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Minutes of Evidence. 1697

gmall ones, but there is not a general one which keeps a large stock of
everything.

26719. Ia there none that deals in meal #--Three of them deal in meal.

26720. But I suppose most of the people prefer to get their goods from
Thurso 2—Yes, by the smack, and from Wick too. 1t would be a great
benefit to have the steamer which goes in to Badcall three miles from
Scourie.

26721, The Chairman.—You stated you had the same complaint as
the people of Durness, that you are very far from the doctor. How
‘many miles are you from him %-—Nineteen.

26722. And how far are the Durness people—Thirty miles,

26723. Do you happen to have had any cases of emergency, such ss
accidents, here, when there was great inconvenience felt from the want of
a doetor I—Not since I came here, but T suppose there have been. He is
very often needed down here. The doctor himself is not well this season ;
he was neatly dead with going about su much,

26724 How far does his circuit extend on the other side 1—To Kyle Sku,
I believe. He has not many people on the other side.

26725, In cases of child-birth has the want of the doctor been felt +—
Yes, I believe it has.

26726, Is there any educated women in the neighbourhood who can
attend to such cases I—I believe not.

26727. You stated that want of accommodation for higher education is
felt in the school at Insheigra1--Yes.

26728. How far is that from here 7—Close on two miles.

26729. There is a school bere I—Yes.

26730. And there the same want is not felt I—No ; I think not.

26731, Is there the same demand for secondary education in the school
here that thers is at Insheigra 7—1I should think so, There are & great
mauy boys above school age.

26732, Do boys above school age avail themselves of teaching in the
higher subjects there I—Some of them did; I am net aware if they do
now. Some boys would like to attend school in winter.

26733, When was the school at Insheigra built F—It has been built
gince the new Act came into force,

26734. Have the people of Insheigra petitioned the School Board for
increased school accommodation %1 am not aware that they have, I
have not heard that they did.

26735. Have you made a representation yourself to the School Board?
—No.

26736. Who was the chairman of the School Board here 3—Mr M‘Iver.

26737, Sir Kenneth Mackensie.—Kinlochbervie is part of the civil
parish of Eddrachillis ; how many scheols are under the Scheol Board 1—
Three.

26738 Two in this part and one at Scourie +—One at Scourie.

96739. Have the School Board appointed any managers for these
schools 1 am not aware that they have. Is it the compulsory officer you
mean,

26740, Tt is in the power of the School Board to appoint some of
their number, or a gentleman from the outside in the neighbourhood,
manager of a special school ; and I thought they might have appoeinted
you such a manager in this district 3~No; I was not appointed.
Perhaps thev have appointed the other minister, Mr Lundie, who is a
member of the board.

6741, Has any representation been made to the board about the
smount of accommodation I—I am not a member of the board.
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26742, But has any representation been made by the inhabitants
of the distriet 7—I am not aware, but the parents have been often com-
plaining to me about the want of secondary education,

26743, What have you done in consequence of their complaints to yout
—1I did not do anything,

26744, You did not represent it to Mr M‘Ivar %—Perhaps they have
done it themselves before my eoming here. I am not long here,

26745. Professor Mackinnon.—Have you considered what effect it
would have upon the rate? What is the school rate of the parish +—
Nipepence—fourpence halfpeany on tevants and fourpence halfpenny cn
Iandlords.

26746, I think yon stated that one of the reasons for the defective
secondary education was that the master could not give his time to the
higher boys during school hours—that he has sufficiens to do otherwise.
What is the greatest difficulty— want of room or want of teaching power +—
The teacher stated to me that he would have difficulty even if he had room.

26747. So that you want not merely a bigger school but a bigger statf
of teachers 1—I suppose so.

26748. Would you ask that in all the schools %—I don’t know as to
the other schools, I suppose Scourie school is very well taught. I think
there is plenty of room there ; but I don’t know.

26749. Do you think it would be reasonable to expect that a highly
equipped school for secondary education should be placed in every
locality whatever the number of people #—I think there should be soms
way of getting secondary education. That would be desirable ; there is
no doubt of that. We are so far away from any town here, to gend
them to, that the parents cannot afford to send their children should they
be willing ; and there is no one rising up. The people say that clever
boys got on far better under the old system. Several beys from here
became teachers and some of them preachers during the old time.

26750. Werz the school houses bigger then?—In the parish day
schools, and now there is no one rising above the common level.

26751, 1 am glad to know there are notable exceptions just now 3--1
am speaking generally.

26753. You know various parts of the country very well along the
western sea-board down to Mull and these places 1—Yes,

26753. Comparing that district with this do you consider that the

- condition of the people here or there is, take it all round, bettér or worse

—take the south end of Mull —T should say they are better off here thun
in the south end of Mull-—Ross of Mull
h-26754. Better housad +—No. The honses ars inferior here, some of
them.

26755. But, take it all in all they are better off here $—Yes. I should
gay so; they have more pasture.

26756. And a5 to the rents 7—I don't know as to the rents,

26757, Don't you know ths rents in the south end of Aull $—No, but
there are some of the people very poor there. ’

26758, Is there any other district in the West Highlands which yon
konow the rents of I—No,

26759. Do you agree generally with the description the people give of
their own condition leret—Yes, T agree with what our own delegates

- stated, and I agree also with the statements of the Durness people

generally as to the medical officer and so on.

26760. Ths ramedy {hey themselves suggested in all cases was to get
more land ; do you also concur in that1—Yes, I do, because it is
impossible for them to winter their cattle ; that is the great complaint,
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More arable land is what is needed ; and T think their pasture land might
be improved if it were drained.

26761. Suppoesing they got more land they say themselves they are
not able to stock it. Do you think some benevolent friends outside could
belp them in any way? Have they relatives abroad with means
Very few of them bave, I think, but I think the houscs should be
improved, and that would increase the comfort of the people in every way.
The cattle go in by the same door in some of the Lonmses; and in some
instances there are two families in one house, which is very undesir-
able.

26762, The Chairman.—Have you yourself seen houses in which two
families were living in one room *—No, not in one room ; I think they
generally have two at least.

26763. But you have seen houses of two rooms in which there was a
family in each room 3—1In some houses there are the family of the faiher
and of an eider married son. That seems to have been allowed by the
laws of the estate,

26764, Living in two rooms I—I think they live in family.

26765. But one family sleeps in one rcom and the other family in the
other +—I think they live just like one family and have eleeping apart-
ments. Some of them have a closet and two rooms.

26766. You stated that in some of the houses the peopls enter by the
same door as the cattle, that 1s the house enters by the byre, the byra
being separate —Yes, in some cases.

26767. Do you know any instance of # house withont a slight
partition between the byre and the dwellingroom +—Yes, T know one in
this very place, a pauper, and she lives in & house where there is no
partition between her and the cow. :

26768. Does the panper keep a cow +—Yes ; her daughter is with
her. It is her daughter who has the cow, The old womar is the
pauper.

26769, Do you think that in some cases the lodging is so bad and dirty
a3 to be prejudicial to health 3—1 should think so at any rate ; but I
don’t hear complaints. I would not like to live Irr such a place.

26770, Are you aware of any cose in which a very bad house has been
visited by the health officer, and denounced as a nuisgnce or dangerous to
health 2—I am not aware that such is the case; I never heard of our
having such an official as a health officer.

26771, Some of the houses are very inferior, but you have no inspector
of nuisances or sanitary inspector }—I1 never heard of his going round ;
but there may be such an officer. The inspector of poor, Mr M‘Iver
informs me, 15 sanitary officer.

26772, Who is he 7-Mr Chisholm, Scouris,

26773. How far off does he live 7—He lives at Scourie, seventeen miles
from here,

26774, Does he often come here i—He comes, I think, occasionally ; I
don't know him very well, yet.

26775. Did you ever hear of him inspecting the habitations of the poor,
with respect to their sanitary condition +—1 have not; but he may baye
done it. T think he would get plenty of work to do in that way.

26776. Have there been any cases of fever -—Not since I came here.

26777, Have you heard of previous cases of fever in the houses here ?
—1 bave not, but T have never inquired about that. I suppose there has
been fever, but not in my time.

26778. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—Do you know who are the members of
the School Board of Eddrachillis —Mr Mackenzie, Established Church
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minister of Eddrachillis; Mr M‘Iver, the factor, cheirman ; Mr Louis
3Iver; Rev. Mr Lundie; and the Free Church minister of Scourie.

26779. Is Mr Louis M‘Iver the son of the factor —Yes.

96780, Where does the Free Chureh minister live, who is 2 member ¥
—In Seourie.

26781, Is the Free Church of Eddrachillis divided into two branches—
Kinlochbervie and Scourie1—Yes,

26782, And there is an Established Church in each 2—Yes.

267583, The Rev. Mr Lundie is the Established Church clergyman who
is in your part —Yes.

96784. Has he a larze attendance 71 don't know, T never was there;
but I don't think he has.

26785, Has the Established Church minister in Scourie a large congre-
gation 7—T cannot say. I think the people belong to the Free Church
gounerally.

26786. Considering that the bulk of the peopls belong to the Free
Ghurch, do you think they are properly represented in the School Board 1
—1T don’t think so. Mr MIver asked me to go on it, but I declined at
the time, and gave my reasons to Mr M‘Iver. I had too much of it.

26787, The only representative of the Free Clurch on the Board is
the minister of Scourie T —Yes,

26788. Has Mr Loais M‘Iver a farm of his own +—XNo.

26789, Is he a ratepayer —No.

26790, Who is clerk to the School Board t—2Mr Chisholm.

26791, Are there not ministers from Scourle here to-day —Mr Lundie
is liere, but not Mr Mackenzie.

Evasprr M‘IvER, Factor for the Duke of Sutherland in the Scourie
District, Scourie (71)—ezamined,

26792. The Chatrman.—How long have you occupied your present
position 2—Since Whitsunday 1845,

26793, Were you brought up to the business in which you are now
engaged I—1 was regularly educated for it.

26794, In what part of Scotland I was educated for it in Lanark-
shire and Dumfriesshire. 1 was sent to these counties to be taught
farming.

26793. To what part of the country do you belong 7—I am a native of
the island of Lewis, where my father had a large farm and an extensive
business as fish-curer and merchant. I have had to do with crofters from
my younger days.

26796, Were you a Gaelicspeaking man from your childhood +—1I was ;
I could speak Gaelic before I could speak English.

26797. You have been present here during the inquiry to-day 1—I have
been present the whole day.

26798, And you have heard what has been stated —T have,

26799, Would you make any voluntary statement in regard to
any points which interest you3—7The first thing T have to state iz with
regard to the changes at Laid and Sangobeg. Fhese changes were carried
out by Mr James Anderson, tenant of Rispond, Lord Reay's factor.
Mr Anderson held a lease of Laid and Sangobeg, when the Duke of
Suthedand‘purchased the property from Lord Reay, and the Duke had no
power to interfere. These changes were not made by the Sutherland
family, The next subject I would allude to, is the grazing of horses by
the terants of Durness and Foinaven which was mentioned as a complaint
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or grievance. The people had the privilege of grazing their horses on this
ground which was surrounded by the large farms of Erriboll and Balna-
skail, and the Reay forest, and great complaints were made, that there
was no proper herd and that the horses trespassed very much upon those
grounds. I was asked by the late Duke of Sutherland and his commis-
sioner, Mr James Loch, to go and see the ground and report upon it ; and,
after a good deal of consideration, it was settled that the generation of
tenants then existing, should always have right to send their horses to
this ground, but that, as each died, their successors should not have the
night, because there were so many complaints made of the trespassing of
tiie horses. This went on for a number of years until the number of
tenants who were entitled to send horses there became very small, and
then they found the herding became very expensive, Then the people
met, and, without any intimation whatever to the proprietor, the whole of
them sent their horses up to the grazing. It was then found necessary to
have the subject gone into, and the Duke of Sutherland and his commis-
sioner came up to Durness, and it was settled that the people shoald
continue to send their horses there, but that they would require to pay
five ghillings a year, the Duke of SButherland to pay a berd for them.
The person they sent as a herd got 1s. 6d. but the sum was go small that
unly & very inferior herd could be got, and the horses were not properly
lovoked after. The Duke now has a party placed there to look after the
horses and take care of them. .

26500. Did it not ocecur to you to put a fence round the place t—TIt
extends over a great many miles, and the ezxpense would have been very
large.

2G801. What length of fence would be required 3—TFive or six miles
perhaps. That is the explanation about the grazing of the horses at
Foinaven. T don’t think it i3 necessary for me to take any notice of what
Mr Ross said about the appointment of the School Doard at Durness,
becanse the whole thing arose thus. Tle returning officer was not there,
and he sent me the return and asked me to mgke it. 1 brought the
return to the meeting, and we sat down for the purpose of constituting the
Board. Mr Ross got up and said we tnust first appoint a chairman. I said
we tpust tirst constitute the Board, and then appoint a chairman. T have
since asked Mr Ress to come back to the Board, but he would not. With
regard to Balnaskail farm, an excambion was entered into and was gone
into in the most regular and orderly manner. A partof the land which the
small tenants had, was added to Balnaskail, and they got & part which the
farmer of Balnaskail had. A portion of the farm of Balnaskail was given
back to the tenants, and a portion of the tenants’ ground given to Balna-
skail, That was before I came to the country, forty or fifty years ago.
As to the islaud of Handa, it is opposite Scourie, and was occupied by ten
tenants. When the potato disease occurred in 1346, these tenants came
to me in a body aud begged I would ask the Duke of Sutherland to send
them to America, as they could not remain on Handa. They szid they
saw no prospect of their being able to live, in consequence of the fatlure of
the potatoes. I eonveyed their wish to the Duke, and he complied and
sent them to America, There were two families who afterwards said they
would not go. One of these was provided with a lot on Achresgil, and [
dow't remember what became of the other,

26802, What became of the island #-Jt was opposife iy farm and no
person could get to it without going through my farm ; and the Duke »aid,
if that was the case it must be added to my farm if T would take it. I
aceordingly took it, and I pay the same rent as the tenants. With regard
o Auchligliness, Alexander Iioss who spoke to that, never was a tenant on
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this estate. His father was a tenant, and lived in the village of Scourie,
where he had built a house. The factor who was hLere about 1839 or
1340, wished o remove the ground officer who lived ou Anchlighiness up
to Scourie, and he gave the lot occupied by the ground officer at Auchlig-
liness to Ross's father. The officer went to Auchligliness, but this man
Ross remained in the house at Sconrte. He got possession, and would not
go out until he was put out by antherity of the Sheritf. Then he went
and lived with his family at Aucllizliness. There was a part of the favn
of Scirba which this man thought the people of Auchligliness should get,
but it was let with the farm.  This man, however, would go with hLorses,
cattle, and sheep, and in spite of all remounstrance would put them to this
ground. This went on for several years, and ultimately T received in-
structions to szy that if he would not comply with the rules of the estate
they would be removed ; and we were objiged to carry out the threat
against our will,

26803, What ebout the mother +—She was the tenant ; sghe eame to me
st Scourie, and promised faithfully they would go off properly and legaliy,
and I agreed that they were to be left, but that understanding was nut
carried out. The consequence was that we were obliged not te permit
such an illegality to go on in the district.

26804. Did the old woman receive the option of remaining with the
gon on her bolding 7—Yes, I think it was agreed that she should remain
in one end of the house and the new teusnt would go into the house
with her,

26805. But the old woman was to lose the Iand +—~Yes. :

26306. But on account of her son’s fault #—She was the tevant, he was
not ; but it was with Ler authority that the illegality went on—at least it
was through her being tenant. With regard to the school at Insheigra, of
which Mr Fiulayson spoke, the school was built with the approval of the
Board of Education, who were informed of the number of the children who
would attend the school, and what the size of the school was to be. Plans
were sent to them and approved of, and the school was built aceording to
the rules of the Fducation Act. I never heard any complaint—and Lam
chairman of the board—as to children not receiving secondary educa-
tiof.

26807, Is there a elass room, or s it a school house of one room —There
are two apartments in the school, The people, Mr Finlayson says, complain
of the want of a smith. They made that complaint on a previous occa-
sion, snd we assisted them to put up a little smithy, and it was arranged that
the smith from Scourie shonld go down regularly on stated occasions, and
do work for the people. The smith did so, and this arrangement went on
for a year or two, until at last the smith found he was go ill-paid, that he
gave it up and would not go. There is nothing else that I wish to remark
on, but I shall be glad to answer any questions.

26808. You have explained with reference to the island of Handa, that
it was not cleared with any view of benefiting your farm, but reslly on
the demaud of the people, who desired to go to Ameriea I -Yes.

26809, Thero are one or two statements in detail—that one or two
evictions on other small holdings were made in some degres or other for
your benefit ? —~There were two Little townships of Clashfearn and Findle-
beg. One of the tenants of these pluces came saying that he wished to
%o tc;)‘ Ameries, and the othar was provided with a lot in this neighbour-

oo
26810. What became of the lot of the one who went to America 1 —

I?nth these little townships were added to my farm, which surrounded
the:,
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26811. Can you give me any example of a lot in a township like that,
where one being evicted was added to a erofter’s lot so as to improve it
and which was not added to a farm?—There has been an immense
number over this district.

26812, On this particnlar oceasion on which the lots were added to
your farm, were there crofters conveniently situated to whichk the evicted
lots might have been added %—There were townships Leyond ; there is
another township called Findlemore beyond Findlebeg; but Findiebeg
could nut have been added to it.

v 26813. Dat the people were not evicted, but wanted to go away?—
es,

26814, Are you able to say that no one has been evicted and his log
added to your farm 7—Most emphatically ; I deny any imputation of the
kind. :

26815. In filling up the vacancy created in the Schuol Board by Mr
Ross's resignation, who was elected 21 forget at this moment; I am nut
quite sure. My son who was with me at that time is abroad now. [
think he was elscted to the vacancy, but ITam not quite certain. He was
rominated by the board.

26816, As it was a case of nomination, don’t you think on reflection,
it wight have been more discreet and more acceptable to the people that
some one should have been nominated more identified as it were with the
people and with their interests I—I quite agree it should have been so;
but at the time there was some difficulty in getting one to join.

26817. Are you able to state that thers is no objection on the part
of the management of the estate to the people having representatives of
their own class whom they respect and wish to be on the board 1 am
quite able to state that ; and if any of them had expressed any strong
wish or feeling on the subject, it would have been considered and most
likely agreed to. But it depends on the other members of the board as
well as me.

26818, I am not mistaken in supposing you would have considerable
influence. Supposing the people came to you frankly and manifested a
desire to have @ member on the School Board identified with their own
class and their own views, are you able to state that if the person so
selected was respectable and competent he would have your sympathy and
support +—He would decidedly.

26819. Whe is Mr Chisholm, inspector of poor $--He has been inspector
of poor at Secourie for thirty years. e is a native of Ross-shire and was
brought up in an agent’s office in Dingwall.

26820. Is he ynite independent in his position, or is he connected by
family relationship or interest with the management of the estate —XNone
whatever,

26821. He is in a position, on an estate like this, to point out any
abuse or imperfections connected with his department +—Certainly.

26822, Without favour or fear +—Certainly,

26823. Has heever brought to the notice of the Parochial Board that
there are houses in an unhealthy or imsanitary condition +—He has fre-
gnently complained that there was a good deal of filth, and that the
houses were not so clean in the neighbourhood as he wished, aud that he
had great difficulty in insisting on getting them put into proper condition.

26824, Have the management of the estate acted on any complaints of
that sort +—It is the Parochial Board that hes the sole charge of the sani-
tary arrangements of the parish,

26825. But I presume the Parochial Board would intimate to the
management of the estate that there was something wrong +—Mr Chisholm
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bas several times mentioned to me the great difficulty he had in getfing
sny improvements made or reforms brought about in the saunitary condi-
tion of the houses.

26826, Does he pay attention to that branch of his duty !—1 wonld
not say he pays strict attention to it, for I have sometimes complained
that he was not sc attentive to it as he ought to be,

26327. Complaint has been made of the consclidation of various head
offices in the family of the ground officer at Duaruess; is that complaing
well founded —The ground officer’s daughter happ-ned to marry the
teacher, who was tezcher long before he married. Of course we had no
knowledge that such a connection would be formed. His son acts as
inspector of poor, and his daughter teaches the femals schoul.  All these
offices are consolidated, if one may say so, in one family.

26823, These things sometimes grow up : do you eatirely approve of
that sort of consolidation of various offices +—=No, I do not.

26329, If you had the epportunity, you would take it, to alter that
arrzngement I—Yes,

26830. Mr Fraser-Muckintosh.—Will we have the pleasure of seeing
you at our next meeting at Lochinver -—1I shall be at Lochinver. I have
a good many statements I would wish to make, but perbaps you would
wish to hear them at Lochinver.

26831, The Chatrman.—1f it is in regard to anything which occurred
here to-day there is always an advantage in explaining things before the
people who heard the accusationi—1I wish to explain that this district of
which I have charge comprehends the parishes of Assynt, Eddrachillis, and
the greater part of Durness. A portion of Durness is in the Tongue
management. Assynt has formed part of the Sutherland estate for nearly
two centuries. Eddrachillis and Durness formed part of Reay estates
which werg acquired by the Marquis of Stafford in 1829, The population
of these parishes by the last census is as follows :—Assynt, 1390 ; Storr
groad sacre, 1391-—sogether, 2781 ; Eddrachillis, 605 ; Kinlochbervie,
portion 930—together—1525 ; Durness, 387. The whoele population of
the district, amounts to 5293 persons, I found on coming lLere in 1843,
there bad been a great deal of discussion about the smali rents paid by
the small tenants in the distrist, which amounted in 1839 to £2001, 4s. 4d.
"The arrears at that time had acenmulated to so large an amount that the
Duke of Sutherland resolved to zbate them, and to begin in 1840, with a
clear rental. The abatements made were as follows—in Assynt, £2211,
11s. 24.; in Eddrachillis, £2255, 8s, 6d.; in Durness, £571, 8a. 1d.—
total, £3068, 7s, 8d. That sum was abated by the Duke of Sutherland
from the rents of the crofters in the district. I beeame factor in 1845,
and I found when 1 entered that arrears had again accumnulated to the
sum of £840, 19s. 10d. The rental in 1845 for the small tenants was
£1797, 3s. 5d.  The rental of the small tenants has not varied largely
since 1845 in these parishes. Ttis more; but I may mention, in explana-
tion of the sums which were said to be added to the small tenants’ rents
on the death of s father and mother, that in 1878, the Duke appointed
two skilled gentlemen to go over his estates aund value every croft in the
county of Sutherland. These gentlemen were Mr Maedenald, whe was
Sir Jokn Orde’s factor on North Ulst, and Mr Thomes Mackenzie, tenant
of Auchnabaird. In that year the rental of the small tenants in this
district was £1928, 4s, 11d. These gentlmen went over every croft and
made 2 special report, and valued every cne of them. They brought up
the rents to £2227, 7s. 2d., adding to the rental £299 or £300 a year.
The additions which these gentlemen made to the rents of the crofts are
now added at the death of the father and mother, when a son succeeds,
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That is the explanation of what has been complained of. The potato disease
which came upon us here in 1846 and 1847, brought on a very grave
crisis und placed us in very difficult and trying eircumstances, and entailed
an amount of expenditure that was quite enormous. I have a little
memorandur of it here which T may quote. When the Duke of Suther-
land purchased the Reay country in 1829, it was almost in a state of
nature, in a very poor condition. There was an absence of reads and a
want of houses, Lord Reay was not laying any money on improving it,
and the consequence was when the Duke of Sutherland purchased the
property be found there was an immense deal to do.  The first thing was
to make a road through the country from one end to the other, which cost
from £15,000 to £20,000. There have been since I came into this district,
49 miles of road made in various parts, and 52 miles of paths. These
have been made at enormous sxpense.

26832. What do you mean by paths —Narrow roads,

26833. Horse roads or cart roads +—Just horse roads—bridle paths.
The roads which were made have cost £10,408, 17s. 4d., and the branch
roads, £619, 10s. The paths, many of which are in the Reay forest, have
cost £2936, 12s, 5d.

26834, What am T to understand by branch roads*—Cross roada
leading from main or public roads.

26835. Did they become public roads +—Some of them are, and some
are not ; some are farm roads.

26836, How are the farm reads maintained 7—By the farmers,

26837. Are they maintained by the farmers, or are they sometimes
made to townships 2—They are to townships in some instances.

26838. How are they maintained % Do the crofters and the landlord
co-operate —When they are for crofters, the crofters maintain them
themselves,

26839. Do the crofters appreciate that—are they desirous to have
roads I—Very desirous.

26840. Do they grudge the labour bestowed on them +—What the Duke
generally does now, when they ask for a branch road or anything for their
own convenience, is to say—‘That is a thing for you to do yourselves ]
but he offers to provide an overseer and give tools for the work in various
cases.

26841. He cooperates ?—Yes. In the year 1847, when the potato
disesse came upon us, there was expended upon meal and seed and grain
by the Duke of Sutherland for this distriet, £10,441, 4s. 11d.; aud in
1848, £1748, bs. 4d. Of these sums there were recovered or received by
work or labour or money, £6856, 8s. 7d. leaving a balance of £5333,
1s. 8d., which never was paid. In these years there was spent on emi-
gration £4816, 4s. 7d. by the Duke of Sutherland, in sending people at
their own special request to America. On trenching and draining, there
was laid out £3073 over the district.

96842, Was that trenching and draining chkiefly done upon the crofts ¥
—NXo; partly upon the crofts and partly on the large farms—all set agoing,
however, for the employment of the pecple. The poor rates and school
rates are @ very heavy burden on this district.

26843, Not guite so bad as in other places I—That may be, but we con-
sider it very heavy.

26844, My Cameron.—What is the poor rate *—In Assynt £1171,
16s. 6d. on account of the poor.

26845. Donw't you know the rate —I think between school rates and
poor rates it is four or five shillings per £. The total assessments last
year were—in Assynt, £1171, 16s. 7d. ; Eddrachillis, £609, 0s. 11d.; in
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Durness, £571, 19s. 2d.—together £2352, 16s. 7d., of which sum hat
crofters paid £3228, 13s. 4d., or one-tenth portion, while the poor emante *
chiefly from that class. Since the Education Act came into operatioe,
there has been assessed from 1873 to 1883—in Assynt, £4973, 14s 5dn;
in Eddrachillis, £2151, 9s, 9d., and in Durness, £1804, 5s, 3d.—together.
£9028, 95 5d. Iu addition to that the School Board of Assynt have
borrowed £3164 for building schools, and Eddrachillis £1-400—together,
£4564. These two suwms together represent something like £13,500,
which has been spent purposely almost to educate the children of the crofters,
and people of that class in the district. I suppose the returns made con-
tain all about the stock and acreage of the land occupied by the crofters,
so that I need not allude to that. Omne of the great difficulties in the
management of the erofters is the constant tendency to sabdivide and subset
their erofts. The proprietor or his factor or agents may be as strict as
they choose, or may lay down rules framed in the most stringent
terms, but still in opposition to all rules, the people will contrive to have
a married son or daughter or soms relative in the house; and so the lot
becumes burdened with two or three families where one eannot exist in
comfort. We have done all we could—we have resorted to depriving the
tenant of his lot for taking in a married couple ; but it is almost impos-
sible to check it I don’t exazgerate when I say that every person
connected with the management of a Highland estate will bear out the
truth of that remark; I speak only of the West of Scotland not of the
east. Another great evil, I think, is that the people attempt to earry on
two occupations. They attempt to be crofters and fishermen, which T
think is very much against their well-being, because they don’t suecceed
very well with either. I see in a few cases where the tepants devote
themselves wholly to their land, and industriously manage it aud never
fish, they are in a better condition and are much better off than those who
go to the fishing. We have a very wild stormy winter here, and the fish-
ing is very difficult and very precarious, and then again, being fishermen
unfits the peopls very much frorn labouring on the land. They go to
work on the land against their will. They think it a species of slavery to
till the land—at least a great many of them do.

26846, Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—Taking the first matter which ecame up
to-day, you say evictions took place in Anderson’s time, and before the
property came into the possession of the house of Sutherland. I suppose
you don't know whether what is said to have been done by Anderson with
regard to removing these people is true or not —I know he attempted to
remove people, and I know by tradition and the talk of the country that
there was a very disagreeable riot in Durness in consequenes,

26847. So that in point of fact all you can say is that you don’t hold
yourself or your noble constitnent responsible for it +—That is so.

26348. You don’t justify what ocenrred —Oh dear, no.

26819, Still the people have their grievance?—Yes. T can essily

“understand that this is a very sore subject with them,

26850. You have been present all day and have heard the people tell
themselves that they are very poor in their circumstances, some of them
stating they are gradually getting worse ¥ How can you account for that?
—1I don’t concur in that opinion.

26851. Don’t you think they are telling the truth 3—I think their con-
dition this year has been bad and that that is working very much on their
minds. [ think they are materially better off, a good deal, than they
were before,

26852, The population has decreased in Suthorland in your time $—1It
](ias, and T think it has been a very great improvement that it has

08 S0,
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26853, But still, notwithstanding that, there is no donbt—whether it
is trne or not—that there is a great deal of dissatisfaction in the country
at the existing state of matters I—I think there is that upon every estute
you will go to.

26854, You doo't say it does not exist1—1 never saw an estate yetb
where there was constant satistaction, and I am sure that is your own
experience,

26855, And under every factor T —Under every propristor and factor,
let them be as kind and good and liberal as they may, there will be some
dissatisfied spirits.

26836. What are the arrears upon the property in your district at
present —The rents of this district were never better paid than they were
last year. The arrears at this moment are a mere bagateile. I don’t
think they are much over £100. But we are very particular about the
payment of the rents, not for the valne of the rents, but for the benmetit
of the people themaelves, because we consider that it is a very great
stimnlus to exertion on the part of the temant, that he knows he must
pay his rent at the proper time—it makes him industrious and strive to
earn it.

26857, Are you aware that it is sometimes necessary for the tenaut to
go to his neighbours and borrow meney to pay the rent 7—I have not the
least doubt but a number do that,

26858. But still you stand to it that it is a good principle +—1 think
g0,
26859, Crop or no crop, the rent must be paid 1—The fact is the erop
bere is a very small affair compared with the stock.

26860, Then stock or no stock, they must pay the rent +—There are
cases of people without stock.

26861, You stated there was a large sum laid out upon roads—
£29,000,—and another sum on bridle paths. Is i or is it not the fact
that for these roads the tenants and crofters in the county of Satherland
have always been paying a tax +—They never pald s farthing for the
making of these roads, but they pay for kecping them up.

26862, Was there any such thing in old times a5 statute labour ; was
not the time of the people exacted for making roads +—7Yes.

26863, Which was afterwards commuted into a cash payment +—VYes.

26864, How then is it that you take the whole ercdit for the roads
when you find the people are taxed for them aud have paid for them ?—
The county of Sutherland has a special Road Act for itself, in which Road
Act there was a clause to the effect that no new roads wére to be made.
The consequence was that all new reads made were made at the expense
of the landlord. The landlord paid themgwholly out of his own pocket
and maintained them a great many years. But we came to have a
general Road Act which passed a few years ago, and a number of these
roads were added to the county roads, and are now under the management
of the Road Trustees.

26863, Were there any roads made in Sutherland by the old Commis-
siopers of Highland Ioads and Bridges +—There were, from Bonar Bridge
to Tongue, and from Bonar Bridge to the boundary of Caithness.

26366. But the estate had charge of all the rest =—The Road Trustees.

26867. I am speaking of the time before the Road Trustees were in
existence, The estate had the whole management T suppose they had,
but that was before my day. When I came here there were Road Trustees,

968G8. At the time the tenants were paying this assessment of a few
shillines [n place of statute labour money, o whom did it go+—To the
Road Trusteas.
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26869. And who were the trustees —Every farmer paying over a
certain sum was a trustee, and every heritor was a trustee.

26370. Had the crofters any voice I—XNo,

26871. You said—perbaps it was not intended, but it gave me the
impression—when speaking of the expenditure under the Education Act,
that ‘all this heavy assessment was practically for the benefit of the
crofting population ?’'—These new schools principally, but not whol*-

26872, Is not that the same all over Scotland +—It is the law.

26873. Then why did you single out the crofters as being more
especially favourad +—DBecause it was the crofting population that created
the necessity for the outlay. '

26874. Are you quite sure of tlat, because we have found in our
investigation, clergymen and others say the Act is one which never should
have passed for country parishes m—Well [ think education has deterioraied
since the departure from the old parochial system.

24875, Do you sympathise to some extent with what Mr Tinlayson
stated about education +—1It is a new subject to me,

26876. But if there was a young lad now-a-days who had some talent,
he really would be practically shut off from getting any secondary educa-
tion *—He would, and that is the fault of the law, because formerly every
parish schoolmaster was obliged to submit to examination, in order to
ascertain if he was able to teach Greek, Latin and Mathematics, and all
subjects suited to enable him to go iuto the profession; at pres:nt many
of the teachers have no Latin or Greek, or any of the classics, The
whole or & very large portion of the county of Sutherland hers, is under
sheep farms and has & very small population, and the population, such as
it is, is very much dotted on the sea-coast.

96877. What was the intention——what was the ohject—of those who
removed the people from Strathnaver to the sea coast?—That is going
back to a time before you or I was born, and it is a subject upon which I
bave no knowledge whatever. There has been no such removal in my
time.

26878, You don’t perhaps eare about expressing any opinion in answer
to my question t—I think if the people were living in a bad climate and
poor circumstances, where they could not support themselves, it was not
such a cruel thing to remove them to where they could live better.

26879. Have you not heard it stated as an apology that the people in
these glens were not very well off, and that if sent down to the sea-coast
they would devote themselves to fishing and make a more certain livelibood
than they did when living in their native glens?—I have heard that
stated.

26880. That being the case, what facilities were given them by those
who committed those acts in the way of making harbours and quays
where the fishing could be satisfactorily carried on by the people—in any
place, beginning at Caithness yntil you come round to Foss--There
was a great complaint made that there was no pier at Rispond, but
there is a pier at Rispond for which the Duke of Sutherland paid a
great deal of money.

26881. If it were alleged as the reason of removing the people, that
they might become fishermen, what facilities were given to the fisher-
:incn to go to sea’—I cannot answer that question; it was before my

&Y.

26882, Are there any facilities %--There are very fine natural harbours,

26883, Will people from the Fast Coast—DBanffshire men and others—
come to your natural harbours with their decked boatst—There was a
number of fishermen from that eounty fishing from Loch Laxford this year.
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26884. Can you mention any more 7—1T suppose here at Loch Inchard
there i3 & very gnod harbour. Just insida where the steamer is anchored
they come, and they can get to sea very easily from there. There are a
great many places they come from. But I grant you this, that there is a
great want of piers, and I think that is very much more felt since steam
communication become so common, because steamers must have piers to
go to at all times of the tide. They cannot remain till the tide will rise ;
they must go away ; snd there is an absence of piers along the coast of
this district, which I have myself represented to the Duke of Sutherland,

26885, You have seen the necessity for it %I consider there is a
necessity, and I think if there were those piers there would be much
more likelihood of curers and fishing coming to the place.

26886. In thiz very locality they complain of the heavy ecarriage —
Their communication is almost wholly by sea with Thurso.

26887, We have seen the great reclamations the Duke of Sutherland
has been carrying on in some parts of the country. YWhat is the general
size of farms that have been constituted out of these reclaimed grounds,
about Lairg, we shall say +—They are very large farms. That iz not in
my district ; but they are large farms, There have been a few crofters
placed on that ground also, as well as farmers.

26888. Is there any intention, are you aware, or if not is there any
reason why sotnething of that kind should not be attempted, seeing that
the people wish to get their crofts enlarged 3—Well, it is a very adverse
climate. It has been fouund that the climate about Lairg is very unsuit-
able for arable farming,

26889. But in other parts of the country 7—1I can ouly speak for my
own district, and I don’t consider there is any soil or climate in my district
to which crofters could go and where I conld say they could farm with
advantage, .

26890. But I am told you are 2 good farmer yourself +—1I don't profess
to be so.

26%91. But you have a fine farm +—I have a very small farm.

26892, You have very fine stock 11 cannot say they are, for they sell
very cheap,

26893, Is it not the fact that in your own district here, although in a
minor degree compared with other parts, there is a good deal of land now
under sheep farms which once was turned over by the plough and is now
lying idle %—T don't think there is any which has ever been turned over
with the plough. It may have been with the cascherom and spade.

26894, But there is a great deal of that land lying waste +—No, I don’t
think there is 500 acres in the three pavishes which you covld say had
been so cultivated,

26895, Is there land that could be tzken in ¥—XNo; T don’t think there
is. The Duke of Sutherland came round this district to search for land,
and he went away with the impression that there was no such thing to be
had. And then the expense of taking in any land in a rocky, stony
country of this sort is such that it will never pay either the landlord er
the tenant.

26896. What are you going to do with the people in these bad times?
—1I would recommend & number of people to do what I have practised
myself. I am the father of seven sons, and not one of these seven sons has
remained with me. They went to India and Australia and Cuape of Good
Hope and to England ; they went to fight their battle in the world, and T
would recommend very strongly to the crofters of this county that their
families should go and do the same.

26897, But you would have liked to keep oue son at home +—I would,
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but I hud po way for him. I could not afford to keep him at
hume,

26898. A crofter only wants to keep one son at home +—1I wish that
were the case.

26899. They have told us so—that if they could get a big croft they
would be willing, when the lot should be settled, that only one son should
be left #—If you give a new farm say to twenty crofters this year, in
twenty years you will have forty families on it.

26900. Nutwithstanding the rule —Let you lay down all the rules and
Jaws you can. It has been the most trying subject with the management
of this district ; and T am sure it is the same on evory other large estate
upon the west coast.

26901. The population of Sutherland, you have said is decreasing.
Haw low will it be necessary for the population teo come before those who -
remain in Sutherland will be all comfortable +—1I can only speak as to this
distriet.

26902, Yon have between 5000 and 6000 of a population +—Yes.

26903, 5293 +—VYes.

2690+. How small must the population be before they will bs comfort-
able +—1I think for their own good and the good of those who remain one-
half should go away.

26905, What will you do with the big sheep farmers I—They are going
away in spite of us. We cannot get the farms let. We will have all the
sheep farms in the country on our own hands in a short time. I may tell
you that the Duke advertised two farms this year, and there never was
a single candidate for either.

264906. Do you think that is what was expeeted by those who con-
stituted the big sheep farms originally +—No, I don’t think it is; it was a
profitable business for a wumber of years; a number of people made
fortunes on them ; but is is very much the reverse now,

26907, What benefit is a big sheep farmer to the country compared, we
shall say, with fifty small people in comfortable circumstances +—The
benefit to the eountry is that it is always desirable for the landlord and
the country that the tenantry should be thriving and prosperous. There
is nothing more trying than a poor tenantry to the proprietor.

26908, But you doo’t find your small tevantry poor. They pay their
rent ; what more do you wanti—I want no more if they will conduct
themselves according to the rules of the estate. I have every sympathy
and every kind feeling towards them. T have been brought up amongst
the same class all my life and anything I recommend I recommend for
their good.

26309, When the large sheep farmer who has come from the south
goes away at the end of a nineteen years’ lease, what does he leave behind
him in the way of improvement in the eountry unless a few sheep drains?
—Perhaps his farm was not adapted for apything else. There are sheep
farms in this district that you could not make ten acres of arable ground
out of.

26910, Is a big sheep farmer an improver of land I—He drzins hig land,

26911. And leaves all the arable land out of cultivation -—Lf there is
arable land upon it ; but it is a very scarce article I am sorry to say.

26912, He has no object in keeping kis houses in particular order $—
OR, yes, for his own good ; and when he is bound by his lease he wishes
to perform the conditions of it.

26913. Are the large farmers as a rule net very exacting upon the
landlord for everything they want in the way of buildings and fences and
other things ¥—I think every tenant is exacting, if you come to that.
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26914, We have seen with qur own eyes enormous houses, almost like
palaces, oecupied by sheep farmers 7—A tenant who pays £1200 or £1400
a year must have a good house. We charge a fixed rent and lay on a
certain sum aud charge no interest. We put everything into good order
8% the beginping of the lease and we fix the same which should be laid cut,
and the tenant is bound during his lease to keep the houses, dykes, and
everything in good order, and so to leave them at the end of the lease.

26915, While the Louses of the cottars and crofters seem to be getting
worse and worse, am I correct in saying that on large sheep farms you
will see a very respectable dwelling house and near it a very much larger
oue indeed, the sheep tenant not having been satisfied, and having wanted
a bigger house +—1I don’t know any case of that kind in this district. I
cen give you particulars of the improvements in Assynt, but I think it
would be mare proper to give them there, rather than here,

26916, Sir Kenneth Mackenzie—Is it the case that the crofters’ houses
are getting worse and worse $—I don’t think that, because we ave in the
habit of giving away slates and lime to the tenants and re-building their
houses if they are geing to build. No doubt the crofters have to lay out
8 good deal of money in building the houses, It isa serious matter for &
crofter to build & hoase.

26917, But are they getting worse and worse ?——I don’t think so; that
is not my opinion.

26918, A delegate stated to-day that the rules which give enconrage-
ment and assistance differed from thoge in the Tongue management.
Is that so?—1I don’t know what they are in Tongue, If a tenunt is
going to build a new house he gets wood and glass and slate on credit,
payzble in three instalments at the end of three years; and a very large
sum has been expended in the parish on slates and given to the people,
and a very great part has not been paid.”

26919. Does he get wood for floring 7-—No ; but he gets couples fopr
the roof and wood for the windows and doors ; that is all.

26420, Was it the Jate Mr Loch who laid down the rules under which
you give assistance +—Yes, Mr George Loch.

26921. And have you continned his system +—Yes, there have been very
few houses built in Durness, and there has not been so much given there
as in other parishes; but there have been one or two good houses built in
Durness, and the pecple have been assisted in the way I have described.

26922, You stated that you thought crofters should not be fishermen
and that the fishermen should not be crofters; but have the crofters
sufficient land to be able to make a jiving from the land alone at
present 7—The crofts are perhaps too small as a rule, but where the croft
has anything like 4 or b acres, and a man pays close attention to it, he
can do.

26923. But if the crofts are, as a rule, too small in the meantlme the
people must devote themselves to fishing 7—1I suppose it is a necessity of
their situstion.

26924, And you don't see any means of enlarging the crofts except
by reducing the population —What I should do would be %o enlarge the
erofts by adding vacant ones to others; but it rarely happens that we can
do that,

26925. Have you found that the people have got their full summing
on the place I—Some have and some have too much,

26926, Have they on an average got the full summing --Very nearly,
but not quite.

26927, Have they more or less stock than they used to bave !—I think
not more,
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26923, Do you think it is rather decreasing +—1 think so.

26929, That is not 2 sign of increasing prosperity +—They are limited’
to & certain number, according to the rents, and they can only keep that
number, however prosperous they are.

26930, But you saoy they have hardly their full summing, and they
used to have rather more +—1T think they bad a few years ago. :

26931. Did they sell a great number last year owing to the high price §
—Yes, a great many cattle were sold last year owing to the good prices
in the latter end, and even now that is going on. There are high prices
going just now for cattle.

26932, Mr Cumeron.—1 don’t think you said anything about the
doctor ! —Well, there is ouly the one doctur for the two parishes of Ed-
drachillis and Durness, The house built for him was at Badcall, and it
is the fact that it is not in a central position. It was proposed that he
should be brought to a central position at the head of Loch Tnchard, but
when we came to consider what it would cost, it was found that it would
take £1000, and the Duke declined to be at that outlay.

26933, What salary does the doctor get m—£55 from each of the parishes,
and the Duke of Sutherland gives £40 and a free house; and he has his
chance of practice besides.

26934. You don't see your way to establishing the doctor within a
reasonable distance -1 would like extremely that such an arrangement
conld be carvied out, but it is want of means that is the difficulty.

26935. Reference has been made to a direct representation of the
erofter class being on the School Board. Is it not your experience that,
in & wide parish like this, where thfre are so many schools, and where the
School Board only consists of five members, a direct representative from
the class of crofters might be difficult to find &—Yes, but & man of suffi-
cient education and intelligence would be difficult to find.

26936. Do you think the crofters would be likely to agree upon one
man of their own class +—I think it would be very unlikely for them to
agree.

26937. Would not it be the ease that & erofter in one district might
perhaps act more in favour of his own district and aguinst the other
districts 3-—There would be very apt to be such a feeling.

26938, Don’t you think they are telerably well satisfied when they are
represented on the School Board by the minister of their churchj—I
think as a rule in this district the people have every cause to have con-
fidence in the School Boards as they exist, .

26939, But if they get in the School Hoard the minister in whom they

_have coofidence, they consider that that is perhaps better than a repre-

seotative from their own elass +—1 should think so, their own clergyman ;
and I have always been most anxious that there should be one of their
own clergy upon every board.

26840. There was a remark made by the first witness to-day to the
effect that the crofters never got a favourable answer to any application
they made to you ¥—I deny the truth of that. It was the Duke of Suther-
land they referred to, but I deny the truth of the statement.

26941, The Rev. Mr Ross mentioned that when the question of the
doctor came up at the Parochial Board meeting, the large tenants who
happened to be members of the beard did not support him, or voted against
him, berause they were afraid of losing their farms +—1 think it is 2 most
unfounded assertion, I think it was a very unfair statement.

25942, Ton't you think it unlikely that the larme farmers would do
that 71 think that was a very unworthy remark.— Rev. 3r Ross. That
is an infercnce made from a statement of mine, It is in my written
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statement what I mentioned about the doctor. I made a motion, the
terms of which I forget, and T mentioned in my evidence in answer tv
questions, that Ceneral Scobie always supported me, and that Mr Clark
always supported me, but that when I made the motion it was not
ssconded. It was a statement of my own, easily explained, that the
farmers were near the time of renewing their leases, and the inference
which has been stated from my examination I don’t concur in,

26943, I find, on referring to the shorthand writer’s notes, that you
were asked—* They ean, if they choose, insist on having a doctor in the
¢ parish 1’ and you answered-—*I often said so, but it happened that it
¢ would be of no avail. At every change of doctor I fought for it, and
* ouce I made a motion, but it was not seconded. It was very near the
* renewal of the leases, and the Jarge farmers quite naturally avowed they
¢ did not like to oppose the anthorities at the time of the renewal of their
*leases’ I withdraw that, if T sald it; it Is a mistake. I regret very
much that T had not my written statement, for my memory and my facul-
ties are failing. There is no doctor for the parish nearer than a remote
corner of Eddrachillis, 30 miles off, and the parish of Durness pays one-
balf of his salary for the benefit of Eddrachillis, as we get very little
benefit. That is all the statement I made in the paper, and what I
intended to say In my evidence.—J3fr AJuer. Might I be allowed to
make a little explanation about the doctor’s house. There was ouly one
doctor for the three parishes, Assynt, Eddrachillis, and Durness, and the
house was built in the most central place for these parishes. It was found
the doctor had often to cross the sea, and had great diff culty in getting to
Assynt. It was then determined to have two doctors in place of one, and
a kouse was built for the Assynt doctor at Lochinver, and the doctor for
Eddrachillis and Durness remained in the old house. That is why the
house came to be placed in such an out-of-the-way situation for the parishes.
—Rep. AMfr Ross, With reference to what has been said about roads and
the people paying no pari of pew reads, I wish to state that in the year
1831 all the crofters from Kyle, Stru, and Scourie to the parishes of Dur-
ness and Tongue had 5 per cent. put upon their rent for what the factor
called town bye-roads. Then they paid onsfourth per cent. for district
roads ; and for other roads 4s. per cent.  The factor told them, when these
town byercads were made, this would be taken off their crofts and in
place of that it was put into the rental, and the Duke of Butherland gets
that, or the factor, I don’t know which. But youmay say that the people
are robbed out of that money or defrauded, because that was the very
way it was done. Another factor put no taxes on for roads at all but
made everything rent. The people were blinded ont of their rights and
all the rates have been put into the rents. They are paying the percent-
age still.  The people also complain of being hampered in congection with
the fishing industry. There was a circular sent out by the factor this
summer that the poor fishermen could not fish when it was close time.

26944. The Chairman.—You had your own examination, which, was of
considerable length, and you had a fair share of our time, and I don’t think
that [ can take your ezamination over again.
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LOCHINVER, SUTHERLAND, FRIDAY, JULY 27, 1883
i Present -—

Lord Napmr axD Ertric, K.T., Chairman.
Sir KexxeTH 8. Macsexzik, Bart.

Doxawn Camerow, Esq. of Lochiel, M.P.

C. Fraser-MackinTosH, Egq., M.P.

Sheriff Nicousox, LL.D.

Professor Macrinwor, M. A,

Rev. Nommax NicoLsoN Mackay (45)—examined

26945, The Chairman.—Have you been elected a delegate by the
people here 7—1I have,

26946. Was there a large meeting of the peopiet—At some of the
meetings. I was not present at any of the mectings except one ; which
was not large. 1 should say fifteen were present, but the people were
away from home to a large extent.

26947. Did thess people represent this locality or come from a larger
area 1—They represented the locality in which they lived,

26948, Have you got a statement which you would like to read +—Yes ;
I was alse appointed a delegate in other districts, without my being
present.

26949, How far does the area of your charge extend %I have a ckurch
24 miles from the one beside my house here.

26950, 24 miles from this +—Yes.

26951, You arc minister of a distriet 24 miles across, hew long in the
other direction +—7 or 8 miles broad.

26952, Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—Is it a part of Assynt I—It is Assynt
proper.

2%953. Is there another Free Church minister in the parish $+—Yes, at
Stoer. '

26954, And you two represent the Free Chuoreh in Assyntt—In the
civil parish of Assynt.

26955. T%e Chairman.—Will you msake your statement V—° Nofes of
¢ grievances of the crofters of Adssynt, and of proposed remedies.
¢ Grievances. (1) The crofters of this parish were, many years ago, swept
¢ with a clean sweep from an area of about 80,000 acres, and crowded on
* 3 narrow border of rocky land along the sea-shore, among crofters already
¢ oceupying that part. Excepting the bleak mountain tops, this border is
* the worst land in the pavish. (2) But iet me at once come to the present
¢ condition of the people. There are now in Assynt about 360 crofters.
¢ There are also abous 200 cottars having no land ; and there are nearly
¢ 100 paupers resident in the parish. The 200 cottars are a burden on
¢ the crofters, who out of kindness give them generally potato ground, a
¢ cows' grass, peat moss, dc., rather than sce them want. This is a heavy
‘tax. The paupers are also a great burden on the crofters, secing that
¢ the general allowance for the poor from the rates is ls. or s 6d. a
* week. This of course will not support them, and the rest of their
* support remains to be supplied in kind by the crofters. The poor

rates is upwards of 25 in the pound, and it would be a serious matter
‘to incresse it. Tndeed, justice requires that Government should at an
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¢ early date give some attention to the uncommonly high rates in some
‘ Highland parishes. The school rate is 8d. in the pound (we have not
¢ the benefit of the favonred clauses); and all the rates together exceed
¢ 3s. in the pound. (3) Thers is no compensation for improvements, «.g.,
¢ the Duke may take possession of any of the crofters’ houses at any time
¢ without compensation, because these houses are claimed as the property
¢ of his Graca whether he gave assistance to build them or not. Again,
“if a erofter has a lot or croft which be can improve, and that he does so,
‘it is alleged that it is wsual to raise that man's rent soon; and it is
‘ eertain that if & crofter gets money for improving his lot, the interest of
‘ that money continues to be charged in all time coming. The large
¢ farmers have got great reductions of rent in Sutherland within the last
¢ few years, but there has been no reduction to erofters. Some of them,
¢ who were In great distress this year, applied to the Duke for a reduction,
¢ but it was not granted. (4) The crofts are so small, and so exhausted
¢ by constant tillage, that they are quite inadequate to produce foud for a
* year for a family ; and in most cases 1t is impossible to find any land
¢ among the rocks to add to them. The average crop which ean be raised
¢ by the crofters of Assynt will support their families only for from three
¢ to four months, These crofts will keep the families at constant work
¢ only for three or four months., The average rent of an Assynt crofter is
‘a little over £3. It will thus be seen that the present crofts would
‘ require to be increased fourfold so as to supply sufficient food to the
‘ famiiies, and to engage the energies of the people for the whole year.
¢ Were this done the rent would be £12 on an average, calculating from
¢ the present rent as a basis  And on such a croft a man would be able
*to keep four or five good cows, one good horse, and twenty-five good
“sheep. I say good, becanse their present stock is very inferior, being
¢ equal in value to one-fourth of the same number of good stock. (5} There
¢ iz plenty of land in Assynt for this addition. The rents of some townships
¢ have been excessively reised, e.g., Achmelvich paid, in the time of the
¢ father of one of the present crofters, £18, and it now pays £84, and
‘ there has been no addition of land. They feel greatly burdened by
* what they call the death premium or rate. This is au addition of about
¢ 10s. to the rent whenever a crofter dies and is succeeded by his som.
¢ This increase is charged yearly in all time coming. The man who enters
¢ into possession of a croft has also to pay the arrears of the former
¢ occupant. (I could not get suffieient evidence of this, and I thought at
¢ firat [ should strike it out ; but it was mentioned by several people, and
¢ I afterwards thought it better they should speak to that themselves.)
¢ (6) The old people remember when they had a fall right to all the fish
‘in the sea and the lochs and rivers around them. Now they dare not
‘ get lines or herring nets near wlere salmon nets are set. And their
* liberty to walk among the hills is now circnmscribed. They fecl it a
¢ grievance to have their former rights thus constantly diminished. The
' young people are becoming more intelligent, and their indignation at
¢ the wrongs done to their fathers and grandfathers, which still remain
¢ unredressed, and the fruits of which they are now compelled to reap, is
¢ fast increasing. (7) The crofters of the township of Clashmore were
¢ gvicted about twelve years ago, and there was an attempt to evict the
fcrofters of Elphine and Knocken more then twenty years ago, but the
¢ attempt was unsoccessful
26956. “More than twenty years ago’; does that mean about
twenty +—It means between twepty and thirty years ago. ‘(8) The
¢ crofters cannot get any of the large farms although they are loudly
¢ geeking land, pressingly in need of it, and twice petiticned the Duke to
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¢ give them o large farm when the lease of it was out, and its tenant
¢ removing.  (9) May I be permitted to reverse two of the things in the
¢ gbove statement, 50 as to show how they would look from the landlord's
¢ point of view. There i3, as has been seen, an increase of 10s when a
¢ crofter dies, but suppose this reversed, and that it was a decrease of 10s,
¢ for each crofter when a proprietor died. How soon would the pro-
¢ prictors cry out they would be ruined, and with good cause. Taks
"aoother case. The proprietors, with the assistance of the law
¢ officers, have thrown down hundreds of the crofters’ houses, snd
¢ left them homeless on the hill side; but suppose the crofters, with
¢ the aid of the law officials threw down the houses of the proprietors, what
¢a cry would the whole land raise over this cruelty and wickedness. (10)
* The Duke encourages and assists the building of new honses ; notwith-
¢ standing this there are too many houses in the parish still in which
¢ the people are under the same roof with their cattle, and enter by the
¢ same door, (11) It is a great evil that there is not a rising scale of
¢ crofts at £10 and upwards. And perhaps a greater evil is that there is
¢ only one class of inhabitants, a middle and higher class being almost
¢ entirely wanting, Proprietors or their commissioners, and large farmers
¢ ought to be resident among the erofters for half the year at least. (12)
¢ This would greatly tend to prevent another hard grievance, viz., the
¢ despotic naturs of the wmanagement of most of the Highland estates,
* The despotism may be often paternal, still it isa despotism. Oune man's
¢ will (the factor’s) rules whole parishes in all their concerns without limit
¢ or check. T blame not the men, but the system and the circumstaunces.
¢ Factors find themselves placed in remote districts with enormous and
¢ almost absolute power over nearly every person there, and the more they
¢ exercise this power, the more the love of power inereases, and impatience
¢ of all opposition increases; these men in these circumstances would be
*more than human if they did not sometimes commit excesses in the
¢ exercise of this power, and do things which it would be painful to bring
¢ to light, and which they can hardly see in their true colour unless set
* before the eyes of the public. There ought to be s check upon the
“ management of crofters in the interest of proprietors, factors, and erofters
¢ alike. The best check would be one by Government such as the Board
¢ of Supervision is upon Parochial Doards, or something not very different.
¢ —Remedies. (1) A business man, a lawyer, is needed for the Highland
¢ erofters, to be at first appointed and paid by Government to take their
? sida (the crofters’) in all arraogements and disputes with the representa-
‘ tives of the proprietors, for the factors are always sharp business men,
* who regard 1t as their duty to do their very best for their masters, and
¢ who thus make every arrangement as far as possible in the interest of
* the proprietors, and generally against the interest of the crofters.
¢ Examples can be multiplied, such as settling cottars on the outrun of
¢ erofters, making them pay rent to the proprietor, and not reducing, but
‘increasing the rent payable by the township thus injured. (2) The
‘ great need is more land, Tf the people are to be raised a large
¢ farm suitable for crofters would need to be looked out, and divided into
¢ lots, at rents of £10 and upwards, and offered to the crofters and cottars.
¢ The Government ought to come forward with a large and liberal measure,
¢ to co-operate with proprietors in once more getting the crofters and
‘ cottars settled in a fair measure of contentment and comfort. This
* would pay much better than wars with wild tribes. Let the erofters

and cottars be settled on the land of their forefathers, and they will
¢ form a very effectual and cheap fortification of the coast; and supply
* splendid recruiting material for army and navy. At present there is only
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¢ oue Sutherlandshire man in the 92nd.  But if o satisfactory settlement
‘ does not take place serious complications may arise which will require
‘ much money to put themright. (3) The next great need is work, And
‘ no work is 50 close at hand, and so much needed as the improvement of
‘the large farma which are becoming fast deteriorated by brackens,
! heather, and rank grasses ; these can be be subdued or removed ouly by
‘ trenching. Draining is also necessary. Government and proprietors
* could eo-operate in this matter also, and both would be Lenefited as well
‘as the poor people. At present the people have to go far in search of
‘ work, and spend most of their earnings often iun journeying te and from
‘the works, and in wandering in search of work. Frequently their
¢ poverty is so great that many connot leave home in gearch of work for
‘want of money to keep them alive till they can get employment.
¢ Another work wuch needed is the constructing of quays at Lochinver and
* Oldney for fish conring. Those who have the larger lots are the most
‘aetive workers as well as the most comfortable. And those who have
‘ plenty to do at home are very diligent. I wish the Commizsioners saw
‘“the number who leave this parish in a year with their bags on their
“backs in search of work aud the number of girls who go scuth to
“gervice. (4) Another thing much needed is such a change of the Jlaw as
“ would make evictions impossible as long as a erofter paid his rent, and
‘aleng with this compensation for improvements would require to be
‘secured. These things if granted would restore the courage, and
‘ confidence and activity of the people, and set an object before them
¢ which would inspire them with habits of diligence and thrift. Nomraaw
¢ Nicotsow Macray, Free Church Mindster of Assynt.’

26957. By whom was this paper drawn up +—By myself.

26958. Was it read in public to the persons whom you represent, or
bas it been communicated to them in any form +—Yes, it was com-
mueicated to them. I forgot to fake the scroll of paper with me, but I
repeated it verbaily to the people and they approved of it.

26959, So that it substantially represents their opinions +—TYes,

26960, And 1 need not say that it represents your opinions exactly $—
Exactly.

269(337 1. The first and principal complaint is the smalluess of the holdings
—the necessity for extension +—Yes.

26962. Do you think that the small holdings in which the people are
now confined can be extended by additions to their present holdings, or
would families have to be removed out of their present holdings into other
regions —They would have to migrate to other regions, The population
would require to be thinned very largely-—three-fourths removed out of
the present township and placed elsewhere.

26963. Could the present township, in any cases, be enlarged by the
addition of land on their own borders 7—1T don't know any in this parish
except one district, two townships, where that idea could be carried out
—Elphin and Culkin. I may cerrect that statement perhaps ;—it would
also suit in Unapool, but not without removing the houses.

26964. In the case then of small tenants being transported from the
present townships into new places and new townships formed, I under-
stand you to say they would not be able to build their own houses or
make their own improvements, in the first instance™—Very few of them.
The more comfortable of them who have holdings rented at £7 and £8
would be able, perhaps, to build houses, but there are not many of them.

269G5. Then your proposal is that the landlord should undertake the
duty, assisted perhaps in one form or another by Government §---That is
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26966, You stated that the people lived in a position of dependency
upon the will of the landlord, and that one might be turned out at any
moment without any compensation whatever +—I said so.

26967, Practically, have there been cases of arbitrary eviction within
your recent knowledge +—Not since I came into the parish; I have only
been in the parish for nine years.

26963, You spoke of the increase of rent imposed on the death of the
holder, do you understand that the estate management intend that
increase to be progressive, or does it only apply in the case of a death of
the present holder—1I mean, in the case of the death of the second holder,
would it apply again 7—Yes, to the second and third and foarth; T don't
think it has been continued steadily on, but there is a report (whether it
is true or not) that the proprietor intends to change that.

26969, So that, in the cass of a rapid succession of deaths, there
would be a rapid successivn of increases, without any reference to the
increased value of the holding —Yes.

26970. Did you ever hear it stated that this rule, of increase at the
death of the holder, was in consequence of a new valuation put upon the
holdings, and that it would terminate as soon ag that increased valua-
tion was arrived at?—The rate of which we are speaking was
charged before there was a valuation of that kind. The valuation
took place as soon as I came %o this parish about four or five years ago.
I am not quite certain of the number of years, but I should say it was
five or six years ago. This rate was charged for a long time previous to
that.

26971. Is it understood by the small tenauots generally to be an
unlimited and progressive rate of increase associated with death %—That
is s0.

26972. You stated that it was customary on the estate for the arrears
of the previous occupant, in case of removal or extension, to be paid by
the incoming temant 7—I have been told so, but that, as I have said
already, is a point, which T could not get established to my own satisfaction,

26973. May it not possibly be a payment for certain improvements
left by the previous tenant—the value of the house or offices or something
of that kind +—They insist that it is so.

26974, That the arrears of rent of the previous occupant are charged
to the incoming tenant +—Yes

26975. Does the incoming tenant besides that pay the ontgoing tenant of
the landlord anything for the houses or improvements left by the previous
occupant +—Nothing, as I understand. It might be in that form perhaps,
and possibly the representatives of his grace will explain it in that way.
Perhaps that is their reason for charging the arrears, but 1 don’t kunow.

26976. The arrears of rent belonging to the holding are paid by the
incoming tenant ; are they paid down or spread over a succession of years
in the form of inereased rent +—I think they are paid very soon or at the
time.

36977. In describing the hardships which were attached to evictions,
and the removal of the population and of their houses, you stated it
would be considered very hard indeed, and would create a great sensation,
if the poor tenants or occupiers were to pull down the houses of the
proprietors and evict them ; and that, you say, would ereate a greater
sensation than the corresponding hardship of the proprictors pulling down
the houses of the temants. Don’t you think there is some distinction
between altering the condition of your own property and of altering the
condition of the property of others +—Yes, there is a very considerable
difference ; but, at the same time, there is not sich a difference that the
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law should come forward and allow the proprietor to do this to scores or
huvdreds of families at the same time. This may be said upon the other
side, that the proprietor would be much more able to settle himself down
in much the same comfort elsewhere, than these poor people could com:-
mand. They might starve or die before they were settled somewhere else.

26978. 1 dou’t wish to deny the hardships which might be imposed
upon the people, but it occurred to me that it was rather a dangerous
thing in & public document, to set one case exactly opposite the other,
without making the distinction of doing what you like with your own,
however harshly, and deing what you like with the property of others?—
I am quite ready to allow that. At the same time I think I am bound,
in duing anything, to look from the tenant’s point of view in what I am
going to do—to ook from the point of view of the other side, and to look
at the crofter’s puint of view as much as possible.

26979. You have alluded to the number of people who leave this
county to seek for work elsewhere. I should like to know whether it is
in any cases the head of the family who leaves and goes away for work,
a8 well as the younger members. Are there cases in which a married man
is obliged to leave his home and seek for work t-—Plenty, most of the
people leave in that way.

26980, Most of the heads of families —Yes. )
26981, Go away for agricultural work elsewhere ™—Yes, as labourers.
Do you think that this long separation of the head of a family from his

wife and children is felt as o great hardship +—T% is.

26982. Do you think it is ever accompanied by any bad moral result {
—Our people are very moral. This county stands, I think, about the
highest in Scotland in that respect.

26983, Did you ever know of a case of a man availing himself of this
long separation to desert bis family +—Never a case of a native. I have
known one casg, but the man was not a native of the parish.

26984, In fact the people uniformly return {aithfully to their families
and bring their earnings with them +—Yes, this man I refer to went
abroad and never returned, and never communicated with his wife and
family.

26%85. And do the younger people who go out in many cases assist
their parents with their earnings 7—They almost always do. 1have known
one or two exceptions, and I have gone to speak to one person myself
who was at service in Edinburgh, about assisting his father. I think he
did not do much for his father, but the cases are very few where children
don’t send home something to their parents.

26986. May it be said that the rent of the holdings is paid, and the
home of the family preserved by the co-operation of the whole family with
their earnings %—It may. .

26987, You mentioned two particular cases of recent eviction or
attempted eviction-—one at Cleashmore, from which the people were evicted
twelve years ago—can you relate the exact circumstances of that eviction ?
—There are delegates who can speak to it much better than I can.

26988. And the same with reference to the alleged attempted eviction
at Elphin 1—Just se.

26989, Can you give the names of the delegates 1-—William Mathison
for Clashmore; Hugh Mackay, Donald M‘Leod, or Murdoch Macdonald
from Elphin.

26990, Sir Kenneth Mackenzie.—Have you, of your own knowledge,
known of the successive raisings of rent on the same croft +—No, T never
inguired into these matfers except when the people spoke of them ; and
this brought these matters to my ears much more than they used to come.
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26991, Bat these cases of successive raising were cases related to you 1
—7Yes, and the delegates will speak to them.

26992, Is there any complaint of the amount of the rents—are they
said to be too high §—No, most of the townships don't complain of the
rents. They think the rents reasonable.

26993. Isitin the case of the heirs of the former occupant, orin a case
of actual change of tenancy, that the arrears of rent of the former oecupant
are carried on to the new wccupant +—Every case.

26994 Have there been many cases of actual change of tenure +—Not
very many. There may be one in two years, or one in a year. Mr
M¢Iver will be able to state that precisely.

26995, You cannot detail the circumstances of any of these cases?—
No, I don’t know when new tenants are taken in, I have known cases, but
I don't know how many. Deon't let me be misunderstood, I don’t mean
that they are taken from other parishes or districts ; I mean people who
are not heirs of the people whko died, who get the [and.

26996, What becomes of the heirs of the people who die ?—Perhaps
they remove ; they have removed out of the district. I knew a man last
year who removed from the district because he thought ke could better
his circamstances, and his land was given to another man.

26997, In that case did the second man pay the arrears—He did. I
have not made particular inquiry, but there are delegates who can apeak to
that precisely ; it was in Elphin.

26998, You stated, at the conelusion of your paper that people would
¢ be inspired to habits of diligence and thrift if they had more land.” Do
you think, in consequence of the smallness of their holdings, there is now
any want of Qiligence in their habits #—I think circumstances have made
the people very much what they are; but I wonder they are so active and
diligent under the circumstances. They can work their land in three
months of the year; all the work that is required to be doce about it, and
untess they go away to work somewhere else they are for nine months in
the year without very much to do. T don’t mean that they are idle for
that time ; but T mean they are careless, sappesing the work would not be
accomplished in the time it could be. They know there is plenty of time
to do 1t, and that, perhaps, they will not get much to do.

26999. In practice do they not absent themselves for five or six months
from the country ?-—It deperds on the success of the fishing. If the fish-
ing is bad they will be away secking work a long time

27000, How long does the fishing last 1—7T should think shout three
months,

27001, If the fishing is bad how much longer time.do they spend out-
side the country 1—Perbaps six months more,

27003, Nine months altogetber I—Some of them will stay away that
time..

27003. Do heads of families ever absent themselves for nine months $—
I believe so.

27004, If they make enough money at the fishing, then they are only
absent three months +—VYes, usually e short time if they get work; but
the difficulty is to get work.

27005. You think if there were work for them at home they would
work 7—T1 am certain of if, beeause I find that the men who have large
lands are very diligent men. Ihave spoken to one man, advising him not
to work so hard, because I thought he would kill bimself, and leave his
poor weak family without anybody to take care of them. This isa
man who has got a large lot, and who pays about £7 or £8 of rent
Apother man beside him got a bit of land to caltivate for himself and he
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is as diligent as any man anywhere. The men would work if they had
the work here,

27006. Are the bits of land they have, insufficient as they are, as
well drained and cultivated as they might be %—In some instaneces they
are not so well drained as they might be. But the people have not been
used at all to work the land in a proper way. They have not the quantity
of land, nor a place where they are iuspired to work it properly, and
where they could make a good lot of it if they tried.

27007. But do you think they could get more produce off the land than
they do if it were better drained and better cultivated 7—In some instances
they might ; but the most of them get all they can out of the Jand.

27008. I ask you that because you say that with more land they would
be inspired with habits of diligence and thrift, as if they did not possess
those habits at present +—I say they have these habits, where they have
land to give scope to their energies.

27009, What is the exact meaning you attach to the word *proprietor,’
throughout the paper T-—An owner of land.

27010. Lord Napier has asked you about the distinction you draw
between the rights of the proprietor to knock down tenants’ houses, and
the right of the tenant to knock down proprietors” houses. What do you
mean by ownership +—That the possessor has a right to the property, to
the goods or to the property.

27011. And has an occupier an equal right?—In the Highlands I
eonsider that the peasantry have a far greater right than elsewhore. In
the case of a chief or head of a clan, 1 think the head of that clen came
very likely into the position in which he finds himself through the assistance
of the crofters all round about him. He and they bave grown up upon the
land ; they have made him chief, and he has always felt that it was his
duty to protect them. I don’t say that either the chiefs or tenants have
now the same feeling; still, I may say this before the Commission that I
find the regard for clanship strong in the people here, and they are very
loath to give up the idea that their proprietor won't do everything possible
for them ; they would rather lay it upon any man in the world than upon
him. They are deeply attached to their proprietors.

27013. Mr Cameron.—]1 suppose you don't mean that people would
have the right to knock down the house of the chief, and not of any other
proprietor -—No, certainly not, but I should certainly say a greater right,
if they have any right at all—that is, if the chiefl wiskes to knock down
their houses.

27013. It appears there is a great number of cottars in this parish,
how did these people get there m—The origin of them is very much the
clearances of sixty or seventy years ago.

27014. Were there us many cottars in the parish at that time as there
are now —1 should think there were few cottars at all; the people had
the whole land of the parish.

27015. The cottars have come here subsequently +—The cottars have
been formed out of the people who were cleared away—the people who
were cleared away did not all get land—and the increase of population.
I might add that this parish is fast decreasing in population, because the
young people are not allowed to marry or settle in the parish. For the
last decade the decrease has been 225.

27016. But is not marrying and settling in the parish, the principal
cause of the superabundance of cottars, and the poverty consequent upon
that %I do not kuow indeed ; I think it a most extraordinary thing when
I luok at the register of marriages and compare Dornoch with this parish.
There are scarcely any marriages here at all in comparison with the parish
of Dornoch,
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27017. But I am speaking more about the cottars. As T understand
you, the cottars are a sourtce of poverty +—They are a source of poverty.

37018. Then, does not the existence of these coitats arise chiefly from
marriages and the szttlement of the members of another family in the
parish +—Sometimes it does.

27019, Then how can it be an evil to prevent these marriages and the
settlement of these members of the family%—The evil is this, that the
people get none of the land.  When a farm is vacant the people cannot
get 1t with the same readiness that a large farmer would get it. There is
never an advertisement for a large farm or any farm for small cottars or
crofters ; it is always for men of capital.

27020. But you recognise the existence of the cottars as am evil, and
admit that they prinecipally arise from intermarrying and the settling of
younger members of the family upon the croft with their families +—I do
not agree with that.

27021, You stated in relation to the taxation under the Education Act
that the county of Sutherland was omitted from the favoured clauses of
other counties in the Highlands +—Yes.

27022. You are aware that an attempt was made in Parliament a few
years ago, to get Sutherland ineluded, so far as it could be done +—Yes.

27023. But that was not successful i—No. T have spoken to one Mem-
ber of Parliament, at any rate, about the matter, who was interested in
Sutherlandshire, to see if it could not be brought forward again, and ha
told me the difficulty was that other counfies were anxious to get the
benefit, and that that wouald form a barrier.

27024, Do you see any reason why the county of Sutherland should not
be included in these favoured clauses, seeing they were intended for the
benefit of districts which were very sparse in population, and of which the
rental was compuaratively small -1 cannot conceive of any reason,

27025, The county of Sutherland is as Highland as Inverness, Ross, or
Argyle It is so. And the west part of it fully as poor as any part
of these counties,

27026. You are aware of no reasen why, so far as is practicable, sone-
thing might not be done to give Sutherland the benefit which these other
counties have from these clauses +—I am not aware, and I am hopeful it
may be done,

27027. You said there was plenty of land in Assynt suitable for erofters,
can you not mention the names of the farms t—At present the farm of
(Glencanesp, with an area of 50,000 acves. Part of that farm is suitable
only for a deer forest; it is all turned into a deer forest, but there are
two parts of the farm which, in my opinion, it would be a very great pity
to put under deer forest ; it is very suitable for crofters indeed.

27028, Of this farm you think two-thirds might be a deer forest and
one-third for erofters +—Yes, or half to the deer forest and half to the
crofters.

37029. There are other farms suitable for crofters —Yes, one was vacaut
two years ago, and the present occupant took it for three years, and in a
vear it will be vacant again—the farm of Aunehmore. The same remark
applies to that farm, There is a part of it, a large mountain, which would
be suitable for a deer forest.

27030. The same sort of property as Gleneanesp +—No, it could be
jOi?lEd to another farm of about the same size, and a forest could be
made.

27031. What proportion of Auchmore might be made forest, and what
given to the crofters, in your opinion -—I should think about two-thirds
to the crofters, and one-third uot so suitable,
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27032. Will you please tell us what the large farm was for which the
crofters asked, and were refused —Ardvar.

27033, What is the size of that farm ?—Tt pays a rental of over £400.

27034. You mention that you think, a remedy for one grievance of the
crofters would be that a lawyer should be appointed to transact their
business. I presume you have not thought that out. You are not pre-
pared to say in what way he should be employed or paid +—1I think the
difficulty is that, when the large farmer wishes to make an arrangement
with the proprietor, or has a grievance, he has resources to enable him to
cousult a lawyer, and he is sufficiently intelligent to know that he ought
to go to consult a lawyer. But when a crofter has an arrangement to
make or a grievance to state, it is not so, and he often thinks he has a
grievance when he has none, and that the proprietor is doing a very illegal
thing, when he is deing a legal and proper thing. If he had a lawyer,
the lawyer would tell him at once the proprietor is quite right, or the
factor is quite right.

27035. Has he not the same opportunity of employing the services of a
lawyer as any one else —No, he has not, because he has not the means
and has not the intelligence to enable him to go about it.

27036. Who should pay this lawyer +—-The Government at first ; and T
think, that in a few years, the people would find the benefit so great that they
would pay the lawyer themselves. It would pay them very well, if they
could ocly understand it, to do it now, and it would remove many a
grievance.

27037. What sort of township or village is Elphin Tt is a considerable
township at the side of the road to Ullapool.

27038. Is it not rather a well-to-do village +—1It is better, becanse they
resisted eviction.

27039. Are their holdings of larger size than the holdings of the other
crofters in the parish -—Yes.

27040. And have they plenty of hill pasture % They have much more ;
they have about two-thirds of what would do for them.
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27041. When this attempt at eviction was made, was it intended to add .

their township to a large farm %It was intended to form it into a large
farm for a gentleman in the neighbourhood.

27042. What form did their resistance take +—They all met together
and formed a sort of cordon around their township, and resolved several
days befurehand, that the sheriif’s officer should not enter the township
unazware to them, and they had men there by night as well as by day, and
when the sherif’s officer came, the women went out and grappled with
the man, and I think, threw him down, and took the summonses out of his
pocket, and they were burned in his presence, and then he was allowed to
go away home,

27043, Professor Mackinnon.—1 suppose you have gone over the whole
length and breadth of the parish 7—1I have not over every step; but I
have gone over it in every direction.

27044. Is there a very large area of it which was once oceupied, but
which is not occopied now +—Very large ; 1 should say three-fourths.

27045. The traces of occupation are still visible +—Quite.

97046. Was there much of it cultivated in old times —Yes.

27047. It bears the mark of cultivation yet?—Yes, green spots, now
getting covered with brackens.

27048. I suppose you are not much of a practical farmer yourself +—I
have been trying it for nine years. I am about as good & farmer as the
men in the holdings around me. '

27049. Do you think these places could with advantage be cultivated
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again 1—I think the people would perhaps do as well by having stock, as
by cultivating the land in this parish; they could make a very good
living by keeping stock and ecultivating as much as would keep the
milk cattle during the winter.

27050, But make the bulk of their steck sheep stock +—Sheep stock,
and young cattle, to winter out nearly the whole year.

27051, Do you know any example of a grazing croft—a croft composed
principally of pasture land for grazing—that is being worked with advant-
age 1—1I know a croft where the people make most of their income by the
stock ; and in fact, here, the people make most of their income by the
stock. It is the stock which pays the rent of many of them.

27052. You don’t see anything in the nature of things to prevent a
small grazing farm as well a3 a big grazing farm being worked with
advantage +—No.

27053, Where are these places in the parish chiefly—where the people
lived long ago?—T could give you the names of fifty towuships, and
there i3 a man here Who can enumerate fifty townships which were at ons
time inhsbited.

27054. I suppose there can be no idea of the population which inhabited
them at one time F—-Oh yes, you can form an idea—a rough guess,

27055. They were not so thickly crowded upon one another then t—
No,

27056. They were spread over the whole place +—Yes.

27057. Do you kunow if there ere any of the delegates who would
be able to speak to this statement in the paper about the payment of
arrears by the succeeding tenants?—I have no doubt of it I think
most of the delegates would be able.

27058. And is it the feeling of the people themselves that that is for
arrears and not for value received in the shape of houses or anythiung of
that sort 1—That is their idea.

27059, It is the exact amount of arrear and not the exact value of
anything they get?—Yes, simply becanse the proprietor wants this
money, and wishes to make it a condition that nobody can get a lot until
he gets possession of the arrears.

27060. The arrears are paid by the incoming tenant whoever he may
be t—Wheoever he may be.

27061, I think you instanced the case of Auchmelvich where there
has been 3 considerable rise of reat; is that an exceptional case I—No, it
is very nearly the same thing in Inverkirkag and Strathan,

27062, Have you any ideas when the most material rise or rises of rent
took place '—T could not say.

27063, s there anyone here who can tell 71 think so; but I think
it was duriog the time they were sub-tenants to Mr Macdonald.

27064, In the present administration I suppose there has been no rise
in the place ™—-The rent rose gradually by 1Cs. and sums of that amount.
Bhere was not, T think, a definite time, except when Mr Macdonald got
them as sub-tenants, he charged them considerably higher rents.

27065, 1 might explain that the rise of rent took place very much in
this way, by settling cottars on the out-run of the farm and making the
township pay in that way—increasing the number of the holdings.

27066, Bo that, even supposing the actoal croft was not raised in rent
the township, taken as a whole, wasf—Yes. Auchmelvich when it paid
a low rent had, perhaps, fewer than eighteen crofters, and now it has
twenty-six.

27067, And this is really a rise of rent +—Yes, it adds to the rent of the
townehip
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27068, So that, though a crofter's rent was not altered, the whole
township’s rent might be raised, so that his rent would be rajsed
although it did not appear so%—Yes; and the rates are also a heavy
burden,

27069. Do you think there are actual cases in which there have been
frequent changes of tenancy within a reasonable period of time—since
Macdonald had the place—where this 10s. was imposed 1=-Yes, I think
80. They happened every year,

27070. Bo that there might be a croft that would be 30s. or £2 dearer
than its uneighbour croft from the imposition of this 10s, within thres
ghifts 7—Yes, the rents in that way are very unequal.

27071, And arising in that wayi—Yes.

27072. The average croft you would have for the future would rent
about £12 +—VYes.

27073. What stock wounld be upon such a eroft just now t—Of the
kind of cattle they have just now it would be fully twelve cows, two
horses, and about forty or fifty sheep of the present kind.

27074, And the rent of that would be about £127—Yes,

27073, But you are of opinion that the place iz at present over-
stocked ; it would have been better if it had been a different kind of stock
and fewer in number?—7T don’t know, for this place has difficulties at
present. It would, I think, on the most of the townships: if they were
fenced it certainly would.

27076. Do you think that would be a reasonable rent +—Yes.

27077. But how would you have that rent fized 1—1T would just have
one farm, as I said, selected, and divided into lots of that size, and
put out an advertisement that the young men or crofters able to take if
could have if, and I have no doubt they could be got.

27078. Who fixes the rent 7—The proprietor himself.

27079, Suppose he should think it worth more than £12?7—They
could easily get arbitration.

27080. In the event of there being a difference of opinion between
proprietor and tenant you would have a third man brought in to split
the rent between them 7—T doe’t thing it would be necessary on this
property ; I think the Duke is very fair in charging rent.

27081. You don't think the property is over-rented—the pottion in
the bands of the crofters?—No, 1 don't think it. Perhaps in
Auchmelvich which was thought to be convenient for fishing—salmon
were allowed to be caught at that time—and becazuse it was valuable
for people on account of a good harbour, there was a rise of rent, and
that was kept on after the herring deserted the coast, and the salmen
were taken from the people.

27052, So thatit was more a fish rent than a land rent which was put
upon the people -—Partly with regard to the rights of the fishing, which
were taken away from the people.

27083, 1 suppose the fishing about here just now paye what one would
call a fancy rent +—There is a high rent, I think, for the fishing,

27084. I suppose the people scarcely ever take as much of that kind of
fish out of the rivers a3 would be equal in value to the sent that is being
paid for it now +—They might take a great deal more ; because formerly
fish were much mere numerous.

27085, How do you aecount for that1—Well, theie is a curious idea
which was mentioned to me—T don't know whether I should mention it to
the Commission—that the trout in the loch were much more numerous
because the catile were so numerous,

27086. Supposing the people got the right to these fishings back, do
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you think they would use it for their own pleasure or would they sublet
them ¢—I thiak the people ate very reasonable and would be particularly
so with the Duke or any of their old proprietors. I think they would
have no objection that the proprietor should have the fishing if they were
comfortable. The objection to their not having the fishing is this, they
feel that other people are getting liberties here which they have not.

27087. Bo that, as a practical solution ¢f the matter, you think things
might remain as they are if the peopls were put into a comfortable con-
ditiou otherwise +—Yes,

27088. And leave the proprietor to get the fancy rents people choose
to give +—Yes.

27039. Has there been within recent times so much eviction in the
place as to make the fear of eviction a real practical grievance, or rather
a matter of principle, right, and sentiment *—1 dor’t think the people
are now afraid, although it happened in the case of Clashinore; I don’t
think they are afraid of belog removed in townships ; they are more afraid
of being remeved singly.

27090. Even if single removals were frequent that might create a
genuine feeling of grievance +—Yes.

27091. And do you think the people consider it a matter of practical
gricvance +—They are frightened ; they think there is something 1n which
they might offend the proprietor or anyone who has power with the pro-
prietor. They say, ‘ Ave you not afraid you will ba driven away from
¢ your croft.” I don’t see myself that removals have been so frequent as
to give canse for their being so much afraid,

27093, Would you expect, supposing there was fixity of tenure, as it
is called, conferred upon the people, would you expect greater improve-
ments to be made upon the crofts +—Decidedly, that is, if the crofts were
larger.

27093. In what direction could the improvements be made +—Improve-
ments could be made in trenching and draining.

27094. Have the people drained the crofts themselves —Yes.

27095. And you would also expect they would work hard at them #—
Yes.

27096. Too hard in some cases 7—1 have no doubt of that *—1 have no
doubt during the first few years some men might kill themselves.

27097, Might not that be used as an argument against it +—There is
nothing without evil connected with it.

27098. You would risk that evil —Yes.

27099, This matter about a Government lawyer ; is that a thing you
lay stress upon +—The crofter’s lawyer I would call him.

27100. Appointed and paid by Government ; would that be a matter
which the crofters would consider for their improvement ; or is it more
yeur own opinion %It is more my idea. I have not heard any of the
erofters speak about it, but I have heard many things which could
easily be settled in that way. I have heard people talking of griev-
ances which were not grievances ; and I have heard of things being done
which would not be done if there were a2 bunsiness man to write two lines
about 1t

27101, Have you considered the other side of the question?—I krow
there are two sides to every question.

27102, Do you think if there had been a sharp business lawyer opposed
to a sharp business manager in fixing the rent of the erofters, the end
might not be an increase in his rent +—I don’t think it, I think two
equally sharp men wyuld just come to about a proper meeting, the result
would come ont in the proper plate if the two sides were equal.
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27103. Don’t you think higher rents could be got upon this property
if they were asked for?—I believe they could. The people are not able
to give the fancy prices which a person coming here to shoot would be
able to give

27104, And might not the fact of employing a sharp business lawyer
be to take the highest rent that conld be got +—1I don’t think so ; I think
it would be the other way.

27103. You are quite in the belief that there is plenty of land in the
parish to give the increased holding you wish to the people 2—I have no
doubt of that. The parish has still sufficient for ail the people.

27106. And about as suitable land as the land they have % More suit-
able ; it is the worst land they bave.

27107, Mr Fraser-Muackintosh.—You have been asked a good deal about
one matter which has appeared in the paper. You were asked to try and
explain the difference between the proprietor knocking down the houses
of the tenants, and the tenants knocking down the houses of the preprietor.
You said ¢ Teke another case. The proprietor with the assistance of the
¢ law officers, have thrown down hundreds of the crofter’s houses, and left
¢ them homeless on the hill side, but suppose the crofters with the aid of
¢ the law officials threw down the bouses of the proprietors, what a ery
¢ would the whole land raise over this eruelty and wickedness.’ You did
not intend that the small tenants should do this without the assistance
of the law officers —Never, and 1 never expected the law officers to
give them that help.

27108. You say there are 200 cottars depending more or less upon 360
erofters, can you give me any idea how many there are upon big farms?
—In most cases none.

27109. Crofters pay poor rates, don’t they —They do.

27110. Then, besides paying their poor rates they are saddled with the
burden of the cottars —They are, and the paupers.

27111. You were aleo asked if some of the cottars were a source of
poverty in the district +—Yes.

97112. Was the cause of that not very much that the predecessors of
those cottars were driven away from places which supported them *—That
was the cause actually.

27113. And it is not correct to say that it is the cottars being there
that is the cause of the poverty; you must go further back to find out
the origin 7—Yes ; it is simply beginning at the wrong foundation ; it is
not the foundation at all.

27114, You were asked a question by one of the Commissioners as to
whether the crofter’s places were as well draived and cultivated as they
might be. Supposing the crofter does drain well and cultivate his place
and make it a very geod plaes altogether, and the landlord takes it into
his bead to have a valuation of his estates, and sends for men from a
distance to come and value it, what would be the effect upen that valua-
tor's mind +—Would he not value that croft higher than one which was
not in a good condition +—Certainly, such a case as that has happened, I
suppose,

27115. Is that practically not a great deterrent from improvement +—I
should think so.

27116. Without any permanence in the holding on the part of the
crofter, is it not really to his disadvantage to improve where he only stands
from year to year 7—It might be to his disadvantage greatly.

97117. What do youn understand by rent in reality? Do you mean a
eertain quantity of produce of the subject &—I have always looked upon
it as what the proprietor chose to charge for the land that he gave. I
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have not euntered into the economic view of it to see how this was to be
got, or what proportion it should bear to the produce of the soil. I have
not considered much the economic view of it.

27118. Are you awars that most of the crofters here don’t earn their
livelihood out of their possessions?—I am aware that nons of them does
that.

27119. May T come to this conclusion then, that the rents paid by the
crofters to the Duke of Butherland are earned out of the county +—In a
great measure.

27120, About the additional rent which is paid when the son succeeds
the father ; do you recolleet when the valuation of the estates was going
on a few years ago of Mr Macdonald of Newton, North Ulst, and another
gentleman going about 2—1I do.

27121, When was that 7—I cannot tax my memory exactly to the time,
but I should say five or six years ago,

27122, Is the whole country completed now ?—I don’t kuow. These
gentlemen walked along the road and saw the land ; they did not go over
the land.

27123. Was this increase put upon the people at the death of an
occupant, in existence upon the estate years befors that time—before Me
Macdonald of North Uist was going about +—Yes, most decidedly.

27124. Supposing it were stated that it was in consequence of the
increased valuation put by Mr Macdonald, North Uist, upon the crofter’s
Iand, would that be consistent with your own knowledge +—I don’t think
anybody would pretend to make such a statement.

27123, You state with regard to several of the present crofters, that
about three-fourths of them would require to be migrated Yes,

27126. Are they willing to migrate, so far as you are aware, to better
pestures +—All the most intelligent of them are. This, I believe, would
be the result ; the most comfortable now would leave their holdinga for
bigger ones, and those who were not would be glad to have the medium
ones.

27127, What is the cause of the large number of paupers; are they
generally old people 7—Some are old and some are young.

27128, Are the young people relations m—Yes, of people so disabled that
they are not able to do anything for themselves.

27129. Would you say that the proportion of the roll are people over
70 years of age #—I have not looked carefully into that.

27130, There has been a decrease in the population of 225 in the last
ten years ; are the people & bit better off than they were +—No.

27131, And the decrease is going on +—Yes,

27132, And when is it to end It wounld take a little more than
a hundred years befors they were all done.

27133, Where ia this matter going to end—this increase of poverty
and decrease of population I don't know ; I cannot solve the problem.
q 27134. It seems a very serions one, does it not, for the country +—It

oes,

2YTI35. That there is & decrease of population and increase of poverty ¥
—Yes.

27136, And they are going on simultaneously +—Yes.

27137. You are aware that the exclusion of the county of Sutherland
from what we have been glad to find in other plzces is called Lochiel's
clause in the Act, is a very considerable grievance —Yes; it is a loss to
us at this time and it will continue to be & loss,

27138. As we are more particularly interested in crofters—it is a loss
to the crofters 7—Yes, I am speaking for them.
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27139. Do you know why Sutherland was excluded +—T don't know
that I have any opinion that it would be right for me to give in public;
but I have heard reasons given.

27140. It was not a thing that was overlooked at the time, but rather
done of purpose I—1 have been told so,

27141, And not by the erofters +—XNo.
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27142, Is there any deer forest in your parish #—There is one just

formed. Ttis belng fenced, and I am sorry for one thing about the fence. -

The highest wire is full of stobs. It is low enough for deer to jump into
the corn of the tenants, but it is so high that if any cow tries to get over
it will be stopped.

27143, What is the forest to be called }—It will be Gleneanesp Forest
I think ; some call it Drumsoundlin.

27144, What farms or plates constituted the forest before +—1t was
Mr Seobie’s farm alone.  Mr Scobie of Keoldale.

27145. Have you any idea of the acreage +—Yes; counting the whole
surface, about 50,000 acres,

27146, 1 presume the coaostitution of this forest did not involve the
turning away of any small people +—XNo.

27147, They were turned away before —Yes, long ago. It seems to
me quite unreasonable to say that there is no objection toturn large farms
into deer forests because the people are not removed from them. TPeople
can be removed to put sheep on, but then sheep can be removed to put
deer in their places,

37148, About this fence ; are there crofts or hill grazing of any crofter
adjacent to it —There are.

27149, And practically the fence is not a deer fence &—No.

27150. And the deer are already beginning to come into the erofters’
lands +—XNo, the deer have to Le cultivated ; there ate not so many of them.
You only mean that th:y may do it %-Yes, they may do it.

27151, Is there any uvther forest in Assynt +—No ; there are shootings,
but the people have not the same objections to them shooting over the
ground and the farms also.

27152. Is there any other restriction, which we have found in other
places, that they are not allowed to go upen ground when the hill sports-
men coms there It is beginning to be exercised in regard to the forest,
but not in regard to the shootings. Theshootings and forest they regard
differently, and there is another thing which they feel. I don’t think
the gamekeepers will be very willing to allow them to go in the old paths
that they kave been accustomed to use for generations.

27133, Are you speaking of the forests just nowt—I am. I don’t
think the gamekeepers will be willing to let them go by these paths.

27154. That then is a practical disadvantage to the croftets —
Decidedly.

Wirtiam MaThiesow, Crofter, Clashmore {63)—examined.

27155. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh—Were you appointed a delegate to
appear here to-day by the people of Clashmore %—I was appointed for
that purpose.

27156. How many people were present when you were appointed t—
A considerable number. |

27157, What did they tell you to say here to-day, or what have you to
g1y for yoursel{ 1 —What we have to say is that we feel 2 scareity of land
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and that we have no elbow room, We have no room for cattle, oreven to
tuke erops off the bits that we have. B

27158, 1ad you plenty of room in the place twelve years ago1—No.

27159. Where were you before the clearances tovk place —DBalacladich

27160. Caun you tell us anything about the clearances of Clashmore +—
I was in Clashmore when it was cleared. It was out of a croft in Clasi-
more that T went away to where I am now; I was removed to that
slace.

! 27161. How many people were turned out of Clashmore F—About
eighteen families were removed off the farm which has been made since,
Thirteen of these paid rent ; five or six were not paying rent,

27162, Why were they remaved ; did they want to go #—They were
all sent out of the place bug threa.  There were only four who left the
place. Oune went to America. The rest were disposed of by crowding
them in corners of the place near about, upon others. Some new pasture
in the place itseli was taken in and occupied by them ; I have some of
that pasture land myself, and I would be b:tter without it; it has beecn
a source of expense to me ever since I got it.

27163. Who has the land now from which they were removed 1—Mr
Brown, the innkeeper of Lochinver.

27164, Who got it when they were put away —It was in the occup-
ancy of the Duke.

37165, How long did it eontirue in his own occupaney —Four or
five years, He cultivated it for four or five years. I could not speak
exactly to the year ; it wasat least three years.

27166. Were all the people who were removed put into smaller hold-
ings than they had before t—FEvery one of them.

27167, Were they fairly well off in the old times there —They required
it all ; but they are worse off since.

27168, Was there aoything meationed to you at the time you were
told to remove, why the Duke was removing you? did he give any
reason for it =—The only reason ziven was that the land was to be made
into an arable farm.

27169, Were you obliged to go to another honse }—Yes, and to be at
great expense before [ got possession of it, and loss connected with it.

27170. Had you a good house before +—1It was not very good,

27171. Did you get any value for it when you left 2—1 got £10 for
the expenses of removal, and for building the new house, but £50 would
not cover my outlay in that matter.

27172, Does that remark apply to the rest of the people who were in
the same position a8 yourself +—All those that were removed got from £3
to £10 in order to cover the expenses of removing, and buoilding their
dwellings. Three of them had slated houses and these got £10.

27173, What rent were you paying before ?—1I paid Erst £1.

27174, And what are you paying now ?—I am paying now £4, 10s,
I was paying £3, 10s. until these two years back, when 1t was seen that
the soil was bad, and £1 was taken off the reut. I pay now £4, 10s,
but it is not worth £1.

27175, What stock do you keep on it?7—T may say I do not keep
stock upon it at all. T keep two cows, but not on the income of the lot.

27176, You are obliged to buy 9—I am obliged to buy summer and
winter,

27177, Have you any hill ground at all #—I have just a share of the
Bill ground of the place ; but it cannot pasture a milk cow.

27178. Generally speaking was a piece of the farm of Clashmore taken
away from you t—Yes, a piece of it was taken away.
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27179, Are you and your neighbours struggling away in impoverished
circumstances to make both ends meet +—Yes,

27180, Are you or the people in the township in arrears of rent %I
have not been in arrears yet any way, whatever may befall T dow't
think there is much arrears in the place,

27181. You received a reduction of £1, but T understand that there
was an abatement given last year, being a bad season. Did you get the
benefit of that —No, there was no abatement, beyond the £1 of reduction
I stated before, There were three new lots made upon the bad ground at
the bock of the towanship. One of the tenants fell back in circamstances
and conld not keep up his lot ; nobody could be got to go into the place ;
and when nobody could be got to take up the croft the three crofts were
reduced each by £1 until they got a tenant for the vacant eroft.

27152, Have you heard that the large farmers on the estate have got
an abatement —Yes, but nothing was taken off our rent ali the same,

27183, 8Sir Kenncth Mackenzie—What was the rent of Clashmore
altogether before the improvements began +—1I could not tell exactly the
rent of the township. We knew our own rents well, and we did not look
much into the rents of our neighbours.

27184. What rent were you paying +—TUp to £4 ; the old lot was worth
that rent as compared with the one 1 have now,

27185. Did the Duke of Sutherland take this piece of ground off you
for the purpose of reclamation +—It was by the orders of the Duke that
it was taken from us,

27186. What did the Duke do with it after taking it from you =—Put
it under erop by his own paid servants.

27187. Did he increase the extent of the arable land by reclamations ¥
—Yes, they added to the arable land.

27188, How much %—Twenty acres, perhaps.

27189. Did that double the former extent +—He did not near double
it ; perhaps there are 100 acres now.

27190. Is the land you bave been placed upon the newly reclaimed
land =—Yes,

27191, If you had leasces could youn have reclaimed this land yourselves?
—There is no soil, and it would not come under prefitable cultivation
within the lifetime of man.

27192, Do you think the landlord has made a mistake in attempting
reclamation, even putting tenants out of consideration —We found 1t a
great mistake anyhow.

27193. Is it not in addition to being a mistake for them, a great
mistake for all parties - Probably it was.

27194, Did you get any material for your house besides £10 of money ¥
—1I got a roof and lime,

27195. Did you get slates +—No, I paid £5 for a thousand slates which
I put upon it.  The slates cost £17, 10s., here at Lochinver, and cartage
of 10 miles besides.

Eeyxwera Canpeerr, Cottar, formerly Fisherman, Balacladich (75)—
examined.

27196, Sheriff Nicolson,.—Were you appointed to appear here for the
Balacladich pecple -—No.
27197. Have you come to speak for yourseif +—I have nothing to say.
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SUTHER- T have told what was to tell already of the townships that are now in the
LAND.  parish.

27198. To whom did you tell thist—I committed it to paper and gave
_ it to Mr Mackay. Here it is:—* Townships in Assynt cleared for Sheep

Eenneth  Farmers.

T.orHIKYER,

Campbell, : For whom cleared,
¢ » Achana-h-eaglis, . . . . Chas, Clarke.
¢ p Cuilean, . . . . . . ”
¢p Callda Beag, . . . . . »
¢ p Callda Mor, . . . . 5 . »

*p Ach Mor, . . . . . "
¢t p Unaball, . . . . . .
¢ p Roinn-throghard, . . . . W, Scobie.
¢ p Ardbharr, . . . - "
¢ pp Gleann Leirig, . . . . "
¢ Olldanaidh, . . . . Clarke.
¢ p Eilean Glidanatdh, . . . - "
¢ p Duralan, . . . . . (Geo. Gunn.
¢ p Preas-nan-aidhean, . . . . »
* p Bad-lesh-leathad, . . . . »
¢ p Doire beathaig, . . . ”
¢ p Polldan caraigean, . . . . »
¢ p Lethtir ex:a'db, . . . .. »
¢ Taobh-mor, . - - . »
¢ p Aisinnte Bheng, . . - . "
¢ p Lochbeannach, . . . . ”»
¢ p Aordh-nan-caorach, . . - »
¢ p Bad-a-bhainne, . . . . »
* p Braclach, . . . . »
* p Bad-ghrianan, . . . . '
* p Re-charn, . . . . . »
¢ Adnair, . ; . . »
¢ Anfhaolain, . . . . ”n
¢ (Coocnan-each, n . . . Don. M‘Donald, Cuileag.
¢ Bad-nali-achlais, . . . . "
¢ Duinn Suardlan, . . . ”
¢ Dubh chias, L. . . . Kenneth M<Kenzie.
¢ Adnair-ubalan, . . . . "
¢ Poll gharbhair, . . . . ”
¢ Clach airaidh, . . . . »
¢ Braclach Stochd, . . . . "
¢ Taobh Beag, . - . . »
¢  Lead Beag, . . . . »
- ¢ Bruochan Beag, . . 3 . "
¢ Stron chrubaidh, . . . . »
*  Lainn, . . . . )
* p Rean criaich, . . . . . »
¢ Lead mor, . . . »
© ¢ p Cromalt, . . . . . »
¢ p Meoir, . - . . . o
¢ Alltnancealgach, . . . . "
¢ p Loch crogach Beag, . . . . Clarke,
. . . Geo. Gunn,

¢ pp Draighneach,
¢ Doire Cuiliun, . . . . ”
I have seen people in the places marked °p," but not in the others,
27199, Are thess names taken from your statement +—Yes,
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27200. And is that from your own knowledye and recollection 3—I
have knowledge of the matter, and | remember the clearing of some of
them, [ was in some of them myself; but I do not remember the clearing
of them all.

27201. Are there any of them where you are not personally acquainted
with the cirenmstances, and have derived your information only from
~otlizr people who kuew about it #—I have seen the one-half of them at
least, I believe, and I have got the information about the rest frow
others.

37202. How far away is your place from this 7—About ten milex

37203. And did you walk here merely to make this statement 7—Yes, T
walked the whole way., There are one or two of those places where there
are some people yet.

27204, Who wrote this paper for you ?—Mr Murdoch.

27205. Wero these tenants removed from these places that you have
named +-Yes, out of every one of them.

27206. Are there some crofters remaining still in some of them 1—-No,
there are no croftera in any of the places named tu-day.

27207. Or cottars =—No, not one,

27208. And was the land from which these people were removed joined to
or mnde into sheep farms I—VYes, they were all placed under sheep farms.

27209. How old were you when the first of the jlaces you lave
mentioned was cleared 7—1I would have been about thirteen or fourtecn
years of age when the townships in that country side were cleared.

27210. How long ago did the last of these clearances take place7—
About fifty years ago.

27211, Have you seen any evictions of townships since then +—Ardvar
was the last towuship cleared in the parish, and that happened fifty years
ago.

g27212. How many families were there when yon were there, and
removed from it =—There would have been sbout eleven families; I eould
not give the exact nuuiber.

27213. Where were they sent to?—Some of them were sent to
Torbreck ; then they were removed on to Clashmore.

27314. Where did you live next after that-—where was your father
sent to}—He remained as a labourer with the tacksman of Ardvar, after
that for seven years.

27215. Did he get a croft after that t—No.

27216, Had you never a eroft yourself I—No.

27217. You are personally acquainted with most of the places men-
tioned in this list 7—TI bave gone through the places which I saw peopled,
and I have also travelled over many of the places which were cleared
before my recollection.

27218. Were they all desirable places to live in?-—The very st of

laces,
d 27219, Would you say that of the whole of them T—At that timne they
were all good for the number of people that were there, They had cattle
and horzes and sheep,

27220, Was there none of them out of the way and with poor suil +—
The places were cub of the way; I cannot say for the scil; bLut the
inhabitants had cattle, shoep, and horses,

27221. Were the places to which they were removed, so far as you
know, better than those they were sent away from —Ths places were
not by any means good, in most cases, to which they were sent; some
were sent tu America, soms to Rossshire, some to the rocks upon the
sea-shore, .

SUTHER-
LAXND.

LOCHINVER.

Kenneth
{'smpbell



SUTHER-
LAYND.

LocHINVER.

Kenneth
Campbell.

William
Mackenzie,

1734 Highlands and Islands Commission.

27293, Ay Fraser-Ifackintosh.—What rent did your father pay when
he had the place in Ardvar +—1 do nat remember.

279323. Was he in eomfortable circamstances +—Yes, he was in com-
fortable circumstances ; he had cattle and sheep.

97224, Was your grandfather in the place before your father ¥-—Yes,
my grandfather was in Ardvar.

27225, Have you a family yourself —Yes, a few.

27226, Where are they % arc they in the country, or have they gone
abroad %—They are earning wages in the place ; they have not scattered
abroad.

27237, Is it g source of regret that you have never been in the position
of your father or grandfather?—1It is with sorrow that I look upon my
circumstances henceforward,

27228, Does your family contribute to your support i—-They can do
very little as yet beyond supporting themselves.

27229. Is that from age, or that they are married #—1It i3 from age;
they are but young yet, although I am an old man.

27230. Supposing the opportunity should present itself of the people
getting back to their glens, would your children be able to take a croft
before you died I—I have enly two daughters,

——

Wirtiam MacgeNzIE, Labourer, presently residing at Clashnessie (38)
—examined.

27231, The Chairmarn.—Have you been elected 2 delegate +—I was.
I am home from abroad, from South Africa,

27233, Were you elected by the people of Clashnassie +—By the people
of Btoer, and [ have made up a paper here of the general grievances.—
* The general grievances are the insafficiency and badness of the land.
¢ Bearing npon these grievances it may be stated that the valnation of
¢ 1878-79 shows a large proportion of the land of the parizh in the hands
* of half-a-duzen tacksmen ; although the great mass of the population are
¢ in poverty because of the badness and smallness of their lots. Those
¢ tacksmen have their land valued at £3345, whileseven sportsmen have a
¢\ .luation of £883. And when we set £305 against churches, schools,

_* and shops, and £226, L4s. L1d. for botels, there remains only £1083,

¢ bs, 4d. for the rest of the population of 2781 souls. The whole of
* the land available for the mass of the people is really included im
¢ gbout 340 crofts, with their hill pasture divided and sub-divided—
¢ these do not on an average yield more than from one-sixth to two-
¢ thirds of the support of these who have land at all.  This state
¢ of things was brought about by a process which Sutherland men
®would like to forpet, if the process had been reversed, and the evil
¢ remedied, by the use of meuns which have inade the ears of savages,
“lct ulone Christians tingle, Ower fifty townships in this parish were
‘ made desolate, and the tenants sent bhither and thither over the face
¢ of the earth, and whea they found a resting place at all in their native
‘land, it was on the poorest scraps, rocks, and bogs, and often put in
“amongst the poorest erofters, subdividing their lots, and intensifying
¢ ¢heir poverty. Their stock, their furniture, and their houses were sub-
¢ jected to treatisens which reduced their value to such a degree that
¢ wany were in abject poverty when bound to set about the building of
¢ houses which wers meant not so much for their own comfort as to add
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f to the value and appearance of the evictor’s property, and which buiid-
‘ing was often a condition on which they would get any land at ail.
* Even when, aceordiug to estate regulations, lime and timber were allowed,
¢ there were so many masters, and so many ways of raising objeetions to
¢ individual claims, that the houses had to be got up as the Jsraelites had
¢ to make bricks—without straw—or else shift their camp and seek shelter
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¢ elsewhere, Cuilean township was sought by Mr Charles Clark, aod in -

 due time hs gof possession of it. There are persons living to testify to
¢ deeds of violence committed by the officials, to the loss and hardship
‘ endured by the pseple.  Colin M‘Rae, Culkein, remembers the extinguish-
“ing of his father's fire at Achuabeglish, when the victims went to
¢ cook a little food for their famisked and frightened children, exposed to
‘any inclemency and shelterless like fugitives., Seven families came to
¢ Culkein, where were sixteen before them, paying a rent of £43. Some
¢ got skirts of the land already paid for by those persons occupying, and
f some got the lots tuken from poor old persons whose sons had gune to

¢ the wars on the distinet understanding that the parents would be left.

¢ on their lots, but the soldiers died in battle, and the parents were of no
. “more value on the estate bovk. There are twenty-three crofts in the
‘ township subdivided into two, three, four, and even five portions. There
¢ are now thirty-eight families paying a rent for land and making up a
¢ rental of £70, 10s. 5d. Then there are eighteen cottars who pay the
¢ Duke from 10s. to 20s, for house stanee on the crofts previously paying
‘ rents, and besides these subdivisions guing to impoverish the people.
¢ There was a tidy farm made of the best of the Jand and given with a good
¢ house and steading at £20, 11s. 64., to one of the sgeuts who for years
¢ acted the scourge on this part of the estate. When all these things are
¢ put together the crowding of the people, the eurtailing and subgiwiding
¢ of the land and the raising the rent, we have Culkein yielding a yearly
‘rent of £100 odds to the Duke, and the unfortunate rent producers
¥ sunk iu poverty in a corresponding degree.  Nor is this all ; by some
¢ strange satirical fats the noble Duke of Sutherland stands before the
f country as reaping a revenue from the greatest calamity of the widow
¢and orphan. There is now on the estate a regulation by which the
¢ Duke reaps a death premium from every crofter family, when the father
¢ dies and the son undertakes the support of his widowed mother, his
¢ brothers and sisters, Ile has to pay this premium of 10s. 15s., or may
“be 20s. Nor is this all ; he goes under the impost as an anuual tax of
¢ from 10 to 23 per cent. on the rent. Not long ago a young man, paying
¢ the rent due by his father, a couple of months after his death, was called
¢ upon to pay the death preminm, not with his own rent when it was due,
¢ but almost before he was under any rent at all, and along with what
¢ was due by the father, There is a tale that the rule has been ordered
* to be discontinued, but no one has had any experience to corrvborate the
¢ report, and the theory that that premium is only paid on these erofts on
¢ which at a recent valuation there was an increase of rent imposed is not
¢ gupported by the experience of any one coming in for a reduction uuder
¢ that valuation. It would be ungenercus to pass over a reduction made
‘not long ago, it is believed at the suggestion of the present ground-
¢ cfficer. There is a croft in Clashmore on which wes one of the evicted
¢ from Clashmore farm, now in the occupation of the Lochinver hotel-
¢ keeper. This man became reduced to debt and pauperism, and his lot
¢ was given to Hector Mackenzie, aud the rent reduced £1, but even this
“ measure of justice under the rules or rulers of the estate, was not
¢ allowed to run a straight course. The pauper was left in the house of
¢ the crofter, and Hector pays 10s. to the estate for an old hut on his own
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*furm. Much the same story is to be told recarding the people who
¢ were evicted from Ardvar and Glenleiraig to make rooa for William
¢ Scobie, with this variation, that of those who did not etnigrate some
¢ were put in at Torbreck to the inconvenience of preceding crofters, and
“by the time they had matters ir some measure settled, they were
¢ removed to Clashore, where further removals shall have to be recoanted
“ ere we have done. Every removal attended with loss, and every settle-
¢ ment being for the worse.  But there are further variations in the system
‘of administration. Donald Macleod, carpenter, who had ne eroft,
¢ bought the crop of an emigrating crofter at Culkein, and paid the
¢ arrears due to the proprietor. This, according to the use and wont of
* the district, vstablished a claim to the vacant croft, but all he was ever
¢ allowéd to take out of his new possession was one crop of his own sowing,
* when his land was laid hold of to add to another croft—the aforesaid
* tidy farm for the semi-official. Donald Macleod was reduced again to
*a landless condition, and had to take a miserable patch behind his
¢ former lot, and althongh he was an industrious, well-doing man, and
 apxious to do well for Lis family, he was ever after denied an opening
‘ by which to improve his position, and the reasons for this are tolerahly
* well known, Colin MacRae, son of the already mentioned Alexander
* MacRze, who came from Auochnaheglish, bought a house from an
‘ emigrating crofter, but orders came that Colin should give up and
¢ depart, the ground being wanted for the favonred underling already
“ mentioned. This order not being submissively obeyed, the Dake lim-
‘ gelf came, accompanied by the factor, and Colin’s father having gene to

- ¢ plead with his Grace, heard the Duke give the order to have the house

¢ pulled down about the cccupant’s ears. This was done, and although
¢ Colin had payed for the timber, he was not allowed to take a stick of it.
¢ He had to build another kouse on the pastura ground of the neighbour-
‘hood and he pays the estate 10s. 4d. for the site. It has been
¢ supposed that this sort of work was not possible on the estate since the
¢ days of the old Duke. BSatherland rule is the same whoever may be in
‘ the enjoyment of the fruit. John Mackenzie, Clashmore, was accused
* of being a ring-leader in a case of preventing what was regarded as an
¢ encroachment of the rights of the neighbourhoed by Mr David
¢ Humphrey, and in face of every evidence to bis innocence, he was
‘ sentenced to lose his croft, and he is now a pauper invalid and a burden
*to his neighbours. TDonald Macleod, Clashmore, came in for the
¢ vengeance of the same power in connection remotely with the resistance
¢ offered to ¥Mr Humphrey, when cutting off part of the Raffin pasture,
* when some boys went to obstruct the work, On this, Mr M‘Iver ran
‘ to catch two boys asswmwed to have been obstructing the work, reaching
‘ a house, the boys got ot of Mr M‘Iver's sight, and he rushed into the
¢ house, supposing they had entered. There was a very sick woman who
“had been taken out of bed and placed on a shake-down at the fireside,
¢ Mr M‘Iver went on, however, searching for the boys, and tossing things
“ about, and so frightened the woman that her death shortly afierwards
¢ took place. The boys not being there, were not found, and Mr M:Iver,
‘as soon as he came out, dashed at two small boys at play. The hoys
“ who were about nins years of age, and knowing of no offence, did not
* think of runuiug from the factor, remained to be caught. 3Mr M Tver,
‘selzed oue of them by the throat, and kneeling down held his captive
‘to the ground, insisting that he shonld tell the names of the persons
‘ engaged in the obstruction, Hugh Macleod, the boy’s brother, seeing
¢ this, remonstrated with the factor, who now persisted, demanding the
¢ father's name.  Hugh took hold of the factor’s hand and told him to let
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* go, but ns Mr M‘[ver held on, and the boy being in great danger, Hugh
¢ now tock hold of the hand that was throttling the boy., On this, ths
¢ factor’s two sons and Mackay came. The faetor said Hugh had struck
¢ him, but so little evidence was there for this, that an attempt was made
‘ to get Hugh to crimipate himself. After this one of them enme with a
¢ paper for Hugh to sign, which paper proved to be a declaration that he
¢ was guilty of striking the facter. He was told if ke would sign this
¢ declaration, the factor would be his friend, and he would get anything
‘he wanted ever after. But Huogh refused, saying he would have the
¢ factor prosecuted. The result was, that the fatber Donald had to
¢ emigrate with all bis family, excepting Hugh, who had a little shop in
¢ which he carried on some business, The avenger did not rest satisfied
* with what he kad done to the father. Hugh was about as offensive to
¢ him as Mordeeai was to Haman, Taking advantege of Hugh'’s absence,
*his shop and his groceries, which he left carefully in boxes, were
¢ attacked by order of the factor, and when he returned le found the
¢ house broken into, and the boxes of goods smashed and damagel to a
¢ ruinous degree, and the house, which was built at the family’s expense,
‘except the roofing, was levelled to the ground shortly afterwards, and
¢ the timber handed to another man. John Mackenzie, son of Donald, an
¢ old, respectable man of 70, equally without foundation accused of the
¢ same offence, and deprived of his eroft, which had come dewn to him
¢ frum hig forefathers. He went all the way to Lairg, then to Dunrobin,
*and not finding the Duke there, ke went to Tarbert ; but after travelling
“in all 160 miles, his efforts were in vain. The belief was, that the
¢ persistent hostility on the part of some of the officials was at the root of
¢ this. Humphrey said to John one day—* You are bending to the grave,”
¢« “Yes,” said John, “ but see you are not bending with the weight of the
¢ % evil you are doing te the widow and orpban.” Janet Mackenzie, a
¢ relict of Alexander Mackenzie, had a beiter croft thun many around
“her. She was not in debt to the estate, and she was in possession of
¢ geod stock ; but her husband had left her a croft on which he had
¢ expended much preductive labour. This was wunted for the tack,
*and she was a widow, so she was set upon, and as she did not gn
« when the anthorities visited, they built a stone wall s0 as to have
“her and her children walled in from water, peats, etc. One of the
¢ children made a brench in the wall, that they mizht pass cut and in,
¢ and this was the only offence which could be Lroucht against the fumily,
*In time, even the unfortunate widow got weary, aud she was sent to a
¢ place so poor, that another widow, Mary Macdonald Mackenzie, was
¢ fain to seek relief from it in Greennck. Janet has been living so far on
‘ the stock, and what assistance the children sends her, and the lund
¢ which her hushand meant for her and her young children’s support,
¢ after his death, formed part of the tack. On the same poor croft,

¢ another widow removed out of the same Clashmore, ekes cut her poverty

¢ gince her eviction. Widow Flora Mackenzie, who has goue where the

¢ % weary are at rest,” was removed out of the way of Hamphrey’s improve-

¢ ments. She had bheen a widow for tweunty years, and bhad been bed-

* ridden for years—so ill that the other widow’s cast had to be employed

‘to carry her to a worthiess place. In like manuner widower James

¢ Mackenzie was sent out of Clashmoere, from a better to a worse Lalf

¢ croft in Achnancarnin. Anp Campbell, an old, ubmarried woman,

¢ suffered the same treatment to that of the widows. Anscther example |

¢ gceurs here.  To make an extension on the same big farm, Kenneth
¢t Camphbell was ordered to go, aud was compelled fo go toa bad lot,
¢ which soon reduced hin to poverty and arrears. The pressure for his
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¢ removal was so urgent, that he was compelled to quit, before he eould
¢ prepare anything beyond the bare walls. In this roofless habitation
“they kindled a tire, and shortly thereafter the mother was taken in
¢ labour. The night coming on so wet, a neighbour named Matheson,
¢ supplied a sail to cover the woman iu her emergency from the inclemency
¢ of the weather, There has been an atmosphere of chivalry and loyalty
¢ around the famous 93rd. The outside world has been believing for a
¢ half century, that the generosity of the Countess of Sutherland and the
¢ devotion of the clansmen, set up this regimtent in a few days. Fathers
¢ and mothers devoting their sons, and the young men themselves burning
¢ with zeal to go to tha House of Sutherland and the Crown, and eager to
¢ offer their lives on the altar of patriotism. In Assynt the great majority
¢ joined the army on the distinct understanding that their parents would
‘be kept in their holdings; but on the return of the survivors, they
¢ found their parents huddled together on the sea-shore, ekeing vut a
¢ miserable existence, and their former holdings converted into so many
¢ sheep-walks, For example, Roderick Mackenzie, Ardvar, was assured
¢ if his two sons, William and Colin, would enlist, that he would be kept
* in possession of his holding, but when they came home they found their
¢ parents endeavouring to exist on a miserable pateh in Clachtoll. Many
¢ other instances could be adduced. There is sufficient land in the parish
“of Assynt,. We could give the name .f fifty townships with their hill
¢ pasture all under sheep and deer, and 1f wey dd to our demand for land
¢ the suggestion that this land, as it falls out of lease, should be restored
f to its rightful ocenpants. The Duke has been appealed to at different
* times, to break down these sheep-walks into holdings, so as to put them
* within the reach of the people, but he invariably turned a deaf ear to
“ their appeals.’

27233. You told us that you were chairman of more than one meeting
which was held by the crofters on this matter }—1I was,

27234, Were you elected chairman by the erofters -1 was,

27235. Will you tell us how the paper was drawn up?—It was done
by me. .

27238, Did you write it yourself +—1I did it at our meetings.

27237. The substance of it is your own ?—7Yes,

27238. Your own composition +—I had some help with it.

27239. Who gave you the help +—Differeut parties within the last two
days.

27240. Parties resident in the diskrict 7—Yes ; the Rov. Mr Mackay
on the Monday right befors the meeting heiped me to put it in order.

27241, Did the Rev. Mr Mackay compose any of the paper which you
have written 2—No.

27242, Did he strike out anything from the paper which was submitted
to him *—He did.

27243. We have heard the Rev.” Mr Mackay’s name mentioned ; had
he no share in the composition of this ?—1I had the first page from him,
that was all. Tt was at the first meeting, and there were very few
present,

27244, On what occasion did you and he compose this page 7—Was
it a private meeting +—He gave me that sheet with the valuation.

27245. Had he nothing to do with the rest of the paper —No.

27248, Did Le see it?—No, not this paper.

27247, 18 it your own hand-writing %—No, I had an accident some
time ago; and could not write it.

27248, Who wrote it?—I would rather not say the name of the ma
who wrote it.
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27249, Ts he u erofter = No, he is not.

27250, What objection have you to tell*—The writer of it s Donald
Mackenzie,

27251. Who is he 7—He is just here cn a visit, and I got him to write
it for me, )

27252. Where did he come from —Glasgow,

27353, So that you had the assistance of Mr Murdoch and Mr
Mackenzie in the composition of that paper V—Yes +—Domnald Mackenzie.
All the assistance I gave was to make two or three grammatical corrections
on the paper.

27254, Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—How long were you abroad 1—3ix and
a half years.

27255, Have you resolved to stay in this country, or are you going

back again —1It depends on how my health is recruited.

27256. Have you been anywhere else but in South Africa +—No, only
South Africa.

27257, Did you go out just upon the chance of making your fortune,
or under a special agreement +—1 went out specially under a contract.

27268, Where did you get your education +—Staer.

27259, Is that the only eduncation you have got +—That is all.

27260. The Chairman,—The greater part of the statement which you
have presented is composed of alleged acts of injustice or oppression on
the part of the factor or proprietor towards poor helpless persens, and
especially widows, I wish to know whether you have made a careful
inquiry into every particular case or whether you can state of your own
knowledge that these circumstances are correct®™Yes, of my own
knowledge T ean, because every word was read between four and siz
times at the meetings. I daresay there were scine meetings at which it
was oot all read. The object of that was to get the statements in proper
order.

27261, Was the whole paper, in its present form, approved of at any
meeting which was held m—Yes, it was approved of at every meeting.

27263. How many persons were present at these meetings +—Some-
times there wouldt be twenty or thirty and so on, because at this time of
the year there are few at home. Many of the people who should have
come are away on the East Coast, and we can hardly get more than
twenty at any time.

27263, Were there crofters present —There were.

Huon Mackay, General Merchant, Greenock (60)—ezamined.

27264, The Chairman.—You were elected a delegate T—Yes,

27265. By the people of what place =—Assynt generally.

27266. You are intrusted with a statement to make to us My
statement is very short, and something similar to what has been already
sald. *The general grievance in this parish is insufficiency and badness
“of land, This state of things was brought about by the Sutherland
¢ clearances which Sutherland men weuld like to forget. Dut one point
* to which I should like to draw attention is that in Assynt about the
¢ beginning of this century the great majority of young men joined the
* famous 93rd on the distinet understanding that their parents would not
‘be removed out of their holdings doring their life; but when the
¢ survivors returned, they found that the promise bad been broken, and
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¢ that the parents, fur whosa sake they had enlisted, had been deprived of
¢ their land, and were cking out a miserable life on barren spots along the
¢ sea-shore.  The general size of holdings in Assynt before the clearances
¢ was the keeping of from twenty to thirty blick cattle, a hundred sheep,
¢ from forty to fifty goats. They were not poor people ; they had savings
¢ of money forby. Now their holdings are too small for that, and their
¢ cattle, although they are called cows, are only miserable beasts. The
* reform wanted is larger holdings, security against evictions and raising
¢ of reuts, inducements to improve and reclzim land and build suitable
¢ houses, outrun for stock, and local harbours to encourage a fishing as
¢ distinct from a erofting class’ The waunt of that was the reason of so
many pecple being cottars, being a burden on the tenants,

27267. Of what place are you & native +—This parish.

27288. Did you leave it early in lifel—I left it about tweuty-two
years ago.

27269. Have you been in Greenock since that time —1J have.

27270. Have you been in comstant communication with your native
Mace +—Yes.

27271, And have continued to take an interest in it —Yes,

27272. Have you from time to time, ecoutivued to return heret—Yes,

27273, And have spent some time amongst the people +—Yes.

27274, You have alluded to the faet, if it be a fact, which isan
extremely interesting one, and which we have heard mentioned elsewhere,
that is, when the Highland regiments were raised, those who enlisted
only did so under the distinct assurance that their relatives should
have sowme bencfits and securities attached to the temancy of the land?
—Yes.

27275. In fact, the people went out to the army in order to pressrve
their parents and ensure them a happy and safe life 1---That is it.

26276, In what year was the 93rd raived 7—They were enlisting
here before I was born ; but we have brought the tale down from sire to
son.

26277, Do you know in what year the 93rd (or Sutherland) Highlanders
were first raised and embodied?—1 cannot exactly tell the year; but it is
a thing which is generally known.—Ree. N V. Mackay.  About 1800,

27278. The Buotherland Highlanders were raised and embodied in
1800 ; that was before the great clearances —Yes.

27279, Can you tell me whether there had been clearances hefore that
on the Mackay estate t—XNo, I don’t think it. There were no clearances
of any note before that.

27280. The great clearances tock place some years subsequent to the
embodiment of the 33rd regiment.  Are you able, of your ewn knowledge,
to state that there were some or many recruits for that regiment raised in
Strathnaver t—Oh, yes; and a great many in Assynt. [ mind of more
than 40 pensioners in my younger days being paid in this parish ; and
now I guestion if there are two.

27281. Can you tell me where any record of this suppused assurance
can be found ; whether in any co-temporary book or newspaper it i3 men-
tioned that this suppesed assurance had been given by the proprietor of
the Sutherland estate, or by the Mackay or Reay family 7—It was by the
commissioners of the then Marchioness of Stafford, but she was not
resident then,

27282, You state that this alleged assurance was given by the com-
missioners of the Countess about the time the regiment was raized in
1800 11t was the general talk from sire to son sines I recollect, and I
have seen some of the soldiers when they came Loms going to the stances
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where their fathers had lived and shedding tears, and saying they would
go and pull down Dunrobin Castle. I have no assurance that there was
an exact statement made by the Marchioness of Stafford.

27283, That is on interesting point, and I should like to get any
co-temporary evidence of it written at the time %—I bave no document to
testify to that, at Jeast, not within my reach.

27284. It is a tradition of the country%—1Itis a general tradition of
the country.

27285. Which you believe to be well founded #—¥es, I mind of the
men to whom the promise was made.

27286. And they stated they had taken service on tkat understanding ?
—On that understanding alone, and any man who had not a son to go
on that understanding was paying £40 to get a man.

27287. You nean that besides this understanding, the relatives were
receiving a bounty of £40 +—No ; the tenants who wished that their scns
should not go paid £40. My grandfather had only one som, and he
would not aliow him to go away, and he paid £40. They tried to get
him enrolled again, and he said his man was killed in the army; my
uncle said he was killed already, and if it had not been for that he would
have been taken out a second time,

27288. But was the £40 paid to the proprietor, and did the proprietor
purchase a substitute —He purchased = substitute.

27289. Or did the man himself who was to be exempted purchase the
substitute —The recruiting serceant got the substitute.

27290, Tut that was not a legal claim upon the tenant 1—No, it was not
a legel claim ; they paid it voluntarily when they would not allow their
BODS AWAY.

27291. I would be much obliged to you if you could furnish me with
any co-temporary document or evidence illustrative of thisalleged contract
between the proprietor and the men ™I shall make my utmost endeavour,
and I have no doubt it could be got in the county of Sutherland.

27292, You have spoken of the desirability of establishing a fishing
class distinct from the crofting class, iz that a suggestion founded upon
your own opioion, or is it & suggestion which you think weuld be
acceptable to, and approved of by the people of the country generaliy 21
do think it would be approved of by the people gencrally in the country.,
I have suggested it two or three times since I came to the parish, and
they were all approving of the scheme, and I know from my own experi-
ence it wonld prove very produetive, and of benefit to the place.

27293. When you say a distinct fishing class should be established, do
you mean that these fishermen and their families thould have no land
attached to their cottages at allt—He would be a fisherman in this
country, but would not have a cow’s grass; but there are a great many
cottars who have no privilege at all unless they get it from others, and I
have seen them, before this 10s. came in, pulling down their houses, and
the fishermen would be very glad to get the stones of the houses.

27294. Do you think yourself these cottages should have a cow’s grass
and 2 garden or a yard attached to them +—1I think so, in a place so far
away from conveniences.

27295. Supposing a man had a cow’s grass how would he support the
cow in winter without a field to raise hay or corn upon —He would need
to have an acre of land.

27296. But the acre would oot keep the cow and feed it in winter—
They would need to do their best. The acre I referred to would be for
winter provender.

27297. But he must have the right of pasture for the cow, an acre for
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provender, and potato ground !—He would do better without potato
ground ; it would be far better for him to apply bis time to fishing.

27298. Alittle kail yard ?—That takes in the grazing of a cow.

27399, A cottage, grazing for the cow, and a fiekl to raise provender
for the cow's winter keep—what do you thick would be a reasonable rent
for such an establishment for a fisherman +—1I am not able to say. That
all lies with the proprietor's maunager to say. In some places it would be
worth double what it would be in other places.

37300, It would be worth a good deal in Greenock 3—Yes, it would,
I am paying £300 rent, aud I have not three yards of spare ground,

27301, Professor Mackinnon.~-1 suppose it was the belief all over the
country side, that this arrangement was made about the soldiers who went
away —Yes.

27302. And the money payment you adduce as further proof that
the belief was well founded +—Yes,

27303. The payment of the money is produced as mors substantial
evidence that the arrangement was made then, than the mere belicf with
regard to the people who did not pay. If you did net providea man you
had to pay £40 7—Or we would be threatened to be removed.

27304, When you said they paid that £40 voluntarily you meant that
otherwise they would have to go +—7Yes, just that.

27305. Do you think there can be any man found in the country who
peid the £407—No,

27308. Or the son of any one +—No, they are all dead and gone now,
the old pensioners are dead and gone.

27307, You said there were forty pensioners in the parish when you
were young, but there ars now only two +—If there are two there are no
more, There is one, Kenneth MLeod.

27308, This is a large stock which you say was held by the ecrofters
in the old times }—Yes, a fine stock

27309. What is the best evidence that can be had of that nowi-—
There are people living to this day who can testify to that ; children of
men who were removed.

27310. Do you know if it was a common custom in this parish, that
the large farmer had a whole stretch of country, and bad small crofters
under him +—Yes.

27311, Would there be any of these sub-tenants who would liave such
s stock +—No.

37312, These you have mentioned held their land direet from the
proprietor +--Yes,

27313. Apd they were scattered all over the country?—TYes, from
Aultnancealgach to Stoer Head.

27314. You have no idea of the rent that was paid for this average
croft of which you speak =—No. In the upper reaches of the parish it
was by the merks that the lands were held. Five, six, seven, eight, and
ten and twelve merks, I think the old merk came from the north, the
merk Seoteh, Downabout Clachtoll in these days they were only paying
from £25 to £30 of rent. But when 'the sheep system came into vogue
that raised the land—J3s. 6d. worth to £1; and shertly after that again,
when they could not pay that it came down to 1D5s. a merk, and it is still
at that I suppose.

27315, If there was a disposition to restore the ¢ld condition of things,
do you think it would be practically possible to do it in this parish to-:
day *--Yes, and there is not another county in Scotland better adapted for
small crofting than the county of Sutherland, with its enorinous ocean
wealth, and rivers and lakes, and its natural harbours ; its railroads zre
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lying dormant which would give a great return to the house of Suther-
land, if the land had been cultivated and inkabited as it might and
should have heen.

27316. There is no use in asking you whether that should be done T—
Ne, for that has been my heiief for 20 years.

27317. Couditions of life have been changed since 1800, how would
you menage the education of the people if they were saattered abont 3—1I
think this is the worst system of eduncation that ever came to the High-
lands. In my younger days the parish schools would, I think, prove
better.

27318. But supposing the people are in the small communities they
were in fifty years agoT—Do as they did in those days—get a school-
master and pay him themselves, But that would not do now; schools
are more fashionabie than they were then.

27319, You think the education could be manzged +—Yes, there iz no
mistake about it

27320. They would have very far to go to church #—They ¢ould soon
make churches,

27321. Would it be reasonable to expeet that there are a considerable
number of peuvple in the place, who by their own means, or assistance
from {riends, eould put the necessary stock upon such places?—XNot
to-day; I believe not. DBut thirty-six years ago, when a petition was
sent to the Duke of Sutherland, therz were men in this parish who could
have taken up the whole parich had it become vacant. But in 1847 or
1848, three ship-loads—the flower of the country, the most courageous
men—emigrated to America, when they saw the deaf ear the Duke gave
them. In 18536 a petition was sent to the commissioner, a copy of which
I have here.

27322, Do you remember quite well that, before the potato disease,
there were among the crofting community a considerable number who had
means !—I do. I remember when a man with an ordinary-sized family,
would not buy more than three or four bolls of meal in the season.

27323. And was that the remains of the larger meauns they bad before
the clearances +—The land was in better condition then. After forty
years of working, land loses its virtue greatly,

27324, How would yon propose that these places should be stocked 3
The only way I would propose, would be tbat when Ardvar falls out of
lease, the Duke should advertise it, and on getting a suitable number to
take it up at a reasonable price, that he should cut it up to the ordivary
gize—if he could get men able and willing to take i1t up. Then when
ancther farm falls out, young men at home and abroad would be prepared
and would help their friends to do the same. Not saying that anything
of the kind was to take place in one or two years, but when the farms
had fallen out of lease. And if the Duke coxld not get anybody to take
them up, he would not be to blame.

27325, You think if a beginning were made, and there was a reason-
able belief that it would be continued, young men would take that view ?
—7Yes, eagerly, There are three men belonging to Assynt who could
launch out the capital the Sutherland family themselves put upon it. 1
don’t say that they are in Scotland, but I would get them over the quarters
of the globe.

97326. T hope men of tbe ecrofting class?—Yes, of the crofting
class.

27327, How would you propose that the rent should be fized for this
small farm or large croft I—I won't say anything about that ; I was ncver
a tiller of the soil.
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27328. As a mere matter of theory 7—Well the rent should be fxed
according to the stock it would keep. '

37329, Who would fix it; would you leave that to the proprietor 7—
Not altogether.

97330, As a matter of fact, at present, where it is left to the pro-
prietor, one cannot complain #—No; and T think it is no pleasure or
advantage to a proprietor to have his tenantry too heavily rented. I
think the greatest fortune a proprietor ever had, was a peaceable and
happy tenantry who could pay their rents.

27331. Would you give them leases #—Yes, perpetual leases; and if
their land should be required for any other particular purpose give them
compensation for their improvements,

27332, You mean that the rent, once fized, should never be altered at
all?—I would not say that; times might change. Great c¢langes have
taken place since last century, and before another greater changes may
take place. Say I was taking a piece of land at Bs. an acre; in twenty
years & man would say it was worth 153, Now, that extra 10s. is the
tenants’ property and that of his family, because it is the result of their
labour, and T dou't ses it is proper and just that that 10s. should go at
the end of the twenty years, into the proprietor's pockets. Compensation
should be given for the improvements, and the ground should staud at its
original rent, or if any reaction came on property, to make the lund more
valuable, raise it in a small proportion. I know, in this country, men
who have become eripplad, and have lost their legs and hands improving
their father’s lots. In improving land, there is great risk that a man
who is helping his parents might break his arm or his leg.

27333. You would admit it to be reasonable that a slight rise might
be made in the rent occasionally }—Yes, say every fifty years.

27334, But securing the ontlay the tenant may have incurred —Yes.

27335. Sir Kenneth Markenzie —Do you think the people of the
Highlands are likely to make good fishermen ¢—XNo better out ; you know
that, Sir Kenneth, by experience.

27336. Being a native of this district you probably know the village
of Ullapool 1—~Yes, to my cost, some time ago. In former days fish were
taken out of the loch, but things have changed, and they ave taking
herrings and fish now, half-way between here, and say, thirty miles away,

27337. Ullapool is a harbour, and not further away from the fishing
ground than Storneway, is it+—It is not a place for fishing now; but
supposing there was s small village at Stoer, or Gairloch Head, near a
fishing ground, it would be very beneficial, and curers would come there
to buy fish.

27338. I don't think you realise how far the fisherman go to the
grounds, Now-a-days the fishermen of Stornoway go thirty or forty
miles, Can they not reach the same ground from Ullaposl?#—Yes; Ullapuol
is a very inconvenient place for early fishermen, The Sound of Henda
i3 a suitable place, and make the island of Handa a stance for the fish-
ing village.

27339. There are good natural harbours on the Ross coast? Do you
know any place where people could make a good living by fishing, as the
east coast men do?—Not to-day; but I have seen the day in some of the
townships here, when there were twelve houses of cottars over and above
the tenants, and each of them that paid attention to the fishing, was
equally if not better off than those who had land, because they devoted
their whole attention to the fishing.

27340. But these fishermen want something besides a harbour, they
want capital to procure large boats and tackle —Yes, B
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27341. How would they get them 9—I think they would get support
here and there for that, and repay the money again,

27342, You think the curers would advance the money I—T think so.

27343. And do you think they could work their way out of the curers’
debt I--T think they could.

27344 What is wanted is to induce the curers to establish them-
selves I—I think so; and I think Stoer Head is a good place. They
could lift herring much nearer at Stoer Head than Storneway, but there
iz no place here for them.

27345, What is required at Stoer Head to induce curers to go there
—A quay that would contain 200 or 300 large boats.

27346, That is a quay with a breakwater —Yes, the people of the
place say it is a suitable stance, and in the middle of wiater they could
run out anywhere,
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27347. Would it not be very costly to make such a quay and break. .

water —[t would, no doubt.
27348. What number of boats would fisk from i, if it were erected —
No quay should be built for less than 300 boats.

27349. Still it would be a specunlation, would it not 2—It would be a
good one, I think.

27350, But it is a question whether it would succeed or not —Tt would.

27351. Would it not be a large outlay as a speculation +—7Yes, but it
might give good revenue. The curers all pay for the stances of the boats
and pay so muck for harbour accormmodation, as there is no other place—

. there is no harbour accommoedation without paying.

27352. Apart from the question of revenue, it would be a great
benefit if poverty could be relieved ; but it would be almest necessary to
puint out cases of success in fishing by people resident here &—But the
want of success in this country is owing te the want of the like of that.

27353. Mr Cameron.-—You said that from your conversation and
acquaintance with the pecple here, you had reason to believe they approve
of this scheme of yours? That a portion of them should oceupy the
ground in the vicinity of the =es for carrying on the fishing and nothing
else —Yes, I am distinctly of opinicn, according to their cenversation,
that they would be agreeable to that.

27354, With regard to the number of stock kept by the people in
former times, where did you get those figures 7—From my aunts, and
cousing, and uacles, They told me that in bad seasons, they, perhaps,
lost twelve or fourtzen of their cattle in one winter, and that would not
injure their stock—they just had stock as well a3 ever.

27355. Have you eny written record to show the number of stock
kept by the people in former times *—2XNo,

27356. You got that entirely by tradition #—Yes, and from some
living who have seen it. Of course it was not in my day—I don’t mind
of it—but there are some alive who do mind of it.

27357. Do you think any record of the kind exists in the offices of the
Sutherland estates?—1 don't think there would be any record of the
stock of the people; but T don’t know.

27358, Would there be any means of arriving at some accurate
knowledge 7 The only means would be, just to get the Sutherland books
of those times. -

97339, What became of the stock at the time of these evictions ! was
it taken at valuation 2—No, they just sold them aa they best could. A
great many of them teok too heavy of their stock to the small holdings, and
lost the benefit of their stock by that. ‘They did not like to part with
their stock, those who wished to keep them. 5
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27360. When I asked the Hev. Mr lackay about the offer which it
was stated had been made by the crofters to the Duke of Sutherlaud, to
take the farm which was out of lease, you handed me some papers;
would yon hand them to me again#—¢To (George Loch, Esq., Commis-
¢ sioner to His Grace the Duke of Sutherland,—The respectfunl Memorial
¢ of the undersigned inbabitants of Assynt, Humbly sheweth, that your
¢ memorialists are informed that the farm in Assynt lately ocenpied by
¢ the deceased Mr Gunn, is advertised to be let. That your memorialists
¢ are gratefully aware of your desire to improve and benefit the tenautry
¢ of his Grace, of whose anxious desire for their welfare, they are also
¢ deeply and grate®-lly sensible; and with such a feeling they now
¢ venture to address you, as his Grace’s commissioner, in the anxious and
¢ hopeful desire that you will give a favourable consideration to the
¢ present petition, that they be allowed to rent the said farm, in such
¢ proportions and ab such a valuation as may be considered fair, your
¢ memorialists binding themselves to improve the land, and to submit to
¢ gll the regulations of the estate. Your memorialists are confilent that
'if you shall see fit to agree to this proposal, it would greatly tend to
* enconrage and advance the people of the district, and much increase that
¢ devoted attachment to the noble house of Sutherland, which has ever
‘been the glory of the people whom Providence has placed under his
¢ Grece.—Weo are, Sir with great respect, your very obedient servaunts.’
The reply to this is contained in a letter by Mr Loch to My M‘Iver, of
which the following is a copy -—* Uppat, Sept. 9, 1858, —Dear Sir, soon
¢ after arriving here from the West Coast, I received by post, a petition
¢ signed by ninety-two persons, inkabitants of Assynt, requesting that the
¢ sheep farm of Achmore be divided amongst them, in such proportions
¢and at sach a valpation as may be considered fair. 1 now desire to
¢ send the Duke’s answer to this, but there is a difficulty in knowing to
‘whom the reply should be addressed. It is wsually in my power to
¢ address my answer to petitions, to the individual whose name Is signed
! first, by whom it may be communicated to the others. This course,
¢ however, cannot be followed in the present instance, as the petitioners
‘ belong to thirteen or fourteen different townships, some of which are
¢ divided from each other by considerable distances. If the paper
¢ actually received the signatures in Assynt, they must bave .been
¢ collected by some ome who took the trouble of going round to each
¢ district to cobtain them. T should have been glad, had this opportunity
*been afforded me, to place myself in communieation with any one so
¢ much interested in the prayer of this petition, as to take this active part
‘in promoting it, but as it came to me in a blank cover, T am preveuted
* doing s0, and must address this answer to you, with a request that you
¢ will furnish the petitioners with a copy of it. Their application has
‘ been considered by the Duke of Sutherland, and I am divected by his
¢ Grace to express the regret he feels that it should be one with which he
¢ eannot comply. He desires me at the same time to state the satisfaction
¢ and pleasure given him, by the expressions of attachment towards himself,
¢ which the petition contains. Those who sign this paper, do the Duke
* o more than justice, in attributing to him an anxious desire to promote
¢ the welfar. of all who live on his estate; it has ever been the leading
¢ aim and vljec: of his life, steadily followed ont with untiring persever-
¢ ance, and rewarded with very great success. I am much obliged to the
¢ petitioners for their kind expressions towards myself, but I cannot
f recommend to the Duke’s favourable consideration, an arrapgement such
“asg that sought by this petition, for it could not be attended by
¢ advantage or success.—I am, dear Sir, yours faithfully. Grorce Locr.’
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27361. Was no reason given at all for his Grace’s not complying with
the request, except this letter —Nothing more was known about it.

97362, Did the crofters who asked to bave this farm make any
susgestion as to the process by which they would take the stock which
was then on the farm F—XNo,

27363. 1 suppose there was s sheep stock on the farm '—Yes, sheep
alone,

27364. Do you know what it would be worth —XNo.

27365, Do you know about the numbers of the sheep?—I cannot
exactly say, perhaps about 4000 to 5000, if not more.

27366, Do you think that the crofters were in a position at that time
to take that stock in the usual way at a valmation +—They could tax
them, and make money of any part of it that they did not require.

37367. The value of the stock would be much less than at the present
time +—TIt would be one-half.

27368. But even at that rate, do you think the crofters could have
found the mooey, or got security to give the out-going tenant for the
stock 7—1I cannot say; but one thing is sure, there would have been ne
diffieulty in making money of the sheep and giving it to him of any
overplus they did not require ; because I should say one-half the stock
would have done them, with black cattle.

27369, And you think they would have sold one-half the stock &t once
and put on their own biack cattle fo supply the place of the sheep +—Yes,
that is what they would need to do.

27370. Are you aware whether it is the practice on the estate of the
Duke of Butherland that the out-going tenant is allowed the valuation of
his stock +—1 know that. It is the practice of all Highland estates, or
most of them,

27371. You think it would be much easier to make those arrangements
suggested to us since we came to Sutherland if that rule had not existed 1
—Yeos,

27372. The regulation which is extant in the Highlands that the out-
poing tenant has a right to valuation for his stock must interfere
considerably with our making such alterations as have been com-
municated to us by the crofters—that is to say, give the sheep farm to the
crofters —Yes, but that would not be a stumbling-block now-a-days, and
even Auchmore farm if it were put down for tenants to-day and the
stock sold at the market, I question if the incoming tenant would lose
more than £100 by it.

27373. Would not that depend on the valuation 3—They would sell at
high prices.

27374, And would not the valuation be equally high—Of course it
would but nothing but what they could make.

27375. If the crofters were to get the sheep farm they would like to
put part sheep and part cattle upon it—to put what they like upon
it. Under the present system of valuations they would be hurdered with
the stock which they would be obliged to take over from the out-going
tenant. Would not that form a great difficulty in the way—A great
difficulty.

27376. Can you point any way oub of that difficulty —Yes ; that is
what T would propose, to sell the stock in the markes, and it might
diminish £100 or £200 on the 4000 or 5000, the tenants would be at
that loss. There might he a difference hetween the valuation and the
market price to that extent.

27377. And would the tenants like that loss +—They would need to
expect some loss ; they would not get everything their own way.
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97378, You said outside help might be given to the crofters to stock
their farms +—Well, T am very delicate to say they would get Government
mouney.

27379, Do you think any wealthy persons in America would do it?
Are you aware there is a wealthy man in the state of Nevada an owner
of silver mines 7—7Yes, a namesake of my own,

97380. Do you think you could induce him for the sake of the name
to come forward and help the crofters +—Yes,

27381, The Chairman.—Do you think the valuators would value the
stock lower because they had a feeling in favour of crofters coming into
the farm ¢—1I question that. I do not know whether they would or not;
but one thing I would like to see would be the Duke condescending to
come to that point to meet the tenants so far, that stocking would be the
only stumbling-block.

27382, Do you think if the Duke showed an inclination to make an
experiment of the nature you refer %o, it would be received with great
gratitude by the whole community +—1I do; T am firmly of that opinion,
and have been for many a year.

27383, Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—~You have taken a great interest in
matters connccted with the Highlands and your own county for many
years 1—Yes,

27384. Where were you educated %—Tn this Louse.

27385. Have you from your position in Greenock, been able to push
on a large number of Iighlanders who have applied to yout—Yes,
Highlanders are very warm to each other in that way.

27386. And although you have heen so many years out of the country
you have been closely connected with the Highlands +—Very much so.

27387. It has been stated, in other places, that the agitation which is
now so prevalent with regard to the acquisition of land is quite modern,
and has been fomented. Is it your opinion that it is of modern growih?
—Yes, so far; in 1874 T asked QGrieve in Greenock if he would be
inclined to support an inquiry into the conditions under which the
landlords got the land off the Crown.

27388. The wish of the people to get back to their old places is not
2 modern one ¥—No ; although this movement is modern, as you kunow,

27389, And you yourself nearly ten years ago, moved in the matter t—
Yes, and the following year [ went to Inverness

27390. As an illustration of the desire of the people to get the large
farms reduced you have referred to two cases, the one in 1846 and the
other in 1859 +—Yes,

27391. How did you fall in with this copy of the reply to the petition
—It was sent to the first name cn the petition from Mr M‘Iver's offico
by the ground officer, and William Matheson was the first who came to
me as L was the writer of the petition, and when Mr Loch regretted that
the writer did not put himself in communication with him, I wrote
another letter giving him my name and address, to make any inquiry of
me he might wish,

27392. You received this letter from Mr Mathieson 7—Ves ; the ground

officer of the parish went personally to Mathieson with it, and Mathie-
son came to me.

27393. This letter is a longish one +—Yes.

27394. And I rather think the only reference to the petition in this long
letter is in these words: Their application has been considered by the
‘ Duke of Sutherland, and T am directed by his Grace to express the regret
* he feels that it should be one with which he cannot comply.’” There is a
good deal about the duty and attachment to the house of Sutherland 1—
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Yes, sweet words to please the people; of cowrse they would need
something to butter them while refusing the request,

27395. Mr Loch says it is his Grace’s ‘anxious desire to promote the
¢ welfare of all who live on his estate, it has ever been the leading aim
¢ and object of his life, steadily followed out with untiring perseverance,
¢ and rewarded with very great suceess’ What did he mean by saying
¢ it has heen rewarded with very great success’ %—1 cannot point to one
case of success regarding crofters that he could make any reference to, on
this side of the county of Sutherland.

27396. Are the people of Sutherland within your recolleetion as poor
now as ever they were i—Poorer than ever I recollect them to have been.
‘When Mr M‘Iver came to this estate the inhabitants of this district were
worth in courage and means fifty per cent. more than they are to-day.

27397. They are generally very poor I—Yes.

27398, Is it also s fact that the population of the county, and
particularly of these parishes here, has decreased considerably +—1I cannot
gay ; I am twenty-two years out of the place, and for the statistics of the
‘county I cannot speak.

* 27399, But it is a fact V1 suppose it is a fact.

27400. Can the administration of an estate be said to be a ©great
success' when aflter fifty years the result is increased poverty among the
people and decreased population—ean that be said to be a ‘great
success’ +—No.

27401. You stated that, in your younger days, there were some forty
pensioners or thereabout $—Yes.

27403. Had these pensioners any other privilege besides that of being
pensioners -~ No ; and I remember some who were paid off at 4d. & day,
but by the influence of some gentlemen who were coming to the fishing
here, they got their pensions increased before their death.

27403. You are aware that in those days the period of service before
you got any pension was very considerable—VYes,

27404. So that in point of fact, some of those who were in this way
here may have been twenty years in the service +—XNo, not twenty years.
Those who were paid off had small pensions, and they got paid according
to the time; but after conversation with those gentlemen who were
coming here they got something more.

27405. You are speaking of the pensions of these who were paid off
after the battle of Waterloo —Yes ; and thoese who wanted off on certain
conditions.

27406. One of the greab tests of the improvement of the country is
increased cultivation, is it not —Yes, of course, it is.

27407. Taking in land and developing it to the uttermost +—Yes.

27408. Increasing the value of the cattle upon it and so on +—7VYes,
increasing the produce of the soil and the resources of the country gener-
ally.
27409. What benefit to the county was the introduction and constitu-
tion of large sheep farms in Sutherland 1—It was no benefit to the
eountry at all; I don’t think that for a moment. To-day I think they
say it was the greatest mistake that ever was committed on the estate.
The land has deteriorated in value, and won't give the same crop of sheep
as it used to do. If this shooting system had not come into vogue these
gentlemen would get very little rents for sheep,

27410. When the sheep farm is out of lease and nobody comes forward
what is its fate—forest %—Yes, when not given to small tenants.

27411, But there is no reason why it should not 1 think not,

27412, Tn most casesi—In most cases,
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27413. How long has Assynt been in the possession of the Sutherland
family 2— I think about 200 years.

27414, So that the family must be held responsible for everything,
done in this parish in this century %— Yes, they bought this parish off an
individual whose right to sell it I guestion.

27415. Was that a person of the name of Macdonald 3—No, Lady
Mackenzie.

27416, Was there a man named Macdonald hereabont 3—That man
had nothing to do with the estate. He had only 2 house and garden
from the company who owned UllapooL

Rev. Davip WiLriamson, Minister of Assynt (84)—examined.

97417, Mr Cameron.—How long have you been a minister in this
parish 7—Thirty-four years. I came in the year 1849

27418, Arc you a native of this country +—No.

27419. Where do you originally come from9%—TFrem the parish of
Cromarty.

27420. Can you tell us anything about the relative condition of the
people now and when you first came to this parish 7—T don’t think [ can
give any information in regard to the difference in their condition, They
are much the same.

27421, Do youn thick there is more poverty now than there was in
former times +—1I reatly cannot say ; I am not much acquainted with the
erofters of the parish. They are all along the coast, and [ live in the
middle of the eountry,

27422, Are there no crofters in your neighbourhood +— Only one, and
he is on the glebe. He came there in 1848, when the place was vacant,
and tock possession of the place his mother-in-law had, and then he took
it without any leave from anyonme. When I came I found him there, and
he has been since then an opposition minister, and holds meetings. He
wished me not to turn him off, and I said I did not want to interfere
with him.

27423. Are you not in a position to say anything about the condition
of the crofters on the coast +—No.

27424, Do you think they are fond of fishing?—T don’t know that
they are fond of fishing in general, but they don’t care for any fishing
almost except the herring fishing.

27425. Do you think they would be disposed to do more in the way
of fishing if they got more assistance —Perhaps they would, they are
not supposed to care very much about fishing. There are fishermen who
came from the Fast Coast, here in summer, and other parts of the year,
and they take home a great quantity of fish—a great deal of value ; but
the natives, I understand—I don’ speak positively—don’t make ruuch
in that way.

27426. But people on the East Coast make a great deal of money. Do
you think the people here are inclined to show as much enterprise, or
more, in respect to fishing than when you came to the parish %I cannot
&aY.

37427. Are you a member of the School Board 7—Net this present
board. T retired in order to prevent a contest, and I have been allowed
to be out since.

27428, Do you wish to say anything on the state of the education of
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the people in the parish +—The education previous to the operation of the
present Act went on very well in the parish. We had society schools and
assembly schools, and I don't know but the education then was to some
extent more advantageous; there were more good schools, but the educa-
tion was not so general,

27429, Is the parish pretty well supplied with schools now in the
more remote distriets 7—Yes, edueation has now reached all, except a fow
familier of gamekeepers and shepherds, and families of that sort.

27430, Professor Muckinnon.—You were perfectly acquainted, before
you came to this parisk, with an inland parish in Inverness-shire 7—Yes.

27431. Was there a considerable erofting community in that parish +—
Not a large community of erofters, it was a mixed lot of farmers that
was there. There was ome proprietor there, who had most of the pro-
perty in his own hands—Mr Fraser—and he had a few crofters.

27432, Were the crofts there larger or smaller than here ?—My im-
pression is that they were larger

27433. And the farms sinaller 7—Yes, and of a mixed kind. Thers
were two or three—mostly of middle size, paying £40 or £50. It wasa
different community from that in this country altogether. Here we have
only two elasses, the erofters and the large farmers; but there there was
a mixed population.

27434, And here there is a great gulf between the two —Yes, and that
is the great evil in any country. There is little ambition to better their
circumstances, whereas if there were different classes in the parish, the spirit
amongst the young men would be very different. What we want here is
ambition on the part of the young people to befter themselves. I was
always anxious to make the people discontented with their position ; to
get education as much as possible in order to make them try to better
their circumstance, and not to be contented with the miserable living
they have in this country ; and sometimes parents found fault with me
for being anxious to give schooling to their children. But that is long
ago, and I suppose it is not s0 now. That was the only want we had
those times, that the education was always voluntarily given.

27436. Do you think there were better scholars then than now 21—

Yes,
27436, And all the good scholars went away +—VYes, that is what we
wanted. :

27437. And did well —Yes, and did well

97438, They had plenty of capacity, and plenty of ambition T—Ves,
I wanted the people to have ambition equal to their capacity, for cer-
tainly, taking them altogether, they are possessed of superior intellect
in my opinion.

27439, And you wanted them to go away because there was no means
of exercising that capacity you consider, at home —Yes.

97440, The desire of the people themselves is to get that at home ; do
you think that is practicable I—1I don’t think it. If they got small hold-
ings of £10 or £12 it would be far beiter than the present system, but
gtill it would be a poor thing.

27441, Do you think such a community could be established as there
was in Boleskine, of farms from £1¢ or £50 to £100 —I don't see any
objection to that. )

97443, Yon wounld get a mixed community then?—Yes, I thinkso; I
think that is practicable.

97443, And if it were practicable at all, it would be very desirable?
—Yes, very, in a country that was suited for sheep farms. Tt is not
easy to have small sheep farms ; a sheep farn: must be a large one, having
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a great variety of pasture, so that they can put all kinds of stock upon
it—wedders and swes and so forth, Small sheep farms in this country
are not so easily managed ; and then there is little arable land inm the
country generally. But if a proprietor were to set about it in earnest T
think he could manage it to his own profit.

27444 You think it would not only be for the benefit of the people,
but to the profit of the proprietor?%—7Yes, anl there is another view T
have taken of these farms, When there is a large farm requiring
£10,000 to stock it, very few people who would apply for it care about
farming ; but they bhave so much money which they would like to lay

“out that way. But if you had it in small farms of £100 to £150, there

would be a great number of people in the country—men who would
work the farms themselves—iwho would have money and would wish to
take them up. I think the large farm system is an evil in this way, that
it requires so much capital. And the proprietor would get more rent
for 2 middle class of farms than for larze farms ; that is my idea.

27445. You think there would be a greater number of bidders 3—Yes,
and for the large farms there are not many bidders.

27446, I suppose if there are not so many good scholars there are a
greater number of children now receiving education }—Yes, they are
compelled ; but there are not so many good scholars.

27447, Could both systems be combined with profit }—I think so;
but in the old school system we taught the clever ones, and sometimes, I
have no doubt, neglected the careless ones, and let them shif$ for them-
selves.

27448, And now you have given a trial to the other system +—Yes, '

27449, Ard the stupid are to have their day +—Yes, to be sure,

Arexaxper M‘Leop, Unapool (68)—examined.

27450, Sir Kenneth Mackenzie.—Have you a statement to make -
When the township of Unapool was cleared sixteen families were removed
to a corner which is not more than a mile broad. TFive families paid
rent, but they have not had a sheep for the last 65 years. There are
four families who do not pay rent at all.  They have very nearly stripped
the whole surface of the land for peats and divots that are required ; it
is almost all bare now. Five families are paying rent and four not.

27451. What became of the other seven families?—Some went to
America, some fo varicus other places and some went to the Reay
country.

87453, Are the Unapool people fishers now $—Yes, they follow
fishing.

27453. Is it oub of the seg they take their living I—Yes.

37454. Have they boats of their own, or do they work as bhired men ?
—They had ‘boats of their own, and they also go as hired men. They
have no boats now ; they used to.

27455, How is it they have no boata of their own?—The fishing at
Lewis and Wick went back and got worse, and so they found themselves
unable to follow the fishing with profit in their own boats. They were
losing all the proceeds of the fishing.

27456, Used you to prosecute the cod and ling ﬁshmg when you had
boats of your own —No,

27457, Would it not pay you if you had boats to fish cod and ling?—
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Isaw a boat belonging to Culkin that was follnwing the eod and ling
fishing, but they had to give it up ; it did not suceecd,

27458. Did they go far to sea &—Ten or twelve miles out to sea.

27459, Do you think it possible that the fishing can be prosecuted
to advantage on this coast at present?—Perhaps some years they might
succced—some might. There is no doubt some of the Lewis people
come quite close to this shore prosecuting the herring fishing,

27460. You don't think the herring fishing would be a safe trade to
depend upon as a source of livelihood 7 XNo,

27461, Ia it more land that you and the people of Unapool desire +—
What we want would be to get a strip of the place where we were, if such
were the good will of the proprietors or the Commissioners.

27462. Do you rent land 7—7Yes,

37463. Is it hill land that is spoiled by taking divots and peats from
it —Yes, the pasture land,

27464, And the additional strip you want, is it pasture or arable
land +—Of course the land most adjacent to iz would be the land most
convenient for us, and whether arable land or not it is the most we
could get.

27465, Is there arable land near #—Yes, quite near.

27466, What extent of arable land do you think would suffice for s
person in your position #—I might have a difficulty in paying the rent for
1t until T got it well stocked and that ; but the more land the easier it
would be for me to pay the rent.

27467. In the meantime, situated as you are now, how much land
would it be to your advantage to take—what could you afford to take 7—
As much as would support 150 sheep between the five, and two or
three cows.

27468, What rent would that be worth as rents go?—The rent
should be much about the same as all over the country ; but there is no
place so poor as our place.

27469. If you got as much land as would enable you to keep this
stock, what rent do you think it would be worth +—&£6 or £7 each.

27470. What do you propose should be done with the four cottars 1—
Just give them land as we get ourselves.

27471, And is there land adjacent to the farm which would be
sufficient for their agricultural purposes +—Plenty of it. The lease will
be out next year.

27472, Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.~—Were you pretty comfortable before
this, or was it befere your time that these people were put into this place?
—My forefathers were there, but my younger days were not spent there,
my next neighbour, who has come along with me, was at the cleaving of
the place.

27473. Did you hear if your father and grandfather were in good
eircumstances when they were there 7—They were ; they had full stock
and had saved money-—plenty of it

27474, Was not the placing of these people upon this place and the
taking away so much of its land, dooming the remainder to perpetual
poverty §—Yes.
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MuorpocH MAcDoNALD, residing with his aunt and working her crofts,
Kaockan (33)—examined,

27475, Mr Fraser-Mackintosh,—Were you elected a delegate to come
here 1—Yes,

27476, How many people were present +—All the tenaunts except one,
they met in the church at Elphin,

27477. How many tenants are there altogether I —Fifteen in Knockan
and eighteen in Elphin—thirsy-three altogether; fifteen cottars and
palupers.

27478. What is the total population—upwards of 1009-—Yes.

97479. What did the people there authorize you to say +—(1) That
there are tco many of them for the land they have in Knockan and
Elphin ; (2) Too many lots divided for other families ; {3} Death rent
increased ; (4) Incoming tenants paying arrears of outgoing tenants,
if any ; (5) No encouragement offered to them for improvement ; (6) No
valuation for the houses on leaving ; (7) No lease or fixity of tenure of
land ; (8) More land is required for cultivation, as it is getting poor with
continnal farming ; (9) No labour of any kind And we would like to
get club stock by Government money.

27480. We have been told that some twenby years ago, there was an
attempt at eviction of these townships #—Yes.

27481, Was the same number of people there then as there is now +—
No.

27482, They have rather increased I—Yes.

27483, To any great extent - Yes.

27484. How is that ; is it from the natural increase of the townships,
or that the people were put in &=—Tut in.

27485. How many bave been put in there since twenty years?—I
cannot go back that far, hut T mind of four ar five myself.

27486, Four or five families I—Yes.

27487, Did they get a sharve of the crofts or were flhey simply putin as
cottars —As cottars and crofters ; the crofts were divided and subdivided.

27488, By whose authority *—>Mr M‘Iver or the ground officer.

27489, Then these increases wers against the wish of the possessors?
—Yes.

27490. And it is in consequence of these increases that you are now
conplaining you are too crowded ¢—Yes,

27491. Was any land taken from yout—Not to my knowledge.

27492. You have no leases as I understand +—XNo,

27493, What is about the largest rent now paid on the townshipi—
£11.

27494. Have you a good deal of hill pasture 7 -Yes.

27495. Is it good +—Pretty fair.

27496. Supposing the number of families had been left as they were
twenty years ago, at the time they were threatened to be put out, was
there enough of land for them +They would have had a better
chance,

27497, TIs there any place near at hand where the surplus population
eould be sent to +—Lead beg, part of forest.

27498, Was it at one time under ecrofters t—Yes.

27499, Is there some old cultivation there }—Yes.

27500. And is it convenient to Knockan and Elphin ¢—Just quite
close, marching with them.

27501, Could thai be leaged without their removing from their preseut
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houses #—Not very handily, but it could be done if the place were fenced ;
it marches with their ground,

27502, Is that a forest of old standing +—No, it was made two years
ago.

27503, There were people removed out of it at one time +—Yes.

27504. So that it was first under crofters, then under sheep, and now
it is under deer —Yes.

27505. What will be the next stage?—I hope it will be crofters
again,

27506. Do you think that would be the best adaptation of it 7T have
1o doubt of it.

27507. Doth for the people and the land +—No doubt.

27608, Professor Mackinnon.—The townships are pretty near each
other #—Yes.

27509, So that you know the circumstances —Yes; there is only a
burn between them, You might say they are the same, but have only a
different name.

Dowarp Muxro, Crofter, Strathan (48)—examined,

27510. Sheryff Nicolson.—Are you a fisherman +—Not now,

27511. Have you a statement to make —-Yes.

27512, Just read it.—* We beg to ask the Royal Commission to allow
‘us to say a few words at the beginning of our statement, to tell how
‘the people of Inverkirkag, Badinaban, and Strathan, came to such
‘ poverty. At one time their ancestors peopled the glens, and other
* portions of arable land that lie inland. They lived then chicfly by
¢ their cattle. They had a good number of them and had plenty
¢ provender to keep them in good condition during the winter months,
¢ They were thus in easy and comfortable eircumstances. The then Duke,
¢ from some motive unknown to us, temoved them. Somesought shelter
“in foreign lands, the others were crammed in small townships near
‘ tho shores, The lots there were divided to the people of each township
¢ g0 that when each family got their share it was very small. This land
¢ was cultivated by, and came down from sire to som, so that now it has
¢ become 80 poor that the pevple have to force a erop with manure, The
‘ people are now so poor that they cannot emigrate if they wished, or
‘take a much larger holding then they have. They cannot improve
¢ their Jand much more than they have already done, as it is limited in
‘ extent and very poor. At the death of the parents the som has to pay
¢ yearly an additional sum of 7s. 6d. or more for getting his name in the
¢ rent roll books. The people are also poor from the want of work. The
¢ father of one of the present crofters of Assynt was only paying £20 for
¢ the township of Inverkirkag. That township now pays upwards of
¢ £50, although it has been reduced in size and is cccupied by fifteen
¢ crofters besides cottars. The township of Badineban, two generations
¢ ago, was oceupied by four crofters each paying a rent of £1, 15s. That
¢ township now pays upwards of £20, and 18 occupied by nine crofters.
¢ The people have no fixity of rent or tenure. In order to raise the
¢ people out of their present condition they would require to get more
¢ land, either more hill pasture or the arable land that now lies waste
‘ under sheep and deer. There could be very gocd and comfortable
¢ townships formed on the said land, each tenant paying a rent of £10 to
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¢ £15, but unless they got help from either Governmment or proprietor, or
¢ from both, they could not stock this land ; but should Government or
¢ proprietar, or both, give this Ioan, and some time to pay it—say fifty years
¢ —atb a rate of £3 per cent. interest, and the first rent o be paid tio years
‘ after the tenant settles in his new home. This would raise the crofter
¢ once azain.  Another way would be to give the kill pasture as aforesaid,
*and work draining the ground on those large sheep farms where now
¢ the brackens and rushes grow, and kecping the ground from being over-
‘ run by heather. Those who seek to better their condition by lishing
“would wish a curing station or twe at Lochinver, and the East Coast
* fishermen have repeatedly said that they would fish so much per eran
¢ less at Lochinver than they would at Stornoway, if they had conveniences
¢ for a station there, as it is more convenient to the fishing pround. The
! people also wish fixity of tenure and rent.—JoEN M‘KEexziE, DoxaLp
‘ I‘J_‘SASKILL, Inverkirkaig; Dovaip Muwro, ALEZANDER M‘FaRLANE,
¢ Strathan.
27513. Do these three townships adjoin each cther —Yes.
27514, Where do they lie—how far from this #—Two or three miles,
87515. Along the coast +—VYes,
27516, Do you know how many families there are in each of them 1—
About sizteen in Strathan.
27517, When were the erofters sent there —1 cannot tell,
27518. Were any of them removed from Strathnaver?—From the
heights of their own parish.
27519. What rent do you pay yourself +—£7, 17s. 6d.
27530. I suppose that is one of the highest +—Yes,
Sh27521. What stock do you keep?—Three cows and a horse ; twelve
zep.
27522. How much arable iand have you—what number of acres?—
Aboub six acres or a little more perhaps,
27523, Are you able fo raise erop enough for your family or for your
cattle +—XNot for the family, but enough for the cattle,
27524, What sort of soil have you 2—Very bad.
27525, Ia it the same in each of these townships —No, it is better in
B0
27526, Ts it rocky or boggy, or both —Both.
27527, Do you consider your rent too high I—XNo,
27598, Du} you want more land +—More land. ]
27529, Are there any large sheep farms close upon your houndary I—
1t iz only deer forest now.
"27530, "What forest is that 1 —Glencanisp forest,
"27531. When was it made a forest +—T+wo or three years ago.
27532. It was a sheep farm before that +—Yes.
27533, Is it eufficiently fenced o keep the deer from getting into
the crofts —No.
275634, De they go over the fence 7—ThLey can go over it; it is only
about 3% Tect bigh. There are not manmy deer yet
27534, Will it be of any use to protect your crops when the deer
Increass in numbers }—We don’t know yet; but they would spoil the
crops I know.
27536. But does it keep your cattle from going over it It will do
that sufficiently—it is & barbed fence,
27537. Why was it made a barbed fence 1—So as to pierce any beast
that wonld attempt to leap over it; that is our belief,
27538. Is there no work going on around or near you of which you
could get the benefit I —There may be a lit{le now and agsin, but far too
little for the populaiion of the place.
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27539, Have you 2 good place for landing when you come back from
the fishing $—Yes, the coast is very good for landing ; but we thought it
would be a greater benefit to the place if the curers would come te it as
they go to Stornoway.

27540. Are all your men fishermen more or less - —Almost all.

27541, Do they go to the East Coast fishing +—Yes,

27542. What kind of fishing do you engage in at home '—Very little
home fishing is done. There was a boat here the other day that had
200 cod fish, and they could not get them sold.

27543, Is there nobody in Lochinver who could take thewm 7—Nota
soul .

27544. Do you never try your hand at curing the fish yourselves +—
No,

27545. Has it never been done here —There were curcers once.

27546. But you never tried to cure fish and send it away your-
selves I—NNo.

27547. If you bad the curers once, why did they abandon it —1I think
it was because the fish got scarcer, and it was not worth the while of the
fishermen to prosecute it.

27548. How long is it since the fishing became less produective —A
good many years ago; but I may mention about twelve years ago
especially, since it has ceased to be produetive.

27549, The Chairman.—Do you salt fish for your own domestic con-
sumption }—Yes.

27550, Is fish a large part of the diet of the people in their own
houses —Yea.

27551, Sheriff Nicolson.—Are you able to make a living out of your
own eroft I—Na.

27552, What else do you do to support yourself and your family +—I
get a little work about the place when I can take work, and I must just
live as I may.

27553. You don't go the south to work 2—No.

27554. What size of eroft do you think would support you, and what
rent would you consider fair for it 7—This is not a place for crofting, and
one expends a great deal of labour in cultivating it with the spade, an
cas-chromne, -

27555, You still use the cas-chrom +—Yes.

27556, Is the land not fit to be ploughed {—There are very few places
where the horses could work it.

27557, Because the ground is so rocky 2—So rocky. The whole place
is far more suitable for rearing catile, and a little enltivation

27558, Would you like to have some pasture to breed ecattle and
sheep, even although you should buy food for them I—Yes.

27559, But there is no land near you except the deer forest available
for the purpose +—No.

27560, Have the Inverkirkaiy people horses T—Yes,

27561, The same as you or more —The same.

27562, Has everybedy a horse?—Some of them have; it would not

be worth while for them all to keep horses, the bit they have is o small. .

27563, Are there any cottars amongst you 2—Yes.

27564. Many ?—Not very many,

27565. How do they live - They get bits of the township as we have
ourselves, and they just do as best they may.

27566. Where do they get work 3—They get a little here. They can
attend to their work even better than the crofters, because they have
ro land to lock after.
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27567. Does it support the people —They must live as they can.

27568, What kind of work do they get?—Is there any draining, or
building of dykes?—No. There is very little work at all.  This year, for
example, there is a walk being made through the forest, but that is ex-
ceptional. Then there is a fence being set up between the deer forest
and the crofts, and that too is special. The people are away at the south
and east coast fishing. 'Were it not for these two things they might go
where they pleased, they have nothing else to do.

27569, Are there many young men employed in the forest %—Very
few, if any.

27570, Are any of them employed here attending anglers F—Yes.

27571. 1 suppose in swmmer some have steady employment at that #—
Kot very steady.

27572. And not very many of them +—No.

27573. How many men in your place would find ocaupstion in attend-
ing upon anglers hereabout +—About half-a-dozen.

37574. Have you a good supply of peats +—FPlenty.

27575. Do you carry them on horses —No, we carry them on the
people’s backs,

27576. Do the men ever condescend to carry them, or is it the women
who do that work ?—Both.

27877, Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.~—You have said in your paper that at
the death of the parents the son has to pay yearly an additional sum of
7s. 6d. or more for getting his name in the rent roll books &1 have been
told that,

27578. Do you kuow yourself of any case? did anybody who paid
this rent tell yon?—Yes, I am aware of 2 man who told me he paid it
himself, and I belicve he i3 in here. T don’t pay it mysel ; I am not on
the rent roll.

27579. Has this system heen going on for some years &I am certain
that it has been,

27580. Can you say that since you have been old enough to take
notice of things about you, you heard of this I—Tt certainly has been a
subject of complaint at all events for the last ten or fifteen yuars,

Murbocr Krgr, Crofter's Son, formerly a Fisherman, Auchmelvich
(60)—examined.

27581, The Chairman.—Have you any written statement —I have:
—* duckmelvich Township Grievances ~—There are 44 families in this
¢ township, of which 26 pay rent, the odd 18 being a burden on the rest,
¢ with subdivisions of erofts, grazings, fuel, &c. In the time of the father
- of one of the present crofters, the township paid only £18, shortly after-
¢ wards 20 crofters paid £63, and now (1883) 26 crofter’s pay over £83.
¢ There are two families placed in the best of our hill pasture entirely
¢ against our will, who are paying rent to the proprivter and there was
* no reduction of our rent. Our greatest grievance is the smallness of
¢ our holdings, the stony and unproductive nature of the ground, which
* is almost exhausted with constant cultivation for the last ninety years,
¢ Another grievance is the scarcity and poor natare of our hill pasture,
‘The produce of the crofts is not sufficient to keep the peopte for threo
‘ months on an average from being under the necessity of buying food.

There are four times as many people in the township as the place could
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¢ properly support. There is not half an acre of arable land in the whole
* township that could be ploughed, it iy delved among rocks and stones
¢ with spades and crooked-spades. The mast of the crofters and eottars
¢ are fishermen, who depend all the year round on their earnings from
¢ the fishing, excepting what we bave mentioned they derive from the
“land. A low water quay and fishing station is greatly needed at
* Lochinver, as Stoer and Coigach points are the best fishing ground on
¢ this coast. There is generally a good deal of fish, but no market, and
* the peopls are compelled to go to the far away and more exposed eas
* coast, where they can get & market for their fish. Another grievance
¢ is that if a man enters into possession of a croft he will need to pay the
¢ arrears of the outgoing tenant. Again if a man is to get his name
‘ entered in the rent book after his predecessor’s death he is taxed up to
¢ a pound as the factor sees fit, and this isto continue as long as the factor
‘ pleases, or for ever. 'We complain of turning sheep farms into deer
* foreats, and that the taxes the sheep farner pald fall upon the poor
¢ crofters in & large measure while these deer forests remain unoccupied,
¢ 50,000 acres have remained thus unoccupied in this parish for two years,
¢ and the shepherds and others who got work on this farm were thrown
¢ out of employment, and some of them had to throw themselves among
¢ the crofters, who were already over-crowded. Hemedies:—The only
‘ means to improve our present grievanees would be to give us work, as
¢ there is no kind of work going on in this parish  Also to give us as
* much Iand as we can live on, and some help to stock and improve it
¢« from Government, for which we are willing to pay so much per eent.
¢ The people require liberty to fish all fishin the sea. 'We are prohibited
¢ this year from setting small lines because the nets, buoys, ropes, and
¢ anchors for fishing the salmon are there. We would also reguire com-
¢ pensation for improvements on buildings and land.’

27582. You state that there are eighteen families which are a burden
on the rest : are a portion of these the children of the crofters +—Some
of them are the children of the erofters; others of them have been placed
among us, when they were removed from the sheep runs.

27583. Does the township march with a sheep farm #—Yes, it marches
with a sheep farm,

27584. And is the land on the sheep farm of an arable character—
plenty of it.

27585, Which is not cultivated by the farmer #—Yes, which is not
caltivated now, but which was cultivated in old times. It is only
detached bits or fields that are arable. It is pasture lands that we
want. The amount of arable land in Assynt would not maintein the

ople.
peQI;.SSG. Don’t you require any arable ground fo raise straw for feeding
your cattle --~Yes,

27587. You state that if a man has to get his name entered on the
rent book after his predecessor’s death, he i3 taxed up to £1, as the
factor thinks fit. Has that additional rent always been levied when a
son succeeds to his father #—Yes,

27588. And suppesing that a new tenant died suddenly and was
succeeded by another, a brother or a son, would he have to pay a new
addition —He would just pay as much as the factor might choose to
impose,

g’! 589, And do you expect that that system of increase is to go on
indefinitely =—We expect it to continue for ever.

27590. I suppose whena widow succeeds her husband as tenant of the
holding she does not pay anything additional +—No.
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27591, Is there any work given by the proprietor to the people near
his place —XNo.

97592, Are there not sometimes roads made from the public road to the
townships 7—The predecessor of the present Duke made a walk from the
main road down to the extreme end of the township, a mile and three-
quarters in length.

27593. And did the proprietor pay for the whole of that?—The pro-
prietor paid for the whole of it,

27594, You state that the taxation fell upon the crofters while 59,000
acres of deer forest remained unoccupied ; were not taxes levied upon the
land while it remained unoccupied VI am aware that there were rates
paid for that place for the last two years.

27595, Do you know that taxes were levied upon that ground
although there were neither sheep nor deer upon it +—7Yes, I am aware it
was paying rates.

27596. Then why do you say that the taxes fall in a large measure
upon the poor crofters —We pay so much per pound of poor rates, and the
Duke and we, between us, have Lo pay poor rates for the place that used
to pay poor rates when there were sheep upon it.

27597. Which pays the highest rent, the sheep farm or a deer forest
of the same size —1I cannot say.

27598, Which do you think —T cannot say ; I should not wonder at
all if the deer forest did.

27599. Do you think, with reference to the rates and taxes, that it is
more advantageous for the crofter that the land should be let as a deer
forest than as a sheep farm 7—I could not give an opinion upon the
matter.

27600. Which do you think the best neighbour of the crofter on the
whole—the sheep farm or the deer forest —What good can we get out of
deer. The sheep are bad enough. They were the cause of the people
being expelled from their places, but still they are better than deer.

27601. But which—the stock on the sheep farm or the deer—are
more likely to do your pasture and cultivation harm +—The deer.

27602. Do you generally live on good terms with the large shecp
farmers —Yes, we agree very well

27603. Do you complain of shepherds hunting and poinding your
sheep or not +—They used to do that, but we have a good fence now—
a stone dyke, which separates the two stocks.

27604, It must be a very long one?—There is only about a mile of it.
but it joins in with a loch, about a mils Liread, which does the rest.

27605. Who paid for the stone dyke ?—We paid the half of if, and
the Duke the other half, or the tenant, I don’t know which.

27606. It was a stone dyke7—Stone in some parts, and turf in others,

27607, Mr Cameron.—You say that the sheep farmers were the means
of the people being evieted, and yet you think them better than the deer.
Why do you think that =—We can get no use of the deer, whereas if we
can afford to purchase a sheep, it will at all evenis provide us with
clothes. But for the deer, we are not allowed to kill or eat them, and
they are of no other service,

27608, But, as”a matter of fact, do you buy the wool of the sheep
farmers -—We have not, as a matter of fact, bought it for some years
back, it is very dear, and we cannot afford to buy 1t It is white wool -
they have. Sometimes we can buy broken fleeces at the fime of the
shearing, and the remnants, hanging about the flanlk.

27609. If you are not able to buy the wool what is the advaniage of
having sheep in the neighbourhood +—The sheep are herded, for one
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thing, and then there is some work eonnected with them in the way of
smearing and shearing. But the deer require no herd, and they can leap
the fences and eat our crops,

27610. Do you find any work in connection with the deer +—1I don’t
know that any work would be reguired in thaf case except some ghillies,
perhaps.

237611, Sir Kenneth Mackenzie.—Do yon know any of the cases whero
the incoming tenant had to pay the arrears of the outgoing tenant ¢—I
know a man in my own place.

27612, Who is the man #—A man Donald Kerr, who is away at the
fishing, :

27613. Do you know how much he paid I do not know.

27614, Who was his predecessor 2— 4 man John MTeod,

27615. What became of him ?—He is a labourer in Ross-shire now.,

27616. Had ke built any houses—improved his place &—He built a
little bothy of a house.

27617, Was anything given to him for deinyg this %—He might have
got wood, perhaps, I am not aware that he got anything else.

27618, Did he get anything for this bothy when he left --—Nothing,

27619, Was none of the money paid by Donald Kerr given to the
outgoing tenant +—John M‘Leod could not get it ; it would have gone fo
pay a debt which was on the lot.

27620. In what depth of water do you set small lines —Close to the
share, but the depth varies,

27621. What kind of fish do you catch close to the shore +—Codlings
and flounders,

27622, Why are you prohibited from sctting these lines 3—If we put
them out we never get them again, owing to the ropes, and chains, and
anchors, and hag ncts along the shore.

27623, The bag nets are fixed in certain places, are they not +—Yes.

37624, And if you don’t set your lines across the bag nets, the bag
nets won’t touch them 3—XNo, that is quite true, but then they are set in
the best fishing places we have got.

27625. The Chairman.—Do the salmon ever take a bait set for another
fish in the sea +—No, we never get salmon upon our small lines ; but it
is one of our greatest complaints that we ar¢ not allowed to kil the
salmon as we please.

27626. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—Do you know whether there is a
separate receipt given for the money paid at the death of the former
fepant 1T cannot say, but to the best of my knowledge it is only an
increase of rent,

27627, And therefore one receipt™—That is my opinion.

27628, Who draws the rent here—is it Mr M‘Iver I—Yes,

27629, With his own hand 7—Yes.

27630. Tt is not paid through any ground officer +—No.

27631, Your name is rather uncemmon #—1t is a steange name in the
place,

! 27632, Are there several more in this place of Auchmelvich +—VYes,

27633, Do they all belong to the same clan +—No, they are separate
families,

27634, Are they long here }-—My ancestors have been here for seven
hundred years, the Kerrs to whom T belong,

27635, What family were in possession of Assynt at that time ?—T
cannot tell.

27636. Do you, and the people in your place, look with favour upon
the large sheep farms 7—We would rather not see any in the cguntry.

T
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27637. Do you consider it a very great hardship when you don’t want
thesa sheep farms, that when shepherds are thrown out of employment
by the tenant leaving the place, they aré thrown upon you, and you are
obliged to support them 7~If the sheep run were restored to the crofters,
why should not the shepherd get his portion of it as well as the others.
We don't dislike the men, but there is no doubt but they are a burden
upon the place when they are thrown in upon us.

97638, Is this in the nature of adding insult to injary, to make you
support the old servants of people whom you don't care about #—Yes, it
is both insult and injury.

27639. You wore asked to explain whether of the two you preferred,
sheep or deer. Are they both bad neighbours }—Have fhey not both
been the destruction of the place to us? Have they not sent us dewn to
the rocks, and the shore of the sea.

Evaxper MIVER.

27640. The Chairman.—There is a statement which we have heard
to-day for the first time, with reference to this part of the country, and
that is that the arrears of rent of the outgoing tenant are exacted from
the incoming tenant as a condition of his admission +—The renis of the
small tenants are paid at the term of Martinmas for the year from the
Whitsunday preceding to the Whitsunday following, but the crop of the
following year is the crop for which that rent is paid. The tenant goes
away at Whitsunday, and the crop has to be rcaped off the lot. The
tenant who comes in generally gets that, and the incoming tenant pays
the arrears, which is really the debt of the eutgoing tenant.

27641, Sir Kenneth Muckenzie—Who gets the crop %¥—The man who
goes in,

37642, The Chairman.—He gets the crop and psys the value «f the
erop +—XNo, he pays the rent.

27643. Do you pay in anticipation upon that crop +—Yea,

27644, When a tenant leaves the property for one reason or another,
We may say one or two years in arrears of rent, is such a sum ever ex-
acted from the incoming tenant as a condition of his being admitted to
the holding %—A year’s rent is sometimea charged, but the year’s reat
gives him the right to erop the lot that year

27645. But the year's rent charged to them may be more than the
value of that particular crop —Yes, but it is paying the debt of the man
who is going away. It is not paid to the Duke, it is paid to account of
that tenant.

27646, But still the Duke or proprietor may receive it in part payment
of arrears of rent —He does.

27647. But more than a year's arrears is mever exacted 3—I cannot
condescend upon any particulars regarding it. I cannot tax my memory
whether two rents or one rent was paid ; but I am certain that one year’s
rent i3 sometimes paid. But it is very rare. ’

27648. You doa't remember in the period of your management ever
having exacted more than one year’s rent I don’t at this moment.

27649. Do you think it impossible that it could have been paid +—I
would nob say it is impossible. T cannot say.

27650. There is again the question of the increase of rent payable upon
the death of the outgoing tenant. We understood from you yesterday
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that that was by no means an incresse of reut which was liable to
indefinite continuation, it would not be payable upon a leng serics of
successions —Previous to the valuation which was made of the small
crofts in this district, when the terant died a small sum was sometimes
added in the case of a son succeeding the father, but never in the case of
a widow succeeding her husband; but since the valuation of the lands
was made the additional rent fixed by these valuators was charged.

27651, Thatis to say when the limit of valuation has been reaclied, no
further addition will be made in conneetion with death #-—It appears to
me that there is a misapprehension in the minds of the people wlo Lave
spoken on that subject.

27652. Do you think they thoroughly understand it, or have they been
unwilling to understand it #-—They have so many misunderstandings that
T am not at all surprised at it; they have so many misunderstandings as
to what is done by the landlord’s agent.

27653. Don’t you think it would be desirable to make it thoroushly
understood by them that there will be an end at a particular point, to
these increases upon death +—That T thought they always understood.

27654, A grievance bas been spoken of in connection with the salmon
fisheries, of the suppression of liberty to fish with the short lines on the
ghore ; could not some arrangement be made in connection with that
guestion ¢—1 think that is a mest absurd complaint. The number of
hag nets is small over an immense stretch of coast. They are only about
10¢ wards out from the scashore, aml if the people go beyond that, as
they generally do, the nets should be no hindrance. The nets are fixed
to the land at one end, snd the other end is secured by two anchors, so
that they never move,  If the people go with their lines close to these nets
it is possible they may come in contact with ropes and nets. But the
bag nets are not more than 100 yards from the shore,

27655. There is no prohibition on the part of the estate management
of fishing of that kind %—XNo, I never heard of a complaint until this
day.
];7650. Do you think it is possible that the men in connection with
the sslmon fishery interfere with or pull up or destroy the short lines +—
I am sure they don’t. They have no business to interfere with them.

27657. If the lines cross them by accidenti—Yes; or by people
sctting their lines too close to the bag nets,

27658. One of the delegates to-day read a long paper in which several
instances of alleged iInjustice or oppression +were mentioned as
oecurring to poor persons, and especially of the class of widows.
What remarks would you like to make upon that subject—A great
many of the statements made to-day were perfectly new to me; 1
never heard of them before, and did not know such complaints could be
made. The complaints 1 heard made were in connection with the improve-
ment of the farm of Clashmore.  Clashmore was a township with a lot of
small tenants in it. They cultivated the lots very partially, and the Duke
of Sutherland one day, standing on the hill pasture, asked me, would it not
be a good thing for the employment of the people if we were to set agoing
a small farm here, on which we could show the people what crops could
be grown by proper trenching and drainage, and farming on the regular
rotation. I said I thought it would be a good thing indeed, and would
give a great deal of employment to the people of this place, Clashmore
was fixed upon as saitable for the purpose. In carrying out this improve.
men} it was necessary o remove some of these tenants, but the Duke
laid out a considerable sum of money in improving land fo give lots to
theso pecple who were so removed.
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27659, He laid out a sum of money in improving the land, Can you
give us some details of that?—[ think 1 esn. I think it is in my
memoerandum which I have from the books of the offica.  In 1872 and
following years to 1877 the farm of Clashmore was improved and created
purposely to give employment to the people of the Stoer district around
in draining, trenching, fencing roads, and making culverts and dykes.
There was spent from the beginning to the end £3328, 13s 10 in
making that land.  The houses, including offices, mill, and farmer’s house
upon the farm, cost in addition £1635, 13s. 4d.

27660. Sir Kennath-Mackenzie—Does that sum ineclude improvements
npon the croft lands too!—XNo, that was separate. There was spent
between £300 and £400 in improving the erofts for these tenants; and
they got £80 in money and malerials for the purpose of assisting them
to build new houses.

27661, The Chuirman.-—When the model farm was finished, and
when the proprietor no longer required to make any further catlay upon
it, to whom was it let?—To Mr Brown, the tenant of the hotel here.

* There was no arable land hereabout, and he required it for the purpose

of providing hay and oats for his establishment.

27662, How far off is it 7—About ten miles.

97663, Does Mr Brown occupy these extensive dwelling houses and
offices It is his servant who occupies the house, but he occupies the
farm,

27664. As the land was not to be let to a resident farmer, it oceurs to
me that the experiment might have been proscented a step further, and
that the improved land might have been re-let to the crofters or small
tenants I—7The Duke decided it otherwise—- that it should be given to
the tenant of the inn,

27665. We heard one of the witnesses say that it is true that when
trausferred to another township he received as ecompensation £10 to-
wards building houses, and also, I think, timber, lime, and glass, but he
stated that the slates alone upon his new house cost him £17, 10s. and
were carried from this place ten miles on. TIs that credible —It is
quite true that he got the slates. \What the exact amount was I cannct
tell, but this I know that they are not paid for yet. They are partly
paid and partly not paid, and there is a considerable balance due. 1t
was given many years ago, on the understanding that it was to be paid
ab the end of one, two, and three years.

37666, It may possibly be that that makes the position of the man
harder still 7—Well he has not been troubled in the least about it,

27667, Do you wish to make any statement with reference to this
alleged case of severity exercised towards widows and poor people i—
I am not conscious or aware of any cases of severity towards widows,

27668, Ave you under the impression that these statements are
entirely unfounded ?—I have no recollection of anything of the kind.
It was necessary to move them in making this farm, and the farm was
dyked and a certain number of parks made in it ; and these people lived
upon the ground, and it was necessary to remove them to their new
places. I am not conscious that in doing so there was ever any severity
used towards them. Tf it was, it was without my knowledge, and person-
ally I never heard a complaint about it,

27669, Aly C'ameron.— It was stated by one of the delegates when ha
was asked, if there was ever any work given by the proprietor? No,
but that a walk was made by the previous proprietor -—There is, at ihis
moment, work going on in the ncighbourhood of that mar’s place.
There is a path three miles long going on within the forest of Glencanesp,



Minutes of Evidence. 1765

and the contractors complained to me that they had great difficulty in
geiting men to work. Murdoch Kerr, who made the complaint of ne
work, is a road contractor, and has fourteen miles of road under contract
to keep it in repair, which keeps him constantly going.

27670. Can you state generally what work is now going on in the
various distriets from which we have received evidence to-day +—There is
not much work going on at present from the Duke of Sutherland,

27671. I want to ask you one question about the conversion of farms
inte forests, The question was asked, * When a big farm cannot be let,
what is its fate § Forest iz it not?’ And the answer was, Yes, forest.’,
Can yon say how many farms have been of recent years converted into
forest .—None for many years, until last year, the forest of Glencanesp,
Mr John Scobie was tenant of it as a sheep farm, but on succeeding to
Keoldale, on the death of General Seoble, he gave up his farm, and
went to Keoldale,. The Duke did not think it rizht that one man should
have both, and this farm was left upon the Duke’s hands, 1t is a YVery
ditficult thing to get a sheep farm off his hands, and he converted it into
& deer forest.

27672, But with that exception, no farms have been converted into
deer forests —Not for ten years. There was an addition made to the
Reay forest about twelve years ago.

27673. No other conversion with this exception, and that of part of
the Reay forest —None else,

27674, Sir Kenneth Mackenzie.—Has the farm at Clashmore succeeded
at all well}—Has the improved ground turned out of value?—A part
of it did well ; bub it was a very bad spot, and most difficalt to improve
~—an diffieult that it cost £34 an acre to improve it.

27675, I think the sums you gave, including the building improve-
ments, will make it about £50 an acre —Yes, taking the improvements.

27676, Doez it not produce satisfactorily $—No, I think it was a very
bad speculation. I think whenever land costs more than £20 to improve
it, in a bare country with a bad climate, it is too much,

27677. Dut, after having expended all this money, do you get fair crops
out of it1—There were very fair crops, but it was limed and drained and
trenched, and everything done to make it a good farm ; but a great part
of it was a very poor subject,

27678. Do the tenants continue to get good crops +—Ves, better; but
that is not to be wondered at. ]

27679, Mr Macdonald complained that new land had been given
to him, but it was worthless —The subject was not good, and although
a lot of money was spent upon it, it was not a good speculation.

97680. Was there as much money spent upon it as upon Clashmore §
—Yes, 1t was drained, but not limed.

27681. Has the tenant not limed it -—No, the small tenants here don’t
lime their land.

27682, There was a complaint made with reference to the rates; it
was stated that in consequence of the sheep farm of Glencanesp having
ceased to be a sheep furm, the rates fell heavier upon the tenants?—The
Duke of Sutherland had the farm in his own hands that year and
received nothing for it It was entered in the valuation roll for £700,
and he paid both as a landiord and as a tenant for it. The former reut
had been £1000,

27683. But you could not get that rent again—We could not get

700,

27684, Would you have taken £700 —If a4 good tenant had offered,
we would have been very much dispoesed to do so, I think.
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27685. You had no offer+—XNo.

37686. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—Before leaving the subject of Clash-
more, will you tell me what is the present rent you get for the enormous
expenditure of about £5000 —Just £90,

27687. I am afraid it was rather an unfortunate day when you and the
Duke were looking down from the hill?—TIt was unfortunale for the
Duke, but it was fortunate for the people who were employed to make it.

27688, Was it fortunate for those poor pecple whose land it was #—
Perhaps it was not.

27689, The result is that the thing has turned out a bad apeculation,
and the people who have been removed are since dissatisfied {—That
is so.

27690. There was a complaint made in one of the papers of the farm
that is now put into forest—a eomplaint which the delegate was not able
to explain——that the burden of the rates fell upon them in consequence
of the matter being in the Duke’s own hands.  To the extent of £300
thero was & loss of taxable value to the people —There was a loss to the
Duke and to the parish, because the rent could not be obtained for it.

2769). Why did you fix upon £700 +—DBecause we thought that was
the rent we should have taken if we could have got a good tenant for it.

27692. What are you to get forit as a forest 7—1It is given to a gentlo-
man upon very easy terms,

27693. Are you laying out much in the way of buildings for him —
‘We have not begun to do anything. The farm house remains as it was.
Lord Cloncurry haa taken it for this seasen, and i3 paying a small rent
for it. He is living in the hotel, and he has taken the forest on the
understanding that if it pleases him he is to keep it at a particular
rent.

27694. You are aware that applications have been made for land : did
it not occur to you that there was now an opportunity of doing something
in the direction of complying with these applications #—There will be two
large furms oub in this distriet next Whitsunday, and it is not yet
decided how they are to be disposed of. The Duke has it under con-
sideration, and it has been a matter of correspondence between him and
me that we should endeavour to supply the loss which Mr Williamson
explained to-day—that we should try to have some middle class farms, or
such farms as it would be an object for the crofter to look forward to
obtaining,

27695. It is said that the fence which you have erected is a barbed
one, and only three feet high {-—Such fences are very common, and is
the kind of fence that is now ereefed. It is not intended to be a deer
fence. I may mention that the pasture of the tenants of Inverkirkaiy
and Strathan adjoining the forest of Glencanesp, was rather limited, and
they petitioned the Duke to give them that portion of the low ground of
Glencanesp to increase it, and the Duke has kindly complied with their
request, and added 2000 acres to their pasture. They are to pay £21
additional rent for these 2000 acres and this fence, which is referred to,
iz erected between the forest and the mew portion of the ground they
have reeeived.

27696, It will not, in point of fact, kecp the deer out from their
ground i—I really don’t know, I have never seen the fence mysclf, 'The
Duke has put up the fence at his own expense.

27697. We have been told that Giencanesp forest is about 50,000
acres in extent F—That is & mistake—a great exaggeration—it was only
35,000 acres in extent bhefore the 2000 acres were taken off I
measured it carefully and came to the conclusion that its contents were

T8,
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35,000 acres, and now, when the 2000 acres have been taken off it will

SUTHER-
only he 33,000 acres. LAND:
27698. What is the acreage of the portion added to the forest {welve —
years agzo T—I should think 5000 or G000 acres. LocIxNvER.
27699. Were these 5000 acres part of the parish we are now in 7—No,  Evander
part of the parish of Edidrachillis. MIver.

27700, There was no forest in this parish until the one at Glencanesp
was made !—No, this was the first and only forest made.

27701. What {s the extent of the forest in the other two parishes 17—
As near as I can say the Reay forest contains 60,000 acres, that is the
only other one there is.

27702. In what parish is the Reay forest &It is in the parishes of
Durness, Eddrachillis, and Lairg,

27703. Can yon give us any idea how much of the 60,000 acres was
originally forest}—The whole of that ground was under sheep up to
1840, when a portion of it was forested.

27704. And although there was always what was called the Reay
forest there were sheep on it +—There was no part of i$ forest originally,
hut it was ealled the Reay forest because Lord Reay shot deer over that
portion of his cstates.

27705. But there were sheep on it in his time *—TIn the days of the last
Lord Reay there was, but it is not g0 long since sheep were introduced
into this country; I think it would be about the beginning of the
century.

27706, Were the tenants large or small, allowed to send sheep all over
the old Reay forest, or was it used exclusively for deer’—I1 have
endeavour to ascertain what the tradition of the country on that suhbject
was, as 1 had no other means of arriving at the truth, and the informa-

- tion which I got from old people was that, previous to 1830, there were
about twelve erofters living on what is now called Reay forest, They
lived down in the low parts of the forest and had cattle and horses. In
the summer they went to shielings up on the hills, but Lord Reay had
the hills for sport. '

i 27707. Waait good sport +—Very fine, and it was very extensive, much
more go than it is now, The hills were of no value in those days, and
he shot over the whole of them.

| 27708, Do the salmon nets extend all over the coast —Fach station
will have about six bag nets.

1 97709. How many stations are there +—From Cape Wrath to Lochinver,
five or six stationa.

27710. Are these stations generally in the vicinity of the localities where
the erofters are 7——They are all along the coast, near the sheep farmers and
the crofters.

27711, Is there plenty of coast open to tho fisherman here 7—Any
quantity ; the complaint about that is a most frivolous one in my
opiniomn

27712, P'rohably it arises from this, that in some cases they are very near
the houses of the crofters :—There may possibly have been a net at Auch-
melvich.

27713, Which may have been tronblesome #—It should not have been.

27714, You said yesterday, when I asked you about some clearances
which took place in Durness that it was before your time?—Yes, these
clearances were carried out by Mr Anderson, Rispond.

27715. Can you say 2s much for the clearances we wers fold about
to-day in the fifty townships of Assynt enumerated 7—That I also wash
my hands of personally; it was done about the time T was born.
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97716, But I am afraid Assynt then belonged to the Sutherlands?—
Yes, it has belonged to them for nearly two hundred years.

27717. And, therefore, they are responsible for what has oceurred,
right or wrong —1I stated yesterday that in the year 1840 the Duke of
Sutherland had made very large abatements of arrears of rents fo small
tenants, to the amount of some £5000, and I think it proper here to
state that, although £32241, 11ls. 2d. was due by the small tenants of
Assynt, and was wiped out altogether and never again asked for, in my
own time, sinee I became factor, in cases of poverty and distress where
the people really were poor, and I thought deserving, I myself have
abated £780 to the people of this distriet,

97718, Sir Kenneth Mackenzie—You have reduced the amount to
that extent —I wiped out arrears to that amount. It was asked to-day

- why the rents of the small tenants were not reduced, and I wish to state

that fact.

27719, Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—TIt was asked rather why abatements
had not been made 7—TI think I can explain why they were not given.
Sinee T came to this district the rents of the small tenarnts have inereased
comparatively little, whereas the rents of the large grazing farms have
increased from £4135, 13s, 8d. in 1845, when I entered on the factorship,
to £8938, 15s, 10d. in 1880; in other words the rental of the large
farms was more than doubled between 1845 and 1880 throughout the
district. The rental of these large farms in 1845 was £4135, 13s. 8d.;
in 1660, £6105, 11s. 64.; in 1870, £6747, 13s.; in 1880, £8928,
15s. 104

27720. Sir Kenneth Mackenzie.—Were these rents raised by cempeti-
tiont—Yes, when a farm was vacant it was advertised.

27721. You accepted competition rents?—Yes; but since 1880 the
rents have been reduced by about £5000.

27723, My Fraser-Muckintosh.-—Permanently 3~ Yes, The reason why
the small rents could not be reduced was that they had not been increased,
and the others had. It was stated that there were two hundred cottars
in Assynt. I cannot vouch for the correctness of thab, because I have
it in the lists given to me that there are only 113 in the whole of the
three parishes.-—Rew. V. N. Mackuy. May I be allowed to explain
I made the statement I think in my paper, and I took the best care to be
sure it was correet. I asked the inspector of poor if he could give me
any data of that kind, and he told me be had the return of the registrar;
and on consulting that I found the number of families in the parish ag
the last census, and then I found the number of crofters and the number
of paupers, and taking the crofter families from the familics we had
altogether and counting the number of paupers, we made out that there
were something like 200 cottars. 'What I said in my paper was, ‘ about
¢ 200 We were giving relief in the parish this year, and mude ont a
document for the information of the people in the south who sent us
relief, showing how many crofters and how many eottars got assistance.
The clerk of the committee made out a return, and T found that he
returned 207 cottars and 165 crofters, so that when I stated that there
were about 200 1 was below what the clerk of the Relief Committee
brought out in his report.—Ar 3 Jver. Previous to the year 1880 there
was a large number of parties throughout this district—cottars who hal
houses and cut peats, and many of them got grass for cattle from their
neighbours, and bits of arable land to till, and over these people the
proprietor had no control whatever. They were not in his books at all,
but were perfectly independent of him. I asked the ground officers to
sond me in the list of those who had houses in the three parishes in this



digirict, and 113 were entered in the vental at a rent of 10s. each, so as
to give us a connection with each other, and so that we ghould have
some control over them. I may mention that in the year 1861 Mr
George Loch set agoing a system of assisting the tenants with wood,
lime, glass, and slates to improve their houses, and since that time I have
paid in timber, lime, and money for the small tenants, £1470, 10s. 104, ;
and slates to the value of £551, 19s, have been given on credit. But
these slates are expected to be rep'ud. When T came to Scownie I found
that the Assynt tenants bad no lots of land, they oceupied it under the
old runrig system, and oue of my first anxietics was to place the matter
on a better fooling, and make lots throughout the parish, This was
done, and ip doing so there was a considerable amount of expense incurred
“ou the farn of Culklinachanaran, there was 2 considerable sum of money
expended on dykes, roads, and drains, I think about £200 or £300. I
wish to state, with regard to the telegraph, that I think Sutherland was
very ill treated and very unfairly used with regard to it. The telegraph
was brought to the west coast of Inverness and Ross, but there was not
any brouzht to the west coast or the north coast of Sutherland. The
Duke of Sutherland brought the telegraph to Lochinver and undertook
to pay £70 a year for seven years as well as one half the expense of the
messages sent away and the same to Tongue, In Scownie and Durness
there is no telegraphic line, and we think perhaps the Commissioners
might mention this in their report as a grievanee and complaint.

97723. The Duke was compelled to undertake a guarantee of £70
a year for seven years }-—Yes, but he has not required to pay thaf, it has
come down to £45 a year.

27724. It is a loss as yet?—-A great loss. I cannot say that I agree
with the opinions expressed here to-day as to the fitness of much of the
land in this pavish for crofters. The arable land is very limited and the
climate is very bad. It might do for- sheep farming, but certainly not
for eropping.

27723, Has Clashmore frightened you I—Tt certainly has frightened me,
and the Duke of Sutherland has been frightened by larger lmprovements
The stock on Clashmore farm, if given to the crofters, would be valued
as the prices of sheep go, at somethmc like £10,000, and the stock of
Ardvar would be £5000 at the present price of shcep, that is, £15,000
for stock of these two farms, which some people, perhaps, would give for
these two farms.

27726, How much would be realised for these in the market if they
were sold now $—Not so much, but a person taking these two farms
might lose from £1000 to £2000,

27727, Mr Cameron.—He would require to keep most of them to
stock the ground ——Any person who took it would require to keep a

ortion.
P 27728. What deduction wounld there be between the valuation rate and
the open market rate, say per sheep &It would require a little considera-
tion that—ten or fifteen per cent.

27729, It would depend on the valuation a good deal ?—Xo doubt it
would depend on the amount of valuation. There is always an additional
sum put npon asheep stock in comsequence of its being fitted for the land
ot which it is reared. A person who comes in paysthe value of the sheep
and the value of them as belonging to the farm. Strange sheep won’t do
on a farm, sheep reared on it are a necessity for it.

27730, Do you think the rate fixed by valuation has any reference
at all to the class of persons who has to take over the stock *—Do you
think that would be more highly valued to the proprietor taking the
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land into his own hands than to a tenant 2—1T dare say the valuers would
be inslined to put as much as possible upon the landlord.

27731, Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—More particularly if it were deer
forest —We had no complaint of the valuation of Glencanesp, and the
day it was gone over I would have been glad to give £500 over to any
person who would have taken thestock. DBut we got out and lost nothing
—sheep rose, It was stated here to-day that two tenants were taken in
at Auchmelvieh and there was no reduction of rent made. I havea
distinet recollection of taking in a shepherd or herd whom the tenants
had introduced upon the farm and quarreled with. They left him in his
croft and made him pay rent, and I insisted he should be put on the
Duke’s rental, and I deducted that rent from every other tenant in
Auchmelvich—-a certain proportion of it. One delegate yestorday
mentioned that he had never got any work from the Duke of Sutherland.
Now I think it my duty, after being thirty-cight years in the service of
the Duke of Sutherland, to express in the highest terms, the kindnrss
and the liberality with which the tenants have been treated, in my
opinion, by the Duke of Sutherland. I have served both father and son.
This year when it was stated that secd was required, I happened to have
occasion to go to London, aud I went to the Duke of Sutherland and
told him seed was required; and he asked me how much money would
be required, and I told him the amount T thought would be required, and
in the most generous, kind manner, he gronted it ai once. A certain
amount of seed was given to every man on the estato in the distriet of
the threa parishes who wished for it, on the understanding that it is tobe ’
paid at Martinmas with the rent.

27732, The Chairman.—Paid in instalments?—We expect it will be
wholly paid.

27733. In one payment?--Yes, it is given on those terms. There
were several things said here to-day regarding myself, but I don’t think
they are worth notice.

27734. You incidentally stated that you did not think agricultural
improvement was profitable if the outlay in reclaiming the land exceeded
£30 per acre. Does that include the expense of the first liming +—No,
I did not include the liming in that.

27735. Would you really think it profitable here to expend £20 por
acre upon the improvement of arable land +—XNo, 1 would not in such a
poor climate and with such an inferior soil,

- 27736, What would be the hizhest rental per aere that eonld be
prudently taken for improved arable ground here +—1 think there is very
little land in this district worth more than 10s. an acre,

27737. Then it is impossible to expend anything like £20 on reclaim-
ing it with advantage +—Yes.

27738, Because the original rent is nothing almost It is so.

27739. But can any land be reclaimed and made into tolerable arable
ground by an expenditure of £10 per acra?—In parts of the country
where there are no stones, and where there is not much drainage required.
On tho east coast of Scotland—>Morayshire and Nairmn—they improve
the land without drainage, they just put on the oxen and plongh it up,
and there it is done for a small amount ; and in the climate it pays very
well A number of tenants took in a great guantity of land in that
district, in that manner, at their own expense, having a lease of 19 years,

27740. Can that be done in Sutherland $—No, there is no place where
that ean be done ; it is such s boggy, mossy, rocky, and stony country—
none that T know of in this district at all events.

27741, Professor Mackinnon.—You heard Mr Hugh Mackay's statement
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ahout this alleged artangement between the proprietor and the people at
the time of their going away to the army +—Yes.

27742, Of course, although you were not in the country yourself, you
have been in cobstant communication with gentlemen who were, and
whose peopls were in the couniry but whose families were not mixed up
in that. Do you know what their view was in regard to that tradition?
—1I have often heard that statement made by the humbler classes, but I
never had any conversation with the better classes on the subject. I
know that it 1s the impression in the mind of a number of the smaller
people in the country.

27743. And has the feeling also come in among them that where they
did not provide a man they had to provide the money +—Yes, that is the
feeling,

27744. But of course you are not able from arny outside evidence to
say anything about it =—No, I am perfectly ignorant on the subject.

27745, There was another statement that came down by tradition,
namely, as regards the perple before the clearances. Have yon heard
anything reliable about that%—The story I have always heard about it
was that they were in extreme poverty.

27746. I think there is evidence of that—that there was a great
number of people in extreme poverty +—And that a constant revurrence
of the famine led to the clearances, but whether that is true or not I
don’t know.

27747. It might be true that a Jarge number were in extreme poverty,
and yet some be in the position which Mr Mackay deseribed +—Quite
possible.

27748. The Chairman.—Have you ever heard any fradition about the
alleged contract which existed at the time the Highland Regiments were
raised #—1 have just been stating to Professor Mackinnon that there is a
feeling snd impression in the minds of the humbler classes in Sutherland,
that of those who went into the army their friends were not so well treated
as they expected, but I never had any information that I could rely upon.

27749, Bheriff Nicolson.—1s there any estate record that can be referred
to on the subject +—There may be at Dunrobin, but I bave none.

27750, Ar Fraser-Mackintosh.~—Was there not the same tradition in
Lewst—There was,

27751. And in Skye?—Yes, about the 78th.

27752, Professor Mackinnun.—There was particular mention of a
rise of rent in the township of Aunchmelvich, do you know anything
ghout it +—No, and T was very much astounished to hear it.

27753, As a matter of fact the rise of rent on crofters’ land in your
time is 8o small that it i searcely worth talking of —The amount jut on
altogether was not large.

[Apsovaxep.]
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ULLAPOOIL, ROSS-SHIRE, MONDAY, JULY 30, 1883,
Present :—

Tovd Narren axd Ertricg, K. T., Chairman,
Sir Kexyxera 8. Mackexzig, Dart.

Doxarp Camrroy, Esq., of Lochiel, M.P.
C. Fraser-Macrrxtosn, Esq, M.P.

Sheriff N1corsow, LL.D.

Professor MacrIxxox, M. A,

Kevyern Mackewzig, Crofter, formerly Fisherman, Lots of Scoraig,
Little Loch Broom (74), assisted by Doyoax Mackexzis, Crofter's
Son, Lots of Scoraig (35}—exzamined.

27754, The Chairman.—Have you been elected delegates}—Duncan
Muckenzie, -Yes. o _

27765. What have you to say 7—In the first place when the township
of Lots was formed in 1840 there, twenty men put down having a lot
each,

27756. That was the first formation of the Lots T—The first formation
on the Black Moor, the rental for the twenty lots was £5,

27757. £5 each '—£D5 for the whole—>5s. for each, that was the case for
the first nine years, or, rather, instead of 3s. it was six days’ labour.  There
was no rent paid in money, it was six days’ labour, equal to 5s. In nine
years the rent and labour was put up to twenty days, and it continued at
that till 1384.

27753. Conld the twenty days be taken in money instead of labour;
was there an alternative}—There was no money valus put ou it then,
merely twenty days labour,

27759. Were the people in the habit of affording the labour or offering
the money i—Tlbey wers supposed to give the twenty days’ labour for
the rent.

27760. But what did they do generally, labour or money %—They gave
the lubour at that time.

27761, Until 1880%—Yes. In 1880 there was money rental imposed,
varying from £2, 12s. 6d., to £3, 10s. per lot, which they considered a
very hard case indeed. Instead of raising the rents the people ought to
have got compensation for their improvements. They have no communica-
tion by road, only by a dangerous rocky mountain whick is a hazardous
way of travelling even in daylight ; and there is no pler to land at with
boats. The people wish, if it can be got through the Royal Commissioners,
to have a road there which would benefit upwards of sizty families,
heginning at Scoraig right through the townships of Lots, Carnoch,
Pereoch, Achmore, and Badraloch, and joining the ferry of Dundonnell on
the top of the hill at Mulbuie, They also want more pasture, security of
tenure, and reduction of rent. Although I am not an old man I have never
seen anything done there by the proprietors to benefit the people, although
they have been oppressed.

27762. You mentioned three periods—the first period in which the
people received their land during nine years for six days’ labour 3—
Yen.

27763, Thon the sccond period in which they received their land for
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twenty days’ labour; and in the year 1880 a third perlod began with a
money rental —A money rental.

27764. During the two first periods the land was actually paid in Iabour }
—Paid in lahour.

27765. When the ground was first apportioned to these peopls had they
g written agreement with the landlord +—None whatever.

27766. But was it explained to them at the time that they were to
have their land on an improving lease for lower terms at first and higher
terms afterwards —Not ou these terms. They were put there to make
the best of it, and told they would never bs put out unless for &
crime.

27767. Is there any written statement of that kind +—No.

27768. Is there any ons here who can speak to it %—1I think my father
can speak to it.

27769, Would yon ask him if he was one of the original seitlers?—
Yes, he says he was.

27770. When he received the land originally was any promise made to
him that he should remain there on the same terms as regards rentd—
Kenneth Markenzie. - The terms that were given were that we were to
have it for nine years for nine days’ work.

27771. The other delegate said it was for six days’ work ; why do you
gay for nine days’ work #—Then when these nine years were over twenty
days’ labour was imposed on us.

27772, When you got the land originally were you promised to have it
for nine years for nine days’ labour 3—There was no promise except that so
long as we would net be charged with any erime we would slways
remain there—the nine days’ service was to last for nine years.

27773. Did you understand tbat at the end of nine years other terms
might be made —We did not know about that.

87774. What did you expect to happen at the end of the pine years 1—
We did not know; anything that the proprietor might choose to impose.

87775. When the nine years were over and the twenty days’ were asked
wlat did the people do—did they eonsent to it or make any protest
against it +—They did not oppose it; they just accepted the terms and
worked the twenty days.

27776. Did they always give it in work, or did they sometimes give it
in money +—We never gave money.

27777, When the heads of the families were otherwise engaged wers
they allowed to find substitutes %—7Yes, a substitute would be aecepted.

27778, Was the work exacted from women ard men and the whole
family, or only the head of the family —They would require the services
of a man,

27779, When the second period finislied in 1880 and the money reaot
was imposed, what did you do then '—'Ve just paid the rent.

27780, You did not protest against it 1—We did not protest against it,
but the reason of the new arrangement was that we were not able to attend
upon the day to give the work which the proprietor wanted; we were
engaged in other employment.  We were ready to do it wpon a subsequent
day, but meanwhile the proprictor got rather irritated and sazid he would
not be bothered with conduct like that, and he imposed a money rent.

27781. During the whole period of thirty years that you paid a labour
reat, did you receive any assistance from the proprietor in building or
improving your houses, or in any other way +—No, he gave us me
assistance,®

* A voluntary declaration has since been made by this witness to the effect that
1'1:58( ?}swer 4o question 26781 is noi in sccordance with fsets.  Sce Appendixz A, No.
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ROSS- 27782, No materials for building the house +—I don’t know many that
SHIRE: 4ot wood
got wood,
Urtasoor. 27783, Did any get wood 2—1I am not aware.

27784, To Duncan Markenzie.—Are you aware of any who got assist-
Kenueth  ance in building houses +—1I am not aware.

Mackenzie 27735. There were twenty families originally, how many are there now?
Digim is there the some number of lots, or have the lots been subdivided i—

Mackenzic, HKenneth Aackenzie. There were twenty families went there originally,

and there are twenty yet.

27786. What is the area of arable land, and what is the amount of stnck
pow kept upen the full lot +—We got £5 worth of black, stony ground
which was brought under cultivation at the beginning, among the whole
twenty families of us.

27787. How many acres of arsble land are there in each lot +—I llave
myself perhaps a little over two acres; some have less and others have
about that,

27783, How many cows do you keep?—One head of cattle was put
down in my summing when I got the place.

27759, How many have you got now}—I keep two head of cattle. I
have no horse nor sheep.

27790. Do you meau a cow and stirk, or two cows +—Two milk cows.

27791. Have you any stirk ~—Well if I have it is not upon the croft.
The croft cannot keep the two cows either. How could it do so when all
the pasture we have is just the bresdth of the arable ground back on the
hill # I

27793, Is there any hill pasture?—No. If the neighbouring places
would preserve the marches strictly, the whole twenty of us could not keep
ten beasts upon our own paature. i

27793, But as a matter of fact i3 there some hill pasture upon which
you drive out your cows —The breadth of the arable land behind.

27794. How far does it go back +—It goes back the same breadthAn;
furms a square,

27793, What do you think the croft would really keep itself without
buying anytbing from the outside—would it keep one cow 7—Two head
of cattle,

27796, So that you have a croft which keeps two head of cattle, and
you pay £2, 12s. 6d. 1—The rent of the whole township is £55, my rent
is about £3, and others pay more, and some less,

37797, To Duncan Mackenzie—You have heard what Kenneth
Mackenzic has said, have you any explanation to offer sbout the six or
nine days’ labour %—There are three days I did not take into account—
two days for cutting peats and one day for harvest—besides the six days
of manual labour,

27798. Is his statement correct that each croft will keep about two
bead of cattle ?—They will, by what grows apon them for winter keep.

27799. And they pay from £2, 12 6d. to £3, 10s.7—Yes, exclusive
of taxes. [

27800. Is that a higher rent than the common custom of the county
would warrant —Yes. i

27301. It iz & higher rent then usual?—Yes, the towrship when we
went there was given for £5, taking off Scoraig,

27802. But it must have been a sort of improving lease, on the under-
standing that when it berame better it was to be morc *—There was no
avreement to that effect.

27803. Must there not have been something of that kind 3—TI¢ is worth

more than when they got it.
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27804, Do you think they would bave objected o pay something more, or
it is the additional amount that they complain of -1t is the additional
amount, and the want of pasture for the cattle. They have no place to
put cattle behind the dykes, except abeut fifty yards.

27805. They would be contented to pay more than-they paid in the
first period of nine years }—Certainly, if they got pasture.

27806. 8ir Kenneth Muackenzie—Do you represent the people of
Scoraig only or other people besides %—The township of Lots, not Scoraig.

27807. Is thers not a village of Scoraig f—Lots was taken off Scaraig, it
has been distinetly apart from Scoraig since 1840. 4

27808. Are there delegates from other parts of the Dundoouell property
—I dont know.

27809. You have no reason to believe there are complaints in other
parts t—1 have reason to believe there are, but I cannot speak on that

olot.
d 27810. Twenty days’ labour was what was latterly given for the croft,
T see the proprietor of the estate of Dundonnell estimated the value of
the days’ labeur at 2s. 6d. 7—I don’t think they value it so much in the
conditions of lease.

27811. They mention that the rate of labour having risen, the twenty
days' labour had become worth £2, 10s. What is the value of labour
here now-a-days 7—You would not get an able-bodied man to work days’
labour under 18a. a week, and provide everything himself.

27812, Then twenty days labour i3 worth £3 now t—Yes, certainly, and
often they have to waste six weeks in making out twenty days, owing to the
bad weather.

27813. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—What property are you ou 1 live at
Advie on Spey.

27814. What is the property you represent here to-day —Dundonnell.

27815, Are you well acquainted with it —1I have been brought up on
it, and my father is still living there,

27816. Is any part of the estate under forest +—Yes.

27817, How much +—1I have 1 o idea of the acreage.

27818, A large purt?——A good part,

27819, How long is it since it was made forest %It is a good many
years—but not into & forest proper for letting until twelve years ago.

27820, Are there any sheep in the forest now 1 cannot tell,

27821, To Kenneth Mackenzie.—Are there any sheep in the forest —
There are noune.

27822, 7o Duncan Mackenzie.—What was the name of the sheep farm
that was there before it was turned into forest+—It was all under the
name of Dundonnell.

27823. Who was the Iast big tenant+—There was no temant in that
forest,

27824, Who was the last tenaut of the sheep farm that is now the
forest T—A Mr Urqubart.

27823, Do you know what he was paying &I cannot tell

97826. Were there any lands taken from small crofts at the time this
forest was made twelve years ago-—Not for the forest,

27827. Not so far as you know I—No,

27828. 1s there only one forest on Dundonnell '—One forest.

27829, Are you acquainted with the other forests in the parish of Loch
Broom —Not very well.

27830. Is Braemore a furest }—VYes.

27831, Does it lie in Loch Broom —It is in the parish of Loch Broom.

27832, Is it a big forest—Yea.
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27833, Were there tenants there once *—Icannot say, but to all appear-
ance there wers in old times.

27834, Is there a place called Inverlaul in this parish 3 —Yes,

7835, Was it a shecp farm until lately 1 am not aware, but it is
s0 yeb.

27836, Are you not aware that it is to be converted iuto foresti—1I
cannot tell.

27837, Do you know it -—1I have passed through it.

27838, Has it all the appearance of having been once thickly populated
with small tenants +—Yes, it has.

27839, Do you know Leckmelm I have passed through it, but bave
not much acquaintance with it,

27840. Do you know now that the whole ground was enclosed 3—1I was
not aware.

27841, The rental paid by the township of Scoraig is between £50 and
£601—1TIt is £55 odds.

27842 It has been made out of barren moor?—TYes, heather and
stones.

27843, Did the proprietor contribute one farthing directly or indirectly
to make thiz township which is now paying £55 except giving the waste
land —Not that I am aware of,

27844. You have stated that you want several things done for you in
the townships *—Ves.

27845. Do you say so because you think something ought to be done
for the rent you pay "—>Most certaiuly.

27846, Do you think you should Lave a road }—Yes, we want a road.

27847. Do you pay road money?—I don’t know whether they pay
aetual road money. They think themselves they do, but I am not aware
of it

27848, With regard to the narrowness of the pasture, it is said that the
hill pasture is about as broad as it is long behind the erofts ; is there any
reason why the people should not get more #—No reason whatever.

27849. To whom does the ground on the other side belong?—To a
distinct tenant, and not resident.

27850, Iz he a big tenant +—Fairish,—a man paying about £30 rent;
it is merely pasture for him,

27851. Do yon mean summer pasture —He keeps cattle and sheep and
hiorses on it.

27852, Would it be worth the while of the twenty families that are
there to pay a little more reat for the purpose of getting a good slice of
the grazing —They ought to get the breadth of the lots until it strikes the
sea on the north side, and a reduction on the present rental, that is the
only thing they ecould get for pasture directly behind their township. Tt
would be the highest-rented piece of ground on the whole property
althongh they had all that.

27853, How many proprietors does the other delegate recollect on Dun-
donnell +—Four.

37854, The Chairman.~Does the township march with the deer forest
at all+—No, it is on a different side of the Loch.

27855, Sir Kenneth Mackenziee—¥Who is the tenant of Unapool Mz
MTver, Scoraig,

27856. How far is it from the farm %A mile and a hali

27857, Isit quite separate from other land +—It adjoins on the pasture,
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Jerw M‘Iver, Merchant, Scoraig (53)— examined. g?é)ISRSE';.

27858, The Chairman.—Are you & delegate? I am not a delegate, and ULVAPOOL
I have nothing to say, only I would like to state three or four points fop, M Iver
about the tenants. I have very little to say on their behalf. The land '
we have is rented by us, but these other tenants that spoke get the use of
it. Their own land would not pasture their stock, and when the proprietor
gave the place to us he was for putting up a fence between us and them,
and we would not allow him, because we knew that in that event the stock
of these people would starve, all their pasture would not feed twelve head
of cattle altogether, We are quite willing to remove our ewn stock off
the place for their benefit, and we told to the proprietor a year or two ago, °
adding that that was more his business than ours, but that we would re-
quire to get a reduction of rent, and we did not get any hearing for that.
I'wish to speak a few words on behalf of the people generally, if I may be
allowed. Althongh the poor people would get all they want—although
they should get a reduetion of rent and enlarged holdings these benefits
would be of no service to them unless there were proper estate regulations
guing along with it to prevent the one crofter from infuring his neighbour.
Tt may a0 happen that one is in good circumstances and may have a great
amount of stock and pay only £1 or £2 of rent, while his neighbour might
pay £12 of rent and have little or no stock at all.

27359, What place do you speak of m—The whole parish. The man
that hag this large stock usually has a very large family, and when the
sons marry the stock is split up and separated and scattered. Then
another mischief is, that some of them keep no less than six dogs. We
bave sold the whole of our stock because of the number of dogs round
about us, belenging to the people of the place. What I should like would
be that there should be something like a elub-farm so that the one who
would only pay £3 of rent should have only bis share, the same as the one
who paid & larger rent, and that the stock should be placed uunder proper
management and supervision, so that the poor man, although on a bed of
sickness, should yot suffer more than the man who was better off. We are
sometimes blaming proprietors, but this must be said that some of the
pecple among ourselves if they had the power would prboably use it
against their neighbours at least quite as oppressively, Many of the
landed proprietors probably don't use their power to the utmost. No doubt
the people have cause to compluin, and they have that all over the country ;
but what I want to speek about would be some practical measure for their
good. The people would benefit by many other things besides an increase
of the holdings of land. We are in want of a quay, and we get no assist-
ance whatever in order fo build one, even supposing eur boats should be
broken and injured. T should like that the people should get increased
holdings, aad [ don’t ses why they should not-—there is plenty of land and
to spare ; but still I would like if these other things could come in at the
same time, and along with that. But if any one thinks that we, my
Brother and myself, have too much land, we will be very glad to share it
with our pourer neighbours, and we have always been so,

97860, Professor Mackinnon.—Lots of Scoraig was a pieee of old pas-
iure land on Scoraig which was given to the people about forty years ago?
—1It was given to my father and another man forty years ago. We got
Lots of Scoraig along with Scoraig.

27861. But about the pluce these two men who were examined before
you, spoke about +—That is Lots, It was a part of Scoraig when we came
to Scoraig ; we got it along with Scoraig, althongh it is called éots now.

T
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27862, And then it was given to about twenty families I—It was given
to my father and another man, and then Lota was cut off Scoraig and
tweaty lots made of it.

27863. How many people are in Scoraig now —My brother and T
have the half of Scoraig and there are two families on the othet half.

27864, The Chairman.~The twenty lots which were made were given
to twenty families at alntost a nominal rent for a certain numbet of years?
—Yes, for so many days' labour.

27863. And then they were given for a second period for au ihereased
aumber of days’ labour +—Yes,

27866. And now they are given at a money rent —Yes.

27867. Do you think it was fair that the people, after sitting for a
number of years at a low rent, should pay a higher rent }—There are better
judges of that hers than L

97868. But I want to hear your opinion, because you are recommended

" as an independent witness7—My judgment is that they are pzying too

much rent,

27869. But do you think it right that, after sitting & term of years at
a nominal rent, they should gradually pay a higher rent %I don’t think
they should pay a higher reat ; they should have it for the first reny —that
is my opinion—as they were improving the land and making it better.
It is worth now more than £5 surely, when they improved it.

27870, You think they should aiways sit at the samerent —Well, I
don't know abount the same rent; but I don’t think it should bo puf at
such a high figure as it is now.

27871. I want to understand whether you think it would be wrong to
pat avy increase of rent upon them, or whether it is the amount of increase
you complain of 11 don't see that any other thing is advancing, and I
don't understand why rent should advance.

27872. Don’t you see that the price of labour and stock is getting
higher? What is asked is. Do you think it would be a wreng thing to
take a small increase of reat, or is it your objection that too much is put
on I—TI think there is too much put on.

27873. But you would not object to a little increase now and again 1—
No; but that would be just as people would say it would be just and
right to do it.

27874. Do you think it would be just and right to add any small thing
now and again '—1I don't concede that poiat.

27875. But in this particular place you think too much has been put
on 1—That {s my epinion whatever.

27876, They stated that they paid for a eroft supporting two cattle,
£2, 126 6d., and you think that is too much, What would you think a
reasonable rent for a small croft supporting two cattle}—Although 1
would mention a price for the Iot just now, it would not be accepted. If
I would be put out as judge for the place I would give an opinion, but T
am oot fit just now.

27B77. You won’t give your opinion to Her Majesty’s Commissioners }
—No.

278TR. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—Do you know where the twenty
families that got the half of Scoraig came from —The most of them cama
from Dundonnell —we came from that part curselves—and from Kildonan,
and part from Rereoch. Kildonan is part of & farm now ; it is just on a
right line over from the Ferry.

27879. Were they all put out of their places7—Yes.

. 27880. Tlas your own half of Scoraig been raised in rent since you got
it originally 7—It was a little. When this £5 was taken for Scoraig I
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think we had it for two years or 5o and then the rent was raised. The  BoNs.
notice was that we wonld require to pay double, but when my father went SHIRE.
to pay the rent I think we got it for two-thirds, and it is at that rent yet. -

1f anything was done it is not since our new proprietor came in. —
27881, You heard what the previvus delegate stated +—1I heard part of Fohn M ‘Iver.

UrrarooL

it.

27882. Do you know that these people in Scoraig besides paying a
money rent have to give labour ¥—They are wanting labour besides that.

27883. The proprietor is wanting labour besides that -—Yes, from all
the tenants.

27881 Do you know the number of days he wants T—They are want-
ing six days of the men, and four or five days of those that will be at home
just now, to cut peats and corn and everything of the kind,

27885. Are you obliged to give any service '—Yes, one must do it as
well as the rest, That is for the croft we have in Scoraig.

27886. What payment do you get for thess six days’ labour 1—Since
these new people came from Australia the people are getting their dinner
sometimes,

27837, No money i—No.

27888, Do you get a good dinner +—1I never heard them complain.

27889, I think you seem to fake it up that the previous delegates were .
complaining that you had' this bill pasture. I don’t think they intended :
that at all; they merely said they would like to have it —For my part :
I may say it is themselves that have it ; it is theirs as well as mine,

27890. On the contrary they rather state that were it not for the kind-
ness of yon and your brother 1t would not support twelve families besides
twenty +—That is true,

27891. You made some remarks about your countrymen, that they
might just go as far if they had tke power as bigger men, and you wanted
some regulations +—Yes, I think nothing will be of use unless there are
good regulations to make the tether for the merchant as well as for other
men as short as it can be done.

27892, Who could make the regulations but a proprietor ?—1If it would
come down from the Government that a board would be erected in every
parish to lonk after these things as well as the Parochial Board,

27893. That is what you are pointing to +—Yes.

27894, Dut hitherto the tenants eannot lay down any regulations with-
out the consent of the proprietor —No, I am sure a proprietor would have
no objections to a board of this kind—no right proprietor. It would
benefit his own tenants and he would get the rent. I think he would get
the rent, and he would get just all the kindness of the people.

27895, But every right tenant would like it too 3—1I think so.

27896. But not a man who put a great deal more stock on the pasture
than he ought to =—Well, according as the place is just now, if I am able
to put stock on the land I may put 200 or 300 sheep there. Is that jus
tice for the poor man who cannct buy one cow ¥

27897, Are the people about you rather peor in their circumstances’ —
They are, and they are poorer this year. I neversaw them so poor. Bub
I am hearing there are some gentlemen in this parish saying they are not.

27893, But you have very good means of knowing, because they are
in your bocks probably —My books show a different story.
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Jorx MacLEaw, Crofter and Shoemsker, Altandu, Coigach (41)—
examined.

27899, Mr Cuameron.—Have you any statement to make?-—Yes.
¢ Petition of the Crofters residing in Allandu, in the Purish of Lock-
s froom—Unto the Royal (Crofters’) Commissioners, humbly sheweth,—
¢ That there are nt present eighteen crofters and four cottars residing
¢ within the bounds of Altandu paying a reut of about £50 : that in our
¢ grandfathers’ days the township only paid £7, and was tenanted by five
¢ crofters, with much more pasture-land than we at present possess, part of
¢ which pasture-land is now under sheep and deer. That our arable land
¢ at present averages about three acres for each croft: that it has been
¢ tilled yearly for a great number of years, except what has been lately
¢ improved by ourselves, and that this improved land has been rented:
¢ and that some short time ago our rents were raised considerably. That
¢ as we are compelled to till our land yearly we can scarcely malke half a
¢ boll of meal for every pound of rent we pay. That should we build a
¢ house at our own expense, if we leave or are put away we receive no
¢ compensation whatever : that we generally receive some lime and sticks
¢ for a house and then the whole house is claimed for their value. That
¢ at present some of us are so deeply in debs that it would take nearly all
‘our stock to pay up the debits of merchants who have advanced meal,
¥ and other necessaries of life to ws.  That some of us are compelled to go
* below tide-mark and gather whelks, &e., to eke out a scanty livelihood.
¢ That our chief manure is sea-weed, which we have great difficulty in
¢ getting ashore, owing to the want of any suitable landing-place, s0 much
* 50 that often our lives and boats are in danger, and that we have to carry
* this manure in creels on our backs from the shore to our crofts. That
" for every horse we keep we must pay £1 in addition to our rent: that if
* we merely report we need the horse we must pay from that time although
f we may not have it for some time after saying we requive it. That it is
¢ chiefly by means of the easchrom that our patches of arable land are cul-
¢ tivated from among the rocks and bogs. That what we wish is more
f arable and pasture land, sufficient to keep ourselves and our families, say
¢ from ten to twelve acres in each croft, and for which we are quite williog to
¢ pay & reasonable rent ; compensation for improvements to our land ; aboli-
‘tion of the £1 charged for keeping each horse; small local harbours
* erected round the coast so that we may land fish, and the sea-weed re-
‘quired for manure; and that Government would advance boats and
¢ fishing material to those who lave no land, and to the young men who
“are experienced fishermen.' ¢ Statement from Coigach.—The average
¢ size of our crofts is about three acres. 'The original size was much more
‘than this but was reduced by subdivision. When Badentarbet and
¢ Achnahaird were turned into sheep farms, the hill pasture of Polbain,
¢ Altandu, and the township of Achnahaird was considerably diminished.
¢ We have to build our own houses, and only of late years do we get a
¢ little wood for roofing, but receive no compensation on removal nor for
¢ improvements we make on the lands. VWhen any improvement is made
‘on the lands our rents are immediately raised in proportion, and we
¢ therefore receive no benefit from them. We have also to pay for the sea
¢ ware which we gather on the shores of Isle Ristol and Old Dornie. This
¢ island, as well as all the summer Isles, was once in the possession of the
¢ people, and token from them about the sams time as Badentarbet and
¢ Auchinaird. We also feel that pauperism is greatly on the increase
¢ owing to the fallure of the fishing, the unproductiveness of the soil, and
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¢ the high rents—e.g., the rental of the district of Reef is abont thirteen NOSH-
¢ times what it was 100 years ago. If any crofter keeps a horse, he must ~ SBIRE-.
‘ pay £1 to the factor, even when the horse grazes on the crofter’s own CATO
* hill pasture. There is a patch of ground abeut twelve acres, in the very —
‘ middle of the island of Janera helonging to another proprietor. It is John Maclean.
¢ the best part of the soil, and should be given to the people. Being with-
*out o fence, the present tenant must be constantly driving away the
people’s sheep and cattle, so that they cannot get the good of the pasture
* for acres around this park. We should like, therefore, to have larger
* holdings, sceurity against evictions, and raising the rents on improvements,
¢ assistance to build better houses, and to get better boats and nets, and
¢ that safe and proper landings be erected on our shores to enable ns to
¢ prosecute the fishing.’

27900. I understand this is a particular statement from your parish }—
Yes,

27901. YWhe wrote the statement from Coigach 7—Our minister, Mr
Finlayson.

27902, Did he eompose it as well as write it *—XNo,

27903. Who composed it +-The neighbours.

27904. Did they appoint a committee to draw it up —Yes,

27905, And the committee met ai the minister's house - XNo, at the
church,

27906. How many members were there on it +—I am not sure, o good
many members.

27907. A dozen or twenty 7—Over a dozen I suppose.

27908, Were you one of the members of committee —Yes.

27909. Did the committee suggest these statements to the minister, or
did the minister first write the paper and suggest them to the committee 7
—The committee first suggested them to the m:mster and he wrote out
what they suggested.

27910. Were there any strangers present besides the minister?—1I am
not aware of any.

27811, It is stated in this paper that when any improvement is made
on the lands your rent is immediately raised in proportion, and thus you
therefore receive no benefit from the improvement : when was the last in-
crease on the rent made 7—Three years ago.

27912, Do you remember when the previous increase was made 7—No,
but there are those here who remember it.

27913. About how many years ago was it =—About forty years,

27914. Ho that it has stood for forty years without the rent being
raised +—Not as far s I know, but there is another delegate here older
than me.

27915. What is your own rent at the present moment #—Over £4.

27916. How much over —£4, 8s,

27917. Without taxes 'Z—Wlthout taxes.

27918. What was itithree years ago—£3, 163 only I was paying an
cxtra pound, for keeping a horse,

27919, So that you were rajsed 12s. 2—Yes.

27920. In fact, after holding the croft forty years it was raised 12s.?
—As far as I kaow.

27921. Will you explain about this horse—it is stated here that when
a crofter wishes to keep a horse he pays a pound whether he keeps the horse
or not }—After I myself had improved the land T could not work the
improved land without a horse. [ trenched more than half the whole lot ;
740 yards of stone drains I made myself. I made 365 yards of open
drains in order to drain away the surface water. After I made tlis im-
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provement, I could not work the place without a horse. I went to the
factor and asked permission ko keep a horse, and he was quite willing to
give me the permission, only I would have to pay an additional pound for it.
I Lad not the means to buy the horse at that time until after two years
wers due, and I had to pay the pound for the horse upon these two rents—
that is, I paid for two years before I got the horse. And although we
should provide summer pasture for the horses in a different parish, or even
in a different county, still we would huve to pay this pound additionalfor
the horse. T myself in one of these years grazed & horse in a different place
and I paid the pound. .

27922, Did you ever repressut this grievance to the factor?—7Yes, I
made a complaint to the factor about it. When I paid my first rent after
1 got permission to keep the horse T told the factor then that I had mot
actuslly a horse at all. It was to Br M‘Iver, the local factor, that I told
this.

27923. What did he say I put down the total rent——that is, the old
rent that was paid, and the additional rent that was added on three years
ago, on the table, and ke shoved it to the other side of the table and said
he could not aceept it unless I paid the pound for the horse as well.

27924, When you complained to the factor about putting on the pound
for the horse, what did he say in answer to your complaint, or did he say
anything *—He said that it was not he who prevented me from keeping a
horse, and I replied that I was not able to purchasea horse although I got
permission to keep it, and he said that was none of his business.

27925, Is that all he said +—Thatis all, in addition to what T have
stated already, that he would not accept the rent from me without the
additional peand as well

27926. Wuat is the amount of the stock which you keep on the croft ]
—A horse and three, four, or five head of cattle as the case may be,—
sometimes the one and sometimes the other.

27927. Is the pound paid for the horse included in the rent you gave me
just now +—There is £4, 83. for the rent and a pound for a horse whether I
have it or not.

27928. Then what is your stock not including the horse +—Three, four,
or five head of cattle as way be, and a dozen sheep, mors or less. I want
to make a statement about the cattle. Althpugh I and my neighbours
keep a certain number of eattle, and although the factor allows us to keep
them, the crofts will not sapport them.

27929. What do you do with the cattle in winter. Do you buy extra
food for them }—We buy food for them in winter and spring, i we can
get it.

27930. Used you formerly to keep that number of cattle, or did you
keep fewer I—I never kept a larger stock than that, but my forefathers
kept a larger stock when they kad more pesture ground—ground which
is now oceupied by sheep and deer,

27931. Is it want of wintering that prevents you from keeping that
number of cattle, or want of grazing =—Both.

27932, Is there any bill grazing or arable ground adjacent to your eroft,
and which could be added to your croft with advantage +—Plenty of it.

27933. Lying on the bounds of your eroft—contiguons to it +—VYes,
land under sheep adjacent to our pasture land.

27934, If portions of that were added to your croft would it give you
trable ground as well as hill pasture, or only hill pastare 3—Certainly it
would give us more arable gronnd and hill pasture as well,

27935, Has that lund adjacent to your eroft ever been under the plough?
—Yes, it has been upder the caschrom.
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87936. Is it of the same quality s that which is deseribed as being so  poss-
inferior that it can only be worked by the caschrom 7—Part of it is six  SHIRE
times more valus; because I have it from my father. TLiapo

27937, Bat judging from your own eyes do you consider that the land Lhﬂoh
would plongh t-Yes, I have heard my father say that out of this land John Maclean.
which I have spoken of he would take a creel of potatoes for every creel
of sea-wars used in manuring it, and now I can only dig a creel of potatoes
for every six creels of sea-ware out of the croft I have, )

27038. In this paper it is stated that the crofters wish security against
evictions ; are we to understand by that, that there have been in recent
times arbitrary evictions 7—I cannot say in quite recent times that there
have becn arbitrary evictions. Aunother delegate will tell exactly when
the evictions took place; there were some,

27939. Within your own experience have there been arbitrary evictions 1
—None in my neighbourhood within my recoilection,

27940. Wil you explain about the patch of ground in the small island
of Tanera —Mr Bankes of (ruinard and Letterewe got a piece of groand
called the Parks, which once belonged to the late Mr Macdonald of Taners,
and is now occupied by people from the other side of Loch Broom—from
the Poolewe neighbourhood and district. They bad no right to go
beyond the dyke fences upon this cultivated portion to the pasture
surrounding the place, but they are there for the last sixteen years, and, so far
83 I can hear from others, for a considerable number of years back, The
fences are not well kept up so as to keep cattle in or out. Now these
tenants of the late Mr Bunkes chased their neighbour’s stock with dogs.
The cattle stray in and out, and those that are within, chase their neigh-
bour's stock with dogs. People tell me they have complained to.the
factors upon this property, and that they have got no benefit from that.

27941, You state here that you wish that the pecple could get better
boats and nets, and that a safe and proper landing place should be put up
upon the shores to enable them to prosecute the fishing; and in the first
paper you Bay you wish the Government to supply these nets$—TI would
prefer that you would confine my examination to the first paper.

27942, Do the people fish much %—Yes.

27943. Are they fond of Sshing +—Yes,

27944. They take naturally to it*—Some of them ; there are some
without any land at all, and these go to the fishing.

27945, Are there many cottars —Yes,

27946, How many —Four in Altandu.

27947, Are they fishermen +—-Some of them.

97948, Are the people too poor to buy nets and boats for themselves
—Much too poor. Could you expect anything else from those who make
their livelihood from the whelks gathered on the sea shore?

27949, X suppose I may take it for granted that what the people about
you really want are larger holdings, both arable and pasture, and assistance
to enable them %o prosecute the fishing7—Yes, but they have no landing
place, even suppusing they had boats and nets, )

27950, They also want pilers?—Yes; boats and nets and a pier for
fishing. T bave an additional matter to bring up if you give me the
opportunity. .

27951, The Chatrman.—Go on.—The tenants of Achnshaird march
with us on one side. Some of their pasture land is upon our march and
sume of their arable land is upon our march. These people had abeut a
third part of their arable and pasture land tiken from them and added to
a neighbouring farm. Now this has thrown their burden upon us who
march with them and is an extremely hard matter for us. It confines us
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very mucl.  The one tenant cannot very well quarrel with the neighbour-
ing tenant on the matter when the factor will not settle matters between
ws. In my father's time there were three tenmants from our township
transplanted into a part of our own hill pasture and settled there. They
pay £10 of rent, and these three get a considerable portion of pasture lanil
which property belongs to Allandu.

27952, Mr Fraser-Muckintosh.—You “said that the person who put
the pound on you was not the preseat factor?—I didn't say that.

27953, Ts that custom about the pound going on to this day —Yes.

27954, Had the people in your township horses of old #—Yes, they had
as many as they pleased, and they used to winter and summer in & place
called Strath Polly, now under sheep and deer.

279535, Was it at the time that hill pasture was taken from them that
the privilege of keeping horses was taken away I believe it was, but 1
cannot he very well certain; an older delezate might speak better
to that.

27956. Can you give any explanation why yon are prohibited from
keeping horses +—No.

27957, Have you turned it over in your mind, over and over again to
think what the reason could be =—TYes, I have turned it over often enough
in my head, but I could not make it out. Is it not quite manifest to any
one when he has a pound to pay whether he has a horse or not, that all
the estate managers want is money ¥

27958. Who is the tenant of Baden Tarbet just now 7—A Mr Cameron.

27939, Were there any crofters removed from that farm originally §—
Plenty of them,

27960. You stated that the farm of Baden Tarbet which was taken away
was, aceording to the story of your father, six times ag good ™—There were
three places—QOld Dornie and Risdale and Baden Tarbet which were’
occupied by tenants long age, and which were then worth six times the
value of the places, I now work, necording to my father's story.

27961, Was it your opinion from what you heard {from your father,
that it was becanse they were so good that they were taken away and put
into a sheep farm —1 could not say that.

27962, Why did they take that particular part 7Tt is very likely that
may be the reason, although T caonot say.

27963. And is it likely they loft the bad parts because they were not
worth taking 7—Yes, they were hardly worth taking.

27964, With regard to your improvements, you have told us you
drained so much, both cpen and closed drains, and improved your croft
altogether; what assistance did you get from the proprietor #—Nothing.
I got nothing, but it was the factor's people that measured the place four
¥ears ago, and I complained to him then that I had made & great deal of
improvement upon the place, but he said nothing, I am in that respect
in much the same condition as my neighbours who sent me here.

27965, Is it an encouragement to you and others to make improvements
in these circumstances™—How can it be an encouragement to make an
improvement, when not only you get no compensation for making them,
but the rent is increased $

27966, Sir Kenneth Mackenzie.—Has any sub-division of crofts taken
place in your life-time }—XNot in my time, but there are two families living
within the bounds of one eroft as they were originally allotted.

27967, How did these other families get there 7—When a father died
sometimes he left two sops and they would remain upon the land.

27968, You mentioned that pauperism is on the increase, to what do
you atiribute that speeially #—The reason is, the smallness of the lots
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occupied by the people. The populatien is increasing and the amount of
land ocenpied by them i3 getting less, getting worse, and getting dearer.

27969, Is it to the dearness of the land or to the smallness of the lots
that you attribute this tendency to pauperism —Both combined, but
especially to the smallness of the lots.

27970, When you asked the facter for leave to get s horse, and
obtained leave, did the factor give you any additional ground, or any other
advantage —Not a foot although 1 paid him a pound for the keeping of
this horse, His idea is that I must have a horse myself,

27071. When you obtained permission to keep a horse did the factor
cxplain to you that from that moment you would have to pay the pound
whether you bought the horse or not 1—I put that very question to the
factor, I asked him whether I would Lave to pay this additional pound
whether I haud a horse or not, and he said he was not certain, but they
objected to change the stock in the rent roll—having it down whether a
man was entitled to keep a horse or not—and when I appeared to pay my
rent 1 had to pay the pound.

27972, Why did you ask leave to keep a horse so long before you had
the monsy to buy it +—I can tell that. There were some in the township
that kept a horse. Those of them that were facile and pliable paid the
pound, and those that were rather obstinate in a wry paid notling for it
Now about that time I was told by the ground officer of the place that
he had a schedule, down in which the name of every person had to be
entered who wished to get a horse, and he stated—we don’t know whether
he had authority for it or not—that whoever would not put down his
name as wishing to keep a horse, upon that occasion would not get
another chance,

27973. Is the rule about the horsc an old rule upon the estate, or has
it been introduced recently 7—1I never heard my father say that his father
paid a penny for a horse, and he would have very often three or four of
them out on the hills,

27974, Sherifl Aicolson.—Was your father in good circumstances i—In
far better circumstances than I am.

27975. Had he more horses and cows—Yes, he had more cattle and
gheep, but I never saw him with more than one horse unless, indecd, it
might happen to be a mare and foal.

27976, Was anything additional paid for horses in those days I never
beard of it.

27977. How long ago was it =My father kept a horse all his lifetime,
snd he only died three years ago.

27978, Do you remember your grandfather’s time 1—Yes.

27979, He was befors your father—Yes

27980. In the same place ?—Yes, in the same land.

27981. What was his condition—was he in good cireumstances—TYes,
twice over better than my father was.

27982, He had more land —He had more pasture land,

27983. There were fewer tenants then ?¥—Yes.

27984. How long ago was that +—Sixty to eighty years ago.

27985, The paper states that there were only five tenants in Altander
in your grandfather's time, who paid only £7 for the whole township,
Is that so?7—7Yes.

27986, And are there now eighteen crofters and four cottars in that
township —Yes.

27987. And they pay £507—Yes. Formerly the land could just keep
the tenants, and they didn't require to go to the shore to seck for shell-fish,
and go east and west to the danger of their lives, for work.
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27988. Was thers ever any money laid out by the proprictor for
improvements in that place 3—Not that I know of, except for roads.

27989, Are the rvads good —Yes.

27990. When were they made +—A couple of years ago, down our length.

27991, Do you all pay road money 1 cannot tell.

27992. Don’t you know whether you pay it yourself 3—There is pour
rate and school rate mentioned in the receipt, but not road money.

Duxcan Macxewzig, Crofter, Reef (76)—ezamined.

27903, Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—Have you sny statement to makei—
Yes.—* The Petition of the Crofters residing in Reet, Coigach, in the
¢ Parish of Lochbroom, unto the Ruyal Commissioners, Highlands and
¢ Islands,—~Humbly sheweth,—That thers are about furty young men,
*residing in 1leef, wlho are experienced fishermen, and are able and willing -
“to work at sea, but who are prohibited {rom doing so, by waut of proper
‘ boats and fishing material, and by the want of any suvituble local harbour:
¢ That thera i3 ebundauce of fish near the coast, indeed it 13 helieved that
‘there is not a better fishing station between Cape Wrath and Gairloch
‘Head : That most of the men are the support of their parents, and are
‘at present bravely striving with their small boats and poor material to
‘keep their pareuts from becoming & burden on the parish, We there-
‘fore most humbly solicit that you would use your influence with Her
¢ Majesty’s Government so that they would advance to us guod substantial
‘boats and fishing material at a stated rate of interest, and giving us a
“stated time to repay the-outlay ; and also that a small harbour would be
‘erected o0 as to enable us to land our fish in safety. By doing so an
‘inestimable benefit would be conferred, not only on the inhabitants of
¢ Reef, but also on the inhabitants of the west coast generally.’

27994, Were youappointed a delegate by the inhabitants of Reef+—Yes.

27995. How many were present at the time yon were appuinted I—
Aboutb a dozen of them. The people are not at home just now; they are
away but they left their mandate with ua

27996. How many crofters are there in the township you represent—
About twenty who pay rent.

27997. Any cottars —Four.

27998. Altogether T suppose you represent about ene hundred people?
—Yes, probably about one hundred.

27999. Have you any statement to make over and above what is in the
paper +—What I, as an old man, have to complain of chiefly is, that the
rent has been increased, and this in consequence of our own improvements
upon the land,  Qur township paid a rent of £60, and for the last three
years we have been paying £80. Now I am an old man and I have no
family—they have taken wing and flown away—they were not of such
a kind as would remain in the place. I kept a horse before the rent was
raised, and they made me pay for the horse separately from ths rent. Now
they have combined the rent of the horse with the rent of the land, I
pay now £1 for the grazing of a horse in another place, in Assynt at
Knockan, and the factor here compels me to pay £1 on the eroft.
The placs is contracted and is not suitable for grazing a borse in
gummer

28000, What is your rent now ?—£4.

28001. Does that include the ponnd for the horse %—The £4 includes
the horse ; and there are the rates in addition,
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28002, How long have you been a crofter yourself —Nearly fifty
years,

Z8003. When you began what rent were you paying 1—£2, 10s,

28004, Have you got the same land and the same privileges of hill
pasture that you had fifty years ago when you began #—Yes, but it is a bad
Falace; it is rocky and stony ground, and I expended a great deal of

bour upen it blasting the rocks.

£8005. Have you been during the last forty years improving and trying
to develop the resources of your croft to the utmost =—Yes,

2B006. And the result has been all added to your rent %—Yes, the
man that improves best will have his rent increased most,

28007. There seems to have been a rise of rent on the property;
did anybody go about valuing the places —Only our own factors.

28008. They are quite able themselves to raise the rent without calling
in other people?—Yes, quite; I did not happen to be at home at the
time; I was at Caithness fishing when the valuation was made.

28009. Are your houses in pretty good order%—They would be none
the worse of being better.

28010. Have you kept them up yourself all the time you have been
tenant }—Yes, it was myself that erected them and kept them up after-
wards, [ paid for the masons and took some of the timber from Wick aud
from Inverness and Loch Hourn.

28011, Did you ever get any assistance in the way of money, or timber,
or lime from the proprietor —Not a penny.

28012. May your cese be called & typical one of the rest of the crofters,
or did they get any help +—So far a3 I am aware their eondition in that
respect i3 the same; I am not aware that they ever asked any
assistance.

28013. When the rent was raised from £60 to £80 on the townehip
three years ago, did you get anything directly or indirectly in the way of-
extension I—Nothing whatever ; I would not even get an ounce of powder
to blast the rocks. I did not ask the pasture, but what I asked I did not

et.
¢ 28014. What did you ask +—There is no oceasion to tell.

28015. Are the cottars a burden to the crofters to some extent - They
must needs be, DBut if they are ablo to have a cow they wiil have a cow
and if they can afford to buy a sheep they will have a sheep, and they
need potato ground and other conveniences.

28016. Do they pay any rent to the township in money or labour 3—
I am not aware. :

28017, Does the township pay poor rates —VYes.

28018. Do I understand that besides paying poor rates they have these
four families entirely to support also—They make their livelihood some*
way. The whole of their livelikood is not by any means dependent on
us; if that were the case they would be hungry indeed.

28019, Is there any land near them convenient, which might be
added to their ground ?—There are other temants coming in between
us #nd the large farm of Baden Tarbet,

28020, In order to meke the people comfortable at Reef it would be
necessary to transport some of them elsewhere?—Yes, that would be
necessary, but I am not sure that they would be willing to emigrate.
The younger ones have to support their parents

98021. I mean to emigrate to Baden Tarbet there?—They would be
exceedingly glad to go there; that is suitable land for rearing peopls, and
not ours, Our land is rock and moss,

25022. Can you ever be comfortable in these eircumstances as long as
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you remain in your present crippled and confined state%—No; that is the
reason why they ask for assistance to enable them to take their livelihood
ont of the sea.

25023, Sherif Nicolson.—What kind of harbour have you at present ?
—1It is o bad harbour in winter.

28024, What wind blows into it I-—The sounth-west wind

38025. Is there no safe creek into which you can take your boats?
No,

28026. What do you do with them? Have you to haul them up on
the grass I—7To be sure,

28027, Is there a good place on your shore where a pler or breakwater
could be made It could be done very well at considerable expense.
There are pleaty of stones.

28028. Have you not made any kind of little gquay for your own con-
venience—Yes, there is a sort of quay.

928026, Would it be very expensive to make a better one $—That would
depend upon the amount cf labour which would be expended upon it.

28030. Has every house-holder there got & boatt—Almost all of them
have.

28031, They have no large boats of the sort they have on the East
coast 7—Yes there are some ; one that I had myself is still there, and there
is another one.

28032. Where did you get that boat I—In Wick.

28033. What did it cost 1—2£80.

28034 And did you pay that for the boat yourself I—Yea.

28035. How did you make the money +—By the sea, not by the
land.

28036, If all these forty young men and their successors at Reef had
good boats and sufficient gear, do you think they could live by the fishing !
~—They would try whatever,

28037. Do you think they conld do it withont the land 7—I am not
sure. The land is for the old people and the sea for the young men.

28038. I suppose they could not get on well unless they had milk to
give their children, for which one cow at least is necessary —They would
be the better of that.

28039. And they would rather raise their own potatoes than be buying
then 2—Surely.

28040. Are they able to raise potatoes enough just now to support their
families }—Not by any means.

28041. Was there a total failure of your crop last year+—The wind
swept away the crops, and the storm destroyed the potatoes.

28042. Are your own circumstances worse just now than they were
when you were young *—Yes, as my family left me—that is the reason of
it; and my strength ebbed away.

258043. Where have they all gone away to?—Some of them died, and
the females married.

28044. Are you able to get enough out of your own croft to support
you—No, it is by the horse I am taking home the peats, T am not able
to carry any burden.

28045. Does your ground supply you with food enongh —XNo. .
28046. How are you able to pay for the meal and the things you buy?
—It is by the stock, and by ths credit this year. ‘

28047. What can you make by selling beasts in a good year1—1I get
£5 or £6 for a good beast.

28048. Is that the most ?—This year £8 if it is a good beast,

28049. Have you any sheep 7—Yea.
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38039. How many —Indeed I have not many sheep.

28051. Perhaps you don’t know how many *—1I know fina,

28053, How many —DBetween five and ten.

28053. Do you sell any of them +—Yes, I sold thres this year.

28054, What did you get for them 3—£1 for the three.

28055. What kind were they, black-faced T—Just that.

28056. Do you sell wool also 1—I sold the wool with them,

%8057' Do you ever in your place make clothes out of your own wool §
—Yes,

28058. Do 2 good many of them do that +—Yes, a good many.

28059. Have you weavers 7—Very rarely now.

28060. Had the people better clothes when you were young or worse
—The young people will get good clothes.

28061. But are the peopls generally better clothed than when you were
young —They are.

28062, I suppose when you were young a good many of the men would
go bare-footed I—Very few,

28063. Do you think the clothes they buy are as good as those they
made ?—1 think not, ’

28064. Are the children better clothed than they used to be 7—1 don’t
know that. '

28065. Are any of them so poorly clothed that they have some delicacy
-or difficulty in going to school +—Indeed, yes.

28066. But I hope there are not many of your people in that condition }
~—1I know some of the children that were kept from school last examina-
tion for a fortnight for want of clothes.

28067. The Chairman.—Do you remember the time before the first
great potato disease F—Yes, quite well

28068, Were the potatoes very much better befors that, than they are
now —VYes, very much better. 'We had a kind of potatoes then, that I
don’t see now at all.

28069. Was that a great advantage to the people then, and have they
suffered much in consequence of tbe disease i—The people at that time
lived more upon potatoes than they do now ; even supposing they had
potatoes now, they would not consider it good diet.

28070, In those days did the people have potatoes enough sometimes to
last a whole year +—VYes, when I first remember.

28071, How long will they last mow t—Usually till seed time, but they
give the potatoes away to the cattle more now.

Murpo Stewart, Crofter, Achiltubuie (60)—examined,

98072, Sir. Kenneth Mackenzie.—Have you any statement7—Yes,
¢ The grievances of the crofters of Achiltubuie and Badinscallie are much
¢ the same as thoso complained of everywhere else—inferior quality of
¢ lands, excessive rents, no compensation given for tenants’ improvements,
¢ and want of fixity of tenure. About fifty years ago, when the lands were
¢ laid out in lots there were seventy-two families on as many lots ; now on
¢ the same lots there are 104 families. A number of the crofters of the
* township of Badinscallie bave no roads to their houses, and their chil-
¢ dren run very great risks in going te and coming from school from wang
¢ of a road. It iz not merely that roads are wanting in some very critical
¢ places ; but from some curious ideas which have pervaded in the minds
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¢ of those who manage the affairs of the estate. Roads have been made,
¢ ag for example, that from Druimraoneidh to the east of Badinscallie, a
* distance of about twenty-two miles. Now between Druimraonaidh and
¢ Achiltubuie there is only one sclitary hounse for a shepherd. By the
¢ above-menticned road there are thirty-one miles between the east end of
¢ Badinscallie and Ullapool, the chief town of the distriet of Coigach,
¢ And yet while that road has been made for the accommodation of sheep-
¢ farmers and deer stalkers, one of the wildest paths, that by which the
¢ Coigach people go to Ullapool, has never had a road made in it. This
¢ year o road was made to the east end of Badinscallie, but it now termi-
¢ nates pear the brink of a dangerous river over which the children pass to
¢ gehool, and the seven miles from that abrupt termination, along the face
¢ of the Big Rock, remain a succession of dangers to those who venture to
‘ pass. In speaking of the roads, we think it is necessary to state that
¢ these two townships are in an exceedingly awkward position in relation
¢ to the national centres, and even to the local ones. They are situated
‘ along the south-west margin of the rough and mountainous streich of
¢ country which forms the northern side of the entrance from the Atlantic
‘ to the two Loch Brooms, and have for their commercial eapital the town
¢ of Ullapool. The east end of Badinscallie iz cut off {rom Ullapool by the
¢ Big Rock, to a degres which cannot well be understood without seeing
¢ the said Rock. We respectfully take the liberty of suggesting that in
¢ passing out of Lochbroom the Royal Commissioners would keep a north-
* west course for some miles, and have a full view of the giddy line of
¢ gerambling which bas to be fullowed by the carrier of Her Majesty’s mails,
* along the face of rocks high and steep and slippery enough to try the
¢ equilibrium of & goat as well us of a man. About thirty-two years ago
¢ the township of Badinscallie was let to a man named Alexander M‘Kenzie
¢ who was postmaster and shopkeeper in Ullapool. He laid on impost
¢ under which each tenant was obliged to supply him with thirty creels of

¢ peats, per annum, delivered to him and deposited in his cellar, or pay a

¢ penalty of 7s. 6d. which penalty is still exacted by the factor of the
¢ Duchess of Sutherland, As apother example of the details in the fae-
¢ torial system of management, mention may be made of the fact that twe
¢ lots in Badinscallie, happening at one time to have a cornmill each for
¢ the accommodation of the district, kad £1 eachlaid on therent. Allthe
¥ profit from the mills have been entirely taken away abont nine years
¢ ago, by the building of another mill. The crofters still cortinue to pay
¢ the £2, although the mills are now in ruins. Wkhile we are taught that
‘go many of us should devote themselves entirely to fishing, no fishing
¢ gtations or landing places have been constructed. It is seldom now that
‘ a family ean do without buymg from five to seven bolls of meal in the
¢ year, and the more general rule is that they buay from twelve to fifteen
¢ bolls, The calculation with many is that in good years they will raise
¢ of food what, in meal and potatoes will keep them for three or four
¢ months in the year. So that in reality the rent and the greater part of
¢ the support of the people come out of the sea, and other industrial sources.
f Not to enlarge any longer in this direction, we respectfully submit the
¢ following suggestions for the betfering of our condition. Thata substan-
¢ tial reduction, be made on existing rents; that compensation be given
¢ for tenants’ improvements ; that fixity of tenure be granted; that the
‘ aitention of the Glovernment be called to the unsatisfactory mail service ;
¢ and the providing of piers on our shores so as to admit of the yeung and
¢ strong among us devoting some of thair energies to enriching themselves
¢ by drawing upon the wealth of the sea.—ArLaN M‘Leaxw, Murpo Stew-
Y axr.’ * A glaring instance of refusal to give any compensation for im-
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! provements.—Alexander” Grant, crofter in the east end of Badinseallie,
¢ spent, about £40, besides labour performed by himseli, His rent was only
‘ raised, and Mr Gunn, factor, refused to give any compensation.for work
‘done on the farm, Owing to the excessive rent, he gave up the favm
‘ this year. The said Alexander Grant will be present, and can be exa-
¢ mined himself.”

28073, I suppose this paper was written before you were aware that
the Commissioners passed by the Big Rock on Saturday 1—Yes,

28074, Would it be possible at any moderate expense to make a road
through the Big Rock —Yes,

28075, A road for a horse and cart ?— Yes.

28076, Would it not be a very eosily road +—Yes, it would cost & good
deal of money ; roads over rough places always cost money.

28077. Would you expect the proprietor to be at such an outlay as te
make a voad through that place 7—Yes, I think o, when it is upon his
own land.

h28078. Would the rent of Coigach pay for it 1 am unable to answer
that.

28079. How loung is it since your rents were raised last +—Three years
ago.

28080, THow lonz was it before that, that your rents were raised =-—Qver
thirty years at least.

28081. Your rent is now entered in the valuation roll at £4, 8s., is
that correct 1—Yes.

28082, What was it before the rise took place +—£3, 3s

28083. Did that inelude the keep of the horse?—DNo, there was no
horse either then or now. Two or three people in the place asked for
horses, but most of them did not.

28084. Does the rise of 22s. entitle you to keep & horse T—If we kept
a horse we would not have & cow or any animal but itself ; we will not
have enough to maintain it.

28083, Are you sutitled to pasture a horse for the £4, 5s. +—No.,

28086, Would you have to pay another £1 ?—Yes.

28087. Do the young people fish much at present?—The greater
number of them fish; I have fished myself since T was eight years
of age,

28088. Is it at the curing station of Tanera thut you deliver your fish 1
—Yes, at this very time.

28089, Is there not goed harbour accommeodation there }—Very good ;
that is the anchorage.

28090. Is it not & good landing place +—There is ne guay.

28091, Where would you think best to have a harbour and quay X
would not like to say anything that would be objectionable to uther
people, T would only speak for myself, i

28002, Is Tanera not a very convenient place for the'village of Achil-
tubuie 1—Yes, if one fished without having anytbing to do with land at
the same time ; but then we live and have our dwelling and eroits ashore
ou the other side.

28093, Would it be any advantage to you to have a pier and harbour
if you could not get a curer +—I believe it would be of great service. We
would get a curer to come there for the herring and also for white
fish.

28094. Would Achiltubuis be more suitable for the country in general?
—Yes ; it is on the mainland while Tanera is only e island. .

28095. Ysthere a suitable place for making a harbour on the mainland ¥
Yes there is such a place, but it would cost labour and expense.
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23096. Would it be reasonable—moderate labour and expense—1
capnot very well give any idea whether the expense would be reasonable ;
I kuow that the convenience of it would be very great.

ALRXANDER GRANT, formerly Crofter at Badenscully, now Labourer
with Mr Fowler (48)—examined.

28097, The Chairman.— Who has the croft you held formerly 1—Neil
and Murdo and Donald Macleod, formerly my neighbours.

28098, M Ceameron.—3What rent were you paying for the cioft before
the rise was put npon it —4£4, 175,

28099. What was the rise put upon it ?—The rent was increased by
29s, and there were also 29s of a further addition when the high road
would be mads to the place—23s, of a rise and 29s. of a prospective rise.

23100. Did any of your neighbours agree to pay this rise —The road
was not put there by the time I left; but it is there now. All the
neighbours payed additional rent ; they were obliged to, I built a house
and barn and a byre at my own expense, and they have now made a
kennel of the byre and the gamekeeper occupies the house.

28101. Was it in consequence of your improvements that the rent was
raised +—T caunob say, only I was obliged to pay it or else leave,

28102. Did your neighbours who had not made improvements have the
same rise of rent imposed 7—Yes, that is quite true, but it was after T
made these improvements that the rent was raised upon me, I only occupied
the house four years, I put shutters upon the windows and closed the
doors, and the factor opened them.

28103. Where are you now !—I live at Braemore.

28104. Have you regular wages I—Yes.

28105, Is it more easy to make your living that way than the way you
did before %—VYes, it is easier and cheaper for me to live there. I would
not get sizpence worth to earn where I was before although I should die,
myself and my children,

23106, Your complaint is that you did not get compensation—Yes,

that is my complaint. I said I would take the windows and door which

I brought from Glasgow, and I was threatened with the police.

28107, The Chairman.—I wish to know how much money you laid
out upon the house and offices in improvements altogether '—I had an
outlay of £40 or so, not counting my own work. I worked at the croft
day and night.

28108. If you wislied to build a new house did you ask the factor or
proprietor to render you any assistance —Yes, I got some wood and some
lime.

28109. How much do you value the wood and lime at?—I am not
very well able to give it in money,—ten barrels of Hime and thirty battens
about 11 feet long,

28110. Who supnlied the slate?—The houses were thatched. L bought
iron and sacking from Glasgow, and the windews and doors.

28111, Tf you laid out £40 yourself, do yeou think the materials you
received from the proprietur were worth £20 —XNo, not £5,

28112, You paid £40, and perhaps the proprietor paid £5?—1I paid
£40 myself ; I cannot say what the proprietor paid.

28113. When you determined to expend this sum of mouey in building
a new house did you ask the factor for any security of tenure, or any
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¢ompensation? did you ever ask for a lease?1 caunot tell whother [
asked it, but I koow that T would not get it supposing T did ask.

28114, Did any one in your place ever ask fur or receive a lease —No,
nor any upon the estate.

28115. Tvd auy one you know ever ask fur or receive any compensation
for improvements on leaving their bolding #—I cannot tell I only knew
about my own property.

28116, Did you leave the place with very great reluctance?—1I was
obliged to go where I could get food and clothes, but I may say it was
the dearest spot on earth to me,

28117. Was there any cause of fault or dissatisfaction between you and
the factor besides the question of the house —No, there was no reason at
all except that 1 eould not make a livelihood there. I had no quarrel with
the factor.

28118, You are now upon the land of Mr Fowler; have you got a
house from Mr Fowler t—Yes.

28119. Have you constant employment from him; I have not bad a
broken day since I went there.

28120. Do you receive good wages '—1I am quite satisfied with them—
both with the wages and with the master.

28121, Comparing your situation as labourer with a good landlord, and
your situation as erofter before your rent was raised, whether would yon
prefer to be a labourer or a crufter %—* The flag at the doorstep of the

¢ great house is slippery.” [A Gaelic proverb meamnﬂ——he had more secu-
rity where he was before.]

28122, Do you consider that as a crofter you had a higher secial position
than as a mere lsbourer -—There was such a time, but it is gone; now
respect is given to the man that has means.

28123, Do the people of thecountry consider the erofter who kas land,
above the man who depends upon his daily wages, or do they not ?—
When I had = croft I was a greater slave than I am now,

28124, What rent do you pay to Mr I'owler for your house +—-1s, 6d.
a weel

281325, Have you a garden —XNo, but I have potate ground and manure
given to me.

28126. Have you any cows’ grasa ¥ have never asked that yet.

28127. Afr Fraser-BMackintosh.—What was the first rent you were pay-

ing t—&£4, 17s,

28128, What was asked of you 293, more

28129, You are paying now ls. 6d. a week~—do you know how much
that is a year +—1It will come to about £4.

28130. Iz that o cheap rent?—Yes, whken I get woerk.

28131. Bat supposing you could not get work +—But I must work.

28132, If you got back your old place at your old rent to-morrow, would
you go back? the pluce was dear to you; is it not so yet 7—It was about
seventy-five years since tenants came to that place and they never put a
road ip, but when the gamekeepers came they put a read to the house at
once,

28133. What is it you want now? are you satisfied now to remain
where you are if you get the value of your improvements +—VYes, if I would
get them 1 would never go back.

28134, Until there be new rules T—Yes,

28135. And the old rent?—-Many a time they alter the rent. When
they gave the land to Mr Mackenzie who had the running of the mail here,
each tenant was obliged to give thirty crcels of peats in the year to him.
Now, our people not being conveniently situated for theso peats,shad to pay
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the money. Then, when this practice stopped, those who were down for a
money payment continued to pay it as rent when they eeased to pay 1t as
peats. That wasa grievance.  When the rule came upou the estate that a
pound was to be paid for every horse that was kept, horses were so thick
about the place that many a time I would have to chase them away before I
conld get a cow out of the byre,

Myorpo StEwART, Fisherman and Crofter, Achiltubuie—~examined.

28136. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—About what part of Achiltubuie do
you reside —The end nearest Ullapool.

28137. Do you know a farm ealled Morefield /—Yes, it is upon the
other side of the river.

28138, Ts it well fenced and a dyke about it +—We live far away; I
don’t know. The people hereabout will know.

28139. Do you know the Free Church +—Perfectly well.

28140. What is the name of the place beyond the ¢hurch over which
there is @ new bridge %—DBaden Tacbet,

28141, Who occupies that part immediately beyond the bridge +—Mr
Cameron.

28142, Were people removed from that place looking towards the sea —
Yes, but there are others who can tell more about that than T can.

28143, In going along that road on this side of the ehurch do you know
a house of two stories occupied by a man Macleod +—Quite well, and I know
Macleod also.

28144, Do you know a house between the read and the sea very near
Macleod's house occupied by an elderly man rather infirm in his heslth,
and his wife and daughter 7—Y¥es.

28145, What is the name of that man ?—James Macleod.

25146. Have you been in his house ?—VYes.

23147. Have you ever seen a worse house in your life occuplied as a
dwelling 7—Yes, I have, but there are not very many womse to be seen
DOW.

25148. Do you know Drumraonaidh —Yes I know Drumraonaidh very
well.

28149. What is it now?—There are shepherds and a shooting lodge
there; it is part forest and part under sheep.

28150. How long is it since part was made forest?—Tt iz not very
many years since it wag made into a forest, but there have always been deer
on the hill,

28151, Is it part of Rhidorrach 3—1 cannot tell.

28152. Do you kunow what the forest of Rhidorrach used to be1—T
never was that way ; I had more to do with the sea than the land.

28153. Are there any delegates here to-day who can give any informa-
tion about the forest 7—The people near this place ought tn know more
about it, and if you come upon any of them they may be able to tell you

28154, Do most of the people in your place keep sheep —Yes,

- 28155, Is there any fixed number for a man according to his rent —
es.

28156. Does anybody keep more sheep than his rent entitles him to on
the hill t—VYes, there are some that keep more sheep.

38157. What is the greatest number of sheep that any man has on that
hill "I caunot tell accurately.



Minutes of Evidence. 1795

28158, Is there anybody else from Achiltubule who can tell T don't  ROSS-
think there is. SHIRE.
28159, Is it not the case that some people keep more sheep there than
they are entitled to, and that others have less than they might keep —
That is the case. Murdo
28160. Do you think it would be desirable and agreeable to the people Stewart.
if it were made into a club farm —Yes, I think it would be very desirable
if it eould be done, but there are too many families to make 2n arrange-
ment of that kind,
28161, Why too many families: would not these families Lave ono
shepherd watching all their sheep—would not that be an advantage to
them 3—The reasoen why it would not suit is because, owing to the great
number of people, there would be a difficalty in getting them to agree,
28162, The people who have more sheep than they are entitled to,
would not like it =—That is the case.
28163, But don’t you think that if the factor were endeavouring to
arrange it for them, with their own consent, and pay a man chosen by
themselves, the thing might be done with advantagel—Yes, the factor
has imposed upon us a thing less desirable than that.
28164, What do you refer to *—Additional rent.
28165. When was your rent raised —Three years ago.
28166, What was it before 7—It was three guineas before, and it is
£4, ba, now.
28167. How many beasts do you keep yourself +—One cow and two
smaller beasts, no horse, and four sheep, I am more a fisherman than a
crofter, :
23168. Are you sure you have mot twenty sheepi—I have never had
that number sinee [ was born. It would be more to the purpose if I wers
to be questioned about nets.

TULLAPOOL

Jon~ Fowwrer, C.E., Proprietor of Brastnore (66)—examined.

28169. The Chatrman.—How long have you been connected with this J chn Fowler.
country +—Eighteen years.

25170, Were you acquainted with the condition of the Highlands
before you becanie proprietor =—7Yes, for thirty-twoe years. During the
last thirty-two years I have spent several months of every year in the
Highlands.

28171, And you have been a great employer of labour in various
countries —Yes,

28172, You have had occasion to study or observe the condition ef
labouring people in many parts of the Highlands 9—Yes, the question of
the condition of the labouring classes has always been an interesting sub-
jeet to me, not only in the Highlands, but in every part of the world.

28173. In the course of our inquiries we have lheard a very general
statement of a desire on the part of the crofting population to obtain the
occupancy of more tand. Do you thick it consistent with the welfare and
improvement of the erofting population that they should bave more land
and live upon the land, or that they should have less land and live upon
wages and auxiliary labour 7—That would depend entirely on ecircum-
stances. If a man has sufficient capital and sufficient power in himself
and his family to provide labour—when T say sufficient capital, I mean
not merely to stock the land but to carry him over one or two bad years
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—if 3 man is in that position he may look forward to living fairly and
comfortably as a farmer. But nothing could be more disadvantageous to
a erofter who depends on labour more or less skilled, or on fishing, to have
more Jand than is just suilieient to support one or two cows for his family,
and the necessary little curn atd vegetables he requires, beeause he is
neither a farmer nor a labourer nor anything else. That is the most
unfortznate condition of all. 1 don’t at all object to & man having more
land if he has means of using it and of living as a farmer—that is with
sufficient capital and power of fabour. But for a man to have sufficient
land to tempt him to leave industrial occupations om which he must
mainly depend for himself and his family, T thiok it i3 the most uofortu-
nate of all conditions of the labouring classes; and that is the result of
thirty-two years” experience,

28174 You think that the addition of a small portion of arable ground
to the croft would not be advantageous to the crofter, but might lead him
to expend his labour useclessly upon the cultivation of the land +—Yes, if
the quantity is more than that which would occupy him in what may be
cailed surplus hours or surplus time. If it is to take him from earning
money as a stith or carpenter or au nuskilled labourer, or from his ocen-
pation as a tisherman, I am sure instead of being advantageous to bim it
would be distinctly disadvantageous.

28175, We have heard a very general expression of opinion that they
might receive an addition to their land in the form of hill pasture which
would be essily managed, which would not absorb much of their labour,
and which would be very advantagevus to their families?—In my experi-
ence neatly every croft has attached to it—in my own case it has besides a
small quantity of arable land, grazing for a cow or a horse, or two cows as
it may be, on the kill, and that I consider is the best possible condition for
a mat to be in—a smali portion of arable land and the means of keeping
bis cow on the hill. He must have means to provide summer grazing if
he is to keep a cow all the year. .

28176. And what about sheep 71T think sheep are exceedingly doubt-
ful matter indeed, unless it can be done by parties clubbing together and.
having a birsel, or & number of sheep that require the attention of a
shepherd. If that can be done the sheep could be managed with economy.,
But that would require the fencing in of the portion which was attached
to evenr a club quantity. I think if that could be done it would be a good
thing, and I.see no objection to it. T think it a doubtful privilege, with-
out some such arrangement, to have the pewer to send a few sheep on
the hill.

28177. You think, if the hill pasture could be extended a0 as to afford
to the township the means of forming a club sheep farm, that might be
advantageons and would not absorb their labour in a disadvantageous
manger I—J thick that is quite a feasible thing to do, because it would com-
bine economy in management of the sheep with the profitable use of the hill,
But any other way I don't think it can be done with any sdvantage. Of
course, I need not tell yon that there might be, and probably would be,
very considerable difficulty in the details of management of guch a club
farm, because the sheep would have to be marked, they would be jealously
watched to see whether one part of the sheep had Dbetter pastare or were
better attended to, and all that in detail would prohably present more
difficulties than might appear at first. But in principle I don't see any
objection to it

28178. Scme of the delegates who have appeared before us have con-
tended that the auxiliary industry of the crott could be provided for by
the same family at the sams time; the elder members of the family who
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were no Jonger able to fish attending to the hushandry, and the younger  Ross.
menibers gotug to sea}—That is really what is done now-—that is to say, SHIRE
some memnbers of the family not efficient as labourers owing to their ULLAPOOL.
age and infirmities, capable of doing useful work about their crofts, but
atill not in a position to hire themselves out for profitable labour. That John Fowler,
is really the method of working at present. DIy only objection is, from
my experience, not having the slightest jealousy of the crofters being
comfortable, that if you ezpand the crofter into a farmer without the
necessary conditions of successful farming, you ruin him and do him no
good at all,

28179. As an employer of labour in this vicinity you have had occasion
to employ crofting people as labourers?—For the last eighteen years I
have employed as much labour as the district could supply me with, and
I am deing so now, and the great majority of the men who supply me
with labour—at all cvents a very large proportion—are of the erofter
class,

28180, What wages did you pay eighteen years ago and what do you
pay now i—I am not quite sure that T cen tell you that, 1think there is
very little difference indeed. Of rourse there is a difference in the value
of different men’s Jabour. Putting it at the very best there is a small
difference between the amount eighteen years ago and now, probably 6d.

a head. But before that there was a great difference. A great change in
wages in the Highlands occurred when the railway was extended up to
Inverness. Then the whole condition of the island became changed,
because people were then able to go to the Highlands with their families
for country houses and shooting lodges; and from that time there was a
great accession of employment of labour by reason of the railways them.
selves and the roads connected with them, and the great number of
estates which were then purchased, or improved by the old proprietors, for -
country houses, instead of old shooting lodges. Of course there had been
changes previous to thab, bat to my personal knowledge great changes
took place then.

28181, What is the ¢commeon rate of wages in summer just now1—I
think about 3s. a day for efiicient labour, and sometimes 2s. 6d.

28182, How does the labour of ablebodied members of the erofting
class compare with the labour of a workman in other parts of the country !
—As might be expected, men who are of the crofting cluss have not
the same continuous training for any work, or the strong food of what
may be called the navvy class who do the work on the railways, and
whose sole business it is. I don’t say that in the way of finding fault
with the crofter class, beeause their oceupation is a different ome; bus
a crofter at 3a. a day would be at least as expensive as an English navvy
at 4s 6d. I could give you a very curious iustance of the difference in
different parts of England. In Yorkshire and Lancashire, the labouring
classes are most efficient and do the greatest quantity of good werk,
In Devonskire and Cornwall and Somersetshire they do a very much less
quantity of labour—at least thirty per cent. less.

28183. You don’t find any want of inclination te work on the part of
the men —1It is difficult to distinguish between disinclination and inability.

1 have not been able to get as much labour as I desired.

28184, You mean as many labourers7—Yes. I am not only improv-
ing my property in the way of building roads and bridges, bat I also
employ labour on permanently improving the land by trenching. 1 am
willing to do that when I can find Jabour, bat T bave often great difficulty
and sometimes it is altogether impossible to obtain it.

28185. You have a sheep farm on your estate I—Yes.
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28186, In the formativn of that sheep farm you have bad no occasion
to remove any of the small tenants 3-—XNo.

98187. But you have some small tenants on the preperty +—Eight or
nine erofters.

28188, Do you find that the exhibition of a better description of
husbandry on the arable part of your farm has had any influence in
teaching crofters to cultivate their land better +—1I think so; T think there
is & general disposition on the part of my crofters to cultivate their land
better, and to have better houses and to pay for them, On that point
I should like to make a remark, that my crofters, I suppnse lovking to
other things and common sense, don’t expect to pay only the same rent
when they have good houses and improvements in the way of roals and
bridges which makes their holding more valuable ; they are willing to pay
a fair and proper rent for the additional accommodation. An increase
of rent is not necessarily a hardship to a crofter, but is very often to his
advantage, But in answer to your important question I have no hesita-
tion in saying that I see in my own crofters, and L have no doubt it is the
same in the neighhourhood, a desire to improve the cultivation of the land,
and of course their own personal comfort, and that of their families.

2818D. When a house has to be improved among your crofters, is it done
by yourself or the crofter or by co-operation t—I do everything myself;
that is to say, all that is called landlord’s improvements—building and
everything of that kind. I don’t think we have any case of any one
lzaving. But I should like from my experience to say this, that what
seems to me almost more wanted in dealing with the agricultaral part of
the question, both with tenants and crofters in the Hwhlandq, iz a gnod
system of what is understood in England as valuation by custom; that is
1 say that an out-going tenant shall receive full and proper compensation
for all unexhausted Improvements, at the same time being responsible for
the dilapidations. If a tenant cross erops his land, or in any way gives
up his farm in a condition in which the incoming tenant should not
receive it as being in good condition, in the best parts of England the
outgoing tenant has dilapidations deducted from his uwuexhausted
improvements, and I consider that a most wholesome and proper system;
and I don’t know anything that would be more calculated to do good in
the Highlands than some regulation or system of that kind. I have spoken
to experienced valuers in Edinburgh and the Highlands, and all agree with
me eotirely in that, they say the difficulty is that the eustom having been,
niot to punish out-going tenants with deductions for dilapidativns except
in very extreme cases indeed, it would be necessary to make a start; that
is to say, the landlord probably would have to take upon himself in the
first instance to give to the in-coming tenant a fair start, so that e should
be responsible for dilapidations at the end of his lease, otherwise an iu-
coming tenant would go out with great disadvantage. He woull have the
disadvantage of dilapidations andwould have them deducted from him in the
end. Therefore it is necessary to make a start. But [ commend that to the
notice of the Commissioners as very important for the good cultivation of
land in the county.

28190. Has there been any beginning of such & system on any of the
older or larger estates in the Hwhlands 7—Not that [ am aware of. [am
better acquainted in these matters with Yorkshire and the southern countics
of England, and I know it has been the system there, and has been attended
with great advantage,

28191. But the holdings I presume are very much larger?—Yes in
eome case, and in some cases smaller. In England there is a greater
puraber of mildle sized farms. In the Highlands they are either very

&
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large or very small; but in FEngland, in many parts, there is a greater  ROSS-
number of moderate sized farms, SHIRE.

28192, Have you seen anywhere in England any class of occupiers ¢, o
answering to our crofters or small tenants here %—No, not in England; it —
does not arise there Lecause there are no such men. In England inJobn Fowler.
nearly all cases you can get milk and the necessary things for your
family from towns and villages, In a thinly populated conntry like the
Highlands, unless a man is to a certain extent self-contained it would be
a great hardship upon him; therefore I think it is a very desirable thing
here that you should keep up the system of the crofter having his cow and
Lis meaus within himself for his family interests, including vegetables.
In Treland I am very well acquainted—as well or better acquainted than
with the Highlands of Scotland—and there you have the same
class,

28193, Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—What is the total acreage of your
estate 1—43000 acres.

28194. How much of it is in forest —25000 acrea.

28195, Did you form the forest yourself +—Yes,

28196, What was it before —One large sheep farm.

28197. You have heard, no doubt, that there was a considerable popu-
lation in Braemore long before your tinme?—There must have been, from
the old maps in my possession.

28198. Have you ever heard there were more than thirteen fownships
onh Breemore at one time ?—No.

28199. There may have been or there may not 7—There may have been
1300.

28200. You spoke about your crofters &—7Yes.

28201, A crofter, according to the definition of the Commission, is laid
down as a man paying £30 of rent and under. I don’t observe any such
people in the valuation roll +—That I don’t know. All the crofters on my
estate are sub-tenants to the principal tenant, but they are crofters in every
sense of the word,

28202. Do they pay rent to you direct %—My son is my tensnt, and
they pay to him.

28203. You made use of the expression a minute ago ‘in a thinly
¢ populated country like the Highlands’—do you admit it is thinly
populated +—Yes, but I think quite sufficiently populated.

28204, Although thinly populated, in your opinion it is still sufficiently
populated +—1 do indeed think so. With regard to the sheep farm, in
changing from the sheep farm to the deer forest I have considerably in-
ereased the number of men employed upon the ground.

28205, Who are constantly engaged npon the forest +—Certainly.

22206. You have stated that crofts to be enlarged-—which the people
generally wish themselves—would be a mistake without their having other
weans to keep them up —Yes; [ assumed when it was put to me—TI don’s
know that they generally desired it. My answer would be that those who
desire it, except under the conditiens I explained, would not obtain a
profitable or desirable thing if they did obtain it. You must take it of
course with my explanation. I have no desire to restrict any crofter from
taking as much land as he can manage,

28207. Supposing the crofters themselves are of the opinion that it
would be advantageous for them in all cases to get an increase, would you
set up your judgment against theirs 7—1If they state generally they desire
it without at the same time stating that they were prepared with the
necessary capital to desl with it, then I should say the conditions are
wanting on which to form a judgment. We all desire to have more than
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we have, and we all desire to pay less than wa pay; therefore, that
general desire would have no weight with me.

28208. Do you think yourself qualified to pronounce an opinion upon
that question against the opinion of the crofters themselves?-—I feel my-
self quite competent to give an opinion on the subject, for what it is worth,
I have for the last thirty-two years watched the growth, and I am happy
to say the increase of comfort, of crofters in the Highlands of Scotland,
with great satisfaction to myself, and I have endeavoured to inform my-
self what leads to success or failure, and I think I am competent to have a
very fairly good opinion on that point.

28209. You have been present all this day?—No, I came in about one
o'clock.

28210, You heard something of what was stated +—Yes,

28211. You heard several delegates mention that they were serimped
and confined in their occupativn F—1I heard one man from Coigach who is
employed on my estate.

23212, You did not hear anything before them %—T heard part of
another man’s evidence. Of course I need not say the Commissioners will
hear the other side of that,

28213. As you have mentioned that labourer who is with you—
He pays you ls. 6d. & week +—He says so.

23214, Have you many in that position —Four. T am gradueally
improving the cottages, step by step, as [ find the people desire them ; and
I find there is no unwillingness to pay that rent. On the contrary thers
are applicants for the new houses.

28215. You have expended a large sum upon your house +—Yes, but
comparatively small when you take the total expenditure on the estate into
eonsideration. The expenditure on the house would not be a fourth of
what I have expended on the estate,

28216, May I ask what object you had in purchasing the estate?—1
think it is rather, as you have put it apologetically, a personal question ;
but in the first place, perhaps the greatest object of all was health. Yknew
from experience that if I put myself in a position to make it almost com-
pulsory duty upon me to spend two months in the Highlands of Scotland
every year, I should do much more good work in the kind of work I wished
to do, namely pnblic works. That was one great object. Anocther was a
great weakness for improvement. I have always had all my life a great
weakness for improving properties, and I don’t remember, since I was a
grown man, of ever being clear of bricks and mortar, I have always great
pleasure in improving property, and making the land do everything it is
possible for land to do either in regard to arable land or otherwise.

28217. These were two of your leading reasons - Yes ; land speculation
was not one of them,  With my eyes open I knew that improving the land
the way I was doing was not the way to make money; I was not misled
about that, aud I don’t in the least regret what I have done ; and T hope to
continue for a few years to do as I have done.

28218. Did you ever take into account _the condition of the people you
found on the estate +—I have,

28219. Have you added to the populrtion %—Do you mean personally ?
# very welcome grandchild came home last week, T think there is very
litsle difference in the population; if thereis a difference I should think it
is a slight increase. )

28220. How many people may be upon the estate altogether —I think
about two hundred.

28221. When you spoke about the district being thinly populated did
you apply that to the Highlands generally or to Braemore 1—To the
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Highlands generally, bacause my experience of both England and the  ROSS-
Highlands of Seotland is this, that in a parely agricultural districs no in-  SHIRE.
vrease of population takes place, nor, in my opinjor, ought to take place,
because If you put more people on the land than is necessary for calti.
vation, these tmust live in a more or less impoverished condition unless youJohn Fowler.
can add other industries to it.

28322, Two hundred people upon upwards of 40,000 actes—can you
ctll that thickly populated *—I should say it is the uiracst number upon
that property. Of course when you talk of 40,000 acres I need not point
ot to you that nine-tenths of that is incapable of growing anything
except for black-faced sheep, or deer or hares or rabbits, and from its ele-
vation, and, therefore, from its climate and the absence of soil, it is
entirely incapable of furthar cultivation. Ta point of fact 1 don't hesitate
to say that, taking Braemore as it is, everything has been done that can
be done to increase the productiveness of the seil, with the exception of a
few flelds which were trenched ; but as to attempting to cultivate the sides
of hills, or when you get two or three thousand feet high, it is absurd.

28223. You must not be depreciating your property altogether. Is
there not as good land as you have ever scen which your son ocenpies at
Inver Broom !—No, certainly not.

28224, Is there not very goed land there 7—No, 2ll the land there is
light and sandy. With care and cultivation it produces a very fair crop,
but comparing it with the rich alluvial Iand of England it would be called
very poor lund indeed.

28225, But is it oot as good as you find in the Highlands %—1 have no
doubt [ bave more than doubled the preduction of that valley since it
came into my possession, by makiug river hanks to save it from tloods aud
by properly cultivating it; and I hope still more to improve it in a
moderate degree,

28226, Does that not all show that if proper atfention is paid to it, it
is very rich —That is what I have done; I have been paying proper
attention to it. I don’t hesitate to say that no poor crofter could bave
done such a thing, for this reason that some of that land on which I have
expended large sums of money in trenching would never have paid any
wan untess he had the general question to deal with. I have expended
upon some of the land as much as the fee simple of the estate.  You may
think it a foolish thing to do, but being possessor of the whole property [
thonght it proper to do it.  But it is a thing you eould not have done on
the strict unassisted crofter system.

28227, Deer furests are increasing in this parish 7—1I don’t know at all.

28228, Don’t you know there is one being formed in your immediate
vicinity I—TI don’t know.

28229. Did you never hear that Inverlanl is fo be turned into forest ?
—T don’t think there is anything settled about it. The last thing 1 heard
waa that it was not likely to be.

28330, Are you aware that a fence is being put up ?—No.

28231. I happen to have observed more than you?—Very likely.

26232. Is there not a piece of Leckmelm enclosed for forest; I dont
know, I should think not,

28233, Are you aware that a great part of Dundonnell estate has been
made forest since your time?l—IDundonnell forest bas been slightly in-
creased, but only very slightly.

258234, On part of the Duchess of Sutherland’s estate has the forest
been enlarged —That I don’t know. I should think you will have AMr
(unn, the factor, who will give you precise information upon that. I
shouid prefer to speak upon what I know,

ULLaroor.
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28235, You have given a positive opinion about the crefters?—That is
because I understand the guestion.

28236. Do you or do you not approve of the extension of deer forests
that iz going on all around you and everywhere in the Highlands?—That
is a very wide question indeed, and exceedingly difficult to answer,
becanse it must depend on a great number of conditions.

28237. T want you to look at it as an imperial question +—I can only
look at it step by step. Taking my own ease, I am sare it 1s a good thing
that part of Braemore has been made into forest. Tt may be the sams in
other places; I don’t know. It is not necessarily a bad thing; it may be
a good thing, These things must regulate themselves. If the price of
sheep should be se low that a farmer cannot live, then no one would wish
tlie land to be unoccupied, because there is this advantage in deer forests
that labour is employed and people come for health-—it is to the advantage
of the people. It is better that land should be thus occupied than
unoceupied altogether.

28238, You say that a good desl of labour is employed 7—Certainly.

28239, I should doubt very much whether thure are as many people
employed on any one estate in the parish of Loch Droom as there are in
the one township of Achiltubuie I think I do a most useful thing to
you by giving you accurate information on loculities and subjects I
thoroughly understand, and I can give you information, and complete
irformation, with regard to Braemore, and I dom’t hesitate to say that
doring the last eighteen years the condition of the neighbourhood has
been greatly improved by my wise or foolish operations at Braemore,

28240, There is no one complaining here from Braemore I—I don't
know ; there is ne compulsion upon them not to come ; they may come yot
—1I don’t know.

28241, You think if they did come they would really have no serious
grievance to comglain of —1 dow’t know. T have never yet evicted a
crofter, but at the same time if I had a crofter of bad character, or a bad
neighbour, my crofters would expect me to eviet him, and I should have &
very bad time with my good crofters if I did not evict a bad one. Evic-
tion may be the result of a bard landlord or a bad tenant.

28242, But as a rule, when you get a respectable crofter or tenant upon
your estate you would be very unwilling to dispossess him without good
cause T-Certainly ; so I think would everyone else. I like to see old faces,
and I think they like to see me, and I think everyone likes to live ; at the
same time we are not ail good, and I think naughty people are boest sent
away.

28243, Do you approve of periodical valuations and ralsing of rent
without something being done in return %—No. But the rent question
is a difficult one; I wish I could assist in any way as to what is a proper
mode of dealing with it. There is no definition of rent except value, and
asarule I think crofters and tenants are very willing to pay additional
rent for additional accommodation

28244. But the question I put was this, wonld you approve of the
periodical valuation of estates and a rise of rents being put upon small
tenants, when it is ascertained that not one farthing was laid out by the

- proprietor ; or would yon do it yourself —No. T wish, of course, to be

perfectly candid with you, and it is difficult to answer these guestions
without a preliminary explanation, for this reason, that if the original rent
was too low from any cause, then a revision of that rent bringing it up to
o fair and proper rent, having reference to other rents and the general
value of the estate, would not be an improper thing to do. But I think
if you start with a fair rent and there is no alteration in conditions, in
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the value of stock, which is 4 very important thing to take into considera-  ROSS-
tion, or inercase of accommodation, it would be rather a hard step to SHIRE.
take. T

28245. Mr Cuameron.—With reference to the guestion of comparative UsAroor.
expenditure, would it be impertinent to ask you how much you have ex- John Fowler.
pended on the property since you went there -—About £105,000.

28246, And 1 presume that with the exception of the highest skilled
Yabour, all the labour has been drawn from the surrounding district—
Yes, that is so. I have always employed the labour of the district if I
possibly could.  Wherever I could accomplish the work I had to do with
the labour of the district, I kave preferred to do so.

28347, Do the few crofters on the estate work their land in rotation
a3 is practised nmong good agricultural tenants }—Yes, they do very fairly
well

28248, With reference to the question on this point asked you by the
chairman, may you not perhaps attribute that in some measure to the
example set them on the farm in the occupation of your son, and upon which
good hushandry prevails +—Yes, and then my son and myself are on good
terms with them, and speak to them z2nd discuss with them, and o on,

28249. So that in point of fact a farm oceupied by a proprietor or by a
near relative, which is the same thing, has a good effect upon the agri-
culture of the district +—1I think it must have, necessarily,

28250, It is not often that the crofters in the Highlands do pursue the
best system of agriculture ; they generally have not the means or oppor-
tunities of laying down sown grass and turnips +—XNo, I am afraid it often
happens that, for instance, frum a bad fishing season, the men are impo-
verished and for & time are not able to give that assistance to the land that
they wounld like. But there is no doubt it is the ease that the crofters’
land is very often less productive by reason of defective management and
deficient sseistance than it would be; and for that reason I slways like to
see small crofters have some profitable industrial enterprise or trade in con-
niection with their land.

23251, The Chairman.—Do you think the want of enclosures is o very
great discouragement to improve the husbandry amongst them +—1 think
land should certainly be enclosed if possible. The want of enclosures often
leads to disputes amongst other things—trespass and disputes. It is very
desirable to have the land enclosed if possible.

28252, With reference to the use of improved grass, I suppose an en-
closure between two different tenants would be almost indispensable 1—
Certainly, the moment you get from their very primitive husbandry, then
enclosure becomes almost a necessity. I should like to see every crofter’s
ground in the nature of a garden and cultivated as a gardep should be, so
as to get the greatest amount out of the seil. I was a few months ago in
the island of Madeira, and it was beauntiful 1o see the guantity of crop ob-
tained from the small acreage of land by very careful husbandry, and I
hope that, step by step, that will be the case in the Highlands of Scotland.

28253, Professor Mackinnon.—The condition of things we find lere
is a very small croft and a very big farm. Are you acquainted with parts
of the Highlands of Scotland where the condition of things is rather large
crofts and small farms —No, I am not.

28254. You are not scquainted with holdings of the class of from £330
to £80%—No. 71 should be very glad both in this and every part of the
British Isles to see as many of a certain class as could be arranged, and
that is what may be called subsistence farms. Men who have got suffi-
cient eapital to provide for the farm in all its departments, and supply the
labsur of their own family. My experience of agriculture is this, that
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anything between that and a large farm is generally a failare.  Tf you get
subsistence farms where a man has sufficient capital and labour and no
expense, that man does well ; but if he has from 100 to 200 acres, and
has to emptoy labour ke does not do well.

28255, But you are not acquainted in the Highlands of Seotland with
farms ranging from £20¢ to £1001—XNo, I an net,

23256, Supposing you were meeting with zuch a holding which was
quite successful would you chnnge your mind +—I have not expressed any
opinion contrary to that ; what L say is, that where a crofter ur tenant ean
provide sufficient capital and means of labour for a farm of thas kind, I
think it is a very desirable thing, and likely to be successful; what I
ohject to, and what I do most strongly ohject to, in the interest of the
crofters, is giving them more land while they are not in a position to be
the farmer you describe.

28257, Would you not think there may be some two or three found
amengst the large population that extends over the whole of this country
side, who would take first a large croft if they got i, or a small farm—
that there are meu with means and energy and family that could take a
helding worth £30 or £40 or £50, if such could be had in the country?
—But they do take them.

28258. Are there many here about—Not in this immediate neighbour-
hoed. The very mar who was my first keeper at Braemore has a farmn of
that sort at the present moment.

28259, But the great bulk of the rents of the country is made up of
very large farms and holdings over £2001—Yes,

28260, There is scarcely any middle clasa%—That is so.

28261. Is thata benefit or otherwise 7—1I think it is & necessity in this

" neighbourhood, and such neighbourhoods as this one, where the propor-

tion of arable land is so exceedingly small.

28262, Is there anything to prevent a large pastoral croft—four of the
crofts put together—and a corresponding quantity of pasture:-—Not the
least.

23263. How does it happen that it is such & rare thing in comparison
with other parts of the country 1—1 don't think it would be a very tempt-
ing thing to do here, becanse if you put four crofts together here you
would have five or six acres of land, and that would not do. Although
I should be glad to see it, 1 don’t thiuk this imrmediate district is
adepted to that arrangement, there is not a sufficient proportion of arable
land.

28264, Would not there be the same proportion that exists at present
for the small croft?—But that is scarcely what I say—the crofter's occu-
pation ought not to depend upon the crofts ; but a farmer must depend
upon his land.

28265. So that you don't see your way to small farms or big erofts 7—
Not here,

28266. It wonld either have to be big farms or small crofts 1—T think
se.  But there are neighbourhoods where the proportion of arable land is
greater where that would be a desirable thing, and I have no objections
to see it here, though I don’t think this place iz adapted for it.

28267. Has it been tried ?—I don't know.,

28268. The people say it was tried with great success sixty or eighty
years ago?—I do hear such very contrary accounts of things sixty and
eighty years ago. I heard that the villages were scarcely ever free from
famine or fever; and I also hear that in good seasons they did very well,
but in bad seasons they had a very hard time. But putting together all
the evidence I have been able to collect, although there was sometimes
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s good deal of prosperity, yet they never escaped without very grest Toss-
difficulties indeed in getting through a bad season. SHIRE.

28269. May it not be that there was a considerable portion of the -~
population in easy circumstances, and also 8 cousiderable portion almost
destitate —That is due to the then arrangement of things, John Fowler.

28270. Those who had the large crofts were in easy cireumstances,
and those dependent upon them wore poor— Yes, because more than
at present they were dependent upon the land, and the land did not
carry them over bad times. You must be carried over bad times by
capital ; a man must have suffielent money in the bank to carry him over
8 bad time; he must make sufficient money in a good time to carry him
over a had time,

28271, Do you think in old times it was those who had the land who
were badly off7—I think they were in a desperate state both from
famine and fever.

28272, TIs there evidence of that?—Yes; here and in Ireland they
were in the same state. There was a very desperate state of things in
bad times.

28373. 1T have thought it was those who were dependent upon those
who had the land who were in that condition +—Yes.

28274, Those we would now eall cottars, of whom there was a very
Iarge numher +—Yes, and those people were no doult dreadful suffersrs
in a bad seazon. At the present time they have industrial enterprises
by which they can earn money, and that carries them over a bad time.
In former days they had nothing of that kind.

28275. But you would not be inclined te disbelicve the umniversal |
testimony of the people that there was a large number of people in good
circumstances sixty years ago?—I would not be inclined to believe it
except subject to this, that there were periods of great trial and distress,
becauge I know there were,

Mukpo M¢Leon, Crofter and Fisherman, Auchnahaird (52)—examined.

98276, The Chairman.—Have you any statement to make?—T have:  Murdo
—¢The Petition of the Croffers residing in Auchnahkaird, unto the Mleod
* Royal (Crofter’s) Commissiopers,—Humbly sheweth, That there are
* gight tenants in the township of Auchnahaird, that each lot averages
‘ hetween two and three acres; and that these lots have been tilled for
¢ about eighty years as we have not land enocugh to allow part of this
‘to lie out in grass, the Jand has got so weak and poor that we can
¢ hardly make a boll of meal in & year from a eroft. That abeut twonty-
¢ eight years ago, more than one-third of the pasture, and one-third of
‘the arable land were taken from ws and added on to the farm of
¢ Anchnahaird, and that some time afterwards our rents were raiged £1
“on each croft. It is bub fair to state that our present factor, Mr Gunn,
¢ who has always dealt in a most gentlemanly manner to us, has reduced
* our rents by 15s. each croft, but that still we pay £4, 10s. more than
¢ what we paid befors part of the land was taken from us. That we
¢ complain much of the want of sca-weed for manure. Yormerly there
# was no restriction fur us to take as much sea-weed as we required, bug
¢ now we must pay 7s. 6d. to the tacksman of Auchpahaird, or give him
¢ thres days’ work instead, We understand that the tacksman holds the
¢ right to the sea-weed in his leasc, and so we cannot blame him. That
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¢ when we build a house ab our own expense, we Teceive some planks for
‘rafters and a few bags of lime, and then if we leave, the house is
¢ claimed for the estate, and no compensation whatever is given to us.
¢ That what we wish i, to get back the land that was taken from us
¢ twenty-eight years ago, and to pay the old rent for it; leave to cut as
¢ much sea-weed as we require for manure without any restriction; compen-
¢ sation for improvements we make on our crofts; and also that a small
¢ local harbour should be erected, as at present there is no pier of any
¢kind whatever for ug to land fish and sea-weed at’ Signed by
Kesxgra Macroop, Maky MLovp, widow ; and by six others.

28277, Do you rememher twenty years age when a third of the
pasture was taken from the township 2—Yes, and long before it.

28278, When more than a third of the pasture was taken away, was
there any reduction of rent made +—No, nrthing at that time,

28279, There was also a third of the arable land taken. What
became of the third of the pasture and the third of the arable land—who
was it given to?—It was made into a farm which is now cceupied by a
gentleman of the name of Lindsay.

28280. Was it made into a farm or added to another farm Tt was
added to an existing tack. They wanted the fence drawn transversely
through the land diagonally down to the sen, so as to leave the good
portion of their own township with them.

28281, Was the best part of your croft taken away to be added to the
farm —Yes, it was twice better than what was left to us; one yard was
better than two of what wag left.

282832, And the rent of the tacksman's farm was increased 9—I under-

" stand the rent was increased.

28283. You complain that yon have to pay the tacksman of Auelmna-
haird 7s. 6d., or give him three day’s work for sea-weed , is there plenty
of sea-weed on that shore —Yes, each of us pays 7s. 6. ; there ia plenty
of sea-weed on the shore.

28284, Has he as much as he can use on his own land besides what
he sells 40 you ?—Yes, there would have been quite enough and to spare,
even although he were to use three times the amount he uses. There is
a long sea-coast.

28285, Are a great number of them building new houses }—Very few
have built new houses.

28286, Are the houses very bad I—They are pretty bad—pretty old ;
just about as bad as they can be and still remain habitable.

28287. If you had any security that you would be repaid any cost on
leaving, would you build better houses?—T belicve they might, but it
would not be worth while to huild houses npon the small portiens of land
we have, or to improve them in any way. The ground is poor and the
crofts small, and they cannot keep us alive.

28288. Have you any complaint to make about horses?—I am not
going to say much about that; there are a fow horses, but the place can-
not keep them.

28289. De you pay additional rent if you keep horses9—VYes; those
who have horses pay a pound additional. There are only two horses set
apart for the township, and the men who have them pay a pound each.
We wish first of all that we would get that piece of good ground between us
and the sea which was taken from us ; and at any rate, if we cannot gef that,
we would wish that the small patches that have been Jeft to us would be
given us at a somewhat more reasonable rent.

28290. Sir Kenneth Mackenzie—Do you attach more imporiance to
the increase of land or to security of tenure—A larger holding is of all
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things what we want. We used to pay our rent by our stock, and now
we cannot keep stock.

28291. Mr Cameron.—Do you plough the land with the two horses?
—1I put a third of what I have under rye grass, and a third under turnips
and a third under oats, and one eow would eat the whole thing; the place
ig 50 very small, a cow and a calf could eat it.

28292, Do you use the two horses you have mentioned for plonghing
the land +—Yes, the neighbours use the horses for ploughing in some
places in return for payment; but the great portion of the arable ground
1s of such a kind that horses cammnot work it

28293, Are these two horses sufficient to do =all the ploughing
necessary for the crofts?—VYes, for every bibt of it if they were kept
going ; but those who have the horses sometimes go to earn wages to
other townslhips to plough, so that the horses are not always available.

28294, That iz not very fair to your township & Well perhaps they
prefer to go far afield and get better paid. They will be paid more
exactly there than at home.

28295. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—Have your predecessors been there for
a long time T—My ancestors have been for at least 200 years uwpon that
eonntry side between Inverlaul and Auchinahaird and Khidorrach. They
were foresters for some 150 years probably, father and son, and then they
went over to the other side.

28296. Have most of the M‘Leod’s in the neighbourhood been there
since the MLeods were the lairds of Coigach #—My people are the oldest
in the place.

28297, Have you ever heard of Sir Rory M<Leod of Coigach3—T have
heard often enough of M‘Leod of Coigach,

28298. Have you heard of Torguil 7—Yes, often. )

28299. Are your people as old as Torquil M‘Leod of Coigach+—My
people were here before the Union when James was king—before the
Georges came to the land,

Avrxanper M‘Lrop, Crofter (formerly Fisherman), Polban (50), assisted
by Muzrpo Saaw, Crofter {formerly Fisherman)
(92)—examined.

28300. Mr Cameron.—Are you delegatos t—Yes,

28301, Have you any statement to make?—VYes:-—* The case of the
¢ Poolban tenants may be stated briefly tn be—That they have too little
‘land ; that they have no security of tenure, and no compensation for
‘ improvements ; and that their rents are too high, There are twenty-seven
* families on twenty-three lots varying in size from two to three acres
*arable. The only changes made have been for the worse. Some forfy-
‘ five years ago, when the township was under Captain MTeod, they
* had a part of Badintarbet, the whole of Old Dornie, and six islands for
¢ grazing purposes. These places, when Captain M‘Leod gave uvp the
¢ place, were cut off and laid under sheep, and instead of receiving a com-
¢ pensation their rents have heen raised.  We now pay about £120 for the
¢ greatly redneed arca. The fact s that this curtailment of pasturage has
¢ been one of the greatest grievances. Among the consequences are that such
‘ of us as are able to have more than one cow and six or seven sheep are
* obliged to pay for grazing for them elsewhere, although in all probability
* the officials on the estate will give in all these extra beasts of ours as part

of the stock which we are privileged to keep. Another grievance is that
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¢ we want suitable piers and harbours—a want common to all the Coigach
¢ townships. Although, as has been seen, the defective and deficient land
¢ resources of the district foree us to look at the sea for a great share of
¢ our suppert, we are met by the want of plers and harbours. This want
¢ entails not only danger and loss but very sericusinjury. We cannot use
‘ boats of a sufficient size for proper fishing, becanse we must draw them
¢ ashore every landing. The serviousness of the want of a pier at which to
¢ embark for, and land from Ullapool will be easily understood from the
¢ description given of the mountains which stand in the way by land,
¢ The most olrvious way of passing between this district and Ullapool is by
‘sca. But there is no quay for embarkation although there is no want
“ of suitable places for the purpose between Poolbain and the Big Rock.
¢ But, as already stated, the greatest grievance is the want of land
¢ Twenty-seven tenants, for example, have only an area of one mile by
¢ one fourth for pasture and peats. This gricvance is more easily remedied
® here than in many places, for the excellent arable and pasture lands of
¢ Badentarbet and Old Dornie are in the immediate neighbourhood of
¢ Poolbain, and, what is worthy of remark, although these places have
*heen out of lease several times they were kept from wus.—
¢ ArexaxpER x M‘Lron, Murpo x SHaw.’ :

38302. It is stated in this paper that you have no security of tenure;
have you mueh fear of being turned out?—I don't know,

23303, Is not your great want rather more land with which to support
your families than to protect yourselves against the danger of being
evicted +—Yes,

N 28304. Have therc been any arbitrary evictions of late years?—
No.

28305. As the want of more land seems to be greatly felt, will yon
describe to us the nature of the land which you mention in your statement
s suitable to be added to the crofters i—It is the land upon the other side
of us that was taken from us,

28306. But I want to know the nature of it +—It is of beth kinds; it
is suitable, part of 1, for arable cultivation, and some for pasture
and.

5 28307, Is it hetter land than what you have yourself }—Some of it is
etter.

28308, On an average is it about the same, or betier I—I cannot tell
very well until it was breughé under cultivation.

28309, Who holds that land now ?--A farmer has it,

28310. What is his name?—He is a tenant, a man of the country
n.?:lme, Donald M‘Leod ; and we march with Baden Tarbet on the other
side,

28311. What rént does Donald M<Leod pay +—Probably be pays about
£36, but T don’t know the exact figure,

28312. Heo eannot be called a large farmer then. Is that the only
farmer who lives on one side of your eroft -—Yes, that is the only one
upon that side.

28313. That land would hardly be availahle to add to the crofts?—
Yes, that may be the cuse; but our chief gricvance is that the wintering
has been taken from us—the islands.

28314. But in the meantime you don’t want to take Donald M‘Leod’s
land away t—1 am not able to say much about it ; it is chiefly pastoral,
and perhaps for an increase of food to the people it would not be of much
service although we got it,

28315. What is there on the other side which would be availalle —
Baden Tarbet farm, '
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28316. What is the size of it %—It is a pretty large farm.

28317. What rent does he pay3—I used to komow the remt, but I
don't know it now.

28318, Is it held by a man of the name of Cameron 1—Yes.

28319, I see that he pays £115 a year of rent, if encugh land were
given to you and taken from Mr Cameron, do you think it would leave
hira with any land worth speaking of, or would he still have sufficient §
—1I really eculd not give an opinion upon that.

28320, Tell me about the islands?-—The great loss arising from owr
being deprived of the islands is this, that we have nothing now to winter
our cattle, whereas formerly, cattle could winter themselves upon the
islands, the islands lie low, and the cattle could eat sea-ware and grass
and heather.

28321 T have no doubt the islands would be a great benefit to you,
but they appear to be comparatively small farms, and if you got them
the man who occupies the islands would have to go t—They are not given
to the same man ; they are held by different people.

28322. How many tenants oceu-y these islands +—They are distributed
between three or four tenants, but nobody lives on them ; they always
belonged to our place formerly.

28323, They have not belonged te your place for forty-five years 1—It
is some twenty or thirty years since we lost some of them.

28324, These islands which have no resident tenants upon them would
be suitable for adding to the crofts - —Yes, it would be exceedingly suit-
able to add them.

38325. Have you brought this under the notice of the factor '—No, it
is not very long since the present factor came to the place. All these
changes were made before his time.

28326. How long has the present factor been in the place —Seven or
eight years. .

28327. Is the place where you want a pier put up and a harbour to be
made, the same we have heard of to-day already, or is it a fresh place ?—
It is at Baden Tarbat in the centre of the country and not in our own
particular part of it at all. The anchorage would suit; it is a quay »
require,

28328. Do you think the one quay would be sufficient and suitable for
the whole district from which we have heard delegates +—1% would sait
by far the greater number of them, but perhaps it would not be very
convenient for the whole of them.

28320, If you were to choose one place, the most convenient for every-
bady, would it be the place you mention 7—Yes.

238330. The Chairman (fo Murdo Shaw).—You have heard what your
co-delegate has said —Yes.

28331. Do you agree with it —Yes. )

28332, Have you anything you wish to add —No, nothing, except that
we complain of the small holdings and the large rents; and it hf.s been
that way since M‘Leod lotted out the land and fixed the rent. We have
been deprived of our peat ground which is getting exhausted, and we have
to go a long way for the peats now.

Rev. Joux MOMriax, Free Church Minister, Loch Broom—examined.

28333, The Chairman.—You have heard the evidence offered bers
to-day on the part of the delegates?—-Yes.
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23334. You have been here the whole day 7—VYes.

28333, Do you generally agree with the substance of the evidence
which has been givent—Yes, I do.

28336. You have a statement which you wish to make?—Yes, tut I
fear it is too long for the Commissioners to hear at present. But as it
would save time and would form a foundation for cross-examination, it
might be as well for me to give part of it. Let me first of all begin with
a general statement of the parish:—‘The extent of the parish of Lech
¢ Broom is about forty miles square, the proportion of arable land in
¢ this whole area is not proportionate to its extent, chiefly because it is a
¢ mountainous and pastoral eountry, but such as there is, if properly laid
¢ out for the benefit of the people and not on hehoof of wild beasts, there
¢ is enough to rear up a very large population in comfort and happiness.
¢ There are in all, it is supposed, under cultivation at present, about 2500
¢ acres, but how much that was once cultivated and sustaining a prosper-
¢ ous tenantry, could be reclaimed again, any one who walks the parish
¢ may see. At the last census, the population of the parish was 4191 ;
“in 1851 it was 4799; in 1861 it was 4861; in 1871 it was 4406.
¢ Thus it is seen that the population of the district is steadily decreasing.
¢ This is owing, jfirst, to the gradual moving of the young to other
¢ ccntres of industry, and secondly, to emigration, which has largely
¢ decimated this parizsh ; and were it not for the influx from other parishes
¢ to the village of Ullapool and other parts of the parish, the pepulation
¢ would be much smaller than it is. Qf this population about 425 hold
¢ crofts, besides cottars and such as hold plots of land attached to their
¢ houses, which cannot be called crofts. These crofts hold an average of
* three acres of land, some have more and some less, They have all
¢ between them something about 1300 acres. These crofters, who are
f mostly at the same time fishermen, are poor, and gradeally becoming
¢ poorer, both through the failure of the fishing industry and the crops, as
¢ was the case last year. 'When youadd to this increasing rents and heavy
¢ rates, with a poor rate of 23, 9d. in the pound, besides school rates,
¢ road money, police rates, and, as in the village, water rates, it is easily
¢ seen that a people having a small and precarious income have enough
*to do. Thera are, in all, about 260 registered poor, besides 44 casual
¢ poor in the parish. The cost of supporting these amounts yearly to about
© £2668. This is a very heavy burden on a peopls whose burdens are
¢ otherwise numerons enough. Besides this there are ministers and a
¢ doctor to keep up. The rental of the parish is £15,002, 5s. 3. There
¢ are several smaller subjects (farms, twenty-four) in the parish at rentals
“from £20 to £200, covering an area of fully 200 acres arable land,
¢ with hill grounds adjoining. These are fairly comfortable, and there
¢ are six large sheep farms, the highest of a rental of £1000. One of
¢ them is without & tenant (£500). And of deer forests there are seven,
¢ covering at least 300,000 acres. Much of this is high hill pasture, but
¢all of it well adapted for sheep and cattle, and much of it could, with
¢ advantage, be still utilised for grazing, either separate from, or in
¢ connexion with, the low ground, and much also of these glens was
¢ under tillage and covered with cornficlds and a happy tenantry. Take,
¢ for example, Rhidorroch itself. That glen is six or seven miles long. 1t
¢ was at one time under cultivation and could maintain scores of families
*in comfort, but now, lLike most of the best of the land in this
¢ parish, it is turned into a deer forest.” T have a sketch of the evictions
which took place from sixty te seventy years ago in this parish, beginning
at the big strath; bub with your leave I want to state some of the
grievances and immediate causes of the poverty of the people. The area
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oceupied, first of ail, is too narrow; that is one of the causes, and it is
true of Ullapool; and if any of the delegates are examined they will
enter into this grievance themselves, Secondly, there is the unfruitful-
ness of the soll and the untoward nature of the seasons. Thirdly, the
fishing industry has failed. Combined with these there is the distance
to the markets from the fishing pround, so that the fish lose their value
before they reach their destination, To show how our people are being
impoverished gradnally, there were, ten years ago, eighteen large boats
fit to go to the east coast fishing ; there are now only eight, excepl crazy
boats which ply arcund the coast here. Again, among the grievances,
there is first the want of roads in some of the country districts, partic-
uiarly two places on the Dundonell estate. No doctor or messenger can
get to these places except by sea, and the children can only attend sehool
at the rigk of their lives, This must hinder the education of the children
to some extent, and make the attendance irregular. Tle next grievance
is the distance of the medical officer from the people. The road round
about is twenty-five miles long; it could have been made ten miles by
taking it through the Big Rock-—not through the precipitous rock, hut
round another way, which would not have cost more than was expended
upon the twenty-five miles. My idea is this, that the road twenty-five
miles long has been made mainly for the purpose of suiting the sportsmen ;
it is out of the way entirely for the people. The pevple must come and
go through that Big Rock as heretofore. I am not going to blame any
person, but the fact is there. The road i3 useless for any of us, although
we have to go sometimes, That is the great gricvance.

28337. Mr Fraser-Muackintosh,—How long is it since that road was
made —FEight years ; it 1s round about altogether.  Then there is another
grievance, and the marrow of them we might say—the insecurity of
tenure ; the people are afraid to lift their heads. They are tenants at wiil
and they don’t know at what moment they may be put out of their lots.
In this state of things they have no independence ; they must just do as
their superiors tell them, however much it may be against their own light
and sense of duty. The power of the factors and lairds appears to me as
a mill-stone upon the people, and my soul has been frequently pained by
this inenbus resting upon them which they have no power to throw off.
This power ramifies itself into everything—=School Boards, Parochial
Boards, everything and anything. No freedom can be exercised without
danger to the interests of the individuals, This power must be broken
at whatever cost. It pains me to speak in that way, but I cannot help it.
It is not s0 much against the men that I speak, as ageinst the system on
which they are working. As [ said yesterday when intimating this meet-
ing, even although they should put myself in as factor, I would be
tempted to do some of the things that these men do—two of them of my
own congregation, excellent men—but the system under which they are
working tempts even a good man to do it. As for Mr Gunn, he is an
excellent man and gentleman, snd T have been very glad to meet him in
the Parochial Board ; & man who, I believe, would 1 :5 do an unjust act,
but the system under which he and others are workiag makes them do
what they would not. It is not with these gentlemen I quarrel, but with
the system under which they are working. If you wish to hear the his-
tory of the eviciions sixty or seventy years ago, I am quite willing to enter
into that.

28338. T think if you would kindly give us that in writing, you mighb
go on to give us any recent ones?—I have no recent ones except the
Leckmelm case which is a world-wide business. These are all the recent
cases here, but if I were to enter into the Braemore evictions long ago,
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before Mr Fowler came into possession, ib would show how comfortable
these people were before he cceupied it. I have nothing but praise to
give Mr Fowier. He is a gentleman in manners and conduct, and has
dona great good to the place, but he has not seen it his duty to give the
land to the ousted race. He said there were only about 200 souls on his
property. There is no outrun to the hill.  They are crofters and he sup-
plies them with labour and the country round about. There is nothing
10 be said of him but that he is a gentleman. But there are 500 acres of
arable land in his possession where there were thirteen townships, main-
taining seventy tenants with the greatest comfort, and so many horses and
everything ; and although they had unpropitious years at times, yet the
good years tided over the years of peril, and they were very comfortable,
—much more so than the people are to-day. Coming to Inverlaul forest,
there were sixty houses cleared there for one individural, the son of the
proprietor of Dundonell, and be could not keep it three years. A Mr
Horne came after him, and now it is in the possession of Captain Mundell,
and the half of it is turned into deer forest, and as I understand the
fences are already finished on the top. The farm was rented at £600.
T don’t know how much the return is or what is the rent of the new decr
forest, but that is the history of that. All these people have been scat-
tered and thrown into the erceks and promontories of our coasts, while
others went abroad. A large uumber of the Inverlaul {enants settled upon
the glebe of Dundonell which is the second largest glebe in Scotland, and
there they are to-day ; and if you call the delegates from that place thers
will be something told of that district. As to Leckmelm, I have nothing
to say. That battle has been fought by me, and I am not to enter into it
again. At Achnarerich there is a large part of the best arable land in the
country in the hauds of the adjoining farmer, and the people want that,
and it was the proprietor’s mind before he died to give them it ; but the
factor earme in, and the farmer said it would pey betterif he had it. The
people want to get that back. That is the history of these things, and I
need not go further; but if you ask what is the remedy in my opinion,
I will state what I think should be done :—* Remedy,—One practical way
¢ in which they could Yo remedied is, by the breaking uwp of large farms
* when the leases are out, or even buy them up at this moment, and turn
¢ them into elub farms. This may be supposed to be a hobby of ours, but
* we are deeply convinced that there is no other way apart from peasant
¢ proprietary, of satisfactorily working the crofter population. I find most
* lairds and factors against this system, and I think it is casily guessed
* the reason why. It is well known that club farms give a greater hold
¢ and interest to the people in the lands. Thers is a union and unity in
¢ such clubs which have a greater power of resistance arainst high-handed
¢ oppression, which is not found among men working to their own hands,
¢ That is plainly the reason, as we take it, why club farms are so much dis-
¢ liked. Buf the want of them is the ruin of the Highlands and evidently
¢ 1t is the tuin of this poor, ill-managed parish. It is a little troublesome
‘ also to establish them. This system has this to recommend it, however,
that no arrangement we have seen tried, keeps down the subdivision
“of crofts, and acts at the same time as a safety-valve to let off the
¢ ever increasing population of a district, like it. I need not wait here to
¢ explain the system I advocate, as I presume all the members of this
¢ Commission know fully the details of its working. I am happy to see
“in this Commission one gentleman whom I have the honour to claim as
¢ a countryman and a neighbour, and on whose estate there is such club
‘ tenantry, I mean Lochicl. You sir, have such a club farm at Kinlocbiel
* and Corribeg, opposite which I was brought up; and let me say hefore
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* this Commission, as I have on another occasion, that I know no other  ROSS.
* erofter tenantry so comfortable as these are, and long may they continue so. -
‘ They never require to look after even local fishing, their sheep and lands UrLapooL.
‘ pay their rents and sustain them in all their other requirements. The Rey. John
 same kind of farm was on the opposite side of the loch, on the estate of M<Millan.
‘ the late Colonel M‘Lean of Ardgour, one of the fatherly proprietors of
¢ the Highlands, but alas how tbe times have changed ! It is now under
¢ the foolish administration of Lord Morton, who has a mania for deer
* shooting and deer-rearing. Miles and miles of this club system is laid
¢ waste under deer, and that once splendid tenantry, the like of which T
“ have not yet seen anywhere is now ruined and impoverished, and conld
¢ not for the life of them re-stock the ground though they were to get the
‘ chance. I fact the whole Higllands are tuined by such foolish ad-
‘ ministration of affairs. If the Royal Commission would allow me, I
¢ would hurably impress upon them the importance of the club-farm system
‘ with all the earnestness of which I am capable. Of other remedies 1
‘ have none to suggest ; nothing but what T know te have worked in the
¢ past and will work at all times and places if properly and perseveringly
¢ managed ; but it requires all that, strict rules and a firm hand to guide
¢ affairs, only I would suggest this further, which is an essential condition
‘to its working efliciently, viz, a permapent hold of the land. More
* leases of a few years will never do. Few people know why Highland
¢ erofters dislike leascs unless Lhey be perpetual lenses. Indeed, practically,
* it was ever so under the old Highland lairds who loved their people and
¢ were loved and honoured in return. T would suggest then a perpetual
* lease of the land and full compensation whenever one leaves by his own
‘ good will, or forced out for some serious ecause. Of other remedies, as
¢ we have sald, we have none to offer. We believe there must be pro-
¢ prietors of some kind, unless the land be made the property of the nation
“ and apporticned to the people as Palestine of old.  Qur Government can
¢ do anything they please, and if they are wise they will attend without
‘ delay to the interests of the people. It is not our business to prescribe
* remedies ; we point out the disease. It is theirs—it is the work of this
* Commission—to discover both the disease and the remedy ; but let them
¢ depend on this, that if no redress come—if deer forests are not curtailed
¢ if not altogether suppressed, and if factorial power be not exercised with
* a little more caution and softer hand, the time will come, nay, it has
¢ already come, in which the people, solong groaning under a yoke of bond-
* age, will and must assert their rights, and not with bated breath either.
* Such a counflict between the people and those above them and over them
* can have but one issue. Bub before thab issue is reached many and
‘ serious evils may be produced as the fruit of the contention. There is
‘ nothing wiser for any governing body than to give way when they see
¢ dangers ahead, if that be not done, the consequence will be what happens
‘ to the fair bark driven by the lieedless and reckless steersman on to the
‘ rocks which lie before him. The whole is shattered and wrecked. It
*is 2 grave evil to put class ageinst class, landlord against tenant, and
‘ tenant against landlord ; but this must be the inevitable result of all
‘Jaws relating to land being in favour of the monied few and adverse
‘to the interests of the many, only because they are less fortumate
¢in their lot—in other words, that they are poor. We are all inter-
¢ dependent on each other. No man can say I bave no need of thee.
¢ Therich are dependent on the poor, as they are called, as well as the poor
¢ being dependent on the rich. Every human being has necessary relations
¢ with some of his fellow-creatures whick he can no more repudiate than
* he can deny his own existence or his debt to our mother earth. Iti:
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¢ time now these relations were understood. Tt must be the aim of all
¢ right-minded men to insist on this point; to preach the duties of pro-
¢ perty, now that its rights are beginning to be realised as wrongs, after
¢ having served for centuries as a ecatch-word to justify a thousand forms
¢ of oppression. The great and ignorant cry is, I can do what I like with
¢ my own, No, we say there are scores of things in a man’s possession
¢ and which he calls his own, he dare not do with it what he likes. T dare
¢ not do what I like even with my own life, nor my children's, nor even to
¢ that of the very horse I employ, much less with property in land which
¢ God intended for the benefit of all his creatures, Let us not be considered
¢ wild or radical when we make these statements, wo speak the words of
¢ truth and soberness, we are no agitators in the sense that word is gen-
¢ grally used, but we must agitate until we receive redress. The radical
¢ spirit is abroad, and the Highlander who would allow any one to rule
¢ him, however weak in horsemaunship, has at last learned to kick, and will
¢ no longer allow every novice to take his seat on his back. If laws are
¢ to be made, let them be made not for one clan, let them be just and im-
¢ partial.  If not, as Professor Blackis says, we may awake some
¢ morning and find ourselves sitting on the verge of a social volcano’

28339, Professor Mackinnon.—How long have you been in the parish !
~—Ten years.

28340. In addition to this place and the part of the country where you
have been brought up, is there any other part of the Highlands you are
acquainted with +—1 have travelled through the most of the Western
Highlands. I have been much in Sutherland and Caithness. I know
Argyleshire well, and the islands of Lewis and Skye and other portions.

28341. And there, and here, and in your own native place you have
given a great deal of attention to this guestion?—1I have within a few
years, and incidentally before, as a erofter’s son 1 might say, and I know
the question well by experience, and since a few years ago I have been
forced to pay attention to it.

28342, In addition to the evidence which was led before us to-day, I
supposs you have read more or less the evidence which was led before us
€lsewhere in those places you know 7—Yes. I have followed it as closely
as I could, and as my time would allow me.

28343, And so far as you are able to judge, you think the people have
been on the whole giving a fair representation of their condition #—Yes,
I honestly say that ; that they have not overdone it in my view.

28344, They say they are poor and that the canse of their poverty is
the listle they have of the land; do you agree with them in that opiniont
Yes, that iz one of the main reasons of their poverty—the narrowness of
the area which they oceupy.

28345. And you also agree with the almost unanimous request they
make, that they ought to have more land?—Ves, but under different
arrangemeats. It will never do to give one man a little more, and less
to another. You must have club farms; you must have one shepherd,
and one mark upon thie sheep, It would never do to let one man get on
and another sink down. I have ro indictment to bring against the
factors; their position is a difficult one ; but the greab thing is the rent—
to supply the rent to the proprietors—and other questions are lost sight
of entirely.

28346. You are aware that club farms have heen worked to advantage
clsewhers 1—1 am.

28347. Of course that plan is chiefly suitable for a district where a
great proportion of the land is pastoral and not agricultural +—Yes.

28348. You would not advoeate it in places where the eroft was chiefly
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if not wholly agricultural?—Ne, I would not, because no scientific azri-
culture will do with hill pasture, It is the sheep on the hill pasture, and
the cattle, that pay the farmer, even the large farmer.

28349. You would have this stock on the commeon hill grazing, and
you would have the arable portion fenced 3—Yes.

28350, As it is being done mostly here —7Yes,

28351. And one of the advantages of club farms weuld be that they
would act as a chief induecement to prevent the subdivision of crofts 3—
It would never be done if the laws of the property were preperly worked,
and I would insist upon that. Too indulgent a proprietor may spoil a
tenaniry as well as a despotic one. Things go to sixes and sevens where
there is a too indulgent proprietor.

28352, He allows the people to subdivide too much{—Yes, as in the
Lewis. Things are allowed to go too much their own way, and there is
a lack of & proper guiding principle or rule. There must be rules, and
they must be exercised with a very firm hand—I would insist upon that
—and no subdivision.

28353. Even supposing you were to have a club farm, you would
Tequire to increase the holdings very much from what they are +—Yes, to
perhaps double or three times their extent.

28354. And your plan of increasing them would be by removing some
of the people who are there to other equally suitable places%—Yes, in the
parish—to the glens. But even although you were mot to enlarge the
crofts at all, if you were to give a large portion of the hill and sheilings,
and keep the low ground for wintering purposes,—in that event, with
small lots, they would get on very well.

28355, You think the small erofts they have would carry more hill
stock at present —Oh ! no.

28356, Then how would you do™TX dor’t perhaps take you up—th
present hill pasture is it ?

28357. No, but the present agricultural area could carry with advantage
a greater amount of hill pasture than there is slong with it just now—
Oh'! yes, to be sure. If those grazings which were cut off by deer forests
and sheep farms were given to the people, even with the crofts they have,
they would be twenty times better off than they are. Everything
depends on the stock in the Highlands.

28358. 8o that even without transplanting them, you could improve
them $—Yes ; if the proprietor would give the hills to the people, the
people would rise up ten degrees and more in prosperity.

28359. Do you think there are some places throughout the parish under
pasture just now that could, with at least as equal advantage as many of
the crofts, be cultivated and made erofts of —XNo doubt of it.  There are
a great many stretches that could be turned with the plough. The slopes
of Inverlaul itself could be brought in, a2 great part of them.

28360, The description the people themselves give of their condition is
that they are so poor that even although they got those enlarged holdings,
they could not stock them ; how could you get over that +—They could
not stock them unless they got some means—unless they got the loan of
money some way. But couid not the propriefor do that and get interest,
as Sir Alexander Matheson has dome? Stock the ground and let the
peaple pay up the stock and everything until they get upon theirlegs ; and
now they are going as gentlemen to the markeis with gigs; they arve as
well off a8 the proprietors themselves, That is the only feasible way I
see of giving money to the people, not to all but to the best. Some
people cannot do anything but lounge. But let it be given to men who
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ROSS.  can use it ; give them money and let them pay it back by degrees. We
— have seores in this parish who could do that.
UrLapoOL. 28361. But you agree that the proprietor should maintain so much
Rev. John authority as would be sufficient security for the advance of the money ?
M‘Millan. —VYes,

28362, Control and management of the stock ?—Yes, under proper an-t
just lawsa—if he would let club laws be administered ; and I would net
say not to eviet. I would evict a man whe would not pay rent or wlo
wasg guilty of a misdemeanour. You must have strict rulea and abide by
them, and that would teach the people to bLe more diligent in their
work.

28363. With respect Yo fixity of tenure, I think you gave your opinion
in favour of a perpetual lease #—Yes, that is the best way I could see.

28364, How then would you fix the rent?—As to the working of a
perpetual lease, I first of all thought of a life lease. Then I saw that
would end with a man’s lfe and would not stand for his son. Then I
changed the expression to a perpetual lease or fixity of tenure—that is
that no man sheuld be put out of his holding except for misdemeanour or
not paying bis rent.

28365, Supposing you get the rent fixed at what was reasonable’and
fair, how would you proceed in fixing the rent for the future? you would
not mean that the same rent should continue for ever —Well, of course,
with club farms it would require to rise after perhaps a number of years;
but there would require to be a sliding scale to regulate that, which 1
eannob enter into at present. But although I don’t go info any remedy
except club farms I hold that our Highlands will never get on until owr
people have some individual interest in the land. Whether you can give
them that interest by a c¢lub farm or not, I cannot say. But whatever be
the method of working, T want more interest in the land, that the people
may scttle down for ever if they wish to die there.

28366. Of course times might come when the rent, instead of being
raised might have to be reduced, so that the arrangement under a perpetaal
lease would have to be such as would apply either way—that would have
to be done now and again 2—TYes,

28367. Who would be the proper person or persons to fix what would
bo a fair rent 3—MIy poor opinion is this, that an independent person or
court would be the proper way to fix the rent at different times when the
restoration of the land should take place, and that it should not be allowed
to be in the hands of the factor and landlord—that there should be some
guiding prineciple for factors and lairds. It is a difficult thing, and I only
lay down a general principle, but there are many other things which would
require to be settled,

28368. You know the present rule with regard to the transfer of stock
on big farms. When the Jease is out the incoming tenant is obliged to
take the stock of the outgoing tenant. In your club system when 2 tenant
would leave voluntarily would there be any obligation upon the remaining
part of the township or the incoming tenant or the proprietor to take the
outgoing tenart's share of the club stock %—This is the way I have seen it

. done, and Lochiel knows this perfectly well—the proprietor is tenant in
place of the tenant that leaves, He takes evergthing and holds it as for
the person who has left, and when the fresh tenant comes in, be gives
it over to him, and of course if the new tenant leaves, he gives it back to
the proprictor again, so that the co-partners have nothing whatever to do
—they have no loss whatever.

. 28369, The proprietor holds the share until the new tenant comes in f-m
es,
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28370. Would there be any difficulty in & thing of that kind in one
man holding two or three shares I—My own father held two shares.

28371. There would be no dificulty about that -—XNo,

. 28372 So that a strong energetic man with a strong energetic family
could so improve as to run up and make a good thing of it 3—He might
get the whaole perhaps himself through time.

28373, But that might be too much —Ii things would allow it, but it
is not generally the case.

28374. There is nothing to prevent it +—XNo, but when there iz a croft
vacant there are hundreds after it; and when you have a farm vacant to-
day rented at £500 or £600 you cannot get an offer. But let there be a
eroft of from £12 to £30 vacant and you will get scores of offers.

28375, 1 asked the question of Mr Fowler ahout large farms or crofts ;
I see upon the valuation roll there are about a dozen such in the parish,
Do you know the tenants of these 9—1 know some of them, and they are
fairly comfortable, every one of them showing that if you rise a little you
will make the people comfortable. I differ from Mr Fowler on that point.

28376. Do you think it would be possible, where so much of the surface
of this parish is pastoral and so liftle arable, that there might be some con-
siderable number of prosperous tenantry oceupying holdings from £50 to
£100 of rentt—TYes,

28377, Without loss to the proprietor I—XNo loss, but gain T believe,
if deer forests were put out of the question. Mr Fowler himself has 500
acres of arable lard, and that could with great gain be put into the hands
of the people. The proprietors comsider it is better to bave it in their
own possession.  Dut if you look to the prosperity of the ecountry, which is
to have many stalwart people upon it, it would be the best thing to give
the land to the crofters.

28378. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—You have just stated that Mr Fowler
himself has got 500 acres ; do you mean thal within the forest =—XNo. I
have the figures from good sources, and I understand there are 500 acres
in the litile strath and 500 in the big strath,

28379. A thousand acres altogether #—Yes, in the hands of the pro-
prietors themselves ; and about 1300 in the hands of the crofters.

28380. Do I understand you to say there were sixty houses in Inverlaul
cleared away T—Yes.

28381, And in Leckmeln fourteen ?— Sixteen crofters in Leckmeln if
I remember well, and about oue hundred souls.

28382, Is there any one of them now holding land —Ea+h of them
has about a quarter of an acre as garden ground.

28383 We have heard something of the early history of that place.
What has become of these one hundred souls ?—They are still most of
them on the ground. ‘They have their houses, and their children are in
the employment of Mr Pirie. I must say for Mr Pirie—and I had to do
with him as going to do what I considered wrong—that he has proved a
very kind master to the people under the new regime of things.

28384. Of the one hundred people who were there before the changes
took place, how many have Leen obliged to leave #---A pretty large number
of the young. Some have gone to America, and they are scattering here
and there just day by day.

28385, You stated there were about one hundred souls ; how many may
there be now in your opinion ? will there be fifty souls #-—Oh! yes ; there
are {wo men here who may be examined

98386, But several have left ?—The young have left.

28387, We now come down to a place called Corrie ; has there been
any depopulation there 7—7Yes, long age. There is only now a shepherd’s
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house, and that place could maintain a pumber of families in comfort. It
is upon the Duchess of Sutherland's property.

23388. Why has Ullapool such a deserted appearance i—There are many
reasons for that. I did not go into this because there were other witnesses
to be called ; bub a great number of the people have come into the village
of Ullapool.

28389. Dispossessed people I—Yes, it is commonly the refuge for these
poor people, and every one when he comes, if he can, keeps a cow by pay-
ing so much for it, and consequently there is far too much stock upon the
hill, which is limited already. The reason of the impoverished state of the
village is the number of poor people thrown into it, and the breaking down
of houses.

28390. Are you able to state from your own knowledge that pauper-
ism, which seems extensive in this parish, arises in a great degree
from driving the people out of their homes?—There is no doubt of
it, and I told that to the members of the Parochial Board, that they
should try apnd prop up these men in the holdings instead of driving
them ount

28391, Do you know the estate of Dundonell pretty well I—VYes, pretty
well.

28392, Is there much land in forest or sheep farms there which was
formerly occupied as arable ground +—Yes, 500 acres, and there is a farm
worth £500 of rent vacan$ just now.

238393. There are 500 acres now vacant I—Yes, between the farm and
what is in the hands of the proprietor; and there is a very large deer
forest,

28394. Can you tell me what extent of ground has been recently added
to the foresy of Dundonell 3—A very large amount, but T could not give
the exact acreage. I believe the whole put together is worth about £2000
of rent.

28395. Has there been an addition made to the Duchess of Sutherland’s
forests+—Yes, in Coigach.

28396, At the expense of a sheep-farm or crofter’s '—At the expense
of a large sheep-farm. Tt was not in the hands of croflers. It was
threatened also to take the crofters land from them, but it did not come
to that.

28397. What township was that?—Auchiltibuie I think, and a large
tract of the Coigach district.

28598. Was Auchiltibuie threatened “—1I am not sure, but there was a
large tract of the Coigach district. I think it was behind Auchiltibuie,
between Baden Tarbat and Auchiltibuie,

28399, Youhave heard what Mr Fowler stated to-day,and you have your-
gelf borne testimony that so far he is a good Jandlord and gives employ-
ment; do you concur in his idea that the parish of Lochbroom is quite
sufficiently populated +—VYes ; as it iz, too well populated. T don't say
it i8 that, if the poor peopls would be allowed to scatter here and
there into the glens, and get the land they were dispossessed of back
agaln.

28400, 1t is a very large parish +—Yes, the extent of the parish is forty
miles by forty miles, and that is a great deal of pasture.

28401. Four thousand of a population is not very much for these
thousands of acres, It was 4191 at last census.

28402, That does not seem a very large population?—No, with the
number there is in the viilage of Tllapool following the fishing. There
are about 900 souls here alone, on the property of Lady Matheson,

28403, I suppose you are not against the people emigrating voluntarily



Minutes of Evidence. ' 1819

to other countrics +—No, and that will work by itself if you have proper
rules upon the estate; it will work by degrees as it did in my own
country. You need not force them ; they will accommodate themselves.

28404, Do you consider that, if the status of erofiers was improved and
enlarged, and there was a regulation made that there was to be no further
subdivision of the enlarged crofts, the people wounld be disposed again to
subdivide and bring about again the misery many of them are now int—
No, they would not ; they would not be allowed to do it; and I don't
think, on Lochiel’s estate, I know of any such thing,

28405. In well-regulated club-farms you are not aware that this system
of subdivision does prevail }—Never.

28406. Even without the state interfering, do yon think the good sense
of the people themselves would go against it %—Yes, but it belongs to the
rules of such elub-farms that they are not by any means to be subdivided,
and of course that is enough.

28407. Were you obliged this year to apply for some of the money
which was subscribed in the south for the destitute people I—I was, and
I was very reluetant to do it, it was a matter of necessity.

28408. You were pretty active in this matter I was

23409, Did you do so before you were fully satisfied of the necessity
of the step?—1 did not. I called the attention of the proprietors first,
and they came forward, and then generous friends in the south supplied
what the proprietors did not do.

28410. Would it not seem strange to an outsider that in an enormous
parish like this with a limited population, it was necessary to apply for
external reliefi—Yes, and to show that what I advocate is the thing, none
of our crofters who were in good condition came forward to ask one pound
of meal or money. No one got it but the poor people who had no lanl
or only patches of land. The people who had any stock had as much
eredit ag tided them over,

28411, I suppose, as a Highlander, you don’t like to make application
for charity %—1I do net, and I hope I will never have to do it again ;
it was very much against my grain to have to do if.

23412, Sir Kenneth Mackenzie—~-1 don't know whether you under-
stood Mr Fraser-Mackintosh’s question ; but do you mean to say there
are 500 acres of arable land in the Dundonell forest?—XNo, I mean round
about the laird’s house, and down to the river—down to the sea. T mean
the whole strath of Little Lochbroom between what is oceupied by the
Iaird himself and the farm of Dundoneli, as I understand about 500 acres,

28413, But it is used for productive purposes, and is not torned into
forest 1—No, but the other side iz a forest entirely.

28414. But the arable land is still used for preductive purposes 1—Oh,
yes, it is not made forest ; it is contigucus to the forest.

28415. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—1s it now under cultivation +—Yes,

28416. Is it turned by the plough %—Yes, and the proprietor has the

rest under grass and under sheep.
. 28417. Sir Kenneth Mackenzie.—Where was the principal destitution?
—The most of it was in the village of Ullapool. I must say to the
honour of the crofters, that very few from the country came forward for
relief. They would have taken it if they could have got it in large measure,
but they would not condescend to take two or three stones of meal, and
they would not get more than that ata time. Those who got any of it were
broken-down people in the village, and those who had no land and whom
we knew thoroughly well to require i,

28418, Did the people from the Big Strath or Leckmeln got any}—2XNo,

281419, Ay Cameron.—You mentioned that the large fishing boats have
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been reduced in number }—Yes, from thirty to eight, and they cannct get
gear for them ; they have not the money. They cannot be trusted for it
from the bank, because they are so poor.

28420, If the fishing is & paying concern, how does it happen that these
persons have not been able to get their tackle replaced +—Of courss the
fathers got old, and the sons went away because the fishing was not
paying, and there are various other reasons.

28421, The fishing was not paying +—It was not, and the people were
poor, and everything combined made them give it up.

28428, Are the eight boats they have now of the new class 1T think
there are eight of them going to the eastf.

28423. Are they of the new class?—Most of them ; because they must
be all decked now.

28424. You stated that the land added to the Duchess of Sutherland's
forest was a sheep-farm —VYes.

28425. But you did not mention whether what was added to the
Dundonell forest was also a sheep farm 7—1I suppose it was.

23426, T understood you to say the land had been lately added to the
deer forest ?—Yes,

28427, It was not taken from the crofters }—No, from the farm; when
the farm became vaeant the proprietor made half of it into the forest.
¥ 28428. You are aware that sheep-farms are difficult to let just now }—

es.

28429. In such a case as a sheep-farm falling vacant, do you objeet to
the proprietor waking it into a deer forest when he can find nothing else
to do with it %—XNot when money is the thing in view. When & man
must replenish his purse, he must do it.

28430, But it is a guestion of dving something with the land §—DBut if
it is broken up and given to smaller tenants, I believe that might be done.

28431, But I am alluding prineipally to land not suitable to be broken
up? —1 don’t know any land in Lochbroom that could net be broken up
for small tenanis.

28432, Is it the fact that in forming a deer forest you take always the
highest and worst land—Iland that could lardly keep sheep, and leave the
more profitable land in the hands of the sheep-farmer? Would not the
natural inference be, that if crofters ars to get land, they shounld get tirst
the more suitable and better pasture, and when they filled that up, that
they should go to the deer forests +—Yes, but I have shown that the low
ground will never pay the erofters ; they must have a large out-run.

28433. Have not the large sheep-farms a large out-run {—Yes.

28434. Then would it not be more suitable to give the crofiers, if they
are to get additional land, the large farms, out-run, and all 1—Yes.

28435. T presume you would not have any objection to let the deer
forests in the meantime remain as such, rather than be quite vacant +—To
be sure I would, and where I would have sheep the deer would be
allowed to go. The deer were wilder formerly than they are now, and it
was better sport, for it cannot be called sport nmow. It was better sport
when the deer were i the corries and far off wild places. They
are now like sheep, and you can kill them with a stick if you like.

28436. You have nothing more to add to what you stated to Professor
Mackinnon about the possibility of arriving at some conclusion with
regard to stocking the farms, because, I gather, you are convineed that
the pastoral system is adapted for the Highlands, and that it should be
in 1tfhe hands of the crofters and not in the hands of large shecp farmers?
—Yes,

28437. You have nothing to add as to how you would stock these
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lands if they are to be given to the crofiers 7-~No, I have nothing to adil.
Of course there ars some here who couid take small farms of from £16
to £17 of rent.

28438. I suppose you are aware that stock is never considered avail-
able security, being a kind of floating subject?—1 know there are great
difficulties ; but something must be done.

28439, But what that something is, you are not able to say 7—1I have
just given my opinion. I don't go into ethereal remedies.  Let the whole
of Auchiltibuie be turned into a club farm up Strathkennar. I know
some people object to that, and the reason of it is, that there are two or
three hig fellows who object and keep up with the factors and say ‘No,
down with it," and the factors keep a deaf ear and a shut eye to all the
clamour of the poorer people. Let elub farms be the rule and not the
exception, and you will see that they will renew and reform things in the
Highlands without going into the difficulties of peasant proprietory. I
want practical things which I have scen carried ocut, and nothing else.

WirtiaM GUxsx, Esq., Factor on the estates of the Duchess of Sutherland,
Countess of Cromartie (4$4)—examined.*

28440. The Chairman.—You have been present here to-day during the
course of the inquiry and have heard what has been stated +—Yes,

28441, Do you desire to make some statement?—I do. I have a
written stztement which I should like to read :—*On the Coigach or
¢ Cromartie portion of the parish of Loch Broom, owned by the Duchess
¢ of Sutherland, Countess of Cromartie, there are nineteen townships
¢ comprising 237 crofters and 5 cottars. The erofters oceupy as nearly
¢as possible 700 acres of arable land, and close upon 30,000 acres of
¢ pasture, at a yearly rent of £1067, 10s. 9d. or about 8d. per acre over
*head with the arable thrown in. This gives an average of 3 acres
‘“arahle and 120 acres pasture to each croffer at an avarage yearly rent
¢of £4, 10s. The total rental of the Duchess of Sutherland’s property
¢ in this parish is £5460, of which £1690 is derived from sheep grazings
*and £2700 from shootings and fishings, There are only two farms of
¢ any size—one rented at £550, and the other at £500. There are nine
¢ smaller grazings ranging from £35 to £115 of rent. 1 have traced the
< renial of the crofter holdings in Coigach back for forty years, during
¢ which period, and probably much longer, the rents remained unchanged
¢ pntil 1878, when they were revised and a re-valuation made. Prior to
¢ 1853 the Lotters of Achiltibuie, Badenscally, and neighbouring town-
“ships to the north of the Big Rock, were subienants of Messrs
¢ Mackenzie, general merchants, Ullapool, to whom, in addition +to
¢ certain money payments, they were under certain obligations paid in
“kind. In 1853 all these sub-tenants, I believe, much to their satisfaction,
¢ were taken on as holding direct from the proprietor, at the old rents,
¢ This continued until 1878, when, after an oullay of many thousand
¢« pounds on roads and other useful works of improvement, it was felf
¢ that the time had arrived whan some small return shonld be ohtained
¢ for so large an expenditure. The most important and costly of these
¢ improvements was the opening up of the district with new roads, which,
* with branches to and through the various townships along the coast line
§ from Coulnacralg to the exireme point of Rieff, extend in all to close
* apon forty miles, constructed, much of i, through a very rocky diffienlt

* For further evidence of Mr Gunn, see pages 2642 and 3248,
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¢ country—at a cost of over £11,000. If we exclude the loop Iine te
¢ Loch Inver, which connects the counties of Ross and Sutherland, there
¢ are seventecn miles, thirteen of which, may be regarded as specially for
¢ the accommodation of the people of the district, The cost of these
¢ pranch and purely Jocal roads may be put down at £3000. An improved
¢ meal mill, with accommedation for cartwright and carpenter business,
¢ ¢ost £040—a reut, but a very inadequate one, is got for this last outlay.
¢ Timber, lime, and glass, are given free to crofters who rebuild their
¢ houses on an improved plan, and slates are supplied at a reasonable rate
¢ of interest. This assistance has produced most satisfactory results,
¢ During my own connection with the district {I became factor in 1367)
4 over one hundred houses have been either entirely rebuilt or sub-
¢ stantially improved, and a number have been slated. That the tenants
¢ themselves who are as the whole expense of the erection—on an average
¢ ghout £30 for euch house—should have done so much affords the best
¢ gvidence of a commendable desire to better their condition, while it is,at the
¢ same time, most gratifying to the Duke and Duchess of Sutherland, that
* 30 many of their people have been able to take advantage of the
¢ assistance offered for the Improvement of their dwellings. I
¢ have already stated that a re-valuation of the crofter holdings was made
¢in 1873. This task was entrusted to me by the Duke of Sutherland
‘ and his Commissioner (the late Mr Loch) partly I suppose because of
¢ my knowledge of the distriet acquived during the previous eleven years
¢ while the new roads and other improvements were being planned and
¢ constructed, and partly because there was no desire to rack-rent, and it
¢ was probably thought that as I should myself be the person to impose
¢ anct colleet the new rents I would probably be more careful than strangers
‘ not to exceed what might be regarded as fair and just to all concerned.
¢ There being a strong tendency on the part of well-to-do crofters to over-
¢ stock, the first and most important step was to fix a summing for
‘ each township and each lotter therein. One great advantage of this is
* that the poor man, who is unable to have his full complement of stock,
* can get value for his grazing from the well-to-do tenant, We experience,
‘ however, very great difficulty in putting this into practiee owing to the
¢ unwillingness of the people themselves to give information as to over-
stock. Although there are very few lots but what can be turned with the
* plough, ihe rates fixed for the arable land do not exceed 10s. on an average,
¢ with the patches and borders of green pasture thrown in. The rates
¢ for stock vary according to the gquality of the grazing, and are as follows:
¢ —For cows, from 7s. to 10s. each; young cattle, 4s. to 6s. each; sheep,
¢ 1s.6d. to 2s.6dl. each; horses, 15s. to 20s. each, Low as these rates certainly
¥ arethey yield an inercase on the old rent of £176, or an average rise of 15a.
‘ on each allotment. On one township of eight lotters (Auchnahaird) a

‘ reduction of 20 per cent. was made on the old rent, levied by the

¢ tacksman whose sub-tenants they were. On Isle Martin-—seven lotters

¢ —there was no rise; while in ntmerous instances old men having no

‘ able-hodied sons to work for them and pay the rent, the inerease has

‘ been allowed to stand over, I should also add that in all cases brought

‘under my notice, care was taken not to impose any increase of rent

*in respect of land reclaimed or otherwise hnproved by the tenants within
¢ the previous fifteen years. Although the croft rents may be said to have

¢ been slationary for fifty years, the farm reats in the same district have

¢ in several instances risen 100 per cent. and in some cases even more.

¢ It will, I think, be admitted that the swall tenants get fully a half

‘ more wages now than thirty years ago, while they get nearly double the,
¢ price for their cattle that they could have got even twenty years ago.
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¢ This is very much the result of the great improvement in the breed
¢ brought about by the introduction in recent years of well bred bulls at
¢ the proprietor’s expense—a system of helping the people which cannot
‘be too strongly recommended, The desire to slate their houses is also
¢ on the increase and deserves to be encouraged, as the constant flaying
¢ of the surface for divot required for thatehed roofs is ruinous to pesture.
¢ To show that the new roads are of use to the people I may mention
¢ that carts and ploughs are much more numercus and are yearly on the
¢ increase—while the labour provided in the making of these roads has
‘ done good in various ways. IS has faught many of them to use a pick
“and spade to advantage, and it has encouraged them to set about
¢ ijmproving their crofts by trenching waste, draining, and removing
¢ boulders, &c. It also enables their children to get comfortably to school,
* of which there are no fewer than six on the Coigach property. I must
‘ not omit to mention that with the exception of one or twe iuland town-
¢ ships the great bulk of the population live near the sea and that many
¢ of them are more dependant upon fishing than upon their crofts, I am
¢ glad to be able to bear testimony to the fact that while doubtless there
¢ are some indolent people among them as there are in most communities,
¢ there are many very industrious, and strive Lard to better their condition,
‘ and if there is one thing more than another that retards their progress,
‘it is the want of good harbour accommodation and regular facilities,
¢ which they do not now possess, of getting the produce of the sea to a
* ready market. At present there is no telegraph and only two posts a week
¢ to this important district, with a population, according to the last census,
“of 1615, I trust that you gentlemen will have the goodness to represent
* this to the proper quarter and recommend that Government aid be given
‘towards providing these facilities which are se much required.
If you will now allow me I would like to muke one or two remarks upon
the evidence which has been given. Allow me first to refer to the
delegate John M‘Lean. This crofter is entitled to keep one horse,
three cows, two followers, and twelve sheep. In inquiring for the
return given to the Commission, the stock actuslly kept was found
to be two horses, four cows, one follower, and fourteen sheep. This
man has 33 acres of arable land at a rent, including pasture, of £3, 8s. He
made veference, as did some others, to the charge for hovses. 1 wish
particularly to explain that. There are many crofiers here who I am
sure will bear me out when I say that there is nothing so ruinous and
destructive to the best part of the grazing than the keeping of too many
horses, Frequent complaints were made by these that their neighbours
kept too many horses, and we found that unless a limit was made to the
number, and some charge made, the evil would go on increasing.  There-
fore when this valuation was made, and some time before it was com-
pleted, intimation was given to all who then lield horses, and any others
who might desira to hold them, that it was very desirable in their own
interests to put a limit to their number, and that & charge varying from

15s, to 208, would be added to the rental of those who desired to keep-

them., This man M‘Lean’s father had a horse, and I helieve M‘Lean had
one at that time also, or shortly before. He may have been without a
horse ab the time the charge was put on, but he made application to have
cne, and he did not give us 1o understand 5o far as I know that he had
not one for two years. It is singular if he was not able to purchase one
for two years that he should bave immediately afterwards bought two.
He has ore on his eroff and ancther somewhere else. The same delegate
referred to the want of security. Now I am not aware of a single
instance of eviction, or enforced removal from the Cromartie estate within
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the last fifty years bat one. That case happened in my own time. It
was the case of a man MTeod who lived in Glenstrathan, He was a
man who had a family, and a very idle man; his circumstances are
well known. He allowed his dwelling-house to tumble to pieces, and it
was for nothing else but an example to his neighbours that he was
removed ; and to make sure that a good case was made out, the Duke of
Sutherland’s late Commissioner, Mr Loch, accompanied me to the spot,
and when we arrived there, his roof was covered with a sail as the only
protection he was able to give his wife and children ; and yet he was an
able-bodied man, and T believe is so still, Reference was also made, by
the same delegate I believe, to a feu on the Isle of Taners, and to the
ruinous state of the fences, Well, I have a distinet recollection of the
condition of those fences having been brought under my notice some time
ago, and at that time I represented the matter to the then proprietor of
Letterewe, to whom the fen belonged. The delegate also made reference
to the boats, and I may mention that last year £60 was contributed by
the Duchess of Sutherland towards the repair of boats damaged by the
severs gale of October 1881, Other delegates complained of the great
scarcity of arable land. I believe that the small tenants of Colgach have
all the available land in the distriet, with the exceptivn of some forty or
fifty acres, and the great bull of that is attached to small farms. The
same delegates also complained that there was no barbour or safe port.
It so happens that within & quarter of a mile of this man's residence there
is one of the safest little ports of the whole district, and we have only
lately completed a road to that port. It is opposite Isle Risdale in the
near neighbourhood of Altandw. It was also stated thabt they were
charged for sea-weed from Isle Risdale, That island belongs to Lady
Matheson, and I was not aware it was the custom to make a charge for
sea-weed. It was suid that the tenants of Auchnahaird were paying a
tax of 7s. 6d. for sea-weed to the tacksman of Auchnahaird. This is the
first time I have heard of it, and if a charge is exacted it iz a most illegal
one, I shall now refer to the evidence given by Murdo Stewart,
Auchiltibuie.  He has five acres of good arable land on the shore, and his
share of 14,000 acres of pasture. He is entitled to keep four cattle and
six sheep. He actually keeps seven cattle and thirty sheep. In his evi-
dence, if T took him up properly, he stated he only owned one or two cattle
beasts, and that he never owned half a dozen sheep in his life. But the
explanation is this, that although he is the tenant, a brother of his owns the
rest of the stock and shares the lot with him.  For the five acres of fair
arable land he pays only £2 of rent; for the grazing of seven cattle 30s.,
and for the sheep he only pays 15s. Reference was made by most of the
delegates, and very strongly by the Rev. Mr M‘Millan, that a great
mistake was made in not taking the road as they call it through the Big
Rock. XNow, Sir Keuneth Maekenzie will bear me ou$ that he heard the
evidence of the most competent road contractor and road engineer in the
Highlands, the late Mr Lewis Russell, who was employed to look out for
the best and wost advantageous line of road through the district. He
examined with very great care this particular road from Kinchillish, and
his verdict was that it was impossible to make a safe road there ; in fact
he said it would eost more than most railways—over £1000 a mile. And
further, he said if the road was made there, it would be dangerous and
would not be there long, as the rocks are very precipitous, and it would be
constantly liable to injury. Allow me now to refer o the case of
Alexander Grant. He complained that we refused to give him compen-
gation for his buildings, and I believe he stated that he expended £40 on
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improvements. He was two or three years in the place, and left of
his own accord. I am not aware that he expended £2 or even £1
upon the land, but he did build a shell of a house. 'When he
left it, it was a house without a single division in the inside, and
s0 badly constructed that before we could make it habitable we had
to pull down the couples and 2 fect of the front wall to make it
at all useful. The byre and barn at the time he left—I1 saw them
myself—were also in ruins and propped up with wood. When these
props were removed, the building tumbled to pleces, and at this momient
there is not one stone above another. He spoke to me about compensa-
tion, but my answer was that he owed twelve months’ rent, and looking
at the state of the buildings, I thought the one was a very good set off
for the other, Bub if it could be shown that the buildings were veally
worth more than the rent in arrear, the matter would be taken inte con-

sideration. His reply was that a Royal Commission had been appointed,

and he would fake good care to bring forward his case, That being so,
I thought it better to let it stand over and have ne settlement under such
4 threat as that, A statement was made by other delegates that the
best of their land was taken and added to Badentarbat and Auchnshaird.
I made inquiry, and my information is that no such changes have taken
place within the last fifty years. Deer forests were referred to by the
Rev. Mr M*Millan, and I would wish to explain the eircumstances under
which the last clearance was effected. T refer now to Drumracnaidh or
Coulmore, It was cleared in 1879. The ground cleared was very high,
and formed part of the farm of Inverpolly. The lease of that farm was
out, and as sheep farming was not paying and this high land was very
risky, the tenants refused to renew their lease, We advertised the farm
ag g whole and did not get o single application for it. We discovered
that the reason was that the farm was not self-supporting and that there
was too much high ground in proportion to the low ground. The idea
then occurred of clearing the high part and leaving as much of the high
ground with the low as would make the farm self-supporting.  As such,
the farm was advertised, and even then we were unable to let it, and we
were obliged to take it into our own hands. The value as sheep grazing
of that part whick was cleared eculd net be put down at more than £200
or £250. Welet it for the first year as forest at a rental of £600.
Reference has also been made to Rhidorrach forest, which I believe was
one of the first cleared forests in the Highlands. I believe there are
people here now who can bear testimony to what I say, that a great part
of the land forming the forest of Rhidorrach was regarded as very un-
healthy and nnscund for sheep, I beliove it was good grazing for cattle,
but for sheep it was regarded as very unsound. It was cleared gradually
and by degrees. It was cleared by the late Cromartie, then proprietor
of Coigach estate. He was 8 man who was extremely kind to the
crofters on his estate, and T am sure thosa of them now present will
bear me out when I say so, and that he would have been the last to
have evicted or be unkind to any of the small crofters on the place, Az
it happens, there were no crofters on Rhidorrach. There were a few
gmall sheep farmers, for whom other farms were provided on the estate,
and there was no question, as far as I can ascerfain, of any complaint by
any tenants about their removal T have only further to state that the
delegates who appear from Coigach, I have the best reason to helieve,
have not given expression to the opinions and views of the Coigach peopla
generally. They are at most the outcome of a few discontented individ-
nals, of whom there are doubtless some in every parish and distriet in the
country.

28422. Why do you say that the delegates who have appeared to-day
A0 not express the real sentiments of the people—what grou:udﬁhfwe you

Z

ROSS.

Uriarool.

William
Gunn,



ROS3.

ULrarooL

William
Gunn.

1826 Highlands and Islands Commassion,

for saying that3—1I was at Coigach within the last week, and I was in-
formed that at a meeting called for the purposs of appointing delegates
only two people appeared.

93443, Was that one particular case, or was that the case in several
places 1Tt was in the most important townships of the whole district—
Auchiltibuie and Badenscallie.

98444, The township we visited on Saturday +—Yes,

98445, And there was no general meeting at all - No,

28446. How then were the delegates elected I—I suapect they were a
good deal self-elected.

28447. Do you think there may possibly have been other meetings of
which you were unaware, at which the delegates were elected 3—1 believe
there was another meeting at Ullapool st which people were appointed
without acquainting the people in the district of it.

28448, Were there persons present from those townships#—There
may have been one or ¥wo present, but nothing like a fair representation
of the people.

28449. You mentioned the system under which new houses are built,
if T understood you correctly, lime and wood for the roof are given in
those cases I—Yos,

28450. These are given freely without any price +—Without any price
whatever.

28451, 'Where slates are asked for, are they supplied oncrediti—Oncredit.

28452. How long are the occupiers allowed to pay #—dJust as they are
able ; we fake £1 or £2 as they are abls, and they pay a low rate of in-
terest on the sum.

28453. What proportion or value of the whole cost of the house is
supplied by the proprietor, and how much is left to the ocenpier 1 should
say the average cost to the tenant of erecting a house is about £30, and
the average cost of the material supplied by the proprietor would be about
half that sum.

28454. The whole house would cost about £45%Yes, not a slated
house, but a thatched house.

28455. Adding the slates, how much would it be +—That would add
about £15 or £16 to the cost.

28456. In that case, the whole cost would be £60, of which £45 would
be at the expense of the temant —Yos, that would be about it

28457, Have such houses ever been built +—Numbers of them.

28458. In which the tenant has supplied that+—Yes, but I am merely

uiting a money value upon what the proprietor would have to do,

28459, The ocoupier naturally attaches some value to it - Yes, certainly.

28460. In a case of that sort, is there any verbal or written engage-
ment taken on the part of the proprietor that the tenant, in case of death
or voluntarily leaving, or eviction for failure to pay rent, is to receive any
indemnity for his outlay I—We have 1o written agreement with any of
the tenants, but there is always a distinet mutual understanding that if
the buildings are worth anything to the ingoing tenant, they ‘are paid for.
I don’t know of a single instance, except the case of Alexander Grani, of
& house which has been so built where there has been any change. Changes
are very rare on the Cromartie estate, and any changes were changes from
buildings which were dilapidated or mnearly so, and of listle value. In
such cases as these it is a usnal thing if the buildings are worth anything
to the incoming tenant, that he pays one rent for them, We charge no
rent for the buildings. If they are of any value to the incoming tenant
there is a distinet nnderstanding that whatever value is in the buildifgs
it is paid over to the outgoing tenant.
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28461, Who pays it4—The incoming tenant.

258462. Does he pay it down on the spot or by instalments f-—As s rule
he pays it on the spot, and if there is any difficulty in settling the value,
it is referred to their own neighbours as arbiters mutuaily appointed.

28463. The proprietor pays no compensation for improvements ; it is
the incoming tenant +—Yes,

28464. Tn the case of one of these improved houses worth £60, sup-
posing a vacancy did occur by death, without any natural heirs to held,
and that it occurred shortly after the building was raised, and the build-

ing was not much impaired, the incoming tenant would have to pay the .

value assessed by arbitration which might be £40 or £509—Yes, and
failing him, the proprietor would have to do so.

28465. Supposing that no incoming tenant could be found to undergo
this expenditure and enter the holding, what do you think would be done
on the estate —The proprietor would step in and payv the valuation.

28466. To the heirs whoever they might be -—Quite eo.

28467. But no such occurrence has ever taken place -—There has not
besn a single instance I can recall of any new house or really substantial
house having to be taken over,

28468. In the case of the roads, you have mentioned two kinds, main
roads and branch roads 7—Yes,

28469. By main roads, do you mean the public roads maintained by
the county I—I do.

28470. And what are branch roads +—They are not so maintained :
they are maintained at the expense of the proprietor.

28471. How were those branch roads made; were they made entirels
at the expense of the proprietor +—Entirely, and the main roads also.

38472, The crofters did not give any labour or assistance whatever +—
None whatever ; they were paid very good wages for all the labour they
gave, amounting to many thousand pounds.

28473. The delegate Robert Grant stated thathie had not been alowed
to take away the timber of some portion of the house ; do you remember
anything about that%—I don’t remember anything about the windows.
The house was so badly built that I don’t think the windows would have
been worth taking away.

28474. But you don't remember anything about that $—No.

28475. In the case of the horse which is alleged to have been paid for
for two consecutive years, although it was not kept, were you aware that
you received rent for these two years when thers was no horse kept #—
No.

28476. Did you hear it to-day for the first time %1 did.

28477, You stated that horses were apt to be kept in greater numbers
than was good for the common pasture, or necessary for the cultivation of
the crofts, and therefore it was thought desirable to restrict the number of
borses kept, and that an additional pound of rent wasimposed ; but might
not the number be restricted by regulation instead of impesing a rent upon
the horses +—1It is very difficult to enforce a regulation of that sort unless
there is some consideration paid ; the difficulty would be in deciding who
were to keep them.

28478. We understood from the delegate that the ground officer bad,
8s it were, made up a list, and decided who were to keep them +—He was
aeked to go round and ascertain those who wished to keep them.

28479, If o man had come to you and said he had been unable to buy
8 horse for two years, would it have been consistent with the regulation
of the estate to charge him with a horse which was not kept, or would
you bave remitted the rent of the horse to him +—It would be impossible
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to have people changing their horses constantly in that sort of way,
Once the thing is fixed, it would require to be fixed fora period of years,
or we should never know who had horses or who had not.

28480. If a man’s horse died, would you charge him with the dead
horse for the rest of the time &—If he had not a horse, he would have so
many more cattle,

28481. Sir Kenneth Mackenze—1t was stated by the witness Grant
that his byre, which you said was in ruins, had been turned into a dog
kennel 7—That is not the case. The dog kennel, as several here can
testify, was built on an entircly new foundation and some distance away.
It might be on the same site but net above the old building.

28482, You made reference to the fact of my having heen on the Road
Board of the county, and of my having known about Mr Russell's report.
Mr MMillav has mentioned the road might have been made round
the back of the rock, a shorter way than the presenti—1I1 think
it was the face of the rock Mr M‘Millan referred to.—Rev. AMr
ArMillan. I understand Mr Russell reported upon the face of
the rock. He nearly broke his legs when he was making the
examination, and he came to the conclusion it was impossible to
make aroad there. It never was contemplated to make a road there;
but the other way it was quite possible.—Mr Gunn. It is not likely
the Duchess of Sutherland would have gone round thirty miles if a shorter
road was possible.

28483, Mr Cameron.—As I understood you, in answer to the chair-
man, you said a house might be built but not slated for £601—£45,—
£30 contributed by the tenant and £15 by the landlord.

28484. For a non-slated house I—Yea

28485. Built with dry stone walls or mortar —Mortar supplied by
the proprietor.

28486. What would that house be thatched with #—Thatched with
divots and rushes,

28487, What can the house be built for where the wood, lime, and
slates are supplied by the proprietor, and the stones earted and all the
work done by the tenant?—The slates would add about £15 to the
cost,

28488. Would heavy wood be required %—The wood wonld be
heavier also,

28489, What would & slated house of two rooms cost —Considering
that the wood would require to be heavier it would be fully £70 for
& slated house.

28490, Could it be done for that?—I believe it could in that
quarter. There is native stone close by and they have no expense of
quarrying.

28491. What would the proportion of that come to for the landlord’s
ghare 7—Ahout £20 I should say, exclusive of the slates, which of course
are paid by the tenant

?118'492. Twenty pounds for ime and wood for the roof?—Yes, and
garking.

28493, Do the people here prefer the old houses, or do they like slated
houses#-They are getting more into the way of slating now ; they see
the advantage of it, that a slated roof does not require to be repaired after
every gale. And they see too that the practice of flaying the surface of
the ground for divots is ruinous to the best of their own pasture.

28494, Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.~—You made in the conclusion of your
statement some reference to the character of the delegates. Now, it is
the duty of the Commission to do all they can here to protect those
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people who come before them. Do you know the Tree Chureh minister
of Auchiltibuie 71 do.

28495, Is he a person of honour and ecredit %I believe he is,

28496. Do you think he is likely fo be a party to anything in the
way of misrepresentation of the people—No, I don’t think he wounld
willingly.

28497, Look at that paper (showing) ; is that his writing I believe
i§ is.

28498. That is a statement from Coigach and was handed in to the
Commissioners by one of the delegates, and it was stated it was writien
by the Free Church minister. Do you suppose that the minister for
one moment would be a party to prepare & document of that kind if he
did not suppose the people who asked him fo do it had a good status to
do so 9—That might be so.

28499, I think you stated the reason that the pound for the horses
was put on was because there was a complaint an the part of some of the
crofters that too many were kept —That is so.

28500, Does it not ocenr to you if it was to be put on, that the pound
should be given to the erofters whose pasture was destroyed by the extra
horses, and not put into the landlord’s pocket %—There were always so
many horses kept in each township on the grazing. If there were no
horses there would be cattle and sheep, for which the proprietor would
receive rent,

28501, Baut I don't see that the complaint of the crofters, that too
many horses were kept and their pasture speiled, was any way improved
by a pound for the horses going into the pocket of the landlord —How
can you make out that it should go into the pockets of the tenants?

28502. Boecause it was their pasture that was destroyed It was the
proprietor’s pasture from which he weuld be deriving rent if they had
more cattle or sheep.

28503. 1t is not a fixed money rent I—-No.

28504, How is the rent fixed 7—1I have explained it in my statement
very fully; it is fixed by pulting a certain price upon the arable and
pasture land, and a certain price upon each beast. 1 don't know of any
ather proper way of doing it.

28505. Do you make the rent separate &—Yes, for each holding and
for each township.

28506, But do you do it separately for each animal %—We do; there
is a limit fixed of stock for each fenant.

28507. That is what is called the summing +—Yes.

28508. Isthat really cbserved at Auchiltibunie, because the person we
met said, one of the great eomplaints was that there was no such thing #—-
It certainly is observed, and our great difficulty is to prevent the people
having more than the summing ; thatis the difficulty we compiain of, and
that some of themselves who are unable to put on the full complement of
stock complain of also, that others who are more able pul on more than
they are entitled to.

28509, Why did you select the horses and not charge a pound for a
cow —DBecause they must have a certain number of horses fo till
their land, but they are apt to have too many.

28510. Must not they have o certain namber of cows and sheep 7—Yes,
and they have.

28511. Do you show that pound in your receipts soparately 7—No, hut
our summing shows it, and the tenants are quite well aware of the stock-
ing they are allowed aceording to the rent,

98512, Supposing a man kept another horse more, would you
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put another pound on?—No, but we would object to his keep-
ing it,

28513. Supposing he kept a horse less, would you take a pound off t—
I am not so sure about that, unless there was an understanding. 1 don’t
know that it would do to let them alter their rental at any time as they
chose.

98514, The Chairman,—If they kept a horse at the house or purchased
food, would you charge them the additional pound —Certainly not, but
that is not the case; it is well known that all the horses graze upon the
common pasture.

98515, Mr Fraser-Muckintosh.—About the rise that took place upon
the crofts about thres years ago, the number of crofters altogether was
237, and you added to the rental £176. Upon consideration, was
it worth while for such a small sum to disturb all these people?—Well,
T don’t think they could expect to get so much done for them and pay
nothing in return. I believe that small increase represents nat one per
cent. upon the money laid out to their advantage.

28516. I think you stated that the principal money laid out was for
roads 7—It was, the greater part of it

28517. But don’t those people all pay road money ! —Not now; I am
not aware that they do,

28518, How is that I—DBecause we have not charged it ; whatever we
may do, we have not dene it in the past.

28519, You den't exact anything in the way of statute labour +—No,

28520. Was that because you had some kind of pity upon the people?
—1 think we have shown our pity by doing a great deal for them during
my connection with them—during the last sixteen years. T believe their
condifion is very much improved from what it was when I first knew them,

28521, We saw a number of houses very greatly improved, no doubt;
we saw houses in four stages, and we entered one bouse of a man
M‘Leod, as a specimen. He has T think three rooms below and three
above. Do you know the person I mean 7—1I believe I do.

28522, We were informed he got no assistance for the house —That
may be so; there are some who are above asking for assistance, and [
think that is the best evidence that they don’t need it. 1 believe his
house is slated. It was not for a number of years, and we offered to give
him slate. He is a well-to-do man and was above asking for assistance.

28523. I now come to another house below the road. Were you ever
in a house oceupied by an old frail man %—I know the house perfectly
and have seen it repeatedly ; the owner is James M‘Leod. He has two
allotments and on several occasions we have offered him assistance to
rebnild his house. .lis house is without exception the worst in the
whole district,

28524, You have stated that Drumraonaidh or Coulmore was cleared
in 1879, but you don't say how many acres were cleared I—Speaking
from memory I really eannot say, but I should say from 25,000 to 30,000
acres.

28525, You also stated that you were unable to let a part of Inverpolly
although you advertised it in the market. Did it ever occeur to you to
try if the smaller people would take it #—I have never had an application
for more land since I was connectedd with the Cromartie estate ; I never
heard that the people considered they had too little land until to-day.

28526. We were told there were a number of families at one time on
the ground of what is now the Rhidorrach forest; have you observed
remains of old buildings there b—Very few; there are remains of an old
fonee and the like of that, I see no evidence of small tenants, |
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28527. Your own words were emall farmers, praziers 1—VYeg, ROSS.
28528. Woere any of these men paying £30 rent + They were all above —
£30 I believe, ULLAPOOL.

28529, Ts there any arable land fit for cultivation in Rbidorrachi—  viliam
There are about 40 aercs, but it is Hat and level and without drainage  Gunn,
outfall, and in a moist climate I believe it would never pay to cultivate
it, and as far as T know it never has been cultivated.

28530. You stated it might be good for cattle but nof for sheep?—
That is my opinion.

28531, What is the extent of Rhidorrach +—25,000 io 30,000 acres.

28532, It used to let #—TIt was, and if is let now.

28533, What did it used to let at’—T am unable to say; it is so
many years since it was eonverted.

28534. Was it ever let as forest before?—TYes, it i3 a very old forest;
one of the oldest in the Highlands.

28535, What was it let ab before it fell into the family’s own hand?
—T am not aware that the rent of it as forest has ever been under £700,
but the forester is here and can say.

28536. Do you recollect the name of one of the oldest tenants hefore
the present man? has it always been let3—It has, except perhaps an
occasional year when the proprietor might keep it in his own hands, which
was very rarely.

28537. And if was never under £700%-—I am not aware; it may have
been, but I cannot speak back for a number of years.

28538, Why is it in the valuation roll of this current year at £350%
—This year it was untet, and that was the grazing value. 1§ was valued
as grazing, The proprietor, when the forest is unlet, is bound to return it
at its grazing value, and that was £350 as far as I could ascertain. Iis
value as forest is £850.

28539. Can you inform us of the screage of Coigach I can not.

28540, Is it roughly 200,000 acres?—No, I should saynothing like that?

28541. Is there a considerable portion of hill land there belonging to
erofters — As T have said, there are cloge upon 30,000 acres entirely under
crofter's stock.

28542. (To Rev. Mr M ‘Mlan.) Mr Gunn said, ‘T have only to siate
¢ that the delegates who have appeared have not given expression to the
¢ opinions and views of the people generally.” We wish to understand by
what process these delegates were elected —T don’t know exactly how they
were slected, but at Coigach I believe they had meetings themselves in the
absence of the Free Churech Minister. They had mestings before that,
immediately after the minister left for the fishing station,with Mr Murdoch,
1 may say.*

Joux Macreax and Murbo SteEwart, Auchiltibuie—recalied.

28543. The Chairman.—(To John Macleon.) Will you state exactly John Maclean.
how you were elected? How many persons were there present when you

* Subscquent Note by Mr QUNN, dated Tth January 1834, — Bome of Alexander Grants
statements are worth noticing, in view of the general cry for more land. For a rent of
£6, 6&, he held s superior lot of arable land, anﬁ grazing for 1 horse, 7 cattle beasts, and 30
sheep, Compare this with his adniission, that to Mr Fowler of Braemore, he now cheerfully
pays £4 for a cottage, without even a garden attached, He complained that he could get
no work, This is very strange, seeing that so many thousand pounds had been expended
by the proprietor in that district on employment for all willing to work. As a matter of
fact, no tenant could be more copsiderately treated. Some ten years ago the smsll sheep
farm of Keanchulish fell vacant, when a preference was given to Grant and a brother of
his, both natives. They were, however, only three or four years in possession when they
quarralled, and we had to iake the farm off their hands, paying them some £600 for the
stock. It was then that he applied for and got the lot at Couinacraig. At his outgoing
from Coulnacraig we had an offer of a bigher rent for i, but we thought it better to
divide it among the adjoining tenants, who were well able to stock it.
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were elected a delegate, and when was the meeting held? How many
heads of families were there present paying rent}—There were eight
present who were paying rent in addition fo others who wished that I
ghould come here and represent them ; but the most of the people were
away from home. If those who were away had been at home I don't
doubt Lut that they would have been all present.

285344, Was that in Altandu alone +—Altandu alone.

28545, Were there any strangers present —-Nohody except the
members of the township. There were no strangers,

98546, Was the minister there?—He was not at home, but the minister
was prescnt when the statement in his handwriting was prepared.

28547, [To Murde Stewart.} How were you elected —I was elected for
a place called Polglass at this end of Auchiltibuie, There were about twenby
people present from various townships. There would have been a great
many more present, but the most of the people werc away at the time.

28548. Twenty heads of families?—Yes, there would be about twenty
heads of families; there were from four to five townships. Two of the
men who were not present at the meeting at which I was elected sent
money towards the payment of my expenses coming here.

28549, 8ir Kenneth Mackenzie—Do you know of the meeting Mr
Guun referred to, at which only two were present, ab Auchiltibuie$—I
never heard of such a meeting,

Jomw Macgenzig, formerly Crofter, Leckmelm (64) examined,

28550. The Chairman.—Have you any croft 1—I have still about a
quarter of an acre of land at Leckmelm,

28551. What statement have you to make?—TLeeckmelm was long ago
divided into four townships. Three of them were under erofters, and one
of them was a farm tack. The people were well-off at that time. One
of the townships where there were four people paid about £20 of rent.
In another tewnship there were eight people who paid £40 between them ;
and there was a third township called Ineroash which was divided amongst
three tenants who sub-let to three other fenants, making altogether in the
township six peeple. I don't know the rent of that third township. The
gub-tenants paid £14 of rent. In the year 1832 every person upon the
esfate was summoned out of his huilding. The two central townships were
then lotted out into thirteen lots. In the township in which there were
gix tenants, these six were thrown in amougst the other thirteen tenants
whe had the two townships. In these two townships there are now twenty
in all. Seven full lots were given to seven of those twenty, and the rest
was divided among the other thirteen, at that time the land was rather dis-
jointed, a patch here and there with a heap of stones now and again right
in through it. When the lots were apportioned out among them in this
way, the people began to clear the stones off the surface of the land, and
to improve and cultivate it so as to make it one continuous ground, and
improve it in every way as they were able, Another township was cleared
in order to make room for the innkeeper that was in Strathmore, and a
portion of the hill which the tenants had at the time was taken from them
and added to the farm which was given to the innkeeper, DBut still the
rent was kept on the township after the hill was taken from them. The
people were in this condition until the year 1842, In that year three town-
ships were cleared in Strathmore—that is upon the Braemore estate—and
some of these were thrown in among the tenants of Leckmelm, some of the
existing tenants in those townships were sent away without the proprietor’s
krowledge. The proprietor was at the time away on the Continent.

28552. Who was the proprietor *—DMr Davidson of Tulloch. When
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the proprietor came back he began to ask me what had become of those
people, and when I told him, he replied that the thing had been done
without his knowledge. In the following year a cold wind came into the
land which has still remained, and that was the division that arose among
the people in consequence of the Distuption. Then the son of this inn-
keeper who was settled among us was appointed factor upon the estats,
or rather manager over the whole estate, and messages used to come from
him and the ground officer to the effect that wnless all the people should
go to the church to which they were wont to go they would be removel
from the estate, and it was alleged this was the proprietor’s order. There
were soms that obeyed this order but others refused to cbey, knowing
where they could get the milk, and that when they got it they would
drink it sweet. This state of affairs continued for thirty-four years. The
people still continued to improve the land and clear the surface of it of
stones, but only some of us cleared it all. Then the young proprietor,
who was at that time living on a portion of Strathmore, thought it proper
to come and add to our rents. Over £20 was added to the rental of the
place at that time, making the rent over £80, Then & black day for the
Highlanders came round after that when the schools were placed under
the control of the State. Then we began to guarrel as to who should be
elected members of the School Board. Mr Davidson was then at Inper-
broom, and our young proprietor became a candidate, thinking that every-
body who had a vote in Leckmelm ought to give the vote to himself,
There were soven properly qualified electors at that time, but through 2
change of tenancy and the like of that there happened to be only at that
date of legally quelified voters, tive. Mr Davidson only got four votes in
Leckmelm, and he got angry with us and increased the rent by £20
again, so that the rent thus became over £100,

28553, Sheriff Nicolson.— When was the rent raised last before the
estate was sold to Mr Pirie 7—Just that same year I think,

28554, What year was that %I think 1879, if I am not mistaken.

28555, What hiad the rent been before that I—The place was rented ab
£60, I suppose; then over £80, and then over £100,

28556, Was it raised from £80 to £100 in the last year that Mr
Davidson had it +—-Yes.

28557. How many tenants were there then do you think 2—About six-
teen.

28558, How many are there now?—There are sizteen still who hold
bits of land from the proprietor.

28559, Were you all paying the same rent at that time 7—Ne, not at
first; but we were afterwards.

28560. What was the highest rent paid by anybody #—£5, 15s., at the
first.

28561. What time do you refer to?—When the lots were first

iven.
§ 98562. In 1879 whai was the highest rent *—£8 on the whole lot and
£4 on the half lot.

28563, How many people had whole lots +—I think seven.

28564, And the rost had half lots +—Yes,

28565, What cattle were the whole lots able to support #—They were
allowed by the proprietor more than they were able to winter. They
were allowed four eattls and two followers, or three cattle and thres
followers as they liked.

28566, Had they horses — One horse each,

28567. And sheep —Twenty-four for each lot.

28568. Were the people in a comfortable condition —They were in s
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comfortable position some of them; those who had the full Jots, but not
those in the half lofs.

28569. Were those who had the full lots able to make their living out
of them 7—Not able—far from that ; I have seen me some years when
paying the high rent, buy as much as between thirteen and fourteen bolls
of meal for my family.

28570, Because you could not make it out of the land 7—Yes.

28571, And were you cultivating the lands as well as you conld +—T
was. .

28572, Had you not good crops?—Sometimes, but the failure of the
potatoes was very bad.

28573. Which failure ¥—The failure in the potato erop.

98574, Has there been a periodical failure of potatoes?—Some years
more than others. .

28575. Did you never get enough of potatoes out of the ground to
support yourselves 7—Oh ! yes, by buying seme meal ; but never without
that.

28576. Now that the land has been taken from you, you have just the
one-fourth of an acre on whick to grow potatoes +—Yes,

28577. You have no corn, and no horse or cow or sheep '—No,

28578. Are you as comfortable as you were before t—No, far from
that ; but T might be worse than I am. :

28579, Do you get regular work from Mr Pirie?-I daresay I will
get that if T like, but I am glad he is here; there are things he is not
aware of. I went to work two years ago in the garden for the manager,
and T continued there for about a month. For the days I wrought I
was paid sizteen shillings. Next month T worked out more—I had more
days—and, before I was paid, the Fast Day in connection with the.
Established Church came round and T went to the garden and com.
menced to work, not heing aware that it was the Fast Day. The
manager came into the garden where I was, but never said I was doing
wrong or doing little. He was quite agreeable all the time I had been
working there, but he came in and said ‘This will not do.” *What is
wrong?’ I said. Do you know this is the Fast Day?’ It is singular)
sald I, “that would be unknown to me’ ‘It is,’ says he. ‘Where?
gays L  ‘In the church,’ says he, ‘up there.’ fThat is in the parish,
says I. ‘Yes’ says he. “Yes says I; ‘but the day we parted with the
¢ Established Chuarch we parted with it and all its ceremonies,” I said,—~
‘I am not going to quarrel with you over my work ; do your work when
‘you like." “Noue will be working here to-day’ he said. I then went
home and commenced my own work. The same day he had to go to the
hill himself and look about the marches with the factor, pretending he
was going to church and he was not there. In the course of a few
days after that the pay day came round, and when I was paid I took the
money given to me and went away, and on looking at the amount of
money I found T was two shillings in the week less. Next day when
we met he asked me how much money I had got. I took my pass-book
oub of my pocket and told him the number of days and the amount of
money I had received marked at the end. He said, ‘That is it." I said
*are you going to give me more?® ¢ No,” he said, I said, ‘ You reduced
me two shillings a week ; and he said, * That will be your wages,” I said
‘Why did you not tell me before?’

28580. Are you sure that Mr Pirie authorised that?—I am sure he
never heard of it until now. The manager then came round and gave me.
a lot of curses, and said, ¢ I don't care whether you be willing or not.” I
* am not willing,’ says I, ‘and keep your swearing to yourself ; keep your:
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‘mouth clean as a Christian speaking to ancther;' and I went off and left
him there. One day I had a piece of work I had not finished, and I went
and finished it, and left him and did not work any more till T was ealled
last year, and when I was called I did not give him an answer This year
I was called again to work in the garden, and I would be paid for it.
When pay time came up he paid me according to the rule, at the rate of
sixteen shillings.

28581, It comes to this, that your wages are not satisfactorily paid to
you for the work you do$—TI would take more if I could get it.

28582. What are the general wages paid7—T ecannot tell you that
exactly. :

28583, Is it sixteen, or seventeen, or eighteen shillings a week —Some
of them get that.

28384, Do they constantly get work ]—Yes, when the weather permits,
gince Mr Pirie got the place.

28585, What do they do for milk +—Buy it from Mr Pire.

28586. Do you get a constant and satisfactory supply I—Yes, when it
will be.

28687. Are there times when there iz no milk +—VYes, likely ; when it
will be, they will get it.

28588, Are you allowed to keep hens +—For that I was not caring; T
don’t care much about hens,

28589, Are you allowed to keep hens 1T am not very su

28590, Is anybody forbidden to keep hens—Yes, they were.

28691, Are they 1T cannot say about that just now.

28592, Why were they forbidden #—Becanse they had too many, and
they were destroying the fields. I bad ome at that time, and 1 shink ap
the present time that one is still about the house.

28593. But on the whole your present condition is not so satisfactory
as it was before 1 No; but it might be worse, of course for all we do Mr
Pirie pays us. When we were giving over the sheep and crop and stock,
I asked the gamekeeper what reduction we were to get for the rent, and
said that surely the half year’s rent would be reduced. He said, ‘You are
perfectly right, and I will write about it ;” but it came round af the end
that we had the whole half year's rent gratis by Mr Pirle's orders.

28594, What do you pay for your houses and ground -Just now for
the site of the houses which belong to myself, and for the piece of
potatees and liberty to eut peats, we pay twelve shillings a year.

28595, L that the rate all the people are charged +—1 think so.

28596. Do you consider that much or little +—It is rather too much,
I consider; it is rather too little in a way ; but it is high enough for the
way we have it.

28597, The Chairman.—Did you build your house yourseli?—Yes;
along with my father.

98598. Have there been any new houses built by Mr Pirie +—0h; yes,
a great many.

98599. What does he charge for the new houses?—I cannot say;
there is none of them ocenpied by the tenants.

98600, Are all the people living on the ground still that helong to the
estate, or have some of them gone away?—No; they are not all living
there, a good few of them died a few years ago, old people. Some of
the young people went away to New Zealand, Australia, Africa, and
Tndis.

-

28601. What became of the houses of those who went away 7—1 don't
know. Iam not aware of any family that went away altogether, except
one man who left about sixteen years ago for New Zealand with his whole
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family. Hishonse was given to some person down from the strath. We
wanted it from the factor, but he would not give it fo us.

28602, You say that no family went away leaving their house hehind
them +—One family sixteen years ago.

28603, Did that family get compensation for the house 3-—No, nor for
the improvement of land.

95604, That was before Mr Pirie’s tima !—TLong before.

98603, Skempf Nicolson.—Was the land bearing hay at the time you
had it %—7Yes I was keeping under hay the most part of my lot.

28606, Had you any rotation of erofts ¢—dJust a fourth part of it.

28607. Every year you changed it #—Yes, but the last year I took it all
except the fourth part of the larger lot. -

38608. Arc there any old people on the place who are unable to work
now —Yes.

28609. And who have no other means of living —About their means
I cannot say, but I believe some of them have nio means,

28610. And they have only that bit of ground to live upon?—7Yes,
There are some on the estate whe bave no ground at all, but they were
not in the books of the proprictor,

28611, My Fraser-Mackintosh.—Are there any people from Leckmelm
on the poors’ roll 7—I know there were, but I don’t know whatever there
ate any now, I think there are two still,

28612. Have you any security that you won’t be turned outf of your
house next year —XNot the least, and never had; that is what keeps
things in the position they are. We are dependent on the good-will of
the proprietor.

28613. Leckmelm is very good ground —Part of it

28614, Were you living helow the road !-—Most of my land was below
the road, but when we built the house, about 1849, the road was made
through the place and we never got anything for that.

28615. Did you build any dykes?—Yes; all the dykes were build
about it and still are. Some of them were rubbishy built as they were in
a hurry to get the stones cut of the field, and they were building them
without using & hammer.,

28616. I saw a goodish dyke ab the roadside. 'Was it you who put it
up I put up part of it.

28617, Did you get value for that —No, not a penny, I built a dyke
on both sides of the road so long as I had to do with it

28618. You kept the dyke a little back from the road ~—Close to the
side borders; we were willing to save as much of the land as we could.

28619, Sir Kenneth Mackenzie—How long have the two or threo
paupers you know been on the roll %—I am not sure,

28620, Were they on the roll when Mr Pirie bought the property?t—No.

285621, They have come on since then ?—I think so. The man is not
able to work and had not much stock to give over at the time of the

valuation. He was lame, o

Arrxanper Georee Pirig, Projrietor of Leckmelm (47)—examined.

28622, The Chairman.—Have you any statement which you wish
to read #—1I have a written statement which T should like to read —
¢ The estate of Leckmelm was purchased by me in 1879. The object in
‘ view was to make it residential for about half the year. Tt had not
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‘been so previously, The extent of arable ground is about ome  ROSS

‘hundred acres, the rest! being moorland and plantations. The | ——

¢arable was partly cropped as 2 small farm and partly occupied JI‘TI"
‘ by crofters, to the number of about fifteen; these subsisted on the Ajexanler
“produce of the small crofts, and such fishing as fell in their way. George Piric.
¢ Half-a-dozen cottars also resided on the estate. After the purchase
‘I was requestcd by some of the people to provide work to enable
fthe population to eke out their means, as of late years little of
*that liad come in their way. After consideration I found, that
‘the only means of providing work was by taking the whole land
“into my own hands, making it into a howe farm, and sinking
in the soil more money than at first ever thought of. The limited
“area of the arable ground, and the limited number of the crofter
* population enabled this to he done, much to the benefit of the land
“and of the population. The change created a great outery among
‘ outeide agitators, though not so much among the people chiefly
¢ interested. These last would doubtless have preferred both crofts
¢ and permanent work and wages; but as this was impracticable, in
‘ consequence of the limited extent of the ground, most of them
‘soon saw the impossibility of having both, and realised the benefits
¢ likely to acerue to them from ihe change. 1 carried cut my views
“in deflance of the outside agitation, and, in place of small crofts
* of partially worn out land, the people are now in receipt of regular
“work and wages, with their eottages and potato gardens at a
‘ nominal rent, and they have the same opportunities of fishing as
‘ before. The old smount of rent paid in lots by the crofters was
“about £90 a year. The amount of wages they and their families now
‘ receive for work done exceeds £800 a year, which is far in excess
‘of any profits possible from the crofts they held, even on the wmost
¢ liberal computation. They are employed at farm work, at garden
¢ work, at plantation work, as gillies or as yachtsmen. As a proof
¢ of the improvement in their civcamstances, the population on Leckmelm
‘ required no outside help during the past winter, while so many
“jn the Loch Broom district around were raising the ery of desti-
*tution. It may be of some practical importance if a few details
‘are given, showing what has been done at Leckmelm by treating
‘worn out or partially worn out land in a proper manner, and
* what therefore could be done elsswhere. Much has been said by
¢ the deputations on the west coast as to the state of destitution
‘ having been caused by the land being in a worn out state, and
‘not capable of producing much more than, if as much as, the
*geed put in, and the only cure proposed by them is fo grant the
¢ tenants larger holdings. Ilow larger holdings of soil, incapable of
‘ gven returning the seed put in, can benefit any one, passes comprehen-
“gion. Such an increased holding would only cause increased work,
¢ without giving increased return, The question of putting the present
‘ holdings intos more satisfactory state of jiroduction by enlightened
*and scientific treatment is one of a more feasible character, Doubt-
“less therc would be many difficulties to be overcome in fconsequence
‘of very small and divided plots, of old habits, and of the dislike
‘to adopt new ones, nataral to a people who have lived very
‘much apart from the world; bu} a few facts based on practice
*may have some tangible bearing on the question, and may show
* what might be done, provided the inherent difficulties could be
t gvercome. [t may be assumed, that so-called worn out land means
fland where the soil is deficient of certain ingredients necessary to
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¢ the particular kind of plant sown; and that these ingredients are
¢ wanting in consequence of their having been absorbed by successive
¢ crops, and of their not having been returned fo the ground in some
¢ shape or other, such as in proper manure. On taking the land at
¢ Leckmelm into my own hands I found much of it worn out or nearly
¢ 30. That is to say the crops were poor and diminutive, On inquiry
¢ T found that it had been cropped for a lengthened period, while the
¢ chief or only manure had been sea-ware. This sea-ware is deficient in
¢ some of the ingredients necessary to plant life, while it holds others in
texcess. The conseqmence, which would naturally be looked for in a
¢ goil largely manured by it, would be an ample supply of the ingredients
¢ which sea-ware possesses in excess, and a want of those in which it is
¢ deficient. A small area of land was treated as a testing ground. No
¢ manuve was given to it. Grain wag sown in one pateh and peas in
* another, both patches being contiguous, The erop of grain was practi-
¢ cally nil, while that of the peas was good. It is known that grain re-
¢ quires an ingredient in which sea-ware iz deficient, and in which the
¢ soil, as 1 have explained, would therefore also be deficient ; while peas, on
¢ the contrary, require an ingredient largely supplied by sea-ware, which
¢ the soil in consequence keld largely. So practice and theory were here
¢ at one, and gave me the clue for future working. UponthisT acted and
¢ with good vesults. The system of renovating the land has now been
“ three years at work, and at the end of another three years I hope to find
‘ the whole ground in good heart and capable of producing good crops.
* The eost of renovating the land amonnts, irrespective of draining, to
“about £3 per acre per annum. This may seem a large sum, and it
‘ might be difficult to get West Highland erofters to bury ready money
¢ to this extent; but, though I cannot consider farming in the west of
¢ Beotland a very lucrative concern, I can say, from the short experience 1
* have had, that the amounts spent in manures and soil ingredients have
¢ been well expended, for the crops each year in excess over those attain-
¢ able on the unmanured ground more than repay the value of the manures
‘used for renovation. As a proof of this T ean quote 2 crop of twenty-
¢ two tons of turnips per acre after treatment—and besides this the man-
¢ urial treatment leaves the land each year in an improved state ; that is
‘in one more capable of yielding permanently good results. In other
* words a judicions and full treatment spread over six years will, I believe,
‘ renovate the land ; while the annual cutlay during these years will be
* recouped cach year by the excess of crops consequent on this cutlay.’
There are one or two remarks made by Mr MMillan as to what are
called the Leckmelm evietions, but I dor't think it is necessary to go in-
to that, because every crofter who was on the estate of Leckmelm is there
still with one exception, and that one I evicted for reasons which I am
guite prepared to state, but which for the man's sake I wounld rather not
state. I think it better to say as little as possible. There is one point
utpon which there was a good deal sail about that case; I was informed
by the newspapers that | turned the man out in a starving state with
his wife and family into the streets. As it turns out, T happened to
know at the time that he was pretty well-off, but I had no notion he was so
well-off a3 | have ascertained he was. T have aletter in my pocket showing
that be was in treaty for a farm from Dundonnel abt £30 a year, and was
prepared to take over stock to the extent of £400 or £500. Mr Mackenzie
of Dundonnel seems to have known as much as I did, and declined to ac-
cept the man as tenant. The fact of his offer, however, showed that he
wasin very flounrishing circumstances.

28623. I think there was a question asked at the last person who was
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here as to whether there were any new houses built for the peoplet— ROSS
There are only two houses in which two people are living, One is -
occupied by the shepherd who was on the estate before ; he occupies his U LiFedk
house rent free. It is practically a new house, for though it was the old  Ajerander
shooting-lodge, I kad to take it down and practically rebuild it. The George Firie.
other house was let to an old crofier, or the son of an old crofter. Heo is

a yachtsman, and gets £1 in summer and fifteen shillings a week in win-

ter, and I charge him oue shilling a week for rent.  As to milk, the popu-

laticn before T took the estate had some cows which were supposed to

give milk ; they gave but a small quantity. When T tock everything

from them I thought it but proper that I should mske arrangements by

which I could supply them with milk, T bave fifteen cows from which

I supply my own house with milk and butter, and in addition I supply

the whole of the erofters, I believe I also sell from thirty o Hifty

pounds’ worth at Ullspool after supplying the crofiers with all they re-

quire. 1 don’t think [ have any other remarks that 1 wish to make; buk

your Lordship and the cther Commissioners may wish to put some ques.

tions to me which I shall be glad to answen

28624. I understood you to say that in taking the arable ground of
this small estate into your own hands your principal object was to afford
the people profitable work —Yes. I would have had no objection to
have the crofters if T could have had ground enough for myself and also
have been able to give them work. But the estate is small and I had no
opportunity of doing so.

28625. I would just ask you whether you consider it pessible, or wonld
have considered it possible, to employ the crofters in improving their own
holdings and kouses, charging them interest on ths outlay ineurred in
that manner—1 don't think it would have been practicable, I never
could have got the ground into the working state it is in now. The
ground was broken up inte long narrow stripes and it could not have been
ploughed or farmed properly. The first thing T had to do was to take
down from one-half to two-thirds of the dykes, and form reasonable fields
which could be properly worked.

28626. About remodelling the heldings of the erofters, would not it
have been possible to have kept them and to have placed each of them
in possession of a small holding of a proper shape !—1I could have made
the whole estate into 2 co-operative farm, I suppose; but in that case I
should never have bought it, becaunse there would have been no possibil-
ity of coming here and providing myself with produce, and also to have
continued the crofters. As it is at present the amount of arable ground
is too small for me to work profitably. With the staff of horses I have I
could work other thirty or forty acres with great comfort and more profit,

28627. Are the tenants of the old houses which still remain gradually
dying out and departing. Is their number reduced 7—I should think
there are a great many more people on the estate now than there were.
I give employment to perhaps a father and two sons. For instance, there
was a lad who was coming forward to give evidence just now—I suppose
he has lefi—I don’t know whether his father is employed, but I know
his brother, who was an ex-policeman, came down here when work wae to
be got and for two or threc years these young men received about £80 a
year from me between them. These two could not possibly have worked
on the croft along with their father.

28628. Would it have been possible, with a farm of considerable extent
in your own hands, to have allowed the crofters to retain as much land
as would have supplied each family with s cowf—But I have not the
land ; there is not room. I should only have been too happy to have
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done that if T had had the room, It is not as if T had a large estate, or
ene on which there could be land broughtin, The estate might have been
left as it was and turned into a sheep-farn with a non-resident proprieter,
If the proprietor is fo live upon the estate it is not practicable to work it
in the way suggested, unless he means simply to go down for a month or
so in August. [ shall permanently require on the estate more people than
there were of crofters, but, of course, the question is whether they will
choose to accept the work. There is plenty of work going on just now,
but they like to work as it pleases them. A year or two ago I had to
bring a man from the east coast. I wanted a man to take a particular
sitzation on the farm. I only knew of two men who could take it. I
offered # to one of them, as I would have much preferred taking one of
the people on the place. The wage I offered was soventeen shillings a
week and a free house, but the man declined the place becanse he wished
to work when it pleased him. T then offered it to the other, but he said
he would not clean a cow on the Sabbath, and I theught animals required
to be cleaned as well as fed.

28629, My Fraser-Mackintosh.—Ave you quite satisfied with all you
have done '—Perfectly.

28630. Do you think the reducing of the crofters from the status of
crofters to labourers dependent upon you is for their benefit +—Certainly,
because I think a man who is able to work and make his own livelihcod
is in a far nobler position than a crofter who every five or six years has to
go and cry out ‘I am destitute and want help.’

28631. There is no question you have taken away everything from
them except the house and a quarter of an acre of land +—None what-
ever. At the same time, I am not objecting to the erofter system if it is
worked properly and if it is snitable for the estate. I am only speaking for
mysclf, and I am satisfied with what I have done on my estate ; there was
nothing else that could have been done practically.

28633, Will those people who have Deen reduced {rom the posifion of
crotiers ever be satisfied with their lot now 1 don't see why they should
not. T have not the slightest reason to think they are not.

28633. You think they are?—DPerfectly, they aro in a far hetter
condition financially, and, I believe, physically, than they were before.

28634. You heard, did you not, the examination of the only person
from your etsate —Yes.

28635. Did he express the opinion you do now +—Not altogether, for this
reason that under the old regimé, before I bought the estate, he held a double
croft. He was farm manager and worked for Mr Davidson on the farm,
and I suppose was chief lord and king there ; and naturally, now that he
is no longer the chief man, he does not like it.

28636. I presume these people did not want to give up their lands $—
Certainly not, if they eould have got work and wages besides,

28637. They did not give them up voluntarily +—Certainly not, because
they expected work and wages as well as the land,

28638. You say the land was taken from them against their will—thenf
go far as the crofters and their lands are concerned, with regard to yoursl:
may it not be sald that it was a case of vend, vidi, evici 7—Of course.

28639. Sheriff Nicolson.—Do you rteally think a man is. in a nobler
position who is working for day’s wages to another, than a man who
has a bit of land on which, if he is industrious, he feels that he occupics
& position of some little importance in the country, and holds up hig
head with a little more dignity +-If he is in the position of a-small farmer
who can tide over bad times, I quite agree with you; but if he has a
small bit of ground and requires to appeal to the south for help, I think
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he is living on charity, which I think has a bad effeet on the moral ROSS
character. T
28640. Did you, in fact, find all the peopls in the coudition of being Urraroor,
unable to support thernselves in a creditable manner?—I will not say
that they were not able to support themselves in a ereditable manner, but GAI‘*“{’,':I?"
T say they are in a far betier position now, and are far better off than they eorge Litle.
ever were before.
28641, I think it is quite possible their physical condition may be im-
proved, but T only speak of it as a matter of dignity and status1—Tt is a
matter of sentiment, and I can quite understand the feeling of sentiment.
I happen to come from the east coast, where that sentiment is not quite
so extreme. L don’t see it in the light of sentiment when it is a guestion
of subsistence,
28642. Are there any oll people who are unable to work —Yes, there
is one. I was not aware there were four people on the poors’ roll, whiclt
there secems to be, and who, the roll shows, wers there before I came,
but I know one old man who gets something from the peors’ roll, and he
gets scmething from me now and then, He exists really, and that is all.
28643. You must recognise that that is a very sad thing for a man who
formerly kept several cows 1—1 think he was quite incapable of that. He
had an acre and a half which he was unable to farm, and his wife is dead
and he has no relatives.
28644. What is his name 7—Black Donald.
28645. There is an old man of the name of MacLeod ; is not he in that
position }—My impression was that there was only one man on the pro-
perty who really has no relatives to depend upon and nobody to look to
bim.
28646. In the case of a man who falls into that position, I suppose
when he dies his house will just be swept away +—Well, there have been
one or two swept away, because they were inclined to sweep themselves
away. When the shepherd and his father went into the new house, their
house being rather better than others, a family removed into their old
house. The worst houses arc always taken down as any change is
made.
28647. Do you propose by-and-bye to remove the people from the
present houses to a barrack 7—That is my idea. It may or may not be a
barrack. 1t is a castle in the air in the meantime, and may or may not
come about,
28648. But that was the idea in building the place 7—Yes.
28649. That the people should all live together?—In one block of
buildings, 80 many cottages entering from the outside and so many from
the inside, but the houses being perfectly separate otherwise, In spend-
ing the money, I have laid if out with that view, but whether that may
come ahout i another question.
28650. I presume the people would prefer to remain in their houses
in the meantime ?—The first idea on going to a new house is that it is very
bare and clean and disagreeable, but six month’s ocenpation alters all that.
28651, The Chairman—What is the pature of this common lodging
you project I—Simply a block of eight cottages in fwo rows, one storey
below and one above, making sixteen houses in all,
28652, With separate doors for each family }—Yes, an entirely separate
entrance for each.
28553, With Jots of ground +—Well, the ground cannot be exactly at the
cottage. It will have to be about a hundred yards away ; the ground will
not adjoin the cottages.
28654. What is the object of consolidating the dwellings of the labour-
6 A
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ing people t—First, because I want the place as a residence for myself in
the meantime, and, secondly, hecause it is & more economical way to build.

28655. How many would their be in each block +—There are two rows,’
and six in each row, and two at the end. Of course it is simply carrying
out the principle thet I have seen adopted in country districts on the east
coast of Scotland ; on a farm with which I am connected there are a great
many on the same principle,

28656. Isit not more common to make a block of two dwellings I—Two
or four ; there are generally foar, I think.

28657, Sheriff Nicolson.—Is there a store on the property for the
supply of goods i—There has been a shop and there is a shop. The owner
of the shop came to grief ; he became bankrupt, and his father and brother
are taking it over.

28658, Isitintended for the use of your work people #—1I have nothinz
to do with it. It is entirely for the croiters to choose whether they will
purchase there or not.

28659, Professor Mackinnon.—1 think you stated, as one of the
reasons for converting this crofting population into a labouring popula-
tion, that it was to prevent periodic destitution amongst the people?—
No, I did not say to prevent that, because I did not at that time
know of the periodic destitution ; I had not the experience of this last
winter.

28660. T did not take down the statement, but if I remember you
mentioned in your evidence that there was periodic destitution in the
district every four or five years7—I mentioned it as a fact. I said that I
thought it a moré noble position for a man to earn his daily breald by
Izbour, rather than o farm a piece of ground on which he could not exist.

28661, Have you found that these people have had to apply to the public
for charity every four or five years +—1I caunot say.

28662. I understand you to say that »—No¢ ; my explanation was that
T had no opportunity of giving them work without taking the land into
my own hands.

28663. Yon stated that one of them was worth £400 or £500 —The
ene who was put out.

28664, The {man who was cxamined a little ago seems a substantial
man I believe he is ; but he knows best himself,

28665. So that it would appear that these people were rather prosper-
ous —Yes, but I think these two had much the largest stock.

£253666. You gaveusa general opinion with respect to the population on
the west coast, and said ‘ How larger holdings of soil, incapable of even
¢ returning the seed put in, can benefit any one passes comprehension -
That, of course, I take from the public newspapers.

28667, Have not you found yourself that it was necessary to enlarge
these holdings in order to improve them-—to put them under one manage-
ment ?—I have put the whole property into one,

28668, In order to improve 1t9—VYes.

28669. And don't you think those people on the west coast, if they
could manage to consolidate a eroft would do the same —Not unless they
put manure into it ; you have no chance of getting a west Highland crofter
to manure his land as I have done.

28670. What portion of the west Highlands are you best acquainted
with —I don’t know them except from going along the coast and from
travelling through the west Highlands. I know nothing of the Highlands
practically, as Mr Fowler does. :

23671. Would you be surprised to find three or four acre crofts with

crops to beat the large farmers in the district +—VYes, as I am speaking from’
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the evidence which has been given o the Commission of the state of matters  ROSS.
which has necessitated this Commission. —
28672, These people ask for larger holdings in arder to make them hetter UI‘I‘io_OL'
which is the very thing you have done yourself ?—1I have no ohjection 10  Alexander
give them larger holdings. I think it is an admirable system ; but T say George Pirie.
that is of no use unless they improve the lands.
28673. It is for that purpose they want the land 7—Then why don't they
improve their small holdings ?
28674, This was stated in your paper as a reason for not giving them
Iarger holdings 7—The latter part of my paper was to show what I have done
and what the land can produce when properly worked. It has nothing to
do with the question of crofters at all,
28678. But you are not aware if any west Highland crofts are worked
with advantage +—No ; but I have no great experience.
48676. And you don’t think if the crofts were made larger they would
be made better i—Most decidedly, if you doubled the croft and the people
worked it properly.
28677, Bat don’t you think it would be more easy for them to work
the croft properly if it was doubled ?—No; I can't say that,
23678, If it was trebled +—XNob even trebled, an ordinary croft. 1
mean that if you have a croft of three acres and put in a certain propor-
tion of seed, and that croft gives out aboub the same quantity of seed as
was put on, I don't see how a crofter can be benefited but the opposite by
having three times the amount of land. He gels nothing more out of the
lund and he has three times the work
28679. Don't you think he could clear away the dykes and straighten
the banks and work a shift rotation as you are doing—if he had a larger
area I—Not unless he manured it properly.
28680, Could not he manure it properly too?—Yes, if you teach him
how to do it.
28681, That is whab the erefters say they could do, if they had =
larger area —1I don’t know that.

ArexarpEr MackEszE (42) assisted by Artaw Macxexziv (78),

Letters—examined.
28682, The Chairman.—{To Alezander Mackenzie]—What are you? ﬁl:fﬁni‘:
—1T take charge of & yacht for Mr Morrison. and
28683. Where is your residence +—Letters. Allan

98684. Have you and your co-delegate crofts 7—No. Allan Mackenzie Mackenzie.
—1 had a creft but it was taken from me fiffeen years ago.

98685. Were you elected a delegate I—[Alerander Mackenzie]—1 was
chosen as a delogate, but Allan Mackenzie appears for himself.

28686. Are you acquainted with the condition of Letters 7—1 am pretty
well acquainted ; I have been there since I was a boy.

28687. What complaint have you to make at Letters >—They have the
same grievances as the people of elsewhers, but they are not altogether ill
pleased with their landlord for all that.

28688, Who is the landlord 7—Mr Cameron, the parich minister.

28689, What is your complaint if you have any #—They are particularly
complaining of the extent of their land, It is about twenty-eight yards
in breadth at the foot of the croft in some of them ; in others it is broader
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tban that. It is very difficult to work the land. They have to carry all
on their backs, their manure and everything else,

28690. Caun the minister make your crofts any wider =—There is a piece
of ground on the upper end which they had before, and which might be
added to the crofts. At that place there were four lots formerly.

28601, When was it taken away?—I am not quite sure ; i} is a good
many years age. Some of the people went to Ameriea,

28692, Iid the minister taks the land into his own hands’—
He did.

28693. Do they pay their rents regularly to the minister?—Some of
them do not pay rent at all ; they cannot.

28694, But do all those pay rent that ean I—I think so.

28695, Is the minister an indulgent proprietor #—He is very kind to
them in some things. Some of the rents were raised when the election
for the School Doard was impending, in order to entitle the occupants to
votes,

28696, But if the rents are not paid it does not much matter whether
they are raised or not%—But they are afraid that the person who comes
after may be more severe, and that if they don't pay they will be turned
out.

28697. Sir Kenneth Macken=ie.—Have you any other complaints I
don’t know of any other great complaint that they have, except that they
eoald wish the proprietor to allow them to keep some sheep.

28698, Have they any sheep 1—XNo.

28699, [To Allan Mackenzie.|—What do you complain of I—My com-
plaint is that I was deprived of my land fifteen years ago. We were left
for twelve years in & bothy into which the sea came and destroyed every-
thing. About thres years ago the minister gave us another house. T
held a croft formerly under his predecessor, Dr Ross, and I kept some
sheep, and the present minister complained that I had those sheep. He
had forbidden our having sheep. I suppose it was on account of that
that ke tock my land from me, T was not in arrears.

28700. Would you not have been better off if you had given up the
sheep and had kept the land {—T had always been accustomed to sheep,
and did not like to part with them.

Rev, Wirriay Cauerow, Established Church Minister of Lochbroom
(80)—cxamined.

28701, The Chairman.—Do you desire to make any remarks on what
has been stated by the two last witnesses ?--I have to remark with regard
to the young man who spoke, Captain Mackenzie, that he is a son of &
crofter.  The same man has another son.  Both the sous are yachtsmen,
Alexander Mackenzie has been for many years yachtsman to Mr Morrison,
and has been receiving handsome wages. His father is immensely in.
arrears to me, and Alexander Mackenzie has never contributed a single
sixpenee to his father’s rent. He had nothing to do with the land. He
erected a house upon his father’s croft without my permission, and there
he lives. The other son put up a house adjoining his father’s house. He
has no land either, but he is in constant employment. Both of them are
exceedingly well off, and the father is a poor man, With regard to Allan
Mackenzie, he told you that he was turned off his lands, but he forgos

. to tell you why, Doth be and a neighbour of his were people of some
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substance in money. They lad grown-up families beside them and were  Rogg,
able to work their land more efficiently than some of the peopie; and not R
only sn, but they kept heavy stocks of sheep upon the land—more sheep TUiraroor.
than the land could possibly carry. I objected to the sheep altogetherp "o,
for this reason—that the hill ground which they had was too limited even e&mcr;nmm
for their cattle, the other tenants had, I believe, no sheep. They have a ’
few now, back and forward, but these two men to whom I refer had, I

am pretty sure, upwards of 300 sheep between them—a number of sheep

that was too large for the ground on which they were. T remonstrated

with them year after year on the subject of reducing their stock and re-
moving it, but all to ne purpose or effect. At last I summoned them to

see if that would bring them to terms. I had no wish to remove them,

bat I summoned them lLoth, and then they promised that they would re-

move their stocks, or reduce them at all events. But still, instead of re-
ducing them I rather think they increased them. They were allowed to

go on in this way for a year or two more, and I saw how the other ten-

ants were suffering ; the grass of their cattle being completely destroyed

and eaten up by the sheep of these two people, who gave their fellows no
compensation or recompense. [ summoned them again to see if T conld

bring them to terms. The officer, on going with the summmons, was met

by a large crowd made up of the families of these men and some of their
neighbours, who took possession of the oflicer’s papers and tore them up
lefore him. The officer had nothing for it but to return and to report

that lie had been deforced. 'The authorities at Dingwall took up the
matiter and seat a party of men, who took the offenders to Dingwall ; but

I had nothing to do with that. The men were confined a few days in
Dingwall jail, I could not keep my face to this kind of lawlessness, and

told these men that both of them must go out; and out they went. Butb

they tock their own time. Allan Mackenzie kept violent possession of

his lot for several years, From the first time of the summons, I under-

stood 1 was entitled to charge doubls rent when he continued to retain

hig lot and he got notice of that, but still he never paid a single penny.

I rather think he did not pay even the old rent; I think there was a
balance against him. After this affair of the officer from Dingwall, I
summoned the two men to the court for their arrears of remt. They
appeared there and both of them solemnly deelared before the Sheriff

that they had not a single penny of arrears due. I saw that I could not

keep my face with them any longer, and I insisted on their removing and

they did remove.  Allan Mackenzie, and the other man too, have been do-

ing o good deal in the way of droving, and it is not with an empty hand

a man can drove in this country. They were making a good deal of
money uo doubt in that way. Allan Mackenzie, after he removed to this
submarine house of his, still carried on his own affairs, and was acting as

a flesher. Notwithstanding that, I believe ever since that day he has

had two cows on the place and a number of sheep. He has and always

has had sheep on the place ; but the number I don’t know. I believe at

this present moment that a man who pays not cne penny of rent hes two

cows on the place.

98702. Would you desirc to meke any general statement upon the
subjects which interest this Commission #—I think that Mr Fowler of
Braemore has anticipated any remark I would have wished to make on
the subject, I heard what Mr Fowler stated, but I could not hear what
some of the other witnesges said, I would be inclized te endorse almost
all Mr Fowicr said. The people’s crofts are small, but I believe, small
a3 they are, the population being a fishing population, find it difficult to
manage even those small erofts. They cannot work at them in winter on
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account of the weather, and they are generally employed then preparing
nets for fishing. Then spring comes on and they have the whole work
of the lot to do in a few weeks in order to get it forward so as to enable

Rev. William them to go to the fishing. They labour bard then,no doubt. They go

{aimeron,

to the Lewis fishing in the early part of spring when they have got their
land sorted and sown and their peats cut. Then they leave the whole
wark of the lots to the members of the family who ave left behind, their
wives and children. Their lots are small, but if they continue to be
fishermen as well as landsmen, I don’t know that it would be a great:
advantage to them to have much Jarger lots. I should like to see them
comfortable, but I don't think it would be an advantage to them to have
a very large lot, and for this reason—if they have a very large lot, they
require more hands and more time to work it, and the hest part of the
fishing season is past before they can engage in fishing. But if it can be
arranged that they could get throughout the parish nice sized farms so a3
to make them a kind of middlemen, I think that would be desirable;
because there is a great gulf betwixt the higher and lower classes. If

" there were farms, T shonld say, of not less than fifty acres, with a consider-

able stretch of hill ground attached, I think they would be able to keep
their family comfortably. Buf then they would bave o confine them-
selves to the land.  They would have work for a pair of good strong little
horses.  With less land than that I don’t see they could support & family
and be able to send their sons to trades. I would like to see a gradation
of classes,—small tenants, middle tenants, and large tenants, and shooting
tenants besides. It was remarked by Alexander Mackenzie just now that
there were lands that could be given to the tenants. I don’t see where
these lands are. The lands that Allan Mackenzie and the other man had
1 have divided and made into smaB Tats. There were several young men
whe got married and who were hanging about their fathers’ houses, and I
thought it was much better that they should have something of their own,
however small, than be hanging about that way, and I divided the lands
for them. I would like to give them more Tand, but I eannot give themn
what I do not possess. I am trying to make the best of it in that way.
Alezander Mackenzie said there was some land of people who went to
Ameriea. There were three families went to America a good many years
ago, and I was exceedingly sorry to part with them ; but it was a matter
of necessity with some of them. They had to labour and were not able
to save their families. They had relations in America who were in very
eomfortable circumstances, and their relations induced them to go to
Ameriea, and they did, and upon the whole they were, some of them, in
rather comfortable circumstances. But there was one family, a young
married man, who bad for a long time to support his father and mother,
and his family was increasing and he saw he could net manage at all.
He was corresponding with his brother who told him there was a lot of
lan1 waiting him in America if he would only go out. The young man
saw he ¢ould not manage at home, and engaged his passage for Quebec or
Mentreal.  He engaged his passage before he went to the fishing—he had:
a share of & hoat—and when he came back he found that he conld nat
manage after all to gn, and that he would forfeit something like £5 which
was o greal consideration for the poor fellow. I saw him and he told me
this, T said—*Don’t lose heart, but after you have made such prepara-
¢ tiop, wind up your affairs and let me know how matters stand.”  He did
8o, and after all he found that he would be a few pounds short. T said—
: Loor fel}ow, I can’t sea you ata loss; go on with your arrangements and

T will give you whet shall enable you to go away.” I gave him what he
wanted, £3, and said ‘you had better take this £1 over; I am sare you
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¢ will stand in need of it He would not take a penny more. Hesaid  ROSS.
he thought he would have what would do. He was about £12 or £15
in arrears at that time ; but that was nothing at alL ULLarooL.
28703. Who got the lands which those people rented +—This ground Rey. William
I have got in my own hands, as it adjoins ground in my own possession ; Cameron.
but there are two tenants yet. With regard to this poor fellow, [ may
menticn that when he got to Glasgow he ran short; he had only
two shillings when he went on beard ship. He wrote me twwo lines
saying he wished I was there. He got on with his family, but T fortun-
ately took the precaution to give him a letter to the Emigration Society. I
did net know who they were, but T gave him that letter simply stating
that he was a decent good fellow, very poor, and that I was afraid he
would land in poverty in America, and that if he called attheir office
they might rely on what he stated. He did call at the office, He had
800 milesto go up the country, and they sent him forward and provisions
along with him,
28704. Did he do well after that+—He got on very well at first, but
the poor fellow was killed by a tree which he was cutting down.

Arexaxper Mataesow, Crofter, Ullapool (66)—examined.

28705, The Chairman—What statement have you to make?t—Our ..o
¢ bill pasture was valued by Robertson, Keanchulish, and M‘Martin, Leck- Matheson.
¢ melm, at £50, or 5s. percow. At that time fenars could keep any number
¢ of cows on the hill for 5a. each ; now they pay 5s for first and 10s. for
‘ every one above that number.  Strangers evicted from other places keep
¢ cows and sheep on the hill, and consequently feuar’s cattle are ill used,
¢ The hotel ground is walled in, and their cattle should graze in common
¢ with cthers, but the best part of the hill is kept for their use, and other
¢ cattle going there are worried by their dogs. Feuars are not allowed
¢ to keep sheep, all sheep on hill being those of strangers.’

28706. Mr Fraser-Muckintosh.—What other complaint have you got
besides what is in the paper #—The people coming in from other properties
ave troubling us by taking our hill pasture from us. There never was any
right to the Ullapool tenants to have sheep,

28707. Have vou applied to Mr Mackay, or the local factor about that
right 7—Mr Mackay and the factor and the chamberlain and bir Munro,
the local factor, put up a paper ordering the sheep to be removed, but that
has not been done.

28708. Have you anything else to say —We think we are charged too
much for the grazing of our cows. Formerly we paid five shillings and
now we have to pay ten shillings. We have only a litile hill and there
are too many cattle on it. There are ten horses on it. It is as much as
there is of it, if there is a square mile and a half.

28709, The Chairman.—Do the strangers who put their sheep on the
hill pay any rent +—Not for the sheep.

98710. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.-~1f you found any of these strange
sheep why did not you poind them #—That was never done; it is the
people in the town that these sheep belong te. There are no fences.

98711. Why is Ullapool such a deserted, poor-looking place +—DBecause
there is no land round about it for the people, and the fishing has not
gucceeded as it used to do,

[ApsotrNED.]
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POOLEWE, ROSS-SHIRE, FRIDAY, JULY 31, 1883.
Present —

Lord Narrer axp Ertricx, K. T., Chairman,
Donaip Caverox, Esy. of Lochicl, M.P,
C. Fraser-MackixTosu, Esq., ALP.

Sheriff Ni1corsox, LL.D.

Professor Macrrxxox, 34,

Avexaxper MaicerEGOR, Shipwright, Strath of Gairloch (35)—
examined.

28712, The Chairman.—Have you been chosen a delegate by the people
of Strath Gairloch 7—Yes,

28713. What kind of meeting was there of the tenants—how many
were present, and how were you elected 3—1 cannot tell the number pre-
sent, but 1 can tell the way in which the meeting was called.

28714, Relate that, if you plense +—The crofters of the Strath had a
preliminary meeting. I was not present at that meeting, but at the second
meeting I was present, and one of the members proposed my name as a
delezate to appear before your Lordship and the Commissioners,

28715, About how many people were present at the meeting at which
you were proposed and chosen —There might have been thirty or forty.

28716. How many of those may have been heads of families or tenants
paying rent !—I could not say how many ; but I can say that, so faras I
know, ouly thres people were present who wera not crofters themselves at
one time, or svns of crofters, The three exceptions were the chairman,
the Rev. Mr Mackenzie, Dr Robertson, and Mr Lamont the schoolmaster.

28717, So that there may have been twenty-five or twenty-six present
who were either occupiers paying rent or representing them 3—Yes.

28718, How many holdings or occupiers are there in the township?—
Maybe about fifty.

28719. You think that about balf the people were present, or their
representatives 7—I am not sure that helf the people were present ; they
were not at home to be present.

28720. Are the people away at the fishing just now +—It was during
the summer fching season. At present they are at the east coast fishing,

28721, Are you the son of a crofter or tenant ?—7T» 2,

28722, Is your father alive 1—Xo,

28723. Can you tell me why the people didn’t choose one of their own
number—a tenant cccupying land—to represent them %—1 cannot tell; I
never asked an explanation,

28724, You cannot imagine thaet they had any particular motive 2—T
don’t know any motive they might have unless that they thought I would
Jjust say what they wished. .

28725, Were thore any stravgers at the meeting advising the people,
or were their selection and their memorial a spontaneous expression of their
own feelings -—There were no strangers present.

28726. Have you a written statement to present?—It is hardly meant
as a statement, but it was meant to include the conclusions the mesting
came to:—‘The principal grievances of which the crofters complain are
* the smallness of their holdings, the insecure manaoer in which they are
* held, and that wnder the present estate regulations they cannot expect
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¢ any compensation for improvement, as they linit and restrict compensa-  ROSS,
‘ tion to such an extent that at the end of twenty years none whatever is -
¢ granted, a state of things which we consider to be entirely wrong, for we 1 COLEWE.
‘hold that the proprietor has no right to appropriate the value of the 1oz ..
¢ tenants improvements after the lapse of any number of years, The Lill Macgregor.
¢ pasture has nudergone a process of curtsiling to gratify the farmers on
¢ both sides without any reduction in the rent, but when a piece was taken
* off the farm of Shieldaig, held by the Marquis of Bristol, the rent was
* reduced according to valuation. Tresent rents ave too high, The town-
¢ ship of Strath paying, ideluding hill rent, estate labour, and rates, some-
¢ thing like £230, and if the estate labour was exacted according to estate
¢ regulation, the sum would be cousiderably higher. Estate labour should
‘ be entirely abolished. The sea-weed which grows without trouble to any
“ one is mostly in possession of large farmers who do not require what they
“have of it, and the crofters not being ellowed a sufficient quantity have
‘ to buy of them.’
28727, What is the name of the partivular township?—Strath of
Gairloch,
28728, What is the size of 8 complete croft I—About four acres.
28729. What is the stock—the summing—kept on the hill grazing1—1
wish to state now that so far as I knew it was not that I was able to give
the best information that they put me forward. Tle time was rather
short, and 1 have not the exact totals or the like of that, but I have no
doubt it is all made up in the manager’s statement. So far as I know the
summing is two cows and about sixteen sheep.
28730. Two cows with followers 2—7Yes, and sizteen or tweaty sheep.
28731. Any horses 1—Some of them keep horses, but very few.
28732, Is there any restriction with reference to the number of horses
. kepti—1I am not aware of any restriction.
28733. What is the usual rent of such a eroft1—The rents vary very
much—from £1 up o £6.
28734, For the same sort of croft%-—According to the value placed
upon them.
28735, According to the quality of the croft1—Yes.
28736, What can you say is the ordinary or average rent for a whole
croft capable of keeping this summing? What did your own father pay?
— My father occupied one of the dearest crofts in the Strath—number oue
croft in the Strath—it came to about £8 or £8.
28737. It may have been also oue of the best. What would you con-
sider the average rental for the average quality of eroft 7—1 did not think
of speaking of the average so far as I bhave found them. I should think
some of them are worth about £1 an aere—a few may be higher; that
would be about £4 a eroft—f{rom £4 to £3.
28738, Are there many of these whole crofts sabdivided, or are they all
held undivided 1—Very few are subdivided.
28739, When were the present rents fixed+—-I cannot give the exact
number of years ago; but there are two other delegates present from the
Strath older than I am, who ean give most of the information. -

AtrxaNpER Mackexzig, Crofter and Carpenter, Strath of Gairloch {(56)— .
examined.

98740, The (hairman.—We understand that the whole croft in Strath  Alexander
Gairloch is abont four acres, and the summing two cows and followers Muckenzie.
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and sizteen or twenty sheep. What is the general rent?--The avera:e
arez of arsble is from 31 to 4 acres; the summing is two cows and a
young beast, and about sixteen sheep.

23741, And what is the rent +—£3, 10s. to £5 would be the averags,
but it ranges from £1 to £6.

28742 What is the reason of the great diversity 11t is in consequence
of old and poor people being on some of the crofts, or owing to the differ-
ence in the soil I—I% iz the worst crofte that are cheapest. They were all
valued by z surveyor at the time the rents wers fixed,

28743. How long is it since the rents were fixed 7—The rents were fixed
in 1842 or 1343. 'When the present manager came about twenty yeurs
aga, the rents were slizhtly reduced ; some slightly raised and some slightly
reduced,

28744. The rents are substantially the same as they were forty-two or
forty-three years agni—Yes, the rent of the place is about what it was
forty years ago.

28745, During these forty years bas there been any reduction of the
hill pasture 7—No.

28746, Has there been any subdivision of the crofts?—There are a
foew in the Strath that have been subdivided since that time; I cannot
tell about the rest of the estate.

28747. How do people get money to pay the rent; is it fromn wages at
the fishing or off the croft?—DBy what they make off the outcome of
the stock, by labour, and the proceeds of the fishing—especially the
fishing.

98748, Have wages of labour increased during the last forty years?
—Yes, very much.

28749, And the price of stock has increased ?—Ves.

28750, Has the gain from the fishing increased ¥—1I cannot say that the -
procseds of the fishing havs inereased. They don't make more cut of the
herring fishing anyhow, but there is the cod and ling fishing, The prices
of those fish are better, and probably they will make more cut of that than
they did.

28751. The area of the holding has remained the same, the rent has
remained the same, and the prices of the stock and fish have increased }—
That is quite the case.

28759, Then | hope T may also say that the condition of the people
generally has impreved 7—The crop of the croft is practically worthless, it
has changed very much—it has changed almost entirely within that peried.
I have a croft myself of 3} acres, and I have not sent a grain of oats to
the mill for the Jast three vears, only I sold three barrels of oats last vear
of the proceeds of the previous year, and I have only one head of cattle,
and I oaly kept one cow before. If I had kept more stoek I would have
required to buy about twenty stooks of corn for each head of stock.

28753. Is this owing to the bad seasons or to the permanent deprecia-
tien of the soil 7—The weather may have had something to do with it,
bat the land is poor, and stony, and rocky.

28754, I see thereis a complaint abont the difficulty of getting sea-
weed—explain that I—The portion of the sea-shwe which is set apart for
the crofters is ncarly worthless for sea-ware, it does not grow upon the
rocks there, and the rest of the sea-ware round about the coast belongs to
the farmers, :

28753, Ts the right to gather that sea-ware exclusively reserved for their
tacks; do they possess an exclusive right under their leases?—VYes; I
think when a farmer gets a lease he gets the right to the sea-ware npon his
own shore in the lease—to the whole of his own shore.
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28756. Is there upon the shores of the farms plenty for the use of the
farmer and for the use of the erofters ?—Undeubtedly.

28757. What do the farmers charge you for the sea-ware '—The price
was bs. for the lond of a boat of 16 feet keel, or 1d. for every creelfull.

28758. If you had nothing to pay for sea-ware would you use a great
deal more for your erofts?—Yes, and it would improve our erofts very
much, for nothing makes better crofts than manuring the land with sea-
ware. We have apollt our crofts by manuring with guano from the want
of sea-ware.

28759, Have you represented that to the farmers and to the proprietor?
h—Tgere was always a complaint about it which they might have

eard,

28760. Did you ever ask the farmer to give you the sea-ware which he
did not require, for nothing %—No, there was no need ; he would not give
it to us; it is not likely he would,

28761, Aveall the farmers the same, ov are some of them more generous
than others?—I only went to a few of them. There were some who
refused and some who gave the sea-ware.

28762. What are the regulations about estate labour ?—Sixty hours in
the year.

28763. When youn give that labour do you receive any wages1—No.

28764. Do you receive any food +—DNo,

28765. Did it always exist as an obligation in old timesI— It has
certainly existed since 1851, since I took a croft.

38766. If it is inconveunient for anyons to give labour himself is he
allowed to find a substitute I—Yes, he can provide a substitute ; of evurse
at his own expense,

28767. What have you to pay for a day’s labour if you provide a sub-
gtitute +—Perhaps 2s. 6d. or 3s. .

28768, Is this lubour given to the proprietor or to the farmer?t—There
was some of it done upon the proprietor's ground, but it is chiefly wpon
the roads; there is scarcely anything doue now to the property, it is all
upon the roads.

28769, Ts it the branch roads which lead to your crofts?—Yes, the
branch roads. :

2BT770. Then it is for yonr own goodt—Yes, there is also some of it

used in repairing the march fences between ourselves and the big farmers, -

23771, Doss the farmer work too?—Yes, he just makes a share; the
big farmer only builds & crofter's share of the dyke—an equal share with
one crofter.

28772, There iz a complaint abons the regulations on the estate with
reference to compensation for improvements—explain that if you please ?
—TWhen one builds a house he gets the wood for the roof, and according
to the estate regulations which are printed, if a crefter is in possession of
a croft for twenty years thers is no comypensation given for the house even
supposing he had expended £20 or £100 upon it

28773, When you want a new bouse do you apply for it, and do you
always get the assistance of the proprietor?—No. I don’t require to ask
the permission of the proprietor te build a house, the houses were built
when the crofts were let. If it were in distepair T should begin to do it,
and T should go to the preprietor and ask for the wood for the roof.

28774. And he world give it +—Always,

98775, Who gives the slates?—There are no slated houses ; we just get
the wood for the roof.

28776, In building 8 new house, how much of the expense would a
crofter be at %1 am repairing my own house just now. Suapposing 1 wer:
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to fell 16 to the ground it would cost about £30 to build it again in
addition to what assistance I might get from the proprietor.

28777, VWhat would the assistance of the proprictor be worth 1—About
£3, 105, or £4.

28778. Who supplies the lime }—The tenant.

28779. Have there besn any removals or evictions in the place, within
tlie memory of the present generation, except for non-payment of rent +—F
cannot very well tell, because I only entered into possession myself in
1851, bat ever since Sir Kenneth Mackenzie became proprietor of the
estate there have been scarcely any sent away. He is a very kind land-
lord.

28780. Do you suffer at all from the depredations of the deer or game?
—No, nothking,

23781. In your memorial you say: *The hill pasture has undergone a
¢ process of curtailing to gratify the farmers on both sides’® what does that
mean i—Yes, there has been such a process ; the last instance of it was ten
years ago.

23732, Describe what it was?—Just a bit that was taken from the
better side of the hill and added to the adjacent farm.

28783. Did you get another bit instead of it1—7Yea,

23784, Was this in the way of straizhtening the marches, or was ita
fargs bit which was taken away and given to the farmer Tt made the
march rather more correct than before, but the reason was that the farmer
wished to get it ; he did not get exactly all he asked, all the same.

28785. Was auy reduction of rent made in consequence —No,

28786. Perhaps it was not large enough to make a reduction of rent?
—Well it was large enouzh to become an object of desire to that farmer
anyhow ; if it bad not been worth money he would not have set his eye
upon it. It is a good large bit, and it is one of the best portions of the
pasture, although I cannot tell the acreage of ik,

28787, Is your stock troubled or vexed by the farmers or shepherds,
or do you live on good terms with these people$—Yes, we have good
neighbours ; we have no complaints to make on that score.

28788, Have you any complaint to make about the gamekeepers?—
None whatever,

28789, Is your hill pasiure fenced in 2—Yes, indeed it is.

28790. Who paid for the fence?—We did our share of it: we don't
kaow whether jt was the proprietor or the tenant who did the other share,

28791, Mr Fraser-Mackintosh —What was the name of the farm to
which this bit of pasture was added —Auchtercairn.

28792, What is the name of the tenant 2—Dr Robertson,

28793, 1las he a large possession in Gairloch I—XNo, it is not very large ;
there are no large farms.

23794, Would you be able to pay your rent out of your croft if you did
nst labour otherwise 27—XNo.  Except that T like to have a cow and a house
I would have nothing to do with a croft, if it were not for these and the
potato ground it would be of no service to me. I bave made the caleunla-
tion several times, and I have the idea that [ eould buy in the market as
much as my croft produces cheaper than by the labour expended in pro-
dacing it on the croft,

28795. Anything you sell will be such as a young heast 1—Yes, T sell
nothing else.

28796. Was it therefore a kind thing to deprive you of the best part,
or g very good part of your pasture without giving any compensation t—It
was a loss, not a kindness,

28797. Are you allowed by the regulations to keep a dog1—No.
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28798. Or a gun?—Xo.

28799. Is there any attempt in the regulations to compel the people to
be sober -—The people are left very much to their own free will in that
respect, but they are a sober people, not only in the place, but all over
the country.

28800. That being the case—sand I for one am delighted to hear it, and
believe it thoroughly—what eause was there to insert in the estate regnla-
tions a clanse to this effect : *should the tenant wilfully infringe any of
¢ the preceding roles and conditions, or fail to maintain good neighbour-
*hood, or neglect to provide in terms of law for his children, or be
* habitually drunken,’” &c.,—what is the meaning of that—The rule was
laid down, not because the people wera not a sober pecple, but in order to
put them upen their guard that in the event of anyone being found so, he
would have to leave the district.

28801. You don’t consider it a reflection upon the character of the
people that they are obliged to accept such a clanse —No.

28802. Are you obliged to pay the rents the year before the crop is
reaped I—I am not paying anyhow, and perhaps there are a few who do
not pay it, but the general rule upon the estate is to pay the rent before-
hand,

28803. Are you aware that yon must pay at Martinmas 1883, say for
the crop of 1884—that that is the estate regulation 7—No, that is not the
way it is put in the books, but as the crofts were ailotted out first, before
they yielded crops the rent was paid, and the thing was continued.

28804. Look at the first article of Estate Regulations 7—There is that
regulation, but it is reversed in my case. I pay in Martinmas next for
the crop of the year 1883,

28805. Would you consider it a hardship to pay your rent a full year
beforehand —1 never heard it complained of,

28806. What estate labour has a croiter keeping a horse to give 9—I
cannot tell exactly; but if he brings his horse he gets off for three days
instead of six.

28807. Do the crofiers pay road money !—T think not excepting statute
labour-—that is six days. Woe pay poor rates, but we pay no read
rates.

28808, The proprietor pays the road rate for you?—1I suppose so; his
own share of it, :

23809. Wlat grievance, then, have you got %—That cur land is small,
and that, in proportion to its value it is dear.

28810. Could it be extended if the proprietor so willed it %~—The pro-
prietor has not much to divide amongst us, but there is a little, and so the
holdings might be a litsle enlarged. There are other modes in which the
condition of the people might be improved. A community of fishermen
might be planted in various places where nobody dwells; in, for example,
the two islands of Longa and Horrisdale.

28811. What would you do with these two islands?™—I would send
three or four crews to one place, and they could havea cow and an acre or
two acres of land for each family.

28812. Would that keep them in comfort with the produce of their own
labours on the sea #—Yes, if the fishing would continue as at present they
would be better off in that way ; and these islands—1I speak especially of
Longa—are accessible and convenient for the fishing industry.

28813. Who possesses the island just now?—The tenant is Mr
Macdonald, and the proprietor is Sir Kenneth Mackenzie.

28814, Docs the tenant make any use of it except for grazing I—Xo,
nothing,
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28815. When yon sell a beast what market do you go to?—There are
markets in the place

28816. In Gairloch?—Yes; and at Tollie, half way between this and
Gairloch,

28817, Are there any shops in Gairloch 7—Two.

28818. Can you got anything to buy there 7—I cannot get everything I
want, but I get the common necessaries, meal and groceries and clothes
and bonts.

28819. Who keeps these shops?—Both people are of the name of
Macpherson.

38820, Have they been long there 7—A leng time.

28621, Ts there anybody connected with the estate who deals in meal
and supplies the people?—I know nobody who keeps meal but the
manager,

28822. What is his name —Mr Mackenzie.

28823, Doss he carry on an extensive business 7—Yes, he sells oats and

Uano. '

28824. Does ke huy things from the people I—Nothing, unless maybe a
head of cattle now and again,

283235, Would he be displeased if the people did not give him the offer
of the best of the beasts 2—XNo; he is just exactly like any drover so far
83 I know ; he does not care,

28826. Have you ever sold a beast to him?—Yes, T gold him a cow
last year,

23827, Did you get a gond price —I got almost all I asked for if.

28828. Ts it or is it not a grievance iu the place that an official of the
estate is also a dealer }—I never heard the tenants complain of it among
themselves, bat I believe it is a matter of compluint with the other dealers
whose custom is spoiled.

28829, Are yon aware whether 8ir Kenneth Mackenzie, the proprietor,
knows of such dealings going on 1—1I cannot tell.

28830. Is it necessary for the requirements of the district that an
official of the estate should be a dealer in this way, or should the business
not properly be thrown open to the world 7—1It would be quite easy for
other people to do it, and the more that other traders get of the traffic the
more they would like it.

QEESI. But would it not be better for the people?—I dor’t think ik
would.

23832. How long has this been going on$ Did the previous ground
officer carry on such a business 7—No,

28833. Was it ever heard of on the estate until this man came +—Not
that T have heard of,

}‘28834. Did the people wish him to start this business?—T cannot
tell.

28835, Doez he carry on the business for his own behali or from a
philanthropic desire to benefit the district I—I think every trader trades
for his own benefit ; but he may benefit the community as well.

258836, Are the people of the township in arrears for their rents, or
are their rents pretty well paid up?—1I believe they are not quite clear of,
arrears, but I don’t know that their arrears were ever less than they are!
now.

28837, Was there some destitution in Gairloch last spring +—Yes, but
that arose from the loss of the crops last autumn ; and the potatoes were
quite a failure,

23838. Are you aware that the clergymen of the locality found it
necessary to make application for assistance from other quarters $-—Yes,
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snd they got assistance, and it was of service when it came into the
country.

38839. Can you say from your own knowledge of the whole circum-
stances, that it was necessary for the committee and others to have made
that application ?-—Yes, I think it was necessary ; T don't know what the
condition of some of the people who got assistance would have been
without it,

28840. The Chairman.—[To Macgregor]. You have heard and under-
stood everything he has said —Yes.

28841, Do you agree with all that he has seid 7—Not with the whole
of it,

28842, In what respect do you disagree with it?—He said he had no
fault to find with the neighbouring tenants in their treatment of the crofters’
stock. I remember the crofters’ stuck being poinded by the neighbouring
tenant on one occasion,

28843. My Fraser-Mackintosh.—Anything else -—When I was a small
boy I used to herd my father's stock upon the portion of the hill pasture
which has been taken from the crofters and given to the farm of Auchter-
cairn, and if the cattle strayed over the march at that time they would be
poinded. Since that time T have seen cattle coming from the grazing
upon the other side—that is the place called Little Sanda—and these were
poinded also; and many of the people to whom they belonged were from
home at the time.

28844, Do you differ from your colleague in any other respect —No.

28845, The Chairman.—Did you not prevent the cattle from going
over the march —Yes, when I was there. I remember upon the oceasion
of the inspection of the local velunteers at Dingwall that some of the
crofters’ cattle were thrown down and carried away to the pound.

28846, How long ago was that?—Derhaps nine or ten years. With
respect to the statute labour, not ouly is it done upon roads and upon
fences, as the other delegate stated, but 1 am of opinion that I may hove
seen it being done wpon the fence between the arzble ground and the hill
pasture of the farmer—that was a fence not upon the march of the crofter
at all. [Intimation that sixty hours’ Jabour would be required of the
witness preduced, dated 23rd February, 1881].

28847. Were you a crofter then 7—XNo; I was a householder. I have

a fifty years’ lease of the house.
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28348, Is it a condition of the lease that yon have to do this labour $—

No, not of the lease of the house ; but in the event of my doing it, it is
stated that T would get other privileges, right to peat ground and sea-ware.

28849. Therefore you have to perform the labour 7—1I have not done it.
I only pay 8s. of ground rent, snd I think 10s. in addition for statute
labour is an excessive sum.

28850. Have you anything else to say +—TUpon the farm of Sandabeg
there was a regulation made within the last few years that anyone who in
future should cut peats there, must pay 5s. a year for every bank that he
might cut ; now the people used to eut peats there, in former times, free
of charge.

Eeswera Mackenzre, Crofter, South Fradale (44)—examined.

28851. Afr Cameron.—What are your grievances}—We are paying
rent for the hill pasture and for the lots, and that is difficult for us to do.
e think we should have the hill pasture along with the lots ; when the
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lots were taken first the hill pasture went along with them, The town in
which I am, and the adjacent one, were in the hands of eighteen tenants
before they were lotted out. Tley paid £8 each ; and they had a horse,
nine milk cows, and twenty shesp each. Now, the whole of this is divided
into forty lots and about thirty families. What we wish is that the hill
pasture should go along with the croft as before, or else to get more land
in order that we may have more room, The hill pasture is very bad; it
would have been better if the one half of it had been a sheet of water
iustead of being dry ground. If it were so it would not destroy cur stock
as it does. It is a very unhealthy place for stock, and it i3 also full of
peat haggs, where they are drowned. Stock can only graze upon it four
months 1n the year; it is very unhealthy. 1 defy anyone present to say
he ever saw hill pasture so bad. I have travelled over many a ouc but [
never saw one so bad, .

28852, Sheriff Nicolson.—Do you wish to be removed out of it?—-
Where shall T got .

28833. Wouldn’s you like to go to a better place?—If I could only

et it.
& 28854, Is thers any place near you that you would like?—There isa
forest which marches with our hill pasture.

28835, Is that a deer forest 7—Yes,

28856. How long has it been a deer forestT—At Joast for the last
twenty years back, perhaps more,

28857. Is that good desirable ground 1—1It is very good sheep ground.

28358. Better than yours ?—There is nv comparison between the two.

28839, When was your place divided into lots 7—About thirty-six
years ago.

28860, Who was the factor at that time ?—I cannot tell whether it was
a Mr Anderson or Mr Macrae, The estate was under trustees, and per-
haps thie management was not so very good.

28861, What stock do you keep +—Two cows, and five sheep, and two
or three young cattle, but the land canunot support them. I have mo
horse.

28862. What rent do you pay I—£4 to £5 for arable ground and hill
pasture combined.

28863. When was the separation of the arable ground from the hill
pasture made in the rent #—Just the year when the place was allotted.

28864, Is there anybody who has a croft without hill pasture !—Every-
body that has a croft has the right to put a beast upon this pasture, and
we pay s0 much for every head we put on. I think there will ba about
fifty families that have a share upon the hiil

23863. What is the rate which you have to pay per annum 1—The rulz
is this :—there are Gs, for every cow, 3s. for a stirk, and ls. 3d, for a
sheep—a calf or a lamb goes free,

28366. Do you consider that too high 2—Yes, when it is upon the lots
;l}}idlt we pasture them, except for a short time when they are oat upon the

i1l

28867. Do you cousider the rent of the Jots too high 7—Yes, I think it
is; some of them are twice as high as they should be,

28868. Have they been raised since they were first fixed I—I don't
think so. Sir Kenneth has not raised the rents except when there has
been a change of tenancy; one or two of them may have got a slight
increase of rent. But there was interest to be paid upon money expended
upon them, and that inereased the rent.

283869. In what shape was the money expended !—Trenching and,
draining, ’
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28870. Who did the work 7—Some of it was done by the people to whom
the Iots belonged ; the other was done by outsiders.

28871. And did the people to whom the lots belenged get payment for
it #—Yes.

28872. From the proprietor —Yes. They paid the rent for it which is
still exacted.

28873, How many of them are still in that condition?—A good
number ; I cannot exactly tell

28874, What did it come to generally %—It varies very much. Some
of them pay about 30s., or shout 1s. for every £1 expended ; but I don't
pay any myself, and cannot give the exact figures.

28875, When were these improvements made i—Thirty.six years ago,
and they continued for five or eix years. We were promised at the time
that this charge should cease at the end of tweuty years.

28876. Mr Fraser-UMuackintosh.—What is the size of the deer forest 1—
Ou the portion of it which belongs to this estate of Sir Kenneth Mackenzie
it is about four miles long by three broad.

28877. Has the shooting tenant any land which he worke ?—¥es, he
has a farm in Shieldaig.

28878. You are a nmative of Gairlech, and well aequainted with the
whole district -—Yes.

28879, Defore the land was made into a forest how was it occupied---
was it occupied partly by crofters and partly by large sheep farmers?—
The crofters had at one time—but beyond my time—a portion of the
forest; afterwards that portion of ground was made into a sheep farm,
and then it was made into a forest,

28880, Divide your rent into the portion you pay for arable, and that
you pay for pasture?—We pay £2, 9s. including taxes, for the croft,
and last year T paid close upon £2 for the hill.

28881. Ts there any restriction upon the number of beasts that may be
sent to the hill if you pay these sums of 6s., 3s, and 1s. 3d.7—There is
no restriction so far as that is concerned ; I may send as mang as I please,
I would only have three of them next year if I left them there

28882, Supposing the crofters took it into their heads to send a very
large number of stock to the hill, would'nt the effect of that be to make
the value of the pasture much less to the crofters themselves, while, at the
game time, it wounld be much more valuable to the proprietor because of
the increased rent he would get for it?—They cannot keep much stock
upon it ; the ground is very unhealthy, Every man tries to keep upon it
as much stock as he can, but instead of the stock increasing it decreases.
The greater the stock upon the hill the greater the rent to the proprietor;
but I am not prepared to say that the greater the anmiount of steck the
worse for the crofters, becausz we have them there only for four years
altogether. There is a fized rent for the pasture over the hill of about
£19, but the average rent it yields every year is about £60 ; every person,
meanwhile, being entitled to put as many beasts as he pleases on it; and I
don’t think the people ever restrict the number of beasts which they are
to put on; as a matter of fact people put as much on as it will hold, Lut
it is a bad place.

28883. As there is no restriction upon the number of snimals on the
Lill, is it not clearly an advantage to the proprietor the more beasts there
are sent to the hill 7—It appears that the proprietor does not get more than
the stated rent, for when the number of the animals increases the rate per
animal decreases ; for it is ouly a stated rent that goes to the proprietor
at the beginning. For instance, the ordinary average rate is Gs. per cow,
but, in the event of their being 2 large number on the hill, it might be
down to §s. 6d. o
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Maroorm Mackexzie, North Eradale (68)—ezamined.

98884, Sheriff Nicolson.—Are you prepared with any statement?—I
am —° At a meeting held by the crofters of North Erridale, on the 2and
¢ day of July 1883, they resolved to place the following grievances before
‘ the Royal Commission. (I.) Previous to 1843 the whole arable and
¢ pasture land belonging to the township was oceupied by twelve crofters
¢ only, atarent of £50, 8s. sterling.  Tn the said year 1843 or thercabouts,
“and while the Gairloch estate was under trustees, the arable iand was
¢ divided into lots, and for the purpose of raising more money the hill
¢ pasture was separated from the lots under a distinet rent, By this new
¢ grrangement the reats now raised, exclusive of all rates, amount to £95
¢ sterling, making an increase on the former rent of £39, 12a annually.
¢ (IL) In the place formerly occupied by twelve, there are now twenty-three
‘crofter families, a number which our township of North Erridale is not
‘ capable of supplying with the necessaries of life. Food for man and
¢ provender for beast must be purchased elsewhere, and the money for buy-
* ing these must be carned in other places. (ITL) We do nut complain of
¢ our present proprictor Sir Kenneth 8. Mackenzie. Generally speaking
‘ he is a good proprietor, specially kind to poor widows who may be left
¢ with weak families, and taking a warm interest in the education of the
¢ young. But he did not remove the burden of rent laid upon us by the
¢ trustees who held the estates immediately before him. (IV.) We want—
¢ (1) the hill pasture along with our lots same as our fathers had it ; (2)
¢ & reduction of rent ; (3) more land.’

28885. What rent do you pay +—£3, 10s.

28886. How much land have you?—Four acres arable land.

28387. You pay £3, 16a. for that along with the hill pasture ?—Yes.

28888. What stock do you keep —Two cows, and two young beasts,
and three or four sheep.

28889. Do you find the pasture too small for them $—No, not for all
that T have.

28390. You have not to buy any food for your beasts +—No, if I had
more I would have to buy.

28891. Had you ever any more than two cows +—Yes, I had formerly a
great many more.

28899, Where were you then?—Just where I am. I was paying a
twelfth sharve of the township before it was laid out.

28893. What stock had you then —Two horses, eight milch cows and
young animals, and about fifteen sheep.

28894, And how much did you pay for that +—£5, 14s.

28895, Where were the additional crofters brought from who were put
into this place in 1843 +—There were some of them in the place—cottars,
The greater number of them belonged to the place, and they got lots.
The land yielded greater increase at that time than new. I have seen, in
my day, a great many changes upon the estate. The ground yielded four
times more then than it does now.

28896. Did any of the people come from other places I-~Two or three
came from the outside,

28897, And the other ones had been cottars until they got lots 7—Yes,
they were cottars, they had no land exeept what we choso to give them.

28898. How did they maunsge to live at that time7—They raised svme-
potatoes at home, and they had fishing at home and elsewhere ; and out of
the proceeds of their earnings they bought meal.

28899, Was there any other land in the township that could have been
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given to these people to improve their position, except what was given to
them $--No, there was none near us that could conveniently be given.
There were two bits of pasture land which belonged to us at that time, and
which were afterwards given to some peeple who now live upon thenw

28900. Was it not a great benefit to these coftars that they became
crofters instead of being left as they were ' —We don’t know that it was
much to their benefit ; they lived quite as well then as now.

28901, If they lived quite as well with a little bit of land, how is it
that you are not living as well, if your land is little less than it wast—
Becaunse the land does not now give the increase it did.

28902. Do you think that the land is 50 much redueed that it cannot
now bring forth the same crops that it did forty years ago?—It does not
give sach inerease among us.  No doubt the land bas the capacity to yield
it if it were made to yield it. It was by their wages that most of those
cottars, who depended upon us, lived.

28903, What could be dene to improve the land %—T am an old man ;
it is the young who can give that information,

28904, But you should have had more ezperience in cultivating the
Jand +—I am not so sare of that.

28905. Can anything be done in the way of trenching or manuring the
land, more than has been done already ?-—Yes, there cculd, on some of it

28906. And why don’t you do that?—They do as much of it as they
can.

28907. Has anybody amoang you any fear of being put out of his place
if he improved his land 9—Our present proprietor is the friend of the poor;
more so than any one we ever had. He is not an object of fear to any
one; but we don’t know what might befall.

28908. Do your people find a difficulty in paying their rent I—Yes.

28909, Are they much in arrears 7—Yes, some of them.

28910. Are you yourself I—Yes, I am.

28911. Did all the inhabitants, or those of them who could, attend the
meeting at which you were chosen to represent them %—The greater number
of the people were away out of the place, but those who were at home
were all there together when 1 was elected. The greater number of those
who were away had a mecting before they went.

28912, Are the young men all away at the fishing +—Yes,

28913. Are you near the shore?—Yes, and a very rough shore it is;
we very often cannot approach it when out fishing or when getiing
supplies.

28914, Have you no good place of refuge near yout—VYes, we can ran
into the loch here.

28015, Do your men fish regularly when the weather permits?—Yes,
the greater number of them.

28916. What kind of fishing $—Herring, cod, and ling.

28917. Do they make a good thing by it when there is a good year }—
Yes, when it is a good year.

28918, Have they any difficulty in disposing of their cod and ling$—
No difficulty whatever.

28619. Who takes it from you }—There are two curers upon the other
side of the loch who take it from us,

98920, What price do they give for cod and ling this year7—8d. a fish
for both the cod and ling.

28921. And are the men regularly paid in money for their fish I—Yes,
so far as I am aware,

28022, AMr Fraser-Mackintosh,—Were you well off before this allotting
took place in 1843 7—Yes, T had as muach a8 my needs required.
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28923, Was not the effect of the arrangement whereby eleven additional
people got land in this township to impoverish both —The effect was to
impoverish us who had the lend; but some of those who bad the land
were better than they were hefore.

28924, Are they better off now—those who got it 7—XNo they are not,
were it not for their earnings they would not be in any condition at all so
far as their lands are concerned.

28%25. You were asked what would be the best way to improve their
condition. Supposing that these eleven erofters were settled somewhere
elso, and the old crofters or their descendents got the lands as they had
them before-—get the pasture which was taken from them—and at the old
rent, would they be all right then 1—Very likely we should be. I cannot
very accurately determine it, but it would very probably be an improve-
meat on our condition.

28936. Is not that what you want in your paper I—I suppose you have
all seen what is in the paper.

28927, ¢The hill pasture along with our lands as our fathers had it?"—
Yes.

28928, *Redaction of rent {’—Yes.

28929, ‘More land 1’ Do you approve of that—Well, s0 far as L am
concerned my day is nearly done, and it is but little that I can take of land,
‘That is what the young would wish for.

Doxarp Maogenzir, Crofter, Second Coast, Gruinard (74)—examined.

28930, The Chairman.—Have you been elected a delegate 3—T cannot
tell whether [ was elected or not; but they told me I was the oldest man.

28931, Was it at a public meetmg that they told you that —Yes, there
was a meeting.

28932. Were there many people at the meeting —VYes,

28933. Many heads of families and payers of rent —There was a sermon,
and & minister was present. There would be half a dozen heads of families
at least, :

28034, Was it on Sunday —XNo.

28935. What was the sermon about 7—There was a stated service, and
the meeting was for the discussion of this question.

28936. Had the service any reference to the rights of the people or the
sufferings of the people 2-—All these things were discussed after the sermon
was over:—* 7o the Hoyal Commissioners. My Lord and Gentlemen—
* We are under the necessity of bringing under your notice that the rents
¢ of our crofts are by far too high; this is chiefly because some of our low
‘land and best hills we had were taken from us, and attached to large
¢ gheep farms, and no reduction of rent. Al this was done by evil and
¢ senseless factors, who had too much influence under our late proprictor.
* These three tremendons factors—one a retired merchant, one an officer in
* the army, and the other a great terror for putting away poor people—
¢ these inebriate three Saused our estate to be in arrears, also in heavy debt
‘ o merchants ; therefore what would clear us from this debt is to get
‘improvements on our lots, and the land in the old way in which the old
* wise men had put it out for us; slso to get harbours on our rough shores
f to save our lives and increase our fishings, We have nothing against our
¢ present proprietar, P. L. Bankes, Faq., of Letterewe and Gruinard, he
* acted very kindly in sympathy and lenity in providing us with potatoes,
¢ oats seed, and meal, &e.  First Cuast Township i—The best of our hill
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¢and low land was taken from us, the low land was let to & new tenant.
* Whenever we heard it we at once assembled and prevented the man
‘taking possession, afterwards we were compelled to pay the appointed
¢ rent in addition to our old rent, whizh we consented to in fear we would
“be put away. Second Coast Township :—OQur Dest hills, even some of
¢ our peats and some of our low gronnd pasture, were taken from us, after
 we ourselves offered the same rent for it as the man to whom it was let.
¢ Third Sand Township :-—The best of our hills and a good deal of our
¢ green pasture were taken from us. This green pasture we had for our
* milk cows, upon which we depend a great deal for part of our living,
‘and the hills we had for summering our horses, eattle, and sheep, such
a3 Ben Chasqun. Al the Gruinard estate had the use of Ben Chasqun.’

28937. Who was the late proprietor 7—3Mr Bankes.

23938. When did the family of Mr Dankes get possession of this
eztate —He bought the estate about forty years ago.

28939, To whom did it belong before that?—Mr Davidson of
Tulloch.

28940. Were you contented under Mr Davidson of Tulloch 7—Yes, and
well we might be.

28941. Did he raise the rents before ho scld the estate?—XNo. The
place was lotted out in Mr Davidson’s time, and the rents that were very
high were placed upen others—some more than others. My own lot was
rented at £8, and afterwards I found the rent was too high, and they took
£2 worth off the lot and put it on to another man, and charged me £6.

28948, Did Mr Bankes maks any changes when he came?—Yes, he
was making chabges now and again; it was during his time that we lost
all the hill pasture, some three miles long,

28943. Did Mr Davidson take any hill pasture from you?—XNo.

28944, What did Mr Bankes do with the hill pasture {—It was given
to others. There was another side we had for summer shielings, and the
year following he took that from us. We offered £10 for that place our-
selves ; but we did not get it. 1t was given to the tenant for £10.

28945, Was all the land which was taken away given to the tenants, or
was it used in part for deer forests 1—It was all placed under sheep, none
of it under deer.

23946, Did the tenants remonstrate with the proprietor or factor when

his was done —Yes.

28947. Whea the hill pasture was taken away from you what reduction
was made in your rent?—XNot a penny. I believe that £7 was added to
the reat of the place, but not a penoy was taken off.

28948. Did Mr Bankes do you any favour or any good in other
respects to make up for it ?—Nothing,

28949, Ias any improvement been made in your condition of recent
years I—Nothing, but such a thing wes never thought of.

28950. In this memorial you speak of three terrible factors, is the last
of these factors in the management now, or are they all gonef—No, these
three are all gone, and just as well, perhaps ; but the factor we had last-—
not one of these three—we had nothing to say against him ; he was a very
fine man,

28951, And the factor you have now?—WWe have had no factor since
the present proprietor came into possession,

28952, Does the present proprietor show any inclination to make your
state better 7—We don't know, bit our belief is that if ke could our con-
dition would not be worse than it is.

28953, Have you made any request for the restoration of the bLill
ground or the enlargement of the crofts?—No, we dow’t think that he
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would do it, or if he were to do it it would be only for somethiag in
return.

28034, You stated that the propristor was kindly in giving you
potatoes, oat seed, and meal; was it the proprietor who did it himself cr
was it done by subscnptwns from the south '—Yes, it was the proprletur
himself who provided it, but we have to pay it back.

28955. Have you to pay back all the potatoes, oats, and meal, or only
what was given for seed I—Everything ; what we ate, as well as what we
used for seed. What we got from him was chiefly seed.

28956. And how long will he alfow you for the paying of it back? TIs
it all to be pald back in one or in several years 7—We don’t know.

28957. You complain that peats have been taken from you, are you
obliged to pay for the peats which you formerly had free %—There are
some who pay for the old gronnd which was taken from us. When that
ground was taken from us we had to come on to our own land to cub
peats, for they are scarce and far away.

28958. How much will it cost a family for peats for the year +—5s. or
63, perhaps.

23959, And you cut them and cart them yourselves +—Yes,

28960. MUr Fraser-Mackintosh.—Is there a large number of crofters at
Gruinard —Yes, there are three townships included in that paper.

28961. Were the grazings of Benbasken of considerable extent 3—Yes,
it is of considerable extent, but it has nothing to do with the pasture
which was taken from us. Our forefathers had it, but that is not grazing
which was taken from us.

28962, Who has the grazing which was taken from you It was a Mr

. Thomas Golan.

28963, What is the name of the place —DBadantslunig,

28064. Do you know the farm of Drumchork *--Yes, very well

28965. Is that a big farm 3—That is where our proprietor lives.

28966. Is it s big town?-—No, there is & great house on it, built two
years ago ; all that was there was cleared away.

28367, How may people were cleared out of what now goes under the
name of Drumchork +—I don’t know about the number of families that
were in Drumchork, but there was a place adjacent to myself out of which
the people were cleared and scattered throughout the whols earth, and
the people of Dingwall came and pounded them upon the stones; and the
meal that was being prepared for the faniily was taken away off the fire,
and thrown outside.

28968. Who was laird at that time *—It was during the late laird Mr
Bankes’s time. Then the officers went up to the roof of the house—
meanwhile they bad not extinguished the fire—and they cut down the
roof with hatchets, and when it fell it teck fire and continued burning
during the Sabbath day.

28969, Was it & bad day for Gruinard when Tulloch had to sell it+—
Yes, it was; we would not have lost our hill pasture had Tulloch possessed
the land.

28970. Can you instance snything that Mr Bankes ever did, during his
possession, to benefit the crofters f—Yes, a little. He made us drain our
land a bib, and we were paid for that work ; and he was doing a little work
—there was not much—in making piers and that. [t was a rough coast,
and the boats used to get broken, and he did some work in that way, at
the piers.

28971, Was Mr Bankes reputed to be a wealthy man+—Where could
you find a wealthier}

28972, When Mr Bankes died was his eldest son living #—Not long
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after he died his eldest son died too; his two sons died shortly after he
died himself.

28973. Did the eldest son leave any family +—Yes.

28974, Are they proprietors of the property 7—No, it is a son-inlaw
who possesses the estate.

28975. Are the crofters on the estate of Gruinard generally in poor
circumstances --—Some of them are. They are not to say bad ; some are
worse off than others, I am as badly off as anyone upon the estate
myself.

28976, Was any application made for outside charity to help some of
the people to lay down their erops and to keep them alivet—There was
some assistance came to the place, but I got nothing of it.

28977. Who wrote the paper which you presented {—A lady belonging
to the place.

28978. Does that paper really represent the true feelings of the people
of the district—the three coasts —Yes, I think it does.

28979, It was prompted by no outside interference $—No, there were
no outsiders in among va.

ALEXANDER MACKENZIE, Crofter and formerly Fisherman, Midtown,
Inverasdale {(65)—examined.

28980. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—Do you produce any written statement }
—Yes. ¢ Statement respectfully submitted to the Royal Commission (High-
“lands and Islands), by Alexander Mackenzie, sixty-five, crofter and
¢ fisherman, lot 1.t Midtown of Inverasdale, duly elected delegate by
¢ erofters and cottars of the townships of Midtown and eoast of Inveras-
¢ dale :—1 occupy = croft of about four acres, of which about three acres
¢ are under cultivation. I came into the cecupancy of the croft about
f thirty-seven years ago, and almost all the arable portion of the crofy hns
¢ been reclaimed during my oceupancy, I have a share of the common hill
¢ pasture, snd my stock at present consists of two cows, asmall beast, and
¢ g few sheep. I pay £1, 6s. of rent for the croft, and about £1 for hill
‘ rent and other expenses incident on my share of the hill pastare. Ina
¢ favourable year the produce of the cruft does not afford subsistence for
¢ my family for six months, and it does not yield half enough to “keep”
* my cattle. The staple manure is sea-ware, and the united testimeny of
¢ the crofters is that it is the best manure they can get to produce a good
¢ crop out of the soil of their crofts, and yet the most of it is held by =
¢ neighbouring proprietor and a large farmer, from whom the crofters have
¢ to buy it at the rate of an average of 10s. for as much sea-ware as will
¢in land of ordinary fertility manure the sowing of two bushels of oats.
¢ The sea-ware held by the crofter tenants in connection with their erofts
‘18 so scarce that, in order to give the land full justice, each crofter would
¢ have toexpend 30s. yearly on sea-ware. The most of them capnot afford
‘ this extra cutlay. As a rule those who can at all afford it expend from
¢ 15s, to £1 annually on sea-ware, while to make up for want of sea-ware
¢ and of means to procure it, they are engaged for a considerable time in
¢ the course of each spring season dragging tangle-weed out of the sea, and
¢ it proves to be a very inferior manure. Were there a sufficient qnantity
¢ of sea-ware Deld by the people in connection with the erofts, the latter
* would be much more produoctive than they are, and the expenses and
¢ labour connected with the heldings would be greatly diminished. Ia
¢ 1841 the township of Midtown was let fo crofters, and the rental was
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¢ then increased by £15, and subsequently, when the crofts were re.
¢ arranged, there was a further increase of £10. The present rental is
¢ £54, 14s. for crofts and £20 for hill grazing, making a total £74, 14s.
¢ There are twenty-nine tenants, of whom twenty-seven are paying under
* £4 of yearly reats. The hill grazing is paid for in common. About
‘ forty years ago the township of Coast was occupied by fifteen tenants
‘ paying & gross rental of £37, 10s. Now it is cccupied by eighteen
¢ tenants, and the yearly rental is £18, 2s. for crofts, and £19 for hill
¢ grazing—total £67, 2s. The crofters’ hill grazing is largely trespassed
¢ on, and overrun to a great extent by sheep and cattle and sheep stock
‘from an adjoining farm, and consequently the crofters do not reeeive
¢ nearly the full benefit of their outrun. TRepresentations on the subject
¢ of a march fence, for which the crofter terants offered to pay half the
¢ yearly interest on the outlay, have been made to the proprietor and to
¢ the estate manager, the latter actually declined to comply with what the
* erofters eonsidered a reasonable demand in regard to the erection of a
* march fence. Thirty-six years ago or thereby money was advanced by
¢ Government to improve the Midtown crofts. Some improvements were
¢ effected on several of the crofts, whils others reaped no benefit, yet a
* sum was added to the rent of each tenant, which sum was said to be a
¢ yearly instalment which would repay principal and interest in twenty-one
¢ years. This additional annual sum has not yet been deducted from the
¢ rent, and has now been paid for fifteen years over the stipulated time,
‘ both by those who received no benefit from the money as weM as by
¢ those who did to a certain extent. The present proprietor, Sir Kenneth
¢ Mackenzie, has invariably shown great kindness to the pecple. Heis
¢ the friend and benefactor of widows and orphans, to many of whom he
¢ gives land rent free. It is much regretted that he does not reside more
¢ frequently on his Gairloch property, as should such be the case itis
¢ believed the management would give more satisfaction to the crofters
‘than it really dees, I believe that much of the poverty existing among
¢ the people of the townships I represent can be traced in some measure
¢ to hardships endured by the crofters under the oppressive management
¢ of the factor on the estate, and his underlings, during Sir Kenneth's
* minority. At the time of the destitntion consequent on the potato
¢ famine, the factor seized a large proportion of the crofters' cattle for
* arrears of rent. Cows were taken away for £1 of arrears, and in seme
¢ cases for less. In some cases instead of the arrears being wiped off, the
* tenants had to pay sums ranging from 4s. to 6s. for the grazing of the
“ cattle while they were in the factor’s hand previous to being sent to
¢ market ; I can if necessary give eases in point relating to the oppression
fand gross mismanagement during these hard times, from the effects of
* which some of the people have not yet recovered. All the factors and
* managers of my time have had of the *“fat of the land,” and left the
¢ people in poverty.’

28981, Who wrote this paper !—A man belonging to the place, but it
was we ourselves who gathered together and gave him the statements.

28082. Had you more meetings than one to appoint delegates I—Two.

28983. Were they well attended +—Not very many at the last one, the
pecple were away. “There were a good number present at the first
meeting,

28984, And this paper, I suppose, represents the feeling of all the
people in the township +—Yes.

28985, Of those who were present and those absent 7—~If not I should

n;i:l.lt}a\'e been here. It would not have been worth my while at my time
of life.
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28086, What is the name of the farm, or the name of the tenant to
whom you are obliged to pay money for your sea-waret—DMany farms
round about the loch here; wherever the sea-ware is.

28987, Dut you say ‘most of it is held by a neighbouring proprietor
‘and a large farmer’—what are the names of the proprietor and the
farmer t—When we went down where we are there was only one man
there, and the sea-ware that that one man used was divided amongst, thirty,
and the share of each was but small.  One of them is Mr Mackenzie, the
brother of Sir Kenneth,

28088, What is the name of the frrmer 3—3Mr Reid of Island Ewe.

28989. Is it a fact that, every year you are paying money for the sea-
ware, more or less1-—Yes, it is the case every year.

28990, That is, in fact, an additional rent +—We pay additional rent
as well as that, but that may also be considered as additional rent, I
have two cows and a few beasts, and I house them at the end of October,
and they don’t come out until the following May, and my croft isnot able
to feed them more than balf that time, and many of my neighbours are
in the same position. I have to provide proveander for them during the
other half.

28991, The mischiefl seems to bave occurred in 1841; who had charge
of the sheep at that time—who was the faetor on the estate '—1 could not
very well tell, but the estate was under trustees, and there was a large
number of people who had something or other to do with the management
of it, and I could not say who was over them all.

28992, Whe was the individual that took some of the crofters cattle
for arrears and only gave £1 for each?—A Skye man of the name of
MLeod whom we had as factor bere at that time; and we had avother
of the name of Anderson who was not a whit better,

28993. The land was allotted and subdivided, and additional men put
in and additiopal rent put on, Is it from that time that we are to date
your poverty +—The hardship began at that time when the lots were made
out, and the potatoes failed too.

28994. You state in the paper that that got you a shake from whick
you were & long time in recovering—the potato failure and the taking
away of your cattle —There are many among us who have never recovered
from it and never shall,

28995, You say you are trespassed upon by some farm, what farm is
it that troubles you?—John Mackenzie, Loch Draing, whose stock mixes
with those of neighbouring places.

28996. You wish to put up a march fence between your place and his?
—Yes, we have wished that for a long time.

28997, The paper also tells that the proposal was'declined by the estate
manager. Is that correct I—Yes, it has been declined, I am afraid.

28998, Why don’t you apply to Sir Kenueth himself t—We spoke to
the proprietor, but he said we would require to gzt them put right—that
he would look after it.

28999, Then I presume you may fully expect that that will be done
since it bas been brought under the proprietor’s notice *—The sca-ware is
a great grievance. We are in danger of being drowned many a time
when we ave getting it. )

29000. Have you spoken to Sir Kenneth about it +—No, we d1_d not
speak to him; we are under the impression that he knows abont it, the
manager knows about it anyhow.

29001. You say yourselves you would wish Sir Kenneth to stay more
among you ; I want to know why you don’t go to Sir Kenneth himself 7
—We thought be knew all about it ; but we know there are some things

ROsSS.

PooLEwE.

Alexander
Mackenzie.



ROSS.

Poo1LEWE.

Alexander

Mackenzie.

1866 Highlands and Islands Commission.

being done of which he doss not know all the same, and that is the reason
why we wish he would always live upen the estate.  We don't complain
of the rent nor of the proprietor, but of surrounding circumstances.

29002, You say ‘it is much to be regretted that be does not reside
¢ more frequently on his Gairloch property, and should such be the case it
¢ is believed the management would give more satisfaction to the crofters
¢ than it really does’?—He would have the people better, and ke would
know about everything better.

29003. Ts it or s it not a fact, without entering into particulars which
might be invidious, that the crofters do complain of the present manage-
ment and would wish the proprietor to come and reside more frequently
upon the estate, to look into matters more closely himself I—There is
nothing that T can more truly say than that their desire would be that be
should live more on the estate, and know more of it.

29004. And of the people?—I know that many of his people would
shed their blood for him.

29005. Mr Cameron.—You state that your croft contains four acres, of
which three are under cultivation, that you came into the occupancy of it
thirty-seven years ago; that your stock counsists of two cows and small
beasts—and how many sheep +—About eight or nine at last Martinmas,

29006. That your stock cousists of that, and you pay £32, 6s.—is that
so+—VYes.

29007. Do you consider that rent too high for that land and that
number of cattle and sheep —No, there is no complaint about the rental

29008. You say it does not yield half ebough to keep your eattle i—No,
it does not; it can only feed one properly. If it counld feed more I counld
keep three.

29009, How do you feed the other ones?—I buy provender for them.
I was three times in Harris for provender.

29010. Where do you get the money to buy the provender +—1I make
themselves buy it sometimes—sell them ; but 1 have always been about
the fishing, and have made more money in that way. I have also made
wages whenever I could.

29011. Do you find it easy to make wages where you live -1 don't
make wages there ; but there are some of the people who have some work
{rom the estate manager.

20012, What are the ordinary wages paid to these people in the sum-
mer time 1—~About 2s,—perhaps 1s, 8d. and perhaps 2s. 6d. a day for men.

29013. Is there plenty of work to bLe got at that price 9—No, I never
saw as much work going on as wounld keep the people, if they all went to
work, for a month.

29014. But take only those who require it +—Well, we had meetings
about things of that kind, about the getting of work and that, this year
already, and there were some people who said they had been refused work,
others who refused to work, and there were some whe got work.

29015. You stated just now that there were no complsints on the score
of rent. In this statement you mentioned that the rent was so much, and
has been increased by £15, and then further by £10. Is it not a fact
that in this paper there is a complaiut of the dearness of the crofts?—I
never heard a complaint, properly speaking, of the rent being too high,
For my own part my complaiut is nut about the rent, but that we are not
able to make a livelthood out of the place.

29016. Do you want more land —1I don’t see any grouad to get, unless
the people who were put in upon us were sent back to where they came from.

29017. Where was that I—Inverewe, Tournaig, Island Ewe—I am ona
of them: myself There were twanty-six thrown in upon this place.
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29018. Your remedy is to remove the people from where they are and ~ ROSS.
to put them on the places you have mentioned 7—1I don't know that they Poormm
would get them. COLEWE.

29019. But is that what you propose 7—Yes. Alaxander

2002G. Are these places all sheep farms or crofts +—Well, yes, every- Mackenzie,
thing that i3 of worth is under sheep.

39021, But are these places sheep farms or crofting holdings $—They
are under sheep. Some of the previous delegates spoke about Longa and
Horrisdale ; that would suit us to settle a fishing community there, Tor
the last forty-tive years I have been fishing all over the western eoast, and
during my first recollection there was not arn island of them that was not
veeupied by crofters.  Beginning with the island of Haunda up to this side
of Cape Wrath, all right along the coast there was not an island but was
veeupied by tenmants; and, in my time, we fishermen had through stress
of weather to lic up for days, sometimes for a week, and we found these
tensuts exceedingly kind tous. Now suppesing we had to lie up for stress
of weather, and supposing we were without food, there is nebody to give
us o mesl.

29022. Has that anythiog to do with the management of this estate I—
No.

29023. Are the people in your township much in arrears of rent?—I
don't think there is much arrears just now,

29024. Is there less than there was five years ago?—I cannot tell. I
konow there was a large amount of arrears when 3ir Kenneth came into
the estate, and that he was very good to people, wiping off & pound now
and again till it was reduced.

29025, You say that all the factors and managers have lived upon the
fat of the land aud have left the people in poverty ; does that refer to
former factors —Yes ; it refers to a past time-—to a long time age, when
we were oppressed ; and there are people who have not yet recovered.

28028, ¢ All the factors in my time have had of the fat of the land and
 have left the people in poverty’; what factors does that refer to1—I
speak first of Anderson.

29027. How long ago is that —Thirty-eight years.

29028, Does this sentence include the present man ?—No, )

29029, What was the nawe of the man before him 7 —Macrae ; lie was
one of the best we ever had.

29030. Who was the one before him ?¥—M‘Leod.

29031. Does this statement apply to M‘Leod 3—Yes.

99032, And was the one before him another included in this state-
ment -—Anderson eertainly was one. T refer to these two.

29033, Then the last sentence is so far incorrect that it does not refer
to the present factor or his immediate predecessor—Mr Macrae I— Yes, it
is incorrect in that respect,

29034, Is it mot a fact that Sir Kenneth Mackenczie is practically his
own factor, and that the person who represents him is more a ground
officer than a factor #—1I cannot tell what the powers of the manager may
be, but he is virtnally our manager or proprietor.

29035. Do you think mauny of the Highland proprietors know their
people better or live more amoung them than Sir Kenuneth Mackeuziet—T
cannot say. There may be many who know their people well, although
I do not know., We know Sir Kenueth very well, and we see him once
a year, and althongh we should see him twenty times we should like it all
the more ; and we wounld like it still better if we were seeing him always.

39036, He speaks the language of the people does he mot 3—Yes, but
perhaps not so well as he would wish,
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29037. Do you not think that Sir Kenneth Mackenzie knows more
about his crofters and mixes more with them than most Highland pro-
prietors, partly owing to his knowing the language 1—I don’t know any,
taking him all in all, unless, perhaps, a proprietor who lives somewhere in
the district of Appin in Argyleshire, who knows more about his people
and their affairs than Sir Kenneth.

Doxarp Mackeyzie, Manager of the Gairloch Estate (43)—examincd.

20038. The Chairman.—You have been present during the proceedings
this forenoon and have heard all that has been stated 7—1I have.

29039. Do you wish to make any remarks upon what you have heard +—
T shall be very glad.

29040. Then make your statement now.—I have prepared 2 statement.
¢ ] am manager of the Gairloch estate, the property of Sir Kenneth

.¢ Mackenzie, Bart. The total acreage of the estate is 162,319, and the

‘ rental is £8297, 6s. 3d. sterling. The number of acres at present under
* cultivation is 2149, of this area there are in the possession of crofters
* 1482 acres arable and 41,8606 of grazings, making a total of 43,348
“acres. The total rent paid by crofters is £1688, 2s. 5d., being £1207,
¢ 16s. Bd. for arable and £480, 6s. for hill grazings. The average rent
¢ for every acre of their arable land amounts to 16s, 31d. and for their
¢ hill grazings they pay an average of 2Zd. per acre. Combining their
“arable and hill grazing the average rent per acre is 9]d. The whols
* number of rent paying erofters is 448, and the average rent paid by each
“is £3, 15s. 41d., being for arable land £2, 13s. 114., and for hill grazings
¢ £1, 1s. 53d. per crofter. The highest rent paid by any erofter is £30,
“and the lowest is 83, 2d. The crofter population including cotiars,
¢ habitually resident on the estate, amounts to 2227, making an average
¢ rental per soul of 15s. 13d. The total population of the estate is about
€ 3495, and as a large number of crofters’ dependents are frequently from
¢ home at service or fishing, and therefore not reckoned in the number
¢ habitually resident, it may fairly be estimated that the real crofter popu-
¢ lation is about 3000, leaving only about 493 persons not of the crofter or
¢ cottar class. In 1853 the arable land in erofters’ holdings was much the
*same as now, but their hill grazings were 41,331 acres, a gain of 535
¢ acres during the last thirty years. The addition arose by the conversion
¢ of part of a farm into two crofts and by the grant of hill grazings at
¢ Kenlochewe, making altogether a gain of 12 acres arable and 975 acres
¢ pasture.  On the other hand about 20 acres were deducted from the
¢ Strath-hill, and the drove grazing at Loch Mares valued at £3, and
¢ extending to about 440 acres with about 12 acres arable are now included
¢in the Loch Maree hotel farm. In 1803 the total rental of the crofters
¢ amounted to £1846, 9s. 10d. Combining their arable and hill grazings
¢ they paid an average of 93d. per acre. The number of crofters then
¢ was 486 giving au average rental to each of £3, 15s. 11jd. Comparing
¢ the present with 1853, the gains are all in favour of the crofters. They
¢ have now 5335 acres more than then ; they pay £158, 7s, Gd. less rent
¢ than then. Cowbining arable and pasture they have the land at an
¢ average of }d. per acre less than then and each crofter now pays an
¢ average of 72d. less than then, The total stock possessed by the erofters
fat present iz T8 horses, 1122 cows, 502 stirks, and 4593 sheep. The
¢ amount paid in the summing for grazing varies from 15s. to 7s. 7d. for
# a horge {for one hill only that highest charge applies,—the Kenlochewe



Minutes of Evidence. 1869

¢ grazings—the next highest being per cow 5s.) 10s. to 2s. 6d. for a cow,
¢ Bs. t0 1s, 3)d. for a stirk, and 1s, 8d. to 51d. for a sheep, aud the average
“is12s 18d,, 4s 04%d, 2s. 0%d., and 84:d., respectively.  Of late years
‘e great improvement has been noted in the breeds possessed by the
¢ crofters, and the higher prices obtained in consequence. Formerly
* complaints were rarely made of the size of their holdings. I notice that
* delegates in other places frequently complain alse of the exhaustion of
“the soil. I admit our crofters give the ground manure enough, but
‘ there are two gerions defectz in their system of tillage, the want of
‘ draining and subsoiling, The ground is too frequently ouly scratched,
“and this to a great extent accounts for the alleged exhaustion. Vith
* proper tillage and subsoiling the land would show no sign of exhaustion,
“and with their heavy maouring the crofters should raise good crops.
 The want of drainage causes late sowing, resulting in late reaping, and
‘ thus the crops are sometimes destroyed by the gales and rains late in
‘autumun.  Another cry has also recently been raised. Tt is said the
* crofters are getting poorer, but the real fact is that they now live much
* more comfortably than before, It is not uncommon to see the head of
‘ the family at home for six months of the year, indifferent about being
“ employed ; and it is too commonly the case thet the sons and daughters
who go out to serviee in summer return home at Martinmas, remaining
in eomparative idleness till Whitsunday. In such circumstances it is
surprising to me to know how they get along so well, when I consider how
constantly the working classes—ploughmen and artisans for instance—
* have to stick to their employment all the year round on the east coast.
¢ 1 speak from personal knowledge on this subject as I know the east and
‘ the west equally well. In order to compare the rental of the crofters
¢ with that of the sheep farmers, I seleck a sheep farm surrounded with
‘ crofters and erofters’ grazings. The average rental per acre on it is 61d.,
¢ while the crofters have their grazings at 2{d. per acre. At present there
¢ are forty-four erofts held rent free, the old rents of which amounted to
* £36, 8s. Of these holdings thirty-seven are held by widows and poor
‘ aged persons, while seven are gifted to others. Within the last twenty-
‘ gix years arrears amounting to £3219, 8s. 11d, have been struck off in
* favour of crofters. The arrears now outstanding amount to £1584, 14s.
* of which £1506, 1s. 6d. is due by 2035 crofters, while the arrsars due on
“large farms is £58. Any crofter may have a nineteen year's lease, and
¢ practically our crofters are never removed so long as they pay their rents
¢and conduct themselves properly. A copy of our conditions of set is
¢ printed in the crofters’ rent pass-book which I have here. There are
 fourtecn sheep farms on the estate, and their total acreage is 77,648.
*Of this area 500 acres are arable, and 77,142 acres are under grazings.
* The total rental from sheep farms is £2267, 11s. 2d. Taking the arable
¢ Jand at 16s. 31d. per acre, the same rental as the crofters pay, the average
¢ rent per nere of grazings is Afd. for sheep farms, being fully double the
‘ rate paid by erofters. The area under sheep farms in 1853 was 87,073
¢ geres, showing a decrease of 10,145 acres during the last thirty years.
*The rental of sheep farms at the same date was £1776, 6z 4d. showing
‘ an increase of rent in sheep farms of £491, 4s. 10d. within the same
*pericd. On the estate there are three deer forests, and their total acreage
*is 38,020. The rental obtained from these is £650, being at the rate of
4 b.d. per acre, the grazings of the Kenlochewe forest being very inferior.
¢ There are also four grouse shootings, and the rent obtained from thern
¢ and fishings amounts to £2205, giving a total of £2855 from shootings
“and fishings. Tt may be noted that the valuation roll shows a rental of
¢ £20, 17s, less than the actual rent. This arises thus, the roll is over-
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¢ stated by £27, but we receive £47, 17s. for fens which do not appear in
¢ the roll, leaving a balance of £20, 17s. to be added to the roll.—DoxaLp
¢ Macgexzir” The first delegate—Macgregor—spoke of the estate labuur,
His father got leave to build a store on the Strath on condition that he
would put no fireplace in it, but instead of doing that he made fireplaces,
and then his son got a lease of the same place. He signed this lease, bind-
ing himself to work sixty hours labour in the year, but he never wronght
a day, and I do not see how he can complain.  So far as regards the sixty
hours, we have never got it.  They never come out early in the morning,
and a great many of them dou't do the work. I may say that his father
also had & mill at the Strath, and he got his arrears abated by the pro-
prietor. The next delegate, Alexander Mackenazie, complained of the sea-
ware. I believe there is some truth in that at Strath, but the farmers of
Auchtercairn and Flowerdale have the sea-ware on the shores of their
farms. The delegate made one slicht mistake. He stated that they had
no sea-ware except what bounded their properties, whereas they have some
on Shieldaig on the opposite side of the loch. e never put iato
practice this 2d. an hour for non-performanece of labour; it is for the
bensfit of the crofters solely in making roads through their townships.
There are carriage roads now all over the estate except on the Loch Torridon
side. The proprietor provides superintendence, finds tools, and builds
bridges, and the people bad a little labour when convenient in the dead of
winter. I don't think, therefore, they can complain on that score. They
find it a great benefit to them. As regards compensation, we have not
yet been able to test it, where a man who has built 2 house has gone away
at the end of twenty years. Then again, with reference to the twenty acres
of land taken off Auchtercairn, I may say that the acreage of that hill
grazing is 3740 acres, and the rent of the whole place is £35, 13s., or a
little less than 21d. per acre, and twenty acres at that amounts to 4s. 2d.
The proprietor built a dyke on the march, but there have been complaints of
trespassing back and forward, both by the sheep farmer and the crofters.
The dyke is a low one with two wires on the top, and in the building of
it the erofters laid down the stones for half the distance and the proprietor
did the other half and built the dyke, and put on the wires at his own
expense, As regards the clause about drunkenness I have had no
experience of it, it is a dead letter.

29041. Is that owing to the absence of drunkenness?—I am glad to
say that there is not much drunkenness going. There may be one or two
cases in a large population; I dare say there was not much necessity
for putting that into the regulations, at the same time I do not suppose
it will do any harm, The next delegate—Kenneth Mackenzie, Eradale,
spoke about the quality of the hill grazings in his township. I admit it
is the worst grazing on the property, and in the winter time or early spring
the tenants of that township made an application to Sir Kenneth Mackenzie,
or rather a request, to redace the rent by one-balf or give them the hill at
a valuation. Sir Kenneth immediately replied that he would do so, and
when ke came up to Gairloch—which he did specially for the purpose—
he offered them what they wanted, and they preferred not to ge on with
the valuation, and there the matter rests.

29042, They preferred not to have a valuation 2—VYes,

29043. How was the valuation to be made +—It was to have been made
by each selecting a valuator, and the valnators would choose an oversman
—just as sheep and other valuations are made. The same delegate stated
that the rates for grazing cows and shesep were 6s. for a cow, and 1s. 3d.
for a sheep. 1 may explain that this arises from the fact that the assescs
ments—school rates, and poor rates, and shepherd’s wages—are collected
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along with the rent. The real rent is 5s. for a cow, 2s. 6d. for a
stirk, and 10d. for a sheep. The rent of that hill is 3%d. per acre, and
we have other hills better than it much cheaper, Then, Malcolm Mac-
kenzie, from North FEradale, necd not complain about paying his rent, for
he does not do it; he is nine years in arrears at the present time.

29044, Tro you mean that he has been in arrears every year for nine
years, or that he has not paid any rent for nine years t—He paid part of
rent during that time. He pays rent perbaps every thres or four
years.

d 29045, His gross arrears amount to nine years' reat 7—Yes,

24046, And for how many years has this been accumulating? Tt has
been geing on for more than ninstecn years ; during the last seven years
I think ke has paid two rents. The next man was Alexander Mackenzie
from Midtown, Inverasdale, who spoke about the march fences. The
application no doubt was made, but, remembering the great expense of
fencing the crofters’ hill grazings, it was a serious matter to undertake,
eonsidering also the small rents paid by the crofters on the estate from
whom demands would come to be made.

29047. Would they co-operate in putting the fence up so as to save the
proprietor a portion of the expense t—The co-operation would be that they
would promise to pay interest, and that might be done for a few years,
but they would soon get tired of it, and the fences would have to be kept
in repair.

29048. They would not work +—I don’t krow, but there ia 80 much of
it that they would prefer to get it done by the proprietor, and promise to
pay interest onit.  Mackenzie’s rent is stated at £2, 6., but in that he must
Lave included the rates, because his real rent £1, 6s. for the croft and 14s,
for the hill. I was a little surprised at his remarks about overcrowding.
He spoke about so many people coming thore ; and having heard that he
intended to speak on that subject 1 prepared a few remarks to be sub-
mitted in reply. ¢ The complaint made by this delegate is very surprising ;
¢ he applied to us to allow one of his sons to get a new lot in bis own town-
¢ ghip, and about twe years ago, much against my will, this was done. Two
¢ years ago he succeeded in getting this place for his eldest son. Any
¢ gvercrowding or subdivision that takes place is against our will, and the
¢ crofters are themselves entircly to blame for it.  Sir Kenneth does not
¢ want overerowding, and I am supposed to do all T can to prevent it, but
¢« I am sorry I cannot manage it. It is not, however, getting worse, and
* the population is not incressing. It is inconsistent of any person to
¢ complain to your Lordship of what he himself persistently and actually
¢ permitted. This township i3 overcrowded he has said, and that over-
t growding has been caused, in some measure, by the settlement of one of
¢ his sons there; and if the crofts are too small why does he keep one of
¢ his sons to suceeed himself P

29049, There is a feature in the management of the estate which seemed
to us rather exceptional, and that is that the hill pesture belonging to the
townships appears to be rented separately upon some system which I have
not fully understood.  They pay a rent for the arable holding and a separate
rent for the hill pasture.  Would you explain how that system is regulated ?
— When I came here nineteen years ago I came from the east coast, and
I did not know much about Highland matters. Put the thing has been
going on, and there has been one townskip that has made a request to get
" their lots apportioned to their crofts, We did this at Aultbea, but they
did not seem to get on any better than those who had their bills separately
rented.
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29050, Is it an old practice of this estate to rent the hill pasturs
separately from the arable ground *¥—For a long time it has been so, it has
been going on for at least thirty years,

29051. Do you know the reazon for this innovation or change being
introduced i1 dont know. It happened, I think, when Sir Kenneth
was a minor,

29052, How is the rent of this common pasture regulafed? Does
every crofter pay so much per head for the stock that he is allowed to
keep upon it 7-They have the management in their own hands. Some
of the hills are managed in this way, they have it divided into shares—
they have equal shares, and make a calculation of what stock it will keep,
and pay ip that manner ; while with some of the other portions they pay
for whatever stock is on, so much per head. If thereis a big stock it
makes & light rate, but if there is a light stock it makes a high rate. Sir
Kenneth Mackenzie always gots the same rent,

29033, Whatever number of animals is kept 1—1t does not matter what
number of animals is kept Sir Kenneth charges the same rent, whether he
gets it or not,

20054, And they manage it among themselves +—Yes,

290535, And when one man is able to put on a large number of stock
and a poor man has noune, or ¢uly a few, does the man who has the large
number pay the rent to his poorer neighbour who cannot afford to keep
stock —Yes,

29056, But they manage that among themselves +—Yes ; if there isany
injustice done they complain at onee to me or the proprietor, and we try
to rectify it.

29057. How is the annual rent paid; is it all brought by ene person?
—They collect the money at home and send one man whom they call the
headinan.

29058. Do they elect that headman or do you appoint him9—~They
manage that themselves ; they choose their own headman.

29059. Or do you indicate him and do they accept him +—We never
indicate him. We ask them to name him.

29060. Does he do anything else for the township? Is he a sort of
representative of the township in any other way I—Not particularly. We
lyok upon him as the biggest man there at the time.

20061, If anything went wrong in the township would you speak to
him or to the crofters all together +—I might speak to him first; but I
would speak to anybody.

29062. Do you think this system of independent management of hill
pasture is generally acceptable to the crofters? Would they rather have
that than have a common system of each man paying the rent for the hill
pasture in connection with the arable rent %—Some of those who are well
off and who bhave more stock, would prefer to have the hill attached to
their crofts, but the poor people would prefer to pay for the numbers they
had.

29083. Have the tacksmen or farmers the absolute right in their leases
to appropriate the whole of the sea-ware on their shores 7—I believe they
have. I don’t know about all their shores, because there is one farm at
Shieldaig where the Strath people get ware.

29064. Is there really a surplus amount of sea-ware on the tacksmen’s
shores which they dou’t require —No. In some cases it would be a good
thing to get the sea-ware re-arranged, but that cannot be done until the
leases expire.

29065, With reference to the question of exhaustion of the soil, which
might be preveuted by labouring the ground better, has any encourage-
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ment been given to deep trenching with the pick? Do they ever tvench
themsselves 7—As a rule I may say they do not,

22066, Has the experiment ever been made of getting them to trench,
and paying them wages —What I mean by sub-soiling is that they don’t
plongh the land.  They work with the cas-chirem and don’t dig deep enough.

29067. Mr Cameron.—Would you kindly explain further how the Lill
pasture is managed. Is it managed by a system of club farms?—No, it
is not.

29068, Each crofter has his own stock +—Yes.

29069. Are any of the ecrofting farms manzged on the club farm
gystem 1—Not any.

29070. Are you aware that that has ever been tried 1—1I am not aware ;
not in my day.

29071. Have you known or heard of its having been tried elsewhere
—1 have.

29072. Do you think that system would be suitable for the crofters
here +—They are too numerons, I am afraid, to agree among themselves
sbout it, nor would they have the stock. Sir Kenneth would very likely
try it

29073. But ke found it was not practicable *—They don’t approach him
on the subject ; T don’t think they want it,

25074, Would it be possible to change the system from the present one
to that of a club farm ; or would it be surrounded with difficulty 2—I am
ofraid it would be very difficolt to do here where there are so many

ople.
pe‘29075. Do I understand you to say thut the ordinary rent paid for hill
grazing was at a rate of 3. per cow, 2s. 6d. per stirk, and 104. per sheep
per year; or did that only refer to one particular spot+—That is the
highest execept at one place; but I find they add taxes and shepherds.

29076, But that is the basis of the calenlation 4 Yes,

29077. Is the estate labour considered in the estate regulations as a
portion of the rent—of the value paid by the tepant to the proprictor—or
is it an extra +—Lvery tenant has got it ; it is a condition. T don’t know
whether 1 may call it part of the rent, but it is part of their obligations,

29078. And under the obligation may the proprietor accept that labour
for any purposs which he thinks o benefit to the estate; or is 1t supposed
to be devoted entirely to the purposes of the crofters *—TEntirely for the
crofters’ benefit—for the roads ir their own townships.

29079. Roads and fences '— Roads particularly.

29080. There was one of the delegates—2Macgregor-—who did not agres
with the other in regard to this point, I think he mentioned that he liad
noticed on one occasion that this labour was exacted for purposes which
were not specially connected with the crofters —He spoke shout a fence ;
but that was a march fence in their own township.

29081. Have the crofters ever applied to the proprietor for 8 commuta-
tion of that labour into money to be added to the rent —T am not aware.
We don’t find them very willing to do the work. Although it is called
sixty hours' labour, in practice they don't work thirty hours, and & great
many don’t work at all.  'We never exact it from the old and feeble, and
if a man is away from home we are never very severe.

29082, In your opinion, if it were comnnited for a money payment they
would ba worse off than they are ?—Much worse; I dont think they
would like that at all,

29083, What class of cattle do the crofters keep 1—Highland cattle.

29084, Are they a tolerably good class of cattle 1-—They are improving,
they are fairly good stock. 6

]
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29085. Have you noticed, since you have been here, that the soil under
cultivation has deteriorated in quality during the past nineteen years —I
cannot notice anything of the sort. I don’t see any difference.

29086. Do you thiuk tho crofters apply more sea-ware to the soil than
is beneficial —I think they do; but if they would stir the land better it
would help it ; they dor’t cultivate deep enough, nor drain it enough.

929087. Do many of the crofters improve the land in their immediate
vicinity by drairage and by turnivg ap fresh laud }-—There is very little
of that done,

29088. I seo they are allowed compensation for doing such work?
—Yes,

29089. But you find they don’t talk much of that +—No they don’t; on
the contrary, Sir Kenneth is always ready to trench land for any of them
at 5 per cent,

29090. Have many pecple applied for that'—Only one or two, and
their applications were granted.

29091, Is there much land in the immediate neiglibourhood of each
croft which they might improve V—Not much; but some of tae crofts
might be improved,

23092, There would not be much use of trenching land in these lecalities
anless it had been previously drained +—No, it would be waste of money.

28083, It would require draining too +—Yes.

29094. The draining I suppose i3 an expensive process here 1—1¢ is.

29095. And there is no tile factory near here —No,

20096, Is there any draining doue at all —There is s little draining
done here and there—with stones.

29097. Do ths crofters apply much farm-yard manure to their land *—
I suppose they apply all they have got; but they seem to have more belief
in sea-ware.

29098, What bedding do they use so as to make the manure’—I am
afraid they don’t use much bedding, they have their own straw and
bracken.

29099. Do the cattle not consume their cwn straw —Yes, they do.

29100. They won't have much left =—The cattle would not leave much.

29101, There would not be much left for bedding if the cattle ate up
the straw +—2Not much.

29102. Are there many ferns for bedding *—1In some places.

29103, Not in others +—Not in others.

29104. T suppose if they could see their way to make more farm-yard
manure it would probably be the best thing they could use for their crofts ?
—1I helieve so.

291035. Better than artificial manure or sea-waret—If they would mix
the sea-ware with the bedding and serapings it would make a good manure,
in my opinion ; but I doo’t know. I should think, however, it would be
better than the bare sex ware,

20106. Have the crofters much difficulty in keeping up a sufficient
supply of peat for fuel I—Itis very plentiful in most places. It would be
difficult in some places, At Awultbea it is rather far away.

29107. Are they sufficiently well supplied with roads for earrying the
peats —They carry the peats on their backs as a rule ; they have no cart
roads to their peats.

29103. Do the men or the women carry them +—Roth, T think.

29109. We have heard the complaint that there is an island which
supplies a quantity of sea-ware beyend what the tenant requires to use
himself, and that the tenant charges for the sea-ware so taken by the
crofters ; wasg that part of the bargain when the tenant took the farm!—
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It was pact of the bargain, I have no doubt, or he would never think of
selling 1t. I know it was part of the bargain.

29110. You know it was included and taken into consideration in fixing
the rent which the tenans paid for the farm %—Yes,

29111, Therefore & consideration would have to be given if this privilege
were taken away from the tenant +-Yes,

20112, Tas the tenant ever expressed any desire to get rid of this
obligation, and to give tu the crofters the {ree use of the sea-ware --——No, I
don’t think so.

29113. Would he be inclived to do it if the proprietor were to come to
soms arrangement with him to reduce his rent by so much, and perhaps
charge the crofters 80 much additional for the privilege #—-I daresay he
would be willing to do that if he got some money.

20114, How long has his lease to run +—About nine years I think,

29115, In making a new arrangement would yuu recominend the pro-
prietor to come to some fresh arrangement, seeing that the present arrange-
ment is ground of complaint to the crofters $-1 am instructed to look out
for that at every vacancy.

29116. And to take advantage of every expiry of lease in order to come
to any arrangement which may be more satisfactory to the erofters +—Yes,
and regulate the sea-ware to everybody.

25117. So as to do away with the grievances which exist at present
Yes.

29118, My Fruser-Mackintosh.—1 think you stated that the population
of the whole of Gairloch was about 3495—on the estate - —-Yes,

29119. And the proportion of those who may be said to belong to the
erofter class is about 3000 %I think so.

29120. And the crofting class hold about 43,000 acres 2— Yes.

29121. Yourteen large sheep farms have 77,000 acres +—1I believe that
is right.

29122, How many people may be living upon these fonrteen large sheep
farms +—1I did not consider that.

29123. Bat taking the crofters off you have about 495 to come and go
upon, how many of these are upon the sheep farms?—I would not like
to say, without considering,

29124. Why did you draw up the exact population of the crofter class
and not the exact proportion upon the other places +—1I drew up the propor-
tion for the crofters and the large sheep farmers by themselves,

29125, But the population you did not+—I took out population
according to the returns required by the Commissioners,

29126. Would there be upon these farms a couple of hundred people —
No, I den’t thiuk so.

29127, There are three forests with an acreage of 38,000 acres +—Yes.

29128, How many peocple will be upon these 38000 acres *—Only
game keepers,

29129. Will there be fifty on the three forests -—There won't be more.

29130, How long is it since these forests were made +—1842,

29131, Were the whole of them made then +—With two small excep-
ticns they were.

29132, Do you know, from asking people who were there before you
came, what land they econsisted of before they were turned into forests §—
Were auy crofters removed, or were the large farms done away with fo
make the forests 3-—The highest parts of the large farms, parts which were
almost useless for sheep, were taken——the worst land on the estate.

29133. And the best for the deer }—1I believe the deer would like good
land toa,
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26134, But can you tell me whether or not there were any people
removed to other parts of the estate in 1842%—I can. There were four
people traunsferred from one small part of the Kenlochewe forest—two
crofters and two cottars—on all the estate.

29135. How many sheep farms were broken up *—There were no entire
farms broken up. There are three deer forests, and part of three farms
were taken.

29136. What are their names 1—One was Kenlochewe or Talladale.

29137, I want to know the names of the farms?—The heights of
Kenlochews was one farm, and part of Talladale and part of Tagan,

20133. You state that, so fur as your observation went, the people
seemed to be better off than they were before, and lived well or dressed
well ; and you stated that some of them did not leave home for six months,
Is it a fact that they seem better off than when you ecame !—1I think they
are.

29139, You also said it was necessary to strike off £3000 of arrears;
does ot that look a3 if the people in arrear wera ill of *—1T don’t know.
Bir Kenneth is very good at striking off the arrears,

29140. Do you think he struck off arrears from those who were not
entitled 7—1I believe he did.

29141. You don't consider that a symptom that people were pretty
poor or unable to pay —This went on for twenty-six years—these arraars,

29142, The £3000 is apread over twenty-six years I—Yes.

20143. How much would that be in a year? £115 a year would it
not 1Tt does not quite come tu two rents.

28144, Do you think that the peuple who have come forward to-day
have any good grounds for the complaints they have made I—They must
know best themselves, but I am surprised that they never spoke to Sir
Kenneth or myself about these matters.

29145, Did you hear some things to-day that you did not know before?
—The complaints wers very trifling, I thiuxk; theyare very smail matters.

28146. Do you think that all the people hers came from curiosity —A
good many of them, I think

29147, Not because they had any serious grievances VI should not
like to say that altogether. I cannot judge other people’s minds,

CrariEs RoBERTSON, Surgeon, Achtercairn (58)-—examined, '

20148, Sheriff Nicolson.—You have lived in this district for a long
time 2—Since 1847—the year of the destitution.

20149. Have you been s pract..ioner all that time %—Not for the last
ten years.

23150, Are you a farmer also?—1I am,

29151. Have you had a farm all the time%—Except for the three first
years.

29152, You are well acquainted with the condition of the people +—1
was at one time, but I have not been going 20 much amongst them of late.

20153, Do you think there has been any material change in their con-
dition 2—When I first came to the country it was in a transition state, and
the people did not depend so much upon manual labour as they do now.
They depended upon their erofts, and fishing ; and the country was isolated,
there were no roads intoit.  Loch Maree road, which opened up the eountry,
has been made since. Since the potato famine the people have not



Minutes of Evidence. 1877

depended so entirely on the crofts and fishing, but have betaken themselves
more to manual Jabour.

29154, Do they go in much larger numbers to the south for work ! —
Yes, I think there is about fifty for every one who went at that time.

29155. Whers do they go chiefly 3-Fo all parts of the conntry—Ross,
Moray, Banff, and even Ayrshire, and some to Roxburgh.

29156. Do the young women go as well as the young men *—They do.

29157. How long do they generally stay away?—Some stay a great
many years and some return again; and some only stay for six months,
The great majority of them only stay six months and return to work their
crofts.

29158. At what time of the year do they go ™—Some go in spring, per-
haps about the end of April ; but most go in May to the feeing markets,

29159. And so far as you know do they contribute considerably in that
way to the support of their families T—Very considerably.

29160. Are they geperally frugal and well-behaved —1 think so.

29161, Have you noticed any improvement in the mods of life of the
people during your acquaintance with them T have ; in dress and educa-
tion and everything there is a great improvement.

29162, Do you think they have less food than before or of & worse
kind +—1I think their food is very much improved. More meal is imported
into the country, and I think they live better than they did in former
days.

29163, What kind of food do they use most of I—Oatmeal, especially
from Banff and Aberdeenskire.

29164, Meat i3 not much used amongst them $—No, not much ; fish is
principally used amongst them.

29165. Have you observed any improvement in their houses and in the
way they keep them +—Yes, a great improvement.

29166. You have heard, I suppose, the various complaints which have
been made to-day ¥-—-Yes, I have,

29167. By the men representing the various districts - Yes.

29168, Do yor know anything of the particular places of which they
speak +—Yes, T know most of the places.

29169. Do you think the grievances have any substantial ground +—In
some instances there may be cause for them. If you could mention any
of the grievances I could speak to them. One of the grievances was sea-
ware. They are very much depeudent upon that for their crofts; but
these farmers are just as dependent, You may say it is an additional rent
what they pay for artificial manures.

29170. YTormerly there was nothing got for the sea-ware —Previous fo
my coming a civil engineer from Banffshire laid out the property into
crofts, and I think it was he who put the rent upon the crofts; the sea-
ware was allocated to different townships at that time.

20171. My Cameron.—Have you any general statement to make which
you think would be benefieial to us in our inquiry, 2nd which you think
should be made known +—XNo, T know of nothing,

29172, Not as to the condition of the crofters 7—Of course it is natural
that the crofters should wish their crofts enlarged ; but I think it would
be much better il a number of them were made labourers and made
dependent en their labour, and fishing villages created as they have been
on the east coast. I know Sir Kenneth has been endeavouring, as the
crofts fell vacant, to enlarge the crofts of those remaining, and there are
gome fn this neighbourhood who have two crofts instead of one, and I
think they are much more comfortable than those who have only one croft
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29173. Do you think they have o sufficient amount of hill pasture, or
would they be the better of more, provided they could not get more arable
ground +—1I don’t think their hill pasture is properly managed ; they don't
keep proper shepherds.

24174. Would you approve of the system of club farms I think se,
T have often advocated club farms such as they have in Skye and Apple-
cross ; I think they are a great improvement upon this system.

29175. Do you think there would be any difficulty in arranging for club
farms being substituted for the present system of management +—There
would be n little, because some of the crofters are poorer thau others, and
they would not be able to pay for their proportion of the stock.

29176. Thatis to say the small crofters with one cow and s stirk would
find it difficult to make an arrangement suitable for the Jarger erofter who
has more cows and more sheep i—Yes,

29177. But could not the difficulty be got over by a system of shares—
if the smaller eroftor had one share end another two or three and so on’—
The small crofter would then lose his proper proportion of the profits.

29178, The club farm would only embrace the hill stock, and would
not interfere with the arable ground +—1I refer to hill stock.

29179. Tf the small farmer put in a fewer number of beasts he youst
oaly expect a smaller share of the profits + -That would be so; but he
pays the same rent for the arable land, and I think it is an advantage to
have a proportionate share of the hill.

20180. But the arable ground wounld not eome into use in this system
of the club farm ; it weuld be independent “—But each arable eroft should
carry & full share of the hill farm. Now say there is & good profit on
sheep—two sheep won't yield the same as five.

29181. You assume that the arable ground is all equal to start with—
Yes, and Isay the share of the hill ground is twenty sheep, and the crofter
having only five would be at a disadvantage with the other man who had
twenty, cven althongh the rent was less, of conrse he would net bave the
profit that the sheep yield.

29182. But where the summing is two cows and twenty sheep for ong,
crofter, and four cows and forty sheep for another, could it not be arranged
that the smaller crofter should have half the profits which the larger one
had +——Yes, but T think the smaller crofter wounld be at a disadvantage.
T think it would be better if the crofters could have an equal number of
cows and sheep ; sheep at any rate.

29183, Practically the difficulty would only be where the crofter had
not his full summing +—Yes,

29184, Where he had his full summing there would be no difficulty +—
No difficulty.

29185, Even although that summing should be much less than that of
the larger crofter +—7Yes.

29186, Because it would be arranged by the mode of shares?—Yes.

29187. To follow that up, as far as your experience goes, are many of
the crofters in such a position that they are not able to keep the stock up
to their full summing, or only a few 7—1I think there would be a great
many of them not able to put stock on.

29188. And therein would be the difficulty of changing the present
gystem into that of a club farm +—Yes.

N29189. And you don't see any way of getting out of that difficulty +—
o

22190. Do the crofters hers show much inclination to fish +—They do.

29191. Do you think that some of them might be established near
fishing grounds, with small crofts, to their advantage +—Yees,
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29192, And to their inclination —Yes. I am aware there were two or
three such villages some time ago, but like others they got very anzious to
possess land, and I don’t think they have prospered or done better than
they did when they had only a small bit of arable land.

29193. Have you had any opportunity of comparing the condition of
the crofters here with those on other estates in the West Highlandst—Yes.

29194. What is the result 4—In Applecross they compare pretty well—
I think they are doing much better in Applecross. I may mention a fact
in regard to Applecross which occurred some time ago. Lord Middleton
purchased my wether lambs, and some of his club tenants were competitors
with him and offered within 6d. of his price. They sent a shepherd and
a hendman from the club farm aeross for the purpose of purchasing the
lambs, :

29195. That speaks highly in favour of club farms -~k does indeed.

29196. Have you compared the condition of the crofters here with that
of those in Skye +—I am not so well acquainted with Skye, but I know of
mnaby club farmers in Skye selling wool to great advantage in Inverness.

29197. The Chairman.—Your were a withess of the great scarcity and
distress preceding Sir John M*Neill's inquiry in 1851 %1 was,

Zui90. You were examined, I believe, before Sir John +—1 was.

29199. You have also been a wituess of the distress here last year +—1I
was,

29200. Was the distress subsequent to 1848-49 more severe than that
cansed by the failure of the crops last year 1—It was more severe, because
labour was not plentiful in the country at the time. The people counld
not get work, and they were not sccustomed to work.  Althongh the
potatoes failed them that year the cereals did not; they did not lose them
as they did last year. In October last there was a gale of wind which
destroyed almost all the cereals in the countiy.

29201. Am [ to understand you that the failure of produce of various
kiuda was greater last year than in 1847-48 7T am not gure that the
failure was so great, but it was nearly so; the failure in cereals was greater
last year.

29202, The grain failure was quite as great last year as previously, but
the psople were better able to withstand the failure than they were before ?
—Yes.

29203. What is that due to +—On account of their being able to get
employment, The spring fishing turned out very well; and Iabour was
wore plentiful throughout the ceuntry ; and not only so here, but a greas
many went elsewhere.

292014, Why was it more plentiful here—what deseription of additional

labour has been created +—In some of the farins they were making roads;
and the proprietor was offering them labour---he offered to give them
employment.

29205. And thoy were more accustomed and able to seek for labour
outside the place — Yes.

29206, Do you think their being better able to suppert the scarcity this
time was at all due to the accumulation of savings —No, T don't think so.
I think it was more owing to the people’s being better able to do some-
thing for themselves,

29207, You don’t think that in the course of these thirty years the
people have sccnmulated any more wealth +—Iu some parts of the parish
they may have done so, hnt in others they have not

29208. Comparing the people of that period with those now, are they.

more weplthy +—I dou’t think they heve, as a whole, accumulated more
wealth,
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29209, Comparing the people physically with those of thirty years ago,
do you think the people at that time were better able to bear hardshipsi
Was their physical eondition superior{—No, I think they are better
accustomed to labour now than they were then.

29210. Do you think they are stronger now #—1I think so.

29211, One of the changes that has taken place in the diet of the people
is that they eat white bread and drink tea, I believe 1—Yes, they are using
tea.
29212, They take far more tea and loaf bread than they formerly did?
-—Yes.

29213, And that has been progressing +—It has.

29214. Do you think this is accompanied by bad efiects at alll Do
you think the substitution of tea and colles for broth and so on has been
an unfortunate and prejudicial change 1 —XNo, because [ do not think tea
is used to such an extent as to be prejudicial,

29215. Do you find the people take as much broth as they used to do
—It is fish they use principally—they don’t use much meat.

29216. Have they the same supply of fish as before %—Yes,

29217. You don’t think the prevalence of luxuries and foreign com-
modities has had any bad effect on their health 7—No.

29218. Is there any form of disease prevalent now; or is thers any
difference in the form of disease compared with what it was{—I think &
low type of disease is prevalent in all parts of Scotland at prasent. It has
been prevailing more than it did in former years.

29219. You remember the state of the country aud the condition of
the people before the great deterioration in the potato ecrop %I do; but
not in this county. 1 am a native of Aberdeenshire,

29220. Do you remember that there was plenty of good potatoes—I
do,

29221, Do you think the great failure in the potato crop all over the
country has been a great misfortune to "people; and have they felt it very
greatly 1-—Well, I don’t think it has been a very great misfortune. I
think the pecple—especially of the west coast—used potatoes and fish, and
now they use more bread ; T mean they depended more on the potato erop
than now, and when the potato failure came they felt it the more,

29223, We have heard a good deal to-day of the great clearances
effected by a Mr Bankes; do you remember these clearances I do.

28223, Were they before you came into the country 3—The great part
of them was after I came into the eountry.

29324, Had these clearances a very sertous and calamitous eflect upon
the population—were they very deeply felt by the people 7—The clearances
were very harsh at the time ; but T think those left behind are in a better
position than they would have been, their crofts are larger, and T think
they are more comfortable than they would kave been had the clearances
not taken place.

29225. Then the clearances were not all effected for the purpose of
forming large farms and deer forests ¥ Did they take place in any degree
in order to improve ths crofts of those who remained behind 7—In some
degree they did.

29325, On the whole, in your long experience, you seem to say thers
has rather been an improvement than a deterioration physically, and
morally perhaps, in the condition of the people '—T think so.

39227, My Fraser-Mackintosh.—Can you give the names of any town-
ships upon Gruinard in which the erofts of the people have been enlarged
by removals I—Sand.

29228. The erofts were increased there +—They were.



Minutes of Evidence. 1881

29229. To the old people —VYes. '

29230. Do you know Lhow many cases of that kind there were—-have
you ever been there 7—Qften.

29231, Can you state how many crofts were improved 1 could not
state how many there were previously, but I know there are not so many
there now. There have been a great many houses pulled down ; aud the
crofters now have what arable land belonged to these houses previously.
In almost all the townships there a number of crofters were removed, and
those remaining possess the land.

29232, Some of the delegates say part of the hill pasture had been taken
from them '—A portion of the hill pasture, T lLave no doubt, was taken
from them, and Drumchork was added to the sheep farm.

29233, In the case of Sand, where you say additions were made to the
arable land, can you say whether or not any of the hill pasture was taken
from them !—I am not aware whether or not there was any hill pasture
taken from them there ; I rather think not.

29234, You said that the physical and matserial state of the people had
improved since your time, and you attributed that, to some extent, to the
fact that they laboured more and were more accustomed to labour —VYes.

29235, Must not that progress, therefore, be entirely due, or almost
entirely, to external resources and not to their native parish —1It is in a
great measure due to external resources,

29336. No great thanks then to the land of their native parish for this
improvement *—No, I think it is in great part owing to the crofters and
their families—to what they earn in other parts of the world.

Rev. Donarp Direwair, Free Church, Poolewe (48)—ezamined.

29237. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.——How long have you been clergyman
here i—Six years,

99238, Are you a native I am a native of Ross-shire-—the other side
of the county.

29239. You have had occasion, during the time you have been minister
Liere, to come very much inte contaet with the people b—Yes, every day.

29240. How many people have you charge of ¥—The congregaticn as a
whole will be close on 2000,

99241, There are two churches in the parish —There are two charges
in Cairloch, and two churches in connection with our charge—one at
Aultbea and the other at I'oolewe,

29242, You have been present to-day and heard what Las been stated
—T have,

23243. Have you taken any part in assisting any delegates from your
neighbourhood in framing any petitions or statements %—No, I tock no
part in framing any of the statements.

29244 At the request of the delegates '—XNo, I refused to do that; but
I met with the people, and said they should appoint their delegates, and I
told them what points they wonld be specially examined on.

29245. Then you left matters entirely to themselves i—T did.

29246. And so far as you are aware bave the matters which have come
bafore us to-day been spontansous emanations from the people themselves
—1 belizve they are entirely.

28247, Do you wish to make any statement —No doubt thers were
some guestions brought up to-day which I knew would be brought up.
One was with respect to rent, I never heard any complaint from any
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of Sir Kenneth’s tenantry about rack rents until the questions abount the
matters before the Commissioners were observed by the people, and then
1 heard of only one individual who complained of his rent being too high.

99248. I suppose I mey take it for granted that as a rule the crofts are
small t—Too small, and the townships too much crowded, [t ia impos-
sible for the people ever to rise out of their poverty in the present condition
of the erofts.

29249, In point of fact, the reat is really earned elsewhere in the
country, or from the sea t—Almost wholly. I only know two or three of
the crofters who can sell to any extent, and the majority of them are uot
able to keep stock on the hill—few of them are able to do so.

29250. Do you think that, upoun the whole, contrasting what théy have
been for the last eizht years with their condition at the beginning of that
period, is their condition better or worse 1—1I would not say there has been
muck chenge in my day; but old people say that the population of the
townships in all perts of the parish has been more than trebled, within
their recollection. And the bill pasture which their forefathers had was
taken from them without any reduction of rent being made; that is th
mniversal cry. Then, as to why they are not bettering this land, Mr
Mackenzie, the manager, brought forward the question of their title to
good cultivation, namely, that there should be trenching, and that the
caschrom or spade should be laid aside for $he mattock and spade. DBut,
then, the people bave a universal feeling that that is not improving for
themselves, and that they have po guarantee that they shall reap much
benefit from it. Some with whom I have been speaking say that they
won’t do it; that they can point to éroft after croft which has been
improved by men who had to pay an extra rent for it perhaps immediately
after, but not on Sir Kenneth’s estate. I never heard of rent being raised
or any obstacle thrown in the way of improving by the present proprietor.
The people all speak kindly of the present proprietor, and there is reason
to do it. But there were farms where there were clusters of crofters
together, and the small patches of land that each had were near to each
other so that good farms could be made out of them. 'We have several
farms down at Aultbea which were turned into large farms, and all the
people turned off the land. The farm of Airds, Dramchork, was one of
these. The poople were turned out of their holdings, and on to the hill-
sides to dig and delve, and they did ot know but when that was torned
into good land they might be again turned away elsewhere.

39251. And that has a discouraging effect upon the people —Yes.

29252, Ts that s comparatively recent affair within the last thirty
years +—It is since the estate left the bands of the Davidsons.

292533, Can you suggest any remedy for the present state of matters—
the crofts being small and the people crowded —Not so long as any new
proprietor may come in and take the land away from the people and turn
them off, and make their hil pasture into large shesp farms,

29254, What I ask is do you see any remedy I—Not unless more land
can be given to the people, and they have a guarantee of compensation, or
a hold of the land for themselves and their descendants,

29255, We find that the acreage of the Gaivloch estate in this parish is
168,000 neres, and that the population is under 4000 ; do you think these
could be re-distributed a little better than they are —Pretty extensive
tracts of cowmtry have been put under deer in our parish. There are the
farms of Fisherfield and Grutnard and Letterewe, but that is not the deing
of the present proprietor, becanse it was in contemplation before he had
possession, Then about Letterewe, the stock was sold off two years ago
I think, '
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29256, Can you give us a rough estimate of the extent of Fisherfield ?
—1I cannot give the extent,

29257. Or of Lestterewe 1—1 eannot give the extont.

29258. Are they separate forests or one combined forest '—T think they
are in one forest ; that is my impression.

29259, Do you know whether any crofters have been removed there?
—No, but I know that some of the land now under deer there was in the
hands of the people thirty years ago for summer shielings, such as Ben-
haschen,

29260, What is Benhaschen just now +—Deer forest.

20261. What is the name of the forest?—I don't know ; it is ealled
Gruinard estate.

29262. Then it comes to this, that in the parish of Gairloch forests are
extending +—Yes.

29263. Do you know how tho people look upon it? Do they look at
the deer forests with the same disfavour as they regard the sheep farms ¥
—Very much like that. Because the large sheep farms are very mnch in
the hands of absentee farmers, and they take out of the place all they can
get and leave very little to benefit the people.

29264. Is there a considerable population upon the estates of Gruinard
and Letterewe still +—Yes, & considerable population.

29265. Upon the whole you cannot say that the state of the erofters is
satisfactory at this moment +—T think it is very unsatisfactory, when there
is no way of their doing better or of improving their condition—that is of
improving their condition at home. They go from home and get their
earnings there.

29266, Wo were told in Sutherland that the only remedy was to send
half of the people away. Do you approve of that remedy 1—I would first
fill the land at home which is under sheep and deer; and then let the
queztion arise when those parts of the country are filled up.

29267. Suppose the crofts were enlarged to the extent the people them-
selves wish, whereby & family could be supported from the produce, would
you be in favour of any strict rule egainst the subdivision of the croft ¢—
I thiuk subdivision is increasing the poverty more and more. It is the
ruin of the crofters.

29268. Do you think if such a thing were done the people who suffer
go much from subdivision wonld be inclined to strictly adhere to this rule
and keep the croft entire i—Family feelings influence them greatly, and a
father having, perhaps, his son beside him would be very anxious to get
leave to divide his croft and give a share of it to his son. I believe law
would be reguired to control feelings of that kind.

29269, You think it would not do to trust to the feelings of the people?
—1It would not de at all.

39270. Mr Cameron.—You mentioned that you told the people what
points they would be examined upon. I suppese you mesn you told them
what poiats they would probably be examined upon +—1 took wmy ene from
the newspapers with regard to that; from the manper in which the
delegates were examined in other districts,

29271. Did you recommend what they were to say +—No, I did not
tell them what to say; they asked me to put what they had to say on the
paper, but I declined.

29272, You did not tell them what to say +—No, wo have had con-
versations, and I have given my opinion, but T did not dictate to any person.

29273. You meutioned that the hill pasture was taken away forty years
ago +-T don’t know what year.

20274, There hae been no hill pastore taken away within forty years - -
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There is one of the delegates whe was here to-day who can speak to
that. :

29275. Tut the principal portion of the hill pasture to which yon have
been referring was taken away forty yeara ago —The shielings were taken
8WaY.

2?},276. A large quantity 3—Yes, but there was hill pasture taken away
more recently.

29277. Do you think the crofter of the present day, as a matter of fact,
suffers from the hill pasture baving been taken away from his father more
than forty years ago 3—OF course, just as any son will suffer from the loss
of any privilege which his father had, and which he might expect to in-
herit.

29278. Would you go no further back than forty years, or would you
say hill pasture taken away cighty years ago was o detriment also +—When
it makes it impossible for 2 man now to live as comfortably as his father
did when Le bad the hill pasture. When the portion left to him as his
share dwindles down from one-twalth to one-twentietk, he cannot live upon
it and bring up a family.

29279, I agree with you. Dut while that could apply to a man who
had his hill pasture taken away from him last year, would it apply to a
man whose pasturs was taken away 40 or 100 years ago? Would you
not fizx some limit within which a man has by experience, or his father's
experisnce, managed to get on without it +—XNo doubt some have managed
to get on. On the hill here he may get on by adding the fishing to what
he had at that time; but now the townships have been so crowded that
there is no way of getting on.

29280. Bat the townships wers more crowded long apo?—No. When
these shielings were taken from them, and when the erofters were put ont
of the other townships, that the latier might be turned into larger farms,
the existing townships were overcrowded.

29281. But you don't feel inclined to draw any limit as to the remote-
nesz of the peried from which yon may date the deterioration of the
people—you think the pzople suffer from what was done 100 years agoi
——Not so far back, We have men here to-day who were themselves de-
prived of these hill pastures, and who have been dwindling down ever since,

29232, Within the life of a generation people have deteriorated, but
you are not prepared to go beyond that ?—I have not thought of it.

29283. You don't thick it is a better test to take the actual condition
of the men, and the area of arable ground and stock he keeps, and the
rent he pays. Don't you think that is a better test than to louvk at what
happened so many years ago? Would you not rather take these, and see
whether the hill pasture is proportionate to the arable ground and the rent
proportionate to all of them, and take that as the basis upon which yon
would estimate whether 2 man is comfortable or not —But I find the rents
remain the same while the land is being taken from them.

29284 Butif the reut represents a fair value for what the man is in
the enjoymeat of, would not that satisfy you 7—Yes, if there were suflicient
land that men could live on it. But when the land is such that a man
caunoct live upon it or bring up a family on it, he cannot attend fully to
his land nor to any other business,

39235, Your idea is that the man should be a farmer entirely and have
& orolt large enough fo support himself and his family withont fishing or
extra labour +—It would only be then that I could say the ecrofter popu-
lation were comfortable.

29286, Then in order to bring about that happy state of things what
would you suggest -1 hope I am not understood as referring to hill
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pasture or land being taken from Sir Kenneth’s tepantry ; I don't under-
stand that, with respect to the population generally the townships must be
broken up to a eertain extent, and as crvfts became vacant—the people
may give them up—the other erofts should Le made larger and the peorile
in the town fewser, or the poverty will contidue.

29247. You recommend that it should be done by 2 gradual process -—
[t would be difficult to begin otherwise without dealing bharshly with

eople.
¥ 29288. Would not that take a long time?—Not long in some town-
sLips.

29239. But if you take the crofts only as they full vacant you wiil, of
course, have to wait a good many years?-—It changes very often. It
would be a very difficult matter to romove some of those whoe are already
in possession,

29290, Might you not take advantage of a large sheep farm occupied
by a sheep farmer, or a deer forest, and then, when a suitable opportunity
vceurs, might you not place sume of the crofters there ?— The difficulty
would be for them to stock it,

29291, You see no way out of the dificulty except waiting for occasional
vacancies amongst the crofterst—1 think so.

29292, The Chairman.—Don’t you think it might occasionally be
possible, without transferring the people to new places and imposing upon
them the necessity of new buildings and stocks, to inerease the arca of the
existing holdings by adding land taken from the large farms adjacent to
the existing holdings —In some townships that could not be done.  And
then the matter of cultivation of the land would be a difficult matter for
the people. They could not, except for a short time in winter, trench or
take in any new land,

29293. Yoo don’t think they could add by their own industry to the
area of the existing holdings if the land were offered --No, I don't think
ngny of them could,

JouN Mackexnzie, Crofter, Laid (74)—examined,

29394, Sheriff Nicolson.—You have a written statement?—Yes. 7T
¢ the Royal Crofter's Commission, Laid, 31st July 1883, My Lord and
¢ (Fentlemen—I1 beg most respectfully to submit to your consideration
¢ that the people of Laid, whom I repressnt, are in poor eircumstances—
¢ deeply in debt to the proprietor and the local merchants, They are 2ll,
¢ with very few exceptions, crofters and fishermen, and their lots are small,
“and for some time back unproductive—now in a good season, the crops
¢ shall searcely sapport the people for six months, They humbly ask
¢ increase of land, both arable and pasture, fixity of tenure, compensation
¢ for improvements on land, offices, and dwelling houses, and the con-
¢ struction of a harbour at Laid, which is a most suitable place for a fishing
¢ atation—there is not another more s0 on the west coast. A great fishing
¢ industry might be created here—shoals of fish pass and repass our coast,
‘ but we cunnot get to them for want of shelter and proper accommodation
¢ to boats on our shore. Our fishermen, wherever they fish, go as far to
‘gea as others, and those who go from this locality to Wick and tle east
¢ coast for hire are in the greatest demand, and get the highest wages in
* these great centres of fishing industry. These facts are notorious, and
¢ prove that they have energy, skill, and aptitude for marine pursnits
¢ inferior to none; but as soon as they refurn home they are under the
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“ necessity of hauling their boats ashore for the want of proper guays.
¢ And the few who venture to fish here, in the winter season, lose too often
¢ their boats and flabing materials. The bay of Gruinard is magnificent,
¢ both broad and desp and protected by a breakwater of beautiful islands,
‘ but the landing port at Laid is dangerous in storiny weather, and always
¢ destructive to boats, but could be made an excellent harbour. Very
‘ recently a boat from Ullapool, while entering our port, having on boaril
¢ two clergymen and twelve other passengers, in day light and comparatively
¢ calm weather, struck on a rock and instantly sank in the deep water, the
*two ministers were good swimmers, and by their prompt and active
¢ agsistance, with the willing help of others who happened to be near—all
¢ the lives were saved, but some never recovered from the shock. The
¢ proprietor, Mr Bankes, and Mrs Bankes are benevolent and truly kind to all
¢ on their estates, and live among us, which we counsider a great blessing—
¢ but they eannot make us all comfortable farmers—therefore oar atteation
¢ ig principally directed to the abandant and inexhaustible treasures of the
¢ gea for a livelihood, 'We hope with great confidence that this auspicions
¢ event—the visit of the Royal Commission—is the harbinger of the boon
¢ wo ask, viz, the construction of a safe and commodious harbour at Laid
* by state aid, local effort is oub of the question for such an undertaking.
¢ Emigration here is unpopular—the people are attached to their native
¢ place, and shall not leave it if they can.-—JomN MacxExzIE, delegate
¢ from Laid.’

295205, Did yon write this paper +-No.

29296, Who wrote it —The schoolmastar of the place.

29297, Were all the people met when you were elected their delegate
to come hare —Yes.

29298. f suppose all the young men are away at the fishing +—Yes, the
greater number ure away.

29299. Where are most of them just now }—Somse are at Wick, some
at Fraserburgh, and some at Peterhead.

29300. 1 supposs none of the old men go to the east coast fishing $-—
Yes, the old go too.

29301, Do you think a good harbour might be made at Laid¥—
There is no better site than in the bay of Laid.

29302, What side of the bay is it on —This side of the bay.

29303. What wind is it most exposed to 7—It opens to the north and
north-east.

29304, Is it sheltered from the west and south-west 7—Yes.

29305. Have you any large boats there, or are they the amall boats of
the west coast?—Yes, we have large boats; but they are away at tho
fishing just mnow. There are three or four large boats belonging to the
place.

20306 Do these belong to the men themselves }—Yes,

29307, What did they cost them }—£120 or thereabout.

29308. Are they of the same kind as the Wick boats —Much the same
as the Wick and Peterhead boats.

29309. How many men are in each +—Six.

20310. Are they all partners in a boat}—There are five that have
ghares in the boat, and they hire the sixth man.

29311. What do they do with the boats when they come back from the
fishing 7—JIf there is any winter fishing in the lochs they go to fish there,
They have the boats up high and dry in the winter,

29312. Could a pier be made at a moderate expenec about the bay of
Laid —All quays cost money; but there would be an admirable basin
within it if & quay were built where I have mentioned,
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29313, Would a rough stone quay, made with lime or mortar, be of any ~ ROSS,

use —Yes, there are very good stoves ; it might do very well, —
20314, Have you anything of the kind at all%—No. If there were PoorEwe.
such a guay the loss < { life would not be so grest. We remember a boat John

full of herring being brought in, and she could not make a landing here, Mackenzie,
and they attempted to round the point and wers never heard of more.

28315, Was any attempt to build & quay ever made at this place =
Never,

29316. Did they never ask the proprietor to assist them in getting up
a quay to protect themselvest—Well, he put a bit of a guay up in the
place where the steamer calls—a small place where a vessel can scarcely
come in at all times of the tide.

29317, I suppose the kind of quay mentioned in this paper would he a
pier with a breakwater, behind which the boats could lie in any wind ; is
that the idea 7—Yes, a quay that would afford safety for the big boats,

20318, How many boats are there 7—There are about ten boats belong-
ing to the districs, but they cannot approach the shore when the wind
blews from the north,

29319. How many families are there in Laid —Twenty.

29320, Would that harbour be of use to any townships round about as
well as to your own }—Yes, it would suit the district about as well.

29321. The Chairman.—What kind of boats did they use when you
were & young man I—Boats of thirty or forty feet keel

99522, And how large are those they use now 7—Twenty-five or thisty
feet when I was young, and now they are thirty-five to forty. They were
open when I was young, now they are decked.

29323, Do yvu approve of the decking?—I consider the decked boat
the best ; the most powerful

29324, What other kind of boats do the fishers here nse besides those,
Do you fish for lobsters -—Fourteen to eighteen feet keel boats.

203953, What fishing are they for I—Lobater and long line fishing ; and
all sorts of fish about the shore,

29326, Do you use the smaller boats still#—No, none smaller than
fourteen feet.

20327, Youn have just the two classes of boata 7—Yes,

29328, What wood are the large boats made of I—Larch fir; we get
them from Wick and Peterhead.

Joax MLrax, Crofter, Sand, Gruinerd (72)—examined,

99329, The Chairman.—Do you remember before the clearances were John MTean.
made on the Gruinard estate$--I remember of the estate being beld by
five proprietors—the two Davidsons, Heory and Doncan, and three
Bankes’s; I remember when the people were evicted from the estate. That
was done in old Baukes’s time.

29330, When the people were evieted what became of the old arable
ground from which they were turned out +—The land was taken by other
peoplz. The chamberlain we had at the time took £30 worth of our
grazings unknown to the proprietor and gave it to other people. The
arable ground of those who were cleared away was given to people who
were in the place.

29331, Did the people who remained in the place benefit by the others
being turned out +—T cannot tell  The people are in that place yet.
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29332, Did the cottars who had no land before get the places which
were vacated by those who were driven out $—Some of those who received
land wete cottars without land; others were crofters there, and their
holdings were enlarged.

29333. Are the holdingsin this place—Sand—rather better than usnal ¢
—1I cannot tell whether the erofts are better or not. They were injurel
by the pasture ground being taken away ; and the rent is high.

29334 I sce there are two big crofts, one belonging to Alexander
Mackenzie and another to the widow of Donald Mackenzie—how wers
those big erofts formed t—They are not much better since the hill was
taken from them and low ground was taken from them—what they had
for the cattle.

29335. Are these two people comfortable in their crofts i—Middling,
but the hill is taken from them.

29336. What sort of houses have they—slated houses 1—No, very poor
houses.

29337, Oune, I see, pays £21 7 —Well, the house ia not a great deal.

29338. Has the widow not a good house +—=She has an ordinary house.
The house would do ¥ the land were good; but it is not good.

Oscoop Hexry MACBENZIE, Propristor and Farmer, Inverewe (41)—
ezamined.

29339, 7The (hairman.—The last witness told us that their fishing
boats were made in whole or in part of larch wood. I see you have been
an extensive planter ; have you ever made any estimate of what the value
of the wood would be in this country +—No, I have not. At present I
think the price of the wood is very low; much lower than what it was
BOMe years ago.

29340. Is that the case even with larch wood %—1I cannot say. I have
never sold any wood ; my wood is all young; but I think it is all low,

29341. You have probably planted your wood with a view to ornament §
—Yes ; and the trees are quite young.

29342. How do you find the larch thrive "—Tt thrives very well in some
parts, but I have planted it in rather bad soil. I think, however, planting
would do a great deal of good to the country.

29343. And would e eveatually profitable ?—I think so,

29344, If you bad, at the present time, larch in a state of maturity,
would you not find a good market for the sale of the trees I—T have heard
that the market is not good for any kind of wood—uot very good.

29345. Dut is there not 2 considerable improvemeut going on in the
building of better housesi—7Yes, all the new houses are good compared
with what they were.

29346, And should that not create 2 demand for timbet —It should.

20347, Have you planted a great deal of hard wood besides larch I—
No, T have planted but little altogether. If I had more money I should
like to plant thonsands of acres, but it iz rather expeunsive work.

29348. Planting involves not only the employment of labour, but s
good deal of parmanent labour +—A great deal. That can be seen in Loch
Broom, which will give work for many years, and it has given a good deal
of employment in Gairloch for many years.

20349, Is the wood cut on the Gairloch estate used for the domestic
purposes of the country as well ag for roofing +—Yes,

29350. Also for fencing 7—Yes, for the posts.
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20351. Is fencing increasing now in the country I—Very much ; every-  ROSS.
body wants fences, even the crofters. o

29352. So that the demand for stocks for wire fences wonld alone make
a considerable market for the small wood t—Fxcept when people areQsgood Henry
usil:ig iron entirely. In this wet climate wood soon rots when it is not Mackenzie.
good.

29353, Are you a sheep farmer$—I am to a small extent.

25354, What kind of sheep 2—About eight hundred cheviots.

29353, We have heard a great deal about the deterioration of the pasture
in this country owing to the extensive use of sheep upon the ground, is
that consistent with your experience ¢-—There is no doubt abous it.

29356. What do you attribute that to 7—Because the sheep feed during
the day time and go up and lic on the rocks at night and leave the manure
there ; whereas cattle always lie an the best places at night.

29357. You mix the cattle and sheep%—7Yes, but I have only lately
taken to cattle.

29358. Do you find the introduction of cattle both useful to the pasture
and profitable in the market 1—Tt is certainly useful to the pasture, but I
don’t know that there will be much profit made out of them,

20359, What class of cattle do you use ' —Puré West Highland. g

29360. Do you find that sherthorn crosses are Leing introducéd hered
—We have not tried them here, but it is a very good cross.

29361. Has anyone tried it %—XNobody in this parish.

29362. Do you think it is likely to be tried I don’t think it is very
likely ; it is so troublesome to be constantly buying in fresh Highland
heifers,

29363. You would not like to see the cross propagate itself 1—1 don's
think that is a very good system, getting cross bulls to the crosscows. It
has not been found good with sheep.

29364, Isthere any improvement visible in the crofters’ stock +—A great
improvement,

29365. So that they are getting better prices m—Yes, four times what
they got thirty-five years ago.

29366, Mr Cameren.—What other employment have the people besides
what they obtair on their own crofts in this district—apart from the wood
planting +—Very little indeed.

29367. I suppose, except upon Sir Kenneth’s estate and upon his own
works, there is, practically, noue at all +—Very little. I give 2 little, and
Mr Dankes used to give 2 little, but nothing to benefit the people in any
way.
g9368. Do they get much employment from shooting tenants +—A
good deal, for a short time,

29369. That only lasts while the shooting tenants are here +—Some of
them have gardeners.

29370. Do tourists employ meany —Yes, a good many are employed by
hotel keepers—they are employed as boatmen for the fishermen,

20371. Ang it gives them a fair market for eggs and poultry +—Yes, it
has raised the prices.

29372, Wkat do they get for eggs at the present time +—About 6d. a
dozen,

29373. And when the eattle were so cheap they got much less I
suppuse 1 remember then getting 2d. a dozen.

20374, What do they get for a chicken +—One shilling.

29375. It was mentioned in the examination of the first wilness that
the manager kept a shop in the village of Strath Gairloch +—That was a
mistake ; he certainly did not. 6

D

PooLewe,
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ROSS. 29376. Do you know anything about the privileges which the manager

S has I —He has no privilege whatever.

— 29377, Has anybody on Gairloch estate the right to keep a shopt—
Oszaod Henry Every one,

Mackeuzie. 29378. The Chairman.—IYs there any of the land in this parish now
occupied as a deer forest which would be available for planting trees +—I
don’t think there is very much in the parish. 'There is a great deal of
Iand under sheep available for planting, but I don’t think there is any
under deer,

29379. You think there is very little forest area’—Very little of
QGairlech or of Kinlochewe.

29330. Are remains of trees found in the bogs and mosses t—Yes, very
large magaificent trees.

29381, Of what kind +—Almost all Scotch fir, but some oak.

29382, Mr Fraser-Mackintosh,—You have no crofters yourself —No.

29383. What is about the acreage of your estate -—About 13,000 acres,

29384. Did the whole of it onee belong to the Gairloch family I—None
of it, except Kernsery.

29385, To whom did Inverewe belong+—To Sir George Mackenzie of
Coul.

293%6. In former times, before it came into your possession, were there
not a number of small tenants in it +—Yes.

99387. Were they removed all at one time or at different times?—I
think there were three sets of tenants removed within the memory of man.

29388. You stated to Lord Napier you thought thers was not much
of the acreage under deer that would plant, and you immediately added
that the bogs were filled with wood &—Yes,

293589. Is not that a little inconsistent &—Where there is a great depth
of wet peat you would require to remove that or drain it before trees
would grow, because the trees are mostly on the hard, the peat has grown
since.

29390. But that would enly apply to peat bogs?—Yes.

29391. Is there any reason why larches should not grow on the bogs?
~—There are a great many hard bits that would grow Seotch fir. T meant
to say I did not think the deer forests in Gairloch were suitable—probably
from their being on the higher ground and poor soil

293932. You have been present all day +—7Yes.

29333. And have heard all the people have stated —TYes.

29394. Can it be considered that the present position of the erofters
in this parish, apart from the earnings they make in the south, is satisfac-
tory —No; I don’t think so. We are always liable to poverty.

28395, Can you suggest any remedy +—1 should saggest that they
shonld be encouraged to emizgrate, and that fishing villages should be made,

29396. Sherif Nicolson.—You heard the witness from Laid speak
of the want of a harbour for fishermen there; do you think there is,
about the coast bere, a want of accommodation to encourage fichermen - —
Yes.

29397, Are there any particular places you would consider eligible for
the erection of a quay +1I think Melvaig and Laid.

29398. Would it afford accommodation and protection to a large district
of fishormen 1—Yes, there are three large crofter townships there, which
might be made much more comfortable if they had a pier.

29399. Could it bLe done without any great expenditure of money +—1I
think the Laid one might, but that at Melvaig would be more costly.

29400. The Chairman.—Is there any natural reef that could be used
as a foundation +—There is a rock which runs out, and, if there were a
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littls bit put ot a¥ right angles from it ; it might make a good hreakwater.  ROSS
Laid is about three miles from Aultbea. —
29401, Sher(ff Ficolson.—Do you think if a considerable number of the L CCLEWE.
erofters devoted themselves more exclusively to the fishing it would be an ogooﬁmy
advantage to them %I think it would. I think they would be better Mackenzie.
fishers, and the others would be better crofters.
29402. Has the mode of fishing here improved during your experience !
—1I should say not very much. There is one place at Isle Horrisdale
where the people are more energetic. I don’t think they are very ensrgetic
at present.
29403, The Chairman.—Can you suggest any reason for the superior
energy of the people there +—1t is difficult to say what the reason is. They
had very little land there ; they were on an island—and had ouly a bit of
putato land, and generally no cow, I think.

Marcoy MLeNwaR, Crofter, Melon Charles (64), assisted by KeNNeTH
M‘LEax, Crofter, Melon Charles (60)—examined.

29404, The Chatrman.—Have you a statement which you wish to read ¢ _Malcolm
—We have :—* The chief cause of our strajtened eircumstances is that we aﬁ[l Iff:;‘;;’th
* have too little land. Owing to this we cannot work the land so as to do A\ Lean.
‘it justiee. We have all the land we have coutinually under erop.  The
¢ land cannot keep a stock of cattle sufficient to supply it with manure,
* We cannot have any part of it under grass. The soil is thin in many
¢ places, and rocky, and some of the lois are under two acres. Before
¢ the last division, twenty-five erofters held what is now occupied by fifty
¢ families; there are besides nine cottars who have no land. The twenty-
¢ five crofters had the whole land for £110; we do not know the exact
“rent puid now, but we know it is much jncreased. Between £30 and
¢ £60 are now paid for the hill pasture, which the twenty-five crofters had
“free. The best part of the hill pasture is now given out as lots, and no
¢ reduction made in the rents. We had Government money for reclaiming
‘the land. We got the value of the work we did in meal; the interest
¢ of this money is still a burden on us, though we were told at the time it
“wonld be paid up in twenty years. It is right to add that all these
‘ changes were made before the present proprietor came to the estate—
‘ the greater part when Sir Kenneth was a8 minor—by the trustees and
¢ factors. There have been no changes in Sir Kenneth’s time. We most
¢ willingly give him credit as being a kind, considerate, and benevolent
“landlord.—Marcory MLEnxax, delegate, from North Melon.’

29405. Mr Cameron.—You say that the rents have not been increased
of late years, when was the last increase *—Forty years ago ; it was before
Sir Kenneth's time,

20406. When was the division of the lands -—At the same time.

29407. The rents were increased when the division took place T—VYes,

29408. Have you any idea as to what the crofters would like to get+—
The young people wish for more land, and the old people wish for cheap
land, as cheap as it was when their fathers possessed it.

99409. You mean that the young people would like to get more land
and to pay a fair rent for itT—Yes, they would expect that; but they
don’t see the land suitable for them within reach.

29410. What happens in your district when a vacancy oceurs from
death and a man has no son - Kenneth M Lean.—The regulation is that
if the next door crofter should be a suitable man, and cculd take up the
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croft, it would be added to his. Dut it almest always happens that it is
given to another man, The wish of 8ir Kenneth would be to increase
the crofta.

29411. Does the other man come in from another place +—It iz a new
man perbaps from the same township.

294112, Is the new man a cottar or where does he come from T —Anyone
will get it wlo is on Sir Kenuneth’s own estate. He will choose the one
who is most suitable for it.

25413, And what becomes of the croft when the man leaves I—Another

ots it. .
& 29414, Another crofter is brought on to Sir Kenneth's property from
another estate I—XNot now ; it was so once.

29415. So that as the joining together of the crofts goes on, each crofter
will have more land -—No, I cannot see how that would be possible unless
something would come in the way to diminish the people.

29416, Are thero many cottars in your place%—Thers are a few, but
there were more formerly than there are now,

29117, How do they earn their living +—Fishing of all kinds, and any-
thing else that may turn up. ’

29418. Do you consider your rent fair?—We do not know very much
about it, but a good while ago thers was money advanced to trench the
land, and at that time we were promised—it was during Sir Kenneth's
minority—that tlie interest charged would cease in twenty years; but the
interest is continued.

29419. I suppose the value of the improved land is the same &s it was
ten years ago+—So far as T can judge of that—T am not a very good
farmer—-the land is not so good as it was some ten years agn. It has been
successively eropped since I was a boy at least. The amount of the arable
land is so small that we cannot give any portion of it rest. There are a
few who are beginning, now and again, to leave portions of it out to rest,
in the belief that the remaining portion will yield better crops than the
whole would have done by continnons cropping.

23420, The Chairman.—We were told by the previous witness that Mr
Donald Mackenzie, manager on the Gairloch estate, was in the babit of
trading in cattle. Can you tell us anything about that. Did you ever
bear of it =T have heard of it before.

29421, Has Mr Donald Mackenzie got a croft or small farm in his own
oceupancy +—1I believe he has some land about his house, but not a large
extent of it

29423, When Mr Donald Mackenzie purchases cattle, does he purchasa
them in the open market from everybody, or does he go round and ask the
crofters to sell him their cattle}—I can tell very littla about it; but I
remember his buying two cows in my own place, and I know the people
who sold them were not in arrears or in debt, and that they rather pressed
him to buy them thap otherwise. I cannot tell anything more about it.

29423. Is there any dissatisfaction felt in connection with his practice
in this respect :-—He didn’t buy much in the district where I am, and I
mever heard a word of complaint abeut it,

2M24 Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—Would it be safe or prudent for them
to complain —If he oppressed them in any way it would be quite prudent
of them to complain of it.
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Dorarp Macrexzie, Manager —recalled.

29423, The Chairman.—As the statement was voluntarily made by the
Jast witaess, I wish you to heve an opportunity to explein about this
alleged custom of purchasing cattle #—1 hold a farm in the low country—
abont 100 acres arable ;—and I also hold about 190 acres of pasture here,
8 small island which was taken off a large farm, and about 110 acres
at my own house ; and I never bought a beast yet on the (airloch estate
or anywhere else except with hard eash and with the full eonsent of the
geller ; indeed, T have been pressed to buy cattle, but would not accept of
them urless they suited me.

29426. Where i3 this low country farmt—On the Conon estate, in
the parish of Urquhart.

20427, And you buy cattle to take them there and feed them 2—No, T
buy them when I require a cow te kill, or a few beasts for grazing. I buy
them sometimes and keep them on my own grass and sell them again ; but
I never bought an animal for which I did not pay hard cash like any other
man, I am not a cattle dealer.

29428. And you do this with the full knowledge and counsent of Sir
Kenneth 7—Yes; I don't know what the meaning of this ery is.

20429. Mr Cameron.—Iu the course of these purchaszs has it never
happened that you have endeavoured to buy beasts from a crofter, and have
failed in the matter of price, and that he kas sold them te somcbody else
—Yes. Tbuy cattle in the market. I don’t make a habit of buying
cattle. I buy a few in the year; Idon’t remember when I bonght s beast
from a crofter. ’

29430, But you have bargained with a crofter as you have done with
other people I—Yes.

20431, And if you didn't agree about the price the crofter has not sold
you the beast +—7Yes, that is so.

29432. And you have dealt with the crofter as any other eattle buyer
would deal +—Quite se; and I dou't find it a bit easier te buy better from
a crofter than from anyone else. They are guite able to take care of them-
selves.

29433, Mr Froser-Mackintosh.—Do you consider it consistent with
your office to transaet or deal with people who are very much under you in
this way, in buying their apimals T—I have never made a practice of it.

29434, Dv you consider it consistent with your office as factor or
ground-officer to trausact, with crofters and people who are dependent on
your good will, in the'matter of buying beasts from them I would not
consider it right to do it to any extent; but I think it would be rather
hard if a fellow might not buy a cow or a stirk once or twice in a year.
1t is so little that I really do, that there could be nothing said about it.
I don't believe it would be right fo do it to any extent on a large scale.

29435, Have you been reading the reports of the evidence given in
Skye —Yes,

29436. And you observed that complaints were made that the factors
or bailifis were in the habit of buying and selling cattle +—Yes.

29437. Do youn not deal in meal considerably %—1I will tell you how I
did with it. I brought meal home some years ago for the work people,
and T gave it to them so cheap that I was bothered by other people, and
that is more the people’s fault than mine. I was anxious for several years
to get out of it. I would be glad to give the trade up.

29438. Do you deal in anything else but meal +—1 supply all the
crofters and farmers with seed, and the hotel-keepers with corn.
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29439. You have a regular store +—I have not.

29440, Where is it stored %It is not stored at all. [ get orders for it,
and people come to the steaners and take it away.

29441. But you get & commission I do.

29442, Do you state positively that Sir Kenneth Mackeunzie is aware
of thesc transactions of yours +—1 think he is ; everybody is aware, I think.

29443, Are you aware of any dissatisfaction belug expressed in any
manner by people of the district at your dealing in this maoner t—bo
you mean by the people

294144, Yes—The reverse of that. They complain that I wont have
more dealings with them; and I should be glad if you took any man
at random, n the crowd, and examine him upon that peint.

29445. The Chairman.—Y think it is fair, as you have said, that we
should do that.

Joun Maoponsrp, Crofter, Opinan (39)--examined.

29448, The Chairman.—1 see you have a statement}—Yes.—* We,
¢ the undersigned tenants of Sir Kenneth 8. Mackenzie, Dart., are very
¢ much surprised, grieved, and disappointed, to hear for our own and others’
¢ gakes that an attempt is proposed to be made in the interest of certain
¢ ghopkeepers alone, to object to Mr Donald Mackenzie supplying the
‘ tenantry with a change of seed cats annually, as be has been kindly
¢ doing to our very great benefit for some time past. Were it not for Mr
¢ Mackenzie, the one-half of the ground on this property would not be
“laid down; he is also a public benefactor in various other ways—for
¢ instance, he has compelled the meal-dealers to reduce the price of their
* meal very considerably, while, at the same tine, he invariably kept very
¢ superior meal, and, whether people haid money or not to pay for it, he
¢ always supplied them ungrudgingly. Moreover, Mr Mackenzie, for the
¢ convenience and great benefit of the Gairloch estate tenantry, kept eight
¢ guperior bulls, for the use of which he makes a very moderate charge ;
“but at the same time he never objected to the tenants keeping bulls
¢ themselves of the right kind, if able and willing to do so. Through his
¢ jnstrumentality the breed of stock has greatly improved, and fetched
* better prices In the markets than formerly, as we all very well know
¢ and appreciate. The Royal Commissioners and the outside public would
¢ have heard moro of poverty in Gairlech, were it not for the forethought,
¢ consideration, and kindness of Mr Mackenzie. FEvery person interested
* in the prosperity and well-being of the people of Gairloch would be sorry
¢ that anything should be said or done against Mr Mackenzic's transactions,
‘to dissuade him or discourage him in any way.” Signed by Jonws
MacPHERSON,

29447. Who wrote this7—A lady belonging to the place was the writer,
but we ourselves are the authors of it

29448, Thirty-six signatures, all made by the people 1-—Yes, these are
the genuine signatures of the people.

20449. You never heard any complaint amoug the tenantry with regard
to the dealings of Mr Mackenzie in meal +-No. It is from him I buy
my seed oats and guano. I have taken these things from him as a
crofter for the last five years, and if I could get them oheaper anywhere
else I would go there.

29450. Have you more confidence in the quality of the seed and the
guang, because you get it from the factor fur the estate —No, not par-
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ticularly because it is supplied by the factor, but because it twrns out
well every year.

28451, Dut surely you have always got the factor here whom you could
reproach if it were not good. Is it not an advantage to have it on the
spot I—I wounld take it from the one that I could ges it best from, and
cheapest,

29452, Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—How was it known beforehand that
any such statement as that was to be made here to-day +—We lieard it
remarked about a week ago; and we were afraid it might be brought up,
and we thought if it were brought up, the effect of it would be that he
would cease to supply us.

29453, Would you like to see the business and mercantile transactions
in Gairloch under the factor and ground officer 11 cannot exactly tell
ebout that, but I know that it is from him that T get my own supplies.

29454, Would you or would you not like to see the mercantile transac-
tions of Gairloch in the hands of the factor 11t is quite possible that, if
it were entirely in the hands of the factor, it might be the worse for ns—
that is quite possible ; but at present there is vpposition—and perhaps I
may get advantage of it.

29455, I3 it not more likely that the fact of business being carried on
by the factor and ground ofticer will kill all eppesition than the reverse +—
That might be, but when there are a good number of merchants, as there
are, there is opposition, and we get the advantage ; we go to the cheapest
man.

29456. The factor, then, is underselling the other merchants +—1I think
he is.

29457. You say in this paper the complaint has been made in the
interest of certain shopkeepers alone ; who are the shopkeepers ?—1I cannot
tell who the traders referred to are, but we heard that traders were com-
plaining that he was injuring their trade, and we did not want that he
should be put down because we considered him the better man,

29458. Did sny of the traders appear here to-day —Not as delegates,
that I am aware of,

29459, What was the meaniug of getting up this poper then t—The
reason of getting up the paper was, that we heard the matter was to be
taken up as against the factor to-day, and we thought perhaps the effeet of
it might be used against him in such 2 way that he would cease to trade,
and we consider him the best trader of them all. F¥or five years T have
Leen taking supplics from the same man, and I would net get credit from
another man.

29460. By whom was it supposed that the matter wounld be taken up
against the factor since no delegate from the shopkeepers has appesred +—
I cannot name any man who was to have taken up the matter to-day.
We were told the matter was to be taken up in the interests of the local
merchants.

99461, Have the local merchants no right to make a compiaint 3—Yes,
and they have the right to make it here.

29462, Have they done so today I—I did aot hear it.

[ApsourxNED.}
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SHIELDAIG, ROSS, WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 1, 1883,
Present —

Lord Nariek and ETTRICK, K.T., Chairman,
Sir Kexxeta 8. MackENzIE, DBart.

DoxaLp Caxmerox, Esq,, M.P. of Lochiel,
C. Fraser-Macrixtoss, Esq., M.P.

Sheriff N1corzgox, LL.D.

Professor Macrisyox, MLA,

Kexwvers MACKENZIE, Seaman and Fisherman, Shieldaig (50} —examined.

29463, The Chairman.—Ilave you been elected a delegate —Yes, for
those who lost their houses by the former proprietors in this village.

29464, Was there a public meeting 7—There is no one in the village of
the old race that would make a public meeting but widows and poor
people, and that sort. It is not the present sort in the village that are the
old residents.

29465. But there are some heads of families +—Yes, and there are some
of them here.

29466. How many chose youl—Four or five.

29167. How many heads of families do you think there are payiog rent
in the village —I think six or seven.

29468. Have you got a statement?—XNo, I have no business on the
iand but for fishing and trading by sea.

29469, Make your verbal statement—say what you have to say?—1I
would prefer to say it in the Gaelic. The village of Shieldaig was built in
1300 under authority of the king. No person could be got to build it
until the year 1810, when strict orders came that it must be built ; unless
they would build the village within three years they would require to quit
it. This is the reason why it was built: L will read it myself.—* Great
¢ destruction of property at sea by ships of the French navy between the
¢ island of Lewis and the mainland in 1800, Part of the specch of His
¢ (irace the Duke of Argyle, who was a member of Admiralty at that time.—-
¢ We are able to build ships, but the great question is how to man them}
¢ Every person who has knowledge knows that a ship of war is a costly
¢ article: to trust such an article to the scum of cities and towns, such as
¢ tailors and shoemakers, country shepherds and ploughmen, would be
¢ foolishness. We want different sort of people. The greater portion of the
¢ people fit for manning our ships lies between Corswall Point and the
* Orkney Isles, and unless the Highland proprietors grant sites for
¥ building villages, we are not able to man all our ships at a short notice.
*In this year, 1800, His Majesty George IIL and his Lords in Couneil
¢ marked the village of Shieldaig for bringing youths to the knowledge of
‘the sea. The site iz good for a village, having 2 fall of water from 13
“to 18 feet. His Majesty’s Lords in Council promised the best of terms
‘to a society for building the said village on a lease renewable for ever.
¢ Bociety formed 1810, site measured having a speeching green, walking
¢ greens, bleeching green, and cross roads. Chief members of the society,
‘and the sums of money advanced for trade:—J. M‘Kenzie, Esy.,
¢ Derbyshire ; Wailter Bain, Esq.,, £700, city of Glasgow; J. M‘Kenzie
¢ & Sons, £900; D. MDonald & Co., £600; M. M‘Kenzie, cooper, £500.
By those men the village was built, The king promised them
£1 for every ton registered that a vessel would be; so a vessel of
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50 tons was getting £50 for fitting her out for sea. He promised
them 7s. of price for every barrel of herring they would get, and selt
it where they liked ; £1 for every ton of cod and ling; and he promised
them a justice of the peace and a schoolmaster. He promised
them salt without duty, and the duty st that time wes about £8 a ton;
and he promised them salt withont duty—they were getting it for
15s & ton or the like. He promised them to run a line of read between
this and Loch Carron, and they made that line and kept it up to
the time of Lord Stewart, and then if was thrown on the county. He
promised them more, but I cannot recollcet the other promises. Dut
every promise of them was fuolfilled in my own day. And the village
stood one of the finest villages in the west until the year 1859. The
village, then the property of the state of Applecross, came into the
hands of Her Grace the Duchess of Leeds, and the rule was in the hands
of the gamekeeper. The village was broken dewn. He promised them
that they would get it on = lease renewable for ever, but these were the
terms of the lease, that they would agree to remain under His Majesty’s
rules and laws, any person who would put sheep on the means of the
village, £50 fine; any person who would have two shares in one name on
the means of the village, £20 fine. Now, in this year when the game-
keeper got the rule, he abjured all these regulations which were laid down
by the Government, and substituted some of his own. Tt was an article
of the lease that it would fall if they would become drovers or shepherds.
In 1859 the iookeeper and a local merchant asked thet the placoe should
be put under sheep, and they got permission; so that they placed scme
five hundred sheep upon it, and thos injured the stock of ewes and brought
the people into poverty. Now, this innkceper and merchant quarrelled
with the people of the village, and they asked them fo pay for the
grazings, They began to ask that the people of the town should pay the
wages of the shepherd for attending the sheep upon their own grazings.
This was the beginning of trouble. The gameckeeper teok the side of the
innkeeper and merchant, for he preferred shepherds and sheep to mariners
and sailors. Then the row began. Then he began to deprive those who
opposed this measure of their land. And I will now tell what became of
the people who were against this oppression. One of them went on a trip to
Ireland with bis vessel, and took a cargo to Ireland. We went to Ireland
for a cargo, and the pamekeeper got two policemen who fook the owner
out of the vessel, and took him as a prisoner and rogue to Dingwall and
kept Lim until both the vessel and cargo went by the winter and they were
lost, After that the gamckeeper went to his house when he was from
lome, and took out all that was in the house and spoiled it, and would not
allow any one to preserve it for him, to the value of £200—he was think-
ing it was something like that. The man is a poor wretched man and
stops in the village yet.

99470. You must tell us shortly =—Well, that is the most of it all
The next proprietor that came was Sir John Stewart, and he took the
houses from the widows and those people, and made his own property of
them.

29471. Before the village was built whom did the place belong to—who
was the proprietor I—Thomas Mackenzie, Applecross.

29472, Were there any people living here before the fishing settlement
was made —Yes, the place was given to five or six farmers before the
village was built.

29473. Small farmers —No, those were not small. There were no
sheep at that time ; the forester would not allow them.

29474. When the village was built was the ground lotted off, so much
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arable given to each —When the village was wmeasured every lot was
measured with it and every man took his own lot at that time.

29475. A lot of arable ground 1— Yes, twenty shares in the village,

29476, About how much ground did each get +—About an acre.

29477. Of arable land *—Arable land.

29478. Was there a large common pasture #—Plenty.

29479. And at that time how much did you think each lotter could
keep—how much stock i—Two cows ; that is the standard of the Govern-
ment ; they must not exceed two cows each.

29480. Any sheep on the hill - No, they are fined if they keep sheep
in this village.

29481. No sheep, nothing but cows—any horses +—No horse ; they
must keep to their trade.

29482, How does it stand now; how many lota are there in the village
at present | —Twenty ; they cannot be altered

29483. Any subdivision +—-No.

29484, How much stock do they keep +—There is nv more than seven
in the village just now I think. There iz noobe in the district that hasa
cow from the proprietor but strangers.

29485. Do they still have the same number of lots I—The same number
is in the village, but two or three are given to one.

29486. How many cows does each keepi—Two cows for every lot if
they like to keep them.

29487, What rent do they pay 7—£3, 10s. for every lot.

29488. And who do they pay it to —Mr Murray at present.

29489. Has the rent been raised or has it always been the same 2Tt
is & fixed rent by Government ; it most be about £60, On the improve-
ment Sir John made he added £10 to the rent; and I think it is worth
it ; he put a fence round it and drained it, and the like of that.

29490, There has been no change in the hill pasture +—No.

29491, No change iv the lots and no change in the rent except the
£10%+—No.

29492. There is no complaint about the land 2—No, but may be thers

are other people in the village who complain for land, but my complaint is
about the fishing.
. 29493, What is the real reason of the decay of the village; is it because
those good regulations have been lost, or is it because the fish are lost 7—
No, the fish are not lost, but the regulations have been taken off the village,
Y have a vessel myself, and I was not given power to repair her, and she
must fall over on her side.

29494, TIs it troe that the fish do not come in here as they used to do
long ago +—Generally, they come some years ; and some years not. But
there is plenty of fish in general

29495. In those old days when there was a bounty for the fishing, and
wheu the people practised the Bishing bettor, what sort of boats had they—
large boats, or the same as they have now —They had big fishing vessels
and boats fishiug then ; and they were curing fish and sending them to the
principal markets of the kingdom.

29496. Who supplied the people with those big fishing boats '—It was
themselves who did it.

29497, The Government did not give them +-No, themselves were
bound ; those who advanced the money for the trade; they built the
vessels by order of the Government, and took those vessels to the people
for working them,

29493, They supplied the people with them +—They were bound to do
that.
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29499, Are thers any of those vessels still left %—No, since the laws and
rules were taken off the whole village is done.

29500. They Lave no large boats now I—There is not so much as a fish-
ing boat since twenty three years back except one.

29501. They have small boats %—No, only boats it for carrying ware
and peats,

29502, In other places there are fish-curers who supply the big boats ;
is there no fish-curer here who would supply these big boats %—No;
there is no such thing here ; it is the village itself that is working by
fishing.

29503. Have you ever asked any fish-curer to come and establish him-
self here and bring boats #—He could not do anything unless the rules
and laws of the village would be given back again and the village given to
the people.

28504, Some of those rules were rules for bounty—paying so much for
every cran or ton of fish ; you know that the bounty aystem bas becn
abolished everywhere —Yes, but it is the byelaws of the village we want,

29505. What is that +—That the lease must be renewable for ever, and
when the lease comes to an end in the village the trade is done.

29506. Do you mean the lease of houses —Yes.

29507, But you said the rent has not been raised and no change made?
—There is a difference in a parliamentary village between the means of
the village and sites and stances. The proprietor may make a change if
he likes in the means; that is when a man falls to poverty and canuot pay
his share of the means he will give it to ancther ; but the house and gar-
den are fixed to him for ever.

29508, But suppose they had this fixity of tenure and poor people could
always remain in the same house, how would that help the village to buy
those good expensive boats 71t is the members in the village that are
bound to set up the village—bound to work it up. If we could get the
village we could build boats and vessels ourselves and set out to the fishing.

29509. Do you mean that the present proprietor of the village onght to
fulfil the terms of the old leasea 3—That is what we want-—will e keepall
the rules of His Majesty or not? If the present proprietor keeps the
villuge to bimself, it is of no use then to the population under that rule.

29510. Has the present or the late proprietor turned anybody out$—
Plenty—the late proprietor, Sir John Stewart,

29511. How long ago +—Sixteen or seventeen years ago, and less than
that.

29512. But ke is dead and gone now ; has the present proprietor turned
anybody uut or made any changest—Not yet. ‘

29513. Have you any reason to apprehend that he intends to do it?—
This is what T will say about the proprietors, unless the Government keeps
the proprietors back we are gone.

29514, Sir Kenneth Muackensie.—IHd you or your father own one of
those building lots in the village -—Yes,

29515, Have you got it still7—No, it is in the hands of the proprietor ;
it is for that I am speaking and for other houses in the village.

29516. How did the proprietor become possessed of it +—By the game-
keeper getting hold of the rule of the place.

29517. For how long was your lease—ninty-nine years —Oh no, it is
a lease renewable for ever.

29518, Was there a rent payable 1—Ten shillings of feu.

29519. Was it always paid #—Yes, but e would not take it at lash
They won't take the feus in this place. o

295320. What did you do with your lease?—The leaseholders in this
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village, because it is a parliamentary village—a great mumber had no
written leases. There were no writings of that sort going about here, but
just a parliamentary title the same as the schoolhouse under the Act.
And there was no wall taken then less than 8 feet side walls,

29521, Did you get any money for that house when the proprietor
took it 7—XNo, and no other in the village who lost houses, The houses
are in the hands of the proprietor in the most of the village.

295232, Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—What was the name of the gamekeeper
who did so much mischief to you +—>Mr Fraser.

29523, What was the Christian name ?—1 don’t remember,

29524, Is he here yet I-—Ok ! no.

29535, Who was the person who went to Treland +—Donald Mackenzie,
master of the  Enterprise.” ’

29526. Is he yet alive %—VYes,

20537. Do any of the people in Shieldaig pay feu-duty$—Yes, from
5a. to 10s,, and 15s. is the bighest—T7s. and 8s. they commonly are.

29528. Can the proprietor increase that rent #—1I eannot tell that, unless
ke is able by Act of Parliament to inerease it at the end of ninety-nine
years.

29529, This place seems very poor 7—No wonder.

28530. Will you acain say why it has fallen into this poverty +—VYes,
beeause His Majesty's bye-laws kave Teen taken away and the gamekeeper’s
laws put into the place.

29531, Have you a copy of the byelaws you refer to under the Act of
Parliament 9—We have the Act of Parliament for the villages, but we
bave not the bye-laws. The bye-laws are signed amongst the people.

29532, Is there a printed copy anywhere =—No; it is an old thing, and
the village was brokea down in that bad manner, and a great number of
the writings were taken away and spoiled, and everything in the village.
There were writings two hundred years old.

29333. The people that have got right to the lots have the same right
of pasture that they had before 9—7Yes.

29534, And for the same amount?—The same amount exzeept 10s. for
fencing the place.
h29535. You said there were twenty lots originally#—Yes, twenty
shares,

29536. But there are not so many now —VYes, there are, but there are
three given to one.

29537, In how mauy hands are thoss twenty lots now —T think seven
or eight. But no one in the village knows better about the land than L

23538. Ts it against what you call the bye-laws for any man to have
more than one lot?—VYes, because the Governmenot wanted seamen and
fishermen to fill up the navy in time of need.

29539, You said Sir John Stewart turned out some of the people—
where from %—From the houses, and he took the best of the houses too.

29540. In this very village "—In this very village.

2?15{1. Were they in arrear#—No, ke would not take feu-duty
at ail.

29342, Did the people who were so used not employ a lawyer in
Dingwall to defend them ?—Every lawyer and every clergyman was against
us ab that time. It was our duty to give notice to the nearest clergyman,
and we went to the minister of Applecross and Lochcarron, and when they
got the thing they got as small as tailors.

23543. In place of standing up for the thing they got so small —Yes,
they got as small as tailors, and if these people would stand as men they
would have been alive,
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29544, Did you know aman of the name of Roderick Mackenzie —
Yes; he eame to the village about 1840.

20545. Is he able to come out —Yes, and he knows more about the
land than I do, because I am not working the Iand, but am a seaman and
fisherman,

29546. He knows better than anybody 7—1! think he knows more about
his own business—what was that but work the land §

29547. What is it you want —We want to have the village given us
under Her Majesty’s rules and byelaws as it was given from His Majesty
George II1. and the Lords in Council.

29548, What more —And that our houses would be given back, and
allowing us to build boats and vessels to go to sea. There has not been a
fishing boat in the village for twenty-three years back, and we have no
vessels for carrying enything back and forward to us, and the conntry was
in a miserable state before the rzilway was opeped—nothing more.
Although the people would get good crofts in this country, it is of no use
to give them crofts unless the village is given to the parish; it is for the
benefit of the parish that His Majesty granted the site. Our people are
thinking if they get crofts they will get oats. No such thing unrless they
change the sced; and the country to get seed from is Ireland, and
Kintyre for potatoes. Every inch of ground is marked out for seed and
potatoes for this ecountry ; and every inch of ground from the mouth of
the Baon to the mouth of the Belfast Lough for oats. It is worked out
to us for oats. Although you get Scotch oats in this country they will
grow but they will not grow meal. One measure of Irish oats is better
than two of our own. And Ireland is good, but unless you change seed
every three years it is a poor country, and the same with us. And to get
the village would be a great benefit to the people.

Gzoree MacrewzZIE, Crofter, Fasag, Loch Torridon (84)—examined,

29549, Afr Cameron.—Were you elected & delegate by the people, or
did you come to speak for yourself 7—T came for the place T reside in.
29550, Did they elect you to speak for them I—T don't know that.

29551, You have come on your own behalf to speak for yourself and |

the people —Yes, I can speak.

29552, You are a native of the place?—I am a native of Shieldaig.
I went to Fasag in 1859,

29553. Who was the proprietor then in Torridon %—Colonel M‘Barnet.

29554. How came you to go in 1859 7—For some amusemenf to
wmyself.

99555. Was there a vacancy #—Yes, this estate was sold at the time.

295536. Was that in 1859 ?—7Yes.

29537. What were you before you went%—A erofter,

29558, How came you to lose your croft here 7 —The estate was sold.

29559, Did you get notice of removal or did you go for your own
smusement I —1I required to go.

29560. Were you removed by the proprictor from this place —OL ! for
certainty T was.

20561. Were many other people removed at the same time %—We were
only in the town, three.

29562, Who got the honses you were removed from?--It was on the
estate itself and no one occupied it.

29563. Were the houses pulled down ?—Yes.
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29564. There were houses in the vitlage +—Yea.

28565, At that time used you to fish I—Ves, T used to fish,

28566, Was that your principal occupation +—Yes, and sailing by sea.

29567. You were a sailor 7—Yes.

20568, Was thz fishing good in those days ?—Yes, very good.

29569, Were there more fish in the loch in those days than there are
now -—Yes, by far. There were no fish at all last year.

29570. Do you know why there is so little fishing going on here
now —We have no fishing.

29571. But do yuu know why the other people fish so little 7—Just as
much as they will get.

29572, Why don't they try to get more ; is it because they are too poor
to have boats, or because there are no fish in the Joch ¥—They have a few
boats,

29573. But there is not so much fishing as there was when you were
young —0Oh, ne.

29574. Were you born here -1 was born at Balgie.

29575, Tell us about your place at Torridon —Under the reign of
Colonel M*Barnet, and we only had 2 few patches for potatoes.

29576, How much rent did you pay I—Sometimes 8s.

29577, You mean that some people paid 8a., and others more !—Yes.

29578, What was the highest rent you were paying$—Double that,
16s.

29579. What did you have for that —Dotatoes.

29580. And a cow?—No. There was not a cow in the whole place,
except one, the inn had one.

29581. How long did that state of things go on?#—Every year until
Mr Darroch came.

29582, What year was that?—I don’t remember whab year it was,
—Mr Darroch. 1873.—Wiiness. And they were very displeased.

29583. What were they displeased with—because of the want of
potatoes 2—And that same was very scarce. We were put to another
place on the other side of the river, and we were taking potatoes through
the village, and through the sea by boats.

29584, How many were there besides yourself on this place -—Twenty-
two families.

29585. And none of you had anything but a small bit of potato ground,
except one man who had one cow 3—There were no cows at all but one at
the public house.

20586. What happened when Mr Darroch came I—He swept us from
that place altogether.

29587. Where did you go to+—To our own side; and he gave us the
best park he had, and has been showing us every good comfort until
DoW.

29588, Have you each a cow now +—O0Oh! no; they could not buy eows,

29589. But you are more comfortable than you were before '—For
cortainly we are, and we expect to be teo, For my part I think our
proprietor is the best in the whole north.

29590. And the whole twenty-two families are there now f—Yes, just
near the same.

29591, Sheriff Nieolson.—Yon have been at Fasag sinece 1859 1—Ves.

29592. As a catechist 7—Yes, and as an elder.

29593. Are most of the inhabitants members of the Free Church?2—
Yes, the whole of them.

29594, 1 hope your services are acceptable to them —Yes,

29595, How is it you were not chosen as a delegate by them %—I know
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they would take me for that; and different times I have spoken for them  ROSS.
when they eould notb speak for themselves. —

29596. But why were you not selected on this particular occasion }—] SF/ELDATG.
am sure I was, Gearos

20597. But your name is not on the list given in; there are only Mackenzie.
Duncan Macgregor and Donald Maclean—are they older men than
you+—No,

29598. Have they been longer there than you%—VYes,

29599. Do you suppuse that in what you say upon this matter you
express the feelings of the people among whom you live 7—Well, T think
so. If T tell what is false they will come up here against me.

29600. Has their condition improved, in your cpinion, since you went
there 7—Greatly.

29601. They have got more land, have they — Yea.

29602. And better land %—Yes, the best on the whole estate.

29603. Is it fenced on every side —Yes, below and above.

29604. How many families are there 1 think twenty-two.

29605. Are their lots of equal size 7—Some better and some worse,

29606. Do they pay the same rent =—7Yes,

29607. How much !—Thirty shillings per acre. I have not the park,
1)1_11:h half an acre, and I pay 13s. for it, and I am very well pleased
With 1t,

39608. How many acres o} arable land have they -1t is reckoned to
be eleven.

- 29609, The whole park?—Yes.

29610. That is among them all?—Yes, among us all.

99611. What pasture have you besides that™—Plenty pasture; they
have the hill for the cattle, those that can put them on it.

29612, Are they able to raise crops enongh to support their families
on the half acre ?—Yes, unless the potato disease would molest it.

29613. Aro they able to raise corn enough for their cattle —Scarcely ;
some may be al & time; it is only about seven families that have cattle.

29614, How many cows have these 1--As many as they please.

26615. What iz the largest number of cows that any man there has #—
Some two and some three, and some calves, and so on.

29616. Have they sheep —Not one.

29617. How do these people pay for the pasture; is it according to the
stock they keep —Certainly.

29618. So much per head of cattle —Yes.

29619, How muck #—1I don't know,

29620, Ther how do the people who have no cows get on without
mitk +—They buy it i they have money to do se.

29621, From the rest ¥—Yes.

26622, T suppose there are times when they will get none +—Oh! yes.

29623. Had these people cows before they were removed to that place?
—No.

29624, Then they are no worse in that respect than they were before }—
They are far better now than they were befors. They were before in a
very destitote state.

29625. Are there any able to make their living entirely out of their
land ?—Scarcely ; they are working,

29626. What work do they get ™—The proprietor gives them work
every day.

29627, All the year round +—Yes, and s they have that to do.

20628, What wages do they get generally #Two shillings and sixpence
a day, I think.
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29629, And what other occupations have they—do they fish 7—Yes,
sometimes.

29630. Are there any of them that regularly fish +—Ne.

29631. Do any of them go to the east coast fishing +—Plenty.

29632, Are the young men mostly away there just mow —Yes, most
of them ; every one that can go,

29633. Where did you live before you went to Torridon 2 —DBalgie, on
the borders of this estate.

29634, Ur Fraser-Mackintosh.--When there wers Mackenzies in
Torridon—the laieds 2—VYes,

29635. Who came after the Mackenzies —1Well, I am not sure.

29635. Did anybody come between the old Mackenzies and M‘Barnet?
—7Yes, I think so,

29637. Are you allowed to keep any sheep ?—No,

20638, Is that the cuse all over the estate ?—They could not take the
hills.

29639. Were there a number of people in Torriden when M‘Darnet got
it +—Pleuty.

29640. What has becoms of them —They have been cleared off the
land altogether.

29641. Were there a lot of townships cleared ?—Yes, every one that is
yonder on the other side of the river; they were in arrears.

29642. Did they go abroad =—Some of them, and some not.

29643. Were there any of them allowed to stay upon the remaining part
of the property on tha other side #—Yes, but the thing was very hard upon
them after all—brooding evil upon them every year, The people of the
place can tell that better than I'; T was not in the place.

29644, Is the popalation just now very much less than it was when the
M‘Barnets eame %1 think there are more.

29645. Were the places that the people were removed from, on the side
of the river, good places—good land 7—Yes, good land.

29646. Was that the reason why they were removed —No, becauss
they were in arrears and did not pay the arrears.

29647. Wheo got their places 7—1I thirk it was 2 map from Lochalsh.

23648, A large farmer?—VYes,

20649, You have stated that the people in Fasag were shiftad once or
twice ; after you first went to Fasag you said you were shifted 3 Yes,
in our croft but not our houses.

29650. Has the present proprietor done everything that ean be reason-
ably expected of him to benefit yourself and the other crofters on the
estate =—For certainty.

29651, Does he live among you?—Yes, and he is very fond of us too,
we think long when he is away from us.

29652. T think you said he gives a good deal of work, doesn't he?—Yes,

29653, Does he encourage the people to improve their crofts #—Yes, he
has given them every encouragemeat and every comfort.

29654, And are they improving their crofts $—Yes,

29655. BSo far as you are aware, tlere is nothing whatever to be said
amainst the proprietor’s management of the estate in any way +—No indeed ;
Idonot seeit. I seo everything doing right among the sick and needy,
and he is always lsaving in my hands some money wherever he will go,
and he is still doing that every year for the sick and for the needy.

29656. Are you acquainted with the estate of Applecross 7—Yes,
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Duncan Beartox, Crofter and Fisherman, West Aligin (53}—
examined.

29607, Sheryf Nicolson.—Have you any statement to make on behalf of
the people of West Aligin I—1I have—* Statement by the Western Aligin
¢ Crofters :—We possess one and a half aeres of arable Iand for which in
¢ previous years we paid £1 rental, but this year it has been reduced £1.
‘ We are uncertain, however, whether this reduction is to be permanent or
‘not.  When Mr M‘Barnet bought the estate we possessed individually
* fifteen sheep, five cattle, and a stirk, for which each of the twenty crofters
¢ then resitding in our township paid £35 rental. The trustees of the
 younger M‘Barnet, however, deprived us of the privileges then enjoyed
*by us. This they did, we think, by imposition. They promised that if
* wg parted with our sheep stock, they weuld pay us £30 annually for the
‘use of the grazing, baut this they paid only for one year. Matters then
* went from bad to worse. One hardship was endured by us after another.
¢ No sooner did we lose our stoek of sheep than we were deprived of graz-
‘ing for our cattle, Previously we had, as already stated, five cattle in
* addition to the stirk, but now we were not allowed to keep any save
¢ onc cow, the calf of which we were forced to sell or kill before it was six
“months old. It is only fair to add that our rental was reduced from £5
‘ to £3, but notwithstanding this reduction we were in poorer circumstances
‘than when we possessed the grazing. Our grievances were further in-
¢ creased by the fact that we were at the same time deprived of about one-
¢ fourth part of the arable land for the Lenefit of the proprietor’s shepherds.
‘In consequence of all this we gradually fell into arrears as we possessed
* nothing that we could sell save the one calf. Such were cur circumstances
‘when Mr Darroch bought the estate, who since his residing among us
¢ has showed us several acts of kindness with a view to better cur condition,
* His first act was to pay our arrears to Mr M‘Barnet’s trastees, lest we
¢ should have to part with the only cow we then had, he himself giving us
* work by which we could partly repay him. If at any time we were
¢ ynable to pay our annual rent, he never forced us to do so, but always
* gave us time until circumstances so chenged as that we were able to pay
“him. Without any solicitation ¢n our part, the calf which we were
¢ formerly compelled to part with when six months old he allowed us to
keep umtil it was one year old. This year he further extended our
¢ privileges by allowing us to graze another additional head of cattle, We
¢ consider, however, that our renta! is high when we take into consideration
¢ the quality of our land; and that our condition would be improved if
¢ we possessed more land, and got an opportunity of keeping additional
*stock. The above is written out by me as reported by the people them-
¢ gelves, JorN MNEL'

29658. According to this paper you have notking whatever to complain
of except that you have not so much land as you would like, and that you
pay more than you would like 2—That is all ; we have no further complaint.

29659, Is the arable land that you have good?—DNo, it is very bad.

29660. Do you get good crops out of it +—The crops look better than
the land ; this year the crops look very well, but the land is very bad.

29661, Do you consider £3 too high a rent for what you have —Yes,
I think it is.

296632, What would you consider a proper rent yoursell i—Between
50s. and £3.

29663, Would you like o get a man to value it +—Ves, ¢
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29664, Would you take your chance I—Yes, we would be very glad to
do that.

29465, What wonld you say if he said it was worth £5—would you
be pleased then?—TYes, we would be quite pleased with what he said ;
but no man of conscience would value it at that.

29666, Is there any better arable ground for you thet you could get ?—
There is very little available arable ground, almest all the possible arable

ound is cultivated.

28667, What would you like Mr Darroch to do fur you’—The proprietor
was doing very well towards us; he was doing what he could. He cannot
give us what he has not ; but we consider the land dear. We would like
very mueh if we would get additional grazing.

29668, Is there more grazing you could easily get if he pleased to give
it to you1—Yes, there is whal would be of great service to us

29G69. How is it occupied 2-—There is a hill upon which we have cattle,
but it is nos settled upon us but for the year, and we would like fo have
it permanent so that we could stock it.

29670, Who had it before you got it }—My father and my grandfather
and my great-grandfather had that hill.

28671, Is there anybody else who iz likely to get it if it is not given
to you’-—No, we are not afraid, but we don't know snything about it.
We know we are in want of it.

29672, Are you not allowed to put any stock upon it except cattle I—
We do not get it for that purpose, and perhaps there were some among us
who could not provide the other stock even if we got permission ; but if
we did get permission we would endeavour to stock it as we were able.

29673. With sheep as well as with eattle +—Yes, if we could.

29674, The Chairman.—You gaid you got leave to keep an additional
beast—did you get additional land to feed the beast —Yes, we gob this
year that hill that I have spoken of

29675. Do you pay additional rent +—We were not told that we would
have to pay rent; perhaps we may have to pay a little additional rent,
we do not know, But if we had an additicnal cow to our summing we
had to work ten days’ labour for it.

25676. How do you get the winter feeding for an additionsl beast —
We buy here and there if we do not have it ourselves.

29577, How much will it cost you in winter for the foed of the addi
tional beast i—40s. to 50s,

26678. Would you rather pay for an additional cow in ten days’ labour
or give £1, 5s, in money —Ten day’s work ; that would be easier than to
pay 25s. a year.

29679. What season would the proprietor take the work in ?—1I think
we would afford to work ; be is not hard upon ws in that respect.

29680. What sort of work is it—is it work on the roads for your own
good, and fences—or work for the proprietor's good +—The last bit of
work we did was for our own good ; making a road for ourselves

29681. Was that the road to your own township 7—Yes.

29682. ¥From the high road :--Yes, from the publie read.

29683. How long is this new piece of road !—Five miles.

2h9684. Is it good now—can you take a cart upon it +XNo, it is only a
pat

29685. Who has to keep it up—are you to do so or the proprietor +—
‘We keep it up at the proprietor’s expense.

29686, If the proprietor offered to help you to make a cart road would
that be 2 great convenience to yon?—Yes, it would bea very great con-
venience, but we have neither cart nor horse.
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29687, Bat if the proprietor offered to make a cart road would you help
with your own labour I—What could we do with a horse and cart, what
wonld be the use of a cart without a horse.

29688, If the road was made you might begin to buy horses and carts?
—Yes, if we could affurd it, we might.

29689, Alr Fraser-Mackintosh.—How long have you been paying rent
—Thirty-three years,

29690. Wag it to the M‘Barnet’s you first began o pay rents }—Yes,

29691. 1Md the M:Barnet family live upon the estate —Latterly the
proprietor lived for the most, but formerly he only lived occasionally.

29692, Did he spend any money in improvieg the condition of the
crofters —No, anything we have got in that way has been from the
present proprietor.

29693, Were the rents raised in your time or in the time of the
M‘Barnets —Yes, it was raised doring M‘Barnet's time. The rent was
raised daring his time and the tenants were increased. The pluce had
only sixteen families at first, and they were jncreased to twenty.

296%4. Did you hear what the previeus delegate said about a number
of people being removed from one side of the river —T could not under-
stand him supposing I did hear him,

29693, Is it not the fact that a great number of people were cleared
from one side of the river during M* Barnet's time -—Yes, they were sent
acrosa to our west side from the south side.

29696, Are there any people at all on that south side of the river now?
—There are about sixteen or seventeen families yet.

29697. What is the name of the place —Inveraligin,

29698, Were there many people removed from the estate altogether
during M‘Barnet’s time —Yes; some went away voluntarily to America
and Awstralia.

29699. Had they any reason for going *—They got money from the old
laird of Torridon,

29700. Which laird was that I—Mackenzie.

29701. Was it poverty which took them away—were they starved out f
—What else, but that they could not remain after the land was taken
from them.

29702. Was it a good day for the people of Torriden ;when the
present proprietor became possessor 2—Yes ; every benefit we ever got has
been got since he came,

29703. Was it a bad day for Torridon when the M‘Barnets got it +—
M¢Barnet was not hard with respect to the rents, but he was not laying
out money upen improvements

29704. Was he a popular proprietor ~—Y¥es, I am not aware there was
gny cause of his being unpopular.

29705. Was there any cause for your belng dissatisfied with him $—
He put sheep apon the place and kept it in his own hands, and that was
the beginning of depriving us of our hill pasture and stock.

29706. Do you point to anything at all that the present proprietor can
do for you otherwise than has already been done #—No, unless he will give
us additional hill pasture.

29707. But if he continues you in the hill pasture you last got, will you
b satisfied 2—Yes, but we would not like to have a rent that we cannot

pay.

! :2(29708. Sir Kenneth Mackensie—Have you had any sheep since Mr
Darroch came there —No ; we had no sheep when he came, and he got
cheep for us and they had to be sent away. We were not uuderstanding
one gnother ariongst ourselves about those sheep.
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29709, And that was the reason you bad to part with the sheep?—
Yes. It was myself that purchased them, and the stock was deterierated,
and we were getting afraid that the money that was invested in them
could not bs realized, and so we sold them.

Fixvay M‘Beath, Crofter, Deruner (64)—examined.

29710. Sir Kenneth Mackenzie.—What statement have you to make —
¢ At a meetiug held by us on the 23rd day of July 1883, we, the crofters
¢ of Deruner, on the estate of Mr Murray of Lochearron, proposed to place
¢ the following grievances be’ore the Royal Commission :—First, that twenty
¢ years ago owr hill pasture was turned into a deer forest.  Since that time
¢ we were not aliowed to Eeep one singie sheep, and in about one third of
¢ gur arable ground we can sow nothing whatever as it is completely overrun
¢ with deer ; but notwithstanding all this we pay exactly the same reat now
‘a3 we did when we had sheep, and our crops were not destroyed by deer.
¢ Secondly, that the deer every year destroy our crops, and if we preserve
¢ anything from them it is by watching the whole night, by the doing of
¢ which we are prevented from earning a livelihoed elsewhere.  We scarcely
¢ gent a grain to the mill during the last twenty years, and often we are
¢ compalled to buy oat seed. Thirdly, that we repeatedly asked our former
¢ proprietor, Mr Stewart, to fence our land under such conditions as he
¢ himself might choose, but were as often refused. Subsequently we offered
¢ to fence it ourselves on condition that we should get compensation for the
¢ outlay in case of our leaving or being removed from the place. No such
¢ promise, however, would be given nus.  Since all the townships around us
¢ have been feuced our condition is doubly worse. We cannot understand
¢ why our township alone is left without a fence. Fourthly, we are not
‘even allowed to take ewes for wintering on our arable ground as other
¢ crofters on the estate are. We may add that our forefathers lived on
¢ this estate from time immemorial, and sv far as we ever heard or knew,
¢ behaved themselves always in strict accordance with law and order. OQur

“* demaunds are very reasonable, viz.,—(1.) permission to have a few sheep ;

 (2) a fence to protect our crops from the deer.

29711. How many crofters are there in Deruner 7—Five.

29712, What is the name of the neighbonring township that is fenced £—
Camusfail,

29713, Is it on the same property 7—Yes.

29714. Are there other villages on the same property that are fenced #—
Kinloch upon the other side is one that is fenced; the gamekeeper lives
there.

29715. But are there townships occupied by crofters that are fenced in
your neichbourhood }—No, except Shieldaig here.

29716, Is Shieldsig fenced +—Yes.

20717, Arethey allowed to keep sheep at Camusfail +—They have a few,

29713, How many families are there at Camusfail —Only one family.

29719, What rent do they pay there 7—I cannot tell.

29720, What is the rent of the township of Deruner 1—£3, 25, each.

29721. Do you not know the reason why you were not allowed to fence
your own land +—XNo.

29722, Isthere any one here who can explain the reason 1 cannot tell,

29723. Is the late proprietor’s ground officer here —Yes.

209724, Would he know the reason 7— cannot tell ; he is here himself.

29725. Mr Frager-Mackintosh.—How large is the forest that you told
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was created twenty years ago?—I cannot tell; T never heard of its being
measured,

29726, Is it so very large that it was never measured I—It is not so
very large.

29727. Wore there any people removed to make that forest I—No.

20728, How was it occupied +—It was hill pasture for crofters. They
had it the same way as they had the low ground.

29729. How many crofters had the right to put their animals on it #—
There was ene man that had a great deal of stock upon that hill ; then
there were two other townships in addition to ours which had right te
send stock upon it,

29730. What was the name of these two townships™—The Glen of
Bhieldaig, The sheep had the ron of the hill

29731. You say you got no allowanece of rent when this pasture was
taken away +—Yes, there was £1 taken off the land at the time we were
deprived of the pasture ; but shortly afterwards that £1 was added to the
regular rent.

29732.*Do you know if a similar practice was adopted towards the
other townships which had right to the grazing®—I cannot tell; but I
know the rents were raised all round at that time.

29733. Do you also know that the subject let to you was all reduced
at the time the forest was made? The nearest town to us got it
anyhow ; I cannot tell for the others.

29734. How long has Lochcarron been the property of the Stewarts 2—
About twenty-one years.

29735, Was thore any forest upon that estate before the Stewarts
came 7—There was no forest, but there were deer.

29736. Although you do pot kvow the extent of the forest, is it a large
portion of the estate?-—Yes, it is pretty wide, but it does not by any
ineans make the great portion of the surface of the estate.

29737. To whom did Lochearron formerly belong before the Stewarts?
—Mackenzie of Applecross.

29738. Do you recollect when the Appleeross estate was belnngmw to.

one proprietor }—Yes,

29739, Was there any forest, strietly so-called, upon the part of Apple-
cross iow belonging to Lord Middleton 7—Xo, not at first.  There was no
forest, strictly so ealled, but there was a place among the higher grounds
where the proprietor used to shoot, but ne stock was kept there,

29740. Do you know a place called Auvchunashellach%—Yes, I know it,
but I am not acquainted with it,

29741, Do you know that it is under deer 1T hear that some of it is
under deer at least.

29742, Was it so in the time of Mackenzie of Applecross —No.

29743. Ts the place called Coolin part of Applecross forest ?—It is far
awsey from our place, but I hear it is.

29744. Do you know any other part belonging to Mackenzie of Apple-
cross, besides the ones I have asked you about, which are now forest —
I don'’t know about other places in that state,

29745, Do you know a place called Craig?—Yes, T have gone that way,

20746, Is that a forest —I understand it is now,

29747. And all the places you have mentioned were at one time the
sole property of the Mackenzics of Applecross?—Yes; they were part of
the Applecross estate.

29748. Do you know a man called Duncan M*Lean, Slumbae I—1 may
koow him, but I am not aware that T do.

29749, Where about does he stay I—Right opposite {rom where we are,
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26750, How many miles ™It is just right opposite the steamer; it is
not a mile by sea; it Is three miles by land.

29751, Have you asked your present proprietor, or made any complaint
to him that you are without this fence —We never asked himself
personslly, but we asked his servonts. He himself has only lately come
into the place, and we have not had wuch opportunity $o speak to him.

29752, Is it not always better to go to headquarters when you have
the opportunity e bave not bad the opportunity ; it is only twice we
have seen him since he got the place.

29753. You are seeing him now +—Yes.

29754, Don’t you think it wonld be a wise thing to take the opportunity
of apeaking to your landlord +—Yes,

29753. Do you complaix of anything except this matter of the fence?
—No, and we do not know what he may do about the feunce itself; we
have nothing to object to as far as he is concerned.

29756, Have you complained more than once te the officials of the
estate —Oh, yes, more than once; I did once, and there was another
man made & complaint on another occasion.

29757. What was the nature of the answer you got %It was the other
man that was the spokesman ; I was not at home at the time ; but he says
they refused to put up the fence.

29758, The Chairman.~——How many families were there on the three
townships whose common grazing was taken away ?—There would have
been about thirty at that time; there are notso many people in this place
pnow ; there were twenty and four and five.

29759, Do the other townships suffer from the deer as well as your own !
—Nao, the march of the other townships is fenced,

29760. Does the injury from the deer still continue +—Yes ; we sit up
every night to watch them.

29761. How long does the injury last during the year—all round, or in
& particular period #—1In harvest. When the potatoes appear above the
ground they begin to eat them, and continue eating them until the shaws
get very big, then they stop. Then they begin again when the corn is
ripe ; and when the potatoes are ripe they eat the potatoes and continue
right on until the crops are closed ugp.

29762. Has the former or present proprietor ever given you any com-
pensation for actual damage done +—Nothing,

29763, Did the former proprietors ever employ a paid watcher o keep
the deer off your ground —Not since T was born.

29764. If the present proprietor was iuclined to put up a deer fence,
would you help him in the transport of materials, or by labour, or in any
waoy —Yes, we would be very glad to assist him in every way.

29763. Was the forest all made up of this hill erazing of the crofters.
or was the hill grazing only added to another larger area}—The tenants
bad right to graze over the whole of the land which is now forest; and
mow & great portion of the low ground, because of the deer, is quite
useless to us.

29766. Hes this forest ever been let to a tenant 7—I am not aware that
it was ever let; it was Sir John Stewart’s own sons that used to shuot
over it,

29767. Have you any idea what the value of the ground occupied as
the forest would be if it was let as a sheep farm or & deer forest 7—1I am
not able to judge; I have no idea; I am not a very good judge of the
value of land.

29768. About how many sheep would it groze 7—We ourselves had one
handred and twenty sheep upon it—the six of us.
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29769, When ths hill grazing was taken away from the other two
trwnships as well as yowrs was the rect of the other two townships
permanently reduced, or was the rent of them raised too &—Tho rent waos
reduced the same as ours, but it was afterwards increased the same as
ours, The whole of the estate was increased, as far as I am aware at
that time,

25770. Then whatever the grazing or forest value of the old common
pasture is now, it is a clear gain to the proprietor +—Yes.

28771. Dut he has never done anything to beuefit the crofters of your
township —Nothing.

29772, Who paid for the fence round the other two towaships I
cannot tell.

29773, Mr Fraser-Mackintosh—When did the present proprietor get
possession of the estate 7—A year last Whitsunday.

29774 Mr Cameron—How many crofters are there at Deruner?—
Five.

29775. What rent do they pay =—4£3, 2s. each.

29776, Were you elected as o delegate by the erofters at Devuner, or
by the other crofters in the neighbourhood I—My own township.

29777. You represent the five erofters and not the rest —Yes.

29778, How long would the fence require to be to protect the arable
ground of yourseli and the other crofters against the deer?—A mile
woald cover it—scarcely a mile,

29779. Was it the impression of the people when they sent you to
represent this grievance, that the Royal Commission had power to order
the fence to be put up *—I cannot say.

29780. Is it your own impression{—Well, yes, we thought that
perhaps you had the power, that we were to get justice like other people.

29781, Would it be a very difficuls fence to erect, this mile —No,
not very difficult.

29732. Have you any reason to think that the yresent proprietor would
bz unwilling fo listen to any rcasonable request about it?—I do not say
that he wonld refuse to put up any reasonable fence.

29783, Did the one hundred and twenty sheep you refer to as having
heen grazed ou this belong to your ewn township or to the other township
besides —DMy own township.

29784. Hoew many sheep, besides the one hundred and twenty grazed,
beinmeing to the other crofters 7—1I cannot tell.

29785. Was it more or less?—In the glen upon the other side of us
they had more sheep each than we had.

29786, Can you mention what the number of sheep used to be that
belonged to the crofters in former times on the grezings here —1I can not,

29787, What would be the value of the grazing of one hundred and
twenty sheep at the current rates?—As things go to-day, 3s. 8 sheep
perhaps.

29788. Do you think sheep farms let for 3s, a sheep I—1T cannot under-
take to say.

29789, Don't you think that many proprictors wonld be glad at present
if they could get 2s. %—TYes, where there are very large places perhaps,

29790. But according to your own view of the value of sheep grazing,
that of one hundred and twenty sheep woull be £I8%—We were
not looking at it that way; we had the right to the hill as part of our
crofts.

29791. If you now got liberty to stock it with sheep, would you be
able to buy the sheep to put on the ground —Some, perhaps wot all.

29792. How many of the five tenants --—Two at least
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29793. So that two would be able to buy sheep—Two at least, and
perhaps four.

20794, Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—All of them eould buy svme sheep i —
Yes, perhaps some of them could buy more or less, but probably the
whole five could not buy the whole number,

DoxaLp M'LENNAY, Ground Officer on the Estate of Lochcarron (58)—
examined.

29795, The Chatrman.—Did you hear what the previons witness said
with reference to the alleged depredations of deer upon a particular town-
ship —Yes.

29796, And the want of a fence round it {—Yes,

29797, Would you explain to me what is the nature of the injury, if
any, the deer cause to the township 2—T believe the evidence as given i3
quite correct as to the destraction of crop; there is no denying that.

29798, How long have you been ground officer upon this property +— -
Nearly seventeen years.

v 29799, What measures were taken in previous times to protect the
crofters against the deer ?—XNone for that township,

i 29800. What is the particular reason why protection was given to
other townships and not to this particular township #—I could not tell
you; but I know there was no provision made for fencing for that town-
ship. The houses are dotted throughout the arable land here and there,
and they could watch them out of their beds

29501. So that they could watch them withont trouble out of their
beds—they could not watch them when sleeping i—They had all families,
and one would be ouf and another in.

29802. Then you think it is a reasonable thing that erofters should sit
up or keep awake to protect crops '—XNo, I do not.

29303, If any injury was committed by deer was anything done to
compensate the people 7—Nothing.

29804. Or to belp them to sit up at night I—Nothing.

29805. Then what do you think ought to be done in a case of this
gort 1-—Well, T think the crops ought to be protected wherever they are.

29806. But supposing the proprietor was inclined to assist to protect
the crops, what sort of fence do you think could be put up?—We gen-
erally go in for iron fences entirely.

29807. And if & fence was put up in what respect do you think the
crofters eould co-operate with the proprietor, and save him some part of
the expense ?-—I am afraid they could not do much in that township.
They might provide the stones and put them on the ground, which
would be so much.

29308. Help to transport the material to the ground !—TYes.

39809. Do you think the crofters wonld be glad to do that 7—1I think
they would do that, I think I would take my chance of that.

29810. You seem to me to be willing that anything reasonzble should
be dums for the satisfaction of those ecrofters 7-——Certainly ; and I should
not like to see the poor men’s crop lost.

29811, Mr Cameron.—Did you ever suggest to the former proprietor
what yon now seem willing to admit was a reasonable thing?—I have
spoken of it eccasionally, but perhaps I never went so far as I ought to
have gone,

20812. Was the last witness correct in his estimate of the distance the
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fence would require to bo made #—TI don’t think it is quite so long asa
mile ; I think it is under a mile.

29813, On and off you agree with him?—I never stepped it, but
Jjudging by the appearance of the ground it is under a mile,

29814. Is it tolerably easy of access—would it be expensive 7—Abont
1s. 6d. a yard.

29815, A 6-foot fence 2—We do not generally make them so high as
that—may be 42

29816. Is it your experience that a 4} fence is of use #—TYes, if you
keep it a grod piece away from the crop.

29817, Sir Kenneth Mackenzie.—1It is stated here that the tenants of
this township of Deruner offered to fence themselves if they were promised
compensation in case of leaving; are you aware of that%—1I never heard
of that, and T do not believe they eould do it.

29818, Has anything been done of late in the way of fencing the
townships 2—We are fencing here now.

29819, Have you done much?—We are going on. e have a mile on
.hand behind the church here just now to protect the erofters’ crops.

29820, At Shieldeig ?— No, further down the coast.

29821, ‘The first witness examined to-day gave an a:count of the
ejection of the feuars at Shieldaig, were you present when he gave that
account ¥—1T heard his evidence, but I was not on the property when that
took place. I have seen no evictions in Shieldaig since I came.

29822, Do you know if any such evictions took place, have you heard
of them ?-—I have heard of him being evicted by the late Duke of Leeds
and a widow also.

29823. Do you know on what grounds they were evicted 7—I cannot go
into that; it was not in my day, and I never could get right at the
blcl)ttom of it. There were some reasons I believe, but I could not get at
them,

20824, The Chairman.—Is there any remark you wish spontaneously
to make in connection with any evidence you heard to-day —Well, 1
thought the remarks about the one hundred and twenty  sheep were
extravagant. I do not believe, from the extent of hill ground taken from
that township, that those five tenants conld maintain or support one
hundred and twenty sheep. And the other township he spoke of,
Kinloch, when the ground was cleared there was only one tenant there;
and I belicve he is present bhere to-day. The rent of that township was,
I think, £10 or £11. That tenant went to the other side of the preperty
of Lochearron where he got three lots instead of the holding he had here.
In point of fact, there was only the township of Deruner cleared of sheep.
The village of Shieldaig bad a piece of ground called Glen Shieldaig, and
they were subtenants of Mr Seott, who had the large sheep farm.

20825, What the delegate said in answer to my questions was this,
that about thirty families had been deprived of their hill pasture when
the hill pasture was taken away; or at any rate, that thirty families
had, at a previous period, s shere of it; do you think there ever were s
many as thirty families at any perind having contemporaneously a share
in that hill pasture?—I think the first mau who was called here to-day
said there were only about nine or ten tenants in the village of Shieldaig.
They were subtenants of this Mr Scott at the time of the clearances for
sheep, They had a stretch of Glen Shieldaig, and whea Mr Scott’s lease
expired their term of grazing expired, so far as I can understand. Well,
that was about nine; and then one at Kinloch and five at Deruner is
fourteen, He also talked of Camusfail where there were four. I never
saw hut two there; and now there is only one; and that one lias as
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much privilege as the four had before; and we inclosed this place with a
ring fence.

29826. So that there would not be above fourteen or fifteen put out
—7¥ could not make it more than that,

29827. However constituted or let, what do you think the value of this
deer forest would be as a deer forest 7—Itis in & good situation—I should
say £1000.

29828. But that would include dwelling-house and other things?—
Certainly, everything—garden, fishings, and all.

29329, What would the value of the grazings be?—DMr Miller’s rent
would be about £300 odds.

29830. Mr Cameron.—What is it called in the Valuation Roll +—Glen
Shieldaig.

29831, Is there none in Lochcarron 7—No,

29833. The Chairman.—Is there anything else you would like to say?
—No,

29833. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—How long have you been manager i—
Seventeen years.

29834. Do you think you kuow, or are qualified to give a3 goed an
apinion, as to the number of crofters who were deprived of the pasture, as
a man who has been here all his days; he stated thirty, and you stated
eighteen or nineteen }—He onght to know, but I am afraid he is not quite
sure of it himself,

29835, You won't put your opinion against his - No.

29836. You stated there were no evictions in Shieidaig in your time;
were there any other evictions or attempted evictions in Lochearron in your
tims }—Ob, yes.

29837. Do you know a family of the name of Maclean ?—I know
several Macleans. Perhaps you allude to & case in Slambae.

39838, Is there an old man eighty-two years of age still living at
Slambae 31 believe he is still living,

29839, Was there an attempt made to eviet him %—Ves,

29340. At whose instance %—At the proprietor’s.

29841, Had you anything to do with it —Not directly.

29812. What had you to do with it indirectly +—A misunderstanding
with the son.

20843, Why were the eviction proceedings stopped ?—I had nothing to
do with that; I did not stop them,

29844, You would have preferred perhaps that they were not stopped ?
—No, I would not. I had nothing to do with the action.

29845. Were you in court in connection with this matter —Not per-
sonally, the case was in court.

- 29846, Were you obliged to pay damages in conuection with it?—
es.

29847, What did you pay those damages for? Why was it you agreed
to pay damages rather than that the case should go on !~ The case did go
on.

29848, Then it was a decision of the sheriff that was given against
you i—Yes. .

29849, You are still manager of the estate notwithstanding the change
of ownership —Yes.

29850, Can you tell me what the extent of this forest we have been
referring to is =—TIt is considered to be about 12,000 acres.

208531, Was it all coustituted at one time ?—1I think it was.

29852, Was it in your time 7—XNo, it was before my time

29853. Were all these 12,000 acres pasture fo which eerlain
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erofters on the estate were entitled to send their gheep and eattie =—There
were three or four townships which kad so much privilege on it.

29854, Over the whole of it{—No., There 1s a place called Balgie
tenanted by one man, in the low country. His lemse expired at the time
of the clearances and Scott of Tulloch got it.

298355, Scott of Tulloch got Balgie !-—No, Donald Mackenzie.

29856, And part of Seots of Tulloch's farm 3—Yart of Tulloch,

29857, And when the part of the crofter’s land constituted the forest?
—Yes.

29858, All these three put together %-—Yes.

29859, Is it correct that there was an apparent redoction made in the
rent of the crofters when the pasture was taken from them, but that it was
added in another year%—I am not aware of that.

29860, That was before your time }—Yes.

29861. Did the rental of the property increase much in your period ¥—
No, not with the crofters.

Joan MACEENZIE, Crofter, Annat (72), assisted by RoDERICK M‘BeaTn,
Crofter, Annat (60)—ezamined.

29862, The Chairman.—Have you been elected a delegate I—Yes,

29863. Have you got 3 paper I—That is our paper, but it was not given
to me. *%Tn the multitude of people is the king’s honour, but in the
¢ ¢ want of people is the destruction of the prince.” (Prov. ziv. 28).
* Again, woe is pronounced against those who join house to house and
* field to field, till they dwell alene in the midst of the land, and no place
¢ left for the poor to dwell in (Isaiab v. 8). T%he Honowrable the Royal
¢ Commission, now making Inguiry into the Condilion of the Crofiers in the
¢ Islands and Highlands. Gentlemen—May it please your honours, we
“the crofters of Annat of Torridon do hercby unanimously crave your
¢ attention to the following remarks respecting our condition as crofters,
¢ Our holdings at present consist of one acre and a half of arable land, of
f very poor and unproductive quality, a great deal of it being mossy and
¢ boggy, and in some places below the level of the high weter mark, so
* that portions of it are floeded by the high spring tides, Such portions
* of it as are high and dry are composed of rough gravelly soil mixzed with
¢ sand—this quality of land is valued at £1, 10s. per acre, thus amounting
“to £2, bs. per 1} acre, slso the grazing of one cow wvalued at £1, 15,
* all of which amounts to £4. Likewise, last year the poor rates were
 Is. 11d. per £, School Board 8%d. per £, and one 4d. per £ for registra-
¥ tion and public health, in all 10s. 10d. Nodoubt there is 2 difference in
¢ the quality of the soil on this estate, as well as there is on other estatea,
‘ But who thus valued the Iznd we do not know, we do not suppose that
“the proprietor himself did it. DBut whoever was the valuator, he Lad
® not, it appears, the welfare of the poor erofters at heart, bus the reverse;
* the device being not live and let live, but we will give them this hungry
¢ morsel with plenty of salt on it, if they can swallow it let them do it, if
 not let them go where they can get better, we will disgust and starce
¢ them out; this has been the order of it in other places in the Highlands
*as well as here.  Qur stock, as before mentioned, consists of one cow ¢ nd
¢ 2 calf which is generally sold at the ags of fourteen or fifteen months,
* this year realizing an average of £5, accerding to quality, and sometimes
* there may not be a stirk every year. 'This isall that goes to the market
¢ from our eroft, not a boll of mesl eomes from the mill as the produce of
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‘the croft, but many are bought throughout the year. The estate of
¢ Torridon, which was bought by Mr Darroch feom Colonel M‘Baruer gome
“ten years ago, may be divided into five districts or hamlets, Wester
¢ Aligin and Easter Aligin, Fasag, Aunat, and Badanwmhuyie, and as it is
¢ expected that delegates from these will appear before the Commissien,
¢ we will refrain from making any reference regarding them, but orly that
*they are on the same level with ourselves. In the year 18338 Mr
¢ M‘Barnet, who was a West Indian or South American planter, bought
¢ this estate from Seaforth M‘Kenzie. DBefore this time, the crofters on
¢ the estate had the benefit of the hill pasture all round, having a fair
¢ summing of sheep on the hills, and goats also—two or three mileh cows
¢ —or a3 many as they could conveniently winter, with plenty of arable
¢ land to cultivate aud plenty of wool for making blankets and other cloth
¢ for men and women, a commodity of which we are now deprived, the
¢ rent at that time was ranging from £3 to £4 and £3, the people, having
¢ horses and ploughs among them. At the time when Mr M‘Barnet bonght
¢ the estate, in the year 38, there were about eight families in Aunat,
¢ having all the arablo land then available, and the hill pasture, and as
* many cattle as they were able to keep, and some horses and ploughs at a
“rent of £6. On the north side of the river, which was then called
¢ Darcynapuaran, or in English the Grove of Springs, there were about
f pwenty-six or twenty-seven families, the majority of which paid Seaforth
¢ MKenzie for their crofts and hill pasture from £4 to £5, according to
¢size of croft. They had an offer again of the hill pasture from the
¢ new proprietor at a rise of rent, which thoy did not accspt, and the con-
¢ saquence was, that they were ordered to clear their sheep off the hill, and
* dispose of them the best way they could, cattle and all being served with
¢ writs of ejectment from crofts and houses, The proprietor stocked the
¢ hill for himself ; some of the families emigrated to America, and othors
¢ removed whither they could get an open gate. As there was no force
¢ used to eject them from their houses, some stuck to their houses, and are
¢ alive there yet. Then it was surmised that the Annat crofters, on the
¢ south side of the river, had their tenancy or holding too cheap, so that
¢ seven families on the north side had an offer of crossing the river which
¢ was accepted, and the arable land subdivided in equal Ints, having their
¢ gshare of hill pasture and all set down at £5 rent. Now the rent nearly
¢t doubled, fifteen families paying £5 each. In this form we had the
¢ privilege of the hill pasture and grazing for cattle, until the year 1868,
¢ The lease being out, a new factor cams on the field, Adam Currer, acting
¢ undar Colonel M'Barnets trustees, he gave us notice that our teuure of
¢ hill pasture and croft were ended, and that he would buy the most of
¢ them, that is the stock of sheep; we obeyed the order, gathered them to
¢ the sheep fold, where they wers sorted and valued by the factor and his
¢ aasistants to their own satisfaction, and stocked the hill agalm for the
¢ truatees. In February 1868 a letter was sent from the trustees in our
¢ behalf, to the ground officer, with instructions, giving us an offer of the
¢ arable land, with one cow for stock, ata rent of £3, or in case of refusing
* this offer, the terms of which were read before us in both langtages, we
* would have to flit and remove from our houses and all. We accepted
¢ the offer, but at the same time we were told that we durst not take pos-
¢ session of the ground until the arrival of the factor, who was to give us
¢ the full permission. He delayed his journey so long that we were getting
* impatient, and as we had some sea-ware ready on the shore and beginning
¢ to decompose, some of us were for starting the planting, but others were
¢ opposed to this, through fear of trespassing.  Ultimately the factor made
¢ his appearance on the ground, but to our horror and mortification wa
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¢ were told that we were not to get & yard of it, and be would hardly
‘ speak to us at all ; s0 we applied to the ground officer for the letter or
* document whick was sent to us, and read iu our hearing, but he refused
‘togiveit up. This document vught to be kept by us, but he, the ground
¢ officer, said that he would keep it as safe himself, and it is in his safe
¢ custody to this day. We threatened to cite him before the sheriff at Ding-
“wall ; e said, when there, he would deliver it up, but this threat of ours
* was never carried into execution. We were now in a dilemma what to
‘do, we had nothing to show as our authority to take possession of the
¢ arable land, whether the factor knew anything about this letter or docu-
‘ ment we do not know, nor by whom the resolution of giving us the land
* was reversed we do not koow, but to all appearancs the factor kuew
‘ something about it. Now we entreated and importuned the factor to
¢ give us, if not more, some potato ground. At last he, the factor, eon-
* sonted to give us a slice of the arzble land, now the whole acreage of
* arable land in Annat is reckomed to be abount forty-five acres; mnearly
¢ two-thirds of this was marked out and appropriated by the factor as a
*common of grazing park. The remainder was given to us, with the
¢ grazing of one cow, at a rent of £3. At this time there wers about
¢ twenty families on tha north side of the river, who wers getting small
¢ plots of ground for planting potatoes, before Mr Currer the new factor
* appeared on the ground they would oot now get a bit of the ground to
¢ plant anything. But to tighten the reins of oppression, which make a
‘ wise man mad, upon our necks, they were ordered to cross the river aud
¢ get a share of what was allotted to us, for planting potatoes only—and
‘the rest given to us to make the best of it, so this state of things
‘ remained unaltered, until 3Mr Darroch appeared on the ficld and took
¢ possession of the estate in the year 73 as proprietor, and set about
* ameliorating and reforming this anomalous state of things. First he
¢ relieved us of those who were sent amongus to plant from the north side
¢ of the river, and sapplied them with more or Jess land to plant corn and
¢ potatoes on the north side near their own houses. There were eightecn
¢ families in Aunat, having their share of what Mr Currer allotted to us,
¢ and an order was issued by the factor that the calf, as svon as possible,
¢ be despatched or disposed of some way, almost as soon as it was dropped
¢ by its mother. Fearing that this order would not be carried out to the
¢ letter, we were ordered to send the calf to their dairy, to be fod for
¢ themselves of course, valued at 10s. per head, and as we had no bull of
¢ our owa at this time, we were charged 5s. each calf for the use of their
*bull. As some were feeding their calf to kill it themselves, the factor,
‘ suspecting that some might be kept concealed in our houses, on a
¢ November evening entered our houses, with a candle in bis hand to light
¢ him into corners where he imagined a calf or a stirk might be concealed.
¢ These things have reduced us to the lowest term.  What can be expected
*to arise from sach treatment but penury and destitution. As before
* stated, Mr Darroch dealt out to eighteen families svme twenty-seven
¢ acres, divided among ourselves in equal shares of one and a half acre for
* each fzmily, with grazing of one cow; he also supplied ws with a bull
*free of charge. At his entry into the estate the people got plenty of
¢ work, ab his new buildings, road forming, and wood planting ; and even
¢ just now, those who got seed from Mr Darroch last spring are getting
¢ work to pay it. He claims no work to be done to him iu addition to
¢ rent, and pays for all work executed for him. We have ample run for
¢ the cattle, there is no restrictions upon vs to take sea-ware, and cnt peat
¢ and turf in proper places; in all these things we declars that the pro-
¢ prietor made us something better than he found wus, so that, excepting,
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¢ the land question, we give Mr Darroch credit as a kind, afiable, and
‘ munificent gentleman, ready to suoccour the necessitous who apply to
¢ him, if it is in his power to relieve them. Now with regard to the tillage
¢ of our laud, there is not a horse, nor a cart, nor a plough in possessicn
‘ of the crofters here, the bout is the sea cart, carrying the sea-ware to the
‘ ghore, the creel is the next cart, carrying from the shore to the field ;
¢ the old cas-chrowm to delve, and the haund rake to smoothen the surface;
¢ all these comprise the farming implements of the crofters here,  Yet we
¢ atrugele with it for the sake of & home, and indeed most of the homes,
¢ or houses here, are of a very homely description—old reekies, consisting
*of two or titree apartments, the third occupied by the cow and the hens,
“ entering by the same deor with the human inmates, The landlord
¢ affords timber free to thoses who may be disposed to build a new cottage,
“and promises compensation in case of removal, but as long as the old
‘ ones stand, they will be occupied. The people are disheartened from
¢ building new houses on account of the smallness of their holding, unless
¢ compelled through sheer necessity to do it, and very few among the
¢ crofters can afford the expense. The whole of the hill pasture of Torridon
“is a deer forest, not a sheep farm on the whule estats; the proprietor
* found it cleared of sheep, and so it remains. What we want in the
* meantime is that the land which we cultivate be valued by an experienced
¢ agricultuiist, according to its quality, and if so done we ars willing to
¢ tuke some more of it, at least, as much as will keep another cow with
¢ proportionate out-run, otherwise we cannot take more of it. Aund alse
“if we could get pasture for a few sheep, say, 2 dozen for each family, or
* even half a dozen, would be so much help. Since we lost the Lill pasture
¢ fifteen years ago we are running out of night and day cloth, both of
* which in furmer years, when we bad the wool, were manufactured at our
¢ own firesides. There are eighteen houses in Aunat where fire is kindled,
¢ the pupulation of which is about sixty-six, old and young.  Of the former
‘ gighteen fawilies who paid full rent and rates fouvteen planted last spring,
‘ The young of both sexes, as soon as they attain puberty, make off to
* where they ean best live, some of the young men go to trades, others
¢ emigrating to the colonies, whence cometh complaints, especially from
¢ New Zealand, that the insatiable and avaricious spirit which pervades
¢ the hearts of too many at home has gone abroad, even to ihat colony,
* where the land in a great measwre is engrossed and monopolized by land
¢ gpeculators, buying up large blocks of the land from Glovernment on easy
* terms and reselling it by auction in small divisions, at exvrbitant prices,
¢ to the detriment of the people. Geantlemen, these enormities cry loudly
* for redress and reform at home and abroad.  As the foregoing pages may
‘ not be paragraphed to the taste of practical writers, it is hoped that
* defects and defanlts in the composition, eonstruction, and arrangement of
* this somawhat unpleasant parration will be excused. Now, wishing the
¢ eflorts of the Royal Commission every success, we remain, Honoured
¢ Sirs, your obedient servants, the crofters of Annat.’

293064, Did they draw up any paper }—My information is that thirteen
of them signed the paper.

29863. Why did they not give the paper to their own delegate I—They
chiose another man before me as a delegate.

29866. Where is the other man —Sitting over there—Roderick
M‘Beath. The paper remained in the possession of the writer of it

29867. Do you know as matter of fact that that is the paper [showing]?
~1I could not vead, but T believe it i3 ths paper.

29868, Can you write your name -~ No.

23859, Is this your pame ¢ John Mackenzie’+—Yes, that is wy signa-
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ture. The paper was not read to me, and I made a mistake in that
respect,

29870, [ 7o Roderick M*Beath] Lock at that paper —[ Roderiek M Beath]
That is my signature ; I wrote it myself.

29871. Do you know what is in it 2—1 heard some of it read.

29872. Why did you sign a paper which you had not heard read over?
—We were all gathered together about the time of its compesition aud
telling what was to be put down.

29873. Who wrote it 7—John Maedonald,

20874, What is John Macdoneld *—He is a brother of a crofter in the
place.

29875. What is his own occupation '—He just helps his brother.

20878, Sir Kenneth Mackenzie.—Do you remember the year 18387 —
{ Mackenzie]. Yes,

29877. How muny tenants were there in Annat at that time ~—Eight.

20878, What rent were they paying I—£8 each.

29879, Do you know if there were any arrears of rent due by any of
them ?—1I eavnot tell ; Twas rot paying much attention at that time; my
father was alive. The M‘Barnets increased that rent of £6 to £10 each,
and increased the number of families from eight to sixteen,

29880. So that the sixteen families 2ach paid £57—Yes. There was
some peat ground reclaimed with borrewed money by the factor upon the
estate at the time—Colonel Macpherson—and for this ground we paid 10s,
each, but I cannot give dates,

29881, How long did you continne to pay £5 %—About nine years.

20882, At the end of the nine years were the rents well paid or were
there arrears upon the place ™1 was not in arrears myself, but probably
some of my neighbours were.

29883. Was it because you were in arrears that Mr M‘Barnet let the
place as a sheep farm ?—1I don’t know that that was exactly the case.

29884, What do you think was the reason 7—The wanager that lived
upon the other side of the burn thought that ¢ur plaee should pay better
than it was paying at that time. Although some were succeeding others
were not.  We thought that was the reason,

29383, Then as a whole the Annat crofters were not succeeding at that
time —Seme of them succeeded better than others.

29886, Who was the manager on the other side of the burs?—James
Mackintosh. He was mznager for a sheep farmer upon the other side of
the river befcre M‘Barnet got the property.

20887. The other side of the river was not a sheep farm before
M¢‘Barnet got the property I—Not exactly before he got the property—but
before he got possession. )

29883, My Fraser-3Mackintosh.— Were the whele contents of this paper
talked of by the people themselves before it was put in writing +—Yes.

29889, Does it represent their sentiments ?—-Certainly. There is one
thing in the paper that T do net agree with ; that is, asking Mr Darroch
for sheep. He is an excellent proprietor, not to be beat in his dealings
with the poor men anywhere. But the land is dear, 2 croft only having
one cow and one ealf, Then the tide burst in uwpon us, and the lower
portion of our town is uoder level of high-water mark, so that the sea
covers a greater portion of the inside and middle of onr tewnship now, and
becanse of this encronchment of saly water, supposing the erops were com-
ing to the ear they won’t ripen.
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Caaries James Murrav, Proprietor, Lochearron (31)—examined

29890, The Chairman.—I believe you desire to make a statement on a
particular point %—There was a point made by the inhabitants that the
shingle is taken away from the south-east end of this village by the road
commissioners and ships in search of bLallast. By the removal of this
shingle they consider these stances are endangered. Several high tides
have occurred in the last few years, and one or two years ago they washed
away the road in front of the village here; and they fear for the stances
upon which their houses are built., They have complained, and there bave
bzen some local sguabbles between them and the commissioners. I am
not awars what steps have been taken in conaection with the matter.

29891. Who is the foreshore supposed to belong to %—That isa question
T cannot tell, Tt is claimed for the proprietor, and thers is a statement
put forward, which you heard, from the first witness, and which I do not
understand, about its belonging to Government.

29892, With reference to ships taking it away for ballast,—bave you
jnterdicted the ships %—That has becn prevented, I am informed, by the
ground officer,

29893, Then the quarrel now lies with the road commissioners +—Yea.

29894, Have you made a representation to them $—1 am prepared to
do so.

29895, Is there any other point upon which you wish to make any
rematrk ?—XNof at present,

ALExaNDrR Livizgstox, Merchant, Fearnabeg (47)—examined,

© 29896. The Chairman.—\What statement have you to make I—* Com-
¢ plaint for North Coast, Applecross.—No roads, distance over tweuty miles;
¢ people numbering about four hundred; three schools; children kept back
¢ for want of road ; petition late Lord Middleton and refuse road ; post-
¢ man running twelve miles off the coast ; service kept back with rivers and
¢ burns, and want of roads whatever. To this we humbly crave the Com-
¢ missioners to draw their attention, and ever pray.’

29397. How far is the place from the public road $+—Sixteen miles from
the public road of Applecross, and tweive miles from the publie road of
Shieldaig.

29398. Which would be the most convenient place te be connected with,
the sixteen or the twelve !—Both roads, to cpen the countsy.

29899. Which did you want first +—From Shieldaig we had a postman
running to Fearnabeg, twelve miles,

29900, Would this road of twelve miles be useful to several townships
besides your own 7—Yes, to six or seven townships,

29901. Do you expect the road comimissioners to make the road, or is
it an application to the proprietor which you make —-We petitioned kis
Lordship for the road and he refused—he did not refuse it, bug at the time
we petitloned him he sent a note to the ground officer to go and measure
the length between Inverbain and Applecross, and before that came into
operation his Lordship died and it was never done.

29902. Would this road you desire be useful to those six or seven town-
ships? Would it be useful to any other place, or would it only have a
local utility +—It would be useful to the whole place.

29903. Supposing Lord Middleton consented to go to the expense of
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making the road, or most of the expense, would the crofters in those
different townships do something in the way of labour to help him I—They
promised that at the time of the petition. They said they would put in 2
week’s work to help the roads.

29904, A week's work for each family in all the different places }—~Yes.

29905. How many families would there be?—There would be different
famalies according to the number of the people.

28906. There is a road already marked upon the map—what sort of
road is it 7—1It is a road the proprietor takes there for the deer and game-
keepers ; it iz oot for the use of tenants,

29907, Is it good enocugh for the people to drive alung with carts 91—
No, only a small road, four or five feet broad.

29908, You think the people would still be willing to give six days’
Yabour if Lord Middleton wounld undertake the other expense $—1 hope so,
because they said it at first,

29909. Is there any great difficulty in the conntry &—Many difficulties.
The country is blocked here for waut of a road; the children cannot get
to school.

29910, Would it Le difficult to make a road I—The ground is pretby
reagh, and there are rivers and burns where bridges would be required.

29911. Would Jou reguire several bridges —Y, es, according to the num-
ber of rivers and burns.

29912, At first it might do if there were some bridges made 7—Ycs, but
without a road they cannot do right.

20913, Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—~Do you pay road moneyt—Yes, we
were paying road money since the olden times, but when they put more
rent on the crofters they put the road money in connexion with the money
they put on the land.

29914, It is all one sum now +—VYes,

29915. How many people live in the town where you are from—how
many families 7—There are six families.

29916. Are there any other merchants but yourself —Xot in the neizgh-
bhourhoed, but there is one on the coast.

29917. How far from yon $—About six miles,

29918. Is it by boat that you get things for your stors?—Yes, we
caunot do but by boats.

20919. Have you applied to the present Lord Middleton upon the sub-
jeet —No.

29920. He does not stay so mueh in the country +—No, he is confined
now bimself, and is not coming to the estate. We have nob seen him for
three years.

29921, Is it not a great loss not to have a resident proprietor —I
suppose 50.

24922, Are your crofts cheaply rented 7—Yes,

29923, You have no complaint on that score -—No, there is not much
complaint of the crofts; the rent is reasonable.

29924, Are there many crofters on the estate of Lord Middleton —Yes,
lots of croftera.

29925, Are they all well off 1 ~Not them all ; some are not.

29926, Are there any representatives from the crofters here to-day %—
There are other two f{rom the estate hers with grievances; I don’t know
what about,

29927, What are their namesJohn M‘Lennan, Cuaig, and Denald
Macrae,

26928, Where is Cuaig 7—About three miles from Fearnabeg.

. 29929, Further away from here }—Yes. p
¥
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29930. Is there a large number of people about Cualg $—Seven or cizlt
crofters I suppose.

29931, Is that one of the townships which would be benefited by tlis
road I—Yes, There are twelve villages along the coast altogether.

29932, And the road would benefit the whole of them It would,

29933. 1Iow many people might be living in those twelve tuwnshipsi
—About four hindred between young and old.

29934, Are you aware that now it is not the proprietor that is bound to
make a rond but the trustees of the district?—Yes, I understand so.

29935, Why didn’t yousend a petition to Dingwall to the trastees $—I
never came to consider this until just now, and we would rather put that
in the hands of the Commissioners,

29936. Have you anything else to say I—Not at this time

Doxawp Macrag, Crofter and Tailer, Cuaig (63) —ezamined,

29937, The Chairman.—What have you come here for +—1 came to see
what was going on.

29938, Have you gut any representation to make I don't know that
we have anything to say which our own proprietor would not do for us.

29939, Is there anything you wish to do for yourselves$—I think he
himself will do all that we want,

20940, Sheryff Nicvlson.—You have nothing to complain of I—No.

Jorw M‘Lenwan, Crofter, Cuaig (63)—examined.

29941, The Chairman.—Have you anything te say —Na.

299432, Why did you come here mTo see what you were dving,

29243, Are you satisfied 1-—Well, the deer come and eat our crops, It
iz a hard thing for a man of my age to watch out every second night to
preserve my crops, and after all that the crops should be eaten up.

29944, Have you any one at home to assist you %I have only two sons
and they are at the east coast fishing to provide food for us,

29945. How many crofters are there in your place 7—Eight.

29946. Do they all suffer from the deer +—Yes, in the same way.

20947, Do you appoint a watcher at night amongst yourselves —IFuur
avery night,

20948. Does the proprietor pay them +—We never asked him to pay.

29949. Does the proprietor ever help you or pay you any compensation
for the damage done by the deer?—We never asked the proprietor any-
thing.

29950, Is it true that the deer really do you much harm —Of course,
guite certainly ; how can it be otherwise? Although I could take my
watch one night it would be very difficult for my wife, who might perhaps
be nursing, to watch the next night.  One might keep watch, but the other
might ot ; and so the crops are lost.

29931. Have you asked the proprietor to put up a fencet—Yes, we
spoke to him about a fence, and he said if we would put the stone our-
selves he would put the iron.

29952, What do you mean by putting the stone? How high would
you have to build the stone dyke - Three feet high, all the stone wall
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29953, Aud how long would it be ?-Over a mile. .

29954, Are there many stoues about the ground —In some places thets
are plenty stones along the course of the dyke; in others not.

29955, Would you not do well te take the proprietor's offer and help
him to lay the stones down =—Perhaps it would ; T believe we wounld be
butter off than weareif we did; I am certain of i4. But we thought
that the proprietor might perhaps help in building the stone wall if we
gathered the stones.

29956. Would you gather the stones if the preprietor would employ
skilled labonr to build the dyke™—1 can only speak for myself; I would
have been glad of that for many 2 long day; but the others are away at
the cast coast fishing and I cannot speak for them on that subject.

29957. Perhaps when they come back you will speak to them about
that and make an offer to the proprietor =—Perhaps so.

29958, How far are you from the place where the iron-vork could be
got. Could it be brought to your place by sea +—Yes.

29950, Would you help to ecarry it up to the ground +—Everything
wa could ; we would give assistance in every skape.

29960, Mr Fraser-Maclkintosh.—How many heads of families did
you say there are at Cunig?—There are eight lots and three families that
live upon the township in addition,

29961. Are all these families except two, yourself and the other man,
away earning wages i—Every one of them except myself and my neighbour
here. There is just one other man, and he is too old to come here—he is
lame.

29962, Your crofts even at the best do not support you, far less when
you are troubled with the deer —No, they would not support us although
there were no deer ; we never look to that. They would help us; they
would assist us; and they often assist us, althoogh the deer are injuring
us ; but if fences were set up they would assist us very much.

29963. Were you deprived of anything wken the forest was made s
furest =—XNo, we have plenty of hill pasture. That is all our complaint,

29964. Are the deer increasing in number’—Yes, in our place any-
way.
29965. Is there any township within some miles of you?—Yes, and
that township the crofters themselves fenced,

29966, How many miles isit from you?—About a2 mile, or a little
more. There is another township, Fearnmore, where the deer never came,

29967. Are yom aware that the forest has been let for some years
past #—1I cannot tell ; I know nothing about it.

29968. Are you not aware that the proprietor himself has not been
sporting for some years?—I know the propristor decs unot stop there;
others do; I don’t know whether it is a tenant or not.

29969. Althouzh you might not wish to trouble your landlord at the
same time, since the place is let to a tenant, why don’t you come down
upon the tenant for damage 7—We did not know that we could do that,
but evidently we kunow it now.

Joux Mackexzig, Ground Officer, Camustroil, Torridon (77)—examinaci.

29970, The Chairman.—-How long have you been ground officer of
Torridon }—Since 1827.
29871, Did you hear the statements made by the people coming from the
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Torridon estate?¥—IX did partly. T did not understend the whole, I was
such & distance off.

29972, Have you any statement you wish to make?Yex *I, John
¢ M*Kenzie, son of the late ground officer, Torridon, was appointed ground
¢ officer shortly after my father's death, 1826. Everything went on,
¢ well until the estate was sold by Seaforth in 1338 to the Iate Mr M.
¢ Barnet, Immediately after the sale Seaforth requested me to call on
¢ him at Brahan Castle. On my errival there he brought under my notice
¢ the large sums of arrears against the Torridon tenants, and enguired of
“ me what course T wounld recommend him to take for the recovery of this
¢ large sum. I then brought under his notice that if he would take legal
¢ steps the whele parties were to be rained, and that he could not expect
‘ to pocket mneh ; but if he would be pleased to allow me to call no them
‘and advise them to come forward willingly with some of their cattle that
¢ he would have the whole value of these cattle when sold by his instruc-
‘“ tions. He agreed at oncs, and gave me full charge to follow up my plan.
¢ Every one on the estate came forward willingly with some of their cattle,
“and both parties seemed well plensed. The very first thing our new
¢ proprietor did was to summon nearly all fromn the estate. Many
¢ families emigrated to North America then, but the whole of these got
¢ some help in money from Mr M¢ Barnet. The four townships of Durry
¢ were then removed from their houses, and those who were not able then to
¢ leave the place had to build new houses at Fasag near the shore. The
¢ place then was let as one sheep farm—Durries, Wester Corry, and [nver
¢ Alligin. Then the whole of these poor people were entirely at the merey
‘ of this shesp farimer and his manager. As tliere was not & factor or
¢ proprietor living on the estate, the whole of these poor cottars endured
¢ very great hardships, not getting more than cne third of potato ground
¢ that they would rejuire, and shilting them now and again as it suited
¢ their purposes; and continued so until the present proprietor got the
¢ estate, which turned out a very great blessing and booan to the whole of
* the Torridon people.  Annat and Wester Alligin were allowed to manage
¢ a3 they thought best, as these two townships had sheep and cattle, At
‘ last the Westar Alligin people were made to believe by the sheep manager
¢ that if they cleared their sheep from the farm he would give them so
¢ much mouey for the wintering of the place, and as a number of them
¢ had no sheep, they pressed the others to accept of this plan, and all
¢ agreed ; but whenever the sheep were cleared off the manager never tock
¢ their wintering, But it was quite contrary with me and the Annat men,
* for it was thoroughly against our will that we partad with the shesp
‘stock, as I had since 1833 tho fourth of the hill grazing and stock.
¢ About this time the tenant of the sheep farms failed, and then the pro-
¢ prietor had to take his stock anto his hands, and then Annat and Wester
¢ Alligin had to part with their whole stock but cne cow each, and the new
* rules "wers that all the calves were to be either killed or sold before
¢ Martinmas, being then only five or siz months. During these yeers of
‘ the greatest hardships we had to buy so much of the sea-ware from these
* sheep farmers, U'ke Annat people were threatened to be removed from the
‘ estate unless they complied with these rules. In 1872, when Mr Darroch
¢ purchased the estate, there were heavy arrears, but by much trouble and
¢ perseverance I bought up these arrcars at a low rate, and paid a certain
“sum ; the people got all the benefit of this transaction of mine. Then
* came the blessed change, for the first thing Mr Darroch made was to give
‘an enclosed park ou the Maing Farm for all the Fasag people (twenty
¢ families, with the sea-ware attached to it for 15s, each). Some of those
¢ with small families raise as much corn erop and hay as will pay their
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“rent, At that time there was only one cow at Iuver Alligin, and now,
¢ twenty families there have a milk cow and some yeld cettle at Fasag.
* No cows then, but now eight families have cows at Annat, each has
t three or four head of cattle, and so have they at Wester Alligin. At
¢ Wester Alligin Mr Darroch advanced them money to buy sheep stock
¢ for the hill there. The great majority of them were delighted with this,
¢ but some of them were not. However, Mr Darroch sent his manager
¢ with one of them to the Muir of Ord market, and bought hoggs there for
¢ themn. After several years of experience they began to grumble, and
¢ frequently complained that it was not a paying concern, until at last it
¢ was nearly unanimously decided to sell the stock and to pay Mr Darroch
¢ his money, the balance remaining was then equally divided among them.
* At last Martinmas term Mr Darroch gave them and the Inver people
¢ the whole of the hill pasture of Wester Alligin for any overstock of
¢ eattle they would choose to rear and keep, for each cow wasz only to be
¢ charged for the year ten days work for him atb the most convenient time
¢ for them to be absent fromn their own work. Mr Darrochk has been
¢ uncommonly kind to ezch and alt of us, old and young, in clothing and
‘food ; he has given the whole sca-ware, allows to cut peats, to pull
¢ heather and brakens wherever most convenient to us, gives timber for
¢ building and repairing all the honses gratuitously; at last Martinmas
¢ collection gave a deduction of £25 per cent., and last spring supplied the
* whole with oat seed and potatoes; takes the greatest intevest in the
¢ education of the children, and often supplies them with books ; on several
¢ pceastons gave money for purchasing herring nets aud cattle, and lastly,
* pot the least boon has been the means of supplying us with a resident
* missionary, all the time officiating on this his property. I, John
¢ M‘Kenzie, residing at Camustrole, Torridon, and a ground officer here
¢ gince 1827, had the charge of the parish of Shicldaig during the Highland
¢ destitution, was elected a member of the Parochial Board of Applecross
¢ from the passing of the Act, and also a member of the School Board until
¢ last year, when I resigned voluutarily, so that . cught to know as much
¢ 23 many about the condition of the Torridon people, and I never saw
¢ them as well offas now. The Wester and Inver Alligin people have all the
¢ arable lands there, and on account of the good pasture for all the cattle
¢ on the estate I do consider that two cows are now as useful for dairy
¢ purposes and markets as three formerly, 1 omitted $o state that Mr
¢ Darroch bought for us superior bulls and made a present of them to us,
¢ Some young cows this year got as high as £13 here, and stott stirks
‘from £6, 63, to £7, 10s. To all the people who did not go to the
¢ fishing he gives employment generally for their own comfort—-roads, &ec,
¢ And although soms think the arable lands are teo high rented, still,
¢ taking everything into consideration, I do not consider it to be so.
¢ Remembering past years when we would hardly be allowed to turn off
¢ their sheep from our crops, it was a happy day for us when these sheep
¢ of theirs were removed, and our cattle to be allowed to graze in these
¢ forests.—JorN M‘Kevzig’

99973, Sir Kenneth Muckenzie,—Did you hear what John Mackenzie
from Annat said ?—1I did not fully understand.

29974, He said ¢ In Febroary 1868 a letter was sent from the trustees
¢ on our behalf to the ground officer with instructions, giving us an offer
¢ of the arable land, with one cow for stock, at a rent of £3, orin case of
* refusing this offer, the terms of which were read to us in both langnages,
¢+ we would have to flit and remove from our houses and all.  We accepted
¢ the offer, but at the same time we were told that we must not take
¢ possession of the ground until the arrival of a factor who was to give ux
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¢ the full pesmission. ITe delayed his journey so long that we were getting
¢ impatient, and as we had some sea-ware ready on the shore and beginning
¢ to decompose, some of us were for starting and planting ; but others were
¢ opposed to this through fear of trespassing. Ultimately the factor made
¢ his appearance on the ground, but to our horror and mortification we
¢ were told we were not to get a yard of it, and he would hardly speak to
“us at all. So we applied to the ground officer for the letter or document
¢ which was sent to us and read & ouwr hearing, but he refused to give it
*up. This document ought to be kept by us. But the ground officer
¢ said he would keep it as safe himself, and it is in his safe custody to this
¢ day. We threatened to cite him before the sherif at Dingwall, but this
¢ threat of ours was never carried into execution.’” What do you know
about that letter I—Notling whatsoever do I know about that letter.

29975. But you were the ground officer at that time 3—I was,

29976. And you recollect nothing about it I—I recollect nothing about
it.
" 29977. Do you remember what changes took place in 1868 1—1I do;
and I suffered more because I had one fourth of the whoele of that stock
mopself. I was as much displeased as any of them, and had more reasun
to be so.

29973, And you don't remember that thoy got the offer of the place at
£3 rent, with one cow; I do, and they were for years living under that
offer paying £3 of rent.

29979. But there was some potato ground they were to get which they
did not get 1—1I dow’t remember those partieulars.

20980. What arable iand had they for the £3; had they ever more
than they have now +—XNo, nor so much, because those people at Annat,
the twenty families at Fasag, were thrown in upon them that same year.

29931, But had they not the offer of that ground before the Fasag
people were thrown in wpon them ; was there a letter sent by the factor
te you offering that gromnd +—I canunot recollect anything about that
latter.

29082, The Chairman.—In general, in all those years were the people
Eery much persecuted and very unhappy +—They were, both on Fasag and

nnat,

29983. And the ground officer was the same as the people —Yes,

29034, It was not with your consent at all that was doue }—It was
theroughly against my will altogether.

20085, Aro you still ground officer I am.

29986, Then you must be pleased now to see the change? —And so T
make a full confession of that.

28987, Does it make you happy I—Tt does in every sense of the word.

29988. Do you think that the people might still get a little more
pasture with the consent of the proprietor %—The people are allowed by
the proprietor to keep overstock on the condition that they are to givé
ten days of their work for the keep of that cow.

29989. Is their pasture within a fence or open behind }—Tt is open
behind, and sc much the better for us, it is better for our cattle.

29990, The overstock can go wherever they like 7—We have the benefi$
of tho forest,

29631 When they go far out do they meet deer—there is no sheep
tgere *—mnot one, It was a lucky day for us when we gut clear of the
81ecp.

29992, You pay £10 a year of rent 1 —Ves,

29993. How many acres of arable ground is there in your holding 1—1I
cannoy answer that.
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29994, Supposing you were not the ground officer, but merely a
werofter, and had this large croft of £10, do you think you would be able
‘to make a living with your family ¥—And so T would certainly.

29995. I suppose you get some salary for being ground officer 7—1I do.

29996, Supposing you had no salary, but were a crofter and bad to live
off that croft alone, would you be able to make a subsistence off the eroft
and keep and suppert your family in comfort 3—1I would.

29997. Suppusing you had a son who could help youl—Supposing 1
had a son, the more the better.

99998, DBut could you do it sll yourself or would you have to be assist-
ed +—Of course, assisted.

29599, How many cattle can you keep—what is your summing +—Just
as much as the rest—three cows, and one or two followers for each cow.

30000, Any sheept—No, not one upon the estate.

30001. A horse?—1I have a horse.

30002, And how many acres of arable ground?—I did improve
that cruft of my own greatly—fenced and drained and greatly improved
it.

20003, Had you any lease?—I had a nineteen years lease at my eniry
in the year 1833. At the expiry of that lease I got a new lease for
fourteen years. :

30004, Whas the rent raised +—It was,

30005. How much +—1I had to pay £2 more.

30006. And at the end of the fourteen years; what happened theni
—Then we were deprived of our sheep stock. As long as that lease wus
in existence they could not do that. As the estate was then in the market
we would get no renewal of leasecs, The property was intended to be
sold ; neither I nor they would get any new lease.

30007. Have you got a new lease then 7—No.

30008. Bat you are not afraid of being disturbed 2—Not in the least.

30009. Do you think that any industrions man would be able to live
and support his family who had a eroft or farm about the size of yonrs?
—T do; but it is impossible to expect that a £4 croft will support a man.

30010. Would the tenant have sometimes to work for other people
with his eart and horse and earn wages, or would he really get on without
working for wages at all7—Well, with such a croft as I have at present,
& person would have work enough on it for himself.

30011. Ay Fras r-Mackintosh.~—All the year roundt—All the year
round.

30012. Z%e Chairman.—What is the reason that people are not allowed
to keep sheep on this property +—That i3 our new proprietor’s rules.

30013. What is the reason for doing it1—He prefers to have it asa
dear forest ; that is all the explanativn I can give.

30014, Mr Cameron.—Did the people ever have any sheep in Mr
Darroch’s tiine —No ; the whole estate was clear of sheep before his entry,

30015. Did the people have any difficulty in mavaging their sheep
stock when they had them%—The Westor Aligin people were the only
people who had sheep during Mr Darroch’s time,

30016, Did the people ever ask Mr Darroch to have sheep?—I bave
not heard, with the exception of the Wester Aligin people.

30017. But you don’t know whether the people as a body ever asked
Mr Darroch whether they might put sheep in the forest or not+—Not te
my knowledge,

ROS8.

SmiELDATG,

John
Mackenzie.




ROSS,

SHIELDAIG.

Donald

Maclennan.

1928 Iighlands and Islands Commission.

Doxarp Macrexxax, Ground Officer (recalled)—examined.

30018. The Chairman.—We want to understand thoroughly the nature
of the tenure of land in this village of Shieldaig—irom whom the people
hold, and what the nature of theic tenure is. Are they feuars or tenants
at will, or how are we to regard them 1—As far as I understand, some of
them have leases, fifty-seven years leases granted by the late Thomas
Mackenzie of Applecross. There were about half a dozen such leases in the
village of Shieldaig; and as far as I can understand they have all expired.

30019, Were there any feus for 99 years or $99 years I—XNone except
the GGovernment property, which speaks for itself ; and the Free Church,
I think there is & new feu for that.

30020. What do you mean by the Government property—what is the
Government property +—Sir Keuneth can explain,—Sir Henneth Mackenzie.
The church and manse quoad sacra and a little bit of ground.

30021. Zhe Chairman.—What are the people here at this moment—
tenanots at will, like the other inhabitants of the township ¥—That is my
understanding of it.

30022, 8ir Kenneth Mackenzie.—And the leases have expired 1—As fur
as I nnderstand, they are all expired.

30023. The Chairman.—You said you knew nothing at all about the
alleged Government regulations which the first witness spoke to —1X naver.
Leard of them until to-day.

30024. Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—THd the Government acquire any right
fromn the Applecross proprietor for the Fisheries Soclety I havehzardabout
some Fisheries Society ; that there were four or five villages of such on the
west of Scotland, but I know nothing further about them ; just mere
talk ; I never found anything to prove that.

30025. Since all the leases have expired, why is it you do not charge
more than 5s. or 10s. for the houses, because I persume they are worth a
good deal more —Most of the houses have got land, and we charge for the
gardens and pot for the houses. Suppose a man lives upou his garden he
has the house and garden combined,

30026, Have the rents of the psople here been lifted at all 7—Not in my
time.

30027, The Chairman.—I see something like the foundations of a large
stone pier here }—There were two or three such built by the Commission
at the time of the destitution in 1844-45-46-47.

30028, What hias become of them ?—They are falling into ruin.  There
is an application just now by the erofters of Shicldaig to the new proprietir
for the repair of those piers, and I believe he has a mind to do what Le
can, with their assistance.

30029. And wili they be inclined to give a proper amount of assistance ?
—They are willing to do it.

30030, Afr Fraser-Mackintosh.—How many souls may there be in this
village 1—1 should say over 100.

30031. What do they do chiefly —They are a fishing population.

30032. Under what circumstances were the houses built, because they
are much hetter than are generally to be found in the West Highlands !
—As far as T understand this was a very prospersus fishing village abont
fifty or sixty years ago. 1 am told it was one of the best, and that there
were several fishing smacks and good large vessels such as achooners, and
someway or another they have fallen into wreck and ruin; the people have
fallen back and the vessels have disappeared.

30033. I suppose it was the encouragement of the fifty.seven yenrs’
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Jeases which probably induced the people to build better houses than nsual?
—T could not say as to that. I think a fifty-seven years’ leass is a very
dear lease for a good house; but it is better than nothing,

30034, Sir Henneth Mackenzie.—I see there are ten people in the
Valuation Roll who sit in the position of feuars, who are stated to pay
fen duties of Bs. and 10a ; for instance, the merchants here, Peter and
Dancan Grant, pay a feu-daty of 3s. a year —is that to Mr Murray --No,
they pay 24s. a year to Mr Murray.

30035. Who do they pay this 5s. to?—Not to Mr Murray, I lave
nothing to do with the return, I often find the assessor going wrong.
There is always o mistake about these things. Mr Grant is here and can
explain,

30036. Did they get a renewal of lease lately 1 —XNo.

30037. Have they a lesse 1——Not that [ am aware of _

30038 Do they only pay 24s. a year for the house{—And the land
along with it.

30039, But is not that hounse worth more than 24s. a year, if it is Mr
Murray’s house +—1It is their house—they claim it, and so did their father
before them.

30040. And withoat a lease they are allowed to remain in the house?
—Yes,

30041. And they pay 24s. =—Yes, for the garden ground.

30042. The garden does not appear here +-—No, it comes under another
head,

Duxcan MacLEs¥, Butcher, Slumbae, Loch Carron (73)—ezamined.

30043. The Cha/rman.—What have you come here for 7—T have very
little cause of gricvance for myself; 1 have come here to speak for the
pour pevple.

30044. Who authorised you to come +—T got anthority from Clach-na-
cuddin—irom Dezn of Guild Mackenzie, and several other people besides.

30045, Where was the place where the meeting was +—About Jeantown.
There were only three houses, and there are ninety people now,

30046. What was the meeting—how many people were there?—We
used to meet, 80 many of us, now and again, and they asked me to come
and speak, not that T was going to put any on2 down.

30047. Why did the people in that meeting not elect you a delegate ?
—They were all long before propoesing to do so.

30048. Have you any written statement or paper ?—No.

30049. If you will make a short statement yourself we will hear it 17—
At the time of the Mackenzies they took the most of the best of the
country, and gave it into a sheep farm, which was the curse of our High-
lands. The estate was about that time about thirty-five miles long by
twenty-five broad. And after that—the time when the Mackenzies sold
the estate again—it was divided into so many parts when it was Louglt
by the Duke of Leeds, They made so many parts in if that I saw sizteen
proprietors in all the bits they put on.  Now the best of it is under deer,
There were thousands of sheep formerly on that, and plenty cattle and
tenants, and even the ground is getting worse with heather and bog, that it
would not maintain balf of what it did before. And besides that, if the
proprietors would give us the land we would give far more value than the
great farmers do ; for the great farmers get what they want, and we wou't.
We would be a great help to the Goverument rather than one man; we
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would give them so much revenue-—tobacco, whiskey, and tes,—and pay
all these things ; and there would be a great deal of pecpls in the country
instead of one man having the best of it for a few deer. I could go on at
the like of that for a while.  And besides that the Government would have
s good many soldiers,

[ADIOURNFED.]

BALMACARA ROSS, THURSDAY, AUGUST 2, 1883,
Present :—

Tord Narier Axp Errrick, K. T., Chairman.
Sir Kexserao 8. Mackexzig, Dart.

Doxanp Camezoxn, Esq., of Lochicl, M.P.

C. Fraser-Mackinross, Eeq., M.T,

Sheriff NicoLsox, LL.D.

Professor Mackixyon, M.A.

Duwcan Sivcuatr, Schoolmaster and Reglatrar for the Parish of
Lochalsh, Auchtertyre (44)—examined.

30050. The Chairman.—How long have you held your present offices
—Eighteen years.

30051. Do yon appear here as & delegate 1—Yes

30052, From what fownship%—TFrom the townships of Avernish,
Kinnamoine (that is, the end of the peat moss), and Alt-na-stu.

30053. How many years have you been in Lichalsh +—Eighteen,

30054, Of what county are you a native+—Argyleshire.

30055, Have you any written statement?—Yes, for the various
townships.

30056, Will you have the goodness to read it %—I will :—* Stafement
* of the Tenants of Avernish.  We, the terants of the above fownship,
¢ wish to express our gratitude to the Royal Commissioners for giving us
¢ this opportunity of stating our grievances in regard to the land question.
¢ There are nine of us, including the mill eroft, which croft pays a rent of
¢ £20, the mill included. Three of us pay £3, 6s. each and five
¢ £2, Ts. 7d., making in all a total of £41, 15s. 11d. The grazings,
¢ which are in the possession of a sheep farmer, pay 2 tent of £60, and
¢ garry a stock of 200 sheep. The first three crofters have botween them
¢ about twenty acres in all, including rocks, bogs, and similar fertile soil.
¢ They each kesp two cows, and sow about one quarter oats, which on an
¢ average yields about double that quaniity; and they have to sow very
¢ thick, owing to the poverty of the soil. Each plants about five barrels
¢ of potatoes, and the return averages twenty-four barrels. The mill eroft
¢ extends to about four and a half acres (arable), with “outrun” for two
fcowa and followers. The remaining five crofters have fifteen acres
¢ between them of the same character and fifteen acres pasture, or keep
¢ for five cows. The sowing and planting is of the same description as
¢ the former, This was ab one time an important tewnship, and used to
¢ contain a large, prospercus, happy, and contented pepulaion; bha
f thirty-four years ago the bulk of the people were expatriated, as wsual,
¢ through the agency of the factor, who wished to form a sheep farm for
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* his son. Those who were allowed by the proprietor to remain after the
¢ factor had expressed his determination to have them evieted, in these
¢ words, “ Go you must, even though you shounld go to the bottom of the
¢ %3e3,” were allowed a mere fringe of the township, bordering on the
¢ rocky sea-shore.  These patches have been considerably improved since
¢ by the crofters at their own expense ; and, to make bad worse, some of
¢ them had to pay 14= a year in addition to their rents for the use of sea-
¢ ware for their soil. When the people were deprived of their township
“in 1849, the land was lefi as a sheepfarm, and some years afterwards
¢ about one-fourth of it was turned inte a plantation. The people one
*and all earnestly desire that the land of their forefathers should become
¢ their own again. They were led to understand that this desideratum
‘ might be granted last Martinmas; but since then the intention, if it
¢ gver did exist, seems to have been abapdoned, and, as far as the loeal
* authorities are concerned, leaves us more hopeless than ever. We
¢ therefore appeal to you, the Royal Commissioners, for redress of our
¢ grievances and restitution f our rights—Duxcay Sixerair, Kexxern
¢ FixLayson, delegates” T may remark that I tried to put the paper as
‘ear ag possible in the people’s own language. It was franslated from
their native Gaelic.—* Stutement by the Kinnamoine Tenants, There are
¢ five of us, and we cuch pay £4 rent, or £20 in all, with rates and taxes.
¢ Each ecroft consists of about five acres arable land—mostly peat-moss
* and shingle, and there is about five acres of good pasture in commen.
¢ Qur stock censists of one cow each; but this is teo much for our
¢ pasture, and we have occasionaly to tether them on our lots, We sow
* about one quarter oats each, and get a return of gne and a half holl
¢ patmeal on an average. We also plant about four and a half barrels
¢ potatoes, which yield a return of about five bolls, taking one year with
“another. Some of us generally rear a young beast, but we have to send
¢ them to graze somewhere else during the summer half-year. Our town-
¢ ghip is not an ancient one. It used to be not very long ago a peat-moss
¢ and quagmire; but at the commencement of the sheep.farming mania,
¢ when the people were regarded as a nuisance to be got rid of by driving
* tlem out of the country like noxious vermin, or by erowding them into
* barren promontovies or boggy hollows whick were useless for sheep, our
* township was then formed by locating families there who had been
¢ deprived of good land in other parts of the estate. There were ten
‘ crofters in it at one time ; but in one way or another the number was
¢ reduced to five, and then the small piece of pasture we have was given
“ta us, DPreviously the people had only the bare lote. Some elight
¢ improvements were effected by the proprietor, but the bulk of the
¢ yrenching, draining, and fencing has been done by ourselves or fathers,
¢ We never got payment for any work done; and if we were to remove
¢ under the present law, we could not claim any compensation, which we
¢ think very unjust. The houses of some of us are very wretched, and
¢ we all suffer great loss most years through the want of barns.  'We have
¢ often spoken to the proper authorities about this drawback, and offered
¢ty pay interest on the outlay for suitable buildings, but have always
¢ been refused. It is only the big farmers who get those favours. We
¢ wara offered, however, wood and lime if we would build ourselves; Lut
¢ then the buildings would be the properiy of the laird. If we were
¢ assured of compensation, we would put them up at our own expense.
* Qur own peat-banks having become exhausted many years ago, we got
¢ pthers free on the township of Ardelve; but these also having tun ont
f some years ago, we have had since to get them on some of the big
¢ farms, where we have been charged 7s. 6d. and occasionally 10s. a year
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¢ for them. We consider this a very great grievance indeed, as it is the
¢ custom, we believe, generally in the Highlands, for all who pay rent to
* have the right to fuel on the estate free of charge. It was never the rals,
¢ in this parish at least, till some of the present biy farmers, throngh greed
¢ and the sanction or connivance of friendly factors, commenced to charge
¢ a good many years ago. Some of them do not charge at all, and others
‘only 2s. 6d. a year. We don’t think the proprietor ever knew of this
¢ jniquitous charge. Another complaint we have is that sufficient sea-
¢ ware is not allotted us for our requirements. e have to buy some
* gvery year, for which we pay ab the rate of 3s a boat-load. If we had
‘more pasture and could keep several beasts, the increased supply of
* byre manure would enable us to do with less sea-ware, Fora long
‘time we have suffered great loss from the Conclira and Amnchtertyre
¢ sheep eating up our corn and grass; but now, within the last few days,
¢ wire fences have been run up between us and these farms, so that we
¢ are secure from their depredations for the future. We bLelieve that the
¢ coming of the Royal Commission here has been the means of conferring
¢ this benefit upon us. Having now stated our grievances, we may
¢ inform you of what we require in order to make us comfortable and
¢ contented. We want more land, especially pasture, at a fair rent, fixity
¢ of tenure, and compensation for improvements. There is plenty of good
¢ pasture land on the farm of Conchra, adjacent to our erofts, which would
¢ anit us remarkably well ; and as Conchra farm is at present too large,
¢ this end corner of it might and should be added to our township. We
¢ gonsider that, in order to make us fairly comfortable, we should have
¢ holdlings to carry four cows, one horse, and forty sheep each, and the
¢ whole to form a club-farm. We have one cottar living among us; and
“in the event of our township being enlarged, we would all be willing to
¢ let him have a share, more or less. 'We have for a long period borne
¢ poverty and hardship patiently, whilst we have seen strangers growing
¢ fat on our native land ; but our patience is nearly exhausted, and we
¢ therefore pray this Royal Commission to endeavour to ameliorate our
¢ condition before matters come to a more eritical state, and whilst it can
¢be done with the minimum of loss t¢ all concerned. —Duxcax SiNcLAIR,
¢ Farquaar M‘BerH, delegates.’

30057. These arc the memorials of two townships, have you a third 1—
Yes.

30058, Read it ?—F Stafement by the Alt-na-stu Crofters. Az a town-
¢ ship we have suffered many grievances which we wish to state to this
¢ Royal Commission, and hope that its visit will be the means of better-
‘ing our condition. Whilst Lochalsh was in the possession of Lord
¢ Seaforth, our forefathers were the tenants of the meighbouring ex-
¢ tensive township of Sallachy. When he sold the estate to Sir Hugh
¢ Innes, our fathers were deprived of the land which was let to two
“ large tacksmen, who allowed them to remain in the houses for some
¢ years, Afterwards the land was given to our fathers again, but at such
¢ a high rent (£400)—double what it pays ai the present day—that they
¢ all soon eamse to poverty, and their stock was taken from them by the
¢ proprietor, so that they were thrown out penniless, Some of them
¢ went abroad, and the remainder were given the stecp, and at the time
¢ ugeless, nook called Alt-na-stu, where they, and after them, we have
‘ been since, It was as sub-tenants of Sallachy they were placed there
¢ at first, and continued so, paying exorbitant rents till the estate passed
¢ into the hands of the late Mr Lillincstone, who tock them from under
* the Ballachy tenants, and having added a little more arable land and
‘some pasture, made Alt-na-stu into an independent township. At
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¢ present there are twelve erofters, of whom three pay £5, 7s, each, and
¢ the other nine £24, 1s. éd., being £40, 2s, 6d. for the whole. Till two
¢ years ago the rent was £45, Our arable land, which is so steep that
¢ it hasto be worked in terraces, extends to about ninsteen acres ; and our
¢ pasture, which has been set out for fifteen cows, won’t keep half that
‘ number.  'We keep fifteen cows, but we have all to buy winter keep for
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¢ them, and to summer them for some time on the neighbouring farm of -

¢ Conchra, where we pay s 6d. per week for each. Were it not for
¢ this they would die of starvation on our own land. We have becn
¢ mostly taking our living out of the sea, but that is very uneertain where
* we are situated ; and as may be supposed, by anybody who knows the
¢ exceptionally small and poor holdings we have, the most of us have a
¢ hard struggle to live at all. We feel it very hard and unjust that we
‘shonld be made to work like slaves, by having to carry manure and sea-
¢ ware on our backs up a steep hill, which hag all to be enltivated by
¢ hand, as no horse could work on it, whilst there is plenty of good level
¢ fertile land quite near us, which if given us, we would pay for at a better
¢ rate than the fat Cheviot sheep, who presently enjoy it to the exclusion
¢ of the proper natives of the country. We would be satisfied with some
¢ additional land being added to our holding, ot by giving us a portion
¢ of one of the big farms, for a new township where we could have three
¢ or four eattle, a fow sheep, and a horse, at o fair rent.  All the tenants
“agree in presenting this statement.—Duxcax SiNcrar, Jony MaTue-
¢ go¥, Doxarn Mackexzig, delegafes.”

30059. I understood you to say that the English phraseology of these
memorials has been translated by you —Yes.

30060, It is therefore the correct English expression of what was
stated to you verbally by the meeting —It is the substance ; of course, I
may have varied from their expressions in the Gaelic.

30061. But there is nothing substantial introduced by you on your
own part +—Nothing ; and I insisted that they should appoint a delegate
to come up to tell you that the statements in these papers are not my
views alone,

30062, There is nothing in the terms of these memorials that T have to
complain of, unless some expressions of rather unnecessary bitterness in
the second one. I should like to know whether these expreszions justly
represent the feelings and expressions used by the people themselves 7—
Is it in regard to going to the bottom of the sea{

30063. That is one. Another is, “at the commencement of the sheep-
¢ farming mania, when the people were regarded as a nuisance to be got
‘rid off, by driving them out of the country like noxious vermin, or by
‘ erowding them inte barren promontories or bogoy holes which were
¢ useless for sheep;’ is that a translation of the language told by the
people to you +—That is the expression of the people. They know they
have been regarded as a nuisance, and have been wanted to be sent abroad,
and they know very well they were sent into these rocky promontories
snd boggy holes, That is the experience of the people, although it is not
s0 bad ag in some parishes.

30064. But what I want to know is whether the expression ¢ noxious
¢ vermin,’ for instance, 1s a correct translaiion of the language used at the
meeting or by the people in your presence —Well, ‘wild animals’
perhaps would be the proper term ; that passage refers to the deer forest.
They say our Parliament and Legislature have been legislating for animals
with the greatest care by means of the Game Laws, but have mever
passed any legislation for the people. It is to thess matters that that
passage refers,
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20065, T wasz only speaking about tho terms themselves; T was anxious
to know whether they were proper translations of words and things said
in your presence, or whether you had infused any additional strength into
it yourself ; and I rather think from what yov say that you did somewhat
intensify the langnage —Well, T modify it to the extent of saying ¢ wild
¢ animals.’

30066. You told me the meaning of Kinnamoine, the end of the peat
moss ; what is the meaning of Alt-na-stu t—The raspherry burn.

30067. Sinee the township of Avernish was formed, have there heen
any pdditional tenants brought in from other placesi—I am not aware
that there have.

30068, There are just as many holdings as there were at the time that
tho township was formed as it now is?—When the grazing was taken
from them thirty-one years ago, so far as I know.

30069, Have there been any evictions from it during that period +—1
don’t know that they should be ealled evictions ; the people were a sort
of indused to go by the proprietor or his factor, who wanted to form the
grazings into a sheep farm for his own son,

30070. Have there been any evictions since then —XNo, none.

30071. The poorness of the erop is mentioned in connection with this
towngship ; is there any ground for believing that the productive quality
of the soil is gradually diminishing }—~It is a well known fact that it
is so, by coustant cropping,

30072, Is the same ground constantly eultivated with the same crops,
or is a portion of tho ground ever left out in grasst—1 am not sure
whethier they have any out in grass, but the only crops are potatocs and
oats, and they are put down time about, One of the people themselves
would bLe better able to speak to that.

30073. But you know the place -—Yes, it is quite near.

30074, Have you been in all the houses 7—Not in all.

30075. But you know them by sight T—Yes.

30076. In your memory, has anything been done to improve these
houses, or are they much in the state they were in thirty-four years ago4—
Some have been adding to them, and soms roofing them with felt instead
of rushes,

30077. What is the character of the houses, arc they houses in which
the eattle and people enter by the same door, or by differont doorsf—
Different doors, so far as I know.

30078. Are they chimney houses, or houses in which the fires are on
the floor +—They have mestly chimneys, but I don’t know whether they
all have. I know the proprietor gave one family last year money to
improve their house, and it is a very good houss now.

30079. Do you know whether there is any regulation on the estate
uuder which houses can be improved by the tenant with assistance from
tha laadlord +—1 have been given to understand that the proprietor is
willing to give them wood and lime to improve their honses generally ; 1
think that is understood throughout the estate. But as these houses were
mostly built by the crofters themselves, they have a disinclination to
accept wood, because then they could not claim compensation, and they
think when the houses have been altogether built by themselves they
can claim compensation,

30030. Their common pasture was taken away in order to make a
sheep farm thirty-four years ago+—Yes.

50081, Who was proprietor thirty-four years ago —Mr Lillingstone.

30032, Who was factor then—A John M‘Lennan,

30083. They have both lung since disappeared +—Jobn M‘Lennan died
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this spring at the age of 98, quite a poor man, after having been a great
man,

30084. When did the Mathesons come into this part of the country?
—1In 1851 or 1852, T am not sure which.

300835, At the time when the Matheson family came in here, do you
know whether any representation or petition was made on behalf of the
people for restoration of their old grounds *—I am not aware; I was not
in the parish, and I have not asked as to that.

30086. Have you ever heard here, or anywhere about here, of grazing
land being taken from farms or land in the occupaney of the proprietor
and spontaneously restored to the crofters 7 Yes, there has heen a case of
that in Lochalsh since last Whitsunday on the extensive sheep farm of
EKnockgorm, part of which was given to tenants in Attadale in Loch-
carron, and part to fenants in Saliachy,

30087. Were these restorations of hill pasture formerly belonging to
the respective tenants?—I dom’t think it ever belonged to the Sallachy
tenants, but the hill grazings of Knockgorm belonged to all the townships
in Lochalsh; they used to send their cattle and horses there in summer,
and the lower pasture was allowed to go.

30088. The pasture the people desire to recover is pasture contiguons to
their arable land—pasture on their own bordersi—Yes; guite. They
bave a rocky fringe round about, and the pasture extends across the hill,
aud the sheep slope is planted.

30089, How large is the farm from which they wish to take it %It
carries a stock of 200 sheep,

30090, What they want is to obtain the whole of that I—The whole of
that.

30091, It would not be worlth dividing +—Xo; it is not extensive
at all

30092, You think the people would be able to stozk it +—Some would
not, but others would. But they would do it unitedly, they say, Those
who are not able would be helped by those who are, amd they would give
a share to those who bave not any-—thrifty neighbours who have a little
money.

30093. Do you think they would pay the same rent as the present
farmer, or nearly so 7—1I think so. Their lots are considered to be much
dearer than the sheep farms,

300%4. Ts this sheep farm held under lease}—Yes, I believe there is a
Jease.

30095, How long has the lease to run still—you say it might have
been granted last Martinmas *—The tenant showed a disposition to give
it ap if arrangements could be made. He says he would not be a barricr
to the people getting it, as he has other large sheep farms,

30096, Does he live on it+-No; in Kilellan, in a neighbouring
parish, He keeps a shepherd lere,

30097. One shepherd for so small a farm +—Yes, and it must be rather
a heavy burden, I should think.

30008, Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.~—You have been taking an interest in
the locality and the people, I presume, from your official position during
the last eighteen years +—Yes.

30099. You wrote these three petitions from the townships at the
request of the people themselves I have not done the actual writing of
some of them, but I composed them.

30100. You bave also stated that there are delegates appointed from
each of these townships to come here to-day?—Yes, otherwise I would not
have appeared in case 16 should be said I was representing my own views,
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30101, So far as vour own personal knowledge goes of the cireum-
stances, and your experience of eiglteen years, are you disposed to concue
in the views expressed in these papers by the people I—(Quite—certainly.

30102, Sir Kenneth Muackenziee—Have you & larze school here 7—Not
very. The average attendance for the last year was 49-79. T had the
inspection yesterday,

30103. Is your average decreasing or inereasing 7—Decreasing, and so
is the population.

30104, Is your average deereasing simply in proportion to the
population -—About that.

30105. Do you think the attendance is really as good as it nsed to bel
—1t is not so numerous, but most of the young people are going away,
and very few of the people are marrying, and the population is decreasing
congiderably. 8o that in proportion to the population they attend as
well as they formerly used fo do.

30106. You had your inspection yesterday ?—7Yes.

30107, What was the number present 1—Sixty-one.

30108. How many were presented 7—Thirty-nine, but a good many
more left at the end of spring, who would have been qualified if the
inspection had taken place then. There were forty-five qualitied, but some
of these were ahsent at the inspection, and only thirty-nine were presented,

30109. Do you know what numbers were on the roll throughout the
year t—Ninety-eight were enrolled during the year.

30110. And only thirty-nine presented 7—-Yes,

30111. Have you to complain of the irregularity of the attendance of
those on the roll?—I have cerfainly. It iz the most unfavourably
situated school in the parish. 1t was very suitable under the old
parochial system, when the ehildren did not come forward until they were
pretiy old, but now when they have to come in from Balmacara and
Ardelve, three miles, they cannot come so regularly. So many come
{from Raivaig and Balmacara, and Avernish and Kinnamoine.

30112. Do pareats make excuses fur the irregular attendance of the
children +—Very often at the time when the crops are being laid down, or
the peats are being stacked, or when they are making hay and catting
eorn,

30113. How many scholars have you in the fifth and sixth standards
out of the ninety on the roll =—There were only three in the sixth
standard, aboub six or eight in the fifth, and two in the fourth. Dut
almost all those who left in spring were the bigger ones, and those who
came in Wwere younger,

30114. Do you find they leave school earlier then they used to dol—
Yes,

30115. Why do they do so?—Decause they think that when they
require to send them in at the age of five they ought to be free to take
them away when they come to thirteen. They come earlier and go away
earlier, but I belive it would be far better otherwise. It would be better,
1 believe, if the age was raised from five to six, and that the children
should remain at school till they were fourteen ; it would be better for
the Highlands, .

30116. Do children go away to secondary schools more than they nsed
to do?—Not many from my school, but a fow occasionally. Most of
them have taken to the sea, and I have some in good positions abroad,
They take to that more readily than to college, T have just now one who
is a missionary at Kyleakin, buat as 2 rule they prefer mercantile pursaits
now-a-days.
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Kexxers Fistavsox, Crofter’s Son, Avernish {38)—examined.

30116*, Afr Cameron.—Ts your father alive?—Yea.

30117.—And holding a eroft and paying rent ?—Yes.

30117*. Does the summing of the crofters correspond with the head o]
stock kept by the tenants }—Yes, undoubtedly ; our own statement,

30118. Is it according to the stock they are entitled to keep 7—Yes,
undoubtedly,

ﬂili()ilf). How many tenants are there I—TFive tenants in that small
village.

30120. In Avernish —XNo, there are other three besides that, and the
mill croft.

30121, How many tenants are there altogether 1--Nine.

30122, Your father’s name is George Finlayson. What is the number
of cattle he kecps 7—One cow, a follower, and a calf some years, and
s0The years nof,

30123. At the present moment ?--One eow and one ¢alf.

30124, And a two-year-old or one-year-old %-—It is only two or threa
months,

30125. IIe has only a cow and a calf =—Yes.

30126. No other beast 7—XNo.

30127. Do you know how many eaitle are kept in the township
altogether —Some of them keep more in the winter, and put them to
grass with the sheep farmer in summer time. .

30128. Do peopie keep more stock in winter than they de in summer
—Yes ; some of them. '

30129, What do they do with these extra cattle in summer7—Send
them to grass to the big farms wherever they can get grazing.

30130, 8o that you have wintering for more cattle than you have
summering for 7—Some of those who keep the extra stock Lave to buy
winter keep for them in addition to their own produce.

30131, Are there any of the crofters who keep extia stock in winter?
—=RSome buy cattle and others rear them ; and then they buy from neigh-
bouring tenants, in order to feed them in winter.

30132, Bo that the arable ground is more than sufficeint {o winter the
stock allowed by their summing to be kept on the hill pasture t—Nobody
need nnderstand that ; although there is land for them to stand on, it will
feed them in winter without buying.

30133. But in point of fact the arable ground is move than sufficient
to winter the stock which you are allowed by your summing to keep on
the hill pasture ?—XNo, it is not the fact that we have more arable land
than will support our proportion of cattle for the summer grazing.

30134. If you buy cattle to keep in winter, surely that implies that
you are able to keep exira stock in winteri—We have byre room for
them and outrun room for them to stand on, but not to feed them; bub
we are entitled to buy food for them.

30135, Do you think the rents which you pay are too high?—T say
that the rents are too high in comparison with the big sheep farms or
tacks ; hut, per s¢, 1 don't consider they are too high.

30136, That is, compared with the useal crofting rents in the district?
—Yes.

30137. I suppose what you really want is this additional farm to
enable you to summer more stock I—VYes,

30138, Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—Is it not really the fact that the value
of an animal may increase from the time you puwrehase it until the time
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you sell it, and that you buy eaitle and kecp them in order te turn an
henest penny{  Is not that what you mean by taking in these pasture
beasts and paying for their food +—Yes,

30139, And the croft itself really aftords nothing to that animal except
the standing room of tho byre 7—~The summing of the place is one cow
and calf, and the extra cattle have no right to be there; only we agree
among ourselves to tolerate each other for having an extra one.

30140. Does it harm the proprietor or anybody in any way when you
buy a beast and buy its food from other quarters?—I am not aware that
it is any loss, ‘

3014). What is the name of the small farm adjoining what you would
like t—Knockgorm.

30142. Do you know what rent is paid for that farm by Messrs
Prown +—£60.

30143. Have the Messrs Brown got a great deal of land in this
country —They have land in Kilellan, but not so much as they used to
have; part of it was made into deer forest.

30144, Have they a good deal yet?—1I believe they havo.

30145. Quite enough to enable them to dispense with this small picee
at any rate I—Yes, if they were so inelined.

30146. Do you think that you or your father and tho other crofters

" are quite able, if you get this land, to take it and do it as much justice

as this non-resident sheep farmer?—Yes, if we got it at a reasonable
rent.

30147. How would you like to get this reasonable rent fixed 7—Dy
comparison with the big sheep farms about.

30148. You are willing to give acre for acre 3—Yes, according to the
rental paid by the big sheep farms in the parish.

30149, You don’t want to hurt the proprietor by this request 3—No, it
eannot hurt him.

30150, You would not like to hurt him +—No,

30151. Is he a good landiord 1—Yes; but I would hardly know him
although I met him on the road.

30152. What is the name of the son of the factor who wanted to get
the farm from your predecessors ——1I think it was William M‘Leanan.

30153. Where iz he —He went abroad, I think.

30154, Did he ever get the farm +—No.

30155. Who got it when the pecple lost it 1-~Mr Brown of Kilellan,

30156, Was that all before Sir Alexander Matheson came —It was for
some years in the hands of the proprietor himself, and I believe it is since
Sir Alexander came that Mr Brown got it.

30157. Did the pecple in the township make any direct application to
the proprietor or factor when they heard that Mr Brown was willing to
give it up?—They went to the factor, Mr Watson, who promised to
represent their wish to the proprietor, but whether he did so or not we
have not heard since.

30158. What do you do yourself besides farming—are you a fisher-
mau —Yes.

30159. Do you earn most of your living by the sea +—The whole,

30160. The Chairman,—Do you remember the trees being planted
upon the hill 7—¥Yes,

30161, Did that give s good deal of employment to the people I-—Yes,
they did get a good deal of employment then ; but there were local factors
in this district who would give them employment. Buf since then

matters are chanced, and now no one can get employment of any import-
anne excepl strangers.
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30162. Was there any draining done in connection with the planting 1—
Yes.

30163. Has there been any employment given in connection with
keeping the drains open and thinning the wood 7—Yes, thinning the
wood.

30164, Ts the wood well fenced, or has the fence been now thrown
down 7Tt is up round seme parts of the wood, and in other places it is
broken down,

30165. Is the ground inside the wood pastured ?—There was one part
taken from us formerly, and we have got authority this year to pasture
eattle ingide that part of the wood.

30166. Is the pasture inside the wood as good na cutside on the hill }—
No.

30167, Are you paying additional rent for pasture in the wood, or do
you get it gratis -—I cannot say ; we only got 1t at the last term.

301 63, \Vhat stock did you put into the wood }—Nothing extra.

30169, Sir Kenncth Muckenzie— At what fishing are you engaged ?—
The east coast fishing at Peterhead.

RO3s,
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30170. 1s that fishing not going on at this moment +—Yes, but I did .

not go.

30171. What employment are you engaged in this year i—Nothing.

30172, Ts it from want of health that you are not employed I—! am
quite healthy,

30173, If you are not living by your croft, nor by fishing, how are you
living ?—That is a question I am not bound to answer to anybody.

30174. You come here as a crofter’s representative ; what have you to
do with the croft 7—That I work if every year.

30175, Have you any brothers working at it too7—My other brother
was working along with we on the croft.

30176. Professor Mockinnon.—You have between you in the eight
crofts and the mifl ercft forty acres of arable land which you cultivate :
how much has your father +—Three acres, as far as I am concerned.

30177. There are three who pay a higher rent than the others;
how much arable land will they have $—Something about the same, or
maybe four acres.

30178. How do they pay higher rent —They Liave more pasture,

30179. Is not the pasture common +—No, the pasture is separate.

30180. And is the pasture of esch separately enclosed 7—Yes.

30181. Whetheris your pasture ground or arable ground the larger and
wider —They are much about the same,

30182. And your summing is one cow and a stirk 7—Yes.

30183. Do you scll the stirk +—Yes, sell it when it is a year old,

30184. And you never keep more than that stock on the szmming?—
Some yeass they keep them on the sheep farm.

30185. T mean within your own pasture —No.

30186. But if your own ground is separately enclosed it does not really
very much matter whether you keep extra stock or not ; it is your lass if
you don’t keep if, and not your neighbours’ loss —They are divided into
two sections, and each has Dot a separa.‘oe pasture at all ; the pasture is in
common in two divisiona.

30187. But you don't keep mere than your summing in summer apon
the common pasture —No, it would not carry them.

30188, How about the wintering? Your ecrofts yield a crop
that could winter more heasts than there is summer pasture for?—
Yea

30189, In that respeet, if you had more summer pasture you would gc
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on with the crofis as you are and winter more cattle ?—Ticy would keep
as murh again as we have summer grazing for.

30190. There was a far greater amount of stock upon the ground last
winter than there was summer grazing for; were the people of Avernish
able upon their own crofts, without going outside to buy anything, to
winter the whole of their stock I—XNo, gome of them had to buy; that is
according to the labour they do in the spring time in the way of putting
on manure, sea-weed, &,

30191. But if the crofts were well enltivated in an average year, would
they winter the stock you had last year —1I could not say.

20192, Of and ont—Well, the placeis so small thas nobody hardly
ean wait to lose that much time in the spring as to put the placs in
order.

30133. Suppose you got the place you are wanting, is it sheep stock
you would put on, or cattle and sheep 7—Cattle altogether, as far az T am
concerned.

30194, Ts there arable ground upon the farm you wish to get 1—It
is all arable Iand ; the most of it is aralle Jand,

30195. What stock is on it just now +—200 sheep, I believe,

30196. But you would turn it into arable ground —Part of it.

30197, And put cattle upon the grazing 7—Yes.

30198 You don't mean to keep sheept—Not so far as T am instructed
by the rest.

30199, You expect there is as much ground capable of eultivation npon
that place as would winter well the cattle that would graze upon it in
summer }— - ’

30200. And you think you aund your neighbours would be prepared to
give the rent for it that is at present given by onme man?—No, by uo
mMeans,

30201. Supposing you got it at a reasonable rent, you would be able to
stock it }—WWe would try and do it.

30202. The whole eight I—What would become of the four coifars whe
hadnone?

30203. I thought you said the ¢rofte you have are not oo highly rented
looking at themselves alone i—I don't know whether you would call thum
highly rented or not ; they are very small.

30204 Do you think thatb this farm is too highly rented1—I am
thinking it is,

30205. Does Mr Brown think it is 7—1T don’t know ; T never asked him.

30206. How would you arrive at what you call a fair rent I—Take the
erofts aere for acre with Auchtertyre or other places.

30207. You think at prerent the farm is over-rented —Yes.

30208. But you would be willing to give the rent going in other
places 1—Ves,

30209, The Chairman.—There is & mill in the township I—Yes,

30210, Are the tenanis obliged to carry their grain to that mill1—XNo,
we are 1ot bound to go there; but the mill is vseless.

30211, Why is it useless =—Since the big farmers in the eountry gave
up sending the corn to be ground, the mill has been neglected, beecause
there is only bere sent to it and it is almost useless. I had corn there,
and it was seven weeks hefore I could get it ground this year.

30212, Is that owing to the want of water or machinery I—Want of
water and bad machinery both.

30213. Could water be brought to the mill I—Easily.

30214, How many neople were supported upon this farm of 61d before
the clearance 1—Sixty families,

-
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30215. How many acres do you suppose in this little farm were once
under cultivation—regularly eropped 3--I could not say.

30216. Would there be fifty acres 7—I am certain there would be and
more.

30217, Ia that land which was once in cultivation as valuable to-day
as it was at the time it was put under the sheep?—XNo, nor half so
valuable,

30218, Is it getting worse every year}—Every year since the sheep
were put on it is getting worse,

30219. Will a day not arrive when the proprietor won'’t get anything
for it if it remains as it is under sheep 1t is very probable.

30220. And is it also probable that you and ctliers who are willing to
take it will nct be able some years after this fo give the same rent as you
could give now?l—1 cannot say anything as to that, because we don't
know what is to come, but we know what is,

30221, If it is bad to continne it as a sheep farm, must it not be
equally bad ultimately for the purpose of making it arable ground?—I
believe if it is cultivated it will be improved again,

30222. But if it iz bad to continue it as a sheep farm, I ask you, must
it not be equally bad ultimately for the purpose of making it arable
ground +—Yes, undoubtedly.

30223, But if you began to put it in cultivation and put manure upon
it, it would recover itself +—That is quite easily understood that it
would,

Farquaar M‘Brats, Crofter’s Son, Kinnamoine (30)—examined,

30224.—8ir Kenneth Mackenzie—How long have you been working
the eroft for your mother #—Since I was able to do the work,

30225. Were you elected a delegate by the people of Kinnamoine to
come here to-day =—Yes

30226. How many of the people of the township assembled to cheose
you {—Five.

30227. The five tenants of this township are all at home at this time
—Yes.

30228, Are they able to make & living off their erofts I—Xo,

30229. Do they find other employmen} within the country —Some
do get employment and others do not.

30230, At the present season they have found sufficient employment
to save the necessity of their leaving home +—There is plenty of work
for lowlanders, but not for natives.

30231. How does it happen that ail the five tenants are at home?—
We are fishing.

30232, Are you getting fishing at homet—TYes, a little. I want to
explain that one of them 1s a mason,

30233, You have employment in the country +—Yes, I am working in
the country with Mr M'Kay, who is a native man, otherwise likely I
wonld not have got employment.

30234. How long is it since the township of Kinnamoine was ficst
formed t—1In the time of Sir Hugh Innes. I believe my grandfather wus
about the first to go there,

30235, Are there any old people in the towuship who can remember
that time +—There i3 not an old man in the township to-day; they have
all died out.

30236. Where did they come from originally, these ten inhabitants of

ROSS,

TALMACARA

Kengpeth
Fiznlayson.

Farquhar
M*Beath.



1942 Higllands and Islands Commission,

ROSY.  Kinnamoine+—My own grandfather came from Balmacara ; John M‘Rae
came from Camnusluine, another came from Durinish, and Matheson came
from Lochcarron,

Farquhar 30237. Who occupied Kinnamoine at that time?—T cannot say,

M Beatlh, 30238. How long is it since the ten tenants became reduced to five 4—
1 think it was at the time of Bir Alexander Matheson buying the estate,
but T am not sure.

30239. Do you know what became of the other five?—Death carried
off the bulk of them.

30240, Are the remaining five the better for having their holdings
doubled in size +—I think they are a little better, but they are miserable
enotgh, DBut of course the ten were more miserable.

30241, Has the proprietor done anything in the way of improving the
land or helping you to get buildings $-—Twenty-seven years ago the pro-
prietor built a dyke, I don't know how many yards long, with stones
taken off cur land ; and after that was completed Z2s. per acre of extra
rent was laid upon us—10s. per acre.

30242. The dyke must have been enclosing your own land +—Tt was
hetween us and the public high road, so as to keep us from straggling
beasts.

30243. You say you have applied to have advances for buildings,
offering to pay interest, and that the proprietor refused. Who made the
application +—Joha M‘Rae and my motlier.

30244, Were they ahsolutely refused 1—1I believe they were, in respect
that they were offered wood and lime free, and then that the premises
would belong to the proprietor after them.

30245, Do you feel that you are in danger of being removed at any
mowent{—Yes, we are, unless we obey all the behests of the factor;
otherwise the law is, let us take the road.

30246, Have any of your acquaintances on this property been removed
on that accountt—I cannot mention any case, but our fathers were so
slavizh in spirit that they had no idea of going against anything that the
factor eould order, and therefore were quite facile in the factor's hauds,
and we want to be emancipated.

30247, Tt is mentioned in the paper that you have made improvements,
and that they have not been paid for 1-—3y father effocted £20 worth of
improvements. The improvements were measured, but when he went for
payment which had been promised, he was threatened by the factor that
he would be put out of the land if he dared to ask it.

30248, Was he asked to pay additional rent for his own improve-
ments —XNo.

30249, How long have you enjoyed the benefit of these improvemenis?
~—About twenty-five years,

30250, Would you expect to be paid for the improvements, and not he
charged any rent?—We are quite willing to pay interest for a certain
pumber of years, buf we object to have it laid on as rent continuously
all our lives.

30251. What rate of interest do you think would pay it off in a
reasonsble term of years ?—A shilling in the pound for twenty years T
consider fair.

30252, Do you think that in twenty years the delt should be extine
guished I—We would be quite willing to pay it for & few years more in
order not to defrand anybody of his just right, but we don't helieve 1t
should be kept up during all our lifetime. We have now been paying
i tweniy-seven years, and we believe the debt should now be exti-
guished,

BALMACARA.
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30253. Do you know how much you pay for money from the bank if
you get it +—I den’t know. .

30254, Have you never had occasion fo get money from the hanki—
Yes.

30255, Do you know if you ever had to pay less interest than a shilling
in the pound for it?—I never drew money out of the bank for a yem's
time ; only for a few months at a time.

30256. Had you to pay at a less rate than a shilling in the pound per
annum 1—I think so.

30257. And hadn’t you to pay the principal back again at the eud f—
Yes.

30258, When were the five acres of pasture given to this township }—
Mr Livingstone's time, but I cannot say how many years ago,

30259. Have you long camplained of the want of the fence between
Conchra and Kinnamoine 3—1I have been in this neighbourhood for the
last ter years, and never a stob was put up unti the last few days, when
we believe it was done owing to this Royal Commission coming round.

30260. Did you ever ask for it in the previous ten years?—Yes, every
year, and complained of our loss at the same time.

30261. BMr Froser-Mackintosh.—Are you old enough to recollect when
the people of Avernish were sent away to Amevica{—They were away
before T was born,

30262, Have you heard about it #—1I have.

30263. Did you hear that a great number of the people whe were sent
away on that oceasion died on the passagel—Yes, I have; that the most
of them were lost, and that those who arrived over safe were badly used
ever afterwards-——were in a bad state.

30264, Were all the improvements that were made in this place en-
tirely done by the terants themselves from the time the township was
formed out of barren moors I—Besides the dyke already referred to, the
proprietor did a few drains, but beyond that nothing. The people them-
selves have drained almost every year, and turned out stones,

30265, And created the township, in fact —Yes,

30266, Before then were there any peopls there at all =—No, it was
not a suitable place for people to be in.

30267. The Chairmun.—DBoth you and the previous witness have
stated that natives of the place do not get empleyment, but that employ-
ment is given by preference to people from the outside; what do you
mean by that 3—As long as we had loeal or native factors, we got the pre-
ference ; but since that has been changed, and since the factors have been
low-country men, they have introduced natives of their own districts inlo
all positions, such as grieves, and the natives have no chance of anything
of that sort.

30263, You mean that you get no superior employment, or do you
mean that natives are not even engaged as day labourers —We pet
nothing above a day labourer’s appointment or employment ; and unless
we are very plausible te thess low-conntry officials, we will not get even
that,

30269. Have the low-country people brought low-country labourers in$
—1I don't think they have.

30270. What class of people are employed in the great forests and
woods which Sir Alexander Matheson bas planted +—As far as the forests
are concerned, I cannot say anything.

30271. I meant the great woods, not the forests -—In regard to the
woods, the natives get employment as day labourers, but in the forest and
all over it is low-countrymen,
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30272, Do you think the factor and ground officer have a prejudice
against natives I think they cannot have any good-will towards us,
because my father was never in debt. He died nine years ago, and since
then the rent has been regularly paid ; and last spring T went for timber
io Mr Watson, the local factor, but did not get from him any satisfactory
answer,

30273, The proprietor himself is a Highlander ; he can have no preju-
dice against his eountrymen. Have you represented this grievance to
him +—We never come in contact with the proprietor, and we don’t know
what his intentions towards us are ; but it is quite apparent that those
who are in favour have been prospering for years. We don't know
whether it is directly through him or his agents ; we cannot say.

30274, Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—Are there many of the same name as
yourself here m—Very few,

30275. Have you been here a long time -—My grandfather and father
were paying rents here at all events; I don’t know before them,

Doxarp Mackeszig, Crofter, Alt-na-stu (40}—examined.

30276, Sheriff Nicolson.—Had you a2 meeting of the Alt-na-stu people
when you were appointed $—Yes.

30277. Were they all at it +—They were not all at home, but all who
were at home were present,

30278, When was it 7—A fortnight on Tuesday.

30279, Where is Alt.na-stu situated — Alongside of Loch Long,

30280. How far is it from this #—Five miles at least,

30281. What kind of place is it 7—A steep place, difficult to work.

30282, How many years is it since the people were removed from
Sallachy to this place $—Ilore than fifty years.

30283. How 1s Sallachy occupied now +—By other tenants.

30284, It is not a sheep farm #—No.

30285, It adjoins Alt-na-stu, does it not +—Yes,

30286. Do you know how many tenants there were at Sallachy $—
There were thirteen lota.

30287. And there are twelve at Alt-na-stui—VYes.

- 30288. How long is it since Mr Lillingstone gave you some additional
ground +—More than thirty years; I cannot say exactly,

30289. Has the rent been increased since then +—It has not.

30290, It has been reduced lately +-—Yes, two years ago.

30291. Are you unable to raise sufficlent food for your cows on your
ground —We have to buy food for them in winter, and to send them to
Conchra in the summer, )

30292, Where is Conchra +—DBeside us.

30293, By whoem is it occupied —Dr Duncan.

30294 How long are you obliged to keep your cattle there +—As long
as we can get them-—about a month ; we are not allowed to keep them
longer there.

30295. Where do you buy the winter provender for them % Trom
neighbours round about the country,

30296. Are you all fishermen —Some are fishermen, and others day
labourers.

30297, Are none regularly engaged in fishing +—Pretty regularly ; but
when there is no fishing to be had they dig and do other work.
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30298. Do any of you go to fish in other lochs besides this—lochs at a
distance —Yes.

30289, Do any of you go as far as the east coast to fish +—Very few;
almest none now-a-days.

30300, Have any of you a boat of your own%—Ounly small boats for
the local fishing.

: 30301, What kind of fishing do you engage in?—Herring fishing
always,

30302. Has there been any fishing this season I—Very little as yet.

30303, You don't keep any horses +—XNo horses,

30304, Are you forbidden to keep horses —Xo ; but there is no place
for us to keep them or to work them.

30305. You say no horse could work in the place —No, it is that
steep that it would be impossible.

30306. Therefore you consider it a grievance to carry your manure and
other things up the hill —Yes.

30307. But is there any other way of doing it +—XNo other way.

30308. Is it uncommon in the Highlands and Islands for people to
carry that sort of thing om their backs?—It is getting less and less
GOmmMon.

30309. What you want is to get a beiter place, and to be out of Alt-
pa-stu altogether I—If we could get a better place, that is what we want.

30310. Is there such a place not far from you 2—XNot far from us.

30311. What place do you refer to 7—Thoere are some hill farms on the
Conchra side.

30312. What farms —Kinnamoine, and the deer forest beyond that.

30313. How is Kinnamoine occupied +—As a deer forest.

30314. Would you be able to take it '—We would not be able to take
it all, but a small guantity we would.

30315, How many acres have you at present on an average}—It is
stated to be nineteen acres.

30316. That is the arable land amongst you all +—TYes.

30317. How many acres of arable land would you think it gnod and
right for yourself to have +—About ten acres.

30318, Ten acres each T—1 should zay eight each.

30319. Do you consider the pasture land also too limited +—Yes, it is
worse still.

30320. There are just three of you who keep two cows at present, and
the rest of you have only one cow. I suppose you would all like to have
1wo cows +—Yes, or more,

30321, With ten acres and a fair amount of pasture, how many would
you expect to keep +—Four cows and a horse,

30323. Aund of sheep +—Fiity, or about that,

30323. Can you estimate what you would consider would be a fair
rent for that —We have not considered that; probably they would mnet
take the rent we would offer.

30324, Do you consider the present rent too high for the ground ¥—
Yes; the ground we occupy is hardly worth any rent.

30323, Your rents are on an average £1, 13s. 6d. Is that what you
pay +—No.

30326. Yours is £5, 7s, I—Yes.

30327. What do you think your rent ought to be It would be too
dear at half what it is.

30328. Supposing there are several other townships which want to get
a part of those farms you have mentioned, who is to have the first chance?
—We are the first,
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30329, Why +—Because it marches with us, and we are needful.

30330. Had your predecessors before you part of it +—Those at Sal-
lachy had.

30331, You mention that you send your cows to one place in summer
and another place in winter +—We send them outside our own pasture in
summer, but we keep them inside in winter. DBuf we have to buy food
in winter for them.

30332. How long do your cows remain on your own ground, and how
long are they off it +—They are all the year round on our own land except
one month, We would require more time for them to be off the land,
but that won't he granted us.

30333, How much do vou pay per cow for the one month during
which it is sent away —1s. 6d. a week.

30334. How much do you pay per cow for fodder which you are
obliged to purchase for winter +—A pound or thirty shillings.

30335. Do you think you have to pay in money 3ls. for each cow in
the year =—Some of them have ; it depends on how they work their land.
Some keep more Jand in grass, and others eultivate more produce.

30336, Do you ever pay as much as 31s. in the year for your cow i—
Not I, as I have two lots, and leave. out more of the ground in grass; but
those who have only one lot have to do so and have to buy.

30337. Do you know other people who have to pay 31s. in the year?
—There is a man here from the township who can tell that.

30338. Is that for the cow that really belongs to the place and to the
summing, or is it for an extra cow beyond your proper stock +—Some-
times we rear a young beast in order to replace an old cow, and in that
case the expense is incurred.

30339. Do you always find it easy to buy additional fodder for the
winter +—Some years we do, and others not.

30340. What class of persons do you buy fodder from—farmers or
crofters —From different parties just as we can get it.

3G341. What is it you buy ?—Straw and hay.

30342, Professor Muekinnon.—You are one of those that pay a hizh
rent —Yes,

30343, Can you tell me what stock you are asllowed to keepT—A cow
a stirk, and a few sheep, because the place is too rocky for cattle.

30344. The summing is a cow and a stirk for each croft +—Yes

30345. And your actual stock is two cows and two stirks %—No, T am
not able to do that.

30346, Are there any sheep in the summing 3—I belicve not.

3034£7. But some keep sheep 3—Quite so,

30348. How many do you keep yoursclf +—I smeared at Martinmas
twelve sheep and two hoggs, but thers are not so many alive to-day.

30349. Do all keep the same mumber?—No, some of us have nona
at all,

30350. How do youn arrange amongst yourselves, those that have sheep,
—what do you do with those who have nonel—We agree satisfactorily
in regard to that amongst curselves.

30351. Do those who have sheep pay anything to those whe have none?
—XNo, because an understanding was arrived at amongst ourselves, and
those who don’t have them cannot claim arything from these that have.

30352, I thought there were no sheep in the summing +—XNo.

30353, And don't the sheep spoil the pasture of those that have no
gheep at all —We keep them up to the rock at the back.

30354, Those that have no sheep have no cause to complain against
those that have I—There are not so many sheep as to make any difference.
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80355. You don’t consider that the place is too highly rented +—There
is no doubt but it is,

30356. How would you like to get your rent fixed if you got additional
ground 1—1If we got it from the proprietor himself, we would bo quite
satisfied to get 1t reasonable.

30357. But you would like to be away ont of this place and get arablo
land in another place +—Quite sc.

30358, Inthat place you were talking of, Conchra, is there good arable
land, or a place that eould be made into good arable land ¢—Very much
better than where we are.

30359, Is it flat ground that horses could work upon 1—Some of it.

30360. You would prefer to be there rather than where you are%—
Undoubtedly. '

30361, Those of you who have double crofts, I suppose, are much better,
off than those who have enly onel—I don’t think so, considering tho
nature of the place and the circumstances we are situated in,

Doxatp MatrEsoN, Crofter (47)—examined,

80362. The Chairman.—Where iz Kirkton - Round about hera.
30363. Have you been elected a delegate I—Yes.
30364. Were there many pecple present when you were elected - The
whole, with the exception of one.
30365, How many crofters paying rent to the proprietor are there in
Kirkton 1—S8ix,
30366. Have you got a memorial for them to present :—Yes ¢ Sfafe-
¢ ment by the Kairkton Tenants, parish of Lochalsh, Deiween 1847-49
¢ nine families emigrated from Kirkton, and at the latter date the township
¢ was divided into eight shares, of which Mr David Logan got five, The
* whole rent was £85, ineluding Lill pasture of Altan 134n, near Pait Monar,
¢ on which all our stock, with the exception of the milch cows, were grazed
¢ for the summer half-year. This arrangement subsisted till 1852, when
¢ Mr Logan left, and the eight shares were changed to four, At the same
“time Altan Ban was taken from I{irkton, and was given to the late
¢ Mr Mitchell of Attadale, who was gradually forming a large sheep farm
*out of the grazings belonging to other townships; bub there was no
reduction of rent. DBesides this, & considerable portion—about the fi{th
¢ part—of our Liome hill pasture was taken from us and added to the Balma-
¢ cara Hotel farm, or Reraig, for which a reduction of £11, 11s. was
¢ allowed. This continued till 1859, when a new arrangement was mads
¢ by joining Old Glebe to Kirkton, and dividing the whele anew into six
¢ shares, Old Glebe, whilstin occupation of Sergeant Macrae, paid a rent
¢ of £30, but when added to Kirkton charged £40, In the considera-
¢ tion of outlays by proptietor for building houses, byres, &c., the rent at
¢ the same time was inereased to £320 each, or £120 for the whole town-
¢ ship. Then afterwards, in 1862, £10 each additional rent was laid on us
¢in the name of interest for improvements, rising the rent to £30 each,
*or £180 in all, besides road money and poor rates, It may be stated
¢ that, according to an entry in our rent books, the total amount cortified
¢ to have been expended in these improvementsis £1261, 12s, 10d. We
¢ continued paying at this rate tifl Martinmas 1831, when we got a reduetion
¢ of £6 each, or £36 for the whole, which leaves us paying now £24 each,
¢ or £144 for the whole farm. Our present stock consists of 250 sheep
‘ of all kinds, 18 milk cows, and 6 horses, Any young cattle we keep or
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¢ wish to rear, we have to send every year to summer to the Isle of Skye,
¢ As may be understood from the foregoing fizures, we have experienced
¢ very great difficulty in making a living at all out of the place; in fact,
“ many of us could not have held at all, if not assisted by friends, or
¢ having means otherwise; and as for those who had no such means or
¢ assistance, it has been an arduous and long-continued struggle for exist-
¢ ence for years back. In order to make this clearer, we have only to
¢ mention the rent and stock of some of our neighbouring big farms by
¢ way of comparison. The farm of Balmacara pays a rent of £320, and
*is understood to carry a sheep stock between 1000 and 1500, besides
¢ pattle and horses. Auchtertyre pays £200, and carries between 700 and
¢ 8030 sheep, with cattle and horses. Conchra pays £325, and has a stock of
¢ about 1500 sheep, with the usual accompaniments of cattle and horses,
¢ We wish to point out that these big farms support only one family each,
¢ whilst our small one, besides supporting six families as tenants, is alco
¢ burdened with other four families of cottars and squatters. We also
¢ regard it as another great grievance, that at least three-fourths of the
¢ best land of our native parish is in the occupation of six large sheep
¢ farmers and one deer forest ; and we believe it would be for the benefit
¢ of the people generally if the Jand was more equally divided. Having
¢ now stated our grievances, we beg respectfully to mention to the Royal
¢ Commission that the following are what we require in order to enable
¢ us to live in a fair staie of comfort and contentment :—(1) That our rent
* be reduced to what it was before the improvements were made; (2)
¢ Fixity of tenure as long as we pay a fair rent; (3) Compensation for
‘ any improvements we might make in the event of removal. All the
¢ tenants concur in this statement, with one exception,—IDdoxaLp MATHE-
¢ gow, Duxcan MacRag, delegates.’

30367, 3Mr Cumeron.—You state your rent was reduced from £30 to
£24, why was the reduetion madet—I cannot say, but it was done by
the proprietor.

30368, What year was that 1881,

30369. Was it done after any statement made by the tenants?—Ves.

30370. You expressed a wish to have the rent reduced —Yes, to the
factor.

30371, Did you state by how much you wished the rent to be reduced?
—No. '

30372, You asked for a reduction of rent I—Yes.

30373. And you got to the extent of £6 ont of £30%—Yes.

30374, Were you satisfied with that in 1881 ?-—So far; it was a great
help to uvs.

30375, Have things gone so much back since 1881 that you expect a
still further reduction ¢-—Yes, the price of wool is decreasing,

30376. Do you and your neighbours consider yourselves as crofters or
farmers, with this amount of land and the rent you pay $—Crofters.

30577. But I suppose your crofts give as much work as oceupies the
whole of your time I—>Most of the year.

30378. Do you keep one or two horses each 1-—One each,

30379, When were the improvements made on which you pay the
interest, which you now want to have done away with L—It states in the
paper. .

30380, *£10 each additional rent was laid on in name of interest for
¢ improvements,’ but T do ot think it mentions the date. ¢ This continued
¢ till 1859, when a new arrangement was made by giving the Old Glebe into
* Kirkton, and dividing the whole anew into six shares. The Old Glebe,
¢ while in the oceupation of Sergeant Macrae, paid a2 rent of £30, bas
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¢ when added to Kirkton paid £40. In consideration of outlays by pro-
¢ prietors for building bouses, brres, &c., the rent was at the same time

“*inereased to £20 each.” Was all that done In 1809%—Yes

30381, There is no date given—did all that take place together +—Of
course it did ; we commenced paying it in 1839.

30382, Then the improvements were made in 18537—Yes. The im-
provements were not made, but after the arrangement was made we agreed
to pay £20 each for Luilding new houses and byres and barns, and we
commenced paying it at once.

30383. Was any land improved at that time?—Yes, they commenced
shortly after that,

30384. Do you know what interest you paid on these improvements +—
It was 5 per cent. we promised.

30385. On what grounds do you wish that 3 per cert. now taken offt
Are the improvements not as available now #—Decause we consider the
amount is paid up, and the lots are too dear,

30386. But 5 per cent. cannot pay up the eapital as well as the interest
of money expended on improvements 3—Of course, when the money is paid
by proprietors.

30387, If the money s paid up you think the charge made on the
tenant should cease +—ILxactly.

30388. But have you ever heard it stated that when a proprietor
Dorrows money from a company, or in old times from the Government, the
charge made, which includes the paying up of capital as well as interest
for twenty-five years, is £6, 14g, Gd. or something like that—Xo,

30389. Perhaps you thought that if a proprietor borrowed moncy to
cover capital as well as interest the rate would be 5 per cent.?—Yes.

30390. You are not aware it was more [—No.

30391, That 5 per cent. only represents the interest without paying the

capital ; and if you wish to pay the capital too it would require to be more

—7you are not aware of that +—No,

30392, In point of fact, you and your neighbours wish for a reduction
‘on two grounds—first, becatse you were under the impression that the
whele of the money spent on improvements has been paid off by the
tenants ; and seeondly, owing to the low price of wool 7—Yes; and more
than that, we never got a reduction for the hill which was taken from us
in 1853,

30393, But a new arrangement was made in 1859 was it not —That
was made because the proprietor told us the rent, and the factor charged
more than the proprictor said it would be in 1852,

30394. But in 1859, when the arrangement was made, did the tenants
express themselves as satisfied, or did they remonstrate 7—1It was all the
same whether we would or not.

30395, But did you as a matter of fact say it was not a fair arrange-
ment, and that you wanted something in respeet of the hill pasture being
taken —Of course I had to do it, or leave the place.

30396. You thought you had to do it #—TYes, I was foreed.

30397. In what way were you forced 2—THe told me I would lose what
T had, unless T would make that arrangement.

30398, What did the other fenants say 1—Some of them did not say
anything with the exception of one, and he spoke to me, but at last he

rielded.

; 30399. Dut in fact there was in 1859, when this arrangement was made,
a feeling generally expressed amongst the tenants that it was an arrange-
ment which was not fair towards them, and teo favourable to the pro-
prietors —Yea,
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30400. Did you speak to the factor about the place being still too dear
in 1859%—0Of course we did, but he said we wounld get this work done,
and we agreed upun the point. But we never thought it would come
more than thaf until he commenced improving the Jand; and he never
asked what he should spend, but kept on all along until we were charged
at that rate, It was all the same whether we would complain or not.

30401. How is the present stock of sheep divided amongst you? Isit
all common }—Common, under one man.

30402. How much arable land have you got f—Ahout ten acres each, 1
should think.

30403. How many cattle have you each I—Three, perhaps.

30404. Supposing that the proprietor was to reduce your rent on
account of the low price of wool, would you be willing to pay an increased
rent if the price of wool were to rise again 7—For all the wool we have it
would not benefit us so much; even £1 or £2 a year would be something.

30408, £] or £21—£1 or £2 of reduction.

30406, You would be satisfied with a small reduciion npow 1—Yes,

30407. You do not think your rent is very much too high since this
reduction was made ?—Yes,

30408. By how much }—If it was the old rent.

30409. Without the moeney for the improvements $— Yes.

30410. Do you think you ought to have the improvements absclutely
without paying for them 3—H i$ could be done.

30411. Do you think that, provided you got the improvements now for
nothing, after a certain number of years, that would be an encouragement
to any proprietor to improve his land for other tenants, supposing they
wanted it #—I should think it would,

30412, You thick it would be an encouragement to a proprictor to
improve his Jand if after 2 number of years the tenants expected to have
the improvements for nothing, and to get the reduction of £6 in their
rent besides +—T should think it would.

30413. You think the proprietor would like that, after expending
money upen his property and getting no return ?-—Has he not got a
return when it is paid up and getting his land made better?

30414. Is there any use making the land better if there is to be no
more rent got for it +—If he males the farms smaller and charges the
eame rent; and if a man on making improvements gets that part of the
farm taken from him,

30415. How did you get at the stock which the various sheep farmers
keep 11 got it on good anthority.

30416. You are satisfied in your own mind it is accurate —Yes,

30417. Do you know all the sheep farmers pe:sonally +~Yes.

30418, Have you heard that they also complain of the low price of
wool 7—I have not seen them of late.

30419. Have they got leases +—I think they have.

30420. You have no leases +—XNo.

30421. Would you like to have a lease +—Yes, if we got the place at a
fair rent which would pay us.

30422. Was a lease offered you in 1859 %—1I do not know; T was not
present. -

30423. Did your neighbours ask a lease %I do not know.

30424, You.do not know whether there was one asked T was not
Ppresent,

30425, In 1859, if a lease had been offered to yon, would you and
ym]l{r neighbours have talen it on the terms on which you then engaged?
~—Yes,
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30426. After the improvemeants were made+—No.

30427, If you had accepted the offer of a lease and got a lease, you
probably would not have had this £6 of a reduction'—I cannot say.

30428, It never occurs {o these large sheep farmers to ask reductions
during their lease I—They got more reduction than we got.

30429, At the same time I don't know.

30430. Do you mean that the large sheep farmery got reduction during
the currency of their lease?-—I eannot say what time they got if, but I
know they got it.

30431, Are'you sure you had no lease in 1859 7—I cannot say. I
never knew of it. FPerhaps there may have been some written agrec-
ment,

30432, Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—Who was the factor in 1859 +—2r
Finlayson.

30433. What became of him V—He died,

30434, Was he a good factor —-Middling.

30435. He did not do much good to the people in Lochalsh ¢—XNo.

30436, XNor to the proprietor either —No.

30437. The loss of part of your pasture which was given to the inn
was a very serious loss, was it not % Yes,

30438. In fact, unless you get it back, the township will never get over
it +—1 cannot go that length.

30439, How far will you go?7—It is a great loss to us,

30440. What is the name of the tenant of Balmacarra Inn +--Robers
Mucleod.

30441, Where did he come from +—Sutherlandshire originally.

30442, If your figurcs are correct in your statement about the rent and
the stock kept by the other farmers you have mentioned, your township
is paying more than you ought by a good deal%—Yes, as far as I under-
gtand. I know the rent is right, because T had the valuation roll when
writing that paper.

30443. And neither you nor your co-crofters understand why you
should be charged more rent than the big men +—Exactly.

30444. In fact, I suppose you would thirnk it would be mare reasonable
to give the poor men the cheaper rent —1T should think so.

30445. Whalever money you may earn or raise out of your croft [
suppuse you spend in the country ¢ —Y¥es, and more if we could get it.

30446. Aud it is the same with the other crofters 7— Yes, unless they
have means otherwise,

30447, The fact of you and the other people staying in the district or
locality like this all the year round, and spending in the district whatever
you ean afford to spend, is helping the district, is it not 9--Yes.

30448. Supposing there is & big farm and the tenant is not resident, is
he of any particular use to the distriet ?—No, I do not think he is.

30449. He may be very useful to the landlord in payiog a big rent #—
Yes.

30450. What other nse is he VI do not know any other use ke is.

30451. He helps, of course, to pay his share of the taxes }~—Of course,
ke pays his own share.

30452. You have been sent here to-day #—Yes

30453. You have heard some of the previous delegates tell that no
natives of the district here are employed in offices of trust, TIs that
correct3—1 do not know of any.

30454. Do you think it is true what the previous men have said -—As
far as report goos, it ia,

30435, The proprictor is 2 Highlander himself 7—Yes,
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30456. A good Highlender%—Yes,

30457, Does it surprise you and other people, therefure, that he does
not do something more for his countrymen }—>Many a time.

30458, You state that had you kuown the improvements would cnst
=0 much yon would have hesitated about going into the arrangement?—
Yes,

30459, Had you or your co-crofters any control over the expeuditure
made by the factor at the time upon your place 1—Not the least.

30460. He did what he liked, in fact +He did what he liked.

30461. And whatever it was, you were obliged to pay interest on it?
—Yes.

30462, Was all the money laid out on your land necessary, or was it
overdone }—I rather think it was overdone,

30463. You say if you have any cattle which you keep or wish to
rear, you have to send them every year to summer in the Isle of Skye.
Is that true 7—1I% is,

30464. Are not the bounds of Lochalsh very extensive I—VYes.

30465. Would it not seem curious to a stranger that there was nof
enough pasture in Lochalsh for your beasts, and that you should have to
go to the Isle of Skyel—VYes.

30466. But it is true —Yes.

30467. How do you account for that—Beeanse most of the pasture
here is occupied by large sheep farms and larger forests.

30468. Is the large sheep farmer not willing to give you the summer
grazing —7Yes, for some time ; but he won't give it for the whole year.
He woun't give it longer than the month of August,

30469. Only for such a short time as would not suit youf—VYes,

30470, You say the ground is occupied by deer, Isit true that people
in the low ground used to send their beasts in former times to the high
ground now occupied by deer }—Yes,

30471, And that is cut away from you }—Yes.

30472, What places can you get in Skye where you can summer the
beasts i—On Lord Macdonald's place.

30473. Upon the large farmers%—XNo; the small fenants,

30474, You have written this paper, no doubt, with something par-
ticular in view. Would you miention the particular part of Skye?—
Sleat, near Isle Ornsay.

30475, And to some extent you can get summer grazing there +—Yes,

30476. Tt is not far away, except that you have to cross the seal—
We have to cross Kyleskin,

30477. Who is the tenant of Auchtertyre I—David Logan.

30478, Ts that the only farm he has got t+—Yes.

30479. Where did he ¢come from +—The low country.

30480. Who stays at Conchra =—Dr Duncan,

30481. Where does he come from T—The low country.

30482, Is there any native at all having a biz farm?—V¥es, onc at
Auchmore—Roderick Donaldgon.

30483. What rent does he pay +—Ahout £155.

30484. Do you pay poor’s ratesI—VYes,

30485. According to your paper, besides paying your share of poor's
rates, you are burdened with four families of cottars and squatters —Yes,
h130486. Do they pay you any rent —XNo, we never charge them any-
thing.

30487. Have they got potato ground —We give them potato ground.

30488, Do they not give you any labour I—They cannot afford to give
muzh,  They are obliged to labour for themselves,
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30489, Do these four families belong to the town? Are they friends
of crofters or people who squatted down i—XNot as far as I know.,

30490. Are they all outside people wha have settied down upon yout
—VYes.

30491. Are they relations of your own 3—XNo, not as far as T know.

30492, How came they there?—Some of them were theore before I
remember.

30493. And they are there yet?--They are there yek

30494, Always ab the expense of the erofters 7—Yes.
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30495. Yon say there are six large sheep farms.  You mentioned the

pames of four of them ; what are the names of the other two?—DBraen-
trah, occupied by Mr Stewart; and Fearnag, of which Mr Maerae is
tenant. B

30496. He iz a native?—Yes. :

30497. And he is a Highlander 7—No ; be came from Australia here.

30498. But his name would denote that he came from some part of
the Highlandst—1I suppose his people belonged to Kintail.

30499. Did anybody help you to prepare the stateraent you have
written 1—My neighbours did.

30500. You and your neighbours met and talked it over -—Yes,

30801, Did anybody from the cutside world prompt you ?~No,

30502. You got no help from the outside; it is your own?l—
Yes.

30503. Is it written by yourself 2—XNo, it was a schoolboy whe did it

30504, Where does he belong to I—Our own place,

30505, Who put it in this langnage ¥—No man did it for us.

30506, The Chairman.—You say that the croft consists of ten acres,
and supports three cows and one horse.  Atre all these crofts of the samoe
size or nearly +—All about the same ; they are supposed to be the same,

30507. And the share in the sheep stock is also the same ?—Yes.

30508, Is the shepherd for the sheep paid in common ¥—Yes.

305038. How many sheep belong to each share t-—There are 250 sheep
in all ; between 40 and 50 sheep to cach,

30510. Three cows, one horse, and between forty and fifty sheepi—
Yes,®

30511, Ten acres of arable land, and you pay at the present moment
£241—Yes.

30512. With a good house?—VYes.

30513. And sufficient offices 7— Yes,

30514. Are you amarried man }—Yes.

30516, Have you sons able to assist you 7—One of fourteen years old.

30516. Do your wife and daughters assist yon in the management of
the farm }—My wife is absent from me,

30517. Are you and your family able to manage and labour the whole

of this little farm 7—Ne.

30518. Are you obliged to hire labour ?—Yes.

30519. Besides what you pay to the shepherds 7—VYes.

30520. For the purpose of working the farm ?—Yes,

30521. You deo not hire any horse labour I—No.

30522, You exchange horses with vour mneighbodrs?-—Yee, we are
working in company.

30523. When you hire any labour, do you take the labour generally
from these cottars’ families or persons outside 3—1I keep a gervant myself.

30524, You mean a female servant /—Yes.

30525. Do you hire any labour from the cottars 7—Yes.

30526, You never have any labour frbm these poor families I—XNo.

6m
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30527, Not even for harvest1—No.

30328. Do the other crofters on the ground never employ these poor
peoplet—They will be working for them ofterer than for me; but I de
not know whether they would pay them or not.

30529. What is the reason you do not employ these poor people t—1I
cannot afford to pay them,

30530, Then these cottars are in receipt of good wages 1—Yes,

30531. In what sense ave thess four families of cottars a burden on tho
erofters if they are receiving good wages—do they cost you any money+—
We aive them potato land and the like of that.

30533, Do they not pay anything for the potato land ?—XNo, I never
charge.

30533. You say some of the crofters employ them, does the potato
land count for part of their wages $—1I cannot say.

30534. What do you think ? —They pay them one way or ancther, I
should say.

30535. But do you think that the enjoyment of the potato land counts
far part of their wages ¥—I should think so.

30536. Who butlt the cottars’ houses ——There were some of them
buit by some of the tenants who left the place long ago. When the
proprietor built new houses for the present tenants the cottars got the old
ones,

30537. Do they pay any rent for these old houses at all }—No.

30538. Are there any of the eottars who receive parochial relief 7—No.

30539. Do they fish ?—No.

30540. Generally speaking, are the other crofters or small farmers in
your settlement obliged to hire any labour, or can they generally cultivate
their little farms by their own labour 7—Dy their own labeur.

30541, What sort of living do they make out of i%; are they able fo
support their families cut of the produce and the stock of their little
farins 2—0Oh no, working day’s wage mostly throughout the country.

30542. They go and work +—Yes,

30543, At day’s wages?—VYes, '

30544. Then these £24 crofts do not support the families who live
upon them —XNo,

30545, What was the nature of the impr