














ARCHEOLOGICA
L SKETCHES

IN

SCOTLAND. ·

KINTYRE.

CHAPTER I.

Survey of

EARLY in 1864, I had the honour of being appointed to the Ordnance Survey of the The Ordnance

United Kingdom, and in June of the same year I took over the Glasgow division of our Argyllshire .

force, which was then just commencing the survey of the county of Argyll. For the next

three years our operations continued in Argyllshire ; and when I left the division in the

autumn of 1867 for Edinburgh, we had completed the survey of something like a third of

the county. During that time I was constantly in the field, visiting parties and testing

the work prior to its publication-one of the duties of the superintending officer being to

go over the ground himself and examine the plans seriatim as a final revisionary process.

This, it is obvious, would afford means of penetrating into nooks and corners of the Advantages

possessed by a

localities visited quite out of the reach of the general excursionist, and be of great value Survey officer

for archæological purposes, at a comparatively small cost of time and trouble to the

observer. There was also to be considered that, if the ordinary explorer was likely to

find it no light labour and no little expense to collect systematically notes of all the

antiquities of a district or districts in counties that already possessed published large-scale

Ordnance Maps, these difficulties must be immensely increased in a Highland county Difficulties in

where no such maps as yet existed. In a lowland country thoroughly intersected by county with

highways, and thickly studded over with dwelling-houses, every field becomes a known

area, in which it is almost impossible for an object of antiquity to escape the observation

of persons in the immediate neighbourhood.

Thus the compiler of the local guide-book, or the student of archæology, has only to

block out a cultivated district into circumscribed spaces to make pretty sure of sweeping

into his net everything within the particular space he may select to examine. But in a

hill-country it is a very different matter. Parcel out as he may, supposing him to have
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even accurate and largely-detailed maps, there are many obstacles to the satisfactory

prosecution of his work. He has on his map, we will say, a hill-fort or a standing

stone, or something marked down as the ruin of an ancient chapel. In answer

to his inquiries, he may be told that what he wants is a long way off, up such

and such a hill with an unintelligible name ; or very probably, unless it be one

of the red-letter antiquities of the district, no one has ever heard of it before.

Another obstacle is the language. If you want a short cut to some " dun," to save

perhaps a round of many weary miles, and can get hold of yonder plaided shepherd

whistling to his dog, the difficulty is, if you " have no Gaelic," to make sure of his

understanding what is said to him. Then, again, such personal qualifications as legs and

lungs enter largely into the question, besides time, weather, and so forth. When the

hills are dark with a shroud of mist well down their slopes, as is the case many days of

the three hundred and sixty-five in Argyllshire, the pre-historic inquirer in that county is

likely to have a disappointing time of it. Or when nature is in those tearful moods which,

almost diurnal in the west country, make the glory of the intermittent sunshine all the

more glorious, and the lover of ruined chapels has to stand knee-deep in soaking weeds

sketching under an umbrella, it must be admitted that the circumstances are not favourable

to the antiquarian draughtsman. And if to what has been said it is added, that up to the

present time less perhaps is known of the antiquities, whether mediæval or pre-historic,

of the West Highland mainland than of any other part of the kingdom (although the field

there is one of peculiar richness , variety, and historic interest) , I shall have sufficiently

explained the exceptional inducements to study its archæology, which in this, my particular

surveying beat, were placed before me.

The result was, that from the first I made it a rule to take notes of every object of

antiquity as far as practicable ; and this was done with scarcely an exception during the

time I continued on the survey of Argyllshire. Since then, however, the extension ofmy

sphere of duty to other parts of Scotland and into England has rendered the same systematic

method of operation quite out of the question. The notes, as will be understood from

what has been said, would vary in fulness of detail very much according to time and

circumstances, being sometimes longer, sometimes shorter, often mere jottings, but always,

if possible, such as to pass under review each separate object or site which could be

identified and recorded in the Survey documents. Similarly with the sketches. Some-

times there was little to draw either from a picturesque or explanatory point of view,—as,

for instance, frequently in the case of ancient cairns, where all that was visible might be a

shapeless heap of stones ; ¹ or again in camps, " duns " of the circular kind in the last stages

of dilapidation, &c. On the other hand, I invariably endeavoured to secure, with pen or

architecture ; pencil, anything descriptive of the architecture of the old chapels , though without under-

taking anything like detailed architectural drawings, which the limited time at my disposal

Illustrations

of church

1 The internal exploration of such objects would form a distinct branch of inquiry obviously too extensive

for one in my position to attempt. Nothing systematic appears to have been as yet done for the district. If

energy such as has been brought to bear upon the Yorkshire and Crinan excavations could be bestowed here,

important results might be looked for.
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carvings.

rendered out of the question. I have, however, paid special attention to illustrating one

class of ancient relics-the medieval slabs found in most of the old churchyards-being of the tomb

desirous that what has been so admirably done by others for the sculptured monuments of

the east of Scotland and elsewhere, should be, as far as possible, followed in the west.

There was also this additional inducement to do so, in the fact that if I except a work

published in 1850 giving drawings of the slabs at Iona, and a few solitary illustrations of

similar monuments elsewhere to be found in other works¹-nothing like a systematic

collection of drawings of these sepulchral carvings, either for Kintyre or any of the other

districts of the West Highlands, has , I believe , yet been given to the public. Drawings

of every medieval carving above ground, so far as I am aware,2 are included in the

illustrations to this volume ; and as these monuments form so conspicuous a feature in the

ancient relics of the west country, and are, at the same time, so little known to the general

public, a special chapter has been devoted to the discussion of their style, peculiarities,

and place in the domain of monumental art. At the same time, their historical bearing

upon, and connection with, particular localities or personages-points which will come out

better when we examine the slab carvings in detail—have not been overlooked.

by parishes.

With regard to the arrangement of the field data, they were, in the first instance, Classification

invariably classified by parishes—the parish being, so to speak, the territorial unit of the

Ordnance Survey ; and for purposes of collecting after-information , identification of sites,

&c. , it seemed also the most convenient subdivision. In the present volume, however, it

was thought best to group the several parishes of one district together, with reference

more especially to their ecclesiastical remains, reserving for a future occasion notice of the

pre-historic and such other materials as would not properly fall within the scope of the

preceding portion of the subject. The advantage of such a classification is, that the

attention will not be distracted between different classes of objects which have no other

connection with one another than their geographical distribution , while there are also better

opportunities of comparison within one set of antiquities when spread over a larger area.

In these inquiries, one far from unimportant section has not been overlooked. I refer Topographical

to the topographical nomenclature. For, whether dedicatory, as when attached to religious

sites, or clinging with the cement of tradition to those mysterious stone-built structures

that, whatever may be said of their comparative antiquity, are undeniably outside the

pale of written history ; or again, hovering, it may be, over localities where everything

else of man's creation has altogether vanished ,—in the local names of a district the histo-

rian and the etymologist cannot but find much to assist their researches. In this particular

I have availed myself to some extent of our Survey Name-Books, as they are called . These

are in themselves valuable documents, as in them every name obtained on the ground is

systematically recorded bythe collector, the local authorities quoted for its different modes

of spelling, and a resultant orthography adopted which appears nearest the truth. There

1 E.g., ' Antiquities of Iona,' by H. D. Graham, published by subscription ; the Spalding Club's valuable

work on " The Sculptured Stones of Scotland," &c.

2 Except in the rare instances where the carving was so completely worn down as to be practically past

drawing.

names.
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is then added, when the name is Gaelic, a literal translation, as well as any other local or

traditional information of apparent interest the collector may be able to procure, under the

head ofa column of remarks. On such a system it is evident waifs and strays of archeo-

logical material may be picked up which would never otherwise be likely to find their way

into books.

Attention has also been paid , in the present part of our subject, to the dedications of

the ancient ecclesiastical sites. These form a specific and very interesting inquiry, which

no amount of investigation into mere written documents, however learnedly or searchingly

conducted, can possibly satisfy without some examination on the ground of the local

materials. Until quite recently, such a thing as an accessible résumé of Scottish calendars

was not to be had ; and little or nothing was known of, or at all events identified with,

the Scoto-Irish saints throughout the West Highlands , where their names are so commonly

to be met with. In the case of each religious site I have endeavoured to trace its patron

saint, and, as a general rule, given some little account of the most interesting incidents of

his life, noting, of course, especially, anything that might appear to connect him with the

part of Argyllshire under review.

It seemed further necessary to include in the present volume a brief sketch of the

history of Kintyre ; for without some light thrown upon the great warrior-chiefs who built

up and supported the mediæval Church, it is difficult to follow intelligibly the early charters

and other documents which relate to that Church, or to interpret properly its beautiful

monuments. In this part of our subject, the history of the ancient Dalriad kings ; the

connection of Norwegian and Manx history with localities and personages in Kintyre ; the

career of Sumarlid, the great Hebridean prince, and of his descendants, the powerful

lords of the Isles,—are points which I have aimed at bringing before the reader in such a

way as to impart to him some measure of the attractiveness they have had for the writer

Ecclesiastical himself. I have also, by way of supplement, traced very briefly the more purely

ecclesiastical part of the peninsula's history, noticing the struggles into life of the early

missionary Church, till the times when Argyll and the Isles attained a regular endowed

episcopate, the successive prelates who filled that episcopate, the relations between the

secular chieftains of Kintyre and the Church, and any interesting references to particular

church-sites in the district procurable from early documents.

history.

Existingworks

of reference.

Lastly, in the many excellent public libraries of Edinburgh (notably the magnificent

one belonging to the Faculty of Advocates), to which the most liberal access has at all

times been afforded me, I have been enabled to consult, as far as time permitted ,

existing works of reference-a most necessary supplement to field notes and sketches, if

we wish to round off and correct, by comparison with the labours of others, our own one-

sided idiosyncrasies, and weld the gathered-up links of our materials into a chain

possessing something like historical and archæological cohesion.
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CHAPTER II.

history of
THE epoch of history when the territory now known as Kintyre may be said first to Opening

emerge from darkness, is towards the close of the fifth or the beginning of the sixth Kintyre.

century. Earlier than this we have little or nothing to guide us but the merest

conjecture, which has to build upon such materials as an unknown race has left behind it

for our mystification-round towers, Cyclopean fort-walls, circles of stones, clay urns,

weapons and ornamental trinkets of stone, gold, bronze, or other metal, and the like. Yet

four centuries earlier Agricola and his legions were carrying the name of their Imperial

master far into the heart of Albion ; and it is just possible that the Roman eagles may

have been seen in the parts which constitute the present Western Highlands. For, in the

narrative given us by the historian Tacitus of his father-in-law's doings, there is a passage

which those eager to magnify the Roman conquests have pounced upon and interpreted

in their own way.
The writer is describing a sea-expedition undertaken by Agricola in Was Kintyre

the fifth year of his command, A.D. 82. " He embarked," so we read, " in the first Roman Romans?

“ vessel that ever crossed the estuary, and, having penetrated into regions till then

""

visited by the

referred to

unknown, defeated the inhabitants in several engagements, and lined the coast which

"lies opposite to Ireland with a body of troops." But it seems more than doubtful if the

estuary here spoken of was the Clyde ; and, even supposing it were, it by no means

follows, as some authors have supposed, that the regions referred to were Knapdale and

Kintyre.¹ In any case, such a passing raid could have left no trace ; and for all practical

purposes of our survey, the Romans may be left out of the question. Here and there we The peninsula

get a name from Ptolemy, the Greek geographer, who wrote about the middle of the by Ptolemy,

second century, leading us to infer that the territory of Argyll and the peninsula of

Kintyre² were localities not absolutely unknown to the Romans ; but this is all. We

hear oftwo great tribal races inhabiting Scotland at this time, Mœatæ and Caledonians³

-the first confined to the mainland south of the wall of Antoninus Pius, and the second

to the north of it. But there is no attempt to name or map out in subdivisions the rocky

impenetrable forest-regions on the western or Atlantic side of the main watershed .

Indeed it is only after much spelling out of Ptolemy's obscure references to Scottish

topography, and by comparing him with other authorities, that we can with tolerable andby others.

certainty identify his " Epidion akron " with the " promontorium Ebudum " of Richard

1 Caledonia Romana, p. 57. 2 Claudius Ptolemaius-apud Johnstone.

3

Ptolemy subdivides into thirteen tribes, the " Epidioi " being one.
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Dalriads.

the Westminster monk,' the " caput terræ

and the modern Mull of Kintyre.

of Adamnan, the Norseman's " Mula Satiri,”

We reach, then, the second year of the sixth century before a word is said in the

Irish annals, our earliest and most trustworthy source of information, to indicate the

movement of immigration from Ireland to Kintyre, which had clearly by that time.

begun to set in ; and in passing, I may just say a word as to what these annals are.

There are four ancient Irish Chronicles upon which the early history of the Scottish

Highlands is mainly based . Ofthese the most venerable and important is the Chronicle

of the learned ecclesiastic Tighernac, who was abbot of S. Ciaran's monastery at Clonmac-

nois, and wrote in the eleventh century—a contemporary of the King Duncan and Macbeth

of Shakespearian memory. The MS. second in antiquity was written by the monks of

Innisfallen, an Irish monastery, about A.D. 1215. The third set of annals was the work of

the brethren of another Irish religious establishment, Buellan in Connaught, written about

1253 ; and the annals of Ulster, which appear to have been commenced in the eleventh, and

been added to by later hands in the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries, make the fourth.

These MSS. are written partly in Latin and partly in the ancient Erse language. "Their

antiquity," says Mr Skene than whom there is probably no higher living authority

upon such matters-" places them in the very first rank as authorities for the early history

""

66

66

66

of the country-their authenticity and general accuracy is unquestionable, while the

narration ofthe events of Scottish history is so interwoven with that of Ireland and other

countries, for the truth of which we have other evidence, as to convince the most

prejudiced of their veracity." And again-" Down to the reign of David the First, when

" the last struggles of the Highlanders for independence took place, they throw a steady

light upon the internal history of Scotland, and become an unfailing guide through the

" intricacies of fable and the obscurity of antiquity." So that in these four books we

have something like tangible standing-ground ; and this, it must be remembered, is a very

important point to settle, when in other directions the modern inquirer into Scottish

history is accustomed to meet with so much idle guess-work, and often pure fiction.

The first entry, then, of the oldest of these Irish annalists, introducing us to

Scotland, briefly records that in 502 " Fergus the Great, son of Erc, held a part of

" Britain with the Dalriadic nation, and died there."2 Dalriada, or Dalaradia, was at

this time the name of an extensive tract of country in and about Antrim and Down, in

Ireland, which had possessed a barbaric line of princes, in which the so-called " Cairbre

Righfada " occupies a dimly-shadowed and far-away place. But it was only hereafter

(and this has particularly to be borne in mind) that the title of Dalriads.or Scots came to

be applied indifferently to both sides of the water to the colonial settlement as well as

to the mother country ; for, however the fact may be kicked against by the national pride

of modern Caledonians, it is undeniable that the " Scots " were originally an obscure

1 " De situ Britanniæ."-Johnstone.

2 An ancient Irish tract on the men of Alba says : "Three times fifty men were the emigrants that went

forth with the sons of Erc ."-Reeves and Skene.
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community in a corner of northern Ireland. And this fact suggests the idea, that notwith-

standing Tighernac's first notice of the Irish emigrants is dated A.D. 502, it is an open

question how far this date represents the real beginning of the colonising movement.

With a great country like Ireland lying not a dozen miles distant, it seems hardly credible

that Kintyre should have escaped those aggressive pushing propensities which have in

all periods of the world's history tended to enlarge and modify the various centres

of population.¹

Fergus, the son of Erc, had two brothers, Angus and Lorn, and after their father's Angus and

Lorn, chiefs

death, a division ofthe newly-gotten British territory, seems to have taken place. By this of Dalriada.

time the Dalriads had apparently not only overrun Kintyre, but had penetrated into

districts further north and some of the adjoining islands. The brothers having taken

their shares, Fergus was left with Kintyre ; and an ancient local name applied to a farm

at the southern extremity of the peninsula, " Tir Fergus " (the land of Fergus) , is tradi-

tionally connected with him. Another link of evidence to the substantiality of these

three individuals is to be found in Lorn's recorded relationship of great-grandfather to

the most illustrious of all Western saints, S. Columba. In A.D. 505 , two of the chroniclers

record the death of a personage named Domangart, Tighernac calling him king of Alban,

and the Innisfällen Chronicle simply Domangairt of Cindtire (Kintyre). The birth of a.d. 520.

Columba "the beloved " comes next in all four annalists ; and the two sons of Doman-

gart follow, Comgall and Gabran—the latter again styled king of Alban, and the former

king of Dalriada.² With the year of Gabran's death is coupled an event which any one

reading the foregoing remarks would have been fully prepared to find chronicled sooner

or later. The original occupants of the soil, who appear to have been Picts, Caledonians, The aborigines

rise against

or Cruithne, by whichever name we choose to recognise them, were not to be dispossessed the Dalriads.

by strangers, and sit tamely down under the infliction . The old story of such matters

was repeated ; and accordingly, we have a notice by Tighernac of the flight of the

Albanich before Bruid, son of Maelcon, king of the Cruithne. A generation next elapses,

which brings us down to the year 574. At that date an entry records the death, in the

(6

sixteenth year of his reign, of Conall, who gave the island of Ia (Hy) to Columba." King Connal.

This Connal becomes a more conspicuous personage from his connection with Columba,

and from the story of the temptations to the saint's virtue by the offer to him of the king's

beautiful daughter. At this point in the history of Argyllshire, a new and independent

testimony springs up in one of the most venerable and precious of historical documents—

the biography of S. Columba, written by Adamnan about the close of the seventh century.

A brief reference to " King Connall, son of Comgill," is to be found there. Apropos of

this Connal, it has been a moot point whether it was really, he who gave the island of Hy

(Iona) to Columba. Dr Reeves, the great Irish scholar, while of opinion it was more

likely the island should have belonged to Lorn (whose territory was nearer to it) , or even

1 Fordun supports the supposition that the Scots passed over much earlier, and others have followed

him since.

2 The Scottish Dalriads came to be called Albanich by the Irish annalists.

3 Picturesquely told by Montalembert, but I do not know where he found it..
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to Bruid the Pictish king than to Connal, concludes that in all probability Hy was at the

time unoccupied, and that Columba's entry was simply acquiesced in by the different

chieftains, who would doubtless put in a claim for its sovereignty.

We have now reached a stage in our review of Kintyre when it may be convenient to

pause and look around us. Hitherto we have had little more than a series of bare names,

almost tedious to follow from the absence of those personal details which alone give life

and interest to the records of remote generations. Yet it seemed absolutely indispen-

sable to run through them before touching upon the history of one of the most illustrious

King Aidan. among the rulers of the Dalriadic line. It is, after all, not much we can glean of even this

prince's life and doings, but there is sufficient to bring the man in flesh and blood before us

as the friend and ally of S. Columba ; a ruler, moreover, of strong purpose and ambition,

determined to assert the rights of the district under his sway-to see it freed from an

insupportable vassalage, and consolidated into the dignity of an independent State. Connal

being dead, his cousin Aedhan, or Aidan, the son of Gabran, succeeds to the sovereignty

of Scottish Dalriada, and receives coronation or ordination at the hands of Columba

himself.¹ Side by side with Aidan, at this time, in North Britain, were still the old

Mœata and Caledonians of the Roman historiographers, though now in their new guise

as Picts or Cruithne, and Britons or Celts of Strathclyde. Changes, however, were

brewing, and before the close of the century a horde of " Galls " (strangers) was to cross

the border and diffuse the language and blood of the Anglo-Saxon as far north as the wall

State of affairs of Antoninus Pius. On the opposite side of the water was a descendant of the barbaric

at his acces-

sion .

Battle of

Telocho,

A.D. 574.

66

kings of northern Ireland, and this descendant possessed all the prestige which in such

an epoch would attach itself to the older and better-established monarchy. The green

slopes and corn-fields of Erin could be seen from Kintyre, and their possessor had begun

to lay on burdens in the name of the old country that the young Scottish colonists were

no longer able to bear. This seems to have been the state of matters when "the

sovereignty of the Scots " colony fell to Aidan, the son of Gabran, A.D. 574. No

sooner was his inauguration completed than the thorns which were to hedge about his

throne throughout a long life began to make their appearance. His cousin and

predecessor was dead ; but he had left a son, and it would not be surprising if that son

should assert a claim to his father's sovereignty. It might, indeed, have been argued

that Aidan was playing the rôle of a usurper, and that Duncan, the son of Connal, was

the legitimate heir. But however stringently men may legislate to secure a system of

entailed succession, history has afforded a multiplicity of examples where it was inevitable

such laws should be broken through ; and, moreover, the sanction of S. Columba would

be held as the best indication of the divine will in the matter. Nevertheless, Duncan

and his supporters. were determined to appeal to the God of battles ; and a combat is

noted by two of the chroniclers at a place called Telccho or Delgon,² in Cindtire, in

1 Boece tells us the ceremonial took place in Argyll. " Saint Colme," he says, "put the diadem on King

" Aidan's head," and then proceeded to harangue the assembled nobles in a rather prosy speech, exhorting

them to obey their new king.

2 Johnstone calls it Lora, and Lowe follows him. As yet, I have been unable to identify the site.
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which " fell Duncan, son of Conall, the son of Comgall, and many other of the

dependants (de sociis), the sons of Gabran." This is one way of reading the chronicle.

Or we may imagine that Duncan's contest was with the irrepressible Picts, the men of

Strathclyde, or other strangers, and that Aidan succeeded his cousin in the ordinary way.

I am not aware that there are data for determining which view is correct.¹ The next

entry regarding Aidan bears date 580, and records a piratical expedition, and along with

it is a notification that there died Canalat, King of the Picts. Here, again, we are left to

conjecture if the expedition should be connected with the death of the Pictish king.

In the year following, however, all doubts are removed as to the nature of Aidan's

proceedings, though the name of the locality is at first deceptive. Three of the annalists

to

3

A.D. 581 ;

righ, A.D. 590.

note " the battle of Man by Aidan," and two of them add that he was victorious. The Battle of Man,

place, however, was probably not the Isle of Man,2 but the moor of Manonn, in the

south-east of Stirlingshire ; or possibly Clackmannan, on the Picto- British border, where

a great stone used to stand . The year 583 passes away, and with it Aidan's most

formidable rival, Bruid, the Pictish king, who, three-and-twenty years before, had fallen

with a heavy hand on the Scots of Kintyre-Bruid, the Pagan king, whom Columba was

not afraid to beard in his own headquarters, and by threats or persuasion endeavour

bring over to the true faith. But other enemies were abroad when Bruid was no

more. In 590, Aidan is again battling at a place called Leithrigh, which is all the and of Leith-

information given us. That same year, perhaps as the result of the battle, the celebrated

meeting for a settlement of disputes between Aidan and the Irish monarch, to whom

he had hitherto paid allegiance , was brought about by S. Columba. An account of the Aidan's treaty

interview is given in an ancient Irish MS. called the " Leabhar-na-h' Uidhri " (book king.

of the dun cow) : " And a contest arose between these two kings, Aedhan Mac

Gabhrain, King of Alba, and Aedh Mac Ainmire, King of Erin; about the Dalriada

" of the race of Cairbre Righ-fada. And that was one of the three causes for which

" Columcille came to Erin, to make peace between the men of Erin and of Alba. When

" he came to the meeting, Colman, son of Comgellan, accompanied him, and Columbcille

" was asked to give judgment between the men of Erin and Alba. ' It is not I that shall

1 Skene and Reeves are both silent on this point. Reeves, indeed, assumes that Connal was a subordinate

prince, partly on the authority of the Annals of the Four Masters, where he is called by a title signifying a lord of

the fourth degree. But, on the other hand, Connal's father is styled King of Dalriada in Tighernac's annals ,

which, as well as those of Ulster, add that Connal gave Hy to Columba. Comgall would appear to have been

the senior of Gabran, and Connal was reigning over Dalriada immediately before Aidan. It has generally been

assumed that Comgall inherited the district of Cowal (supposed to have taken its name from him), and Gabran,

Knapdale and Kintyre ; but it does not appear altogether clear how the inheritance of Fergus was apportioned

between them. Moreover, Reeves and Skene admit that Aidan only succeeded Connal in the sovereignty. Then,

too, is it probable the Picts would have ventured so far south as Kintyre, with Knapdale, Argyll, and Lorn,

all Dalriadic territory, lying in their way? It seems hazardous to attempt anything like certainty in such a

question ; and the view I have suggested of Duncan's having risen , on his father's death, against Aidan, may not

seem improbable.

2 Dr Oliver seems to have thought it was, as he gives these Irish extracts in his collations of Manx

history. The point appears doubtful. The spellings given ofthe name are Manand, Manam, and Mannon.

3 The name signifies apparently " the grey-headed king."

4 In the north of Ireland, near Newtown Limavady.

Е

with the Irish
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" give it,' said he, ' but yonder youth,' pointing to Colman. Colman then gave

66

""

judgment, and the decision that he gave was this : Their expeditions and hostings to

" be with the men of Erin always, for hostings always belong to the parent stock. Their

" tributes, and gains, and shipping, to be with the men of Alba. And when any of the

men of Erin or Alba should come from the east, the Dalriada to entertain them, whether

" few or many ; and the Dalriada to convey them on, if they require it." 1 A rational

and hospitable arrangement between the two countries, illustrating, by the use of the

common name for the people on both sides of the water, how close was the tie which

still subsisted between them. In the year 596, the stanch supporter and counsellor of

King Aidan, the most energetic spirit that ever laboured in the Scottish Highlands for

the cause of the Cross, passed away-" rested in Christ," as the Buellan monks have it

-in the thirty-fifth year of his ministry, and the seventy-sixth year of his age. The death

of Columba must have been a serious misfortune to the Dalriadic monarch, around whom

troubles were gathering thick and fast. In the same year Eogan, the brother of Aidan, dies,

and the entry announcing his death is immediately followed by the brief, passionless words

of Tighernac : " The slaughter (jugulatio) of the sons of Aedan, i. e. , Bran and Domangart,

" and Eochfin and Arthur, in the battle of Chirchind, in which Aedan was vanquished."

Even at this distance of time, a certain touching pathos reveals itself in the history of this

barbaric sovereign and his unfortunate children. John of Fordun, one of the best of early

Scotch historians, an ecclesiastic, who wrote in the reign of Richard II. ,2 has given us

an interesting sketch of the well-known incident which connects them with S. Columba.

"When," he writes, " S. Columb questioned King Aidan as to the succession (to his

throne)—the latter not knowing which of his sons it was to be-thus prophesied the

" saint : None of these three, Arthur, Eochod Find, or Dongard, shall reign, for they

" will all fall slain by enemies. But now, if thou hast any other younger ones, send them

" to me, and he whom the Lord shall choose of them, shall all unexpectedly (subito) fall

" upon my breast.' When they were summoned, Eochod Buyd (Buidhe, the yellow-

haired), just as the saint had prophesied, coming forward, sank on the holy man's bosom ,

" whom the saint straightway kissed, and blessing him, said to his father (Aidan) , He

shall survive, and be king next to thee, and his sons shall reign after him. ' All which

things were fulfilled in due time." And King Aidan," continues Fordun, " after the

war of Degsastan,³ mourned continually, and was so afflicted with his great griefs, that

" in the second year after his flight, at the great age of wellnigh eighty years, he died in

Kentyre, and is buried at Kilcheran, where none of his ancestors were laid before. "4

Four years elapsed after his crushing disaster and bereavement at Circhind before we

again hear of him ; and as though the old warrior were unable to keep his hands any more

than his mind quiet, he is once more in action assisting a brother nation against a new foe,

66

""

66 6

"C

C

"(

1 Notes to Reeves's Adamnan. See also his Vita S. Colomb, lib. I. сар. xlix.

2 See Skene's remarks upon this historian-Scot. Soc. of Antiq. Proc. , vol. viii. part 2.

3 This name does not, I think, appear in the Irish annals.

4 Fordun's History of Scotland, Edin. , 1759-Advocates' Library.

•

5According to Boece, the Scots and Britons of Strathclyde had arranged a mutual offensive and defensive
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" The

the Saxons.

more menacing to them both than the painted spearmen of the Caledonian forests.

" battle of the Saxons " ¹ (we read at A.D. 600) ² " with Aedan, where fell Eanfraith, brother

" ofEtalfraich³ (Ethėlfred), by Maeluma, son of Baedan, in which he was victorious"-and,

add the Ulster annals, “ in which Aidan was vanquished." It has been thought by the Aidan fights

best authorities that Aedan, in the campaign against the Saxons which terminated in this

battle, must have been in command of a large and powerful allied army of Scots and

Britons, which of itself would seem to argue the possession of talent and an eminent

reputation as a leader. Dr Reeves endorses this view, and remarks of Aidan that he was

the first Dalriad ruler of any great ability, and the first to exchange the less dignified title

of " lord" for that of " king," and that it was under him that the real foundation of the

Scottish monarchy was laid. Nevertheless, fate was against Aidan, at least in his latter

days. I must not omit mention of one more reference to this prince before we take leave

of him . It is in connection with a Welsh chieftain, Ruydderch or Roderick, son of

Tudwal, a personage alluded to by Adamnan,5 and also in an old Welsh record. After

describing a fight at a place called Arderydd between Roderick and another chief, His relations

Gwenddolen ap Ceidian, where the ubiquitous Aidan was engaged on the side of the Welsh.

latter, the record delivers itself of this grumbling comment upon the Scottish king : " One

of the three costly battles of the Isle of Britain was when Aedan Vradog (the false) went

to Alclut to the court of Rydderch Hael. He consumed all the meat and drink in the

" palace, leaving not so much as would feed a fly, and he left neither man nor beast alive,

* but destroyed all." Not a bright picture this ; and the last sentence has a peculiarly

sinister aspect but we are dealing, it must not be forgotten, with times of fire and sword,

rapine and devastation, pursued to the uttermost by whichever side happened to be success-

ful in securing victory. The epithet " Vradog" would seem to have been applied by the

writer to the conduct of Aidan in joining his old enemies the Saxons against a prince ofthe

Cymry. Aidan, the son of Gabran, died A.D. 606 , in the seventy-fourth year of his age His death,

and the thirty-eighth of his reign. A Gaelic poem of great antiquity, however, differing

from Tighernac's computation, thus describes the duration of his reign :-

" to

7

9

"Four years and twenty besides,

Was king, Aidan of golden swords. "

We have noted Fordun's mention of his burial-place as having been Kilkeran, which is

the old name for the town of Campbelton in Kintyre ; and the circumstance that a quarter

alliance against the Picts and Saxons. It is a pity his history of this period is such a mass oferrors. He makes

out that Brude, King of the Picts, fought in this battle with the Saxons, whereas all the Irish annalists agree in

placing Brude's death at A.D. 583.

¹ The same battle as Bede records in Northumbria at 603. 2 Reeves makes this date 603.

3 Boece makes out that Ethelfred himself was in this action , and lost one of his eyes in it. He gives a long

speech of Aidan to his men, which is, no doubt, a characteristic specimen of this writer's inveterate habit of

romancing.

4 See notes on Dalriads in Reeves's Adamnan.

6 Reeves's Adamnan, p. 44. 7 Reeves.

5 He calls him Rodercus filius Tothail.

8 Annals of Tighernac.

⁹ Written about 1057 , and styled " A Eolcha Albain Uile." It gives a summary account of the kings of

Alban.-Coll. de Reb. Alb.

with the

606.
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Conan, son

of Aidan,

drowned.

More battles

in this town is still traditionally known as Dal-aruan, has been thought to favour the

inference that Campbelton represents the site of the ancient Scottish capital, or seat of

monarchy. I do not know if I have succeeded by these few details in giving some little

substance to a figure whose name belongs to a period so remote. It is difficult to rescue

our conceptions of these early chieftains from dulness, or to clothe with flesh and blood

materials which almost necessarily constitute the dry bones of history. But it has always

seemed to me that this King Aidan stands, so to speak, a full head and shoulders above

those around him in the roll of the primitive rulers of Scotland.

A battle has already been noted fought somewhere in Kintyre, where fell Duncan, son

of Connal. In 622 we have apparently the same battle-field¹ mentioned by the annalists

as the scene of another encounter ; and immediately following the record, as though con-

nected with it, is noted the death of Conan, or Conaig, a son of King Aidan. He was

drowned, we are told ; and of him, says Tighernac, Bimudine the learned thus sang :-

"The resplendent billows of the sea, the sun that raised them is my grief :

The storms were against Conan with his army :

The woman of the fair locks was in the Curach 2 with Conan ;

And there was great lamentation this day at Bili Tortan." ³

If
Pity we cannot lift the veil that obscures these abrupt and unsatisfying utterances.

we could know whereabouts was this Delgenn or Cinn Delgen in the peninsula, some-

thing more about this fair-haired woman who kept the king company in the coracle, or

put our finger on the scene of the casualty which caused so great lamentation in the

Dalriadic host-it would add something to the filling in of a picture which, as it is,

must remain a bare and shadowy suggestion of what may have been a sufficiently

romantic tale.

After the drowning of Conan we have more battles ; and one in 629, where Scots,

Picts, and Saxons seem all to have been engaged, resulted in a general slaughter, the

Dalriad and Pictish kings both being slain, together with the Saxon prince's son, and two

grandsons of King Aidan. Out of this indiscriminate destruction emerged victorious

Eochod the yellow-haired, son of Aidan, the chosen by S. Columba's prophecy for the

sovereignty of Dalriada ; but the fruits of his victory were short-lived, for he died

apparently the same year.5 With this prince ceases to a great extent the interest of the

1 Cath Cinndelgthin (battle of Ceann Delgen)-Tighernac. Bellum Cinn deilggden-Annals of Ulster.

2 Coracle, the primitive boat used by the early inhabitants of these isles.

3 Skene.- Coll. de Reb. Alb.

4 This was Conad Cerr, King of Dalriada, whom an early Gaelic poem describes as " a shooting-star "

(Eeil bladh) , and whose rule lasted only " three months."-Coll. de Reb. Alb. , p. 73.

5 The " Duan Albanach," a MS. poem of date at or before A.D. 1070, thus refers to Aidan and

his son :-

" Four years and twenty in possession

Was Aodhan king ofmany divisions ;

Ten years and seven, a glorious career,

In the sovereignty, Eochaidh Buidhe."

The duration of their respective reigns, however, as here stated, does not quite tally with other information .

Thus Tighernac, as we have seen, gives a reign of thirty-eight years to Aidan ; and as the latter died in 606,

Eochod, if he immediately succeeded his father, must have ruled twenty-three years, or thereabouts.
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chronicles respecting Dalriada for some time to come.
From year to year appear names Eochod

Buidhe, and

successors.

Conall Coil

A.D. 681.

of princes and their ceaseless bickerings-now it is the Scots who win, now the Picts ; but his immediate

nothing in any connection with Kintyre occurs till the year 681 , when “ the slaughter of Slaughter of

“ Conall Coil, the son of Duncan, in Cuinntire,” ¹ is recorded. Both Tighernac and the in Kintyre,

Ulster annals note it, and both add details which go to show that a considerable fight

took place on this occasion, for two others, presumably personages of distinction, fell

along with Conall.

death, A.D.

The eighth century opens with more battles, the combatants being, as before, Britons,

Saxons, Picts, or Dalriads ; and the same wastings and slaughterings continually recur

with a wearyful repetition. In 704 there was a great carnage of Dalriads in Glen Adamnan's

Lemna ; and the same year the more peaceful announcement appears that Adamnan 704-

the Wise, Abbot of Iona (the saintly biographer of S. Colomb), " rested in Christ," in the

seventy-seventh year of his age. Twice the Dalriads are in conflict with their neighbours

the Strathclyde Britons (711 , 717) , and both times are victors,2 as if Aidan's lessons had

not been altogether lost upon his people. Again, we have a record, A.D. 719, of the

Kintyre men, under the name of the tribe Gabran, engaged in a sea-fight with the people.

of Lorn in Glen Fine, no great distance from Kintyre, and easily reached thence by boats.

The King of Kintyre, Duncan, son of Beg (the little), and Selbac of Lorn, were the two

commanders in this action, and again victory fell to the Southern Dalriads. In 721 this Duncan, King

King Duncan died ; and two years later, Selbaigh, King of Dalriada, probably the same dies, A.D.

Selbac who got such a rough handling from Duncan, surrenders his sword and crown for

the habit of a cleric. Next year a Pictish king follows his example, and then the records Contentions

go on as before, with battles, civil strifes, putting men in chains, sea-fights, drownings, various tribes

burnings, desecrations, and the like, but never a scrap of detail to interest us beyond the

barest recital of these deeds of violence—nothing enabling us to pick out from the

exhausting mass of names a single individual who can supply us with a portrait. All

we can see is, that the line of Dalriadic kings continues in some shape or other.

ofKintyre,

721 .

between the

in Scotland .

men invade

At length we reach the close of the eighth century, when begins a chapter of events Close of the

eighth century.

which must have deeply affected the royal race of Dalriada, as it did the various other

sovereignties throughout Britain and Ireland. This was the historically well-known

intrusion of a new set of marauders, who swarmed across from Scandinavia and beset The North-

our islands north, south, east, and west, carrying havoc and destruction wherever they Britain.

appeared, tearing down the symbol of the Christian faith, and setting up in its stead the

worship of Thor and Odin. In the accounts which reach us from widely different

sources relating to the epoch which now began, the same dismal tale everywhere turns Their devasta-

up of sacked monasteries and martyred monks, slaughter and ruin descending upon man,

woman, child, and beast, wherever the murdering Northmen made their appearance.

As with the Anglo - Saxon, whose wail has descended to our own days through his

1 "Cindtire " is Tighernac's spelling, who also writes " Coil " as " Cail.”

2 The site of the battle, A.D. 717 , was, according to Tighernac, " at the stone called Minvirec "-doubtless

one of those rudely-hewn monoliths which overspread so thickly the Scotland of to-day.

tions.
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A.D. 794-

Also Ulster

and the
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A.D. 798.

Slaughter

ofthe Iona

monks, A.D.

S06.

The Norse

chiefs, Ivar

and Olaf.

chroniclers, so it is with the Welsh, Manx, and Irish annals ; strange names, not known

before, mark off exactly the tide-margin where first appear the breakers which at this

Iona ravaged, terrible time kept rolling in from the northern seas. The year 794 opens the doleful

page in western Scotland. The ravaging, write the annalists of Ulster and Innisfallen ;

of Icolmkill and all the islands of Britain by the Gentiles ; the burning of Inchpatrick,

and plundering by sea in Ireland and Alban ; the Hebrides and Ulster laid waste by

the Danes ; Icolmkill burnt by the Gentiles ; the community of Hy slain to the

number of sixty-eight ; and so on. Monks and abbots driven out of their homes, and

numbers of the best men of the native Scots destroyed one way or another by these

foreign carnage-ravens. In Ireland the same things were enacting. Half a century

Now
later were conspicuous two of these northern chieftains, named Ivar and Olaf.

they were wasting the Cruithnes (Picts) in Alban, now swooping south into Angle-land,

A.D. 857-871. or again, with a fleet of two hundred ships, making across the channel for Dublin with

an enormous booty of prisoners, a mixed multitude of Angles, Britons, and Picts, to

carry siege, rapine, and fetters into the heart of the Irish capital. And this sort of

thing seems to have continued for some three centuries with intermittent intensity, till

the rise of a new line of Hebridean chieftains in the twelfth century. It was a period

of terrorism, in which the dial of civilisation seems to have read backward ; for during

the height of this new devastating influence, wellnigh all the work of Columba and

his disciples was for the time destroyed. But out of it, nevertheless, sprang apparently

this good to Scotland, that her native races had it forced upon them that they must

henceforth unite against the common foe. Perhaps the last entry relating specifically

to the Southern Dalriad rulers is the notice that Conal,¹ son of Taidg, was slaughtered

in Cuinntire (Kintyre). After him appears in record Kenneth Macalpin—the gener-

ally recognised first king of all Scotland-who died, according to the Irish accounts,

Slaughter of

Conal, son

of Taidg, in

Kintyre, A.D.

807.

King Kenneth

(Macalpin).

The vikings

continue to

disturb the

West High-

lands long

after his time.

·

in 858.

But though the kings of Scotland, in the modern acceptation of the term, may be

said to begin with Kenneth, the son of Alpin, it took many generations before they were

enabled to struggle fairly into their sovereignty, and get a firm foothold in it. The

Northmen obstinately remained their great stumbling - block. For centuries after

Kenneth's time, piratical expeditions used to sally out from the ports of Scandinavia, and

steer for the Scottish Isles, their galleys swarming with a set of daring adventurers who

had little care either for gods or men, whose chiefs owed no allegiance to any one living,

king nor prelate. And we can imagine how the apprehension of invasion-the uncertainty

at what moment a fleet of these marauders might appear round the nearest headland—

must have exercised a most malign influence on the natives of western Scotland,—must

have paralysed industry, and tended to denude of its population the extensive seaboard

districts which form so great a portion of the modern county of Argyle, and, in a less

degree, of Ross and Inverness. And these adverse influences must be specially borne in

1 Apparently by the record great - grandson of King Aidan. The Ulster annals call him Conal

McTaidg o Connaill McAedain.
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•

termixture of

the Scots.

mind ; for they explain the great dearth of written ecclesiastical documents-of those

monasterial and other records which might otherwise have survived. After a while, no

doubt, the attacks of these Northmen would change in their character ; the " Gentiles " or

"Galls" would gradually intermingle with the natives ; and as something more approaching Gradual in-

a regular sovereignty became extended over the devastated districts, things would mend, the Scandi-

the more desperate of the adventurers be in their turn suppressed ; and thus we might

look in later times for traces of a union of Scots and Norsemen, which would leave its

impress in the country in more ways than one.. And this is what has doubtless actually

been the case. The medieval monuments of the class figured in this volume have been

thought to bear on their faces tokens of a kinship with similar monuments in Scandinavia ;

and though the idea has been warmly repudiated by some¹ as not complimentary to

Scottish originality, I doubt much if the affinity can be at all satisfactorily disproved.

sagas.

We have now reached a point in the early history of Kintyre when a fresh batch of The Norse

documentary materials presents itself, out of which—though like the Irish annals they

only relate collaterally to our subject—a good many interesting items are to be extracted.

I mean the sagas of the Northmen.. Many of them were, as we know, produced long

after the events they profess to chronicle ; yet the scalds who wrote them doubtless drew

largely upon oral and traditional lore, like the bards of other countries, and the

sennachies of the Scottish Highlands, for instance, to whom we shall presently have to

refer. Allowing for the inflation of style in the triumphant songs which the Scandinavian

bard was wont to introduce into his more matter-of-fact narratives, we cannot help being

struck with a certain downrightness in the narrations, as if the historian, like the sea-king

himself, were accustomed to hit straight out at his point, and no more mince or varnish

his plain words than the other his deeds. What has already been said respecting the

Norse vikings of the ninth to the twelfth centuries, does not, it must be confessed, show

them up in a particularly pleasing light. But, after all, they were perpetrating no more

and no less than the Pict had done, and was continuing to do, to the Scot- the Scot to

the Galloway Briton over the water-the Angle to the Scot-the Norman to the

Angle, and so on ; the same thing having been perpetuated almost to our own day in the

animosities of rival families throughout the Highlands. The first freebooters were

undoubtedly fierce and cruel ; but when the kings of Norway afterwards stepped in, there

was more chance of clemency, and even magnanimity, if the vanquished would only give

in. And in spite of the sanguinary aspect of these Northern poems and stories, it is.

impossible to resist the charm of their language, sometimes highly poetic, at all times

vigorous and graphic. The labours of a large number of able and accomplished authors.

have supplied us with admirable translations of many of them. The saga of Olaf

Tryggvason, the Niala and Orkneyinga sagas, the saga of King Magnus Berfott, and

others, are singularly quaint and interesting. And when in some of them references are Their refer-

found to localities we are specially concerned with-as the peninsula of Kintyre, for ties in Kintyre.

1 Dr Daniel Wilson is very strong on the point (see his ' Eccles. Antiq. of Scotland ') . In the chapter on

Monumental Art I shall have more to say on this point.

encesto locali-
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example the interest is greatly enhanced. The poems of Snorro Sturlason,¹ the

narratives of Thormod Torfæus the Norwegian historian,² the book of Flatey, and other

MSS. of like purport and origin, contain much bearing upon the early history of the

Western Highlands and Isles, as well as of the Orkneys. Take, for example, this extract

from the Ynglinga saga of Snorro, referring to about the close of the ninth century :

"After the battle of Hafursfiord, King Harald Harfager (the fair-haired) met with no

" further resistance in Norway. All his greatest enemies were conquered, but a great

" multitude of them fled the country. There was also at that time a great

' migration of Northmen to Shetland, and many of the rich Norwegians fled there as out-

" laws from King Harald, and engaged in the pursuits of vikingr ( vestruiking') . During

" the winter months they remained in the Orkneys, or in the Sudreys; but in summer

' they kept to the coasts of Norway, and did considerable damage to the country.

King Harald, continues the saga, grew dissatisfied with the depredations of these vikingr,

and used to hunt them every summer, but they managed to elude him among the rocks

and islands of the Hebrides. But one summer season the king followed them close, first

to Orkney, where he slew all he could lay hands on, and then to the Sudreys. Here he

killed very many of them, " who had been commanders of great bodies of men,” and

fought numerous battles, in most of which he came off victorious. Between this same

King Harald, however, and the vikings, there would seem to have been little to choose, for

he afterwards sailed on to the Isle of Man to plunder there on his own account. Such

glimpses as these sagas give show us what a state of things must have obtained along

the Scottish coasts at this epoch. Take again, for a specimen of sonorous battle-painting,

one of Snorro's war-songs, describing a Norse combat :-

"The strife begins,

Fields redden,

Javelins are hurled,

The din increases,

Ground is gained,

The monarch conquers,

The blade grows warm,

Wolves are sated ,

"Bosses ring,

Shields are bent,

The peace-hating hero,

With ardour pants,

The sword clashes,

Mails are cleft,

Spears thunder,

Shafts are stained in blood." 6

What could be more graphic than these short, sharp words ? The whole scene forces

¹ Snorri Sturlason, better known as " Snorro," was scald or bard to Haco IV. , King of Norway, and wrote,

therefore, about the first half of the thirteenth century. His nephew, Sturla Thórdarson, who died in 1284,

accompanied Hacon V. in his celebrated Scottish expedition, and is generally admitted to have been the writer

ofthe very interesting account of that expedition in the Flatey MSS.

2 Thormódur Torfason, whose name has been Latinised as above, has left us several historical works

upon Scandinavia and the Orkneys, &c. He lived and wrote between 1662-1712 , and, like Snorro and so

many other ofthe Norse writers, was an Icelander by birth. I am indebted for the orthography of the above

names, and information on some other points, to the kindness of Mr Jón A. Hjaltalin of the Edinburgh

Advocates' Library, whose reputation as an Icelandic scholar is well known.

3 He was the first king of all Norway.

4 The Sudoreys, or Southern Isles, till the middle of the twelfth century, appear to have included all the

Hebrides, Bute, Arran, Kintyre, and Man—the Nordreys comprising Orkney and Shetland.

5 Oliver's translation (Monumenta de Ins. Man, vol. 1. ) ; see also Skene.

• Anecdotes of Olaf the Black—Johnstone ( 1780) , Adv. Libr.



KINTYRE-EARLY HISTORY. 17

itself as it were upon us, and reading them one almost feels one's own blood stirred .

Indeed, the old Icelandic of these songs has such muscle, and bone, and sinew, such a

wild trumpet-sound and sweeping measure with it, as to be almost intelligible, though we

may be strangers to the language.¹

harried, A.D.

tarf, A.D.

To resume the thread of our narrative. The closing years of the tenth century set Iona again

over the accustomed fields of blood and rapine, the unfortunate monastery of Iona being 986-87.

again twice harried by the Danes, who slew on the first occasion, Christmas Eve, the

abbot and fifteen of his clergy, and on the second reaped their share of retributive justice

in the loss on their part of 360 men. Then follows the slaughter of a king of Inchgall,

or the Isles, by the Dalriads, and a few years later of Kenneth, son of Malcolm, by his A.D. 989.

own people, the Albanich . Internecine conflicts after these. Then a great fight between

Scottish men and Saxons. And so we are brought to a battle of somewhat more

memorable name, which was fought out at Cluantarf, or Clontarf, in Ireland, under curious Battle of Clon-

and apparently anomalous circumstances, which show, however, in the clearest manner, 1014,

the tremendous hold the Norsemen had got at this time over the Isles of Scotland. A

great band of Irish, under their King Brian, who, we may suppose, were assisted by those

of Dalriadic blood on this side the water, encountered a host of Danes, whose forces,

according to the Innisfallen annals, were thus made up :-" Their third battalion con-

" sisted of the Galls or Gentiles (i.e. , the Norsemen) of the Isles, with Luadar, Earl of

Orkney, and Bruadar, leader of the Danes, and the Galls of Innsecead, and of Man, and

Skye, and Lewis, and Kintyre, and the Ergadians, and the district Britons, &c. , with all

" their kings." Here were regions where one would have looked, under ordinary circum-

stances, for an aggregated and settled Dalriadic nation, swarming with Galls-malign

wasps, who had driven the legitimate working-bees out of their hives, and were fattening

on the honey. The chronicle is silent as to the result of the contest ; but at all events

the Danes were at their old trade again shortly after-for in 1027, Dunkeld, the great Dunkeld

Scottish episcopal seat, was entirely burnt, by them it may be presumed. By this time 1027.

the Scottish monarchs-Kings of all Alban, as they now begin to be named in the annals

1 I cannot forbear quoting another specimen, where the choice of resonant words, as in the well-known

Homeric line, " terrible was the clang of the silver bow," seems so to fit the theme they are telling of:-

" Lofa flutt förom

Fyrie gunnörum

Ne spurd spörom

Spioll gram snörom

“ Hefi ek hans förom

Til hródar görom

Ypt a vörom

Fyr ands börom ."

These lines, given by Johnstone in his anecdotes of Olaf, apparently descriptive of a scald's duties on a

march, are also by Snorro, according to Mr Hjaltalin . The last-named gentleman has obliged me with a

literal translation of them, which I have ventured to paraphrase as follows, very imperfectly, I fear, and

certainly at the expense of that terseness or compressibility of idea into few words, which a language rich in

inflections, like the Icelandic, of course admits of, much more than our own :—

" Before our brisk warriors

Speeds the fame of their glory ;

Nor spare we our monarch

Gleaned fragments of story.

"With my lips, to the noblest

My song I upraise ;

Of his great expeditions

To sound forth the praise."

To preserve the short metre I have been obliged to sacrifice some of the niceties of the wording.

2 The Jarls of Orkney were, till quite a late period , subjects of Norway, and completely Scandinavian .

C

in which the

Kintyre men

took part.

burnt, A. D.
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-are creeping on in something like a regular succession, though the line is snapped time

after time by their being summarily put to death at the hands of their unruly and as yet

more than half-savage subjects. But it must not be forgotten that their sovereignty was

not, for more than two centuries, to extend, de facto, to the western isles of Kintyre.

Under the vigorous manipulation of Harald Harfagra the pestilent freebooters of his

nation were, as we have seen, to some extent got under ; and the result seems to have

been that the Scottish Isles, from that time, passed to the dominion of Norway, and

remained so till their final cession to the crown of Scotland in the middle of the thirteenth

century. Thus, for nearly four hundred years the headquarters of the old South Dalriads

shared, with the isles , a nominal subjection to a distant ruler-forming, in fact, a kind of

neutral ground, to be swept by the devastating fires of two rival powers, neither of which

was content to yield it to the other.

3

And this brings us naturally to the time when we have to notice a monarch who

played a not unimportant part in the history of this country- Magnus of Norway,

surnamed Barefoot.¹ Snorro's saga gives a most lively and detailed account of this

king's expedition to Scotland,2 which, in many ways, resembled a still more memorable

one of a later Norwegian sovereign. The picture Snorro paints is brought before us

with singular freshness. The king, with Sigurd his young son, and many great nobles,

sail over in their galleys from Norway, and touch first at the Orkneys, the regular calling-

place for their expeditions. The army, we are told, was a large and joyous one. After

capturing two Orcadian Jarls, Erland and Paul, and sending them off to Norway, the

king leaves Sigurd there, under charge of trusty guardians, to act for him during his

absence, and pushes on southward. "The sturdy keels cleft the breakers," sings the scald

Thorkell Hawar ; and merrily westward, toward the Sudoreys, sailed King Magnus. He

had the sons of the suspected jarls with him as hostages, and a great army besides.

There was also with him, as we know from other sources, Harold, son of the last Anglo-

Saxon king of the name, who perished at Hastings ; for King Magnus had been kindly

treated by our English Harold in former days, and when disaster overtook his

benefactor, was mindful to requite the father's kindness by befriending the son. When

the Norse king reached the Sudoreys, "he began to plunder, burnt the inhabited

places, killed the people, and pillaged wherever he went. But the country folk

" fled to various places-some up to Scotland or into the fiords, some southward to

66

1 "Berfættr" is his earlier Norse title, and " Nudipes,” its Latin equivalent, that of the later Danish historians.

The origin of this nickname is thus explained by Torfæus : "When Magnus returned home with his victorious

" fleet from his western expedition, he is said to have brought into use the customs and also the dress of the

westerns, who were used to go about the highways with bare feet, and wore tunics and short cloaks (tunicis

palliisque brevibus usi) . Hence he got the name of Nudipes, though the Saxon derivation is different."- Hist.

Norveg. , Part iii.

66

66

2 See Johnstone's ' Antiquitates Celta-Scandicæ,' 1786, Advocates' Library, the ' Heimskringla,' vol. iii . ,

and Skene's Magnus Saga (Collect. de Reb. Alb. ) We have also brief notices of the expedition by William of

Malmesbury, Florence of Worcester, and other English chroniclers. In speaking ofthe Magnus Saga as Snorro's ,

I mean, of course, the saga as rendered by him in the ' Heimskringla ' a century or so after the events it records.

3 Sigurd at this time was but in his ninth year, but, as Torfæus adds, a boy of great parts and promise

(magnæ indolis et spei).- Hist. Norveg.
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pro-

" Satiri¹ (Kintyre) or to Ireland, while some submitted to the king and received pardon."

After this King Magnus captures more of the islands, and brings his army into Hy (the

Holy Island) , where one of the rare moods of magnanimity exercised during these

gresses is exhibited towards the monks. " The king gave peace and quarter to all men that

" were there, and to the property of all." Thence his galleys swooped upon Ila ; and here

he recompensed his people for their moderation at Hy by renewed slaying and burning.

The Ila men disposed of, the king went south to Satiri, and made war there on both

countries—both upward on Scotland and outward on Ireland. We can easily understand

what a conveniently-situated base Kintyre would make for this double field of warfare.

From here the fleet sails on to the Isle of Man, where the tragedy of steel and fire is

re-enacted. And at this point in his story, the scald can no longer restrain his triumphant

feelings, but bursts out with an exulting quotation from the song of a brother bard, Biorn

the Crook-handed . After his foray in Man, the king sailed to Anglesey, and attempted

to land there, but found the English ready for him in great force, under command of the

Earls of Shrewsbury and Chester. After a battle, in which he slew, with an arrow shot

from his own hand, Hugo the Modest, Earl of Shrewsbury, Magnus made off-according

to the English annals, defeated , but, says the saga, " having gained a great victory ” and

turned him back to Scotland . And now ensued the episode in which the Norwegian

seems to have cunningly outwitted the Scot, and, by stratagem, to have formally secured

the inclusion of the rich territory of Kintyre within the category of the Isles. The details

given by the Norse writers are so precise as to bring the whole scene vividly before us.

A pact was made between the Scottish king ³ and Magnus, that the latter was to

have all the insular territories of Scotland, which was taken to mean all land round which

a helm-carrying ship could pass. King Magnus brought his ships up to the south of His boat

" Satiri (Kintyre). Then he had a small ship drawn across the ridge of Satiri, ¹ and the

" helm laid across in its proper form. The king himself sat down in the poop, and

took hold of the helm-ball ; and thus he got possession of all the country lying on the

" larboard side."5 Elsewhere Snorro gives a description of the general dress and

66

""

3

¹ Satiri or Saltiri is the name given to Kintyre in the Icelandic of the sagas. The account given by

Torfæus of the same events is as follows : “ Infusus in Hæbudas incendiis et cædibus villas vicosque vastant,

" bona diripuit, indigenis quaquaversum diffugientibus, alios fugâ in sinus Scoticos alios in austros ad Saltiriam

66

(aliis exemplaribus, iisque pluribus, Satiria est, hodie Cantiria) provexit. "-Hist. Norvegicæ, Pt. iii . p . 421 .

(Copenhagen edition of 1711 in Advocates' Library, Edinburgh.)

2 Coll. de Reb. Alb. There is an allusion to a battle on the island of Sanda in this saga, which will

presently be noticed .

3 Apparently Malcolm, third of the name, nicknamed " Ceanmor," or the Big-headed. He succeeded the

usurper Macbeth, the murderer of King Duncan, and was husband to the saintly Queen Margaret. Malcolm was

slain in opposing the English near Alnwick, A.D. 1093 , the date of his death being given by Robertson (' Scot-

land under her Early Kings ' ) as 13th November ; while from the saga it is tolerably clear that the boat incident

took place earlier in the year. Robertson places the date of the expedition at 1098, but he has Gregory and

most historians against him. He also discredits the incident altogether, but Mr W. F. Skene's remarks on the

general accuracy of the Norse sagas, and their close agreement with the Irish annals, where the same events are

chronicled, are well worthy of attention (Coll. de Reb. Alb. , p . 63) , and do not support this view.

4 About half a mile wide , separating the two sea-arms, at Tarbert, Loch Fyne.

5 Magnus Saga '-Coll. de Reb. Alb. Torfæus thus narrates the same incident : " It was through the astute-

" ness of Magnus, who, by a guileful interpretation of the conditions of peace, perverted them to his own purpose,

stratagem.
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appearance of the king, which enables us to realise this singular tableau of the eleventh

century yet more vividly. " King Magnus," says the bard, " wore on his head a helmet,

and carried on his arm a red shield emblazoned with a golden lion ; in his belt was a

"sword of exceeding sharpness, the hilt of which was of ivory, enwreathed with inlaid

gold ; in his hand was a javelin ; and over his coat of mail fell a short silken tunic of

" ruby colour, embroidered with a lion of auric hue ;-and all acknowledged that none

" could
surpass him in dignity and beauty.” 1 Thus it was that Kintyre formally passed

over to the crown of Norway. "Satiri," adds the knowing scald, " is a great country, and

better than any island of the Sudreys, Man excepted. There is a narrow sandy ridge 2

" between it and Scotland, so that ships are often drawn across it.³ King Magnus went

"from thence to the Sudreys, but sent his men into the fiords of Scotland, and made them

" row in along the one coast and out along the other, and thus got possession of all the

" islands west of Scotland, both inhabited and uninhabited." The king wintered in the

Sudreys, and the next summer returned home to Norway, leaving Sigurd his son king or

viceroy of all his circumnavigated possessions.

Altogether, this expedition of a Norwegian king in the last years of the eleventh cen-

tury, besides the important bearing it had on Scottish history, is a remarkable episode, and

interesting both in its connection with Kintyre, and also as illustrating the lawless, hap-

hazard condition of affairs in the west at this time, when any one powerful enough did

that which was right (or wrong) in his own eyes. I have not as yet alluded to another

documentary authority which, at the beginning of this century, must be added to the

sources of historical information we possess respecting western Scotland-the Chronicle

of Man and the Isles (Chronicon Manniæ et insularum) , the original of which, a small-

sized quarto parchment, is deposited in the British Museum.5 It was written by various

monkish hands, having apparently been begun about 1250. It contains a few mistakes,

but on the whole is an exceedingly valuable historical document, and in tolerably good

preservation, considering its antiquity. This chronicle gives a singular reason for the

undertaking of his expedition by King Magnus. " Desiring," we read, "to see if the

" remains of the saintly Olaf, king and martyr, were still uncorrupted, he commanded that

" Olaf's tomb should be opened. The bishop and clergy resisted ; but the king came

audaciously, and by royal mandate caused the shrine to be unclosed. When he saw and

" that the peninsula of Cantire, esteemed before any of the Hebrides, came to be numbered with the islands. For

" (the king), stationed in the poop of his galley, and taking hold of the rudder (clavum), was, by a land-journey,

" drawn across the isthmus which connects it (the peninsula) with the continent ; and so, having manifestly passed

" betwixt these latter by a species of navigation, he extorted the peninsula,—taught, I believe, by the sophism of

" Beitius, son of Goris-noris Norvegia eponymi fratris filio-who, in this way, many generations before, got

"possession ofthe province of Thrandia. "-Hist. Norvegicæ, Pt. iii. 423 .

""

¹ Extr. from ' Heimskringla '—Oliver's transl.—Manx Soc.'s Mon. , vol. iv. p. 143.

2 This is scarcely a correct description. The ridge is a low but lumpy one, interspersed with schist rock.

3 The very name Tarbert, so frequent at these narrow isthmuses throughout Scotland, signifies draw-boat

(Gael. , tara-bart). Felled trees would answer well as rollers on which the keels of the galleys would rest, and

could be dragged along without any great difficulty. The same operation was performed by Hacon's ships at

Tarbert of Loch Lomond, A.D. 1263.

* Snorro Sturlason's Magnus Saga. Trans. by Skene.

6 King of Norway, put to death by his Norse subjects A.D. 1030.

* Manx Society's Monumenta, vol. iv.
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" felt with his hands that the corpse was uncorrupted, a great fear suddenly came upon

<<

him, and with much haste he departed. The next night appeared to him in a vision S.

" Olaf, king and martyr, who said, ' Choose thou one of two things-either to lose thy life

66

6
" " and kingdom within thirty days, or depart from Norway, and never see it more.' The

king, awakening from his sleep, called unto him his chiefs and eldest born, and told

" them of his vision. They were terrified , and gave him this counsel, that with all speed he

" should quit Norway. Without delay he assembled a fleet of one hundred and sixty ships,

" and passed over to the islands of the Orcades, which he forthwith subdued ; and proceed-

ing thence through all the isles, he subjugated them, and then came on as far as Mann." 1

""

The end of this long-headed and bold-hearted king took place, according to Norse Death of
Magnus, A.D.

accounts, near Downpatrick in Ireland, where he and his army were gone on their old 1103.

errand of pillage and conquest. As the incident is very characteristic of the times, I may

take leave to mention it. It was St Bartholomew's Day, and the Irish had agreed to

surrender a stock of cattle to King Magnus to victual his galleys. It was noon, and the

Norsemen were driving the beasts down to the shore over a boggy flat, when an ambush

of the natives rushed out of a wood, and fell upon the strangers. Magnus ordered

Eyvinder, his second in command, to sound the trumpet, and close ranks till they could

reach firm ground ; but, being hard pressed by the Irish, the Norwegians fell in great

numbers. They had reached the shelter of an old intrenchment when the king, seeing a

certain chief named Thorgrim, belonging to Upland in Sweden, called out to him to

make for the hill with his bowmen, whilst he covered their retreat with the remaining

force. Thorgrim and his men obeyed the order ; but directly they were clear of the ditch,

they put their shields behind their backs and ran for the ships. Magnus, seeing them fly,

cried out,
" Is it thus you run, you coward ! I was a fool to sendI was a fool to send you instead of Sigurd,

who would not thus desert me." The King fought with incredible valour, but whilst

defending himself against great numbers, was pierced through the thighs by a spear.

Pulling it out, he snapped it under his feet, saying, " Thus we young warriors 2 break

these twigs. Fight on bravely, my men, and fear nothing for me." Soon after,

however, Magnus was struck on the neck by a battle-axe, and fell. Vidkunner Johnson

66

"6

killed the man who gave the fatal blow, and carried off with him the King's sword and the

royal standard. An immense number of Norsemen were slain in this engagement,

together with Swerker Eyvinder, Ulfr, Dago, and many other chiefs. The rest, with the

King's son Sigurd, Jarl of Orkney, fled to their ships, and departed. This, but for the

unusual trait of cowardice, is a fair specimen of those half-land, half-sea fights which for

1 Chronicle of Man (Manx Mon. , vol. iv. , Appendix D) . See also Hist. Norvegica.

2 Dr Oliver says that Magnus was only thirty years old at this time ; but it is difficult to see how this could

be when ten years earlier-viz. , in 1093—his son Sigurd was in his ninth year.

3 The words of Torfæus are fuller than in Oliver's version : "Ita nos juvenes tabulas frangimus, ait," we

read ; and again, " Fly," says he to another of his followers, " and look after thyself, for well and stoutly hast

"thou seconded me, and now we shall be cut off one by one. Bear, therefore, to King Sigurd and the rest of

my friends my greeting." "Magnus," says Torfæus, "was a magnanimous and strenuous prince, powerful,

" industrious, tall in stature, and renowned for his strength of mind and body."-Hist. Norveg. , Pt. iii. 445.

4 Manx Soc.'s Monumenta,' App. , i. 224. See also ' Heimskringla ' (Magnus Saga), vol. iii.
6
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centuries were taking place along the estuaries of the west coast of Scotland and else-

where, wherever these Northmen, kings or vikings, were able to penetrate. And when

in these peaceful days we drive smoothly along the most picturesque of roads, or lounge

upon the deck of the tourist steamer enjoying the succession of seashore and islet, lovely

woodland and distant blue mountain, it may not be uninstructive to call up these old

pictures-to hear over again the beat of the long galley oar-to see the flash of the

sunlight on the torcs and armlets of the yellow-haired chieftains--to give a thought

to the lamentation of widow and orphan which followed in the trail of these galleys,

and be thankful that our lot is cast in more civilised , if in less romantic, ages.

We may skip over the half century which immediately succeeded to the times of

Magnus Barefoot, and come at once to a personage who now emerges from an obscure

retreat in the wilds of Morvern into sudden and more than ordinary prominence. The

Rise of Sumar- biography of Somarled, or Sumarlid (the summer soldier, as the Norse name implies),

must possess a widespread interest for Scottish readers from his having been the

progenitor of so many of the West Highland Clans.

lid ofthe Isles.

and parentage.

The question as to which of the various tribes referred to in the annals is probably

the one whence Sumarlid was descended-whether he was most a Celt, a Pict, or a

Scandinavian by extraction-seems to be one of those profitless points of discussion so

frequently met with, which had better be left alone here. As an authority of very high

standing has pointed out,¹ the Celtic natives, during the lengthy period of the Danish

inroads, must to a considerable extent have amalgamated with the invaders ; and

considering the time at which Sumarlid makes his appearance, it is more than probable

His extraction that his ancestry had been a mixture of both stocks. His own name is undeniably Norse

in form, but, on the other hand, the two preceding representatives of his family bore

names as evidently Celtic. Those who have desired to depreciate Sumarlid's origin

maintain that the term " Haulldr," applied to him in the sagas, is fatal to the theory of

his having been of high birth.2 On the other hand, Snorro, in his list of lords of the

Isles (stemma regum insularum) , heads it with the names of the father and grandfather of

Sumarlid, Gil Adomnan and Gil Bhride. Dougal rex Insularum " comes next (1156),

and Sumarlid follows fourth on the list ( 1164).4 It is ridiculous, therefore, to suppose that

Sumarlid rose out of nothing, although the suddenness with which he makes for himself

a conspicuous place in the annals of his country is not a little puzzling.

His early life

shrouded in

obscurity.

Of the early life and surroundings of the great ancestor of the Siol Cuinn (the race

of Conn of the hundred battles), better known as the original families of Argyll or Lorn

(de Ergadia) and the Isles (de Insulis) , we seem to know absolutely nothing.

1 See Gregory's Highlands and Isles.

The

2 Mr Gregory shows the fallacy of this argument on its own ground ; for the term was used as a nickname

for kings and nobles, though its primary signification implies a person cultivating the soil.

3 Manx Soc. Monumenta, iv. 216. Under the cognomen of " Gilbrid of the Cave,” we hear of him near

the Perthshire and Argyllshire border taking refuge in a cave on the north side of Loch Rannoch, where a cairn ,

spring, &c. , are said to be named after him.- New Statistical Account of Fortingal Parish, Perthshire, 1838.

4 The appearance here of the name of Dougal, Sumarlid's son, preceding that of his father, is explained by

certain proceedings, to be presently referred to, which took place in the year 1156.



• 23KINTYRE-EARLY HISTORY.

ments bearing

English chronicles afford the most microscopic accounts of contemporary personages in

Southern Britain of much less note than Sumarlid. Indeed, what monkish records remain

to us of far earlier times in western Scotland—as, for example, the hagiologies of Scoto-

Irish saints--supply oftentimes minute biographical information. So it is for eastern

Scotland. But from causes which will be obvious to those who have troubled themselves

to read the foregoing remarks, the absence of this information in the west is explained.

Thus it happens that the materials at our disposal for a biography of Sumarlid are the

scantiest. They consist mainly of a fragmentary MS. written in the middle of the seven- Early docu-

teenth century by a seannachy, ¹ or family genealogist, of the Macdonalds of Sleat. " This upon Sumar-

MS. ," says Mr Skene, " is a very favourable specimen of the productions of the ancient

" sennachies. Full of traditionary anecdotes, both of public events and of the private

history of families, in general wonderfully accurate, they furnish a curious addition to

"the history of the Scottish Highlands.”2 The record next in fulness of detail bearing

upon Sumarlid is the ' Manx Chronicle,' already alluded to, which takes up the narrative

of his doings when they came into connection with the Isle of Man. The only other

incidental references to this chieftain I am aware of, are to be found in the Norse sagas,

if we except a solitary one in the annals of Ulster.³

66
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On the appearance of Sumarlid the state of matters in the Western Isles seems to

have been pretty much this : From time to time there had risen up since the first inroads

of the vikingr some one possessing sufficient enterprise and capability to elevate him-

self to the rank of a petty sovereign, practically independent both of Norway and

Scotland. These were the first so-called kings or rulers of the Isles ; and before long,

their generally recognised headquarters was the Isle of Man. In the names of Lagman,

Godred, Magnus, Olaf, Rognvald (Reginald) , and the like, we recognise at once the

Scandinavian character of these princes. We have seen that Harald Harfager, King of

Norway, came over to Scotland at the close of the ninth century for the purpose of

scourging the rebellious vikingr, and bringing the Isles under his authority, and that

Magnus Barefoot paid his visit to Britain on much the same errand. But no sooner had

the Norwegian kings turned their backs upon Scotland, and made sail for their distant

northern land, than their nominal sovereignty, and the still more nominal rule of the

viceroys or nominees left behind them, would begin again to disappear, for it was

impossible that a chieftain residing in the Isle of Man could properly exercise the duties

of his chieftainship over territories so extended as the Scottish Isles. Thus rival

candidates for sovereignty- one here, another there would spring up, old feuds

1 "Seannachaidh " (Gael.), a reciter of tales, a historian. These seannachies were something akin to the

bards and scalds, and most of the Highland clans or families of note employed one of them to sing their praises,

who was a member of the clan, and of course warmly attached to it, and jealous of its honour.

2
Coll. de Reb. Alb. , p. 325.

3. The entry stands at the year 1164, the year of Sumarlid's death, and is as follows : " The chiefs of the

family of Ia (Hy), namely, Augustin, the great priest, and Dubhsidhe, the lector, and MacGilliduff, president of

the Desert, and MacFore Maigh , head of the Culdees, and the chiefs of the family of Ia in general, came to meet

the Co-arb of Columcille, to wit, Flaithertach Ua Brolchain, (to invite him) to accept of the abbacy of Ia, by the

advice of Somhairle, and the men of Argyle, and of Innsegall ; but the Co-arb of Patrick the King of Ireland

namely, Ua Lochlainn, and the chiefs of the Cinel Eoghain, prevented it. "-Reeves's Adamnan, Vit. S. Colomb.

lid's history.
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reawaken, and a sort of promiscuous civil war ensue, in which Scots, fair and dark

strangers,¹ loyally - disposed Norwegian kingsmen and vikingr, Irish or any other

plundering foreigners, might be expected to mingle, according to their several interests

and traditions. Out of this seemingly hopeless confusion the figure of Sumarlid, arrived

at man's estate, starts out into life before us. Our first introduction to him is in a cave

in the recesses of Morvern (a district of modern Argyllshire) , where, the seannachy Hugh

Macdonald tells us, he lay in retirement brooding over the low condition and misfortune

to which he and his father were reduced. " Then there came to Morvern one Allin

concealment. Mac-Vic Allin, with some men from Lochiel, to look for pillage and heirships," and

Sumarlid thought it was high time to make himself known for the defence of his country.

" There was a young sprout of a tree near the cave, which grew in his age of infancy.2

" He plucked it up by the root, and putting it on his shoulder, bade the Morvern folk

" be of good courage and do the same, and so all pulling a branch, and each putting it

over his shoulder, they went on encouraging one another. At this time Godfrey Dhu,

or the Black, held the Isles north of Ardnamurchan under the Norwegian crown. But

" Morvern being on the mainland, was Scottish territory, and when Olaf the Red, King'

of Man, caused men from the islands to go over in force to occupy Morvern, the main-

"landers had right on their side in resisting. Now the Morvern men at this time were

principally MacInnes's and MacGilvrays, and these resented the intrusion of the

The Morvern

men resist the

Norwegians,

and elect

Sumarlid their

chief.

Sumarlid

fights the

66
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strangers ; but they could do nothing without a leader. But having risen up and come

" in sight of the enemy, they agreed to make the first man they should meet their

general. Who should come up in the mean time but Sumarlid, with his bow, quiver,

" and sword," whereat they raised a great shout of laughter. Asked Sumarlid why did

they laugh. They said they were rejoiced to see him, and told him what had been

agreed upon. “ Sumarlid said he would undertake to head them," but only on condition

they should swear to obey him as chief, which they did forthwith.
There was a great

" hill betwixt them and the enemy, and Sumarlid ordered his men to put off their coats,

" and put their shirts and full armour above their coats. So, making them go three times

" in a disguised manner about the hill, that they might seem more in number than they

really were, at last he ordered them to engage the Danes, saying that some of them were

" on shore and the rest in their ships, that those on shore would fight but faintly so near

" their ships. Withal he exhorted his soldiers to be of good courage, and to do as they

“ would see him do, so they led on the charge. The first whom Sumarlid slew he ript

up and took out his heart, desiring the rest to do the same, because that the Danes

were no Christians. So the Danes were put to flight ; many of them were lost in the

" sea endeavouring to gain their ships, the lands of Mull and Morvern being freed at that

Norsemen,and "

vanquishes

them. 66

1
Fiongalls (fair strangers) and Dufgalls (black strangers) , two tribes mentioned separately in the Irish

annals, who have been thought to represent Norwegians and Danes respectively. Another name for the Danes.

or early vikingr in the annals is Gentiles (gentes), with whom a tribe called Gall-gael are at war in the middle

of the ninth century.

2 Whence it would seem that Sumarlid must have been bred, if not born, in Morvern.

3 Godred, surnamed the Black, afterwards King of Man ( 1154-88), was the son of Olaf the Red.
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" time from their yoke and slavery. After this defeat, Sumarlid thought to recover Argyll

" from those who, contrary to right, possessed it." ¹

successes.

daughter.

crease of

power.

I shall not stop to follow the seannachy of the Macdonalds through all his details

respecting Sumarlid. The sum of what more we know of his career is as follows : After

his first success, some ofthe Argathelians or men of Argyll opposed him, and had to be

put down. The next thing was to master Lorn, Argyll, Kintyre, and Knapdale, which His after-

he succeeded in accomplishing. Next ensues his meeting with Olaf the Red, King of

Man and the Sudreys 2 at Stornoway (Stornua), where a trap was cunningly laid by one

of Olaf's people, who was friendly to Sumarlid, through which the Highland chieftain

was enabled to coerce Olaf into giving him his daughter in marriage. Once allied to the Weds Olaf's

officially recognised reigning house of the Isles , Sumarlid Gilbridson was not the man to

lose his opportunity. Comparing the Manx and Celtic accounts . of him, we make out

that he was steadily bent upon recovering not only Man and the Isles, but as much of the

mainland of Argyll as he thought he could claim with any shadow of a title. So his Rapid in-

power and influence increased, till the ever-watchful jealousy of rival Scottish nobles took Sumarlid's

alarm, and it was represented to the young King Malcolm that the western chief was

waxing too formidable, and that his wings must be clipped. Then the King of Scotland

sent an army under Gilchrist, Thane of Angus, to require Sumarlid to yield up his claim

to Argyll, or quit the Isles. "But Sumarlid, making all the speed he could, went after

"them ; and joining battle, they fought fiercely on both sides with great slaughter, till

" night parted them. Two thousand on Sumarlid's side, and seven thousand on

" Gilchrist's side, were slain in the field." After this the field of Sumarlid's exploits

3

was transferred to the Isle of Man and the high seas, where he plays for a time the rôle His proceed-

ings inthe

of a successful sea-king ; but here the writer of the Macdonald MS. is altogether silent, Isle of Man.

and we have to refer to the Manx Chronicle. Godfred Olafson was by this time King

of Man and the Isles. One of his nobles rebelled, and proposed to Sumarlid that his son

Dugall should be put forward to supplant Godred ; and accordingly, with Sumarlid's full

consent, this man Thorfinn Ottarson took Dugall round the Isles and canvassed the

islesmen to assist in upsetting Godred. But one Paul Balkason, faithful to his legitimate

master, escaped, and bore to Godred tidings of what was brewing against him. Hearing

this," says the chronicle, “ consternation seized Godred, who, hastily collecting his

ships, set off to meet the rebels. Sumarlid meanwhile got together a fleet of eighty

ships, and prepared for action. A sea-fight took place between Godred and Sumerled a.d. 1156.

the night of our Lord's Epiphany, and there was a great slaughter of men on both

""

1 MS. Hist. of the Macdonalds (Coll . de Reb. Alb. )

2 It ought to be explained that the terms Nordoreys and Sudreys were differently understood by differen

writers. The Norse sagas included in the Sudreys Man and all the Hebridean Islands. But afterwards-

probably dating from the time of Sumarlid—the name Sudreys applied only to the Isles south of the point of

Ardnamurchan, and that of Nordreys to those north of it.

3 This estimate of the losses is an enormous draw upon our credulity, due evidently to the writer's clannish

desire to make the most of Sumarlid's victory.

4 In the month of January, therefore ; and, as fixing the date better in our minds, it may be noted that this

event took place little more than a year after Stephen of England's death.

Ꭰ
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Sumarlid's

death.

Sumarlid's

sons.

((

sides. Next day at sunrise they made peace, and divided between them the kingdom

" of the Isles,¹ and from that day to this they have formed two kingdoms."

(6

Two years later Godred and Sumarlid are again at war. The Highland chief was

not content with what he had already got out of his unfortunate brother-in-law. " Sumerled

"came to Man with a fleet of fifty-three ships, and, giving battle to Godred, put him to

flight, and devastated (vastavit) the whole island. Godred fled to Norway, and besought

" the aid of S. Machutus against Sumerled, who meanwhile made a few days' stay in the

"island, at the port of Ramsa." Of what happened to Sumarlid and his Argyll men here,

the chronicle proceeds to give a detailed account. Some of the items in this part of his

biography, and others bearing upon domestic details, will hereafter be touched upon

when we come to notice the Abbey of Saddell in Kintyre, the founding of which

has generally been ascribed to Sumarlid. Many of them are curious and interesting.

The last act in the drama of Sumarlid's life was the culmination of the storm of rivalry

which had set in against him among those who had gained the King of Scotland's ear ;

or it may have been that his ambition and the long run of success fortune seems to have

given him, brought about the final catastrophe which overtook him. With a fleet of

160 galleys-an enormous armada for that day-he sailed up the Clyde, fought a battle

with the King of the Scots at Renfrew, and was there slain. The entry in the Ulster

annals recording the event occurs A.D. 1164, and is as follows : "On the kalends of

January Somerled M'Gil Adomnan and his son were slain. The greater part of his

troops, collected from Ireland, Kintyre, Inis-gâl, and Dublin, also perished."

""

Thus fell one of the most remarkable leaders of this epoch of Scottish history. In

many respects his character is a repetition of that of King Aidan, and in both instances

Kintyre is the locality most closely connected with their fortunes. In the case of

Sumarlid, the possession of Argyll and Kintyre appears to have been a leading cause

of contention between himself and Malcolm IV. The Isles he might keep, but not

any mainland territory, and certainly not that portion of it which by a subterfuge had

been wrested from the king's namesake and predecessor, and classed among the islands.2

But Sumarlid thought otherwise, and so it came to war between them, and the ruin of

the great chieftain was brought about. But his work of founding a family, which for

generations to come, in the capacity of sovereign lords of the Isles, was to be the

dominant one in the Scottish Highlands, had been accomplished, and the fruits of his

ambitious energy were left to be gathered by his posterity.

By his marriage with Olaf's daughter, Effrica (or Ragnhildis, as she is called in the

' Orkneyinga Saga ' ) , Sumarlid had three sons, Dugall, Rognvald (Reginald), Angus,

and, according to some authorities, another named Olaf. Dugall, in the partition of

1 Sumarlid getting all south of Ardnamurchan Point, excepting Man, which Godred was to retain with the

northern half of the Isles.

2 Macdonald MS.-Trans. Iona Club.

3 The Chronicle of Man and the Macdonald MS. mention Olaf. The latter adds a son by a lady of the distin-

guished family of the Bissets, but the barefaced way in which he throws discredit on Sumarlid's legitimate eldest son,

the ancestor ofthe clan Dugall, and puts a supposed Sumarlid in his place, destroys our confidence in his genealogies.

There was also another son killed with his father at Renfrew, and probably a tribe of others we know less about.
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position and

Donald.

property, got the northern part of Argyll ; Bute fell to Angus ; and Reginald remained

lord of Isla and Kintyre. The violently-gotten island of Man, and what other territories

had belonged to Godred, returned after Sumarlid's death to their rightful owner of the

original stock of the Manx kings. Yet as a proof of the dignity the family of Sumarlid Their high

had attained to, even in these early days, may be mentioned the fact that his two eldest dignity.

sons retained the title of kings of the Isles, contemporaneously with Godred, King of

Man. And Thordr, an Icelandic writer of the thirteenth century,¹ speaking of "them

which were of Sumarlid's family, and untrue to King Haco of Norway," calls them

"Sudurey kings " two generations after Sumarlid. Reginald and his son Donald will be Reginald and

spoken of more fully further on in the notice of Saddell, as their connection with that

monastery was still closer than Sumarlid's had been. But as showing that Reginald was

no mean follower in his father's footsteps, it may be well to note, in passing, the titles

he acquired during his lifetime, as extracted from early documents. King of the Isles, Reginald's

Lord of the Isles, Lord of Inchegall (isles of the stranger folk) , and Lord of Ergile and

Kintyre, are among his names of distinction ; and in a list of the kings of Man in the

Harleian MSS. , he is found entered as " Reginaldus filius Sumladi " at A.D. 1164, the

year of his father's death, though the duration of his reign is not stated. It is from the

son of Reginald that the patronymic of the great clan Donald, with all its numerous

branches, has been derived.

titles.

Hacon "the

which led

And now we come to the circumstances which partly led to the celebrated expedition Expedition of

to Scotland of the Norwegian king, Hacon V. , called also “ the Aged," to distinguish Aged."

him from others of his line, who bore the same noble name. The question involved

was the beginning of those interminable bickerings as to succession of property which

for some four centuries were to convulse the several offshoots of the family of Sumarlid,

and turn the Highlands into a battle-field for rival factions of one common tongue and

lineage. It has been seen that Magnus Berfætt had only claimed and obtained from the The causes

King of Scotland a recognition of his sovereignty over the Isles. No Norwegian king to it.

had ever established monarchical rights over any part of the mainland other than

Kintyre ; and even Sumarlid, when he rose against Malcolm, had no intention of

repudiating his allegiance to the Scottish crown for the lands he claimed in Argyll. For

by this time, after many struggles and through enormous difficulties, the rulers of North

Britain had to a great extent consolidated their status as supreme rulers. The machinery

of formal charter-giving had commenced, and the recognised relations of king and subject

were solidifying into well-defined forms of law. But as yet and we shall do well to place

this distinctly before our minds-in the century following Sumarlid's death, the great

western chiefs were in the curious position of a divided allegiance for their properties. position of the

For his estates on the mainland, each of them was a Scottish subject ; but row him over tish chiefs.

to his island fiefs, and he became vassal of a court which had its capital among the fiords

66

1 Anecdotes of Qlaf the Black in the Flatey MS.-Johnstone, 1780.

፡፡ "7
2 He was an old man at the time of this expedition. The name Hacon or Hakon signifies one noble or

lofty ; " ha, high, and konr, a man or son.

Anomalous

western Scot-
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of Scandinavia. This was the position of Sumarlid and his descendants till opportunity

offered itself, of which the King of Scotland was quite ready to take advantage. A third

son of Sumarlid has been mentioned, named Angus, who apparently came into the lord-

ship of Bute as his share of his father's acquisitions. We know little about him, except

that he and his brother Reginald engaged in an unseemly strife, probably about some land

We hear of
question, which resulted in a battle, when " many were mortally wounded." 1

Engus, son of him once more in the same chronicle. " Engus, son of Sumerled," it says, "with three of his

A. D. 1192.

Sumarlid,

slain, A.D.

1210.

""

""

sons, was slain." Now one of these sons " left a daughter and heiress, Jane, afterwards

married to Alexander, the son and heir ofWalter, High Steward of Scotland, who, in her

right, claimed the Isle of Bute, and perhaps Arran also." 2 But Reginald had already given

Bute to his second son, Ruari ; and the latter, therefore, very naturally objected to this

claim, notwithstanding that the possession of the island had been for some time a point

of dispute, and it had been actually seized by the lady's father. In those days, however,

and for long after, great stress was laid upon the minutiae of genealogies, and the gravest

issues frequently hung upon some complicated question as to whether a remote descendant

on the male or female side of a particular house was nearest the legitimate succession ;

and Scotland of all other nations has been pre-eminent for these microscopic inquiries.

The King of In the present case it was necessary for the King of Scotland's purposes that the son of

Scotland's

machinations. the High Steward should take to wife a lady who could, with some plausible show of

decency, be put forward as the heiress of Bute. Then ensued the familiar story of so

many like cases. Ruari, who of all Sumarlid's family remained most Norse in his

sympathies, and who bequeathed his traditions of fidelity to the Norwegian crown to his

Ruari of Bute children, went over to Norway and complained of his treatment to King Hacon. Mean-

complains to

Hacon.

time the Scots seized Bute and Arran in the interests of the heiress ; and emboldened by

their being as yet no response from Norway to these aggressions, Alexander II. ,

King of Scotland, set out with a fleet for the Western Isles, evidently intending to get

rid of the Norwegian sovereignty altogether if possible. His fleet got as far as Kerrera,

Death of Alex- opposite Oban, when he was taken ill and died there, leaving it to his son, Alexander

III ., to carry out his intentions a few years later. Scottish encroachments went on

apace. Angus, Donald's son, and great-grandson of Sumarlid, was chased out of Isla

because he refused to turn traitor to his liege lord at Bergen for the islands his ancestors

had held under Hacon's predecessors. Other island chiefs were in like case, and their

appeals for help reached the King of Norway, and not in vain. I now follow the Norse

accounts, consisting of the saga of King Hacon the Aged, contained in the book of

Flatey and the Frisian MSS. , both written in the thirteenth and fourteenth centuries.

And first to go back a little in these accounts.

ander II.

Hacon's pre-

parations for

war, A.D.

1249.

3

Both sides began to make preparations for the coming struggle, and each was equally

anxious to secure the powerful influence of the Sumarlidian chiefs. On different occasions ,

1 Chronicle of Man.
2
Gregory's Highlands and Isles, p. 19.

3 Preserved in the Royal Library at Copenhagen, date circa 1229.

4 In the Magnæan Collection .-Johnstone.
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king offers to

Hebrides from

we are told, Hacon entertained at his Court many distinguished Scots whom it was most

desirable to win over. Among these we hear of John M'Dugall, known as King

Ewin,¹ representative of the eldest branch of the family of the Isles ; Dugall, Ruari of

Bute's son ; Magnus, Earl of Orkney ; Simon, Bishop of the Sudoreys, and others. But

notwithstanding all Hacon could do, some of the Sumarlid family were to turn out, if we are

to accept the words ofthe Saga, " very unfaithful " to his interests. Alexander II . had sent

over two bishops to the King of Norway, commissioned to offer, on their master's part, to

purchase all the Hebridean islands, and they entreated him to accept the offer, and value the The Scottish

islands in fine silver. But the King of Norway replied, " He knew no such urgent want of purchase the

money as would oblige him to sell his inheritance ; " and with that answer the bishops Hacon.

departed. This offer had been repeated, and negotiations for some time between the two

countries been carried on, when they were broken off, according to the Norse version, by the

hostile preparations of Alexander. Then the King of Scotland sent for Ewin Macdugall,

lord of Lorn and part of the Isles, and tempted him to break with Hacon, and so did all his The Lord of

Lorn's fidelity

relations ; "but he behaved well and uprightly, and declared he would not," 2 and to Hacon.

departed, and stopped not anywhere till he reached Lewis. At this stage of affairs,

as I have said, occurred the death of Alexander II. , and proceedings were stayed in

consequence for a while, for the succession to the Scottish crown was at all times a matter

sufficiently thorny to require the full attention of a new sovereign, and would leave little

leisure for other affairs. At length, in the summer of 1261 , there came to Hacon from

Scotland in the west, an archdeacon, and a knight called Missel, as envoys from King

Alexander III. It was the year of the coronation of the heir-apparent to the throne of

Norway; and the Frisian MS. gives us just a glimpse of a quaint scene at this coronation

ceremonial, where the Scottish knight was present, which I may be excused for quoting.

During mass, Missel the knight stood up in the middle of the choir, and wondered

greatly at some ceremonies unusual at the coronation of Scottish kings. And when

King (ie., Prince) Magnus was robed, and King Hacon and the Archbishop touched

"him with the sword of State, said the Scottish knight, ' It was told me that there were

" no knights dubbed in this land ; but I never saw any knight created with so much

" solemnity, as him whom two noble lords have now invested with the sword.' " 3 The

mission ofthe two envoys was not satisfactory to King Hacon, for , as it seemed to him, Failure of the

they showed more fair language than truth. They set out so abruptly on their return

that none wist till they were under sail. The King sent Briniolf Johnson in pursuit of

them, and they were brought back and made to winter in Norway.

""

66

Alexander III.

despatches

envoys to the

King ofNor-

way, A.D.
1261.

envoys.

Next summer came more remonstrances from the Hebridean chiefs. " They

""

66

complained much of the hostilities which the Earl of Ross, Kiarnach, the son of The Hebri-

Mac-Camal, and other Scots, committed in the Hebrides when they went out to Sky," appeal for

help to Hacon.

1 Hacon's Expedition : Johnstone . See also Oliver's Translation.

dean chiefs

2 Circumstances, however, made him change his mind ; for in 1263 , says Gregory, he consented to join

Alexander, "but at the same time honourably resigned into the hands of Hacon all that he held of the crown

" ofNorway." 3 Extracts from the Hacon Saga.-Johnstone's Translation, Pt. x.

4 Probably a member of the noble house which was destined to become such a formidable rival to the lords

ofthe Isles. Already the Campbells of Lochow were a family of influence in Argyll,
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Hacon as-

sembles a

and accused these nobles of many deeds of rapine and cruelty. " They said also that the

" Scottish King purposed to subdue all the Hebrides (Allar Sudreyiar), if life was granted

" him." These tidings gave the King of Norway great uneasiness. It was impossible

" for him to sit still and see his dominions wrested from him by a rival ; indeed, it would

have been a poor return for the apparent fidelity of so many of the Sudoreyans to have

left them to themselves. King Hacon called together his council, and it was resolved to

issue the ensuing Christmas a royal edict throughout Norway summoning a great arma-

ment to assemble at Bergen in the spring. This was done, and an immense fleet of

great armada. galleys and transports was got together ; and with great pomp and circumstance the

King, who had now reigned " six and forty winters," set sail for Scotland with a favourable

breeze and fair weather. The details of what befel the expedition-" this mighty and

splendid armament, beautiful to behold "-are, from first to last, of the greatest interest

to any lover of medieval history. The circumstantiality of details, the simple yet for-

cible language, and the outbursts of song which every here and there break through the

more sober prose of the narrative, give an unusual charm to its pages-a charm so much

the greater because we are dealing with the romance of reality, and not with the unreality

of romance. The vaunting words of these songs have oftentimes quite an Ossianic touch

about them. "No terrifier of dragons," sings the scald, " guardians of the hoarded treasure,

""

66

saw ever together more numerous hosts." " The stainer of the sea-fowl's beak

"resolved to scour the main.” "A glare of light blazed from the powerful, far-famed

monarch, while the sea-borne wooden coursers of Gestils broke to the roaring waves,"

and so on. When we come to the local materials of our subject, I shall have occasion to

Connection of refer to some of these details, for the narrative of the expedition is very closely connected

the expedition

with Kintyre. at many points with the peninsula of Kintyre. Meanwhile we must run on to the end of

What befell,

the armada.

the story. How Hacon touched at the Orkneys ; how he went on to Lewis, and thence

to Skye, the Sound of Mull, Kerrera, and Gigha ; how, after a halt at Gigha, the fleet

passed round the Mull of Kintyre ; how it entered the Clyde, and took up a position at

the Cumbraes ; what other voyages it made from there ; how the two kings sent envoys

to hold a convention, and see if any understanding could be come to, and how the nego-

tiations totally failed ; how the winter crept in upon the Norwegians, and a great storm

with hailstones and rain overtook them, and dashed ten of their ships to pieces ; how

some of the ships ran aground near Largs, on the Ayrshire coast, the result of which was

an indecisive battle fought over them on the seashore ; how King Hacon then weighed

anchor, and returned homewards ; how they had to land him at the Orkneys sick unto

death ; and how, at Kirkwall, on the Saturday after the festival of S. Lucia the Virgin,

Death ofKing at the hour of midnight, “ Almighty God called King Hacon out of this mortal life. ” ¹

All this the saga tells us ; and the picturesque story is closed with an account of the

solemn obsequies performed over the royal corpse by the Norsemen ; how they sorrowed

over their beloved king, and buried him in S. Magnus's Church, and watched over his grave

all winter till the next Ash Wednesday, when the body was exhumed and put on board that

Hacon.

6

1 Almattugr Gud Hakon Konong af pessa heims lifi ."-Hacon's Expedition (Johnstone), p. 133 .
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A.D. 1263.

great ship which he had built for his own use ; how they set sail for Bergen, and were met

there bythe new King Magnus, two queens, and a multitude of courtiers and citizens ; and His burial,

how the remains of King Hacon the Aged were reburied in the choir of Christ Church

(or the Holy Trinity) ¹ amid great sorrowing of the people, as sung Sturla the scald :-

Three nights did the brave warriors, the flower of chivalry, continue at Bergen

" ere they entombed their wise and glorious prince. The breakers of tempered metals

stood crowding around the grave of the ruler of the nation, while in their swimming

eyes appeared no look of joy."

((

Perth between

Hebrides

land.

The immediate result of Hacon's expedition was a great concession to the King of

Scotland. In December 1265 died Magnus, son of Olaf, the reigning sovereign of Man,

and this event presented a good opportunity for settling the long-pending dispute between

the two nations. " On the Friday next after the feast of the apostles Peter and Paul," as Convention of

the scribe minutely informs us, " a formal composition and final agreement was drawn up the Scottish
and Norwe

" at Perth between the ' most serene ' sovereigns Alexander III . of Scotland and Magnus .D. 1266.

" IV. of Norway, for the satisfaction of all contentions, complaints, losses, injuries, &c. ,

" connected with Man and the Sudorey Isles."2 Henceforth Norway relinquished all Man and the

rights and claims to sovereignty over Man and the Scottish islands, with the exception ceded to Scot-

of the Orkneys or Nordreys, in consideration of which Alexander agreed to pay to the

Norwegian King sundry sums in merks from year to year, according to the most minutely

detailed stipulations . Thus passed over to Scotland a vast insular territory which it was

most important for her to acquire, and with it, what might well have been spared, the

sovereignty of the Isle of Man, which had maintained its own little reigning dynasty

intact for two centuries. Over this same island of Man much contention was afterwards

waged, as might have been expected from its geographical position, with so many different

nationalities surrounding it on all sides. The kings of England had already put in a

claim to homage and feudal superiority over the Manx princes (some of whom had

received English protection), and never altogether relinquished their iron grasp over the

island. During the Scottish struggle for independence, it became a sort of no man's

land, till the imperious Edward took it in hand, and very soon made himself its master.

After being made over to Balliol, as part and parcel of the Scottish dominions, all of

which he consented to hold from Edward under conditions of vassalage, the island passed

to the family of Montacute, and ultimately to the Stanleys, who until quite modern times

retained the sovereign rights of its ancient kings. Its bishops, curiously enough, retain to

this day the title of their original jurisdiction over the Western Isles, in the name of

Sodor and Man attached to their diocese.

I now return to the lords of Kintyre. One of the stipulations of the Scoto-Nor-

wegian treaty was, that on the transference of the Isles to Scotland, any subject of

Norway was to be free to choose whether he would leave the Isles or remain a Scottish

1 The Norse version says, " Herra Jesu Christi ;" the Chronicle of Man has " Sepultusque est in ecclesia

"sanctæ Trinitatis apud Bergam."

2 This document is given in full by Torfæus. It is headed " Transactio de Regno Manniæ et Insularum,

&c. ," and begins with the customary invocation : " In nomine Patris et Filii et Spiritus Sancti. Amen."
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subject. The Sumarlidians appear to have all thrown in their lot from this time with the

King of Scotland. Ewin Macdugal was replaced in his lands of Lorn , Alexander

doubtless arguing that he who had been so constant to another, might be counted upon

under the changed circumstances to be faithful to his new master. The Ruari branch of

Sumarlid's house, which had also been staunch to King Hacon, were taken back into the

King of Scotland's favour, and, though Bute was irretrievably gone from them under the

pressure of his domestic policy, Alexander settled them elsewhere in those Northern

Isles, which, it will be remembered, remained to the King of Man after his treaty with

Sumarlid in 1156. The representative of the family of Isla and Kintyre at this time was

Angus, the first of the Macdonalds properly so-called, who, as we have seen, was pursued

and hunted out of Isla by Alexander before Hacon's expedition came off ; and he also

was allowed to take the oaths, and resume possession of his estates under his new sov-

ereign. Thus we find in 1284 three great chiefs, all of whom held extensive possessions

and M'Ruari, in the Isles, as well as on the mainland, sitting in that Scottish Parliament by which the

crown was settled on the Maid of Norway.¹ Their names were Alexander (de Ergadia)

of Lorn, son of Ewin, Angus, son of Donald, and Allan, son of Ruari.2 If, then, the

reader has followed the sketch I have endeavoured to bring before him to this point, he

will see exactly how matters stood. All these three might claim in a certain restricted

sense the title which in many of the early accounts they have actually received—namely,

Lord or King of the Isles. But no one of them was really in the position which,

through a combination of circumstances, fell to a later descendant of Sumarlid and to his

successors—the position of paramount superior or viceroy over the whole of the Western

Islands, to which the later "lords of the Isles" attained.

Macdugal,

MacDonald,

three great

chiefs, A.D.

1284.

Myrgad and

Angus (Mor)

MacDonald.

" 3

Besides Angus, there is mentioned in the Norse account of Hacon's visit to Scotland

one Myrgad as also settled in Kintyre. He, equally with Angus, had to appear before

Hacon while the Norse armada lay at anchor on the west coast of Kintyre, but I have

not found any allusion to him elsewhere. This Angus, who is the Angus Mor Mac-

donald of the seannachies, died, according to the Macdonald MS. , in the year 1300. The

same account describes him as having been " a little black man, of a very amiable and

" cheerful disposition , and more witty than any could take him to be by his countenance.'

His blackness was the handle for a characteristic anecdote of an encounter between him

and the Lord of Lorn, who, though of course a distant kinsman, was at this time hostile to

the Macdonalds. " At a time when Macdougall went to Isla, thinking to surprise Angus,

" Lord of the Isles , he sent a spy before him to know where Angus then was. There

" was a countryman ploughing near the harbour, and the Lord of the Isles walked for

" his recreation after the plough. The spy knew him immediately. They asked him'

(the spy) " whither he was going, and whence he came. He answered he was lately of

Macdougall's followers, but that he was now seeking another master.

""

1 History of Highlands and Isles.-Gregory, p. 23.

""

Macdonald

2 Both Angus and Allan, as well as Ewin, figure in the Hacon Saga, the last named under the title of King John.

3 Elsewhere the writer confuses Angus Mor with his son, but here he is evidently alluding to the father.—

See Skene's note to the MS. in Coll. de Reb. Alb. , p. 325.
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" desired him to ask his master when he would see him, if the little black horse would

" overtake the great red horse, for himself was black and Macdougall red-haired. Mac-

""

dougall being informed of this by the spy, left the country that same night.” ¹

Macdonald,

and Kintyre,

Next after Angus Mor, the clan Donald is represented by his son Angus Oig (or Angus Oig

the younger), whose mother seems to have been a daughter of Sir Colin Campbell of Lord of Isla

Lochow. This second Angus bore a conspicuous part in assisting and sheltering Bruce &c.

during the latter's adverse fortunes. The Macdugals, as is well known to readers of

Scottish history, declared for the Comyn and Balliol faction, and showed thenceforth the

most determined hostility to the liberator of his country, the consequence of which was

that King Robert, on the final triumph of his cause, stripped Alaster Ewinson Macdugal

of his estates, and turned them over to the men who had befriended him. Thus Angus

Oig Macdonald came into possession of Mull, Jura, Coll, Tiree, and other lands which

had belonged to the house of Lorn. In reviewing the antiquities of the peninsula of

Kintyre, where Angus appears to have had his home, we shall several times come across

traces of him, as well as of his royal master. Robert the Bruce had the best of reasons for

remembering Kintyre with gratitude, as, but for the friends he there met with, it is more

than doubtful if he would have lived to wear the crown. There was good cause, therefore,

for the liberality with which he added to the already princely heritage of Angus, who, it

seems, had come in before his death for a slice of the Comyn's Lochaber property.
"This

<<

" Thane.

Angus of the Isles," says the family seannachy, " was a personable modest man, affable,

" and not disaffected either to king or State. He created Macguire or Macquarry a

Angus died at Isla, and was interred at Icolumbkill." 3 Before his death

he resigned his lands in Kintyre to King Robert, who, with the long-sighted policy which

characterised him, was anxious not to leave the fate of his western dominions entirely in

the hands of the Sumarlid family. We have already seen that Bute was not restored to

the MacRuaries, but passed over to one nearly connected with the blood royal. Kintyre

was similarly dealt with in the case of Angus, and the vacant property was immediately

bestowed upon Robert, son of Walter the High Stewart of Scotland and the Princess

Marjory Bruce. On the same principle a member of the family of Campbell, which had

"6

1 Macdonald MS.-Trans. Iona Club. 2 Ibid.

3 An interesting account here given by the same seannachy of the ceremony of proclaiming the Lords of

the Isles may be thought worth noting. At this ceremony, we read, "the Bishop of Argyle, the Bishop of

" the Isles, and seven priests, were sometimes present ; but a bishop was always present, with the chieftains of

" all the principal families, and a Ruler of the Isles. There was a square stone 7 or 8 feet long, and the tract

" ofa man's foot cut thereon, upon which he stood, denoting that he should walk in the footsteps and upright-

" ness of his predecessors, and that he was installed by right in his possessions . He was clothed in a white

habit, to show his innocence and integrity of heart, that he would be a light to his people and maintain the

" true religion. The white apparel did afterwards belong to the poet by right. Then he was to receive a white

" rod in his hand, intimating that he had power to rule, not with tyranny and partiality, but with discretion and

" sincerity. Then he received his forefather's sword, or some other sword, signifying that his duty was to

protect and defend them from the incursions of their enemies in peace or war, as the obligations and customs

" ofhis predecessors were. The ceremony being over, mass was said after the blessing ofthe bishop and seven

priests, the people pouring their prayer for the success and prosperity of their new created lord. When

"they were dismissed, the Lord of the Isles feasted them for a week thereafter, gave liberally to the monks,

" poets, bards, and musicians."-Macdonald MS.: Trans. Iona Club .

""

((

4 Gregory, Highlands and Isles.

E
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A Campbell

made Con-

stable of Tar-
bert Castle in

Kintyre by

Robert Bruce.

A.D. 1341.

A.D. 1344.

been among Bruce's strongest supporters, became Constable of Tarbert Castle at the north

end of Kintyre. But though the Macdonalds were thus temporarily displaced from the

peninsula, it was to be but for a very short time. Angus Oig's son, John (or Ewan) of

the Isles, who sided with Edward Balliol in the renewed competition for the throne of Scot-

land which followed the death of Robert I., was at first deprived of all his possessions,

but David II. on his final accession reversed the forfeiture, probably from political

necessity, and Kintyre came back with an enormous extent of territory to the family

which had formerly possessed it. The recovered estates of which John was now the

owner were, in addition to Kintyre, the Isles of Isla, Gigha, Jura, Scarba, Colonsay, Mull,

Coll, Tiree, and Lewis, with the mainland districts of Morvern, Lochaber, Duror, and

Glencoe ; while to Reginald MacRuari were restored the wild mountain regions of

Moidart, Knoydart, Arisaig, and Morar, besides the Isles of Uist, Barra, Rum, and Eig.¹

John of Isla was married to Amie, sister to this Reginald, and thus upon the death of the

" Lord ofthe latter, as he left no heirs, these two magnificent heritages were united, and Ewan

Macdonald henceforth assumed the title and dignity of Dominus Insularum, or Lord of

the Isles in its modern signification. Thus in the fifth generation after Sumarlid, the

fortunes of his house had probably reached a pinnacle of eminence higher than they had

ever known before. ' John, Lord of the Isles, died at his castle of Ardtornish in Mor-

John Mac-

donald, first

Isles"" proper.

A.D. 1380.

66

"

vern, and was buried in Iona with great splendour by the ecclesiastics of the Isles,

" whose attachment he had obtained by liberal grants to the Church, and who evinced

" their gratitude by bestowing on him the appellation which tradition has handed down to

our days of 'the good John of Isla.'"2

""

We cannot stop, nor is it necessary for us, to go into details respecting the succeeding

Lords of the Isles. At the period we have now reached, their history as great State

personages widens out far beyond the locality with which we are concerned in these

pages. Donald Macdonald, the next Lord of the Isles, was the eldest son of a second

marriage contracted by his father under circumstances that in these days would be

deemed anything but creditable to the good name he left behind him.³ Donald married

Donald, second Mary or Margaret Leslie, daughter of the Earl of Ross, who ultimately, through the

Isles, becomes failure of male issue, became Countess of Ross in her own right, and thus a new

dignity was added to the already princely appanages of the chief of the Clan Donald.

But this rich prize was not to be tamely surrendered to the Lord of the Isles by the other

great nobles, whose interest it was that no one of their order should seriously overtop

them in power and influence. So they raked up a rival lady claimant to the title, and

Battle of Har- the battle of Harlaw in the Garioch district of Aberdeenshire was the result. In this

law, A.D.

Lord ofthe

Earl of Ross.

1411.
affair the western clans almost unanimously followed Macdonald's standard. Donald's

claim to the Earldom of Ross in right of his wife prevailed, and he himself and two

succeeding generations of his heirs enjoyed this distinguished title, in addition to that of

1 Gregory, Highlands and Isles.
2
Gregory (who refers to Dean Monro).

3 He got a divorce from the Lady Amie on no sufficient grounds, according to the weighty testimony of

Gregory, in order to marry the Lady Margaret Stewart, daughter of King Robert II.
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Lords of the Isles. But it would seem as if their extraordinary good fortune was

precisely what led to the ruin of the family. English influence was busily at work in the

Isles, rivál interests were set going, and other events concurred to draw the Earls of Ross

into rebellion against the Crown. The consequences are well known. In the Parliament

which sat in May 1493, John, fourth and last Lord of the Isles, ¹ and, till his resignation of Attainder of

the newer title some years before, third Earl of Ross, was attainted and deprived of his

rank and estates, and died a few years
later.

John, last

Isles, A.D.

1493.

Lord of the

clans of " the

It only remains to refer to the branch families of the Isles who remained settled in

Kintyre, and others who on the decline of the Macdonalds pushed into their places. The

Highland clanships represented a system of mutual interdependency between the head of

the clan and the several cadet houses which owed him a certain allegiance. In the case . The branch

of the Lord of the Isles, there was an extension of this principle ; for he had, in addition , Isles " family.

sovereign rights over many great clans, and was empowered to issue charters of vassalage

to those holding lands under him, just as the Crown itself might do. But the same

system manifests itself everywhere throughout the Highlands of the overlord having to

provide “ heirships " for the junior members of his family springing up on all sides of him.

And in this we may see, to a great extent, the causes of the continual feuds which

desolated the Highlands. Space was limited ; the progenitive powers of the sturdy

Celtic chiefs were unbounded ; and so the smallest flaw in a title was minutely scrutinised,

and the decision of a disputed inheritance generally lay with him who could bring forward

the greatest number of kilts and claymores. Donald, the first Earl of Ross, had two

brothers whom he liberally provided for by settling them in portions of his extensive

territories. The younger, Allaster, got Lochaber, and was the immediate ancestor of the

historical Clan Ranald of Lochaber, or the Macdonalds of Keppoch. The elder, John Mor, The Clan

or the Tanister (as he was also named), continued to represent the original proprietary

title and seat of the Macdonald family, and from him descended the Clan Ian Mohr of The Clan Ian

Isla and Kintyre, or South Clandonald. This great branch of the Macdonalds was the tyre and Isla.

predominant one in Kintyre at the end of the fifteenth century, and either through its own

cadets, or the representatives of other branches of the Clandonald who followed its chief;

was in possession of most of the land in the peninsula. Of these latter were the

Clan Allaster, or the MacAlasters of Loup and Tarbert ; the Clan Eachern, or Other Kintyre

Maceacherns of Killellan ; the Mackays of Ugadale ; and the Macneills of Carskey,

Gallochelly, and Tirfergus, cadets of the Clan Neill of Gigha. The former, or direct line

of the Clan Ian Mohr, included the Clanranaldbane, or family of Largie, and the

Macdonalds of Sanda. All of these families we shall make better acquaintance with in

reviewing the localities where they are still, or have at one time been, seated.

2

1 His father, Alexander, second Earl of Ross, died in 1449. On John's succession in this year to his

hereditary dignities, his brother Hugh acquired with other property the barony lands of Sleat and Skye. From

this Hugh sprang the family whose present representative is Lord Macdonald of Sleat, who thus through

Alexander, Lord ofthe Isles, is the direct lineal descendant of Reginald, son of Sumarlid.

2 Now represented through the female line in the person of the proprietor of Ugadale . The family held

their lands direct from King Robert I. , as we shall hereafter see.

Ranald.

Mohr of Kin-

clans.
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Lochow.

A.D. 1294.

I have as yet scarcely been able to say anything respecting the Campbells, a race that

henceforth was to exercise, not only over Kintyre and the West Highlands, but throughout

Scotland generally, an influence probably unparalleled in the history of the country. In

the thirteenth century, the Campbells of Lochow were already in possession of a goodly

heritage along the shores of Loch Awe and the braes of Glenorchy, and Sir Nigel or

Neill Campbell of that house was the companion of Robert Bruce in one of his trips to

Kintyre, and served the king devotedly in his darkest hours of misfortune. In all
In all ages

certain tribes or great families have manifested a tendency to array themselves in

antagonism one against another, which antagonism, as time went on, has been wont

to stiffen into chronic and incurable hostility. Nowhere need we look for more striking

exemplifications of this than in the history of the bloody feuds which from time to time

have distracted all three divisions of the United Kingdom. Nor would it be possible to

select a better illustration of the trite saying " that history repeats itself " than in the

relations of the children of Sumarlid with the powerful family who are first met with as

Its early chief lords of Lochow. Sir Neill's father, Colin or Cailean Mor, from whom it is supposed

the clan derived the well-known patronymic often familiarly applied to its later chiefs

of M'Callum More, met with his death at the hands of the Lorn Macdugalls ; and a

Makamal, who was probably Sir Neill, ¹ has come before us in the Norse account of

Hacon's expedition as having taken part with the Earl of Ross against the Sumarlidians.

And so the feud went on. By his loyalty to Bruce, the knight of Lochawe made a great

stride upwards in material wealth, power, and dignity, receiving the king's sister, the Lady

Margaret Stewart, in marriage.2 From the time of the first Bruce onwards, the fortunes

Sir Duncan of the family still prospered ; and early in the fifteenth century, " Sir Duncan Campbell of

Campbell of

Lochawe.

Lochawe, afterwards first Lord Campbell, was accounted one of the most wealthy

" barons in Scotland. Colin, first Earl of Argyll, Sir Duncan's grandson, acquired by

marriage the extensive lordship of Lorn, and held for a long time the office of

" Chancellor of Scotland.' Thus far the fortunes of the two great rivals had progressed

side by side in the same direction, and from the same original cause, attachment to the

first Bruce. But, as we have seen, the lords of the Isles fell away from their allegiance,

and by a curious coincidence—if not something more than a coincidence-Argyll was the

person chosen to execute a decree of outlawry against John, Earl of Ross and last Lord

of the Isles, for high treason, after the discovery of his complicity with Edward IV. in

a plot to overturn the Scottish throne. The decree was, however, not carried out,

as Ross surrendered, and throwing himself on the mercy of the king, escaped for this

time, and was allowed to retain his property. Ross, apparently broken in spirit,

A.D. 1475.

4

1 Johnstone says the Flatey MS. reads for Makamal, Niachamal. This would point strongly to Sir Neill.

2 The curious old poem of Blind Harry called " The Wallace," in the collection of MSS. published by the

Maitland Club, enters into a minute history of this celebrated knight's adventures when attacked near his home

by an Irish force in the service of Edward I. See also Dr A. Smith's ' Traditions of Glenorchy,' vol. vii. Trans.

Soc. Antiq. Scot. , 1869. 3 Western Highlands and Isles.—Gregory.

* As has been previously stated, he was again attainted in 1493 , when the sentence of forfeiture was fully

carried out.
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Campbells.

visits Kintyre.

Argyll firmly

planted in

voluntarily resigned his earldom, with all the lands, castles, &c. , of Knapdale and Kintyre,

which resignation, as will afterwards transpire, was ultimately to work in well with the

ambitious schemes of the Argyll family. After this time, the policy of the Campbells Policy of the

declared itself in the most unmistakable way. On every possible occasion the house

strengthened itself by intermarriages with the neighbouring clans, and as gaps occurred

in these latter, it was many chances to one if a Campbell was not selected to fill it. No

family ever knew better how to "take in flood " the " tide in the affairs of men ; " and the

conspicuous success which, except in the persons of one or two of its members, has

attended the house of Argyll throughout its career, has passed into a household word.

James IV., it is well known, visited Kintyre in person on more than one occasion to look James IV.

after the Islanders. These visits occurred between the years 1494-1499. In April of the

latter year the king suddenly revoked all the former charters granted to his vassals in the

Isles, and appointed Argyll to act as Royal Commissioner and Lieutenant over the

now vacant lordship or princedom it may be better named-of the Isles. Thus the

Campbells obtained their first, or almost their first, footing in Knapdale and Kintyre ; and

as we shall hereafter find, from charter details and other sources, when going over the

parishes, they gradually made their way southward from the original locale of the family,

and if they did not entirely displace the descendants of Sumarlid, their cadets were

ere long found scattered over the southern parts of Argyleshire in very respectable, not to

say overwhelming, numbers, and a large proportion of the Church patronage, with the The house of

seignorial or overlord rights of the soil, passed into the hands of their chiefs. The

Campbells of Skipness appear to have come into Kintyre about the close of the fifteenth

century, a grant being made shortly afterwards—namely, in 1502—of the Skipness lands,

barony, castle, &c. , to Archibald , Earl of Argyll, and his heirs ; and at the beginning of

the present century, the Duke of Argyll was the largest proprietor in the peninsula.

Knapdale, Isla, Jura, Lorn, and other possessions of the clan Donald, tell the same tale

of changed masters. Sooner or later they fell into the ever-increasing and irresistible tide

of aggression which swept onwards from the headquarters of Mac Cailean Mhor. After

the death of the unfortunate James on the field of Flodden, when all feuds were for the

moment forgotten, the West Highlands naturally shared in an exaggerated degree the

turmoil and confusion which shook the whole kingdom of Scotland. From this period the

history of the south-west clans was, with brief intermission , a succession of internecine

feuds, in which Kintyre was one of the principal battle-fields. In the pictures presented

to us of these scenes of disorder, it is almost invariably the chiefs of the Clan Campbell who

are on the side of the crown, coaxing and threatening and arresting in the king's name his

refractory lieges of the house of Sumarlid, and troubled with no disquieting scruples as to

the propriety of utterly destroying them, root and branch, if they persisted in opposition.

Towards the close of James V.'s reign there was a brief break in the clouds, for the Clan

Ian Mhor and Argyll fell into temporary disgrace. After this, Kintyre was again visited

by royalty for the last time on the occasion of this monarch's expedition to the Isles.

During the years of the Regency, the part taken by the fourth Earl of Argyll (who

Kintyre

A.D. 1502,

and supplant

the Mac-

donalds in
Argyllshire.

Kintyre again

Scottish king.

visited by a
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supported Mary of Guise) and by the other great Scottish nobles is well-known matter of

history. After the Reformation the policy of the Argyll family took a new turn, and

the Reforma hereafter the religious question was not the least of the causes operating to keep open

the breach between the Campbells and the Clan Donald. The final efforts of the

Macdonalds to recover their old lands and status in Isla and Kintyre supply the leading

materials for the subsequent history of these localities. The last great struggle made by

the Clan Donald to shake off the grip of their hereditary enemies was in 1614-15 , when

the celebrated Sir James Macdonald of Isla took so conspicuous a share in the rebellion

which then took place, and encountered the Earl of Argyll, who overran Kintyre with an

armed force. This Earl of Argyll, it may be noted, was the same who the very next

year played an extraordinary and exceptional part in the annals of his family by

renouncing the Protestant religion at the very height of his popularity with the feeble

James, and just after his son James Campbell had been put in possession of the lordship

of Kintyre. Argyll fled to Spain, and, refusing to return after legal summons, was

declared a traitor ; and a temporary lift was thus given to the Macdonalds, for soon after

Argyll reached Spain, the chiefs of Isla and Keppoch, who were then precisely in their

rival's position, returned to Scotland and were restored to their estates—one of the most

curious see-saws in the history of the clans. In the later years of the seventeenth

century, during the wars of Montrose and Dundee, when the normal attitude of the two

great rival clans was resumed, the Macdonalds renewed their endeavours to get their

heads above water, but by this time the game was nearly played out, and their old

supremacy over the Isles a thing of the past. Finally, in the collapse of the risings of

Mar and the Chevalier may be said to have culminated the ill fortune of the posterity

of Sumarlid, and the triumph of the clan which had so long been opposed to them.

The wars of

Montrose and

Dundee.

Last efforts of

the Mac-

donalds.

Bearing of the

foregoing

sketch on the

study ofthe

local anti-

quities of

Kintyre.

With these remarks, I may bring the foregoing sketch to a close, in the hope that the

object I had in view, which was to throw some little light upon the history of Kintyre

during the period preceding the Reformation, may have been accomplished ; for, as has

been already pointed out, without some sort of panoramic view of the principal events

relating to the peoples and families who have occupied any particular locality, we cannot

possibly interpret in their fullest sense the early monuments which are to be found there.

An able writer has well remarked on this very subject : " As the antiquities of Paisley

Abbey ought not to be studied without attention to the history of the Stewart family,

nor the antiquities of Beauly Abbey without attention to that of the Lovat family, so

ought not the ecclesiastical remains of the Western Islands to be investigated without a

careful recurrence to the fortunes first of the Macdonalds and then of the Campbells.” ¹

((

"C

(C

""

1 Mr J. S. Howson (now Dean of Chester), in a paper on the Antiquities of Argyllshire in the Transactions

of the Cambridge Camden Society, 1839-41 .
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CHAPTER III.

In the last chapter I endeavoured to bring before the reader's eye a sketch of the leading

personages and events connected with the secular history of Kintyre. But as the contents

history of

of the present volume are devoted mainly to a notice of the ecclesiastical antiquities of Ecclesiastical

the district, it is needful also to say something as to the position of the Western Church Kintyre.

there. It would be superfluous here to do more than just indicate a subject which has

been learnedly discussed elsewhere-to do more than trace, as best we can, from the

scanty data in our possession, some general outlines of the rise and growth of ecclesiastical

institutions in the peninsula. But if we do less than this, we shall be very likely, in

coming to the names of individuals, church sites, and monuments, to lose much of their

connection with each other. As the Dean of Chester, in the paper before referred to,

remarks, " everything is important which may tend to bring into view the religious state

" of the Highlands in a period the features of which we find it difficult to realise."

duction of

into the pen-

Possiblyto a

small extent

due to S.
Ninian,

With the Scots colonisers of the fifth and sixth centuries, it is most probable that the First intro-

first germs of Christianity found their way into Kintyre. Ireland, as all students of Christianity

ecclesiastical history well know, had their great apostle Patrick, and the Scottish mainland insula.

her Ninian and Palladius, some time before Columba, " of blessed memory," and his twelve

disciples made their appearance in the little island of Hy. It is certainly quite possible,

if not probable, that from the saint of " Candida Casa," who was preaching at the close of

the fourth century to the people of Strathclyde and Galloway, and who had

extended his labours as far as Southern Pictland, some scattered seed of the Gospel may

have been wafted across the Firth, which divided his native province from the dwellers in

Kintyre. In the dedication of one of the old chapels there, we find the name of S.

Ninian, if that be any evidence of this having taken place. But whether or not any

missionary influences came from the east, we may assume they could only have been casual,

and without permanent effect upon the Kintyrians. It is undoubtedly, therefore, to the

Irish Church and her band of emigrating saints, whose operations cluster most thickly but practically

and most successfully about the sixth and seventh centuries, that we must look for the saints.

real beginnings of the Christian religion in Kintyre and the Western Isles. Nor were

their labours confined to these quarters ; for the great wave of Christianising light which

set in with Columba, and caught first Dalriada, pushed onwards irresistibly, carrying him

and his untiring energy to the far recesses of northern and north-eastern Scotland.

Columba, Kiaran, Kenneth, Cormac, Brendan, Coemgen, -names all hereafter to be

to the Irish
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noticed locally in detail ; men dauntless in spirit, unflinching in purpose, invincible under

difficulties ; men with that stuff in them which alone, from the beginning of things until

now, has been able to insure missionary success ; enthusiasts, doubtless, and like beings

possessed, but possessed of angels in place of devils-heeding kings and courtiers little,

and themselves less, these were men who have left an undying stamp upon the religion

of the Gospel throughout the length and breadth of North Britain. And certainly, if we

consider that S. Peter, the head and front of those enshrined in the roll of Latin

canonisations, was a Jew and an Eastern, it is not unreasonable that Scotland, where for

a great part of their lives these missionaries bore the burden and heat of the day, should

claim for them a place in her national kalendars,¹ and not allow Ireland, simply because

they happened to have been born and bred on her soil, to have the entire monopoly of

their fame.

The sons of Erc, Fergus and his brothers, passed over, as we have seen, from

of the Church Ireland to Kintyre somewhere about the last years ofthe fifth century, for in 502 Fergus
in Ireland

in the fifth

and sixth

centuries.

Monasteries

and clerical

degrees.

Kintyre early

in the sixth

century,

appears in possession of a part of Britain " with the Dalriadic nation." At this time we

must remember the Christian Church had developed in Erin into a tolerably formal

establishment, not very different from that of later mediæval times. There were large

monasteries, or training schools for the clerics, beginning to spring up, from which issued

a clergy who went hither and thither on their proselytising errands. Already among these

clergy were the traditional degrees and orders of deacon, presbyter or priest, bishops,

abbots, acolytes, readers, and so forth. The Irish annals supply us with unquestionable

evidence of this state of things, which was doubtless the legitimate sequence of the rules

and ordinances brought over the sea by S. Patrick from the headquarters of the Western

Church. One of the greatest of these monks was S. Kiaran, of Clonmacnois, the

founder of one of these great monastical establishments, and him we find preaching in

S. Kiaran in Kintyre, in the character of a hermit, at the beginning of the sixth century. He died in

548, several years before the appearance of Columba in Scotland ; and to him, therefore,

must be assigned the honour of having preceded the great apostle of Hy in carrying the

news of the Cross to the dwellers in the West Highlands. What we know of him in

connection with Kintyre will be told further on. But unfortunately there is an absence

of details with respect to Kiaran's life and doings in the Scottish locality where he had

his cell. All we seem to be able to gather regarding him from fragmentary and

traditional sources is, that he lived the life of a solitary here for a certain period. Unlike

Columba, he comes into no historical connection with any Scottish Dalriadic prince : he

has left us no picture of an active stirring missionary life, aggressively searching out new

fields in Alban in which to wage the battle of a purer faith with the magi of darkness—to

pit the sublime principles of a new creed against the selfishness and cruelty and corruption

which were the outcome of the old. Prior to Kiaran, we have no record whatever of the

existence of Christianity in the West Highlands ; and we are left to the mere conjecture

1 The want of a modern compilation of Scottish kalendars has long been felt. It is at last supplied by

the Bishop of Brechin's book lately published—a work of eminent scholarship and research.
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I have thrown out, that some echo of the voice of Ninian, or others among the Christian

preachers of the eastern Scottish mainland, or perchance from Ireland, or the land of the

Cymry, may have strayed across the wind-tossed waters which separated Kintyre from the

rest of Britain. After Kiaran came Columba and his band, who, it is quite plain from the Columba fol-

narrative of Adamnan, must have found the natives of the isles still almost entirely in a

state of heathenism. In the course of his ministrations it is probable that Columba more

than once visited Kintyre ; and there he must surely have found some trace of the and visits

presence of his late friend and contemporary.¹ From the death of Columba to the time

of Sumarlid, a period of about five centuries and a half, the history of the Church in

Kintyre may be called an absolute blank. We glean from the Irish annalists a tolerably

regular account of the doings of the community at Iona, as also of ecclesiastical events in

Ireland during the intermediate period which preceded the great Norse irruption ; and for

England, in the precious chronicles of Bede and others, we have materials for filling in a

sketch of the Church's progress there. But in Kintyre not a name, not a monument, not a

line, scarcely a tradition , of a single pastor or monk who did duty there, has come down to

Doubtless the history of the peninsula at this epoch would, could it be unfolded, give

us details of a pastoral and agricultural monastic life very similar to what we learn of

in other localities. There would of course be some attempt at episcopal rule and

supervision ; and the beginnings of that rule and supervision may, from collateral evidence,

pretty safely be referred to the island of Hy. But the history of this episcopate in its What we lose

early days ; the circumstances attending the rise of the parochial system, which by the

thirteenth century had assumed form and tangibility ; how it worked ; the number and

position of the church fabrics , for church fabrics they had of some kind or another prior to

the appearance of the later stone buildings ; the extent to which the Kintyre churchmen

suffered at the hands of the Danish invaders who inflicted such ruin in quarters hard by;

how the rule of these conquering ravagers, and the admixture of their traditions and

pagan usages, affected the existing ecclesiastical discipline and ministrations of the

Christians ; how they bore upon Christian art and architecture ; what modifications ensued

when the pagan vikings were superseded by a Norwegian régime professing Christianity ;

in what manner the Church's proprietary rights first adjusted themselves with those of the

local chieftains , and so on,-these, unfortunately, are questions we are unable to solve,

during the whole of this long period, for want of written records bearing upon them. In

the twelfth century light by degrees breaks in upon this dreary waste of darkness, and the

monastic chartularies-those official registers of the proceedings of the monastery, The monastic

law-titles, &c. , which the usage of all religious houses required to be regularly kept by the

brethren now begin to put out a beacon here and there to guide us into the track. But Absence of

here again we are doomed to disappointment ; for the so-called MS. records of

from which Boece was supposed to have drawn for much that we are now assured could

have been nothing but historical romancing, are not more dead to us than are the original

Iona,

1 S. Kiaran was only six years older than Columba, though the former died in 548, and the latter in 596.

They had been friends and school companions in Ireland .
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documents, registers, inventories, or what not, which doubtless had existence both for the

diocese of Argyll and the Cisterican Abbey of Saddell, and which, had they been

preserved to us, would have elucidated at all events the local history of Kintyre during

the 13th- 16th centuries.¹ Of the line three centuries long of mitred abbots whose

bones are mouldering beneath the ruins at Saddell, one solitary name is all that has

descended to us. An epitome only it might have been, but a biographic record of

some sort we should unquestionably have had in the chartulary of Saddell for all the

superiors and more eminent inmates of this venerable West Highland monastery ;

and this record, it must be admitted, would have been sure to throw valuable light over

the social and domestic life of the district, the relation of the Abbey to the lords of

the Isles, and especially to the Clan Ian Mohr,—the expedition of Hacon, with which, as

we shall ultimately see, the brethren were actually brought into contact,—the visits of

Bruce to Angus Oig Macdonald, and so on. As it is, all that stands for this has had to

be picked out bit by bit from the records of a distant monastery possessing only a

collateral interest and connection with Kintyre, and unlikely to give more than such

details as concerned grants and transfers of land, bequests, &c. , within that connection.

Thus it happens that shreds of information from this source, and driblets of a similar kind

extracted from charter documents in the Edinburgh Register House and elsewhere, are

about all we have ; and such details, with their legal prolixity, and often wearisome

enumeration, cannot be said to constitute a very full historical repast. Yet, as far as they

go, they are invaluable material ; and we must consider ourselves greatly indebted to the

Maitland, Bannatyne, and other literary clubs,2 for what they have supplied us with in

this direction.

It only remains to say a few words respecting the rise of the episcopate under which,

Argyllshire. by the thirteenth century, we find Kintyre placed. With the Irish ecclesiastical system

there came over to Scotland a practice of having clerics who had been consecrated

bishops distributed in considerable numbers through the religious communities. These

bishops were superior even to abbots in respect of their ordination and ability to conse-

crate and administer the elements at the mass, while at the same time they might be

occupying a comparatively subordinate position in the monastery.³ The nearest

equivalent to their status that occurs to me is brevet-rank in our modern military

service. The brevet-major, for example, in his own regiment may retain his subor-

dinate place under a senior captain, but directly the function of command steps beyond

the regiment, the superior rank asserts itself. These bishops, moreover, with a few

1 It is possible that these and other missing documents of like kind, as Dr Stuart has observed, may be

stowed away and yet turn up in some of the libraries or charter-rooms. The great Continental libraries are likely

places for such treasures ; and the Roman Catholic hierarchy have, I believe, some inestimably rich collections

of MSS. in their colleges and elsewhere.

2 The Cartulary or Register of the Monastery of Passelet (Paisley), published in the Latin text by the

Maitland Club ; ' Origines Parochiales ' by the Bannatyne Club, and edited (vol. ii. ) by Professor Cosmo Innes ;

Transactions of the Iona Club, &c. &c. These I have necessarily drawn considerably upon for early information.

3 Skene, Reeves, Burton, and others have ably discussed this point, which is beyond dispute. See also

' Iona,' by the Duke of Argyll.
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missionary

exceptions, were not diocesans ; they were unattached, but always available for episcopal

functions when required. In the early Columban Church, as Mr Skene has pointed out, Titular and

the monastic system reigned supreme ; and consequently, for all but certain specially bishops.

defined objects, the abbots or heads of the corporation were at first the only practical

rulers of the Church. And upon this system, we can easily see what large missionary

resources the abbots of Iona would possess, and what ready means would be at their

disposal for supplying the neighbouring isles and mainland districts with a missionary

clergy entitled to act as diocesans, or sub-diocesans if necessary.
In all probability,

pastorate.

therefore, Kintyre would enjoy the benefits of a pastorate specially provided, until

the areas of the later sees began by-and-by to assume something like defined limits.

Whether Kintyre originally fell within the diocese of the Isles, or was included in the The Kintyre

enormous extent of country presided over by the bishops of Dunkeld, is a point

I have been unable to clear up, but the former seems the most probable. Keith¹ gives

a list of mythic names of bishops of the Isles, beginning with an Amphibalus about

the year 360, and continuing till we arrive at one Roolwer ; and as this Roolwer is

mentioned in the Chronicle of Man as the first bishop of Man and the Isles, we may

perhaps fairly start from him as a substantial character.

<<

wer ofthe

bishops of that

Roolwer, I infer from the wording of the chronicle, lived some time before (aliquanto Bishop Rool-

tempore ante) the reign of Godred Crovan (the White-handed), who conquered Man and Isles.

became its sovereign in 1076-77.2 To him succeeded a Bishop William, and after him Succeeding

one Wymund or Hamond, son of Jole, who about the year 1151 , " on account of his see,

importunity," writes Matthew Paris, " was deprived of his eyes and expelled. ” ³

Wymund's successor was Gamaliel, an Englishman, who was probably in the episco-

pate of the Sudoreys during the time of Sumarlid. Next we have Reginald, a Norwegian,

to whom " was first given a third of the churches, that in future times they might be

" free from all episcopal exactions. ' After him, as if to show the connection kept

up between the Western Scottish Highlands and the Isle of Man, comes Cristin, an

Argyllshire man (Archadiensis genere) , and following him Michael, a Manx man, who, some of whom

we are told, “ was a person of irreproachable life, and being a monk, he was, for gentle- of Argyllshire.

((

""

ness, gravity, and eminent qualities, raised to the bishopric." Pity the Church ever

allowed its overseers to be elected for the charge of souls upon any other than these

excellent principles ! Another native of Argyllshire, Nicholas, followed ; and a second,

¹ Catalogue of Scot. Bishops by Bishop Keith, who wrote early in the last century.

2 "Many bishops," says the chronicle, " have existed since the time of the blessed S. Patrick, who first

"brought and preached the Catholic faith to the Manx in Mann, but the memory of these bishops has

perished. Suffice it to say, that whatever bishops existed before, we know not, because they have not been

" transmitted to us in writing, nor by the traditions of our fathers."-Chron. of Man : Oliver, vol . i. p. 198 .

66

³ Keith, Catal. Scot. Episc. Paris calls him "primus episcopus," which Keith thinks may have been

either because he was the first bishop consecrated from the archiepiscopal see of York, or the first appointed

to the Isles by the Norwegians. Roger of Wendover follows Paris : " Primus autem ibi fuerat episcopus

" Wimundus, monachus, Saviniensis, sed propter ejus importunitatem privatus fuit oculis et expulsus.”

4 According to the Manx Chronicle. Roger of Wendover names him John " monachus Sagiensis."—

Mon. de Ins. Mann.

were natives
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Reginald, a noble of the royal race, succeeded him in the bishopric. This Reginald,

the monkish chronicler tells us, " ruled the Church with strictness ; and though of a

""

weakly constitution, and infirm, continued to perform his duties until, by the grace

" of a merciful God, confessing his sins, he resigned his spirit. " John, the son of

Hefar, who, "through a melancholy accident arising out of the carelessness of his

servants, was burnt to death," and after him another native of Argyllshire, Symon,

a man of great prudence, and learned in the Holy Scriptures, are the next bishops

met with. The last-mentioned, according to Keith, held a synod in 1239, wherein he

made thirteen canons. He died, Torfæus tells us, in 1249. One Lawrence, archdeacon

of Man, was chosen to be Symon's successor ; and being in Norway at the time of

his election attending on Harold, King of Man, he was consecrated by the Archbishop

of Drontheim, but was unfortunately drowned on his way home, and so never came

to the dignity.¹ The next after Lawrence, and the last we need trouble ourselves with,

was Richard, an Englishman, who, according to Torfæus, was consecrated at Rome

(in curia Roma) in 1252, and presided over the see till his death in 1274, some years,

as we know, after the conclusion of the Scoto-Norwegian treaty which severed Kintyre

and the Scottish Sudoreys from Norway, and therefore from all further connection with

Prior to 1266 the Isle of Man. Prior to 1266 we know that Kintyre remained in the classification of

shire by itself, the Sudor isles, and till a comparatively modern period it was looked upon as a separate

Hence it seems unlikely that the district was ever within the episcopate of

Kintyre a

and included

with the Sudor

isles.

founded circa

1200.

shire mainland

cluded in the

diocese of

Dunkeld.

shire.

Dunkeld.

""

Up to the time we have reached- namely, the thirteenth century-the see of the

Isles appears to have been undivided ; that is to say, its bishops were variously

designated “ of Man and the Isles," " of the Hebrides " (Æbudarum) , and " of the

Sodors," which last title, as is well known, is retained to this day by the bishops of

See of Argyll the diocese of Man.2 But about the beginning of the thirteenth century the see of

Argyll appears to have come into existence. Prior to its erection into an independent

The Argyll- bishopric, the mainland of Argyll had formed part of the see of Dunkeld, an extent

of territory which, even in those times of plurality of benefices, came to be recognised

as too much for one man to preside over. Dunkeld arose as an episcopal seat, about

1127, out of the ruins of what had previously been an establishment of that perplexing

community known as Culdees, about whom and their usages there has been so much

polemical discussion. In 1200, John Scotus was Bishop of Dunkeld ; and it is recorded

of him that he voluntarily applied to the Pope for the subdivision of his see into two,

stating that he himself was unable to speak Gaelic (the Irish tongue), and that the

revenues of the see were ample for the maintenance of two bishops. The bearer of

this message was his chaplain Harald, or Ewald, whom he recommended to his

Holiness as an excellent Gaelic as well as English scholar, and otherwise well fitted
:

1 Keith's Catal. of Bishops, p. 299.

2 Keith thinks there were three seats of the bishopric—in Man, Iona, and Bute. It is more than probable

that Iona would be an episcopal seat, and that Kintyre would look there for ecclesiastical supervision.
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for the episcopal office. The Pope accordingly consecrated Harald bishop of the new Harald, first

Bishop of

see of Argyll, and signified his approbation of what, we may presume, would in Argyll.

these days be considered unusual magnanimity on the part of a prelate in the position

of John of Dunkeld.¹

The extent of the new diocesan charge was of itself considerable. It appears

to have consisted not only of the mainland districts of modern Argyllshire, but also of

Lochaber in Inverness-shire, and some of the smaller islands contiguous to the mainland.

Among these latter was Lismore,2 where the episcopal headquarters were fixed, with a

cathedral church. Harald, soon after his installation, was presented with some land by

Alexander II . , as an endowment for the purposes of a pure and perpetual almsgiving.

The charter conveying the gift begins with the usual quaint greeting : " Alexander, by the

grace of God, King ofthe Scots, to all just men of his whole realm, clerics and laymen, A.D. 1228.

" health !"—and then proceeds to enumerate the details of the gift. The date of Harald's

<<

Royal charter

to Harald,

death is uncertain ; but in 1240 another bishop is noted in the see, by name William, who,

according to Fordun and the Melrose Chronicle, was drowned in the following year. It

may have been remarked by the reader that death by drowning was pretty frequent in

these western parts during early medieval times—a fact which, considering the extent of

seaboard and island which had to be visited, and the fragile boats they would very likely

use, need cause us no surprise. The next two names in the episcopate, Alan and Laurence Succeeding

prelates.

(1250-1304) , we shall meet with further on in local connection with one or other of the

parishes of Kintyre. Three bishops follow between 1304-62, named Andrew, David, and

Martin, the last of whom was suspended from his office under circumstances to be here-

after detailed.5 " Martin de Ergail" was recommended to the Papal Court as bishop-elect

by Edward of England in the year 1342, as being of the ancient house of the lords of

Lorn (the Macdugals), who were all in the English interest. A blank ofabout sixty years

now occurs in the record of prelates who filled the see of Argyll, and the next name we

note is that of Finlay, a Dominican friar, and chaplain to Murdoch, Duke of Albany, in

the year 1425.7 The house of Albany was at this time mortally affronted with King

James I. for his policy in favour of the lords of the Isles ; and in the very year of Finlay's

nomination to the diocese, Duke Murdoch, his sons, and the Earl of Lennox , were tried

by a jury of their peers, and condemned to death, Alexander Macdonald " de insulis,"

second Earl of Ross, being one of the jury. After the Duke's fall, Bishop Finlay went

over to Ireland, and there died. George Lauder, his successor, appears to have been the Circa A.D.

first noted in the chartularies as "episcopus Lismorensis.”8 A Robert Colquhoun, and

a bishop noted as John of Lismore, succeed Lauder ; and the names of three more,—David 1473-99.

Hamilton, brother to James, Earl of Arran ; William Cunningham, the Earl of Glencairn's

brother ; and Robert Montgomery, son of the first Earl of Eglinton,-bring us down to the

1 See Orig. Paroch. , vol. ii.-Local tradition communicated by Rev. D. Macnab. Also Keith's Scot.

Episc.

2 The long low island opposite Oban.

4 Keith.

3

5 Cart. of Passelet. 6 Keith.

Evidently the same with Evald, or Erald.

7 Ibid. 8 Ibid.

1437.
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The Reforma- year 1558, the eve of the Reformation. James Hamilton, Chatelherault's natural brother,

was now presented to the see, and he conformed to the doctrines of the Protestant Con-

vention which sat two years later. Later on, we find him with his relations signing a bond

for the release of Queen Mary from the rough custody of the confederate lords. I must

not omit mention of John Carswell, made bishop or superintendent of Argyll and the Isles

in 1566, under the Reformed régime, as he was eminently a representative of the transition

at this time. The Queen of Scots presents him the same year with a bishopric and abbacy,

the presentation being thus worded : " By these presents, we make, constitute, and create

" the said Master John, Bishop of the said episcopate of the Isles, and abbot of the said

abbacy of Ycolmkill in like manner, and as freely in all respects, causes, and conditions,

" as if the said Master John had been inducted (foreseen) into the said episcopate and

abbacy in the Roman curia." In the General Assembly, on 5th July 1569, Carswell

was censured for accepting the bishopric " without making the Assembly foreseen, and for

riding at, and assisting at the Parliament holden by the Queen, after the murther of the

king (Darnley)." He was rector of Kilmartin (where the ruins of the castle he built him-

self are still standing) , minister of the new Reformation, and chaplain to the Earl of Argyll.

He died before the end of the year 1572.2 Episcopacy, as we know, was for some time

after allowed to linger on, and bishops were still appointed in Argyll, continuously from

the date of the Reformation till the outbreak against Laud in 1637. Neil Campbell, who

followed Hamilton, was parson of Kilmartin, and bishop during 1580-82. When all his

brother prelates, says Keith, were lampooned in a satirical poem, and taxed with immor-

alities (though falsely) , yet such was the universal good character this bishop had obtained,

even among those who hated the order, that he alone is excepted . On the contrary, the

author of that angry and insolent satire says of him, " Solus in Ergadiis præsul meritissi-

mus oris." He resigned the episcopate in 1608. To this bishop succeeded John

James Fairly Campbell and Andrew Boyd, and these were followed by James Fairly, a minister in

Edinburgh, who was consecrated Bishop of Argyll only two days before the now historic

scene took place, where Jenny Geddes launched her cuckie-stool at the head of the

but deprived unfortunate curate in St Giles's Church. Bishop Fairly was deprived by the Presbyterian

Assembly the following year, but was not above consenting to exchange his mitre for the

black Genevan gown in the parish of Leswood in Mid-Lothian. After the Restoration,

there was a return of episcopacy to the Churches of the State in Scotland ; and the surplice

was again seen in the parochial pulpit. The series of events which led to the downfall

of the Stuarts ; the putting forth of the League and Covenant ; the invidious duties

executed by the much-maligned Dundee ; the persevering folly of Charles ; and the

hopeless obstinacy of James,—are matters known to every reader of history and need

not be added here.

consecrated

Bishop of

Argyll, 15th

July 1637,

the next year.

1 Privy Seal, apud Keith.
2 Keith.

3 The names of the subsequent bishops, 1661-88, are of no interest. Several of the clergy are entered in the

records of the Presbytery of Kinloch (Campbelton) about this time as " indulged."
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the see of

The diocese of Argyll appears to have consisted of four rural deaneries, of which Deaneries of

Kintyre was one, and this division was probably effected soon after the creation of the Argyll .

see, as record of the Kintyre deanery occurs as early as the middle of the thirteenth

century. At the Reformation the limits of the see included all the mainland of Argyll-

shire, except Muckairn ; ¹ so that since its first coming into existence there had been a

curtailment of its area to the extent of two large districts. Kintyre, besides being a

separate deanery, appears, as I have noted, anciently to have been a shire by itself.2

1 "Fasti Ecclesiæ Scoticanæ." 2 Keith's Bishops.
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CHAPTER IV.

Parish of

Southend

I Now proceed to notice in detail the ecclesiastical sites of the peninsula of Kintyre. As

regards the geography of the district, I must refer the reader to the map which accom-

panies these pages, only remarking that Kintyre is a promontory some fifty miles long,

with an average width from sea to sea of not more than eight to nine miles. Near its

southern extremity, the hills which extend continuously to this point from Tarbert fall

away into a " laggan," or flattish hollow, and here the land narrows considerably. It then

bulges out again, forming a sort of knob to the peninsula, and in this knob is situated the

aptly-named parish of Southend, which I take first on our list.

The modern parish of Southend comprises the two ancient parishes of Kil-colmkill

(anciently Kil- and Kil-Blane, which were united in 1617 by a commission of Parliament. Mr Innes

colmkill and

Kil-Blane

parishes). informs us that in 1621 another commission was empowered to erect a new church for the

united parish, to which, he says, the adjoining parish of Kil-kivan, ¹ now absorbed in the

modern Campbelton, appears by local tradition to have been subsequently annexed. It

may perhaps, however, have been another church of Kil-kivan, or St Coivin's, within

Southend, which is thus indicated, and of which more presently. Besides the ruins of one

ofthe two parochial churches, Southend contains the actual remains of six other chapels or

dependent oratories, while in its topographical nomenclature, and from traditional sources,

traces of two or three more are to be found.

Parochial,

The Category Comprises :—

Kil-colmkill (S. Columba's).

Kil-blane (no remains left).

Kil-chattan.

S. Ninian's.

S. Coivin's.

Existing remains of sub-chapels,

Other ecclesiastical sites indicated

by local names,

S. Catherine's.

One nameless.

Katti-kil.

Kil-bride.

Kil-mashanachan.

Kil-irvan.

Kil-calmanell.

Kil-davie.

1 Orig. Paroch.-Local tradition communicated by Rev. D. Macnab.
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As in the majority of cases throughout Ireland and Western Scotland, the prefix

Kil" (or cell) is for the most part found attached to all traceable religious sites in

Kintyre, and, I may add, the West of Scotland generally.

church, or
The church of Kilcolmkill, ¹ dedicated to the memory of that most renowned of early S. Columba's

Scottish saints, the " father of monasteries," as Adamnan calls him, is situated in a lovely Kil-colmkill.

retired spot on the southern shore of the parish, with a romantic sea-view (Pl. I. , 1 ) ;

embracing Ireland, the islands of Sanda and Ailsa, and the Ayrshire coast on one side ; the

bluff rock where stood the castle of Dunaverty, and a wall of precipitous crags rounding

away to the Mull of Kintyre, on the other. It lies close down upon the shore at a

sudden turn of the road, which here winds round a cave-hollowed cliff into the beautiful

bay of Carskey-this cliff and the neighbouring country house indicating in their respective

names (Keil Point and Keils) their proximity to the chapel of the saint. Traditionary

associations almost, if not quite, as strong as those which cluster round the lonely cave-cell

not many miles distant of S. Columba's intimate friend and contemporary Kiaran, still

cling to the spot, though the existing building, with its enclosed burial-ground full of

mouldering tombs, can hardly be of much earlier date than the thirteenth century. Caves

in the face of the precipice overhanging the cemetery are pointed out as having sheltered

the apostle of Hy-colmkill during a sojourn here in the course of his numerous and

often protracted missionary wanderings ; and abutting on the western wall of the burial-

ground stands a green rocky knoll, with the track of a small building and the pedestal of

an ancient cross still visible on its flat summit, the name of the knoll in the expressive Gaelic

being " Guala na pobuill "—literally, the shoulder of the congregation-whence, tradition

says, the voice of the sea-faring apostle went forth to the assembled multitude. A sacred The Priest's

spring of pure ice-cold water bubbling out of the rock is named the Priest's or HolyWell,

and has doubtless played its part in generations gone by as one of those miraculous

fountains spread over the length and breadth of our land (Pl. I. , 3 ) . On the face of the

rock below which the basin of the well is scooped out, is rudely carved a small incised

cross, about eight inches long,—of what antiquity there appear to be no data for

determining. That S. Columba did veritably land at some point in the immediate

neighbourhood would seem, from these local and other circumstances, by no means

improbable ; and I can imagine no likelier spot for his coming ashore than the adjacent

3

¹ Kil-Colomb-cille-" the cell of Columba of the Cell," literally interpreted. Columb-kil was an alternative

name for this far-famed saint.

2 This site of historical memory will be described with other similar objects hereafter.

3 The track of the building measures about 20 by 9 feet inside. On an exposed slab of rock inside, close to

the cross pedestal, are two curious and puzzling objects. These are a pair of human shod footprints, chiselled

from 34 to 1½ inches deep in the rock. Suspicion is thrown on the antiquity of the footmarks by there being

beside them, in comparatively modern characters, what read like the figures 56, and letter L superadded. Yet

tradition, that mine of mingled truth and rubbish, has tacked to them a story of a giant who, striding across from

the opposite Irish shore, planted his feet here ; and it avers that their counterparts are to be seen on the other

side. The footprints are somewhat under a full-grown man's size, being 10 and 11 inches in length. One of

the caves, with a small arched entrance, penetrates a long way inland, forming a strange, darksome alley, whose

recesses have not, I believe, yet been properly explored. Legend, busy again, tells of a piper who was seen to

enterthe weird place playing an old pibroch (" Macrimmon's Lament," I think it was), and who never came our

again.

Well.

G
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Legend of S.

Columba off

the Mull of

Kintyre.

bay of Carskey, at the mouth of the Breackerie Water. Constant trips in search of new

fields for proselytising enterprise, or temporary seclusion for
purposes of prayer and

sterner austeriti
es

, were undertak
en

, we know, by that coterie of devoted missiona
ries

already alluded to who have made themselv
es

so illustriou
s
in the annals of the Western

Church. Moreove
r

, from the very position of the peninsul
a
of Kintyre, protrudi

ng
from

the mainlan
d

of Argyll till it almost touched his beloved land of Erin,¹ we are certain

that Columba, in his frequent cruises between Scotland and the eastern side of

Ireland, must often have passed within sight of this very shore, where his memory is still

perpetua
ted

. And when we consider the intimate relations which had subsiste
d

in their

earlier days between Columba and Kiaran, or again the intimacy of Columba with Aidan

the Dalriadi
c

king, the proximit
y

of the three localitie
s

with which these historic

personag
es

are most immediat
ely

associat
ed

in Kintyre becomes somethi
ng

more than a

mere coincide
nce

. At all events, this spot, sacred to the memory of the chief of Scottish

saints, is scarcely seven miles distant from the cave-cell of the apostle of Clon-mac-nois,

which, again, is a bare three-mile walk from Kinloch Kerran, the suppose
d
headquar

ters
of

Aidan. Of one instance when Columba was sailing off the Mull, possibly on a visit to

King Aidan—perhaps on the very occasion of his landing here—we are actually told by

his biograph
er

Adamna
n

. I have translate
d

the legend as it stands, it being of some

interest as the only one, so far as I know, containi
ng

a local name in Kintyre in actual

connecti
on

with the great apostle's travels : " Likewise, on another occasion, Lugbeus of

the race of Mocumi
n

, coming to the saint on a certain day after grain-thrashin
g

, could

" in no wise look upon his countena
nce

, which was suffused with a wondrou
s
blush ; and

fearing exceedin
gly

, he fled away precipita
tely

. Whom, with a little clap of his hands,

" the saint called back to him. On his return, being straight
way

question
ed

by the holy

" man why he had so hastily run away, he (Lugbeus) gave this reply-' I fled because I

" 'was terrified beyond measure.' After a short pause, the faithful servitor makes bold

" to ask the saint, ' Has not a portento
us

vision within this hour been revealed to thee ? '

" To whom came the response, How dire a vengean
ce

is now being consumm
ated

in a

" "remote part of the world !' 'What vengean
ce

, and where ? ' cries the youth. Answers

the saint, ' At this very hour a sulphuro
us

flame is raining down from heaven upon a

city of the Roman State, situated within the confines of Italy, and nearly three

" thousan
d
men, besides women and children, will perish. And before this year is over,

Gallic sailors will be here from the province
s
of Gaul, and shall tell thee of these things. '

Which words, after some months, were proved to have been true.
For this same

Lugbeus, as he was nearing the Land's Head (i.e. , the Mull of Kintyre) in company

" with the saint, addresse
s
the master and crew of an approach

ing
bark, and hears from

" them a narrativ
e
of all things concerni

ng
the city and citizens exactly as foretold by the

" illustrio
us
man."2 It seems, then, not unreason

able
to connect the site of this Kil-colm-

66

""

66 6

""

1 Torr Head, on the Irish coast, is only some twelve miles distant from the Mull of Kintyre ; and from the

neighbouring Mull heights, says an ancient writer, " one may decerne the corne-lands and housis of Ireland."--

Macfarlane, Geogr. Coll.

2 Adamnan, Vit. S. Columb.
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