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THE HISTORY OF FLORIDA.

CHarrER 1.

FLORIDA, 1512-1819.

Discovery and Exploration.
9AS a term in the geography of Spanish-
America, Florida included all the eastern
coasts of the present United States, from
Mexico on the south to New France on
the north, and extended into the interior
north and west to a distance unknown and undefined.
Consequently many of the early events of history
that are mentioned in connection with Florida would,
under later nomenclature, be placed in parts of the
territory now known to us as Virginia, Carolina,
Georgia and the Gulf states. In this article we shall,
so far as possible, confine our story to the actual ter-
ritory comprised in the present state of Florida.
After the discovery of the islands of the West In-
dies, as they came to be called, and the exploitation
of Mexico by the Spaniards, the superior attractions
of these regions drew the voyagers that followed
Columbus away from the northwest, and it is to be
noted that Balboa had discovered the Pacific Ocean
before any European of the time had put foot upon
any part of this territory. Claims are made that
Sebastian Cabot had explored, or at least seen, these
shores nearly or quite as far south as Cape Hatteras,
but as these claims rest on a single paragraph in the
Hakluyt translation of Peter Martyr’s travels, the
3



2 THE HISTORY OF FLORIDA.

evidence is insufficient to take from Juan Ponce de
Leon the honor of having been the first European to
land upon the soil of the future United States.

Ponce de Leon had been among the early colonists
of Hispanola, having come thither with Columbus on
his second voyage, but on the return of Columbus to
Spain De Leon remained as an officer under Ovando,
upon whose recommendation he was made governor
of the Island of Porto Rico, a position he held for
twelve years. His administration was marked by
all the qualities that make a successful commander
and colonizer, and he soon brought the country under
subjection and made it highly productive and profit-
able. As was the practice of the day, however, he
was forced to make way for a court favorite who
desired to gain riches quickly.

De Leon was born in 1460, and was now over fifty
years of age. Although he had amassed considerable
wealth in the course of his public employments, he
was not nearly as rich as some of his contempo-
raries, so it is probable that the approach of old age
and a desire for greater possessions made him an
eager listener to the tales that were in circulation
concerning a not very distant island called Bimini,
where, in addition to fabulous deposits of gold, was
a spring whose waters were capable of restoring to
age and decrepitude the form and vigor of youth.
So in the spring of 1513 De Leon sailed from Porto
Rico with a charter from the king authorizing him
to search for and settle the mythical island.

For some weeks he sailed about among the Ba-
hama Islands, to find that his longed-for island
seemed further away the longer he sailed, so with
hopes crushed he abandoned cruising in the original
direction and turned almost directly westward to-
ward a land he must have heard about while sailing
among the islands. On March 27 he sighted a low-
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lying shore, splendid with the early bloom and lux-
uriance of a sub-tropical flora, and as it was the
Easter season of the year, the Pascua Florida or
Pascua des flored of the Spanish, he called the newly
discovered island, as he supposed it to be, Florida.
He sailed north looking for a suitable harbor, so that
it was not until the 2d of April that he landed at a
point near the place where St. Augustine now stands.
He then took formal possession of the country for
the king of Spain by the right of discovery, unfurled
the royal standard and set up a cross. For eight
weeks or more the explorer skirted the shores of this
new world, sailing south and west as far as Apalache
Bay, and without making any attempt to found a
settlement because of the hostility of the natives, he
returned to Porto Rico with no more profitable re-
sult of his journey than the announcement that an-
other island had been added to the Spanish realm.
This, however, was not of sufficient importance to
save the disappointed man from the attacks of the
wits of the day, and he was most unmercifully lam-
pooned and twitted for his failure to return as a
youth in his prime.

At the time Ponce de Leon set sail he had no choice
of course, except to sail to the north or northwest,
for after the location of Mexico and the coasts and
islands to the south of the latitude of Vera Cruz, the
Spanish crown had been lavish with its grants and
charters, and every foot of this territory had been
preémpted by adventurers, who drove away fres-
passers of their own blood as ruthlessly as they did
foreigners, the only alternative being a wunion of
forces, or a battle. Cut off from all entrance to these
regions, the men who sailed after De Leon’s dis-
covery came upon his realm and returned with glow-
ing tales of its wealth. De Leon was therefore
moved to make an attempt to perform the duty im-
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posed upon him by his charter, and to get out of his
possession whatever there was in it of value to him.
His realm was evidently much greater than he had
supposed, for the explorations of the trespassers had
shown that his prineipality was not an island, but a
part of an extensive and marvelously rich continent.
Among the adventurers whose tales spurred De Leon
was Diego Miravello, who returned with some speci-
mens of gold, no doubt the product of the mines of
Georgia, Fernandez de Cordova and De Garay, all
of whom were prevented by the hostility of the
natives from making settlements, but all telling the
same tale of extraordinary riches to be had for the
taking. Using the remnants of his fortune to fit out
another expedition De Leon sailed from Porto Rico,
and after weeks of storm and bad weather reached
the coast of Florida, probably near Tampa Bay.
The Indians there were as fierce and intractable as
they had shown themselves to be wherever the Span-
iard had shown himself, and falling on De Leon and
his men they killed a number of them and wounded
the governor himself, who, ill and weary, abandoned
Florida, and reaching Cuba, en route for Porto Rico,
died there in a few days at the age of sixty-one. He
left a son Louis, on whom the king conferred all the
rights of his father in Florida, but who never made
any attempt to claim or utilize them.

Among the adventurers who, during the nine years
between De Leon’s discovery and his attempt to as-
sume control, had voyaged to the coast of Florida,
was one Lucas Vasque de Ayllon, who made for him-
self an unsavory place in history by the treacherous
manner in which he entrapped two shiploads of
friendly Indians at Chicora (South Carolina). These
Indians he sought to sell as slaves in Cuba, but as
the chronicles says: ‘‘These Indians gave him no
profit, as grief and care killed them all.”” However,
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at least one of the captives had not sucecumbed, for
shortly after the death of De Leon, De Ayllon ap-
peared at Madrid with a converted, Spanish-speak-
ing Indian from Chicora, who assisted him in prov-
ing to the king and his ministers the value and worth
of the country for which he sought authority to ex-
plore and conquer. This was given him, and in 1524
his vessels sailed to explore and map the coasts of
Florida, between the 35th and 37th parallels of lati-
tude, the boundaries of his grant. On the return of
his vessels with stories of great wealth, and some
small tangible samples in the way of gold, silver and
pearls, another expedition was sent out comprising
nearly 600 persons and including three Dominican
friars and some negro slaves. They landed on the
coast of what is now South Carolina, and the history
of their settlement is that of so many other settle-
ments in this region—it was destroyed by the
Indians.

The next serious attempt to settle Florida was
made by Narvaez, one of the adventurers whom
Cortez had driven out of Mexico, although he bore a
patent appointing him Adelantedo (his Spanish title)
of all the lands he might explore. In 1528 he reached
Florida just north of Tampa Bay, with the remnants
of a force of more than 600 men, with whom he had
left Spain a year earlier; learning that they had
missed the mouth of the bay, the vessels were sent
back by water, while Narvaez and most of the men
started overland. Vessels and men never again came
together, and Narvaez started from the bay on a
journey in which he experienced almost incredible
hardship and misfortunes. Surrounded and har-
assed by hostile Indians, they fought their way north
to the neighborhood of Tallahassee, and then failing
to find the sources of the gold for which they were
striving they turned back and reached the gulf near
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the present St. Marks. Here they built boats of
hides, and in these frail craft 242 men set sail for
Cuba. The historian of the expedition, who was one
of the few survivors, does not make clear why they
sailed westward, but so they did, and in November
eighty men, all that now remained, landed somewhere
on the coast of Texas. From this place Narvaez,
who was sleeping in one of the canoes, was blown out
to sea and lost to history. In July, 1536, after years
of slavery and wanderings that had carried them as
far as the Pacific, four of the original party reached
the City of Mexico. Later De Vaca, the historian,
appeared in Spain, and by his mysterious manner,
vague illusions and wild assertions, convinced many
people that Florida was in fact the richest place on
the face of the earth, Peru and Mexico being but
poor seconds. Attracted by these possible riches,
the most noted of the Spanish explorers of North
America, Fernando de Soto, asked for and received
the command of the lands called Florida, to which
he sailed from Cuba in May, 1539, landing near the
spot whence Narvaez had disembarked some years
earlier. Here he found a Spaniard, a member of the
troop of Narvaez, who, though taken prisoner by the
Indians, had been spared at the intercession of the
chief’s daughter in the manner in which Capt. John
Smith was saved by Pocahontas. Pursuing in a gen-
eral way the course taken by Narvaez, but continuing
farther inland, even to the borders of Tennessee, De
Soto turned southwest and reached the head of
Mobile Bay. He had taken about eighteen months to
travel from Tampa Bay to Mobile, yet in all that
time he had only lost about 100 of his men, a most
convincing testimony to his skill as a leader and
commander.

Although he had so far failed in his quest, De
Soto would not give up, but after recruiting the
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health of his men, pushed west, reached the Missis-
sippi River near the present Mempbhis, crossed in
boats which he constructed, and traveled about in
the territory now included in the state of Arkansas.
In the spring of 1542 De Soto turned towards the
gulf, but the end was near, and on May 21 he died.
The body was first buried, then disinterred, wrapped
in a mantle loaded with sand, and in the darkness of
midnight dropped from the side of a canoe into the
depths of the great river he had revealed to the civ-
ilized world. Fifty-one months after landing at
Tampa Bay about one-half of the original army of
621 men reached the Panuco River, near Vera Cruz,
in Mexico.

The coasts of Florida had thus far proved to be
the burial place of nearly every Spaniard who set
foot upon them. The cruelties and treacheries of the
earlier explorers had planted in the Indian mind
such a hatred of the white man that the history of
the years following De Soto’s journey is a continu-
ous recital of the murder of missionaries, the am-
bushing of small bands and the instant dispatch of
the shipwrecked mariners and unfortunate passen-
gers of the stranded vessels, whose beauty, age or
sex did not reserve them for the fate of slaves to
savages. In 1556 the Bishop of Cuba, in whose
diocese Florida was now placed, joined with others
in a petition to the throne asking that the ‘‘rich’’
country of Florida be settled and saved to the
Church and the king. Orders to that effect were
given, and in 1559 the largest and best equipped
fleet that had ever attempted the subjugation of the
region sailed from Vera Cruz under command of
Tristan de Luna, and on August 14 landed at what
is now Pensacola Bay. The greater portion of the
party remained here for two years, when the discon-
tent and mutiny which had arisen, because of the
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failure to find the expected riches, caused the colony
to be abandoned, and De Luna was recalled. Some
of the party had removed to Port Royal Sound on
the Carolina coast, but the same reasons that caused
the failure of the mother colony operated here, and
when this promising venture fell through Philip II.
decided that the experience of fifty years proved that
Florida was not suitable for Spanish colonization.
It was therefore determined that no more attempts
should be made, and the country was neglected, if
not abandoned.

But even the determination of kings is governed
by circumstances, and when word reached Spain that
a party of French Huguenots—heretics and business
rivals in one—had settled in Florida, the prayer of
Pedro Menendez de Aviles, who had been asking for
the place of governor-general of Florida, was
granted, and preparations hastened to supply a suf-
ficient force to sail to the new world and expel the
French heretics from Spanish soil. The settlement
of the French on American soil was the result of a
plan of the famous Admiral Coligny, who sought to
estahlish in the new world a haven of refuge for the
persecuted Protestants of France. For this purpose
an expedition under Jean Ribaut reached the coast
of Florida, near the mouth of the St. John’s River,
April 30, 1562, and set up a stone, but the location
not being quite suitable they sailed north and landed
at Port Royal, where it was decided to establish a
colony. Leaving thirty of his men, Ribaut returned
to France to procure recruits and supplies, but on
his arrival civil war was raging, and as nothing could
be done he was forced to wait. In the meantime the
colonists, after exhausting the hospitality of the In-
dians, decided to return to France, and contriving a
vessel which was surely as crazy a craft as ever ven-
tured over the ocean, they set sail. After a long
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voyage, during which they were reduced to cannibal-
ism, they came in sight of France, but were taken
captive by an English vessel, and such as were fit to
travel were carried as prisoners to London.

A truce being declared between the warring fac-
tions in France, Coligny had time and opportunity to
attend to his colonizing scheme and another expedi-
tion was sent over under Rene de Laudonnieére, who
located at the mouth of the St. John’s River, and
built there a triangular fort. Few of the colonists
were workmen, and shut up as they were within the
walls of a fort with savages all about, mutiny was
not long in asserting itself, and a party of thirteen
seized one of the vessels and started off for a bue-
caneering expedition on the Spanish main. Later a
larger body made another venture of the same kind,
but mutiny and mishap quickly ended the voyage,
and those who remained alive returned to the fort
and were promptly executed by orders of Laudon-
ni¢re. In 1565 Ribautf returned and took command,
Laudonniere going back to France. In this erisis,
Spain felt called upon to act. Such arrogant defi-
ance of her authority, and so open an occupation of
her territory was equivalent to a declaration of war,
and the feeling thus engendered was intensified when
the stories of what the French deserters were doing
reached Spain. For years French cruisers had rav-
aged Spanish commerce and burned Spanish settle-
ments in the West Indies, and to the excited imagina-
tions of the Spanish, the new settlement was looked
upon as a fitting-out port for another fleet of de-
stroyers. Under such circumstances this nest of rob-
bers could not be routed out too quickly, so, as has
been said, Menendez was sent forth to act as the
agent of Providence in saving the American Indian
from the contamination of heresy, and Spanish set-
tlements and commerce from attack and destruction.
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On June 29, 1565, about the time Ribaut was leaving
Dieppe with a French force for the relief of Laudon-
niére, Menendez set out with his flotilla, part of
which fell in with some of the ships of Ribaut, and
no secret was made of the fact that the object of the
Spanish expedition was to remove the French set-
tlers, root and branch, wherever found on Spanish
soil. On Sept. 6, 1565, a landing was made at what
is now St. Augustine, and from that time the settle-
ment of Florida dates, the two years 1559-61 at Pen-
sacola not being taken into consideration. Without
wasting any time Menendez marched upon the un-
suspecting Frenchmen in Fort Caroline and slew 130
men, only a few of the garrison escaping to small
boats in the river. Straggling parties of Frenchmen
were captured and put to death. Menendez is
charged with having accepted the surrender of these
men under promise of mercy and then wantonly
slaughtering them, but looking at the matter in the
light of our fuller knowledge, this charge cannot be
substantiated. Throughout the whole proceeding
Menendez was uniformly fanatical and severe, and
believed he was doing God’s will in executing ven-
geance on the heretics. Moreover, the reply he made
to the proffers of surrender, still extant, does not
give any promise of mercy, no matter what the
Frenchmen may have thought. The same answers
and the same treatment were accorded to Ribaut and
that portion of his men who later surrendered to
Menedez, after shipwreck at Matanzas inlet,
eighteen miles south of St. Augustine. Those who
were thus massacred in cold blood after surrender
numbered over 400. This was immediately after his
return from the attack and capture of Fort Caroline.
The French stories of these events make the Spanish
commander swear a solemn oath, but the Spanish
writers tell the tale as above and without any at-
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tempt to belittle or soften the facts, for the whole
affair was to them only a signal manifestation of the
desire of Providence that Florida should be saved
for the faith and the realm. Menendez in his dis-
patches ascribed the victory to God, and gave thanks
therefor, a theme that was taken up in Spain and
amplified. '

The peculiar conditions in France made action by
the court perfunctory. Spain was certainly the legal
master of Florida, and in expelling invaders had
acted only within her rights. Moreover, as leader of
the Church, the action of Philip II. could not well be
complained of by Charles IX. and his mother, Cath-
arine de Medici, who were then warring in France
for the upholding of the faith. As a matter of fact,
few Frenchmen other than the Huguenots seemed to
care much about the matter until Dominique de
Gourges, a private gentleman, under guise of fitting
out an expedition to capture slaves, undertook to
avenge the slaughter of his countrymen. When near
Cuba he announced to his men the real object of the
trip, and as they supported him enthusiastically he
proceeded to assault the Spanish forts situated at
or near the site of Fort Caroline. Being assisted by
the Indians, whose traditional hatred of the Spanish
had been fired into action by recent atrocities, the
attack was successful, and every Spaniard not slain
in battle was summarily hanged, ‘‘not as Spaniards,
but as traitors, robbers and murderers,’’ as was ex-
plained by the notice he placed upon the gallows.
The forts were demolished, and De Gourges hastened
away ‘‘after giving thanks to God’’ for his victory.
Thus both Spaniard and Frenchman, as Parkman
points out, ‘‘laid their reeking swords on God’s
altar.”

As a mere incident of a freebooting trip, Sir Fran-
cis Drake stopped over at St. Augustine one day in
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1586, looted and destroyed the town, but it was at
once rebuilt and became the centre from which the
Franciscans continued their efforts to convert the
Indians. For the story of these wonderful men one
must consult the history written by Shea; let it suf-
fice to say that they gave themselves to almost cer-
tain death, the ranks of the fallen being filled with ar-
dent recruits, who did not have success to fire them,
for as late as 1647 the total number of converts was
trivially small in comparison with the efforts made
and the lives sacrificed. No further attempts at set-
tlement were made until 1696, when a colony was
placed at Pensacola, which two years later had over
300 inhabitants, and this was the only successful at-
tempt that Spain had made in all the 130 years since
Menendez had founded St. Augustine.

Government.

The colonial government of the Spanish-American
settlements differed as much from the government
of the English colonies as the aims of the one nation
differed from those of the other in their new-world
policies. Spain aimed at an imperial domain, while
England planted self-sustaining, independent settle-
ments, each to act upon its own initiative. When
England took up the government of India her meth-
ods approximated to those of Spain in the rule of
her American colonies. It is not generally remem-
bered that Columbus was the first European who
made laws for America, yet such is the case, for be-
tween his first and second voyages he drew up a code
of regulations for his new government which, with
such modifications as time and experience proved
necessary, became the foundation of Spanish juris-
prudence in America. Under these provisions the
immigration was to be restricted both in number and
quality; the settlements were to be kept at the small-
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est possible number, only four for Cuba, and these
were to have such municipal governments as were
enjoyed by similar towns in Castile, for it must be
remembered that these new-world possessions were
not so much the property of the kingdom of Spain as
they were the personal appurtenances of Isabella
of Castile, whose heirs happened to be the Spanish
monarchs and inherited their ancestors’ property.
In the rules and regulations of the early days it was
on the mining and shipping of gold that stress was
laid, and in all of the laws of Columbus the only
reference to agriculture is a provision that gold
hunting should be permitted only at such times as
would not interfere with the planting and harvesting
of the crops. At first the Indians had been put under
a system of tribute, which later was commuted for
services, so that the Indians served their new mas-
ters in much the same manner as they had served
their old chiefs. As the Florida Indians were never
enslaved to any great extent, and so did not labor
for the support of the men who would not labor for
themselves, it is probable that the failure of the
Spaniards in Florida was due to the lack of a suffi-
cient laboring population. In all the affairs of the
colony the Spanish monarch, acting through his
council, not national officers but personal servants,
was supreme, and though the viceroy had much free-
dom within the limits of his authority, he dared not
depart very far from the exact letter of his instrue-
tions. As the colonies were the personal appur-
tenances of the monarch, he sought to gain from
them as great a revenue as was possible, and one of
the favorite methods was through the sale of offices.
By this means a man who came up from the ranks,
through commerce, was enabled to purchase a place
of influence in the community that was not his either
by right of birth or as a soldier. In the matter of
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revenue Florida was of little use to the king; quite
otherwise, for we find it sharing to the extent of
$4,000,000 in the subsidy that the king had to give
to some of the impecunious colonies in a single year.

Relations With Carolina and Georgia.

More than one hundred years after Menendez
there were in all the region of Florida only the three
towns: St. Augustine, St. Marks and Pensacola, with
a few smaller places tributary to each. Spain had
not attempted to make good her claim to all the
country known as Florida, except some forays upon
the places settled by the English after 1607. These
visits were returned in kind, and the governor of
Carolina made a descent upon St. Augustine that
was so successful, that but for the accidental arrival
of some Spanish vessels the city would have fallen.
The war was continued and the English, united with
the Creek Indians, fought the Spanish and their In-
dian allies, and succeeded in breaking up and de-
stroying whatever had been accomplished in the es-
tablishment of missions. The remains of some of
these are to be seen to-day and are generally given
an antiquity much greater than they possess. To
offset these disasters the Spanish authorities sought
to incite the Carolina Indians to revolt, and for
years the story is a wearying and distressing recital
of the horrors of savage warfare.

On the western side of the present state the
French, then established at Mobile, were troublesome
neighbors; Bienville assaulted and captured Pensa-
cola in 1719, was in turn driven out by the Spaniards
and then again took possession, but being unable to
hold the town burned it, dismantled the fortifications
and retired. Pensacola, thus assaulted and captured
three times within three months, was abandoned and
not again settled until 1722, when it was rebuilt on
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Santa Rosa Island near Fort Pickens, where it re-
mained until 1763, when the present town was laid
out upon the mainland. Some settlers had located
on the site previous to this, but at best 1750 may be
given as the date of the final settlement of Pensacola.

There being no common ground on which the con-
tending parties in Carolina and Florida could settle
their differences through discussion, and as the
Spanish still incited the Indians and encouraged and
harbored escaped slaves, the exasperated English
resolved on a final clean-up, and in 1727 destroyed
every destructible thing to the very walls of St.
Augustine, thus putting an end for a long time to
the forays of the Yemassee Indians and white and
black renegades.

In 1732 Georgia was established, and so became a
sort of buffer between the contestants in Florida and
Carolina, and on the shoulders of Oglethorpe fell the
duty of upholding English claims upon this region.
War between England and Spain broke out in 1739,
and Oglethorpe led an expedition against St. Augus-
tine in 1740, which failed after a siege of several
weeks. In 1742 the Spaniards attacked Oglethorpe,
but also failed and withdrew to Cuba. Oglethorpe
paid another visit to St. Augustine in 1743, but
could neither capture the city nor induce the besieged
to fight. The treaty of 1748 forced a truce between
the fighters, but when war was renewed in 1762,
Havana fell into the hands of the English. By the
terms of the treaty of peace of the same year Flor-
ida was ceded to England in exchange for Havana,
which was restored to Spain, and ‘East and West
Florida became part of the realm of Great Britain

Florida as an English Province.

A proclamation of the English king in 1763 divided
the new territory into four provinces, defined their
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boundaries and gave to East Florida the limits the
state now has, except that the western line was at
the Apalachicola River, where the eastern boundary
of West Florida began. The new government was
extremely distasteful to the Spanish people, even the
liberal regulations of the English rulers not appeal-
ing to them, and-it is said that every Spaniard but
five left St. Augustine and only the utmost vigilance
of the new masters prevented the destruction of the
city. The governors of the new colonies, which were
attached to the Crown, were authorized to call gen-
eral assemblies, which were to make such laws and
regulations as were applied to other colonies directly
under the Crown, and thus for the first time repre-
sentative government in Florida was made possible.
At the breaking out of the War of the Revolution,
Florida took the side of the Crown and remained
staunch and true during the whole conflict. Under the
circumstances, the colony became a haven of refuge
for the persecuted loyalists of the warring colonies,
and it is said that in 1778 alone upwards of 7,000 of
these people came into her hospitable boundaries.
Althoungh the royal governors were given power to
establish legislative assemblies, none of them con-
sidered it consistent with their own interests to do
so, and it was not until 1780 that the insistence of
the people of East Florida forced Governor Tonyn
to give way, and the first General Assembly in the
province convened in December of that year.
Pensacola, in West Florida, was having troubles
of its own during the time of the Tinglish occupation,
most of them of a trivial nature caused by the petty
jealousies and intrigues so common in small com-
munities and which are noticeable now only so far as
they prevented a development of the city at that
time. In 1778 the place was said to have had sev-
eral hundred fine houses; the ‘“palace’’ of the gov-
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ernor was a large stone edifice with a tower, a relic
of Spanish days. In 1781 the Spanish under Galvez
captured the town, as the British, then too much
taken up with other matters, could not spare reén-
forcements for the garrison of 1,000 men under Gen-
eral Campbell. The Spanish now held the whole of
West Florida, and at the conclusion of the war both
the Floridas were returned to Spain as an ‘“equiva-
lent’’ for the Bahama Islands, which England was
to retain.

Florida Again a Spanish Province.

Just as the péople were congratulating themselves
on the attainment of civil liberty, the announcement
was made that the country had been turned over to
Spain. Such of the inhabitants as chose to go away
were given eighteen months to settle their affairs.
This many did, and Nova Scotia, England, Jamaica
and other West Indian Islands gave the refugees a
more or less chilly welcome. Where to go with their
slaves was the main question, and such as were least
liable to the troubles of returning ‘‘loyalists’’ or
“‘Tories’’ ventured into the states of the Union near-
est them. More than 1,400 negro slaves were added
to those in South Carolina by this exodus. The im-
possibility of getting rid of all the inhabitants led
Spain to offer some concessions, so those who would
take an oath of allegiance to his catholic majesty
and consent to put themselves in the way of being
converted to the Catholic faith were given special
privileges. Only a few of the former Spanish resi-
dents returned to the province on the restoration of
the old régime, so the majority of the people were
British who chafed under the reactionary rule of
their foreign masters. Almost at once the troubles
between the settlers and the Indians began again,
fomented by designing white men such as Bowles

Vol. 3—2.
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and McG@irth, who had married into the tribes and
used the savages for the advancement of their own
selfish ends. It is stated by some writers that the
continuance of Spanish rule in Florida at this time
was made possible only by the assistance of Alex-
ander McGillivary, the son of a Scotch father and
an Indian mother, who became, by election, the chief
of the Creeks, whom his influence kept loyal to the
treaty he had made for them with the Spanish aun-
thorities. So great was this influence that it could
not be overcome, even when it was proven that he
had held commissions in turn, and occasionally at
the same time, from Spain, England and the United
States, which now came upon the scene as the suc-
cessor of the Carolinas and Georgia. The exigencies
of European politics necessitated another change in
the boundaries of the lands still called Florida, and
in 1795 Spain turned over to France that portion of
her province of West Florida lying beyond the Per-
dido River, and from this time forward the name is
restricted to the territory of the present state to
which Spanish dominion in the North American con-
tinent was thenceforward confined, outside the limits
of Mexico. Eight years later the ceded territory was
sold to the United States by Bonaparte, and appears
thereafter as the Louisiana Purchase.

During the agitation that led to the War of 1812
it was thought that the British intended to seize
Florida, and measures were taken to prevent such a
movement, and a United States force was prepared
ready to invade Florida the moment the British in-
tention was made manifest. Nothing resulted from
this particular movement, but in the course of sub-
sequent hostilities a party of frontiersmen gathered
in southern Georgia for the purpose of invading
Florida and assisting a rebellion of those who were
seeking ‘‘to establish Republican institutions in
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Florida.”” The ‘‘patriots’’ assembled at St. Marys,
formed a provisional government, chose Gen. J. H.
MecIntosh to be governor and Colonel Ashley to be
military chief of the ‘‘Republic of Florida.”” In
conjunction with an American fleet which, for stra-
tegic purposes, it was thought should occupy Fer-
nandina (which, as a neutral port, had rendered
nugatory in the southern country the provisions of
the ‘‘embargo acts’’), the insurgents secured pos-
session of the fort on Amelia Island and transferred
the command to General Matthews, the United States
officer, who was on the spot to take advantage of just
such an opportunity. This breach of international
law led to a bitter dispute between Spain and the
United States, but as Congress would not run the
risk of war and failed to support President Madison,
he was forced to disavow the act of General Mat-
thews, relieve him of his command and place Gov-
ernor Mitchell, of Georgia, in charge. While the
Amelia Island affair was in course of settlement, a
band of negroes sent out by the governor of St.
Augustine ambushed a party of United States
troops, mostly invalids, and killed and wounded a
considerable number.

Governor Mitchell called for volunteers to attack
St. Augustine, but the coming of a new Spanish
governor and the indisposition of the Washington
authorities to support the movement led to an ac-
commodation, and the camp was broken up.

During the war of 1812-14 the Spanish authorities
favored the English, and with their permission and
connivance a fleet entered and occupied Pensacola,
raised the British flag over the forts, took the near-
by Indians under their protection and encouraged
them to kill and destroy. General Jackson attacked
the place and, capturing it, dismantled the forts,
which the Spanish rebuilt later. On the Apalachi-
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cola River the British had established a barricade
or fortification, which was professedly a refuge for
runaway negro slaves and hostile Indians. After the
war had ended the desperadoes who filled the place,
now transformed into a formidable fortress, defied
both the Spanish and the United States governments,
and their depredations becoming unbearable, Gen-
eral Jackson was commissioned to get rid of them,
which he did in his usual thorough manner, hanging
the leaders as murderers (they had killed some of
the besieging force) and returning the slaves to their
American and Spanish masters. The Indians were
still ravaging, being encouraged and assisted by
British agents, and when in the course of his opera-
tions Jackson captured some of these alleged agi-
tators, he summarily hanged two of them, Arbuthnot
and Ambrister. The Indian troubles did not end with
the death of the British emissaries, and when Jack-
son had reason to think that the Spanish governor
was supplying the Indians with munitions of war,
while he endeavored to keep American boats from as-
cending the Escambia River, he took possession of
Pensacola and held it until the territory was ceded to
the United States. The treaty of Feb. 22, 1819, pro-
vided that the United States should assume all the
claims of American citizens against Spain amounting
to $5,000,000. This arrangement was not confirmed by
Spain until two years later, so that the United States
did not take formal possession until July 10, 1821,
at St. Augustine, and July 27th at Pensacola.
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Purchase from Spain.

Spain ceded the Floridas to the United States on
Feb. 22, 1819 ; but the final ratification and proclama-
tion of the treaty was delayed two years, and did
not take place until Feb. 22, 1821. By the terms
of this treaty, the high contracting parties relin-
quished all claims for damages against one another,
and his Catholic Majesty ceded to the United States
“‘all the territories which belong to him situate to
the eastward of the Mississippi, known by the
name of East and West Florida.”” (Article 2.)

In consideration of this cession, the United States
agreed to assume and satisfy the private claims of
its citizens against Spain ‘‘to an amount not exceed-
ing $5,000,000 (Article 11), and to ‘‘cause satisfac-

" tion to be made for the injuries, if any, suffered by
the Spanish officers and the individual Spanish in-
habitants by the late operations of the American
Army in Florida.”” (Article 9.) Under these pro-
visions, the United States paid to its own citizens,
in settlement of their claims against Spain, the full
sum stipulated in the treaty, $5,000,000, and to Span-
ish subjects, in settlement of their claims against
the United States, the sum of $1,024,741.44,

On March 3, 1821, Congress authorized the Presi-
dent to take possession of the territory and to ap-
point such an officer or officers as he should deem
necessary for its proper government. There being
no time to legislate adequately for the new posses:-
sions, they were left under the common and existing
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laws, with the exception of the Federal revenue
laws and those governing the slave trade.

The First Territorial Governor (1821).

Andrew Jackson was immediately appointed gov-
ernor, with powers practically unlimited, except in
the matter of levying taxes and granting land. To
him the Spanisk governor, Don Jose Callava, sur-
rendered his authority at Pensacola, the capital of
the western territory, July 17, 1821. On July 10
preceding, Col. Robert Butler, as representative of
General Jackson, had received the surrender of
East Florida at St. Augustine from the Spanish gov-
ernor Coppinger; and on March 25, 1822, Lieut.
Matthew Qalbraith Perry, of the United States
navy, took possession of Key West.

Governor Jackson divided the new territory into
two counties, Escambia on the west of the Suwannee
River, and St. Johns on the east, and issued ordi-
nances providing for the proper administration of
justice, and regulated the sale of liquors and the
practice of medicine. He did little else during the
brief period of his governorship, save display some
of the worst traits of his character in high-handed
treatment of the retiring Spaniards and the civil
authorities of the territory. He soon tired
of his new position, and resigned in the autumn
of 1821, after a little more than six months
in office.

Congress now had an opportunity to take the
necessary steps to give Florida proper laws and
proper standing as a territory; and in the spring
of 1822 a territorial government was organized with
legislative and executive powers vested in a gov-
ernor and legislative council, consisting of ‘‘thirteen
of the most fit and discreet persons of the territory.’’
All the officers of the territory, together with the
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territorial delegate in Congress, were appointed by
. the President.

Governor Duval (1822-1834),

William P. Duval, a native of Virginia, but having
been long a resident of Kentucky, was appointed
governor, and George Walton, of Georgia, was ap-
pointed secretary of the territory. John C.
Bronaugh was the first president of the Legislative
Council.

Governor Duval held office for twelve years, until
1834. He was a man of great ability, wit and cour-
age, and a famous raconteur. His long administra-
tion is full of almost romantic interest, and many
measures of great importance to the state, some of
which are still subjects of discussion, were inaugu-
rated during his tenure of office.

At the beginning of his administration the white
population of the territory consisted of a few old but
feeble settlements along the seacoast, the chief of
which was St. Augustine on the east, with a popula-
tion of about 2,000 souls, and Pensacola on the west,
with a population (lately much reduced by an epi-
demic of yellow fever) of about 1,400. These two
regions of white settlements were separated in fact
by nearly 400 miles of Indian-infested wilderness,
and in tradition and sentiment by the old division
into two Floridas, with their separate capitals, gov-
ernors and interests. One of the first problems,
therefore, that confronted the new government was
that of bringing together the two sections, and crea-
ting in them a sense of territorial unity and homo-
geneity. This could not be done until (1) a common
centre of official life could be established; (2) means
of safe and convenient communication could be
opened between the east and west; and (3) the In-
dians, who held the middle districts, could be dis-
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posed of. To these tasks the authorities of the new
territory addressed themselves with promptness
and vigor.

The first Legislative Council was held at Pensa-
cola in June, 1822, and the second at St. Augustine
in June the following year. At this meeting com-
missioners were appointed ‘‘to select the most eli-
gible and convenient situation for the seat of govern-
ment.”’ These commissioners-made their explora-
tions during October and November of that year,
and selected, as the site of the permanent capital of
the territory, a point about midway between St.
Augustine and Pensacola, in what was known as
Gadsden county. There was a group of Indian towns
here, known generally as the Fowl Towns, one of
which was called Cahallahatchee, or New Talla-
hassee, and another Old Tallahassee. The Indians
occupying the district agreed to relinquish it; and
the governor issued a proclamation on March 4, 1824,
calling upon the members of the Council to assemble
at this site of the new capital for the next meeting.
The Indian name Tallahassee was retained, and the
first council meeting was held there in November,
1824.

In his message to this Council, the governor al-
ludes with high approval to the appropriation made
by Congress of $23,000 ‘‘for opening a high road
from Pensacola to St. Augustine.’”” This measure
had been agitated in the territory from the begin-
ning of Duval’s administration. It had been author-
ized by Congress in the spring of 1824, and was rap-
idly pushed to completion.

In the beginning of Duval’s administration, the
Seminoles ranged freely from the extreme south to
the Georgia line, and from the Atlantic to the Gulf.
Their numbers at this time were variously estimated
from 3,000 to 10,000. Sprague, whose estimate is
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most reliable, reckons them at 3,899 Indians, besides
800 negro slaves. Jackson had already notified
some of the chiefs (1821) that their possessory
rights were uncertain and that their liberties would
be restricted, and Duval held that their concentra-
tion within rather narrow and prescribed limits
‘“‘was indispensable to the settlement of Florida and
to a free communication between the east and west
of the territory.”’

It was pretty generally realized that both for their
own interests and for that of the whites they must
be disposed of, either by a complete removal from
the territory, or by a concentration within a re-
stricted area. The latter policy, which might even
then have been recognized as an impossible one, pre-
vailed for the time being; and consequently Gov-
ernor Duval, James Gadsden and Bernardo Segui,
acting as commissioners for the territory, secured an
unwilling consent from the chiefs to be ‘‘concen-
trated and confined”’ within a region running north-
west and southeast in the middle of the peninsula,
about 120 miles long, and sixty miles in average
width, and embracing some of the most desirable
Jand in the territory. This reservation as at first
assigned embraced the present site of the cities of
Lakeland, Leesburg, Eustis, and others; and was
afterward extended northward so as to embrace also
the site of the present city of Ocala.

The treaty by which this reservation was deter-
mined is known as the treaty of Fort Moultrie, and
was signed by the minor chiefs on Sept. 18, 1823.
Six of the principal chiefs, however, refused to sign
the treaty or to give up their homes, and then an
“‘additional article’’ was added by which they re-
ceived four special reservations on the Apalachi-
cola and Chattahoochee rivers.

Trouble arose almost immediately. The whole
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treaty was an effort to compromise between the
rights of the aborigines and the progress of white
settlement and civilization. It would have been
impossible, with the best of intentions on both sides,
to have dealt with the Indians according to the pro-
visions of such a treaty. Racial amalgamation
(which was advocated in an interesting article in
the Pensacola Gazette of the day) was the only pos-
sible solution of the situation if the Indian and his
descendants were still to occupy the land; but this
was impossible, while at the same time neither the
red man nor the white man was of a character or
temperament to give the treaty even temporary effi-
cacy. The land greed of the white man could not
consent to see the Indians in peaceful possession of
this fair and fertile country, while the roving habits
and disposition of the red man frequently carried
him beyond the ill-defined boundaries of his reserva-
tion. Runaway slaves and roaming stock were a
constant source of friction, which contraband whis-
key and swindles, violently avenged, did not tend to
allay.

At last, through the influence and work of Col.
James Gadsden, of Florida, the Indians, brought to
it by constant pressure and persuasion, consented to
make a treaty for their removal to Arkansas. The
treaty of Payne’s Landing, which they were brought
to sign after great difficulties -on May 9, 1832, pro-
vided that the Indians should send a delegation to
investigate the Trans-Mississippi country proposed
for their occupancy, and ‘‘should they be satisfied
with the character of that country’’ the nation would
migrate thither. The delegates, after some three
months of exploration, expressed themselves as sat-
isfied, and consequently on March 28, 1833, entered
into the additional treaty of Fort Gibson, Arkansas,
which made effective the terms of removal tenta-
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tively agreed upon by the treaty of Payne’s Land-
ing. Apparently the Indians at home had not in-
tended to vest their delegates with such full powers,
but expected to receive their report in council before
such final action should be taken. When the dele-
gates returned to Florida they found the sentiment
of the people such that they deemed it wise to repu-
diate their act at Fort Gibson and refused to leave
the country. Consequently Duval’s administration,
which had begun with promising negotiations with
the Indians, closed after twelve years of bickering
and friction with the Indian situation worse than at
the beginning and with another crisis impending in
that inevitable and universal war of white civiliza-
tion and progress against colored rights and wants.

Despite this constant friction and uncertainty con-
cerning the Indians, there was great activity during
Duval’s administration in the organization and im-
provement of the territory.

The settlement of the country proceeded rapidly.
A writer in the Pensacola Gazette (May 13, 1826),
basing his estimate on the number of votes cast in
the preceeding election, calculated the population
at 10,000 souls; but in 1828 Governor Duval said in
his message to the Council: ‘“Such has been the tide
of immigration that it is believed that the census of
1830 will entitle us to admission as a state in the
great National Union.”” The new settlers were
mainly from Alabama, Georgia, the Carolinas, Ten-
nessee and Virginia, and the larger number settled
in the middle section of the state, which was at this
period the most populous and influential in the ter-
ritory. Foreigners also entered into the constitu-
tion of the growing population—the Spaniards who
remained after the cession, especially in the old
settlements; settlers of Scotch descent, who occupied
the Euchee regions, and Frenchmen who, under the
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influence of Lafayette, who had received a grant of
a township near Tallahassee at the time of his visit
to this country, came into that section to make their
homes.*

While the governor’s estimate of growth proved
too sanguine, the census of 1830 showed a population
of 34,720, of whom about one-third were slaves.
There was still, however, a great lack of the sense of
unity in the territory, and a strong sentiment existed
for the annexation of West Florida to Alabama. As
early as 1821-22 a memorial was presented to Con-
gress by the citizens of West Florida calling for such
an annexation. Kast Florida also favored it; and in
1838 a meeting of the citizens of St. Augustine de-
manded it. This sentiment appeared again at the
time of admission of the territory into statehood, and
was recognized in the bill for the admission of the
state as first presented in Congress. It appeared
again in the fifties, and did not finally die out until
the close of reconstruction.

This early cosmopolitan society possessed more
than the average degree of learning and refinement
for a new state; and the vices that marred it were
rather characteristic of the period than of the
people. Gaming, the lottery and the duel had their
place and flourished. The duel and its lewder coun-
terpart, the brawl, seem to have been especially
common, and a goodly number of the leading men of
the territory took part ‘‘with credit’’ in these affairs
of honor. In 1828 Judge Randall devoted the major
part of his charge to the grand jury of Leon county
to a discussion ‘‘of the frequent private rencontres
and sanguinary conflicts which have repeatedly
taken place in this community.’’ Its virtues, how-
ever, were stronger than its vices. Hospitality and

*The most notable of these was Achille Murat, who stood for election to the Legis«
lative Council in 1829, but withdrew before the election.
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chivalry, courage and patriotism were there in lib-
eral measure, at once to temper the crudeness of
pioneer conditions and to afford a substantial basis
for social and civic progress.

The subject of popular education, both higher and
lower, began to receive attention almost immediately
after the cession of the territory. The Legislative
Council in 1824 memorialized Congress to assign one
or more townships of land ‘“in the middle district’’
of the territory for the establishment of a territorial
university; and the following year Acting-Governor
George Walton recommended to the Council the es-
tablishment of a university ‘‘and of such institutions
connected with it as may effectively provide for pop-
ular education.”” In 1836 Congress authorized the
sale of lands for the support of the University of
Florida, of which the territorial delegate, Joseph
M. White, the governor, Richard K. Call, and others
were named as trustees. But nothing came of this
movement, and there was no University of Florida
until long after the War of Secession.

In 1823 Congress set aside two townships of land,
one in East Florida, the other in West Florida, ‘‘for
the use of a seminary of learning’’; but the matter
rested there for nearly thirty years. The territory
had received from Congress its sixteenth section of
public lands for the common schools, and in 1828 the
Council undertook to lease these lands to begin the
establishment of an educational fund for primary
and secondary education; but there were few renters
and nothing was accomplished.

An agricultural society was established in East
Florida as early as 1824 and took an active and in-
telligent interest in the affairs of the territory for a
few years. Another similar society is mentioned at
Tallahassee in the following year. In 1831 the Flor-
ida educational society was organized at Tallahassee
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and a branch established at St. Augustine. An effort
was also made at the same time for a free school at
St. Augustine. There were also private schools at
these places and in several other interior towns.

These various movements for the education of the
people created at the time considerable interest and
enthusiasm; but conditions in the territory were too
unsettled and the population was too sparse for any
concerted and successful educational movement; and
the real history of education in Florida does not
begin until many years after Governor Duval’s ad-
ministration.

The financial affairs of the territory during this
period were in most unsatisfacory shape. The citi-
zens were not compelled to support the territorial
government, but expenses had to be derived from
Federal sources, and the small receipts from customs
at Pensacola and Key West were entirely inade-
quate for that purpose. As early as 1824 the Coun-
cil passed bills incorporating the banks of Pensacola
and St. Aungustine. They proposed to establish what
would be perpetual corporations, with no state
supervision or control, and with no restrictions as to
the amount the directors might lend themselves, and
no guarantee of specie payments. These bills the
governor vetoed, much to the disgust of a strong
minority of his Council. Four years later, over the
governor’s veto, the Council authorized the incorpo-
ration of the Bank of Florida, at Tallahassee, with
a capital of $500,000 and a charter to run fourteen
years. The following year, nothing having been ac-
complished meanwhile, the charter was amended so
as to increase the capital to $600,000 and extended
to 1850, but this bank was the subject of much com-
plaint, and the charter was revoked in 1844. Nu-
merous other banks were incorporated about this
time—the Bank of West Florida in 1829, that of St.
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Augustine in 1831, that of Pensacola in 1832, that of
Jacksonville in 1835, and others.

The young territory also fell into the same finan-
cial pit into which fell Alabama and Mississippi. In
1833 the Council incorporated the famous Union
Bank of Tallahassee, whose capital stock of $1,000,-
000 was to be sold to the holders of productive real
property or slaves in the territory on mortgages on
their property. On the security of these mortgages
the territory issued $1,000,000 in bonds to provide
cash capital for the enterprise. These bonds, pledg-
ing the credit of the territory, were known as ‘‘faith
bonds’’ and played an interesting part in the subse-
quent political history of Florida. One-half of the
bank’s proceeds, after setting aside a sum equal to
the capital stock, was to go to the stockholders, the
other half to the territory. Of this latter portion,
one-half should be devoted to educational purposes—
a device not then new and not now unknown. This
bank suspended specie payments in the panic of
1837, when the territory issued $2,000,000 of addi-
tional bonds to tide it over. Three years later it de-
faulted on its bond interest and proceeded slowly
to wind up its affairs. This was not the only venture
of the kind to which the territory lent its name. It
endorsed bonds for $500,000 for the bank of Pensa-
cola in 1835, and guaranteed the notes of the South-
ern Life Insurance and Trust Company about the
same time. Some of these notes and bonds were
provided for by the territory; but those outstanding
were not recognized after the territory became a
state.

Governor John H. Eaton (1834-1837).

Duval’s administration closed before Congress
ratified the treaty of Payne’s Landing with the In-
dians. His successor in office was John H. Eaton, a
North Carolinian, and a strong supporter of Andrew
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Jackson, who made him successively secretary of
war, governor of Florida and minister to Spain. In
his brief tenure of office the treaty of Payne’s Land-
ing and the additional treaty of Fort Gibson were
signed (April 9, 1834), though the governor himself
had grave doubts as to the legality of the ratification
and wrote to the secretary of war, saying: ‘‘Avoid
the exercise of force as long as possible and let it
be the only last sad alternative; and then, let not by
any means the militia be appealed to—they will
breed mischief.’” But his discreet and pacific ad-
vice was not followed. Congress proposed to effect
the fulfillment of the treaty by force if necessary;
and General Thompson was sent as Indian agent,
and General Clinch was put in command of the mili-
tary, to see that the treaty was carried out.

Governor Call (1835-39, 1841-44); Florida a State.

At this juncture Governor Eaton was succeeded
by Richard Keith Call, a native of Virginia, who had
served with great distinction in all of Jackson’s In-
dian campaigns, had commanded the territorial mi-
litia, and was one of the most able and distinguished
men in the early history of the territory and the
state. Governor Call fell heir to the Indian difficul-
ties, and his two administrations were largely taken
up with the Indian war which followed.

The effort of Congress to enforce the treaty and
remove the Indians brought the trouble to an issue.
The chiefs had repudiated their agreement to emi-
grate, with the exception of Charley Emathla, who
was soon murdered for his attitude. Further negoti-
ations and more friction followed their refusal. The
young chief Osceola, or Powell, came to the front and
dominated the councils of his people. Murder,
rapine and arson closed the door to any possible pa-
cific settlement, anc the inevitable Indian war began.
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On Dec. 28, 1835, four days before the day set for
the final removal of the Indians, while the whites
were eagerly waiting for the first chance to rush into
and occupy their country, General Thompson, the
agent, and Lieut. Constantine Smith were killed
from ambush at Fort King, and the sutler and his
companions were murdered and the store burned.
The same day two companies of troops under Major
F. L. Dade were waylaid by the Indians on the road
to Fort King in what is now Sumter county, not far
from Sumterville, and out of a total of 110 officers
and men only three escaped.

During the following year the war was continued
under Generals Clinch, Scott, Call and Jesup. The
militia was called out, and Governor Call himself
took the field and served with great distinection
throughout the year, especially at the battle of
‘Wahoo Swamp in November.

Early in the next year (March 6, 1837) the Indians
capitulated to General Jesup, agreeing to withdraw
immediately south of the Hillsborough River, and to
emigrate in full force, as soon as arrangements could
be made, to the territories west of the Mississippi
River. Hostages were given by them, and the whites
believed that the war was over. Troops were dis-
charged, and old settlers returned to ruined homes
and new settlers sought locations. Large numbers
of Indians gathered at a eamp near Fort Brooke
(near Tampa) for embarkation and drew rations
and clothing from the government. Everything
seemed propitious for their removal, when suddenly,
under the influence of Osceola, every Indian left
camp and disappeared.

Hostilities were immediately resumed. Osceola
was captured by treachery in October, 1837, and was
sent with seventy-two others to Fort Moultrie, S. C.,
where he died. General Jesup began his winter

Vol. 3=3.



34 THE HISTORY OF FLORIDA.

campaign in October (the normal season of cam-
paign was reversed in this war, by reason of the
Florida climate), and the battle of Okechobee was
fought on Christmas Day of that year (1837), Col.
Zachary Taylor commanding. In this action, the
last important pitched battle and the most sangui-
nary of the war, the whites lost twenty-seven officers
and men killed and 111 wounded. At the close of
the campaign General Jesup reported 2,400 Indians
captured, surrendered and killed, including 700 war-
riors. In May, 1837, 1,229 were sent to Arkansas
and 330 the following month. The war continued
during the next two years; but in May, 1839, Gen.
Alexander Macomb was sent to Florida ‘‘to make
an arrangement with the Seminoles.”” He had a talk
with the chiefs, and assigned them to a temporary
location in the far southern part of the peninsula
in which they agreed to remain ‘‘until further ar-
rangements are made.’’ Clothing and supplies, in-
cluding a liberal amount of liquor, were issued to
the Indians, and Macomb announced on May 18 that
‘‘he had that day terminated the war with the Sem-
inole Indians.”’

This pompous peace lasted two months, when hos-
tilities were renewed. Loud demands for more
drastic measures followed. Governor Call had been
removed from office and Gov. Robert Raymond Reid,
who was appointed in his stead and held office from
1839 to 1841, said in his message to the Territorial
Council in December, 1839 : ¢ We must fight fire with
fire; the white man must, in a great measure, adopt
the mode of warfare pursued by the Indian. * * *
It is high time that sickly sentimentality should
cease. ‘Lo, the poor red man’ is the exclamation of
the fanatic pseudo-philanthropist; ‘Lo, the poor
white man’ is the ejaculation which all will utter who
have witnessed the inhuman butchery of women and
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children and the massacres which have drenched the
territory in blood.”’ The Council, therefore, sent to
Cuba for bloodhounds with which to track the In-
dians to their hiding-places in swamps and ham-
mocks. This expedient was a failure, though it cre-
ated a great stir among humanitarians away from
the seat of conflict.

Throughout the year 1840 and the early months
of 1841 the Indians roamed widely, and massacres
occurred in various sections of the territory. In the
spring of 1841 (May 31), Col. W. J. Worth was put
in command of the troops in the field. He adopted
the Napoleonic policy of ignoring the seasons, and
pursued the Indians remorselessly summer and win-
ter; and by seizing and holding all that he came in
contact with he soon brought them to dire straits.
One by one the chiefs gave up the fight, until the
total number left in the territory was a mere hand-
ful. These were estimated by Colonel Worth at 301;
and, in the spring of 1842, he proposed to leave them
at liberty in the extreme southern portion of the ter-
ritory so long as they gave no cause for further
action. This suggestion, which had been put for-
ward by General Jesup, but then repudiated, was
finally accepted by the government, and on Aug. 14,
1842, Worth was able to announce, this time more
modestly and truthfully than a former similar an-
nouncement, ‘‘that hostilities with the Indians with-
in this territory have ceased.”” At the same time
he assigned those who remained a location south of
the Pease River.

Thus ended the longest and most stubbornly cor-
tested of all of the Indian wars. It had lasted seven
years, and had kept in the field an average of nearly
5,000 troops per year, running as high as 8,800 in
1837. It had enlisted over 20,000 volunteers, drawn
from Florida and other Southern states, and even as
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far north as Pennsylvania and New York. It had
cost the lives of 1,500 regulars, to say nothing of
many volunteers and settlers massacred throughout
the territory, and had entailed the expenditure of
$20,000,000.

Governor Call, who had been removed from office
in 1839 by Van Buren, had been reappointed by
President Harrison, and his administration, in ad-
dition to its war history, is conspicuous for the prog-
ress of the territory towards statehood.

In 1837, upon the recommendation of Governor
Call, the Council decided to call for a vote of the
people on the question of a constitution looking to
the admission of Florida as a state. The voters fa-
vored the movement, and the first constitutional con-
vention in Florida was held at St. Joseph in Decem-
ber, 1838. There were fifty-five members of the con-
vention, and Judge Robert Raymond Reid was
elected its president. This convention drafted a
constitution, saying in the preamble that ‘‘the people
of Florida formed themselves into a free and inde-
pendent state by the name of the State of Florida,’’
and claiming admission into the Union on that foot-
ing.* The acts of the convention were then referred
to the people, and the constitution was adopted by a
small majority.

But the matter was by no means settled, even in so
far as the territory itself was concerned. The freeze
of 1835, followed by many and widespread storms
in 1841 and 1842, combined with the financial trouble
of 1837 and the confusion and terror of the Indian
War, made many citizens oppose the movement on
the ground that the state was not able to conduct its
affairs without Federal patronage and support.

*Among the provisions of this constitution, in addition to the usual distribution
of authority among the various branches of the government, it was specified that no
bank officer should be elected governor or sit in the legislature, and that no minister
of the Gospel should be either governor or & member of the legislative body.
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Consequently the Council of 1843 reversed the action
of the Council of 1838 in so far as to urge the dele-
gate in Congress to work against the admission of
the territory. The question of division into East
and West Florida again came to the front, as has
already been shown, and found support in the large
and populous middle section. Despite opposition
from the various elements at home, the territory was
admitted to the Union as one state on Feb. 13, 1845;
not because it was prepared for statehood (the popu-
lation in 1840 was 54,477, including slaves), but be-
cause Iowa wanted admission as a free state, and the
balance of power demanded the simultaneous admis-
sion of one and no more than one slave state at the
same time. JIowa was unwilling to stay out, and
Florida had to come in; and as Iowa had to come
in as one state, Florida had to come in as one state
also.

Upon the admission of the state, the St. Joseph
constitution came into effect and continued in opera-
tion until the War of Secession.

Governor John Branch (1844-1845).

John Branch, a native of North Carolina, and a
former governor of that state, was the last governor
of the territory, and held office from 1844 to 1845.

Governor William D. Mosely (1845-1849).

On May 16, 1845, William D. Mosely, another
North Carolinian, was elected the first governor of
the state, after a vigorous campaign against former
Governor Call. Mosely held office for four years,
and the affairs of the new state proceeded quietly
during his administration. He was a strong and out-
spoken champion of the Southern interpretation of
the constitution, and was in the habit of speaking of
the Union as a ‘‘confederacy’’ of supreme and sep-
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arate states. During his administration the eapitol
was completed, and the sale of public lands pro-
gressed rapidly. Governor Mosely was also a strong
friend of education, and urged upon the legislature
the establishment of a system of common schools
‘‘that would bring an institution to every man’s
door’’; but the result of his active interest along this
line became more apparent in the administration of
his successor.

Governor Thomas Brown (1849-1853).

Governor Mosely was succeeded by Thomas
Brown, a native of Virginia, who was elected gov-
ernor by the Whigs in 1849 and held office until 1853.
Governor Brown was an active and energetic man,
to whom the progress, ‘‘if it may be called prog-
ress,”’ of the state seemed very slow. He was a
staunch and active friend of public education and an
advocate of such fair and just dealing with capital
and its rights as would have earned for him to-day
the mob-judgment of a ‘‘corporation governor.’’

On the admission of Florida as a state, Congress
had added two additional districts of land to those
set apart under Governor Duval for seminaries of
learning, and had specified the location of the sem-
inaries east and west of the Suwannee River re-
spectively. The state legislature, in accordance with
these acts, passed a bill in 1851 establishing the sem-
inaries, and specified that they should give instruc-
tion to both sexes ‘‘in the art of teaching all the
various branches that pertain to a good common
school education, and * * * in the mechanie arts, in
husbandry and agricultural chemistry, etc.”’

These two seminaries were known as the seminary
east and the seminary west of the Suwannee River;
or, popularly, as the East and West Florida Semi-
naries. The East Florida Seminary was located at
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Ocala in 1852, and opened for the students the fol-
lowing year. In 1866 it was removed to Gainesville.
The West Florida Seminary was located at Talla-
hassee in 1856. These two were the only higher in-
stitutions of learning established in Florida prior
to the war; and they could be called ‘‘higher’’ at
that time only in comparison with the very feeble-
ness and fruitlessness of the general educational
movement in the state.

In 1839 the legislature had provided for township
school trustees; and in 1844 the townships were in-
corporated for school purposes, and the control of
the sixteenth sections came into the hands of the
local trustees. In 1849 a common school fund was
created which was to include, besides the regular
proceeds of school lands, 5 per cent. of the net pro-
ceeds of the sales of other public lands granted by
Congress ‘“‘and the proceeds of escheated estates and
property found on the coast’’; and the same act es-
tablished the first crude system of common schools
for the state. Local taxation for the support of
schools was authorized the following year, but met
with a cold reception. The people did not care to
tax themselves for education, and what little was
paid was regarded as a charity for the education of
the poorer classes.

In 1840 there were fifty-one common schools and
eighteen seminaries and academies in the territory,
with an enrollment of 1,657 pupils out of a white
population of about 30,000. By 1850 the number of
schools had increased to seventy-nine (sixty-nine
common schools), and the number of pupils to 3,129
—this out of a total white population of 47,000. In
1860 there were 6,500 pupils in the schools of the
state, of whom only 2,000 were enrolled in the ninety-
seven public schools, while 4,500 were enrolled in
the 138 private academies. At this time the white
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population of the state numbered 77,000 people.
Thus the beginning of public education was involved
in great difficulties, and its progress was extremely
slow.

From 1855 to 1857 more Indian difficulties oc-
curred. Indeed, but for the weakness of the Indians
and the great increase in white population and
strength, there would have been a repetition of the
Seven Years’ War. As it was, great excitement was
created, especially in the southern and middle sec-
tions of the state. Regulars and volunteers were
called into the field, $30,000 was appropriated for
the campaign, and rewards running as high as $500
each were offered for the capture of the Indians.
Several skirmishes took place in 1856-57, in which
the Florida volunteers played a brave and conspic-
uous part and several gallant and promising young
officers were killed. In 1857 a delegation of Semi-
noles was brought from the west to persuade their
former associates and fellow tribesmen to cease hos-
tilities and abandon the country. Their mission was
partially successful, and Billy Bowlegs, a survivor
of the Seven Years’ War and the moving spirit in
later disturbances, with about 160 others was re-
moved to the west. After their removal, in 1857,
hostilities again ceased, and have never been re-
newed, though a remnant of the Seminoles, esti-
mated in 1880 at 205, and at the present time at
about 350, still remains in the Everglades.

The discussion of slavery and of the nature of the
Union was carried on in Florida with warmth and
vigor as in the other Southern states at this time.
The St. Joseph constitution, still in force, contained
two clauses which indicated the attitude of the lead-
ers in Florida from territorial days towards the
negro. They were as follows: ‘‘The General As-
sembly shall have power to pass laws to prevent
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negroes, mulattoes and other persons of color from
emigrating to this state, and from being aboard any
vessel in any of the ports of Florida’’; and, ‘‘The
(teneral Assembly shall have no power to pass any
law for the emancipation of slaves.”” By the latter
of these provisions it will be seen that slavery was
imbedded in the very constitution of Florida, and
nothing short of a constitutional amendment, always
difficult to pass, could destroy its hold. And the
sentiment expressed by Governor Perry, in his mes-
sage of 1859, that slavery was ‘‘that institution
which lies at the basis of Southern prosperity, pow-
er, civilization and happiness,’’ generally prevailed
among the leaders of the day. Consequently Florida
could not fail to view with alarm both the growth of
abolition sentiment and the increasing influence of
non-slavery or anti-slavery forces in Congress by
the admission of additional free states into the.
Union. As has been previously shown, Florida had
served as a balance at the time of the admission of
Towa, and there had been a strong sentiment in favor
of dividing Florida so that it might later be ad-
mitted as two slave states; but Florida’s effective-
ness as a balance was consumed at the time of her
joint admission with free Iowa, so that there was no
other device left to the state but one of clamor and
legislative opposition to the admission of other free
states. The legislature of 1849, protesting against
proposed anti-slavery legislation in the District of
Columbia, and in regard to the status of California,
New Mexico and Arizona, declared that Florida
would not ‘‘recognize as binding any enactment of
the Federal government which had for its object the
prohibition of slavery south of the line of the Mis-
souri Compromise,’’ and asserted Florida’s readi-
ness to take any necessary steps to defend her
rights. In his message to the legislature in 1850
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Governor Brown took a very serious view of the sit-
nation, and requested authority to summon the
Southern states into convention should the fugitive
slave law be repealed by Congress. But there was
strong opposition to any hasty or hysterical action
both among the people at home and in the legisla-
ture, and the more radical leaders were not able to
precipitate the crisis at this time.

Governor Joseph E. Broome (1853-1857).

In 1852 Joseph E. Broome, a native of South Car-
olina, was elected governor on the Democratic ticket
with a majority of only 300 over the opposing Whig
candidate. He held office from 1853 to 1857, and the
period of his administration is characterized chiefly
by the work of internal improvement in the state.

On the admission of Florida into the Union, the
state had received 500,000 acres of public lands for
the purpose of internal improvement, under the act
of Congress of 1841. Nine years after (1850), Con-
gress assigned to the state for a like purpose its
‘“‘swamp and overflowed lands,”” which later
amounted to nearly 20,000,000 acres. The first im-
portant act looking to a wide and progressive em-
ployment of these resources was passed in 1855.
This act, known as the ‘‘Internal Improvement
Act,”’ vested these public lands in a board of trus-
tees, and specified that a railroad from Jacksonville
to Pensacola, with suitable branches, and another -
from Amelia Island (Fernandina) to Tampa, with a
branch to Cedar Keys, together with a canal to con-
nect the St. Johns and Indian rivers, should be con-
sidered as ‘‘proper objects of improvement.’”’ These
railroads were therefore immediately projected, and
the trustees of the internal improvement fund un-
dertook to guarantee interest on their bonds amount-
ing to $3,500,000. The following year Congress set
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aside for these railroads ‘‘every alternate section of
land for six sections in width.”’

These liberal provisions of the internal improve-
ment board and Congress led to great activity in
railroad work, and numerous roads, in addition to
the ones specified above, were incorporated.

Though progress in this direction was checked by
the war and the disturbances immediately preced-
ing it, the road from Fernandina to Cedar Keys,
from Jacksonville to Tallahassee, from Pensacola to
the Alabama line, and two other short roads were
completed, a total of 416 miles, by the beginning of
the war—an unusually creditable record, at least in
so far as mileage is concerned, considering the pop-
ulation and wealth of the state.

The finances of the state were in bad shape. Dur-
ing the first decade of state history a deficit of
$90,000 had accumulated, the revenue having aver-
aged only about $50,000 per year. In 1856 a bond
issue of $500,000, the only state issue before the
war, was authorized in an effort to place the finances
upon a satisfactory footing. Despite this fact, the
deficit of the state, exclusive of the outstanding
bonds, was $97,000 at the beginning of the war.
There was, however, no repetition of such legislation
as gave birth to the Union Bank and other wildecat
enterprises of an earlier day. Indeed, the Constitu-
tion of 1839 had laid considerable restrictions upon
the privilege of incorporation. No papers of incor-
poration could be issued without the consent of two-
thirds of both houses of the legislature and three
months prior publication of intention to incorporate.
In the case of banks, the constitution required that
there should be twenty incorporators, the majority
residents of the state, and that the life of the charter
should be twenty years; and it prohibited any
further pledge of the credit of the state, such as had
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issued in the ¢‘faith bonds’’ of the Union Bank. As
a consequence of these restrictions there was no
Florida bank in operation in the state for the first
ten years of state life, and there were only three
Florida banks—the Bank of the State of Florida, at
Tallahassee, the Bank of Fernandina and a bank in
Jacksonville—in the state in 1860, though the banks
of other states had branches in Florida and their
notes had free circulation in the state.

Governor Broome’s administration was not free
from the agitation and excitement precedent to the
‘War of Secession; but the governor himself seemed
to entertain the interesting notion that the balance
of power in the Union might be maintained by a
process of annexation of territory further south,
“‘when Cuba and other West Indian Islands, with
the states of Mexico and Central and South America,
may be added to this confederacy, and these vast
and as yet undeveloped countries be socially, com-
mercially and politically identified with the institu-
tions of the South.”’

Governor Madison S. Perry (1857-1861).

In the following administration, however, war
filled the thought of the state. Madison S. Perry, a
native of South Carolina, was elected governor by
the Democrats in 1856, though his majority over his
opponent was less than 400 out of 10,400 votes. He
held office from 1857 to 1861 and was largely instru-
mental in hastening the secession of the state. In
1859 he said, in his message, ‘‘there are good
grounds for the hope that most of the Southern
states will not consent to see the general government
pass into hands avowedly hostile to the South’’; and
in his message to the legislature of 1860 he said,
‘“the crisis, long expected by men of observation and
reflection, has at last come. The proper action
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is secession from our faithless, perjured confed-
erates.”’

It is not to be supposed that these sentiments were
the unanimous sentiments of the people of Florida
at that time. As in many other states of the South,
there was a very large element of the population, in-
cluding many men of great ability and prominence,
who either opposed the secession movement outright
or held that the time had not yet come for any such
action. In Florida the radical candidate for gov-
ernor, Perry, had been elected in 1856 by an ex-
tremely small majority, and in 1860 the Democratic
majority was only 1,700 out of 12,000 votes. But the
radical element among the people was noisy, active
and determined, and active opposition to the at-
tempted dissolution of the Union was gradually re-
duced to an ineffective protest, and finally silenced
in the noise of the war.

The legislature of 1860 assembled on November 26
and on the 28th called for a convention of the people
to consider the situation. Delegates were elected
the following month, and the convention met at the
capital on Jan. 3, 1861. Even now an effort was
made to delay rash and radical action. When the
resolution was introduced into the convention de-
claring that it was necessary to secede, an effort was
made to modify the resolution by adding the words
““at a proper time without harmful delay.”” Out of
sixty-nine votes cast, twenty-four were for this re-
strictive clause; and so on Jan. 10, 1861, with a
minority of seven still protesting, the convention
adopted the following ordinance:

“We, the people of the state of Florida in convention assembled, do
golemnly ordain, publish, and declare, That the state of Florida hereby
withdraws herself from the Confederacy of States existing under the
name of the United States of America, and from the existing govern-

ment of the said states; and that all political connection between her
and the government of said states ought to be and the same is hereby



46 THE HISTORY OF FLORIDA.

annulled, and said union of states dissolved; and the state of Florida is
hereby declared a sovereign and independent nation; and that all or-
dinances heretofore adopted, in so far as they create or recognize said
union, are rescinded; and all laws or parts of laws in force in this state
in so far as they recognize or assent to said union, be and the same are
hereby repealed.”

And Florida withdrew from the Union; and in
April ratified the constitution of the Confederate
States of America.
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Secession.

Although the state of Florida was sparsely set-
tled, the population according to the United States
census in 1860 being but 140,424, and the highest
vote ever cast being only 12,898, yet in proportion
to her population she furnished as large a quota to
the Confederate army as her sister states. Florida
participated in the general political struggle which
prevailed throughout the South during the year 1860.
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The legislature met in regular session Nov. 26, 1860,
a bill was immediately introduced to provide for
calling a convention to be held Jan. 3, 1861, which
passed both houses unanimously, and an election was
ordered for delegates to the convention, which as-
sembled at Tallahassee, the state capital, on the day
named. A test resolution in favor of secession was
passed by the convention on January 7. A reso-
lution offered on the 9th that the ordinance be
submitted to the people for ratification was lost.
On January 10 an ordinance of secession was
adopted.

The president of the convention was then in-
structed to inform the proper authorities of other
Southern states of the action which Florida had
taken, and the following resolution was adopted by
the convention:

“Whereas the state of Florida has severed her connection with the
late Federal Union, notice of that fact should be communicated to
President Buchanan. Resolved that Hons. S. R. Mallery, D. L. Yulee

and Geo. S. Hawking be and are hereby appointed commissioners for the
purpose.”

It was also resolved,

“That this convention authorize and empower the governor of this
state to employ the militia of this state, and such forces as may be ten-
dered to the state from the states of Alabama and Georgia to defend and
protect the state; and especially the forts and public defences of the state
now in possession of the state; and that the governor be authorized to
make all necessary arrangements for the support and maintenance of
such troops and carrying on the public defences; that it is the sense of
this convention that the governor should not direct any assault to be
made on any fort or military post now occupied by Federal troops, unless
the persons in occupation of such forts and posts shall commit overt acts
of hostility against this state, its citizens or troops in its service, unless
directed by the vote of this convention.”

The War in Florida.

On January 12, two days after the passage of the
ordinance of secession, the Pensacola navy yard and
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Fort Barrancas were abandoned by the Federal
troops who retired to Fort Pickens after spiking
the guns in both places. The movement indicated
that the Federal garrisons anticipated a demand
for the surrender of the forts within the limits of
the state, and were preparing to act on the defensive
by concentrating in this strong fortress, which was
located on the extreme western part of Santa Rosa
Island and commanded the entrance to Pensacola
Bay and harbor, where they could sustain a siege
and with the aid of the navy could soon control the
city of Pensacola and the adjacent towns. The pos-
session of this fort was of vital importance to the
seceding states on the Gulf of Mexico, no other place
being safe while the Federal troops held Fort Pick-
ens which was an almost impregnable stronghold
and could only be taken by an effective force and a
bold and skilful movement. The importance of
Pensacola to Alabama from a military point of .
view induced the governor to send thither a regi-
ment of 225 troops under the. command of Colonel
Lomax; and the governor of Mississippi ordered
troops to go to Mobile and there await orders to go -
to Pensacola. Troops were also sent from Georgia.
The object of this concentration of forces was to
prevent the establishment of a great Federal depot
at this point, from which none of the gulf ports
would have been free from danger, especially Mobile
and New Orleans. Though these demonstrations
were apparently hostile, yet it was the unanimous
feeling that no blood should be shed in the existing
state of affairs and that a Southern Confederacy
must first be organized. Senator S. R. Mallery tele-
graphed to the commanding officer ‘‘that a collision
should be avoided; that Fort Pickens was not worth
a drop of blood’’; hence within about ten days the
troops were digbanded by the order of Governor
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Perry, it having been decided not to attack Fort
Pickens at that time.

The convention of Florida, still in session, sent
three delegates to the Southern convention to be
held at Montgomery, Ala., in February for the pur-
pose of forming a provisional government. The
delegates were instructed ‘‘to oppose any attempt
on the part of said convention to legislate or trans-
act any business whatever, other than the adoption
of a provisional government to be substantially on
the basis of the constitution of the late United States,
and a permanent constitution for the Southern Con-
federacy upon the same basis; and that in the event
of the said convention undertaking on any pretext
whatever to.exercise any powers than that above
enumerated our delegates are instructed to protest
against the same and to declare in behalf of the state
of Florida that such acts will not be binding.”” On
Feb. 4, 1861, the delegates from the seceding states
prepared a provisional constitution for the new
Confederacy which was adopted on February 8. All
the principal measures of that body met with the
approval and support of the Florida delegates; and
on February 9 Mr. Jefferson Davis, of Mississippi,
was elected president and Mr. Alexander H. Stevens,
of Georgia, vice-president.

War having been begun soon after the inaugura-
tion of President Lincoln, the governor of Florida
began active preparations for the inevitable conflict.
Orders were issued to the volunteer companies to
organize into battalions and regiments, and for all
citizens subject to military duty to prepare at once
for war and be in readiness for the defense of the
state and the protection of the extensive line of
Florida’s seacoast. The response to the call was
prompt, resulting in a few months in the formation
of regimental organizafions composed of the finest

Vol 3—4. '
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material in the state. Four artillery companies
were also formed, known as Abel’s, Gamble’s, Dun-
ham’s and Martin’s, which did good service not only
in the state but in the army of Tennessee. Senator
Yulee wrote from Washington that ‘‘the immediate-
ly important thing to be done is the occupation of
the forts and arsenals in Florida,”’ occupied by
United States troops in the following places, viz.,
the Apalachicola arsenal at Chattahoochee, where
there were stored a number of small arms, 5,000
pounds of powder and about 175,000 cartridges;
Fort Barrancas, with forty-four cannon and ammu-
nition; Bananecas barracks, where there was a field
battery; Fort Pickens equipped with 201 cannon
with ammunition; Fort McRee, with 125 seacoast
and garrison cannon; Fort Taylor at Key West,
with sixty cannon; Key West barracks, with four
cannon; Fort Marion, with six field batteries and
some small arms, and Fort Jefferson on the Tortu-
gas. As the naval station and forts at Pensacola
were first in consequence, ten companies were or-
dered to the military rendezvous at Chattahoochee
arsenal and were there organized into a regiment
known as the ‘‘First Florida Infantry Regiment,’’
which was ordered to report at Pensacola to General
Bragg, who on March 8, 1861, had been appointed
brigadier-general in the provisional army and as-
signed to duty in Florida with headquarters at
Pensacola.

Lieut. A. J. Slemmer was in command of Fort
Pickens, having a force of eighty men. He was
summoned to surrender the fort to the governors of
Alabama and Florida on January 12, and also on the
15th. A few days later the demand was renewed
by Col. W. H. Chase who had constructed the fort
when an officer of the United States army ; but Slem-
mer refused to comply with these demands. Mean-
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time the Washington government sent reinforce-
ments to forts Taylor and Jefferson and the Con-
federates under Colonel Chase began to erect a
battery.

The sloop of war Brooklyn with a company of
artillerymen was sent to reinforce Fort Pickens with
orders from General Scott to land the company and
hold the fort until further orders.

On April 1 Col. Harvey Brown was given com-
mand of Florida by the United States government
and ordered to make Fort Jefferson the base of
operations. His fleet consisted of the ship Atlantic,
the Illinois (carrying stores) and the Sabine, the St.
Louis and the Crusaders, also the Powhattan, com-
manded by Lieut. David D. Porter. The obvious
purpose of the United States government was to
retain the fortifications at Key West, Dry Tortugas
and Santa Rosa Island, to which end 3,000 troops
were to be concentrated on the Island of Santa Rosa.
Meanwhile the Confederate government called out
the following troops for the defense of Pensacola
harbor, viz., from Georgia 1,000, from Alabama
1,000, from Louisiana 1,000, from Mississippi 1,500,
from Florida 500; total, 5,000. As far as practicable
Florida made preparations to defend itself against
invasion, but it was impossible to fortify the entire
coast. Key West and Tortugas were held by the
Federals and these posts were the keys to the gulf.
At St. Augustine, Fort Clinch at the mouth of the
St. Johns River, Fernandina, Cedar Keys, St.
Marks, Apalachicola and at Tallahassee were a few
guns only. In May Florida had an estimated force
of 700 men at Pensacola and nearly 2,000 more were
organized and equipped ready to march where
ordered.

On May 10 the United States schooner William
Atwater with thirty-one men was captured off Cedar
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Keys by the Confederate steamer Spray. She was
taken to Apalachicola and converted into a blockade
runner, but in January, 1862, the Atwater was re-
captured by the Federal steamer Itasca. In July
Tampa Bay was blockaded, and in August St. Marks
was also blockaded by the steamer Mohawk, and the
channel obstructed by the sinking of a captured
sloop. The Federal steamer Massachusetts cap-
tured four schooners and sent them as prizes to Key
West, but they were recaptured by the Florida
troops when off Cedar Keys; subsequently all the
important ports were blockaded by the United
States navy. The military command of middle and
east Florida was assigned first to Brigadier-General
Grayson, and afterward to Gen. James H. Trapier,
and in November it was included in a new depart-
ment of South Carolina, Georgia and Florida, under
command of Gen. Robert E. Lee. Tarly in October
Maj. W. L. L. Bowen captured two sloops with thir-
teen men at Tampa Bay.

In Pensacola harbor on Sept. 14, 1861, the Con-
federate schooner Judah, carrying five guns, while
lying at the navy yard, was captured and burned
by the United States forces; they lost three killed
and thirteen wounded. This was the first encounter
in the state in which lives were lost. General Bragg
sent an expedition of 1,000 troops under command of
Brig.-Gen. R. H. Anderson, against the outposts on
Santa Rosa Island. Wilson’s zouaves were in
charge of the outposts; they were driven in and the
camp, containing large stores of provisions, clothing,
equipage, arms and ammunition, was burned. The
Confederate loss was: killed eighteen, wounded
thirty-seven, taken prisoners thirty. It was esti-
mated that the Federal troops lost 150 killed and
wounded and twenty prisoners.

On November 24 there was an artillery battle
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between Fort Pickens and the two battleships
Niagara and Richmond on the Union side, and Fort
McRee and other Confederate batteries. It lasted
two days, but the loss of life was small and the
results indecisive. No important engagement oc-
curred this year. In February, 1862, as more troops
were needed in Tennessee and Kentucky, the Con-
federate War Department decided to abandon all
Florida ports, and General Bragg ordered Gen.
Samuel Jones, who was in charge at Pensacola, to
abandon the works and move the heavy guns with
ammunition to Mobile, to which port General Bragg
had been transferred, and other supplies to Mont-
gomery, Ala. His orders were as follows: ‘I desire
you particularly to leave nothing the enemy can use;
burn.all from Fort McRee to the junction with the
Mobile road. Save the guns and if necessary des-
troy our gunboats and other boats. They might be
used against us. Destroy all machinery, ete., public
and private, which could be useful to the enemy;
especially disable the saw mills in and around the
bay, and burn the lumber. Break up the railroad
from Pensacola to the junction, carrying the iron up
to a safe point.”” General Bragg was succeeded
by General Jones, who detailed Col. T. M. Jones to
execute General Bragg’s orders. On May 7, hearing
of Federal demonstrations at Mobile harbor, he pro-
ceeded to evacuate at once. All sick and baggage
were sent out on the 8th and on the night of the
9th the infantry marched out, leaving several com-
panies of cavalry to accomplish the work of des-
truction. Public buildings, camp tents, and what-
ever was combustible, from the navy yard to Fort
McRee, were quickly in flames; and, notwithstand-
ing that the Federal fleet opened a heavy fire, the
work of destruction was thoroughly completed. At
Pensacola, an oil factory, the quartermaster’s store-
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houses, three small steamers and some small boats
were burned. On May 12 the Federal forces took
possession of the ruins, and also occupied Pensacola.
Fernandina was evacuated in March, 1862; St.
Augustine surrendered to Commander Rodgers of
the flagship Wabash on March 11, and Jacksonville
on March 12. The destruction of two unfinished
gunboats lying at the wharf at Pensacola, by Lieu-
tenant-Colonel Beard, who acted under the orders of
Maj.-Gen. Sam Jones, elicited the censure of G. W.
Randolph, the secretary of war, who pronounced it
an unnecessary act and a serious loss to the Con-
federacy.

Previous to the occupation of Jacksonville, a bat-
talion of Confederate troops, numbering 400, and
under the command of Col. C. F. Hopkins, had ecome
in and, acting under orders, burned the extensive
sawmills and the foundry, also the Judson House,
a fine hotel. On March 19 Gen. F. W. Sherman
arrived at Jacksonville and called a meeting of loyal
citizens, and steps were taken to secure the eodpera-
tion of other counties in restoring Florida to the
Union, but without much result. On April 8 the
Federal troops evacuated Jacksonville, and many
buildings were burned, presumably by the soldiers
or camp followers. After the evacuation of Pensa-
cola, General Hunter ordered Colonel Bell, com-
manding at St. Augustine, ‘‘to at once drive out of
your lines all persons, without reference to sex, who
have not taken and still refuse to take the oath of
allegiance.”” A similar order was made by Briga-
dier-General Saxton, directing the provost-marshal
to expel all such people who should refuse to take the
oath of allegiance. A large number 6f women and
children were put on board the steamer Buruside,
but off the bar of the St. Johns River, they were met
by Gen. A. H. Terry, who, under the direction of
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General Brannon, countermanded General Saxton’s
order, and compelled the Burnside to return to St.
Augustine with the expelled people.

On May 20 a boat from a blockading vessel in the
Apalachicola River was attacked by Capt. H. T.
Blecker, and seventeen of the twenty-one on board
were killed or wounded. On June 30 the Confederate
battery at Tampa Bay, held by Captain Pearson, was
attacked by a Federal gunboat, which after several
hours’ cannonading withdrew with but little damage
on either side. A heavy battery at St. Johns Bluff
on the St. Johns River, under the command of Col.
C. F. Hopkins, was attacked by a heavy force of
United States gunboats and troops. The position
was flanked by the latter, rendering it untenable, and
consequently it was abandoned by the Confederates.

In January, 1863, Colonel Higginson, with a regi-
ment of South Carolina troops, made an expedition
from Fernandina up the St. Marys River without
accomplishing anything of note, and on March 10
he and Colonel Montgomery, commanding a force of
colored troops, took possession of Jacksonville. Gen-
eral Saxton had become impressed with the idea that
a great deal could be done by securing the negroes
in Florida and enlisting them in the United States
service. He obtained Mr. Lincoln’s indorsement of
his plan, and was authorized to enlist 5,000 negroes
for military service and 5,000 as laborers. He pro-
posed to make Jacksonville an asylum for negroes.
General Saxton reported that negroes were collect-
ing from all quarters, but he was apprehensive of
being attacked by the Confederates, who, under Gen-
eral Finnegan, were closely surrounding the town.
Being reinforced he moved out against the Confed-
erates, but after a sharp skirmish, retired. Colonel
Montgomery went up the river to Palatka raiding
plantations and carrying off negroes, but in attempt-
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ing to land at Palatka his troops were fired upon by
Confederate troops under Capt. J. J. Dickinson, who
afterward became celebrated as ‘‘The Marion of
Florida,”’ and he immediately returned to Jackson-
ville. On March 27, 1863, after seventeen days’
occupation, General Hunter ordered the evacuation
of Jacksonville, thus breaking up the plans of Gen-
eral Saxton for recovering Florida to the Union.

The government at Washington had been led to
believe that there was a strong Union sentiment in
Florida which would declare itself if a sufficient
force was sent into the state; hence President Lin-
coln sent Major Hay to further this end, with blanks
and papers to be used in the process of restoring the
state to the Union. General Gilmore, in command

.of the department in the South, entertained similar

views, and his plan was to occupy Florida in force,
to cut off the Confederate sources of commissary
supplies of beef and salt, and to procure an outlet
for cotton, lumber, turpentine, ete; also to obtain
recruits for colored regiments and to inaugurate
movements for the restoration of Florida to the
Union. Asmost of Florida’s troops were-in Virginia
or the west, leaving only a few hundred in movable
detachments to guard the interior of the state, it was
supposed that the Federal forces would meet with
but little opposition in an advance to the capital of
Florida, Tallahassee, and that they would expel the
Confederate authorities and organize a quasi-state
government which should recognize the supremacy
of the United States.

Accordingly, on February 5 Gilmore ordered Gen.
Truman Seymour to proceed with a division of
troops from Hilton Head to Jacksonville. Admiral
Dahlgren sailed with a squadron of five gunboats
to escort the transports, and the expedition, com-
prising about 7,000 men, including cavalry, infantry
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and artillery, was landed at Jacksonville on Feb. 2,
1864. On receipt of this intelligence General Finne-
gan, then in command of the Confederate forces,
notified Lieutenant-General MeCormick who had a
force of about 350 men at Camp Finnegan, to guard
against a surprise. On the night of the 8th an
advance was made by a troop of cavalry under Col.
Guy Henry, which passed Camp Finnegan and cap-
tured a battery and several wagons and mules.
Proceeding to St. Marys, near the Georgia line they
encountered two companies of cavalry under Maj.
Robert Harrison, by whom their progress was
checked, and they returned to Sanderson, from which
place they made a raid to Gainesville, capturing
sugar, cotton, ete., on the way. While at Gainesville
they made a temporary breastwork of cotton bales
and repulsed an attack by two companies of Confed-
erate cavalry. The captured stores were burned,
and the Union troops left and rejoined General Sey-
mour, who, having encountered but little opposition
and being greatly elated by the success of these two
raids, decided to make a forward movement.

On February 13 General Finnegan had concen-
trated near Lake City a force of 4,600 infantry, 600
cavalry and three field batteries of twelve guns.
He had encamped his little army at Olustee on a
line between Ocean Pond and a cypress pond. The
Union force, as officially stated, was 5,500 men.
Upon receiving information of the advance of Gen-
eral Seymour, General Finnegan sent out a force of
cavalry and part of the Georgia troops to skirmish
with the enemy, who were then about three miles
east of Olustee. The skirmish developed into a
battle in which all the forces were speedily engaged.
The ground was stubbornly contested by the Con-
federates, notwithstanding that two Georgia regi-
ments had exhausted their supply of ammunition
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and were compelled to hold their ground for fifteen
or twenty minutes without a round of ammunition,
but with which they were finally supplied from a
train of cars half a mile distant. A New Hampshire
regiment armed with Spencer rifles found the Con-
federate fire too heavy and broke in confusion; a
colored regiment having its colonel and major killed,
also broke and retreated; but on the whole General
Seymour’s forces fought bravely, having marched
fourteen miles and fought for three hours before
retreating. Their batteries were well served, but
they left five guns and 1,600 stands of arms on the
field. The losses as officially reported were 1,861
killed, wounded and missing on the Federal side,
and 940 on the Confederate side. Under date of
February 22, General Beauregard sent the following
congratulatory message to General Finnegan: ‘‘I
congratulate you and your brave officers and their
commands on your brilliant victory over the enemy
on the 20th inst. Your country will be cheered by
this timely success, and I trust it is but the earnest
of heavier and crushing blows which shall destroy
our enemy on the soil of Florida.”’

The defeat at Olustee put an end to President Lin-
coln’s expectation of restoring Florida to the Union,
and to General Gilmore’s and General Seymour’s
plans of separating her from the rest of the Con-
federacy. On May 9, 1862, Maj.-Gen. David Hunter,
U. S. A, had ordered the emancipation of all the
slaves in Florida, Georgia and South Carolina, but
on May 19 President Lincoln issued a proclamation
stating that General Hunter nor any other com-
mander or person had been authorized by the gov-
ernment of the United States to make proclamation
declaring the slaves of any state free, and that the
supposed proclamation was altogether void.

On March 10, 1864, the Federal troops ocecupied
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Palatka, located on the St. Johns River about sixty-
five miles from Jacksonville, but it was evacuated
by them on April 12. While there, frequent skir-
mishes occurred with Capt. J. J. Dickinson’s Second
Florida cavalry. Torpedoes had been placed in the
river between Jacksonville and Palatka by the Con-
federates, and on April 1 the United States trans-
port Maple Leaf was blown up and sunk off Mau-
darin Point, and what was left above water was
burned. Captain Dickinson, having occupied
Palatka after its abondonment by the Federals,
made arrangements to engage any gunboats or
transports coming up the river. On May 22, 1864,
two gunboats and four transports were seen coming
up near Palatka. One of these—the gunboat Ottawa,
the largest boat on the river, carrying twelve guns—
was accompanied by a transport which had landed
troops on the other side of the river; they continued
on their way and anchored about three miles above
Palatka at Brown’s Landing. The Confederates
opened fire on them with two guns which they had
hurriedly hauled from Palatka, and the transport
was so badly crippled that she hoisted anchor and
left without firing a gun. The Ottawa, however,
responded with so heavy a broadside that Captain
Dickinson ordered his two guns withdrawn, but she
was badly injured and could not move for thirty
hours. Several of her crew were killed and wounded.
The Confederates lost not a man.

The gunboat Columbine having passed up the
river the previous night, Captain Dickinson deter-
mined to await her return, and proceeded to a land-
ing known as Horse Landing, six miles distant from
engagement of the previous evening. The Columbine
appeared about three o’clock and approached within
sixty yards of the landing before a gun was fired.
Two rounds were then fired which disabled the
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vessel, and she floated down and river and struck
a sand bar. A hot fight ensued. The boat carried
two fine thirty-two rifle guns and 148 men with small
arms. The fight lasted forty-five minutes when she
surrendered. Only sixty-six of the 148 men were
found alive, and one-third of these were badly
wounded, several of whom died that night. The
Confederates did not lose a man. Captain Dickinson
ordered the boat burned as it was impossible to save
her from the enemy, several gunboats being in the
river below. On the Columbine were found orders
explaining the object of landing the two regiments of
Federal troops on the east side of the river. The
gunboats were ordered to guard well each landing,
and use all means to prevent Dickinson from recross-
ing the river. The two regiments were to scour the
country on the east side of the river for Dickinson’s
command. As he had only a few days previous
crossed to the east side and captured two posts,
returning all safe, it would seem from this plan
that the great trouble of the enemy was to locate
Dickinson at any time only when engaged in fighting.

On April 16 the United States transport Hunter
was blown up and sunk by a forpedo near the place
where the Maple Leaf had been previously des-
troyed. Tampa was occupied by a detachment of
Union troops on May 6 and the Confederate guns
and battery disabled. The United States transport
Harriet A. Weed was blown up and sunk by a tor-
pedo near Cedar Creek and the crew drowned. On
May 9 Captain Dickinson captured fifty-six men and
two officers at Welaka and Saunders on the St.
Johns. On July 21 General Ashboth moved out of
Pensacola to attack Fort Hodgson, fifteen miles from
Pensacola, which after half an hour’s engagement
was evacuated by the Confederates. Captain Childs,
with a Union force from Fort Myers, landed at Bay-
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port and captured some cotton and negroes; Major
Weeks, with a United States force from Cedar Key,
landed at St. Andrews Bay and captured eotton and
burned bridges. On August 15 a raiding party, com-
manded by Colonel Harris of the Seventy-fifth Ohio,
with 138 men of that regiment, ninety men of the
Fourth Massachusetts cavalry, and one piece of artil-
lery and ten men, left Baldwin, advanced in the
direction of Lake City up to Fort Butler in Bradford
county, and then flanked around to Starke, a small
town fourteen miles north of Waldo, at which place
Captain Dickinson was with his command. Flank-
ing Waldo and cutting the telegraph wires, and
tearing up the railroad track to prevent communica-
tion with the Confederate forces at Lake City, they
proceeded to Gainesville, where immediately after
their arrival they were attacked by a force of cav-
alry under Captain Dickinson and completely routed.
Colonel Harris escaped to Magnolia with less than
forty men. On his march Harris had gathered 200
negroes, forty mules, wagons and other plunder,
but all of these were recaptured by Captain Dickin-
son, whose whole force was only 175 and whose loss
was but two killed and four wounded.

In September General Ashboth made a raid from
Pensacola on Marianna, capturing many citizens and
much private property, and carrying off 600 negroes.
About 100 prisoners were taken and sent north,
principally to Elmira, N. Y. The objective point of
General Ashboth’s expedition was to capture Talla-
hassee, the capital of the state, but as he was serious-
ly wounded in the encounter, the plan failed.

On October 24 Captain Dickinson attacked a force
of Federal cavalry near Middleburg on Black Creek,
completely routing them, killing and ecapturing
almost the entire command, of which three only
escaped, and without any loss to the Confederates.
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A few days afterward Dickinson’s cavalry encoun-
tered another Federal force near St. Augustine and
defeated it. On the same date two Federal steam
transports, with a force of 700 men and two howit-
zers left Barrancas to proceed up the Blackwater
Bay, whence the troops were to march to Pierce’s
mills to secure a supply of lumber and thence ad-
vance toward Milton, about twelve miles distant.
Near Milton they encounered a detachment of about
eighty Confederate cavalry and a brisk fight ensued,
forcing the latter to retire. On Feb. 2, 1865, Captain
Dickinson attacked the Seventeenth Connecticut
regiment, commanded by Colonel Wilcoxson, near
Picolata and captured the entire command of
seventy-five men, together with all their fine cavalry
horses, and also ten wagons loaded with sea-island
cotton, each with six mules and horses. On Febru-
ary 13 two Federal regiments were landed at Cedar
Keys under cover of their gunboats, and advanced
up the Florida railroad toward Lake City. At Levy-
ville, Captain Dickinson encountered them with a
force of about 150 men. The Union forces fell back
to Station Number Four and occupied a strong posi-
tion behind a high embankment of the railroad,
where Dickinson attacked them. After four hours’
desperate fighting the Confederates had exhausted
their ammunition, and the Union troops retreated,
having lost seventy killed and wounded ; Dickinson’s
loss was six.

After the defeat of the Federal troops at Cedar
Keys on Feb. 13, 1865, it was determined to make
another effort to capture Tallahassee, and for this
purpose Gen. John Newton planned to concentrate
forces from Cedar Keys, Santa Rosa and Key West;
land in the neighborhod of St. Marks, and in con-
junction with a naval force, ascend the river. The
cavalry, infantry and artillery landed at Lighthouse
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Point, marched to Newport, and finding that the
bridge had been burned, went eight miles further
up to the Natural Bridge, where they were surprised
to find some Confederate troops prepared to meet
them. As they were under the impression that the
Confederate forces were so scattered over the state,
that they would encounter little or no opposition,
the Union troops were forced to fall back to their
gunboats after sustaining a heavy loss. No other
important engagement occurred in Florida, as upon
April 9, 1865, General Lee surrendered to General
Grant at Appomattox Court House, and the Con-
federate forces in Florida made a formal surrender
to General McCook on May 30, 1865.

Reconstruction in Florida.

Gov. John Milton died April 1 and Lieut.-Gov.
‘A. K. Allison assumed the duties of governor, but
he, together with Senator Yulee, was soon consigned
as a prisoner of state to Fort Pulaski, Ga. Senator
Stephen R. Mallory, Confederate secretary of war,
was imprisoned in Fort Lafayette, N. Y. The dark
days of reconstruction were now entered upon, and
on July 13, 1865, Judge William Marvin was ap-
pointed by President Johnson provisional governor
of Florida, with authority to call a constitutional
convention. On August 3 he issued a call for an
election to be held October 25. An amnmesty oath
was required as a qualification to vote at such elec-
tion, and no person was to be allowed to vote who
was not a qualified voter before Jan. 10, 1861, thus
preventing any negro from voting; 7,042 persons
subseribed to the oath, fifty-six delegates were
chosen, and the convention met at Tallahassee, Oct.
25, 1865. The ordinance of secession was repealed
and a new constitution adopted, which provided for
an election to be held on Nov. 20, 1865, for governor,
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cabinet officers, judges, legislature, county officers
and members of Congress. The whole vote cast at
this election was less than 4,000. David S. Walker
was elected governor, only eight votes being cast
against him. He had been one of the judges of
the Supreme Court and one of the most popular
leaders of the old line Whig party; W. W. J. Kelly
was elected lieutenant-governor. The legislature met
Dec. 20, 1865. Wilkinson Call and William Marvin
were chosen United States senators, but were not,
however, admitted to their seats in Congress. The
Thirteenth amendment to the constitution was rati-
fied on Dec.28,0onlytwovotes being cast in opposition.

In February, 1866, Congress enlarged the func-
tions of the Freedman’s Bureau. This was an
institution devised by Congress under the influence
of the very best people of the North as a means of
protection of the freedmen and to prepare them for
the new responsibilities and privileges conferred.
Instead of a blessing it proved a curse to the race,
administered as it was by dishonest men. The
national government sent provisions to the state to
be distributed to such of the freedmen as were strug-
gling without means of subsistence to make a crop,
but instead of honestly distributing the meat and
flour, those in charge of the bureau appropriated
much of it for their own benefit. General Steadman
was appointed to examine and report upon the con-
dition of the Bureau’s affairs; learning which, the
commissioner of the Bureau for the state, who, in
company with a retired army officer, carried on a
large plantation on the Apalachicola, suddenly trans-
ferred his interest to his partner, who gathered and
disposed of the cotton crop and all available stock,
and disappeared. The Freedman’s Savings Bank
in Jacksonville, in which had been deposited con-
siderable sums of money by colored and white people,
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under the impression that it was backed by the
United States government, but which was an institu-
tion organized with no capital by a political ring,
failed and the deluded depositors recovered only 62
per cent. of their money.

The legislature met again in December, 1866.
Meantime Congress had passed the Fourteenth
amendment to the constitution of the United States,
and it was proposed to the legislatures for ratifica-
tion. It virtually disfranchised the most intelli-
gent classes of the South. Those who had held office
of any kind, national or state, under the Confederate
government were disqualified from voting or holding
any office in the state. Governor Walker advised
its rejection and the legislature refused its ratifica-
tion. In March, 1867, Congress passed the recon-
struction law, over the President’s veto, which
divided the Southern states into five military dis-
tricts, over which the President was authorized to
place an army officer with supreme control. Florida
was made part of the Third Military District, under
the command of Gen. John T. Pope, who was sue-
ceeded by Gen. G. C. Meade, with Gen. John T.
Sprague commanding in Florida. The law provided
that registration should be made in every county in
each state, and each applicant was required to make
oath that he had not given aid or comfort to the
enemies of the United States. After the registration
was completed, an election was to be held for a
constitutional convention to form a constitution and
frame a civil government acceptable to the people
of Florida and the Congress of the United States.
The registration lists showed 11,148 white and 15,434
colored voters, but only 14,503 votes were ecast,
nearly all for a convention. Forty-five delegates
were elected. On Jan. 20, 1868, the day appointed
for the meeting of the convention at Tallahassee,

Vol. 3—5,
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twenty of the delegates met and elected a president
and secretary, the former being D. Richards, of
Sterling, Ill., who was returned from Gadsden
county (where he had spent but two days of his life),
and W. H. Christy, of Jacksonville. There existed
two factions in the state, viz., the Loyal League,
headed by Richards, and the Lincoln Brotherhood,
by F. W. Osborn, both of which had been organized
among the Freedmen. The Osborn faction with-
drew and went to Monticello, leaving the body with-
out a quorum. The remaining members continued
in session, framed and adopted a constitution, and
sent it to General Meade for approval. At midnight
the seceders came from Monticello and took posses-
sion of the hall of the House of Representatives and
organized as a convention. Several members of the
opposing faction were ousted and others seated. An
appeal was made to (teneral Meade, who came to
Florida and directed both factions to come together
and take their seats in the convention, and that both
presiding officers resign, and (teneral Sprague take
the chair and reorganize the convention. This was
done; Horatio Jenkins, Jr., was elected president
and Sherman Conant, secretary. The convention
then adopted that known as the Constitution of 1868.
Under this constitution suffrage was to be universal.
Judges and all state officers were to be appointed
by the governor with the advice and consent of the
senate; upon a popular vote the constitution was
ratified by a majority of 5,000. Harrison Reed, who
came to Florida after the war, holding a government
office, was nominated for governor by the Republi-
cans, and George W. Scott by the Democrats. Reed
was elected, and a legislature consisting of twenty-
four senators and fifty-three representatives was -
elected, the majority being Republicans, including
quite a number of negroes.
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Ignoring the action of the preceding legislature,
the newly elected legislature ratified both the Thir-
teenth and Fourteenth amendments to the constitu-
tion of the United States, and the election of senators
previously made was disregarded. Florida was re-
admitted to representation in Congress under the
act of June 25, 1868, and on July 4, the newly elected
state officers were installed. On June 15, 1868, the
legislature ratified the Fifteenth amendment to the
constitution of the United States, and elected F. W.
Osborn, chief of the Freedman’s Bureau, and Abijah
Gilbert of St. Augustine, who was very wealthy
and had agreed to cash $50,000 or $100,000 of state
bonds when issued at eighty-five cents on the dollar.
Subsequently on January 19 a resolution was intro-
duced into the legislature reciting the fact that large
sums of money had been used at the last session of
the legislature to secure the election of said Gilbert,
and that, therefore, the said election was unlawful
and void. There was no intention of the Osborn ring,
who controlled the legislature, to elect another sen-
ator, but only to make Gilbert pay more for his seat,
for which they openly said he had not paid enough.
The old gentleman submitted and retained his seat,
but said ‘“Surely I have fallen into a den of thieves.”’
Charles M. Hamilton, an agent of the Freedman’s
Burean, was elected to the House of Representatives.
For the first time in the history of the state, presi-
dential electors were chosen by the legislature, not
by the people, who cast the vote of Florida for Gen.
U. S. Grant. As Governor Reed had resisted the
efforts of the Osborn ring to loot the treasury, the
latter endeavored to impeach him for malfeasance
in office at three different times, but failed to do so.

In view of the conduct of the legislature, and the
marked distrust between the blacks and whites,
the governor deemed it advisable to secure an arma-
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ment for the state in case military force should
become necessary. He sought the aid of the national
government but it was refused. He applied to
Governor Fenton of New York and Governor An-
drews of Massachusetts for a loan of arms but was
unsuccessful. He then purchased in New York 2,000
stands of muskets and 4,000 rounds of ammunition
for $21,000, giving four months’ notes for the same.
The arms were shipped and delivered in Jackson-
ville, where they were received by the adjutant-
general, Carse, and General Houston and placed in
cars to be delivered in Tallahassee. Unknown to Gen-
eral Houston, the president of the railroad company,
men were secreted in the cars who were to throw
them out when they reached Madison county where
a company of Dickinson’s guerillas were placed to
seize and destroy them. All but 800 of the guns
were thrown out and carried away by the enemies
of the governor, and Governor Reed was left to foot
the bill; but no occasion arose for calling out the
troops, although in 1868 and 1869 there were great
lawlessness and a number of murders in Jackson
county, where the blacks and whites became arrayed
against each other in deadly hostility. On Jan. 4,
1870, the legislature met in the third regular session
under the constitution of 1868. Josiah T. Walls, an
intelligent colored citizen of Alachua county, was
nominated as the Republican candidate for Con-
gress. The Democrats nominated S. L. Niblock of
Columbia county, and the Hon. William D. Bloxham
of Leon county for lieutenant-governor. The state
canvassers threw out several counties and gave
‘Walls the certificate of election, but he was unseated
by Congress, and Niblock declared entitled to the
seat. Bloxham, who had been counted out, was by a
decision of the supreme court of the state given
that office. He had been a slaveholder, but after
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the emancipation established a colored school on his
plantation, building a schoolhouse at his own ex-
pense and contributing the major portion of the
money for a teacher.

Much of the time of the legislature of 1872 was
consumed in attempts to impeach Governor Reed,
and they were so far successful that he was placed
under arrest and disqualified from performing any
of the duties of his office as governor of Florida until
acquitted by the Senate of Florida. Lieutenant-
Governor Day proceeded to assume the office of gov-
ernor. Governor Reed carried the matter before the
supreme court of Florida and obtained a decision in
his favor. The Republicans met in convention in
July, 1872, and nominated Ossian B. Hart for gov-
ernor. The Democrats also held a convention and
nominated W. D. Bloxham. Hart was elected but
died in 1874 and was succeeded by Lieut.-Gov. M. L.
Stearns; and Josiah T. Walls (colored) and W. J.
Parman were elected Representatives in Congress.
Under the constitution of 1868, the Seminole Indians,
residing mostly in the counties of Dade and Monroe,
in the extreme southern part of the state, were
entitled to one representative in each branch of the
legislature; accordingly a man named J. King,
claiming to be a Seminole, came to Tallahassee and
asked to be received as a representative of the Semi-
noles. As he proved to be a bogus Indian his appli-
cation was rejected. In this legislature about one-
half were negroes. In the succeeding legislature of
1875 parties were nearly equally divided, and
Charles W. Jones, a Democratic member of the legis-
lature from Escambia county, was elected senator.

The Republican party had now been in power in
the state since 1868, mainly by the aid of the colored
vote. The fall election of 1876 was of vast impor-
tance, not only to the state of Florida, but also to the
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United States. The canvassing board was in session
several days and by the rejection of certain counties
and precincts the Democratic candidate for gover-
nor, George F. Drew, was declared elected and the
majority of ninety-seven for the Tilden electors
was changed into a majority of 928 for Mr. Hayes.
The contest was transferred to Washington where
the electoral commissioners by a vote of eight to
seven awarded the electoral vote of Florida to
Rutherford B. Hayes.

Democratic Party in Power, 1876-19009.

Governor Drew’s administration was a very suc-
cessful one. Confidence was restored. State bonds
rose from 65 per cent. to par and taxes were reduced.
The census of 1880 showed that the population of
Florida was 269,493, of whom 142,605 were white
and 126,696 colored and 180 Indian. The assessed
valuation of taxable property was $31,000,000.

In 1880 William D. Bloxham was elected gov-
ernor. During his administration 4,000,000 acres of
swamp and overflowed land were sold to Hamilton
Disston of Philadelphia for $1,000,000. Mr. Diss-
ton undertook to plant cane and manufacture sugar
on a large scale, but want of familiarity with the
conditions necessary to success involved an enor-
mous loss and the scheme was ultimately aban-
doned. At the session of the legislature in 1881
numerous charters were granted to railroads, and
up to 1884 1,045 miles of railroad had been con-
structed. Population increased rapidly and a
special impetus was given to the planting out of
orange groves. In 1885 the orange crop reached
900,000 boxes and notwithstanding a severe frost on
Jan. 12, 1886, which destroyed all the fruit on the
trees, the growers were not discouraged, and crops
grew larger every year until Dee. 29, 1894, when
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another and more disastrous frost occurred, des-
troying all the ungathered fruit, estimated at over
2,000,000 boxes and worth as many dollars. Again
on Feb. 7, 1895, the temperature fell to fifteen
degrees above zero. In one night men who at sun-
down were owners of large fortunes were made
penniless. A frost such as was never known in the
history of the state reached all the way down to
the end of the peninsula. The freezing of the
oranges only would have meant but the loss of one
crop, and the growers would have lost only one
year’s income, but it did not stop there, the trees
themselves were frozen. At that time the orange
crop of Florida was about 5,000,000 boxes a year. It
was reduced to nothing in a single night. While
the orange culture had received a severe blow it was
not abandoned and at the present time it has reached
a production of about 3,000,000 boxes. The re-
sult has been advantageous to the state, as it has led
to the cultivation of a diversity of fruits and erops
which are yielding a greater income than did the
orange crop.

The election of 1884 resulted in the choice of Gen.
Edward A. Perry for governor. He was a native
of Massachusetts but had been a resident of Florida
before the War of Secession. He entered the
Confederate service and became a brigadier-general.
In 1885 a constitutional convention was called and
met at Tallahassee June 9 and framed a constitu-
tion which was ratified by a vote of the people, and
went into operation Jan. 1, 1887. In the latter part
of July, 1888, yellow fever broke out in Jacksonville.
The epidemic lasted till December. The whole num-
ber of cases was about 5,000, the deaths 500. Meas-
ures were promptly adopted to prevent any future
recurrence of an epidemie, and no case has oceurred
since.
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At the election of 1888 Francis P. Fleming was
elected governor. The entire vote of the state was
66,641, of which the Cleveland electors received
39,561. By the census of 1890 the population of
Florida was shown to be 391,422, of whom 224,949
were white and 166,495 colored.

About this period Mr. Henry M. Flagler, vice-
president of the Standard Oil Company, and Mr.
Henry B. Plant, a railroad magnate of New York,
each erected magnificent hotels at St. Augustine and
Tampa, which, with increased railroad facilities
leading to Florida, very largely increased the tourist
travel. In 1892 Henry L. Mitchell was elected gov-
ernor and the Cleveland electors received 30,143
votes. No Republican presidential ticket was put
in the field, but the populist, Weaver, received 4,843
votes.

In 1881 Mr. J. F. LeBaron, a civil engineer, found
phosphate pebbles in Pease Creek. It attracted no
attention at the time, but in 1889 phosphate of a
high grade was discovered at Dunnellon in Marion
county, which created considerable excitement, and
the whole country was explored for other deposits.
Companies were formed, lands purchased and plants
constructed to prepare the phosphate for manufac-
turers of fertilizers. The territory in which phos-
phate was found extended about 200 miles along
the western border of the state, and in a number
of river beds. The export for 1894-95 was about
500,000 tons, valued at $5,000,000. C. F. Van Horn,
of the United States Geological Survey, reported in
1907 the actual quantity of phosphate rock mined in
Florida was 1,386,578 long tons, valued at $4.85 per
ton, and that nearly 60 per cent. of the entire pro-
duction of the United States came from Florida.

In November, 1896, William D. Bloxham was
elected governor and the vote of the state was given
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to the national ticket headed by William J. Bryan.
During Bloxham’s administration the Cuban war
occurred. Large numbers of Cubans had settled in
Tampa, Key West and other parts of Florida. Gen-
eral Weyler’s inhuman policy, and the destruction
of the Maine aroused the sympathy of the Flori-
dians and Florida became the gathering point for
the troops called out by the President, and Jackson-
ville and Tampa were occupied by large bodies of
soldiers, under the command of Maj.-Gen. Fitzhugh
Lee. Secret expeditions were formed by Cuban
sympathizers from time to time in Florida ports.
Small and swift steamers carried arms and muni-
tions of war to the insurgents. Chief among these
was the steamer known as the Three Friends, of
which the present governor of Florida was one of
the owners.

In 1900 William S. Jennings was elected gov-
ernor. His cousin, William Jennings Bryan, was
the Democratic nominee for President, and received
the electoral vote of the state. During Governor
Jennings’ administration occurred the disastrous
fire in Jacksonville. At noon on Friday, May 3, the
fire broke out in Cleveland’s fibre factory in the
northwestern section of the city. A brisk northwest
wind quickly spread the flames to adjacent dwell-
ings, and before the fire department could reach the
scene the fire was beyond control and swept rapidly
in a southeasterly direction. The wind became a
furious gale, and, the houses being chiefly frame,
burned like cigar boxes, and as there had been a
long dry spell the flying cinders were carried from
roof to roof until the city became a roaring furnace
of flame, in which even those buildings constructed
of brick melted like wax. At 8:30 p. M., 150 blocks
covering an area of 455 acres of the best and most
populous portion of the city were in ashes—embrae-
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ing the city hall and market, the Duval court house,
the city clerk’s office with all the public records, the
armory, the board of trade and city library, the
fire department and three engine houses, the police
headqnarters, the city jail, the Seminole and Elks’
club buildings, seventeen churches and the high
school. The total number of buildings consumed was
2,368; the value of property destroyed was $15,000,-
000, insured for only $6,000,000; and 10,000 persons
were rendered homeless, but fortunately only six
lives were lost. There has probably never been in
this country or anywhere else such a remarkable re-
building of a burnt city as has been shown in the
instance of Jacksonville. The ashes had hardly
grown cold before the work of rebuilding began.
Business was resumed by the larger business houses
in improvised sheds. New stocks of goods ordered,
banks opened up in temporary quarters, Sunday
services resumed in makeshift places and every-
thing done to restore order and confidence. The
number of buildings since erected is 7,850 at the rate
of 1,000 a year. Ten per cent. of the number are
brick and two per cent. of reinforced concrete and
stone.

In the fall of 1905 Napoleon B. Broward, a native
Floridian of humble parentage, was elected governor
of the state. He began his career as cook on a steam-
boat and by indomitable energy worked his way up-
ward until he obtained the highest office in the state.
He built the famous steamer Three Friends and per-
sonally contributed toward furnishing munitions of
war to the Cuban insurgents during their struggle
against Spanish tyranny. During his incumbency
Governor Broward strongly advocated the drainage
of the Everglades, an immense tract of marsh filled
with islands, in Dade county, the southernmost coun-
ty in the state. As this scheme involved the taxation
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of land supposed to be benefited it met with strong
opposition from the owners and led to applications
for injunctions to prevent the collection of taxes,
notwithstanding which the governor induced the
trustees of the internal improvement fund to begin
operations and an experimental eanal is being con-
structed at New River near Fort Lauderdale.

Economic and Educational Conditions.

One of the remarkable engineering feats under-
taken in this counfry is that of the construction of
the Florida East Coast Railroad from Jacksonville
to Key West. To Miami, 366 miles south of Jack-
sonville, no serious obstacles were encountered, but
between Miami and Key West fully seventy-five
miles lie over water and a considerable portion over
the sea itself. The Florida Keys may be called a
series of stepping stones leading into the ocean.
They extend between the Florida peninsula and Key
West in the form of a curve, the channels separating
the islands varying from a few hundred feet to
several miles in width. Nearly thirty islands are to
be used for short stretches of the construection, the
longest being sixteen miles on Key Largo. More
than fifty miles of rock and earth embankment has
been built where the intervening water is shallow;
but where the water is deeper and the openings are
exposed to storms by breaks in the outer reef con-
crete arch viaduct construction is used, consisting
of fifty-foot reinforeced concrete circular arch spans
and piers, with occasional spans of sixty feet. The
water is ten to thirty feet deep in most places and
the bottom is of limestone. There are four of these
arch viaducts, aggregating 5.78 miles in length. The
work of construction has already been completed to
Knights Key. The intentions of the company are to
engage in export trade on a very large scale. Key
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West will be the nearest American seaport to the
Atlantic end of the Panama Canal. The distance
between Key West and Havana is but ninety miles.
The transportation of passengers and freight will
be conducted by means of huge railroad steamboats,
transporting cars directly to Havana. The man
whose enterprise and capital is accomplishing this
great work is Henry M. Flagler, vice-president of
the Standard Oil Company. Cars are now running
regularly between Jacksonville and Knights Key,
distant only forty-four miles from Key West. The
cost of this great enterprise has averaged $200,000
per mile. Mr. Flagler has also built a number of
magnificent hotels at St. Augustine, Atlantic Beach,
Ormond, Palm Beach, Miami and two at Nassau,
N. P. (Bahama Islands).

Another gigantic engineering and industrial
undertaking which will result in the material devel-
opment of Florida is the construction of the East
Coast Canal. This enterprise is the connection of
the St. Johns, Matanzas, Halifax, Indian, Hills-
borough and other rivers, sounds, creeks and water
courses along the east coast by means of tide-water
canals so as to make a continuous land-locked water-
way, without locks and practically at tide-water
level from the St. Johns River to Key West, covering
a distance of something over 500 miles. Work has
been going on steadily for twenty-five years and has
already involved an expenditure of over $2,000,000.
The work to date has been completed all the way up
the coast to St. Augustine, and the balance of the
stretch from St. Augustine to Jacksonville is already
under way. The canal company will operate a line
of passenger and freight steamers of about 150 feet
in length, and of suitable draft, which will make the
run along the entire route. With both adequate fast
freight furnished by the Florida East Coast Rail-
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way for vegetables and perishables on one side, and
water transportation for heavy or slow freight on
the other, the people located along the east coast
will have shipping facilities not equaled in any other
section.

Florida has vast forests of pitch pine, cypress and
over 200 kinds of other trees valuable for manufac-
turing into a great variety of useful articles, but the
conversion of the pine and cypress trees into lumber
and of cross-ties for railroads has been the leading
business for a number of years. In connection with
forest products the naval store business is closely
associated. The lumber business was at first con-
fined to the vicinity of navigable rivers or seaports,
but with the extension of railroads into the interior
of the state and the improvement of the rivers and
harbors by the United States government, the out-
put has been immensely increased. The principal
ports of export are Tampa, Fernandina and Jackson-
ville. The latter port was for many years handi-
capped by a long and shallow river with a bar at its
mouth. In 1878 James B. Eads was induced to
come from New Orleans, where he was construct-
ing jetties at the mouth of the Mississippi River,
and examine that of the St. Johns River. His opin-
ion being favorable, the United States government
commenced making appropriations for constructing
jetties there, but they were intermittent, and at the
end of thirteen years a channel over the bar fifteen
feet deep at low tide and nineteen and one-half feet
at high tide had been obtained ; but owing to a long
and shallow reach in the river at Dames Point, the
city of Jacksonville received but small benefit. On
Aug. 25, 1890, the T'imes Union, the leading paper in
the city, asked ‘‘what are we going to do about it?’?
The writer of this article, then secretary of the board
of trade, suggested that ‘“‘we do it ourselves.”” The
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idea took root and after a discussion pro and con
it was determined to bond Duval county for $300,000
and under sanction of the United States government
the work was carried to completion. The govern-
ment thereafter was more liberal in its appropria-
tions and now a channel twenty-four feet deep at
mean low tide and practically 300 feet wide exists
from Jacksonville to the ocean.

Prior to the year 1905 there existed in Florida
nine schools of so-called higher education which were
denominated colleges, viz., the Florida Agricultural
College or University of Florida, at Lake City; the
‘West Florida Seminary, known as Florida State Col-
lege, at Tallahassee; the White Normal School, at
DeFuniak Springs; the East Florida Seminary, at
Gainesville; the South Florida College, at Bartou;
the Florida Agricultural College, in Osceola county;
the Institute for the Blind, Deaf and Dumb, at St.
Augustine; the Colored Normal School, at Talla-
hassee; and the industrial and normal department
of the Industrial and Normal School, at St. Peters-
burg. Under this system the burden upon the tax-
payer became very onerous and state appropria-
tions for their maintenance were yearly increasing.
Each of these so-called colleges had its separate
board of trustees; each importuned succeeding legis-
latures for funds to be disbursed in their own way
and without system; and each was becoming a politi-
cal factor whose strength, when joined together, was
so powerful as to force the legislature to make
appropriations to them, even against the best judg-
ment of that body. Under these conditions the legis-
lature in 1905 abolished the entire system by what
is known as the Buckman Bill, and created in their
stead a state university for men, and a college for
women ; the former located at Gainesville and the
latter at Tallahassee. The Colored Normal School
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and the institution for the blind, deaf and dumb were
retained. The state board of control was created to
manage these four institutions. There are two other
very prosperous colleges in the state, viz., the Stet-
son University, a Baptist institution, located at
DeLand, and Rollins College at Winter Park. The
latter was founded by the Congregationalists, but
is now undenominational.
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THE HISTORY OF LOUISIANA.

CuapTER L.

LOUISIANA UNDER FRENCH AND SPANISH
CONTROL.

Introduction.

HE history of the Mississippi Valley,
which for the first hundred years after its
discovery, was known to political geog-
raphy as the province of Louisiana, must

~ ever be of surpassing interest to the
American student.

Its existence and value were neglected by the
Spaniards who sought and found fame and wealth
in Central and South America. When at last this
field was fully occupied the Spanish explorers
turned to the Northern Continent hoping to find
there territories as rich in treasure as those of the
South, but disaster dogged their footsteps. After
two attempts at conquest, exploration of the valley
of the Mississippi was abandoned for a century.

During this time the other maritime nations of
Furope had planted settlements along the coast.
The country they occupied was a comparatively nar-
row strip bounded on the west by the densely-
wooded heights of the Alleghanies. The French ex-
plorers had discovered and taken possession of the
Gulf and valley of the St. Lawrence. Their intrepid
hunters soon penetrated to the great lakes and
80




FRENCH AND SPANISH CONTROL. 81

learned from the Indians of the great river which
might lead to the Pacific Ocean. To solve the riddle,
expeditions were sent from Canada, one to ascend
the river, the other under La Salle to seek the mouth,
which he reached on April 9, 1682. For the king,
Louis XIV., he laid claim to the whole of the lands
on all the streams falling into the great river
Mississippi. Iberville reaped the fruit of the dis-
eovery of La Salle and founded the colony of Louisi-
ana at Ocean Springs (Old Biloxi) in 1699. Its
growth was slow. The colonists did not attend at
first to the agricultural work which was needed.
Pestilence and hostile Indians were combated with
difficulty. Commerce suffered from the monopolies
of Crozat and Law, and when directly governed by
the Crown the colony might have flourished, but a
dual form of government, a governor and an in-
tendant, and unwise commercial laws retarded the
progress of colonial Louisiana.

The result of the war between England and
France was to cause the dismemberment of Louisi-
ana. The country on the eastern bank of the river
was ceded to England and that on the west, together
with the island of Orleans, to Spain. The French
inhabitants protested in vain. Milder governors
succeeded the severe O’'Reilly. The strict commer-
cial regulations of the Spanish colonies were but lit-
tle observed, and Louisiana advanced rapidly in
wealth. The enterprising population of the Ameri-
can states began to claim a free outlet for their
products and were only granted a temporary place
of deposit. The revolution in France called to office
men who wished to recover its ancient colonies and
finally Bonaparte, in 1800, dreaming of a colonial em-
pire, under pretense of an exchange for the duchy of
Parma, compelled the retrocession of Louisiana by
a secret treaty. The government of the province
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was left in the hands of the Spanish officials, who
withdrew the right of deposit. Thereupon arose
such an outery from the western settlers that the
President was compelled to take immediate steps to
obtain the command of the mouth of the river, and
to that end offered to purchase New Orleans, but
Bonaparte needed money and feared the seizure of
Louisiana by England. He offered to the aston-
ished American envoys the whole province. The
price of $15,000,000 was quickly arranged and a
treaty was signed. A commissioner was sent from
France to receive Louisiana from Spain, and twenty
days later, on Dec. 20,1803, the ancient French colony
became a portion of the United States, bringing an ac-
cession of territory which gave to the young republic
a great place among the nations of the world.

The Spanish and French Explorers and the French Settle-
ments, 1512-1763.

There are three kinds of title to unknown lands,
those of gifts, discovery, and possession. The first
is seldom of much validity without the addition of
one of the other two. The second has in many cases
been admitted, but subject to being superseded by
the third, which in the hands of strong powers is in-
vineible. All of these find illustration in the conti-
nent of North America, the title to which by the gift
of Alexander V1. in the Bull of partition of 1495, lay
with Spain.

It was strengthened by the discovery of Florida
by Ponce de Leon in 1512 and by the settlement of
St. Augustine in 1565. The maritime powers of Eu-
rope, disregarding the claims of Spain, did not hesi-
tate to occupy the Atlantic coast by settlements from
the St. Lawrence to Virginia before Spain took steps
to take possession of the Gulf coast by founding
Pensacola on the Gulf of Mexico.
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In 1528, Pamphilo de Narvaez, seeking to rival the
deeds of Cortez and Pizarro, landed in Tampa Bay
with an army of 500 men. After useless wanderings
in search of gold in the interior, he embarked with
his few remaining companions for Mexico. They
passed the mouth of the Mississippi, and after ship-
wreck and disaster, in which Narvaez and many
others were lost, a few survivors, headed by Cabeza
de Vaca, landed in Rio de las Palmas, and finally
reached the Spanish settlements in Mexico.

The Frenchman Cartier, in 1534, discovered the
St. Lawrence, which gave to France access to the in-
terior of the continent.

The pompous expedition of Hernando de Soto ar-
rived in Florida in 1539. He penetrated among hos-
tile tribes as far north as the 37th degree of latitude
in Kentucky, and after continual fighting, in which
his losses were great, reached the banks of the Mis-
sissippi in April, 1541, at a point near the present
town of Memphis. He crossed the river at that place
and marched through Arkansas. Harassed by hun-
ger and fatigue, the army, led by its indomitable
chief, followed the Red River to its junction with
the Mississippi. Hernando de Soto was seized with
fever and died on June 30, 1542, in the forty-second
year of his age. To prevent his body falling into
the hands of the Indians, it was sunk in the middle
of the river. His lieutenant Muscoso built ships
and led the few survivors down the Mississippi to
the Gulf. They went westward along the coast and
eventually reached Panuco, Mexico.

For 130 years the valley of the Mississippi was un-
visited by the white man. In 1584, despite the pro-
tests of Spain, an abortive attempt at the coloniza-
tion of Florida on the Atlantic coast was made by
the French. The Dutch and English meanwhile were
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rapidly laying the foundation of permanent settle-
ments along the Atlantic coast.

In Canada the French colony was growing. In
1673 Frontenac sent Marquette and Joliet to con-
firm the report of a great western river. On their
return, after having traveled down the Mississippi
to its junction with the Arkansas, it was determined
to prosecute the explorations, and Robert Cavelier
de La Salle was sent to make a complete examina-
tion of the river. Under his instructions in 1680
Father Louis Hennepin with two companions
ascended the river to the Falls of St. Anthony; in
1682 La Salle himself with twenty-three white men,
eighteen Indians, ten squaws and three Indian chil-
dren decended the river to its mouth, which he
reached on April 9. He gave to the newly-discov-
ered country the name of Louisiana after his mas-
ter Louis XIV., on whose behalf he laid claim to
all the lands watered by the Mississippi and its
tributaries.

After building some trading-posts and fortifica-
tions along the Mississippi River, one near the
mouth of the Arkansas River, and another in the
neighborhood of the present city of St. Louis, La
Salle went to France, to lay before King Louis XIV.
his plan for the development of a French empire
in the New World. He actually succeeded in secur-
ing an interview with the King himself, before whom
he placed his great dream of French world-wide em-
pire. He spoke of the possibilities of connecting the
mouth of the St. Lawrence and the mouth of the
Mississippi by French settlements, and of the fear
of Spanish aggressions from the southwest. His
representations appealed to the King, and were sec-
onded by the French Minister Seignelay. There-
upon King Louis authorized La Salle to establish
a settlement near the mouth of the Mississippi
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River. He also gave instructions authorizing La
Barre, who had taken possession of La Salle’s posts
along the Mississippi, to return the same into the
hands of La Salle himself.

After some delay in securing ships and settlers,
La Salle in 1684 sailed from La Rochelle with four
ships. The mariners were not familiar with the gulf
and passed by the mouth of the Mississippi River,
and a landing was effected at Matagorda Bay, which
is on the coast of the present state of Texas.

At this point La Salle determined to establish a
fort. Unfortunately for his enterprise his mechan-
ies were inefficient, and dissension arose among the
settlers, after Beaujeu, the commander of the small
fleet, had sailed away. To add to this sad state of
affairs, the only remaining vessel of La Salle, which
was laden with the provisions for the colony, was
wrecked, and it was necessary to secure help from
some source, or the colony would perish. La Salle
formed the bold purpose of proceeding overland to
Canada, and on such a desperate expedition he de-
parted with a few of his followers. He had gone
only a short distance when he was shot by one of
the party. Thus perished the greatest of French
explorers in North America, the man who planned
more broadly for the French empire in America than
any of the French statesmen. A few of his followers
succeeded in reaching Fort St. Louis of the Illinois,
where they met Tonty, the chivalric explorer and
devoted friend of La Salle, who had been exploring
the Arkansas country.

The colony which had been planted by La Salle
in Texas was destroyed by the Indians. The Span-
iards had not been unmindful of the action of La
Salle, and themselves had sent a force from Mexico
against the colony, but they found only the ruins of
the settlement. After the death of La Salle in 1687,
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several years elapsed before the French made any
further effort to settle the lower Louisiana region.

France was not in a position to push her colonial
schemes. Louis XTV. was engaged in many Euro-
pean wars, and the long war with Holland and Eng-
land from 1688 to 1697 occupied his entire attention.
The treaty of Ryswick, however, left open to him an
opportunity to consider the development of his
American colonial schemes. The Count de Pont-
chartrain, Louis XIV.’s minister of marine, was
favorable to the same colonial schemes and poli-
cies which had been advocated by Colbert and
Seignelay. He, therefore, selected a brilliant young
officer, Pierre Le Moyne d’Iberville, to lead an ex-
pedition into the Mississippi country, to rediscover
the great river and to make a settlement somewhere
in the surrounding region.

Louisiana Settled.

After the failure of La Salle’s expedition, Iber-
ville, who had won fame by successful attacks on the
English on Hudson’s Bay, went to Paris to urge the
necessity for action in the Gulf of Mexico. The
lack of money and of interest in colonial questions
delayed his departure. English and Spanish spies
reported the intended expedition to their govern-
ments, and Spain, the most interested, sent an ex-
pedition to found Pensacola, so that on the arrival
of Bienville she had strengthened her claim to the
gulf coast by actual settlement. Nothing daunted,
Iberville, with his brother Bienville, aged nineteen,
continued their voyage, and in February, 1699, cast
anchor at Ship Island. Both brothers were familiar
with Indian signs, so that they rapidly acquired
means of communication with the few natives whom
they encountered.

Iberville and his brother left their ships at Ship
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Island, and proceeding in some small boats redis-
covered the Mississippi River on March 2, 1699.
After several days they found a very muddy stream
flowing into the Gulf, which they assumed to be the
Mississippi River, and this they ascended past the
present site of the city of New Orleans, returning
by the way of the lake, which Iberville called
Pontchartrain, to Ocean Springs (Old Biloxi), where
the first French settlement in the Mississippi Valley
was planted.

Iberville then appointed Sauvole as governor, and
his brother, Bienville, second in command, and on
May 4 of the same year he sailed for France. Dur-
ing the absence of Iberville the colonists explored
the surrounding region, Bienville going up to the
lands of the Mobile, Chickasaw and Alabama In-
dians.

In December, 1699, Iberville returned from
France with supplies and additional settlers. His
object now was to make a settlement on the Mis-
sissippi River proper, and he ordered a fort to be
built about fifty-four miles from the mouth of the
river. He himself proceeded up the river as far
as the present site of Natchez. In command of this
fort on the Mississippi he placed his brother, Bien-
ville. His last visit to Louisiana was in December,
1701. Sauvole, who had been put in charge of the
colony at Biloxi, died of fever in August, 1701, and
the seat of the colony was removed in 1702 to a
settlement on the Mobile River. Iberville was sent
on an expedition to the West Indies in 1705, and died
at Havana in July, 1706. The present city of Mo-
bile was founded in 1711.

The colony was in an unfortunate position; com-
munication with the mother country, on which it de-
pended for almost every necessity, was prevented
by the state of war with England, and the colonists
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suffered from disease and privations. In 1702 it
was decided, as mentioned above, to leave Biloxi
for Mobile, but war with the Alabamas broke out
in that year and a little later with the Chickasaws.
The outlook was improved in 1704 by the arrival of
ships with provisions and colonists to whom lands
were allotted along the river, but, unfortunately,
there was an outbreak of an epidemic supposed to be
yellow fever, and among the victims in 1704 was the
brave Tonty, who had been with La Salle. Much
dissatisfaction was unjustly felt with the manage-
ment of Bienville. The colony was neglected by
France, and suffered from want of food and sup-
plies. Cadillac became governor in 1713 and Bien-
ville was sent against the Natchez to punish them for
the murder of some Frenchmen.

The early years of the Louisiana colony were not
profitable in a financial way. At one time the colony
was almost at the point of starvation and was saved
by securing provisions from the Spaniards at Pensa-
cola in Florida, which settlement had also been
saved by provisions the year before secured from
the French at Biloxi. Beginning with 1702, the
French and Spanish powers became friendly in the
New World, due to the fact that a French prince
was made King of Spain, and France and Spain
were fighting as allies against Austria and Eng-
land.

The War of the Spanish Succession, as it was
called, was very hurtful to the growth of the colony,
as the king could give no attention to it. The popu-
lation in 1706 was about eighty-two and the total
head of cattle was about forty-six.

Under the adverse circumstances existing, Louis
XTIV. in 1712 granted the whole of Louisiana to a
wealthy merchant named Antoine Crozat. The pop-
ulation was now about 400, scattered among several
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settlements and trading-posts. Crozat’s charter was
for fifteen years, with the exclusive right to control
all trade to and from the colony. Crozat was thus
made a sort of proprietor, though the king bore part
of the expense of running the colony. Under Cro-
zat’s orders, efforts were made to open up trade
with Mexico, but they did not succeed. By 1717
there were some 700 persons in Louisiana, chiefly
on the Mississippi and Mobile Rivers, and at Biloxi.

The rising of the Natchez Indians in 1716 com-
pelled immediate action. Bienville was sent with
only a few soldiers to inflict punishment. By strate-
gy he succeeded, and compelled the natives to assist
in the building of Fort Rosalie. In 1716 Crozat,
being dissatisfied, recalled Cadillac and left Bien-
ville to govern’ the colony until the arrival of
de L’Epinay, the new governor. Hardly had
de L’Epinay arrived before Crozat, finding that his
monopoly was unprofitable, surrendered it in 1717,
and soon after he had done this the Mississippi
or Western Company, under the -direction of
a shrewd Scotchman, John Law, secured a charter
good for twenty-five years to the Louisiana Terri-
tory, with exclusive commercial rights and power to
form settlements and to develop industries. The
king gave the company all the forts, magazmes
guns, ammunition, vessels, boats and provisions,
etc.,, in Louisiana which had been surrended by
Crozat.

Bienville was appointed commander-general and
governor, and he determined at once to make a
permanent settlement on the Mississippi River. In
February, 1718, he selected the present site of New
Orleans, which was named in honor of Philip of
Orleans, the Regent of France. It was Bienville’s
intention to move the seat of government immedi-
ately to New Orleans, but this was opposed by the
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Superior Council. France now being at war with
Spain, an expedition was undertaken against Pensa-
cola, which was captured, but later returned to the
Spaniards.

The more accessible portions of the colony had
been granted to capitalist shareholders in the com-
pany who sent out shiploads of workers and their
wives and children. Biloxi and Mobile were too
small to deal readily with the numbers who had ar-
rived and much sickness resulted.

The failure of Law in 1721 for a time threatened
the destruction of the colony, but the Mississippi
Company showed faith in its value, and continued
its shipments of men and material. The settlers
on Law’s concession, abandoned after his failure,
went to New Orleans and were given lands above the
city. By their industry the Céte des Allemands or
German Coast soon became one of the richest parts
of the state.

Further troubles with the Natchez occurred in
1723, and a year later the many complaints made
against Bienville resulted in his being recalled; be-
fore his departure he issued a revision of the Black
Code for the management of the slaves in the colony.
The government of Perier, who arrived in 1726, was
marked by the coming of the Ursulines in 1727 and
by a great war with the Natchez Indians. From
1727 to 1731 the existence of the colony was en-
dangered by Indian troubles, but considerable re-
inforcements were sent from France, and after
much bloodshed the Natchez were practically ex-
terminated.

In 1731, after fourteen years of continuous ex-
penditure with little hope of eventual profit, the
company resigned its charter and Louisiana became
a crown colony. Bienville, exonerated from the
charges brought against him, was reinstated as gov-
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ernor. He determined to protect the colony by se-
curing the submission of the Chickasaws. In the
attempt he suffered great losses and returned to
New Orleans after only partial success. To his
difficulties were added the financial troubles result-
ing from the edict which withdrew the paper of
the Mississippi Company from circulation. The last
years of his administration were devoted to
measures beneficial to Louisiana. He left New Or-
leans on May 10, 1743. During his two terms of
office, covering thirty-five years, he had constantly
believed in and worked for the success of the colony
in the history of which he had been the most im-
portant factor.

The ten years (1743-1753) of the administration
of Vaudreuil were rendered difficult by the war be-
tween England and France and by Indian wars.
The colony, however, made considerable progress.
Vaudreuil was succeeded by Kerlérec in 1753 who
labored under many difficulties, internal and ex-
ternal. The colony was deprived of communication
with Europe by the presence of English cruisers.
France suffered defeat in Canada, and by the treaty
of Paris in 1763 surrendered the territory east of
the Mississippi, excepting the Island of Orleans, to
Great Britain, and to Spain, by the secret treaty
of Fontainebleau in 1762, all the rest of Louisiana.

Louisiana under Spain.

Kerléree, being recalled to France in 1763 to an-
swer various charges brought against him, was suc-
ceeded by D’Abbadie, whose short term of office was
marked by the explusion of the Jesuits and the pub-
lication of the cession of Louisiana to Spain. He
died in 1765 and was followed by Aubry who was
little fitted for the difficult position created by the
delay of Spain in taking possession of the territory.
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Many of the Acadians, expelled from Nova Scotia
in 1755, arrived in Louisiana after ten years of wan-
dering. They were hospitably received and a tract
of land was granted to them westward of the Ger-
man Coast. By their devotion to agriculture they
have done much to advance the wealth of Louisiana.

In July, 1765, came definite news of the arrival
in Havana of Antonio de Ulloa, the official charged
with the duty of receiving the cession of the colony.
He arrived in New Orleans in 1766. He was a man
of merit and a distinguished savant, but he utterly
lacked the qualifications necessary for the discharge
of his instructions. The government remained in
the hands of Aubry at the expense of Spain.

The cession of Louisiana to Spain was generally
obnoxious to the people of New Orleans and the
surrounding country. They were greatly attached
to France, so they held a meeting in New Orleans,
composed of delegates from every parish, and the
richest merchant of the state was sent to France,
begging that steps should be taken whereby the ces-
sion should not go into effect.

Bienville, then eighty-six years of age, residing in
Paris, begged the king to take back Louisiana, but
the king declared that the matter had gone too far,
and that Louisiana must pass into the hands of the
Spaniards. When this announcement was made the
people were filled with consternation, and when Don
Antonio de Ulloa arrived as a representative of the
King of Spain he was very coolly received. He
feared the state of affairs and would not take official
possession until some troops arrived.

The people wished to remain French, and were
much opposed to the rule of Spain. As Louis XV.
had not listened to their entreaties they thought of
establishing a republican form of government in
Louisiana, The French banner was not yet taken
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down and the people asked that Ulloa be withdrawn.
In October, 1768, a revolution broke out against his
rule, and Ulloa departed from the colony. As a
matter of fact, he had been given notice that he had
to embark. The inhabitants thereupon printed a
long memorial in explanation of their conduct and
making charges against Ulloa, but the expelled gov-
ernor was heard at the court of Spain. The chief
of the Revolution of 1768 was Lafréniere, a heroic
and eloquent man.

Don Alejandro O’Reilly was then appointed as
captain-general of the provinee, and sailed to Louisi-
ana. He took possession of the country in the name
of the King of Spain. The Louisianians hesitated,
and were almost ready to resist, but they were over-
awed by O’Reilly’s military spirit and the strength
of his seldiers and ships, so finally, on Aug. 18, 1769,
Louisiana was surrendered into the hands of
O’Reilly as a representative of the King of Spain,
and Spanish domination prevailed in Louisiana.

The first step of O’Reilly was to establish a firm
government assimilating Louisiana to other Spanish
colonies. Claiming that the domination of Spain
dated from the coming of Ulloa, he arrested and
sent for trial to the Spanish court twelve of the most
prominent of those who had resisted the cession.
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