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" NAVAL HISTORY OF GREAT- BRITAIN.

BRITISH AND FRENCH FLEETS.

Tue number of line-of-battle ships, in commission ps cruisers
at the date of the Abstract for the present year,* has attained an
amount not previously equalled, nor subsequently exceeded. This
abstract also exhibits, in its larger line total, the greatest number
of line-of-battle ships to be found in the same compartment of
any other abstract of the series ; and among the ships are 19 of
that fine class, the N or middling sized 74, exclusive of 16 other
ships of the same class, that remained unfinished of those which
ha(F been ordered in antecedent years. The number of national

rizes, purchased into the service during the year 1807, will be
gound to be nearly double that of any other year within the
limits of this work ;4 and the casualty~column on the Decrease
side displays a total, greater by a tnfle than has aﬁvpeared, or
than, probably, will again appear. Of the 38 British vessels so
lost, no fewer than 29 foundered at sea or were wrecked ; and,
.unhappily, a great proportion of their crews perished with them.

The number of commissioned officers and masters, belongin
to the British navy at the commencement of the yea:'1 1808, was,

. 8

Admirals . . . . .
Vice-admirals . e« « . b5
Rear-admirals . . . 58

» superannuated 31
Post-captains . . . . . 700
2” ” . 27
Commanders, or sloop-captains . 601
superannuated 49

Lieut’énants . . .« e . 2012
Masters . . . . . 549

* See Appendix, Annual Abstract No. 16.
+ See Appendix, Nos. 1,2, and 8.
VOL. V. B



2 BRITISH AND FRENCH FLEETS. 1808.

And the number of seamen and marines, voted for the service of
the same year, was 130,000.*

A new era was commencing in the navy of France. Such had
been Napoléon’s exertions since the disastrous affair of Trafalgar,
that the spring of this year saw him possessed of upwards of 80
sail of the line, including 20 recently ordered to be laid down at
Antwerp, Brest, Lorient, Toulon, and other ports. In Bresta
squadron of eight sail of the line and four frigates was, in the
course of the summer, got ready for sea, and only remained in

-because unable to elude the vigilance of the Channel fleet
under Admiral Lord Gambier, who, since March, had succeeded
to the command of it. Early in the year, as will be presently
more fully noticed, a French squadron of six sail of the line
sailed from the road of Isle d’Aix, and large and powerful
frigates were occasionally slipping out of other ports along the
French Channel and Atlantic frontier. Of the minor parts of
France, Cherbourg was fast rising into im{xortance: the basin
there constructing, and nearly finished, would, in a year or two,
it was expected, be capable of holding a fleet of hine-of-battle
ships. I# had long been a celebrated port for frigates, and
several very fine and powerful ones had sailed from, and were
constructing within it. The five French sail of the line and one
frigate, so long shut up in the harbour of Cadiz, met a peculiar
fate; a fate that was the opening scene of a most interesting era
i the annals of freedom, and of which we shall presently give
some account.

The French Mediterranean ports were again becoming objects
of enticement to British squu?rons. Toulon, Venice, and even
Spezzia, were in full activity. In the former port a shiﬁ of 120
guns, the Commerce-de-Paris, and another of 80, the Robuste,

ad recently been launched ; and a new 74, the Genois, had
arrived there from Genoa. These, with the Borée and Annibal
74s already in the road, made five sail of the line. There were
also three or four line-of-battle ships on the stocks, two of which,
one a three-decker, were nearly ready for launching. At Genoa*
a 74, the Breslaw, was expected to be launched in the autumn,
and one or two others were building at Venice; and, in the
language of the Exposé, Spezzia would soon be a second Toulon.
To the five French sail of the line'already at anchor in the last-
named port,'and which ‘were ‘under the command of Vice-admiral
‘Ganteaume, five others were added in the course of the spring.
Whence these c#me we will proceed to relate ; but how it hap-
pened that they escaped the nutherous British cruisers scattered
over the ocean, is' not g0 easily to be explained.

The British squadron, which, towards the end of the year
1807, was stationed off Rochefort to watch the motions of the
French squadton at anchor it Aix’road, was composed of seven

# See Appendix, No. & .




1808, ESCAPE OF THE ROCHEFORT SQUADRON, 8

sail of the line under the command of Rearadmiral Sir Richard
John Strachan in the Cesar. In order the better to enforce the
‘blockade, Sir Richard anchored his ships in Basque roads. On
the 20th of November, being short of provisions, the squadron
weighed and stood to the offing, in the hope of falling in with
some victuallers, which Sir Richard had appointed to meet him
at the distance of 10 or 12 leagues south-west of Roche Bonne.
Being driven by strong north-east gales rather beyond the ren-
dezvous, and some delay having occurred in the departure of the
victuallers from England, the squadron did not get its wants
supplied before the 12th of Jaa ;.nor was it. until the 18th
that the state of the weather would permit- the Mediator to be
cleared, and the provisions which she had brought out to .be
divided among the ships. - ' ‘

In the intenm some important occurrences had happened in
the port, the entrance to which Sir Richard Strachan’s squadron
had thus been compelled to'leave unguarded. On the 4th of
Jannari' the French 74-gun ship Patriote, Captain Joseph-Hya-
cithe-Isidore Khrom, from Chesapeake bay, as recently as the
16th of December, had anchored in the road of Isle d®Aix ; and
on the 17th of January, at 8 A. M., Rear-admiral Allemand, ob-
gerving that enly a frigate and a brig cruised off the port, took
advantage of a moderate breeze at north-east by north, and put
to sea with the 120 gun-ship Majestueux, 74 gun-ships Ajax
(newly launched), Jemmappes, Lion, Magnanime, and Suffren,
one frigate, and one brig-corvette. o .

The Brtish' frigate off the port, which was the Pheenix,
Captain Zachary. Mudge, lay to about 20 minutes to watch the
motions of the French ships; wheny finding that the latter were
in chase of her, she signalled the 18-gun brig-sloop Raleigh,
€aptain Joseph Ore Masefield, to close, and made all sail west
by north. At 11 A.m. the Pheenix lost sight of the French
squadron, and at noon despatched the Raleigh to England with
the intelligence. On the 19th, while in search of Sir Richard’s
squadron, the frigate fell in with the Attack gun-brig, Lieutenant

omas Swain, and communicated to her the important in-
formation. On the 20th the Pheenix reconnoitred Isle d’Yeu,
and discovered lying in the road one line-of-battle ship, partially
rigged, and three brigs, two of which appeared ready for sea:
gshe then steered for %England, and on g)e 24th anchored in
Cawsand bay. : ,
- It was only on the day previous to the arrival of the Phcenix
in England, that the Attack succeeded in finding Sir Richard
Strachan ; ‘who was then about 50 miles south-west of Chasseron
Tighthouse, striving his utmost against a strong north-east wind
to regain his station. Scarcel;%;aad the squadron made sail in,
the direction of Cape Finisterre ere the wind shifted to the
westward, from which quarter it blew a "tempest during,
several successive- days. The~ loss ~ of the Cesar’s ‘main

B2



4 ) BRITISH. AND FRENCH. FLEETS. 1808.

yard ‘was, however, the principal damage sustained by the
squadron ; and on the 29th Sir Richard took as a substitute the
main yard of the Donegal, who being leaky and very short of
provisions, had been ordered to proceed to England. - This left
with the rear-admiral the :

Gun.ship '
‘80 Camsar .o Rear-ad. (b.) Sir R. John Strachan, Bart. K.B.
°"° * *Captain hall:‘la l'l.ich,m'dson.BMt
Spartiate . . . Sir Francis Laforey, .
Colossus . . . o  James Nicoll Morsis.
74< Cumberland . . ” Honourable Philip Wodehouse..
Renown . . . » Samuel Jackson.

Superb., . .. . »  Thomas Alexander, acting.

The squadron was unable to clear the bay until the 1st or 2d
of February, when Sir Richard crowded sail towards the Straits
of Gibraltar, rightly judging that to have been the course steered
‘by the French admiral. On the 4th the rear-admiral spoke Sir
Richard King’s squadron off Ferrol, consisting, with the Achille,.
of the 74s Audacious, Captain Thomas Le Marchant Gosselyn,
and Theseus, Captain John Poer Beresford; and on the Yth
spoke the fleet of Rear-admiral Purvis off Cadiz. On the 10th

e squadron passed the rock of Gibraltar, and on the 21st,
anchored in Palermo bay, there joining the

e Vice-ad. (b.) Ed, Thornborough
. ice-ad. (b.) Ed. Thornborough.
100 Royal Sovereign . {Capta_in enry Garrett.
98 Formidable. . . . » Francis Fayerman.
Eagle. . . . . . » Charles Rowley.
743 Kent. .. . . . . o Thomas Rogers.
Thunderer . . . . » John Talbot.

- The bad weather, of which Sir Richard Strachan had to com-
plain in the bay of Biscay, had assailed with equal if not greater
violence the squadron of M. Allemand. Theqlatter, in conse-
uence, had been obliged to send back to Rochefort one of his
ships, the Jemmappes, in a crippled state. With his regaaining
five sail of the line, the French admiral continued his voyage to
the Mediterranean. Passing the Straits on the night of the
26th, unseen from the rock, or, it is believed, by any British
cruiser, M. Ganteaume, on the 6th of February, anchored in
the road of Toulon, having chased from before the (Fort the 38-
n' frigate Apollo, Captain Edward Fellowes, and destroyed,
uring the 20, days’ passage, one Portuguese and six English
merchant vessels ; none of them, however, of any Freat value,
On the 7th Admiral Ganteaume sailed out of the harbour,
with a fleet composed of 10 sail of the line, three frigates, two
corvettes, and seven armed transports of 800 tons each, havzlgﬁ
on board troops, ordnance stores, and provisions. On the :
the fleet arrived off the island of Corfu. The admiral imme-
diately sent detachments of his smaller vessels to Taranto,
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Jacente, Brindisi, and other adjacent ports, to afford protection
to the trade and bring the vessels to Corfu; where, in the mean
time, . Vice-admiral Ganteaume landed his troops, stores, and
provisions. - While lying at Corfu, the fleet experienced very
stormy weather; from which the Commerce-de-Paris suffered
80 much in her masts, that the vice-admiral shifted his flag to
Magnanime, and leaving the former ship to be repaired, sailed on
the 25th . with his remaining nine sail of the line and frigates.
‘He ran down to the latitude of Sicily; thence through the dif-
ferent passages between Zante and the other Ionian islands, and
on the 15th of March returned to Corfu. :

On the 23d, the day on which the French admiral arrived at
"Corfu, he was fallen in with by the British 22-gun ship Porcu-
pine, Captain the Honourable Henry Duncan, then on her way to
Join the 64-gun ship Standard, Captain Thomas Harvey, sta-
tioned off Corfu. Having, at the great risk of capture by one
of the 74s, staid until he had clearly ascertained tﬁat the ships
were enemies, Captain Duncan made sail to join Lord Colling-
wood at Syracuse. On the 24th at noon, the Porcupine fell in
with the 38-gun frigate Active, Captain Richard Hussey Mou-
bray; who, inowing that the Standard had gome to the admiral,
took the Porcupine undgr his orders, and stood back to look
after the French fleet. From the 26th of February to the 13th
of March, amidst some severe gales of wind, the Active and
-Porchine kept company with M. Ganteaume’s fleet; and, for
‘'several successive days, the Porcupine alone performed this
bold and perilous service.

On the 16th, the day after the admiral’s return to Corfu,
having rehoisted his flag on board the Commerce-de-Paris, M.
Ganteaume again set sail with his whole fleet: he ran along the
coast of Africa, Sicily, and Sardinia, watched, for a part of the
time, by the 38-gun frigate Spartan, Captain Jahleel Brenton,
and on -the 10th of April reanchored in the road of Toulon.
Since the 23d of February the Spartan, accompanied by the 40-
gun frigate Lavinia, Captain John Hancock, had been detached
to gain intelligence respecting the Rochefort squadron, by Vice-
admiral Thornborough, just before the latter, with the 11 shi
~of the line in his company, weighed from Palermo, and made

“sail in search of Lord Collingwood. '

On the 3d of March, having received intelligence from a Maltese
privateer of the sailing of the Toulon fleet, Captain Brenton
Joined Lord Collingwood off Maritime. The vice-admiral imme-
diately sent the Lavinia for further intelligence, and stood with
the fleet towards the bay of Naples; whence his lordship de-
tached the Spartan to Palermo. On arriving at Palermo,the Spartan
was ordered by Rear-admiral Martin, at anchor there with three
sail of the line, to cruise between' Cape -Bon and Sardinia;
“where,” says Captain Edward Brenton,  on the 1st of April,she
discovered tze French fleet carrying a press of sail to get to the
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westward. Captain (now Sir Jahleel) Brenton, placing his ship
about two leagt‘ﬂ:‘ on the weather beam of the E‘m adm:m;
under an easy sail, watched his motions during the day; the
enemy chased, but without gaining on him; in the evenimg,
having previously prepared his launch with a temporary deck, he
hove to, and sent Ker under the command of Lieutenant Coffin
with despatches to Trepeni, then 130 miles distant. This officer
- narrowly escaped capture by the enemy’s fleet, which, before
he had got two miles from the ship, came close upon him; he
very judiciously lowered his sails and lay quiet until theg had
sed. He reached Trepani on the following evening, whence,
patching the launch agreeably to his orders to Malta, he'set
off for Palermo, and gave the intelligence to Rear-admiral
Martin. The launch reached Malta on the third day, and
vessels were detached in every direction in search of the British
geet; thedenemy in the mean timekscontinued.in chase :ff the
partan, dividing on opposite tacks, to take advantage of any
change of wind,‘gso fre(rl,t;’::t in the Mediterranean. Confident
in the sailing qualities of his ship, the captain at night agam
placed hi f on the weather beam of the French admiral, and at
daylight made sail from him on the opposite tack, to increase the
chance of falling in with the British fleet. The enemy tacked in
chase: the Spartan was becalmed, whilst they were coming up
with the breeze, and fora short time her capture appeared almost
inevitable; but as she caught the breeze, she again took her
position on the admiral’s weather beam. This was the close of
the third day; when a frigate was seen to run along the French
line, and speak all the ships in succession : soon after the whole
of them bore up, steering with the wind a-beam ; and the captain
of the Spartan concluding that the French admiral had shaped
his course for the gut of %}ibraltar, and had given up the chase,
steered the same way with a strong breeze at N.N.W. The
night was excessively dark, and a most anxious look-out was
kept for the enemy: at half-past seven they were discovered on
the lee quarter, close hauled, and very near: this was evidently
a stratagem of Ganteaume’s to get to windward of his ememy;
but the manceuvre failed. All hands were on deck, and at their
stations ; the Spartan wore and crossed the enemy within gun~
shot, before they could take any advantage of their position; the
French squadron also wore in chase, and the next morning were
hull down to leeward. The fourth day was passed im the same
manner ; the Spartan keeping a constant and anxious look-out
for the British fleet, while the enemy- crowded every sail in pur-
suit of her; in the evening a shift of wind brought them to
windward, and the night being very squally and dark, Captain
Brenton lost sight of .them, &c.”* Lt
. Upon his return to Toulon, as we have stated, on the 10th of

* Brenton, vol. iv., p. 239. . 3
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April, M. Ganteaume found an accession.to his force in two fine
fngates, the Pénélope and Thémis, which had arrived since the
28th of the preceding month. . These frigates had es. from
the road of Bordeaux on the 21st of January, cruised off Madeira
and the African coast until the middle of March, passed the
Straits on the 17th, anchored at Ajaccio on the 23d, and sailed
thence ‘on the 26th for Toulon ; having captured or destroyed
British vessels to the alleged value of six.millions of franes, in- -
cluding four or five straggling West-Indiamen from a home-
ward-bound convoy under the protection of the British frigaté
Franchise. : . .

. What the British admiral was about, to suffer a French fleet
to traverse the Mediterranean in all directions, and to possess a
whole month’s command of the Adriatic, has been a question
often a&kaed. Our researches have. enabled us to collect a few
facts, that may throw some, although a very faint, light upon
the sabject. en the French ﬁe:tg, on its way to C%i:fu, was
rounding Cape Passaro, Lord Collingwood, witz the following
five sail of the line, was at anchor in the port of Syracuse: -

Gun-ship . .
' g Vice-admiral (r.) Lord Collingwood: -
.98 Oc@ ........................{ Captain Ri ( T

. Rear-admiral (b.) George Martin. -
P €anopus ..ceeeesssnnsesnenies { Captain Charles Inglis. .

’ Malta civeeecccoenicnnncncan ” William Shield. L ’

) Repulse ..cceeetveeseerenanns » Hon. Arthur Kaye Legge.

- Montagu .cicoieccressnsecanns »  Robert Waller y.

* On the 24th of February, the day after M. Ganteaume had
amrived at Corfu, the British admiral, with the Ocean, Canopus,
Malta, and Montagu, sailed from Syracuse, bound to Pelermo.
On that very evening a line-of-battle ship was seen standing inte
&mcnse from the eastward. This was the Standard, from off
rfa, with the important intelligence that the French fleet was
‘in that neighbourhood. Unfortunately the Standard could not
see: Lord Collingwood’s squadron under the land ; and, still more
tmfortunately, his lordship could not be persuaded, that there
was the least necessity for communicating with Captain Harvey.
The Standard entered Syracuse in the dark, and was unable,;
owing to the state of the wind, to sail out again for two or three
days. Immediately on the 64’s arrival, Captain Legge, who, as
we have seen, had {een left in the port, sent an express to Cape
Passaro, but the admiral had passed to the westward. - —
--On the 2d of March, when about 11 leagues -to- the north-
westward of the island of Maritimo, Lord Collingwood was
i«{med Vice-admiral Thornborough and Rear-admiral Sir
ichard Strachan. This reinforcement augmented his lordship’s
force to 15 sail of the line and. two or three.frigates. .On the
next day the British fleet steezed towards Palermo,.still withoa
any knowledge that the French Toulon. fleet was even at seaj
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On the 6th, when off Cape St.-Vito, Lord Collingwood was
joined by the-Apollo, ‘with the intelligence of M. Ganteaume’s
departure from Toulon a month back. The British fleet im-
mediately stood across to the bay of Naples; where the Stand-
ard’s intelligence at length reached Lord Collingwood: who
thereupon stood back to the southward; but, instead of pro-
‘ceeding through the straits of Messina, his lordship sailed round
the west end of Sicily.

On the 21st Lord Collingwood arrived off -the harbour of
Syracuse, and such of the ships as were in want of water went in
and obtained it. On the next day, the 22d, the British fleet
sailed towards the entrance of the Adriatic; and on the 23d,
‘having detached Rear-admiral Martin with three sail of the line
to Palermo, Lord Collingwood was a few miles to the northward
of Cape Spartivento, with 12, expecting every moment to meet
Vice-admiral Ganteaume on his way from Corfu and Taranto.*
On the 28th, by which time the British fleet had got within a
few miles of Cape Rezzuto, information was received, that the
French fleet, eight or nine days before, had quitted the Adriatic
for the Mediterranean. The British ships 1mmediately turned
their heads to -the westward, and on the 10th of April were
abreast of the southern extremity of Sardinia. Between this
island and Sicily Lord Collingwood cruised until the 28th ; when
the 32-gun frigate Proserpine, Captain Charles Otter, joined
with intelligence that M. Ganteaume was at anchor with his
fleet in the road of Toulon. The British. fleet then steered for
that port, and on the 3d of May arrived off Cape Sicie.

It was certainly a very extraordinary circumstance that these
fleets should have so missed each other. On the 16th of
March, when M. Ganteaume sailed from Corfu, Lord Colling-
wood was about a degree to the northward of the island of
Pantalaria. From these points the two fleets continued to
approach each other, until the British fleet, directing its course
for Syracuse, entered the bight formed by the capes Passaro and
Spartivento, while the French fleet stood over to the coast of
Tripoli, and, passing wide of the island of Malta, made Cape
Bon. The time subsequently spent by M. Ganteaume, in cruising
off Sicily and the eastern coast of Sardinia, might yet have
been taken advantage of, had the British admiral steered straight
for Toulon ; but, six days after M. Ganteaume had anchored in
that road, we find Lord Collingwood putting back from the
longitude of Minorca, to seek him on the coast of Sicily: nor
zas it until 17 days afterwards that the British fleet arrived off

ape Sicie.
ving Vice-admiral Thornborough with a sufficient force to

~ ® As appears by a general order rﬂ)ecting the mode of attack to be
adopted, which Lord Collingwood issued on that day; and, for a copy of
‘which, see Appendix, No. 5,
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-blockade Toulon, Lord Collingwood sailed for Gibraltar and
Cadiz, to contribute his aid to the cause of the Spanish patriote.
It does not appear that M. Ganteaume, during the remainder of
the year, did more than make a few demonstrations of sailing
out, and yet the French naval force in the Mediterranean was
rapidly augmenting. A three-decker, the Austerlitz, and an 80,
the Donawerth, were launched at Toulon in the summer ; as in
the course of the autumn, was the Breslaw 74 at Genoa, and
one or two other 74s, either in that port or in Spezzia.

The British squadron stationed at Palermo consisted, in the
latter part of the year 1807, of the 98-gun shiﬁ.Windsor-
Castle, Captain Charles Boyles, and the 74-gun ships Eagle,
Captain Charles Rowley, and Thunderer, Captain John Talbot,
together with a few frigates and smaller vessels. The success
of General Regnier in Lower Calabria obliged the British and
Neapolitan troops, composing the garrigon of Reggio, to abandon
that fortress and retire upon Scylla. On the 30th of January,
1808, the 16-gun brig-sloop Delight, Captain Philip Cosby
Handfield, one of the above squadron, while engaged in-en-
deavouring to recapture four Sicilian gun-boats which General
Regnier had a few days before taken, grounded under the bat-
teries of Reggio. Captain Handfield, a very promising young
officer, whose name has before appeared in these pages, was
killed ; and Captain Thomas Secombe, of the Glatton, who was
serving on board the brig, was mortally wounded and taken

risoner. The Delight was, however, of no use to the enemy,
aving been burnt by the survivors of her crew.

On the 17th of February the little fortress of Scylla, the only
remaining post possessed by the British in Lower Calabria, was
evacuated by the commandant, Lieutenant-colonel Robertson;
and the garrison, of whom not more than 200 were British
troops, was safely withdrawn from the power of General Regnier:
by the able management of Captain Robert Waller Otway, of
the 74-gun ship Montagu, and Captain George Trollope, of the
16-gun brig-sloop Electra, with the assistance of a few transports
and men-of-war Kmnches.

The degrading situation, to which, at the commencement of
the present year, Spain had been reduced by the arts of Na-
Ppoléon, is an historical fact too notorious to require repetition.
At length the Spanish character recovered its tone ; and, by her
struggles to free herself from the yoke of her powerful neigh-
bour, Spain found a friend in every independent breast through-
out the civilized world. It was to England in particular that
Spain looked for support, and that support England gave, in the
most cordial, prompt, and efficacious manner.

On the 4th of June the supreme junta of government at
ngxlle, acting in the name of their imprisoned king, the
miserable Ferdinand, issued a declaration of war against France.
“The French admiral in the port of Cadiz, as soon as the news of
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this event reached him, removed his vessels, which, it will be
recollected, were the Neptune of 80, A.lélésima, Argonaute,
Héros, and Pluton, of 74 guns, Comélie frigate, and a bri
corvette, out of the range of the batteries at the town, and too
up a defensive position in the channel leading to the Caraccas.
At this time Rear-admiral Purvis, with a British fleet of 10 or
11 sail of the line, cruised off the harbour, and, from several
Eleviou communications with the Spenish authorities on shore,
ad been anticipating the glorious e that was now arrived.
The British admiral of eourse o to assist in bringing the
French admiral to terms ; but the Spantards, feeling themselves
quite adequate to the task, preferred acting alone.
« On the 9th of June, at 3 p. m., a division of Spanish gun and
mortar boats, and the batteries erected for the purpose on the
isle of Leon and at Fort Louis, commenced hostilities against
the French ships, and a mutual firing, without intermission, was
kept up until night. On the following morning, the 10th, the
cannonade recommenced, and was continued partially till 2 p. m.,
when the French flag-ship, the Héros, hoisted a flag of truce.
Shortly afterwards Vice-admiral Rosily (who had, on the pre=
eeding day, modestly enough, proposed “ to quit the bay,” pro-
vided, as was well added, “the British would permit him ”)
addressed a letter to General Morla, offering to disembark his
guns and ammunition, but to retain his men, and not to hoist
any colours. These terms were considered inadmissible, and the
Spaniards prepared to renew the attack upon the French squa-
dron with an increase of force. On the 14th, at 7 A. M., an
additional battery of 30 long 24-pounders being ready to act,
and numerous gun and mortar vessels having taken their stations,
the French ships strack their colours; which, in the course of
the forenoon, were replaced by those of Spain. '
Soon after this event the Spanish commissioners, of whom
General Morla was one, embarked for England to treat with the
British government. Their reception fully equalled their ex-
pectations; and on the 4th of July the Bntish government
issued an order, directing that all hostilities between England
and Spain should immediately cease. Those cruisers, hitherto
8o much dreaded along the coast of the latter, were hailed as
deliverers; and never, surely, were the skill and enterprise of
British seamen more zealously nor more successfully exerted,
than in rooting out the French invaders from the sea-defences of
& country, which they had entered but to enslave and despoil.
Portugal, as a fellow-sufferer with Spain, soon followed the
latter’s example in making an effort to free herself from French
thraldom; and deputations from every part of the country,
doliciting succours, were sent to Admiral Sir Charles Cotton,
who, with a British squadron, cruised off the Tagus, to watch
the motions of the Ruassian squadron at anchor within it. The
<all of Portugal upon her ancient ally was not mede in vain. - In
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the early part of August a body of British troops, under Lieux
tenant-general Sir Arthur Wellesley, landed on the coast; on
the 21st the celebrated battle of Vimeira was fought; on the
22d . Lieutenant-general Sir Hew Dalrymple arrived, and took
the command of the British forces; and on the 30th was con-
cluded the famous gonvention of Cintra, so discreditable to the
victorious party.

By the second and third articles it was stipulated, that the

rench troops should not be considered as prisoners of war, and
that, on their arrival in France, whither they were to be conveyed
at the expense of the British government, they should be at
liberty to serve again. With respect to the Russian squadron,
consisting, as .already stated, of nine sail of the line and one
frigate,¥ a convention, concluded between Sir Charles Cotton
and Vice-admiral Seniavin, placed the ships, as a deposit, in the
hands of his Britannic Majesty, to be held until six months after
the conclusion of peace between Russia and England ; and the
Russian vice-admiral, his officers, seamen, and marines, without
any condition or stipulation whatever, were to be conveyed to
Russia at England’s expense. - :

The close alliance, cemented between France and Russia by
the treaty of Tilsit, naturally suspended all friendly relations
between the latter and Great {Britam. If Russia, in the course
of the three months that succeeded that treaty, made no public
avowal of her sentiments, it was because the fleets and troops of
England were then in the Baltic or in the inlets to it. No sooner
had Admiral Gambier and General Lord Cathcart quitted the
Sound, and the season become so far advanced as to prevent the
British navy from operating in the Baltic, than Alexander spoke
aloud the?anguage of defiance. The emperor’s declaration,
which issued at St.-Petersburg on the 31st of October, was re-
ceived in London on the 3d of December, and replied to on the
18th by a counter-declaration, clearly, forcibly, and elegantly
drawn up; a state-paper, indeed, that might serve all future
cabinets for a model.+ On the same day reprisals were ordered
against Russian ships, vessels, and goods; but the time of
the year prevented the immediate undertaking of any active
measures, . .

As the firm ally of England, Sweden necessarily became in-
volved in war with her two neighbours, Denmark and Russia.
The first, happily for Sweden, having only two line-of-battle’
ships, a 74 a.mr a G4, and some armed Indiamen,. brigs of ‘war,
and gun-boats, was without a navy to melest -her; but the
second possessed a fleet, already in ports of the Baltic, and of
far greater strength than any that Gustavis ‘could send to sea.
-For instance, the Russian Baltic fleet, according to the official

* See vol. iv., pp. 315, 818. _ ) ,
1t Seé the; New Annual Register for the year 1807, p. 298,
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report of the minister of marine, consisted, on the 9th of Novem-
ber, 1807, of 20 new ships of the line carrying 1588 guns, and
-14 frigates and corvettes carrying 426 guns, besides brigs and
smaller vessels. Among the line-of-battle ships were three or
four three-deckers, and nearly the whole of the others were 74-
.gun-ships. Several of the frigates, also, mounted 50 guns.
The Swedish fleet consisted of 11 or 12 sail of. the line and six
or seven frigates; not more than half the former in an effective
state. The following account of the recommended, if not of the
actual, gun-force of Swedish ships of war, is extracted from the
work of the celebrated naval architect Chapman :

Ships of the line.
A
] |Guns. Pdrs.|Guns. Pdrs.|Guns.Pdrs.|Guns.Pdrs.|Guns. Pdrs.
First deck «.ivieencecensense] 30 48%) 30 42 | 30 42 36 | 26 36
Second deck ....coueenne .. 82 86|32 80|82 24|30 24|28 24
Third deck......... seasanees 80 24|82 18] see o0 | ae wee | e e
Qr.deck and forecastle.....[;18 12 | ... .. |18 12| 16 12} 12 12
110 94 80 74 66
Frigates.
A
. Bum.Pdn. Guns. Pdrs. Guns. Pdrs.[Guns.Pdrs.|Guns. Pdrs.
Main deck..ocoesreseeerosass 26 30|26 24|24 18|24 12|22 12
Qr.deck and forecastle....., 18 12|14 812 6| 8 6| 6 4
44 40 36 82 - 28
— — )__ J——, .

'

Towards the middle or latter end of May the British naval
force assembled in the Sound, Great Belt, and Baltic, and which

was under the command of Vice-admiral Sir James Saumarer.

consisted of the

]

Gun-ship
Vice-ad. g).) Sir James Saumarez, Bart., K.B. -
100 Victory . .4 Captain George Hope. .
» Peter Dumaresq.
- Centaur Rear-ad. (w.) Sir Samuel Hood, K.B.
*'* ¢ ) Captain William Henry Webley.
Superb Rear-ad. (b.) Richard Goodwin Keates.
. uper * 3 Captain Samuel Jackson.
74 Implacable . »  Thomas Byam Martin.
9 Brunswick . » Thomas Graves.
. . .. »  William Lukin.
Orion . . . . . »  Sir Arch. Collingwood Dickson.
Goliath . . . » Peter Pﬁ
* Vanguard . . .. » Thomas er.
64 Dictator. . » Donald Campbell.
Africa John Barrett

Figates, Afl’i(.‘/&il.le, Eurya.lus:’ Salsette, Tribune, ;znd Tartar; besides sloops

gun-brigs, &c.

* For the English caliber of the Swedish pounder see vol i., p» 41.
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. Upwards of 200 sail of transports, having on board about 14000
troops under Sir John Moore for the assistance of the Swedes,
had accompanied the fleet ; but owing to some misunderstandi
between the King of Sweden and the general, relative to the
particular service allotted to these troops, they were suffered to,
return to England without being employed or even debarked. )

Early in August the Russian fleet, consisting, besides the
following nine sail of the line and. three 50-gun ships, of eight
frigates and ship-corvettes, two brig-corvettes, and two cutters,
in all 24 sail, under the command of Vice-admiral Hanickoff, or
Chanikow,* sailed from Cronstadt.

Gun-ship ’ Gun.shi Gun-ship)
120 Blagodath. Fgagle.- 74 St.-Anna.
118 Gabriel. 74 Michael. Argus,
74 § Amgatten. North-Star.” - 50 { Hero.
Boreas. Sewolod. Rapid.

" On the 19th this fleet arrived in Hango bay, a port in’Swedish
Finland, then in the possession of the Russian army; and on the
same day the Russian admiral chased the Goliath. At this time
the British admiral, with four sail of the.line, was at anchor off
the island of Langland. Two other British sail of the line were
off Copenhagen, and the remaining four off the island of Nyborg,
quite at the opposite extremity of the Baltic. The Swedish
squadron, consisting of seven sail of the line and four- frigates,
was at anchot in Oro roads. .

On the 20th of August Rear-admiral Sir Samuel Hood, with
the. Centaur and Implacable, arrived and anchored in company
with. the Swedish fleet. On the same afternoon the Russians
made their appearance off the road, and presently anchored out-
side. On the 21st, in the evening, the Russian fleet, numbering,
as before, nine sail of the line, three 50-gun. ships, eight frigates
and ship-corvettes, two brigs, and two cutters, got under way
and stood off and on the road. On the 22d four Swedish sail of
the line came down from Jungfur sound, and joined their com-
panions in Oro road. Although the force of the Swedish ad-
miral was thus augmented to 11 sail of the line, five frigates, and
one brig, yet upwards of a third of the crews were ill in bed
with the scurvy, of which many died daily.

- On.the 23d, in the afternoon, the Russian fleet, making a ve

formidable appearance, stood close in to Oro road, with a fine
west-south-west wind ; then tacked, and stood off. On the 25th,
at 6 A. M., the Swedish fleet, accompanied by the Centaur and
Implacable, got under way, with a fresh breeze at north-east,
amf made-sail in pursuit of the Russian fleet ; which, at 9 a.m.,
to the number of 23 sail, was seen in the south-east, off Hango-

# The first is according to Sir Samuel Hood’s letter in the London
Gazette, the second according to a translation of the Russian admiral’s letter
in the Moniteur.
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Udd. At about noon, as had been previously arranged, the
Swedish 70-gun ship Frederic-Adolph, with a great prop(;rtim'

of the sick on board, eom&ant{ from the fleet, and
steered for Carlscrona. is left wi e Swedish admiral the-
Gun-ship

Rearad. Nauckhoff.

78 Gustav-IV.-Adolph . . .< Captain Lagerstrale,
»  Krusenstjerna.
‘76 Uladislaffe . . . . . »  Grubb,

. Commodore Jagerfelt.
Adolph-Fredric , . . { Gontatn CountWrangel,
Aran . . « ¢« . . . ” Jagerschold. .

- 74< Dristigheten ~ , . . . »  Toruquist. ,
Faderneslandet . .. . . ”» Blessing. ‘
Gustav III. "', , . . » Petterson.

Manligheten .« e e s 0w Nordenankar.

66 § Forsigtigheten . .. . . »  Baron Cederstrom.

Tapperheten - . ‘. PFicerstroud. )

. Frigates, Euridice 46, Chapman 44,”Ca.milla and Bellona 42, and Janamas
84, and cutter-brig Dolphin. i
The Anglo-Swedish fleet now consisted of 12 sail of the line
and five frigates, mounting 1156 guns; while the Russian fleet,
of nine sail of the line, three 50s, and eight frigates and corvettes
(not reckoning the two bri%s), mpunted 1118 guns. Here was
no great disparity, especially considering the ineffective state of
the Swedish ships; but the Russian admiral not knowing this,
or considering the two ships with British ensigns ﬂyini, and
who soon became the most conspicuous objects, as a host in
themselves, made all sail to get away. A windward chase was
not the thing for wooden-bottomed ships ; nor, where so much
picety was required in trimming sails, for weak and inexpe-
rienced crews. Hence the Centaur and Implacable, by 8 p. m.,
were five miles to windward of the Swedes, notwithstanding the
l;.tter carried every stitch of canvass that their ships would
ear. . :
The night’s chasé increased that distance to nearly 10 miles;
and at 4 A.M. on the 26th the Implacable had advanced two -
miles to windward of the Centaur. This brought the former
ship within four or five miles of the Russian fleet, thep bearing
from east-north-east to south-south-east, evidently much scate
tered, and still crowding sail to escape. .At4h. 30 m. A. M. the
Implacable, then on the larboard tack, observed a Russian twos
decker considerably to leeward of her fleet. At 5 h,30 m. A, .
the latter, which-was the 74-gun ship Sewolod, Captain Rydnew,
or Roodneff, being on the starboard tack, passed the bow of the
Implacable, who immediately tacked after her.. At 6 h. 30 m.
A.M. the Sewolod tacked. In about a quarter of an hour the .
two ships again crossed each other ; when the Russian 74 opened
ber fire, which.-was quickly retarned .by the. Implagable. " The
Iatter again tacked; and at'7 h.20 m, a. ., having overtaken
the Sewolod and closed her within pistol-shot to-leeward; the
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Implacable commenced the action with the utmost vigour, and
ith such decided effect, that in less than half an hour the Sewo-
lod, whose colours had been shot away early in the combat,
ceased firing and hauled down her pendant. - At this moment,
observing that the Russian admiral, who with his fleet had bore
up since the commencement of the close action, was within two
miles of the Implacable, Sir Samuel threw out the signal of recall.
The Implacable thereupon made sail to close the Centaur, then
wards of a mile and a half to leeward. This the Implacable
ected at 8 A, M., and the two British 74s ran on in com y
to join the Swedish fleet; the van-ship of which was nearf;nﬁ)
miles to leeward when the Implacable compelled the Russian
74 to make the signal of surrender. '
- The loss incurred by the Implacable in this short but smart
engagement, consisted of six seamen and marines killed, one
master’s mate (Thomas Pickerwell), the captain’s clerk (Nicholas
Drew), and 24 seamen and marines wounded. The first lieu~
tenant of the Implacable, and of whom Captain Martin speaks
in the highest terms, was Augustus Baldwmn. The loss which
the Sewo%od sustained, as admitted by her captain, amounted to
48 officers, seamen, and marines killed, and 80 wounded ; a
sufficient proof that the guns of the Implacable had been both
quickly fired and well directed. S
- Admiral Hanickoff sent a frigate to tow the Sewolod, whose
rigging and sails were in a terribly shattered state, and then
agam hauled his wind. About this time, the Implacable havinﬁ
repaired the slight damage done to her rigging, the two Britis
ships again made sail in chase, and soon obliged the Russian’
frigate to cast off her tow, and the Russian fleet a second time
to bear -up in support of their friend. It not, however, being
the intention of tll:e Russian admiral to bring on a general en-
gagement, he, at about 9 a. M., availed himself of a favourable
change of wind to the north-east, and stood for the port of
Rogerswick ; leaving the Sewolod, who had gtounded on a shoal
not far from the entrance of the harbour, to take care of herself,
although the Swedish fleet, except the Tapperheten and frigates,
was still nearly three leagues to leeward. C
At about noon the Russian fleet came to an anchor in Rogers+
wick roads, and the Sewolod soon afterwards got afloat and rode
at her anchors. The wind moderating in the afternoon, the
Russian, admiral sent out a division of boats to tow the disabled'
74 into the road. The Centaur, followed by the Implacable,
immediately bore up, to endeavour to cut off the ship before the'
boats could effect their object. By t activity and per-
severance on the part of her officers and crew, the Centaur, at’
8 p. M., just as the Sewolod, towed by the Russian boats, was
about to enter the: port, ran her on board. The starboard fore.
rigging of the Centaur was caught, and parily carried away, by
the Sewolod’s-bowsprit ; and the latter’s starboard bow gradually*
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s_wegt along the Centaur’s starboard side, the guns of which, as
the Sewolod’s bow successively pressed against the muzzles, dis~
charged their contents with destructive effect. As soon as the
bowsprit, in its course astern, had reached the Centaur’s mizen
l;gging, it was there lashed, by the joint exertions of Captain,

ebley, first Lieutenant Paul Lawless, and Mr. Edward Strode,
the master, and under a very heavy fire from the Russian
musketry, which wounded, among others, Lieutenant Lawless
severely. The two ships being in six fathoms’ water, Sir Samuel
had hopes that he should have been able to tow off the Sewolod
while lashed to her; but the Sewolod had. previously let go an
anchor, swhich held her fast. Much valour was here displayed
on both sides, and each ship tried in vain to board the other.
At 8 h. 30 m. p. M. the Implacable arrived up, and anchored at
the distance of about 300 yards from her consort ; and in another
10 minutes, after affording a proof of courage and perseverance.
highly creditable to her, officers and crew,_ the Sewolod hauled
down her colours.

The Centaur had three seamen and marines killed, her first
lieutenant (already named), boatswain (Mr. Morton), and 25 sea-
men and marines wounded. The Sewolod, whose original com-
plement was 600 men, but to whom the Russian admiral had
sent 100 sailors and soldiers to supply the place of those killed.
or wounded in her action with the Implacable, had 180 killed,
wounded, or missing, in her action with the Centaur ; making
the total loss of the Russian ship, in killed, wounded, and.
nlllissing, 303, and the total killed and wounded of the two British.
ships 62.

oth the Centaur and Sewolod took the ground soon after the
latter’s surrender. This being observed by the Russian admiral,
two ships of his fleet were detached to attempt to recover. the
Sewolod and capture the Centaur ; but, owing to the prompt
exertions of the Implacable, the Centaur was soon hove into
deep water, and the Russian ships returned to their anchorage.
" No efforts on the part of the British being able to get the prze.
afloat, the Sewolod, in the course of the epsuing night, after the.
prisoners and the wounded had all been removed, was set fire to.
and destroyed.

On the 30th, while still blockading the port of Rogerswick,
the Anglo-Swedish fleet was joined by Vice-admiral Sir James.
Saumarez, with the Victory, i‘Vlars, Goliath, and Africa. In the
mean time the Russian admiral, well aware of the enterprising
character of the British, was employing himself in mooring his
fleet and fortifying his position. The ships were secured by
cables to the shore, and strong batteries were erected at Baltic-
Port and at the island of East Raga, the latter of which com-.
Ppletely commands the entrance to the harbour.

An attempt to burn the Russian fleet was intended to be
made; and the 18-gun ship-sloop Erebus and 14-gun cutter.
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Baltic (late Russian cutter Apith) were prepared as fire-ships by
the British, and four fire-vessels were sent from Carlscrona by
the Swedes. As a preliminary measure, the port was recon-
noitred, first. by the %ritish 18-pounder 36-gun frigate Salsette
(late Pitt), Captain Walter Bathurst, and then by the Swedish
44-gun fnigate Camilla, Captain Trolle. It was now discovered
that an extensivgg boom had been run out from the front of the
Russian ships, c¥lculated, in all respects, to prevent the approach
of fire-ships. :

The attempt to destroy the fleet by vessels of this description
being, in consequence, deemed impracticable, the Erebus and
Baltic fire-vessels were dismantled and restored to their former
state, and the four Swedish fire-vessels were sent to Carlscrona.
The advanced season of the year rendering the situation of the
blockading fleet extremely cnitical, Sir James Saumarez and the
Swedish admiral, early in October, retired from before the har-
bour of Rogerswick, leaving only a small reconnoitring force.
Soon afterwards the Russian fleet also made sail, and reached
Cronstadt in safety.

Before taking our leave of the Baltic, we have to give some
account of the successful operations of the British fleet in aiding
a band of Spanish patriots found in this quarter. Desirous to
assist Spain 1n every way that would be most beneficial to the
cause of the patriots, England turned her attention to the Spa-
nish troops, which N:}Poleon, under the false pretence of securing
Hanover, had drawn from their country, to the northern parts of
Germany, and afterwards to the Danish islands in the Baltic. It
was known that the troops were anxious to join their country-
men, and assist in overthrowing the tyrant to whom they owed
their banishment. The Spaniards in Zealand no sooner learnt
the_ atrocious .aggression which their native land was suffering,
than they instantly formed a circle round their colours, and swore
on their inees to be faithful to their country. Men possessed of
such feelings, and inspired with such a determination to act u
to them, were well worthy of all the assistance which England,
with her immense naval means, could afford. It fortunately
happened, where so much depended upon zeal and ardour in the
cause, that the British commanding officer in the immediate
vicinity of the Spanish troops was Rear-admiral Keats. Besides
his own ship, the Superb, the rear-admiral had under his orders
the Brunswick and Edgar of the same force, Captains Thomas
Graves and James Macnamara, and five or six smaller vessels.

According to.a plan concerted between the rear-admiral and
the Marquis de la Romana, the commander-in-chief of the Spa-
nish forces in Denmark, the latter, on the 9th of August, with
nearly 6000 men, took possession of the fort and town of Nyborg,
in the island of Funen. .Immediately afterwards Rear-admiral
Keats addressed a letter.to the Danish governor, promising to-
abstain from any hostile or offensive act, so long as similar treat--

YOL. V. c
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ment was experienced by the Spaniards from the troops of Den-
mark and Franee ; bnr{i that 1!' oppos;z:n should
be offered to the embarkation n:z troops, messures
would be taken, that might emtnally lend to the destmchon of
the town of N

The! Danish garmson prudently yielded to eircumstances ; but
& Danish man-of-war bng, the a, of 18 and a cutter
of 13, the Salorman, moored themselves across the harbour near
the town, and rejected all remonstrances and offers of secw-
rity. th;l?ge reduction of these vessels being abs?:l;lve necessary,
ad msh unwi to aet hostilely a;
Dmarkpasuch gmﬂmllvm and mlhng a8 could be colm
were put under the command of Captain Macnamara ; and the
Jatter and his party attacked and captured both the brig and
cutter, with the loss to the British of ome lLicutenant (Robert
Huvey, of the Superb) killed and two seamen wounded, and to
the Danes of seven killed and 13 woanded. It should be men-
tioned, that the Spanish traops, irritated at the opposition which
their friends experienced in giving them aid, departed in some
measure from the general’s intention, and fired from the fort
several shot at the Damish vals;ls before the latter struck.

Expedition being now of the greatest uence, and none
of the ships of the line, from circumstance, weather, being
able to be bmaghtnear,the renr-dmmlshlﬁedhmﬁagwthe
Hound bomb-vessel, Captain Nicholas Lockyer, i the harbeur.
Fifty-seven sloops m'doggus,fofmdmthe rt, were ﬁttedby
the seamen of the squadrom, under the tgeehon of
Macnamara ; and in the course of the same night and ihe
following day, the 10tk, a great part of the artillery, baggage, -
and stores belonging to the Spaniards was embarked, and re-
moved to the point of bﬂlham’ four miles from Nyborg
where the army was to em

Captains Juckson and Lockyer undertook the exeeution of

this service ; and the troops, having embarked without an acei-
dent on the morning of the 11th, were soon under the protection
of the British squadron at the anchorage off the island of Sproe.
In the course of the same day more than 1000 Spaniards jeined
the British ships by sea from Jutland; and another 1000 were
thrown into land, to strengthen the fort held by the Spanish
forees in that island. One of the Spanish regiments in Jutland
was situated too remotely and critically to admit more thana part
of it to effect its escape; and two ts in the island of
Zealand were unfortunately disazmed, having fired on the
French general and killed eme of "his. sides-de-camp: The
Spaniards embarked at Nyborg; and those that escaped to the
ron from Jutlend, were landed at Langeland ; whence the
, numbering about, 10, ,000 men, were carried to Enghnd

a-d mhleqnenﬂyto Spam. For the zeal and
displayed, m bringing to a happy terminaticn the h and
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arduous service intrusted to him, Rear-admiral Keats, imme-

%ately on his arrival in England, was created a knight of the
ath. .

LIGHT SQUADRONB AND SINGLE SHIPS.

On the 16th of January, in the forenoon, Cape Barfleur
bearing west by north six or seven leagues, the British gun-brig
Linnet, Lieutenant John Tracey, mounting twelve 18-pounder
carronades and two long sixes, with a crew of 60 men and boys,
saw a French lugger in chase of an English merchant ship and
brig. The Linnet immediately joined the ship and brig, intend-
ing to keep company with them until night should favour her
in closing the lugger. At.6h. 30 m. p.m. the lugger, which was
the Courier, of 18 guns and 60 men, belonging to Cherbourg,
commenced a fire upon the ship, which the latter promptly re-
turned. At 7 p. M. the Courier attempted to baul off'; but the
Linnet, being now within musket-shot, prevented her. At
7h.10 m. 2. M. a broadside of round and grape from the
Linnet, accompanied by a volley of musketry, carried away the
Courier’s main lug. The latter was now hailed to strike, but,
Ainstead of doing so, rehoisted her lug. A steady and well-directed
fire was then commenced by the ‘ﬁnnet, anc{ continued for an
.hour and a half ; during which the Couner’s lugs were knocked
down 10 times, and as often rehoisted. At8 h. 50 m., being in
a sinking state, the Courier hailed that she surrendered. The
loss on the part of the latter amounted to her second captain
killed and three men wounded; but the Linnet was fortunate
enough to escape without any loss whatever.

On the 7th of February, at 1 p. M., the British schooner De-
couverte, of eight 12-pounder carronades and 37 men and boys,
Lieutenant Colin Campbell, when running down between Alta-
vella and the main land of St.-Domingo, chased two French
schooner-privateers and a ship their prize. One privateer made
ber escape to windward ; but after a running fight, the Decou-
verte drove the other and the ship on shore. The latter, which
was the Matilda of Halifax, bound to Jamaica, Lieutenant
Campbell directed the master of the Decouverte, John M<Intyre,
with a detachment of small-arm men, to set fire to and destroy;
a service which, in spite of & very spirited opposition from the
schooner and the shore, he fully executed.

On the 9th, while still cruising off St.-Domingo, the Decou-
verte discovered and chased a French armed schooner in Bottom-
less Cove. It was not iuntil 3 p.M. that the Decouverte was
,enabled to bring her opponent, the Dorade, Captain Netley,
mounting one long 18-pounder on a pivot, and two long eights,
with 72 men, to close action. In tl‘::e second round, three of
the Decouverte’s carronades on the side engaged were dismounted,

which gave the Dorade a gmt2adwmtage over her. Notwith-
c

o
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standing this, and the immense superiority of the enemy in mus-~
ketry, the Decouverte, in three quarters of an hour, compelled the
Dorade to haul down her colours. :

This very gallant exploit on the part of Lieutenant Campbell,
his officers and crew, was performed after a loss of five seamen
wounded, three of them dangerously, and one mortally. Lieu-
tenant Campbell himself was also shightly wounded, but did not
communicate the circumstance in his official letter. The omission
‘was caused by a feeling highly honourable to Lieutenant Cam
bell as a man: his wife was in England in a poor state of health,
and he n;fhtly judged, that uncertainty about the full extent of
his wound might prey upon her feelings and protract her recovery.
Of the privateer’s 72 men, seven were found on her decks dead
and three wounded; and it was understood that about seven
others had been thrown overboard during the progress of the
action. ' :

On the 8th of February, in the evening, the British 18-
pounder 36-gun frigate Meleager, Captain John Broughton,
cruising off the port of San-Jago de Cuba, detached her barge,
cutter and jollyboat, with 41 men, commanded by Lieutenants
George Tupman and William Sainburn, and Lieutenant of ma-
rines James Denne, to capture a felucca-rigged privateer at
anchor under the shore. The three boats gallantly boarded and
captured without loss on either side, although the enemy was
ferfectly pre({mred, the French privateer Renard, armed with one

ong 6-pounder and a large proportion of muskets, and 47 men,
18 of whom jumped overboard and swam for the shore.

On the 13th of February, in the evening, the British 20-gun
ship, Confiance,* Captain James Lucas Yeo, being off the Tagus,
sent her cutter and jollyboat, under the command of master’s
amate Robert Trist, with 14 men, to row guard at the mouth of
the river, in consequence of a report, current at Lisbon, that
the Russian squadron was about to put to sea, No sooner had
Mr, Trist arrived at his station, than he perceived a French

n-vessel at an anchor under Fort San-Pedro, between the

orts Belem and San-Julien: he instantly, in a most gallant
manner, boarded, and after an ineffectual resistance on the part
of the enemy carried, the French gun-vessel No. 1, commanded
by Enseigne de vaisseau Gaudolphe, and mounting one long 24-
pounderand two brass sixes, with 100 stand of arms, and 50 men ;
of whom three were killed and nine badly wounded : but the
British, notwithstanding they had been hailed and fired at in
_ their approach to the gun-vessel, did not lose a man. This truly
gallant exploit, performed as it'was in opposition to a force so
superior, and almost under the guns of several heavy batteries,
deserved every praise that was bestowed upon it, and fully en-

* Made a post-ship by her commander’s promotion to post-rank on the 19th
of December, 1807, See vol.iv., p. 188, - : .
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titled Mr. Trist to the promotion which he in consequence
obtained. -

On the 2d of March, in the morning, the British 18-gun brig-
sloop Sappho, Captain George Langford, standing to the east-
ward from off Scarborough, discovered and chased an armed
brig, that was steering a course as if with the intention to cut off
several merchant vessels to leeward. At 1h. 30m. p.M. the
Danish brig of war Admiral-Yawl, Captain Jorgen Jorgenson,
substituting Danish for English colours, which she had pre-
viously hoisted to deceive, discharged her broadside at the
Sappho, in return for a shot fired over her by the latter. The
Sappho immediately bore down, and brought her antagonist to
close action, which was obstinately sustained for half an hour,
when the Admiral-Yawl struck her colours.

The Sappho’s force was 16 carronades, 32-pounders, and two
sixes, with a complement of 120 men and boys; of whom she
had two wounded. The Admiral-Yawl was singularly armed
for a brig, her guns being mounted on two decks. On her first
deck she had 12 carronades, 18-pounders, and on her second or
principal deck, 16 long 6-pounders, total 28 guns; with a com-
plement of 83 men and boys, of whom the second officer and
one seaman were killed. The wounded, if any, do not appearin
the gazette-account.

On the 4th of March, at 11 h. 30 m. A.wM., the British 18-

ounder 36-gun frigate San-Fiorenzo, Captain George Nicholas

ardinge, sailed from Pointe de Galle, Ceylon, on her return to
Bombay. On the 6th, at 7 a. m., latitude 7° 32’ north, longitude
77° 58’ east, the San-Fiorenzo passed, off Cape Comorin, the
three East India Company’s ships, Charlton, Captain George
Wood, Metcalfe, Captain Matthew Isacke, and Devonshire,
Captain James Murray, from Bombay bound to Columbo ; and
shortly afterwards discovered on her starboard .beam, in the
north-east, the French 40-gun frigate Piémontaise, Captain
Epron, advancing to intercept the Indiamen. The San-Fiorenzo -
immediately hauled to the wind in-shore, under all sail, and the
French fiigate, finding herself pursued, changed her course and
stood away. The Piémontaise had sailed from the Isle of
France on the 30th of the preceding December. Her intended
mode of attack upon the Indiamen 1s represented to have been,
to board the first with 150 men, and then stand on and can-
nonade the two others until they surrendered.

At 5 p.mM., having previously made the private signal, the
San-Fiorenzo hoisted her colours, but the French frigate paid no
attention to either. Captain Hardinge now pressed forward in
pursuit; and at 11 h. 40 m, P. M., being stil‘) on the larboard
tack, the San-Fiorenzo ranged alongside the Piémontaise and
received her broadside. After a ten minutes’ action fought
within 200 yards, the Piémontaise made sail ahead out of the
range of her opponent’s shot. The San-Fiorenzo, whose loss;
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owing to the high firing of the Piémontaise, amounted to only

three seamen slightly wounded, made sail in chase, and by day-

light on the 7th had so gained upon the French frigate, that the

latter, seeing a renewal of the engagement was unavoidable,

il:iswd her colours and wore, in order to bring her broadside to
r.

At 6h. 20m. A.m., being within half a mile of the San-
Fiorenzo, who had also wore, the Piémontaise fired her broad-
side, and the action recommenced, the two frigates gradually
closing to a quarter of a mile. The fire was constant and well-
directed on both sides, until 8 h. 5m. A.m., when that of the
French frigate visibly slackened. At 8h. 16m,, having dis-
charged her whole broadside, the Piémontaise ceased firing, and
made sail before the wind, leaving the San-Fiorenzo with her
maintopsail yard shot through,* main royal-mast shot away,
both main topmast-stays, the spring-stay, and the greater part
of the standing and running rigging and sails, cut to pieces, and
therefore not in a condition for an immediate chase. Under these
circumstances, the fire of the British frigate could only continue
while her retreating opponent remained within gun-shot. The
San-Fiorenzo’s loss, by the morning’s action, amounted to eight
seamen and marines killed and 14 wounded. The remainder of -
the day was occupied by the San-Fiorenzo in repairing her
damages, and in a vain pursuit of the Piémontaise, who crowded
sail to the eastward, and at 9 ». M. disappeared.

At midnight the French frigate again showed herself, bearing
east, and at daylight on the 8th was about four leagues distant.
At 9 A.m., being perfectly refitted, the San-Fiorenzo bore up
under all sail. At noon the Piémontaise hoisted a Dutch jack,
but at 2h. 15 m. ». M. changed it to an English ensign. The
San-Fiorenzo was now fast approaching ; nor did the Piémon- -
taise avoid the British frigate until the latter hauled athwart her
stern, in order to gain the weathergage and bring on a close
action. To frustrate this manceuvre, the French frigate, who
now appeared with her proper colours, hauled up also, and made
all _saiE Perceiving, however, that the superior sailing of the
San-Fiorenzo rendered a battle unavoidable, the Piémontaise
tacked ; and at 4 p.m.} the two frigates, when passing each
other, on opposite tacks, at the distance of not more than 80
yards, reopened their fire.

In the second broadside from the French frigate a Ogrape-shot
killed Captain Hardinge ; whereupon the command of the San-
Fiorenzo devolved upon Lieutenant William Dawson. As soon
as she had got abaft her opponent’s beam, the Piémontaise wore ;
and at 6 h. 49 m. ».m., after a well-fought action, one hour and

* So says Lieutenant Dawson’s official letter, but the log says : “ fore-top~
gail-yard shot in two.” ‘ '
4 According to the San-Fiorenzo’s log; but the Gazette says « three.”
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20 minutes of it close, and during which she had all her rigging-
and sails cut to pieces, her three masts and bowsprit %adly
wounded, and a great proportion of her numerous crew placed
Rors de combat, the French frigate hauled down her colours;.
some of her people, at the same time, waving their hats for a
boat to be sent to them. '

The loss sustained by the San-Fiorenzo in the third day’s
action, although numerically less than that on the second day,
was more sertous, as it included a the killed her truly
gﬁlant captain :* the remaining killed of that day consisted of

r seamen and marines, and the wounded, of one lientenant
(Henry Moysey, severely) and seven seamen and marines.
This made the total British loss, on the three days, 13 killed
and 25 wounded. The Piémontaise, besides her regular crew of
366 Frenchmen, had 200 Lascars (prisoners taken out of some
captured Indiamen), to work the sails. Out of these 566 in
crew and supemumeraries, the French frigate lost 48 officers,
seamen, marnes, and Lascars killed, and 112 weunded.

The force of the San-Fiorenro, in guns and men, has already
appeared.t In her armament there was no alteration; but, in
respect to crew, the ship was so greatly deficient, owing to the
sic of some men and the absence of others in prizes, as to
mauster no more than 186 men and boys; a circumstance which,
simgular enough, the British official account has omitted to
notice.

The force of the Piémontaise has also been fully stated at
a former page ;1 but, instead of 46 guns, as there particularized,
Lieutenant Dawson, i his letter, says: “ She (the Piémontaise)
mounts fifty guns, long 18-pounders on the main deck, and 36-
pound carvonades on her quarterdeck.” No other of the few
- accounts that have been published is more precise; and yet,
according to the navy-office draught of the Piémontaise, the
ship could mount 24 carriage guns only of a side, 14 on the
mam deck, seven on the qmarterdeck, and three on the fore-
castle. Her two maindeckqbow-pm'ts, if filled, would make 50
i:::,.in all, but even this would add nothing to her broadside-

Under these circumstances, and particularly as it is a
French ship whose force is to be stated, we shall consider the
Piémontaise, in her action with the San-Fiorenzo, to have
mounted the same guns as she did a year and nine months
before, in her action with the Warren-Hastings.

We cannot pay a higher compliment to the victorious party in
this case, than to rank the action of the San-Fiorenzo and Pié-
montaise with that of the Phenix and Didon.§ The odds in
each action, except in point of crew, were nearly the same. The
Piémontaise was certamly not so manfully fought as the Didon.

* See vol. iii., p. 262 + See vol. iv., p. 123.
1 See vol. iv., p. 240. § Thid, p. 164.
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The former began to run from the first ; and it was that constant
avoidance of her opponent, which protracted the contest to the
third day. The actual engagement, however, did not, as it
appears, last altogether more than four hours and five minutes ;
ten minutes on the first day, two hours and five minutes on the
second, and one hour and 50 minutes on the third. The action,
on the part of the British frigate, was conducted with as much
skill as gallantry ; but neither skill nor gallantry would have
availed, had the San-Fiorenzo not excelled her antagonist in &
third quality, swiftness of sailing. .

Soon after daylight on the morning of the 9th the three masts
of the Piémontaise fell over her side. In this state she was
taken in tow by’the San-Fiorenzo; and on the 13th the two
frigates cast anchor in the road of Columbo, island of Ceylon,
where, by order of the governor, Lieutenant-general Maitland,
the highest military honours were paid to the remains of the San-
Fiorenzo’s late youthful captain. Her present oomma.nding
officer received, we believe, the customary promotion, but di
not long survive the reward of his gallantry. The Piémontaise
was afterwards purchased for the British navy, and classed
among the large 38s.

Aware of the latitude allowed to a “ Biographical Memoir”
in the “ Naval Chronicle,” we should not feel disposed to find
fault with its editor for stating, even in the high-flown, and not
always intelligible, language of the Reverend James Stanier
Clarke, one of the co-authors of the “ Life of Nelson,” that “a
superannuated frigate of thirty-eight guns,” had captured a
French frigate armed with “ fifty long 18-pounders ;”* but our
duty compels us to reprobate the introduction of so gross a false-
hood into a solemn memorial presented to the king in council.
A document of this kind, presented by Mr. George Hardinge,
uncle to the deceased captain, praying for an augmentation to
the armorial bearings of the family, contains the following state-
ment : “ Your memorialist represents to your majesty, that your
ship, the St. Fiorenzo, carried thirty-eight guns, and mustered
186 men, including officers; that la Piedmontaise carried fifty
guns, long 18-pounders, and had on board 566 men.” It is not
added, that 200 of these were Lascars and prisoners. Had this
memorial met the fate of thousands of others, no harm would
. have been done ; but, unfortunately for the cause of truth, in the
next London Gazette appears an order, in which the king him-
self is made to declare, that his frigate carried “ only thirty-
eight guns.”

. On the 13th of March, at 5 p.Mm., the British 18-pounder 36-
gun frigate Emerald, Captain Frederick Lewis Maitland, being
off the harbour of Vivero, in Spain, discovered lying there a
large French armed schooner, and immediately stood in with the

. * Naval Chronicle, yol. xx., p. 385.
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view of attempting her capture or destruction. At 5h. 30 m.
P.M. the first fort on the right, mounting eight 24-pounders,
opened upon the ship; and as soon as the frigate got within
range, another fort, situated about a mile further in on the left,
and mounting five 24-pounders, also commenced firing. Finding
it impossible to place the ship so as to act against both batteries
at once, Captain Maitland detached a party of seamen and
marines, under first Lieutenant Charles Bertram, assisted by
Lieutenants of marines Giles Meech and John Husband, and
master’s mates. Matthew Mildridge and Edward Saurm, to storm
the outer fort, while the frigate stood in as near as the depth of
water would admit, and opened her fire upon the inner one.
Lieutenant Bertram having, without much difficulty, driven
the Spaniards out of the right-hand fort and spiked the guns,
Lieutenant William Smith, the third . lieutenant, with another
party of men, proceeded to do the same to the left-hand fort.
On landing about a mile from the fort, Lieutenant Smith was op-
posed by a party of soldiers, most of whom, with their leader, are
represented to have fallen, and the remainder to have retreated.
These the British followed ; but, owing to the nature of the
ground, the darkness of the night, and a temporary cessation of
firing by the battery, missed their way to it and returned. Mean-
while midshipman Daniel Baird had been sent with a party to
take possession of the schooner ; which, to avoid being captured,
had run herself on shore upon the rocks. This party was joined
by that under Lieutenant Bertram, and the united detachments
were presently met by the principal part of the schooner’s crew.
After an exchange of musketry, the pike and bayonet of the
British put the French to flight, and occasioned several of them
to be left dead on the road. ' :
Lieutenant Bertram. now advanced towards the schooner,
which was the Apropos, of eight 12-pounder carronades and a
complement of 70 men, from the Isle of France with despatches;
but, as the vessel had gone on shore at high water, no efforts on
the part of the British, although persevered in until a party of
soldiers opened a galling fire upon them, could get her afloat.
Notwithstanding the attack thus made upon them, Lieutenant
Bertram and his men managed to set the Apropos on fire ; and
at 1 A. M. on the 14th the vessel exploded. This enterprise was
attended, unfortunately, with a serious loss to the British. Nine
of the Emerald’s seamen and marines were killed ; and Lieu-
tenant Bertram (severely), the two lieutenants of marines, one
of the master’s mates (Mildridge), and 11 seamen and marines
were wounded., For the gallantry he had displayed, Lieutenant
Bertram was immediately promoted to the rank of commander.,
In the month of March the port.of Lorient, in which were
three or four ships of the line ready for sea or fitting, and the
neighbouring port of Concarneau, in which lay Jérome Buona-
parte’s late ship, the Vétéran, were watched by the two 74-gun
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ships Impétuenx, Captain John Lawford, and Satum, Captain
Thomas s, the 18-pounder 36-gun frigate Aigle, Captain
George Wolfe, 18-pounder 32-gun frigate Narcissus, C i
Charles Malcolm, and two or three smaller vessels. On the
22d of the month this squadron lay at an anchor in an excellent
harhour formed by the Giénan islands, receiving isi
out of some transports which had lately arnived there from
Plymouth.

At about 3h. 45m. p. M. the 4-gun schooner Cackoo, Lieu-
tenant Silas Hiscutt Paddon, being about midway between the
wland of Groix and the Glénans, made the signal for an enemy
. in the south-east. The Aigle, from whose main top the enemy
was also visible, got under way and made sail in chase, followed
by the Impétuenx and Narcissus; but the Saturn was directed
by telegraph to remain at anchor and watch the Vétéran in
C?i‘xﬁeameau. » and

strange vessels were the two 40-gun frigates Italienne :
Seine, standmg close hauled on the larboard tack, with the wind
from the north-north-west, and bound to Lorient. Atabout 7 h.
30m. . u., while passing the Cuekoo, Captain Wolfe directed
Lientenant Paddon to acquaint the commodore, then about two
miiles astern, that he should run between Groix and the main,
in order, if possible, to cut off the two frigates, who were then
closing with the island. For this the Aigle made all
gail, with the wind on her larboard - , and, on entering the.
passage, was fired at by the batteries on both sides. At 8 h. 30
m. ». M. the Aigle got within half gun-shot of the sternmost of
the two French frigates, both of which had just then vounded.
the north-west point of the island. After receiving a fire from
the Aigle’s starboard guns, this frigate bore up, and anchored
inder the protection of the batteries on the north-east side of
Groix, near Pointe de Billery. :
- The Aigle immediately stood after the other French frigate,
then wmgmg directly in for Lorient. At a few minutes past 9.
P. M., in 2 very dark mght, Captain Wolfe got within 50 yards of
this frigate to windward ; and, after burning a blue light to show
her own and the enemy’s situation to the Impétueux them
coming up astern, the Aigle opened her starboard broadside.
This the French frigate, who had now the dock-yard’s boats on
board, and was standing right into the harbour, returned. As
the Aigle was alreadyin foor fathoms® water, and, by contimuing
lon%er on this course, would soon bein Port-Louis road, Captain
Wolfe resolved ¢o board his enemy, and bore up for the purpose.
Seeing the Aigle's intention, and being determined to defeat it,
the French captain bore round up before the wind. By that
manceuvre the French frigate brought the Aigle astern with the
latter's jib-boom abreast of her larboard mrzen rigging; thus
adroitly avoiding & mode of attack, which experience had shown
was generally saccessful. i :
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As the two contending frigates were now crossing ahead of the
Impétueux, Captain Wolfe burnt a second blue light, in the
hope that, upon seeing the position of the French frigate, the
Impétuenx would run on board: an operation that, with the way
then upon the 74, would have cut the frigate to the water’s edge,
and ensured her capture. Being now, however, very near the
island, with a dark night to add to the difficulties of the navi-
gation, the Impétueux, instead of doing so, wore round on the
starboard tack, fired her larboard guns, and then, wearing again,
followed the Aigle through the passage. The French frigate,
shortly afterwards, as the only means of escaping from her per-
severing antagonist, ran with all sail set upon Pointe des Chats,
on the isle of Groix, under very high and formidable batteries.
The Aigle and ,Impétueux shortly afterwards anchored to the
south-west of the island, and were presently joined by the Sa-
tum ; who, as well as the Narcissus and Cuckoo, had also passed
through between Groix and the main.

In this her gallant action with the French frigates and bat-
teries, the Aig%e was a considerable sufferer, having had three
guns split and dismounted, a bower-anchor cut in two, and her
mainmast and bowsprit irreparably injured. Her loss amounted
to Captain Wolfe (severely in the left arm and hip), one Lieu-
tenant (John Lamb), and 20 seamen and marines wounded ;
:ei)ven of them so badly that they were invalided as unservice-

le.

On the next day, the 23d, at daylight, the Impétueux and
squadron "weighed and stood into the passage, and discovered
the French frigate on Pointe des Chats, with her yards and top-
masts struck, and her mizenmast cut or carried away, heeling
very much. Several shells were thrown at the British shi
from the batteries, but none struck them. In the course of
forenoon the people on board the Aigle saw seven coffins landed
from the frigate, and carried toa church that stood on the top of
a neighboaring hill: = tolerable proof that the shot of the Aigle
had done some execution. By the aid of two large vessels and
sundry smaller ones from the dock- at Lorient, this French
frigate was at length got afloat towed into Lorient. The
other frigate, also, on the moming of the 29th, taking advantage
of a shift of wind to the westward, slipped her cable, snd in 20
minutes was safe at anchor in the same port. Although it is not
in our power to state positively which oF:hese two frigates it was
that got on shore, we believe it to have been the Seine, as that
frigate did not again go to sea, except as an armée en fliite, or
store-ship.

Notwithstanding the fate of the  sloop of war” Lily,* vessels
of that denomination, inferior in force to a gun-brig, were still
suffered to remain in the British navy. One of the “ cruisers”
of this class was the Childers, a brig of 202 tons, built as

* See vol, iii., p. 271.
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. long ago as the year 1778; a vessel so unseaworthy as to have
been obliged, on more than one occasion, to throw overboard her
ns, 4-pounders, in order to save the lives of her crew. The
rig at length became so crazy, that 18-pounder carronades were
found too heavy for her, and she was fitted with fourteen 12-
pounders. In this state, and manned witha crew, nominally, of
86, but really of 66 men and boys, including only one lieutenant
(there not being accommeodation for more), the Childers, Captain
William Henry Dillon, in the month of January of the present
year, lay in Leith roads, waiting to give her ¢ protection” to the
trade proceeding to Gottenburg. But the merchants, the instant
they knew the f%rce and qualifications of the Childers, objected
to place their property under her care; supposing, very naturally,
that so small and ill armed a vessel was incapable of beating off
the privateers that infested the northern waters. Ludicrous as
the application would have appeared, the merchants, had they
wished for a vessel of nearly double the force of the one they
‘'had rejected, might have requested the board of admiralty to
appoint, instead of the * sloop of war” Childers, the “gun-brig”
Insolent, then cruising on the Downs’ station. What vessel the
merchants at Jast obtained we know not ; but the Childers pro-
ceeded by herself to the Baltic, to effect as much, in the way of
annoying the enemy, as her small powers would admit.

On the 14th of March, at 4 p. M., as the Childers was stand-
ing towards the coast of Norway, with a fresh breeze from; the
eastward, a sail was discovered in-shore, and immediately chased.
The stranger hauled in among the rocks, out of si%et, for the
purpose of taking shelter in the small port of Midbe. Imme-
diately a number of boats came out, with the apparent intention
of removing the vessel’s cargo. To prevent this, Captain Dillon
despatched the cutter, well armed, under the command of Wil-
liam Wilson, the master, accompanied by master’s mate Thomas
Edward Knight, also the jollyboat, with Robert Nicholl the

gunner, and Augustus William Henry Le Neve the purser a-

volunteer. The near approach of these two boats was the signal
for the shore boats to disperse; and, although opposed by the
inhabitants with musketry, as well as with stones hurled from
the top of the precipice under which the vessel lay, the British
boarded and carried her. She proved to be a Danish galliot,
partly laden with oil and fish.

Scarcely had the Childers descried the galliot, thus taken by
her boats, coming out from among the rocks, than she also ob-
served a large brig, evidently a vessel of force, sail out of Hitteroe.
The latter soon bore down towards the Childers, with the appa-
rent design of fighting her and rescuing the prize. -At about 6
P. M. the stranger, which was the Danish brig-corvette Lougen,
mounting 18 long 18-pounders, and two long 6-pounders through
the stern-ports, with a crew of 160 men and boys, commanded
by Captain Wulff, got upon the weather beam of the Childers,
at about gun-shot distance.
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Being aware that the convoy, of which the Childers was to
have been the escort, would very soon approach, Captain Dillon
felt it incumbent upon him, notwithstanding the evident supe-
riority of the Danish brig, to strive his utmost to drive her into
port. By way of defiance, therefore, the Childers fired a shot
over the Lougen; who immediately hauled close to the wind, and
stood in-shore. As soon as she had secured her prize and hoisted
in her boats, the Childers followed the Danish brig; and, when
the two vessels were within half a mile of the shore, they ex-
changed broadsides, on opposite tacks, at about half gun-shot
distance. Soon after the Childers had discharged her broadside,
the Dane was discovered to be on fire forward ; and, had the
Childers been near enou.%b to 'profit by the confusion evidently
caused by the accident, the contest might have been brought to
a speedy termination.

he Lougen now kept so near to the Norwegian shore, that
she became hid from the view of the Childers, and could not at
any rate be weathered by her. It was only, indeed, by the flash
of the Lougen’s guns, that Captain Dillon knew in what direc-
tion to fire his own. Inthis mannerthe engagement lasted for
three hours ; during which the heavy metal and well-directed
fire of the Dane did the Childers considerable damage. Many
of the Danish 18-pounders struck the British vessel between wind
and water; while the shot of the Childers, being discharged
from 12-pounder carronades, frequently fell short; a circum-
stance which-must have greatly reanimated her opponent.

Despairing of accomplishing any thing while.the wary Dane
hugged the %and so closely, the Childers stood out under easy
sail, in the hope of enticing the Lougen to sea; where a close,
and therefore a more equal, combat could not so well be
avoided by the latter. At length the Lougen ventured from
the land, and at 11 p.M. was three miles distant from
it. The Childers now set her courses, and tacked, with the
intention of weathering her antagonist; but the wind pre-
sently headed her and defeated the attempt. As the only
alternative, the Childers passed close under the lee of the
Lougen, and poured into her a broadside of round and grape ;
recetving in return many destructive shot, several of which en-
tered between wind and water. The Lougen immediately tacked,
and made sail to regain the shore; and the Childers, having her
lower masts and bowsprit badly wounded, five feet waterin the
hold, her magazine afloat, and the water gaining on the pumps,
was not in a state to renew the action. :

Of her crew of 56 men and boys, the Childershad her captain’s
clerk (Joseph- Roberts) and one seaman killed, and her com-
mander (severely in both legs and in his left arm), two midship-
men (John Batten and Charles Parker), three seamen, two
marines, and one boy wounded. The Lougen, from declining to
“continue the engagement, must have suffered some loss ; but its
amount we are unable to state. . .
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After bearing up to join her prize, the Childers lay to all night
on the starboa.rdptaekj, to stop eight shot-holes betweenx;?nd
and water. This done, and being in too shattered a state to

the sea, the Childers put back to Leith. In the mean time
the merchant vessels from that port, having had the Lougen
driven out of their track, and that by the very vessel whose
services their owners had despised, passed in safety to their des-
tination. -

.The gallantry of the Childers in this affair, obtained for he

officers and crew the thanks of the admiralty, and for Captain
Dillon himself the grand desideratum of a commander, post-
rank. Ofhis first and only lieutenant, Thomas Edmunds, Iéoap-
tain Dillon sreaks in thel}‘xl'ghest terms. What honours fell to
the share of Captain Wulfl, for his conduct on the occasion,
depended very much, no doubt, upon the story he told when he
got safe into port. - e
- On the 19th of June, at 2 ». ., the Nase of Norway bearing
west-north-west seven or eight leagues, the British 16-gun brig-
sloop ull (fourteen 24-pounder carronades and two sixes),
Captain rt Cathcart, discovered in-shore, running to the
eastward, with a fresh breeze at west-south-west, the same
Danish 20-gun brig Lougen, of whom mention has just been
made. The Seagull crowdedsail in chase ; and at 4h. 30 m. ». .,
having arrived within gun-shot, hoisted her colowrs. The Lougen
did the same, and, knowing that a long range suited her best,
immediately opened a fire from her starboard guns. It now
falling nearly calm, the Seagull was obliged to nse her sweeps, in
order, by getting between her antagonist and the shore, to pre-
vent the latter from entering Chrnistiansand harbour, off the
mouth of which she lay ; and more particularly, that the former
might gain a position near enough for her carronades to produce

At 6. p. M. the British brig got within musket-shot of the .
Dane and commenced the action, but soon had most of her
aweeps, and the greater part of her rigging, shot away by the
Lougen’s fire. After the engagement had continued in this way
for 20 minutes, six Danish gun-boats, each armed with two long
24-pounders, and manned with from 60 to 70 men, and which
antil now had been concealed behind the rocks, pulled towards |
the Seagull. They soon swept up, and, taking a position on
<ach quarter, raked the Seagull at every shot; while the Lougen
‘was doing the same on the British brig’s larboard bow. Byug h.
30 m. p. M. fiveout of seven of the 1’s carronades on the lar-
board side were dismounted. Every effortwas now used toget the
:'? round ; but, as her sweeps wese all destroyed, and her ngging

sails, even had there been a breeze to use them, cut to

ﬁes,that object could not be effected. After sustaining the

fire of her nemerous antagoaists until 7 h. 30 m. », M., at

which time ghe bad five feet water in the hold, the Seagull struck
her colours, ,
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Out of her 94 men andbo{‘s(,theSugulllosthet second
Lieutenant (Abraham Harcourt White), master (Andrew Martin),
three seamen, and three marines killed, her captain (severely),
first licutenant (Vilbers T. Hatton, dangerously), 2
(Thomas Wilson), 11 seamen, and six marives wounded. Scascely
could the wounded and the remaining survivors of her erew be
removed, ere the Seagull went down; thereby affording am in-
contestable przof, that her damageshl;d been of the utmest
magnitude, and that, in protracting their resistance so long, her
officess and crew had acquitted th%mse}ves hike British wgmen.

The en out of her 160 men and boys, appears to have had
oneman killed and 13 wounded, and was mucgl damaged. The
loss sustained by the gun-boats canmot be ascertained. The Sea-
gull was afterwards weighed by the Danes, and added to their
navy. For his gallant defence of her, Captain Catheart, as soon
as be returned bome, was promoted to rank.

On the 22d of March, at 2 p.u., the British 64-gun ships
Stately, Captain George Parker, and Nassau, Captain Robert
Campbell, proceeding towards the Great Belt, deseried and
chased a strange sail. At 4 p. M., Greenall on the Jutland coast
bearing north-west by west distant 40 miles, the stranger was
made out to be an enemy, and at 5 p. M., @ Danish ship of the
line, having evidently the intentiom, if no other mode of escape
offered, of runming hersedf on shore: - - .- -

At7 h. 40 m. p. M. the Nassau got up with, and opened her
fire upon, the Damnish 74-gun ship Prndts-Christian-Frederic,
Captain Jessen ; and, in a few minutes afterwards, the m
closed and did the same. A ranning fight was thus maintained,
with great obstinacy on the part of the 74, until 9 h. 30 m. p. M.,
when the Prindts-Christian-Frederic struck ber colours. At this
time the latter was within less than 500 yards of the shore of
Zealand ; and, before the first licutenant lof the Stately, Mr,
David Sloan, who had gone on board to take possession, could
cut away her anchor, the prize grounded. The two British shi
fortunately for them, kad already brougkt up near her. 'l%
mmaum%" ‘ of the might was em in removing the pri-
somers ; 'mwasfo:fd' s:b}‘;hz: get the capumdsl;:p
afloat. On the 23d, in the evening, as the Danes were prepar:
their artillery on the eoast, and as the wind blew strong on the
shore and a good deal of sea was rummng, the Prindts-Chris-
bkﬁ‘D-Fmﬁc was set on fire by her captors, and in a short time

w

The loss on the part. of the Stately was two seamen and two
marines killed, and one lientenant (Edward Cole), the boatswain
{Jobn Liming), one master’s mate (James Davis), 23 seamen,
and two marmes wounded. The Nassau had one seaman killed
and one nEssing, and one first-class volonteer (Edward J. John-
son), 10 seamen, and five marmes wounded ; total, on the side
of the Britiek, five killed and 46 wounded and swssimg. The
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Prindts-Christian-Frederic, out of a complement on board of 576
men and boys, had 55 killed and 88 wounded ; a loss sufficient
to prove, that her commander did not surrender his ship earlier
than was consistent with the honour of the Danish flag.

' On the 23d of April the British 20-gun ship Daphne, Captain_
Francis Mason, 18-gun shIEP-slwp' Tartarus, Captain William
Russel, and 12-gun brig Forward, Lieutenant David Sheils,
cruising off the coast of Denmark, destroyed a Danish sloop
laden with provisions, part of a convoy lying at Flodstrand, and
destined for the relief of Norway. It being an important object
to attempt getting hold of these vessels, Captain Mason, on the
evening of the 25th, detached three boats from the Daphne and
two from the Tartarus, under the direction of Lieutenant William-
Elliott, first of the former ; accompanied by Mr. Hugh Stewart,
master, Lieutenant Richard Boger, of the royal marines, and mid-
shipmen George Beazeley, James Durell, Thomas Elliott, John
Moore, and George H. Ayton, belonging to the Daphne, and
Lieutenants Richard Gittens and Wil%i]am Love Patterson, and
midshipmen John Septford, Charles Lutman, and Francis An-
drews, belonging to the Tartarus.

The five boats, towed near the shore by the Forward, pro-
ceeded to the attack. Lieutenant Elliott and his party found
the vessels, consisting of seven brigs, avefaging about 160 tons,
three galliots of about 110 tons each, and one schooner and one
sloop of about 90 tons each, all of which, except two of the
brigs, were deeply laden with grain and provisions, moored.
close under the fort of a castle mounting 10 guns, and made fast
to the shore by hawsers; but, the moment the alarm was given
by some of the Danish boats, the Danes abandoned their vessels
and fled. No sooner, however, had the British set foot in the
vessels, than a heavy fire of round, grape, and musketry, opened
upon them from the castle and from another battery of three
guns, as well as from the crews of the vessels assembled on the
beach. - Many of the shots struck the hulls and went through
the sails of the vessels ; but the British maintained their footing,
and the five boats, with the 10 laden vessels, cleared the harbour
with so slight a loss as five wounded, including Lieutenant
Elliott and the Daphne’s master; one of the seamen “of a

unctured wound in the neck b’y one of the Daphne’s crew,

aving mistaken him for a Dane.’ :

A Danish boat, with five men in her, having the temerity to
persist in endeavouring to retake one of the vessels, although re-'
peatedly warned by Lieutenant Elliott, the latter was obliged
with his people to fire .in self-defence. The consequence was,
that three otP the five Danes, whose determined conduct in so
laudable a cause deserved a better fate, fell to rise no more.. The
enterprise, upon the whole, was skilfully planned and gallantly.

executed, and did credit to all who were engaged in it. :
On the 20th of April the British 16-gun ship-sloop Falcon,
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acting commander Lieutenant John Price, being off the island of
Endelau, discovered nine large boats on the beach. Observing
some troops near them, Lieutenant Price detached three boats,
and succeeded in burning and destroying eight of the Danish
boats, the soldiers on the island making a poor attempt to defend
them. At the island of Thunoe six other small-craft were de-
stroyed by the Falcon’s boats without any resistance. On the
3d of May a large man-of-war schooner attempted to escape
from Arbures; but, after a long and circuitous chase by the
Falcon, she was forced back into her port, where lay three other
armed vessels.

Learning from a market-boat he had taken, that the entrance
of the har%our of Kyeholm on the island of Samsoe was being-
strongly fortified ; that 50 pieces of heavy cannon had already
been mounted on the batteries, and that vessels were expected
from Callundborg with mortars for the same purpose, Lieutenant
Price detached the boats of the Falcon in-shore every night, in
‘the hope to intercept them. On the 7th the boats, which were
under the command of Mr. James Ellerton, the master of the
Falcon, discovered the two vessels they were seeking at anchor
close under the batteries of Lundholm. The vessels were boarded
and carried in an instant, under a heavy but ill-directed fire of
great guns and musketry. One of the boats, which contained a
13-inch mortar with all its equipment, and 400 shells, grounded
in the way out; and, as she lay within range of the batteries,
Mr. Ellerton found it necessary to ‘destroy her. The other
vessel, similarly laden, was brought safe out; and the whole
service was performed with so trifling a loss to the British as
one seaman slightly wounded with a musket-ball in the arm.
One Dane, who being the artillery officer placed in charge of the
mortars and mortar stores, felt it incumbent upon him to per-
ievere in resisting after all resistance wag vain, was unfortunately

illed.

On the 24th of May, at noon, the British hired cutter Swan,
of ten 12-pounder carronades, and 40 men and boys, Lieutenant
Mark Robinson Lucas, being off the island of Bornholm, on her
way to Rear-admiral Sir Samuel Hood with despatches from the
commander-in-chief, observed a cutter-rigged vessel standing
from the land towards her. The Swan immediately hove to, and
hoisted a Dutch jack for a pilot. This decoyed the strange
cutter so far from the shore, that, at 2 ». M., the Swan found
herself in a situation to chase with a prospect of overtaking the
vessel before she could get back.

At 4 p.m. the Swan got within gun-shot; when the strange
cutter opened her fire. The battery of Bornholm also commenced
firing at the Swan, then about a mile from the beach. Attempt-
ing now to get a long gun in her stern to bear upon her pursuer,
the strange cutter was caught in the wind. This accident en-
abled the Swan to get within musket-shot; and, after an action

VOL. V. »
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of 20 minutes, her antagonist blew up. As the Swan now I
nearly becalmed under the land, and as the batteries were sti
firing, and several boats approaching from the shore, Lieutenant
Lucas was under the necessity of quitting the wreck without
saving the life of a single individual of the crew. The Danisly
cutter appeared to be a vessel of about 120 tons, mounted eight
or 10 guns, and was apparently full of men. Neither the Swane
nor a man on board of her sustained the slightest injury.

In transmitting to the secretary of the admiralty the letter of
Lieutenant Lucas detailing this action, Sir James Saumarez
begins by stating, that the lieutenant was the bearer of de-
spatches from himself to Sir Samuel Hood; and yet the viee-
admiral concludes his letter thus : ¢ Great praise is due to Lieu~
tenant Lucas for his spirited attack of a vessel of superier foree
under the protection of the enemy’s batteries.,” Here then, upon
an important peint of service, is an opinior at complete variance:
with that which, it is pretended, would have been expressed by
Admiral Cornwallis, had the Zolus, when bearing her despatches,
such as they were, pursued and engaged the Didon. Much as
we have reason to be satisfied, as regards both weight and
mumber, with the private opiniens, which the complaints against
us, for dragging into the light that hitherto concealed case, have-
elicited, the few words just quoted from the letter of Sir James
Saumarez, in reference to an exactly similar case, are all that we
are at liberty to publish.

On the 10th of May the British 18-pounder 32-gun frigate
Tartar, Captain George Edmwnd Byron Bettesworth, sailed
from Leith roads, to cruise off North Bergen and endeavour te-
intercept a frigate stated to be lying in that harbour. This was
the Dutch frigate Guelderland, Captain Pool, of 36-guns, 12
and 6 pounders ; which, with a convey of three or four ships in
charge, had sailed from #he Texel on the 8th of March, bound to
Batavia, but, having sprung a leak, had since put into Bergen to
get it stopped.

On the 12th the Tartar arrived off the coast of Norway, but,
on account of a very thick fog, could not stand in until the 15th.
On that day the frigate made the islands to the westward of
Bergen ; and, on hoisting Dutch colours, was boarded by some
Norwegians, who came off in two boats, and informed the
officers, that the Guelderland, with her small convoy, had sailed
for the East Indies eight days before. By the aid of these men
as pilots, the Tartar steered through a most intricate and rocky
passage, until she arrived within five or six miles of Bergen,
when the Norwegians refused to take the ship any farther.

It being Captain Bettesworth’s intention, mow that the frigate
had escaped him, to proceed off the town, and bring away the
shipping in the harbour, among which were three privateers, the
Tartar anchored in the straits; and in the evening Captain
Bettesworth, accompénied by his first and third lieutenants,
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Herbert Caiger and Thomas Sykes, and Mr. John Jervis White
the master, went up to the town in the frigate’s boats. An
Indiaman I’y'in%.l under the battery would mow probably have
been cut out, had not the guard-boat, which was without her,
fallen in with and fired upon the launch commanded by Licu-
tenant Sykes. The launch’s crew returned the fire, and, after
wounding all the men in the guard-boat severely, took her. This

eeding alarmed the town’s people, who, sounding their
bugles, flew to the batteries. Finding that the shipping was
protected by & chain, Captain Bettesworth, with all his boats.
except the launch left to watch the enemy’s motions, pulled
back to the frigate.

The Tartar now got under way, with the intention of cannon-
adimg the town and batteries. Owing, however, to the intricac
of the passage and the lightness of the wind, the ship, althoug
with a strong current in her favour, had only been able to reach’
half the distance, when, lying quite becalmed in a narrow rocky
strait without any anchorage, she was attacked by an armed
schooner and five gan-boats, each of the latter carrying two long
24-pounders, along with a detachment of troops. Having taken
their station under a rocky point within half gun-shot of the
‘Fartar, who by the set of the eurrent kept gradmally nearing
them, these vessels maintained, with entire impunity, a well-
directed fire ; hulling the frigate in 10 or 11 places, and greatly
damaging her rigging and sarls. Among the first shots was one
that killed Captain Bettesworth, while he was in the act of
pointing a gun; and Mr. Henry Fitzburgh, a fine and promising
young midshipman, fell dead nearly at the same instant.

The command of the Tartar, thus critically circumstanced,
devolved wpon Lieutenant Caiger. By great exertions, the
broadside of the frigate was at length brought momentarily to
bear, and one of the gun-boats was sunk by its discharge. %‘he
action continued in this partial manner for an hour and a half’;
when, a light air springing up, the Tartar wore and stood
towards the gun-boats, and, getting her bow-guns to bear, com-
pelled them to retreat and pull up under the batteries of Bergen.
Considering it unadvisable, in the present state of general alarm,’
to attack the town, Liemtenant Caiger obliged the natives on
board to attempt a passage with the ship to the northward. In
her way through this ehannel, the Tartar picked up her launch ;
and, after passin%nmany difficult spots, where it became neces-
sary to boom the frigate off with spars, and occasionally to tow
her by the boats, the Tartar, at 3 ». m., got clear of the islands
and stood out to sea. The whole of the frigate’s loss by this
Eerilous enterprise consisted of her captain and one midshipman

illed, one man with the loss of his right arm, another man
severely, and several slightly wounded. Most of the shot-holes
were between wind and water, and one shot had struck the shi
two feet under water. On the 20th the Tartar returned to Leit
»2
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roads, with the body of her late gallant and much lamented
captain on board.

- On the 19th of May, at 4 p. M., in latitude 46° north, longi-
tude 14° west, the British 38-gun frigate Virginie, Captain
Edward Brace, standing on the starboard tack with the wind at

" north-east, saw and chased a sail in the north-north-west. At
4 h. 30 m. p. M. the strange sail, which was the Dutch frigate
Guelderland, already named as the object of the Tartar’s search,
bore away. At 7h. 40 m. p. M. the Virginie, coming up fast,
fired a gun to leeward : on which the Guelderland fired one to
windward, and hoisted French colours. At 9h. 45 m. p. M., the
Virginie hailed the Guelderland; who, shifting her colours,
replied that she was a Dutch ship of war.

Being now called upon to strike, and refusing, the Guelder-
land was fired into by the Virginie, and an action forthwith -
commenced. During its continuance the Dutch frigate wore
three times, and, in attempting to do so the fourth time, fell on
board her opponent ; but the night was so dark, and the swell
so great, that the British could not act as on such occasions
they are wont. After an hour and a half’s contest, in which
she had her bowsprit and all three masts shot away by the
board, and sustaineg a very heavy loss in killed and wounded, the
Guelderland struck her colours to the Virginie; whose principal
damage was that caused by the former’s running foul of her.
The Guelderland, soon after she had struck, caught fire, but,
¢ through the firm discipline of the enemy,” says Captain Brace,
“the fire was extinguished” before the Virginie’s boats could
get on board to rescue the prisoners.

The Virginie came out of the action with so trifling a loss as
one man killed and two men wounded ; while that of the Guel-
derland, whose crew numbered 253, exclusive of 23 passengers,
amounted to 25 officers and men killed, and 50, including her
commander, severely wounded.

Against such a superiority as existed in this action, to delay
surrendering until the ship was wholly dismasted, and three
tenths of her crew killed or disabled, showed that there was no
want of bravery in the Dutch frigate. There appears, however,
to have been one exceEtion among the persons on board ; and
that, shame to say, the captain himself. On the 28th of
November, 1810, Colonel de mer Pool, late captain of the
Guelderland frigate, was tried by a court-martial at Amsterdam,
for having, durning that ship’s action with the Virginie, quitted
his quarters after receiving two slight wounds, one in the face,
the other in the hand. By the sentence that followed, he was
dismissed the service, declared perjured and infamous, and
banished for life.*

In the art of gunnery, the Dutchmen appear to have been mi-

* Moniteur, December 14, 1810,
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" serably deficient. Many a 10-gun privateer, in a running fight,
has inflicted a greater loss upon a British frigate, than the Virginie
sustained in her one hour and a half’s conflict with the Guelder-
land. On the other hand, great credit is due to the Virginie’s
officers and crew for the skill they exhibited ; especially when
it is considered, that the 18-pounders of the Virginie, on ac-
count of her age and weakness, were of a shorter and lighter
d]escription than those usually established upon frigates of her
class.

The British captain, in his official letter, calls the defence of
his opponent a gallant one, and adds: “If any credit is due to
this transaction, I entreat you to bestow it on the officers and
men.” Here is another instance of that liberal feeling which is
ever the characteristic of the truly brave. Captain Brace’s re-
commendation of his officers produced its effect, Lieutenant John
Davis, first of the ship, being made a commander, and master’s
mate Nathaniel Norton, who had passed for one, a lieutenant.
Dutch ships of war are seldom any great acquisition to the British
navy; but the Guelderland served, for a few years, as a cruising
12-pounder 36.

On the 4th of April, while the British 38-gun frigate Alceste,
Captain Murray Maxwell, 28-gun frigate Mercury, Captain
James Alexander Gordon, and 18-gun brig-sloop Grasshopper
(16 carronades, 32-pounders, and two long sixes), Captain Thomas
Searle, lay at anchor about three miles to the north-west of the
lighthouse of San-Sebastian, near Cadiz, a large convoy, under
the protection of about 20 gun-boats and a numerous train of
flying artillery on the beach, was observed coming down close
along-shore from the northward. At3 p.m.,the Spanish convoy
being then abreast of the town of Rota, the Alceste and squa-
dron weighed, with the wind at west-south-west, and stood in for
the body of the enemy’s vessels.

At 4 p. m., the shot and shells from the gun-boats and batte
ries passing over them, the British ships opened their fire. The
Alceste and Mercury devoted their principal attention to the gun-
boats; while the Grasshopper, drawing much less water, sta-
tioned herself upon the shoal to the southward of the town,
and so close to the batteries, that by the grape from her carronades
she drove the Spaniards from their guns, and at the same time
kept in check a division of gun-boats, which had come out from
Cadiz to assist those engaged by the two frigates. Captain
Maxwell in his official letter, alluding to this gallant conduct on
the part of Captain Searle, says: “ It was a general cry in both
ships, ¢ Only look how nobly the brig bebaves.’” The situation
of the Alceste and Mercury was also rather critical, they having,
in the state of the wind, to tack every fifteén minutes close to
the end of the shoal.

In the heat of the action the first Lieutenant of the Alceste,
Allen Stewart, volunteered to board the convoy with the boats.
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Accordingly the boats of the Alceste pushed off, under Lieu-
tenant Stewart, accompanied by Lieutenant Philip Pipon, {iew-
denant of Marines Richard lyiawkey, master’s mates James
Arscott and Thomas Day, midshipmen J. Stevens Parker, James
Adair, Charles Croker, Abraham M‘Caul, and Thomas Henry
M‘Lean; and the boats of the Mercury, under Lieutemant
Watkin Owen Pell,* accompanied by Lieutenant Robert James
Gordon, Lieutenant of Marines James Whylock, master’s mates
‘Charles Du Cane and Maurice Keating Comyn, quickly followed.
Dashing in among the convoy, the two divisions of boats,led by
Lieutenant Stewart, soon boarded and brought out seven tartans,
from under the very muzzles of the enemy’s guns, and from under
the protection -of the barges and pinnaces of the Franco-Spanish
squadron of seven sail of the line; which barges and pinnaces
had also by'that time effected their junction with the gun-boats.

Exclusive of the seven tartans captured, two of the gun-boats
.were destreyed, and several com d to run on shore, by the
fire from the two British frigates and brig, which did not entirely
cease until 6 h. 30 m. . M. All this was effected with so slighta
loss to the British, as one man mortally and two slightly wounded
on board the Grasshopper. The damages of the latter, however,
were extremely severe, as well in hull, as in masts, rigging, and
sails. With the exception of an anchor shot away from the
Mercury, the damages of the two frigates were confined to their
#ails and rigging, and that not to any matenal extent. -

In the month of April, while the British 12-pounder 36-gwn
frigate Nymphe, Captain Conway Shipley, and 18-gun ship-
sloop Blossom, Captain George Pigot, were cruismg off the port
of Lisbon, information was received, that & large brig-corvette,
the Garrota, of 20 guns and 150 men, late belon%ing to the Por-
tuguese navy, but since fitted out by the French, was lying at
anchor in a bight above Belem castle, waiting for an opportunity
to escape to sea. Having rowed up the Tagus at night in his
gig, and reconnoitred the position of the brig, Captain Shipley

-resolved to attempt cutting her out. For this the boats
-of both ships were detached, and upon a principle highly henour-
able to him, were placed by Captain Shipley under the command

-of Captain Pigot; the former merely accompanying the expedi-
tion to point out the situation of the vessel. Owing to some
cause with which we are unacquainted, the boats returned with-
out effecting their object, or even, we believe, getting withm
gun-shot of the French brig. A second attempt ended much in
the same way. :

Captain SZipley now resolved to head the boats himself; and
accordingly, on the 23d, at 9 ». ., eight boats, containing about

* In mentioning the wound of this officer when a midshipman of the
Loire in February 1800 (see vol. iii., p. 31), we should have stated that he
lost his left leg, and was then urder 12 years of age.
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150 -officers and men, quitted the Nymphe, in two divisions, for
the Tagus. The larboard division comsisted of the Nymaphe’s gi
Captain Shipley, her large cutter, Lieutenant Richard Standis
Haly, launch, Lieutenant Thomas Hodgskins, and yawl, master's
anate Michael Raven. The starboard division consisted of the
Blossom’s gig, Ca{)ta'm George Pigot, her large cutter, Lien-
tenant John Undrell, launch, Lieutenant William Cecil, and the
Nymphe’s small cutter, master’s mate Thomas Hill. The orders
were, for the boats to keep in tow of each other until they were
discovered by the brig: thento cast off, and pull alongside as fast
as possible; the larbeard division to board on the larboard, and
4he starboard division on the opposite,side of the enemy’s vessel.
As, in the event of success, tﬁe Garotta in coming out might
not be able, an account of the darkness, to avoid the shoals off
the entrance of the river, Mr. Henry Andrews, the master of the
Nymphe, with the jollyboat, was directed to station himself on
the northern extremity of the South Cachop ; and, upon seeing
the brig approach, he was to hoist a light by way of beacon.
The British boats entered the Tagus in the order prescribed,
and, ascending with the tide, got near enough, by the time it
became slack water, to see the vessels in the barbour. Wishing
%o have a good tide to carry out his prize, Captain Shipley
‘waited until he saw the vessels swing with the ebb. Unfortu-
aately for the success of the enterprise, there was a fresh in the
river, and the tide in consequence, when the ebb bad fairly made,
ram at the rate of seven knots an hour. Notwithstanding this
unexpected difficulty, the boats gut tolerably close to the enemy’s
vessel before they were discovered. Upon being hailed by the
Lzarotta (the French captain saying in good Enghsh, “ My good
fellows, you had better keep off, you will all be killed if you
«come on board”), who lay within pistol-shot of the guns of
Belem castle, and had for her additional protection a fHoating
battery carrying long 24-pounders, the boats of the two divisions
- -cast themselves off and severally made towards her.
. The gig soon darted out of sight of the other boats, and at
about 2 h. 30 m. a.M. on the 23d, boarded the French brig on
the larboard bow. Captain Shipley, having sprung into the
arotta’s fore-rigging, was in the act of cutting away the board-
ing-netting, when he received a musket-ball in his forehead and
fell dead 1nto the water. The next in command of the gig was
.Mr. Charles Shipley, the late captain’s brother, but not attached
to the Nymphe, nor even, we have heard,* belonging to the
naval profession. His fraternal affection overcoming every other
-consideration, Mr. Shipley ordered the gig’s crew to shove off
from the enemy’s vessel, and endeavour to pick up their captaim.
As she dropped from the brig’s side, the gig fell foul of the oars
«f the large cutter, just as the latter was about to lay herself

* He is.now the Reverend Charles Shipley.
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'
alongside. The large cutter, thus impeded, drifted upon the
launch; and all three boats then fell foul of a large calking
stage moored astern of the brig, which the French crew
instantly cut adrift.

Disengaging the cutter as quickly as possible, Lieutenant
Haly again directed his course towards the Garotta ; but such
‘was now the rapidity of the tide, that the men, with all their
efforts, could not stem it. Having had one seaman killed, and
one midshipman (William Moriarty) and a corporal of marines
wounded, and sceing no prospect of being supported by the
starboard division of the boats under Captain Pigot, which, as
well as the yawl belonging to the larboard division, had seem-
ingly been unable to pull up against the tide, Lieutenant Haly
abandoned the enterprise, and returned on board the Nymphe.
‘At 4 A. M. .the boats of each division reached their ship without
any additional loss. The body of Captain Shipley was after-
wards washed on shore, with his sword gang'mu to his hand, and
afforded a clear proof that, had he fallen into the boat instead of
.into the water, he could not have survived his wound.” Yet a
contemporary represents this gallant young officer to have been
“drowned.”* Captain Pigot, fortunately for him, was appointed
by Admiral Sir Charles Cotton, the commander-in-chief on the
-coast of Portugal, to be the late Captain Shipley’s successor on
board the Nymphe ; and on the 17th of the ensuing September,
he was confirmed in his post-rank.

On the 23d of April, in the morning, the Grasshopger, still
.commanded by Captain Searle, and now accompanied by the
14-gun brig Rapid, Lieutenant HenryBaugh, cruising off Faro,
on the south coast of Portugal, fell in with and chased two Spa-
nish vessels, valuably laden from South America, under the pro-
“tection of four gun-boats. In a short time the chased vessels all
anchored among the shoals, and under the cover of a battery
close in with Faro. The Grasshopper and Rapid immediately
anchored within range of grape-shot; and, after a very severe
action of two hours and a half, compelled the people on shore
to desert their guns, two of the gun-boats to surrenger, and the
remaining two to run themselves on shore.

The two Spanish vessels, the cargo of each of which was
valued at 30,000L sterling, were immediately taken possession
of. The service, thus gallantly performed, was not executed
wholly without loss, the Grasshopper having one seaman killed,

-her captain slightly, and three seamen severely wounded, and
the Rapid three seamen also wounded severely. Both brigs like-
wise suffered much in their hulls, masts, sails, and rigging. The
loss of the enemy was very great in the two captured gun-boats,
amounting to 40 in killed and wounded.

Captain Searle, in his official letter, speaks very highly of his

¢ Brenton, vol. v., p. 462,
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first lieutenant, William Cutfield; also of his master, Henry

Bell, and purser, Thomas Bastin ; the first for having taken the

brig into so dangerous a navigation, and the last for having, in

the absence of tl%e second lieutenant, commanded the after-guns.
Mr. Bastin had, it appears, on a former occasion, been severely
wounded, and is described as a very deserving officer.

On the 22d of April, at 6 A. M., as the British ship-sloo
Gorée, of 18 long sixes and eight 12-pounder carronades, witE
120 men and boys, Captain Joseph Spear, was lying at an anchor
in Grande-Bourg bay, island of Marie-Galante, the two French
16-gun brig - corvettes Palinure, Capitaine de frégate Pierre-
Frangois Jance, and Pilade, Lieutenant de vaisseau Jean-Marie
Cocherel, each mounting fourteen 24-pounder carronades and
two sixes, with 110 men and boys, then on their way from
Martinique to Guadaloupe, made their appearance in the south-

_east. Having ascertained that they were enemy’s vessels, and
hoisted a signal to that effect to the brig-sloop Supérieure, of
twelve 18-pounder carronades and two long twelves, Captain
.Andrew Hodge, at an anchor a few miles off in the north-west,
the Gorée, at 9 .M., slipped and made sail in chase, with a
moderate breeze at east-south-east.

Confident in their strength, the two brigs waited for the
Gorée, and at 10 A. m. the action commenced within pistol-shot.
At the end of an hour’s cannonade, observing the approach of
the Supérieure, and of another vessel or two, the Palinure and
Pilade bore up and made all sail ; leaving the Gorée with her
main yard, and fore and main topsail yards, shot away in the
slings, all her masts and topmasts badly wounded, and the ship
m other respects so disabled that she could not follow them.
Owing, however, to the high firing of her two opponents, the
‘Goree’s loss amounted to only one man killed and four wounded.
Each French brig had four men killed ; the Pilade six, and the
Palinure 15, including her captain, wounded : total, eight killed
and 21 wounded. With no other sail to set than her foresail and
driver, the Gorée now hauled her wind for Marie-Galante, and
in about half an hour regained the anchorage she had quitted.

By noon the Supérieure, who had weighed at 10 h, 15m.
A. M., got within three miles of the two French brigs, then in the
west-south-west, steering for the Saintes. At about half past
noon a running fight commenced between the Pilade and Supé-
rieure, and continued until 3h. 30 m. p. M., when the latter, being
close to the forts at the Saintes, shortened sail and hauled to the
wind on the larboard tack; having sustained no loss, and no
greater damage than one carronade disabled, and the axle of one
of her 12-pounders broken. At 6 p. m. the Palinure and Pilade
anchored in the Saintes ; and, in justice to those brigs, it must be
stated, that, when the Supérieure gave up the chase, the 12-
pounder 32-gun frigate Circe, Captain Hugh Pigot, and 18-gun



LIGHT SQUADRONS AND SINGLE SHIPS. 1R0H.

®
hii-sloop Walverine, Captain Francis Augustus Collier, were
within a very few miles of them.

On the 3d of October the British 18-gun brig-sloop Cammation
(sixteen 32-pounder carromades and two sixes), Captain Chanles
Mars Gregory, cruising about 60 leagues to the aorthward and
eastward of inique, fell in with the Palinure, still commanded
by Captain Jance, and then cruising alone. An action ensued ;
and, at the end of an bour and a half’s carmonade, the Paknure,
who was to windward, being greatly disabled m her niggmg, fell
«<n board the Carnation.

In common cases this would kave been the moment for the
British vessel to terminate the contest im her favour, but the
‘Carnation was not so fortumete: her gallant commander wes
dead, and all her principal officers and several of her crew had
been either killed or badly wounded; so that the boatswain,
William Triplet, was now the commandimg officer on deck.
Finding that the British were not, as wusnal, ready to rush on
board their vessel, the French took confidence, and became
themselves the assailants. The boatswam advanced boldly ¢o
repulse the boarders; but, of the 45 or 50 men then on deck
{(several, exclusive of the wounded, were on duty below, per
about 20), not more than eight or 10 came to his support. The
remainder, headed by the sergeant of marines, John Chapman,
deserted their quarters and fled below. The eonsequence was,
that the Carnation became 2 prize to the Palinure, and that too
by boarding.

"The British brig, out of a crew of 117 menand boys, kad her
wcommander, purser (Morgan Thomas), and eight men killed, and
her two lieutemants (Samuel Bartlett Deecker and James Fitz-
anaurice, severely), master (Anthony Metherell, mortally) and 27
officers, petty-officers, seamen, and marines wounded, no fewer
than 15 of them mortally. What loss was sustained by the
Palinure, whose crew on this occasion certainly did not exceed
100 men, has not transpired. The captain, as it appears, was
suffering with the yellow fever; and the active part in the con-
duct of the engagement had, in consequence, devolved upen
Enseigne de vaisseau Simon-Auguste Huguet, who is represented
to have greatly distinguished himself. Acoording to the French
accounts, Captain Jance, in less than an hour after his victory, died
on board the Carnation, of which, as the preferable wessel, he
bad taken the command. Both brigs, in the course of the
day succeeding the action, arrived at the harbour of Marin,
Martinique.

On the 20th of October the British 74-gun ship Pmngée,
Captain George Cockburn, being within two days’ sail of Bar-
badoes, came up with and captured the French brig-corvette
Pilade, with a erew of 109 men on board, and still commanded
by Lieutenant Cocherel, eight days from Martinigque on a cruise.
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On the 31st, at daylight, the 12-pounder 32-gun frigate Circe,
Captain Hugh Pigoz, %:ruising off the harb%ugr of Fort-Royal,
Martiniq‘ue, observed a brig under jury-masts coming before the
wind. The instant the frigate made sail, the brig, which was the
Palinure on her way from Marin into the harbour of Fort-
Royal, hauled close round the Diamond rock. It being nearly
calm, the brig was enabled, with her sweeps and a boat, to get
under the protection of a battery an Pointe Salomon, before the
Circe conlg get near her. As soon as the frigate arrived withia
gun-shot, an action ensued ; and in 10 or 15 minutes the Pali-
aare hauled down her colours, with the loss, out of her 79 men
on board when the action commenced, of seven killed and eight
wounded. The Circe herself, from the fire of the battery, which
was too much above her to be fired at with effect, lost one man
killed and one wounded. On board the Palinure were found
mine of the surviving seamen late belonging to the Carnation ;
which brik had either put back to Mann after sailing, or had
been left there by the Palinure.

On the 6th of November the late master of the Carnation, one
of the officers recaptured in the Palinure, died an board the 98-
gun ship Neptune, in Carlisle bay, Barbadoes, of, we believe,

wounds he had received in the action; but a contem

states, that he died of the yellow fever.* On the lst of
February a court-martial was held at Carlisle bay upon a badly
wounded quartermaster and a captain of the mast late belonging
to the Carnation, and they were honourably acquitted. On the
28th, at Fort-Royal bay, Martinique, where, as we shall see pre-
sently, the British commander-in-chief, Rear-admiral Sir Alex-
ander Cochrane, then was, the remainder of the surviving officers
and crew, having been recaptured at the surrender of the island,
were put upon their trial ; and the two lieutenants, the surgeon,
the two master’s mates, the three midshipmen, the gallant boat~
‘Swain, and a few seamen and marines, were honourably acquitted.
Others that were on duty or wounded below, including among
the former the gunner and his two mates, were also acquitted of
all blame.

In justice to the memory of the officers who were killed in
the action, ordied of their wounds, the following declaration was
made by the court: “That the conduct of Captain Gregory,
from the commencement of the action to the period of his being
killed, was most exemplary. And it also appears, that Mr.
Anthony Metherell, late master of the Carnation, Mr. Morgan
Thomes, the late purser, Mr. Thomas Griffiths, the late carpenter,
-and all these of her crew who were killed during the action, did
perform their respective duties as became them.” Of the
semainder of the late Camation’s crew present to take their trial,
32 seamenand marines were found guilty of gross cowardice, and

* Brenton, vol. iv., p. 269.
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gentenced to 14 years’ transportation to Botany bay, except one
man, the sergeant of marines, John Chapman : he was condemned
to be hanged ; and hanged he was, on the day after his trial,
at the fore yard-arm of the 44-gun ship Ulysses, at anchor in
Fort-Royal bay.

Being aware that our chief historical contemporary com-
mandecf a sloop of war in the West Indies at the period of this
disgraceful affair of the Carnation ; and that, at the date of the
court-martial, if not sitting as one of the members, he was at, or
very near to, the spot where it was held, we naturally turned to
his book, for a full account of the circumstances, under which
the sister-brig of the Amaranthe had been lost.

We find 1t stated, that a long chase, and a three hours’ run-
ning fight, at the end of which the Carnation had fired away all
her filled powder, preceded the close action; but here comes
the statement that surprises and puzzles us: “ The master of
the Carnation ran from his quarters, as did the sergeant of
marines.” “The vessel was sacrificed to the cowardice of the
master and the sergeant of marines.”  The facts above stated
came out in evidence before the court.”* How this could have
been the case, and such a sentence have been pronounced as
that of which a faithful transcript has been given in the pre-
ceding page, is beyond our comprehension. All we can say is,
that, as Captain Brenton calls the Carnation’s first lieutenant
“ Dicker,” instead of Deecker, and acknowledges that he has
‘“ unfortunately forgotten the name of the second,” his memory
may have been equally treacherous respecting the conduct, and
he actually appears not to know the name of the unfortunate
master, whose memory he has so aspersed. )

On the 28th of November, as the British 16-gun brig-sloo
Heureux, Captain William Coombe, was cruising off the nort
side of the island of Guadaloupe, information was received that
seven vessels, some laden and ready for sea, lay in the harbour
of Mahaut at the bottom of the bay of that name. Thinking it
practicable to cut out these vessels, Captain Coombe resolved
to head his boats in the attack. He had a pilot to carry the
boats in, and a guide to conduct the storming parties to the two
batteries, which mounted, one of them one, and the other two,
long 24-pounders.

In the dusk of the evening three boats pushed off from the
brig ; and, after rowing for about six hours, lay upon their oars
to await the setting of the moon. At 4 A.m. on the 29th they
dashed on; and, after a few minutes of desperate fighting,
Captain Coombe, in the barge with 19 men, boarded and carried
a schooner of two guns, and a crew of 39 seamen and soldiers.
In the mean while Lieutenant Daniel Lawrence, assisted by
Mr. Robert Daly, the purser, with the remainder of the party,

* Brenton, vol. iv., p. 269.
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amounting to about 44 officers and men, had landed and spiked
the two 24-pounders upon the nearest battery. Having accom-

lished this, Lieutenant Lawrence and his party boarded a brig;
gut, before either the schooner or the brig could be got off, tﬁe
shore was lined with musketry, and three field-pieces were
brought to bear upon the two captured vessels. In their way
out, these unfortunately grounded, and thus became fixed objects
for the enemy’s fire, which was presently increased by the
remaining 24-pounder. .

Finding it impossible to get the vessels afloat, and daylight
appearing, Captain Coombe was in the act of giving orders to
aEandon them, when a 24-pound shot struck him on the left
side, and he instantly expired, exclaiming, ¢ I die contented ; I
die for my country!” Lieutenant Lawrence, who was wounded
by a musket-ball in the arm, succeeded, by about 6 A.m., with-
out any additional loss of consequence, in getting all three of the
boats beyond the reach of shot.

We formerly submitted some remarks upon the ineligibility of
a class of British cruisers, which it was thought advisable to
build at Bermuda of the pencil cedar; vessels that were to
measure from 75 to 78 tons, and mount four 12-pounder car-
ronades, with a crew of 20 men and boys.* These king’s
schooners, 12 in number, and named Ballahou, Baracouta,
Capelin, Grouper, Haddock, Herring, Kingfish, Mackarel,
Pilchard, Pike, Snapper, and Whiting, were all launched and
at sea in the course of the year 1804. A foreboding, perhaps,
that their terms of service would be short, and the British navy,
in consequence, suffer a reduction in its strength, caused 18 more
of these cock-boats to be coustructed ; and they were all, before
the end of the year 1806, launched, armed, manned, officered,
and sent to “take, burn, and destroy” the vessels of war and
merchantmen of the enemy. Of these 18 ¢ men-of-war”
schooners, six only were built at Bermuda, and, like the others,
were named after the piscatory tribe: Bream, Chubb, Cuttle,
Mullet, Porgay, and Tang. The remaining 12 were built in
English doci-yards, and received the names of birds: Crane,
Cuckoo, Jackdaw, Landrail, Magpie, Pigeon, Quail, Rook,
Sealark, Wagtail, Wigeon, and Woodcock.

When the flimsy and diminutive frames, four or five in a slip,
of these tom-tit cruisers came to be viewed amidst the substan-
tial and towering structures standing near them, many a sailor’s
joke (and a sailor’s joke is proverbially a good one) was cracked
at the projector. This opened the eyes of the surveyors of the
navy, and a slight enlargement of the class took place. Hence
came the Adonis, Alphea, Barbara, Laura, Cassandra, Sylvia,
and half a dozen of the like pretty names; schooners (some

# See vol. iii. Appendix, note i to Abstract No, 13,
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rigged as cutters) of 111 tons each, pierced to mount, but tos
small conveniently to carry, ten 18-pounder carronades, with a
crew of 50 men and boys. In the course of the year 1808, the
schooner class received a more decided improvement, m the
construction ;of the Bramble, Holly, Juniper, Misletoe, Sham-
rock, and Thistle, of 150 tons each, with the same guns and
complement as the last.

A case or two, which we have now to relate, will show the
propriety of our.remarks, as to the unfitness of any of the first
or Lgun class of these schooners, to traverse the ocean unat-
tended by a consort to defend her from the attacks of an enemy,
or, should a gale come on, and the accompanying vessel not be
tﬂxite large enough to hoist her in, to take out the crew and let
the worthless hull go to the bottom. Some time m the month
of January, 1807, the Jackdaw, Lieutenant Nathaniel Brice,
cruising off the Cape de Verd islands, was fallen i with,
and captured by, “a Spanish row-boat.” In the following
month Sxe prize was recaptured by the 32-gun fri%ate Minerva,
Captain George Ralph Collier; and Lieutenant Brice, on his
return to England, was tried by a court-martial and dismissed
the service. He was, however, shortly afterwards reinstated in
his rank. In fact, there was many a row-boat privateer, that
was a full match for the Jackdaw ; and 18 or 20- smart hands
in a frigate’s launch, armed with her 18-pounder carromade,
would have felt themselves quite equal to the task of capturing
her. Steel has made the a%hir appear worse than it was, by
giving the Jackdaw 10 guns instead of four. In April, the

ike, Lieutenant John Ottley, cruising off Altavella, was faller
in with and captured by the French privateer Marat, of four
times her force. Shortly afterwards the 18-gun brig-sloop
Moselle, Captain Alexander Gordon, recaptured the Pike, and
restored her to the British navy. A similar fate attended the
Kingfish, whereby her valuable services were only lost for a
time. .

On the 18th of Awugust, 1808, the Rook, one of the 4-gun
schooners, commanded by Lieutenant James Lawrence, being
off the mole of Cape St.-Nicholas, on her way from Port-Royal,
Jamaica, to England with despatches, was fallen in with and
attacked by two French schooner privateers, one of 12, the other
of 10 guns, After an action of one hour and a half, during
which the lieutenant was killed, the next officer, master’s mate
Thomas Seaward, mortally wounded, and 13 out of the re-
maining 18 men of the crew killed or mortally wounded, the
privateersmen made a prize of the Rook. This very gallant
action more than redeemed the fate of the Fackdaw. Three
other schooners of this class were captured by privateers, but i
later years. In short, the whole 30 vessels composing this class,
except three sold out of the service, came to' an untimely end ;
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some, as already mentioned, by falling mto the hands of the
ememy, and the remainder by foundering in the deep or perishing
on the roeks. :

Some of the smaller 10-gun class also became the trophies of
French privateers ; one case is all we shall relate. On the 17th
of September, 1807, the Barbara, Lieutenant Edward A. I’ Arcey,
after a well-contested action of half an hour, was boarded and
taken by the French privateer Général-Ernouf, Captain Grassin,
and carried into Guadalowpe. On the 17th of July, 1808, in
the Gulf of Florida, the Barbara, then named Pératy, was
recaptured by the 38-gun frigate Guerriére, Captain Alexander
Skeme. The privateer had sailed from Charleston about a week
before, and, when fallen in with, was in the track of the Jamaica
hemeward-bound fleet ; “ of which,” says Captain Skene, “she
had obtained most correct information, as to their strength,
nmmber, and situation, from the master of an American brig,
who had himself claimed and received the protection of that
conwoy, which he betrayed to the enemy in 24 hours after

rtmg eompary.”

On the 7tﬁ' of May, at daylight, Cape Trafalgar bearing west-
north-west distant about six miles, the British 18-gun brig-sloop
Redwing, of 16 carronades, 32-pounders, and two long sixes,
Captain Thomas Ussher, discovered a Spanish convoy of seven
armed and 12 merchant vessels, coming down alongshore. Fhe
wind being very light and variable, the Redwing was not able to
close with the enemy until 7 a. m.; when, the two parties being
within point-blank shet of each other, the Spanish gun-vessels,
seven in number, handed their sails, formed a close line, and
swept towards the Redwing,  indicating an intention to board.
That the Spaniards had good reason to hope for success, will be
seen when the force of their vessels is described. The Diligente
and Boreas mounted each two long 24 and two long 8 pounders,
with a crew of 60 men ; gun-boats, No. 3, two long 24 and one
long 36 pounder and 35 men; No.6, one 24 and 40 men, and
No. 107, two 6-pounders and 35 men ; a mistico four 6-pounders
and 20 men; and a felucca four long 3-pounders and 20 men ;
total 22 guns and 271 men. Nowise daunted, notwithstanding,
the Redwing endeavoured also to close, in order to decide the
business quickly, and, if possible, secure the merchantmen.

As soon as her opponents had advanced within musket-shot,
the brig opened upon them a quick and well-directed fire, her
guns evidently doing great execution. At 9 A. m. the gun-boats,
completely pamic-struck and beaten, pushed into the surf, sacri-
ficing their wounded. To save these, 1f possible, Captain Ussher
despatehed one of his boats; but the Redwing’s men, notwith-
standing all their exertions, were unable to rescue a single

iard. Seeing the fate of their protectors, two of whom
only remained affoat, the merchant vessels attempted to dis-

perse.
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Four of the latter were sunk by the Redwing’s shot, seven,
with the 4-gun mistico, were captured, and the remaining one,
with gun-boat No. 107 and the felucca, effected their escape,
the Redwing being in too crippled a state to pursue them. The
brig, indeed, had received two 24-pound shot through her fore-
mast, one through the mainmast, and one through the gam-
moning of the bowsprit, which last shot had likewise cut
asunder the knee of the head. Notwithstanding that her
damages were so serious, the Redwing had only one seaman
hurt on board. In her boats, however, she had one seaman
killed, and her master (John Davis) slightly, purser (Robert L.
Horniman), and the same seaman w%o ad been wounded
slightly on board, severely, wounded.

Considering that, among the 22 guns of the Redwing’s seven
opponents, there were one long 36, and seven long 24 pounders,
that the number of men on board of them almost trebled the
number in the brig, who had only 98 men and boys on board,
and that the weather was in every respect favourable for gun-
boat operations, the defeat and destruction of this Spanish fotilla
afforded an additional proof of the prowess of Brtish seamen,
and of how much may be accomplished by gallantry and
perseverance.

On the 10th of May, at 1 p.m., the British brig-sloop
Wizard, mounting fourteen 24-pounder carronades and two
sixes, with 95 men and boys, Captain Abel Ferris, being in lati-
tude 40° 30" north, and longitude 6° 34’ east, standing to the
north-east, with a fresh breeze at west, descried and chased a
brig in the east-north-east, steering to the southward under all
sail. This vessel was the French brig-corvette Requin, mount-
ing also fourteen 24-pounder (French) carronades, with two
sixes, and a crew of 110 men and boys, Capitaine de frégate
Claude-René Berard. In size,also, the two brigs nearly agreed,
the Wizard measuring 283, and the Requin 332 tons. The pur-
suit continued throug%out the day and might ; the Wizard shifting
her provisions aft, and using every other means to get her trim
and improve her sailing, and her crew passing the night at their
quarters. ]

On the 11th, at 4 A. M., the wind being light, the Wizard was
at her sweeps ; and the Requin, trusting to her sails alone, was
about two miles distant in the south-south-east. At 7 h. 45 m.
A.M. the Requin fired her stern-chasers, and hoisted French
colours ; and at 8 h. 10 m. A. m. the Wizard, bringing up a fresh
breeze from west-north-west, fired her bow guns at the former,
and hoisted British colours. At 9 A. M. the Requin brought to,
with studding sails set, and fired her broadside: on which the
Wizard, who was nearing fast, ran close under her opponent’s
stern, and, having raked the Requin with guns double-shotted,
hove to under her lee quarter. In this position the two brigs
fought, at close quarters, from 9 a.¥. to 10 h. 30 m. A. M. ; and
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et, as was a little extraordinary, no spar of either came down.

he Requin then filled and made sail, followed by the Wizard ;
who, being to leeward, had the wind taken out of her sails b
the former, and, in consequence, dropped astern ; but the Britis
brig still maintained a running fight with her antagonist as long
as her guns would reach.

In this smart encounter the Wizard had her lower masts and
main yard badly wounded, and her boats, booms, rigging, and
sails much cut, and had also one man killed and five wounded.
The loss on the part of the Requin must have been much more
severe, as the Wizard’s guns were directed chiefly at her op-
ponent’s hull; while those of the French brig were pointed high,
as if to disable the rigging of her antagomst. At 6 p.M., by
which time the Wizard bad fished her lower masts and main

d, repaired the principal part of her rigging, and was again
r:rchasepﬁnder everr’y saifshg could s rem%%h% island of Toro
bore east by south half-south distant 12 leagues, and the Requin
south-east half-east distant a mile and a quarter. At 9 p.m., the
breeze having nearly died away, the sweeps of the Wizard were

in resorted to, and were unceasingly plied until 11 p.M.;
when, a moderate breeze springing up from the westward, the
sails in performed their oflice, to the great relief of the
fatigued but not disheartened crew, whose hammocks, during
the whole of a second night, remained lashed in the nettings.

On the 12th, at 5 A.m., the Requin altered her course from
south-east by south to south; and at 6 h. 15 m. A. m. the Wizard
got near enough to fire her lee gune; but the former soon in-
creased her distance. At 7 A.m. the Requin was out of gun-
shot, and at 8 A. M. one mile ahead ; the Wizard still sweeping
with all her strength, and who, to quicken her progress in the
light air that was blowing, knocked away the stanchions from
under the beams of her deck and started the wedges of her
masts, Notwithstanding all this, the Requin, with her sails
alone, increased her distance, at noon, to a mile and a half, and
at 4 p.M. to two miles and a half. The Wizard now ran her
sweeps across the deck, and iot her bow guns amidships, but
still could do no more than keep way with her opponent. At
9h. 30 m. p. M., a light breeze springing up from west by north,
the Wizard trimmed sails, and, being near the land, bent the
small bower cable, and got a hawser ready for a spring. This
done, midnight left the two brigs still two miles and a half apart,
the Requin bearing from the Wizard south by west, and the
African coast right ahead, distant about seven miles; and again
there was no sleep for the British crew.

On the 13th, at 0 h. 30 m. A, M., the Requin tacked ; and the
Wizard, or getting abreast of the latter’s lee beam, and nearly
within gun-shot, did the same, under all sail. At 5 a. M., the
wéather becoming foggy, the two vessels lost sight of each
other; but at 6-a. M, t%{, Wizard was again cheered with the

VOL. V. E
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sight of her enemy, about two miles off right ahead, and
;grahwﬂy oingapZintfree. At noon, after an interval of f?é-:
the wea got more clear, and the Requm was seen i
east by north, distant three miles and a half, and at 4 ». .,
south by east three miles. At 8 r.m. the retumn of thick weather
again concealed the two vessels from each other; but at 10 h.
20 m. ». M. the rising of the moon discovered the Requin in the
south, three and a half miles off. The Wizard was once more at
her sweeps, and at 11 p.m. fired a gun, to excite the attention
of any British cruisers that might be off Bon. 'This she
repeated two or three times. At midnight the wind freshened
up, and enabled the sailors again to s d their labours at the
sweeps, but still not a hammock could be moved below.

On.the 14th, at 4 A. M., Cape Carthage bore west-south-west
- four miles, and the Requin was right d distant about two
miles and a half, steering for the bay of Tunis. At 5 a.a the
French brig anchored close under Fort Goleta in Tunis bey;
where, as it was a neutral the Requin lay as safe as if 1n
the harbour of Toulon. Wizard now did all she was em-
powered to do: she ran under the stern of the fugitive, tacked,
and hove to; and, besides reading “ Le Requin” upon her stem,
observed that the French brig was much cut up by shot about
the hull and lower rigging. At 6 a.M. the Wizard filled and
made sail out of the bay; and very soon the hammocks were
piped down, and her truly gallant crew enjoyed that rest which,
;ihizﬁng four successive nights, had unavodably been denied to

m. :
In this extraordinary chase, the two vessels ran 369 miles m
88 hours, making an average of rather more than four knots per
hour; which was as fast as the light and variable state of the
wind, during the greater part of the tmwe, would admit. They
had run 109 miles when the Requin brought to to engage ; and
engage she did, #ill she was beaten, fairly beaten, by a brig a
trifle inferior, but say equal, to herself in force. The usual ex-
cuse of being charged with despatches camnot seemingly apply
to this case ; or why did Captain Berard at become the
assailant ? 'The truth is, the Requin would have captared the
Wizard if she could, but found herself unequal to the task:
nay, more, the French brig found that her own surrender must
ensue, if she did not make use of the onlq‘lt:aihble quality in
which she excelled, quickness of sailing. Tha gm;mml
with it, as we have seen, another udr-lnh%: crew
were under no necessity, at every fall of the breeze, to tug at the
sweeps ; nor were they, night by night, kept from their nateral
rest. In-a pursuit before a light wind, where every inch of
canvass is out, and where the chased is only a short distance
ahead, the cheaser is obliged to be always on the niert, that she
may be ready to shorten sail the instant her enesy begins to take
in: whereas the chased knows no such alarmns ; & head wind is
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adl she dreads, and that only until she has trimmed her sails to
meet it. This points out another advantage, and no slight one
either, which the Requin posesessed over the Wizard.

It must have been peculiarly annoying to the tars on board
the Wizard, to see a vessel, that had cost them so many hours
of toil and anxiety, so many sleepless nights and tantalizing
pros of reward, moored close to the muzzles of their guns,
and yet not be allowed to spring on board of, nor even to snap a
trigger at her. 8o it was; and the Wizard had no alternative
bat to leave the French captain to enjoy, with the possession of
his fine brig, his reflections upon the degrading circumstances
ander which he had preserved gler.

The Wigard was obliged to put into Malta, to get herself new
lower masts and a new main yard. In 15 days she was again at
sea, keeping, no doubt, a sharp look-out for her old antagonist;
but the latter fell to the share of another British vessel of war,
the 22-gun ship Volage, Captain Philip L. J. Rosenhagen, who
captured her on the 28th of July, to the northward of the island
of Corsica, after a nine hours’ chase. It was confirmed, that
the Requin was the brig that had been engaged by the Wizard ;
but the particulars of her loss were not communicated.

Vice-admiral Lord Collingwood, to evince his opinion of the
eonduct of Captain Ferris in the arduous and persevering chase
and gallant defeat of the Requin, appeinted him, on the first
vacancy, to the command of the 100-gun ship Royal-Sovereign;
but, Captain Ferris’s commission as post not being dated until
two f'ears afterwards, we may conjecture that the board of ad-
minlty did not sanction the promotion, with which the Mediter-
ranean commander - in-chief had thought fit to reward the
Wizard’s commander.

On the 11th of May, in the forenoon, the British 20-gun ship
Bacchante (18 carronades, 32-pounders, and two nines), Captain
Samuel Hood Inglefield, crusing off Cape Antonio, island
of Cnba, chased, and at 3 ». M. brought to action, the French
brig-corvette Griffon, of 14 carronades, 24-pounders, and two
sixes, Lieutenant Jacques Gautier. After sustaining and return-
ing the heavy fire of her superior antagonist for 32 minutes, and
persisting in her endeavours to escape until she was within 200
yards of the breakers off the Cape, the Griffon hauled down her
colours.

The Bacchante had no man hurt on board ; and the Griffon,
omt of 2 crew of 105 men and boys, only five men wounded.
The brig was afterwards added to the British mavy under the
same mame. ‘The crowd of canvass, under which, owing to the
hghtness of the breeve, this action was fought by the Bacchante,
s somewhat vemarkable. She camied sky-sails with the wind
sheam, and, abeve the main sky-#ail, a lateen * moon-raker,™
which hoisted 14 feet ahove the mast-head. It was the inven-

E2
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tion, we believe, of Captain Dacres, Captain Inglefield’s prede-
cessor in the command of the Bacchante. .

On the 2d of May, at daybreak, the British 18-pounder 36-

n frigate Unité, Captain Patrick Campbell, cruising off Cape
%romontoro in the Gulf of Venice, came up with and captured
the Italian brig-corvette Ronco, mounting 16 brass carronades;
represented as “ 32-pounders,” but, we suppose, French 36-
pounders, with a crew of 100 men. No loss was sustained on
either side, although the brig fired several broadsides at the
frigate, and cut her sails and rigging a good deal. Scarcely had
the Ronco hauled down her colours, when an Italian frigate
and schooner were observed in the north or windward quarter.
The Unité immediately made sail in chase; but, owing to the
lightness of the wind, the ship and schooner escaped into Pola
before Captain Campbell could get within two gun-shots of
either.

On the 3lst, at about 5 ». M., having just weighed from
under the island of Lusin, where she had been sheltering herself
from a heavy north-east gale, the Unité discovered, close under
Premuda, three brigs on the starboard tack with the wind at
east. The frigate proceeded in chase, and Eresently made out
the vessels to be tEree brigs of war. On observing the Unité,
the three brigs, two of which were the Italian corvettes, Nettuno
and Teulié, of the same force as the Ronco, and the third a
smaller vessel than either, wore, and steered with the apparent
intention of gaining the channel of Zara; out of which port, it
seems, they had been despatched the day before, upon the very
feasible enterprise of capt.urgl‘i the British frigate, on{a sup-
position that she was too weakly manned to make an effective
resistance. .

As the night was likely to be clear, and the wind was mode-
rate, Captain Campbell, although the navigation was extremely
intricate and unknown to any person on board, determined to
follow the three brigs, trusting to the lead and a good look-out.
In this way the Unité kept sight of the vessels, antil 11 h. 30 m.
P. M., when they disappeared. By carrying a. press of sail, the
Unité, ata few minutes past 3 A. M. on the.lst of June, regained
a sight of two of the brigs, distant about two miles on her lee
beam. The helm was immediately put up; but the sails were
hardly trimmed when the third brig was observed on the starboard
tack, upon the frigate’s larboard and weather bow. The Unité
immediately hauled to the wind, and, ing the brig within
musket-shot to leeward, gave her the Earboard broadside with
such effect, that shehauled down her colours without firing a gun,
. While the boats were proceeding to secure this brig, the Unité
crowded sail after the remaining two, who were making off through
one of the passages inthe hope to get to sea. The wind falling,
and the brigs making use of their sweeps, it was not until 7
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A. M. that the Unité got within gun-shot of the stérnmost; who,
after receiving a few of the frigate’s broadsides, fired her broad-
side, struck her colours, and ran on shore. The wind continuing
to decrease; and the remaining brig having got among a cluster
of small islands, the Unité shortened sail to attend to the two
that had struck. Of these, the Nettuno, out of a crew of 115
men and boys, had seven men killed, two drowned, and 13
wounded ; and the Teulié, out of a similar crew to her consort’s,
five killed and 16 wounded. The frigate had not 2 man hurt.
These two brigs, as well as the one captured four weeks before,
were transferred to the British navy; the Ronco, of 334 tons,
under the name of Tuscan, the Nettuno, of 344 tons, under that
of Cretan, and the Teulié, 333 tons, under that of Roman.

On the 12th of May, at 9 h. 50 m. . M., the British 18-pounder
32-gun frigate Amphion, Captain William Hoste, being on her
way from the British fleet off Toulon to the island of Majorca,
discovered a frigate lying at anchor in the bay of Rosas, and
immediately tacked and stood towards her. This was the Buleine,
a French frigate-built ship of about 800 tons, constructed pur-
posely as an armed storeship, and mounting from 26 to 30 guns,
with a crew of about 150 men. There were four or five of these
ships attached to the Toulon fleet. The Baleine was last from
Majorca, and had, we believe, accompanied Vice-admiral Gan-~
teaume in his voyage to and from the Adriatic.

At 10 h. 10 m. A. M. the Baleine hoisted French colours, and
at 10 h, 30 m., having a spring on her cable, commenced firing
at the Amphion; as %id also a battery of 16 long 24-pounders
to the left of the town of Rosas, a battery of several heavy guns
named Fort Bouton, and a low battery of eight 24-pounders at
the starboard entrance of the bay. This fire the Amphion
returned on different tacks, while working up. At 11 A.m.,
finding the fire of the British frigate, as she closed, getting too
warm, the Baleine slipped her cables, and, with her fore and
mizen topsails, staysails, and jib set, ran on shore, close under
the protection of Fort Bouton and the battery on the right.

At 11 h. 30 m. A. M. the Amphion shortened sail, and anchored
with two springs in seven fathoms, and in-shore of the spot on
which the li3aleine had been riding. Having veered to a whole
cable, the Amphion commenced a smart fire, within point-blank
shot, upon the ship, fort, and batteries. This fire they all re-
turned, and presently cut away the Amphion’s jibstay. At
about 30 minutes past noon the latter’s starboard quarter ham-
mocks and main topmast staysail caught fire by the enemy’s hot
shot; and at 1 p. u. a small explosion took place in the marine
arm-chest, but fortunately injured no one. At 1h.30m. the
Baleine herself caught fire abaft, and a part of her men be,
leaping overboard and swimming to.the rocks. Believing that
the crew were abandoning her, Captain Hoste despatched Mr.
William Bennuett, the first lieutenant, in the jollyboas, to strike
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the ship’s colours; but, no sooner had the Lieutenant arrived
near the frigate’s stern, than the Prench crew opened upon the
boat a heavy fire of round, grape, and musketry. The Amplion
instantly threw out the signal of recall, and the jollyboat pat
back. Regardless of the shower of shot pouring around him,
‘Lieutenant Bennett stood up in the stern-sheets ; and he and his
few hands gave the French three hearty cheers. At 2h. 20 ma.
P. M., finding that nothing further could be done, and the wind
beginning to fall, whereby she might have a difficalty in getting
beyond the reach of the batteries, the Amphion cut her cables
and springs and made sail out of the bay.

In this spirited little affair, the Amphion received no material
damage, and had only one man killed and a fewwoanded. The
loss on board, or the eventual fate, of the French ship, we have
no means of showing, Her loss must, however, bave been
serious, to induce ber to take the step she did ; and that the
Baleine had run herself on shore with some effect is elear,
because, at 5 p. M., she struck yards and topmasts, and on the
third day after the action lay fast aground. It is a little singulax
that the Amphion had been sent by Lord Collingwood to endea-
wour to capture this very ship at her anchorage at Maijoren. H
but, under an idea that she was a French frigate of the largest
elass, Captain Hoste had been directed to take under his orders
the 28-gun frigate Hind, Captain Francis William Fane, sup-
posed to be cruising off the Spanish coast.

On the 23d of June, while the British 22-gun ship Porcupine,
Captain the Honourable Henry Duncan, was crumsing off Crvita-
Veechia, a vessel under French colours came out of the port, and
endeavoured, by crossing the Porcupine, to get to the westward ;
but, failing in the attempt, and finding no means of escape left,
the vessel ran herself on shore under two towers mounting two
guns each. Captain Duncan immediately detached the boats of
the Porcupine under Lieutenant George Price, who effectually
destroyed the vessel, without sustaining any loss, although under
a very heavy fire.

On the 9th of July, at daybreak, as the Porcupine lay
becalmed off Monte-Circello on the coast of Romania, two
French gun-boats, with a merchant vessel under convoy, were
observed going alongshere to the westward. The boats of the
Porcupine, under the orders of Lieutenant Price, assisted by
second Lieutenant Francis Smith, Lieutenant of marines James
Renwick, midshipmen Barry John Featherstone, Charles Adam,
and Jobn O’Brien Butler, and captain’s clerk George Anderson,
were immediately despatched in pursuit of the gun-vessels.

After a pull of eight hours in a hot sun, Lieutenant Price and
his party drove the merchant vessel on shore, and compelled
the two gun-boats, each of which was armed with one lo!g~
24-pounder and 30 men, to take shelter under the batteries
Port-Dango, At this moment, three suspicious vessels beimg
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seen coming down from the westward before a fresh breeze, the
Porcupine recalled her boats, in order to go in chase; but the
former, before they could be cut off, succeeded in getting into
the harbour alang with the gun-boats. .

On the morning of the 10th, observing thatahrie acre-
ship, ene of the three vessels which had last entered, lay further
out than the others, Captain Duncan resolved to attem
cutting her out. Accordingly, as soon as it was dark, t
Porcupine’s boats, col ed as before, pulled towards the
barbour; and although the polacre mounted six long 6-pounders,.
with a crew of between 20 and 30 men, and, expecting to be
attacked, had moored herself to a beach lined with French sol-
diers, and lay within pistol-shot of two batteries and a tower,
and three gun-boats, Lieutenant Price and his men boarded and
carried her. The mext difficulty was to bring the vessel out.
Here, although in consequence of baffling winds it was an hour
and 20 minutes before the prize got beyond the range of grape,
the British also succeed In this very gallant exploit, the.
Poreupine had none of her men killed; but she had eight
w including (severely on the head and right leg) Lieute-
pant Price, also Mr. Batler, midshiﬁman. For his good behaviour
in this, and in several similar attacks by the Porcupine’s boats,
Lieutenant Price was promoted to the rank of commander.

On the 21st the Porcupine drove on shore near Monte-Cir-
cello a French polacre ship, which was afterwards completely
. by the boats under the command of Lieutenant
Francs Smiti; and that without any loss, although the boats
were under the fire of a tower, mounting two guns, within pistol-
shot of the grounded vessel.

On the 8th of August the Porcupine chased another polacre
ship into a harbour of the island of Planosa, near Elba, which
was defended by a tower and a battery. Inthe evening Captain
Duncan sent the Porcupine’s two cutters and jollyboat, under
the orders of Lieutenant Francis Smith, accompanied by Lieute-
nant of marines James Renwick, master’s mates Henry Parry
and Edward Barry, midshipman George Dawkins Lane, and
captain’s cletk George Anderson, to endeavour to bring out or
destroy the vessel. The boats went into the harbour with
mufiled oars, and boarded the vessel without loss or difficulty.

The ship was now found to be moored within 30 yards of &
battery mounting six or eight guns, which immediately opened
upon the boats a heavy fire of round and grape. To this was
soon added the musketry of several French soldiers drawn up on
the beach, and a fire from’ one of the polacre’s guns which had
been landed for her defence. In the face of all this, the British
broaght out the vessel, which proved to be the Concepcion,
mounting four guns, from Genoa gound to the island of Cyprus
with bale goods.

- This gallant exploit was not accomplished without loss: one
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seaman was killed, another seaman and the lieutenant of marines
mortally wounded, the latter with three musket-balls, and seven
men wounded, some of them also mortally. If we have not to
add that, for this gct of gallantry, as well as for his general zeal
and ability in the service, Lieutenant Smith received the cus-
tomary promotion, it is, we have reason to think, because Cap-
tain Duncan’s letter on the subljct to Vice-admiral Lord Colling-
wood miscarried, and the duplicate, sent some time afterwards,
did not reach his lordship at all, in consequence of his death.
On the 26th of June, at daylight, the British 64-gun ship
Standard, Captain Thomas Harvey, cruising off the island of
Corfu, discovered and chased an Italian gun-vessel and a
French despatch-boat. At 9 A.wm.,the wind failing, Captain
Harvey sent the pinnace, with Lieutenant Richard Cull, and the
eight-oared cutter, with Captain Edward Nicolls, of the marines,
in chase. After rowing two hours, in very hot weather, the
British approached the gun-vessel, and received from her a fire
of musketry; which the boats returned with their swivels, and
on drawing near, with their musketry. . As the two boats were
advancing on each quarter the gun-vessel pulled short round and
fired her long 4-pounder at the cutter, which happened to be
the leading boat. Heedless of this, Captain Nicolls, dashed at,
boarded, and carried, the Italian gun-boat Volpe, commanded -
by Enseigne de vaisseau Micheli Mangin, and mounting one
long 4-pounder, with 20 men, well armed. ,
he pinnace immediately pushed on in chase of the despatch-
boat, which was the Léger, having a well-armed crew of 14 men.
The Standard’s yawl, which had been previously sent to cut off
this vessel, soon obliged her to run on shore. . The French crew;
on landing, formed . on the rocks, and endeavoured to prevent
the yawl’s approach, but Lieutenant John Alexander succeeded
in getting possession of the vessel, and, assisted b{ the two
other boats, towed her off, under a smart fire of musketry from
the shore. This little affair was effected without the shghtest
casualty on the part of the British, and without any known loss
on that of the enemy. : :
When the news reached England of the failure of Sir John
Duckworth’s expedition to the Dardanells, the new. ministry
sent out an embassy under Sir Arthur Paget, to endeavour to
restore peace, in concert with a Russian plenipotentiary, the
celebrated Corsican chief, Pozzi de Borgo. To give weight to
the negotiation, Vice-admiral Lord Collingwood, with a strong
squadron, attended the ambassadors as far as the island of
Tenedos ; where his lordship anchored, in company with the
Russian fleet under Vice-admiral. Seniavin. Learning, while
here, that the Turkish fleet was outside the Dardanells, Lord
Collingwood weighed and stood across to the island of Imbros,
as a better station, with the prevailing winds, for getting at his
enemy ; but, since the moment he had heard of the British
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admiral’s arrival off Tenedos, the Turkish admiral had moved
his fleet to an anchorage in the Dardanells above the first
castles.

The intelligence of the peace of Tilsit sent the Russian admiral
down the Mediterranean, and put an end to the mission of
Pozzi de Borgo. After some preliminary conferences, Sir
Arthur Paget, went up alone to gonstantino le, in the 38-gun
frigate Thetis, Captain William Henry Gage. Either intimidated
or cajoled by the %rench emperor, the Sublime Porte would come
to no terms; and on or about the 19th of October, the Thetis,
with the ambassador on board, quitted the Dardanells. ;

. Towards the end of the year, upon an understanding between
the Porte and Lord Collingwood, that no Turkish men of war
were to cruise in the Zgean sea, and no tribute to be exacted from
the inhabitants of the Greek islands, the British admiral quitted
the Archipelago; and, early in the year 1808, detached the
38-gun frigate Seahorse, Captain John Stewart, to cruise there,
with particular directions to see that the compact entered into
witll: the Porte in favour of the Greeks was strictly complied
with, -

It appears that a band of Epirots, who had been taken into
the pay and service of Russia, upon being disbanded at the
ﬁeace of Tilsit and thrown upon their former masters the Turks,

ad taken possession of B:omo and Sa%uino, two small
islands situated at the mouth of the gulf of Salonica ; whence,
with large boats, they. laid the coast, as far as the Dardanells,
under contribution, and made prize of all vessels going to
Constantinople. The tribute from these countries, being paid
principally in corn, was thus intercepted ; and the Turks, having
no force outside of the Dardanells sufficient to crush this nest
of pirates, made application to Captain Stewart to know whether
he would interfere with any squadron sent for that purpose.
Being aware what would be t(Le next object of the Turkish
commander after he had put down the pirates, Captain Stewart
replied, that he should repel by force any ships attempting, in
violation of the treaty, to come out of the Dardanells.

The Porte, however, having received intelligence that no other
British ship than the Seahorse was cruising in the Archipelago,
despatched a squadron, composed of two frigates, two corvettes,
two mortar-vessels, and some xebecs, upon the service n view.
In the latter end of June this squadron anchored off the island of
Dromo, made a landing, and surrounded the town of the pirates
situated upon a peak. But the freebooters, in the mean time,
had despatched a fast-sailing boat to the island of Sira near
Tino, where the Seahorse lay at anchor.

The intelligence reached Captain Stewart on the 1st of July;

' and he instantly got under way, and began working up against

a north-north-east wind. Nothing of consequence occurred-

until the 5th, at noon ; when the Seahorse spoke a Greek ship,.
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from Gritchery to Malta, the master of which ship confwmedl
the accounts previously received of a Turkish squadron being im
that neighbourhood. Profiting by a light air, which had just
Eﬂmg up from the south-east, Captan Stewart dismissed the
ship and made all sail to the morth-west. At4 r.m.,
the weather becoming squally from the north-east with ram,
the Seahorse was obliged to reduce her canvass to treble-reefed
topsails. At 5h.45m. p. M., by which time the weather had
cleared up, two ships and a galley were descried between the
islands oiPScopolo and Dromo, standing 4o the southward, with
the wind, owing to the mountainges nature of those islands,
more to the nortbward than it blew with the Seahorse. The
discovery was very soon made, that the two ships were Tuxkish
men of war.
- Before we proceed further in the narrative, we will give an
account of the force of the parties now approaching each other
with, on one side at least, determined hestility. The
wpon her mam deck, mounted the 28long18-£oundenof her
class, with 12 carronades, 32-pounders, upon her q
and upon her forecastle two long brass Spanish 18-pounders,
which she had taken on board at Messina in lieu of four long
nines ; total 42 guns. The net complement of the Seaharse was
281 men and boys; but, having several men absent in prises,
;l;eshad at this time on board omly 251. The ship measured
tons. -

The Badere-Zaffer, Captain Scandril Kichuc-Ali, mounted
wpon the main deck 30 brass guns, of three different calibers =
on each side, at the centre or broadest part of the ship, was a
French 36-pounder; the two next guns on each side of that
mre French 24-pounders, and the remaining 10 apon the

ide, French 18-pounders. On the quarterdeck, including
two stern-chasers, the Turkish frigate had 14 long Freach 12-
pounders, and on the forecastle, including two bow-chasers, six
guns of the same caliber, all brass; mlﬁmg in the whole 862
Her crew, including some supernumeraries received from
the galley, amounted to 543 men ; and, as a proof that she was
well able to earry the armament established upon her, the Badere-
Zaffer ‘measured nearly 1300 tons. The Alis-Fezan, Captain
Duragardi-Ali, mounted 24 long brass French 12-pounders on
the main deck, and two mortars in the centre of the ship,
with a erew, partly taken out of the galley (which had been
ordered back to a port of safety), of 230 men. In point of size,
the Alis-Fezan was about 730 tons. :
- As single-decked ships and Turkish men of war, the Badese-
Zaffer and Alis-Fezan exeited ro alarm on board the British
frigate; and, with colours hoisted, the Seahorse continued
standing to the eastward to interrupt them in their course to
the southward. Either because the Turkish commodore was
eonfident i his strength, or that he had no suspicion of an
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attack, the two shipe did not in the slightest degree deviate
from the course they were steering.

At 9b. 30m. p. M., the Seahorse having arrived abreast and

to windward of the Badere-Zaffer, the weathermost of the twe
-ghips, Captain Stewart, by means of the pilot, a native of
Gibraltar, who had formerly been a captive in the hands of the
Turks, and had afterwards served as a slave on board the Sultan-
Sebim, bailed the Turkish commodore, and ordered him to sur-
render to the British frigate. This Captain Scandril flatly re-
fused, and into the hull of the Badere-Zaffer went a whole
double-shotted broadside of the Seahorse. Nor was the Turkish
igate slow in returning the fire. In this way, with the wind a
ﬁ'-%m‘breeze ahantﬂ‘ two points abaft the starhoard beam, the two
went 0 ; the Badere-Zaffer ually edgi

to close hermgaconsortgm% who was about a g%r!:ghot gista%:fg

bittle before her larboard beam. See the diagram at p.61.

As soon 3s she had nun far enough to leeward for the Alis-
Fezan to join her in the cannonade, the Badere-Zaffer put hex
belm bard a-port, with the intention of laying the British frigate
on board ; but the Seahorse, whose comparatively small crew
sach a mode of comest would mever have suited, suddenly
bauled close to the wind (see diagram, pos. 1), and left the
Turkish frigate with her sails all aback and in great confusion.
In a minnte or two the Seahorse tacked, and, bearing up, stood
aguin for the Badere-Zaffer ; who, in the mean while, had wore
and was running nearly before the wind.

At 10 r.m., just as the Seahorse was about to close the
Badere-Zaffer upon her larboard quarter, the Alis-Fezan inter-~
posed. Taking the wind out of her main and mizen topsails,
the Seahorse sheared towards this new antagonist ; and, pouring
in her starboard broadside, at the distance of not more than
200 yards, made a dreadful bavoc on board. After a continuance
of the fire until 10 h. 15 m. p. u., there was a great explosion on
board the Alis-Fezan near the fore hatchway, and the people on
board the Seahorse expected every moment that their opponent
would blow aup. That, fortunately, did not happen; but the
Turks on board this vessel had had fighting enough; and,
putting her helm a-starboard, the Alis-Fezan luffed under the
stern of the Seahorse, and stood away in the direction of the
mland of Pelagnisi. In comsequence of the smoke and the at-
tention due to her more formidable antagonist, the Seahorse did
1ot agwin see, or tronble: herself any more about, the Alis-Fezan ;
which ship, however, it may here be stated, got back to Con-

inople, but . a shattered state.

Not long after the a nment of the action by the Alis-
Fezan, or at about 10h. 35m. ». M., the Seahorse, favoured by a

ing of the breeze, overtook, and, furling her topgallant-
sails, renewed the engagement with, the Badere-Zaffer; whe
received the starboard broadside of the Seahorse, and returned
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the fire from her larboard guns, both ships going before the
wind. At 11 p. M. the Turks made a second attempt to get on
board the British frigate ; but the latter was too vigilant, as well
as too expert, to be caught. Shooting ahead, the Seahorse
passed clear, the Badere-Zaffer’s jib-boom and bowsprit ing
away the former’s gaff-vangs and starboard mizen topgallant
back-stays. At this moment the bowsprit and forecastle of the
Badere-Zaffer were crowded with men ; but a discharge of grape
from the stern-chase guns of the Seahorse, as the latter ranged
ahead, killed or disabled the greater part of them. .
" Crossing over, the Seahorse recommenced the action with
her larboard guns. About this time the Badere-Zaffer lost
her mizen topmast. The two frigates continued engaging,
broadside to broadside, until the Badere-Zaffer became com-
pletely silenced. The Seahorse now repeatedly hailed, to know
if she would surrender, but no answer was returned. The
Seahorse then passed under the ‘stern of the Badere-Zaffer (see
diagram, pos. 2), whose fore and main topmasts had by this time
fallen, and again hailed. In reply to which, as the Seahorse

ranged up on her larboard quarter, the Badere-Zaffer fired a few.
of her aftermost guns. The British frigate instantly discharged- -

her starboard .broadside. It was now 1 h. 15m. A.m. on the
6th ; and Captain Stewart, finding that his shattered antagonist
would neither answer nor fire, very prudently, and very hu-
manely too, hauled off ; and, after standing on a little further,
brought to on the starboard tack to wait for daylight. The
Badere-Zaffer soon afterwards did the same. See pos. 3.

The British crew now took some rest; and at daylight the
Seahorse filled and made sail towards the Turkish frigate, then
about a mile distant, steering before the wind under her shreds
of courses. The Seahorse soon came up with the Badere-Zaffer,
and, hauling athwart the latter’s stern (see pos. 4), poured in her
broadside. At this time, regardless of the.scene of horror and
destruction around him, Captain Scandril was sitting in a chair
on the awning, or wooden roof, erected across the quarterdeck
over the wheel, giving his orders, and exhorting his officers and
men to continue their resistance; observing that if they sub-
mitted to the infidels, they would all be put to death. Among
the surviving officers, however, there were some prudent men,
who saw that all further resistance was useless, and who had &
knowledge of the English character. Two or three of these
seized the person of their stubborn and obdurate chief, and,
holding down his hands, made signs.of submission; while
others, just as the stern-chasers were about to be discharged a
gecond time, hauled down the Turkish colours from the stump
of the mizenmast. . o

‘The following diagram will illustrate the various manceuvres
of the parties, in this long and sanguinary battle. S
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Lieutenant George Downie, first of the Seahorse, accompanied
by Lieutenant of marines John Cook, went in the four-oared
boat and took possession of the prize. Upon the arrival of the
Turkish captain on board the Seahorse, he was sullen and sad,
and seemed all amazement to think that he had been conquered,
and his consort defeated or destroyed, by so small a ship.
Unacquainted, apparently, with the forms of civilized warfare,
Scandril had no idea of delivering up his sword in token of
submission ; and, when told that he must do so, the Mahomedan
commander complied with great reluctance, observing as his
eyes bent upon the forfeited weapon, that it was a Damascus
blade of great value. :

Out of her 251 men and boys, the Seahorse had only five
men killed and 10 wounded. A 24-pound shot through the
middle of her mizenmast,and a few cut shrouds and holes in her
sails, comprised all the damage which the British frigate
received. The Badere-Zaffer h:ﬁ been very differently treated.
Her mizenmast and fore and main topmasts, as we have seen,
were entirely shot away: her mainmast had been struck by
more then 20, and her foremast by 14, large shot ; and, to sup-
port either mast, very few shrouds were left. Besides this state
of her masts and rigging, the Turkish frigate was so cut up in
her hull, as with diéculty to be kept afloat. Her loss of men
bore a full proportion to her damage, amounting to no less a
number than 170 killed, and 200 wounded, many of them
mortally. :

Captain Stewart evinced no small share of gallantry in pro-
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ceeding to attack a force, which, in number and strength, had
been magnified at every island at which he had touched in his
way up; and his officers and men, on their part, gave unequivo-
«al proofs of a high degree of skill and steadiness, in the manner
in which the Seahorse tore to pieces two opponents, possessing
80 great a numerical superiority. Nor did the Turks behave
amiss: their want of skill may well be attributed to their want
of practice ; but the obstinacy of the Badere-Zaffer, in protract-
ing the defence until her masts were cut away, her hull reduced
to a sinking state, and nearly three fourths of her crew swept
from their quarters, was truly characteristic of that desperate
courage which the Mahomedans on several occasions have
displayed. .

'Paking her shattered prize in tow, the Seahorse stood with
her to the southward. Scandril, at his own request, had been
allowed to return on parole to the Badere-Zaffer; but, before
he had been many hours on board, the savage made an attempt
to blow up the ship. His diabolical plan was fortunately
frustrated ; and on the 9th the two ships cast anchor in the
grincipal harbour of the island of Miconi. Here it took the

eahorse three days to place her prize in a seaworthy state.
‘That done, Captain Stewart gave the suarviving their
liberty ; sending them to Constantinople and Smyrma on board
Greek vessels, and supplying them with provisions for the

The Seahorse, then, taking her prize again in tow,

with her to Malta. The Badere-Zaffer was a remark-
ably handsome frigate, built from a French model, and measured
166 feet on the main deck, and 44 feet in breadth of beam; but,
owing to the loose manner ia which she had been Eut together,
the price was not purchased for the use of the British navy.
Some merchants of Malta, however, bought the Badere-Zaffer,
and sent her to England with a cargo of cotton. The ship
afterwards made one voyage to the Brazils, and was then broken
up at Deptford.

The first lieutenant of the Seahorse, as was most justly his
due, was oted to the rank of commander. The two
remaining lieutenants were Thomas Bennett and Richard Glyn
Vallack ; and the mmaster was Thomas Curtis, the same officer
who served in a similar capacity on board the Wilhelmina when
she beat off the Psyché.*

After the business of the Badere-Zaffer, & fresh ﬁ%
snade to nmegotiate a peace; and for that purpose Mr.

Adair was sent by the British government to Constantinople,
The Seahorse herseif carried up the ambassador; and her officers
uwﬁleiroldoppmt,ﬂie£' Fezan, lying dismaatled n the
harbour. Afier some delay, occasioned by one or two of those

# Bee vol. ifi., p. 267.
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revolutions s0 ent in Turkey, peace between land and
the Sublme Pmtehqxas sigaed meghmh of J maryrfnlgSOQ

We left the French frigate Sémillante just as her voyage to
Mexico had beemn remdered impracticable, in consequence of the
sttack made wpon her at St.-Jacmta by the British frigate
Phaiton and bng-sloop Harrier.* This was the more uafortu-
anate for the Sémllante, as the south-west monsoon then blew
with extreme violence. Greatly, however, to his credit, Captain
Motard persevered against contrary winds and currents, and
amidst a very damgerous navigation, until he cleared the sea of
Celebes by the namow and difficult strait of Aloo. The
Sémillante then steered direct for the Isle of France, and
anchored, on or about the 5th of November, in the harbour of
Port-Louis.

in the midst of her refit, the Sémillante was joined by the
French frigate-privateer Bellone, of 34 guns, Captain Péroud,
whose capture 2 few months afterwards has already been re-
Inted ;1 and, towards the close of the year, the port, with these
two ships within it, became blockaded, by the British 18-pounder
teak-built 36-gun frigate Pitt (afterwards Salsette), C,:ﬁhm
Walter Bathurst, and 12-pounder 32-gun frigate Terpsichore,
Captain William Jones Lye. On the 5th of January, 1806,
having got on shore in watering at Flat island, and thrown
several of her guns overboard, and being in a very leaky state,
the Terpsichore parted company for (%eylon; and the Pitt,
whose effective crew were reduced by sickness to less than one
dalf, craived alome off the Isle of France. Here Captain
Bathurst took several prizes; and on the 26th, in chase of a
vessel to windward, the Pitt got so near to the fort upon Pointe
Canonniére, situated about eight miles to the northward of Port-
Louis, as to have one seaman killed, and her starboard night-
bead shot away, Nor was the frigate, although she lay for
nearly 20 minwtes within gun-shot of the fort, able, owing to
the direction of the wind, to bring a single gun to bear in
retam,

No sooner did M. Motard, as he tells us, ascertain that the
Pitt was oruising alone off the port; no soomer did the French
<aptain, as he does not tefl us, learn from a countryman of his,
who had recently been Iiberated from her, that the Pitt, having
90 men sick (chiefly with scunymsac:dedywntmﬁedwffmbs),anda

t many absent 1 prizes, as war’s com-

g:e‘ent on boud,ﬂg.)n he determined to0 go out-and engage
For this Captain Motard hastened &emiuof

kis ship, and @ days the Sémillante was ready for sea.

%i sppemrs, 30 disproportionate in point of force were the

frigutes still considered ; not by the French in, who,

if we wre to believe him, was 21l fire to engage, but by General

* See vol. isa p. 153, +Bad., p.246,
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Decaen, the governor of the island, that Captain Péroud was
persuaded to add the force of the Bellone to that of the Sé-
millante. :

On the 27th, accordingly, at about 9 p. ., the two ships put
to sea from Port-Louis, and in about one hour afterwards were
descried and chased by the Pitt, then 12 or 13 leagues south-
east by east of the port. At 1l h. 30 m. the Pitt made out the
strangers to be two frigates, and soon afterwards they were no
longer to be seen. « Eﬁe (the Sémillante) sortit & la recherche
‘de l'ennemi, qui évita constamment le combat; la nuit ayant
favorisé sa fuite, il disparut.”* The English of this is, that
Captains Motard and Péroud, glad at an escape to sea, left the
British frigate to herself, and proceeded to excuse the service,
upon which alone they had been ordered out by governor
Decaen. The Sémillante and Bellone steered straight for Isle
Bourbon : and, arriving off the bay of St.-Paul, took charge of
several prizes and merchant vessels, which had been detained at
that anchorage by the knowledge that one or two British frigates
were cruising off the Isle of France. With these vessels under
convoy, the French frigate and privateer made sail on their
return ; and, as the Pitt, having scarcely men enough left to
work the ship, had been obliged to return to Pointe de Galle,
Captain Motard re-entered without difficulty the harbour of
Port-Louis. :

On the 7th of April, having completed the repairs which she
had only partially undergone at her departure upon the success-
ful mission we have just related, the Sémillante, accompanied
by the Bellone and Henriette privateers, again succeeded in
putting to sea. The Bellone and Henriette, after cruising for a
month or two, fell into' the hands of their enemies; but the
Sémillante, in spite of her captain’s fighting propensity, managed
on every occasion, as the sequel will s%ow, to avoid a similar fate.

During her cruise in the Indian Ocean, the Sémillante captured
eight merchant vessels, valued at upwards of 32 millions of
francs. Early in the month of September, with her eight prizes
in company, the Sémillante arrived in the neighbourhood of the
Isle of France; but, gaining intelligence that a stron% British
force was cruising off Port-Louis, Captain Motard bent his
course towards Isle Bourbon. On the 9th, the Sémillante, with
her valuable convoy, anchored in the road of St.-Paul’s bay;
_ where already were lying, bound also to the Isle of France, four
other vessels, prizes to some of the French cruisers.

The British force, at this time stationed off the Isle of France,
consisted of the 74-gun ship Sceptre, Captain Joseph Bingham,
24-pounder 40-gun frigate (late teak-built Indiaman) Cornwallis,
Captain Charles James Johnston, and 12-pounder 36-gun frigate
Dédaigneuse, Captain William Beauchamp Proctor. On the

* Dict, Historique, tome iv., p-6.
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16th, in the afternoon, the Cornwallis arrived off the entrance of
St.-Paul’s bay, and discovered the Sémillante and her charge at
anchor. On the 17th, at 9 A.m., the Cornwallis bore up, and
ran as farinto the bay as the wind would allow.” At 10 a.m.,
when three or four miles only from the Sémillante, the British
frigate .became nearly becalmed; and, in short, Captain John-
ston was totally unable to effect any thing against the French
frigate at her well-protected anchorage.

On the 26th the Sceptre appeared off the entrance of the bay.
Well knowing that Captain Bingham would use his utmost
endeayours to capture or destroy the French frigate, and the
valuable property of which she had despoiled British commerce,
Captaih Motard removed his prizes close to the shore, and
moored the Sémillante, with springs on her cables, outside to
protecs them, ¢ pour les protéger.” But Captain Motard has
entirely forgotten to - state, that the Sémillante herself was

rotected by upwards of 100 pieces.of cannon, including 37
ﬁ)ng 24-pounders, and seven or eight heavy mortars ; and which
guns were mounted upon seven distinct batteries, all by thewr
positions admirably calculated to prevent an enemy from
approaching the road. Under these circumstances, no attempt
was or could be made by the British force at present on the
station, to molest the Sémillante and her prizes at their fortified
anchorage. ‘

On the 11th of November, however, while on his way, with
the Sceptre and Cornwallis, from off Mont Brabant, the south-
west extremity of the Isle of France, to Isle St.-Mary on the
coast of Madagascar, to get a supply of water, Captain Bingham
called off St.-Paul’s with the intention of making a demon-
stration, rather, we believe, than a serious attack, upon the
shipping in the road. At about 2 h. 30 m. .M., having cleared
for action and got springs on their cables, the Sceptre and
Cornwallis ran into the bay, and at 4 p. M. opened a fire upon
the French frigate and vessels within her. This was immediately
returned by the Sémillante and shore batteries, both with shot
and shells. The heavy cannonade soon hushed the little breeze
there had been, and tge two British ships could with difficulty
manceuvre. At 4h. 30m., by signal from the Sceptre, the
Cornwallis repeated several signals made by the latter as if to
ships in the offing ; Captain Bingham expecting, probably, that
the French captain would run his frigate and prizes on shore.
Captain Motard, however, knew better the strength of his
position, than to resort to so ruinous a measure ; and at 5 h. 30 m.
P.M. the Sceptre and Cornwallis ceased firing, and, without, we

_believe, any loss or damage, made sail for Isle St.-Mary.

Ina few days afterwards, finding a clear coast, Captain Motard
got under way with the Sémillante and his fleet of prizes, and
stood across to the Isle of France. On the 21st, at sunset, the
Sémillante was discovered from the mast-head of the Dédai-
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gneuse, who immediately crowded all sail upon a wind in chase,
with hght airs. At about midnight the two frigates crossed
each other on opposite tacks, and were not more than half a
mile a As the Sémillante approached on the larboard tack,
the Déedaigneuse fired two or three bow-chasers at her ; and, on
hearing the French fri beat to quarters, the British frigate
discharged her broadside as the guns would bear. Putting her
helm a-lee, the Dédaigneuse then prepared to tack after hewl;:r
ponent ; but, owing to the lightness of the wind, the ship d
not come round. A quarter boat was lowered down to tow ; and
at length, by wearing, the Dédaigneuse got on the same tack as
the enemy. In the mean time the Sémillante had ireatly in-
creased her distance. All sail was again set in chase; but,
having lost a great deal of copper from her bottom, being very
foul, and at best a bad working ship, the Dédaigneuse kept
%ndually dropping astern. Finding this to be the case, Captan

roctor, at about 5 p. M., shortened sail and hauled to the wind
on the starboard tack. Very soon afterwards the Sémillante
anchored in Port-Louis; and such vessels of her convoy, as did
not enter with her, succeeded in gaininf Riviere Noire.

The Dédaigneuse cruised off the Isle of France until her
water and provisions were nearly expended ; which was only a
short time Iionge . The frigate then steered for St. Mary’s,
Madagascar, and afterwards proceeded to Bombay. In the
mean time some insinuations, thrown out by a portion of his
officers, had induced Captain Proctor to apply for a court-
martial on his conduct when in the presence of the Sémillante.
The court sat on board the Culloden, in Bombay harbour, ou the
27th of March, 1807 ; and, after the fullest investigation, de~
clared that the conduct of Captain Proctor appeared to have
been marked by the greatest activity, zeal, and anxiety for the
service; that the manceuvres of the Dédaigneuse, while in the
presence of the enemy, were directed with judgment and skill,
very honourable to Captain Proctor; and that the escape of the
enemy’s frigate resulted entirely from the bad sailing of the Dé-
daigneuse. An honourable acquittal of course followed; and
the president of the court returned Captain Proctor his sword,
with a very handsome eulogium on his character.

In the month of June Captain Motard quitted Port-Louis
upon a cruise in the bay of Bengal; but, t}mvin in her way’
thither lost one of her topmasts and sprung her bowsprit, the
Sémillante was obliged to bear away for the isles of Ricobar.
From the forests of the principal of these islands, Captain
Motard procured a bowsprit and topmasts for his frigate ; and,.
as soon as they were fitted upon her, the Sémillante sailed for
her destination. While cruising in the bay of Bengal, Captain
Motard was so fortunate as to capture three richly-laden country
ships on their way to China. Wgth these valuable prizes in her
company, the Sémillante sailed on her return to the Isle of
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France, and in the month of November arrived with them at.
Port-Louis.

In the month of February, 1808, the Sémillante quitted port
for another cruise in the bay of Bengal. On the 15th of March,
in the morning, Captain Motard captured a British merchant
vessel, and despatched her to the Isle of France. On the same
day, at 3h. 30 m. p. m., Great Bassas, in the island of Ceylon,
bearing north by west distant 64 miles, the British fngate
Terpsichore, Captain William Augustus Montagu, having just
tacked to the east-south-east, with the wind fresh from the
north-east, on her way from Pointe de Galle to Madras, dis-
covered from her mast-head a strange ship, under a press of sail,
about two points on the weather beam. At 56 h. 50 m. p. M. the

latter, which was no other than the Sémillante herself, hoisted

English colours, and fired a shot at the Terpsichore ; from whom
she then bore north-east by north, and whose disguised appear-
ance indicated that she was an Indiaman. At 6h. 46 m. ». n.
the Sémillante fired a second shot ; whereupon the Terpsichore
hauled up her mainsail, and hove to on the larboard tack.

Having, in the course of the next ten minutes, ascertained that
the Sémillante was an enemy, and got all clear for action, the
Terpsichore, who from age and weakness had been obliged to
leave at Madras the whole of her upperdeck guns but two, and
consequently mounted, with her 26 twelves, only two 6-pound-
ers, opened a fire upon the Sémillante, now with French colours
hoisted, and distant about 100 yards upon the Terpsichore’s
larboard and weather beam. The fire was immediately returned,
and a smart engagement ensued. At 7 h. 10 m. p. M., when the
two frigates were close on board each other, the Sémillante
threw into the Terpsichore some combustible materials, which,
falling on the main deck, communicated to the salt-boxes, and
occasioned a dreadful explosion, that entirely unmanned the
seventh, eighth, ninth, and tenth guns, and set the ship on fire
in several places.

Havinf, by an expedient which, fair as it may be in a ship of
inferior force, can never be pronounced honourable when re-
sorted to by an enemy who possesses ever so slight a superiority,
thrown his antagonist into temporary confusion, Captain Mo-
tard did not, as might have been expected, attempt to carry the
Terpsichore by boarding ; but, as if alarmed by the discovery
that she was a British frigate, hastened to get away from her.
At 7 h. 20 m. ». M., having, by great exertions on the part of her
officers and crew, extinguished the flames, the Terpsichore made
sail as well as she could, and recommenced the action. Deter-
mined, now, to avoid again approximating too closely, the
Sémillante, at 7h. 30 m. p. M., bore away obliquely across the
bows of her antagonist, and, wearing round, came to on the
starboard tack. Following the manceuvre of the Sémillante, the
Terpsichore also wore round, and steered a course the best

F2
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adapted for bringing her guns to.bear with effect ; but the Sé-
millante constantly evaded every attempt of the latter:to close.
At 7h.-45m. p.M. the fire of the Brench frigate began to
-slacken, and at 8 . M. wholly ceased. At this moment, taking
advantage of the crippled state of her antagonist, the Sémillante
bore up and made all sail to the southward and westward.

Being left with scarcel‘y a brace, bowline, tack, or sheet,
having her mizen rigging, fore and main stays, back-stays, main
topsail, and spanker cut to pieces, and her main topmast and
fore and mizen masts ‘much wounded, the Terpsichore, to the
mortification of her officers and crew, was unable, until 8h. 15m.
P. M., to set any sail in pursuit of the flying enemy; who, by a
well-directed fire from her stern-chasers, did additional damage
to the rigging of the Terpsichore, and at 10 p. M. dropped the
latter out of gun-shot astern. At midnight the two ships were
about one mile and a half apart, the %ritish crew sleeping. at
their quarters. At 4 .A.M, on the 16th the Sémillante, who had
changed her course frequently, bore from the Terpsichore west
by south distant nearly two miles. During the 16th, 17th, and
18th, the French frigate kept gradually increasing her distance,
until sunset on the last-named day, when she was no longer to
be seen. On the next morning, however, the two frigates again
descried each other, both still running, under a press of sail, to
the west-south-west. They continued in mutual sight durin
that day and the succeeding night. On the 20th, at 10 h. 30 m.
A. M., favoured by a heavy squall, the Terpsichore, who by this
time had repaired the principal damages in her rigging and
sails, was coming up fast with.the Sémillante: whereupon the
latter reopened a fire from her stern-chasers, double-shotted.
That not checking the progress of her persevering adversary,
the Sémillante was compelled, in order to lighten herself, to cut
away her stern-boat, throw overboard several of her guns, and a
considerable quantity of lumber, and start the principal part of
her water and provisions. This produced the desired effect, and
by midnight the Sémillante had run her pursuer effectually out
of sight.

Ogt of her reduced crew of 180 men and boys, the Terpsichore
lost, and that almost wholly by the explosion, one lieutenant
(Charles Tanes) and.20 men killed, and 22 men wounded, two
of them mortally. A French account of the affair represents the
Sémillante as having suffered so.much in her rigging, as to be
obliged to discontinue the action, but states.nothing further
respecting the loss which the French frigate must have sus-
tained, than that Captain Motard was wounded in the head and
shoulder, and compelled, in consequence, to quit his quarters.
The captain’s wound was, indet;d, of a very serious nature if, as
is alleged, it prevented the Sémillante from making a prize of the
Terpsichore. ¢ Ce.combat efit été infailliblement terminé par
la reddition de ’ennemi, si son feu, principalement dirigé pour

i,
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dégréer, n’efit mis la' frégate de sa majesté dans I'impossibilité
de manceuvrer au moment décisif, et s1 le capitaine, blessé i la
téte et A ’épaule, n’efit été mis hors de combat.”’*

Little do- French officers imagine what a permanent injury
they do to their reputations by this habit of boasting, or rather,
for such it is, of telling downright falsehoods ; and all merely to
gain a little tem‘porary applause from the credulous and un-
Inquisitive part of the community. For his activity as a cruiser,
and his ability as a navigator of the Indian seas, Captain Motard
claims from us the meed of praise. Had he given any thing like
a fair account of the different meetings of the Sémillante with
‘British ships of war, we could have excused him for running
away from them all ; because we know that, what, in one navy,
is looked upon as disgraceful and brings down the severest
punishment, is, in the other navy, not merely overlooked, but
almost enjoined. The captain of a French frigate, that runs
from a dozen English frigates in succession, and executes his
mission, or returns home from his cruise, receives five times as
much applause as the captain, who gallantly engages, and after
?0 hard struggle is compelled to yield to, a decidedly superior

rce.

For a contrast to the conduct of Captain Motard, we need
look no further than to the behaviour of Captain Montagu in
the case we have just done relating. With a frigate, carrying
28 guns and 180 men, he was cruising in the hope to fall in with
a frigate mounting 48 guns, of a much heavier caliber than his
own, and carrying a crew of at least 340 men; and although,.
fortunately for him, he did not encounter the Canonnicre,.
Captain Montagu met, fought, and fairly beat, a French frigate
mounting 40 guns, with a crew of at least 300 men. Could the
Terpsichore, at any one time during the five dais’ chase that
succeeded the battle, have got fairly alongside the Sémillante,.
the officers and crew of the former would, we have no doubt,
have had their wishes realized. As it was, the Terpsichore
returned to Pointe de Galle to refit, and the Sémillante, early in
the month of April, reanchored in Port-Louis for the same pur-
pose. The Sémillante, however, was found to be too much cut
up in her hull to serve again as a cruiser ; especially as, to escape
from the Terpsichore, she had thrown overboard a great part of
her armament. Captain Motard, therefore, as soon as his frigate
was repaired, loaded her with a cargo of colonial produce, valued
at seven million of francs, and set sail for Europe. The same
good fortune, which had attended the Sémillante ever since she
escaped from the British frigate Venus in May, 1793,+ sti}l
accompanied her; and, in the month of February, 1809, this
ll-Fichly- aden French frigate succeeded in entering a port of

rance.

* Dict. Historique, tome iv., p.7. + See vol. i., p. 94
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Although, from the damages she had received in her action
with the Terpischore, the Sémillante, after her return to Port.
Louis in April, was unable to put to sea as a cruiser, there stilt
remained upon the Isle of France station two French national
ships. One was the 40-gun frigate Canonniére, Captain César-
Joseph Bourayne, of whom mention has already been made;
the other, the ship-corvette Jéna, of 18 long 6-pounders and 150
men, commanded by Lieutenant Nicolas Morice. This vessel
bad sailed from Europe as a privateer, but had since been pur-
chased by Governor Decaen to be employed as a national
corvette.

Sometime in the month of August, 1808, the Canonniére
joined the Sémillante in the harbour of Port-Louis; and on the
5th or 6th of September the British 22-gun ship Laurel, Captain
John Charles Woollcombe, arrived off the Isle of France from
the Cape; whence she had been despatched by Vice-admiral
Bertie, the new commander-in-chief on that station, with pro-
visions for two ship-sloops expected to be cruising upon the Isle
of France station. Not finding these sloops, nor any other
British cruiser, off Port-Louis, Captain Woollcombe conceived it
to be his duty, till relieved as he soon expected to be, to watch
the motions of the Sémillante, then supposed to be the only
French frigate in the harboar.

In a day or two after her arrival off the island, the Laurel
recg)tured a Portuguese ship, bound last from the rendezvous
of French prizes in St.-Paul’s bay to Port-Louis. On hoard
this ship, as passengers from Bourbon, were some ladies be-
longing to the Idle of France. The gallantry of Captain
Woollcombe induced him to despatch one of his boats with a
flag of truce to Governor Decaen, requesting the general to
send out a vessel to bring on shore the ladies and their
In the middle of the night the second captain of the Canonnicre,
as he afterwards proved to be, came on board the Laurel in a
flag of truce ; and, having to remain until seven or eight in the
moming before the baggage could all be embarked, monsieur
meade himself thoroug%ly acquainted with the Laurel’s force in
guns and men.

On the 12th, in the afternoon, the Laurel chased a ship almost
under the batteries to the north-east of Port-Louis harbour, and,
discovering the vessel to be a cartel, was about to wear off
the shore with a light breeze from the east-south-east, when &
sail was discovered on the lee bow steering nearly the same course
as the Laurel, The latter consequently stood on, but, from the
position of the stranger, could only make out that she was a ship.
A difference of opinion prevailed as to her force; some of the
officers taking her for a prize Indiaman, others for the
Sémillante, frigate. In a httle while the strange ship hove
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in stays; and her pursuers saw at once that she was a large
French frigate with a commodore’s broad pendant.

This was, as may be conjectured, the Canonniére herself.
Upon the return to Port-Louis of the flag of truce with the
ladies on board, the French officer made such a representation
-of the Laurel’s insignificant force, that Governor Decaen resolved
to send out the nniére to endeavour to bring her in.
In order, too, that the contest might be quickly decided,
and the least possible damage done to the prise, whose
services as a French cruiser were so much in request, a party of
at least 70 soldiers from the garrison, with a captain to command
them, were added to the 340 or 350 officers and seamen com-
posing the crew of the Canonniére. Armed, as has elsewhere
aﬂened, with 48 guns,* manned, as we have just shown, with
full 420 men, and, as a proof that she had no other object
in view than the capture of the Laurel, supplied with only
a few days’ provisions, the Canonnitre put to sea from Port-
Louis. 'lyhe force of the Laurel was precisely that of her sister-
ship, the Comus;+ 22 long 9-pounders on the main deck,
with six carronades, 18-pounders, and two long sixes on the
quarterdeck and forecastle. But, of her complement of 175 men
and hoys, having quitted the Cape short-handed and since
manned a prize, the Laurel had only 144 on board, and &
few of these were sick. In point of relative sise, one ship was
526, the other 1102 tons. :

Notwithstanding all this, the Laurel stood on to meet the
Canomniére; and, as the two vessels approached each other on
opEeite tacks, Captain Woollcombe caﬂed out to the master,
“Lay me as close to her as you can.” It was now about
6b.30m. p.m.; and, just as the Laurel, edging away on the
larboard tack for the Canonniére’s starboard bow, was about to
discharge her foremost starboard maindeck gun, the Canonni¢re
wore. Either from the lightness of the wind, or, as was con-
gidered to be the case on board the Laurel, from the misma-
vagement of her crew, the French frigate came so slowly round,
that the former was enabled to pour into her stern a deliberate,
and, as acknowledged, a destructive fire. At length the Canon-
nikre came to on the larboard tack, and discharged her broad-
side. So well, however, did the master obey the directions
given him by Captain Woollcombe as to running close to his

ist, that, after that first broadside, nearly all the Canon-
ni¢re’s shot flew over the heads of the British crew. In this
way, the wind gradoally sinking by the cannonade to nearly a
<alm, did the two vessels engage, until a few minutes before 8
2.M.; when, having had her rigging of every sort completely
destroyed, the slings of her man yard and her gaff shot away,

* See vol. iv., p. 285. . + Ibid,, p.287.
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and her mizenmast left tottering, the Laurel hauled down her
colours. . _

Out of her 144, or, adding a passenger, Lieutenant Henry
Lynne, who shared the danger of the quarterdeck with Captain
‘Woollcombe, 145 men.and boys, the Laurel, as with every
attempt at explanation must still appear extraordinary, sustained
the comparatively slight loss of nine wounded: her master
(James Douglas), six seamen, and two marines. Three of the
seamen lost each a leg, and one, a boatswain’s mate, died after
amputation, but entirely through his own fault. The incon-
siderate man swallowed a large quantity of raw spirits: the
consequent enlargement of the vessels about the stump burst
the bandages, and he bled to death.

The loss on board the Canonniére, as acknowledged by
Captain Bourayne, amounted to five men killed and 19 wounded ;
but it is believed that the French captain’s report referred to
his proper crew only, and that the captain of the detachment of
troops had also to report to General Decaen a loss of some
serious amount. Indeed the British officers afterwards under-
stood, that the killed and mortally wounded alone in ‘the’
Canonniere exceeded 20. Among the damages received by the
French frigate, was considerable injury to her stern-frame and
quarters, and so many shot in her mizenmast that her crew had
to fish it to prevent its falling. S

As soon as Captain Woolﬁ:ombe, Lieutenant Lynne, and the
Laurel’s first lieutenant, William Ingle Woodman, were brought
on board the Canonniére, Captain Bourayne, an experienced
seaman of the old French school, and a brave officer, returned
them their swords, with a suitable compliment to their gallantry.
On a subsequent day, when these officers and others of the late
Laurel’s crew got back to the Cape of Good Hope, the sentence
of a court-martial most honourably acquitted them of the loss
of their ship; and the president, Captain Josias Rowley, passed
a very handsome encomium upon Captain Woollcombe, for his
brave and able defence of the Laurel against an enemy’s ship,
that was acknowledged to be more than doubly superior to her.
- Until the statement of a contemporary met our eyes, we could
almost have sworn, that every officer in the French, as well as
in the English, naval service would have praised the defence of
the Laurel, and have concurred in the opinion, that no efforts of
Captain Woollcombe, even could they Eave been more skilfally
directed than they were, would have enabled him to succeed
against such a ship as the Canonniere. Of all things, too, the'
individual, who, in dissenting from that opinion, argues against
physical impossibility, is the brother of the gallant officer that
once commanded the Canonniére ; and who, we are sure, would
have gladly encountered, in- the Minerve, as was then the

" frigate’s name, two French ships armed and manned like the
Laurel. Indeed there was not an 18-gun brig in the British
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navy, that with her 32-pounder carronades, would not have
considered herself a match for her. After narrating, in his
usual brief manner (including an omission of the date), the
action between the Laurel ang Canonniére, our contemporary
proceeds thus: ¢ The character of Captain Woolcomb received
no blemish from this misfortune, a court-martial having honour-
ably acquitted him : in his mode of fighting he appears to have
adhered to the old English maxim, of firing at the tier guns.
In a case of this sort, where the opponent was of so much greater’
force, perhaps it would have been better to have directed the
whole fire at' the mainmast-head ; that fallen, the ship might
have become an easy prey to the Laurel.”*

As the absurdity of this statement is so glaring, as to deprive
it of any noxious effect upon the memory of Captain Wooll-
combe (for, as was the case with Lieutenant Edwards of the
Boston, Captain Barker of the Tribune, Captain Brown of the
Asia, and Mr. Metherell, the master of the Carnation, he also
was dead when his conduct was impugned), we shall quit the
subject with remarking, how unfortunate it was, that Captain
Edward Pelham Brenton himself did not command the Laurel
when she fell in with the Canonniére.

On the 8th of October, in the evening, the British 18-pounder
36-gun frigate Modeste, Captain the Honourable George Elliot,
cruising off Sandshead, bay of Bengal, after a nine hours’ chase,
and a running fight of nearly one hour, captured the French
corvette Jéna, still commanded by Lieutenant Morice.t+ The
corvette, when - she struck, was a complete wreck in her sails
and rigging, and had cut away her stern boat and booms, and
thrown three of her remaining boats overboard ; but suffered
no loss. The Modeste was not so fortunate, having had her
master, Mr. William Donovan, represented as a very valuable
and gallant officer, killed, and one seaman wounded.

The Jéna was afterwards added to the British navy, in lieu,
and under the name of the ship-sloop Victor, which it had been
found necessary to break up ; and whose 18 guns (16 carronades,
32-pounders, and two sixes) and crew were placed on board the
former. As the new Victor was neither so large nor so fine a
vessel as the old Victor, and the latter was a similar vessel,
except in point -of rig, to the British 18-gun brig-sloop, it is
grobable that the statement in Captain Elliot’s letter, that the

éna was “ pierced for 24 guns,” is a mistake. Unimportant as
this error may appear, the facility with which Mr. Steel could
change “pierced for” into “ mounting,” or *of,” contributed,
we verily believe, when this corvette again got into the hands of
the French, to dignify her with the appellation of “ frigate.”

On the 11th of June, in the evening, the British 18-pounder
36-gun frigate Euryalus, Captain the Honourable George

#* Brenton, vol. iv., p. 278. + See p. 70.
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Heneage Lawrence Dundas, and 18-gun brig-sloop Cruiser,

‘Captain George Charles Mackenzie, beini in the Great Belt; .

discovered off the entrance of the river Naskon several vessels at
anchor very close to the shore. Captain Dundas immediately
despatched four boats from the frigate and brig, under the
orders of Lieutenant Michael Head, assisted by midshipmen
Francis Wemyss, James William Otto Ricketts, Bemard Yeo
man, Jacob Richards, Philip Gaymore, Richard Moffat, and
Edward Loveday, to endeavour to destroy them.

- Lieutenant Head and his party, in a very gallant manner,
boarded and carried a large Danish gun-vessel, mounting two
long 18-pounders, with a crew of 64 men, and moored within
hal% pistol-shot of a battery of three long 18-pounders, and of
a body of troops that lined the beach. Besides bringing off the
gun-boat, the British set fire to and destroyed two large vessels
fitted for the reception of troops; and the whole service was
executed with so slight a loss to the British as one man slightly
wounded. On the part of the Danes, however, the loss was
serious, amounting to seven men killed and 12 wounded.

Although, since the last affair at Copenhagen, the Danes had
lost all, or nearly all, of their line-of-battle ships and frigates,
ey possessed some very stout brigs of war, and an immense.
number of well-armed gun-boats. In the calms that frequently

prevailed in the Danish waters, the latter were particularly de-.
structive to the British cruisers and convoys. The convoys were .

generally under the protection of one or more gun-brigs, &
description of vessel, from their light carronade-armament,

culiarly exposed to successful atta.cis by the long 18, 24, and in
some cases 36, pounders of the gun-boats. On the 4th of June,
during a calm in the Great Belt, the Tickler gun-brig, com-
manded by Lieutenant John W. Skinner, was attacked by four
Danish gun-boats, and, after a conflict of four hours, in which
she had her commander and 14 men killed and 22 wounded, out
of a complement of 50 men and boys, was obliged to surrender.
For the loss of their vessel under such imperative circum-
stances, the surviving officers and crew obtained an honourable

uittal.
ac%n the 9th of June, at 2 p. u., the British bomb-vessel Thun-
der, Captain James Caulfield, accompanied by the gun-brigs
Charger, Lieutenant John Aitkin Blow, Piercer, Lieutenant
John Sibrell, and Turbulent, Lieutenant George Wood, and a
homeward-bound convoy of 70 merchant vessels, got under way
from Malmo road, with a moderate nortberly wind. At 4 h. 30 m.
P. M. the wind began to fall, and at 5 p.M. entirely subsided.
At 5h. 20 m., just as the convoy had arrived abreast of the
south end of the island of Saltholm, 256 Danish gun-vessels com-
meneed an attack upon the Turbulent, whose station was in the
rear. As the gun-boats approached, the Turbulent opened a fire
upon them from her 18-pounder carronades, and the Thunder
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threw shells and one-pound balls from her mortars, but the
Ch and Piercer were at too great a distance to co-operate.
At 5h. 40 m. . M. the Turbulent’s main topmast was shot away.
‘The gun-boats shortly afterwards pulled close alongside the
British brig, and boarded and captured her.

‘At 6 p. M., having secured their prize, the Danes formed on
- both quarters and astern of the Thunder, and kept up, as they
rapidly advanced, a heavy fire. The Thunder got her two 6-
pounders out of the stern-ports, and returned the fire both from
them and from her broadside carronades (24-pounders) as the
latter could be brought to bear. At 9h. 30m. p.m. she cut
away her launch and jollyboat, they having been shot to pieces.
At 10h. 10m,, finding tﬁ,ey could not induce the bomb to haul
down her colours, the gun-boats ceased firing, and retired with
the 10 or 12 rear vessels which they had been enabled to capture.
‘We have no means of showing the loss, if any, sustained by the
Turbulent or Thunder; but we find that, for s gallant defence,
Captain Caulfield received the public approbation of Vice-
admiral Sir James Saumarez, the commander-in-chief in the
Baltic, and that Lieutenant Wood, for the loss of his brig, was
honourably acquitted by the sentence of a-court-martial.

On the 2d_‘3' August the gun-brig Tigress, Lieutenant Edward
Nathaniel Greenswood, after a contest of one hours’ duration,
and a loss of two men killed and eight wounded, was taken in
the Great Belt by 16 Danish gun-vessels. Of this action, as
well as of that which preceded the capture of the Tickler, we
should have been glad to have been enabled to give a more par-
ticular account, but our researches have failed us in procuring
details of either.

On the 1st of October the British 18-gun brig-sloop Cruiser,
acting commander Lieutenant Thomas Wells, being off the
‘Wingo beacon at the entrance of Gottenbourg, fell in with about
20 armed cutters, luggers, gun-vessels, and row-boats. Having,
as we suppose, 8 commanding breeze, the Cruiser dealt with this
Danish flotilla much in the same manner as, three or four years

vious, she was accustomed to deal with the famous French

illa in the neighbourhood of Ostende. So far from capturing .
her, she captured one of them, a schuyt-rigged vessel, of ten 4~ .
mders and 32 men, and compelled the remainder of the
illa to take shelter under the batteries of the island of

As, instead of the letter of Lieutenant Wells, an abstract only
(apractice at this time becoming frequent) was published in the
Loadop Gazette, and as we have been unable to supply the de-
ficiency in the account from our usual sources of information, we
are again prevented from giving details. It gratifies us, however,
to be able to state, that, in seven or eight weeks after his suc~
cessful encounter with the Danish gun-boats, Lieutenant Wells
was promoted to the rank of commander.
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On the 156th of October the British n ship Africa, Cap-

tain John Barrett, accompanied by the Thunder bomb-vessel
and one or two gun-brigs, sailed from Carlscrona in Sweden with
a homeward-bound convoy of 137 sail. On the morning of the
20th the whole of this convoy, except one vessel captured and.
three which had run on shore and were destroyed, got safe into
the channel of Malmo. While the smaller vessels of war and the
convoy anchored in that roadstead, the Africa, for their better
protection, anchored about eight miles to the southward of the
town of Drago, on the Danish island of Amag. At about 40
minutes past noon, observing a flotilla of gun-boats advancing
to attack the convoy, the Africa got under way and stood: to:
meet them. At 1 p. M. thelittle wind there had been died away’
to a calm; and the Danish flotilla, rowing towards the Africa,
was now seen to consist of 25 large gun and mortar boats, and
geven armed launches, mounting between them, upon a moderate
estimate, 80 heavy long guns, and manned with upwards of
1600 men.
* At 1h. 15m. p.m. the Africa shortened sail and cleared for
action; and at 2h. 65m. the gun-boats advanced within gun-
shot upon the ship’s quarters and bows, and commenced an ani-
mated fire of round and grape. The Africa returned the fire by
such of her guns as she could bring to bear; and in this way
the engagement continued without intermission until 6 h. 45 m.
P. M., when the darkness put an end to it. During the action the
Africa had her colours twice shot away; and .each time the
Danes advanced cheering, thinking they had gained the day.
The British crew quickly rehoisted the colours, and, cheering n
their turn, gave the Danish crew such a salute as sent them
quickly back to their secure retreat upon their motionless op-
ponent’s A(}ual*ters and bows. .

The Africa had her lower masts and lower yards badly
wounded, and the greater part of the standing and running
rigging and sails cut to pieces. Her two cutters were entirely
destroyed, and her remaining boats disabled. Her hull was
struck in many places, several large shot had entered between
wind and water, and her stern was much shattered. The loss
on board the Africa was proportionably severe. It amounted
to nine seamen and marines }llilled, the captain (slightly), two
lieutenants of marines (Thomas Brattle and John George
Richardson), the captain’s two clerks, one midshipman, and 47
seamen and marines wounded. The loss among the Danes it is
impossible to state ; but one or two of their boats were seen to
go down. The difficulty of hitting such small objects, and the
care the gun-boats took to station themselves where few shot
could reach them, render it probable that the Danish loss was
comparatively trifling.

Captain Barrett walked the deck during the whole engage-
ment, perfectly cool and composed, and kept exhorting the men
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.to persevere in their resistance. After the action was over, he
gave up both his cabins to the wounded ; and, following their
captain’s example, the officers gave up their cots for the same
humane purpose. Had the daylight and calm continued two
hours longer, the Africa must either have sunk orsurrendered, As
it was, her disabled state sent the ship back to Carlscrona to refit.

One salutary effect of the restriction imposed by Great Britain
on ‘neutral . commerce was, that it obliged France to carry on,
in the best manner she could, her own trade with her colonies.
Hence the frigates and corvettes, of the latter. power, instead of,
-when- they . got to sea, roaming about the ocean to capture or
destroy the merchant vessels of the former, ran straight for
Guadaloupe or Martinique, deeply laden with troops, ordnance-
stores, and provisions, and, in.consequence, were less likely to
escape from a chasing force.

On the 11th of August, at 8 h. 30 m. a.m., latitude 45° 58

.north, longitude 5° 4' west, the British -18-gun shi -sloop
Comet, Captam Cuthbert Featherstone Daly, observed three
-strangers in the north-north-east. These were a small French
squadron, which had sailed from Lorient on the 9th, bound to
Martinique with a supply of flour for the colony, and consisted
of the 18-gun ship-corvette Diligente, Captain Jean-Francois
Lemaresquier, and 16-gun brig-corvettes Espiégle and Sylphe,
Captains Joseph Francgois-Léon Maujouen and .Louis-Marie
Clément, all armed, we believe, with i“rench .24-pounder car-
.ronades, and long sixes for bow-chasers. :

At 9 a.m. the Comet, having approached nearer to the stran-
gers, made them out to be three enemy’s corvettes; and, con-
sidering it likely that if he altered his course they would chase

-and overpower him by their united superiority, Captain Daly
-boldly stood on. Whether alarmed by the frigate-built appear-
ance of the Comet, or that he considered himself bound by his
. orders to hasten to his destination, the French commodore tacked
from the Comet, and, with his two consorts, made all sail to the
north-north-east. At noon the Diligente, having much outsailed
.the two brigs, tacked again and stood to the southward.

Feeling no hesitation about attacking the two brigs, Captain
Daly made all sail in chase of them. At 3h.30m, p.m.
the Espiégle, which.was the headmost brig, tacked, and passed
to windward of the Comet at the distance of about two gun-

shots. At5 p.m. the Sylphe, in. pursuit of which the Comet
continued, hoisted French colours and commenced firing her
stern-chasers. At 5h. 20m. p.Mm,, having got within pistol-shot
of her, the Comet opened her fire; and at the expiration of
20 minutes, being much disabled, and having, out of her crew of
98 men and boys, lost -one midshipman and five men killed, and
two midshipmen and.three men wounded, the Sylphe hauled
down her colours.

-In this very gallant affair on the part of Captain Daly, the
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Comet had not a man hurt ; but her main and maintop mests
were badly wounded, and her sails and rigging cut. The
Sylphe a fine brig of 343 tons, was afterwards added to the
British navy under the name of Seagull. Lieutenant James
Tomkinson, first of the Comet, was much commended by C
tain Daly in his official letter, and became a commander, as
lists inform us, in March, 1810. To the additional credit of the
crew of the Comet on this occasion, they consisted chiefly of
newly-raised men.

The Espiégle afterwards succeeded in joining her remaining
consort, and the two vessels proceeded in company to the
westward. On the 16th, however, they were fallen in with by
the British 38-gun frigate Sibylle, Captain Clotworth{ Upton.
After a chase of some continuance, the Diligente by her good
sailing escaped ; but the Espiégle was captured, and, under
the name of Electra, became added to the British navy.

Proceeding alone to her destination, ‘the Diligente met no
further obstruction until the 6th of September, in latitude
17° 50’ north, longitude from Greenwich 68° 201"west. g:;:h:
day, at 6 A.M., the British 18-gun brig-sloop Recruit, i
Ch);rles Napier, standing close ha on tll’xe starboard tack
with the wind from the east by north, discovered the Diligente
in the north-east, going free on the larboard tack, or in the
direction of the island of Martinique. The Recruit immediately
tacked, and made all sail in chase ; and at 7h. 30 m. A.n. fired
two shot at the strange ship, and hoisted her colours. At 8h.
15m. A.M. the Diligente tacked to preserve the weathergage,
and in less than a quarter of an hour afterwards hoisted a French
ensign and pendant.

At 8b.30m. A.m. the two vessels, the Recruit on the
larboard, and the Diligente on the starboard tack, passed each
other within pistol-shot, and exchanged broadsides. On this
occasion Captain Napier was wounded, but not, we believe, so
as to oblige him to quit the deck. At 8h. 40 m. both vessels,
having passed out of gun-shot, tacked, and egh'u.n exchanged
broadsides. The Diligente then wore, with the intention of
raking the Recruit astern ; but the brig wore also, and brought
her antagonist to close action with the larboard guns. At 9h.
20m. a.m. the second lieutenant (Moses De Willetts) was
wounded. In this way, broadside to broadside, the actien
continued until 11 h. 30 m. A.m.; when the Recruit had her
mainmast shot away. While this lay over the stern the bm
continued the action with her foremost guns, and made se
attempts to board her antagonist; but the Diligente every time
sheered off. The French ship then backed her mizen topsail,
and, shooting up under the brig’s stern, raked her. As the
Diligente stood along her starboard beam, the Recruit returned
this fire ; but the Diligente reserved her next broadside, until,
bearing up athwart the bows of her disabled antagonist, she
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was enabled to bestow it with more effect. The Diligente then
stood along the brig’s larboard beam, with the intention probably
of running round her a second time; but a well-directed fire
from the g.ecmit blew up a part of the ship’s quarter, and cut
away her stern-boat filled with small-arm men. Immediately
on this the Diligente put her helm up, and ran away before the
wind. :

The Recruit quickly set about clearing the wreck, refitting her
rigging, rebreeching and remounting her carronades, many of
w%uch ad upset, and preparing herself to renew the action with
the French ship ; who then lay upon her lee beam repairing her
- damages. At 2 p.m., having got ready to engage, the Recruit
bore up to close; but the Diligente, setting courses, topsails, and
topgallantsails, hanled to the wind on the starboard tack. At
4 p.u. the Recruit got upa jury mainmast and set a royal upon
it, and hoisting her fore topsail, endeavoured again to close ; but
every effort. was in vain, and by 7h. 30 m. p.m. the Diligente
had run herself completely out of sight.

Notwithstanding the very serious nature of her damages, the
Recruit does not appear to have had more than one man killed,
and a few, besides the captain and second lieutenant, wounded.
The brig was of course obliged to make the best of her way
into port to get & new mainmast, and on the 10th she anchored
in Carlisle bay, Barbadoes. The extent of the loss which the
Diligente sustained has not been made public; but we must
suppose it to have been very heavy, to excuse Captain Lemares-
quier for having abandoned the action after he had knocked
away his antagonist’s mainmast. He, indeed, takes care to
assign a sufficient reason for his retreat ; no less than that several
enemy’s vessels were in sight, although not a sail of any kind,
except the Diligente herself, could be discovered from the
Recruit. His opponent the French cal)tain takes to have been
¢ le Curieux, de 20 carronades de 32,”* and says: “Ce dernier
a été totalement désemparé, et n'a échappé que parce que la
Diligente, ayant une mission importante et voyant plusieurs
bfitimens ennemis, n’a pas dii s’exposer en poursuivant son
avantage, & ne voir couper le chemin de sa destination.” This
destination the Diligente reached in safety, and, at the surrender
of Martinique a few months afterwards, was one of the few
French national vessels that fell into the hands of the conquerors.
The Diligente was a ship of 371 tons, and became added to the
British navy by the name of St.-Pierre, the port in which she
was found by her captors. - ’

On the 20th of September, at 6 A. ., Pointe Antigua, island
of Guadaloupe, bearing south-west, the British gun-brig Mana,
of twelve 12-pounder carronades and two long fours, with 65

*'See vol. iv., p.847. The brig was at this time lying at an anchor in the
harbour of Halifax, Nova-Scotia,

N\



80 LIGHT SQUADRONS AND SINGLE SHIPS. 1808.

.men and boys, commanded by Lieutenant James Bennett, saw
and chased a sail bearing south-east.by south, in the hope to cut
her off from the land, towards which the vessel, supposed to be
a French letter of marque, was then steering. Instead, however,
of being a letter .of marque, the stranger was the ship-corvette
Département-des-Landes, now mounting 16 carronades, 24-

ounders, and four lonE 8-pounders* on the main deck, and two
grass 6-pounders on the quarterdeck, besides a large swivel on
the forecastle, with a crew of .at least 160 men and boys, com-
manded by Captain Joseph-Frangois Raoul.

Just as the Maria bad got within gun-shot of her opponent,
a flaw of wind from the land took the brig aback. The weather
almost , immediately afterwards fell dead calm, and the Maria,
in consequence, lay with her stern exposed to the broadside of
the corvette ; who, hoisting her ensign and pendant and raising
her ports, poured into the British brig a most destructive raking
fire. Before the Maria could get her sweeps to act, the
Département-des-Landes was enabled to give her a second
broadside; and, when the brig did sweep herself round, her fire
was too insignificant to be of much avail, while the effect of that
of her opponent was soon visible in the shattered state of the
Maria’s masts, yards, rigging, and hull. Owing to the latter’s
ensign-halyards having been shot away, her colours came down.
On this the French captain asked if she had struck. Lieutenant
Bennett replied “ No.” Presently afterwards this gallant officer
received three grape shots into his body, and fell dead beneath
the colours which he had rehoisted.

The action was still maintained with spirit, for several minutes,
by the master, Mr. Joseph Dyason; when the Maria, being in a
sinking state, and having lost, besides her captain, one midship-
man (Robert O’Donnel) and four seamen killed and nine
wounded, surrendered. One or two men slightly wounded ap-
pears to have been the extent of the loss sustained by the French
corvette ; and, considering the unmanageable state of her oppo-
nent at the commencement of the action, and her very inferior
force, that was as much as could be expected. Scarcely had the
Département-des-Landes taken possession of the Maria and re-
moved the prisoners, than the prize-crew were compelled to run
the vessel on shore to prevent her from sinking under them.
;Nolzhin%l could _better testify the gallantry with which the
Maria had been defended, and that against a ship in every
resK;ct but gallantry so decidedly her superior.

r. Dyason, who writes the official letter to Sir Alexander
Cochrane, calls, or by the Gazette is made to call, his opponent,
“le Sards.” As the Département-de-la Manche FrencR frigate
was mostly, for shortness, called Manche ;} so the Département-
des-Landes, we have no doubt, was named by her officers and

For her armament in 18035, see vol. iv., p. 189. - } See vol. iv;, p. 337.
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crew “les Landes.” This accounts pretty well for the name
given to the corvette in Mr. Dyason’s letter; and our contem-
porary, having no better guide, is excusable for adoi)\ting the same
name, or rather “ le Sarde,” a word, by the by, as here spelt, not
French. But how happens Captain Brenton to call the Maria’s
opponent a “ brig of war,”* when Mr. Dyason and Sir Alexander
d)ochmne had both officially stated that she was a ship? We -
know, too, from the French Captain’s account, that she was
the Département-des-Landes. ' %his very corvette, it will be
" recollected, was one of Captain Mudge’s “two frigates;}
and, if any person was justified in applying that term to the
French ship, it was the officer who lay alongside of herin a brig
of 172 tons. Nowhere, however, in Mr.n%yason’s letter, nor
in Sir Alexander Cochrane’s, does the word * frigate’” appear.

After carrying his prize into Martinique, Captain Raoul sailed
again on his voyage to France. On &e" 8th of November, in
latitude 21° north, longitude (from Paris) 64° west, the
Département-des-Landes, according to the French accounts, fell
in with an English brig of war, ¢ carrying 32-pounder carronades,”
and, after an action of two hours, dismasted and would have
taken the brig, but for the appearance of “ two British frigates”
advancing to her relief. Captain Raoul states his loss on this
occasion at only two men killed and a few wounded. Although
we have searched the logs of six or seven of the 18-gun brigs
at this time cruising in the West Indies, we have not been so
successful as to discover the brig engaged by the Département-
des-Landes. There were, however, three or four brig-sloops with
24-pounder carronades, and some gun-brigs with only 18-
pounders, stationed off the French islands. Having escaped
from the two British frigates, the Département-des-Landes
hastened towards Europe, and on the 8th of December was
fortunate enough to reach the river of Bordeaux.

On the 10th of November, at 6 h. 42 m. p. M., while the
British 18-pounder 36-gun fngate Amethyst, Captain Michael
Seymour, with the wind at east-north-east, was standing from
the north-west point of the island of Groix towards the main land
of France, a battery at Larmour fired several shot apparently at
her. In three or four minutes afterwards a sail was observed
astern, running about west by south. The Amethyst immediately
wore in chase, and presently fired two muskets to bring to the
strange vessel, now discovered to be a large ship. The latter
was, in fact, the French 40-gun friﬁte Thétis, Captain Jacques
Pinsum, from Lorient bound to Martinique, with troops and
1000 barrels of flour, besides other stores. It was therefore the
object of the Thétis to pursue her course, and she did so under
all sail. 'We may here mention, that it was at this ship that the
French battery had fired, not having received notice of her
intended departure.

* Brepton, vol. iv., p. 272, -+ See vol.iv., p. 144,

YOL. V. G
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At 9 p. M. the Amethyst, having got within a quarter of a
mile, discharged her bow gun at the Thétis, who smartly returned
4he fire from one of her stern-chasers. ‘Convinced now that the
latter was an enemy, Captain Seymour, as his duty prescribed,
let off one or two rockets, and soon saw them answered. by three
flashes in the east-north-east. The ship that did ‘this was the
- Triumph 74, Captain Sir Thomas Masterman Hardy, and whe
instantly made sail in the direction of the rockets. Shortly after
firing her stern-chasers, the Thétis took in her lower studding-
gails, and the Amethyst the whole of her studding-sails and her
royals. At 9h. 15 m. the Thétis, then going nine knots, suddenly .
luffed to on the starboard tack, with tEe intention of raking the
Amethyst, who was advancing upon her weather quarter. To
avoid the rake, and yet be ready to close, the Amethyst put her
helm hard a-starboard ; and, the instant the Thétis had dis-
charged her starboard broadside, the Amethyst shifted her helm
to hard a-port, and, just clearing the French ship’s starboard
quarter, shot up in the wind right abreast of her to windward.
In this way a close and furious action commenced between the
two frigates ; who, losing their way, fell round off and stood
again to the westward, engaging broadside to broadside.

At 9h. 40 m. p. M., the Amethyst shooting :a little ahead, the
Thétis attempted to cross her opponent’s stern, and rake or gain
the wind of her; but, not having room, ran her jib-boom between
the Amethyst’s main and mizen rigging. After being a few
minutes in this position, the two ships separated, and went off in
hot action, steering nearly the same course as before. At 10:h.
65m. p.m., having got sufficiently ahead to execute the ma-
nceuvre, the Amethyst put her helm hard a-starboard, and,
crossing her opponent’s hawse, raked her severely. The Ame~
thyst then put her helm hard a-port, and brought the Thétis a
little before her starboard beam, still running with the wind
about a point on the starboard quarter. At 10 h. 20m. p. M. the
mizenmast of the Amethyst eame down, and, falling in-board,
broke and damaged the wheel, and encumbered the whole
quarterdeck. Scarcely had the Thétis increased her distance by
this disaster of her antagonist, than her own mizenmast fell over
the side, and the two ships again lay abreast of each other.

At 11 ». M., having for the last half hour been gradually sheer-
ing closer, the Thétis put-her helm a-starboard, and steered to
lay the Amethyst on board. Aware that the Thétis, -after
striking the Amethyst on the bow, would rebound off and bring
the quarters of the two ships together, Captain Seymour reserved
his fire. The ships met at the bows, and then at the quarters,
and off went the whole broadside of the Amethyst, with double-
round from the maindeckers and grape from the carronades. As,
Just before the discharge, the French officers, troops, and sea~
men were assembled on the quarterdeck ready to spring on
board the British frigate, its gestructiv‘e effect may be partly
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imagined : one proof of it was, that four guns only were returned
by the Thétis. In a minute or two afterwards the outer arm of
the Amethyst’s best bower anchor entered the foremost maindeck
port of the Thétis, and held her fast. In this way the action
was maintained, with destructive effect on both sides, particularly
to the Thétis, who had been set on fire in several places, until
about 20 minutes, Fast midnight ; when, having completely .
silenced the guns of her antagonist, the Amethyst boarded and
carried her.

The following diagram will explain the manceuvres that took
place in this action; but we must observe, that the straight
tracks, as in many other similar cases, are necessarily shortened,
to suit the space to which we are restricted. The difference in
the time, and the rate at which the ships may be supposed to
have been sailing, will show the impracticability of an adherence
%o truth in this unessential point. '
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It was not until 45 minutes past midnight, after several pri~
-soners had been received by the Amethyst, that her cable was
-cut and the Thétis disentangled. In five minutes afterwards the
fore and main masts of the Thétis went over the side. At 1h.
15 m. A.m. on the 11th, a light was observed in the north-east,
and the Triumph soon came up under a press of sail. In about
another quarter of an hour the 38-gun frigate Shannon, Captain
Philip Bowes Vere Broke, joined from the westward, and, after
receiving on board several prisoners, took the prize, now wholly
dismasted, in tow.

The Amethyst (of same force as San-Fiorenzo, at vol. iv.,
P- 123) had her rigging and sails cut to pieces, and, besides the
fall of her mizenmast, had her fore and main masts greatly in-
jured. She had also three feet and a half water in the hold
from the number of shot-holes in her hull. Her loss, out of @
crew of 261 men and boys, amounted to one second lieutenaut
©f marines (Bernard Kindall), 102 seamen, and eight marines

G
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killed, and one first lieutenant of marines (Samuel John Payne,
. ‘dangerously), one master’s mate (Richard Gibbings, mortally),
one midshipman (Lawford Miles, severeléz, her boatswain (Leo-
pard Taylor), captain’s clerk (Thomas Gilson), 32 seamen, 12
marines, and two boys wounded ; total, 19 killed and 51 wounded.
The Thétis (same force as Minerva, at vol. iv., p. 232) was dread-
fully shattered as well as dismasted ; and, out of a crew, in-
cluging 106 French soldiers, of 436 men and boys, had her
captain, and 134 officers, seamen, and soldiers killed, and 102
wounded.

COMPARATIVE FORCE OF THE COMBATANTS.

N AMETHYSY, 1‘5:;213.
. 0. 21
Br“dslde'gnm.uouou-u.u.uu. { lbs. 467 524
Crew ...... No. 261 436
Size tons 1046 1090

Here stands another frigate action, in which the comparative
statement, in every line of figures on the French side, exhibits a
superiority of force, particularl‘y in crew. There is, however, a
circamstance or two, which, fairly considered, will be allowed
to bring the odds a little nearer to an equality. The object of
the Thgtis, from the first, was to gain her destination, not to
fight ; and even, had it been otherwise, an exchange of night-
signals, at the commencement of the chase, must have informed
her that a friend to her antagonist, and consequently a foe to
her, was not many miles distant. Still the Thétis fought man-
fully, and did not surrender till every hope had fled.

'ﬂle crew of the Amethyst, in the heavy loss and damage they
inflicted upan the Thétis, proved the high state of discipline to
which they had been brought by therr commander and his
officers. If any thing can add to the merits of Captain Seymour
on the occasion, it is the modesty of his published account, and
the handsome eulogium he pays to the gallantry of Lieutenant
Joseph Dedé, the surviving commander of the Thétis; who, he
says, acted with singular firmness, and was the only Frenchman
on the quarterdeck when the British boarded.

Unfortunately, Lieutenant Dedé lost the esteem of his generous.
eaptor, by uniting with the two officers who were next to him-
self in command on board the Thétis, in swearing before the
prize-court, by way of making the thing go down better with
the French government, that the Thétis was captured by a 74
and two frigates. This is easily disproved. When the Thétis
had been, not only taken possession of by, but cut clear from,
ihe Amethyst, the appearance of a large ship, coming down
ander a press of sail from the eastward, occasioned Captain
Seymour to ask Lieutenant Dedé, if he had previously seen any
ship, or expected any other to sail from Lorient. The lieutenant
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answered decidedly, that he had seen no ship, and did not know
that any was to sail that night. But & more satisfactory refuta~
tion of the sworn assertion of the French officers is contained in
the following extract from a letter written by an officer on board
the Triumph, and published at or about the same time as Cap-
tain Seymour’s official letter : “ At 12 they ceased firing, and at
1 A.M. we saw the two ships close to us.” And the Shannon,
it is admitted, did not join until a quarter of an hour or 20
minutes after the Triumpl{.

Soon after the return of the Amethyst to port, her first lieu-
tenant, Mr. Goddard Blennerhasset, was promoted to the rank
of commander. Captain Seymour, in his official letter, speaks
also in high terms of his second and third lieutenants, William
Hill and Edward Thomas Crouch ; as well as of the master of
the Amethyst, Mr. Robert Fair. The prise was purchased for
the British navy, and, under the name of Brune (a Thetis being
already in the service), was subsequently added, as a cruising
. frigate, to the large class of 38s.

n the 12th of November the three new French 4
frigates Vénus, Commodore Jacques-Felix~-Emmanuel Hamelin,
Junon, Captain Jean-Baptiste-Augustin Rousseau, and Amphi-
trite, with whose captain’s name we are unacquainted, accom-
panied by the brig-corvettes Cigne and PaL)illon and two armed
schooners, put to sea from the road of Cherbourg; the Vénus
bound to the Isle of France, and the remaining two frigates and
smaller vessels to Martinique and Guadaloupe, with ordnance
stores and provisions.

Just as this squadron reached the Antilles, a separation, either
by accident or design, appears to have taken place. At all
events the Cigne, and the twoschooners, at 11 A. M. on the 12th
of December, were discovered at anchor off the Pearl rock, by
the gun-brig Morne-Fortunée, Lieutenant John Brown; who
immediately made a signal to that effect to Captain Francis
Augustus Collier, of the 12-pounder 32-gun frigate Circe, the
commodore of a small British squadron stationed between that
rock and the town of St.-Pierre.

Immediately the Circe, accompanied by the 1 ship-sloop
Stork, Captain George Le Geyt, 16-gun brig-sloop Epervier,
Captain Thomas Tudor Tucker, and advice-schooner Express,
Lieutenant William Dowers, made sail towards St.-Pierre’s;
which one of the French schooners was endeavouring to reach,
by being towed alongshore under cpver of a body of troops on
the beach. Finding it impossible, owing to the near approach
of the Stork, to get between the port of St.-Pierre and the Circe,
the schooner ran on shore under a battery of four guns, flanked
by two smaller ones, and defended also by the troops that had
accompanied her from her anchorage at the Pearl. Immediately
the Circe, followed by the Stork and Morne-Fortunée, stood in
to attack the batteries ; and, engaging them within pistol-shot,
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soon silenced the two smaller batteries and drove the troops from
the beach.

Observing at this time that the French brig and the schooner
in her company were unlading, Captain Collier directed the
Mome-Fortunée to watch the motions of the schooner on shore,
and to give similar orders to the Epervier on her comfing up;
and then, with the Circe, Stork, and Express, he made sail
~ towards the Cigne and her consort, now lying well to windward,
close to the rocks, and under the protection of four batteries and
a considerable number of troops, with field-pieces, assembled on
the beach. Having manned her barge and two cutters, with 68
officers and men, under the command of Lieutenant Charles
Henry Crooke, Mr. William Collman the purser, and Mr. Wil-
liam Smith the master, and directed Lieutenant Crooke to lie
off until the French brig’s fire slackened, the Circe, followed by
the Stork and Express, stood in and opened a close and well-
%irec}f;ed fire upon the brig, the batteries, and the troops on the

ach.

As soon as the Circe and Stork, which latter ship had manned
her boats to assist those of the former, had run past the batteries
and brig, Lieutenant Crooke, without waiting for the Stork’s
boats, dashed on, in the most gallant manner, and boarded the
Cigne. It happened, in this instance, that gallantry did not
meet its accustomed reward. The three boats were defeated
with dreadful slaughter. One boat was taken, another sunk,
and the third entirely disabled ; and, out of the 68 men detached
from her, the Circe lost nine killed, 21 wounded, and 26 miss-
ing : total 56, including, among the badly wounded, Lieutenant
Crooke, in four places, and Mr. Collman the purser. It being,
when the issue of this unfortunate business was known, quite
dark, the Circe stood: off from the shore; leaving the 18-gun
brig-sloop Amaranthe, Captain Edward Pelham %renton, who
had just joined company, to watch the Cigne during the night.

At daylight on the 13th the French brig got under way, and,
aided by her sweeps and boats, stood alongshore for St.-
Pierre’s. Captain Brenton having in the handsomest manner
volunteered to bring aut the Cigne, the Amaranthe, towed by
‘the boats of the Circe and Stork, used her utmost endeavours to
close with her. At 10 a.m. the Cigne grounded near several
batteries to the northward of St.-Pierre’s: whereupon the
British brig tacked and worked in, under a heavy fire from the
French brig, and particularly from the batteries, by which the
Amaranthe had one man killed and five wounded. The Circe and
the rest of the squadron, meanwhile, were engaging the bat-
teries to leeward. By her close and well-directed fire, the Ama-
ranthe soon obliged the crew of the Cigne to quit their vessel
‘and take to the shore: immediately on which the boats of the
Amaranthe, Circe, and Stork, led Lieutenant James Hay,
first of the Amaranthe, gallantly boa.rged‘ and carried the Cigne,




1808. BOATS OF KENT AND WIZARD AT NOLL 87

i'l:a thl? face of a heavy fire from the batteries and troops on the
ch.

The prize having bilged, it was impossible to get her off : the
British, therefore, were obliged to be contented with destroying
her. Captain Brenton, having again volunteered, proceeded.
with a party to destroy the French schooner, then also on shore.
By 9 .M., after overcoming a resistance that wounded Mr.
Joshua Jones, the master of the Amaranthe, and killed one and'
wounded three seamen belonging to the Express, the British set

. fire to and burnt the schooner. But for the rash act of Lieu~
tenant Crooke (and yet who, under such circumstances, could
refrain ?) the whole of this enterprise would have been accom~
ﬁshed with a very slight loss. As it was, the loss amounted to

killed, 31 wounded, and 26 missing; a part of the latter
probably drowned, the remainder prisoners.

The other corvette, the Papillon, appears to have reached St.
Pierre unseen by any British. ship; and on the 19th, in the
morning, the Ampbhitnte was discovered, close to Pigeon island,

the British 38-gun frigate Ethalion, Captain Thomas Co-
chrane, 18-gun ship-sloop Star,. Captain William Paterson, and
advice-boat Express. The French frigate, being to windward
and ably manceuvred, managed to escape into Fort-Royal bay,
after receiving a few ineffectual shot from the Ethalion and
Star. The remaining French frigate, the Junon, arrived safe at
Guadaloupe.

Ohn the 14th of November, at 8 h. 30 m. A. M., the British 64-
gun ship Polyphemus, Captain William Pryce Cumby, cruising
off the city of Santo-Domingo, despatched her beats in chase of
the French national schooner Colibri, of three carriage-guns and
63 men, commanded by a lieutenant de vaisseau, which was
attempting to enter the road. At 9 h. 20 m. Lieutenant Joseph
Daly, with the barge, in the face of a heavy fire of grape and
musketry, boarded and carried the schooner. In accomplishing
this very gallant service, the barge had one marine killed ; an
the French, in defending their vessel, had one man killed and
five wounded.

On.the 1st of August the British 74-gun sh‘;& Kent, Captain
Thomas Rogers, and 16-gun brig-sloop Wizard, Captain
William Ferris, running along the coast of Italy from Genoa to
Cape Del Melle, discovered a convoy of 10 sail of coasters
deeply laden, lying at anchor, underthe protection of a gun-boat,
close to the beach abreast of the town of Noli. As there
appeared a chance, by a prompt attack, of bringing out the
vessels before the enemy had time to collect his force, Captain
Rogers despatched the boats of the Kent and Wizard, under the
orders of Lieutenant. William Cashman, second of the Kent,
assisted by Lieutenants James Lindsay and Fairfax Moresby,
Captain of marines Henry Rea, and Lieutenants of marines
John Hanlon and Patrick Grant, also of that ship, and Lieute-
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nant Alexander Bissett, of the Wizard ; which latter vessel, as
there was very little wind, was to tow the boats, as well as cover
thewm in their approach to the shore.

By great exertions, the boats were towed by the Wizard ;
close to the vessels, when it was found impossible to bring them
out without landing, most of the vessels being fastened to the-
shore by ropes from their keels and mast-heads. The boats,
therefore, pulled to the beach with great resolution, exposed to-
the fire of two guns in the bow of the gun-boat, of two field-
Ppieces placed in a grove which flanked the beach, of a heavy

un in front of the town, and of a continued fire of musketry
iom the houses. But all this was no check to the ardour and
intrepidity of British seamen and marines ; who leaped from the
boats and rushed upon the enemy, with a fearless zeal that was.
not to be resisted.

The gun in front of the town was soon taken and spiked by
Lieutenants Cashman and Hanlon; and the French, who had
drawn up a considerable force of regular troops in the grove to-
defénd the two field-pieces, were dislodged by Captain Rea and
Lieutenant Grant, of the marines; who took possession of the- -

s and brought them off. In the mean time, Lieutenants
dsay, Moresby, and Bissett, who had equally distinguished
themselves in driving the enemy from the beach, were actively
employed, first in takin ‘fosaession of the gun-boat, which was -
the Vigilante, commanded by an enseigne de vaisseau, with a
crew of 45 men, and then in freeing the merchant vessels from
their fasts to the shore. The whole was soon accomplished, and: -
the parti re-embarked under the protection of the Wizard ;
who, by her judicious manceuvres and well-directed fire, contri-
buted very essentially to keep the enemy in check, both in.the:
advance and in the retreat of the boats. Notwithstanding the
perilous nature of this ver{ %allant enterprise, Lieutenant Cash-
man and his party accomplished it with so comparatively sli'ﬁl;t
a loss, as one seaman killed and one mortally wounded. e
French, on the other hand, left many dead upon the ground.

Among the British cruisers appointed to harass the French
army in its movements along the east coast of Spain, was the
38-gun frigate Impérieuse, Captain Lord Cochrane. This
description of service, requiring, with great boldness and nautical
experience, no slight share of military knowledge, was peculiarly
adapted to the genius of that zealous and enterprising officer:.
and never did Lord Cochrane exert himself more strenuously,
more effectually, or more honourably, than in the aid he afforded:
to the cause of the Spanish patriots. Of one quality in Lord:
Cochrane, we, in common with other compilers, have to com-
plain: the brevity of his accounts; all of which appear to be
written more to recommend to notice his gallant companions in
arms, than to blazon his own feats to the world.

On the 31st of July the Impérieuse silenced, and Lord -
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Cochrane landed with his marines, under Lieutenant James Rivers
Hore of that corps, and took possession of, the castle of Mongal ;
an imﬁortant post completely commanding a pass in the road
from Barcelona to Gerona, then besieged by the French, and
the only post between those towns occupied by the enemy.
The Spanish militia are represented to have behaved admirably,
in carrying an outpost on a neighbouring hill. Lord Cochrane
demolished the works, and gave up to the Spanish militia the
arms of the 71 prisoners made on the occasion.

In- the latter part of September, cruising off the coast of
Languedoc, Lord Cochrane landed with a portion of his officers
and men, and blew up and completely demolished the semiphoric:

phs at Bourdique, La Pinde, Saint-Miguire, Frontignan, .
Canet, and Foy, with their telegraph houses, 14 barracks of the
gens d’armes or douanes, one battery, and the strong tower
upon the lake of Frontignan. The telegraphs being of the
utmost consequence to the safety of the numerous convoys that
passed along the coast, their destruction was a serious blow to
the French, and particularly beneficial to the patriots, and those
who espoused their cause, by preventing about 2000 troops,
intended for the important fortress of Figueras, from advancing.
nto .Spain. .

Always anxious to do justice to those who embark with him
in services of danger, Lord Cochrane, in his official letter,
attributes the successful result of the enterprise just recorded to
the exertions of Mr. David Mapleton, the first, and Mr. Unry
Johnson, the second lieutenant, Mr. George Gilbert, assistant-
surgeon, Mr. William Burney, gunner, and Messieurs Houston
Stewart and George Charles Stovin, midshipmen, of the Impé-
rieuse.

On the 7th of November a body of about 5000 French troops
occupied the heights around the bay of Rosas, at the north-eastern
extremity of Spain; and at noon on the same day, asmall
detachment entered the town of Rosas, the inhabitants of which
had fled for protection either to their boats or tothe citadel. At
this time the British 74-gun ship Excellent, Captain John West,
and bomb-ship Meteor, Captain James Collins, lay within point-
blank shot of the town. A well-directed fire from these ships .
soon compelled the French precipitately to retire towards some
‘houses and ruins in the rear of the town, which they occupied
as an advanced post. On the 8th, at noon, observing that the
"French were hard pressing a body of Miguelets, Captain West
made a sortie from the citadel at the head of 250 of the Excel-
lent’s seamen and mwarines ; but the superior force of the French,
who endeavoured, with their cavalry, to surround the British,
compelled the latter, after being successful in their object of
rescuing the Miguelets, to retire within the fortress. The sea-
men and marines, who, throughout this to them novel engage-
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ment, behaved in the bravest manner, had several of their
number wounded, and Captain West himself had his horse shot
under him,

On the 15th, at 8 A.m., the French, about 200 strong, with a
reserve of 2000, made a most resolute, but unsuccessful assault
upon Fort Trinidad, one of the defences of Rosas, and part of
the garrison of which consisted of one officer and 25 privates of:
the %;gellent’s marines. In a second assault, with increased.
numbers, two of the outer gates were broken open ; but, by a
steady and galling fire of musketry and hand-grenades from the
fort, the French were, a second time, obliged to retire, leavin
their leader, a chief of brigade, and several other officers an
men, dead under the walls. Expecting a third assault, Captain’
West, by means of a rope ladder, threw in a reinforcement of
two officers and 30 marines; of whom one man only was slightly
wounded, although the party had bravely entered during an inces-
sant fire of musketry from the besiegers. On the 20th the French:
opened a battery of three guns from a height that commanded

e fort ; and, although these guns made no sensible impressions
on the fort, they succeeded in driving away the bomb-ship:
Lucifer, Captain Robert Hall; which vessel had recently
joined, and during the two preceding days had been. throwing

er shells, to obstruct the enemy in his works. Another battery,
erected nearer to the citadel, szortly afterwards compelled the:
British 74 also to retire from the shore. The loss sustained by.
the Excellent and Meteor, in these different attacks, amounted:
to 2] seamen and marines wounded, but none killed.

_On the following day, the 21st, the Excellent was relieved by
the 74-gun ship Fame, Captain Richard Henry Alexander
Bennett; a portion of whose marines supplied the place of
those of ‘the Excellent which had been thrown into, and since
withdrawn from, Fort Trinidad. On the 22d both the latter
and the citadel of Rosas were more than half invested, and
a breach was nearly effected in Trinidad. The Spanish garrisons
were also in a deplorable situation. In this state of things, it
was considered necessary, on the 23d, to withdraw the marines
of the Fame, and that ship soon afterwards retired from tlie
coast,

. On the 24th or 25th the Impérieuse arrived in the bay, and
joined. the Lucifer and Meteor bomb-vessels. Lord Cochrane
went himself to examine the state of Fort Trinidad ; and, findin,

that the garrison, composed of 80 Spaniards, was on the point o%
surrendering, threw himself into the fort, with 50 seamen and
30 marines belonging to the Impérieuse. The resources of Lord
Cochrane’s active mind must, indeed, have astonished the
Spaniards. Among other substitutes which he made use of]
about 1000 bags, together with barrels and palisadoes, supplied
the place of walls and ditches. So that the French, when on
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the 30th they assaulted the castle with 1000 picked men, were
repulsed with the loss of their commanding officer, their storming
equipage, and all who had attempted to mount the breach.

The whole of this daring and important service was effected
without any loss to the British. On the 5th of December the
<itadel of I{Yosas capitulated ; and, considering further resistance
in Fort Trinidad impracticable against the whole French army,
Y.ord Cochrane ﬁnadp the trains for exploding the magazines, and
re-embarked his men. As usual, he speaks in the highest terms
of his officers ; among whom he names Lieutenant Urry Johnson,
Lieutenant of marines James Hore, William Burney gunner,
William Lodwick carpenter, and midshipmen Houston Stewart,
George Charles Stovin, and Frederick Marryat.

COLONIAL EXPEDITIONS,~~WEST INDIES,

In the month of February the British 18-pounder 32-gun
frigate Cerberus, Captain William Selby, 12-pounder 32-gun
frigate Circe, Captain Hugh Pigot, ant{ 0-gun ship Camilla,
Captain John Bowen, cruised off Pointe-a-Pitre, Guadaloupe,
Finding the impossibility of preventing the French privateers
and their prizes from gaining that port, while they were enabled
to shelter themselves under the batteries of Marie-Galante until
an opportunity offered for them to run over, Captain Selby
resolved to att.emdpt the surprise of Grand-Bourg, the principal
town on the island.

Accordingly, on the 2d of March, early in the morning, the
three ships weighed from Petite-terre, and soon after deylight
- disembarked, with very slight opposition, 200 seamen and
marines, under the orders of Captain Pigot, at a spot about two
miles from the town. The British, as soon as they appeared in
sight of Grand Bourg, were met by an officer with a flag of truce.

e unconditional surrender of Marie-Galante immediately fol-
lowed, and Captain Selby garrisoned the island with a detach-
ment of marines from his ¥ittle squadron. :

The ease with which Marie-Galante had been obtained de-
termined Rear-admiral Sir Alexander Cochrane, the British
eommander-in-chief at the Leeward-islands, to send an expe-
dition, under Captain Selby, against the island of Désirade,
another spot that afforded shelter to the Guadaloupe privateers.
Accordingly, on the 29th of March, the Cerberus, accompanied,
this time, by two sloops, two gun-brigs, and a schooner, weighed
from off N{cm'e-G'alante; and on the 30th the boats of the

uadron, under the command. of Captain William Henry
Shirreff, of the shi(r-sloop Lily, stood towards the shore of Dési-
rade, which was defended by two 8-pounders, that completely
commanded the narrow entrance of the harbour ; where also was
posted a detachment of national troops and militia, about 70
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men in number, and who opened a smart fire upon the boats as:
they approached.

eeing this, the Cerberus and the vessels with her anchored
with springs on their cables, and commenced & cannonade upon
the shore. The islanders soon ceased their fire; and, by 4 h.
30 m. p. M., the British were in quiet possession of Désirade.
The neutrality of the island being all that was required on the
part of Sir Alexander Cochrane, Captain Selby did not retain
possession: he merely destroyed the batteries (mounting but
seven altogether), and, to prevent a garrison arriving from
Guadaloupe, stationed n sloop and gun-brig off the coast.

On the 3d of July, while the British 18-gun ship-sloop
‘Wanderer, Captain Edward Crofton, and 4-gun schooners Subtle
and Ballahou, Lieutenants George Augustus Spearing and
George Mills, were cruising between the islands of Anguille and
St.-Martin, some intelligence was received which induced Captain
Crofton to expect that he should succeed in an attack upon the
French part of the last-named island. For this purpose, soon
after midnight, the boats of the ship and two schooners, con-
taining 136 men placed under the orders of Lieutenant Spearing,
pulled towards the shore.

With a trifling loss, the British landed and obtained pos-
session of, and spiked, the six guns mounted upon the lower
fort. On ascending the rocky heights, covered with the prickly.
pear, to storm the upper battery, 2 number of brave fellows fell,
and among them Lieutenant Spearing himself, who was shot
through the chest within ten yards of the ramparts of the fort
he was rushin§ forward to assault. The remainder of the party
now reluctantly retreated to the boats; but, unable to resist
the overwhelming force that assailed them, the survivors were .

obliged to surrender.

- The Wanderer, who with the two schooners had been firing
at the batteries, to cover the party on shore, now ceased her fire,
and hoisted a flag of truce. By a communication with the
French commandant it was soon ascertained, that the regular
force on the island amounted to 900 men, and that the detach-
ment from the little squadron had lost seven officers and men
killed, and nearly 30 wounded. The French commandant
behaved in a very honourable manner ; not only giving to the
remains of the gallant young English officer a funeral with
military honours, but himself attending his late enemy to the
f‘mve, and permitting a part of the Subtle’s crew to pay their
ast duty to their late commander. The three British vessels, in
the mean while, as with their colours at half-mast they lay at
anchor in Marigot bay, united with the French batteries in
firing minute guns.
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TaE abstract which now comes under notice is so far remark-
able, that several of its principal totals have arrived at their
maximum of height.* The number of [cruising line-of-battle
ships in commission remains the same as in the preceding ab-
stract; but an increase of one in the “ordinary™ column makes
127 as the sea-service total. The increase z?'ﬁve in the line
grand-total is of far-less consequence.

The number of cruisers, line and under-line, in commission,
appears to have been 684; and the numbers that approach
the nearest to it are to be found in the abstracts on each
side, No. 16 showing 618, and No. 18, 664. The total of sea-
service cruisers belonging to the British navy, at the commence-
ment of the year 1809, stands at 728; and the two next highest
numbers appear also in abstracts Nos. 16 and 18, one being 673,
the other g&; As the difference between the grand and the
minor totals at the foot of the columns is made up entirely of
vessels that are unseaworthy, or deemed to be so, it will be un-
necessary to dwell upon the excess of the grand-total of cruisers
in this abstract, over the corresponding total in any other,

The general grand-total, of which the cruising and only effec-
tive total forms, in the present abstract, scarcely two thirds, and
in some of the others much less, might also be passed over

" without notice, were it not, in addition to being the highest in
amount that occurs throughout the series, the only total usually
referred to as indicative o% the strength of the British navy. The
total that Steel gives, in his February list for the present year, is
1140, including 59 hired vessels. These deducted leave 1081,
20 more ‘than?:ﬁe abstract total; a difference discoverable, almost
wholly, among the building ships, those in the abstract being 82,

#* See Appendix, Annual Abstract No. 17.
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while Steel enumerates 100. Among the latter he includes 50
instead of 47 line-of-battle ships. The three surplus ships were
the Akbar, Julius, and Orford ; the {first, ordererg but counter-
manded ; the two others, not ordered at all. As a further proof
of his imperfect information, Steel names 14 only out of his re-
maining 50 under-line building ships. Nor does the list, as usual,
notify the yards or places at which the unnamed vessels are con=
structing. The abstract for the present year shows the launch-
ing of the Caledonia, a ship of very large dimensions, and as a
first-rate, of extraordinary qualifications. Some interesting par-
. ticulars respecting her will be found in the Notes to the Abstracts

+at the end of the volume. .

The 20 captured enemy’s national vessels purchased into the
service will be found among those in the foreign prize-lists of the
year 1808 ;* as will the 34 vessels lost by the British navy during
the same period, in the list appropriated to them.+ The number
of the latter still continues to ge of serious amount ; of which the
wrecked cases, with all their attendant calamities, constitute full
two thirds.

The number of commissioned officers and masters belonging
to the British navy at the commencement of the year 1809, was
' - Admirals. . . . . . 46 :

Vice-admirals . . . . . &9

Rear-admirals . . . . . 71
» superannuated 45
Post-captains . . . . . 689
» 2 32
Commanders or sloop-captains . b43
» superannuated 49
Lieutenants . . . . . 3036

Masters . . . . . . 491
And the number of seamen and marines voted for the service of
the same year, was 130,000.1
We last year leftin the road of Brest, waiting an opportunity
to put to sea, a squadron of eight sail of the line and some fri-
¥ates. The continued prevalence of westerly gales, during the
atter part of January and the commencement of February,
having driven Admiral Lord Gambier from his station off Ushant,
afforded that opportunity ; and accordingly, on the 21st of Fe-
bruary, at daylight, Rear-admiral Willaumez weighed and put to
sea with the following squadron:

Gan.ship
120 Ocfan " § Rear-ad. Jean-Bapt.-Philibert Willaumez.
= ° * * *Q Captain l;ierre- iI(:o]m Rolland.
Rear-ad. Antoine-Louis Gourdon.
{Foud.royant * *Q Captain Antoine Henri. -
80Q Varsovie. . . . »  Jacques Bergeret.

* See Appendix, Nos. 6 and 7. See Appendix, No. 8.
T See Appendix, T‘{o. 2. PP




1809. COMMODORE BERESFORD AND M. WILLAUMEZ. 95

Slon ship
Tourville ., .. . Captain Charles-Nicolas Lacaille.
Jean-Bart . . . »  Charles Lebozec.

744 Tonnerre . . . »  Nicolas Clément de la Roncitre,
Aquilon . . . »  Jacques-Remy Maingon.
Régulus . . . . »  Jean-Jacques-Etienne Lucas.

‘Gun-frig.
40 { Indienne. . . . »  Guillaume-Marcellin Proteau.
Elbe . . . . . »  Jacques-Frangois Bellenger.

Brig-corvette Nisus; schooner (late British) Magpie.

At 9 A. m. the rearmost ship doubled the Vendrée rock, and
he French squadron, in line of battle, stood for the Raz, with a
fresh breeze at north-north-east. Just as the headmost ships
had cleared the Raz passage, they were descried by the British
74-gun ship Revenge, Captain the Honourable Charles Paget.
‘The latter immediately steered for the Glenans to give informa-~
tion to Captain John Poer Beresford ; who, with the Theseus
74, and the Triumph and Valiant, of the same force, Captains
Masterman Hardy and Alexander Robert Kerr, was blockading
three sail of the line and three frigates in the road of Lorient.
At 30 minutes past noon the Revenge lost sight of the French
ships, but at 3 h. 15 m. p. M. again discovered them, and a
minute or two afterwards exchanged numbers with the Theseus,
in the south-west, off Isle Groix.

The instructions to M. Willaumez were to chase from off the

rt of Lorient the British blockading squadron, stated to be of

ur sail of the line besides frigates, in order that Commodore
Troude, with his three sail of the line and five frigates, might
join the former. If, however, the tide should hagpen not to suit
at the moment that he appeared off the port, the rear-admiral
was to proceed straight to Basque roads, and dispossess of that
anchorage a British st}uadron, stated also to consist of four sail
of the line. M. Willaumez was then to anchor in the road of
Isle d’Aix, and there wait for further orders. So far the Moni~
teur. But those orders had already issued. Adding to his 11
sail of- the line the Rochefort squadron of three, and the Cal-
cutta armed en fllite and frigates, M. Willaumez was to make
the best of his way to Martinique; and, with his fleet and the
troops that were on board of it, he was to save that island from
falling into the hands of the British, who, by the last accounts,
were on the eve of attacking it.

It was at about 4 h. 30 m. p. M. that the squadrons of Rear-
admiral Willaumez and Commeodore Beresford fully discovered
each other. The latter was then steering about east-south-east,
with a fresh breeze at north-north-east, and the former was nearly
close hauled on the same tack. Rear-admiral Gourdon’s division,
consisting of four sail of the line, immediately bore up in chase,
and the remaining division soon afterwards did the same.
Whereupon the British squadron tacked, and steered west-north-
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west, formed in line of battle, the Theseus leading, followed by
the Revenge, Triumph, and Valiant. A short continuance of the
British squadron upon this course leaving open the port of
Lorient, the French ships, by the time they had approached
within four or five miles of the enemy, again hauled their wind.
At 6 p, M., neither squadron then in sight of the other, the British
ships tacked and shortened sail; and at about the same time the
French squadron, which had been partly delayed by the falling
of the breeze, arrived off Isle Groix.

A calm during the night kept both squadrons stationary ; but
at daylight on the 23d a fresh breeze from the north-west en-
abled Mg Willaumez, after sending in the Magpie schooner to
apprize Commodore Troude of his arrival off the port, to steer
for the Pertuis d’Antioche. At about 9 A. . the two squadrons
Tegained a view of each other, and continued in sight until late
in the afternoon. The French ships then, passing inside of
Belle-Isle, steered for Isle d’Yeu, with the wind back to north~
east; and at 10 h. 30 m. p. M., just as they had arrived abreast of
the Tour de Baleine, were discovered b{ the 36-gun frigate Ame-
thyst, Captain Michael Seymour, the look-out ship of Rear-admiral
Stopford’s squadron, at anchor to the north-west of the Chas-
seron lighthouse, consisting of the 80-gun ship Ceesar, Captain
Charles Richardson, and 74-gun ships Defiance, Captain Henry
Hotham, and Donegal, Captain Peter Heywood, acting for
Captain Pulteney Malcolm, who was in England attending a
court-martial. A flight of rockets soon conveyed the informa-
tion to the rear-admiral, and the British squadron got under way
and stood to the north-west, the direction in which the Amethyst
lay. At about midnight the British rear-admiral gained a sight
of M. Willaumez’s squadron to the eastward, standing into the
Pertuis d’Antioche. The former went in chase, and at daylight
on the 24th saw the French in the act of entering Basque roads.
Rear-admiral Stopford, rightly considering that the squadron
had escaped from Brest, despatched by signal the 38-gun frigate
Naiad, C‘;.ptain Thomas Dundas, to acquaint Lord Gambier with
the circumstance. At 7 a.wM. the Na’ia%, having run a few miles
to the north-west, made the signal of three suspicious sail coming
down from the northward ; whereupon, leaving the Amethyst,
in comﬁmy with the 36-gun frigate Emerald, Captain Frederick
Lewis Maitland, to watch the squadron of M. Willaumez, Rear-
admiral Stopford wore and made sail in the direction pointed
out by the l‘ﬁ'iad.

Shortly after Rear-admiral Willaumez had sailed from Isle
Groix, the three French 40-gun frigates Italienne, Commodore
Pierre-Roch Jurien, and Calypso and Cybele, Captains Louis-
Léon Jacob and Raymond Cocault, sailed from Lorient, with the
wind at about east-north-east. Finding, on clearing the road,
that Commodore Troude, owing to the state of the tide, had not a
sufficient depth of water to enable him to get under way, Captain
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Jurien stood to sea, and in the evening, when off Belle-Isle,
steering along the coast to the south-east, descried in the offing
the squadron of Commodore Beresford. On the 24th, at day-
light, the Tour de Baleine made its appearance ; and the British
38-gun frigate Amelia, Captain the Honourable Frederick Paul
Irby; accompanied by the 18-gun brig-sloop Dotterel, Captain
Anthony Abs , both of whom had been in chase during the
whole of the night, now approached so near to the Cybele, the
rearmost French frigate, that her two consorts hauled up for her
support. It was about this time that Captain Jurien observed
the squadron of Rear-admiral Stopford, approaching from the
south-east. Being thus completely cut oﬁl,) the French com-
modore, with the wind now at about south-east by east, steered
for the Sable d’Olonne, and was followed closely by the Amelia
and Dotterel. At 9 A.m. the two latter tacked to the north-
east, as the three French frigates had previously done; and in
ten minutes more the Amelia, having wore round, hauled under
the stern of the Cybele, and opened a fire in passing. At 10 A. M.
the Amelia tacked and steered after the enemy, in company with
the Ceesar, Defiance, and Donegal, who had just joined.

In a minute or two afterwards the three French frigates came
to anchor in line of battle, with springs, close under the powerful
batteries of the town of Sable d’Olonne. At 10h. 30 m. A. m.
the British ships stood towards the former in the following
order: Defiance, Cewsar, Donegal, Amelia. At 11 a.m. the
Defiance, as drawing less water than either of the other line-of-
battle ships, anchored in seven fathoms’ water, within about 600
yards of the three French frigates, and opened her fire, receiving
m return the fire of the latter, as welfas of the batteries on
shore. In about 20 minutes after the Defiance had commenced
firing, the Ceesar and Donegal opened their broadsides, and in
another 10 minutes the Amelia joined in the cannonade; the
batteries, all the while, keeping up a heavy fire at the British.

At 11 h, 50 m. A. M., unable to withstand the fire of their op-
ponents, particularly of the Defiance, some of whose wads had
set them partially in flames, the Italienne and Cybeéle cut their
cables and ran on shore. Immediately the Defiance veered her
cable, that her guns might again bear upon her opponents ; and,
while the Cesar to get into deeper water had wore to the south-
west, the Defiance, Donegal, and Amelia, continued the engage-
ment for a few minutes longer, until the weathermost French
frigate, the Calypso, that she might not mask the fire of the
Italienne, and feeling sensibly the effects of that of the Defiance,
veered her cable, and soon drove on shore stern foremost. The
ebb-tide making, and the water falling fast, the rear-admiral, at
noon, signalled his ships to stand out. At about 15 minutes
past noon the Defiance cut her cable and made sail towards the
Ceesar, then, with the Donegal and Amelia, nearly two miles to
the southward. The three latter ships soon afterwards tacked

VOL. V. H



5 BRITISH AND FRENCH: ELEETS.. 1a08:

and the Donegal, while in. stays, fired a broadside:at. the enersys,
After this, the British squadron stood: off-shore and. the: action
ceased.

The: Ceesar had. her bowsprit. wounded, her. fare spring-stay
shot away, and her. rigging argood dealicut, but had nat a mex
hart. Tze Donegal suffered also in her nig n% and. sails, and
had one man killed and. six wounded. Tlie%e ange;, who. bora
the brunt of the action, had:all her masts badly. wounded, her
rigging out to pieces, and two men killed and- 256 waunded. OFf
the French. frigates, the Italienne had six men killed and. 1%
wounded, the Calypso, 10 killed. and 18 wounded, and the
Cybele, eight killed and. 16 weunded, total, 24 killed and: 6k
wounded ; and. all three frigates had their hulls xmch shattered.
The loss, if any, that was sustained on share,.does not. appear im
the French accounts.. The three Freneh frigates, having takem
the ground nearly at the tep.of high water, could not.be got. off,
and were consequently wrecked; but the crews, and. probably
the stores, were saved..

At sunset Rear-admiral Stopford returned to. his station off
the Chasseron liglithouse, and: observed the squadron of M. Wil-
laumez at anchor in Basque roads. On the next day, the 25th,
Captain Beresford and his three ships joining company, the reaz.
admiral, with his force thus augmented to seven sail of the line
and five frigates, resumed the blockade of the tPort.; in whiche
now lay, in two divisions, a fleet of 10 sail of the line, foun
frigates, and a 50-gun.ship, the Calcutta, armed en flite. On
the 26th the Brest squadron weighed and stood for the road eof
Isle d’Aix. While proceedin, Slither,.tbe Jean-Bart grounded
on the Palles shoal near Isle Madame ; and, although:an attempt;
was made to force her off by a ‘Prese of sail, the ship became
wrecked. The remaining ships of the Brest squadron. anchared
between the southern. extremity of Iele d’Aix. and the Boyart
shoal, in company with. the following squadran :

Guan-ship
C " eesnsesersrncnasas Cornmod. filberb—Fﬁnuble Faure;
74< Jemmappes ...ceeerecenee » oseph veau..
Patriotgp....u : » Jean-Michel Mahé.

50 Caloutta (f0te)wmen »  Jean-Baptiste Lafon.

Gan-frig.
Pallas ..ccecceeeeencnencese Amand-anfois Le Bigot.

40 { Hortense ....ccceeeene v » Emanuel Halgan.

+ With his nine French line-of-battle ships, M. Willaumez was
blockaded by Rear-admiral Stopford, with eiglit British (the
Hero having joined him), until the 7th of March, when the
latter was relieved by Admiral' Lord Gambier ; who had received
the first intelligence of the escape of the Brest squadron on the
23d of February, while, with nine sail of the line, on his way ta
resume the blockade of that port. 'Fhe admiral then detached.
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‘Wice-admiral: Puckworth, with eight' shiips, in quest of the
Prencl: squadron, and' retumed: to Cawsand: bay with: the
€aledumia.. Im his: way thithen Lord Gambier- fell: in.with the
Naiad;. bmmﬁ the: intelligence: of tlie arrival: of the French
squaxdron. i Basque roads ; and on the 3d!of March; with. five
slugs of! the line, sailed for- that statiom.

n joimng Rear-admiral: Stopford, his lordship’s foree: became
increased: to: 13. sail: of: the line; hnt, the Defiance- and: Triumph
shordy. Ehmnds parting compsmy,. the following 11 sail:only
remmined':

Ga-ship, Admiral,(b.) Lord James Gaantsier.
120 Caledonia .. . . . -< Captain Sir Harry Neale, Bart..
Y, William Bedford.

! ‘Rear-adm. (b.) Hon. Robert' Stopford.
By ©t ot " " ) Captain Charles Richiardéon:
Gibaaltar .. . .. ... ». Henry Lidgbird. Ball

...... »> James. Newman Newman,
e e e »  Pulteney Malcolm.
Resolution . . . . »  George Burlton.
| Theseus. . . . . . »  Johm.Poer Beresford:

Valiant .. . . . . ». Jolm Bli

lustrions .. . . . »  William rt Broughton.
Bellona . . . . . »  Stair Donglas.

‘Revenge . . . . . »  Alexander Robert Kerr.

On- the 17th of: March Lord Gambier anchored his fleet in
Busque roads ; stationing His frigates and smaller vessels about
a mile in advance, either towards Isle d’Aix or the town of
Rochelle, according to the direction'of the wind: As an addi-
tional guard- against any attempt upon: the fleet by fire-vessels,
the ships- were to be'in constent readiness. for action, and for
slipping: their cables, leaving buoys upon them. Two boats
from -each ship of the line, with fire-grapnels; were also to.be
sent every night after sunset on board the advanced frigates, to
be ready to tow off ‘the Frenchi fire-vessels the instant they ap-

roached: ~ AltHough neither. M\ Willaumez, nor M. Allemand
ﬁis- successor, had, as. far as we canileam, any idea- of resorting
to such a mode of attack against'the British:fleet, Lord Gambier;
nearly a week befbre he began his defensive preparations, had
himself suggested to the British admirelty the employment of
fire-ships against the French fleet. His lordship’s letter to Lord
Mulgrave is-dated on the 11th of March, and the following is
the paragraph on the subject: ¢ The enemy’s ship: lay very
much exposed to the operation of fire-ships: it' is a- horrible
mode of warfare, and’ the attempt very hazardous, if'not des-
perate; but we should have plenty of volunteers for the
servioe.”* :

The admiralty, however, had: anticipated Lord' Gambier's

# Minutes of a court-martiaF on the Right Hionourable- James Lord
Gambier; Adiniral'of the Blue; &o, p.2l LS
¢ H
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wishes ; for, on the 7th of March, the board ordered a number of
fire-ships to be 1grepared, guided, no doubt, by a report delivered
in by Captain Richard Goodwin Keats; who, in the month of
April, 1807, when the Majestueux and four two-deckers were
lying at anchor in the road of Isle d’Ai¥, had suggested to the
admiralty the propable success of ¢ an attack of bombs, fire-
ships, and rockets, covered and protected by a squadron;” and
which squadron, adds this able and distinguished officer, should
be kept “ as close to Isle d’Aix with easterly, and to the Boyart
with westerly winds, as possible, in order that it may be in con-
stant readiness to act decisively, should an opportunity present
itself.”. Thus resolved, the board of admiralty, on the 19th, by
their secretary inform Lord Gambier, that 12 transports are
fitting as fire-ships, that Mr. Congreve js to proceed in a trans-
port, with a supply of rockets and of men skilled in the manage-
ment of them, and that five bomb-vessels are under orders to fit
for sea with all possible expedition and proceed to Basque
roads. The letter of directions then proceeds thus: “ All these
preparations are making with'a view to enable your lordship.to’
make an attack on the French fleet at their anchorage off Isle
d’Aix, if practicable; and I am further commanded to signify
their lordships’ direction to you, to take into your consideration
the possibilit{ of making an attack upon the enemy, either
conjointly with your line-of-battle ships, frigates, and small-craft,
fire-ships, bombs, and rockets, or separately by any of the above-
named means.” o

On the same day, on which these orders were written, arrived .
at the admiralty Lord Gambier’s letter of the 11th, suggesting
the use of fire-ships; and on the same day also arrved at
Plymouth, from theR’[editerranean,the 38-gun l}r'iga'te Impérieuse,
Captain Lord Cochrane. About an hour after the frigate had
dropped anchor, her captain, by a telegraphic communication
from the admiralty, was ordered to attend the board, it being
known to their lordships, by the records in - their office, that
Lord Cochrane was well acquainted:with that part of the French
coast in which the operations were to be carried on.

On the 21st, having arrived by express from Plymouth, Lord
Cocbrane waited upon Lord Mulgrave, who confidentially con-
ferred with him on the means of destroying the French fleet at
their anchorage under Isle d’Aix. Lord (%ochrane was decidedly
of opinion that the attempt by fire-ships would succeed. The
first lord of the admiralty then asked Lord Cochrane, if he
would undertake to execute the plan which they had so dis-
" cussed. “This, in the first instance, Lord Cochrane:declined,
offering, as a reason, the jealousy which such an appointment
might excite in the breasts of his brother-officers serving on
that station. But, at a subsequent interview, the first lord of
the admiralty having stated to Lord Cochrane, that he was the
only officer with whom he had communicated, who deemed the
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enterprise of easy execution and little risk, and having renewed
his offer of command, Lord Cochrane acquiegced, conceiving
that Lord Mulgrave might have considered a final refusal as
originating in motives not creditable to an officer, who had ex-
pressed so decided an opinion of the practicability of the under-
taking.” On the 25th the board of admiralty addressed a letter
to the British admiral in Basque roads, acquainting him that
they had thought fit to select Lord Cochrane, for the purpose of
conducting, under his, Lord Gambier’s, directions, the fire-ships
to be employed in the projected attack on the enemy’s fleet.
This letter was delivered to Lord Cochrane; and, as soon as
that active officer could reach Plymouth, the Impérieuse sailed
upon her destination. -

On the 26th Lord Gambier received the board’s letter of the
19th, directing him to endeavour to destroy the enemy’s fleet in
the manner described. On the same day his lordship wrote two
letters in reply. In the first, Lord Gambier admits that the
French fleet lay exposed to an attack by fire-vessels; but, in
the second, his lordship says : “ The enemy’s ships are anchored
in two lines, very near to each other, in a direction due S. from
the fort on the Isle d’Aix; and the ships in each line not farther
apart than their own length; by which it appears, as I imagine,
that the space for their anchorage is so confined by the shoalness
of the water, as not to admit of ships to run in and anchor clear
of each other. The most distant ships of their two lines are
within point-blank shot of the works upon the Isle d’Aix : ‘such
ships, therefore, as might attack the enemy would be exposed to
.be raked by the hot 'sTxot, &c. from the island ; and, should the
ships be disabled in their masts, they must remain within the
range of the enemy’s fire until, destroyed, there not being
sufficient depth of water to allow them to move to the southwar

».out of distance.” The admiral concludes his letter thus : “I beE
leave to add, that, if their lordships are of opinion that an attac
.on the enemy’s ships by those of the fleet under my command is
Practicable, I am ready to obey any orders they may be pleased
to honour me with, however great the risk may be of the loss of
men and ships.”* It is clear from the tenour of this letter, that
Lord Gambier was averse to the plan of attack by the line-of-
battle ships, conceiving it impracticable, both on account of the
strength of the batteries on Isle d’Aix protecting the French
anchorage, and of the supposed shallowness of the water within,
or a little beyond, point-blank rapge of them to the south-
ward. Hence, as the mode of destroying the French fleet in
the road bf Isle d’Aix was left discretionary with Lord Gambier,
he chose that mode which he had himself suggested, the attack
by fire-ships. Lo

It being discovered from the anchorage of Lord Gambier in

. # Minutes, &c., p. 120.
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Besque 'roads, that the French were -endeavouring to stremgthen
their position in Aix road by 'throwing up wm\ksgon the south
and -of the Boyart shoal, the 38-gun frigate Amelia, Captain the
#onourable Frederick Paul ‘hiby, was directed to dislodge them.
Accordingly, on the lst.of April, at 9 a.m., the frigate got -under
way ant steod for the spot; and .at 10'h. 156m. a. M., wearing
aound, fired a :broadside ‘and :drove the French away. The
sAmelia then gent heribeats.and completely destroyed the worksa.
dn a .day or two :afterwards Captain z‘by was detached ‘to
andther part .of the French coast. ,

Qn :the .8d Lord ‘Cochrane, in ‘the Impérieuse, arrived 'in
Basque roads, and delivered to Lord Gambier the.board’s -letter
to the admiral. Twelve of the fire-ships to be employed were
@t this time lyingiin the Downs waiting for a fair wind; and -six
transports, to be fitted :as fire-ships by the fleet, had .been
wrdered to sail from: Plymouth. The board of ordnance had also
been directed, to send from Woolwich a ship Jaden with com~
‘bustible matter, including.a quantity of Valenciennes composi-
#ion, also 1000 carcasses of -an 18-peund caliber. The Plymouth
#ransports not.being likely to join for some days, Lord Gambier
- oridered eight of the largest tramsports of the 30 sail then in
«company, 'to .be fitted as‘fire-ships in .their stead ; and -it “hap-
ipened very opportunely, that three French chasse-marées, laden
with tar and rosin, had .recently:been.captured by the fleet.

With this sopply of combustibles, and with such -other mate-
7ials as the fleet could furnish, the.eight transports, and adlse, at
the suggestion.of Lord :Cochrane, the Mediator frigate-storeship,
were fitted as fire-ships ; the latter by hier own officers and crew,
:and the former by ‘the officers .and--crews:of the line-of-battle
ships. Three explosion-vessels were :also equipped, under:the
immediate inspection of Lord Cochrane. -On the'6th the Etna
ibomb-vessel anchored inthe road, and on the 10th the 12 fire-
ships from the Downs, escorted by the Beagle and Redpéle
-#loops ; who had alse under their chargethe Cleveland transpert,
aden with Gongreve rockets, the ingenious inventor of which
ihad previously arrived in the Etna. Having already given &
ilist of the line-of-battle ships, ‘we here present a list-of
frigates:and smaller vessels, employed -on this -expedition.

Gun.frig.
44 Indefatigable ..

«.1Captain .John Treymayne Rodd.
.. I:, Lord Cochrane.
......... A George Wolfe.

we s  ¥rederick Lewis Mhuitignd.
..... . Lucius Hardyman,
weee &  George Francis Seymour.
» James Wooldridge.
Beagle...oonriairenerene » Francis 'Newconibe: °
184 Doterel cceeeeersieencscens »  Anthony Abdy.
Foxhound ...ceeeeecoeese » Ritt Barnaby Greene.
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Captain William Bevians,
»  John Joyce.

James Cailfreld.

William Gedfrey.

John Row Morris.
James 'Hugh Talbot.
Joseph B. Batt.
John Gregory.
lFervent .................. »  John Ed Hare.
Growler cceeeeeeccenennee o Richard Crossman.
Schooner, Whiting ; hired cutters, Nimrod and King-George.

Some attention is now due to the party against whom all these
formidable preparations are making. Among the officers of the
Brest squadron, who disapproved of the forbearance of Rear-
wdmiral Willaumez to the four 74s under .the command
of Commodore Beresford, was Captain Jacques Bergeret, already
%0 well known to us. What ship of the squadron that officer
commanded we are:unable to state, as he afterwards quitted her
for Paris, and the captain’s names assigned ‘to the ships.in the
List given at a preceding page are as they stood subsequently
to the appointment of éa,ptam Bergeret’s successor.

A letter from .the last-named officer to the minister of ‘marine
occasioned Rear-admiral Willaumez to be recalled. On the
16th the latter struck his flag on board the Océan, and went on
shore ; and on the morning of the 17th Vice-admiral Allemand
hoisted his flag on board .the same ship. Rear-admiral Gourdoa
remained as second .in command.; but two or three of the cap-
tains, including M. Bergeret, were superseded by others, leaving
the whole as they stand in the list alrgady referred to.

‘When M. Allemand joined the fleet, he found it moored in
three lines at the entrance of the passage, and too far out. He

- erdered the ships to weigh, and, dropping lower down, anchored
4hem in.a double .indented line “ligne endentée;” which may
be explained by considering each point in the following figure as
a ship with her broadside bearing against it: NN/
the two parallel lines of ships ‘bore about north-north-east and
south-south-west.; .and the ship’s heads were to the northward.
The van-ship of the outer line bore due south of the battery at
¢he southern extremity of Isle d’Aix, and was distant from it
about 640 yards. The two lines were about 250 yards .apart,
and the ships of -each line from the stern of one to the head of
€he other full 170 yards ; thus making the distance from the
stem of the rearmost ship in the outer line to the fort (reckoning
each ship’s length ypen an average at 70 yards) 1520 yards,.or
uearly seven eighths of a statute mile. ch.ship was moored
with one cable to the narth-west and another to the south-east.
At .about 740 yards in front of the outer line lay the three
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frigates Pallas, Hortense, and Indienne. The fourth frigate,
the Elbe, was moored as the headmost ship in the second or
inner line. The method here taken will show, without the aid of
a diagram, how the different ships were stationed :

Indienne Hortense Pallas
Foudroyant YVarsovie Océan Regulus Cassard Calcutta
Tonnere Patriote  Jemmappes  Aquilon Tourville Elbe

At the distance of about 110 yards in front of the line of
frigates, a boom, half a mile in len%th, and composed of cables
secured by anchors and floated by buoys, was thrown across the
channel leading from Basque to Aix road, having its northern
end within rather less than 1000 yards of the rocks that lie off
the south-western extremity of theisland. The anchors employed
in mooring the boom were of the enormous weight of 5} tons
English, and the cables 31} English inches in diameter. For
the information of such as are unacquainted with the subject it
may be useful to add that the bower anchor of the Caledonia,
the largest ship in the British navy, weighs 43 tons, and that
her bower cable measures in diameter, or did measure before
iron ones were adopted, 25 inches. For any thing that appears
in the accounts, the existence of this formidable boom was not
known to the British until after the attack which we are about
to relate had commenced.

The strength of the batteries that protected the anchorage has
been variously stated at from 13 to 50 guns. It is probable that
the number of guns did not exceed 30 ; but the greater part of
these were long 36-pounders; ‘and there were also several
mortars of the largest description in use. The island was gar-
risoned with 2000 troops ; but they were all conscripts and not
to be relied upon. Nor was Isle d’Aix strong in any other part
than that which protected the fleet. On its north-east side, or
the side which fronts the bay of Rochelle, there were only a few
guns mounted, and those in Kad condition and at a great distance
apart. Exclusive of the batteries on Isle d’Aix, the isle of
Oleron, distant three miles and a half to the west-south-west of
the citadel of Aix, contained three or four gun and mortar
batteries, one of which, named Saumonard, could throw its shot
and shells nearly within the range of the former. Besides these
artificial defences, the road of Isle d’Aix had a shoal at a short
distance in its rear, and another, at a somewhat greater distance,
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stretching along its southern extremity. The latter was named
Palles, and was in several parts hard and rocky. The former
was a bank or bar of mud, thrown up at the mouth of the river
Charente. .

The arrival of the 12 fire-ships, on the afternoon of the 10th,
leaving no doubt in the mind of M. Allemand as to the nature .
of the attack in contemplation, he directed the armed launches
and boats of the fleet, 73 in number, to be assembled in five
divisians, in order to be ready, at the close of day, to take their
stations near the boom, for the purpose of boarding and towing
away the fire-ships, and of engaging any British boats that
might be sent down to assist the latter in their operations. Some
very excellent regulations were drawn up for the guidance of
these boats, as appears by a copy of them which afterwards fell
into the hands of the British. The French admiral also ordered
the ships of each line to strike their topmasts and get their to
gallantmasts on deck, and to unbend all useless sails: the
advanced frigates, however, were to keep their topmasts an-end,
and to be in readiness to get under way, the instant the signal to
that effect should be made. The line-of-battle ships were also
directed to be prepared to land the few troops they had on board,
in case any attempt should be made by the British to possess
themselves of Isle d’Aix.

On the 11th, early in the afternoon, the British admiral having
completed his arrangements, the different frigates and smaller
vessels moved to the stations assigned them. The Impérieuse
ran down towards the inner end of the Boyart, and came to, in
nine fathoms, close to the shoal ; having the north point of Isle
.d’Aix bearing east, the south point south-east by east, and the
centre of the French fleet south-east by south; the latter at the
distance of about two and a half miles, The bearing of the Im-
périeuse, as taken from the French frigate Indienne, was nearly
north-west, distant about a gun-shot and a half from the boom.
The Aigle, Unicorn, and Pallas, anchored a short distance above,
or to the north-west of the Imp¥érieuse ; in order to receive the
crews of the fire-ships on their return, to support the boats of
the fleet which were to accompany the fire-ships, and to render
assistance, if required, to thegm érieuse herself. The Whiting
schooner, Lieutenant Henry Wildey, and the King-George and
Nimrod ‘cutters, master’s mates Thomas Mekeek and Edward
Tapley, which had been fitted for throwing rockets, also took
- their stations near the Boyart shoal. The Ztna, the only bomb-
vessel present, although four others (Fury, Hound, Thunder, and
Vesuvius) had been promised, and eight would not have been
one too many, placed herself to the north-west of Isle d’Aix, as
near to the fgrt as possible in that direction, and was covered by
the Indefatigable and Foxheund. The Emerald, Beagle, Dot-
terel, Conflict and Growler, were stationed, to make a diversion,
at the east end of the island ; and the Redpole and Lyra, with
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hights hoisted, :and ‘properly -screened -from ‘fhe ememy’s view,
wrere stationed, the one near'the shoal 'to ‘the north-west of ¥ske
d’Aix, the.other olose to the Boyart shoal, in order to guide ‘the
fire-ships in their course to the attack. Each of these brigs-was
distant rather less than two miles from the extremity -of ‘the
fFrench line - on her side.

The 11 British line-of-battle ships, whith ley et-a distance of
f:m:ei hit tonime miles from 'the rencll;éﬂee;;,-aho unmwrgdijm
be ready o .co-operate, if necessary; ‘but, having uneveidably
mhnrez i a strong tidesway, xa::l'?the‘wind 'blelv!vgin ‘hard ‘from
ithe north-<west, the ships were.again moored whren ‘the weather-
tide made, in order to prevent fhem from falling .on'board-of each
other. Mr. Edward Fairfax, the master-of the!Caledonia, con-
ssidered the distance of that ‘ship and those arourd her from the
senemy’s anchorage to be only six miles ; ‘but, when :the French
4elegraphed from the citadel on Isle d’Aix, as 'they did -every
amorning, they ‘stated ‘the distance at three'

The wind, eltheugh in its direction us favourable us ‘it -could
tblow for the progress of the fire-ships, the whole of which ‘hell
dropped ‘to an-anchorage about a mile nearer than the British
Aleet, was toe viclent to admit one part of the plan to be carried
anto effect, that .of chaiming the vessels together iin divisions-of
four. Each fire-ship, therefore, was left to act an‘indeﬁoendent
wpart ; and at about 8 h. 30m. . w., the night uncommenly dark,
the wind even fresher than it had been, and ‘the tide flowing at
the rate of more than two knots an hour, the Mediator, and the

" . sother fire-ships that ‘had enchored -around her, cut their-cables

and made sail. 'Of the three explosion-vessels, one was swept
drom the stern of the Tmrpérieuse by-one .of the ‘too early aban-
«doned fire-ships ; and, although rthe crew of the. lon-vessel
were on board ready to proceed, end did afte set fire to
the fusee, the fusee appears to-have failed. In the mean while
dhe remaining two, one of which was conducted by Lord Ce-
«hrane, assisted by Lieutenant William Bissell and four seamen,
proceeded towards the road of¥fsle d’Aix. These two explosion~
wessels appear to have been ignited when within less than three
wquarters of a mile from the French line: how near to it ‘they
exploded, and what effect the blast produced, the French them-
sdlves are the most cempetent ‘to state. The effect that such -
machines were calculated to produce may be conceived from the
amner in which they were prepared. ‘Lord Cochrane’s vessél
-alone contained about 1500 s-of gunpowder, started irte
puncheons placed end-u , fastened to each other by cables
swound round them, and jammed together with wedges, haviug
mmoistened sand rammed down between them, so as to renderthe
whole, from stem to stern, qyite solid, and thereby increase the
vesistance : ‘besides -which, on the top of this mass of guu‘};owder,
day between 300 and 460 shells charged ‘with fusees, aud nearly
as many thousands of ‘hand-grenades. :
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fieveral xif the firesships were ignited .and .dbandoned long
‘before they igot abreast of even the northernmost of the twe
wessels stationed as guides. Others, agam, were admirahly
eonducted ; -especially the Mediator, the largest and mest
efficient of all of them. This ship, from her great weight, and
thre strength of the 'wind and tide, which.had by this time in-
szenced o nearly four knots, broke the boom, and thus afforded
a clear pussage to the remainder-of the fireships. BSo wesolved
was the Mediator’s gallant commander to see the service he had
m properly executed, ‘that himself ‘and the officers:and
men who ‘had ‘volunteered to accompany him nearly perished
with their vessel : -one -officer, the gunner (James Segges), was
killed, amd ‘Captain Wooldridge, Lieutenants Nicholas Brent
Clements and James Pearl, .and one seaman, were .blown out-of
the ship;; the three latter slightly, but the captain very severely,
scorched. The loss sustained on board the ether fire-shi
ears to have been, two :seamen killed belonging to tE:
’ , by the bursting of an explosion-vessél near the fire-ship,
and an aeting lieutenant (William Flintoft) and-one seaman, whe
died from fatigue in the boat; one ‘master's mate :(Richard
Francis Jewers) of the Theseus, and another (John Conyers) of
the Gibraltar, both acorched by powder.
The five or six officers in-command of fire-ships, who, besides
in Woollcombe, had the judgment and presence of mind to
weat fill the proper time before they set fire to the trains of their
weesels, and among whom we can name Captainsa Newcome of
the Beaver, and Joyce of the Lyra, and Lieutenant John Cookes-
lay ‘of -Gibraltar, were exposed to imminent danger in their en-
deavours to regain the advanced frigates. They had to-pull
inst a strongtide and rough sea, which nearly swamped many
dhe bonts ; and they were also endangered by gights of rockets,
mmny of the latter, from having been placed in the rigging of the
fire-ships, taking a direction quite different from that intended.
"The boats of the fleet under the direction of Rear-admiral
Stopford, had been ordered to sup%!ort the ﬁre-shiis, .and ‘were
assembled accordingly alongside of the Ceesar; but, judgin
from the ‘boisterous state of the weather that their services- woul
not be required, the rear-admiral did not proceed with them. He
was so far.coprect that, although the fourth and fifth divisions of
the Fyench boats had been ordered ‘to the boom, there to wait
until 2 A. ., nearly the whale of them, owing to the strength of
the mind and tide, were obliged to put back. Dark as was the
night, the skysoon became 3lluminated by the glare of so many
~msttfiees ; and, what with the flashes of the guns from the forts
and retveating ships, the flight of shells and rockets fram the fire-
wvesadls, andithereflection of the Tays of light from the bright sides
of the French ships in ‘the back-ground, a scene was formed,
peculiarly awful.and sublime. ‘But such was the strength of ‘the
wind at the commencement of the attack, that, in the British



‘108 " BRITISH AND FRENCH FLEETS. 1809,

fleet, not even the explosions, loud as they were, could be heard.
One of their early effects, however, was to lull the breeze consi-
derably. What other effects the fire and explosion vessels pro-
duced, we shall proceed to relate;as well as we can collect the
facts from the published and other accounts.
- At9 h. 30 m. p. u., according to the time kept by the Indienne,
a floating body at the boom, in the direction of her starboard
cat-head, blew up with a tremendous explosion, bat, although
distant only 110 or 120 yards from the frigate, did not, as we
are told, do her the slightest injury. The words of Captain
Proteau in his journal are: * J’étais dans cette position, & trois
encablatures et demie de mon escadre, I’amiral dans mes eaux,
lorsque nous distinguéimes & 9 heures et demie, sous notre bossoir
de tribord, un corps flottant a ’estacade. L’explosion s’en fit
tout-a-coup et vomit quantité de fusées artiﬁcielres, grenades, et
obus, qui éclatérent en ’air sans nous faire le moindre wal, ce-
pendant nous n’en &tions qu’d une demie-encablature.” What
then becomes of the statement of Mr. Fairfax, the master of
Lord Gambier’s fleet, that the explosion-vessel blew up at “about
a mile” from the enemy? What grounds had he for fearing,
that he should be blown up, instead of the enemy, when he ad-
mits that the Lyra, the vessel he was on board of, lay two cables’
length to windward of the explosion-vessel, while the Indienne,
who escaped unhurt, lay only half a cable to leeward of her 7%
In 10 minutes more, a secong vessel exploded, also on the boom,
and almost under the bowsprit of the Indienne. We may ob-
serve, in passing, that, although in point of absolute time the
Indienne and Impérieuse differ by an hour and ten minutes, in
relative time they agree exactly. is last explosion is described
to have been more loud and appalling than the first, and to have
covered the frigate with a sl}:ower of fire; and yet we are not
informed of any injury she sustained. It is therefore true, as
Lord Gambier has stated, that ¢ the blast of the explosion-
vessels, under Lord Cochrane’s immediate direction, did not take
Elace by any means so near fo the enemy’s ships as his lordshi
ad prjected.”+ But it was not because the fusees had been
fired too early, as stated by Lord Gambier’s witnesses, nor be-
cause the fusees had burnt too rapidly, as generally understod, but
because the boom had interposed to stop the progress of the ves-
sels. When the Indienne’s officer on the forecastle discovered
the floating body, it was already, at, not advancing towards, the
boom. Had this boom been away another half minute would
have carried the vessel amidst the line of frigates; and then,
what would have been the effect of the blast ; that blast fol-
lowed in 10 minutes by a second, which was even greater and
more terrific than the first? At 9 h.45 m. . M. the Mediator
broke through the boom, and, as ‘well as the ships with her, was
instantly fired at by the French ships, the shot of the line-of-

* See Minutes, &c., pp. 177, 178, + Ibid, p. 181.
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battle ships passing between the masts of, and no doubt injuring,
the frigates in advance. The latter presently cut their cables.
The Hortense, making sail, passed to windward of many of the
fire-ships, and discharged several broadsides into them. This
frigate and her two consorts then retreated to the rear of the
line-of-battle ships. Of these, the first boarded by a fire-vessel
was the Régulus, with whom a large brig, in full combustion, is
represented to have been grappled for a quarter of an hour;
and yet the French 74 escaped, as far as it appears, without any
material injury, except some slight damage occasioned by
running foul of the Tourville. The Océan was also grappled
by a fire-ship ; the particulars of which we will give in the words
of one of her own officers, as extracted from the translated copies
of severalintercepted letters, with a sight of which we have been
favoured. “A frigate fire-ship was directing her course towards
the Océan. We veered out several fathoms of our north-west
cable, but the vessel was still nearing us. The Régulus had
just cut her cables, and was endeavouring to get clear of a vessel
which threatened to burn her. This movement of the Régulus
obliged us to cut our north-west cable. We set the mizen top-
sail to the mast to assist theship ; but, as soon as we brought up
by our south-east anchor, three fire-vessels made towards us.

hat was to be done? We were obliged to cut this cablealso,
hoist the foretopmast staysail, loose the foresail, and steer so as
to avoid the Palles, the bank of rocks on which the Jean-Bart
was lost. At 10 we grounded; and immediately afterwards a
fire-ship, in the height of her combustion, grappled us athwart
our stern. For ten minutes that she remained in this situation,
we employed every means in our power to prevent the fire from
catching our ship. Our engines played upon and completely
wetted the poop : with spars we hove off the fire-ship, and with
axes we cut the lashings of her- grapnels fastened to the end of
her yards; but the chevaux de frise on her sides held her firmly
to us. Inthis deplorable situation we thought we must be burnt,
as the flames from the fire-ship covered the whole of our poop.
Two of our line-of-battle-ships, the Tonnerre and Patriote, at this
time fell on board of us. The first broke her bowsprit in our
starboard main rigging, and destroyed our main channels. . Provi-
dence now aided mt as the fire-ship athwart our stern
began to drive forward along our starboard side, the Tonnerre
separated herself from us. Unless. this had happened, the fire-
ship would have fallen into the.angle formed by the two ships,
and would infallibly have burnt them. The fire-vessel having
drifted as far forward as to be under our bowsprit, we held her
there some time, in order to afford time to the Tonnerre and Pa-
triote to get out of her reach. While this fire-vessel was on
board of us we let the cocks run in order to drown the magazine,
but the flow of water was too slow for the purpose. We lost 50.
men at least, through their zealous exertions to disengage the.
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fire-ships: they- fell. into the sea. and were drowned; but our
boats saved a number of others. A short time after we had so
fortunately being burnt, another fire-vessel was: making
for our uarter: we fired eur hroadside and cut away
her mainmast.. This fortunately oceasioned her to.wear, and:she
pussed close alongsida of us. All the remainden of the- night
we were surrounded: by vessels on fire. Qur guns were con~
stantly firing, even on English boats towing some of the fire~
vessels, e one that grappled us on the poop.was towed: by »
boat, manned with' 15 or 16 men: we fired on her-and: obliged:

to let go the.tow.. In this disastrous. night the Cassard: had: five
men killed and. 15. mortally wounded by a.shot from one of the
fire-ships.”’

In the narrow escape of the French.admiralls: shify, as here
faithfully depicted by one who was on board: of Her, we may
form a tolerable idea' of what must have been the situation.of
severel of the others. Such, in fact, was the terror naturally
inspired by the fleet of flaming bodies approaching;. that every
French ship, except the Foudroyant, cut or slipped: her-cables
and went adrift. The Cassard, however,. brought up- again in
the road, at the distance of about 500 yarde ahead: of the Fou-
droyant ; who had, we believe, cut her north-west: cable, and was
wow riding by her south-east one. By midnight the-whole of the
remaining 13 French ships were-aground ; and the.following were
their situations at daylight on the 12th; as descnibed: by the
French themselves.

The Océan lay in the mud at the-distance of a full half mile to
the east-south-east of the anchorage in Aix road. Having on
board, in common with the other ships, a quantity of provisions
for the supply of the colony to which she had been destined, the
Océan was very deep, drawing net less perhaps than 28 or 29
feet. Hence she grounded while still in a part of Aix road, and
not on the Palles shoal, as was thought to have been the case.
This accounts for M. Allemand dating his official letter of the
12th “a bord du vaisseau.I’Océan en rade de I'isle d’Aix.”

At about 500 yards to the south.west of the Océan, upon a
rocky béd named Charenton, lay the Varsovie and Aquilon, and
close to them, but upon: somewhat better ground,. the Régulus
and Jemmappes. The Tonnerre, with her head: to the south-east;
lay, on a hard bottom about 200 yards to the eastward of the
rock of Pontra, and bore north-west of Isle Madame, situated
on the south-west side of the entrance to the Charvente, and
north-east of the isle of Enette, which forms the northern.extre-
mity of the opposite side of the sameriver. This ship, since 2
A. M., had ‘throwa all her guns overboard excspt 10 of her 36-
pounders, and had: cut away lier mainmrast; but nothing could
save her; as.she had already bilged. At some distance: to. the
south-west of the Ponnerre; nearly on the extremity of: the: Palles
in that direction; and close to:the wreck of the Jeau-Bart, lay. the
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Cadcnttn, with:her head to: the: southreast. - The Calcuttsa. firstt
tack the gnound st LI h. 30 ms ».w, fleated: agein at 1 aae,,
and. soen: afterwands: grounded: a: segond. time. upon: the. pock
Bottom; en which.she:at. this: time:lay. The: Patriote:and. Toun-
ville:lay on the mud off lele- Madame; and: at' no:greati distance:
from. the channel of the: Charente. With respect: to; the four
frigates; the Tndienne: lay about. three guarters.of a mile to the:
eastwand: of. the Ocfan, upen the mud: off Pointe: Aiguille, nean
Enette isle.. The' Elbe and Hortense lay upon.the Fontenelles,.
and: the Pallas upen: the mud: off the little fort. of Banques,. just
A0 tho grounded. sbipe, oupeaialy the-sie on the hard.part.o6

t unded. Ships,. 6 SIR on the- . -0l
the: Falles,g::em mors onp?e::p:pon am heel ;' and. mnstafprlhtem,,
from: the nature. of the:ground an which: they lay, were in a. veny:
desperate: situation. So that, altbough: the fire-vessels of the:
British. had. not caused. the: immediate diestruction ofl a: singli
ship of the French. fleet, they had left. nearly the:whole: of
ships in.a. compamtively defencelese state ; exposed, if promptly
acted upon, to anattack of a:different description, an.attack more
eonformable to:the rules of. regular warfare, and more congeniak
to what is usually the prevailing: spirit en boand: a British, flees

From her proximity to the scene of disaster, the Impérieuse:
was the first. British ship tochserve, and the first to communicatie
to the commender-in-chief, the grounded. state: of the. French
ships. The falling tide: obliged: the Impérieuse,.at daylight, ta
weigh and.stand out. Lord Cochrane- then. made: the following
telegraphic signals to- the Chledonis, the distance of whose
anchorage from: the: grounded ships. was just 12 miles.. At & ha
48 m. A. M, “ Half the fleet can destroy the enemy; seven om
shore.”” At 6 h. 40 m. “ Eleven on shore.” At 7 h. 40 m,
“ Qnly two afloat.” A$9 h. 30m. “Enemy preparing to heave
oft.” As soon as the tide suited, which - was at 10-A.n., the
Bmpérieuse returned and. reanchared close to the Boyart shoal,
the south part of Isle d’Aix bearing south-east by east:; which
was: nearly on _the same spot. from whieh the frigate had: a few
bours before weighed..

Immediately after the last tele%mphic signal of the Impérieuse,
Lord Gambier hed the fleet, “ Prepare with. sheet and
apave anchors.out. of. stern. ports,. and springs ready.” At 9 h.
35 m. A. M. the British.admiral made: the signal for the fleet to
waigh, bnt suspended: the execution of that signal by making
another,, calling. all captains on beard the Caledonia. As soon
as the conferen%em ended, the captains returned to their ships;
and at 10 h. 45 m.. &, M., according to the average time noted
down in the logs of the different ships, the fleet got. under way.
At 11 h. 30 m. a. ». the fleet: reanchored,.in 12'and 13 fathoms’
water, at the distance of three miles from the flagstaff on Isle
d’Aix, and consequently of about gix miles from the grounded
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French ships. The reason, officially assigned by the admiral, for

anchoring at so great a distance was, that the wind blew fresh’

from the northward, and combined with the strength of the flood~-
tide, rendered it hazardous to run into Aix roads; but, according
to the evidence of Captain Broughton examined at Lord Gam-
bier’s court-martial, his lordship was induced to anchor so far
off, because, “ as the enemy were on shore, he did not think it
necessary to run any unnecessary risk of the fleet, when the
object of their destruction seemed to be already obtained.”* -
As a further proof that the British admiral, whatever may
have been his original intention, had now abandoned the idea of
employing the fleet to cannonade the works on Isle d’Aix, or the
French ships aground on the Palles shoal, Lord Gambier did not

make the customary signal for the ships to get springs on their,

cables, and be ready to anchor by the stern, because that signal
(No. 14) began by calling upon the ships to “ prepare for battle.”
He therefore had recourse to the telegraph,as the only means of
making the latter part of the signal without the former. The
admiral did, however, direct the Atna bomb, covered by the

gun-brigs Insolent, Conflict, and Growler, to proceed towards Aix’
road, and take a position for bombarding the grounded French'

ships; and Captain Bligh was directed to take under his orders
the Valiant, Bellona, and Revenge, also the frigates and sloops,
and to anchor them as close as possible to the 2iBoyart: shoal, to
be ready to support the bomb-vessel and gun-brigs. While

therefore the latter, as they had been ordered, stood on towards-

the road of Aix, the Valiant and her division came to an anchor
about a mile nearer to the grounded ships than the spot at which
the Caledonia and the remainder of the line-of-battle ships were
then lying.

This movement on the part of the British fleet auguring an
immediate attack, the Foudroyant and Cassard, who had been
since daylight getting up their topmasts, cut their cables and
made sail for the Charente, the latter at 45 minutes past noon,
and the former in'a few minutes afterwards ; but, in attempting
to ascend the river, the two ships grounded on the shoal at its-
entranceé, very near to the castle of Fouras. In the mean time,
as the tide flowed, all the ships that had previously grounded
began to get upright, and their crews to exert themselves anew
to float them off the bank. The water and provisions were
started, many of the guns and much of the ammunition thrown
overboard, and anchors laid out for warping. Since 6 A. M. the
Océan had carried out a stream-anchor, with.six cables. At
about 2 P.M., by similar means, the Patriote, Régulus, and
Jemmappes, succeeded in getting afloat, but grounded again on
the muddy shoal at the entrance of the Charente. By tﬁ: time

* Minutes, &c., p. 222.



1809. LORD GAMBIER AT BASQUE ROADS. 113

it became nearly. high water, the Océan also got afloat, and
moved herself about 700 yards nearer to the channel of the
river, where she was again stopped by the mud. :
. Seeing the French ships thus gradually getting beyond the
reach of attack, whereby the whole object of the enterprise
would be defeated, and observing, in particular, that the three
nearest ships, the Calcutta, Aquilon, and Varsovie, were laying
out anchors and hawsers for the purpose of effecting a similar
removal, Lord Cochrane, at 1 p.M., just as the Atna and the
three gun-brigs had run past him, got under way with the Im-
périeuse, who had previously hove short, and, without any order
or signal to that effect, dropped down towards the enemy At
1h. 30 m. p. M. the frigate set her topsails, and stood directly for
the group of grounded ships on the Palles. Conceiving, now,
that no serious attack was intended to be made upon these ships,
which were setting their sails to assist in forcing them off the
shoal, Lord Cochrane made the signal No. 405, “ The enemy’s
ships are getting under sail ;”’ and in 10 minutes afterwards, or
at 1 h. 40 m. p. M., finding no attention paid to that, he caused
to be hoisted the signal No. 378, “ The enemy is superior to the
chasing ship.” At 1h. 45m. this was followed by No. 364,
¢ The ship is in distress, and requires to be assisted immediately.”
The latter was the point aimed at; but there was no disuniting
the signal without having rtecoufse to the tedious operation of
the telegraph.

At 1 h, 50 m. p. M. the Impérieuse shortened sail, and fired a
shot at the Calcutta; and at 2 p.M. anchored on the Palles
shoal in five fathoms, veered to half a cable and kept fast the
spring. Her starboard broadside being thus brought to bear
apon the Calcutta’s starboard quarter, the Impérieuse com-
menced her fire upon that ship, and occasionally, with her star-
board forecastle and bow guns, upon the Varsovie and Aquilon.
At 2 h. 10 m., finding that the shot from the 24 and 18 pounder
carronades of the Insolent, Growler, and Conflict, were dropping
outside of the Impérieuse, and that even the shot from the
heavier carronades of the Beagle, which brig had since anchored
rather within the line taken up by the gun-brigs, were not pro-
ducing any visible effect, Lord Cochrane wished to order them
to come closer in ; but, the signal making no distinction between
ships and brigs, the ZAtna would also feel bound to obey it, and
she was in a proper situation for throwing her shells. In this
emergency, the captain of the Impérieuse adopted an expedient
more decisive than courteous: he ordered the maindeck guns of
the frigate to be fired at, or near to, the brigs. They were so;
and the latter took the hint, and dropped down to a more
effective position, but still kept outside of the Impérieuse.

At a few minutes past 2 P. M., finding that the Impérieuse
was warmly engaged with the enemy’s ships, Lord Gambier
made the signal for the Indefatigable, then at anchor with the

VOL. V. 1
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advanced squadron near the Boyart shoal, to weigh. Accord
ingly, at 2 h. 16 r. . m., this frigate got under way, and, agree-
ably to a signal to that effect, stood for the Impérieuse ; but, the
wind though fair being light, and the ebb-tide making, the In-
defatigable proceeded very slowly, although carrying royal and
topgallant studding-sails. Shortly after the Indefatigable had
weighed, the remaining frigates and smaller vessels did the same,
and stood after her; and at about 2h. 30 m. p. M. the Valiant
and Revenge, by signal from the admiral, got also under way,
and proceeded in the direction of the firing.

In the mean time the Impérieuse continued engaging the
Calcutta ; and at 3 h. 20 m. p. M., on the near approach of the
Indefatigable and other frigates, the crew of the Impéricuse
cheered them, At that moment, finding that the Calcutta had
ceased firing, and that the Frenchmen were abandoning her,
Lord Cochrane sent a midshipman and boat’s crew to take
session. At about 3 h. 30 m. p. M. the Indefatigable anchored on
the inner or starboard quarter of the Impérieuse, and, until
hailed by Lord Cochrane and informed that the Calcutta had
struck, directed her fire at the latter. The Indefatigable then
turned her foremost guns upon the Varsovie; and the AiFle,
Emerald, and Unicorn, presently took their stations of
the Indefatigable. Shortly afterwards the Valiant, Revenge,
and Pallas, came up and anchored ; the last ahead of the other
frigates, the Valiant close astern of the Indefatigable, and the
Revenge about 600 or 800 yards to the north-east of the Im-
périeuse. Thus anchored with springs, in the form of a crescent,
around the grounded French ships, the British ships opened
lépon them a heavy and destructive fire. The fire upon the

alcutta rendered it requisite to withdraw the boat of the Im-
périeuse, and Lord Cochrane sent others to inform the frigates
that the French ship had surrendered.

Determined to show that his object in anchoring where he had
was not to avoid close action, Captain Newcome, when he
weighed, gallantly ran in between the Indefatigable and the
wreck of the Jean-Bart. There dropping her anchor, the
Beagle opened a_ heavy fire upon the grounded French shipa.
Finding, after a wiule, that his rudder was almost coming in
contact with the wreck of the Jean-Bart, and that the Beagle
was in considerable danger from the fire of the Indefatigable,
Captain Newcome got under way and made sail for the stern of
the Aquilon. On arriving within pistol-shot of the French 74,
;ihe Beagle opened upon her a well-directed and destructive

re. '

Having sustained the cannonade of the many ships opposed
to them, without the means of using more than ieir stern-chase
guns, the Varsovie and Aquilon, at 5h. 30 m. . M., made the
token of submission by each showing a union jack in her mizen
chains, At this moment the Theseus, having weighed from
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Basque roads by signal at 3 h. 30 m. p. m., anchored between the
Revenge and Valiant. At 6 p.u. the Tonnerre, who lay just out
-of range of the nearest British ship, the Revenge, was set on fire
by her officers and crew, all of whom landed safe upon Isle
Madame ; and at 7 h. 30 m. p. M. the ship exploded. The Cal-
cutta appears to have been set on fire by the midshipman of the
Impérieuse without orders, and at about 8 h. 30 m. p. M. blew up
with a tremendous explosion, her hold containing an immense
quantity of powder and other ordnance-stores.

The only British ships that sustained any loss in this attack
were the I{eﬁenge and Impérieuse. The Revenge had one sea-
man and two marines killed, and one lieutenant (fames Garland),
five seamen and nine marines wounded ; two of them mortally,
and nearly the whole with contusions. The ship had her bow-
sprit severely wounded, a great part of her running rigging and
sails cut to pieces, five planks of the quarterdeck cut through
and a beam carried away ; besides which a number of shot had
struck different parts of her hull. The damage, in the hull, and
the killed and wounded, are stated to have been caused by the
fire of the batteries on Isle d’Aix, and the cut rigging by the fire
of the Aquilon and Varsovie.

The loss sustained by the Impérieuse consisted of three
eeamen killed, her surgeon’s assistant (Gilbert), purser (Mark
Marsden), seven seamen, and two marines wounded. The
frigate received several shot in the hull, and had her masts,
rigging, and sails a good deal cat: both loss and damage princi-
pally the effects of the fire of her three antagonists on the Palles,
especially of the Calcutta. The Indefatigable and:- Beagle,
although they escaped without loss, received more or less of
damage in their masts and yards from the enemy’s shot. Itis
remarkable that, although the batteries of Isle d’Aix and of -
Saumonard on the isle o%Oleron kept uf a constant fire of shot
and shells, the Revenge and Indefatigable were the only British
vessels of the 14 engaged that suffered from it: the damage to
the Indefatigable, indeed, was merely a wounded topmast.

With respect to the French loss in this attack, our information
is not of the most certain kind. The Calcutta is described to
have had her hull riddled before any assistance came to the
Impérieuse, and to have lost, out of a crew of 230 men, none
killed, but 12 badly wounded. The captain of the Aquilon
appears to have been killed, as he was sitting by the side of Lord

hrane in the boat of the Impérieuse, by a shot from one of
the Tonnerre’s guns, which accidentally went off while that ship
was burning. The Aquilon’s loss on board was inconsiderable,
owing, as it was stated, to Captain Maingan, when he found he
could not return the enemy’s fire, very prudently directing his
officers fand men to lie down. The Varsovie lost upwards of
100 in killed and wounded together. The Océan sent her boats

12
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to save the crew of: this ship, but the grape-shot from the British
shi'gs prevented the boats (gom getting alongside. »

he discrepancies that occur in the time kept by the British
ships, and our inability to remedy the evil by a reference to the
minutes kept by the French ships, prevent us from applying to
any very useful purpose, the followm%l translated extract from
the letter written by the officer of the Océan: “ During this
action (that with the grounded ships), we fired some of our guns
from the stern. The flood having borne our ship up for a short
time, we ran her on shore a few cables’ lengths further up. An
- English ship of the line tried to come to an anchor under our
stern ; butshe touched the ground, and was with great difficulty
got off. Had this not happened, we should have been can-
nonaded in a pretty style.” We cannot discover that any of the
British line-of-battle ships sent into Aix road had an intention to
molest the Océan: but the ship alluded to was undoubtedly the
Revenge. This ship, however, did  not actually take the
ground: she only stirred up the mud with her keel. One fact
18 certain. The Océan, at the time she was thus menaced, or
supposed to be menaced, with an English line-of-battle ship’s
raking fire, had retired from a spot nearly half a mile nearer to
the Eritish fleet: on which exposed spot the French three-
decker had lain aground since long before daylight ; where, for
four or five hours the ship was heeling very much ; and where,
in short, a couple of well-handled frigates, one on each quarter,
might have nearly destroyed her.

Even after this opportunity had been lost, five French line-of-
battle ships, and one frigate were still assailable, either by fire-
ships, or gy frigates, gun-brigs, and bomb-vessels. Those ships
were the Océan, Cassard, Régulus, Jemmappes, Tourville, and
Indienne, all lying aground at the mouth of the Charente.
Unfortunately, there having been no reserve of fire-ships, the
fleet was now without any, and the only bomb-vessel present
was the Atna. However, three transports were hastily converted
into fire-ships; and at 5h. 30 m. p.m. Rear-admiral Stopford
got under way with the Ceasar, and, accompanied by the three
fire-ships, and the launches of the fleet fitted to throw Congreve
rockets, stood towards Aix road, receiving from the batteries of
Aix and of Oleron, a spirited but ineffectual fire. At 7 h. 40 m.
».M., Isle d’Aix bearing from north to north-north-east, the
Ceesar struck on what was supposed to be the south-eastern
extremity of the Boyart shoal. As it was nearly low water, the
Casar did not float again until 10h. 30 m. p.M.; when she
swang to the st.ream-aus?or which had been let go.. The Valiant
had grounded about half an hour earlier than the Casar, and
got afloat a few minutes later, equally without damage. Neither
the Theseus nor the Revenge appear to have grounded at all.
Upon weighing from her first anchorage, which she did shortly
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after the Theseus had brought up astern of her, the Revenge
unexpectedly kept afloat, until, to the surprise of her captain,*
she reached a fine anchorage between the Boyart and Palles
shoals, in five and a quarter fathoms’ water, at the dead of a
spring-tide ebb, out of reach of shot or shell; and where there
was room for five or six sail of the line. It was in endeavouring
to reach this anchorage, that the Valiant grounded on the edge
of the Palles. The Indefatigable and Impérieuse also grounded,
but got off in an hour or two without damage. At about 8
P.M. all the remaining frigates and brigs, except the Impérieuse,
weighed and anchored with the Revenge in the Maumusson
Ppassage. -

It was very near midnight before the three fire-ships were
ready to proceed. The wind then became baffling; and, at 2
A.M. on the 13th, began to blow from the south-west, or directly
out of the passage to Aix road. Profiting by this circumstance,
Rear-admiral Stopford, at 2h. 30 m. A. M., got under way and
made sail; and at 4 o.M. the Cesar came to anchor in Little
Basque roads. As the fire-ships, which had been committed by
the rear-admiral on his departure to the charge of Captain Bligh,
could not for the present be put in operation, nothing further
was done beyond setting fire to the Aquilon and Varsovie; both
of which ships, it is said, had the water up to their orlop decks.
Some persons have thought, however, that the Varsovie, repre-
sented to have been one of the finest two-decked ships in the
world, might, with a little exertion, have been saved. But the
Varsovie, as well as the Aquilon, was, by the orders of Captain
Bligh, doomed to destruction. ‘

he time occupied in removing the prisoners and their effects,
made it a few minutes past 3 A.m. bexn’e the fire could be put
to the two ships. At 3h. 30m. A.M. the flames began to
ascend ; and not being aware that the magazines of the two ships
were drowned, the Impérieuse got under way, to avoid the effects
of the expected explosion : asdid also the three fire-ships, which,
by the orders of Captain Bligh, had removed to the anchorage of
the Impérieuse, to be employed, when the time suited, under
Lord Cochrane’s directions. One of these, while working out,
ran aground off Isle d’Aix, and remained fast; but it does not
appear that the few hands on board of her were either lost or
made prisoners.

The appearance of the two flaming bodies led to some extra-
ordinary occurrences on the part of the French. They actually
mistook the burning Varsovie, and Aquilon for British fire-ships;
and the Océan, Tourville, Indienne, and others of the grounded
ships opened a cannonade upon them. This was not all. The
captain and crew of the Tourville were so alarmed at the seeming
agproach of those dreadful engines, that they abandoned their
ship, without waiting to furl the sails, which had been set to force

¢ Minutes, &c., p. 167.
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ber off the shoal, oreven to see that the fire, which had been put.
tothe ship in two places, had begun to take effect. Observing at
daylight from Ponte des Barques, where he and his crew had
landed, that the Tourville had neither suffered by fire from
without, nor from within, and that the British line-of-battle
ships and frigates were getting under way to retum to Basque
roads, Captain Lacaille prepared to go back to his ship. In
about two hours after he had quitted her, he was again on board
with, including three boats’ crews that had returned from doing
duty on board the Océan, about 230 officers and men, out of a
crew of at least 660. . .

The French captain now learnt that, during his absence, a
single British boat would have captured the Tourville, had it not
been for the prowess of one of her quartermasters, who, unknown
to M. Lacaille, bad remained in the ship. We are unable to
state what ship’s boat it was that so nearly made a prize of &
French 74; for, certainly, had the officer been aware of the
abandoned state of the Tourville, a resolute attack must have
been crowned with success. The following is a summary of the
French quartermaster’s story: His name was Eugéne-Joseph
Romain Bourgeois, and his age 31 years. Being resolved to
stand by his ship to the last, he crept from the boat into which
he had been ordered to embark, unperceived, through one of the
Tourville’s lowerdeck ports. As soon as the boats had all pushed
off, he began constructing a raft, in case the two supposed fire-
vessels should grapple the Tourville; or that the fire, which had
been put to the ship in two places, should take effect. He had-
just completed his raft, when an enemy’s boat approached the

ourville. He bailed the boat twice; and, receiving no reply,
fired off the musket which the sentry at the gangway%ad in hig
haste thrown down. The boat returned the fire ; but the intrepid
Bourgeois was not to be so daunted : he ran to the captain’s
cabin, and, taking an armful of muskets from the rack, die-
charged 20 of them in quick succession. This had the desired
effect, and the boat pulled away. After he had been on board
about an hour, he discovered, lying on the lower deck, three of
his shipmates, drunk and insensible. Shortly afterwards three of
the Tourville’s boats arrived from on board the Océan; and a
oung midshipman-volunteer (aspirant de premiére classe), named
arinier, took the command of the 30 men now present, and
made suitable preparations for defending the ship: indeed, every
man of this little band is represented to%mve sworn to defend the
Tourville to the utmost of his power.

At 5 a.m., agreeably to a signal made by Rear-admiral Stop-
ford, Captain Bligh got under way with the Valiant, Theseus,
and Revenge, and was followed by the Indefatigable, Unicorn,
Aigle, and Emerald. While the Impérieuse, in her way to the
anchorage she was about to take up, was passing within hail of
the Indefatigable, Lord Cochrane proposed to Captain Rodd
that, if the Indefatigable would go on one quarter of the Océan”
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the Impérieuse would take the other. Caftain Rodd declined
to do so ; alleging as his reason, that the Indefatigable’s main
topmast had a shot through it, that her draught of water was too
for the service in contemplation, and that he should not be
Justified in acting without orders, in the presence of two superior
officers, Captains Bliﬁh and Beresford. At 6 A.m. the Impé-
rieuse anchored in the Maumusson passage ; and at 6 h. 30m.
A. M. the Pallas passed under sail, on her way to Basque roads
after the other ships. Captain Seymour hailed the Impérieuse,
to know whether or not he should remain. Lord Cochrane
directed him to do so, if he, Captain Seymour, had received no
orders to the contrary. The Pallas immediately anchored ; and
the Beagle and gun-brigs followed her example. At 8 a.m.,
which was as early as the tide suited, Lord Cochrane despatched
the brigs and bomb-vessel to attack the nearest French ships
at the entrance of the Charente; meaning to follow
with the two frigates, if the water, which happened not to be
the case, should prove sufficient. At 11 A.w. the Beagle, ZKitna,
Conflict, Contest, Encounter, Fervent, Growler, aﬁ)e rocket
schooner Whiting, and the two rocket cutters Nimrod and King-
George, coming to anchor, opened their fire upon the Océan,
Régulus, and Indienne, as those ships lay aground. The Océan,
dunng the preceding night, had landed all her, boys, and the
greater part of her sl:%liers : the faint-hearted (hommes pleureux)
of bher crew had also been allowed the same indulgence. This
left on board just 600 officers and men, determined to defend
their ship to the last extremity. Since daylight the third tier of
water had been started, the shifting ballast, 100 barrels of
flour, and a great quantity of salt provisions, thrown overboard ;
but the Océan still remained fast. The Beagle, in the most
gallant manner, took a position, in 16 feet water (her draught
was 12} feet forward, and very nearly 15 abaft), upon the French
three-decker’s stern and quarter, and engaged her for five hours.
The Océan returned the fire with her eight stern-chasers; from
which, although her two poop-carronades from being overheated
bad upset early in the action, sheis represented to have fired 260
36-pound shot, 340 24-pounders, and 380 12-pounders.

'Fl:e Beagle appears to have borne the brunt of the en
ment, At all events, that brig suffered more than any one of her
consorts ; having had her hull struck in several places, her main
yard and main topmast shot through, and her standing and
running riggiag very much injured. The Beagle did not, how-
ever, sustain any loss of men; none at least that has been re-
corded. The bomb-vessel and gun-brigs also appear to have
escaped without loss, as well as without any material damage ;
except that the Ztna, as was now become an invariable case,
hdd split her 13-inch mortar. At the time that the flotilla
ceased firing, the Océan and Régulus, it being then high water,
were preparing to push further up the Charente. At4 p.u., the
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tide then falling, the Beagle and her consorts weighed and
worked back to their former anchorage, exposed, during a part
of the time, to a heavy fire from the batteries on Isle d’Aix ; but
which, nevertheless, appears not to have injured any one of the
British vessels. '

Among the damages sustained by the Océan in this attack,
was a 32-pound shot (one of the Beagle’s) right through the
mizenmast to the spindle, spankerboom cut in two, six main
and two mizen shrouds cut through, maintopsail -Yard badly
wounded, and two chain plates and all three topgallant yards
shot away. The hull had also been struck by several shot and
%ieces of shell, and even the decks in many places ripped up.

ut, notwithstanding this heavy damage, the Océan had only
one killed,a young midshipman, while standing near the admiral
at the commencement of the action. M. Allemand immediately
ordered all the hands, not wanted at the stern-chase guns, to go
below.  Owing to this wise precaution, no other life was lost, and
only a few men slightly wounded. The Régulus was at too

eat a distance to be much annoyed by shot, especially when

ischarged from carronades. Three sgells, however, fell on
board of her; and one of them went through all her decks, and
burst in the hold. Her loss we are unable to state. -The
Indienne had only three men wounded ; one with his thigh shot
off. Several shot, however, are represented to have struck. the
frigate’s masts. The Cassard, Jemmappes, and Tourville, appear
likewise to have had a slight share in this engagement, but were
too distant to suffer from it.

While this action was going on, the Impérieuse and Pallas
lay at the anchorage, unable, from the strength and direction of
the wind and the velocity of the tide, to advance with safety to
the attack of the grounded ships. At noon the Dotterel, Fox-
hound, and Redpole, and two more rocket-vessels, from Basque
roads, joined Lord Cochrane, and anchored near the two frigates.
By these vessels Lord Cochrane received both a public and a
private letter from Lord Gambier. The public one directs Lord
Cochrane to make #n attempt upon the Océan, with the bomb
and rocket vessels, but expresses a strong doubt about the
success of the attack. Lord Cochrane is then ordered to come
to Basque roads as soon as the tide turns. The private letter
states thus: “ You have done your part so admirably, that I will
not suffer you ‘to tarnish it by attempting impossibilities, which
I think, as well as those captains who have come from you, any
further efforts to destroy those ships would be. You must there-
fore join as soon as you can with the bomb, &c., as I wish for
some information which you allude to, before I close my de-
spatches.” To the first or public letter, Lord Cochrane replied :
“1 have just had the honour to receive your lordship’s letter.
We can destroy the ships which are on shore, which I hope your
lordship will approve of.” Either a few minutes before or after
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the receipt of Lord Gambier’s letter, it was considered on board
the Imperieuse that her signal of recall was made by the Cale-
donia. The Impérieuse answered the supposed signal (for it is
doubtful if it was made), and telegraphed that the enemy could
be destroyed. It was shortly after this that the Beagle,
l{"Etlm’ and smaller vessels, reanchored near the Impérieuse and

allas. '

On the 14th, at 2h. 30 m. A. M., by throwing overboard the
chiefﬁart of her guns and other heavy materials, the Tourville
got afloat and entered the Charente ; but, presently afterwards,
through the alleged carelessness of her mlot, the ship ran on
shore on the opposite side of the river, off the town of Fouras,
and close to the wreck of one of the largest of the fire-ships,
probably the Mediator. The Océan was equally unsuccessful
in her efforts to get into the channel, and grounded on the
same side of the river as the Tourville ; but the Patriote, Hor-
tense, Elbe, and Pallas were more fortunate, and ascended the
Charente beyond the reach of danger. :
" At 9 A.m. the Impérieuse, it is admitted, was recalled by
signal from the Caledonia; which signal also directed Lord
Cochrane to communicate with Captain Wolfe of the Aigle, who
had been ordered to supersede his lordship in the command of
the Aix flotilla. At noon the Aigle joined the Impérieuse ; and
at 4h. 30 m. p.m., in compliance with the admiral’s orders, the
latter weighed and stood towards Basque roads. On the 15th
the Impérieuse sailed for England, having on board Captain Sir
Harry Neale with Lord Gambier’s despatches. About an hour
Pprevious to the departure of the Impérieuse from the anchorage
in the Maumusson passage, the Ztna’and five of the brigs had -
proceeded to attack the Régulus, Indienne, and the other ships in
their vicinity. The bombardment and cannonade cantinued
until 7 p.M., and only ceased then because the ZAtna had con-
sumed all her 10-inch shells. Very little effect appears to have
been produced -on either side by this engagement. During its
progress, the Jemmappes had cleared herself and run up the
river. -

In consequence of the strong north-west winds which had
been blowing, the French expected that the tide of the 15th
would be of an extraordinary height. To prepare for this, the
Océan threw overboard the whole of her thirddeck guns, half of
those on her first deck, and four 24-pounders from her middle
deck. As soon as the ship began to feel the flood-tide, a great
strain was hove upon the cables which had been laid out the
day before, and the driver and all the after sails were set, to bring
the ship’s head to the wind, which still blew strong from the
north-west. At 2 A.m. the Océan felt the canvass, and got out
of her bed, The bead-sails were then set, the cables cut, and
the French three-decker moved ahead through the mud. After
forcing her through it for 500 yards, the Océan got into the fair
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way of the river, and at 3h. 30 m. A.m. anchored off Pointe
des Barques in perfect safety. At 4 p.m., by following the
same plan as the Océan, the Cassard met with the same success.
So that the only ships that remained aground at the mouth of
the Charente, were the Foudroyant, Régulus, Indienne, and
Tourville, the latter farthest up of any. Against these ships
no effective attack could be made, even had the weather per-
mitted, because there was no bomb-vessel in the British Et,
the Ztna having split her 13-inch mortar and used all her
10-inch shells.

On the 16th, at 10 A.m., after more than five days’ exertions,
highly creditable to her commander, M. Proteau,and his officers
and crew, the Indienne was set on fire, and in an hour or two
blew to pieces. On the 17th at 4 A.m,, it being then about
high water, the Foudroyant and Tourville extricated themselves
and stood up the river; the latter anchoring off Pointe Verge-
ron, and the former a little below Pointe des Barques. There
now remained only the Régulus; and she lay, as already stated,
io?n the north-east Kank of the Charente, just under the town of

ouras. .

The 18th and 19th passed, without any attempt to destro
this French ship. On the first day there was no bomb-vessa{-
On the second day the Thunder arrived, but the weather was too
violent for the small vessels to co-operate with her. The officer
of the Océan, whose letter we have before quoted, says, under
date of the 19th of April : “We begin to despair of getting off
the Régulus, which ship is still in the same situation. The
enemy continue in Isle d’Aix road to the number of 20 sail.
They have not made any movement whatever for these three
days : which is a thing not at all to be understood (ce qui ’on ne
congoit pas bien), for they might with ease attack the Régulus,
and oblige her crew to abandon her.”

On the 20th the Thunder, covered by the gun-brigs, went to
attack the Régulus; but a few discharges from the former’s
13-inch mortar soon reduced it to the state of the Ktna’s. The
21st and 22d appear to have passed inactively. On the 23d
four gun-brigs took each on board two of the Aigle’s long
18-pounders, and, with the two bomb-vessels (the ZAtna ha::ﬁ
supplied herself with 10-inch shells from the Thunder),
every means, during the whole of the 24th, to drive the French
out of the Régulus, but without success. This was the last
attempt that was made; and at daylight on the 29th the
Régulus got herself afloat, and soon joined her companions at
Rochefort. On the same day Admiral Lord Gambier, in the
Caledonia, sailed for England ; and Basque road soon became
thinned of its shipping.

Although rather a ticklish subject to handle, we shall not be
deterred from submitting a few observations upon the proceed-
ings which were carried on, for the avowed purpose of destroying

4
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the French fleet at anchor in the road of Isle d’Aix. In the
first place, we ask, Is it necessary that an attack by fire-ships
should take place in the night ?* It is clear that, if the officers
commanding those at Basque roads had had daylight to steer by,
fewer of them would have failed in their object. To destroy the
French boats at the boom, one or more explosion-vessels were ad=
mirably calculated ; but, if no boats were assembled at the boom,
the blast, however great, could have produced little or no effect,
as is evident from the Indienne’s escaping comparatively unhurt,
although not above 110 yards from the vessel that exploded
ahead of her. Had it not been for the accidental employment
of the Mediator as a fire-ship, it is probable that the boom would
bave been unbroken, and then all the ships, as well as the
explesion-vessels, would have expended themselves outside of it.
The existence of a boom should have been presumed; and one
heavy fire-ship, or explosion-vessel if deemed preferable, should
have been sent considerably ahead of the others, to break it
down and open a channel for them. The remaining fire-ships,
chained in twos or fours, might then have proceeded, with
almost a certainty of taking effect, admitting, as we before
_suggested, that daylight had been the time of the operation.
Another question presents itself, applicable to either a day ora
night attack. Supposing the attack to have been delayed until
the tide had flowed two hours more, would not the French shi
bave grounded upon the harder parts of the shoal, as well as the
shallower at low water, and have been therefore less likely to
get afloat at the return of the tide ?
The next point for consideration is the attack upon the
unded ships. It must here in justice be stated, that Lord
mbier had not such an effective force in vessels of a light
draught of water, as, according to the nature of the service, he
ought to have been supplied with. In most navies a gun-vessel
means a small vessel, carrying from one to four heavy long guns,
capable, from the manner in which they are mounted, of being
used on either side, and from the extent of their range, of ane
noying an enemy at a considerable distance; but in the British
navy a gun-vessel, or gun-brig, is a vessel that carries on her
broadside five or six 18-pounder carronades, whose effective range
i8 scarcely two-thirds that of a long gun of the same caliber,
Lord Gambier had five of this description of small-craft: he
had also, except just as the affair ended, one, and only one bomb-

# Mr. James has asked this question as a landsman, and it is easily
answered : had the attack taken ;Hace by daylight, the fire-ships would most
probably have been sunk by the well-directed fire of the French §h1ps_;.the
effect of the attack would have been destroyed by the danger being visible,
and night, and its darkness and horrors, adds more to the fear of fire than the
inexperienced can imagine; by daylight, the French ships if they cut their
cables, might have run without grounding, into security ; whereas by night,
the marks could not be seen, the danger could not be avoided.—Ed. ;
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vessel. This was not the kind of force which Captain Keats
_contemplated, when in April, 1807, he proposed attacking the
French squadron at anchor in the same road. He required
small vessels with long guns, and “ that class which have been
in the custom of throwing 8-inch shells from 68-pounder car-
ronades.”*

Being deficient, as he undoubtedly was, in his force of small
vessels, the admiral should have been more vigorous and decisive
in his attack by the larger vessels. Next to the Caledonia and
Gibraltar, the Cesar and Revenge drew the most water of any
ship in Lord Gambier’s fleet. gVVha.t business, then, had the
Cesar and Revenge in Isle d’Aix road, while the Bellona and
Resolution were lying at anchor in Basque road? Why was
not the water from the transports, that were fitting as fire-ships
emptied into the sea, instead of being transferred to the line-of-
battle ships? Every additional half-foot the latter drew was of
consequence, in the service in which they were about to be en-
%‘a} d. Even of the small vessels, the best use was not made.

y were the Doterel and Foxhound, with their 32-pounder
carronades, not sent into the road of Aix before the 13th ? Then
came ignorance of the navigation and of the shore-defences, and
disputes about the authenticity of charts. It was at length dis-
covered, but too late to be of any utility, that there was room
for ships to act upon a fleet in Aix road out of range of the
batteries on either side ; and it was even doubted, whether the
fort of Aix might not have been silenced by two or three British
74s4+ A remark made by the officer of the Océan may here be
introduced. ¢ The batteries of Isle d’Aix afforded us no pro-
tection at all, for the enemy forced a passage up the road with
the greatest ease. Two of our line-of-battle ships (Foudroyant
and Cassard) did not think they could maintain their position at
the anchorage, and ran aground under Fouras. I did not think
even the flgtilla (alluding to some’ gun-boats fitting out) can
hinder shipy from forcing their way into the road; a road with
which the enemy, during the 15 days he was at anchor there,
made himéelf so well acquainted, that he went in and out as if it
was one of his own harbours.”

Upon his return to England, Lord Cochrane, for the gallant
part he had performed, was created a knight of the Bath. He
shortly afterwards intimated to the first lord of the admiralty,
that he should, in his seat in parliament, oppose the passing of
any vote of thanks to Lord Gambier for his conduct at Basque
roads. - Lord Mulgrave communicated this to the admiral; and
Lord Gambier, being well advised on the subject, requested that
a court-martial might be held upon his conduct between the 17th
of March and 29th of April. The court-martial was granted;
and on the 26th of July Admirals Sir Roger Curtis and William

* Minutes, &c., p 18. + Ibid, pp. 210. 214, 221, &c.
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Young, Vice-admirals Sir John Thomas Duckworth, Sir Henry
Edwin Stanhope, Billy Douglas, and George Campbell, Rear
admiral John Sutton, and Captains John Irwin, Robert Hall,
Edward Stirling Dickson, and Richard Dalling Dunn, assembled
at Portsmouth, to try Admiral Lord Gambier upon the following
charge: ** And whereas, by the log-books and minutes of signals
of the Caledonia, Impérieuse, and other ships employed in that
service, it appears to us that the said Admiral Lord Gambier, on
the 12th day of the said month of April, the enemy’s ships bein
then on shore, and the signal having been made that they coulg
"be destroyed, did for a considerable time neglect or delay taking
effectual measures for destroying them.”

The court sat from the 26th of July to the 4th of August,
The minutes of the trial are now before us; and we cannot re-
frain from observing, that several of the members, particularly
the president (Sir Roger Curtis) and Admiral Young, evinced a
strong bias in favour of the accused. On two or three occasions,
Admiral Young attempted to browbeat Lord Cochrane ; and the
cross-examination of spme of the witnesses, whose evidence went
in support of the charge, would have done credit to a practitioner
of V\Festminster hall. Nor must we omit to notice the singular
circumstance, that Captain Maitland, of the Emerald, who had
made no secret of his opinion on the character of the proceedings
in Aix road, should happen, when the court-martial was aboutto
take place, to be on the Irish station. It is true that the secre-
tary of the admiralty informed Lord Gambier, that Captain Mait~
land, if his lordship desired, should be ordered to attend. But
Lord Gambier, as may be supposed, did not wish to delay the
trial on that account; and out of the 17 captains employed in
Basque roads, with the exception of Captain Richardson of the
Ceesar, Captain Maitland was the only one who was not examined
as a witness on the admirals court-martial.

Upon the whole, therefore, we are not at all surprised at the
sentence which that court-martial pronounced upon Admiral
Lord Gambier. The sentence was as follows: “ Having heard
the evidence produced in support of the charge, and by the said
Right Honourable Lord Gambier in his defence, and what his
lordship had to allege in support thereof ; and, having maturely
and deliberately weighed and considered the whole, the court is
of opinion, that the charge has not been C"Proved against the said
Admiral the Right Honourable Lord Gambier; but that his
lordship’s conduct on that occasion, as well as his general conduct
and proceedings as commander-in-chief of the Channel fleet
in Basque roads, between the 17th day of March and the 29th
day of April, 1809, was marked by zeal, judgment, ability,
and an anxious attention to the welfare of his majesty’s service,
and doth adjudge him to be most honourably acquitted; and the
said Admiral tEe Right Honourable " Lord Gambier is hereby
most honourably acquitted accordingly.”
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Lerd Gambier’s assertion at his trial, that the most distant
French ship of the two lines was within point-blank shot of the
works of Isle d’Aix, we, by giving the exact distance, have shown
it to be incorrect. Equally untenable are the last two of the
four points upon which his lordship rested his defence. One of
those two points was: “That three out of the seven of the
enemy’s ships aground on the Pelles were, from their first being
on shore, totally out of the reach of the guns of any ships of
the fleet that might have been sent in ; and that at no thme w
ever, either sooner or later, could they have been attacked.”
The other point was: “That the other four of the 11 .ships of
which the enemy’s fleet consisted, were never in a situation to
be assailed -after the fire-ships had failed in their main object.”*
To demolish the first of these grounds of justification, it 18 (EZ

uisite to advert to the situation, near the Calcutta, of the
l‘etﬂuts and Jemmappes, two of the above three ships, until 2 p. w.
on the 12th ;1 and the second ground-gave way beneath his lord-
ship, when the first British cannon~shot struck the Indienne, de-
scribed by her commander as half a league to the eastward of the
Qcéan, and she was the north-easternmost of all the grounded
line-of-battle ships.1 ,

The neglect, or the itr;possibility, to send out the promised
bomb-vessels contributed, undoubtedly, to mar the enterprise,
but not to the extent generally supposed, because of the in-
efficient state of all the 13-inch mortars (chiefly from being too
light, an evil since remedied) then in use in the British na
It has been urged, that the admiralty ought to have selected
officers ac«zuainwd with the navigation of Basque and Aix roads;
baut it will be recollected, that, when the attack was resolved
upon, a British fleet already lay at anchor in the former road,
and to have substituted officers for others, who were on the spot,
might have led to the inference that there was not merely a lack
of information, but a lack of zeal. As it was, the appointment
of Lord Cochrane, the junior of so many captains in the same
fleet, to conduct the enterprise, created a jealousy, where the
utmost unanimity should have prevailed. A little management
and address might have effected the object, without giving
offence to any one. Or the thing might have been done boldly;
and, as Lord Gambier had expressed a doubt as to the success
of the plan in the contemplation of the admiralty, he should
have been recalled, and another admiral, who saw no uncommen
difficulty in the undertaking, have been sent to relieve him.

The opinion which Napoléon is said to have expressed, whea
many years afterwards questioned relative to the attack upon his
fleet in the road of Aix, is contained in the following extract
from a well-known lish Qublication: “ Some conversation
now took place about Lord Cochrane, and the attempt which

* Minutes, &c., p. 187, 1+ Seep. 112!
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his lordship made to captare or destroy the ships in the Clarente.
I said that it was the opinion of a very distinguished naval
officer whom I named, and who was well known to him, that, if
‘Cochrane had been properly supported, he would have destroyed
the whole of the French ships, ¢ He could not only have de-
stroyed them,’ replied Napoléon, ¢but he might and wonld have
taken them out, had your admiral supported him as he ought to
have done. For, in consequence of the signal made by L’Allemand
(1 think he said) to the ships to do the best in their power to
save themselves, sawve qui peut in fact, they became panic-
struck and cut their cables. The terror of the brélots (fire-ships)
was so great that they actually threw their powder overboard,
so that they could have offered very little resistance. The French
admiral was an imbécille, but yours was just as bad. I assure
you that, if Cochrane had been supported, he would have taken
every one of the ships. They ought not to have been alarmed
by Y;:xr brilots, but fear deprived them of their senses, and they
®o longer knew how to act in their own defence.” ”*

The destruction of three French two-deckers and a shi
armed en flite seems hardly to have warranted the Nelsonie
exordium : ¢ The Almighty’s favour to his majesty and the nation
has been strongly marked,” &c.; much less the high-flown
mgyric, contained in the secretary of the admiralty’s letter to

Gamb