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INTRODUCTION TO OUR TWENTYFIRST
VOLUME.

THE present number commences the one and twentieth yearly volume
of the Freemasons’ Monthly Magazine, and we feel that on the present,
even more than on former occasions, the anniversary ought not to be
passed unnoticed by us. Twentyone years mark an important era in the
life of man, limiting, as it does, under our constitutionat law, the period
when each citizen attains his full rights as a man and a member of our
glorious system of self-government. Before he has arrived at that age,
he is still, in the eyes of the Law, a child, unqualified for the discharge
of the citizen’s duties, whether in regard to public affairs or to private
property. He is still *“ under charge of tutors and governors.” It is far
otherwise, however, with a periodical publication, especially in these days
of light and often very evanescent literature, when it is no uncommeon oc-
currence for twenty or thirty literary children, full apparently of strength
and life and vigor, to be born in the spring and perish in the autumn of a

single year, too rapidly realizing the poet’s description of the unstable lot
of man, who
& To.day puts forth

The tender leaves of hope ; to-inorrow blossoms,

And bears his blushing honors thick upon him ;

The third day comes a frost, a killing frost,

And—when he thinks, good easy mnap, full surely

His greatoess is a-ripening—nips his root,

And then—he falls !"

Putting aside, however, these more ephemeral publications, it is a fact
familiar to all, that ten years is a good average duration for any periodical
work at the present day, and any work which has attained that age, has

1



2 INTRODUCTION.

established its claim to be reckoned among what Xenophon would call the
the Telswor ardgeo, or *full-grown men” of the Republic of Letters.
There is, therefore, nothing immodest or presumptuous in our accepting
the fact of an existence—and that with vigor as fresh to-day as it was
twenty years ago—of more than double that length of time, as a proof
of a want widely and deeply felt, and well and faithfully supplied. It is
also a proof, and a very forcible one, of the steady progress and increasing
strength of Masonry, and the more general and more correct appreciation
by the public at large of its pure principles and benevolent, humanizing
character.

Of the felt deficiency of Masonic publications, when we entered upon
this field, we have recently spoken. Of the manner in which we have
endeavored to supply that deficiency we feel restrained from speaking so
freely, lest our readers should be inclined to suspect us of egotism and
vanity. And yet we know such a fear on our part to be ungenerous and
unjust towards our Brethren, whose cheering words and wishes have ever
been so ready to help us along our course of by no means light or easy
duty, and to smooth before us the rugged places of the path. They
know, and they have testified again and again to the industry and fidelity,
with which we have perseveringly endeavored to fulfil the responsible task
which we thus assumed nearly a quarter of a century ago. And our own
heart assures us,-as we look back with a searching eye over the memories
and records of the past, that, whatever have been the deficiencies and
shortcomings of this Masonic Magazine, they have arisen solely from
error of judgment, not from lack of care or dishonesty of purpose. We
have striven to make the publication worthy of our Order—worthy of be-
ing honored with a place in every library as a work of standard reference
on all matters of Masonic interest. We have diligently sought informa-
tion from all sources and authorities, ancient and modern—and, above all,
it has been our constant desire and rule, at all times and on all occasions,
to speak ¢ the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth,” firmly
and unflinchingly, though at the same time in the spirit of Brotherly love

“and kindness. To this record of the past career of the Masonic Monthly
Magazine our Brethren will, we feel assured, bear prompt and generous
testimony: as they will also to the fact that we have ever faithfully and
. firmly striven to maintain against every encroachment and violation the
ANciENT LANDMARKS of our Order, on whose sacred preservation we be-
lieve the stability and usefulness and honor of MasoNrY mainly to de-
pend: and also tv inculcate the constant cxercise, in every phase and
circumstance of public and private life, of that spirit of benevolence and
brotherly kindness, the full and free working of which is one of the surest
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tests of our being Masons, not alone by the initiation of the Ritual, but
by the inspiration of the love of God and man into our hearts.

In our last number we felt it to be a duty to state with somewhat of
plainness, the position in which we were placed, showing the sacrifices
that had been already made by us, and the need of increased support to
save us from incurring such a further amount of loss as would involve a
breach of duty to those having the nearest and most solemn claims upon
us. If that appeal has not yet added any such number to our subscription
list, as would balance the loss sustained within the last year by the with-
drawal of so many Southern subscriptions and the stoppage of communi-
cation between North and South, still it has been the means of calling
forth many kind and brotherly expressions of sympathy and support,
which have been a most welcome consolation and counterbalance to the
trials that we, in common with all our countrymen—professions, classes,
or individuals—have had lately to undergo.

When considering, therefore, whether we would still continue the pub-
lication of this Magazine, we felt that we must not regard the subject
from any narrow or selfish point of view, but chiefly from the two broad
stand points of Love to our CounTry, and LovE to our OrpER. Has the
Monthly Masonic Magazine done any good service to these two great and
noble principles and causés? Cao it still serve them in any degree, how-
ever feeble? These were the questions we put to ourselves, and our
heart and conscience have answered vEs to both.

Masonry, as we have shown in recent numbers, is presented, in the
events of the unhappy Civil War which is now distracting these once so
happy United States, with a wide field for the exercise of divine principles
and that active charity, of which it is the great exponent and advocate.
The more widespread the suffering and misery entailed on the nation
and on individuals by this wicked war, all the more urgent is the call
for the great heart of Masonry to expand and pour forth in more rapid
circulation and in freer flow, the life-blood of its charity throughout the
land! As we have shown on former occasions, the Masonic Order has
now attained a standard of strength and reputation unequalled in any
former time, and the fact seems to us a sufficient proof that there is some
great and important work for it to do. In God’s moral Universe no great
agency is created or permitted but for some adequate object, and such an
agency as this—so beneficent, so powerful, and so all-pervading— has not
been, we solemnly believe, allowed to reach so high a point of stability
and power without having allotied to it a proportionate sphere of useful
and effective action. May MasoNRy—may every Mason realize this
fact—rise to the proper sense of his high and solemn duty, and now, in
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this dark trial-hour of his country, strive to cheer that darkness and alle-
viate the trial, by a faithful cultivation and exercise of true Masonic
CaariTy and MEgcy !

Circumstances and the wise action of the Grand Lodges of the several
States, have already paved the way for the cultivation of the Masonic
spirit ip the army, by the establishment of a large number of Lodges in
the different regiments. Since the breaking out of the Rebellion, about
forty Lodges have, upon the receipt of petitions duly and properly drawn
up, been opened in the army of the United States. It would be super-
fluous to point out what a great source of comfort these must be to our
Brethren, who are bravely risking life and limb in defence of their country
and its Constitution. The lessons of the Lodge will also tend to keep
alive and vigorous that spirit of charity, for which the camp and the batile-
field are likely, alas! 10 afford only too many painful opportunities of
exercise. Viewed even in this light alone, we consider the establishment
of these Lodges to be a just cause of satisfaction and congratulation, not
only to all the members of our Brotherhood, but to the army and country
at large—to our misguided foes as well as our staunch and loyal friends.

There is also another point of view not to be disregarded. The effec-
tive strength of an army greatly depends on its perfect discipline, and its
unanimity of spirit. The iron sway of a strict commander may ensure
the former, but Love is a mightier power than Feag, and love alone can
fully secure the latter. In the monarchical countries of Europe, where
the masses are, for the most part, less enlightened and educated than with
us, it is deemed unsafe to admit private soldiers to membership in the
army Lodges. With us there is no such restriction, nor any need of it.
Education is universal in these States, and many of our privates are as
well-informed and as cultivated in mind as their officers ; and are therefore
fully fitted to meet them on brotherly terms of association in the Lodge.
And this association, so far from weakening the ties of military discipline,
will greatly strenghten them, for, in the first place, RESPECT and 0BEDIENCE
to AUTHORITY are amongst the most essential rules and principles of Ma-
sonry, so that the true Mason can never be an insubordinate soldier : and,
secondly, how greatlly must the soldier’s courage be stimulated and his
hand and heart strengthened, as he marches on to the field on which
awaits him

* A quick death or glorious victory,”
when he knows that in the Colonel and the Captain who are leading him
and his companions on, he has not commanders only, but friends and
BRETHREN !
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UNION LODGE, NANTUCKET.

Tais is one of the oldest, as it is one of the most respectable Lodges
in Massachusetts. It received its Charter in May, 1771, and has conse-
quently been in existence ninely years: and it is a remarkable circum-
stance that it to-day holds the same relative rank among the Lodges in the
State that it held on the day of its inauguration in 1771, viz. : number
JSire. This is to be accounted for by the fact that several of the earlier
Lodges had previously ceased to exist, while others, located out of the
State, though within the jurisdiction, were subsequently transferred to
the roll of other Grand Lodges. We have not the meuns at hard of
sketching even a brief history of the *island Lodge,” but our impression
is that it has never atany period of its existence ceased to hold its regular
monthly meetings : and we are quite certain that there are few, if any,
Lodges in the jurisdiction, located within fifty miles of Boston, that have
been so ofien represented in the Grand Lodge, or more punctual in the
payment of their quarterly dues. This is the more creditable to the
Lodge, when it is remembered that Nantucket is something more than a
hundred miles from Boston and about thirty from the main land, and that
until within a very few vears past several days were required to perform
the journey between the two places.

The communication is now by railroad and steamboat ; and at the pro-
per season of the year the 'trip is a very agreeable one. At least we
found it so in a recent excursion there, in company with the M. W. Grand
Master. The passage across the *sound” is performed by a staunch
and well-appointed steamer in about two hours and a quarter, and in a
smooth sea is a delightfully pleasant sail, though we can readily imagine
that it may occasionally be otherwise to persons of a billious tempera-
ment. ‘

The island is about fifteen miles in length and from three to five in
width. The town is pleasantly situated at the head of a fine harbor, on
the north shore, and contains, we think, about six thousand inhabitants,
the whole population of the island being between eight and nine thousand.
It bears evidence of having once been a flourishing and prosperous place ;
but the falling off of the whale fisheries has seriously affected it in all its
business relations. The great fire of 1846, which swept away the largest
part of the business section of the town, destroying about a million of
dollars in property, was a calamity from which the island has never re-
covered ; and if we add to these the heavy losses sustained by the more
wealthy and business men of the place, by the French cruisers, for which
our own Government has never yet been honest enough to award any in-
demnity, we need not look further for the reasons for the present un-
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promising condition of the business character of the place. But notwith-
standing all these misfortunes and drawbacks, the people seem to be
comfortable livers and contented. We understand they are turning their
attention to manufacturing and agricultural pursuits. The soil, to the eye-
of the stranger, does not hold out any very strong indications of success
in the latter business, though we are told very good crops are obtained
from it.

In the evening of the day of our arrival on the island we met the
Brethren at the Lodge-room. The attendance was large, and our re-
ception cordial. Having been introduced into the Lodge, the W. Master,
Brother Robinson, addressed the M. W. Grand Master as follows :—

Most Worskipful Grand Master—Partaking largely in that feeling of respect and
regard which is so justly due, and is so universally entertained for the distingnished
head of our ancient and honorable Order in our beloved Commonwealth, who, with
such untiring fidelity and zeal, with such credit to himself and benefit to the Craft
in general, so successfully performs the important and responsible duties of his
honorable and exalted office, we would beg leave to express to you our high ap-
preciation of the honor conferred upon us by this agreeable visit, and the satisfac-
tion it gives us as an evidence of your favorable consideration and regard ; and we
would hereby most cordially extend to you a sincere and hearty welcome.

In justice to ourselves, permit me to say, Most Worshipful, that during the past
year we have passed through a season peculiarly depressing in its influences upon
the prosperity of Masonry in all sections of our State, to a greater or less degree,
but especially so among us here. The great and 'terrible National crisis which is
upon us, s of itself sufficient to retard the progress of the Order, and when we add
to this the local influences bearing upon us in the constant and rapid decline of our
business resources as a town, it may afford some excuse should we be compelled to
confess to some falling off or suspension of interest in the Lodge, and consequently
some degree of inefficiency in its working condition.

We trust, therefore, Most Worshipful, that under all the circumstances, without
going farther into detail, you will be pleased to look leniently upon whatever may
seem to detract from or lessen our claim to that degree of working efficiency, to
which we have heretofore felt entitled, by your cheering words of encouragement
upon a former occasion, as well as by the credit awarded us by our lamented Bro.
Baxter, late D. D. G. M. for this Masonic district. But although our working-tools
may have grown somewhat rusty and dull from lack of work, we trust the valuable
lessons they symbolize and inculcate will ever continue to be our rule and guide,
and that when we meet you again it will be under happier auspices, and under
brighter skies,

And to you, Right Worshipful Brother Moore, as Grand Secretary of the Grand
Lodge of Massachusetts, ** known and read of all” Masons, if not of * all men,” we
would also offer our warmest greeting and welcome upon this your first visit to our
Lodge, and to our sea-girt island home.

Permit me to add also, that although but few of us have before had the privilege
of meeting with you in person, yet knowing of your long and valuable services as
an officer of the Grand Lodge ; of your deep research and extensive information
upon all maiters of Masonic history and jurisprudence ; of the invaluable additions
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to the literature of the Order which have emanated from your pen; in a word, of
your long continued and faithful devotion to the cause of Masonry, we find it hard
to convince ourselves that this is indeed the first time we have met.

We therefore greet you with the welcome, not only of Brethren of the Order,
but of old acquaintance and friendship,—and we would express the earnest hope
that the day may still be far distant in the future which shall deprive the Grand
Lodge of the services of so able and efficient an officer, and the Fraternity at large
of the counsels and assistance of so worthy and faithful a member.

Responses to the above were made by the visitors, and brief and appro-
priate addresses were made by Judges Marston and Day, (who were in
attendance on the Superior Court,) and by members of the Lodge : among
the latter were several who had been Masons from thirty to forty years;
one, we think, fiftysix years. The meeting was an exceedingly interest-
ing one, and we cannot doubt that it was also a profitable one, to both the
Lodge and visitors. The hall is neat, comfortable and convenient, and
we could discover no reason why the Brethren should not enjoy their
meetings, and feel a just pride in the continued prosperity and excellent
condition of their ancient and respectable Lodge.

STROLLS AMONG THE WORKMEN.
NO. 5. )
OFFICE SEEKING.

Dear Bro. Moore—The ambitious office seeker violates the moral teachings of
Freemasonry and perverts Masonic emulation. The success and perpetuity of
Freemasonry depend, not so much upon the zeal and activity of its membership,
in the ordinary routine of work imposed by the Ritual, as upon the faithfulness
and assiduity with which its moral teachings are inculcated and carried out into
practice. These instructions embrace the fundamental principles of the Order
and impart to it the health, vitality and power which constitute its grandeur. To
be effective in producing rich clustered fruits and consequences equal to the
high expectations of its friends, these moral principles should not only be the
rule and guide of our conduct, but should be cherished with the most assiduous
care. It is among this particular class of duties that the finer feelings of our
nature are called into requisition, and in which we are enjoined lo emulate each
other in our work and deportment—divesling ourselves entirely of all selfish
personal considerations, thus merging the feelings of the man in the Mason.

This precept encourages a well governed anxiety to excel others in love and
kind offices while endeavoring to beautify and adorn the moral edifice. With-
out doing violence to this principle of emulation, its spirit may be expanded as
1o embrace many of the various iucidents oceurring in the course of a Mason’s
experience. Should attainments and qualifications manifest themselves in
others superior to our own, this spirit enables us to magnify their labors and ex-
tend to such our hearty co-operation and support, willingly retiring from a con-
tention with them for preference and favor. The same spirit induces a feeling
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of gralification that others are found preferable and more capable than ourselves
of fulfilling the duties imposed by the office and really to enjoy their elevation.
Such is true Masonic emulation, and is the character of a contention suggested
by the natural impulses of a simple-hearted Mason, who holds the welfare of the
initiation above his own personal exaltation.

Notwithstanding this principle pervades the moral structure of Freemasonry,
and is perfectly consistent with its wise and well-digested landmarks and regula-
tions, and by symbols, and otherwise, solemly impressed upon the’miud and heart
of every candidate passing ils portals and merging from the lesser to the more
comprehensive knowledge of its beauties and grandeur, it is, nevertheless, often
lost sight of or entirely disregarded by those of our Brethren whose extreme
anxiety to possess the emblem of authority leads them, willingly, to sacrifice all
moral restraints and personal refinement. It is this morbid anxiety for office that
has entailed npon the Order many of the existing evils it has to contend with,
and which more or less affect its high moral standard. There is no abuse to
which the Institution is subjected, or errors which find their way in amoug us,
more pernicious in their tendencies and effects, than this one of personal
aggrandizement. It loosens the ties of fraternal regard and impairs the open-
hearted candor which characterizes the Brotherbood in their relations to each
other and to their respective Lodges. Although its indulgence may not positively
oppose any formal general regulation, it does, notwithstanding, come in conflict
with the moral 1eachings of the Order, and will prove subversive of those leading
social affinities which secure the happiness and prosperity of 3 Lodge.

This morbid propensity for office in Masonry is not only a pernicious evil, but
a most vital one. Its gratification involves necessarily many of the most delicate
points in its moral structure. It carries the ambitious Brother beyond a legiti-
mate emulation into a positive strife for place, regardless of the means necessary
to its success. He seems willingly, by artifice or otherwise, to supplant his
Brother in office or in the estimation and affections of his Brethren ; undermining
instead of strengthening him, and backbiting instead of extolling and comforting
him. Those persons whose unholy aspirations lead them in this direction find
no impeachment an impassable barrier and no device, howsoever startling in
deformity, too hideous for their embrace. They are all things to all men, zeal-
ous, humble, amiable, affable and benevolent, each in its turn as circumstances
may require. They are excessively active in all the business details of a
Lodge, taking a general supervision, busy with everybody’s business, and offi-
cious in every office. They intrude their opinion upon every topic, and so
anxious are they to occupy a conspicuous position and gain notoriety, that they
are oftentimes led into most extravagant absurdities.

I have already intimated that the ambitious propensities of some of our mis-
guided Brethren induce a line of conduct incompatible with the refined princi-
ples of a gentleman and are altogether detrimental to them as Masons. There
is a significant fact connected with this maiter which should not be lost sight of
entirely, and that is, that, in almost every instance, those who resort to such un-
due measures lo secure an elevation to office, are those who are either incom-
petent for the situation ur deficient in altractive social qualifications. True merit
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finds favor through a legitimate channel without a necessity for a resort to unma-
sonic means to secure success. Vanity is a very strong ingredient in the com-
position of ambitions men. They seem to forget that modesty oftentimes hides
a talent which others may perceive and circumstances soon develope. Those
who possess these virtues cannot remain long in obscurity, their services will
always be called into requisition so soon as a proper period arrives, without any
extraneous effort on their part becoming necessary, Others such as I have
described pay no regard to what may be deemed necessary qualifications.
Their sole idea is to possess the situation, t that end they are led from one degree
of wrong 1o another, until they are perfectly indifferent as to consequences ; they
pull down those who, in office, stand in their way ; they insidiously worm them-
selves into the confidence of those they wish to use ; succeeding in this, their
sobtlety soon proves effectual against the object of their assault. The amiable
qualities of the Brother assailed, afford no security to his hitherto unsullied re-
putation ; his moral virtues and even his profession of religion are used as
miseels to impair his influence and destroy his usefuluess; his superior quali-
fications are urged as reasous why he should be superceded; his zeal and effi-
ciency in giving tone and character to the Lodge and his personal efforts to excite
an interest in the meetings, all are made subservient to the machinations of
these scheming office seekers,

But I bhave traced the course of these gentlemen with sufficient minuteness
for all practical purposes. 1 cry their mercy, should its details find a locality
among them. It seems important, however, that an exposition should be had,
not only for the general benefit of the Institution, but for the safety of our Lodges.
I am satisfied that it is by such means the peace and harmony of very many of
our well constructed Lodges have been either seriously impaired or totally des-
troyed. By thus calling attention to this subject, the Lodges may be induced to
scrutinize more closely the proclivities of their active members, with a view of
rewarding merit and rebuking tricksters. I sincerely trust, however, that in thus
bringing to light the errors of the artful, I may not excite an erroneous suspicion
against the innocent and worthy. I should deprecate any such consequences,
and would therefore earnestly invoke the Brethren to a wise and judicious dis-
crimination when required to judge between these swo classes. This can easily
be accomplished,—the tissue is but slight at best which veils the motive of

“these parties,—easily penetrated, and their object as easily understood. It is
lamentable (I liked to have said remarkable) that any one can be found willing
to risk their reputation npon an adventure so hazardous with so fitful an honor as
the prize. It is true they may enjoy their successful elevation and be elated by
its momentary pleasures, but its seductive exhiliralion must soon pass away,
succeeded by a reaction more humiliating and destructive than was their upward
flight agreeable and happy.

How 1o eradicate these errors and rid the Institution of the evils incident to
their indulgence, is a matter of serious moment, and, I fear, difficult to accom-
plish. The propensity to govern and command seems interwoven with the very
nature of some men, rendering a moral corrective impotent, when, in fact, that
character of remedy should be, with Masons, the most effective. The most con-

2
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genial mode of remedying this malady would be to educate it out of the heart*
If those persons who are under its control would suffer themselves to be guided
by Masonic teachings; be schooled in love, which teaches self-sacrifice ; in
benevolence, which teaches deference, and in humility, which makes us sensi-
ble of our imperfections and deficiencies, there might be some hope of a re-
formation. These are certainly the most fitting remedies, but the one most
likely to be successful is that which measurably withdraws the glittering at-
tractions which now environ the Master’s office. This stop is practicable and
may be effected without violaling any Landmark or trespassing upon any in-
herent right. The peculiarities of the Master’s office prevent any very great
modifications, as its inherent prerogatives cannot be withdrawn or abridged, but
the immunities which®have hitherto aitended and followed the service, may
with impunity be modified so as to remove the incentives which excite the am-
bitious proclivities of the office seeker. This has already been done to some
extent, in some jurisdictions, by frittering away certain conceded rights which
were formerly held by Past Masters, uutil now they possess no special right but
that of eligibility to office. To make perfect the cure, (and it is 10 that I wish
particularly to draw attention,) is to take from the Master and Wardens the right
they now possess, by virtue of their office, to membership in the Grand Lodge.
Remove this modern constitutional privilege and the aitraction to the office luses
its principal charm. The Institution would then be rid of an objectional class of
officers, and would eventually secure the services of those who are much more
worthy of consideration. All affiliated Master Masons should be eligible to a
seat in the Grand Lodge. While such a provision would not deprive a Lodge
the privilege of sending its Master to represent it, it would, at the same tlime,
possess the power to elect some other member as such, who, in point of intellect,
education and experience, might be more suitable for the position. 8o radical a
change in our internal policy, of course, cannot be effected without great solici-
tade on the part of the Brotherhood, but a careful investigation will salisfy them,
I doubt not, of its permanent utility.
Yours, truly and fraternally, D.

CHARITIES OF THE MASONIC HEART.

TuE universal charity of a Mason is like the Mason’s God, and his God is the
God of Love. Masonic charily is the charity in the heart—he thinks no evil of
his Brother, he cherishes no designs against him. It is charity upon the tongue,
also—he speaks no evil, bears no false wiiness, defames no character, blasts no
repatation ; he knows that to take away a good name is to commit an evil, the
damage of which no wealth can repay. No! it is of more value than great
riches ; rubies cannot re-purchase it; the gold of Opbir cannot gild it again to
its original beauty. It is charity in the hand, also—he anticipates his poorer
Brother’s wants, he visits the cottage of poverty and the house of sickness, and
there he finds the very back which he ought to clethe, the very mouth which he
ought to feed, the wound which he ought 1o heal, the sickness which he ought
to cure, and, perhaps, also the very mind which he ought to instruct before it can
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be fitted for an eternal world. Thus, the heart, the fongue, the hand, of the
really Free and Accepted Mason, are warmly engaged and diligently exercised
in all those grand principles of our sacred fraternity, which reuder it, in its na-
ture and effects, so much like that amiable band whose love to each other so
forcibly convinced their adversaries, as to draw from them that honorable ex-
clamation, ‘¢ See, Aow these Christians love I

THE ENGLISH MASONIC SCHOOLS ANDOTHER
CHARITIES.

Wk find in the London Freemasons’ Magazine of Sept. 21st, last, an able and
interesting article in answer to a lady correspondent who objects to Freemasonry
as ‘‘ a pleasant pastime,” productive of inore evil-than good, and from which we
take the following extracts as giving an interesting sketch of the magnificent
charities of our English Brethren, as well as illustrating the practical workings
of the Institution :—

¢ We shall not dilate at any length on the benefits which most accrue to young
men by increasing their connections in life, for we hold that no man should enter
into Freemasonry with the view of deriving, either directly or indirectly, any ad-
vantage for himself—but rather with the view of endeavoring to confer benefits
on his fellow-creaturcs. Freemasonry may be truly said to break down all the
barriers which differences of country and of creed have raised amongst men, and
to have established a true bond of friendship amongst men who might otherwise
have remained strangers to each—and to any man whose lot is cast amongst those
whase duty convey them to many lands, it is of incalculable advantage in at once
furnishing him with a ready introduction to, and a cordial welcome by, those to
whom, to be known as a Mason, is at once to be acknowledged as a Brother.
How cheering must it be for the soldier, on his arrival at some strange and dis-
tant station of India, to find established a Lodge in which he is received with
open arms, and in virtue of his Masonic character, at once introduced iuto the
best society of the place—society into which his rank as a soldier would probably
ultimately gain him adinission, though only by slow degrees, and perhaps scarcely
before he has been called upon to proceed to some other quarters, to go through
the same process again.

* But these are not -advantages which are likely to be appreciated by a Free-
mason’s Wife, and we will therefore speak of those graceful adjuncts to Free-
masonry nearer home—which, though no absolute part of our system, certainly
cannnt be separated from it—at least in England—our Charities. We know not
whether a Freemason’s Wife has ever heard of our Girl’s School—we are sure
she has never visited it, or she wowld not ask us what benefit is to be derived
from being a Mason. We, therefore, invite her to tuke an early opportunity of
visiting St. John’s Hill, Battersea Rise, and inspect for herself the admirable ar-
rangements there made for the maintenance and education of eighty children of
decayed Freemasons, many of whom are orphans, and who, but for the practical
benevolence of the Craft of which their fathers were members, would have no
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home but the workhouse, no prospect in the future than of becoming pauper
servants, whilst at St. John’s Hill they are carefully brought up, religiously and
usefully instructed, and when of sufficient age, placed either in the care of
friends or in such situations that they may become not merely useful members of,
but even ornaments to society. We would inforin a Freemason’s Wife that the
noble pile to which we have now invited her, took ite rise from very humble be-
ginnings, the institution having been founded in 1788 ¢ for the purpose of clothing,
educating, and maintaining an unlimited number of female children, orphans or
otherwise, of Brethren belonging to the Ancient and Honorable Society of Free
and Accepted Masons of England, whose reduced circumstances in life may pre-
vent their affording their female offspring a suitable education.’ In 1793 the first
school-house was erected in St. George’s Fields, and though established for the
education, &c., of an * unlimited’ number of pupils, it was for many years practi-
cally limited by the funds at its disposal, notwithstanding which it effected a
large amourt of good. At the expiration of the lease of the old building the
present school-house was built on freehold land at a cost of something like
£12,000, and eighty pupils are now received and educated on a system consistent
with the requirements of the day, and though it is a proud boast during the last
twentytwo or three years there has been no approved candidate who has not found
admission to the school, yet with the increase of Freemasonry and increase of
means, we find the number of candidates also increasing, so that it is now under
the consideration of the committee how best to enlarge the establishment so as
to receive a larger number of pupils than at present. Since the establishment of
the school something like 800 children have passed through it,and been returned,
educated, to their friends whilst ‘ those who had no home have been provided
with suitable situations or apprenticed to respectable trades, in which they have
invariably so conducted themselves as to deserve and receive the commendation
of their employers and the approbation of their benefactors.” This school is
supported by the voluntary contributions of Freemasons, and we claim for it a
place amongst the benefits which Freemasonry bestows upon society, but which
our correspondent may perhape consider No. 1 of our *evil’ work.

¢ We next advise a Freemason’s Wife to visit Wood Green, Tottenham, where
she will see 70 boys, the orphans of deceased, or sons of reduced Freemasons,
equally cared for with the girls at St. John’s Hill. This school is of rather
modern date, having only been inaugurated in 1857, when twentyfive boys were
admitted, (the premises having cost £3500,) a number which has been since in-
creased to seventy. But though we have had the school so short a time, the In-
stitution was originally established in 1798, ¢ with the benevolent intention,’ as
stated in the original Report, ¢ of preserving from the danger of vice and im-
morality the infant sons of deceased and unfortunate Freemasons, by furnishing
them with decent clothing and a plain gducation, and ultimately apprenticing
them to suitable trades, so as to qualify them to fill, with advantage to themselves
and credit to the Craft, those situations in life to which it should please Divine
Providence to call them; and, acting upon the true principles of Masonry,
children of all religious denominations, and wherever resident, are eligible to be
adinitted candidates from the age of seven to ten, provided the fathers have been
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three years Masons, duly registered in the Grand Lodge Books, and continued
subscribing Members to a Lodge two years. After their admission they continue
to be clothed, furnished with all necessary books, and educated at schools adja-
cent to their residence, until they attain the age of fourteen ; when, if they are
found deserving, a premium, not exceeding five pounds, is allowed towards
placing them out apprentice, or finding them clothes.” From that time to the
present upwards of 900 boys have been educated and assisted in the world ; and
the new school was established with the view of bringing the boys under more
careful supervision and giving a better education than could be attained under
the old system; and by adding maintenance to the advantages offered, the ex-
penditure has been necessarily largely increased. Whilst, however, the advan-
tages of the school-house are offered to all the boys elected, they are not forced
upon them; but those whose friends object to their entering the school on the
ground of their religious creed, are allowed to be educated under the old system.
We should observe that the boys receive a first-class commercial education, with
instruction in the French language, that where the parents or friends of the pupils_
desire it, and their own conduct deserve the indulgence, they are kept to the age
of fifteen, and the apprenticeship fee has been raiced from £5 to £15. We
should also state that the total regular income of the institution is only about
£550 per annum, whereas the expenditure last year exceeded £2 300, the balance
being entirely provided by the voluntary contributions of the Brethren. This
we claim as a further benefit conferred by Freemasonry on society ; and rank it
as the second of our ¢ evil’ works.

“ We would next request a Freemason’s Wife to visit East Croydon, and a little
to the left of the railway, proceeding from London, she will s¢e a rather hand-
some brick building, to which she should at once make her way, as this is the
Royal Freemasons’ Asylum, in which are lodgzed twentyeight annuitants, being
decayed Freemasons, or their widows (the building is adspted for thirtyfour),
who, in addition to their apartinents with, under present arrangements, fuel and
candles, have annuities varying from £20 to £30 a year, according to the age at
which they were elected. Let a Freemason’s Wife converse with these poor

people, and then tell us whether this asylum is a Masonic benefit, or another
work of ¢ evil.

“ But this is not all that is done for the aged Mason and his widow, for after
the last election in May, we had on the books of the Royal Benevolent Institution
for Aged Masons and their Widows, 77 male annuitants, receiving in the aggre-
gate £1736 a year, and 44 female annuitants, receiving amongst them £9G0 a
year ; and though the inale fund was only established in 1842, and the Widows’
Fund in 1849, 192 decayed Freemasons and 56 Widows have already received
the benefits of the Institution—its advantages having been more than doubled
during the last three or four years, through the exertions of a few Brethren in
obtaining for the [nstitution the benefit of an annual instead of a triennial festival,
which was all that was originally allowed, lest it should interfere with the sup-
port given to the Boys’ and Girls’ Schools—whilst experience has proved that as
one Masonic Charity advances in prosperity, so do the others. The Royal Benev-
olent Institution is supported by grants from Grand Lodge and Grand Chapter,
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in right of which every Lodge and Chapter in the United Kingdom are entitled
to votes for annuitants and the voluntary donations of the Brethren, the latter
constituting three-fourths of the income—and now generally reaching close upon
£3000 per annum. We should not omit to observe that the widows of male an-
nuitants receive one-half of the annuities of their deceased husbands for a period
of three years, in order to give them an opportunity of being elected on the
Widows’ Fund—and we do not recollect an instance where she has not been
elected within the given time. There are four such annuitants at the present
moment, receiving between them £50 per annum,

‘¢ Is the Royal Benevolent Institution for aged Masons and their Widows to be
ranked as a benefit bestowed by Freemasonry, or another of its ¢ evil’ works 2

 Nor are these all the charities appertaining to our Order. Out of every pay-
ment made by a Brother at a Lodge, a portion—but a small portion it is true—
has to be paid over to the officials of Grand Lodge, to form a general Fund of
Benevolence, now amounting to about £20,000, which is administered by a Board
consisting of the Masters of the various Lodges, and other P. M.’s and P. Grand
Officers, who meet once a month to consider applications for relief, and who dis-
pense something like £2,000 a year, in sums varying from £3 to £100, according
to the necessities of the case—thus the distressed foreigner, who has no clains
on the Freemasons of England, excepting the one that is always acknowledged,
of being a Brother and in want, is enabled to return to his home with a trifle in
his pocket to assist him in the world ; the tradesman who has been unfortunate is
furnished with the means of recommencing business ; the decayed Brother of
supporting himself until he can be elected on the annuity fund ; or the widow
placed in the way of obtaining a maintenance for herself and children.

¢ This, then, is another of the benefits derivable from Freemasonry, and cannot,
we believe, be deemed, even by a Freemason's Wifc, as an *evil’ work.

“ As a practical example may, however, be more convincing than a thousand
arguments, we will proceed briefly to point out by a recent case how our system
of benevolence acts. A short time since a lady arrived in this country from Cal-
cutta, with her children, her object being to make arrangements for their educa-
tion, the father being a junior partner in a large mercantile firm, to which he had
been but recently admitted afler long ycars of faithful service. The first inform-
ation, however, that the unfortunate lady received on her arrival was that her hus-
band had died from cholera after a very few days illness, leaving her and her
family unprovided for, and almost destitute in a foreign country. In this
emergency, to whom could she look? Luckily she recollected that her husband
was a Freemason. The requisite introductions and proofs were obtained, and
one, if not two, children were received into the Masonic schools, and the widow
was granted £50 to assist her to return to Calcutta, where she had every prospect
of providing for herself.

“ Even at the approaching election for the Boys’ School, there is a case of a can-
didate which peculiarly shows the advantages of the Order, and we quote it not
for the purpose of advocaling the claims of one candidate over another, but to
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show to a Freemason's Wife that Masonry is something more than a pleasant
pastime and does not consist wholly in good dinners. The case we allude to is
that of Harry Jenkin, an orphan, aged ten years, whose father, Richard Jenkin,
was initiated in the Lodge of Industry, No. 219, of which he continued a sub-
scribing member for twelve years, huving served the office of W, M. in 1852.
He was engaged for nearly twenty years in Her Majesty’s office of Woods and
Works, and was much respected. His death took place in October, 1860, leaving
the candidate an orphau, the mother having died a few years previously. The
only surviving relative is an uncle, who having administered to the effects of his
late brother, decamped with the proceeds, leaving the boy utterly destitute, with
no haven in view but the parish workhouse, from which he was providentially
rescued by the exertions of two or three Brethren, who knew the father in his
prosperity, and have taken on themselves the charge of his orphan child until he
can obtain admission into our school, and the names of which Brethren we would
publish did we not feel that they do not desire to take any merit to themselves for
having rescued a Brother’s child from misery and want.

“We could go on enumerating cages where Masonry has done good rather
than ¢ evil,’ nntil our pages were niore than filled, but feel it unnecessary to do
80 ; and therefore will content ourselves by directing the attention of a Freemason’s
Wife to only one other case, which created considerable attention at the time. A
few years sincea Rev. Bro. Huett, the Prov. G. Chaplain of Essex, who possessed
one of those so-called livings on which a man can barely do more than starve,
but who was just beginning to make a literary reputation, died, leaving five or
six children literally destitute, the furditure being seized for rent almost before
the body of the deceased was out of the house. The Brethren of Essex took up
the case, by the aid of a letter from the M. W. G. Master, an appeal was made
to the various Lodges throughout the kingdom, which resulted in the collection
of something like £2000, which was placed in the hands of trustees, and by
which the whole of the children were not only brought up in respectability, but a
handsome residue left for division amongst them when they arrived of age.

“In enamerating what is done by Freemasons, we should do wrong were we to
omit to mention that, irrespective of all the various funds we have alluded to
that the majority of Prov. Grand Lodges, and also private Lodges, possess funds
of their own through which large sums are dispensed, not only for the relief of
the Brethren, but also in assisting local charities—and that West Lancashire
poesesscs an excellent educational institution of its own, the rules of which,
however, we do not possess.

% Neither does Freemasonry confine its charity to its awn members—for, at the
time of the Crimean War, the G. Lodge voted £1000 to the Patriotic Fund, and
a like amount was grapted in aid of the fund to relieve the distress caused by the
mutiny in India, sums which represent but a small portion of what was absolutely
subscribed by Freemasons, either throngh their private Lodges or in their indi-
vidual character as citizens—and we cannot take up the list of any of the prin-
cipal Charities which do such honor to our kingdom without recognizing the
names of many of our most distinguished Masons.”
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GRAND LODGE OF ILLINOIS.

Wk are indebted to the politeness of R. W. Bro. Reynolds, Grand Secretary,
for a copy of the report of the committee on correspondence, and also of the
Grand Master’s address, before the Grand Lodge of Illinois, at its annual session
in October last,

The report is from the accomplished pen of Bro. Reynolds, and is a concise
and comprehensive review of the proceedings of the several Grand Lodges of the
countey. In the notice of the proceedings of the Grand Lodge of Alabama, we
find the following decision of that body in a case of

PERSONAL SLANDER :
In this case the defendant was found guilty of using harsh, intemperate and most
unmasonic language of a Brother Mason, impeaching alike his veracity and in-
tegrity, and the punishment assessed was simply a reprimand. An appeal was
taken because of the inadequate punishment, and in the opinion of your committee
based upon the evidence in the case, the appeal was well taken. We regard the
punishment assessed by the Lodge as insufficient -in this case. The offending
Brother should at least have been suspended, and we recommend the Grand Lodge
to increase the punishment assessed by the subordinate Lodge to that extent.

AN INTERESTING CASE.
The following case in jurisprudence involves several important decisions and
will be read with interest by our readers. It occurred in Minnesota :—

Charges were preferred against Charles Symonds in Ancient Landmark Lodge,
No. 5, accusing him of speaking evil of a Brother Mason—talking about Masons to
those not Masons—slandering the Grand Master—attempting to cheat a Mason—re-
fusing to comply with his contract with a Brother—and endeavoring to injure a
Mason's female relative by inuendo.

The Lodge deferred action until after a time when the accuser was compelled to
be absent ; the necessity for the absence being well known to the Lodge.

The committee to whom the matter was referred in the Grand Lodge, say that
the mode of conducting the trial after this time, and the manner of taking and pre-
serving the testimony were highly censurable, and yet, that testimony sustained the
charges, and that the Lodge acquitted the accused. Thereupon, the matter was
brought to the attention of the Grand Master, who suspended the accused ; upon
this, the Lodge passed resolutions censuring the Grand Master, and in return be
suspended those who voted for the resolutions.

In support of the Grand Master, the committee allege that the testimony was
plain and convincing—that a failure to convict was equivalent to the impeachment
of the Masonic honor of the witnesses brought to sustain the charges, and that a
refusal to convict upon the testimony, was a grave offence against the spirit of our
institutions, and that the‘action of the Grand Master in suspending the offending
Brethren, instead of arresting the Charter of the Lodge, was lenient and con-
siderate.

A resolution reported by the committee declaring the accused guilty of unmasonic
conduct was adopted 4S to 16 ; another, expelling him by 62 to 4 ; a third, cen-
suring the Lodge by 62 to 4, and a fourth sustaining the Grand Master by 53 to 10.

COMPLIMENTARY.

The report says—¢‘ As jurists, however, Grand Master EnarLisu (Allorney
General) of Arkansas, and Bro. C. W. Moore of Massachusetts, are safe to fol-
low. Their decisions have stood the test of time and criticism.”
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FAMILY DIFFICULTIES.

In our last report, a very prevalent practice of parading the family dJifficulties
and differences in Grand Lodges, before the Masonic world, was objected to, as be-
ing unnecessary and unmasovnic. The committees ou Masonic Correspondence can
do 8o if they choose, but as a matter of expediency, it was then and still is our
opinion, that it is akin to talking about ones neighbors, a* practice of far more in-
jury than advantage, unless there be some particular principle iavolved, which the
Craft should have explained to them.

The report closes with appropriate and affectionate notices of several eminent
Brethren who have deceased during the past year.

The address of Grand Master Buck, which follows in the pamphlet before us,
is an ably written and interesting paper, distinguished by the good sense and
practical wisedom which have characterized the official course of its estimable
author. The opening paragraph of the address is both eloquent and earnest :—

“ One year since,” is its language, ‘* we met while our country was at peace, at
home and abroad. Now we meet, in the midst of preparations for war, and not
far removed from the roar of cannon, the blast of the bugle, and the horrid, un.
earthly din of carnage and battle. One year since, we beheld the familiar faces
of friends whom we shall never see on earth again. Now, as we assemble, let us
pause, and present ourselves before Him who is invisible, and render thanks for the
health he has permitted us to enjoy, for the blessings and mercies vouchsafed, and
the plenty with which he has crowned our labors; let us earnestly invoke his
blessing upon our deliberations and upon our beloved Order ; let us fervently pray
that he will interpose his protecting arm in the affairs of our beloved country,
restore tranquility, incline the hearts of the people to each other, and induce them
once sgain, in a spirit of loyalty and devotion to the highest good of our race, and
of our Government, to be united with a * three fold cord, which cannot quickly be
broken.’ Let us humble ourselves beneath His Mighty Hand, so that in these our
days of trial, He may be pleased to bestow on us the light of His reconciled coun-
tenance, and grant us wisdom in all our councils, and to each one of us that * peace
which passeth all understanding.’”

CHARLATANS AND CONSPIRATORS.

In the latter part of winter or early part of spring, I was advised from several
sources, mostly confidential, that a secret and systematic effort was being made in
this and other jurisdictions to obtain possession of the Representatives from the
Lodges, bind them together by obligations, and by means of them, overturn the
established usages of the Grand Lodge, adopt said work by a written law, which
is both unusual and unmasonic, and elect Grand Officers to carry the scheme into
full effect. Of this [ knew nothing pereonally, but from other circumstances which
came to my knowledge, I had every reason to bélieve that it was so. In one in-
stance, a resident of another jurisdiction said to be an agent in the matter, visited
a Lodge in this jurisdiction, introduced a bottle of brandy to the Brethren in the
ante-room, deliberately walked into the Lodge-room, and claimed exemption from
examination because he was recommended by a distinguished Mason in another
State! I do not believe that any Mason in this State of common intelligence,
would be guilty of such shameless impudence.

1 must be permitted here to remark, that our numbers both in Lodges and mem-
bers—our dignity and self respect—forbid the idea that we are to be made the sport

3
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and victims of Masonic inventors and hireling agents. We have learning, talents,
philosophy and ritual among ourselves, and it would in every sense be derogatory
to us, and to our reputation as a body, to permit such things to be done. I do not
desire to see any alteration in our laws upon this subject ; they are amply sufficient
when properly enforced. And I hope and trust, that all our Brethren this day, for-
getting the mistakes and errors of the past, will rally with one heart, one soul, one
voice, around your Grand Master, whoever he may be, in disseminating, teaching
and working the ritual, work and lectures of the Grand Lodge of Illinois, and no
other.
OUR NATIONAL DIFFICULTIES.

Several documents have been seat to me from abroad in relation to our national
difficulties. It is my opinion, Brethren, that we will only embarrass ourselves by
meddling with the subject. The matter has assumed too vast proportions, and is in
too belligerent a condition for a peaceful society to meddle with at present. Let us
endeavor so to conduct ourselves, and to so live and act out the principles of Ma.
sonry, that when the time comes for us to interpose, we may be found ready to act
in this all important matter.

We must close our extracts here. Our Brother in concluding the business
part of his address, declines a re-election to the high office which he has held for
the past three years, and concludes with fitting notices of the death of several
distinguished Brethren of Illinois. Two of these will be found in another place.

DIES IRAE.

Tax Craft are now indulging the usnal siesta that follows the labors of winter,
culminating in the excitements of the annual session of the Grand Lodge in
June. The ceaseless activily of the past few months is sensibly diminished,
and the soand of the Gavel falls on ears at longer iutervals, as if the tired work-
men were determined on having their half-holiday. This is eminently proper as
a recuperative measure, egpecially at this time, when even the unthinking begin
to comprehend the appalling destitution and suffering likely to accompany the
advent of winter. The burdens and calamities of a state of war will then be
manifest in the hideous proportions of a full-grown dragon, while now they
merely scratch us like the pleasantry of lion’s cubs. Then, little children,
shrinling women, and even strong men, will need bread, not to be furnished by
expressions of mere sympathy; on the contrary, every means of relief will be
taxed to their utlermost, that this great community may not witness the dire
spectacle of human beings yielding up their lives to the demon of starvation,
Among these suffering ones will be many of our own household, with a double
claim on our bounty and benévolence ; and while there is a dollar lelt at our
disposal, we cannot stand idly by and witness their need unrelieved.

Rest, then, Brethren, while you may; but let it be the prelude 1o greater
exertion. Enlarge your treasuries as your means permit, and guard them
vigilanily till the swiilly-approaching hour when their contents will be de-
manded in the name of humanity—a sound that has never fallen unheeded on
Masonic ears. Let your duty be nobly accomplished in the dark hour of trial ;
and when brighter days dawn upon us, your note shall not be the least har-
monious in the choral of welcome that will greet them.—N. Y. Despatch.

-
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FREEMASONRY IN TURKEY.

RecenTt advices from Constantinople bring us the intelligence—not very
deplorable in its character—that the late Sultan had departed this life. Not-
wilhstanding the familiar classical adage, * De mortuis nil nisi bonum,”’ we are
etill constrained to speak in terms of truth of the deceased potentate. His char-
acter may be summed up in a few words. Notwithstanding his contact and
alliance with the two greatest powers of Europe, which combined to sustain his
thrune and save his nation from Russian absorption, and the deep debt of grati-
tude which should have been the sequel of his salvation through the influence
of the French and English arms, he was an illiberal and narrow-minded
monarch toward Europeans and those of all religions other than the Mahome-
dan. The legacy of bigotry left by the great Prophet of his faith to bis suc-
cessors suffered, in the hands of the deceased Sultan, no diminution of venom
nor lack of bulk. As reigned the immediate successor of the Prophet—save in
the bare power to injure—so reigned he, a bigot and a sensualist, possessing not
one virtue 1o offset a thousand crimes of omission and commission. He lived
within himself, with no care for his people, except to make the millions whom
he governed minister to his voluptuousness and his vices, His character as a
monarch can be exemplified in a single sentence : During his whole reign he
did not inavgurate a single measure for the good of his subjects, nor perform an
act which could justly point an epitaph of praise, or be inscribed with credit on
his mausoleum. Upon Masonry he always looked with disfavor ; and, without
examining into the merits of the Craft, or informing himself, by any authentic
means, of the origin, aims and moral tendencies of the institution, under the

guidaace of his bigoted ministers, placed it in the category of Atheism.

On his death-bed and through that haze with which disease had surrounded
his mental vision, he appears to have looked back clearly on the past, and to
have momentarily arrayed before his mind some of the leading errors of his
reign. Four days previous to his death he summoned to his presence his brother
and heir-apparent, Abd-ul-Aziz Effendi, who immediately obeyed the summons.
On entering the death-chamber with tearful eyes, he stooped down and kissed
the edge of the coverlet of the royal couch and stood with folded arms in an
attitade of respect.

The Sultan now ordered Halvet, and the apartment was instantly vacated by
all the bystanders ; for you must know that there is no exclusion of friends and
attendants or sunshine from an oriental eick room. Some women had also been
in attendance ; but these were not the wives or children of the Sultan, but the
Hasnadar Oostan, or royal nurse, and a few Halayuks who are exempt from the
customary seclusion. The occasion was truly solemn, involving the surrender
of an empire by the one, and imposing immense responsibilities upon the other,
At the request of the dying Sulian the brother was seated by his bedside, who
thus addressed him—*I feel that I shall soon quit this world, and by the laws
of our land you will succeed me. I am fully aware of the critical condition of
the country, and my heart’s desire has ever been to render all my subjects
happy ; but unfortunately I have not been able to cope with the evil counsels by
which I was beset. You know that when I succeeded our illustrious father, of
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glorious memory, I was young and inexperienced ; but you, my brother, are of
mature age, and have had experience enough to be able to resist and to guard
yourself against evil counsels. Make up for my shortcomings, I pray you, and
endeavor to accomplish those things which I have had at heart, but have been
unable to perform. Be firm and independent. Ameliorate the condition of our
unfortunate subjects (emphasizing the expression ¢unfortunate’); regard and
treat them all without any discrimination, as your own children. By rendering
them happy and contented you will reinstate the former power and glory of the
empire.” The Saltan then recommended his children and the rest of his family
to his brother’s special care and protection. Those who had the opportunity to
listen at the curtain before the door of the royal apartment, say that he even
mentioned the names of the very individuals who had abused his confidence
and given him evil counsel, and warned his brother 1o be aware of them. The
interview lasted for more than an hour, and soon after the royal children were
summoned.

Immediately after the death of the late Sultan, proclamation was made that
he had been succeeded by Abd-ul-Aziz Effendi, who scarcely waited until his
predecessor’s body had been inurned, before proceeding to inaugurate reforms in
the different branches of the Government, each of which gave evidence of the
liberal tendencies of his mind and the enlightened policy which will hereafter
give shape and efficiency to the government of his Empire. One of the most
striking features of reform, and one which he exemplified in his own person and
household, was the immediate adoption of the principle of monogamy in pre-
ference 10 the system of polygamy, which has cursed the Turks and made
Ishmaelites and outcasts of the Mormons. Turkey has now a liberal and en-
lightened monarch, under whose benign and just sway, and through whose
tolerant policy her own people will be made wiser, wealthier and happier. The
inevitable tendency of these things will be toward as liberal a policy as to
Americans and Europeans, asthat which will be exercised toward the immediate
subjects of the Sublime Porte; and we may therefore within a few years con-
fidently expect that our beloved institution will find its votaries not only among
the foreign residents of the Turkish Empire, but among the better classes of the
Turks themselves. Only a few days subsequent to the death of the Sultan all
Constantinople was surprised at beholding a Masonic funeral procession winding
through its streets, the members being composed of resident Americans and
Europeans, who were clothed in the appropriate regalia and lambskins of the
Fraternity. In speaking of this event, the correspondent of the Herald makes
use of the following language :—

‘“ A prominent member of the Order of F. A. M, having died, the various
Lodges of the capital resolved to attend his funeral, with Masonic badges and
ceremonies. This foneral cortege created quite a sensation in the metropolis,
where it was a genuine novelty. The procession was headed by a number of
Masons not belonging to any local Lodge, fullowed by a deputation from the
French Lodge, L’Etoile dn Bosphor. Then came the English Lodge, the
Oriental, succeeded by a number of British and French residents. The English
burial service was read by the chaplain of the embassy, and the Masonic ritual
by the W, M. of Oriental Lodge.
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““1t is only recently that Freemasonry has beea in vogue in Turkey, for the
enemies of this fraternity had impressed the Oriental people with the idea that
the association was an impious one, so that the title of ¢ Far-masson,’ a corruption
of the French Franc-masson, came to be considered as synonymous with free-
thinkers.

! Besides those already established, it is proposed to have one for the Ger-
maos, the Deutscher Bund ; another for the English, the Bulwer; and another
still for the Americans—the last two to be under the Grand Lodge of Eagland.”

In view of the facts which we have stated, it is but fair to presume that this

whole empire will soon be opened to the enlightened and beneficent influences
of Freemasonry.—N. Y. Despalch.

MASONRY IN SWITZERLAND.

Tuz Grand Lodge of the Swiss Union is called the Alpina, and is conducted
according to the ancient English Rites of the Free and Accepted Masons. It
has its own rituals, not recognizing any high grade, and not accepting the direct
influence of any foreign Masonic authority. The regular place of meeting of
the Lodge is always at the principal place of the Canton where the Grand Mas-
ter lives. Its ordinary sitlings take placo every other year, at the period of the
festival of St. John the Baptist. Every regular Mason has the right to be present
at its meetings as auditor only, unless, however, the debates are only concerning
purely administrative questions. Further, if circumstances require it, the ad-
ministrative council are authorized to declare the sittings secret, and then only
effective-and honorary members can be present.

The following Masonic Lodges form among themselves, under the direction
of a supreme national authority, a Masonic alliance, bearing the special and dis-
tinctive denomination of the Union of Swiss Lodges :—

1. Aarau.=—Zur Brudertreue—Brotherly Faith.

2. Aigle.—La Chrétienne des Alpes—The Christian Woman of the Alps.

3. Aubonne.—La Constance—Constancy.

4. Basel.—Zur Freundschaft—Friendship.

5. Berne.—Zur Hoffaung—Hope.

6. Chaux-de-Fonds.—L'Amitié—Friendship.

7. Fribourg.—La Régénérée—The Regenerated.

8. Geneva.—L’Amité—Friendship.

9. Geneva.—L'Union des Ceurs—The Union of Hearts.

10. Geneva.—La Fid¢lite—Fidelity.

11. Geneva.—La Prudence—Prudence.

12. Rex.—La Réunion—The Reunion.

13. Launsanne.—Espérance et Cordialit¢—Hope and Cordiality.

14. Liestal.—Zur Bunderstreue—Federal Faith.

15. Loile.—Les Vrais Fréres Unis—The True Umted Brothers.

16. Morges.—Les Amis—The Friends.

17. Motiers-Travers.—Egalitt—Equality.
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18. Neufchitel.—Frederick Guillaume la Bonne Harmonie—Frederick William,
Good Harmony.

19, Nyon.—La Vraie Union—The True Union.

20. Orbe.—La Nouvelle Etoile—The New Star.

21. Winterthur.—L’Acacia—The Acacia.

22. Vevey.—La Constance—Constance.

23. Zurich.—Modestia cum Libertate—Modesty with Liberty.

The Union of the Swiss Lodges has for its object—

1. To promote relations of friendship and brotherhood between the various
Lodges (ateliers) of which it is composed.

2. To endeavor in common to promote and ennoble Freemasonry in Switzerland.

3. To co-operate for the advancement of Freemasonry in general, in forming re-
lations with Masonic bodies belonging to other couatries.

The Union of the Swiss Lodges recognizes the constitations and all the Ma-
sonic rites sanctioned by a legal Grand Orient; it recognizes all the Lodges
(ateliers), and all the Freen whose cc alions or confirmation emanate
regularly from such an authority, or from its regular organs ; but it rejects as non-
masonic all fraternities and members of such who do not possess these qualities.

The Union of the Swiss Lodges only recognizes or exercises in its province
the Masonry of St. John. However, the Scotch Lodges which now exist are ad-
mitted to be in force as purely and scientific societies; but neither the Swiss
Union nor its organs recognizes them as members of the national alliance, nor
accords to them any kind of exterior influence upon it ; and, so far as it concerns
them, discharges itself of all responsibility.

In the Masonry of St. John, or of the three symbolical grades, the Union of
the Swiss Lodges recognizes the following principles :—

1, The Masonic Order is an association of free men, who mutually engage to
learn and exercise the art of Freemasonry.

2. Its essential aim is the propagation of a true philanthropy. Thus a knowledge
of moral truth, the practice of virtue, and the advancement of the general good,
are the triple aim to which its efforts tend.

3. Besides the practice and the use of the symbolic forms, the means which the
Masonic Order employs to achieve its aim are the following :—Mutual instruction
in the dearest interests of humanity ; edification of the soul by symbols, speeches,
music, and singing ; encouragement to wisdom and virtue by the enjoyment of so-
cial pleasures in society.

The bonds of fraternity which unite its members, and exercise in common of
charity, form the complement of these means.

The Swiss Masonic Union requires of all ite members an entire submission 1o
the laws of the country, obedience and fidelity to the government legally estab-
lished.

The organs of the Union are—

The Grand Lodge.

The Grand Master.

The Administrative Council.
The Provincial Masters.
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The Deputy Masters.

The Lodges of St. John.

The Colleges of the Officers.

The Lodges of Master Masons.

The Lodges of Companions (Fellow Crafts).
The Lodges of Apprentices.

The organization, the powers, and the attributes of these different organs are
determined by the vonstitution. All the other arrangements relative to the or-

ganization of the Union, and of each of its parts, proceed from legislation, or are
the object of regulating measures.

HON. SYLVESTER BAXTER.

THuis estimable Brother died at his residence in Hyannis, (Cape Cod,) on Wed-
nesday evening, Sept. 25th, aged 62 years. He was at the time of his death
District Deputy Grand Master for the 8th Masonic District of thi8 Commonwealth,
which office he had held for several years. He was a faithful and earnest Mason,
and greatly beloved and respected by the Brethren. ¢ He was,” says one® who
knew him intimately, in his social and business relations, ¢ a man of frank and
noble nature, and his acquaintance was quite extensive. For many years a suc-
cessful shipmaster and shipowner, he long since acquired that competence which
enabled him to retire from the profession of his earlier life. He was always
respected and beloved, and ever took an active and influential position in every
society or association with which he became connected. He will be greatly
missed in the Society with which he worshipped—Rev. Mr. Pope’s ; nor will his
loss be less severely felt by the Masonic Fraternity.

¢ His funeral was attended from the Universalist Church in Hyannis, on Satur-
day last, (Sept. 28,) at which time a most impressive sermon was delivered by
Rev. R. S. Pope, with whom heé had been so long and so well acquainted. His
text was from Proverbs, 18th chap. 1st verse :—

6 ¢ Boast not thyself of to-morrow ; for thou knowest not what a day may bring
forth.’

“ Hon. Geo. Marston served as Marshal.

“ The ceremonies at the tomb consisted of the Order of the Masonic Ritual,
admirably performed by Grand Master W. D, Coolidge, Esq., of Boston, and a
prayer by Rev. Mr. Bacon, of Centreville.

« Capt. Baxter bad long been a member of the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts,
and the following gentlemen were present at his funeral as representatives, viz. :
William D. Coolidge, M. W. Grand Master; Jesse P, Pattee, as R. W. D. G.
M.; William H. Sampson, as 8. G. W.; Isaac Cary,as J. G. W.; Jabez W.
Barton, as G. Treas. ; Lovell Bicknell, as G. Sec.; Z. L. Bicknell, as G. Mar-
sbal'; Eben F. Gay, G. Tyler.

#Editor Barnstable Courier.
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19. Nyon.—La Vraie Union—The True Union.

20. Orbe.—La Nouvelle Etoile—The New Star.

21. Winterthur.—L’Acacia—The Acacia.

22, Vevey.—La Constance—Constance.

23. Zurich.—Modestia cum Libertate—Modesty with Liberty.

The Union of the Swiss Lodges has for its object—

1. To promote relations of friendship and brotherhood between the various
Lodges (ateliers) of which it is composed.

2. To endeavor in common to promote and ennoble Freemasonry in Switzerland.

3. To co-operate for the advancement of Freemasonry in general, in forming re-
lations with Masonic bodies belonging to other countries.

The Union of the Swiss Lodges recognizes the constitutions and all the Ma-
sonic rites sanctioned by a legal Grand Orient; it recognizes all the Lodges
(ateliers), and all the Freemasons whose consecrations or confirmation emanate
regularly from such an authority, or from its regular organs ; but it rejects as non=~
masonic all fraternities and members of such who do not possess these qualities.

The Union of the Swiss Lodges only recognizes or exercises in its province
the Masonry of St. John. However, the Scotch Lodges which now exist are ad-
mitted to be in force as purely and scientific societies; but neither the Swiss
Union nor its organs recognizes them as members of the national alliance, nor
accords to them any kind of exterior influence upon it ; and, so far as it concerns
them, discharges itself of all responsibility.

In the Masonry of St. John, or of the three symbolical grades, the Union of
the Swiss Lodges recognizes the following principles :—

1, The Masonic Order is an association of free men, who mutually engage to
learn and exercise the art of Freemasonry.

2. Its essential aim is the propagation of a true philanthropy. Thus a knowledge
of moral truth, the practice of virtue, and the advancement of the general good,
are the triple aim to which its efforts tend.

3. Besides the practice and the use of the symbolic forms, the means which the
Masonic Order employs to achieve its aim are the following :—Mutual instruction
in the dearest interests of humanity ; edification of the soul by symbols, speeches,
music, and singing ; encouragement to wisdom and virtue by the enjoyment of so-
cial pleasures in society.

The bonds of fraternity which unite its members, and exercise in common of
charity, form the complement of these means.

The Swiss Masonic Union requires of all ite members an entire submission to
the Jaws of the country, obedience and fidelity to the government legally estab-
lished.

The organs of the Union are—

The Grand Lodge.

The Grand Master.

The Administrative Council.

The Provincial Masters.
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The Deputy Masters.

The Lodges of St. John.

The Colleges of the Officers.

The Lodges of Master Masons.

The Lodges of Companions (Fellow Crafts).
The Lodges of Apprentices.

The organization, the powers, and the attributes of these different organs are
determined by the constitution. All the other arrangements relative to the or-

gaaization of the Union, and of each of its parts, proceed from legislation, or are
the object of regulating measures.

HON. SYLVESTER BAXTER.

THis estimable Brother died at his residence in Hyannis, (Cape Cod,) on Wed-
nesday evening, Sept. 25th, aged 62 years. He was at the timne of his death
District Deputy Grand Master for the 8th Masonic District of thi8 Commonwealth,
which office he had held for several years. He was a faithful and earnest Mason,
and greatly beloved and respected by the Brethren. ¢ He was,” says one* who
knew him intimately, in his social and business relations, “ a man of frank and
noble nature, and his acqnaintance was quite extensive. For many years a suc-
cessful shipmaster and shipowner, he long since acquired that competence which
enabled him to retire from the profession of his earlier life. He was always
respected and beloved, and ever took an active and influential position in every
society or association with which he became connected. He will be greatly
missed in the Society with which he worshipped—Rev. Mr. Pope’s ; nor will his
loss be less severely felt by the Masonic Fraternity.

¢¢ His funeral was attended from the Universalist Church in Hyannis, on Satur
day last, (Sept. 28,) at which time a most impressive sermon was delivered by
Rev. R. S. Pope, with whom he had been so long and so well acquainted. His
text was from Proverbs, 18th chap. 1st verse :—

¢ Boast not thyself of to-morrow ; for thou knowest not what a day may bring
forth.’

“Hon. Geo. Marston served as Marshal.

“ The ceremonies at the tomb consisted of the Order of the Masonic Ritual,
admirably performed by Grand Master W. D, Coolidge, Esq., of Boston, and a
prayer by Rev. Mr. Bacon, of Centreville.

“ Capt. Baxter bad long been a member of the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts,
and the following gentlemen were present at his funeral as representatives, viz. :
William D. Coolidge, M. W. Grand Master; Jesse P. Paitee,as R. W. D. G.
M.; William H. Sampson, as 8. G. W.; Isaac Cary,as J. G. W.; Jabez W,
Barton, as G. Treas. ; Lovell Bicknell, as G. Sec.; Z. L. Bicknell, as G. Mar-
shal ; Eben F. Goy, G. Tyler.

#Editor Barnstable Courier.
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¢ Capt. Baxter has for years held various offices of trust and responsibility, and
was recently a member of the Senate of Massachusetts, and at the time of his
death was Deputy Collector and Inspector at the Port of Hyannis; and the sym-
pathy for his loes was best attested by the immense concourse assembled at his
funeral, which was one of the largest ever attended in this section of the State.

“The representatives from the Grand Lodge remained in town until Monday,
and expreseed themselves as pleased with their visit to this section, although
coupled with duties of so melancholy a nature. They are men distinguished for
their intelligence and gentlemanly bearing—noble representatives of a noble as-
sociation.”

MEETING OF FRATERNAL LODGE.

At the close of the funeral services on Saturday, the members of Fraternal
Lodge met at Masonic Hall in Hyannis, and chose a committee of three to report
a series of Resolutions, expressive of the sense of the meeting upon the death of
Brother Baxter. The Resolutions were unanimously adopted as follows :—

Fgatermar Lobnee,
Hyannis, Sept. 28, A. L. 5861.
Again has the messenger of Death invaded our Brotherbood. Another member has
been suddenly called away. Our dearly beloved and ‘“elder Brother,” Past
Master SyLvester BaxTer, has finished his work, and * entered in, through the
gates, into the city” where all good and true Masons shall dwell together forever,
in the fullness of Light. In view of this afflictive dispensation, it is therefore

Resolved, That in the death of this well-known and bonored Brother, the whole
Masonic Fraternity of this State, has suffered bereavement.

Resolved, That in the d of this endeared and Jamented member, this Lodge
has sustained a loss the greatness of which we cannot yet comprehend, and which
will be easily recalled, and impressed on our hearts, at every communication and
assembly of this Masonic body, for many years to come.

Resolved, That even now, in the suddenness of our affliction and the freshness of
our grief, we remember his high appreciation of the worth of Masonic labor and
learning ; his faithful, intelligent ard eminent services in many posts of Masonic
duty ; his constant, punctual, and patient attendance-on all Masonic oceasions, and
his zeal, fidelity and accuracy as a workman ; his sincere and unfailing temper of
fraternal affection; the warmth of his friendship, the depth of his sympathy,
the benevolence of his heart, the intégrity of his character, and his worthy example
in all the relations of life.

Resolved, That we hereby express to his stricken widow, to his orphaned chil-
dren, and to the again broken band of brothers and sisters of which he was so
cherished a member, our truest and deepest sympathy and condolence. '

Resolved, That these expressions of our feelings on this sad occasion be entered"
on our records; and that a copy of the same be transmitted to the family of our
departed Brother, and to the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts, and to the Boston En-
campment of Knights Templars ; and that they be published in the newspapers of
the County.

S. B. Painngy,
Gxo. MarsTon, Commiltee.
Geo. W. Doang,
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“BEAUSEANT AND BANNER OF WAR.

To the Editor of the London Freemasons' Magazine : 4

Dear 8ir and Brother—] am not a Knight Templar, but having held the
office of Standard Bearer in the Supreme Grand Chapter of England, I have been
led to inquire into the origin and application of the various standards, banners, &c.,
and herewith send you an extract from the result of my researches, which will, I
think, in some measure answer the inquiry of a correspondent under the above
head in your number of the 7th instant, and which I had hoped would have been
answered by some one more conversant with the subject.

When Constantine the Great was on the eve of a battle with Maxentius, we are
told that a luminous standard appeared to him in the sky, with a cross upon it and
this inscription :—** In hoc signo vinces—By this sign you shall conquer,” and that
this sign so encouraged Constantine and his soldiers that they gained the next day
a great victory. When Waldemar the Second, of Denmark, was engaged in a
great battle with the Livonians, in the year 1219, it is said that a sacred banner
tell from heaven into the midst of his army, and so revived the courage of his
troops, that they gained a complete victory over the Livonians, and in memory of
the event, Waldemar instituted an order of knighthood called * St. Danebrog,” or
the strength of the Danes, and which is still the principal order of knighthood in
Denmark,

Now, taking these legends for as much as they are worth, and no more, what do
they prove? Not that this miraculous standard and cross came to the assistance of
Counstantine ; not that this miraculous bauner came to the aid of Waldemar ; but
they prove that such was the paramoont importance attached to the sacred banner
among the forces, that, wherever it was present, it was a great means of inspirite
ing the men with increased confidence and courage, and so contributed to the vic-
tory.

In this country the introduction of banners wus clearly of a religious origin.
Venerable Bede says that when St. Augustine and his companions came to preach
Christianity in Britain, in the latter part of the sixth century (his Queen Bertha
had already embraced the Christian faith), the monk and his followers entered
Canterbury in procession, chanting, * We beseech thee, O Lord, of thy mercy let
thy wrath and anger be turned away from this city, and from thy holy place, for
we have sinned. Hallelujab.” And they carried in their hands little banners, on
which were depicted crosses. The missionaries were allowed to settle in the Isle
of Thanet, and Canterbury became the first Christian Church.

The great importance attached to the banner in the middle ages is not to be won-
dered at, when we consider that it was a kind of connecting link between the
military and the clergy : it was a religious symbol applied to a military purpose ;
and this was the feeling which animated the Crusaders and the Templars in their
great struggle against the enemies of Christianity. The contest, then, was between
the Cross and the Crescent—between Christ and Mahomet.

The Knights Templars had & very remarkable banner, being simply divided into
black and white,* the white portion symbolizing peace to their friends, the black
portion evil to their enemies, and their dreaded war cry, ** Beauseant.”

Yours, Veritas.

September 17th, 1861.

* The upper half (borizontal) black.
4
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MOUNT VERNON LODGE.

THE officers of Mount Vernon Lodge, Malden, were duly installed on Monday
evening, Oct. 28th, at the Town Hall, by Grand Master W. D. Coolidge, and the
exercises were witnessed by a large audience of both ladies and gentlemen.
The musical part of the entertainment was under the direction of Prof. Biown
of Boston. :

F. J. Foss was installed as Master, and at the close of the installation cere-
monies Wm. H. Richardson, Jr.,, Esq., in behalf of the members of the Lodge,
presented to Past Master George D. Allen, 1st Lieut. of the Fifth Massachusetts
Battery, a sword and accompaniients. Mr. Richardson alluded in eloguent
words to the duties and dangers as well as the honors connected with the new
field of labor chosen by Mr. Allen, who responded in appropriate terms. Rev.
T. J. Greenwood made some fitting remarks, and in his own name presented
Lient. Allen with a beautiful pocket Bible. Further speeches wére made by J.
K. Hall, Esq., and others, and the exercises closed with an excellent song by F.
A. Hall, Esq., of Charlestown,

A PLEASANT RE-UNION.

Mount Hermon Lopge at Medford, celebrated its sixth anniversary, by a pub
lic installation of its officers, on Wednesday evening, the 30th October. There
was a full attendance of members, and a large number of ladies as invited guests.
The installation ceremonies were performed by the M. W. Grand Master, who
was attended by several of the Grand Officers, in their regalia. It is quite un-
necessary to say that the ceremonies were well performed, and to the acceptance
of all present. The music, with which they were interapersed, was furnished by
a select choir, and added much to the interest and pleasure of the occasion. At
the conclusion of the ceremonies the M. W. Grand Master addressed the W,
Master of the Lodge, Brother ELinu C, Baxen, and the Wardens and members,
in an appropriate and impressive manner, on their relative duties and obligations
as Masons; concluding with a few words of welcome and compliment to the
ladies.

The Lodge was then closed, and the members, with their invited guests, re-
paired to the Town Hall, where a bountiful and excellent supper was provided for
their refreshment, and to which all were cordially welcomed by the W, Master
of the Lodge At the table, short addresses were made by the Master, the M.
W. Grand Master, and other members of the Grand Lodge. The choir also
favored the company with a patriotic and other appropriate songs. The occasion
was one to be remembered. The arrangements were admirably made and exe-
cuted. All were pleased and for the time at least made happy.

The Lodge is in a fine condition, with accomplished and talented officers, and

a full share of work. We tender our best wishes for its continued prosperity
and consequent usefulness.
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LAYING CORNER STONE.

Wk are under obligations to Hugh Curtis, Esq., of Bowdoinham, says the
Hallowell Courier, for a copy of the Bristol (Eng.) Times and Journal of August
31st, containing an interesting account of the Masonic ceremonies on the occa-
sion of the laying of the corner stone of the St. Mary Radcliff Church, in
Bristol.

The fraternity had undertaken to restore this ancient church. The Times
says they ‘ allowed no participators in the munificent task they had set them-
selves, and which we are sure they will carry to a successful conclusion in a
manger that will prove the boasted descent of their Order from the master
builders of old to be no empty vaunt. The trowel, the hammer, and the chisel
they, of course, can no longer wield like the practical founders of this mysterious
guild ; but what the modern brotherhood can do—namely, provide the means of
selting all three to work—they will.”

The Times further says :—

¢ There is even something of mystical significance in the Masonic body un-
dertaking this particular work in preference to a new one. Antiquity is one of
the cherisbed characteristics of the body ; and whether the first Lodge was held
amongst the rising columns of Solomon’s Temple or not, it at least must be ad-
mitted that the origin of the Masonic Order dates back in centuries beyond the
reach of record ; so that in devoling its contributions to the preservation of a
building whose foundations were laid in the dim past, the brotherhood help to
perpetuate in carved stone the old chronicles of Bristol—personal, civic, and
ecclesiastical.”

The day of the laying of the corner stone was a great day in Bristol. The
procession was an imposing pageantry—gorgeous aprous, splendid scarfs, jewels
and regalia, glistened in the sun. The streets, in their antique picturesqueness,
were perfectly respléndent, and the crowds who assembled to see the extended
line of the “free aud accepted” brotherhood pass along their route were in the
highest state of glee and good temper.

The number of Masons present was about 500, representing about a dozen
English Lodges, together with the Grand Lodge of England. The scene the in-
terior of the church presented during the performance of divine service was
very striking ; every available foot of standing or sitting ground seemed occu-
pied, while the brilliant August sunshine struggling through the lofty and lat
ticed windows of the sacred edifice dissipated the “dim religious light,” aud
shone on the vast crowd beoeath, illuminating the rich dresses of the ladies, the
equally gay adornments of the Masonic Brethren, and the dark tunics and
shining accoutrements of the Rifle Band.

The sermon was preached by the Rev. Bra. Watson, who took for his text, the
1st verse of the 29th chap. of Chronicles, Book I., ¢ The work is great, for the
Palace is not for man bat for the Lord God.”

After service in the church, the Brethren proceeded to the North East corner,
where the stone was in readiness to be adjusted. The official dignitaries baving
taken up their position, the Rifle Band again played the National Anthem, after
which the Rev. Bro. Watson offered up an appropriate prayer. The Director of
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the Ceremonies, Bro. C. H. Lowe, then read the inscription on the plate aloud,
and it was then adjusted in its place on the stone -by the D. P. G. M. Bro. W.
A. F. Powell. The P. G. M. was then handed the horn containing the ears
of corn, some of which he sprinkled over the stone and plate, and afterwards
having received the chalice, poured a libation of wine on it: the D. P. G. M,
then added some oil, and the P. G. M. bespriokled the stone with salt. The P.
G. M. then tried the stone with the square and level, and said, I declare this
stone to be true, trusty and perfect.” A silver trowel was then handed to him,
with which he laid some mortar on the top of the stone. The stone was then
raised opposite to its niche in the wall, and adjusted there by Mr. Rice and his
assistants. The architect, Mr. Godwin, handed the P. G. M. a mahogany mal-
let, with which the latter struck the stone two or 1hree times, and then declared
it properly laid. Ancther prayer was offered up and the 100th Psalm sung, the
Rifle Band accompanying. The Grand Master then pronounced the benedic-
tion.

ONE OF THE ADVANTAGES OF FREEMA-
SONRY.

My grandfather, Charles Ranney, some seventy years since, shipped from
Philadelphia to Hayti a load of mules on the schooner Mechanic, of which he
was master. At Hayti he exchianged them for coffee and other West India pro-
duce—among the rest two barrels of lampblack—and was about to eail, when he
was taken down with the yellow fever so violently that he could not depart. One
morning his nurse came down into the cabin crying —“ Oh, Master ! Master! the
niggers has riz! the niggers has riz! they’re going to kill all that’s got white
faces.” He advised her to conceal herself and leave him to his fate.

In a short time a rush was made on board. The sound of arms soon followed,
then the groans.of the five seamen inhumanely butchered on the deck, and then
the demoniac crowd came flying into the cabin thirsting for blood. The nurse
was instantly shot dead. A pistol was presented to my grandfather’s breast, and
he was threatened with instant death if he did not point out the place in which
his money was concealed. At this instant, raising himself in the bed, he made
the Masonic sign of distress. I'wo of the party, San Pe and Desaline, recognized
it, and, coming forward, inade themselves known 10 him as Masons and promised
to protect him. But they informed hiin that they could only save him by his in-
stantly leaving the vessel, which must be destroyed. That night a boat with
muffled oars came for him and took him to an American vessel lying off at some
distance, and by that means he made his escape, but with the loss of all his pro-
perty.

When he arrived home he was entirely destitute and still prostrate with the
effect of his disease. But the Masonic Brethren took him kindly into towu to
good quarters. Clothes and other necessaries were laid furtively at his bedside,
no one appearing to know who sent them, and only a slip of paper, without signa-
ture, informing him that they were a fraternal gift. But by accident, the initials
of a certain well-known Brother Mason of that place were found upon the
articles, which gave him a clue to the name and character of his benefactor,
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ORDER OF ST. JOHN.

Tae Hoo. member for Dundalk, Mr. Bowyer, has just been elected by the
Chapter of the Order at Rome, a Knight of the Sacred, Religious, and Military
Order of St. John of Jerusalem. This Order—also known by the name of
Hospitallers, Knights of Rhodes, and Knights of Malta—has lately been reformed
by the Pope, and brought back to its original principles. The Austrian Govern-
ment, and that of the Pope having furnished the necessary supplies, a novitiate
of the Order has been established at Jerusalem, together with an hospital for pil-
grims of all nations, managed by some of the Knights in-their original character
of Hoepitallers. The habit of the Order is black, with a white Maltese cross.
The knights are bound to recite the office of the Blessed Virgin Mary, or of the
dcad, daily, and they enjoy many spiritual advantages and privileges granted by
various popes. All the knights, whether professed or ¢ of devotion,” are obliged,
before their election, to furnish proofs of unblemished descent and gentle blood
for 200 years.—Neury (Eng.) Ezaminer,

THE ACACIA.

THE sprig of acacia is one of the most beautiful and suggestive symbols of
the Master’s degree. It is an emblem of our faith in the immortality of the
soul, and by it we are reminded that we have an immortal part within us which
shall survive the grave and which shall never die. Some Masonic authors con-
tend that acacia is a corruption of cassia, probably drawing their conclusions from
the fact that in the oldest 1itual which we possess (of 1780) the words used are
‘“sprig of acacia.” But for the cassia, we can find no appropriate mystic mean-
ing, while on the other hand the symbolism of the acacia is of peculiar import
in its connection with the Master’s degree. The acacia is the acacia vera of
Tournefort, and the minosa nilotica of Linneus; and Calmet, Gesenins, Clarke,
Shaw, and Parkhurst, all agree that the olzi shillim, or shiltimwood, was the
acacia or minosa nilotica of Linneus. 1t was the wood of this tree which was
employed for the building of the tabernacle. We find many instances in an-
tiquity, and even at the present day in some parts of the East, where a symbolic
use is made of certain woods in building and sculpture. The signification of
the acacia’ or shiltah is based on its peculiar character of incorruptibility. The
wood is so durable that it does not decay, even when long immersed in water.
Pliny says—** Spina nigra celebrantur quoniam incorrupla etiam in aquis durat, ob
id utillissima navium costis.” The Greek translators, referring to this peculiarity,
rendered it * zulon aseplon,” and the LXX call the posts and planks of shittim
wood * stuloi aseploi,” whence it appears that the idea of incorruptibility was al-
ways inseparably attached to this wood.

Among all the nations of antiquity we find the ideas of death and of putre-
faction (sepsis) or decay, inseparably connected, and in the same manner we find
“incorroptibility” and * life” used synonymously. The word *aptharsia”
(Romans ii. 7) is synonymous with ¢ zoe aionios,” so also (in 2 Tim. i. 10) * zoe”
and “ aptharsia,” and the expression “stephanos aphthartos” (1 Co. vii. 25)is
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rendered © stephanos tes zoes” (James i. 12 and Rev. ii.*10). The Shittimwood,
or Acacia, then, as a “wood of uncorruptibility,” is at the same time a wood
of life or immortality,”” and in Egypt for this reason we find it consecrated to the
Sur-God or source of celestial light and life. (Kircher Odipus. Aeg. IIL c. 2).
This idea of ¢ life” we find also among the Hebrews, as well as among all other
ancient nations, symbolically atiributed to wood or trees. This interpretation of
the Acacia seems to be a rational and natural one, and as the peculiar symbol of
immortality it is most appropriate to the third degree, all the teachings of which
are intended to inculcate the great lesson that * life rises out of the grave.”—N.
Y. Despalch.

HON. STEPHEN A. DOUGLAS.

We take the following sketch of the Masonic history of this distingunished
Brother from the address of the M. W. Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of
Illinois, referred to in another place :—

Born in Brandon, Vermont, April 24, 1813 ; in the winter of 1833, and four a
teacher at Winchester, in this State ; in the spring of 1834, an attorney in Jackson-
ville ; in February, 1833, elected State’s Attorney ; in 1836, elected to the Legisla-
ture ; in April, 1837, appointed Register of the Land Office ; in December, 1840,
appointed Secretary of State ; in February, 1841, elected Judge of the Supreme
Court ; in August, 1843, 1844 and 1846, elected Representative in Congress ; in
1846, a Major, under Col. John J. Hardin, in the Nauvoo War ; in December, 1846,
January, 1853, and January, 1859, elected United States Senator.

Initiated in Springfield Lodge, No. 4, by P. G. M. Helm, June 11, 1840 ; passed
June 24 ; raised June 26 ; attended meetings July 15, August 13, 24, 28, September
1, October 5, November 9, 16, 25, 30, December 7, 14,21 and 23; elected Junior
Warden December 28 ; officiated January 4, 1841 ; also January 13, 18, February
3 and 23 ; April 19, baving removed to Quincy, resigned ; elected Grand Orator
October, 1840 ; while acting as Circuit Judge, visited the Lodges in his circuit, and
the Lodge in Springfield when on the Supreme Bench ; visited the Grand Lodge
every day while in session at Chicago, in 1848. Made a Mark Master in Spring-
field Chapter, by P. G. M. Helm, August 22, 1842, and exalted in Quincy Chapter,
No. 5, September 3, 1847, by P. G. M. Jonas. Had he remained at Sprinfield, I
presume that he would, years since, have attained to the highest honors in Ma-
sonry.

He died June 3, 1861, and on the evening of June 6, I convened an Emergent
Grand Lodge at Chicago, to pay such last sad rites as were in our power to bis
memory. Assisted by Past Dep. Grand Master Blaney, as Deputy, Hon. Brother
- William A. Richardson, as S. G. Warden, and Brother Capt. John M. Pitman, as
J. G. Warden, accompanied by the Lodges and Brethren of Chicago, and from
abroad, we repaired to the Hall, where the body lay in state, when the public cere-
monies were performed, an oration pronounced, by W. Brother H. A. Johnson, and
a procession formed, which occupied over one hour in depositing the evergreen
upon the body, singing all the while the burial dirge. It was, for its majesty,
sigoificance, awe and solemnity, the most imposing funeral pageant I ever beheld.
Every feature of the face was natural, majestic and imposing, even in death, and
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one could hardly resist the solemn impression that his spirit hovered over, bushed
and awed the vast throng into a mournful silence, to sobs, grief and tears. In the
meridian of life he has gone; of his public career I will not speak, for I should
only repeat what you all know ; his manners, talents and endowments it is unne-
cessary to describe, for who, in all Illinois, has not seen the people’s tribune,
Stephen A. Douglas. '

FRANCE.

PrixcE MuraT having fixed the 14th of October for the election of Grand
Master of the Masonic Order of France, the following letter was written by the
private secretary of Prince Napoleon, M. Fauvety, venerable of a Lodge, to be
commanicated to the members of the Grand Orient of France :—

Sir—You have done me the honor to ask what are the intentions of H. I. H.
Prince Napoleon with regard to the election of Grand Master of the French Free-
masons, about to take place. I hasten to inform you that the prince, having
thought proper to give in his resignation after the election of last May, has
authorized me to declare to the deputies of the Lodges of French Freemasons that
he wishes them to give their votes to some other candidate. I am happy to add, in
the prince's name, that while ceasing to be the representative of the Order, his
Imperial Highness nevertheless considers it a duty incumbent on him to give his
utmost aid to an institution from which he has recently received so signal a proof
of confidence and sympathy.

. Accept, &c.,
Paris, Oct. 6. Ex. Husains.

Obituary.
[From the address of G. Master of Illinois.
Beorner WILLIAM C. HOBBS.

Tae composite column in our Grand Lodge has fallen! His early years were
employed in teaching. From 1817, until his death, he resided in Bloomington, and
was initiated in Bloomington Lodge, No. 43, May 26, 1847, passed June 23, and
raised July 10. He attended the session of the Grand Lodge the same year, and
"was appointed Senior Grand D ; the following year he served as Senior
Deacon of his Lodge, represented it in the Grand Lodge, and was elected Junior
Grand Warden. He discharged his duties with great fidelity and remarkable
ability, and retained an ascendency and influence in the Councils of this Grand
Lodge seldom vouchsafed to any retiring officer.

He served as the first High Priest of Bloomington Chapter, No. 26, and was the
first Generalissimo in Elwood Commandery in Springfield. He was a polished
gentleman and a polished writer, scrupulously neat; with his intimates, cheerful,
affable and agreeable ; in general society, reserved, but polite. No man could be
more beloved by those who knew his whole heart, for his hand and heart were
ever open to the ct{ of the needy, the wail of the orphan, the petition of the poor
or the oppressed. In spite ol repeated losses, he always found something for the
way-worn preacher, the indigent Mason, and the indigent Mason’s child. While
no widow, no child remain to heap flowers upon his tomb, there are several edu-
cated young men and women, now engaged in useful pursuits, who owe all their
prosperity to his bounty. The Masonic rites at the funeral of our deceased Brother,
in February last, were impressively performed by his early pupil, Past Grand
Master Pickett. It is understood that he died poor. Such being the case, I trust
this Grand Lodge will show its gratitude for his eminent services, by assisting his
Lodge and Chapter in erecting a suitable monument to his memory.
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MASONIC CHIT CHAT.

Masoxic Funerars.—The Grand Master
of Rhode Island has issued an official edict,
requiring that * on the burial of a Mason, by
any body of Royal Arch Masons, or Knights
Templar, in this jurisdiction, it shall be the
duty of the Master, or other proper officer of
the Lodge of which the deceased was a mem-
ber, or within whose jurisdiction the funeral
is held, 1o open a Lodge ot Master Masons,
and perform in the same, that portion of the
Master Mason's burial service, appointed for
the Lodge.” The Grand Master evidently
feels the incongruity of interring a Brother by
rites not known to ancient Masonry and cell-
ing the ceremony a Masonic burial. Ma-
sonry recoguizes but one Masonic service,
and the Lodge only as the proper body to per-
form it.

DirrErEncEs AMONG BrETian.—The M.
W. Grand Master of Rhode Island, in an of-
ficial circular to the Lodges under his jurisdic-
tion, ordains that—* All Masons and Lodges
of Masons are hereby forbidden to appeal to
the public or to individuals not Masons, either
orally or through the public press, or in any
other manner, on any question or matter af-
fecting the Masonic character, standing, or
good name of any Brother, or body of Breth-
ren, or the Constitution or polity of the
Fraternity. And we do hereby require and
strictly enjoin each and every Mason, or body
of Masons, within our jurisdiction, that they
bring their grievances, if any they have, be-
fore the constituted Masonic authority having
power 1o hear and determine the same—
patiently to await their action and meekly
abide the decision made.”

(7 Godey's Lady's Book for November is
one of the richest and most beautiful num-
bers of the series. The * Fashion Plate” is
particularly fine as a work of art, as is also
the frontispiece, *“The New Boy,” a fine
steel engraving of eighteen figures. The
other embellishments, which are numerous,
are of a correspondingly ligb character and
the literary contents are in keeping with
them. On the whole we think it one of the
best numbers of the year. Published by L.
A. Godey, 323 Chestout street, Philadelphia.

Vagrant Lecturers.— We are pleased to no-
tice that the new Grand Master of lllinois,
M. W. F. M. Bras, of Paris, is following
the course of his predecessor in the adoption
of energetic measures for the suppression of
vagrant lecturers within his jurisdiction, the
greatest evil our Grand Lodges have just
now 1o contend sgainst. He has just issued
an important circular to the Lodges, embody-
ing a complete organization of his jurisdiction,
by the appointment of one Lecturer for the
State at large, with thirteen district lecturers,
as assistants; and requires the Lodges to
“ reject all lecturers and teachers” except
those thus appointed. He also reminds the
Lodges that *‘ the Trestle-Board was many
years since adopted as the working Manual
in the State,” and expresses the * hope that
every Lodge will have a copy on its stand.”

Ohio.—A correspondent writes from Co-.
Jlumbus, Oct. 21— Our Grand Lodge closed
its session on Thursday, 17th inst., after a
harmonious session of three days. Rules
were adopted for the government of Military
Lodges. The following officers were elected :
Geo. Rex, G. M. ; Howard Matthews, D. G.
M.; Thos. Sparrow, G. S. W.; Lucius C.
Jones, G. J. W.; Joha D. Caldwell, Sec.

05~A subscriber in Ohio writes us ae fol-
lows—* Your Magazine is the best Masonic
periodical in the country, and | will endeavor
fo get more subscribers for itin this city.” 1f
one hall our present subscribers would do
the same thing, our subscription list would
soon assume its proper dimensions,

DG>=The proposed Masonic Convention at
Louisville, Ky., to consider the aflairs of the
country, is, 80 far as we can learn, generally
disapproved by the leading Maeons, (and
Masonic bodies so far as they have acted,) of
the country.

IrLinois — The following arc the Officers of
the Grand Commandery ot lllinois :—

H. A. Johnson, Chicago, G, Commander;
F. K. Hulbard, Morris, D, G. C.; Wm. H.
Turner, Chicago, G. G.; D. W. C. Martin,
Alon, G. C. G.; P. A. Armstrong, Morris,

. 8. W.; H. W. Hubbard, Joliet, G. J. W.;
John C. RGvboh, Pekin, G. P.; R. H. Foss,
Chicago, G. T.; H. C. Ranney, Chicago,
G.R.; Jas. H Hibbard, Alton, G. St B ; J.
R. Gorin, Decatur, G. 8. B.; J. W. Spalding,
galgsbarg, G, W.; L. K. Osborn, Chicago,



THE POCKET TRESTLE-BOARD,

AND

DIGEST OF MASONIC LAW.

At the request of Brethren interested in preserving the purity of the Wosk,
and maintaining uniformity of PracTicE i the Lodges, the undersigned has pre-
pared a PockeT EpiTioN of the TresTLE-BoaRD, particularly adapted to aid in
the acquirement of a correct knowledge of the RiTuaL, and submits it as a TexT-
BOOK, In all respects in strict conformity with the LecTures of ancient Craft
Masonry, as taught in the oldest and best Lodges in this country since the year
1805 ; and as being, also, wholly free from the corruptions of modern charlatan-
ism and itinerant lecturers.

Appended to, and making a part of the Manual, is a carefully prepared and
comprehensive Dicxst of the Laus of the Lodge, which, it is believed, will be
found to be of great practical value, not only to the officers, but to the individual
members of the Lodge, who may avail themselves of its teachings. And if
placed in the hands of every candidate, at his initiation, it is not to be doubted
that his ability for usefulness would be thereby materially increased.

The work is neatly bound in the ket-book (tuck) form ; and in cambric,
with stiff covers. The price for those bound in tuck, is sizty cents a single copy,
or six dollars ($6.00) a dozen ;—for those bound in cambric, fifly-cents a singfe
copy, or five dollars and fifty cents (85.50) a dozen.

t is believed that at the above fprices, and in view of the amount of matter
iven, and the practical usefulness of the work, it is the cheapest, as it is one of
e most reliable, Masonic Manuals ever offered to the Fraternity.

Orders for the work can be sent directly to the undersigned, or Clark, Austin &
Smith, New York—J. B. Lippincott & Co. and Moss & Bro., Philadelphia—J. C.
Morgan & Son, New Orleans—W. B. Keen, Chicago, Ill ;. or through any of
the large book-houses in the principal cities,—it can also be sent by mail at a

postage of 3 cents a copy.
CHARLES W. MOORE, Grand Secretary,
Boston, March 25, 1861. Fieemasons’ Hall, Boston.

RECOMMENDATIONS.

“ Tug Pooxer TaxsTLE-Boasp,” by R. W. Brother CuarLes W. Moorx, Grand Sectre-
tary, will, iu the apinion of the undersigned, entirely meet the object which led te its com-
ilation, in furnishing to the Fraterily, in & compact and convenient form, the means of
acquiring and imrmng a correct knowledge of the RiTuaL, as sanctioned by the Grand
Lodge of Massachusetts. The DigesT or Masonic Law we regard as an addition of great
value, We therefore cordially recommend the work to the favor of the Brethren (both
teachers and learners) of the Masonic Institution.
B. F. Nourse, ) Grand Lecturers of the
I P. Szavev, § Grand Lodge of Massackusetts.
Boston, Feb. 20, 1861. .

Boston, Feb. 21, 1861.

A Diozst or Masonic Law, by Brother Crarrxs W. Moore, needs uo other recom-
mendation than his own name.

If, hawever, the official positions held by the undersigned are considerod as attaching any
additional value to their opinions, or additionel importance to their indorsement of the work,
they most cordially give it the benefit of both, and recommend it to all the Fraternity, es
cially to the Masons of this jurisdiclion, as emphatically a correce, useful, aud valuahle

Manual.
WinsLow Lewis, P. G. M.
Joun T. Hearo, P. G. M.
Wa. D, Cooripar, Grand Master.

I take great pleasure in recommending the ahove Jittle work to-all the Lodges and Brethren
in this jorisdiction, as admirably calculated to promote an-accurate knowledge of the RiToat.

[Tum over.



As a reliable text-hook of Masonic Law, it should be in the hands of. every initiate, and
may be profitably studied by every Brother desirous of perfecting himself in Masonic caiture.
M. D. CoorLivae, G. Master
Boston, Marck 19, 1861. of G. L. of Massachuseits.

Boston, March 26tk, 1861.
My Dear Sir,—I was this morning favored with the gift of a neatly bound copy of your
‘ Tresile-Board and Digest,” for which please accept my acknowledgements .
It is even a hetter and more useful work than I supposed it to he when I gave it the *in-
dorsement” which is printed under the head of “recommendations ” ‘I'he ‘ Digest” will be
very useful to Masters of Lodges, and, in fact, 1o all who desire to know the exact Masonic
law or questions of frequent occurrence 1n the government of Lodges.
Very fraternally yours,
Te Cuanrzs W, Mooak, Esq. Jonn T. Hearp.

[From R. W. Bro. Wm. T. Bain, Grand Secretary of N. C.]

% | received a few days since your Trestle-Board and Digest, for which you will accept of
my warmest thanks. It is certainly a valuable pilation of M ic Law. and it should
be erchased by every Mason who may feel disposed 1o hecome acquainted with the Work
and Lectures of Ancient Crait Masonry. I wish you much success in the sale of your

valuable litile Maoual.”

[From the Boston Post.)

Moous’s Pocxer TaesTLr-Boarp anp DigesT —The Pocket Trestle-Board and Practical
Digest of the Laws of Ancient Masoury, written and puhlished hy Charies W. Maore, G.
Lodge of Mussachusetts. We have been greatly pleased with an inspection of this little
volume, which certainly desarves the title of multum in parvo, as well as any book we have
ever seen. To all members of the Masonic Order it must prove invaluable, and the almost
minute compactness of the form renders it a convenient pocket companion. A full and clear
index—that most useful adjunct of all hooks—is prefixed to the Laws. aud the volume cloces
with a complete list of all the Lodges under the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts.

[From the Saturday Evening Gazelte, Bosion.]

The Pocket Trestle-Board and Digest is the title of a neat litile Masonic work, prepared
by C. W. Moore, Grand Secretary of the Massuchusetts Grand Lodge It may be carried
in the pocket, hut it contains a great deal of information useful 10 those progressing in the
degrees, Lesides a digest of Masonic Law that must prove valuable to the entire fraternity.

[From the Bunker Hill Aurora, Charlestown.]

Masoxic MaxuaL.—C. W. Moore, Esq., has just puhlished a new Masonic Manual of
miniature size, intended for individual use, and convenient to he carried in the pocket. It is
what Masons call a * Trestie-Board,” and includes an onthne of * Masonic work,” in the
ceremonies and proceedings of a Lodge. It is otherwise called the * Ritual,” and contains,
in abridgement, all that is ever wrilten or printed of the work of Masons in the Lod
room, or on pub'lic occasions. Added to this 1s a full and comprehensive Digest of Masonic
Law—a new and very important portion of the work, which has been prepared with great
carefulness by the accomplished author.

With this brief stutement of the characieristics of the volume, to the fraternity, no further
word of remark is necessary. It is more complete and perfect and comprehensive, 1n design
and execution, than any similsr work ever published, and will have a beneficial influence
upon the institution for all the future of its existence, principally because it will promote
efficiency and uniformity in the work, and furnishes the Lodges a more exact and definite
eoc%‘ehof ulwa for their'govermlr:ent. 1 o g all

e volume comprises eighty pa, in small type, printed on fine paper, tastefully exe-
cuted and handsomely bound. andplsgzsgem of a boyok el;lernally as well as in respect ’to its
contents, It 18 the condensation of knowledge and experience in Masonic affairs, and has
cost the author much more labur than the size of the volume would indicate. If there was
ever a manual or volume to which the motto ““ multum in parvo” could he truthfully applied,
it 1s 10 this little book, and we are of opinion, lor r already indicated, that the fra-
ternity of this country are under great o[:llgaliom to their learned Brother for offering to
them, as Lodges and as individuals, this valuable memorial of his intelligence and taste.

MASONIC FURNISHING STORE.

Regalia, Jewels and Banuers, together with Masonic Books, Diplomas,
C. rpets, Working Tools, and all the variety o Clothing, &c., for En-
camoments, Councils, Chapters and Lodges, wholesale and retail, at

A. W. POLLARD’S

One Price Store, No. 6 Court street, Boston.,

Feb. 1859.
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k Grand Lodge cf Massachusctts, ﬂ

Notice is herely civen. that the Annual Communication of the M. W Grand Ladge of
Massuchusetts, will be lield at Fresasoxs® Hate comer of ‘Tranont and Loyl-lon Sueets,
Bostun, on \WWEDNESDAY, the 1lth duy ot Dec.. curient, at two o'cluck, . M., for the
trapsaction ¢f such busiiess as shull regulaily come betore n.

Also.on FRIDAY, the 27th, ut 9 o'clock in the mornivg, for the Exempl fication of the
Work and Lectures ; and on the evening of the sime day, ut 6 o'clock, for the lostullation
of the Ollicers,

The Olficers and Members of the Grand Lodge, Masters, Wardens and Proxies of Lodges,
and all others concerned, will tuke due notice tiercol nnd govern themselves secordingly., .

Boxton, Dec. 1, 1661. CHARLES W. MOORE, Grand Sccrtary.

Grany Chapter of agrachusctts,

Natice is hereby given, that a Stated Communiention of the M. E. G. R, A,
Cuarter of Massnchusetts, will be held at Freemusons’ Hall, corner of T'remont and
Boylsion streets. Boston, on T'uksnay, the 10th day Dec., inst., at hall-past 2 4 cicik,
P. M., for the transaction of such business as shall regularly cone before .

Officers and Membeas of the Grind Chapter, Represemuuves and Proxies of Chap-
ters, and all others interested, will 1ake due notice nud govern themselves accord-

wngly. Per order G. L. P,
Boston. Dec. 1, 1861. TIIOMAS WATERAN, G Sec'y.
e e ———

THE TRESTLF-BOARD
Is for sale by A. Williams & Co., No. 100 Wushington street. Also by A,
W. Pollard, 8 Court street ; Crosby & Nichols, 117 Washington street, and Small
& Co., 155 Washington street.
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FREEMASONRY IN FRANCE.

FrEeMasonry in France at the present moment is in a very remarkable
and perplexing condition, arising, not from auy fault of its own, but from
the inexplicable and unwarrantable interference of the civil authorities.
In 1852 the Brethren, at the request, if not by the order of the Emperor,
elected for their Grand Master the Prince Lucien Mogat, who imme-
diately entered upon the duties of his office, giving to them his personal
attention, and discharging them, if not always to the entire satisfaction of
the Brethren, with an apparent zeal and honesty of purpose. As disin-
terested observers, we are inclined to the opinion, that on the whole, his
administration for the period during which he presided over the Grand
Lodge, was productive of favorable results to the Order in France,
and the recent failure to re-elect him was an unfortunate occurrence.
The Brethren in Grand Lodge, however, taking a different view of the
matter, at the annual meeting in May last nominated the Prince NaroLEON
as an opposition candidate and elected him to the office of Grand Master.
This gave rise .to an angry dispute between the rival candidates, which,
but for the supposed interference of the Emperor, might have terminated
fatally to one or the other. The result, however, was that the successful
candidate resigned, or rather, we think, that the election was set aside, on
the grounds of informality in the proceedings, and the meeting of the
Grand Lodge was adjourned to the 14th of October ensuing, wheun it was
supposed the Prince Napoleon would be again elected without much op-
position, the Prince Murat having declined to be considered a candidate.
On the 6th of October, however, (only eight days before the meeting,) the
former, through his private Secretary, Mons. Hubaine, notified the Lodges
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that he should not be a candidate, and desired the deputies to give their
votes to some other Brother. ‘This, under any circumstances, would have
been a disappointment to the Lodges, who had looked forward to the
placing of the Prince at their head, as a matter of importance to their
future prosperity, if not as a guaranty against official interference ; but it
was particularly embarrassing to them that the late date at which the
Prince had signified his intentions, rendered it impossible that the inform-
ation could be communicated to the four hundred and seventy lodges
within the jurisdiction, in season 1o enable them to decide on a suitable
Brother to fill the vacant chair. ‘They were not left long, however, in
this dilemma, for on the 12th October, two days before the meeting, the
Prefect of Police, doubtless by command of the Emperor, issued the fol-
lowing order :—
¢ Nantes, 12th Oct., 1S61.

“ Sir—I have the honor to call your attention to the following order received
from the Prefect of Police, Director of Public Safety :—

*¢In view of information received at this office and in the interests of the public

eace—
d ‘¢ All Freemasons are forbidden to meet for the purpose of electing a Grand
Master before the month of May, 1662,
‘¢ For the Counsellor of State,
¢“¢BanoNn pe GirarDOT,
¢ ¢ Secretary Gen'l."”

The effect of this edict is to leave the Grand Lodge virtually without a
head, though the Prince Murat is still legally the Grand Master ; but it is
not probable that he will have anything further to do in the matter, unless
otherwise commanded by the Emperor, who seems to have taken the en-
tire control of the Order into his own hands ; nor is it prubable that any
meeting of the body will take place before October.  The Lodges will in
the meantime continue their meetings as usual, unless the Prefect of
Police, or his Master, shall think proper to remove all opportunity for dis-
cussing the peculiarities of the condition in which they are placed, by
issuing another edict closing them up altogether. Such an order would
be entirely consistent with the suspending the Grand Lodge, and is not at
all improbable.

On receiving the edict of the 12th October, given above, the delegates
from the Provinces, who had already arrived in Paris, to attend the ex-
pected session of the Grand Lodge, addressed the following Protest to the
Secretary of the Interior : — :

 Monsieur le Ministre—A majority of the representatives of Provincial Lodges,
obeying an invitation which they had every reason to suppose correct, since it
emanated from their Masonic government, have-only heard since their arrival in

Paris of the interdict forbidding Masons from assembling for the purpose of electing
a Grand Master. They regret that the notice has reached the Lodges so tardily
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and after the departure of their representatives, but they would not think of com-
plaining, had they merely lost their time and money and had any other reason
been assigned than the interests of the public peace.

‘* Permit, then, the Masons come to Paris to represent their Brethren in so serious
a matter as the clection of a Grand Master, to protest against an allegation tending
to foster the belief that a Masonic assemblage can by any possibility interfere with
the public peace.

** We deem it a duty, sir, to protest to you, in our own name and in the name of
our absent Brethren, against all reports tending to represent French Masonry as
capable of being associated with disorder. Respect for law and order is the essen-
tial characteristic of our institution, and he must cease to be a Mason who could
for a moment forget it. We have the honor, etc.”

A correspondent of the New York Albion, writing from Paris, notices
the offensive edict in the following terms :—

“ The French Freemasons are now in a very extraordinary fix. In the Spring
they turned out Murat and elected Prince Napoleon for their Grand Master. Murat
declared the election of the rival void, and the Emperor coming to his aid, made
Prince Napoleon resign, and adjourned the election till the autumn. The other
day, as you were informed, Murat summoned a Grand Lodge for October 14, to
proceed to the election, and Prince Napoleon's secretary, in a published letter,
stated that his Imperial Highness, for the reasons which led to his former resigna-
tion, did not wish to be again chosen. But it being fully ascertained that the Free-
masons will not have the pretender to the throne of Naples (Murat) at any price,
the Emperor, at the last moment, comes forward again to give him another respite.
Only yesterday (two days before the day fixed for the nomination) the telegraph
was set to work to order the prefects of all the departments to warn Freemasons
not to come to Paris. The Craft is probibited from meeting to elect a Grand Mas-
ter until May, 1862, and the reason alleged for the prohibition is that the election
would ‘endanger public tranquility.’ This is a most miserable pretext. A more
peaceable body of men than the Masters of the different Lodges of France, cannot
be conceived, and the idea of their meeting, with their aprons and trowels, in the
Grand Lodge of the Rua Cadet, being a danger to the public peace, js perfectly

ridiculous.”

The opinion of the writer of the above would seem to be that the Em.
peror wishes to retain the Prince Murat as Grand Master of the Masons
in the empire, and in order to afford time for the opposition to exhaust
itself he has postponed the election for a year. Against this theory we
have the positive declination of the Prince himself, though this would not
probably be of much account against the wishes of the Emperor. It is,
indeed, difficult to conceive the motive or the reasons for the interference
of the civil authorities in the election. Had the edict closed up all the
Lodges, and thus suppressed their meetings as ‘ secret societies,” the
apology for it might have been that it was demanded by * reasons of
State.” But no such excuse can be offered as the matter now stands. If
danger is to be apprehended at all, it is from the four hundred and seven
Lodges scattered over the Provinces, and not from the election of a
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presiding officer for the Grand Lodge, and he a member of the imperial
family. The whole thing is inexplicable, unless the solution is to be
found in the following article from the London Freemasons’ Magazine of

Oct. 26 :—

The Grand Orient was to have met on the 14th Oct. for the election of a Grand
Master—under the adjournment from May last—and as the Prince Napoleon had
refused to stand for the office, it was hoped that the election would be allowed
quietly to take place ; but no! it was at the last moment announced by the Prefect
of Police that the meeting must be further adjourned until May next, when the
Brethren will be allowed to proceed with the election of a Grand Master, should
that illustrious Brother, the Emperor, have determined the principles on which the
Grand Lodge may be allowed to exist, it being clear that his Imperial Majesty's
Government intend to lay down some regulations on the subject, though to what
extent we are as yet kept in ignorance.

At present, however, the Grand Lodge is virtually suppressed under a circular
which the Minister of the Interior, Al. de Persigny, has addressed to the Prefects
of Police in the various departments of the Empire.

It is not our province in the Freemasons’ Magazine to discuss the policy of the
Emperor of France, or of any other Government, but cheerfully admit that whilst
any form of government exists in a country, it is its duty, if it would retain its
position, to see that its measures are not thwarted by any class of its subjects,
either through the instrumentality of secret societies or otherwise. It is well
known that for a considerable period the Jesuits and other bodies of ecclesiastics
have endeavored to raise a spirit of hostility in the people to the Government of
the Emperor, in consequence of the assistance which he has given to the re-estab-
lishment of the kingdom of Italy, in which all true-hearted Englishmen, be their
political opinions or creeds what they may, will rejoice, and to its being pretty
generally understood that the Government of the Emperor is not averse to, if he is
not prepared in time to enforce, the separation of the spiritual from the temporal
power of the Pope—by which the head of the Catholic Church will be deprived of
earthly honors, though still maintained in the rank of & spiritual prince. Through-
out France there exists many charitable institutions of a religious character, such
as the 8t. Vincent de St. Paul, St. Francais-Regis, and St. Frangois de Sales—the
objects of which are most excellent, being not only to relieve the poor, but to edu-
cate, improve, and elevate the working classes. But the institutions, it is reported,
have become the hotbeds of clerical agitators for the purpose of thwarting the
Government in its efforts to assist in the pacification of Italy, and lessen the power
of the Popes of Rome. It is admitted that these are uot political eocieties, being
formed of * religious men belonging, without distinction, to all opinions,” and com-
bining, ‘‘among their ranks, a great number of public functionaries, and devoted
friends of the Government ;” but it is objected that the Society of St. Vincent de
Paul, for that appears to be the chief offender, not only haslocal committees, but that
it has a superior council sitting at Paris, of which the Government cannot approve,
as it “ is not nominated by local societies, but bf its own sole authority, elects its
members, arrogates the right of governing the others, in order to make them a sort
of occult association, the ramifications of which it extends beyond the frontiers of
France, and which possesses a budget levied from the conferences, of which the
employment is unknown,” although we have no doubt it is shrewdly guessed at.

The result is that, by this circular of M. de Persigny, the Prefects of Police are
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requested to remind these societies of their legal position, that they must confine
themselves to their own districts, and all central authority be suppressed. And
this circular includes the Freemasons, which are admitted to be bound together for
‘ purely philanthropic objects’’—and now consists of 470 Lodges—the Craft having
ever ‘ shown itself animated with a patriotism which has never been in default
under important circumstances ;" and whilst, at the present moment, these Lodges
are warned, with other societies, of their legal position, it is expressly admitted
that *“ such is the order and spirit which reign in this association that, with the ex-
ception of its central organization, the mode of election of which being of a nature
to excite rivalry between the different Lodges, and to disturb their good harmony,
calls for some modification ; it cannot but be advantageous to authorize and recognize
its existence,”—and further, we are informed that societies wishing for a central
representation, are to give their reasons for such wish, when the Minister will
‘“have the honor to take the Emperor's orders to decide on what basis, and accord-
ing to what principles that central representation may be organized.”

We are glad to see the testimony borne by the French Minister to the readiness
with which the Brethren of France bow to the laws of their country—no matter
what their individual opinions—and trust that, though a cloud is for the present
hanging over the institution, that it may be quickly dispersed, and that the regula-
tions of the Government for its recognition may be such as can be accepted with
dignity, and add to the usefulness of the Craft. Being so, there can be then no
mistake as to the real governing body of Freemasons in France, which should at
once be acknowledged by the Grand Lodge of England—whilst if each province is
to be left to itself, it will be impossible to discriminate the genuine from the false
Mason, and we shall have no other alternative than that, which all would regret,
of closing the portals of our Lodges against all French Masons. It has always
been a matter of regret to us that England has had no relations with the Grand
Orient of France, and we therefore look forward with pleasure to the day when,
being officially acknowledged by the Government of France, we can make no
error in extending towards it the right hand of fellowship, so that out of apparent
evil may come good, and Freemasonry be yet another bond for binding the peoples
of the two pations together in amity and good will.

.

STROLLS AMONG THE WORKMEN.
NO. 6.

Dear Brother Moore,—1I am inclined to skip over a page or two in my journal
for the purpose of diversifying the subject, otherwise I fear you will put me down
as an old grumbler or fault-finder. I assure you, however, I am neither ; I only
have my share of fondness for old customs, in common with the brotherhood
generally. Although I may not like being placed among the old fogies of the
Order, neither am I inclined to be classed with reckless young America. There
is suflicient spirit in my composition to seize upon anything that will prove ad-
vantageous to the Institution ; but, like others of my Brethren, I am not disposed
to favor changes under fancied improvements.

It is remarkable how exceedingly tenacious Masons are generally of preserving
the old customs and usages of the Order. This feeling, I believe, is shared to
greater or less degree by all. The exceptions, when found, are among those
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who have not properly investigated the science and principles of Freemasonry,
aud .consequently know but little ubout its general regulations and old customs.
The young Mason is as sensitive in this particular as the old Brother, all feeling
a wilful variation from the old Landmarks of the Order to be an unpardonable
offence.

I like to see Masons pertinacious in maintaining this point, but at the same time
they should be sure that their own instructions in the Ritual were correct and
their positions invulnerable. I have thought that the fondness manifested for our
forms and ceremonies was owing, in a great degree, to their peculiar quaintness
and in differing so widely as they do from the practices of modern societies.
They bear the stamp of antiquity : are unique and solemn, and possess an inex-
pressible grandeur, which, united, ure not only attractive, but make an indelible
impression upon the heart. Forms and ceremonies of some character have been
uscd for the induction of initiates into Freemasonry from time immemorial ; but to
what date in antiquity its present Ritual can be fixed, I presume will be difficult
satisfactorily to establish. Its mysteries, however, as we have them, are en-
shrined as  jewels rare” in the recess of human hearts, and the casket guarded
by the sleepless vigil of sensitive consciences. No other sentinel is needed to
ensure their safety, and, until the beginning of the last century, no other was
thought of;; there were no restraints or government controlling the Craft but
those communicated traditionally.

It was not until that period that the framework of the Institution assumed a
tangible and systematic form, and yet we find that the mysteries of Freemasonry
were safely lodged in the repository of faithful breasts, proving clearly that their
safe-keeping did not depend upon the permanent organization of a Lodge, for up
to this period Masons required no warrant to give legality to their Lodges. Their
meetings were casual, the Brethren, in their respective neighborhoods, coming
together as was their wont, to meet the exigencies of’ the inoment. They met as
circumstances required, and opencd Lodges for work and instruction; and al-
though they did so without specific authority, their Lodges, when opened,
possessed the same vitality, power and virtue us do Lodges of the present day,
which exist under the panoply of a Grand Lodge by a “ warrant of authority.”

It was under an indefinite organization such as this, and preserved through
ages enveloped in darkness, that we have had transmitted to us, nninipaired, the
most beautiful tenets of our Institution. Notwithstanding the native and peculiar
organization of the Masons of that day, and which to us seem to lack the power
and cohesive strength found only in concert of action, we find our ancient
Brethren not only as capable of appreciating the ritual and principles of the
Order, but as faithful in maintaining them inviolate as the Masons of the present
day, surrounded as they are by the restraints of innumerable laws and regula-
tions and the pomp and pageantry of august Grand Bodies. They appear too to
have fully understood what were the requisite qualifications of candidates for
our mysteries without the aid of written instructions. The Ritual and the un-
alterable Landmarks of the Order seemed to have equal prominence in their
teachings, for we find a general knowledge of the art, both in its principles and
its work, reflected from them in their full force.
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Although the safe keeping of our secrets may not depend in any degree upon
o representative system of government, it is necessary, under existing circom-
slances, that there should be either this or some other controlling form of govern-
ment by which the principles and usages of the Institution may be preserved and-
perpetuated, and the Craft restrained from indulging in new notions and practices.
This necessity, doubtless, developed itself at the beginning of the last century,
for at that time a Grand Lodge sprang into existence, as it were, spontaneously,
and the Craft imparted to it instrumentalities and powers of sufficient magnitude
to strengthen and enforce authority.

Abstractly considered, Masons possess the inherent right of opening Lodges
and doing Masonic work when and wherever a certain number are congregated
for that purpose. It is only said that the right has been resigned into the hands
of Grand Lodges, and that the Lodges can now only exist under the power of a
written or printed instrument of anthority ; that we have been instructed * that a
Lodge is a certain number of Masons duly assembled, with a Warrant or Charter
empowering them to work.” It seems to me that this must vary the original
teaching under this head by the interpolation of the words “ Warrant or Charter,”
s such an instrument was not known in former times ; nor do 1 think it is strictly
applicable in the scnse in which it is received by those instructed. It does not
convey the proper signification of what we are to understand @ Lodge to be.

It will be admitted, of course, that a Lodge cannot now be lawfully opened
without a warrant of authority from a party authorized to issue one, and yet, al-
though a warrant empowers a body of Masons to open a Lodge, it is entirely un-
connected with any of the ceremonies proper to the occasion; nor is it at all
necessary in perfecting it. Nor do I agree with some of my very estimable
Brethren—whose Masonic attainments have reached a high pinnacle on the tem-
ple of fare, and at whose feet I would willingly sit and learn—that the warrant
must be present in lhe room ot the opening of the Lodge. [ have already intimated
that it is indispensubly necessary that a Lodge shonld be in possession of a
Charter or Warrant, and that a Lodge cannot be opened without such authority,
except only when done by the Grand Master in person, or by a Dispensation
from hiin.

Although it is essential that the Warrant should be in the custody of the
Lodge, I do not Jook upon it as at all important whether it is in the safe of the
officer at his dwelling or hung up in the Lodge room. Its virtue does naut con.
sist in the parchment which conveys its force or the ink it is written with, It is
only valuable in this respcct as communicating or expressing the act of the Grand
Body creating the Lodge, and because it furnishes the evidence of its lawful
existence. ‘To be sure, it is far more convenient that the Warrant should be in
the room or near by, in case a visitor wishes to see it, or for other purposes, and
it is advisable that it should be there ; but I am unable to understand why its im-
mediate presence is indispensable in the Lodge room at the opening. I take it
for granted it could not have been so considered in olden times.

I make a distinction between a Lodge of Masler Masons and a Master Mason’s
Lodge. The one is created and maintains a perpetual existence by virtve of a
warrant of authority, while the other cannot be brought into existence by any



40 STROLLS AMONG THE WORKMEN.

such means, nor without the performance of certain ceremonies, and yet, under
the present system of government, they are both dependent upon each other. A
Lodge of Masons might exist under a warrant, afier its institution, to the extent
of the constitutional limit, and be inoperative and powerless and unable to perform ~
any Masonic work, unless a Lodge was opened in ancient form.

A Master Mason’s Lodge does not remain in existence longer than during the
time it is thus regularly opened. Its functions as a Lodge ceases with the closing
ceremonies, and the same Lodge cannot be opened again, consequently the work
of each Lodge is perfect in-itself. This idea cannot be better illustrated than by
citing the case of the initiation, passing and raising of a candidate. Although
the candidate receives the degrees from persons composing the same body of
Masons, they are conferred upon him by three distinct and separate Lodges, and
even should the third degree be divided, and the first section given at one meet-
ing and the second at the next, he would receive the respective sections from two
distinct Lodges.

I cannot close these reflections more appropriately or profitably than by
transcribing a portion of the very able report of the Committee on Foreign Cor-
respondence of the Grand Lodge of Virginia, which not only strengthens but
confirms the position here taken, and to no source can we look with more con-
fidence than this for orthodoxy in Masonic law.

““We ask the question, where is the power or the propriety, and under what
authority does a subscquent Lodge assume to judge the correctness of the pro-
ceedings of a previous Lodge, existing and working under the same Charter or
Warrant? We should like to be inforined upon these puints ; for, to the minds
of your committee, it is all wrong, and the practice caonot be too severely re-
probated and too soon abolished, if our views are correct. We have been taught
to believe an entirely different practice to be correct, and followed by most of our
Lodges from the earliest introduction of Masonry in our State, and which long
experience has stamped as the best now brought under our notice. The Sec-
retary is required ¢ to observe the proceedings of the Lodge; keep a fair record
of all things proper to be written,” &c., &c.; hence everything which transpires
is regularly written in a bouk, and, befure the Lodge is closed, these proceedings
are read and corrected by order of the Master, aud if anything have escaped his
attention, some member suggests the omission, the amendment is made and the
question submitted—* Are the minutes correct?” The record is then signed by
the Master and attested by the Secretary ; the Lodge is then closed, and the pro-
ceedings stand as the work of the Lodge, for good or for evil, without power at
any subsequent meeting to alter or amend, condenin or approve. These proceed-
ings are then neatly transcribed in the * Record Book,’ and read at the next stated
communication—and for what? Not for its approval—for its chartered rights
are no greater than those of the preceding Lodge ; not to test the accuracy of the
Secretary in transcribing them—for the Lodge being composed of different mem-
bers, cannot possibly know what transpired at the meeting ; but simply for in-
formation to the members, and also to enable the Master to draw his designs upon
the Trestle-Board, and shape the business of the Ledge accordingly. This, in
the opinion of your committee, is the correct course.”

Yours, truly and fraternally, D.
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OUR COUNTRY AND OUR DUTY.

An Address delivered before St. Andrew's Lodge, Boston, by R. W. Bexs. Dgaw, D. D. G. M.
for the First Masonic District, on the occasion of his annual visit, Oct, 10th, 1861.

IT is unnecessary for me at this time to speak of the work of St. Andrew’s
Lodge. Without any examination I should be sure of its accuracy and skillful
delineation while in your hands. You and I were taught by the same teacher,
and your work accords with my own opinious of what correct work should be.

You will, therefore, excuse me if 1 leave those matters without further remark,
and say a word or two upon a subject of peculiar interest at the present crisis—
a subject I should hardly dare to venture upon if it had not already been some-
what discussed in Masonic circles, namely— The relations of Masonry lo the
present distracled state of our Country.

Our Country is now being devoured by internecine strife—a condition foretold
by some, disbelieved by others, and feared by many.

Thirty years have scarcely elapsed since Webster closed his most brilliant

speech with these words :— -

‘“ God grant, that when my eyes shall be turned to behold, for the last time, the
sun in heaven, may I not see him shining on the broken and dishonored fragments
of a once glorious Cnion ; on States dissevered, discordant, belligerent ; on a land
rent with civil feuds, or drenched, it may be, in fraternal blood ! Let their last
feeble and lingering glance, rather behold the gorgeous ensign of the Republic, now
known and honored throughout the earth, still full high advanced, its arms and
trophies streaming in their original lustre, not a stripe erased or polluted, nor a
single star obscured—bearing for its motto, no such miserable interrogatory, as
what is all this worth ? Nor those other words of delusion and folly, Liberty first
and Union ofterwards—but everywhere spread all over in characters of living
light, blazing on all its ample folds, as they float over the sea and over the land,
and in every wind under the whole heavens, that other sentiment—dear to every
true American heart— Liberty and Union, now and forever, one and inseparable !

The prayer was answered. He did not live to see his Country’s dishonor. But
a few years, however, had closed over his grave ere the catostrophe came.

And now, when it has come—when cvery patriot is straining every faculty to
discover some balm to heal the gaping wound, some power to arrest the fratrici-
dal strife, it is not surprising that many enthusiastic Brethren should look to the
Masonic Institution for a remedy.

They see our ancient institution prospering in every part of the country—a
Lodge within reach of every inhabitant—and those Lodges composed of the more
active and enterprising portions of the people. They think they have found the
institution having the power to cure the national disease, ond they feel the im-
pulse to use it. .

Nor is thisall. It is but a short time, a very short time, since a body of Ma-
sons—the Knight Templars of Richmond, Virginia—visited Boston. They re-
turned from the Capital of Massachusetts to the Capital of Virginia, to warm the
hearts of the Old Dominion towards the Old Bay Slate, by accounts of their
romantic pilgrimage, gnd the sincere and brotherly reception they were every-
where greeted with. 6
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Their visit is returned !—and everywhere on the soil of Virginia, flowers fill our
pathway,—Corn and Wine and Oil are without money and without price !—our
cup runneth over !

Cannot this institution, they exclaim—this glorious, wide-spread Masonic
Brotherhood—seize this monster rebellion in its powerful grasp and strangle it?
Can it not by organized action in all its branches sap its strength, by extracting
from the hearts of the combatants every unkind and warlike feeling ?

With sorrow for our Country, but without sorrow for the Institution, the answer
must be, No! With sorrow for the Country, because any substantial and per-
manent cure of her bleeding wounds should be hailed with tears of joy. With-
out sorrow for the Institution of Freemasonry, because such a use of it—such a
power even—would be subversive of the institution itself.

Of course 1 do not mean that Masonry should not exert its conservative in-
fluences upon society, wherever it may flourish—softening asperities, mitigating,
and destroying fanaticism—inculcating charity towards all mankind,—but I mean
that it should not, as an organized institution, throw itself into the breach—place
itself between the contending parties, and attempt by any means, or in any man-
ner, to control or influence the political affairs of the Nation.

The Masonic and Knightly courtesies to which I have alluded, undoubtedly
somewhat delayed the action of Virginia, but other and more direct influences on
the tide of events, thwarled their kindly tendencies. They were powerless to
prevent the storm. And we have the singular fact, that the Governor who wel-
comed his Brother Masons and Sir Knights to the shores of Virgiuia, is a leader
in the Rebel Army—and the more singular fact, that the Commander of the En-
campment that entertained us in Virginia, wrote that inost intemperate and un-
masonic reply o the temperate Circular of the Grand Commander of the General
Grand Encampment of the United States, upon the duties of Templars in the
present crisis.

It is also worthy of remark, as an illustration of the changes wrought by time,
and of the march of events, and of the political weakness of such considerations
in times like these, that the indenture by which the Masons in Massachuseits
took their property from the coutrol of the Legislature and popular fury in anti-
masonic limes, provided that in the eveut of the decay of Masonry in Massachu-
selts, the Masonic Temple should be conveyed to the Grand Lodge of South
Carolina, to be improved and disposed of for Masonic purposes. Contemplate
the fact a moment : no two States are politically faither apart than Massachusetts
and South Carolina; yet the Masons of Massachusetls conveyed all their pro-
perty, so that if they were overwhelmed by the fanaticism of their own people,
it should go exclusively to the Grand Lodge of South Carolina. Thank God the
institution still lives, and that Temple, instead of going 10 the Grand Ludge of
South Carolina, has gone 1o the general Government for a Temple of Justice !
No! Masonry could not stop the suife if it would. Its entire organization for-
bids any intermeddling with matters of a political nature. The charges 1o
which every Master of a Lodge assents, exacts a ¢ patient submission to the de-
cisions of the Supreme Legislature.” If that Legislature says fight, we must
fight.
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[1s benevolence is universal ; its arms are extended alike to all ; no shade of
political opiuion excludes a candidate ; it exists South and North, East and West ;
wmany Brethren of extreme political opinions in each section are among its mem-
bers, and they are taught that those opinions are not subject to its control, and
that they contracted their obligations to Masonry on the condition that they
should not interfere with the conscientious discharge of any political tie or duty.
If you say to a Southern Brother, you are engaged in a plot and conspiracy
against Government, he will reply, that he conscientiously believes that they
have the constitutional right to secede, or that they are engaged in justifiable
revolutivn, opening the discussion of subjects that have long distracted our ua-

happy country.

The introduction of such topics, instead of uniting the country, would divide
the institution. It is not au issue for a Masonic Lodge ; it must be decided by
the bayonet—it must be washed out in blood. As Masons, we must obey the
commands of the Supreme Legislature of our country ; she has commanded,
and we must fight at her biddiug ; it is not for Masonry to embarrass or meddle
with her measures.

If politics are excluded from our councils in ordinary times, they are still more
dangerous in times of great excitement,

If Masonry could be used for one political purpose, it might be for another;
if for a good oue, it might be for a bad one. The bulwark of entire prohibition
broken, and it would become a secret political organization, deserving the re-
probation and condemnation of every manly and straightforward mind.

Oa the 30th day of November, 1773, St. Andrew’s Lodge adjourned on ac-
count of the few Brethren present. A note 1o the record states that the * con-
signees of lea took up the Brethren's time.”

What was done was done out of the Lodge ; no issue was there settled—no
plan of arrangements was there agreed vpon. So let it ever be. Whatever
you do outside of Masonry, let it be done outside the Lodge room. Do not en-
danger the institution by mixing it up with your own political and ambitious pro-
jects.

Masonry upholds the country of its adoption by its direct teachings, and still
more by its great conservatism. [t teaches its votaries to be peaceable citizens,
and cheerfully to conform to the laws of the country in which they reside ; to
pay a proper respect to the civil magistratd ; to work diligently, live creditably,
and act hounorably by all men. Itis a peaceful, social, Christian organization,
ecatlering blessings wherever it goes. If in spite of its teachings rebellion takes
place, it waits upon the army ; by its social qualities, Christian teachings and
benign influences, and lofty rites, it mitigates the monotony of the camp, and
humanizes the profession of war. It even follows in the wake of batile, and
watches the igsue like an angel of mercy.

The battle over, it is a shield to the fallen Brother—it protects him from further
harm—it stays the then uplified sword—it assuages the rigors of imprisonment—
it nurses the sick, and ministers to the wounded.

Peace restored, and as the grand cenuie of life and light, it will spread its
genial and healing rays over our wide-spread land, carrying Brotherly Love, Re-
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lief and Truoth to every mansion and to every cabin, It will conciliate true
fiiendship among those who might otherwise have remained at a perpetual
distance, and will hasten the time when “ihe heart and tongue shall again join
in promoting each other’s welfare and rejoicing in each other’s prosperity.”’

PRESENTATION TO COL. JONES.—INTER-
ESTING ANECDOTE BY GEN. BUTLER.

Tue members of Mount Horeb R. A. Chapter and Pilgrim Encampment, of
Lowell, met last Saturday evening for the purpose of presenting a dress sword 1o
Col. E. F. Jones, of the Massachueetts 26th Regiment, now stationed here, and
soon to leave for active duties. M. E. J. P. Folsom, High Priest of the Chapter,
presided.

After supper, Comp. Folsom called to order and explained the object for which
the Brethren had convened. Sir Knight W. F. Salmon then presented an ele-
gant dress sword to Sir Knight Col. Jones in a very neat and appropriate speech,
which was replied 1o with a heart full of emation by the Colonel, for this re-
membrance on the part of his Companions and Brethren, just as he was aboutto
leave for the trying duties 1o which his country called him. .

Sir Knight Major General B. F. Butler was then called up and made a speech
full of patriotism and feeling. The General stated that while he was in com-
mand at Fortress Monroe, (Hampton having been deserted by its inhabitants, was
occupied by his troops,) word came to him that some of the soldiers were wear-
ing the Masonic jewels and regalia which they had seized. The General ascer-
tained that a Lodge and Chapter of R. A. Masons had been established at
Hampton, the shire town of that county, and that their apartments had been laid
open to the public view by the lawlessness of some of his troops. Therefore he
caused all the furniture, jewels, regalia and property of the Lodge and Chapter
to be collected, numbered, and carefully stored within the Fortrees, together with
a catalogue of the sanie, in order that they may be restored to the Brethren when
more peaceful times will enable them to resume their labors. The General’s
remarks were received with great attention.

Sir Knight B. B. Sargeant, Mayor of Lowell, was then called upon, and he
was followed by Sir Knight Col. I'H. F rench, of St. Bernard Encampment,
commanding a regiment now stationed here. Speeches were then made by Sirs
W. 8. Garduer, Commander of Pilgrim Encampment, Hosford, A. A. Putnam,
from Chicago, Hutchinson, Dr. Burnham, Lang, and Companions Wood and
Brown, which were interspersed with singing by Sir Knight Borden, of St. John’s
Encampment, Providence, R. I.  The occasion was an interesting one, and was
concluded by all uniting in singing * Auld Lang Syne.”

Col. Jones was formerly Colonel of the Massachusetis 6th, which met with
such a bloody reception on its march to the Capital through Baltimore, on the
19th of April last.

Lowell, Nov. 17, 1861.
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THE PEACE CONVENTION AT LOUISVILLE.

REPLY OF THE GRAND MASTER OF NEW YORK 10 THE INVITATION TO ATTEND AND
’ FARTICIPATE IN THE DELIBERATIONS OF THE CONVENTION,

Office of the Grand Master of Masons in the State of New York, §
Syracuse, N. Y., Oclober 18, 1861.

My Dear Brethren—Your kind and frateriial letter inviting me to attend and
participate in the deliberations of the proposed National Convention at Louisville,
Ky., on the 21st inst., to be composed of * the present and past Grand Masters of
ali the Grand Lodges of Freemasons in all the States,” was received some time
since, and would have been answered without delay, but for the desire I had of
ascertaining and if possible reflecting the views of my constituency. With this
object in view [ have delayed my reply to the latest moment.

The object ot the proposed Counvention seems to be * to recommend some plan
10 heal the woes ol the country, or to make suggestions which may lead to such
a result;” and the confidence you express in the practicability of the movement
seems lo be based in the undoubted conviction of my compeers in the several
States and of myself in * the grand duty of making sincere and honest efforts to
save a sinking country from the wreck, ruin and desolation, now not only threat-
ening our own great and beloved land, but actually sweeping over it,”’ and you
ask us to *“ come logether from the East, West, North, and South, in a spirit of
enlarged and tender fraternity as patriotic men, and in the providence of God we
may be able to give out a lead which may redound to the salvation of our nation,
and arrest the terrible national calamities now impending over us.”

1 am glad to recognize in the names of the distinguished gentlemen who have
given me this invitation, the evidence of a sincere desire on their part, to make
our fraternity useful in the salvation of our country from impending ruin. Iam
also satisfied that the effort is prompted by pure and noble patriotism ; but before
I shall commit the great constituency whose commission I bear, either directly
or indirectly, to a project of so much importance, and involving consequences so
pervading and momentous, and before determining whether the Masonic Fra-
ternity of New York, with a constituency outnumbering the entire population of
one or more of the States engaged in the contest, should be represented in the
proposed convention by their present head, or by any representative appointed
by him, for the objects propused, several considerations should be decided :
among which are—

1. Has the Grand Master of New York or the Past Grand Masters any authority
in their official capacities to represent the Fraternity of this State in the proposed
Convention ?

2. What relation does Masonry hold to the political government under which it
exists that its agency may be employed for correcting evils existing therein, or for
averling calamities threatened thereto ?

3. What measures can be adopted or indicated by the Convention which would
meet the approval of both parties in the civil war now raging, and as a consequence
restore peace to the country ?

4. Are the objects of the Convention possible of attainment through any peace-
able agency 1
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5. If favorable answers cannot be given to the last three questions, what then
can be done by our Fraternity, if anything, through the agency of that body, or
otherwise to mitigate or alleviate the horrors of the fratricidal strife in which the
country is involved ?

These are plain questions, though they involve the whole subject, and I will
proceed to answer them candidly and as briefly as their gravity and importance
will permit.

Firsi, then, as to the authorily of the representatives inviled from this State.
Touching that of the Past Grand Masters, it is a fundamental law of our Grand
Lodge that ““no past officer has any power or privileges as such, except the
respect due to his standing, skill, aud experience, save what is expressly given
him by the Constitution of this Grand Lodge.” No authority is given these
officers in our Constitution to represent this jurisdiction in any national body
whatever. They are, therefore, without authority on this subject and can
represent nobody but themselves in the proposed Convention without appoint-
ment from the Grand Master. As respects the powers aud privileges of the
Grand Master there are many prerogatives accorded to him derived alone from
“custom and tradition ;" but among these there are none which authorize him
to interfere with any enterprise of a political character. Among the powers
grauted to him, as specified in our “written”’ laws, the most important, and that
only.which would seem 10 authorize some action in the premises, is that which
empowers him “ to discharge all the executive functions of the Grand Lodge in
the intervals between its sessions.” That body may make Masonic appoint
ments, in all cases where the authority is not specifically given to some one of
its officers; and as a consequence the Grand Master may make these appoint-
ments, il proper to be made, when the Grand Lodge is not in session. The
question then arises, the abstract power to do so being conceded for the purposes
of this argument, whether I shall appoint one or more of my predecessors
or other members of the Fraternity, and it includes many of the ablest men of the
State, to represent New York in the proposed Convention? The answer to this
question must depend upon the other propositions before submitted ; the ¢‘ second”
of which is—

What relation does Masonry hold to the political government, that its agency
may be employed in correcting the evils existing therein, or for averting the
calamities threatening its overthrow? This question might be readily answered
were we speaking for our Fraternity in England, where a member of the Royal
House, the Earl of Zetland, is Grand Master, or for our Brethren in Sweden,
where the late King Oscar was Grand Master, or for our Brethren in Prussia,
where His Majesty the King of Prussia is their Piotector, or for our Brethren in
France, where Prince Lucien Murat has held the office of Grand Master for the
past seven years, and Prince Napoleon is said recently to have been elected to
it. In these countries Masonry is not a part of the government, but is connected
with it or dependent upon it to a certain degree, and its relations thereto are well
defined and understood ; but here in the United States it is independent of all
pelitical control, and looks alone to the justice, charity and benevolence of its
principles, and the good character of its members for its position and influence
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in society. It is a principle of Masonic law, older than any existing political
government, that “ a Mason is a peaceable subject who is never to be concerned
in plots against the State, nor be disrespectful to the civil magistrate.” The
United States, as forming one people, one nation, was and is a State; it is so re-
cognized among the nations of the earth and by the doctrines of international
and monicipal law, How it is possible, therefore, for my old and valued friends
Chief Justice English, Albert Pike and T. D. Merrick, of Arkansas; Colonels
Hillyer and Kopperl, of Mississippi; Adams, Fellows, Barnett and Risk, of
Louisiana ; Col. Neil, of Texas ; Clopton, Wiley, Dixon and Sayre, of Alabama ;
Gov. Brown, of Florida ; Buist, Mackey, Gourdon and Ramsey, of South Carolina;
Scott, Daniel and Dove, of Virginia; and others of like intelligence, integrity
and Masonic knowledge to reconcile their resistance to the lawful authority of
the national government whose protecting care has sustained them, whose just
and benign laws have protected them, and whose liberal policy has encouraged
them, with their obligations to Masonry, of which they have been exemplars and
almost oracles, and which has inculcated this loyalty to their government as
among their first Masonic lessons, is more than I can tell. 1 know them all 10 be
noble, generous-hearted and honorable men, and knowing this, I am constrained
to believe that some dire hallucination has possessed them, I have never heard
more loyal and patriotic sentiments expressed than those to which I have listened
while discharging the duties of a high and responsible position in a National
Convention to which their own magnanimous votes elected me, trom the lips of
Brothers Pike, Hillyer and Buist. Their thoughts on the occasion to which I
refer, and which will be remembered by hundreds of my Brethren from the
South, glowed with the eloquence of Demosthenes, with the fervor of Mirabeau,
and the wisdom of Jefferson. I little thought as the music of that eloquence
died upon my ears it was so soon to be revived in precipitating a sovereign State
into rebellion as in the onslanght agaiost the Union by Bro. Buist in the Legisla-
tare of South Carolina, or in that of Bro. Pike in employing his singular and
commanding influence’ and eloquence in inciting the savage tribes to smite the
hand that feeds them and plunge the tomahawk into the heads and hearts of the
Biethren whom he was addressing. How strange and unaccountable are the
teachings of this eloquent Brother to the Fraternity in the Southwestern States
with his present diabolic enterprise ! “It is not the mission of Masonry,” says
Bro. Pike in his address to the Grand Lodge of Louisiana only three years since,
“ to engage in plots and conspiracies against the civil Government, * #* ¥
It does not preach sedition nor encourage rebellion by a people or a race when
it can only end in disaster or defeat ; or if successful in bloodshed and barbarism.
# % % It frowns upon cruelty and a wanton disregard of the rights of hu-
manity, and it is alike the enemy of the mob and the autocral ; it is the votary
of liberty and justice.” Could these teachings reach the sober consciences of
the South, and be acted upon, there would be no need of meeting in the Con-
vention to which you bave invited me. I rejoice to accept from Bro. Pike this
explanation of our relation to the political governmeut under which he and I
bave been reared. These relations and obligations, as explained by him, are
those of loyalty and patriotism ; but I am ready to admit that as an organization
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we have no material power—no connection with these governments. We can
only act as individuals, as citizens and freemen in seeking to allay the strife and
discord between our Brethren, and to arrest the carnage which is summoning our
Brethren to the bar of God, by the teaching and practice of the principles tanght
us by the wise and good men of our Fraternity, and which are found in the
arcana of Masonry. Believing this only to be our duty, yet, feaiing that I might
not fully appreciate the mission of our great Fraternity and the duty of my con-
stituency in reference to the Convention, I have asked the advice not ouly of my
cabinet of Grand Officers, as was my duty, but of all my predecessors in this
State who are living, and of other eminent Brethren; and [ have been favored
with replies from very many of them, among whom I feel at liberty to mention
the names of Past Grand Masters Reuben Hyde Walworth, Nelson Randall,
Isaac Phillips, Oscar Coles, Nathaniel F. Waring and John W. Simons, Hon.
Archibald Bull, Rev. Duoctors Stephen H. Tyng, A. B. Beach and R. L.
Schoomaker, Hon. George W, Clinton, Clinton F. Paige, Senior Grand Warden ;
John J. Crane, Deputy Grand Master; James M. Austin, Grand Secretary ;
Henry W. Turner, Representative of the Grand l.odge of Canada; A. B. Cald-
well, Esq., and a Convention of the Lodges at Albany, our Siate Capitol, and
others of our Fraternity which include among their members sorme of the best
and most conservative men of the State, and ot others who are high in the con-
fidence of the State and Nation. The Grand Masters of other States have also
addressed me, giving their own views and desiring 1o know the course which
New York designed to pursne. 1 do not feel at liberty to give the views
of the writers named or those of others who have favored me with their
opinions, because many of them are confidential, but some of the writers have
kindly and very appropriately given the press the privilege of copying their-let-
ters addressed to me. I state my own convictions and what I believe to be those
of the frateraity of this State in saying that the relations of Masonry to the civil
governmente, both of the Uniled States and of the so called Confederate States,
are not such as to permit its interference with any line of policy either may see
fit 10 adopt; but if my compeers in other States think differently, the question
then arises—

3. What measures can the Convention adopt or indicate which would be likely
to meet the approval of the belligerent parties and as a consequence restore
peace to the country ?

On the part of the Government of the United States I may say that the follow-
ing propositions were submitted to it several weeks since, and which it neglects
or declines to answer—though it is proper to say that this silence conveys a
different import in respect to the feelings of some of the leading membeis of
the Adminisuiation from that which I had previously been led to believe it
pussessed through assurances from persons Ligh in its confidence. The propoei-
tions in substance were these—1st. Will the National Administration receive
with favor the recommendations of the proposed Convention at Louisville tending
to a peaceable adjustment of our National difficulties? 2d. Whether my Ma-
sonic Brethren from the Southern States, including, peihaps, Judge English and
Albert Pike, of Arkansas, Col. Neil, of Texas, and others whom I particularly
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specified, will be molested in attending the proposed Convention, they all being
now actively engaged in the rebellion! and 3d. Has the Nativual Governmeut
auy plan for the peaceable adjustment of our Nationul dilficulties which may
salely be proposed to our Brethren of the South, and which would be likely to
meel the acquiescence of the North? Though different opinions may be enter-
tained touching the silence of our General Government upou these questivus,
the following deductions seem the most natural aud reasonable, (because every
one who has the honor of a personal acquaintance with the Secretary of State,
knows that nothing but reasons of State policy would deter him fiom answering
a respectful communication,) viz. :—1st. ‘I'hat in the present anitude of the South
the U, States Government will not listen 10 any measures tending 1v a peaceable
adjustment of the difficulties ; 2d. That our Brethren fiom the Southern Siates
who may think proper to attend the proposed Congress or Convention at Louis-
ville, have no guarranty against arrest for treason ; and 3d. That our Govern-
ment has no plan to propose to the seceding Siates fur the settllement of the war
except ia their vuqualified submission to the requirements of the Constitution
and laws. Candor compels me 10 say that in the first and last of there deductions
the demands of our Government are, in my opinion, not only just and reasonable,
bat will be sanctioned and sustained by a united people at the Noith and by the
sound Masonic sentiment of the wotld. As to the gecoud propusition I have only
to say that [ cannot be a party in any attempt to cause my Sovuthern Biethien, by
deceptive assurances ur by my countenance in person, to be arrested and im-
prisoned while engaged in a mission of peace to the nat.on. So much for the
Government of the United States. Now as 10 the determination of the ruling
authorities ia the so-called Confederate States. I am assured upon the authority
of one of the Ex-Presideuts of the United States, * that the South—1he Executive
Department at Richmond, will make no terms with us (the U. S. Government)
that do not recognize their independence as a nation.” Svme of the circum-
stances under which the head of the Richmond Governmeut pronounced this
‘ ultimatum” have already been made public ; and the feally 1 owe 10 the U. §.
Government forbids me to communicate the balance of thers circumsiances and
the authority of the propositions in response to whom thia * uliimatum” was
given. The determination of the. controversy would seerm, therefure, to resolve
iselfl into the questions of finaucial ability, physical endurance and military
capacity. Neither side is now prepared to receive any piopositions of com-
promise. Speaking for the Government to which New York owes fealty, [ do
not eee how it is possible for any reasonable man at the South 10 thiuk for an in-
stant that the Goverument of the U. 8. can recoguize the independence of the
Coufederate States. It has no right, no power, no authuity to do =0. It might
as well attempt 10 recognize the abrogation of the Federal Constitution ; because
the accomplished secession of one hall the States or onehird of the Sites is
‘e faclo” a disintegration of the Union, and ¢ pro tanto’ a destruction of the
Constitution. The President * must’ maintain the Government, he has no
election or discretion in the matter. Nothing but the fiat of Jehovah which
may call him to the bar of the final Judge will release him frawm this obligation ;
and hence il was the mos! bootless mission that intelligent men ever set out upon

7
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to attempt to induce him to recognize that independence. The President of the
United States is the creature of the Coustitution, and to set that instrument aside,
as he would be compelled to do in recognizing the independence of the Southern
States, would be an indelensible, unauthorized and monstrous usurpation of
authority. The act would be totally without authoiity, nugatory and svid. 1
need not argue this puint with the jurisis and statesmen with whom I am invited
to compare opinions, It is self-evident and needs no argument. [t is passing
strange that our Brethren of the South do not realize this fact. They have a
remedy inside the Constitution, which, I believe, the North would have been,
and may siill be, willing to giany, in the amendment of the Constitution, €0 as to
allow them to become an independent government ; but, in the absence ot such
an amendment, it is my candid belief that they will uot be allowed 10 set up that
government, That which they have now foimed is, in the eyes of the world
and in the sight of Gud and Masonry, a fraud, a usurpation, and a monstrosity.
It is like the house of which the Saviour speaks that was founded vpon sand, and
like that it must fall. The President of the U. S., who is not only the agent of
the people, but of an All-wise Provicence, is obliged to maintain the Govern-
ment or to submit to its destruction. There is no half-way about it. Which
shall he do? Isubmit 1o you, Brethren from Tennessee, from Kentucky, and
from the whole South, which will he do? He is not of iny choice any moie than
he is of yours. Anticipating and proclaiming with my feeble voice some of the
troubles which now threaten the destruction of the Union, I did all I could in my
capacity as a cilizen 1o prevent his election, as did, 1 venture to say, one-half of
my constituents, but he was elected! Abraham Lincoln, by the voice of the
people, by the fiat of the Constitution, and by the decree of Almighty God, is
the President of the United States, and I bow with all deference and due
solemnity, as all good Masons ouzht to bow, to the majesty aud power and ir-
revocable decrees of these autho:ities. And if, as among the incidental iesults
that may follow from disobedience to these authorities, the whole labor system
of one-half the Uuion shall be swept away under the mighty agencies emplcyed
in the suppression of this rebellion, and the foundations of the society which is
dependent upon that system, be broken np and be compelled to seek new
grounds for itls maintenance; and if new localities for the production of their
staple commoditiea be forced into existence by their perverseness, involving their
own financial and social ruin, I do not know who will be to blame for it but the
malcontents themselves. I beg you to understand mie that such is not the inten-
tion of the North, for it would preserve the Union and the States aud all the
rights of the Siales, but it may be a *‘ consequence” of the position assumed by
the South ; for you will pardon me for eutertaining the belief that if the Union,
on the one haud, or the * patriarchial institution,” on the other, is to perish, the
Jatter will succumb; it can no where be found in the ordinances or deciees of
Providence that this wise and beneficent government shall be destroyed in order
that “any” institution of human origin shall be preserved. You will therefore
pardou me for presumiung 1o intimate the belicf that neither the people of the
Union, nor the Presideut whom they elected, is responsible for these fearful
cousequences ; for the former have declared through their Congress, and the lat-
ter has approved that declaration in a solemn pledge to carry it out, ¢ that this
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war is not waged upon their part in any spirit of oppression, or for any purpose
of conquest or subjngation, or purpose of overthiowing or interfering with the
rights or established institutions o any State, but to defend aud maiutain the
supremacy of the Constitution, and to preserve the Union with all the dignity,
equality and rizhts of the several States; aud as soon as these objects are ac-
complished the war ought.to cease.” If any additional evidence were needed
of the fidelity of the President to the limitations, restrictions and compromises of
the Constitution, it would be found in his proclamation modilying and restricting
that of one of the commanding Generals of the U. S. to the limits prescribed by
the Constitution and laws.

It is therefore under the circumstances now existing, not to be expected, that
any measures can be adopted or indicated by this Peace Congress which would
be accepled by either party, Six months ago it might have been done, or six
months hence it may be done. But the gentle and {raternal counsels of Masonry
will receive no countenance or enconragement from either. The blood-red ban-
ner of war must waive until the flag of the Union or of the Confederate States
ehall triumph. The God of batiles and of nations will decide the conflict with
the agencies employed in it. The consequences are in His hande, and [ am
disposed to believe that among these consequences the bases of our Union will
be made deeper and broader and firmer than before : and that the convulsions
of society for ages to come will not be able to move. God is iufinitely wise and
just; and I believe that the destiny of this great people and of the Union which
His hands has ordained is not yet accomplished. The Almighty trifles not with
nations or peoples.

It only remains for me to say in answer to the fourth of my propositions, that
the objects of the Convention are not possible of attainment through any peace-
able ageney, and nothing but the % vltima ratio regum,” in which the parties are
engaged, will satisfy or reconcile either.

What then can be done by our Fraternity to alleviate or mitigate the horrors of
the war? Ian my estimation it can do much in this direction, and so believing, I
have entrusted to discreet, faithful and competent hands Dispensations for the
organization of several Military Lodges, in regiments and brigades going to the

war, from this State. On the baitle-field, by the hospital couch of the wounded
aud dying, in the widow’s home of desolation, aud in the squalid abodes of want
and poverty, let the light of ** Masonic charity and mercy” shed forth their cheer-
ing beams, bringing balm to the aufferer, comfort to the sorrowing, and sustenauce
1o the poor and hungry, and not only will the dark pictore of our country’s sad
condition be greatly enlivened and relieved, but we shall have the threefold
comfort and eatisfaction of having been faithful and true * to our God, our Coun.
try and our Order.”

Trusting that these objects will be attended to by the Convention, if it shall
think proper to take any definite action in the premises,

I have the honor to be, dear Brethren, truly and fraternally, your friend and

humble servant, FisLar M. Kixe.
To Past Grand Masters Wintersmith, Wise, Wilson; Monsarrat, Young and
Tilden, of Kentucky; Hughes, Fnller, McCulloch and Winslow, of Tenn. H

W. B. Dodds, of Ohio; T. R. Austin, of Indiana, and Joshua B. Flint, of
Massachasetls, at Lomsvnlle, Kentucky.
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ADJOURNMENT OF LODGES.

[ We find the following in the London Freemasons’ Magazine, The principle laid down is one
that is now umversully recognized in the Masonic jurisprudence ot this country, and the
article may not therefore present auything new to A majority of our readers, yet it will be
satisfuctory 10 them o learn, thint the rile of our Euglish Brethren coriesponds with our
owu 10 a matter of so nuch practicsl importance ] :—

Our readers will perceive, by reference to a report of the proceedings of the
Harbor ol Relnze Lodge, No. 1066, held at West Hartlepool, that in consequence
of the extent of the business of the evening, the initiations and passings were
duly peiformed, and the raisings adjourned to the following evening. It is not
our custom 1o remmk upon the proceedings of private Lodges, but an adjourn-
meut fiom one eveuing to anoviher is 8o opposed alike to the laws and spirit of
the Order, that we cannot help referring 10 it in ornler to gnard other Lodges from
falling iuto a similar ecror. A Masonic Lodge is an emblem of the day, and is
divided into thiee parts—how to be employed we need not tell the Brethren—
and with the closing of the Lodge all business ceases, and cannot be resumed
ontil the next regular period of meeling, nnless a Lodge of Emergency be called
in the meantime, for which provision is duly made, it being within the power of
the W. M. at any time to summon such a l.odge should he see fit.

How suiingze:1 this law of non-adjournment is coustrued is shown by a reference
to the proceediugs of Giand Lodge in 1856, when, at the quarterly communica-
tion of September, cousidgrable conlusion having ensved principally in conse-
quence of the manuer in which a Prov. G. M., who was illegally in the chair,
tuled the Lodge, Bro. Wairen moved its adjournment for a month, which was
carried 5 and ou the fitst of October the Brethren met and transacted business,
in spite of the protest of Bio. Beadon and other Brethren that the proceedings
would be illegal—it being, however, ruled by the then acting Grand Master—
another Prov. G. M.—that business might be proceeded with, and the very
Brother commencing proceedings beiug another Prov. G. M.  But what was the
result? the M. W. G. M. convened a Grand Lodge of Emergency for the 19th
of November, when he declared that the whole of the proceedings were null
and void—and though we published the_proceedings in full in our number of
December, 1860—as many of our present readers were probably at that time
not even members of the Order, we make no apology for reproducing the Grand
Master’s speech in full, as it will there be seen that he laid it distincily down
that neither a private Lodge or Grand Lodge has the power of adjournment, and
that the Lodge being once closed, no business could again be taken up, except--
ing at ithe next regular meeting, or a Lodge of emergency specially called for
the purpose.

The Grand Master said :—

 Brethren—1 think it due to Grand Lodge that T should now state my reasons
more immediately for calling this Grand Lodge, and I trust I shall be able to show
you, in connection with those reasons, that I have taken this step simply, because,
in my opimon, it was u step necessary 1o the faithiul discharge of my duty. At the
September Quarterly Communication the Grand Lodge passed a resolution that the
Grund Lodge should adjourn to the 1st of October, and now I have to give my
most decided opinion that such an adjeurnment was illegal, (hear, hear,) and that

s
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whatever proceedings took place at such adjourned meeting are null and void.
(Hear ) Brethren, I will now state my reasons for coming to this decision. By
the Bnok of Constitutions, page 19, article 7, the law states that there shall be
. ‘four Quarterly Communications in each year, viz, on the first Wednesday in the
months of March, June, September, and Decem.ber, at which none shall be present
but the proper members, without permission of the Grand Master, nor shall he, on
any occasion, be permitted to vote." But there is not one word in the Book of Con-
stitutions which provides, or gives power to Grand Lodge, propria motu, to adjourn.
The Book of Constitutions, however, does provide for Grand Lodges of Emergency,
and in page 21, article 10, you will find, ‘the Grand Master, in his absence the pro
Grand Master, in his absence the Deputy Grand Master, or, in his absence the
Grand Wardens, may summon and hold Grand Lodges of Emergency, whenever
the good of the Craft shall, in their opinion, require it ; the particular reason for
convening such Lodge of Emergency shall be expressed in the summons, and no
other business shall be entered upon at that meeting.” Now, Brethren, you will
observe by that law that special instructions are given as to the mode of holding
the Grand Lodges of Emergency, but not a_word is said abort the power of ad-
journing. I may go farther, and say that Private Lodges are governed by much
the same laws as Grand Lodges, and that no meeting of a Private Lodge can be
adjourned ; but the Master of a Private Lodge may, and does, convene Lodges of
Emergency. We have heard it said that there were before Grand Lodge questions
of the greatest importance, which demanded an adjournment of Grand Lodge, but
1 have looked carefully through the business of that adjourned Grand Lodge, and
find no one of the questions analogous to the business of the last Quarterly Com.
munication. I think it due to Grand Lodge that [ should explain what I consider
to be the real state of the case. 1n June, 1853, the Grand Master summoned a
Grand Lodge of Emergency, owing to a pressure of business, and that Special
Grand Lodge was called by command of the Grand Master. That is a course
which differs entirely from the course pursued in September last, because the Grand
Master was not in the chair, but Grand Lodge simply passed a resolution 1o adjourn
the meeting, which they had no power to do. In 1854 (April 26) the summons
states, that that being the day of humiliation, the grand festival cannot be held,
and that the Grand Master had appointed the 29th of that month, and required the
Brethren to meet on the 20th, in order to adjourn till the 20th of the same month.
This adjournment was moved and seconded, and done by command of the Grand
Master entirely. The Grand Master bad previously fixed the day to which the ad-
journment should be made, and it was adjourned in consequence of his command.
1 may state farther, that, looking over the minutes of Grand Lodge, it appears to
me that *adjourn’ ia a term when used with respect to Grand Lodge, the same as
when used in the House of Commons. In that House the question is, ‘ that the
House do now adjourn,’ which means to the next legal day of meeting, and it is
adjourned accordingly to the next day appointed by law for it to meet, nad so when
Grand Lodge adjourns, it means that it adjourns till the next Quarterly Com.
munication. [ am prepared to stand by my own decision on this point,—that when
Grand Lodge adjourns it adjourns to the next legal day, unless a Grand Lodge of
Emergency be called by the Grand Master for special business, and on which oc-
casion no other business can be done except such business as appears upon the cir-
cular convening that Grand Lodge of Emergency. I have taken some pains to
ascertain the law of the case, and ] find that in my view of the law of the case I
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am supported by the opinions of the present Grand Registrar, the Past Grand
Registrar, and the Grand Registrar before him (hear, hear) ; in fact, I have all the
authorities with me. 1 think, therefore, in accordance with the obligations which
I have taken an oath to perform, viz., to adhere 10 the ancient usages of the Craft
and maintain the law as, in my opinion, it stands, I can only come to the painful -
resolution to determine that the meeting of certain members of Grand Lodge, held
on the 1st October, was an illegal meeting, and that all the proceedings there were
null and void ; and now [ call upon the Grand Secretary to take up the business of
this evening at the point at which it had arrived when the Grand Lodge closed at
its Qnarterly Communication in September.”

It is true that at the time we dissented from the Grand Master’s interpretation
of the law, as regarded Grand Lodge, that being a deliberative body—and not
one for the performance of Masonic ceremnonies—but we never had any doubt
with regard to private Lodges—and the Grand Master, having decided against
us, with respect to the former, we are bonnd as Masons to bow to his decision,
until Grand Lodge puts a different construction upon the law, by a definite resolu-
tion—it having “the inherent power of enacting laws and regulations, for the
government of the Craft, and of altering, repealing, and abrogating them,”—
though it is held that in case of a difference of opinion on their interpretation,
the decision of the Grand Master is final and binding.

Of course we do not mean to infer that a Lodge is bound to come to a decision
on every question the first time it is brought before them; but if the decision be
adjourned, it must be on some motion as this, that “ the further consideration of
the notion be adjourned until the next regular Lodge,” or until such time as the
Master may direct; but the Lodge itself cannot, under any circumstances, be
adjourned.

TRIBUTE TO R. W. BRO. ROBERT LASH.

Tae members and visitors of Mount Lebanon Lodge enjoyed a sight on Mon-
day evening, Nov. 25th, which is probably unparalleled in the history of any
Boston Lodge, and it may be in the history of Freemasonry on the American
Continent. ’

This very prosperous Lodge held a special meeting on the above evening,
commemorative of the long and honorable connection of R. W, Bro. RosERrT
Lasu with the Lodge. The membership of this venerable Brother dates back to
Nov. 20th, 1801.

The Charter of this Lodge dates June 8th, 1801 ; but the Lodge was not con-
secrated till Nov. 23d, 1801. Brother Lash, therefore, although not one of the
Charter members, is one of the original members, and the only one living.

The Lodge was also visited by Bro. Deax, D. D. G. M., in his official capacity,
accompanied by his suite; but the crowning point was the presence of Brother
Lash, and his vencrable compeers in Masunry.

Brother Lash entered the Lodge leaning on the arms of Grand Master
Coolidge and P. G. M. Winslow Lewis, escorted by a committee of five members
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of the Lodge, one of whom has been a Mason fiftynine years, and the others
from thirtyfive to forlyfive years each.

He was briefly and appropriately welcomed by W. Bro. J. L.. Stevenson, Mas-
ter of the Lodge, and responded in a manner which many younger men might
envy,—in fact it seemed impossible to believe that he there stood a\man of 82
years and a Mason over sixty ; but the presence of the venerable Bro Hammatt
who saw the third degree conferred on him, dispelled the illusion. Yes! there
they were—John B. Hammatt, of St. John’s Lodge, 83 years of age, over sixty
years a Mason; Robert Lash, of Mount Lebanon Lodge, 82 years of age, over
sixty yeara a Mason ; Freeman Holden, of Mount Lebanon Lodge, 82 years old,
fiftyfive years a Mason ; Rev. Amos Clark, of Sherburne, 82 years old, fortyfive
years a Mason ; James Holbrook, of Mount Lebanon Lodge, 75 years old, and a
member fortyone years; Thomas Waterman, a member fortytwo years. The
sight of such veterans of our institution was enough to arouse to action the most
dormiant mind, and cauee the appreciative soul to glow with joy, that such a scene
had been permitted to take place.

Being called upon to sign g new copy of the By-Laws, Bro. Lash briskly atep-
ped to the desk, removed his glasses, and wrote his name with a firm and steady
hand in an elegant and beautiful manner.

After the business of the Lodge was transacted and the Lodge closed, the
company, to the number of two hundred, repaired, by invitation of the Lodge, to
the Banqueting Hall, where Brother Silsby had prepared in a superior manner re-
freshinents adequate to their wants. Here came in a part which, though last,
was far from least ; and those who had the pleasure of listening to the addresses
of G. M. Coolidge—the witticisins of -Bro. Lash, whose intellect is as keen as
ever—the glowing eluquence of Rev. Bro. Alger, who responded for Bro. Lash—
the beautiful and impressive remarks of Bro. Dean—the fervent heart-felt res-
pounse of Rev. Bro. Dadman—coupled with the remarks of Dr. Lewis, and Bros.
Sylvanus Cobb, Jr., Thaxter, Sprague, and Ellison, will ever remen.ber the time
when in Mount Lebanon Lodge they saw four Brothers upward of 82 years of
aze, and whose uniled ages were over three hundred and thirty years. Nosrx
OLD PILLARS ! LONG MAY THEY REMAIN MONUMENTS OF MA8ONIC VIRTUES. *

KNIGHTS TEMPLAR EMBLEMS.

TaE dress of a Pilgrim was an under vest with an outer robe, having half open
sleeves, showing the under slecves, which continued to the wrists. On his head
& broad-brimmed hat, with a shell in front; on his feet, sandals, or short Jaced
boots; in his hand a staff ; and by his side a scrip.

An Escallop Shell was the Pilgrim’s ensign in their expeditions and pilgriinages
to holy places; they were worn on their hoods and hats, and were of such a dis-
tinguishing character that Pope Alexander 1V., by a bull, forbade the use of
them but to pilgrims who were truly noble.

A Calvary Cross represents the cross on which our Saviour suffered on Mount
Calvary, and is always set upon three steps, termed grieces. According to Mor-
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gan, the three steps, signifying the three qualities whereby we mount up to
Christ, Hope, Faitk, and Charity.

A Patriarchal Cross is so called from its being appropriated to patriarchs.
Morgan says the Patriarchal Cross is crossed twice to denote that the work of
redemption which was wrought on the cross extended to both Jews and Gentiles.

The Crosier (according to Polydore Virgil) was given to bishops to chastise the
vices of the people. It is called Baculis Pustoralis, as given to them in respect
of their pastoral charge and superintendence over their flock, as well for feeding
them with wholesowne doctrine, as for defending them froin the incursions of the
wolf, wherein they imitate the good and watchful shepherd, to whose crook this
crosier has a resemblance.

The Cock is a bird of noble courage, he is always prepared for battle, baving
his comb for a kelmet, his beak for a cutlas to wound his enemy, and is a coniplete
" warrior armed cap-a-pie, he hath his legs armed with spurs, giving example to the
valiant soldier to resist danger by fight, and not by flight.— Clarke’s Heraldry.

TBE “HIGHER DEGREES.”

A correspONDENT of the London Freemasons’ Magazine, writing from New
York, holds the following language in relation to what are called the “higher
degrees.” It will be seen that he proscribes all degrees above the Master's, as
worthless and pernicious innovations on the body of ancient Masonry ; and in
this he does not stand slone, either in this country or in England ; but, as an in-
telligent Mason, it must be evident to him that the evil, if it be such, is an in-
curable one. The Chapters and Encampments in this country at least constitute
a part of the Masonic system, from which they are inseparable. Our Brother,
and all who sympathize with him in his views, would therefore, it seems to us,

est subserve the interests of the institution, as a whole, by directing their talents
to the elevation uf the standard of admission to the bodies to which he refers, and
thereby render thewn not unworthy, if not desirable, adjuncts to ancient Masonry :

“ One of the greatest drawbacks we have here in Masonry is the preponderance
of the so-called * higher Jdegrees,” which are useless, and have a pernicious effect
upon the course of true symbolic Masonry. Thus we have the Chapter degrees,
which differ much from yours, and which are full of anachronisms, contradictions,
&c. Then the Encampment of Knights Templar, which is quite a different system
from yours, and has very little to recommend it. Then the ‘ Ancient Accepted
Scottish Rite,” with its series of thirtythree degrees, the very hot-bed of schisms,
disputes, and un(raternal quarrels ; and, last of all, the ridiculous modern invention
of the ¢ Rite of Memphis,’ with its interminable ladder of ninetyfive degrees! over
which the aspirant goes with a hop, skip, and jump, and when he has reached the
top he finds that he has discovered the Grand Secret, and that the whole arrange-
ment is ‘ vor et praeterea nihil.’

 The writer thinks that he can speak understandingly upon the subject, for he
speaks from experience, having been so fortunate (?) as to have waded through the
whole series; and, having done so, he turns with renewed love to his ¢ alma-mater,’
the simple * Blue Lodge,’ and is content to be known Lereafter only as an humble
Master Mason.”
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MASONRY AND THE WAR.

A DsTINGuIsHED Freemason in Missouri, wriling to a Biuther in Maine, (lo
whom we are indebled for this extract,) says :—

‘“I have just received notice of the action of the Grand Ludge of the District
of Coiumbia, and Giand Lodge and Grand Chapter ol Ohiv, in relation to Ma-
sons who take up aims against this Government, or aid in any way in this cause-
less rebellion. Their action on the subject is harmunious, and should meet the
unqualified approbation of good Masous everywhere. As their proceedings are
not yet published, I will forward a copy of the iesolutions of the Grand Ledge
of Ohio.

‘¢ 1. Resolved, That this Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons regards the
doctrine of Secession, as advocated by a certain class of American politicians, as a
monstrous absw dity : if acquiesced in, the Conatitution of the Cnited States would
become Felo de se.

‘“¢2. Resolved, That, in this present unnatural contest, the institutions of Free-
masonry have no attribute that can take sides with rebellion.

*“*3. Resolved, That it is the duty of every worthy Mason, in this hour of peril,
to stand by the General Government, even at the expense of fortune and lile; that
the blessings of Constitutional Liberty and Union. as handed down 1o us by our
Fathers, may be enjoyed by us in our day and generation, and be transmitted un-
impaired to our posterity forever.’

“ 1 sincerely deprecate the necessity of discussing political matters in a Ma-
sonic body ; but the time Las come when Masons ghould speak 10 the peuple of
this once hap)y nation, in language that caunot be misuuderstood, and assure
them that loyalty 10 the Government, next to our duty to God, has ever been re-
garded as the dislinguizhing characteistic of Free and Accepted Masons,
Loyalty 10 the Government, whatever that form of Government may be, is one ot
the ancient Landmarks of the Order ; and why not publish it 1o the world, that
the uuinitiated may not hold us responsible for any part of the great calamity
that has befallen us?

¢ Two of our Past Grand Masters— Brothers Benj. Sharp and B. W. Grover—
have died lately, on account of their devotion 1o the Union and the Constitation ;
and many other guod Masons will prebully share the same fate before this un-
natural conflict is ended.” . . :

DEDICATION AT WORCESTER.

THe new and beautiful Hall, recently fitted up by Montacute Lodge, at Wor-
cester, was Dedicated by the M. W. Grand lodgze on the 12uh ult., in due and
ancient form. The ceremony was performed by the M. W, Grand Master in per-
son, assisted by several of the Grand Officers. In the evening the oflicers were
duly installed, and several addresses were delivered ; afier which the Brethren
present partook of an elegant supper together at the Bay State House.

8
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MASONIC MYSTERIES.*

“ A mMysTERY,” says Webster, “is a profound secret, something wholly un-
known, that which 13 beyoud human comprehension until ievealed.”  Now if
the mysteries ol Musoury must ever be ¢ a pofound secret,” aud still tunher,
“ beyond bumau comprehension unul revealed,” | am at a still gieater loss 10
. couceive bow it is possible jor such to judge of their natuie. 1o bazaid an
opinion upou any subject, irivial or profound, in the absence of all knowledge,
argues & want of couect judgment; and where that opinion is unlavorable, a
waut of candor and chasity.

Why assume to know, and thus presume to judge of the natare and tendencies
of principles aud actiois veiled fiom ithe eyexs of the world, and that can vuly be
Ruown by thuse who have been accounted worthy to pass through that veil, and
thus have disclosed to them in the revelations of the hidden sancium, what none
but they may know? Because there is mystery conuected with Masoury, shall
that be regarded as suflicient cause of reprobation? There is mystery every-
where. It may be seenin the vast voluimne of natute. Mysteries that lie hidden
from reason’s profoundest researches—mysieries deep, unsearchuble and im-
penetrable as eternity can be tound on every page ol this mighty book. To
whatever part of this volume yoa may turn, be it the vegetable, auimal, or
mineral kingdom, mysterious objecis strike the senses, and the lofiiest intellect is
lost in wonder and admiration, if not in ¢ love and praise,” at the contemplation
of i1s Author.

Ocean, earth and air, teem with mysterious objects. On mountain, plain and
valley, imysteiious truths are written by the finger of God, so that at every step
man has something to learn, and thus the mind receives expansion and delight.
Could we assign a cause for every phenomenon that exists, and, as it were, by
intellection become acquainted with the nature, use and properties of all the vb-
jects that greel the eye, or are cognizable by the senses, there would at once be
an end to memal improvement and happiness. Our perceptive and reflective
faculiies would become like a stagnaut sea, bereft of its ebb and flow. The
mind was created for ceaseless and uuending activity, That which has a
tendeuncy to develope and strengihen ita powers, no matter how deep, mysterious,
or difficult to comprehead, should be regaided as a legitimate vbject of study.

But «eligion has her mysteries. The book of revelation, as well as nature, is
full of great and glofivus mysteries, all of which we ehut vut fiom the unre-
generats eye, while many are 1evealed 10 the eye of faith. ¢ The deep things
of God,” as ey suiround ve in all the mysteriousness of their being, or sireich
far away into the coufives of the spitit world, are but ¢ seen through a glass
daikly.” As we daken a glass to shrond the excessive brightuess of the sun,
1hat we may lovk upoa the object of the Persian’s worship, so is it only thiough
a dark medium iu this world, that the buman mind cau lvok upon revelation’s
sublime mysteries.

The soul renewed is destined to the exercize of loftier powers; when in
possession of full-orbed vision the darkness shall be done away, and the invisible

* Written by a lady for the Hallowell (Me.) Courier.
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shall be seen, known and enjoyed. From all this we infer that mystery, as con-
necled with the science of Masoury, ehould not be regarded as a cause of con-
demuation. If what we have heard of the institution from its books and chaits
be true, the votaries of Masoury hold fiequeuntand intimate commaunion with na-
tare, il not with “uatare’s God.”’

That rays of lizht and heat are emitted from the sun, the most illiterate are
fally saiistied. No fact is more cleacly established ; kow it sends out these
beams to enlighten and bless the waild, who shall declare?  Masoury exhibits
her benevoleat deeds. She has shed the light of Weaveu-born chavity into the
dackest hut of poverty, and caused many a widow’s heait to sing with joy. The
tear that starled from ihe eye of the suicken one, and coursed its way down the
pallid check of the broken-hearted stianger, hus been turued by its light into a
rainbow swile aud cast an uaearthly radiance into the desponding sonl.

With all the mystery aud secrecy of Masoucy, so long as “ ker works pruise
Aer’’ she will be hunored and beloved,

ANECDOTE OF GENERAL JACKSON.

AT the lime of Jacksou's elevation to the Presidency, there was aun old man in
office at Washingzion, who was a stroug Adams man. He had a large family of
children, all depending on him for suppori—his eldest son (and who now vives
the facts) being a lad of svie twelve or thitteen years.  The old man antci-
pated removal fiomm office by the new Admiuis'ration, but was too proyd 1o use
any influeuce 10 be retained by a man whose election he had sa strenuously op-
prsed.  His residence was some distance beyond the Presidential mansion, on
the Georgetowa road, A few days alter the inauguration, the Presideut, walk-
iug out dlone in the warm eveuing, passed the house of the ol gentleman—who
happened 1o be sitting on his porch.  Ou his 1eturn the President halted in front
of the house, arked suine common place question of the old man, and passed
on. The unext day, on his walk, he stapped again, offered the old man his hand,
and as it was giasped each counlenance was seea ta light up with a peculiar
smile. The two men greeted each other heanily, when, seating themselves on
a rude bench vnder the trees, au hour was spent iu conversalivn—to the great
wouder of the old man’s tamily. Amd almost daily aftes that, in the cool of tte
evening, could these two men be seen sitting®ou that rude beuch, engaged in a
free aud animated couverse,

Alihough so widely differing in politics from the President, the old man was
not removed fiom his office ; he had learned to admire the President as a man,
and neither reviled him himself, nur suffered it to be done in his presence with-
out rebuke.

Iu 1835 1he old gentleman died, leaving a larze family comparatively destitute,
In a few days aftesward Amos Keudall called at the house and said 1o the eldest

boy, then approaching 1o manhoad,  The President wants 10 see you;” at the
8ame time tequesting the widow 1o give hersell no uneusiness, as the President
wauld see that she should not want, On the young man presenting himself be.
fare the Presideat, the laiter remarked, ¢ My san, if you were alone in the world
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and had none depending upon you, I would recommend you to take an axe on
your shoulder and go to the West. I do not like the plan of giving you an office
in Washington, but at present I know of no other resource; | shall give you a
place; ever be faithful to the precepis of your father and you will do well.”

The next day the young man entered one of the Depariments as a clerk, and
by strict attention 10 his duties he was gradnally advanced 10 a high position—
vutil removed by an administration who * knew not Jozeph.” The youna man,
in nanating the circumstances 1o onr informant, added—* | was puzzled 1o know
the seciet; | knew my father was a Royal Arch Maeon, and finally learned from
him that Jackson was also. | then determined that, as soon as okl enongh, I too
would apply 1o become a Ma<on.” He did so, and is at this writing a Grand
Master, and a wealthy and highly respeciable citizen.—/Anon.

LINES TO KATE.

Tugre 's omething in the name of Kate
Which many wild condemn ;
But listen now while | relate
The truits of suwe ot them. .

There 's advo-Kate, a charning miss,
Caould vou hier hund obtain,
She "Il end you in the puth of bliss,
* Not plend yeur cause in vain.

There *s deli Kate, a modest dame,
Aud worthy of your love;

S'ie *s nice and beautiful in frame 3 .
As geatle us n dove,

Communi-Kate *s intelligent,
As we may well suppose §
Her fruittul wiind is ever bent

Oun 1elling what she knows,

There *s intri-Kate ; she s so obscure,
T is hard 10 tind her ouy,

For sle is ofien very sure
To put your wits to rout,

Prevuri-Kote 's a s'ubborn maid;
She ’s sure 10 have her way,

The cavilling, contrury jade
Objects to all you say.

There ' nlter-Kate, n perfect pest,
Much given to dispute ;

Her pruting tonzue can never rest,
You cannot her refute.

There ' dislo-Kate, quite in a fret,
Who fuils 10 guin ber point;

,

A S
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Her case is quite unfortunate,
Aund sorely out ol juint.

Equivo-Kate, no one will woo,
The thing would be nbsurd,

She ix eo funhless vud vntrue,
You cannot tuke her word.

There's vindi-Kate, she’s goud and true,
And strives with sll her might,

Her duty Liithinlly 10 do,
And battles tor the right.

There’s rusti-Kate, a country lass,
Quite tund of rural scenes,

She hikes to ramble in the grass,
And through the evergreeus.

Of all the maidens you can find,
There's none like edn-Kute,

Because she elevates the mnd,
Aud ains for sumething great,

ERRONEOUS ACTION OF THE G.CHAPTER OF
NEW JERSEY ON CHAPTERS U. D.

Tur Grand Chapter of Missouri, thronzh its Committee on Foreign Corres-
pondence, in reviewing the proceedings of our young and thriving neighbor, the
Grand Chapter of New Jersey, sirongly disapproves of the practice which has
prevailed in the latter body, of allowing subordinate Chapters, previously under
[)ispensation, to be represented in the Grand Body at the same Convocation at
which their Warrants 4re granted, and before the said Chapters are duly consti-
tuted and their officers installed.

The Committee on Foreign Correspondence of the Grand Chapter of N. Jersey
attenipls to justify the course hitherto pursued by it, and whilst it admits its action
* may be cuntrary to the ruling of the General Grand Chapter,” thinks that said
ruling . does not prove that it is Vasonicully wrong.”

In justification of the course pursued, the argument is advanced, *that those
who came in at the ¢ eleventh hour’ shared equally with thase who had borne the
‘heat and burden of the day,'” and that, therefore, their embryo Chapters nught
to be represented and possess equal powers with those that had been legally and
fully constituted, and without which constituting their Grand Body could not have
existed,,

We think the argument advanced by onr esteemed Companions of New Jersey
untenable ; tor, if we understand the parable allnded to aright, the householder
who hired luborers for his vineyard did not attempt to jnatify those that muriuug.
ed at his payment of an equal sum to thuse who had only come in at the eleventh
hour with that given 1o thuse wha had borae the burden und heat of the duy. on
the ground that all were equal; but because it was lawful for him to do what he
would with his own,
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If we understand it aright, and we believe we do, a Chapter under Dispensa-
tion, is but a creature of the Grand High Priest—an irchonte body—an assemb-
lage to whom he delegates the power for the time they are under probation of
making Royal Arch Masons, a power which he can, at any moment that pleases
him, recall. Should their work be % good work, square work,” the Warranted
Chapters, sitting in judgment vpon them, approve the action of the High Priest,
grant thein a Warrant to become their equals, and an integral portion of their
Grand Chapter upon their further compliance with the luws and usages of Ma-
sonry.

But they certainly cannot be their equals until they are lawfully set apart by
being constituted, and their officers obligated and instalied.

After such bodies have been thus consttuted. &c., though they have only
worked since the eleventh hour in the day, they are entitled to the same consid-
crations, the same influence, the same honors, with those who had borne the bur-
den and heat of the day, but not before. A Grand High Priest cannot exercise
his powers until he is installed. The mere election does not qualify him. The
cases are parallel —N. Y. Courier.

WITHDRAWING PETITIONS.*

It is well settled doctrine that a petition when once received and referred to a
committee, becomes the property of the Lodge. And, though generally assented to,
it is exactly at this point the difficul'y, whenever made, arises. For those who are
in favor of a withdrawal say, il the petition is the property of the Lodye, then it
is in the power of the Lodge to do what it wills with its property, and thus may
consent to its withdrawal. This reasoning, though specious and plausible, will not
bear examination. Musonry differs (rom every other organization in many partic-
ulars, aud in this, too, that in many things, while the Lodge has a property, it is
only a qualified property. For if, at sny time, the Lodge cease from labor, neglect
the business of Masonry and forfeit ita Warrant, it cannot dispose of its jewels,
furniture, funds, &c.,to its own use; but they, with all the records, become the
property of the Grand Lodge, in whom the residuary right resides.

S0 the making of Masous is entrusted by Warrant of the Grand Lodge to its
subordinates, but not solely for their benefit, but for the interests of the whole Fra-
ternity, whose rights and interests are represented and guarded by the Grand
Lodge. The good of Masonry is the true ultimate object of every making, and the
goodl of Masonry is what must be looked to and protected at every avenue. The
question of the withdrawal of a petition, then, does not concern only the benefit of
the particular Lodge where the question arises, nor yet the interests only of the
candidate proposed, but the interests of the whole Fraternity ; and it is the bounden
duty of the particular Lodge to see that those interests are fully looked after and
protected. To suffer a petition to be withdrawn opens the dour for the admission
of uuworthy candidates. For, if this were done, the Fraternity in other portions
of the globe have no means of knowing that the same candidate was rejected
where, perhaps, he was best known, and, upon application renewed in another
locality, he may be foisted upon the Society, an unworthy member.

#2From the New York Saturday Evening Courier.
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The fact even of a favorable report, by a Committee of Inquiry, makes no differ-
ence in the question. They may be mistaken, as is olten known to be the case.
We know it appears hard to deny a candidate the privilege of withdrawiug his pe-
tition, and adaut it might some times operate us a wrong upon him. But the pro-
tection of the Society is of more consequence than the fuelings of any profane.

A petition, once received aund relerred, cannot be withdrawn, ’

THE ORDER OF ST. JOHN OF JERUSALEM.

Tae Newry (Ireland) Examiner has the fullowing, which tends to prove the re-
establisbment of the Order of 8t. John un its original principles :—

¢¢ The honorable member fur Dundalk, Mr. Bowyer, hus just been elected, by
the Chapter of the Order at Roiie, a Knight of the Sucred, Religious and Military
Order ot St. John of Jerusalem.

¢ This Order—also known by the name of Hospitallers, Knights of Rbodes and
Knights of Malta—has lately been reformed by the P'ope and brought back to 1ts
original principles. The Austrian Government and that of the Puope having
furni=hed the necessary supplies, a novitiate of the Order has been estubhished at
Jerusalem, together with un hospitul for pilgrims of all natiuns, managed by sumne
of the Knights in their original character of Huspitallers.

¢ The habit of the Order is black, with a white Maltese Cross. The Kuighta
are bound to fecite the office of the Blessed Virgin Mary, or of the dead, duily
and they enjoy many spiritual advautages und privileges granted by varions popes.
All the Knights, whether professed or *of devotion,’ are uvbliged, before their
election, to furnish proofs of unblemished descent and gentle blood fur two hun-
dred years.”

CORRESPONDENCE.

[WEe give the following as a specimen of tlie many encouraging letters we are receiving, and
in the bope that it may promnpt vthers W *go nud do ikewise' ] i

Deep River, Conn., Novo. 12, 1861.
C. W. Moorx—

Dear Sir and Brother—I was very much gratifed, when your valuable
Magazine came last evening, to know that you had decided to continue its issue,
as | had become very much attached to it. 1 think that your snbscribers contd not
do a greater benefit to the cause of Masonry in the Northern States than by direct
and personal effort 10 extend the circulation of the Freemasons’' Monthly Mazazine.

Enclosed please find two dollars, being the subscription tor one year, commencing
with the November number, from a new subscriber that | have secured fo1 you, to
counterbalance one of your Southern subscribers. 1 will endeavor 10 secure a few
more, though Masonry in our section is not as bright as a lew years since. We
have taken #arious Masonic periodicals here, but the mujoritv have been such that
they have served to diszust a sensible thinking man, be he Mason or alien ; but to
the Freemasons’ Monthly Magazine we have with pride ever poiuted as an vx-
ponent of the dignity as well as the beauty of Masonry. N. N.
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MASONIC CHIT CHAT.

MASONIC CHIT CHAT.

Hot Ba'ks.—We would call attention to
the various hot baths not usually found in
Water Curex, such as the medicuted chemi.
<al Lathg, the het acid the ulkali and salt
baths, and the hot douches and rpruys, in use
at the Round Hill Water Cure, in Northamp-
ton, Muss. We have all read of the greut
supplencss of the oints and youlliful grace
of motivn attained by the use of the Turkish
buth. We congrattlate the public on its in
t oduction here under such tavornble circum-
stancs as the scienlific manugement o Dr.
Hulsted insures.  The benefits arising {rom a
judicivus medical ure of there various baths
can scareeiy be over.estinated, in relieving
the system from impurities of the blood, local
cangestivn, and the buneful efects of minera
medicines.  Alterasted with the tonic use of
culd water and the thorough invigoration of
the system, which Dr. Hulsted knows so well
how 10 indu ¢, we ccase to wonder at his
success. There buths are of especinl va ue
in tresting those deep seated direuses de-
peudent on an active vits in the syrtem;
also in Weating liver compluiut, rheumatism,
and gout. ‘Lhis Water Cure is open sum-
mer und winter. 1t is crowded with viritors
in the warms meathy, stirncted not ouly by
its supcrior sdvanutges for reguining health,
but by its hawe comluits, puse mountsin air,
and the tame of s beautiful xcenery.  The
quickest recoveries, bowever, tre made in
tbe coul munths,— Springficld Republican.

L7 Godcy's Lady's Book for December is
a splendid number both in matter and illusira.
tion. [t is the closing number of the volume,
and now is the time tor the ludies to send for-
ward their numes for the new volume, which
commences on the st Junuary.  ‘This work
is whugether uoexeeptionsble in charucter and
eminently worthy of their paironsge.

Officers of the Grand R. A. Chapter of
Oregon. - Juhn McCruken, M E G H. P ;
W. W, Fowlr, D. G H. P.; A. McCully,
G. K ; J. Myrick, G. 3 ; A, M. Belt, G.
Treas.; T. Mcl. Patton. G. Sec’y.; J. B,
F Brown, P.8 ; G. W, Greer, R. A, C.;
Jus, Smarty G. Guurd,

Qfficers of the Granl Masonic Bodics of
05 == At the Annual Communication of the
scversl Grand Maronic Bodies ol Ohio, held
Octuber, 166!, the Otlicers named beiow were
elected and instulled :—

Grand Lodge.— George Rex, Wooster, G.
Master; Howard Matthews, D. G Master;
Thomas Spurrow, 8. G W ; Lucian C.
Joues J. G. W.; Fluvius J, Phillips, G. T. ;
John D. Culdwell, Cincinnati, G See.

Grand Council of R. and S. Mas'ers. —
Chatles C  Kieler, Dayton, Puiss. nt Grand
Master; James S. Reeves. P. D. G M.;
Timothy B. Fisher, T. 1. G. M ; Stith M,
Sulivan, G. P. C. of W.; Willinm F. Hills,
G C. of G.; Isaac C. Copelen, G. Treas. ;
Johin D. Caldwell, Cincinnati, G. Recorder.

Grand Chapler.--Join M. Purks, Ham-
ilton, G. H. Priest; Peter Thatcher, Jr, D.
G.H.P ;Jo-bua A. Riddle, G. K ; Lennder
Firestone, G. 8.; lsauc C. Copelen, G. T.;
John D. Caldwell, Cinciunatiy G. Sec.

Grand Encampment.—Kent Jurvis, Mas-
sillon, G. Master; Thomas Sparrow, D. G.
M.; Richard Creighton. G. G. ; Heman Ely,
G C. G.; Zichuniah Connell, G. Prelate;
Cornelius Moore, S. G. W.; Sumucl P,
Axiell, J G. W_; I«anc C. Copelen, G. T. ;
Johu D. Caldwell, Ciucinnati, G Scc.

Officers of the Grind Lodge of Oregon.—
J. R. Bayley, of Corvsllis, M. W. G. Master;
W. W. Fuwler, D G. M.; Stephen F.
Chadwick, 8. G. W.; Joha McCruken, J.
G.W ; A M. Belt,G Tress ; W 8. Cald-
well, of Hilisboro G Sec'y ; § B. Cougle,
G. Murhal; Rev, D. Ruledge, G. Chap.;
Rev. T. H Pearce, G Orator; L Lyon, G.
L.; J. W. Couke, 8 G. U.; J. R. McBride,
J G D ; 0.8 Suvag: D. C. Underwoud,
G Stewards; A. McCally, G. 3. B.; Jumes
Smart, G. Tyler. '

Officers of Winslow Lcwis Lodge for the
cnsuing year.— Sereno D, Nickerson, M.
Andrew G Smith S. W ; Thomus Sprague, -
J. W.; Johu F. Mills, Treas.; Hubburd W,
Bweti, Scc'y,




‘ THE POCKET TRESTLE-BOARD,

AND

DIGEST OF MASONIC LAW.

At the request of Brethren interested in preserving the purily of the Work,
and maintaining wniformity of PRacTicE in the Lodges, the undersigned has pre-
pared a Pocket EviTioN of the TResTLE-BoaRrD, particularly adupted to aid in
the acquirement of a correct knowledge of the RiTuaL, and subimits it as a Texr-
BOOE, 1n all respects in strict conformity with the LecTures of ancient Craft
Masonry, as tanght in the oldest and best Lodges in this country since the year
1805 ; and as being, also, wholly free from the corruptions of modern charlatan-
ism and ilinerant lecturers.

Appended to, and makinz a_part of the Manunal, i3 a carefully prepared and
comprehensive DiGEsT of the Laus of the Lodge, which, it is believed, will be
found to be of great practical value, not ouly to the officers, but to the individual
memnbers of the Lodge, who way avail themselves of its teachings. And if
placed in the hands of every candidate, at his initiation, it is not to be doubted
that his ability for usefulness would be thereby aterially increased.

The work is neatly bound in the pocket-book (tuck) forin; and in cambric,
with stiff covers. The price for those bound in tuck, is sizty cenls a single copy,
or six dollars (86.00) a dozen ;—for those bound in cambric, fifiy-cents a single
copy, or five dollars and fifty cents ($5.50) a dozen.

It is believed that at the above prices, and in view of the amount of matter
given, and the practical usefuluess of the work, it is the cheapest, as it is one of
the most relinble, Masonic Manuals ever offered to the Frateruity.

Orders fur the work can be sent directly to the undersiuned, or Clark, Austin &
Smith, New York—J. B. Lippincott & Co. and Moss & Bro., Philadelphia—J C.
Morgan & Son, New Orleans—W. B. Keen, Chicago, 1ll. ; or through any of
the large book-houses in the principal cities,—it can also be sent by mail at a

postage of 3 cents a copy.
CHARLES W. MOORE, Grand Secretary,
Boston, March 25, 1861, Ficomusons’ Hull, Boslon.

———

RECOMMENDATIONS.

“ Tug Pocker TresTLE-Boann,” by R. W. Brother Cnarres W, Maore, Grand Sectre-
tary, will. in the apinion of the undersigned, entirely meet the object which led 10 its com-
pilation, in furmshimg to the Frateruity, in a compact and convement lorm, the means of
acquiring nul nnparting a corrcet knowledge ol the RiTuat. as sanctioned by whe Grand
Lodge of Massachusetts.  The DigesT oF MasoNic L.aw we regard as an addition of great
value. We theieture cordially recommend the work to the favor ol the Brethren (botb
teachers and learners) of the Masonic Iustitution,

B. F. Noursg, ) Grand Lecturcis of the
1 P. Seavey, Grund Lodge of Massachusetts.
Boston, Feb. 20, 1861.
. Dos'on, Feb. 21, 1861,

A Digest of Masoxic Law, by Brother Cuartes W. Moong, needs uo other recom-
mend.tion than his own name.

If. huwever, the official positions held by the undersigned are considerad as atiaching any
additivnal vatoe 1o their opmions, or additionsl unportanee 10 their mdorsement of the work,
they most cordially give it the henefiv of hoth, and recommend 1t to nll the Fraternny. csre-
ciaily to the Musons of this junsdiction, as emphatically u correct, ureful, and valuable

Mauual. -
Wixstow Lewis, P. G M.
Jous 1, Hearn, P. G M
Wa. D, Coouivce, Grand DMastes,

1 1ake great pleasure in recommending the alove little work to all the Lodges and Brethren
in this junsd.ctiou, as admirably culculated to promote av uccurate knowledge of the Rituae,

['Twn over.



As a reliahle text-hook of Masoxic [.aw, it shonld he in the hands of every initiate, and
may be profitably studied by every Brother desirous ovaperfeclinz himnselt in Masouic culture.
M. D. Coovioar, G. Muster
Boston, Marck 19, 1861. of G. L. of Mussachuselts.

Bos'on, March 26th, 1861.
My Dear Sir,—I was this morning favored with the gift of a neatly bound copy of your
“ Trestle-Board and Digest,” for which please accept my acknowledgements A
It is even a helter and more useful wark than [ supposed it 1o be when 1 gave it the ‘‘in.
dorsement” which is printed nnder the head of “recommendations » “T'he ** Digest” will be
very uselul to Masters of Lodges, and, in fact, 1o all who desire 1o know the -exact Masonic
law or questions of frequent occurrence 1n the government of Lodges.
Very fraterually yours,
To Cuanres W. Mooze, Esq. Joun T. Heasp.

[From R. W. Bro. Wm. T. Bain, Grand Secretary of N. C.]

% I received a few days since your Trestle-Board and Digest, for which you will accept of
my warmest thanks. 1t is certainly a valuable compilation of Masonic Law. and it should
be purchased by every Mason who may feel dispnsed to hecome scquainted with the Work
and Lectures of Ancient Cralt Masonry. I wish you much success in the sale of your
valuable litile Manual.”

[From the Boston Post.}

Moore's Pocker TaesTLe-Boarp axp Dicest —The Pocket Trestle-Board and Practical
Digest of the Laws ol Ancient Masonry, written and published hy Charies W. Maore, G.
Lodge of Massachuseits. We have been greatly pleased with an inspection of this htile
volume, which certainly deserves the title of multum in parvo. as well as any hook we have
ever seen. To all members of the Masonic Order it must prove invaluable, and the almost
minute compactness of the form renders it a convenient pocket compaujon. A full and clear
index - that most useful adjunct of all hooks—is prefixed to the Laws, and the volume clores
with a complete list of all the Lodges under the Grand Lodge of Mussachusetts.

[From the Saturday Evcning Gazelle, Boston.)

The Pocket Trestle-Board and Di‘gesl is the title of a neat liule Masonic work, prepared
by C. W. Maore, Grand Secretary of the Massechuseits Grand Lodge. It may be carried
in the pocket, hut it contains a great deal of inforination useful 10 those progressing in the
degrees, besides a digest of Masonic Law that must prove valuuble to the entire lraternity.

[From the Btinker Hill Aurora, Charlestown.]

Masoxic Manvar.—C. W. Moore, Esq., hus just pullished a new Masonic Manual of
minialure size, intended for individual use, and convenient to he carried in the pocket It is
what Masons call a * Trestle-Bolrd,” and includes an outhne of * Masonic work,” in the
ceremonies and proceedings of a Lodge. It is otherwise calied thre * Ritual,” and contains,

in abridgement, ull that is ever written or printed of the work of Masons in the Lodge:

room, or on public uccasions. Added to this 1s a full and comprehensive Digest af Masonic
Law—a new and very important portion of the work, which has been prepared with great
carefulnegs by the accomplished author.

With this briel stutement of the characteristics of the volume, to the fraternity, no further
word of remnark is necessury. It is more complete and perfect und comprehensive, in design
and execution, than any similar work ever published, and will have a heneficial influence
upon the institution for all 1he future of its existence, principally | it will promo
efficiency and uniformity in the work, aud [urnishes the Lodges a more exact and definite
code of laws for their government.

The volume comprises eighty pages in small type, printed on fine paper, tastefully exe.
cuted and hindsomely bound, and 1s a gem of a book externally as well as in respect 1o 1its
contents. It is the condensation of knowledge and experienc: in Masonic affuirs, aud has
cost the author much more labor than the size of the volume would indicate. If there wus
ever a manual or volume to which the motto ** multum in parvo” could be truthfully applied,
it is to this littte Look, and we are of opinion, for reasons nlready indicated, that 1he fra-
tornity of this country are under great olligations to their learned Brother for offering to
them, as Lodges and as individuals, this valualile memorial of lus intelligence and 1aste.

MASONIC FURNISHING STORE.

Regalia, Jewels and Banners, together with Masoni¢ Books, Diplomas,
C: rpets, Working .Tools, and all the variety o Clothing, &c., for En-
campments; Councils, Chapters and Lodges, wholesale and retail, at

A. W. POLLARD’S

One Price Slore, No. 6 Court sireet, Boston,

Feb. 1859.
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Dr. Humphreys is prepared to deliver Lectures at public Institutions throughout the New
England States during the approaching Winter Season, on the following subjects. The first
six lectures have been recently prepared ; the others were delivered in Boston and other
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1. Ancient Warfare—the Great Battles of Hannibal.

2. Modern Warfare—the Great Battles of Napoleon Buonaparte.
3. Leesons from Ancient to Modern Republics.

4. The Dangers of Frcedom and Duties of Freemen.
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7. Garibaldi, the Washington of Ialy.

8. The Anglo-Saxon Race in Old and New England.

9, Sir Enward Bulwer Lytion and his Works.
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CHRISTMAS AND THE NEW YEAR AND THEIR
LESSONS.

In every age and in every civilized nation, from the commencement of
authentic history to the present time, the close of the Old Year and the
beginning of the New has been regarded as a solemn seascn, at which the
shadow on Time’s Dial more distinctly pointed to another period forever
past in the life of the nation and the man. We find that such feelings were
constantly associated with the departure of the Old Year even by the
Grecks and Romans, and other nations of antiquity, and that all were
aoxious to usher in the New Year with * good omens ;” in other words,
to commence it happily and auspiciously, evidently under the same
belief as is still expressed in our familiar proverb, * a good beginning
makes a good ending.” And indeed everything in the world of nature
around us combines to render this a season of solemnized reflection to
every thoughtful mind, and far more so to us than to the ancient Heathens.
We have just celebrated the Holy Festival of Christmas, the anniversary
of the merciful and marvelous event, which drew the great line of de-
marcalion between ancient Heathendom and modern Christendom, and
brought * life and immortality to light.” And joyous and festive as we
ever desire to see the celebration of the good old Christmas, still that joy
and festivity must ever, with all righly-feeling persons, be mingled with,
and moderated by, more serious feelings—with a deep sense of gratitude
for the great mercy shown at the grand Christmas morn by God to man—
and with a no less lively consciousness in the heart of each of us, as
memory runs back over the year now drawing to its close, of how greatly
our gratitude has fallen short, in act and conduct, of what it should have

9



66 THE NEW YEAR.

been. Even though such thoughts as these may bring something of sad-
ness in their train, it is well for us that they come, and better still if we
receive them with a welcome, and lovingly endeavor to accept and act
upon their teachings. There is an old hymn in the Lyra Germanica,
translated from the Latin of l.aurentius, which we have ever thought most
beautifully suggestive of that frame of heart with which the Christian
should welcome Christmas : and more especially in these two stanzas :—

“ Why didst Thou leave thy throne

O Jesus * What could bring
Thee to a world where e’en Thine own

Knew not their rightful King #

Thy Love beyond all thonght

Stronger than Death or Hell,

And my deep woe this wonder wrought,
That Thou on Earth dost dwell. '

Thou art the Life O ! Lord,
Sole Lighbt of Life Thou art!
Let not thy glorious rays be poured
In vain on my dark heart.
Star of the East, arise !
Drive all my clouds away,
Guide me till Earth’s dim twilight dies .
Iato the perfect day !" (1700.)

Solemn feelings of this kind must ever be associated with the Christmas
Festival ; but siill, as we have hinted, we would also have it always kept
as a festival—a time of rejoicing: and we confess to have noticed with
no liutle satisfaction, for several years past, the steady advance which the
celebration of Christmas has been making in New England. We would
not diminish or detract from the affection with which our own more pecu-
liar anniversary of * Thanksgiving' is regarded. Long may that day
continue to be looked forward to with hopeful anticipations, and back upon
with pleasant memories, as a day of happy re-union of families and
friends around the hearths and homes of New England! But Christmas
has claims of another, and, in one aspect, of a higher character, as being
the great inauguration Feast of Christianity. It is, moreover, associated
with so many old recollections and usages, which, like Shakspeare’s and
Milton's immortal works, are the common heritage of all who speak the
English language and claim an Anglo-Saxon origin, that we would gladly
see a still greater revival among us of its celebration in the spirit and
the style of the olden time. And we say this, not from any love of
foolish or superstitious practices, but from a thorough conviction that both
this and many other olden customs, which are gradually falling into diss
use, beneath the haughty and withering sneer of modern * enlighten.
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ment” and utilitarianism, originated in, and were promotive of, a spirit of
love and good will to all that, to our mind, is of far more value to men
and nations than any amount of mere cold, calculating intellectual
knowledge, and * progress,” too often falsely so called. Such, at all
events, is a right Masonic view of the matter, for to the true Masonic
judgment whatever tends to promote kindly and brotherly feelings
throughout a community, must ever be regarded as of the highest value
and importance. Does not a thrill of sympathetic joy and pleasure run
through the chords of every generous and uncorrupted heart—uncor-
rupted, we mean, by selfishness, or conventionplism, or the assumption of
a false enlightenment—at the perusal of Scott’s graphic and eloquent
description of the keeping of Christmas in the olden time :—

¢ And well our Christian Sires of old
Loved, when the year its course had rolled,
And brought blithe Christmas back again,
With all its hospitable train.

Domestic and religious rite

Gave honor to the holy night :

On Christmas-Eve the bells were rung,
On Christmas-Eve the mass was sung :
The damsel donned her kirtle green,

The hall was dressed with holly green:
Forth to the wood did merry men go

To gather in the misletoe.

Then open wide the Baron's hall

To vassal, tenant, serf, and all :

Power laid his rod of rule aside,

And ceremony doffed his pride.

TLe heir with roses in his shoes

That night might village partner choose :
The lord underogating share

The vulgar game of * post and pair.’

All hailed with uncontrolled delight

And general voice the happy night,
That, to the cottage as the crown,
Brought tidings of salvation down.

The fire, with well-dried logs supplied,
‘Went roaring up the chimney wide :
The huge ball table’s oaken face,
Secrubbed till it shone the day to grace,
Bore then upon its massive board
No mark to part the squire and lord.
Then was brought in the lusty brawn
By oild blue-coated servingman :

Then the grim boat’s-head frowned on high
Crested with bays aad rosemery.
Waell can the green-garbed ranger tell,



63 THE NEW YEAR.

How, when, and where the monster fell :
What dogs before his death he tore

And all the baiting of the boar.

While round, the merry wassail bowl
Garnished with ribbons blithe did trowl :
There the huge sirloin reeked : hard by
Plum-porridge stood and Christmas pie :
Nor failed old Scotland to produce

At such bigh tide her savory goose.
Then came the merry maskers in,

And carols roared with blithesome dia :
If unmelodious was the song,

It was a hearty note and strong,

Who lists, may in their mumming see
Traces of ancieat mystery :

White shirts supply the masquerade

And smutted cheeks the visor made ;

But O! what masquers, richly dight,
Can boast of bosoms half so light !
Ergland was merry England when

Old Christmas brought his sports again.
'T was Christmas broached the mightiest ale,
'T was Christmas told the merriest tale:
A Christmas gambol oft would cheer

A poor man's heart through all the year !”

The last few lines forcibly convey the opinion we would express, It is
not the particular customs and quaint old usages—though we love them
still—that we would commend, so much as the spirit of universal good
will, charity, forgiveress of past offences, and hearty enjoyment on a
common footing of men of every class, which marked, and still to a
great extent in old England, the keeping of old Christmas : and we re-
peat that the cultivation of such a spirit, and all rightful means leading
thereto, are essentially in harmony with the leading principles of the
loved-brotherhood of Masonry.

And now let us turn our thoughts for a while from Christmas to New
Year's Day and its associations, from many of which, if we mistake not,
we as Masons may derive some uscful lessons. Not a few anniversaries of
the New Year have passed since we remember reading with lively inter-
est a passage in the essays of Elia (Charles Lamb) to the following effect,
though we cannot vouch for the precise words :—** Every man hath two
birthdays : two days at least in every year, which set him upon revolving
the lapse of time, as it affects his mortal duration. The one is that
which in an especial manner he termeth kis. In the gradual desuetude
of old observances, this custom of solemnizing our proper birthday hath
nearly passed away, or is left to children, who reflect nothing at all about
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the matter, nor understand anything beyond the cake and orange. Dut
the birth of a New Year is of an interest'too wide to be pretermitted by
king or cobbler. No one ever regarded the first of January with indif-
ference. It is that from which all men date their time and count upon
what is lefl. It is the nativity of“our common Adam! Of all sound of
all bells—(bells, the music nighest bordering upon Heaven !)—most sol-
emn and touching is the peal, which rings out the old year! I never hear
it without a gathering up of my mind to a concentration of all the images
that have been diffused over the past twelvemonth : all 1 have done or
suffered—performed or neglected—in that regretted time. 1 begiu to
know its worth, as when a person dies. It takes a personal color: nor
was it a poetical flight in a cotemporary, when he exclaimed,
¢ ¢ I saw the skirts of the departing year.’

The elders, with whom I was brought up, were of a character not likely
to let slip the sacred observance of any old institution ; and the ringing
out of the Old Year was kept by them with circumstances of peculiar
ceremony. In those days the sound of those midnight chimes, though it
seemed to-raise hilarity in all around me, never failed to bring a train of
pensive imagery into my fancy. Yet I then scarce conceived what it
meaant, or thought of it as a reckoning that concerned me. Not childhood
alone, but the young man till thirty, never feels practically that he is
mortal.”

Touching and heart-penetrating as were nearly all the writings of
Charles Lamb, there are few passages to be found in them fuller of home-
striking truth and pathos than the above lines : and more particularly the
words we have underlined suggest to us, whether as individual men, or as
united Masons, admonitions appropriate to the season of the New Year.
Christmas, with its festive joys and loving associations, has, we trust, done
away with all feelings of offcnce, or animosity, or misunderstanding, that
may have arisen during the past year either in the domestic circles of our
bomes, or in the larger spheres of more public life, in which we have
severally had to mingle and 10 act. ‘I'hroughout the Lodges of our Order,
doubtless, as in every body composed of men subject to human feelings
and frailties, the past, as well as former years, has here and there wit-
nessed more or less of dissension arising from difference of opinion.
Christmas has borne all thcse away and covered them, we trust, beneath
her snow-white mantle of oblivion and charity : and now the New Year
suggests to us, in the words of Elia, o gathering up of our mindstoa
concentration of all the images that have been diffused over the past
twelvemonth—all we have done or suffered—performed or neglected—in
that regretted time” : and this, not with the weak dosign of miserably
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mourning over the past, but with the strong and manly one of striving to
do better for the future. Of individual duty in this respect each Brother’s
heart and conscience will be the best exponent and -guide, but we look
rather just now to the interests of our Brotherhood, and our duty as mem-
bers of it. Have we each and all during the past year not alone been
technically truo to our Masonic vows, but to their more broad and gener-
ous spirit? Have we faithfully endeavored to cultivate in ourselves and
others feelings of Union, Fraternity, and Brotherly Love? Have we
availed ourselves of every opportunity presented by these trying times in
which we live, to do good to our Brethren, to assuage their sorrows, to
comfort their affliction, and relieve their distress? Have we firmly and
steadily striven to promote the best interests of our noble Order by the
abnegation of all self-interest on our own part? These and such like
questions demand from us an answer.

We have in more than one article during the last year, as well as on
many previous occasions, endeavored to show the solema and lofty duties
of Masonry, if it be true to itself, in such an era of the world’s and our
country’s history as the present. It is in no spirit of exaggeration or of
too highly * magniflying our office,” that we assert, that, in the terrible
crisis, through which our beloved country and the Uniow, gained and
established by the labor and suffering and baitle-shed blood of our
Fathers, are now passing, there is no institution in existence which can,
if true to itself and ils vocalion, do more to lighten and relieve the dark-
ness and depression of the present, and to shed the light of a happy re-
coneiliation over the horizon of the future, than Masonry. But in order
to realize this so grand and noble object, it must, collectively and in-
dividually, rise to a full and dignified consciousness of the greatness of
its mission and of the duties which that mission involves. Above nll it is
incumbent upon us to do everything in our power, not only to preserve
the purity and sustain the energetic and healthy action of oux Omrper
internally, a8 among ourselves, but also to take care that its outward
aspect be such as to gain and comwand the respect of the community.at
large. Briefly glancing at the inner aspect, let us, as we love our Order
and desire its welfare, ever be most carefully on our guard against the
creeping in of any of those political arts and artifices, from whose action
in public life America has ajready suffered so much of evil! Demagogues
and stump-orators, and party-politicians, and selfish seekers after pelf and
power, have been the main cause of many another woe to our country, as
well as of this unhgly rebellion, which has indeed

¢ Brought death jato the world and all our woe !”
But in the name of all that we hold dear as Masons and as men, let us
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never allow such unholy and unmasonic action and artifice to cross the
sacred threshold of the Lodge: or, if it should, let all good Brethren and
true rise, as one man, to drive it back from the pure and generous at-
mosphere of Masonry to the foul and festering marshes that form its pro-
per and genial home! Any approach, however slight, to the intriguing
conduct of party-politicians in the outer world, is utterly foreign to the
spirit of Masonry, and deserves to be deprecated and discountenanced by
every true Mason. Perhaps, in the present state of society, electioneer-
ing arts and canvassing for offices, are almost necessary evils in public
life ; but so far from being necessary in the working of our Masonic in-
stitutions, they are totally opposed to the fundamental principles of those
institutions, and, if allowed to steal in and exercise any extensive influ-
ence, must undoubtedly overthrow them. In all elections of officers—a
most important matter in regard to the continued success and stability of
our Brotherhood—regard must always and only be had to merit and the
good of the Order. We dwell upon this point with more empbasis, be-
cause we believe many of our Brethren are not sufficiently alive to its
importance, or to the full bearing of the aNcient CoNSTITUTIONS on the
subject ; and also because, during the year on which we are entering, many
important occasions are likely to arise, which will call for a careful con-
sideration of the subject. Merit, we repcat then, and the good of the
Order, are the only tests known to Masonry of eligibility to office. Let
us see what the anciENT CoNnsTITUrIOKS say on this vitally important sub-
ject. *“ All preferment among Masons is grounded upon real worth and
personal merit only, that so the lords may be well served, the Brethren
not put to shame, nor the Royal Craft despised. Therefore no Master
or Warden (or other officer) is chosen by seniority, but for his merit.”

Another point in immediate connection with this, on which much mis-
understanding has existed, has reference to the position held by Masonry
in regard to the community or public at large. It is quile true that, ia the
Lodge-room, Masonry recognizes no distinctions between its members, as
arising from rank, or wealth, or learning, or any other extraneous causes.
But it does not follow that any of these qualifications are to be on all oc-
casions disregarded and despised. On the contrary, Masonry, while put-
ting all on a common and loving footing of fraternity in the Lodge-room
and in all the relations of Masons to each other, prides itself upon being
justly copservative, and upon giving * honor to whom honor is due.”
This is a matter deserving of our most careful attention in the presenta-
tion 6f Masonry to the outer world. The body is judged by its more pro-
mifent representatives, and it is absolutely essential to-the due honor and
estimation of our Order, that ie higher offices should be filled by men
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who, to their virtues and merits in private and Masonic life, also add some
claims upon the respect of society by their personal position or intellect-
ual eminence. Here, again, we are not left to the doubtful and differing
suggestions of our own opinions, but have a far surer and safer guide in
our AnciEnt Constitutions, in which we find the following emphatic
declaration :—* No Brother can be Grand Master unless he is ¢ nobly-
born, or a gentleman of the best fashion, or some architect or other artist,
descended of honest parents, and who is of singular great merit in the
opinion of the Lodges.”” Much more could we say on this and kindred
subjects did our limits permit. What we have written has been dictated
by the most sincere and affectionate love of our Brethren and our Order,
towards whom we can most truly say, in the words of the Psalmist, our
never-ceasing wish and prayer is, ** May length of days be in her right
hand, and in her left riches and honor! May her ways be ways of
pleasantness and all her paths be Peace !” And now, in heartily wishing
a happy New Year to all our Brethren,we would ask them to join, both in
prager and in actions to make this year a prosperous and an honorable
one to our Order : and we hail and welcome its birth in the words of an
English Poet— )

¢‘ His manhood shall be blissful and sublime,

With stormy sorrows and severest pleasures :

And his crowned age upon the top of Time

Shall throne him great in glories, rich in treasures!

The Sun is up, the day is breaking,

Sing ye sweetly, draw anear,

Immortal be the new-born year,
And blessed be his making !"”

. MASONRY AND WAR.

Ix one of the Southern cities tbe.memben of the Craft who have a residence
there, under the lead and direction of the d_Master of the State in which
the city referred to is located, visited the Northern priagners of war, who were
confined in jail, and ascertained who among them were 8. A few days
subsequently a suit of clothes was provided for each ot the Bretigen, and steps
take,, to have good and proper food furnished to the well, and appropiate nourish-
meont and medical attendance to such of the Brethren as were sick ¢ suffering
from wounds. Itis gratifying to receive such evidence that the great ‘cardinal
principle of the Craft still exists, and that Freemasonry still performs her benign
and holy mission. In the present instance, fifteen of the relieved Brethren hailed
from this jurisdiction. Brethren, let us treasure this instance in grateful remem-
brance, and keep in view the Divine mandate, “ Go thou and do likewise I''—N.

Y. Dispatch.
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STROLLS AMONG THE WORKMEN.
NoO. 7.

Dear Brother Moore—I told you last month that in the beginning of the last
centary the necessity for an effective and stable government manifested itself to
the Macsonic Fraternity, and that a Grand Lodge was organized, in manner and
form, resembling those of the present day, porsessing dignity and power aud the
same elements of perpetuity. Of course you must not understand that there
was no system of Masonic government whatever before that time. Contrary-
wige, there was a system, ample enough in its functions, to embrace the wants
of the Craft generally, and which, by the minute and careful supervision of a
Grand Master, effected the full purposes of the Institation, and was well adapted
to the peculiar habits of the people in those ages.

The Lodges were “ just and regular,””—as much so at that time as they have
ever been since,—otherwise no one could have been made a just and regular
Mason. In the regulations made in General Assembly, Dec. 27th, 1663, we
find, “ That no person, of what degree soever, be made or accepted a Freemason
unless in a regular L.odge, whereof one is to be Master or Warden in that limit
or division where such Lodge is kept, and another 10 be a Craftsman in the trade
of Freemasonry.”

Under ail phases of political systems which prevailed in those ages, the Ma-
sonic orb pursued its undeviating course in perfect disregard of external circum-
stances, accomplishing its laudable purposes. It was pérfect within itself—not
at all dependent upon the result or consequences of changesin other institutions,
either political or social. Its system of government was republican in its spirit ;
hence its affinity with the natural impulses of the human heart. In establishing
a Grand Lodge the representative feature was most prominent, showing clearly
the intuitive principle in man for self-government. It is somewhat remarkable
that, even in the present day, the system of Masonic government, with this prin-
ciple of freedom moet conspicuvusly interwoven with-its general regulations, lies
quietly in the bosom of tyranny and despotism, without exciting, to any degree,
their jealousy and distrust. Nay, potentates themselves enter heartily into the
epirit of the Institution, and either take its executive head or become active in its
government. It is idle to suppose that the Masonic Inetitution bears the char-
acter of despotism, as some ignorantly assert. It wide spread arms embrace
men of every country, sect and opinion, obviously showing that there is ample
room for freedom of thought and expression. Men who are brought within its
folds are made Free and Accepted Masons.

It was the custom of the Brethien in the olden times to meet in general as-
sembly once a year, at which time they participated in,and enjoyed an abundant
supply of the substantials and delicacies common in that day, and withal a
‘ hearty good cheer.” It was doubtless an exhilarating feast to both soul and
body. The festivities of the occasion afforded the means of an interchange of
eentiment and good feeling. They excited the liveliest emotions of love in the
mingling of hearts. Those happy hours were well calculated to bind together
the brotherhood in a personal tie of undying fiiendship, which, when united

10
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with the fraternal bond and other Masonic attractions, entwined their hearts be-
yond the possibility of a separation,

In parenthesis, allow me to say, and without wishing to shock your moral,
nervous sensibilities, that the abandonment of this custom of periodical or occa-
sional feasts has added nothing to the sociality or attractions of the Order. In
England and upon the continent, and in some of the old jurisdictions in this
country, this practice is continued and still meets with favor. Yuu must not be
surprised 1o learn that I am old-fashioned enough to like and approve this old
Masonic custom. I am not startled by the bug-bear which appears to haunt the
imagination of those of our exceedingly sensitive Brethren who see demoraliza-
tion in every indulgence of the kind. It does not follow, necesearily, that be-
cause the members of a Lodge have a dinner or a supper, that there must be at
the feast intoxicating drinks; nor is this the case in many of the jurisdictions in
this country, in which the custom is preserved.

It was at the annual feasts that the Brethren chose a Grand Master, who had
then, as now, the chief government of the Craft. All that bore a resemblance
to legislation was also done on these occasions, Rules were enacted and charges
set forth which controlled and gave tone to the Institution. It was the daty of
the Grand Master to see these regulations enforced, at the same time exercising
a general supervision over the Craft to the full extent of the executive functions
of his office, and, as occasion required, to exercise judicial authority, Doubtless
the powers of the Grand Master were less circumscribed or controlled then than
they are esteemed 10 be now; and yet, whalever were his powers and privileges
at that period, are his inherent prerogatives at the present time ; nor can he be
deprived of them.

I regard the office of Grand Master as far above the grade or position of a G.
Lodge. Itis an office of great honor, dignity and power; its poesessor claims
of the Brethren reverence and submission, and a fastidious obedience 10 his Ma-
sonic edicts, He, like the king, can do no wrong. He is beyond judicial ac-
countability or penalties, except he should lose sight of his exalted position and
commit a fault requiring a special enaciment in his case. He presides over the
Grand Lodge during its deliberations, and has the power to prevent the passage
of general or local regulations, if they are in couflict with the ancient Landmarks
of the Order, aud possesses the power to veto any unconstitutional act of the body.
He is the Grand Master of Masons in the jurisdiction in which he resides, and
not simply the Grand Master of the Grand Lodge, as some erroneously suppose.
Occurrences are rare in which Grand Masters abuse and usurp authority beyond
their constitutional limits; but whenever this is the case, they bring upon them-
selves obloquy and the contempt of all good Masons, which of itself is sufficient,
doubtless, to deter them from commitling any such offence. A Grand Lodge is
a legislative body, poesessing executive and judicial powers, and differs from
State l.egislatures in this particular. Althoogh, while in session, it possesses in
its atiributes more extensive powers than pertain to the office of Grand Master,
yet, in the very nature of things, it cannot command the reverence or excite the
same love and esteem that is given to 8 Grand Master. Expressions and senti-
ments, which may with great propriety be used toward him, would be exceed-
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ingly inappropriate when applied to a Grand Lodge. The one has blended with
his office the nature and nobleness of the man. He has feelings, he has a heart,
and can * weep with those who weep, and rejoice with those who rejoice : he
has a soul and can sympathize, while, on the other band, a Grand Lodge
possesses neither faculty.

We cannot without excessive ignorance say that a Grand Lodge * can do no
vrong,’ or altribute to it infallibility. It is true they are composed in part of gen-
tlemen of high respectability and intelligence, and deservedly hold a prominent
place in the estimation and esteem of their Brethren ; but there are others who,
although they may hold a high social position, are young and inexperienced,
with but little discretion it may be; others who are good at heart, but without
sound judgment; others who are ignorant of Masonic principles, and less
bleseed with letters ; while there ate others heedlessly perverse and immoral.
This being so, is it not rational 10 suppose that these bodies can and do err often
in their acts and decisions ? and are even more vulnerable in this particular than
a wise and discreet individual would be who might be chosen Grand Master.

1 may be wrong in holding these sentiments toward Grand Lodges. If so,
then I have always been in error, and have viewed these bodies through
jaundiced eyes, and yet I am second to none in according to them all the honors
which attache to so high and honorable a position, or who would submit more
willingly to their mandates and decisions, however erroneous they may be.

T will continue these random reflections about Grand Lodges in the next num-
ber.

In the bonds of fraternal love I remain yours truly, D.

THE ORIGINAL FREEMASONS.*

BerwxeN the years 568 and 774 the Longobards, a German race, overrun the
whole of Italy, and at last setiled themselves in ils northern plains, which have
since been called after them—Lombardy. They became Christians; and until
this day the kings of Lombardy are crowned with an iron crown, so called from a
nail which is said to have been taken from the croes on which the Saviour was
crucified being rivetled into it. The Lombards grew into a clever and great na-
tion after the fall of Rome. The round-headed characters used in writing at the
present day were invented by the Lombards. Book-keeping, banks, bills of ex-
change, commercial and maritime laws, public loans, and many other things
vseful 10 industry and commerce, all originaled in Lombardy. The kings, lords,
and municipal bodies of the country, combined in promoting talent and industry.
For this purpose it was enacted that every one who wished to become an artificer
should study for a certain number of years—thal is, serve an apprenticeship ; as-
sociations of artificers were formed, to which were given exolusive privileges in
carrying on their trades, and these associalions were called free corporations and

*This article is from the English * Gl tershire Chronicle,’ and though its theory as to
the origin of Freemasonry may not be generally credited, its hnloty in other respects will be
accepted by Masonic scholars generally.— Editor.
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guilds. One of these guilds was formed by the Freemasons, who carried the
architecture of their couniry throughout the whole of Europe.

The Freemasons, it is often asserted, originated in the building of the Tower
of Babel. Other persons, again, say that they are only so old as the building of
Solomon’s Temple. It is also asserted that there is nothing to support these no-
tions, not even a tradition, Some historians have fancied that a peculiar Masonic
language may be traced in the reigns of Charlemange the Great, and have
therefore maintained that Freemasonry existed in the seventh century in France
and England ; but it is far more probable that it originated, as we have said, with
the Lombards, in a later century; but it is certain they first made use of that
body.

The Masons of Lombardy having joined themselves into a guild in common
with other trades, the better to enjoy tho exclusive benefit of their ‘“art and
mystery,” as indentures of apprenticeship even now say, they initiated only those
who were to form members of their body ; they bound them to secrecy by im-
posing oaths ; they carefully coucealed, and even destroyed, documents which
might disclose their knowledge ; they formed a secret language, that they might
describe their art to each other without uninitiated persons understanding them
and they formed a code of secret signs that they might recognize each other as
Masons, though personally unknown to each other, and keep strangers from get-
ting into fellowship with them. They became very skilful masons and brick-
layers, especially the inhabitants of Como, who were, therefore, distinguished by
the name of ‘ Masters from Como;” and the Lombard kings having been very
zealous in spreading the Christian religion, the Freemasons were largely em-
ployed in filling their dominions with churches and monasteries. Lombardy
baving at length been covered with these edifices, the Freemasons spread into
other countries in search of work. They becane troops of laborers following in
the tracks of the Chrislian missionaries, and building the churches required for
the converts ; in fact, no sooner did a missionary reach a remote place to con-
vert the inhabitants than a troop of Freemasons appeared ready to raise a temple
in which they might worship. The Popes of Rome, under these circumstances,
were indaced 1o grant protection to the Freemasons in all the countries under the
influence of the Latin or Romanist Church; they were furnished with papal
bulls confirming the corporate powers given to them by the kings of Lombardy ;
granting them exemptions from the laws and taxes which affected the natives of
the countries in which they worked ; empowering them to fix the price of their
labor, and forbidding their native sovereigns from encouraging their own subjects
to compete with the Freemasons in their trade, on pain of being treated as rebels.
All workmen were, in short, required to obey the authority given to the Free-
masons, on pain of excommunication ; and this was justified by the example of
Hiram, King of Tyre, when he sent architects to build the Temple of Solomon.

The Freemasons were divided into troops or Lodges, the whole troop was
governed by a surveyor, and each ten of its members were governed by a
warden. They came organized in this manner when required to erect an edifice.
First, they built temporary huts for their own accommodalion ; then the diflerent
departments set to work, each under its own warden. Whilst each ten men had
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a particular duty assigned to them, they all labored in carrying out one common
design. One calcalated the weight and pressure of the arches ; another fashioned
the forms of the pillars, buttr , and pinnacles ; another raised the walls;
another carved the stonework ; and so on. The organization of the Freemasons
thus led to a subdivision of labor, and this to excellence and speed in all parts
of the work, as it does in making a pin or a waltch. Hence it is that in the an-
cient Gothic structures which are the work of the Freemasons, nothing has been
done in a slovenly manner ; the crypt, which is always buried in darkness under
ground, being often decoraled with carving as beautiful as that of the nave
which is exposed to the light of day. As an edifice advanced they sent for
more of their Brethrenj and being authorized by the Pope, backed by kings,
and upheld in public opinion by the sanctity of their work, they demanded and
obtained materials, carriages, and manual assistance from the neighboring geniry.
They also imposed conditions on the parishes in which they labored ; thus a
covenant was entered into between a Lodge of Freemasons and the Church
Wardens of a parish in Suffolk, during the reign of Henry VI., amongst the
stipulations of which is that every Freemason should be furnished with a pair of
leather gloves and a white apron, and that a Lodge, properly tiled, should be
built for their meetings at the expense of the parizh.

The privileges conferred upon the Freemasons, the usefulness of their ser-
vices, and the great wealth which they obtained, tended to swell their numbers
greally. People in all countries sought admission into their ranks; in fact, no
man could work as a Mason without being a member of one of these guilds.
Thus a knowledge of architecture was diffused from Italy wherever the Latin
Church spread. As architecture gave dignity to the rites of religion also, the
clergy joined the Freemasons that they might learn how to practice the art,
Bishops, abbots, and simple priests gave designs for churches and other eccle-
siastical buildings, while the inferior clergy executed the artificers’ work, and by
these many of the earliest structures were raised. Whilst war was the pastime
of kings and the employment of the people, the clergy in their monasteries were
the industrious bees of the community. Often when a new church was required
the abbot or superior gave the plan, and while some of the monks raised walls,
others amongst them wrought the sculptures. It is no wonder that architecture
spread when it was patronized by powerful kings, carrried on by a learned
clergy, and regarded as a holy work.

The existence of Freemasons accounts for a fact which might otherwise be
unaccountable; we mean the striking resemblance which pervades the early
Christian buildings in all countries. The principles were derived from one
source, Italy ; the builders belonged to one body of men, the Freemasons; they
were in constant communication, and every improvement, even the most minute,
became the common property of the whole Order. Hence it is that the churches
in the north of Scotland are exactly the same as those in the south of Italy.
Hence improvements spread with such marvelous rapidity as lo appear almost
simultaneously in different countries ; and we have a remarkable instance of it
in the fact that Gothic architectare spread throughout the west of Europe so sud-
denly that it is impossible to determine where it originated.
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Freemasonry was at its height in the tenth century. An idea became
prevalent amongst Christians that Christ would re-appear on earth 1010 years
after His death upon the croes, and that the woild would come to an end. For
many years preceding, then, very few churches were built, and those which
existed were suffered to fall into decay. But when the time had passed, and the
idea proved 1o be a delusion, people aroused themselves from this fear of death,

. and desired churches that their souls might be saved. Then the Freemasons
scattered themselves far and wide ; strong in their union, protected by the great
and powerful, receiving asylums in the religious houses, finding work to be done
everywhere ; they poured out of Italy thiough the west, pioceeding further and
further, advancing from country to couniry, from Italy to Germany, from Ger-
many to France, from France to Belgium, and from these places crossing the
sea into England.

Bot as civilization rose Freemasonry fell. The Pope’s power was diminished ;
the natives of each country asserted their right to work ; native skill increased ;
and nalive sovereigns regarded these foreign workmen with jealousy. The
secret signs and practices of the Freemasons brought suspicion on them ; they
were deprived of their privileges in some countries ; they were expelled from
others ; and as their services were no longer indispensable, the clergy and laity
withdrew their patronage from them. At length the Freemasons ceased to be
architects, and the guilds expired.

MARTINISM AND RUSSIAN FREEMASONRY.

MarTINISTS were a sect of Ruesian dissenters which arose in the beginning of
the present century. It derived its name from the Chevalier St. Martin, a native
of France, who, while infidel philosophy was excrcising almost undisputed sway
over the public mind of that country, set himself with his whole heart and soul
to diffuse the doctrine of pure, practical Christianity, though undoubtedly tinged
with a considerable admixture of mysticism. To spread his principles the inore
widely, he made use of the Masonic Lodges, but met with comparatively little
success in France, except in the Lodges of Lyons and Montpelier. The doctrines
of St. Martin were imported into Russia by Count Grabianka, a Pole, and Ad-
miral Pleshcheyeff, a Russian, both of whom were successful in introducing them
into the Masonic Liodges in that country, whero they soon met with very wide ac-
ceptance. The Martinists at length became a very numerous sect, including in
the list of their members some names of rank and influence. The favorite
authors whose writings they chiefly consulted, were, besides St. Martin himself,
those of the German Pietistic-school, such as Arndt and Spener. But the object
of the sect was not so much to cultivate a speculative as a practical Christianity,
by seeking to do good to all within the sphere of their influence, not only perform-
ing deeds of charity to the poor, but as far as possible, the extemsion of educa-
tion and literature. The principal seat of the Martinists was the city of Moscow,
where they established a typographic society for the encouragement of learning ;
and to accomplish this important object they purchased all the manuscripts,
whether in prose or poetry, which were offered to them, publishing, however,
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only such as appeared worthy of seeing the light. Their countenance was chiefly
given to those writings which had a religious or moral tendency. Many of the
works published by this society were translations from foreign language, but
some very valuable original works, literary, scientific, and religious, were issued
with their sanction. They established also a large library, chiefly consisting of
religious books, to which all were admitted who were sincerely desirous of
acquiring information ; a school was founded at their expense; and deserving
young men were assisted in carrying forward their studies, either in the country
or at foreign universities. To the seasonable aid thus afforded, Karamsin, the
talented Russian historian, was indebted for his education at the University of
Moscow. Many of the Martinists, unable to contribute money in order to carry
out the plans of the society, devoted their time and talents to works of benev.
olence, and more especially to the alleviation of human suffering. Some of this
noble class of men sacrificed large fortunes, and even submitted to great priva®
tions, in order to fulfil the designs of this charitable and useful institution. The
Martinists became, in process of time, a numerous and highly respected body of
men, and their influence was daily diffusing itself more and more widely among
the Russian people. Men of all ranks, in Church and State, hastened to join the
Lodges of this noble band of Freemasons, which bade fair, had it been permitted
to continue its operations, to be eminently instrumental in promoting the cause of
Christianity and true civilization throughout the whole Russian Empire. But the
rapidly increasing fame and influence of this noble sect, and more especially of
their typographic society at Moscow, which was working wonders by means of
the press, awakened suspicion and jealousies in the mind of the Empress Catherine
II. She resolved, therefore, to put forth her utmost efforts to crush the sect;
Novikoff, one of its leading and most active members, was imprisoned in the
castle of Schlusselburg ; several of the nobles who belonged to it were banished
to their estates, and several religious books which it had issued were seized and
burnt as being subversive of the good order of the country. At the desth of
Catherine, the Emperor Paul, who succeeded her on the throne of Russia, liberated
Novikoff, whose tragic story is thus briefly told by Count Krasinski :—‘ He re-
covered his liberty, but found a desolate home, his wife was dead, and his three
young children were a prey to a terrible and incurable disease. The Emperor
Paul, whose mad outbursts of despotism were the results of a mind diseased by
a keen sense of wrong, inflicted upon him by his own mother, but whose natural
character was noble and chivalrous, demanded of Novikoff, when he was pre-
scnted to him on his liberation from the fortress, how he might compensate the
injustice that had been done to him, and the sufferings to which he had been ex-
pused. * By rendering Nberty to all those who were imprisoned at the same time
when I was, was Novikoff’s answer. The labors of the Martinists, as a body,
were completely checked by the persecution which they had suffered under
Catherine, and they contented themselves during the reign of Paul with quietly
propagating their opinions in their individual capacity. Under Alexander I.,
however, who was somewhat inclined to religious mysticism, the Martinists re-
covered, for a time, their influence in Russia, and Prince Galitzin, one of their
number, was intrusted by the Emperor with the ministry of religious affairs and
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public education. The imperial councils were now guided by men of piety and
patriotism ; bible societies were openly promoted by the government, and religious
books published by sanction of the Emperor. But matters completely changed
on the death of Alexander. His brother Nicholas, who succeeded him, adopted
a different line of acting. He suppressed bible societies, discouraged the pro-
gress of liberal religious tendencies, and by his whole course of policy, put an
effectual check upon all the operations of the Martinists, and led to the total dis-
appearance from the face of Russian society of a sect or body of men of whom
any civilized country might well be proud.— Gardner’s Fuiths of the World.

“OUR HOLY AND OUR BEAUTIFUL HOUSE.”

THis was the holiness and beauty of the temple of Solomon, the wonder of then
existing and subsequent ages: that magnificent building—magnificent, not in
size, for many a Parish Church have we seen larger, but magnificent in the num-
ber, the variety, the cost, the richness, and the splendor of its adornments—sur-
passingly magnificent in the wisdom that contrived it, the strength that supported
it, and the beauty that was so chastely yet so richly conspicuous in every part of
the building—magnificent in the peace, harmony and fraternity that existed among
the workmen engaged in its erection, for, it will be remembered, that, during the
seven years it was in construction, such were the arrangements of Solomon, that
not the slightest manifestation of discontent or dissatisfaction was ever exhibited
by any of the 153,000 persons employed at the building—magnificent in the order
of its construction, for there was not heard the sound of axe, hammer, or any
tool of iron as it rose in its silent majesty to lose itself among the clouds—magni-
ficent in the eloquence of its symbolism ; for, like its model and prototype the
tabernacle of Moses, the Temple of Solomon was ordained of God to be a type
of heaven, the dwelling-place, the abode of Jehovah! Its three grand divisions
were symbolical of the Universe. The outer courts, or grand floor, and the mid-
dle chamber were emblematic of the earth and ses, which all men might ap-
proach ; while its Holy of Holies, whose threshold no mortal dared to cross,
where the Shekinah—the visible manifestation of the God of Hosts—was always
present, and where the High Priest alone, and only one day in the year, entered
and with fearful solemnity pronounced the name Jehovah, the great 1 Am, the
Glorious Architect of the world, was an appropriate type of the dwelling-place
of our Creator.

Well might Isaiah, in alluding to a building of such splendor and magnificence,
call it * Our holy and beautiful house.” But this holiness and beauty are equally
applicable to every Church and Chapel erected for, and dedicated to, the worship
of God. It is equally his temple—the place where prayer and worship are offered
to Him—with that on Mount Moriah, which was composed of cedar, of silver
and of gold—and ornamented with blue and scarlet and fine twined linen. Al
though the outer porch with its pillars, Jachin and Boaz, may be absent; altheugh
you ascend not by a flight of winding stairs to the middle chamber, although the
Ark of the Covenant and visible Shekinah be not there, All-Saints Parish Church
is still the House of God—Our holy and our beautiful house.—.non.
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GRAND LODGE OF MASSACHUSETTS.

Tue Grand Lodge of this Commonwealth was organized, and its offi-
cers for the current year duly installed, on the evening of the 27th ult,,
in the presence of a large assemblage of the Brethren. It was the second
inauguration of the M. W. Wux. D. CooLineg, Esq., as Grand Master, and
was an occasion of much interest. At the conclusion of the ceremonies
of installation the Grand Master read his annual address, which we give
below. This was followed by the following Ode, written for the occasion
by R. W. Brother Joan K. Harr :—

Supreme Grand Master! we to thee
Again as suppliants bow the knee ;
Our labor here can nought avail ;
Without thy aid all effoits fail.

Let our Grand Master be thy care,
And let him thy rich blessings share ;
Guide and instruct him by thy grace,
With wisdom to adorn his place.

Restore once more o'er all our land
That scene of a united band,

Where heart and band in concert move,
And join in deeds of heav’aly love.

Unite sgain that broken chain,

From Ocean to our Western plain,
And to the North and South once more
That peace and harmony restore,

‘While prosp’rous we thy care forgot,
Unmindful of our pleasant lot ;

Not heeding that by God 't was given,
To lead our thoughts to thee in beav’n.
But now let grateful incense rise ;

The contrite heart thou 'It not despise ;
Accept our tribute we implore,

Gud of our fathers! bless once more.

This was followed by an eloquent and fitting Address by Rev. Ww.
R. Arer, who never fails to interest and delight his audience. Old
Hundred was then sung, and the Brethren were dismissed with a bene-
diction by Rev. Brother W. T. GReENwooD, of Malden, oneo of the Grand
Chaplains.

ADDRESS OF THE GRAND MASTER.

Never, Brethren, in the history of this Grand Lodge have we been permitted
to assemble when first of all we should acknowledge with more heartfelt’ and
sincere gratitude the protecting love, the ever watchful and guiding care of a
divine Providence than this on which this evening we are convened. When, as
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I addressed you from this spot just a year ago, as I entered on these duties with
a heart full of hopeful gladness, how little did we think of what the coming year
was to develope, yet through it all our work of usefulness and charity has been
bleosed and reverently and devoutly do I desire to acknowledge our depen-
dance, and implore the continuance of divine aid to guide our deliberations in
the future, in the words, that

* As He was with the fathers, so may he be with us.”

Let me express to you, Brethren, how profoundly I appreciate the distinguished
honor you have conferred upon me, and the sincere gratitude I feel at this re-
newed expression of your confidence and brotherly regard.

I judge by my own heart, Brothers, that I touch the key note in yours, when,
at this early period of my annual address, I speak to you of our country. I
know the intense excitement in which every one of you has shared the past
year. I know it by your correspondence with me and by my frequent visits
among you; and therefore while I admit moet fully that sectarianism and poli-
tical disputation has no place in the Lodge-room, love of conntry, honor, valor,
fidelity, truth and justice have a place, and that on these themes you will bear
with me; and while we are in the midst of this excitement and strife, and this
outbreak of folly, madness and crime is being forced upon us by a portion of our
people, let me, Brethren, if I can by any word of mine cheer your hearts to
doty, and strengthen your trust in an Almighty Guide and Protector, let me utter
a few thoughts at this time, and see if the principles of our institution do not
guide us aright in this trial of our faith.

Our country had become enervated by prosperity and her officers corrupt and
unfaithful ; degeneracy was apparent; honesty, patriotism and subordination
were dying out in our land ; and as the lightnings of Heaven clear and purify,
so this nation requires purification as by fire. Through this wholesome dis-
cipline we are passing; but if we will open our ears and our minds to the voice,
almost audible, speaking to our hearts, and learn the lessons taught of purity,
self-sacrifice, honesty, patriotism, and subordination ; if respect for established
usage, respect for age and authority so lamentably deficient in our day ; if these
are the lessons learned by such hard trials, our country will rise again, put
on her beautiful garments, and be our pride and glory, and the hope of the
world.

Let us show as Masons, by our example, this spirit of loyalty, subordination
and fraternity, and the time will soon come when our prayers will be answered
and this great madness be rebuked, our nalion redeemed, and the end be
glorious, and its great consummation be, a purified, patriolic, united, inviacible
and happy people—when our .

“ Hopes shall change to glad fruition,
Faith to sight, and prayer to praise.”

Brethren, I might dwell on this theme, but I must hasten to the business por-
tions of my address, and I am detaining you from the music of that voice we
all so much love to hear.

Notwithstanding the preoccupancy of oyr minds, and the intense anxigly which
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has pervaded all your hearts, the work of the Lodges has gone on tv an unex-
pected extent, and there is but litlle falling off during the past Masonic year in
the number of initiates. Number of Lodges in our jurisdiction is 121,

The number of initiates in 1838 was 1323 ; in 1839 there were 1188; in 1860
one thousand one hundred and seven. It cannot be reasonably expected thtt the
present year will bear any proportion to the few preceding ones ; but, Brethren,
this [ do not regret ; it will be well for us 10 stop and breathe a while, and to let
those who have borne this burden and heat ol the day rest from their labor, and
give them and all an opportunity to look back over the work that has been done,
and gather strength for the present, and hope fur the future; it will enable the
Brethren 1o becoine more and better acquainted with each other, and the circum-
stances of the present year will afford many opportunities for the practical work-
ings of our institution, which a continued course of prosperity does not afford.
We are 1o show that our jsstitution is no idle pageant, but that our symbols have
inculcated duties in our hearts, aud we must show that we are ready and willing
to exemplily those dulies in our lives; and though there may be fewer appli-
cants for admission, keep the standard high and lofty, and remember that the
honor of the institution is in your keeping, and see 1o il, that none but those
pussessing high moral, social and intellectual qualities are admitled to share our
honors and our bappiness.

The following Dispensations have been granted to new Lodges the past
year:—

February 22. Lodge at South Dedham, to Brother Addison Boyden and others.

May 6. Bay State Army Lodge, 3d Regiment, to Brother Timothy Ingraham
and others.

July 13. Pythagoras Lodge, at Marion, to Brother John D. Allen and others.

August 12: Massachusetts Army Lodge, No. 2, 16th regiment, to Brother Lean-
der G. King and others.

September 16. United Brethren Army Lodge, No. 3, 17th regiment, to Brothers
John F. Fellowes and others.

October 17. Fraternal Army Lodge, No. 4, 25th regiment, to Brothers Joseph
B. Knox and others.

November 4. Bunker Hill Army Lodge, No. 5, 2d regiment, to Brother George
H. Gordon and others.

December 24. Union Lodge, No. G, in the 1st regiment of Massachusetts Cavalry,
to Brother M. A, Moore and others.

Lodges have been Constituted and Consecrated ; Corner Stones Laid, and Halls
Dedicated at the foliowing places :—

January 2. Constituted and Consecrated Hammatt Lodge, at East Boston, and
Installed its Officers.

January 17. Constituted and Consccrated John Warren Lodge, at Hopkinton,
and Installed its Officers.

June 21. Coustituted and Consecrated Dalhousie Lodge, at Newton, and Install-
ed its Officers.

September 20, Constituted and Consecrated John Hancock Lodge, at Methuen,
and Installed its Officers.
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September 20. Constituted and Consecrated Pacific Lodge, at Amberst, and In
stalled its Officers.

April 15. Laid Corner Stone of St. John’s Episcopal Church, at Lowell, by Br.
G. W. Warren, D. G. M.

Muy 30. Laid Corner Stone of First Universalist Church at Chelsea.

June 12. Laid Corner Stone of Howard Methodist Episcopal Church, at Cam-
bridgeport—present the Grand Lodge.

January 22. Dedicated a new and most commodions Hall, at New Bedford, and
Installed the Officers of Star in-the East and Eureka Lodges.

Junuary 28. Dedicated new Hall, at Southbridge, and Installed the Officers of
Quinebaug Lodge.

Jmne 24. Dedicated new Hall at Newtonville.
September 20. Delicated new Hall at Methuen.
September 24. Dedicated new Hall at Amherst.

November 12. Dedicated new Hall at Worcester for Montecute Lodge, and [n-
stalled its Officers.

We are largely represented in the army of the United States, We have the
names of more than three hundred Brethren, a large portion of whom are offi-
cers. We have granted them six Lodges, and have done all that we could to
spread over them the egis of our protection. We watch them with parental so-
licitude, and I am grieved 10 say, that among those held as hostages in Rich-
mond, is our woithy and well beloved Brother, Capt. Bowman, Past Master of
the Lodge at Clinton. Every effort that we can law(ully mnake for his exchange
or relief, will be made, and so of all others of our band. You will unite your
prayers, Brethren, for their safety and their honor; cheer them with your best
words and counsel ; and should they fall, honor their memories, and embalm
their good deeds and heroism in the history and archives of your Lodges.

I take this occasion to mention how largely I am indebted to the District
Deputy Grand Masters for their zeal and devotion. I have been most eflectively
aided by you, my beloved Brethren, and I most cheerfully acknowledge the
great obligations we are under to you, for your prompt and generous devotion of
time and talent 1o your duties. Nor can | omitto mention, in this connexion,
how much my cwn duties have been relieved by the enlightened aml sound
knowledge of Masonic Jurisprudence of the Recording Grand Secretary. His
pocket edition of the Trestle-Board and Digest of Masonic Law has been of
greal service lo me, and should be in the hands of every Brother desirous of per-
fecting himself in Masonic culture,

Our beloved Brother, the D. D. G. M. of the Second Masonic District, has again
placed us under obligations by his generosity ; but as he is so continually doing
these kiud acts, to recount them wonld be more than my space will permit.

Let me recommend to yon, Brethren, as far as in your power, to add to the im-
pressiveuness of our ritual the culiivation of music in your Lodge-rooms. The
Grand Lodge have set an example, and we have had our spirits exalted and
gladdened to-night by the stirring notes of the organ and the voices of our pevple
in glad and holy unison for the return of peace in our land. Music is the lan-
guage of love, gentleness, kindness, devotion, and how much it adds 1o the gy -
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shine of ourlives! The introduction of music will increase your enjoyment,
elevate your tdste, and add great impressiveness to your services.

I again commend 10 you that Lodges of Inetruction be multiplied among you.
Five or six contiguous Lodges might, with great profit and pleasure, unite, and
deleyations of five or ten from each, would make a moet happy re-union of
Brethren, meeting at each place once or thirice in a season, adding much to the
pleasure of social intercourse, and by the employment of a lecturer, to a uni-
formity of work in our jurisdiction.

Let me say to you, Brethren, that the violation of the Constitation in the ap-
pearance at our communication of so many Brethren without their jewels, has
become an evil and an interruption, to which I know you will moet readily apply
the remedy ; and I take occasion here to state, that no officer of a Lodge can
transfer his jewel to another, or appoint another to represent him in G. Lodge.

- And now, Brethren, I close as I began, exhorting you to be loyal to your
Government and faithful to your vows. We are not a political but a philanthropic
and conservative institution, and throughoot our land, whatever our political dif-
ferences, we are a unit still, and come whut will, we will do all we can to keep
it so.
“ Let us, then, be up and doing,
With a hesrt for any fate,
8till achieving, still pursuing,
Learn to labor and to wait.
And wherever distress exists, there we can alleviate, if we cannot avert. Let us
look up with a confiding spirit, and believe that if we merit it, we shall be
guided right, and whether passing through the sunshine of prosperity, or under
the cloud of sorrow, still it is a Father’s hand that is leading us ; and “ Though
the labor of the olive should fail, and there be no fruit on the vine—though the
flock be cut off from the fold, and there be no berd in the stall, yet will we joy in
the Lord, and trust in the God of our salvation.”

PRESENTATION.

Wk noticed, very briefly, in our issue for November last, the presentation of a
Sworp by the members, and a BisLx by the Chaplain, of Mount Vernon Lodge,
Malden, to Past Master Georex D. ALLkN, 1st Lieut. of the 5th Massachusetts
Battery. Since then a full account of the interesting proceedings has been pub-
lished in the Malden Messenger, which we should be pleased to transfer entire
to our psges could we conveniently spare the necessary space. Not being able
to do this, we content ourselves with laying before our readers the following elo-
quent extracts from the presentation speeches, which were uncommonly beaatiful
and appropriate. The first is from the address of Brother W. H. RicHarnsox, Jr.,
Senior Warden of the Lodge :—

PRESENTATION OF THE SWORD.

And now, my Brother, I present to you, in the name of the members of Mount
Vernon Lodge, this Swozrp with its accompaniments, the free gift of those whose
love and esteem you have fairly won ; and if but one act were necessary to cement
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forever the high regard of every member of this [nstitution, the step you are about
to take would call it forth.

Take it, my Brother, and may the noble cause in which you are engaged give to
its edge a keenness, and to your arm a vigor, that shall conquer every opposing foe :
may every flash of its glittering blade leave one rebel the less : may you never
draw it ingloriously ndr sheathe it dishonorably, and with it may you carve a name
that shall shine as clear and undimmed as the polished surface which it bears.

We do not forget that the name of Allen bears an historic glory, and a revolu-
tionary memory that will never die ; and may you emulate that steady patriotism
and unflinching courage which make the names of Allen and Ticonderoga the
watch-words of victory. Remember that

*In peace there 's nothing so becomes a man
As modest stillness and humility ;

But when the dast of swar blows in his ears,
Then imitate the action of the tiger.”

You will now have an opportunity to exemplify those cardinal virtues which are
the true tests of the upright Mason, prominent among which stands fortitude,
““that noble and steady purpose of the mind whereby we are enabled to undergo
any pain, peril, or danger when prudentially deemed expedient.” You are now to
exchange the gavel for the sword, and thereby discharge the duties you owe to the
laws under which you live, keeping steadily in view the allegiance due to your
country.

These spurs, too, are emblems of honor, suggestive of that open-eyed vigilance
which is ever ready for the word of command, come when it may; requiring, as
Napoleon used to term it, a sort of ‘‘two o’clock in the morning” courage, and
demanding great discipline, and great enthusiasm to guard against surprise. It is -
said of Suwarrow that even in peace he always slept fully armed, boots and all,
and when he wished to enjoy a very comfortable nap, he used to take off one spur.
Let his ready zeal be to you a lesson of fidelity.

Think not, my Brother, because you leave us you will be forgotten. Oh! no,
we shall follow you to the battle-field, and when the long roll beats to arms, we
shall eagerly watch for the first intelligence that speaks of you and your com-
mand. “ Our souls, much further than our eyes can see.”

We hope soon to welcome you home again ; and may you come with the great
army that has preceded you, the heralds of a peace that has been won without a
compromise of principle, and may it be a peace that neither tyranny abroad, nor
corruption and treason at home, shall be able to overthrow or successfully disturb.
80 may we see again one Nation, bound together in glittering harmony, controlled
by the great central idea of Unity and Freedom, and ready to do the World’s work.

And now, having discharged the duty allotted me, I bid you, in the name of Mt.
Vernon Lodge ! and the glorious fraternity of which this is a branch, God-speed !
in your noble mission. You go to join those noble souls who have made the name
of Massachusetts, the synonym of martial glory : you go to fill the places of those
martyr-spirits who have fallen while bravely contending beneath the shadow of a
Nation’s Capital for a nation’s life !—you go to fight for a principle against those
who would ruthlessly and with profane hands destroy this glorious Union, with its
priceless privileges and garnered hopes—the impersonation of a constitutional
power, created by the people, cemented by the best blood of the world, and eternal
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in its nature. And although in the visible contest it may at times look dark, and
our cause may seem to waver, let us remember that an eternal principle forever re-
news itsell and t be fully overcome.

% Truth crushed to earth ewill rise again,
The eternal years of God are hers !”

He must be blind, indeed, who does not see that victory, though postponed, is
surely ours. Events march, and every hour sees that sentiment so dear to the
American people, * Liberty and Union,"” deepening with irresistible power.

The defeat at Bull Run and Lexington were only temporary checks, shocks,
which were required to awaken you and millions more, to the importance of the
achievement of that greater glory which is to come—sure as the Will of God.

Soon shall we see the light of victory gleam from the crest of our young chief-
tain, McClellan. He will take from their resting places the sacred dust of those
who have fallen—the gallant Ellsworth—the daring Greble—the brave and accom-
plished Winthrop—the heroes who fell at Baltimore—Lyon the lion-hearted—the
lamented Baker, and scatter that precious seed until there shall arise an army so
numerous, that rebellion shall be forever crushed, and Freedom, Liberty and Union
stand forth as the representatives of a redeemed nation. Until that hour shall ar.
rive, let our young men go forth, prepared to conquer or to die ; and let this be our
benediction upon you—

“On! on! to the glorious strife,
Your sword our freedom shielling,
Nay resign, if it must be so, cven life,

But dic at least unyielding.”

PRESENTATION OF THE BIBLE.
[By Rev. T. J. GRegxwoob.]

Bro. Allen—You are in the midst of a solemn scene. I know that your spirit is
overwhelmed with its many affecting considerations, and weighty responsibilities.
You have received these tokens of fraternal regard from the members of the Lodge
over which you have so happily presided. And in addition to the eloquent words
which have borne the presentation, even the gifts themselves, have tongues, to re-
mind you of the trials and difficulties eminent in your way. With a view to turn
your thoughts to a higher, a holier, and more welcome theme, may I be permitted
to-ask yon to accept a slight token of my personal and brotherly regard. My
Brother, you know my vocation, and the principles of my faith. And though our
religious thoughts have not run in the same channel, yet we both reverence the
Divine Tzacuings—the Worp of Goo! And as a minister of that Word, permit
me the pleasure of presenting to you, as a token of personal esteem, of Christian
affection, and as a witness of the intense and anxious interest with which, for
weeks, I have looked forward to the transactions of this hour, and the scenes which
may ensue—THiS LITTLE GIFT. [ know it is of humble outside seeming ; and in
this regard but of little value ; yet it is no less than the Great Light of Frmla-
sonry, which we are all taught to heed.

It is the Worp of Gop. It bas treasures for you. It is the record of the WiLL
of my Father—your Father—our Father—the Father of the spirits of all flesh,
leaving to us the glorious bequests of Immortal Good to her children ; while it il
luminates the pathwayin- which  obediente requires us -to walk: In these re-
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spects it is of inestimable worth. Its treasures are richer than rubies: they
are of more value than refined gold; and all you can desire is transcended by its
riches.

It is not, then, for its outward worth or seeming that I present it, but, em.
phatically, for its intrinsic value alone! Not that it may be laid up with the re-
cords in the archives of the Lodge as a memorial, even of the transactions of this
interesting hour ; but that it may be constantly borne with your person, and wora
near your heart ; that the perusal of its contents and thoughts upon its teachings
may employ the leisure moments you may find, in the midst of the busy and ex-
citing scenes in which you may be placed! It will open to your mind treasures
which will not be cankered by the rust of earth ; and joys that are not startled by
the clangor of resounding arms—things which are not wasted by the breath of de-
cay ; and thoughts of good to come, transcending the best blessings of this lower
world,

Should you live, its pages will speak to you of the preserving goodness of the
Almighty Father,—of the constancy of His care, the faithfulness of His guidance,
and the fulness and freeness of His everlasting love. Should you fall, as lall sooner
or later we all must, it will open to your expiring gaze visions of glory and of
peace as lasting as the Throne of God.

PRESENTATION OF P. M. DIPLOMA,
[By R. W. Jonx K. Hawy, D. D, G. M.]

Bro. Allen—It is not remarkable that from a Lodge bearing the name of that
ballowed spot where repose the ashes of the Father of our Country, should go
forth those imbued with his sentiments of patriotism, ready to do battle for that
country, and to give his life, if need be, for the sacred cause. It is well that Mt.
Vernon should respond to the call of duty and patriotism ; and since that Mount
Vernon cennot restore to us our Brother again to fight the battles of his coun-
try, since we cannot reanimate his ashes, that we should keep alive his vir.
tues, and send forth those from our Mount Vernon who will honor him and the
Lodge.

And with this confidence in you, Brother Allen, the Grand Lodge of Massachu-
setts present you with this Diploma of a Past Master, in acknowledgment of the
faithful performance of the duties intrusted to you, certifying that you have been,
and trusting that you ever will be, a shining light to your Brethren.

And we feel satisfied that the sword which you have taken up will never be
drawn in the cause of injustice or oppression.

¢ And may its Aslt be bless’'d by Faith in God,
While you seek succor from his holy word ;

Iis blade be Hope, for while in him you trust,
He will protect you, for your cause is just.

But on its point let Charity e’er dwell :

The foe once vanquished, hostile fcelings quell;
To him extend a Brother’s welcome aid,

And heal the wounds which sterner duty made;
So shall Mount Vernon look on you with pride ;
While true to them, his virtues are your guide.
So shall you honor that Masonic name,

Which he, our Brother, cherished more than fame.

10
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GRAND ORIENT OF FRANCE.*

Your committee received too late for review the last year, the Calendar of the
Grand Orient of France, from which we guther and translate the following state-
ments.

The Grand Orient of France is composed

L. Of one Grand Master.

2. Two Assistant Grand Masters, appointed by him.

3. Three Grand Dignitaries and Seven Grand Officers of Honor, named in the
terms of the constitution,

4. Council of the Grand Master of twentyone members, named by the Grand
Orient.

8. All the Presidents or Masters of the Lodges or delegates appointed in their
places, but no delegate is admissible without the consent of the Grand Master.

The Grand Master is the supreme head of the Order—the representative of
Masonic power with strangers, and the official organ of government. He is the
executive, administrative and directing power.

He presides in all Masonic re-unions which accur, announces the decrees and
decigions of the Grand Orient, and convokes all assemblies ordinary and extraor-
dinary.

He has the power of suspending the Charters of all Lodges, and all Masons
who fail of respect to the laws of the country, or infringe upon the principles and
statues of the Order.

He has power to remit all penalties incurred by Lodges or individual Masons.

He can for special reasons delegate his powers to a member of his council, a
member of the Grand Orient, or to any other Mason.

The Grand Master with his Council has powers provided by the Constitutions,
in matters pertaining to the Grand Orient, its Chambers and Committees. He
decides in the last resort upon all appeals of the Lodges, and of individual Ma-
sons.

He has power to revoke, to revise, and decide in the last resort, all the affairs
which interest the Lodges and the individual Masons.

No member of deputations and visitor can be admitted to the Grand Orient un-
less he has the rank of Master.

His Royal Highness Prince Lucien Murat is the Grand Master of the Order.

The Constitutions and Rules of Order are given in exlexnso, but our limits for-
bid their insertion. The folluwing is the list of Grand Masters at the dates
specified :—

1725. Lord Derwentwater.

1736. Lord Compte D'Harnoester.
1738. Le Duc D'Antin.

1743. Louis de Bourbon.

1771. Le Duec de Chartres.

1795. Roettiers de Montaleau.
1805. S. M. Joseph Napoleon.

S. M. Joachim Murat and Prince Cambaceres, Assistant Grand Masters.
1652. 8. A. R. Prince Lucien-Charles-Napoleon Murat.

#Maine Report on Correspondence,
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CASE IN JURISPRUDENCE.

Wk take the following interesting cases from reports by the Committee on
Jurisprudence, in the Grand Lodge of Maine, of which our intelligent Brother
R. W. \Wu. P. PresL is chairman:—

BALLOTING FOR CANDIDATES,

The D. D. for the First District reports as follows : —

‘In one of the Lodges of the District, at a stated meeting, two applications for
the degrees in the gift of the Lodge were acted upon. One of the candidates was
accepted, and the other rejected. At a subsequent stated meeting of the Lodge, the
fact appeared that a Master Mason, not a member of the Lodge, had acted upon the
two applications named ; and the Lodge then proceeded to re-consider the former
action, and voted again upon both applications, and elected both candidates.

“ The W. M. not feeling perfectly satisfied with the action of the Lodge in the
matter, called on me with this statement, belore any degree had been conferred on
either candidate. It is not necessary for me to recapitulate any reasons here for
the rulings made, and I therefore only present the action had in the case. By my
direction, the W. M. ordered the Secretary of the Lodge to furnish a full and com-
plete list of all the members of the Lodge, and this was placed in the hands of a
trusty and well qualified Brother, who notified all members in person, that could
be found in the jurisdiction, of a special meeting of the Lodge, and for the purpose
of considering the matter in relation to these two applications. A return of his
doings was made to the Lodge at the special meeting, by which it appeared that
he had endeavored to find every member of the Lodge, and bad actually notified
nearly all in person.

“I was present at the meeting, and after the Lodge was opened, by request of
the W. Master, presided. I stated to the Lodge that I had examined the matter as
fully as I had had opportunity to do, and was prepared now to give my decision,
The voting at the first meeting, upon the application of the candidate who was
accepted, L deemed regular and legal, inasmuch as the person voting, who was not a
member, could not by any possibility have changed the result. In the other case, I
deemed that the candidate might be balloted for again, inasmuch as the result might
bave been changed by the vote of the person not a member. The second balloting
at the second meeting I deemed irregular—as in the one instance unnecessary, and
in the other illegal, as no notice of such intended action had been given to the mem-
bders of the Lodge. 1 therefore ordered a ballot to be taken upon the application of
the candidate who had been rejected at the first mecting, and he was unanimously
elected to receive the degrees in the gift of the Lodge. The gentleman was that
evening made a Brother, and_is now a M. M. in good standing, and I have no doubt
will be an honor and a benefit to the Cralt. 1 have thus presented the matter as
succinctly as possible, and ask for the decision of the Grand Lodge upon the deci-
sion. 1 have acted according to the best light I had, and if wrong in my decision,
I hope and trust no serious injury will result therefrom.”

As the candidate accepted received all the ballots cast, manifestly the illegal
vote could not have changed the result, and the second ballot was erroneous.

The candidate rejected might have been black-balled by the illegal vote. The
mode recommended and adepted is liable to the objection, that it includes the re-
consideration of the ballot When the result was unfavorable; we cannot therefore
approve of the course, although in this case every possible precaution seems to
have been taken to prevent any camplaint of surprise.
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The preferable mode in such case would be, for the candidate to present a new
petition, which would then take the usual course, and if the rejection was occa-
sioned by the illegal vote, he would be elected. This course is only liable to the
objection that it necessitates the delay of a month ; while it is the unanimous
opinion of Masonic writers and Grand Lodges, that the unfavorable ballot cannot
be reconsidered.

NON PAYMENT OF DUES.

The Committee on Masonic Jurisprudence, to whom was referred the decision
of the D. D. G. M. in the 3d Masonic District, in 1860, have had the same under
consideration, and report. He reports :—

**In many of the Lodges there is a by-law to the effect that a member neglecting
to pay his dues for a certain length of time shall forfeit his membership.

“ Under this by-law, after the expiration of the time specified, in some Lodges
the Secretary strikes the names of all delinquents from the roll at his own discre-
tion, in others he does it by order of the W. M.

“] have uniformly expressed the opinion that the only proper way to execute
this by-law, was for the Secretary to report to the Lodge the names of the delin-
quents. The W. M. should then order notice to be served on such delinquents to
appear before the l.odge, on a designated evening and shew cause, if any they have,
why their names should not be stricken from the roll. That this notice should be
brought home to the delinquents, and on the evening specified, if the delinquents ap-
pear, their excuse should be heard, and the Lodge should decide on its validity. If
they do not appear the facts should be made maniflest to the l.odge ex exparte.
And the penalty should only be inflicted by the vote of the Lodge after they had
had an opportunity to offer their excuse if they wished so 1o do. I have reason to
believe that this by-law has been sometimes used for the purpose of getting rid of
members against whom no charges could be sustained.”

No Mason should ever be deprived of his privileges of membership, either in
€raternity, or in his private Lodge, without due notice and trial.

BY-LAWS,
The committee arc of opinion that a code of By-Laws is not the proper place
or Moral Disquisitions, or for establishing and defining the duties of the installed
officers of the l.odge, particularly those of Master and Wardens, or for prescrib-
ng what shall be the conduct of the members of the Lodge ; these all being set
forth in the ancient Charges and Constitutions, and in the Installation service,
every Lodge must observe them; and if the Master does his duty, there is no
danger but the Lodge will be more thoroughly versed on these matters than if
their By-Laws, with which very few of the members are conversant, were en-
«umbered by them. It is perhaps well, although some may say it is an encroach-
ment on the rights of the Master, for a Lodge to establish rules of debate; but
if established, the committee do not regard them as by-laws, or as appropriately
inclnded among them.
In these days of intense light, when every farthing candle imagines itself to be
a Drummond Light, Solons and wise men innumerable spring forth from every
Lodge, and failing of other means by which they can cause their light to shine
before men, they conceive the idea that the By-Laws of their Lodge need tinker-
ing, and that they are just the men for the emergeney. The consequence is, that
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although the By-Laws of many of the Lodges have been once sanctioned and ap-
proved by this Grand Lodge, yet many of them have been altered so often that
very little of the original By-Laws remain. The members of many of the Lodges
think that after the By-Laws of a Lodge have been approved by this Grand
Lodge, they have the right to alter and amend their By-Laws as often as they
please, and that they need not be submitted for approval.

The committee deein this to be a very serious mistake : they fully concur with
the decision in Moore’s Digest, p 54,that “ a Lodge may make its own By-Laws,
subject to the approval of the Grand Lodge ; but it cannot suspend them, nor any
part of them, nor can it rescind, repeal, abrogate or amend them, without the
consent of the Grand Lodge.”

ANCIENT BANNERS AND STANDARDS.*

Bannkrs have been in use from the earliest ages, Zenophon gives us the Per-
sian Standard as a golden eagle mounted on a pole or spear. The raven has
been regarded from very earlyages as an emblem of God’s providence, no doubt
from the record in Holy Writ of its being employed to feed Elijah, the prophet,
in his seclusion by the brook Cherith; and it was a well-known ensign of the
Danes at the time of their dominion in this country. In the year 742 a great
baitle was fought at Burford in Oxfordshire, and the Golden Dragon, the standard
of Wessex was victorious over Ethelbald, the King of Mercia. The banners of
several of the Saxon Kings were held in greatl veneration, especially those of
Edmound the Martyr, and of Edward the Confessor. The latter displayed as an
ensign a cross glory, between five marilets, gold, on a blue field, and which
may still be seen on a very ancient shield in the south aisle of Westminster Ab-
bey. When William the Norman set out to invade England, he had his own
ensign, the Two Lions of Normandy depicted on the sails of his ship, but on the
vessel in which he himself sailed, besides some choice relics he had a banner
at the mast head, with a cross upon it, consecrated by the Pope to give sanctity
to the expedition. Indeed it has been the practice in every age for the Pope to
give consecrated banners whenever he wished success 1o any enterprise ;
numerous instances of which might be cited in very recent times. And in our
own army down to the present day whenever any regiment receives new banners
(or colors, as the modern term is,)the regiment is drawn out in parade, the colors
are then blessed by the prayers of the chaplaing, and afterwards generally pre-
sented to the regiment by the fair hand of a lady of rank or diatinction.

The ancient Egyptians used a great variety of standards, each regiment and
company had its own peculiar banner or standard, which were consequenily
very numerous and various in their devices. A beast, bird, or reptile, a sacred
boal, a royal name in a cartouche, or a symbolic combination of emblems, were
the most common forms. As they appear to have been objects of superstitious
veneration that were selected for this purpose, they must have contributed greatly

. to the enthusiasm so highly valued in batile ; and instances are common in all

#From the London Freemasons' Magazine.
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history of desponding courage revived, and prodigies of valor performed on be-
half of those objects which were so identified with nalional and personal honor.

We have in the Ninevah sculptures some highly interesting specimens of the
ancient Assyrian standard, consisting principally of two varieties which may be
seen on inspecling these sculptures in the British Museum,

Ceesar has recorded a fine example of patriotism to the credit of one of his
own officers when he attempted to land his Roman forces on our shoies, and
meeling with a warmer reception than they anticipated from the Britons, con-
siderable hesitation arose among his troops, but the standard bearer of the Tenth
Legion, with the Roman eagle in his hand, invoking the gods, plunged into the
waves, and called on his comrades to follow him, and do_their duty to their
general and the republic ; and so the whole army made good their landing.

Allusions o standards, banners, and ensigns are frequent in the Holy Scriptures.
The four divisions in which the tribes of Isreal marched through the wilderness
had each its governing standard, and tradition has assigned to these ensigns the
respective forms of the symbolic cherubim, seen in the vision of Ezekiel and
John,—that of Judah being a lion ; that of Rueben a man; that of Ephraim an
ox ; aad that of Dan an eagle.

The post of standard-bearer was at all times of the greatest imporiance, and
none but officers of approved valor were ever chosen for such a service ; hence,
Jehovah describing the ruin and discomfiture which he was about to bring on the
haughty King of Assyria, says—‘‘ And they shall be as when a standard-bearer
faintieth.”

MASONRY IN MINNESOTA.

Tre ninth annual meeting of the Grand Lodge of Minnesota, was held at St.
Paul, in October, 1860. In the rapid growth of the Order in that new State of
the northwest, it is a pleasure to find the prevalence of correct sentiment pre-
sented by the Grand Master, A. T. C. Pierson, in his annual address.

MISSION OF MASONRY.

I believe that Masonry has an earnest, practical mission; that it means some-
thing ; that when it says, you shall not throw stones, it means just that, and
should be obeyed accordingly. That our symbols mean something ; that their
teachings are not an empty farce—of no use but to say to the world, see, our
teachings are Christian, come join us ; that it requires its disciples to be honest
men, demanding honesty in contracts, sincerity in affirming, simplicity in bar-
gaining, and faithfulness in performing ; that it requires us religiously to keep all
promises and covenants, though made to our disadvantage, and though afterward
we may find we might have done better. Nothing should make us break a pro-
mise unless it is unlawful or impoesible. The obligations of Masonry are not
fulfilled in contributing to the relief of Brethren in distress. The objects and
ends of Masonry are not accomplished in pecuniary relief; that can be done out-
side as well as inside of the Order. Something more, far stronger, is required. .
Something to reconcile man to his kind ; kindly sympathy in all its varieties;
cordial and wide-spread benevolence. Where there is strife and hatred among



SUDDEN DEATH.—CORN, WINE AND OIL. 95

Brethren, there is no Masonry, for Masonry is peace, brotherly love, and concord.
The true Mason thinks no evil of his brother and cherishes no designs against
hin. As to censoriousness and calumny, most salutary and stringent is the curb
which Masonic principles, duly carried out, apply to our unbridled tongue.

SUDDEN DEATH.

We find the following notice of the sudden death of the late Brother Rev. O.
J. FernaLp, Grand Chaplain of the Grand Lodge of Maine, in the proceedings
of that body in May last. It is an eloguent tribute to a worthy man and Mason :

¢ Our Brother was in the city on Monday to attend this communication of the
Grand Lodge. He received news of the death of a friend and parishioner, and a
request to attend the funeral. Ever prompt in the discharge of his duties, he at
once set out to return home, where, alas! he never arrived alive. He had been in
ill bealth since two years, and bad become somewhat prosirated. This prostration
rapidly increased on his way home, and when he arrived at Rockland, he was in-
sensible. Warm and devoted friends and the most skillful physicians did all that
buman power could do to stay his departing spirit—but all in vain. The fiat of thé
Supreme Grand Master had gone forth. Our Brother sank during the day, and at
eleven o’'clock Tuesday night fell into that sleep that, in this world, knows no
waking. But though the summons came thus suddenly, we confidently trust it did
not find him uoprepared. His work was done, and well done. Like a faithful
Mason, he fell at his post, with his armor on. But though dead, he still lives. He
lives in his works; in his services to his fellow men; in the memories of his
Brethren ; and in the example he has left us of a true man and faithful Mason.
While we mourn that he should be snatched from us in the prime of his usefulness,
we have the joyous consolation, that our loss, irreparable as it is; is his infinite
gain. For ‘sustained and soothed by an unfaltering trust’ he approached his grave,
¢like one who twraps the drapery of his couch about him, and lies down to pleasant
dreams.’ But his death concerns not him alone; it speaks to us, in tones that
cannot be misunderstood—* Be ye also ready.’

¢¢ Death, like an ever-flowing stream
Sweeps us away—our life ’s a dream—

An empty tale—a morning flower—
Cut down and withered in aa hour.'” *°

ILLUSTRATIONS OF CORN, WINE, AND OIL.

Mar the seeds of the Corn scattered on this stone remind us of the seeds of
God’s Word sown plenteously in the Lord, and for which the blood of martyrs
has been shed 10 nourish, that they may bring foith fruit of a hundred fold in our
hearts, and yield a plenteous harvest on that day when the Lord shall come to
gather up the wheat into his garner.

We pour Wine on this stone. We anoint it with Oil as emblems of bliss and
consolation ; may they be regarded as lypes of the good things which the Most
High has reversed for those his true and faithful servanis who, after the day of
trial and affliction here on earth, shall hereafier receive the cup of blessing, and
be anocinted with the oil of gladness above their fellows.
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Masonic Presentation —The friends of Br.
WiLLiaM Parxan, Esq., will be gratified
to learn that he was complimented on Christ-
mas Eve by his Companions of the De Molay
Encampment of Knights Templar of this
city, with the preseatation of a massive rich
and elegant lea service of silver. It was
the individual gift of members of that body,
as a token of their personal rexpect and aflec-
tion for the recipient, and of his valuable ser-
vices as their late Commander. The present-
ation speech was made by Sir Knight Bailey,
the present Commander, to which un appro-
priate reply was made by Sir Kuight Park
man. Speeches were also made by Dr. Lew-
is, Rev. Mr. Alger, and others. The articles
were maoufactured by the Messrs. Bigelow
Brothers & Kennard, and are worthy of the
high reputation of that house for elegant
workmanship.

[G~There is a story circulating in the
papers that Garibaldi has been elected Grand
Master of the Grand Lodge of ltaly. Gari-
baldi is, we belicve, a Mason, but the Grand
Mauster of Masons in ltaly is the Chevalier
Negra, the present representauve of ltaly in
Paris.

7 Jews were first introduced into Eng-
luod from Normandy, by William the Con-
queror, at the close of the 10th century.

UG™It appears by the Proceedings of the
Grand Lodge of New Hampshire, that there
are in that State levenlyo'ne Lodges, with an
aggregate number of 2591 members. Dur-
ing the past year 278 have beva initiated.

Republican Lodge, Greenfield —Officers for
the current year—David Lyon, M.; Geo. A.
Kimball, S. W.; Rev. S. R, Jones, J. W.;
Henry C. Willard, S. D. ; E. J. Rice, J. D.;
L. L. Lucey, Treas.; E. P. Graves, Sec'y.

Germania Ladge, Boston.—Officers for the
current year :—Lucas Huberstroh, W. M ;
Adam Bennighof, S. W.; Charles Hess, J.
W.; Fred. Siebert, Treas.; Geo J. Walther,
tec,, No. 1 Boylston street.

MASONIC CHIT CHAT.

CHIT CHAT.

Aberdour Lodge.—This new and promising
Lodge, which has been working the past year
in this city under Dispensalion, was duly
constituted, and its officers were installed on
the 30th ult. under a Charler gronted at the
late meeting of the Grand Lodge. The
ceremonies were performed by the Grand
Master, assisted by his officers, in the presence
of the members of the new Lodge and their
initiates. At the conclusion of these the
Brethren in attendance were invited to the
banqueting hall, where a pleasant hour was
passed. ’

The officers installed are as follows :—

P. Adams Ames, Master ; John Stetson, S.
W.; Thomas J. Lee, J. W ; Joseph J. Whi-
ting, Trés. ; Benj. F. Stevens, Sec. ; H. Weld
Fuller, M.; Chas. J. Danforth, S. D. ; Cbas.
H. Allen, J. D.; Heary F. Spencer, S. 8.;
David M. Hodgdon, J. 8.; Albert J. Whiting,
LS.

The Lodge is composed of young men of
high intelligence and good social position, and
it can hardly fail to take a prominent place
among the best Lodges in the jurisdiction.

Hislory of the Rebellion.—The first volume
of this valuable comprehensive history of the
Rebellion is now completed, and is for sale by
the publisher, F. Gerhard, 81 Nassau street,
New York, and probably by the booksellers
generally, at $2, neatly bound in cambric,
The author is OrviLLe J. Vicros, Esq., and
the work is one of great interest and value
as well for present use as future reference.

Old Colony Ledge, Hingham.—Oflicers
for the current ygar:—Edwin Wilder, 24, W,
M.; Luther Stevenson, Jr., S. W.; Alfred
L. Rouell, J. W.; Royal Whiton, Treas. ;
Chas. N. Marsh, Sec’y. ; E. Waters Burr, 8.
D.; Heary Fearing, J. D.; A. B. Bates, S.
S.; H. Stephenson, J. S.

Anger is not only a moral, but a personal
deformity. It distorts the features as it agi-
tates the mind. Bewarc, lest your attached
friends see you in this odious disguise.— Dr.
Olsver.



THE POCKET TRESTLE-BOARD,

AND

DIGEST OF MASONIC LAW.

At the request of Brethren interested in preserving the purity of the Work,
and maintaining uniformity of PracTICE in the Lodges, the undersigned has pre-
pared 8 Pockit EpiTioN of the TresTLE-Boarp, particularly adupted to aid in
the acquirement of a correct knowledge of the Riruar, and submits it as a Text-
BOOK, In all respects in strict conformity with the LecTurgs of ancient Craft
Masonry, as tanght in the oldest and best Lodges in this country since the year
1805 ; and as being, also, wholly free from the corruptions of mudern charlatan-
ism and ilinerant lecturers.

Appended to, and making a part of the Manual, is a carefully prepared and
comprehensive DiGEsT of the Laus of the Lodge, which, it is believed, will be
found to be of great practical value, not only to the officers, but to the individual
members of the Lodge, who may avail themselves of its teachings. And if
placed in the hands of every candidate, at his initiation, it is not to be doubted
that his ability for usefulness would be thereby materially increased.

The work is neatly bound in the pocket-book (tuck) forin; and in cambric,
with stiff covers. The price for those bound in tuck, is sizty cents a single copy,
or six dollars ($6.00) a dozen ;—for those bound in cambric, fifty-cents a sing{e
copy, or five dollars and fifty cents ($5.50) a dozen.

t is believed that at the above rprices. and in view of the amount of matter
given, and the practical usefulness of the work, it is the cheapest, as it is one of
the most reliable, Masonic Manuals ever offered to the Fraternity.

Orders for the work can be gent directly to the undersigned, or Clark, Austin &
Smith, New York—J. B. Lippincott & Co. and Moss & Bro., Philadelphia—J. C.
Morgan & Son, New Orleans—W. B. Keen, Chicago, Ill. ; or through any of
the large book-houses in the principal cities,—it can also be sent by mail at a
postage of 3 cents a copy.

CHARLES W. MOORE, Grand Secretary,

Boston, March 25, 1861. Frecmasons’ Hall, Boston.

RECOMMENDATIONS."

“ Tur Pocker TresTLE-BoARD,” by R. W. Brother CuarLEs W. Moore, Grand Sectre-
tary, will, iv the OFIMOI‘I of the undersigned, entirely meet the object which led 1o its com-
pilation, in furnishiog to the Fraternily, in a compact and convenicnt form, the means of
acquiring and imparting a correct knowledie of the RituaL, as sanctioned by the Grand
Lodge ol Massachusetts. The DicesT oF Masoxic Law we regard as an addition of great
value. We therefore cordially recommend the work to tbe favor of the Brethren (both
teachers and learners) of the Masonic Institution.

B. F. Nourse i Grand Lecturcrs of the

I P. Szavey Grand Lodge of Massackusetts.
Boalon, Feb. 20, 1861. ! 4

Boston, Feb. 21, 1561,
A Digest or Masoxic Law, by Brother Cuarres W. Moone, needs uo other recom-
mendation than his own name.
If, however, the official positions held by the undersigned are considerod as attaching any
additional value to their opinions, or additional importance to their indorsement of the work,
they most cordially give it the henefit of both, and recomnend it to all the Fraternity, espe-

c;ila ly tlo the Masons of this jurisdiction, as emphatically a correct, useful, and valuable
anual. .

Winsiow Lewis, P. G. M.
Joun T, Hearo, P. G. M.
Wax. D, Cooripar, Grand Master.

1 take great pleasure in recommending the ahove little work to all the Lodges and Brethren
in this jorisdiction, as admirably calculated to promote an accurate knowledge of the RiTuat.

[ Turn over,
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Masonic Presentation —The friends of Br.
WiLLiax Parxxan, Esq., will be gratified
to learn that be was complimented on Christ-
mas Eve by bis Companions of the De Molay
Encampment of Knights Templar of this
city, with the presentation of a massive rich
and elegant tea service of silver. It was
the individual gift of members of that body,
as a token of their personal respect and aflec-
tion for the recipient, and of his valuable ser-
vices as their late Commander. The preseat-
ation speech was made by Sir Knight Bailey,
the present Commander, to which un appro-
priate reply was made by Sir Kuight Park
man. Speeches were alzo made by Dr. Lew-
is, Rev. Mr. Alger, and others. The articles
were manufactured by the Messrs. Bigelow
Brothers & Kennard, and are worthy of the
high reputation of that house for elegant
workmaaship.

D7 There is a story circulating in the
papers that Garibaldi has been elected Grand
Master of the Grand Lodge of ltaly. Gari-
baldi is, we belicve, a Mason, but the Grand
Master of Masons in lly is the Chevalier
Negra, the present representative of ltaly in
Paris.

i7" Jews were first introduced into Eng-
luod from Normandy, by William the Con-
queror, at the close of the 10th ceatury.

[G~1t appears by the Proceedings of the
Grand Lodge of New Hampsbire, that there
are in that Siate sevenlyo'ne Lodges, with an
aggregate nunber of 2,591 members. Dur-
ing the past year 278 have been initiated.

Republican Lodge, Greenfield —Officers for
the current year— David Lyon, M.; Geo. A.
Kimball, S. W.; Rev. S. R. Jones,J. W.;
Heary C. Willard, S. D. ; E. J. Rice, J. D.;
L. L. Lucey, Treas.; E. P. Graves, Sec’y.

Germania Ladge, Boston.—Officers for the
current year:—Lucas Huaberstroh, W. M ;
Adam Bennighof, S. W.; Charles Hess, J.
W.; Fred. Siebert, Treas.; Geo J. Walther,
tec,, No. 1 Boylston street.

Aberdour Lodge.—This new and promising
Lodge, which has been working the past year
in this city under Dispensalion, was duly
constituted, and its officers were installed on
the 30th ult. under a Charler granted at the
late meeting of the Grand Lodge. The
ceremonies were performed by the Grand
Master, assisted by his officers, in the presence
of the members of the new Lodge and their
initiates. At the conclusion of these the
Brethren in attendance were invited to the
banqueting hall, where a pleasant hour was
passed. )

The officers installed are as follows :—

P. Adams Ames, Master ; John Stetson, S.
W.; Thomas J. Lee, J. W ; Joseph J. Whi-
ting, Trés. ; Benj. F. Stevens, Sec. ; H. Weld
Fuller, M.; Chas. J. Danforth, S. D. ; Chas.
H. Allen, J. D.; Henry F. Spencer, S. S.;
David M. Hodgdon, J.8.; Albert J. Whiting,
LS.

The Lodge is composed of young men of
high intelligence and good social position, and
it can hardly fail to take a prominent place
among the best Lodges in the jurisdiction.

History of the Rebellicn.—The first volume
of this valuable comprehensive history of the
Rebellion is now completed, and is for sale by
the publisher, F. Gerhard, 81 Nassau street,
New York, and probably by the booksellers
generally, at $2, neally bound in cambric.
The author is OrviLLg J. Vicror, Esq., and
the work is one of great interest and value
as well for present use as future reference.

Old Colony Lodge, Hingham.—Oflicers
for the current ygar:—Edwin Wilder, 24, W.
M.; Luther Stevenson, Jr., S. W.; Alfred
L. Rouell, J. W.; Royal Whiton, Treas. ;
Chas. N. Marsh, Sec'y.; E. Waters Burr, 8.
D.; Henry Fearing, J. D.; A. B. Bates, S.
S.; H. Stephenson, J. S.

Anger is not only a moral, but a personal
deformity. It distorts the features as it agi-
tates the mind. Bewarc, lest your attached
friends see you in this odious disguise,— Dr.
Olsver.




THE POCKET TRESTLE-BOARD,

AND

DIGEST OF MASONIC LAW.,

At the request of Brethren interested in preserving the purity of the Work,
and maintaining uniformity of PracTick in the Lodges, the undersigned has pre-
pared a PocksT Epition of the TresTLE-Boarp, particularly adapted to aid in
the acquirement of a correct knowledge of the RiTuar, and submits it as a TexT-
BOOK, In all respects in strict conformity with the LecTurgs of ancient Craft
Masonry, as tanght in the oldest and best Lodges in this country since the year
1805 ; and as being, also, wholly free from the corruptions of mudern charlatan-
ism and itinerant lecturers.

Appended to, and making a part of the Manual, is a carefully prepared and
comprehensive Dickst of the Laus of the Lodge, which, it is believed, will be
found to he of great practical value, not only to the officers, but to the individual
members of the Lodge, who may avail themselves of its teachings. And if
placed in the hands of every candidate, at his initiation, it is not to be doubted
that his ability for usefulness would be thereby materially increased.

The work is neatly bound in the pocket-book (tuck) forin; and in cambric,
with stiff covers. The price for those bound in tuck, is sizty cents a single cop{,
or six dollars ($6.00) a dozen ;—for those bound in cambric, fifty-cents a single
copy, or five dollars and fifty cents ($5.50) a dozen.

t is believed that at the above prices, and in view of the amount of matter
given, and the practical usefulness of the work, it is the cheapest, as it is one of
the most reliable, Masonic Manuals ever offered to the Fraternity.

Orders for the work can be sent directly to the undersigned, or Clark, Austin &
Smith, New York—J. B. Lippircott & Co. and Moss & Bro., Philadelphia—J. C.
Morgan & Son, New Orleans—W. B. Keen, Chicago, lll. ; or through any of
the %nrge book-houses in the principal cities,—it can also be sent by mail at a
postage of 3 cents a copy.

CHARLES W. MOORE, Grand Secretary,

Boston, March 25, 1861. Fieemasons’ Hull, Boston.

RECOMMENDATIONS,®

“ Tur Pocxet TrestLE-Boarp,” by R. W. Brother CuanLes W. Moork, Grand Sectre-
tary, will, iu the ormion of the undersigned, entirely meet the object which led to its com-
pilation, in [urnishing to the Frateruity, in a compact and convenicnt form, the means of
acquiring and imparting a correc! knowledﬁe of the RiTuat, as saactioned Ly the Grand
Lodge ol Massachusetts. The Dicest oF Masonic Law we regard as an addition of great
value. We therefore cordially recommend the work to the favor of the Brethren (both
teachers and learners) of the Masonic Iustitution.

. F. Nourse )} Grand Lecturcrs of the
I P. Szavey, Grand Lodge of Massackusetts.

Boslon, Feb. 20, 1861.

Boston, Feb. 21, 1861.

A Digest or Masovic Law, by Brother Cuarres W. Moork, needs no other recom-
mendation than his own name.

If, however, the official positions held hy the undersigned are considerod as attaching any
additional value to their opinions, or additional importance to their indorsement of the work,
they most cordially give it the henefit of both, and recomimend it to all the Fraternity, espe-
t;i’nlly tlo the Masons of this jurisdiction, as emphatically a correct, useful, and valuahle

anual, .

Winstow Lewis, P. G. M.
Joun T. Hearo, P. G. M.
Wat. D, Coovripar, Grand Master.

I 1ake great pleasure in recommending the ahove little work to all the Lodges and Brethren
in this jorisdiction, as admirably calculated to promote an accurate knowledge of the RiTuaL.
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As a reliable; text-book of Masoxic Law, 1t should be in the hands of every initiate, and
may. be proﬁ_tﬁbly studied by every Brother desirous o{vpevfecting himself in Masonic culture,
: M. D. Coorinas, G. er
Boston, March 19, 1861. . v of G. L. of Massachuaselts,

Boston, March 26th, 1861.

My Deag Sin,—I was this morning favored with the gift of a peatly bound copy of your
“ Trestle-Board and Digest,” for which please accept my acknowledgements.

It is even a hetter and more useful work than I supposed it to be when 1 gave it the ‘“in-
dorsement” which is printed under the head of “recommendations * ‘I'he ¢ Digest” will be
very useful to Masters of Lodges, and, in fact, to all who desire to know the exact Masonic
law or questions of frequent occurrence in the governmeat of Lodges.

Very {raternally yours,
To Cuasrzs W. Mooz, Esq. Joun T. Heano.

[From R. W. Bro. Wm. T. Bain, Grand Secretary of N. C.]

“ I received a few days since your Trestle-Board and Digest, for which you will accept ot
my warmest thanks. It is certainly a valuable compilation of Masonic Law, and it should
be Jsurchased by every Mason who may feel disposed 10 become scquainted with the Work
and Lectures of Ancient Craft Masonry. I wish you much success in the sale of your
valusble little Manual.”

[From the Boston Post.]

Moose’s Pocxer Tarstrr-Boarp anp Digest —The Pocket Trestle-Board and Practical
Digest of the Laws of Aacient Masonry, written and published by Charles W. Moore, G.
Lodge of Massachusetts. We have been greatly pleased with an inspection of this little
volume, which certainly desarves the title of muzum #n parvo, as well as any book we have
ever seen. To all members of the Masonic Order it must prove invaluable, and the almost
minute compactness of the form renders it u convenient pocket compani A full and. clear
index— that most useful adjunct of all books—is prefixed to the Laws, and the volume closes
with a complete list of all the Lodges under the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts.

[From the Saturday Evening Gazeite, Boston.]

The Pocket Trestle-Board and Difell. is the title of a neat little Masonic work, prepared

by C. W. Moore, Grand Secretary of the Massachusetts Grand Lodge. It may be carried

in the pocket, but ig 'conlainsMn great deal of information useful 1o those progressing in the
-4

degrees, besides a of ic Law that must prove valuable to the entire fraternity.
[From the Bunker Hill Aurora, Charlestown.)
Masoxic Maxuvar.—C. W. Moore, Esq., has just published a new M ic Manual of

miniature size, intended for individual use, and convenient to be carried in the pocket. Itis
what Masons call a * Trestle-Board,” and includes au ontline of ' Masonic work,” in the
ceremonies and proceedings of a Lodge. It is otherwise called the * Ritual,” and contains,
in abridgement, all that is ever written or printed of the work of Masons in the Lodge
room, or on pub‘ic occasions. Added to this is a full and comprehensive Digest of Masonic
Law—a new and very impartant portion of the work, which has been prepared with great
carefulness by the accomplished author.

With this brief stutement of the characteristics of the volume, to the fraternity, no further
word of remark is necessary. It is more complete and perfect and comprehensive, in design
and execution, than any similar work ever published, and will have a beneficial influence
upon the institution for all the future of its existence, principally because it will promote
efficiency and uniformity in the work, and furnishes the Lodges a more exact and definite
code of laws for their government.

The volume comprises eighty pages in small type, printed on fine paper, tastefully exe-
cuted and handsomely bound, and is a gem of a book externally as well as in respect to its
contents. It is the condensalion of knowledge aud experience in Masonic affairs, and has
cost the author much more labor than the size of the volume would indicate. If there was
ever a manual or volume to which the motto ““multum in parvo” could be truthfully applied,
it is to this little book, and we are of opinion, for reasons already indicated, that the fra-
ternity of this country are under great obligations to their learned Brother for offering to
them, as Lodges and as individuals, this valuable memorial of his intelligence and taste.

MASONIC FURNISHING STORE.

Regalia, Jewels and Banners, together with Masonic Books, Diplomas,
C:rpets, Working Tools, and all the variety o Clothing, &c., for En-
campments, Councils, Chapters and Lodges, wholesale and retail, at

A. W. POLLARD’S

One Price Store, No. 6 Court street, Boston.

Feb. 1859.
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Is for sale by A. Williams & Co., No. 100 Washington street. Also by A,
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WINTHROP HOUSE:-“
BY I. H. SILSBY,
Tremont street, opposite the Common,
Boston.

Re-opened Nov. 1859. Made new throughout. Furnished new entire. Only
four stories in height. The only Hotel fronting the Common. Containing as
pleasant Rooms as any House in the City. A quiet Home for the transient as well -
as the permanent Guest, free from all the confusion of a regular business Hotel,

This House our Brethren should know is the property of the Grand Lodge of
Massachusetts,—the higher stories having been fitted for their use and for the
Boston Lodges, all of wkich are finely accommodated in the Building.

Our Brethren from abroad will find the Hotel as good as any in Boston—sur-

assing all in location, and offering unequalled inducements to those visiting the
odge Rooms. July 1, 1860.
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LODGES IN THE ARMY,.

WE referred in a recent article to the great increase which had re-
cently taken place in the Masonic Lodges of the Army, and the subject is
so important and intreresting that we feel impelled to return to it. We
have not at hand all the statistics necessary to enable us to state the ex-
act number of Army LobGEs instituted by each State, or the number of
Masonic Brethren who are at present serving in the United States army ;
but after examining the subject as carefully as in our power, we do not
think we are far from the truth, when we estimate the number of the lat-
ter to be not less than ten thousand. This estimate has reference to our
own army, only, and it is probable that there is at least an equal number
of Masons in the Southern army. This remark might at first sight ap-
pear to reflect injuriously upon the principles of Masonry, and to be in
direct contradiction to those claims which we have often put forward in
its behalf, as being, in its fundamental and essential principles, a staunch
upholder of loyalty and obedience to the constituted authorities. Such an
idea as this, however, would be quite erroneous, for it would overlook
altogether the important fact, that as we now know, on unqustionable evi-
dence, that serving in the army of the South is, to a large extent, not
a matter of choice, but of stern and real necessity. No conscription, such
as we read of in the wars of the Old Napoleonic Empire, could be more
cruel and tyrannical than the system by which the Southern Leaders
have filled the ranksof their regiments. No choice is left to the unhappy
conscripts there, beyond the alternative of utter ruin, expulsion and beg-
gary—not to speak of the endurance of personal ill-treatment—and the
joining the ranks of the rebels. We are not referring to this matter in a
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political point of view, but simply with the design of showing the actual
position—and a very unhappy one it is—held by a large number of our
Brethren in the South. We have good reason to believe that a very
large proportion of the Masons now in arms against the Union, have been
coerced in the way we have shown, and that at heart not only they, but a
large number of their rebel companions in arms, are loyal to the Constitu-
tion, and will gladly avail themselves of the opportunities likely soon to
be afforded by the progress of the Union armies, to escape from their
anomalous and painful position.

Looking at the matter in this light, which we believe to be the true and
just one, any hesitation that we might feel as to regarding the Masons in
the Southern army as Brethren, will be done away with. Indeed the
very circumstances which have forced them into so unhappy a situation,
will in themselves form an addtional incentive to fraternal sympathy on
our part. To come then to the practical bearing of the subject under
consideration. There can no longer be any doubt that the Civil War in
which we are engaged, has now reached a point when fierce and frequent
struggles are likely to occur almost every day, and in every direction.
The contemplation of such scenes is enough to wring the heart even of
the strongest and the sternest. The patriot cannot, and will not, hesitate,
nor allow any feelings, however generous and noble in themselves, to
make him swerve from the path duty. His country must and will be his
first consideration, and his motto that of Hector in the lliad :—

% The one best omen is our country’s cause ! ”

But exactly in proportion to this faithful obedience to the call of Duty
and Patriotism, will be the grief, the anguish of heart, with which he sees
himself compelled to march along a war-path flooded with the blood of
Brethren. War in any phase and form, is a terrible calamity, one of the
direst curses cast upon our unhappy world by the Fall of our first parents,
and though the brave man will not shrink from it when Duty calls him to
the field, none but the unreflecting, -the foolish or the wicked, will ever
regard it in any other light. But when war has to be waged, not against
foreign foes, not to repel the invader from our shores, or to maintain the
honor of our flag and the rights of our country, against the insults and the
ioroads of the stranger, but against Brethren and fellow-countrymen,
banded together in a mad and unholy league against the laws and Con-
stitution of their Fatherland, the name of War assumes a terribly aug-
mented significance and horror! It is in truth a war of Brethren, on a
larger scale ; and what scene in the whole history of the Bible thrills our
hearts more painfully and powerfully than that first unholy type of all
after Civil War, the murder of Abel by his Brother Cain? The very
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name of Civil War is as a dread magician’s spell, that calls up before the
view of mourning memory, some of the most painful and distressing pic-
tures in the whole panorama of history ; for whatever be the cause—-
whether it be that the nearness of relationship gives intensity to the an-
imosity of the combatants, certain it is that no wars in the annals of the
world have been so sanguinary and so remorseless as those of kinsmen
and countrymen against each other. To no other kind of War does By-
ron’s powerful pictorial sketch so entirely and so graphically apply :—
¢ What boots the oft-repeated tale of strife :

The feast of vultures and the waste of life ?

The varying fortunes of each separate field, .

The fierce that vanguish and the faint that yield ?

The smoking ruin and the crumbled wall ?

In this the stuggle was the same with all !

Save that distempered passions lent their force

In bitterness that banished all remorse.

None sued, for Mercy knew her cry was vain.

The captive died upon the battle-plain :
- * - » » *

It was too late to check the wasting brand.

And desolation reaped the famished land :

The torch was lighted and the flame was spread,

And Carnage smiled upon her daily dead.”

Some of these lines, alas ! apply with only too great truth and force to

the present and approaching state of our country, lately so prosperous,
peaceful and happy, and now distressed and distracted by the miseries and
the horrors of intestine strife! Rather, however, would we endeavor to
apply, even in some very small and partial degree, a remedy to these
miseries, than indulge unduly in an unavailing mourning over them. And
such a remedy, or perhaps we should rather say alleviation, may, we
confidently believe, be found in our Institution, as now developing itself
in the Lobges of the ARMy. These Lodges will tend greatly to foster, de-
velop and extend the Masonic spirit, and to give it a more prompt and
practical action, than it would otherwise be likely to acquire. Civil War,
as we have said, is wont, as it advances, to excite the fury of human pas-
sions beyond all other strifes, and, paradoxical as it may seem, none are
so forgetful of all brotherly love, as brothers once ranged in batile against
brothers. Here then is plainly and pointedly the sphere for the noblest
and most natural action of Masonry. Brotherly Love, Charity, Benevo-
lence, are the foundation-principles of our OrDER, and the man who is
wanling in these is unworthy of the name of Mason. In proportion then,
as the alienating and embittering influences of civil strife are widening the
breach between the already too far divided sections of our country, and
destroying the golden bond of Brotherly affection, that once united us so
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bappily together, be it the glorious part af our BroTHERHOOD to watch
and wait, with steady patience and unremiitting vigilance, for every oppor-
tunity that may offer, of restoring and regaining the lost links of that
beautiful and blessed chain! Such opportunities will not be rare or slow
in their occurrence. Not a few have already been afforded, and we re-
joice to say, have not been neglected. Here is one out of several inci-
dents which have come to our knowledge :—We copy the account from a
contemporary of recent date—** An officer of the Massachusetts First,
being recently taken seriously ill at Little Marlboro, a prominent Seces-
sionist of that place caused him to be removed to his house, where he was
treated with the utmost care, attention and kindness. Freemasonry was
the secret of this act, and it is gralifying to find that fraternal obliga-
tions are not forgotien among the bitler hostililies war engenders.”®

It is, indeed, most * gratifying” to every humane, to every Masonic
heart, to learn that such is the case, and fervently do we pray that this
spirit, fostered and promoted by the Brethren of our Order in the Army,
may diffuse itself widely amongst their companions in arms at large, so as
to lighten and relieve this unhappy strife of some, at least, of its miseries
and horrors. Our sentiments are too well known, and have been too
plainly and decisively expressed, for us to fear the incurring of any im-
putation, in consequence of these remarks, upon our loyalty and patriot-
ism. While on the one hand, we are too conscious of our duty in con-
ducting a Masonic journal, to allow it to become an organ of political con-
troversy, on the other, we have never hesitated, and will never hesitate, to
insist upon the principle, that, loyalty to the Constitution and Flag of our
country, is an essential part of our duty as Masons. This is, in fact,the
true * higher law,” which overrides and overrules every other ; and we

#Since writing the above we have met with the following in the Kennebec Courier:—

Brothers sn War. One of the pl t occur co ted with the war, which is
worthy of being told, is an effort of {raternal regard on the part of some of the Masonic
Brethren in the South Some of the members of the cralt in one of the Southern cities,
visited the Northern prisoners of war confined in the jail. It was done under the lead and
direction of the Grand Master of the State. The names of all who belonged to the Order were
taken, and a few days snbsequenily a suit of clothes was provided for each of the Brethren.
Steps were taken to have good and proper food furnished to the well, and appropriate nour-
ishment and medical attendance to such as were sick or suffering from wounds. Fifteen of
the prisoners thus ca:ed for were from the New York jurisdiction, and others from vurious
parts of the North and West.

Certainly an institution which has such an eflect to calm down the passions and do an act
of kindness to those held io be enemies, has something in it intrinsically gcod. While all
moral institutions, and the church even, have been sundered by the present civil conflict,

- thank Heaven there is one noble baud of Brothers coming down to us from .the light and

virtue of past ages, which brings enemies in war to the fraternal embrace of Brothers in
¢ Faith, Hope and Charity '* Such conduct adimonishes us 1o have fuith in God, kope in
immortulity apd ekarily to all mankind,
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heartily adopt and endorse the sentiments enunciated more than two thou-
sand years ago, at Athens, by the patriot-poet Sophocles :—
“ As to myself, it is and was of old,
My fixed belief, that he is vile indeed,
Who, in the general State his guidance claims,
Dares not adhere to wisest policy,
But keeps his tongue locked up for fear of somewhat.
Him, too, I reckon nowhere, who esteems
A private friend more than his Fatherland.
Nor would I count among my friends
My country's enemy : for, well I know,
She is the bark that brings us safe to port :
Sailing in her, unswayed by side-long gales,
We make the only friends we ooght to make.”

It is, however, by no means inconsistent with these principles, that we
should desire to foster and cherish feelings of brotherly love and sympa-
thy between the members of our Order. Would that our influence could
extend and exercise some healing power even beyond the limits of the
Brotherhood, and assist in recalling into the circle of family affection all
those who have so madly been induced, first to desert, and then attempt
to destroy it. With a large number of our Brethren, we believe that our
words may have some weight, and we would earnestly and affectionately
impress upon them the duty and importance of cultivating in the Army
Lodges, that practical spirit of Brotherly Love, which shall lighten the
labors and the bardships of the soldier’s life, to themselves and their com-
rads, and which shall relieve Civil War of some of its direst horrors. Do
your duty (we would say to them)to your CounTry, and also do your
duty to your BrerrreN. Be manly in the fight, be merciful as Masons
in the hour of victory.

~

ESSEX LODGE—-SALEM,

THis is one of the oldest, as it is one of the best, Lodges in the juris-
diction of Massachusetts. It was originally chartered in 1779, having
for its first Master Brother Robert Foster, who is distinguished in the local
revolutionary history of the town from his connection with the affair at
Essex Bridge. He was one of those hardy mechanics of New England
to whom the success which followed the battle at Bunker’s Hill is so
largely attributable. The Lodge prospered for the first four or five years
of its existence, but being composed mostly of mariners, including {many
masters of vessels, who were necessarily much absent from home, its
meelings about 1785 were thinly attended, so much so, indeed, that in the
Spring of that year it was decided to suspend them during the summer
months, with the intention of resuming them in the Fall. This intention,
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however, was not carried into effect and the Lodge went into abeyance.
It continued in this ¢ondition until 1791, when some of the former mem-
bers assembled together, at the request of one of their number, to con-
sider the expediency of re-organizing it. It was at this meeting deter-
mined not to ask the Grand Lodge for the return of the Charter, which
seems to have been surrendered, but to petition that body for a new one.
This was done and the present Charter was granted, the M. W. Moses
Michael Hayes being Grand Master. The Master of the Lodge at this
time was Brother Joseph Hiller, who was, or had been, a Major in the
army of the United States,and among the petitioners were Benj. Crownin-
shield, master mariner, and the ancestor of a family that has since at-
tained to distinction in the local history of the town, as well as in the
more general history of the State and Nation ; and Elias Hasket Derby,
also a master mariner, whose descendants have honored his memory by
their mercantile enterprise and public spirit. The learned and distinguish-
ed divine, Rev. William Bentley, D. D., was likewise one of the petitioners,
and Junior Warden of the Lodge. With such a combination of talent
and energy the Lodge soon attained to eminence among its sister Lodges,
and continued to prosper in its labors until about the year 1832 (we write
wholly from memory) when it fell before the terrible storm of antimasonry
and surrendered its Charter. It lay dormant until 1845, when nine of the
former members petitioned and obtained of the Grand Lodge a restora-
tion of its Charter. The Lodge was re-orgunized, with W. Brother Jesse
Smith for its Master ; S. B. Buttrick, S. W.; and Putnam . Farnam, J.
W. ; and from that time to the present it has continued an uninterrupted
course of prosperity, and now bears on its roll of members the names of
one hundred and fiftyeight (158) Brethren, including a fuil share of the
aged and the young, the active and intelligent, men of the city. The
Lodge may justly feel proud of its historical past and its present condi-
tion.

The installation of its officers for the present year took place on the
14th January, in the presence of about eighty Brethren, most of whom
were members of the Lodge, and the number would doubtless have been
much larger but for the severity of the weather. We were gratified, not-
withstanding, with the presence of a large number of the older members,
among whom we were particularly pleased to meet the first Master of the
Lodge after its revival in 1845, Brother Jesso Smith, than whom no truer
or more faithful Mason is to be found on the roll of Masonry in Massa-
chusetts. Long may he be permitted to cnjoy in the society of his
Brethren the rich fruit of his early labors. The ceremony of installation
was performed by the Grand Master ; at the conclusion of which he ad-
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dressed the Lodge in a forcible and interesting manner. After the Lodge
was closed the Brethren partook of an excellent collation together, and
separated at an early hour, all feeling that they had passed an agreeable
and profitable evening. The following are the officers for the year :—

George H. Peirson, W. M. ; Henry A. Brown, 8, W. ; Israel S. Lee, J. W,;
Charles Harrington, Treas. ; Jonathan Perley, Jr., Sec. ; Joseph E. Glover, S.
D.; Dana Z. Smith, J. D.; Herbert T. Conant, M. ; John Y; Page, S. S.;
Richard Briggs, J. S.; Edward Rea, Tyler.

PYTHAGORAS.

Rrrrer, in his History of Ancient Philosophy (i. 327), describes the ethics of
Pythagoras as being of the most lofiy, refined, and spiritual organization. And
Aristotle has himself asserted that the Pythagoreans were the first who resolved
anything in moral philosophy. With them we are told virtue was a social com-
bination that should as much as possible represent the unity and harmony of the
super-celestial deity. The duty of man was to master his passions, that the
mind might purify the heart ; and thus by the purification of the body, the offer-
ing of sacrifice and adoration of the gods, he should in reality be the type of
cleanliness, humility, and sincerity.

Besides the doctrine of transmigration of souls, the system of Pythagoras em-
braced a very pure system of religious and political morality. He thought a
perfect stale of society depended on sound religion and philosophy as much as
on the principles of politics, but that therein action as well as perceplion was as
requisite for the subject as for the government ; that, as it were, on the scale or
balance of the universal plan—strength, beauty, and agreement—they might be
organized into conformity, and sustained by regulating laws. In the science of
numbers Pythagoras imagined he could discover the equipollent principle and
special arrangement of all organization in the Movag or unity of God as the soul
of the Universe; by which distribution of the original unit was formed the
development of the entire creation.

By the gradual dissemination of his more enlightened opinions, Pythagoras
became a beneficent legislator and time-honored reformer of his country. Much
has been recorded concerning the priestly dignity, the majestic appearance, the
persuasive and commanding eloquence of this philosopher, whose mode of living
was very devolional and abstemious. Pythagoras believed and asserted that he
conld remember the different bodily existences in which he had lived in the
world before he became the son of Mnesarchus. Thus he declared that his soul
had animated the body of Euphorbus Panthoides, the Trojan, slain by Menelaus
at the siege of Troy, through the transmigration of whose soul he himself was
re-born. On this account he considered that the consciousness of the past was
still present in us, and therefore most earnestly exhorted his disciples not only to
improve to the utmost their own course of life, but to extend the example by
carefully attending to the education of their children.

As with Freemasons, divers opinions are strung together, like the jewels of a
carcanet, to display their contrast in the estimation of their intrinsic value ; so
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with the Pythagoreans, the subjects of controversy, however at variance, were to
be discussed with hearty candor and calm attentives, which in no way should
give rise lo any personal enmity, however warm the challenge. The pure
doctrine of Pythagoras as regarding the metempsychosis was, as the word itself
implies, the re-embodiment of the soul after the demise of the flesh by its passing
from one body into another. That is, supposing a person at his death was brutally
ignorant, his soul would remain totally ignorant ; or, had he died wisely merci-
ful, his soul would remain wisely merciful. In this case of its probation, it wae
eventually raised amongst the gods ;- whereas, in the other respect, it sank to or
stagnated in its own level. There was no assigned period for the soul’s as-
sumption of its human birth, but the event was considered to take place in the
natural manner of the conception, in which it worked out for itself the formation
of the embryo. In course of time the philosophers who accepted this idea of the
Crotonian sage, adhered to the ancient beliefl of a sort of purgatorial chastening
for the evil deede done in the flesh; and at length the Pythagoreans taught that
there were higher orders of beings than mankind, whose souls were compelled
to enter into human bodies as a punishment for their delinquencies, such souls
being emanations from the Supreme Being ; a doclrine, be it observed, distincily
adverse to that of the Talmud, which asserts that the soul was forced to 1ake up
its homanity as a consequence of its welfare, doubtless resting on the promise
of a saviour—whilst with the Pythagoreans human life itself was seriously
viewed as a penal bondage, more or less severe, in accordance with the soul’s
previous guilt. Nor did this servitude terminale unredeemed here, excepting in
the working out of its freedom, by a well-spent life. As regarded by some it
descended into brutes; it was lowered into insects; and even degraded into
plants—whence, from its apportioned penalty, it might aspire to re-ascend in the
scale of creation from the mere vegetable to the human being, and in this latter
stage even aspire lo the perfection of a deity.

It has been said that this description of the soul’s chastizement was always re-
cognized by the Pythagoreans as temporary, or having a termination, and that
consequently there were final limitations to its purgatorial transits. Yet still, al-
though Pindar may have represented this sort of transmiigration of the soul as a
condemnation at least thrice required before its positive discharge from its mortal
prisonhouse, and its entrance into the celestial dominions of the blessed, this
doctrine is so opposed to logical reason, and adverse to Knowledge, that it must
be considered as belonging more to the conceits of Ovid's metamorphosis, In
evidence of this, we have certain holy authorily in the account of the casling
out of devils, as given by St. Mark in the fifth chapter of his Gospel, which will
show these spirits as doomed to the exorcism of the Holy Spirit, and at the same
time having the sense and power to extricate themselves from transmigration and
embodiment :(—

 And he answered, saying my name is Legion, for we are many. And all the
devils besought Him, saying, send us into the swine, that we may enter into them.
And forthwith Jesus gave them leave. And the unclean spirits went out, and en-
tered into the swine; and the herd ran violently down a steep place into the sea
(they were about two thousand) ; and were choked in the sea.”
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THE CIRCULAR OF THE TENNESSEE AND
KENTUCKY BRETHREN.

Dxar Bro. Moork,—We are to view. the purport of this letter of invitation
as Masons, not as politicians. If there is one virtue cherished by Masons with
more care and solicitude than another, it is that of charity. It is ready, without
yielding to popular clamor, to attribute an honesty of purpose to others, though
they may chance to differ in opinion or intent. I have admired and been edified
by your most excellent articles, which have appeared in the Magazine, upon the
subject of our present political difficulties and our duties therein as Masons.
You have with perspicuity shown, that although Masonry may not with impunity
take part in the politics of a country, it is nevertheless capable of the most re-
fined conceptions of benevolence and fraternal love, and can, within these infl u-
ences, successfully embrace friends, strangers and enemies, and that it cannot be
used by partizans or fanatics, nor to encourage puritanic excesses.

The portentous clouds of evil which now darken the horizon of our national
identity, naturally bring into lively exercise those impulses of the soul, which
make us cling more tenaciously to our homes, aronnd which cluster the rich
fruits of social and domestic happiness. Memory, at such a time, quickens and
recalls to mind every familiar city, town and hamlet—every tree, bush, field and
rivulet which beautify and enrich our native land. These feelings lose nothing
by being viewed from a distance; they seem rather to gather freshness, and
their affinities strengthen as time carries us onward to the grave ; they are, if
possible, intensified should an invading foe threaten our soil. These emotions
are not only the ebullitions of the heart of one fondly attached to his cot domicile,
but partakes of a more enlarged and comprehensive significance while realizing
the grandeur and importance of this as our country, upon which is securely
planted the fruitful tree of liberty. Masonry sympathizes in these sentiments,
and yet is not impeded thereby in its beneficent offices. In its award of justice,
it impartislly penetrates the misty labyrinths of prejudice and fanaticism, re-
moving the political manacles which would embarrass its benevolent mission,
and, in its answering rectitude, places upon the honored brow of the right party
its unfading garland of truth. Believing in the power and efficacy of its prin-
ciples to assuage bitterness of feeling and personal animosities, and to dispel
from the beart hatred and revenge, I think we may, without imposition, invoke
the aid of these virtues whenever there are difficulties to settle or noble ends to
agcomplish, be the object ever 8o remote.

These reflections have been induced upon perusing an elaborate reply—pub-
lished in the last month’s Magazine—to the circular letter of our Kentucky and
T'ennessee Brethren, inviting their compeers, in office and position, to meet them
in council, to ascertain whether the moral and benign influence of Freemasonry
might not safely be exerted, to allay the angry spirit which seems to enter into
this fearful fratricidal strife that is now destroying our country, and, through the
same beneficent means, stop the unnatural flow of fraternal blood. This circular
seems to have been dictated by Brethren weeping over their bleeding country,
and by motives of the purest philanthropy. It shadows forth in beautiful colors
the principles of benevolence and universal love, and appeals to the better fee)-

14
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ings of our pature to exert themselves in behalf of peace, and in reinstating a
fraternity of feeling throughout our land and country. It is true the design of
these Brethren has so far proved ebortive, but the good effect of their efforts, in
80 laudable an undertaking, will not die with the present generation.

There is no doubt that this circular was sent out in good faith; that the
Brethren who put it forth are gentlemen of intellect and education, and are per-
fectly familiar with the principles, usages and regulations of the Iustitution ; that
they know how far Masonry may be used with impunity in so grave and momentous
an undertaking ; that they had deliberated upon the potency of Freemasonry for
the accomplishment of the enterprise ; that they had already auticipated every
objection ; that they are as solicitous for the welfare of Masonry as any Mason
can_be, and feel themselves as respomsible for its faithful keeping. It was not
their purpose or expectation that the present political attitude of our Southern
Brethren should be assailed, or disparaging personal epithets indulged in. Should
this call for a friendly family conference have met the spirit at the South that has
characterized its reception at the North, Masonry has received a check which, in
course of time, must dampen the ardor of the zealous, and quench entirely the
dim fires of the more indifferent. Should the present civil conflict terminate in
the division of our country, that circumstance alone ought not, nor will it, sever
the ties that bind us together as Masons. Let us then guard the citadel of our
Institation, that the angry spirit of the war may not enter its sacred precincts, or
the time will come when the recoil of unguarded eentiments against those
Brethren may find no reparation in regretful acknowledgments,

The reply seems to misconceive the character of the meeting proposed. I in-
fer that it was not expected by the movers that the convention would possess any
coersive aitribotes to make its action binding upon the Craft. No instituted Ma-
sonic body was to be represented there, nor any officer in his official capacity.
The efficiency and controlling power was supposed to lie in the moral force
which attaches to intelligence, virtue and eminence, and it ssuccess to the utility
and feasibility of the plan projected. In this view of the case, present and Past
Grand Masters were invited to participate in the deliberations of the meeting
upon an equal footing, and not upon the relative position they might severally
hold to their respective Grand Lodges. Grand Masters, as such, were not in-
vited, nor were they expected to appoint delegates—nor was the sanction of the
Grand Lodges asked.

Until reading this reply, I had supposed that Masonry per s¢ held no political
relationship to any power whatever, not even to ‘ England, Sweden, Prussia, or
France.” I was aware that royal personages were either at the head of the
Order in some countries, or held some prominent position in it, but that they held
the office purely as Masons, without any political reference whatever, as it
would be a positive violation of the fundamental principles of Freemasonry, to as-
sociate it with any political measure, or to place it under any civil or political
control. I do not know that the writers of the circular will agree with the reply,
that ¢ Masonry bad a law defining certain duties of its members towards civil
governments anterior to the organization of the existing governnents ;” but they
will doubtless acceed to the truth, that a Mason is enjoined by the Landmarks of
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the Order “ to be a peaceable subjeot, never to be concerned in plots against the
State, nor disrespectful to inferior magistrates.” In connection with this subject,
they aleo find the following injunction in the Landmarks:—¢ But though a
Brother is not to be countenanced in his rebellion against the State, yet, if con-
victed of no other crime, his relation to the Lodge remains indefeasible.”

And this opens the delicate question now at issne between the North and the
South, the disoussion of which is inadmissible at this time. As some of our distin-
guished Brethren of the sunny clime are conepicuous in this Sonthern movement,
and their names prominently introduced in the reply, I deem it but due to Ma-
sonry that its principles of charity should not, in this matter, be circumscribed
nor disregarded, and therefore seek for the grounds upon which we may safely
extend over those Brethren and their coadjutors its ample folds. The motives,
purposes and necessities for their present political antagonism, should afford the
basis of our investigation. The Northern and Southern Brethren view the
present situation of the South through different mediums, both influenced more
or less by preconceived ideas of State policy and their own peculiar education.
Our Southern Brethren are identified with, and are fully committed to, the
dootrines held by their own people, who have always maintained and insisted
vpon the principle of * independent State sovereignity.” Hence they do not
acquiesce in the logic of the reply, * that the United States, as forming one peo-
ple, one nation, and is a State.” If I understand their arguments, they un-
equivocally deny the premises. They hold that the Federal Constitution does
not create a consolidated government, with adhesive powers and attributes indis-
pensably necessary to its existence and perpetuity, such as are found in King-
doms, Empires and States, and that it never was intended that it should be
a government of that character. They insist that the internal regulations of the
eeveral States and their independent relative position to each other, warrant this
assumption. In farther evidence of this, they say the Federal Government has
no laws which can be carried into a State to protect persons or property, or en-
sure 1o citizens their individual rights and privileges. They look upon the union
of the States as a confederacy, a contract between certain States, a Federal com-
pact to be dissolved by either party upon the violation of either of its stipula:ions,
according 1o the terms therein agreed upon, if possible, or by violence, if
necessary.

These are the honest convictions, sentiments and feelings of our Southern
Brethren, aud they believe, also, in the right of a people to revolution. Under
these circumstances, then, why revile them and call them ¢ conspirators,” and
why stigmatize their acts as * diabolical "’ Call it an * hallucination,” a mis-
take, a destructive error, or a positive wrong, if you please, but as their motives
are pure and their purposes avowedly beneficent, let us still treat them as Ma-
sous. We are bound to do so0 by all the ties and sympathies which unite us as a
brotherhood, and to regard in charity their conception of right and oppression.
The bonds of the mystic tie forbid®harsh and unmasonic epithets. Such a
course will never secure and retain friendship or win over an enemy. It cannot
accoraplish a reformation where a fault exists, neither can we by those means
fulfill the benign purposes of Freemasonry.

Yours in fraternal love, —_—
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MAJOR GENERAL BUTLER.

I~ the December number (page 44)of this Magazine, we gave the particulars
of the recovery and preservation by Brother Major General BurLxg, of the Jew-
els and Regalia of the Lodge and Chapter at Hampton, Va., which bad been
seized upon by the soldiers in the assault upon that place,and which they were
parading about the streets as trophies of their lawless depredations. The Gener-
al caused them all to be collected, numbered and carefully stored at Fortress
Monroe, where they remain waiting the return of peace, and the proper time for
their restoration to their rightful owners. On this incident a tatented Brother bas
handed us the following neat Poem, addressed

TO MAJOR GENERAL BUTLER.

Aye, cherish them faithfully, gaard them from harm,
Those symbols of peace, midst the war’s dread alarm ;
They are worthy thy care, although found in a land
Now desolate made by treason’s foul hand.

Midst the tumult you sought them, where fierce raged the fight,
And saved from destruction those emblems of light ;

You sought them where flames in their wild fury sped,

And the demon of ruin his dark wings o'erspread.

Oh would that their teachings might stay the sad fate
That hangs o’er our country—that the feelings of hate
Might be softened to love by their influence sweet,
And those who now battle, as friends again meet.

Yes, guard them with care, their record is bright—

Watch o'er and protect through our nation’s dark night ;

And when Reason again in our land finds a home,

There 'll be those who will bless thee, the deed thou hast done.

STROLLS AMONG THE WORKMEN.
NO. 8.

Dear Brother Moore—TI left off last month in the midst of a few thoughts con-
cerning the fallibility of Grand Lodges, in which I took the ground that they are
as liable to err as any other body of men, and that we cannot reasonably claim from
them more than human nature, with all its imperfections, will allow. I presume
there is no intelligent Mason but will agree with me in this sentiment. One of
the religious denoimninations in this country has a body at its head denominated
¢ The House of Bishops ;” it is composed of men possessing a high order of in-
tellect, and chosen because of their talents, virtues, and purity of heart and life,
to whose decisions the members of that church render a most ready obedience,
and yet the body per se, with all its talent and religion, may commit errors ob-
~ vious to the perception of its most prejudiced adherents.

Although Grand Lodges, in the main, are composed of men of pure hearts and
a ‘“‘right understanding,” they may not, in every particular, accomplish what is
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expected of them, nor in their acts succeed in reaching Masonic perfection’or
reflect its glory, nor does it take from our Masonic loyalty to differ from them,
should they fail in so doing. Their transactions are open to criticism, and their
foibles and failures may be picked out and exposed with the same freedom that
we exercise in extolling their commendable acts. I cannot account for_the
hallucination which appears to envelope and lead captive some of our wise and
kind-hearted Brethren in their estimation of Grand Lodges. They accord to
these bodies the character and attributes belonging to a sovereign and exalt them
to a point beyond accountability.

It is our duty, however, as Masons to do homage to our Grand Master, and
submit, as loyal subjects, to the decisions of our Grand Lodge; hence the
necessity of sending as our representatives to that body men who will reflect
honor, dignity and credit upon the fraternity, and not drive us into errors and ab-
surdities by their indiscreet or hasty action. So long as the present system of
representation is adhered to, we should select Brethren for the first three offices
in the Lodge principally with an eye to their membership in that body. The
incumbent of either of these offices should not only be well versed in the ritual
of the Order, but also poesess a respectable social position and a fair share of
intelligence. Then there would be less hazard in referring to our Grand Lodge
as a source of wisdom and moral power, and too with mingled pride and
pleasure. We might then look up to it, confidently, for sound, judicious and
constitutional decisions, which could not fail to carry with them influence and
strength, and not bear the feeblenees of an emaciated and soulless trunk, with
naught but might to give it force. The occurrences which transpired in the
Grand Lodge of England about four years ago, and which, in other instances,
have soiled the escutcheon of Grand Lodges nearer home, clearly establish
the position here assumed, that to err is human, and that & Grand Lodge, though
an exalted body, is not exempt from the weaknesses flesh fell heir to, in conse-
quence of the introduction of sin into the world by our progenitors. -

To command due deference, as well as submission ; to ensure honor and proper
respect ; to possess the confidence and hearty co-operation of the Craft under its
control ; to merit the reverence due to it by its own members, a Grand Lodge
should act with dignity and circumspection ; it should never override its own
regulations, or violate the Constitutions of the Order; it should uphold virtue
and discountenance vice and immorality ; it should dispense justice and stimulate
merit. These are some of the requisites and duties devolving upon Grand
Lodges, and we do not expect too much when we look for wisdom in its deci-
sions, aud rectitude, as a principle, in what it requires and demands of others.

But, under all circumstances, its laws, resolutions and edicts are to be obeyed,
and we are to submit to them, a8 good Masons should do, however inconsistent
they may be with the rules of justice. It is trne an unconstitutional act carries
with it no moral weight, and will only be submitted to, becauge, for the time be-
ing, it may be enforced. There is no judicial tribunal to which an appeal can
be taken, or indeed any power that can set aside its decisions, except that found
in the prerogatives of the Grand Master,—consequently there is no remedy which
can be resorted to, or any means afforded to assuage the irritated feelings pro-



110 STROLLS AMONG THE WORKMEN.

duced by such a wrong upon individuals or Lodges; they must passively
acquiesce in its decisions, be they what they may. Such requisitions will be
complied with, not because they are right, but because there exists a power in
the body to coerce their fulfillment. They cannot, however, make men forswear
themselves. An unconstifutional act of a Grand Lodge may be set aside by the
Grand Master; but there is not much probability of his doing so if he was
presiding over the body at the time it was adopted.

To set forth the embarrassments under which the fraternity may suffer when
there is a disregard of constitutional provisions, I need only allude to a case
which occurred some three or four years ago in a Grand Chapter in one of our
States. Its regulations provide the way in which an alteration in its Constitu-
tions can be made. Of course there is no other lawful way. But this provision
was set aside and the Constitution altered in violation of the law upon the sub-
ject. The rule declares that * no article of the Constitution shall be altered or
amended, except the proposition be made at an annual convocation, and receive
an affirmative vote of two-thirds of the members at the next annual convoca-
tion.” Instead of conforming to this rule, the alteration was made at the same
session in which it was proposed. To be sure this bady can appeal to the
General Grand Chapter, and it differs from a Grand Lodge in this particular, but
the Companions in that jurisdiction have no means for inmediate relief. They
must submit and suffer the difficalties and embarrassments which necessarily
follow such a course of procedure.

However humilisting it may be to succumb to power when might is its only
virtue, it is nevertheless our duty to do so. We must submit to the powers that
be—there is no alternative. But in an institution such as ours, it is reasonable
to expect of its legislature prudent and calm deliberations before making any
rules or establisking precedents affecting the general interests of the Craft. If
this were the case, they would rarely, if ever, have cauee to lament departed
virtueand dignity. As it is, long speeches and useless debates occupy the early
part of their sessions, and hasty resolutions are driven through at its close. It is
true that this is not peculiar to the Masonic association; it i8 common to all
public deliberative bodies in this country. It would be a source of gratulation if
ours made the exception.

In view of these things, how exceedingly careful ought the Craft to be in
selecting the first three officers of a Lodge. These are our representatives and
compose the body which is to give reputation and consequence to the Order. It
is true, with some few exceptions, that Past Masters are members also, but they
seldom attend in great numbers ; it would be better if they did so, as age and
experience are more of a desideratum in a Masonic body than many other con-
siderations. Many of our customs, being unwritten, must be transmitted orally,
congequently the older the Masons are who are active in the Order, the more
safely and perfectly we can trace the authenticity of our peculiarities.

We need old, experienced and dignified men in the legislative department of
Freemasonry. As it now is, difficulties are more likely to arise and errors of
general interest to be committed and fastened upon us. It was doubtless the ob-
ject of our Georgia Brethren to secure a legislative body of a high, moral and
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intellectual standard that induced them to exclude Wardens from membership.
‘This is a new feature in the organization of Grand Lodges, but it seems to bear
consistency upon its face. It does not necessarily follow that because they are
‘Wardens they do not possess the same intellectual qualifications which Masters
do—but, in a Masonic point of view, they bear different relations to the Craft.
They are not brought under the same obligations and responsibilities that Mas.
ters are, and yet, in Grand Lodges, with the exception of eligibility to office,
they are raised to the same level. As Wardens they are in a state of probation ;
they are preparing, by industry and patience, for service in the East; they are
travelling thence in search of light; they are not esteemed as wise master-
builders until they are suitably prepared and enrobed with the ermine, possessing
official Masonic power. In a democratic point of view, they are no nearer to
the masses than are the Masters, nor are they under greater obligations to obey
instructions. As a general thing, Masters have more experience, and their
judgment can, with more safety, be relied upon. Taking this view of the case,
it is better to cut off Wardens than Past Masters.

Another reason why old Masons should be members of the Grand Lodge is,
that they are thus kept in active labor and ay be induced to hold official
stations. Young men can occupy those places as the old ones pass away,
Nothizag takes so much from the influence and respectability of Freemasonry as
to place men in office with but little standing in the community and less intel-
lectval advantages, The officer himself becomes a by-word and his blunders a
reproach upon the Institution. The services of experienced, wise and good men
should be secured—men of high social position, without regard to their being
made available by a low popularity. This principle is inculcated in the old
charges, and should be carefully read and inwardly digested—time has proved
their utility. It says, ¢ When men of quality, eminence, wealth and learning ap-
ply to be made, they are to be respectfully accepted, after due examination, for
such often prove good lords (or founders) of work.”

Yours, truly and fraternally, D.

MOUNT LEBANON LODGE.

Tue officers of this Lodge were installed by Grand Master Coolidge, Monday
evening, Dec. 23d, 1861, The Grand Master brought with him as his suite the
Master of each Boston Lodge, with a single exception ; also those of South and
East Boston. This made the occasion one of interest, and also servesto promote
sociability among those who are so seldom together. The officers installed
were—John L. Stevenson, Master; John F. Abbot, S. W.; Daniel Henry, J.
W.; F. H. Sprague, Treas. ; Thomas Waterman, Seo. ; W. J. Ellis, 8. D,; Ira
D. Davenport, J. D.; Henry E. Long, 8. 8. ; Jos. H. Clapp, J. 8.; Rev. W, R,
Alger and Rev. John W. Dadman, Chaplains; Edwin Reed, I. S.; W, w,
Elliott, M. ; W. C. Martin, T. Bro. S. B. Ball is Chorister and Herman Daum
Organist. *
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A PLEASANT INSTALLATION AND CELEBRA-
TION.#*

Uron the evening of the 27th of December, the Anniversary of the Feast of
St. John the Evangelist, the officers of St. Andrew’s Lodge, No. 83, Free and
Accepted Masons, in this city, were installed in ample form by M. W. J. H.
Drummond, Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of Maine, assisted by W. David
Bugbee, Acting Grand Marshal.

About two hundred Brethren assembled at the Hall, when the Master, Gideon
Marston, retired from the Chair with some appropriate remarks, after which the
Grand Master proceeded to install the following officers :—

John H. Lynde, Master ; Russel) B. Shepherd, S. W.; Geo. W. Manton, J. W. ;
Daniel Morris, Treas. ; Joseph W. Freese, Sec. ; Benj. H. Morrill, S. D.; Zebulon
Grover, J. D. ; Hermon Bartlett, M.; R. G. Rollins, 8. 8.; Manley G. Trask,
J. 8. ; Simeon Everton, Tyler.

The installation services concluded, the Brethren formed in procession and
marched to the Penobscot Exchange, where Mr. Woodard, under the direction
of the members of St. Andrew’s Lodge, had provided a most beautiful and ex-
cellent supper.

After the guests were seated, they were welcomed by the Master of St. An-
drew’s Lodge, and the Throne of Grace was addressed by Worshipful W. M.
William, Grand Chaplain, afier which ample justice was done to the supper.

The scene at the table was impressive and beautiful. One hundred and fifty-
one guesls were seated, and the tables were admirably laid and brilliantly lighted,
doing great credit to the internal arrangements of the Exchange. At the head
of the table, on the right, was M. W. Grand Master Drummond; R. W, J. J.
Bell, 8. G. W.; W. Rev. W. M. William, G. Chap. ; W. David Bugbee, J. G.
D.; W. J. A. Hall, of Damariscotta, G. S. B. Upon the left was M. W. Past
Grand Master Hiram Chase, of Belfast. Next to him were several of the oldest
Masons of the country, who have borne the heat and burden of the day in years
gone by, and who stood by Masonic principles during the ‘¢ dark ages” of Mor-
ganism, when Masonry was persecuted and oppressed. Among them were
Captain Israel Snow, over ninety years of age, who has been a member of the
Fraternity more than sixty years; Captain John Short, a member of lortysix
years standing ; Col. Henry Litile, who has acted upon the square for over fifty
years; Col. Benj. S. Deane, fortysix years a Brother; Mr. D. Monson, who has
been a Mason for fortythree years; Past Grand High Priest John Williams, and
many who have been for a very long time members of the Fraternity.

After discussing the viands, Geo. W. Manton, Junior Warden of St. Audrew’-
Lodge, read the regular toasts as follows :—

St. John the Evangelist—The Disciple whom Jesus loved. An eminent patron
of Masonry. We revere his memory. Let us emulate his virtues.

Responded 1o by Rev. W. M. William, of this city, who discussed Masonry
and its connection with religious principles,

*From the Bangor (Me.) Daily Whig.
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8t. Andrew—Our Patron Saint. A brilliant star in the Grand Lodge above.

The following Masonic Ode was spiritedly sung in response, under the direc-
tion of Past Master Jonathan Burbank :—

All jail ! the great mysterious Art,
Grand offering from above—

Which fondly twines each genial heart
In harmony and love.

Come, Brothers, join the festive board,
Awake the tuneful lay ;

Unite in Friendship, Peace and Love;
'T is Mason’s holyday.

Come, bring the wreath, the trio bind—
Faith, Charity, and Love;

Our pation Saint a splendid star
In the Grand Lodge above,

With fervent zeal and pure delight,
We'll wake the joyful strain,

Till in the great Grand Lodge we meet,
Where joys immortal reign.

The Army—With the venerable Scott for counsel—the gallant McClellan and his
valiant soldiers for action, our atmy is invincible at home and abroad.

Col. William H. Mills, of this city, prominently known in military circles,
patriotically responded.

The Most Worshipful Grand Lodge of Maine.

This sentiment was responded to by M. W, Grand Master Drummoad in his
usual genial and happy manner. Among other things, he alluded to the duties
of a Mason to his country. Every good and true Mason must be a patriot. His
duty to his country was only second to his obligations 1o Deity, and the Brother
who forgot or neglected them was no longer a pure Mason. He also alluded to
the fact that Brothers who are prisoners in the Southern States, were looked after
and cared for, and their wants attended to by Southern members of the Fraternity,
and he thanked God that this little spark of brotherly love still existed, and
trasted that it might extend until it should leaven the whole lump. We give no
report of remarks, but allude to the points above as important and significant.

Ancient Landmarks—The guide of every true Mason. Their reverence and
Tespect is our duty as well as our pleasure.

This sentiment was eloquently responded to by R. W. Hiram Chase, of Bel-
fast, Past Grand Master. He alluded to the importance of the ancient Land-
marks of the Order. They were near and dear to the heart of every member
of the Fraternity—their lights, their guides, their boundaries, immovable as the
hills, they never can be changed, and they never must be deviated from. His
remarks were received with profound attention.

The following letter from Hon. Jacob McGaw, who has been a member of
the Fraternity for more than sixty years, was read also as another appropriate
response (o the sentiment, by R. B. Shepherd, S. W. of St. Andrew’s :—
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After the guests were seated, they were welcomed by the Master of St. An-
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William, Grand Chaplain, afier which ample justice was done to the supper.
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*From the Bangor (Me.) Daily Whig.
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8t. dndrew—Our Patron Saint. A brilliant star in the Grand Lodge above.

The following Masonic Ode was spiritedly sung in response, under the direc-
tion of Past Master Jonathan Burbank : —

All Jail! the great mysterious Art,
Grand offering from above—

Which fondly twines each genial heart
In harmony and love.

Come, Brothers, join the festive board,
Awake the tunefu! lay;

Unite in Friendship, Peace and Love;
'T is Mason's holyday.

Come, bring the wreath, the trio biad—
Faith, Charity, and Love;
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In the Grand Lodge above.

With fervent zeal and pure delight,
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Till in the great Grand Lodge we meet,
Where joys immortal reiga.
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This sentiment was responded to by M. W, Grand Master Drummond in his
usual genial and happy manner. Among other things, he alluded to the duties
of a Mason to his country. Every good and true Mason must be a patriot. His
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Ancient Landmarks—The guide of every true Mason. Their reverence and
respect is our duty as well as our pleasure.

This sentiment was eloquently responded to by R. W. Hiram Chase, of Bel-
fast, Past Grand Master. He alluded to the importance of the ancient Land-
marks of the Order. They were near and dear lo the heart of every member
of the Fraternity—their lights, their guides, their boundaries, immovable as the
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Bangor, Dec. 24, A. L. 5861.
To the W. Master, Wardens and Brethren of St. Andrew's Lodge of Free and Jdc-
cepted Masons :

I thank you for your fraternal invitation to visit you on the anniversary of the
festival of St. John the Evangelist, when the officers of said Lodge are to be in-
stalled by M. W. Grand Master Drummond.

The principles of our venerable Order being for the relief and comfort of the poor
and distressed, the promotion of brotherly love, together with protection of honor
and virtue among all persons, but especially our nearest and best friends, are now
no less dear to me than they were sixty years ago, when I assumed the obligations
that rest upon all its members.

That the purity and dignity of true Free and Accepted Masons, as well as the
usefulness of your Lodge, may continue always to advance, is the sincere prayer
of your very aged Brother, whose infirmities forbid him to aecept your kiud in-
vitation.

Respectfully and affectionately your Brother,
Jacos McGaw.

Our Country—An asylum for the oppressed of all nations. - The prayers of mil-
lions daily rise for the perpetuity of our glorious free institutions,

In response the following familiar and patriotic Ode was sung by the guests :

Tung—America.

God bless our native land !
Firm may she ever stand,

Through storm and night ;
When the wild tempests rave,
Ruler of wind and wave,
Do thou our country save,

By thy great might.

For her our prayer shall rise
To God above the skies;

On him we wait ;
Thou who hast heard each sigh,
Watching each weeping eye,
Be thou forever nigh ;—

God save the State!

Our Fraternity—Bounded by no geographical lines. The world is our Lodge-
room, and our Brethren are of every nation and every tongue.

Happily responded to by David Barker, of Exeter, who read the following
beautiful original Poem. It has been heretofore published, but is richly worth
re-perusing :—

THE SIGN OF DISTRESS.

'T was a wild, dreary night in cheerless December;
T was a night only lit by a meteor’s gleam;
'T was the night, of that night I distinctly remember
That my soul journeyed forth on the wings of a dream.
That dream found me happy, by tried friends surrounded,
Enjoying with rapture the comforts of wealth ;
My cup overflowing with blessings unbounded,
My heart fully charged from the fountains of health.
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That dream left me wretched, by friendship forsaken,
Dejected, despairing and wrapt in dismay;
By poverty, sickness and ruin o’er taken—
To every temptation and passion a prey.
Devoid of an end or an aim, I then wandered
O’er highway and by-way and lone wilderness ;
On the past and the present and futare I pondered,
But pride bade me tender no sign of distress.

In frenzy the wine cup [ instantly quaffed at,
And habit and time made me qnaff 1o excess ;
But heated by wine, like a madman [ laughed at
The thought of e’er giving a sign of distress.
Bat wine sank me lower by lying pretences,
It 1attered my raiment and furrowed my face,
It palsied my sinews and pilfered my senses,
And forced me to proffer a sign of distress.

I reeled to a chapel whero churchmen were kneeling,
And asking their Savioar, poor sinners to bless;
My claims I presented—the door of that chapel
Was slammed in my face at the sign of distress.
1 strolled to the Priest—to the servant of Heaven,
And sued for relief with a wild eagerness,
He prayed that my sins might at last be forgiven,
And thought he had answered my sign of distress.

I staggered at last to the home of my mother,
Believing my prayers would meet with success,
But father and mother and sister and brother
Disowned me and taunted my sign of distress.
I lay down to die as a stranger drew nigh me,
A spotless white lambskin adorning his dress,
My eye caught the emblem, and ere he passed by me,
I gave, as before, the sad sign of distress,

With God-like emotion that messenger hastens
To grasp me and whisper—“my Brother I bless
The hour of my life when 1 learned of the Masons
To give and to answer your sign of distress.”
Let a sign of distress by a Craftsman be given,
And though priceless 10 me is eternity’s bliss,
May my name never enter the records of Heaven,
Should I fail to acknowledge that sign of distress.

Rising Virtwe Lodge—Our venerable mother. Like wine, age improves her.

Responded to by the Master of Rising Virtue Lodge, George W. Snow, of
Bangor, who alluded to the harmony always existing between the two Lodges
in this city.

Masonry—Like the evening dew—unseen and secret in its operations—benevolent
and beautiful in its revelations of Love.

Senior Grand Warden Bell responded, paying his respects to the ancient
Brethren present on the occation.

The Navy—They demonstrate their love for our Order by not allowing a single
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Mason to pass them on the seas without giving him a stromg grip—rescuing him,
even, from the lion’s paw of Briton.

Patriotically responded to by Thomas H. Garnsey, of this city, who, among
otber things, alluded to the many gallant exploits of the American Navy.

The Ladies—Our rivals in devotion to the prineiples of Masonry. Although
knitting mittens now seems to be their mission, may they never ¢ give the mitten”
to any Brother Mason.

Fnthusiastically responded to by Lewis Barker, of Stetson, who urged the im-
portance of Masonry to the sex, and also stated that they were supporters of the
Order by their countenance and encouragement. His attention was first called
10 Masonry by a poem written by a lady, and he closed by reading it. We pub-
lish it for the benefit of those not present on the occasion.

BY MRS. SARAH T. BOLTON, OF INDIANAPOLIS,
On the occasion of Laying the Corner-Stone of the Grand Lodge Hall, Ocl., 1848,

Sons of a glorious Order annointed
To cherish for ages the Ark of the Lord,
Wearing the mystical badges appointed,
Come to the Temple with sweetest accord 3
Come lay the corner-stone,
Asking the Lord to own
Labors that tend to His glory and praise—
Long may the Mercy seat,
Where angel pinions meet,
Rest in the beautiful Temple ye raise !

Brothers ! wnited, to you it is given
To lighten the woes of a siv-blighted world ;
Far o'er the Eartb, on the {ree winds of Heaven,
Now let yon banner of love be unfurled.
Write there the blessed three—
-Faith, Hope, and Charity—
Names that shall live through the cycle of time ;
Write them on every hesrt—
Make them your guide and chart
Over Life’s sea to the haven sublime.

Go forth befriending the way-weary stranger,
Brightening tbe pathway that sorrow hath crossed—
Strengthening the weak in the dark hour of danger—
Clothing the naked and seeking the lost—
Opening the prison door,
Feeding the starving poor—
Chiding the evil, approving the just—
Drying the widow’s tears,
Soothing the orphan’s fears—
Greal is your mission—* In God is your trust.”

Go in the spirit of Him who is holy,
Gladden the wastes and the by-ways of Earth—
Visit the homes of the wretched and lowly,
Bringing relief to the desolate hearth—
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Bind up the broken heart,
Joy to the sad impan—
Stay the oppressor and strengthren the just:—
Freely do ye teceive,
Freely to others give—
Great is your mission—* In God is your trust.”

Go forth with ardor and hope undiminished,
Ever be zealous, and faithful, and troe—
Still till the labor appointed be finished
Do with your might what your hands find to do.
Narrow the way and straight
Is Heaven’s guarded gate,
Leadiog the soul to the regions of love.
Then with the spotless throng
Swelling the triumph song,
May you be found in the Grand Lodge above.

At the conclusion of the regular toasts, Daniel C. Stanwood, of Augusta, was
called for and responded. He closed by reading a letter received by Lieut. J.
A. Hall, Master of Alna Lodge, showing that the Grand Lodge of Louisiana had
attended to the comfort of several Brothers made prisoners at Bull Run. The
letter was received with demonstrations of applause.

Remarks were made and sentiments offered by Noah Barker, of Corinth ; C.
R. McFadden, C. M. Morse and J. M, Crooker, of Waterville; J. S. Bedlow,
of Portland ; C. P. Baldwin, of Fairfield; Alvin Haynes, of Mattawamkeag ;
Russell B. Shepherd, Jona. Barbank, E. F. Dillingham, of this city, and others ;
and an impromptu poem was recited by David Barker, of Exeter, which
¢ brought down the house” with a rush.

Letters were received from R. W. D. D. G. M. Averill, J. W. Carr, Esq., M.
Ex. W, Marshall, of Massachusetts, &c., &c. ; and one was also received from
B. F. Mudgett, Esq., of New York City, the first Master of St. Andrew’s Lodge,
which closed with the following sentiment :—

The Present and Past Members of St. .Andrew's Lodge—Though circumstances
over which we have no control may deprive some of us of the great pleasure of
meeting in the festivities of our Lodge on earth, may no circumstances over which
we have control debar any of us from meeting in that Lodge above where the
Supreme Architect of the Universe presides.

Among the many pleasant incidents was the accidental meeting of the six
Barker brothers. They bad not all met before under the same roof for twenty
years, but fortunately they happened here together. They are members of the
Fraternity, and joined in the pleasures of the evening. Their father was the
second settler in the town of Exeter, and their mother now resides with Nathaniel
in the old homestead. Noah is a resident of Corinth; Lewis lives in Stetson,
and David, Daniel and Mark reside in Exeter.

The oldest is fiftyfour years of age, the youngest thirtynine, and they are the
only male children now living. There are few instances where six brothers
arrive at the age of manhood—all members of the same fraternity—brothers in
name and brothers indeed, and meet together on the level in the Lodge-room.



118 GRAND LODGE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE.

After spending three hours at the table, it was proposed to close by singing,
and the Brethren rose and sung with marked effect the beantiful song by Burns,
Auld Lang Syne.

Thus closed the pleasures of the evening, and we believe that the occasion
will be long remembered by-every one present, and that they departed with a
warmer feeling of brotherly love in their hearts, and a determination to pay still
greater attention to the principles inculoated by the Order.

GRAND LODGE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE.

Wk have belore us the proceedings of the Grand Lodge of New Hampshire

- at its semi-annual meeting in June and at its annual communication in December
last. The Grand Master, M. W. Aaron P. Hughes, presided at both meetings.
The only business of special interest transacted at the June communication was
the adoption of a report on the ritual, from which we give the following extract :

The Committee appointed at the last Annual Communication of this Grand
Lodge, for the purpose of comparing the Lectures, as revised and adopted by this
Grand Lodge in 1850, with those as promulgated by Bro. Rob Morris, of Kentucky,
and claimed by him to be the original Lectures as taught by Thomas Smith Webb
sixty years ago, ask leave to report, that having carefully compared the system as
taught by Bro. Morris, with that as adopted by this Grand Lodge, and, as your
committee believe, with unprejudiced minds, they have deliberately come to the
following conclusions :—

1. That as this Grand Lodge in 1850, at great labor and expense, did revise and
adopt a system of Lectures and Work which has been disseminated among the sub-
ordinate Lodges in this jurisdiction, and now generally and uniformly understood
and practiced upon, it seems to your committee inexpedient to make alight, im-
material verbal changes, without strong reasons and a full conviction that we are
in an error. .

2. That, on comparing the two systems, they find no material difference ; in fact
they are one and the same, varying only in verbal phraseology and, in a few in-
stances, slight changes in the order of arrangement.

3. That, in point of grammatical construction and elegance of expression, your
committee all agree that our ritual, as adopted and now generally taught, under-
stood and practiced in this jurisdiction, is far preferable to that promulgated by
Bro. Morris.

This was a sensible decision. The work of New Hampshire cannot be im-
proved by strolling mountebanks and empiricks, and the less our Brethren of
that and other States have to do with such pretenders the higher their Masonic

character will rank.
The Grand Master opened the annual communication in a neat address, from
which we extract as follows : —
OUR COUNTRY. B

While we, as a body, are in this most happy and desirable condition, we turn to
our country with sorrow and sadness. The people of this great nation, once so
happy, prosperous and united, and now arrayed against each other, and the very
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arms that we had supposed were to be used only in the defence of our common
country, are now being used in a fatricidal war—of all wars the most disastrous to
a nation.

At the time of our last annual communication, we, as a people and a nation,
were more prosperous than at any period since the formation of our government.
Every branch of industry was in a condition that seemed at least to indicate that it
was so firmly rooted that no revulsion in business, however severe, could injure it.
I need not add that all those appearances were deceptive, as a few short months
have proved.

The commerce of our country had reached almost a fabulous amount. Our
agricultural products were all that the heart of man could desire or wish. But
now the stern reality of civil war is upon us, and while we all know and feel that
our ancient institution will outlive this revolution, as it has all others, we cannot,
as Masons, but feel that a direful crisis is upon us. It has come in the Providence
of God, and we are to meet it as a rebellion, notwithstanding our friends, kindred
and Brothers are engaged in it, for if there is any one plain duty inculcated in Ma-
sonry, it is that we are bound most solemnly to stand by the government under
which we live. I would, in this connection, call your attention to that part of
your agreement which so clearly points out our duty.

*[n the State you are to be quiet and peaceful ; true to your government and
just to your country. You are not to countenance disloyalty or rebellion, but
patiently submit to legal authority, and conform with cheerfulness to the govern-
ment of the country in which you live.” Such, Brethren, was your agreement,
and I have not the remotest idea but that every Brother in this jurisdiction will
carry it out to the letter.

1 have sometimes felt that the great misfortune that has befallen us might come,
and if it did, that there was one body of men that could do much to reconcile the
difficulties that exist more in imagination, in my judgment, than in reality. The
angry passions of men have much to do with the present critical position of our
country ; and, as Masons, we are in duty bound to make every exertion to assuage
the storm that is now desolating our land. The institution of Masonry has its
members in every part of our couatry, and it can more readily reach them than
any organization in the world.

We bave no right to meddle or interfere with the political affairs of the nation,
but whenever any question arises that affects the institution of which we are mem-
bers, it is our duty to consider it. That the precepts taught by Masons have al-
ways tended to soften the hearts of men, is a truth that every Brother will assent
to. And such being true, it has occurred to me that no injury could result to the
Institution, and that great good may come out of a convention of Masecns, not to
consider the political questions of the day, but to determine what our duty may be
in this emergency. And I would suggest the propriety of holding a National Con-
vention of Masons at Washington, sometime next winter. And if the Grand
Lodge thinks well of the suggestion, it will be for it to determine whether delegates
should be elected.

The Grand Lodge did not think it expedient or useful to adopt the recom-
mendation of the Grand Master touching the proposed convention.

ITINERANTS.—~WORK.
There are very few suggestions that I desire to make at this time. The institu-
tion of Freemasonry was never more prosperous than at this moment. Where
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there are so many, it would be very strange if some of them were not selfiah, and
I am sorry to say that I have no doubt but that we have many who have become
members for selfish purposes. These individuals show themselves in various ways.
They always appear under the guise of great disinterestedness for the good of the
Order. Perhaps he may be an author, represents that he has got the only genuine
work extant, and that his Lectures are of the same description, and that all others
are spurious. This Grand Lodge was visited within the last year by one of this
class of Masons, who had not attained the age of twentytwo years. His Masonic
knowledge corresponded well with his Masonic age. This evil has been going
on several years, producing nothing but confusion in the Work and Lectures.
Each author makes a little innovation upon long, and what is believed to be well
established work. And many Lodges have spent much valuable time in discussing
the discrepancies of the work as published, each one having a few adherents.
Discussions of this kind are very liable to end in anger and ill feelings. The time
thus speat should have been devoted to our own Work and Lectures.

This Grand Lodge has adopted the ‘ Masonic Trestle Board, ’’ and the Work
and Lectures connected therewith, and, until otherwise ordered by the same
body, must be used in this jurisdiction.

There is hardly a week passes but some one calls for a subscription for some
kind of a Masonic book, magazine or newspaper, and if you do not subscribe
they broadly intimate that you are no Mason. All such persons should be
treated with contempt. There are publications that are worthy of your support,
but the publishers never go about demanding your aid, or appealing to your sympa-
thy for support.

Another class of men I recommend you always to avoid : that is, paid Masous,
of all “men or Masons,” the most despicable. They always have a new book,
and assume to be in possession of something that is known to but few;—they will
perform if you will pay. When you meet with sach a fellow, keep an eye on your
coat and bat.

Masonic Mendicants have been on the increase for the last fifteen years. They
have become almost a scourge to the Order. While we rejoice at the increase of
Masonic charity, we deplore the evil and annoyance of traveling applicants for Ma.
sonic aid. [ recommend-to each Brother and subordinate Lodge a careful inquiry
into each applicant’s appeal for charity (if he be a stranger) before contribating.

THE NIGHER DEGRERS.

That the ¢ Blue Lodge” is, to the great body of Masonry, what the heart and
lungs are to the human body, I am more and more satisfied every day of my
life. It is the only essential Lodge in Masonry. We are apt to be desirous of get-
ting *‘ higher up” in the Order ;—a very great mistake. The best workmen are
very liable to be drawn into the * Upper Degrees,” and their loss is severely felt
in the * Blue Lodge.” I trust no Brother in this jurisdiction will be so much daz-
zled with the tinselry of the ¢ Upper Degrees’ as to forget his duty to the first and
most important Lodge—the ** Blue Lodge."

The proceedings mostly relate to matters of local interest, and while they in-
dicate a high degree of prosperity in the Lodges under the jurisdiction, they
would not be of particular interest to the general reader. We were however
surprised to find the following on page 323 of the proceedings :—

“M. W, Peter Lawson, of Lowell, P. G, Master, of Massachusetts, was in-
troduced, and took a seat in the East.”
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The person above named is not a member of the Grand Iodge of Massachu-
setts, nor is he a Past Grand Master of that body ; and, if, as appears from the
record, he passed himself off, as such, upon the Grand Lodge of New Hamp-
shire, he was guilty of an imposition and fraud’ which that body cannot, with a
proper regard ior its own sell-respect, allow to pass unnoticed.

THE OLDEST LODGE IN MAINE®

Porrranp Lobck of Free and Accepted Masons No. 1 (Falmouth) now Portland
Maine. On the 20th of March A. D. 1762, A. L. 5762, the Grand Master of Grand
Lodge Massachusetts, Jeremiah Gridley, granted & commission of deputation to
Alexander Ross, Esq. of Falmouth, in the Province of Massachusetts Bay, to open
a Lodge, and appoint the Wardens and other officers

At the Annual Communication of this Lodge holden at the Masonic Hall in Port-
land, on the evening of November 13th, A. L. 5861, Worshipful Samual Kyle, who
had occupied the Oriental Chair for the past two years, addressed the members of
the Lodge, in a few remarks tendering his thanks for the honors they had conferred
on him and declined being considered a candidate for re election.

Bro. Moses Dodge, Secretary of the Lodge, (for the past ten years, R. W. Grand
Treasurer of the M. W- Grand Lodge of Maine since May, A. L. 5853,) arose in
his place and made one of his interesting and appropriate speeches to the Lodge
and visiting Brethren, thanking them for the repeated confidence in which they had
esteemed him worthy and well qualified for the post he had so long occupied, and
declined being considered a candidate for Sccretary.

At the close of Bro. Dodge's remarks, the M. W. Grand Master of the Grand
Lodge of Maine, Josiah H. Drummond Esq. arose and made appropriate remarks in
regard to the faithful service and exellent manner in which Bro. Dodge had per-
formed the duties devolving on him as Secretary, during so long a period ; which
Bro. Dodge took as a mere compliment at first, when Grand Master Drummond
took from a hidden recess by his side, and exhibited to view to the great consterna-
tion and surprise of Bro. Dodge, a spendid Silver Pitcher with the following device

engraved on it. G
Presented to
MOSES DODGE
By the Brethren of Portland Lodge, No. 1, as a token of their appreciation of his
services as Se,creury.
1861."

On beholding this splendid article, he arose from his chair and stood apparantly
amazed, by the unexpected gift and remarks of the Grand Master on presenting
it; so much so, that the orbs of light were dimmed by the water of affection of a
sensitive heart.

The Grand Master nor Bro. Dodge are not able to give the writer the least item
of what they said on this interesting occation, except this short sentence, which
Bro. Dodge made: *If I have not been convinced before this that Masons could
keep a secret, | am now.” There were more than one hundred of the fraternity in
the eity of Portland who had kept the whole matter of the presentation of this
splendid gift to him, a prefound secret. After the ceremonies of the presentation
were closed the officers of the Lodge for the ensuing year were elected.

*From t;eﬁ Kennebec Courier,
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ANDROGYNUS MASONRY.

The Knights and Nymphs of the Rose. We have frequently alluded in our col-
umns to those special humbugs introduced by Masonic Charlatans, under the
name of Adoptive Masonary, by ‘'which many females have been inveigled from
their domestic pursuits, to the great detriment of their husbands’ shirts and
children's stockings, to pander to the unholy love of the almighty dollar, with
which their inventors were seized. Most of those introduced into this country
were founded on similar degrees invented in France, the great hot bed of Masonic
innovations and Masonic light-o'"-loves, and among them the one whose name com-
mences this article, where it was introduced about the latter part of the eighteenth
century by M. de Chaumont, the Masonic Secretary of the Duke de Chartres, who
was at that time Grand Master of the French Masons. The principle seat of the
Order was at Paris. The Lodge-room, or hell for meeting, was cglled the * Temple
of Love.” It was ornamented with garlands of flowers and hung round with es-
cutcheons, on which were painted various devices and emblems of gallantry. There
were two presiding officers, @ male and a female, who were styled the ‘‘ Hiero-
pbant” and the *“ High Priestess.” The former initiated the men, and the latter the
women who were candidates. In the initiations, the Hierophant was assisted by a
conductor or deacon, called ** Sentiment,” and the High Priestess by a conductress
or deaconess, called * Discretion.” The Knights wore a crowa of myrtle, the
Nymphs a crown of roses. The Hierophant and High Priestess were, in addition,
decorated with a rose colored scarf, onw hich were embroidered two doves within a
wreath of myrtle. During the initiation, the Lodge-room was enlightened with a
single dull taper, just giving light enough to make ** darkness visible,” but after-
wards it was brilliantly illuminated by numerous wax candles.

When a candidate was to be initiated, he or she was taken in charge, according
‘to the sex, by the Conductor or Conductress, divested of all weapons, jewels or
money, hookwinked, loaded with chains, sufficient of the legs and breast being
bared to determine the sex, and in this condition conducted to the door of the Tem-
ple of Love, where admission was demanded by two knocks. Bro. Sentiment then
introduced the candidate by the order of Hierophant, or the High Priestess, and he
or she was asked bis or her name, place of birth and condition of life ; all of which
being satisfactorily answered, the candidate was then asked, ‘* What are you seek-
ing ! the reply to which was * Happiness.”

The next question proposed was—‘‘ What is your age?"' The candidate, if a
male, replies, ‘‘ The age to love,” atd, if a female, ¢ The age to please and to be
loved.”

The candidate was then interrogated concerning his or her private opinions and
conduct in relation of matters of gallantry. If of amatory proclivities, the chaias
were taken off and replaced by garlands of ruses, which were called the ** chains of
love.” In this condition the candidate was made to traverse the apartment from
one extremity to the other, and then back againin a contrary direction,over a path
fnscribed with love knots.

The following pledge was then administered :—

T promise by the. Grand Master of the Univeree, never to reveal the secrets
of the Order of the Rose, and should I fail in this my vow, may the mysteries I
shall receive. add nathing to my pleasures, and instead of tbe rose of happiness,
may I feel nothing but the thorns of repentance.”

The candidate was-then - conducted to a place representing a mysterious grove,
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adjoining the Lodge-room, or Temple of Love, where, if a knignt, he reteived a
crown of myrtle ; aud, if a Nymnph, a simple rose. During this time, ‘a soft, me-
lodious march was played by the orchestra.

Afterwards, the candidate was conducted to the * Alter of mystery,” and placed
at the foot of the Hierophant's throne, where incense was offered to Venus and her
son. Ifit was a Knight who had been initiated, he exchanged his crown of myrtle
for the rose of the Nymph he selected ; and, if a Nymph, she exchanged ber rose
for the myrtle crown of a Brother Sentiment most agreeable to her fancy.

The above affords a very fair specimen of the character of Androgynus Lodges
in France, upon which the American system was framed by the Kentucky Caglios-
tro, as most Eanlightened Grand Luminary.—N. Y. Sat. Courier.

THE RELIGION OF MASONRY.

Wz none of us pretend or suppose that Masenry is of itself a religion. We
do not claim that it is exclusive of other modes of worship; above all, we dis-
claim that it is hostile to any sincere belief in any form.

We demand of every man before we can receive him as a Brother, that he
shall believe in the * existence of one Supreme Being, who will reward good
and punish evil ;”—believing that he may affirm or deny auy other religion,
natural or revealed. No good Mason will interfere, in any respect, with the
conscience of his Brother. Those fearful relations which exist between every
maa and his Maker are not within the scape of our Order.

We do not undertake as Masons o follow a Brother beyond the boundary of
this life, or determine what is his reward, or what his punishment hereafter.

But we throw our strong arm around him and his, while he or any of them are
living.

We do add a strong sanction to morality ; we do bind each other by a cord
that cannot be broken without awful wickedness, to observe moral law toward all
men, and more especially toward the Brethrea.

We do, by regular and incessant charity, relieve suffering; by watchfal care,
we prevent distress ; by good example and mutual encouragement, we uphold
hamanity and virtoe,

It is not possible to be a good Mason without being a good man ; and though
we do not touch upon those metaphysical perfections which various churches in-
culcate under the name of holinese, bat leave to each man 1o setile for himsclf:
we carefully teach and enforoe the great virtues of Faith, Hope, and Charity.

No man can become a Mason until these are well impressed upon him.

No man can live a life of good Masonry without calling into exercise those
amiable and charitable traits of character which would otherwise have been lost
to the Fraternity and the world at large.

Every good Masoa respects the religion of his Brother though different from
his own : and hopes that all may be true in those respects wherein they do not
differ; and that in these respects wherein they do, each may be sufficiently near
the Trath, to solve for him who sincerely hiolds it, the great problem of life and

death,
» * » » * * * L] *®
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What to do, what to leave undone, each must determine for himself. We
may not all believe alike, but we may all kope alike, that when we have all gone
that way, and passed through that durk valley, and crossed that cold river, we
may all meet in some glorious Lodge beyond—that we may look thence calmly
back, over the dreary road we have traveled from infancy till that moment, and
say joyfully 1o ourselves, “that is a way we shall not return.”

And surely no one of us who has ever looked thoughtfully on our checkered
road through the wilderness of this life, or has stood for a moment near the frigid
ocean of eternity, would be disposed to be anything but reverential in the pre-
sence of any shrine to which any fellow creature may kneel for aid or consola
tion. * For” says a poet, nearly thirtyfour centuries earlier than the times of
Job,

 For we are doomed our native dust
To wet with many a fruitless shower;

And ill it snits us to disdain
The altar, to derice the fame

Where simple suffecers bend in trust,
To win a happier hour.”

SWORD PRESENTATION.

Ouk talented friend and Brother F. G. Tisdall, Esq , the Masonic editor of the
New York Saturday Evening Courier, was recently deputized by the Brethren of
Concord Lodge, No. 50, to present in their behalf, a rich rogulation Sword to
Bro. Lt. T. F. Goodwin, a member of that Lodge, who was about to leave for
the seat of war. After a few pertinent and patriotic remarks, our Brother very
happily concluded by saying :

¢ Take this sword, my Brother, the free gift of free men, free Americans and

Freemasons, and [ charge you never to draw it in the caunse of injustice or op-
pression.

“Oh, may its Ailt be blessed by Faith in God,

While you seek succor from His holy word ;

Its blade be Hope, for while in Him you trust,

He will protect you, for your cause is just.

But on its poiat let Charily e’er dwell:

The foe once vanished, hostile feelings quell :

To him extend a Brother's welcome aid,

And heal the wounds which sterner duty made.”

Our soldier Brother, on receiving it, appeared to be overcome by his feelings.
He said he desired to be judged by his deeds and not by his words. The time
for making professions had passed, the time for action had arrived ; but he would
pledge himself, before his God and his Brethren, that he would be the more
strongly reminded of his dnty to his country whenever he looked upon the
sword he had that evening received, and his arm would be made stronger, if
possible, to prove himself worthy of the confidence reppsed in him as a Mason.
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FUNERAL ODE, WRITTEN IN 1808.

I
'T 18 done ; the Architect Divine,
The awful blow hath given ;
Our Brother hath obey'd the sign,
To join the Lodge in Heaven.

1.
Angelic janitors rejoice,
The portals to extend,
Harmonic seraphs raise their voice,
To hail our worthy friend.

n.

Thrice welcome to the Lodge above,
Where pleasures never fail,

And Concord, Harmony, and Love,
Eternally prevail.

.

Thrice welcome to the blest abode,
Where angels reign in heaven,

And praise the wond'rous work of God,
To whom be glory given.

AN ANECDOTE."*

How Mrs. H—— came to change her opposition to Masonry, and became an advo-
cate for its usefulness to the Female sex.

Bro. H——, a membere of Richland Lodge, No. 39, of Columbia, South Carolina,
where he received the degrees, and resided for several years, previous to 1860, re-
lated to me in the cars between the Kennebec and Portland, a few weeks since the
substance of the following incident in his own household.

In the spring of 1859, I had some business, which required my presence on the
Kennebec ; I left my wife, and a beautiful child two years old, in good health at
Columbia, 8. C. Soon after I left them, our child sickened and died. My wife
was a long way from, as she thought, sympathising friends, having up to this time,
been a vivlent opposer of the institution of Masonry, ber father being an anti-mason.
8he did not expect any advice or assistance from our Brothren, but in this she was
mistaken. The Brothren went to her, and offered her assistance, not only their con.
dolence, but whatever amount of money she wanted. Of this she did not stand in
need. At the funeral one hundred attended and assisted to convey the remains
of her beloved child to its mother earth, their kindness unsought overcome her pre-

*From the Kennebec Courier.
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judice against Masonry, and from a violent opposer, she is one of the most zealous
advocates of our beloved Institution.

Since our return to our native State, if she hears a word spoken against Masonry,
or its members, she is sure to make use of the member which God has given the
female sex, to defend the cause that they believe to be right. Even her father bas
not escaped a volley from her, which he will not soon forget, and will be very cau-
tious how he broaches the subject of his anti-masonic theories in her presence. It
matters not, be it male or female, who in her presence says aught against our
Order, they have to listen to such a castigation as Mrs. Partington’s lectures are no
comparison with.

CORRESPONDENCE.

St. Louis, Mo. January 18, 1562.

My Dzar Bro. Moore,— * * ¥ You have noticed the death of two of our
Past Grand Masters, namely, Bros. Grover and Suarre. When [ removed from
Virginia in 1838 to Madison, Indiana, about the first Masonic work done in that year,
(the Lodge having done nothing for a year,) was the initiation of B. W. Grover. 1
aided in conferring on him the three degrees. In St. Louis in 1843, I aided in con-
ferring on him the Chapter degreees ; and I was afterwards associated with him in
the Grand Lodge of this State. So, you perceive I knew him well and long. He
died in this city. I need not sxy that he was well cared for previous to his
death. At his funeral there was a very large attendance of Brothers, and a large
escort of military. He lost his life in the detence of Lexington,

Br. Sharpe had raised a company in defence of his country. At the time he was
brutally murdered, he was coaveying a wounded man in Lis buggy to his (Sharpe’s)
home for medical treatment, when five men approached his carriage and shot him
and afterwards dragged him out of his buggy and then, when nearly dead, bung
him! To have known Sharp wasto love him. Thus these two beloved Brothers
have been sacrificed on the altar of their country ! Would that I eould say, all the
Masons in this State are as true to their obligations ‘‘ not to be engaged in plots
and conspiracies against the government,” and in obeying lawful authority. If.
Masons can set aside and ignore the simple language of our ritual in their mad
efforts to overthrow the best government that ever existed, then I have learned Ma-
sonty in vain, and do not understand its teachings. After having assiduously labor-
ed in it for over a quarter of a century—having frequently repeated to the neopbhite
that his duty is * to be true to his government,” it is now no argument to me that
certain men, who may have stood, what has been considered high in the Order, are
now engaged in this unholy warfare. More shame for them. Lucifer is said to
have been one of the highest of the angeis. Ambition bas caused many would-be
godsto fall! To my mind, such sophistry, and such mystifying of the plainest
teachings of Masonry, if admitted, would upset all its practical lessons, and destroy
much of its value. The too great love of office I conceive to be the main cause of
the unfortunate condition of our beloved country, and I am afraid will also prove
disastrous to our beloved institution.

That you may be long spared to conduct your valuable periodical, is the sincere
prayer of

Yours, truly and fraternally, C.




OBITUARY. 127

Bro. C. W. Moorz—

Dear Sir—By request I herewith transmit to you a copy of resolutions adopted
by Cleveland Lodge, No. 311, F. and A. M, upon the departure of Bro. Reunsn
CrLxveranD for the seat of war, for publication, to wit :—

Whereas, it is imperative upon every Mason to obey the laws of the country in
which he lives, and not to be engaged in plots or conspiracies for its destruction—
and :

Whereas, at the present time there exists an organized effort to blot from the re-
cord of pations our fair name as a people—and -
Whereas, Bro. Reuben Cleveland, first Past Master of this Lodge, which bears his

name, has volunteered in the defence of the Constitution and the laws against

armed and powerful conspirators, and is now going forth in the diseharge of his

duties as a soldier, a man and a Mason, therefore

Resolved, That recognizing the overruling hand of the Supreme Architect of the
Universe, we commend our Brother to His care.

Resolved, That as the founder of this Lodge, and for a series of years its head
and support—as both prominent and eminent in the ranks of the Fraternity—as
distinguished alike for his urbanity and generous nature, we deeply regret his
departure from our midst.

Resolved, That the marked prosperity of this Lodge is mainly indebted to the in-
defatigable labors of Brother Cleveland, who hes ever been alive to its welfare,
thus attaching to himself a host of Brethren who will cherish with unalloyed
plessure the kindest- wishes for his success as a soldier, and an ardent desire for his
safe return to our lo.d.

Resolved, That to any of our Order with whom Brother Cleveland may meet,
we commend him to their esteem and consideration.

Resolved, That these resolutions be placed upon the records of this Lodge, and a

copy thereof, over the signatures of our W. M. and Secretary, be forwarded to Bro.
Cleveland.

Iza Gobpard, Secretary.
Chicago, 19th Dec., 1861.

. ®bituary.

Wz are deeply pained to be called upon to record the death of the estimable wife
of our friend and beloved Brother Joseru D. Evans, Esq., Past Grand Master of
the Grand Lodge of New York. She died at Bloomfield, N. Jersey, on the 17th of
November last, after a most painful and protracted illness, which she bore with the
utmost Christian patience and resignation. She was the daughter of the late Rev.
Wm. H. Hart, formally Rector of St. John's Church, Richmond, Va., which was
the native place of the deceased. And one of the papers of that city notices her
death in the following warm and affectionate terms :—

 Her dust sleeps in the Cemetery of Greenwood, New York, the immortal soul
is with .its God. Gentle, pious, guileless—trained in the Christian faith, a com-
muoicant in the church militant, she now lives in perpetual communion with the
church triumphant. A Christian woman and wile and mother, her duties in all
these relations were nobly fulfilled ; and though memory must drop its tear, and
aflection sigh over the ruios of the desolated hearthstone, she still speaks to the
living loved ones, in the example and precepts of the past time, and points by these
to ¢ an inheritance incorruptigle, and undefiled, and that fadeth not away’ in that
rest
' “« Where love has put off in the land of its birth,
The stains it had gathered in this ;
And hope, the sweet singer that gladdened on earth,
Lies asleep on the bosom of bliss.’”
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Surezux CouxciL 33d.—We learn that
the Rev. ALBrat Cass has been appointed
by the Duke of Leinster, Commander of the
Supreme Council for Ireland, the resident
Representative of that Body in the Supreme
Council for the Northern Jurisdiction of the
Unitd States. Br. Case is the Assistant Sec-
. reurj of the Northern Council, Dr. Winslow
Lewis, of Boston, being the Secrctary.

{™~We are gratified to notice that our tal-
anted Brother, Hon. Josian H. Drummonp,
of Portland, the present Grand Master of the
Grand Lodge of Maine, was unanimously
elected Attorney General of the State, by the
Legislature ot Maine, on the 3d of January
last, receiving the entire vote of that body—
a compliment worthily bestowed.

Qfficers of Washington Royal Arch Chap-

BgxGaL.—A rich and beautiful silver Skseld
was recently presented by the Masons of Ben-
gal, India, to Maj. Gen. James Ramsay, the
Prov. Grand Master for that Province, as a
tribute of sflection, and a memorial of their
faitbful allegiance and high appreciation of his
Masonic government. It is of solid silver and
can be used as a rose-water dish. It mea-
sures twentyseven inches in diameter. The
border represents the collar worn by the Grand
Master, and is of openwork chased silver, in
the centre of which are the armorial bearings
of Gen. Remsay. T'he group of figures com-
posing the centre of the shield. is of frosted
silver in bas relief, representing the attributes
of Masonry. In the foreground are various
tools and implements. Three different Orders
of Architccture are also shown, the signifi-
cance of which will be recognized by all Ma-

ter, Salem, Installed on the 16th J y, by
the M. E Grand High Priest, James Kim.
ball :—

H. H. F. Whittemore, High Priest; Wm,
Thoradike, King ; Michael J. Doak, Scribe;
George W. Sargent, C. H ; Wm. M. Batch-
elder, P. 8 ; Alonzo C. Blethen, R. A. C.;
John G. Dudley, Dana Z Smith, and Daniel
H. Jewett, M. of Veils; Alve Kendall, Treas-
urer; Henry A. Brown, Secretary; Addison
Goodhue, S. 8. ; Jonathan Davis, J. 8.; Ed-
ward Rea, Tyler.

ImposiTion.—We invite the attention of the
authorities of the Grand Lodge of New Hamp-
shire to the notice of their proceedings on a
preceding page, and especially to that part
which points out an apparent imposition put
upon them by a person falsely pretending to
be a Past Grand Master of Masons in tbis
Commonwealth,

Godey's Lady's Book for February is a su-
perb aumber, both in its matter and embelish-
ments. The steel plate, a “ Snow Storm,” is
& gem of itself and worth half the subscrip.
tivn price of the volume. The work should
be in every family, not only as a means of
improvement, but of refinemeat.

sons. The whole desigu is spirited, and the
ion is in the highest styleof art. The
cost was 400 guineas, about $1000.

M azonic PRESEXTATION.—AL & meeting of
Merrimack Lodge of F. and A Masons, at
Haverhill, held on Wednesday evening, Jan.
1, R. T. Slocomb, Esq., was presented witha
¢ Past Master's Jewel,' asa New Year's Gift,
by the members of the Lodge. The presenta-
tion (xays a Haverhill paper) was made by
Rev. C. H. Seymour, in a speech of much elo-
quence and beauty, and was appropriately re-
sponded to by Brother Slocomb in bis usual
ofi-hand and ready meaunner. Brother Slo-
comb has presided as Master of Merrimack
Lodge for the last three years, with dignity
and ability ; and this token of the esteem of
his Brethren is a well-deserved tribute to his
fidelity and »kill in the science of Freema-
sonry.

How many disputes arise out of trifles!
And how greatly would they be diminished if
every one would deliberately ask himself this
question—whether is it better to sacrifice a
point which is of no value, or to loose a friend
more precious than rubies?

To detect and expose impertinent curiosity
is the duty of every honest man, as well as
the genuine Mason.




THE POCKET TRESTLE-BOARD, o

[

AND

DIGEST OF MASONIC LAW.

At the request of Brethren interested in preserving the purity of [th’é"WOnx,
and maintaining uniformity of PRacTicE in.the Lodges, the undersigned has pre-
pared a Pocker Epition of the Trestre-Boarp, particularly adapted to aid in
the acquirement of a correct knowledge of the RiTuaL, and submits it as a TexT-
BOOK, In all respects in strict confurmity with the LecTores of ancient Craft
Masonry, as tanght in the oldest and best Lodges in this country gince the year
1805 ; and as being, also, wholly free from the corruptions of modern charlatan-
ism and itinerant lecturers.

Appended to, and making a part of the Manual, is a carefully prepared and
comprehensive DicesT of the Laus of the Lodge, which, it is believed, will be
found to be of great practical value, not only to the officers, but to the individual
members of the Lodge, who may avail themselves of its teachings. And if
placed in the hands of every candidate, at his initiation, it is not to be doubted
that his ability for usefulness would be thereby materially increased.

The work is neatly bound in the pocket-book (tuck) forin; and in cambric,
with stiff covers. The price for those bound in tuck, is sizty cents a single copy,
or six dollars (86.00) a dozen ;—for those bound in cambric, fifty-cents a single
copy, or five dollars and fifty cents ($5.50) a dozen.

t is believed that at the above prices, and in view of the amount of matter
given, and the practical usefulness of the work, it is the cheapest, as it is one of
the most reliable, Masonic Manuals ever offered to the Fraternity.

Orders fos the work can be sent directly to the undersigned, or Clark, Austin &
Smith, New York—1J. B. Lippincott & Co. and Moss & Bro., Philadelphia—J. C.
Morgan & Son, New Orleans—W. B. Keen, Chicago, Ill. ; or through any of
the ilrge book-houses in the principal cities,—it can also be sent by mail at a

postage of 3 cents a copy. .
CHARLES W. MOORE, Grand Secretary,
Boston, March 25, 1861. Fieemasons’ Hall, Boston.

RECOMMENDATIONS,

“ Tur Pocker TrEsTLE-BoarD,” by R. W. Brother CuarLes W. Moork, Grand Sectre-
tary, will, in the opinion of the undersigned, entirely meet the object which led to its com-
pilation, in furnishing 10 the Fraternity, in a compact and convenient form, the means of
acquiring and imparting a correct knowledge of the Rituat, as sanctioned by the Grand
Locige of Massachusetts. The Dicest or Masonic Law we regard as an addition of great
value. We therefore cordially recommend the work to tbe favor of the Brethren (both
teachers and learners) of the Masonic Institution.

B. F. Nourse 2 Grand Lecturers of the

1 P. Szavsy, Grand Lodge of Massachusctts.
Boston, Feb. 20, 1861.

Boaston, Feb. 21, 1861.
A Dicest oF Masonic Law, by Brother Cuarres W. Moork, needs no other recom-
mendation than his own name.
If, hawever, the official positions held by the undersigned are considerod as attaching any
additional value to their opinions, or additicnal importance to their indorsement of the work,
hey most cordially give it the henefit of both, and recommend it to all the Fraternity, espe-
yjaily to the Masons of this jurisdiction, as emphatically a correct, useful, and valuable

#lanual,
Winstow Lewis, P. G. M.
Joun T. HEarp, P. G. M.
Wwu. D. Cooripae, Grand Master.

I take great pleasure in recommending the above little work to all the Lodges and Brethren
in this jorisdiction, as admirably calculated to promote an accurate knowledge of the Rituat.

[Turn over.



As a reliable text-hook of Masoxic Law, 1t should be in the hands of every initiate, and
may be profitably studied by every Brother desirous o‘l"vperfecling himself in Masonic culture.
w. D. Cooripae, G. Master
Boston, Marck 19, 1861. ) of G. L. of Massachuselts.

Boslon, March 26th, 1861.
My Deag Sia,—I was this morning favored with the gift of a neatly bound copy of your

“ Trestle-Board and Digest,” for which please accept my acknowledgements. X
tis even a helter and more useful work than I supposed it to be when I gave it the ‘‘in-
orsement” which is printed under the head of * recammendations ?  The ¢ Digest” will be
-yery useful to Masters of Lodges, and, in fact, to all who desire to know the exact Masonie

law.or questigns of frequent occurrence In the government of Leodges.
. Very fraternally yours,

To Cnarrzs W. Moore, Esq. Joun T. HearD.

[LFrom R. W. Bro. Wm. T. Bain, Grand Secretary of N. C.l

« I received a few days since your Trestle-Board and Digest, for which you will accept ot
{ ¥ g h ;
my warmest thanks. Itis certainly a valuable compilation of Masonic Law, and it shou d
be purchased Liy every Mason who may feel disposed to hecome acquainted with the Work

and Lectures of Ancient Craft Maronry. 1 wish you much success in the sale of your
valuable little Manual.”

{From the Boston Post.}

Moors’s PockET Tagstx-Boarp anp Digest —The Pocket Trestle-Board and Practical
Digest of the Laws of Aucient Masonry, written and published by Charles W. Moore, G.
Lodge of Massachusetts. We have been greatly pleased with an inspection of this liule
volume, which certainly desarves the title of nu,;uu tn parvo, 88 well as any book we have
ever seen. To all members of the Masonic Order it must prove invaluable, and the almost
minute compactness of the form renders it  convenient pocket companion. A full and clear
index—that most useful adjunct of all hooks—is prefized to the Laws, and the volume clotes
with a complete list of all the Lodges under the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts.

[From the Saturday Evening Gazelle, Boston.}

The Pocket Trestle-Board and Digest is the title of a neat little Masonic work, prepared
by C. W. Maore, Grand Secretary of the Massachuselts Grand Lodge. It may be carried
in the pocket, but it contains a grest deal of inforination useful to those progressing in the
degrees, besides a digest of Masonic Law that must prove valuable to the entire {raternity.

[From the Bunker Hill Aurora, Charlestown.]

Masoxic Manvar.—C. W. Moore, Esq., has just published a new Masonic Manua! of
miniature size, intended for individual use, and convenient Lo he carried in the pocket. Itis
what Masons call a * Trestle-Bourd,” and includes an outline of ** Masonic work,” in the
ceremonies and proceedings of a Lodge. It is otherwise called the © Ritual,” and contains,
in abridgement, all that is ever writlen or printed of the work of Masons in the Lodge
room, or on pub’lic occasions. Added to this 1s a full and mmprehensive Digest of _Masonic
Law—a new and very important portion of the work, which has been prepared with great
carefulness by the accomplished author.

With this brief stutement of the characteristics of the volume, to the fraternity, no further
word of remark is necessary. It is mare complete and perfect and comprehensive, in design
and execution, than any similar work ever published, and will have a beneficial influence
on the institution for all the future of its existence, principally because it will promote
cieney and uniformity in the work, and furnishes the Lodges a more exact and definite
code of laws for their government.

The volume comprises eighty pages in small type, printed‘on fine paper, tastefully exe-
cuted and bandsomely bound, and is a gem of a book externally as well as in respect to its
contents. It is the condensation of knowledge and experience in Masonic affairs, and has
cost the author much more labor than the size of the volume would indicate. If there was
evera manual or volume to which the motto “multum in parvo” could be truthfully applied,
it is to this little book, and we are of oEinion, for reasons already indicated, thal the fra
ternity of this country are under great ol ligations to their learned Brother for offering o0
them, as Lodges and as individuals, this valuable memorial of his intelligence and taste.

BENT & BUSH, ‘
MANUFACTURERS AND DEALERS

RASOTAE RBOAREA,

Corner of Court and Washington streets,

BOSTON.

.
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Norics is ben};{ gieven, that a Quarterly Communication of the M. W. Grand Lodge of
Massachusetts, will be held at Faxmasons’ HaLr, corner of ‘I'remont and Boylston Sireets,
Boston, on WEDNESDAY, the 13th day of March, current, at two o’clock, P. M., for the
transaction of such business as shall regularly come before it.
The Oflicers and Members of the Grand Lodge, Masters, Wardeas and Proxies. of Lodges,
and all others concerned, will take due notice thereof and govern themselves accordingly.
Boston, March 1, 1862. CHARLES W. MOORE, Grand Secrtary.

Grany Ehapter of SMassachusetts.

Notice is hereby given, that a Stated Communication of the M. E. G. R. A,
Cuapter of Massachusetts, will be held at Freemasons’ Hall, corner of Tremont and
Boylston streets, Boston, on Tuzspav, the 11th day March, inst., at 10 o clock, A.M.,
for the transaction of such business as shall regularly come beforo it.

Officers and Members of the Grand Chapter, Representatives and Proxies of Chap-
ters, and all others interested, will take due notice and govern themselve: accord-
ngly. Per order G. H. P,

%onon. March 1, 1862. THOMAS WATERMAN, G Sec'y.

THE TRESTLE-BOARD
Is for sale by A. Williams & Co., No. 100 Washington street. Also by A.
W. Dollard, 8 Court street ; Crosby & Nichols, 117 Washington street, and Small
& Co., 155 Washington street.
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MASONRY:
THE MEANS AND MEASURES OF ITS INFLUENCE
AND OPERATION.

ALTHOUGH, some years ago, when a wicked and most malicious per-
secution was excited against Masonry by certain political intriguers and
ignorant fanatics, for their own unworthy ends, we were at some pains to
explain the fundamental principles of our OrDER, and the sphere of its
operation—many recent circumstances have tended to convince us, that
there is & necessity for reverting to these topics at the present time, as
much for the information of our younger Brethren, as for the purpose of
preserving the public mind against a re-entrance of those erroneous ideas,
which our enemies are always very ready to circulate. Our ORDER, as
we have recently shown, has gained immensely in strength, influence and
numbers, within the last few years, and now, by means of its Lodges in
the Army, is likely to exercise a most beneficial and ameliorating influence
amid the sufferings of the dire Civil War, whose end is, we trust, now
rapidly approaching. These facts render it all the more important, that
all our Brethren should have a very clear and distinct idea of the exact
limits and extent of Masonic duty and power, and that opponents should
be deprived of all ground for misrepresenting these, or for attributing to
Masonry designs and deeds, which are quite foreign to its fundamental
principles. Though the spirit of malice and persecution, that once as-
sailed us, has teen quelled and abashed into silence, it is still by no means
uncommon to hear insinuations of ulterior designs, made by the captious
and the ill natured, when the prosperity and growth of our Order are allu-
ded to ; and, on the other hand, among our younger and more enthusias-

17



130 MASONRY—AN INFLUENCE,

tic Brethren, there are often exhibited an ardor and eagerness to * be doing
something,” shown in such expressions as these—‘* Why cannot we all
combine in some great and effective measure ?”” * Of what use are our
power and wealth and influence, if we cannot do something at such a cri-
sis as this >’ Now, we must be forgiven for saying, that these utterances
of an impatient ardor, however stimulated by the best and noblest of mo-
tives, are quite as baseless and unreusonable as the ill-patured insinuations
of adversaries. They both equally start from a wrong idea of the very
nature of Masonry: and the fostering of such erroneous notions would
tend to encourage the very errors and excesscs committed by the Carbo-
nari of Italy in 1819, by which—though most unjustly—much reproach
was for a long time reflected upon our ORDER, simply because the desire
of freedom for their Fatherland, and hatred of the Austrian tyranny, in-
duced several of our Italian Brethren to join the ranks of the Carbonari.
That Society was in fact purely a political one, organized for the purpose
indicated, of freeing ltaly from Austrian domination, but the Papual Pow-
er, always, since the medieval ages, adverse to Freemasonry, exerted iself
in no ordinary degree to cast the odium of the one Body upon another, to
whose dearest principles all such political interferences, and indeed all in-
subordination to the Constituded Authorities, is directly opposed. When,
in fact, either friends or foes speak of Masoury as a  Power,” they use
a misnomer. Masonry is not a * Power,” in the ordinary acceptation of
the word, but what, for want of a better term, we must call an ** Influence.”
This definition may not be so clear or accurate, as we could desire, but
we trust to make our meaning sufficiently intelligible to all candid minds.
We have already referred to the Carbonari of Italy, whose organization
directly aimed at the overthrowing of one political power, and as a con-
sequence, the substitution of another in its stead. Such an organization
involved, as a primal principle, the possession and exercise of Power—
a power too, whether originating in just and honorable motives or not, in
direct hostility to the existing or constituted Power ; in other words, a po-
litical and revolutionary power. With all due reserve and reverence we
would take an illustration—if we may be permitted to compare small
things with great—from a higher and holier source. Christianity, whether
we regard it in its original purity and simplicity, as given to the world by
Our Saviour and his Apostles, or as it exists now in all Protestant Com-
munities, must be regarded as an *“influence” rather than a *¢ power.”
It did not, and does not, claim to control and coérce men by the applica-
tion of law and force, by any “ bills of pains and penalties,” but solely
and simply to convince the mind by reason, and to win the heart by the
practical proofs of its charity and benevolence. Such was the nature of
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the Constitution of the Church of Rome, while it still remained a pure
Christian Church : but when earthly ambition and the desire of temporal
sovereignty led to the union of regal dominion with the religion of the
Saviour, then that Church became a * Power,” and no longer an * oflu-
ence” merely. Some of the remarks of the historian Gibbon, in refer-
ence to the donation of the patrimony of St. Peter, indirectly illustrate
this: * The gratitude of the Carlovingians was adequate to these obliga-
tions, and their names are consecrated, as the saviors and benefactors of
the Roman Church. Her ancient patrimony of farms and houses was
transformed by their bounty into the temporal dominion of cities and
provinces : and the donation of the Exarchate was the first-fruits of the
conquests of Pepin. In this transaction, the ambition and avarice of the
Popes have been severely condemned. Perhaps (?) the humility of a
Christian priest should have rejected an earthly Kingdom, which it was
not easy for him to govern, without renouncing the virtues of his profession.
Perhaps a faithful subject, or even a generous enemy, would have been
less impatient to divide the spoils of the Barbarian ; and, if the Emperor
had entrusted Stephen (the sovereign of Lombardy) to solicit in his name
the restitution of the Exarchate, I will not absolve the Pope from the re-
proach of treachery and falsehood. The splendid donation however was
granted in supreme and absolute dominion, and the world beheld, for the
first time, a Christian Bishop invested with the prerogatives of a temporal
prince—the choice of magistrates, the exercise of justice, the imposition
of taxes, and the wealth of the palace of Ravenna. In the disposition of
the Lombard Kingdom, the inhabitants of the Duchy of Spoleto sought a
refuge from the storm, shaved their heads after the Roman fashion, de-
clared themselves servants and subjects of St. Peter, and completed, by
this voluntary surrender, the present circle of the ecclesiastical state.
That mysterious circle was enlarged to an indefinite extent, by the ver-
bal or written donation of Charlemagne, who, in the first transports of his
victory, despoiled himself and the Greek Emperor of the cities and isl-
ands, which had formerly been annexed to the Exarchate.”

The application of these remarks of the historian is too plain to require
our dwelling further upon them, nor do we adopt the illustration in any
sectarian or polemical spirit : our desire is only to show that the ¢ Influ-
ence” of the Roman Christian Church, by a strange paradox, was at once
elevated and degraded into a ¢ Power”—a power which has, we believe,
been the prolific parent of weakness and corruption.

The celebrated Order of the Knights ‘I'emplars occurs to our mind as a
striking instance of a powerful organization, which, founded originally by
King Baldwin the 2d, in 1118, upon sound principles and with good mo-
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tives, subsequently renounced the purer and more proper sphere of * [n-
fluence” for the more ambitious and less pure arena of * Power.” From
being soldiers of the Cross, devoted to lives of valor and Christian vir-
tue, that body degenerated into a haughty, ambitious and grasping coali-
tion, which made the influence of its high prestige the cloak and the pre-
text for avarice and luxury, and the exercise of a * power” often more
than kingly ; and, which at lengeth, by its usurping insolence, brought
down upon its own head the avenging wrath of the European princes, and
its final destruction by the merciless hand of Philip of Valois, in 1342.
We may have little sympathy with that bitter spirit of persecution, which
avenged the former pride and presumption of the Order, by the burnings
and hangings, of which we read so frequently in the history of the 14th
century ; and the fate of the last Grand Master of the Order leads us, al-
most insensibly, to 1ake part with him, who, whatever the errors and evils
of his Brethren, exhibited the patience of a Christian martyr united to
the valor of the undaunted warrior. A calm and candid study of history
must convince us that Philip was an unprincipled and rapacious monarch ;
that Pope Clement was little better than the mean and miserable tool of
his tyrannic will, and that the charges made against the Templars were
monstrously exaggerated by prejudice and passion, while the proofs of
guilt, based upon confessions extracted by torture, were not such as would
ever satisfy any impartial mind. In fine, we may allow that the condem-
nation of the Templars was effected by unjust meauns, and upon other
charges than those, in which their real guilt lay : but there is no conceal-
" ing or ignoring the fact, thut they had fallen away greatly from the purity
and simplicity of their original institution : and, what is alone to our pur-
pose, that they had allowed the temptations of political * power* and a
grasping ambition, to take the place of that * influence’” which was the
legitimate and original foundation of their claim to the respect and esteem
of their contemporaries.

The Fraternity of the Jesuits is another remarkable instance of an or-
ganization, which, starting from a religious basis, arrived at, and obtained,
a marvellous degree of ** Power’”—power to which the princes and poten-
tates of Europe were compelled, for a long series of years, to bow in
helpless submission. An historic sketch of the rise and progress of that
remarkable Order might, indeed, had we space for it, better serve to illus-
trate our view of this possession and exercise of Power by self-constituted
associations, than almost any other example that we could adduce. We
can only, however, allude briefly to the leading points, the * summa fas-
tigia rerum,” leaving our readers to fill up this frame-work for them-
selves ; nor will they find it an unprofitable or uninteresting study. Ig-
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natius Loyola, the founder of the Order, was first a page in the Court of
Ferdinand V. of Spain, and afterwards an officer in his army. He was
still quite a young man, and during his defence of Pampeluna against the
French, in 1521, he received a severe and dangerous wound, which be-
came the cause of a long and tedious confinement. His amusement, du-
ring this bitter period of inaction and suffering, was derived almost entirely
from the perusal of Spanish legends of the Saints, and other similar
works, by which his fancy was completely seized—the superstitious de-
votion of his character excited ; and, as the natural result, on his recov-
ery he renounced the world and all its pomps and pleasures ; made a for-
mal visit to the shrine of the Virgin at Montserrat, and, on the 24th of
March, 1622, laid his arms on her altar, and vowed himself her knight.
Arrayed in the garb of a pilgrim he then went to Mauresa, and devoted
himself to a life of penance and humility, and to deeds of benevolence,
which won for him wide renown. We next read of his determination to
make a pilgrimage to the Holy Land, and of his travelling to Barcelona,
a poor, begging, sincere, and most resolute ascetic,—of his sailing thence
to Rome to obtain the blessing of the Pope, Adrian the 6th, and of his
arrival at last at Jerusalem, in September, 1523. Remaining there but a
brief period, he returned, by way of Venice and Genoa, to Barcelona,
where, at the age of thirtythree, he vigorously set himself to the acquisi-
tion of the Latin language. Two years afterwards we find him removing
to Alcala in order to make himself master of Philosophy, as well as to
escape from a dangerous hostility, which he had provoked by his ex-
posure of, and attempt to reform, some disorders in a convent of nuns at
Barcelona. His peculiarities of thought and address soon made him an
object of suspicion at Alcala, and the Inquisitior charged him with witch-
craft ; warned, threatened, imprisoned, and finally dismissed him. The
indomitable student, however, was not to be crushed by such assaults as
these : he repaired to Salamanca, where he met with very similar treat-
ment. * Little,” observes one of his biographers, * did those Inquisitors
dream of the power that slumbered in that strange und self-denying re-
cluse.”

Leaving Spain, Loyola proceeded to Paris, in 1528, and began to study
there in the lowest classes of the University, with the deepest humility,
begging for his daily sustenance, and not seldom startling his friends by

- his strange and mystical exhortations. Several young men were attracted
by his zeal and devotion, and became virtually his proselytes; two of
them taking up their abode with him, of whom one afterwards became
famous as Francis Xavier, the apostle of India. The hearts of these com-
panions in prayer and penance were on fire for the conversion of the



134 MASONRY—AN INFLUENCE,

world, and they took solemn vows of chastity, poverty, and entire conse-
cration to the Church, in the subterranean Chapel of the Abbey of Mont-
martre—a strange and striking scene, to which the subsequent power and
progress of the Order lent n deep and vivid interest ! At length these de-
voted companions, now ten in number, agreed to leave Paris and to meet
at Venice in January, 1537. Having resolved to visit Jerusalem, they
went to Rome to obtain the Papal blessing, and then returned to Venice,
with the design of embarking for the Holy Land. A war with the Turks,
however, frustrated this intention, and their enthusiasm was in the mean-
time exercised in various other forms of effort. Rome became their head-
quarters, and Loyola now conceived, or more probably matured, the idea
of founding an ORrDER, to be devoted to the very work in which he and
his fellows were so ardently engaged. A careful comparison of the en-
thusiasm and purity, however alloyed by superstition, of the earlier career
of Loyola and his companions, with the dangerous and illegal height of
power to which that Order soon attained, will aptly illustrate the tenor of
our remarks. ‘The nature and plans of the Institution were sketched out,
and submitted to the Pope, Paul IIl., who, under certain limitations, con-
firmed it on the 27:h of September, 1540 ; a day and deed destined to
have a mighty influence on the after history of Europe! The limitations
were subsequently withdrawn, Loyola became president of the Order,
and remained at Rome to direct and stimulate its efforts.

Thus sprung up the OrpER of the JEsuiTs, the mightiest, by far, of all
the kindred institutions of the Church of Rome—an Order representative
of ¢ Power,” which more than once, in after years, shook to their basis
the firmest thrones in Europe. That Order increased with such rapidity,
that, at the death of its founder, it consisted of more than a thousand
members, possessed one hundred religious houses, and had parcelled out
the world, from Spain to India and Brazil, into twelve provinces, for the
more effective prosecution of its labors. Had the Brotherhood continued
to confine its efforts to the propagation of Christianity, as they understood
it, however we might dissent from much of its principles and practice, we
might rather have selected it as an example—and & most remarkable one—
of the * Influence™ of one great and energetic spirit communicating itself
with a marvellous and magic power 10 a vast association of kindred minds;
but the Jesuits, perhaps as a necessity, arising from the temporal power
of the Papacy, soon began to take part, very actively, in the political in-
trigues of the Courts and Councils of Europe, and thenceforth identified
themselves and their objects with unlawful ‘“ Power.” Asto Loyola,
himself, we must acknowledge, that his was a self-sacrificing fanaticism,
and his life, in every sense, a spiritual knighthood, undaunted by danger ;
unshaken by persecution ; unawed by any form of trial and suffering, in
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the cause of his devotion. His labors were soon appreciated by his
Church, and the SociETy of Jesus became a mighty engine, before whose
““ Power” not only temporal princes, but the Popes themselves were more
than once forced to bow ! Its secrecy, from first to last—and it still ex-
ists in our midst—has delied investigation ; and its unscrupulous means
have only been surpassed by the devoted spirit of its members. It has
been well observed by some writer, that ¢ Luther and Loyola represent
progress and check, march and countermarch, action and reaction, in the
same epoch of the ecclesiastical world.”

Here then we have a grand instance of a society claiming and exercis-
ing * Power” in the most extensive meaning of the word ; an exercise,
which must always, we hold, be illegal, unchristian, and, nationally re-
garded, unconstitutional. Of such claims and such usurping action, Ma-
soNRY knows, and can know, nothing. Our ORrDER is based upon princi-
ples of benevolence, of brotherly love, of loyalty, and of obedience to
the * powers that be.”” No man, who is false to any of these great prin-
ciples, can any longer lay claim to the title of Masox. * Influence,”
then, is all that we aspire to, or have the means of exercising ; and if we
are true to our principles, we shall not only be perfectly content with that
sphere of effort, but recognize the deep and enduring wisdom which has
rested our Institution on so tirm and rock-like a foundation. We can,and
we are bound to, exercise that ¢ Influence” for the moral, intellectual,
spiritual and temporal benefit of our Brethren of every rank, and race,
and clime, without distinction of politics, party, or religion. And surely,
in a world so full of sorrow and of suffering as this, no greater or more
glorious field of exertion could be offered to any man or Brotherhood of
men! While others may wrangle and contend for the possession of
earthly pomp and * Power,” our ¢ Influence,” uncaptivated and unseduced
by these gauds and vain shows of the transient and the temporal, claims
for itself the loftier and brighter realm of that CRARITY, which is ETER-
NaL—which ever lives, and moves, and acts in the solemn and sanctified

conviction that
¢ All mankind are brothers,
Our God their Father too!”

,

Tap Cuier ConservaTor’s Wxss-Preston Rituar.—We return our thanks to
R. W. Bro. , a Past Grand Officer of Illinois, for the Chief Conservator’s se-
cret work. The book contains 135 pages, is well arranged, and is accompanied by
a ** Vocabulary,” which enables any one, Mason or otherwise, to read it. We are
also in possession of ** A Digest of the Reguiations of the Association,” and other im-
{ortlnl documents, which we may feel compelled hereafter to give our readers the

enefit of, especially as we do not believe * Its aims are holy, and the blessing of
God will not be wanting if we,” (the Conservator and his aids,) * work in faith.”
*“The Conservator's Era” is a novelty in the way of almanac making.—N. Y.
Saturday Courier.
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STROLLS AMONG THE WORKMEN.
NoO. 9.
Dear BroTHER Moore—

I TRINE you act wisely in repudiating all responsibility for the opinions of your
correspondents. If you should select from the budget only those which coincide
with your views, others would probably be rejected deserving a more deliberate
consideration. A diligent invesligation of any subject is profitable. It is impos-
sible to trammel the mind; thoughts shoot out meteor like ; not at random, but
to a given point; not in flashes, but with a steady penetrating light, making their
impress deep and lasting upon the mind. So long as we find men with minds
of different structure and differently tutored, so long may we expect to find a
dissimilitude of ideas and impressions. Even where the same object is to be
obtained, it is often reached through various, and sometimes opposite channels.
Hence it seems judicious, at least, to let every phase of a subject appear, be the
medium what it may. As it is, many of our industrious Crafismen, who are in
search of light, find themselves bewildered in perplexing labyrinths, in conse-
quence of the imperfect manner in which they have been instructed in the usa-
ges and principles of the Institution.

In a former communication I have said, that it is the duty of every Mason to
keep inviolate Masonry’s land-marks, which give foundation 1o the Order, and so
far as may be practicable, to retain the old form of ritual and Lodge government.
It is our duty to do so, regardless of the peculiar spirit of the age in which we
live. We are necessarily brought into contact with notions azd opinions as vari-
ous as the tints of the rainbow ; and if they are not all equally beautiful and har-
monious, they are, for the most part, set forth with an equal honesty of purpose.
We may, then, safely and with propriety give them a careful and impartial ex-
amination, while we need only adopt such as accord with our own judgment and
sense of duty. As no one else is responsible for my opinions, and as they carry
with them no authority, and no weight beyond their own force and the truths
they convey, I may, without presuming too much, venture my views in regard
to the peculiarities of Freemasonry and its principles, even though phases be pre-
sented in old vsages and discipline hitherto unnoticed by the Craft.

From what I have gathered during my rambles about the Temple, it seems to
me that many of the Brethren err in what constitutes an offence, for which the
Master of a Lodge may be tried, and the tribunal competent to take cognizance
of a simple moral offence. Instances have occurred in which parties have sus-
tained irreparable injury, through the instrumentality of newly installed Grand
officers, who have failed td discriminate in these particulars. However, these
blunders do not often occur ; when they do, the recoil is likely to come back up-
on the officer, who expases an ignorance of Masonic discipline wholly incom-
patible with the position he occupies. But these errors are not confined to the
ignorant. There are instances in which better informed Masons entertain such
acute sensibility regarding the peculiarities of a Master’s relationship to his
Grand Lodge, that they are often led away, by their fastidious notions, into the
same mistakes.

A Master may be tried by the Grand Lodge for malfeasance in office, and for
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some other strictly Masonic offences, but he cannot be made amenable for social
and personal immoralily ; neither can a Grand Lodge exercise original jurisdic-
tion over cases where the offender can be tried by his own Lodge. Nor can it,
under any circumstances, inflict a degree of punishment exceeding a suspension
from office, or expulsion from its own body. At the end of which term he may
be tried by his Lodge for any moral offence committed while in office, but not
for any official act. The funclions of a Grand Lodge are variously estimated, and
are limited to a greater or less degree, according to the views of the Brethren in
their respectivs localities. They possess certain inherent rights of which they
cannot be deprived ; some of these, however, have been given up and resigned
into the hands of subordinate Lodges. Their judicial powers consist in setling
matters of controversy which may arise between subordinate Lodges, or between
the members of different Lodges, and the enforcement of discipline upon its own
members and the Lodges under its juiisdiction, and upon individual Masons. Tts
appellate powers embrace all matters of controversy and discipline, arising in
Lodges, and over which it has not original jurisdiction.

I find in the printed transactions of the Grand Lodge of New York, that there
was an altempt made to force the body to assume original jurisdiction in the case
of a Past Master, who was a member of the Body,and who was brought up
there upon some alleged offence. Upon mature reflection, the case was sent to
his Lodge by the following resolution, which clearly sets forth the doctrine, that
a Grand Lodge cannot properly exercise original jurisdiction in the trial of Breth-
ren who are amenable to, and can be tried by, their Lodge :—

“ Resolved, That this Grand Lodge ought not 1o exercise original jurisdiction
fo try a member of a subordinate Lodge who is in good standing, and who is not
acting in hostility to the Order, Constitution and jurisdiction of this Grand Lodge,
for any Masonic offence against this Grand Lodge, when such member is subject
totrial by the subordinate Lodge to which he belongs.”

If a Grand Lodge, then, has not original jurisdiction for the trial of Masons
amenable to their own Lodge, where is the line drawn which brings offenders
within the scope of its judicial jurisdiction? It is certain that there are some
parties who are within its judiciary limits, and over whom it holds a control, and
some offences which are obnoxious to its laws ; I should judge, that to bring it
within the cognizance of the Grand Lodge, it must be a simple Masonic, or an
official offence, or for indecorum in presence of the Grand Lodge.

Although I may believe that a Master is not accountable to the Grand Lodge for
his moral conduct, I am very far from sympathizing with the views of those who,
in my estimation, possess a morbid sensibility regarding his prerogatives.
There is no doubt but that he is clothed wiih powers sufficiently ample to pre-
vent encroachments upon his own privileges, as well as innovations upon the
nsages and customs of the Order; but in their anxiety to attribute to the office
all that it is entitled to, the Brethren exceed the limits circumscribed by the
rules of the Institution, and accord to it powers belonging more appropriately to
an gulocrat. The Masler of a Lodge holds an important position; he hasa
special charge of a body of Masuns, in some instances equaling in numbers
some Grand Lodges. He is elevated to that post by the free sufferages of his
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Brethren, and is presumed 1o possess all the qualifications necessary for o dis-
tinguished an office, The Grand Lodge lays him onder heavy obligations to
perform his labors as a Master should do. It possesses the right of subjecting
him to Masonic discipline for a neglect of any duties imposed by the office, and as
he is not amenable 10, nor can be tried by his own Lodge for any offence, either
moral or Masonic, the Grand Lodge holds him personally responsible for his
official faithfulness, and the constitutional working of his Lodge ; but I know of
no rule, either written or anwritten, that makes him amenable to any power for
his moral conduct. In maintaining these views I do not mean to convey the
idea that a Master cannot be suspended from office by the Grand Master should
his conduct be such us to bring a reproach upon the Institution. But should this
power be exercised it would be one of thuse extreme cases which receives its
justification alone, from its enormity, and a necessity for its immediate notice.

There is evidently a similarity between the preiogatives of a Grand Master and
those of a Master. The limits of the one embrace a State jurisdiction, while the
other is confined within the pale of a subordinate Lodge,—but both possess
absolute power within their respective jurisdictions. They are both responsible
to the Grand Lodge for a proper fulfillment of their duties. It is true there is no
law requiring a Grand Master to answer for delinquencies, either social or official,
while a Master finds one to bring him forthwith to the bar for a violation of the
latter offence; nor may a formal enactment ever become necessary to meet the
case of a Grand Master’s short comings. It is a significant fact, and as gratula-
tory as it is remarkable, that of thuse who have been exalted to the zenith of
Masonic official glory, no one, either in this or in any other country—ihat I am
aware of —has so demeaned himsell as to require an especial act of degradation
at the hands of his Brethren. Some may have transcended their powers aud
others descended to acts unbecoming their lofty position, but so far, the Craft
have never deemed it necessary 1o take any steps, either to degrade their Grand
Master or to defend themselves from usurpation or tyranny. That they never
have done so, is no reason why a case may not arise making it imperative upon
the Craft to resort to it. But whether there should be or not, it is evidently in
their power to do so. This right is also established from the fact, that it is the
custom, in some Grand Lodges, for a standing committee to report upon the
acts of the Grand Master for the past year—I have seen from that source com-
mendalory resolutions. If they can approve they can coademn.

Although a Grand Master may not be brought under discipline, the same
privilege does not extend to other Grand officers, not excepting Deputy Grand
Masters ; all may be arraigned for an offence committed in their official ca-
pacity, unless they are acting under a special order from the Grand Master.
They and the Master and Wardens of a subordinate Lodge may be suspended
from office, for the time being, at the will and pleasure of the Grand Master.
But it is doubtful whether either of them can be tried by the Grand Lodge for a
purely moral offence.

As I have extended these remarks to the usual length of a number, I will re-
serve for the next, what I conceive to be the offences for which a Master can be
tried by a Grand Lodge.

Yours, truly and fraternally, D.



FREEMASONRY IN SCOTLAND. 139

FREEMASONRY IN SCOTLAND.

Trax Grand Lodge of Scotland celebrated the festival of St. Andrew, thgir Qntron,
on Monday. Dec. 2d, His Grace the Duke of Atholl, G. M., being absent in France,
enjoying the hospitality of the French Emperor.

he Grand Lodge was opened by the Depute Grand Master, when the office
bearers were installed.

After the installationt, he Grand Lodge proceeded to the Hall to celebrate the day,
when two hundred and fifty members sat down to the banquet. .

During the evening the following song, composed by Bro. James Ballantine,
Grand Bard, was sung:

A1r—** Blythe, blythe and merry are we.’
Come gather round the cosy hearth,
And let us chant a canty lay—
For Scottish hearts, ower a’ the earth,
Are blythe upon St. Andrew's Day.
Since that gude Saint, in days o’ yore,
Led forth our sires in battle fray,
And won for Scotland deathless gloir,
A’ Scotsmen bless St. Andrew’s Day.
Come, then, brither, join wi' brither,
Lilt and sing a’ blithe and gay ;
Linked in holy love thegether,
Blessings on St. Andrew’s Day.

In every clime, in every land,
On every shore, on every sea,
Far, far frae Scotland’s rugged strand,
Are members of her millions three—
Parts of her small, but matchless band,
Men born the world to teach and sway,
All bound together heart and hand,
By Scotland and St. Andrew’s Day.
Come, then, &c.

Now France and Scotland form anew
Their league of friendship as of yore,
And in the forest of St. Cloud,
They hunt the stag and spear the boar.
And Atholl’s Lord and France's Kirg
Now twine the olive with the bay ;
While thiatles linked with lilies spring
To grace dear auld St. Andrew’s Day.
Come, then, &c.

And here within this regal hall,

With dear St. Andrew shrined on high,
We'll cherish deep the pledge we all

Have made beneath yon radient eye.
And may the holy star of love

Light up our hearts with genial ray,
And Mason aye to Mason prove

True brithers on St. Andrew's Day.

Come, then, &ec.
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THE GRAND LODGE OF NEW JERSEY.

New Jersey, Jan. 27th, 1862.

Dear Bro. Moore:—Qur Grand Lodge met in Annual Communication on
the 22nd inst., and aftcr a pleasant, calm meeting, it closed in the same spirit
of harmony which really characterized its deliberations. I like a little more
animation, an occasional dash of spice in debate. When prudently introduced,
it never leaves any evil traces. Nearly all the Lodges were represented and
the Grand Master had the gratification of delivering his most excellent Address,
(or Report as we choose to call it) to a full Lodge, and appreciative brotherhood.
His tecnicality in Masonic etiquette and suavily of manners naturally drew to-
wards him our respect and admiration. The same may be said of our indefati-
gable Grand Secretary, whose long continuance in office indicates the high esti-
mation in which he is held by the fraternity. The Grand Master’s Address
was confined principally to local matters.

The first subject of interest demanding the attention of the body, was the pe-
tition of certain Brethren for a warrant, for a Lodge, to work in the French Rile.
This was finally rejected, after a protiacted deliberation. During the considera-
tion of the subject, it was represented that there was but little or no difference
between the ritual of the French Rite and that of the York Rite, and yet the
parties interested, pertinaciously refused 1o accept a warrant, unless that peculiar
privilege was secured to them and expressed in the Warrant. The feeling of
the Grand Lodge seemed to favor the prayer, and it would have been granted,
had not the Regulations of the Grand Lodge prevented it.

It has ever been the custom in this jurisdiction to install the Officers of Lodges
working under a Dispensation. The Grand Master deeming this practice at
variance with the general usages of the Craft, and wholly inconsistent with the
teachings of the Order, omitted the cusiom, I believe, entirely during the past
year. One of our old Lodges took exceptions to this inroad upon the old cus-
toms of New Jersey, and resisted it by Resolutions, and in refusing admission to
the Master of one of these Lodges, to one of their Lodge Meetings. The Grand
Master first drew the atiention of the Grand Lodge to the subject, but it coming
also through the medium of this Lodge, seemed greatly 10 enhance its interest.
A judicious Committee, however, quietly settled the matter by cordially svstain-
ing the position taken by the Grand Master, and kindly reproving ithe Lodge,
which report met the general approval of the body.

A much more interesting question arose in the case of a Lodge being unable
—according to the views of some of the members—to fix a degree of punish-
ment upon a delinquent member, commensurate with the offence commiited.
It seems that the Master perceiving the impracticability of the Lodge ever
reaching the required number of votes necessary v punish a member, and wish-
ing to relieve the Lodge of the dilemma, assumed the responsibility of fixing
the penalty himself, and upon his ipse dizit, expelled the offender! It was this
extraordinary assumption of power which brought the case 10 the Grand Lodge,
but this was not the poiut of interest, or of any very great solicitude, as the error
was too palpable to apprehend any danger from it. T'he vital feature in the
case was rather shadowed by the subject just disposed of. The Lodge, in sub-
mitting the matter to the Grand Lodge, aimed more to correct the error of the
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Master than to draw attention to the action of the Lodge which induced it, but on
investigating the case, it naturally presented itself to the Committee and was by
them introduced in their Report, and the doctrine at the same time set forth that
the Grand Lodge has the right to enter a Lodge and exercise original judicial
jurisdiction in individual cases of moral delinquency ; of course, bringing the
case immediately to its own bar. It is the adoption of this sentiment, by the
Grand Lodge, which encircles the case with such vital consequences.

There is no doubt that this doctrine is correct, so far as it may be applica-
ble 1o Lodges for their acts, and Masters for their official conduct, but the idea of
establishing the principle that the limited precincts of our Temple may be in.
vaded, by any power, and a member of our circle violently torn from the horns
of the Altar, is repugnant to every principle of justice and of individual and
Lodge rights. In my readings of Masonic history, the impression has been left
upon my mind, that after the year 1717, when Lodges generally received a per-
manent identity by a Warrant of Constitution, that the General Assembly had
confirmed the individual Lodges in certain inherent and indefeasible rights and
privileges which are perpetuated to this day, and are a part of those things incor-
porated into the Masonic existence of every indivi