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Name, Populationin1755. | 1991-3.  Incr. Deer. (Page.
\x. Peebles, - - - - 1698 | 1970 24 | —— b 4
2. Dalkeith, - - - - 3110| 4366 12,6 | —— | 18
3. Pcttmam - - - - 330 356 s | —— | 28"
4. Coldin ham - - - 2313 | 2391 751 — 1| 43
5. Abbay of st. Bathans, - - S0 164 ]l — | or
6. Southdean, - - - - 430 714 234 | ——
Keir, - - - . - 495 520 25| ——
%f Barr, - - - - - 858 750 108 z':
9. Dalry, - - - 1498 | 2030 s02| — | 9o
3o- Ba: ony of Glafgow - - - 3925 | 18,451 | 14546 | —— | 109
11. Caimy, - - - - | =2690| 2600 — 90| 129
12. Weem, . . . . . 1295 | 1364 69| — | 130
13. Cullen, - - - - - 900 | 1214 34| — | 143
14. Ofrick, - - - - - 8751 1001 126 | — | 156
15 St. Vigeans, - - - - 1502 | 3336 | 1744{ — | 165
16. Kirriemuir, - . . - 3409 | 4338 949 | —— | 187
17 Kemnay, 643 | G61x | —— 33| 199
13. Glenmuick, Tulloch, and Glengal.rn, 2279 | 2117 | —— 153 | 1§
19. Kinghorn, - - 2389 | 1768 | —— 621 | 239
go. Cromarty, - - 2096 | 2184 83| —— | 245
21. Kilmuir Welter and Suddy, - 668 | 1805 | 1137| —— | 262
22. Forgue, - - - 1%2 | 1778 | — 24 | 299
23. Ruthven, - - - - 280 210 { —— 60| 290
24. Auchterlefs, - - - 1264 | 1200 | —— 64 | 306
25. Juraand Colonfay, - e . 1097 | 18358 761 — | 317
26. Girvan, - - - 1193 | 1725 532 | —— | 335 °
27. Northmaven, - - - - 1009 | 17536 771 346
28. anuan‘, - - - - 651 446 | — 205 | 369
29. Nairn, - - - 1698 | 2400 702 381
30. Monktown and Prcmck, - * 582 717 135 —— | 394
31. Wett Kilbride, - - . 885 698 | —— 187 | 404
32. Kirkmichael, - - . . 1288 | 1276 | —— 12 | 4328
33. Saddel and Skipnefs, - - - 1369 1340 | —— 28 | 478
34. Auchindoir, - - - - 839 572 | — 267 | 490
.35 Dyfart, - - . . - | 2367| 4%z 2495| — | s02
36, Markinch, - - - - 2188 | 2790 602 | —— | 525
37. Lyne and Megget, - - - 265 160 105 | 556
38. Cambufnethan, - . - -| 1419 1634 265 | — | 568
39. Aberdour, - - . - -f 1397 1306 ) — 9r | 578
40- Fetterelo, - - - - 3002 |t3zjo| 288 | —— | sor
41. Wamphray, - - - - 458 487 29 | ~—— | 603
42, Ekdalemuir, - . - 675 619 56 | 6oy
Totals, = | 59,6c0 | 85,315 27,815} 210 3
59,600 2,103
Increafe in 1791—93. ~= 25,715 ' 25,715

25 CO\II‘ENT.:.

67 °

® In Dr. Webfter’s report, the Parifh of Monktown, Preftick, and Newtown
upon Ayr, is faid, in 1755, to have contained 1163 fouls, one half of which, i§
is fuppofed, might belong to Monktown and Preftick.
4 This was the population in 1790
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NUMBER I
PARISH 6r PEEBLES.

(Counry or Pezsrrs, Stvop or Loratan avp TwEEpDALE, -
PRESBYTERY oF PEEBLES.)

By the Rev. WiLLiaM Darcrizss, D. D.

Nasie and Sitwation of the Town dad Parifb.

PEEBLES, the name of the burgh and parifh, in the oldeft

writings Péblis, feems plainly to have been taken from
the pebbles with which the foil abounds, particularly where
the town was firlt built. Being the county town, and the'
feat of a prefbytery, Peebles gives name to both. The town'
ftands on the N. fide of the river Tweed, where Pecbles® Wa-
ter falls into it ; the old town on the W,, and the new on the
E. fide of that water, joined by two bridges carried over it,
. Vor, X1k A snd.

.
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and communicating with the country on the S., by an ame
cient and well built bridge of § arches over the Tweed. The
landward part of the parifh is from E. to W, 5§ miles, and
from N. to S. 10 miles, and contains 18,210 acres, The ri-
ver Tweed, running through it from W. to E., divides it in-
to nearly equal parts. Peebles, called alfo Eddleftone waten
fubdivides the N. part of it. The royal burgh of Peebles
ftands in the ceatre, snd in a fitnation remarkably pleafant.
It is built in a beautiful and healthy opening in a hilly coun-
try. It has the Caftle of Horfburgh, fituated on 2 gentle e-
minence on the E. ; the Caftle of Needpath, embofomed in
an amphitheatre of wood, on the W, ; the rick firath of Ed.
‘dleftene water, adorned with gentlemen’s feats, on the N.; and:
a varicty of thriving plantations on the S. Like as in the
Tempe of Theflaly, the river, in clear fireams, and beautiful
windings, flows through the middle of the wvale, which, on
both fides of the river, is adorned with rith meadows, and
fields of eogn. Verdant hills, covered with flocks and herds,
rife gently all around ; and higher mountains, emitting {prings
more falubrious than Offa or Olympus, rear their lofty fum- -
mit? behind, and terminate the profpe@. The fituation of
Peebles is as healthy as it is pleafant. The foil is dry, and
the air well ventilated and pure, The Tweed runs through
a track of 8o miles, taking the ftraight, and 100 miles, fol-
lowing the ferpentine line of its courfe, and falls 1500 feet -
But thongh it has finilhed one-third only of its courfe, it has
fellen two-thirds of its defcent at Pecbles, which is only soo
feot above the level of the fea. Situated in a eentrical part of
the coustry, Peebles has the rains from all querters, in a very
moderate degree; fo that the average quantity yearly is only
a5 inches. Aod guarded on the N. E. by the higheft part
of thwt long range of, mountains which runs from Lammera
puir te the head of EddlefRome water, Pecbles commonly is
%ot vifited by the caftern fog one day in the year.

Soil,
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8oil, Calture, and Rent of Lands.—The foil on the level of
the Tweed, and Eddleftone water, is clay mixed with fand,
and fit for corn or grafs. The lands rifing a little higher are
generally loam on a gravelly bottom, and produce excellemt
barley, oats, and all green crops. The foil on the fkirts and
fides of the hills, is an eafy aad rich earth, and thefe grounds,
where not inclofed, are kept alternately in natural grafs and in
<corn. Improvements in agriculture have of late years made
@ rapid progrefs in the parith of Pecbles ; 1500 acres are ale
zeady eaclofed. There are 700 acres more of infield ground,
a great part of which will be caclofed in a fhort time. Of
- outfield ground, which is fometimes in tillage, but more conxe
donly in natural grafs, for pafturiag cows and horfes, there
are 800 acres. The other lands, heing hilly, afford excellent
pafture for fheep, and are employed for this purpofe. The
Jands nigh the town are let at from 40s. to 50s. the acre.
Within thele 20 years, the rental of the parifh is become dome
ble ; and in 710 years, fepuaple; for the valuation in 1681
was 5036 1. Scots. The precfent rental is now above 30001
Sterling, paid to 16 heritors, of which two only, and the bur~
.gefles, who are many of them proprietors of lands, refide in
ahe parith, The Peebles grey pea has long been ia bigh efti-
mmation all over the country for feed ; as allo are the oats,
which, raifed from a warm foil, make excellent feed for lunds
that are higher and colder. With regard to potatoes, firk
imported into Britain by Sir Walter Raleigh, and the moft
ufeful root that ever was imperted into this, ar any other
<ountry, they are nowhere cultivated with more care, and
naifed in greater excellence and increafe than at Peebles.
Ground is parceled out for planting from 1 to 6 pecks, at
35, 6d.-the peck ; 110 or 12¢ fquaze yards are ufually al-
lowed to the peck.. The proprietor or pofieflor of the ground
ploughs it till it is clean, drives out the dung, and plants the
' Aa potatocs
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potatoes with the plough; and befides having his grovnd
cleaned and manured, has a reafonable rent for his lands, and
price for his labour, The little tenants farnith the dung and
{eed, affift in cleaning the ground, and planting the potatoes,
hoe and dig them after their hours of working, which contri-
butes to their health, and have their potatoes for half of the
price at which they could otherwife purchafe them, and which,
to many families, furnith a third part of their fubfiftence at
a very cheap rate. '

Animals.—The Tweed abounds not only with trout, but
falmon, which vifit the higher parts of it for fpawning, to-
wards the end of the year. Accordingly the Pecbles Arms
are 3 falmon. In the parifh there are 200 horfes, and 00
cows, both much better than in former times. The number
of theep is about 8000. The ancient kind is ftill generally
Tetained ; but by their being kept fewer in number, and being
better fed, they are much improved in quality. As the
grounds in this part of the counfry are generally dry and
healthy, the theep are not fo liable to difeafe as in many other
places. Of thefe, what is called the  ficénefs, is generally the
moft common and the moft fatal. Itis an inflammation in
the bowels, brought on by the full hubit of the animal, by
fudden heats and colds, by eating wet and frofted grafs, or by
lying on wet grounds ; and might, in moft cafes, be prevent-
ed by bleeding, by gentle treatment, and by change of paf-
ture. ~ It is 2 pity that the moft harmlefs, and the moft ufeful
of all animals fhould, i this refpe&, have fo long been the
moft negle@ed. By a better knowledge of the difeafes of the
theep, their natural canfes, and the means of preventing or
curing them, many thoufands of them might be annaally fav-
ed to their proprictor, and to the couatry.

: L Population,
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- Population, t9c.—According to Dr. Webfter’s report, the
pumber of fouls then-was 1896. The inhabitants in this pa-
rifh, of all denominations, in 1791, are 1920, diftingyifhed as
follows : .

In the Old Town, - - . 350
- In the New Town, - - - 1130
" - In the landward part of the parifh, - - 440
. L ]

Under 5 years of age, 3G3 From 50 to 60 158

From §to10 - - 284 e——Goto70 - - 164
——101020 =~ - 36§ ~—70t08 - = 50
: 20030 - - 3§8 ———81twgo - - 8,
#3010 40 - - 102 - 00 tOAIOO - e 2

. m——40to 50 - - 176 —
. 19320
Seceders and Camerqnians, 61 Average of marriages
" Minifter of the eftablifhed yearly for the laft 12
church, - - b § years, = - I3

Minifter of the feceflion, I Births for ditto, 56

* Burials, - - 53

Inoculation has been pra&ifed for many years in this
pounty by able furgeons, with great fuccefs, and becomes
more and more general. Above a thoufand have been inoa
culated, without one dying. Nay, fome parents have even
inoculated their children themfelves, and have perfeily fuoa
‘ceeded. The inhabitants of the parith, in town and country,
are generally healthy, gud live many of them to very advans
ced

# From the number of communicants in each parith, entered laft century on
the records of the prefbytery, as the rule by which the meney then given to
their burfar was levied from the feveral parithes, it is evident that the popula-
tion of this parith, and of this county in general, has, fince that time, decreafed
more than one-fourth part, This is owing to the annexation of farms, and throw-
ing down of cottages, by which the great tenants are enriched, but the {mall
ones, and the cottagers, are’almoft wholly extinguifhed ; and manufaétures not

<having been chablithed in towns and villages, the people muft go elfewhere, as
-meoeflity impels, or inclination leads them.
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ced age. Lately there were 6 men living at the fame time,
within fifty yards of one another, in the old town of Peebles,
whofe ages together amounted to 518 years, and who, feveral
of them, died near 100 years old. The people are regular ia
their attendance on the inftitutions of religion, fober, peace-
able, and virtuous ; fo that, in the memory of the oldeft per.
fon living, no native of Peebles has sither been banithed, or
fuffered capital pnmﬂ:ment. In the way in which holidays of
human inftitution are now obferved in Europe, it is of advan«
tage to induftry, to virtue, and to religion itfelf, that we have
fo few of them in Scotland. In every age and country, the
Sabbath has been, and ever muft be, the great fupport of reli«
gion and of virtue among mankind. Nothing has fo mach
burt the devout fan&ification of that holy day in other cotn.
tries, as men’s being accuftomed to employ one part of a ho-
liday in devotion, and the other in diverfion: And nothing
has tended more to preferve a due obfervance of the Sabbath,
a reverénce of God, and veneration for religion and its ordi-
‘nances in Scotland, than this, that our holidays are moftly oba
ferved with the fame religious fan&ity as the Sabbath.

* Stipend, Poor, Schools, &e.~~The church, which is elegant
‘and fubftantial, ornamental to the town, and commodious for
the parith, was finithed in 1783. And the manfe was buile
in 1790. The fipend is 12001. Scots, and sol. Scots for
‘communion elements. The glebe contains 6 acres. The
Duke of Queentberry, as Earl of March, is patron. The
poor have no regular fupport but from the intereft of between
400 1. and gool. Sterling in the management of the kirk fef~
fion, the colleRions at the ¢hurch doors on Sabbath, aad the
fmall fums arifing from the ufe of the pall and hearfe, amount-
ing to about 601, Sterling yearly: Befides what the magif-
trates give to indigent perfons from the revénues of the town,

and
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nd which they jultly vary as the exigencies of the times re-
quire. As the burgh is the greateft part of the parith, the
magiftrates and comncil have always appointed fchoolmafters
for the ufe of the whole parith ; one for teaching the Gram«
mar, another the Englith fchool, and have provided them with
proper houfes and falaries. Private fchools alfo have always
exifted, and of late have become rivals for fame of education
with the public ones. Al the mafters are able, and all of
them are emulous, which to arake the beft fcholars. At thefe
fchools no fewer than 2 5o children are at prefent educated;
many of them from different parts of the kingdom, and who,
for boarding and clothing, bring into the town annually above
20001, Sterling. Poor childremr are educated by the kirk-fel-
fion from the poer’s funds, and no part of them is more pro-
perly applied. The inftitution of parochial fchools is to the
honour, as well as the utility of Scotland. It fhows the wif
dom and patriotifm of our anceftors in a high degree. At
thefe neceflary and ufeful little feminaries of literary and reli«
gious knowledge, eftablithed by law in every parith, many
have reecived the firft principles of literature, who have be
come ormaments to their country, and bleffings to mankind.
What a pity is it, that in a country of increafed, and of yeara
ly increafing opulence and expenfe, the falaries of fo ufeful »
elafs of men are not increafed in proportion !

Modern Improvements in Trade and MoanufaGure, c,—
Formerly Peebles was fupported chiefly by the houfes and
burgh acres belonging to the burgefles, by their merchana
dife and their trade, and by the many valuable commonties
granted by the kings of Scotland to the burgh for its loyale
ty and good fervices. Now, improvements begin to be car-
ried on upon a larger fcale. Of late years, about fifty houfes
have been built or thoroughly repaired. Woollen, linen, and
. : cotten
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cotton weavers are making greater exertions, and larger houfed
sre built for them.: The magiftrates have long provided the
community with excellent flour, barley, corn, and fulling
mills Dr. James Hay of Hayftown, befides improving his
valuable eftate, and fetting an example of general improve-
ment, has built a lint-mill for the accommodation of the
country. Mr. William Ker of Kerfield, has ere@ted one of
the completeft breweries and diftilleries, and made 2 new and
ufeful improvement in the art of brewing: Pereciving a part
of the fine effluvia of the hop to fly off during the boiling of
the worts, he contrived a moft ingenious and effe@ual method
of preferving it. He covers his copper with a clofe, but
moveable top of the fame metal, luving a pipe defcending
from it, and carried through cold water, ike the worm of a
ftill, by which mesns the fteam is condenfed and condu&ed
into & common recciyer, where the oil of the hop floating on
the furface of the watery part, is fkimmed off, and returned
into the. worts when the boiling is finithed. By this means a
third of the hop is faved, and the moft aromatie part of it is
preferved, fo as to give the beer a finer flavour, and keeps it
from fouring till it is brought to a greater age and excellence.
He has formed a defign of ere&ing a woollen manufadture ac-
cording to the moft approved plan, which will alfo be of ge-
neral utility.—By the great. incresfo~of trade and opulence,
the price of labour of all kinds has increafed one third part
within thefe twenty years. Men fervants have 61. or 1., and
maid fervants 31, Sterling of yearly wages, befides their vic<
tuals. Common labourers have 1s. a-day, witheut viGtuals,
and mafons and carpenters 1s. 6d. All claffes are better edu~
cated, better lodged, better clothed and fed tham in former
times. It is alfo happy for thofe in the lower clafles, that
though Pecbles is the thoroughfare for.catmeal, carried from
the richer corn country on the eaft, to the mining and manu«~

faduring
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faluwring country on the weft, yet the average price of thig
meal for twenty years paft, has not excceded g d., or at moft
x0d. the ppek; and it is a received maxim, that while g3 -
labaurer can earn a peck of oatmeal in a day, be will, ia com-
mqp cafes, be able to fupport his family.

Antiguities aud Curiofities—~The Celte, a numerous and
powerful people, who {pread over a great part of the northand
wetl of Europe, and who, as Julius Cefar informs us, were, in
‘the neighbouring country, called alfo GaHi, were the firft in-
habitants of Britain, and the Celtic or Gaelic was its firt and
univerfal language. About the beginning of the Chritiaa
#ra, the Romans fubdued and provinciated. -what of the ifland
lies fouth of the Forth and the Clyde, and introduced in many
places the Latin. The Saxons in the sth, and the Danes in
the oth and z1th centuri¢s, made insafions and fettlementg
in Britain, and introduced tbeir language. By thefe means,
and by the great numbers of the Englifh, who, upon the
Norman conqueft, came into the fouth of Spotlégd, and had
lands given them, the Celtic langusge gradually gavé way in
this part of the country, to the Rowan and the Saxon, of
which pur prefent Englith language is compofed. Of thefe
things velliges fill remain in this parith aod in the neigh-
bourhood. At Lyne, four miles weft from Pecbles, is a dif-
tin& Roman Caflra Stative, §oo fect {quare, with gﬁv,o ditchesi
and three rampaets, containing between fix and feven acres.
Three miles fouth from this camp, and on the otber ﬁde of
the T'weed, is a hill called Cademuir, saciently Cadhmore, fig-
nifying in Gaelic, “ the great fight;” on the tap of which are
four Britith camps, one of them much ftronger than the reft,
furrounded with ftone walls, withput cement, in fome places
double, and where {ingle, no lefs thm five yards in thlcknefs,
without which, and out of the ruins of which, have becn

Nox. XIL B ereted
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erefed near 200 monumental ftones, many of them flill ftand.
mg, and others fallen down,--mdxcntxons that in very early
times, .wh_en the Gaelic was the common language of the
country, and when the Romans had as yet been the only in-
vaders of it, a great battle had been fought on that hill, and
that at the firong camp on the top of it, numbers had been
hlled and were buried. On the extrentity ‘of the parith to- -
ward the N. W., is a high hill called Melden, properly Mel,
tei tein, ¢ the Hill of Fire,” ftom the fires kindied on the top of
:t, anciently in wotﬂup of the Sun, or afterward to give fignal
to the furroundmg country, when encmies appeared in the
Fnth of Forth ; and round the top of it a large inclofure or
ump is vifible. Toward the eaft part of the parith is a lnl!
called Frigeti, or properly Danet or Panes’-brae, with two
circular camps, of which the higheft has been furrounded
with a ditch above ten feet in depth. Many other camps are
to be (een on eminences and on the tops of hills, all over the
country, velhges of mclent invafion and dsuger. In later ages,
when the ancient fmaller kmgdoms in the ifland were formed,
mto the two ltrger ones of Scotland and England, as the Che-
vxot lulls Were a natural barrier between thzm in the mlddle
of the conntry, invafion and war were mldc by the month of
the Tweed on the E. and of the Solway on the W.; yet
fmall pames of the army often penetrated for plunder into
the interior parts. " The predatory dxfpoﬁuan, but too mnch
exemphﬁed by the nations, was pn&xl'ed all over the coun.
try, and particularly toward the borders, where troops of
freebooters made mcurﬁons into this part of the country every
fummer, for carrymg oﬁ‘, under night, horfes, black cattle,
and iheep. In deferice againft thefe various depredations,
firong caftles were built, by the kings of Scotland, on the
Jower parts of the Tweed and were contmned by the land.
holdtm along the hlghet parts of it, and on the waters which’
on
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ok each fide fall into it. They were built of flone and lime
prepared in the beft manner, and where larger, or fituated
nigh the caftra of former times, they were called caftles, or
whea fmaller, were called towers. They confifted commone '
1y of three ftories, the lower one on the ground floor vaulted,
into which the horfes and cows were brought in times of dana
ger; the great hall,in which the fantily lived ; and the higheft,
in which were the bed chambers, defigned for public as well
as for private fafety. They were, by general confeat, built al.
ternately on both fides the river, and in 4 continued view one
of another. A fire kindled on the top of thefe towers was
the knewn fign of an incurfion of the enemy. The fmoke
gave the fignal by day, and the flame in the night; and over
a track of country of 70 miles long, from Berwick to the Bield,
and 5o miles broad, intelligence was, in this manner, convey«
ed in a very few hours. As thefe buildings are not only antia
quities, but evidences of the ancient fituation of the couatry,
and are now moft of them in ruins, it will not be improper to
mention thofe along the Tweed for tea miles below Peebles,
and as many above it. Thus, Elibank tower looks to one at
Hollowlee, this to one at Scrogbank, this to one at Caberr-
tone, this to one at Bold, this to one at Purvis hill, this to
thefe at Innerleithan, Traquair, and Grieftone, this laft to
one at Ormiftone, this to one at Cardrona, this to one at
Nether Horfburgh, this to Horlburgh caftle, this to thefe at
Hayftone, Caftlchill of Peebles and Needpath, this laft to one
at Caverhill, this to one at Barns, and to another at Lyne,
this to thefe at Eafter Happrew, Fafter Dawic, Hillhoufe and
Wefter Dawic, now New Poflo, this laft to one at Dreva,
and this to one at Finnis, or Thanes caftle near Drummelzier.
Of thefe the caftlc of Needpath, not far from the old towa
of Pecbles; and in the line of its principal ftreet, is the fironge
eft one in the beft prefervation, Its walls are 11 feet in

Ba thickaels,
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thicl':nefs, and cemented with lime almoft as hard as the ftrong
whin flone of which they are built. It was anciently the
property and chief refidence of the powerful family of the
Frafers, firft proprietors of Oliver caftle, and afterward of a
great part of the lands from that to Peebles, and fheriffs of
the ¢ounty; and from whom fpring the families of Lovat and
Saltoun, in the N. The laft of that family, in the male line,
in Tweeddale, was the brave Sir Simon Frafer, who in 1303,
along with Sir John Cummin, with only 10,600 men, repulfed
and defeated 30,000 Englifh in three battles fought on one -
day on Roflin moor. He left two daughters co-heirefles to his
great eftate ; one of whom was matried to the anceftor of the
Marquis of Tweeddale, and the other to the anceftor of the
Earl ot Wigton, which families, therefore, quartered the arms
of the Frafers with their own. And the vaftle and large ba<
rony of Needpath continuing the property of the Tweeddale
family, and the town of Peebles much under its patronage,
the Frafers arms are to be feen on the crofs to this day. There
is good evidence, that Peebles and the neighbouring country,
have been confiderably populous for above a thoufand years, .
and that they have been enlightened with the gofpel from a
fiill more ancient period ; and that in after ages they received
from the kings of Scotland, many expreflions of royal re~
gard and munificence. The firlt teachers of Chriftianity in
Britain, were called, in the original Gaelic language, Kule
Dia or Culdees, that 1is, fervants of God, in diftin@ion to
the former teachers of heathenifm, the Druids, and taught
the religion of the true God and our Saviour in much purity
and fimplicity for fome centuries. When the ambitious b:thops
of Rome, in fucceffion to the emperors, formed their defign
of univerfal empire, various religious orders were inftituted,
and various religious houfes were built and endowed, in this,
as in the other nations in Europe, to increafe the votaries,
o - . riclies,.
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tiches, and power of the Romifh hierarchy. The high church
of Peebles, dedicated to St. Mary, which, from the remains
of it in the church yard, was large enough to accommodate
the parith at this time, ig reckoned to have been built, or ra-
ther rebuilt, in the 11th century, when the churches were ge.
nerally rebuilt in a better manner, as from fome very old free-
ftone rebuilt in its walls, it is evident that it only fucceeded
to one that was greatly more ancient. To the chaplains of
St. Mary in Pecbles, K. David granted the corn and wauk-
mills of Innerleithan, with the adjacent lands and very exten-
five maltures.

On the difcovery of the remains of a human body that had
'been cut in pieces, and buried in a fhrine of ftone, and of a
crofs depofited near it, bearing the name of St. Nicolaus, it
was believed, that St. Nicolaus of the order of the Culdees,
and who was reckoned to have fuffered martyrdom wbout the
end of the 3d century, when the perfecution of the Chrifti-
. ans under Dioclefian and Maximian raged in Britain, had been
buried in that place. About the year 1260, Alexander III.
at the requeft of William then bithop of Glafgow, to which
diocefe Pecbles belonged, eretted on that fpct a large conven-
tual church, dedicated to God and the holy crofs, and called
the Crofs Kird of Peebles, as an account of its ere@ion ob
tained in 1627, from records in St. John's college, Cam-
bridge, and in pofleffion of the magiftrates of Pecbles, more
fully bears. It was built in the form of a fquare, with a
court in the middle, 124 feet by 110 over all. The church
formed the fouth fide of the fquare, and was 104 by 26 feet
within walls. The front. wall was built with a {mall arch
over the fpot where the crofs and the remains of the Saint
were depofited ; fo that the religious, whether within or with.
out the church, might perform their devotions at the facred
thrine. The fide walls were 22 feet in height, and the front

h adorned
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adorned with § large Gothic windows. The other three fides
of the fquare formed the convent, of which the fide walls
were 14 feet high, and 16 feet diftant from each other, and
the ground floor vaulted. It was of the order of churches
called Miniftries, and contained 70 red er Trinity friars, an or-
der inftituted in honour of the Holy Trinity, and for the re-
demption of Chriftians who were made flaves by the Turks,
to which a third part of their yearly income was to be ap-
plied. Befides other endowments, its royal founder gave
to the Crofs Kirk, about 5o acres of excellent land lying all
around it. Frisr Thomas its minifter, was chaplain to K.
Robert IV. who gave to it the lands called the King’s Mea-
dow, juxta Villam de Peblis, which defcription makes it pro-
bable that Peebles was not as yet ereed into a burgh royal,
though the charters granted to it afterward, fhow that it re-
ceived this honour foon after, either from that prince, or from
James L. .

A mile and an half below Pecbles flood the hofpital of
St. Leonards, called afterwasd by corruption, Chappel yards, .
founded for infirm and indigent perfons. In 1427, James L
gave this hofpital to his confeflor David Rat, of the order of
the preachers ; a probable evidence that James lived frequent-
ly at Pecbles, and wrote there his poem, eatitled, Peedles to
the Play, in which he reprefents a great annual feftival of
mufic, diverfions, and feafting, that had long been in ufe to
be held at Pecbles, attended by maultitudes from the Forth
and the Foreft, in their beft apparel. The time of this feftival
was at Beltein, which, in the Gaelic language, fignifies the
fire of Bell or Baal, becaufe on the firk day of May, our
heathen aoceftors, by kindling fires and offering facrifices on
eminences or tops of mountains, held their great anniverfary
feftival in honour of the fun, whofe benign influences on all
mature begun to be firongly felt at this time, and mea withed-

more
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more and more to feel as the fummer advanced. The name
Beltein-day, continued and gave defignation to theBeltein fair
of Peebles, long after the religion of the country, and the
feftivals of the feafon, werechanged. Peebles is only 20 miles
fouth from Edinburgh, fituated'itfelf in a fine fporting coun-

" try, and on the ftppight road to the King’s Foreft of Etterick.
The kings of Scotland made Peebles their ufual fummer re-
treat, for rurdl diverfion or the adminiftration of juftice,
Many of the nobility accompanied them, whofe houfes in
Pecbles ftill bear their names. Extenfive lands all around, af-
terward granted by royal charter in' property or coﬁmonty
to the blirgb. Cadmuir, Hornidoun, Venlaw, and Glentorie,
were the king’s property and hunting grounds. The bridge
over the Tweed feems to have been built at different times,
end the whole ftrullure to carry evidences of fimilar anti-
quity, as the Crofs Kirk, and moft probably was .ere&ted by
king and fubjeits, as being moft neceflary and convenient for
both. On the S. E. of Peebles, and other fide of the river, is
the gallows hill, where criminals were hanged. On the King’s
moor, between that and Peebles, were the ancient tourna-
ments exhibited. There the county militia, amounting com-
monly to 300 horfemen, mufter every year at their weapor-
thawing in June and ORober. Their horfe races continued to
be held at Beltein, till the middle of the prefent century ; and
haft year, wiftn a part of that moor was converted from its
original to a more improved flate, in a cairn of flones, was
found a Roman urn invetted, containing the blade of his
dagger, and. the athes of fome ancient hero who had been
buried there. The town of Peebles originally extended from
Eddlefione water weftward to the meadow well firand, the crofs
ftanding oppofite to the Ludgate. It was {everal times plun-
dered and burnt by the Englith; fo that nothing was left un-
deftroyed but the churches, the manfe, andGthe crofs, wbich
being
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being held facred, were commonly fpared. This induced the
principal inhabitants to build a new town on the E. fide of
that water, as being a fituation more eafily fortified, and to
furround it with firong walls and gates, which continued till
the two kingdoms were united. In eonfideration of thefe
great loffes, and that the town of Pecbles had always been
diftinguifhed for loyalty, fidelity, and good ferviges, not only
the ufual privileges of royal burghs, but the extenfive lands
already mentioned, and a toll on the bridge of Tweed, were,
by royal charters, granted to it at the reformation of religioa
in Scotland in the 1560, when the needlefs multiplicity of
churches. was abolithed, and convents were diffolved. The high
church in the old town was demolifhed, and the crofs church,
as being nearer to the new town, was converted into the pa-
. rochial one, and employed in the offices of reformed religion
till January 1784, when the new church having been built
within the town, was opened for religious worfhip by the pre-
fent incumbent. The cloifter was converted into houfes for
the fchoolmatters, and public fchools, and was ufed for thefe
purpofes to the beginning of this century, when it became
ruinous. In the year 1621, James VI. renewed and confirm-~
ed all the rights, privileges, and lands granted to the burgh
by his royal predeceffors: and whereas a number of churches, -
chapels, and altars had, in times of Popery, been ere&ted and
endowed by pious perfons, in honour of angels and faints, for
the purpofe of faying mafs for the fouls of their own friends
deceafed, all thefe, with their reveoues, his Majefty granted,
" in all time thereafter, to the magiftrates, counciland communi-
ty of Pecbles, on condition of a fmall annuity to be paid into
the Exchequer, and their offering their daily convent prayersto
Almighty God for his Majefty ard his fucceflors. In times of
Epifcopacy, the minifter of Peebles was Archdean of Glaf-
gow, parfon of Pecbles and ‘Mannor, and had the parfonage-
titheg
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fittied of both parifhes, then worth Gooo mierks péarly. The
 ¥icar in Peebles had the glebe of 80 acres, ftill called the Kirk-
lands, though at the Reformation vesy little of thefe lands
were lefth to the church, together with the vicardgestithes,
part of which is given by the patron of the parifh to the maf-
ter of the gtammarsfchool. At the Reformation, and after-
ward, when the lands and revenues of the church weré dif-
pofed of to other purpofés, it would have been wiftr to have
' referved a proper portion of thefe lands for the conftant fupe
port of the parochial clergy, a fmallet part of it to be occu-
pied by themfelves, and the reft to be let by them fot their
ufe. This would have been & better provifion for the efta-
blithed clergy; than either the #p/a coi‘pora tithes;, which are
often a check to agricultural improvements; and a bone of
contention between the paftor and people; or flipends modified
but of thefe tithes, which decreafe in value as the expenfe of
living increafes. The {mall legal glebe of 4 acres of arable
land, when plougtied by the parithioners, #s was formerly the
tafe, might be fome advantage to the midifter. Now, when
he muft keep two horfes and a fervant to cultivate it, it is 8
lofs, in place of a gain. Whereas, if every minifter id the
Church of Scotland, having 2 country parith, had been pro.
vided in & glebe of 2d or 30 acres, he would; without either
lofs to himfelf, or avocation from the facred duties of his ofe
fice, have dire&ted the proper culture of it; and gemerally
would have fet an example of improvement in every parith,
which would Lave been followed, dnd proved of grest and ges
neral advantage to the country:

VOL. an 0 ' N U ul
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NUMBER II.
PARISH or DALKEITH.

(CouxnTty oF EDINBURGH, SYNoD OF LoTuraNn AND TwEeED-
' DALE, PRESBYTERY OF DALKEITH.)

By the Rev. Mr. WiLLIAM ScoTT.

Name, Extent, tSc.

HE name of this parifh is faid to be derived from the
Gaelic language, and fignifies *“ a plain fituated bes

% tween two rivers.” If this be fo, 1t is perfe&tly defcrips
tive of the fitnation of the village, which ftands on a narrow
firip of land between two rivers, both known by the name of
" Efk, the banks of which are beautifully wooded, and embel«
lifhed with the feats of feveral families of the firft diftin&ion.
The extent of the parifh is very moderate, as it nowhere ex«
ceeds 2 miles; either in breadth or length. The foil is vari-
ous, but, in general, the lower grounds are light, and inclin~
ing to fand, and the higher, of a pretty deep clay. The whole
of the parith is arable, except a little on the banks of the ri-
vers, which, for the moft part, arc fteep, and beautifully frin-
ged
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ged with wood. The foil produces every kind of grain, and
is well adapted for raifing every fpecies of forefl trees, which
arrive here at great perfe@ion. There are no mountains nor
hills in the parith: indeed almoft the whole of it might be
confidered as a plain, did not the f§gep banks of the rivers give
it, in fome places, an uneven and broken appearance.

Farms, and Rent of Land.—The farms are few in number,
and neither large nor extenfive. This is owing to a multi-
plicity of portioners, who either farm their own land, or let
it out to gardeners, who pay a high rent forit. Agriculture
is well underftood, not only in the parith, but in the whole
country around, and has attained a high degree of perfe&ion.
Materials for the improving of land are at no great diftance,
as lime may be procured in abundance in the neighbourhood,
and the village afferds a confiderable quantity of excellent ma-
nure. The rent of land here is, in general, high, ' Meadow,
or pafture ground, when inclofed, lets at from 31, to 51. the
Scotch acre, according to its quality or vicinity to the village.
Thofe farms which lie.in the remoteft parts of the parifh, are
let, fome of them at 1 1., fome at 1 1. 1§ 5., and others at 3 1.
the acre, in proportion to the- quality of the foil. Land that
bas been under the plough, is, at prefent, picked up with a-
vidity by gardeners, and brings from 31. 3s. to 51 10s.
yearly, according as the leafe granted happens to be of a long-
er or fhorter duration. When there is any land in the mar-
ket here, it fells at from 5o l. to 1001, the acre, in propor-
tion to its quality or local fituation with Tefpe& to the vil.
lage. The parifh contains a confiderable quaatity of coal, but
as it lies fo deep in the carth, that it cannot, in general, be
come at with advantage to the proprietors, without the help
of fire engines, there is little of it wrought at prefent. "The
jnhabitants, however, fuffer no inconvepience from this cire

Ca cumftance,
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cumftance, 25 they are plentifully fupplied from a variety of
goal-pits, with which the parith is furrougded. The ordinay
ry price of this neceflary article, is from 2jd. to 3id. the
cwt. according tq its quality ; but during the courfe of laft
winter, it was much highega on account of an usiverfal fcar.
rity, and an additional rife of price at the pits.

Market; —With refpe@ to markets, the parifh is very
gonveniently fituated. One of the moft confiderable, perhaps
the greateft market for grain of any in Scotland, is held in
Dalkeith every Thuriday, to which is brought, a yery great’
guantity of oats (in particular) from all the neighbourhood,
and efpecially from the fouth country. It is remarkable, that
all the grain fold here hrings ready money; a circumftance of
much jmportance to the farmers, who generally purchafe here,
fuch articleg ag they find neceflary for themfelves and their
families, before they leaye the town. A great proportion of
the grain and mesl fold at Dalkeith, goes to the fup?ly of the
weft country, about Carron, Glafgow, and Paifley. From
Martinmas till about Whitfunday, there is likewife a market
for meal, cyery Monday, and ene for cattle, every Tuefday.
We have alfo an annual fair held on the third Tueflay of
D&ober far horfes and black castle, &c. This fair, it is faid,
was formerly of much more confequence, aad better attended
than it is at prefent *.

Population,

# Prices and Wages.o—The yillage is sbundantly fupplied with excellent but.
ther meat, which may be had in great perfection on the Thur(days, and Satur-
flays. - The butchers here contribate confiderably to the fupply of the Edinburgh
mnrket.mdﬁmeof them fell there the whole of what they kilL. During the
feafon of winter and fpring, the price of beef is 4d. the Ib. awsirdupois, veal gd.,
foutton sd., and pork 4d. From the month of September till about the middle
of January, the price of beef and mutton, is 3d. or 3% d. the pound, but durmg
fne reft pfthe year, it ig not lower than what has been mentioned above, In the

. fomaer
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Population.~According to Dr. Webfter’s report, the nume
ber of fouls at that time was gx70. The parith contains 1094
families, of which about §o refide in the country, and all
the reft in the villages of Dalkeith, Lugton, and Bridgend,
Of thefe, there are at prefent, inclyding journeymen and ape
prentices,

Weavers, > 56 Hammermen (including
Shoemakers, - 62  mafons, wrights, &c.), 99
Tailors, - - 44 Clergymen, - s
Dyers, - . 13 Studeots at the Univerfity, 3
Gardeners, - §3 Carters, - 60 or 30 -
Butchers, + - 30 Farmers, - 1r
Candlemakers (bcﬁdes ap- Bakers, - - 36
prentices) 3 Brewers (befides journey-
Pradtitioners in phyﬁc, 6  men and apprentices), 4
Weavers (ot incorpgrate - Hairdreflers, - 3
- ed), . - 31 Watchmakers, - 3

The number of fouls amounts to 4366. The annual ave.
rage of marriages, births, and burials, 1s as follows :—Mar.
riages 33, births 134, burials 124. This ftatement of births, .
however, is by no means complete, as many of the diffenters
negle& to regifter the baptifms of their children. There is
good reafon for fuppofing that there may be 30 or 40 chils
dren born here annually, whofe births are not regiftered.

Mansfaltures.

fommer feafon chickens fell at about §4. the pair, and hens from 16d. to 184,
In fummer the price of butter is 10d. the Ib. Butter is fold here by tron weight
2202. to the b, and in winter, it rifes fometimes to 1s. or 3. 1d.,The wages of
labourers in hufbandry, during the fummer feafon, are from 1s. to 1s. 3d. the
dsy. Mowenrsreceive from 1. 8d. to 2s.  Gardeners from 35, 2d.to 1. 6d. Im
‘winter, common labourers receive from 8d. to x0d., and gardeners 15, The
ywages of domeftic female fervants, s-years, are from al §os. to4L
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Manufadtures —Though the fituation of this patith appears
to be peculiarly favourable for manufaltures, yet there is
little done in that way. The only articles worth mentioning,
are, a tannery, a foap-work, and the making of candles, which
have juftly acquired a high chara&er. Mr. Ruffin, too, ere@-
ed a tambour manufa&ure here in February 179o. He in.
dentured 110 girls as apprentices, from g to 12 years of age,
befides 4 boys. He alfo ere@ted, at the fame time, a manu-
facture of the fame kind at Muffelburgh, and had 22 appren-
tices bound on the fame day. Thefe apprentices are bound
for 4 years, and are paid as follows :—For the firft year, they
have 2s. a-week paid them every Saturday ; for the fecond,
2. 6d. a-week; and for the laft 2 years, they have 3s. week-
ly. Mr-Ruffin was the firlt who introduced this branch of
manufa&ure into Scotland, in the year 1982, under the pa-
tronage of the Honourable Board of Truftees in Edinburgh,
from whem he received three different premiums; one of 401.,
one of 301, and one of 201l., befides his houfe rent peid
him for three years. This branch of bufinefs is now fo much
increafed, that it employs not fewer than 30,c00 young girls
in Scotland.

Heritors, Church, Manfe, Stipend, Poor, Sebools.—The nume
ber of heritors is 24. The whole of the parifth holds ef the
Duke of Buccleugh, who is proprietor of about two-thirds of
it. His Grace is alfo patron and titular of the teinds. The
g;hurch, though old, is in good repair, and in winter is ren-
dered comfortable, by being warmed with ftoves. The manfe,
which appears from an infeription over the door, to have
been built in the year 1681, is a large, lodgeable houfe, but
badly fituated, and fo gloomy as to refemble a prifon, being
hemmed in with buildings on three fides, and deprived of the
penefit of fun-fhine for nearly the_ whole winter half year.

It
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Ye is believed that the various reparations which it has un-
dergone, have coft as much as would have been fufficient te
build an excellent new houfe om a more defirable fituation.
The ftipend is 951.; but there is a profpe& of its being foon
‘sugmented, as the patron, with his ufual public fpirit, has
generoully propofed it, though the whole burden of the aug-
mentation falls on himfelf. The glebe is about 6 acres, all
arable, and from its vicinity to the village, is, on that ac«
count, the more valuable.—As the parith is populous, fo the
poor are proportionably numcrous. A good many of them
receive a weekly allowance from the kirk-funds, of which
the kirk-feflion has the management. Thofe who receive fup-
ply in this manner, may, at an average, be about 16 or 18
in the fummer feafon ; but.in wigter, their number is com-
monly greater, as at that time of the year, fuch of them as
have health and ability to labour a little in the fields, find no
employment. Befides the money arifing from the weekly
colle@ions at the church doors, which, at an average, is about
15s. or 16s. a-week, the kirk-feflion has the management
of the rents of a few acres of land, and fome {mall feu-duties
belonging to the poor, the amount of which is about 301,
Sterling asyear. To this may be added, the money arif-
ing from the loan of mortcloths, which is, commumbus annis,
about 241. There is likewife a charity workhoufe belonging
to the parith, in which a confiderable number of poor are
lodged, fed, and clothed. There are at prefent in the houfe,
about 23 or 24, but fometimes there are 40 and upwards.
To fupport thefe poor, the kiik-feflion pays anaually, the
fum of 40l Sterling, the heritors 501., and a, contribution
by the inhabitants produces about 45 1. yearly. There is a
houfekeeper to fuperintend the poor in the houfe; and the ac-
counts are carcfully kept by a treafurer appointed for the
pufpofe, and regularly examined, every month, by 2 com.
« . mittee
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smittee of managers, who are annually chofen from the kirls
feffion, trades, merchants, and heritors. In the years 178¢
end 1783, the poor of this place were in great diftrefs ; but
the liberal donations of her Grace the Duche(s of Bucclengh,
and ‘Robert Craig, Efq. greatly contributed to enable the
kirk-feflion to relieve the poor, both of their owa, and other
congregations. In juftice to hoth thefe diftinguifhed charac-
ters, it onght to be obferved, that their attention, humanity,
and liberality to the poor of this place, have, at mo time,
been wanting. The charity of the family of Buccleugh, in
particular, is worthy of the higheft raak and moft opulent
fortune.—The grammar fchool here has long been in high
repute, and at one period was confidered as the firft in the
kingdom. It has produced fome of the greateft geniufes, and
brighteft ornaments of the age ; fome of the moft diftinguithe
ed chara&ers in the literary-and political world, having here
zeceived the rudiments of their education. A confiderable
time ago, it feemed to be on the decline, owing to a variety
of cauies, which it is unneceflary to enumerate ; but the me-
rit and abilities of the late and prefent re@ors, have done
much to reflore it to its former reputation. The teaching
room is large, pleafant, well aired, and inferior to none on
this fide of the Tweed, in point ef convenience and accom=
modation. A confiderable number of young gentlemen are
boarded with the re@or, who pays unwearied attention to
their health, morals, and education. They émount, at pre-
fent, to 20 or upwards ; and when the mafter’s houfe fhall be
enlarged, of which there is no very diftant profpe&, there is
10 doubt that there will be many more. Tle falary is aboue
831. Sterling ; befides which, there is a very good dwelling+
houfe, and a large garden. There are likewife 4 Englifle
fchools here, all of which are well attended. The principal
Engli(h moafter, who teaches geometry, navigation, end draw4

ingy
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fog, has had, at an average, for 1o years paft, mot fewer
than 80 or 160 fcholars almoft conftantly under his care.

SeQaries.~In this parith there is a great number of dife
fenters of various denominations. Thofe of the Burgher,
Antiburgher, Relief, and Methodiftical perfuafions, have all of
them their refpetive places of worthip in Dalkeith, to which,
as to a common ceatre, they aflentble from all the country
round. Thofe of the Relief congregation are by far the moft

"mumerous. Next to them rank the Burghers, theg the Antis
burghers ; and the Methodifts are inferior to them all in point
of numbers. There is likewife one family of Cameronians,
and another of Anabaptifts. Notwithftanding this great dia
verfity of opinions, which prevails among the inhabitants in
matters of religion, they live together, at leaft as far as is
known to the writer of this account, in the pralice of that
¢harity, meeknefs, and moderation, which the Chriftian reli-
gion requires of all its profeffors. There may, no doubt, be
fome here, as clfewhere, addited to cenfure, calumny, and
detraltion ; but the number of {uch, it is hoped is very ine
confiderable,

Dalkeith Caftle, Houfe, $3c.—The only thing under the ar=
ticle of antiquities, worthy of being mentioned, is the Catftle
of Dalkeith, which formerly occupied the fame {pot where
now ftands Dalkeith Houfe, the principal feat of his Grace
the Duke of Buccleugh®. About the beginning of the pre«

Vor. XIIL D ' fent

* In ancient times, it appears to have been a place of confiderable ﬂ:cngth,
and to have ftood fome fieges. -It was fituated on a perpendicular rock of great
height, and inacceflible on all fides, except on the eaft, where it was deferded
by a foffé, through which the river is faid to have formerly run. It was, for
fome centuries, the principal refidence of the noble family of Morton ; and hifto-
. [y records, that James IX. and lagt Earl of Douglas, exafperated againtt John

> Douglasy
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fent century, 2 very magnificent houfe was built on the fite of
the old caftle, by Ann Duchefs of Buccleugh and Monmouth,
The foffé already mentioned, which guarded the caftle on the
eaft, was filled up, and a large mound of forced earth raifed
around the rock. Itis now a pleafant bank, and adorned
with a variety of delightful fhrubs. The beauty of the fituax
~ tion, which is defervedly admired, is greatly heightened by
the windings of the rivers, and the abundance of thriving
wood with which it is furrounded. The Duke has lately .
" builtan elegant bridge of beantiful white ftone over the North
Efk, which is a great addition to the furrounding fcenery,
and forms a fine obje&, when feen, as it is in great perfe&ion,
from the windaws of the houfe. It confifts of onelarge arch,
70 feet wide, and 4§ in height, By means of this bridge, a
new approach will be opened to the houfe, and one of the moft
delightful that can be imagined. The park in which Dal«
keith Houfe is fituated, is of great extent, containing about
800 Scotch acres. It is completely furrounded by a wall built
with ftone and lime, and about 8 or g feet high. There is a

’ ‘ great

Douglas, Lord of Dalkeith, for efpoufing the caufe of King ]ame; II., who had
bafely murdered William VIIIL., Easl of the illufirious Houfe of Douglas at Stir-
ling, laid fiege to the caftle of Dalkeith, binding himfelf by a folemn oath, not
to defift till he had made himfelf mafter of it. It was, however, fo gallantly de-
fended by Patrick Cockburn and Clerkington, that the Earl of Douglas, and his
followers, after undergqing much toil, and receiving many wounds, found them-
felves unable to reduce it, and were obliged tq raife the fiege, On the defeat
of the Scotch.army at Pinkie, Anno Dom. 1547, many fled to the cattle of Dal-
keith for refuge, among whom was James Earl of Morton, afterward regent of
Scotland, and Sir David Hume of Wedderburn. It was hefieged by the Englifh,
and defended for fome time ; but as it contained not a fufficient ftore of provifions
for fuch a number of men as had fled to it, and as the befieged had no hopes of
fuccour againft the viGtorious army, it was obliged to furrender ; in confequence
of which, the Earl and Sir David were made prifoners,

In the year 1542, the cftate of Dalkeith came into the poffeffion of the Fae
mily of Buccleugh by purchafe from the Earl of Morton. .
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great variety of excellent wood in it, particularly a number
of fine venerable oaks of great antiquity ; but feveral of them
begir: to experience the effe@s of time, and are feeming to de-
cay. The North and South Efk run through the park, and
anite their winding ftreams about half a mile below Dalkeith
Houfe. Both thefe rivers produce fine trout, eels, and fomea
times falmon. The banks are cut into walks of great extent,
with much tafte, and are the delight of every vifitant. There
is in the park s confiderable number of decr and fheep. The
fituation of the village of Dalkeith is allowed to.be uncom-
monl'y beautiful. It ftands in the heart of a rich country;
the two rivers which run fo near it on the N. and S. with
the fine woods on their banks, render it a pleafant abode.
This account ought not to clofe without mentioning a little
fpot of peculiar beauty, about a quarter of a mile from the
village, where an elegant houfe has been lately built, which
does much honour to the tafte of the proprietor. A fituation
more truly delightful can fcarcely be imagined. It com-
mands a view of the pleafure grounds of four of the fineft
country feats in the country, of the Frith of Forth, the.Fite
coaft, the Pentland and Moorfit hills ; while, immediately un-
der the windows, the windings of the North Efk are feen in
full perfeGion, '

D3 N U M.
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NUMBER IIL

. PARISH or PETTINAIN.

.

(CouNTY oF LANARK, SYNOD oF GLASGOW AND ATYR, PrEs-
BYTERY OF LANARK.)

By the Rev. Mr. James Fercuson. !

Situation, Extent, Surface, Climate, ¥c.

THIS is one of the fmalleft parifhes in this part of Scot-
land, and affords but little fcope for ftatiftical obfer-
vation. 'The parifh of Libberton bounds it on the E., thofe
of Carnwath and Carftairs on the N., and that of Lanark on
the N. W. Thefe parithes are fituated on the oppofite fide of
the river Clyde, excepting a {mall part of the haugh ground
belonging to Libberton. Upwards of fixty acres belonging to
Pettinain are likewife, at different places, thrown on the other
fide of the river. The frequent changes of its courfe has, moft
probably, been the caufe of this inconvenient fituation. Its
figure is irregular, but may be confidered as a re&angle, near-
}y 3 miles long, and 2 broad. About 1700 acres are, in their
courfey
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«ourfe, employed in tillage : the remaining part, which may
be nearly of the fame extent, is either coarfe pafture-ground,
and mofs, or is covered with plantations of trees. The church
and village are fituated towards the N. E. extremity of the
parifh, about half a mile from the neareft part of theriver;
5% miles to the eaftward of Lanark, and 4 miles to the north=
weftward of Biggar. There is only one hill in the parith
that divides itfelf into.two fummits, which are fometimes
diftinguithed by the names of Pettinain and Weftraw hills,
The laft, and moft wefterly of thefe is the higheft, agd rifes
about soc feet above the level of Clyde, and about 1000 feet
above that of the fea. : The other part of the hill extends it-
felf, in a long bending ridge, towards the 5., and runs into
the neighbouring parith of Covington. Thefe high grounds
are. moftly covered with fhort heath, intermixed, in feveral
‘places, with bent, and other coarfe grafs. This gives them &
bleak appearance, and renders them, comparatively, of {mall
walue. - A large track of moorifh and mofly ground lies im-
mediately behind the hill, on the S.; and in fuch a high fitu~
ation, that it would not be advifable: to attempt to cultivate
mny part of it. The reft of the lands in the parifh, which lie
lower, are generally of much better quality, and more agree-
able appearance. The haughs, or holms, belonging to this
und the neighbouring parithes on the oppofite fide of the river,
are very extenfive; and are clad in beautiful verdure during
the fummer months. The Clyde, which has formed thefe
haughs, by depofiting its mud, and which, by its frequent in- .
nndations, annually enriches them, adds greatly to their beau-
ty, by its various windings. The grounds, interpofed bes
tween thefe haughs and the hill, are finely diverfified by beau-
tiful fwells. The extenfive plantations of Weftraw, and the
hedges, which feparate or fubdivide the farms, give a plea-
fing lock of cultivation to this part of the parithe The weft
‘ and
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and fouth parts are likewife much beautified by fmall plantay
tions at Weftown and Clowburn, and by the hedges and other
fences, which enclofe a great proportion of the low grounds.
Part of the enclofures belonging to Carmichael, one of the
feats of the Earl of Hyndford, falls within the boundary of
this' parith on the S. W. and greatly improves its appearance
in that quarter. From the height of the ground, the air muft
be cold and penetrating. The river, where it runs flowly, is
frequently frozen over for feveral weeks together, in a fevere
wiater. The froft is, probably, rendered more intenfe by the
moorifh and wet lands, which lie around the fkirts of the hill,
as well as by the river itfclf. In the year 1782 and 1984,
" the crop was greatly damaged by it,

River, Fifb, t9c.—The Clyde, which rifes about 2§ miles
to the fouthward, is here fwelled into a large river. Along
the upper part of the haugh-grounds, it runs with a pretty
rapid current; but, about 2 miles below, its motion becomes
much flower, and its depth increafes. For feveral miles down-
wards, except in a few places, it continues very deep, and
makes many beautiful windings through the hanghs. About
half a mile before it leaves the parifb, it ruthes with an im-
petuous torrent over the rocks which lie in its bed. In the
upper part of this courfe, there are feveral good fords; but
they are often rendered impaflable, efpecially in winter, by
the heavy rains, or melting of fnow. In fuch cafes, the com-
munication to the eaftward is by the bridge at Thankerton,
in the parith of Govington, which is at the diftance of 2%
miles from the village of Pettinain. This very ufeful bridge
was built about 14 years ago, by voluntary fubfcription, and
coft upwards of 4ool. The country, on this.account, is
much indebted to the public-fpirited exertions of the clergy-
man who was then minifter of that parith, and of fome of

the
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the neighbouring farmers. Hyndford bridge, which is placed
about the fame diftance weftward, opens a ready paffage to
Lanark,’ and other places in that quarter. The inundations
of Glyde, though, in general, they undoubtedly fertilize the
adjoining haughs, are hurtful at particular feafons, In the
fpring, the ploughed ground is, fometimes, fo much wathed
and fmoothed, that the feed cannot be fufficiently covered ; im
fome places, where the current is ftrong, the foil is Afwept
away ; the feed is frequently difplaced, and laid in the fur
vows. The fummer floods, by covering the paftnre.grafs
with {and or mud, make it unfit for the cattle, till it be wath«
ed by the raing, But the greateft damage is fulained when
the corns are in the fhort-blade, immediately after the ear be«
gins to make its appearance. A high flood, at that time, de-
ftroys, in a great meafure, the crop. The farmers are care-
ful to prevent the lofs that might be occafioned from inunda«
tions in harveft, by removing the corns, as they are cutdown,
to higher grounds. Trout of a large fize, and delicate tafte,
abound in this part of the Clyde. They ate often caught
about 29, ‘and fometimes even 39 inches long. The red co-
loured are preferred to the white. The deepeft places of the
" river produce, likewife, pike and perch. The beft feafon for
catching large trout with the rod, is reckoned to be from the
middle to the end of June. ‘

- Soil, Agriculture, Produce, $3c.—The lands in the parith
are very different in quality. A confiderable part of them ig
moorith and fpongy oa the furface; and as this kind of foil
readily imbibes the rain, fo, when it lics upon a clayey till,
which, in many places, is the cafe here, it retains it long,
" and continues wet through a great part of the year. The
grounds which- form the floping fides of the hill, are moitly
Rf this fort; and cannot be cultivated by the plough to any

confiderable
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confiderable advantage. Some parts of them, however, are
more clayey, and yield pretty good crops : Other parts, which
have a gravelly bottom, are dry and light; and though they
do not give very plentiful returns, are more to be depended
on than the wet lands. Bat the greater part of the arable
ground, which lies towards the river, is of a dry and good
foil. Near the village it is a rich loam, inclining, in fome
places, to clay. Towards the N. E., it becomes light and
fandy. In the weft end of the parifh, it is partly fandy, and
partly clayey ; and, in the Clowburn lands, it is, in fome
places, gravelly and fharp, in others, foft and mixed with
¢lay or mofs. The bottom of thefe arable grounds is vari«
eus ; fand, clayey till, or gravel. By proper management
they may all be made to produce good crops. The foil of
the haughs or holms is a mud which the river has brought
down from the higheft parts of the country. In general, it
appears to have a confiderable proportion of clay in its com«
pofition, from its adhefive quality when it is moiftened by
rain or the overflowing of the river. The depth of this mud
is various, from 2 to 7 or 8 feet. Below it, there is gene-
rally found fuch a ftratum of gravel and fmall ftones, as lies
in the fords. This firatum may, perhaps, ferve the purpofe
ef a drain to the haughs, which are generally dry. A fine
gular fa& feems to fupport this conjefture. A large haugh,
towards the weft end of the parifh, is not fo dry as the other
grounds of this kind, nor do the crops ripen fo foon upon it
as upon them. The foil of that haugh is not depofited upon
a ftratum of gravel, but of mofs, which probably imbibes
she water of the river, and communicates an uncommon dee

gree of moifture to the fuperincumbent mud.
~ The mode of farming is not very different from what it
was 20 or 30 years ago. Men are naturally attached to old
guftoms ; and it requires fome timc,_ and repeated obfervae
tion,

L3
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tion, to be convinced of the’ propriety of cha.ngmg them for
new ones. Improvements in agriculture, however, when real
and lafting, are gradually communicated and adopted. The
attentive farmer fees it to be hid intereft to imitate the prac-
tice of thofe of his neighbours who turn their lands to better
sccount ; and he learns, by expérience, to follow that plan’
which is beft fuited to the foil and climate of his own grounds.
There are feveral very judicious farmers in this parifh and-
its neighbourhood, who have introduced many fubftantial im<
provements, and whofe example will have its proper ‘mfluence
upon otbers. ' It is ftill, however, the pradice with miny to
lay all their dung uponthe croft-land, except what the out-
field may receive by folding, or in the courfe of pafture; to’
take 2 crops of oats, and 1 of Barley (or beer) *' from th.
former, and 3 or 4 .ctops of oats rrnning from the latter § ;
and to lay out their ground without fowing asy grafs-feeds,
Too little attention, likewile, is paid to the kifling of quicka
grafs and other noxioud weéeds. A great part of the lands
here is well adapted to thé cultiré of turnip and’ potatoes.
This has been carried dn, for fomhe years, to 3 fmall extent ;
aud the good effells of it, in cleaning the ground, and pre
paring it for barley and grafs-feeds, ought to render it more
prevalent, The turnip are employed in feeding milchecows;
once, or, at moft, twice a-day, upog tlfg fuding of the pafs
ture grafs after harveft. When given oftener, they impart 2
difagreeable tafte 1o the milk and butter: but this may be,
in a great meafure, prevented, by ‘mixing " with the milk,
when it is put warm into the veflels, a fmall quannty of falt-
petre difiolved in water. They are, likewife, very ufefully
employed in rearing young black cattle, and in fattening for
Vou. XII. E the

® Barisy is the name vfually given to s better kind of grain that is not mucly
fown in this higher part of the country ; and the inferior fort that is more ge.
perally cultivated, is called deer or rough beer.
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the butcher ; but fo {mall a quantity has hitherto been raifed:
here, that little attention has been paid to the laft of thefe
objells, .though, in other places, it has juftly been reckoned
a very important.one. The potatoes are either confumed at
home, or fent to Lanark, where they bring from §s. to 6s.
the boll, They are found to he an excellent food both for
horfes and black cattle. Formerly they were almoft yniver,
fally planted with the foot-dibble ; but this work is now ges
nerally done with the plough, in the drill-way. The baugh-
ground js generally ploughed 3, and fometimeg 4 years, for
oats, and then allowed to lie as long in natyra) grafs. Ufual.
1y i gety no other manure but what it recgives from the cate
e in paftyring, or from the mpd or {lime, which is left upon
;t by the inundations of the river. Saqme very fuccefsful ex,
ts were lately made by manuring a part of it with

dung and lime. The crops were greatly improved by this
gew treatment. Excellent wheat and harley have been raifed
ypon it. Peafe are reckoned a precarious crop, in this part
of the coungry ; yet they gre fometimes fown, with gdvan.
tage, upon tharp and clayey grounds. Besps ase feldom plant-
ed, and only in particglyr {pots of righ clayey land. Flax
thrives well ip many places of the parifh. It is common to
have 4, and even § flones of {cutched lint from a peck. It
is not, however, of fuch s ﬁne quality ag in the Jower parts
of the coynty; and it is Juﬂly reckoned a fevere crop. Se-
veral ploughs, made after the mode] of Mr. Small’s, and
drm by 3 horfes, are nqy ufed here. They are found ta
be well adapted to the foil of the haughs, and to sll ground
that is free of flones. In coarfe gnd ftony land, the commaon
’bngh is found to anfwer better. The numb¢r of farms may
Be reckoned 16 befides {mall poﬂ'eﬂions but one of thefe is:
tented by a farmer who lives in a neighbouring parith ; and
‘wnother was lately thrown into grafs. The principal crops
. aré
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4te oats, barley or beer, atid potatoes. Of oats, the beft croft

~

land may be reckoned to yicld from 8 to 13 bolls (Linlithgow
meafure) the acre ; the haugh or holm ground from 3 to §
bolls ; and the other outfield ground from 2 to . * An acre
of batley (What is here called beer) gives from 8 to x3  bolls,
of land that has been properly cleared of weeds, and other-
wife prepareil; of the foul land, from 6 to g bolls. From
40 to 8% bolls of potatdes, planted generally without dung

_upon the ¢roft-land, is reckoned a good return from the acre.

The produce of an acre of peafe varies from 2 to 8 bolls.

. Whest has been tried with fome advantage, in @ favourable

feafon ; but the fituation of the ground feems to be too high,
and the frofts too fevere, to allow its being cultivated to any
great extent. The fowing of grafs-feeds has increafed of
late; and the good crops of hay that have been produced, give .
reafon to hope that a ftill greater proportion of land will be

employed in this manner. Two crops of hay have generally

been taken from the fmall fields that were leid downi with

fown grals, after which they were paftured for 3 or 3 years:

But a fpecies of rye-grafs has lately got into the country,

which continues only for 1 year, and which often difconcerts

this plan. Many of the farms here are remarkable for proa

ducing good butter and cheefe ; and perhaps there is not =

greater quantity produced from the fame extent of ground in

any place of this country. The pafture on the haughs is un-

doubtedly very rich : and much attention is paid both to the

breed of the cows, and management of their milk.

The horfes are of s large fize, and very fit for draught. A
few are annually fold, at good prices. The number of work-
horfes may be reckoned about go; and of young horfes 44.
That of the black cattle, of all ages, 366; and that of Yheep
sbout 450. Thefe numbers may vary a little occafionally.
The valued rent of the parith is z57c1. 8d. Scats. The real

Ea v Tent
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Fent may be nearly gool. .Steriing. The yearly rent of am
acre of arable ground may be reckoned from 35s. dowa to gs.,”

sccording to its quality *.

Population.—The return to Dr. Webfter in 1755, was 330,
There is reafon tg think ‘that the number of inhabitants has
decreafed fince the beginning of the current century. It ap.
pears, from an oid regifter, that the average number of bap-
tifms in a year was then 115. About 3o years agoit was 9:
and, for 12 years paft, it has been nearly 82. . The account
which the oldeft perfgns give of the ftate of the parifh in their
youth, fupports this conjeure. The farms, by being in.
creafed in fize, have decreafed in number ; and many cotta-
ges have been demolithed. In 1780, when an exad lift was
taken, the total number was 409 : At the prefent time (May
3792), it is anly 386. Of this number of perfons there are,

Under 10 years of gge, g4  Of whom there are,

From 10 to 30, - 87  Males, - - 180

200 50, .- 144 Females, - - 306

~— §0to}0, . - 44 o
_Aboveze, - - 17

The number of families is 77 ; the average number of per.
fons in a family, therefore, is 5. In the village, which cons
. . taing

® Price of Labous, t'c.~The wages of fervants and day-labourers have
tifen confiderably of late, from the great encouragement that has been givent
& the iron-foundery in the meighbauring parith of Carnwath, at the cotton-,
manufature near hnark and other great works, For particulars, fee the ace
count of the neighbouting parifh of Libberton. The demolithing of the cot-
tages may juftly be reckoned one great caufe of the increafed price of labour,
jo this part of the country, By this the number of hands has been diminithed;,
whil#t, from other caufes, the demand for them has become greater.,

3
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tains 26 families, and I10 perfons, it is abont 47: Inthe
country parifh, which includes 276,perfons, who refide in 51
feparate houfes, it is nearly si. This difference arifes from
the numerous families of fome of the farmers, who live in
the country part of the parith. The number of marzied per-
fons is 84 ; that of widowess and widows x8.

The great part of the people are employed in farming, or
in occupations relative to it. At prefent, the number of pro. '
fefled farmers, or of fuch as may be faid to live by this bufi.
nefs, is only 14 ; and of thefe fome poffefs but fmall farms.
The fervants which they ufually employ, are about 60. But
- befides thefe, there id a confiderable number of perfons who

- have fmall pofleffions of land, and who follow, at the fame

time, fome other employment. There are, ikewife, a few
tradefmen, fuch a9 are ufvally employed in the country;
wrights, mafons, weavers, sad fhoexnakers. Of thefe the
weavers are the moft nymerous, amounting, with journey.
men and apprentices, to II or 12. Some of them are em.
ployed in the cotton magufedure, and ufe the fly-thuttle,
The inhabitants are generally healthy; and many attain to a
great age. Very lately there were §, and ftill there are 4 per-
fons above 80 years ; 2 of them near to 87. A fewyears ago,
a man died about the age of 92, who had been bred a mafon,
and had refided in this parifhtill a fhort time before his death,
He was fo ftout and healthy, at the age of 86, that he was
‘ahle to work, for fome timeg at his particular occupation.
The health and longevity of the people may be owing, in
fome degree, to thetir being much employed in the open sir.
~ Stomach complaints, however, rheumatifm, and confumptions,
" gre not unfrequent ; and the {mall-pox and meafles carry off
a number of the young. Inoculation for the fmall.pox has
not yet becom¢ general, though it has been very fuccefsful
wherever it was tried. ‘The houfes in the village, and over

- great
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great part of the parith, are generslly pretty neat asid contl.
modious. This muft contribute to the health, as tell as to

the comfort of the inhabitants.

- [Poor.—The number of poor has been very fmall, for feve-
- 7al years paft. . This has been owing, among other caufes,’
to the care taken by the kirk-feflion to give a little aid be-
times, to thofe that were likely to fall into neceffitous cir-
cumftances; and thus, to prevent their coming upon the poor’s
lift. It is too often found thaf many of thofe, who are acenf-
tomed. to & regular fupply, become idle and improvident. By
lofing their fenfe of independence, they lofe regard to cha-
raler. The mannes of fupporting the poor, in this part-of
- Great Britain, though it be well calculated to check thefe
- evils, cannot dltogether prevent them. When a fmall affift-
ance, feafonably adminiftered, will enable a poor man to con-
tinue his occupation, and to earn his bread for many years,
it is certainly much better to afford it, than, by allowing him
to fink into extreme poverty and wretchednefs, to be obliged
to admit him as a conftant penfioner. The price of meal was
fo much raifed in confequence of the great froft in harveft
1783, that it was thought neceffary to give fome temporary
affiftance to & number of the poorer clafs of people in this
parith. Meal, and beef (which was then-cheaper then meal)
were fold to them confiderably below the market price, till,
by the next plentiful harveft, provifions were' brought down
to their ordinary rate. The fame plan, to afmaller extent,
was adopted in the end of 1784, another hard year : and, by
thefe means, the diftrefs, in which feveral induftrious perfons
muft have been involved, was prevented. The annual intereft
of 40 1. of ftock, together with the ordinary colle®ions, mort-~
cloth-money, &c. has hitherto ‘been fufficient for the fupport

of the poor. ‘ . L
Chwrch,
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Chsrch, School, Heritore, 8&c.—The church is faid to have.
‘been built towards the end of the laft century. The date 1698
i found on the bell-houfe. The ftipend confifts of 8o bolls
of meal, a1 of bear, and 7L money. The Earl of Hyndford
is patron. The glebe contains about 8 acres, part of which
is very good land. . The manfe was built in 19711 ; but has.
been repaired at different times.—There is a good heufe for
the {chool and fehoojmatter, and 2 {mall garden. His falary,
including the anoual produce of a mortification, is gl. 11s. 8d.-
The number of fcholars is about 3a.—There are only three
heritors, none of whom refide ip the parith. The far greater.
part of the lands belogge to the Earl of Hyndford. ‘

MAntiguities—In the confines of the parith on the S., andt
on the high moorith ground formerly mentioned, the veftiges:
of a large vamp, or fortified ftation, are flill very vifible. It
contains about 6 acres, which form an irregular figure, ap.
proaching to that of a circplar area. The wall feems to have
been very thick and high, and to have been compofed chiefly
of coarfe ftones, many of them a kind of flag, colle@ed, pro-
bably, from the adjoining grounds ; but there is no appear-
ance of mortar or cement. - It is fituated upon the fide of &
deep mofs, within which, at a little diftance, are the remasins
of a fmall fort, fcarcely including a rood of ground, which has.
evidently been conne@ed with the large one by & paflage
made through the mofs. The figure of this {mall fortification
is likewife round, and the wall of it has been built with the
fame kind of flones. The large camp includes feveral {prings
of excellent water. Some urns were found, under the ruins
of the wall, a grest many years ago, by fome people that
were digging out the larger flones, for the purpofe of build«
ing. They were each of them enclofed within four coarfe
flag ftones, fet on-edge, and covered with one laid flat. The

fpace
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fpace included by thefe flag: was filled to a confiderable depeh, -
with a fine whitith fand, among which the urn was ftanding
in an inverted pofition. Upon removing the urn, fornething
of a foft flimy nature was found upon the fand, which, pro.
bably, might be the athes of human: bones. A large urn,
{furrounded with five {mall ones, was found in the bottom of
a cairn of ftenes, about a quarter of 2 mile diftant, and enclofed
in a fimilar mapner. This large camp has two {maller ones
in its view ; one of thegr to the nnrth weftward, upon the
highet top of the hill, and the other to the fouth eaftward, on
the top of a little hill in Covington parith, each about the
diftance of half a mile. The fitft of thefe appears to have
been furrounded with two walls, between which there has

Yeen a deep ditch. The walls have been built of large rough
" flones, fuch as are found wupon the hill. A vaft number of
them ftill remain upon the place. This fortificatiof has like-
wife been of 2 roundith figure,

On the top of a little rifing ground, about half a mile W.
from the village, there has ftood one of thofe long ftones
which are known by the name of Croffes. It ftill lies near
the place, and a focket of flone remains, in which it is faid
to have been fixed. From this place, which is connefted
with the plantations of Weftraw, thete s a delightful view of
the houfe and enclofures of Carftairs, on the oppofite fide of
the river. ]

- The houfe of Weftraw, or Weflerhell, (as it is fometimes
fpelt in old writings), is probably ancjent; but it has under-
gone fo many alterations, that it has loft, in x great meafure,
the appesrance of antiquity. The lands of Wefterhall were
given to Sir Adam Johnfton of that ilk, in the time of James
11. King of Scotland, in reward of his loyalty, and, in parti-
cular, for his a&ivity in {appreffing the rebellion of the Earl
of Douglas. (Vide Crawford’s Peerage.) It is probable

that
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that when thele lands in Lanarkfhire were alicnated, the famg
wame Was baftawed uwpan a part of the eftate in Apaandale,
in oxder to keep up the mgmary of this event, The prefent
Sir James Johnfton of Wefterhall is a defcendant of this fae
mily. There have been feveral athex ald houfes of fome note
in the parifk, of whieh fome arg in tuins, and others entirely
demolithed. One of thefe was at Glowhurn, in which the firft
sea ufed in this country is feid to have been drunk towards
the ced of laft cemturg. Jt had been brought from Holland,
according to the tradision, hy Sir Andrew Kennedy, who was
then propyigtar of that part of the parifh; and who, being
Lard Coafetvator of the Scets Privileges at Campvere, had
Fesciver] it as & prefent from the DQuich #aft Indja Company.

- Mifivllaneons Olferuations~The cuftom of thislage to wills
Rill prewaits in this past of the country : hut there is fomo-
hing fingulax ip the fiate of this parifh in that refpe@. A
few anly of the farms ave thirled (or boyind to grind carn) ap
the mill within. the parifh; the gveat part are thirled to. that
of Carmichael. It is but a little more diftant than the other,
and the multure is only one half.— A confiderable quantity of
meal, as well as of butter and cheefe, is ufually fent to mar-
ket from this parith, Formerly it was the praice to fend
the meal to Carluke, or farther, in its way to ‘Glafgow. * Of
late a great part of it has been fold at Lanark, where the de-
mand was much increafed fince the ere@tion of Mr. Dale’s
cotton-works.~—The moorith and high grounds in the parith
might be rendered of greater value, and the country much
beautified, by large clumps and belts of plantations. The great
Zife in the price of wood is another motive to this improve-
ment. Within the talt 40 years, the price of hard wood has
been doubled, and that of fir quadrupled. The large fize, and
thriving ftate of the larches at Weftraw, feem to recommend

Vor. XII. F this
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this kind of trees in particular.—The fuel generally ufed in
the parith is coal, and a few peats, which are brought from
the other fidg of the river. “The coal is moftly brought from
Ponfeigh, which 'is near 7 miles diftant from the village.
The roads have beén greatly mended within the laft 20 years;
" but the materials are gewerally foft, which renders frequent
repairs’ neceffiry. Some of the crofs roads are very bad.
The flatute-labour is converted into money, and amounts to
about 12 1. a-year. This fum, judiciouﬂy laid out, will foon
accommodate the parifh better in this important réfpe@. The
-people, upon the whole, may be faid to live comfortably in
their ﬁtuanon ‘They are induftrious and fober; and, in ge-
neral, pay a commendable regard to religious inftitutions,
“There has only been one or two feceders in the ‘parith for ma-
ny years paft. There are 3 ale-houfes, which are fo little
» frequented, that the induftry, or morals of the people, do 'not
appear to be, in any confiderable degree, hurt by them.” No
perfon belonging to ‘the parith has béen profecuted” for any
é:apital crime, within the memory ‘of the oldeft inhibitant, .

NUM.
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NUMBER IV.

PARISH or COLDINGHAM,

(Cow'rr oF Berwick, SYnop of MERsE axp TIVIOTDALE, °

PRESBYTERY OF Cmnmmz)

By Jorn Rentow; Efg. of Cheflerbani®.

. Exteni, Smfac:, &c,

HIS parifh is the largeft of any in this country, Imt not

of the greateft value, as it melndes 2 COImmon moors

which contains abové 660 Englith scrcs, of a very poor qué- v

lity. There is no map of - this- parith. In fome parts, it is

between 6 and 7 miles in length, and .as much in breadth, -

and is of a very irregular figure. The appearance of this pa-
tith is rather flat, there being no high hills in it, but a gredt

proportion of rifing grounds, of eafy afcent, and gengle declivi- -
ty, which .aré, with a few exceptions, all acceflible by the -

plough, and which, as well as the valleys and plain ground,
are of a fertlle foil, exocptmg the heights about’ St. Abb’s
F 3 Head,

® The parifh_of Coldingham beirig at profent vacaaty the Statiftical Accouat
of that diftri was very obligingly undertaken by Mr. Reaton.

A
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Head, and other leffer parcels, which are bare and rocky, and
part of the farms upon the edges of the common moor, which
are of a eparfe and cold foil, and excepting alfo the far great-
eft part of that moor itfelf, which, in its natural ftate, produ-
ces nothing but heath on the ‘dry parts, and bent, and the
coarfeft fort of gfals oh the fwampy wettith parts. This
great common was, about 20 years ago, divided by the Court
"of Seflion among the heritors having intereft therein, after .
anvich Iixigation, wrid at the expeife of 1500 1. 2nd upwwrds,;
confiderable improvements, by endlofing, draining, and lim-
g, have been made thereon, by feveral of the heritors. But
it is believed few of them will find thofe improvements tura
. out to theitadvantage, as tire foil i, in Mol parw, thin, mar-
thy, and of the mofly kind, and the bottom of a tough, cold .
bluith clay. The general opinion feems to be, that the beft
ufc that Tt Tan bé turned to, is by planting it. There are fe-
veral peat moffes in this extenfive moor ; but few of the peats
are of the black hard kind : they are generally of a brownifh
colour, foft and porous, andburn away in a blaze, are fitter
Jor kmdlmg than lafting fires, aad as fuch they are now com-
monly ufed. The mofles themfelves being much worn aut,
‘the digging and drying the pcats has become more difficalt
and expenlive, and t‘}ey arc now, from different caufes, ina’
good meafure, deferted, although peats and turfs were ‘the
iprmcppal fuel ufed in this parifh from the earlieft times ; .and
tthis accounts for the barrennefs and fterility of the moor, as
_the furface muft have been repeatedly paired and carried off
by the inhabitants, i'n the courfe of many ages.

 River, Fib, Sea-Coaf, &é.—The water of Eye, is the
only water worth mentioning in shis parifh, it rifes in the pa-
rith of Cockburnfpath, very near the weft boundary of this
parilb, and has -its courfe through this and the parih of Ay-

‘ . tog,
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¢on, ¥nd Tuns into the fex at Eyemouth. o fhis water there
‘are plenty of trouts of excellent quality, geherally fmall :
there are indeed {ome pretty large, from 16 to 24 inches in
length, but none of the true falmon kind. There is alfo s
beautifual lake of water, about a mile welt of St. Abb’s Head,
cafled Coldingham Logh. It is of a triangular figure, sbout
-2 mile in circomferen¢e, and faid to be feveral fathoms deep
-in fome parts : the whter is cleat, and muft be produced from
. fprings, as there are no burns that run into it, and akthough
it has no vifibje outlet, the depth always appears to be the
dame, The only fith in it, are the perch from § to 8 inches
Tong, compal and firm in appearance, but dry eating. This
Yske appeats. to be well fuited for a pleafure-boat, but there
is none on it at prefent. It is fituated many fathems above
the level of the fea. The extent of the fea-coaft, in this pa-
" rith, s abom 6 mil¢s from Eyemouth parith to that of Cock-
burnfpath, and upon this part of the coaft, the promontory
of St. Abb’s Head is fitnated, about which, and on the weft-
ward of it, the thore is dangerous and inacceffible, except at
Lunrfden fhore, at which there are feveral fithing boats,
and, on the eaftward of St. Abb’s Head, a confiderable part
of the fhore is fmooth and of eafy accefs, particularly at Cold-
ingham fands, and the farm of Northfield, where there are
-aHo feveral fihing boats: but there is no harbour for fhips in
this parifh ; the only harbour in Berwickfhire being at Eyc-
mouth, the beft and moft acceflible of any between Holy
.1fland and Leith. There is « fine bay between St. Abb's
Head and the fort of Eyemouth, in which thips bound fer
Eyemouth caft anchor and wait the time of tide for going
into the harbour, Great plenty of fith are caught in the fea,
-on this part of the coaft, fuch as haddocks, whitings, cod,
“and ling; lobfters, crabs, and other fhelil fith; turbot, tkate,
acd herrings, all of excellent qualities, which, after fupply-

g
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ing the people in this neighbourhood, are carried to Duafe,
Kelfo, &«., and a great past are carried to Edinburgh. The
haddocks have almoft deferted this coaft for thefe 2 or 3 years,
but the cod and ling are more plentiful, and of better quality
than formerly. The difference between the higheft and lows
eft tides, on this fhore, is about 20 feet ; and there are great
quantities of fea-weed, commonly called fea-ware, thrown
athore here, the coarfer part of which is carried off with
avidity, and applied as manure to the land near the fhore.
The finer parts are manufa&ured into kelp, and produce from
30 to 40 tons yearly. The greateft part of this finer fort,
grows upon the rocks fituated between the high and low wa-
ter-marks, and is cut and manufaured into kelp only once
in 3 years.

Town of Coldingbam.—The town of Coldingham appears
to have been of very high antiquity ; for the monaftery was
.one of the moft ancient and flourithing on the eaft of Scote
land, and previous to the confecration of the famous St. Cuthe
bert, the bithop of Lindisferne, i. ¢. Holy Ifland, which was
performed in the Cathedral of York, in the year 685. This
monaftery, then a famous and ftately edifice, was confumed
aad burnt*. The town of Coldingham ftands in a fnug dry

valley,

# It is faid (Sir D. Dalrymple’s Annals, vol. L p. 48.) to bave been rebuilt
by King Edgar, in-the year 1c98, and that at its confecration to the Virgin, he
aflited in perfon, when it was conftituted into a priory of Benedictines, to which
8 colony of Mooks from Durham were introduced ; and that for feveral fucceed.
ing generations, it contioued to depend upon the convent of Durbam; that
K. Edgar ordered a houfe to be built for himfelf, at a fmall diftance from the
church (part of the walls of which boufe are ftill to be feen, and are called Ed.
gar’s walls'at this day); and befides this manfion-hounfe, he beftowed on the
priory, the lands of Auld Cambus, Lamfden, Renton, Swinewood, Fairneyfide,
the 2 Aytons, Prendergueft, and Grainfmoutb, all pluces in the neighbourhood,

: - ) aud
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valley, having a fmall rivulet of excellent water .running
upon each fide of it, and is about a mile diftant from the fea.
It is futrounded with rifing fields of gentle afcent, all of ex-
cellent quality ; but there are no profpes from the town be«
yond half _é mile’s diftance. It appears from old writings,
and by parts of the foundations of old buildings, that feveral
of the crofts about the town, now arable, had been anciently

" the fites of houfes and gardens. It muft, therefore, have been

much more populows” then it is at prefent®. Before the coma
mon moor was divided; this town was dull and unpleafant, in
appearance, asall the houfes were covered with turfs and
divots from that moor. Alb the inhabitants were averfe to
the divifion, hecaufe they forefaw, that this fervitude, and
that of the peats and turfs for fuel, would be much cone
' - fined.
P .

and at pnfent'known by the fame names; as alfo, the lands of Swinton, and 24
beafts for tdlmg them ; and likewife the lands of Paxton, Fithwick, and all the
lands adjoining to_the latter, lying between Harnden and Knabton, places of
great extent and value on the banks of the river Tweed, and fill called by the
{ame names ; and that be ‘alfo gave to this church, the {ame privileges which
were at that time-;wﬂ'eﬁed by Holy Ifland and Norham;- viz. 37 days to all who
fed thither, and balf a merk of filver to the Monks of Coldingham from every
plovgh in Coldxpglnm fhore, for which the ‘poffefiors of thcfe lands voluntarily
fubmitted and engaged for its punétual payment.

# The prior refided here with all his train and dependents; snd the charch
and other buildings about it were extenfive and magnificent, but are all now in
umplete ruins, except the prefent kirk, which is dark within, and thabby with-
put The revenue of this priory muft have been very confiderable ; for, befides
‘the temponl lands which belonged to it, théy had right to the diawn teinds of
a3 parithes.  After the general annexation, this priory was ereéted into a tem-
poral lordfhip in favosr of Johm Stuart, a patural fon or grandfon of K.
Jpmes the sth, Ir{eems he had fold a great part of the lands and teinds, and
the remainder were carried off by the Earls of Heme, by decreets ‘of apprifing
and other Ipgal dnhgeoces. They have been long in poffeffion, and partly by
voluntary, and partly in corfequence of decreets of valuation and fals, have
Yold the fubjeéts adjudged, at leaft the far greateft part of them, but have &ill
fight to the feu-duties of a great number of feuars and beritoss.

a
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fined. ‘But in place of their being {uffereys by the divifian,
it has turned out mueh to their adwantage, for great numbers
of them were employed all the fummer time in diggiag ang
prepaniag peats aad tyrfs; hut after they were, in a great
meafnre, reftrited from that fervitude, they found more
profitable émploymment, from the {pirit of improvements which
#ad became genera!, and were foon able to get coals for theig
focl: and they are now in 3 more thriving condition ig
every n{pc&, than they emjoyed hefore the divifion ;- for,
fince thet period, they have not only built 2 good many new
. heufes, which they bave covesed with tiles, and fome with
‘blue flates, but they have rebuilt feveral of the old haufes
and covered them with this fort of cayering; gud the tawn
has now.a more Jively and cheesfy] appearance, and their
wealth and population are vifibly increafing. The number
of fouls in this town, at prefent, is 718, whereof 317 are
males, and 4c1 females,

- Populetion.—According to Dr. Weblter’s report, the nym-
. ber of fouls then, was 2313. By an accyrate it made out
in the year 1991, the heads of families in this pasith are 529;
the number of fouls 2391, of whom 1136 are males, and 125§
females. There were 643 under 30 years; 502 between 10
dnd 20; 988 between a0 and §q; 213 between 50 and j0;
and 95 between 70 and 100. By the feflion-clerk’s attefta~
tion, it appears, that from the 1ft of January 1790 to 1t Ja-
BUALY 1793, there have been 133 baptifms, 70 deaths, and
4r marrisges : That the Mlcfments laid on by the heritors,
for the paupers, have been at the rate of 4 moaths land-tax,
communibus annis, for thefe laft 3 years, or 69l. 3. 4 d. Ster
ling yearly, exclufive of the colletions at the church doors ;
and the anmbers of the poor are increafing, which may be
afcribed to the too common ufe of tea, and the immoderate
. : - afe
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ufe of whifky. There is not a fingle furgeonia this parith.
The people in general are moderate and healthy ; few agues
of late years ; fevers and confumptions are the ordinary fatal
difeafes here, efpecially to young women. Few of the com-
mon peoplg will allow inoculation ; they fay it is an encroach.
ment upon the prerogative of providence; and it is in vain to
tell them, that prudence is the gift of providence, and that it
s their indifpenfible duty to ufe every prudential and ap,-
proved means to {ave the lives of their children.

Stipend, Heritors, &c.—The Grown is patron. The manfe
und offices are in good repair, and the kirk was divided a-
mong the heritors, new feated and repaired about 20. years
@o. The glebe and the garden are among . the beft in this
prelbytery. The ftipend, which, by a procefs of augmenta«
tion in 1739, was converted into money, is 881. 13s.; and
the minifter has right to the teinds of the 7 fithing boats in
this parith, for which the laft incumbent accepted of 20s.
yearly for each of thofe boats. By the converfion of the
vi@ual ftipend in 1739, into money, the minifter thought
himfelf a confiderable {ufferer. By the land-tax or cefs-roll
of this county, it appears there are 63 heritors, great and
{mall, in this parifh, and that oor montbly cefs is 2081, as.
Scots ; that 1 L. 12s. Scots, or 2s. 8d. Sterling of monthly
cefs, is equal to 1co], Scots of valued rent, being the quali-
fication of a commiffioner of fupply ; and that there are only
19 of thefe G heritars, whofe valued rent amounts to that qua-
lification. None of the heritors whofe real rent exceeds 400l.
Sterling, refide within the parifh; and almoft all the fmaller
heritors pofle(s their owh lands. Some of them are in eafy cir=
tumftances, owers not. Withia thefe 40 years, the full balf
of the lands in this parith bave been fold by their former
proprietors, and have always met with ready purchafers; and

Vor. XII, G the
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the i'cn_ts, as well as the price of land hére, aré fill ad-
vancing. '

Agriculture~Before the fpirit of improving land began to
dppear here, there were 3 confiderable villages Hefides the
town of Coldinghim, viz. Renton, Auchencraw, and the 2
Preftons ; but fince that, the heritors have built good farm-
fteadings upon the moft centrical parts of their outfields.
Hence, the villages of Renton and Eaft Prefton, have difap-
peared, and Auchencraw and Weft Prefton have dwindled to
Iefs than the half of what they were before that period. There
are above 60 farms in this parifh, befides the acres that lie
aroind the town of Coldingham. The rents of the farms
are from 201, to 500l. and upwards. Several of the heri-
tors who poflefs theit own properties, ‘as well as our princi-
pal farmers, are inferior to none in induftry and fkill for the
improvement and managerhent of land to the beft advantage *.
) ‘ © Somd

- & Previous to the year 1960, almoft the whole farms in this and the neigh-
bouring parifhes were laboured and cropt in the following manner, via. about
éne-fourth of the arable land as infield, and the other three-fourths as outfield ;
but for the Better underftanding that mode of cropping and management, fup-

. pofe a farm confifting of 400 acres of arable Jand (befides meadow and marthy
ground unfit for tillage) to have been let, the tenant became bound by the
leafe to fallow and dung one-fifth part of the ipfield yearly, and not to take
above % cmi)s thereof between fallowings, one of which to be barley, and an-
Sther s peafe crop, and fo‘on through the courfe of the tack : and with refpeét
" to the outfield, he was allowed to have 6nly one:third part of it in corn, in any
gne year, which third he was obliged to fallow, and to give it 3 or more plough-
ings between Whitfunday and the enfuing feed time ; and after taking 3 cropsof
oats off it fixcceﬂively, he was obliged to allow it to lie in ley for 6 years before
it was again riven out #nd fallowed, and fo on with the other two-thirds of the
outfield, until the expiration of his tack. By that mode of management, the
#and was fo much wafted and worn out, that the fourth crop'of the infield,
and the third from the outfield, frequently did not produce the double of the
feed ; and the only pafture fuch a farmer had for fupporting his ftocking of
horfes,
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Some years prior to 1760, a few individuals, of more than
ordinary peoetration and difcernment, baving difcovered the
mighty effe@s of lime in Northumberland, they veatured to
make experimentsof its effe@s upon the lands in Berwickthire;
and from their exertions and fuccefs, a {pirit of improvement
hecame general : and in confequence of the great demand for
lime, additional lime-kilns were erefted, both upon this, and
on the other fide of Berwick, and the great quaantities pro-
duced from them, as well as-what was brought in fhips from
Snnc_lgrhnd,.and landed at Eyemouth, have been truly amaz-
ing. Ouyr fagming heritors and frecholders above alluded to,
in this  parith, foon began and carried on the improvementg
of their feveral pofleflions, with equal fpirit and fuccefs. They
foon difcovered the inefficacy and impropriety of their former
mode of cropping, and relinquithed it unanimoufly; and, in
place thereof, adopted a quite new apd different fyftem. They
hegan it by fallowing apd cleaniog all their old infield, and
then fowing upoa it barley or oats, and red and white clover,
with a {mall mixturg of rye-grafs ; fome of them did, and o-
thers did pot lay their muck wupon that fallow : becaufe old
inficld, even when it appears to be worn out and wafted by
oosi. crops, will produce luxugiant crops of, clover and ryee
grafs, without manure ; apd fo it bappened with thofe im-
provers. They did not even beftow any lime upon that old
infield fallow, as lime has bgen found ta have little effe® up-
on old infield ; and it only difcovers its powers upon frefh
lpod. Apd having thus difpofed of their infield, by laying

G2 . it

horfes, black cattle, and fheep, was the poor grafs upon the two-thirds of out-
ficld ley, -and the meadow and marthy fpots in the farm in the fummer and au-
tumn, and dry firaw in winter and fpring. The poor condition in which thefe
animals appeared, in the months of March and April every year, demonftrated
the fcarcity and poor quality ef their food. They were imall, loan, aod very
yeik.
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it off in grals, partly for hay, and partly for pefturage, which
afforded them plenty of meat for their horfes employed in driv
ing lime, and carrying on their improvemets in the next, and
other' years, they then applied their whole firength for ma-
nuring their outfield, at the rate of 4o to so bolls of lime.
thells * to the Englith acre, which, after being fallowed, and.
fo limed, produced three good crops, vit. oats, barley, oats ;
or, oats, peafe, barley. They then fallowed, and, laying all
their muck upon the fillow wéll pulveried, they formed it
into drills, ¥nd fowed turnips on the drills, which were eaten
by their fheep ia the winter, and then ploughed sud fowed it
up with grafs-feeds, in the fame maaner as the infield ; and
fo they went on with the reft of the outfield, and by the end
of 10 or 12 years, their farms were all thus improved, and
were all managed and ctopt thereafter as infield, and in the
following manner, viz. They commonly illowed their fown
up grafs ground to remain in graf for at ledft 3 years, fome
4 or §,and haying and pafturing it ilternately; and after fow-
ing it out fof corn-crops, they took dnly thrée ctops from the
richeft dnd beft parts of thie fatms ; thefe were oats, barley,
oats; or, oats, peafe, wheat, if the land had any tolerable mix-
ture of good cliy in it; an@ they then fallowed it, fowed op.
the turnip-lund with barley, oats, and grafs-féeds, as before,
Tn their middling foil, they took only two crops of corn, oats
and Barley, and thereafter fallow, turnip, barley and grafs.
feeds; and in the weakeft and lighteft of their foil, they only
took one crop of oats, and then Rllow, tumip, barley, and
grafs-feeds ; and in this fecond courfe they alfo gave it ano~
ther liming of 25 to 30 bolls lime-fhells the acre, and com-
mouly with the fecand crop of the firongeft and middling foils ;

and

- @ Qur holl of Lime is 4 buthels or half a quarter. 'I"hepricc.of'whiisim,-
ported at Eyemouth, is 1s. 2d. the boll; and that brought from beyond Ber.
wick is 8d., befides the carriage.
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and their whole dung and folzie was slways beftowed aa the
turnip fallow. '

Their chief obje is to have the lands laid dowrr into grafs
in good heart, and it will improve every year, if paftured with
fheep; and after a farm is improvéd, in manser above writ.
tén, our fairmérs have never lefs than balf of it in grafs, and
fome of theth two-thirds; becanfe they find that fuch rickh
gtafs fields bring them as much profit as their corh feids do.
I fo, the Mnds muft be in the hight# condition, 4ad mey be
Kept fo by prudent mdnagement, at ao confidersble expenfe.
It is by too ihany cotn crops, and too fréqient ctops of tuy,
that Jands dfe deteriorated, to prevent which fliould be the
chiéf atténtioti of landlords and thel managers. No fenfible
honeft farmer will ever attempt t injuré or run owe his farm
by fceurging crops, towards the end of hik tack ; and no ca.
pricious feol will ever find fuch difhotieft means proficable.
By departing froib the old, and ndopting this new fgfiem of
management, our farmers have reaped profits equal to their
expeQations ; their coro fields have been far more produ&tive,
and their focking of all kiods bring them more than triple
the ptices they were fold at, befere their farms were fo ime
pioved. Of late years, they have fold their hogs at or above
20 8. a-head; their two-years old from 2§s.tb 30s.; and
theit older ftheep between 39 s. and 405., and fome at higher
prices. INO pwins nor expenfes have been fpared to procure
the breed both of black cattle and fheep ftreft for their feves
ral paftures. In fmall farms, where theré are no fheep; the
tenants let their turnip crops from 2 1. to 4 1. the acre. The
turnip belenging to the greater farmers are caten by their
own fheep. Our beft landlords have no feruple to let their
farms to good farmers for 2§ to 31 years, where the farms
are not improved ; and indeed no tenant will take a leafe of
#oy fhorter durstion, where he has the farm to improve at his

: °wR
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osvn expenfe. Many of the landlords allow the incoming te-
nants a confiderable deducion from the yearly rent, for byy-
ing lime for afliRing them in their improvement *. '

. Manufaliures.—We hgve few mgnufa@ures in this perifh,
awing to our-diftance from gollieries.  Bug although onr coals
are dearer, qur grain is cheaper by 18d.orz 5.3 boll; tliaq
it is aboyt (ylafgow and Paifley. Our fupernumerary young
men go;partly to England, and partly to Edinburgh, and o-
ther populous towns in Sgotland, in guel of employment.
Very few of them relith either the failor or foldier’s way of
life. Owr young women are, for the moft part, employed in
fpinning, of which they make very fmal] wages, got exceed,
iog 2 5. a-weeks It is faid that fyndry mavufa&turers in E-
dinburgh, and other places, have of late years fént them quan-
tities of lint to fpin here, which they return in yarn; and that
this employment increafes every year., Our handicraftimen

' : and

# The yearly gains or wages of a fingle hind in this parith, are 1o bolls oats,
2 bolls barley, 1 boll peafe, & houfe and a fmall kail yard, a cow’s meat, land
for fowing a firlot of potatoes, the carriage of 3 or 4 certs coals, from 20s. to
30s. for thoep-money, their viGuals while working at hay, or in harveft; his
wife reaps in harvett for the houfe, and fhe and her bairns, that can work, get
from 3d. to 6d. a-day, for weeding turnips and potatoes, and for gathering and
carrying off ftones from the fown grafs grounds. The lotmen or threfhers of cor,
get the 25th boll in name of wages; fome farmers give them a bottle of fmall.
beer at a certain hour of the day, which js very neceflary, and it enlivens them
much. A ploughman or carter who lives in the farmer’s houfe, gets from 61
to 7L yearly : a day-labourer gets 10d. in winter, and 1s. the reft of the year,
winter being reckoned at 4 months : mafons and wrights from 16d. to 20d. a.
day : the other tradefmen are commonly paid for piece work : & maid fervant
gets from 3L to 41. a-year. All thefe wages, except the hinds and herds, who
are paid in kind, have been raifed one-third part, at leaft, within thefe latt 40
years. Even the hind’s and herd’s are increafed, by the difference of their cow’s
meat and the fowing ef potataes; fome of them are allowed to fow 2 peckora
half of lintfeed, and every faithful fervant commonly gets fome additional ™
tifications from their mafters and miftreffes.
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and labourers feem to dep-end til;oﬁ the farmers’ for theif fub-
fikence, as they are principally employed by them. There
are, however, about 36 mafter weavers in the parith, who,
befides what they weave for the inhabitants, macufe@ture a
good deal of linen and woollen cloths for fale. Théy are ge-
nerally in eafy circumftances, and fome of them ar€ becoming
rich in that line of life. o T

Profeffons, Manners, &c.—There are feveral thopkeepef
in the town of Coldingham, but none of them deal exten-
fively. No writers or attorneys of influence ; nor is there
one fingle juftice of peace refident in this large parith. No
Papifts, Epifcopals, cr Unitarians. The .effablifhed Pretby-
terian religion is the only manner of wo{'fhip attended to and
profefled here ; there are, however, a few feceders, who at.
‘tend the Burgher and Antiburgher meetings at Ayton. They
tax themfelves with a proportion of the expenfe of building
the meeting-houfes, and the preacher’s ftipend. Thus they
facrifice their money, as toll- dues, for the fafeft or fureft paf-
fage to the regions of complete happinefs in a future ftate.
The generality of the people in this parith are fober, frugal,
and induftrious, plain and decent in their drefs and deport-
ment, and very few of them difcover any defire for fineries,
or expenfive amufements. The only extravagance they are
guilty of is their breakfafting upon tea, in place of pottage,
the conftant morning diet of their more athletic anceftors,
which debilitates them ; (here I do not include the princi-
pal families) and the immoderate ufe of whiky, which toe
many of the lower clafs are guilty of, which deftroys them:
This is owing 'to the cheapnefs of thefe two fuperfluous and
Pemicious articles, which appear to be obje@s more fit for
taxation than coals, candles, leather and foap, which are as
' neceﬁ'sry in the pooreft families, as their meal and milk.
Exports,
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Exports, &c.—The quantities of graio, particularly oats
and barley, for we do not grow much wheat or peafe, as
well as the numbers of black cattle and theep, fold from this
parith, at Eyemouth, Berwick, and to mealmakers, commumibus
asais, are very coafiderable, but cannot be afcertained with
any degree of exaltnefs; and it is impoffible to know the
sumber of quadrupeds, without a fpecial furyey. All roots
and vegetables neceflary for the kitchen are ruifed in great
Plenty in this parith; and we fell & great fhare of our pota-
toes: but there is neither hemp nor lint raifegd here, except by
fome individuals, who raife a little of the latter for their fa.
mily purpofes, and their {ervants foxj theirs ; and all our grain
is commanly got into the barn-yards by Michaelmas Q. S.
except in cold, wet feafons, fuch as the laft, and alfo except-
ing the farms adjoining the common moor: there the corns are
three or four weeks later in ripening than thofe in the warme,
er and more fertile fields. :

Difadvesntages.—The greateft difadvantage peculiar in this
parith, is the diftance and dearth of fuel. Since the diyi-
fion of the common moar, our chief fuel is caals, which we
bripg in carts from the collieries in Northumberland, at the
diftance of 14 miles from the centre of this parith. The Au-
thor of Nature, who plways a&s for good and wife purpofes,
for the general good of the whale creation, hath denied the be-
nefit of coal-mines to every part of the county of Berwick ; at
Jeaft none fuch haye as yet been dilcovered. The legiflatuze, in
fupplement and addition to our want of that neceflary article,
did, in Queen Anne’s days, faddle all water-borne coals that
fhould be lapded at Eyemouth, our only fea-port, with =
duty of 3s. §d. the ton, and at fame time exempted Dunbar,
North Berwick, and all the other ports in the Frith of Forth
from payment of any duty for coals. How far that law can

be
6
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B¢ retorciled-with-eljuity and’ jultice; whith ark; ot ohght to
belthe foundation-of al-laws, cannot be cdfily coneéived.

Birds of Paffage; Sea-Fow!, &c.—There ate only two
binds of paflage, the wbodoock and' the detterel, ever feen:
here ; the firft.freqoents'tlie woods, ahd' are few in numaber j
tlie fecond sppear in vaft numbers on the helghts. They
both- arrive in the fpring; awd are’ feldom feen here after the
thonth-of June. There is alfo a prodigious number of f-a~
fowls, known by theé.nantes of fcomts and’kittywakes; with @
mixture of fescgulls, that arrive in the fpring yearly, upon
the high and inzcceflible rocks on:the fouth fide of St. Abb’s
~ Head: They breed ineredible nbmbers of young ; and about’
the end ef May,: whea the yoang are faid'to be ripe, but bex
fore they can! fly, the genmtlethen® in the neighbourbood find:
exotlent fpirt byr going .out in-boats; end thooting. great num=
.bers of them’; when they are killed or wouandéd, they falk
* .from the rocks-into the fen; and the rowers haul tHem into
their boats. Their eggs are pretty good, but their flefh is ve-
1y bad ; yet the poor people eat them. They leave the rocks
about hatveft ; and none of themi are evér feeii here before the
tiext fpring. Where they go to in wintes, nobody krows.

Antiguities—~There ate the remains of a church; or chiapel
of cufe; on the Heights of Si: Abb’s Head: Patt of the fidea
walls ate fill ftanding apright *

Vou. XII. H Fa

$Tv is fdld that this promémfory got its hame from Lady Ebba, who was
dsughret of orte of the kings of Northambertand, in the time of the héptarchy; -
thut a violent wat having happentd in hes fathet’s dominions; in which he was
defedted, the found it advifable to take refuge in Scottand ; and that according-
I the, accompinied by fome friends and domefties, went to fea in a {mall vefs

#1, bound for fome port in the ¥ith of Portk ; but 2 contrary wind having
fprung
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Faft Caflle is fituated on the banks of the fea, on the N. W.
corner of this parith. It is now in complete ruins. It muft,
from the fteepnefs of the rocks on which it ftood, have been
inacceflible on ali parts,.except by a narrcw neck, or'entry from
the land, of a few feet in breadth. At the date of Gowry’s
confpiracy, it belonged to Logan of Reftalrigg. Every body
knows his fate, or rather that of his family. Several years af-
ter he was in his grave, hc was. tried and condemned, and his
whole eftates were forfeited, and beftowed upoa the then Earl
of Dunbar, for his being engaged in that confpiracy: A fil-*
1y body of the name ot Sprot, a notary in Eyemouth, pro-
duced fome trealoneble letters that pafled between Gowry and
Logan ; and he was rewarded by being hanged at Edinburgh.
crofs. There was a fortalice, or family cafile at Renten, an-
other at Houndwood, one- at Weft Prefton, and one at Eait
Prefton, in which the proprietors of thefe eftatesrefided. They
have been all demolifhed, fincé the commencement of this cen-
tury, and the ftones and- materials applied to other purpofes.

. . - m

fprung, they could not weather the Head, but landed in fome part near it, pro-
bably at Coldingham fands; and being hofpitably received by the bifhop o
prior of Coldingham, fhe was foon appointed Abbefs, or fome fuch dignified
rank in that church, and, from a principle of gratitude, built that chapel as
her own expenfe, after which the promontory was known by the name of -St.
Abb's head. There is alfo 2 tradition, and it even appears in fome part of the
hiftory of thefe times, (which by the by the writer hereof never read), that upon.
an invafion of the Danes, this Lady Ebba, or fome of the fuccceding Abbeﬂ'es;
and her or their nuns of Coldingham, cut off their nofes, for ptéventing their
being vinlated by thele terrible foes. And by way of contrift to that very
fingular mode of preferving their chettity, it is {aid that the Pope, infome of his
charters to this €onvent, indulzed the Monks with the uie of fome females at
certain perieds, ob purgandis renis; and that fome of theie charters are pre-
ferved in the cathedral of Durhzm to this day. And it hasbeen always current-
1y reported and believed here, that all the principal writings and archives of
this priory were carried off and depofited at Durham, fome tisae before the Re-
formation, and alfo fome of their largeit bells,
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The only camp that now appears to have been in this pa-
rifh, is that upon the height ealled Warlaw, on the weftward
of Auchencraw. It is of an oval form, and contains 5 or 6
acres of very poar moor land; but hiftory and tradition are fi-
Jent about it. L ‘

Reads, &c.—Previous ta the year 1772, the roads in this
county were repaired by the flatute-work in kind, but which
was much neglefted; and what part thereof that was performed,
was always done in the moft flovenly and injudicious maoner.
By that time feveral inclofures were made by our improvers,
upon the fides of the highways. Neceflity is the ftrongeft
prompter ; and the geatlemen being fenfible of the continual
trefpaffes that muft happen to their fences, unlefs the roads
were made paffable, they applied for, and obtained an a& of
parlisment for making turnpike roads, and for converting the
flatute-labour into money. . No .turnpikes were, ever ere&ted
~ in confequence of that law, in this parith ; but the ftatute-
work, fo converted, was rigoroufly exalted, and applied un« -
der the dire@ion of the diftri& meetings. The amount of
thefe converfions in this parith, fince 1992, may be about
300, Sterling. The great poft-road leading acrofs the com-
moo moor, naturglly rough, wet, and deep, fwallowed up a
great part of thefe converfions for many years, and a new fe-
parate turnpike a& was thought neceflary, for completing
and upholding the repairs of that great road from Dunglafs.
bridge to Berwick bounds, which was accordingly obtained ;
end at fame time a fine new bridge was built over the Peafe
water, and that whole great poft.raad is now campletely re-
paired. Hence this part of the poft-road, through Berwick-
fhire, which was formerly the worlt and moft dangerous part
of it, between Edinburgh snd London, is now in perfe&
good repair; and the increafe of travellers, efpecially in care

' Ha ' o ‘riages,
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ziages, far exoceis a1l expe&ation ; and oyr Ratgte conwer-
fians, which exceed 140 1. Stesling yeatly, -will, it is beliaved,
.be.fu;ﬂimnt for fotmmg and fopporting all the-other taads 1n
goad cond.mon, under proper management, ‘which hitherts
feems to have been exceptionable.

The greateﬂ: part of the lands in this parilh have been en-
clofed wu:hm thefe {aft thirty years, (nf we eucept the com-
moo moer), gt.nernlly by ditch and hedge, and fome with
,ﬁone-fcncgs and there is litcle do_ubt of the whole being ca-
clofed in a few years hence, (with the above exception).
Tharn hedges thiive well hore, (o do trees of all forts ; but
our artificial plantatioos are few. There are a good many np-
-gunl ‘wopds, near the bead of the water of Eye. They cone
Gt chisfly of ek, bazel, and birch. Some parts of thefe woods
are Jot to tannese, who pedand carry off the bark of the oak
trees, sud fell the timber to farmers. The bm(hwood anq
loppmgs ate hongln for fuel.

NUM.
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NUMBER V.

PARISH or ARBAY o7 S, BATHANS.

{Couxry or Berwick, SrNon or MERSE AND TIvVIOTDALE,
Presarxess.or Dunse)

-

By ihe Rev. Mr. qul SkEm. .

. Py u
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Situatipn, &‘”"o Sail, Climate, 77

HE {maflaefs of this parifh, and its retired fitnation, af-
’ ford but little fcope for ftatiftical inveftigation; being
. fitnated in that moantainqus part of Berwickfhire which
ftretches into the middle of the Lammermoor hills, where the
foil in general is barren, and the country but thinly inhabit~
ed. Tts fornr is irregular ; its greateft extent from E. to W.
. §s about 6 or 7 miles in length, and in fome places its breadth
from S. to N. about 3 miles. The parith in general is hilly,
greater part of which is covered with heath. On the fide of
the water of Whitadder, and the fmall rivalets which run in-
to it, there are, in many places, confiderable tracks of low
lying grounds which are naturally fertile, and which, when
properly cultivated! are capable of producing all kinds of
s ' grain,
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grain, wheat not excepted. Befides the haugh lands, thers
are, in many of the higher paris of the parifh, confiderable
quantities of the land in tillage, the greater part of which
has been improved by linte brought from Eaft Lothian ; and,
in favourable feafons, the farmer commonly finds a very good
return. The foil is light and dry. Though, from the ele~
vated fituation of the parifh, the climate is cold, yet it isin
general healthy, and few difcafes prevail among the inhabis
tants,

River.—The only river in the parith is Whitadder, which
is here a confiderable ftream, being about 15 miles from its
fource, and having received, in its courfe, the river Dye, the
rivulet Moanyndk, and numberlefs other fmaller ones. It
‘abcundg with plenty of trouts, and affords excellent fport to
the angler. Salmon and fea-trout are fometimes foung ig it
in fummer, {though feldom in great quantjties. Prodigious
numbers of them come up during the prolublted months for
fithing, and lodge their fpawn in the channel of the river.
There is but too much reafon to regret, that the inhabitants
deftroy them at that time, 3s it tends both to injure their own
bealth, by making ufe of the fith in the weak apd unhealthy
ftate in which they -then are, and is a great prejudice to the
falmon-fiihing in the river Tweed.

. Pepulation.—According to Dr. Webfter’s report, the numq
ber of fouls then, was 8o. There are at prefent 164 inha-
bitauts in the parith, of whom 8§ are males, and 79 females
all of whom, except a few mechanics, are employed in pur.
pofes of hufbandry, cither as day-labourers, hired fervants tq -
farmers, or fhepherds. They are in general fober, frugal,
gad induftrious, and are contented with their fitnation. When

the




Of Abbay of St. Bathans. 63

the préfent incumbent was fettled here in 1775, the number
of inhabitants was 145.

- Agricslture~Though, like other parts of Lanimermoor, the
lands are in general more adapted to the breeding of cattle
and fheep than the raifing of corn, yet, on all the different
farms there are confiderable parts of the ground under culti-
vation ; and on fome of them different kinds of grain, partie
cularly early oats are produced, little inferior in quality to
thofe that are raifed in the lower parts of Berwick(bire, The
chief obje&, however, that the fkilful farmer has in view in
making ufe of the plough in this part of the country, is not
fo much the immediate return from the corn he raifes, as the
meliorating the pafture for his cattle and fheep, by fowing his
‘fields with artificial grafs feeds, particularly rye-grafs .and
white clover, which thrive well on all the dry grounds that'
have beeri improved with lime. Thofe who have followed
this method, have not only been able to keep a much greater
quantity, but have alfo, by this means, an opportunity of
gteatly improving the breed both of theircattle and fheep. Tur-
-nips are allo raifed on moft of the farms in this neighbour~
bood, though in much fmaller quantities than might be ex-.
pe@ed, as the foil is peculiarly adapted to the cultivation of
that ufeful plant *.

. Heritors, Stipend, &c.~There are 6 heritors in this parifh,
none of whom, excepting one of {mall property, are refident. -
The

* Priee of Labour.—The wages of male feryants who get their board in the:
houfe, are from 71. to 81, a-year ; of female fervants, from 3L to 4l. Servants
Wwho have families and keep a houfe, are paid in grain, have a cow grazed, and
other perquifites, which may altogether amount to between 14l and 15L The
wages of day-labourers are about 1s. in winter, and above it in fummer; but in
hay time and harveft, they have coanfiderably more.
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. "The-rental of the parifh-is about 6001, seyear. The @rowds

~ ispatron of the church. The value of the living; emclufive of:
the manfe and glebe of 14 acres, is about §21. a-year. The
obureh.is @ very aneient building; it was formerlyrlargs, ndea«
furing 58 feet by 26; but a part of the'wall was lateby-taken!
down by the defire of the heritors, and the fize of ‘the chiufch:
greatly contra&ed ; it is flill fufliciently: large to astcommedate:
the inhabitaats of the parifh.

Antiquities.~Between the church and the  whter of Whits:
adder, are the remains of an encient nunaery; it is aloveft to-
tally. demolitbed, the flomes having bicen currled: away forf
otber purpofes; from thie vefliges, however; which are Mill!
to be feen, the building. feems to have beer of confidérabl’
extent. From any materials that' I:huve been able-to cole®;-
this nunnery, of Abbay of St. Bathas’s, feems to have bevay
founded by one of the Counteffes of March, during the réigit'
- of King Williara the Lyon, who facceeded to the ‘Crowr of
Scotland.in" 1165, and reigned 49 years’; fo that it muft hace
bappened between 1165 .and 1214. In.12¢96, Ada; Countefsi
of Magch, {wore fidelity: for this:nmanery to Edward 1. King'
of England, whe had thén fubdued grest part of Scothtd'y
amd in return, direCted.aswrit to- the thetiff of Beérwick to re-
flore to the nunnery all its lands and tenements. It was @'
cell of South Berwick, and the nuns were of the order of
Bérnacdines or Ciftertians. This religions order- had beea
begun by ‘Robert, Abbot of Milefme, in the’diocefe of Loms:
gees in France, in 1098—were called . Monachi Abbi, White
Monks, from their wearing white robes, except a black coul
or foopularewwere called Bernardiues from Bernard, the great
propagator of the order, who founded 160 mouafteries; diw.
vided into 36 provinces, whereof Scotland was z6th, gad had-
13 mopalteries—-were called Ciffertisny fron their-chief houfe

-2 and’
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and monafteries in Cifteptiumi in France. There is in the
wall, nesr the sitar-place in the church, a font flone with a
lead pipe in the bottom, add from {prings in the braes to the
fouth, the church and buildings adjoining had been fupplied
with water by means of lead pipes, part of which have been
feen by people thereabout, after being dug up about 40 years
ago. To the fouth, and round the church and gunnery, were
gardens, now arable land, and on that account were called
the Precin& Yards, and round the whole had beea a walk of
3 tire of ftones, which have alfo been feen by thofe who
raifed part of them. After obferving that the nunnery lies
upon the foath fide of the water of Whitadder, it may be
added, that there are pleafant haughs adjoining, fheltered
from the north, by Shanmebank wood of natural oak, on a
fteep brae, rifing to a great height, and forming at top a fe~
micircle, and from the eaft, by Blackerftone braes and natu.
ral wood there. On the fouth ef thefe haughs, and at a fmall
diftance from the nunnery, iffues a {pring called St. Bathan’s
well, that neither fogs nor freezes, and prevents a dam-lead
from Whitadder ferving a corn-mill below, being locked up
with ice in winter. About a quarter of a mile from the nun-
nery, on the {ame fide of the water, lie the foundations of a
{mall chapel and yard holding that name; but there are no
marks of people having buried in it: about a m:le from the
nuannery, on the other fide of the Whitadder, is fituated Trois
Fontaines (3 fprings or wells) on the fide of Manegnut water
- which empties into the Whitadder here, where the remains
of a chapel and burying-ground are.yet extant. It has al-
ways been bhanded down, that a fubterraneous paflage went
from the nunnery of St. Bathan’s, below the water of White
adder, to this chapel, where the nuns pafled along to be con
fefled by the clergy from Coldingham, who had a houfe at
God’s croft in this parifh, and at a little diftance from the

Vor. XII. I ehapels
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chapel. Trois Fontuiries was allo a cell of South Berwick ;
but I bave not been able to find any writings relating to it, and
fo can give no further account of it.

* Trees, Game, &c.—On the lands of Abbay and farms ad-
joining, grow naturally the oak, the mountain-ath, the hazel,
the birch tree, befides other trees ; the honey-fuckle, the 2«
nife, the rafp, the juniper, the brier, and bramble, &c. On
‘the lands are plenty of moorfowl, partridge, gray plover,
hares, rabbits, &c.

Country Seat.—I beg leave to add, that about 2 mile ealt
from the village of Abbay, is a country feat of the Earl of
Wemyfs, called the Retreat. It was built by his Lordthip about
12 years ago, upon his eftate of Blackerftone, and though
not within'the bounds of this parifh, deferves to be taken no-
tice of in the fatiftical account of it, as it tends very much
to beautify this part of the country. The houfe is of a cir-
cular form, and built after a new and fiogular plan : as the
-elegant fimplicity of the archite@ure, the neatnefs and con-
venience of the different apartments, and the manner in which
the grourds around it are laid out, do great credit to the tafte
of the. proprietor ; fo its retired fituation on the banks of the
*Whitadder, in the heart of a mountainous country, together
‘with natural wood, and the extenfive plantations with which
“it is furrounded, render it a truly delightful and romantic re-
. treat.

NUM-
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' NUMBER VI

PARISH or SOUTHDEAN.

(CounTY oF RoxBURGH, SynoD oF MERSE AND TIVIOTDALE,
PRESBYTERY OF JEDBURGR.)

By the Rev. Mr. WiLLIAM ScoTT.

Name, Extent, Surface, Climate.

OUTHDEAN, the name of the parifh, is evidently de- -
feriptive of its local fituation, and the former ftate of -
the furrounding country, as it is probable that all the neigh- -
bouring parifhes were anciently one continued foreft. The -
extent of the parith is about 12 miles long, and 7 broad ;"
this proportion continues about ¢ miles, and gradually di- -
minithes into a narrow fpace. There are different kinds of
foil ; gravel, a light black earth, and a firong clay, in the
lower parts ; along the Jed, it is gravel, inclining to heath :
from thence, 'to the afcent of the hills, it is light earth, and
upon their declivity, it is filrong clay. The prefent arable
gronnd is very inconfiderable, as great part of the parith is .
Ia _(~ more
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more adapted to theep paftare. The few hills are green and
dry. The air is moift and chilly ; greatly changes in different
parts of the parifh: all kinds of farm work can be carried on
in the lower grounds, when it rains, or even a fall of fnow
appears in the heights. It is, however, a healthy parifh,
There are at prefent inhabitants above 80 years of sge. The
difeafes moft common, are rheumati{ms, pains in the fomach
and bowels, owing, likely, to'the low and damp fituation of
‘their houfes. Jn former times, the fmall-pox frequently pre-
vailed, and in fome feafons almoft depopulated the country.
About 13 years ago, this fatal difeafe raged in the lower parts
of Tiviotdale, which determined Lord Douglas to hold out
the advantages of inoculation to the poorer fort in this pa-
sith. The phyfician, employed by his Lordthip, was fuce
cefsful. Inoculation is now become almoil univerfally the
pradice. ' '

Population.—According to Dr. Webfler’s report, the num-
ber of fouls then, was 480. From tradition, as well as in-
nunicrable veftiges and ruins of houfes, population muft have
been confiderable about a century ago, and from geaeral opi-
nion, it is grestly diminithed. In a late meafurement of the
Foreft eftate in this parifh, the arable land is computed at
4865 acres, the evident traces of former times ; the prefent
arable ground is limited to a few hundred acres. It is faid,
the examination-roll in 1924, amounted to upwards of 1600.
An accurate lift of the inhabitants was taken about 17 years
ago, and fell fhort of goo. This decreafe became rapid, from
the jun@ion of farms. There are at prefent 714 fouls in the
parith : above 10 years of age 569. The number of deatbs
canpot be fo well afcertained, and the marriages fill lefs.
“The annual number of births is 1a. '

Sheep,
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- hesp, Horfes, 8&c.—It has long been the farmers greateft
fludy to introduce the beft kirds of theep. Individuals bave
much improved their flocks, both from acquired knowledge
snd information, and with more certain advantages, by their
ewn experience, obfervation, and daily pra@ice. Moft farm.
ers keep a part of their theep white. Smearing, however, is
flill generally in praQice in this parith. It is faid to incresfe
the quantity of wool. It preferves the fheep alfo from the in-
fluence of rains, from fcab, and vermin of every fort. There
are 130 horfes in the parith, 438 black cattle, and it is bes
lieved about 27,000 fheep. The laid wocl in this parifh, fold
JaR year from 18s. to 20s. the flone, and the white wool ar
31, 4s. the flone. Seven or eight fleeces go to a ftone.

Stipend, Scbool, Poor, &c.—The King is patron of the old
parith of Abbotrule, and Lord Douglas of Southdean. The
ftipend is 1021. 1 s. Sterling, 2 maonfe and a glebe; in all
amounting to 1171l. Sterling yearly. The church was
built in 1690, and the manfe in 1736, both in extremely bad °
order. The fchoolmafter is accommodated with 2 honfe and
garden. The falary is 81. .4s. 8d. Sterling. This, with

. the fchool wages, and various emoluments, makes & living of
20). Sterling. The number of poor is about 23. Theix
maintenance amounts to §61. a. year, erifing from aficflments, .
Sundays colle&ions, and the morteloth dues.

Crops.—The chief crops in this parih are oats and barley.
Potatoes are common. The culture of turnip has been at-
tempted with good fuccefs. Part of the annexed lands of Ab-
botrule is well adapted to turnip-hufbandry. Grounds covered
with broom, heath, from this beneficial praltice, produces a-

’ ' bundant
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bundant crops of clover and rye-grafs, Valued reatis 6387 L.
§ 8. Scots ; real rent may be flated at 3500 L Sterling®.

Proprictors, Tenanis, &c.—There are 4 proprietors, 2 con- -
ftantly refide. There are 22 greater, and 19 fmaller tenants ; .
56 thepherds, 4 mafons, 7 wrights, 2 blackf{miths, 5 tailors, 8 .
weavers. : L

Fuel.—The fuel made ufe of is of varions kinds. Peat,
from difierent mofics, conftituted formerly the principal fuel,
and turf from the moors ; the whole fummer was fpent in
colle@ing fuel. Peat and turf are now nfed in fmall quanti-
ties. Coal at 4 d. the load, chiefly from Ryechefter in Nor-
thumberland. A double cart carries 6 loads: the diftance is
about 15 miles, The carriage coils 8s. befides the putchale~
money.

Duarries—There are many quarries of free-ftone, and in-
exhauftible quarries of lime-ftone, in the higher parts of the*
parith. There is alfo an excellent quarry of white hard ftone,
which is ufed for chimney-grates, as it endures the greatett
heats, and will laft for many years,

Antiguities.—Many tumuli, commonly called cairns, are to
be feen in different parts of the parith. Stones have been led
away

® Scarcity 1782 and 1783.—The crop was very deficient, and the poor were
reduced to great diftrefs. Every method was taken by the attention of the he-
sitors, to increafe the poor’s funds. This could only reach to fuch as were upon
the roll, and found inadequate to their neceffities. Many labouress fuffered the
utmoft hardfhips ; and what added to the general calamity, the frofted oats and
barley gave a noxious quality to the meal. In thefe deplorable circumftances,
Lord Douglas humanely directed his agent in the country to buy good whole-
fome food. The boonty was continued, both to the poor upon the lift, and all
indigent houfeholders in the parifh.
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away to the turnpike roads. In the centre of the heap, fquare
ftones were placed, fo as to form a kind of chelt, and human
bones were difcovered. There is alfo one place, where it is
faid a chapel flood before the Reformation, 3 miles from
the old church, bat almoft no veftige of its walls now appears.
There are ruins of maoy old towers, in moft parts of the pa-
rith. None of them appear to have been large. In fome
places they ftand nearly entire. At the village of Chelters,
and mary other places, on the adjacent heights, there are like-
wife to be feen the ruins of ftrong fortifitations or camps. The
form is round, and, in general, quite ditin&. .None of the
camps are large, may comprehend above an acre of ground,
and are furrounded with a double wall of earth. There is no
appearance of any ftone-work about them, except in the mid-
dle, which feems paved with freeftene. Each camp is appa-
rently ftationed within view of Southdean-law, as tradition
fays, a place of pbfervation, on which fires were kindled at the
approach of an enemy.

Advantages and Difadvantages.—~This parith long laboured
under the greateft oppreflion ; the numerous droves of black
cattle and theep pafﬁn.g into England, infefted and overfpread
the beft pafture grouwd. "Every returning feafon opened a
new fcene of difpute, teafing, anxiety and diftrefs to the tenant.
Many regulations were framed. Boundaries fixed. Lawlefs
trefpafs maintained its ufual inroads. It does great honour to
the gentlemen in this part of the country, that they have, with
fpirited and determined exertion, defigned and extended roads
of public advantage, and of parochial utility. The road
from Newcaftle at the Carter-toll, branches into this pa-
rith in two dire@ions: the one line leads to Jedburgh, and
the other to Hawick, which at once reftores the farmer to:
the free and peaceable pofeflion of his lands, gives an eafy ac-

) cefs
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cefs to coal and lime at Ryechefter, and perpetnates & commu.
nication with the neighbouring kingdom, without moleftation
or injury. The principal difadvantage is want of fhelter, de-
fence from the fcorching {un in fummer, and prote&@ion in
winter from the piercing winds, frequent and violent rains,
and deftroying blafts of fiow. The arable land in this parith,
under the moft cautious and prudent management, {peedily
returns to its native barren foil. From the fame caufe, the
beft breed of fheep may degenerate into the moft unprofitable
snimal; whilt growing fhelter furnithes certain experience,
and eftablifhes the means of recovering high and expofed fitu-
ations into a2 found and healthy flate, and of improving and
prelerving the quality of the flock.

NUM-
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NUMBER VIL
PARISH or KEIR

(CouNTY AND SYNoD OoF DuMFRIES, PRESBYTERY OF PEN-
PONT.)

By the Rev. Mr., James WaLLACE.

Extent, Soil and Rsvers.

Tms parifh is about 8 miles long from E. to W. Thé

breadth is unequal; sbout 2% miles, or near 3 on an
average. The foil is, in general, light, dry, and fertile, with
a fandy, gravelly bottom, and producés heavy crops of grain
and grafs, in wet thowery feafons, but is greatly parched; and
far lefs produ&ive in hot dry feafons. There is fome holm
land on the banks of the Nith and Scarr, confifting of a deep
rich loam, and produces fine crops in any feafon. The land
that lics higheft and neareft the hilly ground, is, in general,
excepting the holms, the deepeft gnd ftrongeft, but fo full of
ftones, as to render the cultivation of it difficult and expen«
five. More than a third part of the parith confifts of hilly
ground, or fheep.walks, moftly covered with fhort heath, in-

Vor. XII. K terfperfed
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ter{perfed with bent, and other kinds of grafs, neither very
coarfe nor very fine, but generally allowed to be very good
fheep-pafture. There are no rivers in the parifh, except thofe
already mentioned, which run along the N. and S. E. fide of
it. Into thefe, feveral little rivulets, or, as they are common-
ly called, buras, from the high or hilly grounds, empty them-
felves. )

Woods and Plantations.—There is a confiderable extent of
natural wood in different parts of the parifh, confifting chiefly
of oak and ath, with fome birch and alder. In the woods up-
on the eftate of Barjarg, is an oak tree remarkable for its great
fize and age. At the reot, it is about 144 feet in circumfe-
vence, and it lofes very little of its thicknefs at the height of
30 feet. Its age cannot now be afcertained, but it muit cer-
tainly be feveral hundred years old. The higheft branches
feem now to be beginning te decay. There are alfo fome
plantations, confifting moftly of fir. Thefe plantations, toge-
ther with the natural weods, add much to the beauty of the
place, and in ftormy weather afford thelter to the cattle graz-
ing in them, and in the adjoining fields. .

Climate and Difeafes.—The climate is rather moift and damp,
owing to the continued ridge of hills, on the S. fide of the pa-
rifh, intercepting and breaking the clouds into rain, which

i poured down on the fides of the hills, and thofe places that
are near them, much more frequently, and more plentifully,
than on the plain and level grounds at a greater diftance from
them. To this caufe, perhaps, are to be afcribed the flow
nervous fevers, rheumatifmes, and afthmatic diforders, which
feem to be more prevalent here, than any other difeafes.

Proprictors, Agriculture, &c.—There are § proprietors,
one
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one of whom refides conltantly, two occafionally, and two ne.
wver. The farmers, in general, when they break up a field,
take two or three white crops from it, after that a green crap,
or a fummer fallow, which is fucceeded by a crop of barley,
along with which they fow grafs.feeds, and lay out the field,
cutting the grafs two years, and pafturing it two or three
more, before it is broken up again. They, for moft part, ufe
the little clofe jointed Scots plough, commonly drawn by two
Borfes, and fometimes by three, where the land is ftiff, and
bas never been well cultivated, and properly drefled before.
Lime is much ufed here as a manure, and is found to snfwer
very well. Many of the farmers fpread it upon the furface
8 or 10 months before they plough their field. Others again
plangh their field, and give it a flight harrowing, before they
{pread the lime upon it, after which they fow their oats, and
then harrow it completely. This methed feems to anfwer
better, as, by thefe means the lime is fooner mixed and incor-

porated with the foil. The quantity of lime muft be adapt- .

ied to the nature of the land on which it is laid. Deep, ftrong,
ftiff land requires more than a fhallow, loofe, open foil does.
The gpantity ufed for ane acre is from 50 to 8o meafures of
{bells, the meafure containing two Manchefter buthels. One
liming is found to ferve very well for two courfes of crops,
and fometimes three, before the liming is repeated. And

when it is repeated, half th: quantity that was laid on'the

dield at firft, or little more, is found to be fufficient. It is obe
{erved, however, that at the end of every courfe of crops, the
field is renewed with dung, along with a green crop, orby s
Jummer fallow *. ‘
K2 There
.

& Seed Time and Harve?. Wheat is fown from the beginning of O&ober
20 the end of November. Oats, peafc, and flax, from the middle of Match to
the 20th of April. Barley and potatoes from the 20th of April to thewmidgle
©f May. Turnip from the middle of Junc to the zoth of July. Hasvef, i or-

dinaty

’
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There is but little wheat raifed in the parifh, as the foil, in
general, is found to be too light, for producing an advanta-
geous crap of it, not more than 1§ or 20 acres yearly, worth
from 7 1. to 81. Sterling the acre. Barley is raifed in much
greater abundance, frohx 100 to 120 acres yearly, worth, at
an average, about 41, 10s. the acre. Between 400 and 5co
acres of oats are fown annually, worth, at an average, about
3L 10s. theacre. There alfo are large fields of potatoes, a-
bout 70 or Bo acres yearly, worth from 81. to 10l. the acre.
70 or 8o acres of peafe are raifed annually, worth from 31.to
4. the acre. The farmers in the parith have hitherto fown
no more flax than is neceffury for the ufe of their own fami«
lies. The real rent is about 15091., reckoning 10l. per cent,
on the gralums given for fome farms, and adding that to the
yearly rent of them *.

Towns, Villages, Inns, and Ale- Houfes.—There are neither
towas nor villages in the parifh, a few houfes near the church
hardly deferving the name of a village. Nor are there any
inns. There are 2 or 3 ale-houfes, or, as they fhould more
properly be called whxiky-houfes, for whifky is the principal
article they deal in, and they have a great demand for it.
The pernicious pratice of drinking whifky has made a very

rapid

dinary feafons, begins about the coth of Auguft, and ends about the beginning
of O&ober, but for fome years paft has been confiderably later.

® Wages of Servants and Labourers, &c.—The wages of men labourers are

8d. a-day with vi@tuals, and 15. 2d. without viuals. The wages of women

for working at peats, hay-making, and other farm work, is 5 d. with their diét,

- and 9 d. and 10d. without it. In harveft, both men and women are commonl;

8d.a-day, with victuals,and 1. M 1s. 2 d. when they furnifh their own pro-

uﬁons. The day's wages of a mafter mafon, carpcntcl', and flater, are as. ; ofa

or, § d. with vituals. The average wages of farming men fervants are

§ L yearly with bed and board ; and of women 31 10s. The wages of domeftic
feryants are much the fame with thofe of farm fervants,
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rapid progrefs in this corner of the country within a few
years {aft pat. Itis purchafed at a very low price, and a
"{mall quantity of it is fufficient, not omly to intoxicate, but
even to make a man mad. Its pernicious effe&s upon the
morals, the indufiry, and the conftitutions of thofe who are
addited to it, muft be vifible to every fober obferver.

Roads.—The principal road in the parifh is in very indif-
ferent repair. A part of it is ftill in its natural ftate, and
thofe parts of it, that have been repaired, were dore in a
very fuperficial manrer. The converfion of the ftatute-la-
bour, amounts to little more than r21. a-year, which might
keep our roads in repair, if they were once fufficiently made;
but will by no means both make, and keep them in proper
order. The badnefs of our roads is a great bar to improve

- ments of every kind.

Church, Stipend, School, Poor, &c.—The church was re-
paired about 30 years ago, but has never been properly feat-
ed, and the number of inhabitants having increafed confider-

" ably of late years, it is rather too {mazll for their accommoda-
tion. The manfe and offices were all new built in the year
27%8, and are in very good repair. His Grace the Duke of

- Queentberry is patron of the parifh, The ftipend is 7001,
Scots money, and 3 chalders of victual, two-thirds of which
are meal, and one-third bear; which, with the manfe, and
glebe of about 8 acres, may be reckoned worth about gol.
yearly.—The parith fchool is inconveniently fituated, being
about 2 miles too near the upper or weft end of the parifh,
by which the lower or eaft end is jn a great meafure deprived
of the bepefit of it. The number of fcholars, in the winter
feafon, is between 30 and 40, during the reft of the year they
are not fo numerous, meany of them being employed in herd.

ing,
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ing, or any other occupations {uited to their years and ftrength,
‘The fchool falary is 1001. Scots, with a free houfe. The
fchool fees are very trifling : for teaching Englifh 1s. 3d. the
quarter ; writing and arithmetic 1s. 6d. No Latin has been
taught herc for many years.—The poor who regularly receive
alms from the kirksfeflion, are 6. They are fupplied from
the colle&ions in the church on Sundays, and the intercft of
2 fmall fum appropriated to their ufe, amounting in all to
.about 121, a.year. They are all maintained in their own
houfes. They earn about a half or two.thisds of their own
maintenance ; and none of them beg from door to door. The
parith, however, is much infefted with beggars who do not
belong to, nor refide in it.

Population, &c.~According to Dr. Webfter’s report, the
- sumber of fouls then, was 495. The population of the pge
sifh has increafed conliderably of late years. la the year 1778,
the number of fouls did not exceed gos, whereas they are
mow sac. This increafe is chiefly to be afcribed *to two
<caufes ; the divifion of large farms into fmaller ones, and
Jime work which was begun a few years ago, of which we
fhall take more particular notice afterward. Of the inha-
bitants of the parifh, 12 are Antiburgher Seceders; 13 are
Cameronians ; all the ref are of the Eftablithed Church.
There are 3 black(miths, 4 carpeaters, 3 mafons, 8 weavers,
and 4 tailors. All the other inhabitants of the parith are
farmers, and their cotiagers, who live in detached houfes,
.there being, as was before obferved, neither towns nor vils
lages in it. .

Number of Horfes, Blick Cattle, Sheep, &c.—There are
120 horfes, moflly of the Scots breed, ftrong made, and very
hardy, There are a few of the breed of Ireland, which gene-

rally
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rally improve here, and are found to anfwer every purpofe of
the farmer. Their value, at an average, may be about 141
.Sterling, each. There are about 280 milch cows, with. their
calves, or followers as they are called, ufually kept in the
purith ; worth, at an average, sbout 61. Sterling each. The
number of fheep in the diftri® does not exceed 1380 ; they
are the common Scots kind, white on the body, and black on
the face and legs ; they are very hardy, but their wool is
firong and rather coarfe. No fwine are bred in the diria.
Moft of the farmers buy a pig or two annually, which they
feed for the ufe of their own families.

Fael, &c.—The greater part of the parith is but indifferent-
.1y provided with fuel, for though there is fome mofs about
the middle of the parifh, it is at a confiderable diftance from
the extremities of it, and confequently to the inhabitants of
thefe parts, very expenfive. The greater part of the fuel
ufed here, is coal from Sanquhar, which is likewife very ex-
penfive, being carried about 14 miles. Nor is this all: of
late years it has been of a very bad quality'; and the demand
for it is fo great, that the carters are often detained 24, and
fometimes 48 hours, before they can be ferved. And it can-
not but be fuppofed that there muft be a great demand for
coal at Sanquhar, when it is confidered that there is ne other
coal-work in Nith{dale, Annandale, the fhire and ftewartry
of Galloway. The lower parts of Annandale, and of Nithf-
dale, and all along the fva—coaft of Galloway, would be fup-
plied with coal from England, at a moderate and eafy rate,
were it not for the high duty, amounting alfo to a prohibi-
tion, laid upon them. Were this duty abolithed, the de-
mand at Sanquhar would be greatly leflened, and confequent.

1y this part of the country much better fupplied.
About
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About 6 years ago, a lime rock was difcovered in the
eftate of Barjarg, and from that time has been carried on
with confiderable fuccefs. The rock feems to be inexhaufli-
ble, but has about 14 feet deep of earth above it; the remov-
ing of which is attended with no fmall expenfe. Between 30
and 40 hands are conflantly employed for 7 or 8 months in
the year, when they continue to burn lime ; but not fo many
during the reft of the year. Between 20,000 and 30,000
meafurls, in fhells, have been fold annually ; the meaftre, as
before obferved, containing 2 Winchefter buthels. It jis fold
at gd. the meafure, and as the lime is of an excellent qua<
lity, it is not improbable that the demand for it will ins
creafe.

Charaéler of the People, &c.—The people, in getieral, are
fober and induftrious, though it muft be confefled, that, fince
the pernicious pralice of drinking whifky became fo pre- -
'valent,';here are too many exceptions. They enjoy, in a
reafonable degree, the neceflaries, and even the comforts and
conveniencies of life, and =zre, generally, as contented with
theu'"’f itiation, ag, moft people. Their condition, _however,
xmght}e meliorated, were our roads put into proper repair,
" the duty on the Englifh coal abolithed, the inhabitants bet-
ter fupplied with coal from Sanquhar, and the heavy mul-
tures, which they are bound to pay to the mills to which
they are thirled, removed. More than one-half of the pa«
sith pays the eleventh peck as multure, befides paying the
miller for working or grinding their grain. This is cer-
tainly a very great dilcouragement to improvements ia agri«
culture.

X - NUM-
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NUMBER VI
PARISH or BARR:

t&ouwi’i oF A¥g, $¥¥op or Grissow ans Afi, Pnsn‘r-
" TERY OF AYR.).

B] tbe Rev. Mr. StEriien fotfﬂ(’;.

Paivon,. Stipend, e,

BA RR was ete&ed into & patifh in the yeéat 1653, former-

Iy sariexed to the parifhes of Girvan and Duilly. The
purith feems to have taken its mame from o fmall éftate called
Barr, dpon which the kirk flands: The €rown is patrom.
The fipend is 200 1; a-year, Befidés gleBe and manfe.

Popwlation.—According to Dr. Webfter’s report; the fum.
ber of fouls then was 858. Of inhabitants at prefent there
sre 756, of whom 11§ are under 8 yeats of age’; males 386,
females 364. Fot 20 years prior to 1791, thére dppesrs from
the parifh records, males bord in the parifil 1pg, females 155 ;
in sl 330; marriages in the above time 139 ; and burials
286, For 20 years prior to 1791, upon an average, there apw

Vor, XII: pests
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pears to have been annually males born in the parith § fhors
of 10 ; females § fhert of 8; total 10 fhort of 18; of mar-
viages 7 thort of 7 annually ; and of burials 6 fhort of 15 an.
nually. The parifh feems to have contained more inhabitants
in former times than at prefent. In the year 1770, there
were born in the parifh, males 1§, females 23, total 27. In
the year 1790, males 7, females 4, total 11. Inthe year 1791,
males g, females 6, total 15. Populatipn in this parith has de-
creafed much for thefe 30 years; and the reafon is obvious.
Proprictors of lands of late years have caft two or more of
their farms into the hands of one tenant ; by which means, in
place of a family with cottagers and fervants upon almoft eve-
zy farm, there are fome farms in which there is not one in~
habitant, and many where a fhepherd man fervant and his fa-
mily alone occapy the farm, which is no more than is abfo-
lately neceflary to herd the grounds. Of mechaaics, there aze2
millers, 4 black{miths, 12 weavers, 6 mafons, 3 carpeaters, 2
fhoemskers, § tailors, § inkeepers. Of farmers 46; there are
many more farms in the pasith ; fome individual farmers hold
‘fome 2, others 3, 4, or § farms. There is one feceder,

Antiguities—There is, sbout a mile S. W. of the parifh
ehurch, the remaios of an old Popith chgpel, flanding on an
eminence, by a fmall river called Stencher, There are no
traditional accounts worthy of communicating concerning this
chapel : it is called Kiré Domine, the Kirk of our Lady, fup-
pofed to be dedicated in hooonr of the Virgia Mary. When it
was bailt, is uncertain ; but it had been in fome repair in the
year1653, as the roof was thea taken down, and put upon the
parilh church. Though there is no village at this chapel, but
one, fmall farm-houfe only, yet there is a great annual fait
hcld here upon the laft Saturday of May, called Kirk Domia
A% Fair, . .

R - T Minerad
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-Sineral Spring and Minerals.—This parifh being 2 hilly -
country, abounds with fprings of fine water, many of them
mineral. But there is one called Shalloch-well, which has
defervedly the pre.eminence. The virtues of this water ‘are *
well known in this country ; it is a pretty ftrong chalybeate, °
and partakes of the fulphur alfo to no fnconfiderable degree. '
About 30 years ago, people of thefirft rank and fathion in
- Carrick and the neighbourhood, attended this well; bat this
is not the cafe at - prefent ; every feafon, however; produces
{ome company, and the waters bave been rarely known to fail -
in giving relief to perfons afflited with flomachic or fcarbutie *
diforders; The reafon why this' water Is in a great meafare
deferted, is the want of proper decommodatior at the well. *
“Fhere is frechone in the parifh, and’ abundanée of limeftone,
No coal has yet been found in it ; and through want of a road ’
to the coul-pit; on the water of Girvan, the inhabitants are ge-
ceffitated to depend ‘principally upon’ turf and peat for fuel.*
It is foppofed that this, like many high countries, poflefles’
valuable minerals ; for certain, there is lead in it; but the teial,
properly - fpesking, has never been made (though once at- '
tempted) to find out whether it would be to the advantage of -
thre proprietor to follow after this valuable artiole. '

Qiimate.—The climate is not by any means unfavonrable to
beslth. ‘The parifh is extenfive ; the inhabitants fparfe, afd
families living at a diftance from each.other, contribute'much
to the falubrity of the place. There is a village at the parith ’
church, but it does not contain above 86 inhabitants, old and
young. An eminent furgeon in this neighbourhood, now fome
years dead, who-pratifed in this country near §o years, was °
in ufe to obferve, ‘that in all that'time he mever knew an‘epi=
demical diftemper in this parith. - There have ‘been many ine
ftances of longevity in the parith, of people living confiderably *

ks : abpve
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above 80 years. There js a poor old woman in the villagy,
who muft, from her own account, he above 90 ; fhe remem-
bers well the yoyng men in this place learning the ufc of army
in the yegr 1715, and was reaping an 3 corp-ridge, & big lafs
about 18 years of age, when the above men pafled by to jein
the loyalifts ; fhe g very healthy, and able t9.walk aboup
with her faff. Gonfuimptiops prevail moft in this place.

Agricnltyre~This parith is partly grable, bwt cenfifty
principally of pafture-grounds. As to improvements of any
fogt, it may be faid to be in its natura) Rate. Thongl there iy
plenty of lime in the pasifh, yet the waot of roads repders it
difficult £9 procure copls, in opder to prepape limerftons foy
the purpofe of improving the grougdy; but if 3 foce com-
munication wag pened between the coal-works ppen the was

ter of Girysa and this place, by making » gend roud, whish
xq in extent about ¢ miley only; impraveineats might find
their way to this part of the country 3lfo, the nainsre af the
gropnds in this parifh is foch, that they praduce but very
poor fcyagy crops, without lime or matle ; therefore the far-
mers here plaugh hut very ligtle ; but thofe who have made
any attempts by means of the lime, have had confiderable re,
turns. :

Blac} Cattle.—In this parith the farmes's atteatignhas heeg -
prmcxgally dirced to the breed of black cattle, and has fac
geeded. In this p;mcn}nr, they have attained to great per-
fedion. Carrick prodnoes, perhaps, as haodfome black cattle
sg any part of Scotland ; hut.not the dulce only, but the utile
is to be mken inta conﬁdenuon. Itisa fa& founded upan
gepm,a expenmcnt. that the haadfome (;unck cattle are
muych caﬁgr fed, and at ‘much lefs expenfe, than the gpofs’ made
hmk-hppcd caf.(}c of like ﬁz.e ‘that pafiuge wh;ch ¢an bring

« - the
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the goarfe made cattle to a keeping candition only, will make
the Carrick black cattle thorough fat ; and that pature which
san bring the latter jnto a middling condition only, will {carce
be able to keep the former in life. Cattle reared in this
couatry, and feld at the dge of 3,or 3} years (fromthe moors)
will brigg from 4 1. 104, to § L. § 3. each ; andeif put ypon low
lying enclofed pature for an year, they will be ready for the
Englilh markeg, and bring from 6 1. 10s. to 81. edgh. “This
pasifh is fuppofed tg bold from x 500 to 2000 black cattle.

Cheviet Sheep; &&¢.—I1t would be well for the farmers here,
sgonld ¢s muych be faid for their fhesp flock ; but this cannot
pe axpefled, fo long as fo many black cattle are reared in the
pacith; They not on)y.leffen the quantity of food, being per-
mitted to pafture among the fheep, but poach the furface with
gheir foet, anid even the grafs which {prings where the cattle
dung, is uawholefome for fheep. Sheep in thia parith are in-
feriar in point of firength to the theep in Crawfordmoor, but
Jnke better fat. Wedders 3 and 4 years old from the common
hill pefiure here, when come to the beft flate of fleth the
grounds bring them, hetwoen Michaelmas and Martinmas,
will weigh from 10 to 14 pound Englifh the quarter, and pro-
dged tallow Trom ¢ to 13 ponnds Englifh, and fell at from ral.
to x3l. the fcore, The pafture ground of this parith is for
meft part dry ; its hills confift partly of heath, but moftly
what is called white ground, and, as one might judge, not un-
‘avonnhh to the improvement of wool, by means of the Che.
viot hreed. The writer of thefe remarks is the rather inclin-
ed to think fo from the followisg experiment, now making in
this paritk : Two fcore of ewe hogs, and & sam of the Che-
viet breed, ware put upen @ farm called Tarrafeflock, Juae
2993, the ‘property of the Eurl of Caflillis, pofieffed by Mr.
MHutchfor of Changue. This farm is one of the higheft in .

“ the
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the parifh, and confequently fubje to lorm. The hogs have -
plenty of coarfe grafs, and fuch attention paid to them as
ought to be paid to ftranger, or what is called hefting
theep. "-But, confidering the wetnefs of thé harvefl, the
ftormy winter and fpring, the hogs and firanger hogs, too,
brought to a high cold farm; from all this it might have been
expeed, that moft, if not all of this Cheviot breed, would
have died during the courfe of the winter. But, what is afto~
nithing, upoa the 27th March 1793, two days fince, they were
all alive, and likely to do well, which is by no means the cafe
with the natives either upon that farm, or thefe of the neigh-
bourhood. This has been a very fickly feafon, and, by ell:
accounts, every where upon the S. and W. of Scotland, the -
fall of theep has been coafiderable, through-poverty and dif
eafe. :

. The wool of this parifh is greatly fuperior to that at Crawn:
ferdmoor, but inferior to the fmall white faced theep in Pen.
ningham or Mochrum in Gallowny, or that of the theep on -
the fhore of Dunnure in this county. Wool in this parifh -
fells from 41. 10s. to 6 1. the pack ;- from %s. 6d to 10s the
ftone ; and as it takes 10.fleeces for moft part to the flone, -
each fleece fold in wholefale, brings frem gd. to 1s. the ﬂeeee.
Ayrihire ftone is 24 lib. Eaglith. This panﬁr is fuppofed :
to keep 25,000 fheep.

It muft be obferved in favour of the Chath breed, (but:
by no means to exaggerate in favour even of them); thofe -
of the Cheviot breed in this patifh, though hogs (and every ;
ftoremafter knows that hog wool is by far the coarfeft of the -
wool) laft feafon produced wool greatly fuperior in quality *
and quantity to the wool of this parih. The wool of the:
natives, or, what may be called the fhort flicep of the farm
of Tarrafeflack, where the hogs of the Cheviot breed, or long ¢
fheep, pafture, and of the farms in the neighbourhood, fells at

7s.6d,
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y% 6 4. the flone, yd. the fleece, taking 10 fleeces to the
ftone. 50 fcore of fheep at this rate will bring in wool 371
.20 8. ; but the wool of the long fheep, or Cheviot breed in
the parifh, gave laft feafon 15s. the ftone, 73 fleeces to the
flone, 2 5. the fleece ; 50 fcore of which, at this rate, would
bring 100 L. Fine wool in the lower parts of Galloway brings
from 128. to 14s. the flone. Suppofe it to bring 15 s. the
ftone, there is ftill this confideration in favour of the Cheviot
breed. The Galloway fine wool will take 14, 1§, or even 16
Beeces to the ftone ; fuppofe, in general, 15 fleeces, the Che-
viot breed in this parifh, though of the fmall kind, take 7%
fleeces only to the ftone. It therefore follows, that when 30
Galloway fheep bring 11. 10s. for two ftane of wool, 15
fleeces, and 1§ s. the ftone, the Cheviot breed, in number 30,
.will bring 3 L, four ftone of wool taking 7% fleeces, and giv-
ing 1§ s. each ftone. -

It is aflerted that the Cheviot breed will require much bet-
ter feeding, confequently more grafs than the natives of this
_ country.  This obfervation may be well founded ; but the
quettion is, how far, and whether, upon this fuppofition, the
Cheviot breed of fheep called the long theep, may not be the
mmoft advantageous flock ftill ?

Suppofe a farm halding §o fcore, ar 1000 fhort theep, the
natives of the country, fhould not be able to keep above 40
. fcore, or 800 of the long theep, 50 fcore of fhort ftheep will
bring 37 1. 10s., at the rate of 7 s. 6d. the ftone, gd. each
fleece, taking 10 fleeces to the flone ; 40 fcore of long fheep,
taking 73 fleeces to the ftone, giving 15s. the flone, will
bring 8cl. Further, if 40 fcore of long, eat the grafs of
. '§0 fcore of fhort fheep,-it may be prefumed that the long
theep is a fifth part ftronger in the bone, and, if brought toa
like ftate of fat with the thort, will, in their carcafe, weigh a
fifth part more, give a fifth part more tallow, confequently a
fifth part more money. Thercfore the produce of- 40 fcore

of
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of long fheep, in point of carcafe, fhould bring s much més
ney 4s that of 50 féore of fhort (heep.

It may be obferved that the fkins of theep flaughtered &t
or xfter Michaelmas, are df confiderable value, and principal-
Iy from the wool upon them. But it has been already fhwown,
that the wool of long fheep is ¥ 5. 3d. the fleccs prefhrable
%o the generality of the wool of this -placé. Suppofe, them,
40 feore of long fheep caft off annually for fale, fat wedders
and ewes, and parking ewes 10 fcore, 1s. 3d. each tkin, ¥al.
$09.; call it 8. each fkin prefersble to thofe of the fhort
fheep, 1o feore of fkins, at this rate, will bring 10 }., which,
together with the 8ol. formerly mentioned as the price of the
woal fhorn from off the long fheep, makes, in whole, gol.
Therefore a farm holding 5o fcore fhort fheep, and sble to
keep 40 feore Iong, will advance the wool by means of the
Cheviot breed, from 371. 10s. to gol.; and 'the foregoing
obfervations being juft, will, in other refpeds, be equally ad-
vantageous. Suppofe {uch a farm brings of grofs produce
from 5o fcore of fhort fheep 150 L. annually, the fame farm,
by means of the Cheviet breed, keeping 40 fcore, will, of
grofs produce, bring 2001.

The writer of the above remarks has feen-and examined the
ftate in which the long fheep in this parifh’ ¢re. He had an
opportunity of feeing the wool, alfo the produce of tlie Che-
viot hogs laft feafon, he has certain information of the price
that wool brought; and he believes, both from the general
chara@er of the Galloway fine wool, and from information,
that he has not undervalued it; that it is not higher, if fo high
ag the price ftated *.

I flial

# Ifthe above profit is fo great, calculating the woolat 15s. ﬂle‘m;h-r
much more would it not be, if the wool had fetched its real value of 205 the *
flone ? And it is hoped that the Cheviot breed will foen be improved, fo as to'
produce wool worth even 30 s. the floge,
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T fhail only 2dd as a fuirther proof of the experiment of the
Cheviot breed of theep taking place in this parifh, and of their
dding well, the farmer, whofe property they are, is refolved
to bring upen the fame farm, this enfuing feafon, fome fcores
more; and it is hoped others will fee it their intereft to fol-
low the exdnmiple; to purchafe into their refpeétive farms a
number of the Cheviot breed, lefs or more, as is moft anfwer-
able. Perhaps it might not be advifable to change the whole
ftock of the fhort fheep at once ; but by degrees, in this way,
there can be nd ritkk. Even bringing in rams of the Cheviot
breed, and croffing them with the ewes of the fhort fheep,
would greatly improve the wool of the parith.

Vor. XI1. M . NUM.
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NUMBER IX.
PARISH or DALRY.

(CouNTY OF AYR, SYNOD OF GLASGOW AND AYR, PRresBt.
TERY OF IRVINE.)

By the Rev. Mr. Jonn FdrLarTon.

Name, Extent, Situation, and Soil.

DALRY is faid to fignify ¢ King’s Valley.” It gives .
a title to the Earl of Glafgow. It is about 9 Englith
miles from N. to S., and nearly the fame diftance from E. te-
W. The village of Dalry, where the parith church ftands,
is fituated on the weft fide of the parifh, and is about a quar-
ter of a mile diftant from the parifh of Kilwinning; in that di-
re&ion, the 2 parifhes being divided by a {mall, water. Per-
haps fome regard to waters was paid in the firft divifion of
parithes, and when bridges were not fo common as now they
are. From this fituation of the village and parifth church,
many of the inhabitants of the parith are obliged to travel
to kirk and market from confiderable diftances. The village
of Dalry is much admired by firangers for its fituatien. It
as
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{s fitnated on a rifing ground, with a-communding ptofpe& ts
the S. and an extenfive view to the N. E. It is almoft
farrounded by waters, and thefe run in their different dia
reQions, fo near the village, that when extraordinary rains’
fall, and waters fwell, the village, when viewed at a diftance,
puts on the appearance of an ifland ; but from its clevated
fituation, is never, at any time im danger, even from the.
greateft floods®. The foil varies much, according to the
different fituations of the grounds. All the flat grounds lying:
along the water of Garnock, are in general a deep loamy foil,
with a dry bottom, and from their being often overflowed:
with water, they are evidently eariched by the flime and
mud left wpon them ; and the farmer has often experienced
good crops fram this very gircumftance alone. Trench plough-:
ing, or hand trenching of fuch groiind, would affaredly turn.
qut to advantage, as the foil below feems equally good, and.
with a fmall help of dung or lime, would foon become better
than the vpper foil, that hes been long vplnvated. But a:

Ma. trial.

® Waters.—There are gavpters thyt rup, near the vxlhge, Caaff, Rye, and
@arnock. All thefe take their rife from the fngh moor lands, at feveral miles dift-
ance from the village, confequently they are foon filled, run with great rapidity,
and are foon emphcd again. The 2 firft, empty themfelves into Garnock, near the
village, And Garnock empties itfels into the fea at the bar of Irvine. From'®
the rapidity af thefe differgny waters, and when much fwelled, great mifchief
ig often done to the flat grounds near the village, through which they run; fo .
t'hn many fields of rich grain have been, in harveft, cither laid flat on the
gronnd covered with wreck, or entirely fwept away when cut down. In har-
vet £791, mare than 20 acres wete thus deftroyed and loft. Hereby, the value
of fuch lands, however rich, is greatly leffened, as farmerscannot call their
crops their own, till they are fecured in their harns, There are plenty of trouts
in the above waters, generally of a {mall ﬁze, and very in colour, according te .
the waters they are caught in. Some fea-trouts and falmon are caught in Gar- ~
apck, but not in fuch quantities, as to bring much profit to the proprietor of
the water, though the price of late years has. ulmco‘ftmx{d te 3d. the
Epghﬂa lib.
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#rial of this hds not been made. "But the greateft qusntity of
ground in the parifh, is of = very different quality, much in-
clined to clay of different colqurs, and of s tilly, wet bottom.
There-is alfo a good deal of mofs-ground, not only in the
billy part of the parith, but alfo in the lower parts of it.
Some of which, bas of late, by 2 fenfible procefs, been brought
from its natural flete, to bear very good crops, both of oats
anil grafs, and this, by digging it with a fpade in winter, and
expofing it to the froft, ridgiag it up, and allowing pro-
per drains and fufrows, throwing fome quick lime vpon
it, and harrowing it in with the feed: The digging repeated
3, fometimes 3 yeats, then fewing grafs-feeds upon it, either
Wwith & view to eat or to feed, .and from its not being former-
ly worth a 6d., or indeed any thing, the aér_e, by this procefd,
it hes become equal in value, to mof} of the grounds that lie
sround it. The expenfe of digging, ridging, and draining,
dounotueeed:l. the acre the firft year, and 11. 6s. the twa
following. The propristors of fuch grounds, are fo fully
fenfible of the advanteges of fuch a procefs, that in a few
years it is expe&ted, that g great part of them will be madg
it to bear very good crops both of oats and grafs. ’

Divifien and Rents.—Within thefe 40 years paﬁ., the great.
eft part, if not almoft the whole of the parifh, has been ene
clofed. When enclofing firft began, it was cffe@ted with fome
difficulty, as the adjoining heritors or tenants, were not only
unwilling to bear half of the cxpenfe, but could not think of
being deprived of a liberty they had long been accuftomed te
take, of pafturing their cattle upen their neighbour’s ground,
whmhwaso&enofmorendmtggetotbexrcatde than feed-
ing upon their own. But when they got the better of thefe
Jittle felfith views, which they foon did, s fpirit ofendoﬁng
took place, as they evideatly perceived, that caclofisig, not

soly
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puly preferved every man’s ptoperty entire, but was ufeful
to the ground itfelf, by keeping it from being potclied in win-
ter and fpring; the enclofures keeping the ground warmer,
ahd affording fhelter to their cattle, both in'the heat of fum-
mer, and from the cold in winter. Senfible of thefe, and
other advantages, enclofing went rapidly on, either at the ex-
peafe of the proptietor, or of his tenants. And fo eager
have tenants been, for a long while paft, sbout it, that they
bave not only their grounds in genéral enclofed, but properly
fubdivided, and fcraple hot to pey the intereft of the money,
the proprietor of the lagds lays out in fuch enclefings, even
to 5, and fometimes to 74 per cent., according to the different
fences made. In the low part of the parifh, the enclofures
ave moftly ditches of different widenefs, and rows of thorns
fometimes mixed with fome afh 6r beeches, which, when they
thrive, give good fhelter to the grousd. The moor farms of
the parifh, are all enclofed with fone fences of different heights,
-The farms, in general, are not large in the low part-of the
perith. They feldom exceed 6ol. in rent, and many let at 20l
10l., and fome ¢ven lower, The moor farms being more ex-
g&nﬁve, let from 1001, to 2001, and even more. The grounds
in the low part of the parith, and that lie along the waters,
ate neyer rented below 11., and fome fuch, are alfo rented at
1l 10s. the acre, and fometimes asbove that. The grounds
adjoining to thefe, and of a different quality, are, in general,
rented from 12s. to 1§s. the acre, The noor farms where
there is tolerable gpod grafs, and no heath, about 4 s. 6d. the
gere,  The heath pafture is not generally let by the acre, but
by the lump. The valued rent of the parith is 65381 14s.
Scots ; the real rent sbout 63501. Sterling. The number of
Heritors may be about go. Only one confiderable landholder
yefides, and who poffefles, I fuppofe, not much lefs-than one-

o ’ third
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third of the parifh. There are alfo fome others who pofiefy
pretty good eftates; of whom, fome refide.

Agriculture, 8&c.—The method of farming is a good deal
improved within thefe 2q years, Before that period, farmers
thought they could not plough enough, even though they
had but too frequently, very poor returns for their work and
expenfe. But they have feen their miftake. And every in.
telligent farmer now among us, feldom thinks of opening his
ground, till it has refted 4, and fometimes 6 years, and even
then, to enrich it with dung or lime. Tenants, in general,

are bound, and they look on it as na hardthip, to have no

more than a third of their ground in tillgge. Their outfield
lgnd, which, in general, is well limed (to the extent of 16a
bolls an acre, and fometimes more, each boll containing ¢
Winchefter bufhels) commonly produces 2 craps of oats, with
a crop of rye-grafs fucceeding, and is afterward turned to
pafture. The infield land or crofting, is that on which they"
lay moft of the dung they make from their own cattle (for.
dung is not to be bought) and raife 3 crops from it, bear,
qats, and beans, and then return to dunging again. As bear.
is a very uncertain crop, both by reafon of the bulk of the.
land being inclined to clay, and 3 wet bottom, and allo to
the great quantity of rain that generally falls, about the end
of fummer, and the beginning of harveft, this being the cafe, .
ﬁ;any faymers have adopted another method, and, I helieve,
much tg their advantage, viz. of laying their dung upon their
outfield or pooreft ground, allowing 2 acres ahout the fame
quantity of dung, they would have givep to 1 acre of bear, -
and taking 2 crops of oats, and fometimes 1 of rye-grafs hay;
and in this way, their future grazing crops on fuch land, are.

much improved, and the whole farm in procefs of time, is
h;ought into a ftate of improvement, And, as many are fall-
ipg
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g in with this method, there is nowgvery little bear raifed
for the market, but only a fmall guantity for family ufe. In
deed, oats is the crop moft to be depended on by the farmer,
as being a more hardy grain than bear, a more certain crop;
and always commanding a ready market. Peafe are feldom
fown. Though luxuriant crops of them can be raifed, yet the-
rains that generally fall about the autumnal equinox, lays
them flat with the ground, to the lofs of both grain and fod-.
der. Beans are fown hy many farmers, only in fmall quan-
titics. From: the grounds along the water, large crops are
got. Wheat is- not fown by the: common farmers, though
{fome gentlemen in the parith fow it in fmall quantities for fa-.
mily ufc, and have returns from 30 to 40 Winchefter bufkels
the acre. It is fown after a fallow or potatoe crop, and the .
feed generally ploughed down with a fhallow furrow, snd
lightly harrowed. This method is preferred, as hereby the
{eed being deeper buried, winter or fpring frofts, are not fo-
ready to-throw out the plants; and it is alfo thought, that if
the crop is luxuriant, by having a deep hold of the ground,
it is not fo apt to lodge. Clover-feeds are but feldom fown..
A few who fow-them,. after proper preparatior, have found.
great profit from them, both in enriching their hay crops,
and adding greatly to the value of pafture-grafs. It cam
fearcely be told, to what extent, an acre of good red clover
will go, in feeding-cows and horfes in the houfe, when 2 or-
3 crops are taken from it. There is furely no fuch cheap
way of feeding horfes in fymmer, and having plenty of milk
from cows, as by allowing them red clover in abundance, not:
to mention the dung that is hereby faved. Bat, till cleanfing-
the ground from weeds by fallowing, be more frequent than
it is, little advantage will be gained by fowing of clover- -
feeds, Fallowing is not pra&ifed in this parith by common
farmers, but by a few gentlemen it is going :m, and whetheg
it
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§¢ will infuence othegy to follow their example, time will
fhow. If they were to adopt it, certainly their grounds would
be much better prepared for fucceeding crops. Flax is fown
chiefly for family ufe, and but feldom for market. Turnip.
farming was only introduced into the parith laft year. The
gentleman who introduced it, has fucceeded, himfelf, in hav-
ing a large crop, which probahly will induce othets to follow
his example. Potatoes is a crop univerfally raifed by every
farmer; but feldom to any further extent, than barely for the
fcanty ufe of his own family. But I have long thought, that
every farmer might profitably confume; the double or triple
of the potatoes, he commonly raifes. If he were to cultivate
but orte acre yearly, what a large provifion does he lay in for
the fupport of man and beaft ? One acre, if properly culti-
vated, will, on an average, yield 4o bolls, at 8 Winchefter
bathels the boll, each buthel heaped. And even more bolls
will be got, if the ground is good on which they are planted,
and proper dunging and cultivation given. I have known &
large family, not under 15, plentifully fupplied for 6 months
in the year, with a large quantity given every day to 2 or
8 horfes inftead of corn in the winter months, and alfo t6
tows and poultry; and after all, felling 5l. worth of them
that remained, and all from the produce of 1 acre. No fuch
valuable crop then can be raifed, and when freely given, will
fatten cows, horfes, bogs, and poultry, to any degree you dé-
fire. An acre of potatoes -of 40 bolls, at the low price of
ts. the buthel, is 161. It were to be withed, therefore, that
farmers were more attentive to their intereft, and plant more
potatoes tlian they commonly do*. The implements of huf-

bandry

® The common method of planting this roet, is ploughing and harrowing the
ground once, and dois 7 the reft of the work with the fpade; but this method
is both flow and expenfive. A better metkod is adopted by others, after giving
the
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Yandry for carrying on the common method of farming, are
but few: The old Scotch plough, drawn with 4 horfes; o
brake harrow drawn by 2; and common harrows for each
borfe. A few have rollers for breaking of clods and {mooth-
ing the ground. Some gentlemen in the parith who pra&ife
fallowing and turnip-farming, have Englifh, and Eaft Coun-
try ploughs of a light conftru&tion, drawn by 2 horfes, and
X man holds and drives the plough. But till the ground un-
dergo a different cultivation from what it has yet done, and
be cleared of ftones, with which it abounds, the old Scotch
plough muft be better adapted to the prefent mode of culti-
vatiom, than the Englith plough can be. As the grain that is
raifed in the parith is, in general, confumed in it, and few
farmers have much to want after maintaining their own
families, this cannot be called a corn country, when fo
little of their grain is brought to market. The parifh, in
general, is better adapted for grafs than for corn. What g
pity then is it, that better methods were not fallen on to im«
prove the grafs ? This will not be done, till the ground be
properly prepared by fallowing, cleanfed well from its old

Vor. XII, N roots,

the ground, at leaft, 3 different ploughings and harrowings, or till properly pul.
verized, furrows are made with 2 horfes at the diftance of g feet, dung is pus
into the furrows, the potatoes are laid, then the furrow is filled up with the
plough, by gding down one fide and coming up the other, and thereby giving fuch
a depth of covering as you choofe. An acre of potatoes can be covered in this
way, with a fingle horfe and a fmall plough, in 6 or 7 hours. By the cultiva-
tion the ground receives before planting, and 2 or 3 more ploughings after the
plants appear, hereby it receives all the benefit that can refult from a failow,
with a rich crop to the bargain, and the ground in order for bearing fome clean
and weighty crops. I know a field of about 10 acres, that after this cultivation,
has been cropped for above 20 years, and the crops, in general, rich and luzu.
riant. The dung of the farm is moftly employed on the potatoe ctop, aud the
rotation of crops that follow, are, 1. wheat, 2. beans, 3. barley, and if a little.
dung can be fpared, the better; 4. oats, and then return to potatocs again. A
proper rotation of crops, is one way to fecure fuccefs to the farmer. ’
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roots, and proper grafs-feeds thrown into it. It is by grafs
that the farmer at prefent pays his rent; all pains, therefore,
fhould be taken to improve it. For fome years paft, the pro-
fits of the dairy have been great; and lit may be faid with
certainty (if we except the moor farms) that the rents of the
parifh are, in general, paid from the butter and cheefe made
in it. The grazing farms in the pariih, are émployed either
in fattening Highland cows, to the extent of about 3co, or
rearing up jo_ung ones, for the tenant himfelf, or for others,
;.md at the prices, from 12s. to 1§s. for 1 year old, 'and from
295s. t0 24s. for 2 and 3 year olds, and that from the 1ft of
May to the 1ft of November. The fheep or heath farms in
the parifh are but few; the flock of the whole amounting
to about 12%0. The fheep are of a fmall fize, and the wool
not of a fine quality ; when fattened, are generally fold to
the Paifley or Glafgow markets. Few fheep are kept in the
low grounds fince enclofing took place *.
S ¢ g Cows

® Prices.~—The average price of oats is 2. bear 2. 6d. barley 3s. beans and
peafe 3s. 9d. wheat §s.the Winchefter buthel. Beef, at flanghter time, is 44d.,
¥nd at other feafons 5d. and 6d. the lib.; veal from sd. to 64.; mutton from
5d. to 6d.; pork from 5d. to 6d.; lamb from sd. to 6d. the lib., the lib. being
24 ounces. The price of 3 fat goofe is 25. 6d.; of a turkey from 3s. to gs.; of
 hen from 14d. to 16d. ; of a dugk 1s.; of a chicken gd.; 'and eggs from 4d.
to 6d. a-dozen. Butter s fold from 9d.to 10d.; ﬂummed milk cheefe from 3d. to -
4d. ; fweet milk from 5d. to 6d. the lib., accordmg to its age, the lib. bemg
24 cunces. The whole of the above grg.cl_cs of provz{ipns! except grain, has ad-
vanced in price, at leaft one-third, witbin thefe 10 years. The average wages of
farm fervants, when tbej eat in the houfé, are from ok to 12l a-year; womex‘
fervants from 4l to 5l.; mcn labourers from 14d. ;o 20d. a-day, without provi-
fions, and according as thur work iy ; women fur hay working 10 d md reap-
ing 15d. a-day, wzthou; provxﬁons the day’ awages of a wnght 2od of a
mafon 2s.; and of a tailor 10d. a-day, wx{h his meat. All thefe have near
doubled thei;' wages within thefe 20 ycars. ' T

Seed-time and Harvefl—The time of fowing wheat on a fallow, is from the
middle of September to the Ik of O&ober, and, on potatoe ground, from the
' ’ ‘middle
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Cows.and Horfes.—The cows and horfes kept by the farm.
ers; are in proportion to the extent of their farms, To do
them juftice, they do not overftock their farms, as in former
times. They find it their intereft, to keep no more eattle
than they can fully maintain, otherwife, their horfes would
not rife to the prices they are at, nor their cows give fo much
milk as they do. When once a farmer has ftocked himfelf
with cows, he feldom thinks of going to market again for
more, but raifes up young ones to fupply the room of thofe
that are old, and keeps up his ftock by his own rearing. The
breed of cows is greatly improved from what they were. At
prefent, the farmer can fell his cows from 61. to 30l. Ster-
ling, and fome even at higher prices. Having fo much de.
pending on a good kind, they fpare no pains or coft to come
at them. The young cows, now rearing in the parith, may
be about 500, and milch cows about 1100. From each of
whigh, on an average, may be got 13 flones of fweet milk

N N " cheefe,

middle of O&ober to the firft week of November. I have known it fown iater,
and feen a good crop. The time of fowing oats, beans, peafe, and flax, from
the 1t of March to the middle of April; of bear ¢r barley, and planting pota-
toes, from the middle of April to the middle of May, and turnips, from the firft
week of June, tq the middle of it: later does not anfwer well in this country:
‘The harve generally begins about the firft of Scptcmber, and the erops are
Teldom alf got in before the middle of O&ober; and ini cold and wet feafons, I

‘have known crops in the ficld during the whole montl: of Novemrber. The farm=
ers, in general, are healthy, fober; induftrious, and thriving ; and thoagh they
do not indulge themhfelves in high living, yet they live plentifully on’ wholefome
fare; and when they appear in public, the drefles both of men, women, and
children, fhow that they have plenty at home.—Tbirlage has long and jufily
been complained of, as a difcouragentent to inrprovement in agricaltare. Abouf
15 years ago, a part of the parith was freed from that fervitude by purchafing
its thitlage ; but a eonfiderable part fill remains fubje@ to that difcouraging
burden.— Draining is much wanted in many perts of the parith, 2nd if judicionls
ly defigned, and properly executed, would be a permunent and pr.ﬁnbh my

’mvemmt. ;
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cheefe, amounting in whole to 13,205 ftones, the ftone being
16 lib., and the pound 24 ounces. The cheefe, in general, is
of as good a quality as any made in the weft country, and is
moflly fold in the Greenock, Paifley, and Glafgow markets.
The horfes raifed in the parith are but few. Thofe kept by
the farmers, are generally young, and of a large fize. The
common method of fupplying themfelves is, they buy them
when 2 or 3 years old, from the yearly market at Lanark,
where large quantities are fold of all fizes. They keep them
for 1 or 2 years, and with the eafy work of ploughing their
farms, with little more work they put them to, this with
good feeding, raifes them to a large fize, and then they fell
them, often atdouble the prices they bought them at; and in
this way many farmers have confiderably increafed their
ftock. Many fuch horfes have of late been fold from 3-L
to 40l. The amount of horfes in the parifh may be about
80c. .

Roads and Bridges.—The great roads in the parith are, by
@ proper attention of the truftees, in good repair, and all
made by the ftatute-labour. The by-roads will probably alfe
foon be attended to. And, as to bridges, few parithes can
boaft of having fo many ; no fewer than ¢, great and fmall,
are to be found within half a mile of the village, and thofe
moftly built at the expenfe of the parith, which thows a pro=
per attention to their own fafety, as well as that of travellers;
and much to their credit furely it is, as the village cannot be
approached without crofling fome water or burn, and on each
of which a bridge is to be found.

Stipend, School, Poor, 8&c.—There are 3 clergymen in the
village of Dalry, the minifter of the Eftablithed Church,
. '-,.'of:ghe Aantiburgher, and the Burgher Seceders, both of whom

. were
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were eftablithed lately in the parith. There are né Epifcopals;
no Reman Catholics. The patron is Mr. Blair of Blair. The
manfe and offices were built in 1766 ; the church in 1771 ;
and en excellent fchool-houfe fit to accommodate 1¢0 children,
with an houfe to the fchoolmafter, in 17go. All which byild-
ings are in good order and repair. The fipend, one “Year
with another, is about g71., including sol. Scots for com-
munion elements, and exclufive of manfe, and a glebe of about
9 Scots acres arablg. The fchoolmafter’s falary is 81 1. 10s.
Scots, he has a fchool-houfe, dwelling-houfe, and garden. The
ground occupied for the fame, was a prefent of 12 falls, made

by David late Earl of Gla{gow, to the heritors, about the -

+year 1725. The {choolmafter has, -at an average, about 6o
fcholars through the year. He teaches Latin, French, Englifh,
and Arithmetic; is feflion-clerk ; has the charge of the poor’s
money ; has perquifites from marriages and baptifms. The
amount of his living, on the whole, may be about 301, a
fum furely too inconfiderable to encourage a man of educa-
tion and ability, to undertake fuch a laborious and ufefal
charge. And it is to be hoped, that heritors, not only in this,
but in other parithes, will foon be inclined to hold out better
encouragement to fuch an ufeful fet of men. There is alfo a
private fchool in the village, which has, at an average, about
30 attending it ; befides fome private fchools in the country
part of the parith.—The number of poor who are maintain-
od weekly from the poor’s funds, may, at an average, be about
12, befides others who are occafionally fupplied. They are
fupported by the colle@tions on Sunday, mertcloth money,
and the intereft. of a fmall ftock they have on hand. The
yearly fum expended may be about 541. There has not been,
for many years paft, one in the parifh that has gone about
begging, yet plenty of fuch, from other parithes, are conti-
nually infefting us. Though, what our own poor get from

the

4
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the parith-fuads, may not always be fufficient fully t6 main.
tain them, yet, by their own little induftry, with what they
get, they are enabjed to live with fome -degree of comfort.
And, in cafes of old age and ficknefs, more ample provifiens
are made for them. From 1s. to 2s. a~week is generally al-
1oMM. And all this is conduted by the advice of the feflion,
who make it their bufinefs to inquire into every one’s parti-
cular neceflities; and this they do with the greateft attention.
Orphans and idiots are generally boarded at the yearly ex-
penfe of 41., and fometimes a littde more. The parifh bas
not been affeffed for the maintenance of the poor, fo far back
as can be remembered.

Baptifms in the year, ‘ ! 50

Marriages in ditto, > at an average, may be about< 320
Burials in ditto, ) 24

Coals, Lime,8c.—There are 3 coal pits generally going, with-
in lefs than a mile of the village. Cosls are not fold by the
weight, but by a meafure called 2 hutch, 4 of which fills 2 care,
fufficient for an ordinary horfe to draw, and the cart is bought
at the pit for 2s. The feams of coal are different in thick-
nefs at the different pits, from 27 inches, to g feet 4 inches.
The pits are not deep, from 3 to 22 fathoms. Coals abound
fo much in fome parts of the parifh, that farmers, in digging
their ditches, often difcover a thin feam, which they dig ous
for the ufc of their families, and fometimes alfo in fuch quan~
tities, as are employed in burning limeftones for their farms
Limeflones alfo abound in many parts of the parifh, in feams
of confiderable thicknefs. Thefe are fold at different prices,
according to the trouble that attends the working them, and
in proportion to the quaitity of lime they produce. The low-
eft price is 3d., and the higheft 7d. for a cart-load, or as ma-

. ny
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ny a3 one horfe can~draw. A chalder of lime, or 80 Win.
chefter buthels, is generally got from 4 fuch carts. Farmers
generally burn their own lime for the ufe of the farm. Lime,
when bought from thofe who prepare it for fale, is got for
6s. 8 d. for the farm, and, when prepared for building, at 8s.
the chalder. Owing to the plenty and cheapnefs of lime, a ‘ree
ofe is made of it by farmers, this being the only manure that
can be come at, as no dung can be bought, and no rharl as
yet difcovered, fo as to become of general ufe. Peat alfo a-
bounds in many parts of the parifh, fo that many farmers pro-
vide themfelves with fuch large quantities, as to d=pend almoft
whelly upon it for fuel. Peats, when fold, are at 14‘d. or
r5d. the cart; and the cart is fo conftruéted, as to hold a large
quantity, no meafure being in ufe for fuch'an article. They
who live at a diftance from the mofs, provide only a fmall
‘quantity. Peats are generally employed in heating of milk
for cheefe-making, and in drying all kinds of grain for the
mill. There is plenty of iron-ftone in feveral parts of the pa-
rith, but none of it as yet wrought.

ManufaGures.—Thele are moftly confined to the village.
Some years ago, when the filk manufa@ure flourithed, there
were above 100 filk weavers in the village, befides a few in
the country part of the parifh; and thefe were generally em=
ployed by the filk manufa&urers in Paifley or Glafgow. But
now the number of fuch weavers is greatly reduced, and cot-
ton weaving has become the chief trade of the place. I have
been at fome pains’ to find out the numbers of men, women,
and children now employed in the different branches of filk
and cotton workdng ; and they are as follows :

Silk weavers, - - - - 36
‘Women to prepare the filk yarn for the loom, - 8
. : Cotton
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Cotton weavers, - - -- oy
‘Women and childrea to prepare the yara for the loom, 2%

Some more than a year ago, a few belonging to the parifh
began the fpinning of cotton on mule jennies, which they are
#ill doing, having 1§ cooftantly going, and a fmall carding
mill which goes by water, for preparation. "And as they
mean to extend their work to the number of 30 jennies, they
are now building a carding-mill on a Jarger fcale, to go by
water, to anfwer the purpofe of preparation for the above
sumber. The cotton yarn is not manufa@ured in the place,
but is fent to the Paifley or Glafgow markets. Thofe at pre-
fent employed in the above work, including men, women, and
children, may be abeut §5; and when thé work is doubled,
thofe employed will be in proportion. There is in the vil~
lage, and country part of the parith, a fufficient number of '
common weavers, fhoemakers, {miths, wrights, tailors, and
thofe who fell grocery goods, and all kinds of men and women’s
apparel, of the beft and fineft kind. And as to ale and while
ky-houfes, of them there are more than is neceﬂ'ary, to the
great prejudice of the temporal intereft and merals of too
many, snd efpecially of thofe who can, with eafe, earn from
3 8. to 3s. a-day ; the profperity of fuch perfons often de-
ftroys them. The village is a moft convenient fituation for
manufaures, on account of its healthy fituation, eafy reats,
and cheap fuel, when compared with many places in the
peighbourhood. And for carrying on a bleaching bufinefs, I
fuppofe a more convenient fituation cannot be found, having
fo many fireams of water all around ; but nothing of this kind

has as yet been tried.

Populatios.——According to Dr. Webfter’s report, the num-
' ber
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ber of fouls then was 1498. The prefent ftate of population;
from a lift that was latcly taken, is as follows :

Examinable perfons in the country part of the parith, 904
Not examinable (i. e. all below 6 or 7 years old) in do. 282

Examinable in the village, - - - 607
Not examinable in-do. - - - 307
2c00

The above lift includes Seceders.

Ia the country part of the parifh, the population has de- -
creafed during the laft 30 years, owing to the eunlarging of
‘grazing farms, by which many tenants dud cottagers were dif-
1odged. But in the above period, the village has increafed in
population aldhoft double. And in the fame period, the pa-
rith has increafed in population, at leaft 3oo. And as the
village has thus increafed in population; fo houfes have been
built in proportion. So that now, a number of new flated and
well finithed houfes may be foen, fuited to the manufatures
that are going on.

Miperal Spring, 8c.—Some yearsago, by boring in fearch of
coal, wa$ railed a very ftrong fulphurcous fpriag, at g fa-
thoms depth, that has beeq uled with fuccefs in feorbutic,
eruptive, and ulcerous d:fnxders, and in flomaclic comlzints™.

Cavé.—1In the farm of Auchinflzeith, and on' the fide of a
limeflone crag, is a remarkable cave, fcooped by tlie hand of
Vor. Xl (3 dature.

e Amwme: ~There is adjmmn- the nlla-vc dn zm"xcml\moim: called
Courthill. It is of a conical figure, of confiderable height and thickuéfs, nd
every way. regular.in its Ihape It has been bored with, iron rods to a confider-
able depth, and found to be wholly nfale up of éarth, The defign of thefe’

Ruuns,.
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nature. Tt is 44 feet above the bed of a rivulet, is covered
with 30 feet of rock and earth, and crowned with wood. The
entrance is adorned with a vaft prominent rock 27 feet broad,
wnd 30 long, floping a little upward. The inward firu&ure

is

mounts, which are not uncommon, may be guefled at by antiquaries. They
are generally fuppofed to be places where the ancient barons held their courts of
law, gave oiders to, and harangued their retainers, and where they frequently
covered the remains of a departed Chriftian. There is to be found the remains
of a ruin, called a Chapel, fuppofed to be a Romith one. Lately a cairn of
flones was removed from the top of a hill, called Lawhill, and there was found
a fone coffin containing human bones. About 16 years ago, on removing &
large heap of earth and ftaaes, there was found s ftene caffin, with 3 or 4 urns,
containing burnt bones. The urns are faid to hate had letters or figures on”
them, but were broken by the workmen in hopes of treafure. Camphill, near
the borders of the parifh of Largs, is faid to be the place, where the Scots army,
under Alexander I1I. encamped, previous to the battle of Largs 1263. Bétween
that and Largs is Rontdon-burn, fuppofed to derive its name from a detachment
of King Haco of Denmark’s army, being there attacked and put to the rout,
and that doz, is a contradtion of Daze. What renders this more probable, on
the banks of the Routdon-burn, is a large cairn, upon removing part of which,
lately was difcovered .a ftone coffin. ‘The knights Templars had lands in this
parith, and are called Temple lands at this day.—Anciently, there were 2
churches in the parith; the one on the eaft, the other on the weft of the village,
#nd little more than a qudrter of a mile diftant from the prefent church. With-
in'thefe laft 40 years paft, the remains of the eaft church have been feen by
fome now living. The weft church, though no- remains of the building can be
trated, yet from a picce of ground being there, fill called the old glebe, it s
probable the church may have ftood néar to it. This old glebe, was exchanged
about 30 years ago, for the prefent one. At what period the 2 churches were
united, and the church firft built where the prefent one new ftands, is uncer-
tain, but thought to have been between the years 1600 and 1608. No -lug-
‘mentation of ipend of Dalry fince 1550 ; when, at the inftance of Mr. Ro-
bert Bell, ther minifter, purfuer, the ftipend was then fixed at what it now is.
The decree bears to have proceeded on an agreement between Blair of Blair,
tack{man of the teinds of the parith, by tack granted to him by John, Arch-
bifop of St. Andrew’s, Commendator of Kilwitning, dated the laft day of May
1616, and 2 commiffions from the prefbytery of Irvine, in mame and behalf of
3. Bell the purfuer.—The moffes in the lew part of the parith, do evidently
cover
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1y like Gothic arched work, fupported with mafly columns and
butrefles. Its width varies in different places from § te 1a
feet ; its height from § to 12 feet; and its length, fo far as
is acceffible, is about 183 feet. About the middle of itisa

Oa° fpacious

cover the remains of ancient forefts. Trees of different fpecies and dimenfions
are often found, fome of them very large, particularly oak and elm, which are
the prevailing kinds, and ufually broken off near the roots, and lic along ina
dire@ion from S. W. to N. E.  The roots all ftand in a perpendicular pofture,
and as cldfe as the roots of trees in a foreft. All the limeftone quarries abound
with marine petrifactions of numerous varieties, and incumbent on fome fuch
quarries, is a bed of fone marl from 3 to 5 feet depth. It has been analyzed
and found to contain from 30 to 50 parts of calcareous earth, and falls foon to
powder when expofed to fun and weather. No proper trial of it 2s a mapure
has been made,
.
Mifcellaneous Obfervations —It is thought by many, that the Clyde and fes
at Irvine or Saltcoats might be connected with a Canal, and that from the leve]
mature of the intervening firath, and plentiful fupply of water to be got from
the lochs of Lochwinnoch and Kilbirny ; and as coal much abounds in many
parts of that firath, it might be conveyed to thofe towns near to which the
Camnal might go, perhaps on much eafier terms, than otherwife they can be pro-
vided, with many other articles that would be conveyed through fuch a long
and fertile part of the country.—From the fmall number of fheep in the parith,
little attention has yet been paid to the improvement of the breed, or wool. In
. the fheep farms no attention has been paid. In the Jow part of the parith,
many farmers keep from 2 to half a-dozen of theep, that feed with their milch
cows, thefe are generally of a mixed breed between Scotch and Englith, of a
larger fize (from 12 to 14 lib. 2 quarter) and the wool of a8 much finer quality,
than what is got from the fmall moor theep, and will bring one-third more when
fold. T have known 10 or 12 Englith pounds, and fometimes more, got from
them. The number of fuch in the parith, may be about 100.—Lately died in
the parith, a conple who had been married 52 years, both were above 80 years
old, 16 hours only intervened between their deaths, and both were buried in
one grave. Died in the parifh, in 1789, 2 woman about 60 years of age. She
had been thrice married. By her firft hutband fhe became pregnant, and her.
pains came feverely opon her, about the ordinary time; but fhe was not de-
livered. She continued ever after to have the appearance of pregnancy. Her
fisft humband dying, the was again married to a farmer, who alfo died in a few
. years,
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fpacious opcmng, 35 feet long, 12 fcct wide, and 12 h:gh
The whole internal furface is varioufly indented. Its floor is
nearly dry 3 its fides and corners run off into many crevices ;
and its roof is emblazoned by calcareous mcruﬂatmns.

N U M

years. She was laftly married to another farmer, about the year 1772. He
died in 1788, and fhe fwvived him about g months. She was of a full habit of
body, and enjoyed good. bealth, till about 5 months before her death, when fhe
began to fall off much, was confined to her bed, and her legs fwelled. Her
pregnant appearance fill remained, 3nd fhe told fome of her nexghbours, that
about 33 years ago, fhe expected to be dclivered, and felt life ard motion in
;hc child. This excited the defire of thc furgeons to have her body opened af-
ter her death. Leave was granted by her friends, to a fkilful furgeon in Beith .
%o open her.  But he not coming at the appointed time, two perfons of fmall
Gill and experience, performed the operation in a coarfe manaer, and could not
give a proper account of the fituation in which they found the fectus. . They,
however, did find a child come to maturity, and in a pcrfcét ftate of prefcrvn-
tion. It was immediately laid on the table, before more than a dozen of people
that were prefent. The operators were allowed to carry it away ; and ] faw it
afterward myfelf. The incruftation round it was tough, and of a harny ap-
pearance when I faw it, and in laying the incruftation open, it appeared one of
the child’s arms had been harmed. I heard it was afterward in the poﬂ‘eﬂio:;
of the late Dr. William Hamilton, and Mr. Monteath furgeon, anfgow, for
fome time, who took a drawing of it, as the perfons who extracted it, would
not part with it, but at an extravagant price. I have alfo heard, that fome of
the medical gentlemen at Edinburgh, are in pofleflion of it at this very time. '
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PARISH or BARONY or GLASGOW,

(CouxtY oF LaNARK, SYNoD OF GLASGOW AND ATR, PRES.
BYTERY oF GLaAsGow.

By the Rev. Mr. Joux Burxs.

Extent, Soil, Surface, $5c.

T HE city of Gla{gow, and the barony parifh, till the year
1595, made but one parih. But population baving
fo much increafed, that it was inconvenient for the inhabi-
tants of the town and country to meet in one place, they were
at that time disjoined ; and the landward part of the parifh,
as diftingunifhed from the town, was called the darony. This
parifh is both large and populous, extending from 2 to 5 or 6
miles around the city,of Glafgow, except on the fouth fide.
“The foil is various. In fome places it is a rich clay, in others
= light fand : towards the N. and N. E., it is a cold clay, or
fpongy and moorith, but confiderably improved by the atten-
tion paid to draining, liming, and a better mode of cultivation
pdopted by the farmers ; flill, bowever, there is much room
' ‘ for
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for improvements, and thefe are carrying on with confiderable
fpirit in different parts. Though there are no high hills in
the parifh, there are many beaatiful fwells, which greatly di~
verfify the appearance, and add much to the beauty of the
country. On the banks of Clyde, at Weftthorn, and in many
other places, the land{cape is rich, various, and delightful.
The river winding through richly cultivated fields, and fre-
quently loft among the trees, which grow upon its banks ;
interfperfed with many gentlemen’s houfes, and the large and
populous city of Gla(gow, with its numerous fpires and ve-
nerable cathedral, prefent to the eye various ftriking wiews,
and fill the mind with the pleafing ideas of induftry, wealth,
fecurity, and happinefs.

Tlimate and Difeafes—The climate is temperate, the air
healthy, though rather moift, when compared with the eaftern
parts of Scotland, and many of the thhabitants live to an ad-
vanced age, though at prefent there are none above go years
old. The difeafes moft prevalent are confumptions and fe-
vers ; which laft, tor want of proper attention to cleanlinefs,
sud a free circulation of frefh air, prove fo infe&ious, as gew
perally to go through the whole family, and relapfes are very
frequent. The common people, however, are now beginniag
to be more attentive than formerly to the cleanline(s and ven,
tilation of their houfes.” lndeed, from the increafe of trade,
and of wealth among them, tlieir houfes, and the whole ftyle
of their living is much improved .within thefe few years.
This feafon the fmall-pcx has been very frequent among the
children, and vaft nurobers have died. Inoculation is yet far
from being generally pra&ifed, though the unreafonable pre.
judices entertained againft it are gradually wearing off. Ia
the villages, the great bulk of the inhabitants being employed
in munufa&ures, many of them are very. fubjed to fiatulency,

: and
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and the difeafes incident to fedentary peeple. And the wea-
vers, probably from the want of due circulation by the pref-
fare .of the feat, are very often afflited with what they call
Jore legs, or bad ulcers in their legs, very difficult to be heal-
ed. Lime-water has been ufed of late in many cafes ‘with
great fuccefs. :
Mineral Springs, and Minerals.--There arechalybeate fprings
fn different parts of the parifh, particularly on the fide of the
river Clyde, above Rutherglen bridge. At Anderfton there
is a fpring which contains one grain of mineral alkali or foda
in the pint of water. And at Northwoodfide, there is a ful-
phureous fpring upon the fide of the river Kelvin, which for-
merly was often ufed, it is faid, with fuccefs, in fcorbutic dif-
orders. But for a confiderable time paft no attention has been
paid to it, and the water of thg river now ruans into it. This
parifh abounds with coal of an excellent quality, and fold at
@ very reafonable price, being laid down in the city of Glaf-
gow, at the rate of 3s. 9d. the cart of 12 cwt. This cheap-
nefs of fuel is of the utmoft importance to the comfort of the
inhabitants, and the thriving of manufa&ures: And as the
fields of coal in the neighbourhood are immenfe, it is to be °
hoped the price will always continue fo moderate as to pre-
ferve to Glafgow the fuperiority the at prefent enjoys above
moft places. Indeed, were the price of fuel to be raifed fo
‘high as to injure the manufa&ures, the coal.owners themfelves
would equally fuffer. The. value of the coal produced from
the different mines may amount to about 3¢,000 1. annually.
Thofc belonging to James M‘Nair, Efq. of Shettlefion, pro-
duce from §coo L to 60co L, Sterling annually ®. ‘
¢ ‘ ' Manufallures.

® On his colliery, the firft fleam-engine for drawing off the water from the
coal-pits, was ere@ed, in the year 1764. Siace that time near s0 {team-engines
' have



1§ Statiftical Account

Manufaiiures.—The weaving manufaQure is carried on to
a great extent in this parith, there being at prefeat upwards of
3000 looms employed. Within thele 19 years, however, this
branch of manufatture has undergone an almoft total change.
Before that time, they were employed in lawas, fhirting,
check, and handkerchiefs, linen handkerchiefs for printing, and
bloanks, confifting of linen-warp, and cotton-weft, which were
printed for neck-handkerchiefs, gowns, aud bed-furniture,
But now they are almoft wholly in the muflin line, very few
lawns or checks being manufaltured in this place. Though
the muflin trade has been but latcly eftablitbed, yet it has ale
ready rifen to great perfe@ion. And were the importation
of Eaft India muflins in fome meafure reftrained, and the fine
cotton wool brought home, it is impoffible to fay to what exe
tent this branch might be carried, and how much this coun.

ty

have been fet up in the neighbuurhood of Glafgow. There are feveral ftrata or
feams of coal of different thicknefles, and at different diftances from one an-
other. Thefe all lie nearly parallel to each other, but not parallel to the fur-
face of the earth, having their dip, as it is termed by the colliets, or their de_
clination towards the river Clyde, and rifing, as you retire from the river, near-
er to the furface of the earth till they crop aut. And what is very remarkable
the feams of coal on the other fide of Clyde, alfo have their dip towards il’
bed ; fo that the ftrata on the different fides of the river, inftead of lying in the
fame plane, are inclined to each other at a certain angle. In fome pits, the
ttrata of coal are of the following thickneffes : 1%, The npper coal from 4 to
4k feet tlick: 2d, Ell-coul from 24 to 3 feet: And 3d, Main coal from 4% to
s% feet.  Thefe are the only feams that have as yet been wrought. Above the
coal there lies a thin but very rich ftratum of iron-fone. Till within thefe
few years that the Clyde iron-works were erccted on the borders of this parith,
the whole iron-ftone in this part of the copntry was difregarded, and fumetimes
proved a great incumbrance. Now, it is » fource of Wealth, and gives em-
ployment to feveral hands in this parith. Befides coal #hd iron-ftone, there are’
beds of very good free-ftone, particularly at Poflit, much ufed in the city of
Glafgow for building and flagging the fidos of the fireets. And on the eaft ide-
“of the fir park adjoining to the city, there is a large whinftone quarry, whence
all the fones ufed for paving the ftreets hate bech brougk.
2
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.ty might be benefited by it But as the manufaGures of this

parifh are immediately conne@®ed with the city of Glafgow,
they will be more properly and fully treated of there. Itis
thercfore unneceffary to fay any thing farther of them in this
place. Only it may be proper to take notice of the improves
ments introduced by Mr. George Mackintoth, a gentleman
whofe fpirited and fuccefsful exertions have been of the great.
«ft benefit to the manafa@ures of this country, and by whom
I have been favoured with the following account: The cud-
bear mannfalture carried on here; under the firm of George
Mackintoth and Co. was began in the year 1777, occupying
about 1} acres of ground, compa&ly bailt, and well walled
round with ftoae and lime. This is 2 maoufaure for mak-
ing a dye-ftuff, now becoming an ufeful article, and employ.
ed chiefly in the woollen aad filk manufa@ures of Britsin,
and is made from an excrelcence that grows upon rocks and
ftones, a {pecies of the liechen or rock-mofs, which, with cer-
tain chemical preparations, makes a dye-ftuff called cudbear.
It was knownand ufed as a dye-ftuff in the Highlands of Scoz-
land by the name of corkes or crottel, fome hundred years sgo.
Bat it was Meffrs. George and Cuthbert Gordon, (now Dr.
Cuthbert Gordon), who firft attempted, and had the merit of
bringing the procefs to a regular fyftem. They, in conjunc-
tion with the Meflrs. Alexanders of Edinburgh, ere®ed a ma-
nufalure for it in Leith, in which they petfevered for feve-
fal years. But it pioved in the end unfuccefsful. Confider-
able improvements hive been made in the manufaure fince

" its eftablifbtnent in Glafgows And the Company finding that

the rock-mofs in Scotland would foon be exhaufted searly fent
a perfon of fkill to explore the rocks of Sweden and Norway,
whénce they, for fome time paft, import all they ufe. But
there it is alfo beginning to be fearce. Ruflia appeats to pro-
doce none of it, * This mxiufallure copfumes a very confi-

Vo XIL P derable
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derable guantity of human urine ; above 2000 gallons a:.day:
They have about 1500 iron-bound cafks difperfed among the
manufa&uring and tradefmen’s houfes in Glafgow and fub-
urbs. For each”catk full they pay a certain price, which, with
the expenfe of colle&ing, colts them about 8co1l. a-year, for
an article which formerly ran in wafte through the kennels
and drains of the ftreets. The dying of Turkey red on cot-
ton, though @ very late difcovery in this kingdom, was efta.
blithed in Glafgow earlier than in any part of Great Britain.
In the year 1785, Mr. George Mackintofh being in London,
fell in with Monfieur Papillon, a Turkey red dyer from Rou-
en, carried him with him to Glafgow, and, in conjun&ioa
with Mr. David Dale, built an extenfive dye-boufe at Dal-
amarnock in this parih, upon the banks of the river Clyde,
where cotton is dyed a real Turkey red, equal in beauty and
folidity to Eaft India colours. There is another dyehonfe,
equally extenfive, lately ere@ed for the fame purpofe, in the
neighbourhood of this one, alfo in the barony parith, under
the management of Mr. Papillon, who. is now conne&ed with
another Company. At both places the Turkey red colours
are now made in great perfe&tion. By means of thefe eftablith-
ments, the ingenious and induftrious manufa@urers of this
place are enabled to make cotton-pulicate haodkerchiefs, e~ -
qual in beauty and quality to any in the known world. And
although the Meflrs. Bouilles (one of whom is fixed at-Man-
chefter) did obtain a premium from Pacliament for the Tur-
key red, the bufinefs was firft eftablithed here ; and {pecimens
of manufa&ured pulicates of a fuperior colour, it is fhid, were
produced before a committee of the Houfe of Commons, (made
.by Mr: Mackintofh, who was the firft who manufa@ured any
here) while Mr. Bouille could only produce cuts of cotton-
yarn done by him. It is now computed that there dre above
1500 looms employed in this bramch of pulicate alone, iam

g Glafgow



Of Barony of Glajgow. 11§

. Glifgow and neighbourhood. This colour is fo faft, or fixed,
- that when wove with brown cotton, or linen yarn, it re.
fifts and ftands the whole procefs of bleaching, and acquires
more beauty and luftre by this trying operation ; and when
wrought in with bleached yarn, requires 24 hours boiling in
{oap and athes, to reduce it toits vivid ftandard. -Acids,
which deftroy moft other reds, in a moderate degree, improve
this, Making Turkey red is a moft intricate and troublefome
procefs, requiring about 1§ different operations in the com-
mon courfe of dying. :
Near to the cudbear manufalture, is juft now commenced
a bufinefs carried on by George and Charles Mackintofh, en-
tirely new in this, or, we believe, in any other country. It
is the making of 'a newly difcovered chymical preparation,
which anfwers as a real fubftitute in dying and printing, for
- faccharum faturni, or fugar of lead and allum. It is hoped it
will be an ufeful undertaking, as hitherto all, or by far the
greateft part of the fugar of lead ufed in Britain has been im.
ported from Holland. Thefe ingenious and economical peo-
ple, though a duty of 3d, the pound is 1mpofed on this ar-
" ticle when imported, and though receiving their lead from
Britain, yet have hitherto been able to underfell all who have
made any attempt of the fame kind in this kingdom. Mr.,
Mackintoth and his fon Charles intended this for a fngar of
lead bufinefs ; but in the courfe of their experiments in that
way, this improvement occurred to Charles Mackintofh, who
is a very able chymift ; and the work is now entirely employ-
ed for this purpofe. They fupply the printers with this pre.
paration at a lower rate than that which is ufually made from
the Dutch fugar of lead. The principal printfields in the
country have tried, are now ufing, and approve of it, as mak:
iog an equally fixed, and, at the fame time, a more beautiful
golour than that done in the ufual manner thh fugar of lead
Pa and
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and allam. And I underftand they can fupply the whole
confumpt of the country *.
Divgfion

# In the yehr 1734, a cotton mill was built at North Woodfide in this parifh,
by Mr. William Gillefpie, which gives ¢mployment to about 400 perfaps, men,
women and childpen. This, with the people engaged in the blepehfield, and
otherwife, has made Woodfide a confiderable village, while it has become the
feat of plenty and comfort, the happy coufequence of induftry and manufac-
‘tures. Senfible of the advantages of religion and good morals, to promote the
induftry and happinefs of the people, the benevalent proprictor pays particalar
attention to thefe. He has not only engaged a mafter to teach the children,
through the week, to read, but be has alfo fitted up, and fupports at his own
expenfe, a place for public worthip on the Lord’s day, where a decent congre-
gni:’on regularly affembles. And in the afternoon, the preacher publicly cate-
chifes and inftru@s the children. The knowledge thus diffufed among the chil.
dren and the inhabitants of that part of the parith, is an hooourable teimony
to the fidelity and diligence of Mr. James Steven ghe preacher ; and the good
eﬂ'eﬁ&, it is to be hoped, will extend, at leatt among fome, much fmher than
merely that regularity, fobriety, and induftry, which ferve fo much to promots
‘their temporal profperity and comfort. ‘The yara fpun at this mill, employs
about 4.5owuvu_; exclufive of thofe who get their bread by winding, ftarch.
ing, &c

In 1772, the fame gentleman eRtablithed a printfield at Anderfton, which,
with the bleachfield, give employmt to between 300 and 400 people. Tbe
‘cloth there printed, may employ 500 or 600 operative weavers. Befides thefe,
there are feveral other bleachfields at Finniefton, Calton, Springfield, and other
places, condued upon the moft improved principles, and which give bread to
a great number of perfons. About 30 ycars ago, a very large brewery was
ere@ed near Anderfton, for brewing ale and porter, both for foreign and home
confompt. To fo great dn extent do they carry onbninefs, that near e gth
part of the whole excife of Scotlmdhnbempnd by them.

" At Partick on the river Kelvin, there are vcry extenfive wheat mills erected:
the greateft paxt “of which belong to the mcorpmnon of bakers in Glafgow:
‘The mills are well conftruéed, and mach maclnnery mt.mdnced for the abridge-
tnent of labour. Atthebn&enwhntmdh alone, at = average of the 4 laft
gears from May 1786 to May 190, 36,:13 bolls of wheat and a-half have been
annually milled. "

Seed-time and Barvef—The time of fowing wheat, is from the middle of

September to the middle of O&cber; oats, ptafe, beans, and flax, from the
" middle
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Divghon and Rent of Land.—The whole valued rent of the
parifh, as flated in the cefe-books for the county, is 13,0001l
Scotch ; but of this 4000 1. is held by the College of Glafgow,
as the teind of the archhithoprick, fot which they have ne-
ver yet paid any public burdens. The heritors are ga in
number, of-whom 59 refide in the parifh, either conftantly or
octafiomlly. The farms are, in general, about 6o .acres,
-thaugh there are fome of 160, and fome as low as 8o acres.
In the neighbourhood of the villages, & grest daal of the Lend
i3 rentod in very {mall parcels by the tradefmen, for the pum
pofe of rearing potatoes, &c. The foil being very different,
the reats are alfo different; but from the fpirit for improve-
ment which prevails, and the increafing demand in the city of
Glafgow for the ptoduce of the farms, the rents are evéry
where rifing. The greateft part of thie land is enclofed, the
face of the country much improvedl, and the tenants better
able to afford a higher reat than formerly, At prefent, there

' is

middle of March to the middle of April; potatoes and barley in May; amd
turnips in June and July. The harveft generally begins about the middle or
end of Auguft, and the crop is got totally in abont the middle of O¢tober, ex.
cept in cold and wet feafons. The price of grain and provifions in this parifh,
is regulated by the Glafgow markets, and nctd oot be bere fepurately futed,

Tde Price of Labour~The wages of day-labourers are, in winter, from 1od.
20 15, and in fummer from 1s. 2d. to 1s. 4d. a-day. Journeymen weavers earn
from X0s. to 145 a-week, and fome 20s. In harveft, the men’s wages, a-day,
for reaping, are from Xs. 4d, to 15. 6d., and the women’s 15.; both of them
furaith their own provifions oat of their wages. Colliers earn from 2s. gd. o
3. each day ; but are jo pany days out o the pit, that they feldom, at an
average, camn above 30l annually. The wages of domeftic fervants are, for
men 10L, and for women from 3L to §L a-year. A ploughman’s wages are,
n general, about 1ol or 12l ; but fome who have excelled at the ploughing
‘Tmatches, fome time ago introduced into this country, have got their wages ad-
vanced to 25l a-year, befides bed, board, and watiung, The expenfes of &
eommon labeurer’s family, when married, are generally about 161, a-year.
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is fome of the worft ground rented at 10s. the acre, and the beft
arable land at 31.; garden ground is let at from 41. to 6 1. a-
year. There are 3 different kinds of ploughs ufed, according
4o the nature of the foil; but the old Scotch plough is ¢he moft
gommon, - . .

Villages, Rents of Houfes, and New Houfes.—As manufae-
. gures are carried to a great extent in the city of Gla{gow, their
irfluence is felt on all the country round ; and a number of
very populous and thriving villages have been built in this
parifh. Thefe are Calton and Bridgeton, Grahamfton, An-
derfton, Fionieflon, Clayflap, North-Woodfide, Cowcaddens,
Parkhoufe, Camlachie, Parkhead, Weftmuir, Shettlefton,
Lightbuen, Callendar and Denniftona, Iu thefe, the general
rent of the houfes is from 21. to 5. a-year, though there are
many much higher, and fome as Jow a5 355, Within the laft
ten years, 486 new dwelling-houfes or tegements, have been
built : and of thefe the greater part have been ere@ed within
the laft 4 or § years. It is to be obferved, that many of thefe
houfes are made to accommodate 2, 3, or § or 6 families.
None of the houfes erefted ir the New Town of Glafgow are
included in_the enumeration, though the greateft part of it jg
fituated within the Barony parifh. )

Population.—According to Dr. Webfter’s report, the num.
ber of fouls then was 3905. In the beginning of the year
179ix, there were living in the Barony parith of Glafgow, ex.
clufive of the whole of the New Towan of Gla{gow, 18,451
perfons,  The proportion of fouls to a family is 4" nearly.

6 The
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The Population -of the villages is as tnderi:
Calton and Bridgetoh, 6695 Shégtleﬂon and Middle-

Grahamfton, - 896 Quarter, - 266
Anderfton, - - 3900 Callendar. and Denni-.
Cowcaddens and North- ftoun, - - 608

' Woodfide, - 1158 Sandyhills, &c. 34r -
Parkhoufe - 499 . \
Camlachie, - 97 . Total, 16,518

Parkhead and Weftmuir, 678

TABLE of MARRIAGES and Bxims.

~Years. | Matniages. | Births. | Males. | Females.
1700 Y1 5z
1750 43 149
| x772 | 108 314 | 166 | 148
11983 | 112 330 {158 | 163
1783 | 112 319 | 163 | 157
1784 | 137 | 374 |197 |177
1785 | 156 433 | 210 | 213
1786 | 173 434 | 314 | 220
1787 | 206 490 | 249 | 24r
1788 | 179 410 | 253 | 317
11789 | x91 | 498 | 247 | 251
1790 | 212 534 | 269 | 265
1791 246 §20 | 261 259

v

Both the marriages and births are, in fa&, fomewhat more
numerous than ftated above, becaufe every year the number
of irregular clandeftine marriages is increafing ; but the above
table contains only thofe who have been regularly married, or
have judicially acknowledged their marriage before the fef-
fion. And the number of births is taken from the regifter of
baptilms ; but fome of the diffenters, from principle, and fome
other inhabitants, from :inattention, negle& to give in their
<hildren’s names for regiftration. No account can be given

of
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of the burials, becaufe, though there are now three burying
places in the parifh, yet a great part of the inhabitants are jp-
terted in the burying grounds belonging to the city. ‘
Public Houfes.—In the beginning of the year 1791, there
were 169 public houfes for rewiling malt and fpiritoys li-
. quors. The vaft increafe of thefe houfes is one of the great-
eft injuries to the morals, the health, and the profperity of
the inhabitants, In almoft every village, feveral low houfes
of this fort are to be found; and the confequences are at once
both obvious and melancholy. If the number of virtuous in«
habitants be the firength of a ftate, then enlightened policy
fhould lead to the fuppreffion of many of thefe houfes, and
particularly to difcourage the ufe of all fpiritous liquors.

Ecclefaftical State of the Parifb, School, Poor, $3c—~The
parith church is a part of that venerable building, the cathe-
dral of Glafgow, and has been occupied by the Barony fince
the year 1595. Being of an arched roof, which is low, and
fupported by & great number of mafly pillars, it is exceeding-
ly dark, dirty, and incommodious ; of this the heritors are fo'
fenfible, that = vifitation of the prefbytery has been called up-
on it this year; and there is fome probability of another
church being built for the accommodation of the inhabitants.
At Shettlefton, in the eaft end of the parith, a Chapel of Eafe
was ere@ed about 5o years ago; and there is another, a5

tentioned above, at North Woodfide, fupported at the fole ex-.

penfe of Mr. William Gillefpie. Another chapel is much

needed in the village of Calton, and, it is to be hoped, witt.

be provided. At Anderfton, there is a Relief Church, builr
about 20 years ago: one Cameronian meeting in the Calton,
and another at Sandyhills, in the eaft enfl of the parifb.
Ttongh there are many diffenters of different depaminations

s
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ia the parilh, thefe sre the only places of workhip, becaule =
great nmmber of the inhabitants are accommodated in the city
of Glafgow. The numbers conneéted with each of the dif-
ferent demominations of Chriftians in the parifh, mcludmg
their children, is as follows :

' Souls.:
ConpeQed with the Eftablithed Chusch, . 12369
Relief, - - - - - 3793
Rurghers, - - - - - 1564
Aantiburghers, " - - - 1054
Reformed Prefbytery, or Camcromans, - - 220

Epifcopalians, - - - - - 17z
Independents, or Congregationalifts, = - 162
Mt:thOde, - - - - - 64
Baptits, - - - - - 28
Roman Catholics, - - - - 20
Quikes, - - . = - 4
Bereans, - - - - - - 3
Glfits, = = ‘= = = . 2

Total fouls, - 184512
Of thefe 6083 are diffenters ®. .
Vor. XII. Q The

& Though, from the above ftatement it appears, that the number of diffent-
ers from the Eftablithed Church is very confiderable, yet, perhaps there are few
parithes where lefs of a party-fpirit is to be found. The people of various per-
fuafions meet is the intercousfes of focial life, and even cultivate habits of in~
timacy and friendfhip with each other, without fuffering their minds to be em-
bittered with difputes refpe@ing their differences of opinion or profeffion. In
this liberality of mind, they have an amiable example fet them by their mini-
fters, who are men of good fenfe, learning, and piety. And it is with pleafure
1 do them the juftice to acknowledge, that the diffenters, in general, are a
pious, vistuous, upright, induftrious, and refpetable, as any in the parifh.
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The King is patron. The ftipend is about 365 1. annnale
ly, including the value of the glebe, confifting of about 6
acres and a half, and the rent allowed by the heritors in lien
of a manfe,—~There are few of the inhabitants who have beea
bred in this parifh, who have naot been taught to read ; and
moft of them can write, and underftand the common rules of
arithmetic. Education is fo cheap, as not to be placed be-
yond the reach of the pooreft. And the people are fo imprel-
fed with a fenfe of its importance, that all parents, if not moft
profligate themfelves, are exceedingly anxious ta have their
children inftru&ted in reading. They often cheerfully deny
themfelves many of the comforts of life to give their children
education ; and many of them have been rewarded, by feeing
them rifing to affluence and refpeft in fociety. As the Baro-
ny parifh4s very extenfive, the children could not be accom.
modated at one fchool. In the beginning, therefore, of this
century, the legal falary was divided into four equal parts,
and four fchools ere@ed in thofe places of the parifh then
judged moft cenvenient for the inhabitants: One at Shettle~
fion, where an excellent fchool-houfe, in which the mafter is
alfo accommodated, has been very lately built by private fub-
fcription ; the mafter has alfo the bencfit of two fmall morti-
- fications, paid by the feffion; one fchaol at Rachazie, for the
north.eaft quarter of the parith: one at Lambhill or Ruch«
hill, for the north-weft quarter : and one at Anderiton, where
a {chool-houfe was mortified by the laird of Stabcrofs. Be-
fides thefe, there are fifteen private fchools, attended fome of
them by above yo children: 2 charity fchool 1n the Calton,
fupported by Mr. David Dale, the mafter has 15 1. falary an-
nually ; and one in the mill at Woodfide, fupported by Mr.
Gillefpie, for the inftru&ion of the children attending his
eottonemill. There are alfo 4 Sunday’s fchools, very well at-
tended, viz. two in Calton, of about 70 children, boys sad

‘itls
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girls edch ; ‘oné in Camlachie, only for boys ; and one at
Shettlefton. The fchool-wages paid in the villages are 2s. 8d2
or 3s. the quarter; and at one fchool, 4 s. ; and in the country,
in general, 25, a-quarter. Many children alfo in the neighe
bourhood of Glafgow attend fchools in the city, for different
branches of educatiol.—The nuinber of poor upon the roli
of the feflion lift year, (1790), amounted to 186. Aad the.
fum expended for their relief was 2371 8s. 4d, which, at
an average, is 2 5. a-month nearly to each. The leaft given
to any perfon is 138. a-month, dnd none received mote than
§ 5. a-month, excepting one woman, who is infane, for whom
X3 s. a~month is paid by the feffion ; and fome children, who
are boarded till they are able to do fomething for themfelves,
at the rate of 31. 12s.8d. a.year. The feflion alfo pays for
their education, as they do for all the childrea of the poor upe
op their roll *,

Q2 Roads

® The feflion indeed are particularly attentive to this, being fully perfuaded .
that a proper education and habits of fobriety and induftry are of the greateft
importance to the comfort of the individual, and the benefit of fociety. The
funds, provided for the fuppert of thefe poor, under the management of the fefo
fion were,

The colle@ions at the church-doors, amounting to - L.r43 14 2%

For proclamation of banns for marriage, - - 46 10 9
Intereft of money, - - - 22 1o ©
For a few feats in the parifh church belongiog to the fefion, and
fome other incidental fums, - - 14 314 10}
And an affeffiment paid by the heritors, - - 25§ 0 o
Lasz 9 of

The feffion are fo much convincéd, that regular affefiments for the fupport of
the poor, have the moft dangerous tendency, that they exert themfeives to the
utmoft to prevent the neceffity of them. It isbut a few years fince they were
obliged to have recourfe to them, and they hape foon to be relieved from the
neceffity of reforting to fo dangerous an expedient, as they expa & commo.’

' dioug



124 . Statiffical Account

Roads and Canals.—All the great roads leading to the city
of Glalgow, except by the two bridges on the S. fide, pafs
through this parith. They are all kept in gdod order § but
on the N. fide of the city they have been origimally formod
upon: a gnoft improper plan, being carried over the top of
every hill, inlead of being led sbout the fide, whith would
have been as ibort, sad oearly level. The Great Canal bes

tweert

dious place of worthip .will be provided for the inhabitdnts. It is proper to
- mention, that by the care of the elders in the diftribution, no affeffiment has
ever been-laid on the heritors, to u greater extefit, than the fum fated above ;
and fome years no affeflineat has been requited. Before any perfon or family
is admitted to receive any fefional charity, a firi® examination is made into
their employment, ftate of health, circumftances and eamings, all of which
are diftin@ly entered into a book kept for the purpofe, and to which recourfe
is bad at any time, that the charity may be econdthically and properly diftri-
buted. The fums given by the feffion, are, in many cafes, very inadequate to
the neceflities of particular perfons; when this is the cafe, private contributions
are made among their neighbours to fupply the deficiency, and a great deal of
mioney is annually raifed in this mstner, which is always beftowed at the fight
of the elder of the portion. Befides this, there are niany charitable focies
ties eftablifhed in the parith, whith afford much relief to tradefthen and lae
bourers when laid #fids from work by ficknefs. 1Iri general, the members, whew
ifi health, befides their firft entry-money, pay a certain fmall fum quarterly intd
the funds of the focicty, for which they are entitled to a $weekly provifion in
ficknefs; funeral expenfes alfo are allowed, in cafe of death, and fome of them
alfo give a certain allowance to the widow. Masny tradefmen are members of
feveral of thefe focitties at the fame time ; fo that in fickne(x, they ave betiér
provided for then in-health. Thefe focieties are of much advantage ; becauft
in this way, youth and health make a provifion for old age and ficknefs. They
are alfo friendly to the morals of the members, becaufe ristous, diforderly pit-
fons forfeit their right in the fociety, and, in general, they are cut off froni any
fupport in difeafes evidently brought on hy intemperance and vice. Of thefe
focieties, there are 16 in the parith. Some of them diftribute annually fromi
71 to 20l.; and one of them diftributes from 45l. to sol. In general, the mem-
bers receive from 4s. to 5s. a-week, when confined to bed, and 2s. or 35. whedl
able to go about, but not to work. One fuciety alfo, befides defraying funeral

charges, gives to the widow 10s. yearly, for the education of any clnldren up..
d'd 10 years of age,
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‘tween Forth and Clyde paffes through part of this parith, es
does alfo that from Monkland. The Forth and Glyde navigas
tion was begun to be cut on the ioth of July 1768, and was
opened as far as Stockingfield in this parith; 1cth July 17553
afide-cat was brought forward to Hamilton-hill, November
1797, where a large bafon was formed for the reception 6t
veffels, and large granaries and other buildings etefted. They
are now carrying forward this fide-cut, in order to form w
jun@ion with the Monkland Canal, which rons eafiward
through this parith to the collieries in Monkland patith, and
extends to 13 miles in length. On this fide-cut, 2 new bafon
is to be formed at Hundred Acre Hill in this parith, within
half a mile of Glafgow; here granaries, and other buildings
are to be erefted, and a new village built, to be called Port.
Dundas. The Canal was opened from fea to fea on the 2gth
day of July 1790, and is carried over four agquedu& bridges
in this parith. ‘The great bridge over Kelvin was begun in June
1787,-and finithed in April 1791. It is carried over a valley
400 feet long, and Ggs deep. It confifts of 4 very large ara
ches of excellent mafon work; is in hecight about 83 feet
from the bed of the river to the top of the bridge, and is one
of the moft flupendous works of the kind perhaps in the
world: The Canal is about §6 feet wide at the furface, and
27 feet at the bottom, is 8 feet deep, and admits veflels of 19
feet beam, and 68 feet keel. On the Canal there are §
locks in this parith, within the {pace of 2co yards, each lock
is 74 feet between the gates, and 20 between the walls,
There is alfo a very good dry dock for the veflels employed
upon the Canal. - !

General Chara&ler of the People.—The general chara&er of
the people, as yet, is that of fobriety and induftry, though, from
the great inereafe of wealth, and the number of public.houfes

' for



136 Statiftlcal Account

for retailing” fpiritous liquors, intemperance, with its long
train of evils, is becoming more prevalent than formerly a-
mong the labouring peoplé. And it is te be lameated, that
by the cheapnefs of fpiritous liquors, and the increafing ufe
ef them, many young people of both fexes are early corrupt.
ed and ruined. Happy would it be for the health, the mo-
rals, and the profperity of the people, if fewer public-houfes
were licenfed, the ufe of f{piritous liquors checked, and good
wholefome ale fubflituted in their place.

NUM.
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NUMBER XL 2

PARISH or CAIRNY.

(CounTy or ABERDEEN, SYNoOD qF MURRAY, PRESBYTERY QF
STRATHBOGIE.)

By the Rev. Mr, ALEXANDER CHALMERS,

Situation, ¥,

'CAIRNY is made up of the united parifhes of Botary,

Rathven, and part of Drumdelgy. This parifh lies in
the county of Aberdeen. It is a part of the lordthip of Strath-
bogie, taken from the Cummins by King Robert Bruce, and
given to Sir Adam Gordon. This was the original eftate
of the family of Gordon. Since that period they have ex.
teaded their dominion from the E. to the W. Sea.

Population, 8&c.—According to Dr. Webfter’s report, the
numbers then were 269o. It contains at prefent 2600 people.
They confift of Prefbyterians, Papifts, and Epifcopals. They
were more pumerous at my fettlement here ; the decreale is

chicfly
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chiefly owing to their wifhing to refide in the neighbouring may
nufauringvillages of Huatly and Keith. The manufa&turers
there always find emplayment for a number of fervants. The
births are about 20 yearly; but indeed they cannot be well
sfcertained. Every perfon has his child baptized by his own
paftor. They are carelefs of inferting them in the public re-
gifter. The number of deaths cannot be known ; for there
are three church-yards in the parifh: St. Peter’s is indeed con-
fidered as the moft holy ground, and confecrated to the Catho-
Yics. The difeafes are generally of the inflammatory kind.
Some years the fmall-pox makes great ravages. The coun
try people are not yet reconciled to inoculgtion,

Agriculture, &c.—The foil is generally deep and gaod, efpe
cially in the Jower part. If farming were encouraged, it is ca~
pable of producing grain for exportation. The ground is ge-

- nerally let out in fmall tencments or crofts. Thefe are occu-

pied by a number of tradel'men, who pay their rent by their
bufinefs. The others breed fome cattle; but indeed their
vents are chiefly paid by the women fpinning linen yarn.
They always allot a piece of their land for fowing flax-feed,
which turns out to great account. Were this branch attended
to by the land proprietors, it would much increafe the riches
and profperity of the country. The great tenants live upon
their farms, but they depend efpecially on raifing of cattle.
The parifh is tolerably well accommodated with grafs. Large
quantities are fold yearly. It may be faid, that during win-
ter, this parifh contains about 30co black cattle. ‘This is nog
a theep country, though there are many parcels in the parith,
The flormy winters are unfavourable to thefe animals.

Msfcellaneawy Obfervations.—The peaple in the parith of
Caimny are naturally fober and induftrious, The late iacle~
ment’
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ment feafons have run them into arrear of rent. This hangs
over, and much difpirits them. Were this pafled from but in
part, it would give pew life to their endesvours.—Tradition
{ays, that fome of the hills in Caimy were once covered
with ftately oaks. Now they prefent their nakednefs to e-
very paffenger. Not ene -tree has been planted here for 62
years, though the river and burn-fides are favourable to their
growth. Hard wood is fcarce, which will hurt both the far-
mer and manufalurer~—(ood rosds (which was the foun-
dation of the profperity of the fouth cowatry), are unknown
here. Our mofs is exhaufted. The people muft go to Port-
foy for coals, by a road fwarming with bogs and fones.—In
the flatiftical account of this country, the manufa@nring vil.
lages of Huntly and Keith fhould never be forgot. They
are the fources of much riches. They pay a great part of
the landholders rent. -Huntly promifes to be-the Paiffey
of the north. Here is a large importation of flax from
Holland and Flanders. Here are bleachfields, weaving lin~
ens and cotton ; threads for Nottingham, jt_may be faid
that sool. weekly s in circulation for many months of
the year. The town is increafing. The Duke of Gordoa,
the proprietor, is yearly giving off new feus. The town
of Huntly is thriving amidft mapy difficulties. Portfoy,
their fea-port, is 1§ miles diftant. Thence they bring their
fuel, though the road is many times almoft impaffable.

Manufa@ures are of great importance in gmy country,
and fhould slways be encoursged. They enplarge our
views, and introduce a fpirit of liberty. A manufaurer
bas always more liberal notions than a farmer.

The manufatture of linen has introduced a certain clesne
linefs over all this country. 1t has almoft banifhed the itch.
On a holiday, or at a fair, it is pleafant to behold the pec.
ple well drefled, fhowing away in their clean linen and
ihread-ﬁockings, ‘

Vor. XIL R NUM-
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NUMBER XIL

PARISH or WEEM.

(County or PsrTH, SYNoD oF PERTH AND STIRLING, Pres-
BYTERY oF DUNKELD.)

By the Rev. Mr. JamEs M‘DIARNED.

Name.

WEEM (Wambha, a cave) is faid to have taken its name
from a remarkable cave in a high rocky bank neag

the parith church, but of which, from the falling in of earth

or fome other accident, no veftige now remains *.

' ‘ - S Rivers

¢ This parifh is fo intermixed with thofe of Logiersit, Dull, Fortingal, Ken-
more, and Killin, that it would be to little purpofe to attempt a geographical -
defcription of it. The different parts of it are pretty accurately marked in Mr.
Stobie’s map of Perthfhire. From the uncommon manner in which parithes
are divided in the prefbytery of Dunkeld, in which this parith lies, it would
appear, that when parithes were firft eftablithed, every proprietor endowed the
parith church moft contiguous to hig place of refidence, with the tithes of his
own lands, at whatever diftance they happened to be fitnated. This feems to
be the moft probablé reafon why the very neareft farm to the church of Killin,
0 one fide, isin the parith of Weem, though at the diftance of 22 miles from

.2
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' Rivers and Lakes.—Parts of this parith lie along the rivers
Tay, Lyon, Lochay, and Dochart. The two laft fall into
Loch Tay at the S. W, end, as the firft runs out of it at the
E.N. E. end, and is joined by the Lyon about 2 miles be-
low. A diftri& of this parith called the 12 merk-land of
Achmore, lies at the S. W. corner of Loch Tay, and another
12 merk-land called Crannich, about the middle of it on the
north fide. Loch Tay is 15 miles long; and about x broad,
yields falmon, trout, char, pike, and perch. Salmon is caught
in drag-nets from O&ober to Auguft, and is fent to Perth and
Edinburgh. There are alfo two lakes or lochs in the hill
grazing of the diftri& of Roro in Glenlyon, each of which
is more than a mile long, and about half es broad, which af-
ford a great variety of trouts, and in great abundance. A
man with his fithing-rod, has been known to catch 20z ina
day, from 4 ounces to a pound weight a-piece.

Higbways, Bridges.— The great military road leading from
Stirling to Invernefs, pafles through this parith, and is joined
by feveral county roads at Tay bridge, which is about half a
mile from the parith church. The military road is kept in
repair by the Government, and the other roads by the ftatute-
labour. Since thefe roads were made, 5§ or 6 double carts
ply conftantly between this ountry and Perth. In fummer

- Ra2 they

the church of that parifh ; and there are other farms belonging to it at fill .
greater, both in Glenlyon and Glenlochay, fome of which are above 30 miles from
the parith church; and parts of feveral other parifhes, and even feveral parifh
churches intervene. All thefe lands fill hold of the family of Menzies. This
divifion of parifhes would be extremely inconvenient, both for the paftors and
people, were it not for the harmony that has always fubfifted among the faor-
mer. Evéry clergyman performs the’ feveral fun@ions of his office to thofe who
ive moft contiguous to him, whether they are his own parithioners or not, ex.
cepting only parochial vifitations and catechifing, whieh every minifter confines
to his own parithioners. :
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they come and go twice a-week, in winter only once a-week.
They are commonly well loaded going and retusning. Be-
fides thefe, {hopkeepers and farmers fend a number of carts
to Perth for merchant goods, falt, iron, ter, and other necef-
faries. Before the roads were made, a very few hotfes car-
ried in back-loads, all the goods that were brought to, or feat
from this counery. There are likewife very good bridges en
the rivers Lyon and Lochay.

Mountains, Climate, &ec.—The moft remarkable mountains,
of which a part belong to this parifh, are that of Lawers on
the north fide of Loch Tay, and Bentetkerny in Glenlechay.
The firft of thefe is reckoned the higheft in Perththire, be-
ing, according to s meafurement, jors feet from the level
of the fea. Thefe mountains produce a great variety of al
pine plants that are rarely to be met with in other parts of
Britain. The air in this country is, in general, pure and
Mealthy. Epidemical difeafes feldom make their appearance,
excepting meafles, {mall-pox, and chin.cough. Before the
prallice of inoculation was introduced, the fmmll-pox gene-
1ully carried off one in 9 ; but fince inoculation has hecome
pretty gemeral, not 1 in 200. Even thofe who are feized
without being inoculated, efcape much better than formerly,
ag the cool regimen is univerfally obferved. The moft com.
mon difeafes, are rheumatifms both acute and chronic, pleu-
rifies, quinfies, and other inflammatory diforders. The jaun-
dice, before the year 1789, was a very uncommon difordes
in this ceuntry; but fince that period, hundreds have been
feized with it of all ages. and fexes. It is indeed but a flight
diforder when, taken in time, and properly treated, efpecially
when the patient is young, or in the vigour of life ; but
where it attacks aold people, or women with child, or when
it is negle@ed, or improperly treated, it often proves s te-

dious,
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dions, aad in fome cafes, a dangerous diforder. No change
in the way of living cam account for this diforder being fo
froquent. In the cure of the pleurify, aa wncommon me-
throd of cupping was anciently ufed in this country, as well
#3 m many other parts of the Highlands. The part affeled
was flightly fcarified with a-vazor, in the form of a circle,
and the bread end of o karge cow horn was applied over it,
and a piece being ent off the top, it was firongly fucked by
2 perfon’s. mouthy, - by which meany a confiderable quantiey of
blood was taken away, and often almmoft immediate relief was
procured. Sinee the ufe of bliffers and proper cupping ap-
peratus have been infroduced, this awkward method is, in
moft places, difcontinued. A few testian, and many putrid
and nervous fevers are frequently brought from the Eow
Country. The tertians ace enfily cured ; but the other kinds
of fevar prove often infeltions, fpread over confiderable dif-
tridls, and formetimes eut off a grapt many lives.

. Sesl, Produce, &c.—~The foil of this parith varies accord-

ing to the diffesent parts of thie country in whieh it is fituat-

ed. The accounts given of the foil in the parifkes of Dull,

Fortingal, Kenmore, and Killin, apply refpe@ively to the

parts of thiy parith that dre interwoven with thefe. The

samber of ploughs-is 7c, moft of them now drawn by 2

horfes. The number of carts is at leaft double that of ploughs,

as many keep a cart who do not yoke a horfe in a plough.
Ia the lower pasts of the parifh, 20 acres arable may be

seelconed @ plowghgate ; but in the higher parts, not above

7 o 8. 'There are fown annually in this parith, 500 bolls of
oats, Linlithgow meafure, which yicld, at an average, four-
fold ; 1gs bolls of berley, or rather bear, yielding about fix-
fold ; peafe, 40 bolls, yielding three-fold ; potatoes, 125 bolls,
¥ieling twelve-fold ; and 15 hogfheads of flax feed, yielding

v between
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between 3 and 4 ftones the peck of fcutched flax. The wholé
of this flax is dreffed in water mills, which are erefted in
different parts of the country. The owner of the lint pays
13. 4d. the flone, for dreffing it at the mill. The whole of
the flax, except what is neceflary for linen for the people
themfelves, is fpun into yarn of 4, 5, or 6 hanks from the
pound weight, and fold in that ftate to manufalturers in
Perth and Glafgow. There isa good deal of lime ufed for
manure ; and were it not for the fcarcity and expenfe of fuel
to burn it, there would be much more ufed, as the limeftone
is in great plenty in moft places of this country; and as it is
invariably found to fucceed wherever it can be procured.
Dung of the cattle and horfes is almoft the only other ma-
nure ufed here. Neo marl has been difcovered. There have
been of late years, a few patches fown with turnips, and af-
terward laid down with clover and rye-grafs feeds, and both
hay and turnips have anfwgred very well. Turnips and po-
tatoes are laid down in drills, and carefully hoed. There is
very little of the ground ericlofed or fubdivided. March-fences,
and head-fences to feparate the arable from the pafture gfon.nds,'-
have been built in moft places within the laft 30 years. Be-
fore that period, the whole might, for the greateft part of

" the year, be confidered as a common; but now, in moft
places, marches are ftriétly obferved to the very tops of the
mountains. .

Animals.—Quadrupeds of the wild kind, are, a few red
deer, roes, foxes, hares, wild cats, martins, otters, badgers,
polecats, weafels, ermines, and moles. The 'foxés, before
the year 1760, made great havock among the fheep, goats,
&c. ; but from that time, regular fox-hunters have been em-
ployed at fixed falaries, by whofe diligence and fkill vaft num-
bers of foxes have bzen deftroyed; fo thet their number is

now



ef Weem. ‘ 13§

now greatly reduced. Eagles, hawks of various kinds, ravens,
hooded crows, and kites, breed in great numbers in rocks
and woods ; and deftroy lambs, and a great deal of game and
poultry ; and yet there has been no public, and fcarce any
private encouragement given for their deftru®ion. While
the game laws are fo fevere, that fhepherds, and others, whofe
eccupation leads them to the places where thefe deftrutive
creatures moft abound, dare not carry a gun or kill a fingle
moorfowl, no great effets can be expefted from any plan
laid down for deftroying birds of prey, though it may be
fafely averred, that one of thefe will deftroy more game in
a feafon, than 1o fhepherds would do, though they were at
perfe& liberty to kill as many as they could *.

There are-in the parifh 1236 head of black cattle, and 290
borfes. Cows are worth from 21. 10s. to §l., according to
the part of the country in which they are bred, thefe in the
glens being of greateft value. Horfes coft from sl. to 251.
Before the introduion of theep-farming, a great many fmall
horfes were reared in the hilly parts of the country; but now
moft of the horfes required in this parifh, are bought from
Argylefhire, or from the Low Country.

There are about 800oc fheep, befides the ufual proportxon
of lambs and year olds. Thefe are moftly of the Lammer-
moor breed. A few of the long Englith kind, and alfo of
the Cheviot breed, have been introduced; but we have not

had

& There are both black and red game in the parith, ptarmigans, plovers,
fnipes, partridges, and dotterels. Malards, gulls, and other water fowl come
to hatch in the lochs. Birds of paflage are, cuckoos, woodcocks, fieldfares,
bullfinches, and fnowflakes. A few of thefe laft hatch in our highef moun.
tains. Birds that are not reckoned game, birds of prey, or migratory birds,
are, rooks, magpies, jays, daws, woodpeckers, ring ousels, water ouzels (very
deftru@ive to the fpawn of fith) thruthes, blackbirds, larks of feveral denomi-
nations, linnets, and & great variety of fmall birds. ®

?
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had them long enough to give a decided opinion, whether ap
not they will anfwer with our paffure. Ewe and lamb fell
for 125. or 143., 3 year old wedders at about the fame price,
and younger fheep in proportion. The wool is, in general,
coarfe, apd fetches only between 7. and 8s. the flone tron;
7, 8, and even g fleeces go to the ftonetron. What is not ma-~
rufs@tured for the ufe of the inhabitents, of the wool, is fent
to Perth, Stirling, and Alloa. Before theep-farming was in.
troduced, about 30 years ago, we had & fmall {pecies of theep
with white or reddifh faces, and fine wool ; but thefe were
confidered fo much inferior to the black faced kind in the
fize of the carcafe (the only obje& attended to till of late),
that the race is either adulterated or extirpated. Many of
the moft fenfible theep farmers begin to regret this, as they
now perceive that the difference in the value of the wool, and
in the great number of the fmall theep that might be kept
on the fame pafture, would more than compenfate for the
- difference in the weight of the carcafe. Till the period above
mentioned, fheep were confidered as of little value in this
country. Farmers kept only as many as were fufficient to
- clothe their families and efford them a little mutton, as there
was very little demand for either wool or mutton from ether
countries, There were befides, feveral circumftances in the
management of fieep that prevented their thriving, They
were thought {uch tender animals, that they could aot be left
with fafety to lie in the open air during the night in winter.
Independent of this prejudice, the number of foxes rendered
it a neceflary precaution to houfe them at night, The lambs
were allowed to come too early in the feafon before the ewes
bad any new grafs. There was indeed no winter grafs re-
ferved for them. From the middle of May they were milk~
ed every morning, the lambs being feparated from them over-
night, till about the end of June, when the lambs were wean-

ed,
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ed. This prevented the lambs from ever coming o their full

ze. The ewes continued to be milked evening and mora-
ing till the end of September, being for meft part of that
time confined all night in very narrow folds. It is now be-
Heved by very judicious farmers, that the old fpeties, with
the fame tre:tment, would prove full as hardy as the black-
faced kind, and that § of them at leat might be kept on the
fame grafs that ie fuflicient for ¢ of the other,

Population.—According to Br. Webfter’s report, the popu-
latioa then was 1295. Thore are at prefent 1364 fouls in the
parith, of whom 633 are males, and 780 females.

Below 1o years, - 315 From 50 to 90, . 16y

From-10 to 30, ~ 3249 From 70 to 80, - 45
Fremsoto 5o, « 571 From 8pand upwards, 219
. —_—
Farmers, . g08 Coopers, - = 3
Crofters, . 50 Weavers, - - 24
Lottagers, - 120 ¥laxdreflers, . 10
Smiths, - - 3 Woolcombers, - 3
Wﬁghts, - - ) 10 T‘ﬂoﬂ’ - - 6
Wheelwrights, - 6 * Millers, - - 4
© Ver. XII S Rent,

® The regifters of baptifms and marriages afford little ixformation, by which
one can judge of the population of the parith, as a great proportion of both
marriages and baptifms are tcglﬂeted ia the parifhes of ‘Killin and Fortingal,
that belong to this parith. There is no regnner of burials kept, nar would it
indeed be eafy, as the people in this country do not bury cither in the neareft
Jburial ground, nor in that belonging to their parifh; but they always endea-
vour, at whatever diftance, to bury with their anceftors. From an average of
'o-f.nm hcs, taken at random, the number of children boru of each mumge,
. 3
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Rent, Roritors, &oc.—The valued rent of .the parih is
16131, Scots, the real rent about 1650l. Sterling. The whole
parith, except one farm belonging to Mr. Mengzies of Cul-
dsres, is the property of two heritors, the Earl of Breadal-
bane, and Sir John Menzigs of Menzies, Baronet. Sir John
WMeazies is patron, and has bhis principal refidence at Caflle

Menzies in this parifh, where he refidgs for a part. of the

year. It is 3 haudfome edifice huils im the form of a caflle,
with turrets, &c. It was built in the year 1571. The grounds
around it wexe greatly adarved by the late Sir Robert Men.
aies, with gardens, plangatiops, apsd beautiful welks. It is
fituated under a moft beaptiful bank, which js cavered with
trees of various kinds, and is of confiderable length and
haight, having sa sxtenfiye plain in front towsrds the fouth,
which is_divijed into 3 snmber of enclofures. Here are
Kkewife 2 arehards, which yield e great quantity of apples,
pears, cherries, and the fineft of geans both black and red,
The Earl of Breadalbane’s kitchen garden is alfo in this pa«
5ith, and yiclds a good quantity of fruit of different kindg
gn the walls and efpaliers, and a great vaxxety of vegetabley
for the table in high perfeftion.

Cbm:;b, L{aq/':, Stipend, School, Pogr.—The church was
huilt, .according to an infcription above the door, in the yeas
1609, and repaired in 1752 When it was firft built, and
« ) ' my

s 6% nearly. For, though in the grazing parts of the country there are un-
doubtedly fewer perfons, yet the increafe in the lower parts, it is prefumed, at
Jeaft compenfates for that decreafe. There are no diffenters from the Eftablifh-
ed Church of any denomination. Servant’s wages are increafed rapidly for
fome years paft. In the year 1778, a man fervant got 3l. and maintenance,
who now gets 61. or 71.; a maid fervant's wages have rifen during the fame
period from 11 108, to 31. in the year, and all labourers and tradeimen’s wages
in proportion.
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shany years afterward, it was fully fufficiebt to cordtain all
the congregation that affembled to it; but fince the knows
ledge and pradice of true religion have been more widely
diffufed, the church is by much too fmall for the congrega-
tion, efpecially in the fummer months, when at leaft a fourth
of them are obliged to fit without, the windows being thrown
open, and a great many old and infirm people obliged to re~
main at home, who camnot ventnre to fit in the open air.
Two-thirds at leaft of the congregation are from the parithes
of Dull, Logierait, and Fortingal, their own parith churches
being at too great a diftance. The manfe was built in 1744,
and had fome reparations fince, but is fill the moft inconve-
nient manfe in this country. The glebe is-about 3% acres
arable, of a good light foil, and about an acre of pafture and
meadow, befides a garden } of an acre. The living, exclu-
five of the glebe, was formerly 361 3s. 7d. Sterling in mo-"
ney, and 32 bolls, Linlithgow meafure, half cat meal, half
bear. Laft fummer-feffion (1792) it was aigmented to 64
bolls vi&ual, and 661. 3s. 7 d. money, including communion
clements *.—There is a fchool maintained by the heritors.
Ssa : The
® 1t was ufual for the minifters of Weem and Kemmore to officiate, the Iat-
ter every sth Sunday, and the former 4 times a.year, at Lawers, on the north
fide of Loch Tay, wheré there is a pretty good chapel built by the Earls of
Breadalbane. About 2 years ago, the Society for Propagating Chrifian Know -
ledge, out of a fund bequeathed them by the late Lady Glenorchy, for the pur-
pofe of encouraging religion and induftry on the eftate of Breadalbane, fettled
a miffionary minifter, who officiates alternately at Lawers, on the north fids,
and at Ardeonaig on the fonth fide of Loch Tay. The Society allow him 20} .
a-year, and the Earl of Breadalbane as much, with.a houfe and a piece of land
in name of a glebe.  This eftablithment precludes the neceflity of the minifters
of Weem or Kenmore preaching at Lawers, and the minifter of Killin from

preaching at Ardeonsig. ‘The minifters of Fortingal and Weem, ftill officiate -
in Glenlyon, the former ence in 5 or 6 wecks, the later 5 or 6 times a-year, at -

s place
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The falary was only 61. 13s. 4d. Sterling, till this year
.(1793) that the heritors have, of their own free motion,
raifed it to x1l. 2s. 3}d. This, with fchool-wages, feffione
cletk’s fees, 8c. may amount in whole to 241. Thereis s
good fchool-houfe, fchooimafter’s dwelling-houfe, and a fmall
garden *.—There are few poor in this parifh, and they are,
for the moft part, fupported by their own induftry, and occa~
fional fupplies from the parith funds. There are at prefent

12 pere

a place about 20 ftatute miles from fhe church at Weem. There is a good
chapel built there a few years ago, by the voluntary contributions of the inha-
bitants of that valley, and fome fmill donations from s féw of the neighbourt
ing gentlemen. The inhabitants of Glenlyon, about & fourth of whom are-in
this parifh, have been remarkable for honefty, induftry, and (obriety, for'many
gcnpnﬁons, Before the furrounding countries were brought to the ftate of ci-
vilization' they are in af prefent. THis muft bé attributed to two concurring
caufes; Ift, The proprietors of this valley (the Campbells of Glenlyon) were
themfelves, for many defcents, men of great integrity, and encovraged fuch of
their retainors only as were of the fame difpofition. 3d, A fpark of religion
was early kindled among them, which being, for a little time, confined to a few
families, has l'ong ago diffufed itfelf over the whole valley. The religion of
thefe people is not of the fpeculative difputatious kind, but foch as influences
the whole of their condu in their intercourfe with mankind,

# There are likewife 3 other fchools fupported from & fund of 66c0 merks
Scots, mortified for that purpofe by Mr. Archibald Campbell, firft Prefbyterian
minifter of this parith, who was admitted about the year 3703. The intereft
of that fum only, is employed according to the deed of mor:ification, for the
‘thaintensnce of 3 fchools in the moft rémote parts of the parith, i e. sL 11
2}d. to each of the 3. This fum, at the time it was firft given (about the
yéar 1740) was fufficient for fupporting a lad to teach for 9 moniths in the yeat,
which at that time was all that was required, as the people difperfed through
the hills with théir cattle in the month of May, and the fchools did not con-
vene till after the harvélt twas finihed: Since theep farming was intrdduced,
the people remain st home the whole yeat, confequently the fchools would be
of the fame confequence in fummer as in vbmtcr The Society for Propagating
Chrittian Knowledge, allow one of thefe fchopls sl a.year (that at Roro in
Gienlyon) in addition to the former falary, which enables the fchoolmatter o
teach through the greateft part of the year. Thefe 3 fchoolmatters a& likee
Wife a3 catechifts.
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14 perfons, moftly old women, on the poor’s lift. The funds

arife from the Sunday colle&tions, and the rents.of a few feats
in the church. The yearly diftributions amount to about 241
The weekly colle@ions have greatly decreafed of late years;
the family of Menzies having refided in the parith only a few
months in the year.

Mifcellaneous Obfervations.—Few or none have emigrate:l
beyond feas from this parith ; but whole troops of boys and
girls go annually to the low country for fervice, and of late
to the cotton-works, many of whom fettle there.—There is
only one inn in the parifh, and five ale-houfes, or whilky-
houfes. Thefelaft are very little freqhented but at weddings,
markets, and other public meetings.—The Gaelic language
is that commonly fpoken, but Englith, of the Scottith diale&,
is generally underftood.—Peéts, which are made at a confider~
able expeafe, carried from a great diftance, and in many pla.
ces becoming fearce, are the only fuel of this parith. There
have never any attempts been made for finding coal, though
it is faid there are favourable appearances of ‘them in the
Earl of Breadalbane’s lands. His Lordfhip has it in contem-
plation to caufe a fearch to be made. The greateft hindrance
to improvement in agriculture, arifes from this fcarcity and
expenfe of fuel, as thereby the farmers, in many places,
are precluded from burning any lime for manure, though
the limeftone is in great abundance, and the greatelt part
of the fummer, which might be profitably employed in fal-
lowing, draining, enclofing and making different kinds of
compoft for manure, is entirely fpent in cafting, drying,
and carrying home peats. More horfes and carts are like
wife deftroyed in this work, than by all other farm-la-
bour.—Another great hindrance *to agriculture in gene-
ral, is the want of leafes, While 8 man poflefles a farm

only
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only from year to year, at the will of his landlord (which
is the cafe here) he can bave little {pitit for improvement,
as he is altogether uncertain who is to reap the fruits of his
induftry.

All the general obfervafions made on the parifhes of Dull,
Fortingal, Kenmore and Killin, apply alfo to the parith of
Weem, as it is fo curioufly interwoven with them.

NUM.
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NUMBER XIIIL

PARISH o» CULLEN.

(CounTy oF BANFF, SYNoD OF ABERDEEN, PRESBYTERY oF
Forprcs.)

By the Rev. Mr. Ro3ERT GRANT.

Royalty, Extent, Climate, %3c.

ULLEN, as appears from old charters, wass originslly
called Inverculan, becaufe it ftands upon the bank of

the Burn of Caullen, which, at the N. end of the town, falls
into the fea: but now it is known by the name of Cullen on-
ly. Cullen is a royal burgh, farmerly a conftabulary, of
which the Earl of Findlater was hereditary conftable. The
fet, as it is called, of the council, confifts of 19, in which sudhe
ber are included the Earl of Findlater, hereditary prefes, 3
bailies, a treafurer, a dean-of-guild, and 1g counfellors. The
parith extends from the fea fouthward, sbeut 2 Faoglith miles
in length, and about 1 mile in breadth. The annexed part
“of the parith of Rathven, guoad facra, is of extent about 3
miles ip length, and 3 in breadth, forming together the figure
of a quadrant, having a ftraight line on the N, and E. and
. the
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the fegment of a circle on the W.and S. The face of the
country is neither hilly nor flat; in general the fields have
an cafy gentle flope. . Tae foil is of 3 kinds; the greateft
part is a fine rich loam, upon a foft clay bottom ; fome ficlds
of a ftrong rich clay, and a few of a light loam, upen a tilly
bottom. As the fields in general are dry, and as the bills ig

the neighbouring parithes of Rathven and Defkford attra& the -

clouds and vapours that arife from the fea, the air of this pae
zjfk is purc and extremely wholefome ; as a proof of this, mg«
ny of the inhabitants live and enjoy comfortable health, till
far paft 8o, and feverals above 9o years, And no local or epiy
demical difteraper has been known to prevail in the memory
of any perfon slive. Even the {mall-pox, in the natural way,
is become mild, and in no proportion fo fatal as in formey
times ; but this may be owing to the greater degree of cleane
linefs among the people, and learning the modern treatment
of that Joathfome diftemper, '

Agriculture—The farms are fmall, from 5l to sol. of
zént, and the fine field abont the town is let in fmall lots, Qo
sccommodate the inhabitants, Although the foil is fit to pro~
duce any kind of grain, yet the crops generally raifed are,
oats, barley, peafe, beans, turnip, potatoes, fown grafs and
flax, Flax feems to be a precarious crop upon the eaft coaft
of Scotland ; the foil and climate aze too dry for it, butin s
maift feafon there are good crops. This obfervation might,
perbaps, be worthy the attention of landholders and farmers
ia moifter climates, where crops of corn are more precarious,
to encourage the culture of flax; efpecially as it is an early
crop, and fit for pulling before the feafon of the mildews, fo
fatal to grain, generally fets in. The average rent of the land
is from 10s. to 2l. 108. the acre. The only plough ufed

_here
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here is the light Yorkthire plough; commonly drawn by 3
borfes.

. F'g/bem:.-—'l’he fea affords. plenty and vancty of fithes;
heddock, whiting, ﬂounders, mackerel, holybut, turbot, cod,
ling, tufk, fkate, dog and cat. The only fhell-fith in abuns
dance is crab and lobfter, which Iift aré caught in great quan:
tities, and of late fent to the London market. Tberc are two *
ﬁﬂung villages, one at the north end of the town of Cullen,
where there ate 4 fithing boats ; and on¢ calléd Portkinockies,
2 miles weft of Cullen, in the annexed part 6f the parith of
Rathven, where theré are other 4 boats. Each boat has 6
men ; by whofé induftry the town and éountry arotind aré am«
ply fapplied with good filh. Befides what is fold daily, the
fithers cure and dry a confiderable quantity 6f eod, ling, fkate
and haddocks, which, after ferving the country, they carfy
Montrofe, Forfar, Dundee and Leith, where, befides their oil,
each man fells at an sverage, 161. value of fith; and they
bring home heinp, wéol, and falt for their own ufé.

- Maﬁrif‘a&n;re:'.'—ﬁeforé the year 1748, the inhabitints of
Cullén were as poor and idle as any fet of people in the north.
Theie wis 0o indaftry, trade, nor masinfa@ure simong them :
theif ofily etnployment wad td Nabour & few acres of Jind; atd to
keep tippling houfes ; and oftcn fo drink with one another,
to confume the beer for want of cuftomers. The late Earl of
Findlater, that trde patridf, pitying the fitdation of the people,
refolved to introducé the linen menufedare among them.
And here, perhdps, it inay not bé impropér to mention the
method he adoptéd to promote this purpofe. He brought 2
or 3 gentlemén’s fons from Edinburgh, who had been regu.
farly bred thete to the bufinéfs, and who had fome patsimony
of their own ; bnt, for their encouragement to festle {0 far

th.. X11. T . . north,
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north, he gave to each Geol. free of intereft for feven yeats}
after which, the money wag to be repaid by 501 yearly, the
yemuinder in their hands -to-be always free of .intereft. Be-
fides this, he built excellent weaving fhops, -and furnifhed
every accommodation at very reafonable rates: and as his
" lordfhip prefided at the Board of Txn&ees at Edinburgh, he
ebtained for his young manufa&urers, premiums of looms,
" beckles, reels, and fpinning wheels, with 2 {mall falary to a
fpinting miftrefs. So good a plan,. and fo great encourage-
ment, could not fail of fuccefs, In a few .years, the manu.
falure was eftablithed to the extent defired. All the young
people were engaged in the bufinefs; and even the old found
employment in various ways by the manufs&ures : and thus
a fpirit of induftry was diffufed over the place and neighbour-
hood in a very thort time, which foen appeared in their com«
fortable .mode of living, and their drefs. The maoufaéure
here, as well as in other places, has had its vicimnides, owing
to good or bad markets and demands; but ftill it continues
on the whole in a comfortable ftate. There are in this fmall
Place 65 looms, 'conftantly employed in weaving .linen, fome
- few of them in weaving damatk. The manufa&urers alfo
give out a great number of webs to be woven by country
weéavers in their own fhops. There are alfo 7 ftocking looms
. confiantly employed: .

. Population.—Accordiag to Dr. Webﬁef’s_report, the popue
lation then was goo. About 100 years ago, at the .average
of 7 years, muluplying the baptifms by 26, the number of
people in Cullen, and the annexed part of ‘the parifh of Rath-
ven, amounted to 806. 6o years fince, by the fame rule, the
number was 1040, but the accuracy of the regifters, I am a-
fraid, cahnot be depended upon. By a lift taken in 1991,
t&e aumber of fouls in the parith of Cullen, #td the annexed

part
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part of the parith of Rathven, amounted to 3729. Of which,
in the parifh of Cullen 3214 ; of thefe, males 550, femaley
664. In the annexed part of Rathven §05 ; males 271, fes
males 234. Of the above qumbers in Cullen, and the annex-
ed part of Rathven, there are under 7 years of age, males 149,
females 115, The increafe of the population has been only
- in the town of Cullen, and in the fea-towna of Cyllen and
Portknockles for during the periods of the above. average-~
calculatnons, there were feyeral farms well peopled, which,
after that, were cnclofed for the Earl of Fmdlater 'S OWD ace
commodatxon, and are. ﬁnce nthablted The average of
baptifms annyally, is about 4 5, marriages 13. The bulk of
the people are of the Efablifhed religion, Before the year
1782, there was not one Catholic in the Pauﬂ:, at prefept
there are about 30, and 8 ngfco,_palxags.

 Church, Stipend, Scbool, Cbantgble - foundations, Pogr, 3¢
Cullgn feems originally to have been a Ghapel of Eafe for the
accommodtmon of the people of that corner of the parith of
Fordyce, and the contiguous patt of Rathven; there were 2
churches or chapels, that of $t, Mary and St. Anne; the lats
ter was a prebend. The prefent church is compounded of the
swo former ; it is very old, not well lighted, and too fmall
for the‘c_:ongrcgation. The Earl of Findlater and Seafield is
patron. The ftipend confifts of 401 18 s. 104& d. in money,
including 50 merks for communion elements, 2 chalders of
barley and 2 chalders of meal. The glebe confifts of ¢z acres
and fome falls ; bus the minifter bas.oa grefs, nor sey allow-
gnce for it. The manfe was repaired about § years fince, at
which time there was a complete fet of offices built and co-
_ vered with flates. Lord Findlater is propeietor of the whole
pocidh, axcept fome property bolonging .to the town-coungil ;
ene fmall: hmh.c,oonﬁﬁmgofahonﬁ,agudn, sud a9 eote
Ta of
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ot‘ land, and fome few acres mortified for pious ufes * «—Therg
is generally a good fchool in Cullen, where from 40 to so
Boys are taught Latm. Englx& writing, amhmetlc, and book-
kecpmg ; but the fchoolmaﬁer’s falary is very fmall : he has
only about 61 10 s. a-year, the greateft part of which arifes
from two pious donations, to be a.fterward mennoned. There
isa pretty good fchool-boufe, ind a convenient room for the
aecommodauon of the mater. School-fees for teachmg Eng-
Lith 1s. 64d., wrmng and anthmetw 8 5., and for Latin 2s 6d.
the qnarter There is'a fchoolmlftre& who has a lalary of sl,
for teachmg girls to read and l'ew. And there are generally
other two fchobis ‘where yonng ¢hxl§ren are taught to read
Englith, ‘and are infiru@ed in the prlnclples of Chuﬂ.umty.
The Earl of Findlater had ebede-houfe in the town of Cullen,
which acoommodated 8 poor ‘men,’who hid 'peats allowed
them for fuel, and each bad 6;— bolls of meal yearly. The
bede-houfe bemg rmnous, was Iately taken down but the
Earl allows a houfe free of rent, "and the fuel, to fuch of the
bede-men ae incline to poﬂ'efs it, but few of them feem in
dlined to do it; but the meal is regularly given to poor per-
fons, and fomeumec divided between two poor famxhes, whlch
makes it more extcnﬁvely ufeﬁxlf.-—-'l’he number of poor re-

) celvmg

. lad!"mdhterhu his chief feat of refidence here, called Culjen houfe. It
is literally founded upon a rock, wlnch is above 5o feet high, almaft perpendt- :
cular, hanging over the burn of Cullen. “The fituation of the houfe is romanti-
cally pleafant, having a beautiful ptofpe& to the S.,.and & find view of the Mo<
ray-frjth t6 the N. To the W. of the houfe there is an excellent bridge of oné
arch, caft over the burn, 84 feet wide, and 64 feet high, which makes an eafy com-
munication with the park and woods, where the ground admits of endlefs betu-
ty and variety.

4 William Lawtie of Myrehoufe, appointed-a croft of land, with fome houfes
and a fam &f money, with'which were purchafed fothe additional acres of land,
which pay of yeaxly rent for behoof ‘of the poor, xobdhun&anhh’ofbnky,

udlsl.of meney. Thnfonndamn unnderthe mnagemtofthehemof
“ the

¢
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geiving alms is 80 ; which is very great, confidering thenum.
.b“ of the people ; the chief reafon of this is, the liberal fup-
plies which they receive from the beneficence of the noble fa~
jmil; here, makes them prefs in from all corners. As there

are

the late Rev. Mr. Lawtie of Fordyoe. John Lawtie, burgefs of Cullen, be-
qnmhedhwhplcpropeny confifing of & houfe, a fmall garden, and a creft
gfhndfotbcboofofthepoorof Cullen, which pays of yearly rent to the kirk-
feffion, 1 guinea. William Leflie of Birdfbank, an heritor in the parifh, be-
queathed the fum of a 1000 merks Scatch, the interet of which, was to be ap~
‘plied as an encouragement to a fchoolmatter in Cullen, underdire&inn!ofthe
migiftrates of Cullen. This money, by a negotistien of the magiftrates, was
fettled in the hands of the Earl of Findlater, upon his agreeing to make fome
‘addition to it, and he thereby is become patron of the fchool, the magiftrates
and council paying Il. 23, 2d. 6-xaths, of a farther addition, which makes thé
falary in whole gl. Sterling yestly. A man of the name of Smith, who had a
Jmall houfe, a garden, and a croft of land, left them and the rents of them as
an additional encquragement to the fchoolmafter of Cullen—the rent of the
w]mlc is about 1. 108, yearly. Jobn Lorimer, town-clerk of Cullen, nppomt-
ed a piece of land, with 1 of 2 houfes upon it, for the education of a boy at the
chool of Cullen, of his own name, or related to him. Befides the rent of the
boafes, the land paid, in the end of the laft century, 6 bolls charitat bear, that
is, 6 bolls, 6 pecks barley, yearly. This foundation has been very ufeful in
giving education to & number of the founder’s relations ; and among others, to
a great nephew of his own, Mr. William Lorimer of St. James’s parith, Lon-
don, who out of gratitude for the benefit of his own education upon his great
uncle’s burfe at the fchool of Cullen, appointed by his laft will, a fum of money
fitto produce, by interet, 11. Sterling yearly, to purchafe books for his great
uncle’s burfar at Cullen; and alfo, x0s. yearly to the fchoolmatter at Cullen, for
his attention to faid burfar : And fuyther, the fatdd Mr. William Lorimer ap-
pointed the intereft of 200 L. Sterling, for a burfary at the Marifchal College of
Aberdeen ; and that his great uncle’s burfar st Cullen, when found qualified,
fhould enjoy this burfary at the college, with the relations by his mother alter-
mately. Mr. William Lorimer's burfary is under the direction of the mafters of
Marifchal Coilgge, and the magiftrates and church-feffion of Cullen. Joha
Watfon, merchant in Edinburgh, appointed the intereft of 1000 merks Scotch,
for aflifting in thecdm:auon of a boy at the {chool of Cullen, related to himfelf
by father or mother alfo, the intereft of 100l bcotch, to be paid to the maf-
wd‘ the fchool of Cullen for the boy’s education. Col]e&ot]nhnOgnlmof
the
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are 1o poor’s rates, the only ordinary fupplies arife from the’
weekly colleGions at the church, with the intereft of fome
{ettled money, amounting in whole to about 35 ). a-year: out
of which the fefion~clerk and officess fees are paid. This
wauld be by no ‘means an adequate fupply for fuch a number
of poor, if Lord Findlater did not only give 10 bolls and a fir-
jot .of meal yoarly tp-be diftributed by the chureh feffion, hut
aHo appoint fupplies of meal and money for all their exigens
cies, which makes their ftate here better than anywhere elfe

in the neighbonchood *,

Woods.—1t may ‘not be improper from Caullen, the prin.
g;pal feat of the Earl of Findlater and Seafield, to take a ge-

ieral view of the imymenfe plantatiops of trees made by thag
family. Before the year 1944, little in that way was deme.
The whole country, and eyen about Cullea houfe, was naked
and deftitute of cover or ornament from trees. Since the
ahave period, it appears by attefted lifts before the writer,
¢chat the Eazls of Findlater bave planted upwards of 8aoq

Scotch

‘the cuftoms at Invernefs, and his fon bailic William Ogilvie, merchant in Banff,
bequeathed the fum of 441 9s. Sterling, the intereft of which is to be applied
by the church-feffion of Cullen, for behoof of their poor relatiens, and the poor
of the parifh in equal parts. James Ogilvie, formerly wadfetter of Logie, be-
‘queathed for behoof of the poor of the parifh of Cullen, the fum of 300 merks
Scotch.

# Although the whole produce of grain in the "parith is never fufficient far
the confumpt of the people, yet meal is always here in as great plenty, and as
good in quality, and as cheap, as in any part of Scotland ; owing to the atten-
tion of Lord Findlater and his ‘mamgm 20 or 30 years fince, eggs fold 14-for
.penny, now they are 2 d. for 2. Hens, which were fold for 4 d. each, now
‘give 7d. and 8d. Beefand mutton, which ufed to fell from 1 d. to 2 d. the
pound, now fell from 24 d. to 4d. the pound. Haddocks, which were from 1 d.
to 2d. the dozen, fell now at 7 d. and 8d. the dozen, and other articles in pro-
portion. The price of labour is rifing fo faft, that it may be faid not to be fety
tled at prefent. ’
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Scotch acres, about Culleti, add in- theit othet eftates inl the
counties of Banff and Moray ; and, if we allow 4000 plants,
as ufual, for every Scotch acre, the mimber otigimally plant.
&d, will exceed the amazing fum of 32,600,000 of trees. Al
thefe plantations, which 4t firft wer¢ génerally planted with
¢ommon firs, have been, with great ¢are and dttention, prox
perly filled up with larch, and great variety éf hard wood
plants, fuited to the different foils ; and-all this upon ground
which never returned one farthing of rent to the proprietor.
" For the encouragement of thofe who have wafte groand fit
for planting, I fhall beg leave to quote the following curious
paragraph, from an account before e, attefted by Mr. George
Brown, furveyor of land at Elgin, and fa@or to Lord Finde
later there. “ To fhow in fome degree the value 8f Lord
Findlatet’s plantations, and the very rapid progrefs they make
in this country near Elgin, there wis a gdod @eal cut ont of
oné plantation of common firs, to muke todin for more va.
luable and ufeful trees ; many of thofe cut out meifured of
girth 2 feet Yo inches and 3 feet, and fold at ‘3d. Sterling the
ttee, and, in general, when fawn down the middle, are large
énough for paleing and other ufes. This is & fingulaf ins
flance of wood only plaated 18 years, snd fhows the grest
wealth that will accumalate from thofe plantations.”

Mountains.—There is only one remarkablé mountain called
thie Bin-hill ; it has two tops, the ote higher titin the other,
ft lies about a’ mile S, W. of the town of Cullen, sbout two
#hiles from the fea, and ferves us a land-miark to the fithers.
Tts elevation above the fea is faid to be from roco to 1165
fect. It was formerly co'Vered wrﬂr heath bat is now plast.
e thh treés.

Charadler of the People.—TMe people, in general, are fober

) and
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and induftrious. They enjoy a reafonable fhare of the coms
forts of life, and feem ftrongly uttached to the plaoe of their
abode, They have long been remarkable for their chmtable
difpofition, not only to their poor nexghbours, but alfo to,
firangers. They live peaceably with one another. In proof
of this, although they have town-courts at their door, and
the fheriff-court within 8 miles of them, these is hardly fuch
4 thing as a law-fuit heard of among them. .

. Advantages and Difadvantages.—The town of Cullen, by
its fituation, has many advantages. It lies on the poft road,
which is kept in good repair. It has, in general, good fchools.
It has the advantsge and aeeommodmon of a poﬁ-oﬂicc, a
pretty good butcher market, plenty of all tha neceﬂ'a.nu of
* life fupplied from a rich country; on the one hand,, and an”
ample fupply of all kinds of fith from the ﬂ:a, on the other,
with command of plenty of mofs for foel. The difadvan-
tages are, a fcanty fupply of good water. There is not a
good fpring in the parifh of Cullen but one, and that lies
without the town. To the burn of Cnllen, there u accels
only at two places, mdtheretheroadsarefoﬁeep, thatxtls
difficult to carry up water. The only fapply, is a ciftern in
the centre of the town, where water is bron t in leaden
pipes from the annexed part of the parith of Rathven. To
sccommodate the town properly, they would need at. leaftf
other two cifterns.- The houfes, in general, though cheap
rented, are mean and bad ; and moft of them being placed
with their ends to the ftreet, it offends the eye of the tra-
veller. If Lord Findlater were either to lock up his moﬂ'es,
or to alter the roads, and thereby render them more dlﬁant,
the inhabitants would foon be obhged to remove, exoept his
Lordfhip were pleafed to make a harbour for fhips to bring-
coal, which would be far preferable to their prefent fyel. If
¢ it
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it were agreeable to his Lordfhip to ere& better houfes, and to
build a harbour at the thore, which it is believed, weuld not
be attended with a great expenfe, Cullen would perhaps be
one of the moft comfortable and convenient places in the
north of Scotlaad to live in, .

Antigquities.—At the north end of the town of Cullen, there
is a beautiful green hill, .called the Caftle-hill, hanging over

_the fea, which before the ufe of cannon, was extremely well

fituated for a place of ftrength, being inacceflible from the
north by an almoft perpendicular high rock, and having s .
deep ditch in all other dire&ions for its defence. There is no
gecord concerning it, when, or by whom built, or when de~
firoyed ; but it is evident from the calcined ftones dug every
where, that it has been deftroyed by fire. And the only tra-
dition concerning it is, that the town of Cullen lay at the
eaft fide of it, and when an enemy appeared, the inhabitants
garried their moft valuable effeéts into the caftle for protec-
tion ; but when the caftle was burned, that the inhabitants
temovyed to the prefent fituation of the town, to be under the
proteQion of the conftable at Cullen .houfe, the refidence of
the Earl of Findlater. Near Cullen houfe, there is the veftige
of a houfe, in which, it is faid, Qgcen Elizabeth, Queen of
King Robert Bruce died, In the annexed part of the parifh
of Rathven, there is the ruin of a chapel at Farfkane, upon
the fea bank, which is fuppofed to have been.a Chapel of
Eafe in the parith of Rathven, and worfhip was probably pers
formed there by the clergymen from CuHen.

* Royal Deaths.—It is (omeﬁhag curious, that fo far
Vor. XII. u north

* With regeed to the death of Indulfus, there is no doubt. The accounta
given of it by Buchapan, and Abercrombie in his Martial Atchicvements, agree
perfeétly
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porth as Cullen, in Lord Findlater’s eftate, a King and
Queen of Scotland thould have died, namely, King Indul-
. " fus,

perfeétly with the then fituation of the country: That the King having pre-
vented the Danes from landing at the Frith of Forth, at the Tay, and Aber-
deen, upon being informed that they had unexpeétedly landed at Cullen, haft-
ened forward with his army, attacked and totally routed them, and made them
fly to their thips; but hearing that there fill remained a fmall body of them
together at the fide of 2 wood, he rathly ruthed forward with a handful of men,
and attacked them, where he fell fighting valiantly in defence of the liberty of
his country. Upqn the place where the King fell, there was, as ufual, a huge
cairn of ftones collected, which, to this day, is called the King’s Caim. It
lies a mile weft from Cullen houfe, in the annexed part of the parith of Rath-
ven. The ground which was formerly an open moor fit for a field of battle, is
now covered with fine trees, and around the caim there are about 3 acres of
ground enclofed, and ufed as a nurfery for raifing young trees. A great many
of the ftones of the cairn were ufed for this enclofure, but the remainder of the
cairn is as yet very diftin@®, Whether the body of King Indulfus was buried
under this cairn, or whether, according to the Sceti-chronicon, it was carrfed
to the Iilsnd of Calumb Kill or Jona, I fhall not pretend to judge ; but it would
certainly be worth while to examine the bottom of the cairn, to know whether
there is-any urn or ftone coffin in it, according to the cuftom of our anceftors in
thofe days. With regard to the death of Queen Elizabeth, the writer afferts
nothing pofitively ; but he thinks it proper to mention the circumftances that
have come to his knowledge, which at leaft make the matter appear probable.
In the 312 place, The tradition mentioped above, concerning the houfe in which
Queen Elizgabeth is faid to have died, is very diftin@ in the place. But what
tends to confirm this; 2d/y, From the charter of the town of Cullen, a copy
of which is before the writer, it appears, “ That Robert of Bruce, King of the
Scotch, granted and gave in gift for ever, 5L of the money of the kingdom
(that is, 8s. and 4d. Sterling) for the fuppert of a chaplain in the parith church
of the blefled Mary of our burgh of Cullen, always to pray for the falvation of
the foul of the moft ferene Princefs Queen Elizabeth, confort of the fame King
Robert.” And, 3dly, There is & tradition that Queen Elizabeth’s bowels are
erded, that is, buried in our Lady Kirk of Cullen. Now, it may be afked, if
the Queen had not died in Cullen, what could have given rife to thefe difin&®
traditions, and particularly, why would her bufband have endowed a chaplain
to pray for the falvation of her foul in the church of Cullen? But the great
gueftion is, what could have brought Queen Elizabeth to Cullen? The moft

. . probable
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gis; and Queen Eljzabeth, fecond Qpueen of ng Robert
ruce:

Us : N U M-

probable anfwer to this is, that as the had a daughter married to the then,
Earl of Sutherland,” the had come upon a vifit to her daughtet. And as
the family of Sutherland had then confiderable property in the Boyn and Enzie,
probably fome friend of that family lived in this houfe, where the Queen is
faid to have died. Whether the burying' her bowels in the church implies the
burial of the whole body, or whether the bowels only were interred in Cullen,
1 thall not take upon me to determipe ; but I never heard of any other place for
her interment;

a8,
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NUMBER XIV.
PARISH or OLRICK.

(CouNTY OF CAITHNESS, STNOD OF SUTHERLAND AND CAITR.
NEss, PREsBYTERY OF CAITHNESs.)

By the Rev. Mr. GEOR6E MACKENZIE.,

Name, Extent; General Appearasnce, $c.

OLRICK is unqueftionably of Norwegian derivation. [t
may be interpreted, ¢ the fon of Erick,” in allufion to
an eftablifhment made by fome illaftrious chief of that name
on this part of the coaft. This invafion, which feems to have
Been general along the E. and N. of Caithnefs, is fappofed to
have taken place about the end of the 8th, or the beginning
of the gth century. The length of the parith from N. W. to
S. E. may be reckoned 4 meafured miles ; and its breadth,
at a medium, 3, or fomewhat lefs. The parifh may be faid
to be neither mountainous nor plain. The uncultivated parts
are wholly green, and equally clear both of heath and rock.
Ta the fouthern parts of it, a number of green tumuli, or little
hillsy
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hills, form themfelves into the fhape of three extended amphix
theatres, interfe@ed by a multiplicity of vallies and rivulets,
affording the moft luxuriant pafturage for cattle in the fam-
mer months, and natural hay for their fupport in winter.
Towards the fea, the whole is one continued track of rich
cultivated foil. Mofs is not very abundant in the parifh;
and the want of good peat-fuel may be reckoned one of the
greateft inconveniences which the inhabitants labour under.
Along the fea-coaft, and towards the rifing grounds, the air
is pure and healthy ; but from the {wamps abounding in the
hollows, and the infalubrious vapours they emit, all the com-
plaints arifing from obftru&ed perfpiration, are not nnfrcqueni:
among the inhabitants. It is much to be regretted, that great.
er exertions are not made for the draining of thefe marthes ;
for, independent of the influence of fuch operations in melior-
ating the air and climate, and thereby confulting the health of
the people, the marl to be found in them for the purpofes of
agriculture, would amply compenfate the expenfe of the work. -
The loch of Duran, in particular, calls for an exertion of this
fort ; it is the only one in the parifh, and is nearly 3 miles in
circumference ; a part of it was drained fome years ago, by a
former proprietor, and bog-hay, as it is called, now grows
in great abundance, where pool and putrefaion heretofore
prevailed. The outlet to the fea is of eafy operation ; and by
continued exertions, it is not to be doubted but this expanfe
of water might, in a few years, be reduced to a fmall rivulet,
and the foil it now occupies rendered as produive as any
part of the parith,

Soil and Prodsce.—~The foil, in general, along the coaft,
and in the flat parts-of the parith, is a deep clay, with here
and there a little intermixture of fand and till. Remeote from
the coaft, the foil is lighter, and lefs produ&ive, and more cal-

culated
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culated for pafture than cropping. The ftaple produce of the
parith is bear, oats, and potatoes. Flax heretofore was raifed,
though but in fmall quantities, from the extreme difficulty of
manufatturing it through the want of mills. As this incon-
veniency is now completely remedied, and as the foil is na-
turally favourable to the rearing of this valuable article, it is
expeted, from the induftry of the inbabitants, and the en-
couragement and countenance they daily meet with from one
of the principal proprietors *, that this branch of hufbandry
will foon turn to a very great account in this place.

The oats in this parih are in fuch eftimation, as to be
bought for feed throughout the country ; a diftin&ion folely
owing to the quality of the foil, which is peculiarly adapted
to this fpecies of grain. The bear is alfo comparatively good,
weighing from 16 to 18 ftone the boll. The whole produce
of the parith may be at leaft reckoned 7000 bolls meal and
bear, and the average export about 4000 bolls. Marl and
fea-weed are chiefly ufed as manures, and are found in great
sbuadance, and without much expenfe of labour.

. Agriculture~There are perhaps few parithes in the N.

which have of late made more commendable exertions in agrie < =

cultural improvements, than the patith of Olrick. On the
.eftate of Caftlehill, the property of Mr. Traill, a rotation of
.crops among the tenantry begins to prevail. The following
is an account of the improvements made on a fmall farm on
this eftate, occupied by one Donald Coghill. The rent of
the farm is 201. Sterling. In fpring 1491, he laid down 3%
acres under rye-grafs and clover, from which he raifed 8ce

flone

® The gentleman here alluded to, is-Mt. Traill of Hobbefter, fheriff-depute
.of the county, who has lately got erected a lint-mill, a barley-mill, and corn.miM
of the beft conftruction, and has alfo a threfhing-machine, all excepting the lint-
mill, moved by one wheel, and driven by the {anie ftream.
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fione weight of -hay in autumn 1792, which he could have
fold on the field for 6d. the ftone weight. In fpring 1793,
he laid down under rye-grafs and clover, 3 acres ; under tur-
nip, 3 of an acre ; under potatoes, 1 acre, and had 2 acres in
fallow. From the advantages already reaped, he is determi-
ned to perfevere in this mode of managing his farm ; and o~
thers are preparing to follow his example. Draining, ditche
ing, and enclofing are carried on with fpirit in this part of
the parith; this is egtire]y owing to the granting of fuch
I¢afes as give the farmer the profpett of enjoying the fruits
of his induftry: Befides, the proprietor als in every refpe&
more as the father than mafter of the people under him. He
ferms himfelf to a large extent ; and his returns are anfwer-
able to his attention and induftry. Another farm on his e-
ftate, occupied by Mr. Jolly, minifter of Dunnet, is in a flate
equally flourifhing and refpe@able with his own. Mr, Traill
has alfo made, and is now making very laudable exertions in
plantations, on a fheltered part of his eflate, nor, as yet, has
he any reafon to repent of his attention to this important ob-
je&.

It is unneceflary to defcend to much minutenefs as to live
flock, when it can be afferted with truth, that the black cattle
reared in the parifh are not adequate to the culture of the foil.
As to horfes, an import above what are reared, is neceffary e-
very year. The number of fheep, valuable neither for their
wool nor fleth, may be from 5200 to 1500, There is a great
number of fwine reared, of a fmall fize, but peculiarly deli-
cate, when well fatteped; they are generally bought up by
batchers in the parifh, and fold in the weekly market at Thur.
fo. The real rent of the parifh is about gocl. Sterling.

) Population, &c.—Aécording to Dr. Webfter’s report, the
pumber of fouls then was 875, The aumber of inhabitants
at
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at prefent, is precifely 10e1, of which 464 are males, and
537 females. There is nothing noticeable as to their longes
wity ; nor does it appear that they have been much on the in.
ereafe or decreafe for a number of years back.

MARRIAGES, BIRTHS and DEATHS, for the laff 4 Jears.

Muainzges. | Burths. | Deaths.
1786 3 30 16
1784 6 29 14
1788 5 16 4
18| 4 23,1 6
1790 | 7 32 | 8
1791 9 21 12 |

" 'The inhabitants are, in general, a fober, civilized, induftrie
ous, honeft people, and regular attendants on divine worthip.
‘Theft may be faid to be unknown among them ; a few, and
but a few, from particular modes of living, are fomgwhat ad.
di&ed to excefs in drinking,

Ecclefiaftical State, Stipend, School, Poor.—The religion ig
that of the Eftablifhed Church, with a few Seceders, who at-
- tend a preacher of that perfuafion in the town of Thurfo,
‘Thefe, in number, are not above 12, and are nowife noify nor
wuncharitable in the fupport or propagation of their own te«
‘nets. Unlefs it be that potions of witchcraft are not wholly
eradicated from the minds of fome weak and ignorant perfons,
fuperftition of any fort has little or no hold of them. The
kitk feems to have been built in 1633 ; it has been frequently
repaired fince, and will, in a very fhort time, require another
confiderable repair, or be built anew. The manfe and offices
are eatitely new, and fully adequate to the minifter’s accom-

' 1 - modation,
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friodation, The ftipend prmmp‘ﬂy confifis of viftual, and
may be reckoned worth 681 Sterling, befides a glébe of 8
acres lind of tolerhbly good foil. Mifs Scott of Seotftarvet
is patronefs.—There is & pafochial fchiool in the place, with
a falary of g 1. Siééliﬁg', befideg clerk fees, fchool dues, and pa-
rith emotaments. There are fomé private fchools in the res
mote cordérs of thé parifli, fupported by the people, whofe
thildren are unable to travel o the parith fchool. There are
nofuciety fchools in the phce.—-’l'heré are no feffion fundsfor
the fuppoft of the pobr, excepting the Sunday’s colle&ions,
which may amount to 81. Sterling a-yéar; get from the chs.
ritdble difpofition of the people, the poor, though fometimes
numerobd, are frot left 4 prey to the hardibips of their lot.

Maritime Hifioty df tbi Pu-yﬁ.-dl'he lifie 6f ceaft belong-
ing to this parifh, beginning at Sttngergel and ending a lite
tle beyond the houfe of Murkle, is not more thau 2 Englifh
miles from E. to W. The coaft is rugged dnd fhelvy, but
not bold. At the éxtremiti¢s of this line dre the Bays of
Douniet and Murkle (the lattef of which Belongs wholly to
this parith), and are the receptacles of the greateft abundance
of fea-wiire in the winter 4nd fpring mionths. From x5 to 20
tons of kelp are made yearly. Confiderable quantities of fith
are caught in thefe bays. ln fomie years 10,000 cod and ling
Nave been dried in the courfe of one fummeér at Murkle ; and
between 70 and 80 barrels of mud-fith have béen caught in the
winter feafon. Every other fpecies of fifli peculiar to the
cbuntry, abounds thete, The bay of Murkle inerits a part-
cular défeription in the marifime atcount of this parifh. It
is believed, that, were it better known; it would be i higlier
eftimation, aud Mmore frequented by feafating people, from the
fhelter it can now afford, and the additional thelter it might,
& no gréat expenfe bt made to afford to veffels in diftrefs, or

Ver. XII, X retacded
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retarded . in their progrefs by wind or tide. Murkle Bay is,
in fa&, within tiie Bay of Dunnet, and is, on that account,
poffeffed of additional tranquillity, from its connexion with
the latter, and farther removed from their ftormy aflociates
the Pentland Frith, with which both are conpefted. In Dun.
net Bay, however, befides the anchoring ground, the preflure
of both wind and fea into it, is often fo'great, that a veflel
ruos the rilk of unavoidable deitruétion, by entering it. In
Murkle Bay, the anchoring ground is a blue tenacious clay,
and has the charaler from feamen of being as good as is.to
be found in moft places. The bay extends inland from Dun-
pet Bay about 2000 yards ; its breadth acrofs is about 1509
yards. At full fea it is not lefs than § fathom deep, where
veflels anchor, and at low water about 4 fathom; from the
fhelter it now receives from Holburnhead on the W., and
-from Duancthead on the N., it is believed to be calmer in a
form-than any part of the whole coaft. A pier, in confe.
quence of the immediate vicinity of a quarry, and all requifite
anaterials, might be conftruted at no conﬁderablc.-expenfe.
On thefe accounts, it is recommended to the particular notice
aud confideratior of the friends of navigation, and lovers of
gheir country, that the fubject may be further examined, znd
.the truth known,
, - Minerals~—Limeftone and.freeftone, grey flates of a light
durable kind, and .blue flags, abound in this parith. The
flags are uncommonly good, are from.I to 6 inches thick,
.and may be raifed of almoft any extent of fuperficies ; they.bear
fire, and, .from trials already made, are faid to be c;aj':ablc of
receivigg. a: polxih little .inferior: to marble. Confiderable
.quantitics of thefe ﬁags have lately been fent to Aberdeen,
snd they "have ,been found to .anfwer the different purpofes
gor which they were interded fo “ell, that fe\ eral . cargogs- -of
. . them
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them are to be thipped from Caftlchxll for that. place, in the*
courfe of fammer 1793.

Heritors, and Places of C.ln'zf ‘1\’ te —The nuh_lber of heri-
tors is 4, Sit Robert Sinclair of ‘Murkle, Mr. Traill, Cap-
tain Patrick Sinclair of the Royal Navy, and Mr. Smith of’
Olrick. Caﬂleh;ll the refidence of Mr. Traill, has its name’
from an old caftle, of which fcarcely a veﬂxge ‘is now dxf-
cernible. Murkle is believed to have been originally Mort.!
Hill, or the Field of Death, in allufion to a great battle’
fought between the Danes and natives, in which the latter
were viQorious. It is alfo added, that the Scottifh chief, on
feeing a large hollow at the head of Murkle Bay filled with
the enemy, called out to his troops to clear the den, which
they did with fuch havock of their invaders, that the place

got the name of Clear-Den or Clairden, which it bears till
this day.

.
.

Antiguities.—Pi&s houfes are frequent in different parts of
the parifh; their number may amount to 6 ar 5. On the top
of the hill of Olrick, there are evident veftiges of a2 watch-
tower. From the top of this hill, though of no confiderable
elevation, there is a commanding profpe&t of the coaft and
country : From this fpot, owing to the champaign fituation
of the country, the bays of Sandfide, Scrabfter, and Murkle
Duonet Head, and the hills of Cgnifbay, the bays of Fref-
wick and Ries, and the caftle of Old Wick, all in Caithnefs,
and fome of the fouth iflands in Orkney, and fome of the
mountainous parts of Sutherland, Strathnaver, Moray, Banff,
and Aberdeen fhires, are under view.

Mifcellaneous Obfervations.—From the rifing profperity of
the tenantry on the eftate of Caftlehill, owing folely to the
X 2 humane
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" hnmage and judicious condud of the propricter, it wizg
greatly to be withed that the other bheritors, sad every heritor
in Caithnefs, would adopt fimilar meafureo for the :mprovg.,-'
ment of their eftates, and the happinefs of their people.
While fhort leafes and feudal fervitufes prevail, they muft
operate as an mfurmountablc bar to every fpecies of civilize-
tion and improvement. It is now in contemplatwn to intro-
duee fqme little braaches of manufa&nre on the effate of
Caﬂ.ld:ipt which, if got effeted, wxll be of eﬁ'enua! benefit
to this ymﬂa pnd beyond it.

NUM-
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Of St. Vigeans. s

NUMBER XV.

PARISH or 81, VIGEANS.

{County of Forrax, Sriop or Anays A¥n Mzaxws, Pazs.
BYTERY OF ABERBROTHOCK.)

By the Rev. Mr. Joan Arrxgw.

Name, Church.

THE parith of St. Vigeans has, according to traditios,
received its name from a reputed Saint, who is faid te
Aave lived before, or during the 1ath century ; for, in thst
century the church was built, about the time, or foon after
the ereftion of the abbey of Aberbrothock®*. The church
is

# The plan of the abbey and church of St. Vigeans, is faid to have been
drawn by the fame architect, whofc grave is fhown to frangers in this church-
'yard. The above mentioned Saint, is faid to have refided, for fome time, a-
bout 3 miles from the place where the church ftands, at a farm called Grange
of Conan, where the veftiges of his chapel ftill remain, 28 feet long, by 15
broad. A few yards from the chapel, there are 3 or 4 acres of good land for-
merly belonging to it, but long fince become the property of t of the heritors
of the parith, The prefent proprictor, fome ycars ago, enclofed a few falls of

. ground
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is built in the form of a cathedral, 6o fcet long, by 54 over
walls, on 2 fmall mount, the top of wkich is about 4o feet
above the level of the circumjacent ground. The fummit of
the mount is of an elliptical form ; the greateft diameter go-
ing from S. to N., and the length of the church being from
E.to W., there are only about 8, feet: at each corper more
than is fufficient to contain the foundation of the fabric. The
afcent on the W. N. and E. fides of the mount, is exceeding-
l] ftegp * '

- PO 2 e e N N
.U R - . T ..
.

Extent, Surﬁce, Produce, Rent, $3c.—Formerly the ex-
tent of this parith was confiderably larger than it is at pre-
“fent. The town and,  abbeg of Arbroath belonged to it, till
about the year 1 560 when ‘Arbroath became a diftinét pa-
rilh. But as no legal divifion was ever made, the boundaries
of the 2 parifhes cannot be exadtly afcertained +. The boun.
daries of what i now reckoned the parifh, may be defcribed
as

ground round the veftiges of the chapel, with a ftone fence, and planted it.
‘Within.a few yards of the chapel, there is 1 of the moft copious fpnngs,of ex-
cellent water, in this country, called to this day St. Vigean's well.

#* Thre rhount feems to be partly natural and partly artificial ; for, on the S.
fide, when graves are digged, rock appears about 3 fert below the furface ; .buf
on the N. fide, there is fine mould for feveral -fees decp. Thete is not, perhaps,
ih Scotland, a church fo remarkably fituated. The fmall river Brothock, from
which the neighbouring burgh has its name, runs within a few feet of the E.
fide of the church-yard, and is faid to fignify the “ muddy ftream,” as it runs e
great part of its courfe on a muddy and clay bottom. The church is an Englith
mile diftant from Arbroath northward.

+ Perhaps it may be proper to obferve, as an uncommon thing, that the S.
fide of the church of Arbroath, for about 10 fect at the E. end, and a few feet
on the W., ftands in this parith, and not many years ago, the minitter and
* fchoolmafter of Arbroath refided in it. The eftate of Guynd, in the parn‘h of
Carmylie, about 5 miles from St. Vigeans, belonged alfo to this parifh, as ap-

pears from writings belonging te that family, but when it was disjoined, is not
now known.
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as follows : The weft end of it borders on the fea for-about
3 miles from the town of -Arhroath, to about a quarter of a
-mile beyond the fithertown of-Auchmithy. : For about a mile
eaft of Arbroath, the.coaft is flat, with a fandy.beach; but
within flood-mark, the bottom confifts of ribbed rocks, vifi-
ble only at low water. At the end of this extended plein,
. the coaft rifes abruptly, and becomes high, bold, and rocky,
being the weftern extremity of the rubrum promontorium, or
Red Head, which extends to about 3 miles beyond the limits
of the parith. From the point-beyond Auchmithy, to the N.
W. corner of the pau(h, the length is about 7 miles, border-
ing for. about 6 miles on the parith of Inverkeillor, and: I
smile on the parith of Carmylie. From the N. W. point to
the S. W. corner, it is about 3 miles along the confines of -
the laft mentioned parith. From the S. W. point to the -E.,
the length is about 3 miles, lying on the N. fide of the parifh
of Arbirlot, and 2 part of the country parith of Arbroath.
_But this laft lige is not fo regular as thofe on the other fides *.
The panih properly fo called, is divided into nearly. 2
equal parts, E. and W., by the fmall river Brothock. - The
E. fide is by far the beft foil, and the moft favourable cli-
mmate, and confequently the moft fruitful. . From the river
Brothock, the ground rifes gently for-a mile towards' the E.,:
to the top of a hill called Dirkmountlaw, and afterward
flopes in the fame gradual manner towards the fea, where the
.coaft is about 1co feet above the level .of the watér. .On the
’ W. fide,

% Befides the extent comprehended within the above limits, there are 2
eftates entirely detached from this part of the parifh, and alio from one another.
-One called Hofpitalfield, fo.called from being the place whers .the hofpital for
the fick of the Abbey of Arbroath ftood, lying a mile W. from tke burgh, and
divided from this parifh by the burgh roads of faid town. The o:h:r‘chit:’,
"called Tnverpeffor, lics about 4 miles from St. Vigeans, was formerly the feat
.-of the Fletchers, now of -Saltcn, and purchafed by the family of Panmuir fome
‘ime in the laft century.
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W. fide; the ground rifes Bl more gradually for about §
moiles weftward, till it festhes the fummit of Grange of Co.
nan hill, where the parifh borders on Carmyli€. The feft of
the parith may be faid to be pretty flat, with & few gemilé
elevations in different places.

Therennompoftheperiﬂ: but by a ptetty end i
wveftigation, aided- by informatich from the proprietors and
farmers, it is found to contzin about 9385 Scotch acres; in-
cloding the 2 détached eftates above mentioned ; 8355 deres
of which are arable, of which 2334 acres are enclofed, thé
gréater part with ditch; and the ref with hedge and ditch 5
1359 actes enclofed with flone feries; 256 actes planted,
dneﬂy with Scotch firs ; 580 acres of moar, of which thets
até above 300 scres under improvement already, and more
will foon be taken in for cultivation ; and, it is thought, thzé
n a few years there will be no moor remaining in the parifl,
Fhe rumber of enclofed acres will dppear mots furprifing;
when it is obferved, that in the year 1754, there were not
40 acres, gardens excepted, enclofed in the parith.

There are, in the parith, 138 carts, 300 hotfes, 13z ploughs;
1633 black cattle, 510 fheep, 2 few of which are of Englifh
Preed, end 30 fwine., There are about 127 bolls of peafe
fown yearly in the parith ; 140 bolls wheat; 976 bolls barley
and common bear ; r5%8 bolls of oats. The yearly returns,
at an average, may be 9 of wheat, 5 or 6 of oats, and 7 or
8 of barley. But perhaps this calculation may be rather
high for the W. fide of the parith; but, it is thought, the E.
fide will make up the deficiency. The valued rent of the’
pearih is 8aggl. 6s. 8d. Scots, which is the higheft valuation
of & country parith in this county, and the real rent about
6000 guineas ; the number of proprictors about 4o ; the
feuars fome hundreds. The higheft valuation of any heritor
fs 1200L Scots, and the loweft- al. Scots, Ten heritors re-

) fide
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fide in the parifh. One heritor keeps 2 2 wheeled carnage 3
but there is not a 4 wheeled chaife belongmg to any heritor
refiding. Moft of the eftates in this parith belonged former-
ly to the Abbacy of Arbroath, and were fold by Cardinal
Beaton:

Soil, &c.—The foil, as may be fuppofed in fuci; an extent;
varies very much. In fome pérts of the parilh, it confifts of
fine loam of a brownith colour, many inches deep; lying, in
fome places, on clay, in otixers, on a fandy bottom, coarfe
gravel, or fand and clay intermixed. In others, it confifts of
a black infipid loam on clay ; and this clay, in fome places, is
fo compat and impenetrable, that by the rain-water lying on
or near the furface, a great part of the winter, the manure
Jaid on it is much weakened, and, in fome feafons, fails con-
fiderably of its efe@. This laft, is the cafe with what has
been formerly moor, and not fo early brought into cultlva.-
tion as other parts of the panfh There is, in fome places of
the panﬂl very fine foil, and pretty deep, lying on extenfive,
beds of ftone. There is, in general, a largc extent of good
foil, capable of producing any crop raifed in Scot.land and
alfo, a confiderable quantity of ground that will require no
little attention and induftry from the farmer, before it can
repay the expenfe beftowed upon it. But the fpmt of in-
duftry that has of late pervaded almoft the whole heritors
and tenants here, has produced an amazing alteration upon
the foil, furface, and appearance of the pardh fo that in
many farms, there i§ not a fingle acre uncultivated; and if
the fame fpirit fhall continue, it is fuppofed, that in a few
years the whole extent of the parith will be undeér cuitiva-_
tion. It is generally allowed here, that the raifing of the
rents in this diftri@, has, among other caufes, contributed tg
the adivity, attention, and mdnﬁry of .the farmers; who have

Vou. XII, Y of
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of late been roufed from that torpid ftate and infignificant
* rank they formerly held in fociety, and are become, in this
part of the country, an acute, fenfible, and intelligent fet of
men, capable of converfing, and being in company with per-
fons of fuperior rank, and able to give advice and inftru@ion
to thofe who with to apply themfelves to the cultivation of
the country. Confidering the fmall advantages, which many
of them enjoy, for the improvement of their minds, it may
be queftioned, if there is any rank of men in fociety that
has fo rapidly emerged from ignorance, inattention to bufi
nefs, and rudenefs of manners, as they have donein a few
years ; and by confequence they have become entitled to all
the efteem and encouragement that is in the power of the
landed intereft to confer upon them ; for, on their fkill and
labour, under providence, the very exiftence of fociety de.
pends. A

In fome eftates in this parifh, a variety of fervices are re-
quired, fuch as ploughing, reaping, making hay, carrying.
coals from Arbroath, kain fowls, &c.; in other eftates no
kind of fervices are demanded. There are but a few farms
that are exempted from aftriion to mills; the multures pay~
able to fome mills are high, to others moderate. There ase
4 meal mills, 1 flour mill, 2 barley mills, 2 malt mills, z
mill for wathing yarn, 1 mill with 8 ftamps for beating yarn
when dry, and 1 waulk mill, all going by water. There is’
a bleachfield, where about 1000 fpindles of yarn, and about
§500 yards of linen are bleached annually.

Village of Auchmithy.—Auchmithy is a fmall village fitu-
ated about 3 miles eaftward from the church, on ground ele-
wvated about 100 feet above the level of the fea, the defcent
to which is rough, fteep, and rocky. It contains 180 peo-
ple of all ages. The men are generally employed in filhing.’

They
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‘They have 6 boats, value about 1320l., with § or 6 men to
each boat. The people of that place are become fober and
induftrious, and much civilized in their manners within 30
years paft. They find 2 ready market for their fith in the
aeighbouring diftri&, but efpecially in the town of Axbroath,
which alone would confume teh times the quantity they
catch®. There is no harbour at Auchmithy, and from the
number of rocks lying near the place where the boats land,
it would be very difficult and expenfive to make one. When
the boats come in from fithing, they are drawn out en the
beach abeve reach of high water. The value of what they
call great lines, is about 11. §s. Sterling, and of the f{mall
lines half-a-guines, and their creels for catching lobfters 2s.
In 1793, there were about 16,000 lobfters taken there, at 3d.
a-piece, the whole of which almoft were feat to London. The
property of the village belongs to the Earl of Northefk, who
allows ground to the fifhers for houfes, at the yearly rent of
from 1s. 6d. to 3s. 6d. the houfe. The fithers build their
houfes on their own expenfes. His Lordthip draws the tithes
of the fith, which are juft now let at 41. 10s. Sterling a-year,
and 7 years ago at 81, The fifhing at that place appears to
have been in a declining ftate for fome years paft. The Earl
of Northeik has lately caufed a cart road to be made from the
village down to the beach, about 13 or 14 feet wide, for the

' Ya conveniency

® The fith on this part of the coaft, are cod, ling, fkate, mackerel, hollybut,
Yere called torbot, fca-dog, fome turbot, called bannakfluke, and haddocks, few
of which have been got here for the laft 4 years; whitings and flounders are ta-
. ken, lobfters alfo, and crabs in great plenty; vaft numbers of feals formerly fre..
.quented the rocks along this coaft, lying in hundreds together, but few of them
bave been obferved for fome time paft. For fome years, the price of fith has
rifen here very much. In 1754, and feveral years afterward, haddocks fold
here for 2d. 3d. and 4d. the dozen, of late, they have coft 10d. and zs. a-piece,
and fometimes cenfiderably higher. The price of ether kinds of fith is ftill
woderate,
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conveniency of the inhabitants, though it is reckbned rathes
fteep for a carriage®. In Auchmithy, as perhgps in moft
fithing villages, the accent of the inhabitants differs remark.
ably from that of their neighbours, even to fuch a degree,
that the writer of this can eafily diftinguifh the voice of any

perfon belongmg to that village, though fpeakmg in a dift
 ferent room,

Stipend, School, t9c.—The ftipend, by a decreet as old as
the year 1635, is 11 bolls and x firlot of wheat, 47 bolls, 3
firlots, 1 peck, 3 lippies, and % of a lippie of bear, and 8o
bolls and 1 firlot meal, at 4 ftones the boll, equal to 70 bolls,
3 firlots, and 2 lippies, at 8 ftones the boll, and 7L 17s. 114d.
Sterling vicarage ; but there is no allowance in the decreet
for theexpenfes of communion elementst. The church con-

tains

® This place was burnt down by fome fithermen in the end of the laft cen-
tury. Indigging the floor of a houfe in Auchmithy, a few years ago, in order
to eret a partition wall, 33 coins were found in a fmall earthen pitcher, fome
of Henry IV. of France, others of feveral German Princes, the reft of Charles
I and William the IIl. Some of the pieces were of a fquare form. About
18 miles fouthward from A.?cbmthy, in the German ocean, there is a largg
rock about half an Engh!h mile long. and one quarter broad vifible at low
pater, where large cod are caught. Tradition relates, that in the laft century
there was a bell ere@ed there on pillars of wood, and & machine fa contrived,
as to make the bell ring with little wind; that a Dutch mafter of a fhip re,
moved thebcﬂ,andthatthenmttmehenﬁtedthephce,hulhpwu
wrecked.

+ The decreet makes the teinds payable ip/a corpora, and it is not known
when the above conyerﬁon was made. At the date of the dccreet, James
Marquis of Hamdton is mentioned as titular of the teinds of the faid parochine,
sod the ftipend is faid to be given in full contentment and fatisfaion to the
faid mlm.ftcr and lus fucceﬂ'on, of any further prpvnﬁon which they, or either of
;hen, mnght claim thereafter ‘from Patrick Archbifhop of Glafgow, out of the
pcnﬁon granted to him out of the rents of the Abbey of Aberbrothock. This
was Patrick Lmdfuy, of the fmuly of Edzell, in this county, who was fettled

miniftey
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tains about 1800 people, but mow not half: fufficient for the
sccommodation of the greatly increafed number of parifhion
erst. The glebe, of about 6 acres, is one of the worft in
the county ; the manfe was built in 1663, has been feveral

times

pinifter of St. Vigeans in 1614, was depofed by the Affembly in 1638, and is
faid to have died at Newcaftle in 1644. It may be proper to mention, as per-
haps 2 fingular cafe, that 2 part of the ftipend, amounting to 36 bolls of viGual
of different kinds, out of an eftate in the parifh, is mentioned in the reddendo of
the proprietor’s charter from, the Crown, as payable by him to the migifter of
St. Vigeans: '

+ Patronage of the Parf/b.—'l"be patronage of the church belongs to the
Crown, and is one of 34 that were in the gift of the Abbacy of Arbroath, All
theie devolved to the Crown at the Reformation, and, it is faid, were afterward
gifted to the family of Dyfart, and were bought from that family in the lat cen-
tury by Patrick firft Earl of Panmuir, and forfeited to the Crown, along with
theleftate, in 1715, by James Earl of Panmuir; the eftate was fold by the Crown
in 1717, to the York-building Company,but the Crown retained the patronages.
In the times of Popery, public worthip was generally performed in the church
of St. Vigeans, by a Monk fent out from the Abbey, who was allowed the vi.
carage. tithes, which were then paid ip/a corpora, for his falary. The Abbots -
referved to themfelves the parfonage-tithes; and this cuftom, it is faid, prevailed
in all the churches belonging to the Abbacy. Tradition relates, that the laft
Monk who officiated here, was one of the name of Turubull; and in the year
3754, past of the floors of 2 rooms in the fteeplg, faid to be poffefled by him, re-
mained. He is faid to haye been frightened from his chambers by the devil
appearing to him in the fhape of a rat; and no Monk after him would be per-
fuaded to refide in the fteeple. Such was the ignorance that prevailed in thefe
times. But this foolith conduct of the Monk will not, perhaps, appear in fuch a
contemptible light, when the following more recent inftance of ignorance, cre-
dulity and {uperftition, is attended to. From the year 1699 to 1736, the.Sacra~
meat of the Lord’s Supper had never been difpenfed in this church. A tradi-
tion had long prevailed here, that the water-kelpy (what Mr. Hume, in his tra-
gedy of Douglas, calls * the angry fpirit of the water”) carried the ftones for
building the church ; that the foundation of it was fupported upon large bars of
jron ; and that under the fabric there was a lake of great depth. As the admi-
iftration of the facrament had been fo long delayed, the people had brought
themfelves to believe, that the firft time that ordinance fhould be difpenfed, the
ghurch would fink, and the whole people would be carried down and drowned

if
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gimes repaired, and is nowmuch decayed.~—The fchoolmafter’s
houfe is flated, confifts of 4 rooms and 2 clofets ; and there is
alfo a fchool-houfe of 38 feet long, lately built by contribu-
tion, The falary is 200 1. Scots, which, with the dues a-
xifing from his office of feflion-clerk, and from marriages, bap~
tifms, &c. makes his living worth 30 1. Sterling. He has al-
fo a fmall garden. The fcholars are generally about 5o or
60, fome of whom are boarded in the fchoolmafter’s houfe.
‘The fees for reading Englifh are 1 5., for reading and writing
z 8. 6 d., for arithmetic 2 5., and for Latin 2 5. 6d. the quar.
ter.

Population.~—According to Dr. Webfter’s report, the po-
pulation was 1592. Between the years 1770 and 1780, the
commencement of the increafed population of this parifh may
be dated. For fome years in that period, the increafe was
flow ; but fince the year 1780, it has been very rapid, general-
3y above 50 perfons in & year. This increafe has been chief.
1y, if not entirely owing to the flourithing ftate of manufac-
tures in the town of Arbroath. An eftate, lying in detached
parcels near that town, was fold very lately to feveral per-
fons, who immediately feued out ground to tradefmen, for
houfes and fmall gardens. A number of houfes have been al-

ready

in the lake. The belief of this had taken fuch hold of the people’s minds, that
an the day the facrament was adminiftered, fome hundreds of the parithioners
fat on an eminence about 100 yards from the church, expe@ing every momeat
the dreadful cataftrophe. They were happily difappointed ; and this {fpirit of
credulity * foon vanithed, like the bafelefs fabric of a vifion.” In the prefent times, °
it would prove a matter of great difficulty to make the people believe fuch ab-
furdities. Perhaps the local fituation of St. Vigeans, in the vicinity of the Ab-
bey, might have difpofed the people to imbibe fuch principles as are not eafily
rooted out. ‘This much, however, may be faid in'favour of credulity, that it
generally flows from an honeft heart, though, oa the other hand, it is fe]dom the
offspring of 8 well informed head.
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ready built; many are juft now building; and thefe are occu«
pied moftly by weavers. In fome few farms, the number of
people has decreafed, particularly in one, where the cottagers
"in 1954 were 18, and now there is only 1 family in that place.
In April 1793, the houfes i this parith were 730, and the
number of people of all ages is 3336 ; and in that number
there are 65 females more than males. In 1754, on the land
contifious to the town of Arbroath, there were but 13 famie.
lies, by an exa& lift taken by 3 elders, from houfe to houfe,
3 weeks ago, there are inthisparifh, around the town, no lefs
than 1369 perfons of all ages, 669 males and 700 females *,
In the parifh, there are 22 5 weavers, 40 wrights, 13 fmiths,
322 tailors, 77 mafons, 23 fhoemskers, 4 coopers, 3 dyers, g
thopkeepets, 16 public houfes, the moft part of thefe near
Arbroath, 12 gardeners, 13 flaxdreflers, 32 flaters, 2 bakers,
8 wheelwrights, 2 midwives, I tao-yard and 2 tanners. In
the above diftri& near Arbroath, there are 2 focieties, one of
which takes the name of the St. Vigeans Weaver Society, in-

frituted
& Baptifms. Marriages. Baptifms.
Males, Fem. Total.
1788 34 2§ 59 1788 33 1754 6o
31789 S0 35 85 1789 36 17155 47
31790 36 33 74 1790 24 1756 §3
1791 26 9. 63 179t 33 1757 40
3192 s§ 38 93 1797 33 1758 5o
376 159 250

The average number of baptifms for the laft 5 years, is 75; but it would
have been greater, if the parents had been more regular in giving in the names
of the children to the parifh-regifter. The baptifms for the year 1793, which
were 93, may be depended on as the exat number adminiftered by the Efta-
blithed minifter, as he baptized none during that period, which were not regif.
tered before baptifm. But there may have been about 4 or 5 more baptized
1aft year by minifters who are not of the Eftablilhment. The average number
of baptifms from 1754 to 1758, both inclufive, is 5o, There basncver beenany

{ ségifier of burials kept in this parith,
X
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flituted in 148y, and governed by a prefes and counfellors,
chofen annually. This fociety confifts at prefent of 8 mem-
bers, all weavers ; and they admit none but thofe who have
been regularly bred to the bufinefs. The prefes buys from
800 to 1000 bolls of meal yearly, and from 4co to 500 bolls’
of coals, all which is given out to the membersat 3 or4
months credit; this fociety affords 2 s. a-weak to their poor,
which is paid out of the general fund ; and when thefund
happens to be reduced to a certain fum, their poor are fup-
plied by a contribution amongthe members. The other is cal«
led the Townhead Society, is managed in much the fame man-
ner as the former, but admits members of all occupations,
and has no ftated allowance for their poor, but beftows as
their funds will allow. The chief defign of the eftablithment
of thefe focieties was for providing coals and meal for the fa~
milies concerned in them, which they are enabled to purchafe
" at a cheap rate, by laying in large quantities at proper feafons;
and they find ample credit, by the whole members being
bound for the payment. The members of both focieties fhow
particular attention to the moral chara&ter of the perfons they
admit. ' )

It is but doing juftice to the inhabitants of thefe newly e~
relted villages, to obferve, that they are generally fober, and
remarkably induftrious ; by which means the moft part of
them are enabled to live comfortably. By their refidence in
the vicigity of Arbroath, where manufa@ures are carried on
to & very great extent, they enjoy every advaatage for know-
ing the goodnefs and value of the materials they make ufe of,
the method by which they may be beft manufa&ured, the cha-
ratter of the merchants with whom they deal, and when to
embrace the fitteft opportunity for difpofing of their goods.

It is proper here to obferve, that the firft manufa@urer of
the cloths called Ofnaburghs, in this country, and perhaps in
Scotland,
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8cotland, was the late Mr. John Wallace, nierchant, and fome
time provoft of Arbroath, who begin that bufinefs about the
year 1740; and for many yedrs after that period, all that kind .
of cloth manufa@ured in this part of the country centered in
his fhop. But now that bufidefs has been extended through
almoft every town, village, and parith in the county, snd ié
mew carried.on to fuch an extent, that the very large fum of
mandy brought into this county by that breach of bufinefiy
cannot be eftimated without an infpe@ion of the cuftom-houfe
books: By information fent the writer of this, from the maf-
ter of the Ramp-office in Arbroath, tiken from his books, it
appears, that from Novernber 1791 to November 17932, there
were ftamped ,05 5,303 yards of Ofnaburgh and brown linea ;
and that one-fourth part of that quantity was maoufa@ured
in this parith. The valoe of the above cloth was 39,660 L
6. 10} d. Sterling.: The bounty paid by goverment is 1 d.
Sterling on' each yard of Ofnabnuirgh valaed 6 d. snd 1% d. od
tach yard above 6d. of price.

Rifi in the value of land.—The property of mdny eftates in
this parith has been frequently transferred fince the year 1754:
One eftate on the W, fide of the parith, of about 309 acres,
was fold about the above period for lefs than 6ool.; fome
years after that ‘it gave 1360 1. foon after 2300 L. ; afters
ward for agool. ; it is juft now Ia the market, and 6ogol.
ut leaft is expefted for it. Another eftate, on the W. fide,
but near Arbroath; confifting of 150 acres, was fold ia 1765,
for 2300 1. atid 3 years ago it gave s8col. Another eftate;
on the eaft fide, of 363-acres, was fold about 30 years ago for
$2060l,, foon after for 14001 ; about 3 years ago it g:avé,
4000 guineas. A farm of about 820 acres ga the W, fide of
the parifh, a part of which is moor, was feued about 20 years
égo, and divided by the proprietors into 2 firms ; the whole

Vou. XIL z  farm
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farm paid of rent in 1954, and for feveral years after; abowt
701 One of the farms was let fome years ago for above
2001, and the other for 1601. Another eftate, lying neas
Arbroath, in detached parts, was fold about 43 years ago for
17501, feveral years after for 47501., and two years ago for
8ooo 1. in fuhall parcels. Another eftate in the E. fide of the
parith, was fold in 1765 for 8s0l, and 32 years ago fox
2c0cl.

Crops, Ploughs, Farmers.—There are about 5o farmers in
the parith, who pay of yearly rent from al. to 200l. Of 35
heritors, the number in 2754, only 2 are alive; and there is
not one farmer slive in the parith, and now pofleffed of a farm,
who was a farmer im 1754. Scots ploughs, very neatly made,
and covered with yetling, are the only kind ufed in this pae
rifi. They are drawn by 8 horfes, and worked by one man,
The writer does not know of 2 plough drawn by oxen in the
parith. .In fuch variety of foil, difference of climate in the
E. and W. fides of the parith, degrees of knowledge and tafte
of the farmers, power of habi¢, &c. the rotation of cropping
mauft Be very different. It is thought that the 2 following
modes are the moft common here. 'When a farmer breaks up
Yey ground, which has not been formérly improved, about . 30
bolls of lime-fhells are laid upon the acre ; the fhells are deli-
vered with the barley mesfure, the firft erop oats, the fecond
barley, without any manure, the 3d crop oats, the 4th a green
cropy or, accordin g to the condition of the ground, barley with
grafs feeds, and lies under grafs generally 4 years. Oy, they

“break up ley generally at Lammas, lay on lime and dung for
wheat, 2d crop oats, 3d crop turmip, and 4th batley, with
grafs-feeds. There are raifed here from 50 to 6o bolls of 16
fiones Amfterdam weight of potatoes upon the acre, and of

this wfeful root, great quantitics are produced in the parifhh
A cone
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A confiderahle quantity of flax is alfo raifed here, genenally
the 2d crop after breaking up ley ground, 9 or 10 pecks of
Riga or Dutch lint-feed are fown on the acre, which produce -
from 2§ to 30 flones avoirdupoife weight of drefled flax; rent
of the acre abont 5§1. About 200 ftones of hay are raifed on
the acre. For thrething corns, the farmers allow their barne
men the 21ft boll, without any. vi&uals, or the asth, with z
meal a.day. There are now in the parith 4 or § thrething
machines ; but it will require fome time and experience, be«
fore it is known whether or not they will prove advantageous
to the farmers ; they feem to think that the working of them
is hurtful to their horfes. It is fuppofed that the parith does
mot now produce meal fufficient for the confumption of the
inhabitants ; but there are about 1500 bolls of wheat, and
between 2000 and 3000 bolls of barley fold yearly, the greate
exr pirt of which is fent to Leith aod Glafgow, Turnips are
naifed on almolt every farm; and fome black cattle are fed
" and fold to the butchers of Arbroath, from 20k to 14l.thy
head *.

Poor, dc.—There are genenally between 20 and 30 poor
perfons, who receive alms from the public fund of the parith,
which confifts of an aunuity paid out of an eftate in the parith
' Za ’ amouating

® Prices, ages, ©G¢c~Day labourers havq here fram x3. to Z's. 4 d., ma«
fons from 1s. 8 d. to 2 5. and tailorsfrom 6 d. to $d. a-day; thefe laft have theit
vi@aals alfo. Ditchers for the rood 6 yards long, 5 feet broad, and g deep, 1 s.
Dikers dor 36 fquare yards, the fones laid down to them, from gs. to 10 8
Ploughmen having viuals in the farmer’s houfe, from 7 L to g 1. and 10l
Ploughmen married, have a houfe from the farmer, the fame wages, with 6§
bolls of meal in the year, with a Scotch pint of milk a-day. Ia place of milk,
fome have a cow maintained by the farmer, and have 51. wages. Beef from
44 toq%d. the Dutch pound, and veal 4d., mutton 44 d. ; fowls 1 5., eggs 3d.
44d. 5d. and 6d. 2 Jozen. Wages are more than double, and prices geaenally
#3102, 1754
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smounting to 21 15s. 62d. Sterling, mortified by George
Chaplin, Efq. a native of this country, and fome time mer.
chant in Jamaica ; alfo of the intereft of 831. 65. 8d. Ster-
ling, at 4] per cent; alfo of the intereft of 17 1. Sterling, of
fome fest rents in the church, dues on mortcloths. procla.ma-
tions, colle&ions, and prefents, of which laft 15 1. Sterling hug
Been given at 3 different times, ‘within the [aft 3 years, by an
opulent farmer in the parith. The whole fam arifing snoually
from the aboye articles, will amount to between 6¢ L. and 701,
&erhng, all which is generally diftributed to the poor with+
in the year ; and they receive their thares on the laft Sabbath
¢f every month, from 2 s. to 4 s according to their ﬁtuulons
ond neceffitics, The heritors contribute notbmg to their fups

port®.

*Curiofitiss, Antiquities, t9¢.—On the top of a mount of
much the fame height with that on which the church is fitu.
aud.. apd about r8o yards dlre&ly eaft, there is heard a very:
remarkable echo, proceeding from the E. end of the church.
It repeats very dﬂi;n&ly‘G? and in a calm evening § (yllables,
: g or

® When the poor are entered upon the roll, they are fuppofed to have gi
up their effects, in the event of their death, to the poor’s fund ; but thefe fel-
dom fall to'the feffion, as there are generally claims offered by relltlons for at-
tendance, occaﬁonal fupply, and the expenfe of burial. There are very fcw
begging poor in the panth. a

In the parith there are about 20 perfons of the Church of England, 70 of the
$coteh Epifcopal church, 30 Independcnts, 35 Methodifts, 40 Seceders, 10 Bere~
dhs. The Eftablithed Church is generally well attended, ahd the parifhioners
contribute liberally for the Tupport of the poor, to the amount of between 10
and 13 s. every Sabbath during the fummer. The difference that prevailshere,
and in Arbroath, in religious opinions, appears to have no difagrecable influence
6n the minds and manners of the people.  However much they may differ in
their fentiments, they affociate together, tranfadt bufinefs, and meet in a focial
snd convivial manner, without gn inflance almoft of any m_;ury or perfonal a-
bufc of one another.
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ot a line of our pfalms in metre, and does not begin to rever.
besate till the voice of the {peaker has ceafed. When-the
fpeaker moves a few yarde from his firft fation, 2 echoes ave
heard, and, proceeding a litjle farther, in the fame dire&ion,
8 cchoes are repeated. The form of the graund from the
church to the fiation of the fpeaker is hollow, and ncarly
in the fhape of a femicircle.—About 3 miles wellward
from the church, ase feen the veltiges of Cafllegary, of
Caﬂlcgugory, whete it is feid that Gregory, king af Scote
land, refided ; and the names of feveral places in the neighe
bourhood feemto fhow, that it had been ence a royal refidence,
fuch as Grange of Cooon, or Koning, Miltown of Conon, and
Park Conon. A proprietor in the parifh has informed the
writer of this, that his houfe was built of the flones of this
caftle in the 16th century. Several ftone coffins have been
lately dog up in the parith, above § feet long, and 3 broad,
snd fome carthen jars with athes in them. A deer’s hornsy
in high prefervation, were found a few years ago in & mofyy
fome feet below the furface, with mofs above and masl be-
Jow. ' .
There is 2 bill called Dick, or Dickmount-law, which is
faid, in one of the ftatiftical accounts, to fignify a rampart of
proteion or peace, Itis ebout a mile E. of the church, and
feems to have been very much adapted to both the sbove
meationed purpofes. Op the top of this hill there is a large
¢airn, now covered with grafs, and hollow in the middle,
where the baron held his courts. From it there is one of the
moft extenfive profpe@s in’ this country. There is a view of
the Grampian hills, for more than 3o miles, the coatt of Fife
for about 18 miles, the Ifle of May, the Lowmonds of Fife,
Largo-law, and the German Ocean for above 50 miles.

., Fer many years after 1754, agues were fo common in this

paridh, that the incumbent. has often feen, in the months of
. ' March,,
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March, April and May, and fometimes in autumn, from 1§
to 25 perfons in that diftemper. He does not rememberto
have feen a fingle perfon in the ague for 20years paft. There
never feems to have been what could be called a lake in the
parifh ; but as a great part of the ground lies on a clay bots
tom, and formerly muft have been very wet, it is thought
that this muft have contributed to the prevalence of this dif-
temper. The climate muft, no doubt, now have become
mruch more healthy by the great number of ditches lately
made kere. :
There are feveral caves in the rocks, along the W. between
Arbroath and Auchmithy, one of which can be entered only
at low water; When feals aboanded on this coatt, it was cuf-
tomary to let people down to this cave with 2 rope round
their body, to the depth of 40 feet, with ropes of firaw rol«
led round their legs, and bludgeons in their hiands, in order
to kill feals. There js another, calledthe Maiden Caftle cave,
the eatry to which is about 10 feet above high water-mark.
The mafon-lodge of Arbroath built a gate to it, and gave it a
door many years ago. They walked in proceffion every year
on St. John’s day from Arbroath to this cave, where they ad«
mitted new members. It is about 231 feet long, and from 12
to 24 fect broad. At the farther end there is a fpring of fing
water, but exceedingly cold, Above the cave are the veftie
ges of & fort, about 100 feet above the level of the fea, and
on the land fide the remains of the foffe and rampart are fill
vifible. There is another cave, which appears as if it had
been cut out of the face of the rock, the entry to which is ae
bout 40 feet above the fea. It is about 13 feet long, 10 broad,
and 8 high. The accefs to it is difficult and dangerous *.
Mifcellancons
* # About a quarter of a mile weftward from Auchmithy, there is a curious
phenomenon called the gayler, or gaylet-pot. It lies in an arable Seld, and ig
\ diftang
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Mifcellancons Obfervations.—~Upon the fide of the fmall
river Brothock, and near the church, a brewery was ere@ed:
in 1787, and in the fame place a diftillery in 1799, both bee
longing to one perfon. The fill is 40 gallons, and pays g0l.
a-year to the Excife. The diftillery confumed 500 bolls of
barley in 1793, when there were 2 (40 gallon) fills; and the

brewery,

diftant 100 yards from the front of the rocks that hang over the fea. The pot
is of the thape of an inverted urn, 50 yards in diameter, but towards the wefe
it lofes a part of its circular form, and the gronid afcends in a gentler flop than
the other parts of the circle, for 54 yards, till it terminates in an angular point,
at the place where it reaches the level of the adjacent field. The entry to it
from the fea is x30 feet below the top of the rock, and the depth of the pot is
X130 feet, below the level of the ground round the edges of it. The opening
from the feais grand and awful, being about 70 feet high and 40 broad. The
water from the fea runs into the pot by a fubterraneous paffage, which gradu«
ally contras till it enters the bottom of the pot, where it does not exceed 10
or 13 feet in breadth and height. When the fea is rough, the wind eafterly,
and high water, the boifterous element burfts in at the mouth of the pot, with
amaszing impetuofity, and roars, and boils, and froths, till the waves of the fea
fall back, and allow it to retreat, which it does with great violence, and a loud
noife, which, on account of the depth of the cavity, is not heard at any great
diftance. : )

About half way between this place and Auchmithy, there is & large excava-
tion in the rocks, in the form of a femicircle, and about 160 feet wide in the
front towards the fea. It has a large pillar of rock in the middle of the en-
trance, almoft in a line with the rocks on each fide. The extent is fo large,
that a fithing boat with four oars can fail round the pillar, without being in
danger of ftriking on the rock. There was a chapel dedicated to St. Ninians,
fituated about 2 miles from the church on the fea-fide, near the place where the
coaft begins to rife, between Arbroath and Auchmithy. No veftige of the cha-
pel sow sppears, but a part of the burying ground remains, through the middle,
of which a road has been lately cut, and the ends of feveral coffins of ftone are
vifible. St. Ninians well, near the church-yard, was in former times of great
repute for the cure of feveral difeafes, but now totally neglected. One of the
aanual fairs of Arbroath was dedicated to this faint; it fhould be held on the
firft Wednelday after Trinity Sunday, but it is fome time ago fized the third
Wednelday of June. »
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brewery, about 870 bolls the fame year. The brewery pays
between 300l. and 4o0l. a-year of excife duty.—~There is
nothing uscommon or remarkable in the ftature, form, or aps
pearance, or inhabitants of the parith. They are generally
from § feet 6 inches, to § feet g inches high; their fhape and
fize feem to indicate health and ftrength, and in fal, they
poffefs a confiderable fhare of both. There are few 6 feet
high. Several young perfons betake themfelves to a feafar-
ing life, and a few to the army. - There are fome people in
the parifh from 49 to 84 years of age, and 2 gentlemen died
fome years ago, each in his 86th year. One Alexander Burns
died fome time fince in the g6th year of his age. On almoft all
the large farms in the parifh, both young men and married
cottagers are employed us fervants. The farmers generally
drefs in a plain manner ; the common colour of their clothe$
is blue; and many of them ftill wear the Scotch broad bon-
net. The drefs of a number of the men fervants is a little
fhowy, and rather fuperior to that of the females of the
fame rank. Many of the farmers are now accommodated
with good houfes, built of ftone, and flated, and generally of
the fize of ordinary manfes *.

In the W. fide of the parith, the farmers fow earliér than
thofe in the E., yet the corns are generally earlier cut down

m

® Their mode of living is confiderably altered finte the ycar 1754, and yet
#w of them live up to what they could afford. Their atténtion to their bufi-
nefs, ard their finances, prevents them from going to any excefs in their fimily
experfes. In 1734, there were not 3 farmers in the parifh who had half a dbzen
knives and forks in their houfes, now thefe implements sbound in almhof all
their houfes. Few of them at that time drank tea, it is now common among
people of inferior ftation. There were not then 6 watches among the farmers
now maty of the men fervants have them, and thtre are above foo watches
and sbout 5o clocks in the parith. In £y54, it was common for the farmer and
his wife to eat at the fame table with the fervants ; now they eat in a fepirate
Teom.

2
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in the E. thun in the W. fide.—The oldeft records belonging
o sha.chureh-feflion, commence in 1665; when Mr. Strachan
was. ewdsioed minifier here, by a mandate from the Arch-
bithep of St. Andrew’s, and they are centinned down to the
yowr-3694. From that date, to the year 2727, there are no
rocords extamt. Since thet time they have been regularly
kept.—There are feveral quarries in the parith of a reddith
eourfe granite, but fearcely eny ftones found in the fields that
can be ufed in building. In confequence of an a& of parlia-
ment 3989, 3 turnpike rouds are making here, and toll-bars
have -been erefled about 3 years ago. The one from Ar-
breath to Forfar, paffes thiough a purt of the parith on the
W, fide, for about 3 miles; The other.from Arbrosth to
Montrofe, on the E. fids, for 3 miles. "The a& alfo enjoins
a commuéation of the Ratate-labour at the rate of 24s. Ster-
Ying for éach 1001. Scots of valued rent ih the county, and
the fam atifing from the sbove affeflment, is appointed to be
Jaid out an private roads within each refpe@ive parifh.. The
fum eolle@ed out of this parith for the sbove purpofe, 2~
mounts to between gol. and 100}, Sterling.—The writer of
this has been told, that in the year 1750, there were’Bue 2
box carts, or, what is here called coup-carts, in- the parifh,

but at prefent there is no other kind made ufe of here.”YHb
only eminent man that has appeared in this panﬂ: durmg
this and = part of the laft century, was Sir James Wood of
Bonnington, Colonel of the Scotch Fufileers, in the reign of
Queen Anne. He ferved in Flanders under the Duke of
Marlborough, and acquired confiderable reputation in his pro-
fefion. Letham, once his feat, is half a mile diftant from the
church.

Mdduantages, &c.—The advantages which the people of
this parjth enjoy, are many ; and the difadvamtages few or
Vo, XII, Aa mone;




186 Statiftical Account.

none, but fuch as are in their own power to remedy. A
healthy climate, and, in general, a fruitful foil ; no epidemi.
cal diftempers prevalent among them. Coals from Arxbrosth,
the common fuel, 70 ftones Dutch weight, at 6s. and 6s. Gd.;
but laft winter at 8s. 6d., whea they were fcarcer and desrer
than ever known. Every perfon who choofes to work, finds
immediate encouragement, good wages, and ready peymeat
for his labour. Every perfon who has any of the neceflhries
of life to difpofe of, finds a ready market. The farmers ep-
joy, in moderation, many of the conveniencies of life, and
their married fervants, when they behave honeftly and dif-
creetly, find prote&tion and fupport from their mafters. Many
of the tradefmen, particularly the weavers, ar¢ in comforts
able circumftances ; they appear to know their intereft, and
to attend to it carefully. And people of all raaks feem to
aim at what is ufeful and fubflantial, rather than what is
fhowy or fuperfluous. Was the writer of this to exprefs
what he believes to be the general fenfe of the people in this
parith, with refpe&t to their fituation and circumftances as
members of fociety, it might be comprehended in the follow-
ing words : “ May the bleflings of providence ws gt prefeat
enjoy, be continued to us ; may the prefent Britith conftitu.
tion remain unfhaken, and may agriculture, manufalures,
and trade flourifh. What remains to complete our temporal
profperity, depends on our own adivity, diligenge, and ine
duftry, We want no more, we with no Jefs.”

NUM-
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NUMBER XVIL

PARISH or KIRRIEMUIR.

(Comn't or Forrar, StNop or ANGUs AND MEARNS, PrEs-
BYTERY OF Forrar.)

By the Rev. Mr. THoMAS OGILVY.

Narie, Extent, Surface, and Soil.

KIRRIE MUIR, commonly pronounced Kellamuir, is &
Gaelic word, and figrifies Mary Kirk. The form of
the parifh is irregular. Its greateft length from S. E. to N.
W., is 7 or 8 miles, its leaft 4. The greateft breadth from
S. W. to N, E,, is about 7 miles; the leaft 6. The northern
part, called Glenprofen, from the river Profen which runs
the whole length of it, is bounded on the S. by Kingoldrum;
on the E. and N. by a ridge of mountains which feparates it
from Cortachy and Clova ; and on the W. by another ridge
of mountains which feparates it from Glenifla and Lintrathen.
This glen is about 12 miles long; and, with the tra& of
comitry‘ which lies along the burn of Lednathie, Glenuig,
Glenlogie, and fome fmaller glens which are comprehended
Aaa under
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under the general name Glenprofen, may contain 24 or 3o
fquare miles. The face of the country is various. For about
a mile to the N. of the parithes of Glammis and Forfar, it
is almoft flat. Then it rifes gently about 2 miles more, form«
ing almoft one continued floping bank, till within a few hun-
dred yards of the town, which ftands nearly in the ocentre of
the fouthern part of the parith, and is feparated by a narrow
valley or den, about 100 feet deep, from the above bank.
To the E. and W. of the town, it is almoft level. The refk
of the parith is beautifully diverfified with. hills, and dales,
rivers, woods, and plains. The hills, however, thofe in
Glenprofen excepted, are of no great elevation, and are either
enltivated, or planted, or afford tolerable pafture. Glen-
profen is altogether hilly and mountainous. A few of the
hills are covered with grafs, except on their fummits ; and &
few of them are rocky; but they are, in general, covered
with heath, interfperfed, however, with innumerable patches
of grafs, probably produced by the many rills which tumble
down their fides. Some of thefe hills are interfelted by rie
vulets which have their fource in the glens formerly men
tioned ; and in the glens are feveral hundred acres of figt
mofly ground, partly covered with bent and rough gnifs,
which afford good pafture fer young cattle during the fum
mer months, as the hills do for fheep. In Glenprolea, the
foil is partly thin and. light, partly mofly, and, in genersal,
wet. In the fouthern part of the parifh, are all kinds of
foil; but a black mould, on a bottom of mortar, predominates.
This, when dry, produces heavy crops of all kinds of grain;
but being in many places wet and fpongy, the harveft is often.
late, and the grain of - rather an inferior quality.

Rivers, and Woods.—The river Efk, which has it‘fm
in Clova, forms the N. E. boundary, of this parith for sboun
. . 32 miles.
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_g-miles. The Profen takes its rife in the N. W. extremity
of it; runs the whole length of the glen to ‘which it gives
name; afterward feparates the parifhes of Cortachy and King.
eldrum for about 2 miles ; then Kirriemuir and Cortachy for
about 2 miles more ; and falls into the Efk near Invesrvarity.
The Carity has its fource in the parifh of Liutrathen ; tra.
verfes that and the parith of Kingoldram ; and, after a me.
sndering courfe of asbout 4 miles i this parith, is loft in the
Efk at Invercarity, to which it gives name. Thefe tivers
fwarm with fmall trout, which afford excellent fport for the
angler ; and, in the fommer months, a great aumber of feas

~ trout refort to the Efk and Profen. This trout is red, of an
excellent flavour, and by many people preferred to falmon.

Some years ago, falmon were likewife plenty in the Efk;
but now, owing to the dam-dikes towards the mouth of the

river, their numbers here are inconfiderable. The Gairie
has it fource about 2 miles to the W. of the town in the

meadow, formerly the Lake of Kinnordy. After pafling the
meadow, it glides along a chanael cut for it out of folid rock,
till within 300 or 400 yards of the town. Then, changing its
conrfe to the S. E., it defcends into & marrow valley ; and,
in ite fall, turns a corn and malt mill, a flax, and 2 falling
mills. Dire&ting again its courfe to the E., it meanders a-
long the des, which is of a ferpentine form, about 200 yards
to the S. of the town, and Go feet below the level of the
loweft part of it. At the caftern extremity of the den, which
is about a mile long, it takes a fouthern diretion, and after
beautifying and enriching the parks of Logie, again turns to

- the S. E., and, after a courfe of about 10 miles, which, in o
dire& line, would not exceed §, falls into the Dean a little to
the E. of Glammis Caftle. Before the Lake of Kinnordy
was drained, in 1740, this was a confiderable ftream; bue

“now, in a dry fummer, it is fcarcely fufficient to turn a mill,

1 This
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- ‘This parifh, to the E. of the town, was once a continued
foreft, called Platane. At prefent there are no woods of great
extent; though a confiderable quantity both of hard and foft
timber, of all kinds and ages, is interfperfed up and down
the parifh, efpecially on the eftate of Kinnordy, the proprie-
tor of which is giving his feat every embellilhment which
wood can beftow, as well as ornamenting the couatry, by
planting every piece of wafte ground on his eftate. Mr.
Ogilvy of Clovs, has likewife planted, within thefe few
years, 300 acres of Scotch and Larix firs, befides hard wood ;
and continues to plant a certain number of acres every year.
There is, befides, in Glenprofen, a confiderable quantity of
natural wood, moftly birch; and, were it not for the fheep,
it would foon become a foreft, as the upper part of it, which
is ftill called the Foreft of Glenprofen, has evideatly been.

Climate, &c.—The climate varies confiderably. The lower
part of the parith is far more mild and temperate than Glen-
profen, except in the middle of fummer, when, owing to the
reflexion of the fun’s beams from the hills, the latter is per-
haps warmer than the former. And, about the boundaries
of the parifhes of Glammis and Forfar, the air is milder
than about the town, and to the northward of it. Scrofula
and confumptions are the moft common diforders; and we
are fometimes, though rarely, vifited with putrid fevers.
The air is clear and falubrious; the people rather above the
common fize, well made, ftrong, alive, and healthy. The
ague, which is common in the lower parts of Strathmore, is
unknown here ; and, often, whilft Forfar, Glammis, and
Meigle, are enclofed in mift, there is nome at Kirriemuir.
There are no inftances of 2 remarkable longevity ; but many
arrive at 80; and 2 or 3 died lately who were above go.

Cultivation,
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Cwltivation, &c~Part of this parith iwas enclofed many
years ago, and is in a ftate of high cultivation; and, in every
part of it, improvements sre carrythg on. Such, at prefent,
feems to be the {pirit for improvements in agriculture, both
among the proprietors and tenants, that if they goon for a
few years longer, as they have done for 1§ years paft, there
will be little wafte ground in the parith. What is wet, they
are drainiog; what is uncultivated and arsble, they are bring-
ing inte tillage ; what is not arable, they are planting. Much
bas:been done in all thefe ways; and a great deal fill re-
mains to be done. And here the mesrs of imiprovement are
to be had in great abundance. The Lake of Kinnordy, which
is completely drained, and the meadows of Logie, which are
pot drained, contain an inexhauftible fupply of fine marl.
Nor is encouragement wanting to engage the tenants to ufe-it¢
For the proprietor of Kjnnordy fells ‘it confiderably chesper
than any other matl in the county ; though, in quality, it is,
by many, reckoned inferior to none. Accordingly, it is car-
ried not lefs than 14 miles. The town likewife affords s
great deal of manure, which, within thefe 3 years, has rifen
from 8d: and gd. the cart Joad, to 16d. and £8d. This is
a clear proof of the fpirit for improyement ;. and, as another,
it may not be improper to mention, that & {mall eftate abont
2 miles to the N. of the town, fold lat year at 60 years pur-
shafe, though one half of it is under leafe: for a life, and the
other for g or 10 years. Few, if any, leales are now let, in
which the tenant is not bound to a regular rotatién of crop-
ping ; and thofe who have old leafes, and are not bound, be.
gio to find it their intereft to follow one. The rotations moft
common are, Ift, oats or flax, after ley; 2d, turnip or pota-
toes; 3d, oats; 4th, barley with grafs-feeds ; sth, hay; 6th,
nth, and 8th, pafture ; then oats or flax, &c. as before. In.
fiead of 3 years, fome pafture 5; and, in place of making

hay
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Ray the firft year of the grafs, fome.are beginning to pafture
that yoer, . 2nd to cut for hay thé fecond. This, they think,
gives them hay of a fuper®r quality, and rye-grafs feed in the
greateft perfe®ion. A few never make any hay for fale; but
pafture all the years. Inftead of taking only 1 crop of corn
after the ley, fome take 3. The whole dung of the farm is
laid on with the turnip or potatoes ; and when it is not fuf-
ficient for all the ground allotted for green crop, they fallow,
and fometimes dung and fow wheat in- O&tober. "At pre-
fent, however, wheat is not a commeon orop here; the far.
mers finding that barley is, in general, more profitable, ef-
pecially whea the value of the turnip is confidered. Ane-
ther rotation much approved of, whea duag can be command.
ed, is, I1ft, oats'after ley ; 2d, ternip or potatoes ; 3d, bar-
ley with graG-feods ; 4th, hay, or the grafs cut green; sth,
pafture’; 6th, oats, or flax, &oc. as befors. Here likewife the
dung is laid on with the turnip, &c, which are always horfe~
hoed. Another mode of culture pre&ifed here, deferves to
be mentioned. Mr. Kinloch of Kilrie, haviag the command
of the river Gaide, begins, in the month of November, to
flood his enclofares at Logie, and centinues to do fo at inter~
wals, till the middle of Apri). Thefe eoclofures have been in
grafs fince the year 1770 ; and, in eonfequence of the above
praflice, are now the earlieft aud beft grafs fields in the coun-
ty; eud there is not, perbaps in Scotland, any fupesior te
them. Before the abave period, they let at frem 1@s. to 12,
an scre. Laft feafon, 1793, frem 3k to 41, 10 s. Sterling the

scret.
Neither oats nor barley are raifed in fufcient quantities ta
fupply the confumption of the parifh ; but bluck cattle, lean
and

+ Small’s ploagh, with » metal gmould-oard, is getting into general ufe; and
few farmers are without a roller.
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and fatted ; fheep for the butcher, poultry, butter, cheefe, ho-

ney, wool, and tallow, to a confiderable amount, are annually

exported. The farmers have lately turned their attention to.
the breeding of horfes. By cenfequence the breed has been:
much improved, and a large fum of money faved the parifh,

which ufed to be fent out of it for that ufeful animal. The,
moft intetligent of the breeders of fheep have likewife chan-

ged their {yftem ; and, inftead of buying the greateft part of

their ftock, when a year old, at the Linton market, as was the

pradtice fome years ago, they are begun to rear nearly as many

lambs as ferve them. The fheep reared here are altogether.
white. “They are not fo heavy as the Linton {heep: but their..
wool is finer, and their mutton of a higber flavour. .

Town, Manufaltures, &c.—Kirriemuir, a burgh of barony,:.
is of confiderable antiquity; but the date of its ere&icn is
heré unknown *.

Situated near the foot of the braes of Angus, in a fertile,
extenfive, and populous diftri&,  Kirriemuir -is the mart to
which the inhabitants of the neighbouring.parifhes chiefly re-
fort. . Hence no town in the county has a better weekly mar-
ket ; in none of its fize i3 more trade carried on. Nine car-
riers go regularly .to Dundee twice, and often thrice a-week,.

Voz. XII. Bb : leaded:

® It is, however, certain, that the jurildiGtion of its bailie wasvery great;.
and, it is faid, extended even over the hill of Dundee. It ftands in a very healthy .
and pleafant fitnation, partly on a flat, and partly on an inclined plane, on the
S. W. fide of a hill of the fame name, along the northern brow of a beautiful
dé&n, through which runs the fmall river Gairie. Inform, i very much refem-
bles an anchor; that part of it which lies along the den in the level fituation,"
forming the arms ; and that which ftands on an inclined plane, the fhank of the
anchér. ‘The profpe@ of the lower part of the town is bounded by the fouthern*
biow of the den; but from the higher part is feen almoft- the whole of Strath~-
more.
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loaded with the produce, or manafattures of the diftri&, and
bring from thence flax, fugar, tea, porter, rum, and all kinds
of merchant goods; and two come twice a-week from Mon-
trofe. And it is to be obferved, that. thefe carriers feldom
bring coals. The town is fupplied with that article by Dun= -
dee carriers, or the farmers in the neighbourhood®*. Two
annual fairs are held here, in July dnd O&ober, for fheep,
horfes, and black cattle; and for flax, wool, labouring uten-
fils, and houfehold neceflaries. It contasins 492 houfes;. 47¢
families, 10 brewers, who are likewife innkeepers, 12 retail-
ers of foreign fpirits, 3 of wine, about 20 of ale and whifky,
2% merchants, 228 weavers, and 1 584 fouls.

Two tan-yards have been eftablithed here for fome time,
and a third is ere@ing. A diftillery was begun fome months
ago, in a fituvation than which none could be better adapted for
the purpofe; and in building the houfes neceffary for it, tha
proprietor had in view the eftablithment of a brewery at the
fame place, fhould a proper perfon be found to undertake it.
About 1200 pair of fhoes are made annually for exportation;
and the manufa&ure of coarfe linen is carried on to a very
great extent. Ofnaburgh, ferim, and birdy, to the amount of
about 38,000 1. Sterling, were manufa@ured from September
1791 to September 1793. This is more than was ever be-
fore manufa&ured in one year, and muft have been owing.to
the flourithing ftate of the trade, which was never better than
it is at prefeat, December 1792 1.

Population.

® Itis 16 miles from Dundee, 20 from Arbroath, 15 from Brechin, § 3-4ths.

from Forfar, and § from Glammis.
~ t A journcyman weaver can, with eafe, gain 16d. a-day, and & woman 8d.
at fpinning. And to fuch perfe@ion have fome of the people here arrived in
this bufinefs, that many women, when they exert themfelves, !can gain 12d. apd
even15d. a-day; and & weaver lately wrought, on a wager, in 18 hours and
20 minutes,.
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?&Mb&.—kcoﬁnﬁ to Dr. Webfter’s report, the hum-
bet of fouls thew, was 3499. At prefent they amount to be
tween 4000 and 5000, Males botu iu 1793, 68, females 70,
marriages 43.

Ecelefiaftical State, Stipend, Schiols; Poor; 8c—It appears
that (here were once 4 religious houfes in the parifli, befides
the one prefently ufed ds & parith church, dnd the chapel in
Glenprofen, where the minifter fill officidtes 2 or 3 times a~
gear . : :

Bba Aa
%o minutes, a ‘web of birdf, confifting of 91 yards; fbr working which 8s. was
then paid. This bas greatly raifed the price of all kinds of labour. In 1486,
the wages of a labouring man fervant were from § I to 71 ; of a woman from
$L 105 to 3L; of a afon from 15d. to 28d. aday; of a joiner ffom 12d: to
15d. At prefent, 1791, they axe as follows : of & man fervant, from 7L to xou
of a woman, from 3L to4L 45 ; of & mafon, from 20d. to 24d. a-day; of a
joiner, from 15d. to 18d. All kinds of previfions have likewife rifen i pro-
portion ; if we abfira@ from the quality, which has been much improved fince
the above period. Beef, mutton, sind lamb, fell at from 3d. to 4§ d. thé pound ;
veal at 2§ d. to 4d.; honey at 6d. to i2d. the pound, Dutch weight ; fowls at
9d.to 14d.; eggsat 3d. to 4d adozen; butter at 9d. to 11d. the pound of
27 0%. ; cheefe at 63. to 8s. the ftane, of 27 Englith pounds. The price of vic-
tual is very much regulated by the markét at Dundee Catmeal and barley
are, at a midium, about 148 the boll.

® Oove at 2 place calied Chipeltown, about 3 miles to the N. of the town;
one at Killhill, about 3 miles to the E. of it; one near Balinthoe ; and one in
Kirriethuir. It is probable that the one near Balinfhoe was built by the pro-
prittor, for the ufe of his own family ; as the fite of it is fill enclofed with &
good wall, and ufed us the burying place of the Fletthers of Balinthce. Whe-
fher the others belonged to private familids, or the parith in general, and when
any of theth were ufed as places of public worthip, is uncertain. But the pro-
prietor of the fite of the one in Kirriemuir is, to this day, called Sainty, and not
thirled to 2 mill in the neighbourhood, which is the cafe with every othet pro:
prietor in the town ; and a piece of ground adioiring, #ow ufed s a garden; is
in old writs called the Kirk-yard.
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An elegant church was bnilt here in ¥787, to which Ghatled
Lyell, Efq. of Kinnordy,. the principal heritor and fuperior’
of the town, added a handfome. fpire, which is feen through
the whole of Strathmore. The manfe was built in 1774 ;
but fo ill executed, that it was found neceffary to repair it
in 1787. It is now a fubftantial agpd commodieus houfe.
The ftipend is 113 bolls of vi@ual, } meal, and * beary, and
470 1. Scotch, including sol. for communion elements,, and
201, for grafs-money, with a glebe of 4 acres. Lord Dou-
glas is patron.—The {choolmafter’s falary is 200 merks, with
a commodious houfe and a fmall garden, befides 11. 12s.
Sterling, mortified to him, many years ago, by a Mr. Ogilvy
a clergyman in Londom, for teaching 4 boys. of his. awn
name *,

The number of fcholars varies from 6o to 100. There-are
2 private {chools in the town, at one of which the numbers
dre much the fame as at the parochial fchool. At the other,
are taught from 20 to 40 fcholars. In the country part. of
the parifh; there are 4 fchools, at which from 100 to.x59
children are taught to read Englith. ‘

The. numher of poor families which conftantly receive alms,

is

# Mr. Hendry. of the parith of Kenfingtow, London, a native of this parifh,
by his will; bequeathed to the minifter and elders 14001, Sterling, in truft, the
intereft of raocl to-be laid-out in educating,’and - furnithing with books, pen¢,.
ink, and paper, 13 boys, or, as many more as it will educate ;. and the intereft
_ of the remaining .200l. to be paid to the fchoolmatter for keeping the account:.

Some difficulties arefe about fome parts of Mr. Hendry’s property, and-the ex-
clufion of the-truft in.his wiil; (o that his esecutors did not think themfelves
{afe to pay the muney without an amicable fuit in Chancery. This was begun
in 1784; and in 1786, the Chancellor found the money due, with 14 years in-
tereft ; but, inltead of ordering it to be paid,. he dire&ted it to be laid out in
the fund:, and a plan to be given in how it was to be expended. This was done,
foon aiter ; but the legacy Las not yet been paid. It is, however, expected that
payn.et will be ordered in the courle of et term.
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is ut prefent 19. -The only fund for their fuppert arifes foom.
the intereft of a fmall {um faved by the feflion in former
years, to as{wer any emergence, colle®ions in the, chusch,.
dues for lending mortcloths, fines from delinqueats, and the
fale of the effe@ts of penfioners after their death, Thefe, for
the year 1793, ataounted to 99l. 9s. 8{d. The diftribu-
tions to the above penfioness, and fome other occafional cha-
rities, with 4l. 6s. paid to the feflion-dlerk and beadle, a-
mounted to-861. 16s. 2d.; fo that in 1792, there was a {av-
ing of 121, 18s. 64d., although the allowance to each pen-
fioner was never more liberal, being from 3s. to 7s. a-month,
befides the rent of their houfe, and from §s. to.10s. to affilk
them in buying fuel ®..

Mifcellaneons Obfervations.—A little to the W. of the town
is a globular hillock, and contiguous to it, a circular pond
cvidently excavated to form the hillock. Ina difpofition to
the eftate of Kinnordy by one of the Douglas family, this
hilock, which is called the Court Hillock, and 2 road to it,
is referved. The pond is commonly called the Witch Pool,
and was lately converted into a refervoir for the mills on the
Gairie ; a much better ufe than, if we may judge from the

' name,

# In 1563, the colle@ions made in the church were, each Sunday, at a me-
dium, including what was collected at.the difpenfation of the Lord's Supper
© g% 9%d. In 1773, the church was vacant; but in 2770, they were I4s. 2d.;
and in 1390, 1l 8s. Tod.: A clear proof this of the growing opulence of the
parith, as well as of their charitable difpofition. But in order to have the a-
meuynt of their charity, we muft‘add a. confiderable fum given ta be dittributed
among poor families, not penfioners, by two of the heritors who are Epifcopa-
lians, and, therefore, feldom or never attend the church; and a very large fum
given by the people to frelling beggars, moft of whom, inftead of being ob-
je@s of charity, are very fit obje@s for a houfe of correction.. Such, however,
is the difpofition of the people, that their purfe is open to every vagabond who
" can tell a planfible tale of woe ; and as much fquandered in this way, as would
make all-the poor in the parifh live comfortably.
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. mame, the fuperfition of our anceftors led them to apply e

At Invetcarity theré iy a Gothic bmldmg of cut flene in
good repair. When it was erelted, is uncertiin ; bit it maft
have been before the 15th century. It confifts of f Rories;
and each florey, except the uppétmoft; which is divided into
3, of only one apartment. The walls agp about g feet thick,
projed confiderably near the top, and terminate in a parapet
not more than a foot thick. Between the parapet and roof;
there is a fpace for 3 or § men to walk abrealt, and imme:
diately above the gate 3 fquaré spertures; through the pro-
jeftion of the wall, fo placed, that u ftone dropped through
them muft fall upon a perfon flanding at the gate. To the
E. of the gate which fronts the S., arc fome veftiges of &
wing, demolithed, it is faid, by the Earl of Crawford, in
1445, in fome family feud between the Lindfays snd Ogilvies;
one of whom was then proptietor of Invercarity *: _

N UM:

© This towh Was in great diftrefs in 1984, not fo mich from i fearcity of vic-
tual, for fome of the farmers never had a better crop, as from a refolution en-
tered into by the people not to give above a certain price. Confequengy the
farmers carried their vitual to the beft market ; and this place was threatened
with a famine. To prevent this in future, a fociety was eftablithed in 1785;
called the Weaver Society. Each member, at bis admiffion, pays a certain

. fam, and fo much a quarter afterward ; and, in cafe of ficknefs, ot inability to

‘wotk, he is entitled to a certdin allowance a-week; and in the event of his
baving a widow; the receives a fnidll annuity. The funds, which' are notr con-
fiderable, are employed in purchafing meal, which is fold to the members at
prime coft, and to others, at a trifling profit. This fociety has been of great
ufe to the parifh, Another, on much the fame plan, called the Society of Shoe-

makers, was cftablithed fome months ago. There are 3 moffes in the patith -

and feveral others on the boundaries of it. From thefe, the common people
are fupplied with fael; but the moffes being much exhaufted; it is now pro-
cured with diﬁ:nlty; and after a wet feafon, the poor are almoft ftarved:
‘This is the chief difadvantage under which the parith labours; and is likely to’
be, in fomé meafure, remedied by the great quantity of thriving timber lately
planted here, and in the neighbourhood ; md by the ternpike ro#d making- ﬁ’

Dundee, the nearcft fea port.
n
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- NUMBER XVIL

»

PARISH or KEMNAY,

-

(Cowxty AMD Stwon or ARERDEEN, PRESBITERY oX Gas
RIOCH.) .-

By the Rev, Mr. PaTrICK Mircarir,

Name, Extent, Surface, ¥dc.

P HE name of this difiri& is faid to be derived from the

Kembs, a chgin of little hills which takes its rife
pearly at the middle of the parifh, and extending along the
N. fide of it, terminates in the parith of Cluny, by which
Kemoay is bounded on the W. and S. W. There are 3’ mi-
neral fprings at the foot of the Kembs, about an Englith
mile diftant from each other, one of which is called the
Kemb-well, and the other the Spa-well. The water is pretty
firongly impregnated with iron, but has not as yet got any
reputation for its medicinal virtues. The parith lies 14 miles
W. from the capital of the county. It is bounded on the
N.N.E, and N. W., by the siver Don, It is of an irre-

gular
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gular figure, and about 4% Englifh miles in length, and near.
ly 3 broad. It is rather Killy than flat; but there are no hills
ja it of any confiderable height.

Rivers, Fifb.—The Don, which is our enly river, abounds
in excellent falmon. The way in which they are caught
there, is by cruives, of which there are 2 belpnging to Mr.
Burnett of Kemnay. The falmon are fent frefh to Aberdeen
for exportation, and are fold to the merchant at 4d. the pound,
from the beginning of the fithing feafon to the middle of
April, and thence, to the end of the feafon,. at 3id. the
pouhd.

Soil.—The foil is, for the moft part, a light mould, very
fiony, and lying on a_bed of fand. The haughs, indeed, op
the banks of the Don, are, in general, a fire rich loam,
deep, and perfeltly free from ftones; but they are of no
great extent in this diftri®. We have here great abundance
of peat-mofs, a confiderable part of which has been in tillage
for ages, and is called Burntland. - It was heretofore the
pradice to plough fuch grounds early in fummer, and as foon
a2 the furrows were 2 little dried, to Yet fire to them ; a prac-
tice of confiderable advantage, to the farmer for a few years
after the burning, but very ruipous to the foil. Since this
praltice was prohibited, the crops of oats on our mofly
grounds have been poor, and, in late feafons, are generally
loft. But trees of all kinds thrive wonderfully in our peat.
mofles. The late Lord Ksimes takes notice of this fad i
his Gentleman Farmer; but he flates it inaccnrately, and -
draws a conclufion from it, which by no means follows. .
“ At the feat of Mr, Burnett of Kemnay,” fays his Lord.
fhip (page 305, of the edition 2776) * 10 miles from Aber-
degn, a kitchen-garden, a flower-garden, a wildernefs of trees, .

indigenoys
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indxgeﬂous andexonc, are all ina peat-mofs, where water
ﬂfagnates from 1 foot to 2 under the furface.” This, Lord
Kaimes advances as 2 proof, that “ a plant may acquire a
conftitntion fitting it for growing partly in earth, partly in
water.” But the kitchen-garden and flower-garden at Kem-
fay, are not in 2 peat-mofs. On the contrary, the foil of
both is a light mould, very fhallow, and lying on fand of a
deep brown colour. It is true that the wildernefs is in2
‘peat-mofs; and that almott all the trees, both indigenous and
exotic, that have been planted in it; have come away with
extraordinary rapidity. But the tap roots flop immediately
when they come to the ftagnant water, that is; to the quick
mofs, as we call it, and puth no further, The other roots
fhoot horizontally to a great diftance from the tree, but never
go below the dry or dead part of the mofs. It is neceffary to
obferve farther, that in planting in peat-mofs, it is always
found expedient here, to throw into thé pit that is dug for
the reception of the plant, a certain quantity of good earth,
either loam or mould, among which it takes root; and that
in no inftance has a tree been obferved to vegetate abdve 2 or
g years, where this was omitted.

Asr; Chimate.—Notwithftanding the sbundance of peat-
mofs in thid parifh, which has, doubtlefs, rather a bad effe&
upon the air, the inhabitants, in general, are not unhealthy.
The greater number of the little villages in which they live,
is in elevated fituations. No local diftemper has ever been
known to ptrevail among them, unlefs that kind of dropfy
which phyficians call the anafarca, and which frequently ap-
pears here, may be called fuch. This diforder, however,. is
feldom mortal, as it yields to a very fimple cure, if the old
advice is followed, * venienti occurrite morbo.”

Vor. XII. Cec Seed-
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Seed-time and Harveff.—~The time of fowing oats is, ges
serally, from the 2d or 3d week of March to the middle of
April ; bear, from the end of April to the 20th of May
and turnips, from the 1oth to the 2oth of Jume. No other
crop befides thefe is raifed in the diftri&; and it is only about
401§ years fince any perfon but the principal heritor * be-
gan to fow turnips in the fields. They are fill fown in very
fmall quantities by the tenants. Harvelt generally begins
about the end of Auguft, or the 1ft weck of September;
and the crop is brought into the barn-yards by the end of
O&tober. In 1775, harveft was completely finithed by the
end of Auguft; but fuch early feafons are, generally, followed
by a fcarcity of ftraw, our only winter food for horfes and
cattle. ’

Agriculture.—This ufeful art is very far from being i an
improved ftate in this parith. The late Mr. Burnett of Kem«
nay fet an excellent example, as a farmer, to his tenants. Of
nearly 330 acres, which he enclofed and improved, between
9o and 100 acres were moor or marfh, which he broke up,
drained, and cleared of ftones, of which there was an amazing
number, and the moft of them fo large, that they could not
be removed till they were blown up witlr gunpowder. While
Mr. Burnett was improving thefe grounds, which he leftina -
high ftate of cultivation, and paying well for the expenfe be-
ftowed upon them, he planted, with trees of different kinds,
130 acres, befides hedge-rows, in the Englith mode, round
every field in his farm, on each fide of the avenues leading to
bis houfe, and in the little gardens of his tenants. ~The wil-
dernefs already mentioncdy was alfo enclofed and planted, while

Mr.

# The late Mr. Burnett of Kemnay, is {aid to have been the firft farmer in
the county of Aberdeen, who raifed turnips in the fields,

3
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M. Burnett’s improvements in agriculture were going on. It
contains 24 acres of the moft thriving wood, fhrubs, &c. and
is one of the moft delightful pieces of pleafure-ground in the
N. of Scotand, though all in a peat-mofz. But Mr. Burnett's

-example, in refpe@ of improvement, has produced very little

effe& on his tenants, among whom, in general, the fame mode
of agriculture prevails that was followed a century ago. There
is, indeed, an inclination among .them to alterit. A tafte
for cleaning their grounds by green crop, and fowing artifi-
cial grafs, begins to appear. But they have feveral obflacles
to improvement to furmount. They have not fufficient ftock.
Indeed, there is not a fubftantial tenant in the parifh. They
have fcarcely any enclofures. Their leafes are thort, none of
them exceeding 19 years. The carriage of lime from the
port of Aberdeen, where alone it can be got, is 2 very heavy
expenfe, as we have neither a canal nor a navigable river.
The tenants pay a high multure * at the mijl. o They have no
fuel but peats, the digging snd carrying home of which afford
full employment to their fervants and horfes, from the end of
May till harveft begin. Coals are too high-priced for them,
in confequence of the unreafonable tax on that article, which
has been fo often complained of, and is at laft to be taken off,
I hape for ever .

Cca Scarcely

® The multures on Lord Kintore's part of the parith were lately commuted
for money; and I have the pleafure to learn, that the proprietor of the eftate
of Kemnay has it in contemplation to commute his multures alfo.

+ Remarkable Storm.—Two years ago, a calamity befel the greater part of
this parifh, and of the parithes of Cluny and Kintore, which produced great dif-
trefs, and is ftill, in fome meafure, felt. On the 3oth of July 1790, about fo
o'clock before noon, there came on a ftorm of thunder. and lightning, attended )
with a heavy fall of hail, or rather of pieccs of ice. The ftorm continued with
fearcely any intermiffion, till 3 o’clock in the aftermoon, when the gﬁmnd was
quite covered with ice, and, where there was po ftanding com, exhibited as

ruch
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Scarcely any part of this panﬁ! is enclofed, but what is in
the immediate: poffefion of the principal landholder. The
farms are, in gcneral rather fmall, and rent f:om 60l. down
as low as 61. I do not mean that they are {mall in point of
extent. Ifall the grounds in every farm were improved, that
are capable of lmptovement, feveral of the farms would bq

very

much the appearance of winter as it does in the end of December, after 3 fall
of fnow. T was informed, upon good authority, that the hail, at the foot of the
wall of Caftle Frafer, which is in the parith of Cluny, meafured g feet in depth
on the evening of the joth. It lay there, and in many other places in this
neighbourhood, for feveral days. It did not occur to any hody to meafure ot
weigh the hail-ftones ; fo that'I cannot fay any thing particular refpecting the
fize of them. After the thunder and lightning ceafed, the hail was fucceeded
by fmall drizaling rain, which continued to 6 o’clock in the afternoon. All end-
ed at night’in a moft intenfe froft, attended by a mildew, which blafted almoft
every thing which the lightning and hail had fpared. The ber and oats being
in the ear, and the moft forward of them begmmpg to fill, a great deal of the
graio was knocked from the ear by the hail. On the firft clear day after the
ftorm, the bear began to put on 2 brown colour, and in lefs than a week, the
cars were almoft all white. The firaw continued green and juicy, till it was -
cut down in harveft, and proved excellent food for the cattle. I remarked,

that fome grains in the blafted ears continued to vegetate after the florm, acd
came to perfc&non But they wete very few. To give fome idea of the general
" failure of our bear crop, in confequence of this ftorm, ¥ muft ftate, that from a
{mall field of fomething more than half an acre, which I had limed and dreffed
with turnips in 1989, I reaped not quite half & peck of bear in 2790. The oats
not being fo far advanced as the bear, fuffered lefs. But, in general, it was cf-
timated that we loft at leatt three-fourths of our cropof oats. The potatoes
{ik-wife failed, the ftems having been §irft ﬂuttcmd by the hul, and then en~
tirely defiroyed by the fucceeding froft. Some Surinam potatqes, which I had
planted that feafon, did, indeed, put forth again with great vxgonr bug it was
too late.  The cabbuges, greens, turnips, and all broad leaved vcgetables, were
much torn, and confequéently checked im their growth. The grafs, both natu-
¢al and artificial, was greatly damaged, In a word, every vegetable fuffered by
the ravages of this deftructive ftorm. ‘Yet as they did not extend over a fpace
above 24 or 26 miles in circumference, we felt none of the hardthips of fcarcity,
Grain was to be got in great plenty in our nc:ghbon:hood, aad at & moderate’
price. No lives were loft by the aonn.
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very lagge and very valuable. There are a good many fmall
parcels of land, which we call crofts, held immediately of the
proprictor, and renting from 1l 10s. to 31.  Thefe are ge,
perally poffefied by day-labourers and mechanicks. No part
of the lands here is let by the acre, and I believe they are mo-
derat]y rented upon the whole ; and, in fome particular cafes,
very low. Ihave not, as yet, got an account of the number
of acres which this diftrik contains ; and I cannot flate pre.
cifely the amount of the rent. Perhaps it may he between
62 l. and 700 L. yearly.

"The vegetable produce of this parith has already been men-
tioned. With refpe& to animal produions, there are in it
about 500 black cattle, of a fmall fize ; betoveen 80 and 90
horfes of middle fize, and about 1300 theep, all white, with', -
very few execptions, whofe carcafes are {mall, and their wool
coarfe, and not very plentiful, the fleeces weighing fcarcely
xlib. each, at anaverage. I cannot flate exally what part
of the produce of this diftri& is carried to market out of the
parith.  But in all ordinary feafons, a confiderable quantity
of oatmeal, bear, and oats, is feat to Aberdeen, befides do.
meftic fowls, eggs, cheefe and butter, and fometimes fed cattle,
?articularly calves, and fome theep, for the butcher *.

Population.~According to Dr. Webfler's report, the popu-
lation then was 643. At the prefent time the whole number
' g':f inhabitants is 611, of whom there are 150 under 10 years
' of

% There arg hares, foxes, fome deer that vifit us occafionally, and moft of the
fowls which are natives of the north part of Scotland.. The birds of paffage
are wild-geefe, which appear in autumn, and leave us in fpring, the houfe-
fwallow, and the hirundo riparia, which builds its neft in the high banks of the
tiver, the green-plover or lapwing, the cuckoo, and two or three different
kinds of hirds from the fea-coatt, which bring forth their young about the banks
;d' the Do, and then retire,
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of age, 104 from 10 to 20, jfmm 80 to 9o, and 3 above ge.
There are few widowers; but there is a confiderable number
of widows ; only one old bachelor, who is a houfekeeper, but
@ good many unmarried women, who are pretty far advanced
in life. The number of females exceeds that of the males by

92.

ABSTRACT of the BarrisMs, MARRIAGES, and Burirs for

the laff 9 Years.

. Years. Baptifiss. Marriages. Burials
¥78¢ 8 2 3
1785 23 4 9
1786 15 3 s
1787 13 3 7.
1788 10 4 6
1789 11 2 7
1790 17 9 4

- X791 16 a2 1x
1792 23 $ 14
Average nearly, 15 4 8

. Occupations and General Chgraller, &c.—There are 4 weae
vers, 3 tailors, 1 blackfmith, 3 fhoemakers, 2 joiners, and x
cartwright. None of thefe manufa&ure articles for fale, bug
work for the inhabitants of the parith and neighbourhood.
There are alfo 8 grocers, one of whom is a diftiller. All the
reft, except the principal landholder, his family and domeftics,
are farmers, cottagers, and farm fervants. The women never
work in the fields but in harveft. They are conftantly em-
ployed in houfehold affairs, and in knitting coarfe worfted
flockings for exportation, which is the only manfa&ure which

: - hay
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bas been introduced into the diftri®. The Aberdeen hofiers
take in the manufa&tured flockings, and give out wool once a~
month. A woman who is confidered as 2 good knitter, will
finith 2 pairs in a week, if the worfted is fpun to her; for
which fhe receives from the hofier 2s. 4d., or 23. 6d. The
fpinning cofts 8 d. So that the utmoft that 2 woman employ-
ed in this mamufature can earn, is 2 s. 2 d. a-week. Several
of the men, when they become old, and unfit for working in
the fields, employ themfelves in fpinning and knitting. Some
of the boys likewife are fo employed in winter. My ac.
quaintance with my parifhioners commenced very early; for I
was born in the parith, and, unlefs when I attended the uni-
verfity, refided comftantly in it, till I was 17 years of age;
and I have always obferved them to be, with few exceptioas,
fober, frugal, and induftrious, very decent and ferious in what
zregards religion, but far from being wild or fanatical; much
attached to their minifters, of whom they have had fix with«
in the laft 40 years, and mueh beloved by them ; peaceable
in their intercourfe with one another, and, in general, honeft
in their dealings. No perfon remembers to have heard of an
inhabitant of this parifh undergoing a criminal trial ®*. There
are two public honfes; but they are very little frequented,
unlefs by travellers, and about § or 6 of the inhabitants of
the parifh, the only perfons in it who have not a good title
to the charaler of fober. Several of the natives have, in my
memory, iolifted in the army ; but the people, in general, are
mot fond of a military life. They are all Scotch, moft of them
natives

$ There was, indeed, a murder committed in it about 30 years ago. It was
the confequence of a drunken quarrel. The murderer, who, by the by, was
not a native of the parith, and had been but fhort time in it, evaded a profecu~
tion by an immediate flight. K any fuicide has ever been committed in the
parith, it muft have been long ago, for no fuch event is remembered by the old-
eft now living.
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patives of the parith. They are all of the Eftablithed Church;
except § Burgher Seceders, 1§ Epifcopalians, (formerly Non-
jurors), and 1 Catholic, a very late convert from the Efta-
blifhed religion. The Epifcopalidns appear fometimes in the
parith chitreh : the Seceders and the Catholics are never feen
there. '

The inhabitants of this parifh feem, in general, to be as well
pleafed with their lot as any in fimilar ftations in this part of
Scotlend. I know of no oppreflion that they labour under ;
and I have always obferved, that it is with relu@ance, that
any perfon or family, who have been for fome time in the pa-
rith, remove from it to another. There is rio doubt, however,
that their fituation, and that of all the inliabitants of Abers
deenthire of their rank, might be mieliordted, if agriculture,
and the eftablithment of manufa@ures, were properly encou-
raged. And I fufpe& that the landholders cannot effe@ually
promote thofe two great objeéts, without public aid, however
much they may be difpofed to do fo. Without bridges, bet-
ter roads than we have at prefent, and navigable canals, it is
not likely that any confiderable improvemment will take place
in the county. The eftablilhment of great manufaituring
houfes at Aberdeen, operates, as yet, againft the landed inted
reft. While itis every year raifing the price of labour, it has
in no degree raifed the price of grain, and hds had very little
effe® on that of cattle. It has produced a moft diftreffing
fearcity of farm-fervants, which, in a country fo little improv-
ed, muft be ruinous in a very high-degree.

Poor.—The number of parifh-poor is commonly between
20 and 30. The whole yearly fum which the kirk-feflion
have under their management, for the benefit of the poor, is
aboat 181, which arifes from the weekly colle&tions in the
churchy and the intereft of fome legacies, There is alfo the

funy
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Som of 191, a-year, hequeathed by & Mr. Anderfon of the
IQaad of St. Chriftopher’s, (who was once 3 beggar boy, aud
sducated in this parith at the public expenfe), under the ma-
nagement of the principal landholder, and diftributed by him
in mesl, to thofec whom he deems mofl proper objeis of chae
zity, whether they-are on the feflion’s lift or not. Yet, mote
withftanding the fcantinefs of our pRovifioa for the poor, there
are but 3 common beggars in the parifh ; only one of whom
is & astive, and he ncver begs without the bounds of the

parith,

Eaigent Men,«w] have heard of no emiaent men to whom
this perilh has given birth. It gave burisl (g one, who madg
no inconlidersble figure both ia the literary mad political
world ; I mean Thomas Burnett, Efq. the grandfather of the
prefent Mr. Burnett of Kemnay, and the firit of the family
who poffefled the cfiate. This gentleman travelled over 8

great part of Europe, and was the friend and correfpondent
of Leibnitz, and of feveral other learned men of his time.

He was the relation and intimage friend of Dr. Gilbert Bur-
pett, Bibop of Sarum *.
Voi. XII. D4 Nawmes

&  He wss lang ot the Gesat of Mavover,” fays & masmicsipt acsegot of
him, that is in the pafie@on of his grandiom, “ whuhwhmdmm
diftinguihisg mazle of fewowr, and, afses the pro(pec of the fucceffion of thas
jlloftrievs family te the Crown of Beitaic, began to opan, be was trufiad by
the Princefs Bophis, Elechrefs of Hanoves, in conveying her fentiments, on fome
of the mof critieal and delicets eccafiona, te fome of the great menin Eagland,
Hie z8al and Sidelity in this frwice drew oo him the refentment of the Jacee
fites, by whpfe infloeace he wasimprilined in the Baflile, in paffing thoough
France to Hanover, whese ba wes detaived, till the Duchefs of Orleaps proe
cuned his liberxy, at the sepestod inftancos of the Elatrel, and the Queen of
Ruffia, ber dsnghter.

¥ Mr. Burnett was honoured with mary letters from her Serene Higbrefs the
lafixels, capeefing an estire fatislaidion in hip fervices, and witbing for am o¢-
cafion
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* Names of Places~The names of places in this panﬂx s‘ic
partly Eoglith, and partly Gaclic, Of the former defcrip-
tion

.

Lafion of being ufeful to hjm in his own country. Yes, fo snxicus was that.
gracioys Princefs to carry her good intention into exscution, that fhe wrote ¢
Jetter to my Lord Sunderland, ingwhich the defires his good offices in procunn,
fome mark of favour from the Court of England, to Mr. Bumett wh:ch, fhe 13
plea.fed to fay, will be vei'y lccepublc to her and a.ll her fumly, who interet
themfelves in him. -But this letter was not- deliired till the day before thet
Zord was removed from all his employments,. and it was not, at that feafon, a
yecommendation at the Court of England. In 1710, when Baron Bothmer was
fent Eavoy, extraordinary from the Court of Hmovcx to tlut of Grut Brmm
on a very critical occafion, he was infiructed to cornmumcav.e. in every thmg
gelating to whet he was charged with ﬁthecomoflmdm, with Mr. Bur.
"pett, theq thete, and Mr. Burnett was defired by her, Elegtoral Highnefs to give
Jaron Bothmer his advice and aﬁnmce, ina letter wnmn by the Secretary,
fealed with the Ele&refs s fignet, and ;ccompn.med with this gracious declara-
tion of her intentions.” ¢ §. A. E. Madam m'ordonne de vous bien remercier de
& part, du zele que voos continuds de lui nmqner pour fa perfonne, et pout
$es interets de cette maifon EleQorale, dont elig vous temoignera, dans I'occa-
fiop, fa reconnoiffance par des effets.’ Mr. Bummett lived fome years after the
gcceﬂion but, bcmg old lnd infirm, lu.d retired from the wotld and he d:d
not live to receive thofe rays of the late king’s (George the 1) goodnefs, which
his Majefty was (0 gracious as fignify he intended him, in anfwer to a letter
that Mr. Burnett took the liberty to write, acquainting his Majefty of his hav-
ing a fon bora on the acceﬂion. whom be had named George, that he might
always remember, with his name, the bleflings which 'were derived to the na-
tion from that day. This fon, the only one Mr. Burnett ever had, fent to his
coufin the Honourable Thomas Burnett, Judge of the Common Pleas, feveral
letters from her Screne Highnefs the EleGrefs to his father, that fhow how
much he was trufted, and his fervices approved of; with the original letter
from that Princefs to the Earl of Sunderland mentioned above. Judge Bure
rictt was defirous to.have thofe papers in his hands, as his father the Bifhop was
uentioned in them, and as he hoped for an occafion of employing them for the
fervice of this fon of Mr. Burnett, whom he knew and efteemed.”
" Thus far the manufcript.— Judge Burnett died fuddenly of a fit of apoplexy
foon after he received thofe papers, and the fon of Mr. Burnett mentioned u:
them, never received any favour from the delcendants of the Elo@refs Sophia.
Hls only fon, the prefent Mr. Buractt of Kemnay, was at the Court of Berlin
wlth
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tion are Miltown, Alehoufewell, Glenhead, Srapehard, &c.;
of the latter are Craigearn, or Iron Stone, Lachintillie, or
the Hillock of Sawins, &c. All thefe names are eyidently
expreflive of the particular fituation of the refpe&ive places,

excepring Lachintillie; which very probably has Been origl.
nally a nicktiame.

. Roads~—There are only two public roads in this parify
the one leading to Aberdeen, the other to Inverury and Old
Meldrum. They weré originally niade, dnd are Kept in re-
pair by the ftatute-labour.

Wages; Prices, &.c.—Very httle of the fitm work is dong
by cottagers the farmers, in general, employing unmarrled_
men fervants, who eat and lodge in their mafter’s.houfes,
Their wages are from g1. to 71, yearly ;: by far too bigh fot
the prefent flate of sgricalture in Aberdeenthire. Laft fea-
fon, ts. a-day, befides vi@uals 4nd lodging, was given to
men for harveft work ; and we heard of 21. 10s. bavmg
been given 4s wages for the harveR, by lump, at no great
diftance from this diftri@. This exorbitant pncé of farm-
work is owing, as I had occafion to hint beéfore, o the great
and mcrea.ﬁng demand for bands at the Aberdéen manufac-
tories *.

pai - Antiquities

" with.the late Sic Andrew Mitchell; as Sccretary of Legation, and with hm
atteuded Frederic the Second, in all his cnmpaugns during the famous 7 yeus
war. Whes Mr. Burnett left Berlin, on the appointment of a ﬁxcczﬂ‘dr to Sir

. Andrew, heé breught with him an effort of xoy:l genius, that dal'enes to be

. mentioned as a curiofity. Iti is a paintiug done bf the father of the late King
& Praffia, in a fit of the gout. It is now at Kemanay, ond is a perﬁmnance

. much fuited to procure entire credit to the infcriptipn at the foot of 1t ; “ Frea’

. dericus pinxit in tormentis.”

® The common wages of a day-labourer gre 10d. in l'cunmer, and 6d in wine

- 2Ty



212 Statiftical Accoxnt

Antiquities.~There ate no remains of antiquity i this pee
rith, but a long ftone fet on end, no perfon knows how or
when *.

Propn'ebr:, Stipend, School, t5¢~The Earl of Kintoss,
who is proprictor of two extenfive farms, and Alexander Bur-
nett,

tar, when he furnithes his own provifions ; and 64. fn fummer, and 4. in wine.
ter, wheg be eats in the houle of his eraployer. The wages of women fervants
have not as yet exceeded 2L 10s. a.pear; but they are likely to rife, Women
étdinarily geu 1l. in barvett.

Expenfes of a Labourer®s Family.—~There is no day-labouser here who does
ot reat & {mall piece of greund, either of the proprietor or of & temant, which
enables him #o keep a cow or two, to fupply his family with milk, snd to rear
Tome young cattle almoft every year. As it is not eafy to eftimate the advan-
tages he derives from ki little farm, it is difficult to afcertain exaély either his
facome o his expenfe. His wife and children pre commonly fed and clothed-
with »» much frugality as is confiftent. with any degree of combort ; and the
children of both fexes are very early eaught to knit fockings fer the manufac.
turer.

Price of Provifionr.ealt is from the Aberdsen market thiefly thee the pavifs
is fupplied with the listle batches-ment which is confumed in it. Meal is ge-
- nerally 1d. or §d. the peck cheaper than in the Aberdeen market, and the or-

dinary price is regulated by 1he quantity to be fuld in the country in general-
Hence, it is of very great confequence, buth to the felters and confumers, that
we have judicicus corn.laws, if we muft have corn.laws, the propricty of
which is very difputable. Butter fells conmonly for 7d. the pound, of 28 ounces.
Hens from 6d. to red...

% This Bone menfures about ¥7§ Fect above ground ; hew much delow, ogn-
wot be afcertained, without incurring the rik of felling it. Irs mean girth is
9 feet. There is no figore nor infcription upen &, end no eppearaute of hewing.
The {maller emd is uppermoft, ynlike anether fone, of mach the fame deferip-
tion in all other refpeds, wkich has been eredted neas the bosder betwaen this
parith and Chuny, and fends on the fmaller end. ss3 thefe Renes cannet be fap.
pofed to have been parts df Druidival temples, it js net improbable that they
have been erected in memory of fome illuftrious perfors or events, or as menu-
aents of Yulemp trestios between hottile nationt or tribes.  Tredition is entire-

iy filent upon the fubjedt.
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nett, Efg. of Kemnay, are the only heritors of the parith.
Mr, Burnett refides in it. The living is 351 16s. 8d. Ster-
Ting of money, 281 bolls of meal at 8; flone the boll, and
15% bolls of bear, wh:ch, with the glebe, may amount to
nearly 6ol. a.year. The Earl of Kintore is patron. The
manfe was built in 1680, by Dr. James Willox, then mini-
fter of Kemnay, and at his fole expenfe *. The churchis
48 years older than the manfe. It was new roofed, plafter-
ed, and adorned in the infide, with great tafte and elegance,
by the late Mr. Burnett of Kemnay; but thé walls are not
likely to fland long.— ['here is a tolerable fchool-houfe here 4.

The

_ @ The Bifhop of Aberdeen and his affeflors had, upon Dr. Willox’s petition,
appointed & new manfe at Kemnay, which was built by the heritors, and pro-
nounced fufficient by the Bifhop and his prefbyters. But Dr. Willox was fo
much difpleafed with it, that h¢ immediately began to build a houfe for him.
felf, which was finithed in 1680, a3 appears from the infcription over the entry,
which contains his own and his wife’s name, and the date of the building. The
heufe built by the heritors was converted into a barn, and continued to be
occupied as fuch till the year 1786, when it made way for & new brew,
houfe, all the offices baving been new built in that year. The walls of the
manfe are built of ftone and mortar. They are very thick, and plaftered on
the infide wish clay. It was, when it was built, and many years after, fo
much fuperior in every refpe@ to the other manfes in this part of Scotland, that
from its fingulasity, a=d from the circumftance of the minifter having been at
the expenfe of the building, it was long known by the name of Cafile Folly.
‘The floors and yoof have been occaficnally repaired ; but no addition to it has
been made. And yet, though there iy not fo much room in it as i modern
manfes, it is fill no uncomtortable houfe.

4 State of the Pari/b in 1783 and 17831 did not refide in Kemnay dur.
ing thofc two years. But from occafional vifits to it, which were pretty fre~
quent, I Jearned that a great number of the inhalitants were in extreme dif-
trefs, owing to the latenefs of the harveft, and the unexampled feverity of the
feafon in 1782, and the impoflibility of procuring good feed in fpring t1783.
Scarcely any of the corns were ripened here, before the froRk came on in 1932,
The majority of the inhabitants lived on peafe and b}rlQ-mul, imported at

Aberdeen,
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“The {choolmafter’s living, by the sccount of the prefent o
cumbent, including the parochual falary, the intereft ot fome
Jegacies; fchool-fees; and all other emoluments, does not, one
year with agother, excecd 81. Sterling a year.

NU M-

.

Aberdeen. The poor got fome part of the fupply that was given by Government
to the northern counties ; and the kirk-feffon boughbt fome grain, which
was fold to the poor confiderably below prime coft. No peridn died of want. .
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UNITED PARISHES or GLENMUICK, TUL.
' LOCH, a¥p GLENGAIRN.

(Countr 'AND StNop-or ABraprEN, Brrssyraxy or Kiv.
caxping O’Nein.)

0

By the Rev. Mr. Graoage Brown.

Situation, Heritors, Extent, Surface, ¥Jc. .

THESE urited parifkes are about 40 ftatute miles W. of
Aberdeen, which is the neareft poft town. The he,

ritots are the Earl of Aboyne, the fole patron, James Far-
quharfon, Efq. of Invercauld, William Farquharfon, Efq. of
Monaltree, Charles Gordon, Efq. of Abergeldie, William
Muacdonald, Efq of St Martin’s, Captain John Macdonald of
Gairnfddle, and John Erfkine, Efq of Achalatar. Mr. Gor-
don of Abergeldie, and Captain Macdonald, are the only re-
fiding heritors. Thefe parithes form a very irregular figure,
and are sbout 18 miles in length, and 1§ in breadth, and are
interfe&ed by the Dee, a large and rapid river, abounding
v with
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with falmon, and trouts of different kinds The countryds
mouatainous, and, in the mpper parts, very flormy in° wina
ter.

Agriculture, &c.—The {6il, in general, is hot and thallow, but
produces good grain, though proportionably little fodder,
Sowiang begins about the m-ddle or eod of M:rch, and reaping
about the middle or end of Auguft, except in the upper parts
of the parithes, where the foil is cold and wet, and there feed
time and harveft may be 2 or 3 weeks later. The crops are
bear, oats, rye, peafe, potatoes, sod {mall quantities of flag.
The arsble grownd .bears bat « fwall proportian to the fur,
rounding mouatains, which sfford excellent pafture for theep;
and the people have hitherto paid much more attention te
their flocks than to their farms. Agriculture may be faid to
be only in its infancy here; but it is capable of very great im.
provements. And if the inhabitants would adept and perfe.
vere in that {pirit of induftry which is beginning to appear
axi;ong a few of them, I have not the leat doubt but that, in
a few years, they would be independent of other countries for

~grain, Several things, indeed, are ageisft them ; their couna
try is open, and winter-herding is not knewn, or, at leaft, it
is looked upon as an intolerable grievance, and therefore mot
pra&ifed ; many of them have no leafes on their poficflians,
and the others but fhort ones: and, which pernaps is worf}
of all, being accuftomed from their infancy to a psftoral life,
they contrad a babit of indolence incompatible with a good
farmer. From the time that harveft is over, which is genee
rally abeut the middle of OGobec, they neither yoke a plough,
nor do any thing about their farms till the feed time comes
on, when man, woman, and child are employed in hnddling
over the work in the moft {uperficial manner. And when
the buflle of fowing is over, all concern about the farm is
o sgain

2 .
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again laid afide till harveft begins. I fpeak this in general;
there are a few excepted 'who pay more attention, and whofe
farms make them very grateful returns. Their farms, or ra-
ther crofts, are by far too fmall, few of them exceed 12, and,
in general, they are from § to 8 acres. It occurs to me, that
the beft meaas for improving the country, and exciting a fpi-
rit of induftry among the people, would be to annex 3 or 3
farms together, and to have none under 20 or 30 acres, to
grant leafes of 19 years at leaft, to give the tenant encourage-
ment to enclofe, and trench balks, &c. and even to give him
for fome time a {fmall premium for the acre of good turnips,
or hay raifed after tarnips. This would have a tendency to
raife a {pirit of emulation, which would turn to the advantage
both of the proprietor and tenant. By managing their ground
in this way, the face of the country would be improved, 2
fufficiency of grain raifed, and the flocks better fupported in
florm than they are at. prefent. For one acre of hay or tur-
nips would go farther in that way, than all the fodder that
grows upon fome of their {mall farms by the prefent manage
ment. Ism aware of one objeétion againft reducing the nume
ber of farms, and that.is, that it would reduce the number
of inhabitants alfo. This, no doubt, in fome degree, might
be the cafe: but if every tenant thoald be allowed 3 or 4 fuba
tenants, who might be ufefully employed about the farm, or in
looking after the flocks, the decreafe of population would be
very little, if any at all. But I leave it to thofe who are
more interefted to determine, whether it be better to allow
the country to remain in its prefent unimproved ftate, and to
fofter the indolence of the people, or to lead them on by in-
duftry to improve the country, and their own circumftan-
ces.

Mr. Gordon of Abergeldie’s farm of Birkhall is an inftance
of what the ground in this country is capable of producing,

Vor. XII. Ee ' when
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when properly managed. He took this farm, which confifts
of nearly 100 acres arable, and about the fame number of
pafture among natural wood, into his own hands only a few
years ago ; he enclofedand fubdivided it with ftone-fences and
hedges, levelled and ftraighted the fields ; trenched up balks,
and drained marfhes ; and now raifes from it bear, oats, peafe,
potatoes, turnips and hay, of as good quality as any in Aber-
deenthire. The acre, after turnips, yields at an average, 8 bolls
of bear, and the whole of the farm, under crop, gives the 6th
return. His garden produces as early, and well flavoured fruit
as any in the N. of Scotland ; apples, peass, plumbs, cher-
ries, goofeberries, &c.—And while Mr. Gordon farms to ad-
vantage, he has not loft fight of neatnefs and elegance ; he has
cleared away the rubbith of nature about his villa, and dif-
played her beauties, which are many, to the beft advantage.
But the example of Mr. Gordon, or of any gentleman, will
never be attended with any good confequences to the tenants;
they look upon all that he has done as the fole effe& of mo-
ney, and far beyond their reach. And until fome a&ive en-
terprifing genins among themfelves fleps forward and fets
the example, they will never go out of the old track ; and this
cannot be expe&ed till they get leafes upon their poffeflions.
But if ever they fhall be brought to pay more attention to
their ground, I am certain a regard to their own intereft will
make them perfevere ; for the climate is temperate, and the
foil, though thin, is early and fertile. But while I accufe
the men of indolence, I fhould do great injuflice to the wo-
men, if I did exempt them from the charge; by whofe in-
duftry and diligence their families are in a great meafure fup-
ported. Their chief employment is {pinning flax, fent up by
fome manufaurers from Aberdeen, which brings a great deal
- of money into the country. During the {ummer months, ma-

5 ny
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ny of them manufa@ure their own wool iato coarfe blue, or
tartan webs, which fell at 2 s., or 2 5. Gd. the ell.

Manners, &c.—The people are honeft, economical, fober,
contented, and hofpitable ; very regular ia attending upon di-
vine worfhip, and warmly attached to their country ; their
language is Englifh, except in the upper parts of the parithes
of Tulloch and Glengairn, where fome of them ufe a barba-
rous diale& of the Gaelic among themfelves, but they all un-
derftand the Englith. Their fize, in general, is from § feet
§inches, to 5 feet 8 inches high ; they are ftout made, healthy,
and capable of great fatigue. Fevers of different kinds pre-
vail fometimes ; butthere is no difeafe peculiar to the cown-
try. The air is pure and dry, and reckoned very wholefome:
and yet there is only one inftance of extreme old age remem-
bered here. A Johbn Mitchell, aged 124, born in the parifh
of Glenmuick in 1598, and died in 1722 ; the date of his
birth and death is ftill very legible on his tomb-ftone. The
fuel ufed here is peats and turfs from the adjacent hills ; they
are both good of their kinds, but attended with great ex-
penfe, as they lie at the back of very fteep mountains,

Population, 8&c.—According to Dr. Webfter’s report, the
number of fouls then, was 2270. At prefent the population,
&ec. 1s as follows :

Population, - axry Papifts, - -~ 354
Proteftants, - 1763 Males®, - - 965
Eea " Females,

#* That the number of males fhould be fo smuch lefs than that of the females,
is owing.to many of the young men going to the South and Low Countries ta
fervice, becaufe they cannot get employment at home.
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Females, - - 11§52 Square wrights, - 16
Infangs below xo years Millers, - - 8
of age, - 249 Tailors, - - 83
Families, - - - 476 Weavers, - - 18
Perfons, at an average, in Shoemakers, - - 4
a family, nearly - 5 Blackf{miths, - - 7
Births, at an average, for Merchants, - - 9
. 23 years, - 34 Schoolmafters, - 3
Marriages, at an average, Childrenand yonng people
for 16 years, - 14  learning reading, writ-
Bachelors above joyears, 14 ing, and arithmetic, 236
Unmarried women above " Taverns, - - 8
45, - - 56 Black cattle, - 1563
Perfons above 5o, - 383 Horfest, v 716
Above 70, - 71 Sheep, - 13,263
Above 8o, - 29 Ploughs yoked, - 208
. Above go, - - 2 Carts, - - 6x
Above 100 *, - 1 Carriage, - - I
Widows, = - 70 Bolls of oats fown, - g71
Widowers, - 43 Bear, - - 407
Men fervants, - 63 Potatoes planted, - 61
Maid fervants, - 87 Acres under turnips in ‘
Mafons, - = 4 the field, - 8
L fh d L & 4,
Men fervants wages A day-labourer, with
for the year, 6 o o  hisviduals, = o.0 §
Womens ditto, - 3 o o Do.withoutviGuals,0 o g

A woman

# This old woman faid to be 102, died lately, fince the table was made out.

1 The generality of the horfes here, are of the fmall Highland breed, very
hardy, and eafily fupported. There are fome of the tenants who keep better
horfes; and Abergeldie’s are valued at from 181, to 3ol Sterling each; bus
none of thefe are included in the above valuation. '
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L fh d. L. th..d,
A woman makes for Value of beft theep, 0 14 o
{pinning flax a- Ordinary ditto, °c 7 6
week, - o 3 o Worltditto, - o 3 4
Meal the boll, at an Cattle, at an average, 3 10 o
average, - 0 15 o Horles,atanaverage,§ o o
B. F. P B. F. P.

Produce of oats, the Produce of bear, the
boll, - 3 o o boll, - 4 2 o

Valued rent of the three parithes, 33841 16s. 8d. Scots
money.

Poor, &c.—The poors funds here, are the intereft of 1601.
mortified money, which is lent out at § per cent., the weekly
colle&ions, and an annual donation from Invercauld, of from
10l. to 121, Sterling. From which g3 poor receive aid. A
Mrs. Elizabeth Farquharfon, late of Jamaica, and a native of
the parith of Tulloch, bequeathed at her death, which hap-
pened between 20 and 30 years fince, 400l. Sterling for the
benefit of the poor here, and the like fum to keep a fchool
and fchoolmafter in thefe parifhes. There were 4 truftees ap-
pointed to execute this part of her will; but fomchow or
other it was negle&ed for upwards of 20 years, when at laft
one of the truftees who had friends in Jamaica, recovered the
4001, of principal, and 2001 of intereft ; and the 6ool. have
now been in the bank at Aberdeen for feveral years; but the
parithes have as yet received no benefit from them. It fure-

1y could not have been the intention of the teftator, that the

money thould be fo long in being applied to the purpofes it
was defigned for.

Gleamuick
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' Glenmuick Parifb.—Glean muc, are two Gaelic words, which
fignify the ¢ Sow’s Valley,” from which it fhould feem, that
that animal had fome time run wild here, as none are now
kept by the inhabitants. This parith is about 1§ miles in
length, and lies entirely on the S. fide of Dee. The prefent
mmanfe and glebe ftand in this parith on the N. bank of the
fmall river Muick, about 200 yards from its jun&ion with

' the Dee. The manfe is an old houfe, fmall, but in tolerable

-~

repair. The glebe, by a late addition, contains 6% acres.
The ftipend, including the fmall tithes of the parifh of Tul-
loch, is 671. 132s. Sterling, all in money. The churclr of
Glenmuick ftands clofe by the manfe. It is a very old houfe
thatched with heath. It feems to have been dedicated to the
Virgin Mary, from an annual meeting of the inhabitants on
Candlemas day. There is a parochial fchool here, with a
falary of 100 merks in money. The fmall river Muick takes
its rife in the Grampian hills, from a large lake or loch of
the fame name, S. W. of the church, and after forming a
large water-fall, called the Linof Muick, is loft in the Dec,
after a courfe of 10 miles. Acrofs the Muick, and near the
church, there is a very ufeful and fubftantial ftone bridge of
one arch, built about 5o years ago by fubfcription, and about
half a mile below the church, a beautiful bridge of three
large arches ; and @ {mall one at each end, called the Bridge
of Ballatar, was lately built by fubfcription, and other contri-
butions, under the patronage of the Jate Francis Farquharfon,
Efq. of Monaltrie; a gentleman who has left many lafting
monuments of his public fpirit in this country. 1In this pa-
rith are the celebrated wells of Pananich, on the N, fide of
a hill of the fame name, about 2 miles E. of the church ®.

They

# They were difcovered accidentally to be of ufe, about 33 years fince, by
2 old woman living in the neighbeurhood, who had for many years been dif-
treffed
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They are a mineral of a very agreeable tafte, light water, and

allowed to be of ufe in gravelifh, fcorbutic, and fcrofulous

complaints. The wells being the property of the gentleman

already mentioned (Mr. Farquharfon) he cleared out the
fprings, which are three, and covered them; and ere&ed not

only feveral houfes upon the fpot for the accommodation of

the water drinkers, as a public and private bath, an o&agon

- for the better fort to retire to, and feveral houfes for fhelter«
ing the poor; but alfo built a large and commodious houfe
called Pananich Lodge, pleafantly fituated upon the banks of”

the Dee, about a mile W. of the wells, containing a large

public room, and 2 naumber of private ones, with accommo-

dation for fervants and horfes, which, with a tolerable farm,

and the houfes at the wells, is let to a landlady at so0l. year-

1y, who has the good fortune to give univerfal fatisfalioa to

the company who vifit her. Mr. Farquharfon likewife made

- out good roads on both fides of the wells to the public road :
nor did he confine himfelf to this fpot ; he paid particular at-
tention to the roads wherever he had the leaft concern; he
made new, repaired old ones, and threw ftone arches over
feveral {mall, but rapid rivulets, which, when flooded, were
often impaffable, at His own private expenfe. In a word,
poflefled

trefled with fcrofulous fores; and who, after being reduced almott to the laft
ftage of weaknefs and decrepitude, took a fancy (for fhe had no expeétations

* of a cure) toicrawl upon her crutches every good day to the wells, which were
then a bog remarkable only for the blueith fcum on the furface of the water;
here the bathed her fores, and laid rags dipped in the water upon them; and
perfevering in this courfe for fome time, fhe was agreeably furprifed to fee her
fores heal up, and to find her health and ftrength return. This brought the
wells into immediate repute. And the country people abfurdly imagined that
they were an’infallible cure for every-diforder, and perfons under all complaints
crowded to them ; fatal experience, huwcver, foon teught them that they were
hoftile to confumptive habits.
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poffefled of an smple fortune and gencrous mind, he employa
ed both in improving his country *.

Iwlloch Pari/b.—Tulloch is a corruption of Tulach, a Gaelic
word, fignifying *¢ rifing grounds or hillocks ;" and is very de-
feriptive of the fmall village of Tulloch, which gives name
-to the chureh and parith. The church is faid to have been
founded by St. Nethalen, and an_annual meeting of the in-
habitants is regularly kept on the 8th of January, in honour
‘of his memory. It is termed the Mother Church, and ftands
‘(as the whole parith does) on the N. fide of Dee, about 2
miles N. E. of the church of Glenmuick. This parith is the
moft populous and extenfive of the 3, and by a lift of the re-
ligious houfes in Scotland, feems to have belonged in whole,
or in part, to the Knights Templar. It is 18 miles in length
from E. to W, and interfe@ed at the Crags of Ballatar, by
the parith of Glengairn, which divides the lower parts of
“Tulloch from the upper. It does not appear that there has
been any fettled minilter, particularly in this parifh, fince the
laft Popith Prieft, of the name of Sandifon, who is faid to
have conformed at the Reformation, and afterward married :
fome of his pofterity are flill in the neighbourhood. The
glebe and toft of the manfe are ftill pointed out; but the mi-
nifter now has no benefit from either. In the lower énd of

this

* Mifcellaneous Obfervations.~There are two ruins in this parifh, the one
Rtands about a mile N. W. of the church called the Caftle of the Cnoe, a Gaelic
word, fignifying a hill upon the top of which the ruin ftands. It belongs to Mr.
Gordon of Abergeldie, and is of a very old date, The other ftands in the E.
extremity of the parith called Dee Caitle, formerly Candacorl, the Head of the
Wood, f(aid to be built by the family of Gordun, and now the property of the
Earl of Aboyne. There is a birch tree growing in a room of the ruin where
the firft Marquis of Huntly is faid to have been born. It is faid, that there is
a rock of coarfe marble in the hill above Pananich Lodge, and another above
Birkhall.
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this parifh, and at the foot of the hill of Culblean, there is 2
‘beautiful lake of about 3 miles in circumference, called Loch
Cannor, containing feveral fmall ‘iflands, upon the largeft of
which, there flood formesly a fmall fortrefs, faid to have been
built, and occafionally occupied as 3 hunting feat by Malcolm
Canmore ; from whom, it is not improbable, the lake might
have got its name; as Cannor is not far in found from Cane
more. o this fortrefs, many of the Cumings took fhelter af-
ter their defeat in the famous battle of Culblean, fought be«
tween them and the troops of King David Bruee in 1335.
There is now no appearance of the fortrefs, the ftones are all
cleared out and thrown into the furrounding lake; and the
ifland, which meafures near an acre, is under culture. The
people in the neighbourhood, fome years fince, were in ufe
to drag up large plapks of eak from the bottem of that part
of the lake between the ifland and main land on the N. fide,
evidently part of a draw-bridge which conneéted the ifland
with the land ; the wood was perfeétly freth and wholefome ;
and upon one of the planks there was this date, 1113, which
is now in the poffeflion of a gentleman ia this neighbourhood.
There is another ifland fmaller than the fonher, and at fome
diftance from it, which tradition fays, was the prifon of the
qaftle, and which goes to this day by the name of the Tol~
booth. The principal ifland where the fortrefs or caftle ftood,
is about 6o or 70 yards diftant from the land ; and the water
between them, where the draw-bridge was, is 16 feet deep.
The lake abounds with pike and eels, Wild ducks, wild
geefe, and fometimes fwans, frequent it in winter. There is
a flone fet on its end on the N. bank of the lake fronting the
caftle, with a great deal of carving upon it ; but the figures
are now unintelligible. It is told, that it was put up in me-
mory of fome of the Cumings who fell in the chafe or battle

Vou. XII. - Ff of
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of Culblean, and as the Earl of Athole fell that day, it may
hairg- been here *.

Glengairn Parifb.—Glengairn is a corruption of 3 Gaelic
words, glean, * a valley or hollow,” and gardb ambasn, * the
rough water,”! which are very properlyapplied to the water of
Gairn, the channel of which, in many places is exceedingly
rocky. The church ftands on the N. fide of Dee, and at the
influx of the Gaimn into that river about 2 miles W. of Tul-
loch, and nearly the fame diftance N. of the church of Glen-
muick. This church feems to haye been dedicated to St-
Mungo, from an annual meeting of the parithioners on the
t3th of January. Some fay, that this was a feparate charge
about the middle of the laft century, when a Mr. Alexander
Gordon, a proprietor in the parifh, was minifter ; but peither
the glebe, nor where the manfe flood, can now be pointed
out. This parith is the leaft, and moft compa& of the 3.
The greatet part of it lies upon both banks of the Gairn,
extending 6 miles N. W. of the church, where the upper
parts of Tulloch begin and feparate it from the parith of
Crathie. A fmall part of it lies on the 5. fide of Dee, call-
N : ed

* In the fore mentiened hill cf Culblean, there is a moft remarkable hollow
rock, which, from its ﬂmpe, bears the name of the Vatt, and through which
arivulet runs. In going up to vifit this natural curiofity, & ftranger is much
ftruck with the narrownefs of the entry to the Vatt (being lefs than an ordi-
nary door) and the large fpacious area, in which he iptmediately finds himfelf
enclofed by rocks from 5o to 6o feet high, and from the fiffures of which tall and
healthy birch trees are growing. There is one particular clift of the rock
which the eagle generally occupies as a fafe and fecure afylum for hatching and
nourifhing her young, and where her neft is always to be feen. The rivulet
falls down at the upper end ihmug?x broken ﬂ?attercd rocks, and when ﬂoodcd"
adds greatly to the picturefque appearance of the whole. The moft remark-
able hill in this, or the 3 parifhes, is Moiven, which in Gaelic fignifies a large
hill; and the well known crags or Pafs of Ballatar, where the tremendous im«

: ding rocks threaten the aftonifhed traveller with immediate deftrucion,
) ) . 3
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ed Strathgirnie. * There are 2 of the Society’s fchools in this
parith, and are an unfpeakable advantage to the people. I
am told that 6o or 70 years ago, it was rare to find one in
all thefe three parithes who could read. But now all the
young people read diftinétly, and underftand the principles of
religion ; and many of the young men leave fohool, and im-
mediately enter as clerks to commercial companies in diffe-.
rent corners of the world. And it is but juft to obferve, that
much of this is owing to the labours of Mr, George Thom-
fon, who has ferved the Society about 5o years, during which
time he has taught, with the greateft honour to himfelf, and
advantage to his pupils. The people, in general, have got a
talte for education, and as the parifhes are extenfive, they
engage young men to téach in the winter feafon in thofe
places which are at a diftance from the eftablithed fchools.
Three young men, engaged by the people; taught in different
corners this laft winter.

Mifcellarieons Obfervations.—At the chuich of Glengairn,
there is a very old flone bridge of one arch over Gairn, and
there is another over the fame river at the N. W. extremity-
of the parifh, and 6 miles from the former, built by Go-
vernment upon one of the Highland roads ; both are in good
repair. There is another of one arch over the burn of Gir=
nie, built a few years fince by fubfcription. There is a river
in the lower end of this parifh, near the Pafs of Ballatar,
called the Caftle of Glengairn. It belonged to the family of
Forbes, and was ufed as a hunting feat. It is now the pro-
perty of the Earl of Aboyne.—A Popifh Prieft refides in this
parifh, and performs divine worfhip every 2d Sunday, in a
chapel built for the purpofe.—It-is believed there is a lead-
mine near the caftle of Glengairn ; many pieces of lead have
been found ; but from the expenfe of working it, no exer~

Ffa tions
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tions have been made to find out the vein of the metal. There
is plenty of lime-ftone in this end the other two parithes; but
‘from the difficulty of getting fuel, there is not much of it
burnt. The mountains in the 3 parifhes are all-covered with
heath, and the bottoms of many of them beantifully fringed
with natural wood and plantations. Plots of natural birch,
oak, afh, alder, 8c. are interfperfed among the arable fields ;
which, with the rivers, give the couatry a very pleafant ap-
pearance in fummer. The hills afford plenty of moor game,.
pexticularly Morven, upon the higheft grounds ef which,
ptarmagans are always to be found *.

" NUM.

* The moft remarkable of the other wild creatures, are red and roe deer,
foxes, badpers, wild cats, polecats, martins, weafels, otters, white and grey
hares; eagles and leffer hawks; the black cock, wood cock, wood pecker, plo-
vers, partridges, &c. with a great variety of finging birds.

The charge is ferved by the minifter, and a miffionary minifter, who has a
falary of 251 from the Committee on the Royal Bourity. And, befides the 3
churches, there is another place of worfhip at the upper bridge of Gairn, where
the miflionary is appointed by the Committee to preach every ad Sabbath; and-
by thefe meansthere can be fermon but once in the 2 weeks in each of the places
of worthip, which is very much complained of by the people. But, as a cen-
trical church would remove this grievance, fo no place can be better adapted
for one ; for the 3 churches immediately form nearly an equilateral triangle of
2 miles each fide; and if @ large houfe hould be built near the middle of this
angle, the bulk of the 3 parithes weuld be accommodated with fermon every
Sabbath, and the miffionary would preach in the remete corners. This plan.
bas been long in the view of the heritors; and, as 2 of the churches are goidg,
falt into difrepair, it is to be hoped they will foon carry it into execution.
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NUMBER XIX.
TOWN axp PARISH or KINGHORN.

(Cooxtr a¥n Stvop or Firx, PRESBYTERY oF KirxcaLpr.)

By the Rev. Mr. Jony UsHER.

~

Situation, Name, Extent, Soil, &c.

THE town of Kinghorn, is pleafantly fituated upon 2 de-
clivity on the N. fide of the Frith of Forth, nearly
oppofite to the town of Leith, and diftant from it about 7
miles. At what time this town was firft built, it is perhaps,
impoffible for us, at prefent, to determine. It is not impro--
bable, that the aborigines of the country, would fettle here,
at a very early period, for the conveniency of fithing *, even
before either commerce, or agriculture, or pafturage, had
become obje&s of attention te their uncultivated minds. How-
ever this may be, it is next to certain, that when Edinburgh
began to rife into a capital, and to become a place of refort,

’ fithermen *

® There was formerly a confiderable quantity of fith caught between the
town of Kinghorn and the ifland of Inch-Keith ; but of late the fih have re.
tired neater to the mouth of the Frith.

\
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fithermen and failors would naturally be induced to build and
take up their refidence here for the fake of ferving the paf-
fage between Fife and Leith, the port of Edinburgh *. With
refpe& to the origin of the name of this town, we have not
' been able to difcover any thing certain, and will therefore
venture to offer a conje@ure. Upon a rifing ground, imme-
diately behind the town, overlooking it, and commanding &
view of the whole Frith of Forth, from Kinghorn down-
wards, and of all the oppofite coaft, there formerly ftood 4
caftle, the ruins of which were very lately to be feen, which
was one of the ordinary feats of our ancient Kings. This’
place of refidence was probably chofen by the Scottith Mo
narchs, not only for the fake of the profpe& which it com-
mands, and the falubrity of the air, but for the conveniency
and pleafure of hunting. For, tradition fays, and the names
of places in the neighbourhood confirm it (fuch as Woodfield-
park, and Kingfwood-end 1) that the ground behind the
town, and to the weftward, was once covered with wood.
From the winding, therefore, of the King’s horn, when fal-
lying out with his attendants to take the diverfion of tha
chafe,

# In confirmation of this, we may obferve, that the part of the town which
ftands upon the fea-thore, and neareft to the harbour, is evidently the oldeft.
So early, as about the middle of the rrth century, in the reign of Duncan L.
we are informed that Canutus King of Norway, fent & large fleet with gooo
men, commanded by his brother, who landing at Kinghorn, over-ran and ra-
vaged the adjacent country; but that M‘Beath, Thane of Fife (with whofe
chara@er and hiftory every admirer of the inimitable Shakelpeare muft be in’
fome meafure acquainted) attacked and defeated them with great flaughter,
foreing the farvivors to retire to their fhips. It was not, however, ¢ill near a,
ccntury after this, that the town of Kinghorn was invefted with the privileges-
of a royal burgh, by King David I. '

+ Woodfield-park, Kingfwood-end. The former of thefe is a farm abouf
a mpile to the W. of the town, the latter is 2 high and rugged rock, at much
about the fame diftance from the town, and on the fame fide of it, where King
Alexander III. was killed by a fall from his horfe when hunting ia.this foreft.
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chafe, the town of Kinghorn may havé derived the name
which it ftill bears.

The parith of Kinghorn is about 4 miles in length, and 3}
in breadth. It is bounded by the Frith of Forth on the S.
and E.*, Few places are more beautifully diverfified than
the face of this parith. It exhibits, it is true, neither lofty
mountains nor deep valleys; neither high hills, nor extens
five plains ; but there is a variety of foil and of furface, and
an undulation of ground, which is very feldlom to be met
with. The long extended fides of little hills covered with
furze, ever-green, and almoft always in bloom, or planted
with young and thriving trees of different kinds; the rich
and fertile land that lies between the great number of gen-
tlemen’s feats and farmer’s houfes, with trees and enclofures
around them, and with here and there a ruin inter{perfed, as
* mementos of the viciffitude of human things, prefent to the
eye a moft pi&urefque and fanciful fcene, and produce upon
the imagination the fineft effe&t. The foil is, in general, very
good, being moftly a rich black earth npon a rotten rock.
Along the fea-coaft, for upwards of 2 miles, it is deep,
ftrong, and fertile in the higheft degree. As you retire from
- the fea, it gradually becomes more and more light and fhal-
low, for about a mile, as the ground rifes. Behind this,
the ground begins to fall, and the nature of the foil becomes
more variable, being fome of it inclined to clay, upon a
whin-flone bottom, but moft of it, thin and light upon a dry
gravel. Almoft every where throughout the whole parith,
it is tharp and very fertile, when properly managed.

Antiguities, Natural Curiofities, and Mineral Waters.—
There can fcarcely be faid to be any antiquities within the
: bounds

® The extent of fea-coaft is about 3 Englifh miles, the greater past of it is
high and rocky, and produces very little kelp,
-1 .
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bounds of this parifh, unlefs perhaps the ruinous tower of
Seafield, the ancient feat of the Moutrays, awhich ftands upon’
the fea-fhore, about & mile to the eaftward of Kinghorn ; and
3t. Leonard’s tower, which ftands in the middle of the town,
which. in times of Popery was a place of worthip, but is
sow converted into a town-houfe and common prifon, deferve
to be fo called. Glammis tower, a f¢at of our ancient kings,
elready allnded to, is now no more; and as fer the monafs
tery which flood fomewhere about the bottom of the tows,
there is not fo much as a veftige of it to be feen, and evea
the place where once it was, cannot be afcertained. At 2
Jittle diftance from the ruins of Seaficld tower, there is a
large cave, which appears either to have been formed by
fome violent concuffion of the earth, or to have heen exca~
vated by the fea, which has fince retited. There is the ap-
perrance of fome kind of building having been once at its
entrance ; hut whether it had been thus fortified and fecured
a9 a place of refuge from the fudden defcents of the Danes
and Norwegians, with which this coaft was formerly fo much
infefted, or, as a den for thieves and rohbers, and as a place
for concealing their ill-got booty, we have not been able to
difcover. About half way hetween Kinghorn and the Petty-
cur *, clofe by the fea, there is a {pecimen of the Bafaltes,
which well deferves the attention of the curious, who may
not have had an opportunity of furveying thefe more ftu.
pendous works of nature of the fame kind, the Giants Caufe-
way, in the county of Antrimin Ireland, or the rock Pere.
neire near St. Sandoux in Auvergne, in France. The Bafal.
tic columns are of different diameters, with between 4, §, 6,
7, faces. They are, in general, about 12 or 14 feet in

height,

® Petty-cur, a fmall harbour for the paffage-boats at the diftance of about
% of a mile from the town, to the 5. W.

7
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‘height, with a few joints or cracks in each, all parallel to
one saother, and inclining towards the fea, to the E. The
fiream of lava, of which this mafs of matter is compofed,
eppears to have flowed from W. to E., and pouring into the
{ea, in this direfion, from its impulfe and refiftance, to have
cooled, and chryfialized, and taken the eafterly inclination
which it holds. At a little diftance from the Petty-cur, there
is 2 medicinal {pring, commonly called the Kinghorn Spa *.

Upon Inch-Keith, s {fmall ifland about half way between
Kinghorn and Leith, and which is confidered as belonging to
this perifh, there are the ruins of a fort which was in repair
- in the reign of Mary Queen of Scotland, and which was then
garrifoned with Freach foldiers.

Population.~Upon comparing the late with the prefent
fiate of the population of this parith, the number of inhabi-

tants appears to have decreafed to a confiderable degree. Ac-
cording to the returns made to Dr. Webfter in the 1455, the
number of fouls within the bounds of this parith, was 2389.
It now amounts to o more than 1768, including perfons of

Vor. XIIL . Gg every

€. Io the year 1618, the celebrated Dr. Anderfon, inventor of the pills that
mllpbyhnme,wmuhnﬁfcmmmm;mdpmpcﬁudmhw
ter, with dire&ioas for ufiog it.

Ituwud.uﬁn.mthchth.mfum,ndmm is a powerful
diuretic, gives vigour and firength to debilitated conftitutions, relieves fuch as
are troubled with a dificulty of breathing, and allsyeth all inflammations in-
ternal and external ; that it ought to be taken .in the merning fafting, and
taken at the rock frem which it iffues.

Bat, fgr farther particulars, both with refpect to the nature and preperties of
this wager, and the way of ufing it, we muft refer the reader to the forefaid
Treatife. We fhall only add, that Dr. Anderfon concludes his account of it,
with informing us, that in his time, “ this fair fpring” was much frequented ;
and that he himfelf had many opportunities of obferving its falutary effects,
from his attending patients that were drnking the water.
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every age and denomination *. Of the prefent inhabitants of
this parith, there are 1118, tlrat refide in the town, and 6o
that dwell in tht country, and in a village called the Bridge-
town, about 2 miles N. E. from Kinghorn. Of thefe, there
are 1237 that adhere to the Eftablithed Church, the remain-
ing §31, are Seceders of different denominations, but moftly
Burghers. Of the whole body of the people, both in the
town and country, there are, under 10 years of age, 401 ;
between 10 and 20, 321; between 20 and 5o, 778 ; between
50 and 70, 240: and between 70 and 100, 28. The number
of married people amounts to 610 ; of bachelors, to 295 ; of
unmarried women from the age of 15 and upwards, to 323;
of widows, to 102 ; and of widowers, to 33. The number
of marriages for the laft 10 years, amounts, at an average,
to 13 ; and that of births, to 3o annually. To' account for
the feeming difproportion between the marriages and births,
and the population of this parifb, we may obferve, that there
are annually, feveral irregular marriages, and feveral bap-
tifms (particularly among the Seceders) that are not entered
in the parith regifter. The inhabitants of the town, and of
the village called Bridgetown, are moftly failors, weavers, -

tradefmen,,

% As we do not find, that by the return given in to Dr. Webfter, above men_
tionzd, a diftin@ion was made between the population of the town, and of the
country, it is impoffible for us now to difcover with certainty, where the des
ficiency lies; whether in the one, or in the other; or fuppofing it in both, in
what pfoportion-it hes taken place. We are difpofed to think that it is prine
cipally in the latter; and that it may be accounted for, from the following
caufes :—1f, From the diminution of landed proprietors refiding in the parith;
feveral fmall eftates having been fwallowed up by the larger. 2dly, ¥rom the
union of farms. 3dly, And principally from the expulfion of cottagers, and
from the employing of hired fervants in their ftead, for carrying on the opera-
tions of hufbandry. What the town may have loft in refpect of population, from
the decay of its trade, we confider as compenfated by the growth of manufacs
tures, as will afterward appear uader the article of commerce.

£
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tradefmen, innkeepers, and horfe-hirers ; thofe of the coun-
try, farmers, their children, and fervants, who arg employed
in agriculture.

- Ecclefiaftical State, Stipend, Poor, $8c,—There are two pla-
ces of public worthip in the town of Kinghorn; the parifh
church, and a Burgher-feceder meeting-houfe. The Earl of
Strathmore is patron of the parith. The ftipend confifts of 3
chalders of vi@ual, half meal, half bear, and §81. 6s. 8d. in
money, together with 4 loads of coil, deliverable at the manfe,
and the teind of the fith: The lat of thefe articles has fail.
ed entirely, as there is no more at prefent, but one family of
filhers in the town, and the quantity of filh caught fo fmall,
that the teind thereof is not worth the trouble or éxpcnfe of
colle&ing it, - A
There is alfo mentioned in the decreet of ' modification and
Jocality of the fipend of Kinghorn, 14} loads of coal at the
pit of Carden; but as this pit is not now wrought, this part
of the living has likewife failed. The glebe confifts of very
little more than 3% acres of arable ground, with 10 s. a-year
to compenfate for the deficiency of meafure ; and about an a-
cre of grafs, which lets at 16 5. 8d. The manfe is old, but
got a thorough repair about 3 years ago, at a very confider-
able expenfe. The church was rebuilt in 1794. The fhell
of the houfe is refpetable enough ; but within, it has rather
an awkward and paltry appearance, from its not being as yet
completely feated, and from the mixture of new, and of old
pews and forms *.

Gga The

® The Burgher meeting-houfe was built about 16 years ago, partly by diffa.
tisfied and difcontented Seceders; and partly by people belonging to the Efta-
blithed Church iv this place, who did not think that the late incumbent, Dr.
Webfter, was fafficiently warm in his zeal againft the Popith bill, which raifed

fuch a noife and clamour in this part of the country at that period.
This
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The number of poor is great, and the funds for fupporting
them are, comparatively, but fmall. There are commonly be-
tween 60 and 86 upon the poor's roll ; and for maintxining
thefe, the whole fum to be diftributed annually by the church.
{effion, does not amount to 4@ 1. This fum arifes partly from
the intereft of legacies left for the behoof of the poor; snd
partly from the colleRions that are made for them at the doot
of the parith church. The legacies amount to sool., 4001
of which was bequeathed by the Rev. Mr. Henry, minifter
of this perith, before the late Dr. Webfler ; end 1001, by a
gentleman of the name of Shanks, who lived in Kinghorn ;
for both which, the church-feffion receives snnually (at the
rate of 4 per cent. intereft) the fam of 205. The yearly col.
leQions do not come to quite fo much ; and of this the land.
ed proprietors contribute but 2 very fmall proportion, as the
greateft part of them do not refide in the parifh, and as moft
of thofe that do, dwell at a diftance from the parith church,
The moft which aoy psuper in the parith receives, (and in-
deed which the church-feflion have it in their power to give,
as the heritors have not as yet agreed to affels themfelves for
the maintenance of the poor) is 1s. s-month; and perhaps
38. 6d. more at epch of the guarterly diftributions. This

fcanty

This houfe was at firR connefed with what is called the Prefbytery of Re-
Yef; upon which footing it flood, till within thefe few years, when the propri-
etors of the houfe, finding their mectivg upon the decline, and rhe feat-rents
and colletions unequal to the expenfe of fupporting a cletgyman, apd.of pay-
ing the intereft of the moncy which they had advanced, they very prudently
agreed to change their groumd, to join themfelves to the Burgher Seceders, and
to give a call to a licentiate of that denomimation. The bulk of what remain-
¢d of their featbered coagregation weat along with them, and they were joined
by others of she fame clafs or fet, refiding in the town and its neighbowheod,
Amidft all thefe manoeuvres of thair leaders, hawever, the rintne &f # patron was
not heard of.  And it was all very wall.
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foanty fupply is evidently inadequate to the exigencies of fuch
as are unable to work ; the confequence of which is, that they
muft cither beg, or fleal, or flarve. What others receive is
pfoponionlly lefs; and thus, even the labour of fuch as could
do a little, were the deficiency of their earnings to be made up
to them by regular fupplies, is loft to the community, from
their being forced by neceflity to have recoutfe to begging ;
safter which, every ides of labour and induftry is ut 4a end *,

Commerce and Manufaéixres—The town of Kinghorn has

2 harbours ; one at the bottom of the town, which is called
the Kirk-harbour, from its wvicinity to the church, which
fands upon a point of land clofe by it ; and snother called the
Petty-cur, at about half a mile’s diffance from the town to
the 8. W. The former of thefe is of very ancient date: How
. old

® And here, by the way, we.cannot help obferving, that legacies left for the
behoof of the poor, at leaft in parifhes, where the law, with refpet to the maia~-
tenance of the poer is not enforced, have a tendency to defeat the very end for
which they were boqueathed. For that, trufting to.thefe, the heritors of fuch
parifhes, are apt to negle@ what the law, what reafon, what religion and hu~
manity fo londly call wpon them for, viz. “ to confider the caufe of the poor.*
‘We would net be underftood, from what we have here {aid, either to condema,
ot difcourage the donatipns of the charitable at the time of their death, to the
poor of parifhes to which they may belong, or to which they may be attached ;
paly leg them be left in fuch a way, as to be diftributed immediately, and not be
hung up, 0 a8 to intercept that provifion which the wifdom and benevoleace of
our Legiflature has made for them. Having had occafion to mention legacies, .
we may here obferve, that the forefaid Mr. Henry bequeathed the fum of 300 1.
for the purpofe of founding a burfary, to affit young men, in the profecution of
their findies, at the Univerfity of St. Andrew’s. The nomination of the burfar
io vefted in 3 bodies of men; the magifirates and town-council of Kinghorn,
the kirk-feffion of Kinghotn, and the prefbytery of Kirkcaldy. Each of thefe 3
bodies choofe a delegate out of their own number ; the delegates meet by ap-
pointment of the minifter of Kinghorn, and, after having examined the qualifi-
¢ations of the candidates, proceed ta the cleion. The burfar enjoys his bene-
fice for 4 years,

»
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oM it i3, we cannot certainly fay. The latter was built about
80 years ago, as being a more convenient fituation than that
of the former, for the paflage over to Leith. This harbour
was lately very much choked up, andin dangerof being loft,
from the great quantity of fand continually drifting from the
'W. at low water, with the wefterly winds, and accumulating
within it. But by means of 2 bafons, the largeft of which
was only finithed within thefe few months, (the former hav-
ing been found infufficient for the purpofe), it is now thought
that this bank of fand will be completely removed, and the
harbour be kept clear of it, and open for the future. With-
in thefe few months alfo, there has been a light-houfe ere@ed
upon the end of this key, for the benefit of the paffage-boats.
It is, however, the opinion of many, that had the money
which has been expended upon the Petty-cur, and its bafons,
been laid out upon the extending of the key, and upon the
otherwife imptoving of the old harbour, not only all the pur-
pofes of the Ferry might have been equally well anfwered,
but a fafe and capacious bafon might have been formed, for
the admiffion of thips of confiderable burthen. As they are
at prefent, neither the one por the other will admit veflels of
above 150 tons. Should ever Kinghorn become a great ma-
nufa&turing and commercial town, this plan might fill be put
in execution. Hitherto, it cannot be faid to have ever been
cither., Formerly, indeed, there were a few brigs, and feve-
ral floops belonging to this town ; but thefe were generally
cither freighted by merchants refiding in other places, or en-
gaged in fmuggling. At prefent there are only two fmall
floops employed in the coafting trade, that fail from this port,
with g paffage-boats, of about §0 or Go tons each, and a few
pinnaces that ply the ferry. As for manufaftures, though
till of late, fince the introdu&ion of ftocking-frames, there
was, for a long time, a confiderable quaatity of thread-ftock~

ings
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firgs, manufa&ured annually by the women, with the kitting-
needle, yet it was always but an unprofitable, and poor em-
ployment. Within thefe few years, however, 2 manufaéture
has fprung up, which promifes fair at prefent to render King«
horn one of the moft flourithing towns upon the coaft of Fife;
this is, the teafing, and rolling, and fpinning of cotton and flax,
by means of the Arkwright and Darliogton machinery.

Through the middle of the town there runs a fiream of wa-
ter, which ifflues from a luke called the losh of Kinghorn, and
diftant from it only about half a mile. Upon. this itream
there have already been ereted, and fet a-going, 4 mills for the
puarpofes above mentioned ; a fifth is to be built this fummer,
" and there might fhill be falls of water found for x or 2 more.
The number of hands which thefe mills will employ, muft
amount to fome hundreds; but the 2 largeft of them, which
were built laft feafon, owing to the thock which has been late-
ly given to public credit, and the.confequent ftagnation of -all
bufinefs, have not as yet been completely fitted up, and filled
with machinery by the proprietors. Before adventuring too far;
they with to fee what turn affairs may take. Already, how-
ever, the beneficial effe@sof thefe works are to be feen by all;
and they are fenfibly felt by almoft every defcnpuon of peoa
ple in the place.

Young women, who before ‘were not able to earn by the
needle, or by the knitting of flockings, or by the fpinning of
flax, above 1 s. 6d. or 2. in the week, can now eafily earn
between § s. and §s. 6 d. in the fame fpace of time. Little
girls, between.8 and 12 years of age, who before were a bur-
then to their fathers abd mothers, by engaging at thefe works,

are not only able to fupport themfelves, but to affift their aged
and indigent parents. The boys, who before thought of no-
thing but the fea, or of running about idle, or, which was lits
tle better, of running about the'country at the horfes's heels,
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se horfe-hiress fervants, have now generally turned their ate

temtion to the loom, and bind thesfelves g3 spprentices to the-
weaver, Such sre theeffe@s of capital well employed ! Such

age the effedls of regniar and well dire@ed indufiry ! Bot the

command of water for workiag machinery, is not the only

sdvaotage which Kinghorn enjoys : Befides the fiream zlress

dy mentiened, there are two other rivalets, ene st each end

of the town, by means of which hleachficlds might be formed,

snd, it is to be hoped, will ia 2 little time be formed, for fars

ther facilitating the operations of the manufa&nrer.

‘As s beginving bas mow been faicly made ; as 2 fpirit of
jsdufiry aad of enterprife has now hesn romfed, by the exer-
tions of & few adive individuals, it is to be hoped, that it
will continue to fpread, and will foon begia to aperate in o-
ther diro&ioas. The cheapnefs of coal for fuel, and of lime
for building ; its vicinity to the fex, and to the capital of this
part of the kisgdem, might alfo have been mentioned among
the advantages which Kinghorn derives from its local fitu.
ation.

Langholders, Rent asd Divifios of Lasd.—The nnmber of
landed proprictors in this parith is 73 ; but by far the greater
part of them do not refide in it. There is no map of the pa-
rifh ; by confequence, the number of acres which it contains
cannot be exally afcertained. But they amoung to nearly
8050 amsble, and 340 inarable. The greatelt part of the lat-
ter is hill.ground, either covered with furze, or planted with
tsees. Of the former, there arc, at an average, 170 acres an-
puslly employed in raifing wheat, 397 in barley, 213 in peafe
and beans, which are commonly fown in drills; 749 in oats,
148 in potatoes, 1o in turnip, 328 in hay, 836 in paftuce,
and 100 lying in fummer fallow. The quaantity of flax fowa
is fo insonfiderable, as not to be worth the meptioning. A

great
5
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great patt of the land of this parith is now enclofed, either
with hedge and ditch, or, what is called Galloway-dike. The
.firms are, in general, from 8ol. to 2001l. a-year, confifting
of between 6o and 150 0r 200 acres, The beft arable ground
in the neighbourhood of the town, has, of late, let at 3 1., and
fome of it at 31. 10s. an acre. At a diftance from the town
the average rent is sbout- 2 1. Yo s. The beft pafturage lets at
al. §s., and the inferior kind, from 15s.to 1. 1 s the acre.
The valited rent of the whole parifh is 13,2801, 18s, 2d.
Bcotch ; the real rent about go0ol. Stérling.

Horfes, Black Cattle, Ploughs and Carts.—There are in this
parith 250 horfes, including young horfes rearéd by the far-
tners in the country. About 7e of thefe horfes are kept by
people in the town for poft-chaifes, for létting out to hire, for
¢arrying coals, and for labouring a few acres of ground,
which moft of them endeavour to get in the nclghbourhood.
There are651 cows, and young cattle (exclufive of cattlé grazed
in parks @uring the fammer), g9 carts and g1 ploughs, almoft
all of the Small-conftrution, and drawn By 3 horfes ; the old
Scottith plough having now fallen into general difife ¥,

Vor, XIL Hh Sébad.

* Wages.~From tl:enpld mctelfeof nnnh&urenmthu,mdfome nmgh.'
Bouring pacithes, the price of labour of every kind has rifen to an uncommon
height. The wages of a male fervant kept in the Roufe, are from 8). to 101
a-year ; thofe of female fervants are generally g1 A labourer, for the dayy gets’
from!s.ton.6d.,ﬁndmghumpmvﬁoal For mowing and reaping, from
5. 4d.toas, aod fometimes 3s. 6d. Or, with brasfat and dinmer, from
1s.tozxs 6d.: Andwomﬁmpd.nu.,mtbthehmzpmﬁm

Effelds of difrontinwing Cottagers in Agricuitures=One badde&ofdm bas
bendndydhddto the decresfe of the pepulation of the country. This
effe@ begins now to be felt, and lamented by the farmer, particularly in the
eighbourhood of sanufauring towns. Ib this whole parifh, where this dea

- fcription



.24.2 v Statiffical Account

- School~The. fchoolmafter’s falary, paid whelly by the
town,‘ is 100 merks Scotch ; the number of fcholars is about
60 ; the fees for teaching to read Englifh, 1 s. 6 d. a.quarter,
reading and writing, 2 s., Latin, 2 s. 6 d., arithmetic, 3 5. 6d.
The fchoolmafter has alfo an official houfe, with a fmall gar-
den, provided for him by the town. And here, we cannot
- helpobferving with regret, that a body of men, fo highly uieful
to the community as country fchoolmafters, that a body of mes,
from whofe fuccefsful labours Scotland has derived that repu-
tation for literature which the fo defervedly enjoys ; and upon
whofe future labours, the prefervation of this reputation, and
_the profperity of her fons, in every quarter of the globe, muft -
.in a great meafure depend, fhould be, in genersl, {o pootly
provided for by the country.~* Sic vos, non vobis.”

_ Charafler of the People.—~The general charaer of a peo-
ple commonly takes its complexion from their local fituation,
their engagemeots and their purfuits. The public ferry may
juftly be confidered as having been hitherto the ruin of King-
horn, both in re{pe of induftry and morals. It opens, it is true,
an ea{y road to an immediate fubfiftence, but it introduces, at the
{ame time, all thofe vices and miferies to which people are ex-
pofed, whofe time is nothalf occupied, whofe thoughtsare never
w - - : . turned

feription of innocent and ufeful people was once fo numerous; there is only 1 farmer,
who, patriarch-like, has continued this practice of employing and cherithing the
cottager, in its full extent; and in this, he is now become the envy.of all his
‘seighbours around him ; efpecialy in bad harvefts, fuch as we have lately had,
when reapers could not be tempted to come from the towns even for high wa-
ges. There are other effe@s, which might likewife be ftated, as arifing from
-thieubftitution of hired fervants in the place of Cottagers, viz. the diminution
of the quastity, and confequently the rife of the price of feveral ufcful article
~of life, fuch as bntter, eggs, and ponltry
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tarned towards the'acqui-ﬁtion of capital, and whofe 1dom1ook be.
yond the prefent moment. Drunkennefs, diffipation, and de-
" bauchery in youth, poverty and wratchednefls in oldage ; and,
befides this, to fay nothing of the tendency of burgh-politics,
the fcum of the creation continually floating here, cannot fail
to taint whatever it touches. All the banditti and vagabonds
of the country continually pafling and repaffing through this
great thorough-fair, and occafienally ftopping, and lodging for
days and weeks together, cannot fail to poifon the principles,
and to corrupt the morals of thofe with whom they mingle,
and among whom they neftle. Not but that there are ex-
ceptions to be found, even among thofe that are the moft ex-
pofed to thefe temptations. Not but that therc are many
here, as fober, as induftrious, and as refpe&able in their fe-
veral ftations as in any other place. Even where the plague
rages with the gredteft virulence, there are always fome that
ecfcape the fatal infe@ion, And here we moft do juftice to a
clafs of men, whom we have freqnently had occafion to hear
reprefented as drunken, rude, -and infolent to a proverb; we
mean the hoatmen. That fome fuch there are, we readily
admit ; but at the fame time we will venture to affirm, that
there is not in the ifland, nor perhaps in Europe, a public
ferry, where the watermen are, in.general, more alive, more
civil, and more obliging. If to the rough and infoleat, they
fometimes behave with rudenefs, the fault, furely, is not en-
tirely theirs. To their fkill and a&ivity, and even general
fobriety, it may, in fome meafure, be attributed, that there is
not an inflance of fo much as one of thefe boats having been
loft, within the memory of man, or even upon record. With
refpe to the inhabitants of the country parith, who are moft-
ly employed in the culti<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>