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ADVERTISEMENT

THE publicatxon of the Statiftical Account of

Scotland, notwithftanding all the affiftance
that could poffibly be procured, is attended with much
greater difficulties, than can well be conceived. Yet,
had it been the means, of producing alone, the valua-
ble information, contained in the following pages, it
is impoflible, that any one, pofleflfed of the leaft par-
ticle of public fpirit, could have confidered his time
and labour mifapplied. For, it is believed, that there
is no work, now extant, which throws fuch light up-
on the acual ftate of human fociety, or furnifhes fo
many ufeful hints, of the moft likely means of pro-
moting its happinefs a'nd improvement.

Among the other fubjedts of importance, which
the reader will have the fatisfaction of finding pretty
clearly explained, in the courfe of the following pa-
pers, there is one point which meritsto be particular-
Iy attended to, namely, the proofs, which they con-
tain, that the Population of Scotland, within thefe
4oyears paft,hasconfiderably increafed. Though the
progrefs of improvement in the country, might have

fatisfied
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fatisfied every individual, of that fad, yet, fuch is
the bias in favour of former times, that nothing,
but a fair comparifon, foundedon accurate furveys, at
different periods, could have produced full convition,
in the minds of many. Itis a fortunate circum~
ftance, therefore, that the late ingenious and learn-
ed Dr Webfter, was employed, many years ago, in
fimilar inquiries ; and, that he drew up, in 1753,.at
the defire of the late Prefident Dundas, for the in-
formation and the fervice of Government, an ac-
count of the number of people in Scotland. In his
introdacion to that account ¥, he ftates, “ that he

“ had

* Dr Webfter’s repart was never printed. There are, how-
ever, feveral copics of it, in manufcript, in private hands;
and the moft material parts of the information it, contains,
will be inferted, in the courfe of this work. It may be fuf-
ficient, at prefent, to give the following ftatement, drawn up
by that accurate calculator, of the ages of the inhabitants of
Scotland, in 17535.

Age, No. of petfoas.
From 1 to 10 322,381
10 to 20 235,813
20 to 30 210,791
30 to 40 175,202
40 to 50 134,70t
50 to 60 94,840
6o to 70 58,911
70 to 8o 25,659
80 to 9o 6,495
90 to 100 . 587

Total _x,265,380
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had ‘eftablifhed, in 1743, a general correfpond.
ence, both with clergy and laity, for preparing a
fcheme, which was afterwards ratified by Parlia-
liament, for a provifion for minifters widows:
That he had improved that correfpondence, for
the purpofe of procuring lifts, either of individuals,
or, of perfons above a certain age, in the diffé-
rent parithes of Scotland: That, when the lifts
contained only thofe above a certain age, he cal-
culated the amount of the whole inhabitants, by
the proportion, which they might be fuppofed
to bear, to the number of fouls, according to the
moft approved tables, compared with the fa in
many parts of Scotland, where the minifters, at
his defire, not only numbered their parifhioners,
but diftinguifhed their refpective ages: So that,
it is humbly apprehended, the account he has giv-
en, of the number of the people, is fufficiently
exad to anfwer every valuable purpofe.” Doéor

Webfter’s well known chara&er for accuracy, and
the fuccefs, with which his calculations have been.
uniformly attended, ought to fatisfy every one, that
the report he drew up may be fafely relied on; and
above all, he had every inducement to make the po-
pulation of Scotland rather large, than otherwife;
fince the report was to be laid before the Govern-
ment at the time, in whofe eyes, he would natural.
ly be inclined to place his native country, in as fa-
vourable and refpectable a light as poffible,

It
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1t is much to be regretted, that it was found igtis
pralticable, to include a greater number of parithes,
in this volume. It contains, hewever, fp many im-
portant diftricts, that the accounts could not, with
any degree of propriety, be rendered more concife.
There is reafon, however, to believe, that, in future,
every volume will contain from 8o to 160 parifhes;
{fo that, the whole work will be contained in about
ten volumes. It now can hardly be doubted, that it
will prove the completeft furvey of a kingdom, of
which we have any knowledge; and, at the fame
time, will not exceed, either in price, or bulk, the
topographical accounts given of many individual
counties in England.

Nothing, therefore, is wanting, but a little far-
ther perfeverance and exertion, on the part of the
clergy of Scotland, to complete a work,~—which
will be a monumnient of their own induftry and abi-
lities ;—which will promote the improvement of
their country, more rapidly than can be effected by
any other means ;~~AND WHICH, BY GIVING MORE
AUTHENTIC INFORMATION, REGARDING THE IN-
TERNAL STRUCTURE OF POLITICAL SOCIETY, THAN
EVER WAS KNOWN BEFORE, MAY VERY MATERIALLY
CONTRIBUTE TO THE GENERAL HAPPINESS OF THE
SPECIES.

CONTENTS.



CONTENTS.

No, Name ofthe  Popolstion Dittoin 'Increafe. Decreate. Pogee
parith. ‘in 1755, 179% N

1 Torthorwald 584 660 76 o 4
-2 Dornock 716 738 22 Q 14
3' Kirkmahoe 1098 1200 102 o 30
-4 Lochrutton 564 528 ° 36 36
- 5 Kirkeolm 765 945 180 1) 46
' 6 Stonykirk 1151 . 136§ 214 o [{3
7 Colmencll 1814 1100 O 714 57
-8 Galften 1013 1577 564 ° 7t
-9 Kilmarnock 4403 6776 2373 <) 84
20 Machlin 1169 1800 631 o 199
‘11 Eaglefham 1103 1000 o 103 119
12 Newabbey 634 649 15 o 125
13 Niclfton 1274 2330 1056 o 14¢
14 Renfrew 1091 1628 537 ° 166
15 Hamilton -3815  -go17 1202 o 177
16 Blantyre © 496 1040 ‘544 o 213
17 Stonehoufe 823 1060 237 o 223
18 Libberton "mo8*  “a4v0 42 o 233

23221 30163 7795 853

‘& ""The minifter. fuppefes; that thelc were only cxamisables,
aad not fouls . but it was Dr Whebfter’s praQtice,- when sxemine-
* bles
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(x)
No. Nameofthe  Population Diroin Increae. Decreafe. Pages
’Iﬂm mi7ss, 1 79“’_'
Brought over 23221 30163 7795 853
19 Kirkpatrick-Dur-
ham - 699 1000 3ot o 249 -
20 NewtonuponAyr 581+ - 1689 1108 o 262
21 Kirkintilloch 1696 2639 943 o 275

22 Moffat 1612 1600 (<) 12 28¢
23 Galathicls 998 014 o 84 299
24 Cockpen 640 1123 483 o 317
25 Crailing 387 672 285 o 322
26 Morham 345 190 o 155 333
27 Glentairn 1794 1700 o o4 339
28 Whittingham 714 655 o 59 348
29 Largs 1164 1139 o 25 360
3¢ Ecclefmachan 330 21§ o 11§ 367
31 Dalferf =~ - 765 1100 335 - o 37t
32 Dunoon 1757 1683 o 74 383
33 Wilton 936 905 °o 31 394
34 Monimail 884 1101 217 -] 397
35 Cults 449 534 8s o 407
36 Colleflie 989 949 o - 40 416
37 Denny 1392 1400 8 .- o 4
38 Burntifland 1390 1100 o 200 423
39 Selkitk 1793 1700 o 93 434
44536 54178 11560 1925

bies, or thofe about 8 years of age, were exprefsly returned, to
make an addition, it.is believed, in the proportion of about g to 11.

+ In Dr Webfter's report, the parifhes of Monkton, Preft-

.wick, and Newton upen Ayr, are faid, in 1755, to have contain.
- ed 1163 fouls, one balf of which, it is fuppofed, might belong to

Newton upon Ayr.
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No, Nameofthe Population Ditto in

Increafe. Decreafe. Page.

parith. n 1758 179%-
Brought over 44536 54171 11560 1925
4o Fortingal 3859 3914 (1] o
41 Blair-Atholl+ 3257 , 3120 o 137
42 Carefton 269 260 o 9
43 Kinnell 261 830 69 o
44 Craig 935 1314 379 °
45 Kirkden 563 737 164 o
46 Mid-Marr  ~ 979 945 o 3
47 Keith-Hall 1114 838 ‘o 276
48 Kilmuir 1572 2065 493 . 0
49 Rofskeen 1958 1780 o 258
5o Mid & SouthYellg86 1422 436 o
Total 60789 71306 13156 2639
Population in 1955 60789
Increafe in 1791 ' 30517

CALCULATION.

449
4061
483
49t
495
505
516
527
547
558
565

IT appears, on the whole, that in go country parithes in
Scodand, taken indifcriminately, from onc end of the king-
dom to the other, there is an increafe, fince 1755, of 10,517
fouls ; which is at the rate of 210 to a parifh, or (89,000 in
the 900' country parifhes of North Britain: And, as the great
towns (Edinburgh, Glafgow, Paifley, Aberdeen, Dundee,
&c.) have probably increafed to the amount of 210,000, the
total increafe in Scotland, in lefs than 4o years, will be
about 400,000, and the total population about 1,700,00Q

fouls,

»
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In fome copies of the Tables of Mortality fronting the Title,
Table 1L line ult. c olmn 17, for xq, read 9.
Table LI line ult. column 19, for 39, read38.
Small table annexed to Tablc L line 7, for 4y read 5
Page Line
§0 14 for l7 s read 1745.
54 ;g for n:l‘lg, read'g‘l)ownl
162 or extroardinary, read cxtraordinary.
177  § for purfued after, read purfued.
264 27 for (in f a few copics) Newton ca-ftle, read Nowton
caftle.
274 12 jfor ly, read lic.
336 31 for 745, read 345,
405 27 for Markinck, read: Markinch
go8 14 for 160 read 164.
516 6 for wefty read north.

§48 22 ﬁrnng, read rifing,
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STATISTICAL ACCOUNT

oF
SCOTLAND

PART IL
NUMBER L

PARISH OF TORTHORWALD.
(GOUNTY OF DUMFRIES.)

By the Rev. MR. James M‘MiLLax.

PP L N s Y

Origin of the Name, Situation, &'c.

TORTHORWALD, the prefent name of the parifh, is
fuppofed to fignify the Tower of Thor in the wood.

“The name is evidently of Saxon original, and derived from
Thor, the Jupiter of the Saxon deities. It lies in the county,
prefbytery, and fynod of Dumfries. It is bounded by the
parithes of Moufwald on the S. of Lochmaben on the E. of
Tinwald on the N. and N. W. and of Dumfries on the S. W.
The weftern part of the parith is very low, being part of that
extenfive tral known by the name of Lochar Mofs : Next to
this are paftures and meadows, frequently overflowed : Then
fandy ground of various breadth; to the eaft a fine till
foil, about a mile broad: Then green and arable braes, -
banks, and hillocks, interfperfed with wet clay grounds and
toors. At the caftern extremity of the parifh, the ground
Vor. II. A rifcs
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rifes in high black hills; one, called the Beacon hitl, affords
perhaps the mof extenfive view, round the horigon, of any
rifing ground in this part of the country, Criffel excepted.
There are about 4400 acres, including 9oo of mofs, in the
parifli; the inhabited part of which, with the exception of a
few Acattered families, is a {quare of 23 miles, in the middle
of which ftand the caftle, the manfe, and the church.

River and Mofs.—The river Lochar, which, for 7 miles,
divides this parifh from that of Dumfries, is atout 25 feet
broad at 2 medium; and fo much ona level,in its courfe through
Lochar Mofs, that it has a defcent of only 11 feet in _that fpace,
which meafures 12 miles in a direct line. It containg pike,
perch, trout, and eel; fome of the pike weigh 20 lbs. fome
. eels 3 Ibs. and a few of the trout § lbs. Several otters fre-
quent this river, and make great havock among the pike.
"Wild duck and teal abound here- all the year round, and
many wild geefe vifit this place’ in ftormy winters. A few

fwans alfo come hither, and feveral bitterns and herons. In
the adjacent mofs and meadows, curlews, plovers, and moor-
fowl breed. Lochar mofs®, it is well known, is a tra@ of 12
miles in length, and betwixt2and 3 in breadth, extending down
to Solway firth. That this mofs was once an arm of the fea,
appears -from feveral circumftances: Sea-fand and fleech are
found at the bottom ; and fometimes boats, almoft entire, wjth
anchors, cables, and oars. Tinwald ifles, at the N. W, extre-
mity of the/pari(h, are {aid, in a Spanith hiftory, to have been
the beft harbour in Scotland ; and Dumfries, which lies at the
back of the mofs, has been tranflated by Latin hiftorians, Dor-
fum freti, the back of the firth. There isa faying common
here, that this tra& was,
) ¢ Firft a wood, and next 1 fea,

¢ Now a mofs, and ever will be.”

: Oak,
® Bee Vol. L. p. 159.
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Oak, fir, birch, and hazel-trees, the latter with nuts and hufks,
are frequently dug up in many parts of the mofs : Scveral of
thefe trees are very large and frefh, and are applied by car-
penters to various purpofes of their trade. Fragments of the
firs are cut in fmall pieces, and ufed for kindling fires ; they
burn amazingly, and are frequently carried to Dumfries for
that purpofe. This mofs is bounded en the eaft by four pa-
rithes, Tinwald, Torthorwald, Moufwald, and Ruthwald, all
terminating in we/d, which in the Saxon fignifies a wood.
It is a tra& of above 12 miles in length, gemerally fine land,
about 2 miles broad, of a gentle weftern expofure, which
muft, from its good properties, have been early cultivated,
and indetd it is reportcd to have been antiently the place of
the greateft vefort in the country.

Climate and Difeafes.—From 1764 to 179e, a period of 27
years, 13§ males, and 145 females, in all 280 individuals,

* bave died in shis parifh, 54 of whom were between 70 and 8o,

and 46 above 80 years of age, fo that the climate, it fhould
feem, 38 very healthy, and favourable to longevity. In re-
gard to the prevailing diftempers, that will beft appear from
the tables of mortality, during the period above-mentioned, to
be inferted- in the appendix.

Proprietors, &&c.—There are only two heritors, the Duke of
Quecafberry, and Sir Robert Grierfon, of Lag, neither of
whom refide. The rental of the parith in 1756, was
L.610:8:8; in 1790 it amounted to L. 1357; and in
1791 rofc to L. 1850.  The beft croft land fets at 21s. 228,
and 23s. per acre, fometimes more; the fecond beft at 15s.
the third beft at 10s. The rent of 2 common houfe is not a-
bove 108. at 3n average; but then the tenants are bound ta

' an A2 uphold
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uphold them. No houfes are unoccupied. The land in ge«
neral is better calculated for grain than paflure. A good deal
of clover and rye grafs is raifed; but the mode of cultivation hi-
therto ufed, is rather of the old than of the new and moft ap-
proved kind. Formexly the farmerswere accuftomed to pay their
rents by their bigor bear crops,and by felling peats in Dumfries;
but, for 2a years paft, they have in a great meafure given up
the fale of peats§ and of latc have taken to fowing barley
inftead of bear. Oats and barley are their chief grains ; they
raife but little wheat, peafe, rye, and fcarcely any turnips. A. .
large quantity of potatoes is annually raifed, and this is the on-
ly article by which the grounds are ¢leaned, fallow being very
feldom praQifed. Till about 1770 the farmers of Torthor-
wald and Roucan had a confiderable part of their lands at a
diftance from their dwellings ; on this account the late Duke
of Queenfberry removed no lefs than 25 farmers from thefe
villages to themore remote parts of the parifh, where good farm
houfes were ereted; for which, his Grace gave them confi-
derable afliftance, and at the fame time inclofed almoft his-
whole grounds with ftone dikes and thorn hedges, at the ex-
pence of above L. 2000. The thorns have generally fucceeded,
but the ftone of which the dikes were built, being of the flatey
kind, they have fallen down very much.——The late Sir Wil<
liam Grierfon, of Lag, was fo attentive to have his lands clear
of weeds, that he held goof (chryfanthemum) courfs as fong as
he lived, for the purpofe of fining the farmers, on whofe
growing crop three heads or upwards of that weed were found,

Implements of Hufbandry, and Manures.— About 1750, there
were very few carts in the parith, trail cars being then gene-
rally ufed for leading goods ; dung was carried out in creels ;
hay led in truffes ; and peats in large facks, upon horfes backs ;
but, for aconfiderable time paft, cartshavebeen ufed for allthefe

purpofes,
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purpofes, fothat therdare now 88 in the parifh; there are alfo 44
ploughs of the ordinary kind, drawn by 2 horfeseach. Lime
from Comlongan, 8 miles diftance, is much ufed asa manure,
and with good effe@. Marle was formerly found on the edge
of Torthorwald moor, but the pit is now exhaufted.

Prices of Provifions and Labour.—Theprefent prices of pravi-
fions and labour are the fame as in Tinwald and Holywood pa.
rithes.—In 1730 the common half yearly wages of a male
houfe fervant, . were 225.6d. in 1739, they were 23s: in 1744,
and for feveral years afterwards, 30s. and a pair of thoes.e—
The ordinary wages of a women fervant, for the fame {pace,
were then 10s.——At thefe periods, including victugls, a
wright’s daily wages was 6d. a taylor’s 4d. a labourer’s 3d. or
4d. amower’s, 15.—— A hen fold for 4d. (now for 9d)—eggs
11d. the dozen,~—butter at 4d. per. lib. of 24 0z.—pork, 4d.
pet. lib. of 16 oz. {the fame price it bears at prefent, becaufe it
was formerly very fcarce)—an ordinary beef cow at Mar-
tinmas, 2 guineas,—a good leg of lamb, 7d.—an ordinary
leg of mutton, 14d.—The beft horfe in the parifh, in 1749, was
fold for feven guineas.

Mifcellaneous Obfervations.—~Several in the parith employ
therfelves in fpinming fa&tory-yarn, both lint and tow *.—
There are four licenfed alehoufes in the parifh, to which,
for the moft part idle and loofe perfons refort to drink
whifky. Thefe houfes greatly hurt the morals of many, and
in various refpets deeply injure the interefts of the country.
Every effort of the legiflature, fhould, therefore, be ufed to

reduce their numbers, and tokeep them uader the ftrieft dil-

cipline,

* Fafory yarn, is from flax given out by the ageat of anv
manufaliurer, to be {pun by the country people.
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cipline.—~The great military road from Gretna, to Dumfries
and Port Putrick, pafies through the fouth part of the parith,
and 2 toll-bar was ere€ed on it laft year. A turnpike road
from Dumfries to Lochmaben goes through the center of the pa=
rith, on which the firft toll-bar fet up in Nithfdake, was placed
in 1789. The ftatute labour in this parith is commuted for
L. 22:5 per. annum.—There arc plenty of good fprings
and ruaning water in ‘the parifn A well in. the moor of
Torthorwald, fuppofed to be of the chalybeate kind, is reckon--
ed falutary in fcorbutic diforders, and in gravellith complaints..
e~—There is abundance of peats in the parifh, but no cosl.

Eeclefiaftical State, Poor, t0'c.~Thechurchywhichwas built in
1782, at the expence of above L. 400, will contdin §co per-
fons, and is well executed.. The manfe was built in 1738,
The ftipend, as augmented in 1756, amounts to L.7o. per
annum, including L. 3:6: 8, for communion elements 5 and: -
the minifter has alfo a glebe of above 10 acres, valued at
L. vt per.annum. The duke of Queenfberry is patron. The
poor do not exceed 4, §, or 6 in Bumber, and are fupplied
quarterly at the rate of §s or 6s each, in ordinary cafes; but
fome of them occafionally get a great deal more. The col-
leCtions for their fupport are about L. per annum, with the
intereft of a fund of L. r5o, which is increafing every year.
~The annual falary of the parochial fchoolmafter, including
the intereft of a capital of L. 210, is L. 17 714: 5y, befides
fees for teaching. There have been 8o fcholars at one
time, at this {chool in the winter feafon ; but of late it has not
been fo full as ufual, a private fchool having been fet upin the
village of Roucan.

Population.—The population has of late increafcd confidera-
bly, as appears fromsthe following flatements :
2 In
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Below 8 years  Above 8. 8ecceders. Total,

of age,
In x 7_42; there were 8s " 440 15 §40
1781 90 450 25" 563
1790 103 523 30 660

Table of Births.

Males.  Féemaless  Total. Yearly

. Aversge,

For 20 years, ending 1750 122 119 241 12
175% to1770 131 134 265 . 13%
1773 to 1790 149 129 278 133

402 . 382 784 13

Table of deaths and marriages.

Deaths.

Males, Females. Total. Annual Ceup.
Aven;e. mar.

Fiomt734tor753} 8 g0 16 8 g

both inclufive
1754 to1773 8 97 185 9r 64
1774 to 1790 85 95 180 10} 41

pe

259 283 54t 9% 160

TABLE
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TABLE,

Shewing the number of deaths in 29 years, and the age at
which each individual died refpectively, in periods of 10
years, from 20 to 50 excepted.

Number of Deaths.

From their birth to 10 years of age. 66
20 - 3K

50 4t

70 ;70

8o 66

90 v 29

100 3

above 100 ' 2

Total 308

Prefent State of the Population.

The Village of  Village of Tor- Country part  Total.

Rowcan: thorwald. of the Parifh.
Individuals 143 : 135 382 660
Families 4% 34 -7 152
Average number in X .

a family C3x 4 [1 4T
Minifter ' 1 I
Surgeon 1 I
Schoolmafters P 1 ' 2
Farmers It ‘13 44 68
Tradefmen 14 13 9 36
Apprentices 6 1 6 13
Blackfmiths 1 1 1 3
Mafon x ‘ 1
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Village of Village of Tor« Country part  Total.
thorwald. parith.

Roucan. of the

Wrights 2 2 1 5
Miller o 1 ) x
Shoemakers [1 1 2 8
Weavers 4 4 4 12
Taylors o 2 2 4
Slater ° X o X
Clogger and Cooper * o 1 ° 1
Chapmen o ] 2 2
Male-fervants 3 4 2t 28
Female do. 9 [; 19 33
Labourers 2 4 9 15
Cottagers 13 6 26 45
Males born out of }

the parith 10 15 28 103
Females, do. 22 23 94 139
Farmers, do. 2 6 16 24 -
Antiburgh.Seceders 11 2 9 22
Cameronians 2 4 1 4
Prefbytery of Relief o ° 4 4
Married couples 15 17 45 78
Married perfons 30 34 92 1567
Men above 18, never married - - 9o
‘Women, do. - - - 1)
Widowers - - 16 f
Widows - - - 30 '
Perfons under 18 years of age - - 248J
Males - : - - 313
Females - - 347 6o
Perfons above 8o years of age - S 7
Average number of children to each marriage " 4f
Proportion of deaths to the whole population

for the laft 10 years § L 10 547

Population in 1755, according to Dr Webfter - ¢34
O
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Of married women, there are only three barren, two of
whom are fifters. Since 1756, ten women have had twins, of
whont feven lived in the parith of Torthorwald. Of the 14
aged pexfons in the parifh, 3, anno 1790, were in the 8oth
year of their age, and the reft 80 and ypwards. Of thefe, 5
were men, and 9 women. One of the men was born in Feb-
ruary, 1697.

Number of Horfes, {&’c.—~There, are, in the parifh, 120 hor-
fes; 650 head of black cattle ; 280 common, or {mall fheeps
principally fed on the hills, (about 30 on the farm of Drum-
moor excepted), and fmall parcels of petts, as they are com-
monly called, or half mugs, which run among the milk cows,
greatly to the injury of the cow pafture, and to the ruin of the
low ftone dikes, and thorn hedges.

Antiguities.—This parifh, was, it fhould feem, of fome mi-
litary confequence,
¢« In ancient time, when Britain’s trade was arms,
- ¢ And the lov’d mufic of her youth alarms:”
For it contained a caftle, and two Britith camps, the veftiges of
which are ftill confpicuous. The former, faid, by tradition,
to have been ere&ed by a thoemaker, in the parith, named
Skrimple, or Skriry-hard-fcracs, by means of a treafure he
found whilft digging his garden. It is ftill fanding,
though in a ruinous condition. The fituation is beautiful,
on the top of 2 fmall bank. Itis fuppofed to have been built
* in the thirteenth century; and appears to have been very
ftrongly fertified. The two camps are fituated about 2 mile
diftant from each other, one to the weft, -and the other to
the eaft of the caftle, each being about 3o yards ia diameter;
furrounded in fome parts with two, -and in ether places with
theee
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"!hrec, 'lar'ge-trcnchcs In Torthérwald moor thcre isa c;um ;
and a ring or circle formed of fmall ftones. -

\ Chapeller,t9c. of the People.~The mhabltants of thls pzm{h
.’tre generally very fober, honeft, and mdnﬁnous, and live com’
fortably and at an eafy rate. Fhey feed much on potatoes
and on pork. It isvery common for thc cottagcrs to buy 4
Pig, whxchthcyfattenup for fome months, and then kill. A few
of the men are fix feet high, and fome above that ﬂature, a
confiderable number are greatly above the’ common fize; and
thelr complexion is tolerable. Nonc enlift in the army; but
feveral enter into the navy. In 1750, five farmers cmxgratc&
from this parith to the ifle of Bute, where they engaged in
farms, but about 10 years afterwards, 3 of them returned té
Torthorwald ‘and the neighbourtiood. This parifli has pro-
duced 10 preachers of the gofpel fince 1762, Mahy young
men have gone abroad m diffetent lines, fcvefhl ‘of whom have
been fuccefsful, and have donc honour to thc placc of thcu-
nativity,

Bills of Mortality.—In forming the tables of mortality, (fee
appendix) it was intended, in as far as confifted with accuracy,
to prefervethe common names by which the difeafes are knbwn.
‘Where thefe are cither not fufficiently diftin&tive, or where one
name is ufed to exprefs more than one kind of difeafe, num-
bers are added exprefive of the genus they belong to in Cullen’s
Nofology. No diféafes are mentioned for children under
one year of agé, unlefs they have died of the fmal} pox, ‘mea-
fles, or chincough, and therefore they are put into one coliimn.
The column marked ¢ Internal chronic complaints, &c.” are
¢afes where 1o other definite name could be thought of, and
where they are in general thought to arife from obftruétions

B2 - of
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of fome of the vifcera. Many of them under this hud ha‘
been ded-rid for a long time before they died.

_ Obfervations on the Tables of Martality.—1t appears fagmthefe? -
tables, that the afthma, which carried off 36 fouls, has beea
the moft prevalent diftemper, and that 18 have died of rheu~
matic complaints, within the fame period. The uncommon
mortality of thefe difeafes was occafioned by a great number
of the inhahitants having been in the praQice of employing the
greater part of the-fammer, and even a good part of winter,
firft in making, and then in carrying peats from the mofs to
their own houfes, and for fale in Dumfries. In this employ-~
ment, befides being expofed to the vicifitudes of the weather,
the laboyrers generally had their legs foaked in mofs water al-
mott all the day; and, as they performed this work, not for
wages, but on their own account, thcy conftantly wrought
feveral extra hours, at a diftance from their own homes, and
without the convenience of warm victuals, &c. Under thefe
circumftances, the frequency and malignity of the afthma and

_the rheumatifm fheed not be wondered at; and the unheal.
thinefs of this [pecies of labour is a ftrong argument, in addi-
tion to many others that might be adduced, for abolithing the
duty on coal; fo as to render that fort of fuel, fo deftructive
to the health, as well as to the induftry of the people, na
longer neceflary.

' In 1796, inoculation for the fmall pox was firft introduced
into this parith, and that praitice has fiace been conti-
nued, always with fafety to the perfons inoculated, though
fatal to thofe who were infefted by it in the natural way
from the inoculated. Hence in twelve years preceding 1776,
only two perfons died here of the fmall-pox, whillt in
. ' ths

-
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twelve fucceeding years, twelve were cartied off by that dif-
eafe. This tends to prove the neceffity of making the prac-
tice of inoculation as general as poffible, where it is at all
adopted, otherwifc it may be produtive of harm, inftead of
ol ’

NUMBER
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g

NUMBER L.

PARISH OF DORNOCK.

~ (cOUNTY OF DUMFRIES.)

By the Rev. MR, JAMESs SMAILL.

. Name, Situatien, Extent, {Sc.

ORNOCK is a fmall parifh, lying in the prefbytery of Ane

nan, in the fynod and the fhire of Dumfries. It is

two miles and a half in length, and in general about two and
a half in breadth, It would be nearly fquare, were it not for
a fmall detached part, confifting of three farms, almoft quite
unconneted with the reft of the parifh, lying along the banks
of the Kirtle. It is bounded by the parifth of Annan on the
weft and' north, by Kirkpatrick-Fleming on the north eaft,
by Gretna on the eaft, and by the Solway Firth on the fouth.
Its name is probably derived from the oak woods, that former
ly grew there. Tor qr Dor, in the Celtic language, fignify.
ing, an oak, or wood, and nack, a knowy or hill. The parifh,
howeyer, is remarkably level, having no mountains, and few ri-
fing grounds 6o feet above High-water mark. The foil is in gene
ral fertile and producesvery good crops when properly cultivated.
But the greater part of the parifh, confifteth of loam upon a
ftony clay, or brick earth. So clofs a bottom makes it rather a
damp country in winter. The air is healthy, though rather

moift and chilly. There are no local diftempers peculiar ta .

the diftri. Confumptions fometimes prevail, and occafional-
; iy
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b ly fevers and the fmall-pox; the laft of*which is rendered
anuch lefs fatal fince inoculation has been fo generally.prac-
tifed. ’ . ,

&  Rivers, Fifings, &'c.—~The fmallriver, Kirtle, touches the
north eaft point of the parifh, and the Solway Firth, or Boos
. nefs Wath, asit is called, isits fouthernboundedy *. In the
Kirtle, there are fome common trouts, cels, pike, perch, and
the like ; but thefe are not in fuch quantities as to be an obje&
of much profit to the inhabitants. T fithings in the Solway -
Firth, however, are more confiderable, and merit a more par-
ticular detail, both on account of the income they produce,
and the fingular modes of fifhing, which are-adopted; a de-
{cription of which, may furnith ufeful hints to proprietors in
other parts of the kingdom. The modes-are fopr.— 1. With
liffers : a kind of four pronged fork, with the prongs turned
a little to one fide, having a fhaft 20 or 24feetlong. Thefe
} they run along the fand on their édge, or throw them when
they fee any fith. In this manner they often wound and kill
great quantities. Some of our people are very dexterous at
“this exercife, and will fometimes upon horfeback throw a
leifter, and kill ata great diftance. This isalfo called Jbatling s
us it isgenerally pratifed, when the tide is almoft fpent, and
the waters turned fhallow.—2. A fecond mode of fithing, called
baaving or hauling, is ftanding in the ftream, either at the flow-
ing or ebbing of the tide, withapock net fixedto a kind of frame,
confifting of a beam, 12 ot 14 feet long, having three fmall
fticks or rungs fixed into it, one in the middle, and one at each
end, about four feet loag each; to thefe ‘the net is fixed
- by

* Wath feems to fignify a ford, er place that may be ford-
ed or waded.

[
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by a fimall line ; alid with this frame they ftand, having the
mouth of the net, which is fixed to the frame; oppofed to ths
ftream, and the points ef the rungs fixed upon the bottom,
holding firmly the middle of the beam : fo that, whenever a
fith frikes againft the net, they, by means of the middle rung, *
inftantly haul up the mouth of the net above water, and the
Hifh which lies caught in the pock or hollow of the net, they
kill with an inftrument kept for that purpofe. A dozen ot
twenty men will fometimes go in, and ftand a-breaft in the
" fiream, at thiskind of*fithing, up to the middle, in firong run-
ning water, for three ot four hours together. A company
of this kind is called 2 Mell. 3. Another method is cal-
led pock-net fifbing : This is performed by fixing ftakes or ftours
(as they are called) in the fand, cither in the channel of the ri-
ver, or in the fand which is dry at low water. Thefe ftours
are fixed in a line, acrofs the tide-way, at the diftance of 40
inches from each other, about 3 feet high above the fand, and
between every two of thefe ftouts is fixed a peck-net, tied by a
rope to the top of each flour. The under part of the net is
made faft to a hank or ring, made of twifted willow or hazle,
and flipt on to the ftour on which it is moveable. Thefe pocka‘-‘
nets are made of ftrong twine, and the mouths of them are a-
- bout 3 feet wide both ways : They are of a wide mefh, fo that
the fith coming up rapidly with the fiream, inftantly rum
their heads into one of ‘thefe mefhes, where they ftick, and fo
sre unable to difengage themfclves; and as foon as the tide is
fpent, the fithermen go iri' and take them. Five of thefe pocks
are cailed a clout 3 and ten clout of nets are the quantity al-
lowed to each fitherman, who has only one fhare in the fith-
ing. They have alfo the diftances regulated, fo that one fither-
man muft not fet his nets within a certain diftance of another.
4. The fourth methed is called rajfg-net fibing. - This
is by far the moft profitable mode, yielding a rent of {rom 2
0

|
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to L. 300 2 year, within the bounds of this parifh. It is fo cal-
led, from the lower part of the net rifing and floating upon
the water with the flowing tide, and fetting down with the
ebb. This is alfo called /ake-fifbing, from the nets being al-
ways fet in lakes, or hollow parts of the tide-way, and never
either in the channel of the river, or on the plain fand. The
ftakes or ftours ufed for thefe nets, are in general, 10 or 12
feet long, and fixed in a row, acrofs a lake, or hollow, at
about 5 or 6 feet diftance. After thefe are ftrongly faftened to
the bottom, by being driven pretty deep into the fand, a
ftrong rope is pafled along, and fixed to the head of each ftour;
to this rope is fixed a net of about g or 10 feet deep, bound al-
fo at the bottom with a ftrong rope, but not faftened to the
ftours below.. In the middle between every two ftours, is
faftened to the upper rope, a fmall ftick about the fize of thofe
ufed by coopers for hoops to large veflels, and about 12 feet
long. The other end of thefe fticks are faftened to the foot-
rope of the net which keeps it quite tight, the lower end
of courfe, rifes with the net, and floats on the water with the
flowing tide : but, when the tide begins to turn, thefe fticks
are prefled down to the bottom by the returning or back-
going ftream, and fo take the net along with them, and pre-
vent any fith getting down the lake, till the tide is fpent or
gone out, when the fithermen, or the perfons to whom the
nets belong, come every 12 hours to fee what is left.  But if
the.lake does not ebb quite dry, they have to draw the lake
with a draught-net, to take out the fith. In this manner, great
quantities of falmon, fea-trout, herrings, cod, flounders,
furgeon, &c. are fometimes taken.

The fifh caught here are inftantly fold, and almoﬁ always
for ready money. Filh carriers are conftantly waiting at the
drawing of the nets, in order to buy and carry away the fith,
#s foon as they are taken. 'They carry them to the large manu.

Vor. 1I. C falturing
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falturing towns, in the northand weft of England ; and fome
of them are fent even to London.———The falmon is fold from
1s. per. 1b. down to 23d. according to the feafon of the year,
and the fcarcity of fith. The herrings and fea-trouts are fold
in proportion, rather at a lower rate. Cod are generally fold
at Carlifle and the neighbourhoud, at about 13d. or 2d. per. Ib.
The flounders are bought by the dozen, at from 4d. to 1s. ac-
cording to their fize and fcarcity. In July, 1789, there was a
confiderable herring fifhing, but we feldom have them in fuch
quantities, a3 to merit much attentian.

The Solway firth is navigable at high water, for veffels of
100 tons burden, five or fix miles to the eaftward of this;
and veflels may ly in fafety any where alone the fhore, being
all flat fand, without rocks. The tides are pretty regular. Spring
tides rife about 25 feet above low-water mark, and ordinary
tides about 10 or 12. There are evident marks of the
tides having been higher at fome diftant period upon this
coaft than they are at prefent, by at leaft 20 feet.

AMinerals.~When the great military road was making
through this parifh, a great quantity of matter was dug up
from a field, and ufed for gravelling the road, which had all
the appearance of a vittified fubftance or kind of lava. There
are very good quarrics of red free ftone, and fome muir or
whinftone, which are ufed both for building dykes and houfes.
No lime-ftone or coal has as yet been difcovered in this
parith 3 nor has any trial of confequence been made to dif-
cover them. The want of coal is truly diftreffing to
the country in.general, both in regard to agriculture and
manufaltures. As to lime, it can be obtained in the neigh-
bourhood.

Cattle, t'co—A gocd many black cattle, (about 700 head in
- all)
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all)are reared in the parith, principally of the Galloway breed,
being reckoned more eafily fattencd than any other.  There
are about 145 horfes, moftly of the draught kind. The fheep
do not exceed 160 in number ; and little or ng pains is taken
to improve the breed. There are about 300 fwine, fatted an-
nually. 'They are moftly falted, made into hams, and fent
into England.  There are, one year with another, about 960
acres in tillage ; of which, about200 are fown with barley, 600
with oats, 40 with peafe and beans, 20 with wheat, 20
with rye, 6o with potatoes, 20 with turnip, and a few with
lint. The only manure made ufe of, befides the dung produ-~
ced by the cattle on the different farms, is lime, there being
no marle. Some trials of fleech from the fhore, have been
made, but it did not feem to anfwer. From an acre of barley,
there is generally reaped, about 40 Winchefter bufhels, of
ocats 36, of wheat 30, of beans 20, of peas 15, of po-
tatoes 6 tun. There are about roo acres fown with artifi-
cial graffes, chiefly clover and rye grafs. About 790 acres in
pafture, and 1000 acres of common, fome part of which,
‘however, is improved every year ; fo that, {oon, there will be
no wafte 1and in the parifh, excepting about 109 acres of mofs,
which muft be referved for fuel. The expence of pest, in-
cduding cafting, carrying out, winning and leading shem.
home, may be about 9d. per cart-load. Such of the inhabi-
fants as are in better circumflances, ufually purchafe, every
feafon, fome coals from Cumberland ; for which, they pay at
the rate of 1s. 6d. per fingle cart load, befides a journey, go-
ing and coming of 36 miles, in addition to the great inconve-
nience, and rifk of croffing the firth at low water. Some En-
glith coal is brought by water, which, with the duty, coftsa-
bout g& per ton. while, in Cumberland, at the diftanceonly of -
two miles, they have the fame coal, for about 3s. per ton. It has
been long and ¢arneftly withed, that this heavy and fatal ob.
Ca2 flacle
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ftacle to the improvement of this, and of the neighbouring
diftriéts, could be removed.

Labouring Poor.—The expences of a common labour-
er, ‘'with a wife and four children, may be nearly as fol-
low.

Houfe-rent, with a fmall garden or kail-yard L.1 o o
Peats or fuel - - - - . .0 6 o
A working jacket and breeches, about - o5 ®
Two thirts, 6s. a pairof clogs, 3s. 2 pair of ftock-

ings, 2s - - - - o1l o
A hat, 1s. a handkerchief, 1s. 6d. - o 2 6

A petticoat, bedgown, fhift, and caps forthewife o 9 o
A pair of ftockings, 1s. clogs, 2s. 6d. apron, 1s. 6d.

napkin, 1s. 6d. for ditto. - e 6 6
A fhirt 2s. clogs, 2s. ftockings, 1s. for each of the

four children - - - .1 0 o
Other clothes for the children, about 4s. each 016 o
School wages, &c. for the four children - o110 Q
Two ftone of oat meal, per week, at 20d. per

{tone - - - 813 4

Milk, od. per week, butter, 3d. per ditto. - 212 o
Salt, candle, thread, foap,. fugar, andtea ~ - @ 13 ‘a
The tear and wear of the man and wife’s funday :

¢cloths - - L. + 010 o

Total qutlays L..17 14 4

At the rate of 6s. per. week, for 48 weeks, in the year, the
man may earn about L. 14: 8 ; the expence of maintaining the
family, will therefore exceed the man’s annual earnings, about
L.3:6: 4 per annum; but the deficiency is generally. made

. up
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up by the wife’s induftry, by her working in hay-time and
barveft, when fhe can earn about L.1:10s. and by her
fpinning through winter and fpring, when fhe may gain from
15. to 15. 6d. per week, befides taking care of her family. The
labourers ufually get fome potatoes fet by the farmers who
employ them, with any manare they can gather, which is
agreat help to their family, particularly in the article of oat
meal. With that faving they are enabled to buy better clothes,
and a little butcher meat for the winter. Indeed; fuch as are
induftrious, fober, and economical, live pretty comforta-
bly, and are in general wonderfully well coniented with their
fituation. g

Climate, Charaller of the People, ¢9'c.—Though the {oil is ra-
ther damp in winter, and the air moift and chilly, - yet this div
firi@ is rather healthful than'otherwife. There are feveraf
inftances of longevity. Some perfons above 80 years of age, now
living, are able to go about théirordinary occupations, and even,
fome about 9o and above it. There is one man ¢3; and 4 very
refpeCtable old woman, 96, who is ftill remarkably chearfuland
amazingly recolleCted. Another old woman died about a month
ago, that was 93 or 94. ~On feveral monuments in our
church-yard, there are ‘inferiptions, afferting the daceafed to
have been upwards of 100 years of age, one or two in parti-
cular, faid to have been 104,’if not more, — The inha-
bitants are in general above the niiddlcﬁze,’ of clear com-
plexion, agile, and altive, and ot deficient in mental qualifi
cations : Several of them are above 6 feet high, fome about 6
feet, 3 inches. Theyare inclined to be induftrious; but have no
manufalory of any confequence to erﬁploy them. It is thought
by fome, that thé fithing hurts their induftry, both in the ma-
mufalturing and firming tines. The people are not very fond
of a fea-faring life, though fome individuals-occafionally go

v
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to fea.  Such’young men as enter into the army, feem to give
the preference to the artillery.

Villoge, t&oc.~Dornock is the only place that can be called
a village. It is pleafantly Gituated upon 3 gentle eminence a-
bout a mile from the fea, and has a very commanding view of
the Solway firth, &c. It confifts of about 25 or 26 dwelling
houfes, fcattercd along the fide of the military road, which
runs threugh it. But the manfe, and two other dwelling-hou-
fes, inhabited by the proprictors, are the only ones two ftory
high, or covered with flate. 'The reft are gll mud houfes and
covered with thatch.

Mud-boyfes—~The farm-houfes in general, and al] the cot-
tages are built of mud or clay; yet thefe boufes, when phif-
tered and properly finithed within (as many of them are)
are exceeding warm and comfortable. The manner of eret-
ing them is fingular. In the firft place, they dig out the foun~
dation of the houfe, and lay a row or two of ftones, then they
procure, from a pit contiguous, as mych clay or brick-carth as
is fufficient to form the walls : and having provided a quan~
tity of ftraw, or other litter to mix with the clay, upon
3 day appointed, the whole neighbourhood, male and fe-
male, to-the number of 20 or 30, affemble, each with a dung-
fork, a fpade, or fome fuch inftrument. Some fall to the
working the clay or mud, by mixing it with ftraw ; others cay-
ry the materials; and 4 or 6 of the moft experienced hands,
build and take care of the walls. In this manner, the walls
of the houfe are finithed in a few hours ; after which, they re-
tire to a good dinner and plenty of drink which is provided for
them, where thcy have mufic and a dance, with which, and
ether marks of feftivity, they conclude the evening. ‘This is
called a dawbing; and in this manner they make a frolic

: of
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of what would otherwife be a very dirty and difagrecable
job.

Rent, t&c.—~The parifh is moftly let in fmall farms, from
L3:12s up to L. 120. per. annum, but the greater part of
them are under L. 30. The beft arable and meadow grounds,
let for about 20s. or a guinea per acre, that of an inferior qua-
lity, at an average, about 1s. The valued rent of the whole
parith, is only 2620 merks Scots. The land rent paid by
the tenants, is about L. 1480 fterling; the fithing rents a-
bout L. 22¢.; and houfe-rents, may be from L. 6o. to L. 703
year: total, about L. 1760. None of the greater proprietors,
who are 6 in number, refide in the parifh. There are 6 feuers
who have fmall portions of land of their own, wholive in the
village of Dornock. It is certainly unlucky for this diftri&t,
s well as for many others in Scotland, that the property of
thefoil has fallen into the hands of great proprietors, who draw
their rents annually away, and fpend them either in London or
in foreign parts. Whereas fmaller proprietors, living and refid-
ing on the fpot, would lay out their rents at home, and unit-
ing their ftock and influence with men of a&ivity in bufinefs,
in promoting manufafories, commerce, and improvements
of every kind, would foon prove of effential fervice both to
the diftri&t itfclf, and to the kingdom in general.

Roads.—The great road from Carlifle to Portpatrick, runs
through the middle of the parifh. It was made at the expence ot
government, but is kept in repair by money colle&ted at a toll-
bar, lately erected upon it for that purpofe. Some of the crofs-
toads in this parith were formerly made, and upheld by the
Ratute labour ; but, in confequence of an a& of parliament
obtained for that purpofe, the ftatute labour is now com.
muted, and paid in money at the difpofal of the commiflioners

of
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of fupply for the county. Little or none of the money that
has been colle€ted for that purpofe, has, however, been
laid out in this parifh for thefc five years paft.

Antiquities.—From the fituation of the parifh, it is natural

to fuppofe, that it has frequently been the fcene of alion in.

the contefts between the two nations. But the particulars
of thefe predatory incurfions, are now in a great meafure loft.
One tradition, however, ftill remains, of a battle, faid to have
been fought upon a muir in the neighbourhood, between a
party of the Englith, commanded by Sir Marmaduke Lang-
dale and Lord Crofby, and a body of Scots;, command-

ed by Sir William Brown of Coalfton ; in which the Englifh.
were defeated, and both their commanders flain. They are.
burjed in Dornock church-yard. The ftones that are placed.

over them, are about fix feet and a half long, two feet broad
below, and raifed in the middle like a coffin, but fomewhat
higher ; and upon the fides of thefe tombs are cut hierogly-
phics, like broad leaves of plants, and other antique fi-
gures, quite unintelligible. They feem to be of confiderable
antiquity, but have neither letter nor date. A fpring-well on
the muir where the battle was fought, ftill bears the name of
the fword-well, probably from fome of thefe weapons being
found there after the battle.

There is the remains of a druidical temple, ftill to be feen
near Woodhead, though fome of the ftones, of late, have been
carried away.—And there is alfo an entrenchment, near Dor-
nock wood, where about an acre of ground has been furround-
ed with a foflee, of confiderable depth, called the ftank;
but for what purpofe it has been made, is not certainly known..
‘Fhe foffee is now drained and moflly filled up.——There is al-
fo at Stableton (now belonging to the Marquis of Annandale)
a ftrong fquare tower, built of hewn ftone, vaulted below,

, 2 : three
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three ftories high, with battlements on the top ; faid to have
been built by a gentlemen of the name of Edward Irvine, evie
dently for a place of fafety againft the depredations of the
Englith borderers. ——The ftone in which a wooden crofs for-
merly ftood, alfo, ftill remains: It was called St. Marjory’s
erofs, to whom, tradition fays, the church itfelf was dedicated.
——The names of places feem moftly derived from the An-
glo-Saxon, or old Englith, as Butterdale, Todholes, &c.
and fome may be derived from the Erfe, as Robgill, Gillfoot
&c. —The language. fpoken here is the Englifh, or lowland
Scots; but from the intercourfe with Cumberland, a-little of
that diale&, is naturally imbibed.

Population.—~The population of thig parith is rather on the
decline, owing, perhaps, to the increafing manufatures in
our neighboushood, particularly Carlifle and Annan, which

bas induced fome of the people, to go and fettle there ; and -

partly to the accumulation of many pofleflions into one ;' feves
ral inftances of which have lately happened. Some young
people alfo go into England, as fervants, for higher wages,
and fome as itinerant merchants or pedlars. By the exami.
nation roll taken aboyt fix or feven years ago, this parith con-
tained 780 inhabitants; and.about eight or ten years before
thar, nearly-the fame number ; but by the roll taken in March,
1790, there were only 738 then living, fo that the decreafe a-
mounts to 42. The number, howeyer, in 1755, acording to
Dr Webfter, was only 716.

Prefent inhabitants according to their ages.

Under 10 years of age - - - 148
Frem 10 to 20 - - - 143

. Carried over 288
Vor. 1L D From
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Brought over 288

_me 26 10.30. - - - - . 118
30 to 40 S - - 86

40 to o - - - 67

§o to 60 - - - - 62

60 to 70 - - - - 53

70 to 8o - - - - 46

. 8togo e " e e - 16
Above go, - - . - a2
Fotal 738

Of whom there are married - - 190
Unmarried, though maxriageable - - 178
. Widowers - - - - 10
Widows - - - - T 24
Male-fervants - - - - 30
Female-fervants - - - - - 28
Day-labourers - L. - - 46

Seceders (of the Burgher perfaafon) - - - 30

Of tradefmen, there are 5 joiners;, 4 blackfmiths, 1o wea-
vers, § taylors, § apprentices, 1 fhopkeepeér, 1 miller, 1 tide-
waiter, g4 publii: houfe-keepers, 8 fifhermen, ‘who do little
elfé, and about 20 others who fith occafionally.

The average of baptifms for the'lalt 5 yéars is r5, ‘of mar-
riages 4, of burials 8; but fince the late taxes laid on thefe arti-
cles (which are heavily complained of) they have not been
regularly entered in our parith records.
© Patrony, €hurch, &'c.—~The Duke of Queenfberry is pa-
tron. The value of the living, including the glebe, is about

2 L.go
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L.go fterling. 'The manfe was rebuiltin 1778. The church
is fmall and inconvenient. '

There is a fchool-houfe, and a very good fchoolmafter. His
fulary is only 100 merks Scots, paid by the heritors 5 which,
with the fchool-wages, may amount to L. 18 or L. 20 a year:
a poor pittance to live on, for any man of education and parts,
which even a country fchool-mafter ought to be. The num-
ber of fcholars, fummer and wintet, may,onan average, befrom
soor 6o. They are taught reading Englith, writing, arith-
metic, geometry, accounts, and a few even Latin.

The number of poor at prefent upon the lift, are 18. There
are no funds for their maintenance, but the funday colle&tions,
which, will f¢arcely amount to 3s. a week, together with the
{mall fum of 1os. yearly, left them by an heritor.

Agriculture, ¢o’c.—There are 6o ploughs in the parith, 66
carts, and 48 wheel-cars, or tumbrils. The ploughs are all of the
Englith make, with the curved mouldboard, and drawn by two
horfes without any driver.

The parifh is partly inclofed with hedges and ditches, and
partly with earth and ftone dikes. The farmers, in gene-
ral, are very fenfible of the benefit of inclofures, but are not
always inclined to také proper care of their hedges after they
are planted. More provifions aré raifed in the diltri€t than is
equal to its confumption. The anriual exports may be nearly
as follow.

3500 Winchefter buthels of barley, at 3s per

buthel - - - L.s21 o o
1600 do. of oats, at 23. 4d. - - 133 o o
330 do, pedfe, 45 - : - 20 0o ®

Carried over 674 © o©
D2 190
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Broughtover L.674 o o

100 do. beans, ss - - - 25 o @

. 6o do. rye, 4s. 6d. - - - 13 o o

180 head of young cattle, L.2:10seach - 450 o o

20 cows, L.6. perhead . - - 120 0 ©
Cheefe made after the Chefhire manner, and of

. very good quality - - - 200 o o

Butter (about) 100 firking, L.2:8s. perfirkin 140 o o

300 fwine fatted, at L. 3. per head - goo o0 ©
Fifh, rather uncertain, but may be rated (commu-

nibus annis) ag - . - 400 O O

Total 2922 © o

‘When from this fum, the land and fithing rents are deduc=
ted, together with the expence of fervants wages, and of day-
labourers, there will only remain a furplus of about L. 648.
for enabling the farmers to purchafe iron and other imple-
ments of hulbandry, neceflaries for their houfes, cloths
for themfelves and their families, additions to their ftock,
&ce

Advantages and Difadvantages—The advantages of this
parith are, its fituation on the Solway firth, and its ready ac-
cefs to the Englifh and other markets by water carriage. The
military road between Carlifle and Portpatrick alfo, runs
through it, and the mails pafs and repafs every day; fo that the
communication by land to any part of the three kingdoms is
cafy and expeditious.

On the oppofits fcale, the following circumftancos may be
placed, towit, the meiftnefs of the climate j the violent gufts of
wind from the weft and fouth weft, even in the fummer fea~
fon, by which the crops, particularly thofe of the tender kind,
. e
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are greatly injured ; the great fcarcity of timber ; the want of
water-fallsto drive machinery; and, aboveall, thefataldutyupon
coals ; to which, may be added, the want of perfons of capi-
tal and fpirit to provide employment for the poor, who fuffer
much from negle&, no provifion being made for their fupport,
while the rents they raife,are fpent by their landlords in diftant
parts of the kingdom,

Charaéler of the People.~The people in this parifh are natu-
rally fober, altive, and induftrious. They are greatly more ci-
vilized than they were 20 or 30 years ago, particularly fince all
intercourfe of a contraband nature with the Ifle of Man has been
broken off. They are in general, contented with their fituation,
though defirous of improving it; and fo ftri€t in their condut
and behaviour, that, not only during the incumbency of the
prefent minifter, but from time immemorial, not one indivi~
dual among them has been convited of a capital crime,

‘e

NUMBER
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NUMBER IIL

PARISH-OF KIRKMAHOE.

(COUNTY OF DUMFRIES.)

By the Rev. MR. Lawson.

' Nawe, Situation, &'c.
THIS parifh is fituated in the fhire, prefbytery, and fynod
of Dumfries. Any origin that can be affigned for the
name is merely conjetural ¥. Its form is not eafily defcrib-
ed, its length and breadth being fo various. It is furrounded
by the parithes of Clofeburn, Kirkmichael, Tinwald, Dum-
fries, Holywood, and Dunfcore. ——The northern and eaftern
parts are hilly, but there are no mountains of any note. Where
this parifh joins Tinwald, there are many little rifing grounds
interfperfed with morafly grounds at the bottom, which, when
out of tillage, are foon covered with furze and broom; but,
when plowed (as they are of a light kindly foil) they produce
pretty good crops ef oats. Some of them were never plowed
till within thefe few years paft. The. more hilly parts of the
parith produce heath and coarfe grafs, fit only for fheep.
‘There are two confiderable fheep farms in thefe hills, one of
which

. * It is fuppofed from fome faint called Makz, or fome fuch
name, to whom the church was dedicated.
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which maintains about fixty, and the other from twenty. to thir-
ty fcore. The woot s faid to be uncommonly good, and ufu-
ally fells at the beft price of any in the neighbourhood. —The
other high grounds, alfo, feed a confiderable number of fheep 3
but being in many hands, the number cannot be fo welt af-
cerained. They probably, however, amount to, at leaft, twen-
ty fcore more.

Progrefs of Improvement.—When the prefent incumbent
was ordained, An. 1750, improvements were not commenced.
There was not a cart in the parith but two; and thefe were
merely for the purpofe of fupplying the families to whom they
belonged, with water for domeftic ufes. About that time the
eftate of Carnfalloch was purchafed by the late Mr Johnfton.
He was the firft, in this part of the country, who made any
confiderable exertion in draining, inclofing, and planting;
which foon altered. the afpe, and increafed the value of his
eftate. By his means, in a great meafure, the ufe of carts
was introduced ; the number of which, increafed fo rapidly,
that, in a fhort time, even the pooreft tenants were provided
with one, and'many with two or more. ——The ncighbouring
gendemen foon followed Mr Johnfton’s example. Great im-
provemnents were made both in the low lands, and on the ri-
fing grounds ; and thus the parifh, inftead of being almoft in
2 ftate of nature, or, at leaft, comparatively unproduive,
became remarkable for its cultivation.  Planting alfo, became
an object of attention, and there are feveral hundred acres
covered with different forts of trees, which greatly adds to the:
beauty of the country.

Hufbandry.—Some years ago, it was a rare - thing to fee
fewer than four horfes in a plough. Three in a yoke, was a
matter of wonder. But, for a great while paft, two horfes,
' generally
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generally fpeaking, do the fame work with equal facility.
‘This, however, is greatly owing to the breed being improved.

Dalfwinton.~The eftate of Dalfwinton is by far the largeft
in the parith. It was there where the Cumings in former
times had one of their chief feats. It was alarge Gothic build-
ing, reared on one of the higheft eminences in the neighbour-
hoad. In 1750, and for fome time after, large portions of
the old walls were ftanding ; and, from thefe ruins it appear-
ed to have been a large fabric, and of confiderable ftrength.
Thefe ftones were afterwards ufed for building 2 manfion-
houfe and offices, immediately below the eminence. The
mount where the caltle ftood, and the grounds adjacent were
planted with fir and other trees to a confiderable extent. A
large orchard alfo was made, which, for many years, yiclded a
rent of 5o guineas per annum. Within thefe few years this
eftate was purchafed by Patrick Miller, Efq. whe bas already
with tafte and much judgement, and with wonderful rapidity,
improved great part of the eftate, and has made Dalfwinton
one of the fineft feats in the fouth of Scotland. He isinalike-
lywayofpreventingtheriver Nith from makmg fuch depredations
upon the rich holm lands, as it had formerly done; and is ef-
fe&ting many other alterations and impro.vemcuts of cqual im-
portance. He has now built, on the mount where the old caf-
tle ftood (and as near to the old foundation as was confiftent
with the fafety of the building) one of the beft and moft com-
modious dwelling houfes, for its dimenfions, of any in this
part of the kingdom. From its top, there is one of the
moft extenfive and pleafing profpets any where to be met
with.

Population.—The inhabitants of the parith amount to about
1200, An 175 5, according to Dr Webfter, the number was
: 1098.
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1098. Baptifms for fome years paft, have been upwards of
40. Marriages about fix, feven, or eight, and feldom more.
Deaths, much in the fame proportion, 3s in the neighbouring
parithes, according to the number of inhabitants. For up-
wards of 4o years back, there has been no epidemical difeafe,
but the {mall-pox; excepting a fever, which, about 30 years
ago, raged for fome time ; and got, from the village where
it firft appeared, the name of the Duncow fever. But only a
few were cut off by it.

¥illages.—Befides a new and regularly built village on the
eftate of Dalfwinton, for the accommodation of 1§ families,
and upwards, there are four others; the fmalleft of which
contains about 100 inhabitants, and the largeft (Duncow) be
tween 150 and 200.

Roads and Bridges.—There are, perhaps, few public roads
kept in better repair, than thofe in this neighbourhood. By
the furplus of the parifh funds, alfo, fome excellent crofs-roads,
little, if at all inferior to the principal ones, have been late-
ly made. Befides three bridges upon the principal high-road,
two of them over pretty rapid rivulets, there are four othersin
the parith, well executed, and of the greateft benefit to the in-
habitants.

Manfe, Stipend, and Glebe.~The, manfe is one of the old.
ek in this part of the country. It was built about 1723, but
bas had partial repairs at different times fince. The church,
which is an old one, has been for fome time in a good condi-
ton. The ftipend amounts to L. 83 :6: 8, communion ele.
ments includod. But as a part of it is paid in viQual, it has
produced for fome years rather more. The glebe is fmall : wha

Vou. II. E is
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is properly glebeindeed, ot exceeding four acress but the grafy
"and arable. land united, may be from feven to eight acres.

Heritors.~There are four. heritors who- have confiderable
eftates inthe parith. Of the reft, to the number of four-
teen, the greater part of them have only fmall properties;
and are commonly ditinguifhed by the name of portioners.
They have of late got their lands, which formerly lay int run-
rigg, divided and fet apart, which has-occafilened very greas
improvements.

Rint.—The valuation of the parith is 72343 merks Scots.-
The real rent cammot cafily be afcertained. It probably ae.
mounts to about L.3oo0c. fterling, As lands are- riling,.
and as there is a very great track of finc helm, and othes
ground of an excellent quality, and ftill capable of much im-
provement, it is not eafy to conjecture to what fum the* remtal
may foon rife. Some land iow lets at from L. 1.: 108 to: L. &
peracre. Every fort of grain produced in the neighbourhood;;
alfo potatoes, turnips; &c. are raifed to very: great perfec-
tion.

Por.—The poor, who, for 40 or 50 years back, have beea
about 20 in number, have always been maintained by the
public colleions in the church, together with fome dues on
particular’ oocafions, aad the intereft of fome mortified mo-
ney. In this way,. by diftributions four times apnually, and-
fome {mall donations occafionally given amongft them, there
have never been any complaints. Some of the poor, too, are
pretty-induftrious, and endeavour, in a great meafure, to main-
tain themfelves; by which means, more can be given to others,
who are old or infirm, and-urable to do any thing,

Schools.



of Kirkmaboe. is

Schools.—There is one legal fchool and fchoolmafter in the
parih.  His falary, together with fome mortified money,
amounts to L. 8 :7:85 and by the common fchool wages for
teaching, his income may rife to more than double that fum.
There are-other {chools in fore of the villages ; one in particu-

Jlar, on the eftate of Dalfwinton, to the fupport of which Mr.
" Miller generoufly contributes, There are few or none in the
.parith, any way advanced in life, who are not capable of
reading Englith, and in general, who have not learned a lit-
tle writing and arithmetic.

Ale-boufes,—Within thefe few years the number of ale-hou-
{es has greatly diminithed. By the additional taxes upon malt,
and the more rigid exalions of excife-men, people da not
find it worth their while to fell ale: There were at any rate,
but few in the parith. Of late, felling whifky and other {pi-
rits, has chicfly prevailed. ‘This muft, at times, produce the
common cffe@s attending the ufe of fpirituous liquors. The
poople, however, are in general fober and induftrious.
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NUMBER IV.

PARISH OF LOCHRUTTONM.

(STEWARTRY OF KIRKGCUDBRIGHT.)

By the Rev. Mr. GeorGE Duncan,

Gngm of the Name, Situation, and Extent.

- OCHRUTTON derives its name from a lake or /ch in
the centre of the parith. The meaning of Jach is well
known, and the word ruttonis {uppofed to fignify, in the Gaes
lic language, the fraight road. As the great road to Ireland,
through the ftewartry and the county of Galloway, paffes clofe
by the loch, it feems ta have received the name of Lochrwtion,
or the loch upon the flraight road, from that circumftance.
The name was afterwards transferred to the whole diftri in
the neighbourthood, The parith is fituated in the county or
ftewartry of Kirkcudbright, and is one of the ten parithes be-
longing to that ftewartry, which is incorporated with the pref-
bytery and fynod of Dumfries, It is of an eliptical form and
may be computed to be four miles and 2 half long, from eaft to
weft, and three miles broad from north to fouth. It is bound-
ed by the parithes of Newabbey and Troquire on the fouth
and eaft, Terregles and Irongray on the north, and Urr and
Kirkgunzean on the weft.

Surface,



“of Locbrutton. 37

Surface, Soil, and Climate.~From the town of Dumfries,
which is diftant about four miles to the eaftward, the country
rifes gradually, more efpecially throughout the whole extent
of this diftri®. In the lower and upper extremities, and to-
wards the fouth, the country is hilly ; but the reft of the pa-
tifh lies in a valley confifting of arable land, interfperfed with
knolls, moffes, and meadows. The whole profpect forms a
kind of amphitheatre. The foil is various, but, in general, is
compofed of light thallow loam, either on white granite, or on
a gravellith, and in many places a cold, fpringy bottom : a fpe-
cies of foil, which is neither very barren, nor very fertile. The
climate is rather colder in this diftri@, than in fome of the
neighbouring parifhes, being much elevated above the level of
the fea, and having in it a large lake. But as refrefhing
breezes are feldom wanting, even in the hotteft weather; and
a3, at other times, there are frequently fharp and high winds,
the air is greatly purified by thefe means; and, on the whole,
Itis accounted healthy.

Lake, Ifland, &’c.—~The lake or loch, from which the pa-
tih derives its name, is a mile in length, and, at an average,
about half a mile in breadth. - In the middle of it, there is a
fmall ifland, about half a rood in extent, of a circular form.
It feems to have been, at leaft in part, artificial: Over its
whole furface, there is a colleftion of large ftones which have
been founded on a frame of oak planks *. There are both pike
and perch in the lake ; and formerly eels were caught, in great
quantities, by means of wicker bafkets, and fometimes of a
large cheft placed in the ﬁmcc, at the foot of the lake, with o~

penings

" ® The fea-gulls frequent this :ﬂand in fummcr, and cover it all
over with their nefts. .
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penings at the bottom, which let the water pafs, but retained
the fith. The fithing, however, now turns to very little ac-
count. From the lake theye jflues a fanall fiream, in which

_ trouts are found.

Mineral Spring.—There is a mineral fpring in the parifb,
called Merkland well, of the chalybeate kind : a very effetual
remedy in agues, complaints of the ftomach, and all nervous
diforders ; but fatal in confumptions. It is exceedingly light,
very diuretic, and an excellent reftorer of the appetite. Though
the accommodation has been always very indifferent, yet this
water was formerly reforted to, during the fummer months,
by perfors of rank and fortune, as well as by numbers of infe-
rior note.  Of late years, its reputation, among people of fu-
perior ftation, has rather declined 3 partly, becaufe there is a
whim and fathion with refpeét to what are called, watering
places; and, becaufe, though' the accommodation is much im-
proved, this improvement has by no means kept pace with the
Juxury of the times.

Mirsraly.—Lime-ftone has been found upon uppn the eftates
of My Conflable of Nithfdale, and Mr Irvine of Gribton,
A quantity of the faflil was Jately obtained for a trial, but when
fire was applied, inftead of being reduced to a calx, it cemen-
ted. This may difcourage farther attempts, efpecialy as it
muft be difficult or ¢xpenlive, while the duty gn coals conti-
nues, to procure, in this part of the country, a fufficient quan-
tity of fuel to carry on the procefs.

Aniiguities.—The veftige of a druidical temple is to be feen
upon a hill at the eaftern extremity of the parith. This fpot
goes by the name of the frven grey flones ; though in fack there
are nine ftones, furrounding a rifing g;'ound,' and forming a

’ circle
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tirde of about 190 fect diameter. This place was excellently’
fitnated for aftronomieal obfervations, comiands a fine open-
ing to the caft, and one of the richeft and moft extenfive pro-
fpedts in this part of the country.——There are veftiges-alfo,
of feveral of thofe towers-ufed antiently, both as places of re-
fidence and of defencey in times of hoftility 5 fome of which
appear to have been furrounded with a foflee. One tower
remains yet entire, and is merftiondd in a Scots chrosiicle,
publifhed in the reign of James V1. by the nime of the Caltle
of Hills. The are abefore the entrance is inclofed; and, over
the gate, a porter’s lodge was cre@ted. When this tower was
built is- uncertain; but, upon a corner ftone of the lodge,
which feenes to be of a‘more modern: conftrudtion, the year
1598 is infcribed.

Population.—The population has not materially varied for
fixty years paft. In 1728, the fartheft period to which it cam
mow be traced, the riumber of fonls were 480. In 1755, ac-
cording to Dr Webfter, 564.

In 1790, asfollows.

Number of fouls - - - - 528
e of males* - - . 240
~—~—— of females - - - 288
v of fouls, under ten years - - 100"
Avetage of births, for ten years - - by 3
e~ of deaths, do, - - - 9
= of marriages, do.- - - - 4

Proportion of annual births to the whole population, tak-
ing the number at 495, being the average for ten years
paft - - - - 1 t0 41

Proportion
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Proportion of n;arriages . - - "1to123
of deaths - - - 1to g8

It muft be obferved, that an exa& regifter of births, mar-
‘flages, and deaths, has not been kept ; though, it is believed,
the above ftatement is very near the truth.

In 1790—Number of farmers - - - §o
of their families - - 302
——— of weavers, taylors, mafons, &c.. 22
of labouring fervants - 50
e of ftudents, attending the univerfity I
~—— of cottagers, and their children, the
children of weavers, &c. 103

528

There are 15 Cameronians, .24 Antiburgher feceders, and

3. Roman catholics.

Number of inhabited houfes, or more properly fpeaking,

of feparate families . - - . - 123
Perfons, at an average, to each houfe - - 43
Number of black cattle - - - 1040
e Of fheep - - - 300
o of horfes - - - - 12§
e of ploughs on the model of the Scots and Englith

conjoined - - 46
of carts - - - 77

Number of Acres.—The hilly part of the parifh was original-
1y covered with heath, but as the greateft part of it is now un-
2 der
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dertillage, the heath has, in a great meafure, difappcired.—-
There is no map of this diftrict ; but, on examining the ge-
neralappearance of the country, it is fuppofed there may be,

Of acres lying wafte and uxrcultivated, moft of whichare capa-

" bleof cultivation - - - - 500
Of acres in woods and marfhes - - 350
~—~=— inmofles .- . - - 350
= in the lake and rivulets . - 250
= in arable and meadow land - - 5550

* r——

Total number of acres correfponding to the extent} 1000

of the parifh, 43X 3 miles

Prodactions, crops, &’c.—~The parifh not only fupplies itfelf
with provifions, but, there is exported to England, ordifpofed of
elfewhere, a number of young cattle, and a confiderable quan-
tity of barley. Upon thefe articles, the farmers principally
depend for the payment of thejr rents. A great proportion of
oats, too, when made into meal, is fold in Dumfries market,
andbought up tofupplythe minersat Leadhillsand Wanlockhead,
or tranfported to the weft country.——— Oat-feed, if the feafon
anfwers, is begun to be fown on the fecond or third week of
March, barley towards the end of April, and turnip towards
the middle of Jupe. Wheat has been tried, but not with much
fuccefs. Early fowing, is looked upon as of confiderable ad-
vantage ; the harveft being in general late, and indeed often

later by three weeks, than many places in the neighbour-
hood.

Skell Marle.—Within thefc fifty years, fhell marle has been
difcovered ; and.has operated as a very conliderable fource of
improvement. DBeforé that fortunate difcovery, the fpccxesof

Vor. II, F oats,




42 Statiffical Account

oats, commonly cultivated, was of the grey kind 3 but, 18 »

few years after, it entirely difappeared, and gave place to the
white oats. ‘The marle is far from being yet exhaufted, and
where it begins to fail, lime is fubftituted in its place. In-
deed, marle was obferved to produce fuch wonderful effeéls,
that thofe farmers, who hadmotaccefs to it, were foon indu-
«<ed to have recourfe to lime, imported from England, and to
cafry it even ten or twelve milesby land carriage. Rt hasbeen
«oblerved, that, whenever the land has been once enriched
‘with lime or marle, and afterwards laid down into pafture,
that the ground, early in the fpring, is covered with daifes,
which are fucceeded, in the beginning\of {ummer, with a
plentiful arop of white clover. .

Fuel.—The fuel commonly made ufe of is peat. There are
feveral moffes, from which, the farmers are allowed the privi-
Jege of taking what they require. Some of thefe contain
marle, under 3 or 4 feet of mofs. There is one large mofs,
which not only furnifhes fuel to the families refiding upon
the eftates of the gentleman, whofe property it is, but to o-
thers in the parith and noighbourhood. Some is fold at the
rate of 26. each cast-load 5 but this by way of favour or conni~
vance: * ’

Heritors and Rent.~The heritors, or owners of land in
-the patith, are feven in numbet. One of them, proprietor
‘only of a fmall cftate, refides in it.

The land rent of the parifh, twenty yeors ago, was L. goo,
it is now, L.1540. To give an idea of the rife of rents, it
is faid, that three farms, which together yicld, at prefent,
L. 100per anwum, were pollefied, towards the end of laft century,
npon condition of paying the public burdens upon the eftate

. ' of
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¢of Nithfdale, In the parith, whick could not, at that time,
exceed L. 12. fterling. ——The beft arable land, may be valu-
ed at 158 pgr acre, the inferior at 6s or 75, But, as thereis
farce a farm, that has not a great proportion of barren land,
this can give no idea of the rent per acre. Some farams are
rented from L. 60. to L. 100. ethers as low as from L. 10. to
L. 20. but the general run is about L. 40. The farms are di-
vided from one another, by march dykes, but few of them,
fo fubdivided as to encourage a proper plan of improve-
ment, . . .

Church, Patron, Poor, ('c.—The ehurch was built in the
times of Popery; it was laft repaired in 1786. The manfc was
built in 1739 ; and repairedin 1377. The value of the'living,
Including the glebe, is eftimated at L. go.——The patson
isthe Duke of Queenfberry.~~—The annual amount, of the
funds for the relief of the poor, is per anmums, abowt L. 20,
out of which, eight perfons receive a quarterly allowance.
Others receive alms occafionally, None of the poor beg: from
door to door ;. but fearcely a day paffes, that the pasith is not
vifited with vagrant poor, from aecighbouring parifhes, ov
from Ireland. ——In 1782 and 1783, when there was a ge-
neral fearcity aver the country, the crops in this diftri&y
wate, at leaft, as good s wival; and though the harveft
wag late, the crops ware got fafely in. The farmers were fo
pateful for the plenty they enjoyed, and were fo fenfible of
the hardfhips a number of families wight fuffer front the high
price of provifions, that they ftored up a confiderabl¢ quanti-
ty of oat-meal, to be fold to fuch, of their neighbours as ftood
In need of a fupply, at 1s. 8d. pey fone, though at that time
the market gticc; wasg 2s. 4d.

é
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‘Roads.~The' great military’ road “to Portpatnck, rins
through the whole length of this parith.” - -~ -

Crofs-roads - are alfo making, by the ftatute labour now
commuteéd, though thcy have net in gencral bcen brought in-
to proper order.

Advantages and Difadvantages.—The rich beds of marle,
difperfed over this diftri€, are the moft material advantages
it enjoys over fome other places in the neighbourhood ; but
this is counterbalanced by many difadvantages, in particulary
the extraordinary expence of cultivation ; the fields being ftony,
inierfperfed with knolls, andmoft of them lying onanafcent. The
climate, and comparative poverty of thefoil, alfo retatd'the pro-
grefs of vegetation; fo that grafs and hay are by ne ‘means luxu-
riant, and the crops of oats, barley, &c. are of an mfcnor
quality; and, in an unfavourable- fcafon, when- the harveft is
late, cxpofed to wind, rain, and froft. .

Lo 2y o

Meam- of farther Improwment: —The' inhabitants may be
faid to emjoy, in a reafonable-degree; the comfoits and ad-
vantages of focicty: there are means, howevcr, by which
their condition ‘might be improved. The coldnefs of the
climate, and the latenefs of the harveft, have been mention-

- ed as peculiarly difadvantageous. Thefe difadvahtages might,

in a great meafure, be remedied, by planting, draining, and
raifing ftone and thorn hedges. Were the proprictors to
turn their attention’to thefe objedls, and - fo purfue them
with fpirit ‘and perfeverance, the: climate itfelf would be
changed, cultivation would rapidly advance; and; whillt
they ‘enjoyed the heart felt-fatisfaction of augmenting the
happinefs of their fellow creatures, their-exertions would
be amply rewarded, by an_ mcreafe in the value of their e-
-t~ ftates.
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fates. If fuch a plan were adopted, one may venture
to affirm, that, this part of the country, which, at prefeat,

has a bare and bleak appearance, would become, in the
courfe of fifteen or twenty years, d:ﬁmg\uﬂ;cd for warmtll,

fhelter, and fertility. . s - T
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NUMBER V.
PARISH OF KIRKCOLM.
(COUNTY OF WIGTON.)

By the Rev. Mr. James M‘Currocs.

Name, Situation, Extent, &o'c,

THE name of this parith is derived from St. Columbus,
to whom the church was dedicated.——1It is fituated

in the county of Wigton, the prefbytery of Stranraer, and
fynod of Galloway. It is a little peninfulz of itfelf, detached
from every other parith, except Lefwalt, which forms its
boundary to the fouth. On all other fides, it is furrounded
by the fea. It is, on an average, about four miles in breadth,
and it extends in length, along the weft fhore of Lochryan,
from five to fix miles. On this coaft, partly formed by the
fhores of Kirkcolm, is a beautiful bafon, called the Wig,
Targe enough to afford 2 fafe retreat for a great number of
fmall craft in bad weather ; and in other parts of the bay of
Lochryan, there is a fufficient depth of water for fhips of any
berdens and cither good anchoring grounds, or a foft beach, as
may be moft convenient : And, as there are no fhoals or funken
rocks near the mouth, to obftruct theentrance, itisqueftionable,
whether a more convenient harbour is to be found between
the two head-lands or Mulls of Kintyre and Galloway,
~—Beyond
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w—Beyond a {rmall point of land, cefled the Stay, there is
a fine bank of moRt excellent oyfters, finall indeed, butbighly
Savoured, and of a moft delicions tafte. It is believed, that
if perfons, fkilled in managing dredge-nets, were to ply in
deep water, oyfters would be got in greater numbers, and of
3 larger fize, than by the prefent mode of taking them off ¢the
beach, with the hind, when the tide is out; and, inftead of
being ftinted to a day or two about the new or the {all moom,
they might dredge for them at all times with fuccefs. e
In regard to freth waters, in fo natrow 2 peninfala, any large
fiream cannot be expeted; and accordingly there is bot
onc {mall rivalet, which very fcantily fupplies water fuf-
ficient to ferve a corn miln, the only one in the parifh.

Surface, Crops, &c.—The furface of the parifhis rather plain
and level, thanhilly, and the rifing grounds havefo eafyandgen-
tle an afcent, that they may be, and a@ually are, cuftivated
with the plow even to the very fummit. The foil is virione,
Round the fhore it is thin, fandy, or gravellith s in the more
infand parts, itis m{ome places arich loam, in others a deep
day 3 and in others, a mixture all thefe foils.

The crops principally raifed are oats and barley, or bear,
with rye grafs and clover. They have not yet engaged in the
culture of field turnips or cabbages. Smal quantitics of grey
peafe, and fmaller quantities of horfe beans are fown by fome
for their own private ufe, but riene for fale; and much the
fame may be faid in regard to wheat. The fpirit of improv-
ing land began fome years ago ; but it was confined to a few
individuals, proprictors of the land they cultivated. The
common tenants thought fuch operations were too expenfive -
“for them to embark in 3 but now that fpirit has diffafed itfelf
greatly, and, indeed, almoft umverfaﬂy, amcng fartaers of
all deferiptions,

.dfamlm,'
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Manures, t'c.—The manure chiefly made- ufe of is lime;
great'quantities of which, are imported from Whitehaven, ia
the north of England, and fill greater from Loch-Lame, in
the north of Ireland. Confiderable quantities of fhells, which
are found not far from the fxigfacc, in feveral places of 'th;
parith, are alfoufed. Another manure, much run upoh at pre-
fent, is 3 foft_fea fand, either taken from within the flood-
mark, or dug in lands that have been formerly covered by the
fea. .This laft manure is.not thought to be fo ftrong in qua-
lity. as the former, but by fpreading it a little thicker, it is
found to anfwer equally well; and is in great requeft, asit
¢ofts nothingy but the labour of bringing and laying it on,
It has not yet been afcertained how ‘long the virtue and effica-
ey of this manure will continue; but feveral have found the
fgood effeQts of it for four, five, fix, and feven years; and
whcn the fource whence it is takenis confidered, we may yen-
ture to progounce. it an inexhauftible fund of wealth to the
diftrict.

« The quqntnty of grain produced by means of thefe manures,
is very confiderable, and increafing every year. About twea-
ty years ago, it was thought a very extraordinary crop, if about
200 bolls of bear and oats, after referving what was fufficient
for the maintenance of the inhabitants, could be exported.
But within thefe ten or twelve years paft, the export has rifep
“from 200, t0 400,,to 600,to 800, to 1000, and in 1790, t0 1200
Galloway, bolls, each boll, containing twelve bufhels, Win-
chelter -meafure. Nay, it is believed, by the moft judicious
and intelligent farmess, that the quantity exported will go on
increafing for many years to come. The gram 1§ carried ta
Ayr,. Greenock, . Glafgow, and other places on the Clyd;
_Thcfe improvements jn. .hufbandxy have alfo mended the

- breed.of rattle, the I‘mper being cnabled by the greater quan-
tity, and the better quality of food to rear ;hqn in grcatgr
. ‘ “numbers,
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uumbers, to raife them to a larger fize, and to greater per«
feQtion.

Population.—The repost made to Dr. Webfter, in 1755, of
the population of this diftri&, was 765 fouls.

The number now is - - - 945
Of thefe there are males - - - 518
Females - - . B 427
Under ten years of both fexes - - - 298
Births at an average - - - . - 26
Burials - - e - - 23
Marriages - . . - 9

Rents, Stipend, Poor, t°c.—The rents of the parith exceed
L. 3000 per annum, which is more than double. the amount
feven years ago. There are only five proprietors ; of whom the
Earl of Galloway, who is al{o patron of the church, and titu.
lar of the tiends, is by far the moft confiderable. The fti-
pend has not been augmented for more than fixty years; and
amounts to four bolls of bear, twelve bolls of meal, Wigton
meafure, L. 53 in money, and a glebe of about nine acres.
———The poor are chiefly fupported by the collettions at
the church doors, which produce about L. 1o per annum.
With this finall fum, and the occafional charity of the
well-difpofed part of the inhabitants, the poor, to the nuni-
ber of fixteen, are not only preferved from ftarving, but
are, in a great meafure, prevented from ftraggling to beg
in other parifhes in the neighbourhood.

Till within thefe three years, there was not the leaft vef-
tige of a village in the parifh; but, fince that time, about
thirty houfes, contiguous to each other, have been built.
They are, in general, inhabited by tradefmen, but fome of

Vou. 1L G them
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them by common day-labourers, Unfortunately, however,
more than one third of thefe houfes may be called gin, or
rather whifky fhops, as they all fell that pernicious liquor. What
effe@s this muft have upon the morals of the people, not
only in the village, but in the ncighbourhood, may be e fily
forefeen.

Air and Climate~The climate is mild and temperate,
and the air falubrious. Many of the inhabitants Live to §
very confiderable age. . The mivifters of Kirkeolm have,
in particular, been diftinguithed by longevity. In 1643,
Mr James Bell was fettled aminifter, and held the cyre,
with fome interruption when Epifcopacy was eftablithed
in Scotland, until the year 1700. His fucceffor, Mr. Mar-
fhall, poflefled the charge until 1705, when the prefent in-
cumbent was admitted ; who, in Aptil 1791, was on the verge
of cighty.

. Theze are no mineral or medicina wells in this panﬂz,
and the holy wells, that, in times of ignorance, were fuch
objetts of fuperRitious veneration, are now trcated with cen-
tempt and ridicule,

Antiquities.~This parith furnifbes no ankiquites, but
the ruins of an old building, which has been Jarge and
capacious. Tradition has not fo much as preferved the
name «f the founder or its inhabitants. It is ouly certain, that
it has pot been hsbitable for above a century. ~—[tmay be
proper to add, that, in digging amang the ruins forac mopths
ago, a fmall cannon was found, feven feet long, and about
three inches in the bore. This circumdtance tends to prove,
in addition to the thicknefs of the walls, that 3t was built
as a place’of ftrcngth for the protelion of the neighbeuring
country, '

NUMBLER
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NUMBER VL

PARISH OF STONYKIRK.

(co'tm-rt OF WIGTON.)

By the Rey. Mr. Henry Baain,

Name, Situation, Extent, {5c.

THE parith of Stonykirk, more properly Stephenkirk,

compofed of the united parifhes of Stonykirk, Clathank,
and Tofcarton, in Stranraer prefbytery, lies in the county of
Wigton ; and is bounded by the bay of Luce on the eaft, Kirk-
maiden parith on the fouth, the Irifh channel and Portpatrick
parith on the weft, and by the parifhes of Inch and Glenluce on
the north. It contains about 17,000 acres; of which, 700,
lying along the bay of Luce, are of a fandy foil, hardly capa-
He of improvement. The foil of the reft of the parith is, in
genetal, light and dry; and favourable to an carly har-
yett.

Proprietors and Rent.—In the parifh there are five heritors;
the two moft confiderable of whom refide in it. The valued
rent is L. 4924 Scots 3 the real rent, fervices, &c. included,
is eftimated at L. 3169 : 2: 7 fterling ; but a confiderable rife
may foon be expefted. '

G2 Manure,
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Manure.~There has been, for fome years paft, a vaft quane
tity of lime, for manure, imported from Whitehaven; and
delivered to the farrhers, ‘at 1s. 2d. the Carlifle bufhel, or her-
ring barrel. A fouth eaft wind brings plenty of fea-weed to
Balgreggan head, in the bay of Luce, which is conftantly ap-
plied as’manure ; and is found to-yield one luxuriant crop, if
put on wet clay land, particularly if the following fummer is
dry and warm. In confequence of the great alteration
made by thefe articles, the value of land has increafed confi-
derably. The tenants find their account in improving, and pay
their advanced rents with greater facility than before ; fo that,
Galloway, (as thefe improvements are now becoming general)
may, with great propriety, be called a corn country.

Produce, Exports, to’c—-More grain is exported from Sto-
nykirk, than from any parifh in the weft of Galloway. Itis
computed, that, after fupplying the inhabitants, the. ex-
port amounts to £800 bolls of oats, goo bolls of bear, and a-
Jbout 100 tons of potatoes, per anmum.  There is more flax
raifed here than in any other parifh in the neighbourhood.
That crop has been particularly attended to fince the com-
mencement of the late American war. About L. 2000, on an
average, is annually received for black cattle. For fome
years paft, it has been the pratice to rear a number of fwine,
.which were fold for flaughter ; but it is now found to anfwer
better to kill thém at home, and to fend the carcafes to the
London market. That article brought about L. 200. in 1790.
All the fheep, reared in the parith, are confumed init. The
mutton of fuch as feed on the fea coaft, is reckoned remarkably
high-flavoured.

Prioes of Provifion and Labour.—Beef, mutton, and lamb,
fell at 3d.—and pork at about 2} the pound ;—~a goofe lells
2 - for
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for 1s 3d.—and a hen for 8. or gd. each ;—eggs at 2d. the do-
zen;—rabbits, (of which, there is a good warren on the bay of
Luce) sd. the pair;—butter 8d.—and commeon cheefe 3d.
the pound of 24 ounces. The average price of well drefled
oats is rather below L. 1. per boll, of 12 Winchefter bufhels ;
—of common bear, about L. 1: 1 ;—and of two rowed bar-
ley, generally L. 1:6, perditto. A day labourer, if he finds
his own. vi€tuals, reccives 13. per day ;—carpenters and ma-
fons from 1s 6d. to 18 1od. Were it not for the influx of the
Irith, the price of the labour would have become infuppor-
tably high.

Services—There are various fervices performed by the te-
nants, to the refident heritors, fuch as cutting peats, and car-
rying them to the manor houfe, cutting down corn, and fome-
times ploughing and harrowing. Baillie work, as itis term-
ed, is common over the whole county of Wigton.

Manufaltures.—Some years ago, falt was manufatured at
two places in this parifh ; but the praftice is now difcontinu-
ed, probably, becaufe it was found eafier to fmuggle that ar-
ticle from Ireland. This bufinefs, however, might be revived
with advantage to the public and to the undertakers, particu~
larly if the fitheries fhould prove fuccefsful. There is fome
kelp made here every year, and generally exported to Ireland.
The coarfe yarn fpun by the old women, is uf=ally brought to
the fairs, of which two are held every year, in this parifh,
and there readily bought up to be made into ofnaburghs for
the Weft Indian market. There isin this parifh a bleachfield,
and four mills for drefling flas, alfo a very excellent mill for
making pot or pearl barley, conftructed by an ingenious me-
chanic from Edinburgh, with a view of preparing that article
for the Liverpool matket. -

Fifberies.
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Fifberies.—There is u tolerable good cod fithery in the Irifh
channel, which is purfued with various fuccefs through the
whole feafon; but none is exported. About Lammas, abun-
dance of mackerel are taken in the bay of Luce. The falmon
filhery might be carried on with fome fuccefs, but has been
very much neglected.

Reads.~The parifh roads, formerly made and repaired,
by ftatute labour, are now kept in order by a converfion of
t5s. for every L. 100.Scots, of valued rent, payable by the
tenants, pro rata and each houfeholder, not a tenant, pays
at the rate 1s. 8d. per annum.

Stipend, Schools, &'c.—The ftipend is L. 640. Scots, in-
cluding L. 40 for furnifhing communion elements, 6o bolls of
fneal, 32 bolls of bear, Linlithgow meafure, with a manfe and
glebe. The patronage of the church lies in the Crown, and
Mr. M‘Donald of Garthland, per vices, the former for Clathank
and Tofcarton, and the latter for Stonykirk. There are
two fchools in the parifh, bothin wretched order as to houfes 3
and the falary only 100 merks. There may be above 130 fcho-
lars at them, for four months in the year, but after the 1ft of
March, the number dwindles down to 20 or thereabouts. There
are, at prefent, about 15 poor on the funds; the colle&ion for
their relief, amounts, at an average, only to 7s éd. per weck.

Population.—The population is as follows.

On the lands of Ardwell.
Individuals - - - - 460
Under 10 years of age - - - 82
¥rom 10 to 20 - - - - 100
s 20 1O §O - - - - 192

*  From
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From 50 to 70 - - - - ‘58
—— %0 t0 109 - - - - 28
Farmers - - - - 36
Their families - - - . - 156
Mechanics - - - - - 24
Apprentices - . - - 8
Houfehold fervants, male and &ml: - - 40
lahabited houfes ' - - - - 104
In the remainder of the parifh.
Individaals - - - . 852
Males - - - - - 3%
Females . ~ - ..",\ - - 468
Under 10 yearsof sge - - - - 176
From 10 to 20 - - " - - 178
~— 2010 §0O - - ] 353
—— 50t0 70 - - - - 126
~— 70 to 100 - - - - 22

Additional lift of different ages and fexes - - 53

In the whole parifh

Individuals - - - 460%852X53=1365
Ploughs T - - - 08
Carts - - - - 103
Marriages -0
Birch for fix years from 1785 to 1790, s

'rihs both inclufive 104
Deaths 130

The inhabitants, upon the whole, enjoy good health, and

live to an advanced age : one man died two years ago 96 years
old,

Antiquities.~In the parifh there are three beautiful carthen

mounds,
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mounds, formed like a fugar loaf. The moft remarkable of
them, near Balgreggan-houfe, is 460 feet in circumference, at
the bafe, the perpendicular height 6o feet ; and there is a cu-
Tious excavation on the top. 1t is defended by a large circular
foflee. On the lands of Garthland, is a fquare tower, 45 feet
high, with the date 1274 on the battlements, formerly the re-
fidence of the Thanes of Galloway. Here are fome finetrees,afh,
bireh, elm. A few of the former meafure 94 feet in girth. The
bay of Float, in this parifh, is fo called, from the circumftance
of fome veffels of the Spanifh Flota being wrecked there; and
at Money-Point, nearit, manydollars were found. On the lands
of Ardwell, are fome remains of druid temples, and Pictith
caftles.. There is alfo a chalybeate fpring ; and a cave, near the
bay of Float, calted the Good Wife’s Cave, which has a very
remarkable echo. Two gold lacrymatories, weighing 35 ounces
cach, were found in 1783, on the eftate of Garthland,

NUMBER
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NUMBER VIL

PARISH OF COLMONELL.

(couNTY OF AYR.)

By the Rrv. Mr. James MocHRiz,
e —— s

Origin of the Name.

'COLMQNELL or Calmonell, is prefumed to be of Gaelic
derivation, as the names of many places in this parifh
undoubtedly are *. Some, who pretend to knowledge in that
language, alledge the word fignifies a turtle dove, or wood
 pigeon, with which, there isreafonto believe, the parifh for-
merly abounded, and fill many of thefe birds harbour in woods
on the banks of the river Stinchiar. Or, if conjeQture might
take place where no certainty can be obtained, the name may
be derived from St Coleman, one of the popifh faints. There is
a parith in the prefbytery of Kintyre, of nearly the fame name,
Kilcolmonell ; where, as the Gaelic language is better under-
flood, more certain information, as to the etymology and fig-

nification of the name, may perhaps be obtained. :

Vou. IL ‘H Situation,

&‘ As Dagarroch, Dalreoch, Bellickmurrie, Knockdolian,
¢,
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Situation and Extent.~~The parith is fituated in that diftri®
of the county of Ayr called Carrick. At the firft fettlement of
prefbyteries in Scotland, -t was prepofed, according to Cale
derwood’s hiftory, to make it the feat of a prefbytery ; but this
- not taking place, it was firlt placed in the prefbytery of Ayr,.

and fynod of Glafgow and Ayr; but was afterwards annexed
‘to the prefbytery of Stranraer, and fynod of Galloway, united
to which it now remmins. “As Stranraer is very diftant, and
the prefbytery of Ayr, perhaps, at prefent, too numerous
a body, the eretion of a new prefbytery in Carrick, for the
feat of which Girvan or Dailly would be pretty centrical
and commodious, has been fuggefted. It was originally of
tincommon large extent ; bat when the parifh of Barr was e-
reted, all the lands of Ardmillan, extending three miles along
the fhote, and aboat two miles inland, were disjoined from
Colmonell and annexed to Girvan. A very large parith, how-
ever, flill remaias ; its greateft length from welt to eaft, be-
ing about foustsen compated miles, and its average breadeh a-
bout fix. , :

Surfacey Soily and Climate.—The faxface varies in different
parts of the parifh. From the fos, towards the inland pases
of the country, ‘it is very hilly for about four miles. The refk
of the parifh, . though rhore elevated above the -level of the
ey is-flat - The foil is in general thin and light, £eldbm above
the ordinary depth of a plough farrow, moftly. upon a ¢illy
bottom,-and pretty much encumbered with flones. The A
land, however, wpon the fides of the river, is a loamy foil, thix-
ed withfandof a gooddepth, and particularly well calculated for
fruit trees.——Thete are feven gardens, or orchatds in the
parifh, all of whom produce apples, pears, plumbs, cherriesy
und the fimller fruits in the greateft perfeQ@ion.—In regatd to
climate, there arc few places in Ayrihire, or in the fouth weft
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of Scotland, where the air is milder or more wholefome than
inthe village of Colmonell, and all along the banks of the Stin.
chiar. The weary and impatient traveller, chilled and
benumbed with the pinching cold he has experienced on the
adjacent mountains, feels with peculiar pleafure, the genial
warmth of the valley into which he defcends.——The inhabi-
tants, in general, are not only long lived, but healthy in their
old age. There are a good number upwards of 8o, now alives
among whom, there is a woman in the 98 year of her age, whe
reaped corn laft harveft, and a man about 9o, who mowed

hay.

Rivers.—Stinchiar is the principal river in the parith. Tt
hasits fource in the parifh of Barr, about twelve miles above
the village of Colmonell. Its water is moft clear and tranfpa-
rent, fo that a fith lying at fix or cight feet deep in it, can be
diftin&ly feen from its banks. It produces falmon and treut ;
but the quantity caught is only fufficient for the confumption
of the inhabitants. Several fireams or rivalets, fall jnto the
Stinchiar, particylarly the Afshill, the Dulk, the Muick,
and the Feoch.

Woeds.—1It is univerfally believed, from traditional authori-
ty, that, in former times, there was a continued wood from
Knockdolian hill, to the kirk of Barr, an extent of ten miles :
and it may b8 ftated, as an additional proof in fupport of that
idea, that, in moffy grounds, large oak trees are often found in
that part of the country. There is al{o ftill a great deal of wood
in the neighbourhoad, The banks of the Stinchiarareadorned
with natural woods, almoft the whole length of its paffage thro’
the parifh. There is alfo much wood upon the Muick ;and foran
extent of three miles atleaft, upon the Dufk. The timber grow-
ing in thefe woods, is nak, ath, elm, birch ; and there are alfo

Ha great
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great quantities of hazle nuts, wild ftrawberries, and wild wpe
ples in them. Thefe trees grow naturally on banks and ftecp
grounds, which could be turned to any other purpofe equally

. profitable. The price of wood here twenty or thirty years a-
g0, was a mere trifle, as there was then very little confump-
tion for it in the country, and no good roads to convey it to o-
ther places ; but now it gives a better price. Good oak and
ath, will fetch from 1s. 6d. to 2s. per cubical foot. Thehome
confumption is greatly increafed, by the building of better
houfes, and by better implements of hufbandry, particularly
carts, of which, thirty years ago, there were only two in the
parifh, but now there is fcarcely a farmer who has not one,
two, three, and fome even more in his pofleflion.

Hills,—Carleton hill rifes with a very fteep afcent and is -
tuated fo near the fea, on the bay of that name, that at full tide,
there is,little more than room for the traveller to pafs, without
being in danger from the rocks that threaten to tumble upon
him. [t rifes 518 yards above the level of the fea. Kneck-
daw and Knocknormon are equally high, but being farther
removed from the fhores and ftanding near more elevated
grounds, they do not fo much ftrike the eye of the traveller.
But the moft remarkable is Knockdolian, whofe height is 650
yards abave the level of the fea; and as it rifes in a conical
fhape, it is bath 2 moft beautiful obje& ta the traveller by
1ahd, and of fingular fervice, as a confpicuous land-mark, to
veflels at fes, when they enter the Firth of Clyde.

.Number of Farms, &'c.—~The loweft rent paid far any farm
in the parifh, is L. 7; the higheft about L. 200.

The number of farms may amount to . - 116
of ploughs (chiefly of the light Scottifh fort) 1c6
- The
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The number of horfes - - - 232
—— of black cattle - - - 2900
= of theep - - - 12,000

The wool is in general coarfe, the carcafe being principally
attended to. Upon an average it takes about 12 fleeces to the
flone, which fells at from 10s. to 12s. Little or no attention
is given to have fheep with fine wool, though there are fome
in the diftrict.

‘To the north of the Stinchiar, and along the {hore, there isa
greatdeal of land fit for fatteningboth theepand blackcattle,and
to that ufe feveral farmers appropriate their ground. But the
breeding of cattle is a more general objeét in this part of the
country. It is fuppofed, that nearly one fifth part of the pa-
rith is arable land, or capable of being made fo. Agriculture,
however, has been lefs attended to, as within thefe twenty or
thirty years, the price of theep and black cattle has been more
than doubled, whereas the value of com has continued nearly
the fame. Such encouragement slfo is given to importation
of Irith grain, as tends greatly to deprefs the hufbandry of this
neighbourhood.

Rent.—The valued rent of the parith is L. 5945 Scots ; the
real about L. 3000 fterling. Within thefe twenty years pait,
the rent has been doubled, almoft univerfally, and in fome
inftances, more than trebled. A farm in the vicinity of the
village of Colmonell, paid, twenty years ago, L. 23 fterling.
The poffeffor, at the expiry of his leafe, went out a beggar.
It was let on a new leafe at L. 8o fterling, and is evidently now
2 lucrative bargain. It was too large for the former tenant to
manage with propriety.  His fucceffor made feveral {ubfetts,
but referved to himfelf a good portion of the land, with a ve
7y fmall fhare of the rent. Al his fubtenants bave made mo-

ncy
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ney upon their refpeltive pofleflions. This is mentioned ta
prove the hazard of putting too much improveable land,
#a the hands of one perfon. The rent per acre varies ; but in
the near neighbourhood of the village, there are fome fingle
acres let to tradefmen, from 20s. to 40s. per acre.

Crops.—Oats, peafe, bear, or barley, and potatoes, are in
general the crops in the parith. Of oats there is ufually given
from feven to eight Winchefter bufhels per Scots acre of feed,
and the crop yields, from three to four returnson ordinary land.
But when the ground has been refted for fome years, and en-
riched with dung and lime, from fix to nine returns may be
expe&ted. The oatsin the fertile parts of the country, will
yicld from eight to nine ftone of meal per boll. But theoats, in
the upper or muir grounds, which includes by far the great-
eft part of the parifh, is of a much inferior quality. The boll
will not yield above fix ftone of meal and feldom above threg
fveds are reaped. In thefe hilly grounds, little bear is fown,
or.peafe 3 but fome r}e, which anfwers much better than any
other crop.  Where the land is in any tolerable good heart,
four bufhels of barley is reckoned fufficient feed for an acre.
Of common bear a larger allowance is requifite. ‘The barley will
weigh from forty-cight to fifty pound per bufhel. The com-
mon bear weighs lefs, by eight, ten, or twelve pounds. The
feafon for fowing corn and peale, is any time in the month of
April, when the ground is dry, and in proper condition to re-
ceive the fecd : that of bear and barley about- Whitfunday.
Harveft ufually commences about the middle of Auguft; =nd
is generally over by the end of September. In 1782, when
much damage was fuftained in other places by an early froft,

".the crops upon Stinchiar were generally cut down before it ap-
-peared.—— Great quantities of potatoes are raifed in the parifh,
and anfwer very well, even in the wildeft parts, where other

crops
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‘rops do not. Theyare the chief means of fubfifterice to the poor-
er clafies of people, for at leaft three quarters of the year. No
one who has Jand in his poffeflion, refufes a potatoe rigg toa
poor perfon ; and’ very often they have both land and dung
given them, for nothing. ——=They have lately got into the me-
thod of fetting potatoes with the plough. The ground is plow-
¢d twice or thrice, and petfectly cleaned of weeds: It is chen
dunged, the dung is plowed in, and the land is harrowed.
The plowman than begins at one fide of the ficld, and makes
s furrow. A number of people follow him dropping ia the
feed, fo that the row is fet as foon a$ the furrow isdrawn. As
he returns with the plough, he covers the potato¢s with 2 Hight
farrow, and follows the fame plan, -tifl the whole field is gone
over. The feed potatoes are fet at fix or eight inches, and the
tows are placed at three feet diftance from each other. To
dung the whole field is judged better for the land, and for the
crop that is to follow, than ¢o lay the dung only jnthe furrow,
when the potatocs are fet.  Befides the work is much more ex-
peditioufly carried on. The diftance of the row admits a horfe
and plow to lay up the earth to the poratoes, fo often a8 may
be neceffary.——A crop of wheat has been tried after the po-
tatoes fet in this manner, and has turned ont very well.

The crops produced in the parith, are of late years, more
than fufficient for the maintenahce of the inhabitants. The
towns of Girvan and Ballantrae, have received the furplus. It
fsonly of late years, that the farmers have had any encourags-
ment to raife more grain than was neceffary for the confump-
tion of the neighbourhood ; remote from any good market,
aud no cart Toad by whichit could be conveyed to a diftance.

Reads.——While the making and repairing of roads de-
pended only upon the. ftatute-labour, nothing to purpofe ei-
ther was, or could be, done in this part of the country. An

‘ act
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alt was therefore applied for, and obtained, to convert the
ftatute-labour into mopey. The converfion is at the rate of
.2¢ fhillings fterling for each L. 100 Scots of valued rent. In
the a&, the feveral roads that were judged moft neceffary,
were defcribed : One by the fhore from Girvan to Ballantrae,
-and thence. to the confines of the county, by Glenap. This
qne is already formed, and has lately received fome improve-
ments ; but there are ftill fome arduous and difficult pulls in
it, which are hardly to be avoided.——The other from Gir-
van, by the village of Colmonell. Upon the credit of the a&
money was borrowed, and the work was begun.. But it was
foon found, that any fum which could be raifed on that fund,
would be very inadequate to the purpofe. Some afliftance ha-
ving been obtained from Government, the work was gradually
carried on through the parifh of Ballantrae. But a difference
of opinion as to the dire&ion of thefe two roads, in the parith
of Colmonell, having taken place, an engineer was employed
to make a particular furvey of the whole country, and to draw
-out the plan of a road, which fhould be, on the whole, the
leaft expenfive and exceptionable. The plan he formed was
univerfally approved of ; and will be completed in the courfe
of the year 1791.

- Improvements. ——Whatever progrefs may have been made
in other places, yet in the parifh of Colmonell improvements
- yre ftill in their infancy.—~—Till of late, there were very few
inclofures indeed ; but now the farmers are all ftriving with
one another who fhall have their grounds firft inclofed. .In
fome inftances, the proprietor inclofes the ground, and charges
the tenant fix per cent. or upwards, of intereft for the expence
he lays out. Sometimes, however, the terant himfelf is at
the expence ; the proprietor being obliged to refund him the
value of the dykes at the expiration of the leafe, if he then

quits
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quits the pofleflion of his farm. There are few in the lower
part of the parith, who have not their arable and meadow .
land feparated by dykes from their pafture; and many have
their whole farms inclofed and divided.——=The praftice of.
inclofirg is gradually extending itfelf over the parith; and is
judged to be the moft profitable fpecies of improvement, that
the nature of the couantry in general will admit of.——The
dykes are commonly built with dry ftone, and are ufually about
five feet high, about two feet wide at the foundation, ang-
ten or twelve inches at the top.———But this pralice of inclo-:
fing, together with the increafe of rents, has occafioned the.
difmiffion of herds and cottagers; and, of confequence, has ma-
terially affcted the population of the diftri. Many perfons
of that defcription lived in the parith; and their fervices were:
particularly neceflary while the ground was open. They had
from their mafters a houfe and ‘yard, a fmall ‘piece of land,
grafs for one or more cows, &c. the value of which was ao-:
"counted trifling, while the rents were low: But when they
came to be doubled or trebled, the farmer began to calculate
the coft, and to eftimate what the grafs of every cow was
worth, &c. and'thus they were fpurrcd on to inclofe their.
grounds, that they might not have occafion for fuch a burden in
future. But however profitable this expedient ‘'might be to
the farmer himfelf, it has evidently proved inimical to the po-
pulation, and perhaps to the real improvement, of the coun-
try. About twenty years ago there was hardly a tenant who
hadnotone ormore of thefe cottagers on his farm, whereas now
there are very few of them in the whole parith..——The
cottages were the nurferies of fervants; but their inhabi-
tants have now been removed to towns, and having bred up
their children to other employments, farm fervants have become
exceedingly fcarce throughout the whole country.
Vou. II. I . - In
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In the lower parts of the parifh, the improvement of arable
Iand has of late years been principally carried on by lime, which
turns outtoexceeding good account, Thereisgreat plentyof good
limeftone ; but coals lie at the diftance of fourteen miles.

Antiquities.—~There are feveral remains of antient buildings
in this parith. The caftles of Carleton, Knockdaw, Kirkhill,
Craigneil, Pinwhirry, Kildonan, &c. and alfo 2 number of
cairns, or large beaps of ftanes in different places, which arg
certainly antient enough ; but for what purpofe they were cel-
lected, is not certainly knows,

Heritors.—~There are feventeen proprictors of land, only
two of whom refide in the parifh,

Marufaflures.—e— A tan-work was fet up about 2 twelve-
month ago ; it ia at prefent on a fmall feale, but will probably
be enlarged.—— An woolen manufacture would be the moft
proper one for this part of the country.———There are in the
parifh 24 weavers, 7 of whom refide in the village 13 fhoe~
makers, 13 taylors, 7 wrights, 10 mafons, g blackf{miths, §
millers, and 2 clothiers, all employed in working for the neigh-
bouthoed. There are alfo § corn millsy a barley mill, and 4
lint mill, :

Charch, &ocr~An infeription upon a ftone abeve the old
¢hurch door bears date 1591. The church was taken down
and built new from the foundation in 1772. Itis in good rc-
pair ; but not being in a centrical fituatien, it has been cuf-
tomary for the minifter of Colmonell once a month to perform
divine fervice at a place called Barrhill, five miles diftant from
it.  The manfe was built in 1762; and bas fince been ree
paired. The ftipend amounts.to 99 bolls, t firlot of vitpal,

L.213,
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L.213:6, Scois, in money, amt 30 merks for communion )
clements. The glebe confifts of cight acres pafture and ara-
ble, worth 20s the acre. Mr Hamilton of Bargeny is pa-
tron.

Population. ——The return to Dr. Webfter, about 40 years
ago, was 1814 fouls. There are now only about 1100 in the
parifls 3 all of whom are of the eftablifhed church, cxccpting
§6 8eceders of the Antibargher denomination, and 6 Came-
ronfane. No authentic account can be given of births,
deaths, and marriages, as no full record of them has been
kept Bere, fince Government impofed a duty upon them,
which few of the parifhioners chufe to pay; and the parith
clerk is forbid to record any for whom the duty ic mot paid.—
The population has been gradually decreafing for thefe 30
years paft; partly owing to the union of farms; but princi-
pally, to the difmifion of cottagers. There is now often but
one family, where formerly there were three or four.——In
the village there are 34 dwelling houfes, alt thatched, except
the manfe; 4 fhopkeepers, who fupply the neighbourhood
with grecery, hardware, &c. 2 inns, with very indifferent ac-
commodation for fo frequented a road, as thisis likely to be-
come; and 4 public houfes, for the lower ranks of people;
particularly during the four great fairs, which are held here
the firk Monday of every quarter, at which a good deal of
common countrv bufinefs is tranfated.

School.—There is an eftablithed fchoolmafter at the church,
with a fchool-houfe, fufficiently large, and a dwelling houfe
for the mafter : but the extent of the parith renders it impof-
{ble for him to be ufcful to a fourth part of the inhabitants.
It is very ufual, therefore, for three or four farmers in the
country to join in hiring a private teacher, to inftruct their

I2 children,
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children. The fchool-mafter’s falary is 2 merks from each
L.100 Scots of valuation. There is alfo a2 {mall farm, which
was mortified to the heritors and kirk-feflion, for the benefit
of the {chool, the yearly rent of which is L. 16 fterling; one
half whereof goes to the fcheolmafter, and the other half to
poor boysin the parith, of a particular defcription.

Seceders.— Their meeting-houfe for public worthip is with-
in a quarter of a mile of the village. Their congregation,
though collected from the parithes of Ballantrae, Girvan, Barr
and Colmonell, is after all but fmall. They have never been
able to make any great acceffion to their intereft in Carrick,
owing very much to the prudence and moderation, with which
the fettlement of minifters, on the eftablifhment, in this part
of the éountry, has been condulted ; an example which ought
to be imitated, by all who with well to fociety, and to the in-
terefts of religion.

Poor.——There are few common beggars, or perfons total
ly deftitute, belonging to the parifh, but a confiderable num-
ber of people who require occafional fupplies. The number
upon the lift at prefentis 24. The only fund for their relief
arifes from the colletions made at the church doors, and the
intereft of a fmall fum faved in a courfc of fome years. The
money annually diftributed, on an,average of three years, end-
ing 1790, was L. 20: 14 fterling.

Mifecllaneous Obfervations.——The inhabitants, in general,
are fober and induftrious. They pay a proper regard to their
religious duties, and, in particular, are attentive to the diQates
of juftice, humanity, and charity to their brethren. A num-
ber of them, though they have received but a very common

and
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and ordinary education, yet poflefs a degree of judgementianid
knowledge, both in fpiritual and temporal matters; exceeded
by few. They enjoy life very happily, and are feemingly
pleafed with their fituation. Till of late years, their dwielling
houfes were very uncomfortable; but now they are making
great improvements in them, particularly when they receive
any affiftance from their landlords to excite, or to enable
them. One great bar to improvement is the fhortnefs of lea~
fes. They are feldom given for more than nineteen years;
and, in many cafes, (where the lands are ftrictly entailed)
cannot be granted for a greater length of time. This affords
but little fcope, and lefs encouragement, to extenfive or ex-
penfive exertions.

Another difadvantage is, the want of more crofs roads for
the purpofe of carrying manure, &c. particularly one up the
river Dufk, to join the fhire of Ayr to thnt of Wigton, and
the ftewartry of Kirkcudbright *.

The laft great bar to improvement is, the cuftom univer-
fally prevailing through the country, of landlords binding
their

* In the planning, and the laying out of the public roads, very
great improvements have taken place, in this neighbourhood.
The road frem Girvan, down the north fide of the water of Stin-
chiar, by the village of Colmonell, and thence by the fouthfide of
Knockdolian hill, to the bridge of Ballantrae, isin a line of fix-
teen Englith miles, through a hilly country, and yet fo condaétud

that there is not a fingle pull in the whole of it; whillt, at the
fame time, it is carried through a moft beautiful country, diverfi-
fied with wood and water, hill and glen, and cvery fpcmcs of fce-
nery, that can delight the eyzof a traveller.
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their tenants to carry all their grindable grain to particular
mills, or to pay a ftipulated multure, which frequently is 2
high as the tenth part carried to the mill ; in fome cafesit is
even higher, and they are befides obliged to perform indefinite
mill-fervices, according to what is called ufe and wont.
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NUMBER VIL

PARISH. OF GALSTON.

(COUNTY OF AYR.)

By the Rev. Mr. GeoRCGE SmiTH.

Origin of the Name, Situation, Extent, and Surface.

SOME have imagined that the name originated from a fmall
number of the Gauls, having made a temporary fettle~
ment in the village. But the derivation cannot now be afcer-
tained *. Jt lics in that divifion of the county of Ayr called
Kyle, in the prefbytery of Ayr, and {ynod of Ayr and Glaf-
gow. Its length is thirteen meafured miles, and it is from
four to five miles broad. The furface is very different. To-
wards the eaftern boundary, there is a good deal of mofs,
muir, and heathy ground. The foil, at the head of the parith,
next Strathaven, is light and gravelly : But in the lower and
more cultivated grounds, there is rich clay, and in feme
: places

* Many names of places in the parifh are derived from the Cel-
tic, as Achenbart, or the field of the bards, Lenfien, the defcent of
the hill, &c. Gal, in that language, fignifics ffranger, but fon feems
tobe of Saxon original:
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places loam. The bottem is, in general, a blue or red clay, and
in fome parts rather inclined to till.

Rivers and Fifbh.—~The Irvine, which rifes a little above
Y.oudoun hill, runs on the northern beundary of .the parifh,
and is joined by many rivulets in the neighbourhood, in parti-
cular by the Glen, the Gower, the Burn-Anne, and the
Ceflnock. :

All thefe ftreams have very good trout, and the Irvine, at
times, 2 few falmgn. The Burn-Anne trouts, though large,
are rather foft, as the ftream comes from mofly grounds;
thofe of the Irvine, and of the Ceflnock in particular, arelittlo
infrior to char. Liming the lands has diminithed the num-
ber of the trouts, from the noxious quality of that article
to fith. But their greateft enemy is man. The few falmon
that get over the mill-dams, are deftroyed by means of hand
nets and harpoons.  Scarcely one falmon in afeafon can be
caught by the rod, where 20.0r 30 years ago, any fkilful perfon,
mighs, for his amufement, have killed fcores of them.

Loche—There are two lochs in the parith; one.Loch Gait,
at its eaftern extremity, is-a fheet of deep and clear water, a-
bounding in trouts and very large eels. It isthe chief fource
of the water of Even, or Aven, which joins the Clyde below
Hamilten, and gives name to the parith of Strathaven, or A-
vendale. '"The other is Brunt-wocd loch, towards Mauchlin.
Tt breeds an immenie number of wild ducks; and, in fevere
winters, great flocks of fwans frequent it for the benefit of the
fprings. A bird, which the people here ¢all a hether blutter,
perhaps i it is the bittern (it makes a loud roaring noife) built its
nell op the ifland in the loch about jcight or nine ycars ago,
but a- fome fuperflitious people fug},eﬂed that its loud and un-

commoR
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tommon cties forboded mo good, foon either deftroyed or
banithed.

Air, Climate, Hills, {c.~The tir may be called rather
moift, but it is not unhealthy. ~~In common with all the’
weftern coaft of Scotland, there are frequent rains, and high
winds ; the latter of which are fuppofed to contribute much
to the general health of the inhabitants. Sometimes, even in
fummer, and autumn, the rain falls in confiderable quantities,
and in large drops.——The moft remarkable hills are Cairn-
faigh, which, in the Celtic, fignifics, The Hill of Peoce ; where
probably, in former times, fome truce or other agreement
was made between two neighbouring clans, regarding their
boundaries ; and thus the large dykes, and cairns .of ftones,
on the top of Cairnfaigh may be accounted for. Mol-mount
{ Mollis Mons ) is arable to the top. The view from this hill
is delightful ; a great part of Carrick, moft of Kyle, and all
Cunningham being feen from it. In the neighbourhood, there
is under view, the antient feats of Ceflnock Tower and Loudoun
Caftle, with their extenfive woods and plantations, the thriving
 village of Galfton, the turnings and windings of the Irvine,

&c.; and, with regard to diftant objeélts, in fine weather, the
“ifland of Arran, (which ferves as a barometer to this country),
and even Ireland itfelf, may be clearly diftinguithed. .

Antiguities.—~There are the remains of a druidical temple on
the top of Mol-mount-hill, of a circular form, and of about fixty
feet diameter. A great part of the circle h#s of late been deftroy-
ed, and the ftones taken away.——Some years ago, in Mr
Brown’s grounds of Waterhaughs, an aatient burial place was
dug up ; an account of which was publifhed at the time by
Dr. Lawrie minifter of Loudoun. —At Claymore, about ten
Years ago, anurn, containing fome filver and other coins was

Vor. IL K found, -
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found, and in the garden of Waterhaughs, 22 filver coins of §
different forts were difcovered. They were fold for the price
of.bullion, and brought only about L. 3. The infcription on
one of thefe coins, which ftill remains, is, ,
ARCHI. AVST. DVX. BVRG. BRAB.
And on the reverfe,
PHIL. I1IL D. G. HISP. ET. INDIAR. REX. 1622.

Among other antiquities there may be mentioned, feveral
fmall hills, called Laws, on which there are cairns of ftones.
Alfo a place call Beg, above Allinton, where the brave Wal-
lace lay, in a fpecies of rude fortification, with only o of his
friends, yet obtained a complete vi¢tory over an Englith officer
of the name of Fenwick, who had 200 men under his com-
mand. This gallant hero, it is well known, had feveral places
of retirement towards the head of this parifh, and in the
neighbourhood, fome of which retain his name to this day;
Wallace-hill in particular, an eminence near the Galla-law,
and a place called Wallace-Gill, in the parith of Loudoun, a
‘hollow glen, to which he probably retired for fhelter when
-purfued by his enemies.

~ 8hecp ~There are fome fheep farms.in the parifh, in which
about 2500 fheep, of the black-faced or Lammer-muir breed
are grazed. The pafture is exceedingly healthy, and there is
fcldom any lofs by difeafe.  In the lower grounds a few En-
glifh theep are alfo kept. The wool of the muir fhecp is coarfe,
‘and it takes from eight to nine fleeces to the trone ftone.

State of Agriculture.—There are about roo farmers, butom-
ly 8o ploughs; two farmers fometimes joining to kecp one
plough. Allowing 30 acres to every plow, the number in ac-
tual tillage would be 24003 and, as the tenants are m génc-
ral allowed to plough only one third of their farms, hence the
' ' whole
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whole arable land in the parifh may be calculated at threq
times as much, or 7200 acres ; of which one-third is ploughw
ed, another paftured, and the remainder cut for hay,

After ix years reft, and liming the land at the rate of 100
bolls of flacked lime per acre, it is ufual to take three fucceflive
crops of oats. The lime is fpread upon the green fwaird be-
fore plowing, fometimes not many weeks before the ground
is plowed, which muft occafion much of. the lime being
lolt at the bottom of the furrow i yetit is aftonithing what
large crops are produced ia this way.——Very little bear or
barley is fown. Peafe, beans, &c. thrive extremely well, and
fhould certzinly intervene between the crops of oats; though
there is a great deal of difficulty in preferving them, owing to
frcquent rains in harveft. '

The produce is chicfly oats; and, for thefe two or three
years laft paft, a fmall quantity of wheat. Potatoes are
nifed in great quantities, both by the farmers and by the in~
babitancs of the village; the laft renting the land neareft them,
at 3d. § and 4d. per fall, and manuring and dreffing the crop
for themfelves,  And though the tradefmen might certainly
buy their potatoes as cheap from the farmers, yet this pra&tice
tends much to promote their health, and amufement at bye~
hours, when otherwife they would be idle, and ought there~
fore to be encouraged.

One great article of produce is cheefe, made after the Dun-
lop manner, and equally gocd*. It is fent to Kilmarnock,
Fiifley, Glafgow, and Edinburgh.

The farmers, in general, raife their own ftock of black

K2 cattle.

* The parith of Dunlop, was the firft, in this part of Scotland,
that took the lead in making exccllent cheele for a diftant market.
They refemble in tafte fome of the better forts of Englith cheefe,
though mot yet brought to equal perfeQioa.
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cattle. Many calves in the fpring are fed for the Fdinburgh
imarket; and a few horfes are bred in the parith.——More
grain is raifed within the bounds of the diftri¢t than whatis
neceffary for its confumption, and the furplus is carried to the
great manufaCuring towns in the neighbourhood:

The harveft of 1782 was remarkably late, a great quantity
of fnow having fallen before the crop was cut ; and the corn
was picked out from among it, in the beft manner it could.
In feveral fields the grain was covered with frozen fnow, and
hardly any part of the crop was to be feen.

. The foil, particularly next Straven, is well adapted for
turnips, but little of that root has as yet been raifed. From
20 to 30 acres are generally fown with flax, and the produce
is drefled by a water-millin the village. The quantity of flax
manufaured there, is from goo to 1000 ftones avoirdupoife,
and about the half of that quantity is heckled. Little flax is
drefled in any other manner ; though, by the hand, is by far the
fafeft methed, and fubject to much lefs wafte, than when wa-
ter mills are employed. Clover and rye-grafs, efpecially the
latter, is fown for hay, when the land is allowed to reft.——
‘White clover is, in moft places, the natural produd of the
foil.

Proprietors and rent.—There are about 50 heritors great and
fmall ; of whom Mifs Scot of Scotftarvet is by much the moft
confiderable, having purchafed, in 1787, the extenfive baro-
nies of Ceflnock, Hainingrofs, and others.—The valued rent
of the parifh is L.4644:3:10, Scots; the real rent from
L. 5000 to L. 6000 fterling.——The greater part-of the land
is inclofed. Good land lets for about 20s per acre, and near
the village at double the {um, ‘

Woods




- of Galfton. %7

* Woodsand Planting.—~There is a great deal of fine old plant-
ing, many very large Scots firs, and fome copfe wood round the
houfe of Cefinock. Within thefe 20 years, very extenfive
plantations have been raifed by Mr Brown of Water-haughs,
and other proprietors in the parith. Near old Barr cattle, there
is averyremarkable old elm, which meafures 24 feet round, has
12 feet of trunk at the top, and fpreads itfclf into 24 branches,
many of which, are themfelves large trees. A treecalled the
Maiden-Oak, waslately fold for about L.13. By the oldeft
leafes on the Barr cftate, the tenants were bound to plant, at
leaft twelve ath yearly. 'This accounts for the beautiful ap-
pearance of the farm houfes on that property, which are in
general furrounded by trees..

Fowls and Birds.—There are here all the eommon tame
fowls of the country. The muirs yield plenty of groufe, and
partridges abound in the low grounds. Within thefe 13 or 14
years, fome wood-larks have been feen in the plantations of
Ceflnock ; and about the fame time bull-finches firft appeared 5

and have now increafed to a very confiderable number. They *

do great damage to the bloffoms of the plumbs, and {mall
fruit ; a lofs which is fcarcely compenfated by their deftroying,
at the fame time, fome grubs and caterpillars, and filling
the neighbouring woods with the mufic of their pipes. Wood-.
cocks, in the winter and {pring are to be found in great num-
bers; and within § or 6 years, pheafants have bred in the pa-
rith, but have been, in a great meafure, deftroyed by poachers.

Minerals.~Mifs Scot has a valuable coal, now working,
within a quarter of a mile of the village ; and alfo an exceed-
ing good lime quarry, which fufficiently ferves all the tenants
on this part of her extenfive domains.—1It is worthy of re-

mark, that within thefe 40 or 50 years, all the fuel made ufe of
- herey
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here, was peats from Galfton muir, a few coals excepted,
which were carried in facks on horfes backs, from Caprington,
near Kilmarnock, through almoft impaflible clay roads. The
Iate Mr Wallace of Ceflnock is the gentleman, to whom this
neighbourhood owes the important advantages both of coal and
Time, which have fo materially contributed to its improvement.
There is no doubt, that all the muir edges abound in iron ore,
which might be fmelted to great profit. At Cairnfaigh, there
was lately difcovered, on the banks of the Aven, a vein of
very rich iron ore; and feveral tons were wrought out by the
Muirkirk company. But it was given up for want of proper
roads to convey it.——The Burn-Anne throws up at times
fome good pebbles, which are fuppofed to come from the
fides of the Mol-mount-hill, where it is faid they abound.—
‘There are many ftonc quarries in the parith; and, clofe to
the village, abundance-of ftone of a red colour, which is well
calculated for building. : R

Population.—In 1755, the population of Galfton amounted
to 1013 fouls.
* 1t appears, from an a&ual and pretty accurate furvey taken
in 1790, that the number had increafed to 1577, of which
5219 “were examinable.

In the village of Galftop, which, An. 1779, contained on-
1y 455 fouls, there are at prefeat §73, of which the follow-
ing is an analyfis.

Population table for the village of Galfton, March the 21f,
1791,

Souls - - 573 Examinable perfons 473
Males - - 257 Females . - 318

More women than men 59 Widows. - - 30
. Famlics
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Families - -

152
Day.labourers - 7
Carters - - 3
Mafons - - « 9
Weavers - - 55
Wrights T § ¢
Stocking-weavers - 11
Taylors - I ] ¢
Coopers - - 2
Carriers - - 2
Butchers - - 2
Tambourers, i. e. girls who
- few with the tambouring

needle - - 24
Grocers - - [
Shoe-makers - ar

N
O

Lint millers -
Colliers - -
Gardener - -
Mole-catcher -
Baker - -
Paper-makers - -
Dyers - -
Sempttrefles -
Horfe dealers -
Black-fmiths -
Drummer - -
Flax-dreflers -
Surgeon - -
Druggift - -
School-mafter -

MmN mE PR NW e G b

From Whitfunday 2783, to December 1788, there were

68 matiages.

In 1783 2 -
1784 - -
1785 - -
1786 - -
1787 - -
1788 - - -
1789 - - -
1790 - - -

Births. Deaths.
44 - - 39
43 - - 44
45 - - 34
42 - - 24
46 - - 23
47 - .- 35
47 - = - 26
50 - - 4t

Thefe births, 8&c. are exclufive of fuch as have not been
tceordcd, by perfons who are not of the Eftablithment.

, Since 1779, about’go houfes have been built; and, feu-

ing
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ing continues to go on rapidly, infomuch that 12 new houfet
were feued this year.——The conveniencies fer building and
carrying on manufaQtures are very great; to which may be
added, reafonable ground-rents, abundance of ftone and lime,
excellent water, and a rich and populous country. Till of late,
the chief manufaure was fhoes, which were made for mer-
chants in Kilmarnock, and exported. Now, the weaving of
lawn and gauze is the chief obje; and, if a little money
- were laid out in eftablifhing thefe manufaGtures, while Paifley
and Glafgow flourifh, this parith might expe& to thrive.
The firft loom for filk or light work, was fet up here in
1787. At this time there will be about 40. The weavers
" of Galfton depend on Glafgow and Paifley. It would be defir-
able to have an woollen manufalture attempted. The premi-
ums given by theTruftees might contribute to its eftablifhment.
There is fome paper manufactured, but it is chiefly of the

coarfe fort.

' Local Cuftoms.~It is ufual for even the women to attend
funerals in the village, dreft in black or red cloaks.—— An-
other fingular cuftom prevails here: When a young man
wifhes to pay his addrefles to his fweet-heart, inftead of going
to her father’s, and profefling his paffion, he goes to a public
houfe; and, having let the land-lady into the fecret of his at-
tachment, the objet of his withes is immediately fent for,
who never almoft refufes to come. She is entertained with
ale and whifky, or brandy; and the marriage is concluded on.
The fecond day after the marriage, a creeling, as it is called,
takes place. 'The young wedded pair, with their friends, af-
femble in a convenient fpot. A fmall creel or batket is pre-
pared for the occafion, into which, they put fome ftones s
The young men carry it alternately, and allow themfeltes to be
caught by the maidens, who bave a kifs when they fucceed. Af-

2 : : tepr
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ter a great deal of innocent mirth and pleafantry, the creel
falls at length to the young hufband’s fhare, who is obliged to
carry it generally for a long time, none of the young women
having compaflion upon him. At laft, his fair mate, kind-
ly relieves him from his burdens and her complaifance, in
this particular, is confidered as a proof of her fatisfalion
with the choice fhe has made. The creel goes round again ;
more merriment fucceeds, and all the company dine together,
and talk over the feats of the field *.

Church, Manfe, Stipend, and Patron.~The church fs an-
tient, probably built before the Reformation. The manfe was
builtin 1727 ; but has fince been frequently repaired. The
ftipend is 8 chalders, or 128 bolls of meal, and about L. 8 in
money, with a glebe. The living was the fame 100 years a-
go. Mifs Scot is patron.

State of the Poor.—The colle&tions for the poor, with the
intereft of a fmall fum of money, bring in about L. 40. per an-
aum, which is diftributed among two clafles, The firft clafs con-
fifts of the old,the infirm, young children, orphans, &c. who
have a weekly penfion. Such as are rendered unfit, by tem-
porary ficknefs, to provide for themfelves and families, re-
ceive only an occafional or interim fupply.

The Seflion takes an inventory of the goods of fuch as have
a weekly provifion, which, at-their death, are fold for the be-
hoof of the poor.——Intimation is given from the pulpit
from time to time, to let no houfes to any perfon who is like-
ly to be a burden on the parith. There are no native beggars,
but too many of that defcription from other parifhes. The

Vou. II. L number

'*® Perhaps the French phrale, ¢ AMiew panniers, vendanges
¥ - fot faiter,” may allude to a fimilar _c:ﬁom.
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number of ftated poor is from 1e to 12, of occafional froi
11 to 16.

There is an univerfal fociety for the relief of the poor, at
Newmills, with a fund which is of great ufe to tradefmen in
diftrefs. Some of the natives of Galfton belong to it. One,
on a very fimple principle, is cftablithed in this parith. Ie
confifts of about 50 members, and is called the penny or half>
penny fociety. It has no funds, which are too apt to be embez«
zled ; but, when a brother is confined to bed by ficknefs, every
member pays him a penny weekly, and if able to go about,
though not to work, a half-penny.  This inftitution is found
to anfwer.; and might be adopted in other places with advan-
tage.

Mifcellaneous Obfervations.~There are two great fairs at the
village, one in July, the other in December. The firft (St.
. Peter’s) has greatly fallen off, but the cuftom is ftill retained
of kindling fires on all the neighbouring hills, the evening be-
fore it is held. The great roads from Edinburgh to Ayr,
by Riccarton, and from Glafgow to Damfries, by Mauchlin,
pafs through the village of Galfton. The roads are chicfly
made and kept in repair by the ftatute-labour. There is
an excellent parith fchool, and a fchool-houfe lately built,
which accommodates 100 fcholars. A funday-fchool, eret-
ed by Mrs. Scot in 1787, and mainrained at her fole expence,
is attended with very good effets.

There are about § or 6 ale-houfes in the village. Kil-
marnock is the neareft poft town, There are 7 corn mills,
3 lint mills, arid 1 paper mill. Of the former, one is known
tinder the name of Patie’s mill, and claims the honour of hav-
ing given birth to that delightful fong, * The lafs of Patie’s
“¢ mill.”” The banks of the Irvine, on which itis fituated, ab-
firaCted from the charms of the fair, might well have infpived &

. poct
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poet of lefs powers and fenGbility than Ramfay, with the.
fentiments contained in that celebrated paftoral. ——The high
multures formerly paid at thefe corn mills, are now, in a great
meafure, bought up and abolithed ; though, in the lands of
Greenholm, and a few others, they ftill exift. The only
fervices of a perfonal nature which remain,- are, the common
nill fervices, of thatching the mill, dragging home the millftone,
&c. &c. and, on one cftate, that of bringing home the maf-
ter’s hay. The people are in general long lived ; many hav-
ing died within thefe few years between 70 and 100.--The con-
fumption is the moft prevalent diftemper, and the moft fatal.
The fmall-pox makes frequent ravages; and inoculation is not
fo common as it ought to be. The religious prejudice againft
itis ftill great. Of above 500 who have been inoculated in the
fpace of 12 years, not one has died.———1It may be added,
that the inhabitants of Galfton are, in general, fober, induf-
trious, and charitable to- the diftreffed. It is to be regretted,
however, that inftead of the wholefome beverage of ale, they
are now compelled, by the high duties on thatarticle, to be-
take themfelves to the ufe of whifky, which is equally deftruge
tive to the health, and to the morals of the people. '

| AP . NUMBER
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NUMBER IX.

PARISH OF KILMARNOCK.

(counNTY OF AYR.)

The firfh part of the following veryintersfling paper, was drown
up by the Rev. MR. JAMES MACKINLAY, and the fecond, by the
Rey.. Mr. Joun RoBERTsON, the Miniflers of that parifb.

PART I,

Origin of the Name, Extent, Climate, .
THE parith of Kilmarnock in the county of Ayr and pref-
" bytery of Irvine, is, on many accounts, of very confi~
derable importance, and furnifhes room for a variety of ftatif-
tical obfervations. Inregard to extent, it is about nine miles
long, and four broad; bounded by Newmills upon thc eaft,

by Fenwick and Stewarton upon the north, by Kilmaurs up- -

on the weft, and by the river Irvine, which divides it from Ric.
carton and Galfton, upon the fouth. The name Kilmarnock, or
Cellmarnock, is evidently derived from St Marnock, who is faid
to have been a bithop or confeffor in Scotland. Hedied, A. D.
" 322, and probably was interred here. The appearance of
the country is, in general, flat, with a gentle declivity to the
fouth. The foil is deep, ftrong and fertile, but runs a litde
inte a kind of mofs towqu the north eaft. The air, from its

' local
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local Gtuation, and the frequent rains which fall in the weft
of Scotland, is moift and damp, but is far from being unheal-
thy. The inhabitants are feldom vifited with any epidemi-
cal diftempers; and, it has been obferved, that when the
neighbouring fea-port towns of Ayr and Irvine are labouring
under fuch diforders, Kilmarnock, though to appearance in a
lefs healthy fituation, has been happily exempted. This per-
haps, may, in fome meafure be attributed to a rivulet which
runs through part of the town ; which is not only ferviceable to
fome of the manufa&urescarried onthere, butgreatly centributes
to the health of the inhabitants. Inftances of longevity, there-
fore arc not uncommon. A few years ago, a woman who
lived in the town, died at the advanced age of 107. Several
now alive, are between 8o and 100 ;-and there is 2 porter ftill
able to walk about, and carry patccls, whdfe age is afcertain-
ed to be 105.

Population.~The return to Dr. Webfter of thé population
of Kilmarnock, was 4403 fouls. In 1763, it amounted to
about so0e. Its prefent ftate is as follows.b

Total number of fouls . - - 6776
Of thefe males _ Te - . 3132
Ferhales - - . 3634
Souls in the town - - - 5670
— in thecountry - - - - 1106
Males in thé town -« - - 2586
Females in do. - Te - - 307§
Males in the country - N - 547
Femalesindo. - - - - 559
Males in town and country, above 8 years - - 2289
Females in do. above do. - . - 2-83.

Males -
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Males m do. under 8 years . - . - e 85
Femalesindo. under do. - - . - 850

Divifion of the inhabitants accerding to their religious per-
fuafions. , : ’

Cameroniang - - - 20
Buighers . » - - - 540
Antiburghers - . - - 480
mihﬁﬂud church - - - 57 16

6776

The difference between the males and females in the town,
maft ftrike the moft carelefs obferver, This, however, arifes
from the wollen and cotton manufa&tures, which bave induced
feveral families, where the females were the moft numerous, to
come and fertle in this place. That difference is not very mate~
7izl in the country part of the parith.

This vaft increafe of population has arifen from the progrefs
of manufatures, by which means, many families have been
Jed to come from neighbouring parithes to get employment
here; and partly, perhaps, from the regular and comforta.
ble mode of living that has been eftablifhed ; which is always
found to be peculiarly favourable to the increale of the human
fpecies. The annual average of births and deaths cannot, at
prefent, be precilcly afcertained, as few, or none of the dif
jenters enter their children’s names in the parifh regifter. By
this means, Government is not only deprived of a tax, but an
injury may be done to their pofterity; who, in cafe of any dif-
pute, will not have it in their power, from that autheatic re-
cord, to prave their age, propinquity, or extraltion. From
the following extralt, however, taken from this regifter,

fome
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Rme idea may be formed of the gradual increafe of population
h d\is Wial ﬁm the Ul‘liono

Years. Births. Deaths.
1707 - -a 92 e e —
1709 - - 88 - - - -—
730 = - -« 109 - - - 9z
1748 . - 116 . - - 102
1790 - - = 200 - - - 173

Manxfallures.—Kilmarnock is one of the principal manefae-
taring towns in Ayrfhire, and, for many years has carried on
a very confiderable trade. Manufalures were at firft gradual-
lyintroduced, but of late have made a very rapid progrefs. -

About fifty years ago, the principal trade was carried on
by three or four individuals, who bought ferges and other
woollen asticles from private manufaltures, and exported
them to. Holland. - When the demand afterwards increafed,
a company was formed, who cre&ed an woollen faltory for
different branches of that bufinefs, which ever fince has con-
tinued in a very flourithing ftate. The fhoe trade was introdu-
ced about the fame time ; and now the woollen and fthoe trades
are the moft extenfive and important in the diftri¢t. Several
fpinning jeanies, however, for cotton, have been lately erected,
ad a carding and f{pinning machine for coarfe wool; all of
which feem to do very well.

The following is an account drawn up by the mo& intellis
gent manufalurers in the town, of the prefent annual aves
tage value of the different branches cartied on in Kilmar-
nock,

Carpets
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Carpets manufaCtured - - L.21,400 o ¢
Shoes and boots - - 21,216 © o
Cow, calf, and feal-fkins tanne - 9,000 0 ©
Printed calicoes - - - 6,500 0 o
Sheep and lamb fkins drefled - - 6,500 o ©
Leather gloves - .- - 3500 0 o
Cotton cloth < . - 2,251 0 O
Duffles - - - - ‘5670 0 o
Coverlets - - - 6co 0 ©
Blankets - - - - 70® O O
Plaidings - - - 396 o o
Serges, mancoes, and faddlers cloth, &c. 611 o o
Saddlery goods for home and foreign fale 60 o o
Candles - - - - 1,200 ©0 ©
Stockings knit by women . - 600 o o
Tobacco and fnuff manufaQured - 3,700 0 o
Bar, rod, and caft iron manufactured - 1,000 © o
Bonnets - - - -  s06:0 0
Milled caps and mitts - - - 1,200 0 ©
Dyers - - - - 1,008 0 o
Cabinet work - - - 2,000 © ©
Creelman’s compofition, a fubftitute for gum a-
rabic in calico printing - - 700 ¢ o
——
L.86,850 o o

In thefe different branches from two or three thoufand hands
may be employed. There are §6 mafter fhoemakers, who eme
ploy 408 men. The number of weavers of different denomi-
nations, though confiderable, has not been afcertained 5 but
it s reckoned, that 200 of this profeflion are employed by the

manufacturers of Glafgow and Paifley alone. As a manufatur-

2, ing
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_ing town this place has advantages and difadvantages, which
itmay not be improper briefly to mention. Among the ad-
vantages may be reckoned its fituation in the midit of a po-
pulous and fertile country, whete provifions of all kinds are to
be had in abundance, and at moderate prices. Coal, fo ne-
«ceflary in almoft every branch of manufalture, is found clofe
toit in vaft abundance, and may be had eafier and cheaper than

.in any other town in the neighbourhood. The town is fur-

-nifhed with a meal-market, plentifully fupplied with good and
wholefome grain 3 and always a penny or three halfpence a
peck cheaper than in the Glafgow or Paifley markets. Jndeed
all forts of provifions, efpecially meal, butter, eggs, and poul-
try, are fo much cheaper in this part of the country, that they
-are conftantly carried to the Glafgow and Paifley markets, not
merely to fupply the demands of thefe populous towns, but to
bring greater prices than can be got for them at home. The
town is alfo provided with an excellent market for all forts of
butcher meat, which is reckoned by far the beft in the neigh-

bourhood; in fo much that many familics in Glafgow, at the.

diftance of 21 miles, are fupplied from it; induced, partly by
the fuperior quality of the meat, and partly by an addition to
the weight of an ounce and a half to the pound. The
chief difadvantage under which the place labours, is, its inland
fituation, being about fix or feven miles diftant from the fea.
This occafions a confiderable expence in the land carriage of
Taw materials, a3 well as in their exportation, when manufac-
tured. A propofal was made fome time ago to have this difad-
vantage removed, by a canal from the fea below Troon-point,
to the bridge at the fouth end of Glencairn-ftreet. 'This under-
taking would no doubt be attended with great expence ; but as,
from all accounts, it is praticable, (the lands through which
it would run having no greatafcent), if accomplithed, it would

Vor. IL. M certainly
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certainly render. Kilmarnock the thoft eligible and flourifhing
manufacturing town in the weft of Scotland *.

. Ecclefiaflical State of the Parifb.~There are in Kilmarnock
no lefs than five places of . public worfhip. Firft, The parith
church, which is collegiate, and continued to be the only
place of divine fervice, until the year 1731. Being then
found unable to contain the people of the parifh, the Town-
Council and inhabitants next ereCted a handfome new church
or chapel, in which the collegiate minifters officiated alter-
nately ; until 2763, when, owing to a wiolent fettlement,
that took place by order of the General Affembly, the pro-
prictors of houfes called a minifter of their own, who was or-
dained by the Prefbytery. ——There is a Burgher feceding
Mmeeting-houfe, ereted in 1772; and an Antiburgher one,
built in 1775 ¢ and, finally, there is an old diffenting meeting-
houfe, connefted with what is called, the Reformed Prefby-
tery, ereCted in the neighbourhood of the town, An. 1785,
It muft be pbferved, however, that notwithftanding fo many
divifions, the people in general, of all denominations, live to-
gether in the beft habits of friendfhip, as Chriftians ought to
do; and that.ecclefaftical rancour, has fortunately given
place to the milder difpofitions of forbearance, benevolence,
and charity.

Patronage and. Stipend.~The Archbithop of St. Andrews,
- as

® This canal is ccrtain}y one of the moft defirable that canbe made
in Scotland. Troon-bay is one of the beft harbours in the weftern
parts of the kingdom, with deep water, and every other advantage.
Perhaps the canal, inftead of [toppmg at lemamock, ouglit to be
extended to Glafgow, which is only 21 miles farther.




&f Kilmarnock. 9t
zs Abbot of Kilwinning, to whom the patronage of Kilmar-
nock eriginally belonged, difponed it to Robert Lord Boyd ;
from one of whofe fucceflors it was purchafcd by an Earl of
Glencairn 3 from whofe family it was lately acquired by Mifs
Scot of Scotftarvet.——There are two eftablihed minifters.
The living of the firft is wholly paid in meal : the quantity
is eight chalders, wanting a boll; and, with a glebe of 12
acres, may be worth L. 120 per annum. The fecond charge,

including a fmall glebe of 43 acres, may be calculated at nearly
L.10g.

Heritors.—The number of heritors in the parith is about
24; but, excepting Colonel Crawfurd of Crawfurdland, no
confiderable proprietor refides init. The greater part of the
parifh is the property of Mifs Scot, who has lately made ve-
ry extenfive purchafes in this nelghbourhood. It isa fin-
gular circumftance, in regard to the Crawfurdland family,
that its prefent refpectable rcpfck'entaﬁvc, is the twenty-firft,
lineally defcended from the original ftock, without the inter-
vention of even a fecond brother. The Countefs. of Loudoun,
another proprietor, reprefents the antient family of the Muirs
of Rowallen ; from whom the greater part of the fovereigns
of Europe are defcended ; Robert II1. king of Scotland, being
the fon of Robert IL. by Elizabeth Muir, daughter of Sir A~
dam Muir, of Rowallen.

State of the Poor.—The poor, in fucha large and populous
parifh, it is to be expefted, muft be very numerous, and
would require a confiderablé fum for their fupport.  The fo-
cleties and incorporations are of gréat fervice in maintaining
their indigent and diftrefled members, and thereby keeping
them from being a burden upon the public. They diftribute
annﬁally,' among their poor and afflicted brethren, L.18o.

M2 The
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"The number of poor who are upon the penfion lift, and re~
ceive weekly alms from the Seflion, is 80, befides others who
receive occalional fupplies. The contribution, at the church
and chapel, annually averages at L.1co; which, together
with the intereft of L. 100, and fome occafional donations,
is all that is diftributed among the poor. From thefe funds,
they can only receive from 6d. to 1s. each, per week ; which,
although it may affift them a little, is by no means able to fup-
port them in their own houfes, even when joined to the profits
of any little labour which fome of them may have firength ta
perform. Begging, therefore, is allowed, andisa very great
burden upon the inhabitants. The poor, indeed, will never
be fuitably or permanently provided for, until the proprietors
of land agree to affefs themf{elves in a fum that may be ade:
quate to this purpofe: and when it is confidered, that the
greater part of the heritors are non-refiding, that they con-
tribute nothing to the maintenance of the poor by their own.
perfonal charity, and that the value of their property is great-
ly increafed by the manufaftures and population of the place ;
fuch a meafure, muft appear, to every humane and benevo-
lent heart, tobe highly equitable and proper ; and, it is hoped,
will be foon carried into effect.

Coal.—There is an extenfive and profitable coal work in the
parifh, about half a mile to the fouth weft of the town. The
mines are rich and abundant, affording coal of different qua-
lities, fome fit for export, and fome for home confumption.
The fpecies that is raifed for exportation, is known in this
country by the name of Blind-coal. Itis of a fine quality, and
much efteemed. The quantity of this fpecies annually expor-
ted, is 3289 ' tons, which, at gs per ton, is L. 1390:1:6}.
This immenfe quantity is carried by land to Irvine, about
{ix miles diftance, and from thence exported to diffevent places

2 in
1
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inlIreland, as Cork, Dublin, Belfaft, Drogheda, Lairn, Do--
naghadee, Sligo, and indeed into every port where there is a
fufficiency of water to carry the fmalleft craft. It is likewife
esported to many of the Highland ifles, for the purpofe of dry-
ing malt and corn, and burning of hme-ftone. The fire, or
feeing-coal, (fo called from the lightit gives), is of a rich and
wking quality, refembling the Englith coal. The yearly
home confumpt of this fpecies is §2,143 loads, which, at 7d.
per load, is L.1§20:16:9. The total income from this
work, then, is L.2910:18:3} per annum, which will pro-
portionably increafe with the growing population and ad-’
vancing manufatures of the town. The number of
hands employed in raifing the above-mentioned quantitics,
and in carrying them to the fhore, is, at an average, 120.

The Town.—The town lies low, and its form is-extremely
iregular. It is a burgh of barony, governed by two baillies
and 2 council of feventeen. The firft charter, ereting it into
aburgh, was granted An. 1591, in favour of Thomas Lord
Boyd. A fecond charter was obtained, in 1672, in favour of
William, Earl of Kilmarnock, which was ratified in parlia-
ment the fame year.

In 1700, the Magiftrates and Town Council obtained
agrant from the Kilmarnock family, of the whole common
good, and cuftoms of the burgh, comprehending the com-
mon green, fhops under the tolbooth, weights and meafures,
&c. It isin virtue of this grant that the corporation holds
its prefent property, and is confidered as an heritor in the
patith. There are in the town five incorporated trades; the
bonnet makers, fkinners, taylors, fhoemakers, and weavers;
of which, the bonnet makers, incorporated in 1646, is the
moft antient,——Thefo focicties are of very great fervice in

preferving
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preferving regularity and good order in the difitrent branched
of trade in wh:ch they are occupled. :

Schools.—There are two public and eftablifhed fchools in the
town, befides a number of private ones, which are alf found

to be neceffary- for the purpofe of educating the numerouns )

children of this place. Firft, there is a grammar fchool, for
the fole purpafe of teaching Latin and other languages. The
mafter has L. 12 2 of falary, gs. per quarter from each of
his fcholars, befides a voluntary offering at Candlemafs.
There is next an Englifh fchool: the mafter of which has
L. 10 of fatary, 28 6d. per quarter from fuch as read Englifh,’
3s. from fuch as‘read Englith and write, and 4s. from thofe
who are alfo taught arithmetic. Thefe fchools are flourithing,
and well attended. The firft, indeed, had, fome time ago,
fallemnto difiepute ;" but from the attention and ability of. the
prefent teacher, is increafing in numbers ahd celebrity. The'
other has always been well attended, and, for maay yearshao
confifted of more than ra0 fcholars.

Inns and Aleboufes.~—The number of inns and alehoufes int
the town is 50,'exclufive of fpirit fhops; and, befides, three or
four n the country. Thefe muft have a pernicious effeck up-

on the morals of the people ; for in proportion a5 the number-

of houfes of this nature is multiplied, the temptation to intem<
perance, andtheeafe and fecrecy with which it may be indulged
are evidently increafed. In juftice, however, to the inhabitants
of Kilmarnock, it muft be obferved, notwithftanding the great
number of houfes of this defcription, yet that in general
they are as fober and induftrious, as-the people of any‘town
of its fize in Scotland : Nay, to their praife, it muft likewife
be obferved, that the ruinous pradtice of dram-drinking has
of late been, ina great meafure, laid afide, and the more fa-

. lutary
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lutary.and healthful heverage of ale or porter, introduced ia
is ftead. Nor muft it be omitted, that to fobriety and indultry,
they add the amiable virtues of charity and beneficence. This is
evident, not only from the large colleQions made every funday
at the church doors, principally arifing from the charity of
the middling and induftrious part of the community, but alfo
from the extraordinary a@s of generofity, which fome indivi-
duals have performed. In particular, when the poor were
in the utmoft diftrefs, during winter 1790, and when all that
could be afforded from the ufual funds, was not able to pro-
cure them even the common neceflaries of life, an individual,
with a delicacy which did him peculiar honour, fent 2 confi-
derable fum of money, in an anonymous card, to one of the
minifters, to be laid out for their relief.

Pofi-Office and Excife.~There is a poft-office in the town,
for this, and for the neighbouring parifhes. The mail-coach
from Glafgow to Ayr pafles through Kilmarnock, by which
letters are brought and fent every day. The poftage of a fin-
gle letter from Edinburgh to this place is 4d. and from Glaf
gow 3d. The poft office yiclds about L. 400 per annum. The
excifes on ale, fpirits, candles, &c. produéc about L. 17c0
Both thefe branches of revenue are rapidly increafing, with
the trade and population of the place.

Antiquities and Curiofities. —~The only antiquities which
feem worthy of notice, are Dean caftle, and Soules crofs.
The former ftands about half a mile north-calt from the
town, and was the refidence of the noble, but unfortunate fa-
nily of Kilmarnock. It is a very antient edifice, buc no
information can now be obtainzd of the time when it was
built. In 1735, it was entirely confumed by fire. This ac-
ot cidcnt
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cident was occafioned by the inattention of a maid fervam,

. whowas preparing fome lint for {pinning, which unhappily tosk

fire, by which means this noble and ancient ftruéture was
laid inruins. In this fituation it ftill continues ; and the hand
of time is gradually accomplithing what the fury of the flames
had fpared. On the top of an arch, and in the centre of the

. dining-room, an afhi tree is at prefcnt growing, and has at-

tained fome height, which the credulous. fay, fulfils a pre-
dition emitted in the time of the hft perfecution. The ruins
from the fouth-weft have flill a magnificent appearance, and

ftrike the mind with the melancholy idca of fallen grandeur.

Souics crofs, which. gives name to a quarter of the

‘town, is a {tone pillar of eight or nine feet high, fituated in

the north-eaft part of the town, near the entrance of the new

church. It was erected in memary of Lord Soules, an En-

glifh nobleman, who is faid to have been killed on the fpot,
in 1444, by an arrow from one of the family of -Kilmamock.

——Some years ago, it was falling into ruins; but the inhabi-
tants of that quarter, from a commendable refpect for this
piece of antiquity, collected 2 fum of money among themfelves,
caufcd the broken pieces to be put together, and again ered-
ed it, with a fmall gilt vane upon the top, bcarmg this inferip-
tion, L. bOULES, 1444-

PART IL

Country Part of the Parifb.—As nearly as can be collefted
without an aCtual admeafurement, there are about 5900 acres
(Scots meafure) in the country or landward part of the parith.
This is valued in the cefs books of the county, at L. 7023
Scots, and pays thie land tax accordingly ; but the real rent at

prefent, including what is poffeffed by proprictoss, may be
nearly



of Kilmarnock: 97

fieatly L. §400 fterling ; which is, at an average, above 18s
peracre. Some particular farms are let confiderably higher,
at 245 or 265, and one at 368, and fmall inclofures near the
town from §0s to L. 4 per acre ; while thofe at greater diftance
from the town, and near the muirs, are {ometimes as low as
128. The rent of the different lands in the parith, however,
has lately been brought much nearer a level than formerly,
by the good roads that are now made through the whole of it,
About 20 years ago, Mr Orr of Barrowfield, who was pro-
prictor of a large eftate at a diftance from the town, and
neareft the muirs, feeing the importance that good roads
would be of to his eftate, was at a great expence in opening a
communication with the high-ways, leading to Glafgow and
other towns, as well as in making feveral other valuable and im-
portant improvements ; in confequence of which, his property
has become. as valuable as any in the neighbourhood y and
fome of the farms on that cftate, are amongit the higheft
rented of any that are in it.

. Sal and Mode of Inclofing.—~There is not much difference

of foil throughout the parith. In general, it is a ftrong
rich foil, confifting of clay, with a mixture of fand, .ud
near the muirs fome mofs. There are fome fine holms along
the fide of the Irvine, confifting of fand and fine loam,
broaght down by the river and left on its banks after floods.
It is a great detriment to the grounds in this parith, as well as
in the greater part of Ayrthire, that the bottom is a ftrong
till, almoft impenetrable by water; reaching, in general, 30
or 40 fathoms deep, or even more, while the foil on the fur-
face, is little more than a foot, merely what the plow has re-
peatedly turned up to the influence of the weather. The
confequence of this is, that the autumnal rains, which!fall pe-
culiarly heavyin the weftern parts of the kingdom, having no

Vou. 11. N longer
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longer the heat of the fun, as in fummer, to exhale them, lie
and ftagnate on the furface of the ground, during the whole
winter; which greatly injuresit, and, for a’time, even defiroys
its vegetative powers. The bad effects of this circumftance,
however, are now not nearly fo much, nor fo generally felt
as formerly. This, in a great meafure, is owing te the num-
berlefs drains made by the ditches, which have been drawn,
in all direQions, for inclofing the grounds: For the common,
or rather univerfal method of inclofing in this fertile-part of the
country, where ftones are fcarce, is by ditches, with haw-
thorn hedges planted in the fides, or on the top of- the banks.
This method was little knowrs, and it lefs prattifed, till a-
bout 35 or 4o years. Before that period, no inclofure was to be
feen, except, ‘perhaps, one or two about a gentleman’s feat, in
3!l the wide, extended, and beautiful plain of Ceanninghame.
Henee,at the.end of harveft, when the crop was carried fsom the
fields into the bam-yard, the whole country had.the appear-
ance of a wild and dreary common, and nothing was to be
feen, but here and there, a poor, bare, and homely hut,
where the farmer and his family were lodged. The cattle too,
were then allowed to wander about at pleafure through all the
neighbouring fields, till the graf; began to rife in the fpring,
and miferably poached all the arable ground, now faturated

" with the water that lay on the furface. To fuch z degree

was this mifchief done, by the ranging of the cattle in fearch
of food, when none was to be found, that, in many places,
it deftroyed all profpe& of any crop, worth the labour of the
hufbandman, for the enfuing year; and, in fome inftances,
for many years to come. But now the fcene is completely al~
tered, and infinitely to the better. There is, at this time,
fcarcely a fingle farm, in all that wide-extended plain, that is
not inclofed with ditch and hedge, and moft of them with

numbers of intermediate onesy to feparate the ficlds from ecach
other.
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ather. By this memmt, the fatmers have it in their power to
confifre the cattle, through the winter, to the fields where they
can do leaft harm by poaching ; the watet is moftly drained
from the furface ; and thé ground is, in fome degree, fhelter-
ed by the hedges from the feventy of the wintet cold and
florms. This, along with the other improvements made uport
the foil, has rendered ghre grounds much more productive and
fruitful than ever they were in any former period, probably 3
or 4 times at feaft. In confequerice, howéver, of thie method of
inclefure with thorn hedges, fheep are nearly ban#thed from
this cowntry ; nor is there any individual who can'venture to
keep any confiderable number of them, at leaft, of the wilder
forts ; though the larger or tamer breeds might peshaps be tri-
ed to advamtage.

Manures.—From the nature of the foil in general through
this parifh, it is better calculated for producing grain, than feed-
ing black cattle. In confetuence of this, the improvements are
principally direQed to the meliorating of the foil, and preparing
it for the plough. As no marle of any kind has as yet been found,
the manures made ufe of, are only the dung colleéted in the
town, or at the different farms, together with coal-afhes and
hme: Some fmall quantities of horn fhavings alfo have
occafionally been brought from Ireland, and raife good crops
for two ot three years, without injuring the foil: The afhes
do well enough for a year or two, upon a fandy foil, but are
prejudicial where there is clay : and it is only ncar the town
where thefe can be had ; fo that, all that the farmer has to de-
pend on, is the duhg made on his own farm, and lime. Of
the laft, there is fome in the higher parts of the parith; but
the gregter part of what is ufed, is broaght from the neighbour-
hood, at the diftance of a few miles.  Fifty bolls of fhells,

or 100 bolls of flaked lime is commonly laid -on, per acre,
N2 when
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when ground is to be broke up by the plow, and has not been
lately limed before; but rather lefs (perhaps 70 or 8o)if it
_ has. But fome have gone much farther; and, when the
ground was a very ftrong clay, and had never been limed be-
fore, they have found it greatly to their advantage. One hun-
dred and fifty or two hundred bolls have been ufed in this cafe.
The ufual method, in this parifh, is, to Jpread the lime on the
graund, in the beginning of the winter before the field is bro-
ken up. But fome judge it better to have it fpread on the
ground fo long before, that it may remain on it for two win-
ters and a fummer ; by which means, it becomes better incor-
. porated with the foil ; is not fo apt to fink into the bottom of
the furrow made by the plow ; nor fo ready to hurt the enfu-
ing crop, if it fhould chance to turn out a dry feafon after it i
plowed down. It is, however, a general perfuafion, that
land ought, if poffible, to be limed and dunged alternately, in
order to receive the full benefit of lime as 2 manure : for if re-
peatedly limed, without a fufficient quantity of dung, and
plowed often, itis gradually exhaufted, and becomes, almoft,
3 caput mortuum.

Crops. ——Every incelligent farmer, in this diftrict, is now
fenfible, that, a proper rotation of crops is of the utmoft im-
portance in hufbandry; and that the ground, with the fame
manure, will continue in equal, or even in better heart, for
at leaft double the time, under a rotation properly calculated
for the foil, than what it will do under a conftant fucceflion of
any one crop. The fame method, however, does not fuit all
different foils ; and, perhaps, the rotation that is moft proper
for each different foil, has not been fo much attended to any
where as it ought to have been, and is yet, in a great meafure,
Jeft unafcertained. But the proprietors of land, in this part
of the country, have, almoft univerfally, adopted a plan of

' letting
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letting their grounds, which, in a great meafure, prevents the
tenants from making ufe of any fotation. In their leafes,
they bind the farmer to plow only three years, and then to keep
the ground for fix years in grafs. The leafes are in general
for 19 years, fo that afarmer hasit only in his power, during
that term to have two breaks of his farm, together with what he
can plow in the laft year of his leafe. This plan is attend-
ed with great difadvantages to the proprictor, to the tenant,
and to the public. Under fuch a reftri®tion, the whole ef-
forts of the tenant to meliorate his ground, are confined to
the firft break. Then he limes and dungs to the utmott of his
power; and, more efpecially, endeavours to lay down his fields
as richly as poffible, in order that he may have good returns
during the courfe of the fecond break, without being at farther
expence for manure, at a period of the leafc when he cannot
receive the full benefit of it. The confequence of this is, that
the greater part of the grounds are reduced to a very poor ftate,
before the end of the leafe. The tenant again, when he has
brought his grounds to a ftate in which they could more eafie
lythan at firft be rendered more produtive, is reftrained in his
exertions, becaufe he cannot reap the full benefit arifing from
them, but muft probably leave it to another, or pay a higher
rent for it himfelf, than he would otherwife have done, and
thus his intereft is materially hurt: while the public fuffers
likewife, as more grain would undoubtedly have been raifed,
had the farmer had equal encouragement, to exert himfelf as
much, in the latter part of the leafe, as he found it for his in-
tereft to do in the former. Befides, the term of tillage is toe
fhort to allow any proper rotation of crops. The ground-is
fown with oats when firft broke up, and cvery one knows that
the fecond year after breaking up, affords the beft crop of oats,
Thefe two years, therefore, the ground muft be fown with
the fame fpecies of grain, to enable the farmer to pay his rent,

and
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and he can only make a change to another i the laft year of
that break. Thus, they are nearly deprived of the power of
obferving any regular rotation ; and every one muft fee the
difadvantage that this muft prove to all concerned. The only
reafon given for this reftraint is, to put it out of the power
of the farmer to run éut his grounds at the end. of the leafe.
But though he cannot, in confequence of this reftriQion, aver-
plow them ; yet, by doing little or nothing, during the laft
break, he leaves themin a condition, poor enough to be high-
ly detrimental to the intercft of the proprietor, whilft it proves -
an effe@ual check to the genius of the farmer, and prevents
his trying many ufeful and important experiments, by which,
both tenant and landlord, and indéed the public at large,
would be benefited. Perhaps it might be more expedient to
Iet leafes upon one or more lives, leaving the period of their
termination uncertain; or the tenants might be allowed to
plow as much for four years, as they could properly manure the
third year, which would be a great encouragement to their ex+
ertions ®. '

Potatoes.

® At the commencement of improvements in this part of the
country, the fowing of what is called bear peafe, or giving a crop
of peafe the fame pains, manure, and attention, that is ufually be-
flowed on a crop of barley, was found the beft mode of bringing
in poer, weedy, or worn-out ground. The method praétifed was as
follows: In the beginning of winter, or as early in the fpring as pof-
fible, the ridges were plowed and gathered; and then, as foon as the
oatfced was fown, the ground was well harrowed, the folid crowss of
the ridges were turned out by the plow. About 4e or 50 bolls of
lime, and about as many carts of dung, or perhaps rather more of
both, if the land was very poor and ftiff, were then led out and
fpread upon each acre ; this was plewed down, and then fown with
a late kind of fmall gray pea, which runs out to agreat length, and
continues lengthening and fowering till the end of the {cafon. They
were
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Potatoes.—There may be about 30 acres in the parith plant-
¢d anauglly with potatoes, which yield, at anaverage, about
30 bolls per acre, and may' be worth from 8s to 108 per boll.
The principal part of this crop is railed an {pots adjacent to the
town, by the inhabitants of Kilmarnock. Every tradefman
takes as much ground for 3d. or 4d. per fall, as he can pro-
perly manure, and plants the potatoes with the fpade. This, to-
gether with the hosjiig and drefling them through the fummer,
and digging them up in the aytumn, affords .a healthful and
agrecable exercife to the trades people, who are fo much
neceffarily confined to their houfes ; and the produce makesa
confiderable part of their provifion for 3 or 4 monthsat the ¢nd
of autumn, and the beginning of winter; which, exclufive of
the value of their labour, they hayeat a pretty reafonable rate.
After potatoes, it has now became a pretty general practice
to fow wheat, which ufually makes a very good return. Lit-
tle wheat indeed is raifed in any other manner; though fome
of the farmers have tried it after fallow, and when the fea-
fon anfwers, have had very good crops.  Yet herc it muft al-
Ways prove YeXy presaripus, owing to the great autumnal rains,
which the foil, in moft places, does not quickly enough drain

off 5

were generally fown about the end of April, orbeginning of May. In
cenfequence of the particular nature of the pea, and the late fea-
fou of fowing, theve there were little peafe produced, but there was
a complete and clofe covering given tothe ground bythe ftraw, which
lying upon it all the feafon, cleaned and meliorated the foil to "a
forprifing degree ; and they fcaree ever failed to have, from what
was before the pooreft ground, two excellent crops of oats, in the
two fucceeding years; and the land, after it had refted 6 years,
was in very good order at the mext break. This pra&ice is now
mofily given up, as the ground has all been brought in, but it was
confidered as the beft method of improving a poor foil.
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off; joined to the alternate frofts and thaws, which take
place in the fpring, by which it is fometimes raifed almoft

wholly out of the ground, before it is poffible, from the
wetnefs of the foil, to have it rolled to advantage.

Farms: and Karm-Houfes.~——The extent of the farms are
in general, from §0.to 100 acres. At a medium about 70. It is
but of late that the landlerds have begun to pay any attention
to the farm houfes on their eftates. In general, however, a
ftranger ftill views, with concern, the poor and mean-looking
huts, in which the farmers are condemned to dwell, through-
out all thiscountry. Their habitation, and that of their cat-
tle, are generally under the fame roof, and only feparated
from one another by partitions. Scarcely any of them have
an upper ftory, fo that the whole family are obliged to fleep
upon the ground, on a damp foil, where the floor is not fo
much as paved with ftone or flags, and where there is not ¢-
ven a fire place to draw off the moift and ftagnant air. This
muft be attended with the worft confequences to the health of
the people 3 whereas, were better and more comfortable houfes
providedfor the tenants, it would be a great inducement to them
topaybetterrents for their farms,and it would even be ameans of
enabling them to do fo, by giving them greater fecurity for their
health, and rendering them better able attend to their bufinefs.
Every houfe, therefore, ought to. have as much of it raifedto 2
tecond ftory, as would furnifh the whole family with fufficient
room to fleep above ftairs, with vents in every fleeping apart-
ment, in which fires might be put, accafienally, and, which, at
any rate, would aét as ventilators, and, by keeping up the circu-
lation of frefh air, would render confumptive complaints, at
prefent fo fatal, muft lefs frequent.

Thatching with Straw and Mortar.~There is nothing that

I . would
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would be more defirable, than to difcover fome metliod of co-
vering the roofs of farm-houfes, fo as to render them cheap
and comfortable. A flate roof is too expenfive in many parts
of the country, from the difficulty of getting either the time
ber, or the flate. Tile roofs do not laft, and common thatch-
ing is of very fhort duration, is more liable to the danger of
fire, affords fhelter and encouragement to vermin, and is ve-
Ty apt to be deftroyed by violent winds. But there is a mode
of thatching with ftraw and mortar, introdpéed into the neigh-
bourhood of Kilmarnock, about 22 years ago, in confequencé
of areceipt given by the late Mr Macdowalof Garthland, which
is, in many refpe@s, preferable to every other, for the nor-
thern parts of the ifland.——The thatching is carried on in
the ufual manaer; only mortar, very well prepared, and mix-
ed with cut ftraw, is thinly fpread over the ftrata of thatchy
with a large trowel made for the purpofe. One expert thatch-
er will require two men to ferve him with ftraw, one to pre-
pare the mortar, and a fourth to carry itup. If the work is
properly done, it will make a covering which will laft 40 or 50
years; and, when it begins to fail, it can eafi ily be repaired.
Sometimes clay is ufed inftead of mortar, and anfwers nearly
aswell. As it makes a moft excellent roof, the timbers ought
to be good, and the fpars firaight, and neatly put on, that
there may be no heights and hollows in it. Such a roof will
ftand in the moft expofed ficuation, againft the moft violent
winds; gives no thelier to vermin ; is not near fo much in
danger of fire; and though a little more expenfive at firft than
the common thatch, yet does much more than compenfate for
that circumftance, by its being fo extremely durable.

Plantations.—Timber is very fcarce in this part of the coun
try, except about gentlemens houfes. It is commonly reck-
oned not to be for the interett of the propnetor to plant foreft

Vox. IL (0] , timber,
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timber,where land ¢anbe let for 18s or 208 per acre. But though

this may be the cafe with refpect to the planting of large fitlds
of arable ground, yet hedge-rows, or belts of planting, are
well wotth their room; from the fhelter that they afford ; and
thete are in every farm, even in the beft cultivated grounds, ma-
ny fpots which the plow cannot reach, which, with a little at-
tention and expence, might be planted, to the great ornament
of the country, and to the great advantage of all concerned.
Wherever fuch fpdts ate to be found, they ought to be inclo-
fed and planted by the proprietors, and the care of them in-
trufted to the tenant, who fhould be allowed to dedw(t yearly

from his rent, (if the trees are properly taken care of) a cer- -

tain arh according to the extent of the ground planted, and
the rent paid for the farm. Befides, he ought to be permit-
ted to make all fuch farm utenfils as he needed, from thefe
fpots 3 only taking care to replace them when cut down, if
they were not of & fort that fprouted again from the root.—
This would prove a very impottant acquifition to the tenant;
and, befides the benefit the ground would detive from the ads
ditional fheltet, the proprictor would in time be more than
compenfated, by the timber that would remain on his eftate af-
ter all the demands of the farmer had been anfwered.

There is another method by which a very important addi-
tion might be made to the quantity of timber in the country.
Every farm-houfe ought to have a large plot of ground, con-
taining from one to two acres adjacent to it, for ftacking the
corn in winter, for grafs to any favourite milk cow, for a
kitchen garden, &c. It fhould be laid out on no uniform plan,
but the figure of it varied every where, fo as to fuit the fitua-
tion of the houfe, and the form of the fields around it. If any
rivulet runs near the houfe, it thould be catried up through
it, for the conveniency of wathing and bleaching, and of wa-
tering the plot. But, what is of ftill more importance, the

: drainings
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sninings from the ftables and dunghill thould be conduéted
over it; by which means three or four rich crops of grafs
would be raifed ia 2 fcafon, Round this fpot, fome rows of
troes hould be planted, of fuch kinds as are proper for farm
utenfils, for covering the houfes, &ec. Should this be done
progerly, the yard alone would fupply much more than ever
the farm would meed ; the tenant would alwaye have timber
3t hand for all he wanted, and be at no farther expence but
thet of cutting down the trees, and making his utonfils; by
which means be might slways have them good in thgir kinds,
3ad in perfecd order at very little expence 3 the country would
ba highly beautified and adorned, while the tenant would af-
tor al] reap mare henehit from the ground thus employed, than
from any pthes part of the farm of equal extent. A fow fruft
trees might be planted in one of the cornezs of this plot, and
would feldom fail, in fuch a fituation, to produce a valuable
crop. —The foreft trees, whichlare reckoned moft proper for
general ufe, are the afh, the elm, the larix, and above all, the
Huntington willow. From the top of one of thefe willows,
when it comes to the fize of a tree, and has been formerly cut
over, there may be cut again, once in 16 or 20 years, for
country purpofes, as much as is equal in value to 8s or 10s.
They grow rapidly in almoft all foils, and are peculiarly ex-
cellent for the roofs of farm-houfes, thatched in the manner
before defcribed. If they are allowed to grow to a fufficient
age without being cut over, they make excellent houfehold
furniture, take a fine polith, are very light, and laft long.

If thefe plans were generally followed, it would complete,
in the fpace of a few years, the improved appearance of this
part of the country, and add greatly to the comfort and hap-
pinefs of its inhabitants. The plain of Cunninghame, of which
this parith makes a part, when viewed from the high grounds
of Kyle, lies in the form of a large and beautiful amphitheatre,
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above 20 miles in diameter, and is eftecemed by all who have
viewed it, as naturally one of the moft delightful vallies to be
found in Great Britain. But the principal part of it being the
property of fome great landlords, there are, of confequence,
but few gentlemens houfes in it. It is, therefore, the more
neceflary, that it fhould be ornamented with neat and good
looking farm-houfes, and with a confiderable number of groves,
and plantations of trees, in order to give it a thriving and pro-
fperous appearance. It is to be hoped, that this will foon
be broyght about ; and, perhaps, no objes are better intitled
to the attention of a public-fpirited fociety, (could one be con-
ftituted for the purpofe) than to encourage the planting of fo-
reft timber, and to improve the accommodation of our huf-
pandmen, who are juftly to be accounted not the leaft yalu-
able part of the community.

NUMBER
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NUMBER X .

PARISH OF MACHLIN,

(cOUNTY OF AYR.)

4

By the Rev. Mz. WiLLAM AuULp.
~= Ry

Name, Situstion, .
N old deeds, the name of Machlein, or Machlene is ufed,
but of late it is more commonly fpelled Machlin. It is
derived, as fome imagine, from the Gaelic, and fignifies in
that language, a field of flax. It is fituated in the prefbytery,
fynod, and county of Ayr. It is about 7§ miles in length,
and from 2 to 4 miles in breadth. Tt was a priory or cell,
belonging to the Abbacy of Melrofe: and when that Abbacy
was erefted into a temporal lordthip, the lands and barony
of Kylefmure, and Barmure, and the patronage of the church
of Machlin, were given to the Lord of Loudoun. From the
town or parith, the cldeft fon of that noble family takes his ti-
tle to this day.

Surface and Soil.——The parith is in general flat, except-
ing Machlin-hill, which rifes a little to the north-eaft of the
town, and runs in'a ridge, from eaft to weft, about a mile in
the parifh, terminating at Schioch-hill, in Tarbolton. From
the hill there is a very extenfive profpe@t, not only over a

great
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great part of Ayrthire, but as far as Cairnfmure, and othér
hills in Galloway, and Benlomond, Jura, Arran, Kintyre,
&c.——The town of Machlin is fituated on the fouth fide of
this rifing ground, which gradually declines towards the river
Ayr, on the fouth and fouth-weft. About ‘80 years ago, the
town had ‘a chiarteér,” which is now loft, and wntth "the right
of chufing magiftrates. This is much to be regretted, as that
privilege, if properly exercifed,” mightcontribute much to the
public good,jby checking riots and diforders, whichareat pre-
fent too frequent, and promotmg the good ordgr, peace, and
happinefs of the community.

The foil in the parith, is, for the moft part, of a clayifh na-
ture, except fome fizlds, about Machtin;” which are of a light
fandy, or mixt kind. Hence, the fame weather does not
fuit both ; and, when thevs & 3 good crep on the one, there
is 2 light.or bad crop on ths other.—The whole of this parifh
is arable, except two fmall mofles, and fome deglivities on the
banks of the Ayr, fit for planting, A large tra& of. land,
talled Machlin-muir, has, of late years, besn turned into arse
ble land, and properly inclofed and furronnded with belts of
planting, by the late Sip Themas Miller, In general, all the
lands or farms in the parifh, within thefc 40 or §o years, have
been melofcdaad fubdm.dﬂl. ,

,M,)mnlr, .§s’;.-——-—-Thcxr. is 3 good red ftone quarry, mear
Machlin town ; and enother white {tane quarry galled Deacvn-
bdank, about 3 miles to the north-weft. This laft is much ef-
teemed for, its fine grain and colour. At Bridgend, about 2%
miles from Machlin, shere is 2 ceal-work, with a fire en-
giac. . At Killoch, there js a lime-ftone quarry and ivon ftone,
both belonging to Mifs Seot, Lie-floge alfo at Auchmillan,
belonging to Sir William Miller, In, and og the confines of

Machlin parih, ate variows £urious caves cut oyt of the folid
rock,
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fock, by the late Lord Auchenleck, and the %ate Prefident
Miller.

Statiflical Table of the Porifh f Mochlin, An. 1791.
Population, An. 1755, according to Dr. Webfter 1169

Number of inhabitants, in1791 =~ = - 1800
Increafe - - - e e 631
Inhabitants in the town - - - 1000
== in the country - - - 800
Males - - - - - 8%
Yemales - . . - 930
Parents - T . . 700
Children - ‘- - e - 82,
8ervants and lodgers ottt - < 270
Binths ' o 87
Mirriagcs _%at un average of § years, cndmgg '8
Deaths . 1799 ' 42
Number of acres” . .~ . . - 5400
Valued rent (in Scots méney) - - Il:suo
Real rent in 1750 . . 1260
Real rent, An. 1790 } -‘m ftexking memey { L. 3510
Clergyman = - - - - 1
Writers or attornies - - - 2
Surgeon - - - - 1
Student at the univerfity - - - 1
Merchants - - - - 10
Weavers . - - - . 20
Mafons - - - - 20
Wrights or carpenters - - - 12
Tanners - - - e 2
Shoemakers - - - - . 12
Taylors - - - . .. * 10
Butchers - - e a7 LT m

Hofiers
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Hofiers S.r e Py . e - - 4
Sadler - s . - I
Smiths - - - 6
Mefiengers, or king’s bailiffs e .. a 2
Sheriff officers - - - - 3
Farmers - 2 - - 3
Horfes employed by them . - - a0
Black cattle - s - 1080

Poor.~The poors ftock in this parifh, is between L. 80 and
L. 100. The number of poor families, or weekly penfioners, is
about 30. _ The income from colle&tions, mort-cloths, and
fome feats in the churth, L.go. The annual expenditure
L. 60 yearly, and fome years more ; but the difference is made
up by an aflefiment, unanimoutly agreed to by the heritors, ata
meeting in 1771; who, in order to prevent begging in the pa-
rifh, aflefled themfelves in a fum, amounting to L.22:16: ie
per annum, one half of which, however, is payable by the to»
nants. This increafed the poorsftock atthe time; but as the fund
is gradually decreafing, in confequence of the number and ne-
ceflities of the poor, unlefs a new afleflment is made, it will
not be poffible for the ordinary income to fupply the de-
mands which are made upon it. It muft be obvious to every bo-
dy, that according to the prefent mode, the burdenlof maintain-
ing the poor, is moft unequally divided. It falls almoft en-
tirely on tenants, tradefmen, fervants, and charitable perfons
attending the church; while other people, however rich,
particularly non-refiding heritors, whatever their income may
be, contribute little or nothing to the charitable funds of the

-parifh. Hence there is, in general, ample ground for the com-
mon obfervation, ¢ that it is the poor in Scotland who maintain
¢ the poor.” It muft be confefledat the fame time, that, itis ve-
7y difficult forming a plan that would provide for the poor, with-
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out encouraging in them either inattention, indolence, or
wafte.

Tt may be added, that for therelief of diftrefled brethren, there
was a fociety eftablifhed in this place about ten yesrs ago, cal-
led Machiin Fritndly Society. The peefent allowance is two
fhillings weekly to fuch as are uriable to work, and 3s to fuck

% are confined to bed: One guinea is paid at eatry. Thd
prefenit ftock is L. 300.

CharaBer, te:—In fuch & ntimber thete muft be fome
txeeptions : but, in general, they are a fober indtltrious peos
ple, chiatitably difpofed : Careful and even puntual in attend-
ing the church on Sundays, and on facramental occafions 3
and their praltice in the main is agreeable to their profeflion:
~The inhabitants are of a middle fize, from g feet, 4 inches,
w G feet, 2 inches, and make a decent appearance, particulars
ly at public meetings. It is a great difadvantage to them that
no manufature is carried on : But they are willing to encou-
fage any plan that may tend to promote the improvement of a-
griculture, commerce, and manufaéture ; in all which they are
making fome progrefs. The manner of living and drefs,
is much adltered from what it was about 5o years ago. At
that period, and for fome time after, there were only two ot
three families in this'parifh, who made ufe of tea daily, now
it is done by, at leaft, on€ half of the parifh, and almoft the
whole ufe it occafionally. At that period, good two-penny,
frong-ale, and home-fpirits were in vogue : but now even people
in the middling and lower ftations of life, deal much in foreign
fpirits, rum-punch, and wine. In former times, the gentlemen
of the county enfered into a refolution to encourage the conw
fumption of their own grain, afid, for that purpofe, to drink
to foreign fpirits i But, in confequence of the prevalence of
{muggling, and the heavy taxes laid on home¢-made li-
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quors, this patriotic refolution was either forgotten or abandon-
ed.—As to drefs, about §o years ago, there were few females
who wore fcarlet or filks. But now, nothing is more com-
mon, than filk caps and filkk cloaks ; and women, in a mid-
dling ftation, are as fine as ladies of quality were formerly.
The like change may be obferved in the drefs of the male fex,
though, perhaps, not in the fame degree.

School and Language.~——There is a public eftablithed
fchool in this parith, witha falary of L. 10 yearly; and there
are two private {chools in the town, befides fome in'the country.
The Scots dialet is the language fpoken, but is gradually im-
proving, and approaching nearer to the Englith.

Climats, &oc.—~The air is milder and more temperate here,
than towards the eaftern coaft of Scotland. It is rather wet,
but not unhealthy. _

There are no difeafes pecular to this parith.  Inoculation
for the fmall pox is pratifed with fuccefs. As a means of bet-
ter.health, it were to be wifhed,. that the clothing, and houfes
of the lower fort, were more warm_and comfortable. The
contributing thereto would refle& great honour, and afford
much real fatisfaltion to the more opulent.——'The inhabi-
tants of this parith, are in general, addicted to exercife and
temperance, two great fources of long life and good health.
But death, againft whom there is no defence, is ever fnatch-
mg away fome of all ranks and ages, the rich and the poor,
the young and the healthy, as well as the old and the difeafed.
The people, however, in general, are long-lived. Among
ether inftances of longevity, the minifters might be adduced.
The late incumbent, Mr Maitland, held the charge of Machlin
for 44 years'; and the prefent incumbent was ordained about
§© ycarsago, to wit, in April 1742.

: Churct,
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Churchy Manfe, &c.~—The manfe was built in 17303
and has fince been feveral times repaired. The church, itis
believed, was built before the Reformation. The ftipend con-
fifts partly of victual, and partly of money; and, including
the glebe, which meafures from 5 to 6 acres, may amount
annually to about L. 100. The right of patronage is in the fa-
mily of Loudoun.

At the town-head of Machlin, on ¢he green, there is a tomb-
flone, with engravings ; from which it appears, that in 1685,
under the unhappy reign of James VII. of Scotland, five men
were put to death there. Under their names, there are the
following verfes in the language of thofe times :

¢ Bloody Dumbarton, Douglafs, and Dundee,

“ Moved by the devil, and the Laird of Lee,
 Dragg’d thefe five men to death with gun and fword,
“ Not fuffering them to pray, nor read God’s word ;
¢ Owning the work of God was all their crime ;
 The cighty-five was a faint-killing time.”

The hole where the gibbet was fixed is ftill vifible.

Mifcellancous Obfervations.———There are two great turnpike
roads which crofs one another at Machlin; one from Ayr
to Edinburgh, the other from Kilmarnock to Dumfries.
~———The river Ayr runs through this parith from eaft to
weft about a mile fouth of Machlin. In its courfe, there are
feveral great works carried on at prefent; to wit, an iron
work at Muirkirk, and a cotton-mill at Cattrine. Over
this river, there are feveral ufeful bridges near Machlin, par-
ticularly the new-bridge at Barfkimming; built by the late
Sir Thomas Miller. It excels all the bridges of the county in
beauty and elegance, and is one the greateft curiofities to be
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feen in it. e The river Ayr in its courfe, efpecially through
Machlin parifh, paffes between fteep rocks, from 30 to 40
feet high. How this paffage was formed, whether by art, o
by the water gradually making a channel for itfelf, is a point
which cannot now be afcertained. The only loch in
the parith, called Loch-Brown, is about three miles north-weft
from Machlin. Wild-ducks, geefe, and fometimes fwans re-
fort to it. It covers about 6o acres of ground ; and would
have been drained may years ago, had it not been for the fake
of two corn mills which it fupplies with water.——There is
8o tradition of any battle in the parifh, except one 3t Mach-
lin muir, between the kings party and the Covenanters, about
the year 1647, when the former was defeated ; and their mi-
litary cheft was found, it is faid, many years after, hidden in
the ground.— The antient parochial récords of the parith are
now loft. Sometime before the Reformation, the Popith cler-
gy perceived their intereft declining, and their down-fall ap-
proaching in the kingdom, to prepare for the worit, they fold
their lands for ready money, in {mall parcels, and then depart-
ed, carrying with them all their money and effeéts, and all the
books and regifters belonging to this, and, it is believed, tq
 pther parifhes in the neighbourhood,

NUMBER
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NUMBER X

PARISH OF EAGLESHAM.

(COUNTY QF RENFREW.)

By the Rev. Mz. Arsxanor Dosre.

Origin of the Name.

BEFORE the village was built, which gives its name ¢4

this parifh, there were feveral woods in it, particularly
ene of great extent on the banks of the river, an Englith mile
fouth of the village, This wood, and the rocks in the neigh-
bourhood, were much frequented by eagles; and as they of.
ten perched on the holm, or low ground, where afterwards
the village was built, it was thence called Eagletholm, or Ea-
gletham. Others derive the name from Ecclefia-holm, or,
the church in the hollow.

Extent, Situation, and Surfsce.——The parith is about 5
miles from eaft to weft, and 6 miles from north to fouth.
It is bounded on the eaft by Kilbride and Carmunnock, on
the north by Mearns, on the weft by Fenwick, and on the
fouth by Loudoun. It is fituated in the county of Renfrew,
the prefbytery of Glafgow, and {ynod of Glafgow and Ayr.
The foil is various. The higher and weftern part of the di-
firict confifts pastly of dry heath, and partly of decp mofs,
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with a number of fine green hills, and a great deal of natural
mc:l;dow-ground mixed together. The tenants in this part of
the parith plow little: Their great dependance is on their
fheep, and the rearing of black cattle. The lower part of the
parith lying slong the banks of the Cart, amd to-the weft of
that river is a light foil, above a rotten whin-ftone rock ; and,
when allowed to reft for four years, it produces two excellent
crops of corn, with a very flight manure of lime or dung.
The tenants in that quarter plow only a fourth part of their
arable ground; and-oats is the.principal gwain-they raife.
Their great dependance is on the milk, butter, and cheefe,
which they fell at Glafgow. On this account, they keep few
horfes, but a great number of cows, rather of the beft than of
the largeft kind. In the beginning of winter, they feed them
with oat-fodder ; but in the latter end of winter, and till the
pafture grafs fprings up, with hay, and a little corn, once a
day. .

Climate and Difeafes.———The parith lies high, and enjoys
a free air. In the moorifh part of it, the air is exceedingly
fharp and cold, but in the lower part it is mild and temperatc,
efpecially when the wind is from the weft. The village of
Eagletham, which contains the one half of the whole inhabi-
tants of the parifh, is built on ground, that is full of, and
furrounded by, fprings; which renders the houfes damp,
where pains are not taken to prevent it. Confumptions
are not uncommon ; but moft of the deaths are occafioned by
fevers. The fine air, and the excellent water in the parifh,
_ make it, on the whole, exceedingly healthy: and thofe who
are at a fmall expence in raifing the floors of their houfes, and
making drains, have very dry and comfortable dwellings.
There are numerous inftances in this parifh, of perfons ar-
riving at §0 years of age, and a many beyond it.

The
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The fmall-pox carry off great numbers of children: but there
is no reconciling the minds of the lower ranks to inoculation.
In 1786, a few children were inoculated, and it feemed to
give pain to the people in general, that they came fo well and
eafily through. The thoughts of bring:ing trouble on their
children, 2s they call it, with their own hands, outweigh every
argument that can be advanced in its favour. ’

Rivers and Mineral Springs.—Several rivulets rife out of
the muirs of Eaglefham, and fall into the river Cart, on the
eaft fide of the parifh. This river takes its rife out of the
muirs of Kilbride and Eaglefham, about four miles fouth of
the village of Eaglefham; and in its courfe northwards, di=
vides the counties of Lanerk and Renfrew, and this parith
from Kilbride and Carmunnock.—There are two mineral
fprings in the parith; the one is of a purgative quality, and
when ufed in the cafe of complaints in the ftomach, givesim-
mediate relief. The other is ufed as a remedy for the muir-
il in black cattle, and is carried to a great diftance for that
purpofe.~— At Balegich-hill, two miles weft of the village,
there have been lately obferved, feveral picces of the barytes, or
heavy flone. It is of a reddifh colour, and laminated ftruc-
ture; and is often the matrix of lead. This cucumﬁancc,
joined with other fymptoms, render.it probable, that there 2 are
fiver and lead in that part of the parith.———There are alfo
found large maffes of the ofmund ftone, which feems to be a
volcanic production. It ftands the ftrongeft heat without
renting, for which reafon it is ufed in bmldmg ovens and o-
ther furnaces.

Number of Proprietors, Farmers, and Inbabitants.—The Earl
of Eglinton is patron and proprietor of the whofc parifh, except
three fmall farms in it. Thc valued rent :s L 3070: 6:8,
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and the real rent about L. 2700 fterling. The Eglinton famis
1y do not refide ; but the other three heritors poflefs their own
farms, on which they live comfortably. The number of te-
nants is greatly diminithed; within thefe twenty yearss by the
jun&ion of farms. At prefent thefte are only 63, without in<
cluding thofe who take the parks adjacefit to the village. The
principal tenants pay L. 80, L.90, and feveral above L. 1e0
yearly rent.  The lands in general let at 163 or 205 per acre,
but thofe near the village at above 30s. The number of
people from fix years old or upwards, is 900, and there are
about 300 under that age. The return to Dr. Webfter of the
population of Eagletham, was 1103 fouls, confequently the
decreafe may be about 100, ‘The baptifms, including thofe of
the Seceders, are, at an average, about 25, the marriages
about 9 er 10, but no regifter of deaths has been kept.

Antiguities, Church, &’c.—Upon the banks of the Cart, a
few miles from its fource, there is ftill ftanding” a part of the
walls of the caftle of Punoon or Poinon.——8ir John Montgo-
merie of Eagletham, at the battle of Otterburn, in 1388,
took Henry Piercy (the famous Hotfpur) prifoner, with his
own hand, and with the ranfom or poind money, built that caf-
tle, whence its name is derived. Eagletham is the moft
antient pofleflion of the Montgomerizss, a family of more than
~ fix hundred years ftanding. The church and village lie abou¢
a mile from this antient fabric. An old Popifh chapel, a ve-
ry diminutive place, was ufed for public’ worfhip, till withix
thefe two years ; when Lord Eglinton, much to his honour,
ere&ed a moft elegant church, of an o&tagonal form, and fit-
ted it up in the beft manner. The village of Eaglefham is al-
lowed by every traveller who has feen it to be one of the moft
delightful places in Great Britain. Twenty years ago, it was
wholly rebuilt on a new plan of the late Lord Eglinton’s, a

nobleman




of Eaglefbam. 121"

nobleman of the fineft tafte. It confifts of two rows of houfes
oppofite to, and diftant from each other thirty-two falls, (a-
bout 200 yards). Down the middle of that fpace runs a fmall
rivalet, to which there is a gentle defcent from each row.
The village is two furlongs and thirty falls long; and the
whole area on each fide of the rivulet confifts of grafs, for the
ufe of the inhabitants. There théy may bleach their linen,
&c. &c. but no cattle are allowed to graze or treadon it. A
number of fine trees planted along both™fides of the rivulet,
adds to the beauty of the fcene. Towards the higher end of
village, on the rivulet, a large cotton work is juft now ereét-
g . . »

Stipend, School, to'c.~The ftipendis L. 49 : 3 : 4 fterling, and
forty bolls of meal, with a glebe of 71 acres, Englith meafure. .
The Manfe has been in ruins for a number of years3 during
which time, an excellent hoife has been hired for the mini-
fler’s accommodation.

The encouragement for a fchoolmafter is better thin in
moft country parithes. The falaryis L. 100 Scots (L:8:6: 8
flerling), and the number of fcholars throughi the year may be
rated at 6o, or upwards. An excellent {chodl houfe, with accom-
modationsforthe mafter,is juft now/finithing: Hehas alfd a good
garden, and the other common emoluments. - The whole will
amount to about L. 3o fterling per anmum.

Divifion of the Inbabitasits.w—In the country part of the pa-
rith, the farmers themfelves, with their wives and children,
do the farmer and dairy work, with very little additional af-
fitance. In the 63 farms in the parifh, there are not above 40
male, and 63 female fervants, exceptin hay time and harveft,
when a few labourers and cottagers are hired occafionally. The
trades people live all in the village. A few years ago, there

Vor. IL Q were
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were 63 filk looms at work there, but at prefent there are o
ly 33, and thefe are moftly employed in weaving cotton of dif-
ferent fabrics; the materials of which ire furnithed bythe Ghf-
gow and Paifley manufaéturers. There are 4 joiners, 2 fmiths,
4 thoemakers, 5 taylors, 3 coopers, 8 day-labourers, 2 horfe-
dealers, 1 baker, 8 public houfe-keepers, (but only two of thefe
have ftabling for horfes). Thefehoufes have here, as well asin
other places, very bad effets. Surgeons, atdifferent times,
have attempted to fettle at Eaglefham ; baut mude noftay on ao-
count of wanting employment: And there aré places, at no
great diftance, from which, when neceffary, they are ecafily
had.—The hire of women-fervants for the half year, is from
L.1:15 to L.2:5, and of men-fervants, from L.3:10 to
L. 4:t0. The hire of s day-labourer is rs. in winter, and
25d. in funmer.

There are a few Cameronians, 40 Antiburghers, who at-
tend public worthip at a mecting-houfe in the parith of
Mearns. Befides the minifter of the Eftablithed Church,
there is one of the Burgher communion. About 6o of the
parifhioners arc his hearers; the reft of his congregation
come from the neighbouring parifhes.

 Morals, Poor, &c.——~The people it general are very in«
duftrious : There are few in the parith in affuent circum-
ftances, but they {upport themfclves and families in a com-
fortable manner. At church, and other public occafions,
they are clean and decont. No parith has fewer real poors
‘The charity-oll is feldam above 7; though there are fome fami-
hes that require a little afliftance, if the funds could afford it.
Bat the heritors and inhabitants are averfe to any affeffment,
and there are no mostifications. The colle&tions amount to
about L. 16. fterling per ammum.—————=The morals of the
people are, agording to the belt informasion, firiter now

than
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than they were in former times. This may be p:nly attribi-
ted to the greater expence of living, and theadvance of the rents;
as labour and induftry are among the beft preventatives of vice.
Publi¢ ordinances are regularly attended : and there has not
been, in the memory of man, a fingle inftance of any perfon
belonging to this parifh, being cither bapithed or capitally con-
demned.

Horfas, Shecp, and Black Coatth.——~Through meft of the
ytar, there are not above 120 horfes in the whole parifh.
The farmers begin to plow about the beginning of March;
and a great many of them join, two and two, to make out a
plough ; which, in the language of the country, is eslled mor-
mwing. Thofe who have much plewing to execute, buy
what horfes they want, at the beginning of the werking feafon,
and fell them again when the labour is over. The number of
milch-cows is about 756. Butbefides the horfes fit for labour,
and the cows that give milk, there are many young hotfes and

" cows reared, cfpecially in the mootifh part of it. There ate
upwards of 4000 old heep in the parifh, befides a proportion-
able number of young ones.

Advantages and Difadvantages—~Between Eaglefham and
Glafgow (about 9 miles diftance) there is a turnpike road, by

which the farmers carry what they have to fell, in carts or.

waggons. A turmnpike road from Ayr to Edinburgh paffes
through this village, by Hamilton, which is fhorter by fix miles
than by Glafgow, and will be finifhed this year. A turnpike is al-
{o propofed to be made from Muirkirk, through this village, to
Glafgow. Tt may likewife be confidered as an advantage
which the villagers enjoy, that they have their houfes for nine
hundred years, at no higher anannual than 3d fterling a fall;
and each houfe has a rood of ground for a garden. They have

Q 2 befides,
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befides, among them, 100 acres of muir, for which they pay
nothing ; the greater part of which is capable of being im-
proved into good arable ground.——The difadvantages of this
parith are, firft, itsdiftance from Glafgow, which isits mar-
ket-town. Another, is the expence of fuel ; no good coal be-
ing nearer than 7 miles, and no peats within lefs than two miles
and a half. But the greateft difadvantage is the want a good po-
lice. There is no magiftrate nearer than within 4 miles; and
the place is opprefled wich gangs of gypfies, commonly called
tinkers, or randy-beggars, becaufe there is nohody to take the
fmalleft account of them.

Mifeellaneows Obfervations.——Balagich, Dunwar, Mires,
Blackwoad, and Mellawher, are remarkable hills. The firft
two are nearly of the fame height ; and their fummits are 1000
fect above the level of the fea.——The inhabitants are under
no fervitude to the landlords; and in general pay nothing more
than their money-rent, cefs and road-money ; fome few e3-
cepted, wha are bound by their leafes, to perform one or two
days work yearly to the landlord, which is feldom exacted.—
The farms, in the lower part of the parifh, are all inclofed,
and great benefit is derived from it. .

NUMBER
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NUMBER XIL

PARISH OF NEWABBEY.

(STEWARTRY OF KIRKCUDBRIGHT.)

By the Rev. Mr. WiLL1aM WRIGHT.
R ——r—

Name.
THE antient name of the parifth was Kirkinnar, or Kirkin-
dar, the former a corruption of the latter, which fig-
nifies in the Celtic, the church among the oaks. The prefent
name is afflumed from a famous abbey in the parith, which
will hereafter be particularly mentioned.

Situation, Extent, and Surface.~This parith, lying in the
ftewartry of Kirkcudbright, within the bounds of the prefby-
tery and fynod of Dumfries, is about 8 miles long, and 2%
broad, containing about 7810 Scots acres, whereof 2000 are
arable, 500 meadow-merfe and low pafture, 250 in planta-
tions, 60 in natural wood, fuch as oak, afh, birch, &c. and
the remaining §ooo acres, are hill,-and muir, and mofs. The
face or general appearance of the parifh is very different, the
lower part, lying along the river Nith, being regularly inclof-
ed and highly improved, commanding a noble profpe&t of
the Solway-Firth, and coaft of England; while the upper
divifion confifts of rocky hills, mofles, and muirs.

Al
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Air, Climate, and Difeafes.~The air in general is clear;
but from the vicinity of the Atlantic, and the high hills which
intercept the clouds and attralt the vapours, this parith and
the neighbourhood experience frequent ftorms of wind, and
heavy falls of rain; but the latter is foon abforbed, and the
vapours diffipated, the foil in the lower divifion lying on 2
fandy or gravelly bottom, with many declivitie The froft
is very intenfe, and fnow does not lie long upon the ground.
‘The climate is remarkably healthy, infomuch that invalids re-
fort to Newabbey in the fummer feafon for the benefit of the
fine air, goat's whey, and fea-bathing. There are no diftempers
that can be called local, only the rheumatifm prevails much.
The former virulence and ravages of the fmall-pox are much a-
bated in this and the neighbouring parith of Kirkgunzion, ow-
ing to the minifters performing the operation of inoculation to
a confiderable extent, and with the greateft fuccefs, among
their refpective parithioners *.

8oil.—The foil in the lower divifion of the parifh is moftly

a light brown leam, which grows blackith in proportion as it
is richly manured, and deepens by liming. The loam, from
# to 10 inches in depth, lics on a fine dry gravel: fome fields on
: the

® Here hamanity fuggefts the remark, that if other minifiens
would take the trouble to perform this very fimple operation in
their refpe@ive parithes, it would contribute to make the pradlice
general; which will hardly be the cafe, while the common people
confider it as a chirurgical bufinefs, and find it attended with ex-
pence. It isto be believed, that a plan is now in agitation, for io-
frufting the fudents of divinity at the Univerfity of Edinburgh
#n the art of inoculation, which the phyficians of that city ge-
neroufly and ‘bumanely propoft to do without putting them to ary
expence.




of Newabbey. . - 12

the fhove are of a deep coarfe foil, on 2 dry bottom, snd are
very produive. In the ypper divifion, among the hills, the
foil lies on a bed of wet, cold, tenacious till ; and the harveft
is therefore later ; but, when the ground is well manured, cf-
pecially in dry feafons, it produces geod crope, though infe-
rior both in quantity and quality to the former. :

Rivers and Lakes.—~The river Nith wathes the caft border
of the parith for 2 miles, or thereby, and may be about thac
fpace in breadth when the tide is in ; the water rifing 15 or
16 feet in fpring tides, and making frequent incroachments
upon the fhore ; though there are evident proofs that the land
has, on the whole, geined confiderably. Veflels of 6o or 70
tons burdea come up a burn in the parith, called Newabbey-
Pow, importing lime and thells for raanure, and a few coals,
and exporting oats, oat-meal, barley, potatoes, and charcoal
for England and Greenock. There are three lakes in the pa-
rih; Lochkindar 14 mile leng, and } of a mile broad, a-
bounding with trouts, and producing bull-ruthes and reeds;
the firft gatherdd by chair-makers, and the laft by the weavers.
" Lochend and Craigend lakes are each about } of a mile long,

¥ 2 mile broad ; they abound with pike, confequently
have few or no trout in them.

Mowmtains.—The 8. and 3. W. boundary of this parifh is a
chain of hills, beginning on the 8. W' with-Lownis, and end-
ing on the S. and S. E. with Criffell, both fteep, high, and rocky
eminences. Criffell, in particular, has a grand appearance, rifing
about 2000 feet above the level of the fea, from whence it is
amile diftant. On the fummit there is a perennial fpring of
very fine water 3 near which is a large heap of ftones, called
Douglafs cairn, probably from Douglafs, Earl of Morton,
who, when he was Lord of the marches, had a caftle called

Wreaths
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‘Wreaths at the foot of thishill. The foilof Criffcll is in gehes
ral good green pafture, efpecially on the N. and N, E.
fides. Itis vifible at a great diftance; and the country peo-
ple who live within fight of its funamit are accuflomed to con-
fult it as a fure weather-glafs. :

State of Property.—Several people now living have feen the
whole patifth, (one moderate eftate excepted) in dther families
than thofe of the prefent heritors; fome eftates haye had three
different proprietors within the laft 20 years, and } of the pa-
rith have changed owners in that penod But this is sot like-
ly often tg be the cafe in time-coming ; and one of the beft
cftates in the panfh has been lately entailed. -The heritors
are 20 in number, but only one of any confiderable propeny
refides. :

Mode of Cultivation.—In the lower divifion of the parifh,

a mode of cultivating the ground, introduced about 20 years
ago, by MrCraik of Ardbigland, has been found by experience
to anfwer particularly well, efpecially when theland is inclof-
ed, and is as follows: Each farm is divided into nine parts; one
divifion of the oldeft ley in the farm, is the firft year limed
with 50 or 60 Dumfries meafures of unflackedlime, each mea-
fure cofting 9d. or 91d. and containing about 2§ Winchefter
buthels : this divifion is in fpring ploughed up, and fown with
oats, at the.rate of 8 or 9 Winchefter buthels to the acre:
Next year afecond crap of oats is taken the third crop muft
be a green grop, or open fallow ; the former may be peafe
and beans, turnips, or potatogs, byt the laft-is generally pre-
ferred, and.they are planted in drills, from 3 to 33 feet afun-
der, and well dunged. The fourth crop is barley or wheat,
with which 12 or 14 lb. of red clover, 2 Winchefter buthels of
* ryc-grafs, and fometimes G Ib. of white clover-feed, muft be
.1 fown




-« of Newadbyy. 129

fown ea each acre. The fifth crop, and fometirhes the Gxth
is cut for hay ; and the field is afterwards ufed for pafture,
till its turn of being broken up for oats in the tenth year re-
tarns; theh it is limed with fomewhat more than half the firft
quantity of lime, and the fosmer rotation of crops is followed.
By this mode of cnltivation, afarm of g divifions will thus lie
in crop, year 1ft and 2d Qats, 3d potatoes, &c. 4th barley, or

wheat, sthhay, 6th hay ar pafture, 7th, 8th, and gth pafture.
This coprfe is pretty &rictly followed in the lower diviGon,
confiting of about 1600 acres; and, it is kept in view, ag
much as the nature of the foil will admit, in the upper part of
the parifh, in, whish there may be 400 acres arable; 150 of

which:are ufually i in oats ‘and barley, and the remainder in hay
or pafture.

. W# Hyfoondry—About 52 ploughs are employed
in agriculure, moklly of the true Scots conftru&ion, and afew
of the Englifh form, They are generally drawa by two horfes 3
but in & ond Reep foils, three horfes a-breaft are yoked to
cach plough ; ia bath cafes the ploughman drives the horfes.
Therg are from 75 to §o carts in the parith; 2 great number,
in proportiont to the ploughs, owing to an improvement lately
introdueed, of ubng light fmgle horfe-carts, in place of the
large beavy dovdle carts, which were formeily in ufe.

Wm oud Herveff.~Wheat is fown from the 1ft of
Ocber to the raiidic of November, and reaped from the
middle of Augmi to the ift of September.  Barley is fown af~
ter the 10th of April, and reaped at the fame time with the
wheat.© Oats fowa from the 1/ of March, and reaped in
Septemaber. Potatocs are planted in Ajpril and carly in May,
and dug upa[mthcl(tof QO&aber.

Vo IL R Produce.
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Produce.~—The produce of the arable land may be thus
ftated. . :

Acres. Pro-  Price. - Prpducs  Total Tot. v~
duce. per acre.  produce. lve

Wheat 50 45bl. 3s.9d. L.8 8 9 2,250bl. L.g2t
Oats 5§50 42bL 1s10d. 4 170 23,t00bl. 2117
Barley 160 45bl. 25 4d. § 5o 7,200bl. 840
Hay 300 150ft. 0 4d. 2 10 & 45,000ft. go
Greencrops21o t50cwt. 1s. 7 10 0 31,500¢Cwt. 157§

Pafture 730 1§50 912

Total acres 2000 Aver. val.of g Tot. val. of } .

. L. 6615
pro. pr. acre the produce

This produce not only abundantly fupplies the parifh, but
iffords fales at home, and exportation abroad, to a confidera-
ble amount, particularly of wheat, oats, barley, and potatoes to
England, and of wheat and oat-meal to Greenock. Importation
of viQual - is extremely rare, or rather unknown here, Very
few peafe are raifed, as they pay next to nothing i this
foil and climate; and very little hemp and flax are fown.
The culture of turnips is almoft wholly fuperfeded by potatoesy
which yield, if not a larger, yet a quicker return than the:
former, as there is a fufficient demand for all that can be
raifed hefe; the greateft part of which is exported to Briftol,
Liverpool, and fometimes to Dublin. The price is from 12d.
to 20d. per cwt. which brings good profit to the farmer. Un-
der this head, it may be ftated, that great abundance of capik
laire, (vulgarly maiden hair) grows in the crevices of the de-
caying walls of Newabbey, and its precin&s. This plantis
much ufed in afthmatic complaints, by drying it in the fun,
then infufing it in water, and drinking it as tea ; alfo by in-

fufing

]
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fufing it in its green ftate in water, for a day or two, ftraine
ing the liquor, and boiling it up with fugar-candy into a {yrup
for ufe. Good effe@s have been often experienced from the
ufe of this plant, efpecially when prepared as a fyrup.

Rent.—The rent of the parith may be nearly L. 2000 for
the land, L. 45 for the mill and fithings, and L. 5§ for houfes
and gardens, in all L.2100. The general rent of the largeft
farms, is, from L.40 to L.70 a year, only two are above L.100,
none above L. 150: Many perfons occupy fmall portions of
land of L. 1o rent and under; fo that the land is very benee
ficially divided, none poffefling too much, and numbers having
alittle.

Prices of Provifions and Labour.——The Dumfries market
regulates the price of every article of provifion here; only the
oats and oat-meal of this parifh are {hipped for exportation, at
a rate fomething below that market price. A fkilful able
man-fervant in the houfe earns yearly from L.7 to L. 8, befides
his viCtuals, which may be about L. § more ;—a houfle wo-
man-fervant from L. 3 to L.3:10. A marricd man-fervant,
hired by the year, commonly called a benefit-man, has a
houfe and yard, a cow kept, his potatoes fet, his peats caft
and led, with fo mach meal, barley, and money, as may
amount in the whole, to L.12, L. 15, or even L. 16 a
year 5 which, with his wife’s induftry, and that of the older
children, keeps his family in the neceffaries of life, and enables
him to give his children a tolerable education. A day labour-
er earns 1s. a day, for nine months in the year, and 10d. a
day for three months in the middle of winter; but, if the
vituals are furnithed by the employer, thefe wages are 4d. a
day lefs. An able and fkilful labourer, who takes jobs by the:
piece, fuch asditches, drains, and ftone-dykes, will, by hard

Ra labour,
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labour, and extra hours, earn 1 5d. and even 18d. a dayin
fummer. A woman working at hay, weeding, &c. carns
4d. a day, with viQuals, or 7d. without them; at carrying
peats, and reaping in the harveft, 8d. in the former cafe, and
13. in the latter, is the common wages for that fex. Spinning
yarn, or faQory-yarn, as it is called, employs many women,
efpecially in winter and fpring; but they make forry wages of
it, not above 3d. per day ;—which can afford very fcanty food,
when firing, and often houfe-rent, is fuperadded. Taylors
earn 6d. fome few 8 d. a day, with vituals ;—mafons charge
20d. and joiners 16d. a day, without vi€tuals.

" Benefit-men, mentioned above, are now much lefs employ-
ed than formerly, fo that there are not above 3 now in the
parifh, as the farmers find their account in preferring houfe-
fervants, becaufe the latter are always at hand, under few-
er temptations to diﬂwnei‘ty, and coft L. 2 or L. 3 a year lefs
than-the other. Unlefs villages, however, are fcattered up
and down the country, where the farmer can find day or job
Iabourers to execute his extra work at hay, peats, harveft,
&c. either benefit-men, or fupernumerary fervants will be
neceffary, nor will it always be poffible to procure them. Col-
TeQing peoplé into villages, therefore, cannot be too much
encouraged.

Fifterics.—The fith in the river Nith at this place are falmon,
flounders, and a few fmall cod and whitings. The quantity
of falmon caught is very triffling, and is far from recompenfing
the time confumed in that employment ; fo that now it is but
Little followed *.  The flounders are found in great abundance,

and

* The methods of catching the falmon in this parifh are fimilar
to thofe deferibed in the ftatiftical account of Domock, p. 15. ex-

. cepaing



¢+ of Newagbbey. . 133

and of the beft quality, and are in.feafon from July to Janu.
‘ary. Lochkindar abounds with large and fine trout, (fome
few weighing 20 or 24 ounces;) and is much reforted to
by anglers from Dumfries, who reckon a dozen a good daj’s
fithing, as the trouts are very fhy.

Ale-boufes and Village.~There are only two ale-houfes in
this parith, both in the village of Newabbey ; through which
a public road pafles, and they are more frequented by ftrangers
than by the parifhioners, whofe morals are in no élegrec hurt by
them. Newabbey is a pleafant village of g0 houfes, adjoining
to the ruins of the abbey that gives name to it; well
fupplied with fine water, and furrounded with beautiful
woods.

Stipend, Church, &'c.——The ftipend, a3 augmented in
1771, is L. 83:6: 8, and L. 3 : 6 : 8 more for communion e-
lements. The glebe confifts of 105 acres; 4 acres wheieof
lic within the precinéls of the abbey, and the other 63 are
adjacent to the old parochial church, at Lochkindar, ata very
inconvenient diftance from the manfe : but both parcels are
of an excellent foil, and worth, at leaft, a guinea per acre.
The prefent church, which is contiguous to the ruins of the
abbey, was built in 1731. Some remains of the antient parochi-
al church are ftill to be feen in the ifland of Lochkindar,——
The Crown is patron. '

Por.—From the Seffion records it appears, that the poor
were much more numerous 40 years ago than they are at pre-
fent

eepting that there is no raife-met fifbing, and that the leifter is
only about 10 or 12 feet long, confrquently better calculated for
throwing to any diftance.
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fent, and that their numbers have been gradually decreafing.
The number of poor now on the roll, does not exceed 1o or
12; for whofe relicf the weekly colle€tions amounting to
L.g,—the rentof a fmall farm purchafed with a mortification,
L.12,~and the intereft of fome late mortifications (L.15o, at

4 per cent.) L. 6,—total L. 27 a year, are quite fufficient. Not
~ afingle pauper, in this parifh, has left his houfe to beg, thefe

30 years; but vagrants and beggars from other parifhes are of-
ten met with.

School.—There is a parochial fchool, at which the number
of {cholars, has, for many years paft, been, at an average,
5o at leaft; the falary is L. 15, with a comfortable dwelling-
houfe; the wages and perquifites may amount to from L. 15 or
L. 21 more. Befides this, there are two little fchools with trife
fling falaries, one at each extremity of the parifh.

Population.——The population, on the whole, is rather on
the increafe. From 1730, to 1760, the yearly average of
baptifms, entered in the regifter, is 15; from 1760, to 1770,
¥6; and, from 1770, to 1790, 18.

Though this and ether circumftances, in particular, the great
difference betaeen the births and draths, the one being in
proportion to the other as 2§ to 11), fully prove an increafed
population; yet old people, when converfed with upon the fub-
je&t, uniformly maintain a contrary idea, grounding their opi-
nion,onthe union of many fmall farms into one, on the veftiges
of ploughed land, at prefent negle@ed, and the remnants of
houfes and cottages, now in ruins. To thefe obfervations,
however, the anfwer is eafy. The fervants, labourers, and
cottagers required on a large farm, will equal the population
en feveral fmall ones.  Much more barren land has beer madé

arable
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arble, than of land formerly arable, now negleQted ; and
though fome houfes are in ruins, yet many more have been
built new from the foundation. In regard to the prefent ftate
of the population of this diftri&, or its amount at former pe-
riods, the folowing table contains all the information upon
the fubje that could poffibly be colle&ed.

Statiftical Table of Newabbey, An. 1791,

' qulauon in 1753, according to Dr. Webfter - 634

~—— in 1769 - - - 596
in 1990 - - - 649

. Males - - . - - . 318
Females - - - - . 33t

In the village of Newabbey - - - 210

- == the country - - - i 439
* Below 10 years of age - - To1g2
From 10 to 20 - -, ‘- 142
—— 20 10 §0 - - - 227
“~—— 50 to 70 - - - + 110
Above 70- - - - - 18
Yearly average of marriages for the Iaft 10 years S 4
=—————— of births regiftered - - - 18
e of births fuppofcd to be omitted in regifter 7
e . Of deaths - - XX
Bachelors above 20, including fervants - 66
Magried men, farmers, and farm—fcmnts - (1
Widowers - - 2
Average number of chddrcn produced by each marriage ¢
Inhabited houfes and cottages T e - 120

Seceders and M‘Millanites . e - 16 to 20
o Relief
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Belief congregation - T - fodriz
Roman Catholics, (famxlcs 6,) mdmchuls - 27
Farmers - - - ‘- 54
Sub tenants - - - - - [
Heads of families, among the farmers and fub-tenants 89
Their children - - - -1
Their fervants, male and female - - 91
Male.-fervants in families (of all ranks and employmcnts) 40
Female, ditto ) . L - 63
Benefit-men - - - - 3
Day-labourers, men . ", = ‘1
— — women - - +H
Weanvers - - - - e |
Smiths - - - - - {
Shop-keepers - - .- 4
Shae-makers - . - - - -3
Tanners - - - - - . - 1
Coapers - - - - -1
Joiners - - = - - . &
Mafons - - - - ‘- 8
Taylors - - - - -4
Cloggers - - - - - - - 1
Bakers = - s -~ - - 1
Tinkers - - e - e t
Ale-houfe-keepers . e - 3
Dry-ftone-dykers . - . . 9
Journeymen and apprentices to the dxﬁeﬂmt trades 15
kifthmen - L. = .. RN '3‘!‘4
Irithwomen T - - - 2

'Fhere has been little or no emigration from the parifh,
within the laft 20 years, excepting a very few ill.advifed.poo-
ple, both married and fingle, who went to St. John’s, in

North
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North America, and, in the iffue, had abundant reafon to res
pent leaving their native country.

Number of Cattle, &'c..——The upper or hilly divifion of
the parifh is applied chiefly to pafture for fheep and black cattle
of the former there may be about 3500, and of the latter 1000.
Thefe are of the true Galloway breed, were formerly of a
fmall fize, but are much improved of late years, by paying
greater attention to the fize and fhape both of the bulls and
cows. The theep are of the fhort {mall kind, but improving in
fize. Their wool is not fine,nor are their flecces large; they are
falved or fmeared with tar and butter; 8 fleeces, at an average,
goto the ftone of 24 lbs. avoirdupois, which has fold, for 10
years paft, from 4s.6d. to 6s. The price of wool has been
tifing for the 3 laft years. The mutton, when fat, and kept
tofour years old, is exceedingly nice, of a rich red juice, and
fine flavour, and may then weigh 10 or 11lb. per quarter, and
will yield from 4 to 6 Ib. of 24 oz. of tallow. But the hills of
this parith produce very little good, fat,and old mutton, fince the
farmer has found it more to his advantage to feed his theep bet-
ter, and to fell them young. The number of work<horfes is about
130, and of young horfes 30. They are greatly improved of
late, by paying attention to their breed, and are very hardy,
and fit for labour.

Minerals and Fuel.—Ciriffell affords plenty of granite;
exceedingly fit for building, both in point of ftrength and
beauty. There are fome appearances of coal in the lower end of
the parith 3 and a flight trial to find it was made a few years
ago, but without fuccefs.——The fuel made ufe of is in ge-
neral peat ; but mofs is not plenty, and moftly the property
of onc heritor ; whofe tenants alone have the liberty of maka
ing peats. All others who can procure that privilege, muft pay

Vo IL S for
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for it. The leading cofts the poor people dear; no lefs in re-
turn than a day’s reaping in harveft, equal to 8d. for each
cartfull. Ten of thefe cartfulls fuffice for a labourer’s family,
and that quantity may be caft by one man in one day.
Dry broom, furze, and branches of decayed fir-trees, aid the
fcanty quantity of peats to many, and wholly fupply their
place to fome. A few families ufe a little coal, which is im-
ported from England, at the price of about 43d. per Winchef-
ter bufhel, or 1d. per ftone avoirdupois. There is lime-ftone
in the parifh, though in no great quantity; and, from the
fcarcity of fuel, no attempt has been made to burn it.

Antiquities~The principal monument of antiquity in the
parith, is a famous Ciftertian abbey, founded by Devorgillz,
daughter of Allan, Lord of Galloway, wife to John Baliol,
Lord of Caftle-Bernard, and mother of John Baliol, King of
Scotland. It was firft called the Abbey of Sweet-heart, from
the circumftance of her hufband’s heart being embalmed, and
inclofed in a box of ivory bound with filver, which was built
into the walls of the church : but that name was afterwards
changed into that of Newabbey. This ftru@ure ftands in the
middle of a fine level field of about twenty acres, called the
precin&, inclofed by a ftone wall 8 or 10 feet high, built of

_granite ftones of great fize, fome of them, even near the top

of the wall, feem to be no lefs than a ton in weight. The
abbey itfelf, which was ereed towards the end of the twelfth
century, i¢ a beautiful and lofty building, of the light Gothic
ftile of architeture; its church is 194 feet long, 102 feet
broad at the crofs, and 66 feet at the ends, with a tower up-
wards of 9o feet high. This place is frequently vifited by
ftrangers ; and is particularly defcribed by Grofe and Cardon-
nel, in their late publications on the antiquities of Scot-
hnd.

3 - Iy
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In Lochkindar there is an artificial mount of ftones, rifing
6 or 7 feet above the furface of the water, {uppofed to have
been conftru&ed for the purpofe of fecuring the moft valuable
effe@ts of the neighbouring families from the depredations of
the borderers. The ftones ftand on a frame of large oaks,

which is vifible when the weather is clear and calm. Sea-
fowl breed here in fummer.

Food of the People, &fc.—~The food of the poor, and of the
labouring people is very indifferent in quality, though there is
no deficiency in the quantity. Potatoes may here be fairly
computed to conftitute more than half the food of the lower
clafs of inhabitants, for full three quarters of the year. La-
hourers and tradefmens wives are generally frugal and induf-
trious; their children thrive and grow up apace to be helpful
to their parents, and ufeful to fociety, and generally get a to-
lerable education for their ftation in life.

Size and Chara&er of the Pesple, t°c.—The inhabitants of
Newabbey, are, in general, about the middle ftature, of § feet
6 or 7 inches, healthy, ative, and inured to labour. One
young man, who lately removed from the parifh, was of the
height of 6 feet 7 inches, of a make and ftrength proportional,
and was remarkable for a quict and peaceable temper. The
genius and employment of the inhabitants turn to agriculture,
in which they are very induftrious and judicious. They are a
fober, obliging, honeft and intelligent fet of people, hofpita-
ble to ftrangers, charitable to the poor, juft in their! dealings,
and obliging to one another. They affet not elegance or ex-
pence in their drefs or diet, but are cleanly and comfortable
in both, and are truly a fet of very worthy and refpectable
people.  Very few incline to fea, and fewer ftill to the ar-
my. To the credit of the parifh, it may be added, that not a

Sa fingle
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fingle individual from it has been confined in jail, citherjon
account of debt, or even the fufpicion of any criminal adion,
for thefe 20 years paft.

-

Means by which their Situation might be meliorated.——
The means of bettering their fituation feem to be chiefly
thefe, 1. Taking high duty off Englifh coals; as much time,
labour, and expence are confumed in cutting, winning,
and carting peat, which operates as a great difcouragement to
manufatures and agriculture. 2. Purchafing the multures,
and relieving the farmer from fo very heavy a tax on the pro-
duce of his fields. Moft of the lands here pay 4% of all the
corn they grind, to the proprictor of the mill, befides the mil-
ler’s dues of manufaturing, and they alfo pay ;% of all grain
fold. The particular hardfhip of this laft tax.is, that it ex-
tends to wheat, though the proprictor never has had a mill it
for grinding it. It is, however, but juftice to the prefent
proprictor, to obferve, that an offer has lately been made to
all the heritors of purchafing their refpetive multyres, at pri-
¢es which do not feem to be unreafonable.

NUMBER
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NUMBER XIL

PARISH OF NIELSTON.

(COUNTY OF RENFREW.)

By the Rev. MR. Joun MoNTEATH.
n——-—-—-;—

Origin of the Name.

IT is generally fuppofed that the names of fuch parithes, at
leaft in this part of the country, as end in the fyllables
town or fon, are derived from proper names. —— Perhaps fome
perfon of diftin&ion, of the name of Niel, had either fixed
his refidence here, or having fallen in battle near it, had 3
flone ere@ed on his grave. Either circumftance might occafion
the name of Niel’s town, or Niel’s ftone, being given to this
diftri¢ *, The latter, however, feems to be the prevailing,
but uncertain tradition.——There were, it is well kngwn,
four

* Nielfton was an antient poffeffion of the Crocs of that ilk, x
family of great antiquity in this fhire ; and this diftri®, with the
lands of Crecftoun and Darnly, came afterwards, by marriage, to a
younger brother of the illuftrious family of Stewart, of whom
were defcended the Stewarts, promifcuoufly defigned of Crocftoun
ad Damly, afterwards eatls, and then dukes of Lennog,———
§ec Crawfurd’s hiftory ef Renfrewfhire,
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four moor ftones of confiderable thicknefs, four feet and a
half high, and placed four feet diftant from each other, which
many have fuppofed, with great probability, to have been the
monument of Niel. Thefe ftones were entirely demolifhed a-
bout 30 years ago.

Situation, Extent, and Surface.~This parifh is fituated in
the fhire of Renfrew, prefbytery of Paifley, and provincial
fynod of Glafgow and Ayr. Its extent is very confiderable.
There was a map made of it many years ago, which, was
lately inquired after, but without fuccefs. The form of the
parifh is irregular, reaching about nine miles in length, from
eaft to weft, and may be, on an average, three miles in
breadth. Suppofing the above extent were perfetly accurate,
and allowing 503 Scots acres in an Englifh fquare mile, it
contains, 13,570 acres.——In the lower parts of the parifh,
which is at the eaft end, the foil is various, and all*kinds of
grain common to Scotland are cultivated to advantage. But
to the weft, the country gradually rifes, till it comes to a
pretty high elevation. It is moftly of a light mould, and
though much of it be tilled, yet it appears better calculated
for pafturage. The Faraneze and Lochlibo-fide hills,
making one ridge, reaching from north-weft to fouth-weft for
feveral miles, are covered with green, and contain a number
of arable farms; and, as the farm-houfes appear in a line
along the fteep afcent ®, they afford a beautiful profpe&t to

. the

* The declivity in fome of thefe farms is fo confiderable, that
it has been a queftion, whether they ought to be plowed. In
fome parts they get only one furrow taken, and flide back the
plow to the part where ticy began, before they can take anothen
The foil alfo muft be wathed down the hill.
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the traveller. On the farther parts of the lands of Lochlibo,
the foil is more barren, the furface covered with bent and
heath, and partly with deep mofs; which may, one day, be
of great importance to the country, by furnifhing peats for fuel,
when all the coal mines in the neighbourhood are exhaufted.
Along this tra& of country, the traveller is delighted with a
very pleafant and piGturefque landfcape. On nearly the fame
fpot, may be feen towards the fouth and weft, the beautiful
and fertile plain of Ayrfhire, wathed by the firth of Clyde;
Iifa, a ftupenduous rock, ftanding alone, buffetted by the waves;
Arran, with a number of other iflands interfperfed, in a ehannel
covered with thips ; Carrick hills, and fome mountains in Gal-
loway towards the fouth-eaft, and the boundlefs expanfe of
waters which joins the Atlantic ocean, tawards the fouth.
Towards the north and eaft, many of the moft pleafant, and
romantic fcenes in Scotland, prefent themfelves to the view ;
Lochlomond with feveral of her iflands; Benlomond with
his fhoulders covered with {now, and his head enveloped with
clouls; the plains of Renfrew and Lanerk ; the city of Glafs
gow, with her numerous and lofty fpires; and the profpet to+
wards the eaft, terminated by the mountains beyond the
Forth. Several plantations of firs, larix, beeches, and other
foreft trees, have lately been made in the neighbourhood,
which will greatly add to the beauty of the fcene.———The
craig of Nielfton, in the fouth part of the parifh is the higheft
in the diftri€t, and the only high hill which ftands by itfelf,
not forming a ridge or tract of the country. It is vulgarly cal-
led the Pad, from having in its appearance the form of a pil-
lion. Itis 820 feet above the flood mark, and yet is all green,
and arable to .the very top, though now only ufed for paf-
ture.

Climate, &c.——TFrom the defcription already given of the
: : extent




Y44 Statiftical Account

extent and furface of this parifh, it is evident that the climaté
muft vary in different parts. It is often milder at the eaft end
than in the centre, and milder there, than on the higher
grounds towards the fouth and weft; hence the farmers can
often plow on the one, when they cannot, on account of the
frolt, on the other. . During winter, the fields towards ithe
caft are ‘often black, when thofe to the fouth and weft are
covered with fnow.

The original inhabitants, it is certain, were a healthy, ro-
buft, and induftrious people, employed principally in agricul-
ture. Many of them rather above the common fize. It
was afferted by a late military gentleman of this neighbour-
hood *, who was well informed, accurate in his obfervations,
and who had opportunity, during many years of his life,
whillt in his Majefty’s fervice, to fee the fubjefts of moft of
the different powers, and fome of the fineft troops in Europe,
that John Stewart of Moyne, the proprietor of a fmall eftate
in the hilly part of the parifh, above the Craig of Nielfton,
was for. ftature, ftrength, exa& proportion, and good looks,
the completeft figure of a man, he had ever feen +. Whatef-
feQts the luxury of modern times, and the fedentary employ-
ment which are now fo prevalent, have had, and will have
upon the ftrength and appearance of the people, may eafily be
conjectured.

Rivers and Lochs.——There is fcarce a ftréam in this pa-
inifh that defetves the name of a river, though there are many
rivulets, called, in the provincial diale& of the country, burns.
One

* Captain Alexander Mure, of the family of Caldwell.

1 Mr. Stewart died fome years ago, and his preperty was pur-
chafed by the late Alexander Speirs of Elderflie.
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One of thefe, and the principal of them, is called Lavern-wa.
ke, rifing in che high grounds in the fouth part of Niclfton,
and running north-caft through the diftrict. Its' ftream is nae
turally fmall; but within thefe few years, fome companics
concerned in the cotton-mill, the Faraneze print-field, and
feveral bleachfields fituated dong its banks, not ‘'without
fome difficulty in fettling with a number of heritdrs, in this and
the neighbouring parifh of Méarns,obtained a leafe, with libere
ty to get the fource of this water dammedup, witha brealt-work
of aboyt 16 feet high. The fprings above this being namerous,
and the land level, a tra@ of country, of about a mile in
length, and’ half a mile in breadth, called the Long-Lock,
is overflowed, To that, during the greateft drought in fume
mer, by -dtawing the fluice three iriches, there is a plentiful
fupply of Watérto drive all the machinery in the public works
erelted, and ftill'ere@ing on this fiream. This bafon, extend«
ing along part of the march between Nielfton and Mearns,
was formeﬂy 4 loth, though, it is believed not fo extenfive
% at prefent, and had been drained many years ago by the
furrounding proprictors, by which they obtuined = confiderable
m& of coarfe hay and ‘pafturage. Some trout from Lavern
have lately been put'into i, where, it is expeQted, they wilk
dirive exceeditigly. When the prefent leafe expires, the a-
bove companies muft make a new ;tgrcemem with the pro-
prietors *, who, no doubt, : are by thxs time, fully appnfcd of
its increafed valué.’

There is anothet loch in the weft end of the parifh, called’

VoL I SRR Lochhbo,

1

* It is faid, that at the laft fettlement, Archibald Speirs, Efq,
of Elderflic, who is a very confiderable, if not the greateft pro.
prietor of the adjacent lands, was very dxﬁntcreﬁed, wifhing to ea~
courage manufaltires.
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Lochlibo, covering 16 acres of land, abounding with plkc and
perch, furrounded with extenfive thriving plantations of pines,
and almoft every kind of foreft trees; the property of Wil
liam Mure, Efq. of Caldwell, whofe manfion-houfe and pleas
fure grounds in the parith of Beith, are in the neighbour-
hood.: From Lochlxbo, iffuesy, with an almo& imperceptis
“ble motion, the water of Lugton, meandering through a
large meadow of near 100 acres, and running weftward
through Ayr-{bu'e. At its fourcc, itisa fmall rivulet, but be-
fore it reaches the plantations and. plcafure-grounds of Eglin-
ton, it increafes i into a confiderable 3nd rapid current. Itis
faid, that, at a confiderable expence, the waters of “this. loch
might be brought eaftward through Nielfton to join the La-
vern, about two miles diﬁancc. ——There are fcveral otherri-
vulets.in this parifh, which, £rom the vicinitude to the large
manufa&turing towns of Glafgow and Paifley, (the former bc-
ing only nine miles diftant), have become of great value to the
proprietors all. of jthem having their banks ocgupied with
extenfive blcachﬁclds, which, in confcquencc of the excellent
fprings in. their neighbourhood, (the purity of whofe water is
very great,) and the plenty of coals in this, and the adjoining
parifh of Paifley, carry on a moft extenfive bufinefs in bleach-
ing, but chiefly of light goods, as mullins, cwbncks, lawns,
&c. . .

Woods and Plantations.——There ate no natural woods of
eonfequence in, this, nor in the three adjacent parithes on the
” fouth and weft, a want feverely felt by the inhabitants. There
are, however, befides the plantations round Lochlibo, juft

now mcnnoncd, and fomc on thc  heights of chhhbo—ﬁdc 3
" confiderable

R

* The property of Robert ?dton, Efq. of Heartfield.
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eonfiderable: number of thriving plantations in this diftrict,
which may, in time, fo far fupply the above want. The meft
thriving appear to-be thofe on the fides of Faraneze *; which
may convince the neighbouring proprietors, whofe lands are

lower and better fhéltered, what may be done on their eftates +.

Coals, and Lime-flone.—Coals have formerly been wrought
along the banks of the Lavern, about the middle of this parith.
There is juft now a coal pit working at the weft end of Loch-
libo, with a fteam engine upon it, the property of William
Mure, Efq. rented at L. 6o per annum. There are coals alfo
at the caft end of the parifh, on the lands of Mr Cuthbertfon
of Lyon-Crofs ; but, as the roads leading there are not made,
and the ground is by nature a deep clay, he has only dug them
for his own confumption. Lime-ftone is found in plenty in many
parts of the parifh; free-ftone both at the eaft and weft ends,
ufed for building houfes. Moor-ftone alfo abounds, but
there are no good quarries of it, the ftones being fo hard, that
it is difficult to work them, or fo brittle in their texture, that
they moulder down with the weather. Hence, building in
the centre of the parifh is very expenfive $.

Quadrupeds, Birds, and Plants.—~Thefe are fuch as are

T2 commonR

® The property of A. Graham, Efq.

+ If a thriving larix be worth a guinea in the courfe of 20
years, it is worth a landholder’s pains to calculate what an acre
would produce !

1 There is plenty of free-ftone very near the village of N'ei-
flon ; but, being at the bottom of deep banks on the Lavcm, it
¢annot be drawn up but 2t an cnormous expence,
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common in the weft of Scotland. The migratory birdswhich ape
pear in the {pring, are in the following order of time; the Jap
wing, or green plover, the curlew, the ftone-checker, vulgarlyfo
called, and lattly, the cuckow and fwallow. In the end of au.
tumn the wood-cock and fieldfare appear. In fome fatittical
accounts already publithed, the wood-lark is mentioned as mi-
gratory 3 but it is certain, that this delightful bird, which has
been juftly called the nightingale of Scotland, may be feen e.
very month in the year in fome of the woods in this country,
and her plaintive notes heard during the greater part of the
feafon. The plants are alfo fuch as are common to the
. weft part of theifland. The mercurialis, anemone, primula,
and hyacinthus, are the fisft that appear on the banks and in
the glens.

Autiquities, Foffils, t'c.—~The principal remnant of antiquiy
ty in the parifh, is a Danifh ftone with curious carved works
upon it, which, itis faid, once ftood on the lands of Hawk.
head, butis now a humble bridge ftone over a fmall rivulet be-
twixt thefe lands and Arthurlie, There are two tumuli, val-
gerly called, cairns, on the top of the Faraneze hills, one of
them in particular is of confiderable bulk, and there is the
foundation of a large dyke, or wall around it, ftill difcerna-
ble. A great quantity of ftones have been led away from it,
but nothing except a few fmall bones, whether human or not
was uncertain, have yet been difcovered. Tradition reports
that a battle was fought there. Secveral urns with bones in
them, furrounded with fquare free-ftones, have been found in
different parts of the parifh : alfo fome petrified fhells, and
ftones with impreflions of trees on them.——There are alfo
two places, where, it is fald, chapels flood before the Refors
mation, one a mile above, and the other a mile below the
church ; but no chﬁi_ge of their walls now appear, The for-

meg
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mer has a remarkably fine fpring, iffuing from a rock, near to
the place where the chapel is fuppofed to have been fituae
ted.

Population. —~There are difficulti¢s in afcertaining the nume
ber of people in this parifh, not known in parifhes more re-
mote, and lefs populous or commercial. When it is confider-
ed, that there are two cotton mills ere@ed, and two more e~
ve&ing, one large printfield, and twelve bleachficlds, the
mode of precifely afcertaining the number of inhabitants for
any given time beyond 2 few months, is but uncertain. At
thefe ficlds, for example, there are a number of women not hav-
ing families, nor refiding in families, but in women-houfes, fo
called, erefted on purpofe near almoft every field, where
they lodge only during the working feafon, repairing to the
neighbouring towns during the winter months, and perhaps
not returning again tg the fame fields. This migratory clafs,
in number about 93, lodge.at prefent in feven women-houlcs,
and are not included in the following lift. If it be thought
proper to add them, it is eafily done, and the confequences
arcobvious. They will add their amount to the number of
fouls in general, and to the article of females in particular,
and overbalance the males, which would not otherwife be the
cafe : they will alfo add their number to the article of thofe
sbove 15 years of age; and to that of fervants; with this
difcrimination, that they are only employed in bleaching
and drying goods.

The following lift was taken up within thefe few months,
and is compofed of thofe who have refidence by property, by
leafes, or by ferving from term to term in families, including
the renters of houfes, as being a kind of leafe-holders.

In
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In January 1791, there were in the parith of NicHion

480 -families, containing
1 .
::j; ;::1:]18 } In all 2330 fouls
908 below 15 years of age
1372 from 15—70 years
50 above 70. Some of thefe above go years
144 fervants employed in hufbandry, houfehold-work,

&c.
69 Seceders *

1 Epifcopal
1 Roman Catholic, 2 woman, wedded by one of our
young men whea in Ireland.

Tt appears from the roll of the poll-tax taken up by authorie
ty, fome copies of which are ftill preferved in ¢his fhire, that
in the year 1695, there were 263 families, fo that thereis
now an increafe of 217 families ; and in the return made to
Dr. Webfter, about 40 years ago, the number of fouls in
Nielfton, was 1274, fo that now there is an increafe of 1056
fouls. Of the above 2330 fouls, 439 live in the village of Bar-
head, and its neigbbourhood, at the eaft end of the parith;
472 live in the village of Nielfton ; and 141 live at Uplamoog,
a village in the weft end of the. parib.

Abfira8

* Of thefc 69 Scceders, a great number are infants, or chil-
dren.  And as Seceflion has not been very fafhionable of late, ex-
cept in cafes of violent fettlements, or where the parifhioners have
not room in the parith church, it is uncertain what mode of wose
fhip many of thele young people may yet adopt.
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Abfirait of Marriages, Baptifins, and Busials,

Years. -Manizges.' Baptifms. . Burials.
1779 - 17 - 58 - -
1781 - 28 - - 72 - S
17, - 9 - - 6 . 40
1785 - 19 - 96 <. - 47
1788 - 15 - 91 - - 40
1790 - 20 - 90 - - 26

13 476 153
TYearly aver. neétly 19 79 ) 38

Previous ta the year 1783, there is a great chafm in the re-
giftration of burials, and it is to be obferved, that many bury.
out of the bounds of the parith, and the poor, who are exemp-
ted from the tax, are not regiftered.

Number of Proprietors, Tenants, &'c,——There are twenty
heritors ; but none of the greater proprietors refide in the pa-
tih. There is but one refident juftice of the peace ®; a
circumftance to be regretted in fo extenfive a diftri&, abound-
ing in public works, and daily increafing in population.
There are no attorneys ; but that want is abundaatly compen~
fated by the vicinitude of Paifley and Glafgow. There are
frequently two furgeons in the bounds.

Thenumberof farmers at prefent isabout 114. Many of them
keep but one horfe, a number of their farms being fmall, but

: in

® Gavia Ralfton, Efg. of Ralfton,
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in general, theykeep two, or more horfes, and from 8 to 12,3nd
fome of them 20 black cattle. There are only four or five of
them that have a flock of theep, if a hundred fheep, the great-
ft number any of them keep, is entitled to that appellation,
Could the farmersin the higher grounds of this diftri&t maine
tain their cattle during the wintér and fpring months, with-
out the aid of oat-ftraw, it would be their intereft to cultivate
only grafs crops, potatoes, and turnip, with fome flax for
their refpetive families; but though they have many naturl
meadows in their pofieflion, yef the grafs obtained from them
is coarfe, and the quantity too fmall for that purpofe. They
make up much of their rents by rearing young cattle, and fcl-
ling milk, which they drive in barrels on carts to Paifley. And
us this parifh marches for a coniderable trat of country with
Dunlop, fo famous for making cheefe, the foil, and qualityof
the grafs, cannot be greatly different. They fow fiom the
middle of March to the end of April, and feldom reap foon-
er than the end of September, with the exception of a few
farms that may be more early. Confiderable part of the crop

has, of late years, been often.in the fields at the cad of Oc-
tober, in ftooks and huts.

- Rent of the Parifb.———mThe valued rent of the parifh is
L 4823:6:8 Scots. The ‘real Yent is fuppofed to be about
L. 4210 Sterling. But from this fum confiderable deduétions
muft be made for what is commonly called public burdens, as

cefs, ftipend; road-money, fchool-mafter’s falary, &ec.
Some farms let from 15 t0 2553 and land in the immediate
neighbourhood of the villages at L. 2, nay, fome above that
fum 3 notthat the land is worth that price, but people will do
much, fometimes, for convenience, at other times from necef-
fity. Houfes in the village of Nielfton let at L.t :10 to0
) ‘ "7 L2
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L. 2 per armums. 'The building of a cotton-mill near the ¥il-
lage, has, in fome degree, raifed theis value.}.

Extraordinary rife of Rent.——The farm of Dubbs, the
property of the Dowager Countefs of Glafgow, was let tothe
prefent tenant’s father, as late as the year 1765, for L. 3 fter-
ling, in money, and § bolls of meal and oats. It was after~
wards raifed to L.21 : 19,and 4 bolls ¢f meal, and it now pays
about L. 5o fterling. The {mall Barony of Auchinback, con-’
fitting of about 460 acres, let, at the beginning of this centu-
1y, for about L. 100, converting grain at x5s. per boll, and
is now raifed to about L. 321. |

Prices of Labour. and Provifions.~—A common labourer,
called a darkfman, with his fpade, will earn 1s6d. fterling,
per day ;—-——very ordinary workmen, 1s2d. Farmers
men-fervants get L. ro fterling, per annum, if able bodied
and ative ; women-fervants L. 3: 10 per annum, befides be-
ing viQualled and lodged. The prices of thofe employed in
the different departments at the public works vary. All of
them are high. Engravers, &c. at printfields, 19s fterling,
per week. ——— If the prices of provifions differ here ‘from
'thofe in the markets of Glafgow and Paifley, it is:in their be-
ing higher ; for the feller, when once on the road, if he thinks
ke can get a farthing more for his articles, at thefe towns, than
in the country; will fcarcely be prevailed upon to ftop, although
he fhould find himfelf miftaken, when he makes a trial at the
«ad of his journey.

¢

Manyfaitures—There are.two cotton millsalready ere&ted in
the parith, one called Dove-cot-hall, which is 76 feet long,
28 feet wide, and 3 ftories high ;—the other, named Gatefide,
is 100 feet long, 31 wide, and 2 ftories highy but it is pros

Vo IL v , pofed
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pofed to turn the whole of the latter into lodgings for the work
people, and to ereét a new mill on a much larger fcale.——
The number of workmen employed in both mills, is, as fol-
lows :

Males above t5 - 29
Femalesabove .5 - 100
‘Males under 15 - 94
Females under 15 - 48

30t

Average of wages paid to the above work-people per month,
L.217, or, at the rate of L. 2821 per annum.

The Fataneze printfield pays L. 3,000 fterling, per annum,
of excife-duty. And their extra expence may amount to
L. 2,000 yearly. The profit and lofs of the company ar
known only to themfelves.

The cotton mill of Stewart, Orr, and company, now erec-
ting, is 127 feet long, 34 wide, and to be 5 ftories high ; and
~will probably add §oo people to this parith. They will labour,
however, under the difadvantage of not having a village in
which to lodge their work-people, and muft neceffarily be
put to great additional expence in buildings.

The cotton-mill of Cochran and Airfton, erecting fattheft
up the Lavern, asit is near the village of Nielfton, will have
the advantage of the work-people refiding there. This mill is
08 feet long, 34 wide, and is to be raifed 5 ftories. The place
where the level is begun, for bringing the water, is, near the
junétion of the Lavern and of Coudon-Burn, about a quarterof
a mile above the nllagc, and about 266 feet above the leveldf
¢he tide at Paifley. There are great fpeculations in the cotton

bufinefs ar prefent ; and yet fomc, who pretend to fee as fur 3
- S their
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their neighbours, have averred, that the filk gauze trade,
which has been on the decline for fome years paft, is reviving,
and will foon rival and furpafs the cotton; and, that the latter,
may, in feven years time, be fo low, that fome people engaged
init may find the profits little enough to keep, and to pay the
children, at the points of the fpindles. Whilft others contend,
that the cotton trade is as yet only in its infancy.

There are 85 looms in the Barhead and houfes adjacent, 48
looms in the village of Nielfton, ¢ in Uplamour-village, and
there may be about 10 more in different parts of the parifh ;
in all 152 looms, moftly employed in working muflin, and
filk-gauze. A few in what is called country work, (linen,
&c.) for private families. :

Ecclefiaflical State.—There is only one minifter at prefent
in this extenfive and populous diftrit.——Archibald Speirs,
Efq. of Elderflic is patron. On the laft vacancy he very ge-
neroufly gave the free choice of a minifter to the parifhioners.
—The ftipend confif}s of feven chaldrons of meal,and L.33 : 10
fterling of money; a manfebuilt in 1766 ; a glebe which is
not legal, as tothe arable land, and has no pafture *,

Ua The

® The glebe has this farther difadvantage, that there are four
feus upon it, a circumflance whlch appears direfly oppofite to
the defign of the legiflature in gmng glebes to minifters in land-
ward parithes, which was to keep a borfe for riding, when doing
parifh-duty, and to do any neceffary work for themfelves, with
grafs for two cows alfo, for the benefit of their families. This
pra@ice of feuing glebes appears alfo exprefsly contrary to the fta-
tute laws of Scotland. It is fubmitted, therefore, to heritors and
prefbyteries, whether, by permitting feus on glebes in large land-
ward parifhes, they do not thereby cut off the incumbents from
keeping
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The church was built in 1762 and it is believed will hold
about 1000 people. It is ornamented with a neat fpire and a
clock.—— About two years ago, 2 number of heads of fami-
lies who had little, and fome of them no room in the church,
offered the heritors the fum of L. 80, for adding to, or enlarg-
ing an aifle in it, upon the fingle condition that the feats of
this addition fhould be annually let, by public roup, to parifhi-
oners only, and the money arifing from them given to the
poor. But the heritors did not chufe to accept of this offer.
Had this plan taken place, it is the opinion of many, that it
would not only have becn a2 confiderable accommodation to
the parifhioners, but would have made fuch an addition to the
poors funds, as would have prevented the neceflity of an affeff~
ment for maintaining the poor for many years, which otherwife
may become indifpenfable.

The fechool-boufe was built large, and commodious, laft
year, with a dwelling-houfe in the upper ftory for the teach-
er.  The heritors alfo gave an arca before the fchool-houfe,
for the benefit of the children, and a garden to the {chool-maf-
ter behind. The falary is L. 8:6:8. He may have between
60 and 70 {cholars; —wages per quarter for Latin 3s, arithme-
tic 2s 6d. writing 25, Englifh 1s 6d.—alfo 3d. in the winter,

. and

“keeping a horfe, and confequently deprive them of the means of vi-

fiting theiv parithioners, and even the fick, {o frequently and re-
gularly as otherwife they would have done, and would all, it is
hoped, with to do, when called to that important duty, at leaft, as
much as their time, ftrength, and perfonal fafety will permit.
_ 'To remedy thisinconvenience, by the minifter’s taking.a farm, is
a plan, in the prefent ftate of this country, inexpedient, and al-
moft impra&icable. To feek redrefs by a procefs of redu@ion, js at-
tended with certain expence, and often with much odium. '
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and 13d during the fummer quarter, from each fcholar for fire
money.  In moft parifhes, 6 hours attendance from the fcho-
lars, during the longer days, and five during the thorter days
of the year, are required. By keeping evening fchools for
arithmetic, church-mufic, &c. every fchool-mafter, efpecial-
ly in large landward parifhes, may greatly increafe his emolu-
mentsJ

Sefion Clerk/bip.—This- office has L. 1 fterling falary paid
out of the public money, 1s 6d for regiftration of marriages,
6d. for baptifms, 3d. on a certificate of moral charatter to a
fingle perfon, though, itis belicved, a certificate for a whole
family has been charged 6d. There is alfo fome fmall per
eentage, for colle@ing the king’s duty of 3d. on marriages, bap-
tifms, and burials; but this, inftead of being an advantage to
the office, has, in moft parithes, itis believed, proved a trou-
blefome and vexatious employment,and very difagrecable to the
people at large. The regulations in the a&t are not calculated to
extend to Scotland. In fome parts it is difficult to underftand its
import. It is clogged with a qualification on the part of the
colleor, the expence of which, in many parifhes, may re-
quirc more than all the profits he can make. Many people are
deterred by the expence, triffling as it is, from regiftering;
and the duty can fcarcely bring in L. 1 fterling from each of
the 950 parifhes in North Britain, a fum altogether inconfide-
nable; and, when the expence of collecting is deduted, it
maft be very contemptible indeed.  This is a fubje&l not un-
worthy the attention of perfons in power, by whom alone the
inconveniencies attending this ac can be remedied.—In many
parithes the church-feflion beftows the clerkihip on the pa-
rith {chool-mafter, fome in vitam aut culpam ; others, for rea-
fons that have been found very expedient, .confer this office
only for a limited time, or, during thepleafure of the court.

This
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This Iaft mode will probably become the general pradtice in
. Scotland, In this very parith, the office of fchool-mafter,
during the former mafter’s time, was held only during the
pleafure of the majority of the heritors.

Private Schools,~There are generally two private fchools,
one in the eaft end, and the other in the weft end of the pa-
rith; where the fchool-mafters depend entirely on the number
and wages of their fcholars, which are always in proportion
totheir diligence and fuccefs in teaching.

Inns and Aleboufes.—~There are not lefs than nineteeninns, or
ale-houfes in this parifh, and no fewer than eight of thefe in the
village of Nielfton. Houfes of that defcription can be of no
benefit to the public, but in two refpects, ift, to accommo-
date public meetings, or private companies on neceflary bufi-
nefs; or 2dly, to entertain travellers by day, and to lodge
them and their horfes, when overtaken by night. This laft,
‘and not the leaft ufeful public benefit refulting from inns, per-
haps not four of the nineteen are equal to. A queftion then
arifes, are the whole of the remaining fifteen neceflary, or what
_proportion of them is requifite for the public good? The
reader muft have already anticipated the anfwer that thould
be given.

State of the Poor.—During the laft quarter of the year
1786, the number of perfons on the poors roll, amounted to 30,
and, in the fame quarter of the year 1790, to34. Some of
thefe are children ; fome aged ; one of them fatuous. They
are fupported by the colle&tions at the church door, which, at
anaverage, {ellom'exceed 20s weekly; and the intereft of a {mall
capital, amounting to about L. 140 fierling, which is the

whole fund belonging to the parifh; together with 1 6d. paid
: on
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o0 proclamations for marriages, and a fimilar fum for mort.
cloths at funerals.

Amount of ColleSions and Difourfements in the Years 1788,

and 1790.

' In 1786.
ColleGtions - - - L.s2 12 o}
Proclamations ‘ - - 114 O
Mort-cloths, and bell-money - - § 1 o
Intereft of money - - - 719 6
L.67 7 3t
Difburfements to the poor . L.64 9 6

In 1790.
Colletions - - - L.s3 10 5%

Proclamations, fome offerings to the poor in-

cluded * - - - 2 3 0
Mort-cloths and bell-money - - 3 00
Intereft, and part of the principal uplifted s1r 9
L.6s 5 2t

Diftributions to the poor - - L7z 5 4

Deficiency this year - . L8 16 1%

In this year, there was a donation, from onc of the non-re-
Gding heritors, of two guineas.
The

¢ Offerings from about § to 10s. ferling are given by delin-
quents to the poor, and are accepted of as evidencies of their
2 contrition,
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The heritors are called once every year to audit, and paly
the Seffion’s accounts, and examine the fecurities for the mo-
ney lent. At thefe meetings it has been recommended to

them, efpecially to the non-refiding heritors, to prevent far-
ther encroachments upon the capital of the parith funds, by
their making up any annual deficiency, (which hitherto has
been but trifling,) according to their refpe@ive valuations;
or, by fending a voluntary donation yearly to the poor, in fome
kind of proportion to their refpetive properties; and, to conti-
nue this mode, without aflefling the people, while they contic
nue to give liberally. Affefiments indeed, never fail to coun-
tera&t charity ; and were the people to be once affeffed, they
would probably with-hold their colle&tions altogether. It does
not appear, however, with the exception of about two heri-
tors, that this reprefentation has hitherto produced any effe.
In this parifh, the non-refiding heritors, probably hold threc
fourthe of the furface, and may, perhaps draw, the fame pro-
portion, of the whole rent. Tt is faid, that in fome parts of
Secotland, there are inftances of nop-refiding heritors receiving
almoft the whole rents of feveral parifhes, and yet, in fome of
them, that they have never contributed a farthing to the fu
port of the poor. Equity, jultice, humanity, coramon fenfe itfelf,
lift up their united voice, againft fo difgraceful a circumftance, if
true 3 nor isit any wonder, that in fuch diftri&ts, the difcerning
part of the inhabitants look forward with pleafure toa coming
day, when this ¢ with-holding more than is meet,” nay, with-
holding every thing, may be counterated, and when thofc in the
middle and inferior ranks of life, fhall no longer have the folc

burden impofed upon them. ‘
A

contrition, hefore they are abfolved from the fcandal of any cealt-
rable offence. '
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At prefent, it may be obferved, that the burden of main-
taining 34 poor people falls upon the refiding inhabitants in
this parifh ; and, that the colleting, taking care of, and dif-
tributing among them the fcanty pittance they receive, lies,
(with the infpetion, and concurrence of the minifter) upon
fix elders; a clafs of men, who, in the different parithes of
Scotland, have, for thefe two centuries paft, faved the land-
edintereft 2 fum, which may, ‘perhaps, feem fmall, if com«
pared with what has been expended, in maintaining an equal
number of poor in a neighbouring kingdom, but which would
have been confiderably felt, had it been exalted; and, if 3
trifling falary of L. 1 or L. 2 fterling to a treafurer, which is
only the cafe in fome parifhes, be excepted, the whole is mana.
ged without a farthing of expence ; an inftance of frugality in
an extenfive and public managemenpt, itis prefumed, not paral.
llled in Europe, and exhibiting at once, in thefe days of ve-
nality, a ftriking and fingular example of public fpirit, and
Chriftian charity. But this ufeful body of men appear to be
on the decline, as to number, at lealt in the weft of Scotland,
Few people chufle to accept an office, which not only has not
the fmalleft emolument annexed to it, but, as far as connec-
ted with the management of the poor, isa thanklefs and trou-
blefome bufinefs. The refpetive feffiors (veitries), in this
part of Scotland, are alfo in general very ill accommodated,
and deftitute even of common convenience for managing the
public bufinefs; few country pagifhes have a feflion-houfey
and the elder, when colle&ing thejolfering, in many places, has
not fo much as a fhade, to fcreen him from the feverzft tempeft.
Their attachment alfo to the Eftablithed Church has, in many
places, been greatly weakened by caufes well known, and now
long experienced in the weftern diftricts, where with a fpirit
of (o mmerce, a high fenfe both of civil and religious liberty
now prevails. 'What the refult of this may be, time will dif~

Vor, II, X cover



162 Statiftical Account

cover; but one confequence is evident, that the care of the
poor can hardly continue long on its prefent footing, and
mutft of courfe devolve on the heritors, and parifhioners at
large.

Advantages and Difadvantages.—The general lightnefs of
the foil, and the elevation of great part of the diftri&t, are not
favourable to agriculture ; but, from the vicinity to large towns,
there is a ready market for the produétions of the farm, and
often at very high prices. Oatmeal, however, is to be excepted,
which, on an average, has not been fold above 1s. per peck
thefc twenty years paft *. In regard to manufaétures there
are many advantages, in particular, the great command of
water, and the abundance of fuel. 'With thefe natural advan-
tages, provided fobriety and induftry can alfo be maintained,

- the greateft ends may be accomplifhed ; and they will proba-

bly be the means of raifing the fhire of Renfrew in general,
and this diftri&t of it in particular, to a. degree of commer-
cial confequence and wealth, which fome years ago could not
have been expetted. ' '

Confiderable difadvantages, however, are likely to follow the
rapid increafe of manufattures, which are already beginning
to out-rival agriculture, the bafis and fupport of all other arts.
——Farmers now complain that their fervants defert them,
and engage in manufaltures,  where they receive higher wa-
ges, and have lefs laborious employment. Bat it is not an
extroardinary rife of wages, that will fecure either induftry, or

' economy;

* This, if in favour of the manufaurer, .is againft the farmer,
who alledges, that, as all wages have doubled within thefe 20 years,
that all fhould pay a reafonable and proportiohable rife on this, 2
well gs on other commodities, and on labour itfelf.
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economy3 in moft cafes it produces the contrary effect.
It is well known in many of the manufaturing diftriéts, that
wherl wages are high, many of the operative tradefmen are i-
dle, at leaft threedays in the week. It is alfo notorious, that
many of them, who earn, by conftant induftry, about 7s. per
week, often bring up creditable families, without contra&ting
debt, giving their children wholefome food, decent clothes, and
ordinary fchool education; while others, who gain almoft thrice
that fum, have fcarcely common credit. The reafons are ob-
vious ; when the. wholefome viands of our own country are de-
fpifed, and even the firft meal of the day cannot be taken, but
of commoditics brought from two of the moft diftant parts of
the globe, and every fubfequent repaft is proportionally ex-
penfive, large debts, and an incapacity to pay them, are the ne-
ceffary confequences. How foon fuch luxurious habits may o~
perate to the deftru&ion of commerce itfelf, cannot be deter-
mined : But furely 2 German, or Ruflian manufaturer, who
can content himfelf with fimple fare, may bring his goods to
the different market towns of Europe,,and tranfport them e-
ven beyond the Atlantic, ata much cheaper rate, than where
fuch modes of living are pralifed. The obfervation alfo of a
late judicious philofopher * is daily verified, that, in every
country through which he had travelled, where manufattures
flourihed, he obferved that beggars abounded; and fhould
poors rates, from this caufe, become neceflary, and univerfal
in this country, this will be a very evident difadvantage.
It is alfo apprehended, that the rapid increafe of manufac-
tures, is neither friendly to the health, nor morals of the peo-
ple. In cotton mills a multitude of children are ems
' X2 ployed

* Do&er Franklin.
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ployed, before they receive even common education. They
there fpend, perhaps, a corifiderable part of their life, without
any other principles for the direftion of their condud, but
thofe which natural confcience dictates. The lower ranks of
mankind, however, when;colle€ted, and confined rogether, are
too apt to corrupt one other; and, when affembled in fuch
promifcuous crowds, are probably often expofed not to the
beft example. It is to be feared alfo, that a total ignorance of
Chriftianity, which, even among the loweft of the people,
wag lefs the charalleriftic of this countryythant any of ‘the
neighbouring kingdoms, will foon become -prevalent; and,
if one ignorant race once arife, it is probable that not only
the next, but many fucceeding ones, of the fame defcription,
will follow #. The children, too, int thefe works, confined,
as it were, to the very point of a fpiridle, muft of coutfe have
narrow ideas and contrafted minds. The finer parts of the
cotton, alfo, in the progrefs of the work, flying off continuil-
Iy by friction, filks the atmofphere in which they breatlie, with
anwholefome particles, and it is probably from this caufe,
that their appearance in general is fo pale and fickly, Nor

. ought it to be omitted, that the oil on the different parts of

the machinery, coming oft¢n in contaét with their clothes and

bodies, occafiornrs an' effuvium, whieh, to any perfon accuftom- .

ed to the open fields, or to a well-aired apartment, is fenfibly
felt, even when pafling along the road.
In a military view, the lofs that the public muft fuftain,

fhould fuch receptacles be its prineipal refource for recruitsy
need

# 1t has been recommended to the proprietors of thefe public
works, not to take in children, till they had reccived fome cduca-
tion, and even after receiving them, to have a fchool-mafter to’
teach them fome part of the day. The firft has been difregarded,
the latter only partially obferved.
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need hardly be dwelt upon; and the whole fyftem is ‘evidently
contrary to the axiom, fo ably inculcated by a great political
author *, ¢ that the ftrength of a country does not fo much
“ depend on the comparative number of its inhabitants, as on
“ their being etually fpread along its furface, and «exercifed
“ in healthful induftry.”

Notwithftanding thefe difadvantages, it appears, at prefent,
to be the wifth of the landholders, in the weftern diftriéts of
Scotland, to give every poffible encouragement to all kinds of
manufaltures +; nay, fuch is the'rage for them in this parith,
that corn mills are defpifed, ot forgotton, ¢ven by their proprie-
tors. Two have been allowed to go into total difsepair ; one of
thefe has been advertifed for a cotton.-work; and a third,
though in good repair, has been actually fuperfeded, and ig
now sn appendage to a cotton-mill; fo that there are at
[this time, only two corn mills in the whole diltri&, to the
no finall inconvenience of the farmers.

As matters now ftand, every goed citizen will have it
at heart to prevent, as far as his influence and example
will go, the difadvantages that may follow ; and abeve all,
the evils that may be dreaded from a relaxation in the
morals of -the people, which were formerly fo pute, and
urtexceptionable, in this diftriét that not above one or twoaéls,
at the utmoft, of unnatural or barbarous violence, are everre-
membered to have taken place ip the parith of Niclfton.

NUMBER

* Rouffead, Emil. vol. 111

+ Bleachfields have afo their difedvantages; the work pea-
e \fpou them are expofed much to wetnefs, and cold, which
inthe high parts of the country is Often intenfe, and is apt to
lead to the too frequent ufe of fpirituous liquors. Not a few ema
ployed at them, come and ge without certificates of their moral

chara&er.
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NUMBER XIV. .

PARISH OF RENFREW,

+ (COUNTY OF RENFREW.)

By-the Rev. MR. THomas Burns.
N .

et idnen:

Tows of Renfrew.

'RENFREW is one of the royal burghs of Scotland, and
-\ head town of the county. It ftands 3 miles north of
Paifley, and § miles Weft of Glafgow. The high-way from
Glafgow to Greenock runs throughit. Some think that Ren
frew is the Randuara mentioned by Prolomy. Be that as it may,
it is certainly of great antiquity, for mention is made of itin
the chartularies of Dumfermline and Paifley. An. 1164, it
the Reign of Malcolm IV. a battle was fought near the town,
between Sumerled, Thane of Argyle, and Gilchrift, Earl of
Angus, in which Sumerled was put to flight. The name of
the diftrict is probably derived from the Gaelic. The name
by which it is known, in that language, Rein-froach, fignifies
the heath divifion. It is not at all improbable, that, in former
timés, the country around the burgh, was intitled to thatap-
pellation ; for many people, ftill alive, remember when 3
great part of the ground to the fouth of the town, was unine

clofed, and quite covered with heath.
It was erected into a royalty by King Robert. From that
2 - princt
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prince a charter was obtained, confirming all the privileges
granted by himfelf or his predeceffors.  Other charters were
given by James VL of Scotland, and by Queen Anne. The
town formerly fent a reprefentative to the Scots parliament;
but, fince the Union, it forms only part of a diftri¢t ; and in
conjuntion with Glafgow, Dumbarton, and Ruthcrglen; [
le€ts a member of the Britifh legiflature.

The town is about half a mile in length, but in fome places
{o narrow, that it is with great difficulty two carriages can pafs
each other. There are fome fmall ftreets and lanes in it,
befides the principal ftreet.

It is governed by a provoft, 2 balllies, and 16 counfellors.
The revenue amounts to about L. 360 per annum, and confifts
of rents from lands, fithings, cuftoms, a public ferry boat o-
ver the river Clyde, &c. Its right to a falmon fithery on the
Clyde extends from Scotftoun to Kelly bridge, and yicldsan

income of L. 75 per annum. The ferry was formery between

the King’s-Inch and Blawert-hill, but is now removed about
a quarter of a mile farther down the river. The place is
broader, and much more expofed to the weather, than where it
formerly was : But thef: objections are compenfated by other
advantages.——There is now a ferry-houfe on each fide of the
river, the property of the town, and a moft complete ferry~
boat, built by fubfcription, purpofely for carriages; in which,
by means of a rope, fixed upon each fide of the river, and run-
ning upon 4 rollers, two at each end of the boat, one placed
in a horizontal dire@ion, and the other perpendicular, any
garriage, with a pair of horfes, can be eafily boated, and car-
ried over by one man in five minutes. It is believed, that the re-
venue of this town, will, in a few years, be confiderably en-
sreafed, by the change in the ferry, and this ealy mode of con~
veyance.
There are a good many falmon at times caught in the river,
' though




168 Statifticgl Adocount

though not near fo many as formerly. Two caufes may be af
figned for this: The one is, the deepening of the river, when
the fith were difturbed in their courfe for fo many years;—
the other is, the the public works which are now carried on in
the neighbourhood wpon the river.

Manufoctures, (&c.—~The commerce of this town is very
inconfiderable, though, in regard to local fituation, it is not
inferior to any place in the neighbourhood. Indeed had it not
been for the fatal effe@s of borough-politics, it might, at this
time, have been one of the principal feats of manufaflures in
the weft of Scotland. There is a foap and candle work, car-
ried on here, upoh a pretty large fcale ; which, though lately e-
reCted, is of copfiderable advantage to the place. Thereis al-
fo a fmall branch of the thread manufaCure. Four mills are
empleyed for this purpofe ; and each machine for twining the
thrcad, is f{uppofed to require, on an average, 36 perfons
There is alfo a fmall bleachfield at the eaft end of the town,
which employs about 6 men, and 24 women. The wages of
the men are from 7s. 6d. to 12 per week ; and thofe of the
women from 2s 6d. to 6s.aweek. The number of looms in
the town, is. from 117 to 120, partly for filk, but principally
for muflin, chiefly on account of the manufa&urers of Paif-
ley. Thefeare the only branches of trade carricd on herg
and all of them are of fhort ftanding.

Climate, &c.—No place, perhaps, in the weft of Scotland,
is fo peculiarly healthy as Renfrew. Epidemical diftempers
are ever hardly known. Two reafons may be affigned for this.
The one is, that the town ftands upon a bed of fand, of great
depth, fo that all the heavy rains, which fall here, are foon abe
forbed ; and confequently, dangerous damps, and unwhole-

fome fogs are hardly ever felt.  The other reafon is the goad-
nels

-
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nefs of the water, which is fuperior in quality to moft pla=
ees, perhaps, in Scotland. There are many inftances of
longevity to be met with. Several perfons now living in the
parith are above 80, and fome above go. The {mall-pox
has been very fatal to the young, for thefe two years paft:
_ Yet there fill continues a backwardnefs among the lower clafs

of people, to inoculation, partly owing to the expence attend~
ing it, and partly to prejudice. The operation is fo fimple,
that many of late, however, have not only been perfuaded of
its advantage, but have a&ually inoculated their own children.

Schools.—There is no parochial fchool in this parith, though
there is great need of one. One is kept in the feflion-houfe,
though another place for it would be more defirable.
The falary of this fchool-matfter arifes from the fuppreflion of
an antient hofpital,  the hail rents and pertinents of
& which are difponed to the burgh, for the fupport of the
¢ grammar fchool ; and the fame to be called the grammar
« f{chool of Renfrew, in all time coming.” The provoft,
baillies, and council are the patrons.—There is abundance of
'cmploymcnt here for two fchool-mafters; and many families
in Renfrew feel the want, and earneftly with a fecondi——
To the credit of the people in general, it may be remarked,
that not only tradefmen, but even day-labourers, give their
children a good education. Scarce a boy who is not taught
reading, writing, and arithmetic, a little church mufic, &c.
-And thould any of them be negleed in their youth, when
they come to the years of difcretion, they go to fchool, at their
own expence, in order to acquire thefe branches. Thisis an
Important advantage which the Scots, as a nation, enjoy ovet
the natives of other countries.

Situation and Extent, £'c.——The parifb is fituated in the
¥or. II, Y prefbytery
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prefbytery of Paifley, and fynod of Glafgow and Ayr. Irs
extent varies from 3 to 4 miles in length and breadth, but its
figure is very irregular, being frequently interfe€led by the ri-
vers in the neighbourlond, and by the abbey parith of Paifley.
All kinds of foil are to be found m it. Some part of it confifts
of a light kind of fand ; which, without conftant attention or
manure, would foon return to its natural ftate. Some is rather
inclined to a kind of till. A great part of it is a ftrong clay, buta
ftill greater part is a deep rich loam. In general, however,
the whole of the parith is good ground, capable of yielding
excellent crops, of the different forts of grain, ufually cultivated
in Scotland. There is very little mofs; and not many
acres in planting.

In the courfe of the laft cemtury, the town of Renfrew
ftood upon the banks of the river Clyde, and veflels of confi-
derable burden were built clofe to the town. Bat the river
left its ufual courfe, nearly oppofite to Scotftoun, took a femi-
circular direltion, leaving the King’s-Inch upon the north
fide, and running along by the bottom of the garden be-
longing to the manfe, came into its prefent dire¥ion, juft 2
bout the place where the ferry now is. There is a pretty
large canal made, on the old bed of the river, from the Clyde
to the town, where even large veflels can come and unload at
fpring tides. There is another canal made, to accommodate the
people of Pafley. ‘When the bridge of Inchinman was built,
the navigation to that town was very much obftructed. Vef-
fels were then obliged to pafs through the arches, which could
not be done without lowering their mafts, the chanmel below
the bridge bacame vaftly wider, and of courfe very fhallow.
To remder the navigation of the river fit for veffels with fixed
mafts, the town of Paifley obtained liberty, to make a-cut about
half a mile in length, in which, there is a very complete draw-
kridge,inthe turnpike road, at the eaft end of Inichinnanbridge-

o=enNot
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~—Not far from this fpot, on the north fide of the road, the
Marquis of Argyle was taken, after he had croffed the river
on foot :—a party lay waiting for him the moment he came
out of the water; he attempted to fire upon them, but, his
piftols being wet, would not difcharge, upon which, one of
‘the rufhans came behind him, and cut him on the head with
afword ; in the mean time, the Laird of Greenock came up,
knew the Marquis, and took him prifoner. He was firfk
carried to Renfrew, and thence to Edinburgh, where he was
beheaded, on the 3oth June, 1685.

Population.—In 1693, it appears from the poll-books, that
there were in the country part of the parifh 51 families; at
prefent there are 88. At thar time, and long after it, a great
partof the parifh lay unimproved and uninclofed, merely in a
Rate of nature.  All thefe lands are now improved, inclofed,
and parcelled out in fmall farms. In 1755, the return to Dr.
Webfter, amounted to 1091. I March, 1791, the popula-
tion of the parith of Renfrew, wasas follows:

Families in the parith - - - 373
Males - - - - - 8oo
Ferhales - - - - 828
Souls - - - - 1628

Families. Males. -Females. Souls.

Upon the north fide } 68 178 162 34;
of Clyde, there are

On the weft fide of } - - 67 143
White-Lart 5

In the country round } 20 66 & 132
the town

In the town 261 480 533 1013

Total 374 800 828 1628
Y3 Under
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Under 10 years of age - - - %
From 10 to 20 - - - - 286
—— 20 t0 §0 - - - - 716
—— 50t0 70 - - - 162
Above 70 * - - - - 7

Total 1628
Families married in the parith - - 268
Children of the marriage - - - 140t
Farmers in the parifh - - - 49
Servants - - - - 171
Seceders - - - - - 18
Looms - - - - 120
*Ale-houfes - - - - 19
Ploughs (principally of the Northumberland make) 40

Abfiradt of Baptifmsy Marriages, and Burials,

Years. Baptifms. Marriages. Burials.
1784 - 49 - 1o N 9
1785 - 55 - - 1 - = I
1786 - 40 - - 1o . = $
1787 - Go - 9 - - 1
1788 - 57 - 6 - - 20
1789 - 55 - 6 - - 0
1790 - 50 - 7 - - 3
1791 (to Sep. 14th) 58 - 12 - - q
' 424 67 144

Yearly aver. nearly 53 I 18
The

* Many of whom are above 80, and fome above go.
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The number of deaths, in the two laft years, was owing to
the natural fmall pox.

Rent, Proprictors, to'c.——The valued rent of the parifhis
L.362¢ Scots, the real rent probably more than L. 3000
Some of the lands in the parith are let at §s and 7s 6d. an
acte ; fome at 40s; and fome of the lands around the town,
at L.4 fterling. There are :0 heritors in the parith, and a
great number of portioners, poflefling what is called Burgher
lands, holding of the town. Three of the greater proprietors,
cither occafionally, or conftantly, refidein the parith. There
is neither a furgeon nor a writer refiding in it, a circumftance
which is not much to be regretted.

Crops.—The chief crops are oats, barley, wheat, and pota-
toes. There is alfo a confiderable quantity of clover and rye-
grafs fown every year, which, in general, anfwers extremely
well. Potatoes are a great crop, particularly round the town,
and there is a good market for them at Paifley. The foil is
exceedingly favourable for them, being a deep rich loam, upon
abed of fand: Seventy-two bolls of very fine potatocs, have
been produced on an acre.

Though the ground near the town has enjoyed no reft, in
the memory of the oldeft man living, yet ftill it bears good
crops of every kind. Theycropit, as long as the produce
is tolerable, then they trench it; and in this way they go
on.

Oats are fown in March or April,batleyin April or May,-
and wheat generally in October. The glebe laft year wag,fown
in November, after fallow, and the wheat on it was as early, and
as good as any in the country. In general, the wheat round
the town, and indeed in moft places of this country is fown

I after
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after potatoes. Such a rotation requires a good foil, potatoes
being a much feverer crop than moft people are aware of.
It is a certain fa&, that wheat, produced from fallow ground,
will always bring a better price, than wheat after pota-
tocs *.

Ecclefiaflical State.—The church was built in 1726, Itis
not very well conftruéted, nor is it fulficient to contain the
inhabitants of the parith. The king is patron.
The ftipend confifts of 12 chalders of meal, payed in money
by the college of Glafgow, according to the fiars of the Com-
miffariot of Hamilton and Campfie. The glebe is about four
acres ; and the whole living amounts to about L. 150 per az-

nsum.

Poor.—In confequence of an unfortunate mifunderftand-
ing, between the late incumbent and the heritors, the former
threw up all connexion with the management of the poor, and
theflatter chofe a treafurer of their own jand in this ftate matters

fill

* ‘There is no part of Scots agriculture more difficult to deter-
mine, than what crop fhould precede wheat, Fallow ought if
poffible to be avoided, as it is lofing a year. Wheat after tur-
nips (unlefs fpring wheat) is liable to the fame obje&ion, at leaft,
if the turnips are fuffered to come to perfe@ion. The crop of po-
tatoes being ready for gathering, when the wheat ought to be fown,
is a ftrong temptation to make the one follow the other; but po-
tatoes, inftead of enriching, rather exhault the foil, and make
the ground too loofe and open, which endangers the crop of wheat
during the frofts. Oats,—barley,—clover,—wheat, would per-
haps be the beft rotation where the ground was rich enough for
it.
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f1l continue. There, is, however, a good fund 4 the inte-
reft of which, together with the colle€tions at the church
doors, fhould be fufficient, with a little affiftance, to fupply
the poor of the parifh. But the opulent, who do not chufe to
attend divine fervice, fhould fend their mite regularly ro
the poor; otherwife people of inferior rank, maybe temp-
ted to imitate their example, not in abfenting themfelves
from the church, but in with-holding their contributions.

Mifcellaneous Obfervations.—~—There i3 no regular market
here, though butcher-meat can be had occafionally.
The average price of oat-meal, for fome years paft, has been
1s. per peck ;—potatoes 8 d. (double the meafure of Edin-
burgh) ;—mutton from 5d. to 8d. per pound;—beef from
§d. to 8d.—and hens 3s. a pair. Servants and day-labourers
wages are very high. There arc men now living, who,
when young, thought L.2:10.a year, great wages; and
now, a hired fervant by the year gets L. 10. Women remem-
ber, when they thought L. 1:10 a year, great wages; and
now they are L.2 a half year. Day-labourers now alive,
have wrought for 5d. and 6d. a day. A Day-labourers are
now fcarcé, and not to be got under 1s. 6d. a day; and ae
this moment, women are receiving 1s. 4d. a day, and rs. a day,
and their victuals.—Thirty or forty years ago, dung was
got for 6d. and 8d. a cart, and the proprietors courted the
farmer to take it away. The farmer, with difficulty, can
now procure it at 2s. 6d. and makes intereft to purchafe it
at that price. Horfes, that fome years ago were thought
extravagantly high at L. 18, now bring L. 30 and L. 35.

All the parifh is inclofed, and the farmers are abundantly
fenfible of the benefit of inclofures.———The charatter of
the people, is, on the whole, refpeQable. Many of them

are
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are extremely induftrious, careful, and diligent, in provding
for themfclves and their families. Drunkennefs is much kfs
-common than formerly. There are, however, too many
public-houfes in the town, (no lefs than 19, where one
would imagine, that fcarcely 3 could find employruent); and
thefe are found to be great promoters of idlenefs, and grst

encmieg to induftry.

| NUMBER
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NUMBER XV.

PARISH OF HAMILTON,,

(COUNTY OF LANARK.)

By Ma. Joun Naismrta, Authr of  Thoughts on
“ Various Subjetts of Induftry purfued after in Scow-
“ land.”

Name, Extent, Situation, and Boundaries.

THE parifh probably derives its prefent appellation from

the noble family of that name, though vague tradition
gives it a different origin. The whole diftri&t formerly feems
to have been called Cadzow. It is fituated in the centre of the
middle ward of the county of Lanark, and is the feat of the
preibytery which bears its name, fubje& to the fuperior jurif-
didion of the fynod of Glafgow and Ayr. It is almoft a fquare,
extending about fix miles, from north-eaft to fouth-weft, and
being about five miles from north-weft te fouth-eaft. The ri-
ver Clyde runsalong the eaft and north of the parith, forming
nearly the boundary, excepting in onc place, where a large
corner is cut off on the north fide of the river. The parithes
by which it is bounded are Dalziel and Cambufnethan op the
eaft, Dalferf and Stonhoufe on the fouth, Glafsford and
Blantire on the weft, and Bothwel on the north.

Vo, IL 4 Surface
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Surface and Soil.—Along the Clyde lic extenfive vallies of
a deep and fertile foil. Thence the land rifes gradually every-
where to the fouth-weft, to a confiderable height; in the
higheft parts being about 6oo feet above the level of the fea;
but without forming itfelf into any hill, or becoming remarka-
bly uneven. The foil of the rifing ground is moltly of a clay-
ith nature. The lower pairts of the afcent are tolerably fertile,
and well cultivated ; but from the nature of the foil and bot-
tom, the crops are feldom ecarly. The higheft parts often
produce {canty, and always late crops. The furface, nat being
broken by any great irregularities, the land is all arable,except
fome fteep banks by the fides of the rivers and braoks, a few
fwampy meadows in the upper part of the parith, and fuch
parts as arc covered with planting or natural woed, the ecx-
tent of which is ftill confiderable ; though much ground, for-
merly covered with wood, has been converted into corn-
fields. ‘

Rivers.—Defides the Clyde, already mentioned, a fmaller ri-
ver, called the Avon, which corhes from the fouth, and runs
near four miles through the patifh, empti¢s itfelf into the Clyde
near the town. The banks of the Avon, as it paffes through
the Duke of Hamilton’s park, are high and bold; and, being
covered with wood of various kinds, having different tints of
foliage, are extremely- piCturefque, forming a fine contraft
with the plains below. There are feveral other fmall ftreams,
the banks of which ar¢ well wooded in the low greund, but
-naked towdrds their fources in the upper country.

Salmon, traut, piké, perch, roach, lampreys, filver eels,
and fmall flounders, ate found in thefe ftreams and rivers bat
no kind of fith in grcat abundance, excepting the minnow.
The quantity of falmon, in particular, has much decreafed
of late years. The number of fry killed by anglers, the great

fithery
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fithery carried on, in the populous countty lower down the
Clyde, the deepening of the channel forimproving the navigas
tion from the fea to Glafgow, and the manufa&uring machi-
nery ereled on the river, are fuppofed to have difturbed and
deftroy:d the fith; and, by preventing them from getting regu-
larly to their fpawning ground, muft neceflatily have diminifh.
ed their numbers.  There is no regular market for any kind
of fith caught here; but of late, fome furplus falmon from
the Duke’s fithery have been fold, in the plentifil feafon, for -
2d. per pound avoirdupois, laft yearat 3d. and this year at 4d.
In deep ftill pools, are found a large bivalvular fhell-fith,
known here by the name of the horfe mufcle. They are not .
ufed as food, butin fome of them are found fmallpearls; fo
rarely, however, that they are fcarcely thought worth the fithe
ing for.

The rivers are not navigable here; but in great rains they
fwell to a confiderable height, and cover a great extent of the
low land; fometimes fweeping away the crops by the violence
of the inundaticn. On the 12th of March 1782; in particus
lar, the flood was near two fect higher than was ever remema
bered before; and the river rofe about 16 feet perpendicular,
above the ordinary level of low water, It overflowed a great
tralt of country, and appeared like an arm of the fea.

There are two bridges over the Clyde in this parifh; one of
anold ftanding, called Bothwel-bridge 3 famous for a fkirmith
in the reign of King Charles II. between a body of the Whigs,
and a party of the King’s army, in which the former were rous
ted with a great flayghter. The other was built immedi-
ately below the influx of Avon, under the authority of an a&
of parliament ; and was finithed in 1780.  Avon has alfo two
bridges ; one on the road through Hamilton towards Carlyle,
which was built before the 16th century; and ftrengthened and
enlarged, fo as to admit the paflage of wheel carriages, aboutthe

Z32 beginning
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beginning of the prefent century®; the other was built laft year,
principally for the accommodation of a gentleman in the
ncighbourhood.

Buildings—Hamilton houfe, the refidence of the duke of
that name, a large and well huilt pile, ftands on the upper
border of the great valley, lying weft of the conflux of
the two rivers. The modern part, which is by far the moft
confiderable, was built about the end of the laft century;
but part of thehoufe is of longer ftanding, bearing date
1591 This palace, (as it is fometimes called,) was at firft
built in the middle of the town, which formerly ftood cluf-
tering around it ; but the lower part having been gradually pur-
chafed, and pulled down, by the noble family above mention~
ed, for the extenfion and improvements of their pleafure
grounds, (as foon as the more fecure ftate of the country gave
them lefs occafion for the affiftance and proteétion of the inha-
bitants,) the town has fince ftretched to the fouth and weft, and
the palace is almoft left ftanding detached below it. The re-

mains

* The following tradition is handed down with refpe& to the
firft building of this bridge. Some controverted. point was to be
fettled by a plurality of voices, at a mecting of the clergy, to be
held at Hamilton, upon a certain day. A prieft who lived fouth-
ward from the town, had been very zealous on one fide of the con-
troverfy, and had prevailed with a great nutmber of the brethren in
his neighbourhooad, to join him in fupporting it. But on the day
fixed, when they came to the fide of the river, it was fwoln with
the rains beyond the poffibility of paffing, and the oppofite par-
ty carried the point ; at which, the prieft was fo much provoked,
that, being very rich, he immediately ordered a bridge to be built
at his own expence, that fuch a difappointment might not occur in
future. .
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wmains of the antient manor-houfe, called Cadzow-taftle,
which feems to have been deferted, after the injuries which it
fuffered by Regent Murray’s army, are ftill to be feen on the
weft bank of the Avon, in the middle of the great park, abous
amile from the town: And, on the oppofite fide of the fame
river, ftands a fhowy building, in imitation of a ruin, executed
from a defign of the elder Adams. It was built by the Duke of
Hamilton, about 1730, and is faid to have been intended as 2
reprefentation of the caftle of Chatelherault, in France, of
which his anceftors were dukes.—The town is very irregular-
ly built, fkirting around the bottom of a rifing ground, above
three quarters of a mile in length. It is a confiderable tho-
rough-fare, the roads from Glafgow to ‘England, and from
Edinburgh to Ayrthire, &c. pafling throughit. In the mid-
dle there is a prifon and town-houfe, built in 1643, contain-
ing a court, hall, &c. There are alfo convenient build-
ings for markets; in particular, one for butchers’ meat, which
isin general pretty well ftocked with the ordinary forts, at
their different feafons.

The parifh church is a handfome building, ere&ed in 1732,
inftead of an old one, which ftood hard by the palace. It
ftands upon the rifing ground above the town, and makes a
very good appearance. It was alfo defigned by Mr Adams. To-
wards the weft endof the town, there is alarge meeting-houfe,
built by the people who were unwilling to fubmit to the un-
limited exercife of patronage, in 1776 : And on the eaft fide,
amecting-houfe for the people of the Antiburgher perfuafion,
built in the year 1761; and lately repaired and enlarged.

Near the town-houfe, ftands an hofpital or alms-houfe,
built inftead of one which ftood in the lower part of the town,
now erazed, and was endowed by the noble family of Hamil-
ton, and other pious donors. It contains lodgings for eight
poor men, a hall for morning and evening prayers, befides

fom:
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fome fhops and rooms fet for the benefit of the funds. To the
weft, there is another hofpital, for four old men and theit fa
milies ; built and endowed in the year 1775, by William
Aikman, Efq. proprietot of an eftate in the parifh, and fome
time merchant in Leghorn.

It is difficult to-determine, at what period the town was
built. The lower part, which was certainly the oldeft, no
longer remains.  One houfe ftill ftanding, has date 1533, cut
over the gateway ; and parts of fome others are faid to be ftill
older. A writing among the town records, which bears to
have been prefented to the Court of Seffion, in 1580, fets
forth, that the % town was erected into a free burgh of baro
% ny by the king’s moft noble progenitors, in the year
“ 1456.” In 1548, Mary, Queen of Scotland, created ita
free royal burgh. But the rights and privileges thus acquired
from the Crown, were, after the Reftoration, refigned into
the hands of William and Ann, Duke @and Duchefs of Ha-
milton; who, in 1670, reftored to the community it#former
pofleflions, and erefted it into a * burgh of regality,” depens
dent on them and their fucceflors: and thus it has continued,
after fome inefleCtual ftruggles, to this time.

Airy Difeafes, {'c.—The air is generally reputed tolerably
dry and healthful Fogs are not frequent, and rains lefs fo
than at other places a few miles diftant; infomuch thatitisa
general complaint, in this and fome of the neighbouring parithe
s, that they are later in getting refrefhing fhowers, than moft
other parts of the country. This is one caufe of the latenefs
of the harvefts.  After the fummer folftice, the rains arc

commonly more copious; and during open weather in the

winter feafon, a great deal often-falls.
‘The water of many of the wells about the town is
2 . - - hard;




of Hamilion. 133

hard *; but ncither that, nor any thing in the air, is thought
to be injurious to the health of the inhabitants.—There is no
difeafe peculiar to the place. Colds, fevers of different kinds,
particularly flow nervous fevers, fluxes, fmall-pox, &c. pre-
vail herey at times, as in other places around. Inoculation
for the fomall-pox is pratifed, but the common people are not
reconcited to it. Seventy-five children were fwept away by
this difeafe in 1787. The ague, or any f{pecies of intermit-
ting fevers, is not known here, except with people who have
caught the difeafe in other countries, and are vifited with oce
cafional returns of it+. A good many people in this parifh
have arrived at a great age; feveral having died of late years
from go to above 100; particularly a man and his wife, the
one 106, and the other 102 : There are feveral above 8o now
living,

Cattle, Cultivationy and Produce.——A few years ago, the
principal part of the parith was occupied in tillage, and then
above 300 horfes were employed in cultivating the land, and
900 cows were kept, befides the young ftock of both kinds,
But the land being now moftly inclofed, fome farms are, at
times, turned into pafture for fattening, which diminithes the
number of horfes and milch-cows. There are 30 draught
horfes kept in the town, principally by carters, who ply for

hire ;

" * Thatis, tin&ured with fome mineral admixtures.

1 The fcurvy is almaft unknown, nor are any kind of cutancous
dileafes frequent, though oat-meal makes a great part of the food
of the people. Thofe, who are difpofed to feprobate the ufe of
this wholeforhe and nourithing Fund of fubfiftence, ought ta exa-
mine the healthy and blooming countenances of the people in this
“ountry, who feed on fcarcely anyother food, before they condema
the ufe of it ia tote.
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hire; 16 for the conveyance of travellers, and about 100 milche
cows for the ufe of the inhabitants. There are no fheep now
bred and kept in the parith, excepta few pets from different
Englifh breeds. But great numbers are annually bought in ,to
be fattened on the paftures, particularly thofe round the pa-
Iace of Hamilton, fometimes to the amount of 1700, or 18ce
in a feafon.

In this parifh, as well as in all the neighbouring ones, every
farmer formerly kept a few theep, which were of a kind more
domefticated and improved, than thofe now bred in the moun-
tains.  Their bodies were long and fquat made, their heads
eredt, having either fmall horns, or no horns at all, their legs
fhort, their faces and legs white, or flightly fprinkled with
black or brown fpots, their fleeces foft, and moftly of the
longeft kind of carding wool 5 their tails were not fo long as
thofe of the Englifh fince introduced, nor fo fhort as thofe of
the muirland fheep, but defcended almoft to the knee joint,
and feldom beléw it. Thefe fheep were conftantly attended
by a boy or girl during the day, whom they followed to and
from the pafture, and penned at night in a houfe called the
Bught, which had flits in the walls to admit the air, and was
fhut in with a hurdle door. In this houfe was 2 rack, into
which peafe-ftraw or foft hay was put, in winter, every even-
ing, and in ‘times of fnow, a few ftalks of unthrefhed peafe
or oats were added ; and the floor was littered from time to
time with dry ftraw, or turfs dried and piled up in fummer.
Thefe little flocks were the peculiar care of their owners. The
whole family was interefted in the bufinefs: for every child
claimed the property of a ewe-lamb, and its future progeny,
and an emulation prevailed among them, who fhould pofieis
the handfomeft, and moft valuable part of the flock. Hence,
after yeaning-time, the young were daily examined with the
greateft folicitude, and a hairy or fpotted fleece, a defeltive

habit
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habit of bady, an aukward fhape, horns too thick at the bot-
tom, or ftreaked with black, were blemithes which doomed
the animal irrevocably to the knife ; none being preferved for
ftock, but fuch as poffefled all the charalteriftics of beauty
and utility. In this manner were thefe fheep improved to
fuch a degree, that their wool was preferred to any then
known in the neighbouring markets. When inclofing with
hedges became frequent, the farmers were obliged to part
with thefe little flocks, which injured the young fences, and
gradually fold them off for flaughter; fo that no remains of
them can now be traced in this part of the country.

This parith produces wheat, oats, peafe, beans, barley,
hay, cheefe and butter, fome flax, and a good many pota-
toes. Wheat is fometimes fown after peafe and beans,  oats
or potatoes, but generally after fallow. The produce com-
noonly is from 40 to 70 Winchefter bufhels per Scots acre 3
but, in 1783, 84, and 85, the long fevere frofts in the fpring
deftroyed the young wheat, and, for fome years after, great-
ly difcouraged this branch of agriculture. The farmers, how-
every are again returned to their former practice of fowing this
grain, finding wheat a verybeneficial crop, whenit fucceeds. The
cultivation of it, however, does not anfwer well on the higher
grounds ; and, all over the neighbourhood, it meets with ob-
ftrutions from ihe autumnal rains ; by which the foil is fo
much foftened, as to be unfit for the reception of the feed, or
bearing working cattle to cover it in.

Formerly a canfiderable quantity of barley of an excellent
quality, was produced here, particularly in the lower parts of
the parifh; but the backward fprings, and cold inconftant
fummers, which have been prevalent for more than twenty
years paft, have been very unfavourable to the growth of that
plant, particularly, where the predominant foil is clay. Huf-
‘bandmen advanced in life, concur in aflesting, that the average

Vor. IL Aa v produce
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produce of barley is now fcarcely three fifths of what it was
in their younger dayss and the culture of it is almoft aban-

doned, except for cleaning and preparing the land for the
reception of artificial graffes. '
The greater part of the parith produces good peafe and
beans; thefeeds of which are, for the moft part, fown promif-
cuouly, the one or the other kind preponderating more or lefs,
as the cultivator apprehends the foil and circumftances of the
cafe may require. On the poorer land, peafe are fown alone:
and, in favourable feafons, a confiderable quantity of thefe kinds
of grain is produced and fent to market. But the late unfa-
vourable years have been much more produétive of ftraw than
of feed, and have tended greatly to difcourage the culture of
thefe plants *. Indeed there is no kind of crop, which more

frequently difappoints the cxpe&ation of the hufbandman.

Wheat and oats are now the grains on which the farmer
principally- depends. Wheat, coming forward early in the
{eafon, fills and ripens, while the days are long and the fun
powerful. Qats are of a very hard nature, and are brought to
maturity by a lefs degree of heat than the other ordinary field
crops require. It is remarkable, that in fome parts of this
. parith, where the foil was firm, and the land lay fheltered
from the high winds, which prevailed during the fammer of
that year, and loofened the roots of the corn in expofed pla-
ces, the oats were found to produce nearly as much meal, in
1790, as they ufed to do in the beft feafons ; though the ripen-
ing could fcarcely be faid to have commenced, till the mildwea-
v ther

* Some people, thinking they have obferved, that barley, peafe,
and beans have become lefs fuccefsful, as the culture of artificial
grafles has become more prevalent; attribute the failure of thele
kinds of grain to the introduétion of rye-grafs.
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ther came in, which fucceeded the avtumnal equinox. The
beft oats here produce 8 ftone, Dutch weight, of meal, from
8 boll of the ordinary meafure of the country ; enc boll and a
fourth of which, is nearly equal to the Englith quarter of 8
Winchefter buthels. The produce of an scre variea greatly,
according to the foil, the feafon, and other cicumitan-

ces.
Almoft every hufbandman cultivates potatoes; mot only for
the ufe of his family, but to feed his horfes and cowsy for
which they are found very beneficial. There aze alfo a good
many cultivated for fale. Artificers, inhabitants of the town
and villages, plant potatoes on {pots rented for one year, for
which they pay at the rate of from L.4 to L. 3 per acre;
and this they drefs at their leifure hours. The cultivation of po-
tatoes is advantageous. It puts the ground in good order for
the enfuing crop, whilft an acre, when ready for digging,
commonly fells at from L. 12 to L, 18. However, much of
the foil, in this parifh, being rather heavy for that root, the
culture of it does mot fucceed well in very wet, or very dry
feafons. Befides, every fort of {oil here, is injured by repeating
the culture of potatoes too frequently upon it. The plant itfelf,
al{o, is of Jate frequently infecd with a difeafe, particularyia
the lower grounds near the town, which proves very injurious.
After it begins torife, its leaves contra&t and fhrivel, and whea
that part of the ftalk, which is below the earth, is examined,
3 marrow groove, or longitudinal fcar, appears corroded
through the fine glofly rind; and, on that part, the pure
white is tinged with alight ochre colour; which tinge, when
the difeafe goes to a great height, is afterwards communicated
to the new roots. When thofe fymptoms appear, though the
plant praceeds ta produce flowers and apples, its growth is
ftunted, and fooner avex than that of a healthy plant; and,
when the difeafe is violent, the roots which it produces, are
Aa2 few

1
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few in number, fmall in fize, and not pleafant to the tafte;
This difeafe is not mentioned here, as fuppofing it peculiar to
the parith, which is the fubje@ of this defcription: Forit
feems, that it has been feverely felt in many.other parts in
Britain, and has occafioned various differtations, none of which
are faid to be fatisfaltory. But, asit is believed, that it was ob-
ferved to make its appearance about this town, before it was
known any where in the country immediately around it; and,
as it is an important article in the natural hiftory of this moft
wvaluable root, which has not yet been fully inveftigated ; this
hint may not be improper to excite more accurate inquiries cons
concerning its caufe and cure *.

The

* This difeafe firft made its appearance in the neighbourhood
sof Hamilton, about the.year 1770, or 1771, and has fince beep
gradually gaining ground, (mfomuch that people have fometimes
almoft intirely loft their crops, without knowing how that lofs
could have been prevented.  Many contradi@ory caufes have beea
affigned for this extraordinary phenomenon, all of them, perhaps,
conje&tural. The moft popular and plaufible, is, that the root
degenerates by being too long planted in a country, widely diffe-
rent from its native foil and climate ; and, that to prevent this evil,
it ought to be renovated, by obtaining new ones from the feed
contained in the apple. But waving all fpeculative reafoning on
the fubje&, one plain fa& is a fufficient objeétion to that hypothe.
fis; namely, that the difeafe never made its appearance till after
thofe renovated potatoes were introduced, and has increafed as
they have been multiplied. It muft, neverthelefs, be acknowledg
ed, that raifing new potatoes from the apple for feed has been of
confiderable fervice. They become fit to be difcriminated, and
cut into fets for feed the fecond year; and, when proper kindsare
chofen, and the other varicties, with which they are always accom-

panied,
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The culture of carrot, turnips, and cabbage, is fcarcely

pradtifed here, except in gardens.
Red, white, and yellow clover, rye-grafs, ribwort, Xc.
are cultivated here, for hay and pafture, and no perfon now
lays

panied, rcje@ed, they generally prove very fruitful for fome
ycars.

Whatever may be the caule of this difeafe, nothing can be dif-
covered in the parent root to give any indication of its being lodged
there, nordoes it appear, in fa&, to proceed from it. The browa
{car, above mentioned, breaks out always near the furface of the
carth, and is froquently three inches above the original Toot ; be-
fides, & healthy plant, and a difealed one, have beea frequently
found to {pring from contiguous eyes in the middle of the fame po.
tatoc ; and fometimes both a healthy, and a difeafed one from the
fame eye: Yet the producing germ feems to be in fome manner
contaminated ; for, potatoes, from different ftalks planted at the
fame time, in on ?ﬁgld, and undergoing the fame treatment, one of
them will produce healthy, and the other curled plants ; and when
the difeafe once appears among potatoes, if part of their produce is
ufed for feed, in the fubfequent feafon, a greater proportion of the
plants will be infe@ed every year, though thofe, fprung from dif-
eafed plants, have been reje&ed.

The difeafe firft made its appearance in rich ground, masuvred
with offals from the town ; and even potatoes, which prove healthy
on fuch land one year, are frequently much difeafed, though plaa-
ted on’other land, the year following.

Though the difeafe has fpread much fiace its firt appearance, it
has been confined to low lying lands, and has not yet reached any
place, in this part of the country, which lics more than 350 feet a-
bove the level of the fea; nor are plants fprung from potatoes
which grow in fuch places, fubje&® to it, cven in the low ground
fora year or two. Since this has been difcovered, it has proved the
bett antidote againft the growing evil.
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lays down land to reft, without fowing the feeds of fome of
thefe plants upon it. The produce of hay is from one to three
tons per acre, befides an after growth, which is generally paf-
tured on, or cut for green food, the autumn being feldom fa-
vourable for making it into hay. But red clover never continues
vigorous in the ground, for more than two years at the utmoft.
Of late, rye-grafs frequently dies after producing one crop,
and the other plants, above mentioned, diminifh in fize; fo that
after one crop of hay, the land is generally ufed in pafture.
The management of the dairy is fcarcely brought to fuch per-
~ feQion here, as in fome parifhes to the weftward; but there
are people who make cheefe and butter of a very good quality,
and the produce of a cow, well managed in that ‘way, will
yield about L. 4 per annum. The profits on fattening art
fluCtuating, and depend on the rife and fall of the markets
for lean and fat cattle: but fattening, being attended with lefs
trouble and expence than the conduct of the dairy, is preferred
by fome people, and, upon the whole, is frequently full as ad-
vantageous. It is farther to be obferved, that graziers here
. give a higher rent for pafture, when they are at liberty to feed
black cattle upon it, than when they are confined to pafture it
with fheep.

Little flax is fown, except for private ufe. At times, fome
people have made greater adventures, and put in for the pre-
miums offered by the Truftees, not always without fuccefs:
But the care and attention, requifite to make the culture of
flax advantageous, have never been regularly purfued in this
parith. Some of the farmers formerly fowed a little hemp,
which they afterwards made into ropes for domeftic ufe; but
their time being now taken up with other articles, that prac-
tice is laid afide.

'The modes of cultivation, and rotation of craps, are fo vari-
eus, that it is impoflible to give any idea of the average quantity

of
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of land, applied to any particular purpofe. For the like rea-
fons, it is equally difficult to afcertain the average amount of
the annual produce. 'When, from the viciflitudes which oc-
cur in human affairs, old paftures are converted into tillage,
the quantity of grain raifed is, neceflarily, more abundant for
atime; but it is believed, that, in general, the produce of
" the parifh will fcarcely yeild one half of its annual confumnp-
tion.

Some farmers have got different kinds of new invented
ploughs, and have them occafionally drawn by two horfes, and
worked by a plowman without an affiftant. But the Scots
plough, drawn by three or four horfes, is the moft common.
Some improvements have been lately made upon it ; and when
agreater or leflfer number of horfes are yoked, asthe refiftance
may require, it is found to make excellent work, and to fuit all
the various purpofes of hufbandryequallywell,and, according to
fome, rather better than any other. A good deal of land here is
dug with the fpade. This is done for 2§ or 268 per acre ; and,
when the work is properly done, the crop is found fully to an
fwer the additional expence.

The cultivation of the orchard has not been carried to fuch
a length, nor, perhaps, been fo fuccefsful, as in fome of the
neighbouring parithes. Probably both the bottom and the ex~
pofure are lefs favourable. However, there are 2 good many
little orchards in the lower parts, producing apples, pears,
plumbs, and cherries. In good feafons, they bear very good
and well-flavoured fruit ; but, upon the whole, this is a very
Precarious article of produce, fubje¢t to many injuries from
fpring-frofts, the depredations of caterpillars, fummer's
blights, &c. fo that there is fcarcely one year in three, in which
the orchards turn to good account. The feafons, of late,
have been particularly unfavourable. Confiderable quantitics

of
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of goofe-berries and currants, produced here, are fent to the
Glafgow market.

Foreft trees, of all kinds, capable of ftanding the climate
of Scotland, thrive in the lower parts of the parith. Some of
them attain to a great fize. On poor land, in high expofures,
the larix, fince it has been introduced, has thriven better
than any other. Nexttoit, is the Scots fir. Scarcely anyo-
ther kind of wood has fucceeded in the high ground except
the birch. At the fame time, the beech, the ath, and the
plane, will ftand the fevereft expofure, when they have a fui-
ficient depth of dry foil.

It has been already ftated, that the parifh is moftly inclofed,
that isto {ay, the fields are in general furrounded with earthen
" mounds dug out of a trench, in the face of which, a row of
white thorn has been planted : But it is a rare thing, excepting
in the beft {oils and moft fheltered places, to find the length
of fifty yards together of fufficient fence, and in many places
there are not ten yardsin fifty. The thorns, when the foil, i
which they are planted, is in any degree tolerable, make
thoots for a few years; but the bank of hard unprodullire
earth, to which they are confined, affording them little nous
rithment, and, at the fame time, fecluding them from the be-
neficial influences of the fun and air, they become ftunted,
and, at length, are fmothered up, in many places, with 2
eoat of fhaggy gray mofs growing all over them. The defir
eiency requires to be perpetually made up by repeated fupplies
of dead fence:  Much of the under foil in this parifh is, no
doubt, unfriendly to the growth of quickfet hedges, but pro-
bably the ranner of planting is not lefs unfavourable. Hed-
ges planted on the top of a bank, of the beft foil, gathered from
the furface, generally fucceed better, and it is only in that
fituation, that quickfet hedges continue to be permancnt

2 : fencess
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fences, where the foil is thin, and the bottom retentive of
water.

Upon the whole, this parifh is rather a beautiful than a fer-
tile country, and cultivation has been more fuccefsful in en~
riching the' fcenery, than in multiplying the annual produc-
tions. Not that the land is incapable of improvement : for
there are feveral fpots, particularly fuch as have been in the
pofieflion of fmall proprietors, which have been rendered
more than doubly produtive, in the courfe of the laft thity
years. Nor arc the hufbandmen deficient in induftry, or a
difpofition to labour: But a variety of adverfe contingcncies
has difappointed the good effes, which fuch difpofitions
might have produced. Villages have been demolithed, and
land, which formerly gave fufficient employment to three
or four families, has been put into the poffeffion of one man.
Rents have been raifed, in fome inftances, beyond what the
ability of the tenants could pay, who have thus been made
bankrupt, driven from their farms, and fucceeded l;y others,
no better qualified than the former poffefiors. From thefe and
other circumftances, which would take too much time here to
enumerate, agricultural flock hasbeen diffipated, and the num-
bers, the energy and enterprife of hufbandmen neccflarily
diminifhed. Thus, the improvement of a country, which,
from the nature of its foil and climate, requires the moft vigo~
rous exertions, and the moft vigilant attention to cultivate
it to the beft advantage, has been greatly impeded.

The rent of land, at a diftance from the town, let in leafe
for 19 years, is from § or 6s to a guinea peracre. Good land,
near the town, -islet from L. 3 to L. §; and there are inftan<
ces of rich land, which had been long in pafture or highly ma-
nured, being let, for a (hort fpace of time, from L. 5 to L. 8,
for raifing wheat and other grains.

© Vou. II, Bb Feffin
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Foffils.~—Coal is found in this parith, as well as in all the’
* neighbouring country, and ftill continues to be wroughtin the
Duke of Hamilton’s property. But the greateft part.of the coal,
confumed here, is brought from the neighbouring parifhes, and
is delivered at the town for about gs per ton. Thirty years ago,
it was not above half that price. Lime abounds} inthe upper
part of the-parifh ; and in one place, hasbeen wrought fora
century paft. In the lime-works are found, bivalvular and
fpiral fhells, refembling fmall fea fhells; and, in a thin
bed of clay, which is fometimes found abovethe lime, there are
many of thefe fhells, fome of them fo minute, as fcarcely w0
be difcerned by the naked eye. Birs of fmall petrified fticks
are.alfo found above the lime, fo hard as to ftrike fire; and
yet the component parts fo diftin&ly preferved, that the bark,
the different years growth of the wood, and the pith, can be
eafily diftinguifhed. Free-ftone, moftly foft, and of a reddith
colour, abounds almoft every where; but in fome places it is
whiteand firm.—The higheft land in the fouth-weft part of the
parith, has a great ridge of whin ftone rock. Iron ftone is fre-
quently to be met with; and the water of different {prings is
ftrongly tin€tured with the ore of that metal ; but none of
thefe haye obtained any great degree of fame in the cure of
difcafes. There are feveral petrifying or encrufting {prings,
iffluing from the rocks; which, when they fall upon mcfs,
make an encruftation around its filaments, and form thofe f: n-
taftic figures which are kept in the cabinets of the curious.
Beds of fullers’ and potters’ earth are found in different places ;
and, in ane patt, a very pure yellow ochre, in confiderable
quantitics. A

Population.~——From a minute enumeration of the inhabi-
tants, taken in 1591, it appears, therq are 954 families
in
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in the town, and palace of Hamilton. The number of fouls
is as follows, viz. ] ’

Males 10 years of age, and upwards - 3198 )

under ten - 436

) — 1634
Females 10 years of age, and upwards - 1508
under ten - 459

— 1967

Souls in the town - . 360t

The families in the country partofthe parifh are
298, contaiming, .
Males of 10 years, and upwards - s16

under ten - 153
+ M _669
Females above 10 - - 5§74
e under 10 - - 193
747
v — 1416
* "
Total fouls in the parith - - so17

Thereare about 48 farmers in the parith, befides a number
of occupiers of {mall fpots, many of whom have fome other
employment, and above 42 perfons employed in the coal and
lime-works. ’

The people here are very inattentive to the regiftering of .
their children’s births; fo that no authentic information can be
obtained refpeting that fubje¢t : But the number of marria-
ges is better afcertained, amounting, at an average of the laft
three years, to 36. By an account of deaths, kept by the parith
grave-digger, ‘the mortality for the three laft years, is as fol-

- Bb2 low
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lows: In 1788,—91, in 1789,—120¢, and in 1790, (which
was a year uncommonly fatal, an epidemical nervous fever hav-
ing raged for fome months,) 167. The annual average of
thefe three years, is 126, to which, about 10 muft be added,
fuppofed to be carried annually to other burying grounds,
" making in all 136; fo that, about 1 in 37 dic yearly.

. The only enumeration-of the parifh at any former period,
which can now be traced, is that trarfmitted to Dr Webfter,
about the year 175§, which makes the number of fouls at that
time 3815. Hence, the increafe of population in the laft 40
vears, is 1202. It is probable, that this is the real progreffive
ftate of the population of this diftri®.  There is no doubt,
. thatjthe numbers, in the country part of the parifh, have dimis
nifhed confiderably fince that period : for, though{new houfes
have been built jn feveral places, yet there were then four or
five villages, containing a good number of inhabitants, in
which, there now are very few. The town, however, has
grcitly increafed, particularly of late. An exa& lift of all the
families in it, was taken in the year 1782, and amounted only
to 80s, and, fuppofing the avemge number in each family to
be in the fame proportion as at prefent, (little more than 33§,)
the increafe in the laft nine years, is about §64, and in that
time, the country part of the parifh has continued nearly the
fame. '

It will be obvious, that there is a confiderable change of the
ftate of the place, by taking a comparative view of it at diffe-
rent periods. Thirty years ago, there were not more than ¢
or 10 carpenters and joiners of all kinds in the parifh, and fome
of thefe, at times, not very well employed. There are now
about . in the town of Hamilton, alone. Three or four bak-
ers baked all the bread for this, and the neighbouring parithes:
There are now 18 bakers, mafters and affiftants, in this place,
befides many ovens and bakers in the ncighbourhood. At the

fisft
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firft period there were ot move than 250 weaydts'{ooms in the
parith : there are now 45a. ‘Thefe, witbout earrying.the comp-
parifon faxshey, wilt evidently fhow g.confiderable increafe of
population and induftry. . e
There are 5 praltitioners of medicine in the townjand fix at-
torneys; three common brewess; and one diftillér, who con-
fames much more grain than 411 the brewers. Al of them obtain ¢
the greater spart of their marials from other di@ri®s. “Thereis |

no kfs 2 number, thaa 66 houfes for retailing kquors, befides !
thofe which are unlicenfed. » » >

Manyufastures.——When indufry began o flourith in Scot- |
land, it was generally expeted that Hymiltgn, from the exér-
tions, which the. inhabitants had already made in all the « .4
branches of domeftic induftry,——from the plenty and cheap-
nefs of fuel,—from its fine ftreams of water,—from its eafly
communication with all the neighbouring diftrits,—~from its
vicinity to Glafgow, on the onc hand, and an extenfive corn
country, on the other ;—and its exemption from the dilturb-
ances of eleCtion politics, wouldhave made great progrefsin ma-

nufaures. It has, however, fallen far fhort of thefe expecta- : @
tions. Paifley and Kilmarnock, which, fifty years ago, weremot .. °
more confiderable, and are not poflefled of any viGible fupetio-, )

rity inregard to local advantages, have now become large opu- *
lent towns, while this place fill continues comparatively incon-.
fiderable. The people, howerver, are occupied in manufalures
of varions kinds.  All kinds of cabinet and carpenter work are
executed here, not only for the ufe of the inhabitants, but for
others at a confiderable diftance. The tanning and dreffing of *
lzather is carried on to a confiderable extent ; and great quanti-
ties of {kins, for that manufalure, are brought from Glafgo¥,
and even from Ireland. A good deal of dreffed leather is
now fent o London, whence formerly much of what was ufed

. here
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\vas brought Saddlery is carried on to fome qtcnt. Thctc is al
fo agreat marmfa&urc for fhoes, and 120 ihoemahers are em-
pkrd in ity ‘Whoy befides making’ thas article for the péople
in the neighbourhood, mgnufature different kindsfor expor-
mmn The candles made here, havclong‘hada great charace
‘ter'; and one. famnly in partioular, has carried o that bufinefs
_with rcputanon and fuccefs, for four fucceflivs generatigns.
- But .the yprineipal manufaltdre is, weaving, which hay

7 loug bgenfolldwed here {o fome extdnt, and has of late greatly:

increafe®.  Befidey the loams abgte mentioned, there ard 24
ﬁockmg framess c!ucﬂy employed by the Glafgow manufac-
turcrs A fmall mafufaGture of thréad lace has long been car-
yied on -here. At an ‘easly period, it ‘'was the occupation
of rgoodummy wogaen 3 bute, frdln the fuctuation of fafthion,

. .,it had faen greatly into difufe. Fathion agaln revived the,

* Qemand; and the !au: Dachefs of Hamilton, afterwards of
Argyle, found ftill fome lacesworkers remaining, to wham
her own demand,jand that of thofe who followed her example,
gave employment. To théfe, her Grace added 12 orphan
girls, who werg cloithed, maintained, and taught at her ex-
pence. Others learned the art$ amd, while the demand laft-
ed, the manufacture employed a good many hands. Thougli
the sumber}is again diminifhed, there are ftill above 40 at the

- byfifiefs, who make handfome laces of different patterns, be-

*fides thofe who work “occafionally for themfelves, or 'their

. friends. Perhaps, 'under the patronage of the prefent refpec-
.'table Duchefs, the manufatufe of Hzmxltogx lace may again

become as flourifhing as ever.  But the principal employment
of the women of this parifh has long been the fpinding of
Yinen yarn; packs of which were colle€ed and fent to England,

.about the beginning of this century, befides what was made mto

cloth at home. So late as the year 1750, large parcels of yara
were fent fram Hamilton to the north of Ireland ; but the Irith
‘ ’ have
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have ﬁnee lame& to uq]se good pm, to fupply theifown de- *
mnds; apd the mannfa&ure at home has confumed all the
yarn, made in this nﬂghbourhood

The ftate of manufa&ures hag, of late, undergone conﬁdc-
rable altcratu)m. Formcrlv,, almoft all the weavers manu-
fa&und linen only, and eiher employed :}\cmfelvcs, or de- .
rived their employment fygm others on the fpot. Now they get
employment from the great manufaurers in Glafgow,&c. and |
-cotton yarn is the principal material. Young women, whg -
were formerly put to the fpinning-wheel, now lcara to flower .
muflin, and apply to the agents of the fame. manufa&turers for
employment, On the other pand, ths greateft pumber of the
fhoc-makers formerly detived their emplayment from the .
Glafgow manufalturers: Whereas now the fhoe-makers of
this, and great numbers in the neighbouring parifhes, ang em-
pluyed by dealers in this town. Some people here are now
beginning to attempt the manufature of thread. -

Charaéter.—The people of this place have lomg had the
charafter of being affable, courtcous, and humane ; and are
diftinguifhed for eafy, fociable, and accommodating manngrs.
But the moft leading feature in their general chayaller, is a
kind of - fportive humour, breaking out in little fallizs of fancy, -
as often as cpportunities occur. ‘This bhas frequently thown
itfelf in whimfical rthymes, fquibs and pafquinades on all occa-
fions; in giving people addiuonal names, adapted to their.
difpofitions, or fome remarkable occurrence in their lives, and
in conteft for fuperiority i converfation, and repartee. They
are alfo faid to have been rather addidted to the pleafures of
the botsle.  The manners of the people, upon the whole,
however, long continued to be decent and refpectable. Mo~
tal or intelleCtual delinquency \‘\.'crc the objeéts, at which ridis
cuic was generally pointed. ‘Their moft ufual beverage was

a
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a lively malt liquor, of moderate ftrength ; which was thought
to be well made here, as long as the mature of the excife permit-
ted it. Their convivial meetings, were, of courfe, rarely aitend-
ed with riot, or extravagant debauch. The better fort retained 2
relpe&t for order and propriety 3 the inferior ranks were fub-
miffive to authority, and refpe@ful to their fuperiors; anef-
teem for virtue, a juft regard to the peace and property of o-
thers, and an unambitious contented fpirit, gencrally prevail-
ed. The beautiful tints of this pleafing piture are now fome-
what defaced.  Decency is too often the butt of fcorn ; and it
is the beft zeft of a frolic, that it is attended with mifchief to
the inoffenfive.  Whitky, whiclr inflames its votaries with fu-
1y, or debafes them into the grofleft flupidity, is become 2
common beverage ; and people too often forget every fenfe of
duty, when indulging the bewitching draught. Even women of
the lower ranks are not athamed, as often as they have an op-
portunity, to drink it to intcxication. The changes in the
ftate of our manufactures, which have been above adverted
to, having removed the intermediate gradations in the fcale of
focicty, operative people, deprived of the profpet of advan-
cing a ftep higher, have loft that incentive to economy and in-
duftry : nor has the eye of the employer, at a diftance, and
almoft unknown, any influence as a reftraint on their behavi-
our. ‘The young artizan, having finifhed his fhort appentice
fhip, finds himfelf mafter of his condut and of his earnings,
before he has attained difcretion to manage them ; and, yicld-
ing to bad example, unthinkingly plunges into folly and difli-
pation. Thus are the {ocial and domeftic duties 100 often ne-
gle&ted, by thofe, whofe exiftence depends upon their applica-
tion to labour. Habits of lazinefs gain ground ; and a day of
idlenefs or riot is fometimes clofed by a night, cither employ-
ed in wanton mifchief, or in fupplying the dcficiency of in-

3 duftry
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duftry by pillage ; fo that no kind of property, which is necef-
farily expofed to depredation, is any longer fafe.

Amidft this general diffolution of manners, the peopl¢ of
Hamilton may be rather faid to be deficient in virtue, than de~
termined in vice. Their irregularities appear rather to pro-
ceed from thoughtlefsnefs, than confirmed depravity. Some
traces of their antient humanity may be ftill difcovered on dif-
ferent occafions. Though petry breaches of juftice and good
order are frequent, atrocious deeds of cruelty and wickednefs
are not known. 1In the courfe of forty years, no perfon has
been accufed of murder: Robbery and houfe-breaking have
very feldom been committed ; and there is no inftance of any
individual, during his refidence in the parith, having been con-
victed of fuch crimes. Much has been faid of the happy influ-
ence of Sunday fchools in other places. If there were people
of wealth and influence heartily difpofed to ftrengthen virtue,
to encourage good behaviour, and to difcountenance vice and
irregularity, by eftablifbing that inftitution here, in order to
refcuc the children of diffolute parents, from the danger of bad
habits, to inftruét them in the principles of religion, and a
courfe of fobricty and induftry, .it is probable, they might be
the happy means of reftoring and improving the morals of all

 the people In this populous diftrict.

The young men of this parifh have always fhown a great ar-
dour for a military life. A popular recruiting officer never
comes to the place, in time of war, without making great le-
vies. In the year 1778, above fixty enlifted in the regiment
raifed by the Duke of Hamilton, befides fome who entered with
other corps. The women have fhown little lefs eagernefs to
i})llow the camp, a good many always going off, with every par-
ty of the military, who have been quartered here.

Eminent Men.——The late Dr William Cullen, whofe me-
Vor. IL Cc mory
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mory is fo much and fo juftly celebrated, was born here ; and
received the firlt part of his education under Mr Brifbane, at
the grammar fchool of this town. There are people here,
who remember him at fchool; and faw him in girls clothes,
adling the part of a fhepherdefs, in a Latin paftoral. Here he
alfo fettled for fometime as a furgeon 3 and was chofen one of
the magiftrates. Captain James Gilchrift, of the navy, who
was defervedly accounted one of the braveft, and moft fkilful
naval officers, that ever Great Britain faw, was alfo born in
this parith; and being at length difabled by a wound, which he
received, bravely fighting in the caufe of his country, fpent
the latter part of his life, in the improvement of his property in
this neighbourhood. Nor ought Mr John Miller, now pro-
feflor of law in the Univerfity of Glafgow, to be omitted,
whofe abilities as a teacher, and whofe merit as an author, are
fo well known to'the public.

Ecclefiaftical State.~—The Duke of Hamilton is patron. —
There are two minifters.. To the firft charge is annexed, a
ftipend of 8 chalders of vi€tual, and L. 41:13:4 in money,
befides L. 20 for the glebe, (which is now included in the
Duke of Hamilton’s pleafure ground,) and, a certain fum an-
nually by way of rent for the minifter’s houfe and garden, there
being no manfe built. The fecond living is 6 chalders of
meal, and L.33:6:8 in money, with a free houfe and gar-
den; but there is no glebe attached ta it. The diffenters are
pretty numerous. 'The moft populaus fect is that of the Re-
lief ; who pay their clergyman about L. 100 a year. There
are, under his miniftry, about 874 perfons of all ages belong-
ing to this parifa. The Antiburgher congregation is morg
widely difperfed, the circumftances of the people lefs affluent,
and the provifion of the clergyman more fcanty. There are
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250 people of this parith, arrived to the years of difcretion,
who join him. The Macmillan fe&, who profefs an adherenceto
the pure tenets of the Prefbyterian reformed religion, as efta-
blithed in Scotland in the time of Charles I. have upwards of
6o in this parith, who attend a meeting houfe in the neigh-
bourhood. The Independents, who maintain an affeionate
brotherhood together, and difpenfe religious ordinances gra-
tuitoufly by turns, without the ceremony of clerical invefti-
ture, have a fociety confifting of nearly 50, and a large room
in the town, properly fitted up for performing divine fervice.
There are three Anabaptifts. All the reft of the inhabitants
are either of the Eftablifhed church, or attach themfelves to
no particular fect.

Schools.~——There is a large hall for a2 grammar fchool 3
which has had, for a long time paft, a good reputation; and,
befides the youth of the place, a great many boarders from a
diftance, have been educated at it. About 22 years ago, ano-
ther fchool-mafter was eftablifhed to teach Englith, writing,
arithmetic, &c. to whofe falary the emoluments of precentor
and fefhion-clerk have been added ; together with the intereft
of L. 100, left by Mr James Naifmith, for the education of
poor children in the parith. Ann, Duchefs of Hamilton, in the
beginning of this century, mortified 2060 merks Scots, under
the management of the church feflion, for four fmall falaries to
fchool-mafters, in the diftant villages of the parith. Two of
thefe are ftill continued : the reft, from the decay of the vil-
lages, are dropt, and the money applied to other pious ufes.
Befides thefe, there are always feveral private fchools; the
tcfchets of which, have no other income, but the emoluments
from their refpe&ive fcholars.

Cc2 Poor.



204 Statiftical Account

Poor.—The regular provifion for the poor of this parith is
very liberal *, in addition to a variety of incidental gifts, from
known and unkrown hands, which are fometimes confidera-
ble. The family of Hamilton give very handfome donations

and
® The old hofpital, already mentioned, fupports 8 old
men ; 6 of whom always belong to this parith; and
the annual fupport of each being about L. 4:15,
makes for the fix - - - L.28 10 ©
Salary of their chaphin, generally one of the num.
ber - - . 1 00

The rent of their lodgmg, fuppofed - - 5 06
Mr Aikman’s Hofpital, 4 men, whofe maintenance and

cloathing, with fome money from the funds, diftri-

buted among indigent houfcholders, amount to 30 o ©
The rent of their houfes and gardens, at leatworth 6 © o
‘Mr John Rae, and a few other well-difpofed people,

formerly inbabitants, mortified money to the care

of the Town Council, the intereft of which, ap-

pointed for the relief of poor houfcholders, amounts

to - - - - = - 934
From the mortification of Mr John Robertfon, a native

of Hamilton, and fometime fheriff-clerk of Lanark,

8 poor men receive L. 3 each -. - 24 oo
Mifs Chriftian Allan, who died in 1785, bequeathed,
. to the care of the church feffion, for behoof of the

poor, L. 5o, the intereft of which is - - 210 ©
Annual average of colle&ions at the church door, &c.

for the laft 4 years - - - 23 79
Profit arifing from the palls at burials lent for the bene-

fit of the poor, on average per anmum - - 1914 1
Poors rates levied, one half on lapd, the other on houfe-

holdes3 - - - - 200 0 ©

L.348 6 ¢
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and there are alfo feveral indigent perfons, who receive weck-
Iy penfions from the fame quarter.

About the year 1750, the inhabitants, in order to puta
ftop to begging, and to give more regular relief to_the modeft
poor,-affefled themfelves in the payment of annual poors rates,
the amount of which was then about L. 100. With this,
and the other funds, all the poor, (then upwards of 50,)
were decently {upported, and begging, for a time, ftrittly
prohibited.—Towards the year 1770, the number of poor on
the lift was 79, and the annual amount of the rates L. 162.
Claimants for public charity, however, becoming ftill more
numerous, and more clamorous, the lit was afterwards in-
creafed to 115, and the annual rates to L. 230. But the he-
ritors and church feflion, who adminifter thefe funds, alarm-
ed at the growing burden, havebecome more cautious of admit-
ting people on the lift, and the poors rates are now reduced to
about L. 200.

Befides the common funds, for the fupport of the poor,
there are tea charitable focieties, formed by people of different
occupations and, profeflions, for the relief of any of their re-
fpeQtive members, who may fall into diftrefs. The moft im-
portant of thefe are the weavers ; who compofe two focicties,
called the old and the new box. Thefe have been of confide-

rable fervice, particularly the laft, which has eftablithed very

wife regulations, for the management of its funds and gives
to cach of its members, while on a bed of ficknefs, 3s week-
ly, and when in a ftate of convalefcence, but unable to work,
28. It will be needlefs to dwell here, on what has been fre-
quently and very properly obferved, refpeling the many be-
neficial confequences, that would accrue both to the public,
and to individuals, if fuch {ocieties were more univerfal. To be
in the habit of contributing, in health and profperity, a fmall
pittance, not only for relieving the wants, and foothing the

2 adverfity
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adverfity of friends and neighbours, but as a provifion againft
the day of affliction, which too furely awaits the contributor
himfelf, muft certainly give the moft pleafing reflections, and
tend greatly to cherith that honeft pride and manly indepen-
dence df mind, which enables people to be ufeful in the low-
eft ftations, and to ftruggle fuccefsfully with all the various
difficulties of human life. This too, would be a proper field
for the rich and.the benevolent to exercife their charity.
Their bounty, thus beftowed, would alleviate the diftrefs, and
would promote the comfort of the moft ufeful members of fo-
ciety, without debafing them into the abjet condition of beg-
gars. It is a melancholy confideration, therefore, that thofe |
affociations are fo much difregarded. Of all the weavers in
this parifh, there are only 6o contributors to the firft of the
above mentioned boxes, and 120 to the fecond, fome of wham
are contributors to both, and fome not really of the profeffion.
The greateft part of the reft, either wafte away their time in
idlenefs, or fpend their earnings in drinking, thoughtlefs of
the evil day, and regardlefs of futurity.

Hence, notwithftanding all the provifions for the poor, to
which, if the alms privately beftowed, were added, the fum
would exceed L. §oo a year, the condition of many of themis
very wretched ; and the demands, upon the public charity,
_ are always greater than it can fatisfy. ‘When the people once
come to admit, that the fruits of their induftry are unequal to
their wants, they are difpofed to lay it afide entirely ; and eve-
ry one, aggravating his own diftrefes, thinks himfelf cn-
titled to a larger fhare of the public funds than another, and is
proportionally importunate for afliftance. The great misfor-
tune is, that their economy too often relaxes along with their
induftry ; and the poor pittance beftowed for providing necef-
faries, is laid out in the only luxury within their reach. The
plenty and the cheapnefs of whifky, and the great number of

houfes
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houfes allowed to retail it, is an irrefiftible temptation to people
of this defcription, and conf{umes a confiderable part of the
weekly charity. What a fatal policy is it not in any govern-
ment, to encourage a manufacture fo peculiarly deftruQive,
for the fake of converting a fmall proportion of the profit de-
rived from it, into revenue?

Such difpofitions among the lower ranks occafion alfo a
great many beggars, who ftroll about exalting contributions
from the compaffion of individuals, their demands not being fa-
tisfied in the diftribution of the charitable funds. But the num-
ber of beggars, belonging to this parifh, is trifling, compared to
the crowds of vagrants of every defcription, who fwarm from
the populous towns around, and fpread over the country, beg-
ging, cheating, fwindling, or ftealing, as beft fuits their pur-
pofe. And here, as in other places, they have feveral infa-
mous' haunts, to which they refort for lodging, difpofc of
their booty, and fpend their finifter gettings in the groffeft
riot and debauch: and, asfoon as thefe are exhaufted, they a-
gain iffue forth to praltice every art upon the public, which
unprincipled ingenuity, ftimulated by want, can devife.
How worthy would it not be of the generous exertions of pa-
triotic {pirits, to find means of reftraining thefe infidious depre-
dations, and turning the a&tivity and addrefs of vagrants \o
more innocent and ufeful purpofes !

State of Property.—The whole valued rent of this parifh, is
L.9377 Scots. The Duke of Hamilton is propricetor of more
than the half, and the remainder is held of him in feu. There
are nine proprietors of eftates, from L. 400 to L. 100 of valu-
ed rent,—twenty from L. 100 to L. 20,—and a good many
fmaller properties. The Duke has his principal refidence here ;
and almoft all the other heritors of the parith are refidenters
init, :

Antiquities.
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Antiguities and Curigfities.—Befides the caftle of Cadzow,
already mentioned, the veftiges of a few others are ftill to be
feen in the parifh, probably the feats of fome of the leffer ba
tons, in the middle ages ; but tradition has not handed down |
any thing refpeQting them, which deferves to be recorded.
Near the middle of the parifh, is a Roman tumulus, which |
has been of confiderable extent. About 20 years ago, one fide
of it was broken into, and a good many urns found, contaimn-
ing the afhes of human bones, fome them accompanied with
the tooth of a horfe. There was no infcription feen; but
~ fome of the urns, which were all of baked earth, were plain,
others decorated with moulding, probably to diftinguifh the
quality of the deceaft. The old oaks in the Duke of Hamil-
ton’s park, have always been regarded as a curiofity. They
have, no doubt, been very majeftic trees, fome of them mea-
furing upwards of 27 feet round. They ftood irregularly ata
confiderable diftance from one another, covering a confiders-
ble extent of prerty plain ground ; and feem to be the laft re-
mains of thofe antient forefts, which, in former times, over-
fprcad the country. They have been much diminifhed in
point of number, in the courfe of the prefent century ; many
of them having been cut, many having fallen down, and ma-
ny of thofe that remain, having loft their tops and fine fpread-
ing boughs, are now only mutilated trunks, covered with
fhort fcrubby branches, ftill exhibiting the melancholy remains
of their former grandeur. Among thefe venerable trees, graz-
ed the wild cows, mentioned by naturalifts as-an untamed nz
tive breed. They feemed to differ in nothing from the domef-
tic kind, excepting that they were all over white, with black
or brown ears and muzzles; and, from their manner of life,
very fhy, and even fierce, when they had not room to fly. They
were exterminated, from economical motives, about the year

1760. Here, alfo, the Duke of Hamilton has a park well
ftocked
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ftocked with fallow deer.——Barncluith, a pleafant litile fpot.
upon the bank of Avon, at a north corner of the Duke’s great
park, has been much reforted to by ftrangers. It is a houfe
on the top of a bold bank, with terrace walks cut out of the
rock, one under another, defcending towards the river, fups
ported by high walls, covered with fruit trees of different
kinds. Evergreens of various thapes ftood along thefe walks.
On favourable points were built little handfome pavilions ; and
a jett d’eau, in the middle of a bafon, fpouted the water to a
confiderable height. “This fpot commanded the profpe of the
fine wooded banks of Avon, rifing like a vaft amphitheatre,
with here and there fome prominent rocky cliffs, pufhing out
their bold heads, the tops of the antient oaks, fome beautiful
peeps into the open fields, and the water rolling below ; fo
that every change of place furnifhed the view of new and de-
lightful objeéts. Thefe works are now fallen greatly into des
cay ; and the tafte for this artificial fpecies of gardening hav-
ing become lefs fafhionable, the place is not now held in fo
much repute. But while the proprietor, who planned and ex-
ecuted them, is remembered, the fpot will always be regarded
with refpet. He was of the family of the Hamiltons of
Pancaitland, a very ftudious and learned man, particularly a
great adept in mathematics, and the curious mechanic arts;
and, at the fame time, a man of great benevolence of heart.
He is faid to have executed the works above mentioned, prin.
cipally with a view to ‘give bread to the poor, in the time of
the famine, which happened towards the end of the laft cen-
tury. —~The old church, which ftood hard by the palace,
was a venerable Gothic pile, fome parts of which were highly
ornamented in that tafte. It is now all pulled down, except
the aifle, which covers the family burying vault. ‘Where
the lower part of the town formerly ftood, is a fquare column
of ftone, about fix feet high, very rudely cut, without either

Vou. IL o Dd date
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datg or infcription, haying only wpon the fide of it a number of
circles, infcribed within one another, of a very rough fculpture.
t was probably fet up in the antient market place, as a badge
of municipal jurifdiGtion. Of the fame natyre, was 3 tall
wooden poft, with two crofs arms affixed to it, and an iren
collar, for encircling the necks of offenders, called the Jougs,
fufpended by a cham at the fide of it, which flood on a flone
pedeftal in a public part of the prefent town *. It was callod
the Trose, and goods fold in the public market were weighed
atit. It was taken dawn abont ten years ago, being thought
an incumbrance on the ftroct.

Mifeellaneous Remasks.— I'he Soottith dialeét is fpoken here
with very litthe provincial peculiarity. The names of moft ple
ces are derived from that language; but a few have a Celtic os
rigin, fuch as Kaxmock or Farmogg, the old fon’s pofieflion,
Doarn, gaber, the houfe or village between the waters, &c.or
The wild quadrupeds here are the, fame as in the neighbouwring
country ; neither are there any uncommon birds. Eagles are
feldom feen. Rooks abound greatly, and age very imjurious
to the hufbandman. It may be obferved, that the bulfinch,
which is faid te be a new bird in Scotland, is known to have
hatched in this parifh, moxe than forty years ago. The wood-
lark is frequent in this part of the country. On the approach
of fnow, great flocks of fmall birds of the migratory fpecics
and of vaft variesy of plumage, fpsead oves the fields, They
are here called fnown~flights; and are faid to come from the
Orkneys. It has been obfexved, that, in blowing weather, in
{pring and autumn, great quantities of gulls pafs thjs way to
the weftward, but have never been feen to go caft by the fame

rout.
| Glafgow
* The date, upon the pedeftal, was 1595,
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Glafgow being the great mart in this country, fervats wa-
ges, the price of labour, and the value of provifions, &c. &c.
are regulated, throughout the country by the rites thére. From
the nature of circumftances, many things are a little lower
here ; but people being always eager to refort to the béft niar-
két, it is generally beft fupplied, and prices aré often eheaper
at Glafgow.

The two prineipal roads, thrdugh this parifh, were made and
are upheld by turnpikes. They are generally kept in pretty
good order; though, from the foftnefs of the foil, and the
fearcity of materials, hard enough to ftand the fatigue of the ma-
ny heavy carriages which pafs, it is attended with confidera-
ble difficulty and expencé. Nobody hete entettains any doubt
of the advaiitagé of turnpike roads, fince, 4t leaft, thtee times
as much weight can be drawn in a carriage, as was fufficient
to load it before they were made. 1f any objection can be
made to the turnpike roads of this country, it is to the manner
in which they have been laid out, being generally conducted
over the fummit of every eminence in their courfe ; when
with a little judgement and attention, a diretion might have
been found equally near, and incomparably more eafy and con-
venient.

The crofs roads in this parith being numerous, and the foil
foft, many of them are ftill in very indifferent repair: but fe-
veral of the moft frequented have been much improved of late;
and there is fcarcely a brook in the parith, which has not a
bridge over it, where neceffary. ‘

A commutation in money is now generally levied for the
ftatute work ; but this, according to fome, is a miftaken po-
licy. If a parifh were divided into fmall diftri¢ts, and each of
them direéted to work, under a proper overfeer, upon the
road, in which they had moft intereft, the people asc be,
came fo fenfible of the, advantage of good roads, that they

Dda would
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would do much-more work, it is faid, than can be done with
the commutation in the hands an undcrtakcr, who propofts to
make profit by the job.

But this parifh has fill the profpe& of being better accom-
modated with roads. From the new lines going on and pro-
pofed,—from the fpirit for enterprife and improvement which
prevails,—from the experience obtained from former erors,
it is probablc, there will foon be eafy and commodious accefs
in all dire&ions, and the internal commerce of the country
greatly facilitated and enlarged *.

* The prefent magiftrates of the town, who have been in office
for feveral years, have been, during their adminiftration, indefati-
gable in their attention to the improvement of the ftreets, which

are now made as cafy and convenient, as the fituation can Poiﬁbly
admit,

NUMBER
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NUMBER XVL

PARISH OF BLANTYRE,

(COUNTY OF LANARK.)

By the Rev. Mr. HENRY STEVENsON.
R

Origin of the Name.

THE name of the parith is evidently expreflive of its local

fituation. The principal part of it lies on the banks of
the Clyde, and is furrounded by rifing grounds. The lower
part is but a few fect above the level of the fea, (though it is
about 30 miles diftant.) From its low fheltered fituation, it
obtained the name of Blantyre, which, in the Gaelic language,
is faid to fignify a warm retreat.

Situation and Extent.——Blantyre is fituated in the county
of Lanark, in the prefbytery of Hamilton, and fynod of Glaf-
gow and Ayr. It is about 6 miles in length ; but, atan ave-
rage, only about a mile in breadth. From the church, which
is placed nearly in the middle of the parifh, to the banks of

- the Clyde, the ground is almoft a plain; divided into fmall
inclofures, furrounded with beautiful belts of planting. In the
whole parith there is neither hill nor mountajn.

8ail,—===The foil is various. Some fields, adjacent to the
church,
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church, area fine rich loam. From the church to the Clyde,
towards the north-caft, the foil is in general a ftrong deep
clay ; and when properly cultivated is excceding fertile. At
the northern extremity, which is furrounded by the Clyde,
and where the banks become low, there is a flat that confifts
chiefly of a fandy foil. From the church, towards the feuth
end of the parifh, the foil is clay, but more light and free,
than that in the lower part§ and is in general of a very poor
quality. In advancing farther from the church, towards the
fouthern extremity, the foil becomes gradually more of a mof-
fy nature ; and, at laft, terminates in a deep peat mofs.

Rivers.—Blantyre is bounded on the north, and north-caft,
for the extent of about two miles and a half, by the Clyde;
which abounds with excellent falmon, trouts, pikes, pars, &c.
The exchufive privilege of fithing falinon, belongs to the diffes
rent proprictors, whofe Jands dre contigudus to the river : but
they are feldom caught in fuch plenty, as to become any gredt
'object for the market.—~ A confiderable part of the banks are
¢covered with wood ; and, from the gentle bendings of the rie
ver, they form many beautiful and romantic profpeéts, ————
Clyde is not navigable above Glaigow.

Mineral Springs.—There is 4 mineral fpring in this pafifh,
the water of which is frequently and fuccefsfully ufed, for
fore eyes, fcotbutic diforders, and a variety of other complaints.
The water is fulphureous; it is very firongly impregnated,
and is accounited the beft of the kind in thie patt of the coun-
fry. About fifty years ago, it was the common fummet sefort
of many families from Glafgow : bat from the changes of fo-
fhion, fo frequent in telation to fuch obje&s of medical regr
men, it is now almoft totally deferted.

Iren
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- Jron Mines,=Tn the banks of Calder-water, which divides
this parifh from Kilbride, there has, of late, heen difcovered,
avaft quantity of iron flone, of an excellent quality, whichis .
now wrought to great extent. Many different feams of it ap-
pear on the face of the banks, at the diftance of a few feet
from each other: and the feams are ufually about § or 7 in-
ches thick. The ftone is dug out, by mines driven forward
inta the bank. It is carried to the ditance of about 7 miles, to
a furnace erected near Glafgow, and converted into pig iran.
The iron company ufually pay the proprietors of the land, at
the ratc of 64 per ton, for the iron ftone 3 befides making
compenfation for any damages that may be dene in dig-

gng-

Figured Stones.—Many of thefc iton ftoncs appear to retain
the original fhape of the wood, from which, according to the
opinion of fome naturalifts they have been formed. Some of
them retain the original form of the branch of an exotic pine ;
and have rows of fmall protuberances winding round them, in
an obliqug direction; and {ame of them arccovered with fpines.
Befides the ftones, which retain the original fhape of the wood,
there are others, that are only marked with the impreflions of
the bark. Thefe impreflions are moftly chequered, fome on
alewel, and others on a concave {urface, anfurerable to the con-
wexity of the original trunk or branch ; and thefe impreflions
on the iron ftone are fometimes very perfect.

Population.—The ftate of the parih, with refpect to popula-
tion, a3 far 33 can be traced back, feems to have been nearly,
for many years, the fame. The return to Dr. Webfter, in
1755, was 496 fowls. Butin 1787, the number of inhabi-
tants was immediately and greatly increafed, by means of a
cotton mill ereted upoa the Clyde. B:fore that period, the

aumber
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number of inhabitants above 8 years old, was about 400. The
number of families, including every individual who poffefled
feparate lodging, was 1303 ard, galculatiné at the rate of
4 to a family, the number of fouls might be about 520. The
annual average of births,. for ten years preceding 1787, was
17,—of deaths, during the fame period, 11,—and of marria-
ges, 6. Since the year 1787, when the cotton mill began to work,
the population has been making continual and rapid progrefs ;
and, as the machinery is not nearly completed, they are ftill
daily increafing. The numbers at the cotton mill were not ex-
altly afcertained, till the 14th of March, 17913 and, at that
date, they &ood as follows ¢

Men, women, and children, employed in themill 295
Barracks children *, who are alfo employed in the mill 6o
Piecers to the jeannies - - - 13

. 368
Wives and widows employed at home in family affairs 56
Children, not of age, to be employed - - 96

520

Thus, the number of inhabitants, in the parifh, has been
doubled,

* Thefe children are in general orphans, between 8 and 12
years of age. They arc generally bound to the work by their re-
lations, for a few years ; and are fed, cloathed,.and lodged by the
propnctor of the mill. He has a fchool-mafter employed in
teaching them at their fpare hours; a furgeon to attend them
when fick: And much praife is due to fuch a guardian of
youth, for his attention both to their health and education.  * ’

2-
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donbicd, in the courfe of about 4 years, and may now amount
to 1040 fouls. In the mill there are, at prefent, 4096 fpindles
driven by water ; and the company are ftill greatly extending
theix operations. There is anather verylarge houfe built contigu~
ous tg the mill, which is' to contain 15000 fpindles, to be dri=
ven by the hand : but only 3 very fmall part of thefc machines
are as yet finithed. A confiderable village is now built, for the
accommodation of the people employed at this work, where
formerly there was ot a fingle houfe.

The cmployment at cotton mills, has, in general, been ac-
countad unfavourable ta health ; and yet, what is fingular, in
the prefent cafis, is, that out of a great number, employed
at work within the mill, on]y two have died fince it wisereted.

reat care indeed is taken, to keep both the houfe and machie
nery as clean as poffible ; frefh air is carcfully thrown in ; and
tar is burat, to remove or counteract the noxious fmell of the
oil, that mult neceflarily be ufed about the machines.

_ Heritors.—There are at prefent 37 heritors, who pay cefs; -
and of thefe, 1c do not refide in the parith. The landed pro-
perty has very fcldom been transferred : far, though there are
few poffefled of more than a plowgate of land, and fome who
have only a few acres, yet many even of thefe fmall pofieflions,
have been inherited by the fame family, for fome hundred
years. This retention of landed property, ts plainly to be
imputed to the induftry, frugality, and amiable rural impli.
city of -the inhabitants. The whole parifh confifts of 24
plowgates of land, each plowgate containing abous 80 acres}
and, for the moft part, the proprictor occupics his own
lands. '

Produce.—The parifh confifts, for the moft part, of arable
grounds ; and oats-aze the crops moft frequently raifed. Peafe,
. Vor. 11, Ee . 8.
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few beans, barley, and wheat are alfo raifed ; but the quantic
ty of thefe kinds of grain is but fmall, when compared with
oats. Potatoes ate alfo cultivated by almoft every family,
whether of farmers or labourers, for their own fubfiftence;
and the praétice of feeding cattle with them is become pretty
general.  Of late, more attention begins to be paid to the po-
tatoe crop 3 becaufe a ready market is found, for a confiders-
ble quantity, at the cotton mill. The old Scots plow is
almoft univerfally ufed.—~There are few fheep kept in the pa-
rifh, not much exceeding 100. Flax is feldom raifed, in any
greater quantity, than what the farmer thinks fufficient for the
ufeof his own family. Avery confiderable quantity of rye-grafs,
and clover hay, is cultivated in the parifh, and carried to Glaf-
gdw, about 8 miles diftant; where it always finds a ready
market, and in general fells at about 5d per ftone. Confide-
rable quantities of butter and cheefe, ufed alfo to be carried
to the market at Glafgow ; but.there is now a great demand
for thefe articles at home.

Remt of the Parifb.~—The valued rent of the parith is
L.1684:11:8 Scots: the real rent may be about L. 1400
but asthe land is, for the moft part, pofleficd by the propric-
tors, this cannot be exaétly afcertained.

Monufastures, and Price of Labour.—There are no manu-
faltures eftablifhed in the parifh, except the cotton branch al-
ready mentioned. "The only tradefmen in the place, are fuch
as find employment from jthe country people ; except a few
weavers, who are employed by manufalturers in Glafgow.—
The iron mines in the neighbourhood, together with the ope
rations of the cotton manufacturers, have contributed greatly
to raife the wages of labourers. Before the iron age, (as it may
be here called,) overtook us, a man’s wages by the day,
* 'was never above 1s; but now they are advanced to 15d and
" §6d*
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16d. The average rate at which men-fervants are hired by
the farmer for the year, and who are maintained in the famie
ly, is from 8 to L.g : and women-fervants ufually get from 3
to L. 4 per annum. The work in agriculture is, for the moft
part, carried on by hired fervants.

Ecclefusftical State.——-The manfe was built in 1773 : but
there is no record of the time, when the church was built. It
bears evident marks of great antiquity; and is in a moft de-
plorable condition.——Lord Blantyre is patron——The fti-
pend confifts of 56 bolls of meal and barley, and L. 53:6:8
of money ; with the addition of a manfe, and glebe of about
12 acres. '

Schools.—==——There is only one fchool in the parith, befides
the one already mentioned, at the cotton mill. The fchool-
mafter’s falary is about L. 6; but he has neither houfe nor
garden belonging to the office. The number of fcholars is u-
fually about 503 and the whole living may amount to about
L. 20 per annum. )

Aleboufes.——There are 8 alehoufes in the parifh, Before
the cotton and iron works found their way to us, there wert
only two or three alehoufes ; but the increafe of numbers, has
alfo increafed the demand for liquor. - Upon the whole, how-
ever, there is very little alteration, to be obferved, in the charac- _
ter and morals of the inhabitants. They are, in general, re-
markably induftrious, fober, and contented: And from the
fmalinefs of the parifh, as well as their peculiar circumftances
of independence, they have acquired a ftrong fpirit of equali-
ty, and a fort of efprit du corps, that renders them ready to y-
nite in fupporting their common privileges ——There is no in-

Eez ftance.
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ftance tan be remembered, of any perfon belonging to the pa-
rith, fuffering any capital punifhment.

Poor.——The number of the poor, on the parifhroll, is u~
fually about four or five. The parith have a ftock for the {up-
port of the poor, amounting to about L. 200 ; the intereft of
which, together with the weekly collettions, affords a com-
fortable fupply for the indigent. All the heritors are joint
managers of this fund ; and alfo in.appointing fupplics to the
poor, along with the minifter and kirk-fefion. The fated
mecetings for the affairs of the poor, are on the firft Tuefday
of February, and the firft Tuefday of Auguft. At thefe
mectings, a committee is appointed, confifting of heritors
and elders, to colle€t each in their turn, at the church doors,
for the following half year: a treafurér is appointed to diftri-
bute to the weekly penfionerss and in his hand, all the week-
1y colle@ions are lodged. Occafional fupplies are alfo given,
10 relicve thofe who fall into accidental diftre(s. .

Fuel.—The fuel commonly ufed in the parith, is coal;
which is generally brought from Cambuflang, at the diftance
of between 3 dr 4 miles. It is fold at the coal pit at 9d
per hutch, amounting to 400 wt. two of which make
an ordinary cart-load ; fo that a ton, contaming five hutches,
or 2000 wt. cofts 38 9d. There are plenty of good peats in
the parifh, which are ufed for part of the fuel; but the coals,
being excecdingly good, are prefetred.

Antiguities. There are few remains of antiquity be-
fides the ruins of the priory. A confiderable part, of the
walls of that antient building, is Rill ftanding. It-was built
on the top of a high ruck, which rifes perpendicular from

the
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the Clyde ; the walls are in a line with the brink of the pre-
cipice ; and to look down from them, is indeed, tolook from
the pinnacle of che temiple. On the top of the oppofite bank,
which is lofty and bold, ftand the majeftic ruins of Bothwgli-
caftle : {o that few places are to be found, affording fuch aw-
ful monuments of the devaftations of time ; together with fuch
a romantic profpet, formed by the bendings of the river, and
the boldnefs of its woody banks.

Litle account can now be found, of the origin and
hiftory of this religious eftablifhment. It appears from fome
anticnt records, that it was originally a fort of colony, from
the monaftery at Jedburgh. It is alfo recorded, that,
“ Friar Walter, of Blantyre,” (probably he fhould be ftiled,
Prior Walter,) ¢ was one of the Scottifh commiffioners, ap-
“ pointed to negotiate the ranfom of King David Bruce,
‘ taken prifoner in the battle of Durham, in 1346.” ————
The-following faéts, concerning the Priory, are alfo mention-
ed in Hope’s Minor Praltics, Appendix, No. 1. Chap. 2.
Canon Regulars, page 420. * Blantire, in Clydefdale, a
¢ Priory of this order, was founded befgre the year 12963
“ for, at that time, Frere William, Priour de Blantyre, is a
“ {ubfcriber to Regman’s roll,” Prynne, page663. ¢ Wal-
“ ter Stuart, commendator of this place, was Lord Privy
“ Seal, in the year 15953 and, fhortly after, treafurer,
“ upon the Mafter of Glammis’s dimifon. He was made
“ a peer, by the tide of Lord Blantire, the 1oth July,
“ 1606; from whom ‘s defcended the prefent Lord Blan-
“ tire.”

Urns have been dug up at different times, in feveral parts
of the parifh; and fome of them were found lately, in a
large heap of flones. In the centre of the heap, fquare
ftones were placed, fo as to form a kind of cheft, and the

urns
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urns were placed within it. They contained a kind of une-
tuous earthy fubftance ; and fome remains of bones were fcar-
tered around them. They are now in pofleffion of the Col
lege of Glafgow. Strong impreflions of fire, were alfoevis
dent on fome of the ftones.
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NUMBER XVIL

PARISH OF STONEHOTUSE.

(COUNTY OF LANARK.)

By the Rev. Mer. Jauzs MoREHEAD.
e —

Situation and Extent.

THE'parifh of Stonehoufe is in the county of Lanark, in
the prefbytery of Hamilton, and fynod of Glafgow and
Ayr;—18 milés from Glafgow,—7 and a half from Hamilton,
—and nearly the fame from Lanark. It is 5 miles in length,
ind, at an average, necarly 2 miles in breadth. No exa& fur-
vey has yet been taken of it ; but, by comparing what has been
furveyed, and what has not, it may be reafonably fuppofed to
contain nearly 6ooo acres. Of the above, it is computed, that
about 12 acres confift of mofs, and about 24 of muir. All
the reft is arable, excepting the banks of the river. The foil,
at the top of the parifh, is light; in the middle and lower end,
it is alfo light, but mixed with fome clay. It islaid out moft-
ly in fmall farms. Four or five, perhaps, may pay between
60 and L. 80 of yearly rent; but, at an average, they do not
exceed 20 or L. 30.——In the centre of the parifh, there is a
very thriving village, called Stonehoufe. -In the courfe of the
laft 20 years, 35 new houfes have been built; and 2 or 3
more are to be built next fummer. -Some of thefe houfes con-
tain
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tain 2, 3, 4, and even § families. The village is principally
inhabited by weavers. A few have begun to carry on bufinefs
for themfelves: but, generally fpeaking, they are employed
by manufaQurers elfewhere. Some begin working the loom
at nineor ten years of age.. The females are remarkable for
fpinning fine. The village above is fuppoled to draw L.§c0
annually for that article. Some years ago, there was onc
woman, who fpan to the extent of "ten fpindles in the
pound.

Produce.—The produce, which principally confifts of oats,
barley, and peafe, is, in general, more than what is necefla-
1y for the confumption of the inhabitints. The furplus is fent
to Hamilton, Glafgow, and Paifley. About 12 years ago,
an attempt was made to raife wheat; but, after repeated
grials, it was found not to anfwer, and is, therefore, moltly gi-
yenup. Every farmer lays his account ta raife 10 or 12 balls
of potatoes yearly ; and to faw about a peck, ar-a peck anda
half of lint feed, for family ufes. . They have no ficlds cither
of potatoes, flax, or turnip. In the middle and lower end of
the parith, every farmer has fome parts of his ground in rye-
grafs. What they peculiarly. attend to,.is the dairy. It is,
in general, expected, that the half, and in fome parts the
whole, of his rent fhould be paid by the produce of the byre.
They deal greatly in rearing calves for the butchers, which
they fell from 208 to 3 or L. 4 cach.

. Difeafes.—~There is no difeafe peculiar to the parifh. What
has hitherto proved moft fatal, is the {fmall-pox, which returns
every 4 or § years. In 1778, 18 children were_ carried off in
the courfe of a few weeks. Some have begun to inoculate:
In every inftance where tried) it was fuccefsful 3 but the pree
judices of the people aguinft it are fo firong, that it is. not

2 gaining
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gaining ground. There are few inftances of longevity: Some
have attained to 9o, but none, (at leaft for thefe 30 years,) to
100 years of age. ‘

Rivers and Mineral Springs.——The Avon, which rifes
in the parithes of Avondale and Galfton, pafles through a
part of this diftri, and runs into the Clyde, not far from
Hamilton.—Near the village of Stonehoufe, it has a fall which
would anfwer for a cotton mill.——There is a mineral {pring
at Kittymuir, which has been found to be of fervice in
fcorbutic diforders. It would, probably, be more reforted to,
if fome attention were paid to the well, and if there were
better accommodations near it.

Mines.—Some years ago, there was a good coal-work in
the parifh, the property of Mr Lockhart of Caitle-hill, which
was aftgrwards, in a great meafure, abandoned. Of late,
different trials have been made, and it js hoped, it will again be
fet a going. The parifh, in the mean time, has not fuffered
much, being abundantly fupplied with coal from 3, and now
4, different coallieries in the parith of Dalferf, the neareft,
fcarcely a mile, and the fartheft, not four from the village.
At prefent, they coft at the work, 10}d. per cart, which'is
more than double what they were 30 yearsago. A cart is {up-
pofed to contain about 30 ftone, Trone weight. —The pas
rith abounds in lime; which has been much ufed of late, for
the purpofes of farming. It is generally fold in fhells, at
L.2:10 the kiln, and to the tenants of the proprietors, at
L.2:5. A kiln contains 100 bolls of flacked lime. In
the river, and on the top of the lime ftone, there is plenty
of excellent iron ftone ; which, in all probability, will be-
come foon an obje& of importance.—There are alfo fine quars
- Vav. IL . Ff rics
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ries of freé ftone, eafy to be got at, which has been of great
fervice in the late buildings.

Population.—By a lift taken in 1696, which feems to have
been made out by Mr Fbyer, the then minifter, there appears
to have been, at that time, 872 fouls in the parifh: of thefe
272 refided in the village, and 600 in the country. The re-
turn to Dr. Webfter in 1755, was 823 fouls. By a lift made
out by the prefent minifter in November laft, there were
found to be 1060; of whom 593 refided in the village, and
467 in the country. The village confequently has increafed
321, and the country decreafed 133, fince 1696. The in-
creafe, on the whole, inthe laft 40 years, is237. Of the a-
bove 1060, there are,

- Malcs. Females.
In the village - 263 - - 33
In the country - 222 - - 243

485 . 875

Majority of females, upon the whole, is go.

Families in the village | - - - 161
in the country - - - 99
360

"Eveéry family, at an average, will contain little more than
four.

General Divifion.

Farmers, who make it their bufinefs - . 56
Weavers C - - . - 131
Shoe-makers - T . - ‘- 15

Mafons
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Mafons - - - . -
Wrights - - - - -
Miners - - - - - -
Smiths - - - - - -
Different millers - - - -
Taylors - ‘- - -
Coopers - - - - -
Married - - - - - 344
Widows and widowers - - - 57
Under 20 years, fuppofed - - - 400

Noa»r» 6OOC

Births.—1t is impoffible to afcertain the number of births :
though there is a regifter kept, yet it cannot be depended up-
en. Seme of the antient Diflenters feem never to have regif-
tered their children at all.  Many of the Eftablithed Church .
forget it. Simce the late duty was impofed, there are many
who refufe it. Some en account of the expence, and fome
from a miftaken notion of religion. Some who now refide inone
parith, regifter in another, becaufe it happened to be their
former place of refidence ; and ftrangers fometimcg regifter in
this, becaufe their children, by fome accident, have been bap-
tized in it. As it ftands, the average will be found to be 25
precifely, reckoning from the beginning of the regifter, which
was in 1596, till November 1790, there being 2275 baptifms
recorded.  No regifter appears for the years 1721, and 1722,
excepting 2 at the beginning of 1721,and 4at theend of 1722,
which are not included in the above. Multiplying ‘g1, the
nunber of years, by a5, the number of children, the pro.
dudt is 2275, precifely.

Deaths.—1t is difficult to afcertain the number of deaths
Of thefe there is no regifter kept. * The only thing, that can
throw any light upon it, is the account ef the mortcloths,
: Ffa2 kept



228 Statiftical Account

kept by the treafurer for the’poor. But this will not be found
quite fatisfaltory; becaufe fome, who refide in this pa-
rith, bury in another, and confequently get a mortcloth from
them ; while ftrangers, fometimes, bury in this; and, fuppo-
fing thefe to be equal, which it is probable they are, the mat.
ter will be uncertain, becaufe mortcloths are feldom required
for children under two years of age. As it ftands, the an-
nual average for thefe laft twenty years, will be found tobe

17 and 3.

Marriages.——There is no authentic regifter of marriages.
"A 1ift of proclamations, in order to marriage, is kept, both by
‘the precentor ‘and treafurer for the poor. Thefe two have
been compared, and found to agree. According to them,
there have been, of proclamations, from the beginning of the
year 1761, to the end of the year 1790, in all, 289 :.Of thefe
'7 muft be difcounted, becaufe the marriages did not take place.
'Of the remaining 282, in 133 inftances, both parties refided
in the parifh;—in 75, the man refided, but not the woman;
ind in 71, the woman refided, but not the man. Thefc
falts being afcertained, every perfon will be able to ftrikean
annual average, accordiing as- his vicws are, ia making the in-

quiry.

Differters.~Tt is not eafy to afcertain the precife number of
diffenters from the Eftablithed Church, principally, becaute
many fcarcely know to what particular fe they belong. Such
heads of families, as have come to a determinaticn on this

point, are as under : .
Cameronians - - 4 Prefbytery of Relief 21

Antiburghers - 5 DBurghers - 5
Cn the fuppolition, that the above heads are followed by
" their
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their families, and according to the average of families above
mentioned, the number of diffenters will be fomewhat more
than 1 40.

Rent, &&'c.——The valuation of the-parifh is L. 2721 Scotss
the real rent cannot be exaltly known. The heritors at pre-
fent amount to 18. Four of thefe only have L. 100 of valu-
ation; and none fuch refide in the parith. More than
one half is the property of Mr Lockhart of Caftle-hill; who
s alfo patron.

Poor.—'The ftated poor on the lift, in the year 1790, were
13. The expence of maintaining them amounted to L.37:12;
L. 4 or L.5 more were diftributed in, what is called, occafional °
charity. The funds, for defraying the above expence, are raifed
in the following manner:

By colle&ions, (at an average) - <« Lig o0
Intereft of L. 120 of principal ftock - - 6 o0 o0
Money arifing from mortcloths, (at an average) 4 o O
e ——— from proclamations of marriage o 8 4

L2y 8 3

1f the above is not fufficient, as has been the cafe for fome
years, then a ftent is laid upon the parifh, one half of which is
p1id by the heritors, according to their valuation, and the other
half by the inhabitants, according to their circumftances.—
None of the parifhioners are allowed to beg, though we
are much troubled with beggars from other parifhes.

 Stipend.——The ftipend of this parifh is 97 bolls, 7 pecks
and a half of meal, and L.16:12: 6, in money. Some
years
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years ago, it was paid by Go different hands; at prefent by
42. The glebe is about 4 acres of arableground, and about an
acre of pafture. At an annual average, flipend and glebe will
ameunt to a little more than L.84 ftesling. The manf
wae built in the year 1761: it coft the heritors, befides
the old manfe, valued at L. 20, to the extent of L.153.—
"The church was rebailt in the year 1772 ; the expence betwit
400 and L. 500,

Prices of Provifions.—The prices of provifions in November,
3790, were as follows :

A bolt of meal - - - 16s 6d.
Bcef, per fone - - - g5 6d.
Hens - - - - 15 3d-
Eggs, by the dozen - - - sd
Butter, by the pound - - - od.
Beft cheefe, do. - - - 44
Inferior, or fcum, do - - - 3d
Wages.
A man fervant, exclufive of vi€tuals, per an-
num - - - L810 e

A female, do. do. - 310 0
A Tabourer by the day, without vx&uals ©c 1o

- In hay or harveft - - o 1 Gorgd
‘Women in harveft - - o 1 o0
Mafons - - - o1 0
‘Taylors - - - - LI

Horfes, Cowsy and Carts.——The parifh, in former timss,
was divided into forty ploughgates. On the fuppohtion, that
“every plough has 5 horfes, young and old, 12 cows, and

3
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4 carts, the amount will be 200 horfes, 480 cows, and 120
carts. The carts are always drawa by one horfe only.--There
are fome theep, mottly in the upper parcof the parith. They
are fuppofed not to exceed § fcore.

Roads and Bridges.——The roads are not in good repair;
and it is not eafy to fay, how they can be made better.  They
are much hurt by the carriage of coal and lime. Materials
to mend them are ill to begot. There are no turnpikes with-
in the parifh.——=Two bridges over the Avon were both
fwept away by one flood, in the year 1775: but they were
rebuilt in a year or two after,—partly by private coatributions,
and pardy from the county funds.

Mifcellaneous Obfervations.—The produce of the year 1982
fell thort of what was neceflary, for the confumption of the
parith. The deficiency was made up, by fome of the more
wealthy inhabitants, who purchafed foreign grain, and fold ie
without profit.—By fobricty, frugality, and a more diligent
attention to bufine(s, the difficulties of that unfortunate feafon,
were got over more eafily than could have been expected.--—
The parochial fchool-mafter has 100 merks of falary, which
at prefent is paid by 47 different hands. His perquifites, at an
average, amount to 20s annually. The number of his {cho-
lavs are about 50 ;—his wages 1s 3d. per quarter ;—one third
13 dedued for the vacation quarter. The amount of the
whole about L. 18:——his payments are ill made; and
fomething ought to be done, to make his fituation more comfor-
table. He has a houfe, and fchool-houfe allowed him by the
“parith. They were built in 17813 and coft the heritors up-
wards of L. 40.--Befides the parochial fchool, there is one ge-
nerally at the head, and another, fometimes, at the foot of the
parith. The expence is defrayed by the parents of the children.

2 . There
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There are 4 alchoufes, who have taken out a licenceall in the
village. No very bad effes, on the morals of the inhabitants,
have yet been felt from them ; but many fufpe, that this wil
not long be the cafe.--The difference betwixt employing cotta.

~gers and hired fervants, in agriculture, cannot be afcertained
here, few or none in the parith, having employed the former.
~—There is no jail in the parith ; or were any of the parifhion-
ers in prifon, during the year 17go. Indeed there hasbeen
no jufticiary trials of any of the people of this parih, for thefe
30 years, one excepted, who was punifhed by whipping.—
The people in general, are of a middle fize ;—healthy in their
conftitution j—-decent in their condu&,—and, though they may
have fome real, and fome imaginary gricvances, yet theyar¢
as much contented with their ftate, as moft of their neigh
bours.
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NUMBER XVIL

PARISH OF LIBBERTON,

(COUNTY OF LANARK.)
By the Rev- Ma. JoHN FrAsER.

—————

Name, Situation, Extent, Soil, Surface, {Sc.
TH_E antient and modern name of the parifh is Libberton ¥,
In the old feflion records,. it is written fometimes Lib-
berton, and fometimes Libertown. The origin or etymole-
gy of the name cannot he alcertained, unlefs we derive it from
the Ladn. :

This parifh of Libberton lies in the upper ward of Clydefe
dale, and belongs to the prefbytery of Biggar, ‘and the fynod
of Lothian, aad Twegedale.—TChe length of the parifh, from
north to fouth, is about feven, and the breadth, from eaft to
weft, about 4 miles. Its form is nearly a triangle. The face
of the coyntry, in this parilb, exhibits fo different an appear-

Vor. II. Gg ance,

* The parifties of Libberton and Quothquan, were united in
1660. The name of Quothquan is now funk into that of Libbers
ton ; and therefore, in the followiag pages, they fhall be confider-
d as oue parith, under the denomination of the parith of Libbes-
toR. :
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ance, that the eaftern and weftern parts of it, ane a fhriking
contraft to each other. That which lies towards the weft, on
the banks of the Clyde, is, perhaps, the moft fertile fpotinall
the ncighbourhood. Much of its fertility is, no doubt, ow-
ing to the inundations of the Clyde, which overflows the low
er grounds, or, as they called in this country, the Haughs, of-
ten a dozen of times in the year. The foil is a deep rich
ctlay; and from time immemorial, has been cultivated for
common crops, without receiving the fmalleft particle of dung.
The eaftern tra&t of the parifh, is an irregular part of varicd
grounds. Though it be raifed confiderably above the lewel
of the Clyde, yet it is not fo high, as to deferve the name of
mountainous ; being, throughout its whole extent, a waved
tralt of ground, covered with heath, and, in fome places,
fufceptible of tillage.

The air is dry and penetrating, and far from being unheal-
thy. The moft prevalent diftempers, among the people are
rheumatifms; and nervous complaints. The cold and wretch-
ed hovels, in which they live, are certainly the caufe of the
former; the low diet, which they ufe, may occafion the latter.

Rivers.——Methven, which divides this parith from that of
Carnwath, is divided into two branches, commonly called, the
north and fouth Methven. The north branch takes its rik
near Croffwood-hill, the partition which divides the county of
weft Lothian, from that of Clydefdale: the fouth, near Gar-
velfoot, in the parifh of Linton.” Thefe two branches form a
jun&tion in this parifh, within a mile and a half of the Clyde,
and are q great acceflion to the waters of that rapid river. It
is here, perhaps, neceffary to obferve, that there is a {mall
branch of the fouth Mcthven, which runs off towards the eaft,
near Garvelfoot, and dividing at Dolphington, the countics of
Clydefdale and ‘Tweeddale, falls into the Tweed. This parti-

cular
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cular circumitance is a demonftrative proof of the great height
of this country. Both thefe rivers produce trout. Thofe
found in the Methven, are fatter, and much better, than thofe
found in the Clyde; which is, nodoubt, owing to the rapidi-
ty with which the latter runs. In many decp pools of the
Clyde, there are likewife perch and pike. The fith caught in
thefe rivers are never brought to publie market, but fold to pri~
vate families in the neighbourhood.

Hills,—The only hill, in this patifh, is Couthboanlaw, now
by corruption, called Quothquanlaw. The late Dr
M¢Farlane, fo celebrated for his knowledge in antiquities,
was of opinion, that this hill derives its name from thefe two
Erfe words, Couth boan, which, in that language, fignify a
beautiful, or fmooth hill: And indeed, it is one of the moft
beautiful little hills, that is to be feen in any country. It is a-
bout 600 feet above the level of the Clyde, and is green to the
very top. On this hill, the common people, to this day, point
out, with much fond admiration, WaLLAcE’s chair, where he
had his abode, and held conferences with his followers, before
the battle of Biggar. The chair is a large rough ftone, fcoop-
edin the middle.

Population. —From the feffion records, it appears, that
"the births in this parith, from April, 1683, to April, 1753,
amounted exally to 2205 : the annual average of which is
313. The marriages, during the fame period, amounted to
563 5 the annual average of which, is a little more than 8.—
The return to Dr Weblter, in 1755, was 708 examinable per-
fons, or above 8 years of age *. At prefent, the males in the

Gga parith

* When Dr Webflermade bis inquiry, the minifter of the pa-
. - rifh
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parith amount to 370; the females to 380; which makes the
whole number of die inhabitants 750.  Of thefe, none refide
in towns or villages, there being none in the parifth, except that
of Libbefton, which fcarctly deférves the name of a village, as
it only confifts of a few {cattered huts.

From 1783, (the time when the tax, impofed by parliament,
on births and buridls, commenced,) the records of this felfion
have been kept with great accuracy : and from.them it is found,
that the births, from O&ober, 1783, to O&ober, 1790,
were 1223 thé annual average of which is nearly 1753 The
deaths, for the fame period, were 983 the annual average of
which, is 14 The muarriages for the fame time, were 29;
the annual average of which, is a little more than 4.

Of the 750 fouls in this parith, there are 109 below 103 130
from 1o to 20, 280 from 26 t0 g0, 199 from §o to 70,
and 22 from 70 to 100.

The number of profefled farmers, in the parifh, amount to
40. DBut feveral of thefe, have only the half, and {fome only
the quarter of a plough. With their children and fervants,
they amount to 198.—-There are 6 apprentices in the parith;
— 190 labouring fervants, male and female ;—1 fiudent at the
Univerfity of Edinburgh ;—1 furgeon ;—the Seceders, of all
denominations, amount to 98.

From the fats, which’have been already flated, refpeQling
the annual average of births, from 1683, to 1453, itappesrs;
with all the force of demonftration, that the pepulation of
this parith has decreafed very near a half. 1t is evident, from

the

- rifh of Libberton, was in the decline of life, and totaBy unable to
_take an aual furvey of it. Witen the Dotor thercfore applied
to him, he fent his examination roll, which only contained thofe a-
bove 8 ycars of age. This the clerk of the parilh, who hds Yived
. 3n it all his days, perfe&tly remembers.
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the [eflion tecords, that there is an annaal, and gradual decreafe
of the births and marriages, from 1753, down to the prefent
time. The annual average of births, from 1683, to 1753, i8
3153 fo that the numbér of fouls in this parifh, at that time,
could not be lefs than 1400. For it mult here be obferved,
that the rule laid down of multiplying the number of births by
26, the aumbey of deaths by 35, in order to afcertain the po-
pulation of any country, is, in feveralinftarices, very fallaci-
ous. The annual average of births in this parifh, for thefe 7
years, is 17¢, which, maliplicd by 26, would make the inha-
bitants amount to little more than 450. The annual average
of deaths, during the fame period, was 14, which, msitipli-
«d by 36, woild make them amount fo 604. Whereas, accord-
ing.to the lift, which the in¢cumbent took of them, in the courfe
of his. firft vifitation of the parifh, they amouated to 790
And, according to that, which he took with great care, about
3 months ago, they amounted to 758,

The births from January, 1963, to January, 1775, amoun-
ted to 223 ; the annual average of which, is about 22. From
1775, to 178§, they amounted to 2003 the annual average
of which, isexa@tly 20. From 1785, to 1790, they amoun-
ted to 8y ; the annual average of which, is about 17z, From
thefe facts, taken from the feffion records, it appears, that the
population of this parifh is materially different, from what it
was, §, 10, and 2§ years ago.

This depopuiation may be attributed to the following cau-
fes: 1, To the nom.refdence of gentlemen on their cftates.
When landed proprietors. vefide on their eftates, there muft be
a number of fervants, dependants, and workmen of differeat
Xinds. Houfcs would then be built, and marriages take place.
Now there are ¢ heritors in this parifh, none of whom refide
init, except two fmall ones, of L.30 a year. Whereas, in
former times, 6 confiderable families had their conftant refi-

dence
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dence in it, whofc houfes are now partly demolifhed, partly
kept by a fervant or two. A kind of epidemical rage feems to
have feized them to flock to large cities. 2d/y, This depopu-
Jation may be attributed, to the demolition of the villages and
cottages, and the letting out the lands in large farms. The
village at Libberton has been a place of fome note. Whereas
it now confifts only of a few fcattered huts. That of Quoth-
quan,-has likewife been of confiderable extent 3 and now there
are not much above 1e0 fouls init. The old people remem-
ber double the number of ploughs in the parith, that areat
prefent; and the ruins of demolifhed cottages, are to be feen
in every corner.  'When a cottage falls, it is never rebuilt, be-
caufe the farmer is not obliged to keep it up. Since 1760, the
plan, in thiscountry, has been, to deftroy the villages and cotta-
ges, and throw the lands into as few hands as poffible. The
evils, which muft attend the continuance of this plan, it is
not difficult to conje@ure. It is not too much to fay, that
unlefs fpeedily checked, it will depopulate the country, with
an alarming rapidity.

Some defend this plan, of demolifhing the cottages and vil-
lages, and letting out the lands in large farms, by afferting,
that though country parifhes be thereby depopulated, yet
there is no real decreafe of population, the people only chang-
ing the country for the town. But it ought to be confidered,
that towns never fupply themfelves with inhabitants. The
country is the nurfery of population, and large cities would
foon decay, were they not conftantly recruited from ‘the coun-
try. It is a truth generally admitted, that, in large cities, few-
er children come into the world, and immenfely fewer arrive
at maturity, thanin the country, in proportion to the number
of families.

There are, at prefent in the parith, 125 married men, widow-

ers
2 :
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ers included, and 28 bachelors. Among the bachelors are in-
cluded all above 22 years of age.

The number of inhabited houfes, is exaltly 168; which
makes the number of perfons, at an average, to each inhabi-
ted houfe, to be nearly 43.

Produce, {9°c.—The parith produces no vegetables, plants,
nor trees, but what are common in Scotland. There is, in-
deed, very little planting in it. Though the wafte grounds
are well fitted for raifing firs, and all kinds of hard wood,
yet there is no parifh, in the upper ward of Clydefdale, where
lefs has been done to improve it in this way.——The number
of horfes in the parifh, amount to 219; black cattle to 790; the
fheep to 1149.

. There are upwards of 60oo acres in the parith. Of thefc
there are about 3500 in tillage, viz. 100 employed in raifing
barley,—30 in turnips and potatoes,— 35 in flax—24 in;fown,
or artificial graffes,—1188 in pafture,—2123incats. All the
reft of the land may be called wafte, being fit for nothing
but planting; The parith fupplies itfelf with all kinds of
provifions; and exports a confiderable quantity of meal, butter,
cheefe, and fome horfes and black cattle.

This parifh has many difadvantages. From its high fitua-
tion, itis much expofed to froft, which generally fets in very
carly, and is very late in going away. As it ftands in the
centre between the eaft and weft feas, it is likewife expofed to
the rains of both oceans, by which, the farmers often fuffer in
harveft. Another difadvantage arifes from the want of fhel-
ter. There are few ftrips, or clumps of planting, to fhelter
the cattle during the feverity of winter. The vaft trat of
wafte land in the parith, which at prefent is not worth 6d
an acre, might be turned to great account in that way, did
the landed proprietors attend to the intereft of their families.

The
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The only phiyfical advantage, which it has, grifes from the in
undations of the Clyde. The overflowings of this river, depa-
fite a kind of flime over all the haughs, which generally
makes them produce goad crops of oats, without receiving a-
ny dung.

The general rent of the beft arable ground is L. 1 :5. the
rent of the inferior, 305, The rent of the farms is from
I.79to L. 3c. 'The numher of farms, as already obferved,
is greatly diminifbed, and will be diminifhgd more and more
in the courfe of four years 3 that being the time when & great
many of the prefent leafes will expive, Though the peoplebe
convinced of the great advantages of incloling, yet the parith
36 in general uninclofed. The foil however is, in many pl-
ecs, efpecially about Libberton and Quothquasn,- execllently
adapted for raifing hedges, and inclofyres ef al] kipds; and
until the landed proprietors do fomething in this way, the
country will never be improved, Itis to me purpole to fow
tarnip and artificial graffes, while the fields remain open to
the inroads of all kinds of cattle during the winter.

The land-rent of the parifh, at prefent, is exadtly L. 1819,
But were the lands improved, as they ought, the rental might
be raifed much higher.

Church and Stipend.--The time of building the church,js un-
certain, it being very old. It was repaired in 1759, The mank
was built in 1761 ; and received {ome inconfiderable repairs in
1784.——In confequence of a late aygmentation, the valuc of
the ftipend, including the glebe, and what is allowed for pro-
viding communion elements, amount to L. 1 10. — Mr Lock-
bast of Carnwath is patron.

- Poor~—The number of poor in the parifh, is 12: The fund
for their fupport, arifcs from the yoluntary colleftions st the
- church
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church doors on Sabbath,—from mortcloths,—and proclama-
tion money,—and the intereft of L. 50, at the rate of
43 per cemt.  The colle@ions at the church doors, with the
intereft of the L. 5o, &c. &c. amount to L. 17 per annum.—
The burden of fupporting the poor, lics entirely upon the far-
mers, and the other poor inhabitants in the parith. Though
there be nine heritors, yet they never inguire into the ftate of
the poor, nar contribute one farthing for their relief.-

Prices of Provifons and Labour.—The price of all kinds
of provifion is double what it was 6o years ago. A cow,
weighing 20 ftone, might have been beught shen, for L. 2:15
fterling : a cow, of the fame weight, will now coft L.5. A
fatted calf, which, at that time, brought 1os 6d. will now
bring L. 1 : 1.  The price of mutton, lamb, &c. &c. is raifed
in the fame proportion.

The wages of labourers in hufbandry, and other work, are
generally 15 2d. a day, except in the time of harveft; them
the men, when hired by the day, get 1s 6d. the women 1s.
The wages of malons a day, are 13 10d.—that of taylors,
ts.

The wages of 3 ploughman, bave, within thefe § years, ri-.
fen from L. § : 10, to L. 7; and fome of them get L. 8 :—that
of a barnman, from L.4, to L.5:5. The wages of
female fervants, are alfo raifed from L.2:10, to L. 3:5.

Antiguities~—~From the monuments of antiquity in the
village of Libberten, there is reafon to believe, thatit has been
a place of comfiderable importance in former imes. On the
fouth and eaft, it has been furrounded with a frong dyke, or
earthen mound, the foundation of which is flill viible ; and
which feparates the arable, from the wafte lands.—Ia the vil-
lage, there are likewife to be feen, the veftiges of thyee large

Vor. IL Hh peonacd
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penned vaults, which were certainly erected, as afylums for
cattle. For itis a well known fat, that while war and tumult
decupied the attention of men, in this country, animal food
was their principal fupport ; and the lands that were under
grain, were all bounded by earthen mounds, and divided by
run-ridge, among the inhabitants, propertionably to their re-
fpeQive interefts, the out ficlds being allotted folely for the
ufe of their cattle. The ftate of the times required this regu-
lation ;—for when the families of Douglas and Buccleugh
were wardens of the fouth marches, they allowed their retain-
ers, conftantly to commit depredations on the inhabitants of
this part of the country, deftroying their grain, carrying off their
cattle, &c. fo that, upona fignal given, the whole villagers,
(having all one intereft), turned out to combat their fpoilers :
And, as an afylum for their cattle, ere&ed thefe penned vaults;
before the doors of which they always built 2 high wall, and,
on the top of it, ftationed men, with a quantity of large
ftones; which they threw down upon the enemy, when they
attempted to get at the cattle, by breaking oper the doors.
Many of thefe vaults, and walls, were to be feen entire, fome
years ago, in this neighbourhood.

About 2 quatter of a mile to the fouthward of the village of
Libberton, there arelikewife to be feen, the ruins of a firong
fortification, or camp. [t ftands on the edge of a high, and
barren muir, about haf a mile from the Clyde; and com-
mands an extenfive profpe& of that river, to the fouth and
weft. Its form, whichis round, is quite diftin€t: It compre-
hends more than an acre of ground, and is furrounded witha
double wall of earth : between the walls, there is 2 deep ditch,
or vallum. There is no appearance of any flome work about
it, except im the middle, which feems to have been coarfely
paved with free-flone.  About 300 yards to the fouth, there
is a freceftone quarry, outof which, thefe ftones have been

. g
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dug, as appears from their being of the fame grain. From
the entry, which has been upon the eaft, there was a ftrong
earthen wall, which was plowed down a few years ago; and
which run to the north, and feparating the arable, from the
wafte lands, joiped the village of Libberton. Upon the
- {outh, there is.to be feen the foundation of another ftrong
earthen wall; which likewife divides the arable, from the
wafte lands ; and, running thtodgh a fteep defcent, joins a
{mall burn, thatruns through a glen. There is no tradition,
concerning this camp, that can be depended upon. Perhaps
it was ereted by the PiGts, during the time that they were in
a ftate of hoftility with the Scots: and this conjecture is fup-
ported by the following hiftorical fadts : It is well known, that
the river Clyde was the divilive line, between the two con-
tending nations. Now, as this camp is ftationed on the very
verge of the weftern boundary, of the kingdom of the Pi&s,
there is every reafon to believe, that it was ereted by them.
It may be added, asa farther proof iof its being Pictith, that
there is to be feem, on the oppofite fide of the Clyde, at Dru-
malbang, about 4 miles diftant, the veftige of a Scots lodge~
ment, or camp ; to which they often reforted in their frequent
excurfions from Dunbritton, (Dumbarton,) their principal
refidence. It is alfo well known, that, when in danger of an
atrack from the Piéts, they betook themfelves to the ftrength
of the hill of Tinto, which ftands in full view, and within 2
miles of this camp. From all which, there is reafon to be-
lieve, that this camp was ercéted by the Pifts : But whether
there has been any engagement at, or near it, hiftory does
not mention.

About 300 yards to the eaftward of this camp, are three
fmall artificial hillocks, which have all the appearance of being
tumuli, :

Hh2 Mifcellaneous
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Mifcellaneous Obfervations,—— About a quarter of a mile to

the fouthward of the village of Libberton, there are quarries
of frec-ftone. Thefe flonesare very'eafily gotat; andare general-
Iy ufed in building the few houfes that are ere&ted in the parifh.
In the eaft part of the parifh, there is a coal mine. It has
not been wrought for thefe many years, which is a great lofs,
not-only to this, but to all the neighbouring parifhes towards
the eaft, as we are obliged, for want of it to drive our coals
from places at the diftance of 12 or 15 miles.
* The fuel made ufe of in the parifh, is peat and coal. There
is little, or no peat mofs-here. They are moftly brought
from Carnwath ; where each of the farmers, on Mr Lock-
hart’s eftate, have, what is called a room, in a large peat mofs,
that lies to the fouthward of that village. Coal is brought
partly from Douglafs, and partly from Cleugh, in the parifh
of Carnwath. Fifteen ftone of coals, (or what the people
here call a load,) coft 5d. at Douglafs; and at Cleugh, the
fame quantity is bought for 4d.

The number of ploughs in the parith may amount to 46.
They are of the old Scottifh kind, and made in a véry clum-
fy manner.——The carts may amount to about 180,

The people in this parith are very economical, and far from
‘being expenfive or luxurious for their circumftances, except in
the ufe of tobacco. Sthoaking is almoft univerfally praftifed
among both men and women. 7

The people of this parifh enjoy, upon the whole, a confi-
derable fhare of the comforts and advantages of life ; and, from
their outward appearance, they feem to be contented with
their fituation. The firm perfuafion of a future ftate is their
great fupport, in the midft of all their poverty. The firft
way to meliorate their condition, is to give them better houfes :
for at prefent, the cottages, and many, even of the farm houfes,
are fitter for the habitation of beafts, than of human beings.

Property
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Property in land has not undergone many changes, as will
be feen in the following falts: In the r1th century, this pa-
rith belonged entirely to two portioners, viz. the anceftors of
the prefent Lord Sommervelle, and of Mr Changellor, of
Shield-hill ; both of whom came from Normandy, with Wil-
liam the Conqueror, in the year 1066. After the battle of
Haftings, not being provided for in England, they were fent
to Scotland, and with the concurrence of the Scottith king,
were provided for as follows: The former, viz. Mr Sommer»
velle, in the baronies of Libberton, and Carnwarth. This fa-
mily gradually arofe in power and influence, and foon became
the chicf, in the upper ward of Clydefdale. Mr Sommervelle,
being dignified, with the title of Sir Thomas Sommervelle,
was pitched upon, after the Battle of Durham, as one of the
fureties for the ranfom of King David II. Soon after he was
farther dignified, with the title of Lord Sommervelle, which
greatly increafed the power and influence of the family. But
Gilbert, the cight lord, being vain enough to eptertain, for
many weeks, James V. with his court, at his caftle of Cauth-
alley, (now by corruption, called Caw-daily,) reduced him-
felf fo much by thefe, and other extravagancies, that he was
obliged to fell the whole cftate to the Lords Marr and
Buchan, and betook himfcIf to the lands of Drum, in Lothi-
an, which, it appears, were the patrimony of his eldeft fon’s
wife. . The lords Marr and Buchan poflefled it for near a
century. It does not appear, however, that they made any
improvements, on cither the lands or villages. But there is
reafon to believe, that Lord Marr, pafled a confiderable part
of his time in Libberton. For there is ftill to be feen, within
the diftance of 300 yards of the prefent church, the veftige of
an old houfe, called Marr’s walls, (probably thofe of a hunting
houfe ;) and many other parts of the lands, about the vil-

lage,
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lage, are called, to this day, Mart’s braes, Marr’s dyke, &c.
&ec. ’ . .

The comman people, even point out the place, where
his horfes werg wafhed and watered. It ftands at the diftance
of about 300 yards from his houfe.—--Thefe two lords, 2
bout the beginning of the 17th century, fold this great eftate
to Lord Dalziel, afterwards Earl of Carnwath, who pof-
fefled it, down to 1676, when it was purchafed by
Prefident Lockhart, at. a very ealy rate;” as the ar-
rears, non-entrics, &c. went all into the bargain, and
which, when recovered, reduced the price very much. It
is afferted, by fomne, that, at the period, when this fpurchafe
was made, fo great was the extent of the eftate, that the ren-
tal then was equal to the prefent rental, L. 6000, notwith-
ftanding the odds of the value of money, in the courfe of
114 years. The Lockhart family have fold, at diffe-
rent times, various parts of the land, which is the reafon

that there are now fo many heritors in the parifh.

As was obferved above, the founder of the prefent fa-
mily of Shield-hill, came down to Scotland in the 11th cen-
tury, with Mr Sommervelle, and had, for his fhare, the ba-
rony of Shield-hill, or Cauth-boan, where he built a moft
beautiful houfe, on the lands called Road-head, about 3c0
yards to the fouthward of the church of Quothquan; a moft
beautiful fituation, having a commanding view of the Clyde,
for many miles, This family continued to flourifh, till
1567, when the then Mr Chancellor, from a principal of loy-
alty, joined the Queen’s party at Hamilton, and was engaged
at the battle of Langfide; the particulars, and confequences
of which are fo well known. —— After the defeat of the un-
fortunate Mary, Regent Murray fent out a party to demolith
the houfes of all her adherents ; and among others, they burnt
down the beautiful houfe at Road-head ; the veftige of which

ftill
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fill remains.  And here it may be remarked, her great error
after the battle of Langfide, was in croffing the Clyde. For,
had fhe remained on the weft fide of it, among her friends,
the might, with the reft of her fcattered army, have kept
Murray, and his party, at bay, until a treaty had been made
between them s and confequently have avoided her difmal
captivity, and ignominious death in England.

There are 2 bridges in this parifh, over the river Methven.
One of them was built by the county ; and the other, out of
the vacant ftipend of this parifh, when the prefent incumbent
was fettled. ——The ftate of the roads is far from being "good ¢
they were all made by the ftatute labour, which, for fome years,
was exalted inkind. But the heritors, not thinking that the
farmers wrought fo well as they ought, agreed to commute it
at 128 the plough : and, it muft be confeffed, that the work is
done to much better purpofe, fince this alteration took place.
—The parith, however, is fo extenfive, and the number of
ploughs fo few, that the roads will never be good, unlefs the
heritors agree to be at more expence themfelves. The gene-
ral opinion among the people, is, that the advantages of turn-
pikes, are grcaf. There are none, however, in the parifh, ex-
cept the great road, which is juft now making, between Pee-
bles and Glafgow, and which paffes through the eaft corner
of it. )

There are 3 fchools in this parifh ;—one in Libberton, one
in Quothquan, and one in White-Caftle. The rates of teach-
ing of the 3 fchool-mafters, are the fame, being 1s fterling, a
quarter, for Englith,—1s 6d. for writing,—and 2s for Latin,
&c. &c. The falary of the fchool-mafter in Libberton, is
L.8:11 fterling; and the number of his fcholars is about 35.
The falary of the fchool-mafter in Quothquan, arifes from a
mortification, and amounts to L.2:10: the number, of his
fcholars is generally about 20. The fchoolmafter in White-

3 Caftle
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Caftle has no fixed falary ; being employed by the inhabitants;
in that part of the parifh, to teach their children, merelyom
account of their great diftance from the fchools in Libberton
and Quothquan. .

There is only one alchoufe in the parifh, which tetails whi
ky, porter, and {mall beer. It does not appear, that it has any
bad effeét upon the morals of the parithioners ; the peopl in
this country being much lefs addicted to drinking than they
Were 40 years ago.

Twenty-five cottages have been pulled down, or converted
into ftables, and ftalls, within thefe 10 years, and 3 only have
been built within the fame period. This is an additiopal proof
of the depopulation of the parith.

NUMBER
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NUMBER XX

PARISH OF KIRKPATRICK-DURHAM.

(STEWARTRY OF KIRKCUDBRIGHT.)

By the Rev. Dr. LaMonT.

Origin of the Name.

THE origin of Kurkpatrick, or Kilpatrick, is evident. It

is a church, cell, or burying-place, dedicated to Pa-
trick, the tutelary faint of Ireland ;—a perfon, whofe name, in
antient times, feems to have been held in high veneration, in
the fouthern parts of Scotland. The origin of Durham is not
fo evident. It has given rife to many fpeculative opinions :
but moft probably it is detived from the Saxon words,
Durr, which fignifies, dry or barren,—and Ham, which de-
notes, avillage, or the divifion of a manor. If this deriva-
tion be jult, Durham becomes defcriptive of a country that
is dry and barren; an appellation that is peculiarly appli-
cable to the fituation, foil, and furface of this particular
diftrict.

Extent and Situation.—~The parith of Kirkpatrick-Durham
is about 9 miles in length, from fouth to north, and between
3 and 4 miles in breadth, from eaft to weft. It lies in the
frewartry of Kirkcudbright, and in the prefbytery, and fynod

Vor. IL Ii - of
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of Dumfries. It is bounded by the parifhes of Urr and Crofse
michael on the fouth,~by Parton and Balmaclellan, on the
weft,—by Glencairn and Dunfcore, on the north,—and by
Holywood andKirkpatrick-Irongray, on the eaft. The church
is fituatednearlyin the centre betwixt Dumfries, Kirkcudbright,
and New-Galloway; and is within 2 miles of the great road
from Carlifle to Portpatrick.

Antiguities.——In different parts of the parifh, there are vi-
fible remains of circular walls and mounds, of artificial con-
ftruGtion. What thefe have been, ot for what purpofes they
were ere&ted, cannot, at this remote period, be diftin&ly af-
certained; as there is no written record,'to perpetuate the me-
mory of their origin, nor any incontrovertible tradition, to ex-
plain the ufes to which they were deftined. Some think, that
they have been Roman fortifications, and others, that they have
been Druidical temples.: But the general opinion is, that they
bave been Danith encampments. The impartiality of hiftory,
however, prefumes not to venture dogmatical affertions, on a
fubje&, where the knowledge of truth, is either fhaded
by the drapery of fable, or loft in the fallacy of conjec-
ture.

" 8oil and Surface.—The upper part of the parifh, which gra-

dually rifes to the north, and which includes about one half of
its extent, is, in a very large proportion, covered with heath.
—Its average value, for pafture, is from 1sto 25 per acre;—
the grain, which is produced on fuch fpots as have been culi-
vated, is little more than fufficient to fupport the inhabitants.
~——The chief excellence, for which it is diftinguifhed, isthe
ftore of game, with which it abounds. Kirkpatrick moor has
long been celebrated for that prodution ; and, on the return
‘ of
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of every fhooting feafon, has ever invited the keen and altive
fportfmen of the neighbourhood, to enjoy their favourite a-
mufement, on its rough and uncultivated furface.--The lower
part of the parifh, which gradually declines towards the fouth,
is almoft entirely arable. The foil is thin and fandy. When
excited by lime, or ‘other ftimulating manures, it produces
rich and luxuriant crops ; and the grafs, which grows upon
thofe parts of the land which are improved, is kindly and noue
rihing. ‘The average value of the beft cultivated land, in
the lower end of the parifh, is from L.1 to L. 1: 10 per a-
ere. '

Agriculture and Produce.—The fyftem of agriculture, which
takes place in Kirkpatrick-Durham, is much the fame as that
which is adopted in other parifhes in the fouth of Scotland:
As the principles of that fyftem have been fully explained,
in the account of thofe parithes, the ftatiftical hiftory of which
has already been prefentedto the public, it would be improperto
detain the intelligent reader by unneceffary repetitions.m—
The quantity of grain, annually produced in the parifh, can-
not be precifely afcertained :—The reafon is this: The im-
provement of land being only in its infancy, large fields,
which formerly lay wild in a ftate of nature, are every year
brought into a ftate of tillage; fo that, upon a probable fup-
pofition, a tenth, or twelfth part of arable land, within the
parith, which was formerly neglected, is put into a fituation
of bearing grain; and confequently, till the whole arable land, in
the diftri&, is reduced to a ftate of culture, it will be impoffible
to fix, with any degree of accuracy, the extent of the annual
{pmduce 3 becaufe the account of any one particular year, is
extremely different from that of another. It is, however,
proper to remark, that, evenin the prefent partial ftate of cul-
tivation, there is much more grain produced in the parifh,

iz than
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than what is neceflary for the maintenance of the inhabitantsy
and the furplus is fent either to the Dumfries market, or to
the manufalturing towns on the weftern coaft of Scotland.—
Experiments have been made to raife wheat, barley, aad
rye ; butthe attempts have not been fo fuccefsful, as to induce
a general imitation. The fpecies of grain, which chiefly em-
‘ plo'ys the attention, and which moft liberally rewards the toils
of the farmer, is oats ; and it is highly probable, from the na-
ture, both of the fcafons, and of the foil, that oats will re-
main the ftaple grain of Galloway. Great quantities of pota-
toes are annually raifed : a confiderable proportion of them
is ufed as food by the inhabitants; and what is not neceflary,
for the purpofes of internal confumption is either fent tomarket,
or employed in feeding hogs, which, by many, is confidered
.as one of the moft lucrative branches of rural attentiog.

Mills and Multures,——The fpirit of agriculture, in Kirk-
patrick-Durham, is confiderably checked, and the progrefs of
improvement very much retarded, by a fevere fervitude, laid on
a great part of the parifh, in confequence of an aftrition to
‘the mill of Lochpatrick : This, after a dedulion of feed and
horfe corn, amounts to about the twelfth part of the whole
crop, produced on each farm, within the limits of the aftric-
tion. This is a burdenfome, and moft oppreflive taxation:
The farmers loudly complain of it; and, though their com-
plaints are not heard, yet they feem to be reafonahle.—For can
any propofition be more eviden than this,—that every tax, laid
upon agriculture, is hoftile to the interefts of induftry, and to
the progrefs of improvement, .and, of confequence, muft he
fubverfive of the public gaod ? It is hoped, therefore, that
proprietors of land, and perfons of power and influence, will
be rouled to exert themfelves, in arder te procure relief both for
themfelves, and their tenants, from this, and every other re-

maining
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maining fhackle of feudal oppreflion : And, it is not doubted,
that the liberal fpirit of the Britith Legiflature, will give coun-
tenance to any regular application, that may be made to them,
for a juft and equitable repeal of thofe laws, which are not
only burdenfome and opi)rcfﬁvc to the fubje@s of the country,
but even, in fome degree, incomfiltent with the principles of
a free conftitution, and contrary to the common rules of civi-
lized fociety.

Air and Climate.——The air is extremely pure and health-
ful. Having, atall times, a free and full circulation, its falu-
brity is feldom injured by noxious vapours. - Comparatively
fpeaking, there is but little ficknefs or difcafe in the parith. The
inhabitants, who are naturally of a found conftitution, and
who meet with no remarkable occurrences to wafte their
ftrength, generally enjoy the bleflings of life to a remote old
age. There died lately in the parifh, a woman, aged 108
years, whofe faculties were frefh, and almoft unimpaired to
the laft ; and there are living in it, juft now, a number of
perfons on the borders of 9o, who fupport the farigues of
their refpective cmployments, with an aftonithing degree of
frength and ability, and who tell the tales of former years,
with 2 vivacityand chearfulnefs, almoft approaching to the gai-
ety of youth.

Rivers and Lakes.—The river Urr runs along the weftern
fide of Kirkpatrick-Durham, from one end to the other. It
yifes from Loch-Uirr, a hake of confiderable magnitude on the
confines of Balmaclellan, and, after a winding courfe of a-
bout 20 miles, difcharges itfelf into the Solway Firth.——The

fith, which are moft frequently found in the Usr, are falmon,
1ca trout, burn trout, and pike.—— There are 4 large lakes in
the parifh, and 5 brooks, or hurns, which, rifing from diffe-
rent
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rent fources, and running in differént directions, empty them-
felves at laft into the Urr.

Number and Occupations of the Inbabitants.~The populz
tion of Kirkpatrick-Durham, in former times, cannot be fix-
“ed by any certain rule, as, from time immemorial, there has
been no parochial regifter of births, baptifms, or burials.
The return to Dr Webfter, was 699 fouls. The prefent
computation is about 1000: Of thefe, nearly one half are
males, and the other half females.

Dwelling-houfes 210 Blackfmiths - . 4
Heritors - - 36 Taylors - - 8
Heritors refident - 15 Shoemakers - - 3
Clergyman - - 1 Millers - - 2
School-mafter - - 1 Coopers - - 3
“Schoolmafter’s affiftant 1 Butcher - - 1
Farmers or tenants - 69 Baker - - 1
Mafons - - 14 Dancing-mafter -1
Weavers - - 13 Shop-keepers - = 3
Joiners - - 6 Inn-keepers - 7

The population of Kirkpatrick-Durham, for the laft 10 years,
has increafed with furprifing rapidity ;—and within the laft 2
years, may be fuppofed, without any great deviation from pro-
bability, to have been doubled.

Caufes of Population.—~The increafed population of the pa-
rith, is principally owing to the three following caufes: 1. A
public and moft beneficial road, about 15 or 16 years ago,
was made between the church of Kirkpatrick-Durham, and
the Dub of Hafs, 3 harbour on the Utr, nearly where that
river enters the Solway Firth; by which, a communication has

been
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been opened with the north of England, whence lime, that
great fource of improvement, has been imported ; and thus, a
fpirit of agriculture having been excited, it has given employ-
ment to a great number of labourers, and artificers of different
defcriptions. 2. The proprietors of land, who were formerly ac-
* cuftomed to let whole eftates to one tenant, for the purpofe of
pafture, (a praltice which tended very much to depopulate the
country, and toproduce continual emigration,) have of late y.ears
been induced todivide theirproperty intofmaller pofleflions, and
by that means, have greatly encreafed the number of tenants. 3.
Avillage has lately been ere&ed in the vicinity of the church,
which, though projected only about 7 or 8 years ago, has ad-
vanced fo rapidly, that there are about o dwelling-houfes al-
ready built, and nearly as many feued, which, it is expeted,
will be built in the courfe of 2 or 3 years. This village, though
as yet but in its infancy, hag given a livelinefs and anirgation
to the place, formerly unknown in that part of the country;
and has made a very confiderable addition to the number of the
inhabitants. But, as villages will always become nurferies of
diffipation and profligacy, when the iphabitants are idle, plans
have been formed to give them honeft, and creditable employ-
ment. In the courfe of the laft year, the three following fo-
cieties, or copartneries, were eftablithed: 1. A fociety for
carrying on a cotton manufallory, confifting of 6 members,
whofe operations were commenced on a capital of L. 120, or
L.20 each fhare. 2. A focicty for carrying on an woollen ma-
nufatory. This fociety confifts of § members, and begins its
operations on a capital of L. 100, or L.20each fhare. 3. A
Tociety of trade and commerce: This fociety confifts of 8o mem-
bers; and begins its operations upon the {mall capital of 8o

guineas, or 1 guinea each fhare.
Thefe focieties have their refpeive regulations, drawn up,
with as much care and attention as poffible, to preveng error or
fraud
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£raud, and thefe are fubfcribed by all the members. The antiual
profitswhich arifefromthefe differenteftablifhments, are propofs
ed, inagreatmeafure, to be added to the original ftock,and thus,
from fmalibeginnings, toadvance by humble and progreflive fteps
to fuch a degree of importance, as the fituation and circumftans
ces of the country will permit: And though the fmalinefs of
the refpetive capitals, may excite, in fome perfons, the idea
of infignificance, yet as the plans are evidently calculated to
promote induftry,—to give employment to the young,—and
to advance, though perhaps in a fmall degree, the good of the
country, they cannot fail to merit the approbation of every ho-
neft and virtuous citizen.

General State of the Parifp.—The valuation of the parith is |

L. 3500 Scots: the rental. about L. 3000 fterling.—The king
is patron.—Dr Lamont is the prefent incumbent. The manfe
and offices, which were built about 15 years ago, and the
church, which was ere€ted about 40 years ago, are all n2
ftate of complete repair. The ecclefiaftical benefice, including
ftipend, glebe, &c. is worth L. 110 fterling, per annum.—
The fchool-mafter’s income, may be computed at L. 30 per an
num; as, befides the legal falary, which is about L. 11, there
is a free houfe, and the intereft of near L. 300 fterling of mor.

tification.

State of the Poory, and their Provifions.——There are few
poor perfons in the parith. Such as belong to that clafs, are
fupported by weekly colletions ‘at the church, and the inte-
reft of afmall fund, faved out of the former colleQtions. A
few months ago, a focicty of a charitable complexion, was ¢
ftablithed in the parifh. The appellation which it has affumed,
is, The Sympathetic Society of Kirkpatrick-Durbam; and the
place where it mests, is at- the village before -deferibed. The

2 intention



of Kirkpatrick-Durbam. 237

intention of this fociety is.to provide a fource of relief for the
fick, and the old, for widows, and orphans. The fyftem en
which the fociety proceeds, is this;—every member, at his en-
trance, pays down 256d.--and, aslong ashe continues a member,
he gives in.6d. every month, which is added to the general
ftock. This money, under fixed and public regulations, is
diftributed by the office-bearers of the fociety, to fuch as are
found to be proper objets of relief; and the office-bearers,
whe are annually eleed, are refponfible for their manage-.
ment, during the continuance of their office. Societies of this
defcription are becoming frequentin different parts of the coun-
try, and they feem to deferve encouragement;—becaufe the
delicacy of the human feelings will be lefs hurt, when fupplies
are reccived from a fource of this kind, than when received
from the ordinary fources of charity: and likewife they will
tend, in a great meafure, to fuperfede, at leaft in this part of
the ifland, the neceflity of other charitable inftitutions ; and to
prevent the exiftence of thofe heavy taxes for the relief of the
poor, which are fo much, and, on fome accounts, perhaps, fo
juftly complained of, in the fouth¢rn part of the united king-
dom. .

Faiv and Races.—~There is an annual fair in the parith, on
the laft Thurfday of March. It is held in the village before
mentioned; and in the afternoon, when the bufinefs of the
day is moftly concluded, foet races, and other diverfions, are
exhibited, for the entertainment of thofe who chufe to attend
them. This fair has increafed moft remarkably for the laft §
years ; and if the manufa&tories, which are begun this year,
thould have any tolerable degree of fuccefs, it is probable that
they will flill increafe more and more. About 4 years ago,
a courfe was prepared, in a field adjoining to the village, for
horfe races, which have regularly taken place every yeas fince

Vor. IL Kk thejs




258 - Statiftical Account

theircommencement, and are propofed tobe continued arinually
in all time coming. Thefe races have given a wonderful degree
of publicity to the place, and have been the means of colleting
great numbers of fpeftators: At the laft races, the perfons
prefent were computed tor B not fewer than 8oco. They are
attended by the nobility and gentry of the neighbouring diftritts
of Dumfrics and Galloway; and the fports of the day are always
concluded by a ball in the evening, which is held in an affeme
“bly-room, lately built in the village; that is finifhed in 2
ftyle of elegance and accommodation, which excites the afto-
nifhment of ftrangers.

Inns.—~There are 7 inns, or alehoufes in the parith, which
are faid to be very well frequented ; and*which, it is belicved,
produce, in this parith, much the fame effets as they doine-
ther parifhes ;~that is, a mixture of good and evil : on one
hand, they are producive of 'good, by affording entertainment
to the traveller, and accommodation to thofe who have occa-
fion to meet, upon private or public bufinefs ;—and, on the o-
ther hand, they are produétive of evil, by giving opportunity
to the idle and diffipated, to indulge themfelves in pralices,
which are but little conne&ed with either the temporal or fpi-
ritual interefts of fociety.

Raads,—— A r0ad from Kirkcudbright to Edinburgh, ands-
nother from New Galloway to Dumfries, crofs each other, at
right angles, at the entry to the village of Kirkpatrick-Durham.
Thefe roads have not hitherto been much attended to; but
the high expediency, of having them put into proper repair, has
of late attralted the notice of the gentlemen of the county;
and committees of the commiffioners of fupply, and juftices of
the peace, have been appointed, to fix the proper lines for thefe
roads, and to get them made as foon as poffible. 'When pro-
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perly finifhed, they will be of fingular advantage, not only to
the parifh of Kirkpatrick-Durham, but alfo to the county at
large;——as, in travelling from Kirkcudbright to Edinburgh,
the road over the moor, willbe at leaft 12 miles fhorter, than
that which goes by Dumfries and Moffat ;—and farther, as it
will open up an eafy and beneficial communication, betwixt
the lower part of the ftewartry of Kirkcudbright, and the up-
per part of the fhire of Nith{dale, by which corn and meal
may be conveniently taken, from the ftewartry, to Sanquhar,
and the country around it ;—and coals from Sanquhar, and
limeftone from Clofeburn, or Barjirg, may be brought into
the ftewartry. This country is evidently only in the infancy
of improvement ; but a little attention and expence, praperly
applied, might foon bring it into a fituation, equally advantage-
ous to the interefts of fociety, and honourable to thofe, whofe
public fpirit induces them, by encouraging the exertions, and
rewarding the induftry of their countrymen, to promote the.
general benefit of the community.

Import and Expert.—The articles generally exported from
the parifh, not including theep, horfes, or black cattle, which,
at the proper feafons, are fent to different markets, are oats,
barley, oat-meal, potatoes, and wool. The articles imported
into the parith, are lime, coals, ftone-ware, and thofe goods
of all kinds which are retailed by the fhop-keepers.

Fuel.—~The gentlemen, who refide in the parith, generally
burn coals, which they get from Sanquhar, Dalmellington,
or Whitehaven. The fmiths get the coals, neceflary for the
purpofe of the forge, from Sanquhar, or Dalmellington. The
other inhabitants ufe peats; of which there is fuch great a-
bundance in Kirkpatrick-Durham, that the neighbouring pa-
rithes of Urr and Crofsmichael, receive confiderable fupplies

Kk2 from,
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from it every year, When once the roads above mentioned
are made, peats will become of lefs value, and coals will proba-
bly be ufed, (atleaft in part,) by almoft all the families in the
parifh. ‘

Price of Provifions.—The prices of grain and meal are very’

mutable; but in general, the price of meal is from 1s 6d. to
23 per ftone :~butter about 9d per pound ;—~cheefe about 4d ;~
beef and mutton about 3d :—fowls from 8d to 1s. each, ac-
cording to their weight or fatnefs ;—and eggs 3d, or fome-
times 4d per dozen. The prices, of all the articles of con.
fumption, have rifen greatly within thelaft yoyears; and are ex-
pe&ted to rife fill higher, in proportion as the country be-
comes richer, more populous, and more cultivated.

Price of Labour.——The price of labour here is vety high.
The wages of an experienced man-fervant, for the year, are not
lefs than 7 or L.8. The wages of an experienced womane
fervant, for the year, from L.2 : 10, to L.4. The wages ofa
harveft-labourer, are from L.1:5to L. 1:10. of a day-la-
bourer, ts 3d. in fummer, and 1s. in winter 3 of a mafor,
from 1s 8d. to 2s. :

The Ecclefiafiical State of the Parifb.—The ecclefiaftical afe
fairs of this parifh, as in every other parifh in Scotland, ar¢
under the direion of the kirk-feflion. This court, anxious ta
regulate its proceedings, by a ftrict regard to law, juftice, ex-
pediency, and decotum, never indulges a fpirit of inquifitori-
al inveftigation, or perplexes itfelf with a train of idle or vex-
atious procefles. There is no diffenting meeting-houfe of any
denomination in the parifh. There are a few Cameronfans,
and a few Seceders in it; but liberty of conlcience, and the
unqueftionable right, which every man has to chufe his own

religion,
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religion, are principles fo well underftood, that few difturban-
ces arife from the turbulence of fa&tion, or the ftrife of con-
troverfy. Though a religious fe&, called Buchanites, refided
for fometime in the parifh, yet that circumftance did not pro-
duce one inftance of apoftacy from the Eftablithed Church. In
fhort, the wildnefs of fuperftition, and the bigotry of fanati-
cifm are giving place to liberal fentiment, and rational religi-
on:—and every good Chriftian beholds with pleafure, the
ditates of reafon, and the maxims of morality, happily con-
nefling themfelves with the do&rines of faith, and the duties
of devotion,

NUMBER
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NUMBER XX

PARISH OF NEWTON UPON AYR.

(COUNTY OF AYR.)

By the Rev. MR. PeeBLEs.
———————

Origin of the Name.

N the charters granted to this burgh, Newton, is called
Nova villa dey, or more commonly Super Air. It is now
generally known, by the name of Newton upon Ayr. Itevi-
dently derives that appellation, from its vicinity to the adjacent
royal borough. Though built at a later period, it appears, that
Newton originally poflefled, as it ftill does, diftin& and inde-
pendent privileges, and hence it is called, not the Newton of

Ayr, but Newton upon the banks of the river of that name.

Situation and Extent.—Newton lies in the county, prefby-
tery, and fynod of Ayr. It was at firft included in the parih
of Preftick, but was ereted into a feparate parith in 1779. Its
extent is very inconfiderable, not above a mile and a halfin
Jength, and a mile in breadth. , It is bounded by the parithes
of Preftick and St Quivox, and, in every other quarter by the
river Ayr, and the fea.

. Tke Burgh.—Newton is a byrgh of barony, or regalitys
' holding
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holding directly of the king. By whom it was erected, is un~
certain, as the original charters are loft; but tradition fays,
that Robert I. who, in his old age, was feized with a fcro-
phulous, or leprous diforder, granted Newton and Preftick
the privileges they now enjoy, in confideration of the kindnefs
thown him upon the occafion of his illnefs. The fame king,
itis alfo faid, endowed an hofpital for old infirm people, cal-
led King's Gafe, which ftill exifts, and is fituated near the boun-
dary of this parith.———The oldeft paper in the cufto-
dy of the community of Newton, is dated in 1574, and
contains a fhort precept, directed to the two baillies of
the burgh, empowering them to exercife authority in the
town ; but there is no fignature affixed to it. All the privile-
ges, formerly given to the borough, were renewed by James
VI of Scouand, and I. of England, by a charter, dated the
24th of September 1595 ; and another charter, to the fame ef-
felt, was granted, about § years after.

In thefe charters, no mention is made of the internal regula-
tions of the burgh; but from antientand conftant ufage,’its
conftitution has acquired certain peculiarities. The number of
freemen or burgefles, is limited to 48, which compofe the
community. Each of thefe freemen poflefles, what is called, a
lot Or freedom, eontaining about 4 acres of arable land ; befides
the common, on which the burgefles have an exclufive right
to pafture their cattle. No houfes are annexed to thefe free-
doms; but every burgefs muft refide in the burgh, or pofiefs a
houfe as his property, which he may rent to any of the inha-
bitants. The community meet every two years to clect their
magiftrates ; and, at this ele@ion every freeman has a vote.
They choofe two baillies, one treafurer, and fix counfellors,
who have the management of every thing belonging to the
burgh ; but on urgent occafions, they call meetings of the
community. Of late, little or nothing has been done without

taking
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taking the fenfe of the freemen. This method, howevet,
account of their numbers,is fometimes a hindrance to bufinefs.
‘The accounts of the treafurer are open to the infpetion of e-
very freeman, and he is accountable to the community at large.
The right of fucceffion to their freedoms is limited. A fon
fucceeds to his father; and a widow, not having a fon, en-
joys the property of her hufband as long as the lives. Butas
the female line is excluded, the lots or freedoms frequently
“revert to the town, who difpofe of them to the moft induftrious
inhabitants of the place, on their advancing a certain. fum of
money, which isplacedin the public fund. Each freedom is valu-
ed at L. 25, though none have given fo much for it. The com-
mon revenue of the burgh, exclufive of thefe freedoms, is
fmall. It arifes from certain feu duties; the rent of a mill,
a ropework, fome carpenters yards, and other fmall proper-
ties, which produce about L. 6o per annum ; but of late years,
they have derived confiderable profit from the coal works in
their eftate. This fund, hewever, is precarious, and uncer-
tain. :

The Town,—its Grounds, and Surface.——The town prim-
cipally confifts of one large ftreet, about 680 yards in length,
and about 3o feet in breadth. It is unfortunately incumber-
ed near the bridge, with a mill, &c. the removal of which,
would be a great convenience and improvement. There are
three other ftreets in the parith, but theirextent is not great. In
that part of it, called Garden-ftreet, there formerly ftood 2
large dwelling-houfe, denominated Newtonca-ftle, which
was, for along time, the property of the Wallaces of Craigics
but now fome part of the wall, which inclofed the garden, 2-
lone remains.  Thirty houles have been built in the town
within thefe thirteen years; but ten of them on old feund»
tions. -

*-
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The greateft part of the ground, belonging to the communi-
ty,is a dead level, lying to theeaft, and north-eaft of the
towd. <—The foil is a light blowing fand, fo that the land, a-

‘long the coaft to the north-eaft, wears a gloomy appearance.
e might be meliorated, by rearing plantations of Scots fir, and
of the larix, but, above all, of the pineafter, whieh is called
the maritime pine, from its thriving fo near the fea. No du-
rable inclofures can be made but at a great expence. The
more (inland part is rather of a better foil, with a ftratum of
mofs on the furface. It was once a morafs, but was drained
many years ago at fome expence. By this drain, the water is
coriveyed, that ferves the mill, belonging to the community.—
A plan of all their grounds was drawn up fometime ago by
the Town-Council ; and another was lately executed by the
company, who rent their coal.  The arable ground confifts of
above 200 acres, and the commion about 150. The whole is
valued in the cefs-books at L. 117 Scots, and the property is
cftimated to be worth in all L. 4o000- fterling. From the na-
ture of the foil, which is moftly a bed of blowing fand, to 2
confiderable depth, the ground is far from being fertile ; it re-
_ quire§ conftant mamuring to render it moderately produtive.
The beft and moft profitable crop is rye-grafs and clover.
Ohats and bearare the gralirs commonly fown. The feed-time
for oats, is from the middle of March to the middle of April :
and that for barley, from the aoth of April, to the 25th of May.
It is thought, that the inhabitants fow their grain'much too
late. Ryt is fometimes cultivated with advantage; but this
crop impoverithes the ground.— Sea-weed is found to an-
fwer as manure ; but the quantity caft on the fhore is not
great.——The foil, in tolerable feafons, produces excellent
potatoes.——The whole parifh is open and unfheltered. No
a tree to be found, and no thorn hedges of any growth, ow-
ing to the violence of the wefterly winds, which often blow
Vou. II. L1 feverely
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feverely on this coaft, during the winter feafon. The property
of the borough, however, might be much improved, and its
value greatly increafed. The only public road, is the high
way leading through Preftick, to Kilmarnock and Glafgow,
which is always kept in tolerable repair. On this road there
are two turnpikes within the parith; one of which rents &
L. 100, and the other at L. 285 per annum.

Population of the Parifp.—Not above a century ago, New-
ton contained few inhabitants; prebably from 300 to 400.
Within the laft 40 years, the number has greatly increafed.
This increafe was chicfly owing to an extenfive herring fithe-
¥y, at that time, carried on along this coaft, particularly neas
the mouth of the river, which continued upwards of 15 years.
e—=When the coalleries on the Newton and Blackhoufe
grounds began, the number of the inhabitants ftill increafed.
In the year 1778, when the prefent incumbent made his firft
parochial vifitation, the number from 7 years of age, and up-
wards, was 12603 and that of fouls, 1600. Since that time,
no enumeration of fouls hath been taken. For fome years af-
terwards, the number rather decreafed, owing to the failure
of the coal-werks. But fince thefe have been refumed, which
was about § years ago, the number has been increafing. At
the laft vifitation, in fummer, 1790, there were found 1350
perfons, from 7 years and upwards: Of thefe, 610 were
males, and 740 females; the mumber of families amounting
to 380; the number of fouls to about 1750.——The follow-
ing is a ftatement of the births and marriages, for the laft 10
years :

Aifred
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Abfraft of Births and Marriages.

Years. Births. Marriages.
178t - - - 46 -« - - - 10
1782 - - - 53 - - - - 1T
1783 -~ - - 4 - - - - 13

1784 - - - 44 - - - - 7

1785 - - - 40 - - -~ = 6
1786 - - - 36 - - - - 20

1787 - - - 43 - - - - 13
1788 - - 57 - - - - 20
1789 - et - 48 - - - - 12
5790 - - - 8 - - - - 1]

465 129

¥From the above ftatement, the number of births, at an 2-
verage, amounts to above 46, and of marriages, about 13 an-
nually. No exaé account can be given of the number of
deaths, as no proper burial ground has been allotted for the
ufe of the inhabitants : the greateft part burying in Preftick or
Ayr, in St Quivox, and the burying ground belonging to the
Seceding meeting-houfe, in the parifh of St Quivox. Burial-
ground is much needed; which the community might pro-
vide at a fmall expence, by inclofing a part of their wafte land,
in the vicinity of the town. The number of deaths is- fuppof-
ed to amount to 30, annually.——The whole of the inhabi-
tants belong to the Eftablithed Church, a few families excep-
ted, (about 12 in all,) who are moftly of the fect, called the
Antiburgher Seceders. '

Ecelefiafical State of the Parifb.—The next article, that de-
~Ll2 ferves
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ferves attention, is, the eretion of Newton into a feparate
parith. The borough lying at the diftance of 3 miles from
Monkton, formerly the parith church, where the inhabitants
had little or no accommodation, the community, from the
funds of the town, generoufly built the prefent houfe for pub-
lic worthip, in the year 1777, which was at firft eftablifhed
with confent of the prefbytery, on the footing of a chapel of
cafe. . Finding this plan attended with fome difadvantages,
the community, in the year 1778, applied ta the Lords Com-
miffioners for plantation of kirks, and valuation of tiends, to

have their town disjoined from the united parifhes of Monk-

ton and Preftick, and ereed into a feparate parith. In con-
fequence of this application, they obtained a decreet far that
purpofe, in 17793 having previoufly puschafed the right of pa-
tronage to their church, from the patrons of the united parifh-
es of Monkton and Preftick. By the above decreet, it is efta-
blithed, that the community fhall choofe, every yecar, 13 of
their number to manage the fecular affairs of the church, who
are ftyled delegates. When a vacancy takes place, thefe 13

- delegates have the fole power of cle@ing a paftor, and of

granting a prefentation, with this provifo, that 9 of the 13
muft be unanimous in the choice. ‘ '
The ftipend, at firft, amounted only to L 65; but it has
fince received ap addition of L. 10 per asnum, in licu of the
coal below the glebe. In 5780, the town granted a glebe of
4% acres; part of which is now ogcupied by the manfe and
garden. The ground being poor, and of a light fand, itrent-
ed, before the manfe was built, only at § guineas per annum,
though in the vicinity of a populoys place. All that is allow-
ed for grafs, is the liberty of keeping a cow, apd ber follow-
er, on the common belonging to the town. The glebe is
not well inclofed, which leffens its value. The melioration of
glebes by inclofipg, which has been under the confideration of
the
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the General Afiembly, deferves every poflible encouragement.
—A manfe was firft built in 1787.——A houfe is alfo appro-
priated for the parifh fchool. The number of fcholars that
attend it, is from 40 to 50, The wages are 2s per quarter fér
Englith; 28 6d for writing; and 3s for arithmetic. There
are fome private fchools in the town ; and a few of the inha.
bitants fend their children to the fchools of Ayr, bcmg' aimoft
equally near.

Poor of the Parifb.—Owing to the want of manufactures of
every kind, and to the conftantinflux of beggars from Ireland,
few places, in proportion to their extent, are more diftrefled
with poor than this parifth. Manyof them, indeed, who
relide only a fhort time in the place, can lay no legal claim to
fupplies from the kirk-feffion, but they are ftill a burden to
the inhabitants, by their begging from door to door. The
number of monthly penfioners is daily increafing, while the
only fund, to be diftributed among them, is fmall and preca-
rigus. There is no fund indeed, for the purpofe, but what
arifes from colle&tjons at the church doors, on Sundays, and
facramental occafions, amounting in whole to L. 50 per annum.
At prefent there are 18 penfioners on the poors roll, each of
which receives from 2s to 4s 6d per month; befides others who
are fupplied occafionally. No ftent or tax has been laid on
the inhabitants for the fupport of the poor; but if their de-
mands continue to increafe, as they have done for feveral years
paft, that meafure will foon become ynavoidable. Attempts
have often been made to eftablith regulations, concerning the
poor in this part of the country, but, from various caufes, they
have proved unfuccefsful.

Coal.——A confiderable quantity of coal is found in the
grounds belonging to the community, and has been wrought
for
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for many years. It was rented from the town, at L.250 pr
annum ; but the work was abandoned ahout 10 years ago, and
the leafe was confequently broken. It was refumed in 1786,
by a company of refpe@able gentlemen at Edinburgh, and has
ever fince been carried on with fuccefs. The tackfmen pay |
a duty of 6d. tothe town for every tun they raife. The firft |
3 or 4 years, the town’s profits amounted to above L. 300 pr
annum, which makes the number of tuns above 1200 yearly,but,
for the two laft years, the produce has not been fo confiderable.
—The greateft part of the coal is fhipped for Ireland,—The
prefent company, at fome expence, have made a waggonway |
from the pits to the harbour, the road reaching to the key,
.which renders it exceedingly convenient for loading veffels.— |
The price of the coal is 58 6d. per tun, each tun weighing2; |
cwt. The quantity of water in the pits is fo confiderable,
that it was found neceffary to ere&t a large fteam engine. The
pumps are of 14 inches bore; and - the quantity of water
difcharged is 36 gallons at each ftroke, the ftroke being repeat- |
ed about ten times in the minute, or 360 gallons in the minute.
This difcharge continues 20 hours in the 24.—~There are two
feams of coal, about 4 feet thick each, the upper feam is 30
*=~ fathoms deep from the furface; the greateft part of which
near the town, is already wrought. The lower feam, which
is 20 fathoms deeper than the upper, is flill untouched. No
probable conje&ture has been formed, what quantity of coals
remains in the grounds-of the community. There is another
"coal pit in the parith, belonging to a private individual,
wrought by the, above tackfmen, for which, they paya dutyof
1od per tun; but it is of fmall extent, and will foon be exhauft-
ed. The coal in the Blackhoufe grounds, in the neighbour-
bourhood, being in the parifh of St Quivox, comes not with-
in the limits of this defcription.

Harbeur.



of Newton upon Ayr. 271

Harbour.—Newton upon Ayr is a fea-port town ; the north
caft fide of the river, lying in the parith, which, with the o-
ther fide in the parifh of Ayr, forms the harbour.—The town,
like that of Ayr, is (ituated at a fmall diftance above the place
where the veflels ly.——A few houfes, of late, have beenbuilt
nearer the quay.—The entrance to the harbour has always becn
precarious, by reafon of a bank at the mouth of the river, formed
chiefly by the fand thatiscarried down the river bylandfloods; of
late years, the accefs has been ftill more difficult. The bed of the
river is narrow, and the depth of water, at fpring tides, not a-
bove 12 feet; fo that vefels, exceeding 140tons, regifter burden,
cannot be brought over the bar.—In December, 1789, con-
fiderable damage was done to the fhipping of this place: no
lefs a number than 12 veflels, in one night, were ftranded,
fome to the fouth, and others to the north of the harbour;
— one of them was totally wrecked, and all the hands in it pe~
rithed : feveral men, on board the other veflels, at the fame
time, loft their lives. This deplorable calamity pointed out
the neceflity of ereéting a light-houfe. The defign was ac-
cordingly carried into execution, by the gentlemen who rent
the coal belong the community. At their own expence, they
ereted, laft year, two refle€ting lights, both of which ftand
on the north-¢aft ide of the harbour, in this parith. A
fmall duty is paid by each veffel for maintaining them *.

Though

* The following direQious are to be obferved, by veficls coming
jato the harbourat any time of the night : ¢ ift, One of the lights
% continues burning all night ; the other is lighted at half floed,
« and continues burning till half ebb. 2d, Both lights muft be
¢ brought under one, which brings the veflels into the right chan-
¢ nel of beft water, over the bar. The bearance of the lights
« coming in by the compafs, is S. E. by E. half E. 3d, Veflcls

¢ drawing
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Though thefe lights were only ere&ted in O&ober, 1790,
they have already been found very beneficial. The greateft at-
tention has been paid to them, fo that no accidents have hap-
pered through negleét.

The principal trade cartied on at prefent, in the harbour, is
the exportation of coal. For four years paft, above 300 vef-
fels have been annually loaded with coal, which go to Dublin,
Belfaft, Learne, and other places in Ireland. A few veflels
are alfo employed in bringing firin logs, and plank, from Me-
mel, and other parts in the Eaft feas.—Since the annexation of
the Ifle of Man to the Crown, and particularly fince' the late
ads of parliament concerning fmuggling, any fpecies of illi-
cit trade is now little pra&ifed in this, orinany other part of the
neighbourhood. ——There are two packet boats to Greenock,
one to Liverpool, and fometimes one goes to Campbleton.
No regular ftated communication has hitherto been formed be-
tween this port and London.

Ship building and Ropework.—-For many yearspaft, thip building
has been carried on at this harbour,—but it is only of late, that
this branch has met with any particular encouragement. By
the allivity and diligence of fome individuals in the parith,
a number of veflels have been conftruéted, and the bufinefs
feems to proceed with fpirit and vigour. It is carried on chief-
ly on this fide of the river, asaffording many more copvenien-
ces than the other. Fifty hands are employed in this branch of
bufinefs, whofe wages are from 20d to 22d per day.——Onk
wood is brought from England and Wales, fir from Dantzick

the

¢ drawing 9 feet water may make for the bar, as foon as the fe-
‘ eond lamp is lighted. 4th, A flag is hoifted in the day-time,

Coat half flood, and continues till hdlf ebb.”
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the extent of .the trade, at this time, will be about L. 5000
per annum.

$he only rape-work in the neighbourhood is on this fide of
the river. Same years ago, little was done inthis line; but it is
now beginning to revive. Ten hands are employed in manu-
faQuring ropes. The extent of the bufinefs is from L. 1500,

to L. 2000 per annym.—The hemp is imported from Peter{-
burgh. :

Fifberies.——A falmon fifhing is carried on at the mouth
of the river, and along the coaft, as far as the parith extends,
to the northward. This fifhing; it is faid, originally belonged
to the burgh of Newton; which is the more probable, as fith-
eries are particularly mentioned in their charter: but it was
purchafed from them, or othetwife got pofeffion of, by the
‘Wallaces of Craigie, who retained it in their hands till within
thefe few years, when the eftate was fold. It was then pur-
chafed by a fociety of writers or attornies, in the town of
Ayr, who paid L. 1100 fterling,. forit; and now it rents at
L. 80 per annam. —Four boats are employed in this
fithing, and four men to each. boat; their wages is 1s per
day.

‘White fifh, haddocks, cod, and ling, with a few macka-
rel, flounders, and lobfters, are taken in this bay. This
fifhing is carried on by fome of the natives of the town, but
chiefly by a fet of fifhers, who, within thefe 20 years, came
from the parith of Pitfligo, and the adjacent places in the
north country: Moft of them refide in this parifh, and they
are an induftrious fet of people; but their profits are not con-
fiderable. . Nine boats, and 4 men to each boat, are employed
in this fifhery.

Seal fithing is alfo followed by a few of the inhabitants.
One of the fifhers in this branch obtained, for feveral years

Vo. II. Mm pafty
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paft, a confiderable premium from the Truftees of the
fitheries, for his diligence and fuccefs.——Several go to the
herring buffes, in the Weft Highlands, and HMlands; ,but
the two laft years were remarkably unfavourable, fo that they
were great lofers by the expedition, The number of hands
employed at fea, from this parifh, exclufive of the falmon,
the feal, and white fithing, amounts to §o; fome of whom,
at one feafon of the year, go abroad in trading veflels, and,
at another, are engaged in the herring fithery.

Difeafes.——We fhall conclude this account with a few
remarks on the health of the inhabitants.——Though the
grounds of the parith ly low, yet the air is pure and healthy;

"owing to the vicinity of the fea, and the dry and fandy bot-

tom of the foil. No epidemical diforders are peculiar to the
inhabitants; and infeQious difeafes feldom prevail. to any
great height. It is, however, affirmed by fome of the
medical department, that the air is too pure for conftitu-
tions inclining to a confumptive habit j—~few of the natives

“of the place, however, fall a facrifice to that diftemper.——

The health of the inhabitants is much injured by the too
frequent ufe of fpirituous liquors. And it would be advan-

‘tageous both to their health and morals, if there were few-

er alchoufes. Though the town is of fmall extent, it is
compute , that there are 12 publichoufes, befides feveral places
where fpirituous liquors are fold. On the whole, however,
though the inhabitants, in gencral, do not arrive at extreme
old age, there are few places, where the ineftimable blefling
of health is enjoyed to a greater degree; fo that this part of
the country has, with fome juftice, been called the Monspe-
hier of Scotland.

4
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NUMBER XXIL

PARISH OF KIRKINTILLOCH.

(counTY oF DUMBARTON.)

By the Rev. Mr. WiLLiax Dunn.

Extent, Situation, Surface, toc.
’ THE diftri&, which now conftitutes the parith of Kirkin-
tilloch, made, in the time of -the Romans, a part of
the northern boundary of the province of Valentia. When,
at an after period, the country was divided into parifhes, it
acquired the name of Wefter Leinzie. Under that ‘denomi-
nation, it was given, by Robert I. of Scotland, to Sir Robert
de Fleming, in confideration of the eminent fervices, he had
performed, in the courfe of the long and bloody conteft, which
that monarch carried on with the Englith, for the poffef-

fion of the Scottith throne.

The great Roman wall, commonly called Graham’s dyke ¥,
. Mm2 pafling

® Roman Wall.—The remains of the Roman wall, and of three
large forts, and as many watch-towers built upon it, may fill be
diftin&ly traced in this parifh. The wall proceeds through Kirk-
intilloch for the fpace of § miles, between caft and weft, The

" firft
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pafing through the whole length of the parith, its former
name was probably derived from that circumftance, fince
Leinzie, may, by no very fanciful etymology, be confidered
as a provincial corruption of the Latin term, Linea. Its pre-
fent appellation, KirkintiHoch, or rather Caerpentilloch, is
faid to fignify, in the language of the antient inhabitants of
North Britain, ¢ the end of along tongue or promontary of
€ rifing ground ” which is exactly defcriptive of the fituation
of the town, ftanding on the extremity of a ridge, advancing

from

irft of thefe pofts upon the eaft fide, ftands upon the top of the
Barr-hill ; a fituation fo elevated, as to command a view of almoft
the whole length of the wall, both ealt and weft. The fortisa
fquare area of 150 yards. Some vaults belonging to it, have late-
ly been difcovered. Thefe are fill entire ; and are covered above
with flat bricks, and floored with a mnxture of lime and black
and white gravel, refembling fand from the fea fhore, very

unlike any that is now to be found in thns nexghbourhood. The
next of thefe forts, proceeding weftward, is fituated three miles
diftant, at the village of Auchindowie: this appears an oblong
re&angular figure, extending 150 yards one way, and 70 another.
It is now almoft defaced ; one part of the area being now a corn-
field, whilc another is occupied by. the houfes of the village; and
the reft has been cut away in opening the canal between the Forth
" and the Clyde. Two miles onward, in the fame dire&ion, i
the fort of Peel ; fituate on a piece of rifing ground, at the weft-
ern end of the town of Kirkintilloch; oblong and re@angular,
9o yards in length, 8o in breadth; fingular, in being fituated on
the north fide of the wall, whereas the others ftand upon the
fouth fide.——Stones, bearing infcriptions, have been dug up 2-
mong the ruins of all thefe forts : But the only words of thefe in-
fcriptions, that could be read, were, Licro sEcunpa AyGusTa
YECIT.

I
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from the fouth, into a plain on the banks of the Kelvin. From
the town, the name came at length to be extended to the
whole diftri&t. '

The parifh is fituated in the fhire of Dumbarton, or Len-
nox, in the prefbytery of Glafgow, and fynod of Glafgow
and Ayr. It is of a triangular figure, no where exceeding 5%
milesinlength. kts breadth varies confiderably.—The face of the
ground, althoughdiverfified throughoutbyafucceflion of waving
fwells, is no where broken into abrupt precipices; and, ex-
cepting in one place of inconfiderable extent, mo where de-
formed by rugged rocks.~——There are no lakes in the diftrict.
The Kelvin is the principal river, which, of itfelf, isa ¢onfi-
derable body of water, and, which is joined in its courfe along
this parifh, by mahy {maller ftreams; in particular, by the
Skinna, and the Luggie. The latter paffcs through the town
of Kirkintilloch,

Soil, Foffils, and Animals.—The hufbandman finds a confide-
rable diverfity of foils, through the lands in this diftri€t. The
ground along the fouthern part of the Kelvin, is of a deep,
marfhy nature, and is often overflowed by the river. The
foil of a fmall tract, towards the north-eaft angle, is of a
light reddifh earth, upon a whinftone and gravelly bottom.
Around the town of Kirkintilloch, the foil is a light black
loam, 16 or 18 inches deepy on a reddith tilly bottom. A
ftrong natural clay prevails through the fouthern, and the
caftern parts of the parith. Traéts of mofs, affording a black
peat earth, are interfperfed here and there, throughout the
whole diftn&t.——Lime, coal, and freeftone, are found
in great abundunce.—The ftreams by which the parith is wa-
tered, afford falmon, trout, perch, and pike.—We have the
common domeftic animals,—horfes, cows, fwine, and a few
fheep.—eQur draught-horfes are ftrong, gentle, and hand-

fome



278 Statiftical Account

fome. Our milch-cows often yield 8 Englifh gallons of milk
in a day.

Cultivation and Produce of the Lands.—The lands in this
parith are almoft entirely arable ;—~and we have happily abun-
dance of the beft manures. Our farmers, accordingly, are chicf-
ly employed in agriculture. Oats, barley, hay from fown graffes,
flax, pcafe, beans, and a fmall proportion of wheat, are our
chief articles of crop. Turnips begin to be cultivated among
us. Diing, lime, a compoft of earth with other materials,
and an addition of fimplg earth, of a different nature from the
foil of the field upon which it is laid, are the manures princi-
pally made ule of.

A chalder of lime, confifting of 16 bolls, each of which

" contains 3 firlots, wheat meafure, is, at prefent bought,

at any of the lime-works, in the neighbouring parith of Camp-
fie, for 6s8d.

"The average produce of oats and barley, through thefe lands,
may, in moderately favourable feafons, be about § or 6 bolls
anacre: And, in years of moderate plenty, their aveugé price
in the market, is from 13s to 14s, a boll. The farms are in
general fmall; confiting commonly of about goacreseach.
The farmer is often proprietor, in feu, of his own farm. The
lands may be cftimated as either atually yielding, or, at
leaft, capable of yielding from 158 to 20s an acre, of yearly

rent.

Town, and the Employments followed in it.—— The town of
Kirkintilloch is}a very antient burgh of barony. It was ere&ed
about 1170, by William, King of Scots, in favour of William
Cumin, Baron of Leinzie, and Lord of Cumbernauld; and fill
holds of the barony of Cumbernauld, for the paymentof 12
merks Scots, of yearly feu-duty. The privileges with which

it
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it has been endowed, are very ample. Its burgefles cle&
their own magiftrates, independently of the lord of the baro-
ny. The magiftrates are two baillies; and are annually cho-
fen. They are impowered by the charters of the burgh, to
hold courts, levy fines, imprifon offenders, or even banifh
them from their liberties ; and in fhort, to exercife every right
with which the baron himfclf was vefted, before the ere@ion
of the burgh. Thefe rights, the community have continued,
ever fince that period, to enjoy, undifturbed. They were, in
no degree, affeted by the a&, by which the Britith parlia-
ment, in 1748, abolithed the heritable jurifditions in Scot-
land. A large trat of land was alfo annexed to this burgh at
its ereCtion; and is now feued out, from time to time, in
moderate parcels, as purchafers offer. —Lincns and cot-
tons, of different forts, are manufatured here.——The wea-
vers are the moft numerous clafs of mechanics in it. Many of
the other mechanical employments, which fupply the necefla-
ties, and the ordinary conveniencies of life, are likewife prac-
tifed.— Mr Stirling, youunger of Glorat, a gentleman of dif-
tinguithed public fpirit, lately ereted a {mall cotton-mill.
Hand-machines, for fpinning cotton, were, at the fame time,
introduced. The undertaking is in a very thriving condition.
And, as the parifh affords fcveral other happy fituations, it is
probable, that thefe may foon be occupicd by more works of
the fame kind.

Highways, and the Canal.—One of the great roads between
Glafgow and Edinburgh, pafles through the town of Kirkin-
tilloch ; which is 7 miles diftant from the former, and 49 from
the latter.—None of our rivers are navigable; but the great ca-
nal between the Forth and the Clyde, paffesthrough the whole
length of this parith.  After having been frequently propofed,
fince the Union, this canal was at length begun in 1768, and

finithed
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finithed in 1990. The trade upon it is already great, and it
rapidly increafing. One of its firft effe€ts has been, to equa-
lize, in a greac meafure, the price of grain, throughout all the
corn-countries in Scotland; to the temporary lofs of the
landholders, in the fouthern, and to the gain of thofe in the
horthern diftricts.- ‘

State of the Landed Property.~—In the begirining of the
14th century, the whole parith, excepting the burgh lands of
Kirkintilloch, and the fmall barony of Wefter-Gartthote,
(which has, for many generations, been poflefled by that an-
tient and refpe€table family, the Gartfhores of Gartthore,)
were the entire property of the noble family of Fleming:
But, in the long feries of years, which has elapfed fince that
period, that great eftate has been gradually difmembered, part-
ly in forming eftablithments for the younger branches or con-
nexions of the family; and partly by fupplying the enlarged
expences, required by thofe new modes of life, which have
been introduced it the progrefs of fociety. The laft remain-
der of it was fold off, in 1957 : And nothing now continues
in the poffeffion of the former proprietors, but the feu-duties;
and fome other cafualities of feudal fuperiority:

The Poor.—The poor of this parith are not numerous. The
weekly colletions at the church-doors, have hitherto been
found more than fufficient for their fupport. Thefe happy
tircumftandes are tobe afctibed chiefly, to the minute fubdivi-
fions of the landed property in the parifh, and to the general
manners, and perfonal habits, which ufually attend agricultu-
ral induftry. But, itis to be feared, that if 4 greater propor-
tion of the inhabitants, fhall be induced to apply themfclves to
manufatures, one difadvantage which muft neceffarily arife
from this increafe of induftry, is fuch a change in the manners

of
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of the lower claffes, as may reduce them much oftener to 2
ftate of helplefs poverty.

State of Population.—The whole inhabitants of this parith,
have been found, upon a very accurate furvey, to amount,
at prefent, to the number of 2639. .

Of thefe 1536 refide in the town.

Among whom are 185 weavers

11 ftocking-makers

15 {miths

20 houfe carpenters, and cabinet-makers

10 mafons

10 thoemakers

4 faddlers

6 coopers

A good many taylors; and a few hairdreflers.

In 5751, the Rev. Dr. Erfkine, at that time minifter of
Kirkintilloch, now of Edinburgh, found the number of the
families in the town, to be 195.

The families in the country 226.
The perfons in the town, from ecight years of age, upwards,
- 575

Thofe in the country, from 8 years of age, upwards, were
796.

Theaddition of the Seceders and Quakers, at that time in the
parifh, to thefe numbers, make up 1400 examinable perfons in
the parith. The return of fouls to Dr Webfter, was 1696.

Hence, it appears, that the increafe of numbers, wuhm thefe
laft 4o years, amounts to 943.

Charafler and Manners.~The inhabitants of this parith are,

in general, a virtuous and induftrious people. That pride of

Yor. 1II. Nn mind
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mind, and iinpatience of contradi€ion, which the pofleffion
of landed property frequently infpires, perhaps may occafion
too many law-fuits. The prefent minifter was told, before
he came amongft them, that they were often difpofed to treat
their clergymen with negle&t and unkindnefs ; but he has ex-
perienced nothing in his miniftry, that could juftify fuch an
accufation. The exiftence of Seceders, and of feceding mee-
ting houfes, has perhaps no bad ¢ffe upon the manners and
fentiments of the people, either here, or any where elfe
throughout the kingdom. They are in fome degree fpies and
checks upon the members of the eftablifhed churchj and the
difcourfes of their clergy are often adapted, with fingular feli-
city, to the capacity and the prejudices of the leaft enlighten-
ed clafles in the community.——The fmall number of the
poor, dependent upon alms, and the liberal provifion mad:
for them, by voluntary contributions, are facts implying; in
fo populous a parith, no common praife : they befpeak induf-
try, fobriety, frugality, and charity, to be the leading features
in the moral charater of thefe people.——As to their exter-
nal appearance, they are of a middle ftature ; and, being free
from hereditary difeafes, while they enjoy the advantages of
an open fituation, and a pure, although rather moift air, they
are, in general, vigorous and healthy. Some, indeed, par-
ticularly the females, are not a little fubje& to hyfterics; a
difeafe, the prevalence of which in this place, has, with fome
fhew of probability, been attributed, partly to the damprefs
of our earthen floors, and partly, to the effeCts of fpinning,
for which, the women in this neighbourhoed are defervedly
famous *.

Probable

* The women, when engaged in {pinning, efpecially in winter,
fit by the fire-fide, and keeping, as their cuftom is, always the
fame ftation, the one fide fide is expofed to the chilling co.ld of

the
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{
‘Probable Improvements.—1t is eafy to fee, that the parith
of Kirkintilloch, fituated as it is, in the vicinity of a great,
an opulent, an induftrious, and a commercial city, and in
a trat of country, where a paffion for manufatures is fo
prevalent, interfe&ted by, a canal which joins the two great-
eft navigable rivers in the kingdom, and which promifes to
fpread cultivation, opulence, and induftry, every where a-
long its banks; divided, too, by the great road between the
two principal cities in Scotland ; poffefling fuch- varieties of
excellent foil, and fo plentifully fupplied with fuel, manure,
and materials for building:—~With fuch advantages, it is
eafy to fec, that the population, wealth, and induftry of
this parith, can hardly fail to increafe confiderably, even be-
fore the clofe of the prefent century. The value of the lands
may yet be greatly raifed, by the introdu&ionof more improve-
ed modes of agriculture: and fcarcely any place can enjoy
circumftances more favourable to manufaturing induftry.
It is, indeed, probable, that either manufa&tures or agricul-
ture, might long fince, have attained a ftate of ftill greater
improvement, if they had not mutually checked one another’s
progrefs. The facility, with which a piece of ground has been
hitherto obtained, in feu from the burgh, has generally tempt-
ed the trader and the manufatturer, to retire too early to en-
Nn2 © joy

the feafon, and the other is relaxed by the warm influence of the
fire. Befides, in turning her lint-wheel, the perfon who fpins,
_commonly employs but one foot, and ufes chiefly the hand of the
fame fide, in making the thread. Thus the labour is very unequal-
ly divided, by which the health of the body muft naturally be a.
fetted. Lattly, the walte of faliva in wetting the thread, mult
deprive the fomach of a fubftance eflential to its operations, whence,
all the fatzl confequences of cruditics, and ind.ceftion, may be es.
pefted. *
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joy the confequence, which landed property confers, and to
the pleafures which imagination fondly, but too often fallaci-
oufly, afcribes to a life fpent in rural employments: Whilft a.
gain, the profits of fpinning, and the manufaQuring fpirit of
the country, have commonly induced the farmer to pay only
a partial attention to the cares of hufbandry.

Corruption of Morals likely to attend the increafe of Indufiry.
——One unhappy circumftance, that may attend the increafe
of induftry, and the introduction of new manufatures among
us, is too important to be overlooked: Children becoming
fooner able to fubfift by the profits of their own labour, will,
of confequence, fooner difregard the authority of their parents,
acquire earlier habits of expence ; and, being expofed to the
infetion of vice and diflipation, before the powers of their
minds are in any degree matured, or their charallers formed,
—will be much more worthlefs in manhood, and more help-
lefs in old age. It would be a happy circumftance, therefore,
if politicians could contrive fome means, to preferve the virtue
and morals of the people, while they are endeavouring toin-
creafe their numbers, to enliven their induftry, and to aug-
ment their wealth *.

* The advantages refulting from our late improvements is at-
tended with one cigcumftance, of which, we have reafon to com-
plain, which is this, that the ufe of lime upon our lands, the filth,
which is conveyed into our rivers, from the coal-works in the neigh-
bourhood, and the machinery which have been ere&ed, have alrea-
dy rendered a falmon fithery, which was confiderable, very infig-
nificant ; and, indeed, there is too much reafon 1o apprehend, that
the fith in our rivers will be almoft totally exterminated by the joint
cffe&s of thefe different fources of deftru&ion.

NUMBER
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NUMEBER XXIL

PARISH OF MOFFAT.

(COUNTIES OF DUMFRIES AND LANARK.)

By the Rev. MR ALEXANDER BRrowN.

. Situation, Boundaries, and Name.

THE principal part of the parith of Moffat lies in the
ftewartry of Annandale, now united to the fhire of

Dumfries. Two farms only belong to the fhire of Lanark,

and remain under the civil jurifdi¢tion of that county.

The parith is bounded on the fouth by Wamphry; on the
eaft by Ettrick and Liney on the north by Tweed{muir and
Crawford ; on the weft by Kirkpatrick-Juxta. Its greateft
length, from eaft to weft, is about 15 miles; its breadth,
from fouth to north is 9 miles. Its form is irregular, parti-
cularly on the weft, where it joins Kirkpatrick-Juxta.

The name is faid to be Gaelic, and to fignify Long-bolm.
The village of Moffat ftands by the fide of a holm, which,
with a few interruptions, extends full 20 miles along the banks
of the Annan. There is a riverin the parifth, which is like-
wifc called Moffat. But whether the village derives its
‘name from the river, or the river from the village, is uncer-
tain. ‘ '

Moffat
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Moffat is diftant from Dumfries 21 miles ; from Annaniyy
and thefe are the neareft fea-ports.

Rivers.—There are three rivers, which run through.thc pe
rith, to wit, Evan on the weft, Moffat on the eaft, and Annan
in the middle. Thefe three rivers join near the fouthem
boundary of the diftrict ; and the united ftreams bear the name
of Annan thence to the Solway firth.

Ssi/.—Upon the banks of the Annan, and the Moffat, there

isa good deal of meadow and arable land. The foil is a mix
tare of clay, loam, and fand wafhed, down in the courfe of
ages, from the mountains and high grounds. Above thefe,
rifing towards the hills, the other arable lands are of a light
dry gravelly foil, in moft places tolerably deep; and with
lime, which the farmers begin to ufe, producing excellent
~crops of oats. There is very little wheat or barley fown.
But there are large crops of excellent potatoes. Turnip and
dover alfo are very fuccefsfully cultivated. Lime is brought
near 30 miles.
_ The extent of arable land is not known, having never been
meafured. It is guefled at about 3000 acres: about 300 of thek
are fuppofed to be in crop, befides meadows. The land, in
general, isvery mountainous.

Market. There is a weekly market in Moffat, whichis
fupplicd from the lower parts of the country. It is thought,
however, that the whole grain produced in the parith, would
not do more than fupply the inns in the village.

Air.—The climate is thought remarkaialy healthy. Though
the rains are frequent, and fometimes heavy, yet in general,

the air is wonderfully pure and dry. Every opening of the
clouds
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clouds difcovers a fky of a beautiful azure; and this, together
with the drynefs of the foil, it is believed, contribute greatly
tohealth. Fevers feldom make their appearance in Moffat;
and are generally much milder than in the lower parts of An-
nandale. Agues are not known. The people in general en-
joy good heatth, Many live beyond 8o, and fome beyond 9o
years.

Lake.—Lochfkeen is the only lake in the parifh. It is 1100
yards in length, of unequal breadth. 'Where broadeft, about
400 yards. The depth isnot known. There is a fmall ifland
in it, where the eagles bring out their young in great fafety;
as the water is deep, and no boat upon the lake.——The only
fith in Lochfkeen are frefh water trout, generally large; fome
of them 1 tinches long, whicharevery finein the fcafon. The ri-
vers in the parith are plentifully ftocked with trout of the
fame kind ; and a fpecies much fmaller, fea-trout, alfo, fome-
times come up the rivers in fummer, and a few falmon,

Cafcade.~The water ifluing from Lochikeen forms a confi-
derable tivulet; and, after running near three quarters of a
mile, falls from one precipice to another, from a great hcight;
dafhing and foaming, and thundering, between two high, ftcep,
and rocky hills ; forming the cafcade known by the name of
the Grey Mare’s Tail.  Itis feen to the greateft advantage af-
ter a heavy rain; when it appears like one unbroken fheet of
watcr, from top to bottom.

Antiguities.~—The rivulet, a little before it falls into the
Moffat, has carried away a part of a circle, in form of a Dru-
id temple 3 a fmall portion of which, however, ftill remains.

The Roman road, from Efk to Stirling, paffed through part
of this parifh, to the welt of the village of Moffut. The vef=

tiges
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tiges of that road, and of fome military ftations near it, are
ftill vifible. Some large Roman encampments; alfo, can be
diftintly traced in the neighbourhood. A picce of gold was
found, a few years ago, in a mofs not far from the road, part
of fome military ornament, marked with the number of the
legion to which it belonged.

There are veftiges of an encampment, fuppofed to be Bri-
tith, near Moffat water, three miles fouth-eaft of the willage.

There is a moat of confiderable height, of a conical form,
with a deep ditch round it, near the road which leads from
Moffat to the well ;—a beautiful objet from that road at pre-
fent; and which will foon become more fo, being inclofed and
planted by Lord Elliock, upon whofe property it ftands. An-
other fmaller moat ftands at the diftance of a few hundred
yards weft from it.

A mile eaft of the Roman road, and not far from one of the
Roman encampments, are two caves, cut out of a frecftone
rock, fit to contain a mumber of cattle. But, when formed, or
by whom, is beyond all memory. They are in a deep fequef-
tered glen; and were probably made for fhelter in trouble-
fome times. They ferve at prefent for offices to the farme
houfe placed near them.

There are ruins of many old towers in different parts of the
parith. None of them appear to have been large. Theyhave
been built with lime made of fea fhells. They have probably
been defigned as places of fecurity, againft the invafions of the
borderers, or retreats for the inhabitants, when returning from
their own predatory excurfions.

Mountains —The higheft mountain in the parith, and
perhaps fouth of Forth, is Hartfell. Its altitude was taken,
with great care and accuracy, by Dr Walker, profeffor of nz-
tural hiftory in the univerfity of Edinburgh. It is withina

2 ' trifle
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tite of 3600 feet higher, than the village of Moffat, which
may be 300 feet, or more, above the level of the fea. There
is a large and beautiful plain, upon the top of Hartfell, of ex~
tent enough for a horfe race. The profpe on a clear day is im-
menfe ¢ Weftmoreland, Cumberland,and Northumberland, are
feen on the fouth 3 the ocean, both on the eaft and weft, and,
to the north, the view is terminated by the Highland hills.
There is a {pring well near the top of the mountain. The
fpring, called Hartfell Spaw, iffites from the foot of it.

Mot of the hills in the parith are very high, though they
all fall fhort of Hartfell. They are moftly green, with very
little heath: Some of them much broken with rocks. One
hill, called the. Yoke, is {o narrow at the top, that a perfon
can fit with a leg on each fide of it, as upon a faddle, and fee’
to the bottom on both fides, where two beautiful rivulets
Bow.

Mines and Minerals——No mines have been difcovered in
the parifh, though fome flight trials have been made. Coals
are brought from Douglas; a few from Sanquhar; both dif-
tant near 30 miles. Fuel is confequently dear at Moffat ; fel-
dom, even in fummer, can coals be bought, under 10d. the
hundred weight; and, in the wintet fealon, they coft from
1s. to 16, or 18d.

Peats or turf are brought 4 or § miles, and fold at 25 the.
fingle cart load in fummer, and, in winter, at 28 6d. They
are genevrally very good ; and yet, dear as coal is, it is thought ‘
the cheapett fire of the two.

It is faid, that there is a confiderable body of allum
rock in the parith ; but no trial has been made of it. Indeed its
mouatainhous fituation, and its diftance from fuel, and from
the fea, would render it of little no value,

There is a fpecies of clay, which the fmiths ufe for fixing

Vor. II. Qo their
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their bellows in their furnaces, and of which the countty péo«
ple make, what they call, Hudds, to fet in their chimnies be-
hind their fires, which, they fay, does not calcine or fplit with
heat ; and which, after it has ftood the fire for years, and be-
come hard as a ftone, upon being expofed for fome tire to the
common air, it turns foft, and may be wrought and fathioned
with the hand as before.

There is a vein of free ftone, which runs through the parith,
from fouth to north. It is red, but uncommonly foft and
brittle ; and is, for that reafon, of little or ne ufe in build-
ing.

There is a flate quarry lately opened in the parith. The
flates arc ftrong, and, it is believed, durable. They are
not very fmooth: and are of a colour between blue and

grey-

Animals.—=The quadrupeds, of the wild kind, are foxes,

hares, wild cats, fulmarts, otters, badgers. The foxes are
in great numbers. The farmers often fuftain confiderable lofs
by them; and it is thought, that few of them kill theep, in
comparifon; with thofe, who live upon poultry, game, and
the fmaller animals. Great numbers of them are killed by
the farmers, and by the county huntfmen, almoft every fea-
fon. :
" It is probable that, in former times, the mountains abound-
ed with deer; as feveral places in the parith derive their
names from that animal, as Hartfell, Harthope, Raeclucgh,
&c.

Game.—There are both red and black game in the parith:
not much, indeed, of the latter; but they are increafing, and
as the plantations get forward, it is expeéted, that they will
become more numerous. There are abundance of partridges in
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the lowlands, and plovers in the muirs. Birds from the fea-
fhore come in the feafon to hatch.—The common migratory
birds, are the cuckow, the fwallow, and the woodcock. The
bulfinch has appeared within the laft 7 years, and feems to
multiply faft.

Cattle.—~Black cattle are few in proportion to the extent of
landsin the parith; chiefly milch-cows, kept by the farmers,
and the people in the village of Moffat. They are generally
above the middle fize; many of them excellent milkers. The
number in the whole diftri is about 200. Hardly any bul-
locks, or heifers are fattened in the parifh; and only a few
cows, not excceding 30.

" In the neighbourhood of the village of Moffat, a cow is
grafied at L.1:10 fterling. New milk is fold for 1d. the
Scots pint 3 fkimmed milk for §. Butter for od. per pound;
ewe-milk cheefe for 6s. the flone ; both heavy weight.

8hesp.——The theep famm;s, or ftore-mafters, are not
much difpofed to publifh or make known the amount of their
refpe&tive flocks ; but it is fuppofed, that there are, in all, from
18,000 to 20,000 fheep.———The prices of fheep ftocks, of late
vears, have been, for aged fheep, fromL.12 to L. 14 per fcore;
for young theep, from L.8 to L.9; for lambs, from L. 3:15,
to L. 6.

Wool.——Befides the wool confumed in the parifh, about
200 packs are annually exported. It has gone moftly to Eng-
land, for thefe three years paft. Prices have been from 6s. to
6s 3d. per ftone. Within the laft 7 years, wool was fold un-
der 4s. per ftone; fome under 3. Within thefe few years,
there has been a confiderable rife of the value both of fheep
and wool.

Oo2 Ay
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An intelligent farmer in the parith, (David Irvine of Pl
moody,) has tried a very important and fuccefsful experiment
for improving his wool. In the years 1787, 1938, and 1789, he
put Efkdale and Tiviotdale rams, of the white-faced, polled
kind,jthe fame with the Cheviot breed, to his ewes, of the horned,
black-faced kind. . In the year 1790, he fold the wool of the
fheep, produced by that crofs, at 10s. the 6 fleeces; the
wool of his other ftock, which were of the horned, black-faced
kind, and went exaltly on the fame pafture, only at 6s 3d. the
7 flecces. He has found the fheep produced from the white-
faced polled rams, as healthy as his other fheepy and thatan
~ equal number may be fed on the fame pafture. The weight of
the carcafe has not been materially altered.

The ideas of the bther farmers do not, as yet, coincide with
this; and many of them are eminently fkilfull in the manage.
ment of ftheep, Yet Mr [rvine’s farm, is as high ground, asal-
moft any in Scotland. Should his plan of improvement be
juftificd by farther experiments, it would double the value
of the wool produced in the parifh, by intreafing the weight
a feventh part, and ths price mowe.than a third ¥,

Few of the farmers wafh their fheep. They fmear heavily;
and apprehend, that the wool wouild lofe more in weight, by o-
mitting that operation, than the additional price, (were it un-
{meared,) wotld compenfate.

It is not long fince the theep, in this part of the country, were
of the four horned kind; afew of which, itis faid, remain
ftill in fome parts of Nith{dale, Their hody is fmaller, but their

wool

®* There can be no doubt, that the fine, clofe, fhort woalled
breed of fheep, is the proper fort for a hilly country ; and that
their wool may be broughit cven on the Moffat Lills, ta ges, mey,
perhaps, to 408, a flone,
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wool finer, thanthofe of the prefentbreed. Their want of weight
for the butcher, and greater difliculty and danger in lambing,
have banifhed them from this place. The mutton of the prefent
breed is excellent; not large, weighing only from 10 to’
12, or 15 pounds per quarter. The marketis generally well
fupplied with this and other articles of proviGon. The price is
ruled by that of Dumfries.

Potulation. —There are 220 families in the village of Mofa
fat, and 80 in the country part of the parith. The number
of perfons, young and old, rather above 1600. In 1755, they
amounted to 1612, according to the report made to Dr Weba
fter.

There are no houfcs uninhabited. Some new ones were late«
ly built in the village, and more are building at prefent ; yet the
inhabitants can hardly be accommodated.

As there are, as yet, no manufallures in Moffat, many
young perfons of both fexes go to other places for employment.
An woollen manufature is intended to be eftablifhed foon 3
and the peceffary buildings were propofed to be ereted in
fummer, 1791. As thofe who have engaged in this bufinefy,
are pofleffed of [the important requifités of capital, judgement
and altivity, and bear moft refpe&lable charallers, it is hoped,
that they will fucceed, to their own intereft and honour, and
to the advantage of the neighbourhood, and of the public at
large. In that event, more of our young people will find bu-
finefs at home, and fewer will ethigrate.

There are, at prefent, in the village and parith of Moffat,
50 weavers, 6 thoemakers, 6 taylors, 4 fmiths, 8 merchants,
1 watch-maker, 2 bakers, 1 butcher, 1 barber, § mafons, 6
wrights, 1 phyfician, 1 {urgeon,

Roads.
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Roads.—~The road from Carlyle to Glafgow, paffes through
the parifh, from fouth to north, for upwards of fix miles.—
The mail-coach between thefe places, paffes and repafles eve-
ry day; and, at an average, about 70 cart load of merchant
goods, every week. The trade moftly confifts of cotton-yarmn,
and cotton cloth.

The road from Dumfries to Edinburgh joins the Glafgow
road at the village of Moffat, and parts with it four miles
north of that village, on the hill, known by the name of E.
rick{tane-brac. A little further north, the rivers Tweed, Clyde,
Evan, and Annan, take their rife: And though the Tweed
falls into the German ocean at Berwick, the Clyde into the
weftern fea below Glafgow, and the Evanand Annan united,
fall into Solway firth, their fources are fo near each other,
that one rivulet, which was formerly a branch of the Clyde,
now falls into the Evan.

The trade on the Edinburgh road is not fo confiderable as
en the one which leads} to Glafgow. A.mail-coach from
Dumfries to Edinburgh was lately fet on foot, but has been
given up. When that road is completely repaired, it will
probably be re-eftablithed. -Both roads are made by a& of
parliament, and are maintained by the tolls.

Woods and Plantations.———There is one natural wood in the
parifh, about 5o acres in extent; confifting of oak, afh, birch,
alder, &c. It is the property of William Campbell, Efg.
writer to the fignet, who hath inclofed it properly, and pays
every attention to its prefervation. It is upon the north fide
of Moffat water, and adds greatly to the beauty of that part of
the country. There was another natural wood oppofite to it,
on the fouth fide of Moffat water, belonging. to his Grace the

Duke of Queenfberry; but it was lately cut down, and, being
left
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left uninclofed, is loft in future to the proprietor, and to the
public.

Near the foot of Moffat water, where it joins Annan, there
are many large and thriving plantations, made by the late Sir
George Clerk Maxwell; confifting of Scots, fpruce, filver,
and balm of Gilead firs; oak, afh, larix, elm, beech, and va-
ricties of other barren timber, which de honour to the judge-
ment and tafte of that public-fpirited gentleman ; and have
rendered a place, formerly bare and bleak, one of the moit
delightful fpots in Annandale. '

The Earl of Hopetoun has likewife made feveral confidera-
ble plantations, to the North and Wett of the village of Moffat,
which will foon be a great ornament to the place, and a laft-
ing monument of his Lordfhip’s zeal and patriotifm.

¥illage.—~—The village of Moffat, though in a high coun=
try, is pleafantly fituated. It ftands upon a rifing ground,
gently declining towards the fouth, to which the principal
ftreet looks, and hath a fine profpeét of the valley below. It
is encompafled on the weft, north, and eaft, with hills of dif-
ferent heights, partly inclofed and cultivated, and partly in
pafture. The fireet is wide and fpacious, handfomely formed
and gravelled, exceedingly fmooth, clean and dry in an hour
after the heavieft rains; and is a moft agreeable walk to the
inhabitants, and to the company that come for goats-whey, or
the mineral waters. Annan runs on the weft of the vil-
lagé, at the diftance of a few hundred yards, dividing a fine
holm, which is beautifully diverfificd, by the windings of the

river,the meadows and corn-fields. The planting, onall fides of
the village, is feen from the ftreet, and every year appears with
increafing beauty. There is one capital inn in the village, where
the poft-office is kept. There are other leffer inns, and feve-
ral
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ral excellent lodging houfes, where the beft company may be
accommodated.

Mineral Springs.——There are two mineral fprings in the
parith; both well known, and juftly celebrated for their me-
dicinal virtues. ‘

The firft has long ago been diftinguithed by the name of
Moffat Well, and is a ftrong fulphureous water, about a mile
and a half from the village ; with an excellent carriage road to
it, and a long room and ftables, and other conveniences, upon
the fpot, for the ufe of the company, when they are drinking
the waters. This well was difcovered more than 150 years ago;
and has ever fince been much reforted to, from all parts of the
kingdom. Itis generally allowed to be a very effe¢tual reme-
dy in all fcrophulous and fcorbutic cafes, and is feldom known
to fail, when the lungs are found. Moft wonderful cures have
been effe@ed by it. For many years paft, it has been genes
rally ufed, and with equal fuccefs, for creating appetite, and
promoting digeftion ; for bilious and other complaints of the
ftomach and bowels; for the gravel and the rheumatifm. Itis
a remarkably light water, and fo powerfully diuretic, that
many of the common people are known to drink 8 or 10 bot
tles of it daily, throughout the feafon, without the fmalleft ine
jury to their health. It fparkles in the glafs like champaign,
and is fo remarkably volatile, that it cannot be drunk in per-
feCtion, unlefs at the fountain. It isalfo ufedas a wath. A

chemical analyfis was made of it, in the year1659, by Mr
M Kaile, and fince that time by Mr Milligan and Dr Plummer.
The other mineral fpring is known by the name of the
Tlartfell Spaw, and is four miles diftant from the village. It
is a powerful chalybeate, and therefore taken only in fmall
quantities, It poflefles a very fingular property, of being
firongeft after heavy rains; but when taken up then, and pro-
2 perly
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perly corked and fealed, it will carry to any diftance, and
preferve its tafte and virtues many years. It is very fuccefs-
fully ufed in complaints of the breaft, ftomach, and bowels;
in all difeafes peculiar to the fair fex, and is a valuable reftos
rative. It has alfo been found very effetual as a wath, in
healing obftinate ulcers, and cutancous eruptions. A che.
mical defcription of it is given by Dr Horfeburgh. It was dif-
covered by John Williamfon, more than go years ago. A
monument, erc&ed on his grave in Moffat church yard, by
the late Sir George Maxwell, is meant to tranfmit his name,
and the date of the difcovery, to future times.

There is likewife a petrifying fpring, about 4 miles north
weft from the village, but little attention has been paid to it.

Goat Whey.—— As an additional inducement to the invalid
to repair to Moffat, a confiderable number of goats are kept
in the neighbourhood of the well. The pafture is thought to
be excellent, and the milk of the beft kind. It is fent to the
village new every morning and every evening; or, it may be
got at the fam\-houfc, where it is milked, hard by the well;
from the firft of June to the end of Auguft.

Stipend, Church, &'c.——The ftipend is 100 guineas. The
glebe meafures 12 acres, and has been let at L. 16 fterling. The
manfe was built about 20 years ago; and, though a fmall houfe,
is a very fufficient and well executed building. The church
was built about two years ago ; isa large plain edifice, com-~
pletcly fitted up in the infide, upon a regular plan, and may

accommodatc 1coo hearers conveniently.—The Earl of Hope-
toun is patron,

Poor.——The number of poor, receiving alms weekly from
the parith funds, is under ten at prefent. Befides, there are
Vor. IL Pp upward



298 Statiftical Account

upwards of 30 that receive occafionally. The ordinary col-
le&tions at the church, amount to L. 30 per annum. Particu-
lar colletions arc fometimes made for fpecial exigencies; and,
upon fuch occafions, the people are very liberal.

General Stets. — The valwation of the parifh, in the coun-
ty books, is about 13,000 merks. The prefeat rents of the
landward part, including the parks and pafture about the vil-
lage, amount to L. 3300 fterling. The rents of the houfes, in
and about the village, cannot be exaly afcertained : Many
houfes are poffefled by the proprietors; but eftimating the
rents of them proportiomally, with the houfes that are poffef-
fed by tenants, we may ftate the whele rents of the village, at
L.6oo. Total L. 3900. '

Half the parifh belongs to the Marquis of Annandale, and
to the Earl of Hopetoun. There are 11 or 12 other heritors,
only one of whom refides in it. —~There are many feuers in the
village.

The parifh has neverbeen meafured. A few parks near the
villége, and fome individual farms, have been furveyed, but
no map has been made of the whole diftrit, nor is it cafy to
eftimate what its contents may be.

KUMBER
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NUMBER XXIL

PARISH OF GALASHIELS.

(COUNTIES OF ROXBURGH AND SELKIRK.)

By the Rev. Mr. DoucLas.

e

Extent, Situation, <.

THE parifh of Galafhiels, in the prefbytery of 8elkirk, and

fynod of Merfe and Teviotdale, lies partly in the fhire
of Roxburgh, and partly in that of Selkirk. The Tweed,
which is here an inconfiderable river, divides it into two
parts.  The fouthern part belongs to the former, the
northern to the latter councy. It is of an irregular trian-

gular form; but, atan average, may be about 53 miles in
breadth.

Surface, {F'c.—The country is hilly, and may even be cal-
led mountainous ;3 Meagle, or, perhaps, Meg-hill, or May-
gilt, being 1480 feet above the level of the fea. The hills are
moftly green, though fome of them have a little heath. They
are remarkably dry, and furnith excellent {heep pafture.
In fome places, fpots of rock appear, cither a kind of rotten
flate, or rotten granite ; the latter, a few feet below the fur-
face, is hard, and ufeful for building ; and ftones, of confide-
rable fize, of bothkinds, are not unfrequently found upon the

Ppa furface,
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furface, remarkably hard and durable. One or two of the .
hills are conical; but are fo completely covered with grafs, or
turf, that nothing like lava can be feen. Nor are there any
figured ftones, coal, minerals, marble, freeftone, or petri-
faétions in the parith,

8ail and Agriculture.~The foil is various; and the ftriking
difference, between the foil on the fouth, and that on the north
of the Tweed, deferves particular attention. In the former,
it is, in general, deep, heavy, cold, and wet, on a bottom of
¢lay or of rock. It is, in fome parts, perfetly red, and iron
ftones are found amongft it. In other places, it is very po-
rous ; but though light, is not fandy, or lying on gravel.—
There are feveral {mall lakes, and moffes, which yield excel-
lent peats ; and, when drained, fome of them are full of thell
marle, of a good quality.—Qats, a {mall quantity of barley,
and a few peafe, were the only crops raifed, till within thefe
few years, that marle began to be ufed. Turnips, red and
white clover, are now introduced, and the annual quantity of
peafe and barley, is confiderably increafed. Of §oo acres,
which, for the laft five years, have been annually ploughed,
not abovelfour-fifths, have, at an average, been fown with oats;
whereas, formerly, that grain was fown upon, at leaft, ninc.
tenths of the ploughed ground. The other fifth is employed
in turnips, clover, peafe, barley, and a few potatoes; and,
fometimes, in low grounds, there-are fmall fpots of wheat.—
They fow as early as the feafon will permit, which is never
before March ; yet they reap late, fcldom before September,
and fometimes have corn in the ficlds in November.

Though only 500 acres, or thereabauts, are, at an average,
in corn every year, yet, of the 2700, of which this part of
the parifh confifts, at leaft 1500 acres have, in a kind of rota-
tion, been torn up;partly for the fake of enriching the foil with

marle;




 of Galafhiels. 301

marle, but chiefly, becaufe unfkilful farmers, after having o-
vercropped one part, by raifing oats for many years fucceflive-
ly, are forced to give it reft, and to break up what has long lain
in pafture. Notwithftanding the wetne(s of the foil, and cli~
mate, the fheep walks are fufficiently dry, owing to the natu-
ral declivity of the ground, and, in fome places, to drain-
ing.

On the north of Tweed, the foil, in general, is dry and
thallow, lying partly on gravel, a good deal on till, and fome
on rock. It is remarkably full of fmall ftones, which almoft
every where cover the furface, It has been found, however,
by experience, dangerous to remove them, unlefs the fhallow
foil, is, at the fame time, deepened and enriched. They are
faid both to refle&t heat, and to retain moifture ; and to them
is to be attributed, in fome degree, the luxuriance and excel-
lent quality of the crops, in this part of the diftri®; which,
confidering the fmall depth of the foil, are truly aftonifhing,
Even here, there is a confiderable portion inclining towards
clay; fome of it is {tiff and deep, though, on the whole, not
difficult to work. In fome hollows, there are fwamps, and a
kind of mofs, yiclding very bad peat; and all the fpots,
where mols appears, if laid together, would fcarcely exceed
Io acres. No marle ¢an be found, by all the trials which
have been madc; and, though it may appear incredible, and
cannot eafily be accounted for, it is neverthelefs confidently
aflerted, by fome, who have made the fearch, that there is no
marle in the whole range of country, from Tweed to the vici-
nity of Edinburgh, except in fome places of the Merfe.

On the clay foil, and high grounds, both oats and peafe are
fown as early, and reaped as late, as on the_fouth of Tweed.
But on the dry foil, which, though fhallow, produces the fu-
7eft and beft crops, oats are never fown, excepting in a very
t¢mpting feafon, till the very end of March, or beginning of

April,
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April. 'When the feed time of oats is over, potatoss are
planted, and the land, defigned for barley, reccives a fecond
furrow.—From the 28th of April, to the 12th, or even the
15th of May, peafe are fown; and from that time, barley,
till the beginning of June. This late fowing, fupplies, in
fome meafure, the defet of foil ; generally fecures a fufficient
growth of ftraw, and never endangers the lofs of a crop, from
the latenefs of reaping. In every feafon, the lateft fown grain,
on dry gravelly fand, ripens before the earlieft fown on clay
Jand ; and grain of every kind, fown on dry foil, earlier than
the above periods, feldom turns well out, except when the
ground is very full of manure.——Though harveft has been
known to commence early in Auguft, and to be moftly over
in September, yet it more commonly begins with September,
and ends about the middle of O&ober.

- This dry land may confift of 500 acres, of which 300 are
annually in oats, and the remaining 200 in barley, peafe, clo-
ver, potatoes, and turnips, nearly in equal proportions. But
as the three laft are produced in great perfection, it may be
expeéed, that the increafe of thefe green crops, will diminifh
the quantity of oats, ftill annually fown, and help to check
the ruinous fyftem of impoverifhing land, by a fucceffion of
white crops. A few acres here, as well as in the fouthern
diftrict, are fometimes dedicated to wheat. The reft of the
Jand in tillage, on the north of Tweed, which is either in-
clining towards clay, or lying in a high expofed fituation, con-
fifting mottly of irregular fpots on the fides of hills, cannot be
fo accurately afcertained, but may be fafcly computed at
200 acres; on which hardly any other grain is fown, except
oats, the {fmall quantities of barley and peafe being fcarcely
worthy of notice. '

Superficial Contents and-Pridice.—— On the whole, the num-
£ bet
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bet of acres in the parifh, are calculated at 8cco. Of thefe,
upwards of 1200 are annually in tillage, of which above goo
are in oats, and about 300 in barley, peafe, clover, potatoes,
and turnips. The difference in the quality of grain, fhould al-
fo be remarked. In the worft feafon, oats, on fome dry
grounds, will yield at leaft at the rate of 8 ftone of meal per
boll, Linlithgow meafure ; while, in the fame feafon, they
will not, on wet lands, yicld, 5 ftone. Barley will alfo weigh,
on drygrounds, 183 ftones,(the Linlithgow bol},) and on marled
ground, fcarcely 12 ftomes; and, in general, all grains are
heavier oa a fharp foil. There can be no doubt, but thag
more grain is raifed, than conlumed in the parifh. Butas a
great deal of wheat, flour, and bread, is bought for confump-
tion here, and, on the other hand, as large quantities of eve-
ry fort of grain, wheat excepted, arc exported to Edinburgh,
Dalkeith, and Pecbles, the furplus of grain produced, more
than what is ufed, cannot be calculated with any degree of
certainty.

Ploughs and Cattle.——There are 37 ploughs in the parifh,
moftly made after Small's model, fome with moulds of caft
metal, and fome in the old Scottith form ; which many, after-
trying the other, think moft fuitable to a ftony feil. They
are, in gencral, drawn by two horfes, though four are fome-
times feen in a plough, or two horfes and two oxemn. There
are 109 horfes in the parith; of which g2 are employed in
draught, inclading ploughs, carts, and huckftering. The reft
are young, eccafienally, peshaps, yoked in the harrows, or
employed as faddle horfes. Single horfe carts are moftly ufed,
and their number may be 64; all, except g, carrying, folely,
coal, manure, grain, and wood. The black cattle, may
amount, at leaft, to 300, moftly young or milch cows, be-

‘ ' fides
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fides thofe fed on turnips, the number of which cannet be
alcertained. '

Sheep—Horfes and black cattlearehere obje&ts of inferior con-
fideration to fheep, for which all parts of the parith are well ¢
dapted. According to the beft information, their number
muft be nearly soco ; fome farmers thinking it greater, and
fome lefs. This number, which cannot be far from the truth,
is maintained on little more than 6000 actes; from which
circumftance, fome idea may be formed of the value of the
pafture. They are, in general, of the long bodied kind ; ra-
ther fmall, . feeding only to 8% lb. rarely to 10 lb. per quarter,
on the hill, but improving to 12§ Ib. and even to 15 Ib. per
quarter, in fheltered inclofures. The drynefs of the pafture,
and fmali fize of the fheep, give them a juice remarkably rich,
and a flavour remarkably delicate. Their wool is not fine,
~ yielding only about 12s. per ftone of 24 Ib. Englifh, and
taking 8 or ¢ fleeces to a ftone. The value of it is leflened by
the quantity of tar, with which, it is the univerfal praltice,
to falve the fheep, being fully equal to that of oil or butter;
but, in this neighbourhood, farmers now begin to ufe, 2 ande-
ven 3pints of oil, or melted butter, to one pint of tar, and think
their wool is improved by this change. Judges affert, that
fmearing is, in general, unfkillfully psrformed in this corner,
the feafon being too far advanced, and the ingredients being
both improperly proportioned, and carelefsly laid on. With-
out entering into points, which muit be determined folely by
the experience of ftore farmers, it is natural to think, that
this operation fhould take place earlyin the feafon, before the

days fhorten; becaufe quantities of rain and fnow, are then
" apt to fall; and when the theep are once thoroughly drench-
-ed, they do not readily become dry enough to receive the
falve to advantage. Befides, the firft attacks of cold and wet
3 are




# Gﬂlq/biﬂb » 3 o8

&t always moft to be dreaded and guarded againft. Perhaps
alfo, when done early, the wool will be mmre eafily laid afide,
fo as to let the falve reach the fkin, which alon¢, and not the
wool, it isintended to prote® *.—In jultification, however,
of the farmers of this parith, let it be remembered, that about
one fourth part of their profit arifes from raifing corn; that
their barveft is late, and that, without negleéting their crops,
they cannot well attend, earlier than they do, to fmearing
their fheep. Let it alfo be obferved, that, as their chicf de.
pendance i.on their flocks, it is natural for them to be timo
rous in venturing on innovations, which may be attended with
rifk; and they can only be expefied to adopt, by flow degrees,
any alteration on the mode of treating their fheep, how-
ever promifing it may be, until it is fully fantioned by experi-
ence. .

Commons, Woods, §c.—w=uThere is no land in common; or
lying wafte ; but upwards of 60 acres are occupied L'y houfes,
gatdems, orchards, fack-yards, and dunghills. About 200
ucres are in wood, moftly planted, though part is matural
Lakes, mofles, and the beds of Tweed, Gala, and Eterick,
by all of which the parifh is cither interfeted or bounded, will
ocoupy, at lealt, 100 acres.—The produce of the orchards
is ttifling, confifting only of a few common apples, pears,
and plumbs. But the woods are valuable. ©Oaks, athes,
and elms, grow to a large fize, and are of anexcellent quali-

Vou. IL Qgq ty:

* Tt feems farther probable, that godd oil, being known to dc-
fend againft water, to meliorate wool, and deftroy vermin, if
{ubftituted for butter, and ufed in a larger proportion to the
tar, might both increafe the weight and the quality of the fleeces.
"The farmers, however, in general, prefer butter to oil.
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ty: Scots firs, planes, and birches, are in great abundance, and
equally thriving: And the larix, the beech; the mountain-ath,
and feveral kinds of willow, though lefs frequent, arein great
perfeQtion.——The woods are frequented by the birds and
quadrupeds, which are common through Scotland : Snipes,
woodcocks, fwallows, fea-gulls, and wild geefe, are annual
vifitants. 'Wild ducks remain through the year.—Little da-
mage has ever been done by wind, thunder-ftorms, or inunda-
tions. In fpring, 1782, both Tweed and Gala were fwelled
higher, than they had been for 30 years before, yet did no mif-
chief worthy of being mentioned.

Population.——From traditional accounts, as well as from
the veftiges and ruins of houfes, the population, both of tae
parith and of the village, muft have been confiderable about a
century ago ; and the general opinion is, that it has diminith-
ed. According to the return made to Dr Webfter, in 1753,
the number of fouls then amounted to gg98. Since 1770,
when the prefent incumbent was admitted, the population has
been on the increafe. By a lift, taken at that time, the inhabi-
tants were between 870 and 880. A fecond lift, taken in
January, 1789, made their number go1; of whom, 412
were males, and 489 females; 352 were under 14 years of
age, and 20 were above 70. By an accurate lift, taken in
January 1791, their number was as follows : '

Males - - 426 Below toyears - 253
Females - - 488 Between 10 and 20 181
= Between 20 and o 344

’ Total 914 Between 40 and 70 11§
Above 70 - - a1

Married - - 280 —
In widowhood = 53 o4

In -
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In the village of Gaiaﬂxiels, 581 ;—in Lindean, §1;—in
the country, 282. There are 209 families ; of whom, 18 are
farmers, 28 are cottars, whofe refidence depends on their re-
maining in the fame fervice ; and all the reft are leafcholders
for a longer or fhorter time.

The number of deaths, marriages, and births cannot be af-
eertained, becaufe many bury at Lindean, and fome in other
parithes; and many, from neighbouring parifhes, bury at Ga«
lafhiels. Many of different feQaries alfo are not married by
cftablifhed clergymen; and a ftill greater number negle& to
regifter the births of their children. Yet the rapid increafe of
population, and thriving ftate of the parifh, are plainly evin-
ced by this circumftance, that, on the eftate of Mr Scot of
Galaalone, there have been built, within thefe 20 years, fix
farm houfes, with complete office-houfes, and 32 good dwell-
ing houfes, in the village; befides 39 dwelling houfes, (on a
part of the parifth of Melrofe, which lies immediately contis
guous to it,) containing 201 inhabitants, not included in tl @
above ftatement; all of whom, except 4 families, removed
from Galafhiels, for the fake of getting feus, in a {fpot more
convenient for carrying on their bufinefs. This fuburb, to
which hitherto no reference has been made, muft neceffarily
be included in the following information, relative to the dife
eafes, employment, charalter, and religious opinions of the
inhabitants. ’

Air, Difeafes, fc.~—~=From the nature of the foil, the air
muft be dry and healthy. There never was, in the memory
of man, any deftrutive epidemical diftemper in the parifh.
Even the fmall-pox, meafles, and chincough are not fatal, nor
very infeCtious. Though each of thefe has repeatedly vifited
the village, during the laft 20 years, yet none of them, at a-
ny time, became general or vialent among the children. One

Qg2 half
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half of them, at Jeaft, efcaped the infetion, and very few of
the other half died. Inoculation is gradually gaining ground.
Perhaps the mildnefs of the natural fmall-pox, makes its pro-
grefs flower, than it otherwife might be. Agues, and flow
fevers are the moft prevalent difeafes; rheumatifms and piles
are not unfrequent. Fluxes and dyfenteries fometimes make
their appearance. But the far greater number of deathsis oc-
caloned unqueitionably by fevere labour, and want of proper
attention to cleanlinefs, diet, and heakth.

Manufatture of Woollen Chth.—The mamufacture of coarle
woollen cloth is here carried on to great extent. It has rapid-
ly increafed within thefe few years, and is now brought to
great perfe€tion. From Midfummer 1774, to Midfummer
1775, only 722 ftones of woel were manufactured into cloth
by the clothiers, and fcarcely as much more could be made by
private perfons ; whereas, in the current feafon (1790) 243
packs of wool, (each pack containing 12 ft. of 24 lib. Egglith)
have been purchafed by the manufaltwrers; befides which,
they receive from different quarters, woal, yarn, and weaved
- cloth, to a confidersble amount, to be dyed and drefled for
private ufe, or for fale. The higheft price given, per ftone,
for wool, this feafon, is 19s, and the loweft 75 9d; but in
general, the quantity purchafed is of that finenefs, as to nife
the average price to r§s per ftone. The wool, being bought

in fleeces, as it comes from the theep, muft be aflorted, fcou-
red, and freed from refufe, in which procefs, it lofes at leaft
one-fourth of its weight. A ftone of the fineft of it, weighed
after being thus prepared, will yield 32 flips of yarn, each
containing 12 cuts, and each cut being 120 rounds of the ler
gal recl.  Of this yarn, 1300 threads is the greateft number
put into the breadth or warp of any web, which, when finifb-
¢d, exceeds feven-cights of a yard in breadth, and fetches, in
‘ read ¥
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ready money, at leaft 58 per yard wholefale from a dealer,

or about 6s, when fold in retail. The coarfeft cloths are made

of wool, which vields only, when fcoured, 8 flips per ftone.

They are wove with no more than 6oo threads of warp in the:

Joom, are about fix-eights of a yard in breadth, when finithed,

and are fold, in whelefale to dealers, at ts 4d per yard.———

From thefe faQs, it feems fair to conclude, that the average
produce of wool muft be 20 flips of yarn per flone, and that
the average price of cloth fhould be 3s 2d per yard wholefale.
Yet, in fa&l, notwithflanding the high average price of wool,
and its confequent fincnefs, the average quantity of yarn pro-
duced does not excood 16 flips per ftone, and the average
price of cloth wholefalg, is fcarcely 28 6d per yard ;—a ftrik-
ing proof of its excellence. For all manufalurers know, that
weol, fpun beyond its finenefs, makes unthrifty cloth; where-
a a thread, coarfer than the waol will admit, is both more
eafily drawn; and more equal; and confequently makes the
fineft aud moft durable cloth. In fpinning wool, 241 women
are conftantly employed, befides occafional fpinflers. Such
of them, as have no avecations, will make 12 cuts in a day,
for which they are paid 6d. But as family concerns, ficld and
harvelt work, and fuch other bye- jobs, take up a great part of
their time, let 100 days in a year be allowed for thefe avocae
tions, and ftill, in the remaining days of the year, they would
fpin, at the above rate, more yarn, than can be produced from
the 243 packs of wool, purchafed for the current feafon. Yet
rot only are they always furnifhed with as much wool as they
can {pin, but three machines-alfo, with 30 and 36 fpindles
each, which, at an average, fpin at leaft 24 flips in a day a-
mopg them, are employed always two, and often three days
every week. In like manner, there are 43 looms in the vile
lage and fuburbs, 9 of which are only occafionally ufed by the
aged and infirm, and by young boys. Suppofing thefe 9, te
\ be

wi
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be equal to 2 looms conftantly occupied throughout the year;
and fuppofing the 36 looms, thus made up, to weave only, at
an average 7 yards raw cloth, which is equal to 43 yards, drefs-
ed cloth, each day, for 300 days in the year, they would thus
weave feveral thoufand yards of more cloth, than can be made
out of the above number of packs. Now, as many weavers
are known not to be a week idle throughout the year, and
fome of them, for a courfe of weeks in temperate weather,
work 12 and even 1§ yards per day, the above computation is
abundantly moderate. Again, every flip of yarn is allowed,
by the manufacturers, to make, at an average, a yard of cloth,
confequently, from the 243 packs, containing 2916 ftone, and
cach ftone yielding 16 flips of yain, there fhould be pro.
duced 46,656 yards of cloth ; yet, from the moft accurate en-
-quiry, the a¢tual number cannot be found to exceed 43,740
yards. To reconcile thefe feemingly inconfiftent circumftan-
ces, let the following obfervations be attended to: 1ft, Many
neighbouring farmers referve fome part of their wool, and
many families in the village purchafe fmall quantities, which
are fpun at home during winter, or given out to be fpun at
the ordinary rate. The yarn is fent to the weaver, the web
to the dyer, or perhaps the wool, from the beginning, is com-
mitted to a clothier, to be manufaltured intocloth. A grest
part of the cloth, thus made, is intended for the market,
though moft of it is generally for private ufe. Nor is it unu-
fual, for the manufaturers themfelves, to buy woollen yam,
and webs from the loom, to bring forward into cloth for fale,
In this manner, about 30°packs of wool may annually be fpun
and woven, befides the quantity purchafed by the manufac
turers. 2dly, The manufalturers do not employ all their
wool in making cloth. A confiderable quantity of blankets,
flannels, and worfted ftuffs for womens gowns, and childrens
frocks, are made both by them and private familics. And

fome
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{ome of the coarfeft of their wool is fold, and carried off for
other purpofes. And thirdly, The weavers, are occafionally
employed in working linens, cottons, and other ftuffs, from
mixtures made of linen, cotton, and worfted. As the aCtual
oumber of yards woven annually by them, cannot be collect-
ed from their memories, or fuch accounts as they keep, it
muft be calculated, by taking the whole 43 looms, at the low
rate of 4 yards each of dreflfed cloth per day, and reckoning
300 days in the year, which will make them amount nearly to
§2,000 yards of cloth of all kinds, ready for the market.

The price of weaving, including winding and preparing the
yamn, 8c. isfrom 2d. to 3% per yard. Taking the average at
2}, a weaver carns about 18 7d. each day; and the 43 looms
will draw about L. 1000 a year. A journeyman clothier gains
4s per week, befides board; and being in conftant employ-
ment through the year, without the expence of providing im-
plements, for carrying on his work, his wages may be confi-
dered, as nearly equal to thofe of the weaver.

Of thofe who purchafc wool, and fuperintend the whole
procefs of making it into cloth, there are 13 mafters, who
employ, at prefent, 50 journeymen and apprentices, in affort-
ing, fcouring, and fcribbling the wool, before it is given out
to fpin; and in fcouring, milling, dying, cropping, preffing,
and finithing off the cloth. .'The unwearied attention, which
they beftow on all the various departments of their complicat-
ed employment, and the proficiency, which they have attain~
ed, have obtained for them, many years fucceffively, almoft
all the premiums advertifed by the Truftees for cloth of 5, 4,
3» and 28. value per yard. It is, however, on the whole,
reckoned a difadvantage, that fo many different objefts muft
occupy their attention. In England, there are woolforters, who
buy, and prepare the wool for fpinning ; fpinflers, who buy

it, and fell the yarn to weavers ; who again fell the webs af-
ter
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ter they are wrought and fcoured. In fome places they ird
purchafed by dyers, and after being milled and dyed, are fold
again to thofz, whofe province it is to fit and polifh them for
the market. In other places the perfons both dye and drefs
them.—From the materials thus becoming the aétual pro-
" perty of thofe, through whofc hands they pafs, in the diffe-
rent ftages of the work, it may be prefumed, that the feveral
parts of it will be mare expeditioufly and better done, to infure
its fclling quickly, and to good advantage. As fpinftets witl
learn to examine the wool, weavers the yarn, and dyers the
web, before making a purchafe, all of them are thereby fti-
mulated to take the greater care, to avoid all faults and ble-
mithes, which would hurt the fale, or leffen the profits of their
labour., Befides, it feems probable, that the fewer employ-
ments any man follows, the greater will be his proficiency ia
them. They, who conftantly and exclufively are kept ferib-
bling wool, will work more, and to better purpofe; than o-
thers, who are accuftomed equally to perform every branch
of the manufaluring line. In like manner, the fineft dyc
will always be given by him, whofe fole bufinefs it is, to mix
and prepare the colours, and fix them onthe cloth. And the
fweeteft polith will come from the hand, which is only put
forth to the fhears, the teafle, and the prefs.~——In oppofiti-
on, however, -to this reafoning, fpecious and conclufive as it
may appear, fome intelligent manufa&turers here prefer their
own method, of condutting the whole procefs from firft to
laft; afferting, that, from univerfal experience, the yarn and
webs, which they purchafe, are greatly inferior to thofe
which are made under their own eye; and afligning, as the
realon of this inferiority, that, having the abfolute direction
both of fpinning and weaving, and a perfe&t knowledge of the
refpetive abilities of fuch as they employ, in thefe depart~
merits, they muft cafly perceive, and can keep out of their

2 chi,
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webs, all faulty yarn; they muft be acquainted with all de»
fets in weaving; and, if they are of a nature not to .be cor-
reQted, os concealed by the fub{cqucnt operations, which the
cloth undergoes, they can make both fpinfters and weavers ac-
cquntable for their feversl miftakes, which cannot thus be
smended. And the excellence of all clgth depending, in a
great meafure, on the equality of the yarn,’both as to finenefs
and twifting, they have the advantage of knowing and employ-
ing the hands, which come neareft to cach other in thefe re~
fpe&ks, and the weavers, who excel in working finer or coarfer
yarn.

Spinning machines poflefs one eminent advantage over com-
mop wheels. The yarn on 30, or 36 fpindles, is all equally
twifted, and drawn to the fame finenefs. And from the na-
tuze of the motion, the twift cannot be hard, nor the thread
fine, which renders the cloth foft, irm and durable. The
moft dextexous fpinfter canpot twifl fo equally, and fo gently,
twenty flips of yarn, from wool of the fame quality, as a ma-
chine can do twenty thoufand. And it is now univerfally a-
greed, that both warp and woof, twifted as gently as the loom
can admit, is molk fufceptible of being driven clofe by the
mill, of receiving the ftrongeft dye, and of acquiring the
{mootheft furface.

Artizans. — Pefides the manyfaCure of woollen cloth,
which is no doubt the ftaple of the parith, other branches are
cagried to a confiderable extent. Ten perfons are employed,
as fkinners and tanners, who pay, for the white and tanned
leather, which they make, from L. 66 to L. 98, of excife to
Government, at 3n average, yearly. Seventeen are wrights,
who, befides jobbing as cabinet-makers, and houfe carpen.
ters, and wheel and mill wrights, and making all the com-
mon implements of hufbandry, drive a very confiderable trade,

Vo, II. Rr by
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by purchafing growing timber, blocking it inte ploughs, catts,
hay-rakes, &c. annually, all which are fold to plough and
cart-wrights, and farmers, at a confiderable diftance. There
are 3 black-fmiths, 3 bakers, 5§ fhoemakers, and ¢ taylors.
The number of merchants and fhop-keepers cannot eafily
be afcertained, as almoft every body buys and fells or bar.
ters.

-

Church, Living, and School.—The parith church was o=
riginally fitvated at Lindean, to the fouth of Tweed, but was
removed, in the courfe of the laft century, to Galafhiels,——
The living, which is in the gift of Mr Scot of Gala, was,
in 1775, augmented from L. 800, to L. 10go Scots, with
L. 4:3:4 fterling, for communion elements ; and the glebe,
(including ¢ bolls, 3 firlots. of barley, Linlithgow meafure, -
which the minifter receives annually, for a part of it lying in
Lindean,) will rent about L.1g ferling.«—The fchool-
mafter has L. 6: 7 : 2 of falary, and frem 80 to 120 fcholars;
a tolerable houfe, but no garden. There is alfo a fchool at
Lindean, with a {mall falary, faid to be a part of the parith
falary, granted when that village was confiderable for the num=
ber of its inhabitants.

Heritors, Rent, {&’c.~—There are only 6 heritors; 4 of
whom have dwelling houfes in the parith, and two of thefe
four are refident.  Their cumulo valued rent, is L. 8225 :13:4
Scots: And their real rent may amount to L. 16ao0 fterling,
over and above all public burdens.

Poor.—~The poor, at prefent, upon the roll, amount to 14,
(13 of whom are females,) and that number may be taken as
the average for 15 years paft. Several others receive occafion-
alaid. The fum levied and contributed, for their fupport,

. annually -
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apnually, is about L. 30, but it is gradually increafing. As
moft of them can work, their allowance is but fmall, in
general, not above 9d. per week, except in times of fcar-
city.

Difadvantages.—The greateft difadvantage, which the pa-
rith and fuburbs labour under, is no doubt their diftance from
lime and coals ; both of which they bring from Middleton, 21
miles from Galafhiels, and upwards of 24 miles from feveral
places in the parith.- Notwithftanding this great diftance,
lime is found to be cheaper mature, and coals cheaper fuel,
than the marle and peats in the fouthern diftri&, though both
arc excellent of their kinds.———Want of a poft, is another
material difadvantage, to which the village is fubjeéted. Offices
are eftablithed at Stagehall, Selkirk, and Melrofe. The firft,
a fingle houfe, though fartheft diftant, is moft convenient, be-
ing on the road to lime and coals; but, notwithftanding the
obliging care of the poftmafter there, the arrival of letters, 7
miles from a poft-office, muft always be tedious and uncer-
tain. There is a certainty that the revenue, which is drawn
there, would be at left trebled, were the office removed to Gala-
fhiels.— A third great inconvenience, which the manufaturers
fuffer, is want of a ftock to carry on their work to a fufficient
extent; of confequence, they are obliged to purchafe on credit,
and at a high rate, every neceflary article of manufatture, and
to fell the produce inftantly, at whatever ready money it will
fetch. Whereas, were they able to pay at once for all they
durchafe, they would both have more profit, and they could
continue to manufalture their goods, without being reduced
to the neceflity of difpofing of them, till a proper price could
be obtained.

Charaller of the Pesple.~In the parith and fuburbs of the
Rra village,
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village, there are no lefs than 15 houfes, where aie or{pi-
rits are retailed. Yet the people, in general, are fober and
induftrious in the extreme. Not one is addiled to dram-
drinking or tippling ; and very rarely is a tradefman, efpeci-
ally a manufaéturer, feen in liquor. A refpetable number

“attend public worfhip in the eftablithcd church, and about 2ca

receive the facrament of our Lord’s fupper annually. At the
fame time, thereare many, who adhere both to the Burgherand
Antibargher principles, and a few belong to the Church of
Relief. There are alfo fome clafles of Independents, and
Baptifts; befides feveral who difclaim all attachment to any
fe& whatfoever, and feem to have no fixed principles of reli-
gion. Concerning the numbers, and the peculiar tenets, of
thefe various feparatifts from the eftablifhment, the prefent
incumbent has never been led to make any particular irquiry,
from an opinion, that while they are peaceable and goad
members of fociety, and * live foberly, righteoufly, and godly,”
the fpeculative points, on which they may differ, are of very
little importance. And it gives him much pleafure, to find 2
fpirit of forbearance and toleration univerfally prevziling, 3-
mong all ranks and denaminations in the parith®.

* For an anfwer to the queries relating to Roman and otheras-
tiquities, vid, Pennant’s Tour, printed in 1772,

NUMBER
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NUMBER XXIV.

PARISH OF COCKPEN.

(coUNTY OF EDINBURGH.)

By the Rev. MR Epexezer MarsHaLL.

Situation, Extent, $oil, &'c.

THE‘ patith of Cotkpen, in the prefbytery of Dalkeith, fy-

nod of Lothian and Tweddale, and coynty of Edin.
burgh, extends, from fouth to north, about 2 miles, and
from eaft to welt, where it is broadeft, a mile and a half.
The fouthern part of it is divided by the river South Efk; o-
ver which, 2 ftately bridge is thrown at Cockpeh. Every
where within the parifh, the banks of the river are bold and
beautifully fringed with natural wood.——The foil is a ftrong
clay ; which, with proper cultivation, produces excellent grain,
and in fufficient quantities.—The climate is dry and pure.—
In every part of the parith coalis to be found, and has, in feve-
ral places, been wrought fuccelsfully. Good free-ftone abounds
in it ; and there is a fort of mofs, from whence copperas has
Been extralled.

 Proprietors.—There are 6 heritors; of whom, the Earl of
Dathoufie, has the largeft property. His Lordfhip, and Sir
James Murray, have their principal {eats in the parifh.—The
caftle
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caftle of Dalhoufie, a building of great antiquity, conftructedin
the old Scottifh tafte,is pleafantly fituated on the northernbank
of theriver, which runs at a few yards diftance from the foot of
the walls. This caftle was modernized by the late Earl of Dal-
houfie, and has thereby loft much of its former venerable af-
pe&t.  The grounds around it are, by nature, pecularly a-
dapted for extenfive and romantic pleafure grounds. A little
Jower, on the oppofite bank of the fameriver, ftood the man-
fion houfe of Cockpen ; lately purchafed by the Earl of Dal-
houfie, from Mr Baron Cockburn, by whom the adjacent
lands had been inclofed and greatly improved. Along the
fteep and woody banks of the river, he had alfo formed various
walks, at a great expence, and in the fineft tafte, which are
ftill the delight of every vifitant; but a few bare walls are now
all that remains of his hofpitable manfion, ferving, however,
to increafe the wild, and romantic beauty of the {urrounding’
fcenery. .
Population.—By a lift, found among the papcrs of the then
incumbent, it appears, that, in 1749, there were in the parih,
160 families, containing 299 males, and 3.49 females, or 648
individuals ; of which, 454 were above, and 194 under 10s
years of age. The return to Dr Webfter was 640 fouls. By an
enumeration made by the prefent minifter, in 1790, it was
found, that there were 288 families in the parifh, and 1123
individuals ; 5 of whom were above 80, and 195 were diffen-
ters from the Eftablifhed Church. Thus, it appears, that the
population has increafed 475 in the fpace of 40 years, There
has been an increafe, even fince 1783, of 123. This addi-
tion was chiefly on the property of Mr Calderwod Durham,
and has been occafioned by a very flourithing coaliiery, and by
giving fmall feus to induftrious labourers, mechanics, and
manufalturers. ~———The annual average of baptifms, for7
years
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years, from 1941, was 2§. For a like period, from 1734,
it was 30.

Farms.—— About 40 years ago, a number of fmall farmers
cultivated the lands in the parifh, and lived in fome degree of
plenty: at prefent, 7 families, of that defcription, occupy
almoft entirely the whole diftrit. They difcover a great fpi-
tit of enterprize and zeal for improvement, and live in a de-
gree of affluence, unknown to their more humble predecef-
fors.

Scarcity in 1782y—and the Poor.—==During the fcarcity
which afflicted the kingdom, in the years 1782, and 1783,
L.43:10:3 was expended in relieving the neceflities of the
poor in this parifh. Of that fum, L. 30 was raifed by an af-
fefiment upon the heritors and tenants. For fome years af-
terwards, the number of poor was greater than ufual ; but it is
now diminifhing, and the expenditure of 1789, for their fup-
port, was no more than L.13:16:9. This fum is almoft
wholly colleéted at the church doors, from the labourers, me-
chanics, and farmers; who are, in general, very regular in
their attendance on divine worfhip.

The number of poor relieved, from the fundsof the parifh,
at prefent, is 11 ; and the moft neceflitous of them, do not re-
ceive above 3s 6d. monthly. Even this fum, whichis more
than what is generally given, is but a fcanty provifion for a
family, confifting of 2 or 3 perfons, who muft depend upon
their own induftry, and labour for what they find to be farther
neceffary.—In the country part of the parifh, inftances of
deep wretchednefs, not unfrequently occur, from the inade-
quate means of relief, and the want of employment, {uited to

the ftrength, or ftate, of the feeble and the aged.

-] Rent,
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Rant, Siipend, Patvow, i&c.—The valued rent of the parie
is L.3068: 19 : 8 Scots. The real rent may amount to L.1450
fterling. The minifter’s ftipend is paid in vi@ual and in mo-
ney; and, according to the prices of grain, may, at an ave-
rage, be worth L. g5 fterling yearly. ‘The glebe, by an ex-
change of part of it, which is to take place 3t the term of Mar-
tinmas 1791, will confift of 65 acres arable, 3nd one of paf-
ture. The Earl of Dalhoufic is patron. The fchoolmafter
receives of falary yearly L. 7:1, and has a very good dwell-
ing-houfe and garden. The fees quarterly for teaching are 1524
for Englith, 18 6d. for writing, and 2s 6d. for arithmetic.

Prices of Labour and Provifions.—~With the improvements of
the country, which are every where advancing rapidly, the
price of labour has been greatly increafed. A day-labourer
now carns from 1od to 14d per day. A fervant-maid receives
of wages yearly, fiom 5os to L. 3, and a fervant-man from
L.6 to L. 7 fterlipg. A mafon gets 2s. a day, and 3 carpen-
ter 1s6d. From the grawing wealth and improvements of
this country, the labourer, the mechanic, the manufallurer,
trader, and landholder, are dajly gaining fome advantage;
but thofe of ftated and fixed incomes are thereby fufferings
confidcrable diminution, in the value of what they receive, pro-
portionally to the rife that takes plage, in the price of labour
and provifions.

Rotation of Crops.— Lvery farmer, in this part of the coun-
try, puts 3 certain portion of his lind into fummer fallov.
This he manures with dung and lime, and then fows it with
wheat. When it is thus freed from weeds, and ciriched, the
land produces, in wheat, from 8 to 10 bolls an agre, and
fometimes 12. A crop of peafe is gencrally taken after the
wheat, and then a crop of oats or barley. With the oats or

barley, -
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barley, the ground is fown with grafs feeds fora feafon or two.
When it is broken up it is fown again with oats, and afterwards
put into fallow. Turnip and potatoe crops are little ufed,
and even barley does not always fucceed upon the clay foil.
The farmers have a ready market for their corn at Dalkcith,
which is held wéekly through the whole year; and is, per-
haps, the greateft corn market in Scotland.——An acre of
good land lets here at 25 yearly.

Mifcellanedus Olfervations.— A few years ago, a filver pen-
ny, of Edward L of England, was found in the glebe, and
is now in the pofleffion of the minifter. It might, perhaps, have

-been loft at the battle of Roflin, which was fought not far
from this.——Sir Alexander Ramfay, of Dalhoufie, who lived
in the 14th century; is eclebrated as one of the braveft warriors
of thatage. The Scottith youth wereemulous of learning, un-
der him, the art of war. His gallant behaviour at the battle of

. Otterburn, is celebrated by Froiffart. He was appointed by his
fovereign, warden of the borders ; and, from envy, was treach-
eroufly murdered by Douglas of Liddifdalé.———5ome years a-
g0, an attempt was made to encourage the raifing of flax, and,
by the aid of the Truftees, a mill was fitted up for drefling it ;
but it was attended with no fuccefs. There is, in the parifh,
a bleachfield, which, at prefent, is managed to confidera~
ble advantage.——For fome years paft, a large and heavy har-
row has been employed with muchefle@ in covering the feed
upon the clay lands. A fine and deep mould is thereby form-
edy even in the dryeft feafon.

Vor. 1L - 8s NUMBER
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NUMBER XXV.

PARISH OF CRAILING

(COUNTY OF ROXBURGH.)

By the Rev. Mr. Davip Brown.
Rt —

Situation, Extent, and Surface.
THIS parith is fituated in the county of Roxburgh, in the
prefbytery of Jedburgh, and fynod of Merfe and Te-
viotdale. In the records of prefbytery it is called, the united
parithes of Crailing, Nifbet, and Spital. Crailing and Nifbet
were diftin&t parithes, and Spital is faid to have been an hof-
pital, belonging to the abbey at Ancrum. The time of an-
nexation is very antient. Itis of a circular form, near 4 En.
glith miles in diameter.  The river Teviot flows eaftward,
in beautiful windings, through its centre ¥,. where it is
joined by the Oxnam from the fouth, nearly at right an-
gles.
About three fourths of the parith are arable land, very rich
and fertile. The haughs, about a mile broad, in the middle of

the parifh, are of a decp loamy dry foil. Towards the fouth,
the

* The centre of the parith is 13 miles from Hawick, 7 from
Kelfo, and 45 from Edinburgh.
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the ground rifes gradually from the valley ; - the foil becomes of
a fharper, and more ftoney kind, and then runs out into
fheep pafture. On the fouthern boundary there are confidera-
ble plantations of wood ; moftly fir, except on the banks of
the Oxnam, where there is a quantity of timber, of various
forts, along the borders of a fmall and romantic glen ; in the
bottom of which, there isa flat of rich pafture. The river winds
through it, but occafionally touches high and ftecp rocks, part-
ly covered with natural wood. At che foot of this glen, are
fituated, Crailing houfe on one fide of the Oxnam, and the
manfe on the other. This fpot is well adapted for beautiful
pleafure grounds; in the keeping up, and improving of which,
the prefent proprietor is at confiderable pains and expence.
The grounds, on the fouth fide of the parifh, are moftly in-
clofed and fubdivided with hedges, and rows of trees.

The north fide of the parifh contains little haugh land, the
ground beginning to rife ‘more immediately from the river.
The foil is rich and dry, fit for any crop. On the northern
boundary, there is a confiderable extent of fheep pafture, in
which, there is a beautiful green hill, called Penelbeugh, the
only one in the parith. The grounds on that fide, though
interfperfed with a few clumps of fir trees, are moftly open ;
except towards the weft, at Spital, now called Mount-teviot,
where there are large inclofures, with hedge rows and belts
of planting, and a confiderable quantity of full grown tim-
ber.

This parifh is a fmall portion, but; at the fame time, the
loweft, warmeft, and moft fertile, of that beautiful tra® of
corn country, on the banks of the Teviot, 20 miles in length,
from Hawick to Kelfo, which is commonly known by the
name of Teviotdale.

Ss2 Climate,
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Clismate, ¢&c.—~—The climate is dry and wholefome. Na
difeafes are peculiar to the parith ; and the people are gene-
rally long lived. One man died a few years ago, who was
faid to be 106. At prefent there are feveral perfons in the
parifh about 8o, and likely ftill to fee many years. —There
ig a circpmftance, which may be mentioned here, ag a proof
of the mildnefs of the climate, and finenefs of the foil of this
parith, which took place in the late attempt, that was made
to cultivate tobacco in Scatland: In ane feafon, a tenant, in
this diftri&, drew L. 115 for tobacco plants, and afterwards
xaifed a csop on 12 or 13 acres, which he fold upon the
ground, for L. 320 ; but an at of parliament intervening, (the
policy, or the juftice of which, need not here be entered into,)
the purchafer was unable ta fulfil his bargain, and the farmer
was compelled to difpofe of his tobacco to Government, at
only 4d. per pound; at which rate, it brought him only
L. 104. It appeared, from the, trials made at that time,
that tobacco would thriye well in the fou;hcm parts of Scots
land.

Rent of the Parifp.——The valued rent is L. 8733 Scots,
The real amounts to about L. 2500 fterling. 'The rent of the
beft land in the parifh, is L.1:10 per Englith acre. The
land, in general, is let, not by the acre, but in the lump.

Number of Proprictors, Tenants, {o'c.—There are two great
and one fmall proprictor, or feuer in the parifh. One of
thefe, My Hunter of Crailing, refides at his country feat dur-
ing the fummer. Mount-teviot-lodge, (a feat of the Marquis
of Lothian,) has not been occupied by the family for fome
time paft. There are four farmers, wha pay L. 100; other
fpur, upwards of L. 200, one L. 300 per annum; blcﬁdcs

a

‘'
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a aumber of fmaller tenants. But there is not now in the
parith, above one-third of the number, that there were 40

years ago.

- Population.~——The population of the country part of the
parith, has, of late years, greatly diminifhed, owing to the
monopoly of farms. But, on the whole, the increafe is confi-
derable, when compared with the report made to Dr Web-
fter, in 1755, where it is ftated, at only 387 fouls. The
number of perfons, at prefent, in the parifh, by aftual enu-
meration, are as follows :

Of the Eftablithed Church - - 280
Their children, under 10 years of age, or there-

by - - - - 172
' — 452
Seceders - - . 130
Their children . . v 9
-— 220
e

Totalintheparih 672

The proportion of Seceders has been much about the fame
for many years.

The following is a ftatement, extralted from the parith

regifter, of the births, marriages, and deaths, for the laft
ten years :

Abfirady
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Abfiral of Births, Marriages, and Deaths.

\

Years. Births. Marriages. Deaths.
x781 - - 10 - - 7 - - 1o
1782 - - 18 - - 10 - 14
31783 - - 13 - - § - - 5
18 - - 24 - - 4 =~ - 2
M - - 15 - = 5 - .- 4
1786 - - 22 - - 5 - - 1
1787 - - 14 - = .7 - - 3
1788 - - 18 - - 5 - - 7
1789 - - 16 - - 3 - - 2
1790+ =~ 13 - = 9 - - 7

163 6o 55
Yearly aver. near 16 6 5

The lift of deaths is not very exa®, as no record has
been kept, of perfons belonging to this, who have been buri-
ed in other parifhes.

State of Agriculture.~—1t is believed, that.there is not, in
any part of the kingdom, a better fyftem of agricuiture. No
expence iy fpared in procuring manure. Marle is got at Eck-
ford, one mile diftant; but lime is'brought from Northumber
land, about 23 miles. And one of the moft confiderable far
mers in the parifh, is this year making trial of gypfum, or
plaifter of Paris, which has, of late, been much recommend-
ed. The marle is fold fo high, that lime is reckoned cheaper,
notwithftanding the diftance of carriage. The turnip, and

every fpecies of drill hufbandry, is carried on here in the
higheft -
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‘higheft perfe@ion. The p]ovn:)en of this parifh, have, at no
competition, been excelled in the neatnefs of their work; and
the farmers are remarkable for keeping capital horfes, and e-
quipping them to the beft advantage. No fight can be more
delightful, to ene who is fond of a country life, than to fur-
‘vey the rich haughs of Crailing, and the fields of Nifbet, in-a
fine morning, during the beft feafons, for the toils of agricul.
ture.

Crops.—This parifh produces a great proportion of wheat,
befides all the other kinds of grain of the beft quality. The
culture of turnips is much attended to, and with great fuccefs.
They are generally eaten by fheep on the fields. The fheep are
inclofed by nets, made for the purpofe ; by means of which,
400 or §oo are confined within the bounds of 4 or § Englith
acres at a time, till the turnips are all confumed. The ground
being well prepared for the turnips, and thoroughly cleaned
while the crop is upon it, the neceflity of fummer fallowing
is precluded, and is, therefore, feldom pra&tifed in this parith.
The fheep leave the ground richly manured, and wheat is ge-
nerally {6wn upon fields thus prepared, any time before Chrift-
mas. Thereare, upon an average, about 220 acres of turnip
annually confumed in this parith, by the¢p from neighbouring
parifhes, and from the Englith border, which are thereby tho-
toughly fed for the market, to the number of about 2200, al-
lowing 10 fheep to an acre. Such turnips, as are not confum-
ed in this way, (which are not a few,) are given, by the far-
mers, to their young ftock, both of cattle and fheep. The
turnips, that are late of being confumed, are fucceeded by a
crop of barley, which is frequently accompanied with grafs-
feeds. ‘The crops of this parifh, and of Eckford to the eaft,
are generally mote early, than even thofe of the Lothians.

Price
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Price of Labour.——The a’verage wages of a mauo-ferrant
living in the houfe, are about L. 7; thofe of a woman about
L. 3:10. The wages of men-labourers, furnifhing theirowa
meat, are 10d. a day, from Martinmas to Candlemas, and 13
the reft of the year, except in time of harveft, when they are
fomewhat higher. The wages of women are, at turnip-
weeding, and other farm-work, in fummer, 7d a day, andat
fhearing in harveft, 1s, furnithing their own vituals.

Carts and Ploughs.—There are 48 carts and 44 ploughs.
The ploughs are of Small’s conftru@ion; and though all
made in the parifh, they are not inferior to his manufacture.
They are always' drawn by a pair of horfes, and one man
both drives and holds the plough.

Animals, Fifb, to’c.—There are about 140 horfes and 350
black cattle in the parith. The ftock of fheep is about 2400.
The breed is between the beft border ewes, and Bakewell’s aod
Culley’s tups. The lambs, for fome years paft, have fold at
from 8s to 11s a head; the wool is all laid,. and fells at abowt
865 per ftone of 24 Englith 1b. from 3 to 8 fleeces go to the
ftone. Such is the attention here paidto the cultureof theep, that
mapy are bred and reared even on the beft grounds.

The rivers Teviot and Oxnam, already mentioned, abound
with great variety of trout. Vaft numbers of fea trout come
up in fummer and autumn, and afford excellent fport to the
angler. There are fome pike of a large fize in the back wa-
ters or deferted channcls of the Teviot. There are a great ma-
ny grilfe, and fome falmon in that river. '

Mineral Spring.—The only thing of the kind in the pasilhy
and that even fcarcely worth mentioning, is a fmall fpring
near the manfe, within a few yards of the minifter’s well, of

3 which
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Which the common people talk very highly, as a cure for the
cholic.

Vz!laga.—'ﬁxerc are three viliggcs in the par'iﬂx, viz. Craila
ing, and,Upper and Nether Nifbet. But, indeed, they fcarce-
ly deferve the name of villages, being inhabited only by fuch
labourers and trzdefmen, as are neceffary for the purpofes of
the neighbouring farmers.

Ecclefiaftical State of the Parifp.—The prefent church and’
manfe were built about 35 years agbi The church is fmall,
but handfome, well finifhed, and in goud repair. It ftands
remote from all other buildings, on a fmall eminence near the
fouth bank of the Teviot, where that river is joined by the
Oxnam, which is about the centre of the parith. When this
church was built, the church of Nifbet was thrown down, and
not a veltige of it now remains. The hofpital and chapel ae
Spital were long ago demolifhed, and even the burying-ground
there has been totally abandoned for many years. Nothing
but a few tomb ftones now mark the placey and thefe are al-
moft grown over with trees and weeds. But the burying-
ground at Nifbet is ftill ufed, by all the Nifbet and Spital fide of
the parifh.—Thercare no remains of the old church of Crailing,
which ftood within a few yards of Crailing houfe ; but the pa-
rithioners on Crailing fide, and fome alfo, who have left the
parifh, ftill in(ift upon ufingthe old burying ground, although
the proprietor of Crailing has, in licu of it, given them an am-
ple fpace around the new church; and although their late mi-
nifter fet them an example, by ereCting there a tomb for himfelf
fome yeirs before he died —The manfe ftands upon the old
fite of Crailing manfe, nearly about half a mile fouth from the
prefent church. The king is patron. The living confifls of 85
bolls of meal, and a little more than 75 bolls of barley, Linlith-

You. 1L Te gow
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gow meafure. The minifter is titelar of the vicarage tithes,

, confifting of lambs, wool, lint, hemp, hay, &c. which he

lets at prefent for L. 30 : 10 fterling. It is believed they may
be rented confiderably higher. There is likewife a glebe of
9 acres and 17 poles Englifh, and a manfe, &c. all which are
in value according to the rate of the times.

There is no diffenting meeting-houfe in the parith. The
Seceders here are accommodated at Jedburgh, which is about
3 miles diftant.

State of the Schools.—There are two eftablithed fchools in the
parith, viz. one at Crailing, and one at Nifbet. The fchool-
matfter of Crailing has L. 5 : 11 14, as falary, andabout L.3,
as being parifh and feflion clerk. He has alfo the intereft of
money, left by bonds for his ufe, to the amount of L.°3 41§ per
annum. The {choolmafter of Nifbet has L. 2: 15 :63, as fa-
fary, and 10s for colleing the poor’s rates of the barony of
Nifbet. The fchool-fees are very fmall, being, for Englith,
1s. per quarter, for Englifh and writing, 1s 6d. and for Eng-
lifh, writing, and arithmetic, 2s 6d. The annual average
number of fcholars, for the laft 6 years, hasbeen 48 at Craik
ing fchool, and 36 at Nifbet.

State of the Poor.—They are fupported by poorsrates. It
found, by written records, that, between 30 and 40 years ago,
the poor in this parifh, in number about 8 perfons, were fup-
ported, or relicved in their own houfes, for about L. 14 fter-
ling per annum. Of late years, about 14 perfons, at an ave-
rage, havebeen maintained in the fame way, for L. 277 perannum.

 Roads, Bridges, and Boats.—The turnpike road on the fouth
banks of the Teviot, betwixt Hawick and Kelfo, paffes through
this
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this parith. 'The other roads are kept in repair by ftatute mo.
ney. There is a bridge over the Oxnam, near the manfe,
‘which is the only one in the parith. It was built about 20
years ago, by fubfcription, and is ftill in good repair; it will
no doubt be upheld by the turnpike funds.——The neareft
bridge over the Teviot, is that at Ancrum, a fhort way a-
bove. But, for the conveniency of the parith, the heritors up~
hold a boat, and pay a boatman. To this they are bound, on
account of the annexation of Nifbet and Spital to the church
of Crailing ; and on Sundays no fare is exaéted,}rom perfons
attending the parith church.

Antiguities.— A Roman road or canfeway pafled through
the weft part of this parith, the traces of which are ftill to be
feen. There are alfo veftiges of two encampments on the top
of Penelheugh; and that they belonged to the Romans, we
are led to conje&ture, from their vicinity to thatroad. One of
them feems to have been ftrongly fortified, and though now
totally demolithed, it ftill retains the name of the Caftle.—
The fite of it is very high, and commands a moft extenfive
profpe&; taking in at once all the windings of the Teviot from
Hawick to Kelfo, and part of the feveral beautiful ftreams
which join it in that courfe. The whole county of Berwick is
alfo feen from it, and a part of the German ocean. The view
is bounded on the fouth by the lofty mountains of Cheviot,
and, on the north, by the Lammermuir hills.

Nifbet is noted, by tradition, for being a ftrong-hold of
fome of the antient marauders of the border. Many perfons
are yet living, who remember the ruins of two ftrong towers
at the village of Nether Nifbet, and ftones of excellent work-
manthip are flill dug up from time to time. It alfo deferves
to be mentioned, on account of its antiquity, and the fingu-
latity of its tenure; that the proprietor of the barony of Crai-

Tt2 ling
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ling is bound to furnifh, a guard of his own vaffals, for the cir-
cuit Court of Jufticiary, when it meets at Jedburgh. On this
account, there is annexed, to that barony, the property of
fome acres of'land at Lanton, in the parith of Jedburgh, which
is called the Crowner’s lands.

Difadvantages.—~It is a difadvantage, to which the loweft
haughs of the parith are liable, that the rivers fometimes
fwell to fuch a height, as to carry off either the corns when
cut, or the manure, when lying on the furface, and thusto
deftroy the labours of the farmer. 'What renders thefe floods
more deftrutive is, that they are often unexpetted, and fud-
den, by great rains falling in the diftant mpuntains, when no
fymptoms are perceived by the inhabitants of this, and of the
neighbouring vallies.

But the chief and general dlfadvantage of this parifh, is,
the dlﬁgnpg from coal, and the great expence of land carriage,
on that and all other commodities. Although a confiderable
quantity of fire-wood is annually fold at Crailing plantations,
yet it is generally thought, that coals are the cheapeft fuel
They are brought from Etal in Glendale, and from Rychefter
on Reid water, a branch of the Tyne,"both in Northumber-
Jand, andboth diftant about 23 miles. But ftill it is fome comfort
to obferve, that thefe coals are of a very excellent quality.

 Means of Improvement—The improvements of this parith,
and of the neighbouring diftricts in general, have been very ra-
pid for fome years, owing ta the eftablifhment of turnpike
roads, and to the great fuccefs in the culture of turnip; and
it is hoped, that there will foon be an eafy communication
with the German ocean, by means of the propofed canal. If
that fhould take place, it will neceffarily lead to the eftablifh-
ment of manufaltures, and thereby-increafe.the population,
extend the improvements, and double the value of cftates in

this part of the kingdom.
NUMBER -
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NUMBER XXVL

PARISH OF MORHAM

(COUNTY OF EAST LOTHIAN,)

By the Rev. MR. CARFRAE.

Name, &oc.

THE parifh of Morham is, perhaps, the fmalleft, both

with refpect to population and extent, in Scotland.
It has neither trade, nor manufatures of any kind ;—it has
neither mines nor minerals ;—it has neither towns, nor villa~
ges, nor rivers;—it has neither any antiquities, nor natu.
ral curiofities of any importance ;—nor has it been the fcene
of any remarkable tranfaétions; —confequently, ftatiftical invef-
tigation, muft be extremely limited, and the anfwers to en-
quiries of that nature much confined, both as to their kind,
and number.

It is not an eafy matter, for a perfon, ignorant of the lan-
guage of the antient inhabitants of this country, to explain,
with accuracy, the origin of the names of towns and places.
Indeed there is no point more undetermined. With a wide
field, for fanciful fpeculation, there is no regular certain rule
to direét our refearch. Names of places are often chimerical,
arbitmry, and accidental : Some have arifen from circumftan-
¢es long paft and forgotten, and, which the moft accurate in--

quiry
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quiry cannot trace back; and others have been eftablift-
ed by trifling accidents, which deferved no record at the time,
and merit no inveftigation now. The moft obvious, are thofe
which obtained names from their local fituation, from the
lord of the manor, or the proprietor of the foil ; and when
thefe arc obvious and apparent, it is idle to trace them toideal
foundations, which never exifted. The writer of this paper
muft acknowledge himfelf ignorant of the origin or derivation
of the name givew to the parith. But, were he inclined
indulge himfelf in conjeCtural explanations, he would be apt
to fay, that Morham is the Great Town, or Village sifor if more
fignifies great, and ham a town or village, the origin of the
name is fufficiently plain. There is indeed no village now in
the diftrict, to eftablifh that derivation ; but many circum-
ftances prove, that there was one in antient times, of confide-
rable extent. In particular, there was formerly a caftle in
this place, fituated on an eminence, near the church, of con-
fiderable magnitude and ftrength; the refidence no doubt, of
the lord of the manor, and built, as was the cuftom of the
times, as a place of fecurity and defence, againft the hoftile
incurfions of the enemy. A village, in former days, was al-
moft the neceffary confequence of a ftrong caftle, and a power-
fulbaron. In thofe ages of violence and hoftility, when life
and property were not, as now, fecured by law, and prote&-
+ ed by government, it was natural for the lower clafs of man-
kind, to look for proteétion from their immediate fuperior, and
take up their dwelling under the fhelter of his caftle, where
they would not only obtain employment and fubfiftence, in
the various departments of his houfehold, but alfo a fafe ref-
denee, and prote&ion againft the fudden incurfions of turbe-
lent neighbours, or national focs. Although there is not one
ftone of the caftle, now alluded to, left upon another, yet

there ars many people alive, who remember the remains of
ity
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it, and fpeak of it as a large and extenfive ftruCture. It had
evidently been of fuch magnitude and ftrength, as to be the
means of raifing a confiderable village ; for although there are
only a few houfes remaining near thefite of the old foundations,
yet the village had extended confiderably weftward ; for, at
. the diftance of a quarter of a mile, afew cottages ftill remain,
which retain the name of the Weff Gate-end.

Situation, Extent, 8c.—~Motham is fituated in the county of
Eaft Lothian, in the prefbytery of Hadington, and fynod of
Lothian and Tweeddale. It is bounded by the parifh of Gar-
veld on the fouth, Yefter on the Weft, Hadington on the
north, and Whittingham on the caft. It is about 3 milea
from the town of Hadington, ghere there is an excellent mar-
ket, for all the articles, which the parifh has occafion, either
to fell, or to purchale. In regard to extent, it is little more
than 2 miles in length from eaft to weft, and from one to
balf a mile from South to North; containing, in all, about
1400 Scottith acres, divided into 6 farms; one of which, be-
ing of a moorifh thin clayey foil, contains 500; the other
five, having good foil, confift of from 150 te 200 acres each.
The property is almoft equally divided between two heritors,
the Earl of Wemyfs, (and Sir David Dalrymple) Lord Hailes.

The grofs rent of the parith may be about L. 8oo fterling.
The lands are moderately rented, the proprictors being con=
vinced, that it is for the mutual advantage of the landlord and
tenant, that their farms fhould be let on fuch eafy and reafon-
able terms, as will enable the tenant to provide for his family,
and prevent his fchemes of improvement from being cramped
and impeded, by neceflity. In confequence of this wife max-
im having been adopted, agriculture is in a ftate of very high
improvement, the parifh is almoft wholly inclofed, and will
be entirely fo in the cousfe of a few years. The foil, inclin-

1 ing
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ing a good deal to clay, is not favourable to the culture of tur:
nips and potatoes : both, however, are raifed in a moderate
degree, the laft to the greateft extent; as, befides what the
tenant raifes for himfelf, every cottager, is, by bargain, or
favour, allowed to plant a certain quantity for the ufe of his
family. They efteem this root both a pleafant and nutritious
food; and it is one of the principal articles, on which they
fubfift, for a confiderable part of the year. Excellent crops of
-all kinds of grain are raifed ; but the modes of croping are va-
rious, adapted to the varieties of the foil. The greateft im:
provement is that of turning the land frequently, for a few
years, into pafture. It is found to be the beft reftorative, where
adventitious manure cannot be had. Lime, of which there is
great plenty, at the diftance of 3 or 4 miles, is ftill moderately
ufed. But lime, being a ftimulus, and not a manure,
has not the fame advantageous effe®, when frequently re-
peated. ,

As agriculture is the prevailing, and almoft the only occu-
pation in the parifh, and the whole of the grounds being an-
ble, there are a great many ploughs, in proportion to the extent
of the diftri€t. The number kept by the tenants, is about
20; and, as they uniformly plow with two horfes, the quan-
tum of draught horfes, can be eafily afcertained ; but, befides
thefe, there are many young horfes bred, as the high price they
bring at market has tempted moft of the tenants to rear them;
not only to fupply their own demands, but to fell to dealers,
——There are no theep bred in the parith; but a confidera-
ble quantity are fed in the inclofed pafture grounds for flaugh-
ter.

Population.———The return made to Dr Webfter, in 1755
was 745 fouls. That number, however, has fince diminifh-
ed.—The frequent union of farms, the ploughing with two

horfes
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horfes without a driver; the imcreafed quantity-of. grafs.
grounds, the decreafe in the number of cot-houfes, .and the -
many improvements and changes, which have taken place in.
the mode of agriculture, fince that period, has Ieffened the poiz
pulation of moft country parithes 3 whilt the rapid progrefs of*
trade and manufaCtures has greatly increafed the population of
the towns. ' During the laft 24 years, the period of the;pre~
fent incumbent’s fettlement, ending in 1790, there has been:
little difference in this important article ; but the decreife on
the whole, within thefe 40 years, amounts to-55:) The po-:
pulation, as it ftood.in March 1791, was as follows: -

Under 8 years of age - - L. " 32
At and above thatage - .- a 158
. Total 190

» There are, at an average, from 5 to 6 birtl'is',nfrom: 1to2
marriages, and from 3 to 4 deaths in the parith every year.

Ecclefiaflical State of the Parifb.—Sir David Dalrymple is pa«
tron. The ftipend has too great an affinity to the parifh, and
confequently is fmall; but, the real rental being inconfiderable,
amuch greater income could not be expe&ted. The manfe
and offices are in good condition. The people, in general, are
of the eftablifhed religion. From the parifh lying in the vici-
nity of Hadington, there are houfes of worfhip for moft of
the different defcriptions of feCtaries. There aro a few Sece-
ders, but thefe being all in the clafs of fervants, and having
no uniform local refidence, their number muft occafionally
vary. There are none of the epifcopal or popifh perfuafion.

Mifcellaneous Obfervations—There is a parochial fchool, with
alegal falary. The number of the fcholars is from 30 to 0.
The Englifh language, writing, and arithmetic, are princi-

Vor. IL Uu pally
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pally taught. The fchoolmafter is qualified to teach Latin
grammar, and has occafionally a few Latin feholars. v
There ave generally three of four old perfons on the parachi-
al poor’s voll. They are fupparted by the intereft of a fmall
fum of money, and the weekly colle@ions at the church deor
on Sunday. That fund-is fufficient for the claima that are up-
on it; nor has there been occafian aa yet for any legal afief-
ment. The extent of the parith being o exceedingly fmall, it
is the lefs neceffary ta make any particular ebfervations with
regard to climate, air, difeafes, &c. In goneral, it may be
obferved, that the inhabitants of this, like thofs of qther coun-
tyy parithes, detached from great towns, the nurferies of li-
gentioufnefs and diffipation, are fober and induftrious: Asa
proef of which, it may be faid, in their favour, that during the
laft 24 years, and probably for a period ftill more remote, that
nothing has happencd to call for the mmanuonof the civil
magiftrate. . :

NUMBIR -
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NUMBER XXVIL
PARISH OF GLENCAIRN,

(couNTY OF DUMFRIES.)

By the Rev. Mr. WiLLIAM GRIERSON,

B —

. Nome, Sitwation, e,

GLENCAIRN has always been reckoned she of the moft

confiderable country pariflres, in the fouth of Scotland,
for extent, valuation,and number of inhabitants. It Liesin the
prefbytery of Penpont, and fynod of Galloway, about ten coms
puted miles from Dumfries. The length, from caft to weft,
is aboat 11 computed miles: The breadth varies. To the
weft, it lies along three fmall rivers, called Caftlefaira, Craige
darrech, and Dalwhat; which, are divided from each other,
by very high and fteep hills, moftly green, and meet at the
village of Minnichive, which is the oaly one m the- diftrict,
about two miles from the church. The teft of the parith lies
on both fides of the Cairn, the name by which the three rivers
thus united is known : and Glencairn feems to be fo called,
from the great hollow or glen, along which the river paffes,
and a huge cairn, or heap of ftones, of unknown antiquity,
where it firft has the name of Cairn given to it.

Beclefiafical Sme, Strhools, t0'c.«~The Duke of %eensberry
Uuai is
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is patron ; but has no land in the parith.———=The prefent fti-
pend is L. 88 : 17: 9% fterling, including 100 merks for com-
munion elements, all pald ivmdney. "It is the fame now that
it was about 6o or 70 years ago. With the addition of the
manfe and- glfbe, it may be worth about ico guineas per
annume.

There is an Antiburgher meeting-houfe near Minnichive ;
but that fe& feems’rather on the decline. There are likewife
a few Cameronians in the parifh: but neither of thefe, nor in-
deed both together, bear any proportion to thefe who at-
tend the Eftablithed Church.

There are two public fchools; the one for Latin, with 2
legal falary of L. 8:6 : 8 fterling ; the other for Englith, writ«
ing, and arithmetic, with a falary of L. 4, by private dona-
tion.” Thefe fchools ufed to be kept at. the church, and at
Minniehive, four years ajternately.at each, by orderof the he-
titors; byt that rotation- has.not bccn obferved for fcvtn!

years paft; .-

. Population and Villages.«—This parifh is fuppofed to have
been, -at lealt, 3s populous fermerly, as at prefenty as.there
are very many veftiges of houfes and of cultivation, where, at
prefeat, ;h;re are none ; and many farms, of late years, have
qniy a herd'upen one or more of them, where they themfelves.
do not refide. The return to ‘Dr Webfter, in 1755, was

fouls. There are now about 1400 perfons above 5 or 8
years of age, and confequently about 1500 in all.e—No ex-

a& regifter of marriages, baptifms, or burials, having been
ke.pt, it is impoflible to give any authentic information re-
fpc&mg their increafe or decreafe fince that period.

A large addition, however, has been made to the village of

M.nmehwc, within thefe 20 or 30 yeass, by Mr Ferguffon ¢ of

; Craigdarroch’s
2
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Criigdarroch’s feus. It is divided from Dunreggan by
Dalwhat-watet, over which, there is ftone bridge.+——
Dunreggan, which’ is on the property of Mr Ferguflon of
Cailloch, "is little inferior to Minnichive, in extent or num-
ber of houfes, which are annually.increafing. The far great-
er part of them has been built - within thefe 20 or 30 years.
Ia the two villages, there are 98 families.’

Poor.—Public collettions, in particular cafes of great dif-
trefs, are fomctimes made ; but the intereft of L. 120 fter-
ling, and the common weekly colleQtions on Sunday, aregll
the ftated fupplies for the ordinary. poor of the parith. For
thefe 8 or 10 years paft, L. 30 has been annually expended on
the poor, . from thefe fources, one year with another.

Rent.—The valuation of the parith is 12,0625 merks. . As
feveral of the heritors poflefs their own lands, it is difficult to
alcertain the real rent 3 but it is-believed to amount to between

1. 8000 and L. gaoo fterling.——There are about go farms in

this diftrit, feveral of them confiderable ; and frequently uni-

ted in- the poflfeffion of one. tenant. In four of the {maller’

fort, two of which are led, (i. e. the tenant does not refide
upon them,) there are 25 perfoms, old and young, 20 fcore
of fheep, 110 black catile, and 6 horfes; and the remts may
amount to L. 170 fterling. This may ferve to give fome idca
of the value of the whole.

- Amtiguities.~——There is a2 mount, commonly called a Moat,
about half a mile from the church; ‘very fteep, and of confide-
rable height, occupying about an acre of ground, and evi-
dently made by art. It is of an oblong form, with an earth-
en turret at each end, having a deep trench on the infide of

cach turret. One of thefe turrets, and the bafe of the moynt, in
' thav
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that part, ate a good deal impaired, th';-ough time, by a rivulety
There is another moat, or attificial mount, precifely of the
fame fotm, and quite entire, at the march of the patith, fouth-
weft, but within that of Balmaclellan. Concerning the onein
this parith, there are fome fabulons and fuperftitious traditions,
not worth fnenitioning. The moft common and credible ac-
count given of it is, that it was intended to be a kind of watths
tower, or a place for the exercife of archery, in times of pub-
lic danger. ’

Lobke.o~ At the fouth-eaft fide of the parith, there is a loch,
called Loch-Orr, out of whith the rivet Otr iffues. It bor-
ders with the parifhes of Glencairn, Dusifore, and Balina-
clellan, and is about 3 Englith miles round. It is ¢ fathoms
at the deepeft,and furrounds a {mall ifland, where there are the
remains of a ftone wall, which appears to have been original-
ly of great fttength, and contains within it feveral apartments
now in ruins. Its water appears extvemely blick, the ground
under and about it, being generally mofs covered with heath.
A vaft humber of water fowls bring fotth their young on the
ifland, where there are fome buthes. Eagles have been known
to breed on it. At the extremity of the loch, there is a penin-
fula cut by adeep trench. The only fifh in it are pike, (fome
of which are faid to be about g feet 10 inches long,) and a few
very large tfouts.

Mifcellaneous Obfervations and Manmers.——There are no
manufaltures carried on in this pafith, the- greater past of
the inhabitants being employed in farming, droving, handy-
crafts, and common labour. If the great road from Wigton
to Galloway were completed, and that ftom Ayr to Dumfries,
by Dalmellingron, brought into this parifh, at the head of
Craigdatroch, (which only wants about § miles), confiderable

advantage
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advantage might be expeéled co this part of the country in ge-
neral, and particularly to Minnichive. That village, and its
ncighbourheod, are much at a lofs for fuel. Peats muft be
brougbt at the diftance of at leaft 6 or feven miles ; and coals
from Sanquhar, which is not lefs than 13 computed miles.——
Trials for caals, at different times, have been made in feveral
places much nearer, with a good profpek of fuccefs 3 but, af-
ter all, they have hitherto proved fruitiefs.

The land in general isgood. The holms and meadows up-

on the fides of the rivers, are fertile. Next to thefe, on the
rifing grounds, there is 2 light, warm, kindly, arsble foil;
and, in the higheft parts, there is fino pafture for all forts of
cattle, particularly theep. The rivers ara very rapid, and often
overflow their banks, to the great damage of the land adja-
cent.
The people are, in general, heslthy; and feversl, pow a-
live, as well as others lately dead, have arrived at 80 years of
age, and upwards. Their houfes and drefs, of late, have been
much improved ; and, in the latter of thefe refpecs, people
of every clafs feem to be running into an extreme. The man-
ners of the people, in general, are very agreeable, mild, cour-
teous, and obliging ; and they are diftinguifhed for hofpitali=
ty, and natural civility to ftrangers.——The difeafes, which
prevail moft, are rheumatifms, and pains in the ftomach and
bowels ; owing, perhaps, to the low and damp fituation of
their houfes, moft of which ar¢ placed too near the rivers.—The
water is of an excellent quality ; light, cléar, and foft. The
ftreams abound with trout, as the hills do with game.

Property has, of late, been much divided, by the fale of
fome large cftates, particularly, that of Sir Robert Laurie of
Maxwelltown. There are now 27 heritors. Some years ago,
there were only 18. '

The charity and benevolence of the rich, has in general

2 " been



444 S'tatyficdl Account

been‘found ddequate to the neceflities of the poor, who are

pretty numerous, as their occupations, while in. health, can

only fupply their prefent exigencies, and do not emable them

to lay up for old-age .and difeafe. The charge of living, and

the hire of labourers, and fervants of every denomination, con-

tinually increafes. A common labourer gets L.6 of 8, and fome

L. 10, in the year, befides bed, board, and wathing ; and 8d. or,

indeed, at fome employments, 1s. per day,. befides viGtuals.

There are, however, as yet, but few who get fo mmch as L. 10

a year; and thefe are commonly fuch as have the -charge ands
direQion of others, befides warking themfelves. But if things

go on, as they have done for fome years paft, fuch high wages
will doubtlefs become more frequent. All thefe circumftane
ces bear very hard upon thofe, who have but a limited income,”
fuch as was barely fufficient for a decent fupport, in thcu rov

fpeQtive fations, 6o or 70 years ago '

-~ . NUMBRR
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NUMBER XXVIIL

PARISH OF WHITTINGHAM.

(COUNTY OF EAST LOTHIAN.)

By the Rev. MR. Joun Ewan.
e ————

. Situation, and Extent.
THE parith of Whittingham is fituated in the prefbytery
of Dunbar, and fynod of Lothian and“Tweeddale. It
extends, from north to fouth, between 10 and 11 miles, and
from eaft to weft, (where it is broadeft,) about 4. It may
be confidered under two diftin&t heads, the Lamer-moor, or

upper, and the arable, or lower diftrict. .

ZLamer-moor.—The word, Lamer-moor, imports, itisfaid, the
anoor which reaches to the fea *.——It deferves attention,
that, in the Roman province, which was fituated between the
wall of Hadrian, and that of Severus, we meet with no other
moorith hills, that extend quite to the fea. They begin at
Coldinghame, in the Merfe, and Dunglafs in Eaft Lothian ;
both which places ftand clofe upon the fea, and run weft-

Vor. II. X x ward,

% Moor fur la mer.  Others imagine, that it is the moor where
lambs were more abundant, than in any other part of Scotland.
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ward, with a broad furface, from 30 to 40 miles, and at
length terminate at Soutra-hill. They are interfeQed by va-
tious openings, lying in different diretions, with ftreams of
water colleCted from the eminencies on each fide, running
through the bottoms.

Within thefe hills there are fix fheep farms, belonging to the
parith of Whittingham * ; moft of which are extenfive. The
greateft part of the land, in that part of the country, is cover-
ed with heath, excepting fome narrow ftripes, which are
fometimes plowed, and, when the feafon is favourable, pro-
duce tolerable crops; but, as it is very late, before the crops
arrive at maturity, if the froft fets in foon, the grain is de-
ftroyed. The moft dreary, wild, and uncomfortable of thefe

farms, is Kilpallet, confifting of about 1500 acres, rented only
at L. 16.

Camp.—=In this part of Lamer-moor, on the farm of
Prieft-law, at the fouth eaft extremity of the parifh, thereisa
ftrong encampment, or fortification ; all the parts of which
are flill entire. 'The country people are geaerally of opinion,
that it was a Roman camp ; but the appearance of it renders
this opinion improbable ;—for it is well known, that the Ro-
mans marked out their camps in the figure of a fquare. This
antient work ftands on a kind of promontory, formed by the
jun&ion of the water of Whittater, on the north, and Kinf-
ly on the eaft. The elevation of the ground, on the fide of Kinf-

Iy,

* In one of thefe fheep farms, the river Whittater, or White-
water, takes its rife, near the outfide, towards the north. It runs,
with a winding courfe, through the Merfe, and falls into the
Tweed, about 4 miles above Berwick. It is noted for plenty of
excelleut trout. '
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ly, will be about 100 feet, and on that of Whitewater, about
150: on the fouth fide, the ground is nearly level, to fome dif-
tance from the fortification, and then rifes gradually up to the
fummit of Prieft-law. The camp is of an oval form, with
the breadeft end, which is inacceflible, towards the north.
On one fide are four ditches, parallel to each other, and the
diftance, between each, may be 12 yards. On the
north fide are three ditches, and the outer ditch is carried
round the whole. The circumference of this military work
will meafure about 2000 feet.—In one place, on the north,
the rock is cut in a flanting form, down to the bed of Whitta-
ter below ; and, #®is probable, that, through this paffage, the
camp was fupplied with water. There are three gates or ene
tries, one on the fouth fide, which is 40 feet wide ; anothes
on the caft, and the third on the weft, which are 20 feet wide
each. It is probable, that this fortification was conftructed by
the Scots, the Englith, or the Danes.

Sheep. — The pafture, in this part of the parifh, is only
fit for breeding fheep. The farmers, therefore, every year,
fell as many of them as they can part with, to the graziers,
in the low country, who carry them to their rich paftures, and
fatten them for thebutcher. The numberof theep, kept on thefe
farms, exceeds 300 fcores in fummer, but is much fmaller in
winter. The farmers, of this diftri@t, bring annually to the
market, about 1 700 ftone of wool. This commodity has fold,
for the three laft years, at from 6s. to 8s. 6d. fome at gs.
per ftone. The average is from 7s. to 7s. 3d. per ftone: 14
years ago, the average would be about 6s. gd. or fomewhat
lefs ; but in 1782, in did not exceed 4s. What would now
bring 6s. was not then worth more than 2s. per ftone.

The farmers, in, this part of Lamer-moor, ftll annually,
at an average, about 3o fcore of ewes, and about 6o or or 65

' Xx2 fcore
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fcore of wedders. The ewes, for the laft 3 years, have fetch-
cd from ¢s 6d. to 128 6d. a head. The whole of thefe fheep -
are not fed on the farms ; about 20 fcore of wedder hogs be-
ing annually brought from Tweeddale, at from 8s. to 10s.2
head. Scarce any black cattle are bred here ; perhaps 6 or 8,
in a feafon, which fell from L. 3 to L. g.

Smearing Sheep.—Smearing is a pratice, which univerfal-
ly prevails throughout all Lamer-moor. A compofition is
made of tar and butter, or oil; and this mixture is laid on, or
dprcad over the whole body, foon after the feparation of the
fleece, or at the commencement of winter. It is thought, that
this greatly contributes to preferve the animal from vermin;
to improve, and even increafe the quantity of wool, and to
fecure it firmly to the body, fo as to hinder any part of it from
falling off. This fact having been controverted, fome ftore-
mafters have made an experiment of the effe&s, that would
be produced by omitting this operation ; and, it is faid, the
refult was, that the animal was more infefted with vermin,
more fickly and difeafed, and, that the quantity of wool was
much lefs, than if fmearing had taken place. Whether this
is owing to the peculiar nature of the breed of fheep in thefe
hills, which are covered with fleeces, loofe, open, and fhak-
ing, and not thick, clofe, and matted, or whether {mearing is
neceflary with every fort of hill fheep, has not yet been fully
afcertained. The large Englifh breed of theep have alfo been
tried on thefe hills, but unfuccefsfully. It was found, that
they grew lean, meagre, and pined away, and were neither
calculated for the climate, nor the pafturé.

Lower Part of the Parifb.——The lower part of the parifhis
all arable, and excellently cultivated. The greater part of it
is inclofed with hedge and ditch, and a few places with ftone

dykes.
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dykes. From the foot of Lamer-moor hills, to the village of
- Whittingham, the ground gradually defcends, but unequally,
as it occafionally rifes and falls. The foil on the fouth fide of
the water of Whittingham, is much inferior to that on the
fouth. A great part of it is light and fandy, with a gravelly
bottom. Other parts of it confift of a thin poor clay; but it
fhould be added, that there are feveral fields, in this part of
the parifh, of a rich fertile foil. ——To the north, the foil is
of a much fuperior quality. Some of it is a rich deep loam;
but the greateft part confifts of deep, ftrong, reddifh clay, ca-
pable of producing finer crops, when the feafon is favourable,
than any land in the country. But it muft be obferved, that
this kind of foil is extremely precarioué, and very difficult to
manage to the beft advantage ; as either too much rain, or.too
much drought, renders it unfit for cultivation.——The land
on the caft of Whittingham, rifes in a flow and gentle manner,
about 2% Englith miles, to the top of Blaikicheugh; but the -
afcent is eafy and infenfible.——It is remarkable, that the foil
on this elevated ground, is of a rich, and even fuperior quali-
ty to any in the parts adjoining.

Traprene-Law.— About 1} mile northweft from the village,
ftands Traprene-law ; a little hill, or rock, of an oval form,
rifing by itfelf, in an open country. On the fouth fide it is in-_
acceflible, and on the other fides, round the extremity of the
fummit, there are the remains of an old dyke or wall, the
materials of which are large rough ftones, rudely piled up one
above another.——1It is probable, that it was conftrutted, by
the inhabitants of the adjoining country, in the days of barba-
rifm, and was intended as a place of fafety, when they were
invaded by the Danes or the Englifh. On fuch occafions they
went thither for fhelter, and carricd their cattle and effelts a-
long with them.——This folitary rock was antiently called

Dumpender-law
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- Dumpender-law 5 but after Mary Queen of Scotland, fo fa-
mous ig hiftory, was carried off by the Earl of Bothwell, to
Hails-caftle, which ftands to the north, on Tyne river, about
an Englith mile below, it was called Traprene law, from the
two French words trape and reine. From the fummit of this
. law, there is one of the fineft profpects in Scotland, taking in

-Eaft and Mid Lothian, the county of Fife, the ifle of May,
the Bafs, the firth of Forth, and the German ocean.
Several years ago, a fmall plantation, of different kinds of trees,
was made on its fummit, by way of experiment, and inclofed
with a ftone dyke, or wall, fix feet high. The trees fucceed-
ed very well, while they were fheltered by the wall ; but, fince
that time, they have not made the fmalleft progrefs.

Seats.—There are only two gentlemen’s feats in the parifh,
towit, Whittingham-houfeand Rufhlaw ; both of them exhibit-
ing evident marks of great antiquity. The former is motft de-
lightfully fituated. It is built on elevated ground, furround-
ed by many natural beauties, improved by the embellifhments
of art. Theadjacent banks, for the fpace of an Englifh mile,
are covered, from top to bottom, with various forts of trees,
in the moft flourifhing ftate. Between the banks, there isa
glen or valley, through which the Whittingham rolls alengits
gentle limpid ftream, in a winding courfc, fometimes ap-
proaching one fide, and fometimes,the other. Through the
adjacent grounds, feveral beautiful walks are interfperfed;
and, what rarely happens, in other places, they have always
a dry bottom, both fummer and winter, and are-fo condudt-
ed, that on fome one of them, it is generally pretty eafy,at
any feafon, to find thelter from the wind and the ftorm.

¥Village —Whittingham is the only village in the parifh, and
is but thinly inhabited. Within thefe fow years, feveral hou-
' : ' fes
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fes have been pulled down ; and, it is probable, that feveral
others will foon fhare the fame fate.—"There is a public
houfe in this village, which is the only one in the whole pa-
rith. It has had no bad effe€t on the morals of the people.
There are, indeed, very few, if any, addi€ted to the vice of
drunkennefs. The people are all virtuous, and diftinguithed
for an unremitting attention to their own bufinefs. This
may be partly owing to their being fo widely difperfed, and
being occupied principally with the wholefome and innocent
labours of the fields, and having fcldom an opportunity of af-
fociating in crouds, or corrupting one another. As their mo-
rals merit commendation, fo the generality of them are not de-
ficient in their zeal for religion. The great body of the peo-
ple have a proper fenfe of their obligations as Chriftians, and
regularly attend public worfhip. It may be fubjoined, thac
therc are few Seceders, or feQaries in the parifh.

Climate.—Both the higher and lower parts of the parifh are
remarkably healthful. Lamer-moor is reckoned one of the
beft and moft falubrious climates in Scotland. This may be
owing, partly, to the free and open circulation of the air,
and partly, to the falutary exercife, which the inhabitants arc
conftantly under the neceflity of taking, in traverfing the hills
with their flocks. Befides, the wind, confined by the open-
ings of the hills, rufhes forward with increafed velocity, and
fweeps before it every noxious and peftilential vapour.
~—The lower part of the parifh is likewife deemed extrem.
ly healthful. It is adry and open part of the country, infec-
ted with no damps or marfhy grounds: It ftands on an eleva-
tion, of about 300 or 490 feet above the level of the fea; and
the extremity of it, on the eaft, reaches within 4 or 6 miles of
the Germanocean. The vapours, which are exhaled from the
fca, and formed into clouds, generally pafs over the level

country,
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country, and are driven by the winds, till they are intercepted
by the neighbouring hills ; by which, they are broken and for-
ced to defcend in rain.  This circumftance renders the cli-
mate of Eaft Lothian, one of the drieft, moft pleafant, and
delightful in Scotland.—1It is not remembered, that this parifh
has been ever vifited with any epidemical diftemper ; and in-
ftances might be given of great longevity.

Arable Land, and Crops.—There are 56 ploughgates in the
parith ; each ploughgate containing about 5o acres of arable
land. The crops, commonly raifed, are wheat, barley, oats,
peafe and beans, turnips, and fown grafs; and the moft in-
telligent? farmers generally take white and green crops ‘al-
ternately. This method of cropping has a furprifing effed, in
cleaning, enriching, and meliorating the foil. Turnips and
grafs crops, are certainly among the greateft and moft valuable
improvements, which have been made in agriculture. Asa
proof of the flownefs, with which ufeful difcoveries are extend-
ed, it may be obferved, that it is only of late that the utility
of thefe crops was univerfally known, even in Eaft Lothian.
It is only about 20 years ago, that turnips were generally
introduced through the country. A trifling quantity of clover
and rye-grafs feeds might be fown, upwards of 5o years ago;
but it will not exceed 37 years, fince it becare the univer-
fal prallice among farmers to adopt this fpecies of huiban-
dry

Markets and Roads.——The fituation of the parith, for
difpofing of its feveral productions, is extremely convenient.
‘Wheat, barley, oats, peafe, and beans, are carried, every
Friday, to Hadington market, at the diftance of from 3 t06
miles.—The public roads, leading hither, are kept in excels

lent repair. L. 56 are annually laid out for that purpofe,
2 within
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within the parifh, every ploughgate being affeffed in 20s. fter-
ting. Thisis, no doubt, a heavy tax mpon the farmers, but
it is generally paid with the greatef chearfulnefs, from a tho-
rough conviction of the great conveniency and advantage of
good roads. Befote this imptovenient in the police of the
country, the farmers were obliged to tranfport their corn, to
Hadington, on horfcback ; efpecially during the winter feafon.
Now they gencrally fend, on a double cart, 8 or 10 times the
weight, that a fingle horfe was in ufe to carry. The gentle-
men of the parith are extremely attentive to this important
branch of polices for which, they are juftly entitled to the
Righeft approbation.

Labotvers.—The tabonrers, employed by the tenants, con-
Bt of tafkers, hynds, and heufehold-fervants ; befides which,
they hire occafionally women and the young of both fexes,
for hocing, weeding, &c. The tafkers are thofe, who.are
employed in threfhing out the cornj and they receive one
boll of every 25, or the twenty-fifth part for their labour ; and
this has been their fixed and ftated wages, as far back as
can be remembered. Through the reft of the yeat, when unem-
ployed in the barn, they are generally engaged to ferve theit
mafters as day-labourers, at a {tipulated hire. A threfhing ma-
chine was lately invented, and is now ufed by fome of the
great farmers, in this neighbourhood.—The hynds are gene-
rally married, and lodge 'with their families, in their own
boufes. They are eafy and free from care, having nothing to at-
tend to, but the bufinefs allotted to them by their mafters.
The benefit they receive for their labour, is in kind; and it
pretty remarkable, it has remained analterably the fume, as
for thefe many years paft. This is owing to its quality,
which is of fuch a mature, that it rifcs in value with every o-
aher article. . It confifts in grafs for a cow in fummer, and

Vor. 1L Yy ftraw
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firaw in winter; 8 bolls of oats, 2 of barley, 2 of pcafc, and
one boll of barley, for etter-bear, as itis called. The houfe-
hold men-fervants, who eat in their mafters houfes, &c. receive
wages.

The rife, in the price of labour, tbroughout this county,
during thefe 30 years paﬁ, will appear from the following
ftatement :

In 1760. In 1790.

A man fervant’s wagesY FromL.2 8 o §Fr.L.6 10 o

per annum, To 3 o o {To 7 o o
A maid-fervant’swages - 1 o O { o o
& perquifites, valuedat - o 10 © 3
A day-labourer’s wa-)From o o 4 (Fr. o o 10

ges, .per diem, To o o0 6 {To o 1 o
A woman’s wages, for {

field work, 3d or } c o4 ©o 6
A mafon’s per diem, 3 '
A merk Ecots, of } °or Iy { o 8

wright’s wages. /
from 10d to ’ } °etro { °cr 4

Tradefmen.~No manufaQlures are cartied on in this parifh;
and there are few tradefmen, except fuch as are neceflary for
the purpofes of agriculture. There are 3 {miths, and each of
them, without a fervant, is able to manage his own work.—
4 wrights; one of whom has an apprentice, and another two.—
4 weavers ; each of thefe work ﬁngle without an affiftant.—
-2 fhoe-makers ; one of thefe has a young man ; the other, be-
fides a journeyman, has three apprentices. It may be added,
that there are 3 millers.

State of Grazing in the Parifh.—As the grazing bufinefs
#¢ carried on, toa confiderable extent, in the lowcr part of the
Panﬂl’
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parith, it will not be improper to ftate, in a general manner,
how it is now condu€ted. Several corn-farms are juft now
cither laid, or laying down in grafs, for the purpofe of feed-
ing black cattle and theep. This circumftance, indeed, is
merely accidental; and, it is probable, that thefe farms, after
lying a few years in grafs, will be again converted into tillage.
But, at prefent, the grazing bufinefs is carried on with great
fpiric, and to a confiderable extent.

The number of black cattle, fed on grafs, during the fum-
mer feafon, is about 200, befidesfrom 40 to 50 fed on turnips in
winter.— Of ewes, lambs, and wedders, fed on grafs in fummer,
there are from 8o to 100 fcores.  Two-thirds of thefe may
be fuppofed to be ewes and lambs, and one-third wedders.

No fheep, at prefent, are fed on turnips in winter.

Here it may be obferved, that during thefe few years paft,
the grazing and feeding bufinefs, in this parifh, has remarka-
bly increafed. It is computed, that, about 14 years ago, the
number of black cattle, fed on grafs in a feafon, did not ex-
ceed 60 or 703 and of fheep, about 40 fcores, and thefe
were almoft entirely ewes and lambs.

It is fuppofed, that the number of black cattle, bred at pre-
fent in the parith, may be from 40 to so.

The raifing of turnips, between Whittingham water and
the hills, is entirely in its infancy, and capable of very great
improvement. It is expefed, that, in a few years, much
greater quantities will be raifed; and, confequently, there
will be a proportionable increafe, bath in feeding and breed-
ing ®,

Yya Heritors,

* It does not appear, that the qt;antity of grazing ground, in
the county of Ealt Lothian, is greater at prefent, that 14 or za
Years ago; yet the number of cattle, bath fed and bred in it,

partly
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Heritors, Church, &'c.—There are g heritors. Two of them,
till lately, refided in the parifh, bat have not for fome time
paft.——The ch\urch is in excellent repair. The manfe and
ofiices In the fame flate. The glebe and gurden are valu-
able. )

School ~The fchool-houfe is large, containing a proper a-
partment for the fcholars, befides accommodation for the
fchool-mafter’s family.——"The fchool-mafter’s falary is 100
merks, which, with the other ﬁcrqniﬁtcs, exclufive of his in-
come from the fchool, and a good gardep, may be valued at

L. 10 ger annum. ‘The average number of his fcholars may be.

reckoned at, from 37 to 40. Should this be thought difpro-
portionate to the population of the parifh, it may be remark-
ed, that a great many of the young people are fo fituated, thae
it is much more convenient for them, to attend other parochi-
al fchools.

LPoor.

partly owing to the grafs ground being better laid down, Lut prin-
cipally, to the turnip hufbandry, has certainly very much increal-
ed. About 14 years ago, both black cattle and theep were, from
10to 1§ per cent. cheaper, than at prefent. But this is to be un-
derftood of lean cattle; for the fat then fold generally dearer, efpe-
cially in the fpring fcafon. This difference might be owing to the
fmall quantity of turnip then raifed, and to the diRillery’s not being
carried on to their prefent extent. But if the diflillerics continue to
flourith, and if fuch quantities of turnips continuc to be raifed,

there will always be a great demand for half fed cattle; fo that

butcher meat has now little chance of being much dearer jn the
fpring, than at any other feafon. Formerly there were a great
many bad fed cattle killed at the end of autnmn, which fold very
cheap, and prevented good and well-fed cattle from fetching their
walue. About 20 years ago, butcher-meat was generally from 5@

.to 70 pereent, dearer at Whitfunday than at Martiomas,
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Loor.—No perfon, refiding within the bounds of the parifh
is permitted to beg; and indeed, there are few individuals, or
families, who ftand much in need of public charity. Thisis
fo remarkably the cafe, that it may be affirmed, there is hard-
ly any tract of country, in Scotland, fo large, fo populous,
and well cultivated, where the number of the poor is fo in-
confiderable. This peculiarity is evidently owing to the fmall
number of cottagers. The great body of the lower people
confifts of hynds and fervants, who are conne&ted with, and
fupported by the tenants.—The average number of poor on

-the roll, for the laft 10 years, is only 5. They live in their
own houfes, and the allowance granted them, confifts either
in money or oat-meal. When in money, they generally re-
ceive 108 per quarter ; but this allowance varies according to
circumftances. Befides the penfioners on the roll, interim
fupplies are occafionally given to other families, who, by fick-
nefs, or misfortunes, are reduced to meceflitous circumftan-
ces. The average of the money, annually expended on the
poor, for the laft 10 years, may be eftimated at about L. 19.
This fum is raifed by weekly colletions at the church-doors,
feat-rents, mort-cloths, marriages, gratuities, &c. When
thefe funds are deficient, an affeffment takes place. In 1782,
when the prices of all kinds of provifions were {o exorbitant-
ly high, that many of the induftrious poor were reduced to
great ftraits, the heritors agreed ta fypply this ufeful fet of
men with oat-meal, till the middle or end of harveft, (when it
was fuppofed the prices would fall), at the rate of 1s per peck.
In order to afcertain the fum neceflary for this purpofe, a lift
was made up, of fuch induftrious poor, as were thought pro-
per objells of charity, and the quantity of meal was calculat-
ed, that would be confumed by every family per week, and
confequently, that would be required by the whole, during
the time, that this aid was to be continued. The fum requi-

fitg
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fite was advanced by the heritors, and entrufted to the ma.
nagement of the kirk-feflion, who met once a month, and gave
cach family, according to the quantity of meal they wanted,
the furplus of the market rife, above 1s per peck.

Population.—The following is an accurate ftate of the poe
pulation of the parith:

" Males - - 296
Females "= - - 359

C—

Number of fouls - 655

The return to Dr Webfter, in 1755, being 714 fouls, itis
evident, that there has been a decreafe, within thefe 40 years,
of 59 fouls. This alteration has been produced by various
caufes ; fuch as, the conjunflion of farms, fome farms being
Taid in grafs, others being occcupied by tenants, who refide
in other parifhes; two horfe-ploughs being ufed inftead of founy
moft of the land being inclofed ; many cot-houfes being pul
led down, and others empty ; one corn-farm being entirely
depopulated, and laid under grafs, and the inclofures belong-
ing to it annually let by public auétion, to the higheft bid-
der.

Moft of the cot-houfes in the parith are now pulled down;
the farmers being of opinion, that the advantage arifing {rom
them, was greatly overbalanced by the expence of keeping
them up. - There is one farmer, indeed, who judged diffe-
rently from his brethren on this fubject, and has kept up all his
cot-houfes. He thought, and with good reafon, that it would
contribute much to the advantage and conveniency of the te-
nant, to have always plenty of people on the fpot, ready toaf-
fift him on any emergency.———It has been afferted, that ma-
ny of the lower people, through different parts of the country,

difcaver a predilection for the town ; but it may be affirmed,
W
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#8 a fa&, that no fuch fpirit has been difcovered here; at leaft,
among any of the inhabitants, who have refided fome yearsin
the parith.

Births. Marriages. Deaths
Average for ten years 19 5 8

The lift of births and marriages are extratted from the pa-
rith regifter, which is accurately kept.  The lift of deaths
includes only fuch as are buried in the church.yard of Whit-
tingham *.

® Abfiracl of the Births, Marviages, and Deaths, in the Parifb
of Whittingham, for 10 years, preceding Fanuary, 1790.

Years. Births. Marriages. Deaths.
‘78‘ - - 29 - - 8 - - 8
1782 - - 25 - - 1 - - 14
1783 - - 13 - - 4 - - 10
1784 - - 22 - - 1 - - 7
178% - - 23 - - 4 - - 8
1786 - - 19 - e 4 - - 8
1787 - - 16 « 7 - - 4
1788 - - 20 - - 3 - - 8
1789 <+« - 15 - . 8 - - 10
1790 .- 7 S - - 4

189 54 81
Yearly aver. nearly 19 5 8

NUMBER
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NUMBER XXIX.

PARISH OF LARGS

(toUNTY OF AYR.)

By the Rev. MR. GILBERT Lanc,

e ———

Situation, Air, &'c.

THE parith of Largs lies in that divifion of the fnre of

Ayr, called Cunningham. It is the moft northerly
parith init; bordering on the fhire of Renfrew, at a phce,
called Kellybridge. It is pleafantly fituated along the firth of
Clyde, from north to fouth; having the iflands of Bute and
Cumbraes oppofite to its there: “beyond which, are feen the lofe
ty mountains of Arran, with their heads often above the clouds.
It is a magnificent profpet; the cye pafling over the k3
from ifland to ifland, till at laft the view is thus nobly termi-
nated. To the eaft of the Largs, the land rifes into along
range of mountains, which feparates it frora the parifhes of
Innerkip, Greenock, Kilmalcolm, Lochwhinnoch, Kilbirny,
and Dalry; fo that it is a very fequeftered fpot; and henct,
perhaps, the common proverbial faying, ¢ Qut of Scotland in-
“ to Largs.” The air is pure; the water clear and bright;
fnows generally melt as they fall, {cldom lying near the fhore.
‘[here are here fcarce any fogs, while the reft of the country,

forty miles rourd, is often buried in them : So that this parifh
2 has
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has been, by fome, called the Montpelier of Scotland: It has
been frequented a good deal of late, in the fummer months;
by many perfons and families, for the fake of health or amu-
fement; and it would be ftill more, if there were better accom-
modation. From Kelly bridge, the parith ruris nine miles
fouth, along the thore, to Fairly, where it borders with the
parifh of Kilbryde. It may be very properly called, in gene-
raly a ftripe of land, between the mountains and the fea; and
in antient times, it is probable; that the fea covered the lows
€r parts.

Soil, Produce, t'c—The foil, upon thé whole, is rather
light, fhallow, and gravellith. The land does not produce as
much corn, as is neceffary for the fupport of the people.
I’ethaps it would be better, if there were ftill lefs corn, and if
grafs were more attended to; for the foil, of itfelf, runs natu-
rally into white clover and daify: and even the mountains,‘
which are all green, afford excellent paﬁure for cattle.
There is a practice alfo, which renders it impoffible to have
great or rich farms, or good cultivation, in this parifh ; it be-
ing ufual to hire almoft all the farm horfes in it, during win-
ter and {pring, among the neighbouring diftri€ts; and after
the labour among them is over, they are returned home, often
in a poor ftate, to go through the work of their own ill-judg-
ing mafters. The faving of fodder, and the making of a little
money, is the excufe made for this ftrange praétice. ——The
foil is light, the harvefts are as early, and even easlier than
any in the neighbourhood. The plough is certainly rather ne-
gleCted ; but there is plenty of butter made, and many blac;
cattle and fheep fattened.

Population.—1ri 1755, there was notie who could properly
make a return of the ftate of the population. In 1956, the
Vor. 11 Zz prefent
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prefent incumbent took a lift of examinable perfons, of of
thofe above 8 yoars of age, and found that they amounted to
830.fThenumber,an. 1790, was 805, of whom 389 were males;
and 416 females ; fo that the population has not much varied.
¥n Dr Webfter’s report, the number of foulsis 1164. Proba-
bly, when the return confifted only of examinable perfons, he
had certain data upon which he calculated the mumber of fouls,
The population of the country part of the pari(h has certainly
decreafed ; but the town of Largs, which containte about the
half of the parifh, has proportionally increafed. The number
of deaths varies confiderably in different years; accordingas
the fmall-pox, or any fpecies of dangerous fever, prevails or
not. In fuch cafes, the number of deaths is above 40; but
in ordinary years, between 20 and 30. Inoculation has been
introduced feveral times; but, not\'vithﬁanding its felf-evi
dent utility, the leaft accident tends to difcredit it. The num-
ber of births, one year with another, is about 30.

Though the Largs lies conveniently enough for fome fpecies
of trade and manufaltures, yet the want of coal, and more
efpecially, the tax upon that neceflary article, will for ever
prevent the very exiftence of them. Perhaps Turkey itfelf
cannot afford an inftance of a tax more oppreffive and more
abfurd. Among the trades people, who live in Largs, the-wea-
vers are the moft numerous, particularly the filk-weavers;
being employed by the manufacturers of Paifley, who have
been of great benefit to the place®. Fithing has been much
. lkefsattended to, than it ought to be. There are feveral corn~
merchants, who buy grain in Bute and Cumbraes; and alfo
moport it from the fouth of Scotland, and from Ircland.—

There

* The trades-people are nearly as follows : 66 weavers, 29 car-

penters, 10 fhocmakers, 7 taylors, § fmiths, § coopers, 4 ma
fons, .
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These is no fmuggling worth the mentioning, unlefs the piti-
ful and occafional heip given to the poor feamen, in their little
adventures, .can be called fuch. The inhabitants, in general,
are a quiet, fober, decent, people. Living chiefly among them-
felves, they are firangers, and fo far, perhaps, happy ftran-
gers, to the more free and licentious manners of the world a-
round them.

Curicfities, Ruins, {'c.~Entering the parifh and the fhire
at Kelly bridge, upon the fhore, along which the road plea~
fantly lies, the land, to the eaft of it, which is high, ends abt-
ruptly in, what may be called, a perpendicular wall of ftone, ex-
tending a full mile, at the foot of which is the road, and rifing
above it in fome places, to the height of 50 and 6o feet, feem-
ing to hang ovcr it, and prefenting to travellers, the likenefs
of an impregnable bulwark. It is a ftriking objet, efpecially
in frofty weather, if the fun happens to thine on it when it is
all covered over with icicles. This mound of rock ends near
the bonfe of Kilmorly, which is an old caftle, ftanding on a
height, and commanding a noble profpet of the Clyde. Fas-
ther an, are the ruins of another caftle, above the road, and
feen from it; and higher up, is a mountain rifing to a confi-
rable height, in the thape of a cone, and green to the top ; on
which there is ftill the veftige of fome work of antient times.
Perhaps it might have ferved for a watch-tower ; for it is too
narrow for any thing elfe.——Coming farther fouth, the high
grounds fall off gradually, floping down tda water at the bot-
tom. That ground is fill called Forgie-brae, originally, Fer-
gus-brae. Perhaps it got that name from Fergus, King of the
Scots, marching up that hill, when he landed from Ireland.—
The country now opens into a beautiful plain, extending near
amile from the fhore, to the foot of the mountains ; where
the village of Largs is fituated, near the fhore, and furround-

cd
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¢d with trees.— In the church is an aifle, belonging to the
family of Shelmorly, built by Sir Robert Montgomery, more
than 160 years ago ; which, both for {culpture and painting,
does no difcredit to thofe times. Under ground is a vault;
where, among others, the body of Sir Rabert lies, in a leaden
coffin; on which is the following Latin infcription:

Ipfe mibi premortuus fui, fato funera previpui, unicum idgue Ce-
Jareum exemplar, inter tot mortales, fecutus.

Sir Robert ufed to defcend into the vault at nights, for his
devotions ; thus burying himfelf, as it were, alive. The Ce
Jfareum exemplar, is the example of the Emperor, Charles the
V. who had his obfequies folemnly performed before he died.

Antiquities.——The plain above mentioned extends to the
fouth of the Largs ; on which was fought in 1263, in the reign
of Alexander the III. the famous battle of Largs, between the
Scots and the Danes or Norwegians *.  The hiftorians on both
fides differ much in their accounts of it. Without entering
into a fruitlefs controverfy on fo remote an event, it may be
obf:rved, that there has been, from generation to generation,
an uninterrupted tradition of a battle fought in that place, be-
tween thefe nations. The field is;ftill pointed out; cairns of
ftones were on it, formed, as was faid, " aver pits, into which
the bodies of the flain were thrown. An unhewn ftone of
granite, ten feet long, once ftood on end in that field, ereét-
¢d over the body of a cheftain. Itis now fallen down. A Danith
ax was found not far from it, and fent by Mr Brifbane of
Brifbane to the Antiquarian Society at Edinburgh. The Earl of
Glafgow had another. If any faith could be given to modern

name§
¢ The famous poem of Hardiknute alludes to this battle.
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names of places, they would be a proof, at this day, of that bat-
tle. One is called the Killing-craig, another the Burly gate.
Toall which it may be added, that a few years ago, fome
workmen were employed to carry off ftones, larger and better
thaped than ficld ftones, from a rifing ground, where they
were lying in a great heap, and where, it is faid, a chapel
once ftood, in a corner, near the place where the battle was
fought. After taking away a great number, they came at
length to three long, broad, flat, unhewn ftones, which were
the covers of three deep ftone coffins. Nothing, however, was
found in them, except a broken, brown, earthen urn, anda
mouldering piece of bone. The earth and fmall ftones, at
the bottom, on the ground, were calcined,

Mifeellaneous Obfervations.—Fairly road or rade, may be pro-
perly mentioned in this account. It is a bay that would con-
tain any number of thips, fheltered from every ftorm, and
having firm anchoring ground.

There is a fair, annually held at Largs, every Midfummer.
It is called St Colme or Come’s day. In former times there
waslittlecommunication between the Highlands and Lowlands;
at the fame time, they required articles, with which they could
mutually fupply each other. Hence, probably, they agreed
to meet one another, in a common place, for the general be-
nefit; and this place was the Largs. Therethey madeexchanges,
and purchafed goods, that ferved them through the whole
year. It might be called, a congrefs between the Highlands
and Lowlands ; and occafioned a vaft concourfe of people, for
fome days. The fpetacle of boats from all quarters, the
crowds of people, the found of mufic; athore, dancing and
hilarity, day and night on the green; and farther up, a new
fireet, or town, formed of the ftands of merchants, and filled
with a prefs of people, formed altogether an amufing fpecta-

' cle
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cle. Offate, thiscongrefs has decreafed much ; becaufe thers
ave many thops now through the Highlandss and ravelling
chapmen frequent almoft every part of shat country. Howe-
ver, there is Rill a refpeable concourle of ruftic besux and
belies, from caft and wedl, by lend and fea.

Kefburn Houfe,————Kelburn, a feat belonging to the

Earl of Glafgow, remarkable for the romantic fcemery of
the glen behind it, is fituated in this parif. The glen begiss
near the houfe, and about a quarter, of a mile behind it, ends
in an abrupt, rough, ftecp gxccfpice, over which a water
pours down, which then rurs through a bottorma below, 5o
broader than the water ‘itfelf. The ground immediately rifes
on each fide, and-afcends mountain-high ; at the fame time
thefe two heights are very near each other. The chafm, were
it naked, would be tremenduous ; but art has convested it is-
to a furprifing beauty. Both fides of it are planted, and cc-
vered thick with trees; which have flourithed fo well, that in
{ome parts, a fhade is formed, impervious to the rays of the
fun. The water, in its courfe, falls, near the houfe, over an-
other precipice, 5o feet down, into a vaft bafon, that feems
fcooped out of both fides of the glen. A walk goes through the
whole, which is properly conduéted to humour the ground. The
deepnefs of the fhade, the murmuring of the ftream below, the
height of the ground on each fide, the depth of the precipices,
the folemn darknefs, fo favourable to ferioufnefs and medita-
tion ; all together form 2 fcene peculiarly awful. Al which
is ftill heightened, by the appearance of a monument of white
marble, ereted by the late Countefs Dowager of Glafgow, to
the memory of her hufband : Virtue, holding a lock of her

hair in one hand; and, in the other, an urn; over whichhe

penfively, and mournfully inclines, lameating the lofs of ose

of her favourite {ons. '
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NUMBER XXX

PARISH OF ECCLESMACHAN.

3

(coUNTY OF LINLITHGOW.) ;

By the Rev.- MR. WiLLiaM PETERKIN.
——*————

Narme, Situation, (.

HE antient and modern name of this parith, in as far ag
it can be traced, is Ecclefmachan. A leamed and
refpectable antiquary, (the Earl of Buchan,) thinks:it'means
. Ecclefia Machani. 'Whether the church was dedicated to a
faint of that name, is not certain, but the conje&ure is high-
ly probable. It is fituated in the county of Linlithgow,
and fynod of Lothian and Tweeddale; 12 meafured miles weft
from Edinburgh. In length, it is about 4 miles, including
fome parts of Linlithgow, and Uphall parifhes, by which it is
interfeCted. Its breadth is not above a mile.

8oil, Climate, and Minerals.——=The whole parith is a flat
corn country, producing all the forts of grain raifed in Weft
Lothian. The air is mild, and the country healthy; not
fubje& to any epidemical diftemper.

There is a mineral fpring at no great diftance from the
manfe, called the Bullion-well, of the fame nature with Mof-
fat water; to which, peopls labouring under fcrophulous

somplaints
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complaints ufed to repair : but it has not been much freqpes
ted for fome years paft. '

There are few or no farmsin this parifh, in which coals aré
not to be found; but no coal-work is carried on in the parih.
The Earl of Hopetoun has lately opened a coal pit, abouta
mnile and a half norch from Ecclefmachan, in the parifh of
Dalmenie, which, it is hoped, will be of great ufe to the
country-fide. There is a good free-flone quarry at Waterk-
town, within a quarter of a mile of the church, which the
farmers ufe in building their houfes. Plenty of free-ftone is
found in many other parts. On the confines of the north
weft extremity of the parifh, in the hills of Bathgate, lie filver
mines ; fo called, becaufe the lead found there, was very pro-
du&ive of that valuable article, a tun of lead producing 17
ounces of filver. That fpot was formerly the property of the
Earl of Hadington’s anceftors, whofe eftate was faid to have
been much increafed by the profit of thefe mines. They are
now the property of the family of Hopetoun; who have fre-
quently made feveral trials for lead in the vicinity of, and a-
mong the old workings, but without effet.

Population.——The population of this parifh, as reported to
Dr Webfter, forthe year 1955, was 330 fouls. It now con-
tains only 215. Of thefe, 48 are under 7 years of age; and
63 are diffenters of one denomination or another ; fo that there
are 104 examinable perfons, profeffing the communion of the
Eftablithed Church. The Seceflion, at its commencement,
flew like an ignis futuus, through this part of the county.
‘Within the bounds of this prefbytery, containing 19 parithes,
there are 13 meeting houfes belonging to the Seceders. But
of late, they feem to have loft much of that zeal, by which
they were diftinguifhed.————The principal caufe of the de-
population in this, and in the neighbouring parifhes, is the

3 praétice
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praclice has become fo prevalent of pulling down cottages,
and throwing fcvcral farms into one-—The annual average of
births may be from 6 to 7; of marriages, rather under 2, and
of deaths, about 3. There are 11 farmers in the pariih, an
30 cotters. -Thefe laft have only a houfe and fmall yard, but
no land ; and are employed as fervants to the farmers, or car-
riers of butterand buttermilkto Edinburgh. Theaverage ofeach
farmer’sfamily,isg, including childrenand{ervants: of each cot-
ter’s, g. There is no manufaltory of any kind carried on in
the parifh; nor are there any mechanics, except 1 houfe-
carpeater, 2 blackfmiths, 1 taylor, and 1 mafon.——None of
the heritors refide.

Patron, Stipend, &'c.—=The Earl of Hopetoun is patron,
and proprictor of nearly one half of the parith. The ftipend
confifts of one chalder of bear, two of meal, and L.75 in
money, including L. 3:8:6, for communion elements.

Pyor.—The oldeft parith regifter extant, commences.in
December. 1662. It is fairly wrote in an antiquated hand 3 and
the bufmefs of the feffion, and the application of the poors
money, (which then amounted toabout 6d. fterling weekly,) are
accurately recorded. The average weekly colleétion now a-
mounts to 1s. and 20s. are generally colleCted at the difpen-
fation of the Lord’s Supper. There is a fund alfo, of L. 60
fterling, from former favings. There are only two old women
on the poors-roll, who get 5s. a month.

Lord.Hopetuon, to encourage indultry in this part of the pa-
rith, gives L.5 a year to five women, to purchafe materials for
fpinning. The feflion lays out the money in fl. x, which, when
Apun, is thewn to the minifter. The women fell the yarn to
a manufacturer, whofe certificate, fpecifying the quactity

Vor.IL. 3 A and
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and pﬁéc, muft beproduced to the feflion, beforé more
money is advanced.

Schowl, &'c.—The fchool-mafter’s falary is 100 merks Scots,
(L.8:6:8 fterling,) paid partly by the heritors, and partly
by the tenants. He has aHfo 2o0s. as precentor and feffion-
clerk. His perquifites and fchool fees through the year, will

. not exceed 20s. more. No perfon qualified for the inftruc-
tion of youth, can be fuppofed to fubfift on fuch a pittance,
while an ordinary plowman, ordarnman, can make at the rate
oBL. 14 or L. 1§ a year.——=——The want of proper fchools
mafters is the principal caufe of the ignorance, bigotry, and
feQarifm, which now prevail in many parts of this country.
In former times, the commons of Scotland were jufty accoun-
ted the moft enlightened people of their fation in Europe; but
they will probably foon ceafe to deferve that honourable dil
tin&tion, if the plans, which are now in agitation, for addi-
tionalencouragementto fchool mafters, are treated withnegle&.
It is only from the well informed, and well educated part of the
community, that candour, moderation, rational piety, and
decency of manners can be expecled.

Mifcellaneous Obfervations.—~No new houfe or cottage has
been built in the parith for thefe ten years paft. About 6
have fallen down, the inhabitants having emigrated to Edin-
burgh or elfewhere.——The wages of a male {ervant is about
L. 135, if he lives in his own houfe, or L.8, and his maintain-
ance, if he refides with his mafter. Maid-fervants wages are
about L. 3, and their maintainance. The circumftances of
the lower orders of the community, in this neighbourhood, if
they are induftrious, are, on the whole, eafy. But indolence
or vice, clothes a man with rags, in this as well ag in other

“countriex
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NUMBER XXXI

PARISH OF DALSERF.

(COUNTY OF LANARK.)

By the Rev. M. Joun Rusk.
ettt e ——

Etymology, Situation, and Extent.

HE name of this parith is faid to be derived from Dal,
which, in the Celtic, fignifies a plain or valley, and
the Latin word, cervus, a deer. This etymology is not un-
likely, asin antient tjmes, it was very probably a place dif-
tinguifhed for the number of deer, who reforted to it for fhelter.
=1t is fituated in the middle wayrd of the county of Lanark,
in the prefbytery of Hamilton, and fynod of Glafgow and
Ayr. The weftern part,of it is about 14 miles from the city
of Glafgow, and 3 from the town of Hamilton; It is about §

miles long, and 3 broad, at an average.

Surface and Soil, = Between the edge of the river Clyde,
and the riling ground, or bagks on each fide of that river,
there are gencrally valleys, or holms, (as they are here cal-
led,) of different breadths. The foil of thefe, for a great
depth, appears to be formed of the mud and fand, depofited,
in the cousfe of ages, by the overflowings of the river, and is
moftly of a very fertile quality. From thefe narrow plains,

342 the
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the-banks rife, with a very bold and quick afcent, to a confi.
derable height, and are in many places fteep and fullof precipi-
ces. From their fummits, the land rifes very moderately, and a-
gain falls a little, upon the weft of the parith. The higheft
part of the land is computed to be about 400 feet apove the
level of the fea. The foil of the upper grounds, in general, is
a very {lrong heayy clay, lying upon a ftratum of a denfe argi-
laceous fubftance, generally of a great depth ; which, under all
its different appearances, is called #i// in this country, there
being only a few exceptions, of fmall fpots of a more light and
open quality. Theclay foil, in its natural ftate, appears very
fterile, bearing only ftraggling bufhes of furze, with fome-
times broom, and a fmall quantity of coarfe herbage : But,
by a courfe of cultivation, and repeated manuring with lime
and dung, it is brought to yield good crops of corn and grafs.
Some of the fteep hanks, already mentioned, along the fide
of the Clyde, are uncovered, and but flightly cultivated;
fome of them are clothed with beautiful coppice woods; as ax
alfo many of the other fteep declivities, upon the fides of the
other rivers, brooks, and torrente. On the upper parts of the
parith, are large artificial plantations and firipes of trees; on
the lower, confiderable orchards are planted : The reft of the
parifh is all arable, except a fmail extent of mofs.

Rivers.——The Clyde, which forms the boundary of the
parith, on onec fide; the Avon, which runs along the weft
fide of it for two miles, and the {mall river, Caluer, are the
principal ftreams, The bold rocky banks of the Avon, cover-
ed with wood, are beautifully romantic. In the Clyde and
Avon, falmon, trout, pike, eels, &c. are found, and in the
Calner, fome trout. The rains fometimes occafion great
floods in the rivers. The Clyde, at particular times, nifes fo
high as to overflow, and do great injury to the lands in the

' adjacent
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adjacent valleys. 'The moft remarkable inftance of this kind,
was on the 12th of March, 1782, when the water rofe here 3
feet higher than was ever remembered, (being 17 feet perpen-
dicular, above the ordinary furface of low water,) and fwept
away feveral mills and mill-dams, leaving fearcely a veftige
behind.—There is a ferry-boat upon the Clyde, near the pa- .
¥ith church, and one upon the Avon, at a place called Mil-
heugh, but there are no bridges over any of the rivers in this
parifh, :

Buildings. — Dalferf houfe, the refidence of Captain Jameg
Hamilton of Broomhill, is a neat modern building, ftanding up-
on an eminence, near the village of. Dalferf, and commands a
charming profpeét, both up and down the Clyde. Broombhill
houfe, which alfo belongs to the fame gentleman, and which
was the feat of the antient family of the Hamiltons of Broom-
hill, (the elder branch of which were created Lords Belhaven),
ftands upon the top of the banks of the river Avon, in a fine
airy fituation, having a moft agreeable view of the country a-
yound, and of the river Avon, with its pleafant banks. My
Hamilton, induced by the remarkable beauty of the fituation,
18 now building another houfe, upon an eminence above the
village of Dalferf; whith cammands one of the moft extenfive
and delightful profpects, that can well be imagined,

Villages.——The village of Dalferf ftandsin a low fnug fi-
tuation, under the banks of the Clyde, having a large fertile
valey, called Dalferf Holm, to the eaftward; round which,
the river makes-a circular {weep. In the village ftands a hand-
fome parith church, with a clock and fpire; and, at fome dif-
tance, upon the rifing ground, is the parfonage hqufe, or mi-
nifter’s manfe, which commands a delightful profpect.
This place is famed for the abundance of exceilent fruit, pay-

ticularly
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ticularly plumbs, produced in the gardess and orchards s-

round it. It was formerly the principal village in the parifh,
but is now fallen much into decay ; becaufe the prefent pro-
prietor does not confider it an advantage, to have a village near
the feat of the family; and therefore does not encourage the
increafe of it, by granting cither leafes or feus, the houfes be.
ing only let from year to year, that a troublefome neighbour
may eafily be removed.

There are other two villages, viz. Millhcugh and Larkhall,
both at the weftern extremity of the parith, and not far diftant

ym cach other; Millheugh being Gtuated in a narrow valley
by the fide of the river Avon, and Larkhall, upon the great
road leading from Glafgow to Carlifle. The laft is now be-
come the larget village in the diftri@, though formerly the
moft inconfiderable. The greateft part of it has been built
within thefe 1§ years, upon leafes of g9g years, and laid out
upon a regular plan. It confifts of about 100 houfes, inhabi-
ted principally by weavers. There are about 6 alchoules init,
(a circumftance not very favourable to the morals, or the induf-
try of the inhabitants), where fquabbles, riots, and atts of i
continence, are frequently peported to occur. The principal
caufes, which have promoted the increafe of this village, are,
1ft, Its nearnefs to coal; 2dly, Its being fituated on a public
road; and 3dly, The encouragement given to perfons to fettle
in it, from the long leafes alrcady mentioncd, by which they
obtain a permanent refidence. '

Climate, (&'c.—~The air here is efteemed tolerably dry and
falubrious. The inhabitants are not remarkably fubje& to any
difeafe, but are in genera] very healthy, efpecially thofe who
live temperately, and are etployed in the open air. Manyof
'them have arrived at a confiderable age, and there arc fomea-
bove 8o now living,——ep——— The moft general courfe of the

wind,
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wind, is from the fouth-weft and weft : When it blows from -
the fouth, it is often accompanied with heavy thowers. In
the fpring, cold tharp winds frequently blow from the eaft and
north ; and then there. is geacrally a ftrong drought; but
when rain fets in with an eaft wind, it is heavy, and of long
continmance. The drict weather is moftly in the months of
May and June, which is very injurious to the crops onthe
Yigid clay, after it has been foaked and battered by the win-
ter’s rains. When the fummer’s rains are late in falling, which
frequently happens, the clay grounds, prepared by the fun asd
drought to recsive them, then puthes up the languifhing crope
with great luxuriance, and this occafions 2 late harveft.—
When the fpring isdry and favourable, oats, peafe, and beans,
are fown in March; but the clay fcil and clofs bottom being
very retentive of moiftare, and the fprings often thowery. A-
pril is fometimes far advanced, before the land is fit for the re~
ception of thefe feeds. -Barley is generally fown about the
middle of May.

Cattle.—The horfes, kept for cultivating the land, are uvpe
wards of 130 in number; befides young ones annually ceared;
which may be about 25. There are alfo 10 horfes kept by
carters, who are employed in carrying coals, and other com
modities, to and from different places. The numbes of milch
cows kept, is about 300, and the young ones annually reared,
probably above Go at an average. Some black cagtle are al-
ways fed for flaughter on the beft inclofed paftures; but the a-
verage number cannot be well afcertained.——There are now
but few fheep kept in the parifh, owing to the intyodution of
inclofing with hedge and ditch, which obliged the farmers to
difmifs the titde flocks, of which every one was formerly pof-
{efied,,

Cultrvation.
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Cultivation ond Produce.——The modes of cultivation and
rotation of crops praflifed in this parifh are various. ,The
chief of them are the following : The land is fallowed in fum-
mer, with repeated turnings; it is then manured with lime
and dung, or a compoft made up of thefe ingredients and a
quantity of earth; and fown with wheat in the end of Au-
guft, or as early aspoflible in the following month. The
wheat crop is followed by peafe, or a mixture of peafe and»
beans : thefe again by oats, and again oats, or perhaps bar-
ley and grafs feed, with two or three plowings, follow the
oats, and after that a crop or two of hay, and then pafture.
Or, the manure is laid upon the pafture in Autumny and the
land plowed, and fown with peafe and beans in the fpring ; af-
ter which two crops of oats, followed hy grafs, fown with the
laft. Thofe, who adhere mott to the culture of barley, fow
it after a crop of peafe and beans, with fpring-fallowing and
dung, upon the croft-land, that is, the land lying neareft the
farm houfe, which has been enriched by 2ll the manure, made
there, being continually laid upon it: But the old ditin&ion
between croft and outfield is faft wearing out, and all the
parts of the farm are now moftly treated in the fame manner;
fo that there is now lefs barley fown than formerly. Befides, in
‘this parifh, which was once famous for producing excellent
barley, the culture of this grain has, of late years, been much
lefs fuccefsful; the returns neither being fo abundant, nor the
-quality fo good, which has tended greatly to difcourage it.—
This has been, by fome, attributed to the wet, backward
fprings, prevalent fora good many years paft, which have pre-
wented the proper preparation of the ftubborn clay foil, for the
reception of the feed ; and the cold fummers, which have in-
jured the growth of this teader plant.. Others afcribe it to the
culture of wheat becoming more prevalent, which takesaway

a great part of the manure, formerly beftowed on the barley 3
3 and
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ind others again, to the pralice of hay crops of artificial graf-
fes, which, they affert, unfits the land for producing grain
crops, till it has been recovered by long reft and pafturing.
But, whatever is the caufe, the culture of barley, on account
of its bad fuccefs, isin a great meafure abandoned.

Beans and peafe have been found to thrive well, in this pa-
rith, upon land in good order; but of late, they have not been
muach more fuccefsfal than barley. Difcouraged by bad fprings,
or violent droughts in the beginning of fummer, they grow too -
vigoroufly, when the latter rains come on, and run more to
ftraw than to feed. The prefent crop, (1791,) appears to be
better than any for thefe feveral yearspaft. In favourable feafons,
peafe, whichfare fown alone on the poorer ground, yield from 3
to 6 bolls per acre ; and, beans, or beans with a mixture of
peafe, fown on better land, from g to 10 bolls, each boll con-
taining fomewhat more than 4 Winchefter bufhels.

‘Wheat and oats are the chief crops. 'Wheat fucceeds well
in the ftrong foil, and yields grain of a good quality. The
produce of an acre is commonly from 25 to 5o Winchefter
bufhels. The greateft danger, to which it is fubjefted, is
from fevere frofts in the beginning of the fpring, whiletheclayis
foft, and drenched with rain-water, which fwells the ground,
and throws out the roots of the wheat. This was lately the
cafe for three years fucceffively, towit, 1783, 1784, and 1785,
when the wheat crops were much injured, and produced very
poor returns,  Oats are hardy, and fucceed with lefs manure
and culture. The moft favourable circumftance, for this
crop, is, when the particles of clay have been well feparated,
by the winter’s froft, and the feedtime dry. This enables

the foil to refift the fummer’s drought. The produce of an
acre of oats, is from 25 to 6o buthels; of an acre of hay,
from 1 to 2 tons. '

The clay foil is not very favourable for the culture of pota-
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toes; but in the vallies, where this root fucceeds exceeding
well, and is of ar excellent quality, it has been carried to
confiderable extent, and with great fuccefs. The produce of
an acre has been found to weigh, from 12 to 13 tons, and ge-
nerally fells, upon the ground, at from L. 10 to L. 14 fterling,
Indeedevery wherethehufbandmen cultivate them lefs ormore;
and where circumftances admit, raife them, not only for the
ufe of their families, but for feeding cattle, particularly milch-
cows : The inhabitants of the villages alfo, rent fpots of land in
their neighbourhood, by the year, for raifing this root.

The management of the dairy, in making butter and cheefe,
and fattening calves, has been diligently ftudied, and much
improved, in this parifh, particularly of late years. The annual
profits, on a milch-cow, are from L.3 to L. 4.

Having no map, or general meafurement of the parith, it
is impoflible to give an accurate account.of the quantity of
land, annually applied to any particular purpofe, or of the a-
verage quantity of every particular article of produce; but
it is certain, that the quantity of provifions raifed, is confide-
rably more, than what is neceffary to maintain the inhabi~
tants.

There is a little flax raifed for domeftic ufe ; but the far-
mers think it not a fure crop on ftiff clay.

The cultivation of apples, pears, plumbs, &c. has, perhaps,
been carriedtono asgreat extent, and withasmuch fuccefs here,
as in any partin Scotland. All around the village of Dalferf,
extenfive orchards arc planted, and every hedge and fence is-
filled with plumb trees; even the tenants along the fides of
the Clyde, have all large orchards near their houfes. The
fruit generally come to great perfetion, and are exceedingly
well flavoured. 'The whole are, fome years, worth about -
L 400 fterling, aud are moftly fold at Glafgow and Paifley;

']
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to which markets a great deal of fmaller fruit, fuch as goofc-
berries and currants are alfo fent.

The natural coppice- woods confift chiefly of oaks, ath, elm,
birch and elder, and are cut down once in 30 years. The
trees that are fuffered to ftand, near the river Clyde, particu-
larly planes, oak, and afh, grow to a great fize. - On the up-
per parts of .the parith, are large plantations of Scots fir,
which thrive very well ; but the larix fucceeds ftill better.

Within thefe 30 years, the land has all been inclofed with
hedge and ditch ; but few of the fences can be faid to be fufe
ficient, and many of them never will. The face of the pa-
rith, however, is greatly changed to the better. Fields, which
were covered with furze, broom, &c. are now cleared of
thefe incumbrances, and rendered fit, cither for tillage or paf-
ture. The large belts, and clumps of planting, have added,
not only to the beauty, but alfo to the fertility of the country.
The farm houfes, formerly mean, are now built in a neat and
commodious manner, and make a decent appearance. From
the improvement made upon the land, by the induftry of the
tenants, as well as from the increafed price of the produce, the”
value of ground is fo much augmented, that fome farms,
which, about 30 years ago, rented at L. 12 or L. 15. a year,
are now let at L. 70 or L. 80, and the tenants are new in a bet-
ter condition than before.

Rent.—The valued rent of the parith is L. 3320 Scots.——
Farms are rented, for the courfe of a 1y years leafe, at from
§s to jos. fterling, per acre. But {mall parcels of rich, or
highly improved land, fometimes let for a few years, at L. 3
or L. 4 per acre.

Population.—~The number of inhabitants in’this parifh has
of late years, been confiderably increafed, owing chiefly to the

3B 2 increafe
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increafe of the village of Larkhall. In 17§55, they amounted
to 765 fouls, and now to about 1100. Of.thefe thare are 100
weavers, 16 mafons, 16 joiners and carpenters, 8 thoemakers,
9 taylors, 4 blackimiths, 4 fhopkeepers, 4 milless, 1 furgeon,
1 dyer, 1 fpinner on a cotten jeany, 9 inn keepers, and 35
coalminers.—— From the regifter of births and mort-cloths,
which, for many reafons, muft be inaccurate and incomplete,
it appears, that the births, at an ayerage, ave about 30 and
the burials 20, cvery year.

Ecclefiafiical State— The Duke-of Hamilton is patron. The
ftipend is from L. 80 to L. 9o fterling yearly, befides the mane
snd glebe. No augmentatien has been obtained, fince the
commencement of the prefent century,excepta {malladditionto
the glebe.—~—The generality of the inhabitants are of thee-
ftablifhed church, and there is no other place of worthip in the
parith. There are, however, a few fectaries of different dor
nominations.

Poor.—As vagrant begging has been always reganded 25 ver
1y pernicious to fociety, it has been the with of this parith w
difcourage it as much as poffible, and henoe ic has heen led o
maintain its poor, by an aflefiment or ftent laid upon the i
habitants, according to their ability. This affiefiment, for fe-
veral years paft, has amounted to L. 44 : 4. yearly. There are
at prefent 12 people, who reccive regnlar monthly fupplies, be-
fides fome others, who receive occafiona affiftance, according

to incidental neceflity, and others agam who get their houle-
rents paid.

It were rather to’ be wifhed, that the poes could be
maintained by voluntary contributions, than by afleffment.
The latter method has a tendency to increafe their nuo-
ber and to encourage diffpation and idlenefs. It extine

guifhes
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guithes charity in thofe who give, as they give from compul-
Bon, and preveats gratitude in thofe who receive, fince they
receive it a8 aright. The poars.rates are now feverely felt ia
England, and every method ought to be taken to prevent their
becoming fo burdenfome in Scotdand, which is fo muah lefs
sble to afford it.

School—No houfe has hitherto been built in this parith, for
a {chool-houfe ; but the eftablifhed fchool-mafter has a falary
of 200 merks Bcots, beides the ‘perquifites he enjoys, as pre-
eentor, feflion.clerk, and eolletor of poors-rates. ‘He isquie
lified to teach Enghlh Latin, writing, arithmetic and book«
keeping. The fcholars are from 4o to 60 in numbers the
fchoot wages are, for Englifh, 13 6d: per quarter §: for' wrif
mg, arithmetic, and Latiu, 25 6d. per quarter.

Parifh fchools, with teachers properly qualified, are uf
great importance, and ought to be encouraged, by giving fuf-
ficient appointments. In thofe parithes, where, from the
{mallnefs of the encouragement, only ignorant, low-minded
{chool- mafters, unfitto teach any thing buta poorfmattering, can
be had, the children of the peafantry are doomed to perpetual
ignorance and obfcurity. But in places, where there are
teachers, liberally educated, and capable of inftruting youth
in the important parts of education, perfons of the loweft birth
have rifen to eminence and rank.

Minerals.—Coal is found -hert in great abundance, there
being no lefs than 4 coal works in the parith, two on the
weft, from which a great part of the town of Hamilton is fup-
plied ; one in the center of the parith, and one upon the
fouth. Coal fells at the pit, at from 2s. to 2s 6d per ton.—
Lime has only been found in one place, viz. in the lands of
Broamhill;' none of which is fold, as the proprietor retains it

all
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all for his own eftate : The reft of the parith is, therefore,
ferved with that commodity, from the neighbouring parith of
Lefmahagow, where it abounds. Large beds of freeftone are
found every where in this parith ; of this there are feveral va-
ricties, all generally of a fine grain, and fair colour. lon
ftone is alfo plentiful, and the waters of feveral fprings are fo
ftrongly tin&tured with it, as to depofit confiderable quantma
of ore in their courfe. :

Antiquities.~In a beautiful valley upon the Clyde, a little
wbove Dalferf village, formerly ftood a Romifh chapel, dedi-
cated to St Patrick, from whence the valley tikes the name of
Dalpatrick. The veftiges of this chapel are ftill to be.feen.—
Another ftood in the interior part of the parith, about a mile
diftant, upon the fide of a rivalet ;. which hence gets the name
of Clupclbnn.
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NUMBER XXXIL
PARISH OF DUNOON.

(cOUNTY OF ARGYLE.)

By a FRIEND 10 Statiftical Inquiries.

Name, Situation, Extewt, &%.

THE origin of the name, Dunoon, cannot well be afcer-
tained. Buchanan, in the only mention he makes of
it, in his hiftory of Scotland, calls it Novio-dunum, deriving it
from dun, a caftle, and nuadh, new. Others aflert, that the
caftle of Dunoon was formerly a nunnery, and that it comes
from the Gaelic word, Dun-no-oigh, which fignifies the houfe
of the virgins. To Dunoon, the parith of Kilmun is ane
nexed, which is evidently: derived from the church or cell,
dedicated to St Mun. His burial place is called Sith-Mbun,
that is, Mun’s burial place, or place of veft; and the very
bay on which it is fituated, feems to have beem confecrated,

being known by the name of Lochyfpeant, or the holy loch. -
Thefe two parifhes, at prefent united, lic in the prefby-
tery of Dunoon, in the fynod and fhire of Argyle, on the weft
fide of the firth of Clyde, and in that diftrié of the fhire of
Arxgyle, called Cowal. The extent of thefe parithes may be
‘reckoned about 16 computed, or 24 meafured miles in length,
-and, at an average, 2 in breadth. The general appearance &4
the
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the country is agreeable. It enjoys an extenfive profpe&t of
the firth of Clyde; at the opening of which, ftands the rock
of Ailfa, about 30 miles from Dunoon, by which, on that
fide, the view is terminated. The foreign and coafting trade-
of the Clyde, are perpetually paffing, and along the coaft,
the hills are fkirted with woods of conﬁderab!c value. The
ploughed part of the ground in the parifh, i, in general, light
and fandy, and was orice, it is Belteved, covered with the fes;

sn particular, the banks, about Toward, exhibit rocks that
~ were evidently dafhed by the waves®.

Caflle, and Village of Dunoon.——The caftle of Dunoon
wasonce a royal caftle, of which, the family of Argyle were
conftables. They, at one period, lived there, and many of
their vaffals had houfes built in the village of Dunoon, for
their refidence, when they attended the court of their chef-
tain. Thefe circumftances, with the ferry towards Greenock,
and the parifh church, gave rife to the village. Near the caf-
tle, is tam-a-mboid, or the hill of the court of juftice, and
cufpars, or the butts, for fhooting with the bow and the ar-
row. The butts are now down, but the field where they
were placed, though plowed, ftill bears that name. The vi-
- lage of Dunoon was alfo the place where the bifhops of Ar
. gylerefided, in the laft period of Epifcopacy in Scothnd, in-

flead of the ifland of Lifmore. It contains fomcwhat more

than 30 families; but is reduced in regard to the number of its

inhabitaats, from what it was fome years ago. For half a

. century,

# Tt is probable, that the mount on which the caftle of Dunooa
& frtuated, was once furrounded by the fea; and the minifter's
glebe has a bank of fandy clay in it, which fcems to have beea for-
$ood by the fes, .
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tentury, it has been the refort of a few trades people, and of
~ fuch farmers in the neighboythood as have failed, with poor

widows, who fiod here, mere readily than clfewhere, a houfe,
with a litdle ground for grain, fuited to their circumftances.
This, the tenanss in the peighbourhoad plough, and the plowa
od ridge, orropd, is let at the rate of 7 merks, or 39s an acre,
with 4 mesks for a cow’s grafs. This is the only grazing for
milch-cows, let by itfelf, it js belicved, in the parith, and
has ftood at the fame rent for thele 5o years. Such cattle as
are grazed for fattening or keeping, pay, as in other places,
from 5s. to Gs. for the young, and from 203 to 21s. for older
cattle, during she fummer half year.

Theye is no creek, or fhelter of any confequence, or fafety,.
even for boats, at or near this village, which has probably cone.
tribyted to jts want of improvement. An attempt was made,
once and aggin, to build a pier upon its fhore 5 but from its o-
pennefs to the fouth, and the feverity of the ftorms of winter,
the laft attempt, aboyt 15 years ago, was rendered abortive,
——There was 3lfo an artempt to eftablith an Ofnaburgh ma-
nufalutre; but, after having been pufhed for feveral years, it
alfo failed. ——The people then took to the diftilling of whifky,
which, after being caryied on to fome extent, was at once {up-
prefled, by the harfh regulations of the Excife. It wasa mi-
ferable trade ; but, at the fame time, the poor pcoplc feem
to have been too harfhly dealt with, fince they were at once
deprived of the only means of their cuftomary fupport, and of
their whoje ftock and income, without any compenfatjon, or
putting any other means of gaining a livelihood in thejr power.

In foymer times, the ferry at Dunoon was the principal
inlet from the low country to Argylefhire. This madz it more
aplace of refort. But a great road being carried by Lochlo-
mond, round the head pf Lochlong, and through Glencroe to
- Inverary, this has contributed to diminifh the population of

Vor. 1L 3C Dunoon.
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* Dunoon. But were more acres and roods of land let out, more
inhabitants would probably gather to it,and it might become the
feat of fome ufeful manufalture. The people, that are year-
ly removing to Greenock, would here find, at the rent they
pay, for a fmall and confined lodging in that town, the grazing
of a cow, with 2 little ground for fowing grain, and room for
planting a fewpotatoes, witha garden toafford them vegetables,
ahut to livein, and nearly as good accefs to fithing as any where.

Fifbing —Within the Firth of Clyde, particularly upon the
thore of Dunoon, fith, more efpecially what are callsd, ground
fith, do not feem to be in abundance, excepting when herrings
frequent the lochs. Other fifh feem then in greater plenty toat-
tend them ; though even then, they do not feem fo abundant
as, in general, to encourage the north country fithers, who have
frequented our {liores for fome years paft, to lay their long lines
within the firth. But in the more open fea, at the mouth of
Lochfine, about 20 or 30 miles hence, or upon the coaft of
Bute and Arran, about the fame diftance, fifh of the beft kinds
are to be got. The villagers of Dunoon, alfo, find a coarfe fifh,
called Seath, which may be caught with rods and fhort lines, “
all the fummer over, when the weather is good, at rocksa- |
bout a cannon-thot, at fea, off the caftle of Dunoon. But our
people are far from being fo fkillful and induftrious, as the
north country fithers, who have come annually for fome time
paft, and in greater numbers from year to year; but have as
yet got no fixed refidence on this coaft. They were, at firft,
brought to fith falmon in the bays,and that ftill feems to be their
principal obje&t; but, when the feafon for fithing falmon,
which continues only for about 3 months in fummer, is over,
if herrings have not become an obje& to them, they betake
themfelves to the fithing of ground-fith, and carry them from
the diftance of,- from 30, 40, or perhaps o miles, to Glaf-

4]
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§0oW, and feem to find it for their advantage. But our people,
though the Northlanders are faid to be enriching themfelves
by the praltice, do not feem inclined to follow their example,
in fithing at all times, or for all forts of fifh, though they are
accuftomed to, and fond of the fithing of herrings. This is fo.
much the cafe, that many of them, bred to trades, as weav-
ing, fhoemaking, &c. leave off thefe fedentary employments,
and beftow a confiderable part of the year, in feeking for
herrings, upon our own fhores, orfhiring them{tlves to the bufs-
fithing to the northward. This, with the foreign or coafting
trade from Clyde, takes many of our young men out of the
country, and makes our tradefmen quit their looms, &c. for
the more chearful, and probably more profitable employments
of the fea.

Price of Labour.~The benefit, or the pleafure, that is found
by the common people, in following the fea linc, makes fere
vants wages to be rather high; and, indeed, it is very diffie
cult, to find labourers and fervants, for any hire that can be of-
fered. Full grown young men get L. 6 a year, or more, and
with the fhepherds, perhaps to the value of L. 7 or L. 8.—
Of male-fervants, young and old, there may be about 30, that
get from perhaps L. 3 to L.6, or L. 7; and from 60 to 68
yb\mg women fervants, who get from 15s to L. 3.

Poor.e—=The poor of the parifh, (i. e, fuch as get any af-
fiftance from the poors box) amount to 40 or upwards, chief-
ly old and infirm widows, and fome of them bed-rid.—A
fhare of the collections at the church-doors, being the only
public charity they receive, is not fufficientt in general, to pay
the rent of the hut wherein they live, and to purchafe a pair
of thoes for the winter. They are fupported moftly by the
private donations of the more opulent in the parifh, who would

' ,3C2 have
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Have found the maintainance of their own poor an eafy bur-
den, had the gentlemen of the county at large, exerted them-
felves to fupprefs beggars, at leaft, without the bounds of their
refpetiveparifhes,which might have beeneafily effe@ed. The fy-
nod of Argyle attempted it within thefe 15 or 20 years, and
prevailed upon the Juftices, at their public meetings; to make
regulations concerning it; and many individwals in the county
were altive in carrying thefe regulations into executian ; in-
fomuch, that a ftranger beggar, for 2 or § years, was ot to
be feen. Bat the country was not yet ripe for carrying fuch
a plan into effe&t. Perhaps there were too many tenants in the
country, within a ftep of beggary, to make it defirable to be too
gigorous, Whether this was the caufe or not, all regulations to
" check indifcriminate begging, have, for fome ycars‘; been e-
tirely laid afide. '

Charater of the People—The people of the parifh are juftly
accounted fober, inoffenfive, and difcreet; refpeftful to their
fuperiors, charitable to one another, and the young remarka-
bly attentlve to their parents, who often ftand in need of their
affiftance, when they grow old.——— The general relaxationof
manners, that has, perhaps, been increafing here, as well as elfe-
where, for thefe 30 years paft, with the near neighbourhood
of a much frequented feaport town, may lead the young peo-
ple to aflemble oftener together, and lengthen out their meet-
ings to a later hour, than they were accuftomed to do, 40 or 50
years ago. But thefe indulgences do not feem to be attended
with any very bad confequences. The people on the whol,
are not remarkable for any thing vicious. Many of them are
lively, fhrewd, and fit for carrying on the common bufinefs of
the country, and gradually emancipating themfclves from alt
the bad effels attendant on the feudzl adminiftration. -

V , Latigunge,
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- Langnage—The language of the parith is changing much;
from the coming in of low-country tenants, from the conftant
intercourfe our people have with their neighbours, but above
all, from our fchools, particularly, thofe eftablifhed by the So-
ciety for propagating Chtiftian Knowledge. Hence the Eng-
lith or Scottith language is univerfally fpoke by almott all ages,
- and fexes. But the Gaelic is ftill the natural tongue with
them, their firefide language, and the language of their devo-
tions. They now begin, however, to attend public workhip irt
Enghith as well as Erfe, which 30 years ago they did not do.

8chools.—There are at leaft 8 fchools in the parifh, for teach-
ing to read and write ; fome of them are held only in winter.
but four of them all the yearround. The winter fchools are
taught by children from 12 to 1§ years of age, who go from
houfe to houfe, for about 20s. and their maintainance, to teach
younger children than themfelves; and it is furprifing with
what fuccefs they go through that bufinefs.

Ecclefiaflical State=——The ftipend is about L.83, with a
manfe, a glebe of about 10 acres, and a garden. The church
of Dunoon is in a ftate of but indifferent repair. Kilmun kirk,
where is the burial place of the family of Argyle, is keptin
much better order. The Dukeé of Argyleis patron.

Fucl.—Peats ire the fuel generally ufed by the common
people, and formerly alfo by the gentry, when they had more
tenants, and when they were lef$ ufefully employed, for them-
felves and their landlords. Now, coals brought from Glaf-
are generally burnt by the gentry, and fometimes alfo by the
common people, particularly thofe who lie upon the fhore,
who find the getting of peats more expenfive than it ufed
to be, and upcertain, from the weather, which, for fome

years
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years paft, has been unfavourable to getting peats properly
brought home and dried, particularly laft fummer and barveft,
when the rain was almoft perpetual.

Climate—Though in this part of country, we have had, for
a good many years, a great deal of rainy weather, (in which
however, we do not feem to be fingular,) yet the parifh, on the
whole, cannot be called unhealthy. We have commonly no
ficknefs, or fatal diftemper, except from old age, and the com-
plaints peculiar to children ; and even thefe laft, are not, in
general, fatal. Epidemical diftempers are lefs felt here, than
in moft other places. The fea fortunately intervenes with the
more frequented parts of the country, and thefe complaints,
commonly coming round the heads of our lochs, are much
{pent, and their violence often gone, before they can reach

us.

. Drefs, &c.~—Our neighbourhood to Greenock leads our
young people to be expenfive in their attire, and to imitate
fuch as affet the manners and drefs of thofe who rank
higher than themfelves. The young woman, who go years >
go, thought of endeavouring to make 100 or 200 merks for
her portion, now finks all the money fhe makes, in drefs and
ormament. The fcarlet cloak, that only covered the fhoulders
of our ladies 5o years ago, now falls down to the heels of the
fervant maids; and manyof them purchafe a filk gownto bemar-
ried in. The young men alfo, though more attentive to the
gathering of a fmall ftock before marriage, than the maids are,
generally have an Englifh cloth coat for Sunday, and a watch
in their pocket. The native Highlanders, it is remarked, in
general, feem fonder of drefs and fhow, than the Southland
thepherds that have come amongft us. Thefe laft alfo are faid

to be more thrifty in houfe-keeping, and confequently can
2 fave
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fave more of the produce of their farms, than the Highlanders,
are yet accuftomed  to.——It is likely that-the Lowlanders
example will be followed in that, as it is already in managing
their fheep-ftocks, and in.acquiring more independance on
their landlords, than was formerly ufual.’ The tenants all now
get tacks, maintain better the bargains they make with the
proprietor, and know better the way to courts, independant
of him.

Sheep-Farming.~Thefe Southland fhepherds have, within
thefe 40 or 5o years, altered almoft entirely the ftock of the
mountains, from black cattle and horfes, to fheep, by which
they have raifed the rents, over all this country, confidera~
bly, as well as enriched themfelves. There is one of them from
Teviotdale, now an heritor in this parith, and in the neigh-
bourhood, to the amount of, perhaps, L.300 a year, who
from a ftock, it is faid, of only L. §o, has acquired, within 50
years, by fhecp-farming, property to that amount ; and has the
ftock of two or three fmall farms, (perhaps 1000 fheep,) into
the bargain.——To thefe thepherds our open weather feems,
on'the whole, more agreeable than hard feafons, efpecially of
frow, of which we have had but little, and, in general, of
fhort continuance, for many years paft.

Agriculture~The number of farmers, by the introduQion
of fheep and other caufes has certainly decreafed. Many of the
tackfmen, however, {till continue to retain fome fubtenants,
who, having a cow’s grafs, fome ground to raife potatoes, and
alittle grain, for the fake of the ftraw, as fodder during the
winter, with the opportunity of fithing, &c. find themfelves
cafier and better off, than when they occupied a larger poffef-
fion; and even thofe who have been obliged to emigrate, have
in general, fettled at Greenock, where they feem bet-
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ter fed and clothed, ‘than when they refided here.
The number of ploughs in the whole parith, may be about 85 3
and at the rate of 12 bolls to each plough, there may be about
1000 bolls fown between besr and, oats, which may give at
leaft 4000 bolls increafe. There may be 150, or from that to
200 bolls of potatoes fown or planted, which may give from
15 to 20 holls of produce gach. They are miore cultivated
within thefe 20 years, and more in the drill way than jn for-
mer days, and add much to the food of the common people.
They make, with filted herrings, a cheap and pot an unplea-
fant meal for winter, ———— Notwithftanding oyr bad weather,
the crops are not much to be complained of ; perhaps our foil
and culture rather agteeing with rain than drought. . And
from the herrings that are taken in our bays, the addition to
our food from the more frequent culture of potatoes, the op-
portunities the people have of making money, by the bufs-fith-
ing, and the coafting trade of Clyde, with the good fale and
price of cattle, the people, upon the whole, feem more at
eafe, and lefs difpofed to complain, than 40 or §o years agn,
though reats are rifing continually, with the continued increafe
of the nominal value or price of all kinds of proviGons.

The crops of 1782 and 1783 were, with us, cut down much
greener than ufual ; but in threfhing, and even in milling, there
did not feem fo much caufe for complaint, as was feared; nay, it
feemed to yield generally above their expe&ations, and to give
them an opinion, that, before that time, they allowed their
crops to ripen too much.

Statiftical Table of the Parifp of Dunoon, -Anoo 1791

Number of proprietors - - - 14
— of proprietors refident - - - 3

Number of families - - = a 134
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Number of examinable perfons above 8 or 10 years of

age - - - - - 1123
of fouls - - = - - 10683
Populztion, An. 1745 - - - - 1757

Average of deaths, about - = - 19
of marriages - - - - 15
== of baptifims - . - - 58
Married couples 275. Married people « =~ 5350
Widows - - - 17
‘Widowers e “- - - - 95
Old maids, or unmarried women above 43 - 9
Old bachelor - - - - ‘- - 3

Children at fchool, (about) - PO . 240

From comparing the number of our births, with our deaths
and marriages, it is evident, that many born in the parith re-
move from it, both before and after marriage, and never fe-
turn. Many, in particular, go into the naval and military
fervice of their country, cfpcc,ially. into the navy ; into which,
it is faid, 9o young men went from one diftri& of the parith,
during the Amcripim war.

Nothing elfe occurs, that feems to merit attention j though
2 more accurate obferver might probably difcover many other
falls, worthy of being communicated to the public, and mighe
be able to draw many inferences from them, equally curious
in themfclves, and interefting to the country.

-

Yol 3D 'NUMBER



394 Statiftical Aevouns

NUMBER XXXIIL
PARISH OF WILTON,.

 (SHIRE OF ROXBURGH.)

8itnation, Soif, .

THE pariffi of Wilton does not furnifh rueh roots for

ftatiftical inveftigation. It is fituated in the prefbyte.
#y of Jédburgh, and fynod of Merfe and Feviotdale.——The
foil, more cfpecially along the banks of the Teviot, is fruit-
ful and well cultivited.——Tlhicte ate feveral marle pits in the
neighbourhood ; fome of which have been drained, and, are
of great benefit to the farmers, Lime, alfo, is made ufe of
as 2 marture.

Population.——The population, in 1755, as returned to
Dt Webfter, amounted to 936 fouls. The number, at pre-
fent, is nearly th=fame, being rather above goo. The ave-
rage of marriages, for the laft 3 years, is 13, of baptifms, 20,
and of deaths, 8; but thefe numbers cannot be accounted
precifely accurate, as all arc not recorded.

’ Poor.——There is an affeffment for the poor, amounting
to L. 100 ger annum. The heritors and kirk-feflion meet

quasterly
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quarter)y te Iay it on. 'The tenants are not mentioned in the
-ftatute, but their attendance is defired, as they pay one half
of any fum that is impofed, and dre beft acquainted with the
fate of the poor, in their owy neighbourhood, The bufi-
pefs is tranfafted without expence, excepting the fees of the
clerk, and of the colleBor. The number of penfioncrs is bes
tween 3oand 40,  The price of aftone of meal per week, iy
ufually given to a bparder. To an old perfon, who can wogk
a little, the price of half a ftone. Toa widow’s children,
at the fame rate, per week, for each. For nurfing a child,
28 6d weekly. The penfioners fign an affignation to the pa-
rith, of all their effeCts, which are rouped at their death. It
is, at prefent, in contemplation, to aliment the poor with a
weekly allowance of meal, inftead of moncy, which may
* more effeQually enfure a fubfiftence, and prevent an improper
ufe of the public bounty. Some faving may be made, alfo,
by purchafing the meal when it is cheap. School-wages for
the children of the poor, medical aid, and incidental expen=
ces, are paid by the colle®ions at the church doors, and mort-
cloth money, which amount to about L. 15 a year. It would
be an important obje& of inquiry, to afcertain, how far thelevy-
ing of thefe aflefiments, or, poors-rates, has anfwered any
ufeful purpofe, or whether the poor are comparatively in a
much worfe fituation, where they are not levied.

Mifeellaneous Obfervations.~——The valuation of the parifh
is L.7545:.16: 8 Scots,———The Duke of Buccleugh is pa-
tron, and principal heritor. Lord Napier, and feveral
feuers, or {fmaller proprietors, refide in it. The ftipend
is fmall ; but the glebe is large and valuable.———The pa-
rifh fchool-mafter has the legal falary of 100 merks, a dwel-
ling houfe, and fchool-houfe. There are alfo two village

3D 3 fcheols.
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1chools. ==m==—The Seceders are numerous ; and there area
few of the Epifcopal and Relief perfuafions.————A carpet
manufaftory employs 14, and an inkle 19 looms.——The
people are, in general, indwftrious, fober-minded, compaf-
fionate, and devout.——Work is not difficult to be had; and
provifions are reafonable. The dearth of fuel is the greateft
hardhip, which the poor experiences, in this part of the coun-
Ld "

NUMBER
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INUMBER XXXIV.

PARISH OF MONIMAIL.

(SHIRE OF FIFE.)

By the Reve MR. SamueL MarTIN,
e ——

Name.
ETWEEN Lindore’s loch, in the parith of Abdie, and the .
village of Monimail, where the church ftands, and
from which the parith is named, there is a hill, or rifing
ground, over which lies the road between Perth and Cupar.
The length of this hill is fuppofed to have given rife to the
name, Monimail, ¢ At the foot of a hill one mile over.” It
is often written and pronounced, Money- Meal, and ftrangers
fuppofe, that it denotes, a  parifh of plenty,” abounding
in meal and money : but the number of Gaelic names in the
neighbourhood, difcountenances this etymology.

Form, Extent, and Situation.——There is a large map of
Tife, by Ainflic. The boundaries of the parith of Monimail
arc not perfe@tly marked in it, though nearly exa&. Its fi-
gure is fomewhat oval, about four feet by three.—— Excep-
ting on the north and eaft, the lands are flat and fertile. A
marfh, of about 30 acres, (Lethem mire,) and the heights on
the narth end eaft are capable of little culture.—1It is re-

markable,
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markable, that, in this neighbourhood, both te the north and
fouth of the Eden, the foil, in rifing from the plain, becomes
richer; but is thin and fandy in the lew grounds.—The hills
are rather green than heathy. The Mount-hill is of confide-
rable heighy, and has been planted for feveral yeays. Veflels,
on making the land from the caft feas, are affifted and dire&-
ed by this mount, and by Monzic church, which ftands
on the top of an eminence beneath it, as a land mark.
The fituation of the pariflr, in general, is dry and falubrious.
No peculiar epidemical diftempers are known. The inhabi-
tants are healthy; and there are feveral inftances of confide-
rable longevity.—About half a mile north of the church,
there is a {pring, known by the name of Cardan’s Well: It
is of no repute at prefent, but was highly efteemed by the fa
mous Cardan, who ufed it much; and, in particular, heis
faid, with this mineral water, to have cured Hamilton, Arch-
bithop of St. Andrews, of a dropfy.—The parith is well war
tered ; but its different brooks, or waters, as they are called,
are nonge of them confiderable.

Thunder-Storms.—~—On the 27th O&ober, 1733, Melvill-
houfe was ftruck with a remarkable thupder ftorm. The
whole houfe, on every fide, and from top to bottom, was af-
fe&ted. The ftream of lightning, it is fuppofed, was attrac-
ted by a long iron fpike, on the top of a cupola covered with
Jead. The effets of it were felt, and are ftill vifible in almoft
every part of the houfe: providentially no perfon was mate-
riglly hurt. Profeffor M*Claurin, at Lord Leven’s defire, ¢33
mned the progrefs and veftiges of the ftorm*.— In 3 large
mirror, a piece, of the fize of 3 crown, was melted, and no

crack

® See hisletter to Sir Hans Sloan, in Pennant’s Tour.
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‘erack of flaw whatever appears in any other place. Many
fplinters were torn out of the folid wainfcoting, particularly &
thin one, about the breadth of a half foot joiner's rule, was
beatent 14 fect from the top of the finithing, on the flcor,
where it made a deep impreflion, which ftill remains. One
of the chimney tops was thrown down, and fome of the ftones
carried 100 yards into the garden.—In July 1783, about
fix o’clock in the miorning, a2 girl and boy were killed with-
lightning. Peals of thundet, with vivid lightning, were that
moraing loud and frequent. The mother was a helplefs pal-
fied woman, and had been carried from her bed to the fire-
fide. Theboy, who was much frightened with the thunder,
was ftandimg before the fire. The girl was feated oppofite to
her mother, feeding the fire with bruth wood. On the def-
cent of the lightning, the boy fell back, and was, for fome
time, beleved to be the only perfon affeCed : the girl retained
her fiting pofture, ind was not fuppofed to be injured. A
dog lay motionlefs more than an hour, but on being thrown
out a3 dead, revived and recovered entirely. The poor mo-
ther faid,fhe thought the fire, that came down from the hea-
vens, conipletely involved her with the reft. The fhock had
no effe® on her heakh, or conftitution, either favourable or
unfavourable. What the minifter, who was fent for on the
awful occafiort, faw of the bodies of the children, was firm
and well coloured, as in life.

Population.—~Dr Webfter' ftates the number of inhabitants
to be 884. The regifters have been carefully examimed, in
order to afcertain the population, at different periods, but it
is found, that they cannot be relied on. The inaccuracy of
the records may be varioufly accounted for, in this, as well as
i1 other parithes. Vacancies, the negligence of parents,
the carelefsnefs of feffion clerks, the illegal with-holding of

' the
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the dues by diffenters, &c. each of thefe circumftances may
occafion omiffions.  For fome years back, (on which greater
confidence may be placed,) the average is, births, 30,—mar-
riages 9,—and deaths 87 yearly. In January 1791, there

were,

Males. Females. Total.

Above 70 23 - - 20 - 43
—_— 50 64 - 78 - 142
20 200 - 236 - 436
— 10 II7 - 9 - 208
: . : - 829
Below 10 of both fexes - - 272
Total number of the inhabitants - 1101
The number of families - - - a4
Average number ineach - - - - 45277

Of the different ranks in life, there are 2 noblemen, (of one

of whom, the Earl of Leven and Melvill, it is remarkable,
that the fucceflion canbe traced, in dire& defcent, from father
.to fomy for 18 generations; the other, Lord Ruthven, isa
minor); 8 heritors, refident and non-refident ; 1 minifter, 1
preacher, 1 ftudent of theology; 1 public and 1 private teach-
er, 1 fchool-miftrefs; 30 farmers, 35 weavers, 7 thoemak-
ers, 8 taylors, 11 carpenters, 3 brewers, 1 baker, 3 ma-
fons, 4 thepherds, and 5 fmiths.

‘With regard to religious opinions, there are g diffenters;
27 of whom, are Antiburgher Seceders, 2 Independants, and
the other 26 are Epifcopals, Burgher Seceders, and members
of the prefbytery of Relief.

Of married couples there are 172, bachelors 38, and wi-

1 ) dowers,
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« _ .

dowers, who are heads of families, and fingle women, in hous
fes of their own, 31.

There are three corn mills, and one lint-mill, driven by
water. Two threfhmg-mnlls, one dnven by horfes, one by
water. § fmall retail fhops: There is no occafion for any
lawyer, attorney, phyfician, or furgeon, in this parith, as

the town of Cupar fupplies its environs, with legal and medical
aid.

Agriculture.—~The rode of managing lands is the fame that
obtains i the low country in general: confifting of rotations
of crops, hay, turnips, inclofing, and draining. The face of the
parith is cenfiderablychanged of late, and improvements areftill
going forward. The productions are the fame with thofe of the
reft of Fife and the Lothians, Confiderable quantities.of wheat
and barley are annually exported, or otherwife fent away. The
raifing of black cattle is now more attended to, than formerly,
Of 8 fmall flocks of fheep, 3 have been very lately fold offy
ehiefly becaufe fheep injure hedges and fown grafs, and be-
caufe it is faid, that more profit is reaped from black cattle:
There are §farmsabove L. 100 fterling, (one of them L. 300:)
the reft from L. 70 downwards. One pretty extenfive farm
rents at L. 1: 10s per acre. The average rent of good farms is
below L. 1 per acre. Land of inferior quality is proportional«
)y lower, 1§s. 10s. &c. &c. Any eftates, which have been
lately fold in this parifh, ahd indeed in the neighbourhood,
have brought high prices.——Farm houfes are now built more
commodious and comfortable. The tenantry improve in their
manners, drefs, way of life, and form a refpectable body of
men. < The ploughs are 76 in number, made on diffes
tent models : and new improvements are attended to, and tris
ed, as they are fuggefted. :

Vou. IL 3E Gharch,
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Church, Manfe, Stipend, &’c.—~The church is a long nar«
row building, rather old and incommodious®.

The mahfe being very old, and infufficient, a new and
more commodious one is about to be ereted.

In 1774, the rent roll of the parith was nearly L. 2500
Rerling. —The ftipend is worth fomewhat above L. 1c0.
An augmentation was lately obtained.«=—The Eazl of Leven
is patron.

Prices of Provifions, Wages, and Labour, in 1750, and

1790
1750.. Ib. Detch. 1790.  Ib. Dutch.
Beef - - 2d. - - - 44d.
Mautton - - 2d. - - - - 44d.
Veal - - 4d. - .« - 7d.
Hens - - 44 - ., - 1s.0d.
New butter - 4d. . - - - - - 8d.

Salmon - 1d- &sid. - - - ¢d 6d &c.
Fggs per dozen 14d. & 2d. - - 3da4dsd
And other articles in proportion.

Per day. Per day.
Day-labourers « - gd. - - od. sod. 1s.
Mafter wright, or mafon 1s. - - s 3d.—1s.6d.

Mafons, wrights 9d.8d. - - - 15
per annum. - per annum.

Farm fervantsL. 2 L.2:10:0 and 2 pecks L.6L.7
of meal per week : with meal.

Upper

. ® The bell is on the caft end of the church. It was ereQed a-
bout 40 years ago, when the former one became infufficient : that
bell had been ufed from the days of Robert the Bruce, as appeared by
sninfcription enit. The church was new:roofed abeut 50 years ags.
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1750, . 1790.
Upper family fervants L.8 L.xzo - « L.20L.2s.
Livery - L.g - L.1oL.y2.

Maid fervants L.1:10 L.2 e L3L.3:10L. g4

The fupprefion of vails operated confiderably to increafe
the wages of family fervants.——This lift, which applics to
Fife in general, is a ftrong argumenc for the augmentation
of minifters ftipends, fchoolmafters, and the falaries of all fti-
pendaries.

Names of Places.~—'The moft, of perhaps all, the qld
names are Gacelic ; 'Balintagart, the prieft’s town; Letham,
the fide of the hill ; Fairnie, a moift place where alders grow ;
Cunogqubhie, head of a corn field, &c. Some are modern.
The Bow of Fife is the name of a few houfes on the road to

.Cupar. Whether this uncommon name is taken from a bend-
ing of the road, as fome fuppofe, or, as others, from the.
mectings of the farmers in old times, to fix the prices of
grain, (the bolls being pronounced bows,) cannot be deter-
mined. It has been thought, that this fpot is nearly the cen-
tre of Fife : this is alfo offered as the reafon of the name.——
Letham is the principal village. On the firft week of June,
there is 2 confiderable fair held at it. Eafter Fairnie is next
in fize: Monimail is fmaller. Other clufters of houfes fcarce-
ly defesve the name of villages.’

Antiquities.~—Near the church, and within Melvill park,
there is a fquare tower in pretty good prefervation. Its age
is uncertain ; but it was repaired by Cardinal Bethune, and
was his refidence, 1562. There are feveral diftin& heads of
the Cardinal, in his cap, in ftone relievo on the walls. The
“arms of the family of Bethune are alfo intire. The tower is

3E2 evidently
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evidentlp part of a large building, the remains of which are
‘very vifible.—The houfe of Fairnie is believed to be one of
'M‘Dufi’scaﬁ'les. Its walls are uncommonly thick: it is very
old, and has been a place of ftrength.——= A ftrip of land
in the farm of Ladifron, belonging to Mr Paterfon of Cuno-
quhie, is called the temple. There is 'a tradition, that a
prictt lived here, who had a right to every feventh acre of La-
difron, and to the tathing (dung as left on the ground) every
feventh night.

Tradition fays, there was a dreadful battle, fought on the
N. W. boundary of the parith, between the Scots and the
Danes. A hillock, called Doqlic—cairy Knoll, is faid to have
yeceived its namg from.the battle, (firrow and care).

Longevity—A woman (Helen Gray) died in this parith,
in the 105 year of her age. She was born in Tealand, near
"Dundee. The parith regifter was confulted, but in vain.
The death of Archbithop Sharp, fhe diftinétly remembered :
If fhe was 3 years old thep, fhe was 105 at her death. She
was a little woman, remarkably chearful. Some years before
her death, fhe had a new fet of teeth. In early life fhe had
been a fervant in Lord Stormont’s family. The ladics of the
neighbourhood were much amufed with her telling them, that
" Mrs Helen Murray, whom they well knew, as lady dire@refs
of the Edinburgh affemblics, was one of the young bairns the
yemembered ; and that Mr Willie, (Earl Mansfield,) when
young, was a very fine Iaddic—(bpy).

Suicide.—There has been but one inftance of fuicide for ma-

ny years, The perfon wasold, and in a confufed, ftupified
.ftate, This event was rendered remarkable by the manner of
ingerment. The body was brought from the houfe, through the
' window,

2
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.window, and buried, under night, at the extremity of the
_parith. A proof at once of the force of old fuperftitious cuf-
toms, and, at the fame time, of the horror fo natural to be felt
on fuch an occafion.

Paxr.—~The funds, for the fupport of the poor, arife from
legacies, mort-cloths, marriages, occafional donations, but
chiefly from the weekly colleftions at the church doors. There
are 1o or 12 regular monthly penfioners. On emergencies,
others are affifted. No begging is allowed. The diftribu-
tions, communibus annis, are betwixt L. 20 and L. 30 fter-
ling.—In 1782, and 1783, the ordinary funds, with a volure
tary and unfolicited donation from the heritors, according to
their valued rents, fupplied the great exigencies of the poor,
during thefe two unfortunate feafons.

Schools.—The eftablifhed fchool-mafter’s falary, and perqui-
fites, as precentorand feflion-clerk, with the fchool-fees, have
been reckoned to be worth about L. 14. The number of fcholars
varies, according to the abilities and reputation of the teacher;

e

and thofe of the private teachersin the parifh. 30maybe the av--.

erage. The fees are, Englith 1s per quarter; writing s arithe
metic 25 ; book-keeping 10s Gd a courfe; Latin 25 6d per quar-
ter. It is not doubted but this, and fimilar reports, will evince
the neceflity of more encouragement to this ufeful and laba-
rious order of men,

Mifeellaneous Obfervations.—Peats and wood are ufed,
but in fmall quantities. Coals chiefly from Balgonie and Bal-
birnie, in the parith of Markinck, at 7d per load, of 18 ftone,
arc the fuel of the parifh. A double cart carries five loads:
the carriage cofts nearly the purchafe in money. e Servie

tudes
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. tudes are few and dying away. Thofe that continue, fuch as afe
filtance with carriages, &c. during the hayand cornhatvefts, are
rather voluntary and difcretionary than exa&ted.——The ge-
neral charaler of the parithioners has always been, that they
are induftrious, regular, quiet, and refpeQable. There are
mixtures in the pureft focieties, but this charaler is ftill me-
vited by the prefent race in Monimail..
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NUMBER XXXV.

PARISH OF CULTS.

(counTtY OF FIFRL.) -

By the Rev. M. Davip "WiLkie.

Name, Situation, and Extent.
THE antient name of the'parith was Qulkques orQuilkques.
which, in the Gaelic, fignifies, a “ nook” or * eorner.~it
being disjoined from the large ftrath, which runs fromE. to W.
along the banks of the Eden. Ttis fituated in the prefbytery

of Cupar, and in the fynod and county of Fife: being about -

1} Englith miles fram E. to W. and about 2% from N. to S.
it confequently contains about 3.5 fquare miles, and is nearly
in the form of an oblong fquare. It lies'in the very heart of
Fife, and has eafy accefs to both the coafts of that county.

Surface, Scily and Air.~The general appearance is, partly
flat, declining to the north;’but partly mountainous towards the
fouth. The parifh is remarkable, for a clear air and a light
foil. The different kinds of foil are, gravel, a light black earth,
and a ftrong clay; with this particular 'circumﬁancq that, in
the lower parts, along the Eden, it is gravel inclining to heath,
and bent grafs; from thence to the afcent of the hills, itis
light carth, and upon their deelivity, it is ftrong clay. Upon

+ the

-
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the whole, the air is dry and healthy, except that the lowet
ground is fubjeét to fogs. The moft prevalent diftempers,
not to mention thofe peculiar to children, are fevers and con-
fumptions; bat this cannot be attributed to the local fitua-
tion. The greateft ftorms of rain and fnow are from the E.
acrofs the German ocean ; the higheft winds from the S. W.

River.—The: Eden rifes aboyt 8 miles to the W. and falls
into the bay of St Andrews, about 7 miles to the E. Being fed
by a number of rivulgts, and having a pretty level courfe, it
is mnever very low, éven in the drieft fammer. It is not na.
vigable at prefent, to any diftance from its mouth, owing to
the many mill-dykes; by which it is croffed. Were it thought
neceflary, for promoting the commerce of she county, it might
be made navigable, though at a confiderable expence, for12 |
or 14 miles; through which it has a fall'probably of about 40
feet. Next to the want of commerce, to defray the expence, {
the greateft dnfadvantage would be, the danger of entering its
mouth, on account of fhoals and quickfands. Its banks be-
ing fomewhat high onboth fides, injts courfe through thisparifh,

““: there is little danger from land floods. The greateft rife of

the river for thefe 5o years paft, was in May 1782. From the
excefs of rain, our crops then failed fo much, that had the
culture of potatoes been unknown, and the importation of
grain as littlé practifed, as in the end of the laft century, ther¢
would have been as great a famine, as in the former period.
The Eden produces trout, pike, and a few falmon;
which laft are fo much diminithed, by the number of feals,
which frequent its mouth, that few are caught for fale.

Hills.—On the fouth-fide of the parifh, are the Walton and
Pitlcflic hills} not confiderable for their height ; and conned-
ed with each othsr by rifing grounds. They are covered moft-

¥
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ly with grals; in part, with whins, and in part with heath,
'L'he Walton hill has many fyfe and ramparts cut along its fide,
which are fuppofed to be the remains of a Roman camp,
when Agricola invaded Scotland, and encamped one part of
his army here, and the other at Newtyle in Angus. Many urns
have been dug up, full of bones, on and near this hill.

Minerals.—There is abundance of free-ftone and limé-ftone
quarrics ; both excellent; particularly the latter, for the lime
fhells of which, there is great demand, both in Fife and in
Angus. The ftrata are from 2 to 10 feet below the furface,
nd are wrought, without haviag much recourfe to the aflift-
ance of gun-powder. There were caal mines fometime ago
upon the eftate of Bonzion; which were employed chiefe
ly for burning lime. They might Rill be wrought to advans,
g '

Animals.—Horfes and black cattle have been much imptova
ed, in the courfe of thefe 20 or 3o years, owing to inclofing
ground, and fowing grafs-feeds. Horfes chiefly are employa
ed, in agriculture, and fell from L. 12 to L. 15 fterking; Oxen
fell from L,'7 to I 12, The rearing of thefe, has diminifhe
ed the breed of fheep fo much, that in place of 4 or 5 flocks,
there is now only one.

Population—The number of the people has increafed
within thefe 40 years; owing chiefly to the great number of
fmall feus, which have been granted during that period. If the
feflion record for baptifms may be depended on, the

Number of inhabitants, in 1751, was - 464
The return to Dr Webfter, in 1345, was - 449
Number of inhabitants at prefent (1791) is 534

¥ou IL 3 F : Anuual
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Annual average of births, for 18 years paft, is 17.6
of deaths 10.
of marriages - - 6.5
Proportion between annual births and the whole
.population, - - as 1 to 30

marriages -  as I to 81.7
deaths - as 1 to§3

Number of fouls under 10 years of age - 11e
from 10 to 20 - 92

from 20t0 30 - - 74

from 30 to 40 - - 58

from 4o to go - 59

from soto 6o - - 58

from 6o to 70 . - 57

from 70 to 80 - 22

from 8ot g0 - - 4

53+

Acres, Culture, Rent, &o.——There are about 2100 Scots
“acres in the parifh; of which there may be 720 employed in
raifing corn and roots; 20 in flax; 160 fown with grafs feeds
for hay or pafture; 800, including hill and muir, in pafture;
and 4oo in fir plantations. Rent per acre may be from gs. to
L. 2 fterling. 'The rent of a farm of 200 acres, hill and dale,
may be about L. 130. The fize of farms in general, is 100,
200, or 300acres. 'Their number has rather diminifhed.——
There are a number of inclofures upon particular farms. In
the parifh are about 22 ploughs, moftly two-horfe ploughs.—
The real rent of the whole parith may be about L. 1060 fter-
ling ; the valued rent is L. 2069 : 6 : 8 Scots.

Heritorsy Stipendy Schooly, Poor, €&'c.—=—There are 3 heritors,
one
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one of whom only refides.———The church and manfe are, at
leaft 150 years old. The united college of St Andrews are
patrons ; and the living, including the glebe, may be worth a-
bout L. 65 a year. The fchoolmafter’s falary is 100 merks;
the number of fcholars about 40: the fee for teaching. Englith
is 1s. per| quarter, and other articles in proportion.——The
number of poor is about 123 and the funds for their fupport,
about L. 10 yearly, '

Wages, Prices, {&'c—The wages of a day-labourer are 1od.
befides which; he has litde fpots of ground, for potatoes and for
lint, by themanufatture of which hiswifeand daughtersareena-
bled to contribute to the common fupport. As double-hecked
fpinming-wheels are univerfally ufed, there is no county in
Scotland perhaps, where fo much is made by fpinning as in
Fife. The ufual wages of a male fervant, employed in huf-
bandry are L. 5 or L. 6 yearly; of a female fervant, 208 or 25s,
the half year. The common fuel is coal from Balbirnie, or
Balgonie, which cofts at the hill 7d. per load, befides 25 3d.
per cart for carriage. ‘' Houfes for labourers let from 4s. to

208. a year.

Mifcellancous Obfervations —~There are 3 corn-mills, 2 barley
mills, 2 lint mills, 2 threfhing machines, and 1maltmill drivenby
water. There is one ftone bridge acrofs the Eden. The public
road from Kirkcaldy to Dundee has got feveral partial repairs,
but is fill nearly in a ftate of nature. The ftatute labour has
been exalted moftly in kindy but there are now turnpikes
whereby the roads may in time be improved. There is one
inn, and four Ncenfed ale-houfes in the parifh.

3F 2 Mr
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_ Mr Wilkic (the writer of the preceding obfervations) is the
perfon alluded to, in the Statiftical Account of Scetland, vol. k.
(Parith of Kettle), page 377 : In juftice to whom, it is proper
to mention, that there was a very material error of the prefs.
Inftead of ¢ This table, upon trial, is found to anfwer better
for Scotland than any yet publifhed by Mr Wilkie,” it ought
to have been printed thus: *¢ Thistable, upon trial, is found
by Mr Wilkie, to anfwer better for Scotland, than any yet
publithed.” The fac is, Mr Wilkie himfelf confiruéted that
very important table. It may be proper to add, thatin
a letter from Mr Wilkie on the fubjolt of amnuities, he
communicates the following particulars, which feem to be
highly worthy of being laid before the public. ¢ I have
had an opportunity (fays he) of forming a table of the proba-
bilities of life, fos the county of Fife, from the bills of morta-
lity in the neighbouring parith of Kettle ; in which the feve-
ral ages of the deeeafed, have been accurately recorded.—
This table, I find, differs materially from all the Englifh tables,
upon the fame fubject. For example,

By my table By Dr Halley’s table.

% of infants die the 1ft year. | 7 of infants die the 1ft year.
v die the 2d zcar. 4 die the fecond year.
Expedtation of an infant’s life | Expe@ation of an infant’s life
=40.6 years. ==28 years.
Greateft value of a life at 4 | Greateft value of a life at 4
*per cent. correfponding to 5 |  per cent. correfponding to
years of age =18.1. 10 years of age =16.4

« My table not only agrees gxacily with the prefent popula-
ticn of the parifth of Kettle, bif with the lives of minifters and
of their widows in Scotland at large: Suppofing their mean
age of ordination and of widowhood, to be refpeclively, 30
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and 48 years. At 30 years of age, 32.27 years=a minifter’s
expetation of life. At 48 years of age, 19.44 years =
widow’s expe@ation of life; which laft, multiplied by
19.3, the number of widows left yearly, produces 375.2 =
maximum of annuitants upen the widgws {cheme.”

¢ Farther, from 36 parith accounts, publithed in the firfé
volume of the Statiftical Account of Scotland, it appears, there
are 46,625 fouls in thefc parifhes: the mean number of births
and deaths is 1156. Hence 4553 =40.3, the expetation of
an infant’s life in thefe 36 parithes; which agrees almoft ex-
altly with the fame expeftation by my table. Many of thefe
parithes are in different counties, and fituated widely remote
from each other.”

Mr Wilkie propofes foon to publifh a book ¢ On the Theo-
¢ ory of Intercft fimple and compound, derived from firft
¢« principles, and applied to annuities: With an illuftration
« of the Widows Scheme in the Church of Scotland ”—A
work, which will probably throw much light upon thefe im-
portant fubjes of inquiry. In the mean while,the following ta-
bleof the probabilities of life, derived from the bills of mortali-
ty, in the parith of Torthorwald, County of Dumfries, for
27 years, ending anno 1790, publithed in the appendix to this
volume, is well entitled to be laid before the reader.

TABLE
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TABLE of the Probabilities, of Life, &c.

Age. Livg. ;Dud Age | Livg.|Dead) Age. Livg. DeadjAge Livg. Dead
of 280 32 24] 204) 1 [ 48] 169 2 72| 881 6
1] 248| 10| 25| 203| 1 {| 49 :f7 2 73: 82| 7
2 238 23 26] 202| 1 || 50} X85 2 } 74, 75 | 7
3| 236; 2| 27| 201} 1 || 51] 163] 2 75{ 68 | 7
4] 234] 2 28* 200] 1 || 52| 161} 2 | 76, 61 | 7
5| 232( 2 29] 1994 1 |} 531 159] 2 § 77! 54 | 6
6| 230/ 2l 30} 198| £ || 54f 157) 2 1 78, 48 | 6
7) 228] 21l 311 197 * { 55} 1551 2 179 42 | 5
8| 226] 1| 32| 196] 1 i 56| 153} 2 [| 80! 37| 4
o 225 =l 33| 194] 2 H 571 151) 3 [{8¢ 33 { 3
10, 224 1l 34] 104/ 1 || 58] 148] 3 |§ 82 30| 3
1 2231 q 35} 193] 1 [t 59f 145] 3 |} 83 27| 3
12) 222| 1| 36 192 t | 60] 142] 4 || 84 24 | 3
13| 221 1| 37| 191} 2 || 61] 138| 4 || 85] 21| 3
14| 2200 2| 38] 189| 2 || 62} 134] 4 || 86 18| 3
15| 218] 2l 39] 189f 2 || 63| 130] 4 || 87 15| 3
16] 21 2 40| 185] 2 }{ 64} 126] 4 || 88} 12 ] 3
17) 2149) 21 41| 183 2 || 65| 122] 4 {{ 89} o | 2
18 212 21 42] 181f 2 || 66] 118} 4 {foo] 7| 2
19l 210] 2 43| ¥79] 2 || 69 114] 4 ([ or] 5| ¢
20| 208 1,' 44} 177] 2 || 68] 110 5 {1 92] 4] 1
211 2071 1| 45] 175} 2 105 s ({93} 3] 1
22| 20 xaﬂ 46] 173} 2 || 70f 100} 6 |l 94} 2| 1
23/ 205 147V 7112 {71l 94" 6| gs] 1! 1

Bythis Table, the number of inhabitants is to that of births
or burials, as 14040=140 is to 280, that is 85 49.64 is to 1.
And the expetation of life, by the above TFable, is as fol-

Jows :

Age. Expec.y Age. [Expec. )| Age. Expec.|, Age.| xpec:
o [49.64] 25 l41.14] 50 |22.26) 75 | 7.1
5 |54.69! 30 [37.11} 55 |18.54] 80 | 6.20
10 |s1.57 35 [33-01f 60 [14.98] 85 | 4.12
15 |47.90 40 [29.31] 65 [12.03] 90 | 2.64
20 145.09! 45 {25.85} 70 | 9.10] 95 ' 0.50
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The moft valuable age by this table, is that of 2 years old,
whofe expe&ations of life, is 56} years, which is exceedingly
high, and can only be applied to 2 country diftri& in Scot-
land.

The above table of the probabilities of life is a ftriking evi-
dence, that Englith or foreign tables of obfervations do hot
correfpond with Scottifh lives;—feeing bythefe, the expe&ation
of infancy does not exceed 25, or at moft 28 years, whereas
here, it wants but a trifle of §0. And if the value of life,
were computed by the above table, at a given rate of intereft,
the difference would alfo be confiderable, which would ftill
increafe, did the prallice of inoculation every where prevail.
Hence, a table of equal decrements, conftruéted upon the fup-
pofition, that 91 was the utmoft extent of human life, wopld
be better adapted to Scottith lives, than M. de Moivre’s hypo-
thefis, wherein that exteat is fixed at 86 years. [

It‘may be here abferved, that if we had tables of. obferva-
tion, adapted to the feveral counties in Scotland, it would -be
eafy to find the number of inhabitants, from the amount of
births and burials. Thus, where they are equal, -either of
them multiplied by au infant’s expetation, call it, for ine
ftance, 40, will produce the population. But where there is
a difference, which is genecrally the cale, the half of their
fum, multiplied by an infant’s expeQation, adapted to the
particular diftrict, will give the number of the. people. It would
be very defirable therefore, to have extraéts from the regifters of
all the parithes in Scotland, where exaét accounts are kept of
the ages of the deceafed, for the purpofe of drawing up com-
plete tables of the probabilities of lives, calculated for Scotland.

NUMBER
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NUMBER XXXVL
PARISH OF COLLESSIE
(COUNTY OF FIFE.)

' By the Rev. MR, ANpREw WALKER.
e ——————
. Name, Situation, &'t. .

O'I‘H the antient, and the modern name of this parifh, 33
' f4r as it can ‘now be afcertained, is' Colleflie, derived,
it is fuppofed, from thé Gaelic: in which hnguage, Cdlis
faid to fignify the botiomi, and leflie, aden; and the village, in-
decd, is fitvated at the bottom of a den.———It lies in the
prefbytery of Cupar, and in the {ynod and county of Fife.
Its length is about 8 Englith miles, and its breadth about g
—The fouth fide of -the parifh is remarkably flat; and there
is fcarcély a ftone; great ‘er fmall, to be feen in it. The
north-weft fide is fomewhat hilly.  The arable part is ex-
tremely fertile. The dit is in general healthy. The moft
prevaiting’ diftemper, 5o or 60 years ago, was the ague. It
now vifits us but feldom; fince the late improvements by

draining, “&c. .

River, Loch, &c.—The Eden runs about 3, miles along the
fouth fide of the parifh, from welt to eaft. Thence it pro-
ceeds to Cupar, and 'empties itfclf jnto the Getman ocean,

) near
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tear St -Andrews. It abounds with fine trout. In fced-timc
and harveft, it ufed to overflow its banks, and to do confide-
rable damage. But, about § years ago, its courfe was made
ftraight ; in confequence of which, it lows without interrup-
tion, and the adjacent grounds have become quite fecure. A
large loch, on the fouth-weft fide of the parith was drained, }
anno 194%. 1t contains upwards of 300 acres, which produ=

ces a confiderable quantity of natural hay, and paftures, due

ring the fummer feafon, above 120 head of cattle. In winter,.
however, it has ftill the appearance of a loch, and is frequent-

ed by a great variety of wild fowl, fwans, &c. -

Population.—~The number of fouls, as reported to Dr Web-
fter, in 1755, was 989. After a very exat furvey this year,
(1791) they were found to amount to 949. The decreafe is
owing to the juntion of farms, and to the number of cot
houles which have been fuffeted to fall into decay. In the
principal village, called Kinloch, there are 191 fouls. For
thefe laft ten years, ending 1790, the average of marriages is
6, of births, 17, and of burials, 11, The regifter, howe-
ver, is not perfectly exat;. clandeftine marriages often taking
place, and many of the Seceders give no information, to the
feon clerk, of the births of their children,

Longevity.—In the village of Colleflic, there is a very old
man, (Thomas Garrick) who, from the beft information that
can be got, is in the 108th year of his age. He has refided
many years in this parifh, but was born in Perth fhire. He
was a foldier, in the Duke of Argyle’s regiment, in the year
1715. For nearly 20 years paft, he has never been known
confined to his bed by ficknefs, for a fingle day. He is of a
fhort ftature, thin make, wears his own hair, and has been
for fome years paft much afflicted with deafnefs. But, on the

Vou. IL 3G whol¢,
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whole, he is ftill very healthy, and, in a fummer day, will
walk two miles from his own home, and back again. About
9 years ago he married his third wife, a.woman of 45 ; buthe
ftill keeps the whole houfe under proper fubje@ion. Heis
principally fupported out of the public funds. Other inftan-
ces of longevity are not wanting in this diftri®. Therc area
few above 80, and 1 or 2 upwards of go years of age.

Ecclefiaftical State.~The living, when grain fells well, may
be valued at L. 100 per annum, including the glebe. Mr
Johnfton of Lathrifk is patron, and one of the principal hexi-
tors. There are many diffenters, of every denomination in
the parith; but by far the greateft nutnber adhere to the efta-
blithed church.

Antiquities.— Not far from the village of Colleflic, to the
weft, there are the remains of two caftles, or fortifications. The
one is fituated in a wet, and marfhy fpot. Upon the weft
fide of it, there is an earthen mound, of a circular form, about
an Englith mile in length, and about 30 feet high, above the
level of the ground in the neighbourhood. Some fay, that it
was a place of obfervation ; and there is indeed a very good
view from it. Others imagine, that the mound was conftru&-
ed by an enemy for the purpofe of damming up the fiream
that comes from Colleflic den, in order to force the caftle to
furrender. This ftream runs, at prefent, through the mid-
dle of the mound, at,a place called Gadding ; fo named, from
the water burfting through it. About 8 years ago, an urn
was found, near the mound, containing fome human bones,
all of which feemed to have been burnt. The other for-
tification is called the Maiden Caftle. The tradition concern-
ing it, is, that during the time of the fiege, the governor died,
and his daughter, concealing his death, gave the neceflary or-

' 2 ders
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ders in his name, and thus made the caftle hold out, until the
enemy raifed the fiege. ———In che middle of this ruin, there
are two {tones fixed in the ground, (covering, itis fuppofed,
human bones,) but of no very remarkable fize. '

Mifcellaneous Obfervations.—The number of the greater he-
ritors, is 12 ; of whom 6 refide in the parith. There are alfo
a number of feuers, or fmaller proprietors. There are
no turnpikes; but the roads and bridges, in general, are in good
repair. The rent of the beft arable land is, at an average, be-
tween 30 and 40s. theacre; the next beft about 20s. —The
number of ploughs may be about 6o. There are only 3
flocks of fheep, the largeft of which belongs to Lord Leven.
A confiderable part of the parith is inclofed, and
inclofures are going forward.——The common fuel is coals,
brought 3bout 6! miles from Balbirnie, or Balgonie.
The fchoolmafter’s falary is about L. 8 Sterling, with a dwell-
ing houfe, fchool houfe, and a fmall garden; and the dues
paid him by his fcholars, who, at an average, are about 40 in
number. The poor who get fupplies, either ftatedly or occa-
fionally, are about 10. The only funds, for their relief, are,
the colle@ions at the church doors, amounting, at an average,
to L. 11. or L. 12 yearly, and a mortification from the Roffie
family of a boll of meal per annym. Upon the profpet
of a war, many of our young men have fhewn themfelves
ready to ferve their country, both by fea and land. None have
been under the neceflity of emigrating from this parifh, for
want of employment, and none have died of want.

NUMBER
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NUMBER XXXVIL

PARISH OF DENNY.

(COUNTY OF STIRLING.)

B the Rev. Mr. THomas Frrcus.
e ——

Name, Situation, tc.

THF. origin of the name of Denny is unknown. The

parith lies in the county and prefbytery of Stirling,
and fynod of Perth and Stirling.—It is about 4 miles in length,
and 2% in breadth.—The foil, about the town, or village of
Denny, and indeed throughout the greater part of the parifk,
is dry and fandy ; but in fome places, it is wet, and has a good
deal of clay in it.—The air is reckoned pure and healthy, and
many of the people attain a good old age. Some, however,
are much troubled with rheumatic complaints ; and fevers fre.
quently prevail, and are often fatal. ‘

©_ Proprietors, Agriculture, &c.—— A fourth part of the p-
rith belongs to one great proprietor, and another has a confi-
derable fhare of it. The reft is the property of about 1co

- fmaller heritors, feucrs, or portioners ; many of whem culti-
vate their own lands.—— Of late years, the farmers make ufe
of a good deal of lime, which they chiefly bring from the pa-
rifh of Cumbernauld, and fome from the parith of Dunipace.
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—Oats are the grain ufually fown, wich fome bear and peafe,
but no wheat. A good many potatoes, a quantity of flax, and
fome clover and rye-grafs, are alfo raifed.

Population.———The population of the parith of Denny,
in 1755, as rcturned to Dr Webfter, was 1392 fouls. The
number is now reckoned about 1400. There are, at an ave-
rage, 6o births, 20 burials, and more than 12 marriages each
year.

Church, toc.—The Crown is patron.——The ftipend is 80
bolls in meal, and L.38 fterling, in money. The church,
manfe, and offices, are not in good repair.— After the Secef-
fion began, more thanone half of the inhabitants, at that
time, became Seceders of the Antiburgher perfuafion; and
they have had, for upwards of 40 ycars, a meeting-houfe, at
Loan-head, about 2 miles fouth from Denny. More than. a
third part of the people are flill Seceders, of one denomina-
tion or another. A few are Cameronians. There are no
Papifts nor Epifcopalians.

Mifcellanezus Obfervations.—There are no begging poor, be-
longing to the parifh, but there are a number of houfe-keepers
in indigent circumftances, who receive occafional fupplies
from the collections, made at the church-doors, on Sunday.—
The men are almoft all engaged in hufbandry, and the women
generally in fpinning. =A number of boys and girls
are employed at a print-field, and cotton manufattory, in the
neighbouring parith of Dunipace. A large tra& of land here,
is called Temple-Denny, which formerly belonged, it is faid,
to the Knights Templars, fo famous for their crufades againft
the Saracens. The roads, through this diftri&t, in ge-
neral, ars -in good repair.—There is abundance of ftone for
' : building;
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building ; and coals are got in quantities, fufficient not only
to fupply the inhabitants, but alfo a good part of the neigh-
bourhood. —The Carron, which divides this parifh from
that of Dunipace, furnithes us with fome trout.——=The great
‘canal, between the Forth and the Clyde, which runs along

the fouthern part of the parith, is alfo, in many refpeQls, of
great benefitto the people.

NUMBER
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NUMBER XXXVIL

PARISH OF BURNTISLAND.

(COUNTY OF FIFE.)

By the Rev. MR. Jaumes. Wewmyss.
e

Name, Situation, &'c. .
T is difficult to afcertain the origin of the name. The tra.
ditional ftory is, that it arofe from the burning of a few
fithermen’s huts, upon a fmall ifland on the weft fide of the
harbour, which induced them to take up their refidence, where
the town now ftands. Originally, however, the parifh was
defigned Kinghorn-wefter. It is fituated in the county of
Fife, on the firth of Forth, north and by weft, from Leith, a-
bout 6 miles It is in the prefbytery of Kirkaldy, the fynod and
county of Fife. From eaft to weft it may extend about 3 miles,
and nearly as far from fouth to north.

Town and Climate.~The town of Burntifland is pleafantly
fituated, upon a peninfula, furrounded by hills to the north,
in the form of an amphitheatre. They lie at the diftance of a~
bout half a mile, and happily occafion much warmth and fhel-
ter.  The climate is very healthful. The air, dry and clear,
rather fharp. Many of the inhabitants live to a good old age.
They enjoy the benefit of fine dry walks of great extent, and

can
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can go abroad at all feafons, when it is fair. To thofc who
are fond of the healthful apd manly diverfion of the golf, there
is adjoining, one of the fineft pieces of links, of its fize, in
Scotland. A great part of it is like velvet, with all the variety
of hazards, neceflary to employ the different clubs, ufed by
the niceft players. A golfing club was inftituted lately, by
the gentlemen of the town and neighbourhood.

Bruntifland was conftituted a royal burgh, by King James
VI. The government of it it vefted in 21 perfons, of whom
14 e termed Guild-counfellors, confifting of merchants
tradefmen, fkippers, feamen, and land labourers; of whom
3 are chofen yearly at Michaclmas, by the old and new coun-
cil, to be bailies; the other 7 are trades-counfellors, being one
of each trade. There is alfo a provoft chofen yearly at Mi-
chaelmas. If he is a nobleman, he is a fupernumerary ; but
if a burgher, he is included in the above number.

It appears, at fome former period to have been fortificd.
On the fouth-eaft fide of the harbour, part of the walls of a
fort is till ftanding entire. And on the top of a fmall hill,
immediately to the north of the town, there are to be feen,
the remains of a trench. Itis alfo faid, that when Cromwell
had an army in this country, it held out againft- him, till he
he was obliged to enter into a compromife, with the inhati-
tants, on certain conditions: part of which were, that ke

, fhould repair the ftreets and the harbour. In-confequence of
this, the quays, as they prefently ftand, were built by Lim,
and the ftreets have never been mended fince, which their
prefent ftate too clearly proves. There is, however, every rea-
fon to hope, that they will foon be put into better ¢ondition, 23
the gentlemen of the county have lately propofed, to-make the
public ferry from Burntiflaud to Leith, or rather to Newha-
van, where it is intended, to build a picr, in order to fucure
a p.Mge for travellers, atany time of tide.

Trede
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Trade.—Before the union, the trade of this place feems to
have been very confiderable. A number of fhips belonged to
it. Large quantities of malt were made, and exported to
England, and the north, which yiclded great profits. Many
of the fhipmatters, and inhabitants appear to have been weal-
thy. But fince that period, little bufinefs of any kind has been
done, till within thefe few years, when trade has again begun
to revive a little.  Some branches of manufallures have been
eftablifhed. There is, at prefent, a fugar houfe, belonging to
a Glafgow company, in a very thriving condition; and a vitri-
‘ol work, upon a finall fcale, but, having lately become the
property of fome gentlemen of much induftry and fpirit, it is
to be extended, and will moft likely do well. An attempt
was alfo recently made, to eftablifh a filk manufa&ory. This,
however, did not anfwer the withes of the projectors; which,
perhaps, was more owing to the want of capital, and fome o-
ther caufes, than to the badnefs of the trade, or any thing unfa«
vourable in the fituation of the place. Ship-building is carri-
ed on by a few hands, and might be increafed to any extent.—
It is much to be regretted, that manufatures are not eftablifh-
ed here. Indeed, it is rather furprifing they have not, as the
town is doubtlefs equally, if not more, favourable, for thefe,
than many others on the coaft of Fife, where they are carried
on to a great extent. No place can be better fituated for ex-
port and import; houfes are low rented ; fuel is reafonable ;
coals may be had both by fea and land ; 18 ftone, heavy weight,
from 1s. to 1s 3d. Many hands could eafily be had, from among
the young and the poor, particularly for the cotton branch,
who are, in a great meafure, loft, for want of employment.—
" And though the water in the town is moftly hard, yet there
are fome wells of it foft; and, in the neighbourhood, there
is a confiderable run of foft water, with many copious {prings,
along the foot of the hills, by which bleaching might be carri-
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ed on. Befides, the manufaturers will now have the benefit .
of good roads, and carriers to all parts of the country.

The Harbour.~~What next merits particular notice, in this
place, is, the harbour, which certainly is one of the beft in
Scotland. By way of excellence it is called, in fome of the
town’s charters, Portus Gratie and Portus Salutis. It is here,
that fhips generally take thelter, when driven up by ftorms,
and hard gales of eafterly wind. It is eafly entered, and af-
fords the greateft fafety, let the wind blow from any quarter.
It is very capacious, and of great depth of water. The Cham-
pion frigate came lately in, with all her ftores, and got as con-
veniently cleaned, as in a dock. Much improvement might
ftill be made upon it. Were the quays extended, (which could
cafily be done at- no great expence) fmall fhips could come
in, and go out, at any time oftide. Ia the opinion of profef
fional men, docks ought to be eftablithed here, capable of re-
ceiving the largeft fhips of war. [This.is furely an objet, well
deferving the attention of government. It might be doneata
fmall expence. And, in the event of our ever being at war,
with our northern neighbours, would be a vaft faving and con-
veniency; as the fhips that happéned to want cleaning and re-
pair, would not need to return to England for that purpole;
which they muft always do at prefent. Even for the: fhipe that
are ftationed in this Firth, and fuch as may occafionally come
into it, an eftablithment of this kind would be a great faving
of time and money. Here too, houfes and yards for the
King’s ftares might be had, much more conveniently, and at
far lefs expence, than at Leith. They could be had at the ve-
ry entrance of the harbour, or along the quays. Amnd as the
houfes would be cheap, and the accefs eafy, an annual faving
of fome hundreds of pounds might reafonably be expedted.
‘There is another thing, refpecting this harbour, which deferves

te
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to be pointed out to Government, and may at leaft merit their
confideration. It is this ; that it might be made one of the
fafeft and moft convenient watering-places poflible, for his Ma-
jefty's thips in this Firth. At no great expence, a run of the
fineft water might be introduced, by a pipe, and carried to -
ny of the quays, -thought moft proper, where the king’s boats
might receive it, without the leaft trouble or danger. This may
be thought the more worthy of notice, as, it is well known,
that the prefent mode of watering the King’s fhips, cither by
going to Leith, or Harly burn, a place on the north thore, a«
bout a mile to the weftward of Burntifland, is often attended
with danger, and fometimes with lofs. And, it is to be hoped,
i would be no fmall inducement to adopt this plan, were it
to be properly ftated to Government, that the fame pipe, that
fupplied his Majefty’s fhips, could eafily furnifh the town of
Burntifland, with foft water, of which it ftands much in need.
It would be juft, or at leaft, it would be generous, to accom=
modate 2 place, at prefent unable to help itfelf; a place, efpee
¢cially, that, upon every occafion, has furnithed a very large
proportion of brave men, for the navy; and, where many of
the lame, and the wounded, and many of the widows and the
fatherlefs, of thofe who have fuffered in the fervice of their
country, now refide.

It is furprifing, that the advantages of this harbour, fhould
have fo long been overlooked by the public; and no lefs fo,
that, in the prefent enterprifing mercantile age, they have not
been laid hold of, and improven. It is doubtlefs equal, if not
preferable toany in Scotland, for dry docks. Its vicinity to
Edinburgh, the capital of the kingdom, and its ready accefs,
by fea, to every quarter of the globe, certainly renders it eli-
gible for every fort of mercantile purfuit.

Shores.—To the weftward of the town, towards Aberdour,
the
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the thore is all rocky; and, from a quarter of a mile eaftward,
it is all fandy, till it joins the Pettycur harbour, near King-
born. Oppofite this fandy beach, the fea has made great in-
croachments, within thefe hundred years, and ftill continues
to gain ground. Near the town, however, the rocks arc a
perfe@ defence. From thefe rocks, there is as much fea
weed cut, every two years, as produces about 12 or 15 ton of
kelp. After gales of cafterly and foutherly winds, there fre
quently come on fhore, large quantities of tangles and fea
weeds, which are ufed as manure,’and anfwerwell for a feafon,

It might be mentioned here, how beneficial the rocks and
fhores are to the inhabitants of this place, particularly the
poor, from the large quantities of fhell-fith, that may be ga-
thered, of one kind or another, at all feafons; efpecially cockles,
which abound in the extenfive fands between Burntifland and
Kinghorn. A boy or girl may gather to the value, perhaps, of
3d. or 4d. in a few hours. Excellent oyfters are alfo to be had
near the town. The bed belongs partly to the borough, and
partly to the Earl of Morton.

Hills,~The moft remarkable hill, is that which lies about
half a mile north of the town. Itis very fteep, and clevated
between 500 and 6oo feet above the level of the fea. It yields
mofl exccllent pafture in any feafon ; is well watered and fhel-
tered, and withal, very extenfive. It would make onc of the
fineft inclofures in Scotland, particularly for fheep. From its
appcarance, one would almoft be induced to bclieve, it had
undergone fome violent commotion, and that the rocks on
each end were incrufted with fome thing like volcanic mat
ter.

It the fame line, to the eaftw 'rd, there is another very high
hill, cailed Lunearn, romashuble for having a fmall loch, er

lake,
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lake, upon its top, which never dries in any feafon. On the
north fide it is very fteep and rugged ;—the -appearance
frightful, from the projeQion of the ftones, and the immenfe
number that have tumbled down. The ftones, of which this
hill is compofed, feem to be of the Bafaltic kind. They are
moftly of a regular figure, ftand upon end, and are generally
from 2 to 4 feet long: All this makes it probable, that it
has once been the feat of a volcano, and the loch might be the
crater.————There is alfo, on the very fummit of this hill, a
flat piece of ground, furrounded with an immenfe number of
loofe ftones, called Agricola’s camp, or garrifon. The ftones
appear once to have been built, but not with mortar, or ce-
ment of any kind. It is highly probable this tradition is true:
—If we may believe Tacitus, it is certain, thatthe Romans
explored the north coaft of the Forth with their fhips. It is
no lefs fo, that fome of the legions were garrifoned during the
winter, near the coaft. Dunearn hill, from its fituation,
would moft naturally invite them, to take up their refidence
onit. Befides, the country from this, all the way to Benartie-
hill, near the Lommonds, exatly anfwers the defcription
which that hiftorian gives of it, in his account of the Roman
expedition on the north of Bodotria, i. e. Forth. It was
full, he fays, of hills, rocks, marfhes, woods, and lakes.
A little way to the north-eaft, is the hill of Orrock,
of confiderable extent, but not fo fteep as the two former.
It affords alfo excellent pafture. 1t is faid diamonds have been
found on it, and that it produces capillary herbs. There is
alfo a vitriolic fpring upon it. Next to Orrock is the
farm of Babie ; moft of which is hilly and high ground, but
yields good crops, both of corn and grafs. On thefe hills of
Orrock and Babie, feveral barrows or tumuli are to be feen, but
too large to be cafily removed. Some of them have, however,

been




430 Statiftical Account

been dug up, and difcovered the/bones of thofe antient ware
yiors over whem, they had been raifed.

With refpe& to the hills above mentioned, it may be ob.
ferved, that they Qrg' peculiarly adapted ifor fheep; being
verdant the greateft part of the year. The proprietors turn
them to good account, by the rearing and feeding of black cat.
tle; but doubtlefs, turning them into theep walks, would rend=r
them ftill more beneficial to themfelves, and ufeful to the
.country. The Bin moftly belongs to Roger Ayton, Efg. of
Inch-dairny ; Dunearn! to Dr Charles Stuart of Edinburgh;
Orrock to the Earl of Morton ; and Babic to William Fergu-
fon, Efq, of Raith.

Soif,————Between the hills and the fea, the foil is moftly
wery rich, and when properly cultivated, produces excellent
crops. The rent is generally from 4 to 44 bolls of barley,
or from L. 3 to L. 3:3 an acre. 'Wheat, barley, and beans,
are moft cultivated. The grain is of the beft quality, from
the warmpefs of the climate, owing to the furrounding hills.
The grounds, in the higher part of the parifh, are of a much
wnferior value, as may be fuppofed, from the lightnefs of the
foil, and their more elevated fituation: Notwithftanding
which, they bring a good rent to the proprietor. Few of the
tenants have regular tacks, and extenfive farms, ——They, in
general, follow the new mode of farming.—~The burdenfome
and injurious effeQs, of the feudal, fyftem are totally abalifhed
among them.

Ecclefiaflical State of the Parifp. The place of worthip
for the parifh, was formerly, about half a mile north of the
town. The remains of it are fiill to be feen, with the old mani,
and burial yard. It evidently appears to have been eriginally 3

Popith chapel, but when built, is not known.
' In
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In 1592, the parith growing more numerous, and, it may
be fuppofed, the inhabitants of the town, more wealthy, they
built 2 new church within the borough, atking nothing from
the heritors but their confent.  And, at the fame time, 2¢ an
inducement, granted them proper feats, with certain privi-
leges, taking the whole burden of building and repairing up-
on themfelves. It is a ftately fquare ftyucture, witha pavili-
on roof ; and, with a little more finithing, would be a moft
handfome place of worthip. That itis capacious, will appear
from a fact well known in this place, that it once held within
is walls, between jooo and 4000 Heffians, that were lying
encamped near the town, inthe year 1746.—There isalfo a
mecting-houfe for the Antiburgher Seceders.

The king is patron. The fripend confifts of 2 chalders
of barley, 2 of oats; L.Go in money, with a2 manfe and
giebe; and L. 5 for communion elementss  An augmentation
wag obtaimed within thefe 20 years. The free teind is ftill
very confiderable.

Population.~—The number of fouls, in the parith, may be
about 1100. Inthe report made to Dr Webfter, An. 1755,
they ave called 1390. The inhabitants of the borough are of-
ten fhifting. No regifter of burials has ever been kept.

Statz of the Poor.——The poor, within the borough, are ra-
ther numerous. None of them, however, beg. There being
no funds, they are fupplied by weekly, and extraordinary col-
leCtions at the church-doors. Such of them, as have their names
put on, what is called, the poors roll, get from 6d. to 15 aweek.
Their fupport muft be fmall, confidering from whence it ari-
fes. Moft of the heritors are non-refidenters, which makes
the burden fall heavy upon fuch asare any way able, or rather
well difpofed, to.rclieve the neceflitieo of the poor. Sucha

general
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general affeffment thould certainly take place in this, and ine-
very other parifh, as would affek the landlord and his tenant, in
fore juft proportion, according to their ability, whether in-
clined to be charitable or not, and whether of the eftablithed
church or diffenters : and, till this takes place, there is little
doubt, but that both the uncharitable and the Seceder, will
take but {mall fhare in the fupport of the poor.

«Quarries.—There is a very fine quarry of free ftone, 2 fmall
diftance north from the town, on the Grange eftate. Mot of
the new buildings along the coaft, to a confiderable diftance,
are furnifbed with hewn work from that quarry. About a mile
to the eaftward, and alfo to the weftward, there are inexhauf-
tible quarries of lime ftone, which is fent off in great quanti-
ties to the works at Carron, and other places. There is alfo
upon the fhore, near the town, excellent quarrics of hard
ftone, which is ufed for oven foles, and chimney grates; as |
they endure the greateft heat, and will laft for many years.—
There s alfo, on the eftate of Grange, a fort of marble, which
has been wrought, and takes a very fine polith.

Coal.—— At one period, it is certain, coal has been wrought
in this parifh; but how, or on what account 1t was given up,
is not now known. Of late, fome attempts have been made, by
Mr Wemyfs of Cuttlehill and others, to find coal ; but thefe
have been fo feeble, as by no means to be reckoned a fufficient
trial. But it is to be hoped, the proprietors will be induced to
renew their attempts, with more fpirit, and fuccefs.

Mifeellaneous Obfervations.~—There are 2 mills clofe to the
town, employed in making flour, meal, and barley. Oneof
them is ereCted upon the fea, which comes into a bay, on the

porth fide of the cftate of Rofiend. At an average it works the
: year
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year round, about 14 hours each day. On the fame water,
other profitable works might be ere@ed.——There is alfoa
diftillery in the neighbourhood of the town, in high repute for
making good whifky. But however profitable this, and other
works of the fame kind, may be, to the manufaturer, the land-
lord, and the farmer, there can be little doubt of their being
moft pernicious to the health, the morals, andtheinduftryof the
people at large.—There are; at prefent 3 large ftout boats, with
a fmall one, that goes at half tide. They crofs every day, when
paflengers caft up. And when once the quays are extended,
as now refolved on, therc will be paflage at all times, wind
and weather ferving,———It is alfo proper to mention, that
about § years ago, an ingenious foreign gentleman, in his
refearches about this country, difcovered in this parifh, a fort
of mould, (which appears to be rocks reduced by time to
earth) ; of which he afterwards fent to France two fhip loads.
He was very tenacious of making any difcoveries refpecting
its quality.—It is now knéwn, however, that the court of
France prohibited the importation of it. It is thought this {tuff
was ufed cither in the porcclain manufaétory, or for making
crucibles. The fhips were loaded from the earth, on the top
of a fmall hill, immediately to the north of the town.

‘ Vor. IL ‘ ' 31 ' ANUMBER.
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NUMBER XXXIX.

PARISH OF SELKIRK

(COUNTIES OF SELKIRK AND TEVIOTDALE.)

By the Rev. MR. TuoMAs RoOBERTsON.

Minifier of that Part:/b.

o

Name, Antient State, &5,

‘HE antient name of this parith is derived from the Cels

tic. Scheleckgrech *, (fince corrupted into Selkirk,)
fignifies, in that language, the kirk in the wood, or foreft;
exprefling thus, in one word, the fituation of the place itfelfy
and the ftate of the furrounding country.—It is probable, that
all the neighbouriug diftri€ts were formerly-one continued fo-
reft. 1t is certain, that the banks of the rivers, by which the
country is fo happily interfected, were once adorned with
woods ; aimdft which, thofe plaintive airs were produced, the
natural fimplicity of which, are the pride of Scotland, and the
admiration of ftrangers.—The foreft is now reduced to a ftate
of nakednefs. But exertions are now making to remedy this
evil, and the mufes, it is probable, will be again induced to
revific

* See Sir James Dalrymple’s antiquitics, p. 403+
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revifit their native groves, which are preparing for their recep-
tion *.

To reftore this country, however, to its former ftate of re-
fpeQtability, as well as beauty, it muft be indebted to the pro-
prietors of the foil, for replacing not only the woods, but the
inhabitants, which the impolitic praQice of adding farm to
farm, and the fatal operation of poors-rates, have compel-
led to leave their native home 4. It is painful to fee (as
in this parifh) one perfon rent a property, on which one hun-
dred inhabitants were reared to the ftate, and found a comfor-
table fubfiftance. It adds to the bleaknefs of the fcene, to
fee a few fhepherds ftrolling over the face of a country, which
formerly, was the nurfc of heroes, who were juftly accounted
the bulwark of their native foil, being ever readytobrave danger
and death in its defence. Of this we have a memorable proof,
in the pathetic lamentations of their wives and daughters, for
the difafter of the ficld of Flowden, ¢ where their brave for-
“ refters were 2’ wed away.”

Here too, the inhabitants of the town of Selkirk who
breathed the manly fpirit of real freemen, juftly merit parti-

312 cular

® The Landholders, [in general, are makiog cenfiderable plan-
tations § and, it is faid, the Duke of Buccleugh, inparticulsr, means
to referve, in all his future leafcs, the banks of the rivers, for plant-
jog. If planted with the Swedifh maple, the leaves swould
fornith food in confiderable quantitics, for their fhoep, during the
winter feafon,

+ The only additional circumftance tending to the depopulation
of this part of the country, is, the diffipation of the lower ranks,
which makes them afraid of marriage, and defirou: of enjoying the
pleafuree, without the burdens of matrimony.:
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cular attention. @f 100 citizens, who followed the fortune
of James IV. on the plains of Flowden, a few returned, load-
ed with the fpoils taken from the encmy. Some of thefe tro-
phies ftill furvive the ruft of time, and the effe@s of negli-
gence *.  The defperate valour of the citizens of Selkirk,
which, on thatfatal day, was eminently confpicuous to both
armies, produced very oppofite effets. The implacable re-
fentment of the Englifh reduce their defencelefs townto
afhes, whilft their gratefal fovereign ( James V.) thewed his
{enfe of their valour, by a grant of an extenfive portion of his
foreft, the trees for rebuilding their houfest, and the property, as
the reward of their heroifm 3. -

-Rivers,

* A Randard, the appearance of which befpeaks its antiquity, is
#ill carried annually, (on the day of riding their Common ), before
the Corporation of weavers, by a member of which, it was taken
from the Englifh, in the field of Flowden.—It may be sdded, that
the {fword of William Brydon, the town clerk, who led the citizens
to the batt.lc.(and who is faid to have been knlghtcd for his valour),
is &ill 1n the pofieflion of John Btydon, a citizen of Selkirk, his I
neal difcendant.

4 Some have wery falfely attributed to, this event, that fong,

« Up with the fouters of Selkuk, snd dowa with the Earl

of Hume.”

. There was no Earl of Hume at that time, nor was this fang com-
pofed till loog after.. It arofe from a heit betwixt the Philiphaugh
and Hume families ; the fouters (or fhoemakers) of Selkirk againft
the men of Hume, at a match of football, in which the fouters of Scl-
kirk completely gained, and afterwards perpetuated, their viftory
in that fong. .

$ The original grant was of 1000 acres, but of this the furrounds
ing
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Rivers. «—The rivers, Etterick and Yarrow, unite a little
above, and terminate in the Tweed, about a mile and a half
below,. Selkirk. For § miles above its junétion with the Et-
terick, the Tweed is ftill adorned with woods, and leads the
pleafed imagination to contemplate, what this country muft
have been, in former times. The Yarrow, for about § miles
above its juncion with Etterick, exhibits nature in a bold and
ftriking alpe&. Its native woods ftill remain, through which,
the ftream has cut its turbid courfe, deeply ingulphed amidit
rugged rocks. Here, certainly in a flood, ftood the deferip-
tive Thomfon when he faw it,

¢ Work and boil, and foam and thunder thro'.”

Newark-Cafile.——Upon a peninfula, cut out by the fur-
rounding ftream, in the middle of this fantaftically wild fcene
of grandeur and beauty, ftands the caftle of Newark, whofe
only inhabitanits now are the mopping owl, and chattering
daw. This is fuppofed by many, to be the birth place of
Mary Scot, the flower of Yarrow; but, the was defcended
from the Dryhope, and married into the Harden family.
Her daughter was married to a predeceffor of the prefent
Sir Francis Elliot, of Stobbs, and of the late Lord Heath<
field®,

Pown.

ing heritors have wrefted from the town of Selkirk, much mare
than the half, by a claim founded upon the right of pafturage. The
town ftill draws a revenue of about L. 250 per annum, from the
remainder.

* Thereisa circumftance, in theircontraQl of mariiage, that merits
attention, as it ftrongly marks the predatory fpirit of the times. The
father-in-law agrees to keep his danghter, for fome time after the

marriage
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Tewn.——The town of Selkirk is pleafantly fitnated on 2
rifing ground, and enjoys an extenfive profpeét, in all direc-
tivns, efpecially up and down the river Etterick. The foil a-
xound it, is dry, and the harveft early. From its open fitua-
tion, and almeoft equal diftance from both feas, it is lefs rai-
ry than any other part of this country. By a meafure of rain
kept accurately for ten years, and compared with one kept at
Hawkhill, in the neighbourhood of Lcith, for the fame time,
Selkirk was found to exceed only ene half inch yearly *.——
There is no place in this country fo free from epidemical dif-
eafess and were the citizens equally fupplied with the other
comforts of life, as with wholefome air, no town in Scotland
would produce a greater number of aged inhabitants. There
a good many from 70 to 80, 3 at and above go, and one died
lately at 106.

That Selkirk, though diftant from ceal, is happily fituated
for carrying on the woolen trade, Hawick on the one hand,
and Gallathiels on the other, clearly demonftrate. But it is
a royal burgh, and as fuch, fuffers in all its beft intercfts, and
focial intercourfe. To acquire political power, and not com-
mercial property, is the great obje of the principal citizens.
There is, however, one exception, a confiderable incle manu-
faQtory being very fuccefsfully caried on, by Baillic William

Roger,

marriage, for which the fon-in-law binds himfelf to give him the pre-
fits of the firft Michaelmas moon.

® By a regular attention to the pluviameter, barometer and
Tabrenheit’s thermometer, for ten years, the mean quantity of
rain yearly is 315 inches. The medinm heighth of the barometer
29,%. The medivm of heat 43 degrees. Nor did the mediumof
Ieat differ ong degree during thefe ten yeass.
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Roger, {which regularly employs 50 hands,) and by whofe in-
fluence, a ftocking manufaQory is attempted on a fmall {cale.
A tannage, too, in the neighbourhood, is the property of oac
of the inhabitants.

The burgh lands of Selkirk are worth more than L. 1000
per anmum, and are divided into a great number of fmall pro-
pertics. This circumitance, alfo, tends to damp that {pirit for
manufactures and commerce, by whichtheinhabitants of towas
are in general diftinguithed. Such is the rage of the citizens
to become lairds, that all their wealth is laid out in purchalng
acres or half acres, on which many of them, and the wretched
beafts that till them, are half ftarved. As all the burgh lands,
are, in the occupancy of the proprietors, there is none to be
rented. A few fpots have been got for nurferies, at L. 3. per
acre.——The burgh lands fell from L. 40 to L. 70 per acre,
Englith meafure.

8tate of Agriculture, and of Sheep Farming.—The lands in
this parifh are generally hilly, and more adapted to pafture
than tillage; but moft of the farms have a large portion of
low ground, lying towards, and along the fides of the rivers.
They have not hitherto been managed tothatadvantage of which
they are very capable. If you afk the farmers, why they plough
the faces of their hills, by which they hurt their theep walk,
and derive not from their miferable returns, an equivalent for
feed and labour ? If you afk them why they cut their bea-
ty paftures, the belt fupport of their fheep in the winter
frofts? they anfwer, Becaufe they cannot fupport their black
cattle in winter without thefe aids, as they can neither raife
hay nor turnips. How cafily might this evil be remediced, and
the value of their farms encreafed, by drawing a ftone dyke a-
leng their low grounds, and confining the farmer to a proper
management
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management of thefe, as the only arable part of his farm. For
example, one-fourth oats, one-fourth turnips, potatoes, &c.
one-fourth barley, and one-fourth hay. This rotation will af-
ford every farmer in this parith, abundant fupport;for his fami-
ly, his flocks, and his cattle, however fevere the winter may
be. From what calamitics would not this preferve them; we
fhould not then fee them when ftorms arife, driving their
ftarved flocks to the lefs fnowy hills of Annandale; nor pur-
chafing hay at an extravagant price, and carrying it :through
almoft impaffable roads to their flocks, when their {tomachs
are too weak to receive or digeft it. The mamagement of
flocks begins to be better underftood, and the farmers, by put-
ting fewer upon the fame ground, have encreafed the fize of
their fheep, lefiened the difeafes to which they are Liable, and
improved the quantity and quality of the wool, more than by
all the other means, hitherto difcovered. .

To two difeafes, of a very ferious nature, the flocks here.
are ftill expofed. The one, a fever, to which the hogs or .
theep of the firft year are fo liable in winter, and efpecially
. in variable weather, with intermitting frofts, that the farmer
reckons himfelf fortunate, if he lofes only three of each feore
in his hirfle. This Mifeafe, (the braxy, as fome call it), has
been examined, and is found to arife from the withered
grafs on which the animal then feeds, and the want cither of
liquid, or mufcular motion in the ftomach to diffolve it. The
confequence is, that the dry and unconcoted food enters the
inteftines in an impervious ftate ; the obftru&tions excite an
inflammation, a fever and mortification, of which the animal
dies. A remedy, has, with fuccefs, been attempted. Turnips,
from their purgative nature, have been found capable, not oa-
ly of preventing, but of curing the difeafe.  The tops of

. g
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firs, howover, from their refinous nature, (if fuch plantations
are weeding) will be found {till more effectual®. .

The other difeafe, knowa only within thefe 50 years, is of
a much more alarming nature, as it affeCs not only our whole
flocks, but the fhepherds and their dogs. It is a fpecies of
tick, with which our paftures fwarm. They begin to appear
about the end of March, and retire about the middle of Aue
guk. Unlike to the other animals of the blood-fucking'tribe,
which fall off when full, thefe feldom let go the hold, till, if
their number is fufficient, they drain the whole blood in the
bedy of their fuffering victim. Numbers of theep, of all ages,
but efpecially the young, dic of this difeafe. The fheep too,
that furvive it, peftered with thefe vermin, feed not to the
condition or value they otherwife would. Burning the benty
paftures where they breed in the {pring, is found to leffen the
evil ; but no means are yet difcovered by which it can be era-
dicated. An experiment was tried, laft year, by a farmer in
this parifh, who anointed the bare part of the thigh of fix of
the moft difeafed Jambs in his flock with mercurial ointment 3
and the thepherd, who was to obferve the confequence, de-
clared, that the following day he carefully examined them, and
found not a fingle tick upon one of them : and being further
defired to watch if they remained clean, declared they did.—
Should this remedy prove effeclual, it will coft only a halfpens
oy per theep *.

It is an waiverfal pradice in this place, to falve, or fmear

Vor. IL 3K the

* Tt is prebahle that falt would anfwer the fame purpofe.

+ A mercurial preparation, or one made up with arfenic, or e-
ven any decoQion made from tobacco, or, the common broom,
will kill thefe vermin when on the fkin. In the pafture, liming,
or watering, will anfwer the purpofe effeGually. ’
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the theep with a compofition of butter or tar, which, though
it fpoils the colour, yet is faid to improve the quality, and to
increafe the quantity of the wool. It faves the flocks alfo,
from the influerice of the winter rains, from fcab and ver-
min of every kind, except the tick.

The quantity of tar, ufed in fmearing the fheep, varies ac-
cording to the height of the fheep walk, and the want of thel-
ter. In the low parts of the country, they do not ufe one half
of the quantity, that is neceffary in the high lands ; which i
from 1 to 3 lb. of butter to each Scots pint of tar.

The farms here are never valued according to the quantity
of acres, but the quantity of fheep they will maintain ; and
the pafture of thefe, according to their fize, and the foundpefs
of the ground, is valaed at from 1s 6d. to 3s. per head.——o
The grounds on the eaft fide of the Etterick are all green, and
may be called downs, rather than hills ; thofe betwixt Etterick
and Tweed are heathy and high; the Peat-law, and Three
‘Brethren, in particular, two of thefe hills, are, the firft 1964,
and the laft 1978 feet above the level of the fea, and from
1604 to 1618 above the bed of the river at Selkirk.

Markets—This place is well fupplicd with excellent lamb af-
ter the 2oth of May, and high-flavoured mutton, from the
20th of June to Martinmas; and, if the winter is mild, to
Chriftmas. The veal is not good, but the farmers, who are
in the habit of buying Highland cattle, and feeding them for
a year, fupply the market with very fine fmall beeves, and
make a very good rent, as they buy from L.3: 10, to L. 4,
and fell from L. 6 : 10 to L. 7.——A few of the farms that are
inclofed, have raifed as fine turnips, and exhibit as good 2
breed of cattle, as are to be met with any where. One far-
mer, this feafon, fed his 3 year olds, from 5o to Go ftone,

and
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and from 3 to 6 ftone of tallow, and fold them from L. 16 te
L.17.

General State.—~The number of fheep in this parith are com-
puted to be 22000: horfes, 265, of which two thirds are
farm horfes ; black cattle, 735. Valued rent, L. 15826 Scots.
Real rental, L. 4223 fterling. Country heritors, 17; bur-
gage heritors, 915 farmers, 26. The ftipend 100 guineas,
per annum, with a manfe and a glebe. The Duke of Rox-
burgh is patron. The parifh, exclufive of the lands of
Todridge, which are detached, and at a confiderable diftance,
may be about 10 miles fquare.

Population.—The number of examinable perfons, about ge
years ago, i8 faid to have been 1700. The number of fouls,
as reported to Dr Webfter, for the year 1755, was-1793. By
an exa&t furvey, lately made, the number of all ages, now ex-
ifting, amounts to nearly 700, in the country, and 1000 in
the burgh ®. There is in Selkirk, a meeting of Burgher Se-
ceders, the only one in the country. What their number may
be in Selkirk parith is not accurately known ; but it cannot be
confiderable, There are no Roman catholics. The medium
number of births, deaths, and marriages, for the laft 3 years,
were calculated, and found to be, births, 43 ; deaths, 35;
marriages, 19, annually.

The Poor.— Poors-rates have long been eftablithed here, to
the great prejudice of induftry and virtue, among the lower
clafs of citizens. ¢ The parith is bound to fupport us,” is

their

* Any decreafe of population is entirely in the country part of
the parifh, as the numbers in the burgh, have, for more thana
ecatury, been nearly the fame.
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their apology for diffipation, through every petiod of life.
The young men receive, per annum, from L.6 to L. 8 of wa-
ges, and the young women, from L. 3:10 to L. 4 : 10, with
their maintenance. Labourers, 13 in fammer, 1s 2d. in har-
veft, and 10d in winter, per day. Wonien from 6d. to 84. in
fummer, and 1s in harveft. This, however, isinadequate to
their expences, when they are in health, and makes them
a conftant burden upon the public, whenever any nrisfortune
happens to them. Such a mode of living is but a miferable
preparation for the eares of matrimony, and the burden of a
family. In that ftate, the ruftic beau finks into a peevifh and
complaining churl. The gaily attired thepherdefs becomes a
prey to ftupid infenfibility and floth, equally indifferent about
. her perfon and her houfchold affaives and the virtue of
both; if it hath withftood the attacks of youthful diflipation, is
again fubjeéted to the dangers, which arife from the refilefs
calls of pinching poverty, and the cries of ftarving infants..
The extinftion of fmall farms, which has barred their ambi-
tion; and damped any fpirit of occonomy, is here attended
with fatal effe€ts ; whilft their unfortunate dependanoe upon
the poors funds, makes them lefs difpofed to induftrious exer-
tion. This, too, diffolves the ties of natural affeion, while
it multiplies the number, and increafes the neceflitics of the
poor.  If the children fuffer from the want of economy and
virtue in their parents, the parents ate abundantly repaid by
the negle® of their children, when bending under the double
load of infirmity and indigence. They will tell you, without
a blufh, that the parifh is better able to fupport their aged pa-
vents, than they arey while you will fee them, at the fame
time, in the prime of life, unclogged with families, in-
dulging themfelves in every fpecies of debauchery common to
that rank of life. But the mifchief ends not with them ; ma-
ny who fill higher ftations, and whofe circumftances are not

‘only
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only eafy but affiluent, make their contributing to the poors
funds an excufe for throwing’their near relations a burden up-
on the public. While the feelings of nature are thus ftified,
and its laws are thus tranfgreffed, it were devoutly to be wifh-
ed, that the laws refpeQing the poor, produéive of fo many
baneful confequences, would provide this equitable antidote:
« that all who are in circumftances, and who, by law, would
fucceed totheproperty of anyone, weretheyrich, fhouldbe oblig-
ed to maintain them when poor.” The public, as it isonlythe laft
heir, ought to beonly the laft refort, of thofe who have none
elfe to fupport them. From thefe obfervations, it would ap-
pear, that poors-rates, without a fyftem of management not
yet praltifed in the country parifhes, is unfriendly to the caufe
of virtue in general, and to the beft interefts of thofe they are
intended to ferve.——It is an undoubted fa&k, that, when peo-
ple are taught to depend upon amy means of fupport, which
flow not from their own laudable induftry and economy, the
meannefs of the thought degrades every virtue, and opens the
door to every vice, that can debafe the foul. Their.only de-
pendance ought to be upon their own labour and exertions,
which, when joined to economy, will always furnifh them
with the means of a decent maintainance. Promoting their
induftry is the beft provifion that can be made for them. Pre-
miums are cheatfully given for the encouragement of com-
merce: Might not the fame means be employed, for promoting
virtue and induftry in humble life ! A very {mall fum, pro-
perly laid out for that purpofe, would do more good, than all
that is beftowed on the prefent fyftem. With what honour-
able pride would not the poor man’s heart fwell, and with
what renewed vigour and alacrity, would he not difcharge the
duties of his ftation, whan he felt his virtues publicly regard-
ed, and rewarded by his fellow citizens? With what thame
and remorfe, would not the profligate wretch endeavour to

) conceal
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conceal his mifery, defpifed and condemned by thofe among
whom he lived, and without any juft claim to their affiftance ?
Even during the infirmities of age, their fupport fhould bea
voluntary gift, and not compulfatory; and fhould depend upon
the charalter they maintained, in their carly days, for their
.honefty and virtue.

The number of the poor, though gradually increafing, con-
ftantly varies. There were, upon the roll of laft year, in the
country part of the parifh, 20; and the annual fum provided
for their relief, was L. 54:12. In the burgh, the number
was 22, the fum provided was L. Go.

The colle&ions, at the church-door, are dedicated to the
relief of incidental misfortunes, among thofc who have no
fhare in the fund above mentioned, or who happen to fall in-
to circumftances of peculiar diftrefs, between the meetings of
the managers. By thefe means, many are prevented from
coming upon the funds, to which, on every occafion, they
difcover a ftrong propenfity, and which it is not always eafy
to hinder.

All the money momﬁed to the poor of this parifh, is 200
merks, the donation of William Ogilvie, Efq. of Hartwood-
mires; of which, the kirk-feflion are managers.

Scarcity in 1782.——The parifh produces much more grain,
(wheat excepted) than is fuflicient for the fupport of the in-
habitants.——In 1782, however, the crop was very deficient,
and the poor were reduced to very great diftrefs To encreafe
-the poors funds proportionally was a dangerous experiment,
and could only extend to fuch as were ypon the roll. To re-
lieve the neceffities of all the indigent, by donation sin mealor
.money, wasimpoffible. A fcheme, much more effe&ual than
either, wasadopted by the town of Selkirk :—They put L. 5o
inta the hands of a citizen well acquainted with the ftate of

the
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the country, and the vi€tual trade, with power to purchafe
meal, wherever he found it of the beft quality, and moft rez-
fonable, and to retail it at prime coft, among the parifhioners.
By thefe means all were regularly fupplied, below the retail
price, till that was reduced from 2s 10d. to 2s 2d. per ftone.
By this plan, the town loft only the intereft of the L. 50, and
1s per day to their agent, while they did a more eflential fer-
vice to the whole inhabitants of the parifh, than if 100 gui-
neas had been diftributed amongft them. Even the poor of
other parithes, when meal was not clfewhere to be had,
were permitted to fhare in the advantages of this plan.

Mifeellaneous Obfervations.—The rivers, fields, and woods,
in the neighbourhood, abound with all the fith, game, birds of
fong, of prey, and of the migratory fpeeies, common in the
fouthern parts of Scotland. Among the multitude of fpar-
tows, bred in the thatched roofs of the houfes in Selkirk, ome
appeared, fome years ago, perfe@ly white. It was more flen-
der and more beautiful in its appearance, than the common
fparrows, and, in fome refpeits, refembled a canary bird;
but was of a purer and more gloffy white. There is
at Haining-Lin, in the neighbourhood of Selkirk, a fpring of
fteel water; from which, though it is but weak, the poor of
a fcorbutic or fchrophulous habit, derive advantage.
The only foffil, that merits attention in this place, is, an inex-
hauftible fund of fhell marle. It produces wonderful effeéts
upon light and dry foils; but its utility to the country in ge-
neral, muft depend upon the difcretion with which it ufed,
and the terms at which it can be purchafed.——In this parith
there remain no monuments of antiquity, but fome military
ftations, and a foffee perfetly vifible on both fides of the Yar-
row, which was the weftern defence of Montrofe’s camp, be-
fore the battle of Philiphaugh. It was probably thrown up,

@
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to prevent any furprize from the Harehead wood, to which
it is very mear, and runs almoft parallel. — Some fkulls
of the urus®, and a Roman fpear, with which thefe animals
were deftroyed, were found lately, in a mofs, near to Sel-
kirk, and prefented to the fociety of antiquaries.
One of the moft diftinguifhed charalters, which this, or asy
parith in Scotland, has'given birth to, in modern times, was
Andrew Pringle, Lord Alemoor, whofe amiable manner;,
learning, and cloquence, rendered him equally the objedt of
admiration, as the friend, the fcholar, and the judge. De-
ftined by nature, to fill the higheft departments in the flat,
with honour to himfelf, and advantage to his countsy; a-
though his bodily infirmities damped thefe profpe&s when ful
in view, and with-held from the public the great fervices for
which his abilities were formed, yet they robbed him not of
gaiety of mind, fuavity of manners, philanthropy, and public
{pirit, till they laid him, (much lamented by his friends ad
eountry), in am untimely grave.

* For the defcription of this animal, and the honorary rewarls
eonferred on thofe who diftinguifhed themfelves in deftroying thes,
fec Czfar’s Commentarics, lib. vi. chap. §.

NUMBER




-

of Fortingal, 449‘

NUMBER XL

PARISH OF FORTINGAL

(COUNTY OF PERTH.)

By the Rev. - MRr. Duncan M‘Ara.

e

. Name, Situation, Soil, &'c.

NORTINGAL, it is thought, derives its name from a Ros

man camp, at the weft end of the diftri®. A late hifto.
rian, and fome others, have thought, that Agricola fought
with the Caledonians on that fpot ; but this does not feem pro-
bable ; as he would have been neceflarily expofed to infinite
danger, in marching through woods, and numerous defiles,
before he could have reached that places The encampment
itfelf, however, might give rife to the name, as Feart-nin-gal,
in the Gaelic, figniCes, the works or exploits of fh'angers.

To Fortingal, is joined another parochial diftri€t, called
Kilchonan. Both liein the middle of the Grampian hills.—
This ‘parith, compofed of thefe two, is the fartheft to the
north-weft of the county of Perth, and the moft Highland pa«
rith in Perthfhire. It lies within the fynod of Perth and
Stirling, and prefbytery of Dunkeld. Its boundaries may te
feen in Stobie’s map of Perthfhire. Its length will be full 37
miles ; its mean breadth about 17. It confifts of the
following diftri&s; Fortingal, Glenlyon, and Ranoch; bee

Vou. I 3L fides
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fides an eftate of 16 ploughs, containing 8 villages, fituated
fouth of Tay-bridge, 8 miles diftant from the manfe and
church.

The diftri& of Fortingal, including lands that run in a line
with it, which are in the parifh, is near 5§ miles in length.
The river Lyon runs through the bottam, which is not above
half a mile in breadth ; but the hills are in tillage pretty high
up. Itis a fertile beautiful bottom. The foil is dry, light,
and rather gravellifh. Woods and clumps of trees are in a-
bundance, and have a fine effe. There are 26 villages, or
little towns in it.

From thg weft point of it, the road leads to Glenlyon ;—an
exceeding long narrow glen ;—in tillage, and inhabited for
28 miles weftward. The plain, by the fide of the river, is
generally not above a gun-fhot over. There is a continued
ridge of fome of the higheft mountains in the kingdom, on
both fides of this glen. Many of the villages have not any
funthine, for 3 or 4 monthsin winter.——The grazings and
thealings, belonging to the country, extend 8 miles farther
weftward: and there fome fhepherds refide even in winter.
The hills are green, almoft half way up, and afford excellent
pafture.——The air, in two-thirds of this country, is fome-
what chilly, but abundantly dry and healthy. In the braes
it is moift and cold. The foil below, is of the fame qualiry
'with that in Fortingal. The productions of both, however,
tipen as early as thofe of any other part of the county. In the
head of the diftrict, the foil is good, but the climate bad.—
The crop feldom comes to any kind of perfe@ion. There arc
28 villages here, -all in a line, belonging to the parith.

From the eaftmoft corner of Fortingal, the road leads to
Ranoch, the neareft village of which, is 11 miles diftane
from this place. This county, from near Tumble bridge,
~where it begins, is 21 miles in length ; the bottom about 2

2 wile
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mile in breadth. The grazings, nerth and north-weft, exs
tend 7 or 8 miles, ftill further beyond the inhabited part of
the country. It is highly elevated; the air is uncommonly
moift, damp, and cold. The foil, at the bottom of the coun-
try, is good, intermixed with mafs and clay, butdirty. The
foil, on both fides of the loch, is very indifferent ; and, atthe
head of the country, is exceedingly bad. Mildews often ruin
all the crops. There are many large woods of birch, and a
pretty extenfive fir wood, which grows naturally, and ferves
all the country round with excellent timber. This is all that
remains of that immenfe foreft of fir, which once covered the
muirs in this part of the Highlands. Every where the country
people dig for roots of fir, inthe mofies, both for light and
firewood. In Ranoch, there are 32 villages in the parifh,
and 3 belonging to the parith of Logierait.

Hills, Lakes, Rivers, &’c.——As to hills, lakes, rivers, and
muirs, we have them in abundance. Loch-Ranoch, in the
middle of that country, is 12 miles long; Loch-Errack, a
part of which i6 in this parifh, is in length 24 miles. They
arz both about a mile in breadth. Befides thefe, there are
Loch-Lyon, and a number of fmall lochs, fcattered through
the muirs; fome of them a mile in length. All thefe are ftor-
ed with a vaft variety of trout, perch, &c. In Ranoch they
catch trouts from 1 Ib. to 24 Ib. weight.

The great rivers are the Lyon, the Errack, and the Gauir.
The two latter, when they iflue from Loch-Ranoch, are cal-
led the Tymble, a river as large as the Tay, where they join.
In the Lyon, falmon are caught from the beginning of April,’
to September, and are fold from 4d. to 6d. a pound.

Thichallin, (which fignifies the Maiden’s Breaft, its form
being quite round,) is one of the higheft hills in the ifland.
According to one menfuration, its height is 3,564 feet; ac-

3L 2 o cording
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cording to another, 3,587 feet above the level of the fea.
Some of the hills of Glenlyon, and Bein-Ardlanich, in Ra-
noch, are not much lower.

There is a fine fountain, iffuing from the foot of Thichal-
lin; to which: people refort, when they have any gravellith
complaint. It is highly diuretic, and carries off fand and fmall
ftones, through the urinary paffages.

There are feveral fmall veins of lead ore, jutting out here
and there, in the rocks, behind Fortingal. There is one in
Glenlyon, that had been wrought for a fhort fpace, about 6o
years ago ; but it did not anfwer the expence. Perhaps this
was, in fome meafure, owing, to there being no roads in the
country, at that time, (everything being then carried on horfe-
back), which occafioned too much expence, in tranfporting
the ore, &c. . : :

Population, Horfes, Sheep, ¢&'c.~~—The number of fouls is
3;914. The return to Dr Webfter was 3,859. But the pre-
fent incumbent, who then held the living, fent only the a-
mount of his examination roll. It is not known, whether Dr
‘Webfter, as in the cafe of Largs, (fec p. 362,) calculated,
from certain data, the number of fouls, from the amount of
examinable perfons reported to him; or whether, he fuppofed,
the number returned contained the whole inhabitants in the
parith. There is every reafon to believe, that the females are
600 more than the males.—The regifter of baptifmsl is nei-
ther exa&t nor complete. There were regiftered, during the
3 years preceding 1791, as follows; 98,—108,—1§2: a good
many years ago, the number of baptifms was 124. Marria-
ges in thefe years, were 32,—30,~~36. No account at ail
can be given of the deaths, owing to there being 7 different
burial grounds. According to the beft information, that can
be got, there are 487 children below 5, and 447 between §
and 10 years of age. It may be added, that fewer children

die
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die in the Highlands, than almoft any where, particularly
fince inoculation has been fo univerfally practifed ; which it
has been, for a good many years back, to the faving of many
lives. :

In general, the people are pretty long lived- Many are be-
‘tween 8o and 9o ;——fome between 9o and 100 ;5 a few live be-
yond that age. There is, at prefent, a gentleman, living,
and ftill healthy and ftrong, aged 103, who attended a fune-
ral the firft year of this century, and bore arms under the
Marquis of Atholl, the year before the Union. 'We have al-
fo a woman born the fame year with him. The prefen: in-
cumbent likewife knew, about 30 years ago, one Donald Ca-
meron, who lived, it was credibly afferted, to the ahazing
age of 127! .

The number of tenants is 354 ; of crofters 105 ; of cotta-
gers, 250; of men fervants, 1523 of maid fervants, 289. A-
mong the cottagers are the handy-crafts-men, who ferve the
country.

The parifh is, at leaft in fome diftriéts of it, greatly depo-
pulated, fince the year 1754. No lefs than 105 tenants have
been removed, and between 6o and 76 cotragers. The com-
miflioners, upon the lately annexed eftates, began this, by let-
ting extenfive farms, and others have followed the example.
Upon the whole, the population is faid to have decreafed by
fome hundreds, fince that time. Some, but not many, “have
emigrated to America. The moft of them have gone fouth-
ward to the towns. N

There are no Papifts, Seceders, nor Jacobites, although the
latter were formerly numerous. There are about a dozen of
Epifcopalians.

The people here live, a full half of the year, moftly npon po-
tatoes. This root, with a little milk, butter, beef, or mut-
ton, which the tenants commonly have, makes excellent food.

: Even
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Even the poor, have about half a year’s provifion from pota-
toes ; which they eat along with a little butter, and the flef
of an old ftheep or twe, which they kill for that purpofe.

The number "of horfes is 819; of cows, 2310; of fheep,
27,286, or nearly fo. The value of a highland cow is from
L. 3 to L. 4. Two year old wedders fell from 8s. to 10s. three
year olds, from 11sto 13s.

Rent, Heritors, Stipendy &'c.—=The rent of this parifh, in-
cluding the gentlemens farms, is full L. 4,660. The flipend,
befides glebe and grafs, worth about L. 4 a year, is L.g5: 11:04
with allowance of L. §: 11 : ox for communion elements. The
charge is uncommonly laborious. For two fabbaths, the mi-
nifter preaches at Fortingal ; the third at 13 ; the fourth at 15 ;

and the fifth at 24 miles diftance, in different parts of hispa- |

rith. At prefent he has an itinerant minifter to afi?

‘him.
There are 11 heritors in the parifh, 8 of whom refide init.
There has been but little change of property for a century

pafts only fome wadfets turned into feus, or exchanges of |

feus. The Gaelic is the language that is commonly fpoken.

Poor.~The poor beg from houfe to houfe. Such as are
deemed fit objeCts, have afliftance from the funds, according
to their neceflities. The funds arife from the weekly collec-
tions, and from fmall fines. The amount of the ftock at pre-

fent, is L. 92. Colletions are about L. 36 per annum. Three |

different and diftant places in the parith, have each their kirk-
feflions, and boxes, as they are called. At three different
ti:'nes, when meal was uncommenly fcarce, from L. 10 to
L.15. at a time, was expended, to bring meal to the country.
"This was fold to crofters and tradefmen, at the Perth prices,
which to them was a faving of half a crown per boll. The

begging
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begging poor have a fhare of every thing the tenants can af-
ford; meal, wool, milk, &c. They go about, twice or thrice
a year, lay by alittle, then apply to fpinning, or fome little
induftry, to procure themfelves fome of the neceflaries,
or conveniencies of life. It would be deemed impious
to refufe an alms, or a night’s quarters to a poor perfon. —
There are a great many beggars from other places. Thie on-
ly grievance, in this refpect, is from fwarms of tinkers, fai-
lors, and vagrants, from the great towns, who, by dreadfal
imprecations and threatenings, extort charity, and immedi-
ately wafte it in drunkennefs and riot. Thefe are often guil-
ty of theft, fometimes of robbery.

Prices, Wages, t'c.—Butcher meat is fully as high priced
as in the great towns. Cheefe, 6s. butter, 12s. the ftone ; a
hen, 6d. 12 eggs, 3d. A fervant man’s wages are from L. 5
to L.6. A maid’s, from L.2:10, to L. 3. taylors, fhoe~-
makers, and day labourers, get 6d, carpenters 8d, and ma-
fons 14d, befides maintenance.

The general run of farms is, from 4 to 6 acres laboured
land. Some few have 12 acres; ftill fewer have double that
quantity. The rent is principally paid for the grafs. The
whole tenants of the parifh are reftriCted to a certain number
of cattle, which they muft not exceed. A crofter pays foran
acre of ground, and the privilege of keeping a cow and 6
theep, L. 1:13 :4; for 2, double that fum. A tenant, for his’
§ or 6 acres, 2 horfes, 10 cows, and their followers, 100 fheep
and their lambs, pays L. 20, and alittle more fometimes. Few
of the tenants have a man fervant. A village or two, join a-
bout a fhepherd. The fheep are never houfed, the ftormsne- -
ver being heavy, owing to the wefterly fituation.

‘We have no ale-houfes, but ten whifky houfes. The con-
fumption of this fpirit is not half what it was.

Schools.
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Schools—The Society for propagating Chriftian - Knowledge
have erefted 4 charity fchools in the parith. The falary of
their fchoolmafters is L. 10. The people, who are diftant
from thefe, and the parifh fchool, pay.for a boy to teach their
children to read and write. We have 6 of thefe private
fchools.

Curiofitiesy and Mifcellaneous Obfervations.—Among our cu-
riofities, may be rcckoned a yew ‘tree, in the church yard
of Fortingal, 52 feet round. An old a& of parliament, or-
dered all the burial grounds in the kingdom, to be planted with
yews for bows. This is probably the only remaining one, and
an extraordinary tree it is.

The Roman camp, already mentioned, is certainly the far-
theft inland one, of any that has been hitherto obferved. The
ditch and rampart are filled up, or broken down, in many pla-
ces, by the plough. The Prxetorium is quite complete : The
area within is about 80 acres. The late Lord Breadalbine em-
ployed fome labourers to dig for antiquities : all they got was
three urns. Roman- coins have been got in different places,
in the country adjacent.

There are a great many forts throughout every diftri&t in
the parith. They are circular, from 30 to 50 feet diameter,
built with immenfe ftones. One would wonder, how they
could be moved, without machines. Their height is inconfi+
derable, not above g feet ; but a good many of the ftones have
fallen. They are in view of one another, which would make
one think they might be alarm towers. They extend from
Dunkeld to Glerorchy, and perhaps farther. These are two
much larger, that had outworks ¥

Before

# According to tracition, a battle was fought in Bunranaoch,
betwist
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Before the year 1745, Ranoch was in an uncivilized bar.
barous ftate, under no check, or reftraint of laws. As an e«
vidence of this, one of the principal proprictors, never could
be compelled to pay his debts. Two meflengers were fent
from Perth, to give hima charge of horning. He ordered a
dozen of his retainers to bind them acrofs two hand-barrows,
and carry'them, in this ftate, to the bridge of Cainachan, at
9 miles diftance. His property in particular was a neft of
thieves. They laid the whole country, from Stirling to Cou-
par of Angus, under contribution, obliging the inkabitants to
pay them, Black Meal, as it is called, to fave their property
from being plundered. This was the center of this kind of
traffic. In the months of September and O&ober, they ga-
thered to the number of about 300, built temporary huts,
drank whifky all the time, fettled accounts for ftolen cattle,
and received balances. Every man then bore arms. It would
have required a regimenc to have brought a thief from that
country. ~ But Government having fent a party of foldiers to
refide among them, and a thicf having been hung at their
doors, they foon felt the neceflity of reformation, and they

Vor. 1i. 3 M : are

betwixt King Robeit and Edward’s adherents. 'The place where
the latter came dowa to the country, is called Glen Saffan, ¢ The
Eaglifhman’s Glen ;” the ground where they firft fought, is called
Innerchadden, ¢ the point where the battle began;” the fpot
where Robert got the viftory, is called, Dailchofnie, ¢ the field of
viftory.” Two miles to the eaftward, is a laige wood, where King
Robert is faid to have concealed himfelf, for fome time, after a de-
feat near the borders of Arglefhire. [he ground all around is rough,
flony and full of precipices There was but one ford upon the Tumble,
for feveral miles. This was hard by. Tiie hut, where he lodged, is
ftill called, in the Gaclic language, the King's Houfe, the ford,
the King’s Ford ; and the eminence above, the King’s Watch
Tower. ‘
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are now as honeft, and as ftri€t a fet of people, in thefe mat-
ters, as any in the kingdom.

In the year 1754, the country was almoft impaffable. There
were no roads, nor bridges. Now, by the fatute-labour, we
have got excellent roads, and r2 bridges. In a few years, we
fha!! have other two, which is all that could be defired. The
people contribute chearfully and lxbcrally to build them, and
this preferves many lives.

At the above period, the bulk of the tenants in Ranoch had
no fuch thing as beds. They lay on the ground, with a litte
heather, or fern, under them, One fingle blanket was all
their bed-cloaths, excepting their body-cloaths. Now they
have ftanding-up beds, and abundance of blankets. At that
time, the houfes in Rannoch were huts of, what they called,
¢ Stake and Rife.” One could not enter but on all fours ; and
after entering, it was impoflible to ftand upright. Now there
are comfortable houfcs built of ftone. Then the people were
miflerably dirty, and foul-fkinned. Now they are as cleanly;
and are clothed as well as their circumftances will admit of,
The rents of the parith, at that period, were not much above
L. 1500, and the people were ftarving. Now they pay L4660
per annum, and upwards, and the people have fulnefs of
bread.

It is hardly poffible to believe, on how little the Highland-
ers formerly lived. They bled their cows feveral times in the
year, boiled the blood, eat a little of it like bread, and a2 moft
lating meal it was. The prefent incumbent has known a2
poor man, who had a fmall farm hard by him, by this means,
with a boll of meal for every mouth in his family, pafs the

.wholc year.

The circumftances, which have occafioned the greater wealth
and abundance of the prefent times, are, the planting of fo
many potatoes, the advance in the price of cattle and fTheep,

" e
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the greager induftry of the people, the ftop that has been put
to the depredations of thicves, and the people, inftead of rear-
ing black cattle, having turned their farms inta fheep-walks,
which they find much more profitable. Thefc are likewife the
caules of the great rife of reat. In 1754, the tenants planted
perhaps one lippie or two of potatoes. Now they plant a boll,
two bolls, or more, They keep the potatoe ground very clean.
The general increafe is 12 bolls or more. Few fowed any
Jintfeed at that time. Perhaps there were not two hogfheads
fown in the parifh. Now there are perhaps 24 hogtheads fown
yearly, every tenant and crofter having from one to four lip~
pies. The increafe is about one ftone from the lippie. The
wives and maids {pin the flax ; the yarn is purchafed by deal-
ers, who travel over the country for that purpole, and by
whon it is fent to Perth or Glafgow.

The people here marry young. Either owing to the climate,
their moderate labour, their temperate living, or other caufes,
they have an uncommonly numerous offfpring. This is the
reafon, why the Highlands are a nurfery, for raifing fo many
ufefal hands, for the countries below them. It is almoft incre~
dible to tell, what {warms leave the country every year, and
go to the fouth for fervice. Almotft all the boys, from o to
15, go to tend fheep or cattle, and learn a little Englifh. —~—
Many of them afterwards go into fervice, or to handicraft em-
ployments, and nevex return. Befides thefe, crofters, cotta-
gers, and day-labourers, who can earn no bread at home, fet
out for the great towns to get employment. Our extenfive
fheep-walks are certainly, in that refpe& a lofs to the public.
It is now exceedingly difficult to raife recruits among us. At-
tachment to chieftains and lairds is dying away. Labour is not
fach a burden as it was; And what, more than every thing
elfe, makes it difficult to recruit, is, that the people know the
fecurity and proteCtion which the law affords them.

No
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No manufactures can be eftablifhed here, owing to the
fcarcity of meal and fuel. Perhaps it might be more for the
public and- private advantage, if the people fhould fpin their
wool inftead of lint, and fend it ta market in that ftate. Im-
menfe packs of wool.are fent away every year to Perth, Stir-
ling, &c. The wool is coarfe, owing to the fouth cousntry
breed we have got among us, and fclis only from 7s to 8s per
ftone. )

The great grievances, under which this panth labours, are,
the largenefs of fome of the farms, and there being fcarce any
leafes. In regard to the firft, it is queftionable, whether the
great farmers can afford to pay as high rents, as the moderate-
ly large ones, as they live in a ftile of much greater luxury and
expence. - As to the fecond point, no great improvements can
be expected ; at leaft on the part of the tenants, whilft the
tenure, by which they hold their lands, continues fo tempo-
rary and precarious.

- Inregard to the general chara&er of the people, they areas
induftrious, pious and charitable as any of their meighbours,
or perhaps any in the kingdom. -

. NUMBER
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NUMBER XLL

PARISHES OF BLAIR-ATHOLL,

AND STROWAN.

(COUNTY OF PERTH.)

By the Rev. MR. James M‘Lacan.

Origin of the Names. : :

THESE parifhes commonly go by the name of the unjted

parithes of Blair-Atholl, and Strowan. They con-
fited formerly of the parithes of Blair- Atholl, Strowan,
Lude, and Kilmaveonog.  Blair (Blr) properly fignifies a
plain clear of woods and other incumbrances ; but the Cel-
tz, of whom the Gael were a branch, in general, chﬁﬁng_
fuch plains for their fields of battle, B/dr came at length to
fignify a battle. Strowan (Sruthain) fignifies ftreams,
fo called from the confluence of the Garry and the Erochty at
that place. Thefe ftreams feem to have given that parith its
name, and Robertfon of Strowan, (in Englith, Robertfon of
the Strcams), his title. Ki/maveonog, Gignifies the place of
worthip, or burial place * of St. Eonog, or Veonog. Lude,

(Leoidy

* Cella (Kgila), fand&ti, or rnthgr fan&tz, Eonog. Cuil and
. Ceal,
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{L2%id) feems to fignify declivitics, where a plough could
bring a furrow only one way. The antient Celtic names of
Places and things, were generally fhort defcriptions of them,
though, in feme cafes, they alfo originated from remarkable
pesfons, and accidental circumftances. It ts the more necef-
fary to afcertain thefe derivations now, as the country fenach-
ies, or hiftorians, who, in general, can beft account for thefe
things, are daily growing worfe, as labour becomes harder,
and more indifpenfable. No time, therefore, fhould be loft,
in colle@ting what information yet remains, regarding thefe
particulars, before it is entirely gone, perhaps, never to be re-
covered.

Situation, Bxtent, and Surface. —Thefe united parithes
are fituated in the Shire of Perth, in the prefbytery of Dun-
keld, and the fynod of Perth and Stirling. Their extent is
upwards of 30 miles in length; and, allowing for the af-
cents and defcents of the hills, above 18 miles in breadth.—
Through a large tra& of country, the furface and appearan-
ecs are various. On the fummits of the high mountains, the
weather has left little elfe than gravel and {tones, covered
with mofs. 'This part is called Creachonn (creach-fonn),
i e. robbed Iand, the foil having been blown, or wathed away,
2 good way down the fides. Farther down is heath, uva ur-
fi, the craw-berry plant ; on mofly or boggy places, the cloud-
berry plant, and on drier ground, the whortle-berry-bufh,

with coarfe grafs. Lower down is heath, peat-bog, valleys
full

€Ceal, fignifying a fequeftered corner, cave, &c. Thofe, who retir-
ed to fuch a place, were called cwildeach, plural cuildich ; which they
who fpoke, or wrote Latin, turned into culdens and culdei, altering
enly the termination,
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full of pretty good pafture, and here and there a green fpot,
with huts upon them; to which the women, children, and
herds, retire with the cattle for the fummer feafon. De-.
fcending ftill farther down, the air and ‘the foil generally
change for the better; but, in fome places, the hills, within
fight of the rivers, are ftoney and bad. The veftiges of the

plough are often feen much higher up, than it goes at pre-
fent ; probably becaufe the wood then, made higher places
warmer, and much of the bottom was a thicket. ———1In the
fides of the glens and valleys, the foil is various;—in feveral
places it is thin and light, as it is alfo in the bottoms, where
¢he rivers once ran; in other places it is good, cfpeciall,
where the veins of limeftone run from N. E. to S. W. through
the country. In the fummer feafon, the face of the country
is green, with corn, grafs, and wood. In the bottom of eve-

1y glen and valley, there isariver, or ftream; and in fome of
them, a loch, or lake. An extenfive ftrath, or valley, lics a=

long the Garry, from the Kirktown of Strowan, for 6 miles
downwards ; and Strath-tummel runs along the loch of that

name, which is 2 miles long. The reft of the parith confifts

of many glens, along the rivulets, that fall from the moun-

tains, and of rocks, and extenfive hills; of which very little

more is capable of cultivation.

Mountains and Hills.—In thefe parifhes are many confidera-
ble mountains ; but the moft remarkable of them are Beinn.
deirg, i. e. the Red Mountain, (fo called from a vein of red
ftone, faid to be a kind of granite), which rifes 3550 feet a-
bove the level of the fea; and Beinneglo, the higheft pinnacle
of which, Carn<nan-gour, i. e. the Mountain of Goats, rifes
3724 feet above the faid level.

Srath-dhrnaidh, in Strath-groy, is one of thofe roundifh
green hills, that they call Sioth dhun, i. ¢. the Hill of Peace;

2 becaufe
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becaufe on thefe they made peace, and other contra@s of old,
They probably reckoned the matters here tranfalted, the more
folemn, too, that they believed the Sighichin, or Fairies,
" fuppofed to dwell in thofe hills, to be witnefles of their tran-
fa&ions®. Thefe hills were génerally natural, but fomet imes
artificial. ~ The Duni-pacis of Buchanan, (in Englith, Duni.
pace,) is aliteral tran{lation of Sioth-dhun.

There is alfo another kind of a fteep green hill, in thefe
countries, and in Ireland, called Rath and Rata, from Rath,
and Roith, a wheel; becaufe, being generally conical, at
leaft in part, their bafes were round like a wheel, or circular.
‘Chieftains and great men had their houles frequently on the
tops of fuch; becaufe they were difficult of accefs on all fides.
Thefe gave names to many places, as, Rata-mhili (Vili) ot
the -Soldier’s Rath or Rata, 4 miles above Dunkeld ; Lagan-
rata, Logyraitey near which, one of our King Roberts had 2
firong houfe, above the boat of Tummel. Rothymurchus,
Rerath, &c. are from the fame root.

Climate and Difeafes.—~TFhe foil of thefe parifhes would be
nruch more produllive of corn, grafs, and even wood, were
the climate but nearly proportionable to it. But fometimes
the rains hurt the crops, efpecially in barveft. Sometimes we
have fuow too eérly, or too late; but, what is worft of all, we
have much cold, frofty weather, picreing northerly winds,
and blafting fogs and hoar-frofts, particularly along the rivers,
which either hurt the growth of vegetables, or deftroy them
« aiter they are grown up. The coldnefs and fharpaefs of the
air, too, muft, in fome degree, ftint the growth, and render
tiie faces of the people more thin and dry, than otherwife they
would be. '

The air, in general, is not remarkably moift or dry; nor

are the inhabitants greatly fubjeét to anv particular diftem.
I‘tl's,
® Sce p. 3.
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perss  The fmall-pox in the natural way, and the meafles, ard
among the moft fatal: Fevers are generally brought thither
from the low countries; cold, colics, pleuriti¢ fevers, rheu-
-mati{ms, confumptions, &c. are rather accidental, than ne-
ceflary confequences of the climate, which is, in general, falu-
brious. On the other hand, the inhabitants are not remark-
able for longevity. Many live to 75 ; fewer to 80, fewer ftill
to 90, and the inftances are very rare of any that approach to
300 yearsof age. A perfon, however, died about 3 years ago,
who was faid to have wanted but little of it. Although the
climate be healthy, the body of the people have not, by any
means, the conveniencies of life, that are neceflfary to nurfe
old ages

Locks, Riversyand Mineral 8prings—Thete are many lochs,
and two confiderable rivers, (the Tummel and the Garry,) in the
parith. Salmon come up the Tummel to the Fall, whichis a
little above the confluence of the two rivers.——But the arts
that are now pralifed, by the fithers below, let very few
falmoa the length of either river; and the fteeping of flax, in
running waters, hurts the fith of every kind. The rivulets are
the Erochty, the Bruir, and the Tilt. The Tummel overflows
a deal of ground. The Erochty and Garry are, conftantly,
tearing their banks, and altering their channels, The Garry
deftroys a fine plain for 6 miles below Strowan.——There are
many chalybeate (prings, butnone of them famous, or refort-
ed to: indeed, their vittues ate not inveftigated, or attended tos

Woods ~There is no extenfive wood in the parifh, but ma-
ny fmall ones. The laft century, and the beginning of the
prefent, have deftroyed much wood, by fire and otherwife.—
Places fill bear the name of woods, where there is not a tree
to be feen now. The fhelter they afforded to wolves, foxes,

Vou. IL 3N and
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®and other vermin, induced people to deftroy them ; but they
did not know when to ftop, and fo went too far. The woods
are now better looked after. The Dukes of Athol have plant-
ed a good deal, and Mr Robertfon of Lude fome. The pre-
vailing kinds of timber are birch, alder, afh, oak, poplar, and
hazle; the fhrubs are willow, broom, bog-gall, heath, &c.
Wood thrives very well in this country.

Game, {&'c.—~In an extenfive foreft, and over many other
parts of the hills, there are a great number of red deer; in
and near the woods, there are roe-deer; almoft every where
there are plenty of hares, and, on the high mountains, white
hares, which, in fummer, have bluith fpots. In the
hills and woods, are foxes, wild cats, pole cats, martins,
weafles, and fhrew mice : in the waters, otters. 'We have alfo
two fpecies of the badger. ——Of the winged kind, there are,
onthe tops of the mountains, ptarmagans ; in the hills, groufe;
near the woods, black game, and patridges below. The
ravenous birds are, eagles, buzzards, hawks of various kinds,
ravens, carion crows, and magpies. The migratory birds arc
fimilar to thofe ufual in the Highlands.

Population.——In Auguft 1791, there were living in the u-
nited parithes, 3120 fouls, viz. 1480 males, and 1640 fe-
males. Of that number, 758 were under eight years of age.
The yearly average of marriages, for the laft 10 years, was
nearly 26; and the yearly average of baptifms, for the fame
period, was 94. Befides the number above mentioned, there
is a confiderable number of young people, belonging to the
parifh, ferving in the eaft and weft; of whom part will pro-
bably return, and part will not.

Though it cannot be exallly determined, the probability is,
that the number of the people in this parith is diminithed,

" QWIng
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ewing to feveral caufes. When people of fmall landed pro-
perty no longer lived upon the produce of their eftates, but
followed the example of their wealthier neighbours, in the
ufe of foreign commodities, they contrated debt, fold their
eftates, and went to pufh their fortunes elfewhere. When
the jurifdiCtion a& took place, and men of landed property
could not make their tenants fight their battles, they became
lefs careful of having clever fellows about them, and fo began
to confider, how they might make the moft of that clafs of
men in another way. Then the rents began to be raifed, the
farms to be enlarged, much land to be taken into the land-
lord’s domain, and the fhepherd and his dog to be the inhabi-
tants of farms, that formerly maintained many families 3
though this laft particular is not, as yet, fo much the cafe
here, as it is in many other places. In confequence of thefe
changes, fome of the tenants are become cottagers ; fome have
removed to towns, to gain a livelihood by labour; and a few
have emigrated to America, though that fpirit is not become
very, common here as yet. The return to Dr Webfter, how-
ever, being only 3257 fouls, the decreafe has been inconfide-
rable, - :

Number of Proprietors.—There are at prefent only eleven he-
ritors, one of whom (the Duke of Athol) poffefles at leaft one
half of the parith. Five of thefe, either occafionally, or con-
ftantly, refide in it.

Tenants.—The tenants, who hold from a half to a whole
merk land, have been reckoned about 240, paying from L. §
to L. 10 rent ; and thofe who pay from L. 10 to L. 70 only 20.

+ Tradefman (mechanies,) labourers, and cottagers, who have
pendicles, may amount to 85, paying from 158 to L.2 per
acre.  Only one tenant has a very large trad of arable ground.

3N2 Number
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Number of Acres and Rent.  Without a particular meafures
ment, it is impoflible to give the exat number of acves in the
parith. From the general maps, the fum total is reckoned
to be about 130,000 Scots acres; and, of thefe, not above
4000 are at prefent under tillage. The valued rent is
L. 4204 : 18: 8. This fum bears a very fmall proportion to
the real rent, which it is ot eafy vo give, becawfe it is con-
fantly rifing.

Number of Harfes. Some think, there may sbout 1008
horfes, large and fmall, in the parith fif. Before the intro-
duétion of fheep farms, and the keeping of diftinét marches,
3 number of the common peopie had fmall horfes in the hills,
all the year round, excopting in the time of deep fnow, when
their owners brought them home, and helped them with fed-
der. Ata certain time of the year, each caught and marked
his own, and broke them for his own ufe, or fold fuch s
were fit for work, except the breeding mares. During the reft
of the year, they ranged, where they pleafed, thro c
hills. As they cannot do this dny donger, they ave almoil ex-
tirpated, and the price of horfes has rifen beyond all bounds.

Number of Shezp and Black Costle~Formerdy, almoft every
tenant had -2 fmdll number of fliesp ; at prefent, mary of them
have none. There are now, in the parifh, 3§ confiderable
ftocks of fheep; two of them belonging te the principal
heritors ; but the others to theep farmers. 'They confift of
from1coo 10 upwasds of 2000 theep each; which, added to
what the tenants have, accorling to the eld:method, may 2-
mount to upwards of 16;000 fheep imrall. The number of black
cattle rmay be from 2000 to ‘guoo.  The:goats arc almolt:
gone.

Crops.
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Crops.—The principal crops are barley, oats, potatoes, and
flax, with fome peafe and rye. In high, wet, and late grounds,
they ufe carly oats. The proprietors, and fuch tenants as
have inclofed land, fow turnips; clover, and rye-grafs. The
feed-time and harveft are rather late, than otherwife, efpe-
cially in the glens.  Grain of 21 kinds is dearer here, than in
the low countrics. Some fruit is raifed; but ¢the Coantry,
in general, is too high and frofty for orchards.

v
F)

Imports and Exports.—The commion imiports are feed-cérr,
of the different kinds, meal, and barley for a few ftills. The
potatoes have cornifldcrably leffened the demand for meal.  As
to foreign articles, they are the Tame as people of the fame
rank and abilities import elfewhere. Our exports are'a few
black cattle, fheep, and linen-yarn. It was this laft article
which prineipally brought ready money into the country, to
pay the rents. The materials wete raifed at home ; and almoft
every one had a fhare in that bufinefs. It has already felt the
baneful effe@s of the cotton manufatures, the materials of
which are brought from afar, and by which few gain in pro-
portion.

Church, (o'@-The Duke of Athol is patron. Theftipend
confifts of L. 55 : 17 in money, and glebes that are reckoned
worth L. 20 ;—in all L. 75 : 17 fterling.

Paor. —By % gift and mortification of the Marquis of A-
thol’s, dated in 1687, provifion was made, in meal and mo-
ney, for fix poor men in the parith; which is now divided a-
mong ¢ight men, prefented by the Duke, as follows : Six men
have each 2 bolls of oat meal, and L. 4 Scots, yearly, and each
of the other twohas L. 8 :6 : 8d. Scots. The number of the
other poor, who reccive alms, is, at an average, abouts.

The
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The annual amount of the colle@ions at the church-door,
mort-cloth (pall) dues, and fines, is, at an average, for feven
years, L. 17 : 6: 1. The poors funds are rather under L.200.
Sterling. The intereft of this fum, and the above colle&tions,
are diftributed among them, by the feffion, and as nearly pro-
portioned to their circumftances, as can be done; the largeft
fhares being given to fuch as are confined to their beds, and it
is carried to their houfes by the clders. The above fum of near
L. 200, confifts partly of mortifications; and he who is ap~
pointed to onc of them, receives whatever the intereft of the
mortificatjon amounts to. Such of the poor as can travel
through the parith, receive lefs from the funds; becaufe they
can gather their fubfiftence among their neighbours, with
whom meal, and other provifions, are more plentiful than
money- When it is judged expedient, intimation is given,
from the pulpit, the heritors meet, on a day appointed, infpe&
the feflion-books, and give what orders, concerning the poor,

they judge neceflary.

Morals.——The moft common vices here, are fuch as
may be expeted in that ftate of fociety, where the people
are poor, and where the moft extenfive farmers have but
little to themfelves after paying the landlprd.~———DBut
there are very few inftances of capital crimes: Suicide is
fcarcely known, murders very rare, executions and banifh-
ments very uncommon ; a very moderate exertion of the ci-
vil magiftrate, and execution of the laws, would be fufficient
to maintain good order among the people. They are, in ge-
neral, become induftrious, and improve their land by lime,
marle, and otherwife. They have a reafonable fhare of acute-
nefs, are difpofed to be friendly to one another, hofpitable to
ftrangers, and charitable to the poor. The gentlemen are
tall and handfome, and fond of a military lifc 5 and, though

the
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the common people have learned to defpife a foldier’s pay,
and to hate a life of fervitude, yet they have fill adeal of the
martial fpirit remaining, and make very good foldiers, when
once they undertake it; being firm, hardy, and brave, though
not generally tall. Seven or eight hundred of them attended
the Marquis of Montrofe, till after the battle of Kilfyth, and
fignalized themfelves by their fidelity and valour. With re-
gard to religion, they have not many difputes, nor do they
make much noife about it ; but, in general, they attend the
church, andreligious ordinances, with gravity, decency, and
every appearance of fincerity; and many of them enter
deeply into fome of the moft important points of controverfy
among Chriftians.

Language.——The Gaelic language is fpoken here, by the
natives; and there are but few others in the parith. It was
in all probability, the firft language fpoken in this country.
That it gave the antient names to places is clear. There are,
indeed, a few names, fuch as dour, cabar, &' that are as
commen among the Welfh, as among us ; but whether thefe
names have been originally given by a colony of Welfh, or by
the Caledonians, or Pifts, the people themfelves appear to
have been only different colonies of the fame Celtz or Gael *.

The

* Thefe names, by the by, feem to come from two words of
the fame fignification, viz. Coill, or Coillz, and Gad, a wood.
From Coille comes Coilltich, (Kwas), lnhabitants of the Woods.
From Gad, in Scots Gaelic, fignifying a Withe or Twig, i
Welth, a Wood, come Gaidbiol (Gad-ghiola), Gadelians (or Giades
&ans), Galli, and Gadeni, names given to the Gaidheil, or Gael of
8cotland, Ireland, and Wales; all fignifying Men of the Wood ;

- probably



442 . - Statiftical Accotnt

The name of the country, from Dunkeld to the marches of
Badenoch, towards Dalchuiny, Atholl (or Adh-oll), is en-
dently from this fource. ~A4db fignifies happinefs, or plezs
fantnefs, and ofl, great; great pleafantnefs. The Grampian
mountains, t00, appear to be fo called, from the word Gram-
pla, ftill retained by the Cornith, as well as by the French,
grimper, to clithb, of mount 5 but it more probably comes from
graaim, gloominefs, and dann, 2 mountain, on account of
the clouds that cover them. Beinnglo, the Mountain with
the Vail, to wit, of Clouds and Snow : Beinn-déirg, the Red
Mountain, on account of the red granite in it j— Beinn-vs-
richy the Hili of roaringorrutting; and Drumuachdar, the fuperi-
or ridge,—are all equally expreffive of their origin, ——The
names of the rivers, too, are from the fame language. Guar-
ry (Gatb-ruith), the flight of the Dart, becaufe of its rapidity.
Tummel (Taivil), thadowy, obfcure, from its woody and rocky
banks. Erochty, from eirigh, to rife, and ath, ariver; orn-
ther from oireachdas, eireachdas, an affembly 3 this being a cen-
trical, and yet a retired place, where forces might be collet-
ed for an expedition ; (which ufe, Duncan Ravar, the chief |
of the Robertfons, is known to have made of it, in the time
of the two Bruces;) or to fecure women, childrea, and valv-
able effedts, from the enemy. In fupport of this, in the head
of Glenerochty, is Trinafuir, or Tires-vuir, the third, or the
land of the wall or caftle; and Dail-nan-fonnoch, the Plainof
Palifades, or Stocades.  Bruir (Bru-vir) noify Water. Tilty
(Teilt) Te-alt, the Warm Rivulet, from its fheltered wam
banks. Gairnog, the Little noify Suream. Banvy, the Rivu- |
let of the Boar, or rather, that lays land wafte. Coille-chriath- |

] nuich,

fprobably becaufe they firft mowed to the weftward, when the face
of she.carth was all covered with wood.
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thnuiclk, the Wood of Trembling, (Killicranky) from its aw-
ful appearance. Fonn a-vuic, the Land of the (Roe) Buck.
Bo-rainich, the Ferry Booths. Lach-loch, a loch confifting of
lochs, becaufe it is in three divifions. Each of the rivers gives
a mame to the valley, or glen it runs through: They alfo ge-
nerally give namaes to the lakes, whence they flow.

Antiquities—— On the Eaft bank of the Tilt, which falls in-
to the Garry, fouth eaft of Atholl-houfe, is Clagh-ghil-Ain-
dreas, or the cemetery of Andrew’s difciple. 'What the Tilt
has left of ity isa part of a circle; many of the bones are entire,
but crumble to pieces, when touched. The coffins are com-
pofed of five flags each, and feem to have been ufed, to fave
the trouble of making wooden coffins; or probably, to pre-
ferve the corps from the wolves. To the fouthward of this
ftood Anderfmafs market, which is now hcld at Perth. Here
was a large white ftone, which was the market crofs, and re-
mained upon a little raifed circle of earth, till Duke James's
time. To the ealtward of the cemetery, there are the remains
of a large Druidical cairn ; but the fmall ones have been moft-
ly carried away. About a quarter of a mile up the fame bank
of the Tilt, is one of thofe round caftles, that are fo frequent
in thefe countries, and which probably anfwered the purpofes
both of forts, and of watch towers. Above half a mile fhll
farther up, ftands Tom-a-vuir,(Tom-a-mhuir),or the hill of the
well, or fort; where, it is faid, the M¢Intofhes of Tiriny lived of
old. It is ftrongly fituated on a fteep bank of the river Tilt.

About a mile to the eaftward of Tilt, lies Strath-groy,
(Srath-ghruaidh, or Srath-dhruaidh,)i. e. probably, the valley
of the Druids. About the middle of it, and not a furlong
from the river, Mr Stewart, who farms that land, lately dug -
up a ftone, of about 6 feet long, above a foot broad, and half

Vor. IL 30 as
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as thick. It ftood perpendicular, all under ground, and firm
ly propped in that pofture with fmall ftones.

Above a furlong to the eaftward of this ftone, are two cafs
tles, nearly round, on the top of a pretty high ridge, above 2
gun-thot from the high way, a few paces from each other,
having double, and in fome places triple ditches. Before the
gates ftand feveral obelitks, in a zig zag pofition; probably
for the proteCtion of champions, that defended the entries,
and to obftru® the enemy’s accefs. Thefe feem to be of 2
Iater date, thanthe other round caftles.

About a quarter of a mile to the weftward of the caftles,
and along the Garry, lies, Eelein-dn-righ, i. e. King’s e,
quite level 5 below the caftles are Dalruinich, i. e. Dail-ruith-
nan-each, the Plain of the Running of Horfes; and Dail-an-
aonuich, the Plain of Gallopping, or Horfe Races. From
the fituations and names {of thefe, it is more than probable,
that horfe races, and perhaps other games, were celebrated
here, particularly when the kings of Scotland came to the
hunting. For them too, it is probable, the two caftles above-
mentioned may have been built.

Half a mile above the caftles, and near Clunemore, ftill en-
tire, isa facrificing cairn, Go geometrical paces in circumfe-
rernice, having feveral large flags on the top, which probably
conftituted the altar; and, hard by it, two obelifks, feeming:
ly a part of a circle or temple. Above a mile N. W. of this
cairn, on the bank of the Fender, ftands Tulchan, (i. e. the
little hill,) another cairn, much larger than the former, and
fo old, that the foil has, in a great meafure, covered the
ftones. Betwixt thefe two cairns, to the weftward of Lude’s
Houfe, ran, in a S. W. dire&ion, a line of fmall cairns.
‘Whether they were a part of the great Druidical work, or the
graves of men killed in battle, is hard to fay. The foil being

good, the plough has overturned moft of thefe ancient works.
Several
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Several miles to the N. E. of Tulchan, and on the north
{fide of Beinn-glo, is Lochainn, i. e. Loch-ambain, or the Ri-
ver that is flow like a loch. It runs from Lochloch, towards
the Tilt. Upon Lochainn, are the veftiges of the palace, in
which the Earl of Atholl entertained King James V, his mo-
ther, the French ambaffador, &c. in a moft fumptuous man-
ner, as is mentioned in hiftory ; and, which was burnt to the
ground, as foon as the king left it.

On the fouth fide of Beinn-glo, on a rifing ground, are to
be feen the traces of a femicircular work, fronting the weft,
A rill runs through the centre of it; the banks of it appear to
have been well fecured by large ftones ; and, in the front, for
aconfiderable extent, there 1s a mols or bog, called Moine-
nan-gal, i. c. the Mofs of the Lowlanders,—of the ftrangers,
or of the enemies, who are faid to have been there defeated.
In the laft generation, one Robertfon found two pans, funk in
this mofs, which feemed to have been very old. Capt. Wil-
liam Robertfon of Lude, who examined this camp, thinks
the Danes built it, in attempting to force their way, through
the heart of the country, to their pofleflions in the Hebrides.
A party of Baliol’s friends are {aid to have pafled this way,
after having been. defeated, by King Robert Bruce, at Inver-
chadain and Dailchoifny, in Bunrannoch : But whether this
camp is not much older, or whether they had a camp there at
all, is uncertsin.

To the eaftward of the camp, along Glengairnog, are to be
feen fome picces of a road, called Rod-na-banrinn, or the
Queen’s Road ; by which, probably, one or more of the Queens
ufed to go to the foreft of Atholl. On the top of the rock of
Fonn-a-vuic, is alarge round caftle, which, from its high and
inacceflible fituation, muft have been very ftrong.

In the N. W. corner of Lochtummel, there is a {mall ifland,
partly artificial, on which Duncan Ravar MfDonald, the chief

302 of
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of the Clan-Donnachie, or Robertfons, built 2 ftrong houfe
and a garden, which gave the name of Port-am-eslein, or the
Fort of the Ifland, to that place. Within lefs than half 2 mile
above Port-an-eilcin, is Grenich, i. e. Grian-fbaick, or Grian-
acha, the Field of the Sun. Here are the remains of a very
extenfive Druidical work: A large circular wall, either a caf-
tle, or the foundation of a very large cairn, with fmall cairns
innumerable, on the barren ground above it, which were pro-
bably graves. About a mile w the northwawd of thefe, isa
large cairn, that appears only to have been begun, the circum-
ference being laid of great flones, and a parcel of lefler ones
thrown within it. It is probable, that it was ftopped by the
progrefs Chriftianity then made.

About two miles to the N. W. of this work, are, a number
of cairns, but of a diffetent kind; being the cairns of the
Suaineart men, who came to plunder Atholl, about 200 years
ago, and were killed above Bohefpic, to a man, after having
had their bard fhot acrofs the river, 2 niile above Blair, from
whom the ford is calted &r-baird-fuairwdh, vo this day. It
would feem, that, of old, the cre€ling cairms, or heaps of
ftones, over the graves of the dead, was one of the ways dhey
had, of fecuring them from the wolves. The cuftom remained
till of late, not only of }'aiﬁng heaps, where one was buried,
but even where one died, though buried elfewhere. Into thofe
heaps, it was reckoned a duty on paflengers, to dirow a fone.
Hence the proverb, © Were I dead, yutt would not throw 2
¢ ftone into my cairn ;”. that isto fay, Yeu have not fomuch
friendfhip for me.

On the fouth fide of the hill, and nerth end of Lochgarry,
Yies Dail-an-fpideil, i.e. th¢ Plain of the Hofpital. Here, in
all probability, there was formerly a houfe of entertainment,
to fupply the place of an inn ;. and poflibly too, fupported by
knights, or fome religious ‘order. ‘There was another fpideily
at the foot of the Grampian mountains, on the Marr road.

Dail-na-cardoch
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Daikna-cardoch is the Dale of the Smith’s Shop, or rather of
the Iron-work; Dail-na-mein, is the Plain of the Mineral.
Near thefe, and along the fide of the hill, down to Blair, are
ftill to be feen the holes, wherein they melted the ison-ore.
At that time, the country was covered with wood of various
kinds, efpecially of Scots fir; the roots of which are fill dug
up for fire-wood.

A gun-fhot above the churchof Strowan, on the S. W. bank
of the Garry, is Tom-an-tich-mhowr, the Hill of the Great Houfe,
a fmall fquare rifing ground, parily artificial ; and furrounded
with a ditch, or fofs, faid to have been raifed by Allan Dirip,
one of the family of Keppoch. 1In the church-yard of Strow-
an, there is a large obelifk, on which a crofs is cut. At Pit-
agown, on the welt fide of the Bi’ph’, is one large ftone ftand-
ing, and two or three lying by it, ;which probably formed a
Druidical temple. On the Minigeog road, above Blair, is
Carn-mbic fimi, (wic bimi), or Lovat’s Cuirn, (properly the
Cairn of the Son of Simon,) who came to plunder the coun-
try, and fell there. .

Atholl houfe being in good repair, and well furnifhed, not-
withftanding the high antiquity of great part of it, does not
come properly under the prcfent articles,———Sufhice it, there-
fore, to obferve, that, till the year 1747, or later, it was a-
bout three ftories higher, than it is at prefent, and was fortifi-
ed with many Gothic turrets and battements, mounted with
guns.

Natural Curiefities,—To the ealt of Atholl-houfe, there is

a deep poel, with a rock in it, whence adulterefles. were of
.old thrown, fewed up ina fack, and drowned. A little above
it, on the eaft bank, and oppofite to a curious hermitage, on
the weft bauk, and in fight of the highway, is a pretty cafcade.
On thejwelt fide of Beinn-glo, are Carn-torcy (torky) and
Coire-
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Coire-thorey, (horey), i. e. the hill and .the hollow of boars;
two of the many places, that have had their names from the
wild boars, At fome diftance from thefe, is Coir-fhiann,
(-iann) or the hollow of the army, or, of Fingal and his heroes.
In this part of the foreft too, is Tom-na croiche, or the Gal-
lows-hill ; and Pol-nam-ban, or the pool into which bad wo-
men were thrown. On Airgead-bheann, a part of Beinn-glo,
there are ftones, that fhine, as if they had been vitrified, and
give it the appearance of a volcano; which probably give the
name of Airgead-bheann, or the filver mountain, to this pin-
nacle of Bein-glo. On the fouth fide of Beinn-glo is a very
remarkable cave. It is narrow at the mouth, then turns very
wide, afterwards narrow again, and then defcends deeper,
than ever any perfon had the courage to venture. The found
of water is heard in.it at all times ; but there is a brook, that
can be turned into it at pleafure; and when that is done, it is
reported, the people of a village, at fome diftance below, hear
the noife of water.

There is "a fall on the Garry, at the weft end of the pafs,
where it is faid, thata good deal of fith were formerly takenj
but which did not prevent the falmon from going up the river.
Eas-teivil, or the fall of Tummel, is remarkable for a confide-
rable height, a great weight of water, and the quantities of
falmon formerly caught there, in wicker bafkets and with
gafls, by men, who hung in the face of the flippery rock, in
ropes, made of birch withes. Very few falmon ever pafied
this fall; but now few, or none come this length. Neara
mile north-weft of the fall, is a cave in the face of a tremen-
duous rock, to which there is a fingle pafiage only. In this
cave, a party of the M‘Gregors are faid to have been furprif-
ed, when under ‘perfecution ; after parc of them were killed,
the reft climbed into a tree, that grew out of the face of the

rock ; upon which, their purfuers cut their arms, and precipi=
tated
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tated them to the bottom. There is a confiderable fall on the
Bruir, near half a mile above the highway, which makes a ve-
ty grand appearance, when there is a proper quantity of wa«
ter.

North-eaft of the fall of Bruir, is Elrig, i. e. Taoth-leirg, or

the inclofed field, the field of a multitude, or of danger. The *

meaning intended probably is, the furrounded or inclofed
field. There are many places of this name amongft our hills,
Their fituation is, a rifing ground, an open and pretty plain
hill around it. On this rifing ground, theking, the chieftain,
or principal perfon, with his friends, arms, and hounds, took
his ftation; while his people, alfo armed, gathering the deer
into his fight, formed a circle round them, Then the hounds
were let loofe, the arrows let fly, and the men, who formed
the circle, wounded and killed many of the deer, with their

. fwords, when attempting to make their efcape. It is confi-
dently afferted, that in Duke James’s time, John Robertfon,
Efq. of Eaftertyre, and John Stewart in Blair-Atholl, cut,
each of them, a deer in two, by a fingle ftroke of their broad
fwords. They were both remarkable for ftrength and aétivity.
Several of their children are yet alive. South-eaft of Elerig,
betwixt it and Blair, lies Craig-urrard. Craig fignifies a rock,
ard, a height, and #r, cither heath or fire. It is probable, it
was fo called, from fire, ufed in that confpicuous place, ei-
ther for fignals, or for a religious purpofe. Glen-maire, is
the Glen of Horfes. The fides of it confift of high and fteep
precipices. In the late Duke’s time, a great quantity of rocks
fell down the one fide of it, with fuch force, that fome of
them went a good way up the oppofite fide. About the fame
time and place, a vaft wreath of fnow fcll upon a herd of deer,
and fmothered them. This was known, from their bones be-
ing found there, when the fnow was diflolved.

Drdfi.
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Drefs — The ladies and gentlemen generally drefs as in the
low country ; though, when at home, fome of the gentle-
men wear the country drefs; which is, a bonnet, a thort
coat, a' little kilt, or philebeg, tartan hofe, and a plaid; but
the troufe and belted plaid never recovered their place fince
3745~ Some, of both fexes, wear the Lowland drefs. Ma-
ny of the young people ‘wear Englith cloth, cotton, priats,
&c.

Schools.—— There is a parifh {chool at Blair ; the mafter of
which, has a falary of L. 10 paid by the heritors, and 100
~ merks Scots paid out of the bifhop-rents. For the reft, he
depends upon the emoluments of the {chool, and fome parifh
dues. There are alfo 3 charity fchools in the parifh 3 to the
mafter of ove of which, the Society for Propagating Chritti-
an Knowledge, pay L. 10, to another L. 7, and to 2 third,
L. 4, per ansum. Thefe united parithes have no benefit from
the labours of anyitinerant clergyman, or catechift; but'many,
from other parifhes hear divine fervice in the churches here.

Advantages and Difadvantages. Till of late, the great
extent of hills belonging to it, was a genmeral advantage v
the country, with refpe@ to their cattle of all kinds; but
much of it is now getting into the hands of a few individuals
The air of the country is very healthful.——Two veins of
lime-ftone run through the country from N. E. to §. W. aad
a third has appeared in one place.——The Duke and Mr Ro-
bertfon of Lude, have marle on their property.——The foil
in general is good, and when the feafons are favourable, is
prolific. On the other hand, we have a great deal of cold
and frofty weather, which muft be unfavourable to the growth
of vegetables, and even of animals. On the level ground,

near the Garry, fogs and hoar frofts are very pernicigus to po-
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fatoes, peafe, and barley; nor do the oats efcape. The pa-
rithes are very far from the market towns; fo that carriage is
very expenfive, which prevents many things from being
fent to market, that would otherwife be produ@tive. It alfo
prevents the burning of coals, though fuel is at prefent very
troublefome toget, and is;daily becoming more fo.Some kinds of
mechanic arts are much on the decline. Since the difufe of
arms, there is fcarcely a tolerable fmith to be met with. The
¢afe is nearly thejffame with the fhoemakers, who are likely to
be extirpated ; becaufe, it feems, that there are laws, that will
not fuffer any hides to be drefled in the country, even though
theythould pay full duty. The tanner, therefore, both buys and
fells at his own prices ; which, joined to the diftance, leaves the
people very ill fhod.—The being deprived of falmon is a great
lofs to the country.——1It is no {mall difadvantage, to fuch as
bave any correfpondents at a diftance, that there is no poft-
office nearer chan Dunkeld. There ought to be one eftablifh-
ed at;Blair-Atholl. The people of this, and of the neighbouring
patithes, fuffer many inconveniencies by the want of it.
They muft not only pay for the letters they receive, but for
thofe they put into the poft-office. And a great number of
letters, that would be paid for, if the office were nearer, are re-
turned to the general poft-office, becaufe thofe, to whom they
are direted, cannot afford time to travel fo far for them, upon
an uncertainty, and others do not chufe to advance money for
letters to obfcure people, whom they may have difficulty to find
out. The hurt done to the linen yarn, by the cotton trade, has
been ﬂreadyrcmarked: And, uponthe whole, it muft be allowed
to be a great difadvantage, to any country, to be very far
from markets, courts of law, and good towns, where proper
education can be had. For to thefe a great part of the produce
of the country will go, never to return ; efpecially when they
fend no commodities thither. That the Highlands have gone
Vor. 1L 3P backwarda
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backwards, inftead of improving like other countries, fince
their kings removed to the low countries, and thence to Lon.
don, might be fhown by many undeniable proofs; and the
rich living, in diftant places, muft have the fame cffel.
Anderfmas market, the iron works, the number of forts, ths
Queen’s road, the places for executing juftice, the places for
horfe-races, &c. &c. clearly fhew this. But thefe things fall
more properly to be obferved, in the ftatiftical account of the
Hebrides, and of the parifhes in the weftern coaft of Scotland,
where thefe difadvantages muft be felt, fill more fenfibly ®.

* It muft be acknowledged, at the fame time, that formerly,
there was much lefs fecurity for the perfons and the property of
the people, than at prefent.  Of this, a memorable inftance occurs
in this very diftri® One of the Atholl family, (fee Leflie’s Hift.
P 300) having taken Donald of the Ifles ; was fo clated with the
exploit, that he putithe figure of a man in chains, in his coat of arms.
In revenge for this, the Macdonalds made an hoftile incurfion into
this part of Perththire, burnt, (as tradition fays), the church of
PBlair, and carvied the Earl and Countefs of Atboll. prifoners with
them, into the Hebrides.

NUNBER
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NUMBER XLIL

PARISH OF CARESTON.

, (counNTY OF ANGUS.)

By the Rev. Mr. ANDrREw GRAY.

Name, Situation, Extent, 80il, ¢oc.

THE antient name of this parith was Caraldfton, proba.
bly derived from a monument erefted to the memo-

ty of Carril, a hero celebrated in the poems of Offian ; fome
veftigesof which, (3 large ftones ftanding onan‘end, aboutamile
and a half to the eaft of the church), ftill remain. It is now con-
tralted into; Carefton.———1It is fituated in the county of
Angus, 9 miles north-eaft of Forfar the county town, 4 miles
from Brechin, and 12 from Montrofe. It lies within the
bounds of the prefbytery of Brechin, and the fynod of Angus
and Mearns. Its form is very ncarly an oblong fquare, 3
miles in length, and about 1 in breadth. The appearance of
the country is beautiful, well cultivated, lying with a gentle
flope from north to fouth. No part of it is rocky, hilly, or
mountainous. The foil is generally deep and fertile, a=
bout one half on a gravelly bottom, and the ather half on a
red clay, or mortar. The air is exceeding fine, free, and
healthful. At prefent there are no prevailing diftem~
pers; it is faid, however, that before the ground was drain-
' 3P2 ed
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ed and cultivated, agues were very frequent, in fo much, that
in the fpring, it was with difficulty. the farmers could
carty on their work. But now there is fcarcely any fuch dif-
temper known or felt in this place. Fevers were formerly
pretty frequent, and carried off feveral. But they now occur
bat feldom.

Rigvers. There are two rivers which run through this
parith : the South-Efk, and the Norin; both of which run
on a gravelly bottom. The water of Norin, in particular, i
remarkable for its purity and clearnefs. The South-Efk rifs
to a great height, and at times overflows its banks to fucha
degree, that the greateft attention is requifite every year, to
raife bulwarks, in order to prevent it from covering the adja-
cent grounds on cvery fide. The Norin, though confiderably
fmaller than the Efk, frequently comes down with fuch impe-
tuofity, that the low grounds, througil which it runs, are oftea
greatly hurt by it ; which obliges the tenants to ufe every pre-
caution, to keep it within its banks. Thefe two rivers. join onc
another in the fouthern part of this parith. They have both
their fources in the Grampian hills.~—There is no regular
fithing with the net in this parith; but there is, in the Ef,
plenty of falmon, falmon-trout, and burn trout taken with
therod ; and, in the Norin,jvery fine burn trout.

Produce. ——— A vatiety of culinary plants, &c. are raifed
in this parith. There are likewife a vaft variety of - trees,
fuchas ath, clm, plane, birch, beech, osk, chefnut, poplar,
lime, &c. and a great number of firs of every kind. There
are excellent fruit trees of different forts; and fome very
‘beautiful lime trees, not inferior, perhaps, to any in the if-
land. .

Conbderable numbers of black cattle, (above 409), are

reared
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reared every year,-and alfo about 40 horfes. The value of the
borfes may be reckoned, from L. 15 to L. 20, or L. 25 each.
The price of cattle, when fattened, is generally from gs to
§s 6d. per ftone, and milk cows about the fame. Other
kinds of black cattle, are valued in proportion to the ftate they
are in, when purchafed,—to their age, and the particular pur-
pofe, for which they are bought. The weight of the black cattle,
reared and fattened, generally runs from 18 to 4o ftone a
head; and fome,fwhich are highly fed, will be near 5o ftone.
The quality of the beef is exceeding good. Very few fheep are
bred, except for family ufe.

Population.—=lIt is difficult to afcertain the ancient ftate of
the population of this parith, as no regular regifter was kept
till the year 1714. The only conjecture, that can be formed,
refpe&ling the number of parifhioners, arifes from the number
of tokens, ftruck for the ufe of communicants, in the year
1709, when this parith was under the care of an Epifcopal
clergyman, which number was 200 *. In the year 1716, the
firft prefbyterian minifter was fettled : And there was, at the
fame time, a very numerous meeting of Epifcopalians, or
Nonjurors ; which meeting was made up of the difaffe@ed in
this, and the neighbouring parithes. This meeting continued
till the year 1746, when it was entirely diffolved. It appears
from a note, in the feflion records, that, during the conti-
nuance of this Epifcopal meeting, there were many pare;lts in
the parifh, of that perfuafion, who never applied to the fef-

~ fion-clerk, to have their children’s names regiftered, nor paid
any dues to him. However, upon examining the lift of
baptifms,

¢ To double the number of tokens, would be too much, as it
might be expeted that many would come from other parithes, to
the facrameat at Carcflon.
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bapti{ms, recorded during that period, the namber, atan s
verage, may be reckoned at leaft nine; which, by making
allowance for the difaffeCted, that fought no enrolment of
heir children, will confirm the conjecture, that the number
of perfons in the parith was formerly greater. With refped
to the ftate of the population, for fome time paft, the number
has rather diminifhed ; there not being, at prefent, more than
260 perfons, young and old, of which 132 arc males, and 128
females ; whereas the return to Dr Webfter was 269 fouls.
Fhe average of births annually does riot exceed fix. The
average of burials may be reckoned at fix for thefe tweaty
years back ; but exaltnefs here cannot be expefted, becaufe
there are many, who die in this parifh, that are buried in o-
ther parifhes; and many, that die in other parithes, arc buried
here. For thefe twenty years paft, it is fuppofed, that the
number of marfiages, on an average, does not exceed five
annually. The number of farmers amounts only to four, re-
fiding in the parifh ; though there are one or two, net refid
ing, who farm betwixt 100 and 140 acres, in this difind.
The diminution of the number of farmers, is owing, to feverat
farms being turned into one, and alfo feveral farms taken into
the pofleflion of the proprietor, for the purpofe of improve-
ment. The number of trades people, in this parith, i
very finall; only one fhoemaker, one houfe-carpenter or
wright, enc weaver, one tailor, and one black(mith. There
is but one Seceder. Of Epifcopalians, there are about nine
or ten. The diminution of the population of this parith,
owing to the feveral farms, which the proprictor Ras in bis
own hands, being all turned into grafs; and, as has been
mentioned, the other farms being held by fewer hands.
There is alfo no encouragement given here to manufac-
turers and fmall tenants; fo that there are, at leaft, an hun-

3 dred,
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dred, or an hundred and fifty or fixty perfons, fewer in the
parith, than there were 5o years ago.

Poor. The number of poor, is fuCtuating. At
prefent, they do not exceed 4 or 5. The collections and
funds for their relicf, are amply fufficient to fupply their
wants liberally. '

Church and 8tipend. —The church was built in 1636, and
has often been repaired.  The ftipend will not, including the
giebe, exceed L. 60 per anmum, when viCtual fells at 105 por
boll. George Skene of Skene, Efq. is patron, and the only
heritor. He commonly refides at Carcfton.

. Farming.——The number of acres, in this parith, may be
about 150e; above 200 of which, are planted with bard wood,
and firs of various kinds. At an average, there are, at leaft,
350 acres employed in raifing corn, flax, greens, cabbages,
and turnips. The farms, in this parifh, are all divided iato
ten equal parts, the ane half in tillage, under crop, and the
other half laid down with clover and rye~grafs. The ordinary
ratation abferved, is five years in tillage, and five in grafs.
The firft crap, after breaking up their ficlds, is oats; the fe-
cond, barley; the third, oats; the fourth, turnips, potatoes,
cabbage, and peafe; and the fifth year, the field is laid down
with barley and grafs fceds. They fow fometimes wheat, and.
flax, as interim crops ; but thefe are not reckoned in the ordi-
nary courfe of cropping; though, it is obfervable, that the
crop of flax is not allowed to ftand in the room of a green
crop, which can, by no means, be omitted. The lint is
ardinarily fown the firft crop in the rotation.

The parith is not only able to fupply itfelf with the necef
fary pravifions of meal malt, butter, and cheefe, and poultry
of all kinds, but there can be fpared from it, annually, a very

confiderabls

-
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confiderable quantity of grain of all kinds; a number of fed
cattle for the butcher; and fome few fed fheep. Butter and
cheefe are alfo fold to a confiderable amount. From 6o to
near 70 acres are annually fown with flax. The ground, in the
pofleion of the proprietor, is moftly in clover and rye.
grafs, (about 2e acres excepted;) and, as it is all in
clofed and fubdivided, it generally lets to graziers and othen,
at 208, 258, 308, and 46s, per acre. The amount of grafs
fields, in the proprietor’s hand, and what the tenants have lid
‘down in grafs, on their farms, may be reckoned at leaft feven
or cight hundred acres. The number of acres in naturl
grafs does not exceed one hundred. Of boggy ground, there
are not forty acres.  There is no part of the parith in com-
mon ; and the number of acres of wafte ground does not ex-
ceed thirty.

Antiguities.—There are two artificial mounts in the parifh,
about 200 yards diftant from each other, which are common-
ly called Lows; and tradition fays, that one of thefe mounts
was the ufual place where courts of juftice were held, and
judgement was given; and that the other was the place,
where the law was put in execution, when criminals were
capitally convi€ted. Others imagine, that they were places
of obfervation, on which fires were kindled, at the approach
of an enemy.

School.—The {choolmafter has a falary of L. 10 yearly, ex-
clufive of perquifites ; and he alfo officiates as feflion-clerk,
for which he has a fee of 20 merks Scotch. The other emo-
Juments are inconfiderable, on account of the fmall number
of parithioners. He has likewife a good fchool-houfe and
garden, with about two acres of ground, at a low rent

from Mr Skene. The number of fcholars varies, as in other
places
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places, feldom above thirty, and very often below 20. Eng.
glith, writing, arithmetic, book-keeping, navigation, and 2.
ftronomy, are the branches taught here ; but no Latin. -

Mifcellaneous Obfervations—There are feveral difadvantages
in this parifh. A fcarcity of fuel is one ; ascoal, the only fo-
el ufed here, cannot be got nearer than the port of Montrofe,
which is 12 miles diftant 3 and there, coal isfold at a very high
price, (8s and 8s 6d. per boll,) on account of the high duty laid
on that article, at that and the other ports on the north coaft
of thisifland. Every boll, or 72 ftones, cofts 12s. to the con-
fumer. Montrofe is alfo the neareft port for exporting
grain, which, being a long carriage, is of confiderable difad-
vantage to the farmer. ——Lime and marle are the only means
of improvement in this parith, and thefe are both to drive a
confiderable diftance. Good lime cannot be had nearer than
12 miles, and marle 7 miles. There is indeed lime to bc bad
mearer, but of an inferior quality.

This parifh has alfo its advantages. The road to the port
of Montrofe, is very good, fmooth, and level, without the in-
terruption of hills, and is feldom interrupted by florms in the
winter time ; fo that the communication is free and open at
all feafons. This parifh being contiguous to Brechin,
has a regular communication by poft, every day of the week. In
Brechin there is alfo a ready market for previfions of 2ll kinds,
which can be fpared from this place. And, in return, may be
had every other article, both for the neeeflity and conveniency
of families. The {oil being good, and the climate tem-
perate, give the advantage of good grain, which ordinarily
comes to full maturity, without being hurt by the early frofts,
or blafting ftorms in autumn; fo that the farmer has the ad-
vantage of a true crop.—————This parith has the advantage
of being excellently well watered, not only from the two rivers

Vor. 1L 3 Q. . already
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already mentioned, but alfo by a numaber of fine fprings, from
which iffuc great abundance of exceeding finc water in almeft
cvery ficld.——There is plenty of {reeftone.——The number
of ploughs will not exceed g or 10; fome of which are made
for 4, and fome for 2 horfes, as oocalion requizes.  About 20
carts, or at moft 24, arc ufed for the purpofc of hufbandm.

There is no inn, or even alehoufe in the parithe—

The tenants have their leafes on very reafonsble terms; ac

bappy in their intercourfe with onc another, 3nd cnjoy ina
sonfiderable degsee the bleflings of focial like,

NUMBER
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PARISH OF KINNELL.

(couNTY OF ANGUS.)

By the Reo. Mr. €CHseLIN.
R ———

Nawe, Situation, $&c.

T isfaid, that Kinnell fignifies the head of the pool, the church
and manfe being placed near a deep pool in the water of
Lunan. Jt ie fituated in the county of Forfar, prefbytery of
Aberbrothock, and fynod of Angus and Mearns. ———The foil
is of two kinds. . One is clay, and naturally wet ; the other
light, producing geod erops: in a meift feafon, but much
parehed when it is dry. The airis healthy. No ficknefs pre-
vails-te any extent. Sometimes in the month of February
there arc fevers, but chiefly among the poor, in' confequence
of their low diet, damp houfes ,&c. There are no mi-
neral fprings, lakes, or woeds in the parith. The water of
Lunan runs through a part of it, in which, are excellent burn
trouts, which are in perfelion in the 'months of June and

J’“’!-\ . s

Population, &'c.——The andent ftate of its population can-
not now be known. The return to Dr Webfter, in 1755,
was 761 fouls ; bat, this is fuppofed to be a miftake, as, till

3 3Qa within

.
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within thefe 25 years, they never exceeded 6oc  Theynow 2
mount to 830. The increafe is owing to the tenants having
ufc for more hands, being bufied inclofing their farms, and
improving them with lime and marle. There are likewife a
number of fmall pofleffions, which give great encouragement
to population. There are no villages, nor any uninhabited
houfes in the parith. At an average for the laft 10 years,
there have been 6 marriages, 20 baptifms, and 12 deaths
yearly. There are only 3 heritors, none of whom
refide. '

Rent, Tenants, &c.~—The valued rent is L. 2,708 Scots.
The real rent about L. 1,700 fterling. There are 18 greater,
and 5o fmaller tenants. Some of the greater pay from L. g0,
to L. 150 per annum. The {maller, who are generally tradef-
men, pay from L.g to L. 15 yearly. There 2,000 ara-
ble acres, and from 4, to 500 of muir. The acre is let
from 108 to 158.———There are 160 horfes, and about 6oo
black~cattle : No fheep. The principal crops are oats and
barley ; fome peafe and beans; a great deal of clover and
rye-grafs. A confiderable quantity of flax, and fome wheat,
are alfo raifed. Turnips and potatoes are now a general crop
all over the country. There is much more grain raifed, thanis
neceflary for the fupport of the inhabitants. There was no-
thing remarkable in the ftate of the parith, in the years 1782,
and 1783 ; meal was dear, but there was no real fcarcity.

Church, (s, ~===~The church was built in 1766, and the
manfe in 1926, Al the inhabitants of the parifh very regu-
larly attend the eftablithed church, except one Seceder, and
three of the Epifcopal perfuafion. The king is patron, The
living confifts of 48 bolls meal, 32 bolls bear, and L.27:14:6
in moncy, befides a garden, and 2 glebe of fix acres.

: Schoals.
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8chool.—The legal falary is 200 merks Scots. Perquifites
are, for a marriage, 2s6d. for the baptifin of a child whofe pa-
rents are above the rank of cottagers, 1s. from cottagers, halfa
merk Scots; and for certificates, 4d. For teaching Englifh,
18, per quarter; for writing and arithmetic, £s 6d; and for
Latin, 28 In the fummer, there are from 3o to 40 fcholars,
and, in the winter 5o and upwards.

Poor.—There are, at prefent, 8 perfons on charity, at 4s,
each per month ; befides feveral others, who get cloaths, thoes,
and coals, once a year. The fum {pent yearly for their fup-
port, is about L. 26 fterling, arifing from weekly colleQions,
feat rents in the church, and the intereft of fome money be-
longingto them. The Sefion is very attentive to their necef-
fities, allows none of them to beg, and pays the fchoolmafter
for teaching their children, But a great many beggars, from
diftant places, infeft the parifh continually. It has
been faid, that all the parifhes in Scotland, except two or three
in the Highlands, can maintain their own poor at home :—
‘Why, then, are they allowed to wander about, opprefling the-
country at large ?

Antiquities.~There was 2 mound of earth lately opened in
the parifh, and feveral human bones found in it of a large fize.
There was alfo an urn, containing burnt human bones. The
outfide of it was ornamented clay, and the infide charcoal. It
is probable, that the burning of the dead was confined to the
chief ranks, as being both troublefome and expenfive. When
burnt, they were put into earthen ums, as among the Greeks
and Romans, and a barrow of earth thrown up in proportion
to their rank.——Buchanan fpeaks of a battle, in the reign
of James IL between the Lindfays and Ogilvies, about the
year 1443. Traditiori adds, that the battle was fought near

O this
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this place, and that a man, of the name of Iroas, wiis flain in
the pusfuit. On account of his eatraerdinary fize, his boot
and {pur were taken off, and hung up in an aiflc adjoining to
this. church, belonging to the family of Airly. The boot, ina
cautfe of years, would fall down and perifh; but the fpur fiill |
remaing on the wall, covered with ruft. It meafures 8 inches
in length, and 44 in breadth, and the rowel is as largeas a
crown piece.

In 1790, a boy, geing from fchool, found, undera bit of
flcte, a confiderable number of filver pennics; fome of them
were in good prefervation, coulidering how long they have
been under ground, and have the following infcription, Ed.
R. Angl. Dns. Hyb. The zeverfe is, on fome of them, Ciuitas
London. on othere, Givitas Cantor. or Civitas Dublinenfis.

Mifceflaneous Qbfervations——The roads are tolerable. ——
Theftatute-labour is fometimes exa&ted in kind, and fometimes
commuted. There are no ftone bridges in the parith, no
turnpikes, no fervices of any confequence ; no poft-office. The
neareft is Aberbrethock, about 4 miles diftant.~—No peat,
fome bad turf; but plenty of coal, from Aberbrothock, for
6s the boll, which is 70 ftones weight.

General Charaler.—The people are fober, regular, and
induftrious. No emigrations, no banithments, no murders’
no fuicides in the memory of the oldeft. There are two ale
houfes in the parifh, which have no bad effeéts on their mo-
rals. There is a confiderable alteration to the better, within
thefe 20 years, in drefs, manner of living, houfes, &c.

NUMBER
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NUM B'E.R XLIv.
PARISH OF CRAIG.
(county ot umus.)' |
By the Rev. Mer. James Paron.

With a Mar. 4

i

e — . emaasemad M Rad

Name, Sitution, Extent, .

THIS parith was originilly called Inch-Brayoick, -or Inch-
Broyock ; by which name, an ifland of 34 Scots acres,
near the harbour of Montrofe, but withia the bounds of this
parith, is ftill known. It is probably of Gaelic origin ; Irich-
broyock, fignifying, in that language, the Iland of Trouts.—
‘To this day, two-thirds of the fithing ground, around the
ifland, go by the name of the Trout-4hot. ———— At whit pe-
riod, the parith began to be denominated Craig, cannot now
be afcertained. The continental part was perhaps commonly
" called Craig ; and when the place of worfhip was transferred,
from the ifland to the continent, the whole might obtain thac
name. It was natusal to give it that appellation, as the wholz
coait, '(about 4 miles in extent,) is lined with rock. It is al-
ways to be found, by digging the ground a littde way; and,

in many places, in appears above the furface.
This
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This parifh is fituated in the prefbytery of Brechin, in the
fynod of Angus and Mearns, and fhire of Forfar. It is be-
tween § and 6 miles long, and its greateft breadth is fome-
what more than 2. To the fouth and weft it is confiderably
clevated, being about 4oo feet above the level of the fea. It
contains, in all, 3308 : 1:26 acres, Scots meafure ; the whole
of which (a few hundred acres excepted) is arable. The foil,
is, in ggneral, very good, and produces excellent crops.

Rivers, High Grounds.—The Southefk, after croffing a ba-
fon of water, about 8 or ¢ miles in circumference, (which is
filled by the tide twice every 24 hours) divides this parith from
that of Montrofe. 1t afterwards falls into the fea, at the eaft-
ern extremity of this parith.——On the ‘coaft, Dunninald is
the higheft ground, Govanhill in the middle, and Pittaris hill,
and Mount-bay to the Weft; from all which there are very
extenfive and pleafant profpefts. Mount-Bay was formerly
called the King’s feat, Red-caftle, in the neighbourhood, hav-
ing formerly been a royal refidence.

. Climate, Difeafes, Mineral Springs, £'c.—The air, in a k-
tuation fo elevated, is pure; the climace generally healthy.—
The moft common difeafes are fevers and confumptions ; there
are fome inftances of dyfenteries, and rheumatifmss aguesare
very rare, and there are fome few cafes of epilepfy and of lu-

_macy. A fingular kind of diftemper, called the Jouping ague,
‘has fometimes, made . its appearance in this parith. The pati-
ents, when fcize;:l, have all the appearances of madnefs ; their
bodies are varioufly diftorted; they run, when they find an
opportunity, withamazing fwiftnef(s, and over dangerous pal-
fes'; and, when confined to the houfe, they jump, and climb
“in an aftonithing manner, till their ftrength be exhaufted.—
Cold bathing is found ta be the moft effeCtual remedy. ——

v | mrc
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There is a fpring in Roflie, ftrongly impregnated with iron 3
which is drank, and, it is faid, with good effe&, by perfons
of relaxed habits.

Tides and Fifberiess—~The courfe of the tide, on this coaft, is
north and fouth, the flood coming from the north. In
this parifh, there are two pretty large fithing villages, Ferry-

" den and Ufan; the firft, contains about 38 families, and the
other 20; all of whom are fithermen, or perfons conneted
with them. Thofe of Ferryden employ fix boats, 4 men to
each boat; and, in the fummer feafon, 3 barks for the coal
trade. The fithermen of Ufan have 3 boats, and 6 men to
each boat. Laft war, dbout 24 men from thefe villages, and

 the reft of the parifh, ferved on board his Majefty’s navy, and
a few in the army. The fith caught op the coaft are cod,
ling, haddocks, fkate, flounders, and turbot. There is alfo

‘great abundance of mufcles, lobfters, and crabs. The come
mon price of white fith here, may be calculated at 3 farthings
per pound. Tl falmon fithings on the Southefk, belonging
to two proprietors in this parith, were formerly very produc-
tive. Thofe of Roffie, fome feafons, yielded 10,000 falmon,
and grilfes; but, fince the year 1781, they have fallen off
greatly. The barrel of falmon fold, 20 years ago, for about
3 guineas, and the frefh falmon for 2s. per Dutch ftone; but,
of late, the prices have increafed to near double.——A few
years ago, a quantity of oyfters were brought from the Firth
of Forth, and put down in a place where they were likely to
breed. But, there is fome reafon to fufpc&, though the point
is not yet afcertained, that oyfters cannot thrive in the neigh.
bourhood of mufcles. '

Progrefs of Improvement.— About 6o years ago, this parith
Wwas, in a great meafure, open, fearcely a fingle field being
Vou. IL 3 R inclofed.
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inclofed. The late Mr Scot of Dunninald, and his byother,
Mr Scot of Roffic, were the firft who began to inclofe thejr
property, in 1730. Thorn hedges, and hedge-row trees were
firft tried ; but this mode being found tedious and expenfive,
carthen fences, with furze or whins on the top, were adopt-
ed. But thefe, after a trial of many years, being found in.
fufficient, the gentlemen have begun to inclofe with ftone
dykes, or walls ; and, if they perfevere, with the fame fpirit
with which they have begun, (which there is reafon to believe
will be the cafe,) ina few years, the whole ficlds of the parith
will be inclofed in that maaner.

Roads,=———Formerly, the king’s high-way, which pafles
through this parith, was very infufficient, and, in the winter,
feafon, almoft impaffable. But, about the year 1750, by the
application of the ftatute labour, an excellent road betwixt
Ferryden and Arbroath, was begun, and in a few years com-
pleted.  This year, a new turnpike road, a little to the weft
of the other, through this parifh, was begun, (by a tra& more
circuitous indeéd, but deemed to be more level, and commo-
dious for travellers,) and will foon be finithed. By means of
the ftatute labour, now generally commuted, we begin to en-
joy good private roads, of which we ftood in great need.

Wood.— About the beginning of this century, there was lit-
tle wood in this corner; but within thefe 70 or 8o years, a
good deal has been planted, and the parifh may now be faid to
be pretty well wooded ; particularly in the wafte pare of i,
where a great many acres have been inclofed and planted.

Agriculture— About 6o years ago, Meffrs. Scotts began
gradually to make confiderable improvements in the cultiva-
tion of their lands. They had plenty of lime within the pa-

rifh;
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rith; but feveral years clapfed, before the reft of the country
began to follow their example. Of late, however, ftill far-
ther improvements have been made, particularly by a quicker
rotation of green crops: The lands are kept in better heart,
and produce more plentiful crops than formerly.

Pyrice of Land, and Rent.—Rather better than a century a-
go, Patrick Scort, Efq. bought, (with the exception of two
fmall pieces of property,) the whole parifh, for about L.10,000
fterling ; and, within thefe 8 years, that property, viz. Rof-
fie, including Craig, and Dunninald, exclufive of the eftate of
Ufan, was fold for L. 64,000. About the year 1730,
the average rent of land here, was about 4s 6d. whereas all
the farms, let within thefe few years, give from L.1:5 to
L. 1 : 10, per acre.— The valued rent of the whole parith, is
L.42%5:4:1 Scots. .The real rent, including the produce of
lime, and of falmon fithings, is above L. 4000 fterling.

Services.——=The meagre look, the tattered garment, the
wretched hovel, the ill-cultivated and unproduétive field, with
the other miferable effelts of feudal tyranny, and the fure ef-
feQs of perfonal fervices, are curfes, from which this part of
the country, has long fince besn generally delivered. The on-
ly relik of this kind here, is, the thirlage to a mill, to which
the tenants, upon one of the eftates are fub;e&ed _but which
is foon to be removed.

Ferry Boats.—By the regifter of the kirk-feffion here, it ap-
pears, that, upon the fabbath day, efpecially in time of pub-
lic worfhip, no boats were permitted to crofs at Ferryden.—
Whereas now, they are more employed on that, than on any
ether day of the week ;—the liberfy of modern times having
dffumed, -or being allowed, a flacker rein,

3R2 Caftles
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Cafles and Forts. ~~There werey in this parifh, two caftles,
that of Black Jack on the fea fhore, formexly the refidcnce of
the family of Dunninald, of which, by the falling of the rock,
there are harldly any remains; and. the caftle of Craig, which
was demolifhed not many years ago. At the extvemity of the
parifh; to the eaft, where the Southefk falls into the fea, there
are the remains of an carthen fort, in the form.of a {quare;
cach fide of which was about 5o.fcet; the walls 16 feet thick,
and, formerly, ashigh, or higher than a man’s head. With-
in, there was a houfe, for the purpofe of affarding fhelter to
the men, and holding flores or ammunition. Without the
fquare, and facing the mouth of the river, thera was a breafl-
work of earth, where cannon had been planted, .to defend the
entrance of the river. Traditian, reports, that it had.been
made ufe of in Oliver Cromwell’s time ; but whether ereCted
by him, or in more antient times, cannot now. be.afcertained.
At this fort, fome cannon were placed, folate as the 1745.—
About 20 years ago, the town of Montrofe built, within this
fquare, a quadrangular tower, between 20 and 30 feet high,
for a land-mark, to dire&t veflels at fea; and, along the fouth
fide of the river, at afmall diftance from one another, two co.
nical towers, or pillars, were lately ercéted by that town, for
directing veflels, when to take the river, with fafety.

Population.~=—There has been a regular and progrelfive in-
creafe, in the population of this parifh, for thefe thany years
paft. About a century ago, the number of fouls was about
676. It rofe, in 1738 to 806. The repart. to Dr Webiter,
in 1755, was 935. In 1768, the number was.1264, and, oo

the 24th of February, 1791, it came to 1314. Of which there
were,

Wader
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Under 10 years of age © - C.- 359
Between 10 and 10 - . e - 227

* eem— 20 and 3o - - 214
—— 30and g0 ! .- - 299
e 50 and 70 - - 170
— 7o and 80 - - - 3r
e 80.2nd 9o, and upwards - ’ 14
Total 1314

- Excepting one man, who is about gt years of age, no per-
fou, in this parid, excceds 86, The number of males is 639,
of females, 676. The number of families, 302. Prior to 1693,
the average of births was abiout 263 about 1938, they rofe to
34. Mare recently, the births, deaths, and marriages were
as follows: , '

Years Births " Deaths Marriages. .
1768 52 S 25 13
1778 50 ' 16 13
1788 " 48 2§ 16
Average of thcfcycérs 49 22 . 14
.

Poor.~Theaverageamount of colletions for the poor, fromthe
year 1653 to 1758, inclufive, wasabout 2s 10d. per week. In
the year 1760, when the prefent incumbent was fettled, there
was only about L. 83 laid out at intereft. The colleQions have
fince increafed confiderably, and, for fome years paft, have
been, at a medium, 128 weekly.———Same years ago, the
funds received, from Alexander Arbuthnot, Efq. Commiffi-
oner of the cuftoms-at Edinburgh, an addition of L.roo, and
lately, from a proprictor of this parifh, L. ge. Thefe fums,.
together with former favings, amount now to L. 200, pro-
perly fecured at an intereft of § per cent.

The
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The number of weekly penfioners is 12. The weekly pen-
-fron is 128 9d. befides confiderable fums given from time to
time, to other poor, not upon the lift, and the purchafe of
coals for all the poor annually. It may here be remarked,
that, befides the private benefations of refiding heritors to
the poor, they derive much benefit from the circumftanee of
fuch families being of our own communion, and attending the
eftablifhed church, which has generally been the cafe, for 2
century paft. During 40 years, and upwards, no poor have
had occafion or been allowed to beg ; the parith being both a-
ble and willing to maintain its own poor. Many however,
are apt to give liberally to ftrolling vagrants, or fturdy beggars,
who infeft this diftri& and the neighbourhood; an evilifevere-
ly felt, and which ftands much in need of an effeQual remedy.

Church, -Patronage, t'c.—The patrons are the mafters of
the New College of St. Andrews. The manfe was built about
the year 17483 the offices in the year 1774 ; and an excellent
garden wall, in 1788. The manfeis inconveniently ficuated ;
being diftant from the church about a mile. The ftipend is
L. 42 : 4 : 5v%, with 3 chalders viCual, half meal, and half
bear. “The glebe confifts of 7 acres, including Roufes and
garden. The church was repaired, and almoft new built, in
the year 1760. There were, in popith times, 4 burial places
in the parith. The prineipal one, at prefent, is in the ifland
of Inchbrayock.—The inhabitants belong, with very few ex-
ceptions, to the eftablithed church. In 1'788, there were on-
Yy 6 Seceders, and 16 Epifcopalians.

School.——Very lately, a fubftantial andfelegant houfe was
buile for the fchoolmafter; and his yearly falary was raifed,
withint thefe few years, from L. 8 to L. 20.; the fchool fees,
and other perquifites, may amount te L. 20 more. Adjeind

ing
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ing to his houfe; is a fchool-houfe, fufficiently laxge and com-
modious, with a fmall garden.

ManufaBures.——In the manufa&uring line, thereis nothing
carried on here to any great extent. The reafons may be,
that the great obje&t of purfuit, in this diftric, is agricul-
ture, and that the fituation of the parith, much elevated and™
remote from rivers, does not furnifth the water that would be
requifite ‘for extenfive bleachfields, and for the operations of

_mills. There are, however, 36 weavers including apprenti-
ces, 6 carpenters, 4 mafons, 4 fmiths, with a few fervants
of cach clafs; 2 flaters; and one baker.

Mifcellancous Obfervations.~The good and juftly celebrated
Bithop Leighton was of the family of Ufan, in this parifh.
Only one man, with his family, has emigrated from the dif-
tri€t, for thefe fome years paft. The caufe of this was, not
oppreflion, nor want of employment, nor poverty unaideds
(for none of thefe evils are felt here,) but the {pirit, which
prevailed at the time, and the delufive hope of gaining much

with little labour.——There are, in this parifth, in wheat,
~ oats, barley, peafe, flax, turnips, potatoes, and cabbages, 3.
bout 2900 acres. Number of horfes, 183 ; of black cattle,
8043 of fheep, 1013.~There are 6 houfes for vending ale
and [pirits, in one of which only ale is brewed. The practice
of fmuggling foreign fpirits, from which this coaft is not yet
free, is produltive of much lofs to the public, and of many
evils to individuals.

Advantages and Difadvantages.—~One advantage arifes from
the nearnefs of the parith to Montrofe, where the inhabitants
can purchafe what they want, and fell what they have to dif-
pofe of, with little lofs of time; and, when the bridge is

2 buile
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built over the Southefk, (with the near profpe&t of which ve
are now flattered,) the communication will be much eafer,
and attended with many additional conveniences. —— Anether
advantage is the eafy accefs which the farmers have te lime.
At Bodden, in this parith, there is a lime-work carried on %o
great extent; and, to that fpot, all the improvements in huf-
bandry, made in this country, is, in a great meafure owing.
The greatelt difadvantage, is the high price of coals, owingto
the heavy duty, which takes place here. This tax is much
complained of, as evidently partial, impolitic, and unreafon-
able. A fmall duty laid at the pit,  would yicld much more to
government than the prefent one; and the burden being kil
equally upon all, would be much more eafily borne, and could
fcarccly be objeéted to, on any juft and reafonable grounds
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NUMBER XLV.

PARISH OF KIRKDEN.

(coUNTY OF ANGUS.)

By the Rev. Ma. MiLLiGan.

Name, Situation, Extent, e,

THE parith has two names, Kirkden, alias Idvie. The

firft only is in common ufe; and is evidently derived
from the fituation of the kirk and manfe, which are built in 2
den. It derives its]other name from the barony of Idvie.—
It is about § Englith miles inlength, and the broadeft part of
it does not exceed 2. About the middle, for near a mile, itis
very narrow.—Kirkden lies in the prefbytery of Arbroath,
in the fynod of Angus and Mearns, and in the county of An-
gus or Forfar. The foil is various. About 1200 acres are-
dry kindly land, mixed with fmall ftones, called by the far=
mers, a beachy foil. This part is, in general, foonett fit for
the feed in the fpring; and the crop upen it is fooneft ripe in
autumn. About goo acres are deep dry land, and the bed is
till. The remainder is a cold clay bed, and is naturally wet
and fpungy, but has been greatly improved by draining.

Vor.IL 38 ) Air,
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Air, Climate, Difeafes.——The air is commonly clear and
falubrious, excepting fometimes in the evening, about the end
of April, or the beginning of May, when the wind is wefter-
ly. In the pleafanteft days, and fometimes for feveral days
together, we fee the fog rifing on the German Ocean, about
3 or 4 o’clock in the afternoon ; and, even when we enjoy the
moft delightful funfhine, we knew, that, in an hour or two,
" we fhall be involved in darkrefs, that may almoft be felt.
flowly does the damp approach, that it is often fome hours be-
fore it reach us, after we fee it a~coming. In general, how-
- ever, the inhabitants are remarkably healthy. About 25 or
20 years ago, the ague, efpecially in the fpring, was fo ge-
neral, that many farmers found it difficult to fow and harrow
their lands, inthe properfeafon, owing totheirfervants being fo
much afflited withit. At prefent, this difeafe is little known
in this parith, or in the ncighbourhood. This is perhaps
owing to the draining of the grounds, the great change
that has taken place in the mode of living, drefs, &c. Every
year, feveral children die of the fmall pox, the prejudices a-
gainft inoculation being ftill very great. In vain, the patrio-
tic Mr Dempfter provided, laft feafon, an able phyfician and
proper medicines: Though inoculation, by thefe means,
might have been got gratis, hardly one accepted the generous
offer,

Rivers and Fifb.——The Finny and Lunan, both of which
rife in the parith of Forfar, cither pafs along, or partly inter-
fe& the parifh of Kirkden. There is excellent burn-trout in
both, which are, however, every year, much deftroyed with
the watering of flax, either in the rivulets themfelves, orin
places from whence the deadly ftreams run into them. Eels
are alfo caught in the feafon ; and fea ﬁlh arc brought from
the coaft in confiderable quantities.

Manufaltures.
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Moanufallures.——There is hardly 2 houfe in the parifh,
where one or more women are not employed in {pinning yarn,

for the Ofnaburgh weavers. Many millions of yards of Ofna-’

burgh cloth, are, every year made in this county, of which
this parith manufactures its proportion. The women all {pin
with both hands ; and a good fpinner can carn 3s, or 3s 6d,
per week.  Girlsof 13, or 14 years of age, earn 28, and ma-

ny of them 23 6d a week ; and they - reckon their board only

about 1s 6d. For this reafon, many, inftead of going to fer-
vice, continue with their parents and friends, merely for the
purpofe of fpinning, as being a more profitable employment,
and, in which they enjoy more liberty. But there are many,
who do not like to be fo clofely confined to fpinning, and
therefore go to fervice, where only- a part of their time is
fpent at the wheel. Weavers are interfperfed, at fmall dif-
tances, all over the country ; and moft of them give out flax,
and pay the current price for fpinning it. Much of the flax
grows at home ; but great quantities are alfo brought from
abroad. Till lately, the manufa&turers of this neighbourhood
went to Forfar or Arbroath, for the ftamping and fale of their
webs ; but now. there is 2 market, every fortnight, for thefe
purpofes, at the neighbouring village of Letham.

Population.——On the laft day of O&tober 1790, the num-
ber of perfons living in she parith of Kirkden, properly pa-
rithioners, were 737; of whom there were 359 males, and
368 females.

382 Below

’
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Below 10 years of age - Msalo“. - l:‘emd;
Between 10 and 20 - ‘o8 - - &
e 20 and §o - 124 - - 154
#— 50 and 70 - 43 - - 47
Above 70 - - 11 - - - 6
s B0 /= . 3 . -
359 368

Thomas Lyal, Efq. of Gardyn, the oldeft man now living
in the parith, was 85 years old, the gth of O&ober, 1990,
and is yeta healthy man. A labouring man of this parith died
laft year, aged 92 years, and a few days. The return to
Dr Webtter of the population of Kirkden, in 1755, was 563.
The inhabitants have therefore encreafed 160. The caufe
feems to be the flourithing ftate of manufa&tures.

The parifh regifters being very inaccurately kept, no cer-
tain conclufions can be drawn from them. From 1980, to
1787, inclufive, the number of marriages were about 71, and

of burials, 66. .

Divifion of the Inbabitants.———In this parith there are 133
families; 17 of which, confift, but of two perfons each; and
2 or 3 folitary individuals. Of the above there are 4 refding
heritors, 33 farmers, (perfons who have no other occupation)

26 weavers, § wrights, 4 taylors, 2 mafons, 2 cadgers,
(fith-carriers,) 4 blackfmiths, 3 fhoemakers, 6 millers, 2
creamers, (perfons who go through the parith, and neigh-
bourhood, and buy butter, hens, eggs, &c. moftly for the
Dundee market,) and 19 labourers. The above are all heads
of families. There are about 6o labouring fervants, male and
female ; but almoft all the females are chiefly employed in

fpinning; and thereare 9 or 1o houfchold fervants in the he-
ritors
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ritors families.  Many families have no occafion to hire
fervants, baving a Hufficient number of children to periorm
their work. And the faucinefs of fingle ferrants makes others -
engagecottagers, whofe family tics make them more dependant
and humble. Thus evil produces good, and pride prevents depo-
pulation. Each of thefe married labourers has a houfe and
yard; a cow maintained fimmer and winter; 52 ftones of
meal ; the carriage of their coals and other fuely and com-
monly, fome ground allowed them for lint : and fome of them
have L. 5, fome L. 6, and fome of them L. 7 in money. Be-
fides thefe fervants, reapers are engaged for harveft ; a good
female fhearer at about L. 1, and a male atabout L. 1 : 6. All
the inhabitants are of the eftablifhed religion, except the re-
fiding heritors, and 1 or 2 in their families, in all about a
dozen, who belong to the church of England; and about
21 Antiburgher Seceders, including children.

_ General Charalier. The inhabitants of this parifh,
with very few exceptions, are an induftrious, civilized, and
contented people. No perfon has been bunifhed from it, nor
been guilty of murder, fuicide, or amy atrocious crime, with-
in the prefent century ; if we except thofe, who, from miftak-
en loyalty, followed the Pretender, in 1745. ,

‘Chriftmas is held as a great feftival in this neighbourhood.
On that day ¢ the fervant is free from his mafter,” and goes
about vifiting his friends and acquaintance. The pooreft muft
have beef or mutton on the table, and what they call a dinner
with their friends. Many amufe themfelves with various di-
verfions, particularly with fhooting for prizes, called here
wad-/booting. And many do but little bufinefs all the Chrift-
mas week ; the evening of almoft every day being fpent in a-
mufement. All the lower claffes of the people flill obferve
the old ftile.

Church.



510 Staviftical Account

Church, amm——The church was built in the year 17495 and
the manfe was repaired, and the office houfes rebuilt in 1983,
The living confifts of 16 bolls of meal, 6 bolls of bear, and
850 merks Scots, (L.47:4:5+4), in money, and 6 acres of
land ; in all about L. 66 fterling 2 year. The Crown is
patron. '

Scheolome——The fchoolmafter’s falary is 100 merks Scots,
(L. 5 : 11:14%), with fome perquifites which do not exceed
L. 3 per annum. 'There are few {cholars.

Poor.——The number of poor at prefent, who receive ocea-
fional alms, is 10; but all of them have property, and
¢arn moft of their {ubfiftence, except 3 old perfons. They
live in houfes near their children, whe are in a thriving cen-
dition. They receive out of the poors funds, the price of a
boll of meal, one after another, as theyrequire it, onapplying to
the elders, any Sunday after fermon, and alfo money to buy *
fuel in the feafon. Orphan children are boarded at the rate of
L. 4 fterling per annmum. No perfon, properly belonging to
this parith, is in the habit of ftrolling about as a mendicant.
Indeed, in this manufalturing country, fuch as are able to
go about and beg, are generally fit, unlefs they have infant
children, to earn their bread at home, the women by fpinning,
and the men by filling pirns, (rolling up yarn upon lake reeds,
cut in fmall pieces for the fhuttle). By experience, we have
found it to be a great faving of our poors funds, to aid thofe
who are finking into poverty, before they fall too low. To
fupport the, poor we have the weekly colle@tions and feat-rents
of a loft, in the church, ere@ed out of the poors money, in
all about L. 15 or L. 16 per annum ; and L. 156 lent out upon
intereft, at the rate of 4% per cent. This fund, for thefe 16
years paft, has been fully adequate to. the demands of the poor,

without
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without any applicatien to the landholders; who, about 20
years ago, were in the ufe of contributing annually a certain
fum for their relief. The poor are not only well provided
for, but very well fatisfied with the attention that is paid them.

Divifson and Rent of Lands.—~—The whole extent of the pa-
rith is nearly 3500 acres ; about 3000 of which are arable, and
the remainder planted, or moor, not yet improved. It is di-
vided among 6 proprietors, 4 of whom refide in it.” Only a-
bout a half of the parifh is yet inclofed ; but the inclofing pro-
ceeds apace ; the better fort of farmers being very fenfible of
the great advantage which may be derived from it.

There are about a dozen of perfons, including 3 proprie-
tors, who farm from about 30 to 5o acres each. The
reft of the parith is divided into {maller portions, from 36
down to 6 acres ; for there are very few families in the parith,
who have not one, or more cows, not excepting thofe who
live partly on charity. 'The rent of moft farms, lately
let in leafe, taking the good and bad land of the farm, at an a-
verage, is 158. One large inclofed farm, however, i lately let
at L. 1 the acre. The late leafes are, in general, for 19
years. For a crop of lint land, fome pay L. 5, and fome (this
year) L.6:3, the acre. Thofe who let thie land, plough and
harrow it, and carry the flax to and frem the watering,——
Perfonal fervices, thofe badges of antient flavery, are ftill part-
ly continued, though lighter than formerly, and now limited.
Several of the tenants, however, are altogether freed from
them. Itis a pretty common thing, to pay a certain number
of kain fowls. - Some of the tenants are obliged to give a
draught of one, or more horfes, for a fpecified number of
miles, if required ; or to fend one or more carts for coals to
the proprictor, and to give, perhaps, a day of all their reapers,

in
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in harveft, upon recciving notice the evening befoere. Thee-
vil confequences, which muft refult from this, are obwious.

Mode of Cultivation——There are 44 ploughs in the parith
all drawn by horfes; but many of them hardly deferve the
name of ploughs; for feveral of thofe, who rent about 12 or
15 acres of land, keep only enc horfe, and, joining with ano-
ther in the fame ftate, with thefe two, commonly but indiffe-
rent, horfes, they cultivate both farms. A tenant with two
plonghs, and 8 ftrong horfes, is fuppoled able to manage s
farm of 200 acres to great perfection. It is true, there are
often but two horfes in the plough; and he ftirs his barley
ground fometimes, with one horfe only, while the other hor-
fes are doing other parts of the farm work. ———The mode
of farming is various, according as the tenants, who have old
leafes, are fkilled in hufbandry, or otherwife, or accotrding to
the tafte, andknowledge of the proprictor, by whom, in thelate
leafes, they are often tied down to a certain rotation of crops.
In general, however, about half of the land is in grain of va-
" rious kinds, and the other half fown with grafs feeds. What-
ever number of crops, in grain, are taken, the land lies as long
in grafs. ‘The following is a common rotation: After grafs,
1ft, oats, 2dly, turnips, peafe, potatocs, orlint; 3dly, barley
and grafs feeds, keeping it in grafs three years.

8tock and Produce.—The ftock in this parifh principally cos-
fifts of black cattle and hotfes : there are almoft no hogs, aud

not above 150 fheep. In regard to produce, after fupplying
the parifh itfelf, large quantitics of meal are annually fold in
the neighbouring towns; and about 1200 bolls of barley,
(313600 ftone), are annually exported. Through the whek
fummer, butter and cheefe are weekly carried to the different

markets around us.

1 - Fud
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Fuel ~Thisparith,and the neighbourhood, bring moft of their
fuel from Asbroath. The cart load of coals, (72 ftones), cofts
generally 6s 8d. befides carriage; yet this is our cheapeft, as
well as beft fuel , for there is litde peat in this neighbourhood,
and nope in this parith.

Roads and Bridges—The roads have, till laft year, been
made by the ftatute labour, which was, long ago, found alto-
gether infufficient, for making and keeping them in good re-
pair. The labour of one parith was often carrred out of it,
to make a road in another, while the roads, within the parifh
itfelf, were exceedingly bad.

In 1790, an a& of parliament was obtained, to raife mo-
ney by turnpikes, for making certain county roads, therein
laid down. In this a&, the ftatute labour is converted into
money, at the rate of L 1 : 4, fterling, on the L. 100 Scots of
valued rent, to be raifed yearly, till the parith roads are made.
By this a&, no money can be levied in one parith, to make
the roads of another. ’

The turnpike a& met with confiderable oppofition, before
it was carried in the county ; as moft improvements do in their
igfancyy and there are flill grumblers: But the gentlemen
now feem all agreed; and the moft refpetable farmers ac-
knowledge, that turnpikes muft be a great advantage in this
county, where roads were formerly, at no time good, and, in
winter, were {o decp, as to be almoft entirely unpaflable.

Antiquities.—A plain in the parith of Kirkden, between the
Finnyand the Lunan, fcems, in days of yore, to have been often
a ficld of blood. There is an obelifk in it ; and many Roman
urns, with bones in them, have, at different times, been dug
up. The obelifk is niched into a large ftone. There are on
it, fome imperfedt figures of horfes, &c. It is fuppofed by

Vor. 1L " gT fome
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fome, to have been erefted, upon the defeat of the Danes by
Malcolm II. about the fame time with the crofs at Camifton,
in the parith of Monikie, mentioned by Buchanan. Near this
obelifk, there was a green hillock, confifting of fand and gra-
vel, which was cut away 16 years ago, in ftraighting the roady
in which fome graves were found. The bones in them were by
no means of a larget fize, than thofe belonging to perfons in
modern times.

In this parith there are two attificial conical mounts, called
Laws : the law of the barony of Idvie, and that of Gardyne.
The laft is now covered with fir trees. The gallows ftood up-
on the top of the Law. Thomas Lyal, Efq. was told by Da«
vid Philip, fometime ago, a tenant in the parifh, that he (Da-
vid Philip) faw two Highlandmen taken in this parith, with
ftolen cattle, and immediately judged, condemned, and hang-
ed, on.the Law of Gardyne. The Law of Idvie has alfo an
aperture on the top, where probably the gallows ftood, or was

-occafionally ere&ted, in feudal times :

The caftle of Gardyne was built in 1568. It is firm and
entire. An addition, to make it a more commodious dwelling,
has been added in later times. The caftle is romantically b~
tuated, on the brink of a precipice, at the bottom of whieh,
there is a beautiful plantation of thriving trees, through which
there runs, a purling ftream, of the pureft water.

Mi/?el)armw Obfervations.—There is a mineral well in the
parith, which has cured fwellings and fores of the feer and
legs, merely by wathing, after the applications of feveral
phyficians had proved ineffeGtual. Potatoes are begin-
ning to be more ufed in the towns; but, in this parith, they
are feldom eat by the labourers, even by thofe on public cha-
rity, excepting in the months of O&ober, November, and
December. None, belonging to this parifh, ftroll a-

boss
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bout begging ; yet many Randies (fturdy vagrants) infeft this
country, from the neighbouring towns, and the Highlands;
who, from an undifcerning humanity, and fometimes, per-
haps, from timidity, are but too much encouraged.
A very great change, in the appearance of the people has taken
place, within thefe few years. About 1§ years ago, all the
men fervants wore coarfe home-manufaCured cloth and bon-
nets. "There were then feldom three men’s hats feen at church,
ona Sunday. Now, moft of the men fervants wear, on Sun-
day, good Englith cloth, (at leaft what goes by that name);
and there is hardly a bonnet to be feen in church. ——Many
of the lower clafles of females ftill continue to cover their
heads with the plaid in church: But feveral of them wear
cloaks and filk hats, and begin to drefs after the manner of
thofe in the more fouthern counties of Scotland.——Within
the laft 10 years, about g or 10 cottages have become ruinous;
but a greater number, and houfes of 2 better fort, have, in
that time, been built.

- NUMBER
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NUMBER XLVL

PARISH OF MID-MARRK

(COUNTY OF ABERDEEN.)
By Jonn OgciLvig, D.D.. F.R.S. E.
et

Name, Siwation, (¢,

' LL that part of the weft of Scotland, which lies between
the rivers, Dee and Don, was originally termed Marr.
The three great divifions of this extenfive region, are, Brac-
Marr, Cro-Marr, and Mid-Marr. The firft denotes the higheft
part of the country ; the fecond, a lower and more cultivated
diftri€t: the laft had its name, probably from its centrical fitu-
ation, in refpeét to the tworivers, each of which is diftant a-
bout 6 miles from the church. The parith is fitoated in
the prefbytery of Kincardine O'Neil, in the county and
fynod of Aberdeen. It is about 15 miles diftant from that ci-
ty. Its length, from eaft to weft, is about 6% miles; and its
breadth, from north to fouth, between 5 and 6 miles in fome
parts, exclufive of that part of the hill of Fare, which belongs

to the parifh, but which is uninhabited.
AnexaQ meafurement of the eftate of Mid-Mar, whichis
equal to about one half of the parifh, having recently been
mads,
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made, the following may be confidered, as a pretty juft efti-
mate of the quantity, and ftate of the lands, within the whole
diftrick.

Arable.

M——ﬁ
IncHf Notine Paft Mofs Wood Muir.
ed. clofed. ture.

Eftate of Mid-marr 559 1082 440 60 87 716 acres.
Suppofedbelong-

ing to other e- '

H’agte:i:tdfc;:- 650 1200 500 6o 123 Goo
rifh -

* 1209 2282 940 120 210 1316

Total 6077 acres, of which nearly .three-fifths, is in
cultivation ; fo that, including that part of the hill of Fare,
belonging-to Midmar, which contains 464 acres of mofs, and
3239 of muir, the contents of the whole parifh is about 9780
acres.

Hills, Foffls, Mineral Springs, &' In Mid-marr, the
only cniinence’, that deferves mention, is the hill of Fare,
which forms its fouthern boundary. The bafe of this moun-
tain is about 17 miles in circumference; and its height 1793
feet above the level of the feca. On that fide, which is con-
tiguous to the caftle of Mid-Marr, there is a thriving plantation
of fir trees, of almoft every fpecies. The interior part con-
tains, in its mofs, an invaluable zrticle of fuel to the neigh-
bouring inhabitants. It affords alfo excellent pafture, for
numerous flocks of fheep; and produces mutton of a very
fuperior flavour. No place, in this part of the country, fo
near the coaft, abounds perhnps'fo much, in muir-fowl,
hares, and other game, which find, at the fame time, both
food and fhelter, in the luxuriant heath, which overfpreads its

: furface.
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furface. Foxes indzed are, both numerous and mifchie-
vous; and are expelled from their hiding places with much
difficulty.

Several chalybeate fprings are found here, which, in fcro-
phulous and fcorbutic habits, have been found highly benefici-
al.  Thefe fprings are diftinguithed™ at the fountain-head,
from the common element, by a brown vifcous fubftance, ei-
ther adhering to the edge of the rill, or floating on its furface.
They may be traced, in the fame manner, at confiderable dif-
tance from their fources, by the brown tin&ure of their chan-
nel, and of the earth on each fide of it. The water takes a
blue caft upon mixing fpirits"with'ig, and is rendered black,
by a fmall infufion of ftrong tea, as is the cafe of the well-
known medical fpring of Peterhead. The chief fofll is
granite, of which, an excellent kind, capable of receiving a
very beautiful polifh, is found in different parts of the pa-
rifh. o

In the middle of this eminence is the vale of Corrichie,
well known as the fcene of a battle, wherein the contending
parties were headed by the Marquis of Huntly, and the Earl of
Murray. Huntly fell in this engagement, in which his for-
ces were routed by thofe of his antagonift, the general of the
unfortunate Mary. A {mall poffeflion, on the north fide of the
hill retains, at this day, the name of Craig-Hume, in memory
of one of that family, who was flain in that batt]e, and is in-
terred in the neighbourhood. It is proper alfo to obferve here,
that the name of Queen’s Chair,is given to an excavation, I know
not whether natural or artificial, on the fide of a rock, near
this valley. Here Mary is faid to have fat, while returning
fouthwards from Aberdeen, to view the fcene of the recent
engagement. In the neighbourhood of this fpot, a remarkable
echo is occafioned by the contiguity of three {mall eminences,
from two of which, and the adjoining wood, the laft accents

of
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of the voice are thrice reverberated, in a tone uncommonly
fhrill and diftin€. The principal remains of antiquity in this
parith, are three Druidical fanes, of which, one, near the
new church, is remarkably large ; and an artificial mount,
of confiderable magnitude, which is now a part of the glebe *.
‘This mount is obvioufly a work of art. A ditch or trench,
that is caft round it, is now covered with grafs, from the
bottom of which to the fummit, the perpendicular height is
about 30 feet. The acclivity is gentle at the entrance, but -
fteep in every other part. The middle part of the fummit
contains a cavity, with a fmall circular rifing in its centre.
Here, tradition reports, that criminals were tried, and juftice
adminiftered. Upon the muir of Dalharick, in the north-
weft part of the parifh, a battle is faid to have been fought,
between Wallace and Cumming, wherein a perfon of diftinc-
tion fell, of the name of Douglas: A tumulus, or cairn, marks
the place, in the field, where his body was interred ; and 2
brook that runs through it, retains, at this day, the name of
Douglas’ Burn.

Soil, Climate, and Produitions.—=—The ground rifes gradual-
1y from the eaft to the fouth-weft and weft extremity of this
parith, of which the foil towards the weft, extending two
-miles from the church, is, in general marfhy; and the crops

. are late in ripening. In the north and eaft divifions, on the

contrary

* Of Druidical fanes, and what the ancients have related, cons
cerning the manners and cuftoms of the celebrated order, from
whom that appellation is derived, fome account is given, in a
pocm, entitled The Fanme of the Druids, publithed by Murray,
London ; to which the reader is referreq for particulars on this
curious fubje&t.
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contrary, the mould is commonly good dry earth, on a deep
clayey’bottom, the country level, and the harveft as early as in
moft parts of the county. The principal crops of grain, are
barley, oats, and peafe; of which the two laft fpecies are fown
in March, and reaped in September; and the firft, fown about
the beginning of May, is commonly reaped towards the end
of Auguft. But thefe circumftances are rendered precarious,
by the nature of the foil, as well as by the uncertainty of the
feafons, In general, the harveft is concluded, about a month

Tooner in the north than in the fouth-weft part of the parifh.

Potatoes may be confidered as a part of the principal annual
produce of the land. Turnip fowing begins to be pratifed
by the farmers. Sowme rich hay crops are raifed, near the re-
fidence of the heritors of Mid Marr and Shiels, as well as on
fome of the principal farms. Flax is raifed only for private
ufe. In general, it may be obferved, that the produce of the
parifh confiderably exceeds the confumption, fo as to admit
of an annual export.

The caufes, that concur chieily in obftru&ting improvement
in agriculture, in this part of the kingdom, are, the prejudi-
ces of the farmers in behalf of old eftablifhed praltices ; the
fhort leafes granted by heritors ; and certain fervices, which
tenants are bound, in many inftances, to pérform, under the
penalty of forfeiting their pofleflions. Thefle caufes ftrengthea
cach other, by mutual co-operation. The prejudice of a far-
mer, in behalf of ancient pratice, (always powerful in an un-
enlightened mind,) may be counteralted, during the courfe of
a long leafe, when he has lci{ure to look about him, and to
make trial of experiments, of which he has eftimated the pro-
fit, as well as remarked the effe€t. On the contrary, he,
whofe leafe muft expire within a few years, will be attached,
perhaps infenfibly, togthe practice and modes of his predecef-
{ors, from the impoflibility of imitating a method, of which

ke
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he might have been brought to approve. In this manner, he
is induced to juftify a mode of cultivation, which, whether
right or wrong, he .muff carry into execution. The effe&t of
fervices, when rigoroufly exalted, in difpiriting the farmer,
and in rendering him indolent, and even indifferent to his
moft important occupations, muft be obvious to any perfon.
It ought to be remarked here, in juftice to the proprietors,
that different tenants of this parifh have been long refident on
their pofieflions, particularly in ghe eftates of Mid-Marr and
Sheils. A fa&, fomewhat fingular, is, that the farm of
Bankhead, in the latter eftate, has been dccupicd, during
three centuries, by a race of farmers of the name of Fowler ¢
Thefe, with the Tytlers of Corfinday, (of whom different fa-
milies and well known names are defcended,) have poflefled
the fame farms during many generations, ard beenefteerhed at
all times for their incegrity and the propricty of their conduét,

Rent, Heritors, Farmers.—The valued rent of Mid-Mart '
amounts to L. 2387 Scots; the real rent, as nearly as can be
conjectured, is from L. 1000 to L. 1100 Sterling. The far-
mers are in number 353 who pay, for their beft 5-able land,
about 20s; and, at an average, about 15s per acre, for all their
infield ground. They draw from their fubtenants, for fuch
land, flom 20 to 258 per acre, themfelves ploughing it. There
are here two refiding heritors. The public road and crofs
roads, in one part of the parifh, are in good order; in anos
ther, both of late have been much negleéted, as the principal
heritor does not refide in it. The public road is_kept up by
ftatute labour, to which the males, from 1§ to 6o years of
age, are called out, twice ayear, at Mid-fummer, and after
harveft. An exemption from perfonal fervice may be obtain-
ed, by the payment of 1s 6d a year. But there are few in-
ftances, wherein the individual does not either work himfelf,

Vou. IL 3 U or
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or put a fufficient manin his place. Statute labour firft took
place, in this diftri&, about the year 1751,

Cattle, Sheep, Hufbandry, Utenfils, Catriages, &'c.es—=There
are in Midmar, according to a pretty exalt cftimate, 132
horfes, 525 black cattle, and about 1955 theep, §9 ploughs,
' and g1 carts. No waggons are neceffary here, and no refiding
heritor has a carriage.

Healthinefsy Longevity, bgtiun, Population, (&c.————The
healthinefs, and longevity' of the inhabitants, is the fureft
proof of the purity of the air of this region. Oneof thefe,
Robert Mackay, died, fome yeats ago, at the reputed age of
1033 another, a refpectable tenant, named John Mackay,
aged 9o, died about the fame time ; and, of two women, na.
tives of the parith, onre died in her goth, the other in her
o7th year. The antient population cannot be exaétly afcertain-
ed. On the whole it has rather decreafed. The numberof inha-
bitants at prefent is 9453 between which, and the return to
Dr. Webfter, of 979, in the year 1755, the difference however,
is inconfiderable. During 10 years, from 1720 to 1930, the
annual average of marriages was 10, and the births 26 ; from
1780 to 1790, though the average marriages were the fame,
the births were fallen to 20.  One principal caufe of this dif-
ference will be found'in the change, that has lately taken place,
in the manners of the people. In the lower clafles, the ex-
pence of drefs, of convivial meetings, and other appendages
of luxury, have over-balanced the increafe of wages, and the
profit of trade. Among the better order of farmers, an emu-
lation takes place in thefe, as well as in other correfponding
articles. Young men were ecnabled, during the former
period to marry early, by having praltifed an oeconcmy,
which is now exploded by the fathion of the times.——

Young
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Young' women, in the fame manner, sequired a comy
petent dowry in thofe days, at an early feafon of life, by at-
tention to this great circumftance; and time was not wafted
by either, in idle and expenfive gratifications. Marriagee,
therefore, which, about 50 or 6o years ago, were contralt-
ed in carly youth, and produced a numerous offspring, are
now poftponed to a later feafon, and are of confequence
lefs produtive. The following is an exaét numeration of
the prefent inhabitants.

Males. Females. Total,

Under 10 years ofage 78 - 8o - 158
From 10 to 20 - 8o - $2 - 162
20 to 30 - 70 - 8y - 142

30 to 40 - 46 - 50 - 96
qotoso .- 43 - 41 - 84

§o to 60 - 73 - 15 - 148

60 to 70 - 59 - 61 - 120

70 to 80 - 12 - 15 - 27

8o te 9o - 5 - 3 - 8

In all ges

Many of the men exceed 6 feet in ftature ;. from g feet 8§
inches to 6 feet, may be the ordinary height of the men, and
3 feet 4 inches, to § feet 8 inches, that of the women. One
jnflance of extraordinary mufcular vigour occurs, in Peter
Thomfon, a man now broken down by age, who has been
known to perform feats of firength, to which three ordinary
men would fcarcely have been equal.

Manner of living, Charaller, £c.—The people follow, in
general, the occupation of hufbandry. There are, at the fame
time, blackimiths, carpenters, taylors, fhoe-makers, and o-

30U 2 ther
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ther neceflary tradefmen, fufficient for the exigencies of the
parifh, fome of whom are excellent workmen : there are likex
wife a few thopkeepers. They live together in fcattered villa-
ges, in houfes thatched with ftraw ; thofe of the principal
farmers are not incommodious, in which they entertain with
becoming hofpitality. The near néighbourhood of Aberdeen
yenders larger towns lefs neceflary, The lower ranks are fo-
ber and decent in their manners, intelligent and tra&able; and,
with their wealthier neighbours, abundantly ready to contri-
bute, according to their ability, to the relief of the neceffitous
poor, The whole parifh are members of the eftablithed church,
two families of Seceders excepted. The chief manufacture,
is that of ftockings, which are knit by the women, by which
they can earn 2s. a week. The only language fpoken here, is
that diale& of the Englith, common in the north of Scotland.

Patron, Stipend, Church, Prefbytery.—Mid-Mar, is a vie
patronage, to which Sir William Forbes prefents twice, and
the Crown once alternately. The annual flipend, glebe in-
eluded, is from L. 80 to L. 9o, varying according to the price
of grain. The former parifh of Kinnairney being now united
ta Mid-Marr, and Cluny, its glebe is equally divided between
the minifters of thefe two parithes. A new church was buiit
in 1787; the work is well executed, but the fide-walls are not
of a proportionate height. It would otherwife have been neat
and commodious. The minifter of this, with thofe of the
neighbouring parithes of Cluny and Echt, are fubjeQed to a
confiderable local inconvenience, from being included in the
extenfive range of the Prefbytery of Kincardine O’Neil ; the
road from thefe parifhes to the Prefbytery feat, and higher
parts of the prefbytery, being, by the hill of Fare, at all tivies
unpleafant, and, in winter, commonly impaffable, thefe m»
nifters are often precluded from fupplying occafional vacan-

cies
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eies, and from attending the meetings of Prefbytery; evenon
the moft urgent occafions.

In confequence of a legacy of L. 150, from the late Robert
Harvey, Efq. of Grenada, the capital ftock belonging to the
poor, amounts to L.217.——The emoluments of the fchool
are about L. 15 per aanum.

" Mifeellancous Remarks.— Mr William Mefton, profeffor
of philofophy in the Marifchal college of Aberdeen, 2 man of
confiderable genius, was a native of the parith of Mid-Marr.
He was the author of a fmall colleétion of poems, of which
a-6th edition was publifhed at Edinburgh, in 1767. Some ac-
count of this author is prefixed to his poems, to which thofe
who .defire to know the particulars of an unfortunate and e~
ventful life, are referred. The burlefque of thefe picces is
‘not diflimilar to that of the celebrated author of Hudibras.
That this gentleman did not rife to excellence, in the line
which nature had chalked out to him, we may afcribe, with-
_out injuftice, to the two great foes of every nobler effort of
human genius, indigence and dependence. Mr Mefton’s father:
was a black{mith, much refpected for his knowledge and fa-
gacity. To the memory of this and his other parent, our
author ereted a monument, in the parith churchyard. This
circumftance, omitted in the account of his life, ought to have
been mentioned, not merely to commemorate that inftance of
filial picty; but alfo on account of the pure and claffical ftile
in which the epitaph is compofed. - ‘

Conclufion. -The change, that has taken place, on the
general manners of the inhabitants of this diftrict, as on thofe
perhaps of all others in its neighbourhood, during the laft half
of the prefent century, is marked by very ftriking circum-
ftances. Old perfons complain of this alteration, in the au-

thor’s
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¢hor’s opinion, withoutreafon. They cenfure indifcriminate.
1y every deviation from ancient pralice, not as being culpa-
ble, but new ; and they reprobate, with unmerited appella-
tions, eertain modes of condu&t, which indicate only an ad-
vanced ftate of civilization. Thus, changes that are prefcrib-
ed by fafhion, and the manners of the times, are termed ex-
travagance and affe@ation ; converfation fomewhat enlarged,
or any attempt to deviate, in difcourfe, from their own}bar-
barous phrafeology, are imitations of the talk and mannersof
gentlemen ; an advance towards improvement, by any new
mode of agriculture, is an innovation that cannot be praftifed
fuccefsfully ; and the demand of written fecurity for money,
is an indication of diftruft, that is inconfiftent with ancieat
fimplicity and confidence, when individuals demanded no o-
ther fecurity for fmall fums, than a verbal promife of pay-
ment. Thefe changes have their origin, partly in the larger
and more diverfified intercourfe of fociety, and partly in the
more univerfal diffufion of property, of which men are natu-
rally rendered more careful, as they become more fenfible of its
walue,and are benefited by thofe advantages, of whichit placeth
them in pofieffion. Perhaps, indeed, progrefs in agricultuse
has not kept pace with other branches of improvement. Yet,
if the latter fhall go forward, in the fucceeding, as in the
prefent century, fome correfponding advancement muft be
made on the former; as men will find, in the melioration of
their farms, the only refource, whereby expence, that will
become unavoidable, can be fupported.

NUMBER
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NUMBER XLVIL

UNITED PARISHES OF KEITH-HALL
AND KINKELL.

(COUNTY OF ABERDEEN.)

By the Rev. Mr. GeorGE SkiENE KerTH.

Name, Situation, (.

THE antient name of one of thefe parithes was Montkeg-
gie; theorigin'and etymology of which are unknown,
Kinkell retains the old name, which is derived from the Gaes |
lic, and fignifies the bead, or principal church. It obtained this
name, becaufe other fix inferior parifhes belonged to the parfon-
age of Kinkell. In 1754, the Lords Commiffioners for the
plantation of kirks, disjoined about one third part of the pa-
rith of Kinkell, and annexed it to Kintore. The other two
thirds of Kinkell, they annexed to Keith-hall, or Montkeg-
gie: And they appointed, that thefe parifhes, in all time com-
ing, fhould be called, the United Parifhes of Keich-hall and

Kinkell. This is the authority for the modern name.
Thefe parithes are fituated in the prefbytery of Garioch,
and in the fynod and county of Aberdeen.—=They contain
1 between
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between 10,000 and 11,000 acres, the greater part of which
has been meafured.  They extend rather more than 6 Englith
miles in length. Their greateft breadth is 53 but in fome
places they are confiderably narrower.

Thefe parifhes are hilly, but not mountainous. The foil
varies confiderably. The weftern part, having a fertile foil,
produces good crops: But the eaftern is, in general, very
unfruitful.  This is partly owing to its expofure to the E. the
N. and N. E. partly to the poornefs of the foil, and coldnefs
of the fubfoil, and no doubt, alfo partly to its ¢levation, many
of the fields being 350 feet above the level of the fea.
The air, on the whole, is reckoned falubrious ; but not equal
ly fo, beiog moift and unhealthy near the marthy grounds.—
Inflammarory fevers, fometimes attended with putrid fymp-
toms, prevail in the caftern diviGon ; and of late, flow ner-
vous fevers, which are more tedious than fatal ; and the mea-
fles and fmall pox occafionally make their appearance. The
rheumatifm and nervous complaints, commonly called hyfte-
* rics, are not unfrequent; the firft among the aive, after
violent exercife, or fudden tranfitions from heat to cold ; the
fecond among the fedentary, whofe fole occupation is the
knitting of ftockings. The fearlatina anginalis, or fcarlet fe-
+ wver, with a fore throat, was fatal to many, in 1783. It was
probably occafioned by the badnefs of their provifions. The
Jebrophula, or king’s evil, is in a few families: Yet it does
not prevent the marriages of thofe, who are known to be al-
fe&ted with that dreadful difeafe.

" Rivers.—<There are two rivers, the Don and the Ury.=
The Don produces falmon. The Ury has none, exceptin the
fpawning feafon. Pike, eel, and trout are found in bod
The channel of the Don is full of large rocks at Stonywood, a-
bout § miles diftant from Aberdeen, which would make it ex

. tremely
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tremely difficult to render it navigable. . But if a canal were
carried albng the fide of that river, for 3 miles, 2 navigation
might be carried, to Inverury.—— With little expence the Ury
could be rendered navigable, as its fall, for 12 miles, count«
ing its windings, does not. probably exceed 30 feet. Both
thefe rivers are apt to overflow the adjacent grounds. The
greateft inundation was in 1768. Another, not much lefs,
. took place in 1774. In 1789, though the flood was not near-
ly fo great, the Don overflowed its banks eleven times during
the harveft {eafon.

Ecclefiaffical State.—~—The Earl of Kintore is patron.ee—
The ftipend is nearly 89 bolls of meal andbear, and L. 43:13: §
in money.—The chureh and manfe were built in 1771 and
1772, ata place in the centre of the diftri&t, called Legate, fo
named, becaufe the Pope’s Legaic ftaid there all night, (ata
fmall chapel, which ftill retains the name of Monk’s Hillock,)
the night before the great battle of Harlaw : as Legate’s den,
in the chapel of Garioch, was the place, where he in vain at-
tempted to reconcile the contending partics.

In this diftri& there are 38 Quakers, 3 Seceders, 2 Methos
difts, and 10 Epifcopalians. The reft are of the eftablithed
church. -

Population.——The population of thefe parithes has de«
creafed fince the year 1750, and even fince the prefent incum-
bent was fettled. The return to Dr Webfter, was 828 fouls
in Keith-Hall, and 429 in Kinkell, two thirds of which, or
286, being united to Keith-Hall, would make the total popula-
tion of the diftri&t, at that time, about 1114 fouls ; whereas
from 1778 to 1782, there were only goo perfons of all ages,
viz. 230 in Kinkell, and 670 in Keith-Hall: and at Whit-
fundav 1782, the farmers in Keith-Hall parith having entered

Vor. IL 3X inte
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into new leafes, and mofs having become very fcarce, the
tenants were reftrited to a certain riumber of fubtenants;
fo that, in winter 1784, the minifter’s parith lift was reduced
to exaltly 797 perfons. In 1793 it rofe to 816 ;5 and at Whit-
funday 1791, to 838. Of laft this number, 232 were below 15 ;
76'between 15 and 20; 134 between 20 and 30; 129 from
30 to 40; 88 from 40 to 50; 75 from go to 6o §2 from
6o to 703 36 from 70 to 80; 13 from 80 to9o; and 3 from
9o to 100. Among thefe, there are only two refiding heritors,
the Earl of Kintore, and Major General Gordon, of Balbi-
than. 31 farmers pay L. 10, or more of rent; 113 are fmall
farmers, or fubtenants, and 64 have only a houfe, and fome-
times a fmall garden, fubfifting chiefly by knittiag ftockings.
Of the {mall farmess and fubtenants, 4 are black{miths, 6
houfe-carpenters, or cart-wrights, 3 taylors, § fhoemakers,
and 2 weavers. There are only 3 non-refiding propric-
tors.

Proportion of the Senes.—The number of the males and fe-
males is exaltly equal. Befure the Earl of Kintore came to re-
fide in thefe parithes, there were generally 6 or & more males
than females. (The aumber of maid-fervants in great houfes,
cxceeds, for the moft part, that of men-fervante. In farm-
houfes the reverfe holds truc). By infpe&ling the regifter of
baptifms it appears, that out of 2025 births, 3025 were males,
and 1000 were females. Confequently the proportion of
males to females, is exaltly as41to 403 only more males re-
move to Aberdeen, or go abroad, which renders the numbers

at home fo equal.

w State of the Poor.—~The number of families on the poors
roll has varied from 18, its prefent number, to 30, befides
thelc
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“who ‘get occafional fupplies. In 1782 theré were about 50
families, or 220 perfons of all ages, who reccived affiftance
cither from the poorsfunds,or fromthebountyof parliament. In
the cafterndivifion of theparifh, then inhabited by about go0 per-
fons, there was not grain to preferve 100 alive. Above 2 chal-
ders of meal ware received in a donation from the public,and3,
chalders were fold for only ros per boll, (or 208 per fack).
All the moneythe feflion had, was diftributed among the poor ;
and L. 10 -were borrowed on a fmall prorerty belonging to
them in the borough of Inverury.  Some of the parithioners -
put money into the minifter’s hands, frec of interet for 18
months, to purchafe grain; and the farmers, who had no mo-
ney, fent, in theirturn, horfcs and carts gratis, to Aberdeen,
for peafe, bear, oats, and coarfe flour. The price of grain
was kept low herg, compared with many other parifhes ;—
and, in this diftri, no foreftallers made any profit. The
debt then contradted by the parith, was only paid off in 17ge,
At prefent the poor get annually about L. 18; of which L. 10
is the amount of the ordinary colle&ions ; from L. § to L. 7, is
reccived at the adminiftration of the facrament; and L.2: ¢
of land rent from property in Inverury, befides what is
drawn for the ufe of the mort-cloths, and for penalties.

Black-Cattle, Horfes, and Sheep.—The number of black cat-
tle at Whitfunday 1791, in this diftrict, was 1038 : their value,
as nearly as could be computed at that time, was L. 3933.
The number of horfes was 204: their probable value L. 14003
‘The number of fheep 1844: their probable value, L.483.
The aggregate value of all, L. 5616. This is about g years free
rent, or 4% years grofs rent of this diftrict; or nearly one fifth
part of the value ofthe landed property of the parithes of Keith-
Halland Kinkell. But though their price is highat prefent, their
sumber and intrinfic value has of late much decreafed. Above
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40 years ago, by the beft accounts that can be procured, there .

were at leaft double the number of black cattle, in this diftn&,
and more than § fheep where there are 2 at prefent. And ina
few years hence, itis probable, there will not be one half of
the prefent number. ‘The number of horfes alone has increaf-
ed, fince black cattle came to be lefs ufed in the plow. In
1978, there were 26 oxen ploughs, each plough confifting of
10 or 12 oxen, befides other fmall ploughs. At prefent there
are only 8 ploughs, which have 10 oxen in the plough. The
number of young cattle has alfo decreafed fince1782 and 1983.
At that time many farmers were obliged to fell all off, or
great part of their oxen; and thay have not yet been able to
fupply their place, though they raife as many young ones as
" they. can, to pay their rents and ftock their farms. Almoft all
the ftock of black cattle are reared in the diftrict itfelf. A~
bout 20 horfes are of the weft country, or Irith breed; the
reft are home-bred, and of the kind called Galloways. They
are lighter, live longer, are more hardy, and cafier kept than
the other; and feem to retain a little of the original blood. A
great number of them have been carried to the fouthern coun.
ties within thefe § years paft.

Produtt.——Qats, bear, barley, peafe, turnips, potatoes,
a few carrots, and a good many greens and cabbages, are the
principal produétions of the diftri®. There may be 3006 acres
in oats of different kinds; near 300 in barley; 100 in clover,
and rye-grafs ; and from 36 to 40 acres in turnips. The an.
cient hufbandry, within thefe 10 or 18 years, is beginning to
wear out;—and, with proper encouragement, the farmens
would inclofe and improve their farms. The diftri& fupplies
itfelf with provifions ; and fends a confiderable. quantity to
Aberdeen,

Mods
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Mode of Cultivation.——The ancient divifion of the land
was into infield, outficld,and fauchs. The inficld was dunged,
every 3 years, for bear ; and’the two crops that followed bear
were oats invariably. The outfield was kept five years in
natural grafs; and, after being tathed by the farmer’s cattle,
who were folded or penned in it, during the fummer, it bore
5 fucceflive crops of cats. The fauchs, after being § years in
natural grafs, got a fingle plowing, (hence they were called one
fur ley), the land continuing without a crop for one year, and
then bearing four crops of oats, without any dung. The fpecies
of oats ufed for this laft, and partly for the outfield, is called -
{mall oats, hairy oats, or fhiacks. They yield from five pecks,
to half a boll of meal. And are meafured by handwaving, i. e.
they are ftroked by the hand about 4 inches above the top of
the firlot. They raife a great deal of fodder, or forage; and
exhauft the ground more than any other crop.

Since the introduétion of turnips, the farmers make it a ge-
neral rule, not to take more than one, and never more than two
erops of oats in fucceffion, in their infield grounds. But in re-
gard to the outfields and fauchs, when they manure them with
lime, without taking a turnip crop, the wretched fyftem of g
fucceffive crops of oats is ftill continued. Two or chree far~
mers begin to think of a rotation of crops; without fixing,
however, on any regular rotation. The old Scottifh plough,
the Yorkfhire, and a mixture of Scots and Englifh ploughs,
are ufed in this diftriQt.

Forefl and Fruit Trees.——There is a confiderable number
of large afh and plane, and a few good Scota firs, all above
60 years old, near the houfes of Keith-hall and Balbithan;
but too little, of any other kind of wood, in this diftrict.
What there is, confifts of elm, black cherry, larix, fpruce and
Scotg pine. A few apple trees, and fome pears and chers

tics
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ries are found in the gardens : And, in 1962, Lord Marifchal
caufed plant feveral hundreds of geans or black cherries,
which have anfwered very well.

Farm-howfes and Cottages——Thefe are generally built of
ftone and mortar, fometimes with flones, without any ce-
ment; and are covered with turf. Within thefe five years, a
very. few of them have been ftob-thatched, or covered with a
déep coat of ftraw,—and fnecked or hasled with lime. None'
of the walls are built with lime 3 nor ate any of their roofs co-
vered either with tiles or flaves.—Yet they are much better,
than they were, before they got new leafes. They are to get
allowance for their houfes, at the end of the leafe; but they
get nothing, or next tb nothing, allow¢d them, in the firft in- -

_ftance; as is the praltice in moft of the improved counties.
‘The whole dead inventory, or value of the loufes, belonging
to the lieritors, dees not'much exceed L. 150, in'both thefe
parithes. :

Fuel.—The fuel matde ufe of is of variots kinds. Peats,
from: the Burreldale mofs, conftitute the principal fuel
in Keith-hall, Turf from the moors, and broom, and
furze or whins, are ufed in Kinkell, where they have little
mofs, and that of very bad quality. A few coals are ufed, in
the cftate of Kinmuck, by the farmers : But only a few ; for
they are very dear. A boll of cosls, of 36 ftone, cofts from
4s to 5sat Aberdeen; and the carriage, where carts are hired,
about half that fum ;- fo that, every pound of coal cofts more
than half a farthing.—Till the tax on coals be taken off, or e-
- qualized over the kingdom," the farmers, in the north of Scot-
land, will never fucceed in agriculture; becaufe the whole
fummer is fpent in colle€ting fuel to their heritors, and them-
feives. Every poflefior of a plough of land, muft caft, and

onrry
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unyhbmc to the heritor’s houfe, and build, a leet of peats,
in the principal eftate in this diftri¢t.—This cofls him a week’s
labour of his carts, and about 10s for digging and building
them. Peats are not fold publicly, but are frequently ftolen,
and fometimes fold privately, to thofe who have no mofs.
All the moffes are under bad management, and muft foon be
exhaufted.

. Manure.—=The dung of animals, here called muck, and
peat-afhes, are the principal manures. Within thefe twelve
years, lime has been driven, in confiderable quantities, from
Aberdeen, adiftance of 14 Englith miles. Some flacked lime
has alfo been driven, from fome lime kilns, in the parifhes of
Udny, New Machar, and Old Machar. It is a very expene
five manure. . At the average expence of lime and car-
tiage, every boll of fhell-lime, (Absydeen meafure, holding
130 Scotch pints,) cofts 58; and an acre of ground will re-
quire 16 bolls,—or L. 4, for lime,—~and the carriage from .
Aberdeen. Of late years, *the price of lime has fallen confi-
derably at Aberdeen ; but it is flill very dear..

Rent and Size of Farms.—The largeft farms contain about
250 acres, including pafture grounds, and rent from L.6o,
to L. 66 a year. 'Thefe are called two ploughs. One plough,
near the river, rents about L. 35; and, in the eaft divifion,
rom L. 20 toL. 25. In fmall parcels, good land is rented ag
208 per acre. ‘The farmers are generally charged 123 an acre,
for their infield land: And their outficlds and fauchs are ra-
ted at from 3s to 108. The firft, (that which is let at 2s,) is
really the deareft, in the way they manage it, viz. plowing
without manure, and taking four or five crops of oats). In
general, good grounds are valued very cheaply by the heritors,

) and
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and land-meafurers ; but the bad lands are by far too dearly
rented. As land is worth n6 more than what it will produce,
after clearing all charges, the infields, valued at r2s, are bet-
ter worth 18s, than the outfields, eftimated at 6s, are worth
4s; and than thofe, rated at 3s, are worth 13, if kept incrops, or
18 6d the acre, if kept, as they ought to be, in grafs, and ofed
as theep’s pafture. Accordingly, thofe farmers are moft
thriving, who have moft good ground, even though the pro-
prictors think they have a great rent paid them. In general,
the whole lands, in this diftri&, are worth the whole rent
charged from all the tenants : But that rent is, in fome cafes,
very ill proportioned among the different farmers; and both
the cheapeft and deareft lands in the county, are to be found
in this diftri. At the fame time, the great rife in the wages of
fervants, day-labourers, and expence of harvefting, and of
farm utenfils, is more generally complained of, by the far-
mers, than therife of their rents.

Provifions——The price of prov‘xﬁons varies confiderably in
different feafons. Good oat meal, at an average of 20 years,
has been 10d. farm meal, 9d. a peck, of 8 Amfterdam, or
Scots troy pounds. Malt 1s. to 15 4d. a peck, Aberdeen mea-
fure, or 20s to 26s. the Winchefter quarter. (In the whole
diftrict of Garioch, the farm meal, made of {mall oats, which
both heritors and minifters muft accept from the farmers, is
10 per cent. worfe, than the oat meal fold in the market at A«
berdeen). Butter fells, in this diftrit, from 6d. to 8d. the
pound, of 26 avoirdupoife ounces, which Is the weight of the
pound at Old Meldrum, the neareft market town. At Aber-
deeny the pound of butter is 28 ounces ; and, in other places,
20, 22, and 24 ounces, all in the fame county. Cheefe fells
at §s. the ftone of 26 1b. In general, the neceffaries of life

. 2 . are
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and a peck of mixed meal, at an average, to cach perfon. But
for brofe, a difh much ufed, they keep fome of their oatmeal
unmixed. A man and his wife, without children, need 2
pecks of oat-meal, and half a peck of bear meal, if they have
a cow. Where they have no cow, they ufe from half a
peck to 2 pecks of malt weekly, according to the number of the
family, and the nature of the man’s employment. In general,
the day-labourers are in much better circumf{tances, than thofe
who have large crofts; and good mechanics can afford to live
better, than the farmers in this diftri®. The greateft difficul
ty they experience, is that of getting their fmall pieces of land
plowed, as ploughs are very fcarce.

Manufallures —The knitting of ftockings, is the principal
manufacture of this diftrict. It is carried on by almoft all the
women, and by many boys and old men. Different manu-
falturers, from Aberdeen bring out wool, and give to the
people, from 10d. to 2s. a pair for working it. A woman will
make from 3d, to 37 a day, and do fome little things about
her houfe, at the fame time. "Or fhe can work at her ftock-
ing, while feeding her cows in the baulks, or patches of
grafs between the ridges, which are not uncommon in thig
diftri@.  On the whole, however, this employment is toa fe-
dentary, and gives too little exercife for the body.—Since
the introdution of loom-ftockings, the knitting or netting of
ftockings with wires, has been on the decline; and, as the
Germans are our great rivals in this manufature, and the
price of labour is cheap there, a peace with Germany always
reduces greatly the price of this commodity. At prefent, the’
price is low s and, as the principal manufalurers muft give
from 10 to 12 months credit to Dutch merchants, this branch
of commerce is falling off, and muft decline more and more,
as it feems to be condu&ted on bad principles,——The former

3Y ftaple
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ftaple manufalture of this county was fcrgés or ﬁi\q‘c/mgu
And, as the fheep were formerly much morc numerous than
at prefent, and both the raw materials, and the price of la-
bour, belonged to the country people, this was incomparably
a better manufalture, -than the knitting of flockings, from
coarfe Englith wool. It was loft by bad workmanfhip. A
ftamp-ofice for this woolen manufacture, would have faveda
valuable branch of commerce. Very little linen is made, and
ftill le€s flax grows in this diftrick. The ftocking manu-
faltory brings in from L. 450 to L. 6oo a year, accordingto
the price of ftockings, and the dearncfs of provifions.
In 1782 and 1783, the average price of ftockings was below 1s.
for manufadturing, each pair. But provifions were fo dear,
that the people wrought inceflantly ; and, by the beft accounts,
18,000 pair of ftockings were made yearly, at that time, in
this diftriQl.

Carriages, Cartsy &c.——There is only one carriage keptin
this diftrict. There are 63 double carts, of which about 40
are pretty good 3 there are 40 fingle carts, moft of which are
very bad. Thirty-five years ago, there was but one cart in the

. parith of Keith Hall; and the dung was carried on horfes
backs in creels; the men filled the crecls, and the women led
the horfes.  No woman is now employed in this fervile work.
But the women are thought to be lefs healthy and vigorous,
fince they were confined to the knitting of flockings. Some
better manufalture may be eftablithed.—— Within thefe 20
years, the whole clothing of the inhabitants was raifed and
manuafaétured in the diftri@, orin the neighbourhood. Now
at leaft one third is brought from England ; and the difference
between the value of the drefs ufed now, and what was ufed
§0 years ago, would nearly pay the rents of the two parifhes.
In this article, the expence of fhoes has become very confpi-

cucus !
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are, from one third to one half dearer, and articles of luxury
more than double, within thefe 40 years*.

. Expences

* If we inquire iato the proportion, between the prefent and
ancient prices of both the neceffiries and luxuries of life, the in-
quiry is involved in many intricacics, which, perhaps, no one writ-
er has {ufficiently attended to.  We ought not only to diftinguifh,
between the quantity of filver in a nominal pound, from the time
shat a pound of filver was a real pound "weight, down to the time
when it was reduced, in Scotland, to lefs than the value of one
third-part of an ounce of filver, or ;% part of its original weight,
but we muft alfo confider, how much of pure filver, and how much
alloy, were in a pound of coined filver, at different periods, Then
we have to confider, how Afar this money went, in purchafing
articlep of luxury, and how far in purchafing the neceffaries of life.
It farther deferves to be confidered, that, fince the difcovery of
America, the value of gold and filver, as articles of commerce, has
fallen, it is fuppofed, one third part ; and that this fall is indepen-.
dent of every other caufe, except the increafed quantity of thefe
metals. .

After thefe remarks, made with a view of preventing miltakes,
both in giving and 1eceiving the accounts of the price of provifions
in Scotland, the following fcleCtion of articles is fubmitted. 1In
1438, oat mcal fold in Aberdeen at 48 Scots per boll. The
pound Scots at that time, was equal to L. 1: 13 Sterling, if the
filver liad the fame quantity of alloy, which coined filver has at
prefeat. The boll of meal, therefore, was above 6s and 7d Sterling.
But on account of the great quantity of alloy, it would not much
cxceed 53. Yet at that period, this certainly was a high price for oat
meal. Wheat coft s Scots or 118 6d Sterling per boll. In 1576,
the converfion for the Bithop of Aberdeen’s rents. when not paid
in kind, was L. 1 Scots for wheat, worth at that time only 3s
Sterling, from Scottith money being fo much changed in its value.

Vou. 11, 3Y Aad
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Expences of a common Labourer’s Family.— The expence of 3
labourer, and his mode of living, are very different, according
as he has a cow and an acre of land, or only a houfe and fmal}
garden. In the firft cafe, 2 peck of bear meal is mixed with
two or three pecks of oat meal for bread ; and a man and his
wife, with 3 or 4 children, will live tolerably well, with milk,

and

And oat meal was converted at 108 Scots, or 18 6d Sterling. Thus
the price of provifions was really much cheaper, in 1576 than in
1438, though the nominal value was higher. In 1591, at the valua-
tion of the cffe@s, and confirming of the teftament of Mrs Catherine
Grant, wheat was valued at L. 3 Scots, or e and .8d Sterling.
Oaly three years before that period, viz. in 1588, there was a
famine, and oat mea] fold for L. 18. Scots, or L. 2: 6: 1,
Sterling per boll. In regard to the expence of cloaths, it appears,
from the records of the City of Aberdeen, (from which all the
Statements in this note are taken) that the Town Council of
Aberdeen gave Manns or Magnus Cobbar, 20d or 1sand 8d
Scots, in 1458, to buy a coat for ringing his bell once a weck.
This coat to the bell man muft have been coarfe, yet it certainly
was cheap, as 20d Scotsat that time were equal to only 9d Ster-
Ying. In regard to the price of candles, tallow, in 1531, was 6s
Scots, or 18 2nd 11d Sterling per Stone. With refpeét to beef and
mutton, a mart ox was valued, in the Bifhop of Aberdeen’s rental,
at L. 1: 10 Seots, or 48 and 6d Sterling ; equal to the converted
price of 3 bolls of oat meal. This, no ‘doubt was very cheap ; bue
the beef was probably indifferent. A fheep in 1507, at the higheft,
fold in Aberdeen for 2s and 8d Scots, or 1sand 3d Sterling. In
1576 it was converted for 58 Scots or 9d Sterling Only 40 years
#go, the farmers in this diftri& fold an old ox, at the end of harveft,
for a guinea, or 28, and never above 30s. Little meat was ther
ufed in Aberdeen, compared with what fs made ufe of at prefent,
there was little demand from England, and no tursips, at leaft in
¢his diftri&, for feeding old oxen,
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She was twice married ; firft, to 2 namefake of her own,
who came from the fouth country, and is faid to have com-
poled the Song, to her praife, that is fo generally admired, and
partakes much of the mufic, which, at that time, abounded
between the Tay and the Tweed. Her fecond hufband was
one James George: And fhe had children by both. Like moft
other beauties, the was unfortunate. Her father killed a2 man
in the burgh of Inverurie; and was obliged to fly to Caithnefs,
or Orkney, where his uncle was bithop. His flight, and the
expence of procuring a pardon, ruined his eftate. This is the
tradition. But, perhaps the Lafs of Patie’s mili may be
claimed by as many parifhes of Scotland, as Homer’s birth-
place was by the cities of Greece. It is only certain, that, in
this diftriGt, there was a young woman, heirefs of Patie’s mill,
who was lampooned by a difappointed lover, and praifed by
a [uccefsful one *.

Language,——The language fpoken in this diftrit is Eng-
lith, or rather that particular diale& of Scottith, known by the
name of Broad Buchan, or Aberdeenthire diale&. The fre-
quent ufe of the vowel 4, long ¢, or diphthong ee, for o and #;—
the fharpnefs of the accents, which makes ftrangers believe
that the natives are always quarrelling ; and a rife, inftead of
a cadence, at the end of fentences, diftinguith the pronuncia-
tion of the lower claffes. Yet, there is not a provincial dia-
le&, in Britain, better underftood, on the Royal Exchange of
London, than that of Aberdeenthire, if it be ufed without
any affectotion. The unmufical tharpnefs of the founds renders
it diftinctly audible. No Gaelic is fpoken within 30 Englith
miles of this diltri®, excepting by natives of the Highlands;
though many of the names of places, as, Cafkiebean, (the Sha-

dow’

* This obfervaticn is verified : Scc Page 82. Parifh’of Galfton,
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dow of the Hill) Balbithan, (the Town above the River,) &c.
are derived from that language. ' )

Characler of the Ishabitants. ——They are, in general, very
induftrious, and live plainly, and in fuch fobriety, that, fince
1788, three different attempts, to fettle an ale-houfe among
them, have proved abortive. They drefs better than their
neighbours.  Jt has been fuid, that the people of Kintore and
Inverury put all their money in their bellics, and thofe of
Keith-hall and Kinkell on their backs. They are, in general,
very eharitable and humane. No inftance has occurred, in
the memory of any perfon, of any inhabitant of the diftri&
being brought before a court of juftice, for any crime. Se-
veral of the young men go to Aberdeen, as' mechanics: But
none go into the navy, and very fcw into the army. ‘

4 .

State in 1782, & 1783.—~—Several families, who would
not allow their poverty to be known, lived on two diets of
meal aday. Oue family wanted ‘food from Friday night till
Sunday at dinner. .On the laft Friday of December, 1782,
the country people could get no meal in Aberdeen, as the ci-
tizens were afraid of a famine ; and a poor man, in this dif-
trict, could find none in the country, the day after : But the
diftrefs of this family being difcovered, they were fupplied.
Next day, the {-flion bought, ‘at a fale, a confiderable quan.
tity of bear, which was made into meal. This ferved the
poor people, till the tmportation at Aberdeen became regulzar;
and every man of humanity rejoiced, that the danger of fa.
mine was removed.  In the beginning of this century, many
died of want, in particular, 10 highlanders, in a neighbouring
parifh, that of Kemnay; fo that the feflion got a bier made
to carry thum to the grave, not being able to afford coffins for
fuch a number. At that period, the Earl of Kintore gave

2 - fome
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cuous: Formerly, thefe were made of the hides of oxen, killed
by the farmers, and tanncd by the fhoemakers of the diftrict.
Now they are chiefly made of Engiifh tanned leather, and
none is tanned in the diftri€t. Almoft every fervant has a
coat of Englith cloth, and a watch of Birminghara or London
manufaltory, as a neccllary appendage to drefs; while print-
ed cottons, or other fhowey, but unfubftantial articles of drefs,
are preferred by the young. women, to the manufatures of
the country.  On the whole, the balance of manufaltures,
fold to other parithes, or fent to Aberdcen, compared with
the articles of drefs, both ufeful and ornamental, bought by
the inhabitants, is far from being fo favourable to thcfe pa-
rithes, as it was only 20 years agos

Remarkable Places. There are three Druids temples, and
the remains of feveral more in this diftri&®. There are 3 large
cairns, which are feen at a confiderable diftance; one near
DBalbithan, called the Cairn More, or great cairn ; one at Kin-
mauck, which commands a profpet of the low country; and
one on the hill of Selbie, which commands a profpeQ of great
part of Garrioch, Buchan, and Formartin, and the fea coaft,
nearly from Aberdeen to Peterhead. Near the old houfe of
Balbithan, there is a fmall ring ground, called the Law,
where jultice was antiently adminiftercd.

Memorable Events—Tradition records, that a great battle
was fought between the Scots and the Danes, on the moor of
Kinmuck; a range of fields near it, now arable, and alfo the
moor, are called Plair-hafley, which fignifics, the Field of
Blood. The Scottith army are faid to have kiiled a bedr at
Kinmuck, which denotes the hoar’s head. This was an omen.
of vi€tory.—~—A great multitude of fmall cairns are fcattered
over the mocr; and General Gordon, one of the heritors, re-

members
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members to have frequently obferved the veftiges of an en-.
campment, on the fouth fide of the moor, having a large mo-
xafs (the moffes of Balbithan and Kinmuck) on the back, and
the burn of Denmiln, or Danemiln, on the right of the camp.
The field of battle extended the whole length of the parith of
Kinkell, on the north, or above two Englith miles. The
Danes were defeated, and purfued to the burn of Dennybum,
or Danes-burn, on the other fide of the parifh.

Eminent Perfons.—— The famous Johnfton, next to Buchan-
an, the beft Latin poet of modern times, was born‘at Catkie-
bean, which he celebrates. He mentions a curious fa&, viz.
that the fhadow of the high mountzin of Benochie, diftant a-
bout 6 Englith miles, extends to the houfe of Cafkicbean, at
the equinox. The High Conftable of Dundee, Scrimgeour,
who fell at Harlaw, was buried at Kinkell, and has a Latin
infcription on his monument, ill preferved. Many others,
who fellin this battle, are faid to have been buried at Kinkell,
which was the principal church in that part of the county.
Tradition alfo fpeaks of an eminent woman, The Lafs of
Pati’s mill. Her maiden name was Anderfon. A great
grandfon of hers, aged 89, and a number of her defcendants,
refide in this diftri®, and in the parifhes of Kinnellar and
Dyce. Her' father was proprietor of Patie’s mill, in Keith-
hall; of Tullikearie, in Fintray; and Standing Stones, in the
parith of Dyce. From her beauty, or fortune, or from botl\.
caufes, the had many admirers ; and fhe was an only child.
One Sangfter, laird of Boddom, in New Machar parifh, wifh-
ed to carry her of, but was difcovered by his dog, and very
roughly bandled by her father, who was called black Fobn
JAnderfon. In revenge, he wrote an ill natured fong, of which
her great grandfon remembers thefe words :

YUl tell the gowk that gets ker,
He gets but my auld {heen.
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fome of his tenants oxen ; fome of them, oats for feed, and a
year’s rent, to take his vacant farms, in this diftrict ; and for-
gave arrears of rent, in the bad feafon. In 1782 and 1783, a
converfion, at a moderate rate, was allowed to thofe tenants
who were in arrears; and thofe, who were removed from
their farms, were allowed to keep a horfe and a cow, and
their houfehold furniture. Since the decay of the feudal fyf-
tem, however, there is not the fame attachment, between
landlords and their tenants, or vaffals, which fubfifted about
80 years ago.

Advantages and Difadvantaget.—The advantages of this dif-
tri€t are, good foil near the rivers, freedom from mill-mul-
tures; the ftocking manufadture; the high price of black cate
tle at prefent, and the fobriety of the people.

The difadvantages are, diftance from lime and marle, and
from any confiderable market-town ;—the fudden increafe of
rents, which were raifed above onefifth part, all at once, and
beforeany improvementscould be made on the farms;—the im~
politic reftrition of the farmers to a certain number of fub-
tenants, inftead of reftriting the fize of the croft to tradefs
men and day-labourers ;——the fcarcity of mechanics, and the
badnefs of their work;—rents being paid in kind, i.e. in bear
and oatmeal ;—the number of carriages, or feudal fervices, e»
very farmer being obliged to bring 6 cart-loads from Aberdeen
yearly, tothe principal heritor, befides, peats from the mofs ;—
want of ftock in the farmers, who were never rich ;—bad hou-
fes, owing to the farmers having had no leafes for 20 years bes
fore 1782, but poflefling their farms by tacit relocation; and the
want of a chamberlain, or land fteward, under thefa@or and
commiflioner, who thould have power to receive from the poorer
tenants any arrears of rent, in {mall fums, which they could not
pay at the term day; with a fuperintendance over the ma-

VoL. II. 32 : nagement
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nagement of the farms, and the general improvement of the
eltate.

How¥¢o meliorate the Condition of the People.——This might be
effelted, by giving the tenants,{which is done in moft of the ime
proved counties of Scotland,) an allowance of a year’s rent for
the building of houfes ;—by granting them longer leafes than
19 years, upon progreflive rifes of rent ;—by lending them,
without intereft, for 2 or 3 years, money to buy lime, the
tenants bringing it out themfelves, and being bound to lay it
on turnip or fallow grounds;—by advancing one half of the
value of ftone fences, the tenant paying only 5 per cent. of
intereft, and either paying the other half, or what is general-
ly more than half the expence, laying down the materials ;—
giving fmall premiums to the farmer, who has the beft field
of turnips; and converting, where a farmer has a certain num-
ber of acres in fown grafs, all the carriages and leet peats in-
to money ;—encouraging meetings, where the farmers mayo-
pen their minds, and communicate their plans to onc another;
—encouraging day labourers, and difcouraging all large crofts,
whofe occupiers fpend the fummer in leading home more peats,
than would ferve many day-labourers ;—encoutaging good
ploughmen, by fmall premiums ; and propottioning both the
rents and fize of farms, better than they are at prefént.
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NUMBER XLVIL

PARISH OF KILMUIR

(1sLE OF skY.)

By the Rev. Mr. DoNaALD MarTIN.

Nume, Situation, {Sc.
HE antient, as well as the modern name of. this parith,
is Kilmuir, which, in Gaelic, fignifies, the church of
Mary, to wham, at a very remote period, it had been dedica-
ted.——It is fituated in the county of Invernefs, in the ifland
and prefbytery of Sky, and fynod of Glenelg.—The form of
the inhabited part of the parifh is a femicircle, having within
it, the extremity of a ridge of mountains, which runs from
North to South, through this and twe other parifhes. Fts
length is 11 computed, or about 16 Englith miles; and its
breadth is fuppofed to be at leaft 8 Englifh ones. It is bound-
ed by the parifh of Snizort on the fouth, and in every other
quarter, is furrounded by the fea. The air is moift, but not un-
healthy ; and the inhabitants are not fubje& to any peculiar
or epidemical diforders. The nature of the foil, in general, i3
a deep and fertile clay; but the reaping of the produce’is ra-
ther uncertain, on account of the variablenefs of the climate.
3% 2 ~=[he
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The general appearance of the inhabited part of the country
isflat. The hills, in the lower part of the diftri&, are green,
but the mountains are covered with heath.

Coafty Fifb, t&'c,———The extent of the fea-coaft may be
computed at 30 Englith miles. The thores are in general high
and rocky.—There is a great quantity and variety of fith tobe
caught on the coaft,—fuch as herrings, cod, ling, turbot,
fkate, &c. but the fith are caught, not by regular fithermen,
but by the country people, for the ufe of their families, when
their domeftic occupation will permit, and are not fold or fent
to foreign markets. When a fhoal of herrings comes on the
coaft, whales of various kinds and magnitudes follow it.
Some feals always frequent the rocks and fmall iflands, belong-
ing to the parith.—Strong gales from the north-weft very fre-
quently throw into feveral crecks in the parifh, great quane
tities of common fea-weed and tax;gle. When this happens
in the months of March and April, the people lay it on their
fields as manure, and it produces an excellent crop of barley.
—There are about 80 tons of kelp made annually from the
fea-weed cut from the rocks. ——At the northern extremity of
the parith, 1here is a high and rocky promontory calfed Hu-
nith, at the point of which, there is a moft rapid current.
. It is believed, that a light-houfe would be of great fervice to
mariners at that place, more efpecially, as it is not far diftant
from the dangerous rocks of Sker-na-mile.—There are nume-
rous crecks, in which boats can enter; but only two places,
in which veflels of large burden can anchor with fafety. The
firft is the harbour of Duntulm, which'enjoys the advantage
of moft excellent holding ground, and is admirably fheltered
on all quarters, the north-weft, perhaps, excepted. At the
fouth end of the harbour, which is the proper place for vei-
{els to enter, .there are the rvins of the fuperb caftle of Dun-

tulm
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tulm, the antient refidence of the M‘Donald family, fituated
on a high rock, the foot of which is wathed by the fea.—
The other harbour is called the bay of Altivaig, which has
good ground for anchorage ; ‘but, being open to the northern
fea, is judged rather unfafe. The iflands on the coaft of this
parith, are five, Tulm, Flada-whein, Altivaig, Flada, and
Troda. )

Migratery Birds. The cuckow, in a good year, an-
nounces, pretty carly, the approach of fummer ‘with her
notes. It is not unufual to hear 3 or 4 of them at one time.
The fwans come hither in the beginning of winter, and
live on a lake in this neighbourhood, till the hatching feafon
comes on. Then they go home to their native north, and re-
main there, until the next winter froft precludes them from
food in thofe countries,and drives them to happier climes. Hun-
dreds of them, at a time, may be fecn moving in all the majefty,
that any of the feathered tribe can be pofiefled of, on the furface
of the aforefaid lake.—There is another migratory bird, that
comes to Flada-whein, and no farther. It is a water fowl, of a,
beautiful colour and fhape, not fo large as a common duck.
It has a coulter bill of a red colour, with a white ftripe acrofs.
Its food is fith. The moft diftinguithing chara&eriftic of this
bird, is, that the time of its appearance and departure isas re-
gularly fixed, as that of the ftork. About the 8th day of May,
a few emiffaries appear on the ifland. As thefe generally find
all quiet, they do not return ; and the great flock comes to the
place on the 12th. They hatch in burrows under ground.
‘When the country people go thither to fith, they catch fome
of them. The poor bird finding the hand of the enemy about
to enter its abode, pufhes out the egg, and retires farther in ;
but the covetous depredator is feldom fatisfied with that offer-
ing; but carries away the bird alfo. On, or about the 1ft of

Auguft,




§50 Statiflical Account

Auguft, they all depart, and are not feen again for three quare
ters of a year. ~Inthat ifland there are a few of the fowl called,
by naturalifts, the fmall petterell. Itappears to be the leaft of
aquatic birds ;— not larger than a ftarling. Itisof a black co-
lour, and much more lively in its flight and motions on the
ground, than water fowls generally are. The upper mandible at
the point, goes crooked over the lower There isa protube-
rance at the roof of it, in which the noftrils are fixed. Itis
a very upcommon bird, and is moft frequently feen at fea.
Mariners fay, that (it follows fhips in their wake for many
days. The vulgar name, they give them, is, Mother Cary's
Chickens, '

Church and. Stipend.~—=The church was built 200 years
agos and, of late, has gone much out of repair. The manfe
whag built 13 years ago, The value of the living, including
the glebe, is L. 80. —— The king is patron.——r— All the inha-
bitants are of the Eftablithed church, except 2 or 3 Roman
Catholics.

Population.— The antient ftate of the papulation, in this,
and many of the neighbouring parifhes, cannat be afcertained,
no proper or accurate regifter having ever been kept. In
1755, the return to Dr Webfter, was 1572 fouls. The a-
mount of the population now is 2065. The uumber of males
189995 of females 1066. All refide in the country. Both
men and women frequently live to the age of 8o, There
arc fome men abave ga; very few reach 100.——The people
are moftly employed in hufbandry. There are alfo fome
handicraftfmen; but there is fo little wark for them, that
they live poorly when they happen to have no land. No
men of landed property refide here, the whole parifh belong-
ing to Lord M‘Donald ; but the principal farmers are well e-

ducated
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Hucated and well informed; and there are many officers of
the army, who have retired here on half pay, after having
bravely ferved their country, who poflefs all thofe polite and
-elegant accomplifhments, by which their profeffion is diftin-
guithed.

In former times, the fmall-pox frequently prevailed to a ve-
ry great height, and fometimes almoft depopulated the coun-
try. The people in general are now fo well convinced of the
propriety of inoculation, that it is become the praétice univer-
fally, and many ufeful lives are faved by it. None have died
from want fince 1688. The feafons were then fo eminently
unfavourable to the gtowth of corn, that the quantity was not
only fmall, but deficient in its nutritive quality; fo that the
poor alually perithed on the highways, for want of aliment.
This country has been often in diftrefs fince that time, but
not to fuch an extreme degree. About 20 years ago,
fome families emigrated from this parifh to America, but none
fince. The revolation in that country, has fent home to us
Iately, a few of our friends. The parifh affords fufficient em-
ployment for all the inhabitants ; bat many of the young men,
notwithftanding, to the great detriment of this part of the
country, go to the fouth of Scotland, to earn higher wages.
At the fame time, the reward for labour was never fo high
here as at prefent 3 and the produét of that labour not rifing
proportionally in value ; the farmers find fervants wages to be
a ferious and diftreffing affair, though the fums they pay, are
not equal to thofe given farther fouth.

Produce.—The vegetables raifed here, are fuch as are ufual
in the fouth of Scotland, and they thrive equally well, both in
our gardens and fields. Any trees, which have been planted
near the fea, have failed, They flourithed till they rofe higher

than
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than the wall which fenced them, and then withered.—This
parith has more land, employed in raifing corn, than any other
in this ifland. In the particular diftri& in which the incum=
bent lives, the eye can at one view fee four miles, which look
like one continued field of corn, there not being the fmalleft por-
tion of muir within that extent. The reft of the parith alfo, is
well enough calculated for the produétion of corn, though not
equal to this part. It fupplies itfelf with provifion, and in plen-
tiful years it furnithes oatmeal to thofe adjacent : but when the
crop happens (o fail, the inhabitants live worfe than thofe in
other parifhes. The flatnefs of the country, difqualifyingit
for breeding fheep ; and their fineft fields being in tillage, fum-
mer grafs is rendered more. fcarce, and lefs produtive of

milk. 'When meal, therefore, their chief fupport, is not
~ abundant, there is but little elfe to fupply the deficiency; and
when it is very fcarce, as happened in the year 1778, the
people are deeply diftrefled.——They fow in March, April,
and the beginning of May, and reap from the 20th of Auguft
to the 20th of O&tober. In 1782 and 1783, the crop failed,
and the people were in a very bad fituation, till a fupply of
meal, (which fold at a very high price), was brought from
Banff and Murray.

Poor.——The number of poor, recciving alms, is about 6o.
The funds for their fupply are very trifling, confifting only of
a few halfpence, colleCted on Sunday, and fines exated from
delinquents ; fo that the Seffion cannot give them; at an ave-
rage, above 3s. or 3s 6d at moft, per annum, a picce, evento
the moft diftrefled, and ftill lefs to others. They are there-
fore principally fupported by the generofity of the people at
large; and a heavy burden it is. The whole poor’s funds do
not exceed L. 7. or L. 8. a year.

1 . Prices
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Pricesof Provifion and Labouy.—There ate no regular markets
but for kive cattle, which f{ell at various prices, accord-
ing to their quality. Butter fetches 10s, per ftone, (tron
weighit, or 24 Ib.) and cheefe 4s. This being a plentiful year,
(an. 1790), the boll of eatmeal, confifting of 16 pecks, fellg
for 13s 4d. fmall mutton for gs. and fome for 6s. each, com-
mon fowls, even when lean, are fold at 6d.—— A day’s wages
to a labourerin hu{bandry,‘ &c. are from 6d. to 8d. exclufive '
of vituals. Carpenters and tailors ufually make a charge for
a whole piece or job of work. 'When a common labourer is
married, he has liberty to build a houfe on his mafter’s farm ;
and he gets grafs for a certain nurber of cows and fheep, as
they fix on. The mafter, with his plough and fervants, tills
and harrows as much ground as will contain the quantity of oat
feed, (perhaps two bolls) fpecified in the agreement ; befides
which, a fmall portien of .ground is alotted for a little barley,
and potatoes. With thefe the wife and children of the cotta-
ger live cafy, and he gets viGtuals and fhoes for himfelf,
from his mafter. But it is only with gentlemen far-
mers, that labourers are hired on fuch terms.——Male fer-
vants have from L 3. to L. § fterling per annum, and female
fervants from 10s. to 30s. with vi€tuals and thoes. The com-
mon people employ their fervants in hufbandry, and domeftic
affairs, by turns, as occafion requires.

Agriculture.—There is a great number of ploughs in the
perith.  They differ a little in fthape from the low country
ploughs, but are drawn after the fame manner by four horfes,
Nooxen are ufed. The fmall tenants ufe the plough, onlyin
weak ground, about the end of fpring. They have a notion,
which cannot eafily be removed, but which-they fay is amply
confirmed by experience, that plowed land does not produce
near the quantity of corn, that it would do, if tilled with an

Vor.IL 4 A inftrument
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inftrument of great antiquity in the Highlands, called a crook-
‘ed fpade, and wrought with manual labour. Granting the
fact to be as they ftate it, the expence of tillage, in this way,
is fo great, that the return, it is prefumed, is fcarcely ade-
quate to it. All the farms are inclofed, and feparated from
each other, by march dykes; and the whole parifh, therefore,
may be faid to be inclofed. The people are very fenfible of
the advantages, nay, of the indifpenfible neceflity of inclof-

ing.

Eminent Men.——This parifh has given birth to many emi-
nent perfons of the noble family of M‘Donald, by far the moft
numerous and powerful of the Highland clans. Among
thofe, who are now no more, the late Sir James M¢Donald
ftands eminently diftinguithed.  His charalter has juftly been
accounted one of the moft eftimable in modern times. His
natural parts were of a very fuperior order; and they were
greatly improved by a liberal education at home, and by all
the advantages of foreign travel. He died at Rome in July,
1766, in the 24th year of his age, univerfally regretted, both
by his countrymen, and by foreigners, who contended with
each other, who fhould pay the greateft marks of refpe to
his merit and his virtues.

Mifiellanecus Fats and Obfervations.~——There is abundance
of fres ftone and common ftone, which the people ufein
building their houfes. Some lime ftone, of a moft excellent
quality, is found on the neighbouring fhore, but difficult to
quarry, being a long continuation of a very folid flat rock,
which is expofed to view, when the tide ebbs. There are the
remains of Popifh chapels, in many places; and there are 6
Danifh forts, as they are called. It is probable, however,

that thefe were rather places, from which, by means of fire,
or
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or fome other fignal, notice was given of the approach of an
enemy, than ufed for the purpofes of defence. The Gaelic
language is principally fpoken, more efpecially by the lower
ranks ; but moft of the names of places are derived from the
Danith or Norwegian. Peat is the only fuel ufed here.

The people of this country, and indeed of all the Weftern
Highlands, have ﬁénalized themfelves, in the laft, and in the
former wars, by their valour, and their ability in bearing e-
very pecies of hardfhip and fatigue. They are poflefled of
vivacity and penetration in a high degree. Their general fize
is from g feet 8 inches to 6 feet. The greateft height, that
any has attained is 6 feet 4 inches. There are no manufac-
tures, but of fuch coarfe cloths and linens, as the country
people wear. The inhabitants are very economical, induf-
trious, and humane. In the feafaring line, they are not par-
ticularly a&tive. There is a fmall boat or two, in every farm
on the coaft, for the purpofe of fithing ; but they are feldom
launched. Crimes are rarely committed. About 25 years
ago, a man was overtaken with a ftolen fheep on his fhoul-
der, by two neighbouring tenants. The thief declared to
them, that this was his firft trefpafs ; and offered a reward,
if they would keep it a profound fecret. But they declined to
accept of the one, or to do the other. The fheep was fet at
liberty 5 and the poor wretch hung himfelf, next morning, to
the roof of his own houfe.

There is not a fingle bridge in the parifh. In former times,
the roads wete quite negleted, until within thefe few years,
when a great number of the principal perfons in the diftriét,
- were made Juftices of the Peace, who all unite, in feeing the
roads properly attended to; and their efforts are crowned
with fuccefs. At firft, they exacted the ftatute labour in kind; -
but, finding that method not fo efficacious, they commuted it
intd money.

4 A2 ) In
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In a low valley, there is a fmal hill, fhaped like a houfe,
and covered with fmall trees, or rather farubs, of nataral
growth. At one fide of it, thereis a Jake of foft water, from
which there is no vifible difcharge. Its water finds many paf-
fages through the hill, and makes its appearance, on the other
fide, in a great number of fprings, of the very pureft kind :
They all run into an oval bafon below, which has a bottom of
white {and, and is the habitation of many fmall fifh. From
that pond, the water runs, in a copious ftream, to the fea.
At the fide of this rivulet, there is a bath, made of ftone,
and concealed from public view, by fmall trees fosrpunding
it. s name is Loch Shiant, or the facred lake. There was
once a great refort of people, affliCted with ailments, te this
place. They bathed themfelves, and drank of the water,
though it has no mineral quality j and, on a fhelf, made for
the purpofe, in the wall of a contiguous inclofure, they left
offerings of fmall rags, pins, and coloured threads, to the di-
vinity of the place.

At the northern termination of the ridge of mountains be-
fore-mentioned, there is a moft curious concealed valley : Ttis
on all fides furrounded with high rocks, and acceflible ta man
or beaft only in three or four places. A perfon, fecing the
top of thefe rocks, could never imagine that they furrounded
fo great a fpace of ground In barbarous times, when per-
petual feuds and difcords, fubfifted between the clans, tofuch
a degree, that life and moveable property could not be fecure,
when the approach of an enemy was announced, the weakeft
of the inhabitants, with all the cattle, were fent intq that fe-
cret afylum, where ftrangers could never difcovey them, with-
out particular information. It is fo capacious as to hqld, (but
not to pafture for any length of time) 4000 head of cattle.

It is juftly accounted a very great natural ouriofity.
About
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About half a mile from the church, there is a mineral well,
of the chalybeate kind, but not much reforted to.

Fifty years ago, the ald Highland drefs univerfally prevail-
ed. Hats, long coats, boots,’ fpurs, watches, &c. were
rare. wa, every gentleman wears them; and perfons of
fubftance, of both fexes, drefs as fathionably, and live in a
ftile as elegant, as thofe of the fame rank in the fouthern parts

of Scotland. The common people, in gengral, ftill wear the’

Highland garb, and adhere more clofely, to ancient cuftoms
and manners, than their fuperiors.  All the fuperftitious and
delufive notions, however, which formerly accor;lpamed po-~
pery, have entirely vanithed ;, and the people’ endcas of reli-
gion and morality, are rational and folid.
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NUMBER XLIX.

PARISH OF ROSSKEEN,

(counTY OF ROSS.)

By the Rev. MR. URQUHART.

. Origin of Name, Situation, &'c.
THE parith of Rofskeen does not furnith much room for
ftatiftical inveftigation. The name feems to be
derived from the Gaclic word Coinnea, fignifying a meeting
or jun&lion, and Rofs-coinnea may denote the place, where the
diftri&s of Eafter and Wefter Rofs join,(which is at the weft-
er boundary- of this parith,) and where the inhabitants might
occafionally affemble. Itis centrical in point of diftance betwixt
the two royal burghs of Tain and Dingwal.—The parith be-
Iongs to the prefbytery of Tain, and fynod of Rofs.
Its'extent, fo far as it is inhabited, may be from the fhore to
the hills, about 10 meafured miles, and its average breadth
about 6.

Surface and Soil. -——The lower part of the parifh, which
extends along the firth of Cromarty, and for 2 miles back,
lies on a gentle and eafy afcent to the bottom of the firft hills.
The foil varies, being partly gravelly and light, partly loam;

and
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and fome a deep and ftrong clay. A hill called Knock-Navic,
or the cold Hill, divides the lower from the Highland part of
the parith. In the higher parts, the arable land is wet and
fpungy ; the foil light, and more adapted for pafturage than for
the plough. Beyond the higher_arable ground, and inhabi-
ted glens, there is a very confiderable tra&t of mountains, fit
for no other purpofe, than the fummer pafturage of a few
black cattle, which, perhaps, might be converted with much
advantage, into fheep walks.

Improvements. About 60 years, ago there were no plane
tations of any kind within this parifh, and no natural woods,
excepting about the place of Ardrofs. But fince that period,
by the continued atterition of Sir William Gordon, and his
fon, Sir John Gordon of Invergordon, a very extenfive, well
wooded, and beautiful place, has been formed about Inver-
gordon caftle, now the feat of Mr M¢Leod, of Cadboll.—
The eftate of Milncraig has alfo had very extenfive plaritations
made upon it, and 2 confiderable farm about the houfe, has
been effeCtually inclofed and fubdivided. ——There are other
confiderable plantations of the Scottith fir, in a very thriving
condition, on other properties within the parifh.

A circumitance, which well merits notice, in an account of
this kind, is, that the parith is peculiarly fortunate in the
means of future improvement, from a moft extenfive and rich
bed of fhell-marle, of above 70 acres extent, which lies in the
middle of the lower diftrict, on the property of Munro of Cul-
rain, is of eafy accefs, and can be procured at the pit, ready
thrown out, at 3d. per boll. Its fertilizing quality has been
amply praved on the farm of Milncraig, in its neighbourhood;
but, from the ftrange and unaccountable prejudices of the low-
erclafs of people, to any fpecies of innovation on their own plan
of management, it is, as yet, in very little requeft. *Tis pity

that
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that fome fkilful farmer of fpirit; from tHofe diftriGts whete
matle is much ufed, 'did niot take fome of the capital farrmis
in this reighbourhoed. ~ While he enriched hiinfelf, he
might teach others how to add confiderably to tlit means of
their fubfiftence, and to the improvement of their country.

Population. —The population of the parith, as returned to
Dr Webfter in 1755, was 1958 fouls. There are now in it
1400 ecxaminable perfons above, and 3oo under 6 yedrs of
age. The births are, at an average, from 40 to 50 per annum.
No accurate account of deaths and matriages can be given.
The number of inhabitants has of late been much increafed, by
a fpecies of cottagers, here called meallers, who build a fmall
houfe for themfelves, on a wafte fpot of ground, with the con-
fent of the proprietor, and there, are ready to hire themfelves
out as day-labourers. At their fpare hours, they trench and
improve fmall bits of the muir around them, which they firlt
plant with potatoes, and afterwards fow with grain. Though
their improvements, takenindividually, aretrifling and flow, yet
inthe aggregate, they amount, ina courfe of years, to fomething
confiderable. They pay hardly any confideration to thie land-
lord, during the life of the firft fettler. But, upon the whole,
it is obferved, that from their labour, and the induftry of
their wives and children, they live more comfortably, than
thofe in a fuppofed fuperior clafs, and enjoy perfect indepen-
dence.

Rents.——1Lands in general ure let in this parifh, from ros
to 12s. per acre, of arable, though, on fome fituations, near
the fhore, they draw from 15s.to 20s. and 21s. In the heights
of the parith, the value is not afcertained by the acre, but by
the joint judgement of the tenant and landtord.

I Climate
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Climate and Longevity.—The climate varies in different parts
of the parifh; it is often mild and temperate, and all kinds of
farm work can be catifed on in the lower part of the parifh;
when, in the heights, thefe operations are interrupted by hard
froft, or a fall of fnow. It is, however, upon the whole,
a healthy parifh, nd many inftances occur of great longevity.
There are at prefent many inhabitants, both male and female;
above 80 yeai's of age; and, what is remarkable, there are 3
membets of the fefion, whofe combined ages amount; at this
time, to 260 jears.

School.—The parochial fchool has been built near the Nefs
of Invérgotdori, which affords the village there another advan+
tage. It i4, however, far from being centrical, atid is, from
that circamftarice, much lefs attended; than otherwife it
would be. The fchool houfe, and accommodation for the
feachers, are fufficiently comimodioiis. The fchoolmafter’s fa-
lary is'about L. 1¢ per annum, which, with perquifites ufual-
iy attaclied to the fituation, niakes it wotth dbout.L. 25, per
annum.

Poor.——Thenumber on the pootslift 1s 70, which are di-
vided into claffes, according to the degree of their refpective
neceflities ; and the very fmall fund, allotted for their relief;
is divided qudfterlj amorigft them:——In this patifh, thereid
hardly any fund, but the colle@tions tnade in the c¢hurch, afs
ter performance of divine worfhip : and as very few, indeed,
of the heritors reiide in the parifh; this féldom excéeds L. 10
perannum, from which there is 2 deduction of L. 2 :10 fterling
to the feffion-clerk, and a very confiderable one for bad half-
pence, colle@ed 5 fo that the fhare of cach poor perfon muft
be very finall. ‘ .

The ftate of the poot’s funds, in the generality of the pa-

Yor. II. 4B rithes
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rithes in the north of Scotland, are very inadequate to the
end, and few more fo than this one-——It were much to be
wifbed, that fome plan could be devifed for the increafe of the
funds for the relief of the neceflitous poor, in {uch cafes as the
one under confideration, without fubjecting the kingdom, to
the heavy burden of a general tax. -

Patron, &'c.—The Earl of Cromarty was patron of this pa-
rith, before the forfeiture in 1746. The prefent incumbent
was fettled on a royal prefentation in 1983, before the refto-
ration of the annexed eftates took place.——Captain MKen-
zie of Cromarty, coufin german, and heir of the late Lord
M¢Leod, is now the patron. The manfe is a modern
one, and, together with the kirk, kirk-yard dyke, its offices,
and the parith {chool, were all put in complete repair, in the
years 1980, 1781, and 1782. Very few country parifhes have
their public buildings in neater, or more complete order.—
The value of the living depends, in fome degree, on the price
of grain, as it confifts of 8o bolls of bear, and L. 5o fterling
of money. There are two fmall glebes, one adjoining the
manfe, of 4 Englifh acres of good and fertile foil ; the other
is contiguous to the ruins of an old kirk, called Nonekill, (or
the cell or temple of St. Ninian,) and confifts of above an acre
and a half, in 3 different divifions, which are let by the mi-
nifter to a tenant in the neighbourhood.

Mifeellancous Obfervations.—The Gaelic langnage is univer-
fally fpoken, by the cou ry people in this, as well as all the
other parifhes of this prei. ytery; but it is worthy of remark,
- that, though that language does not feem to be lofing ground
in this parith, many more read and underftand the Englith
language, than did fome yearsago; a circumftance which is
: : to
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to be attributed to the Society’s fchools, which have been en
dowed in the height of the parith.

There ar¢ unbounded tracts of excellent peat mofs in
the higher, and fome mofles of confiderable extent in the
lower diftriét of the parifh.——No {pecies of manufa&ure has
as yet found its way to this part of the country, though few fi-
tuations are to be found fo well adapted for their introduc-
tion.

There is a village of fome extent upon the Nefs of Invergor-
don, on a dry heathy beach, where veflels of 100 tons bur-
den can lye with fafety, moft feafons of the year, and receive
or deliver their cargoes clofe to the thore.

Services of tenants are in general converted, at the rate of
one fixteenth part of the annual land rent. The rents in gene-
ral are paid in kind, or in bear or barley, and oat meal, with
kains or cuftoms.

The rent of the parifh may be about L. 2000 fterling, con-
verting the boll of bear and meal at 12s.

The fpinning of linen yarn is carried on to a confiderable
extent, though, it muft be faid, with very little advantage to
the people, or to the country, it being done by commiffion
from more fouthern diftri¢ts, whither the yarn is tranfmitted
to be wove, or otherwife manufatured; fo that, by pafling
through fo many hands, each of whom muft have afmall profit,
little can be afforded to the fpinners, who, though expert and
induftrious, do not earn above 2%, or at moft, 3d a day, from .
their labour. But this perhaps may be foon altered, as Mr
M¢Leod, the proprietor of the village above mentioned, is
willing to encourage fettlers, for that purpofe, and gives per-
petual feus of ground, fufficient for a houfe and {fmall garden,
on moderate terms. They may alfo have as many acres of

land in leafe, as they may find it convenient to cultivate. —
: 4B 2 . Coals
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Coals and lime are brought to their door; by fea. Peat, and
timber for building, are to be had on moderate terms, nighat
hand. So that very few fituations, indeed, in the North of
Scotland, feem better adapted fora manufalturing village, than
the Nefs of Invergordon. = -
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NUMBER L

PNITED PARISHES OF MID AND
SOUTH YELL.

(IN sHETLAND.)

By the Rev. Me. ANDREW DIsHINGTON *,

Situation, Exient, {&c.

THI united parifhes of Mid and South Yell, are fituated
in one of the moft northerly of the Shetland iflands.—

They extend, from north to fouth, above ten miles, and,
from eaft to weft, about fix. They contain in all about 1100
marks land, (asitis here called,) which will not much exceed
500 Scots acres. 'The arable land principally confifts of fome
cultivated fpots, lying along the fea-coaft. The inland parts
of the ifland are moftly hills, covered with peat mofs. There
is very little heath, but abundance of a rough fort of grafs,
here

#* This is the minifter, in whofe favour, the late Sir Hew Da-
xymple, of North Berwick, made an application to the late Sir Lau-
rence Dundas, in a letter, which has already appeared in feveral
late periodical publications, but which the reader will probably be
glad to fee reprinted, together with one from Mr Dxﬂungton himfelf,

which
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here called Lubbo, which grows naturally, and affords very
tolerable pafture for theep, horfes, and black cattle.

In

which explains in how accidental a manner, the application was o-
riginally brought about, and by what g fortuitous accident it was
prevented from proving abortive, though it failed in regard to the
particular living at fisfk applied for.

Capy of a Letter from Six Hew Darrymrre fo Siz Lavrencs
Dunpas.

Dzar Sz, Dalsell, May 23. 1775.

Having fpent a long life, in purfuit of pleafure and health, I am
now retired from the world in poverty, and with the gout ; fo,
joining with Solomon, that ¢ all is vanity and vexation of fpirit,”
1 goto church, and fay my prayers.

I affure you, that moft of us religious people reap fome little
fatisfation, in hoping, that you wealthy voluptuaries have a fair
chance of being damn’d to all eterpity ; and that Dives fhall call
out for a drop of water to Lazarus, one drop of whick he feldom
tafted, when he had the twelve Apotles, (tevcive bog/bsads of clpret)
in his cellar.

Now, Sir, that do&gine bcmg laid down, I with.to.gjse you, my
friend, a loop hole to creep through. ‘Going tq chyrch laft Sunday,
as ufual, I faw an unkpows face in the pulpit, and rifing up to pry-
ors, as others do upop like gccafions, I began to look around the
church, to find out if there werg any pretty girls there; when my
attention was attra&ted by the foreign accent of'the parfon. I gave
him my attention, and had my devotion awakened, by the moft
pathetic prayer I ever heard. This made me all attention to the fer-
mon j a finer difcourfe never came from the lips of 2 man. I re-
turned in the afternoon, and heard the fame preacher exceed his
morning work, by the finct chain of reafoning, conveyed by the
moft cloquent expreflions. ¥ immediately thought of what Agrip-

ps
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In thefe parithes, there are feveral good harbours; particular-
ly Mid-Yell-Voe, Hamna-Voe, and Burra-Voe.

The
pa faid to Paul, ¢ almoft thou perfuadeft me to be a Chriftian.”” I
fent to afk the man of God to honour my roof, and dine with me.
I afked bim of his country, and what not : I even afked him, if his
fermons were his own compofition, which he affirmed they.were.
I affured him, I believed ity for never man had fpoke or wrote fo
well, « My name is Difhington,” faid he. I am an afliftant to
‘¢ an old minifter in the Orkneys, who enjoys a fm’itful benefice of
¢¢ 50l a year, out of which I am allowed 20l for preaching, and
¢ inflru@ing 1200 people, whe live in two feparate iflands ; out
¢ of which I pay, 1 L. gs. to the boatman, who tranfports me from
¢ the one to the other. I fhould be happy, could I continue in
& that terreftrial paradife ; but we have a great Lord, who has
# many little people foliciting him, for many little things, that he
¢ can do, and that he cannot do ; and if my minilter dies, his fuc-
$¢ ceffion is too great a prize, not to raife up many powerful rivals,
¢ to baulk my hopes of preferment.”

I afked kim, if he pofieffed any other wealth. ¢ Yes,” fays he,
¢ I married the pretticft girl in the ifland’; fhe has bleffed me with
¢¢ three children, and as we are both young, we may expe& more.
% Befides, I am fo beloved in the iladd, that I have all my peats
$¢ brought home, carriage free.” ‘

This is my flory,~now tothe prayer of my petition. I never
before envied you the poffeflion of the Orkneys, which I now do,
only to provide for this eloquent, innocent apoftle. The {un has
refufed your barren Hies his kindly influence ;— do not deprive them
of fo pleafant a preacher : —let mot {o great a treafure be for ever
loft to that damn’d inhofpitable country ; for I affure you, were
the archbithop of Canterbury to hear him, or hear of him, he would
tiot do lefs than make him an archdeacon. The man has but one
weaknefs, that of preferring the Orkneys to all the earth.

" This way, and no other, you have a chance for falvation..--.Do
this man good, and he will pray for you. This will be a better

purchafe



-

568 Statiftical Accoint
The people are, in general, healthy ; and inftances of longe:

vity are not unfrequerit:
Popidation:

purchale, than your Irifh eftate, or the Orkneys. I think it will
help me forward too, fince I arh the man, who told you of the man
fo worthy and deferving 3 fo pious, fo cloquent, and whofe prayens
may do fo much good, Till I kear from you on this Head,
Your’s, in ail meeknefd, love, andbenevolence;

H. D,

P. S. Think what an unfpeakable pleafure it will be, to look
down from heaven, and fec Rigby, Mafterton, all the Campbells
and Nabobs, fwimming in fire and brimftone, while you are fit-
ing with Whitefield, and his old women, looking beautiful, frifking;
and finging ; all which you may have by fettling this man, sftet
the death of the prefent incumbent:

o .
Letter from Mz DisninGTon, 0 S1z Joun Sincraix.

S, Edinburgh, Auguft 2d, 1791.

THo’ it may feem ridiculous for one to talk of his own private
concerns, I hope, I may without incurring the cenfure of egotifm;
or vanity, be allowed to lay before you the following narrative,
which may ferve as an explanation of Sir Hew Dalrymple’s letter.
In the year 1976, being an affiftant to a minifter in the Orkacys,
who was then in a very ill flate of health, I weat to Edinburgh, to
try, if poffible, ta fecure the furvivancy, and to be appointed his
fucceffor. In this attempt being difappointed, I went to pay avi-
fit to Mr Thomas Hepburn, minifter at Athelftaneford, with whom
1 had contra&ed an intimacy in my carly years, and from whom I
had often experienced ¢very mark of the moft fincere friendfhip.
Indeed, it is but juftice to his memory, to obferve, that he was the
friend and patron of young men, who had none to recommend

them,
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Poptilation.——The population of thefe parithes, has, of late
years, confiderably increafed. For this, two reafons may be
affigned ;—1. The fyftem, adopted by the landholders, of par-
celling out their lands into very fmall farms, for the purpofe
of having as great a number of perfons on their property, as
poffible, who can be occafionally employed in fithing, from
the produce of which, their principal profit arifes.—2. The
amazing fuccefs, with which inoculation has been attended.
Formerly, the fmall-pox occafioned the moft dreadful ravages,

I in

them, or to introduce them into thé world. One Saturday even-
ing, when I happened to be with him at Athelftaneford, he receive
ed a letter from one of his brethren, informing him, that being on
his way to pay Mr Hepburn a vifit, and preach for him next day,

he had unfortunately fallen from his horfe, and received a flight hur;
in his fhoulder. At the fame time, he defired him, if any preach-
crs were in the neighbourhood, to fend one to officiate for him ; u‘p-
on which, T was difpatched away on Sunday morning, and had the
_ goad fortune to be taken notice of, by my worthy and honourable
friend, Sir Hew Dalrymple, whofe letter to Sir Laurence Dundas
procured me my prefent living,

Before my prefentation came to hand, I received a letter from
Mr Hepburn, dated O&ober 8th, 1776; a paragraph or two of
which, as far as it refpe€@s the prefent fubje&, I here fend you.
¢ Dear Andrew, the laft time I faw Sir Hew, he told me, he had
¢ fpoke to Sir Laurence Dundas, who told him, * Sir Hew, your
¢ man fhall get the firft vacancy; and to fhew you, that I am fixed in
¢¢ this matter, I will tell you, that the Princefs Amelia defired the
¢ favour of'me, to give my firft kirk to a young man of her recom
¢ mendation ; I told her, I was forry I was pre-engaged. She alk:
¢ ed to whom ? when I replied, to you, and fhe faid, it was well,
“¢ for that it was for your man, fthe was applying.”” This in th,
¢ days of the renowned Don Quixotte, or even in thofe of mo-
% dera chivalry, might pafs for enchantment 5 and I tell it you

Vou. 1L, 4C “ tha;
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in thefe iflands; frequently carrying off a fifth part of the in-
habitants. Now, hardly any fuffer by this diforder. Inocu-
tion is fuccefsfully prallifed, even by the common people ;
but in particular by a perfon, whofe name is John Williamfon,
who, from his various attainments, and fuperior talents, is

called

¢ that your foul may reft at eafe. Meanwhile, I charge you, and,
¢ Meflrs Lindfay and Laing, inflantly to notify the firft vacancy
“ to me, that I may inform Sir Hew Dalrymple, who is gomng to
¢ winter at London. Whether I write you frequeatly or not, you
¢ may believe, that no manh as your happinefs more at heart,” &c.
" After the prefentation came to hand, I was in danger of lofing
al, by the jure devoluto : the fix months fince the deceafe of my pre-
deceflor being near elapfed, at the end of which, the right of pre-
fentation would have gone from the patron to the prefbytery. It
was now the depth of winter, and, at that feafon of the year, there
ie-ufually no communication between Orkney and Shetland ; when I
had therefore given up all for loft, a veffel came into Papa Sound,
in Orkney, very near the manfe, where I refided ; and, on making
inquiry, I was told, it was the packet from Leith, on her way for
.. Shetland. There again was another furprizing and uncommen cir-
cumftance, for, it is very remarkable, that this fame packet was ne-
ver known to put into the Orkneys, cither before or fince that pe-
riod. Not to trouble you any longer, with a detail ot unintereling
circumftances, 1haften to conclude with one general remark. Such
a combination of fortuitous incidents, or what you pleafe to call
them, ferved to imprefs on my mind, the tiuth of Cicero’s obfers-
ation, more forcibly, and with a more powerful effe&, than a whole
body of divinity, or §0,0c0 fermons, preached by the moft celcbrat-
ed doQors of the church. ¢ Nec wero univerfo generi bumarmo folam,
¢ fed etiam sinauLis, Deus confuli et provideri foler®.”?
I am, &c.
A.D.

* <« Proyidence {eems to watch over the happinefs ; not only of
% the human race in gencral, bnt even of individuals.”




of Mid and South Yell. 571

called Fobnny Notions, among his neighbours. Unaffifted by
education, and unfettered by the rules of art, he ftands unri-
valled in this bufinefs. Several thoufands have been inocula-
ted by him, and he has not loft a fingle patient.

His fuccefs being fo remarkable, it may not be improper to
take fome notice of the method he purfues, in cafe it can fur-
nith any ufeful hints to perfons of the medical profe(hion.
He is careful in providing the beft matter, and keeps it a long
time before he puts it to ufe,—~fometimes 9 or 8 years. And,
in order to leflen its virulence, he-firft dries it in peat finoak,
and then puts it under ground, covered with camphor.
Though many phyficians recommend frefh matter, this felf-
taught praltitioner finds from experience, that it always proves
milder to the patient, when it has loft a confiderable degree of ‘
its firength. He ufes no lancet in performing the operation,
but, by a {mall knife, made by his own hands, he gently rai-,
fes a very little of the outer fkin of the arm, fo that no blood
follows : then puts in a very fmall quantity of the matter,
which he immediately covers with the fkin, that had been thus
raifed. The only plaifter he ufes, for healing the wound, is
a bit of cabbage leaf. 1t is particularly remarkable, that there
is not a fingle inftance in his pratice, where the infe&tion has
not taken place, and made its appearance at the ufual time.
He adminifters no medicines during the progrefs of the difeafe;
nor does he ufe any previous preparation.—— He is a fingular
inftance of an uncommon variety of talents, being a tailor, a
joiner, a clock'and watch-mender, a blackfmith, and a phyfr-
cian.

The return to Dr Webfter, in 1755, was 986 fouls. The
number at prefent is 1422. The annual average of marriages
is from 10 to 12; of births, about 34; and of burials, about
11;=The average of births, for 8 years, ending in 1738,
was only 27. .

Rent,
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Rent, {&c.—————The rent of the parith is fuppofed to
be about L. 3210 Scots, or about L. 270 fterling, which, how-
ever, is fo much below its real value, that, when any land, in
the parith, is fold, it generally fetches about 5o years pur
chafe. To account for this, it may not be improper to ob-
ferve, that the rents, as paid by the tenants, give a very ina.
dequate view of thelandlord’s income. For although it may
be true, that the lands are let by the proprietor, or tacksman,
at no higher rent, than what is above ftated, yetit is invaria-
bly on this condition, that the tenant, or fithing farmer, fhall
deliver to his land-mafter, or order, every article, that he can
raife, (viz. fith, oil, butter, &c.) at a certain fixed price; by
the fale of which, the landlord more than doubles his rent.
As a proof of this, it may be ftated, that two confiderable
landholders, finding it inconvenient for them, to receive their
rents from their tenants, in this manner, (partly in money and
partly in kind,) let their lands to tackfmen, who give, at
leaft, double the nominal rent paid by the tenants, and
find their account in it. Other landholders, however,
make more by receiving the tenants produét themfelves,
or by their fervants under their own eye; and would not
let their lands in large parecls,; even for double the rent
paid in money.

Occupations.——There are but few mechanics, or tradefmen,
in thefe parifhes, the ufeful arts not having yet made their
appearance here, in any great perfeGion. Wool, it is true,
the ftaple commodity of the country, fo remarkable for its
finenefs and foftnefs, might be a fource of induftry and opu-
lence; yet, in the way it has been hitherto been managed, it
turns to very {mall account.  All the women, of every rank
and diftinttian, are employed in {pinning wool, and knitting
fine and coarfe ftockings, to their great lofs, and miferable

mifpending
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mifpending of their time: For, if it were fairly calculated,
they cannot earn, by this fpecies of induftry, three halfpence
aday. The materials they confume, in this gainful trade, might
be manufadtured into good cloths of all forts, which might
ferve all ranks for clothing, and put a ftop to that pernicious
rage they have for foreign fopperics. The {pinning of lint, at
the fame time, might be introduced amongft the women, to
their great advantage.

Poor.——There are no funds here, for the fupport of the
poor, but what arife from the weekly colle&ions, and the con-
tributions at the difpenfing of the facrament. When old and
weakly, theyare put on a quarter, or diftri¢t; and go, from
houfe to houfe, in the particular difiri€ts of the parifh allotted
to them ; the parith being divided into more or lefs quarters,
according to the number of the poor. They are clothed, and
the expence of their funerals defrayed, by the feffion. The
poor’s funds were very inconfiderable, when the prefent mini-
fter was admitted to the cure; and, in confequence of the
great numbers of neceflitous perfons, who were {upplied from
thefe funds, in the years of fcarcity, they are, at this time,
quite exhaufted,

Schools.——No public fchools are as yet eftablifhed here,
though, it muft be acknowledged, that there is great need
for them. Moft of the pcople, however, can read pretty
well, and many write.

Stipend, &o'r. It is impoflible to afcertain the real value
of the ftipend, as it is payable in articles, the prices of which
are very fluCtuating. The ftipend has been, of late, confidera~
bly augmented, and, at prefent, confifts of the following ar-
ticles, befides the glebe, viz. 178 lifpund and 10 merks but-

ter
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ter; 70 lambs and #% of 2 lamb, and 4 merks wool with every
Jambj 211 ling and § of a ling; 503 cans and § can of oil;
and L. 175 : x5 Scots in money ; with an allowance of L. 40
Scots for communion elements. The manfe and office houfes
were built in 1747, at the expence of L. 50 fterling ; and have
been once repaired. On a late vifitation, the prefbytery grant-
ed decreet, for upwards of L. 100 fterling, for another re-
pair. The prefent incumbent was admitted minifter in 1778,
and has a wife and 10 children.

Mifoellaneous Obfervations.~———The fyftem, now univer-
fally adopted, of parcelling out the lands into very fmall pos-
tions, that the lairds may have a greater number of fithermen,
greatly contributes to early marriages; fo that, a bachelor is
a very fingular phenomenon in this country. They delve all
their little farms with the fpade, and have no need of any con-
fiderable ftock to begin life ; all that is required being a cow,
apot, a fpade, a tufker, a buthie, fithing rods, and a rug,
or blanket. Thus, they increafe in number,” notwithftanding
their poverty. Both fexes make a very decent and genteel ap-
pearance on Sundays. Though their crops, with the ftrictef
economy, cannot maintain their families above 7 or 8 months
in the year, yet, by the natural advantages they enjoy, of
plenty of fuel, and immenfe quantities of fmall fith, T may
venture to affirm, that, they live fully as well, and many more
comfortably, than the generality of the peafants in Scotland.
Though the face of the iflands of Shetland, in general, and of
Yell, in particular, (of which Buchanan fays, adeo fera, w
nullum animal, nifi illic natum, ferat,) exhibits a very rude ap-
pearance, yet, improvements in agriculture are not at all im-
pradticable ; and, were due attention and encouragement gi-
ven, there is no queftion, but this country might produce.as
much corn as might ferve the inhabitants. But fithing fchemes

engrofs -
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engrofs all their attention ; and, the people being poor, and
not enjoying the benefit of long leafes, until thefe obftacles
are removed, it is not to be imagined, that ever any remark.
able exertions will take place among them, in cultivating the
ground.

No veftiges of.any antiquities, excepting a few Pictifh or
Danifh forts, &c. which merit no particular defcription, are
to be found here. It is moft likely, that the Romans were
utterly unacquainted with the Shetland Ifles. The Hland of
Fula was probably defcried by them, from the Orkneys, in
their circumnavigation of Britain, its name being fo fimilar
to that of Thule, mentioned by Tacitus.

General Charafler.—The people, in general, are fober and
inoffenfive. Crimes of an atrocious nature are little known
amongft them. They are judicious, of a ready and acute un-
derftanding, capable of enduring great toil, cold, and hunger,
Jupra quam cuique credibile ¢ff 5 run prodigious rifks, in going
out 16 or 11 leaguesinto the ocean, on the ling and tufk fith.
ing, in fmall fix-oar’d boats, which, together with all their fith-
ing materials, they provide at their own expence. They prove
excellent feamen, when thzy go abroad ; are much efteemed
in the Britith navy; and, confidered in this point of view,
well merit thé attention and favour of government. This
obfervation, indeed, may be applied, with equal juftice, to
Shetland in general. In religious matters, they enjoy a hap-
py moderation and uniformity of fentiment; their faith not
being diftradted by controverfy, nor fc&tarifm infefting their
abodes. -

APPENDIX.
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A PPENDIX

SOME additional information havmg been received, with

regard to the population of the town and parifh of Ayr,
inferted in the firft volume of this work ; and alfo, refpeQing
the parith of Newton upon Ayr, which is included in this vo-
lume;; it is thought proper to add that mfonnatxon, by way of

Appendix.
1. A Y R

STATE of the Population of the Parith of Ayr, diftinguifh-
ing the Number of Inhabitants in the Town and Country,
their Age and Sex, the Natives of the Parifh, and thofe
born elfewhere.—From a Survey, taken in the Year 1791,
by Mr L. M‘Kechnie, Seffion Clerk of Ayr.

Inhabiting the Town.

Males. Females. Total Bérain  Bern elfes
thd parsh, where, ,
Under sheage of 10 405 . 429 ,

From 10 to 60 1108 1517
- 6oto70 83 149

70 to 8o 6o 23

8o to go 17 28

goto 160 2

Carried over 1673 2198 3871 1838 2033

4D , Brought
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Males. Females.  ‘Total. Bornin DBen el
the parith  where.

Broughtover 1673 2198 3871 1838 203
Inhabiting the country.
Under 10 8s 81
From 10to 60 254 202
6oto70 17 23

70to 80 14 3
80 to yo 4 I
ooto10e 2

374 402 776 299 471

Towd 2047 2600 4647 2137 *2510
2. NEWTON

* LIST ef the 9 incorporated Trades of Ayr, diftinguithing the
Number of . Mafters, Journcymen, and Apprentices, employed
in cach.—— From an Account taken by the Convener, in No-

vember, 1791.

. Matters, Jowsseymen. Appreatices. Toal
Hammermen 24 16 24 . 64
Weavers 61 89 36 186
Dyers 6 4 2 12

-Tailors 43 2Q s 57
Squaremen 34 68 33 135
Shoemakers 25 27 10 63
Skinners 2 1 3 4
Coopers ) 13 I [ 1 22
Flefhers 14 16 4 34

210 246" 120 576

It appears, from their fecords, that the Dyers and Skinnens
were, about a century ago, among the moft aumerous corporations,
and that the'Coopers were, then, more numerous, owing to a cos-
fiderable wine trade carried on with France.

Befides the above incorporited trades, there are, in the coustry
part of the parith, § blackfmiths, 3 cart.-wrights, and 2 taylons. -
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22 NEWTON vron AYR.

THE following accouit is the refult of a pretty accurate
furvey of the population of Newton upon Ayr, made
in the month of O&ober, 1791.

Houfes inhabited 268 From goto 6o - " 339
Do. uninhabited, (fome of e 6o to 70 102
them in ruins) 20 —— 70to 80 83
Families 408 — 80 to 9o 7
Souls 1689 Married pairs 298
Males 836 Unmarried men above 18 96
Females 853 Do. women above 16 165
Above 7 years of age 1391 Widows . 90
Under do. 298 Widowers 28
From 7 to 14 252 Born in the parith 159
——14 t0 20 216 Born out of the parith 930
w— 20 t0 30 303 Of thefe, born in Ircland
— 30 tO 40 165  about : 6o
w— 40 tO 50 275 and in England 14

From the above account, it will appear furprifing, that the
number of males and females fhould be fo nearly equal. But
all thofe who are at fea, being included in the number of
males, and many more men than women being employed in
the weaving bufinefs, and at the coalleries, thefe circumftan-
ces will, in a great degree, account for this equality. It is
fingular, that the number below 7 years of age, and of mar-
tied pairs, fhould be exally the fame. It may likewife be
remarked, that if the parith does not increafe in population, as
it has done for 30 years, (which is not probable, as it has

- 4Dz been.
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been chiefly owing to the acceflion of foreigners,) the num-
ber born in the parifh, in a few years, will greatly exceed the
number born out of it, which will be the reverfe of the above
ftatement. It is fufpeéted, that many more of the inhabitants
have been born in Ireland, tham-Go; feveral of them beimg
-unwilling to tell the place of their birth, being poor, and af-
raid of being turned out of the town. Upon the whole, the
average number to a family is about 4 fouls, and the greateft
. number, in the sbove divifion of ages, is from 20 to 30.

Occupations of the Inbabitants, and the Number employed in each.

Mafters. Joyrneymen.  Apprentices. Toul

‘Weavers 40 40 21 101
‘Wrights 8 1 6 28
Carpznters 5 13 6 24
Shoeimakers 8 1 R 10
Shipmatfters 14 Sailors 51 03
Smiths 4 2 2 3
Stocking weavers 4 R 2 7
Coopers R 1 2
Bakers 2 ‘o2 4
- Salmon fithers, (fome of whom are employed in the herring
fithery, at certain feafons of the year) - 22
‘White fithers - - - 26
* Herring do. - - - 12
Coalliers - o 24
Day labourers, (the moft of whom are employed at the
Newton and Blackhoufe coallieries) - - 57
Clothiers, or Dyers - - 3
Travelling chapmen, the moft of whom are Irith people 11
Ropemakers - - - 10
Braziers, or Tinkers, and Horners . - 5
Mafons - - . - s 7
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Land labourers - - 5
Carriers - - - 9
In the charaler of female fervants, many of whom refide
with their parents - - 59
Male fervants - - - 3
Schoolmafters - - - 3
Officers in the Cuftoms, 3; and in the Excife, 2 5

Befides thefe, there are 6 grocers, 2 carters, 2 tanners, 3
curriers, 4 fkinners, 2 clock-makers, 2 toll-gatherers, 1, but-
cher, 1 barber, 1 gardener, 1 miller, 1 heel-maker, 1 malt-
man, 1 gun-fmith, t meflenger at arms, 1 mufician, and 1
drummer. Public houfes, 17. Horfes and carts, 36.

Religious Perfuafions.
All the inhabitants belong to the Eftablithed Church, except
the following :

Antiburgher Seceders, families 15, individuals 40
Epifcopalians, families 6, individuals - 20
Roman Catholics - - - 2
Methodifts - - - 2
Moravian - - - I
Burgher Seceder - - Y- 1
Cameronians - - 3

The inhabitants of the town of Ayr, amounting to 3781
fouls, and that of Newton, which may be called its South-
wark, to 1689, the capital of Ayrfhire may be faid to contain,
in all, 5470 fouls *. '

* It may be propcr'to add, that by the conftitution of the bo-.
rough of Newton upon Ayr, the freedoms cannot be affe@ted by the
debts of the poffeflor, only the ftanding crop on the ground may .
be arrefted : nor is the fon and heir of a freeman, liable to be depriv-
ed of his freedom, on the death of his father, on account of his pre.
deceflors debts.

END OF VOLUME SECOND.






THE conftitution of the borough of Newton upon Ayr, is
certainly, in theory, the pureft and beft republican fyftem, any
where to be met with. Nothing, at firft fight, can yicld more
fatisfaltion, to 2 mind capable of feeling for the happinefs of
the fpecics, than to find, that a community atually exifts,
whofe government is founded on the generous principles of e-
quality and independence In the whole courfe of this in-
veftigation, nothing gave me more fatisfaltion, than the ac-
count of this diftri&®, as returned by the minifter.——Upon
farther inquiry, from various quarters in the neighbourhood,
I learnt, however, with regret, that beautiful theories do not
always anfwer in praftice; and, in particular, that no bene-
ficial confequences could be traced from this conftitution ;—
that the freemen were, in no refpe, fuperior to the inhabi-
tants of other little boroughs ;—that, in general, little atten-
tion was paid to their education, and that fome of them could
not read ;—that no funds were allotted for the maintenance
of the poor brethren ;—that the place was reckoned almoft a
century behind other towns in point of improvement.——In
regard to their property, That a confiderable tralt of ground,
belonging to them, remained in common ;=2and, that no fa-
vourable prefage could be drawn, from the manner in which
their fmall poffeflions were cultivated ;—for, that in a much in-
clofed country, their acresremained open, were kept conftantly
in tillage,and confequently, in aftategreatly inferior tothelands -
of thofe who held alarger extent of groundin their poffeffion,and.
whofe rights were not liable to the fame fyftem of reftrictions.

Thefe curfory obftrvations are thrown out on a fubje& of
great political importance, which will afterwards be more ful-
ly inquired into, and, which the Ratiftical furvey of Scotland
will probably be the means of afcertaining, namely, ¢ What
% is the beft mode of holdingthe landed property of a nation,
¢ and of cultivating it to the beft advantage:*’
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