and he fears being sent away without compensation?—There is no 
immediate talk of his being sent away. 

25061. It has been talked of ?—But it has not been done. 
25062. But he might be sent off any day?—And as long as the 

property, is mine I think it right to be. I would be turned out of a 
house in town in a day if I did not pay the rent. 

25063. Don't you think there is a little difference between the town 
and a country place—that in towns there are thousands of houses to 
go to, and that the law of supply and demand will operate there ?—He 
can go to a town or to the colonies. 

25064. This man shows that the law of supply and demand does 
not operate, because he prefers to remain even at a higher rent?—He 
can do as he pleases and it is a free country. 

25065. The Cliairman.—In consolidating land for the purpose of 
forming larger farms and improving the agriculture of the country you 
have had occasion to take away land from small tenants ?—In some 
cases. 

25066. Has it been your invariable practice, always to endeavour 
to find some other place on the property in which you could place 
these tenants ?—It has been my invariable practice. 

25067. Have you in any case, in conducting that operation, evicted a 
small tenant altogether without providing for him in any form on the 
estate?—I cannot remember a case. There was a man had the farm 
where I built an enlarged steading, and after that was done, I had it 
valued and asked him to pay the rent. He refused, and another man 
offered for it, and I gave it to him. The old tenant then told me he 
was going to the colonies, but he has been living on and on with 
James Leonard at Digro, always with the intention of going to the 
colonies. 

25068. What was the rental of the holding from which he was 
removed?—In 1856 it was £45 a year, and it gradually was increased 
until it came up to £100. 

25069. That is not a holding of the description to which my question 
applied. You don't remember any case in which you evicted a small 
tenant for the purpose of consolidating his land with a larger holding 
leaving him on the world ?—I cannot remember a case of that sort. 

25070. You say that on your estate, a system has prevailed under 
which small patches of waste land was given to improving tenants on a 
twenty-one years' lease with three breaks; that was introduced before 
you became proprietor ?—Yes, I believe so. 

25071. But you have adhered to that ?—I have. 
25072. You approve of that?—I do. 
25073. Do you find at an earlier period when people entered upon 

the arrangement with a full knowledge of what they had to stake, that 
it gave them satisfaction—that they were glad to get the land on these 
terms ?—They seemed to me very glad. 

25074. Suppose you made an offer on the same conditions now, do 
you think you would find people to accept it Ì—There are not many 
places I could offer now. 

25075. Is there not much of the old common pasture?—I don't think 
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there is any land I could do it on now; I hardly think it can be done ORKNEY, 
any further. ^ 

25076. Do you find in the case of small holdings, accidentally vacant KIRKWALL. 
by death or voluntary departure, that there is considerable competition G . 
for them ?—I have always found it so hitherto. Burroughs. 

25077. When you have a small holding available by voluntary or 
accidental vacation, do you let it to the highest bidder at the market 
value, or do you select U tenant you wish to oblige ?—I always select a 
man. 

25078. Do you offer it to him at a valuation ?—When I have any 
vacancy of that sort, I have a great many applications, and I generally 
select the man I think best, not always the highest bidder. I look to 
see who the man is and ascertain all about him, and I take the best 
man for the place. 

25079. Do you believe at this moment, that if all your small tenancies 
were at your disposal, that you could let them in the market at a much 
higher rent than you receive?—I am perfectly certain I would get a 
great deal more for the estate, if it was squared off in larger and better 
farms. 

25080. But supposing your smaU holdings were now vacant, could 
you let them as they are at an advanced rent ?—I believe I could, but 
my factor could give a more certain answer to that than I can. I don't 
think a single farm on my estate is over-rented; it has always been my 
endeavour that it should not be so. 

25081. You have spoken as if the relations between landlords and 
tenants, and between the landlords and the poor class of labouring 
tenants were to be, or might be regulated by the ordinary conditions of 
supply and demand such as exists in town; do you not admit that 
there are considerations of kindness and liberality and moral duty, on 
the part of a proprietor towards the small class of tenantry, which may 
lead him to govern his estate on different principles ?—Most certainly, 
and I think my wife and I have endeavoured to be on the most friendly 
and kindly terms with all, and I thought until to-day that we were so. 

25082. So that you fully admit that you have duties on your estate ? 
—Most certainly, and I have endeavoured to do them. 

25083. You state that valuators have been invited from other parts 
of the country to estimate the value of portions of the estate; were 
these valuators employed to estimate the small holdings as weU as the 
larger farms ?—I think nearly every one of them. I have the valuation 
here. Everything has been valued. 

25084. From what part of the country did these valuators come ?— 
Generally, from some other island in Orkney. In one case, I had as 
valuator the gentleman who is now factor to Sir WiUiam Gordon 
Cumming of Altyre. 

25085. In getting these valuations, what class of persons have you 
engaged? Have they been persons in the position of factors?—Factors 
as a rule, sometimes lawyers. 

25086. Don't you think that factors and lawyers are sometimes 
more identified with the feelings and interests of the proprietors than 
the tenants ?—I find in most cases they generally have a leaning towards 
the tenant. I have always found it so. Judging by the value I put on 
myself, I generally find there is a leaning towards the tenant. 

25087. You find that although your valuators belong to the class of 
factors, their leaning has been towards the tenants ?—Yes. 

25088. And when you have seen their valuations which you believe 
to be favourable to the tenant, have you invariably let the holding for 
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ORKNEY, a lower rental than that put upon it ?—I won't say invariably ; generally 
at the valuation, or below i t ; certainly never above it. I have 

KIRKWALL, endeavoured most carefully to do my duty. 
General 25089. You stated that the value of crops had risen very much, and 

Burroughs, that animals were sold for three times the price at which they were 
formerly, and that such an increase might alone justify an increase of 
rental ?—I did not quite say that. I say they generally have increased, 
it is the general prosperity of the country I refer to, all produce has 
been rising. 

25090. And therefore rental should rise too ?—It rises of itself, the 
people give larger offers and so it goes on. It has its money value like 
everything else, land. 

25091. But in the case of the value of general produce rising, do you 
think it equitable that the whole benefit of the rise should go to the pro­
prietor, or that it should be shared between the proprietor and the tenant' 
in some proportion ?—I think in proportion between the proprietor and 
the tenant. My own experience is, that the tenants can very weU take 
care of themselves ; in fact, instead of making Acts of Parliament to 
protect tenants, it would be much more to the point to make Acts of 
Parliament to protect landlords. 

25092. But the rental of your estate has been very nearly trebled ?— 
Yes, nominally, but it does not go into my pocket. There is a great 
difference between the gross rental, and what goes into my pocket. 

25093. In expending money on buildings and improvements on the 
larger farms, have you generaUy employed local labour ?—I think 
almost without exception, except in the case of my own house. In 
erecting farm steadings and other buildings, I have always employed 
the local labour of the island. 

25094. Sheriff Nicolson.—The arrangement between the tenants and 
you as to poor rates is that you pay the poor rates and they pay the 
road money ?—I pay my share as occupier of the rates, and I havo 
said whatever balance there was. I have paid £400 odds more than I 
have received. My factor has been road inspector, and the money has 
aU been paid in to Mm, and I have paid £142, 19s. 10d., more than I 
have received for the roads. I also built a pier at a cost of £615, 
entirely out of my own pocket, and the people avail themselves of it. 

25095. Is there as much spent upon the poor as upon the roads ?— 
There is about £100 spent upon the poor. 

25096. At what rate do you pay paupers per quarter?—The rate 
varies; but the inspector is here and can say.—Mr Reid, inspector of 
poor. The highest rate is about £ 4 a year—General Burroughs. They 
get houses, of course. 

25097. Is it possible for them to live upon that ?—They have always 
done so; I fancy with the help of the tenants too, there being no 
assessment. 

25098. You are naturally of opinion that there is no good cause for 
complaint among your people ?—I was quite surprised to hear it. 

25099. And that only those who have appeared here to-day are the 
representatives of that feeling ?—I believe if you ask anybody, they 
will have grievances. 

25100. Are you aware, that there was a meeting on your property 
last Saturday which was largely attended?—I heard there was a 
meeting. 

25101. Would you be surprised to hear, that there were people there 
from the whole district, miles round ; that it was a large meeting, and 
that it is as the representatives of that meeting, these men are here 



MinutesofEvidcv.ee. 1583 

to-day ?—I know some tried to get in, and were turned out.—Rev. Mr 
MacCallum. These were not crofters. General Burroughs.—I am told 
there were others there who were not crofters. I am not aware you are 
a crofter. Rev. Air MacCallum.—I am a crofter. 

25102. You have indicated, that if that spirit is among the people, 
you would rather be glad to get rid of them ?—Decidedly; I want a 
contented people round me. 

25103. Even if the land were to become void of inhabitants, 
except the farmers and four-footed animals ?—I should be sorry if that 
were so. I thought I was on the best of terms with the people, and I 
should think the case you state is impossible. 

ALEXANDER WILSON, West Puldrite, Rendall (40)—examined. 

See Appendix A, LV.) 

25104. The Chairman.—You have a personal grievance to state?— 
Yes. 

25105. Will you make your statement?—I was born and brought up 
in the Linehouse in the parish of Walls, and I was there only two years 
when my house was set to another person and I was turned out after I 
had put about £200 of improvements on a piece of common on the 
ground. I asked the laird for compensation, but got no answer. 

25106. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh:—Who was the laird?—Mr Heddle. 
I had to leave there and there was nothing done, and I came away to 
Rendall and got a small place there, and I am staying there now. 

25107. Is that the grievance you had?—Yes. 
25108. Had you any lease or any promise that you would get value 

for your buddings ?—None. Of course I had a promise from the factor 
but he was not long there; he was turned out too. I put up a new 
house and the laird was to spend the one-half and I the other. Of course 
he charged me interest for his one-half, and I paid the other. He charged 
five per cent, and he turned me out after I put £30 on the house. 

25109. How many years were you paying rent?—I am not rightly sure. 
First when I commenced to work on the croft I made my living by fish­
ing, and when I was not fishing I worked on land, and as soon as I got a 
cow's keep there was thirty shillings put upon me. I went to the factor 
about it and he said he would put no more rent on in his time ; but his 
time, poor man, was not long. The old house was not worth this, and I 
went to the laird and he consented to do one-half in erecting a new house. 
I had to go to work as a cottar for little or no wages or to bind myself 
down as a slave, or else walk. 

25110. What was the amount of the last rent you paid?—About 
fifty shillings. 

25111. Do you know what the person who got your place is paying? 
—I don't know. It was a widow woman who was put into it, with a lot 
of small children, and of course she was supported off the board. 

25112. Has she got the croft you had?—-She was not long in i t ; she 
died a year after. 

25113. What is the present occupant paying?—It is the orphans who 
are in it just now. I don't know what they pay. I think about fifteen 
crofts were made into a big farm, and I think my rent was to be £ 1 , and 
I was to get a shilling a day for working. 

25114. What was the name of the place upon Mr Heddle's estate?— 
Linehouse. 

25115. Tiie Chairman.—I understand you to say you expended some 
money on improvements of the ground ?—Of course I did. 

ORKNEY 

KlRKWAT.L. 

General 
Burroughs. 

Alexander 
Wilson. 
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ORKNEY. 25116. How much money?—I think about £200. I think the pro-
perty is valued at £175, and I took it in from the hill when it was 

KniKWALL. w o r t h n o thing. 

Alexander 25117. WTien you say you expended £175, do you include the value 
Wilson. of your own labour ?—Yes. 

25118. I t is a calculation of the day's labour you put upon it?—Yes. 
25119. How much do you think you expended in money?—I was 

always expending; but what I did was value for that money I think. 
25120. Did you build the house?—Yes. 
25121. \Yhat money did you spend in wages or in purchases?—The 

house cost mo £ 5 0 and I got £20 from the laird. The house was erected 
at a cost of £30 to me. 

25122. You actuaUy paid out £30 in money?—Yes. 
25123. For the purchase of what?—For the building of the houses. 
25124. The purchase of windows and doors and so on?—Yes. 
25125. WThat did the proprietor do? did he pay for the roof?—He 

paid for the roof and slate and putting it on. 
25126. And you paid for the walls?—Yes and the other work. 
25127. And when you left you got no compensation?—None what­

ever. 
25128. You left the £ 3 0 there behind you?—-Yes; and I put up a 

new byre two or three years before that, which cost me £10 . 
25129. How long did you keep the.place after this expenditure?—I 

was only about two years in the new house. 
25130. Why did you not ask for some written acknowledgement from 

the proprietor before you did that ?—I did not think it was of much use ; 
I thought he would not give i t ; there were no leases of small places 
given. 

25131. But you hoped to be allowed to remain?—I did. 
25132. Did you give any cause of offence by your conduct in any way ? 

—None that I know of. Of course, there were causes of offence, but I 
think my case was good. If there was any offence there was a Sheriff 
Court here which could decide the matter. 

25133. What was the nature of the complaint made against you?—It 
was concerning my neighbours. 

25134. Do you wish to state what the nature of the complaint was ? 
I don't want you to incriminate yourself ?—I can state plenty of truth, 
but it would be hard to prove the case. 

JOHN BROWN, Farmer, Kelton, St Ola (54)—examined. 

John Brown. 25135. TJie Cliairrnan.—Wrhat is your rent ?—£15, 16s. 
25136. Have you a statement to make?—Yes. The first statement 

I have to make is concerning the sea-weed. We are much aggrieved as 
to the sea-weed. The second grievance is the mode of out-warning; and 
the next is the custom of letting farms. We think all houses should be 
built by the landlord—that is a grievance by some. We also want 
compensation for drainage and dykes that may be made upon the farm 
before removaL These are all the grievances. 

25137. What is the nature of the complaint about sea-weed; are you 
obliged to pay for it?—We cannot get it, and the claims we endeavour to 
raise about it are that it is a beach where we have a public road leading 
right down to i t ; and yet there are proprietors who consider that although 
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we go down without trespassing to get the sea-weed, we cannot take it. ORKNEY. 
We have more spots than one of that description. 

25138. You think you ought to be allowed to take the seaweed from --------'«"•*•-.-.. 
the shore of your farm?—It is where the public road leads us to it with- j j -7~ 
out trespassing. That is what we confidently think. 

25139. The shore does not border upon your holding?—Not by any 
means. 

25140. You think that because there is a public road which leads to 
the shore you should be allowed to lift the sea-weed ?—Yes. 

25141. But suppose all the people in the island wanted to lift it at the 
same place, there would not be enough for everybody ?—But they are 
not that whatever. 

25142. But does anybody want to get it besides yourself?—Everybody 
wants to get it and we want everybody to get a chance if he has got the 
ability. On a public beach such as we think it is—where our public 
road which we are paying for leads down without trespassing. 

25143. But would you propose to divide it so that everybody might 
have a fair chance ?—Just let him who is most active take what he can 
get with peace. 

25144. First come first served ?—Yes. 
25145. But the strongest man and the richest man might get it, and 

the poorest man and the weakest man might never get any ?—It would 
be better if that were the case than that these small crofters who are 
much the better of it should want it, and it should He on the beach for 
no use ; we must buy it before we can get any. 

25146. Whom do you pay to ?—I have never paid any, but I might pay 
to the proprietor above who seems to claim the beach. 

25147. Does the proprietor sell it ?—He will if he can get the chance. 
25148. Do you know anybody who has paid for it?—I don't know 

anybody that ever exactly volunteered to pay much; but I think there 
have been some items paid too. 

25149. "What is the mode of out-warning of which you complain ? Is 
it the short notice ?—Yes ; it is only forty days, which is a great disad­
vantage to a tenant, and is no very helpful thing at aU to any proprietor. 
It is a very disputable matter I should think. 

25150. What is it that you complain of about the custom of letting 
farms ?—I am not very clear about that. I don't find much fault with it 
myself at all• I was merely asked to make that statement, and I have 
done i t The only way I think they would like to come to is that they 
would not like a farm put up to auction. 

25151. That there should be a preference given to the sitting tenant? 
—There might be that in some cases ; but I don't think that is what they 
exactly mean either. 

25152. What do they mean?—I think their meaning is that they 
would have maybe two men to make the proprietor or factor acquainted 
with the value of the place and then put it into the market, and even 
although he was to get more than the value, that he would not go so 
much above it as in some cases he does. 

25153. Do you mean that they think the value of the farm ought to 
be settled by arbitration?—Yes, or something like that, giving the 
proprietor to know what the value is if he does not know it himself. 

25154. They wish to instruct the proprietor?—Yes. 
25155. And the houses are to be built by the landlord ; you think that 

would be a good thing ?—Where it is necessary that houses are required. 
I t should be, I think, looked into whether they are necessary or not, and 
if it is arranged that houses are going to be built it should be upon a 
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ORKNEY, limited scale, and not according as the tenant likes, n e might do too 
much; he might make a house where there was no requirement. But 

KIRKWALL. •£ j t jg limited, in that case then the tenant should, I think, do all the 
John Brown, cartage work and any such thing. But they would wish that the money 

expenditure on that house was off the proprietor, or that he should assist 
them in some way or other. 

25156. That the proprietor should do the mason work and the skiUed 
labour, and that the tenant should help with carting the raw materials ? 
•—They think so ; it is maybe something like the general feeling among 
the poor crofters that they are not able to build many houses themselves. 

25157. How ought the compensation for improvements to be ascer­
tained ?—There are dykes and drainage. The dyke would be valued if 
the tenant put it up, but he would not be aUowed to get compensation 
for it unless it was a necessary requirement. But if it was a necessary 
requirement, both parties should have a little influence in getting it done, 
and the tenant should get compensation according to the value of tha 
dyke; and drains much upon the same principle I should think. 

25158. Do the tenants build many such dykes?—Yes, they do. 
These last few years I have not known, in. the district where I am, 
much of that ; but I have seen a good deal of it. 

25159. Do the tenants put up many wire fences now?—Yes. 
25160. Is that more the fashion than it was?—Yes. 
25161. Which is preferable?—I would prefer the dyke by far. 
25162. Is there anything else you wish to state?—There are some few 

tenants, sniaU crofters out from Scapa, who wish to complain with regard 
to being too sore rented, and that even that was not done by auction. 
When a farm is put into the market, we consider it is not put into 
auction. 

25163. Do the poor people sometimes out-bid each other?—That is 
not so prevalent with the crofters; the large farmers are much that way. 

25164. But the crofters don't do each other any harm?—It is not so 
much the case with them so far as we know. 

25165. Are you contented with your own croft and your own position? 
—Quite so. 

25166. I understand everything you have said, except about the sea­
weed.—WeU, that is the most important thing of the whole lot. If 
your Lordship would allow me, I would turn out a little brighter on this 
matter. There is a sort of mystical thing in this matter. We don't 
know whether the title-deeds carry him clean out in reference to this 
shore, and he wont tell us, but he will go and threaten us, and so on. 
He will teU us that he will put us in the hands of so and so, and you 
will know who that is. Then we come down for a pickle sand and we 
cannot get i t ; we must pay so much for it. A man able to go and take 
ten or a hundred loads will get it as he pays for it, but we cannot get i t ; 
and this is on the same public beach, and it is all substances that the 
sea removes back and forward, and at the public road which we pay for 
making and keeping up. That road leads right down to the beach, free 
of aU trespass. 

25167. Could not you and some of your neighbours agree with each 
other to go and take some sand and sea-weed, and they would interdict 
you; and you might raise a suit which you could have decided by a 
court of law ?—Yes, but there are not so many of us as are able to meet 
these interdicts. 

25168. You could not afford it?—Not by any means. I t would take 
fifty or sixty of us to manage that, and it might be ten or a dozen of 
years before we could gather it up. 
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25169. Could not you ask some of the friends of the crofters to help ORKNEY. 
you ?—1 would have some knowledge given us exactly about these title-
deeds, or give us the liberty of the free beach that the public road leads KIRKWALL. 
us to. I would beg very sincerely that that matter be investigated by j w ^ L -
the Royal Commission before us. I hope they will make that a matter 
of investigation. 

25170. Mr Cameron.—Did you ever take a legal opinion about i t?— 
I don't think I ever did, but I know those who have done it, 

25171. That would not cost so much as an interdict?—It costs a 
shilling. 

25172. But amongst aU the crofters you could raise a shilling?—Yes, 
You might pay a shilling about what is your own; and if it is not your 
own, I would almost say I would find fault with the law on that account, 
because I don't think it is right to give a man a right in his title-deeds to 
take anything on which the sea washes. If a large stick comes down 
upon this man's property, it belongs to the Government, and the Govern­
ment belongs to the sea-weed as well. 

25173. The Chairman.—It is not what is attached to the stones, buu 
drift sea-weed to which you refer?—Yes. Before I claim it to be mine, 
it is dashed about and laid upon the margin of the sea-beach. 

25174. But would you gather the drift sea-weed and leave what was 
growing on the rocks alone ?—I would have no wish to touch what is 
fixed, just what is loose, and the sand is loose as well It may be here 
to-day and away to-morrow. We get a certain kind of weather and 
could take it without harming any other man. I would wish the 
Commission understood me. There are others as aggrieved at it as I am, 
and I would wish you to understand it that it is of double value to us 
crofters two miles from the sea, more than to those hving at the face of 
it, and even there, if it was going to be free to aU, they would have a 
better chance of it, as they are near it. 

25175. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—Who is the person you are com­
plaining of, who does not allow you to take the sea-weed and sand ?— 
There are several places, and I think it is prevalent through Orkney. 

26576. Sheriff Nicolson.—Are you here to-day representing a number 
of other crofters, or are you only for yourself ?—I am a delegate for St Ola. 

25177. You were chosen at a public meeting?—Yes. 
25178. Where was the meeting held?—In the Old Court Room down 

here. 
25179. Were there many people at it?—A good many—about a score. 

I don't think there was much occasion for a great many, because I don't 
think there are many grievances about here, except what I have stated. 
It is of very little value at all. 

25180. Were there any crofters there?—Yes. 
25181. How many?—I could not easily say. I should say maybe 

nine or ten ; but it may be more or less. 
25182. The matter of the beach is your principal grievance?—That is 

my one. 
25183. And the forty days out-warning and want of compensation for 

drains and dykes are the other chief grievances ?—Well they don't affect 
me much, but still I was asked to mention them. With regard to 
out-warning, I think I would state that I think it should not be later 
than the month of March previous; forty days gives the farmer a 
very bad chance, and it is a thing that is of very little benefit at all 
to proprietors. It is as easy, when he is to dismiss a man, to teU him 
in March as forty days before the term ; but of course when the law is 
that way, he is quite right to take advantage of it. 
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ORKNEY. B E N J A M I N SWANSON , Factor for D r Traill, Nor th Ronaldshay, and 
Ground Officer, Sanday (37).—Examined. 

KIRKWALL. 

Benkmin 25184. The Chairman.— D o you come here spontaneously to make a 
Swanson. statement, or are you a delegate 1—I am no t a delegate. I come here in 

consequence of some statements made in Sanday by Mr Muir in connec­
t ion wi th the property with which I am connected. The statement I would 
l ike to make with regard to that , is that Mr Muir was no t appo inted a 
delegate, for the No r th Ronaldshay men never asked h im to speak for 
them. I t was spontaneous evidence on his p a r t ; and besides he knows 
no th ing about the island and his evidence is worth nothing. I do not 
believe he ever had his foot upon it. H e made some statements about 
D r TraiU's management. H e said tha t bu t for the tyranny of the 
proprietor he believed the people would have been across from North 
Ronaldshay. Now tha t is very far from being true. I t is well known 
D r Traill is a lenient proprietor, the people have made no complaint to 
D r Traill or me, and I believe they are living as happily as any people 
in Orkney or out of it, Mr Muir made a statement about D r Traill 
prevent ing the people start ing fishcuring. Now the two lads who tried 
to start the business had no means of their own, and it is quite t rue that 
they did bring a boat's cargo of salt, perhaps six or seven t o n s ; bu t they 
did so without asking D r Traill any liberty for the use of the store or 
use of the ground to d ry fish. D r TraLT d id no t prevent them ; h e 
actually give them the use of the store, but said he did not th ink it 
would be a benefit for them or the people to start the business. He 
asked them a day or two after what they were to do and they said— 
1 Wel l , Sir, we have given u p t h e idea.' ' W e do not t h i n k i t will do 
' us any good ;' and they sold the salt in Nor th Ronaldshay. Mr Muir 
said they sold part of it in Kirkwall , but tha t is not true, they sold it all 
on the spot. 

25185. W a s it bought by a fishcurer i n the island?—There is no fish-
curer in the island. The people cure their own fish and get a larger price 
t han they would get if there was a curer there. They would only get 
the price of green fish from a curer, whereas they get the full maker 's 
value as i t is. 

25186. I understood you to say tha t these lads did not ask D r Traill 
for leave to use the shore; I thought it was in the power of everybody 
engaged in fishing to use the shore?—I t is the store. Neither did they 
make any provision for making a curing station on the island. They did 
not ask anyth ing about that, 

25187. I understood you also to say they had not asked for leave for 
the use of the shore for drying the fish ?—Well, of course the fish must 
b e dried above h igh water mark, and they did no t ask l iberty to dry 
them there. 

25188. I thought the law allowed fishermen to do t h a t ? — I do not 
th ink s o ; they must pay rent for it I should think. 

25189. B u t if the shore is not enclosed and cultivated, have not 
fishermen under an Act of Parl iament got a right to dry their fish on the 
shore ?—I do not th ink so ; I am not aware of it. I do not th ink they 
have any right to erect a fishcuring station without asking the liberty of 
t h e proprietor and paying rent for it. 

25190 . The procurator fiscal says the fishermen have the right to do 
it, b u t not the fishcurers Ì—Possibly tha t is it. 

25191 . But these men might have been fishermen as well as fishcurers ? 
— t h e y were not fishermen, and D r Traill told them he did not believe i t 
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would do themselves or the people good. He was just afraid they would ORKNEY. 
very likely put up a store along with it—a grocery place—to supply the „ —"~ 
fishermen. He was afraid the people would not be well served, because kiRK\\ALL. 
the men who proposed to start the thing had no means, and he was afraid Benjamin 
the thing might partake a good deal of the truck sj'stem if it went on. Swanson. 

25192. Dr Traill wishes everybody to be free to catch and dry fish 
and not fall into the power of the curers ?—That was his wish particu­
larly. He spoke to me afterwards and asked if I thought it would be a 
good thing to start a fishing station in North Ronaldshay, and I said it 
might, but only if a good man could be got But the people have no 
disadvantage by curing their own fish, but rather an advantage, because 
they get the prices of dry marketable fish, whereas in selling to the 
curers, they would only get the price of green fish. 

2.5193. Is there a shopkeeper in the island who is able to sell them all 
they want?—Yes, and besides they go to Kirkwall regularly in the 
summer time, and they have communication with Sanday once a week 
and want for nothing in that way. I saw some of them on Saturday 
myself and they were astonished atMuir's statement. I believe he tried 
to create an agitation and get some to come over, and they were astonished 
that he should talk of Dr Traill being tyrannical, because they said he 
was always very kind to them. Dr Traill goes about amongst them 
regularly when lie is in the island. It was the statement about Dr Traill 
particularly that I wished to contradict, because I know it will hurt the 
people's feelings. 

25194. Mr Cameron.—Have you any other statement you wish to 
make about the estate ?—I do not think so. 

25195. Is the land occupied by large farmers or smaU farmers?—By 
small farmers except some land the proprietor holds in his own hands. 

25196. Within what range do rents extend?—£2 to £39, 10s., none 
above that. 

25197. Have we had any other witnesses or delegates from North 
Ronaldshay before us ?—;None. 

25198. Have these tenants got all their land enclosed within fences, 
or have they any hill pasture or common grazing ?—They have some 
common grazing which is enclosed, but their lands otherwise are pretty 
open; in fact there is rather too much enclosed. There are some 
patches which would have been better left open. 

25199. Is there none of their land taken away to create sheep farms? 
—None. There has not been any change on the estate for a long time. 

25200. Are there any other proprietors in North Ronaldshay besides 
Dr Traill %—None. 

25201. Are the rates and taxes as high as in some other parts of 
Orkney 1—We have no road tax. The other taxes are the same as in Cross 
and Burness, Sanday. The poor rate and school rate amount to about 
Is. 2d. The tenants' share of the poor rate is about 7|d. and of the school 
rate about 6£d. These are all the local taxes the tenants pay. Mr Muir 
also mentioned about the houses being bad. They do not look very well 
on the outside, but they are very comfortable inside. 

25202. Who is Mr Muir ?—He is a merchant in Sanday who knows 
nothing, I believe, about North Ronaldshay. He never was in the island 
to my knowledge. 

25203. Has he any dealings with the people specially ?—He does deal 
with the people; in fact he is doing more harm there than any person I 
know. He sends goods across there, and employs a man who travels over 
the island selling them. 

25204. How c'oes he do harm by that ?—He must have that profit and 
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ORKNEY, the man must have his, and before the goods get to the people they will 
likely have to pay more for them than if they were to go and buy else-

KIRKWALL. w j l f i r a Besides he is bringing the goods to the people's door, and 
Benjamin encouraging them to buy things they could do very weU without. 
Swanson. 25205. You think he was not only not appointed delegate, but that 

he has never been in the island ?—I don't believe he ever was in the 
island. He made a statement which was very unwarrantable, and he had 
no knowledge of the place. 

25206. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—Were you present at Sanday the other 
day ?—Yes. 

25207. Did you hear Mr Muir make this statement?—Yes. 
25208. Why did you not contradict him ?—1 had no opportunity. 
25209. You are a volunteer here ?—Yes ; I spoke on Friday to be 

allowed to come here to-day. 
25210. Why did you not on that day ask to be allowed to contradict 

the statement ?—I asked to be aUowed, but I wanted simply to suit the 
Commissioners' convenience. 

25211. The Chairman.—Mr Swanson did offer ; I remember quite well. 
25212. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—You were quite prepared to contradict 

everything which was said ?—Yes. 
25213. Were you prepared to make the same charges in Mr Muir's 

presence as you have done in his absence ?—Yes, only I went to North 
Ronaldshay on Saturday, and I am in a better position to-day to speak on 
some points than I was then. 

25214. Where do you live ?—Sanday. 
25215. How often do you go to North Ronaldshay?—In the summer 

time perhaps once a month. In winter I am not so often there. 
25216. You do not think it would be an advantage to the island or to 

the people to develop its industries by having a curing establishment ?— 
If we could get a good man ; it would depend upon that ; Dr TraiU has 
no objections if he got a curer who was a good man. By a good man I 
mean a judicious man, a man of means who could carry it on and pay the 
people ready money for their fish. The people who attempted to start 
business had no means and they told me on Saturday that they were 
very glad now that Dr Traill spoke to them. Dr Traill did not prevent 
them doing it, but they were glad that they had not carried it on. 

25217. Don't you think they must have thought seriously about the 
matter when they brought salt aU the way from Kirkwall ?—They knew 
the expense was very little, and I have no doubt they made a profit off 
the salt. The salt was required in the island and they would make the 
freight out of it. Besides it could not have been more than six or seven 
tons which they brought. 

25218. Are merchants prevented from opening places of business in the 
island ?—No there are plenty of merchants in this island; too many for 
their own good. 

25219. You said you saw some of the people of North Ronaldshay ?— 
I did. 

25220. "Would it not have been more satisfactory if you had brought 
some of them here to-day ?—It might, but I did not ask them. If they 
had any grievance they would have spoken to me about it previous to 
now, or they might have spoken to Dr TrailL 

25221. Have you been long a factor?—Since 1876. 
25222. I suppose you know the island and aU its capacities and capa­

bilities ?—Yes. 
25223. You are perfectly satisfied with the state of it ?—Yes, but I, 

would like if it were improved. 
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25224. What is wrong with it?—There are a good many things Ave ORKNEY, 
would like. I would like to see the people all work better; but they r JITT. 
devote part of their time to farming, and part to fishing, and do not 
work both to advantage. Benjamin 

25225. The real state of matters is that the landlord has a grievance Swanson. 
rather than the people ?—Yes, he is not coming forward with grievances, 
but he has more occasion to give evidence in that way than the people. 
Die people seem to be very happy indeed, if they were let alone. 

25226. Sir Kenneth Mackenzie.—It was stated that the people in 
North Ronaldshay had elected the Free Church minister as delegate, but 
he had gone abroad, and he asked Mr Muir to represent him ?—Yes. 

25227. Mr Muir said Mr Grant promised to send a written state­
ment, which he did not do.—I do not believe Mr Grant asked Mr 
Muir. Mr Muir said he was not asked to represent the people, but that 
Mr Grant said he was to send a written statement which he, Muir, had 
not got. 

25228. Was there a meeting in North Ronaldshay appointing Mr 
Grant ?—No. There was a meeting in Sanday, at which Mr Grant waa 
appointed a delegate, but I never heard that he had accepted the office. 
I never heard anything more about it until Friday last before the Com­
missioners in Sanday. 

25229. Were the people of North Ronaldshay at that meeting ?—None 
of them. 

25230. So Mr Grant had no commission any more than Mr Muir?— 
No, it was at a meeting of crofters in Sanday, that he was proposed as a 
delegate. 

25231. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—Of what place is Mr Grant minister? 
—He was then minister of North Ronaldshay, but he has now gone to 
Australia. 

25232. Has he left for good I—Yes. 
25233. The Chairman.—You said it was the landlord rather than the 

tenants who had cause of complaint in North Ronaldshay, can you tell me 
when the rental of North Ronaldshay was increased ?—Not in my time, 
nor yet for a good whHe before, I think. 

25234. Tak n ; a period of thirty years?—Well, I am not aware that 
it has been raised in that time. 

25235. Have you any large farms upon the island at all ?—There have 
been none since I remember. 

25236. I t remains in its old condition ?—It remains in the condition 
in which it was a long time ago. 

25237. Have you seen the old rental books and accounts of the pro­
perty ?—No. 

25238. But you have heard people speak about the matter ; have you 
ever heard any tradition of rents having been increased ?—No, I am not 
aware of it. "Very likely they have been increased, but it must have 
been a long time ago. I suppose they have increased there as well as 
elsewhere, but it is a great number of years since there was any rise. 

25239. Is it the custom to give any waste land on improving leases to 
the tenants?—The tenants in North Ronaldshay do not want leases. 
They have so much faith in the proprietor, that they do not want leases. 
He is quite willing to give them leases if they want them. 

25240. Do they ever build houses themselves?—It is a long time since 
they built houses, but they keep them in repair. 

25241. Does the proprietor ever rebuild nouses ?—He gives assistance 
occasionally. 

25242. What are the houses like ? Have they the fires on the floor?— 
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ORKNEY. No they have chimneys; if they only had slate roofs they would look 
very respectable indeed. 

KIRKWALL. 25243. Have they two rooms now, generally ?—All of them, and some 
Benjamin more. They have wooden partitions, and some have wooden floors and a 
Swanson. coomceiled place above. They look better inside than out. 

25244. Are the small holdings subdivided, or do the young people go 
away to other places ?—The young people stop too much on the land, but 
we prevent subdividing as much as possible. It is not allowed, but they 
sometimes stay against the proprietor's wish. If Dr Traill was a tyrant 
they would not be allowed to stay, but they depend a good deal on the 
fishing—some of the smaller holdings—and on the kelp-working. 

JOHN CAMPBELL MELLIS, Sheriff-Substitute of Orkney (38)—examined. 

John Camp- 25245. Tlie Chairman,—"We have asked you to come here for a 
e l s ' moment in consequence of the statement made by a delegate named John 

Brown, crofter, Kelton. He complained that on a certain shore which 
was accessable by the public road, the people were not allowed to gather 
drift sea-ware and sand at their own discretion. He thought that a great 
hardship : what is the law on that subject ?—I always understood the law 
to be that they are not entitled to take sand except by permission of the 
adjoining proprietor. As to drift sea-ware, I should say what comes on 
the shore is considered the proprietor's, but whether they ever interfere 
with it, I do not know, but I should say it belonged to the proprietor in 
the first instance—either the Crown or the propietor of the adjoining 
land. 

25246. Sea-ware, drift and fixed, belongs to the proprietor of the 
shore ?—I understood so. 

25247. And has the Crown no claim? I mean does the proprietor 
have the right in common law, or is it in virtue of a charter from the 
Crown ?—Sea-ware I should say is usually included in the titles of the 
riparian proprietor, but apart from that, I should fancy the right would 
remain with the Crown. 

25248. Is that growing sea-ware or the drift ?—I am not aware of any 
distinction as to the right of parties. 

25249. Sir Kenneth Mackenzie.—Mr Brown compared it to jetsom?—--
Lots of wood are regulated by statute—by the shipping statutes—and 
wood is to be taken possession of by the receiver of wreck, for behalf of 
whomsoever it belongs to, if the owners are known, or if it is not known 
who the owners are it belongs to the Crown, and it is sold for its behalf. 

25250. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—You would draw a distinction 
between some timber driven ashore and a tree in its native state ?— 
Yes. 

25251. Receivers of wreck have nothing to do with tree timber blown 
ashore—a tree with its roots attached ?—I never turned my attention to 
that point, as to wrho would have the property in a tree. 

25252. Mr Cameron.—With reference to the remarks about the rights 
of the Crown, you are aware, I presume that the right of the Crown to 
the foreshore in Scotland has always been disputed by riparian owners, and 
whenever a strong case has been taken to the law courts, the Crown have 
always been worsted and the riparian proprietor has succeeded?—I 
understood the law to be thus, that when it belongs to either the Crown 
or the proprietor if his titles include it, and whichever it belongs to, it Ì3 
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held for the benefit of the public for public uses, such as passage and ORKNEY, 
traffic and white fishing, and general uses that could be made of it by the ^ 7^~i.rr 
public. But I quite understand that the foreshore belongs, subject to . . 
these public uses, as a rule to the riparian proprietor. John Camp-

25253. But what is meant was that you are aware that the claim of hell MelRs. 
the Crown to the foreshore has been disputed by riparian owners and, 
carried to the highest courts of law, and that where such claims had a 
good title the question between the Crown and the riparian- owners has 
been invariably decided in favour of the riparian owners and against the 
Crown Ì—The onus lies I should say with the proprietor to prove that 
he has a title wherever it is disputed, but at common law I should say 
originally it belonged to the Crown. 

25254. Are you aware that it has always been held by riparian owners 
in Scotland, that there is a difference between Crown rights to the fore­
shore in England and in Scotland ?—I cannot say I am aware particu­
larly of the distinction between the two countries. 

25255. The Chairman.—The witness seemed to be under a sort of 
impression that the fact that roads running along the shore and separat­
ing it from the proprietor's land would deprive the proprietor of a right to 
the shore and make the shore as it were more public property than it 
would otherwise be ?—WeU, I should say the law does not recognise any 
such thing whatever, not in the very slightest, although it might seem a 
natural thing enough to an ordinarily inteUigent, but not educated man. 
I think I must guard myself against giving legal opinions in the county, 
without having some case before me, because it might commit me after­
wards. Might I be allowed to say that one thing has impressed me in 
comparing Orkney with the Western Islands. There is a strong desire 
in the Western Islands to stay at home in the land of their fathers 
which may be laudable or not; but in Orkney, I have been impressed by 
the enterprise of the young fellows in going off and making their way 
in the world. There is no feeling amongst the present generation of 
sticking to the place, they stick to it and keep to their traditions when 
abroad, and look forward to coming back; but they show not the smallest 
instinct to stick to it because they were born there. They began many 
years ago to go abroad, going to Hudson's Bay, and I have no doubt 
most of the people there in the fur trade would be Orcadians, and from that 
time I suppose there is hardly a part of the globe where you will not 
find numbers of Orcadians. I have the honour to be captain of a battery 
of volunteers in Kirkwall, and I find it is almost hopeless trying to keep 
up instruction in drill, just because nearly one-half of the battery are 
new men every year. You can quite see the difference of that from 
a steady lot of men every year. Half the men are new every year, and 
while you may trust to the older men knowing their duties, the younger 
men are not familiar with them, and that is what has drawn my attention 
to the matter. 

[ADJOURNED.] 
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BETTYHILL, SUTHERLAND, TUESDAY, JULY 24, 1883. 
(See Appendix A, LXIV. and LXX.) 

Present:— 

Lord NAPIER AND ETTRICK, K.T., Chairman, 
Sir KENNETH S. MACKENZIE, Bart. 
DONALD CAMERON, Esq. of Lochiel, M.P. 
C. FRASER-MACKINTOSH, Esq. M.P. 
Sheriff NICOLSON, LL.D. 
Professor MACKLNNON, M.A. 

Rev. JAMES CUMMING, Free Church Minister, Melness (62)— 
examined. 

Rev. James 25256. The Chairman.—Have you been elected a delegate by the 
Camming, people of Melness 1—I have. 

25257. Have you a statement to make on behalf of the people1?—Not 
any written statement. 

25258. Would you be so good as to make a verbal statement to begin 
with 1—I have to state on behalf of the people that they complain of the 
smallness of their lots, the uncertainty of tenure, and that they are 
subject to annoyances if they happen to offend any official. 

25259. Smallness of lots, uncertainty of tenure, and petty molestation, 
do you mean 1—Yes. They also complain of lack of harbour accommoda­
tion, which shuts up the district from intercourse with other parts of the 
empire. That is true of the whole coast as well as to the district of 
Melness. The people are so located that in the greater number of 
cases their lots cannot be extended unless two-thirds, or at least one-
third of them were removed so as to make room for the remainder to be 
somewhat comfortable. They are also subject to fines, not by the Sheriff 
or according to the law3 of the empire, but according to estate laws. If 
a man receives a lodger into his house—his son-in-law or hÌ3 daughter-
in law—he is subject to a fine, and that fine in some instances, if not in-
all, gradually finds its way into his rent, and becomes an increase of rent.* 
May I mention a case in illustration 1 There was an elderly man, a 
retired shepherd, many years ago, who built a cottage on one of six or 
seven lots that were laid out for cottars or crofters—somewhere about 
two or three acres of surface. This old man reclaimed about two acres of 
ground, and built a cottage on it. < He lived for some years in that way 
until at last his wife died. He had no family, and he could not manage 
to cultivate the lot himself. But he was permitted by the local agent 
of his Grace to take in a young couple to live with him in one end of his 
house, on condition that they would be kind to the old man. After living 
for some few years in this way, the old man wished to resign his lot and to 
become a pauper. I told him we had too many of these already, and that 
he had better keep on the lot nominally—he paid only a nominal rent— 
and that the people with whom he lived were very kind and dutiful to 
him, and that I would see him clothed myself. By-and-by he became 
blind, enfeebled, and lay in his bed. The people with whom he lived were 
very kind to him continually, and one day happening to call to see the old 
man, I noticed that he was not well provided for the winter, and I told 
my wife to send some cast-off clothes that I had, in order to make the old 
man comfortable. On further inquiry, I found that the person in charge 
of him could not put the clothing on, for reasons so delicate that I can 
scarcely mention them. She said she could not keep him clean, and on 
inquiring the reason she said she had no change of linen for him. I said 
the least thing the Parochial Board could do would be to supplement her 

• See Appendix A, LXIV. 
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when she attended to the old man, and boarded him, and did everything SUTHER-
for him, and that I thought they should supplement her with a change of LAND. 
linen. I wrote to the inspector of poor, informing him how the matter BETTYHILL 
stood. He promptly attended to the matter. Thomas Morrison, the 
husband of the woman who had charge of the old man, not long after Rev. James 
that, happened to meet his Grace's representative at Tongue, who said to Cumming. 
him, ' Why aren't you good to Angus Rankin, the old mau Ì' Morrison 
replied, ' I am as good to him as I can. " How is it that there is a demand 
made on the Parochial Board for relief 1' Morrison answered, • Well, I 
did not make that demand; probably it was some people who saw it was 
fit and proper,' for Morrison's family had increased, and he had enough to 
do to struggle through and make a livelihood for himself and his family. 
Meantime there was no more about it, but in the course of the month of 
March this old man, blind, bed-ridden, and I suppose about ninety years 
of age, was duly and formally summoned by a message from Dornoch out 
of the house.* I made a statement, which I addressed to his Grace the 
Duke of Sutherland on the subject. The reply I got was, that this old 
man had occupied three acres of arable land for a number of years—for a 
long time—and that he was under the charge of the inspector of poor, 
and that his Grace saw no reason to interfere in the matter. I rejoined, 
that should the ground be measured by any competent surveyor, they 
would find there were not two acres of land arable, and that if there were, 
they were the product of the man's own industry or capital; that he was 
not under the charge of the inspector of poor, but was merely getting a 
supplement in order to enable the poor people who were in charge of him to 
get a cup of tea for the old man, and provide a change of bedding. I also 
stated that whoever represented to his Grace that the matter was otherwise 
had made what was an unmitigated misrepresentation. To this rejoinder 
I had no reply; but Thomas Morrison, who was one of many who were 
working at some improvements which were going on in the district, was 
boycotted. He was discharged from the work, and matters stood in that 
way until the term day, when some person told me that the ground officer 
was on his way to turn Thomas Morrison and his wife and five children 
out. I repaired to the place, and happened to meet two or three men 
whom I took to be officers. I told the ground officer to 'go and tell 
' those who sent you here, that the time has gone by when the inhabitants 
' of Sutherland can be turned out of house and home as vermin, and that 
' when Thomas Morrison goes out all his belongings go with him, and they 
' leave nothing to this blind bed-ridden man but the stocks of the bed on 
' which he is lying; and before Morrison goes out he must be provided with 
' a qualified nurse, cooking utensils, fuel, food, and bedding, for Angus 
1 Rankin has nothing in this world he can call his own.' The ground 
officer retired. I don't know whether he delivered my message or not, 
but in the course of that day, or next day, Morrison went to the office at 
Tongue, and he was charged £ 4 — £ 1 for what we call legal expenses, and 
£ 3 for getting the lot, although the nominal rent for it had been paid the 
previous Martinmas. There were two rents demanded and paid the same 
year, and for the same crop. Before I for one would submit to such 
treatment, I would go to the ends of the earth. Thomas Morrison is there 
still. He still pays £ 3 for rent—that is 30s. an acre for that poor land 
which is not worth the half. The old man died in the course of a 
few months afterwards. After the term at which this took place he was 
recorded as a regular pauper. I should have stated, that in my second 
letter to his Grace the Duke of Sutherland, I demanded or challenged 
proof. I asked my statement to be put to the test, but, whether that was 
done, or whether any attempt was made to do it, I never heard. There arc 

* See Appendix A, LX1V. 
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81 THER- other case3 of a similar kind. There was an old man who got one of those 
_ _ ' lots when they were first laid out—pure hill ground at the time. He is 

BETTYHILL n o w *n ahout his seventieth year, and the rent was raised on him from the 
nominal sum he had been previously paying a year before the general rise 

Rev. James was contemplated on this coast His Grace, upon reflection, or from what 
Cumnung. m0tjve I know not, ordered this general rise to be remitted, and after the 

rise was taken it was paid back again, but in the case of the old man to 
whom I refer, George M'Kay,*More, and James Munro—old men between 
seventy and eighty years of age—interest on the capital, labour, and money 
which they had laid out upon the ground had to be paid. These are 
only specimens of what has created a feeling of insecurity, which 
prevents the people from exerting themselves in any case when it Ì3 
possible to do so. I t prevents them from making an effort to improve 
their condition and make themselves more comfortable. The fact is, that 
there is such a spirit of dissatisfaction, and such a sense of insecurity gone 
abroad, that it may become dangerous on the part of the Government, if 
they don't do something to ameliorate the condition of the people. The 
people feel that they have no country; that they have no right. If they 
are known to have a gun, or if they are known to transgress any of what 
are called the byelaws of the estate, there are a dozen ways which cannot 
be formulated, in which their condition is made intolerable, and it is tanta­
mount to punishment to them. There is not a bit of ground which a 
countryman can call his own, or build a bothy on, from the top of 
Kilbreck down to the sands of Naver. And that is a very unhappy 
condition for the whole of the people to be in. There are, so far as I can 
make out, between 7OOO and 8000 people in the Reay country— 
that is the country of Lord Reay or the Mackay country—and all 
that population—I had not an opportunity of very accurately making 
it out—have only somewhere about one-thirteenth part of the Reay 
country allowed to them—-7000 or 8OOO people—and the rest is 
under sheep, under deer, under hare3, under rabbits, and under 
grouse, and other unprofitable occupants of the soil. I think it is time, on 
account of all these things, for some higher power to interfere. We are, in 
fact, under an absolute despotism. It is quite true that the House of 
Dunrobin, in intention at least, is a benevolent house. As a rule, their 
crofters are not rack-rented ; but then the agents of his Grace are his 
hands, his eyes, his ears, and his feet, and in their dealings with people 
they are constantly like a wall of ice between his Grace and his Grace's 
people. And this is not the case in a single instance, or with respect to 
one individual, but it has been the case for the last fifty or sixty years. 
There may be in a locality here and there, and in the case of one 
individual now and again, an exception, but what I have said describes 
the district as a whole. Now our Government is a constitutional one. 
Her Majesty cannot fix a single farthing of rent upon a proprietor of the 
soil, without the consent of the House of Commons ; it must be done by 
Act of Parliament. She cannot advertise any of the estates. 

25260. The Chairman.—Would you allow me to observe, with great 
respect, that if it is possible I would prefer that you should limit your 
observations to practical matters, rather than go into a general address upon 
the subject ?—Well the practical matter is this, that we should have some 
security analagous to occupiers of the soil and subjects—that we should 
have some security analagous to that which proprietors have from the 
Crown, that is the sum and substance of what we want. 

25261. The first complaint you have mentioned is with regard to the 
small lots. Wrould you have the goodness to state how, and at what time 
these small lots were formed ; were the tenants, as a body, moved from 

• See Appendix A, LXIV. 
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some other quarter, and placed in their present holdings which were SUTHER-
mapped out for them Ì—They were. LAND. 

25262. A t what period was that ?—I am not very sure, but it occurred BETTYHIIX. 
generally speaking, between the years 1811 and 1824. 

25263. Was that previous to the purchase of this Reay country by the Rev. James-
Sutherland family, or was it after the purchase1?—I cannot answer that Cumming. 
question, but I think it was much about the same time j the same spirit 
prevailed upon the two sides of the country. 

25264. You don't know whether this population was settled upon these 
lots by the Reay family or the Sutherland family Ì—No, I cannot 
answer that question. 

25265. But the ground was systematically mapped out for them ?—Yes. 
252G6. Are you able to state from tradition or knowledge whether the 

lots then given to the people were better or worse than the lots taken from 
them ?—The people were infinitely worse off on account of the smallness 
of the lots. 

25267. From what part of the country were the people removed ?— 
From the district called Strathmore, I believe; and most of these 
families found a location at Melness. 

25268. Can you say whether those lots which were originally small 
have been since subdivided either by the people themselves or by other 
parties being brought in upon them Ì—At a remote day before my day, 
they were divided, but not during the last forty or fifty years. 

25269. Was the subdivision or diminution of which you speak in 
consequence of the multiplication of the people, and by their own will, or 
were other parties brought in and settled amongst them 1—The latter 
principally. 

25270. What becomes of the natural increase of the population ?— 
They emigrate ; there is a constant stream of emigration from the locality. 

25271. Do you mean that they go to other parts of the estate or other 
parts of the country, or to the colonies 1—All of them. They go south, to 
America, to New Zealand, and to Australia. 

25272. Leaving the lots practically much as they were 1—Very much. 
25273. Is there any manifest improvements going on on the surface of 

the lots ; are the houses improved, and the field cultivation and fences 
improved 1—The lots are so small they are scarcely worth fencing in ; but 
the houses have made a great advance in the direction of being improved, 
especially since this Commission was appointed.* 

25274. There has not been much time to do that 1—It strikes me to 
see so many cottages covered with slate, and wood given, and a great 
variety of privileges freely bestowed, compared with the grudging manner 
in which such things were granted before. 

25275. In the case of the improvement of houses, has the improvement 
been made by the landlord or the tenant, or by co-operation between the 
two ?—The latter. 

25276. On what system is the co-operation conducted ?—I am told his 
Grace gives timber for the roof, and allows the tenant two or three years 
to pay the slates. They pay the slates in instalments; that is the 
ordinary way. 

25277. Are there any leases ever given ?—No, nor asked nor expected. 
25278. What is the form of tenure which the people desire to have; 

what is the form of security which they desire ?—That an independent 
party or parties, such as a land court, or by whatever name it may be 
called, should be intrusted with authority to say whether or not a change 
was desirablo—whether it be called an eviction or dividing of one lot into 
two, or whether it be any other change contemplated; that so long as the 
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STJTHER- occupant ia a loyal subject, and pays his rent, he should not be disturbed 
LAND. without some good moral or social cause; and that another than the 

R ~~~7~ factor should be the judge a3 to whether the change was desirable or not. 
ETTYHILL. 25279. You have not mentioned the sort of petty molestation or 

Rev. James interference in connection with the rules of the estate; what are the 
Cumming. TU\eS 0f the estate of which the people complain 1—That is a mystery to 

me. They are called the Loch laws ; and who executes them or what 
the code is, or to what extent they may be strained or extended or 
contracted, is known only to those who put them in force. 

25280. But one principal feature in them is that children are not allowed 
to settle on the croft or to live in the same house with their parents ; 
that the parent is not allowed to take in another family, however nearly 
connected with himself ì—That is it. That may be graciously allowed if 
the factor is consulted ; if the tenant does it without consulting his 
superiors, he is liable to be puuished by a fine.* 

25281. Considering the nature of the dwellings which now exist, and 
of which you have already spoken, do you think it would be desirable that 
the members of a family in unrestricted numbers should be allowed to 
settle in the same house as their parents ?—I think the very reverse; and 
it is rarely or never done with the view of its being the permanent order of 
things. 

25282. You say that the want of a harbour is felt, not only in your own 
district but all along the coast ?—All along the coast. 

25283. Has any particular spot been designated which might be 
judiciously selected as a harbour?—I have heard sea-going people point 
out Talmin, at Meluess, as the best and fittest place. 

25284. Has that been brought under the consideration of the Duke ?— 
It has, but the factor put his finger on it, and spoiled the whole affair. 
His Grace expended between £-1000 and £7000 on a harbour on the 
Tougue side of the Kyle, at a place called Scullomie. The reason the pier 
was put there is popularly believed to have been the following:—Mr 
Bremner, the engineer at Wick, had finished building the harbour there, 
and had a great deal of plant on band, and the factor that was, wished to 
have the harbour on the Tongue side, and tampered with the engineer so to 
appoint it. The engineer declined, and pointed out Talmin as the best 
place, but the factor told him, « Well, if you do so, I will not advise Mr 
' Loch to purchase your plant for the building of the harbour.' This 
would have been a loss of several hundreds of pounds to the engineer; 
and between that and voting—(Mr Bremner had considerable influence in 
procuring votes at Wick for the member for the Northern Burghs of the 
day)—they agreed to put the harbour at Scullomie, and it has been of no 
service to the world. 

25285. Has it succeeded ?—No. It is described in what a Scullomie 
man said to his Grace on one occasion shortly after it was built. His 
Grace remarked, ' I hope you will find this harbour of great use to you 
and to the whole locality;' and the man, not willing to be too rude, said, 
1 Oh yes, my Lord ; it's very good for catching sillocks.' 

25286. You said a fine is sometimes levied for alleged misconduct on 
the estate-, and that it is levied for a series of years, and at last becomes 
grafted on to the rent, and becomes an increase of rent; can you mention 
any instance ?--There is the case of Hugh Maclean, Dalnafie, West 
Melness. 

25287. What was the nature of his supposed offence ?—His daughter 
married a neighbour's son who was a militiaman, and he lived with his 
i:-her-in-law. He has since then got a lot which became vacant for 
himself, but the increase of rent which was put on, on account of his 
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staying with his father-in-law has been continued down to the present 
date. 

25288. Sir Kenneth Mackenzie.—You said there was no room to extend 
the lots without removing the people 1—That is my opinion. 

25289. Is there land adjoining them to which they could be removed 
—Yes, an indefinite amount; but it is under a large farm. 

25290. I mean land suitable for arable purposes 1—Yes, thousands 
of acres, 

25291. Quite as good as they have got ?—If they would labour it for a 
generation, it would. 

25292. As good as the land they have was, when they entered upon it Ì 
—Yes. There is this difference, that the further one resides from the sea-
coast the snow is apt to lie longer, and to be heavier on the inland portions 
of the county ; but a very large part of the ground, with that abatement, 
is superior to the fringe of the country occupied by the people. 

25293. The centre of the country is occupied now principally by sheep 
farms 1—Almost wholly. 

25294. Could a part of these farms be given to crofters, and the 
remainder be suitable for being worked as a sheep farm 1—I am not sure 
that I see the drift of the question. If you mean that a slice should be 
taken off one of these large farms, and that the remainder would be still 
fitted for breeding sheep, I most certainly think that could be done in 
most cases. A sheep farm requires a certain amount of low ground along 
with the high ground. 

25295. Could you give sufficient low ground to the crofters and leave 
sufficient for wintering the stock of the sheep farm 1—Yes; for the 
crofters would need outrun for their stock as surely as the sheep farmers 
require it. 

25296. One saw in the papers lately a good deal about a harbour or 
pier, which it was resolved to build at Rispond; is that not in your 
parish 1—No, in Durness ; you will get information about that at Kinloch 
Be r vie. 

25297. There is no harbour along this coast 1—No harbour, except the 
one at Scullomie, which is of no use, until one goes I don't know how fur 
round Cape Wrath. There is a jetty or something at Rispond, but it is 
not easily taken. A harbour at Talmin would prove a harbour of refuge 
for any vessel that might be in distress between Cape Wrath and Strathy 
Point. 

25298. Where is Talmin 1—On the west side of the Kyle of Tongue. 
25299. 13 Loch Erriboll not a natural harbour I—It is ; but although it 

is very safe when vessels get in, it is very difficult to sail out. 
25300. What would it cost to make a pier or harbour at Talmin?—I 

cannot give any idea as to that, but it would cost much less to make a 
secure harbour than it cost to make the one at Scullomie. 

25301. Mr Cameron.—What is the average rent of crofters in your 
parish1?—I cannot say; they pay up and down between £ 3 and £4, and 
some possibly may reach close upon £5 . 

25302. They range from £3 to £ 5 ?—Yes, and some of them may be 
less than £ 3 . 

25303. You say your crofts are small; what amount of arable land do 
the crofters hold ì—Probably about 3£ acre3 each. I don't suppose it will 
average 4 acres. 

25304. Can you tell me what stock any individual who pays £ 5 of 
rent keeps ?—A £ 5 crofter would keep a pony and two or sometimes three 
poor hill cows, and perhaps a stirk or two; and he might have a setae of 
sheep, or perhaps sometimes as many as thirty. There have been 
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SUTHER- instances of persons who were very careful of their flocks, and who have 
LAND. n a ( j m o r e sheep than that . W e have a very good outrun at Melness—the 

BETTTHILL. kesfc o u t ; r u n o n t u e w n o - e coast. 
25305. You mentioned before that the crofts were not highly rented 1— 

Rev. James That is my opinion. 
Gumming. 25306. I did not quite understand an answer you gave to Lord Napier. 

W h e r e did you say the people came from who were located in your parish 
subsequent to the general migration tha t took place1?—I am not sure it 
was subsequent to the general migration. 

25307. The Chairman wanted to know how the crofts became 
subdivided, whether it arose from the natural increase of the people, or 
whether they were sent from other places, and you replied both ?—From 
other places. 

25308. Where were the other places ?—On the east side of Loch Hope 
and in the district called S t ra thmore—the district of Fresgell up to Inver-
hope. 

25309. After this emigration of the people took place, how was it that 
t h e y go t more numerous ? After the general migration from these 
places, you stated there was still a subdivision of the crofts at a later 
period ?—If I stated that , it is no t what I intended to state. 

25710. You said that the number of the families at the present moment 
is the same as it was when the general migration took place ?—Very 
much. 

25711. You stated tha t when the heads of families allowed their 
relations to remain in the house, it was not intended tha t tha t should be 
permanent1?—Certainly not , if there be more than one representative. 

25712. You disapprove of t ha t yourself?—Most certainly I do. 
25713. Don ' t you think if it were once aUowed tha t the heads of families 

m i g h t , permit their sons-in-law or daughters-in-law to reside in their 
houses, tha t their occupation of the house might, in spite of themselves, 
become permanent?—I don' t th ink it. The general feeling, so far as I 
know it, is tha t one representative of the old people is all tha t ought to be 
looked forward to as a permanent successor. 

25714. But I mean tha t the rule of the estate, which you say is a 
wrong rule, is established, as I understand it, in order to prevent two 
families occupying one house; if the house is once permitted to be occupied 
by two families, al though only temporarily, might it not become perma­
nent , and therefore the rule is a good one ?—It is a harsh rule, and against 
the laws of nature, and therefore cannot be a good one. 

25715. But you said it would not be good to allow it to become 
pe rmanen t ; I say if it were allowed temporarily, might it not become 
permanent?—I t h ink not. Since 1874 the people are better educated, 
and will emigrate, as they in fact do. 

25316. Do you think it would be easy for the head of a family, after he 
had allowed his son-in-law or daughter-in-law to reside a short period, 
to get rid of them afterwards ?—Sometimes it is. 

25317. Easy or difficult ?—Easy. 
25318. And sometimes it is more difficult?—I don't remember of any 

case within my knowledge. The people themselves instinctively shrink 
from more than one family settling down upon one lot. 

23519. If the rule is one which is for their benefit, and carries out what 
they think right why do they object to it ?—Because it takes them at a 
disadvantage. 

25320 . M r Fraser-Mackintosh.—How long have you been minister at 
Melness ?—For the last twenty-two years. 

25321. W h a t is your parish called ?—Melness and Embo l i . It is partly 
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in the parish of Tongue and part ly in the parish of Durness quoad 
civilia. 

25322. You represent theu the whole of your parish 1—No, the Erriboll 
district. 

25323. Was there a large attendance of the people to send delegates 
here ?—Every one tha t could come out was present, so as to deliberate on 
what was to be done. 

25324. You have made a statement this afternoon ; I presume tha t 
statement represents the real feeling of the people of your parish, and the 
Melness district especially ?—So far as known to me. 

25325. I t represents your own feeling ?—It represents my own, cer­
tainly. 

25326. You have referred to Melness frequently ?—I have ; it is of it I 
principally spoke. 

25327. Is there a large farm called Melness?—There is. 
25328. Have you any idea of the ex tent of it ?—No; my memory is 

somewhat treacherous, but so far as known to me it is between 70 ,000 
and 80 ,000 acres. 

25329. Is that all in possession of one man ?—It is. 
25330 . How many people do you think are upon tha t farm ?—Eleven 

shepherds and a ploughman. 
25331 . You mentioned that in what is called the Reay country, there 

might be a population of 7000 or 8OOO %—I did. 
25332. Are these all together or separate ?—All between Kyle Sku and 

Holstenhill. 
25333. W h e n you spoke about the tenth or thir teenth part of the 

country being given up to the small farmers and to the popidation, did 
you refer to any particular district, or to the county of Sutherland ?—I 
referred to the Reay country between Kyle Sku and Holstenhill along the 
course of the coast on the Sutherland property. 

25334. I s what is called t h e Reay forest in your district ?—It is ; i t is 
in the Reay district. 

25335. D o you know to what ex tent it goes ?—It is very la rge ; I 
cannot give any idea of its ex tent. 

25336. Are there any people living upon it except gamekeepers and 
others ?—Not that I am aware of. There are one or two superannuated 
people—a superannuated shepherd and gamekeeper—liv ing upon it. 

25337. Will it amount to 50 ,000 acres ?—I cannot condescend upon its 
extent. 

25338. Is it of vast ex tent ?—It is; it is a day's journey to go through it. 
25339. W a s the country which is now forest at one t ime inhabited by 

people ?—Parts of it, but I am not locally acquainted so as to point out 
the particular districts. 

25340 . "Was it a forest when the Mackay s had i t ? — I t was a forest from 
time immemorial—at least parts of it. 

25341. You stated that? there has been considerable emigration in your 
time from the country ?—Yes, there is no t a year in which people are not 
emigrating. All the people of spirit and enterprise leave the coun t ry ; 
for everything done in Suther land must be under the eye of the factor 
and in the interest of Dunrobin. I t is the Duke ! the Duke ! the Duke ! 
There is no room for enterprise or any independent sp i r i t ; a man cannot 
trench a rood of ground without asking leave of the ground officer or 
some such official. 

25342. Are the people of Sutherland attached to their country and 
home ?—All Highland people are. 

25343. Suppose they got facilities for taking in some of the lands 
5 l 
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SUTHER- now occupied as forest or large sheep farms, would they be disposed to go 
L A N D - there instead of emigrating %—No doubt about that. 

BE HILL 25344. Do you see any reason why they should not get such 
. " opportunities at home 1—I see many reasons to the contrary—not to 

Rev. James empty our country of its population; it would be suicide. 
Camming. 25345. You made use of the expression ' the Loch laws,' which you 

said the people don't kuow much .about; are these printed Ì—I am not 
aware. I never saw a copy if they are. They are priuted on the people's 
minds, and the people feel them if they cannot understand them. 

25346. I suppose you know the expression that ' the evil that a man 
1 does, lives after him, and the good is oft interred with his boues 1'—I 
don't agree with the last clause. 

25317. Does the former apply in connection with the Loch laws ?—I 
cannot say, as I have not perused the laws—I have not seen them. I only 
know that they produce a feeling of discomfort. 

25348. They are not good laws 1—They are not reckoned good laws, 
and in many instances they are made to neutralise imperial laws. 

25349. You spoke about the importance of a harbour here ; is there 
any fishing population ?—The most of our people are sea-going people. 

25350. And it comes to this, that they are not only scrimped in their 
laud, but are hindered from developing the resources of the sea ?—They 
h ive no opportunity at all. They are a most unhappy people in that 
respect. Everything they export they export at a rate of 5 or 10 or 
15 per cent, of loss, and everything they import they import at an 
equal loss on their side again—that is, it costs that more than in general 
centres and places where there is access to the markets. I don't know any 
part of the British coast that is so ill provided with means of communica­
tion with the world outside as the district between Cape Wrath and 
HolstenhilL 

25351. Supposing larger crofts were given to the people, whereby they 
could reaUy make a living out of them, do you suppose that, with the 
views these people entertain, they would subdivide the crofts 1—I don't 
believe they would. They are quite alive to the pauperising effect of 
subdividing their crofts. 

DONALD MACLEOD, Crofter's son, Achintighalavin, West Strathan 
(53)—examined. 

Donald 25352. Sir Kenneth Mackenzie.—Were you elected to come her® fco-
Macleod. j a y ?_Yes. 

25353. Have you a statement to make on the part of the people of 
West Strathan, Melness Ì—Yes. I t is a statement that affects Melness 
altogether, and it is that our crofts are too limited to support our families. 

25354. You heard Mr Cumming make his statement, does that apply 
to your district 1—Yes, so far as our crofts are concerned. 

25355. Have you anything else to add to Mr Cumming's statement ?— 
I don't think I have anything to add to what he has said regarding crofts, 
insecurity of tenure, and want of harbour accommodation. These are the 
main complaints we have to make. 

25356. Have you anything to say upon any other point?—No, these 
are the points. 

25357. Professor MacTrinnon.—I suppose you quite agree that the 
complaint here is not that the rents are too high, but that the crofts are 
too small 1—Yes, the rents are too high, in this respect, that the crofts 
are too small. If the crofts were of proper size, and the rent in proportion 
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to what it is now, there would not be the same grudge, and there would SUTHER-
not be the same cause for complaint. LAXD. 

25358. That is to say, if you had two or three crofts instead of one, you BETTYHILL. 
would not think that the reut that is paid just now by these two or three 
crofts would be too high Ì—Generally speaking, I would not. Donald 

25359. Mr Gumming said some people keep twenty or thirty sheep ; Macleod. 
is there any rule that settles the number of sheep which each crofter can 
keep Ì—I am not aware that there is. 

25360. Each mau can keep as many sheep as he pleases 1—I don't 
suppose many of them have many sheep. 

25361. What will be about the average number now, taking it off and 
on, that a crofter has of sheep in your place Ì—Perhaps a dozen. 

25362. But he might keep twenty or thirty ?—Very few, if any, have 
that number. 

25363. Do these who have a number of sheep pay a higher rent than 
the others 1—No. 

25364. Don't you think it would be a fair thing that there should be an 
estate regulation which shoidd settle the number of sheep that each 
crofter might keep ?—Yes. I would not say anything against that, only 
onsidering how few they must have, and that the outrun is sufficient for 
,11 the sheep that are on it, no one seems to feel aggrieved. 

25365. Because there is plenty of ground 1—Yes, the outrun is good. 
25366. Why do those who have only nine or ten not have twenty or 

thirty Ì—Because they are very poor. Their crofts do not supply their 
families for six mouths of the year. 

25367. Will that be the reason in all cases 1—The poverty of the 
people certainly is the cause of it. 

25368. You don't remember, of course, when the people came from the 
ins'd i of the country to the sea-shore ?—No. 

25369. But you know well enough how many years ago it was 1—I 
understand it was from the year 1812 to the year 1820 or 1822. 

25370. Do you know the country well enough to travel through the 
places they came from 1—Ye3, I have travelled through them. 

25371. You have gone over the ground often ?—Yes ; not often through 
some of it, but I have been over it all. 

25372. Judging from its appearance to-day, do you think it could easily 
be restored to crofting purposes again Ì—I believe it would not be very 
difficult. The present crofts, on account of being cropped every year 
since that time, say for seventy years or thereabout, fail to yield any­
thing like what they did thirty or forty years ago, and I believe the 
same may be said of the straths in which the sheep were placed at that 
time ; they have failed on account of never being disturbed. 

25373. There is plenty of room in those parts to give large euough 
crofts to the people of Melness 1—Yes. 

25374. The population is not getting larger all over the whole country ? 
—No, not over the whole country. 

25375. Is it getting larger in your place Ì—It must be larger than it 
was~a number of years ago, I think. There is a number of cottars in- the 
place, but I don't know exactly how many. 

25376. How do they live ?—It is hard to say. They are in a great 
measure supported by the crofters. They go round in the harvest time, 
and ask for sheaves of those who may have them. 

25377. The strong men of course go to the fishing ?—Yes. 
25378. Is there any work in the place ?—No. There are a few work­

ing just now at reclaiming land in connection witli some of the crofts. 
His Grace has given them moneyat a certain rate of interest to reclaim land. 
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STJTHER- 25379. Is it being taken advantage of to any extent ?—Yes, wherever 
LAND. t n e people have got it, and their crofts are so situated that land which 

RETTYHILL. c a n ^ e r e c - a i m e - - - s contiguous to them. 
' 25380. Do you look for some additional room being got for the 

Donald crofters by that process 1—Yes, for a few. 
Macleod. 25381. Do you expect it will succeed, and that the new ground will 

provide food for the crofters in a few years 1—Yes. 
25382. The ground is suitable enough if it were reclaimed 1—Yes, if 

thoss holding it were so situated that they could do well towards it in 
liming, and such as that. 

25383. No doubt, the people of Melness think Talmin the best situation 
for the desired harbour of which Mr Cumming spoke, but the people of 
Farr and Strathy think theirs is best ?—No doubt; but they cannot deny 
that Talmin is the best. 

25384. Do you know any other place between Scrabster and Talmin 
where a harbour could be made without any extravagant cost 1—No, I 
don't kaow the coast between Scrabster and Tongue. 

25385. Although Loch Emboli has good anchorage, there is not a 
landing place there]—No. At Talmin there was a prosperous herring 
fishing carried on at one time. 

25386. But the herring have forsaken the Loch 1—I think the fishers 
forsook the herring, because there was no landing place at Talmin. The 
French and Dutch boats and curers from Wick were curing there, but 
there was no proper way of landing. The boats had to be run on the 
sand, and the men had to go waist deep into the water to carry off the fish. 

25387. How do the people on the sea-coast here get their supplies 
and send their produce to market 1—They get their supplies by a smack 
that comes occasionally from William Macdonald & Co., merchants, 
Thurso. The smack comes up and lands her goods at Tongue here—at 
the east side of the Kyle of Tongue—and the people have to take their 
goods across the ferry of Tongue, and cart them home. 

2538S. Is that the only regular communication by sea between Cape 
Wrath and Thurso Ì—The only regular communication, and it is very 
irregular, just when Messrs Macdonald have goods to send. 

25389. There is no steamer calling at any time along the whole shore 1 
—No. 

25390. On the west, is there any steamer calling north of Lochinver ? 
—No, not unless the steamer from Stornoway, which goes to Badcall. I 
am not aware of any other. 

25391. How do you send away the fish which you catch? You fish 
lobsters, do you not 1—-Yes, they are sometimes sent across the country, 
and at other times they are sent to Thurso by the low road, and sometimes 
I believe they are sent by boat. There is a boat run occasionally from 
Melness, and it runs whenever it can make any sort of trade. 

25392. How do you send oattle to the market ?—We never send them 
unless cattle dealers come and purchase them. 

25393. I suppose cattle dealers do come occasionally 1—Yes. 
25394. How do you sell the sheep 1—We sell lambs, but it is a very 

rare thing to sell a sheep. 
25395. Do cattle dealers come and take the lambs away too, or do you 

sell them to the big farmers 1—To cattle dealers—parties from Caithness ; 
it is they who generally buy the lambs. 

25396. You said the people were so poor that they were not able to 
keep the whole stock they were entitled to on their own crofts ; are there 
several crofters at Melness who, if they got the big crofts you want, would 
be able to take them up 1—Not many now, if any. 



Minutes of Evidence. 1G05 

25397. But there are some ?—Yes, but very few. 
25398. How would you propose to deal with them ?—Get the Govern 

ment to assist them at a favourable rate of interest. 
25399. Is that the opinion of the people ?—Yes. 

WILLIAM MACKENZIE, Crofter's Son, Trantlemore, Strath Halladale 
(37), examined. 

(See Appendix A, LXIV.) 

25400. Sheriff Nicolson.—Were you freely elected a delegate ?—Yes. " William 
25401. Was there a number of people present at your election ?—Yes. -MiU--eiiz:o, 

At a public meeting of crofters and cottars held in Dalhalvag School-
house on Wednesday, 4th July 1883, the following resolutions were 
unanimously adopted with the view of laying them before the Royal 
Commission :—' 1st, That the people ask enlarged holdings at fair rents, 
1 and for this purpose pray for the breaking down of large sheep farms. 
' 2nd, That the people ask the Government to give them security in their 
' holdings. 3rd, That compensation for improvements be given to any 
' tenant removing of his own accord.' (Signed) WILLIAM M 'KENZIE, 
secretary and delegate, and by fifty-three crofters, crofters' sons, and 
cottars.-* 

25402. What Ì3 the number of families liviug in the district to which 
you belong ?—Sixty-five. 

25403. How many of these are crofters ?—Fifty-one and fourteen 
cottars. 

25404. Are the crofts much of an average in size?—No, they vary in 
size. 

25405. What do the rents average?—I should say they will average 
about £5 , 10s. 

25406. What is the highest rent you know ?—About £20 , but I am not 
exactly sure. 

25407. And the lowest 1—About £2, 10s. or £2, 6s. 
25408. What stock will a man keep on a £2 , 10s. croft ?—A very small 

stock indeed. He can perhaps keep a cow by buying additional 
provender, and two or three sheep or even half a dozen. 

25409. Are there any of them who live upon the produce of their 
crofts ?—Yes, I believe there are. 

25410. Do the majority of them do so ?—No, a small minority of them 
only. 

25411. How do those whose land is not sufficient to maintain them, 
live ?—They just struggle through the world some way or another. They 
go to work in all quarters of the world, and gather money to support their 
families. 

25412. How do the cottars live?—Some of them are paupers ; others 
live by labouring in different places, and at different kinds of work. 

25413. Is there any work to be had in the neighbourhood?—No, there 
is no public work in the meantime. 

25414. What kind of houses have the crofters generally?—Some of 
them have very good cottages and others very miserable, the worst on the 
estate, I believe. 

25415. Are many of them very poor houses'?—I should say about half 
of the houses are very bad. Are they old houses ?—Yes, I believe they 
have been built by the grandfathers of the present crofters, or perhaps 
at an earlier date. 

25416. Do the people get any encouragement to improve their houses ? 
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—Yes. They get lime from his Grace the Duke of Sutherland, and timber 
for the roof, but nothing else, so far as I am aware. 

25417. Do any of them keep cattle in the same houses with them­
selves ?—Yes, I know instances of cattle going in at the same door, and 
no partition being between the people and the cattle. 

25418. But I suppose there are not many such?—There are two or 
three so far as I can recollect, but only two or three. 

25419. Do you consider the present rents too high1?—No, I don't 
consider the rent per acre too high, but I consider that the holdings are so 
small, that the rent would be far too high, although the men paid in fact 
nothing at all. 

25420. Can you give an estimate of what it is per acre ?—I would say 
about £ 1 , or perhaps a little more for the arable land, and the hill pasture 
besides. 

25421. Have you plenty of hill pasture 1—There is a good deal of hill 
pasture. The fifty-one crofts, I should say, will have about twelve square 
miies of hill pasture, but a great deal of that is worse than useless. It 
would be better under the sea. 

25422. All moor ?—Yes, it is full of bogs and bad pools for drowning 
their sheep. 

25423. Is there any limit to the number of sheep a man may keep ?— 
No, they are not limited; but they are limited in this respect, that a man 
can only keep them by being at great expense. Ths lot I occupy would 
not keep more than two-thirds of my present stock without outside keep. 

25424. Are there any large farms near ?—Yes, both ends of Strath 
ILilladale are occupied by one farmer, Mr Paterson, Bighouse. 

25425. Is your land fenced from his ?—No. 
25426. Does that lead to any disadvantage or injury to your crops?—In 

former times it did, but now the inconvenience is quite inconsiderable. 
25427. You don't want a fence ?—No, I don't hear any complaint with 

regard to that. 
25428. All the crofters have at least one cow, have they not ?—Yes, so 

far as I know. 
25429. Are the cottars able also to keep cows ?—I am not aware of any 

cottar who has a cow in Strath Halladale. 
25430. Have the cottars been long there ?—Yes, some of them, and 

others only a short period—three or four years. 
25431. Where have they come from ?—They are generally natives of 

the place. 
25432. Has the number of crofters in Strath Halladale increased 

within the last twenty or thirty years?—Very slightly. One or two lots 
have been subdivided since that period—one that I am aware of. 

25433. Is subdivision allowed by the laws of the estate ?—No, and it 
is not practised in our locality. 

25434. You are some distance from the sea ?—I should say the nearest 
tenant would be 3£ miles from the sea. 

25435. Then I suppose there are no fishermen among you ?—No. 
25436. Have you plenty of peats ?—Yes, but they are very difficult to 

get. 
25437. Do you keep horses ?—We keep ponies. 
25438. Has every crofter a pony?—No, I believe there is a considerable 

number without them. 
25439. Is your inconvenience with regard to the peats that they are 

fir away?—They are not far away, but Strath Halladale is a deep valley, 
and there are high hills on each side,- and it is very difficult to carry the 
peats over these high rough hills. 
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25440. Do you carry them on horses ?—In carts. 
25441. The women are not obliged to carry them ?—A considerable 

part of the way they are—in the worst parts; they have to carry them 
on their backs. 

25442. Do you use horses in ploughing, or do you dig with a spade 1— 
The horses plough all the crofts, so far as I am aware. 

25443. I suppose the use of the crooked spade has gone out long ago ? 
—Yes. 

25444. How long ago ?—I have never seen it. 
25445. And the women are not employed in harrowing, as they are in 

some of the islands ?—Not now. 
25146. Did they use to be ?—I have seen instances of it, but not 

many. 
25447. Sir Kenneth Mackenzie.—You mention that you want enlarged 

crofts ; the last witness from Melness stated that there would be very few 
people capable of taking such crofts without help—how would that be 
in your district1?— I know I could take one if I could get it at a 
reasonable rent. 

25448. There are fifty-one crofter3—would all those who have small 
crofts be able to take large ones ?—Not all, but I believe a considerable 
number of them would by getting some assistance in the way of building 
houses and so forth. 

25449. Would they require assistance to stock the crofts—I believe 
they would manage to buy it by their credit, and some of them have 
friends who would lend them money and so forth. They would try a 
great many means to stock the ground. 

25450. What do you consider a reasonable-sized croft? What rent 
would it be as rents go?—The land is very bad in the district; it is 
generally overflowed by the river. 

25451. You said you did not think the land over-rented if you had a 
sufficient quantity of i t ; what do you consider would be the rent of a 
fair sized croft ?—I would consider a fair sized croft one of ten acres. 

25452. That would be about £ 1 0 ; would you consider that sufficient 
to keep a man 1—It would be rather small in some cases; it would 
depend on the nature of the land. The land varies a great deal in different 
parts of the Strath. 

25453. How many crofters are there in Strath Halladale paying less 
than £12 a year?—I should say that all pay less than that with one 
exeception. 

25454. There is only one paying £20 of rent ?—Yes. 
25455. And you think the half of these would be able to take proper 

sized crofts ?—I should think they would. 
25456. Mention was made of the Loch laws, which I presume means 

the regulations of the estate; do you know anything about these 
regulations?—No, but the estate of Strath Halladale belonged to the 
Mackays of Bighouse down to 1830, and all the evictions in that quarter 
took place prior to that date. We have nothing bad to say of the houso 
of Sutherland as a community; in fact, the house of Sutherland has 
benefited us. But this has been a small estate before, and the tenants 
had been rack-rented prior to the property coming into the hands of the 
Sutherland family. And besides being rack-rented they had to do a 
great deal of feudal service which his Grace the Duke of Sutherland did 
away with. 

25457. Are you subject to annoyance from the officials on the estate 1 
•—There are cases of that. 

25458. Are there any estate regulations of which you have heard, and 

SUTHER­
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8ÙTHER- of which you don't really know t h e meaning 1—We are ignorant about the 
LAND. regulations, but some of them are rather sharply exercised amongst us. 

BETTYHILL --*<-* - n s t a n c e > a m a n i s banished off the estate for kd l ing grouse. 
25459. Are there any printed ru les?—We never got our hands upon 

William any printed rules. 
Mackenzie. 25460 . But you know if you are found shooting game you have to 

go?—Yes, i t is generally the case.* 
25461. Are there any other rules you complain of?—We would desire 

security against the raising of our rent so tha t we cannot live. 
25462. I mean are there any rules on the estate you complain of, 

besides tha t with reference to the shooting of game ?—It is a rule of the 
estate tha t the officials can fix the rent, and do anything they please, and 
tha t is considered a great grievance b y many of the crofters. 

25463. M r Fraser-Mackintosh.—Is S t ra th Halladale a large district ? 
— I t is about fifteen miles long. 

25464. You say tha t the crofters are in the middle of the glen, and a 
tenant above them, and a tenant below them ?—The same tenant occupies 
both ends. 

25465. Were there many people removed in the time of the Mackays 
of Bighouse ?—A great many. I cannot specify the number, bu t it would 
be considerable. 

25466. What became of them?—Some of them were planted amongst 
those who lived in the place where the crofters are now, and that was the 
occasion of the overcrowding. 

25467. And others had to leave altogether, I presume?—O thers left the 
estate a l together ; some went abroad, and others went to Caithness. 

25468. Do the people you represent, represent the whole of S trath 
Halladale ?—Yes ; I was elected at a public meeting. 

25469. Do you know the rental of the parish of Reay in this county? 
— I should say it was something about £ 3 0 0 0 , or perhaps a little over it. 

25470. How much of tha t does Mr Paterson the large tenant pay?— 
AVell nigh on £ 2 0 0 0 , I understand, including shooting. 

25471 . I suppose the people don' t consider tha t a very fair division, do 
they?—Far from it. 

25472. Have your people been in the place where you are for a long 
t ime ?—My father and grandfather were evicted from S t rathnaver about 
seventy years ago, and planted in S trathhalladalemore, and the lot they 
then got was divided between other two tenants, and my grandfather had 
to labour for a time. 

25473. You have sometimes heard it alleged, have you not, tha t it was 
for the benefit of the people tha t all these great clearances took place 
seventy years ago ?—Yes, bu t it is a great mistake. 

25474. Are the crofters generally now upon the Sutherland estates 
rather poor ?—They are very poor in general. 

25475. And after seventy years experience of these removals, don't you 
think tha t the system of turning them out of these glens, and put t ing 
them down by the sea shore, was a great mistake ?—Yes. 

25476. Mr Gumming stated tha t a good number of people emigrate, 
because they cannot find anything to do here. Is tha t consistent with 
your observation ?—Yes, bu t the people are so poor in our place, that they 
seldom leave t h e country, and t h e population does no t increase much. A 
few emigrants leave every year, bu t very few, the population is about 
300 . 

25477. Does the going away of these emigrants benefit those who 
remain behind ?—In many cases they support those they leave behind. 

25478. Does the emigration of these young men do any good to those 

• See Appendix A, LXIV. 
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that are left behind ?—No further than tha t they support the families at 
home very often, after they leave. 

25479. By sending money ?—Yes, and by helping in various ways. 
25480 . Is i t a common th ing in your par t for a croft to be actually 

vacant, so tha t the neighbours may get it ?—It is never heard of. 
25481. I suppose whatever difficulties there may be in providing 

crofters with bigger crofts, in some places there would be no difficulty in 
providing your people wi th large crofts, because there is a big farm above 
you and below you I—I don't suppose there would be any difficulty. 

25482. You would not require to move many miles'?—No. 
25483. You said tha t the part tha t is occupied by the crofters is not 

very good land in some cases, and is liable to flooding; is the upper part 
of the glen, where the people once were removed from, a sound heal thy 
2-»lace 1—-Yes. 

25484. And if anybody walked up through it to the head they would 
find a great many remains of ruined houses, where the people once lived ? 
— A great many. 

25485. Not now turned over by the plough a t all, bu t lying waste 
under sheep ?—Fast going to waste at any rate. 

25486. The Cltairman.—You stated tha t there were some houses in 
your place in which the entrance was through the byre or cow shed?— 
That is so. 

25487. You also stated tha t there was some, in which there was no 
division between the cow shed and the dwelling rooms?—There is one 1 
know, and I fancy there is another one or two. 

25488. You mean there is no parti t ion between the byre and the 
kitchen ?—None whatever. 

25489. Was that the case long ago in the old Caithness and 
Sutherland houses ?—It was the case in m y first recollection in the 
greater number of houses in S t ra th Halladale. 

25490 . Are those houses tha t still remain in tha t condition, the houses 
of crofters or cottars ?—Crofters' houses. 

25491. Do you know whether any application has been made, in 
connection with those houses, to have new houses built ?—The people 
cannot bui ld them, and therefore don ' t apply. 

25492. But we heard tha t assistance was given to build new houses'?— 
W i t h that assistance they cannot do it. A tenant was removed on that 
account nine years ago from my neighbourhood. 

25493. Why?—Because he would no t build a new house upon the 
croft his father had before h i m ; and there was a good house already 
upon the place. 

25494. Why did they want him to build a new house if there was a 
good one already ?—That is a question I cannot answer, b u t the fact is 
clear, the tenant had to leave the place on account of his not building a 
house. 

25495. You said tha t one of the regulations on the estate was, t ha t 
crofters were removed for ku i ing a grouse. Do you mean tha t in the case 
of a first offence against t h e game laws, or one offence, a crofter would 
be removed with his family from a holding ?—I am aware of one case 
only. There have been other cases, bu t I cannot specify them in the 
meantime. 

25496. I n which for a first offence—a first act of poaching—a man 
was removed?—Yes, so far as I know.* 

25497. W e r e they cases of single men or men with families'?—It was 
a case of a married man assisting his father-in-law in keeping the croft in 
order. 

• See Appendix A, LXIV. 
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SlTHER- 25498. A married man assisting his father-in-law—was he properly the 
---A-tfD. occupier or tenant of the croft 1—He was not the tenant of the croft, but 

BCTT^YTILI. l i k e l v t 0 become so. _ 
25499. I am rather particular upon this point, are you acquainted with 

William any case of a man actually an occupier of a croft being removed from his 
Mackenzie, holding on account of poaching or killing game at all 1—I cannot recollect 

any case from memory just now. 
25500. Either for one offence, or more than one offence 1—I cannot in 

the meantime say; but there have been such cases in the past. 
25501. Are offences against the game laws common or uncommon 1—. 

Not common. 
25502. What is your opinion generally, about the state of the people 

from what you have heard Ì—Are the people in your place better off ou 
the whole than they used to be,—better fed, and better clothed, or aro 
they poorer, and worse off ?—-I should say one-third of them are bettor off 
than the crofters I see anywhere here about. And another third ol theni 
exist someway or another, and the remaining third live in misery and 
poverty. 

25503. But are they better off than the last generation—than their 
fathers and grandfathers, or are they worse off?—They are not better off by 
any means. 

25504. Do you see any improvement going on in the way of building 
and fencing and so OD ?—A good deal. 

25505. Is there auy improvement in the breed of cattle —are the 
cattle bigger and better than they were t—His Grace the Duke of Suther­
land gives a bull to the tenants which improves the breed considerably ; 
still the animals are of an inferior breed. , 

25506. And the sheep ?—The sheep are inferior to those upon the sheep 
farm in the neighbourhood, owing to the over-stocking. 

25507. Do you think your arable and pasture ground generally is 
decidedly of worse quality than the arable and pasture land in the hands, 
of the sheep farmer ; or are they much about the same 1—The district in 
which I live is much worse than any part I know, so far as pasture is 
concerned, for sheep or cattle. 

25508. Do you think that the best pasture was deliberately taken for 
the purpose of forming the sheep farms, or was it an accident1?—It was 
deliberately taken. 

25509. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—Why were a few people left, when the 
others were removed from up and down the glen 1—The only answer I 
can give is that, I suppose their places were scarcely worth coveting at that 
time. 

ADAM GUNN, Crofter's son, Strathy West (23)- examined. 

{See Appendix A, LXIV.) 

Adam Gnrm. 25510. Mr Cameron.—Were you elected a delegate?—Yes. 
25511. How far is Strathy West from here ?—About ten miles. 
25512. Are there many crofters where you reside ?—Yes. I have a 

written statement which embraces the grievances between Strathy and 
Armadale. I acted as secretary for five townships. 

25513. And you speak for them?—Not exactly, but I will be able 
to answer any questions. There are crofters from the several town­
ships to speak for themselves : — ' Strathy.—There are forty - two 
' crofters in this township. Previous to the Sutherland clearances 
1 there were only four. Of these above twenty families were 
' evicted from Strathnaver alone, and the remaiuder from the neighbour-
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' ing straths. The immediate result of these clearances was over- STJTHER-
• .Touding. Our crofts are so small that we cannot afford to give LAND. 
' them due rotation, while constant cropping has completely impoverished BETTYHILL. 
' the soil. Our chief grievance is the small size of our holdings and the 
' want of sufficient hill pasture. We want more land to cultivate at a Adam Gunn, 
' reasonable rent. We waut more hiil pasture, of which there is abundance 
1 in the vicinity. Let an oversman appointed by Government fix the rent 
1 —one acquainted with the nature of the soil ana climate, and the relative 
• value of property in Sutherlandshire. We also want compensation for 
• improvements in cases of removal at the crofter's own request, and a 
4 permanent hold on the soil of our forefathers. Leadnagullen.—There 
1 are eleven crofters and two cottars in this township. At the time of the 
4 Strathnaver evictions the land allotted to us was wholly unreclaimed. It 
' was valued at £2 , 10s., and after years of industry on our part, without 
' any aid from the proprietor, our labours were rewarded by raising the 
' rental to above £20 . W§ desire more arable land at a fair rent, and 
' hill pasture, of which we may say we have none. We are unwilling to 
4 emigrate so long as there are so many depopulated glens in Sutherland-
' shire. We complain strongly of the system of raising our rents 
1 invariably when a new name has to be inserted. The sea-blast destroys 
- our crops every other year, and we are thus compelled to carry meal for 
' our families and provender for our cattle a distance sometimes of 
' twenty miles. We do not want a tract of useless, barren, moorland, 
4 such as the neighbouring townships possess. Let us get a share of good 
' hill pasture, and let au oversman appointed by Government fix the rent. 
4 Strathy Point.—Between crofters and cottars there are thirty families in 
1 this township. We complain of the small size of our holdings and the 
1 want of hill pasture for our cattle and sheep, which in consequence of the 
1 small extent and inferior quality of our pasture are always lean and 
1 fetch but low prices in the market. A good proportion of the people 
4 prosecute the fishing, and would be greatly benefited by the erection of a 
' harbour at Portskerra. There is plenty of hill pasture in the vicinity 
4 for which we are willing to pay a reasonable rent. Our cultivated land 
' consists solely of scattered patches among the clefts of the rocks and 
4 exposed to the sea-blast. Only in a few cases can horses be of any 
4 service to us, and we are thus compelled to do their work ourselves. 
4 Armadale.—There were seven crofters here before the Sutherland 
4 evictions ; here are now thirty. Our crofts vary from 1£ acre to 4 
4 acres, only one as high as six, Sea-blast destroys our crops, and we have 
4 in consequence to provide provisions for ourselves and stock from the 
4 market. Owing to the small size of our holdings, and constant cropping, 
4 the laud is deteriorating. We want more arable land, of which there is 
' plenty in the vicinity ; so that each crofter may have from ten to twenty 
4 acres ; of hill pasture a sufficient amount to enable us to rear not less 
4 than twenty sheep. We want a permanent hold on the land, and 
4 compensation for improvements when the removal takes place at the 
4 crofter's own request. Let Government appoint an oversman to value 
' our crofts and hill pasture. BaligUl.—There are nine crofters and two 
4 cottars in this township. We have about four acres each of arable land. 
4 Our chief grievance is the small size of our holdings. In 1829 a 
' promise was made to reclaim more land in the neighbourhood and to 
4 extend our crofts. That promise was repeated several times by the 
4 present factor, but never fulfilled. We had also a lime-kiln which 
4 provided the crofters in the neighbouring townships with lime for their 
4 crofts and houses. Ten years ago a flood carried away the bridge 
' leading to the kiln, which at once cut off the supply of lime from our 
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SUTHER- ' selves and neighbouring crofters. W e applied, but in vain, to get the 
LAND. - bridge rebuilt, and the consequence now is that this whole surrounding 

., ' district suffers from the want of it. ' 
I \ 16*1*1* V H 1 1 T 

25514. These various petitions appear to be written in the same 
Adam Gunn. handwrit ing, and are almost identical in their terms ]—Yes. I have 

acted as secretary for the people, and prepared these statements in the 
presence of the crofters themselves, and that is how the writing is all in the 
same hand. 

25515 . W a s there a separate meeting at each of these places'?—No, it 
was not necessary. W e assembled in S t ra thy Free Church, and the 
delegates drew up the statement there. 

25516. So that the whole of the crofters from the five districts 
assembled together and had one meeting at one place ?—I don't mean to 
say the whole of them, but a good majority of them. They came to a 
meeting in the Free Church and appointed delegates. 

25517. And you acted as secretary1?—I did, for the whole district. 
25518. So tha t practically the grievances and requisitions of the 

different townships are identical 1—There is a want of hill pasture and of 
more arable ground. 

25519 . I notice there is no complaint as to excessive rents in any of 
these 1—Well the rents are not perhaps excessive, but when you consider 
t h e small size of the holdings they are. The rents would not be excessive 
supposing we had two or three crofts at the present rate. 

25520 . You can imagine the size of a croft being so small that any 
rent would be excessive ?—Exactly so. A croft of about 1^ acre is too 
small at merely a nominal rent. There are no cases of rack-renting. 

25521 . I see the general demand is for more land, doe.s that include 
more arable land or more hill pasture 1—It includes both. W e want 
more arable land to give us a holding of ten or fifteen acres, and we want 
also a sufficient amount of hill pasture to enable us to keep some stock. 
Of hill pasture we may say we have no th ing ; it is of inferior quality 
— t h e worst patches were given to us because they were of no other use in 
the world. 

25522. In order to carry out the wishes of the crofters and give them 
more land, they would have to remove bodily to some other part of the 
country Ì—No, but we want to migrate to the strath our forefathers had ; 
and some of us could then remain in the several townships by getting the 
neighbouring crofts along with our own. But the majority of them would 
require to migrate. 

25523. Would the crofters be willing to migrate to a distance as you 
have described ?—Certainly. 

25521. Would the crofters in case they were moved to these strath3 be 
able or willing to erect houses for themselves ?—Well, no, they would 
require some help, because they are at present in poverty, and it could not 
be expected that they should be able. They are verging on pauperism, 
the most of them. 

25525. A re the crofters verging on pauperism 1—The most of them I 
should say are verging on poverty ; they have no money at their disposal. 
They may be able to get help from the south, and some go elsewhere to 
earn money, but most of them have no money at their disposal, and coul 1 
not build houses all at once. 

25526. You don't th ink a fair proportion even of the crofters would 
manage to build houses for themselves—I mean such a proportion of them 
as would make a substantial and effective relief to those in the present 
townships ?—No, I th ink not. 

25527. So tha t in order to carry an effective relief to the overcrowding 
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iu these townships a proportion would require to be migrated, and StJTHEB. 
would also require help to build their houses ?—Certainly. LAND. 

25528. Would tha t stock which these crofters possess already be 
sufficient to stock the ground, or would they require more stock to be E TTYHIL: 
satisfactory ]—They would require more s tock ; they have scarcely any xd&m Gunn, 
stock at all in sheep in these townships. 

25529. That would be another difficulty in the way of carrying out 
their wishes, would it not]—Yes. 

25530 . So that they would require assistance to build tkeir houses and 
assistance to furnish stock to fill the ground ]—Well, with respect to 
6tock, some of them might be able to put on about thir ty sheep each, and 
I think if they got the hill pasture the whole of them might in a few 
years be able to stock i t ; some of them to do it might require help 
from Government, but we have had to contend with difficulties in the 
past, and I th ink we would be able to do i t again and stock the land 
ourselves. 

25531 . Would help be required from Government or other sources for 
any other purpose connected with these new settlements, such as fencing 
or improving land, creating crofts, and so on ]—No. 

25532. The crofters would be able to do that themselves ]—Yes. 
25533. To fence their land I—Perhaps they might do it in conjunction 

with the large sheep farmer iu the vicinity, provided there is one. The 
large sheep farmer might do one half and they might do the other. 

25534. But they would not be able to do the whole of the fencing 
themselves ]—There would be no occasion if there was no tacksman in 
the vicinity. 

25535. And as I understand it there would still be a large sheep farm 
at the back ]—Yes. 

25536. The crofters would not be able to occupy all these numerous 
sheep farms]—No t at once. 

25537. These Sutherland clearances took place a great many years ago; 
may I ask you how the people have managed to get on for so long as they 
have ]—Because they are people with whom the fates will have to bargain 
before they are annihilated, or succumb to bad usage. 

25538. D o you think they are much worse off now than they were 
twenty years ago Ì—No, twenty years ago they were much the same, I 
think. Of course there is a downward tendency so far as the value of the 
crofts themselves is concerned, because the land is deteriorating, and they 
don't raise the crops they did at that time. 

25539. In regard to other sources of profit to the crofters, have they 
any more employment now than they used to have ]—Of late years there 
has been more employment in the shape of making roads to villages which 
have for seventy years had to do without them, and to which the people 
had to carry their meal and everything on their back a distance of two 
or three miles. Of late years roads have been made, and consequently 
some of the men have got employment. 

25540 . Can you mention any other employment which has benefited 
the crofters of late years ]—The reclaiming of such farms as Ribigill and 
Kildonan has given employment to some of the people in the district. 

25541. Has the price of cattle improved at all in the last twenty years I 
•—Certainly it has, last year at any rate. 

25542. H the people have go t employment on the roads and these 
improvements, and if the price of cattle has increased, would it not be the 
natural inference that their condition is better than i t was twenty years 
ago]—Bu t their crofts don't produce the same amount as they did 
formerly ; and it is only a limited number of people who are employed on 
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SUTHF.R- the roads—nothing at all to the large population of the several townships 
LAND. _ o n l y a few men here and there, perhaps twenty or so. 

BET~™LL. 25543. But, as I understand, you say that the crofts are so small that 
* the people could never depend upon them to produce sufficient food for 

Adam Gunn. the sustenance of themselves and their families]—That is true. -
25544 Sir Kenneth Mackenzie.—The petition from Strathy Point 

refers to the want of a harbour at Port Skerra, is that a suitable place 1— 
Yes, I have heard it said it is the most suitable place between Cape Wrath 
and Dunnet Head. 

25515. We were told that another place was the most suitable— 
Talmin; but you think Port Skerra would be the best ?—I have been 
told that. 

25516. Would Port Skerra suit the whole of these five townships 1 
—Yes. 

25547. They could all live at home and keep their boats there?—Yes, 
and be able in a short time to build better boats. They cannot compete; 
with the east coast fishermen now, owing to the small size of their boats, 
and if they could prosecute the fishiug at home they could provide them­
selves with better boats so as to compete with the east coast fishermen. 

25518. What would a harbour at Port Skerra cost ?—I cannot say. 
25519. Has it ever been talked of ?—Several times. 
25550. Ha3 it ever been brought under the notice of the Duke of 

Sutherland ?—I think so, and the grievances also which the people had to 
endure owing to the want of it. There is a man present with a written 
statement who will tell these grievances. 

25551. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—You told us that a good number of 
the people in the five townships referred to, came from Strathnaver ?— 
Yes. 

25552. Strathnaver is a big place ?—Yes. 
25553. Supposing the Duke were to send back to Strathnaver all the 

people who came from it, would that be a good thing for them ?— 
Certainly. 

25551. Would it not also be a good thing for those that would be left 
behind Ì—Certainly, it is the only way to remedy the present condition 
of things, I think. 

25555. If all the Strathnaver people were sent back would there be 
eno.igh left for you ?—I don't know, I am sure. 

25556. Pretty nearly 1—I think so, it is such a wide place. 
25557. The Chairman.—You said you were a crofter's son—is your 

father in the occupancy of a croft ?—He is not alive. 
25558. You are not at the present moment engaged in cultivation ?— 

Yes, I am at present. 
25559. Who is the actual tenant or occupier ?—My mother. 
25560. Have you always been engaged in agricultural labour, or have 

you had any other occupation Ì—I am a student as well. 
25561. In the university ?—Yes. 
25562. Which university ?—St Andrews. 
25563. For the purpose of entering one of the professions?—I am not 

sure. 

ANGUS MACKAY, Cottar, Strathy Point (80)—examined. 

Angus 25561. Professor Machinnon.—Are you a crofter?—No, I have no 
Mackay. iai l (J a t a l]? j a m l i v i n g a t t h e e a § t g i d e o f g f c ra t ] iy p 0 J n t ^ ftnd g o m e ^ 
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people wanted me to give information about the poor circumstances they SUTHER-
were in. LAND. 

25565. What were you when you were a young man—were you a -g 
crofter Ì—I was worse than a crofter, I was a cottar—a slave completely. 

25566. What did the people of your place ask you to say ou their Angus 
behalf]—To tell how poor they were. According to my judgment they are Mackay, 
the poorest people under the Duke of Sutherland. Strathy Point is two 
miles in length on oue side and three upon the other. The westerly 
wind blows upon it, the north-west wind blows upon it, the north wind 
blows upon it, the north-east wind blows upon it ; and when a storm 
comes it blasts the croft, and the people have no meat for the cattle or for 
themselves. 

25567. How can these matters be put right 1—Really it beats me to 
make that out ; I was only desired to state these people's poverty, and I 
am doing so. The place is allotted on both sides, and there is pasture 
between the two lots, and they have each of them a few sheep, but they 
must have them in the house all night and out on the hill all day. 
Anything they have between cattle and sheep they keep on the hill 
during the day until eleven o'clock at night. 

25568. There is arable ground upon each side of the pasture ground 
that they have 1—They have no pasture at all, and the arable ground they 
have, if you go there to-day you would see on it as bonnie a crop as there 
is in the country, but if a storm comes on, in a fortnight perhaps it might 
be blasted so as to be of no use. 

25569. There is no fence between the bit of arable ground they have 
and the pasture 1—None in the world. There was one single individual 
spoke to me when I came away and said—' I hope you will speak on 
' my behalf.' They made a road, since two years, through his place-
where there ought to have been one sixty-four or sixty-five years ago, 
but it was not done till then. He said—• Hares will be out aU night and 
' will be in my corn, and I must be out Sabbath and Saturday, and every 
1 day in the week, watching as I can; and, after all, my corn is eaten in 
1 the night.' 

25570. The road was no advantage to that man 1—Very little ; it 
destroyed the crop he put in the ground. The people are in perfect 
poverty. They are something. kind towards one another, and when they 
see one destitute a small help whT be given by the neighbours, but it came 
to that state last year that they had to raise a collection in the Free 
Church to assist the poverty of the people. 

25571. Were the crops blown very much last year?—Blasted with the 
storm. 

25572. You say you never had any land yourself 1—No, and I have 
been there thirty years. I came there from Ribigill. 

25573. Had you laud before you left Ribigiin—Yes, an acre and a half 
from Mr MitcheH; and I was paying £3 , 10s. I had to pay, not 
money, but seventy days' labour—a shilling a day during the time the rent 
was to pay. 

25574. Mr Mitchell was the tacksman of the place at the time ?—Yes. 
25575. How have you been maintaining yourself since that time 1— 

By working at Caithness in the quarries ; and I was so unfortunate that, 
one day I was working in the quarry, a large Hag which was supposed to 
be half a ton in weight fell upon me, and made me useless to this day, so 
that I have never won a penny since then. 

25576. What do the people of the place in which you are just now, 
t;link themselves should be done to improve their circumstances ?—Give 
them more pasture for their cattle and more land—land that would suit fur 
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SUTHER. cropping. At present they may have a crop one year, but they will not 
LAND. g e t three years' crop on it. 

BETTYHILL, 25577. Would they require to move out of the place altogether 1—It 
" ought to be so done ; never a man should be put there at all. It is just 

Angus a wild nasty place. 
Mackay 25578. Were there people there in old times Ì—There might be some 

six or seven, and they might live comfortably, but now there are beyond 
sixty. There are seven or eight people living in their good-mother's and 
good-father's, raising their family. Another thing is that you cannot see a 
lassie or a boy of from seven to ten years of age, but must go away 
herding when they ought to be at school. They go to herd in Caithness 
and Strath Halladale, or wherever they can get work. 

25579. Do they get wages as herds ?—Yes, from £1 to 80s. 
25580. Do they attend school in winter when they come back ?—Yes, 

they do that. 
25581. Where do the people themselves wish to go to!—That is a 

thing I did not ask them, I am just a poor man amongst them. 
25582. I suppose the place is very much crowded 1—Yes, just crowded 

like my fingers. 
25583. How many houses do you think there are in the place where 

there are two families living together ]—I could not say, I did not count, 
I did not think it would better me. I only came to favour the people. 
There is a town holding three tenants in the place, and the place might be 
a kind of living to one in a good year if the crop were got in. But there 
are three on it, and they cannot get a right to their houses, and they have 
to carry everything upon their back. In my opinion, these three ought to 
be taken out and placed somewhere else, and their places given to the rest 
of the crofters for pasture for their sheep or cattle; but I have no 
business with it. 

25584. Where were you brought up yourself 1—In Strathnaver. 
25585. When did you leave Strathnaver *?—I left when young and came 

to Strathy Point, when the sheep commenced. 
25586. Do you remember the time 1—Yes, I was very nearly drowned 

that day. , 
25587. Is that what makes you remember it 1—Yes. I will remember 

it as long as I live. I got a terrible fright. 
25588. Were you old enough to remember the circumstances of the 

people at the time Ì—It would be a very hard heart but would mourn to 
see the circumstances of the people that day. He would be a very cruel 
man who would not mourn for the people. 

25589. What condition were they in before they left?—If you were 
going up the strath now you would see on both sides of it the places 
where the towns were—you would see a mile or half a mile between every 
town ; there were four or five families in each of these towns, and bonnie 
haughs between the towns, and hill pasture for miles, as far as they could 
wish to go. The people had plenty of flocks of goats, sheep, horses, and 
cattle, and they were living happy. 

25590. Do you remember yourself quite well that these people werf. 
comfortably off at the time Ì—Remarkably comfortable—that is what 
they were—with flesh and fish and butter and cheese and fowl aud 
potatoes and kail and milk too. There was no want of anything with 
them; and they had the Gospel preached to them at both ends of the 
strath. I remember of Mr M'Gillivray being there as a preacher. But 
what I have seen since then ! There was a beggar like myself, a woman 
living in Strathnaver, and she went round the shepherds ; and when she 
came back there was one_Gordon in this low country asked h«r ' had she 
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•* uews from Strathnaver,' ' I shall tell you my news from Strathnaver,' SUTHEIÌ 
' what is it ?'—' The wood has been taken off the crofters' houses and it LAND. 
' was sent to Alt-na-barra for a house of revelry and drunkenness. The T> ' 
' manse which the godly ministers of old occupied is now occupied by a fox 
' hunter, and his study is the dog kennel. The house which yourself hud, Angus 
' and the great big stone at which you were wont to pray, the crow now builds Mackay 
' its nest upon the top of it.' Now I consider at that time the Gospel 
was preached at both ends of Strathnaver, and in the middle of the 
strath ; and in several other towns the elders and those who were taking 
to themselves to be following the means of grace were keeping a meeting 
once a fortnight—a prayer meeting amongst themselves—and there were 
plenty gathering, so that the houses would be full. 

25591. I am sure those good practices have not been altogether 
forgotten Ì—I hope not. 

25592. You are quite satisfied yourself that these people were far better 
off then than their children are now?—Oh yes, I am quite satisfied of that. 
The thing that frightened me when I was nearly drowned that day was 
this : my father and mother and my brother went away, having got notice 
that if anything was upon the ground at twelve o'clock they would be 
fined. They rose in the morning and went away with cattle, sheep, a 
horse, two mares, and two foals, to the place they were to live in after, 
and left me and my brothers who were younger sleeping in the bed ; and 
there was a woman came in and said— ' Won't you wake up, Sellar is 
1 burning at a place called Rhistog.' We got such a fright that we started 
out of bed and ran down to the river, because there was a friend of ours 
living upon the other side, and we wished to go there for protection. I 
took my brother on my back, and through the river I went ; and the 
water was that deep that when it came up upon his back he commenced 
crying and shaking himself upon my back, and I fell, and he gripped 
round about my neck, and I could not rise nor move. We were both 
greeting, and took a fright that we would be drowned. There was a poor 
woman coming with her family up the strath, and she saw us and jumped 
into the river and swept us out of it. 

25593. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—Did you see any burning houses 
yourself in Strathnaver 1—No, I did not. I was naked when I went to the 
river; and when they took me out of it my friends took such care of me 
that they dried me and put me into a bed. 

25591. How old were you when this happened to yourself ?—About 
eleven years of age. 

25595. How old was your brother that you were carrying 1—Three 
years of age. 

25596. Do you know that a number of houses were burned at that 
time 1—Oh ! yes, yes. 

25597. Many houses'?—All from the river Owenmalloch and another 
river coming into Strathnaver on the east side, down to Duuvedan 
Burn. 

25598. The houses were burning ?—That is said, but I cannot say; I 
Baw nothing because I was in bed. 

25599. But you were told at the time ?—Yes. 
25600. Were the people very willing to leave Strathnaver 1—You would 

have pitied them, tumbling on the grouuel and greeting and tearing the 
ground with their hands. Any soft-minded person would have pitied 
them. 

25601. Were there a great number of people removed at that time?—I 
cannot give the number, but yon was the first removal in Strathnaver. 

25602. What was the notion of the people at the time as to 
5 K 
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SUTHF/R- the real cause of ah?—I cannot say who was the cause, but this is my 
LAND. opinion—Sellar was factor, Roy was clerk, and William Young was head 

BETTYHILL. fact°r> anc- khey had Lady Stafford under their own control, and the 
' factors were something troubled gathering their rent, and they just blind-

Angus folded Lady Stafford and said—- We will give you £100 or £200 out of 
Mackay. that and move the people out of the place and give the money to you all 

at once,' and the people were removed. 
25603. Who got the place after the people were removed ?—Sellar got 

it, but in five years time we had a second removal. 
25604. Who got the place from which you were removed the second 

time 1—I believe Sellar. I was in Caithness herding at the time, but I 
suppose it was just Sellar who got it. 

25605. Would you like to go back to Strathnaver ?—"What would I do 
there ? Nothing at all I want nothing but raiment and daily bread, if 
the Lord provide that for me. 

25606. Was there, to the best of your knowledge, and from what you 
have been hearing since then, any cause whatever for removing these 
thousand people from Strathnaver V—I never heard any cause for it. 

25607. Any good cause 1—No, I never did; no reasonable or lawful 
cause about it at all. 

25608. The Chairman.—You stated that your father and mother and 
the family went away with the stock of cows and horses in the morning 1 
—Yes. 

25609. So as to reach their new place of abode Ì—Yes. 
25610. And that they left you and your brother in the house lying 

asleep on the bed Ì—Yes. 
25611. How do you explain that your father and mother left their two 

sons alone in the house in bed asleep when they went away themselves 1— 
Because we were weak and young, and they were sure we would sleep to 
nine or ten o'clock, when they would be back again. My father was back 
before I was ten minutes out of the river. 

25612. How far had your father to go; how far was the new place 
from the old ?—About a mile and a half to the place called Wood of 
Skail, which was an uncultivated piece of ground until then. 

25613. What sort of place was it ; was it worse than the old place?— 
It was a place that never was laboured before. 

25614. Was he assisted to build his house Ì—No, he had to build his 
house with feal and no stone at all 

25615. Did the proprietor give him any stones to build a new house 1— 
No. 

25616. Did ho give him any compensation for the old house he left t 
—Nothing in the world. 

25617. How long was he in this new place ?—Five years, when he got 
a second removal. 

25618. "Why did he get the second removal ?—To Strathy Point, to 
the worst place there is in the district. 

JOHN MACKAY, Crofter, Melvich (48)—examined. 

(See Appendix A, LXIV.) 

John Mackay. 25619. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—Have you any statement to make?— 
I have. ' Statement of the Grievances of the Melvich Crofters (part of 
* the Parish of Reay in Sutherlandshire):—(1) Our grievances are 
' numerous and hard to bear, arising first from overcrowding. There are 
' now forty-four crofters, one hotel with about sixty acres arable land 
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' following. A ground officer's dwelling with about seven acres where SUTHER. 
4 there were only seven crofters before the Sutherland clearances took LAND. 
' place. We are surrounded at our front, at our side, and at our back by j>£TTYHILL_ 
4 the sheep farm's grazing, and on the other side by the sea-shore. The 
4 boundary line of the sheep farmer's grazing is almost in our doors, so John Mackay, 
4 that we always suffer grievances from that source. We have to watch 
' and herd our stock regular before any of them cross over that 
4 boundary line, and if any of them happen to cross over they are sure 
4 to get a pair of dogs to return them back, and to be in danger of being 
4 damaged. The proprietor is bound to protect the sheep farmer's grass 
4 from the crofter's stock, and the sheep farmer's underlings take the 
4 advantage of this with boldness, and would wish the crofters and their 
4 stock out on the sea. Our neighbouring sheep farmer has the grazing 
' of between 100 and 120 square miles of the best green and hill pasture, 
4 and the poor forty-four crofters have only about three square miles of the 
4 very worst of hill pasture—not deserving the name of pasture ; but the 
4 name of waste ground. The extent of ground occupied by the forty-four 
4 crofters as arable land (the most of it being reclaimed by themselves and 
4 their predecessors) will be about a mile and a quarter long and three 
4 quarters broad. (2) The spring water or well from which fourteen 
4 families got their supply of water for drinking and the preparing of their 
' food and other purposes has been locked up under lock and key, and 
4 brought over in a lead pipe to the sheep farmer's residence to accommodate 
* that establishment with one of the best spring waters in the north of 
4 Scotland. When the well was proposed to be closed up in a house with 
1 lock and key, the people depending on it for their supply of water were 
' promised to get their necessary supply of water; but the consequence is 
4 that the people get only the overflow, and when there is no overflow, 
4 which is very often the case, the inhabitants want, or else shift for 
4 themselves the best way they can; while there is ample water at the 
4 farmer's residence, and very often when the water is scarcest with the 
4 crofters, it is running at the sheep farmer's residence without check. (3) 
' The chain boat ferry, which is a great drain on the poor people's pockets 
4 and paying road assessments besides. This ferrying differs very much 
4 from toll charges, as a person crossing has to pay every time he or she 
4 crosses or recrosses. The remedy :—Sheep farms broken down, more 

* land and more hill pasture given to such crofters as could remove 
4 thereto, security in their holdings, compensation for unexhausted 
4 improvements, that the fourteen families mentioned above get their 
- necessary supply of spring water without any restriction or scarcity 
4 from the closed up well, that a bridge be erected across the river at 
4 the ferrying place. Suppose the landlord would grant the crofters their 
- present crofts rent free, what would it help them ? I t would only help 
4 them to pay two or three bolls of their year's meal. The only cure for 
' the evil is more land to cultivate, and more hill ground for pasture. 
4 Statistics, showing] how the crofters of Melvich township manage to 
' bring through their stock, the number of stock of all kinds, the 
' expenses that are out in keeping them in life, the yearly supply of meal 
4 bought by the crofters of the township, &c. All his supply is bought 
4 from another county—the county of Caithness—which supply, if closed 
1 up from the crofters of the north coast of Sutherland, themselves and 
* their stock would starve in one six months :—Population 203 ; cattle 
' 1 1 8 ; sheep 204; horses 2 3 ; pigs 17. Straw and hay bought last 
* winter and spring—straw, 984 stones; hay, 423 stones ; grain for seed, 
4 1 6 | quarters; seed potatoes, 3£ bolls. Cost, straw, £28, 5s. 8d. ; hay, 
' £ 2 1 , 3s . ; feeding stuffs, £ 9 , l i s . ; grain for seed, £16. 10s.; see! 
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SUTHER- - potatoes, £7. Meal raised of last year's crop, 139 bolls ; bought for tin 
LAND. « y e a r 350 bolls—cost £315. Total expenditure for the support of man 

p . — ~ ' and beast, and seeds bought for the twelve months, £397, 9s. 8d., 
'E __'L - groceries excluded. Present rent about £120 , 6s. Id., rent thirty years 

John Mackay. - ago £ 8 1 , 3s. The question now is, Where does the money come from 
- that will pay this amount and also rent 1 It is earned mostly in other 
4 counties, not in Sutherlandshire, when most of the young people male 
• and female are away at this season of the year. But would it not now 
4 be more satisfactory for both landlord and crofters that they would be 
1 paying this enormous sum of money (that they pay yearly for meal) in rent 
• to the landlord if they had value of land so that they could raise this meal 
' off their own holdings. The land is close beside us, the land from which 
- our forefathers have been exterminated and driveu down to the rugged 
' sea-coa3t, there to live out a pitiful life.' 

25620. Does this statement contain almost all you have got to say ?— 
No; I could expand upon it. 

25621. How long ago is it since the well was taken from you?— 
Eight years. 

25622. How long is it since the farm house to which the water is now 
taken was put up ?—It was the residence once of the Mackaya of 
Bighouse. 

25623. "Where did the family used to get their water from?—They 
had a pump in the garden, and they got water from the river also. 

25624. And what satislied the old family of Bighouse would not suit 
the tenant ?—No. 

25625. And he took away your water ?—Yes, except when there was 
an overflow. When there is no overflow we have to dig wells for 
ourselves like the people of old. 

25626. Are you sure you are correct in saying that there is an 
unnecessary escape of water at the house?—I am quite sure of it, at 
times. 

25627. Have you seen it ?—No, but there are men here who have seen 
it, who can testify to it. 

25628. And there is no other well for supplying the people except 
this one ?—Not in that place. Any Avell that is there, the water is 
inferior and not near that place at all. 

25629. What rent do you pay?—£10. 
25630. How long have you had your lot ?—Nine years, 
25631. Have you a lease ?—No. 
25632. Were there any conditions under which you took your land 1~— 

Yes. 
25633. Was there any writing about it ?—Yes. There is a piece of 

round of eight or nine acres just in front of my house that I was 
promised verbally by the factor would be reclaimed; but that has not been 
done yet. 

25634. He was to take that in for you?—Yes. 
25635. Was that a condition upon which you were to pay rent?— 

No. I was to pay 2s. 6d. an acre, besides interest on what was to be laid out. 
25636. You were to have paid that if the money was laid out?—Yes; 

and I have reminded the factor of it two or three times since. 
25637. Did you build your own house?—Yes, I expended close on 

£200 on building. I have not built a dwelling house, but I have built 
all the offices, and had the factor's hand of writing for timber for the offices. 

25638. Timber and lime?—No lime; but I had the factor's writing 
for the rough timber for the offices, which was never fulfilled, and I had 
to go and buy timber at a cost of £17 to £19. 
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25639. When you made the bargain originally did you intend to get a SUTHER-
lease?—No. LAJSG. 

25640. JIow long were you to be on the place ?—There was no state- BE T T YHILL. 
ment about that; I was only a tenant at will. 

25641. It was not very wise of you to go and build all these houses John Mackay, 
without security ?—A Veil I would not do it to-day. 

25642. Are you afraid you will be turned out Ì— Not the least; but then 
there is no security, and that leaves matters that the tenants have no 
encouragement to improve. 

25643. You said you have not built a dwelling house?—No, and I 
have only one single room for a dwelling. I built a house seventy-four 
feet long of stone and lime and timber, and also shed covers. 

25644. What was that for ?—For a byre, barn, stable, and a room to 
dwell in. 

25645. Have you applied to the factor for a lease?—No. 
25646. Don't you think you should have done so, and had the thing put 

upon a satisfactory footing ?—I did'nt suppose I would get a lease. 
25647. Is that the reason why you did not apply ?—That is what I 

understood in my own mind. 
25648. With regard to the other people whom you represent here, you 

said that every one of them is buying meal from another county?—Every 
one in the locality. 

25649. If you got more land and got some security in your holding, 
would you begin to reclaim land and make holdings for yourselves ?—There 
is no land for the rest to reclaim in the position they are in just now. 

25650. But supposing they got some of the land of the farmer, who is 
hemming you in every way, would the people be able to take it ?—Some of 
them would. 

25651. And would they thereby be able to dispense with buying meal ? 
i—Of course they would. There are meadow lands where there are 
hundreds of bolls of meal lying in the soil. 

25652. You say there are meadows quite close to your croft and the 
crofts of others which, if cultivated, would produce annually hundreds 
of bolls of meal ?—Yes. 

25653. What does that land produce at present?—Grass. 
25654. If you have anything special to say, you can now do so?—I 

have nothing special to say, except that I will answer any questions that 
may be asked. 

25655. The Chairman.—You stated that one of the complaints was 
about a chain boat ferry; has there been a ferry at that place from time 
immemorial ?—Yes—since the country road went by there. 

25656. In old times how did the people get over there?—I cannot 
account for it unless they were crossing down at the foot of the river at 
Bighouse. They cross there still when the sea is out, and there is no 
flood. 

25657. They could ford the river near the mouth ?—Yes. 
25658. Is there any appearance of any old road which led to that 

place ?—There is; that is the way the old road led before the county 
road was made. 

25659. The ferry was first established at the time the road was made ? 
—I suppose it would be about that time. There was no need of it before, 
as there was no road there. 

25660. Is there a charge made for foot passengers ?—Yes. 
25661. How much?—A halfpenny for a foot passenger. 
25662. How much is it for a cart and horse?—A pony and cart, l | d . ; 

but for a horse passing fifteen hands, 3d. 
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SUTHER. 25663. In old times the people went round and forded the river near 
LAND. t a e m ou th ; is that stopped now]—No, it is not stopped; but a horse 

BETTYHILL w^ t n a l o a c l c a n n o t §° t l l e r e > a h o r 3 e w i t n a n e m l j t y c a r t could S° there. 
* 25664. But the people are allowed to go that way if they please 1—Yes. 

John Mackay. 25665. Have the people ever petitioned the road trustees to build a 
bridge 1—Not to my knowledge. 

25666. Is the. water very deep ?—About six feet at this time of the 
year. 

25667. Does the tide come up and down ?—Yes. 
25668. Did you ever hear whether there was any difficulty about 

building a bridge ?—I never heard of any difficulty at all. 
25669. Did you say the people had petitioned to have a bridge 1—Not 

to my knowledge, but I suppose the matter has been considered at a 
meeting of the Road Trustees since a year or two ago, but still we are 
without a bridge. 

25670. Did the Road Trustees take any resolution to build a bridge 
or not ? —I cannot say. 

25671. Why do the people not petition the Road Trustees if they feel 
this to be a grievance ?—As far as my knowledge goes the Road Trustees 
have nothing to do with i t ; it is the proprietor as far as I understand. 

25672. Who keeps up the road?—The assessment. 
25673. Would the Road Trustees not be responsible for the bridge too ; 

do they never make improvements on the roads?—The roads are 
contracted for by contractors who repair them. There are Road Trustees 
in the county who have management of these roads, and who are elected 
by the ratepayers. 

25674. I think you would do well if you feel this to be a grievance, to 
petition the Road Trustees and agitate the question; and perhaps you 
will get satisfaction.—Thank you, my Lord. 

25675. You say the well has been given to the farmer, and that the 
families are sometimes deprived of the water from i t ; how many familes 
of crofters depend on this particular well ?—Fourteen. 

25676. Is it a common thing to bo deprived of the use of the water?— 
During this dry summer almost every second day we are wanting water. 

25677. Have you any other water you can get conveniently!—I do not 
draw my water from that spring. 

25678. Sir Kenneth Mackenzie.—You produce certain statistics with 
regard to your expenditure for twelve months amounting to £397, 9s. 8d. 
Was that sum returned to you by the crofters ?—Yes. 

25679. The forty-four ?—Yes. 
25680. How did you ascertain it ?—I just went round the crofters, 

and every one of them told me. 
25681. What is the average rent of the crofters there ?—There are two 

in the township about £ 5 , and I pay £10 , all the rest pay from £ 1 to 
£ 3 . 

25682. You have a £ 1 0 croft; is that sufficient to supply your wants 
without importing food ?—It keeps me from buying much ; but I have no 
family. 

25683. What size of croft would be required generally in the county ? 
—A croft rented at from £ 1 0 to £20 . 

25684. £120 is the rent of forty-four crofters ; that makes an average 
rent of about £ 2 , 14s.?—About that. 

25685. And the others who import food to the extent of £397 make 
the money by fishing ?—Yes. 

25686. Have they boats ?—No ; but they go to the east coast fishing. 
25687. If they had larger crofts they could still do that ?—Yes; and 
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iT.cre was a harbour at Port Skerra it would benefit Melvich also, SUTHER-
Decause the men at the sea-coast are, I believe, all fishing. LAND. 

25683. But if they had boats and went to the fishing they could not BFTT"~nr 
take larger crofts ?—I could not answer that question. ' 

25689. Who is the local factor ?—Mr Crawford, at Tongue. John Mackay 
25690. Did the people ever represent to him the want of water in 

consequence of their supply being taken to Bighouse ?—They have 
represented it to the ground officer, I know. 

25691. What reply did the ground officer give?—That they would get 
the necessary supply of water. 

25692. How long ago was that ?—I could not say. 
25693. Did he specify in what manner they would get this water?—He 

did not. 
25694. About how long ago was it that they spoke to the ground 

officer ?—I could not say. 
25695. Was it this year?—No. 
25696. A long time ago ?—Yes. 
25697. "Was there any understanding as to how the water was to bo 

supplied to the people when the ground officer promised it to them ?— 
The people understood they would get the necessary supply of water from 
the same well. 

25698. By another pipe or how ?—They expected that they would get 
their supply by a pipe that let it flow out on the same level with the pipe 
that leads to the sheep farmer's residence. The pipe which leads to the 
sheep farmer's residence is at the bottom of the cistern, and the pipe that 
lets the overflow out is up near the brink. 

25699. From that time to this have you heard anything more about it ? 
—As far as I know any time that they spoke to the ground officer about 
it, he answered in such a way that they expected to get what they wanted. 

25700. Perhaps you don't know much about the circumstances, seeing 
you don't get your water there ?—No, I was not personally there, but 
I have heard what he said. 

25701. Are the people in your district very poor ?—Yes, in general 
they are. 

25702. Can you give us any idea as to the number of crofters who 
might be in a position to take more land provided they got the chance— 
what proportion out of the whole number ?—From twelve to twenty. 

25703. Out of a total of how many ?—Forty-four. 
25704. There must be a good many cottars on the place ?—Only one 

who pays rent, and he has a few sheep. 

HECTOR MUNRO, Crofter, Scullomie, Tongue (71)—examined. 

(See Appendix A, XLIV,) 

25705. Sheriff Nicolson.—You are a delegate from Tongue?—I am. Hector 
25706. Have you any statement to make?—Yes, I have a paper which Munro. 

I shall read. 
- Scullomie in parish of Tongue :—There are twelve crofters in this 

• township, who pay from £ 3 to £6 of rent. 
* Hector M'Kay hold about 3 acres, for which he pays between rent 

1 and taxes, £6 0 0 
1 Colin M'Kay holds about 2 | acres, for which he pays 5 2 6 
1 Hector Munro (scarce) 2 „ . . 4 16 3 
• Angus Sutherland 2 | „ . . . . 5 10 0 
' James M'Kay 2£ „ . (besides 7s. taxes) 5 19 0 
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' Widow Sutherland holds about 2 J acres, for which she pays £5 10 6 
• William Mackay 2 | „ besides 8s. taxes) 4 5 . 0 
• Charles Mackay 3 - „ (10s. taxed besides) 4 12 0 
' George Mackay 2 „ (besides 6s. of tax) 3 7 7 
' Sandy M'Kay 3 „ (besides l i s . tax) 5 13 0 
1 James Mackay 3 „ . . . 5 15 0 
' John Mackay 4 „ . . . 6 6 0 

' They hold of arable land from two to four acres, and pay of rent from 
* £3, 7s. to £6 , 6s. There are thirty-six acres rented in my district of 
* arable land, for which we pay £58 aud £9 of taxes—£67. The township 
' yields in good years the average crop of forty-eight bolls of meal and 
' 120 barrels of potatoes. If whole produce were sold it should fetch £18 
1 for potatoes and £33, 12s. for meal—in aU £51 , 12s., which is £6, 8s. 
* less than we pay to the Duke for rent, and £15, 8s. whan taxes are 
' counted. We buy of meal £13 worth to support our families every year; 
- some years far more, but some less—this of an average. Bents were 
' raised as follows :—(1) I was paying £5, 5s. 4d. of road money ; (2) it 
' was reduced to £4, 9s ; (3) it was raised to £ 1 , 16s ; (4) 2s. 6d. taken 
- off for the pier; (5) Mr Crawford took off 3s. 3d.—I can't tell why. 
' I lost two crops within the last twelve years by a burn that runs through 
1 it. The proprietor refuses to protect my lot from the ravages of the 
* stream ; only he offers to do it on condition I pay interest on the money 
* expended; which I think unreasonable because my rent is high. I pay 
1 now between taxes and rent £4, 16s. for scarce two acres. We 
' petitioned the Duke for reduction of rent last November, on the ground 
' that a storm damaged the corn crop, and that our potato crop was 
1 almost an entire failure; but we did not get as much as a reply to, or 
* acknowledgment of receipt of, our petition.—HECTOR MUNRO.' 

25707. Your rent is more than £2 an acre 1—Yes; I pay £2, 3s. 6J. 
of standing rent, forbye taxes, per acre. 

25708. Is your land very fertile ]—-Most of it is not—two inches of soil 
in some parts, and most of it solid rock. 

25709. What crops are you able to raise1?—It cannot be very much 
for all that I have. 

25710. Is it oats and potatoes entirely1?—Oats and here, but mostly 
potatoes. 

25711. Does the land produce good crops?—No; the third part will 
be good and the other part nothing at all 

25712. What sustenance does the croft afford to your family 1—I 
think one would be abundance to consume all that it would produce 
except potatoes ; and when they are a failure I may say we have nothing 
at all upon it. When there is a good year we may have four bolls of 
bere-meal. I often keep two cows on the croft, but I have to buy food 
for them ; and my neighbours in the whole township whom I represent 
here are similarly situated. I am about the worst of them. 

25713. How much money are you obliged to spend in the whole year 
for the support of your family in buying meal and other food 1—I could 
spend more money than I have. If I had not good credit I could not do 
at all. 

25714. Can you give any estimate of what you actually spend. How 
many bolls of meal do you buy 1—Four or five bolls, but our family is 
not big, there are only three of us just now. The people don't require so 
much just now, because they are nearly all away. They are scattered 
through all Scotland; all those who can earn anything are away from 
home just now. 

SUTHER­
LAND. 

BETTYHILL. 

Hector 
Munro. 
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SUTHER-

25715. Are you surrounded by large farms in your parish ?—All the L A ^ ^ -
place is bordering with them. BETIYHILL. 

25716. Is most of the parish occupied by large farms'?—Yes, except 
round about the rocks, from one end of the parish to another, the same as if Hector 
the crofts were a fence for keeping sheep and other beasts from the shore. Munro. 

25717. How many big farms are there in the parish ?—Two and a half. 
There is one the half of which is in Durness and the other half in the 
parish of Tongue. 

25718. How much of the land of the parish is occupied by these farms? 
—Mostly the whole of it. 

25719. You have only a little strip along the shore?—Yes ; and we 
have a little pasture, but the grass is no resource at all ; we cut peats 
and divots for the houses. 

25720. How many cows do you keep on your croft 1—I keep two 
cows, but I have to pay for them. 

25721. Any sheep1?—About half a dozen. I think the whole township 
will scarcely average eight sheep. Some have none at all, and some two 
or three, and some more than that ; but on an average I think perhap3 
about eight. 

25722. Where is your hill pasture ?—It Ì3 adjoining the large farms. 
25723. Is there a fence between you and them ?—No. 
25724. Do their sheep come over to you ?—Yes, and ours go over to 

them ; and we agree about that. 
25725. Do they ever poind your sheep at all ?—No, I think not; they 

are not very hard upon us. We must give honour to whom honour is 
due. 

25726. Would you like more land 1—Yery likely the young people 
would, but not the like of me. 

25727. Supposing you got additional land at a reasonable rent, some­
thing less than £2 an acre, would you like to take it ?—I would like to 
take it at less than £1 an acre. I think I pay too much rent. I think 
I have paid more than £ 5 0 to the Duke since fifty-five years; I have 
been paying rent above what I should, and the Duke is not a bit the 
richer for that. 

25728. You say you petitioned the Duke last year for a reduction of 
your rent 1—This last spring. 

25729. Was your corn crop destroyed by the storm ?—Yes, the most 
of it was destroyed and scattered away, a great deal of it. 

25730. Was your potato crop bad ?—Yes; there was a great failure 
amongst the potatoes generally. The storm did not spoil the potatoes, but 
it spoiled the corn. 

25731. Did you get any answer at all to your petition ?—Not yet. 
25732. When did you send it ?—I think some time in November. 
25733. Perhaps the Duke was not at home ?—I don't know if he was. 
25731. How often does the post leave this Ì—Twice a week. 
25735. Then you ought to have got an answer before now?—Ye3, 

long before. 

Rev. JOHN ROSS MACNEILL, Free Church Minister, Tongue (37)— 
examined. 

(See Appendix A. XLIV.) ] 

25736. The Chabinan.—Are you a delegate ?—I am one of three Rev. Joì.n 
delegates from the middle district of the parish of Tongue, one of whom ^o s s -*l'-̂ c--l 
you have already heard, and another of whom met with an accident this 
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ROSS M'Neill. 

SUTHER- morning, and is not able to be here. The one who is not able to be here 
LAND. g e n t me a statement which he had prepared to read before the Commission. 

BETTYHILL. 25737. You were elected a delegate along with two other persons, ono 
of whom we have heard and another who is not able to attend 1—He 

Rev.̂  John^ met with an accident this morning, He handed me this paper (produces 
paper). 

25738. This statement is perhaps rather too long to read. Could you 
give us the substance of it in your verbal evidence, or is it desirable that 
we should read it 1—It is not my statement. 

25739. Is this a statement on behalf of the people, or a statement 
referring to a particular personal case Ì—It is both. 

25740. I think we will take your own statement first.—' I was appointed 
' delegate at a meeting held in the Free Church on Wednesday 20th June 
4 1883, by the crofters of Coldbacke and Rhi-Tongue. In the district I 
4 represent there are eleven crofters, who hold from one to five acres of 
4 arable land, and pay from 30s. to £7 between rent and taxes. Their 
4 common pasture is (Jnocand Fhreiceadain (Sentinel Hill). 1. Rents.— 
1 The rents are considered high. Within the recollection of some of 
1 themselves their rents were doubled. Since the year 1808 the rises were 
c (1) a lot of 2 | acres was rented at 20s., which was considered a hardship 
4 at the time; (2) the lot of 2 | was rented at £ 4 ; this was done after 
4 a southern sheep-farmer of the name of Clarke (and Anderson, factor) had 
1 moved Lord Reay to re-value the land ; (3) 4s. added for road money 
' and 6s. for work that was wont to be done by the crofters ; the road-
4 money had to be paid by every young man as well as old, and whether he 
4 held a croft or not; this was about thirty years ago. The 103. of 
4 additional rent were not taken off, though we pay road money now, and 
' though we know and all acknowledge that to give labour or money in 
4 lieu of work to the laird, to whom a reasonable or rather unreasonable 
' rent is at the same time paid, is wrong—most unjust. Still rents are 
' raised as often as a change of tenant takes place. And three years ago 
* there was an attempt made to raise our rents, which failed, for well-
4 known reasons. 2. Houses.—Their dwellings contain two rooms and 
' a closet. They were built and are kept in repair by themselves. 
4 They were built on certain conditions ; these were—that if evicted 
4 within seven years two-thirds of their value was to be considered as 
4 belonging to the tenant; if within fourteen years one-third, and if after 
4 nineteen years nothing—the whole belongs to the proprietor. Some 
4 timber and lime were given by the Duke's agent for building them; six 
4 couples for a thatched house, which requires about fifteen ; twenty couples 
4 for a slated house ; and some tabling for the walls; but no doors nor 
4 windows. Three bolls of lime were given ; and for outhouses, all of 
4 which were built by the crofter, permission at certain seasons was granted 
4 to cut down natural wood. 3. Stock :—An average of three head of 
4 cattle and six sheep. 4. Required:—"We want re-valuation of our 
4 lots, larger holdings, security against eviction?, and compensation for 
4 unexhausted improvements. Coidbackie, in parish of Tongue.—There 
4 are eleven crofters in Coulbackie and Rhi-Tongue district, viz.:— 

4 The Free Church minister, having 5 acres, and paying £ 5 10 O 
4 Widow M'Kay, . . . 1 „ ,, 1 10 O 
• Mrs Munro, 5 „ „ 7 O O 
1 Widow Alexander M'Kay, 2f „ „ 4 4 0 
4 Hugh M'Kay, 2 | „ ,, 5 1 6 
* James M'Kay, U „ „ 3 O O 
•John Bruce, , . . l | „ „ 2 18 0 
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SUTHER­
LAND. 

BErrYiiiLL. 

Rev. John 
RossM-Xcill. 

' Andrew Ross, having . . 2 | acres, and paying 
' William M'Kay, 2§ „ „ 

M'Kay, . . . 2f „ 
Sutherland, . . . 3 ,, „ 

' These hold from one to five acres, and pay from 30s. to £7. 

25741. In the district you represent there are eleven crofts 1—There 
are. 

25742. And each crofter holds from one to five acres of arable land 1— 
Yes 

257iS. Their common pasture is called Sentinel Hil l ; is it a spacious 
and convenient pasture ?—It is. 

25744. At what period was this little district formed ? is it an old 
place Ì Have there been crofters there from time immemorial; or was 
the land lotted out at a recent period ?—I cannot answer the question with 
that exactness I should like, but Iknow that some of them are descendants 
of those who were evicted from Ribigill to make room for sheep. 

25745. Where is Ribigill ?—To the west of the district, about four or 
five miles. 

25746. Is it still adjacent to those crofters' lands ?—Not quite. 
25747. Does it march with their hill pasture ?—I think so ; that is my 

opinion. 
25748. now long have you been acquainted with the district ?—Only 

three and a half years. 
25749 Are the crofters at the present moment in a state of great 

depression and poverty ?—They are. 
25750. Is it your impression that the rents a3 here stated are too high ; 

are they higher than the fair value of the land ?—It is my impression that 
they are high. 

25751. They seem to have been raised at three or four different periods. 
Do you know whether any benefit was conferred upon those people in 
connection with their rents being raised, or any improvement made upon 
the lands by the proprietor 1—1 am not aware. I know that the 
proprietor has improved, but 1 am not sure that it was in connection 
with the raising of the rents, and I rather think not. 

25752. Of what nature are the improvements on this portion of his 
property!—He has given encouragement to them to build better houses. 

25753. Has he done anything for roads ?—There is a road through to 
Coulbackie—a county road. 

25754. Are there any other outlays the proprietor has made, in tho 
way of draining and fencing for instance?—I am not aware. Geneially 
speaking the people themselves drain and fence and trench their lots. 

25755. Are you cognisant of any case of eviction which has ever taken 
place in this township ?—No. 

25756. When the tenants fall into arrears of rent are they proceeded 
against summarily, or is time given to them to pay up their arrears ?— 
There is time given to them—at least in some cases. 

25757. Do you know of any case in which a removal has taken placo 
on account of arrears of rent ?—Not within my district. 

25758. Are the dwelling houses generally of a very mean character 1— 
No, they are better than the houses in the surrounding districts. 

25759. Are they generally houses built with stone and lime?—They 
are. 

25760. Are they slated ?—Some of them ; perhaps I should say most 
of them. 

25761. Are they houses of two rooms?—-Two rooms and a closet. 
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SUTHER- 25762. Have any houses of that kind been built since you came to the 
L ^ P - place?-Yes. 

BETTYHILL 25763. In your statement you say they were built and were kept in 
repair by the people themselves; but then it appears by the explanation 

Rev. John that they are not built eutirely at their own expense—Quite so ; that is 
Ross M'.seill. t n e general statement made by the people themselves at a meeting we had, 

at which I took down their statement. The proprietor did give some 
assistance. 

25764. Have you heard it generally stated since you were here that 
the people were dissatisfied with the conditions on which the houses were 
built ?—Yes. 

25765. I mean, not recently, since the present movement began; but 
did you hear so at a previous period 1—They have said so to me. 

25766. From an earlier period Ì—From an earlier period. 
25767. The statement says that after nineteen years have elapsed the 

whole of the houses would then belong to the proprietor; there would 
be no compensation paid afterwards upon that 1—None whatever. 

25768. Do you think that such a house would have any material value 
after the lapse of nineteen years, if it were kept in good repair ? Would 
it still be a substantial house ?—I think so; 1 am sure it would. 

25769. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—Have you got anything else to 
state on behalf of the people generaUy of your parish 1—I have to 
say that I know there are loud complaints that there is no encourage­
ment given to the young people to stay at home, and to get lots to 
work ; nor is there much encouragement given to those who do stay 
at home to seek employment. My meaning is that the young and 
able-bodied men have to leave the country during the larger half of 
the year to seek employment far from their homes. Consequently 
much of what they earn away from home is spent away from 
home, and they do not therefore benefit their families by their earnings 
as they might otherwise do if they were enabled to earn their bread 
at home. 

25770. Are you a native of Sutherland ?—-I am not. 
25771. Where did you come from?—Tyree. I may say I come from 

Skye, but I happen to have been born in Tyree. 
25772. Do you concur in what has been stated by some of the previous 

delegates, that there is a large field for young men in the county of 
Sutherland if it were opened up to them 1—I do. 

25773. Do you think it would be useful and profitable for the county 
for the young men to get employment at home instead of going abroad ? 
—I think so. 

25774. And there is nothing in your mind to prevent this to a great 
extent being developed in this county ?—No, not bt> far as I know. 

25775. All that is necessary is the means and inclination Ì—Yes. 
25776. The hands are here to do it 1—They are when they are at 

home; but most of the people are away just now, earning daily bread 
in the rest of the country. 

25777. But if encouragement were given all the year round would they 
prefer working at home in the country 1—During the winter season when 
they are at home a good deal could be done in the way of giving them 
employment, but I am sorry to say there is little being done. 

25778. I am referring more to the opening up of big sheep farms, and 
forming a number of smaller farms within the reach of the people of 
moderate means ; do you think that would be a wise thing to do 1—I do 
think so, and I think it is a thing our young men are looking for—it is 
what they would like. 



Minutes of Evidence. 1G29 

25779. Although young men from Sutherland do go away, it is from STJTHER-
no want of attachment to their country that they do so ?—I believe it is LAND, 
not, I believe they are warmly attached to their native country. BETTYHILL. 

25780. Is it from hard necessity that they are obliged to do it ?—It is. 
25781. Do you suppose now that if a croft were enclosed to such an Rev. John 

extent that it would really of itself support a family respectably, there R o s s M'NeUl. 
would be any danger of the croft being subdivided ?—No, provided the 
proprietor gave new land to the young men who asked for it, 

25782. And so long as there was any land in the country do you think 
the proprietor ought to do so ?—I think so. 

25783. Do you find the people in the place quite peaceable and 
industrious ?—Very quiet, very peaceable, very intelligent, and very 
orderly. 

25784. Are there many inns or public houses in the parish ?—Only 
one. 

25785. Where is it ?—At Tongue village. 
25786. Are there any grocer's licences in the parish ?—Not one so far 

as I am aware. 
25787. So far as your observation has led you, do you concur in what 

has been said, that there is a great want of harbour or quay accommoda­
tion in the whole north-west of Sutherland ?—I d o ; I know that it is 
very difficult, during the winter season especially, to prosecute any kind of 
fishing. 

25788. And both in exporting and importing there is hardship and 
expense placed upon the people which might be avoided ?—There is ; and 
I think the want of harbour accommodation is one of the great draw­
backs of this coast. 

25789. Are you aware if the attention of the proprietor has been drawn 
to the improvement of that ?—Often ; I know that his attention has been 
directed frequently to it. 

25790. Why does it come to nothing ?—That is what I cannot tell. 
25791. Sir Kenneth Mackenzie.—Do you know the circumstances of the 

people of Tyree?—No. 
25792. Of Skye?—I do, and also of Lewis and of the islands. 
25793. You mentionedjthat the rents here seemed to you to be high ; are 

they high compared with the rents in Skye and Lewis ?—In the district 
which I represent I think they are higher. 

25794. Than in Skye or Lewis ?—It is difficult for one to speak for 
the whole island. 

25795. You think they are high I—I did not think of comparing them, 
but I know Skye pretty weU, and Lewis, and I know that Coulbackie 
and Scullourie are more highly rented than some places I could mention 
on those islands. 

25796. Do you think the people here are auxious to find work in the 
winter months ?—They say so to me, and I see no reason to doubt them. 

25797. It is an old custom in the Highlands to lie on their oars from 
Christmas till seed time 1—-Some of them do work when they can get it. 

25798. Is the weather similar to what it is in Skye and Lewis?—Not 
so wet 

25799. It is more suitable for outdoor work ?—It is. 
25800. Ha3 encouragement to build houses been given since ever you 

have been here ?—Yes. 
2.r801. You have not noticed that the encouragement has been increased 

wi hin the last few months?—Yes. 
25802. Mr Cameron.—You have stated that you thought the rents 

were high, and you compared the rents with the number of acres of arable 
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SUTIll'.R- land j at tne same time you said that the hill pasture was good. Do you 
LAND. n o t think that the condition of the hill pasture ought to be taken into 

BETTYUILL a c c o u n - -n criticising the rents ?—Yes, I do. 
25803. Supposing the crofters had arable land and no hill pasture; in 

Rev. John that case almost any rent would be too high, would it not?—It depends 
R.;as M'Keill. U p 0 n the nature of the soil. If there was very good soil, of course thoy 

could live on it without any hill pasture. 
25804. You mean that hill pasture to a crofter in the Highlands is 

essential 1—It is. 
25805. And therefore ought fairly to be taken into consideration in 

judging whether the rent is a fair one or not 1—It should. 
25806. You mentioned in answer to the chairman that assistance 

had been given by the proprietor to people in erecting their houses, but I 
did not understand what that assistance was %—Some timber and slate 
until such time as they could relieve him; and also some lime. The 
statement which I handed in refers not so much to the present as to the 
past. 

25807. You seem to dislike any of the young men from Sutherland 
going away. I suppose you don't mean to say absolutely that you cannot 
bear the idea of any young man going abroad 1—To be sure not. 

25808. You are aware, I suppose, that much of the greatness of this 
country is derived from people who have gone to the colonies and foreign 
lands %—-Yes ; and the fact is many of them do go abroad. 

25809. You do not object altogether to any one going abroad 1— 
Certainly not. I was making general statements. 

25810. You were making special statements 1—I know young men from 
this country have succeeded very well elsewhere. I have met with them 
in the south as well as in other parts of the country, and I know that they 
do very well. 

25811. In your position as adviser, or friend, on the whole would you 
wish to deter any young man from going abroad to build up his fortune 
in any of the British colonies Ì—Never. 

[ADJOURNED.] 

BETTYII1LL, SUTHERLAND, WEDNESDAY, JULY 25, 1883. 

(See Appendix A, LXIV.) 

Present:— 

Lord NAPIER AND ETTRICK, K.T., Cliainnan. 
Sir KENNETH S. MACKENZIE, Bart. 
DONALD CAMERON, Esq. of Lochiel, M.P. 
C. FRASER-MACKINTOSH, Esq., M.P. 
Sheriff NICOLSON, LL.D. 
Professor MACKINNON, M.À. 

PETER M 'KAY, Crofter, Strathtongue (80)—examined. 

(See Appendix A, LXIV.) 
Poter M'Kay. 25812. TJie Chairman.—Had you ever any other occupation?—I was 

thirty-five years a builder carrying on slater work and carpenter work. 
25813. Have you been elected a delegate 1—Yes. 
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25814. By the people in Strathtongue 1—Yes, and Dalchurn and SUTHEK-
Blundy, which only contain thirteen crofters altogether. LAND. 

25815. Have these places always been townships, or have they been TJETTYHILI. 
allotted in your recollection 1—They have been townships since before my 
recollection, but only occupied by one tenant—one tenant iu each of them. Petor M'Kay. 

25816. Where were the additional people brought from ?—They were 
brought from the heights of the strath in order to make way for extending 
sheep farms at two or three different times, till at last they got their farm 
to their own mind and put all the people to the breadth of the sea-shore, 
where they are in danger of losing their stock and even their children over 
the rocks. 

25817. Is the number of crofts increasing—is the subdivision going 
on, or is it stopped 1—The subdivision went one again in 1808. There 
were then six crofters. Again in 1815 there were other six put in, aud 
lately by the present factor there was one lot divided into two, makiug 
thirteen altogether. 

25818. How long ago is that ?—It is about eighteen years since the 
last lot was divided. 

25819. Why was he brought in ; was he a sou of one of the crofters, 
or was he brought in from the outside ?—He had the half of a croft in 
Dalcharn, the next township, and he was turned out by the present factor 
for a son-in-law of the ground officer, and the factor gave him a croft in 
Blandy. 

25820. How long is it since the last increase of rent took place 1—The 
last great increase was in 1808 ; but I am not quite sure of the date, 
because an old man is apt to get rusty, and my memory would require to 
be assisted. 

25821. Have there been any new houses built in the township lately ? 
—There were a great many built in 1832, more than the people required, 
and far more than their means could bear. The most of those who were 
tenants at that time are in their graves now, and went to their graves 
insolvent. Other people have built houses, and have never got a thing 
from the Duke for them but the bare rent. 

25822. That was in 1832?—In 1832. 
25823. Are the houses which were built in 1832 inhabited by the 

people ?—They were inhabited by the people at that time, but in a few 
years afterwards some of the people emigrated to America and the houses 
were valued by the Duke's factor, and some of the people had to pay £ 2 0 
for the houses for which they had never got a farthing from the Duke ; 
others were valued at £ 8 and so on. 

25824. Are the houses which were built in 1832 still standing"—They 
are still standing. 

25825. Are they inhabited I—Yes. 
25826. You said they were too good for the people long ago. Do they 

seem too good for the people now, or are they just what the people 
require 1—I did not mean that they were too good for the people, but that 
the people would have done with less accommodation—the houses were too 
good for their means. 

25827. You mean they were too expensive for the people to build ?— 
Yes. 

25828. How much would it cost at that time for the people to build a 
house ? The people built the wall, I understood, and the proprietor put on 
the roof ?—Yes, he only gave the roof. 

25829. Who gave the timber?—They only got planted timber, which is 
now gone away this long time. It was not foreign timber, but planted 
timber from Inverness and this place. 
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SUTHER- 25830 . W h a t are the houses covered with—thatch or slate 1—At that 
LAND. ^-11Iie mostIy, except one or two houses, they were covered with divots and 

BETTYUILL. thatch. A few people who were getting better up in the world by having 
' good dutiful sons got their houses slated. They were not able to do that 

Peter M'Kay. th^m^elves, but it was done through their family coming up, and being by 
g iod example and training dutiful sons, who helped their parents to slate 
their houses. Most of the houses, however, are still under thatch, aud 
many a drop the people have upon their head too. 

25831 . Are the crofts all of the same size?—No , they are not all the 
same size. 

25832. Have you got a large or a small croft?—First it was my father 
who go t the croft, and there is a map in the Duke's Tongue office which 
will show how much arable land there was in the croft at that time. I 
th ink there would not be two acres of arable laud altogether when I got 
it. I improved the lot and made it one piece. The factor gave me a 
piece of very bad ground, se steep tha t I could not work it, and I 
promised that I would improve part of it, and I improved twelve acres of 
new ground between the old lot and the new one. 

25833 . You have now got twelve acres of improved ground altogether ? 
—-Yes, I have fully tha t—about fourteen. 

25834. What is your rent?—-£5, 5s. 4d. 
25835. Have you got good hill pasture ?—No we have not. 
25836. Have you any hill pasture ?—We have hill pasture. W e have 

• about six square miles of heather pasture—no thing but heather—which 
is divided between 1GO crofters. We have double the number of the cattle 
upon it for the number of enf ters , and it is of no avail to us for that 
reason. 

25837. D o you make any use of the hill pasture ?—Yes, we do. 
25838. How many sheep do you keep upon it ?—It is eight sheep I 

have myself. 
25839. W h a t stock do you k e e p ; how many cows ?—I keep three cows. 
25840 . And followers—young cattle ?—May be a calf and stirk ; 

tha t is all I have jus t now. 
25841 . Aud horses?—Two horses, because the ground I have is so 

Bteep that I require a good pair of horses to work it ; but they are idle 
with me a great part of the year. 

25842. How long have you been paying £ 5 , 5s. 4d. of rent ?—Since 
1829. 

25843. Your rent has not been raised since 1829 ?—Yes, four or five 
times by some tr i f les—£1 at one time, 5s. a t another time, and 4s. a t 
another time. 

25544. Your present rent is £ 5 , 5s. 4 d . ; how many years have you 
had it at that sum—how long have you been paying that ?—About forty-four 
years. 

25845. You have been paying your present rent of £ 5 , 5s. 4d. for forty-
four years ?—Yes, as far as my recollection serves me. 

25846. Then your own rent has not been raised for forty-four years ?— 
No, not from that present sum. 

25847. You have been paying the same rent for forty-four years ?— 
Yes. 

25848. And you have been improving your ground all the time ?—I 
have been improving the ground, and I built a mill for the tenants, of 
which I have only had the benefit as one of the tenants. I was promised 
many a thing when I built it, but never got it. I laid out £ 6 5 0 upon 
the new ground and buildings, which left my rent without altering . 

25849 . When you say you have laid out £ 6 5 0 , do you count the value 
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of your labour?—I do not count the value of my labour at all, but the SUTFIEU-
labour of those who did the work, whom I paid with money. LAND. 

25850. Can you tell mc from your own accounts how much you have BETTTH"ILL. 
paid in money in improving the ground ?—Every farthing I say, between 
labour and timber and slate and lime and smithy expenses upon these Peter M'Kay. 
improvements—altogether clear and clean cash. 

25851. When you say you have' laid out £650 in that way, do you 
include wages you have paid in the regular cultivation of the croft; or do 
you merely include the wages you have paid for substantial improvements? 
•—For substantial improvements—what I have paid to tradesmen and 
labourers for building dykes, making drains, trenching, and smithy 
expenses. 

25852. Did you receive any security for the reimbursement of any por­
tion of the £650 ?—I was promised by the late Duke that I would get a 
lease, but I never got it, and that led me to make these improvements 
more than I would otherwise have done. I petitioned the Duke last year 
to give me some compensation for all this money, being an old man and 
my family being taken away by death, except one daughter who is a 
widow, and I cannot work a stroke; but the factors were putting in things 
which were not true, and spoiled the thing upon me altogether, I was 
wanting some compensation while I was alive, which would not be long, 
but I did not get anything, and I was blaming the factor for the whole, 
the Duke being a childish fellow himself. He is a good man, but very 
childish, and takes factors to be infallible, and will not come to investigate 
the case between the factor and his tenants. 

25853. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—"What factor are you referring to ?—In 
one point to our present factor, but in other things to his predecessors. 
But I may say he is the worst we have ever had. I may say that 
distinctly, and I have many a reason for saying it. 

25854. You are paying £ 5 odds of rent to the Duke, and you have laid 
out £650 ; if you put interest upon that at 5 per cent, that would be 
£30 a year would it not?—I cannot follow you in these figures, because 
my father was thrown out of a good place into a croft of an acre and a 
half, and had not meaus to give me education. He had to put me to 
herding, and all the education I ever got was what I taught myself 
when herding. 

25855. Supposing you put that £050,'into the bank you would get 
something for it would you not ?—I would expect that. 

25850. So that the place is standing you a good deal more rent in the 
year than what you pay ?—A good deal for keeping it in order. Those 
new things cost me as much as the rent, and I am only keeping them up 
for the Duke. 

25857. You said you keep two horses?—Yes, with no use for them, 
only for six weeks when laying down the crop; but I would require to 
leave the place barren unless I had the horses. 

25858. Could you work double the quantity of land with the pair of 
horses?—Yes, nearly five times as much. These horses are too heavy for 
me, and the grass upon the place wont keep them in working condition. 
Are the people in the town which you represent pretty well off 
in their circumstances or are they poor ?—They are generally poor; but 
according to Providence some of them will be in better circumstance than 
others. Some of them, by having large families and dutiful sons, get 
better on than others, but that is not from the land. 

25859. In your own case, does the land support you ?—No, that is the 
case with the three townships I represent, and mostly in the whole district 
of Tongue ; it applies to the whole district of Tongue what I say. 

5 L 



1634 Highlands and Islands Commission. 

25860. Sir Kenneth Mackenzie.—You have spent £650 on this place ; 
after spending all the money, if the Duke were to give you a nineteen 
years' lease and you were to subset the holding, what rent could you get 
for it 1—I would not get the rent I am paying for i t 

25861. After spending £650 ?—No, it is bad ground. Sometimes I 
cannot get out of it the seed I put in. I cannot gather manure, and I had 
to buy artificial manure; and I was prohibited taking sea-ware by the 
factor, and then I could not work at all. 

25862. What was the good of spending £650 if it brought nothing 
back ?—I was foolish, and- looked for better days, and wished to be in the 
place that my father lived in. But I see myself a very foolish man to­
day. 

25863. But the Duke has gained nothing more by it than you have Ì— 
He has gained by it because I improved his estate. 

25864. But if the croft will not fetch any more money than it fetched 
before, it has not been improved ?—It is worth more money for grazing, 
but where would my crop be? 

25865. If it is worth more than before, what rent could you get from 
another for it if you were to let it ?—I do not see that I would get any 
one to take it at all, because they know the place to be so bad that they 
would not take i t ; that is my real opinion. 

25866. Professor Mackinnon.—How do you make out the £650 you 
spent upon the croft ?—By measuring the land and drains and fences. 

25867. Did you keep an account of it aU ?—I kept an account, but I 
cannot say that I could gather it together now. But the very place will 
make it out; the ground will show for itself. 

25868. You mean your own labour that you expended ?—I do not 
mean anything I expended myself. 

25869. Is the £650 what you paid to other people ?—Yes ; I never 
put 6d. upon my own labour. 

25870. How were you paying other people for improving the croft ?—I 
only kept account of the money I paid out, not upon anything I have done 
myself. 

25871. What was the money paid for—for making drains ?—Trench­
ing, making drains, building fences and houses, and smithy expenses. 

25872. What do you mean by smithy expenses ?—It was this ; there 
were some parts where the gravel being so hard, I had to pay more smithy 
expenses for picks and things than for the rood of ordinary trenching— 
owing to the ground being naturally stiff and hard. 

25873. The smithy expenses were those that were connected with the 
improvement ?—But the whole of the ground was not that. 

25874. You do not include of course the ordinary smithy expenses of 
keeping up the croft, ploughs and horses?—I think you wuul 1 not 
expect I would include that. 

25875. Sheriff Nicolson.—What kind of house have you?—I have a 
house of two rooms and a little garret, a good kitchen, a carpenter's shop, 
stable, byre, and a good large barn, and a good outer house for keeping 
timber in, which I have no use for just now, but only it cost me 
money. All the houses are good enough, because I am a mason myself. 

25876. Your houses are rather superior ?—Not outside. 
25877. Are they slated or thatched ?—Slated; the barn, stable, shop, 

and byre are all slated. 
25878. Did you build them yourself?—I did; it was by my orders it 

was done. I was maybe only as one hand, or providing things for the 
workmen. I had other masons doing i t 
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55879. Was the wood supplied to you by the landlord?—Only for the SUTIIF.R-
dwelling house, which is about 36 feet long by 12 broad. I only go t the LAND, 
roof of the dwelling house ; I never got an inch for the other houses. RFTTYHUL. 

25880 . Did you get lime also Ì—-No. 
25881 . Have you kept the house yourself in repair all the time you Peter V. 'Kay. 

have lived in it ?—Yes, and I have never got a grain of lime from the 
factor, and only now and then I would get that same. 

25882. What kind of houses have the people round about you—are 
tbey anything of the same sort as yours ?—There are a few of them of 
the same sort—most of them are, bu t they do not build those additions 
for the steading as I did. I had money about my hand and did this , 
being foolish, and I am at last left in the lurch. The Duke has the hous a, 
and I am without money and without house when he likes to evict me. 

25883. The Chairman.—Did you ever know anybody who was evicted 
in your township ?—No, no t in my memory ; they were only huddled in 
with us, not evicted. 

Rev. THOMSON MACKAY, Parish Minister, Tongue (35)—examined. 

25884. The Chairman.—How long have you been minister in your Rev. Thomson 
present charge ?—For seven years. Mackay. 

25885. Were you here yesterday ?—I was. 
25886. Did you hear the evidence tha t was given ?—Every word of it. 
25887. Would you be so kind as to make any remarks which occur to 

you in connection with the evidence ?—I may remark that I have not 
been appointed a delegate, but in respectful obedience to the Commission 
I am willing to give any information I can. With respect to the evidence, 
I think the holdings are too small as a rule. Through the constant 
application of sea-ware the land is exhausted. They must use the sea-ware. 
If a larger holding could be givpn to the crofters whereby parts of the 
land could get rest, the people would be in comfort, but the land is 
exhausted every year with sea-ware. I am of opinion that the less sea-ware 
they would use the better, but in present circumstances they must use 
sea-ware to force a crop out of the land. 

25888. We heard a good deal stated about the effect of the wind upon 
the crofts, and the loss of crop by wind and stress of weather. Is that 
the case in your neighbourhood?—I t was the case last year. 

25889. Is it frequently the case ?—Not in the Tongue district, with 
which I am best acquainted. 

25890 . The smallness of the croft is a disadvantage ?—I th ink so. 
25891. Wha t do you think of the facilities that exist for enlarging the 

area of crofts—could that be done in your dis t r ic t?—It could not be done 
without taking the landlord's interest into consideration. 

25892. Could the crofts be enlarged by adding to them on their own 
borders from other lands ; or would it be necessary to take the people and 
transplant them elsewhere ?—It would be necessary to transplant them 
elsewhere. 

25893. What do you think about the scale of rental ?—I have been a 
minister in Argyleshire for half a year, in the island of Ulva, and I was a 
student missionary in the island of Tyree, and also assistant to the late 
Rev. John Macleod of Morven, and I consider tha t the rents of the 
crofters in Argyllshire are much higher than the rents of the crofters in 
the Reay country. But the Argyllshire men on the other hand have 
steamboat communication, and cau send their produce direct to the mark e t ; 
any produce in the shape of eggs and dairy produce they can send to the 
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SLITHER- best markets in the south, We have no steamboat communication in the 
LAND. n o r t k 

BETTÌ'HILL. 25S94. Comparing the stock kept by the crofters in the two countries, 
is the stock here superior or inferior 1—The breed here is inferior, but the 

Kev. Thomson people have more cattle. 
Mackay. 25895. Do you see any improvement in the breed since you came here fl 

—Not much. 
25896. We heard yesterday that the Duke was in the habit of keeping 

a good bull or bulls for improving the breed 1—I do not think there is one 
of that kind in my neighbourhood. 

25897. Do you think the accommodation in the houses is such as to be 
prejudicial to the health or morals of the people; or are they sufficiently 
and decently housed ?—They are sufficiently and decently housed. 

25898. Better than in the Western islands ?—Yes. 
25899. Mr Cameron.—What is the general condition of the crofters in 

your district as to means of comfort 1—On the whole with the most of 
them it is a struggle for existence. 

25900. Do you find some of them are poorer than others, or are their 
means pretty much the same 1—They are poorer, but there are degrees of 
poverty amongst them. 

25901. Do you find that those who are comparatively well off are 
willing to assist their poorer neighbours in times of distress ?—Yes. 

25902. How many of the people have got relations in the colonies Ì— 
Not many in the colonies. There are some, but not many. 

25903. Did many of the people emigrate to America 1—A few, but not 
very many. 

25904. What class of people chiefly emigrate ?—Chiefly young men. 
25905. Are they generally dissuaded from doing so by their parents, or 

do their parents encourage the ideal—There is a tie of natural affection 
between mother and son; she is unwilling to part with her son. 

25906. And does she push it to the length of preventing young men 
from going abroad to better their position ; or is it simply an expression 
of natural affection 1—The expression of natural affection. 

25907. You state that the lands on the borders of the crofts would 
not be available for enlarging the area of the crofts ; what is the nature 
of the lands on the borders of the crofts—in whose occupation is i t ]— 
Sheep farms. 

25908. Why in your opinion would it not be suitable for enlarging the 
crofts ?—The present interests are concerned, it would be a matter of time. 

25909. But if the Duke chose when the leases of these farms are out, 
could he not take, with advantage to the crofters and without any great 
disadvantage to himself, a portion of these farm3 so as to enlarge the 
holdings of the crofters Ì—The question of rents comes in there. 

25910. Have you ever considered the question of comparing the rents 
paid by crofters with the rents paid by large sheep farmers for a similar 
quality of ground ?—No, I have not studied that. 

25911. Then you are not in a position to give an opinion as to the 
rents paid by one class as compared with the other. Do you think that 
the crofters pay on an average as high rents for a similar quality of land 
as the large sheep farmers do 1—Yes, I think that. 

25912. Then, in that case, the Duke would not be a loser, would he, if 
he let a portion of these farms to the crofters ?—I do not think so. 

25913. Have you ever had any conversation with the large farmers 
themselves on the subject ?—I have. 

25914. What do you find their opinion to be about it? Do they, in 
conversation with you, think it possible that without altogether spoiling 
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the remaining portion of the large farm, some of it might be added to the SUTHEB-
crofters' lots as opportunity offers ?—Not as a rule ; they do not think LAXD. 
so. They think it pays the Duke better to have large farms. BJÌTTYIÌILI.. 

25915. I am not so much referring to that as to whether in their 
opinion the occupation of the large farm could be carried on profitably by Bev. Thomson 
them as tacksmen if a portion were taken away and added to the adjacent -Mackay. 
crofts %—I do not think that they would approve of that. 

25916. Do you^know on what account %—Probably on the grounds of 
selfish interest. 

25917. Have you ever heard it stated that one difficulty in the way 
might be—I am talking of the country which you know and I don't—that 
it would be difficult to keep the sheep on the upper or higher lands if the 
low grounds used for wintering were devoted to other purposes %—I have 
never heard the question put in that shape. 

25918. Do you think from the nature of these large farms in the vicinity 
of Tongue, that a portion might be allotted to crofters and yet leave a 
sufficient portion available for wintering so as not altogether to interfere 
with the proper working of the large farm 1—I do not think that could be 
carried out if the sheep farming system is to be continued ; they must have 
low and high ground, and if the crofter system is to be continued they 
must have the same. 

25919. Could these large farms in the vicinity of Tongue be so 
redistributed so that a portion of the high ground and a portion of the 
low ground could be left with the farmer, and a portion of the high ground 
and a portion of the low ground given to the crofters—could that be 
worked Ì—I think so. 

25920. In that case would it not meet the objection which you 
stated to the Chairman that the lands adjacent to the crofts were not 
available for adding to the crofts 1—Yes. 

25921. What I mean is this—are the large farms so situated that they 
might be divided longitudinally, reducing the size, but giving a proportion 
to the crofters, and not taking away merely the low ground and adding 
that to the crofter, and leaving the high ground without anybody to occupy 
it \—I think the two would be mutually exclusive. I think it must 
be either a sheep farm entirely or a croft entirely — a fairly large 
holding. 

25922. I understand you to mean that if anything was done by the 
Duke in the direction asked for by the people, he would require to take 
the whole of the large farm adjacent and devots it exclusively to crofting; 
it could not be left partly in a large farm aud partly given to a crofter ? 
—I t would bs a difficult)', whether large farmers would come forward and 
bid for holdings of that kind, if the large farms were divided. It would 
interfere with freedom of contract. 

25923. I am talking about what in your opinion the Duke might do 
voluntarily of his own accord. Supposing you were in the position of the 
Duke, do you think, from your knowledge of the country, that a re-arrange­
ment might be made so as to afford satisfaction to the people without any 
considerable sacrifice of rent on the part of his Grace 1—As a question 
of rent I could not give au exact answer. 

25924. In your opinion, if it were done at all the large farms should 
b3 altogether devoted to crofters or left as large farms 1—Quite so. 

25925. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—You spoke about young men emigrating 
from the neighbourhood, is there really any prospect in the parish here 
for an active young man, a member of a crofter's family Ì—In present 
circumstances I could not conscientiously advise young men to remain in 
this north country. 



1 6 3 8 Highlands and Islands Commission. 

SLITHER- 25926. There is no prospect for them in their own country at present 1 
LAND. — j c o u i ( i n o t advise them to remain here. 

B YHILL. 25927. Supposiug there was a strong young man who wanted to remain 
' in the country and to get a smaU holding of his own, and he went to the 

Rev. Thomson authorities and asked for it, what reply would he probably get 1—A new 
Mackay. holding or an old one ? 

25928. A new ho ld ing?—He would probably get the reply that there 
was no land for him. 

25929. For him ?—For him. 
25930 . Professor Mackinnon.—I suppose you know the whole parish 

of Tongue Ì—Yes. 
25931 . And the neighbouring parish of Duruess?—Yes. 
25932. Between the land occupied by crofts and the land occupied 

by big farms, do you say that the low ground and high ground are about 
equ dly distributed between t h e m ; in all the big farms is there a good 
aid of low ground suitable for cultivation 1—Yes. 

25933. Is there much about the same proportion of ground suitable for 
cultivation upon the big farms as there is upon the crofts around us here 

' —pasture and arable combined 1—Yes, and better land, more fertile land. 
25934. D o you know about the relative rent that is being paid acre 

for acre, high and low, arable and pasture, between the crofter and big 
farmer Ì—No. I have not studied that. 

25935. But your opinion is that the crofter pays about as much as the 
big farmer 1—For the ex tent of his land my opinion is that he pays fully 
as much. 

25936. I happen to have a paper here which jus t exactly agrees with 
that. Taking pasture land and arable land, the crofter pays lOd. per 
acre and the large farmer pays lO^d. You think tha t the low ground 
suitable for cultivation on the big farms, aud now out of cultivation, is at 
l jast fully as good if not better than the low ground cultivated by 
crofters 1—I th ink so. 

25937. D o you think that the pasture ground occupied by the big 
farmers is as good as the pasture ground occupied by the crofters 1—It is 
as a rule better, bu t I daresay the crofters themselves, owing to the taking 
off divots and turf and so on, spoil their pasture. 

25938. The crofters' pasture would be worse although naturally it wa» 
the same 1—Yes. 

25939. But you think the big farmers' ground is naturally equal to the 
small crofters' ground1?—Originally they might be much about the same, 
bu t now the big farmers' ground is better. 

25940 . So tha t it is w-orth the farthing ex tra 1—Very likely. 
25941 . Then if each big farm, paying say a rent of £ 1 2 0 0 , has a fair 

proportion of ground suitable for cultivation, and its proportion of high 
hill land, would there be anything in the nature of things except the expense 
of fencing to prevent the farm being split up into two parts high and low 
together, leaving a big farm upon one side of the fence and distributing 
the ground on the other side among crofters?—I th ink tha t would work. 

25942 . Mr Cameron.—I understood you to say tha t it would not 
work ?—I mean that it would not work as at present. 

25943. I understood you to say that the sheep farms either should be 
left as sheep farms altogether or devoted to crofters altogether, and that 
they could not be divided in the way I suggested ; but now you say you 
th ink it might be done Ì—I misunderstood you. 

25944. Professor Mackinnon.—There is nothing except the cost of erect­
ing a fence to prevent such au arrangement being made if the authorities 
were willing to do so?—The stocking of the ground would be a difficulty. 
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25945. Are there many crofters throughout these two parishes of SUTHKR-
Tongue and Durness who would be able to bear the expense of removing LAND, 
to one of these places if they got it Ì—A number I think would make -, ~ 
sacrifices to enable them to occupy such a holding. 

25946. Is there a number of them who, after making a sacrifice, would Rev. Thomson 
be able with reasonable expectation of carrying it out, to do that ?—A few Mackay. 
of them—perhaps not many—with outside assistance. 

25947. From your knowledge of the people, in the country and out of it, 
do you think that there might be a reasonable expectation of outside 
assistance 1—Do vou mean Government assistance? 

25948. I was rather alluding to voluntary assistauce from friends; 
but put it that way if you like ?—Friends would help in some cases. 

25949. I suppose you know the feeling of the people is very much in 
the direction of getting more land 1—Very much. 

25950. We heard yesterday and to-day too, and from yourself also, that 
the croft for its acreage cannot be said to be too highly rented 1—As a 
rule, but there may be exceptions. 

25951. We heard also that practically there have been no evictions for 
a great number of years past 1— Practically. 

25952. Still the people ask for security of tenure 1—Yes, they do. 
25953. And compensation for improvements ?—Yes. 
25954. Do you think it is a genuine feeling in the minds of the people 

that that would be a very desirable thing to get 1—They want security of 
tenure, partly I think so that the landlord may not be in the position to 
raise the rents periodically. 

25955. What benefits do you think yourself might reasonably be looked 
for if security of tenure and compensation for improvements were 
secured to the people by right 1—It might induce the great bulk of them 
to take more interest in their holdings if they had compensation. If they 
were aware they were to have compensation in the event of their leaving 
the holding. 

25956. You think they would make the best of their holdings then Ì— 
Yes. 

25957. And would work them better than they work them now?— 
They work the arable land well enough already, but they might trench 
more new land. In fact they work their crofts too well in some cases, 
because they use too much sea-ware. 

25958. And you think relative to the south, even allowing for the 
advantage of steamboat communication, this place is not too highly 
rented %--I don't think so. 

25959. So that the great grievance is not the rent but the smallness of 
the croft?—No, it is not the rent. Some of them would be poor 
even although they had the land for nothing. 

25960. ADd you think that if the croft was twice or three times the 
size that would not be the case Ì—I think they would be in comfort if the 
holdings were enlarged. 

25961. Do you think if parties were willing to do it, there is plenty of 
suitable land in the country to give the people such a croft as that 1—I 
think so. 

25962. I see there has been no subdivision to speak of for a number 
of years back in this place ?—Not much that I know of. 

25963. Do you think that if the people got these big crofts there 
would not be a danger of subdividing the crofts and making them small 
again 1—There would need to be a sine qua noil that there should be no 
subdivision. 

25964. And you would secure that by quite as firm a right as you 
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SUTHER- would secure tenure and compensation 1—Yes; if Government interference 
LAIS D. aj- a | j j s £0 j j e ail0Wed in this case, I think it might be allowed to preveut 

BETTYH"ILL. ^ e subdivision of crofts. I know there is a difference of opiuiou as to 
Government interference. 

Rev. Thomson 25965. I observe that although the area of the crofts has remained the 
Mackay. same for thirty years under the present management, both the cattle and 

sheep of the crofters have decreased in number; were you aware of 
that Ì—No. 

25966. Do you think it could be accounted for by the people having 
heavier beasts than before ?—No, I do not think the breed has improved ; 
but perhaps their pasture has deteriorated by their taking away divots, 
turf, and peats. 

25967. In the two parishes you mentioned do you think the land is 
equally as good for arable cultivation as in the island of Tyree?—Tyree is 
a very fertile island. 

25968. But in the matter of housing and general condition the people of 
this country are probably, taking all in all, f-up:rior?—Taking all in all 
they are very comfortable tenants in Tyreej but there are a great many 
poor people, as poor as anywhere. 

25969. They are less equal in their circumstances there than here, some 
are better off and some worse off?—Yes, better off and worse off. 

25970. The Chairman.—You have been asked a number of questions 
with reference to the extension of the croft and the division of sheep farms. 
I would take the liberty of asking you whether the replies which you 
have given upon these points have been the result of previous inquiry and 
deliberation, or whether you have been answering as it were on the spur of 
the moment without previous preparation?—I have studied the question 
during the recent agitation about the crofting system. I had not paid 
much attention to the subject until the recent agitation. 

25971. But has that particular point been presented to your considera­
tion before, of the division of a large sheep farm in its whole length, 
dividing both pasture and arable land, and the restoration of a portion of 
it to the crofter—has that particular point been before you previously ?—• 
Recently, I have thought of that. 

25972. You have stated that there is a general desire on the part of 
the people for an increase of the area of their crofts, for fixity of tenure, 
and for compensation 1—I have found when I have been moving about 
among the people that they want these things. 

25973. Have you been aware that these feelings and wishes have been 
entertained in past years—for a long time past—or do you think they are 
the result of recent discussion and agitation f—They may have laiu dormant 
in former years; the thing has been quickening by recent agitation. 

25974. You think that the same wants have been almost unconsciously 
felt before, but were not expressed so much ?—Quite so, not expressed. 

25975. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—I think you stated that you wished to 
say something?—I wished to say that this north country is very badly off 
for steamboat communication, and for want of piers, I do not mean a 
harbour of refuge as some delegate stated yesterday, but piers at which a 
small steamer could land and discharge goods—piers at which fishing boats 
could be securely moored. I think there is traffic enough to keep a small 
steamer going, say for Strome Ferry to Thurso, right round the coast. 

25976. And you wish some calling place for the steamer ?—Yes, I 
do. 

25977. What place would you suggest a3 the most suitable for the two 
parishes you have been referring to Ì—There is one on the Melness side 
already, and I do not think it would cost very much. On the Tongue side 
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there is a tidal ferry at the place where the pier would be most convenient, STJTHER-
but perhaps it would not be so easy to make a harbour there. LAND. 

25978. But there are places where it could be done?—There are. I UETTYII"ILL. 
think it was stated also by the delegate that there is no right mill in the 
parish of Tongue. The little surplus bere the crofters have, many of them Rev. Thomson 
have to carry seventeen miles to get it turned into wholesome bere -Mackay, 
meal. 

Rev. JOHN STUART MACKAY, Free Church Minister, Alt-na-harra, 
Strathnaver (45)—examined. 

25979. Mr Cameron.—You have heard the evidence^given by the last Rev. John 
witness?—Yes. s- Mackay 

25980. The other Mr Mackay was questioned a good deal upon the 
subject of the possibility of giving more land to the crofters by taking it 
from the adjoining sheep farms; have you at all studied the question, 
and are you prepared to give evidence on it, or would you rather touch 
upon other points?—I am quite prepared to give evidence upon that point; 
I have made it a study. But I wish to make this statement before giving 
the evidence upon that, that I know farmers having these holdings 
personally, and holding them in the highest respect, I would not wish it 
to be supposed that in any opinion of mine I should be supposed to be 
inimical to the gentlemen. 

25981. You are acquainted with the parish of Farr?—Yes, I am a 
native of the country. 

259S2. The parishes of Farr and Tongue are adjacent ?—Yes. 
25983. And you are acquainted with both equally well?—Yes. 
259S4. You are aware that the crofts are bounded by farms on either 

side ?—Yes. 
25985. And these farms are very large ?—Very large. 
25986. What is the smallest of these large farms in rental ?—The 

smallest is about £350 . There are two farms paying about that rent, one 
of them at the extreme top end of the Strath aud the other at the lower 
end. The one at the top end is in the hands of a farmer having another farm 
extending from the other end. They were two separate farms in my time. 

25987. From your knowledge of the people do you believe there would 
be any objection on their part to migrate to these farms even although 
the distance be something considerable?—Not at all; quite the opposite. 
But it might be difficult from lack of means on the part of many of them. 

25988. Have you ever had any conversation with the tacksmen with 
whom you say you are acquainted, as to the possibility when a suitable 
opportunity offers of adding to the crofters' holding some of the land at 
present occupied by them ?—Yes, I have spoken to some on that point. 

25989. Will you tell us if these gentlemen have any objection to such 
being done, and what is the nature of their objection ?—One of them ex­
presses himself that his farm is too large, and that having respect to the rights 
of the body of the people, he thinks they ought to be more liberally dwelt 
with; and he would personally wish very much that should be done. 

25990. My questions refer exclusively at present to this; suppose the 
Duke of Sutherland were willing to do this voluntarily when the existing 
tacks are out of lease, would it be possible, and how far, to give the 
crofters what they evidently desire most ardently, additional land, out of 
these sheep farms ? I cannot talk of anything but the voluntary giving 
up of it by the Duke, and I want to know how far in your opinion, and 
that of the tacksmen, that could be profitably or satisfactorily carried out ?— 
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SUTHER- That is, by the tacksman retaining as much as would make good farms of 
LAND. them ? 

p ~ ~ 25991. Y e s ; what I wish to know is whether the tacksmen could give 
' up a portion of his farm such as would enlarge the holdings of the 

Rev. John crofters who remain, and yet be able to pay an equal rent proportionately 
S. Mackay. j o r tha t which remains as he does now for the whole ?—I do not know that 

the present tacksmen would be able to do that , because the larger the 
holding is for them the better able they are to carry on their sheep farming ; 
it is more profitable for them the larger the holding. But I have no t 
the slightest doubt that the Duke would realise a larger rental by placing 
the ground in the hands of small tenants. 

25992. I t is a fact now, is it not, that these very large sheep farms are 
so difficult to let, that it is almost impossible to get tenants 1—That is 
coming to be the case. 

25993. That is generally owing to the enormous capital required to 
stock these sheep farms at the present high price of sheep1?—Yes, and 
also on account of the high price of wintering and the badness of the 
pasture. 

25994. From that point of view, provided the Duke or any other large 
proprietor had a sufficient amount of capital to subdivide his farm, it 
would be more profitable to him to let even sheep farms of smaller size 
than at present?—I believe it would. * 

25995. There only remains the question of the possibility of dividing 
these farms in such a way as would give a moderate share, a fair 
proportion, of hill pasture for summer and wintering for the sheep in 
winter, and still leave ground suitable for the crofters 1—Yes, leaving low 
ground for the sheep, that would be on the high ground in summer, for 
the farmer, and the ground being of the same nature almost all along the 
strath, the rest could be more profitably placed in the hands of small 
tenants. 

25996. Would the laud that might be taken from the large tacks be 
div ided in your opinion more suitably up and down Ì—Much more. 

25997. Rather than horizontally V—That would not do at all. That 
would no t suit either the crofter or the large farmer; they must have it up 
and down for the waterside. 

25998. Is tha t your opinion from experience and also from conversation 
with large farmers?—Certainly. Some of the farmers express a doubt, 
and say tha t div iding the ground into small sheep farms would not pay 
the small sheep farmers better than the large sheep farmers pay their 
shepherds. The shepherds themselves say it would pay them better. 
The farmers say if the farms are divided among so many farmers as there 
are of shepherds, the farmers in these small farms would not be paid 
better than the shepherds are, but the shepherds are of a very different 
opinion. They think they could make the thing pay much better by 
having farms of that size or less, and they would give double the r en t 

25999. But tha t would hardly apply to the case of a crofter, because 
the crofter would not get as large a holding as the hirsel of a shepherd a t 
present 1—Certainly not, but the crofters would be comfortable with from 
twelve to twenty acres of higher pasture. 

26000 . And the crofter would plough and turn up the land now under 
grass 1—Certainly. The haughs are not adapted to be cropped constantly, 
they are better adapted for grass ; but in the meantime the grass is 
deteriorating for moss, and i t would be the better of being cultivated for 
a few years, which would give the crofter t ime to trench on the hillside 
and lay the ground out again in pasture, which would be very much more 
b°neficiaL I t would iu the meantime be better by put t ing the plough iu 
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and giving sustenance for his family and give an opportunity for SUTHER-
cultivation of the hillside, and then lay this out in pasture again. LAND. 

26001 . In your opinion would much of this laud which might be R E T TTH I 
occupied by crofters require draining ?—It would require draining certainly, 1LL* 
that is to say ground which was to be t renched ; but no t the ground in Rev. John 
the present haughs. S. Mackay. 

26002. In the ground which shows the remains of old cultivation, 
were there drains ?—No, tha t would require to be cultivated. 

26003. How was it cultivated before?—I t was not thoroughlv 
trenched, but merely scratched over. But that was sixty or seventy years 
ago when they had different ideas of agriculture. Had they been 
cultivating the same way as they are now, I believe the ground would 
have been worth five times its present value. 

26OOL But t h e people grew considerable crops of g ra in?—In tha t 
case they would be iufinitely better to-day, under better agricultural 
processes. 

26005. W h a t I want to know is whether in your opinion all these lets 
now under permanent pasture, and which if occupied by crofters would be 
cultivated, would require draining?—Certainly. 

26006. That would involve considerable expense ?—Yes, bu t i t would 
pay itself in a few years. 

2GOO7. Have you ever considered the question of how this expense 
might be met?—Yes. My opinion is tha t everything of tha t kind done 
by the proprietor is done at great expense, and it is scarcely worth doing 
on a large scale in this country; but by a small tenantry it could be done 
better and at half the expense compared with what it could be done by 
the proprietor giving money at so much per cent, to the holder and 
allowing him to do it. The tenant would have double interest in doing 
it well and cheaply. H e would keep down his own rental by spending 
money to the best purpose, aud the croft being his own, he would do the 
work much better thfTn it would be done under contract. 

26008. Do you think the proprietor would advance money to the 
tenant when he gave him this new land without charging him interest ? 
— N o , charge interest at a reasonable rate. 

26009. Would you consider the proprietor also entitled to ask rent as 
well as interest ?—Of course—for the hill pasture and for all the ground 
besides—rental for the ground iu its state of nature, bu t not as arable 
ground. The interest of the money would be paid on that. 

26010 . D o you think the people who appear to us to be not only 
willing but very anxious to migrate to these lauds, and to obtain a portion 
of the lands now occupied by the large farmers, would be in a position to 
enter into an arrangement of that kind, paying a rent and paying interest ? 
— A goodly number of them are, bu t that is the great difficulty I see in 
the way, that they have no capital to do it. 

26011. But you have got over the difficulty about capital by the way 
you suggest of the proprietor's finding capital Ì—Yes. 

26012. But do you think the tenant would be in a position to pay rent 
plus interest upon the new farm he would g e t ? — I think so, for this 
reason that there is a great portion of land tha t might be immediately pu t 
in cultivation until such t ime as he gradually took in the hillside ground, 
and he would only be paying interest for the money he was gradually 
spending, and his stock on the hill in the meantime would pay the rental 
of the holding. 

26013. But some portion of the expenditure would require to be laid 
out altogether and immediately ?—Yes. 

26014. The huuses would require to be built at ouce .—Yes, and chat 
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Rev. John 
S. Mackay. 

is a great difficulty. I have no doubt some of the people might be able 
to pay—they would gradually get into it with houses not very 
commodious. 

26015. Enclosures would also require to be made at once1!—That 
might be done gradually. 

2G016. There is another difficulty which I am afraid is still greater, that 
of stock ?—Yes. 

26017. Of course if they are to have larger holdings they must have 
more stock ?—That is the great difficulty we see in the way, and I believe 
his Grace would be most willing to meet the people anywhere if he only 
saw they were able to stock the ground, and by translating a number 
from places overcrowded at present it would leave room for the benefit of 
those who remain in the present places. 

26O1S. I am afraid there are one or two more difficultie;. One is the 
question of schools.—New schools will require to be built ; would not 
that add to the already heavy taxation1?—I do net think that would be a 
great difficulty. The taxation presently in this parish is only a matter of 
6d. in the pound or so. 

26019. But by this arrangement the parish would not be relieved of any 
of the existing schools, and those new schools would be additional?—There 
are schools at present in these straths for children, and they might be enlarged; 
and one or two others might be placed at other places. I do not think that 
would add very much to the rates. 

26020. It would clearly add to the rates, because a whole staff would be 
required for every one of those schools'?—We have presently schools for 
the shepherds with a pupil teacher, but not a right staff. 

26021. But not sufficiently large to accommodate a population?—No, 
but these might be enlarged at a not very great co3t. 

26022. What salary do the teachers of these shepherds' schools get?— 
Very small. 

26023. I suppose the teacher of the regular schools under inspection 
would be something on a par with the rest of the teachers in the parish ? 
—That would depend upon the community. If you put a number of 
people in one place where they would not be within reach of the school 
there would require to be a school there. 

26024. But it would be all additional ?—-Yes. 
26025. Would the Free Church to which most of the people belong find 

the money for building churches ?—Yes. I would undertake to do that. 
26026. I might eliminate that difficulty from the others ?—Yes. The 

help of friends has helped us before. Sir Kenneth Mackenzie and Mr 
Fraser-Mackintosh have already helped us to the amount of £300. 

ANGUS MACKAY, Crofters' son, Cattlefield, Farr (22)—examined. 

A. Mackay. 26027. The Chairman.—You are a student ?—Yes. 
26028. Of what I—Divinity. 
26029. Were you elected a delegate by the people ?—Yes. 
26030. Have you got any written statement ?—Yes. ' At a public 

meeting of the crofters and cottars of the townships of Achnerkickaird 
and Cattlefield in the parish of Farr, the following resolutions were 
agreed to and grievances discussed, with a view to lay them before the 
Royal Commission :—(1) That our crofts are ridiculously small, not being 
sufficient to maintain us and our families for a few months in the year. 
To enable us to pay our rents and buy meal, we have in the summer 
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1 months to go to the herring fishings, in England and East Coast of SUTIIER-
1 Scotland, or labour in the large towns of the south. Thus, we are LAND. 
* neither fishermen nor crofters in the true sense of the term, but " Jacks •-> 
* "o f all trades and masters of none." If we had crofts of the right size 
1 (from 7 to 25 acres arable land together with hill pasture) we could stay A. Mackay. 
- more at home, and devote our energies to the working of our crofts, 
1 which would then be sure to give us better returns. (2) That we have 
1 no security of tenure. Under the preseut form of the land laws we 
' can be turned off our crofts at term day, without a penny of compensa-
' tion for all our and our fathers' labour in bringing our crofts into proper 
' working order. (3) That we and our fathers have been cruelly burnt 
• like wasps out of Strathnaver, and forced down to the barren rocks of 
• the sea-shore, where we had in many cases to carry earth on our backs 
' to form a patch of land. And now, after we have improved the land, at 
1 our own expense, and built houses, our rents are raised at every 
' opportunity—always when the head of the family dies and a new name 
' is put upon the roll—to double and treble the rental before that. We 
' consider it to be unreasonable thus to raise a man's rent after he has 
' spent labour and capital on the improvement of his croft. Compensa-
' tion for improvement is a thing unknown to the small tenants here. 
1 (4) That we are too much " kept under " by the proprietor's officials. 
1 The only way that we can live here at all is by becoming absolutely 
' passive and suffering ourselves to be used and misused at the factor's 
' pleasure. The Duke of Sutherland is a good proprietor, but his officials are 
' tyrannical, (5) That the land our forefathers lived upon so happy and 
' prosperous is now under deer and sheep, and turning into moss and fog, 
' which is not profitable to man or beast, while we are huddled together in 
' small townships on the sea shore, exposed to all the fury of tho wild 
' north sea breezes, which generally carry away the little corn we have. 

- Every good piece of land was taken from us and we were planted on 
' every spot for which no other use could be found. We wart more 
' land, security against eviction, compensation for improvements, and fair 
' rent. ANGUS MACKAY.' 

2GO31. Sir Kenneth Mackenzie.—You are one of a number of delegates ? 
—Yes. 

26032. Is it understood by the other delegates that the paper you have 
read expresses the views of all 1—Yes, it is. 

26033. It is a general statement regarding this part of the parish 1—Yes. 
26031. And you have reason to believe that the others will concur in 

that ?—Yes. 
26035. You say you are used and abused by the officials of the estate 

will you be good enough to mention instances of abuse ?—I will give you 
a few specimens. The first case is one of Angus Gordon, tenant, Aird. 
In 1879 a road was made through Angus Gordon's croft while a large 
piece was taken from him at the lower end aud a lime storing-house built 
upon it. The tenant was promised surface damages as his corn was partly 
destroyed, and a reduction of rent, but on making his demands when 
paying his rent he was only laughed at, and told that they would get 
plenty men to take his croft if he was not pleased with it. As he had 
roused the ire of the officials they gave permission to the vessels carrying 
lime into the river, to use for ballast the stones of the dyke fencing in 
Gordon's lot at the lower end. The dyke was pulled down accordingly, 
and now his croft is exposed to damage from his neighbours' cattle ; and 
next year his rent was raised eighteen shillings—that was when the 
general rise was made on the rent—but he went to the Duke and the 
rent was reduced again. 
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26036. Are you aware personally that the factor gave permission to 
pull down this dyke Ì—The factor or the ground officer gave permission. 

26037. Did the captains tell you 1—They told WiUiam Gordon, and he 
is present here himself. 

26038. That they had permission to pull the dyke down ?—Yes ; and 
he believed them and could not stop them. 

26039. Have you other instances you wish to bring forward 1—I have. 
Another instance is the case of one Christina Mackay, Beathag. She 
was an old woman and permitted James Thomson, her brother-in-law, to 
live iu an end of her house, but, as the factor was at enmity with this man, 
he evicted Christina before the term, and sent the ground officer round the 
district forbidding the people upon pain of eviction to give her shelter in 
their houses. The public broke open the door of her house and she weut 
in again and stayed till the term, when she was formally to be evicted 
upon a warrant. The thing preyed upon her mind so much that when 
t h e day of final eviction came she died about twelve o'clock, broken 
hearted, the ground officer and sheriff officer being then within half a 
mile of her house on their way to evict her. 

26040 . W a s Christina Mackay in a croft I—Yes. 
26041 . D i d you know her Ì—No, I did not. 
26042. D i d she live near you 1—This was before I remember ; it was 

about twenty-five years ago. 
26043. Are there any other instances of abuse l—There was another 

instance in the western coiner of Aird. There were four lots and one of 
the lots was in the hands of two women. 

26044. What period are you speaking about1?—1860 or 1861, Mr 
Crawford was factor then. A salmon fisher from the south country came 
to fish a t Naver here, and they wanted to give him a piece of land ami 
they evicted these two women, and the other three crofters were called to 
Bettyhill , and two of them weut to Mr Crawford who asked them to sign 
a paper. They wanted to know what was in it and he refused to let them 
know. But he wanted them to sign it and forced them to do it, and they 
did so. The paper contained words to this effect, tha t they were agreeable 
to have their lands cut up. The other man who did not come to Betty-
hill was summoned out of his lot, and he had to yield too, and the lots 
were divided. J a n e Mackay, a daughter of the old woman, and William 
Gordon, a son of the old man, are here and can tell the facts. 

26045. That is twenty-two years ago?— I t was in 1860 or 1861. 
26046. And the ins tmces before tha t were twenty-five years previously. 

The only modern instance you have adduced is the first case ?—Yes. I 
want to say something regarding the acreage and what the crofters pay 
compared with what the large sheep farmers pay. The acreage of Farr is 
188,355 acres, equal to 259 square miles. The number of crofters is 293, 
so there is enough land in the parish to give more than one square mile to 
each crofter. Of the 295 square miles the crofters only occupy 16^, while 
the remainder, amouuting to 278^ square miles is portioned out among 
eight sheep farmers. The crofters pay for their land, hill pasture and all, 
at the average rate of Is . 3 | d . per acre, while the sheep farmers pay only 
8 | d . per acre for infinitely better land ; and since the last three or four 
years they have the land for half the rent, so that we pay Is . 3 | d . and 
they pay 4d. per acre. 

26047. Is there much variation in the rate of rental between the 
various parishes here 1—I cannot say regarding other parishes. 

26048. You don't know whether the crofters are lower rented in other 
parishes or whether the sheep farmers are higher rented ?—No, I jus t 
looked at the valuation roll for Farr. 
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26049. How did you take out the acreage for Farr ?—I got it in a SUTHF.R-
guide book. LAND. 

26050. The acreage has been taken out by the factor here, and I R 

understand it is correctly given, and over the whole factory the crofters 
pay lOd. an acre, and the sheep farmers lO^d., according to the rental in A. Mackay. 
the valuation roll 1—I am speaking for the parish of Farr. I could not say 
what other parishes pay. 

26051. Then the crofters must be paying much higher in Farr than 
elsewhere, and sheep farmers much less Ì—Yes. 

26052. From whom have you heard about the prosperity of your 
forefathers in Strathnaver ?—From my forefathers ; and it is the common 
talk of the people who have been in Strathnaver who saw the doings and 
burning of it. 

26053. But with regard to the prosperity at the time, have you reason 
to believe that the people were very prosperous there Ì—They were better 
off as regards land ; they had more land and more flesh and more fish and 
the like of that ; but they were not given so much to work in the south 
then as now, and were not so intelligent They did not bring so much 
money into the county, but if they stayed at home now as they did then 
they could not live at aU. 

26054. Were there fewer years of scarcity then than now 1—There were. 
I have heard of a year of scarcity 100 years ago. 

26055. A hundred years ago there was a very scarce year ; but were 
there not frequently years of scarcity before the removals from Strathuaver ? 
—No, I think they were pretty weU off in Strathnaver, it was one of the 
best straths in Sutherland. 

26056. With regard to the raising of the rents on the death of a 
holder of a croft, do you know in what way a croft is valued 1—I don't know 
how it is valued. You are told to pay the rent; they never say what it 
is. Whenever a lot becomes vacant it is always raised whether it is 
worth the rent or not; a rise of rent is always looked for whenever a new 
name is put on the roll. 

26057. You don't think the value of the croft is always increased although 
the rent is increased 1—I consider the crofts were made by us. When we 
were forced down here it was barren moorland, we had to trench and 
drain and fence the ground and build our houses, and do everything, and 
we got no help to do that. I consider that if we got the land at perhaps 
what it is really worth now, it would be too much, because we have brought 
the land to be what it is ourselves, and we are improving the land every 
day—so that we are not only paying rent but interest on what we have 
done. 

26058. But I understand it is the new tenant who does that ?—But it 
is always the son of the old tenant so that the new tenant is the man 
who really does the work. 

26059. The new tenant is more a new tenant in name than in reality Ì 
—It is always the son, the croft descends from father to son. 

26060. With regard to the want of security of tenure, is it your • 
experience that there is much insecurity 1—Not since the great clearance 
in Strathnaver, but the feeling rankles in the breast- of the people that 
they may be turned out any day. They don't believe that the present 
Duke would do it, but they don't know about his successor, so that they 
have no encouragement to improve, as if they had security in their lots or 
crofts. 

26061. The Chairman.—I did not understand you when you stated 
the acreage under farms and crofts. You stated that you had derived 
your information as to area from what source?—A guide book. 
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BOTHER- 26062. What book do you call it %—Rev. D. Mackenzie. The now 
LAND. Statistical Account. 

BETTTHILL 2606.3. I only want to know whether you are well assured that the 
statistics given by you upon that point are well fouuded and accurate? — 

A. Mackay. Angus Mackay. They are founded on the Statistical Amount, and the rent 
is taken from the valuation roll for the year. I t was out of a guide book 
I got the figures ; I saw it written in the book. 

26064. Did you see the area stated in the book? Did you take it 
out of the book ?—The number of acres—the figures. 

26065. You got the figures in the book, but what book was it?—I 
cannot be sure of the name of the book just now. 

26066. Did you do it yourself?—Yes, I did, in company with Mr Mac­
kenzie who has the book. 

26067. What Mr Mackenzie?—The minister of Farr. 
26068. Professor Macldnnon.—There is a great deal of the surface of 

the county in lochs ; are these not more in the places where the farmers 
are than where the crofters are ?—There is not much room for lochs where 
the crofters are. 

26069. Do you include lochs in the acreage of the whole parish ?—The 
way I arrive at a mile and a half broad is that in some cases the big 
farms come down to the sea and in other cases they go up two miles aud 
I drew a rough line across. 

26070. It was a rough calculation which you think quite fair. If 
there was an accurate acreage taken of the parish which would materially 
affect your figures would you be prepared to modify your statement ?—I 
did it as fairly as I could. 

26071. I'/ie Chairman.—Your statement is not derived from any 
official document ?—No. There is another thing I wanted to speak about, 
namely, the extending of our hill pasture some years ago. We applied 
to the Duke of Sutherland for more hill pasture and got some. The hill 
pasture at both ends seemed to be pretty good—it was green—and when 
the line was drawn giving us the pasture they drew it in a curved way 
and whenever the land was bad the curve was drawn up and we got the 
bad land, and wherever there was a green spot the curve came down and 
they cut the green spot off us, so that we have the line drawn crooked, 
back and forward in curves taking the best land from us. 

26072. Mr Pr«ser-M«cKntosh..---Keeping out all the good land ?— 
Keeping out all the good land. 

26073. Sir Kenneth Macltenzie.—Whose hill pasture are you speaking 
of ?—The hill pasture of Farr proper. 

26074. The Chairman.—Is there a fence up along this place ?—No. 
26075. How was the division marked ?—There is a heap of stones here 

and there. 
26076. Sir Kenneth Mackenzie.—Is the hill pasture of P'arr common 

to the townships on the property ?—No, it is limited to seven. 

Rev. DONALD MACKENZIE, Free Church Minister, Farr (54)—examined. 

Rev. Donald 26077. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—How long have you been minister here ? 
Mackenzie. —Thirteen years. 

26078. Where were you before?—I was in America a few years. 
Before making my own statement I wish to read statements by two 
delegates from Kirkton. The delegates are fishermen who could not be 
relieved to attend here to-day :—' The crofters of the townships of 
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' Kirtoney, Swordly, and Ponberiskag met at the Public School, SUTHSB-
• Kirktoney, on the fourth instant. Different resolutions were put to the LAND, 
' meeting and unanimously agreed to. The following grievances were BETTYÌUILL 
' discussed and agreed to. That the township of Kirtoney comprises 
1 nineteen holdings or crofts; Swordly, ten; and Ponberiskag three. Rev. Donald 
1 That the soil is poor and unproductive, producing in its annual returns -Mackenzie. 
1 what will barely support the crofter during the winter months of the 
' year. So that he must seek employment elsewhere, striving hard to 
' make both ends meet. While, on the other hand, he would require to be 
1 at home, during the laying down and gathering in the crop, but as no 
• work of any description is to be had at home this cannot be so. Cod 
1 and ling fishing would be remunerative on this coast, but the want of any 
' kind of harbours, render this aim of industry abortive. We are cheer-
• fully striving, year after year, trying the best means within our reach to 
1 make the sterile patches amongst the rocks yield something like a return 
1 for our labour, but our efforts are very often fruitless. A bad harvest 
1 comes, when the crop is scattered by storms in the fields, or driven over 
1 the rocks into the sea, as in the case of last year when a third of it had 
1 been lost. Taking the township of Kirtoney, for example, there is 150 
' souls located within the smaU area of one and a quarter mile 
* circumference. This year's produce for the nineteen holdings only 
' amounted to fifty-four bolls of meal. How is this to support the above 
' 150 souls during the twelve months of the year Ì The people had been 
' huddled and packed together, driven by wholesale eviction from the 
' fertile fields and valleys of Strathnaver, to make room for sheep and 
' deer, for the benefit and pleasure of a few farmers and sportsmen. How 
' is it possible for us under present circumstances to raise our heads above 
' water 1 Actual beggary is staring us in the face unless some amendment 
' takes place. What we want, to meet our requirements, is extension of 
' our crofts from our present small holdings to moderate sized farms of 
1 from ten to thirty acres, arable with hiU pasture, wherewith the 
1 occupier could maintain himself and family in the necessaries of life with 
1 comfort, and find employment on the same during the year. We want 
1 some of the sheep farms of Strathnaver to be broken down to small farms 
' of the above, two-thirds or so of the crofters to be replaced in the 
1 holdings once their fathers/ and the crofts which they left to be added 
' to those remaining at a fair rent, and fixture of tenure. This system of 

* farming would also benefit His Grace the Duke of Sutherland. He 
* would realise as much rent as is now paid by the big farmers, besides it 
- would diminish pauperism amongst the people, and raise a class of 
'respectable tenantry throughout the land.' 'Statement of George 
1 M'Leod, Crofter, Crash of Farr.—I represent the townships of 
' Crask of Farr and Clerkhill. There are thirty-three crofts and 
' on these there are no fewer then 245 souls. Before the Strath-
' naver evictions there were only twelve crofters. The average rent 
' of each croft is £3 , 7s. 3d. The land is being encroached upon by 
' the sands of the Bay of Farr, and in one instance a croft has been spoiled 
' by the sand to a great extent. The people I represent are the 
' descendants of respectable tenants who passed the greater part of their 
' lives in the enjoyment of abundance and in the exercise of hospitality 
' and charity. We are now pining on a few miserable acres of poor land, 
' with but a few half-starved cattle, while our able men are spread all 
1 over the British Islands and America trying to keep the wolf frcm the 
'doors of their families and never see their home except for a few 
' months in winter. It is very aggravating to be kept in abject misery 
' when there is plenty of good land lying waste under sheep and game in 

1U0 
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SHTHER- - the same parish. We do not ask much or any unreasonable thing, but 
LAND. . that o u r crofts should be enlarged to fifteen or twenty acres of arable 

R ~~" - land, with proportionate hilt pasture at a fair rent, with such a fixed hold, 
_ ' ' a s that we could not be liable to eviction as long as we paid our rents. 

Rev. Donald - I have further to add that my rent has been twice raised this last fifteen 
Mackenzie. - y e a r s from £2, 16s. to £ 5 , l i s . , not including poor-rates and other rates 

' besides. The yield of corn is about 4 | bolls.' 
26079. Were there many people present at the meeting which appointed 

you as delegate 1—Yes. It was publicly intimated and a large section of 
the church was occupied. 

26080. You were present all day yesterday, and you have been present 
to-day?—I have. 

26081. And you have heard what was stated 1—I have. 
26082. In particular you have heard the first delegate, the Rev. Mr 

Cumming 1—Yes. 
26083. Do you agree with all the statements he made ?—I do ; as far as 

my information goes. 
26084. Are you a native of Sutherland Ì—No, of Ross-shire. 
26085. It has been often stated that what is now called the agitation of 

the people for more land is of modern growth j is that consistent with 
your observation 1—Well, it has been reanimated and revived but it has 
been slumbering in our minds for years. We required no one from the out­
side to come and agitate us upon this question. 

26086. Do you find that this feeling is pervading the crofters of all 
ages, from old men of eighty to young men of twenty-one 1—Yes, but it 
is more common among the young who go south and mingle with the 
people in the south and labour there. Our young men go there for a 
season and some of them even go across the Atlantic. They get no work 
or employment here. There are eight or a dozen young men, heads of 
families, who crossed the Atlantic and worked there for a season and then 
came home. 

26087. So that there is a strong attachment to their native place Ì—-. 
Very strong. 

26088. I asked the parish minister of Tongue whether a strong 
active young man had any prospect of benefiting himself within this 
parish; is there such prospect in the parish of Farr 1—Some of those 
young men have gone across the Atlantic. One of them, a man who had 
learned his trade and had a good knowledge of building, extended his hand 
and said he had never earned on the Duke's estate more than 3s. 6d., and 
that was for putting in a grate into a public school. There is no work 
here. 

26089. And no prospect of any ?—No prospect. 
26090. Does that not give rise to a good deal of discontent ?—It does; 

to a very great deal. 
26091. To some extent does it not give rise to a feeling of 

hopelessness ?—It does, and there is this in it—I have heard some of the 
other delegates refer to it—last year a good deal of our corn was 
threshed and it was blown over the rocks. A numerously signed petition 
was prepared in the parish of Farr and sent to his Grace. It was sent to 
Dunrobin where it was understood the Duke was and we never got any 
acknowledgement of it. No one connected with his Grace had the grace 
to acknowledge receipt of the petition. The petition was sent away in 
October last. It was forwarded at that time and we thought it would be 
taken into consideration at the rent collection in November. 

26092. Is it the fact that the proprietor is not very accessible to the 
people when they want to see him, or to complain of any grievance—that 
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he is surrounded as it were with a hedge ?—That is the fact j aU that we SUTHElt-
are allowed is to gaze with admiration on the retreating wheels of his LAND. 
carriage when he is going away. Last year was an exception. He spent BETTYHILL. 
three days here at that time, an unprecedented thing in the Tongue 
management. Rev. Donald 

26093. Did he at that time come freely in contact with the people ?— Mackenzie* 
He did; more freely than he was ever known to come before. 

26094. Was that much appreciated by the people ?—Much appreciated, 
and it was looked upon as perhaps a sigu of good times coming. 

26095. I suppose you have frequently talked with old people upou the 
subject of the Strathnaver evictions 1—I have. 

26096. With people who were themselves alive, and eye-witnesses of 
the evictions 1—Yes. 

26097. And you have read many accounts of what occurred 1—I have. 
26098. Am I right in coming to this conclusion, that the descriptions 

which were given to you were more vivid that anything than has been 
written on the subject 1—The accounts of old men living in Aird, and in 
the different townships about, are more graphic and vivid and harrowing 
than anything that has ever been written on the subject. 

26099. And those are credible meu whom you can quite well believe 1 
—Credible men whose word one would take for anything. 

26100. Is there anything in reality in your mind to prevent the 
proprietor if so minded, when the present leases fall out, meeting the 
demands of the people %—I see nothing. 

26101. And it would not be disadvantageous to him pecuniarly Ì—My 
belief is that it would be the very opposite. 

26102. You concur in the observations of Mr Mackay, Alt-na-harra 1— 
Yes. 

26103. He has paid attention to the subject?—Yes, and also Mr 
Cumming and others. 

26104. I suppose now the people don't want anything they are not 
prepared to pay for ; they want no eleemosynary assistance ?— Decidedly 
not. They don't consider their present rents high ; but really although 
they got the crofts for nothing what good would it do them 1 There are 
293 crofters who pay a rental of £681, 12s. 8d. Divide that among the 
whole and you have an average rent of £2 , 6s. 6d. Now how much land 
can they have for that 1 It is nothing one way or another ; it would not 
keep them a couple of months. 

26105. If you take the crofter population of Farr and the neighbouring 
parish as a body is it the fact that were it not for extra assistance, earning 
money and labouring outside, and getting money from relatives, they could 
not exist ?—Decidedly ; above three months in the year ; during the other 
nine months they would die. That is a general thiug I believe. 

26106. Will you make a brief statement about what is called some 
interferences by estate officials ?—I will. It intimately concerns my 
profession. I would like to see the people having the liberty of free 
citizens in a free country, but I find their liberty is interfered with in 
connection with the elections for School Boards, Poor Boards, sand Road 
Trustees, and so on. I may instance the case of the School Board election 
which took place in 1879 in this parish. There was a good deal of canvass­
ing and I may refer to the case of one widow woman, the election had taken 
place, and of course Mr Crawford, the factor, was elected, as he always is, 
with double the number that would carry any other. A few days after 
the election the ground officer went to this woman's house and accused 
her of not having voted as she had promised'—accused her of not having 
voted for Mr Crawford after he had been so good to her. The lands 
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SUTHER- had been revalued shortly before that, and the impression—we were then 
~ ~ ~ ; ' more amenable to terror, from the local officiate—had gone abroad—I 

BETTYHILL. c a n n ° t say who was responsible for it—that according to the voting so 
would be the rent. But the ground officer went on this occasion and 

Rev. Donald accused this woman of not voting as she had promised, but in favour of 
Mackenzie. a r jotber who was obnoxious to the local officiate and Mr Mackay of 

Skelpick. She said, no, she had voted for Mr Crawford, given three 
votes to him and two to me, the answer was—' No, no ; that's a lie.' 
These were the words that were used to h°r, as the daughter of the 
woman, who is here, can testify. The woman said she would go to the 
returning officer, who gave her assistance to vote, as she could neither 
read nor write, and get him to testify how she had voted. The ground 
officer said she need no t ; but the woman came to the inspector and said 
to the inspector—• Don't you remember how I voted V ' Yes,' he said, 
—' and do you remember what I said to you ?—take care and not spoil 
my pencil.' The returning officer testified that she had voted right. The 
daughter then went to the ground officer and said that the inspector 
remembered how her mother had voted and was ready to testify to i t ; the 
ground officer said—' You should not have gone to the returning officer. 
Perhaps I may have made a mistake, but Mr Crawford and I will look 
after the papers ; ' as if the ballot papers were in possession of the local 
officials, and they were interfering with our liberty at elections. 

2G1O7. That is one illustration of the interferences?—Yes. I could 
give another on the same occasion in connection with that election. It is 
the case of a widow Murray whose house I can see from the window here. 
She had been visited more than once—more than ten times—to induce 
her to vote in a particular direction. 

26108. By whom?—By the ground officer. She is a member of my 
church and had favoured me before, and was known to favour me at that 
time. She was set upon incessantly by the ground officer, and she said— 
1 No, she would not vote as he wished.' Then he said she had not paid 
her rent, and would she not better give up her holding—because parting 
with her holding was parting with her food ; and she said—' No ; she 
had not paid, but Providence would help her yet.' I am obnoxious, I 
know, to the officials j and, failing every effort to keep this woman from 
voting for me, the ground officer went to her house on the morning of the 
day of the election—she is an old woman over eighty—and said Mr 
Crawford had sent him purposely to tell her not to come out—not to 
vo te; and adding for himself—• If you want the factor's favour or 
mine you won't come out.' This got wind among the people, namely, that 
this woman was made a prisoner in her own house, and that one of the 
Duke's officials constituted himself her jailer. 

26109. Did she come out?—She got weak and trembled because the 
loss of the factor's favour was the loss of house and home; but before the 
close of the poll she felt better and was able to come out. 

26110. What is the present constitution of the School Board?—It is 
very much in the territorial interest. Mr Crawford, the factor, is chair­
man. 

26111. How many members are there?—Five; Mr Purves, Mr Sellar, 
Rev. Mr Munro, Strathy, and myself. 

26112. There is no representative of the crofting interest?—It is all 
the territorial interest; and .so it is at the Parochial Board—it is all the 
territorial interest that is represented. Of course, whatever interest our 
friends the sheep-farmers have in education our children get the benefit of 
it. But they are absent the most of the year, and their interest is rather 
to keep down the rates, and we suffer. But I should complete what I had 
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to say about widow Murray. This happened in the election of 1879. SUTHER-
Had they succeeded ia preventing that woman coining out they would LAND. 
have excluded me from the School Board. When the state of the BETTYHILL 
poll was declared, well might Mr Purves say with a cynical smile—' This 
is the result of compulsory education/—putting a fool's cap upon all the Rev. Donald 
proceedings. I don't object to canvassing in a reasonable way, but the Mackenzie 
canvassing in this case was abusing the Duke's influence to suppress the 
liberties of the people. By the next election the woman got a summons 
of ejection. She bad paid her rent and after paying her rent and after 
the factor received it, she still was ejected cut of her lot and her lot was 
given to another, and this was the case of an aged woman, upwards of 
eighty. The community who knew the circumstances looked upon that 
as the following out of the threat at the previous election. This took 
place upon the eve of the following election. 

26113. Not until then ?—Between the nomination and the election day 
she was evicted and the lot given to another. It is fair to say of Mr 
Crawford that he said he did not authorise the ground officer to go ; and 
my reply to that was that I did not say who authorised him, but that the 
ground officer himself said Mr Crawford authorised him, and the 
intimidation was all the same, as he went there as his master's servant. 

26114. Is it perfectly certain this poor woman was put out of her 
croft Ì—They looked upon me as the cause of her losing her croft, and I 
wrote Sir Arnold perhaps more earnestly than I should have done for my 
own matter, and stated that this woman had been paying rent for sixty 
years on his Grace's estate, and that she was not a single sixpence in 
arrears. She had her son and daughter in beside her, besides her 
daughter-in-law and some seven or eight orphans j and on taking the case 
into consideration Sir Arnold allowed her to remain, and she will be there 
I hope until she dies, 

26115. Do you positively affirm that there does exist in this parish in 
the minds of the people of Farr, founded upon good causes, an impression 
that if they do anything in the way of asserting independence they will 
be put down by officialism 1—That is the case. I know nothing between 
myself and the Duke's representative here, but that I am not simple-
minded enough to say, ' No,' when he chooses to say ' No,' and ' Yes,' when 
he chooses to say ' Yes.' I know of nothing more against me. I know 
that people are in fear and terror, and I only hope that the meeting of this 
Commission will enable them to assert their independence. They have a 
feeling of being cowed down and trampled upon. I may mention that 
the factor who is chairman and clerk to the School Board got a present of 
some £ 5 0 or £60 . The other gentleman besides me who was obnoxious, 
Mr Mackay, Skelpick, opposed that. I did not oppose it, but I was 
understood to sympathise with Mr Mackay's view, and the first thing 
done as soon as the new board was elected was to vote £60 to the factor 
as clerk to the School Board. I did not oppose it. I said I saw the 
reasonableness of it, and that I would not do the work for the money. 
But by the next meeting of the board I saw in the Code that it was 
illegal to give any of the ratepayers' money to a member of the board, and 
I then dissented. I did not object. But Mr Crawford hearing that, and 
that others were opposed to it, accepted the money and returned thanks 
for it, and I did not object to it. But at the next meeting I had a copy 
of the Code where it was stated that it was illegal to give any of the rate­
payers' money to a member of the board. Mr Crawford then declined to 
accept it, and returned the money. 

26116. Did the other members of the board return thanks to him for 
returning it %—Not likely. The first thing was to vote the £ 6 0 to the 
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factor; and the second thing was that one of the members turned round 
to the ground officer and said—' Will you not have some addition to your 
salary 1'—He did not know what Mr Crawford might think of this and 
did not refuse—no one would refuse—and then Mr Purves seconded the 
motion on the ground that the ground officer would bo more successful in 
taking out children as compulsory officer if he got an additional £5 . 

26117. Do I understand you that the chairman and factor is also clerk 
to the School Board 1—Yes; and he occupies the same positions in 
connection with the Parochial Board. Mr Crawford is chairman and the 
ground officer is a member also. The landed interest comes in so that the 
ouly thing any other person can do is simply to object 

26118. Sir Kenneth Mackenzie.—Who was returning officer at the first 
election you spoke of?—Mr Macdougall, Inspector of poor and public 
teacher. 

26119. Are you under the impression that he offered to tell how some­
body had voted 1—No; but the woman who had voted and who had been 
accused of not voting right—not voting as she had promised—went to him 
and said—' Do you not remember how I voted; could you bring evidenco 
to show how I voted ?' 

26120. How did he know?—She was LUiterate and required his 
assistance to enable her to vote. 

HEW MORRISON, Schoolmaster, Brechin, Forfarshire (33)—examined. 

U. Morrison. 26121. The Chairman.—Are you a native of this district1!—I am the 
son of a crofter in Torrisdale, Tongue. 

26122. Have you got any written statement?—I have, but I am afraid 
it is too long, and the delegates, of whom there are seven, here, asked me to 
make a short statement. 

26123. You were elected a delegate?—I was compelled to become one 
besides being elected for Tarrisdale and for the Skerray district 

26124. Be so good as to make your verbal statement Ì—One time there 
were just about twenty crofters in this district of Skerray, before the 
general evictions. Now there are eighty. When these twenty crofters 
occupied the place they were all very comfortable, and in evidence of that 
I may say that my grandfather paid a rent of £14, which was raised 
afterwards to £21 , which he was very willing to pay, and paid for many 
years until the estate passed into the hands of the Sutherland family 
when the rent was reduced by thirty per cent. But on the lotting of the 
lands three years later he only got oue-fourth of the holding he previously 
had, because there were other crofters put into the same place. He paid 
£4 for that reduced croft, a rent which has been paid for the croft ever 
since. I have been asked to say a few words regarding the condition of 
the people. Many of them as they stand at present have come from 
Strathnaver, from the farms of Ribigill and Borgie and were settled on the 
lands that the original crofters held, and were told that they could reclaim 
this land which they could get at a nominal rent. There was no reduction 
of the rent of the former tenauts when those people were settled down 
upon the lands. Fourteen families were sent from Borgie and Ribigill 
and got land at the nominal rent of one shilling. They improved the 
lands and now pay rents varying from £2, 10s. to £3 , 17s. Their 
condition is wretched, always verging upon poverty, and they could not 
keep themselves alive were it not that they have young men who go to 
the east coast fishing and elsewhere in the south, and send home money 

SUTHER­
LAND. 

BF.TTYHILL. 

Ber, Donald 
Mackenzie. 
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to pay for meal and provisions which they require over and above what SUTHEE 
tthey are able to raise upon their crofts. They are hardly able to raise LAND, 
anything on their crofts except in one way. A crofter who has a horse ^ET^Y^n , 
can hardly make any meal; the only way he can make meal is when he 
works the land himself, and turns it with what is called the casdirach. H. Morrisov. 
That instrument—I should like to have shown it—is the most primitive 
of all agricultural implements and much inferior to the caschrom. The 
soil is poor and the people are not able to make much of it. Those who 
till iu the way I have mentioned make a little meal, but the meal they 
make is the produce of what they ought to have given to the horse which 
ought to work the land. They apply a great quantity of sea-ware to the 
land. Then a harbour is greatly wanted at Skerray. It is a fishing 
place, and I believe the fishermen there would be better without 
crofts, if they were settled simply as a fishing community. 

26125. Sir Kenneth Mackenzie.—You say Skerray. Is that the same 
as Port Skerra1?—No, this Skerray is eighteen miles to the west of Port 
Skerra. Skerray has advantages which none of the other two places 
which have been meutioned as harbours have. I am anxious there should 
be harbours in other places, and I recommended them in a guide book 
which I published. But Skerray had advantages as a harbour, and is 
about an equal distance between Port Skerra aud Talmin. The number 
of acres tilled in Skerray is 246 ; the number of crofters eighty ; and the 
average rent of each crofter is £3 , 7s. The average rental per acre is 
£ 1 , 2s. During the last forty-one years there has been no valuation. 
There has been no rise on the average rental per acre since, although 
rents in several cases have been raised. The people don't complain as Mr 
Mackay, Tongue, said, of the amount of the rent so much as of the want 
of land. There are only among the eighty crofters 383 sheep, 39 horses— 
half a horse to each croft—and 182 head of cattle. In regard to steam­
boat communication I may say that I had a correspondence with Mr 
M'Brayne, and Messrs Langlands, and both parties said there were no 
proper landing places on this coast and that it would not pay to send 
steamers round, or to add to their present routes. 

26126. Did they give as a reason that there were no piers?—Mr 
M'Brayne said that there were no landing places. 

26127. We have had some correspondence with the working men's 
Association at Skerray ; what is the nature of that association ?—I believe 
that was an association set on foot very much in the same way as we have 
debating or literary societies in the south, just for the sake of getting 
gentlemen here and there to give public lectures upon passing subjects and 
to take up any question and debate it or consider it among themselves. 
I believe it was started more with a view to enable a few of the young 
men to adapt themselves, or try to adapt themselves, to public speaking in 
a better way than they could have done before. 

26128. Is English generaUy spoken in the district ?—Not spoken. 
26129. Is it generally understood?—Yes. 
26130. Is there a large centre of population at Skerray where the 

people can meet together for mutual purposes of cultivation ?—Yes, the 
population is about 700. 

26131. And close together?—Very close. 
26132. Are you a representative of that association or of the crofters ?—-

Of the crofters. 
26133. Has this association sent any delegate here?—Not as an 

association. 
26134. They have been merely corresponding on behalf of the crofters ? 

—So I understand. 
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STJTHER- 26135. It is entitled a working men's association ; does it mean a 
LAND. labourer's association ?—Anybody may become a member of it in the 

BETTYniLL. P l a c e > t l i a t " s-mP-.y a n a m e - w 
26136. Are there any large farms in the Skerray district ?—Borgie farm 

H. Morrison, is in the district. 
26137. And it would be admirably suited for crofters to go back to ?— 

Very much so, iu great measure. 
26138. The farm your grandfather had was worth £ 2 4 ; was that 

arable or pasture land ?—Both, he had not very much arable land, but he 
had a large outrun of hill pasture extending to the present farm of 
Borgie. 

26139. Was it common pasture?—Yes, common pasture. 
26140. Were other tenants rented at about the same rate as he was?— 

Some more and some less. 
26141. Have you any idea what stock they kept at that time and what 

was the character of the stock, of cattle or sheep ?—They kept cattle and 
sheep and horses, and sometimes they had three or four hill ponies, not 
very serviceable I should think. 

26142. What did your grandfather's sales consist of?—Cattle and 
sheep, principaUy cattle. 

26143. The sheep farming was not conducted on the modern system ? 
—No, on the old crofter system. 

26144. If the lands were given back to the crofters would they revert 
to the old system or would they adopt improved methods ?—I think they 
would adopt improved methods. 

26145. And by doing that you think they could pay as good a rent as 
the large farmers ?—I think they could pay more. 

26146. What reason have you for supposing that?—I look upon it in 
this way, that Strathnaver, for instance, could accommodate, perhaps, two 
hundred tenants. Mr Sellar's farm pays a rent of £1750 or thereby. I 
believe that two hundred tenants could be accommodated on that farm who 
could pay £20 each, including in that the land of Auchnaburiu. 

26147. Without outlay on the proprietor's part?—No, certainly not. 
26148. What sort of outlay would the proprietor have to incur in 

order to get that rental ?—The outlay would be in lending money to the 
crofters. If they got money at a reasonable rate of interest,—and as one 
of the delegates stated, it would be far better to give it to them, because 
they would lay it out to the best advantage. 

26149. But £20 would include interest on this money ?—-Yes, I include 
that. 

26150. How much of the £20 would be interest, and how much for 
rent ?—Many crofters could go to Strathnaver—a few from the district of 
Skerray—if they got £300 at three per cent, interest, and could improve 
the land and build a sort of comfortable residences. 

26151. Two hundred tenants, you said, at £20?—Yes. 
26152. If they had each £300 advanced at three per cent. ?—Yes. 
26153. That would leave £11 of reut for each ?-—Yes. 
26154. £2200?-Yes . 
26155. What (do Mr Sellar and the other farmer pay for the ground ? 

—Less than £2000, I understand, but taking the two farms it will be 
upwards of £3000. There are two sides to the strath. 

26156. Then, after all, as you put it now, the 200 tenants would pay 
£2200 of rent, and the rest would be interest on the money advanced, 
and at a low rate ?—Yes; but I think Strathnaver could afford more than 
that. I am putting it at a very low estimate. 

,-. 
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EWAN ROBERTSON, Crofter's son and carpenter, Tongue Village SUTHER-
(44)—examined. LAND. 

26157. The Chairman.—Have you any written statement to make 1— 
No ; but I represent two districts—Tongue proper and what remains of E. Robertson, 
Strathuaver, Invernaver—that is a piece of land a short distance above 
the hoteL I was appointed delegate for Strathnaver, and in the first place 
I shall deal with Strathuavsr, and if you should wish to put any questions 
to me I shall try to answer them. After that I shall deal with Tongue, as 
their case is quite different. The complaint of oppression which I have 
to make, as far as Tongue is concerned, is not against the present or the 
late factor, but against the loch laws—some imaginary law3 we know 
nothing about. 

26158. Deal with Strathnaver first 1—The people of Strathnaver are in 
great need of more land, and they are greatly in need of more pasturage. 
The best of the grazings or common is now under sand, and the fifteen 
crofters with their cattle are settled on a miserable fringe of land. Mr 
Horsburgh, the late factor, when the Borgie lease was being renewed, took 
it upon himself to deprive the crofters of Invernaver at Borgie, of their hill 
pasture, and added it to Borgie sheep farm. The people of Invernaver 
remonstrated with him—this is more than thirty years ago—saying they 
would have to complain to the Duke. He answered that they might go 
over the rocks for all he cared, and that he would show the people that he 
was there as factor. There is an old man here who was present when 
these words were used—old John Munro. The people also complain that 
they are closed in on every side while two sheep farmers have a run of 
forty miles in one direction. The people have petitioned his Grace twice 
for more land—the first time being when the grazing ground was given to 
Borgie farm. The late Mr Loch, in answering the petition, wrote that Mr 
Crawford, the factor, said it would spoil Borgie farm. Now if it spoiled 
Borgie farm to part with that land to the poor people, why was it taken 
from them first and given to Borgie 1 The people petitioned again last 
year when Auchnaburin was out of lease, but the officials did not 
condescend to reply to the petition. The people complain also that they 
are fined for cutting divots on the sheep farm, their own land being so 
poor that what is low of it is covered with sand. Their upper pasture is 
something like a human being covered with smallpox—all over with 
rocks in every direction. The average rental is £ 3 , 10s. The crofters 
are prepared to take as much laud off Auchnaburin farm as they have at 
present and to pay the same rent as they do for their crofts, which is 
more than the sheep farmer pays for what he has. The average acreage 
is 4£ acres per croft. The whole crofts in Invernaver are cultivated ; 
the whole of the land the crofters hold Ì3 cultivated with the exception of 
about five acres. Again, the mountain pasture which I have described— 
rocks and cliffs—is a mile and a half by three quarters of a mile ; and 
the general average of cattle is two cattle and following—which means 
perhaps a heifer—a calf, one horse, and five sheep. In this district 
there is only one pauper. A great complaint of the people also is in 
relation to the school; but I shall leave the school for the present and 
shall dwell upon the amount of land in Strathnaver ; and as I know it well 
and wrought it and examined it, I am very glad to know that your lord­
ship is to go up the strath. You will not see the whole of the land of 
Strathnaver. I heard you asking why the people were turned out; a 
jargon was got up at the time that the people were lazy. 

26159. The Chairman.—I must ask you to have the goodness to speak 
to Invernaver, that is the part of it which you individually represent, and 
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SUTHER- not to enter upon the general question.—I wish to give the Commission 
tJSMa. every honour, and shaU bow to your Lordship's ruling; but as I have 

BETTYHILL visited the place and formed an opinion, I thought I might tell your 
' Lordship the result of my examinations, so that it might throw a little 

K Robertson, light upon the subject. 
26160. Adhere in the meantime, if you please, to Invernaver. It is 

impossible for us to go iuto the general question of the clearances on this 
occasion ; and besides that, there is a great deal of evidence open to us 
from a variety of sources, written and otherwise.—I have placed the Inver­
naver case before you. 

26161. But there is another place which I understand you represent? 
—Then I shall go on to Tongue. Tongue proper is supposed in this part 
of the country to contain the most comfortable class of tenants we have. 
There is a law there which applies to all his Grace's estate in this part of 
the country, and it stops all improvements. A son, if he assists his 
parents and spends his time and his labour in improving the croft, under 
these land laws, the moment his father dies and he comes into the croft, 
there is a rise of rental. I can instance one case here and another in 
Tongue. On entering Tongue by the Thurso road one is at once 
struck by a pretty line of viUa-like cottages on Brae Tongue. The 
first that catches the eye is a long white, slated house with 
large slated shop and stabling, which were occupied by the late Mr 
George Mackenzie, merchant. More than three-fourths of that lot was 
trenched and drained at his own expense. Nor did the house, shops, 
out-buildings or dykes ever cost the Duke one sixpence although, they cost 
poor Mr Mackenzie several hundred pounds. After his death one of bis 
sons applied to get his name entered as tenant. He coidd not get it 
unless he paid £5, 10s. of a rise of rent. The young man thought this a 
great hardship; that he should have to pay the Duke for the improve­
ment his father made, for if his father had left the lot as he got it, it 
would not have been worth £ 2 a year instead of £10 . What is the 
consequence 1 The widow now has only a room, closet, and garrets with 
her married daughter, who may have any day to join her husband in 
America. The widow's sons are, the eldest in Manitoba and the other 
in Queensland. Both left about twelve months ago. The father only 
died four years ago. Another man has got the rest of the premises and 
lot for the sum asked of the son. We will now go to the extreme end of 
Tongue village. There we will see a large lot on a beautiful flat; and 
we will probably consider this crofter very fortuuate. But on making 
inquiry we find that there are two, and that the one who ought to be the 
real crofter has only one-third of the lot, namely, the widow of James 
Mackay. The whole of this lot was made by her father, brother, and her 
first husband, William Mackintosh, during his lifetime. During her first 
widowhood and part of her second husband's time this lot was shared 
equally between them and her brother. Her brother went to Australia 
about twenty years ago. She naturally expected to get the lot and 
applied for i t ; but no, another tenant got two-thirds while she had to be 
content with one-third. And the worst of the matter is that neither she 

• nor her husband ever owed a penny of rent. Her aged mother lived in 
the house occupied by her brother which had only two rooms. When her 
mother died the factor ordered her to give up possession of the house 
which was found for her and when she refused to do so, as she wished her 
married daughter to live there, she was summoned out of it legally. But 
instead of their taking legal steps for the removal of her furniture the 
ground officer was sent with assistance and broke open the door and took 
possession of the houses, built a wall across the centre, cut out another 
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door, gave one room to her married daughter and turned the other into a STJTHER-
house for paupers. The houses, trenching, and draining of this lot never LAND. 
cost the Duke a farthing. My reason for instancing this case is to prove B E T T T H I I T 
that instead of the people wishing to have the lots subdivided, in certain 
cases it is the Duke who subdivides the lots and not the people. The E. Robertson, 
people are entirely against the subdivision of the lots. In other districts 
I know of no case3 of voluntary subdivision. By-the-bye a large drain 
was cut across the brow of the hill above the Kirkebol lots which cost the 
Duke something, and the widow something too, as it greatly assisted to 
destroy their lot. For instancing these two cases of oppression I ask no 
guarantee from Mr Purves as I believe that neither Duke nor factor dare 
take these poor widows' lives, and they cannot do them more injury than 
they have done. Then there are two crofts adjoining Tongue woods, the 
one on the Brae Tongue side and the other on the Rhi Tongue side. 
Both had to do away with their sheep because they were going into the 
woods, which were not properly fenced. These tenants had a right to 
keep thirty sheep each. They were not ordered to part with them, but 
they were continually getting letters from the factor. I have other 
complaints, but I shall not trouble you with them just now. Only I 
should wish to say, as to the district which we represent that what the 
people want in general is more land. The Farm of Ribigill adjoining is 
suitable to have eight crofts, and I have not the slightest doubt but that 
it would pay his Grace, and at the same time keep down this cry of 
poverty, because Ribigill farm alone give3 more employment than any 
other works about there. As far as his Grace is concerned, and according 
to the people here, any office, it does not matter what it is, from 
gamekeeper to contractor—no man belonging to this place, or native, or 
inhabitant of Tongue proper, or about it, can get any position, not even 
gamekeeper under his Grace; no native get into any position under his 
Grace except perhaps a common day-labourer. It has been asked whether 
the people are industrious. I say the people are industrious, and I was 
sorry to notice that the Rev. Mr M'Neil did not say directly that they 
were. The people would work if they had the work to do. They will 
walk many a mile to work if they can get it, and I am sure at the 
present time I am justified in saying that most of the people in this 
church who are not employed, would walk three or four miles to employ­
ment if they could get it. 

JOHN MACKAY, Contractor, Hereford (61)—examined. 

26162. The Chairman.—Have you been elected a delegate ?—Yes. j o n n Mackay. 
The good people of this district, knowing the interest I take in the class 
from which I sprang, elected me a delegate and sent for me to come here 
from England. But I am also a delegate appointed by the natives of 
Sutherland in Canada, New Zealand, Australia, Queensland, and Ceylon, 
to represent them before this Commission when it visited Sutherland. 
Having regard to your time now I shall defer making any observations 
that I had to make to another occasion, when I hope I shaU have the 
pleasure of meeting you in another district, and of submitting myself to 
any examination the members may wish. 

26163. Where shall we have the pleasure of meeting you again ?—Very 
likely in Inverness. 
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BETTYHILL. 

SUTHER- ALEXANDER MACHARDY, Ground officer, Farr (43)—examÌLei 
LAND. 

26164. The Chairman—How long have you held office as ground 
officer 1—Ten years. 

A. MacHardy. 26165. You have heard some statements relative to the alleged undue 
use of your influence as ground officer ?—I have. 

26166. Especially concerning a School Board election1?—I have. 
26167. You desire to make a statement?—I do. 
26168. Will you have the goodness to make it]—In the case of widow 

Murray, on which so much stress has been laid, it is stated that I 
intimidated her. The old woman told me before the election that she 
wished to vote for Mr Crawford. She was an old frail creature, and on 
the morning of the election, in case of any blame being attached to me for 
taking her out, I called and wished her to stay at home. I had no idea 
Mr Mackenzie had her vote. It is said that we wished to put her out of 
her home. That is a wrong statement altogether, because, after the 
electiou, when her horse died, I gave her a foal myself and took the 
money by instalments. I wish to make that statement because it will go 
forth that we have been intimidating people. We did not wish to turn 
her out, but the croft was to be transferred to her eldest son; and a 
widow and eight children were staying there. Her eldest son is here. 
He was to give his mother so much weekly if he got charge of the lot, 
and now we have heard that we wished to turn the widow adrift. 

26169. Did the widow ever receive at any time a summons of removal ? 
•—She did ; but it was to give the charge of the lot to her eldest son. 

26170. Was the summons one of removal 1—She was not to be removed 
from the house, but the charge of the lot was to be conveyed to her eldest 
son. 

26171. Was the summons of removal from the land sent to her after 
the School Board election ?—It was nearly three years after. 

26172. Was there ever any desire or intention on your part to influence 
the vote of this widow in any sense at all 1—None. She told me she 
would give her right hand upon it that she would vote for Mr Crawford, 
but I knew he had plenty of votes without it, and told her to stay at home. 

26173. When she made this declaration that she wished to vote for Mr 
Crawford, where was she Ì—In her own house. 

26174. Why did you happen to go on that occasion to her house ?—I 
am in amongst the tenants' houses every day, and there was a good deal 
of influence tried at that election, and the people were speaking to me, 
and I was speaking to them about it when the widow told me she was to 
vote for Mr Crawford. I told her on the morning of the election, I did 
not think there was any necessity for her coming out. 

26175. When you paid her the visit on that morning had you any other 
business Ì—I was going past, and was not going into the house at all, but 
I happened to see her son, and if it had not been for that I don't think I 
would have gone in at all. 

26176. Did you originate the question of the election, or did she speak 
to you about it first Ì—I cannot be sure about that. Perhaps I spoke to 
her, because there were four ministers wanting in and a fifth offering, and 
it was a general desire of the parish not to put in five clerical members. 

26177. You may have spoken to her first ?—I may. 
26178. I would like to know whether you think it perfectly right or 

prudent on your part, holding the position of a ground officer, to canvas 
people with reference to elections ?—-1 am a ratepayer and a parent, and I 
have a good right, I think, to speak to anybody I think proper about 
that. I pay £ 1 0 of rent. 
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26379. There is a difficulty with reference to a person in your position, SUTHER. 
in discriminating between your character as a parent and ratepayer and --"AND. 
your character as a ground officer; your position is rather complex.—I g m L L 
am aware of that. . 

26180. You state now positively that you never had any desire to A. MacHardy. 
influence the vote of that widow in one sense or another, and that she was 
at perfect liberty to vote for anybody she pleased ?—Perfect liberty, I 
said to her that we did not want her vote, as I was sure Mr Crawford had 
plenty of votes. 

26181. But when you said she had better not go, that might have 
prevented her from voting for the minister ?—She did not tell me she wa3 
going to vote for the minister. 

26182. She was not obliged to tell you ?—I did not know she was 
going to do that. I told her if she was to vote for the factor, not to go 
out. 

26183. Professor Machinnon.—Was it upon the faith that she was to 
vote for the factor and for nobody else, that you spoke to her on the morning 
of the election ?—Yes. 

26184. You asked her to keep back because the factor did not require 
her votes ?—I asked her not to come. 

26185. But it was not to deprive any other person of votes'?—No. I 
never mentioned any other soul upon earth. 

Mrs ANN MURRAY, Widow, Cattlefield (42)—-examined. 

26186. Professor Maekimion.—Have you a house at Cattlefield ?—I live Mrs Ann 
with my mother-in-law. Murray, 

26187. Were you here in the morning when Mr Mackenzie gave his 
evidence ?—Yes. 

26188. And you have heard what the ground officer has said now?—• 
Yes. 

26189. Have you anything to say upon the matter in dispute?—Yes. 
On the morning of the election he came up and said to my mother-in-
law if she wanted the factor's favour not to go to-day; that he would 
rather want the vote3 than that she should go. 

26190. If she wanted the factor's favour?—If she wanted the factor's 
favour not to go down to vote to-day. He would rather want her votes 
than that she should go. 

26191. Was that all?—There were some more words, but I don't 
recollect them. 

26192. Was that all that concerned the matter of voting?—I think so; 
most of it. 

26193. Sir Kenneth Mackenzie.—You are quite sure he did not say that 
if she wanted to vote in the factor's favour she had better not go down? 
—He said if she wanted the factor's favour not to go down; he would 
rather want her votes than that she should go—if she was going to give 
them to another. He heard that Mrs Murray was going to give them to 
another man. 

26194. He said so?—He did not say so, but I believe he heard that, 
and I know of my experience he did.—Alexander MacHardy. This 
woman never saw me on the morning of the election at all. They have 
a little ill-feeling in the matter because they were summoned out, and the 
holding was given to another. It is quite erroneous, I had no hand in 
the summoning her out. 
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SUTHER- 26195. But the question is whether you ever said to her that if she 
LAND. wanted the factor's favour she should not go to vote that day ?—I never 

->„__„„,.. made such a statement. 

Mrs Ann 
Murray. JAMES MURRAY, Labourer, Cattlefield (47)—examined. 

JamesMurray. 26196. The Chairman.—Were you present on the occasion on which 
Alexander MacHardy stopped at the door of your mother's house %—Yes. 

26197. Were you in the house or outside of it?—I was inside and 
outside at the same time. Mr MacHardy was in and outside and he 
spoke of it outside too. 

26198. Be very careful to recollect as exactly as possible what passed? 
—The words mentioned as far as I can remember were these—that the 
factor sent him on purpose for her not to go out to vote that election day 
—if we wanted the fa-tor's favour not to go. 

26199. I want to understand this, whatever the ground officer did say, 
was the impression left upon your mind aud the mind of this woman, that 
she was asked not to go if she wished to have the factor's favour Ì—Yes. 

26200. Is that the impression under which you remained Ì—Yes; true. 
26201. How did the old woman take the message; how did she 

understand it 1— Mrs Murray. She understood it that he did not want 
her to go to vote for the person she intended to give her vote to. 

26202. But she did go ?—Yes. 
26203. Was anything done to her afterwards for having gone 1—Not 

at the time. 
26204. How long afterwards was it Ì—I don't recollect;—some years. 
26205. How do you know that what was done three years afterwards 

had any connection with her vote 1—I cannot say, only there were no 
arrears except one, and there were others two years in arrears who were 
not summoned out. 

26206. Whom was the land given to 1—It was given to her son. 
26207. The son of your mother-in-law 1—Yes. 
26208. Is he in it still 1—He did not get it because the widow was not 

put out; but he was ordered to get it by the factor. 
26209. Aud has the widow got it still ?—Yes. 
26210. In the long run nobody seems to have been much hurt 1—No. 

—Rev. Mr Mackenzie. Did your mother-in-law become ill ?—Yes. 
36211. The Chairman.—Did she get better again 1—Yes. 

[ADJOURNED.] 
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KINLOCHBERVIE, THURSDAY, JULY 26, 1883. sVT£g,R-
LAND. 

Present:— KI"NWCH-
BERVIE. 

Lord NAPIER AND ETTRICK, K.T., Chairman. • 
Sir KENNETH S. MACKENZIE, Bart. 
DONALD CAMERON, Esq. of Lochiel, M.P. 
C. FRASER-MACKINTOSH, Esq. M.P. 
Sheriff NICOLSON, L L D . 
Professor MACKINNON, M.A. 

ALEXANDER MORRISON, Crofter, Sangobeg (62)—examined. 

26212. The Chaiitnan.—Have you any other trade besides being a A. Morrison, 
crofter ?—I have been a carpenter amongst the crofters. 

26213. Were you elected a delegate?—Yes. 
26214. From Durness ?—From Sangobeg. 
26215. Were there many pople present when you were elected?—The 

whole town—thirty or forty of them altogether. 
26216. Have you a written statement on behalf of these people?—I 

think there is one with Rev. Mr Ross if he comes round. 
26217. What have you to say on behalf of the people?—I have been 

forty years at Sangobeg. There were tenants upon the whole of our 
ground, and Bispond was a fishing port. There were twenty-five families 
removed to make a sheep farm. Twelve of them were sent in to 
Sangobeg. There are now twelve families in Sangobeg, and there were 
only six before the change was made. We are deprived of the privileges 
of sea and land. The seaport is taken from us ; it is two miles for the 
nearest fisherman. We fish for every kind of fish that is needed, and we 
don't get the proper use of them, because we have no proper means of 
conveying them to the market. The lobsters die before they reach the 
market. The lobsters require to go alive to the market, and we are sixty 
miles from the nearest railway station. There may be a merchant at hand 
for the fish which are brought ashore who will give an offer for what he 
wants himself, but the rest are left in our hands. If we had a pier, a 
telegraph station, a doctor, and some more of the land which has been taken 
from us, we think we might get through as our forefathers did. We 
are without any privilege, and it is very hard upon poor people. We 
must build houses and we only get one rent for building a house which 
will cost between £40 and £50 , we buying lime from the Duke. It is 
only one rent that is granted us for the house, and—a thing that is very 
strange—upon the Tongue side they there get, from glass which goes into 
the window to the floor that goes under their feet, aU the wood they 
required ; and we have the same proprietor. The slates for the house are 
paid in three instalments. 

26218. You said there were tenants brought in from another place and 
put into your township, where did the tenants come from ?—There were 
six in Rispond farm brought into Sangobeg in addition to the six who 
were there previously. 

26219. When these six were brought in was the arable ground of the 
tenants divided and given to them or did they break up new ground 
outside the fence ?—No new ground could be made; it was the old 
ground that was given them. 
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BUTHEE- 26220. Your previous holdings were divided?—Yes, two lots were 
LAND. made out of the one. 

KIXLOCH- 26221. How long ago is it sines thesetsix families were brought in 1— 
BERVIE. About forty years. 

26222. Has anybody been brought in since ?—None since. 
A. Morrison. 26223. Has the number of tenants increased since, or are there just the 

same number of crofts as there were forty years ago ?—There are no more 
now than forty years ago ; there is no place for them. 

26224. Are there any cottars ; people without land ?—One. 
26225. When the new people were brought in and the land divided 

was there a reduction of rent of the six that were there before 1^-The rent 
was divided amongst them—equal rent. The two crofters had only to pay 
the rent of the one that was there previously. 

26226. Had they good hill pasture ?—No. 
26227. Is it large ?—No. 
26228. Has any of it been taken away from the townships ?—None from 

our township. 
26229. You say you want a doctor, would you be inclined to pay 

something more if there is a doctor appointed by the Duke ?—Yes. 
26230. A small addition to your rent ?—Yes. 
26231. You say you want a pier—what kind of a pier would it be ? 

would it be an expensive thing, or a smaU place for boats ?—A pier that 
a steamer could come to. 

26232. Is there a proper place for building a pier ?—Yes. 
26233. How do you know that] Has it ever been examined by an 

engineer ?—Yes. 
26234. Sherif Nicolson.—How far are you from the doctor?—Thirty-

one miles. 
26235. What do you do when you want a doctor?—Send for him. 
26236. Where does he live ?—At Scourie. 
26237. Why is he there ?—I cannot answer that. 
26238. Are there most people there ?—I cannot tell. I do not know 

that part of the country. 
26239. Have you never had a doctor nearer you than that ?—No. 
26240. How have the people of Durness been doing without one? 

Are they better or worse 1—I think they would be better of one, as we 
have often to send for one. 

26241. I suppose there are some cases in which there is great suffering 
because you cannot get one ?—Yes. 

26242. Have your people any horses at Sangobeg ?—No. There is no 
need for them. 

26243. Have you to send a foot messenger for the doctor ?—Yes. 
26244. And, pei haps, sometimes he cannot begot?—That very often 

happens. 
26245. There is no horse in Sangobeg?—None, but the back of a man. 

He n ust fir jt go to the ware and then to the spade ; he must sow the 
seed an I then harrow the ground after that, and go three-quarters of a 
mile up the hill for a creel of peats to make a fire that will make ready 
his breakfast. 

26246. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh—You stay in Sangobeg ?—Yes. 
26247. Do you know a place called Laidh ?—Yes. 
26248. Is it a very poor place ?—Yes, it is. 
26249. Could a place be poorer?—Everyone is so poor that he can 

scarcely make a living upon i t 
26250. How long is it since the road we have come by was made ?—I 

cannot exactly tell.—A Crofter. Fifty-three years. 
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26251. I see the Rev. Mr Ross here; have you a written statement, Mr 
Ross9—Rev. Mr Ross. I forwarded it to the secretary, Mr M'NeilL 

26252. When ?—I think last night. I forwarded it to Kinlochbervie, 
as I scarcely expected to be present. 

26253. Was this document which Mr Ross refers to read and approved 
of by the people ]—Alexander Morrison. Yes. 

26254. And it represents the feeling of the people ]—Exactly. 
26255. Is there a man called Swauson present here to-day 1—Yes. 
26256. And Ewan Mackay ]—Yes, he is present. 
26257. "With regard to the other families who were put in upon you, 

was that done by the authority of the proprietor or the factor ]—Yes, one 
Mr Anderson was here at the time—the previous factor. 

26258. Did the six old tenants object to the new people being put in 
upon them %—They were forced in upon us. 

26259. Was the place just small enough for six ]—It was too small. 
26260. Even for six]—Yes. 
26261. Have these families been struggling and in difficulties ever 

since 1—They were very poor. 
26262. Did it benefit the six original tenants to have the six other men 

put in among them Ì—It was a loss to them. 
26263. Have you ever seen the proprietor ] has he been here amongst 

vou ]—Many a time. 
26264. Did you ever represent your state of poverty to him verbally 

or in writing ]—We neither spoke nor wrote. 
26265. Did any of the people in the township do so ]—None.—Rev. 

Mr Ross. Hugh Munro said at a meeting he was one of three who went 
about the land which was taken off.—Alexander Morrison. There was 
a fifth part of land taken from us and a fifth part of the land was reduced 
at the time by Mr Anderson. The rent at first was £20 , and it was taken 
down to £15. 

26266. Is Rispond a big farm ]—No, it is not a big farm. 
26267. What rent is Rispond paying]—I cannot tell. 
26268. Was it a great loss to your township the loss of that one-fifth ] 

—I t was a great loss. 
26269. Was it worth a great deal more to the people than £ 5 a year ? 

—A great deal more in the condition in which they were. 
26270. Why did not you or your fellow-townsman, when you have 

been in poverty so long, represent your case to the proprietor, particularly 
when he has been in the country ]—The reason is because anything we 
asked of him we never got. 

26271. Do you refer to the present proprietor or to old times ]— To the 
present Duke. 

26272. Does it come to this that you think there is no use of making 
any application to benefit your circumstances ]—We never got an answer 
to any application we ever made. 

26273. Have you ceased making any applications I—In our township 
we have stopped. 

26274. Do you know anything about what is commonly called the 
Durness riots, or does any other delegate know more about that ]—There 
are others here who know more about them than I. 

26275. Who knows best about them 1—Alexander Swanson. 
26276. Tlie Chairman.— How many acres of arable land are there in 

your croft]—I am certain it would make one and a half acres. 
26277. Is that all the arable ground you have ]—Yes. 
26278. What stock do you keep Ì—Two cows and a calf, but I cannot 

rear these upon the produce of my own ground. 
5 N 

SUTHER. 
LAND. 

KINLOCH­
BERVIE. 

A. Morrison. 
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STJTHER- 26279. Have you any sheep 1—Yes. 
LAND. 26280. How many I—Twelve. 

KINLOCH- 26281. What is your rent Ì—£1, 5s.. 
BtwiB, 26282. Has you rent ever been raised since you became a crofter there 

—No. 
A. Momson. 26283. Do you think £ 1 , 5s. too much rent?-—I do.not think the 

rent too much, but what sort of a living can a man make out of 25s. 
worth of ground, and when he has to work it with his own hands ? 

26284. Are other crofts much about the same size as yours or 
smaller 1—About the same size. 

26285. Have any of their rents been raised or have they always been 
the same Ì—There are two in the township whose rents have been raised. 

26286. Why were they raised 1—I do not know. 
26287. When a father dies and a son succeeds iu the crof- is it the 

custom for the rent to be raised ]—That is the reason ascribed to us for 
it, that the rent is raised on the son succeeding. 

26288. How much is it raised ]—Ten shillings on 25s. of rent. 
26289. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—If you had four times the extent of 

ground would it be easier for you to pay £ 5 of rent 1—Yes, although it 
would be £ 8 it would be easier for me to pay than 25s. at present 

26290. Is the acre of arable land all square, or is it lying in different 
places 1—It is just patches here and there. 

Rev. JAMES ROSS, Free Church Minister, Durness (66)—examined. 

Rev. J. Ross." 26291. Sir Kenneth Mackenzie.—The statement you were good enough 
to send in, has not reached us in time. Will you be so good as to state 
verbally the heads of it 1—It is not very easy for me to remember owing 
to the shortness of my memory. I stated the extent of the parish of 
Durness. I t contains more acreage than any other parish around.— 
140,800 acres. I took that from what are said to be Government returns, 
and the rental according to the rent roll is £6615. All that the crofters 
from 5s. to £ 5 of rental pay is £224. The population of Durness is the 
smallest in this county, namely 987, and it has been always diminishing 
for several decades. There are 100 crofters paying, as I said from 5s. to 
£5 . Their holdings are very small, some, I learn, having only one, or one 
and a half acres, to two and a half, and, perhaps, up to five acres. My 
own glebe, which I hold under his Grace, is about four acres in extent, 
and I pay £5 minus 6cL The holdings are small. No one family could 
make a livelihood on the produce of their crop, neither could any fisher­
man make a livelihood by his labour and the produce from the sea, 
according to the present arrangement—that is the want of road transit to 
the market, besides the wild nature of the coast and the want of sufficient 
boats and fishing gear. They have no road to the market, and the 
lobsters are often lost. If it is cold frosty weather they die while they 
are being sent to London, and often they lose them in the sea. In 
February last they lost their gear round Cape Wrath, and out of £70 
which was returned to them from Billingsgate for lobsters they had to pay 
about £40 in replacing their fishing gear. The crofts are not subdivided. 
The system pursued is this, that where .parents get old and frail the son or 
son-in-law goes into the house with the understanding that he will support 
the parents ; but thi3 son and his young family growing up finds it hard 
and difficult to get on as the croft will not maintain one family and there 
are two on it. There are several complaints of shortcomings and 



Minutes of Evidence. 1667 

tightness, and of tenants murmuring as to their being deprived long ago SuTHER-
of strips of arable land which was added to the sheep farms. There LAND. 
was a case from Durini—a big park which they had th i r ty years ago for ~~ 
putt ing in their lambs or calves—that was before the present management— inam& 
and some scores of acres were taken fiom them and added to Balnoskail. ' 
The tenants resisted that , but without avail. They maintain tha t the- Rev. J. Boss 
got no reduction of rent or compensation for the loss of this park except 
that the Balnoskail farm dropped the custom of sending theii sheep up 
the hill to a loch to be washed and dried on the grazing. I have also 
been told tha t in addition to the crofters and small farmers, the large 
farmers when they get arable land—that is the tacksmen—claim a share 
of the grazing on the hill. The tenants dispute their r ight and say part 
of the grazing on the hill was cut off and added to the large farms. These 
are disputed points between them. Last year also, they were deprived of 
grazing of their horses at Foinaven. They had an ancient right or privilege 
of sending a horse to the grazing ground, for the number of tenants is limited. 
Now, they had the privilege of grazing a horse on Foinaven for ages past, 
and they were deprived of that last year. They go t an order, and some were 
to be ejected, and some did not obey. They got notice from the factor's 
office. I took part in this and helped to write the pet i t ion—not to send 
horses last year, but some did send them. Those who did send them were 
fined 5s. • I assisted them in writing a petition to the D u k e ; bu t I qui te 
forgot the matter when the Duke was in the parish last year, and did not 
speak to him about it. The result was that this 5s. tax was made 
perpetual for herding and grazing. Formerly the tenants paid Is . 6d. for 
each horse for herding them, and now they are bound under an obligation 
—they do not get a copy of it themselves, but there is a paper sent to 
them individually to sign an agreement of that sort—to pay 5s. yearly. 

26292. The Chairman.—If they paid tha t were they to tret the grazing 1 
—The proprietor undertook then both to allow the grazing of a horse 
and also the herding for 5s. a horse. Formerly they paid I s . 6d. They 
remove the horses about the first week of August before the shooting 
commences. Some of the people demurred to sign this paper because 
there were some blanks in it not filled up. Then there was a threat thnt 
if they did not sign it they would be reported to the office as disloyal; 
and this frequently happens. I may say, however, tha t there might be 
explanations as to some parts of i t ; and those who had this right before 
any change was made in the law of the estate go t their horses I believe 
for 2s. 6d., but there are very few of these surviving. The rest pay 5s. 
They paid it the first year as a fine. They thought they had the right to 
the grazing and the right was resisted. As to Sangobeg and Laidh, I am 
pretty familiar with the people and their circumstances. They are poor, 
and no family can live on their croft alone. They must provide the rent, 
large or small, and most of their livelihood they get from other sources, 
either at home or from home. The fishing classes go to the herring fishing 
in the summer, and they generally fish lobsters in the winter aud spring. 
The land is not fit for cultivation. The people have no facilities for fish­
ing but Loch Er ibo l l ; and their stock are fed on the sea-ware on the 
shore and on the hill pasture—heather. Their stock have pret ty fair 
advantages so far as the summer and autumn are concerned, and partly in 
spring feeding on the sea-ware, and also on the heather, but they will 
have very little off the crofts but provender to support them in 
winter, and they make very little. Their only resource, if the potatoes 
succeed and they get fish, is potatoes and fish, particularly if they succeed 
in the herring fishing. W i t h the privileges of country air and home, and 
plenty water and milk, and potatoes and fish, they could live comfortable 



166S Highlands and Islands Commission. 

Sl'THER- as to the necessaries of life; but when these fail the people are very badly 
LAND. 0jf Last year the potatoes failed and much of the little crop they had 

„ was destroyed by the severe gale of October 1st. The produce failed and 
BKRVIE. t u e fishing has failed for two or three years, and the little meal people had 

. last year they used in spring. They were accordingly in want of seed as 
Rev. J. Boss, well as meaL It was for seed that I was mainly apprehensive. We 

applied to the Mansion House Fund for aid, mainly for seed, but in some 
cases a few families are and always will be poor. We got £50 of a grant 
from the Mansion House Fund, £ 2 0 from the Duke of Westminster, and 
£ 1 0 from other sportsmen,—altogether about £100. We also got fifty 
bolls of meal from the Glasgow committee, and employment was given 
at road making. Some poor people, if tkay were in destitute circumstances, 
also got a little meal. Any little oats they grew, they must keep for their 
horses. The Durnie people have horses, but not the people at Sangobeg. 
Some of them have two cows and a calf, the same as myself. I keep no 
horse. Once or twice only have I put some bailey to the mill during the 
last twelve years. I am a member of the Parochial Board, and always 
have pleaded for having a doctor nearer than thirty miles off. Several 
cases of emergency would pass the crisis before the doctor could be got. 
Sometimes a foot runner is sent off to Scourie, and sometimes a rider, 
and it might be the second or third day before the doctor came, and 
several times the disease has been at the crisis, before the doctor could 
reach the place. Since I came here, eight sen years ago, we have had, I 
think, seven doctors. One died and the uext had to leave—I was told he 
was ordered to leave—another, Dr Smith, had a dispute with the factor. 
The doctors stand on their professional etiquette, and do not like to take 
orders. 

26293. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—Even from a factor]—Even from a 
duke, I suppose. I tried to make things quiet. The next one left too, 
in some huff or other. Dr M'Callum left of his own accord. L>r Ross left 
a year or two ago and went to Islay; and now we have the seventh 
doctor. The late General Scobie supported me always in trying to get a 
doctor for the parish, and we applied to the Duke, through the factor, to 
get a share of the grant which he gives. The Duke gives £40 to help to 
get a doctor for the two parishes of Eddrachillis and Durness. If we got 
£ 2 0 from the Duke and £25 from the Lighthouse Commissioners, we 
agreed that we would assist the parish to make up a salary for a doctor. 
Mr M'lver sometimes said—what would we do with Eddrachillis Ì and I 
said that was their look out We pay half of the doctor's salary, aud the 
doctor lives three miles from Scourie. 

2629-i. The Chairman.—How much would the gross salary be?—We 
pay £55, I think, and I think Eddrachillis pays the same amount; at any 
rate we reckon the salary to be £150 or £180 besides his practice. 
There was a committee then appointed to look out for a site—Mr M'lver, 
Mr Clark and General Scobie—and get an estimate of the cost of a house, 
but nothing came of it. This was some years ago. We would be satisfied 
with the present arrangement, if the doctor were situated midway between 
the two parishes, but I never did, and the people do not, approve of the 
present system, for I represent the people on this point. The doctor lives at 
the extreme end of the parish of EddrachiUis. Tha people complain—they 
mutter—and they are afraid of uttering some of the causes of their discontent 
because they are under the fear of the factor and the ground officer. I beg 
to state at once and entirely that I have no feeling whatever against the factor 
or ground officer or officials. What I have in view is the system and the 
effect of that system on the minds of the people. As to making improve­
ments, there are irritating influences at work. The ground officer gets an 
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order issued from Scourie—and whether or not, I suppose it is his SUTHER-
business really to write his reports to the factor—and sometimes a person LAND, 
improving his house or lot may be stopped, so far as we can see K ~ ~~ 
capriciously, and then he will be allowed to go on. But if he does not BKEVH." 
yield or obey, hs will be reported as disloyal. Now this is an irritating * 
influence. The ground officer Ì3 the only meal dealer—I mention this to Rev- J- Ross-
show his power—in the parish. He is very kind and considerate, and I 
am far from saying he is not the best who could do that, for he knows the 
capability of the people and knows their stock, and he gives them credit, 
and many are deep in debt to him. But that gives him such influence 
that the people are afraid to speak. As to the state of education, the 
whole officers connected with Durnie school are in the one family of the 
ground officer. His son-in-law is teacher and registrar; his daughter is 
female teacher ; his son and daughter are pupil teachers, and all the 
officers are in one family ; and the ground officer was himself until now com­
pulsory officer. In some respects all these might be the very best 
people:—I am not saying they are not—-but I mean to say that these 
things have an irritating effect on the spirits of the people. I do not say 
a word against the teacher—he is present—I believe he does his best and 
does not spare himself. Notwithstanding education is backward, and 
there are no advanced scholars ; and I tell the Commissioners there are 
children in my neighbourhood, some of them past thirteen years of age, 
who cannot read a syllable ; and there are children elsewhere in the parish 
in the same condition, besides the families of some shepherds. I 
remonstrate against that. I am not a member of the School Board ; I 
resigned after the first meeting. Mr M'lver came to the meeting after 
the election, and the returning officer was absent. There were five of us 
there, and I proposed that Mr Clark take the chair until we proceeded 
orderly to elect a chairman. Mr M'lver said, ' No, I must constitute the 
board first, and moreover I am appointed chairman already in other 
parishes, and none else will be mentioned here, or it will be a slur upon the 
Duke of Sutherland.' I thought that was assuming authority and 
superseding the statute. I had no objection at all to Mr M'lver as chair­
man, but I did object to concentrate the whole affairs of Durness parish 
in Scourie office, more than thirty miles off, and my opinion was no secret. 
I think I proposed that the meeting should be opened with prayer. 
Mr M'lver said, ' No, I have decided that already elsewhere.' Now, 
these were all matters decided, cut and dry for us. If it had been 
discussed and had been carried by a majority, it would have been all 
right and proper ; but what was to be done, let it be done properly and not 
dictatorially. I did not leave the board at that time, but I resigned before 
the next meeting. There is no real representative of the parents of my 
people at the School Board with very few exceptions, and the rest are 
representing the estate and the sheep farmers and the Established minister. 
The Established minister and I are good neighbours and good friends, 
and we act without any discord or feeling. We quite agree upon all 
p irochial matters. 

26295. Sir Kenneth Mackenzie.—Had you a contested election for 
the School Board 1—"We never have a contested election for anything. 
The way that it is done is this, I believe,—the order comes up to 
Durness, and the ground officer gets two men, or his son, who is inspector 
of poor. Formerly we had not a rssident inspector of poor, and I 
objected to that. He used to be resident at Scourie. He was given to 
intemperance, and when he came to pay the paupers at Durness he was 
very often incompetent, and I objected to that. We have now a 
resident inspector, the ground officer's son. That is another office which 
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SUTHER- is in the same family, but I do not object to that at all. I am satisfied 
LAXD. wj th the fact that he is resident. 

K^ en- 26296. Had you a contested election ?—No, we had not at any time. 
BERviE. 26297. Are your people dissatisfied with the constitution of the School 

Board ?—So far as I know they are not satisfied with the school arrange-
Rev. J. Ross, tnents, but as to the School Board they often wish me to return to it. 

They are not satisfied in that respect, but I did not return to it. Mr 
M'lver wished me to return, but I would not. 

26298. If there was any great dissatisfaction with the School Board 
would not some of your people nominate representatives to suit 
themselves, and contest the election Ì—There are very few electors 
resident. I suppose they require to pay a rent of £ 4 before they can get 
a vote, and there are very few of that class. 

26299. There are 100 crofters, and they are principally your own 
parishioners ?—Yes. 

26300. And very few of them paying £4 ?—Very few. 
26301. They would not have a majority of votes in the parish 1—No, 

very few pay £4—£2 and £ 3 is the usual. There may be a dozen 
paying £4 , but not more. 

26302. What is the constitution of the Parochial Board here?—The 
Board was elected according to statute. 

26303. How many elected members are there ?—Five, Mr M'lver Ì3 
chairman. 

26304. Is Mr M'lver an elected member, or does he represent the Duke 
of Sutherland ?—He represents the Duke of Sutherland on both boards. 

26305. Who are the elected members in the Parochial Board ì—Mr 
Clark, Embol i ; Mr Swanson, Rispond ; and myself. 

26306. There are only three elected members?—Yes. 
26307. What is the number of ex officio members ?—Two. 
26308. The proprietor's representative and the minister of the 

Established Church ?—Yes. 
26309. Have any of the elders of the Established Church seats at 

the Parochial Board ?—There are no elders in the parish. 
26310. Those three elected members constitute the majority of the 

Parochial Board ?—Yes. 
26311. And they can, if they choose, insist on having a doctor in the 

parish ?—I often said so, but it happened that it would be of no avail. At 
every change of doctor I voted for it, and once I made a motion, but it was 
not seconded. It was very near the renewal of the leases, and the large 
farmers quite naturally avowed they did not like to oppose the authorities 
at the time of renewal of the lease. 

26312. It is not necessary then for the Parochial Board to have a 
doctor within the parish ?—It would be according to the requirements of 
the statute. 

26313. Have you represented the case to the Board of Supervision 1— 
I am not aware at this moment j I am not positive that I can answer the 
question directly. 

26314. As I understand the great complaint against the proprietor here 
is want of land 1—The smallness of crofts. 

26315. They do not complain of the rents?—Some do, that the rent is 
too high for them in this way—the rents are not considered very high, 
but the toil and labour drawing sea-ware out of the tide and carrying it 
in a creel on the back—the labour and work and toil arising makes the 
whole produce of the crofter accordingly dear. The rents, considering 
other matters, are not too high. As regards my own croft I would not 
cultivate it at all if I could get dairy produce. I am ordered to live on 
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milk, and I keep a cow or two ; but I pay for aU the work on the croft, STJTHER-
horse work and people's work, and the produce of the ground costs me LAND. 
double, more than I could buy it for anywhere else. So that the produce K o 
is very dear considering the labour, but the rents are not. BERVIE. 

26316. Is the nature of the country such that the ground cannot be 
ploughed 1—Oh ! yes, mine can be ploughed. Rev> J- R°S3-

26317. Then why should it cost so much more to cultivate?— 
The subject is a very poor one, and as I have no horse, I cannot collect 

j manure. The soil is poor and gets exhausted from continual cropping 
and sea-ware ; the soil gets thinner and poorer, and consequently the crop 

'is poorer and weaker, and is more subject to be driven by the gales in 
autumn. Some of the larger crofts now sow grass and turnips, but 
although they sow grass they would need to have lots fenced to keep the 
sheep off from destroying the young grass and corn. This was resisted. 

26318. By whom?—By the representative of the proprietor. I 
remember my neighbour putting a wire round to keep sheep off, and the 
ground officer came and insisted that it should be taken down. 

26319. Was that at the instance of the neighbours?—Some of the 
neighbours are opposed to fences, because all the crofts are not fenced, and 
if the croft of one were fenced their sheep would not get in on his grass to 
use it as common, and they hold that his sheep would get on to their 
ground that it would require all the crofts to be fenced. 

26320. In fact it is the custom that the sheep that are on the hill, 
winter on the arable land?—Quite so, on the arable land. 

26321. Probably therefore the ground officer was acting on behalf of 
the people ?—In this case he was not. Those who fenced took in their 
own sheep in time of lambing, and kept them on their own ground, and 
if they have any yeald sheep they put them on the hill, and the people 
pay so much for a shepherd, and the ground officer has the management 
of the sheep. I lost all my barley this year at the time of clipping. The 
shepherd put all the clipped sheep west near my park, and went away to 
dinner, and when some person came they were all in my barley and they 
could not get them out. The ground officer has to keep up the sheep, and 
those who fence their crofts can keep the sheep at the time of lambing on 
their own crofts; and with regard to the yeald sheep, the ground officer, 
having a shepherd, it is his duty to keep them off. 

26322. Is that the reason why the ground officer objects to fencing Ì— 
I do not know his reason, but that is the reason so far as we can interpret 
it, and so far as we can learn it—that no one croft should be fenced 
because his ground was then shut out from the other sheep. The ground 
officer himself has a larger flock than several of the tenants. 

26323. The last witness, Alexander Morrison, thought the same 
encouragement was not given to improving houses here as in Tongue. 
Was that one of the complaints mentioned in your paper 1—No. I was 
not so well conversant with that, but I heard of cases where they were 
improving and building houses; and I heard of cases where the ground 
officer stopped them for taking the drift sand along the sea-shore, and 
then he said they might go on with it. I know another where the ground 
officer stopped a man from building his house, and afterwards let him go 
0:1. 

26324. What are their names ?—It is a delicate matter, and I would 
not like to tell the names, because the people are under intimidation from 
the influence I mentioned; whether well founded or not, they are 
afraid of such influences. It was not the man himself who told me of 
the second case, but his neighbour ; and as I am not well versed or 
grounded in it, perhaps it would not be wise to mention the names. 
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SUTHER- 26325. Was there a large meeting at which your representation was 
LAND. drawn up 1—It was read at the meeting on Tuesday. 

KINLOCH- --6326. Was it a large meeting Ì—There would be about forty men> 
BERVIE. present. The substance of it was mentioned at previous meetings at which 

there were fifty or sixty crofters present. 
Rev. J. Ross. 26327. You had more than one meeting 1—I had a meeting called 

about the Commissioners' visit. The people were hesitating—and I 
readily got a person to be a delegate. There was another meeting, at 
which I was not present. About nine or ten of them came up to my 
house ; but the things in the paper were discussed at the meeting, at 
which there were fifty or sixty people present, men and lads. 

26328. Have there been any gentlemen from outside Sutherland 
attending these meetings 1—Yes, Mr Murdoch of the Highlander was at 
one meeting last week. I kuew him in Islay nearly forty years ago, and 
he wrote me, and came to my house. He was at the meeting for a short 
time. My mind is not cast entirely in his mould. I was for a short 
time at his meeting, but it was so heated that I did not stay long. 

26329. Have you had Mr Mackenzie from Inverness'?--! saw him; 
he passed through. He wrote me a card, and I came up and saw him. I 
must have met him in Gairloch, when I was visiting the schools. I did 
not know who he was, but he thinks I must have met him at Gairloch. 

26330. But he had no meeting with the people 1—No, but he had a 
meeting with the delegates. He saw some of them in my presence, and I 
heard that he saw others.' I am not sure if he saw them all. 

26331. Mr Cameron.—You seem to be very much dissatisfied with 
almost everybody who lives in the place here 1—I am not aware of that. 

26332. You seem to be dissatisfied with the factor?—Not personally. 
26333. With the ground officer ?—No; I am dissatisfied with the 

system. 
26334. But with their public conduct ?—I would not go that length. 

I do not think my statement would go that length. 
26335. Are you satisfied with the teacher Ì—The teacher I believe does 

his best, and does not spare himself. 
26336. You are dissatisfied with the poor inspector Ì—No. 
26337. You stated so 1—No. I think I stated the reverse. I said I 

had no objection to the poor inspector. 
26338. It was the former one I—The former one was intemperate, but 

I was dissatisfied with Ihis part of it, that the late inspector, when the 
change was made, got a pension off Durness parish. He is still inspector 
at Scourie. 

26339. But you were dissatisfied with him 1—Yes. 
26340. Is there any class of persons who give you satisfaction, and do 

their work in such a manner as to give you no dissatisfaction ?—I am not 
dissatisfied with the people generally. I mentioned some things in the 
system, and in the actings that have, in my opinion, a prejudicial effect 
upon the spirit of the people. 

26341. But you are dissatisfied with the public official conduct of 
those persons I have named ?—I won't go that length. 

26342. Then I am not to take that for granted Ì—No, it would not be 
right. I resisted a few things. I hope I am understood—I stated a few 
things arising from these influences and this system. They tend to 
deteriorate the minds of the people and discourage them. The factor is 
there. I am not dissatisfied with him—I think he is a competent man. 
I am not dissatisfied with him as chairman of the School Board; but 
what I am dissatisfied with, is his assuming authority without a fair 
consideration of the whole. Things seem to us as if they were branded 
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in his office, and come cut and dry to us. I think him the most SUTHER-
competent and perhaps the best man for the place, as I stated in my LAND. 

PaPer- . KINLOCH-
26343. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—You stated that the population of BERVIE. 

Durness is decreasing every decade ?—Yes, for several decades. 
26344. And it is now 987 ?—Yes. Rev- J- R o s s 

26345. And the acreage of the parish is the largest in Sutherland Ì— 
It is the largest I have seen in the Government statement. 

26346. With a fine rental ?—It is larger than the neighbouring 
parishes according to the rent roU. There are some in Sutherland larger, 
up to £10,000 or £11,000. 

26347. You have just been asked if you were not dissatisfied with 
certain things ; are you satisfied or not with this fact, that there seem 
to be 987 people only upon 140,000 acres of land, and that many of these 
people are very poor 1—I am not satisfied with that. 

26348. Would it not seem curious to an outsider that it should be 
necessary in such a gigantic parish as this, with such a small population, to 
apply for outside charity to supply the people with seed 1—I presume it 
would be so. 

26349. Had you something to do with the application to the Mansion 
House Committee ?—I did apply. 

26350. Did you do so after very careful consideration of the 
circumstances of the people, and with a due sense of the responsibility of 
its going out to the world that it was necessary for you to do so ?—I did. 

26351. Has that money been of great service in the way of providing 
seed for the people in the parish of Durness 1—That is a thing I am not 
aware of as yet. The Duke of Sutherland supplied seed on the credit of 
this money, and I cannot say how far the money may be applied to the 
payment of this seed. Some of the people got employment, and the 
money they received may have been devoted to the payment of the seed or 
not ; we do not know. 

26352. What did you do with the £ 5 0 from the Mansion House 
Committee ?—It was banked, and the ground officer's son is treasurer. It 
is in the bank in his name for the Relief Committee. 

26353. What is the name of the ground officer we hear so much about 1 
—John Gunn. 

26354. Does he belong to the parish Ì—He is not a native. He comes 
from Caithness, I believe. 

26355. We have been told in another place that there is not a single 
Sutherlandshire man in the employment of the estate, from the ground 
officer up to the head factor—is that the case in your parish, so far as you 
are aware 1—I believe it is ; but I am subject to correction in that. 

26356. We were told also that the highest grade in which a Sutherland-
shire man gets anything to do for the estate is earning days' wages as a 
labourer. Is that the case in Durness 1—Nothing else occurs to me 
except that at present. 

26357. Does the ground officer, besides keeping a store, also deal in 
cattle 1—I believe he does, but I am not conversant with his dealings in 
that respect. 

26358. Other produce besides meal 1—I am not aware at present. 
Formerly he used to keep tea and butter. He used to take cattle and 
lambs and sheep; he used to sell these, and in some cases got the money; 
and any work that was going would be got from him. 

26359. Is it not a fact here that the most of the business of the 
crofters with the outer world, in the way of buying and selling, is carried 
on through him ?—I believe that is the case, so far as I know. 
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STJTHER- 263GO. I think you made a remark that this ground officer is also a 
LAND. crofter, or is supposed to be a crofter ?—He has a pretty large croft, 

jr larger than ours. 
BERVIE." 26361. Can you teU me whether that croft is in the Valuation Roll? 

—I t is not on the roll so far as I can discover. 
Rev. J. Ross. 26362. It pays no taxes 1—It is not in the roll, so far as I am aware. 

26363. If it is not in the Valuation Roll, it does not pay taxes ?—I 
believe not. 

26364. Do you know whether the proprietor pays taxes for that croft ? 
—I am not aware. 

26365. Are the holdings of the bulk of the people here of a very limited 
nature, and the very worst land in the parish ?—The Durnie lands are 
pretty good—three or four acres ; but the other townships are of a very 
poor description and very small narrow strips. 

26366. Are there any people in the central or inland parts 1—No, only 
at Loch Erriboll; but it is 7 miles up the loch from us. The crofter 
population is within 2 miles of the road, in a triangle—a small spot 

26367. Were almost all these townships or crofts modern creations ? 
were not they the result of people being cleared from other parts ?— 
Laid, Loch Erriboll, I believe, was gathered up from part of Rispond, 
and the land connected with it. 

26368. With regard to the value of the crop, you stated, I think, that 
certain crofts are very severe on a man to labour, for their position, so 
that to work four acres of a croft in one place among rocks, and four acres 
of nice rich arable Iand,are two very different things ?—Yes. 

26369. So that if you sometimes hear a man is paying a trifling rent 
for land, whether it is a high rent or not depends on the quality of the 
land. Except at Durnie is the bulk of the Land held by these people of 
a poor and scattered nature ?—Very poor, principally on the Loch 
Erriboll side. 

26370. How was the £6000 of rental made up—sheep farms or 
shootings ?—There are four sheep farms and part of another. The largest 
sheep farm, I think, pays £1385. 

26371. Who is the tenant of it?—Mr Scott of Bulnaskail, but he is 
not there in winter. 

26372. What is the next biggest ?—Erriboll pays £1250 , I think. 
26373. He is a resident 1—-He used to be, but he stays in Ross-shire 

a good deal in winter. 
26374. What is the next ?—Keoldale. Mr Scobie, I think, is paying the 

same rent for Keoldale as Erriboll, but part of that is in Kinlochbervie. 
26375. He is a resident ?—Mr John Scobie is, and his brother General 

Scobie was before him. 
26376. These are Sutherland men 1—Yes. 
26377. Good men 1—Well, yes. There are various standards of 

goodness. 
26378. What is the fourth ?—Rispond, a smaller farm. 
26379. It pays under £200 %--£157. The other portion of the rental 

is all over the side of Loch Erriboll and a portion of Melness. The 
portion belonging to Durness pays upwards of £700. 

26380. How is it that the population is decreasing?—There is no 
room to increase ; there can be no marriages ; no house or land can be 
got. It is against the law of the estate, and perhaps it is a good law. 1 
am not against everybody and everything, and although it is a hardship 
that young people cannot marry, yet the law of the estate is good, that 
they should not marry without a house and lands, and no houses or land 
can be got. 
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26381. So far as the younger members of the family of a crofter are SUTHER-
concerned, they must leave ?—They must leave when they rise in the LAND, 
world; they cannot settle. If they were educated to trades they would KINLOCH-
leave. The land at present is tied under lease, and there is no room for BERVIE. 
extension of the population. 

26382. In your opinion could the parish of Durness not support with Rev- J- K o s 

comfort and advantage a larger population than 987 1—Certainly. 
26383. But there would need to bo trade opened up—more room— 

sheep farms broken up 1—There must be slices taken off the large farms 
around both arable land and hill—share and share. 

2638L. Have these large farms been within the last forty or fifty years 
made larger; or were they constituted as big as they are at the time of 
the purchase of the estate 1 This is the Reay country is it not 1—Yes. As 
to the dates of the historical part of it, I do not think I am competent to 
answer, as I was not resident here. 

26385. But do you think the sheep farms have been getting larger and 
larger ?—They have not been getting larger since I came here. I am not 
sure as to the dates,—whether they were larger before the Sutherland 
family came into possession or under Lord Reay. 

26386. Were the bulk of the crofters who are dotted along the east 
coast placed there by the Mackays or the Sutherlands ?—I rather think 
that many of them were placed there by the Reay family, but my memory 
does not serve me accurately upon that. 

26387. You said you never applied to the Board of Supervision about 
a doctor for the parish Ì—I did not myself. 

26388. You are a ratepayer in the parish 1—Yes. 
26389. Are you aware what powers the Board of Supervision have in 

regard to a medical officer in each parish Ì—Generally I know the statute 
requires a medical officer, but in my opinion and that of a great many 
the law of the estate is sufficient for many things. For instance, the 
superannuation of the inspector of poor.—I used to see a discussion in 
Parliament to enable boards to grant a superannuation allowance. 
Durness did not need an Act of Parliament to do so. The Board of 
Supervision has large powers, I believe, but what they are I am not 
competent to say. 

26390. Perhaps you will consider it more closely now. because this 
seems a point for yourself Ì—My time is about done ; I am an invalid. 

26391. The Chairman.—You stated that you were elected a member of 
the School Board with four other persons'?—Yes, that was in 1872 or 1873. 

26392. The other four members were either connected with the 
Established Church or estate management or the sheep-farming interest 1 
—There was the Established Church minister and factors and Mr George 
Clark. I forget who was the fifth, but I think it was Mr Swansou of 
Rispond. 

26393. Did you look upon yourself as the only representative of the 
popular element or feeling 1—-Scarcely that, but I was more in contact 
with the parents of the children. 

26394. Did you look upon yourself as specially capable of representing 
the interest and wishes of the parents of the children ?—No doubt I 
would think that. 

26395. You resigned your office in consequence of the attitude taken 
towards yourself and the board by the factor 1—Yes. 

26396. When you resigned your office, was anybody else nominated in 
your place Ì—I suppose there was. 

26397. Who was nominated |—I think for the time being it was Mr 
M'lver'a sou, but I am not sura 
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SUTHER- 26398. But there was a fifth member nominated by the Board, in 
LAND. conformity with the statute 1—Yes. 

KiNLOcn- 26399. How was your substitute nominated or elected 1—I think it 
BERVIE. was by the members of the board, as far as I recollect 

26400. Did this new member represent the popular interest as it were 1 
Rev.. J. Ross. __x cannot think that. 

26401. You think he was also connected with the estate agency ?—I 
think so. 

26402. Suppose you had remained on the board, notwithstanding these 
disagreeable features in your position, and fought it out, do you not think 
you might have mitigated any evils which you believed to exist, and so 
have done some good 1—I do not think so. I was getting into delicate 
health, and I did not think I would succeed in doing any good. If I 
thought it would be of any use I would do it. 

26403. You mentioned there were no natives of Sutherland promoted 
to positions of trust or authority in the county. Can you state whether 
any of the Established Church clergy of the county are Sutherland men '] 
—There is one in Tongue, a native of Durness. His parents were 
attendants and adhereuts of my church. 

26404. Are there any of the teachers in the county natives of 
Sutherland 1—I am not aware of any, so far as I recollect at this moment. 
There is none known to me. There is a side school to Loch Emboli, 
which is taught by a pupil teacher from Durness School. He is three 
months on this side of the Loch, and three months on the other. 

DONALD MACKAY, Laid, Port-na-Con (60)—examined. 

26405. Sheriff Nicolson.—What has been your business in life 1—I 
was a fisherman in Nova Scotia, a teacher in Rogart, Sutherland, and in 
Argyleshire, and I have been a landed proprietor and sheep-run holder in 
New Zealaud. I am at present residing at Laid, Loch Emboli. 

26406. Have you been elected a delegate1?—I have. At two public 
meetings recently held I was unanimously elected by all the crofters of 
the hamlet of Laid. 

26407. What statement have you to make on behalf of these people 1 
—Well, I have studied to the best of my ability medicine as a private 
person. I made myself a good deal acquainted with the order and 
practice of hydropathic treatment, and have got intimately acquainted with 
the actual condition of the people in that way, so that I can teU the 
Commission the actual state and kind of land they occupy. If I may be 
allowed to say a few words before I am examined, I should like to say 
that I have no personal grievance. With regard to the factor, I have to 
eay for him that if no good result is to accrue from my presence here, it 
will in a way be attributed to the factor, for if it were not for his 
generosity of heart and private liberality to me, I would not be here. 
With regard to what the people complain of, I have to say that this 
crofting hamlet of Laid is the most recently formed of all the settlements, 
in consequence of the evictions previous to 1835, the year when I first 
left the parish. Laid then was of so little account that there were only 
some kelp-workers' huts on the shore, that any person could reside in and 
do what he liked, without let or hindrance. The mountain slope rises 
from the water side, and the hamlet has a frontage of nearly two or three 
miles on the slope. The road runs parallel with the sea to the village, 
and the houses are between the road and the sea. The wLV.e formation 

Donald 
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of the surface of the mountain is quartzite rock, and above this thero is a 
,cairn of the same material, which is chemically the same as flint, and a 
thin skin of peat over this, with the cairn protruding, so that there are only 
patches here and there between the protruding cairn which can be at all 
tilled. In dry weather this is traversed by currents of air in the fissures, 
and when the soil is dry and pulverises, this communicates with the cairn 
above ; and in winter or spring the rain falls upon the whole mountain 
slope and runs down, because there are no depressions in the rock to store 
it, and it comes through this cairn and wells up through the cultivated 
soil, so tha t the tilled land becomes flooded, and it washes away the soil. 
In dry weather the soil is simply peat dust, which becomes, if there is a 
length of drought, as dry as chaff and nearly as light, and part is blown 
away with the winds. The general result is, tha t since the place was 
settled in 1835 many of the plots first brought under cultivation have 
disappeared ; and with regard to the remaining plots, some half or more, 
the same process is going on, and in another generation or so the crofts 
will have to be left, because there will be no soil. There is a mountain 
torrent at the little hamlet, and there is a delta of gravel and quartzite 
sand of some three acres, where this stream enters the sea. The sand 
and gravel are not drifted away, so tha t this site, to any person of 
ordinary powers of observation and the least humanity, would be seen to be 
absolutely unfit for occupation. It was like penal servitude to put people 
to cultivate such a place. 

26408. Where were the people brought from to tha t place, and 
why?—-The first man tha t was put there by eviction was from the 
sheep farm of Embo l i . H e was sent there before the place was laid out. 
There was a fine green spot at the head of Loch E m b o l i , where he had a 
small croft, and he was evicted, and settled where this stream is. H e 
was a man who had served his country ; he was a piper in the army, and 
was over in Ireland. H e was a most inoffensive kind of man, and he 
was the first who was removed and settled there ; aud h e died there. 
When I left the place for America, I and my father went to see him on 
his death-bed. 

26409. How many more were sent with him ?—The last formed sheep 
farm was Rispond, and my maternal grandmother was evicted from 
Rispond, and had to settle here a t Laid. Several other parties from 
Rispond sheep farm also settled there. 

26410 . How many families are there now altogether Ì—There are 
altogether twenty-three families, bu t one of these, although in the same 
community, is the family of a keeper who has a croft. 

26411. Are some of them cottars, or are they aU crofters ?—There are 
nineteen crofts, and one is a cottar, who has a small spot near the boundary, 
and pays no r e n t ; and I think there are two sub-crofters. 

26412. W h a t rent do they generally pay 1—The rents range, I think, 
from £ 1 to £ 1 , 15s. 

26413. Are there none higher than tha t?—No. 
26414. W h a t amount of stock are they able to keep?—There are 

twenty-nine cows in the hamlet, I believe, and eleven stirks, making the 
whole number forty, which is nearly two beasts per family. There are, as 
far as I could ascertain, about 121 sheep, or five and a quarter per family. 
There is a population, taking an average, of a little over five to each 
family. 

26415. Are there any of them able to make a living out of the land?—-
No, certainly not. 

26416. How long does the produce of their land support them 
generally ?—Since the potato failure it does not support them at alL The 
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STJTHER- main benefit which they get from the corn produce in their crofts is to 
LAND. -winter their beasts, and it is not sufficient for that; they have always 

j> ~ every year to buy fodder for their cattle—to import it. One thing further 
BERVIE. " that I should tell about the place is, that it is imperfectly sheltered ; it is 

an even plane, which tells greatly against it. I t is situated on the 
Donald mountain slope, and there is no shelter from one end to the other. There 

Mackay. •., abundant shelter on the sheep farms about, but not at Laid. 
26417. What means of living have the people ?—The only other means 

taken advantage of to get money by the most of the population is whelk 
gathering. These they commence to gather about the new year, and 
they continue to gather them untd they commence the crop cultivation 
in spring. Engaged in this work, in the most inclement season of the year, 
are women and half-clothed children, which tells most dreadfully against 
the constitutions of the children. 

26418. Are there no fish Ì—Yes, generaUy in Loch Emboli there are 
fish which can be used for domestic purposes, but there Ì3 no market, and 
there is a great deal of decay in the families of a great many of them for 
some time now, from the active members going away. Many of them, 
although the fish are there, cannot get the benefit of them. 

26419. Is there no cod or ling fishing?—Not in the loch. They enter 
occasionally, but the principal fish caught are haddock and flounder, and 
at the mouth of the loch, at Rispond, cod and ling are abundant. 

26420. Do none of the inhabitants regularly prosecute that fishing ?— 
No. 

26421. Or herring fishing Ì—The herring fishing is very poor in Loch 
ErriboU ; some years there may be a few, but ordinarily they are not 
there. 

26422. Do none of the men go to the east coast fishing?—All those 
who are able are prosecuting, winter and spring, the lobster fishing. 

26423. Is it good lobster fishing ?—Yes, it is as good as any here, but, 
as has been mentioned already, there is a great difficulty in getting 
lobsters in time for the market. They have to cart them sixty miles to 
Lairg. 

26424. What have you to suggest for the improvement of the condition 
of the people—is it possible for them to get a comfortable subsistence out 
of that place 1—Not so far as I ean see. 

26425. Is there any land which, if added to their present crofts, would 
make them more comfortable 1—No there is no land. The big sheep 
farms of Rispond, on the one side, and Erriboll on the other, would in my 
opinion accommodate more than the present population of the parishes; 
but there is no other way of providing for them. There is a fertile lime­
stone island; the peculiarity of this place is that there are various forma­
tions of limestone, gneiss and micaceous schist; and in this peculiar 
place there is not a particle of light soil but it goes away. 

26426. Why was the place called Port-na-con—Port of Dogs 1 —There 
is a tradition that there was a fight between a dog and Fingal. 

26427. Perhaps it was thought fit only for dogs to inhabit 1—That 
would be a very good construction, because it is not fit. 

26428. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—For human beings %—It is not. The 
marriageable young people are about equal in number, but I consider, 
especially the females, from delicacy of constitution and disease, very few 
are fit to rear healthy offspring. There is a number of young men, who 
have good constitutions, hardy and able. There are two families side by 
side, in which there are six young men who have been marriageable for 
the last ten years, and they have seen that the most misery is where there 
are large families. I think it is miserable that during youth these young 
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men should not have sufficient subsistence, and I have been speaking to 
them, as I have been on intimate terms with them since I came, and they 
told me what deterred them from marrying was the misery they would 
entail upon their offspring. I think it is a deplorable state of things, that 
young men who are industrious and prudent and of good constitution, 
should be deterred from marrying from these considerations. I was boru 
in Strathmore. 

26129. The Chairman.—At what period was Strathmore cleared?— 
Just before I was born. I was removed when I was at the breast to 
Strathbeg, at the head of Loch Emboli, and I resided there until I was 
twelve years of age, when my father removed to Nova Scotia. I have 
been residing at Laid for ten years. 

26130. You consider there is a good deal of land in Strathmore capable 
of cultivation ?—Of profitable cultivation; and I am confident there is 
not half nor a third of the pasture growing in it that was growing in my 
young days. It is reverting to a state of nature—heather, ling and moss. 

26131. Which side of the strath was the more populous—the side on 
which the road is or the other ?—The east side was the more populous. 

26132. It was not so good a strath for cultivation as Strathnaver ?—I 
think it is about the best sheltered spot I know in the country. The soil 
is good on the floor of the strath, and the pasture is good; but it is very 
much smaller than Strathnaver. 

26133. When was it cleared—about what year ? was it all done at 
once or gradually ?—I am not able to answer that question just now, 
because it was cleared when my father left, or before that. 

26131. Is it in the Reay country ?—Ye3, it is in the parish from which 
I am delegated. 

26135. Was it cleared before it was purchased by the Sutherland family 
or after?—I am not able positively to say, but my impression is that it 
was cleared before the Sutherland family got the estate. 

26136. Do you think there are many of the people in your poor settle­
ment here who would be glad to be transported into Strathmore, and who 
would be able to form crofts ?—Undoubtedly, if they could get crofts there 
upon terms that they could settle upon. But in my hamlet the people are 
so poor that they have no means to settle unless they get accommodation. 

26137. How many of these poor people in the place you speak of have 
got friends abroad or in Scotland who would be able to assist them ?—I 
am not aware. I know a few have friends in Australia. I know a widow 
who ha3 a son in Australia who sends his mother assistance. 

26138. You have been in Nova Scotia; is there any land there still 
available near the coast for the purpose of a settlement for emigrants from 
this country ?—Oh ! yes. 

26139. Ls land there still cheap ?—I believe it is. 
26110. Do you think Nova Scotia a colony well adapted for settlement 

from here ?—Yes, I think so ; but I thiuk Australia and New Zealand are 
more eligible. 

' 26111. Is the voyage there not much more expensive?—It is. 
26112. Would the people find more facilities for fishing and practising 

their natural industries in Nova Scotia ?—I don't know, because along 
the coast in Nova Scotia fishing is one of the principal industries, and 
the strip of land along the coast is nearly all bought up and occupied by 
the fishermen. Those who are to settle now must go back into the interior, 
and live by farming. 

26113. Do you think the fishing population on the coast of Nova Scotia 
happier and more prosperous than the corresponding class of people here ? 
—There is no comparison between them. 
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26141. Would you advise your countrymen, unless they got land, to 
emigrate and settle abroad ?—My view of that question is this—I can say 
that both in North America and New Zealand, I have seen the same 
class of men working the same as the crofter class here, and because they 
were certain of the fruits of the labour and industry which they expended 
upon the soil, they made their places like a gentleman's house ; they had 
the orchards and gardens and fields in such a state. They had there this 
great inducement to persevering industry which the people here don't 
understand that they want, because they never had the advantage of it. 
I look upon them as eagles reared in a cage, who don't know what they 
could do if they were free. My view as to emigration is that we 
should not force the people to go, nor prevent those who are willing, but 
put them under just and free conditions, so that they might be equally 
well off here. 

26145. Professor Mackinnon.—Do you think it would be advisable to 
have a pier at Rispond 1—I think so ; I think it would be in the interest 
of everybody. There would be no opposition to it, and I think it would 
be a great advantage to the whole place. There is a mine of wealth in 
the sea there, if it could be made available, and it never can be made 
available until there is a sufficient pier made at Rispond. 

26116. Is the place suitable Ì—It is the most suitable we have. The 
expense might be very considerable, but it would be a permanent boon to 
the place. 

26117. It would open up the place 1—It would, and would enable men 
to live by fishing, who have no means of living now. 

26118. They would be able to send fish to the market, which they 
are not able to do now ?—Yes. 

26119. I suppose your meaning with regard to emigration is that the 
young eagle should fly towards Strathmore rather than Nova Scotia ?— 
Let it fly where it likes. 

26150. But you think that would be the best way to start matters ? 
—Yes. 

26151. And then after that place was peopled, let them search for 
other places : is that what you mean 1—Yes. My own view is that it 
would be better for the colonies if the people were to emigrate there, and 
no doubt, in present circumstances, it would be better for the people ; but 
I think it would be better for this country if the people had these natural 
inducements. At present whatever a man does in improving his lot, even 
as a workman, the Duke is heir to it, and this is demoralising, because the 
people can never acquire industrious habits and the spirit for industry 
which they would have if they were differently situated. 

26152. I suppose the place where they are just now is so bad that it 
would not be worth giving it to them, even with certainty of tenure ?—No. 
Perhaps two or three persons could live there by the cattle run, but 
there are twenty-three just now. 

26153. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—When were you last in Strathmore ] 
—Last summer. 

26151. Do you know how high up the glen people were once living1?— 
They were living up as far as the shooting cottages at the head of the 
main stream. It then branches into several rivers at the new forest. 

26155. Where two or three large streams meet at Gobnanuisgeich?—Yes. 
26156. There were actually families living there Ì—Yes. 
26157. All the year t—Yes. 
26158. It was not a small shieling merely ?—No. 
26159. And were living from there all the way down?—Yes; on 

the slopes of Loch Hope below, there were some settlements; but there is 
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a great deal of land which is the debris of mica schist and micaceous 
flagstones, which could be tilled profitably. 

26460. Have you any idea how many souls, when the place was fully 
occupied, there would be from the ferry up to the place at the meeting cf 
the waters ?—I have no data from which I could answer that question. 

26461. Would there be several hundred souls, not families?—I think 
there would be 200 at any rate. 

26462. You have travelled over the world and seen a good deal, and 
studied many things. We saw an old tower there ; can you tell us very 
briefly what it once was?—I don't know; it is a prehistoric ruin. There 
are several similar ruins there. There are some even in the top of high 
hills, and it would be a puzzle to know why human beings resided in such 
exposed situations. 

26463. What story have the people themselves about thi3 tower ? it 
is called Dornadilla's Tower ?—There is one story that the stones were 
taken from a very long distance, but I can give no story about it, which 
would give any satisfactory explanation. There are others nearer where I 
live now, the remains of old ruins, which I have explored, and I find that 
those who had these strongholds lived upon shell fish and animals of 
the chase. I have got the teeth of very large graminivorous animals, as 
large as horses and cows, and I sent some of them to the late Professor of 
Natural History in Aberdeen, but although he knew they were the teeth 
of graminiverous animals, he could not make out the species. I think they 
may have been teeth of the Irish elk. 

26464. But you don't know anything about this tower in Strathmore ? 
—No. 
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ANGUS MACASKILL, (formerly Fisherman), Crofter, Tarbert 
(75)—examined. 

26465. Professor Mackinnon.—Have you been elected a delegate?— 
Yes, by the people of Tarbert and Eddriachillis. 

26466. Have-you got a written statement?—I did commit a little of 
what I have to say before the commissioners to writing in my own broken 
English, and with your permission I shall read it :—' That the crofters of 
' this parish had been evicted by their proprietor from their comfortable 
• dwellings to the most barren spots of the parish, that the small quantity 
4 of that same is quite inadequate to support the life of those who does 
1 labour it. The smallncss of it leaves no room for rotation, so that 
' constant cultivation of it weakens the soil, that it cannot yield crop to 
' the advantage of the crofter. Therefore, year by year, their condition 
1 is getting more deplorable. There are plenty of good land in this 
' parish under sheep, which if properly divided aud cultivated, would give 
1 the crofters ample room for to live comfortable by their own industry. 
4 The way in which this could be effected is that ten acres of good arable 
' land would be given to each tenant, with a lease of nineteen years, at a 
4 reasonable rent by a competent and impartial judge under Government 
• control, as the land should pay its own rent. As seasons is coming 
' across every country that some failure may appear in the crop, every 
• tenant should have some sheep, so as to enable him to have support 
1 from his stock. Through the poverty prevailed among the crofters 
4 they are unfit to buy sheep for their land. But the Government 
4 should buy sheep for them at three and half per cent, per annum, and 
4 the full amount to be paid in ten years' time, in various instalments. 
4 Their whole proceedings is carried on in the name of the Duke of 

5 o 
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SUTHER- - Sutherland. If grudge or objections is offered by the crofters, the alterna-
LAND. « tive i s qUit the estate. We were paying roads on rent for forty-nine 

„ ~ - years' back, but no part is granted as yet. There was a great praise 
BB&YIB. ' given by his own officials to the second Duke of Sutherland, for granting 

' a free passage to many people from his estate. But as far as known to 
Angus • m 6 j n o t a foot of that peoples land was given to the remaining crofters, 

MacaskiR. « - ^ turned to a sheep walk. Another grievance is deeply felt here. 
' When the heads of the families are going to their long home, an additional 
' rent is charged upon the croft, say from ten to twenty shillings more. If 
' asked why Ì3 this extra rent charged, a crooked answer is given that 
1 will not stand the light of truth. Through the illiterate condition of our 
' forefathers, no recourse was obtained through the publick prints of fcae 
' land, so that our forefathers were branded by false reports anl 
' defamation of character. But the just judge showed his displeasure 
' against those who depopulated the people, reduced them to beggary, and 
' sent them off the face of the earth with the besom of destruction, as he 
• foretold in his holy Word. The most stout and healthy lads belonging 
' to this parish had to quit their native country, as no room was allowed 
' for them to build houses, and marriage being prohibited, so that the 
1 most weak and helpless of them are left. In regard of fishing in this 
' part of the country, there lies in the main ocean a bank, say from twenty 
' to thirty miles off, where cod and ling is plentiful; the only way among 
' us to hive the benefit of that fish is large decked boats ; and a small boat 
' to work their lines, but very few of us can obtain such boats, as no fish-
' curers are residing in this part of the country, and no markets for them, 
' neither a harbour, but what is formed by nature, so that various draw-. 
1 backs is meeting our fishermen. The amount of money paid for meal 
' annually by this parish is great, so that clothing and food is not what it 
' ought to be. All that privations is attributed to the want of land to 
1 support the people by their own industry.' 

26167. Where is Tarbert ?—South-west from here. 
26168. Have you been there all your life ?—I was born in the parish 

of Assynt, and went to Tarbert in 1833, for causes which I am not willing 
to mention here. 

26169. That is fifty years ago ?—Yes. 
26170. And have you been in Tarbert for the last fifty years'?—Yes. 
26471. Occupying the same croft?—Yes. 
26172. "What is the size of your holding? what is your stock?—It 

is pretty fair in regard to cattle. I have four cows, a horse and about 
seven sheep ; but of late a good many of these had to be sold for meal, 
not by me, but off the lot. 

26173. What was the rent ?—Formerly it was £ 1 , 5s., but now it is 
raised, with dues and things of that description, to £ 1 , 18s. 6d. taking 
poor rates and school rates together. 

26171. The rent remains the same ?—Yes. 
26175. But the taxes added bring up the sum to £ 1 , 18s. 6d. 1— 

Yes. 
2617G. Is the rent too high as rents go in this country ?—Rather too 

high as rents go. I don't know a crofter whose land supports him more 
than five months in the year. If there is one in our parish I should like 
to know him. 

26177. How do they live the other seven months ?—"We must live by 
meal, or starve. 

26178. How much money one year with another do you spend upon 
meal for these seven months?—I can hardly state that with any at curacy. 

26179. Is it more than the rent of the croft ?—Yes. 
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26480. In that case, supposing you had the croft for nothing, it would 
not support you ?—It would not support me. 

26481. You have been fishing as weH as crofting ?—Once upon a time, 
when I was able, but old age and other disabilities prevent me now. 

26482. Was it the cod and ling fishing you went to ?—Yes, and the 
herring fishing. 

26483. What is the season of fishing at the bank you speak of ?—If 
people had proper boats and a proper way of curing fish, the fishing is 
very productive, but also very precarious. 

26484. What months of the year is the fishing carried on ?—February, 
March, and April, and sometimes it is carried on until June. 

26485. Is it a good bank the one to which you refer?—Excellent; 
men from Banffshire, Morayshire and various parts are inhabiting our 
country at that season of the year. 

26486. Do they take away a lot of money ?—A lot of fish. 
26487. That means about the same thing ?—They get money in their 

own country for the fish. 
26488. Do they salt the fish themselves ?—They do. 
26489. Are there any of the people of the place engaged in that 

business ?—Yes, and doing well according to the materials they have. 
26490. Could they not get better material ?—Those who are doing 

well can, but they must take it from Banff, Aberdeen or Peterhead ; 
such materials are not got in this country to the same advantage as on the 
east coast. 

26491. When the people of the place are engaged in fishing, do they 
sell the fish fresh or salt them ?—Who would buy their fish but the 
factor ? 

26492. I mean a merchant ?—There is none to buy them ; there is no 
one able to buy them. 

26493. They salt them and send them to the market?—Yes, to 
Aberdeen or Stornoway or Peterhead, and various parts. 

26494. Where is the good land you speak of that the people may get ? 
—There is one farm. Mr Gunn's farm, Kyle Strome, and I hold that 
would supply all the crofters iu Eddriachillis. 

26495. You know the place well ?—Yes. 
26496. Is there low ground as well as high ground ?—There is good 

ground on that farm, and not only that, but a place which was memorable 
for herring,—Kylesku—where people could live, although for the last few 
years there have not been many. 

26497. Do you think if people were going there the herring would 
come back ?—I have had thoughts of that at times, for a man is at liberty 
to have his own thoughts, though they are not correct sometimes. 

26498. Mr Fraser Mackintosh.—Were there many people turned out 
of Assynt where you were turned out fifty years ago ?— A good many. 

26499. Who did it?—It was all done under the Sutherland family's 
name ; there were inferiors under them, but it was all done in their name. 

26500. Who got the place you and others were put away from ?—Mr 
;Charles Clark, who lived in Glendhu, and was a scourge to the country in 
his lifetime. 

26501. Where did he come from ?—He belonged to this same country, 
but for all that he died a beggar. 

26502. How many people were present at the meeting which sent you 
and the others here ?—There were many of them away at the east coast 
fishing, so that many of them were not present. Those who were present 
sent me as one to this place, in order to meet the Commission and their 
words are set down by me in my paper in my own broken English. 
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26503. W a s it you who wrote tha t paper?—Certainly it was. 
26504. Are there many crofters in this district of Eddrachillis ?—• Yes, 

a few townships ; EddrachiUis, Tarbert, Foindale and others in this end 
of the parish. But there are more people to speak after me, 

26505. Have you got a ground officer in Scourie ?—Yes, and a factor 
and a clerk and a poor inspector, and what not. 

26506. Are you complaining of the ground officer ?—No, we don't. 
26507. I s it because he is an old man tha t h e does not trouble you'{— 

No, bu t because he is an inferior, and therefore should submit to his 
superior. Of course, my lord, whether you are a lord or a gentleman, 
you would be displeased if your servants did not do your bidding : a 
servant must obey. 

26508. But you are not complaining of him in any way ?—No. 
26509. D i d you hear the evidence given here to-day ?—Part of i t ; I 

am rather dull of hearing. 
26510 . Supposing you and the other crofters were allowed to get back 

to the glens and get biggish crofts to support you, would you be glad to 
go ?—Certainly the rest would, but my days are numbered, and with all 
the good the Commission can do it would be madness for me to t ry it. I 
don't speak for myself, but for the rest of my country. 

26511 . The rest would be glad to get back ?—Quite glad. 
26512. Would many of them be able to stock larger crofts'?—It is not 

consistent with reason tha t men reduced to poverty would be able to buy 
stock at first, but in such a good pasture the stock would pay itself. 

26513. There is a great deal of waste ground occupied by sheep in the 
parish ?—A great deal under sheep, and in deer forest. 

26514. Do the deer trouble you1?—No. W e are quite close to the 
shore ; we are not allowed to go up where they are. 

26515. There is a road between you and the forest ?—There is a road 
through the forest; we have nothing to say about the man who occupies 
the forest. He is a kind nobleman, the Duke of Westminster. 

26516. Have you any other statement you wish to make?—No. I 
th ink I have said enough, if well considered. 

26517. Sheriff Nicolson.—I th ink you speak very good English, 
were you always in the position of a crofter?—I am glad such a 
competent judge would give me tha t character. 

26518. Have you ever had any other vocation but tha t of crofter and 
fisherman? where did you learn to speak Engl i sh?—A t h o m e ; I have 
been once or twice in Glasgow, bu t i t was little learning I got there. 

26519. You were never a teacher?—No. I at tended the old parochial 
school in Assynt In childhood I was such a long distance from school 
that I did not at tend, bu t in my young days I was bestowed with a good 
memory, and I learned some of my English from books. 

Alexander 
Ross. 

A L E X A N D E R Ross, Foindale, Scourie (74)—examined. 

26520 . Tlie Chairman.—Are you a crofter ?—No, I was helping my 
parents a length of time. 

26521. Was your father a crofter?—Yes. 
26522 . Is your father alive ?—No, nor my mother. 
26523. What is your occupation ?—Nothing, I am only a citizen of 

t h e world. 
26524 . Where do you live ?—At Foindale, at Loch Laxford. But I may 

http://SUTHK.lt
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rw I have no residence, because I am hated by factors and all iu SUTHEE-
authority. LAND. 

26525. Have you been chosen a delegate ?—Yes by the people of -»"* 
Eddrachillis and the other end of Scourie and Badcall. ' v£rn!' 

2G526. Have you a written statement 1—I have a written statement of 
grievances, and what we think would amend our condition :—' I t is to be Ai^vn^fr 
' acknowledged that it is not easy to tell of the people's grievances in this ****** 
1 district in a very clear and straight narrative, because it is sometimes 
' necessary to give seemingly insignificant details to throw light on the 
' leading facts. One of the characteristics of the management in this 
' district is that widows who are not likely to be choosen as delegates, 
1 comes for a special share of hardships. Alexander F. Ross, one of the 
'delegates gives a remarkable testimony that the first words he ever 
1 heard from the present factor was harassing a poor widow in distress, 
' telling her hardships, yet no mercy was shown her, but tamed out of her 
• house without any melioration nor care for when she should be helped., 
' The case of the delegate's own mother II I equally to the point, and still-
' harder. After being tenant for upwards *>f fifty-four years, and in her 
' 78th year of age, was turned out on the hill by the factors personly and 
1 party, all doors being locked, even the barn door, which was never heard 
' done in Eddrachillis or the Reay district; and fourteen year previous 
' she was likewise dealt with allowing no melioration, although there was 
' a full claim. These proceedings, as correspondence in the factor's office 
1 Scourie will abundantly prove, were taken against the widow as part of 
' a system against her son. The enmity towards equally instructive, it 
' began out of his telling a poor tenant that it was the Bute of Suther-
• laud and Mr Loch's order, that a tenant removed to give his lot to the 
' remaining tenant, M'lver taking it as curtailing his own plans. The lot 
' of the distressed was to be added to the factor's own farm, and it is a 
' part of Mr M'lver's own farm to-day. Another widow, Mrs Dolly Ross, 
- suffered because the delegate had helped to lay down the crop one 
1 season. She was distinctly told that she would only be allowed to remain 
• on her lot on condition that she would not permit him to have the 
' shelter of her roof.- This she had to comply with, and forego his 
1 assistance that he was willing to render her with her croft. Another, a 
• brother's widow, Jannet Ross, was attacked by Mr M'lver on the road in 
- Scourie, and nearly driven out of her senses by fear of being compelled 
4 to turn out her son, who was supporting her, because he took in a young 
' wife. In tho township of Ardmore the antagonism to widows had more 
' than an ordinary scope, there being no fewer than four of them. They 
1 were ordered to be removed, that their lands might be absorbed in a sheep 
' walk ; one of them died within twenty-four hours of being served with the 
' notice of removal; the others were kept under sentence of removal for 
' two or three years, and I believe some of them yet, but only to finding a 
• place in which to put them, they were allowed to remain. Widow 
' Robert Fleming, Fanagmore, was dispensed of a portion of her lot to 
' augment the lot of a man who was fortunate enough to have the favour 
« of Mr M'lver. Widow Hugh M'Kenzie, Rhemhiche, had her rents raised 
• from £42 to £ 5 0 a year for no other reason than that her newly married 
' son-in-law had been a very few weeks less than an honeymoon in her 
' house, and with no intention whatever to remain there. She was written 
1 to, and a notice of removal served on her; and after the daughter and 
« son-in-law was away, she was only allowed to remain on condition that 
' she would go under a yearly penalty of £8 , which she pays to this day. 
1 She has to confess, to the credit of his Grace the Duke of Sutherland, 
- that she wa3 allowed an abatement when the other tacksmen got it. 
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SUTHER- - Closely related to the widows is the distribution of charity, when it: 
LAND. « became know tha t seeds potatoes and oats was ordered by the Duke of 

j - - Sutherland, each was giving as stinted order as possible, owing to the 
iiii.viE. ' great price ; but poor Robert M 'Leod had the bad luck of his name 

' being not in the rental, and would get no seed, as Mr M ' lver wished 
Alexander . {0 remove him for a sheep walk for a friend ; bu t Robert would not be 

o s s ' ' cowed unti l his effects were turned to the hill, which was too glaring, 
' when a Royal Commission was ordered to the Highlands and was allowed, 
' but on condition that he would pay a rise of 17s. on the rent of one of 
1 the poorest lot3 in Eddrachillis. For years the people ' of thi3 
' district have beea under this sort of management, and the doings of the 

* present is only in keeping with the past. When the great destitution 
' in '46- '47 in the Highlands, a great quanti ty of meal and biscuits for 
' soup was sent to Lochinver, Scourie, and Kinlochberbhi. The mouldy 
4 biscuits came first in Lochinver in one of M'Donald's vessels, stored in 
' Fanagmore , reshiped and pu t aboard the emigrant ship, of which Mr 
1 M ' lver 's brother-in-law was owner, after passing the sound stores by the 
' custom house officer, calling the emigrants roll and ordering them to their 
1 bunks, and asking if any stranger was aboard. Sound stores was taken 
' out, and the bad put in its place. This carrying on of doings will be 
1 seen fully yet by various methods. Things were so managed, that lands 
1 which should have been available for the relief of the poor crofters 
1 have been laid together for a sheep farm for the factor, which caused his 
1 bankruptcy . This grasping of lands has carried with it this glairing 
' consequence among the rest, tha t he has in his own possession every one 
' of islands which used to be held by the crofter's townships of Tarbet, 
' Fanagmore, and Foindale, for their lambs and rams. Island Handa, one 
' of the best pieces of land for man or beast in the district, and which 
' was occupied by ten crofters and their dependants, is now in the factor's 

* hands. We know tha t Mr M ' lver took some writing from one of the 
' crofters, to blindfold his employers, saying tha t Island Handa was not 
' fit for crofters, and by bribes and promises made those remaining to 
1 leave. There is not one in the place who believe the truth of this 
* about Island H a n d a ; and immediately eight young men petitioned 
* M ' lver for the island, and it is believed Mr M 'lver's animosity to Angus 
' M 'Kascill was tha t petition, but the connection is very close with the 
1 fact of the people's need of reparation. W e may mention, as bearing on the 
' relative interests of the duke and the factor, that Mr M'lver tried to get 
* the tenants of Foindalmore to go to Sciricha, Ardbeg, Inverna-Clashfuch-
' rach, and Latford, that Foindalemore might be added to the farm, and 
' failing in his attempts, the offered lands have been let to a sheep farmer, 
1 although there were other tenants anxious to get crofts. In short it would 
• take a Royal Commission specially for the purpose to unravel the Scourie 
' management. All this time the most and best lands in the parish being 
' in the hands of six or seven tacksmen and three or four sportsmen, the 
' vast majority of a population of 1500 are pinched for land—for the 
1 land from which their fathers were removed in former times. W e have 
' already mentioned a number of the townships cleared and now in the 
1 occupation of tacksmen. W e have to mention further the townships of 
1 Rian-na-strone, Balachintur, Bortlaodhinhorchi and part of the Achriscil 
1 ground taken from crofters and given to an innkeeper, all in Mr 
1 M ' lver 's time. Shegra was cleared for Hugh M 'Kay, and Sandwood 
' and (Scherica) cleared in former times for Munro Achany. I t 
' is also to be mentioned here that while the blunder of making these 
' great farms or sheep walks has been abundantly proved by the failure of 
' vh ise who got them, the same policy has been pursued. New tenants, 
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' mostly from other places, have been put in possession, and the native SUTHER-
' crofter3 still left to become poorer from year to year and from LAND. 
' generation to generation for want of the inheritance of their forefathers. --~ 
1 These facts go to show that all this time there have been openings for the BE'EVIE. 
' relief of the crofters, because not only have all the first sheep farmers 
' disappeared, but on several of farms more than once vacant since the Alexander 
• clearances. The remedy which has been so long withheld is the remedy 
• which we now propose, the redistribution of the people over the better 
- lands of the estate.' 

26527. Who wrote that paper!—I wrote it. 
26528. Yourself 1—Yes, I wrote it myself. 
26529. Did you read it to the people of the place in which you live 1— 

Yes. 
26530. How many of them were called together?—Not very many; 

there are not many at home ; all that could leave for the fishing were 
away. 

26531. Did you read that paper to them in a meeting, or did you take 
it to them one after another. I did not read it to them in a meeting. 

26532. To how many did you take it 1—I really cannot say. 
26533. Did you take it to anybody 1—Yes, and there are a great 

many of them in the house, and any one who has anything to say against 
or for it can speak here. 

26534. Did any one sign it 1—No. 
26535. Why not ?—I didn't ask them, or any one to sign it ; if they 

would speak here, nine-tenths of them would confirm the truth of i t 
26536. You stated that a man of the name of Ross was threatened to 

be evicted lately 1—I think not lately. 
26537. How long since Ì—I don't speak of a man of the name of Ross, 

I think, in the paper at alL I said a widow woman of the name of Ross 
was waylaid on the road to Scourie. 

26538. That is not the case I refer to 1—I said the widow Dolly Ross. 
• 26539. That is not the case which I mean 1—Then it was Robert 
Macleod I spoke of at Ardmore. 

2G54O. How long is it since the case of Robert Macleod happened 1— 
This last winter and spring. His father died this last winter. His 
father was a servant of the Duke of Westminster and the Duke of 
Sutherland, and they were allowing him so much a year, but Robert's 
name was not in the lot, and when the father died Robert went to the 
factor for the lot, and the factor told him he would never be tenant of it. 
Robert spoke to the Duke of Westminster and the ladies, and went a 
second time to apply to the factor for the lot, and he said, ' You applied 
soon enough; you applied to the Duke of Westminster and the ladies, 
and what will that help you Ì Try now if the sun and moon will help 
you.' He applied then for seed in the spring of the year, but as his 
name was not in the rent roll, he would get no seed, and none was given 
him. 

26541. This circumstance about Robert Macleod occurred this last 
year ?—Yes, and this year also. 

26542. Did you get the information from Robert himself ?—Yes. 
26543. And the end of it was that he got his father's croft upon pay­

ment of 17s. more Ì—Yes. And he is there now, and he is here now ; at 
least he was here to-day. 

26544. What was the 17s. put on for 1—I don't know unless it was for 
his father's grave, or paying a clerk for keeping accounts. 

26545. What was Robert Macleod's total rent before]—I think £ 3 . 
26546. It is a small rent ?—Yes. 
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STJTHER- 265-47. Has Mr M'lver got a large farm 1—Pretty large; not very 
LAhu. large. He lias what was allotted as Scourie farm, which includes 

KINLOCH- Foindale, Finnachmore, Finnachbeg, Trantleniore, Trantlebeg, Clashmore, 
BERVIE. Clashfearn, and Island Handa. 

26548. You are an old man of seventy-four, and speaking under a 
Alexander g reat deal of responsibility. Do you say Mr M'lver, while factor for the 

Duke of Sutherland, has been the means of turning out a number of small 
people in order to increase his own farm ?—I do not say that. 

26549. What became of these people ?—One went to Badcall and 
another to Achnaskail. When the tenant left to go to America he was 
put into that lot with the promise of being water bailiff at the head of 
Loch Inchard. 

26550. How long has Mr M'lver been factor?—About thirty-eight 
years, I suppose. 

26551. You mentioned particularly about Island Handa; there were 
ten crofters on that island, were there not ?—Yes. 

26552. Why were they put away ?—I am not sure why they were put 
away there, because when these farms we are speaking of were laid in 
sheep the people were huddled together in Scourie. 

26553. Did these families go away ?—They wanted to go to America, 
and one of them was willing to remain and take Island Handa himself. 

26554. Would he have given the same rent ?—Yes, the same rent 
26555. What were you doing most of your life ; have you been out of 

the country1?—Only a short time. 
26556. Have you been a fisherman?—I have been fishing, but I was 

not a real fisherman. 
26557. Where did you receive your education ?—In Scourie. 
26558. You are now making a very serious charge here ?—I cannot 

help it. I don't think there is any charge in it. 
26559. At all events you declare now publicly that all the statements 

drawn out in this paper are to the best of your belief correct?—Yes. 
26560. And you don't wish to withdraw them?—Not an item cf 

them. 
26561. Mr Cameron.—How did the 17s. come to be added to Robert 

Macleod's rent on account of his father's grave ?—It became a practice 
in this parish since Mr M'lver came to office, when parents died to add 
so much rent on the son or daughter getting their croft, and when 
Robert Macleod got the croft 17s. was added to the rent. 

26562. I t was added to the rent when his father died ?—Yes. 
26563. How were you elected a delegate ?—I was elected a delegate in 

the parish of Eddrachillis. There was a meeting called, and I was elected, 
and Angus Macaskill and Donald Mackintosh too. 

26564. Did you ask the people to elect you ?—No. 
26565. How came these people who are crofters to wish to be 

represented by one who is not a crofter?—They knew that the one who 
had management of his father's and mother's croft for twenty years knew 
the state of the parish as well as any one, and one who was dealt with in 
such a harsh way; and they wanted the condition of the parish to be stated. 

26566. You think they considered you would represent their views 
better than one of themselves ?—Yes, I do believe they did. 

26567. You say in this paper that one of the characteristics of the 
management in the district is that widows are not likely to be chosen as 
delegates, and come in for a special share of hardship ; what do you 
mean ?—Because there are no women chosen as delegates by any parish 
or any one. 

26568. When did you first hear that delegates were to be chosen ?— 
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When the Royal Commission came to the Isle of Skye I heard it, and 
when the commissioners were at the Lews I saw it in the papers. 

2G569. But the management of the estate in which these widows were 
concerned must have gone on a long time before there was any question 
of a Royal Commission Ì—Yes. 

26570 . Then how can the management of the estate be affected by the 
election or non-election of delegates, when i t was only known since the 
appointment of the Royal Commission 1 — I did not say the manage­
ment was affected by the election of delegates. 

26571. Then why do you put in anything about the delegates?— 
Because women were not to be chosen as delegates. 

26572. Then you are the representative of widows as well as crofters 1 
—Yes, I represent the parish, whether women or widows or crofters. 

26573. The Chairman.—You state the case of your own mother. W h a t 
reason was given for removing your mo ther from her holding 1—The 
reason was, we had grazing at Achlighness, and that was taken from us, 
and I was claiming the grazing along with other tenants for my m o t h e r ; 
and then the factor let t ha t grazing a second t ime to another sheep 
farmer, and I was turned out, and would not be allowed to remain in the 
country for claiming tha t and keeping my mother's stock on that ground. 

26574. You intended to put your mother's stock on a certain piece of 
ground, and you were forbidden to do that 1—Yes. 

26575. And because you continued to keep the stock on, you were 
removed 1—Yes. 

26576. Was your mother removed too, or would she have been allowed 
to remain in the house if she had pleased Ì—She would not be allowed to 
remain if I remained with her ; and she would not be allowed to remain 
if my child eight years' old were to stay with her ; and she would no t be 
allowed to remain at last on any condition. 

26577. Would she have been allowed to remain on any condition 
herself 1—I don't believe it. 

26578. W a s she ever summoned personally to go away ]—Yes. 
26579. W a s she in arrear for her rent?—Well , she was in arrear for 

one year's rent, bu t there was a sort of clearing account made up of 
arrears before then. 

26580. Was any offer made to your mother of another place 1—I 
don't know if any offer was made to her of another place. 

26581. Was any offer made to you of another place 1—No. 
26582. When your mother left this place where did she go to 1—One 

of the neighbours took her into their house at night, but there was no 
place she could go to. 

26583. Where did she go afterwards before her death ]—She went with 
another brother of mine, who was in Foindale. There was some 
application to get up a hu t or room for her, and Mr M'lver allowed that 
to be done. 

26584. Was your brother a crofter t—- Yes. 
26585. Your mother was supported after that by your brother 1—Not 

by that brother. 
26586. Was she supported by you 1—In a measure. My mother had 

means herself for a t ime to support her. 
26587. How long did she live after she removed Ì—She lived about five 

years, I think. 
26588. Where did you go to after you were turned out Ì—I went to 

Wick ; I have a brother a seafaring man there. 
26589. And you gained your livelihood in Wick ?—Yes, for a short 

time. 
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2G59O. You stated that your mother was in arrear with the rent for 
one year ?—Yes. 

26591. Did the factor forgive her rent for that year ?—He did'at take 
the stock for the rent. He put iu an account for something before then, 
but it was forgiven by the Duke of Sutherland fourteen years' before. 

26592. I ask you whether your mother was obliged to pay the year's 
rent or not ?—No. 

26593. Here is a letter addressed to Mrs Caroline Ross :—' After the 
1 arrangement entered into here with you, in the presence of Mr Donald 
• Macdonald, merchant in Scourie village, and the manner in which you 
- have since departed from that arrangement, by declining on the 26th, in 
• presence of so many people, to quit your holding, I have been 
' unwillingly compelled to apply to the sheriff for a warrant to ej3ct your 
1 family and stock from Achlighness. This will be carried out 
' immediately. I regret the necessity of it, but there is no alternative. 
• Had you acted up to the terms of our agreement to give quiet and 
' peaceable admission to the incoming tenant, my intention was to give 
' you a present of the year's rent; but that is now cut of the question. 
• You. will not cut any peats, and my advice to you and your son is to 
- quit Achlighness on receipt of this letter.' What was the arrangement 1— 
I don't know of any arrangement. I don't know of my mother speaking to 
the factor at any time, but it was arranged that the shepherd should be 
put at one end of the house and she would be allowed to remain in the 
other. That was said, but I don't know if it was true. 

26594. You state that she was in the 78th year of her age ?—Yes, she 
was. 

COLIN MORISON, Merchant, Old Shore More (63)—examined. 

26595. The Chairman.—Are you a delegate 1—Yes. 
26596. How long have you been settled as a merchant in your place? 

i—Seven or eight years. 
26597. How were you employed previously?—As a fisherman or crofter 

in the place. 
2G598. What is the nature of your trade ?—Meal, tea and sugar. 
26599. Are you a fish-curer?—No. 
26600. Is your trade increasing at present 1—It varies ; I deal chiefly 

in meal, and I have to gire that away to the poor people, who can ill afford 
to pay for it. 

26601. Do you find that the people are less able to pay for what you 
sell than they formerly were when you began business t—Yes, the profits 
are worse and the crofts are smaller, and we depend chiefly on the fishing. 

26602. What kind of meal do the people buy ?—Oat meal and barley-
meal. 

26603. They don't buy any wheat-meal ?—Very little. 
26604. Do you sell cloth 1—Yes, a little. 
26605. Do you find that you have been selling less cloth recently than 

you did before ? are the people able to buy less than they were before ?—• 
Yes, I sell less cloth now; the people can less afford to buy i t The 
fishing has been getting worse and the people ha7C no means. 

26606. Do you find general evidence in your trade that the people 
have grown poor of late years ?—Yes. 

26607. Is it only since the bad season last year that the people have 
been le33 able to purchase from you, or has there been a material 
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deterioration in their circumstances'?—Yes, discounting last year, the 
people have been gradually deteriorating in their circumstances of late 
years. 

26608. Sir Kenneth Mackenzie.—Is that very much owing to the 
.fishing getting worse ?—Not altogether, there is the scarcity of land ; 
there is no land out of which they can make a livelihood. 

26609. Have you any particular statement to make in coming here 
to-day ?—I have no particular statement; it is the scarcity of land 
especially that has brought me here. 

26610. What size of a croft have you?—The crofts generally are about 
two acres ; I have one acre. 

26611. What amount of stock do they keep?—I have a horse and 
three cows, but the croft won't support them ; I have to buy provender 
for them. 

26612. What stock do the tenants keep who don't buy provender ?— 
Two cows and a horse is about the average of what I think the crofts 
could support. 

26613. Do the tenants generally keep a horse?—Some do, but tli3 
majority don't. 

26614. "What size of holding do you think would be sufficient to keep 
you comfortably ?—There is no land on our place that could be made to 
keep a family comfortably. It is all stones and sand. 

26615. Is there land in the neighbourhood?—Yes. 
26616. In whose possession is that land ?—It is under sheep. 
26617. In whose occupation is it?—Alexander Munro's. 
26618. What is the name of the farm ?—Jusheigra. 
26619. Have the tenants in your place the hill ground?—Yes, they 

have some hill pasture, but they are not in a condition to stock it. 
26620. How would they be able, if they are so poor, to stock larger 

crofts?—Very few could take larger holdings without getting money this 
might be paid back out of the produce of the place afterwards. 

26621. What rent do you pay for the crofts of two acres ?—From £2 
to £4. 

26622. Have you good houses ?—Very bad, most of them. 
26623. Does the proprietor give materials to erect better houses?—Yes, 

he gives wood, lime and slate now, but we have to pay it back by instal­
ments. 

26624. Not the wood ?—I am not able to say with respect to the wood. 
We don't pay the lime. I cannot speak with respect to the wood. We 
pay the slate back. 

26625. How long have you been doing this ?—I built a house twelve 
years' ago. I would not at that time get the wood. I could have got 
wood and slate for re-paying them, but I did not take them. 

26626. Did you build your house as a shop or a crofter's house ?—I 
built the two. I went into a house formerly occupied by a woman who 
emigrated, and I re-built it, and then I built a small house for a shop. 

26627. What reforms do you want?—To get more of the land. 
26628. Would it be any advantage to have a fish-curing establishment 

in your place ?—Yes. 
26629. Why don't you undertake the fish-curing trade ?—How can a 

poor man set up a thing of that kind without assistance. 
26630. What was your new rent?—£3. 
26631. Have you any sheep on the hill ?—Eight. 
26632. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—Are you obligsd to buy any food for the 

beasts ?—Yes. 
26633. And the croft is not able in point of fact to winter what you 
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have on it?—We have a little out-run upon which some sheep might 
be kept, but the crofts are too poor to winter the stock. 

26634. Have you been present all the day ?—Yes. 
26635. Did you hear all the previous delegates examined?—Yes. 
26636. Do you concur generally in the statements that they made, that 

th°y are very poor ?—Yes, I certainly concur in that. 
26637. That they want more land ?—Yes. 
26638. And that there is plenty of land in the parish for you ?—Yes. 
26639. Are you, from your dealings, well acquainted with all the people, 

or most of the people, within a considerable circuit ?—Yes, I was born 
here. 

26640. But I mean in consequence of the nature of your occupation 1 
—Yes. 

26641. Do you consider you represent, therefore, all the crofters in the 
statements you have now made, although these crofters are not now 
present, or may not have been at the meeting at which you were 
appointed ?—Yes. 

26642. Every one of that class ?—Yes, all my own particular township. 
26643. Do you believe, as far as your knowledge goes, that the same 

feeling pervades others outside of the township ?—Yes, I believe their 
circumstances are the same. 

JOHN ROSS, Crofter, Achresgil (75)—examined. 

John Rosa. 26644. Mr Cameron.—What is the size of your croft ?—My lot is about 
two acres; some are smaller and some larger than mine. 

26645. How many beasts do you keep on it ?—One horse, two cows 
and about twenty sheep. 

26646. What is the rent]—£5, I have only two cows now, but I used 
to have more formerly. 

26647. Have you any observations to make?—Nothing, except that the 
rent is increased at a change of the tenure of bath father and son. There 
are eight widows in the place and their time is near about out like mine, 
aud when an increase of rent is put on, the crofts will be too dear. 

26648. How long have you paid that rent ?—I have been in the 
township for sixty-eight years, aud I have paid this rent for fifty-four 
years' altogether ; and my father paid it before me. 

26649. It is the future rent you are alarmed about, and not the past ? 
—We don't say it is too dear just now ; we complain of the smallness 
of the holdings. When the potatoes fail, our crofts don't support us for 
three months. They would be too small supposing we had twice the 
amount of land we have. 

26650. Do you know anything about fishing?—I used to fish as loi g 
as I was able, but now I can neither fish nor till the land. 

26651. Do the people earn as much money at the fishing as will 
support them during nine months?—Some make it out of their stock 
and some make it out of their fishing. 

26652. Are they in general in poor circumstances in your village ?—In 
general ihey are very poor. 

26653. Are they worse off than they were twenty years ago ?—They 
are getting worse. Last year was an exceptional year, and the crofts 
would not keep them a month. 

26654. Putting out of account last year, to what do you attribute the 
fact that the people are worse off now than they were twenty years ago 1 
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—That they have nothing in the world to support them, and the smallness SUTHER 
of the holding. LAND. 

26655. Were the holdings no t of the same size twenty years ago as --T" 
they are now?—The lots were the same, but there are more people on BERVIE, 
them now ; the people are more crowded than they were then. 

26656. But if each person has the same lot, how can that person be John Ross, 
worse off than he was twenty years ago1?—The crofts are getting worse; the 
croft cannot yield as good crop. The crofts are no t sufficiently large to 
enable us to leave out some of the land to give it a rest. 

26657. Has a croft been sub-divided so as to be of smaller size than 
it was twenty years ago 1—No, not by the proprietor, but there are some 
lots with two families upon them, all the same. 

26658. Have these two families been allowed to remain there with the 
consent of the proprietor 1—At that time the proprietor was not opposed 
to there beiug two families upon one lot. 

26659. D o you think it a good thing yourself?—No . One family 
would require three of the lots. 

266GO. We have heard it stated to-day, that the people consider it a 
hardship that the rules of the estate prevent the dividing of crofts and 
marrying ; do you agree in that 1—I don't th iuk it right that the lots 
should be sub-divided; there too many upon them as it is. 

26661. Is the price of stock higher now, or the same, or less than it 
was twenty years ago ?—The price of stock is higher now, but there are 
some of the people without any stock. 

26662. Under these circumstances can you account for the greater 
poverty of the people now compared with their condition twenty years ago? 
—What benefit would tha t be to a man who has no stock a t all ; there 
are some without stock. 

26663. If the lots are the same and the rents are the same and the 
price of produce is higher, why are the people poorer now than they 
were twenty years ago ?—The people are very much poorer, and if it was 
not for gentlemen sending us money, the merchant in Thurso and the 
merchant in Wick, there would be famine in the land some years. 

26664 . The Royal Commission are very anxious to find a remedy 
for the present state of matters, bu t unless we can find out first the cause 
of the poverty, it will be difficult for them to recommend anything which 
can remedy the condition of the people ?—The cause of the poverty is that 
the people have so little land to support them. 

26665. Have you any observations to make about the condition of 
people's houses 1—There are some of the houses very bad. I have myself 
built a house that would suit, if the other things were all right. I got 
from Mr M ' lver £ 3 to assist in building a house. 

26666. Are the rules of your district the same as those we have heard 
from other delegates 1—He offered me also slate, but I would no t 
undertake the repayment of it in three years. I could not buy wood 
either, for £ 3 would go bu t a little way in buying wood. 

26667. W h a t would you like done ?—To give the people more land. 
26668. But about houses ?—We are so poor we cannot build houses. 
26669. W h a t you want is, that the proprietor should re-build the houses 

for you entirely at his own cost ?—That would be a great matter to do, 
and the people would need i t ; but I don't want such an arrangement. 

26670 . Have you anything else to say on the general subject 1—No. 
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:R- WILLIAM HUGH MACKAY, Tailor, formerly Fisherman, Insheigra 
(61)—examined. 

26671. TJie Chairman.—Have you got any statement to make ?—I 
would like to speak of the condition of the poor fishermen in the district. 

Hugh la the first place they have bad boats ; and they have no lines nor 
herring nets, so as to pursue the fishing with success. The harbour is 
bad and the land is bad. Many a time the people could work perfectly 
at sea when they could not come ashore, the coast is so rocky. If we had 
a ready market for the fish, the people could get a little money, which 
they cannot get at the present time, for their families and themselves. 
If the railway was extended to the head of Loch Laxford, it would form an 
admirable centre for the districts of Durness, and this parish of Eddria-
chillis, and so the people would be able to send their fresh fish to the 
market. That is about all I have got to say. 

26672. If some fish-curer from the east country would send a good 
decked boat over here, would you be able to supply a crew ?—Yes, as good 
a crew as is to be had in the north of Scotland. 

26673. Have your ever thought of sending one of your osvn number 
over to ask one of the fish-curers to begin a business here of that kind 1 
—Thsre was a curer who came here different times, but because there 
was no suitable landing place and no suitable boats that could pursue the 
fishing with success, the scheme did not succeed. 

26674. But do the crew themselves not hire the boats ?—Some do. I 
tried myself the fishing in that way, but when I got into the curer's debt, 
then the price of the fish was reduced, and having to get supplies all the 
same, that put an end to that state of matters. 

26675. If a curer brought round a large decked boat to this country, 
would it not be able to lie quite safely in this place ?—Yes it would, 
within the loch ; but the loch is very far inshore and distant from the 
fishing ground.-

26676. Where would you propose to make a shelter for such a boat 
on the coast here ?—At Old Shore; but it would be very expensive. 
A very suitable place could bej erected at Kinlochbervie for a moderate 
amount of money. 

26677. Who were your partners in the boat when you were in debt to 
the curer?—-Three or four of my neighbours. 

26678. What size of boat was it ?—A boat of thirty feet keeL 
26679. Was she a decked boat %—No. 
26680. What was the number of her crew ?—Five. 
26681. WTas she fit to go outside to the banks?—At times she was ; 

but of course a decked boat could go oftener to the banks than she was 
able to go. 

26682. You said that when you were in debt to the curer the prices 
fell. Do you mean that the curer made his prices lower than the market 
price ?—He used to give less for fish to those who were in his debt than to 
those who were not. 

. 26683. Was he an east coast curer ?—Yes, from Wick and Stornoway. 
2668L Is it not common for the men on the east coast and the Orkney 

and Shetland Islands to start as fishermen in debt to the curer ?—Yes, but 
herein is the difference ; the people upon the east coast get their supplies 
for perhaps about half the price that we pay for them. 

26685. What supplies do you refer to?—Our lines and nets and every 
thing we need; it is so difficult to bring things here. 

26686. But when the boat would go to Stornoway and Wick fishing ? 
could they not supply themselves Ì—Yes. It was there we used to buy 
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them, but we only bought them upon the curer's line—by the curer STJTHEE-
giving us an order—and so advantage was taken of us by means of this LAND, 
line that the curer cave us. ^ 

26687. Does not the same difficulty meet the east country man who has BERVIE. 
to get his supplies by means of the curer's line Ì—No, because there is a —— 
moderate number of wealthy people" round about him, who would give him William Hugh 
assistance to buy his boat and material may be with ready cash. Mackay 

26688. But is it not the case that the east coast people succeed who do 
not pay with ready cash, but start in debt to the curer 1—Yes ; but we 
have not the boats. They were not fishing with the same kind of boats 
when I wentlto the east coast fishing that they have now; they are much 
larger now. Again, they go further out fishing, and they require a bigger 
class of boat. 

26689. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—Are you the only tailor named Mackay 
in this district ?—There is one in Scourie, but none in this place. 

26690. You live in Kinlochbervie 1—Between here and the end of the 
loch. 

26691. Have you been here all your days'?—No, not altogether. 
26692. Where have you been 1—Caithness. 
26693. Carrying on your business 1—At times. 
26694. Did you know that a great number of people from Kinloch­

bervie district were sent away by a former Duke of Sutherland after the 
potato famine1?—I could not say if they were sent away, but I knew they 
went away. 

26695. Were their passages paid for them 1—I believe they were. 
26696. What became of the lands from which they went; who got 

them?—I could not say exactly ; I do not wish to interfere with the like 
of that. 

26697. Do you wish to speak upon the fishing alone 1—Nothing else 
but the fishing. 

Rev. DUNCAN FINLAYSON, Free Church Minister, Kinlochbervie, 
Parish of Eddriachillis examined. 

26698. The Chairman.—How long have you been settled in this parish ? Rev. Duncan 
—Two years only. Finlayson. 

26699. From what part of the country do you come1?—Inverness-shire ; 
I was born there. 

26700. Had you a charge there?—No, this is my first charge. 
26701. Have you a statement you wish to make in regard to the 

condition of your people generally ?—No, but I want to make a few 
remarks about secondary education. We are at a disadvantage about 
that; boys that are getting up after thirteen, cannot be educated here. 
The teacher is willing to educate them if there was room to teach them, but 
the schoolroom seems to be too small. The boys last year wished to go 
for education during winter, and the teacher could not take them ; he has 
enough to do to teach the children under thirteen. 

26702. Sheriff Nicolson.—Will you explain exactly why he cannoi ./each, 
them 1—I heard it stated that the rooms are too smalL Down here at 
Insheigra there are a great many past age, but there is no room in the 
school for them. 

26703. There is no room for them to sit in the school and be taught 1 
—I was told so. 

26701. How many scholars does the school house accommodate?—• 
There are sixty-six scholars within school age in the district. 



1696 Highlands and Islands Commission. 

SUTHER- 26705/ And is the attendance generally large ?—Yes, I think it is 
LAND. p r e t ty large. I don't know as to the regularity of the attendance ; I am 

not a member of the School Board, and have not been often in the school. 
BERVIE. 26706. But is the attendance so large that there is not room enough to 

teach any except those who come in for cbmentary education ?—Yes, I 
Duncan w a s top^ s o by t j j e boys. They went to the other school in this end of 
ayson. ^iQ p a r - g u a n ( j t n e teacher there has more room; but the parents in that 

end objected to children from this end of the parish going to be educated 
there, and sent in a petition to the teacher, so that he had to dismiss them 
and not allow them into his school. 

26707. What can these boys do in the way of prosecuting their 
education ?—They must be self-taught, I suppose. We have a very clever 
boy here at present. He was the first in the examination of the Society 
for Propagating Christian Knowledge. He used to attend school until now 
that he is over school age. 

26708. And he cannot get the benefit of the schoolmaster's instruction 
except at the school?—He is past the age now. I am not aware if the 
teacher would take him in after this, and be is too delicate, his father 
considers, to send him from home. I don't know what he Ì3 to do in 
winter. 

26709. Is the schoolmaster quite fit to carry on the education of this 
boy ?—I think so, but I am not quite sure. 

26710. So that, practically, secondary education is impossible in the 
school in this place ?—Yes, I think that is the fact. 

26711. You spoke about the school in this place?—There are two 
Board Schools in this district—one at Insheigra and the other at Old 
Shore. 

26712. Which did you refer to?—I don't hear any complaints of one 
of them being too small, but I have heard it repeatedly said that it is the 
smallnes3 of the schoolroom at Insheigra that is the difficulty. It is 
quite crowded with children within school age. 

26713. Wa3 it considered by the inhabitants from the beginning to be 
too small ?—I am not aware. I was not here at the time it was built. 

26714. Is there anything else you are aware of that the people have 
reason to complain of?—No, except the doctor. We would join to get a 
doctor. That is a general complaint, although we are not so far from 
him as the Durness people. The doctor is about nineteen miles from us. 
Another grievance is that we have not a smith in this place, and have to 
send for him seventeen miles to Scourie. I have heard it said that no 
smith could be had without a croft. 

26715. Is there any reason why there should not be a smith ?—I 
heard it stated that no one could be got—that he coull not support 
himself with what he could earn at his trade without a croft. 

26716. So the people have to go all the way to Scourie to get iron 
work done ?—Yes, seventeen miles. As to the means of communication, 
if we could get the railway which the former delegate spoke of, it would be 
of the greatest benefit to this district; and also a telegraph line. 

26717. How far are you from tbs nearest telegraph station ?—Lairg, 
forty-six miles. I think the telegraph would benefit the fishing class. 
The telegraph and the railway would be the making of the place. The 
means of communication here are very bad. We have to get all our 
goods from Thurso by smack. The vessel goe3 round by Cape Wrath, 
and is often a long time by the way. Last winter the people sometimes 
ran out of meal, and had to use the seed they were keeping and turn it 
into meaL 

26718. Is there no shop at all in this neighbourhood ?—A good many 


