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1744, by "which time she must have reached a mature period of

life. Being storm-stayed in. November that year 011 his way to

Glasgow, Carlyle spent three days at the little solitary aubcrge

of Whitburn, when at length a returning postchaise enabled him
to complete his journey. The landlady, whom he characterises

as a 'sensible woman,' 'had in her youth been celebrated in

a song as "the bonnie lass of Livingstone." The walls and

windows,' he adds, ' were all scrawled with poetry ; and I amused

myself not a little in composing a satire on my predecessors,

which I also inscribed on the walls, to the great delight of my
landlady, who shewed it for many years afterwards with vanity

to her travellers.'

MY WIFE'S A WANTON WEE THING.
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play'd the loon ere she was mar - lied, She
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play'd the loon ere she was mar - ried, She
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play'd the loon ere she was mar - ried; She'll

#4r p g rPS
do 't a - gain ere she die !

My wife 's a wanton wee tiling,

My wife's a wanton wee thing,

My wife 's a wanton wee thing
;

She winna be guided by me.

She play'd the loon ere she was married,

She play'd the loon ere she was married,

She play'd the loon ere she was married ;

She '11 do 't again ere she die

!

She sell'd her coat, and she drank it,

She sell'd her coat, and she drank it,

She row'd hersel in a blanket

;

She winna be guided by me.

She mind 't na when I forbade her,

She mind 't na when I forbade her
;

I took a rung and I claw'd her,

And a braw guid bairn was she !

Of this somewhat foolish canticle, the first two verses appear

in Herd's Collection ; the others are added in Johnson's

Museum. The air, which is also recognised as a dance, is

given in Oswald's Pocket Covipanion.




