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His portrait forms the frontispiece to ¢ Ele-
ments of Physic and Surgery,’ London 1783. |

He wrote: 1. ¢ Essays on several important
subjects in surgery, chiefly with m%us(;o the
nature and cure of fractures,” London, 1771,
8vo. 2. ‘Essaysand CasesinSurgery,’ London,
1775, 8vo. ¢ Co us Rei Chirurgice,’
Edin. 1777, 8vo. 4. ¢ Medical Improvement ; ;
an Address to the Medical Society of Edin-
burgh,’ Edin. 1777, 12mo. 5. ¢ Elements of
the Theory and Practice of Surgery,’ Edin.
1779, 8vo, republished with the ¢ Elements
of the Theory and Practice of Physic,” thus -
forming 2 vols. entitled ‘Elements of the
Theory and Practice of Physic and Surgery,’
London, 17883, 8vo (with portrait). 6. ¢ Out- |
lines of the Theory and Cure of Fever,’ Lon- :
don, 1781, 12mo. 7. ¢ Principles of Midwifery !
or Puerperal Medicine, 17&, 8vo. 8. ‘Os-
teology ; or a Treatise on the Bones of the
Human Skeleton,’ London,1785,8vo. 9.¢Prin-
ciples of Anatomy and Physiology,’ Edin.
17886, 2 vols. 8vo. 10. ¢ Essays on Fractures
and Luxations,” London 1790, 8vo.

[Medical Register, 1779; Life by Mr. G. M.
Humphry, in Biog. Dict. of Useful Knowledge
Society.] J.F.P.

ATTON, JOHN, D.D. (1797-1863), re- BC

ligious writer, was the youngest son of Wil-
liam Aiton, a sheriff-substitute of Lanark-
shire [see A1ToN, WILLIAM, 1760-1848], and
was born at Strathaven, June 1797. He pub-
lished, in 1824, ‘ A Refutation of Mr. Robert
Owen’s Objections to Christianity.” Forthis
phlet he was presented by the then Lord
Ymglas to the benefice of Dolphinton, South
Lanarkshire. His other works are: 1. ¢ The
Life and Times of Alexander Henderson,
Edin. 1836. 2. ¢ Clerical Economics,” Edin.
1842. 3. ‘Eight Weeks in Germany,’ Edin.
1842. 4. ‘The Lands of the Messiah, Ma-
homet, and the Pope,” Edin. 1852. 5. ¢ The
ing-up of the I'?: hrates,’ London, 1853,
6. ¢ St. Paul and his localities in their past
and present condition, London, 1856. He
held his living till his death in 1868.
[Clerical Economics, 2nd edition, 18566 ; Cata-
logue of Library of Faculty of Advocate?l.‘] p

ATTON, WILLIAM (1781-1793), bota-
nist, was born at a small village near Hamilton,
Lanarkshire, and brought up as a gardener.
In 1754 he came to London in search of
employment,and wase! as an assistant
by Mr. Philip Miller, then gardener to the
Botanic Garden at Chelsea. In 17569 he was
appointed to the management of the Botanic

arden at Kew, which was then in the
session of the Princess Dowager of Wales.
He soon raised the position of the garden to

one of importance, and indeed may be said
to have founded the reputation which Kew
has ever since enjoyed. He took every oppor-
tunity of increasing the collections, and was
ma.mi' y instrumental in sending out Francis
Masson in 1772, one of the earliest botanical
eollzcdtors l:et the Cape. In 1783 he wfaspro—
moted to the management of the royal forci

and pleasure gardens at Kew and ﬁ.ichmonﬁ,
at the same time retaining his former post,
a house being built for him at Kew by

, Geo? IIL. In 1789 he published the ¢ Hor-
tus Kew

ensis, being a Catalogue of the Plants
cultivated in the Royal Garden at Kew, in
38 vols. 8vo, with 13 plates. To this impor-
tant work, which contains an enumeration
of 5,600 species, he devoted ¢ a large propor-
tion of the leisure allowed bythe daily duties
of hisstation during more than sixteen years.’
It met with a cordial reception, the whole
impression being sold off in two years. A
second edition appeared in 1810-13, in five
volumes, edited by Aiton’s eldest son [see
Arrox, WiLLiau Towxsexp]. He received
the assistance of Dr. Solander, then curator of
Sir Joseph Banks’s herbarium, to whom the
plants from Kew, as well as from other im-
rtant gardens, were sent to be named.
Although no indication is given in the book,
the descriptions of the new species contained
in it were contributed by Solander, and are
80 recognised by botanists : the types of these
novelties were placed in the Banksian herba-
rium, now incorporatedin the British Museum
collections. Dryander, another assistant of
Banks, also helped Aiton. The ¢ Hortus Kew-
ensis’ is of historical value on account of
the care with which the dates of the intro-
duction of the plants enumerated were as-
certained by Aiton, not only from books but
from personal inquiry among his contem
raries. Hiseldest son succeeded him; another
son, John Townsend Aiton, was placed in
charge of the Royal Garden at Windsor.
Aiton was extremely active ; his private cha-
racter is described as ¢highly estimable for
mildness, benevolence, Qiety, and every do-
mestic and social virtue.” Among his friends
was Sir Joseph Banks. He died of a disease
of the liver, 2 Feb. 1798, and is buried in
Kew churchyard. A portrait, in oil, exists
in the museum of the qgoyal Gardens, Kew,
from which an engraving was published.
[Preface and Introduction to Hortus Kewen-
sis; Gent. Mag. 1793, lxiii. pt.i. 380; Rees's
Cyclopedia.] J.B.
ATITON, WILLIAM (1760-1848), sheriff-
substitute of the county of Lanark, and, in
his day, a widely known authority on all
matters bearing on Scottish husbandry, was
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born at Silverwood, Kilmarnock, in 1760, a
neighbourhood which he left in 1785 to go to
Strathaven, Lanarkshire, where he practised
for many years as a law nt. e next
went to Hamilton, where he held office as
one of the sheriff-substitutes of the county
from 1816 up to 1822, He died in 1848. At
no period did his income exceed a hundred
a year, and yet out of this, with a family of
twelve children, he educated four sons for
liberal professions, often sending them his
last guinea when they were students at col-
lege. His works are: 1. ‘A Treatise on
M%‘;s-earth,’ Ayr, 1811. 2. ¢‘General View of
the Agriculture of the County of Ayr,’ Glas-
gow, 1811. 8. ¢ General View of the Agri-
culture of the County of Bute,’ Glasgow,
1816. 4. ‘A History of the Rencounter at
Drumclog and Battle at Bothwell Bridge,’
Hamilton, 1821. 5. ‘An Inquiry into the
Pedigree of the Hamilton Family,’ Glasgow,
1827. 6. ¢ Inquiry into the House of Aiton
in Scotland,’ ﬁamilton, 1830.

[Inquiry into the Origin and Pedigree of the
Family of Aitons in Scotland ; Cntalo’gue of
Library of Faculty of Advocates.] e

AITON, WILLIAM TOWNSEND
(1766-1849), botanist, the eldest son of
William Aiton [see A1ToN, WILLIAM, 1731~
1793), was born at Kew, 2 Feb. 1766. He
was educated at Chiswick and Camberwell.
At the age of sixteen he became assistant to
his father, and attained some distinction as
a landscape gardener, in which capacity he
was employed by many of the nobility. On
the death of his father in 1793 he was ap-
pointed to succeed him in the royal gardens
at Kew and Richmond. He was much
esteemed by George IIT and the royal family,
and kept up a confidential correspondence
with the Dlﬁ(e of Kent until the time of his
death. On the accession of George IV Mr.
Aiton was charged with the arrangement of
the garden at the Pavilion at Brighton, as
well as with many extensive and important
alterations at Windsor. Many changeshaving
taken place in the establishments of the royal
gardens, he retired shortly after the acces-
sion of William IV to the charge of the
Kew Botanic Garden and Pleasure Grounds,
a post which he voluntarily resigned in 1841,
still, however, living at Kew, but passing
much of his time with his brother at Ken-
gington ; and it was at Kensington that he
died on 9 Oct. 1849, being buried at Kew.
In 1810-13 Mr. Aiton published a second and
much-enlarged edition of his father’s ¢ Hortus
Kewensis,’ 1n five volumes. In this he re-
ceived a continuance of the help given to his
father by Sir Joseph Banks and Dryander,

while the latter volumes owe their scientific
value to Robert Brown, who succeeded Dry-
ander as curator of the Banksian herbarium.
A useful epitome of this work, in one volume,
was published in 1814. Owing, however, to
the impossibility of keeping with the
very rapid increase in the number of species
brought into cultivation, neither of these
works attained anﬁhing like the sale of the
original edition. Mr. Aiton was one of the
founders and an active fellow of the Royal
Horticultural Society. To its ¢ Transactions’
he contributed a paper on the cultivation of
the cucumber, for which a silver medal was
awarded him in 1817. A lithographed por-
trait by L. Poyot is in existence.
[Proceedings of LinneanSociety, ii. 82-3; Post-
seript to 2nd ed. of Hortus Kewensis, v, 681-;.]
J.

AKENSIDE, MARK (1721-1770), poet
and physician, was born at Newcastle-on-
Tyne on 9 Nov. 1721. His father was a re-
spectable butcher, named also Mark Aken-
side, and his mother’s maiden name had been
Mary Lumsden. On both sides he descended
from Northumbrian presbyterians of thelower
middle class. He was baptised on 80 Nov.
by the Rev. Benjamin Bennet, a dissenting
divine of some note, who ministered in the
new meeting-house at Newcastle. He was
the second son of his parents, who had been
married for nearly twelve years. When
Alkenside was seven years old, he was play-
ing in his father’s shop, when the butcher’s
cleaver fell on his foot, and so wounded him
that he halted for the rest of his life. He
was educated first at the free school of his
native town, and then at a private academy,
also in Newecastle, kept gy a dissenting
minister of the name of Wilson. In his six-
teenth year (23 April 1737) he sent up s
poem, without any introduction, to the lead-
ing periodical of the day, the ‘ Gentleman’s
Magazine.’ It was entitled ¢ The Virtuoso,
and was written in imitation of Spenser, in
the Spenserian measure. The piece consists
of only ten stanzas, but they show a remark-
able skill in versitication, and appear to have

receded the longer and better ll:nown pieces
gy Shenstone, Thomson, and Gilbert Ridley,
which soon afterwards made the Spenserian
stanza fashionable. Akenside was singularly

recocious as a poet. After this first success
he continued, while yet a youth, to be a fre-
quent contributor to the ¢ Gentleman’s Maga-
zine,” and in 1738, at the age of seventeen, he
began the poem by which he is best remem-
bered, ¢ The Pleasures of Imagination.’ It
was during a visit to Morpeth that, as he
says, within hearing of ‘the mossy falls of






