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ECONOMIC HISTORY, 1865-1910.

THE RECONSTRUCTION AND
SOUTHERN ECONOMIC HISTORY.

THE ECONOMIC CONDITIONS DURING THE
RECONSTRUCTION.

CONOMICALLY as well as politically the
South was prostrate when her armies sur-
rendered in 1865. For the next ten years,
or during the Reconstruction period, the
conditions which existed prevented or hindered nor-
mal recovery from the effects of war. Before the
war the South was a distinct economic region with
problems and conditions unlike those of the free
states. This condition was generally considered one
of the results of slavery, but the abolition of the
slave-labor system failed to change radically the eco-
nomic peculiarities of the South.

In 1865 industrial society scarcely existed in the
South. The great loss of life and health by the
whites in the war, the destruction of the slave-labor
system, the suffering and destitution which existed
during the last years of the war and for several years
after the surrender, the destruction of property dur-
ing the war, the loss of capital, the bankruptcy of the
state and local governments—all these unfavorable
conditions bore heavily upon the desolated country.

Public property was, for the most part destroyed
or confiscated because it had been used by the Con-
federate government. Aside from the devastation

1



2 ECONOMIC HISTORY.

in Sherman’s forty-mile belt, and the battle-field
areas, court houses, jails, school houses, and bridges
quite generally had to be rebuilt. The steamboats
had disappeared from the Southern rivers, having
been destroyed or disabled as blockade runners or as
vessels in the Confederate navy. The reconstruction
of the railways was a difficult task, since bridges,
trestles, crossties, depots, and tanks had been burned
by the raiding armies, while the rolling stock was
worn out, and the cuts and fills were in bad order,
washed out or grown up in bushes. Crops were
short in 1865, and for several years after; and much
of the cotton and other produce remaining over from
war times was taken by plundering treasury agents
under the pretense that it had belonged to the Con-
federacy. It has been estimated that in this way
more than $30,000,000 worth of cotton, tobacco, corn,
rice, and other supplies were taken from the South-
ern people in 1865 and 1866 and not accounted for
to the United States government, and this was taken
in addition to the actual property of the Confederacy
which was legally subject to confiscation. Besides
this, the cotton tax of two to three cents a pound—
amounting to $10 to $15 a bale—which was levied
during, and for three years after the war—took $70,-
000,000 from the cotton states.

Capital in all of its forms had disappeared, and
bank stock and deposits, as well as all kinds of bonds
—state, local, and Confederate—were worthless.
Throughout the South there was little money, the
merchants and factors were for the most part ruined,
and the planter was without support to run his plan-
tation. The manufacturing establishments which
existed in 1860 or had developed during the war had
gone the way of most other property, and during the
Reconstruction manufacturing industry recuperated
but slowly in the South. Farm stock in 1865 num-
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bered less than 40 per cent. of that owned in 1860 and
increased very slowly during the Reconstruction.

Land in 1865 and for several years thereafter was
a drug on the market. The planters were ‘‘land
poor’’—that is, they had more land than they could
cultivate or pay taxes on. Many plantations were
being broken up and sold in small lots at from one-
fourth to one-tenth of the prices prevailing in 1860.
Much of the land offered for sale could not be sold
at all owing to the scarcity of capital. After 1865
mortgage sales were monthly events in every county
seat, and it was estimated that by the year 1870 the
greater part of the land in the South had changed
hands.

‘'The white districts were in an even worse condi-
tion than the Black Belt at the end of the war, but
they gradually recovered, and, as compared with the
Black Belt, the end of the Reconstruction saw them
in a better economic position than they had occupied
in 1860. The loss of life and health by war reduced
the laboring force of white men, throughout the
South, but women and children to some extent took
their places. The bad conditions which existed from
1862 to 1867 because of poor crops, raids by the
army, lack of men to work, etc., were bettered as time
went on, especially in the white districts, and brought
to the remote white sections transportation agencies,
which made possible competition of the farm system
area with the plantation system area of the Black
Belt. TUntil the general invasion of 1864 and 1865,
the black counties suffered less than the rest of the
South. Then their stores of supplies were destroyed,
along with the farm stock, implements, bridges, gins,
and mills; fences were burned; ditches were left neg-
lected ; and large tracts of land were allowed to grow
up in bushes. Then, too, the abolition of the slave-
labor system made the labor problem much more
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acute in the Black Belt than it was in the white dis-
triets. - . ;

As previously stated, the working force of men in
the white districts was reduced by the losses in war.
But these losses were replaced in time, and the peo-
ple settled down into their former industrial system
and under conditions more favorable to progress
than were enjoyed by their Black Belt competitors,
by whom especially the problem of free negro labor
had to be solved. Probably a fourth of the slaves
had escaped from slavery during the war, and had
gained some experience as freedmen before the
downfall of the Confederacy, but most of the others
stayed on the farms and plantations until the Fed-
eral columns marched through and through the
South in the spring and summer of 1865, when thou-
sands of them followed these armies and settled
down around the military posts. To the loyal re-
mainder, the masters returning from the Confed-
erate army brought the news of the changed rela-
tion of master and slave, and many of them made
arrangements with their former slaves to finish the
crop of 1865, hiring them for money, or promising
them a share of the crop.

The average Southern white had in 1865, little
faith in free negro labor, for it was the general opin-
ion that without some sort of compulsion the negro
would not work efficiently or regularly, and condi-
tions for several years seemed to justify this opin-
ion. The blacks flocked by thousands to the army
camps, and to towns and cities where they lived
without regular work or food and in disease-scour-
aged quarters. The colored race suffered much dur-
ing the first years of freedom. DeBow estimated
that one-fourth of the negro laborers died or were
disabled during the first five years of freedom. A
general disposition on the part of the negro to move



THE RECONSTRUCTION. 5

at least once a year, the love of hunting, fishing,
church and circus going, and other amusements
which took him from his work prevented any safe
dependence upon black labor. Northern men as
partners or overseers were imported by some South-
ern planters but the experiment failed, and similar -
attempts to induce white laborers to come to the
South met with little success.

Consequently when the Southern legislatures met
in the fall of 1865 the most important problem before
the South was that of the ex-slave. He must work,
obey the laws, respect property, settle down, live up
to his contracts, cease vagrant habits, become re-
sponsible for himself and to others. To assist in
getting the negro into a place in the social order the
legislatures passed a body of laws generally called
the ‘‘Black Codes,’’ which in practically every state
provided for an apprentice system, for the enforce-
ment of contracts, the regulation of hours of labor
and of wages and treatment, and for penalties
against vagrancy. These laws are interesting
mainly for the light they throw on the opinions of the
legislators, for their execution was suspended by the
operations of the Freedmen’s Bureau.

The Bureau, a division of the War Department,
was planned mainly to look after all matters relating
to the blacks. It was to administer confiscated prop-
erty, to furnish supplies to needy and suffering
blacks, and to aid in regulating the labor of the ex-
slave. The general result of its work (1865 to 1868)
was disturbing, for it constantly interferred between
master and servant, and thus rendered the laborers
unreliable and insubordinate. The too minute su-
pervision of the Bureau with regulations unsuited to
Southern conditions, caused the breakdown of the
system, and then the whites and blacks were left to
themselves to work out a new labor system.
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After numerous attempts at hiring for wages,
patriachial protectorates, division of farm produce,
ete., both farmer and planter finally settled upon a
metayage or share system, usually considered by
economists a low form of agricultural organiza-
tion, but at this time probably the only practical
way that could have been devised.

Later several methods of share-working were
evolved from the industrial chaos. They were much
the same in black or white districts, and the usual
designations were ‘“on halves,”” ‘‘third and fourth,’’
and ‘‘standing rent.”’ The tenant ‘‘on halves’’ re-
ceived one-half the crop, did all the work, and fur-
nished his own provisions. The planter furnished
land, houses to live in, seed, ploughs, hoes, teams,
wagons, ginned the cotton, paid for half the ferti-
lizer, and ‘‘went security’’ for the tenant for a
year’s credit at the supply store in the town, or he
furnished the supplies himself and charged them
against the negro’s share of the crop. The ‘‘third
and fourth’’ plan varied according to locality and
time, and depended upon what the tenant furnished.
Sometimes the planter furnished everything, while
the negro gave only his labor and received one-
fourth of the erop; again, the planter furnished all
except provisions and labor, and gave the negro one-
third of the crop. In such cases ‘‘third and fourth”’
was a lower grade of tenancy than ‘‘on halves.”
Later it developed to a higher grade and the tenant
furnished teams and farming implements, and the
planter the rest, in which case the planter received a
third of the cotton, and a fourth of the corn raised.
“‘Standing rent’’ was the highest form of tenancy,
and only responsible persons, white or black, could
rent under that system. It called for a fixed or
“‘standing’” rent for each acre or farm to be paid in
money or in cotton.
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The unit of value in cotton was a 500-pound bale
of middling grade on October the first. Tenants
who had farm stock, farming implements, and sup-
plies or good credit would almost always cultivate
for ‘‘standing rent.”” The planter exercised a con-
trolling direction over the labor and cultivation of a
erop worked ‘“‘on halves;’’ he exercised less direc-
tion over ‘‘third and fourth’’ tenants, and was sup-
posed to exercise no control over tenants who paid
#standing rent.”” In all cases the planter furnished
a dwelling-house free, wood and water (paid for
digging wells), and pasture for the pigs and cows
of the tenant. In all cases the renter had a plot of
ground from one to three acres, rent free, for a vege-
table garden or ‘‘truck patch.’”” Here could be
raised watermelons, sugar-cane, potatoes, sorghum,
cabbage, and other vegetables. Besides his pigs and
cows, every tenant could keep chickens, turkeys,
and guineas, and espeécially dogs, and could hunt in
all the woods around and fish in all the waters. ‘‘On
halves’’ was considered the safest form of tenancy
for both planter and tenant, for the latter was only
an average man, and this method allowed the supe-
rior direction of the planter.

Many negroes worked for wuges—the less intelli-
gent and the unreliable could find no other way to
work—and some of the best of them preferred to
work for wages paid at the end of each week or
month. Wage laborers worked under the immediate
oversight of the farmer or tenant who hired them.
They received $8 to $12 a month and were ‘found,”’
that is, furnished with rations. In the white coun-
ties the negro hired man was often fed in the farm-
er’s kitchen. The laborer, if hired by the year, had
a house, vegetable garden, truck patch, and chickens;
sometimes he was ‘‘found;”’ sometimes he ‘‘found’’
himself. When he was ‘‘found,’’ the allowange for



8 ECONOMIC HISTORY.

a week was three and a half pounds of bacon, a peck
of meal, half a gallon of syrup, and a plug of to-
bacco; his garden and truck patch furnished vege-
tables.” This allowance could be varied and com-
muted. The system was worked out in a few years
following the war and lasted for a long time and al-
most without change.

Both the tenant and the wage laborer had too
many privileges for his own good and for the good
of the planter. The negro should have been paid
more money or given a larger proportion of the crop,
and fewer privileges. He needed more control and
supervision, and the result of giving him a vegeta-
ble garden, a truck patch, a pasture, and the right of
hunting and fishing, was that he took less interest
in the crop, for the privileges were about all that he
wanted.

An essential part of the share system was the cus-
tom of advancing supplies to the tenant with a mort-
gage or lien upon the future crop as security. The
lack of capital after the war forced an extension of
the old ante-bellum credit or supply system. The
merchant, who was also a cotton buyer, advanced
money or supplies until the crop was gathered. Be-
fore the war his security was crop, land, and slaves;
after the war the crop was the principal security,
for land was not in demand.’ Consequently, the crop
was most important to the creditor. Cotton was the
only good cash staple, and the high prices encour-
aged all to raise it. Besides, it was to the interest
of the merchant, even when prices were low, to in-
sist that his debtors raise cotton to the exclusion of
food crops, since much of his money was made by
selling food supplies to them.* Before the war the
planter alone had much credit and a successful one

8 :‘See"uﬂela, ** Agricultural Credit and Crop Mortgagee’ and *The Factorage
ystem."
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did not make use of credit; but after the war all
classes of cotton raisers had to have advances of
supplies. The credit or crop lien system was good
to put an ambitious farmer on the way to independ-
ence, but it was so incentive to the shiftless. Thus
cotton became the universal crop under the credit
and crop lien system, and even when the farmer be-
came somewhat independent, he seldom planted less
of his staple crop, or raised more supplies at home.
The development of the share system did not make
the negroes efficient laborers. They produced less
per capita than the whites and less than they had
produced under slavery. Many of the race worked
only when forced by necessity. A person working
for wages could seldom be relied upon to come back
after payday until his money was spent. The negro
tenants were slovenly, jealous of supervision, and
suspicious of the landlords. Every year the ma-
jority of them moved to new places. They often
neglected their own crops and worked for cash for
someone else. The ‘‘forty acres and a mule”’
delusion also long kept them disturbed. Besides
these reasons for shiftlessness and unreliability,
their political importance during the Reconstruction,
their love of amusements and of church going, their
disposition to flock to towns and cities, their enjoy-
ment of such generous privileges as patch, garden,
fuel, etc., did much to demoralize negro agricultural
labor. Thievery prevented the restocking of the
Black Belt with cattle, hogs and sheep, while fruit
and garden vegetables could not be raised. Thrift-
lessness kept most of the negroes from making eco-
nomic progress, while generosity to neighbors and
kin kept even the industrious from accumulating.
White labor profited by the inefficiency of negro
free labor. The high price of cotton stimulated its
cultivation in districts where formerly it had not
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been grown; the few railroads built during the Re-
construction opened up the white districts, and
better methods of farming were introduced and the
use of fertilizers became general. While from the
black districts many whites moved west to Texas,
in the white counties numerous farmers bought land
who had never owned it before. Thus the white dis-
tricts began to encroach upon the Black Belt, and the
white farmer no longer fled before the expanding
negro labor system.

The misrule of the carpetbag régime seriously af-
fected economic conditions. The expenses of ad-
ministration were necessarily greater after 1865
than before 1861, for the ravages of war had to be re-
paired and the negroes admitted, at much expense,
to citizenship. Property values had greatly de-
clined, making the tax rate consequently higher than
before 1861. Yet upon the already heavy burdens
the reconstructionists piled additional ones. Taxa-
tion rose rapidly, and the public debts of the states
were enormously increased. The Alabama public
debt was five millions of dollars in 1860; in 1874 it
was thirty millions. The debt of South Carolina
was six millions in 1868, and five years later it to-
taled forty millions. The debt of Arkansas in-
creased five-fold ; that of Louisiana ten-fold; that of
Texas three-fold. According to conservative esti-
mates the public debt of the ten reconstructed states
increased about $132,000,000 during the period
1868 to 1872. In 1874 ten Southern states owed
$292,000,000, while the debt of the other twenty-
seven states was no more than this amount. Local
indebtedness in the South increased likewise.*

Corresponding to this reckless increase of the pub-
lic debt taxes as steadily rose. In Louisiana the
state tax rate rose from three and three-fourth mills

*See articles on State Finances, in this volume.
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in 1867 to twenty-one and one-half in 1874, while in
New Orleans and Natchitoches the local rate rose to
thirty and eighty mills, respectively. The state tax
rate was increased three-fold in Texas, and fourteen-
fold in Mississippi. In Alabama the rate was raised
from two mills in 1865 to six mills in 1868, while local
taxes doubled this rate. In 1860 taxes in Montgom-
ery amounted to $30,000, and from 1868 to 1874 to
$90,000. Similar increases took place everywhere
except in Georgia, North Carolina, and Virginia,
which soon escaped from carpetbag rule. The funds
secured by taxing and bonding were for the most
part misused. Capitalists were afraid to invest in
the South under such governments, and property
rapidly declined in value. Enormous quantities of
land were sold for taxes.

Such were the economic conditions of the Recon-
struction. The South, paralyzed by the results of
the war, was prevented from a normal economie re-
covery by the inefficiency of the free negro labor,
and by the misgovernment of the reconstructionists.
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THE ECONOMIC RESULTS OF THE
RECONSTRUCTION.

Tre immediate economic effects of the Recon-
struction were for the most part bad, but some of
the later results have been good. As already men-
tioned, the state and local governments were bur-
dened with enormous debts, to pay the interest upon
which necessitated a heavy tax rate, and so much of
the public funds, both state and local, were used to
pay interest charges that little could be spared for
the proper uses of government, that is to build
and repair roads, bridges, buildings, etc. Property
steadily declined in value during the Reconstruc-
tion and did not rapidly recover afterward. Capital
from the outside was slow to come in, owing to the
chaotic conditions existing during the period 1865
to 1876 and to the political bitterness and the mis-
understandings that continued to exist long after
the whites regained control of the government, and
taxes in the South were still so high as a result of the
Reconstruction extravagance that foreign investors
refused to come in. The repudiation of portions of
the fraudulent bond issues by several of the states
while right and proper, injured the credit of those
states and caused financial opinion to remain unfav-
orable to Southern investments.

The Northern planters and overseers who came
South expected too much of both negroes and whites,
and nearly all of them failed. Many of them then
entered politics. The exodus of Northern planters
and politicians during and after the Reconstruction
also resulted in timidity among outside capitalists,
and kept away immigrants of a better class. The
feelings growing out of the Reconstruction were sim-
ilar in economic effects to those arising out of the
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controversy over slavery, and as a result there was
as little immigration from the crowded North and
from Europe as before the war.

The share system, with the attendant crop lien and
mortgage, existed for years after the Reconstrue-
tion as the prinecipal method of organizing agricul-
tural industry. The plantation store was a necessary
concomitant of the crop-lien system, but the negro
as a laborer was treated as an individual and all ves-
tiges of the squad system or group system disap-
peared. Each laborer stood alone, with no responsi-
bility toward other laborers.

There was during and after the Reconstruction a
rapid increase in the number of small farms and the
average size of the farms declined steadily. Capital
was no longer needed to purchase labor, land was
cheap and a poor man could without difficulty be-
come a land holder. The growth of towns and cities
in the mineral districts gave opportunity for truck
gardening and other varied industries. The experi-
ences of the Reconstruction emancipated the whites
from the belief that only a negro could raise cotton
and rice or work in the hot lowlands.

One of the most striking results of emancipation
and the reorganization of Southern industry was the
rapid development of the white districts and the
decline of the Black Belt, due to the new conditions
affecting both. With the building of railroads
through the mineral and timber regions the white
farmer was given transportation for crops and fer-
tilizers, and with the improved methods adopted the
whites were soon producing quantities of cotton.
The economy of large-scale production was no longer
possible in the Black Belt where the labor was inef-
ficient and under slight control. Social conditions
were such that many of the planters left the country
for the cities, others were sold out under mortgages,
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and poor overseers were left in their places. To
some sections, such as the Atlantic Coast, the white
planters have not returned. The Black Belt never
again produced as much cotton or rice per capita
as before 1860. In 1880 a careful study of cotton
production in all the cotton states was made by the
United States Census, and Dr. E. A. Smith, the in-
vestigator in Alabama, a typical state, summarized
the results as follows:

(1) That the blacks were most thickly settled on
the most fertile soil, that here bad farming methods
prevailed along with the credit and crop-lien system,
that the soil was being rapidly exhausted, and that
here the least product per acre was found; (2) in
sections where the races were about equal the best
system was found, the soils were medium in fertility,
the farms small but well cultivated, and fertilizers
were used; (3) that whites only were found on the
poorest soils, but these by industry and by improved
methods could compete in production with the blacks
on the best soils. In general that the product per
acre and per capita by white farmers is greater than
the product by blacks. The decline of the Clairmont
plantation opposite Natchez may be taken as typical
of Black Belt conditions. In 1860 the plantation pro-
duced 1,000 bales of cotton and 8,000 bushels of corn;
in 1875 it produced 500 bales of cotton and no corn.
In general terms it may be said that the density of
the colored population i1s a sure sign of a fertile
soil and of a low per capita production, that the fer-
tility of the soil being equal, per capita and per acre
production varies inversely as the proportion of the
colored population to the white. In those black
districts, chiefly in Mississippi and Louisiana, where
the whites still exercise control of industry, the re-
sults of free negro labor are better.

But the white has gained steadily on tke black.
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In 1860 it was estimated that the whites produced
12 per cent. of the cotton crop; in 1883, 44 per cent.;
in 1885, 50 per cent.; and in 1893, 70 per cent. The
last estimate is probably too large. The proportion
of whites who work on farms steadily increased and
by 1880 the numbers of the two races so employed
were about equal.

Recent statistics show that the white farmer is
increasing his economic lead over the negro. In
1900, in Lowndes county, Mississippi, where the land
is valued at $9.83 an acre and there are three negroes
to one white, the average per acre production of
cotton is one-third of a bale; in Jones county, where
there are three whites to one negro and land is worth
$2.85 an acre, half a bale to the acre is produced; in
Noxubee county, with five negroes to one white, it
takes three and one-half acres to make a bale; in
Union county, with three whites to one black, it takes
only two and one-half acres to make a bale.

The great cotton-producing states are not the old
slave states, but the new states where white labor
prevails, such as Texas, Oklahoma, etc. The centre
of cotton production has drifted gradually westward
since 1865. The rice industry of Georgia and South
Carolina, dependent upon negro labor, has steadily
declined while the production of rice by whites in
Louisiana and Texas has steadily increased.

The negroes who were scattered through the white
counties made and continue to make progress. Stim-
ulated by the example of the whites, they have ac-
quired land and a number of them have become farm-
ers on a small scale. In general the Black Belt is
getting blacker, though there is a steady drain of the
more intelligent negroes to the cities and to the
North.

The whites have made progress in other things
than cotton and rice culture. They opened the
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mines of the Southern Appalachians, cut the tim-
ber, built and operated railroads and factories, and
developed commerce. Truck gardening later devel-
oped, and also fruit growing. Largely because of the
decline of the plantation system the white districts
have developed the new cities—such as Atlanta and
Birmingham —the railroad systems, the mines and
factories. Many conditions in the South continue to
hamper the white as well as the black worker, but
still it may be said that the most important single
result of the destruction of the slave-labor system
was the economic emancipation of the average white
man.
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AREAS OF CULTIVATION IN THE SOUTH.

N the forty-four years that have elapsed
since the close of the war a tremendous trans-
formation has taken place in the land areas
of the South. Then, by far the larger part
of this area was forest land; to-day, forests capable
of immediately affording merchantable lumber oc-
cupy but a small fraction of the total land surface of
the South. The excellence of the lumber made from
the long-leaf pine, the large profits from the lumber
business, and the almost universal desire of farmers
to clear away the timber so as to be able to take fresh
land into eultivation, have resulted in probably the
most rapid and reckless destruction of forests known
to history.

By no means all of the area from which the origi-
nal forest has been stripped is now in eultivation.
Much of it is now practically unproductive cut-over
land, or waste, bare, uncultivated old fields, or pas-
ture lands. The nine years that have passed since
the taking of the last census render it impossible to
institute exact comparisons between the acreage cul-
tivated at the close of the war and the area now un-
der the plow.

In the following table a comparison is made be-
tween the improved land included in farms in 1870
and the improved land included in farms in 1900,
taking as 100 the total area of farm land in each
state at each date.

Per CENT. oF FarRM LaND IMPROVED.

1870 1900
VATEINIR o h o atore B o e oo s orer ok o oL T 45.0 50.7
Maryland. .. . G 0L 500000 SRS 64.6 68.0
KENtUCKY sfoioies 1 et L L e L L Por P p s 43.4 62.5
North Carolina..cceeeeeeevececeaene.. 26.5 36.6
South Carolina...... ... o e 0o i 2400 41.3
MIBBOUTT. . o v cvvevennansisaes s oadod 42.1 67.4

Yol. 6—2. 17
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1870 1900
TONDOENEE olels's o Pareio srtolote S ens & orogeelsis 3 34.9 50.4
Indian Territory. .. .. oo o oe e ss S 42.1
OKlahomar, .o o T S ) e AL 35.1
West Virginiaeeeeeeeeeeeesecrseeness 30.3 51.6
(CT0, ¢ T VRARNL T L a0k (¥ o s 4 KSR 28.9 40.2
AIRDATOR Fe s ik PR hr e le o b o s fosie 33.8 41.8
FAOTIHG <ot e i Y e T L . 31.0 34.6
eXASt o hBos it s e N et b il o hetols 16.1 15.6
JONISIANRG oy SRS Sttt d Ll (R hal 29.1 42.2
ATkaEaR Y Lol o e AV T L o I8 24, 41.8
B0 SRS o) WA 32.1 41.6

From this table it is evident that the area of
cultivation on the land included in farms greatly
increased in the period between 1870 and 1900. ‘

The regions making the greatest gains in culti-
vated areas since 1865 are the following:

1. Texas and Oklahoma, through the westward ex-
tension of settlement and cultivation, and the change
of large areas in these states from cattle ranges into
plowed fields.

2. The long-leaf pine belt near the coast, where
the farmer followed the lumberman.

3. The Piedmont section. The area of cleared and
cultivated land was pushed fo the foot of the Blue
Ridge and the Allegheny Mountains after it was
found that the use of commercial fertilizers made
possible there the earlier maturity of cotton and
hence its profitable cultivation.

Among the crops extensively cultivated in 1865 and
still widely grown in the Southern states, the most
rapid extension of areas occurred with cotton, ce-
reals, sugar, and tobacco. The chief incentive to
clearing throughout the greater part of the region
mentioned was the desire to grow more cotton. In
restricted regions in Virginia, North Carolina, Ken-
fucky, and Tennessee, much of the clearing or de-
struction of forests was done for the purpose of
growing larger areas of tobacco, a crop for which
fresh land was considered even more important than
for cotton.



LAND. 19

Between 1865 and 1909 the area cultivated in sugar
cane in Louisiana has increased many fold, without
making any considerable demands on the wooded
area, this extension being largely a reoccupation of
the extensive area devoted to sugar cane in the fif-
ties.

Most phenomenal in its rapid conversion of cheap
grazing or waste land into extensive areas of highly
valuable cultivated and irrigated fields is the rice in-
dustry of southwestern Louisiana, and southeastern
Texas, which is a development of the last three
decades.
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CHANGES IN THE AGRICULTURAL METH-
ODS AND PLANTATION SYSTEMS
OF THE SOUTH.

TrERE is a strong contrast between agricultural
conditions in the few years immediately following
1865 and those in the first decade of the Twentieth
century.

The prevailing method on cotton plantations for
some years after the war and during the Reconstruc-
fion was employment of negro labor, chiefly for
wages or on the share or ‘‘cropping’’ system. In
either case the laborer worked under the close super-
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vision of the landowner or of his hired superintend-
ent. Now most of the negro laborers employed in
cotton production are renters, working with little or
no supervision. Then the laborer was dependent
upon the landlord for his food and other supplies,
and was encouraged to produce as large a proportion
of these as practicable. Now, through the operation
of the credit system and crop-lien laws, the renter
usually has little or no dealing with the landlord, but
generally draws his supplies from a merchant. This
divorcement of the landlord from practically all voice
in the management of the land and from direction
of the tenant’s labor is largely responsible for the
impoverishment of the soil of the South.

In spite of this unnecessary tendency for rented
Southern fields to deteriorate, the yield of cotton and
of tobacco per acre has been fairly well maintained
or increased. This anomaly is explained by the fact
that the use of commerecial fertilizers has rapidly in-
creased during the last four decades, and this has
masked the effects of declining fertility due to the
ill-treatment of many fertile soils. The Southern
states in 1907 used 2,786,430 tons of commercial fer-
tilizer.

One effect of the general use of fertilizers on cot-
ton east of the Mississippi River has been greatly to
extend the area in which cotton can be profitably cul-
tivated. Fertilizers hasten the maturity of the cot-
ton plant; hence, cotton culture has spread well up
into the foothills of the mountains. Fertilizers make
cotton culture profitable also on some of the sandy
soils near the coast where without them the soil was
considered too poor for cultivation. The regions
thus conquered for cotton by fertilizers lie well be-
yond the belt in which slave owners settled before
the war, and have been occupied chiefly by whites
attracted by the relatively cheap price of land.
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This, together with the westward extension of cot-
ton culture, has resulted in another contrast between
1866 and 1908. Then by far the greater part of the
cotton crop was produced by negroes, while now
more cotton is produced by white than by negro
labor.

Though there was always in the South an insuffi-
cient production of home supplies by the average
farmer and planter, the decrease in the production
of food materials or home supplies marks a change
in plantation methods of profound economic import-
ance. Many causes have contributed to this condi-
tion. Among them we may note the following:

1. The almost exclusive use of cotton as the basis
of credit to farmers, and the absence of adequate
working capital in farming.

2. The want of foresight, a tempermental charac-
teristic of a large body of the more ignorant and
thoughtless class of negro renters.

3. The general prevalence of the renting system
with its exemption from direction and control. This
reduces the number of ‘‘hands’’ working for wages
under the direction of those who have most foresight
and intelligence and most interest in building up a
more diversified and restorative system of agricul-
ture, by which food crops would be grown.

4. The insufficiency of home supplies is partly due
also to the indifference or approval of the advancing
merchant, who, to sell supplies at a profit from his
store, usually urges that the maximum acreage be
put in cotton.

5. The greater familiarity of the body of agricul-
tural laborers in the cotton belt with cotton culture
than with diversified agriculture.

6. The almost universal system of annual or short
term rentals and the absence of any general system
of valuing the young grain crops that might be grow-
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ing at the end of the renter’s period of tenancy.
This in many states keeps the more enterprising
class of tenants from growing fall-sown crops, such
as wheat or oats.

In the cotton belt, therefore, the tendency among
a great number of the unprogressive farmers and
laborers has been to rob the soil, to drift into a one-
crop uneconomic system of farming, and to neglect
the production of home supplies.

Alongside of this broad sluggish current of shift-
lessness, flows in an exactly opposite direction a
narrower, but swifter, current of progress, which
embraces those farmers whose methods are an im-
provement on those of their fathers. In every South-
ern state, and in almost every locality of the state,
are found some who are yearly making their lands
richer, their harvests greater and more varied, and
who are bringing their thought and practice more
into accordance with the teachings of scientific agri-
culture. Evidence of their improved practice is found
in their larger yields of cotton, corn, and other crops,
through the judicious unse of commercial fertilizers,
rotation of crops, and more effective agricultural im-
plements. Agricultural progress is indicated also
by the fact that the number of letters received an-
nually from farmers by the agricultural experiment
stations is many times the number of such inquiries
in the decade following the establishment of these
institutions in 1888. So great has become the de-
mand for the publications of the agricultural experi-
ment stations, that the printing bills now overtax the
financial resources of these institutions. Likewise
the subscription lists of the leading agricultural
papers of the South have increased several hundred
per cent, within the past ten years.

As a result of this agricultural awakening, every
Southern state from Virginia to Texas has laws rela-
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tive to the teaching of the subject of elementary agri-
culture in the public schools.

Other results are the official inspection of fertili-
zers, stock foods, and seeds used by the farmer, to
the end that he may be protected against fraud, and
the fact that the production of home supplies is now
the rule on the best managed farms.

New food-producing industries have sprung up in
scattered communities throughout the South, nota-
bly, trucking and fruit growing; and peanut culture
has spread in Virginia, North Carolina, and Texas;
bee culture in Texas and elsewhere, and the dairy
and poultry industry everywhere; also the breeding
of the highest types of cattle, horses, and sheep, es-
pecially in Kentucky, Tennessee, and the growth of
the apple production; and the last decades have wit-
nessed the evolution of the rice industry in the south-
western part of Louisiana and in the southern part
of Texas, where by far the greater part of the annual
production of about 600,000,000 pounds grows.
Within the last three years a still newer rice-grow-
ing region is developing in Arkansas near the Mis-
sissippi River.

Between 1870 and 1900 South Carolina, Georgia,
and Florida more than doubled their acreage in
sweet potatoes; Georgia made five-fold increase and
Alabama a still greater increase in the production
of syrup, each of these two states in 1900 approach-
ing a yield of 4,000,000 gallons.

In the years immediately following the war, com-
mercial horticulture was little more than market
gardening on a very limited scale for the supplying
of the local demand around the small Southern cities.
Now the South is the truck garden for all the great
Northern cities, and many millions of revenue have
been returned to the Southern farmer.

In 1909, according to press reports, a limited area
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in southern Texas shipped more than 2,800 carloads
of onions. In 1907 the little town of Crystal Springs,
Mississippi, shipped 1,054 carloads of vegetables,
of which 660 were tomatoes. It is estimated that
the South ships annually more than 5,000 carloads
of tomatoes.

Among the centres of truck-farming of to-day are
Norfolk, Wilmington, Charleston, Mobile, New Or-
leans, and a number of shipping points in Florida
and Texas.

The production of special fruits, notably peaches
and strawberries, and in Florida, oranges and other
citrus fruits, and pineapples, has affected special lo-
calities rather than the entire South.

In a single recent year 6,000 carloads of peaches
were shipped from Georgia, though the industry is
by no means confined to this state.

Another great change and improvement is the in-
creased yields of staple crops, per acre. In spite of
the fact that the average yield is lowered by the large
mass of farmers who have not yet been reached by
the leaven of improved methods, there is now more
wheat and corn produced per acre than was the case
on the fresher soils four decades ago. The following
comparisons of mean average yields per acre ex-
emplify this general truth:

MEAN AVERAGE YIELD PER ACRE.

Per Cent. increase
1866-7-8 1905-6-7-9 in Productiveness.

So. Carolins, corn, bushels peracre 8.6 11.8 37
Alabama, corn, bushels per acre... 12.0 15.3 28
Tennessee, wheat, bushels per acre 6.8 10.4 53
Kentucky, wheat, bushels per acre 7.7 12.3 60

Were it possible to institute comparisons between
the yields secured by the best farmers then and now,
the contrast would be even more striking in favor of
the modern disciples of scientific agriculture.

The following table shows the size of farms in the
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Southern states according to the census of 1870 and
the corresponding size as shown by the census of
1900:

AVERAGE NUMBER OFF ACRES IN FARMS.

1870 1900
BrEinIa A et skl Jaiabbe it 246 118.6
T e e S NS A e L] 167 112.4
ECTI Oy P e 7y o o ST A L 158 93.7
North Carolinas. b i .2 4. 80 v ol v saies, 212 101.3
SoUBhCATolinas. NaSaat. e oo vte ol s s 233 90.0
SO s 5 Tanke LAt LT L N FER T 146 119.3
pliennessce : Fiadl atda b igsr o ifs 201s goiobiy o 166 90.6
IR TPOINIUONT § olu el o 5 s/ o o ot epo s eins o s T 159.7
OKIalomalst s S S S TN L e L 251.5
(W OSVITZININ v B« e gl Sorb e 2o s oo 214 114.7
(S AT R S AT v el et 338 117.5
EAlEDama’ .55 M ST e s 222 92.7
RIoriday s 11 45 a2l A R 3 A S 232 106.9
DLt e e B AA AN o e gkt 301 8572
Pollislanaf ot b CLf o Anhl e ggiet.. 247 95.4
ABEanSas S b ol i W e L 154 93.1
3R Ty A N ] 5 £ S e G EEAY 193 82.6

From the above figures it may be seen that the ap-
parent size of farms in the South was much smaller
in 1900 than thirty years before. This condition is
more apparent than real and is explained by the fact
that the census enumerates as a ‘‘farm’’ each tract
of land cultivated by a renter, although there are
often many renters on a single plantation; hence the
above figures give but little idea of the size of farm
holdings, though they indicate a great increase in
the number of tenant farmers during the period un-
der discussion.

The most profound change that agriculture in the
western part of the cotton belt has experienced since
the war has been effected by the Mexican cotton boll
weevil. This small insect-enemy of cotton crossed
the Rio Grande into Texas in 1892, advanced steadily
northward through Texas and into Oklahoma, and
eastward, until at the close of 1909 its vanguard oc-
cupied the southern part of Mississippi, within a few
miles of the Alabama line. The extension of the cot-
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ton boll weevil over the entire cotton belt is confi-
dently expected by all authorities.

This pest has caused many farmers to abandon
cotton culture, has contracted credit in the regions
affected, and has brought a veritable panic in its
wake. It has greatly reduced the total cotton crop
in the area where it is present, a loss which is veiled
by the rapid extension of the cotton-growing area
further into the western part of Texas, a part of that
state which has not yet been invaded. As partial
compensation for the havoe wrought in cotton pro-
duction, credit, and land values, the boll weevil has
hastened some beneficial reforms in agricultural
practice. It has enormously stimulated the produec-
tion of truck and fruit, the development of livestock
farming, and all other forms of diversification.
Moreover, the presence of the boll weevil has made
it necessary that every farmer in that region who
would continue to grow cotton with profit should
adopt more scientific methods of farming, including
better preparation, intensive cultivation, early plant-
ing of rather early varieties of cotton, and rational
fertilization,—all with the aim of causing the cotton
plant to form early in the season a large number of
bolls (fruits) before the excessive multiplication of
the weevil occurs, as it does in the latter part of the
growing season.

The result of the boll weevil invasion has been to
drive out of the business of cotton growing the least
intelligent and least progressive farmers. The in-
jury has been most felt by those communities in
which a large proportion of the population consists
of negro renters. For a few years after the advent
of the boll weevil in a section, there is panic among
capitalists, laborers, and landowners. Then, in
communities with a sufficiency of labor, floating capi-
tal, and transportation facilities, readjustment is ef-
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fected; improved methods of cotton culture are
adopted ; larger amounts of other farm products are
produced; the panic is dissipated, the value of land
rises; and diversified farming succeeds the former
one-crop system.

Another condition that within the past few years
has begun to influence Southern agriculture in the
direction of the production of more and better live-
stock is the eradication of the Southern cattle tick.
This common parasite on cattle, closely related to the
true insects, is the only known means of conveying
the microscopic organisms that produce tick fever,
a disease that causes more sickness and deaths
among Southern cattle than all other diseases com-
bined. The annual loss to the stockmen of the
South, caused by this parasite, has been estimated
at more than $40,000,000. Recently, especially since
1905, the national and state governments have been
waging war against this pest. As a result, the re-
gion chiefly in and near the Alleghany mountains,
that has been freed from ticks within the last decade
has an area about equal to that of the combined areas
of South Carolina and Mississippi. Here, in future,
cattle can be raised in larger numbers and at much
greater profit than formerly. The extension of the
livestock industry is always accompanied by a more
diversified and profitable agriculture.
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