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PREFTACE.

IN the preparation of this volume, I have not aimed so much
at literary excellence as to produce a work of usefulness. The
materials for its pages were ripe in abundance ; and it has been
a work of no little difficulty to select from these contemporaries
subjects most appropriate for a History of Wisconsin, and to
group them in the order best calculated to make their presenta-
tion acceptable. In the pursuit of this end, the following
range of general subjects has been considered in the order
designated.

The opening chapters are intended to familiarize the reader
with the physical and antiquarian features of the Territory now
embraced within the limits of the State. This is not only
necessary to a better understanding of the events that have
transpired upon it, but furnishes in itself much of interest and
instruction.

The EARLY HISTORY of Wisconsin constitutes the second dis-
tinguishing feature. In this part, pains have been taken to
present a strictly chronological narrative of all the important
events in the early history of the Territory, covering a period
from its first exploration by the French down to the organiza-
tion of the Territorial Government, in 1836.

The third division of the work may be designated by a cyclo-
peedia of legislation during the administrations of each of the
governors, from Dodge to Taylor inclusive. It is believed that
the vast amount of labor which has been expended in condensing
this digest from the official documentary journals will result in.

the enlargement of useful information among the people of the
5



6 PREFACE.

State, — information tending to familiarize the citizen with the
statutory laws, as well as with the legislation by which they
were enacted. This phase of the volume includes a review of
Wisconsin’s record in the war for the Union, as also a brief
mention of the consecutive political contests that have char-
acterized the State and Territorial Governments.

The volume closes with statistical and descriptive sketches
of each county in the State, presenting at a single glance the
present condition of every county, with its facilities for future
. growth and development.

I have been assisted in the compilation of this work by
Daniel S. Durrie, Librarian of the Wisconsin State Historical
Society, especially in the legislative and war records of the
State, with which he had become familiar. I am also largely
indebted to the Collections of the Historical Society, and indi-
rectly, through these Collections, to the labors of Dr. Lyman
C. Draper, who has for more than forty years spent much time
and means annually in enlarging the usefulness of the society.

With each edition of this work, additional chapters will be
added, bringing the records down to the latest possible date,
thereby keeping pace with the march of events.

CHARLES R. TUTTLE.
MapisoxN, Wis., September, 1875,
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INTRODUCTORY.

‘WisconsiN, although not the greatest State in the Union, is among
the greatest ; and, with her present developments and vast resources,
she may be considered in most essentials as second to none. Al-
though young in years, she is by no means obscure in those events
which render history full of interest and instruction; nor have the
great industries of the State lagged in their march to prosperity.

Agriculture is and must continue to be the chief object of industry,
and the foundation of much of the wealth of the people of the State ;
but we have said so much on this great and leading industry in the
county sketches, in the latter part of this volume, that a lengthy
notice of it in this place is made superfluous.

Manufacturing, and particularly lumbering, constitute the second
great industry of the State. In fact, lumbering has so thoroughly
entered into the history of the State, that, did we not make some
mention of its rise and progress in this Introduction, the following
chapters would seem, at least in this respect, void of that complete-
ness demanded. Mr. Augustin Grignon, in his ¢ Seventy-two Years’
Recollections of Wisconsin,”” published in vol. iii. of the Collections
of the State Historical Society, says, that the earliest mill in the
present State of Wisconsin was erected by Jacob Franks, about the
year 1809. He first built a saw-mill, and then a grist-mill. They
were located on Devil River, two or three miles east of De Pere, in
the present county of Brown, and were erected for Mr. Franks by an
American named Bradley. In 1813 a brother of Mr. Grignon erected
a grist and saw mill on Reaume’s Creek, on the west side of Fox
River, about four miles above Green Bay. In 1816, after the Ameri-
cans had taken possession of that place, the government, having use
for a large quantity of lumber for buildings in the garrison and other
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fort purposes, caused a saw-mill to be built on the Fox River, at the
Little Kankalin.

The next attempt to erect a saw-mill was made by Col. John Shaw,
who, in the year 1819, proceeded up Black River to the first fall,
about six feet in descent, and erected a mill on the south-castern
bank of the stream. He had scarcely succeeded in getting it fairly
in operation, when hundreds of Winnebagoes came there in a starving
condition, and importuned him for every thing he had for eating or
wearing purposes. And he was soon left without supplies, and
returned to Prairie du Chien. The next spring he went up there
again, and found the Indians had burned the mill. Mr. Shaw then
rafted down a quantity of pine-logs he had cut the previous year.
This is believed to be the first saw-mill erected in Western Wisconsin.
During the same year, Wilfred Owens of Prairie du Chien, then con-
nected in business with the late Gov. McNair of Missouri, associated
with two other men by the name of Andrews and Dixon, built a saw-
mill on Black River, and commenced sawing lumber ; but, before they
had doné much business, the mill was burnt, supposed to have been
set on fire by the Winnebagoes. The mill was not rebuilt, owing to
the declared hostility of the Winnebagoes to it.

The next effort at lumbering, as far as can be ascertained, was
made in the year 1822, when a man by the name of Harden Perkins,
from Kentucky, eame to Prairie du Chien for the purpose of building
a saw-mill in the Indian country, and obtained permission from Major
Taliaferro, then agent for the Sioux Indians, with the consent of the
Indians, to erect a saw-mill on their land on the Chippewa River and
tributaries ; but Perkins not having the.capital to carry out his
project, or sufficient influence to obtain the permission of the Indians
to erect this mill, solicited Joseph Rolette and J. H. Lockwood of
Prairie du Chien to join him, which they did, and contracted with
Wabashaw’s band-of Sioux, who claimed the Chippewa country, for
the privilege of erecting a mill, and cutting timber for it, paying them
about one thousand dollars per year in goods, and furnished Perkins
the necessary means for the purchase. He proceeded to the Menomo-
nee River, and on a small stream running into that river, about
twenty miles above its mouth, erected a saw-mill, and had it so near
completed, that he expected to commence sawing in a very few days,
when one of those sudden freshets to which hilly countries are sub-
ject came upoa1 him, and swept away the dam, mill, and appendages ;
snd Perkins returned to Prairie du Chien with his family and hands.

Owing to ill-feeling manifested by Col. Snelling at Fort Snelling,
against Mr. Perkins in his efforts to erect and carry on his mill, and
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a hostile feeling to Mr. Rolette entertained by the colonel, Mr. Per-
kins concluded not to rebuild until he could be authorized by the
authorities at Washington. In the year 1829 permission was received
from the secretary of war to erect mills, &ec., provided the consent
of the Indians could be obtained. The contract with the Indians
was renewed, and in May, 1830, a mill-wright, superintendent, and a
proper force to build on the Chippewa River, were procured. The
first site was selected on the Menomonee River, and a canal dug across
a point of land from what is known as Wilson’s Creek. The owners
had much difficulty with some of their employees, and with the In-
dians, who were very troublesome. The mill was ready to commence
in March, 1831, and, by the 1st of June following, had sawed about
a hundred thousand feet of lumber.

Judge Lockwood, in his paper on Early Times and Events in Wis-
consin prepared for the Historical Society, gives a full account of the
difficulties encountered by those who began the lumbering business in
the State.

Prior to the efforts made in lumbering by Perkins, and in 1829,
Col. Z. Taylor, commandant at Prairie du Chien, sent a body of men
to the pineries of Menomonee River to cut logs, hew square timber,
and to make plank and shingles to be used in the construction of the
fort and its defences. The party left in seven Mackinaw boats, with
ten men in each boat, and were officered by Lieuts. L. Gale and
Gardenier, Sergeant Melvin, and J. H. Fonda of Prairie du Chien
as pilot. The latter person has given a full account of this expedi-
tion (Historical Society Collections, vol. v.). The party returned
with the timber to Prairie du Chien, after enduring much suffering
from cold weather and want of suitable provisions. Another party,
in 1829, under the charge of Lieut. Jefferson Davis, was detailed to
ascend the Mississippi in birch-bark canoes. They proceeded to the
mouth of the Chippewa River, which stream they ascended until they
came to the mouth of what is now called the Red Cedar, and ascended
some forty miles. At this point, where the thriving village of Menom-
onee now stands, and where the mammoth mills of Knapp, Stout, and
Company, are located, they disembarked and went into camp, and
began their work. The required amount of timber was cut, however,
rafted, and floated down to Prairie du Chien, and was used in the con-
struction of Fort Crawford. The following summer, it became neces-
sary to use a larger amount of timber and lumber at the fort. A similar
expedition was fitted out, except on a much larger scale; and it was
provided with every thing necessary to build a small saw-mill ; and
Lieut. George W. Garey was put in command. The party arrived
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early in the season, and stopped a month at what is now called Gilbert
Creek, where they built a dam, and erected a saw-mill. This was
known as the Government Saw-mill. It was on a small scale, having
but a single sash-saw, and a capacity of about one thousand feet per
day. The return of the party in the fall of 1830, and the reports
of the superior pine-forests on the banks of the Chippewa and its tri-
butaries, created much interest ; and Mr. Lockwood and his associates
commenced their operations as before referred to. The government
expedition, as far as we have knowledge, was not annoyed by the
Indians as those that followed, which were private enterprises.

The mill at Gilbert’s Creek, previously referred to, was placed in
charge of George Wales, an ex-lieutenant of the regular army, who
continued to conduct the business for the company until 1835 ; and,
in the mean time, the same parties had caused to be erected another
mill at Gilbert’s Creek, about a mile from the mouth. In 1835
Messrs. Street and Lockwood sold both these mills to H. S. Allen,’
with the permit of the Indians. Lieut. Wales, before referred to,
passed over to Eau Galle, and built a mill on the site where the pres-
ent mill of Carson and Rand now stands. In 1837, after the treaty
at Fort Snelling, and the cession of these lands by the Indians, a
number of persons connected with the American Fur Company,
including H. L. Dousman, Gen. Sibley, Col. Aiken, and Lyman
Warren, fitted out an expedition to erect a saw-mill at the Falls of
the Chippewa. The work of building the mill progressed slowly. A
great many unexpected obstacles impeded the undertaking. Owing
to the intense hardness of the rock in excavating the race, the mill
was a costly enterprise to all who had an interest in it.

In 1839 H. S. Allen built another saw-mill on the west side of the
Red Cedar, two miles below Gilbert’s Creek, which was rebuilt in
1841. This was the third mill owned and run by him at the same time.
In the year 1827 Col. Ebenezer Childs, with Judge J. Parnett,
received permission from the secretary of war to build a saw-mill on
the Indian lands, provided the principal Menomonee chiefs would give
their consent. This was obtained on the chiefs receiving three bar-
rels of flour per annum for the privilege. They commenced the erec-
tion of a mill twenty-six miles below Fort Howard, on the west of
Green Bay ; the partners making a contract with a party to put up
the mill, and erect a dam. When the mill was completed, word was
sent to the owners to come down and receive it. On arriving at the
building, they found the doors and windows barred and bolted, and
were told that the Indians had threatened the lives of themselves and
party, and declared they would burn the house and mill; and the
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whites had to keep guard all the time to prevent the Indians from
burning the property. They succeeded, however, in making friends
with them by feeding them when hungry, and treating them kindly.

In 1826 pine-timber was made into boards, with whip-saws, by
the United States soldiery at the building of Fort Winnebago, from
timber cut on a small island about ten miles above the Wisconsin
portage.

In the winter of 1827-28 Daniel Whitney obtained permission of
the Winnebagoes to make shingles on the Upper Wisconsin. He
employed twenty-two Stockbridge Indians, and one white man to
superintend the party; and Col. Childs was engaged to take the
party up the Wisconsin, and supply them with provisions. He con-
veyed them to the mouth of Yellow River, where he left them. On
his return, subsequently, he was informed by Major Twiggs, com-
manding officer at Fort Winnebago, that Whitney’s men must be
sent out of the country, and, if he went up the river, he would get
into trouble. Disregarding all the advice of Twiggs, Childs went up
to where the men were at work. They had made abouf two hundred
thousand shingles. Major Twiggs, not long after, sent up the Wis-
consin, and took away a part of Whitney’s shingles, and burnt the
balance. Mr. Whitney is said to have lost not less than a thousand
‘dollars by his shingle-operation, all through Twiggs’s malice. Mr.
‘Whitney, in the year 1831, obtained a permit from the war depart-
ment to erect a saw-mill, and cut timber on the Wisconsin, and built
the first mill at Whitney’s Rapids, below Point Bausse, in 1831-32.
Messrs. Grignon and Merrill obtained a similar permit, and put up a
mill at Grignon’s Rapids in 1836. These two establishments were
the pioneers in the lumbering business on the Wisconsin River. In
1836 Gov. Dodge made a treaty with the Menomonee Indians at
Cedar Point, on the Fox River ; and the Indian title was extinguished
to a strip of land six miles wide, from Point Bausse, forty miles up the
stream. This was done specially to open the country to the lumber-
men. The high price and great demand for the article quickened the
business ; and the river was explored from Point Bausse to Big Bull
Falls that year; and the occupation and claiming of the most eligible
sites quickly followed. Two mills were soon established at Grand
Rapids, one at Mill Creek, and others- on same stream; one at
McGreer’s Rapids, on the Plover; one at Conant’s Rapids (these
were built in 1837). In 1839 one at Big Bull Falls, and one at Little
Bull Falls, were put up. The Indian title to the Indian land was
extinguished in 1848. This opened the whole Upper Wisconsin coun~
try to the settler,
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Such is a brief sketch of the early efforts in the lumbering business
in Wisconsin, which might be brought down to a later period ; and it
may be proper to say the timber of Wisconsin consists of white, yel-
low, and Norway pine, rock and soft maple, nearly all the varieties
of oak, balsam-fir, white and red cedar, spruce, hemlock, ash, pop-
lar, basswood, hickory, &c. The most northern portion abounds in
those varieties most essential to the use of man ; and such is the sit-
uation of the country with respect to water-communication and rail-
roads, that nearly all parts of it may be supplied with pine-lumber at
a moderate price. The home-demand, however, is but an insignifi-
cant part of what is used, as the markets of all the States west of the
Mississippi are dependent for their supplies upon this State.

The pineries of Wisconsin may be divided into four distinct
sections. A large amount of lumber in the north-west part of the
State finds its way out through the Chippewa, the Black, the St.
Croix, and other rivers flowing into the Mississippi. The ¢ Wiscon-
sin Pinery,”’ so called, lies along the Wisconsin River, in the central
part of the State. The lumber from that region also goes out mostly
to the Mississippi market. The Wolf-river Pinery lies in the valley
of the Wolf and its tributaries. By the construction of new lines of
railroads, its lumber is now sent to the interior of the State on the
cars. The Green-bay Pinery includes all that region extending from
De Pere seven miles up to the Fox River, along both shores of the
bay, northward to the upper waters of the Esconawba, which flows
into Bay de Noquet, at the northern extremity of Green Bay. Of
this particular pinery, Hon. C. D. Robinson says, —

“Its principal lumbering-points, where mills are located, are at De Pere and
Green Bay City on the Fox River; Big Suamico, Pensaukee, Oconto, Peshtego,
Menomonee, Ford, and Cedar Rivers, on the west shore; Bay de Noquet, at the
northern extremity of the bay; Little and Big Sturgeon Bay, on the east shore;
and Chambers Island on the Bay. The whole number of mills at these points in
the year 1860 was about forty; having a total sawing-capacity of about one hundred
and thirty millions of feet per year. For several years previous, the aggregate
sawing has averaged about eighty millions of feet.”

The limits of the Wisconsin land district are, Township Fifteen to
the State line, Range Two to Eleven east inclusive. The highest
estimate of the number of acres of pinelands within the area mentioned
does not exceed two millions. The Wausau District comprises at
least one-fourth the pinelands of the State ; and, allowing two millions
of acres within that district, we have a total of eight millions of
acres. Average pine yields five thousand feet to the acre. As a grand
total, then, of the stumpage of Wisconsin, we have forty billions.
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This estimate includes a vast amount of pine-timber that can never
be utilized. And it is thus demonstrated that the entire pineries of
the State will last at least fifty years.

The city of Oshkosh is extremely well situated for the various lum
ber-interests that concentrate there. The Wolf River, with its tribu-
taries, extending through and into the counties of Oconto, Shawano,
Marathon, Waupacca, Outagamie, and Winnebago, drain a territory
of not less than three thousand square miles in extent, embracing one
of the finest pineries in the West. A gentleman who visited that
place in 1873 states the machinery then in use was capable of cutting
annually three hundred millions of feet of lumber. At that time, the
mills were running at about one-half their actual capacity, while the
shingle-mills were doing proportionally a much larger business. The
year 1873 was an unfortunate one for the lumbermen; and the
amount cut and manufactured was much reduced.

One of the important mills located in the Chippewa country is that
of the North-western Lumber Company, having a paid-up capital of
four hundred thousand dollars. This company was organized for the
facilitating and carrying-out their immense business, and is composed
of first-class business-men. The office of the company is at Eau
Claire. '

The size of their present lumber-mill (1873) is fifty-four by a
hundred and thirty-six feet, two stories high, with engine and boiler
rooms twenty-three by thirty-six feet, using four boilers and three
engines. One hundred thousand feet of lumber, thirty thousand feet
of lath, and fifty thousand shingles are cut daily. During the run-
ning-season of six months and a half, fifteen million feet of lumber
are cut; two circular and one gang of saws doing all the work, and
giving employment to a hundred and twenty men. The shingle-mill
is three stories high, and is one of the most unique and convenient
mills in the State.

The La Crosse Lumber Company have a building eighty-six by a -
hundred and fifty-six, with a capacity of manufacturing two hundred
thousand feet of lumber, sixty thousand shingles, and fifty thousand
lath in ten hours. They cut fifteen million feet of lumber per year.
The machinery is operated by two engines of six hundred and one
hundred horse-power respectively.

Reference has been made to the firm of Knapp, Stout, and Company.
This firm have three mills at Menomonee, and one at Downsville ;
own a foundery and machine-shop, several grist-mills and stores,
three steamboats. Their hog-pen costs them fifteen thousand dollars.
Twelve hundred men were on their pay-roll in 1874 ; and instead of
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the single saw, with which they first commenced business, they have
now about a hundred and fifty running in their four mills. The com-
pany own a hundred and fifteen thousand acres of the choicest pine
and hard wood lands, and thousands of acres of farming-land. Sixty
. million feet of lumber, twenty-five million shingles, and twenty
million lath and pickets were manufactured 1878-74 by the com-
pany.

The Eau Claire Lumbering Company own four mills, besides
grist-mill, store, shops, &c. They manufactured (1873) forty-five
million feet of lumber and twelve million shingles. They own three
steamboats, and give employment to about eight hundred men.
Their retail sales are about five hundred thousand dollars yearly.
The capital stock of the company is two millions of dollars.

The saw-mill of the Union Lumber Company of Chippewa Falls is
claimed to be the largest of its kind in the world ; that is, capable of
sawing more lumber than any other mill. The building is wooden,
fifty feet wide by one hundred feet long. There are four gang-saws,
each containing twenty-four saws, and capable of sawing a log a foot
and a half square into twenty-three boards in four minutes; three
rotary saws, each of which will saw a board in a minute ; one muley,
for sawing joist ; five sets of edgers, eight trimmers, two lath-mills,
one picket-mill, one header, and three slab-grinders: the latter are
used for grinding all the slabs and waste material into sawdust.
The mill has a capacity of sawing a hundred and eighty thousand feet
of lumber per day, -or fifty-five million feet per year. This year
(1875) only about thirty million feet will be sawed. Now only a
hundred and sixty men are employed in running it ; but when in full
running-capacity (night and day), three hundred men are employed.
The mill is run by water-power, ten water-wheels being used. The
lumber is rafted on the Chippewa River to the Mississippi, and
distributed at points along the river at the principal cities. Shingles
are also manufactured to a large extent. The boom-works of the
company extend up the river a distance of six miles: here the logs
are assorted, the Union Company retaining its own, and letting the
logs of the other companies pass down the river. One hundred men
are employed in the sorting of logs. The capital stock of the com-
pany is $1,500,000. Hon. Thaddeus C. Pound is president; D. M.
Peck, vice-president ; and N. Pierce, secretary. S. Bernard of New
York, Senator Wallace, and F. Coleman of Pennsylvania, are direc-
tors. In the winter, the mill is idle; and all the men go up the
river to the logging-camps, and sufficient timber is cut for the next
season.
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Among the other mills in this section may be mentioned one of
Stanley Brothers, on the Chippewa, above the falls, who manufac-
ture eight million five hundred thousand feet of lumber, and one mil-
lion five hundred thousand lath yearly. They have, also, a grist-mill
and a large store, employing about a hundred men. Jackson Phillips
has a mill at Jim’s Falls, above Chippewa Falls, cuts about five mil-
lion feet of lumber, and employs about fifty men. John Robinson’s
mill is about three miles below Chippewa Falls. He cuts about four-
teen million feet annually, and four million lath, and employs a hun-
dred and fifty men. The French Lumbering Company has a mill
situated farther down the river, and six million feet of lumber, and
two million of lath are manufactured; employs fifty men; office at
Chippewa Falls. Ingram and Kennedy operate five saw-mills, and
cut last year (1873) twenty-six million feet of lumber, eight million
shingles, and three million two hundred and fifty thousand lath.
They own a large store; and their retail sales amount to over three
million dollars. They give employment to about four hundred men,
and own two steamboats. D. Shaw and Company cut thirteen million
five hundred and eighty-four thousand feet of lumber, three million
two hundred and fifty thousand lath, and three million one hundred
and ten thousand shingles. They own a store and shops, and a fine
grist-mill. They employ two hundred men. Carson and Rand of
Eau Galle cut, last season, eleven million feet of lumber, and will
soon close operations, as the lumber on the stream is exhausted.

To sum up the business : in the valley of the Chippewa, for the year
1873-34, there was cut by the mills in the valley 297,759,000 feet of
lumber, 82,900,000 lath, and 72,600,000 shingles. - About $4,470
were received by these men, whose wages will range from twenty-eight
dollars to a hundred dollars per month, and will average about forty
dollars, board included.

¢ The Wisconsin Lumberman” of February, 1875, gives the fol-
lowing statistics for the year 1874: ¢¢ Chippewa River, — lumber
manufactured, 278,000,000 logs ; cut into shingles, pickets, and lath,
86,910,000 feet. Black River, — lumber manufactured, 60,500,000
feet. Wolf River has fifty-nine saw-mills; of these, Oshkosh has
twenty-two, and five shingle-mills. Fond du Lac has eleven saw-
mills: lumber and shingles manufactured in 1874, 152,600,000.
‘Wisconsin River manufactured 119,600,000. Menomonee River manu-
factured 128,837,535 feet. Oconto River manufactured 50,000,000.”

From what has been written, the reader ean form some idea of the
business of lumbering as now carried on in this State. Capital has
not been spared in introducing new improvements in machinery ; and
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the business has been so great, that the greatest inventive talent has
been called into requisition to provide machinery to simplify and ex-
pedite the work required at the mills. Those who were familiar with
the simple machinery that was used in the manufacture of lumber
some twenty-five or thirty years since would be surprised, indeed,
to see to what extent improvements have been made, and how much
more work can be performed, in a given time, by improved facilities.
Few States have the same valuable resources as Wisconsin. Her
agricultural products are equal to any ; her lead mines inexhaustible ;
and her lumbering facilities adequate to supply the wants not only
of her own people, but of those States to whom Nature has withheld
this valuable product.

Other manufacturing interests of the State might be mentioned,
outside of that of lumbering; but this is the most important, and
demands a conspicuous place in this volume.

But Wisconsin has a history of progress in her educational and
moral departments, as well as in her material resources. Perhaps no
State in the Union, in respect to population and resources, has ex-
pended as much money in the way of permanent improvements for
benevolent, educational, and charitable institutions, as the State of
Wisconsin. These improvements have been carried forward in an
enlightened public spirit; and those of her citizens who have, by
misfortune, lost their reason, eye-sight, or been deprived of the organs
of speech, can have all such assistance as may be needed for their
improvement, furnished gratuitously, with the aid of experienced and
qualified persons.

Reference has been made, in this volume, to the State Capitol
building, — one of the finest of the State buildings. It is an elegant
structure, and was built in an economical manner. It could not be
rebuilt, probably, for double the original cost. The whole cost was
about five hundred thousand dollars.

The University of Wisconsin is one of the State institutions that
the State justly takes pride in. An account of the erection of the
buildings has been heretofore given. They are beautifully situated
on University Hill, one mile west of the State Capitol. The institu-
tion is governed by a board of regents, ten in number, and has
twenty-seven professors and instructors. John Bascom, LL.D., is
president. It was founded upon a grant of seventy-two sections of
land, made by Congress to the Territory in 1838, and subsequent
grants, including the Agricultural College Grant. These lands are
sold, and the income arising from the sale appropriated to the wants
of the university. It has experienced all the vicissitudes of similar
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State educational institutions, but is now firmly established, and has
the confidence of the community. The institution has been repeatedly
re-organized, and at present consists of (1) a college of arts, in-
cluding the department of agriculture, the department of mining and
metallurgy, the department of military science and of civil engineer-
ing; (2) the college of letters, with a preparatory department; (8)
law college ; (4) female college ; and (5) post-graduate course.

By the law of 1872 all graduates of graded schools who shall have
pursued a regular course, and shall have passed an examination satis-
factory to the faculty of the university, shall be entitled to free tui-
tion in all the colleges of the university. In the year 1875 the total
number of students in attendance, at the opening of the fall term
of 1874, was four hundred and eleven.

The State Normal Schools of Wisconsin are under the direction of
a board of regents, and are supported by a portion of the income
of the school-fund, and twenty-five per cent of the proceeds arising
from the sale of the swamp and overflowed lands. In February,
1866, Platteville was selected as the site of a school; and in the
month of May of the same year, Whitewater was selected as another.
The school at Platteville was opened in October, 1866. It is now
in charge of Prof. E. A. Charlton. The school at Whitewater was:
opened April 21, 1868, under the charge of Prof. Oliver Arey. A
third normal school was projected and located at Oshkosh. It was
completed in 1870, and opened in September, 1871. It is in charge
of Prof. G. E. Albee. These three schools have in training an ave-
rage aggregate of about six hundred normal students, and possess
superior buildings for their accommodation. A fourth school has
recently been located at River Falls, Pierce County, and will be
opened in the fall of 1875.

The Institution for the Education of the Blind is located at Janes-
ville. It was first supported by the citizens of Janesville; and in
1850 the State adopted it, and erected a suitable building for its use.
It is under the charge of five trustees, with a superintendent. The
institution was first opened in October, 1850. On the first of Octo-
ber, 1873, it had seventy-seven pupils in attendance. The building
occupied by the institution was destroyed by fire in 1874 ; and a new
building is in process of erection.

The Institute for the Deaf and Dumb is located at Delavan, Wal-
worth County, on the Western Union Railroad. It was incorporated
in 1852, and is in charge of five trustees. Instruction is given by
signs, by the manual alphabet, by written language, and to one class:
by articulation. Two trades are taught, — cabinet-making and shoe-
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making. The whole number of pupils who have been instructed in
twenty-one years is three hundred and seventy-four, of whom one
hundred and forty-eight were in attendance Oct. 1, 1878. The insti-
tution is in charge of George L. Weed, jun., as principal.

The Wisconsin State Hospital for the Insane is located near Madi-
son, and near Lake Mendota ; the railroad to Barraboo passing near
the grounds. It is in charge of a board of trustees. It has an elegant
and substantial hospital building, with longitudinal and transverse
wings, and all surrounded by ornamental grounds and farming-
lands, to the extent of three hundred and ninety-three acres. The
institution is in charge of A. S. McDill, M.D. In 1873 the whole
number of patients was five hundred and eighty-five, and the average
number three hundred and twenty-nine.

The Northern Hospital for the Insane is located at Oshkosh, and
includes three hundred and thirty-seven acres of land. The north
wing and central building have been recently completed, and the first
patient was admitted on the 21st of April, 1873. Room is afforded for
the reception of about two hundred and fifteen patients. The build-
ing will be immediately enlarged to accommodate the wants of the
people. The whole number of patients received was two hundred and
fourteen, and two hundred and five remained on the 30th of Septem-
ber, 1873.

The Soldiers’ Orphans’ Home was opened Jan. 1, 1866 ; the ne-
cessary means being contributed by private subscription. The prop-
erty became the property of the State in March, 1866, and was for-
merly known as the Harvey Hospital for the Care and Treatment of
Sick and Wounded Soldiers. In 1873 there were one hundred and
fifty-three children in the Home. A law was passed subsequently,
authorizing the board of trustees to secure homes, for those remain-
ing, with farmers and others; and in 1875 the institution was closed,
and the property transferred to the regents of the State University,
- to be used by them, as they may think best, for the interests of that
institution. '

The Wisconsin State Prison is located at Waupun, and was occu-
pied in 1852. It is a fine stone structure, and has all the appliances
for carrying out the workings of an institution of this kind. The
number of convicts in the prison, on Sept. 80, 1873, was one hundred
and eighty.

The Wisconsin Industrial School for Boys is situated about three-
quarters of a mile west of the railroad depot, at Waukesha, in the
county of the same name. It was organized as a house of refuge, and
opened in 1860. The name was afterwards changed to State Reform
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School, and again to Wisconsin Industrial School for Boys, its present
title. The buildings are located on the southern bank of the Fox
River. The object of the institution is to afford a place of confine-
ment and instruction to all male children between the ages of ten and
sixteen years, who shall be legally committed to the institution as
vagrants, or on conviction of any criminal offence, or for incorrigible
and vicious conduct, by any court having competent authority to make
such commitment.

The whole number of inmates since it was opened, in July, 1860, to
Sept. 30, 1878, is nine hundred and sixty-six. The whole number of
inmates at the beginning of 1873 is three hundred and sixty-two;
and, at the close of the year, two hundred and eighty-one.

The State Historical Society of Wisconsin, although an incorpo-
rated society, is, to all intents and purposes, a State institution,
supported mainly by a State appropriation, and may be regarded as
the miscellaneous department of the State Library. It has rooms on
the second story of the south wing of the Capitol, comprising two
large rooms and a hall, all having connecting galleries. The hall is
devoted, on the main floor, to the cabinet and museum ; and the rooms
and galleries, to the library proper. From the Annual Report for the
Year 1874, it appears that the additions to the library were 1,945
volumes of books, 1,186 documents and pamphlets, or, by titles,
3,181. The whole number of books and pamphlets, to Dec. 31, 1875,
is 60,385. The additions to the 15th of August, 1875, will increase
the whole number to sixty-five thousand.

The library is the best in its department in the North-west. D. S.
Durrie is librarian, with two assistants.

The Wisconsin State Library occupies the east half of the second
story of the north wing of the Capitol building ; the west half is used
by the Supreme Court ; and two rooms communicate. This library is
devoted to law-books and law literature, and is very complete and
valuable in English and American works of reference. The library
is in charge of Frank Massing, librarian.

Aside from the State institutions, those supported by the State,
there are a large number of endowed institutions of learning in
‘Wisconsin, most of which are in a very flourishing condition. There
are many of these under the patronage of the Catholics, all of which
are a credit to Wisconsin. Besides these, the Protestants have
several well-established colleges, among which we may mention the
following : —

Lawrence University. — This institution had its inception in the
offer (about 1846) of Hon. Amos A. Lawrence of Boston, Mass., to
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give ten thousand dollars towards the foundation of a school to be
located in the Lower Fox Valley, provided the Methodists of Wis-
consin would raise an additional ten thousand for the same purpose.
The offer was accepted. A charter was secured from the Territorial
legislature, under the title of the Lawrence Institute of Wisconsin.
The bill granting the charter was signed by Gov. Dodge, Jan. 17,
1847. The organization of the board of trustees was effected the
same year. After considerable canvassing, the location of the new
institution was fixed near the Grand Chute, now the city of Appleton.
The place where the city stands was then a wilderness; and the
original building for the institute was one of the very first that were
undertaken. In 1849, Nov. 12, the school opened, with Rev. W. H.
Sampson as principal, R. O. Kellogg, A.B., professor of languages,
James M. Phinney, professor of mathematics, and Miss Emeline M.
Crooker, receptress. The number of students during the first year
‘was about sixty. The accommodations were meagre, the surround-
ings, in many respects, disagreeable, and the means very scanty. But
the school had a good reputation from the start, and increased in
popularity. The sacrifices of those who had the immediate manage-
ment were very great, and at times the prospects very discouraging.
In the latter part of 1852, Rev. Edward Cooke, D.D., of Boston,
Mass., was elected president. The charter had been altered, so as
to confer collegiate powers upon the institution ; and it had taken the
lega,l title of the Lawrence University of Wisconsin.

. Cooke was installed in office at the annual commencement,
the last of June, 1853. . At the same time the corner-stone of the
main building of the college was laid by Dr. M. C. Darling, president
of the board of trustees. This structure was completed about three
years after, but not before the frame-building previously occupied
had been destroyed by fire. The present college-building is a hun-
dred and twenty feet long by sixty wide. It is built of stone, and is
three stories and a half high above the basement, containing a com-
modious chapel capable of seating eight hundred or a thousand
people, six recitation-rooms, a large library-room, two fine society-
halls, large cabinet and reading-rooms, apparatus-rooms, and dormi-
tories for about fifty students.

The first college-class was graduated in 1857, and consisted of
seven members, — four gentlemen and three ladies. The whole number
of graduates up to this time (1875) is one hundred and sixty-two, of
whom one hundred and six are gentlemen, and fifty-six are ladies.
From the beginning, ladies, as well as gentlemen, have had the privi-
leges of the institution in all its departments; and for the last ten
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years there has been no discrimination in any respect between the
sexes as to advantages and opportunities.

Like many other institutions East and West, this one has had
experience of great hardships and much poverty. There were many
mistakes, as was almost inevitable, in the early management of its
affairs ; and some of these proved nearly fatal. It had, for a long
time, an exceedingly small endowment-fund, although a large number
of scholarships had been sold, thus cutting off the tuition-fees. The
present property of the institution amounts to nearly two hundred
thousand dollars. ~Of this, about sixty thousand dollars constitutes
a perpetual endowment-fund, in addition to which a recent but
not yet effectual conversion of unproductive property will probably
give forty thousand dollars; making the whole endowment nearly
a hundred thousand dollars. There are, however, some liabilities
and contingencies connected with a part of this, which is likely to
diminish the amount. There is, also, a fund of ten thousand dollars
donated by Hon. Samuel Appleton of Boston as a library-fund, the
income only to be used for the benefit of the library of the college,
which from him takes the name of the Appleton Library.

This library now numbers over seven thousand volumes, and is one
of the largest, as well as, perhaps, one of the best, working college-
libraries in the West.

The institution has a good collection of apparatus, and a valuable
cabinet and museum.

Besides the collegiate department, with its four years’ parallel
courses of study, — classical, scientific, and civil engineering, — there
are a preparatory and an academical department, a commercial school,
a conservatory of music, and a school of drawing and painting. The
number of different students in all departments found in the last
catalogue is three hundred and seventy-two, of which ninety are
reckoned in the regular college-classes. The faculty consists of
fourteen professors and instructors.

The presidency of Dr. Cooke terminated in 1861. He was suc-
ceeded by R. Z. Mason, LL.D., who resigned in 1865, and was
succeeded by Rev. G. M. Steele, D.D., the present head of the insti-
tution.

Ripon College. —In the year 1851, at the first settlement of the
town, the citizens of Ripon began a movement to establish an insti-
tution of learning of a high order. A charter was obtained, and in
the first year the building, now East College, was erected and
enclosed. After this beginning, the trustees, aiming at a larger
usefulness for their new institution, transferred the entire property
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to the care of the Winnebago District Convention of Presbyterian
Ministers and Churches. The churches in the region being very
weak at that time, the Convention, deeming it not practicable to raise
the small sum ($400) expected in the transfer, requested Rev. J. W.
Walcott to hold the property in trust until the churches could raise
the money to take it legally and formally off his hands. Mr. Walcott
consenting, according to agreement, completed the college-building
so far as was then needed, and opened a school in the summer of
1853. Under Mr. Walcott’s administration, the school was continued
with a good degree of success. The college-grounds were enlarged ;
and a second building, Middle College, was erected in 1857. The
financial disasters of this year affected the resources of the institu-
tion very severely. For about five years it struggled with great
financial difficulties, in consequence of which, at the opening of the
war, the school was suspended for a year.

In 1862 a subscription to pay the debts of the college was so far
successful, that the trustees re-opened the school ; and, in September
of that year, Mr. E. H. Merrell, now professor of Greek, assumed
the charge of it. The college, from that date, has had a uniform and
rapid growth. In July, 1863, Rev. William E. Merriman of Green
Bay was elected president, and E. H. Merrell, professor of ancient
languages. At the opening of the term in September, 1863, the first
college-class was formed. In that year the debts of the college were
all paid, the two college-buildings were completed, and the library
was begun.  Since its permanent organization for collegiate work, the
number of students has steadily increased ; a full faculty has been
organized ; and the college has constantly progressed, not only in
facilities for instruction, but also in reputation and influence in the
State. In 1866 it had outgrown its accommodations; and in 1867
the West College building, larger and better than either of the others,
was erected and occupied. Sixty-eight have graduated from the
courses. The total number of students last year (1874-75) was three
hundred and forty, of whom seventy-five were in college-classes.

The design and policy of Ripon College are clearly defined. The
two sexes are educated together, and may take the same courses
of study, and enjoy the same privileges. The managers of the col-
lege do not regard this as an experiment, but are satisfied from expe-
rience, as they affirm, that the co-education plan is in every way -
best. It requires better conditions, and produces better results, than
the education of the sexes separately.

Health, Christian character, and Christian usefulness are made
prominent ends of instruction as conducted at Ripon. The instruct-
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ors seek to have the college pervaded with a Christian spirit, and
characterized by Christian principles ; and, as a result, they hope to
secure a proper Christian morality in their students, and a devotion
to service in Christian lives. An academical department is con-
nected with the collegiate. The institution is open to all students
of suitable age, when they have concluded their studies in the higher
public schools. There are two courses of study in the collegiate
department, — the scientific and the classical, differing chiefly in the
relative attention given to sciences and classical studies. In extent
and thoroughness of study, the standard of a liberal education is
maintained, while instruction is studiously adapted to the wants
of the times.

The site of Ripon is among the most beautiful in this beautiful
State. The college-grounds include nearly twelve acres, and are
high, convenient, and pleasant. The three college-buildings are built
of stone, and afford room sufficient for the instruction of four hun-
dred and fifty students, of whom about two hundred may reside in
the buildings. There are no encumbrances of any kind on the college-
property ; and its financial management has been remarkably thrifty
and economical. Since the organization of the institution as a col-
lege, in 1863, it has been operated on its own earnings and the income
of its limited endowment. Every dollar contributed to it has been
used in building up the college, without any diminution for current
expenses, or for management, or for raising money.

The design of the trustees is to keep the college near to the poor.
The expense of education is very low. The entire cost of board,
room-rent, tuition, and incidentals for a school-year, is less than $135.
Besides, students are encouraged to help themselves. The last cata-
logue has the following, ‘It is the purpose of the college to afford
every possible encouragement to worthy students of limited means.
Young ladies who wish may assist in the domestic department, and
thus pay, in part, for their board. None are required to render any
domestic service, and none are allowed to work more than two hours
and a half a day, except in special cases. . . . Persevering stu-
dents of economical habits and good health may, by taking time
enough, complete the course, and earn a large portion, or even the
whole, of their own support. . . . Those who are in earnest for an
education, and have tact in helping themselves, need not be deterred
for want of means.”

One of the prominent features of the college is the musical depart-
ment. In 1868 the trustees decided to appoint a professor of music,
under whose direction the most thorough instruction should be
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secured. Accordingly, Mr. John C. Fillmore, a pupil of the Conser-
vatory of Music of Leipzig, Germany, then in charge of the Conser-
vatory of Music of Oberlin College, was appointed to the place.
The department was thoroughly organized, providing instruction in
piano-playing, theory, vocal culture, and chorus singing. It is the
steady aim of the professor and his assistants to make his department
one of scholarship and intellectual discipline,- as much as that of
Latin or mathematics. The most profound compositions of the great
masters are studied ; and while the most thorough technical training
is provided, yet this is made a means to the end sought; viz., the
-ability to understand and interpret the best compositions. Three
courses of study are provided. The rates of tuition, as in the
literary departments, are very low. The chorus of mixed voices,
called the Mendelssohn Society, studies weekly selections from the
best oratorios and other compositions.

This sketch furnishes but a glimpse of one of the best organized
institutions of Wisconsin, and one which is contributing its full share
toward making the history of the State honorable. It has about it
the signs of vigorous growth and permanent usefulness.

" Beloit College originated in the deliberations of ministers and
laymen of Congregational and Presbyterian churches in Wisconsin
and Northern Illinois. In May, 1845, a convention of sixty-nine
members, after prayerful deliberation, decided unanimously that the
exigencies of Wisconsin and Northern Illinois, in the matter of pro-
viding for the liberal education of the youth of that region, required
the establishment of a college for young men, and a female seminary,
of the highest order, on either side of the State line. Beloit, in
‘Wisconsin, was fixed upon as the place for the college ; and Rockford,
in Illinois, for the female seminary. A self-perpetuating board of trus-
tees for the college was then elected, and incorporated by charter from
the Territorial legislature of Wisconsin in 1846. The corner-stone
of the first building was laid in June, 1847; and in the fall of the
same year five young men were received to the first college-class.
Jackson J. Bushnell, A.M., and Joseph Emerson, A.M., both gradu-
ates of Yale College in the class of 1841, were the first regularly
appointed professors, in the spring of 1848. Rev. Aaron L. Chapin
of Milwaukee, also a graduate of Yale, was elected first president in
1849, and continues still in that office.

The institution embraces a collegiate department and a preparatory
school. The collegiate department offers two parallel courses of four
years, called respectively the Classical and the Philosophical Course.
In the classical course, the branches of study, and the standard of
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scholarship, correspond with those of the best colleges in New Eng-
land. The philosophical course combines, with such an amount of
Latin and Greek as is considered essential to the best proficiency in
any art or science, a more varied range of study and a more exten-
sive culture of science. In the preparatory school, also, two parallel
courses are defined, called respectively the Classical Course and the
Elementary Scientific Course. These courses occupy three years, and
are adapted to meet the requisitions for admission to the courses of
the collegiate department. For such as do not contemplate entering
college, they offer opportunities for advanced general culture, well-
balanced and thorough as far as it goes. The faculty of the college
is now (1875) composed of the president, eight professors, and two
instructors of the preparatory school.

About two thousand young men have received more or less of cul-
ture in the institution; and the graduates of the full course number
two hundred and twelve. Its graduates occupy positions of influence
in our own country and many foreign lands. Nearly one-half of
them have chosen the clerical profession.

For its endowment and support, this college has depended entirely
on private benefactions. Generous donations have been received
from friends in both the East and the West; and its property is now
estimated at something over two hundred thousand dollars. It has a
beautiful location on the banks of Rock River. Its most prominent
building is the Memorial Hall, erected in honor of the sons of the
college who fell in the late war, and devoted to the collections of
the cabinet and library.

The sister institution at Rockford has had a successful career, and
done a noble work for the young women of the region, having sent
forth two hundred and fourteen graduates from its full course, and
thirty-eight normal graduates, and having had more than three thou-
sand pupils under its instruction.

Both institutions have contributed much to elevate the general
standard of scholarship, and to propagate right ideas of education in
these new States.

In this somewhat lengthy Introduction, I have departed from the
usual course, and instead of telling what was not included in the
volume, that should have been, I have used the space for the present-
ation of those features that were unavoidably crowded out of a more
proper location. )

In conclusion, let me say, that, in giving my fourth work to the in-
telligent reader, I am not only sensible of past failures, but impressed
with the belief that the future offers much room for improvement,






HISTORY OF WISCONSIN.

CHAPTER 1.

GENERAL DESCRIPTION.

Physical Features — Geology and Minerals — Climate, Soil, and Productions -
Antiquities,

ProPERLY speaking, there are no mountains in Wisconsin ¢
on the contrary, the distinguishing features are the uniformity
of its elevation, and the condition of its surface, which is, for
the most part, gently rolling. The whole surface may, with a
few unimportant exceptions, be regarded as a vast plain, broken
only by the cliffs fringing the streams and lakes. This plain
has an elevation of from six hundred to fifteen hundred feet
above the ocean. The highest lands are located along the head-
waters of the tributaries of Lake Superior, which, near the
sources of the Montreal River, are about eighteen hundred
feet above the level of the sea. From this important water-
shed, the land slopes continuously toward the lake, as also
toward the south, to the Lower Wisconsin River. From the
latter point, there is another slope, still to the south, drained
by the waters of Rock River and its tributary streams.

The waters of the Wisconsin and Fox Rivers approach and:
mingle at Portage City. Near this point they are connected by
a canal, from which there is a descent of a hundred and ninety-
five feet to Green Bay, and a hundred and seventy-one feet
to the Mississippi at Prairie du Chien.

In the south-western part of the State there are numerous

mounds, some of them of considerable proportions. Among
49
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the latter are the Blue, seventeen hundred and twenty-nine
feet above the sea; the Platte, twelve hundred and eighty-
one feet above the sea; and the Sinsinewa Mounds, eleven
hundred and sixty-nine feet above the sea. These elevations
formerly served as guides to the adventurer, marking certain
well-known peints, which accounts for their frequent mention
in the early annals of the Territory. There is also a class of
ancient earthworks still visible in Wisconsin, containing many
peculiarities. They have been made to represent quadrupeds,
birds, reptiles, and even the human form. In the vicinity of
the well-known Blue Mounds, there is a specimen of these
earthworks, representing a man. It is a hundred and twenty
feet long, with a body over thirty feet wide, and a well-shaped
head. Its elevation is six feet above the surrounding prairie.
The mound at Prairieville is a very faithful and interesting
representation of a turtle. The body is nearly sixty feet in
length, and the shape of the head is still well preserved. Not
far from the Four Lakes, there are over a hundred small mounds,
of various shapes and dimensions ; and, in the same neighbor-
hood, fragments of ancient pottery, of a very rude kind, have
been found. A well-formed mound near Cassville represents
the mastodon ; which has given rise to many speculative opinions,
among which is that very reasonable one, that the ancients
who built these earthworks were contemporaries with that
huge animal. This theory is strengthened by the presence of
mastodon bones in these mounds. But we will return, for the
present, to notice more particularly the surface of the country.
The south-eastern portion of the State is broken by ravines
bordering the streams ; but these are depressed only a little below
the surrounding level. The prairies are destitute of trees or
shrubs, and are richly covered with grass, interspersed with beau-
tiful flowers of all shades and colors. The oak-openings are also
a remarkable feature of this portion of the State, as also the tracts
of woodland which border the streams, and the natural mead-
ows. As one proceeds north to the Fox and Wisconsin Rivers
and Green Bay, the timber increases in quantity and value, and
the soil changes gradually from the vegetable mould of the
prairie to the sandy loam. The surface of the country becomes
comparatively uneven, changing from forest to rolling prairie,
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from prairies to swamps, and from swamps to extensive marshes.
And still north, in the vicinity of Lake Superior, it partakes
somewhat of a rugged, mountainous appearance.

In the geological structure, there is nothing remarkable,
beyond that met with in the surrounding States. Limestone
underlies a great portion of the southern part of the State.
In the mineral districts we encounter the cliff limestone, and in
other parts the blue.! The northern part seems to be composed
of primitive rocks, for the most part of granite, slate, and sand-
stone. Commencing a little south of the Wisconsin River, and
along the Mississippi as far back as the falls of its tributaries,
sandstone, with layers of limestone above and below, is the
principal rock, and forms the cliffs on the Mississippi below St.
Anthony’s Falls for over thirty miles. The streams in this region
are considerably obstructed by changing beds of sand. ¢ From
Lake Michigan, westward to the other sections named, is a
limestone region, in many parts well timbered, while in others
a considerable portion is prairie. Underlying the blue lime-
stone is a brown sandstone, which crops out on the sides of the
hills ; but no lead has ever been found in it. A section through
Blue Mound would give the following result, descending verti-
cally : hornstone, 410 feet; magnesian lime, or lead-bearing
rock, 169 feet; saccharoid sandstone, 40 feet; sandstone, 3
feet; lower limestone (at the level of the Wisconsin), 190
feet. The elevations of different parts of the southern section
of the State are given by Chancellor Lathrop : at Blue Mounds,
1,170 ; head waters of the Rock River, 816 ; egress of the
same river from the State, 1,280 ; and the portage between the
Fox and the Wisconsin Rivers at 223 above the level of
Lake Michigan and the Wisconsin River.?

The minerals of Wisconsin constitute one of its most dis-
tinguishing features. A portion of the celebrated lead region,
extending from Illinois and Iowa, is included in the south-west
part of Wisconsin. The whole region occupies an extent of
nearly 2,880 square miles, about three-fourths of which is in
Wisconsin. And we may add, that the portion of this valuable
mineral region included in Wisconsin is as rich and remunera-
tive as that in the other States. The lead is mixed with copper

! Lippincott’s Pronouncing Gazetteer. 2 Ibid.
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and zinc, the latter in large quantities, together with some
silver. Copper is also found in La Pointe, Chippewa, St. Croix,
and Iowa Counties. ¢ In Dodge County, at the so-called Iron
Bridge, is the most promising locality of iron ore in the State
yet discovered ; but on the Black River, and other branches
of the Mississippi, good iron ore occurs. The iron ores of the
Lake Superior region extend from Michigan into this State in
abundant deposits of the richest quality. The other metallic
substances are magnetic iron, iron pyrites, and graphite, or
plumbago. The non-metallic earths are agate, carnelians
(found on the shores of the small lakes), bitumen, peat. Mar-
ble of a fine quality, some gypsum, saltpetre, and other miner-
als, have been found. A vein of copper ore was discovered in
1848, near the Kickapoo River, which yields about twenty per
cent of copper; but to what extent the bed runs has not been
ascertained. Mines were also worked at the Falls of Black
River, and in its vicinity; but they have been abandoned.
Facts do not justify any expectations of great deposits of
copper in the north-west part of the State. A great bed of
magnetic iron ore lies south of Lake Superior, near Tyler’s
Fork of the Bad River, in strata of metamorphic state. The
amount of lead received at Milwaukee for the year 1863 was
848,625 pounds. On the completion of the Southern Wiscon-
sin Railroad to Dubuque, it is estimated that 25,050,000 pounds
will seek an outlet at Milwaukee. Beautiful varieties of mar-
ble have been recently discovered, or made known to the public,
in the northern part of Wisconsin. According to Messrs. Foster’s
and Whitnev’s report, they are found on the Michigamig ani
Menomonee Rivers, and afford beantiful marbles, whose pre-
vailing color is light pink, traversed by veins or seams of deep
red. Others are blue and dove-colored, beautifully veined.
These are susceptible of a fine polizh ; and some on the Me-
nomonee are within navigable distance from the Lakes.”!

The lakes and rivers of Wisconsin are invested with much
of beauty. Besides the Great Lakes, Superior and Michigau,
which bound the State of Wisconsin on the north and east,
the State contains a number of smaller lakes. Many of these
are noted for unrivalled natural scenery. The principal of

1 Lippincott’s Gazetteer. the best work of the kind in America.
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these is Lake Winnebago, a short distance south-east from the
centre of the State. It isabout twenty-eight miles long, and ten
miles wide, and communicates with Green Bay, a north-western
arm of Lake Michigan, through the Fox, or Neenah River.
« These small lakes are most abundant in the north-west, and
are generally characterized by clear water and gravelly bottoms,
often with bold, picturesque shores, crowned with hemlock,
spruce, and other trees. They afford excellent fish. In the
shallow waters on the margins of some of them grows wild
rice, once an important article of food with the savages of this
region.”!

The rivers which traverse the interior, for the most part,
flow generally in a south-west direction, discharging their waters
into the Mississippi. The latter river bounds Wisconsin on the
south-west for more than two hundred miles. Commencing on
this line at the south, we have, in their order, the Wisconsin,
Bad Axe, Black, and Chippewa Rivers. Of these, the largest
is the Wisconsin, which flows nearly directly south for over two
hundred miles, and then west about a hundred miles, intv the
Mississippi. It is navigable for steamboats for nearly two
hundred miles. The Chippewa is about two hundred, and the
Black about a hundred and fifty miles long. The Fox River, or
Neenah, is the outlet of Winnebago Lake, and connects it with
Green Bay. The Wolf River, from the north, is the main
supply to this lake. The Menomonee emptying into Green
Bay, and the Montreal into Lake Superior, are very serviceable
streams for manufacturing purposes. These rivers form part
of the north-east boundary of Wisconsin. ¢ The Menomonee
has a descent of 1,049 feet. The St. Louis (considered as the
primary source of the St. Lawrence) coasts this State for twenty
or thirty miles on the north-west, and is full of rapids and fallg
in this part of its course. These rivers are not generally favor-
able to navigation without artificial aid. The Wisconsin may
be ascended by steamboats to the rapids, where it approaches
a tributary of Lake Winnebago, within a mile and a half,
where a canal is being constructed, which, when completed,
will open an entire inland navigation from New York to the
Upper Mississippi. The Rock River is sometimes, at high

1 Lippincott’s Gazetteer,



54 HISTORY OF WISCONSIN.

water, ascended by boats to within the limits of Wisconsin.
The Bad Axe, Black, Chippewa, and St. Croix are important
channels for floating timber to market from the pine regions in
the north-west of the State. The rivers flowing into Lake
Superior are small ; and, though unfavorable for commerce, their
rapid courses make them valuable for mill-sites. Col. Long
estimates that the Chippewa, Black, Wisconsin, and Rock
Rivers are respectively capable of a steamboat navigation of
seventy, sixty, a hundred and eighty, and two hundred and
fifty miles ; but at present they are a good deal obstructed by
shifting sand and rapids.”?

The climate, though quite severe in winter, is free from those
sudden changes that prevail farther south. The summers are
warm ; the winters, cold, and usually very long : but upon the
whole, for general health, Wisconsin may be regarded as the
most desirable place of residence. The natural scenery is not
excelled for beauty in North America; while, on the other
hand, in many of its rivers,inland lakes, and mounds and dells,
it presents features of marvellous beauty far surpassing other
localities.

The soil and productions of Wisconsin are considered at
length in the chapters on agriculture, farther on in this volume :
hence the absence of any mention of them here.

We now come to notice briefly, and more particularly, some
of the principal features of the ancient earth-works, or antiqui-
ties, of Wisconsin. These are found in numerous localities, —
near the borders of the lakes, or on the margin of water-
courses, — all over the State. It is curious to notice, says Rev.
William Barry, that they are chiefly found at points already
selected as the most favorable sites for modern settlements,
showing that the instincts of both civilized and uncivilized are
alike attracted to those localities which combine at once the
beautiful and the useful.? .

We are further informed by Mr. Barry, that, in  proceed-
ing north on Lake Michigan, the first point noticeable for its
remains is a few miles south of the Wisconsin line, in Illinois,
where are found some nine conical or round mounds, from

i Lippincott’s Gazetteer.
2 From a review of Dr. I. A. Lapham’s work, by Rev. William Barry, Chicago.
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three to five feet in height, and about thirty feet in diameter.
These are disposed in a serpentine row along the crest of a
ridge of sand, and were, undoubtedly, burial-places of the dead.
At Kenosha were found indications of a manufactory of arrow-
heads and other articles of flint, for which abundant material
was furnished by the bowlders and pebbles along the lake
beach and shore. At Racine, there are a number of very inter-
esting remains, chiefly on the high ground near Root River,
from one to two miles from the lake. Here are numerous
circular burial-mounds, though of small size and elevation, em-
braced in one circular enclosure, with several tapering ridges.
The mounds are without systematic arrangement, from five to
fifty feet in diameter, and from one to seven feet in height.
Dr. Hoy of Racine opened one, in which were found the
skeletons of seven persons, in a sitting posture, facing the
east, but unaccompanied with ornaments. In another he dis-
covered two vases of pottery, one made of cream-colored clay
and white sand, like pale brick, of the capacity of five quarts:
the other, which was of a red brick color, was smaller. Both are
thought to resemble those in culinary use among the Burmese.
The great antiquity of these remains is made clear by the
gigantic size of the trees now standing upon them ; one with
three hundred rings showing, as Dr. Hoy estimates, an an-
tiquity of a thousand years. But the most numerous group of
these mounds lies about a mile west of Racine; and a part
of them has been embraced in the modern cemetery of that
beautiful city.

The numerous earth-works about Milwaukee attest at once
the attractiveness of that favorite locality to the aboriginal
inhabitants. They extend from Kinnickinnic Creek, near the
¢ Indian fields,” where they are most abundant, to a point six
miles above the city. They occupy the high grounds contigu-
ous to the lake and streams, but not the immediate shore ; and
a considerable number are appropriately enclosed in the ¢ For-
est Home ” cemetery of Milwaukee. Many of the mounds in
this rezion are of large extent, chiefly from one hundred to’
four hundred feet in diameter; and are laid out in fanciful
forms, resembling the figures of turtles, lizards, birds, the
otter, and buffalo : not a few have the form of a war-club. In
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some instances, one mound is elevated so as to overlook or com-
mand many others, which has led to the conjecture of its being
either an observatory, or, more probably, an altar-mound for
sacrificial or religious rites.

At Sheboygan and Manitowoc, similar antiquities are found,
though to a smaller extent. Many bear resemblance to simple
breastworks for defence; being about four feet in height, and
twelve feet broad at the base.

Ou leaving the lake-shore, fine remains are to be found on the
borders of the interior waters of Wisconsin. On the Fox or
Pishtaka River are several interesting localities, — one a little
north of west from Chicago, where were counted on the brow
of a hill twenty-seven mounds from a foot to four and a half feet
in height, and from fifteen to twenty-five feet long. The prin-
cipal points of interest on the Pishtaka are at or near Wauke-
sha, where have been disinterred many pipes and specimens of
pottery, and in the neighborhood of the village of Pewaukee,
where is a remarkable collection of lizard and turtle mounds;
one having a length of four hundred and fifty feet.!

¢t The basin of Rock River, with its tributaries, is, perhaps, exceeded by
no part of the North-west in the interesting character of these aboriginal
remains. 'Without particularizing those found a few miles above Fulton,
where the river expands into a beautiful lake, abounding in fish, a natural
attraction to the red man, it may be worth while to notice more at length
the very remarkable remains found at what has been termed the ¢ancient
city of Aztalan.” This locality has attracted much notice as one of the
wonders of the West; and exaggerated accounts have gone forth of its brick
walls and buttresses, its stone arches, &c., in all of which there is hardly
a shadow of truth. These remains were first discovered in 1836, and has<
tily surveyed by N. F. Hyer, Esq., the year following.

¢ On the west branch of Rock River may be seen a ridge of earth (not of
brick) extending around three sides of an irregular parallelogram, the river
forming the fourth side. Its length at the north end is 631 feet; on the
west side, 1,419 feet, and 700 feet on the south side ; making an aggregate
length of 2,750 feet, and enclosing an area of seventeen and two-thirds
acres. The ridge is about twenty-two feet in width, and from a foot to
five feet high, the corners not rectangular, and the embankment not
straight. The so-called ¢ buttresses’ are simple enlargements, about forty
feet in diameter, at intervals varying from sixty-one to ninety-five feet,
giving the appecarance of so many mounds with a connecting ridge. Irreg-

1 From Rev. William Barry’s Paper on the Antiquities of Wisconsin,
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ular masses of red clay in the embankment, in some instances partially
baked by burning grass or straw, have led to the popular belief of the
employment of brick in its construction.

¢« At the south-west corner of the interior is found a square truncated
mound, having a level area on the top fifty-three feet wide on its west side,
and, seen from high ground near, has the appearance of a pyramid *rising
by successive steps, like the gigantic structures of Mexico.” This is sup-
posed to have been the most sacred spot, as well as the highest. The exte-
rior wall curves around this pyramid, and is also protected by two parallel
walls outside the principal embankment. A similar pyramidal elevation is
found at the north-west corner ; while various low and smaller ridges are
to be seen within the enclosure, with connecting rings or circles, supposed
to be the remains of mud-houses. That the structure above described was
intended for sepulchral or other religious uses, rather than for military
defence, is made probable by the disinterment of half-burned human
remains from one of the buttresses, together with fragments of pottery and
charcoal. Tt is confirmed by the material fact, that the whole structure is
commanded, in a military point of view, by a parallel ridge, extending
along the west side, within arrow-shot distance.

¢t The strong resemblance this structure bears to the temple mounds of
Ohio, and the States south, places it in the same family with that class,
which finds its highest type in the finished monuments of Mexican art.
Hence the name given to this locality of Aztalan, —a derivative from the
Aztecs of Mexico, among whom existed the tradition of a migration from
the north. The dissimilarity of these remains to the animal-shaped mounds
commonly found in the West is worthy of notice ; and it may have been,
as Mr. Lapham supposes, a sort of Mecca, — the periodical resort of the
race that constructed it. It is sad to say, however, that this highly-inter-
esting work of antiquity, like many others, is suffering injury at the hands
of civilized man, who is furrowing it for grain, or digging for its hidden
treasures. Cannot this work of the destroyer be stayed, and these precious
monuments of a race that no longer lives to tell its story be preserved?

¢¢ Besides the antiquities of Aztalan there are yet others in the valley of
Rock River, beyond Ixonia, at Wolf Point (memorable as the point where
Black IHawk made his stand in 1832), at Hartford, where has been found a
bird-shaped stone, much revered by the Winnebago Indians, and, five miles
farther, a ridge one thousand feet in length. DBut the most extensive and
varied group is at Horicon, numbering about two hundred common mounds,
among which are modern graves of the Pottawattomies. Sixteen of the
mounds are of a cruciform shape.

¢« It would require more space than propriety allows to give in detail the
various worlks of antiquity on the Neenah or Fox River of Green Bay; on a
branch of Grand River, where are some one hundred mounds, one called,
from its figure, ¢ the man,’ though with some inequality in the length’ of
its members ; on the basin of the fine River Wisconsin, where, at the ¢ Dells
of the Wisconsin,” is an enclosure with an area of forty-five thousand
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square feet, large enough to hold two thousand persons, fortified by double
walls, which may have been protected by palisades; and at Iron Creek is
still another fort surrounded by a fosse, or ditch, in the form of a parallelo-
gram, and symmetrical in its figure. We might pass on to notice the
curiosities of the Lake Vieux Desert, with its beautiful island so favorable
for cultivation and defence to the primitive race, and showing an interesting
elliptical embankment in its centre; and the yet more attractive remains in
the region of Lake Superior, where have been found mounds in the forms
of mathematical figures, one a regular pyramid, like that within the walls
of Aztalan.

¢¢Should the reader desire a more detailed account of these relics of
American antiquity, and others we have not particularly referred to, at
Madison and elsewhere, he will find them in Mr. Lapham’s valuable Me-
morials, from which we have freely drawn. It is gratifying that public
attention is directed to these remains, which deserve a thorough examination
from men of science. It is clear, that but little is yet known of them.
Further and more careful examination may throw a flood of light upon the
race who have left them to us, of whom we now know little more than what
a glimpse at these remarkable earth-mounds reveals. A few bones, a few
bits of pottery, pipes wrought sometimes in artistic forms, a few rude im-
plements, — this is all. A single example of hieroglyphic characters is
given us at Gale’s Bluff, near La Crosse, on the Mississippi, forbidding the
hope of learning much, save by inference and comparison. Yet much is
possible to scientific research, as is witnessed in the long obscured monu-
ments of Egypt and Babylon.’” 1

Dr.I. A. Lapham suggests, that the people who left these
monuments were the progenitors of the fast-fading Indian
tribes of North America, and that this is made probable by the
resemblance of the pots and vases in figure, &c., to those
afterwards found in old Indian villages, and to those still
made by the women of the Mandan and other tribes. ¢ He
also supposes there was a gradual transition in the form of
the mounds. They are found in all figures, from the full
circle, through the oval and elongated mounds, to the oblong
and long ridges. He considers the oldest to embrace those
formed in the figures of animals, and the great works at
Aztalan ; that the next in the order of time were conical
mounds erected for sepulchral uses, these coming down to
a recent period. Indications of garden-beds have been found
in connection with some of the mounds, which are planted
in geometrical figures, or in right lines. These he places

1 Mr. Barry’s Paper.
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later. The most recent are those bearing marks of planta-
tions by modern Indians, with no observance of regularity or
order. This theory supposes a singular and sad degeneracy
in the latter race of the red men. It is worthy of notice,
that the animal-shaped mounds are chiefly confined to the
territory embraced in the State of Wisconsin.”! And we may
add, that the antiquities of the State, in all their varied features,
present a wide field for scientific research, — a labor that
ought to, as it no doubt will, receive, as it has in the past,
ample government support.

! Rev. William Barry’s Paper.






CHAPTER II
CHRONOLOGY OF WISCONSIN FROM 1639 TO 1848.

1639. THE country as far as the head of the Wisconsin
River was explored by Nicolet.

1654. The territory now embraced within the limits of the
State in the vicinity of Green Bay was occupied by fur-traders.

1660. René Menard explored the country to Chegoimegon
Bay, Lake Superior, where a mission was afterwards estab-
lished.

1661. The same traveller crossed the country from Lake
Superior to Black River Falls.

1664. The Irench minister officially orders, or grants, the
sale of brandy and other liquors to the Indians.

1665. Claude Allouez, an eminent pioneer missionary, estab-
lished a mission at La Pointe, Lake Superior.

1667. Louis Nicholas joined Allouez at the mission at La
Pointe. :

1669. Father Allouez established a mission at Des Peres, or
Green Bay. This mission was at the Rapids of Depere, a short
distance above the present city of Green Bay.

1670. Father Allouez made a voyage of the Fox and Wis-
consin Rivers to within a short distance of the Mississippi,—
a near approach to the discovery of the Father of Waters.

1671. In this year the French took formal possession of the
whole North-west.

1673. Father James Marquette discovered the Mississippi
River.

1674. The same explorer coasted Lake Michigan, from Green
Bay, by Milwaukee, to the site of the present city of Chicago.

1676. Father Allouez made a voyage to Chicago by Mil-

waukee.
62
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1679. « The Guiffin,” a schooner built by La Salle, and the
first to make a voyage of the lake above the Niagara, arrived
at Green Bay.

1679. La Salle made a voyage on Lake Michigan, from Green
Bay to the St. Joseph River.

1679. Capt. Du Lath held a council, and concluded a peace
with the natives of Lake Superior.

1680. Tonti established a military port and garrison at Green
Bay.

1681. Marquette’s journal and map of his travels and explo-
rations in the North-west were published in France. .

1688. Le Sueur made a voyage of the Fox and Wisconsin
Rivers to the Mississippi.

1685. Durantaye erected a fort at Checagua.

1688. Fort St. Nicholas was built at the mouth of the
Wisconsin.

1688. La Hontau made a voyage through the country, making
valuable observations.

1688. Parret established a trading-station on Lake Pepin.

1688. Fort St. Antoine was erected at the mouth of the
Chippewa River.

1688. A military port named Beauharnois was erected on
the north side of Lake Pepin.

1695. Le Sueur built a fort on an island in the Mississippi,
below the St. Croix. -

1699. John Buisson de St. Comes made a voyage of Lake
Michigan, stopping at Milwaukee.

1700. Le Sueur made a voyage up the Mississippi in search
of copper ore.

1714. Le Louvigny’s battle with the Fox Indians at Butte
des Morts. ‘

1719. Francis Renalt explored the Upper Mississippi with
two hundred miners.

1721. P. de Charlevoix made a journey through Wisconsin.

1726. A French fort was established at Green Bay.

1727. The French established a fort on Lake Pepin, with
Sieur de Lapperriere commandant.

1728. There was a great flood in the Mississippi ; and Fort
Beauharnois was submerged.
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1728. A French expedition, under De Lingnery, from Green
Bay, punished the Foxes.

1734. A battle took place between the French, and the Sauks
and Foxes. ‘

1745. Green Bay was settled by Augustus and Charles De
Langlade. .

1747. Capt. De Vorcheres takes command at Green Bay.

1754. Sieur Martin, in command at Green Bay, makes a
peace with the Indians.

1755. A French post, or fort, was established at Prairie du
Chien.

1760. Capt. Balfour and Lieut. Gorrell, with English troops,
took possession of Green Bay.

1762. A deputation of Indians went from Milwaukee to
Green Bay to complain of dishonest traders.

1763. The English, under Lieut. Gorrell, abandon Green Bay
in consequence of the approaching Indian war.

1763. The great Pontiac war.

1763. Treaty of Paris, by which all the territory of New
France, including Wisconsin, was surrendered to the English.

1764. Green Bay re-occupied by the British under Capt.
Howard.

1764. Louisiana ceded to Spain by the French.

1766. The laws of Canada were extended over the north-
west. , .

1766-68. Jonathan Carver makes an extended tour through
the country.

1774. Organization of the North-western Fur Company.

1774. A civil government was established in the North-west,
by the celebrated ¢ Quebec Act.”

1777, Indians from Wisconsin joined the British against the
Americans. '

1780. Lieut.-Gov. Patrick St. Clair of Canada purchased
Green Bay, Prairie du Chien, &c., from the Indians.

1785. There was a great flood in the Mississippi River.

1786. Julian Dubuque explored the lead region of the
Upper Mississippi.

1787. The well-known Ordinance of 1787 was passed by
Congress for the government of the North-west.
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1788. There was an Indian council at Green Bay. Permis-
sion to work the lead mines was given to Dubuque.

1796. Green Bay, Prairie du Chien, &c., were surrendered by
the English to the United States.

1796. Laws of the Ordinance of 1787 extended over the
North-west.

1800. Indian territory organized, including Wisconsin.

1800. Louisiana ceded to France by Spain.

1803. Antoine Barth settled at the portage of the Fox and
Wisconsin Rivers.

1803. Louisiana ceded to the United States by France.

1804. Indian treaty at St. Louis; Southern Wisconsin pur-
chased.

1805. Michigan Territory organized.

1805. Lieut. Pike ascended the Mississippi River.

1809. Thomas Nuttall, the botanist, explored Wisconsin.

1809. Illinois Territory was organized, including Wisconsin.

1809. First saw-mill built, near Green Bay.

1812. Indians assembled at Green Bay to join the English.

1814. Gov. Clark took possession of Prairie du Chien.

1814. Prairie du Chien surrendered to the British.

1815. The American Fur Company began to establish trad-
ing-posts.

1815. United States trading-post established at Green Bay.

1816. Indian treaty confirming that of 1804.

1816. United States troops took possession of Prairie du
Chien.

1816. Col. Miller commenced the erection of Fort Howard
at Green Bay.

1816. Indian treaty ; lands relinquished to Indians.

1816. Jaques Vieux settled at Milwaukee.

1817. Indian treaty at St. Louis.

1817. Major S. H. Long ascended the Mississippi.

1818. State of Illinois was organized ; Wisconsin attached to
Michigan.

1818. Solomon Juneau built his cabin.

1818. A saw-mill built four miles above Prairie du Chien.

1818. Brown and Crawford Counties organized, incltidi,ng the

whole State.
5
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1819. A saw-mill erected at Black River Falls, by C. A.
Andrews.
1819. Fort Snelling built and occupied.
1820. United-States commissioners adjusted land-claims at
Green Bay.
1821. Oneida and Stockbridge Indians settled near Green
Bay.
1821. First post-office established at Green Bay.
1821. Fort Crawford built at Prairie du Chien.
1822. The New York Indians purchase lands east of Lake
Winnebago.
1822. James Johnson obtained from the Indians the right to
dig for lead by negro slaves from Kentucky.
1823, January. Wisconsin made a separate Judicial District
by Congress.
1823. First government leases to lead-miners.
1823. Land-claims at Prairie du Chien adjusted by the gov-
ernment.
1823. Major S. H. Long’s expedition to the Upper Missis-
sippi.
1823. First steamboat on the Upper Mississippi, with Major
Taliafero and Count Beltrami.
1823. Lieut. Bayfield of the British navy made a survey of
Lake Superior.
1823. An Episcopal mission established near Green Bay.
1824. James D. Doty appointed judge by Pres. Monroe ; held
the office nine years. '
1824, July 12. First court held in Brown County.
1824, Oct. 4. First term of United-States Circuit Court held
at Green Bay.
1825, Aug. 1 and 19. Indian treaties at Prairie du Chien.
1825. The Carver grant of land rejected by Congress.
1826. First steamboat on Lake Michigan.
1826. Indian treaty at St. Louis. ;
- 1826. Great flood in the Mississippi, twenty-six feet above
low water at Prairie du Chien.
1827. A rush of speculators to the lead-mines.
1827. Difficulties with the Indians. Troops sent to settle
them. '
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1827, Aug. 11. Treaty with the Menomonee Indians at
Butte des Morts.

1828. Fort Winnebago built at ¢ the portage.”

1828. Indian treaty at Green Bay; the lead-region pur-
chased.

1828. Lead ore discovered at Mineral Point and Dodgeville.

1829, July 29. Winnebago treaty at Prairie du Chien.

1829. A Methodist mission established at Green Bay.

1830. A Methodist mission established at La Pointe.

1830, May. The Sioux killed seventeen Sauks and Foxes
near Prairie du Chien.

1831, Feb. 8. Menomonee treaty at Washington.

1831. Public lands in the lead-region surveyed by Lucius
Lyon and others.

1832, June 16. Battle with the Sauk Indians on the Peka-
tonica.

1832, July 21. Battle on the Wisconsin River.

1832, Aug. 2. Battle at mouth of the Bad Axe; Black Hawk
defeated.

1832. First arrival of steamboat at Chicago.

1832. Schoolcraft discovered the true source of the Mis-
sissippi. '

1832, Sept. 15. Winnebago treaty at Fort Armstrong.

1832, Oct. 27. Treaty with the Menomonees.

1832. High water in the Mississippi.

1833. A Methodist mission established at Ottawa Lake
(Chippewa River).

1833, Sept. 26. Indian treaty at Chicago ; lands south and
west of Milwaukee ceded to the government.

1833, Dec. 11. TFirst newspaper (‘ Green Bay Intelligencer ")
published.

1834. Public lands near Green Bay surveyed by A. G.
Ellis.

1834. Land offices established at Mineral Point and Green
Bay.

1834. Population by census taken, 4,795.

1835. First settlement at Milwaukee, Samuel Brown and
family.

1835. George W. Jones elected delegate to Congress.
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1835. J. N. Nicollett commenced scientific exploration.

1835. Public lands at Milwaukee surveyed by William A.
Burt. ‘

1836, Jan. 9. The legislative council of Michigan met at
Green Bay.

1836, April 30. Henry Dodge appointed governor by Pres.
Andrew Jackson.

1836, July 4. Territory of Wisconsin organized.

1836, July 14. ¢ Milwaukee Advertiser” published at 371
Third Street.

1826, Sept. 8. Treaty with the Menomonees at Green Bay.

1836, Oct. 10. George W. Jones elected delegate to Con-
gress.

1836, Oct. 25. First legislature of Wisconsin convened at
Belmont, Wis.

1836, Dec. 3. Seat of government established at Madison.

1836. TFirst school opened in Milwaukee (at No. 371 Third
Street).

1836. United States land-office opened at Milwaukee.

1837, Jan. 26. Michigan admitted as a State.

1837, July 29. Chippewa treaty at Fort Snelling.

1837, Sept. 29. Sioux treaty ; lands east of the Mississippi
ceded.

1837, Nov. 1. Winnebago treaty ; lands ceded.

1837, Nov. 6. Legislature met at Burlington, Io.

1838, June 11. Special session of the legislature at Burling-
ton, To. :

1838, Sept. 10. James D. Doty elected delegate to Congress.

1838, Nov. 26. First session of the legislature at Madison.

1839, Jan. 21. Legislative session ; statutes enacted.

1839. Indian (Sioux and Chippewa) battle; two hundred
killed.

1839, September. James D. Doty re-elected to Congress.

1889, Dec. 6. Legislative session commenced.

1840, Aug. 8. Extra session of the legislature.

1840, Dec. 7. Legislative session.

1841, Sept. 27. Henry Dodge elected delegate to Congress.

1841, Sept. 80. James Duane Doty appointed governor by
Pres. John Tyler.



70 HISTORY OF WISCONSIN.

1841, Dece. 6. Legislature met.

1842, Oct. 4. Chippewa treaty at La Pointe ; lands ceded.

1842, Dec. 6. Legislative session commenced.

1843, Sept. 25. Henry Dodge re-elected delegate to Con-
gress.

1843, Dec. 4. Legislative session commenced.

1844, June 21. Nathaniel P. Tallmadge appointed governor
" by Pres. John Tyler.

1845, Jan. 6. Legislative session commenced.

1845, April 8. Henry Dodge appointed governor by Pres.
James K. Polk. :

1845, Sept. 22. Morgan L. Martin elected delegate to Con-
gress.

1846, Jan 5. The legislature met.

1846, April. A vote of the people in favor of a State
government.

1846, Aug. 6. Act of Congress authorizing a State govern-
ment.

1846, Dec. 16. A State constitution adopted in convention.

1847, Jan. 4. The legislature met.

1847, April. The proposed State constitution rejected by
vote of the people.

1847, Sept. 27. John H. Tweedy elected delegate to Con-
gress. '

1847, Oct. 18. Special session of the legislature.

1848, Feb. 1. A new State constitution adopted in conven-
tion. ’ ’

1848, Feb. T. Sixteenth (and last) session of the Territorial
Legislature.

1848, March 18. The State constitution adopted by a vote
of the people ; and Wisconsin became one of the States of the
American Union, being the seventeenth admitted, and the
thirtieth in the list of States.



CHAPTER IIL
INDIAN TRIBES OF WISCONSIN.

It is not our intention, in this chapter, to write any extensive
notice touching the manners and customs of the native tribes
of Wisconsin: such would be foreign to the scope of this:
volume. Nevertheless, a list of the tribal names of the Indians
who inhabited the Territory, together with a few hints as to
their location and successive removals, will be expedient. In.
this, as in some of the succeeding chapters, our remarks will be’
statistical rather than descriptive.

We may, with good results, give a list of the different names:
by which the Indian tribes of Wisconsin have been known: —

Ainoves =Iowas.
Assistaeronons = Mascontins.
Ayauways = Iowas.
Bay Indians = Winnebagoes.
Brothertowns.
Bevau-acs = Sioux.
Bewauacs = Sioux.
Chippewas = Sauteurs = Ojibbeways.
Courterrielles = Ottawas.
Cynagos = Sinagoux.
Dacotahs = Sioux.
Folles Avoines = Menomonees.
Foxes = Reynard = Outagamies.
Gens de Feu == Mascontins.
Howahs = The Sioux name for Towas.
Hotauke = Sioux name for Winnebagoes.
Hurons = Wyandotts.
Ilinois.
Towas.
Isle aux Noix = Illinois.
71
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Keinouches.

Kickapoos.

Kiskakons.

Kitchigamick.

Mascontins = Gens de Feu.

Makou.

Makoueone.

Marameg.

Menomonees.

Miainis.

Mikissoua.

Musquakies = Outagamies — Foxes.
Nadowessi == Sioux, their Chippewa name.
Noquets.

Ojibbeways = Chippewas.

Oneidas.

Ontehibouse = Chippewas.

Osaukies = Sauks = Sacs.

Othun-gu-rahs == Winnebagoes in their own language.

Ottawas.
Outagamies — Foxes.
Pottawattomies.

Puans or Puants = Winnebagoes of Green Bay.
Reynards = Foxes.
Sakis = Sauks.

Sauks.

Sauters = Chippewas.
Sinagoux.

Sioux.

Stockbridges.

Tawas = Ottawas.
Winnebagoes.

‘Wyandotts = Hurons.

By reference to the above list, the reader will be enabled to
trace the connection between some of the half meaningless
Indian names used, and the nations or tribes to which they
belong. We can only mention, however, the names of those
tribes, or families, over again, giving the dates at which they
occupied certain lands.

In the early part of the last century, says Dr. Lapham, the
Chippewas numbered about one hundred and fifty warriors at
Chegoimegon Point, Lake Superior; the Menomonees, at the
north of Lake Michigan, one hundred and sixty; the Sioux, at
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the head of lake Superior, three hundred ; the Pottawattomies,
at the outlet of Green Bay, twenty ; the Sauks, at the head of
Green Bay, one hundred and fifty ; the Foxes, on the river that
still bears their name, one hundred; the Kickapoos, about
eighty; and the Mascontins, about sixty men capable of bear-
ing arms. The whole Indian population within the district
under consideration was then estimated at about fifteen thou-
sand souls.

Three tribes are known to have, at one time, resided at or
near Milwaukee ; viz., the Menomonees, the Pottawattomies, and
the Ottawas. The first-named occupied the lake-shore to the
northward ; the second and last, the country to the southward.
The Ottawas were residing near where Milwaukee now stands
as early as 1762.

When Jonathan Carver made his journey through Wisconsin,
he found the Menomonees occupying the western border of
Green Bay; the Winnebagoes, on the Upper Fox River; the
Sauks and Foxes, on the Wisconsin ; and the Mascontins were
believed to have possession of the southern and interior portions
of the State. * Were we able,” says Dr. Lapham, ¢ to trace
accurately the history of the Indian nations, we should find,
upon a small scale, a counterpart of the written history of the
Caucasian race. One, by fortunate location, good government,
and peaceful habits, becomes prosperous, and therefore ambi-
tious : without international law, and with no respect for the
rights of others, they crowd upon and soon displace their less
fortunate neighbors. These are hence compelled to encroach
upon the hunting-grounds of other tribes; and in this way the
map of North America, like that of Europe, required adjust-
ment from time to time. Thus the names of places, of rivers
and lakes, handed down to us, may be those given by tribes
long since driven from their vicinity ; and we may, perhaps,
understand why, in all the modern Indian languages, we can
find no explanation of the origin of the name of our State.
They must be names applied by some tribe now extinet, or to be
found in some far distant country.”

The Indian tribes of Wisconsin may be classed under two
great national names ; but it must be remembered that the tribes
we have named as residing within the boundaries of the State



HISTORY OF WISCONSIN. 75

constituted but a small fraction of these nations. These
nations are the Algonquins, or Algonkins, and the Dacotas.

In 1821, and even later, Wisconsin, and a portion of Illinois,
were inhabited, for the most part, only by Indians. ¢ On the
occasion of a treaty held at Chicago in 1821, they assembled
from all quarters to the number of three thousand souls.
Straggling parties were seen everywhere, proceeding to the
appointed place, usually on horseback, and decorated, according
to the Indian taste, with medals, silver bands, and feathers.”
Schoolcraft tells us, that ¢ the gaudy and showy dresses of these
troops of Indians, with the jingling caused by the striking of
their ornaments, and their spirited manner of riding, created a
scene as novel as it was interesting.. Proceeding from all parts
of a very extensive circle of country, like rays counverging to
a focus, the nearer we approached, the more compact and con-
centrated the body became ; and we found our cavalcade rapid-
ly augmented, and consequently the dust, confusion, and noise
increased at every by-path which intercepted our way.”

But we have no space for the long and interesting chapters
that might be compiled on the manners and customs of the
Wisconsin Indians, and must, therefore, confine ourselves to a
brief mention of the important events in the history of the
several tribes, their migrations, and their final disappearance.
For our materials in this particular, we are indebted to a pam-
phlet edited by I. A. Lapham, Lievi Blossom, and George G.
Dousman, now among the Collections of the Wisconsin His-
torical Society. Indeed, we shall take the liberty of quoting
from said pamphlet, as the following paragraphs cannot easily
be improved upon, for the purposes which they will serve in
this chapter.

¢t The Mascontins, as before remarked, early disappeared. Their record is
fully made up ; their decline and fall is complete : but what has become of
them — whether removed to some distant part of the country, amalgamated
with some other tribe, or destroyed by poverty and disease —we are not per-
mitted to know. Alas! the destiny of the Mascontin is the destiny of the
red man.

¢« The Kickapoos were removed at an early date, west of the Mississippi
River ; and their name does not appear among those tribes that disposed of
their lands to our government.

¢« The Sauks and Foxes appear at one time to have joined the Sioux in
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their effort to maintain a footing upon the east bank of the Mississippi,
against the Chippewas. In 1765 they were upon the Upper Wisconsin,
occupying the country from Green Bay to Lac de Flambeaun, and even to
Lake Superior and Upper Mississippi, giving their name (Sauk) to a river
- and rapids in Minnesota. TFrom this position, which they occupied but a
short time, they were driven back by the Chippewas, under the leadership
of their famous chief, Wah-boo-jeog (White Fisher), who died at Chegoime-
gon in 1793. The decisive battle was fought at the Falls of the St. Croix.
They were thus forced to the Lower Rock River, beyond our border ;
and they do not appear as claiming any share of Wisconsin in the general
apportionment among the Indian tribes at Prairie du Chien, in 1825.
¢ The Winnebagoes are supposed to be an offshoot of the great Sioux
nation : they have figured largely in the Indian history of Wisconsin, They
were but a small tribe when first encountered by the French on the shores
of Green Bay, and named by them Puans (Stinks), on account of their filthy
habits. They afterwards became a very bold and warlike tribe. They
joined Pontiac in his effort to eradicate British rule in the North-west, in
1763, and afterwards fought with the British against us (the Americans)
in 1812. In 1837 they sold their lands in Wisconsin to the government,
and were removed, in the spring of 1849, to their ¢ reservation ’ at the West,
where it is supposed they are to remain permanently.
¢« The Sioux struggled manfully for their ancient hunting-grounds on the
. St. Croix River, and only relinquished them in 1837 to the United States
Government by treaty. The Chippewas on the north, and the Winnebagoes
on the south, had already crowded them into a very narrow space along the
east bank of the Mississippi, between Prairie du Chien and Lake St. Croix.
Tt is supposed that they extended much farther eastward, along the southern
borders of Lake Superior, whence they were driven by the Chippewas,
who were themselves crowded by other still more eastern tribes. Their
very name, in the language of the Chippewas (Nada wessy), signifies an
enemy; and these two tribes, like British and French, were always at war.
“The Chippewas have persistently maintained their position on the
south shore of Lake Superior, stretching, in 1832, to the head waters of
Chippewa and Wisconsin Rivers. At this time they numbered 2,826.
¢ Among them were thirty-five trading-posts, visited annually by traders
licensed under the Act of Congress of May 26, 1824. The Chippewas sold
their land to the government in 1837 and 1842, except a small reservation
near the mouth of Bad River, on Lake Superior, which is still occupied by
them, though the great body of the tribe have been removed to Minnesota.
~¢¢From the Report of the Commissioners of Indian Affairs from 1856,
we learn that the Chippewas of Lake Superior, including the band on Bad
River, in the northern part of Wisconsin, have been furnished with a liberal
supply of farming-implements, carpenter’s tools, household furniture, and
cooking-utensils; and every Indian having a house, and residing in it, has
been supplied with a good -cooking-stove and the usual cooking utensils, a
table, a bureau, chairs, bedstead, looking-glass, and many small articles for
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household use. The effect of this policy is quite perceptible and salutary,
and has stimulated many to erect, and provide for erecting, new houses at
Bad River and several other places. This is evidently a move in the right
direction, and one that might have been adopted with advantage at an
earlier date.

¢ The Menomonees, or Wild Rice Eaters, appear to have been a quiet,
peace-loving people, usually ranked above the average of Indian tribes in
personal appearance and intellectual qualities. For a long time the Milwau-
kee River was the boundary separating them from the Pottawattomics at the
south. Tomah appears to have been, in former times, a good and great
chief among them, advising always against war and all other kinds of wick-
edaess. He has been very properly remembered in the name of one of our
flourishing towns.

¢In 1848 the Menomonees ceded their entire country in this State to the
General Government, and were to be removed to Minnesota; but, the district
assigned them not being found suitable to their wants, they were, with
the consent of the Wisconsin legislature, allowed to remain upon a small
reservation (276,480 acres) on the Wolf River. In 1852 they were removed
to this reservation, which it is expected will remain their permanent home
80 long as they shall maintain their organization as a distinct tribe.

¢ In August, 1853, Oshkosh, the renowned chief of this tribe, whose
name is very properly perpetuated in the beautiful city on the shores of
Lake Winnebago, represented to the government that his tribe had never
been so poor and destitute of provisions, having fallen almost to a condition
of starvation. About half of the tribe were devoted to agriculture: the
remainder still adhered to the roving life of the hunter. The government
aid extended to this tribe as a compensation for their lands appears to have
been administered with very little care and judgment. Mrs. Dousman and
her daughter resided upon the reserve; the latter as a teacher, occupying
temporary buildings, entirely unfit for the purposes for which they were
used.

¢ The Pottawattomies were one of the largest and most powerful of the
Indian tribes. They were represented, in 1821, as thinly scattered in tents
over a very great extent of country, stretching, on the south, along both sides
of the Illinois River, on the western shore of Lake Michigan, ‘to the
Menomonees of Millewacky, and to the Winnebagoes of Green Bay;’ on
the east, beyond the St. Joseph to the headwaters of the Maumee and the
Wabash; and towards the west their territories extended to Rock River,
and to the lands of the Sauks and Foxes on the Mississippi. At the treaty
held in Chicago in 1833, they relinquished to the government all their lands
in this State south and west of the Milwaukee River, which then became
public land, and was open for settlement and improvement by white people.

¢TIn 18533 the remnant still remaining of this once powerful tribe were
removed to their ¢ permanent homes ’ west of the Upper Mississippi.

¢ The Ottawas appear to have been intimately associated with the Potta-
wattomies: they joined in relinquishing the lands south and west of Milwau-
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kee. Their proper home seems to have been upon the east of Lake Michigan.
On Charlevoix’ map, the Chippewas are set down as Ottawas.

‘“ The Brothertowns were removed to the east bank of Lake Winnebago
from the State of New York. They have relinquished their tribal organiza-
tion, and have been adopted with full privileges, as citizens of the United
States.

¢ The Stockbridges were also removed to the east banks of Lake Win-
nebago, from the State of New York. They were but few in number, had
made some considerable advance in civilization, the arts, &c.; and in 1856,
after some difficulties with the government, they were induced to remove
to a tract of land adjoining the Menomonee reservation on Wolf River.

‘¢ The Oneidas, a mere remnant of a once important tribe, were removed
to a reservation near Green. Bay, from the State of New York. They still
retain their Indian organization and government distinct from that of the
State; have made considerable advances in the right direction. Their patches
of cultivated land have become farms; their log-huts have been replaced by
good substantial buildings; and they have blacksmiths, carpenters, &c.,
from among their own people.

¢ It seems proper here, to say a few words of the action of our National
and State Government with reference to the Indian. Before the law, an
Indian is regarded as an alien, and treated as such. Indians not taxed are
not enumerated, and included as a part of the population, as a basis of
representation in the Congress of the United States.

¢ The celebrated ordinance for the government of the territory of the
United States north-west of the Ohio River, adopted in Congress in July,
1787, provided, that ¢the utmost good faith shall always be observed
towards the Indians: their lands and property shall never be taken from
them without their consent; and in their property, rights, and liberty, they
never shall be invaded or disturbed, unless in just and lawful wars,
authorized by Congress. © But laws founded in justice and humanity shall
from time to time be made for preventing wrongs being done to them, and
for preserving peace and friendship among them.’

¢ This eminently just and humane policy has ever been held in view by
our government; and, had the Indian department been a little more fortu-
nate in preventing individuals from committing some of the most flagrant
wrongs to these ¢ nations,” all would have been well, and the Indians of to-
day would not have been the degraded beings we now, unhappily, see about
us.
‘¢ By the statute law of the Territory of Wisconsin of 1839, it was made a
punishable offence to furnish spirituous liquors to the Indians. As a sample
of local legislz;,tion so common in this State, we may cite the law of January,
1840, in which it was gravely enacted that it should be unlawful to keep within
JSive miles of the mouth of Wolf River, in Brown County, any intoxicating liquors
for the purpose of supplying the Indians. To show that our law-makers
were entirely in earnest in the matter, it was further enacted, five years
afterwards, that the offender might be indicted ; and it was made the
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imperative duty of the courts to give the matter specially in charge of the
grand jury. Still, Indians would get drunk; the temptation of white
men to sell whiskey to them being too strong to be thus easily overcome.

¢¢ The constitution of the State of Wisconsin, adopted in 1848, recognized
the rights of Indians who had once been declared by law of Congress to be
citizens of the United States, and of civilized Indians not members of any
tribe or ‘nation,” to vote at all clections. The property of Indians was
exempted from taxation ; and they were allowed the privilege of suing and
being sued, with the same judicial rights as other inhabitants.”

We are not prepared to follow the gentlemen named in our
quotation, through their criticism of the United States Govern-
ment in its relations with the Indian tribes. It is certain, that
if the government could have had any valuable precedents,
either in history or in contemporary governments, from which
a wiser policy than that pursued might have been drawn, the
results would have been more salutary to the interests of the
natives, as well as a lighter burden upon national blood and
treasure. That the Indians as nations have been shamefully
treated is an unwelcome truth. The solemn engagements
into which they have entered with their Great Father have,
for the most part, received greater respect and compliance from
the Indians, who were generally forced to make them, than from
the government, which, in nearly every case, dictated its own
terms. And yet, after all, it seems to have been within the
scope of a divine providence that the aborigines of North
America should vanish before civilization. Nor does the
writer believe that any policy of the United States Government,
no matter how deeply fraught with forces calculated to foster
and perpetuate this dying race, could have saved them from
the extermination which they have already suffered. It is,
however, a stigma upon our national honor, that the decline
and rapid disappearance of the natives is so heavily freighted
with unnecessary cruelty.

P )

We may properly close this chapter with the following list!
of Indian treaties, all of which have to do, either directly or
indirectly, with the relinquishment of the territory now in-
cluded within the boundaries of the State of Wisconsin.

1We are indebted to the Collections of the Wisconsin Historical Society fo1
this list,
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1804, Nov. 3, at St. Louis, between Gov. William H. Harri-
son, and the Sauks and Foxes, at which Southern Wisconsin
was purchased. ‘

1816, May 18, at St. Louis, confirming that of Nov. 3, 1804,
with a portion of the Winnebago tribe, residing on the Wis-
consin River. N

1816, Aug. 24, at St. Louis, with Ottawas, Chippewas, and
Pottawattomies residing on the Illinois and Milwaukee Rivers,
&c. Lands relinquished to the Indians, except nine miles
square, at Prairie du Chien.

1817, March 80, at St. Louis, with the Menomonees. A
treaty of peace, friendship, &e.

1821, the Oneida and Stockbridge Indians settled near Green
Bay.

1822, Sept. 3, at Fort Armstrong, with the Sauk and Fox
tribes.

1825, Aug. 1 and 19, at Prairie du Chien, with Sioux and
Chippewas, Sauks and Foxes, Winnebagoes, Ottawas, Pottawat-
tomies, &c. Boundary between Sioux and Chippewas agreed
upon; also between the Chippewas, and between the Winne~
bagoes and other tribes.

1826, Aug. 5, at Fond du Lac, with the Chippewas, who-
assent to the boundaries agreed upon at Prairie du Chien.

1827, Aug. 11, at Butte des Morts, with the Menomonees,.
in which they relinquish their right to a tract of land near
Green Bay.

1828, at Green Bay. Purchase of the lead-mine region.

1829, July 29, at Prairie, with the Winnebagoes. Purchase:
of the lead-mine region confirmed.

1831, Feb. 8, at Washington, with the Menomonees, who:
‘ceded to the United States all their lands east of the Milwaukee
River, Lake Winnebago, and Green Bay.

1832, Oct. 27, with the Menomonees. Lands purchased for
the New York Indians.

1833, Sept. 26, at Chicago. Lands south and west of the
Milwaukee River purchased of the Chippewas, Pottawattomies,
and Ottawas.

1836, Sept. 3, at Green Bay, with the Menomonees. Lands
purchased west of Green Bay, and a strip on the Upper Wis-
consin River.
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1837, July 29, at Fort Snelling, by Gov. Dodge, with the
Chippewas. Lands south of the divide between the waters of-
Lake Superior and those of the Mississippi ceded to the
government.

1837, Sept. 29, with the Sioux. Lands east of the Missis- -
sippi ceded to the government.

1837, Nov. 1, with the Winnebagoes, who ceded all their
lands east of the Mississippi River to the government.

1842, Oct. 4, at La Pointe, with the Chippewas. Lands
ceded, &c.

1848, Oct. 18, with the Menomonees, who ceded all their
lands in Wisconsin.

1848, Nov. 24, with the Stockbridges; purchase of their
reservation on the east shore of Lake Winnebago.



CHAPTER IV.

EARLY HISTORY OF WISCONSIN.

The French in America— The Fur Trade — Jesuit Missionaries — Jean Nicollet
—Green Bay—Its Early History — Labors of Father Allouez, Dablon,
André, Marquette, and Others — La Salle, &c.

THE territory now embraced within the limits of the
State of Wisconsin was, according to the best authority, first
visited by Europeans in 1639, nineteen years after the Puritans
arrived in ¢ The Mayflower” on the shores of Massachusetts.
Charles I. was then king of England, and was engaged in his
war against Scotland ; and at the same time Louis XIII. was
king of France, having nearly closed his rcign. Europe was
in great commotion. The French Government had already
manifested a disposition to extend her territory in America by
conquests, and, as early as 1604, had colonized Acadia. In
1608 Quebec was founded ; and in 1663 Canada, or New France,
was made a royal colony.

The reports circulated in France concerning the advantages
of the fur-trade with the Indians were such as to induce many
of the nobility and gentry of that nation to invest their for-
tunes in the New World. With this patronage, and the con-
stantly increasing number of colonists, New France grew rap-
idly in commerce, extending its nominal dominion far towards
the Great Lakes, * '

Hand in hand with the traders came the Jesuit fathers, ever
anxious to carry the news of the gospel to the native tribes of
the North-west. As early as 1660 they established a mission
on the south side of the western extremity of Lake Superior,
at a place called, in the Indian tongue, Che-go-ime-gon ; and in

1669 Father Allouez, whose name is deservedly identified with
33
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the early history of the lake country, organized a mission at
Green Bay.

A Frenchman named Jean Nicollet is supposed or believed
to have been the first white person who visited the territory now
called Wisconsin. In 1639 this enterprising explorer visited
Green Bay, and concluded a peace with the Indians
then residing there, in the interests of the government
of New France. In the same year he ascended the Fox River
to the portage. Crossing this, he embarked on the Wisconsin
River, and explored that stream within a few days’ sail of the
Mississippi. In 1642 this faithful French explorer lost his life
while on a benevolent mission to rescue a poor Abenaqui from
the Algonquins. He served a valuable part on the early stage
of action in this region, not only in reporting the favorable
condition of the country to his countrymen, but in furnishing
information in regard to the names and situations of the native
tribes, which formed the basis of subsequent explorations.

From this time, 1639 to 1673, we have but little to record
that transpired in Wisconsin. Now and then a zealous mis-
sionary endangered or lost his life by penetrating the country;
and, perchance, an occasional fur-trader was secn among the
natives at Green Bay. But aside from this, and the constantly
recurring conflicts between the Indian nations, there is nothing
authentic that can be presented in these pages; and even
accounts of these come to us on the winds of uncertain tradi-
tion. However, there is now and then a ray of light from this
early chaotic period. In 1654 Ifather Mercier visited the
Indians at Green Bay, and remarks concerning them, to his
superior at Quebec, that, *“at the islands of the lake of the
people of the sea known as ¢ Stinkards,” there are many tribes,
whose language closely resembles the Algonquins, and that,
they are only nine days’ journey from the Great Lake; and
that, if the government would send thirty Frenchmen into that
country, not only would they gain many souls to God, but
would receive a profit above the expenses incurred.”

A little later, in 1655, Jean de Quens, a missionary, writes
concerning the same place (Green Bay), saying that the
nations located there were very large and powerful. One

of them, according to this authority, numbered sixty villages,
6
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another forty, and another thirty. These Indians were then
living in a state of complete barbarity, making war on the
nations, or tribes, west of them; conducting their councils
with all the curious ceremonies and formalities peculiar to their
ancient traditions. In the same year, fifty canoes of these
Indians visited Quebec for the purpose of establishing a trade
with the French. They were successful in this mission, as
might have been expected, and returned with thirty French
traders and two priests.

In 1669 an effort was put forth to found a mission at Green
Bay; and, on the &d of November, Father Claudius Allouez
left Sault Ste. Marie to execute this purpose, accompanied by
two Frenchmen and two canoes of Pottawattomie Indians.
After a journey fraught with much of hardship and danger,
the venerable Jesuit reached the end of his journey, and spent
the winter preaching to the Pottawattomies, Menomonees, Sacs,
Foxes, and Winnebagoes, whom he found mingled there. He
established a mission on the Fox River, at the Rapids des
Peres. He said his first mass Dec. 3, the festival™ of St.
Francis Xavier, and called the mission by his name. Allouez

found quite a respectable number of Indians at the rapids.
" They comprised four nations, numbering, in all, six hundred
souls. These Indians were living in a state of progress, prac-
tising agricultural industry, raising large fields of corn, beans,
tobacco, &c. The surrounding forests were alive with excel-
lent game, and we may infer that these Indians were, in many
respects, peculiarly blessed.

In September, 1669, Allouez was joined by Father Marquette,
whose name will ever justly live in the names of streams,
counties, towns, and cities in the North-west, as a tribute to
his heroic services as an explorer, and missionary among the
Indians. This pious father, in company with Claude Dablon,
had, in 1667, visited the Chippewas at the Sault, and established
the mission of Ste. Mary’s, the oldest settlement begun by
Europeans within the bounds of the State of Michigan. And
now, two years later, filled with a spirit of enterprise and
duty, wrought up to impatience by the highly-colored repre-
sentations of the savages, he determined to reach the Father of
Waters. But he was frustrated in his designs until 1673,
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owing partly to the want of patronage from the French colo-
nial government, which was withheld only because of its own
feeble condition, and partly to the many unfavorable circum-
stances ‘arising from the .ever-recurring difficulties with the
Indians. But in this year the venerable father, accompanied
by Joliet and five other Frenchmen, embarked in
two frail bark canoes, arriving at Green Bay in
June. This party, with two Indian guides, passed up the Fox
River to the portage, and crossed over to the Wisconsin, and
slowly sailed down its current, amid its vine-covered. isles,
encountering, of course, its countless sandbars. No sound,
save the songs of the wild birds, broke the wearisome stillness ;
no human form, civilized or savage, appeared : but at length,
after a voyage of seven days, and on the 17th of June, they
floated out into the majestic current of the great river. After
an absence of four months, Marquette returned to Green Bay,
by way of Lake Michigan, having travelled about 2,549 miles.

From this date until the war between the Sacs and Foxes,
which extended over the first quarter of the eighteenth centu-
ry, we have but little of importance in the history of Wiscon-
sin. Yet there are a few incidents in the chain of events
worthy of mention here, if for nothing else than to complete
the record. These things are, for the most part, of no very
great importance. The missionary work among the native
tribes went steadily on. In this year the Indians of Green
Bay were under the excellent ministration of Fathers
Allouez and André. They had many souls for their
hire ; and the enthusiasm and zeal which characterized their
labors come up to us from those early days like the deeds of
divinely-inspired prophets. ~Allouez, leaving André to conduct
the routine of worship at the regular mission at the Bay,
pushed out to the neighboring tribes in the surrounding forests.
In its immediate results, their work was successful. Two years
later, when Marquette passed through the country on his mem-
orable voyage of discovery, of which we have already spoken,
they had baptized over two thousand souls; nor did their
work cease here. No obstacle, no discouragement, turned them
aside. The missions went steadily 'on; and in this
year, notwithstanding that Father André’s house at

1763.

1671.

1674.
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Green Bay had been destroyed by fire, he continued his Chris-
tian work with undiminished zeal. His little church of five
hundred native converts was quite prosperous in good words
and works. Living, for the most part, in his canoe, and travel-
ling in sunshine and storm, from point to point in his wild par-
ish, he continued to care for the spiritual needs of his six tribes,
the number included in his charge. Allouez continued his
work, reaching out farther and farther, planting mis-
sions in new quarters, and rearing the cross among the
wigwams of new tribes, disregarding danger, and disobeying
the voice of obstacle. This year is memorable on account
of the death of Father Marquette, who went to his reward
from the eastern shore of Lake Michigan, near the river that
now bears his name. He lived a true hero, a humble but aggres-
sive Christian worker, and died in the midst of his good deeds,
in a rude camp in the wild forest.

In the same year, or that following, the venerable Father

1676 Charles Albanel became Superior of the western

" missions, and took up his post at Green Bay, where
a second church was raised near the ruins of that occupied by
Father André. It stood near the Rapids des Péres. This
church comes up in the memory of this, as it will to that of
all succeeding generations, as a monument to the enterprise
and benevolence of Nicholas Perrot, well known as an early
Western explorer, and one of the Western traders of that day, .
as well as of the praiseworthy zeal of Father Albanel. We
should observe, in this connection, that Father Allouez was
assigned to the post made vacant by the death of Marquette.
This was among.the Illinois Indians. The good and pious
Father Allouez left Green Bay for this centre of savage tribes
in October, 1676.

We can only glance at the great work of La Salle in this
short chapter. This celebrated explorer, accompanied by Henry
De Tonty, Father Louis Hennepin, and others, made
a voyage up the lakes in 1679, in ¢ The Griffin,” the
first vessel built above the Falls of Niagara, and arrived at
Green Bay on the 2d of September. While at this point, La
Salle collected a load of furs, and sent the vessel back; but
it was unfortunately lost in a storm on the lakes. La Salle,

1675.

1679.
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with his company of seventeen men and priests, continued
their route by canoes to the St. Joseph River, of Lake Michi-
gan, when they entered the country of the Miamis, and con-
tinued their explorations southward, an account of which is
foreign to the subject of this volume.



CHAPTER V.

EARLY HISTORY OF WISCONSIN.

Green Bay and Prairie du Chien — Early Jesuit Missionaries —The Fox, Sauk,
and French Wars — Growth of the French Settlements — Green Bay in 1745 —
End of French Dominion — British Supremacy. .

IN the previous chapter, the incidents considered, in so far
as they related to Wisconsin, centred round Green Bay; but
from this point, and for a considerable period, our attention
will be directed, on the one hand, to that point, and, on the
other, to Prairie du Chien. From this date to the
formation of the Territorial Government, in 1836,
both civilized and savage commerce in Wisconsin was con-
fined, for the most part, to these points.

Father Louis Hennepin, who accompanied La Salle on the
expedition mentioned at the close of the previous chapter,
parted with him on the twenty-ninth day of February in this
year, and made a journey up the Mississippi, and was the first
to discover the falls, which he named the ¢ IFalls of St. An-
thony of Padua.” After a series of remarkable adventures
among the Indian tribes, he returned to Green Bay by way of
the Wisconsin and Ifox Rivers. At the latter point he found
Frenclimen trading without a license. ¢ The published narra-
tive of his journeys is full of contradictions and misrepresenta-
tions; and, while his account of Wisconsin and the upper
country may be regarded as truthful, a large part of his work
cannot be depended upon.”’! During this year the mission at
Green Bay was ably sustained by Father Enjalrau; and a
remarkable incident in the history of the place during the

1680.

1 From a paper by Daniel S. Durrie, A.M., librarian of the Wisconsin State
Historical Society.
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same period was the establishment of a military post and
garrison by De Tonty.

The exact time at which a military post was established at
Prairie du Chien has been, and still is, the subject of
much speculation ; some putting it as late as 1775,
while it is stated in a report of a committee of Congress to
have occurred in 1755, which was the year following the
reconciliation of the French, and Sauks and Foxes. The latter
date may be the correct one, as the French surrendered Canada
to the English in 1760 ; but it is very evident that there must
have been a post, at a much earlier date, upon or near the prairie.
The evidence of this early occupation is found in the official
document of the taking possession of the Mississippi Valley, in
the name of the French king, by Nicholas Perrot, * command-
ing at the post of the Nadoussioux,” at the post of St. An-
thony, May 8, 1689, ““to which documents among the names
of witnesses was Mons. De Borie-Guillot, commanding the
French in the neighborhood of Ouiskonche, on the Mississippi.
No more suitable place could have been selected for a military
post than Prairie du Chien; and, from all the information thus
far obtained, its location must be conceded as an established
fact. Judge George Gale, in his work on the Upper Mississippi,
says, ¢ We may safely infer that the country about Prairie du
Chien was occupied as a French post at least as early as April
20, 1689, and possibly the previous fall.’”

In the year 1683 Perrot visited the tribes west of the Missis-
sippi, and established friendly relations between them and the
French ; and it is believed that the information which he fur-
nished touching the geology of the Des Moines and Fevre
Rivers led to the discovery of the lead-mines in that vicinity.
In 1689 Le Hontan visited the site of Prairie du Chien, while
on an exploring-expedition up the Mississippi.

In 1683-84 Le Sueuer went, for the first time, up the Fox
River from Green Bay, and down the Wisconsin, to visit the
Sioux tribes; and about the same time Nicholas Perrot took
‘command at the post at Green Bay; and in the year following,
or in 1684, Lieut. Duluth arrived, and assumed military occu-
pancy of the post, under the superintendency of the command-
ant at Mackinaw. Duluth began his preparations for war

1681-89.
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against the Iroquois, and was assisted by Perrot, who was then
engaged in active and profitable trade with the Foxes near
Green Bay.

From this point, and for a considerable time, we have no
further accounts of the missionaries in this section, which is,
in some measure, due to the opposition which they received
from La Salle, and to the violent dissensions among .the Indians
which followed. The French began to lose their hold on the
affections of the Indians. England had begun to contest with
France for the supremacy of the North-west; and, as the con-
test merged into action, the missionaries retired.

On the 8th of May, 1689, Perrot — who was then commanding
for the king at the post of the Nadoussioux, commis-
sioned by the Marquis De Denonville, Governor of
Canada, to manage the interests of commerce among the
Indian tribes and people of Green Bay and vicinity — took
possession, in the name of the king, of the countries inhabited
by said tribes. The records inform us, that the papers were
signed in duplicate, — one at the post of St. Anthony, and the
other at Green Bay. Le Hontan visited Green Bay in Septem-
ber, 1689, and was entertained in a distinguished manner by
the Sauks, Pottawattomies, and Menomonees. He passed up
the Fox River, and noticed in his travels some of the features
of the country, and many of the characteristics of the Indians.

From this time, until the Sauk and Fox war, there is little
or nothing to record. During the first quarter of 1700-30.
the eighteenth century, however, these Indians,
occupying the valley of the Fox River, became so exasperated
against the French, that they cut off all communication be-
tween the posts on the frontier, extending from Detroit on the
east to Green Bay, on Lake Superior, on the west. The numer-
ous acts of barbarity in killing and plundering all who came
within their reach caused the French Government to send
several expeditions into the valley of the Fox River, to chas-
tise these nations. These expeditions were as follows: that
of De Louvigny, in 1716 ; De Lingnery, 1728; Martin, in
March, 1730 ; and De Villiers, in September of the same year.
By these expeditions, the hostile Indians were severely pun-
ished, and the beautiful valley occupied by them opened up to

1685-89.
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adventure, exploration, and settlement. This war and its good
results formed the basis of the claims of France to the Green
Bay country.?

In 1726, says Rev. Dr. A. Brunson, a man named Cardinell
settled near the site of Prairie du Chien. He was a hunter
and trapper; and we suppose he may be regarded as the first
settler in that locality. He came from Canada with his wife ;
and the latter is supposed to have been the first white woman
who visited the prairie. He probably came to Green Bay with
the French troops to punish the hostile Foxes; and, being in-
formed by the traders of the attractive hunting-grounds on the
Mississippi, he set out for that section, filled with the heroism
of the pioneer French fur-trader. The next settler at Prairie
du Chien was a Frenchman by the name of Garnier, whose
descendants are still found in the vicinity.

The settlement at the prairie, from this time, increased quite
rapidly ; and in 1755 the government of France established a
permanent military post near the mouth of the Wisconsin, and
near the site of the present city. Following this came a num-
ber of French families; and in a short time quite a prosperous
French village grew up, and attracted around it a very consid-
erable traffic in peltries. The fort near the Wisconsin, estab-
lished in 1689, had been abandoned some time previous to the
establishment of this post.

Turning our attention again to Green Bay, we may observe,
that, in 1721, Father Charlevoix, the distinguished historian of
New France, visited that section, in company with Capt. De
Montigny, who was appointed to take charge of the fort. We
learn from this early writer, that the post at Green Bay, at that
time, stood on the west side of the Fox River, half a league
from its mouth. There were a number of Indian villages both
above .and below the post; and the good missionary was then
still laboring among them, but with ill success. In 1826 we
find Fathers Amiton and Chardon both laboring as missiona-
ries at Green Bay; and, two years later, Father Emanuel Cres-
pel, but the war against the Foxes interfered with their labors:

1 An account of this war would, we think, occupy more space in this volume
than its importance deserves ; hence the reader is referred to the documents of
the Wisconsin Historical Society on this matter.
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hence they were among the last of the early French mission-
aries who held up the cross to the tribes in the vicinity of the
bay.

The first permanent settlement at Green Bay, and also of
Wisconsin, was made in 1745. In this year Augustine De
Langlade and his son Charles migrated to Green Bay from
Mackinaw, and became the principal proprietors of the soil.
They settled on the east side of Fox River, near its mouth,
somewhat above and opposite the old French post, and near
where the residence of the late Judge J. P. Arndt afterwards
stood. They were accompanied by M. Sauligny (the son-in-law
of the Sieur Augustin De Langlade) and his wife. These per-
sons were afterwards joined by Mons. Carron, who had been
for more than twenty years an Indian trader, and others. This
first colony in Wisconsin was composed of probably not more
than eight persons. Capt. De Velie was commandant of the
little garrison ; and the infant settlement moved along slowly.
It appears that the garrison was withdrawn shortly after the
settlement was founded, and not long before the commencement
of the old French and Indian war of 1754: nevertheless, the
little hamlet struggled on, Augustin De Langlade continuing
in the Indian trade, and Charles De Langlade as Indian agent.

It is impossible to present now a complete history of this
post. We find Capt. De Vorchieres commanding in 1747, and’
having very good success in quieting the Indians. In 1754 the
Sieur Perrier Marin commanded, and effected a valuable treaty
with the Indians. In 1756 Capt. Dumas, commanding at
Green Bay, concluded a peace with the Illinois Indians, in
behalf of the traders in the vicinity of the post. The French
and Indian war had now commenced, although it does not
appear that it had any special influence for good or evil upon
the Green Bay settlement, as it was probably too remote from
the scene of action to receive any sensible effects from the
operations of the combatants. It, however, opened a new field
for the enterprising spirit of Charles De Langlade. In 1755,
© with a strong army of Ottawas, Chippewas, Menomonees, and
other tribes, he set out for the defence of Fort du Quesne, in
which contest he was a commanding officer. In 1757 he
served under Montcalm, in the capture of Fort William Henry,
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at the head of Lake George. Indeed, this active pioneer of
Wisconsin took part in the contests of Ticonderoga and Crown
Point, and at the last great conflict that sealed the question of
supremacy on the Plains of Abraham, where his truly great
commander fell mortally wounded.

In 1758 a sad event transpired at Green Bay in the wretched
slaughter of eleven Frenchmen by the Indians. The com-
mandant escaped ; and the storehouse was plundered.

With the fall of Canada, in 17569, the whole country passed
into the hands of the British. At the close of the war, Charles
De Langlade was by the government of Canada, Sept. 3, 1760,
ordered to take charge of and conduct the Canadians under his
command to Mackinaw, the Indians to their villages, and for-
ward two companies of English deserters to Louisville. Thus
the way was opened for English occupancy ; and on the 12th
of October, 1761, Capt. Balfour and Lieut. Garrell, with British
troops, took possession of Green Bay. The English found the
old fort quite rotten, and the stockade fast falling into decay.
Lieut. James Garrell was made commandant, Capt. Balfour,
retiring ; leaving a detachment under the former of one ser-
geant, one corporal, and fifteen privates, in possession of the
fort, which was slightly repaired, and called Fort Edward
Augustus. This fort was abandoned two years later, when
the memorable Pontiac war was raging.

Charles De Langlade was re-appointed Indian agent, and re-
instated in command of the militia ; but there is no evidence
that the fort at Green Bay was ever re-occupied by a garrison
during the period of British dominion, or until after the war
of 1812. When the celebrated traveller, Capt. Jonathan Car-
ver, reached Green Bay, in 1766, there was no garrison there ;
nor had the building been kept in repair since it had been
abandoned by Lieut. Garrell. Mr. Carver found a few families
living at the fort; and opposite to it, on the east side of the
river, there were also a few French settlers still remaining,
who cultivated the land, and appeared to live comfortably.
This distinguished traveller passed on to the west and north,
making valuable observations of the territory of the Upper
Mississippi.

Following our distinguished traveller from Green Bay, our
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attention is properly drawn to Prairie du Chien, which had
made but little or no progress since our last mention of its first
settlers. Mr. Carver observed the ruins of a large settlement
in a very pleasing situation on the east bank of the Mississippi,
evidently the site of the ancient Outagamie town, from which
place that singular tribe had removed, professedly at the
bidding of the Great Spirit, to the opposite bank. At the
Prairie or Dog Plains, he found a large town containing about
three hundred families. The houses were well built, after the
Indian manner (log-cabins covered with bark), and pleasantly
situated on a very rich soil, from which they raised a profusion
of every necessary of life in great abundance. He also observed
many horses of good size and great beauty. It appeared to
this traveller, as it was no doubt the fact, that this town was
the great mart where all the adjacent tribes, and even those
who inhabited the most remote branches of the Mississippi,
annually assembled about the latter end of May, bringing with
them their furs to dispose of to the traders. It is a singular
fact, that when Carver was at the prairie, in 1766, he found no
white inhabitants : at least he does not speak of meeting with
any, although he describes the large Indian town and its com-
mercial importance. He tells us, however, that the traders
who accompanied him took up their winter residence on the
opposite side of the river: this they would not have done, if
there had been, at that time, a settlement of whites near the
mouth of the Wisconsin. This may be accounted for by the
fact, that, inasmuch as Canada had been surrendered to
England, the French had, of course, evacuated their fort;
which tradition says was burned the second year of the Ameri-
can Revolution.



CHAPTER VI.

EARLY HISTORY OF WISCONSIN.

Green Bay and Prairie Du Chien — Charles De Langlade — Conflict between
the Americans and British in the North-west — A Glance at the Settlements
in Wisconsin at the Close of the Revolutionary War — The Surrender to
the United States by the British,

DuriNe the last quarter of the eighteenth century, but little
is presented worthy of consideration in the history of Wiscon-
sin, either at Green Bay or at Prairie du Chien, the only
points around which much either of civilization or of barbarism
centred. Both places were under British rule. There were but
few families residing at Green Bay; and the only business
transacted was in furs and peltries. Upon the breaking-out of
the Revolutionary war, Charles De Langlade, then fifty-two
years of age, was persuaded to take an active part, should his
services be needed. He had fought gallantly in the interests of
France in the old French and Indian war, but on this occasion
was ready to take a place in the army for the English cause. It
is said, however, that he was not called into open battle during
the war, though he served a valuable place in the Indian
department. During this war, nearly all of the French and
English inhabitants at Green Bay, though virtually Ameri-
can citizens, were found in active work in the ranks of the
enemy; and the few Americans that resided there were at
the mercy of the English. Some were taken prisoners, and
conveyed to Detroit ; and some made captive by the Indians.

Turning our attention to Prairie du Chien, we find no
further accounts of visits of travellers, or doings of residents,
until 1780. At that date, Capt. J. Long, while at Mackinaw,

was sent by the commanding officer to accompany a party of
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Indians and Canadians to the Mississippi. Information had
been received at Mackinaw, that the Indian traders had depos-
ited their furs at Prairie du Chien, where, we are informed,
there was, at the time, a town of considerable note, built
under the command of Mons. Langlade, the king’s interpreter;
and the object of the expedition was to secure these furs, and
keep them from the Americans. Capt. Long left Mackinaw
with thirty-six Indians of the Outagamies and Sioux, and
twenty Canadians in nine large birch canoes, laden with Indian
presents. The party arrived at Green Bay in four days, and
proceeded through the Fox and Wisconsin Rivers to the forks
of the Mississippi, where they met two hundred of the Fox
Indians, and had a feast of five Indian dogs, bear, beaver, deer,
mountain cat, and raccoon, boiled in bear’s grease, and mixed
with huckleberries. They proceeded to Prairie du Chien, where
they found the merchants’ peltries in packs in a log-house,
guarded by Capt. Langlade and some Indians. They took three
hundred packs of the best skins, and filled the canoes. Sixty
more were burned to prevent the Americans from taking them.
They then returned to Mackinaw via Green Bay.

In the year 1781, Lieut.-Gov. Patrick Sinclair of Upper
Canada held a treaty with the Indians, at Mackinaw, for the
purchase of that island, Green Bay, and Prairie du
Chien. Pierre La Pointe testified before Judge Lee,
in 1820, that he was interpreter at the treaty. The present
settlement of Prairie du Chien was begun in 1783, by Mr.
Girard, Mr. Antaya, and Mr. Dubuque. There had formerly
been an old settlement about a mile below the
present city, which existed during the time the
French held possession of the Canadas, and of which we have
already spoken ; but it was abandoned, chiefly on account of
the unhealthy situation, being near the borders of an extensive
tract of overflowed land. At this time, or soon after, says
Rev. Dr. Brunson, * twenty or thirty settlers constituted all the
white representatives of the place; and, previous to 1793, the
whole prairie was claimed and occupied, amounting to forty-
three farms, and thirty orforty village lots, most or all of which
had previously been built upon.” This fact was established in
1823, by testimony taken before Judge Lee, who was appointed

1781.

1783.
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to take testimony for the government on the private land
claims of parties at the village. The greater part of the set-
tlers came as hunters, or employees, and, taking wives of the
natives, commenced farming on a small and primitive scale ;
cultivating the land with rough ploughs ironed at the point,
while they also hunted, trapped, and voyaged.

From a report made to Congress Feb. 25, 1818, we learn
that the village and fort were formally surrendered 1784-
by the British to the United States on the first day 1800.
of June, 1786. Gen. W. R. Smith thinks there is a doubt
about the formal surrender being made at that time. It is well
known that the general surrender of the western outposts took
place in July of that year.

In April, 1785, there was agreat flood in the Mississippi: the
waters rose from fifteen to twenty feet above the highest mark
they had ever been known to make before; and the whole
region of country drained by the river presented the aspect of
an immense sheet of water studded with islands.

In settlement, Green Bay, from its inception (in 1745) to
1785, had made but little progress; but, as we have seen, it
struggled along, sometimes without a military garrison, and
sometimes with a well-fortified post. But at length, in 1796,
the settlement, with its improvements, which were few indeed,
was surrendered to the American authorities by the British,
from which time the United-States Government has controlled
the interests of ‘Wisconsin.



CHAPTER VII.

GREEN BAY FROM 1796 TO 1836.

The War of 1812 — Erection of Fort Howard — The Early Settlement of Green
Bay — Travels and Adventures— Number and Condition of the Indians —The
Embryo City of Green Bay — Arrival of Government Troops — The Early Lead
Traffic— Green Bay in 1824 —TIndian Troubles — Murder — Formation of the
‘Wisconsin Territory, &c.

WE have noted, in the foregoing chapter, some of the impor-
tant incidents in the history of Wisconsin, from its first explo-
ration by Europeans, to the end of British rule in the Territory,
in 1796. At the latter date, as through the whole narrative,
there were but two points of interest, — Green Bay and Prairie
du Chien ; nor does the narrative change in this regard until
the organization of the Territorial Government, in 1836. It is
therefore the purpose of this and the following chapter to follow,
first, Green Bay, and, secondly, Prairie du Chien, in the prin-
cipal events of history, from 1796 to 1836. This chronological
record will not include any elaborate notices of pioneer life in
Wisconsin, nor even an account of the memorable Black Hawk
war. These and other important features of the early history
follow these chapters in their regular order. The object in the
chapters named is to present a skeleton of events in the period
mentioned, as free as possible from remark or embellishment.

First, then, as to Green Bay. Soon after the declaration of

1812, Van in June, 1812, Col. Robert Dickson, an English
' trader at Prairie du Chien, and agent, collected a
considerable body of Indians at Green Bay for the purpose of
rendering assistance to the British forces in their operations on
the Great Lakes of the North-west. At the taking of Macki-
naw by the British (July 17, 1811), we find this Col. Dickson

very prominent, and also Capt. Rolette of Prairie du Chien.
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The official report of the surrender of that post shows that four
hundred Indians of the Sioux, Folle Avoines, Puans, and Chip-
pewas, were engaged in the British interest. After the taking
of Mackinaw, Col. McKay of the British army proceeded west
to Green Bay, passing up the Fox River, and down the
‘Wisconsin, with a large force of British and Indians, and cap-
tured the Fort at Prairie du Chien after a'desperate resistance.!
1815 But this renewal of English rule in Wisconsin
was only temporary ; and, in 1815, a United States
trading-port was established at Green Bay, and Col. John
Bowyer appointed Indian agent.
On the 16th of July, 1816, Col. John Miller commenced the
1816 erection of Fort Howard with the troops which had
arrived. He subsequently returned to Mackinaw,
leaving Col. Talbot Chambers in command. The only survivor
,of those who went there with the troops is Moses Hardwick, a
native of Kentucky, now nearly eighty years of age, residing in
the town of Scott, a few miles from the city. He came in the
first American vessel laden with troops and supplies, in August
or September, and anchored in Fox River. In the same year,
" Judge J. H. Lockwood arrived at Green Bay, finding forty
or fifty Canadians of French extraction cultivating the soil.
The country then, as also for some eight years following, was
under military rule, and extremely arbitrary. Green Bay was
then a portion of Indiana Territory ; Vincennes being the seat
of government. American settlers began to come in. Previ-
ous to this year, there was no regular physician nearer than
Mackinaw.
S. A. Storrow, judge-advocate in the army of the United
States, was sent by Gen. Jacob Brown to visit the North-west-
1817, & posts, and on the 19th of September arrived in
an open boat at Fort Howard. He found Major
Zachary Taylor in command, by whom he was kindly enter-
tained, and by the officers of the Third Regiment. While there,
he made observations on the ebb and flow of the lake tides.
From Fort Howard, he proceeded south, through the easterg
tier of counties of Wiscousin, to Milwaukee and Fort Dearborn,
at Chicago. Two young men by the names of Smith and

1 See account of the capture of Prairie du Chien farther on in this volume,
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Gunn, grandsons of Capt. Jonathan Carver, left Green Bay
this year in a bark canoe for Prairie du Chien, by way of the
Fox and Wisconsin Rivers, at which place they met Major S. H.
Long, and proceeded with him up the Mississippi to the Falls
of St. Anthony, with a view to establish their claims to the
lands granted by the Indians to their grandfather.

In the summer of this year, William Farnsworth, now of
Sheboygan, and Ramsay Crooks of the American 1818.
Fur Company, embarked in a birch-bark canoe from
Mackinaw, passed up the lake and Green Bay, to the mouth of
Fox River, thence through the Fox, Wisconsin, and Mississippi
Rivers, to St. Louis. Col. Abraham Edwards of Detroit ar-
rived at Green Bay in May ; while there, Inspector-Gen. John
E. Wool arrived. The post was then in command of Major Z.
Taylor, with John Bowyer as Indian agent.

In 1819 a census of the Indians was taken, showing that
there were forty-eight hundred natives in the Green Bay
agency. One year later H. R. Schoolcraft, as one 1820
of the expedition under Gov. Lewis Cass, appointed )
by the government to visit the North-western posts, &ec.,
arrived at Green Bay, by way of the Wisconsin and Fox
Rivers, on the 20th of August. The expedition consisted of
Gov. Cass, Dr. Alexander Wolcott, Capt. D. B. Douglas, Lieuts.
A. McKay, R. A. Forsyth, C. C. Trowbridge, A. R. Chase,
H. R. Schoolcraft, and J. Duane Doty, secretary. He says of
Green Bay, that there were over sixty dwellings and five
hundred inhabitants, occupying about eighty buildings. The
Algonquin name of the place is Boatchweewaid, a term which
describes an eccentric or abrupt bay or inlet. Of the fort, he
says, * Log barracks facing three sides of a square parade,
surrounded by a stockade of timber thirty feet high, white-
washed, and garrisoned by three hundred men, under Capt.
William Whistler, in the absence of Col. J. L. Smith ; also that
there was at Camp Smith, three miles above Fort Brown, three
hundred infantry. Preparations were being made to erect a
permanent fortification of stone.”

Daniel Whitney, for many years one of the most enterprising
men of Green Bay, arrived in this year, and soon 1820
after purchased a large tract of land, on which he ’
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laid out the embryo city of Green Bay, now constituting the
second and third wards. His widow and family are still resi-
dents of the city. In the same year, Isaac Lee was appointed
agent, and visited Green Bay to collect evidence of titles and
claims to lands held by the French settlers under Jay’s treaty,
and to report them to the United-States commissioners sitting
at Detroit. None were allowed, except such as were occupied
in July, 1796 ; and few came within the provisions of the Act
of Congress. A subsequent Act, passed in 1823, made provision
for donation of all such as were occupied July 1,1812.°

In this year, the steamer ¢ Walk in the Water,” which has
justly become celebrated in the history of the lake region, left
Detroit for Mackinaw and Green Bay, July 81,
1821, with two hundred passengers and government
troops, and arrived at Green Bay, Aug.5. Among the number
was Rev. Eleazar Williams, missionary to the Oneida Indians,
with a deputation of the Six Nations. Gen. Albert G. Ellis
of Stevens’s Point, Wis., accompanied the party, and was, for a
time, school-teacher for the mission school of the New-York
Indians. Difficulties, however, occurred with the Menomonees,
who gave the Oneidas their land ; and nearly ten years were
spent in negotiations, which were concluded in 1832; and soon
after the most of this band, and a part of the St. Regis band,
removed, and settled in Wisconsin.

On the 12th of September, 1822, the schooner ¢ Tiger ” arrived
at Detroit, from Green Bay, with twelve thousand pounds of
lead, transported from the lead-mines, the whole distance
by water, except the portage. The other events of this
year are as follows: Col. Ebenezer Childs, an early settler,
arrived May 20, and made a trip to St. Louis in a birch
canoe. The first post-office at Green Bay was established
this year, with Robert Irwin in charge. The mail was carried
from Green Bay to Detroit, in the winter season, by sol-
diers ; and generally two mails within six months were all
that were received. A Frenchman named Ulrich was stabbed
in October, near Camp Smith, by a Menomonee Indian named
Kewabiskim, and another, named Pierre Grignon, was mur-
dered near the portage by a Menomonee. The murderers of
Ulrich were caught, tried, and convicted at Detroit, and sen-

1821.
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tenced to be hung Dec. 27, 1821, at which time a Chippewa
Indian named Ketaukah was also hung for the murder of Dr.
William S. Madison, near Manitowoce. Father Gabriel Richards
of Detroit visited the bay this year. He was afterwards the
delegate of Michigan Territory in Congress.

In July of this year, Hon. Henry S. Baird became a resident
of Green Bay, where he remained an active and 1894.
respected citizen until 1875, when he died. In his
¢ Early History of Northern Wisconsin,” he speaks of Green
Bay, as it appeared in 1824, as follows: * The grounds around
. Fort Howard were used mostly for fields of grain, and gar-
dens. A portion of the present town of Fort Howard was
used as a parade or drill ground. The garrison consisted of
four companies of the Third Regiment of United States infan-
try, and was commanded by the late Gen. John McNeil. The
settlement, so called, extended from Fort Howard on the west,
and from the premises of the late Judge J. P. Arndt on the east
side of Fox River, to the present village of De Pere, a dis-
tance of about six miles; and beyond De Pere, south or west,
there was no white settlement, with the exception of two or
three families, until you reached Prairie du Chien, a distance
of two hundred and fifty miles. There were six or eight
resident American families; and the families of the officers
stationed at Fort Howard, in number about the same. On the
23d of August, J. H. Lockwood was admitted to practice as
an attorney by Judge Doty, the first lawyer in the State. He
had previously received a commission from the government as
prosecuting attorney for the counties of Brown and Crawford.
The first term of the United States Court was held in October
of this year,and Hon. H. S. Baird admitted to practice, and
appointed prosecuting attorney pro tem. The first grand jury
of Brown County was impanelled, and found one indictment
for murder (a man named Joice, who was tried, and convicted
of manslaughter), and forty-two for lesser offences.

Col. W. G. Hamilton arrived at Green Bay on the 28th of
June, 1825, with a drove of cattle, which he had
contracted with the government to deliver at the 1820-29.
fort. He found Major Whistler in command of the fort,
and Col. Brevoort acting in the capacity of Indian agent.
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Col.. E. Childs says he built the first frame house at Green
Bay, in this year ; which was, probably, the first house of the
kind erected in the State. The Episcopal Church established a
mission in 1825, under the superintendence of Rev. Mr. Nash, a
worthy missionary ; but it was discontinued in 1827. It was
revived in 1829, under the care of Rev. R. Cadle, and again
discontinued in 1837. Dec. 2, 1838, Rev. Bishop Kemper con-
secrated a church at Duck Creek, erected by Oneidas, the funds
being received from the government; and the following year
Rev. Solomon Davis was placed in charge. Gen. Lewis Cass
and Col. T. L. M‘Kenney, commissioners appointed to treat
with the Indians at Butte des Morts, met at Green Bay in 1825.
J. H. Fonda of Prairie du Chien was there at the same time.
He says, ¢ There were seven or eight hundred persons here, from
the native Indian to the sons of Africa, and of all shades of
color.” The Indian affairs throughout the Territory had assumed
a threatening aspect. Reports of murders and disturbances
had spread through the settlements. Mr. Fonda, at the request
of the United States quartermaster, carried the mail to Fort
Dearborn through the eastern tier of counties.

During the year 1827, the missionary society determined to
erect extensive buildings for a boarding-school, in which they
might educate ¢ children of full or mixed blood.” Rev.
Richard Cadle was selected to conduct the enterprise. This
gentleman labored devotedly as teacher and missionary at
Green Bay and its vicinity, and became afterward chaplain at
Fort Howard, and, a few years later, at Fort Crawford. The
buildings which were erected in 1829 were situated on a high
plateau overlooking Fox River, and cost nine thousand dollars.
The institution was not a success, and was closed in 1839.

This year Judge Arndt built the first saw-mill on Indian
land, with the consent of the war department. During the
year, a party of men from Green Bay went up the Fox River
to Fort Winnebago, co-operating with a force of men under
Gen. Atkinson in boats, and Gens. Dodge and Whitesides, with
companies of volunteers coming from below. The Indians,
finding a formidable army in the midst of their country, con-
cluded a treaty of peace, and surrendered Red Wing, who had
a year previous massacred a family near Prairie du Chien.
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In the fall of this year, the Fifth Regiment of United States
infantry came in barges from St. Louis up the
Mississippi and Wisconsin, and down the Fox
Rivers, to Fort Howard, without unloading. The high water
enabled them to cross from the Wisconsin to the Fox River, at
Portage, fully laden, and to run the rapids of Fox River. A
remarkable case of attempt to murder occurred at Fort How-
ard in this year. William Prestige, a soldier, entered the
quarters of the notorious D. E. Twiggs, then a major, and in
command at the post, while he was taking his after-dinner nap.
Prestige was armed with a musket, the muzzle of which he
put to Twiggs’s ear, and pulled the trigger, intending to be,
and supposing he was, sure of his victim. The gun missed fire ;
but the click of the lock awoke Twiggs, who sprung up and
seized the gun, and struck his assailant over the head, inflicting
a terrible wound, fracturing the skull, and laying him senseless
upon the floor. Prestige had about six months more to serve
out his enlistment; and Twiggs, instead of turning him over to
the civil authorities, to be tried and punished for the offence,
detained him a prisoner under his own control, and subjected
him to every species of torture he could devise. In the following
year (1829), his term of service as a soldier having expired, he
was indicted, tried, and, on conviction, sentenced to five years’
imprisonment. The President (Adams), upon representations
to him of the brutal treatment to which Prestige had been
subjected by Twiggs, immediately pardoned him.

A log schoolhouse was built this year. Miss C. Russell
taught, and was succeeded by Miss F. Sears. Fort Winnebago
was established this season by Twiggs. His prisoner, Prestige,
was kept chained to a tree, with no shelter or bedding, and
without comfortable clothmg

In 1829 a Methodist mission was established at Green Bay,
1829 by a young Mohawk, who had been converted

* Canada. In the month of May, Judge Doty, M.
L. Martin, and H. S. Baird left Green Bay on horseback,
and travelled over the country to Prairie du Chien; being
the first party of white men that had attempted and accom-
plished the journey. In October the first public meeting of the
inhabitants of Green Bay was held, —Louis Grignon, chair-

1828.
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man, M. L. Martin, secretary, — to represent to Congress, among
other matters, the necessity of a road from Green Bay to
Chicago, and the improvement of the navigation of the Fox
River.

In August of this year, Hon. Erastus Root, John T. Mason,
and J. McCall, United States commissioners, arrived
to settle Indian difficulties, but did not succeed.
The commission broke up without accomplishing any thing.
A little later, a Catholic mission school was opened by
Rev. Samuel Mazzuchelli, an Italian priest. The mission was
aided by the government, out of the annuities paid to the
Menomonee Indians. In the same year, the town of Navarino,
now known as the north ward of the city of Green Bay, was
laid out by Daniel Whitney. Col. Stambaugh, Indian agent,
went to Washington with a delegation of the New York
Indians, and Menomonees, to settle a difficulty between these
nations on the boundaries of their lands. A census report
shows that the population of Brown County, in the same year,
was fifteen hundred.

In 1831 the government purchased from the Indians the
country lying between Lake Michigan and the Mis-
sissippi, Fox, and Wisconsin Rivers. Hitherto these
lands, except a narrow strip on both sides of the Fox River at
Green Bay, and the reservation of the New York tribes, were
owned by the Menomonees and Winnebagoes. The tardiness
of the government in acquiring titles to these lands was a great
drawback to the settlement and improvement of the country.
In the same year, Judge J. D. Doty and Lieut. Centre were
appointed commissioners for surveying and locating a military
road from Green Bay to Chicago, and west to Prairie du Chien.
The year 1832 is memorable on account of the Black Hawk war,
which is spoken of at length hereafter. Green Bay was not
particularly affected, as the government had made necessary
preparation at its post at Fort Howard. It is well known that
Black Hawk had invited the tribes at the bay to join the
confederacy. This war, for a brief period, retarded immi-
gration, and the settlement of the State.

In 1833 the first newspaper published in Wisconsin made its
appearance at Green Bay; viz., * The Intelligencer.” J. V.

1830.
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Snydam and A. G. Ellis were the publishers. The importance
of the improvement of the Fox and Wisconsin Rivers was
realized by the people of Green Bay; and a second public
meeting was held Nov. 10, 1833, to memorialize Congress on
the subject. There were eight murder-trials in the five years
terminating in 1833: only three of the parties were executed,
all soldiers from the garrisons at Fort Howard and Mackinaw.
In July, Daniel Le Roy, M. L. Martin, and P. B. Grignon
explored the country from Green Bay, south, as far as Mil~
waukee. There were only Indian villages at Milwaukee, She-
boygan, Manitowoc, Waukesha, and Fond du Lac. S. Juneau
was trading at Milwaukee. He was the only white on the -
whole route. A United States land-office was opened at Green
Bay in 1834 ; and in the same year Judge Arndt shipped the
first cargo of lumber from Green Bay to Chicago. It was
shipped on Devil River, at the mouth of Hell Creek, and, as
Mzr. Durrie remarks, was doubtless well seasoned. In 1835 the
town of Astor, now known as the south ward of the city, was
opened and laid out by John Jacob Astor and others, on the
land formerly owned by John Lawe and the Grignon family,
and originally owned by the American Fur Company. Thus we
reach 1836, the year in which the first session of the legisla-
tive council of Michigan convened at Green Bay, at which a
memorial to Congress was drawn up for the formation of the
new Territory of Wisconsin. The Territorial Government was
established by Congress April 20, 1836, and was fully organ-
ized July 4, 1836, as hereinafter recorded. @~ We have in this
manner run abruptly over the noticeable events in the early
history of Green Bay. Many of these same events are treated
of at greater length in the chapter succeeding that which
immediately follows. We have given this brief and pointed
chain of events merely as a framework. And we may now
turn to Prairie du Chien, and present some of the principal
features in the history of that place in the same manner.



CHAPTER VIIL

PRAIRIE DU CHIEN FROM 1796 to 1836.

Description of Prairie du Chien in 1805 — The Fur Trade — War of 1812 — Cap-
ture of Prairie du Chien — Determined Resistance — The Fur Trade after
the Peace of 1815 — Major Long’s Observations of the Fort and Village, &c.

Ix the year 1805, Major Z. M. Pike, having been appointed
to the charge of an expedition to explore the Upper Mississippi,
left St. Louis in August with a party of twenty officers and
privates, in a keel-boat. He arrived at Prairie du Chien on the
4th of September, and found Capt. Fisher in com- 1805
mand at the fort. He proceeded up the river, and ’
returned to Prairie du Chien April 18, 1806. On the 20th, he
made a speech to the Puants, and demanded the murderers of
two Americans. These the Indians promised to deliver at St.
Louis, and to return all British flags and medals in their posses-
sion. The following is his description of the village: ¢ Situ-
ated about a league from the mouth of the Wisconsin. On the
east bank is a small pond, or marsh, which runs parallel to the
river in the rear of the town, which, in front of the marsh,
consists of eighteen dwelling-houses in two streets (near the
present Dousman House), sixteen in Front Street, and two in
Second Street. In the rear of the marsh (east of the Marais
de St. Ferriole, and near Kane’s Hotel) are eight dwelling-
houses. Part of the houses are framed ; and, in place of weather-
boarding, there are small logs let into mortises made in the
uprights, joined close, daubed on the outside with clay, and
handsomely whitewashed within. There were eight houses
scattered around the country at a distance of one, two, three,
and five miles; making, in the village and vicinity, thirty-seven

houses, which, at ten persons to each house, would make a popu-
113
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lation of three hundred and seventy souls. In the spring and
fall, owing to the concourse of traders and their engagees, there
are between five hundred and six hundred. A fair is usually
held in the spring, when three hundred or four hundred Indians
are here to exchange peltries for goods.” He speaks of the old
village, which was a mile below the present one, which had
existed during the French occupancy of the country. The
present village was settled under the English Government,
and the ground purchased of the Indians. The prairie on
which the village is situated is bounded on the rear by
high, bald hills. While there, he selected a location for a
fort.

In this year, a trader named Campbell was appointed by the
government sub-Indian agent, and by the governor of Illinois
as justice of the peace of Prairie du Chien. His
price for marrying was one hundred pounds of flour,
and, for dissolving the marriage-relation, two hundred pounds.
On the 18th of June, 1812, the declaration of war against Great
Britain was made by Congress. The protection of this part of
our frontiers was considered of great importance to ourselves,
as its possession was to the British. Early in 1814, the govern-
ment authorities at St. Louis fitted out a large boat, having on
board all the men that could be mustered, and despatched it
up the Mississippi to protect the upper country. This boat
reached Prairie du Chien; and on its arrival the men com-
menced putting the old fort in a state of defence by repairing
the outworks, and fortifying it. Not long after taking posses-
sion, Col. McKay of the British army descended the Wiscon-
sin with a large force of British and Indians, piloted by Joseph
Rolette of the village. The fort was captured after a deter-
mined resistance against an overwhelming force; and the
utmost exertions of Col McKay were required to prevent an
indiscriminate massacre of the Americans by the infuriated
Indians. The prisoners were finally put into a boat, and sent
down the river. The fort was left in command of Capt. Pohl-
man with two Mackinaw companies under Capt. Anderson and
Lieut D. Graham.! He continued in command till after the

1806-15.

1 See account of the capture of Prairie du Chien farther on.
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peace, which ensued the following year, when the fort was
evacuated by the British.

After the peace of 1815, a profitable business was carried on
between the merchants of St. Louis and the traders and Indians
of the Upper Mississippi. Goods were periodically sent up to
the traders, who, in return, transmitted by the same boats pel-
tries and lead. In the period between 1815 and 1820, Col.
John Shaw made eight trips in a trading-boat between St.
Louis and Prairie du Chien, and visited the lead-mines where
the city of Galena now stands. At one time he carried away
seventy tons of lead. On the 21st of June, 1816, United
States troops took possession of the fort at Prairie du Chien.
Brevet Gen. Smythe, colonel of the rifle regiment, in the
month of June selected the mound where the stockade had
been built, and the ground in front, to include the most
thickly inhabited part of the village, for a site to erect Fort
Crawford. During the ensuing winter, or spring of 1817, Col.
Chambers arrived, and assumed the command ; and, the houses
in the village being an obstruction to the garrison, he ordered
those houses in front and about the fort (near Col. Dousman’s
residence) to be taken down by their owners, and moved to the
lower end of the village, where he pretended to give them lots.
Judge Lockwood arrived Sept. 16, 1816. He says the village
at that time was a traders’ village of between twenty-five and
thirty houses, situated on the banks of the Mississippi, on
what is in high water an island, now called the ¢ Old Village,”
as it was at the time. There were on the prairie at that
time about forty farms cultivated along under the bluffs, and
enclosed in the common field, each farm divided by a road or
highway. This year, there were four companies of riflemen
under command of brevet Major Morgan, building the old
fort, which was constructed by placing the walls of the quar-
ters and storehouses on the lines, the highest outside, and the
slope of the roof descending within the fort, with block-houses
at two corners, and large pickets on the others, so as to enclose
the fort. This fort was erected on the island formed by the
river and the Slough of St. Ferriole.

In 1817 Major S. H. Long made some observations of the
fort and settlement. He says of Fort Crawford, that it was a
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square of three hundred and forty feet each side, of wood, with a
magazine (twelve by twenty-four) of stone ; that it would accom-
modate five companies. The block-houses were two stories high,
with cupolas or turrets. The building of the works was com-
menced July 3, 1816, by troops under command of Col. Hamilton,
previous to which time no timber had been cut, or stone quarried,
for the purpose. Exclusive of stores, workshops, and stables,
the village contained only sixteen dwelling-houses occupied by
families. In the rear of the village, about three-quarters of a
mile, were four others; two miles and a half above were five;
and at the upper end of the prairie were four, and seven or eight
scattered over the prairie; so that the whole number of family
dwellings then occupied did not exceed thirty-eight. The
buildings were generally of logs, plastered with mud or clay;
and he thinks the village and inhabitants had degenerated since
Pike was there (in 1805). The inhabitants were principally
‘of French and Indian extraction. One mile back of the village
was the ¢ Grand Farm,” an extensive enclosure cultivated by the
settlers in common. It was about six miles in length, and one-
quarter to one-half a mile in width, surrounded by a fence on
one side, and the river-bluffs on the other, thus secured from
the depredations of cattle. He speaks highly of Capt. Duffhey,
the commanding officer. He says of the name of the village, that
it derived its name from a family of Indians formerly known by
the name of “ The Dog ;”” that the chief’s name was ¢ The Dog.”
This family, or band, had become extinct. The following tradi-
tion concerning them came to his knowledge: «that a large
party of Indians came down the Wisconsin from Green Bay;
that they attacked the family or tribe of ¢The Dogs,” and
massacred almost the whole of them, and returned to Green
Bay; that the few who had succeeded in making their escape
to the woods returned, after their ememies had evacuated the
prairie, and re-established themselves in their former place of
residence ; and that they were the Indians inhabiting the prairie
at the time it was settled by the French.”

In the spring of this year, a Roman Catholic priest from St.
Louis, named Pére Priere, visited Prairie du Chien. He was
the first who had visited the place for many years, and perhaps
since the settlement. He organized the Roman Catholic Church.
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and disturbed some of the domestic arrangements of the inhab-
itants. He found several women who had left their husbands,
and were living with other men: these he made, by the terror
of his church, to return, and ask pardon of their husbands, and
to be taken back by them, which they, of course, could not
refuse.

From this time to 1836, when the Territorial Government was
organized, the record of Prairie du Chien is a dull routine of
unimportant events. The early courts and court-decisions of
the place present much of interest; but these are noticed else-
where.



CHAPTER IX.

EARLY HISTORY OF WISCONSIN.

The War of 1812 in the North-west — Operations at Prairie du Chien — Col. McKay
and his Forces —An Account of the Capture of Prairie du Chien by Col.
McKay — Scenes and Incidents of the Surrender.

Having referred to the early history of what is now the
State of Wisconsin, more particularly in reference to Green
Bay and Prairie du Chien, which, in reality, comprised- all
there was of civilization in this section, it is only necessary to
state that the rest of the Territory was occupied almost exclu-
sively by Indians, who held the title of *“eminent domain ”
by actual possession, although the United States held the
supremacy.

The declaration of war on the part of our government against
Great Britain was made by Act of Congress on the 18th of
June, 1812; and on the following day a proclamation of the
contest was made. By some unaccountable neglect or misman-
agement on the part of the officers of the government, the
information of this important event did not reach the North-
western posts until some days after the British authorities in
this region had full knowledge of the fact, and were enabled to
act accordingly. This egregious blundering, or reprehensible
omission of duty, on the part of the officers of the General
Government, proved disastrous in the extreme.

Without going into details of the taking of Mackinaw on the
17th of July with a force of British, Canadians, and savages,
and the crowning misfortune that befell the American cause in
this quarter of the seat of war by the unparalleled act of the
surrender of Detroit by Gen. Hull, together with fourteen hun-

dred brave men longing for battle, to three hundred English
: 119
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soldiers, four hundred Canadian militia disguised in red coats,
and a band of Indian allies; of the unfortunate fate that befell
the garrison of Fort Dearborn at Chicago, —it is only neces-
sary to say that Wisconsin took a part in this contest, even
though it presented a small theatre for action. The protection
of this part of our frontier was regarded as of great importance
to ourselves, as its possession was to the British. Early in 1814,
the government authorities at St. Louis had fitted out a large
boat, bullet-proof, having on board all the men that could be
mustered and spared from the lower country, under command
of Capt. Yeiser, and despatched it up the Mississippi, to protect
the upper country and the few settlers that were then in it.
This boat reached Prairie du Chien; and, immediately on their
arrival, the men commenced the work of putting the old fort in
a state of defence by repairing the outworks, and fortifying it
in the best manner they were able. Lieut. Perkins, who accom-
panied the troops, was directed to take and retain possession
of the place; and he built a stockade on a large mound near
the residence of the late H. L. Dousman. In the mean time, the
traders in the British interest, resorting to Mackinaw as the
British headquarters of the North-west, learning of the American
occupation of Prairie du Chien in 1814, and anticipating, that,
so long as this force should remain there, they would be cut off
from the trade of that place, its dependencies, and the Sioux
country, at once set on foot an: expedition for its recapture.
The command of the same was confided to Lieut.-Col. William
McKay, a man of intelligence, activity, and enterprise, and well
fitted to command the contemplated expedition. The party
consisted of a sergeant of artillery, with one brass six-pounder
(another authority says three pieces of artillery), and three
or four volunteer companies of the Canadian wvoyageurs, com-
manded by traders, and officered by their clerks, all dressed in
red coats, with probably, in all, not less than five hundred, and
perhaps more, Indians and half-breeds. A small party of regu-
lars, under Capt. Pohlman, was placed under McKay’s com-
mand. The Indians were composed of three bands of Sioux,
under their chiefs, Wau-ba-shaw, or *“The Leaf,” Red Wing,
Little Crow, and others; and the Winnebagoes were in charge
of Pe-shen, or “ The Wild Cat,” Tar-cel, or *The Teal,” Car-
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ry-marr-nee, Wino-sheek, Sarro-chan, Neo-o-kantak, or « Four
Legs,” and Black Wolf.

Col. McKay came with his force in boats to Green Bay, where
he tarried to increase his numbers, and make all necessary prep-
arations. A company of the Green Bay militia, of about thirty
persons, and many of them old men unfit for service, was
raised, of which Pierre Grignon was captain, Peter Powell and
Aug. Grignon, lieutenants. Here about seventy-five Menomo-
nees, under Ma-cha-nah, or «“The Hairy Hand,” I-om-e-tah,
Kish-kon-nan-wan-kan-hom, or ¢ The Cutting Off,” and a party
of about twenty-five Chippewas mixed with the Menomonees,
joined the expedition. Mr. Grignon, in his “ Recollections of
Wisconsin,” says, ¢ Our entire force now consisted of four hun-
dred Indians and one hundred and fifty whites.” Such was his
understanding ; and, if the newspapers of the day represented it
larger, it was for effect on the part of the British to impress the
Americans with an idea of their great strength in the North-
west, and, on the part of the Americans, in palliation of their
loss at Prairie du Chien.

At length the expedition moved forward up Fox River, the
whites in six boats or barges, and the Indians in canoes; and,
carrying their craft over the portage, they descended the Wis-
consin. Reaching the old deserted Fox Village on the Wiscon-
sin, twenty-one miles from Prairie du Chien, the force stopped ;
while Michael Brisbois, Aug. Grignon, a Sioux, and a Winne-
bago Indian were despatched to Prairie du Chien in the night
to obtain a citizen, and bring him to Col. McKay from whom to
obtain intelligence. Descending the river to where the ferry
has since been located (Wright’s Ferry), some five or six miles
from the prairie, they went across by land, and reached the place
without difficulty. They saw the sentinel on duty at the fort.
They went to Antoine Brisbois, the uncle of Michael Brisbois,
one of the party, who lived three miles above the town, and
took him to where they had left the canoe (the present ferry),
then called *Petit Gris.” There they awaited the arrival of
Col. McKay and his force, who made their appearance the next
morning early. Mr. A. Brisbois reported the American strength
in the garrison at sixty. The party then proceeded down to the
mouth of the Wisconsin, and thence up to Prairie du Chien,
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through a channel, or bayou, between a continuous number of
islands and the Mississippi. From Mr. Grignon’s valuable
paper before alluded to, we take the following detail of the
capture of the place. The old gentleman was an active parti-
cipant in the affray on the British side ; and his memory is very
clear on the details, which are the only full accounts we possess
of the taking of Prairie du Chien.

‘ They reached the village at ten o’clock, unperceived. The day was
Sunday, July 14, 1814, and a very pleasant one. The officers of the garri-
son were getting ready to take a pleasure-ride into the country, and, had
McKay been an hour or two later, the garrison would have been found
without an officer. Nicholas Boilvin had directed a man to go out and
drive up his cattle, as he wished to kill a heifer that day, and have some
fresh meat.

¢“The man went out, and soon discovered the British approaching, and
knew, from ‘the red coats worn by the regulars and Capts. Rolette and
Anderson (for none of the rest had any), and the dozen British flags dis-
played by the Indians, that it was a British force. He returned, and
informed Mr. Boilvin, who went and found the report a correct one. Mr.
Boilvin, who was the American Indian agent at Prairie du Chien, now
hastened to his house, and conveyed his family and valuables to the gun-
boat belonging to the fort, for safety. All the citizens now left their houses,
and fled from the impending danger, —some to the fort, but mostly to the
country.

¢ Upon arriving at the town, and making a very formidable display for
that quiet place, Rolette and Anderson, with their companies, the Sioux
and Winnebago Indians, were directed to take post above the fort; while
Col. McKay himself, with the Green Bay Company, the regulars, the Me-
nomonees, and Chippewas, encompassed it below. A flag was sent, borne
by Capt.. Thomas Anderson, demanding the surrender of the garrison, with
which demand Lieut. Perkins, the commandant of the post, declined to
comply. The six-pounder, under the management of the regulars, was now
brought to bear on the gunboat of the Americans. The first shot, however,
fired by it, was a blank charge, intended as a sort of a war-flourish, or
bravado. But our men did not take a near position, and were, probably, half
a mile from the gunboat, if not more; and hence the firing upon the boat
by the cannon, and the firing by the guns, were generally ineffectual. When
the firing first commenced on the gunboat, Capt. Grignon, with a part of
his company, and several Menomonees, was directed to cross the river in
two boats, and take a position on land, so as to annoy, and aid to drive off,
the gunboat, the position of which was at first near the middle of the
river, but, when fired upon, had moved over nearer the western shore,
During the day, the gunboat was at least once or twice hit by the balls of
the six-pounder, which caused a bad leakage; and which, when the sun was
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about half an hour high, induced Capt. Yeiser to move down stream.
Seeing this movement, the Americans on the fort called out to them not to
go off ; but, this being unheeded, they fired their cannon at the boat to stop
it. Meanwhile, Capt. Grignon and his party over the river had been
annoying the boat. One writer says that this party had taken position on
an island opposite Prairie du Chien, covered with timber, which served to
screen them from the shots of the gunboat. Had we (the British)
manned some of our boats, and pursued, we could, undoubtedly, have taken
it, as we afterwards learned that it leaked so badly, that the Americans
had to stop at the mouth of the Wisconsin to repair it. The only injury
the firing of the latter vessel did was, a ball, before noon, striking a fence-
post, some of the slivers of which inflicted a flesh-wound in one of the
Menomonees.

*While this contest was progressing with the gunboat, McKay’s party
of whites and Indians, on all sides of the fort, kept up an irregular firing
of small-arms, which, from their great distance from the fort, was harm-
less ; and thus, if they did no harm, they were out of the way of receiving
any in return. At length, towards noon, Col. McKay ordered his men to
advance over the Marais de St. Ferriole, a swampy spot, and take a position
much nearer the fort, —not more than a quarter of a mile distant. This
v was obeyed by those on the lower side of the fort, who had a sufficiency of
houses to shield them from the guns of the garrison. From this new posi-
tion, the firing was somewhat increased. In the fort were four iron cannon,
somewhat larger than six-pounders; and these were occasionally fired.
It was well known that the gunboat contained the magazine of powder,
and that had gone down the river with Capt. Yeiser. A couple of Winne-
bagoes, discovering that there were some hams in a house which had been
deserted, and to which they could not gain an entrance, mounted upon the
roof, intending to tear off some shingles, when they were espied from the
fort, and each wounded in the thigh, when they quickly retreated.

“The second day, the men and Indians amused themselves with some
long shooting; but Col. McKay and his officers spent the day in counselling
as to the best course of procedure.

“It was about resolved to make an assault, and they towards evening
agsembled the leading Indian chiefs, and laid the plan before them; but the
Winnebago chief, Sar-cel, remarked that he and his people had had some
experience in assaulting American forts (referring to the attack on Fort
Recovery, in 1798), and that they would not like to resort to so hazardous
an experiment, but proposed a plan of springing a mine from the river-
bank to blow up the garrison; to which suggestion, Col. McKay answered,
¢Go at it.” After spending a part of the evening, and penetrating a dozen
or fifteen feet, they gave it up as a bad job, as the fort was several hun-
dred feet from the river-bank.

¢t Nothing of moment occurred the third day, except some occasional
firing. Col. McKay sent into the country about three miles for a load of
straw, which was made up in small bundles to have in readiness to place, in



HISTORY OF WISCONSIN. 125

the darkness of the night, with kegs of powder, near the fort, and fire a
train of straw leading to the powder, and thus make a breach on the enclo-
sure. But this was only designed as a dernier ressort.

¢t During this day, or the preceding one, a Fox Indian received a spent-
ball, which lodged between his scalp and skull. It was cut out; and the
wound did not interfere in his sharing in the further events of the siege.
On the fourth day, Col. McKay resolved to accomplish something more
decisive. About three o’clock in the afternoon, with his troops properly
stationed, and cannon-balls heated red-hot in a blacksmith’s forge, I was
sent to go around and specially direct the interpreters to order the Indians
not to fire on the fort till the cannon should commence playing the hot-shot,
and the fort should be set on fire. Scarcely had these directions been given,
when the Americans, probably seeing from indications that a severe assault
of some kind was about to be made, raised the white flag. Two officers
now came out, and met Col. McKay; strict orders having been given to the
Indians not to fire on these Americans, on the pain of being themselves fired
upon by the British troops. The result was, that a surrender was agreed
upon. Col. McKay should have possession of the fort and public stores, and
the Americans be permitted to retire unmolested in boats down the river.
By this time, it was too late to go through a formal surrender, which was
postponed till next morning. When the American flag was hauled down,
Col. McKay was the first to observe the singular fact, that, though it was
completely riddled elsewhere with balls, the representation of the Ameri-
can eagle was untouched. The Indians, during the whole four days, had
directed many shots at the flag, and had shot off one of the cords, which
let the banner part way down on the flagstaff; and there it remained till
the surrender.”’

Several days elapsed before arrangements were completed by
which to send the prisoners down the river. Col. McKay gave
the Americans their arms as they embarked. Gen. Smith, in
his ¢« History of Wisconsin,” says, ¢ The utmost exertions of Col.
McKay were required to prevent an indiscriminate massacre
of the Americans by the infuriated Indians, and the lives of
the prisoners were for some time in the most imminent danger,
as the exertions of Col. McKay in behalf of humanity were
doubtful in their results.” Mr. Grignon, in his “ Recollections,”
further says, that Col. McKay had given such strict orders to
the Indians against massacring or molesting the Americans,
and to the regulars and militia to keep the Indians in awe,
that nothing, as far as he knew, transpired that had the least
appearance of treachery on the part of the natives. Capt. Pohl-
man, with his regulars, remained in command with the two
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Mackinaw companies until after the peace, which ensued the
following year, when the fort was evacuated.

In connection with the taking of Prairie du Chien, it may be
remarked, that Major Campbell had ascended the river from
St. Louis, with a squadron of boats and a detachment of United
States troops, for the purpose of re-enforcing the garrison at
Prairie du Chien. When he arrived at Rock Island, he held
some communication with Black Hawk, who was apparently
neutral, at least not openly inimical; but a party of Indians
came down Rock River with the news of the capture of Prairie
du Chien; and, as the boats of Major Campbell had by this time
departed, they were immediately pursued by Black Hawk’s
band, and a severe fight took place, in which the Indians
captured one of the boats, and Major Campbell himself was
wounded. The expedition continued down the river, having
lost several men killed, and others wounded, in the fight.

A short time after this event, the British commander at Prai-
rie du Chien, then called Fort McKay, descended the river to
Rock Island, taking with him two field-pieces and a detachment
of soldiers: these he placed in position to check, or at least
annoy, any force that might attempt to pass up the river.






CHAPTER X.

EARLY HISTORY OF WISCONSIN,

The Early History of the Lead-Mines —The ILead Excitement— Slavery in the
Mines — Description of the Country —Insults to the Winnebagoes — Shocking
Murders at Prairie du Chien — The Winnebago Outrages — Great Excitement
at Prairie du Chien — Arrival of Troops.

THERE was little of general interest that transpired in this
section of country until after the peace of 1815. When that
event was made known to the Indian tribes, many were willing
and eager to make treaties of peace and friendship with the
United States ; and Black Hawk and his band were particularly
urged to such a measure by all their friends. Several treaties
were entered into at the Portage des Sioux, in 1815, between
the United States commissioner and various bands of Indians;
and in May, 1816, by the treaty at St. Louis, Black Hawk con-
firmed the treaty of 1804, thereby ceding the lands on Rock
River, on which his village was located.

The settlements of the whites continued to increase in the
Indian country; and, doubtless, many outrages were committed
by tuem on the persons and effects of the Indians, in order to
hasten their voluntary departure from the country which they
had ceded to the United States, and in which already govern-
ment surveys had been made, and certificates of land entries
issued; but these matters did not extend in any objectionable
manuner beyond the northern boundary of th> State of Illinois.
A lucrative business was carried on between the merchants of
St. Louis and the traders and Indians of the Upper Mississippi.
Goods were sent to the traders, who, in return, transmitted
peltries and lead. At Galena, the Indians had about twenty

furnaces, which they managed in their unskilful manner;
128 .
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and Col. John Shaw, formerly of this State, states, that, between
1815 and 1820, he made eight trips from St. Louis to Prairie du
Chien, visiting the lead-mines at Galena; and at one time car-
ried away seventy tons of lead.

The exact date of the discovery of lead in Wisconsin does not
appear ; but Capt. Jonathan Carver visited the Blue Mounds in
1766, and speaks of lead as abounding there at Sauk Prairie, on
the Wisconsin River. He says, ¢ So plentiful is lead here, that
I saw large quantities of it lying about the streets in the town
belonging to the Saukies.” In 1822 the lead-trade began to
attract attention; and Mr. James Johnson, a government con-
tractor for the army, made a treaty with the Indians, and ob-
tained leave to work the mines for a limited time, probably four
years, as they left in 1826. Mr. Johnson let in other parties to
dig; and one firm of the name of Ware brought from fifty to
four hundred negro slaves. In 1826 there was a great rush of
miners to Galena, somewhat like the California excitement at a
later period. Mr. J. S. Miller located at Gratiot’s Grove ; John
Ray, near Platteville; William Adney, near Hazel Green; J.
Armstrong and J. W. Shulls, at Shullsburg; and Ebenezer
Brigham and John Ray, at the Blue Mounds.

This advent of the miners upon the territory of the Winne-
bago Indians, without any treaty, deprived them of their previ-
ous ‘profit in the lead-trade, and, with other difficulties, was the
cause of much trouble.

Col. Charles Whittlesey, who made a tour through Wiscon-
sin in 1882, writes as follows in reference to the mining-coun-
try: — '

¢ On the second day we passed the foot of the Blue Mound. It is a high
hill of regular ascent, overlooking the country, and serves as a beacon to
the traveller thirty miles distant. At night we slept in a block-house in the
mining-district. Within sight of the station, a newly-made grave lay at the
roadside, in the midst of a solitary prairie. The person over whom it was
raised had ventured too far from the house, and approached a thicket of
bushes. Suddenly a band of concealed Indians sprang upon him, with the
fatal whoop on their tongues. His scalp, heart, and most of his flesh, were
soon stripped from the body, and a savage dance performed about the
remains.

¢ The country is still prairie, with scattering tufts of inferior timber.
The huts of the miners had been deserted on account of the difficulties now

9
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terminated; and the business of making lead was about to recommence.
Occasionally a farm might be seen running out from an island of timber,
and supplied with comfortable buildings. But most of the improvements
were of a temporary nature, consisting of a lead-furnace and the cabins
adjacent. The process of reducing lead-ore is very simple and rapid. The
furnace is a face-wall, about two feet thick, located upon a gentle slope of
the ground, with an arch or passage through the centre. On each side of
the arched opening, and in the rear or up-hill side, two wing-walls run out
transversely to the face-wall, between which the wood is laid. The ore is
placed upon it, and a continual fire kept up. The lead gradually separates
from the dross, and runs into a cavity in front of the arch.

““The ¢mining-district’ east of the Mississippi must include ten thou-
sand square miles. Galena, or lead-ore, is found in veins, or threads, more
often in a square form, of various sizes, and running in all directions with
the horizon. They are liable to disappear suddenly, to enlarge and dimin-
ish in size, to combine with other materials, rendering the operations of
mining very uncertain. Their course is generally straight, and not curved,
seldom exceeding a foot in breadth. The analysis yields eighty-five to
ninety per cent of lead, of which the first smelting of the furnace extracts
about seventy-five per cent. It requires skill 'and experience to discover the
vein, but very little of either to work it when discovered. The limestone
formation of Green Bay and Lake Michigan extends to this region, embra-
cing copper ore at Mineral Point, and at other places. At this time the
government leased the ground to practical miners, who rendered a propor-
tion of the product in kind. In consequence of the derangements of the
times, although the supply was small, lead was then dull at three cents per
pound. The supply appears to be inexhaustible. In one respect, this
region differs from the mineral regions of other countries. There are but few
veins that justify a pursuit to great depths; and, although they are very
numerous, the pits and trenches are easily filled up, and the rich soil left in-
capable of cultivation. The great drawback upon the agricultural prospects
of the mining-district arises from the consumption of the little timber that
grows there in melting the lead. How long the presence of this mineral has
been known, and its value understood, is not exactly known; but there are
mines which were worked by the French soon after they ascended the
Mississippi. The Indians could scarcely have found use for it before the
introduction of fire-arms among them.

¢ Arriving at Galena, we found the place crowded with people. The
mineral riches of the Dubuque country were well known; and it was ex-
pected that Gen. Scott would secure the title to a considerable tract west of
the river, including the richest mines. The negotiation was still pending
at Rock Island relative to the purchase. Thousands of adventurers lined
the eastern shore of the Mississippi, ready to seize upon the possession and
pre-emption rights in the new Territory the moment they became perfect.
In this case, as in many others, guards of soldiers were necessary to keep
the whites from taking unlawful occupancy of Indian lands. It has become
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fashionable to abuse the government for its conduct toward the red ‘men.
My observation has, on the contrary, led me to admire, rather than to con-
demn, the practiee of the Federal authority in this respect, believing, that
in general, its magnanimity, kindness, and protection demand the lasting
gratitude of the Indian race.”’

In the early part of the year 1827, a party of twenty-four
Chippewas, being on their way to Fort Snelling, at the mouth
of St. Peter’s River, were surprised and attacked by a war-party
of the Winnebagoes; and eight of them were killed. The com-
mandant of the United States troops at the fort took four of
the offending Winnebagoes prisoners, and (certainly with great
imprudence) delivered them into the hands of the exasperated
Chippewas, who immediately put them to death. This act was
greatly resented by a chief of the Winnebagoes, named ¢ Red
Bird,” and in addition to this source of enmity was to be added
the daily encroachment of the whites in the lead-region; for at
© this time they had overrun the mining-country from Galena to
the Wisconsin River. In the spirit of revenge for the killing
of the four Winnebagoes, Red Bird led a war-party against the
Chippewas, by whom he was defeated, and thus, having been
disappointed, he turned the force of his resentment against the
whites, whom he considered as having not only invaded his
country, but as having aided and abetted his enemies in the
destruction of his people.

Some time previously, a murder by the Winnebagoes had
been committed in the family of a Mr. Methode, near Prairie du
Chien, in which several persons had been killed. It was appar-
ent that a spirit of enmity between the Indians and the whites
had been now effectually stirred up; and, for the first time since
the war of 1812, disturbances were "daily looked for by the
settlers and miners.

On the 28th of June, 1827, Red Bird, We-Kaw, and three of
their companions, entered the house of Registre Gagnier, about
three miles from Prairie du Chien, where they remained several
hours. At last, when Mr. Gagnier least expected it, Red Bird
levelled his gun, and shot him dead on his hearthstone. A per-
son in the building, by the name of Sip Cap, who was a hired
man, was slain at the same time by We-Kaw. Madame Gagnier
turned to fly with her infant of eighteen months. As she was
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about to leap through the window, the child was torn from her
arms by We-Kaw, stabbed, scalped, and thrown violently on the
floor as dead.

The murderer then attacked the woman, but gave way when
she snatched up a gun that was leaning against the wall, and
presented it to his breast. She then effected her escape. Her
eldest son, a lad of ten years, also shunned the murderers; and
they both arrived in the village at the same time. The alarm
was soon given; but, when the avengers of blood arrived at
Gagnier’s house, they found in it nothing living but his mangled
infant. It was carried to the village, and, incredible as it may
seem, it recovered.

Red Bird and his companions immediately proceeded from
the scene of their crime to the rendezvous of their band. Dur-
ing their absence, thirty-seven of the warriors who acknowl-
edged the authority of Red Bird, had assembled, with their
wives and children, near the mouth of the Bad Axe River.
They received the murderers with joy, and loud approbation of
their exploit. A keg of liquor which they had secured was set
abroach ; and the red men began to drink, and, as their spirits
rose, to boast of what they had already done and intended to do.
Tswo days did they continue to revel; and on the third the
source of their excitement gave out. They were, at about four
in the afternoon, dissipating the last fumes of their excitement
in the scalp-dance, when they descried one of the keel-boats,
which had a few days before passed up the river with provisions
for the troops at Fort Snelling, on her return in charge of M.
Lindsay. Forthwith a proposal to take her, and massacre the
crew, was made, and carried by acclamation. They counted
upon doing this without risk ; for they had examined her on the
way up, and supposed there were no arms on board.

Mr. Lindsay’s boats had descended the river as far as the
village of Wa-ba-shaw, where they expected an attack. The
Dakotahs on shore were dancing the war-dance, and hailed
their approach with insults and menaces, but did not, how-
ever, offer to obstruct their passage. The whites now sup-
posed the danger over; and, a strong wind at that moment
beginning to blow up stream, the boats parted company. So
strong was the wind, that all the force of the sweeps could
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scarcely stem it; and, by the time the foremost boat was near
the encampment at the mouth of the Bad Axe River, the crew
were very willing to stop-and rest. One or two Irenchmen, or
half-breeds, who were on board, observed hostile appearances on
shore, and advised the rest to keep the middle of the stream;
but their counsel was disregarded. Most of the crew were
Americans, who, as usual with our countrymen, combined a pro-
- found ignorance of Indian character with a thorough contempt
for Indian prowess. They urged the boat directly toward the
camp with all the force of the sweeps. There were sixteen men
on deck. It may be well to observe here, that this, like all keel-
boats used in the Mississippi Valley, was built almost exactly
on the model of the Erie and Middlesex Canal boats.

The men were rallying their French companions on their ap-
prehension, and the boat (named « Oliver H. Perry) ” was within
thirty yards of the shore, when suddenly the trees and rocks
rang with the blood-chilling, ear-piercing tones of the war-
whoop ; and a volley of rifle-balls rained upon the deck. Hap-
pily the Winnebagoes had not yet recovered from the effects of
their debauch, and their arms were not steady. One man only
fell from their fire. He was a little negro named Peter. Hisleg
was dreadfully shattered, and he afterwards died of the wound.
A second volley soon came from the shore; but, as the men were
lying at the bottom of the boat, they all escaped but one, who
was shot through the heart. Encouraged by the non-resistance,
the Winnebagoes rushed to their canoes, with intent to board.
The whites, having recovered from their first panic, seized their
arms; and the boarders were received with a very severe dis-
charge. In one canoe, two savages were killed with the same
bullet, and several were wounded. The attack was continued
until night, when one of the party (named Mandeville), who
had assumed command, sprang into the water, followed by four
others, who succeeded in setting the boat afloat, and went down
the stream.

Thirty-seven Indians were engaged in this battle, seven of
whom were killed, and fourteen wounded. They managed to
put six hundred and ninety-three bullets into and through the
boat. Two of the crew were killed outright, two mortally, and
two slightly wounded. The presence of mind of Mandeville
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undoubtedly saved the rest, as well as the boat. Mr. Lindsay’s
boat, the rear one, did not reach the mouth of the Bad Axe
until midnight. The Indians opened a fire upon her, which was
promptly returned ; but, owing to the darkness, no injury was
done, and the boat passed on safely.

The date of the attack on these keel-boats is stated by Judge
J. H. Lockwood to have been June 26. Gen. Smith’s ¢ History
of Wisconsin” says June 30, on the authority of Judge Doty.
It is, however, quite certain, that the murder of the Gagnier
family, and the boat-attacks, were on the same day.

Great was the alarm at Prairie du Chien when the boats
arrived there. The people left their houses and farms, and
crowded into the dilapidated fort. An express was immediately
sent to Galena, and another to Fort Snelling, for assistance. A
company of upwards of a hundred volunteers soon arrived from
Galena, and the minds of the inhabitants were quieted. In a
few days, four imperfect companies arrived from Fort Snelling.
The consternation of the people of the lead-mines was great, and
in all the frontier settlements. This portion of the country then
contained, as is supposed, about five thousand inhabitants. A
great many of them fled from the country.



CHAPTER XI.

EARLY HISTORY — WINNEBAGO WAR.

Major Whistler’s Operations— The Surrender near the Portage —End of the
‘War — Treaty of Peace —An Indian prefers Honor to Life — A Native prizes
his ‘Word higher than Life — A ‘Well-merited Reprieve.

ON the 1st of September, 1827, Major William Whistler, with
government troops, arrived at the portage; and, while here, an
express arrived from Gen. Atkinson, announcing his approach,
and directing the former to halt and fortify himself at the port-
age, and wait his arrival. The object of the joint expedition of
Gen. Atkinson from Jefferson barracks, below St. Louis, and
of Major Whistler from Fort Howard, on Green Bay, was to cap-
ture those who had committed the murders at Prairie du Chien,
and put a stop to any further aggression. At the opening of
the council at La Butte des Morts, between the government
and the Indians, the Winnebagoes were advised that the secu-
rity of their people lay in the surrender of the murderers of the
Gagnier family. While Major Whistler was at the portage, he
received a call in a mysterious way. An Indian came to his
tent, and informed him, that, at about three o’clock the next
day, ¢“they will come in.” In reply to the question, “ Who will
come in?” he said, “ Red Bird and We-Kau.” After making
this answer, he retired by the way he came. At three o’clock
the same day, another Indian came, and took position in nearly
the same place, and in the same way, when, to like questions,
he gave like answers; and at sundown a third came, confirm-
ing what the two had said, adding that he had, to secure that
object, given to the families of the murderers mnearly all his
property.

Col. McKenney in his «“ Tour of the Lakes,” 1827, who ac-
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companied Judge Doty as one of the commissioners to meet the
Indians at La Butte des Mort, and who was of Major Whistler’s
party, referring to this matter, says, —

¢“ There was something heroic in this voluntary surrender. The giving-
away of property to the families of the guilty parties had nothing to do with
their determination to devote themselves for the good of their people, but
only to reconcile those who were about to be bereaved to the dreadful expe-
dient. The heroism of the purpose is seen in the fact that the murders com-
mitted at Prairie du Chien were not wanton, but in retaliation for wrongs
committed on this people by the whites. The parties murdered at the prai-
rie were, doubtless, innocent of the wrongs and outrages of which the In-
dians complained; but the law of Indian retaliation does not require that he
alone who commits a wrong shall suffer for it. One scalp is held due for
another, no matter whose head is taken, provided it be torn from the crown
of the family, or people who may have made a resort to this law a neces-
sity.”

About noon of the day following, says the same writer, —

¢ There were seen descending a mound on the portage a body of In-
dians. Some were mounted, and some were on foot. By the aid of a glass,
we could discern the direction to be towards our position. They bore no
arms, and we were at no loss to understand that the promise made by the
three Indians was about to be fulfilled. In the course of half an hour, they
had approached within a short distance of the crossing of Fox River, when
on a sudden we heard a singing. Those who were familiar with the air
said, ¢ It is a death-song.” When still nearer, some present, who knew him,
said, ‘It is Red Bird singing his death-song.” The moment a halt was
made, preparatory to crossing over, two scalp-yells were heard.

* The Menomonees and other Indians who had accompanied us were
lying carelessly about the ground, regardless of what was going on; but,
when the ¢ scalp-yells > were uttered, they sprang as one man to their feet,
seized their rifles, and were ready for battle. They were at no loss to know
what these ¢ yells’ were; but they had not heard with sufficient accuracy to
decide whether they indicated scalps to be taken or given, but doubtless in-
ferred the first.

¢t Barges were sent across to receive, and an escort of military to accom-
pany them within our lines. The white flag which we had seen in the dis-
tance was borne by Red Bird.

¢ And now the advance of the Indians had reached half up the ascent of
the bluff on which was our encampment. In the lead was Car-i-mi-nie, a
distinguished chief. Arriving on the level upon which was our encamp-
ment, and order being called, Car-i-mi-nie spoke, saying, ¢ They are here.
Like braves they have come in; treat them as braves; do not put them in
irons.” This address was made to me. I told him I was not the big cap-
tain. His talk must be made to Major Whistler, who would, I had no doubt,
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do what was right. Mr. Marsh, the sub-agent, being there, an advance was
made to him, and a hope expressed that the prisoners might be turned over
to him.”

For the remainder of the incidents connected with this sur-
render Mr. McKenney quotes from a letter addressed by him to
Hon. James Barbour, secretary of war: —

¢ The military had been previously drawn out in a line. The Menomo-
nee and Wabanackie (Oneida) Indians were in groups, upon their haunches,
on our left flank. On the right was the band of music, a little in advance
of the line. In front of the centre, about ten paces distant, were the mur-
derers. On their right and left were those who had accompanied them,
forming a semicircle; the magnificent Red Bird and the miserable-looking
We-Kau a little in advance of the centre. All eyes were fixed on the Red
Bird, as well they might be; for, of all the Indians I ever saw, he is, without
exception, the most perfect in form, face, and gesture. In height he is
about six feet, straight, but without restraint. His proportions are those
of most exact symmetry; and these embrace the entire man, from his head
to his feet. During my attempted analysis of this face, I could not but
ask myself, Can this man be a murderer?

““He and We-Kau were told to sit down. At this moment the band
struck up Pleyel’s Hymn. Every thing was still. Red Bird turned his
eyes toward the band. The music having ceased, he took up his pouch, and,
taking from it kinnikinnic and tobacco, cut the latter in the palm of his
hand, after the Indian fashion; then, rubbing the two together, filled the
bowl of his calumet, struck fire on a bit of punk with his flint and steel,
lighted, and smoked it. All sat, except the speaker. The subject of what
they said was as follows : —

““We were required to bring in the murderers. They had no power
over any, except two : the third had gone away; and these had voluntarily
agreed to come in, and give themselves up. As their friends, they had come
with them. They hoped their white brothers would agree to accept the
horses, of which there were, perhaps, twenty; the meaning of which was,
to take them in commutation for the lives of their two friends. They asked
kind treatment for them, and earnestly besought that they might not be put
in irons, and concluded by asking for a little tobacco, and something to eat.

¢t They were answered, and told in substance that they had done well thus
to come in. By having done so, they had turned away our guns, and saved
their people. They were admonished against placing themselves in a like
situation in the future, and advised, when they were aggrieved, not to resort
to violence, but to go to their agent, who would inform the Great Father of
their complaints, and he would redress their grievances ; that their friends
should be treated kindly, and tried by the same laws by which their Great
Father’s white children were tried ; that, for the present, Red Bird and
‘We-Kau should not be put in irons ; that they should all have something to
eat, and tobacco to smoke.
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¢ Having heard this, Red Bird stood up; the commanding officer, Major
‘Whistler, a few paces in front of the centre of the line, facing him. After
a moment’s pause, and a quick survey of the troops, he spoke, saying, ‘7
am ready.” Then, advancing a step or two, he paused, saying, ‘I do not
wish to be put in irons. Let me be free. I have given away my life: it is
gone’ [stooping, and taking some dust between his finger and thumb, and
blowing it away], *like that,” eying the dust as it fell and vanished from
his sight, adding, ¢ I would not take it back : it is gone.” Having thus spoken,
he threw his hands behind him, and marched up to Major Whistler, breast
to breast. A platoon was wheeled backwards from the centre of the line,
when, the major stepping aside, Red Bird and We-Kau marched through
the line, in charge of a file of men, to a tent provided for them in the rear,
where a guard was set over them. The comrades of the two captives then
left the ground by the way they had come, taking with them our advice, and
a supply of meat, flour, and tobacco.

¢« We-Kau, the miserable-looking being, the accomplice of the Red
Bird, was in all things the opposite of that unfortunate brave. Never
were two persons so totally unlike. The one seemed a prince, and as if
born to command, and worthy to be obeyed ; the other, as if he had been
born to be hanged, — meagre, cold, dirty in his person and dress, crooked in
form, like the starved wolf, gaunt, hungy, and bloodthirsty; his entire ap-
pearance indicating the presence of a spirit wary, cruel, and treacherous.
The prisoners were committed into safe keeping at Prairie du Chien, to
await their trial in the regular courts of justice for murder.”

In the course of the year, the people of the lead-mines in-
creased in numbers and in strength, and encroached upon the
‘Winnebago lands. The Winnebagoes complained in vain. The
next spring the murderers of Methode and the other Indian
prisoners were tried, convicted, and sentenced to death. A
deputation of the tribe went to Washington to solicit their
pardon. President Adams granted it on the implied condition
that the tribe would cede the lands then in the possession of
the miners. The Winnebagoes have kept their word, and
Madame Gagnier has been compensated for the loss of her
husband and the mutilation of her infant. At the treaty held
at Prairie du Chien in 1829, provision was made for two sec-
tions of land to Madame Gagnier and her two children; and
the government agreed to pay her the sum of fifty dollars per
annum for fifteen years, to be deducted from the annuity to the
Winnebago Indians.

Red Bird died in prison; and We-Kau died of the small-pox
at the prairie, in 1836. In closing this account of the troubles
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at Prairie du Chien, we give an anecdote which places the
Winnebago character in a more amiable light than any before
related. The militia of Prairie du Chien, immediately after the
affair of the boats, seized the old chief, De-kau-ray, and four
other Indians ; and he was informed, that, if Red Bird should not
be given up within a certain time, he and the others were to
die in his place. This he steadfastly believed. A messenger,
a young Indian, was sent to inform the tribe of the state of
affairs ; and several days had elapsed, and no information was
received of the murderers. The dreadful day was near at hand ;
and De-kau-ray, being in bad state of health, asked permission
of the officer to go to the river to indulge in his long-accustomed
habit of bathing in order to improve his health; upon which
Col. Snelling told him, if he would promise, on the honor of
a chief, that he would not leave town, he might have his lib-
erty, and enjoy all his privileges, until the day appointed for his
execution. Accordingly, he first gave his hand to the colonel,
thanking him for his friendly offer, then raised both hands aloft,
and in the most solemn adjuration promised that he would not
leave the bounds prescribed ; and said, if he had a hundred lives,
he would sooner lose them all than forfeit his word. He was
then set at liberty. He was advised to flee to the wilderness,
and make his escape. “Butno!” said he: “do you think I
prize life above honor?” e then complacently remained until
nine days of the ten which he had to live had elapsed, and
still nothing was heard promising the apprehension of the
murderers. His immediate death became apparent; but no
alteration could be seen in the countenance of the chief. It
so happened, that, on that day, Gen. Atkinson arrived, with his
troops, from Jefferson barracks; and the order for the execution
was countermanded, and the Indians permitted to return to
their homes. ¢ There can be no doubt,” says Judge Doty,
“that the murder referred to was intended by the Winnebagoes
as the first act of hostility in the commencement of a war upon
the whites.”

It is an error that many writers have fallen into, in saying
that some of the Indians implicated in this tragedy were exe-
cuted. This is not so: no one was executed.

This outbreak was generally termed the “ Winnebago War,”
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in contra-distinction to the Black Hawk war of 1832. This
first outbreak was soon quieted. The restoration of tranquil-
lity brought with it, as before remarked, an influx of miners
and settlers in the lead-region; and an impulse was quickly
given to a great portion of Western Wisconsin, which afforded
every promise of future prosperity. The lake-shore and the
interior of the Territory did not, as yet, in any considerable
degree, receive the benefits of industrial immigration.



CHAPTER XII.
PIONEER RECOLLECTIONS.

Early Settlers— Pioneer Agriculture — Mills — Prices and Features of Traffic—
Interesting Reminiscences — Sketches of Travel and Adventure.

SoME account of the manner and customs of the early
settlers of the Territory will prove interesting. It will be
remembered that Green Bay and Prairie du Chien were the
only places where the whites cultivated the arts of peace,
before the lands in other portions came into possession of the
government. At Prairie du Chien the farmers were a thrfity
and industrious people, perhaps more so than at Green Bay.
They raised a large quantity of small grain, such as wheat,
barley, oats, pease, and also some potatoes and onions. Every
two or three farmers, says Judge Lockwood, had a horse
flouring-mill ; the stones being cut from the granite rock found
in the country. There they ground their wheat, and sifted the
flour by hand. The surplus flour was sold to the Indian traders
for goods, or exchanged with the Indians for venison, ducks and
geese, or dressed deer-skins, as there was no money in circula-
tion in the country. Any purchase made was payable in goods
from the traders, or flour from the inhabitants. The manner in
which the traders dealt with the farmers was as follows: They
let the farmer set his price on any thing he had to sell, without
grumbling, or saying any thing about its being high, as it was
payable in goods, the trader charging his price for the goods ;
so that each party got all he asked, and neither had cause
for complaint: but, of course, the trader was not the loser by
the transaction. Mr. M. DBrisbois related a transaction to
Judge Lockwood, which took place between himself and a

farmer by the name of Lariviere. This man was ambitious
143



144 HISTORY OF WISCONSIN.

to pass with his neighbors for the best farmer in the country,
and went to Mr. Brisbois to see what he was paying for
flour, which at that time was worth six dollars per hundred
pounds. But Mr. Lariviere, desirous of the opportunity of
boasting to his neighbors that he had gotten more for his
flour than they did, expressed a wish that Mr. Brisbois would
pay him more than the market-price for the same; which the
former declined to do. ¢“Oh!” said Mr. Lariviere: ¢ you can
make it up by charging more for the goods with which you
pay me;” and so they closed the bargain, not to Mr. Brisbois’
loss. The prices compared somewhat like this: when flour
was worth eight dollars per hundred pounds, hyson or young
hyson tea was worth eight dollars per pound; if the flour
was worth only six dollars, tea would remain the same price.
When the farmer got nine dollars per bushel for onions,
and one dollar per dozen for eggs, he paid the above price
for tea. The women at the prairie, mostly daughters of the
Indian traders, had been raised in the habit of drinking a great
deal of tea in the Indian country, where other beverage for
children could not be procured; and it thus became, from long
habit with them, almost a necessary of life, and they would
make any sacrifice to obtain their favorite beverage. When
eggs were worth one dollar per dozen, rosin soap was worth
one dollar per pound ; and calico that at this date would be sold
for ten or fifteen cents per yard was then sold at two dollars
per yard, clay pipes at forty cents each, and common tobacco
at about two dollars per pound. So much flour was made at
Prairie du Chien at this time, that in 1820 Joseph Rolette
contracted with the government to supply the two companies
at Fort Crawford with it; they preferring the coarse flour of
the prairie, which was sweet, to the fine flour transported by
keel-boats on the long voyage from Pittsburg, which would
be sour on its arrival.

The lands about Prairie du Chien were not purchased from
the Indians, and none surveyed, except the private claims on
the prairie, for many years after the government took posses-
sion of it as a military post. There were not, until 1835, any
Americans who emigrated to the prairie for settlement; and
even then, as the country about was not in market, very few
came.
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It may be remarked, that, of all the foreigners that came to
this section of the country, the Canadians of French extraction
seemed to have the least idea of the privileges of American
citizenship. It appeared almost impossible to instil in their
minds any thing of the independence of self-government; and
this was not entirely confined to the uneducated, but would
apply more or less to the partially-educated classes. They did
not consider it a privilege to vote for the officers who were to
govern them, and considered it only desirable to use the elective
franchise in order to gratify some friend who has asked them
to vote for himself or his candidate ; and, when so requested,
they were too polite to refuse, unless a previous promise had
been made to some other.

The early inhabitants of Green Bay were very much the
same as at Prairie du Chien. TIn 1824 there were but six or
eight resident American families; and the families of the
officers stationed at Fort Howard, in number about the same.
The character of the people was a compound of civilization
and primitive simplicity, exhibiting the polite and lively charac-
teristics of the French, and the thoughtlessness and improvi-
dence of the aborigines. Possessing the virtues of hospitality,
and the warmth of heart unknown to residents of cities,
untrammelled by the etiquette and conventional rules of
modern “ high life,” they were ever ready to receive and enter-
tain their friends, and more intent upon the enjoyment of the
present than to lay up store, or make provision, for the future.
With few wants, and contented and happy hearts, they found
enjoyment in the merry dance, the sleigh-ride, and the exciting
horse-race, and, doubtless, experienced more true happiness
and contentment than the plodding, calculating, and money-
seeking people of the present day. This was the character of
the settlers who occupied this country before the arrival of the
Yankees, — a class now entirely extinct, or lost sight of by the
present population ; but it is one which unites the present with
the past, and for whom the old settlers entertain feelings of
veneration and respect.

Hon. H. S. Baird says, —

¢t During the early years of my residence here, the social circle, although
‘limited, was by no means insignificant. It was composed of the families
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of the garrison and the Americans, and several of the old settlers. If it
was small, it was also united by the ties of friendship and good feeling.
Free from the formalities and customs which are observed by the élite of
the present day, we met to enjoy ourselves, more like members of one family
than as strangers. The young people of that period (and all felt young
then) would assemble on a few hours’ notice at the house of a neighbor,
without form or ceremony. Young ladies were then expected to appear
at an early hour in the evening, and not at the usual hour of retiring to
rest ; nor were they required to appear in court or fancy dresses. The
merry dance followed, and all enjoyed themselves until the early hours in
the morning. One custom prevailed universally among all classes, even
extending to the Indians, — that of devoting the holidays to festivity and
amusement, but especially that of ¢calling’ on New Year’s Day. This
custom was confined to no class in particular. All observed it; and many
met on that day, who did not again meet until the succeeding year. All
then shook hands, and exchanged mutual good wishes. All old animosities
were forgotten, all differences settled, and universal peace established.
During the winter season, Green Bay was entirely insulated. Cut off from
communication with all other parts of the civilized world, her inhabitants
were left to their own resources for nearly half a year. The mails were few
and far between. Sometimes but once a month, never more than twice, did
we receive them ; so that the news when received here was no longer news.
The mails were carried on a man’s shoulders from Chicago to Green Bay,
through the wilderness, a distance of about two hundred and fifty miles,
and could not contain a very great quantity of interesting reading-matter.
Under such circumstances, it became necessary that we should devise some
means to enliven our time, and we did so accordingly; and I look back upon
those years as among the most agreeable of my life. The country at that
early day was destitute of roads or places of public entertainment. Nothing
but the path, or ¢ Indian trail’ traversed the wide expanse of forest and
prairie from Lake Michigan to the Mississippi; and the travel by land was
performed on foot or on horseback. But there was then another mode of
locomotion, very generally adopted by those who took long journeys, now
become obsolete, and which would be laughed at by the present fast-going
generation, — that of the Indian or bark canoe. The canoe was used in all
cases where comfort and expedition were desired. These may appear strange
words, when you reflect that the traveller sat cooped up all day in a space
about four feet square, and at night encamped on the bank of the stream,
cooked his own supper, and slept upon the ground, with no covering but a
tent and blanket, or, oftentimes, nothing but the wide canopy of heaven,
having, after a day of toil and labor by his crew, accomplished a journey of
thirty or forty miles. But these journeys were not destitute of interest.
The voyageur was enlivened by the merry song of his light-hearted and
ever-happy Canadian crew, his eye delighted by the constant varying
scenery of the country through which he passed, at liberty to select a spot
for his encampment, and to stop when fatigued with the day’s travel, and,
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above all, free from care, and from the fearful apprehensions of all modern
travellers on railroads and steamboats, — that of being blown up, burned,
or drowned. ‘

“I can better illustrate this early mode of travel by giving an account of
a party of pleasure undertaken and accomplished by myself. In May,
1830, being obliged to go on the annual circuit to Prairie du Chien, to at-
tend court, I concluded to make it a matter of pleasure, as well as business.
I accordingly obtained a good-sized and substantial north-west bark canoe
(about five fathoms, or thirty feet, in length, and five feet wide in the centre),
a good tent, or ‘marquee,” together with mattresses, blankets, bedding,
mess-basket, and all things required as an outfit on such expeditions. The
party consisted of my wife, self, two small children, two young ladies as
companions, and a servant-girl; my crew, of four Canadians (experienced
men, and good singers) and two Menomonee Indians as bow and steers men.
The canoe was propelled both by oars and paddles. We ascended the Fox
River to Fort Winnebago, and descended the Wisconsin to the Mississippi,
and thence up the latter, four miles, to Prairie du Chien. The voyage occu-~
pied eight or nine days in going, and about the same length of time in re-
turning, during which the ladies camped out every night save two. They
did all the cooking and household work. The former was no small item;
for with appetites sharpened by pure air and exercise, and with abundance
of fresh venison, with fowl and fish to satisfy them, the quantity of viands
consumed by the party would have astonished modern epicures, and, perhaps,
shocked the delicate tastes of city belles. We frequently encamped early in
the afternoon,— at some spot which attracted our attention from its natural
beauty or romantic appearance, — and strolled along the bank of the stream,
plucking beautiful wild flowers, which abounded; or, clambering up some
high bluff or commanding headland, cbtained a view of the surrounding
country, and traced the meandering stream through its high banks, far in
the distance. It was in the merry month of May, when the forest was
clothed in its deepest verdure, the hills and prairies redolent with flowers,
and the woods tenanted by melodious songsters. It was truly a trip of
pleasure and enjoyment. - Many trips for pleasure have been undertaken,
where parties may have experienced the refinements and accommodations,
and enjoyed the luxuries, to be found in the present day in old and long- .
settled countries; but I believe few, if any, realize more true delight and
satisfaction than did this party of pleasure in a bark cance.”



CHAPTER XIII.

THE PIONEERS OF WISCONSIN.

WE might further illustrate the manner of life and living of
the settlers who were here in the pioneer days, at these two early
outposts of Wisconsin ; but what has been written, it is believed,
will suffice. As time passed along, many changes took place.
Other men and their families came in, and became a part and
parcel of the community, introducing new ideas, and bringing
with them the customs and habits of the places from which they
removed. The title acquired by the government, by treaties
with the Indians, and these lands being surveyed and brought
into market, and offered at a mere nominal price, increased the
number of settlers from the Eastern and other States. By
energy and perseverance, they surmounted all obstacles, and by
their courage and firmness ; and to them is owing the develop-
ment of the country, the opening the way for the introduction
of civilization, education, and the arts and sciences ; and to them
should be awarded the merit of having largely contributed, by
their talents and labor, to the formation and organization of
the Territory, now State, of Wisconsin. Less than fifty years
ago, the whole State of Wisconsin, except Green Bay and
Prairie du Chien, was a wilderness, with here and there a set-
tler, and those in the lead-region in the south-western part. It
seems almost incredible to think, or in any way realize, what has
since taken place, as it seems almost like enchantment.” The
narratives of the early settlers of Wisconsin, that have been
published in the Collections of the State Historical Society and
in the newspapers, where details are frequently given, and
incidents related at the pioneer meetings held in the various

portions of the State, all show what difficulties and hardships
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these settlers had to pass through, before they could live with
any tolerable degree of comfort. Hon. C. M. Baker, in his
address at the old settlers’ meeting of Walworth County, 1869,
says, —

“T have spoken of the men who first settled old Walworth ; but what, old
comrades in this life-battle in the wilderness that was, — what of our com-
panions, the women ?

““Most of them had been delicately reared, and were accustomed to the
luxuries and refinements of cultivated society; and most, or all, had good
homes, with the necessaries and conveniences of life in abundance, and
were surrounded by kind friends and dear relatives. To these they had
been bred; to all these they were strongly attached. But these ties were
sundered, these homes were left behind, when, after the last trunk was
packed, and the last farewell was sadly uttered, they set their faces west-
ward for a new life and a new home, they knew not whither; but they knew
it must be among strangers. They shared with us the toils of the journey,
the weary miles of sunshine and storm, as we journeyed on and onward.
They partook with us of the coarse fare and rude accommodations of the
wagon and wayside, the canal-boat and the steamer, the log-tavern, and the
bivouac under the open heavens, — all this they encountered without mur-
muring, and cheerfully.

“ And when, late in autumn or early spring, it may be, in the cold storm,
or driving mists and chilly winds that cut to the bone, they took their de-
parture from Chicago or Milwaukee, the last outposts of civilization over
those low, lonely prairies which surrounded the one, or through the gloomy
forests which enveloped the other, over dismal roads beset with ruts or
stumps, without sign of cultivation or human habitation, —then it was that
the hour of bitter trial came to their hearts; then it was, that, amid their
loneliness and utter heart-desolation, the dear homes and kindred they had
left, rose up before them, and, through their tears, they looked down upon
the little ones who clung to them. But not a murmur, not a word of regret
or repining, escaped them. The feelings, too deep for utterance, which
swelled within them, were smothered in their bosoms. When we, at last
(some later, some earlier), had found a place where to make a home in these
pleasant groves and prairies, — pleasant to us men; for here there were
herds of bounding deer, and flocks of wild fowl, the wolf and the sand-hill
crane, and game, large and small, to give us sport. The lakes and streams
abounded in fish, and we could take them at our will. The country was
all open, and free to roam over as one great park. There was excitement for
us in all this, suited to our rougher natures and coarser tastes. We could
roam and fish or hunt as we pleased, amid the freshness and beauties of
Nature. But how was it for our wives ? From all these bright, and, to us,
fascinating scenes and pastimes, they were excluded. They were shut up
with the children in log-cabins, — when they were fortunate enough to get
them, — rude huts, without floors often, and, not unfrequently, without doors
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or windows, while the cold, bleak winds of March and December whistled
through them. Frequently they were covered with shakes fastened on with
poles, between which the stars at night looked down upon the faithful
mother and her sleeping infants. Here, in one small room, filled, perhaps,
with smoke; without furniture, except a little of the rudest kind, —rough
slab stools, an equally rough table, and a bedstead, if any, made of poles
fastened into the house; without kitchen-utensils, save, perchance, a kettle,
a skillet, and a frging-pan ; destitute of crockery, and with a little tinware,
—they were called upon to do, unaided, the duties of a housewife. With
‘these conveniences and these surroundings, they took upon them for weeks
and months, and even for years, the burden of their households in a con-
tinued struggle with hinderances and perplexities. These were the heroic
women to whom our hearts did homage; and I should fail in my duty at
this time, if, in the roll-call of worthy and honorable names, they should
not be remembered.”

In writing the above, Judge Baker spoke from actual expe-
rience. He knew well the privations of the early settlers and
‘their families, and could sympathize with them in their early
-experiences of pioneer life. The experience of the settler in
Walworth County, however, was no worse, and in some respects
better, than those who lived farther in the interior of the State.
‘Some of these pioneers have passed away: many are still
living, and are enjoying, in the evening of their days, wealth,
and the comforts obtained by honorable toil and industry.
Their conduct and action as public servants will bear the scru-
tiny of posterity, and they will lose nothing in comparison with
legislators or rulers of the few past years. May those who suc-
ceed them in either capacity follow their example, and prove as
true to the interests of the State as did the old settlers in their
time! and may the present and future legislatures, by their
acts, retrieve the character and credit of the country from the
odium brought upon it by reckless and inconsiderate legislation !



CHAPTER XIV!

THE BLACK HAWK WAR.

The Sauks and Foxes — British Interference —Black Hawk and his Wrongs —
Battle of Stillman’s Run — Battle of the Pecatonica — Battle of Wisconsin
Heights — The Battle of Bad Axe— Capture of Black Hawk, &c.

THE acquisition of territory has always been a fruitful source
of trouble. In ancient as well as in modern times, the stronger
have generally overpowered the weaker nations, appropriated to
their own use the territory of the latter, and resorted to arms
in defence of their enlarged dominions.

In this, no more fitting example can be found than that which
is afforded by the United States in its intercourse with the
aboriginal tribes whose hunting-grounds and burial-places were
within its boundaries ; and when the victims have mustered
courage and numbers sufficient to assert their rights, and
endeavored to maintain them, the entire strength of the con-
federacy, as well as that of the border States, has generally
been brought into requisition, and the audacity of the savages
has been visited with the severest penalties.

Among those tribes with whom the Federal Government has
been in trouble are the Sauks and Foxes, — powerful nations,
whose homes were then on the banks of the Mississippi, in the
present States of Wisconsin and Illinois, — with some portions
of whom, on the 3d of November, 1804, a treaty was signed at
St. Louis, ceding to the United States a large district of their
territory. These negotiators had not visited St. Louis for such
a purpose, however; and the act of cession was promptly

1 This chapter, written by Henry B, Dawson of the New York Historical
Society, is taken from a work entitled ‘‘ Battles of the United States by Sea and
Land,” by permission of the author,
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repudiated by the greater part of both nations. For many
years, a series of troubles, based on the rival claims of the
parties, occurred between the government and the nations ; and
these troubles increased with the influx of settlers into that
portion of the mighty West at a later date. Taking advantage
of this disaffection, Tecumseh, and the agents of the British
Government, at an early day prompted them to move, with
other nations of the West, for the redress of the grievances
under which they lived ; and a series of “ wars” occurred, of
which the reader has been informed in preceding chapters of
this volume.

The troubles which this state of affairs produced grew
more and more serious until 1831, when, in accordance with
subsequent treaty stipulations, all, including Black Hawk,
removed from Illinois, and settled on the western bank of the
Mississippi. During that year, however, with his band of
warriors and his family, he appears to have returned to his
former home, and caused much annoyance to the settlers,
although he showed no disposition to resort to hostilities.
After a display of the military forces of the State under Gen.
Duncan, and of the United States under Gen. Gaines, the
troubles were settled by another treaty ; and Black Hawk and
his party returned to their new homes west of the Mississippi.

Notwithstanding the apparent settlement of the troubles in
1831, the emissaries of the British Government in Canada
appear to have continued the agitation of the treaty question
among the Indians; and in the spring of 1832, encouraged by
their promises, Black Hawk prepared for another visit to his
former home in Illinois. Still he assumed no warlike attitude ;
but with his band of warriors on horseback, and their families
and property in canoes, they crossed the Mississippi at the
Yellow Bank, on the 6th of April, and moved slowly towards
Rock River. It is difficult to conceive how such a cavalcade
could have been considered an Indian invasion, especially since
the squaws and children never accompanied war-parties on their
excursions ; yet the people of Illinois considered it in that
light, and treated their visitors as enemies. The governor called
for volunteers to repel the invaders. Gen. Atkinson, then on
his way up the river with six companies of the Sixth infantry,
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to demand some murderers from the Sauks, joined in the cru-
sade ; three companies of the First infantry were ordered from
Fort Crawford ; the militia of North-western Illinois and of
Michigan were ordered to be held in readiness for active duty ;
the co-operation of the Dakotas and Menomonees, hereditary
enemies of the Sauks, was solicited by the Federal authori-
ties ; and stores and supplies were ordered from St. Louis to be
in readiness for the campaign. In the mean time the Indians.
pursued their way quietly but steadily, interfering with none,
and without inflicting any injury on the settlers. To the
messengers who were sent after them, they replied, they would
not go back, as they were acting peaceably; and when the
messages became more urgent, threatening to drive them back,
they were informed, if Gen. Atkinson ¢ wished to fight,” he
could “ come on,” as they were determined never to be driven,
and, equally so, “ not to make the first attack.”

While the cavalcade, under Black Hawk, was thus pursuing
its way up the Rock River, Gov. Reynolds and Gen. Whitesides,
with about eighteen hundred volunteers, were mustered into
the service of the United States, when Gen. Atkinson detached
them in pursuit of the Indians; while, with his regulars and
the stores, he followed in boats in the rear, but at too great a
distance to afford any support to the former. On the 12th of
May, this detachment, eager for action, reached Dixon’s Ferry,
where it was joined by Major Stillman with two hundred and
seventy-five men from the northern counties. The major, con-
sidering the command an independent one, declined to join
Gen. Whitesides’s brigade ; and on the next day he solicited
from the governor, as commander-in-chief, an order to go out on
a scout. In accordance with that request, with Major Bailey,
he received orders to march to the Old Man’s Creek, and to
ascertain, if possible, the movements of the Indians; and the
two battalions, after wading through unusually muddy roads,
encamped in company, but independent of each other, some
eight or ten miles from the ferry. On the following morning
(May 14), the two battalions were temporarily placed in com-
mand of Major Stillman; and under his orders they continued
the pursuit until sunset, when they encamped in front of a
small creek known as the Kish-wau-kee (since then known as
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Stillman’s Run), in the vicinity of Sycamore Creek, and about
thirty miles above Dixon.

In the mean time, Black Hawk had learned that the promised
assistance of the British would not be available; and he began
to relent. At the same time, intelligence of the approach
of the two battalions under Majors Stillman and Bailey
reached him; and he “immediately started three young men
with a flag,” to meet them, and conduct them to his camp,
that a council might be held, and that he might descend Rock
River again, probably with the design of returning to the
western bank of the Mississippi. Five others were soon after-
wards detached after the former messengers, as a party of ob-
servation. The first party, it is said, reached Major Stillman’s
encampment in safety, and were taken prisoners, notwithstand-
ing their flag; and when the second party came in sight, also
with a flag, with their guns held horizontally over their heads,
and knocking the priming out as a signal of peace, they were
pursued, and two of them were killed. On the arrival at Black
Hawk’s camp of the three messengers who had escaped, all
ideas of flags and truces ended. Blood had been shed by the
whites while the victims were extending assurances of peace ;
and those who, before, had merely travelled over the soil of
Illinois, without committing any offence, were instantly changed
into active and determined enemies.

At this time, Black Hawk had only about forty men with
him, the greater part of his party being ten miles distant; and
with this small force he started back to meet the assailants.
There is no evidence whatever that the chief had either desired
to engage in hostilities, or expected the whites would do so;
and it is equally clear, that, in this <nvasion, the first act of
aggression was committed by those among whom the Indians
moved. What wonder, then, need there be, when his flag had
been disregarded, and its bearers seized as prisoners, when his
messengers of peace, subsequently despatched, had been shot
down, or pursued with that intent, that Black Hawk, with the
forty who were with him, should turn on his pursuers, sound
the war-whoop, and sell their lives as dearly as possible? He
did so; and he did that only which any one, unless the veriest
poltroon, would have done under the same circumstances.
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Rushing upon the cowardly pursuers of the peaceful embassy
with his handful of braves, and sending the shrill war-whoop
into their ranks in advance of his rifle-balls, or tomahawks, the
indignant Black Hawk accomplished in a few minutes what
had been considered the work of a host: he scattered them in
every direction, and filled their minds with the greatest alarm.
A few minutes afterwards, the main body of Major Stillman’s
command also came in sight, having followed in pursuit of
the fugitive embassy; when the chief concealed his forty

- braves among *“some brushes,” and in concealment awaited its
approach, shrewdly intending to have the first fire, — knowing its
effect on militia,— ¢ when it approached close enough.” As
Major Stillman halted on the prairie before he came within gun-
shot distance of the ambuscade, it is probable he had discovered
the Indians; but the latter did not wait for a development of
his plans, or for his fire. Giving another of their terrible yells,
the chief and his little party rushed from their hiding-places,
and charged on the irregular mass of mounted men; and that
also —unnerved by the injustice of the cause in which it was
engaged, and magnifying every Indian warrior tenfold — also
turned and fled in the greatest confusion. The Indians, of
course, pursued; but, although twenty-five of his braves con-
tinued it, the chief found it useless to follow, as they rode so
fast; and, after returning to his encampment, he “lighted his
pipe, and sat down to thank the Great Spirit for what he had
done.”

On the following day, incited by the terrible stories of the
fugitives, as they reached Dixon after a flight of fifty miles,
Gov. Reynolds issued a proclamation calling for an additional
force of two thousand mounted volunteers; and, throughout
the entire West, the exaggerated stories of Major Stillman
and his followers, enlarged in the proclamation of Gov. Rey-
nolds, and increased in horrible incidents in every subsequent
version, were creating the greatest alarm.

On the day after the battle, after burying the two Indians,
belonging to the second party, who had been shot, and one of
the first party, who had shared the same fate, Black Hawk vis-
ited the deserted camp of Major Stillman’s party, and found
“arms, ammunition, and provisions, all of which, especially the
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latter, he was in want of ;” the empty whiskey-kegs which he
found there creating the greatest surprise, as he had understood
that all the pale faces belonged to the temperance societies.

In this action (““the battle at Stillman’s Run,” May 14,1832),
and in the pursuit which followed it, the Indians lost none.
The volunteers lost Major Perkins, Capt. Adams, and nine
men, and, perhaps, twenty horses killed; and five men were
wounded. On the morning of the 15th, Gen. Whitesides,
with his brigade of volunteers (fifteen hundred in number),
moved forward to the battle-ground, on Stillman’s Run, and
buried the dead; when he, too, without venturing beyond the
bounds of acknowledged safety, returned to Dixon. The troops,
in the mean time, having become ¢ dissatisfied, wished to be
discharged from the service.” On the 17Tth, Gen. Atkinson
reached Dixon’s Ferry, with his regulars and a supply of
provisions; and on the 19th, with the entire army, twenty-
four hundred in number, he also advanced up the Rock
River, towards the scene of the late battle. The disaffec-
tion of the volunteers continued, however, and on the 27th
and 28th of May, they were disbanded and discharged at
Ottawa, by Gov. Reynolds, leaving the defence of the fron-
tiers with the regular troops, and with a small body of citizens,
who volunteered, temporarily, for that purpose.

In the mean time, the Indians were waging war in accord-
ance with their usages. The settlements were visited and
destroyed ; the settlers and their families were butchered, or
carried away captive; and, as has been said elsewhere, ¢ the
Indians had now shown themselves to be a courageous, active,
and enterprising enemy.” They had scattered their war-parties
over all the North, — from Chicago to Galena, and from the Illi-
nois River into the Territory of Wisconsin: they occupied
every grove, waylaid every road, hung around every settlement,
and attacked every party of white men that attempted to pene-
trate the country.

Among those who temporarily volunteered to defend the
frontiers on the discharge of the troops at Ottawa, was Adam
M. Snyder, to whom was assigned the command of a company.
In the night of the 17th of June, while he was encamped
near Burr Oak Grove, thirty-five miles east from Galena, he
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was fired on by the Indians; and on the following morning
(June 18) he went in pursuit of them. After a spirited chase,
he overtook them (four in number); and after a warm engage-
ment, and a vigorous charge, he succeeded in killing all of
them, with the loss of one of his own command. It appears,
however, that later in the day, while Capt. Snyder’s company
was returning to its encampment, the action was renewed by
a large body of Indians (seventy or eighty, it is said); two
“gentlemen ” of Capt. Snyder’s command being killed, and one
wounded, at the first fire. The suddenness of the attack, and
the loss which the company experienced, filled it with alarm;
and many of the men, terror-stricken, commenced a retreat.
The captain, with great presence of mind, halted, and endeav-
ored to form them for action; but so completely were they
overcome with fear, that it was only after Gen. Whitesides —
who was acting as a private in the company-—had threatened
to shoot the first man who attempted to run away, that any
thing like order could be restored.

At length they formed ; and taking to the trees, as the Indians
had done before them, the action was carried on with great
warmth, until the fall of the leader of the Indians dispirited
them, and they retired. DBesides the loss referred to (one
killed), the Indians appear to have sustained no loss in this
affair ; while the whites, besides the two “gentlemen” who were
killed, are said to have had one wounded. Capt. Synder im-
mediately marched to headquarters (Fort Wilbourne) ; and as
the levy under Gov. Reynolds’s “ proclamation ” had assembled,
and was ready for duty, the temporary force of volunteers, of
which Capt. Snyder’s company was part, was disbanded.

‘While these proceedings of the temporary volunteer force in
the vicinity of Kellogg’s Grove were adding to the interests of
the struggle, on the 14th of June, a party of men were attacked
in a cornfield near the mouth of Spafford’s Creek, and five were
killed. Information of the affair was immediately conveyed
to Fort Defiance, when Capt. Hoard despatched an express to
Col. Henry Dodge at Dodgeville, with the intelligence ; while,
at the same time, Lieut. Charles Bracken, the second officer of
. the garrison, was despatched to the scene of the massacre with
eleven men, — all for whom horses could be obtained. Stopping
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all night at Fort Hamilton ( Wiola, Wisconsin), on the following
morning he was joined by nine men; and, with his entire com-
mand of about twenty men, the lieutenant proceeded to Spafford’s
cornfield. After burying the victims, the expedition returned
to Fort Hamilton, where it found Capt. Gentry with a few men ;
and on the next day (June 16, 1832), Col. Dodge came in, and
assumed the command.

As the colonel with two friends approached Fort Hamilton,
they met a German, named Apple, a settler in that vicinity,
who was returning to his log-cabin to prepare for active service ;
and immediately afterwards he was shot by an enemy concealed
in the bushes. As soon as the colonel reached the fort, there-
fore, he sallied out again at the head of the party which Lieut.
Bracken had commanded, and of Capt. Gentry’s party, twenty-
eight men in all; and, taking their trail, he pursued the In-
dians, overtaking them on the bank of the Pecatonica, behind

. which they had concealed themselves under a sand-bank and in
the bushes. Having “told off” in sections of seven, the fourth
or central man of each section remained on horseback, and took
charge of the horses of the other six; while four others were
sent on the neighboring height as lookouts; and the remainder
dismounted, and prepared for the attack by renewing their
flints, repriming their guns, unbuttoning their shirt-collars, and
tightening their belts. When all were ready, Col. Dodge ad-
dressed them in a few homely sentences; and the party in line
waded the stream, and entered the thicket. As soon as the
position of the enemy was seen, he occupied the bed of a pond,
in front of which was a natural breastwork three feet in height.
The order was given to « Charge ’em, boys : charge ’em!” Mount-
ing the embankment after having received the enemy’s fire, the
whites engaged with the Indians in a hand-to-hand conflict,
before the latter could reload their pieces; and with such spirit
was the attack conducted, that in a few minutes, with the loss
of three men, the enemy was completely overpowered ; eleven
having been killed on the spot, while two others, wounded, were
tracked up the bank of the stream, and were scalped ; and four
others crept beneath the surrounding brushwood, or into the
long grass on the neighboring prairie, and died of their wounds;
not one of the seventeen assailants escaping to tell the story of
the Battle of the Pecatonica.
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While Col. Dodge was thus engaged with the enemy at Peca-
tonica, Capt. James W. Stephenson, with the Galena Company
of volunteers, was on the lookout for Indians near the head of
Yellow Creek, where he discovered a party of them, and pursued
them into the bushes. The Indians, having secured the advan-
tage of position, immediately stood on their defence; and, having
lost three of his men, Capt. Stephenson, after a spirited attack,
was obliged to order a retreat.

He appears to have changed his mind after withdrawing from
the action, however, and returned to the thicket, charging a
second and a third time on the hiding-places of the enemy, with
greater determination than success, until, having received a
severe wound, he was compelled to retire. It is not known
what was the strength of the enemy, or his loss; and, although
the assault was spirited and well contested, the loss of the
volunteers indicated a spirited and gallant defence.

On the 24th of June, Black Hawk, with one hundred and
fifty Indians, made an attack on Apple River Fort, near the
present village of Elizabeth, Ill., and twelve miles from Galena.
This work was a square stockade of logs driven into the ground,
and strengthened with a block-house at each angle. It was
garrisoned with twenty-five men under Capt. Stone; and was
designed as a place of refuge, during the night, for the miners
and their families, although, during the day, they attended to
their affairs outside the walls, as they had done before the war.
In the afternoon of the day in question, an express of three
men, on its way from Galena to Dixon’s Ferry, passed the fort,
and had not proceeded more than three hundred and fifty yards,
before it was fired on by the Indians, who were concealed in the
bushes. One of the three was wounded ; and, although all were
intoxicated, his comrades covered his retreat to the fort, afford-
ing an opportunity, at the same time, for the miners and their
families to secure their safety in the same manner. As the ex-
press entered the fort, the enemy dismounted, hitched his horses,
and opened a heavy fire on it for upwards of an hour, without
inflicting any injury beyond killing one man, and wounding
another. At length the Indians entered the log-houses which
stood near the fort, and, having knocked holes in the walls for
portholes, they continued the fire, without exposing themselves
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to that of the garrison. Finding that his rifles were useless in
such an attack, and fearing to set fire to the fort, or to the
houses, lest the light or the smoke should discover their position,
and direct the army or the people in their pursuit, Black Hawk
“thought it more prudent to be content with what flour, pro-
visions, cattle, and horses he could find,” and to retire. Before
doing this, however, it is said, the Indians plundered the houses,
“ chopping, splitting, and tearing up a quantity of fine furni-
ture.” It is said by an eye-witness, that ¢ there was scarcely a
man or woman that was left with a second suit of clothing.”
They went into my father’s house, “he continues. There was a
large bureau full of fine clothes; and they took six fine cloth
coats and a number of fine ruffled shirts. With their tomahawks
they split the drawers, and took the contents. They ripped
open the bedticks, emptied the feathers, took all the bed-cloth-
ing, and broke all the delf in the cupboards. Some of the out-
houses were kept for the purpose of storing away provisions.
They got into those houses, where a number of flour-barrels were
stowed away. They would lie down on their faces, and roll a
barrel after them until they would get into a ravine, where they
were out of danger, and then would empty the barrels of flour.
After they had destroyed this necessary article, and when they
found they could not succeed in taking the fort, as they ex-
pected, they commenced a warfare upon the stock. They killed
all the cattle that were near the fort, and took a number of fine
horses, to the number of about twenty, which were never got
again by their owners.” At length, having remained before the
fort fifteen hours, and done all the damage they could, the
Indians retired with the loss of several of their number.

In the mean time, the volunteers which Gov. Reynolds had
called for had assembled at Fort Wilbourne, been organized into
three brigades, mustered into the service of the United States,
and ordered to rendezvous at Dixon’s Ferry. The battalion
of spies, commanded by Major John Dement, and attached to
the first brigade, was ordered to move forward as an advance-
guard; and it bad reached Kellogg’s Grove, when, on the
morning of the 25th of June, an express reached that place,
reporting the existence of a heavy trail on the north side of the
grove. At daylight, the major went out with twenty-five men
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to reconnoitre, at the same time directing the remainder of his
battalion to saddle their horses, and hold themselves in readi-
ness to act as circumstances might warrant. He had not pro-
ceeded far from his encampment; before he discovered a small
party of Indians, when part of his men, disregarding his orders,
pursued it, and were drawn into an ambuscade. The major
immediately formed those who remained with him, together with
a few who had followed from the encampment, into a covering
party ; and with them he gallantly endeavored to rescue those
who had been led into danger. The yells of the enemy, as he
rushed from his coverts, intimidated the greater part of those
who were with him ; and they fled, leaving the major to contend
with the enemy, with but few supporters. With these he gal-
lantly resisted the Indians, while, at the same time, he fell back
on the main body, and occupied a line of log-houses, from which
he was enabled to hold them in check, until, an hour afterwards,
they retired, with the loss of nine of their number. Although
the strength of the whites was much greater than that of the
Indians (the latter being the same party, under Black Hawk,
who had attacked the Apple River Fort on the preceding day),
and although the personal gallantry of the Major called forth
the admiration of the chief who opposed him, and afforded an
example to his men which they did not imitate, this affair has -
properly been considered a defeat of the whites, of whom five
were killed, and three wounded. Upwards of sixty horses be-
longing to the battalion were also killed.

While Major Dement was thus engaged, one of his men was
sent back to Gen. Posey for assistance, and met him on the
road; but, notwithstanding his march was quickened, the
Indians had retired in the direction of Lake Koshkonong before
he could reach the field of battle.’

During the succeeding three or four weeks, the several divis-
ions of the forces appear to have succeeded in none of their
undertakings. At one time they concentrated their strength in
the vicinity of Koshkonong Lake, probably for the purpose of
enclosing the enemy, who was supposed to have been there ; and
at another, finding that Black Hawk had slipped away from them,
and scattered his forces, they, too, separated, and went in differ-
ent directions in pursuit of the fragments of their enemy’s party.
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At one time, the several divisions, in full pursuit, promised a
‘speedy termination 6f the conflict: at another, a few days after-
wards, they were brought to a sudden halt for the want of sup-
plies, or the victims of Indian shrewdness (the deception of an
enemy can be called nothing more than this), in leading them
into quagmires and over streams, which, without bridges, were
impassable.

At the same time, the Indians were not in a condition to take
complete advantage of these delays and mistakes. Originally
entering Illinois without a hostile intent, and accompanied with
their women and children, and all their worldly effects, — a peo-
ple returning to the homes of their fathers, as the Israelites re-
turned from Egypt,— they had been forced into a war without
preparation, or the opportunity to disencumber themselves of
their families ; and they were not only checked in their move-
ments from this cause, but they were also suffering for the
means of subsistence. A gallant officer of the army, then with
the troops, has recently alluded to the position of the Indians on
the White Water and Rock Rivers, and said that “here they
found some game, roots, and vegetable substances, on which
they had subsisted or existed. But our delays, our marches and
countermarches, had misled and deceived them, and prevented
them from separating to hunt or fish: hence their supplies were
exhausted, and they were actually in a state of starvation. Our
masterly inactivity, occasioned by treacherous advice, and want
of stores, had already conquered them; but we were not yet
aware of this fact.” The brave but unfortunate Black Hawk
also bears testimony to the same sad truths. ¢During our en-
campment at the Four Lakes,” he says, “ we were hard put to
to obtain enough to eat to support nature. Situated in a swampy,
marshy country (which had been selected in consequence of the
great difficulty required to gain access thereto), there was but
little game of any sort to be found ; and fish were equally scarce.
The great distance of any settlement, and the impossibility of
bringing supplies therefrom, if any could have been obtained,
deterred our young men from making further attempts. We
were forced to dig roots, and bark trees, to obtain something to
satisfy hunger, and keep us alive. Several of our old people
became so much reduced as actually to die with hunger.”
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The singular spectacle was thus seen of two contending forces
severally held in check by the want of the means of support,
and of each being ignorant of the position or condition of the
other. For the purpose of relieving the wants of the whites,
Gens. Henry and Alexander, and Col. Dodge, with their
commands, were detached to Fort Winnebago for a supply of
provisions for twelve days; while, for the relief of the Indians,
soon afterwards, Black Hawk ¢ concluded to remove his women
and children across the Mississippi, that they might return to
the Sauk nation again, ” while, it is probable, he with his braves
intended to continue the contest.

It appears that Gen. Alexander returned to the camp with
the stores, while Gen. Henry and Col. Dodge, with their com-
mands, moved towards the Rock River Rapids in search of the
enemy. Without knowing that the escort had not included the
entire detachment, Black Hawk immediately moved towards
the Wisconsin River, with the purpose of descending that
stream to the Mississippi, and was hastening in that direction
when Gen. Alexander and Col. Dodge struck his trail. The
bones of horses which had been killed to prevent the star-
vation of the women and children were hourly passed, and
eventually a few stragglers in their rear were discovered in the
vicinity of the Wisconsin.

At this moment, the force of the whites, under Gen. Henry
and Col. Dodge, embraced a thousand men, besides a battal-
ion of volunteers from Michigan and Galena, and was well sup-
plied with stores, and anxious for the engagement; while that
under Black Hawk numbered less than three hundred half-
starved and dispirited warriors. A rear-guard of twenty men,
under Ne-a-pope, had been thrown back, to give notice of the
approach of the whites ; and the remainder of the party was bu-
sily employed in transporting the women and children, the aged
and the infirm, to an island in the river, when suddenly (the
outpost having been avoided) the head of the American col-
umn came in sight. Black Hawk was then compelled to fight,
or to sacrifice his women and children, and the helpless of his
party ; and he appears to have acted promptly and honorably in
the emergency. Leaving the greater part of his party to con-
tinue the removal of their families, with fifty braves he went
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out to meet Gen. Henry, and dispute his progress. He was
well mounted ; and, after addressing his warriors in a few well-
timed remarks, he moved forward, and endeavored to secure a
position on a high ground near by, *“that he might have some
advantage over the whites.”

In the mean time, Gen. Henry had formed his troops, and was
ready for action. His first line was formed with Major Erving’s
“ Spy DBattalion” in the centre, the companies under Capts.
Gentry and Clark on the right, and those under Capts. Camp
and Parkinson on the left. His second line was composed of
Col. Collins’s regiment in the .centre, with that under Col. Fry
on his right. His men were all dismounted, and his horses were
left in the rear, the central man of each section of seven having
been detailed for that purpose ; and he had formed his men on
foot, in the order referred to, and had prepared for action.

Against this force, Black Hawk and his fifty braves moved,
without wavering, or manifesting the least fear, “raising the
war-hoop, screaming and yelling hideously, and rushing forward,
meeting it with a heavy charge.” The superior force of the
whites, however, insured the safety of their positions; and
“with a tremendous volley of musketry, accompanied with
the most terrific yells that ever came from the head of mortals,
except from the savages themselves,” they succeeded in occu-
pying the high ground which Black Hawk aimed to secure,
and in driving the fifty Indians into a deep ravine, notwith-
standing the determined attempts of the latter to turn, first the
left of the American line, and then its right. With the utmost
determination the fifty “savages” withstood the three regi-
ments and two battalions of whites (but little less savage than
the former, in their habits and mode of warfare, and much
more so in the spirit which actuated them) until sunset, when,
«finding that the whites would not come near enough to receive
his fire in the dusk of the evening, and knowing that the women
and children had had sufficient time to reach the island in the
Wisconsin,” Black Hawk ordered his warriors to disperse in
different directions, and to “meet him at the Wisconsin ;" and,
strange as it may appear, the victors ¢ were not disposed to
pursue them.”

The loss of the whites in this action was one killed and eight
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wounded ; and although the army supposed that of the Indians
to have been “about sixty killed, and a great number wounded,”
there is no reason to disbelieve Black Hawk when he says, I
defended my passage over the Wisconsin with the loss of only
six men, though opposed by a host of mounted militia.”"

In recording the result of this engagement, the battle of Wis-
consin Heights, July 21, 1832, it is difficult to determine which
to admire most, —the self-sacrificing spirit of the chief and
his fifty braves, or the skill and determination with which they
accomplished their purposes. And Black Hawk, in referring to
it, was excusable in indulging in a little self-gratulation, when
he remarked, “ Whatever may be the sentiments of the white
people in relation to this battle, my nation, though fallen, will
award to me the reputation of a great brave in conducting it.”

During the succeeding day, the troops remained on the field
of battle; and, early on the morning of the 23d, they were
terrified by the sound of something on a neighboring hill-top,
which, in their fright, they supposed was an Indian chief giv-
ing orders to his men. In the mean time, while part of the
Indians descended the Wisconsin, with the hope of reaching
the Mississippi more speedily, Black Hawk and his band started
over the rugged country for the same purpose. His progress
was necessarily slow ; and, having no means of support, several .
of his old men and little children perished from hunger on the
way. Soon afterwards, Gen. Atkinson, with the main body of
the army, joined in the pursuit of the famishing *invaders” of
Illinois; and following their trail over the “rugged country”
- of which the chief speaks, as will be seen, he came up with
them near the mouth of the Bad Axe.

While the Indians and their pursuers were thus traversing
the wilderness towards the Upper Mississippi, intelligence of
. the action at the Wisconsin Heights was conveyed to Prairie
du Chien by express; and Col. Loomis, the commander of that
post, immediately employed a steamboat to cruise on the river,
and to cut off the retreat of the miserable fugitives. This ves-
sel (* The Enterprise ””) soon gave place to a faster one (“ The
Warrior” ); and on the Ist of August she discovered the
Indians on the bank of the river, near the mouth of the Bad
Axe, making preparations to cross the river. The chief was ac-
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quainted with the captain of the vessel, and ordered his war-
riors not to fire, ¢ as he intended to go on board of her, so that
he might save their women and children ;” and, with this pur-
pose, he displayed a white flag, “and called to the captain of
the boat, telling him to send his little canoe ashore, and let him
come on board.” He was hailed from the boat with the in-
quiry if they were Sauks, or Winnebagoes; and, when he an-
swered they were Sauks, a fire was opened on him and his
party, with a six-pounder, by Lieut. Kingsbury, and a detach-
ment of regular troops, who occupied the forward-deck of the
boat. As Lieut. Kingsbury and Capt. Throckmorton of ¢ The’
Warrior ” have stated that they saw the flag, this fire appears
to have been a wilful violation of every rule which governs
the actions of military men; and when Black Hawk’s party
returned the fire with their small-arms, they were justified by
every law both civil and military.

After the first discharge of the six-pounder, the Indians took
to the trees, and returned the fire, keeping it up until * The
Woarrior ” found it necessary to return to Prairie du Chien for
another supply of fuel.

It is said that twenty-three warriors were killed in this dis-
graceful affair; while of the crew of “The Warrior,” and the
troops on board of her, only one was wounded.

On the following morning (Aug. 2), Gen. Atkinson and
his force approached the Mississippi; and at an early hour the
spies came in sight of the Indian outposts. The latter imme-
diately attempted to surrender by exhibiting a white flag ; “ but
the whites paid no attention to their entreaties, and com-
menced slaughtering them.” When forced to resist, or submit
to the sacrifice, they resolved to sell their lives dearly, and re-
turned the fire. The main body hastening forward to support
its light troops, the Indians slowly retired, firing as they re-
treated, and fell back on their main body, which was on the
bottom, busily employed in transporting the women and chil-
dren, and the aged and infirm, over the Mississippi.

At this moment, the scene was a touching one. In front were
a people who had been led, by influences which controlled their
action, to seek the recovery of the homes of their fathers, which
had been fraudulently taken from them by the whites ; and who,
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in the course of their journey, without provocation on their
part, and without any overt act of hostility, had been forced to
resort to arms in defence of their lives and the lives of their
families who accompanied them. Without friends to counsel
them, without aid to strengthen their force, without food to sus-
tain the demands of nature, without sympathy, and denounced
as “monsters” of the most hideous character, they had been
hurled from one point to another with all the power of the
Federal Government, with all the voluntary strength of Illinois,
Michigan, and Wisconsin, and with all the energy of indi-
‘vidual cupidity. Seeking shelter in the swamps, they had
sought existence among the roots which they could dig up, or
the young grass, which they boiled for their little ones, or the
bark which they pulled from the trees for those who required
more delicate nourishment; or flying anxiously towards the
Mississippi, the boundary of their new homes, they had killed
their horses for their families’ nourishment, leaving nothing but
the bones and the hair of the animals to tell the story of their
sufferings. Those who, from any cause, had fallen into the
hands of their pursuers had been “left behind,” as it was
heartlessly called, notwithstanding their ¢pleas for quarters;”
and when they had begged for peace and shelter, and had urged
the acknowledgment of the sacred character of a white flag, a
Federal cannon, and Federal grape and canister, had communi-
cated the answer of the Federal Government to their mercy,
and the indorsement of the Federal Government of the acts of
their spoilers. They were now busily engaged in removing
their families to their acknowledged homes. With canoes and
temporary rafts, on horseback, or being towed over by their
faithful steeds, and even by swimming, bearing their little ones
on their backs as they went, the women were eagerly pressing
forward to a place of supposed safety, while their husbands and
fathers and brothers, as Black Hawk had done at the Wiscon-
sin, covered the retreat by preparing for battle.

Behind these, five times more numerous than they, were the
Federal troops and the volunteers; the latter not less savage,
in every respect, than the Indians, who were the instruments of
their spoliation, or the supporters of the wrong. The former,
under their experienced and gallant officers, were but the instru-
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ments of an unjust policy of the government under whose orders
they acted ; while the latter, moving in their own cause, were
regardless of discipline or order, relentless in their animosities
against an unresisting or an overpowered enemy, unreliable, if
not cowardly, before a determined opponent, and anxious for the
slaughter rather than the battle. The latter had been formed
in order of battle,— Gens. Pasey and Alexander, with their
brigades, being moved to the extreme right, up the river, to
prevent the escape of the Indians in that direction; Cols.
Jones and Collins, and Major Erving, with their regiments,
under Gen. Henry, in line, moving down against the Indians; .
Gen. Dodge with his volunteers, and Col. Zachary Taylor
with the regular troops, on the right, being engaged with the
outposts of the Indians; and Col. Fry, with his regiment, cover-
ing the rear.. After a short contest, Gen. Dodge and Col. Tay-
lor, with their commands, moved to the left, and joined the line
in its attack on the main body of the Indians; and with such
resolution did the latter defend themselves, and cover the
retreat of their families, that soon afterwards the companies
commanded by Capts. Gentry, Gruer, and Richardson, and the
regiment of Col. Fry, — the former generals, Dodge and Alexan-
der, on the extreme right; the latter, from the rear,— were
found necessary to support and strengthen the line of attack.
The action on the river-bottom continued but little longer,
when the Indians, overpowered, either fell before the rifles of
their pursuers, or fled to one of the islands, with which the
Mississippi, at this place, abounds, vainly hoping that they
would not be pursued.

Unfortunately for the luckless fugitives, at this moment (ten
in the morning) the steamboat * Warrior” returned to the
scene of her exploit on the preceding evening, and opened fire
with her cannon on the fugitives (men, women, and children),
who were huddled together on the islands referred to; and at
the same time she sent her two boats to transport the regular
troops, under Col. Taylor, to the islands, to complete the work
of destruction. As may be readily supposed, the scene no
longer deserves the name of a battle, as it possessed none of the
characteristics of one. It was, in truth, a massacre of unresist-
ing Indians of every age and sex; and, of the entire party, only
one escaped.
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In this important engagement, the battle of the Bad Axe,
Aug. 2, 1832, the whites lost twenty-seven killed and wounded ;
while of the Indians it is supposed that one hundred and
fifty were killed. It is said by an eye-witness, that, “ when
the Indians were driven to the bank of the Mississippi, some
hundreds of men, women, and children, plunged into the river,
and hoped, by diving, to escape the bullets of our guns. Very
few, however, escaped our sharpshooters; and those who did
escape to the western bank of the Mississippi were butchered
in cold blood by a party of Dakotas,— their hereditary ene-
mies,—who had been brought there for that purpose by the
Federal officers.

This was the finishing stroke of the war. The vengeance of
the government, like the mutterings from Moloch in the Valley
of Tophet, having been appeased by the sacrifice of the squaws
and their children, if not by that of the braves who had fallen
by hunger or the rifle-ball, no longer asked for blood ; while the
settlers in Illinois and Wisconsin, no longer annoyed by ¢ the
monsters ” who had dared to ask a restoration of the homes and
the graves of their fathers, turned back to enjoy the plunder of
which their cruelties had confirmed the possession. Soon after-
wards, the gallant chief— worthy a better fate — surrendered
himself into the hands of the Federal authorities; and, like
many a patriot in ancient times, he was chained to the car of
the victor, and gave éclat to the triumphal march of the con-
queror through the country.
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CHAPTER XV.

THE NORTH-WESTERN TERRITORY.

The Old North-western Territory — Virginia’s Jurisdiction — Ordinance of 1787 —
Organization of Indiana, Michigan, Illinois, and Wisconsin Territories — The
First Settlers of Wisconsin — Green Bay —Military Governngent— Courts and
Trials.

THE judicial and legislative history of what is now known as
the State of Wisconsin is so intimately connected with that of
the adjacent Territory, that it will be necessary to give, in an
abridged form, a history of the whole, or what is usually known
as the North-western Territory.

In consequence of the conquest of the Illinois country by
Col. George Rogers Clark, Virginia claimed the Territory of
1783 which what is now Wisconsin formed a part, but

* ceded it to the General Government March 1, 1784.
At the pacification of 1783, Great Britain recognized the north-
ern lakes as the boundary; but, as several of our States passed
acts thwarting the collection of DBritish debts, Great Britain
refused to surrender the North-west Territory until 1796, when
it was yielded, under provision of Jay’s Treaty, the preceding
year.

Meanwhile, a government was provided for the territory
north-west of the Ohio River by the celebrated ordinance of
July 13, 1787. On the Tth of August, 1789, an act of Congress
was passed to give full effect to the ordinance of 1787, and to
adapt it to the Constitution of the United States, providing for
the organization of a government consisting of executive, legis-
lative, and judicial departments,

By the Act of Congress approved May 7, 1800, it was pro-
vided that all that part of the territory of the United States

lying north-west of the Ohio River, with certain specified boun-
176
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daries (including Wisconsin), should be constituted a separate
Territory, called the Indiana Territory; and by an act of Con-
gress of Jan. 11, 1805, the latter Territory was divided, and
the Territory of Michigan was organized; and the same pro-
visions were made respecting the tenure of office of the judges,
and other offices, as in the original ordinance. By this organi-
zation, what is now Wisconsin was not included in the Michi-
gan Territory, but remained a portion of Indiana Territory. 4

By an Act of Congress approved Feb. 8, 1809, a division
was made of Indiana Territory, and a separate Territory consti-
tuted, called Illinois; and, by the provisions of this 1800 '
act, Wisconsin then became a part of the new organi- ’
zation. Illinois was admitted as a State by act of Congress of
April 18,1818, which established the north boundary of that
State at forty-two degrees and thirty minutes north latitude, and
provided that all the remaining part of the North-west Territory
lying north of such northern boundary should be attached to,.
and made part of, Michigan Territory ; including all
of the present State of Wisconsin, part of Iowa, all of
Minnesota, and a part of what now constitutes the Territory of’
Dakota. The only settlements which had been made up to:
this time, within what now constitutes the State of Wisconsin,
consisted, principally, of French and English traders, and were
at, and in the vicinity of, forts and trading-posts; those at
Green Bay and Prairie du Chien being the only ones of any
particular importance. By the treaty of peace of 1783, and by
Jay’s Treaty of 1795, it was stipulated by the English- Govern-
ment, that the North-western Territory, with its forts, trading-:
posts, and dependencies, should be surrendered and transferred.
to the United States; and all the inhabitants, of whatever’
nation, then residents of the country, were to be protected in:
the full and peaceful possession of their property, with the:
right to remain in, or, at their option, to withdraw, with their’
effects, from the country; and one year was allowed them to
make their election. All who did not withdraw within that.
period were to be deemed American citizens, allowed to enjoy’
all the privileges of citizenship, and to be under the protection:
of the government.

But few of the settlers left the country; but of those who'

12

1818.
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remained nearly all who were French or English were subse-
quently found in the ranks of the enemies of the United States.
Several bore commissions under the King of England, and, with
their English allies, assisted in taking Mackinac, Detroit, Prai-
rie du Chien, and other places during the war of 1812-15.

Notwithstanding these treaty stipulations, the jurisdiction
which the United States exercised in the Territory previous to
the war of 1812 was nominal rather than real; and, during the
war, nearly all of this portion of the North-west was in the pos-
session of the British; and the few Americans who resided here
were, in fact, subject to their authority. At the termination of
the war, actual possession was taken by the American troops in
the North-west.

Hon. H. S. Baird of Green Bay,! who settled at that place
in 1824, says, “ At that date there were at the ¢ Bay’ but six
or eight resident families, and the families of the officers sta-
tioned at Fort Howard, in number about the same.
The character of the people was a compound of civili-
zation and primitive simplicity, exhibiting the polite and lively
characteristics of the French, and the thoughtlessness and
improvidence of the aborigines. With few wants, and contented
and happy hearts, they found enjoyment in the merry dance, the
sleigh-ride, and similar amusements, and, doubtless, experienced
more true happiness and contentment than the plodding, calcu-
lating, and money-seeking people of the present day. The

1824.

1 Mr. James W. Biddle of Pittsburg, Penn., states, that, in the fall of 1816, he
was connected with Col. James Thomas in the supply of the troops at Detroit,
Mackinaw, Chicago, and Green Bay, with an understanding that a military post
should be established at the latter place within the year. The post at Mackinaw
was then under command of Col. Talbot Chambers; but in Angust, or there-
abouts, Col. John Miller, afterwards Governor of Missouri, arrived, and, taking
command, determined on establishing a post at Green Bay. Vessels were accord-
ingly chartered; and three companies of riflemen and infantry were put on board.
Mr. Biddle supplied the provisions. In the month of October, 1816, the troops
were occupying quarters prepared for them by Col. Gratiot, the engineer who
accompanied Col, Miller to the post. The fort at Green Bay, called “ Fort How-
ard,” was built lower down Fox River, and nearer the lake, than any of the settle-
ments, and on the right as you ascended the river. This fort was an important
point in Wisconsin; and its history under the various military oflicers of the
United States, some of whom were subsequently prominent and distinguished in
the Mexican war, would make an interesting chapter, if it could be written out,
of early frontier times,
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buildings and improvements in the country were then few, and
circumscribed within a narrow compass, and, in a great degree,
partook of the unpretending and simple character of their occu-
pants.”

At the time Wisconsin became a part of Michigan Territory,
in 1818, Gen. Lewis Cass was its governor, and continued to
hold that office until 1832; but though a part of Michigan,
which had been fully organized as a Territory, with its laws and
courts, and officers to administer and execute them, still the
rule that bore sway was substantially military until 1824, when
civil authority became fairly established in this part of the
North-west. While this state of affairs continued, offenders
against the laws were sent from these remote settlements to
Detroit for trial, or, perhaps, more usually escaped prosecution.

The military code, such as it was, more than supplied the
deficiencies of the civil; and it not unfrequently happened that
military commandants would so arbitrarily exercise the powers
which they practically possessed, as to produce great injustice
and oppression, and render the condition of the citizen ex-
tremely uncomfortable.

The proceedings of these military tribunals were speedy,
short, and decisive ; and their decisions were rigorously exe-
cuted. The delinquent debtor or unfortunate culprit had little
to hope from ¢ the law’s delay;” and, while the proceedings
of these tribunals were summary and exceedingly arbitrary in
their character, it is probable, that, in many instances, the ends
of justice were substantially attained.

Col. Ebenezer Childs, in his *“ Recollections of Wisconsin,”
published in vol. iv. of the “ Collections of the State Historical
Society of Wisconsin,” gives many instances of .the tyranny of
the military officers at Fort Howard over all civilians. Judge
J. P. Arndt was refused the privilege of maintaining a ferry
across Ifox River, for which he had obtained a license from the
proper authorities, and, on his crossing the river, was arrested,
and carried by numbers of the troops to the fort. Judge
Arndt subsequently commenced suit against the commanding
officer for false imprisonment; and the latter was fined fifty
dollars and costs ; and the court decided that Fox River was .
a public highway, and any properly-licensed persons could
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maintain a ferry, and the military had no right to interfere.
Numerous cases of the military tyranny of Major, afterwards
Major-Gen. Twiggs are reported.

Although the country was principally subject to military rule
for eight years prior to 1824, it was not entirely so, as there
was a species of civil authority occasionally exercised in a few
places by justices of the peace, and judges of the county
courts of Brown and Crawford Counties; but they seem to
have enjoyed, for the most part, only a divided authority with
the military commandants. Among these early judicial funec-
tionaries was the notable Charles Reaume, concerning whose
‘proceedings many amusing anecdotes are recorded in the Col-
lections of the State Historical Society, and in Mrs, Kenzie’s
“ Waubun;” but it is a matter of doubt as to the source whence
he derived his appointment, if, indeed, he ever had any. It is
said by some, that he was appointed by Gen. Harrison, then
the governor of Indiana Territory, in 1802 or 1803, while Wis-
consin was included within its limits. That he was de facto -
judge or justice, history abundantly testifies, as well as that his
authority was tacitly acquiesced in by all.

Until 1828, all that part of the Territory of Michigan now
forming the State of Wisconsin had no separate courts, except
county courts of very limited civil and criminal jurisdiction,
and justice’s courts. All important civil cases, and all criminal
cases, except for petty offences, were tried by the Supreme
Court at Detroit. Suitors and witnesses were consequently
compelled to travel, at a great expense, a distance of from four
hundred to eight hundred miles to attend court. The only
mode of conveyance in those days was by sail-vessels during
about six or seven months in the year: the remainder of the
year there were no means of travel either by land or water.

In January, 1823, an act of Congress provided for the
appointment of an additional judge for the counties of Brown,
Crawford, and Michilimackinae. That court had concurrent
civil and criminal jurisdiction with the Supreme Court of the
Territory, subject, however, to have its decisions taken to the
Supreme Court by a writ of error. The law provided for hold-
one term of court in each year in each of the counties named
in the act. The late Hon. James Duane Doty, was appointed
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judge of this court at its organization, and held the office until
May, 1832, when he was succeeded by Hon. David Irvin. This
court continued until 1836, .when it was abrogated by the
organization of the Territory of Wisconsin.

On the 16th of October, 1818, all the country now included
in and constituting the State of Wisconsin, being then a
part of Michigan Territory, was divided into two counties,
Brown and Crawford, by an act of legislative council of
that Territory. Brown County included all the territory east
of a line drawn due north from the northern boundary of Illi-
nois, through the middle of the portage, between the Fox and
Wisconsin Rivers. Crawford County embraced the territory
between the Mississippi River and the western boundary of
Brown County. And on the 9th of October, 1829, by act of
the Legislative Assembly of Michigan, Iowa was formed from
that portion of Crawford County lying south of the Wiscon-
sin River; and on the 6th of September, 1834, the western
boundary of Jowa County was changed to the line between
the Green Bay and Wisconsin land districts, which was a
north and south line from the northern boundary of Illinois
on the range line between ranges eight and nine.

It may not be improper to notice, that within the boundary
of Crawford County, as originally constituted, is included what
is called the “ Carver Grant,” which has excited considerable
attention, and to which, probably, thousands had acquired titles
within the last ﬁfty years. The pretended grant was from the
Falls of St. Anthony, running along the east bank of the
Mississippi, nearly south-east, as far as the mouth of Lake Pepin,
where the Chippewa River joins the Mississippi, and from
thence eastward five days’ travel, counting twenty English
miles per day, and from thence north six days’ travel, and from
thence back again to the Falls of St. Anthony on a direct
straight line. Within these boundaries would be at least six
millions of acres, or about ten thousand square miles. This
grant is said to have been made to Capt. Carver on the first
day of May, 1767, for and in consideration of his services to
the Nan-do-wissies, the Dakota or Sioux, by Haw-no-paw-ja-
tin (the Turtle), and O-toh-ton-goom-lish-can (the Snake), two,
chiefs of that tribe or nation.
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Without going into full particulars of the history of this
claim, it is only necessary to say, that every effort was made by
the heirs of Capt. Carver to obtain a confirmation of this grant
from the government of Great Britain, and the Congress of the
United States; but neither government would acknowledge it.
A history of this claim, the evidences upon which it is based,
and the reasons for disallowing it, may be found in an article
by D. S. Durrie, published in vol. vi. of the * Collections of the
State Historical Society of Wisconsin.”

On the 6th of September, 1834, Milwaukee County was
established, and set off from Brown County, and fully 1854
organized, including within its limits all the territory ’
bounded by the south and east lines of the present State, north
to the north line of townships numbered twelve, and west to °
the range line between ranges eight and nine.

The terms of the District Court for the counties of Michili-
makinac, Brown, and Crawford, which was established by the
Act of 1823, were held once in each year in each of those
counties.

Although Judge Doty had received his appointment in 1823,
yet he did not arrive in the district until midsummer ; and no
regular term of court was held that year. In October, 1824,
he appointed and held a special term, for the trial of criminal
cases at Green Bay. At this term the first grand jury was
empannelled in Brown Country ; and Hon. Henry S. Baird, who
was the pioneer lawyer of Wisconsin was appointed district
attorney. A large amount of criminal business was brought
before the Grand Jury. Forty-five indictments were found and
presented to the court, — one for murder, on which there was a
conviction ; some for assault and battery, larceny, selling spiritu-
ous liquors to the Indians, and last, but not least, twenty-eight
cases for illicit cohabitation. The large number of the latter
class arose from the practice, adopted by the traders and French
inhabitants, of taking Indian women as wives, according to the
custom of the natives. Those cases were generally disposed
of in this manner: The defendants were brought into court
on a warrant : most of them pleaded guilty, when the Court
suspended sentence until the close of the term, with the intima-
tion that all who presented the Court, in the interim, certificates
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of legal marriage, would be let off by paying a nominal fine ;
which fine was afterwards fixed at one dollar and the costs of
prosecution. Some of the delinquents refused to marry, and
were fined fifty dollars and costs, with the further intimation,
that should they continue to live in the same condition, and be
again indicted, they would be subjected to the highest penalty
of the law, — fine and imprisonment. One case excited consid-
erable amusement in court. A party who had been indicted at
the first term, and refused to marry, and paid a fine of fifty
dollars, not having the fear of the statute in such cases made
and provided before his eyes, and disregarding the friendly
admonition of the Court, continuing to live in the same
primitive style of connubial felicity, was again indicted at a
" subsequent term. Before the grand jury had returned the
indictment into court, the delinquent was informed of the find-
ing of the bill, and advised to marry before the opening of the
court on the next morning, otherwise he would be severely
dealt with. On reflection, he thought it prudent to take his
friend’s advice. Accordingly, early in the morning, he called
in a justice of the peace, and had the ceremony duly performed.
At the opening of the court, he appeared, and presented the
marriage-certificate ; and, as he retired, he audibly exclaimed,
¢« There, I suppose you are satisfied, as I have married the
squaw.” This being satisfactory, he was permitted to *go
without day.” ‘
James W. Biddle of Pittsburg, Penn., in his “ Recollections
of Green Bay, 1816 ” (Collections State Historical Society, vol.
i.), says of the settlers then residing there, —

“They were mainly old engagés, Canadian boatmen, who had with-
drawn from the employment of the fur companies, and fixed themselves
down on a piece of land fronting on the river, and married to whole or half
breed Indian women. The custom prevailing here was somewhat unique of
its kind as a leading feature of the community, though something of the
kind still exists at New Orleans among a distinct class. The young people
#then were generally a cross between the French Canadian and Indian; and
marriage between girls of this class and the white men arriving was of a
conventional or business kind, to suit the convenience of the case; the resi-
dence of the men not being permanent, or intending to be so. Marriage,
therefore, was limited as to time, and was contracted — either for life, or for
six or twelve months, as the case might be — with the white men arriving.
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It was generzally of the latter kind. The lover, having made choice of a
companion, applied to her parents, with whom he entered into a limited
marriage-contract, specifying the amount to be paid them for deprivation
of her services, the amount to be paid her in hand for her own benefit, and
the amount per week for her boarding and rent of a room in the house, if to
remain in the dwelling of her parents. These payments generally were
made in provisions, clothing, &c. In case the lover or husband removed
from the place before the expiration of the time agreed on, he had the
right —as in the case of the engagee —to transfer his marital claims thus
acquired to another; so that, during the term of the stipulated coverture,
the girl might find herself the wife of two or more husbands. The con-
tracts entered into in this manner were regarded by them as sacred; and no
evidences were adduced or known of infidelity on the part of the women,
and were consequently highly resented if occurring on the part of the
spouse.”

Hon. M. L. Martin, in his address‘ before the State Historical
Society, Jan. 21, 1851, says of the people of Green Bay in
1824, —

“ The laws of Michigan were introduced, and among them the marriage
act, of which they had no knowledge. The first exercise of judicial authori-
ty was to enforce that enactment. Not a marriage had been celebrated ac-
cording to the requirements of that law or any other, except the customs in
force in {he country; and thereapon the whole community was declared
amenable to the penalties of the statute. Men of venerable age, who were
themselves the fruit of these connections, now, for the first time, were de-
clared incestuous, and whose children and grandchildren had sprung up
under their care and protection, and whose conduct and social relations
were every way reputable in the highest degree, were brought before this
new tribunal, and sentenced to the penalties the law inflicted.”

The first term of the court held by Judge Doty continued
for two weeks, during which nearly all of the business was dis-
posed of.

In those early days, the accommodations for holding the court
were neither extensive nor elegant. There were no regular
court-houses or public buildings; and the courts were held in
log schoolhouses, where there were such, or in rooms provided
for the special occasion, destitute of comfortable seats and other
fixtures for the convenience of the court, bar, and jurors. In
May, 1826, when the term of the court was to be held at Prai-
rie du Chien, on the arrival of the judge and attorneys from
Green Bay (which trip was made in a birch or bark canoe, by
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the way of the Fox and Wisconsin Rivers), they found the old
town entirely under water ; the inundation being caused by the
overflowing of both the Mississippi and Wisconsin rivers. The
troops of the fort had abandoned the same, and the inhabit-
ants had fled to the high grounds near the bluffs: but two
or three houses were occupied, and only the upper stories in
those.

After the organization of Iowa County in 1830, the county
of Crawford was attached to Iowa County for judicial purposes,
and remained so until Wisconsin Territory was organized in
1836. In the spring of 1835, the legislative council of Michi-
gan passed an act authorizing the people of the peninsula to
form a constitution and State government for Michigan. By
- this act, all that part of the Territory of Michigan lying west of
Lake Michigan was left without organization, though measures
were being taken in Congress for the organization of Wisconsin
Territory. In the inter-regnum, John S. Horner, secretary of
Michigan Territory, as acting governor, issued a proclamation
on the 9th of November, 1835, convening the legislative coun-
cil of Michigan (comprising the excluded Territory referred to)
at Green Bay, Jan. 1, 1836. The following were the members:
First district, John Lowe, George H. Walker, Gilbert Knapp,
William B. Slaughter, and B. H. Edgerton; second district,
William S. Hamilton and James R. Vineyard ; third district, T.
P. Burnett; fourth district, Allen Hill and J. Parker; fifth
district, J. B. Teas and Jeremiah Smith. Col. William S.
Hamilton was elected president; A. G. Ellis, secretary; Levi
Sterling, sergeant-at-arms; and W. B. Long, recording secre-
tary.

Mr. Burnett, from a committee appointed to notify the gov-
ernor that the council was organized, and prepared to receive
any communication he had to make, reported that Gov. Hor-
ner was absent, probably at Detroit, and that the committee
had no definite knowledge on the subject of his return. A
memorial to Congress on the organization of Wisconsin Terri-
tory was presented by Col. W. B. Slaughter, from a commit-
tee appointed to draw up the same, which memorial was
.adopted ; also a memorial on the subject of Indian titles on the
Lower Iowa River.
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Owing to the absence of the governor, who did not come near
the council, nor send any written communication, no laws were
passed. An appropriation of nineteen hundred dollars was
made to defray the expenses of the session.

The legislative council adjourned March 5, 1836.



CHAPTER XVI.
THE TERRITORIAL GOVERNMENT.

‘Wisconsin Territory —Its Original Boundaries— Civil Rights, &c. — Elections -
Early Legislation — Gov. Dodge — Banks — The Capital — Speculation — Madi-
son —The Fight over the Location of the Seat of Government.

THE act of Congress “establishing the Territorial Govern-
ment of Wisconsin ” was approved April 20,1836. It provided
that all the country included within certain prescribed bounda-
ries, including all the territory now embraced in the
States of Wisconsin, Iowa, and Minnesota, and a part
of the Territory of Dakota, should form, and after the third
day of July, 1836, constitute, a separate Territory, for the pur-
poses of the temporary government of Wisconsin; at which
time all the power and authority of the government of Michigan
in and over the said Territory ceased.

The executive power over the Territory was vested in a gov-
ernor, who was also superintendent of Indian affairs, and whose
approval of all laws was necessary before they should take
effect.

The act provided for a secretary, whose duty it was to record
and preserve the laws and proceedings of the legislative as-
sembly, and the acts and proceedings of the governor, and who
was to execute and perform the powers and duties of governor,
in certain contingencies mentioned in the act.

The legislative power was vested in the governor and a legis-
lative assembly, consisting of-a council of thirteen members,
elected every four years; and a house of representatives of
twenty-six members, elected every two years. And it was pro-
vided by the organic act that the governor should appoint the

time and place of the first meeting of the legislative assembly ;
189
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that he should cause a census of the inhabitants to be made
previous to the first election, and should make an apportionment
among the several counties, for the election of members of the
council and house of representatives.

The act further provided “that every white male citizen of
the United States, above the age of twenty-one years, who shall
have been an inhabitant of the Territory at the time of its
organization, shall be entitled to vote at the first election, and
should be eligible to any office within the said Territory.”

The organic act further directed, that the judicial power of
the Territory be vested in a supreme court, district courts,
probate courts, and in justices of the peace. The supreme
court to consist of a chief justice and two associate justices ;
any two of whom to constitute a quorum, and to hold a term at
the seat of government of the Territory annually. The clerks
of all the courts were appointed by the judges thereof. The
act also provided for the appointment of an attorney and
marshal. The governor, secretary, chief justice, associate
judges, attorney and marshal, it was provided, should be
appointed by the governor and council, or elected by the
people. Such is a brief synopsis of the principal provisions of
the act organizing the government of the Territory.

The first appointments made by the President and Senate, of
the several offices, were : —

April 13, 1836, Governor, Gen. Henry Dodge.

May 6, 1836, Secretary, John 8. Horner.

August, 1836, Chief Justice, Charles Dunn.

September, 1836, Associate Justices, David Irvin and William C. Frazer.
1836, Attorney, W. W. Chapman.
1836, Marshal, Francis Gehon.

The machinery of a complete temporary government, and
the instruments for its proper working, were thus provided;
and it only remained to set the machine in motion. And on the
fourth day of July, 1836, the governor, secretary, and judges
took the prescribed oath of office at Mineral Point, which
event contributed a novel and interesting element to a grand
celebration of the national jubilee, which was very generally
participated in by the inhabitants of the lead-mine region, of
which that hamlet was the then recognized metropolis.
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The first important thing to be done to complete the forma-
tion of the embryo government was the organization of the
legislative assembly, preliminary to which a census was to be
taken by the sheriffs, and an apportionment of members of the
two branches made by the governor, among the several counties.

That portion of the Territory which comprises the present
State consisted of four counties,— Brown, Crawford, Iowa, and
Milwaukee. Brown County embraced all the territory east of
the Wisconsin River and range eight, and south as far as, and
including, town Twelve and the State of Illinois, extending
west to, and including, range Nine. Jowa County was bounded
north by the Wisconsin River, east by the line between ranges
Eight and Nine, south by Illinois, and west by the Mississippi
River; and Crawford County embraced all the remainder of the
Territory east of the Mississippi. The census, which had
been taken agreeably to law, exhibited the following figures:
Brown County, 2,706; Crawford County, 850; Iowa County,
5,234 ; and Milwaukee, 2,893. Total, 11,688.

The apportionment made by the governor gave to the differ-
ent counties representation as follows : —

Members of House of

Council, Representatives.
Brown.coeevereeeriniecsraconccecncsess ¢
Crawford. ..coeiieiieennreeesce cnnnnnane 0 2
Milwaukee. sooveeeeisetearnsocnnnnans 2 3
oW citiiet ittt ies it tseraaennne 3 6
Dubuque...covvvviieiiiiiiiiiiiiiiinnns 3 5
Des Moines «ovvevrrecrneoesensssocsenes 3 7

13 26

The time fixed by the governor for the election was the 10th
of October, 1836. The election excited a very considerable
interest, growing, chiefly, out of local considerations. The
permanent location of the ¢“seat of government,” the division
of counties, and the location of county seats, were the ques-
tions that chiefly influenced the elections; while the views of
candidates in relation to national politics had little or no influ-
ence upon the results.

Mr. John Atchinson, an enterprising citizen of Galena
during the summer and autumn of 1836, having laid out a
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town plat between the two Platte Mounds, to which he gave
the name of Belmont, erected there several buildings designed
for the accommodation of the legislative assembly; and the
governor, by his proclamation, appointed that place, and the
256th of October as the time, for the meeting of the first session
of the assembly.

A quorum of each house was in attendance at the time fixed
for the meeting; and the two houses were speedily organized by
the election of Hon. Henry S. Baird of Green Bay, president
of the council; and Peter Hill Engle of Dubuque, speaker of
the house of representatives. Each of the three branches of
the infant government was now in working order, except that
it remained for the legislative assembly to divide the Territory
into judicial districts, and make an assignment of the judges.
This was speedily done. Crawford and Iowa constituted the
first district, to which the chief justice was assigned ; Dubuque
and Des Moines the second, to which Judge Irvin was assigned;
and Judge Frazer to the third, consisting of Milwaukee and
Brown Counties.

Gov. Dodge, in his first message, directed attention to
defining the jurisdiction and powers of the several courts,
and of matters connected with their administration; recom-
mended memorializing Congress on extending the right of pre-
emption to actual settlers, and to miners on the mineral lands,
the removal of the obstructions in ‘the rapids of the Upper
Mississippi, the construction of harbors and light-houses on
Lake Michigan, the improvement of the navigation of the Fox
River, and a survey of the same from Green Bay to Fort
Winnebago, the improvement of the Rock River, the increase
of lands to the Territory for school-purposes, and for organi-
zing and arming the militia for the protection of the frontier
settlements.

The first act passed by the legislative assembly was one
which privileged the members from arrest, and conferred on
themselves power to punish for contempt. The next one, with
the exception of that already referred to, establishing judicial
districts, was “to borrow money to defray the expenses of
the first assembly.

Three banks were incorporated,—the Miner’s Bank of
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Dubuque, the Bank of Mineral Point, and the Bank of Mil-
waukee, all of which were organized and went into operation,
and all failed, and became utterly bankrupt; and one of them,
the Bank of Mineral Point, with a loss to the community of
over two hundred thousand dollars.

The protection of the lands donated to Wisconsin by the
United States Government for school-purposes, and the crea-
tion of a common school fund, first called the attention of our
public men to the cause of education. The first resolution on
school-matters ever introduced into the legislative assembly,
was at this session, and referred to the report of a bill, to
“ Prohibit persons from trespassing on the school-lands in the
Territory, by cutting and destroying timber.” A memorial to
Congress was adopted, requesting that body to authorize the
sale of the school-section in each township, and to appropriate
the money arising, towards creating a fund for the support of
common schools.

All the territory south and east of the Wisconsin and Fox
Rivers was subdivided into counties as they now exist, except
that Ozaukee, Waukesha, Kenosha, and Lafayette have been
formed out of Washington, Milwaukee, Racine, and Iowa. In
most of the counties, the county-seats were located at the same
session. These questions, however, did not create much dis-
cussion, as the questions, where any existed, had been mainly
decided at the elections; and the members had only to give
effect to the expressed will of those citizens by whom they had
been elected.

The great and paramount question of the session was the
location of the seat of government. To this, all others were
subordinate and made subservient. The wild spirit of specula-
tion,— which, in the earlier part of the year 1836, had, like a
tornado, swept over the whole country, and which, having
invaded and unsettled the prices of every species of personal
property, seized upon the unsold public domain, which was
transferred by millions of acres from the control of the gov-
ernment and the occupation of the settler, to the dominion of
the speculator, —although on the wane in the last months of
that year, was still omnipotent, and exerted a marked influence
upon many of the members of the Belmont legislature.
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Numerous speculators were in attendance, with beautiful
maps of prospective cities, whose future greatness was por-
trayed with all the fervor and eloquence which the excited
imaginations of their proprietors could display. Madison, Bel-
mont, Fond du Lac, and Cassville were the points which were
most prominently urged upon the consideration of the members.
Hon. James Duane Doty, afterwards a delegate in Congress,
and governor of the Territory, and more recently governor of
Utah (where he died) had resided for many years at Green
Bay, as additional judge of Michigan Territory. His frequent
journeys in the discharge of his judicial duties, in the different
parts of the Territory, had rendered him familiar with its geog-
raphy and topography, and had given him superior advantages
for judging of the eligibilities of different points as sites for the
capital of the Territory and future State. Judge Doty fixed
upon the isthmus between the third and fourth of the Four
Lakes, and in connection with Stevens T. Mason, the governor
of Michigan Territory, purchased from the government about
one thousand acres of land, in Sects. 18, 14, 23, and 24, upon the
common corner of which the capital now stands. Upon this
tract of land, a town plat was laid out, called Madison, and,
under the auspices of its founder, became a formidable competi-
tor for the honors and advantages of being selected as the seat
of government. Madison town-lots in large numbers were
freely distributed among members, their friends, and others
who were supposed to possess influence with them.

Nearly four weeks were spent in skirmishing outside ;the legis-
lative halls, when, on the 21st of November, the battle was
formally opened in the council, and the bill considered in com-
mittee of the whole until the 23d, when it was reported back
in the form in which it became a law, fixing on Madison as the
seat of government, and providing that the sessions of the
legislative assembly should be held at DBurlington, in Des
Moines County, until March 4, 1839, unless the public build-
ings at Madison should be sooner completed.

When the bill was reported back by the committee of the
whole, and was under consideration in the council, where the
ayes and nays could be called, a spirited attack was made
upon it; and motions to strike out Madison, and insert some
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other place, were successively made in favor of Fond du Lac,
Dubuque, Portage, Helena, Milwaukee, Racine, Belmont, Min-
eral Point, Platteville, Green Bay, Cassville, Belleview, Koshko-
nong, Wisconsinapolis, Peru, and Wisconsin City, but all with
one uniform result,—ayes, six ; nayes, seven, —and the bill was,
by the same vote, ordered engrossed, and next day passed the
- council. In the house of representatives, the opposition was
not so formidable ; and on the 28th, the bill was ordered to a
third reading by a vote of sixteen to ten, and passed, the same
day, fifteen to eleven, thus ending one of the most exciting
struggles ever witnessed in the Territory of Wisconsin.

It was quite evident that the Des Moines County delegations
in both houses favored the location at some central and con-
venient point between the Mississippi and Lake Michigan,
anticipating the early division of the Territory of Wisconsin,
and the organization of the Territory of Iowa, when they appar-
‘ently hoped to secure the location of the capital in their por-
tion of Iowa Territory, which they eventually accomplished.
Aside from any doucewr consideration, this alone was a suf-
ficient inducement for the solid vote of that delegation for
Madison as the seat of government.

This question having been disposed of, but little remained
which was thought expedient to act upon at that session. A
proposition for a commission to codify the laws was made ; but,
as the opinion was prevalent that the Territory would soon be
divided, it, and others of a similar character, met with but little
favor.

The first legislative assembly having enacted that the annual
sessions should thereafter be held on the first Monday of
November, adjourned, sine die, on the ninth day of December,
1836, having been in session forty days, and passed forty-two
laws, about one-half of which were of a private nature.



CHAPTER XVIIL

THE TERRITORIAL GOVERNMENT.

Building-Commissioners — Their Journey from Milwaukee to the Site of Madison
— Condition of the Territory —The Routes and Modes of Travel — Early
Land Sales— The Squatters and their Exponents —Second Session of the
Territorial Legislature— The Wisconsin University — Educational — Early
Schools — The Milwaukee and Rock River Canal Company —Special Session
of the Legislature.

By Sect. 8 of the act locating the seat of government at
Madison, it was enacted ¢ That there shall be three commis-
sioners, elected by joint ballot of the council and house of
representatives, whose duty it shall be to cause the necessary
public buildings to be erected at the said town of Madison for
the accommodation of the assembly, and other officers of the
Territorial Government. The said commissioners, or a majority
of them, shall agree upon a plan of said buildings, and shall
issue proposals, giving due notice thereof, and contract for the
erection of said buildings without delay. One of their num-
ber to be treasurer, who shall be authorized to draw on the
treasury of the United States for such sums as may be needed
out of the congressional appropriation for the erection of said
building, giving proper security; another to be acting com-
missioner, whose duty shall be to superintend in person the
erection of the buildings; the commissioners to receive such
compensation for their services as may hereafter be allowed by
law.”

In pursuance of this section, the legislative assembly, on the
Tth of December, 1836, in convention, elected Augustus A.
Bird, James Duane Doty, and John F. O’Neill commissioners ;
which board at their first meeting elected Mr. Bird acting

commissioner, and Mr. Doty treasurer. On the 10th of June,
197
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1837, the acting commissioner, accompanied by a party of
thirty-six workmen, arrived, to commence the work.
They were ten days on the route from Milwaukee,
making their own roads, travelling through a country without
settlers or any evidences of civilization.

The workmen, after the erection of temporary houses and
cabins, commenced the excavation for the foundation-walls ; and
the work was so far advanced, that preparations were made to
lay the corner-stone with appropriate ceremonies on the 4th of
July, and a celebration was had. Among the guests was a
party of Winnebago Indians with their chief, Dandy.!

Of the twenty-one members from the counties east of the
Mississippi, it is believed that only five survive at this date
(1875), — Gilbert Knapp, Alanson Sweet, and J. B. Terry of
the council, and Gen. A. G. Ellis and Thomas Shanley of the
house. But few persons realize the condition of things as they
were in 1836. In recalling the changes that have taken place
in the Territory and State since that date, it seems almost like
a dream. It is not forty years since the Territory was organ-
ized ; and yet, in that length of time, a State has grown into
existence of at least a million of inhabitants. In 1836 there
were but three newspapers published west of Lake Michigan,
and north of Illinois, in the vast territory extending to the
Pacific, — one at Milwaukee, * The Advertiser,” established in
July, 1836 ; one at Green Bay, in August, 1836, ¢ The Green-
Bay Intelligencer;” and one at Belmont in the present county
of Lafayette, in the fall of the year, called “ The Belmont
Gazette ;”’ the latter being established merely to do the Terri-
torial printing, the first legislature having been summoned to
meet at that place. What is now Jowa — with the exception
of two or three points on the Mississippi, Dubuque, and Bur-
lington — was an unknown wild, without even a name, as was
Western Wisconsin, and the country extending north to the
British Possessions. The lead-mines in the west, and the
military establishments of Forts Howard, Winnebago, and
Crawford, and the villages of Green Bay and Milwaukee, and the
few mining-settlements, — numbering an estimated population,

1837.

1 Dandy was a prominent Winnebago chief, son of old Four Legs, and died at
the Tunnel, we believe, in 1873.
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in all, of some ten thousand inhabitants, — were all there was
of this vast Indian country unexplored and unknown except
to its native people, to its scarcely less wild traders and trap-
pers. There were no regular routes of travel in the interior;
and all communication between distant points was either
through exploring-parties made on foot or on horseback, along
well-worn Indian trails, or under the direction of Indian
guides. From one military station to another, the government
had opened passable roads; but elsewhere the routes of travel
were neither direct nor comfortable, being such as the Indian
or the lazy half-breed had opened at the least expenditure of
labor, regardless of distance or convenience.

In the year 1836, there was no land in market, save a narrow
strip along the shore of Lake Michigan and in the vicinity of
Green Bay, at which place the government land-office was
located ; the balance of the surveyed portion of the Territory
being open only to pre-emption. Settlers were governed in
the possession of these lands by laws and regulations adopted
at public meetings ; and these were faithfully adhered to, as a
matter of common safety. When the lands finally came into
market, these settlers, or ¢ trespassers,” as they were held
under the law, bid off the tracts to which they respectively
laid claim ; no interference or over-bidding on the part of out-
siders being permitted. At the first land-sale at Milwaukee, a
citizen speculator of that place was taken to the river and
thoroughly ducked, because of his having bid against a settler.
These settlers were mostly Eastern men, who, leaving their
families, came to the Territory to lay the foundations for new
homes. They went to the wilderness, built themselves cabins,
improved the land, and, when they became owners of their
claims, brought their families to the enjoyment of their new
possessions, which have since grown into beautiful homes, or
theatres of active business. The land-cluimants were a hardy,
enduring, hopeful class of people; but many of them only
opened the way for others, falling back before the tide of
immigration to other undeveloped portions of the West.

Such was the state of matters less than forty years ago. A
country rich in natural resources had passed into the hands of
young, energetic men for development ; and undertakings were
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entered upon then that would seem impossible to less hopeful
and less self-relying minds than are generally possessed by early
settlers.

The second session of the legislative assembly convened at
Burlington on Monday the sixth day of November, 1837, and
continued in session until the 20th of January, 1837
1838, when it adjourned to meet again on the second '
Monday in June. The two houses were composed of the
same members as at the previous session, with the exception of
four persons elected to fill the places of four who had resigned.
Of the council, Arthur B. Ingraham was elected president;
George Beatty, secretary ; and Levi Sterling, sergeant-at-arms.
And of the house of representatives, Isaac Leffler was chosen
speaker; John Catlin, chief clerk; and William Morgan, ser-
geant-at-arms. The governor, in his message, recommended, as
he had at the previous session, a codification of the laws, the
organization of the militia, the improvement of rivers and
harbors, and other measures which had not been considered by
the legislative assembly. This session was not marked by any
events of peculiar interest. The whole number of acts
passed was a hundred and six. Of these, eighteen related to
the laying-out and organization of counties, locating county-
seats, and to town, village, and city organization; ten, to the
establishment of eighteen different seminaries and universities ;
nine, to the location of roads; and thirty-six, to the general
conduct of the public affairs of the Territory. There was also
passed thirty-two private acts, of which one was to incorporate
a bank at Prairie du Chien, which was disapproved by Con-
gress, and never went into effect ; and six to grant divorces, all
of which took effect immediately after, and some, perhaps,
before, their passage.

Of the public acts, the two most important were the act
providing for taking another census, and the act abolishing
imprisonment for debt ; which relic of barbarism had continued
in force, by operation of the laws of Michigan upon the
organization of the Territory. Among the eighteen universi-
ties and seminaries established was the University of the
Territory of Wisconsin at Madison, to which Congress was,
by joint resolution, urged to make an appropriation of twenty
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thousand dollars in money, and two townships of land. The
money was net appropriated.. But on the 12th of June, 1838,
Congress made an appropriation of the amount of land asked
for, —two townships, or 46,080 acres, which was the fundamen-
tal endowment of that noble university, whose spacious build-
ings now adorn the capital of the State, and whose facilities
and capacity for educating its youth reflect so much credit
upon those who have manifested so great an interest, and such
untiring perseverance, in promoting its welfare. Some account
of this act, and of the early history of the university, will
prove of interest. The following is a synopsis of the original
charter of the university, which was approved Jan. 19, 1838 : —

SecrioN 1. ¢ That there shall be established at or near
Madison, the seat of government, a university for the purpose
of educating youth, the name whereof shall be the ¢ University
of the Territory of Wisconsin.” The said university to be
under the government of a board of visitors, not exceeding
twenty in number, of whom the governor and secretary of the
Territory, the judges of the Supreme Court, and the president
of said university, shall be a part, and Bushnell B. Cary,
Marshall M. Strong, Byron Kilbourn, William A. Gardiner,
Henry Stringham, Charles R. Brush, Charles C. P. Arndt, John
Catlin, George H. Slaughter, David Brigham, John F. Scher-
merhorn, William A. Coryell, George Beatty, Henry L. Dodge,
and Augustus A. Bird, the remainder, who shall hold their
office during the pleasure of the legislature, by whom all va~
cancies shall be filled.”

Sect. 2 creates the Board a body politic and corporate, with
perpetual succession, under the name of the ¢ Board of Visit-
ors of the University of the Territory of Wisconsin,” with all
the usual powers of a corporation; eleven to be a quorum for
all necessary business.

Sect. 8 provides that it shall be lawful for such Board,
from time to time, to apply such part of their estate and funds
in such a manner as may be the most conducive to the promo-
tion of literature and the advancement of useful knowledge
within the Territory; providing, that, when grants shall be
made to them for certain uses and purposes therein expressed
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and declared, the same shall not be applied, either in whole or
in part, to any other uses, without the consent of the grantor.

Sect. 4 provides for the election of secretary and treasurer,
by ballot, by the Board, with the usual power, duties, and
responsibilities.

Sect. 5 authorizes said Board of Visitors, from time to
time, to establish such colleges, academies, and schools, depend-
ing on the said university, as they may think proper, and as
the funds of the corporation will permit; and it shall also be
the duty of said Board of Visitors to visit and inspect acade-
mies and schools, to examine into the state and systems of edu-
cation and discipline therein, and to make a yearly report
thereof to the legislature. '

Sect. 6 provides that persons of every religious denomina-
tion shall be capable of being elected visitors; nor shall any
person as president, professor, instructor, or pupil, be refused
admittance for his conscientious persuasion in matter of reli-
gion, provided he shall demean himself in a proper manner,
. and conform to such rules as may be established.
~ Sect. T provides that the act of incorporation may be re-
pealed or modified by the legislative power of the Territory,
provided that such power of repeal shall never be extended to
divert to any other purposes than those expressed therein, if
any shall be expressed in any grant of property to such corpo-
ration. But such property, in the event of the dissolution of
such corporation, or in case such grant shall be disapproved
by the legislative power, shall revert to the grantor or his heirs.

Sect. 8 requires the first meeting under the act to be held
on the first Monday in July, 1838, and, if a quorum should not
be in attendance, to adjourn from time to time until a quorum
shall attend.

Sect. 9 provides, that, whenever the word ¢ ¢Territory’
occurs in the act, it shall be read ¢State,” after the Territory
becomes a State.”

A few more items relative to the territorial history of the
university may be desirable at this time.

A full meeting of the Board was probably held in July, 1838,
as required by the act of incorporation.
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The first record of any such session is the following, which
is taken from ¢ The Wisconsin Enquirer” of Dec. 8 of that
year.

“ A meeting of the ¢board of visitors of the University of the Territory
of Wisconsin’ was held at Madison, Dec. 1,1838. Present: Henry Dodge,
William B. Slaughter, Marshall M. Strong, David Brigham, George H.
Slaughter, Augustus A. Bird, George Beatty, and John Collins.

“On motion of William B. Slaughter, the Board proceeded to elect a
treasurer and secretary by ballot; and, the votes having been taken, it ap-
" peared that Henry Dodge had received a majority of all the votes for the
office of treasurer, and that John Catlin had received a majority of the votes
cast for the office of secretary ; and they were declared duly elected.

“ On motion of M. M. Strong, Ordered, That a committee be appointed to
examine the lands proposed to be donated by Josiah A. Noonan and Aaron
Vanderpoel, and the lands generally in the vicinity of Madison, and
report to the Board at their next meeting a suitable site for the location of
the university; and Messrs. A. A. Bird, David Brigham, and George H.
Slaughter were appointed such committee.

“On motion of D. Brigham, Esq., it was Resolved, That a committee of
three be appointed to request the legislative assembly, at the present session,
to memorialize the secretary of the treasury of the United States to locate
the lands donated by the act of Congress, approved 12th of June, 1838,
for the use and support of a university within this Territory, in pursuance
of said act; and to request the legislative assembly that the same be appro-
priated for the benefit of the University of the Territory of Wisconsin, to be
located at or near Madison, in the county of Dane.

“On motion of Col. William B. Slaughter, the Chair appointed the
following committee : William B. Slaughter, George Beatty, and Marshall
M. Strong.

“ On motion of Mr. George Beatty, it was Resolved, That the secretary be
authorized to procure a seal, with suitable devices, for the use of the board
of visitors, as early as practicable.

“ On motion of M. M. Strong, Ordered, That the proceedings of this meet-
ing be published in the Madison ¢Enquirer ;’ and, on motion of Col. W. B.
Slaughter, the Board adjourned to meet on Saturday next, at three, p.M.”

There is no further record of any meetings following this
adjournment. The legislature, at its January session in 1839,
adopted a joint resolution providing for the selection of the
lands, appointing J. V. Suydam of Brown County, F. O. Kirk-
patrick of the county of Iowa, and J. B. Zander of the county
of Milwaukee, commissioners to locate a portion, not exeeeding
two-thirds of all the lands donated by Congress by the act
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approved June 12, 1838, for the use and support of the univer-
sity ; requiring them to meet at Madison, in the county of
Dane, on the first Monday in May, and proceed to examine
and select equal quantities of such lands, within the limits of
the United States land district in this Territory, as would best
promote the interests of the university.

Within thirty days after making such selection, public
notice was required to be given of the same for six successive
weeks ; and, on completion of the same, a report to the gov-
ernor, to be by him transmitted to the treasurer of the United
States, with a request that the lands so selected be set apart
‘and reserved for the purposes mentioned in the said act of
Congress. '

This commission, for some reason, did not at the time, or even
afterwards, select the lands authorized by the foregoing resolu-
tion.

t a later period, we find the work was performed by
Nathaniel F. Hyers.

The history of the university will be continued hereafter.

At this second session, a bill was passed to ¢ regulate the sale
of school-lands, and to provide for organizing, regulating, and
perfecting schools.” It was provided, that, as soon as twenty
electors should reside in a surveyed township in which was
a school-section, they should  elect three commissioners of
common schools, who should hold their office for three years,
apply the proceeds of the leases of school-lands to pay the
wages of teachers in every township, and call school-meetings
each district to elect three directors. And five inspectors were
elected annually to examine schools, and inspect teachers.

The first school-district in the State was organized under the
old Michigan school-law, in Milwaukee, in the fall of 1836,
about the same time that the first session of the legislative
assembly was held. The first public school was kept by a Mr.
West, in a framed schoolhouse in the second ward of that city,
— the first in the State.

On the 16th of February, 1837, Col. William B. Slaughter
was by Pres. Jackson appointed secretary of the Territory,in
the place of John S. Horner removed.

It was at this session that an act was passed ¢ to incorporate
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the Milwaukee and Rock River Canal Company,” which con-
tained, among other things, an authority to the company to
apply to Congress for an appropriation, in money or lands, to
aid in the construction of its works. In pursuance of this
authority, application was made, and an appropriation obtained
in June, 1838, of the odd-numbered sections on a belt of
territory five miles in width on each side of the line of
the proposed canal. This grant of land, if it had been
judiciously managed, would have produced a fund adequate
for the construction of a canal connecting Rock River with
Lake Michigan, which would have been followed, no doubt,
by slack-water navigation on Rock River, providing a cheap
means of transit to market, of the bulky agricultural products
of the extensive and fertile valley of Rock River and of
other parts of the State and of Illinois. But, instead of
the blessing it might have been, it proved a curse and a
blight upon the early prosperity of the Territory, owing
mainly to the antagonisms which grew up between the
officers of the canal company and the Territorial officers
intrusted with the disposition of the lands granted by Con-
gress and of their proceeds, and to the conflicts between the
beneficiaries of the land grant, and some of the leading
politicians of the times. :

A special session of the legislative assembly was held at
Burlington, June 11, 1838, and was a short one, last-
ing only two weeks, adjourning on the 25th of June.
The only change in the officers consisted of William B. Sheldon
being elected speaker of the house of representatives.

The session was held mainly for the purpose of making a
new apportioment of members of the house, based upon the
census taken in May. Thirty-one acts were passed, of which
six related to counties, five to roads, seven to the conduct of
public affairs, and the remaining thirteen to private matters, of
which four were to grant divorces. Among the public acts
was one postponing the general election from the first Monday
of August to the second Monday of September ; and another
making a new apportionment of the members of the house of
representatives to be then elected. Of the twenty-six mem-
bers, twelve were apportioned among the counties east of the

1838.
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Mississippi River, and fourteen among those west. This
apportionment was, however, to be contingent upon the divis-
ion of the Territory; upon which contingency it was made
the duty of the governor to make an apportionment. This act
was approved on the 23d of June; and the act to divide the
Territory, and establish the Territorial Government of Iowa,
was approved on the 12th of June, twelve days previous; but
in those days of slow mails, and while the electric telegraph
was an experiment, the news of its passage did not reach
Burlington until after the passage of the apportionment act.
Having provided that the next session should be held at
Madison, the first legislative assembly of Wisconsin Territory
adjourned June 25, 1838. On the 20th of February, 1848, the
commissioners of public buildings advertised that they would
receive proposals for the erection of the public buildings, and
gave specifications of the plan of the Capitol and its interior and
exterior work ; in reply to which, bids were received, ranging
from $24,450 to $125,000; and the contract was awarded to
James Morrison for $26,200 on the 17th of April. By an
act of Congress, approved June 18, 1838, the further sum of
$20,000 was appropriated for finishing the work.



CHAPTER XVIIIL

THE TERRITORIAL GOVERNMENT.

Population and Apportionment— The First Legislative Assembly at Madison —
The Condition of the New Capitol — Hogs and Assembly-Men in the Same Pen
— Amusing Reminiscences — The New (Old) Capitol Wrangle — Investigating
Committees — Recess — Second Session — Laws Passed, &c.

By the act of Congress to divide' the Territory,it was pro-
vided that the terms of the members of the council and house
of representatives be deemed to have expired, and that a new
election of members should be had upon an apportionment to
be made by the governor, and that they should meet at Madi-
son at such time as the governor should appoint.

The population of the Territory in May, 1838, as shown by
the census, was as follows : —

Counties, Population.
Brown . . . . . . . . . . 3,048
Crawford . . . . . . . . . . 1,220
Dane . . . ) . . . . . . 172
Dodge . . . . . . . . . . 18
Green . . . . . . . . . . 494
Grant . . . . . . . . . . 2,763
Towa . . . . . . . . : . 3,218
Jefferson . . . . . . . . . . 468
Milwaukee . . . . . . . . . . 3,131
Racine . . . . . . . . . . 2,054
Rock . < . . . . . . . 480
Walworth . . PR . . . . . . 1,019
‘Washington. . . . . . . . . . 64
Total . . . . . . . . . . 18,149

The time fixed by the governor for the meeting of the first

session of the second legislative assembly, and the first under
14 209
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the re-organized Territorial Government, was the twenty-sixth
day of November, 1838.

On the 8th of November, 1838, Hon. Andrew G. Miller of
Pennsylvania was appointed associate justice of the Supreme
Court to succeed Judge Frazer, then recently deceased ; and
Chief Justice Dunn, and Associate Justices Irvin and Miller,
constituted the Supreme Court until the organization of the
State Government in 1848,

At the July term of 1839, Franklin J. Munger was appointed
attorney-general for that term, in the absence of that officer
(H. N. Wells) ; and the clerk, John Catlin, having resigned,
Simeon Mills was appointed to fill his place; and Lafayette
Kellogg, now and for many years the faithful and efficient
clerk of the Supreme Court of the State, was appointed deputy
clerk, and attended to the duties of the office. From that
time, a term of the court was held annually, as provided by
law, until Wisconsin was admitted a State. Mr. Mills having .
resigned the office of clerk in 1840, Mr. Kellogg was appointed
to fill the vacancy.

Party lines had not yet been drawn in the Territory ; and the
members were elected without reference to, and perhaps with
out a public knowledge of, their views upon national politics.
Among the members elected were IEdward V. Whiton, Nelson
Dewey, Daniel Wells, jun., Morgan L. Martin, and Marshall M.
Strong.

Upon the convening of the legislative assembly, it was
found that the Capitol was in an unfinished state; and so much
dissatisfaction existed with the accommodations at Madison,
that it was a matter of doubt for two wecks, whether or not
a temporary adjournment to Milwaukee would be effected. A
committee appointed for the purpose of investigating the extent
of the accommodations reported * that at the Madison House
there was one room that would accommodate six persons; at
the Madison Hotel, two rooms that would accommodate four
persons; and, at the American Hotel, eight rooms, sufficient to
accommodate twenty-six persons : but they could not ascertain
that more than fifty persons could be accommodated with suffi-
cient rooms for the transaction of business. The session was
organized in the council by the election of William Bullen,
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president ; George Beatty, secretary; and S. N. Ives, sergeant-
at-arms ; and in the house, by the election of John W. Black-
stone, speaker; John Catlin, chief clerk, and Thomas Morgan,
sergeant-at-arms. . '

Gov. Dodge, in his message, recommended the investigation
of the banks in the Territory, memorializing Congress for a
grant of lands to be sold, and applied to the improvement of the
Fox and Wisconsin Rivers, the revision of the laws, the divis-
ion of the Territory into judicial districts, the claims of the
miners, and the improvement of the harbors on Lake Michigan,

Col. Ebenezer Childs, who was a member of the legislature,
in his “ Recollections of Wisconsin,” published in vol. iv. of
“ Collections of State Historical Society ” says, —

¢ The new Capitol edifice was not yet in suitable condition to receive the
legislature : so we had <ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>