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INTRODUCTION TO VOLUME VIIL.

SN T is a matter for deep regret that the
general introduction to the three vol-
umes of this work which treat specifi-
cally of the literary and intellectual de-
velopment of the South should not have

been written by the editor to whom they were in-

trusted. No other Southerner of this generation
was better fitted than the late Professor Henneman,
through sympathy, training, and knowledge, to view
our literary past in proper perspective, to estimate
‘adequately our current production in all depart-
ments of literature and scholarship, and to give the
encouragements and cautions likely to be of serv-
ice to those neophytes of the present who bid fair
to become the trained writers and scholars of the
future. And apart from his admirable general
equipment Professor Henneman was uniquely quali-
fied to furnish an introduction to these volumes be-
cause he occupied toward them the position of an
architect toward a building. He conceived the edi-
fice as a whole, and it may be almost literally said
that he drew the plan of every apartment. Unlike
an architect, he would have joined himself to the
workmen he had selected and would have made him-
self responsible for the construction of more than
one integral portion of the work he had planned.

This was not to be, but the task he left unfinished

has been carried on to completion in the spirit with

which he began it, and, as far as possnble, along the
lines he traced.

It is no part of an introducer’s duty to attempt to
forestall judgments; but I think that in view of the

av



XVI INTRODUCTION.

fact that I have no personal responsibility for the
chapters that follow, I may venture to point out how
thoroughly they cover the field of Southern litera-
ture, and how excellently, in some cases, they sup-
ply information that will be vainly sought elsewhere.
Setting aside the volumes devoted to fiction and ora-
tory, and considering only the papers of historical
and ecritical quality which constitute a codperative
history of the South’s intellectual development, we
are first impressed by the fact that the range of
Southern literary, scientific, and broadly philosophi-
cal efforts is far wider than the outside world or
most Southerners seem to have thought.

The section has always been noted for its orators,
and since the war enough Southern men and women
have won reputations by their novels and short
stories to make the term ‘‘Southern Fiction,’’ both
intelligible to the average reader and useful rather
than amusing to the student. The phrases ‘“South-
ern Poetry’’ and ‘‘Southern Poets’’ also find their
way into textbooks and essays on American litera-
ture, but they searcely carry much definite meaning
for the reader, and one is sometimes inclined to won-
der whether the knowledge and tastes of the pro-
fessors and crities who employ them might not fairly
be described as prevailingly geographical. Yet Poe,
Timrod, Hayne, and Lanier form a group that is
both distinet and important, and, even though we
should consent—as we would not—to pass over in
silence their minor contemporaries, we ought to re-
member that the South to-day can boast of as many
true poets as any other section can. This is not the
day, and perhaps America thus far is not the coun-
try of truly great poets; but surely one of the best
ways to speed the coming of great poets is to give
reasonable encouragement to such poets as we have
and, if Southerners do not specially encourage their
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own versifying compatriots, it is quite certain that
these servants of the Muses will receive scant con-
sideration in other quarters. A recent manual of
American literature, the hospitable catholicity of
which verges in some respects upon the ridiculous,
does not include in its elaborate index any reference
to Randall and his ‘‘Maryland, My Maryland,’’ or
to Father Ryan, Dr. Ticknor, and Irwin Russell
among the dead, or to Father Tabb and Mr. Madison
Cawein among the living. The two chapters in the
present work which deal with Southern poetry are,
I submit, neither superfluous nor unduly sectional.
Even less superfluous are the chapters devoted to
science and scholarship, to the professions, and to
the arts other than literature. The notion that the
Southerner of the old régime was little more than a
gentleman of charming manners and old-fashioned
culture has taken such root in the popular mind that
but few Southern names not connected with public
life or with service in the War of Secession have
become familiar to the entire nation. One or two
eminent surgeons, a few writers on scientific sub-
jects like Maury and the Le Contes, an occasional
editor and professor may be exceptions, more or less,
to this general statement; but the fact remains that
the South is considered by many to have been a
negligible factor in the intellectual development of
the country. The most versatile and prolific man
of letters produced by what we call the Old South,
William Gilmore Simms, has often been confused
with the gallant commander of the Alabama. The
accomplished historian of Louisiana, Charles Ga-
yarré, escapes notice in books that would certainly
have mentioned him if he had treated a New England
theme. Not one man in a hundred has any idea of
the part played by Southern physicians who have
settled in New York. To most persons the elective
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system is a Harvard discovery and emphasis upon
English studies a matter of yesterday; but the
Southerner who is at all interested in such matters
smiles and recalls the name of Thomas Jefferson.

It would be idle, of course, to suppose that this
state of affairs is due entirely to sectional preju-
dice and conceit on the part of our fellow Americans.
Neither the Old South nor the New can fairly be
said to have rivalled New England and the Middle
States in contributing to the intellectual develop-
ment of the nation, nor have Southern writers been
discreetly zealous in making known what their sec-
tion has actually accomplished. If less had been
claimed for Poe by the South, more would already
have been granted him by common consent. If the
historical societies and the colleges and universities
of the South had been as active in research and pub-
lication during the past forty years as they have
been during the past ten, the culture history of the
section would be far better known to the country at
large. It is no reflection on the South to make this
statement, for it is only of late that the much har-
rassed region has attained the degree of social and
economic stability that is requisite to scholarly pro-
duction upon an extensive scale. But it would be
unfair to dwell upon the world’s ignorance and neg-
lect of Southern achievements—to which Southern-
ers are supposed to be peculiarly sensitive—without
bearing in mind our own backwardness in chroni-
cling what we have performed.

It is the aim of these volumes to remove as far as
may be this reproach; and, when the following chap-
ters are duly weighed and are considered in connec-
tion with those upon education and the fine arts in-
cluded in another division of the work, it would seem
that at least adequate materials have been gathered
to enable all who are interested in Southern culture
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to make a fair estimate of its breadth and depth. How
far a codperative enterprise on a large scale stimu-
lates and directs interest in such matters remains
an open question; but there can be little doubt that
henceforward historians, essayists, and ecritics,
whether Southern or not, will draw upon the infor-
mation here gathered and will devote greater atten-
tion to the part played by the section in the intel-
lectual life of America. Through these writers, as
well as through students and readers of the vol-
umes so generously planned, the public will in time
be reached, and the misconceptions and prejudices
which now exist will be slowly dissipated. To have
contributed to this salutary result, it will be seen,
entitles many men and women of the New South to
the gratitude not only of their fellow Southerners,
but of their fellow Americans; and the fact that so
many competent contributors could have been se-
cured for this undertaking is one of the best proofs
that can be given of the widespread intellectual
activity of the Southern people at the present time.

The points I have been making might be illus-
trated from almost any of the chapters that consti-
tute this volume; but two or three may be selected
to serve my purpose. The chapter on English Stud-
ies in the South, which in the main Professor
Henneman contributed originally to The Sewanee
Review, will convince any reader that the South
vields to no other section in the part it has played in
one of the most important and interesting educa-
tional movements that have taken place in this coun-
try. The emphasis that has been laid of late years
upon the study of English in our schools and colleges
is not merely a sign of our modernity and our utili-
tarianism, as a people, nor is it a fact of pedagogical
importance only. It is in large measure a result of
social conditions incident to democratic expansion
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in a new and unconfined country, and it has been an
important factor in the assimilation, through educa-
tion, of large masses of our alien population. But
the South is popularly supposed to have been the
home of the aristocrat, not of the democrat, and your
Southern gentleman is depicted as an inveterate
quoter of Horace and Virgil and an incontinent con-
temner of the vernacular literature, at least of most
English books written since the days of Dr. Johnson
and of all American writings whatsoever. Yet, if
we turn to Dr. Henneman’s chapter what do we dis-
cover? Certainly that here, as almost everywhere,
the extraordinarily creative and far-seeing mind of
Thomas Jefferson is to be found working, and that
in a real sense he may be regarded as the pioneer
of systematic English studies in America. We find
also that perhaps the most important concerted and
plainly effective impetus given in the last generation
to English study and teaching in this country is to
be credited to a Southern scholar and teacher—not
a writer of textbooks but a maker of teachers—Pro-
fessor Thomas Randolph Price, incumbent of the
chairs of Greek and English in Randolph-Macon Col-
lege, Virginia.

Greek and English! the conjunction is ausplclous
and not fortuitous. A great teacher thoroughly im-
bued with the spirit of the ancient classies, not
merely a walking respository of dead learning, in-
terprets the literature of his own race to young men
eager to upbuild the shattered social fabrie of their
native section, and under his inspiration and instrue-
tion a body of trained teachers of English goes forth
to labor, not in the South alone but throughout the
Union, goes forth to train up teachers who in their
turn shall pass on the torch of scholarship to gen-
erations yet unborn. No small work this, and the
man who deserves most credit for it was honored
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for his own scholarship by one of our great univer-
sities and for his character by all who knew him;
yet the far-reaching effects wrought by him, being
intangible, have never been understood by the pub-
lic, and his name, unsupported by a monument of
scholarship, will abide with us only in the event of
the development of a greater interest in the things
of the mind and of a more discriminating spirit of
gratitude than a democracy is likely to exhibit. Such,
however, has always been the fate of men who have
not worked in permanent materials or exploited
their own personalities in a dazzling and dominating
way. It is almost idle to regret that human nature
is what it is, but it is not idle to emphasize the
South’s part in the spread of vernacular culture—
the work of Price, of Lanier, of Baskervill, of
Henneman,—or to express the hope that in the fu-
ture as in the past this democratic culture will never
be sharply separated from that aristocratic culture
which is generated and fostered by continued study
of the literatures of Greece and Rome. If I may
judge from my own experience the men and women
who know their classiecs, if only slightly, have an im-
mense advantage in all that concerns literature and
humane scholarship over those who know their
classics only through translations or not at all. Thus
far the classical tradition, if I may so phrase it, has
been less questioned in the South than in any other
part of this country-—whether or not this has in-
volved a truer study of the classics and not mere lip-
service; and I cannot forbear expressing the belief
that in their classical heritage Southerners possess
an invaluable stimulus and aid to the production of
a literature of permanent worth. Perhaps the very
modern—and shall I venture to say very crude—
literary standards and ideals of the country at large
are destined to triumph in the South along with ‘‘up
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to date’’ business methods and amorphous political
and social conceptions; but, until I am forced to
acknowledge such a deplorable consummation, I
shall cherish the hope that the South will maintain
to a reasonable extent the old standards and ideals,
and that the young country will come in time and
as a whole to recognize that they should be cherished
because they are valid, not discarded because they
are old.

How valid they have seemed to some of the choic-
est spirits of the South appears abundantly in the
chapter which Professor Charles Forster Smith has
written on ‘‘The South’s Contributions to Classi-
cal Studies.”” Professor Smith could not point to
the fact that his own career admirably illustrates
what the classies have done for Southern culture and
character and what Southern scholars have done for
the advancement of learning throughout the coun-
try; but he could dwell with just appreciation npon
the prevalence of the classical tradition in the in-
tellectual life of his native section and he could point
to an imposing line of eminent teachers of Greek and
Latin the value of whose services it would be diffi-
cult to overestimate. This line practically begins
with the founding of the University of Virginia; for,
modern though he was, Jefferson was too wise to
rush in upon those paths of iconoclasm which some
leading educationalists of our own day have so
blithely trod. The advent of George Long as first
professor of the classics in the new institution was
one of the most important events in the educational
history of the South. Recognition of the classics
as a great formative element in culture was part
of the South’s heritage; but profound study of them
in the light of continental scholarship might have
been long delayed but for the coming of the English-
man and for his wise choice of Gessner Harrison as
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his successor. Of the work of the latter and of the
men he trained—work by no means confined to the
higher institutions—it is needless for me to speak.
Professor Smith has presented the facts without ex-
aggerating their import. It may not be amiss, how-
ever, for one whose studies, more by accident per-
haps than by choice, have lain in the modern field,
to bear testimony to the inspiration he has received
throughout his life from his contact with Southern
men whose knowledge and love of the literatures of
Greece and Rome has been as the breath of their
being. To have been taught by Norwood and Price
and Peters, to have known Gildersleeve and McCabe
and Forster Smith and Bain has meant more to me
than any of these accomplished scholars has ever
suspected, and I trust that a century hence some
teacher of English will be impelled, as I am now, to
express his gratitude to the Southern successors of
the men I have just named. There should be no
rivalry, only the strongest bonds of comprehension
and sympathy between students of the humanities
whether old or new.

This leads me to remember that history is, or at
least always should be, one of the humanities, and
that of late there has been great activity throughout
the South in historical studies. The allied subjects of
political theory and of economics have also received
some attention, and, in view of the important part
played in the nation’s development by the older
Southern statesmen, it is much to be hoped that the
present interest in this broad group of studies, to
which biography should be joined, will be main-
tained. Many of the ensuing chapters are them-
selves manifestations of this interest. The public
should know more than it does about the Southern
Literary Messenger and the reviews of the Old
South, and it should encourage the men who are con-
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ducting the few Southern periodicals of to-day. It
should also not allow the achievements of such news-
papers as the Enquirer and Ezaminer of Richmond
and the Mercury of Charleston to become matters of
vague memory, much as the names of their brilliant
and once influential editors have become. It is not
necessary that we should think and write as those
journalists did, any more than that we should pro-
duce lawyers of the old time erudition and quaint
charm. Our editors need not be fire-eaters, nor our
statesmen reactionaries. Neither, on the other hand,
need we forget our traditions and bend all our ener-
gies toward transforming ourselves into something
that approximates the average American of some
other section. It seems much more desirable that
we should endeavor to comprehend what our fathers
stood for, especially in all matters relating to self-
government, then study calmly our own situation,
and resolutely acknowledge and adopt the principles
and policies that seem to be most consonant with our
welfare. So far as my own studies allow me to
judge, no other people or fraction of a people has a
more admirable body of publicists from whose writ-
ings inspiration and guidance may be derived. That
in many cases these statesmen and publicists of the
South—Washington, Jefferson, Madison, Marshall,
Calhoun—are the nation’s also is a fact for which
neither the seetion nor the union can be too thank-
ful; but there are not a few writers on public mat-
ters who are more distinetively scctional than na-
tional, Stephens and Davis, for example, whom the
Southerner of to-day, and the American too for that
matter, may study with great advantage. If I may
be so bold as to express an opinion on a topic which
has occupied me but little of late years, I should like
to suggest that for lessons of constructive states-
manship the writings of the older Southern publi-
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cists are invaluable, while for lessons of definite and
resolute policy the writings of the later group are
almost equally instructive. The high ideals and the
broad intellectual and imaginative sweep, to say
nothing of the wholesome practicality of the Revolu-
tionary leaders and the Founders of the Union raise
them to the highest place as exemplars, and I can-
not but think that their state papers form one of the
most important sections of American literature, a
section which we shall undervalue, if, as is too often
done, we make originality of thought our prime de-
mand, instead of sound validity and wide applica-
bility. Our early statesmen undoubtedly owed much
to the statesmen and publicists of England and
France, but this fact does not lessen the praectical
value of their writings. One of the defects of our
present comparative and evolutionary methods of
study is the undue emphasis they give to originality
and priority. On the other hand, we are all, men of
thought and action alike, too prone to make mere
success our standard of value, and judged by such a
standard the writings of the later Southern pub-
licists must inevitably be found wanting, unless one
is careful to define the meaning of success. Much
that they did and wrote is certainly valueless save
as a warning, but I must repeat that the definiteness
and resoluteness displayed by them ought to stand
the present generation of Southerners in very good
stead. The South still has its great problem to solve,
and in the performance of its task it needs the con-
structive wisdom of the founders and the definite-
ness and the resoluteness of thought and expression
displayed by men who have been carefully excluded
from ecertain lists of great American statesmen.
Problems that are solved blindly and indirectly are
often only half solved—if that.

But I am getting into deep water, and I ought in-
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continently to retreat toward the safe shores of
literature. Yet no one more than your student en-
joys a plunge—that is an occasional plunge—in the
ocean of life; and after all, according to some critics,
when one is dealing with literature, one is really
dealing with life. That means, I suppose, that my
shore is only an illusory one, and that I may as
well continue to make myself as comfortable as I
can in the waves. I proceed therefore, dropping my
figures of speech, to observe that the master prob-
lem of the entire country seems to be to-day what it
has always been, the problem of securing to every
citizen equality of opportunity, that is to say, the
problem of establishing a true democracy. This
problem has been at no time near solution, and it
has assumed varying aspects during different pe-
riods and in different sections of the country. At
present we are chiefly inclined to envisage three
aspects of it—the relations of capital and labor, the
rights of the public to control combinations of capi-
tal, especially such as are invested in so-called natu-
ral monopolies, and the status of races and the two
sexes. It is plain that every citizen of the United
States is vitally interested in all these aspects or
phases of our perennial and universal problem, yet
that one aspect or phase is of peculiar moment to
the people of the South. It is equally true, however,
that each aspect is related with every other, and
there is danger ahead for any section that isolates
one aspect and treats it as though it were an integral
and peculiar problem. It is for the Southern people
of to-day and of the generations that follow to ask
themselves whether they really understand the great
problem that confronts every intelligent citizen of
this country, whether they accept the meanings at-
tached by the other sections to the words democracy
and citizenship, and whether, if they do not, they are
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sufficiently trained in clear thought and expression
and sufficiently bold, to make their political and so-
cial ideals prevail, certainly throughout the South,
and perhaps throughout the country. This means, in
the last analysis, that the leaders of Southern opin-
ion have a tremendous task before them which they
must fail of accomplishing if they neglect to culti-
vate the entire group of the humane studies in the
broadest sense of the term. History and literature,
economics and sociology and the theory of polities
and law must be studied by Southerners with in-
creasing devotion and acumen, and the lessons
learned must be applied with ever-greater intelli-
gence and resolution if the section is to maintain its
individuality and augment its prestige. In the light
of this fact the inception and completion of the pres-
ent undertaking must be regarded as a phenomenon
of unparalleled importance in the history of South-
ern publications. No such stock-taking, if I may use
a commercial term, has ever been known in the South
before, and its beneficial results ought to be wide-
spread and lasting.

One of the most interesting disclosures made by
this stock-taking is described in Dr. George F. Mel-
len’s chapter, ‘‘Contributions of New England and
the North to the South’s Culture.”” That the South
owed not a little to Northern wealth and intelligence
and energy was long ago known to all persons inter-
ested in Southern history, and the part played in
Southern education by the Northern tutor or school-
master has been described in numerous books; but
I doubt whether many readers of Dr. Mellen’s chap-
ter will be able to affirm that it did not greatly
deepen and widen their conception of the essential
solidarity of the country. We of the South are not
so peculiar a people as we suppose ourselves to be,
and, fortunately, the more closely we scrutinize our-
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selves the more we perceive that, save in certain re-
stricted circles of society in restricted areas, our
characteristics natural and acquired are those of
our fellow-Americans, at least of those who were
born in the country.

It is sometimes said that the South is really the
most American part of America, and so far as con-
cerns intermixture of races this is probably true.
It is also true in a measure so far as concerns ideas
and institutions. No other section has of late shown
such an interest in public education, and no idea is
more distinctively American than the idea that every
child within the borders of a state should receive at
least the elements of the training that is needed for
the making of good citizens. When we think of edu-
cation, we naturally think of schools and colleges as
the institutions through which the idea of popular
education is made effective; but the public library
is a scarcely less important institution for the train-
ing of citizens, and it may almost be called a pecu-
liarly American institution. It was long before the
library idea, so to speak, spread to the South, not
because the people did not appreciate books, but be-
cause the structure of society and the distribution
of wealth were not propitious to the founding and
fostering of public libraries. Even in the Old South,
however, there were good collections of books, as is
shown for example in interesting monographs by Dr.
Stephen B. Weeks and Professor Yates Snowden,
and to-day Southern librarians feel that the cause
for which they have so long been struggling 1is
practically won. No great collection of books an-
swering the needs of scholars as well as those of the
general public exists south of Washington, and so
long as this is the case the South in a sense cannot
be intellectually independent. But, as a matter of
fact, America as a whole is still, in this sense, more
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or less dependent upon Europe, and there is reason
to hope that in the course of time the cities and uni-
versities of the South will be able adequately to an-
swer the demands of Southern scholarship.

Scholarship, however, though vastly important, is
not so necessary to an expanding people as a grow-
ing body of creative literature which expresses that
people’s aspirations, which puts its thoughts into
words. Has the South such a literature now? Is it
likely to have one in the future? What are the best
means to secure it?

Answers to these questions are likely to vary ac-
cording to the temperaments and literary standards
of the answerers. Some persons may even be inclined
to doubt whether the South of 1909 has fulfilled
the promise of the South of 1880-1890, the South of
Cable and Page and James Lane Allen and Miss
Murfree. Others may see in the work of this and -
that younger novelist and poet and particularly in
the great increase in the number of men and women
who are anxious to win literary distinction the
promise of even greater achievements in the domain
of letters than the section can yet boast of. It is
really astonishing to observe how many volumes of
fiction and verse and biography and history have
been published by Southerners within the past five
years, and it is pathetic also, for one shrewdly sus-
pects that a very large percentage of the writers
paid for their own plates. Whether or not, however,
this large literary product has been commercially
profitable and whether or net the masterly books
and writers have been very few in number, it re-
mains clear that, along with the South’s great awak-
ening to the need of popular education, the spread
of public libraries, and the increased study of the
section’s past, there has developed throughout the
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South a spirit of literary activity unparalleled in the
region except perhaps during the feverish and un-
settled years that followed the War of Secession. It
is plain, I think, that the average quality of the books
produced to-day is much higher than was the case
between 1865 and 1870, and, as the South seems to
be far more stable, economically, politically, and so-
cially than it was twenty years ago, to say nothing
of the period of reconstruction, there seems to be no
reason why a normal and healthy advance may not
be expected along all the lines of literary production.
How far the literature thus produced will be dis-
tinctively Southern, that is how far it will display
qualities which will be at once recognized as not ex-
isting in the books written in other sections of this
country is a question which only a rash critic would
care to answer. There will doubtless be many novels
and histories and biographies and even poems writ-
ten the scenes and themes of which will be Southern
in some senses, yet the treatment may be American,
nay for that matter British, and the question will
remain how far they are truly Southern produets,
full of the distinctive features of Southern life and
character, original in form, and fresh and new in
spirit. In other words, we find ourselves confronted
with the old question how far American literature
really is American—a question which some critics
have answered with more patriotic confidence than
a calm analysis of the facts in the case seems to war-
rant. T have no desire to imitate them, but neither
do T think it necessary or advantageous to exhibit
traces of that spirit of colonialism which has done
so much to retard our national emancipation with re-
gard to the things of the mind. It seems better to
emphasize the advantage the South’s classical tradi-
tion ought to give its writers and to express the hope
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that, when some future generation undertakes, in a
work like the present, to survey the achievements of
the section, the volumes devoted to literature will
register a progress commensurate with all reason-
able wishes and expectations.
WiLLiam P. TrexT,
Professor of English Literature, Columbia University.

New Yorxk, April 24, 1909.



THE INTELLECTUAL TENDENCIES
OF THE SOUTH.

¥ HIS brief review is modest in aim and pur-
pose. It cannot be a history of achievement,

% mnor is it a description of a stable condition
of life; it is merely a sketch of a passing phase in the
development of a new civilization. It is but an ef-
fort to voice the thought of the present South, to in-
dicate the trend of its intellectual movements.

It is significant that these movements are in line
with the course of thought elsewhere manifested.
The Old South had ideas and ideals of its-own; the
present South shares the thought and life of the
modern world. While the peculiar civilization of
former days still challenges the admiration of many
and possesses the sympathy of all, the present gen-
eration is busy with its own concerns and is fight-
ing its own battles. The South is no longer a prob-
lem, it is not even the home of a peculiar people. It
shares the intellectual movements of the world and
responds to the currents of universal history. It is
true that there are remote rural and mountain sec-
tions that do not answer to these statements, but
such sections are not typical. They are back eddies
that testify to the strength of the current that has
swept by them. Even the negro race, in its pro-
gressive elements at least, reflects the spirit of the
times. The advanced negro of the new South is
eager to learn, ready to change, willing to abandon
his distinctive habits, dialect or physical peculiari-
ties. He is wiling to become a part of the larger life
in which he moves and figures.

xxxu
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I. Material Development.

Itwill be generally admitted that the initial impulse
in the reshaping of modern thought has come from
science. The results of this movement have been
the discovery of a mass of new scientific truths, the
application of these discoveries to practical life, and
the adoption of a scientific method in every field of
thought and research. All these influences have
been and are at work in the South. It is true that
the South has made small contribution to the achieve-
ments of scientific research, but the same statement
may be made of America as a whole. But in apply-
ing the results of science to the materials of life and
civilization the South has made and is making rapid
progress. A large part of the intellectual activity
of the South at present is concerned with the practi-
cal problems of a material civilization. It is easy to
understand why this should be so. Poverty has been
a stern but successful teacher. The war left the South
desolate. Accumulated resources had been swept
away, means of production destroyed, the labor sys-
tem overthrown, and the directing, controlling white
population had been decimated. The first problem
was that of existence. This was simple, but not
easy. The soil furnished its contribution, but labor
conditions made agricultural operations uncertain
and unprofitable. The splendid beginnings of manu-
facture made between 1850 and 1860 had come to a
violent end, and there was no capital to revive them.
Opportunities for employment were so scant that the
voung men of the South moved westward in large
numbers between 1865 and 1875. Those who re-
mained learned the details of every form of physical
labor and turned their attention to everyopportunity
for the creation of wealth. Gradually the richness
and abundance of natural resources was realized,
slowly capital was accumulated and invested in all
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manner of industries. The decade between 1880 and
1890 marks the turning of the tide and the beginning
of all industrial revival. Between 1890 and 1900 the
"movement had increased in volume and power and
since 1900 has taken on dimensions that attract na-
tional attention and interest. This revival has
been an intellectual as well as a material movement.
It has been based on a study of natural conditions,
an appreciation of scientific truth, an application of
scientific achievements to all phases of life. It has
been in the main the achievement of Southerners.
Foreign capital played an inconspicuous part in its
early beginnings. In recent years, since the indus-
trial movement has become general and profits well
established, there has been an influx of funds from
all directions seeking investment. There has been
also an accession of capitalists and of skilled labor-
ers, and the tide of immigration is beginning to turn
southward.

This article is not intended for the recital of sta-
tistics, but we may be pardoned for just a few words
by way of summary. Manufacturing capital in the
South in 1880 amounted to $250,000,000; in 1890, to
$650,000,000; in 1900, to $1,150,000,000; and in 1908,
to $2,100,000,000. The value of manufactures in
1880 was $450,000,000; in 1890, $900,000,000; in 1900,
$1,145,000,000; and in 1908, $2,600,000,000. The di-
versity of these enterprises is also worthy of note.
While cotton mills and iron foundries furnish the
largest items, we must not lose sight of the value
of finished products in wool, in leather, in stone,
marble, wood and metals.

Agriculture is beginning to feel more than ever
the quickening effects of a growing intelligence. In
some respects the greatest present problem of the
South is to elevate rural life, to make farming profit-
able and attractive—the expression of a higher cui-
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ture—to bring to its service the researches of chemis-
try, biology and physics. To this end a new educa-
tion is called for and not without hope of speedy
realization. The farm products of the South had a
value in 1880 of $660,000,000; in 1890, of $770,000,-
000; in 1900, of $1,270,000,000; and in 1908, of
$2,220,000,000.

II. Educational Progress.

The intellectual life of the South is expressing it-
self further in educational work. This is the out-
growth of definite and prolonged effort on the part of
many earnest leaders and workers. In part, it is the
working of a law of self-interest, the recognition of
an essential relation between knowledge and power,
between education and material prosperity. In part
it has progressed by the simple process of imitation
from one community or state to another. In part,
too, it is the expression of a deep sense of justice, an
abiding conviction of right, a recognition of the obli-
gation of strength to weakness, an acceptance of the
essential spirit of a true and genuine democracy.
The forms of this educational work are manifold.
Most important of all is the general system of public
schools that has been developed in every Southern
state since the war. At no time has this movement
been so strong, so intelligent as now. Slowly the
fight against illiteracy progresses. Year by year
the figures indicating the percentage of illiterates
lessen. Most notable has been the progress made by
the negro race. Instead of more than 90 per cent. of
illiterates at the close of the war, the records now
show less than 50 per cent. “Gifts of private socie-
ties or individual philanthropists have contributed
to this result. Valuable as these have been, they
would have been of little avail by themselves. The
great results have been achieved through public tax-
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ation, through contributions made by every property
holder in the South. These contributions are made
without serious protest chiefly for the reason that
they are felt to be right and just. The South is not
acting so much through any far-sighted policy of
self-interest as from a sense of present duty, a feel-
ing of distinet obligation toward a helpless and
feeble race.

Public schools in the South still lack much of
reaching a satisfactory standard of efficiency, but the
present outlook is encouraging. Since 1900 they show
great improvement. Annual appropriations from
every state are rapidly increasing. Still more
rapid is the increase in revenues derived from
local taxation. School terms are lengthening,
buildings are improving. Teachers are bet-
ter trained, defects of school legislation are being
corrected, proper supervision is now sought and sup-
plied, and interest in public education has assumed
the proportions of a great popular movement. Of
course, much remains to be done, but if the present
rate of improvement continues for one or two de-
cades, startling results will be accomplished.

The significance of recent educational movements
is not merely in the results attained, but in the man-
ner by which these have been brought about. Local
taxation springs from local appreciation of educa-
tion and indicates an advance in community life and .
thought. This has been stimulated by definite edu-
cational ecampaigns, fostered by the Southern Educa-
tion Board and other agencies. School improve-
ment associations have been organized in almost
every Southern state, and these have helped to pro-
vide new school houses, better furnished and
equipped; tidy grounds, libraries and other appa-
ratus. Educational interests have occupied much
space in the public press and have taken an im-
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portant place in political platforms. The public
school system has won recognition as a great civie
interest second to none in value or importance.

Mention should be made of the extension of the
eduncational movement into the field of scientific and
technical instruction. Every state has builded on
foundations laid by the Federal government and is
planning large things for the future. This work has
been influential in promoting the material develop-
ment of the South and is a most profitable invest-
ment. The undeveloped resources of the South call
for the trained worker, the civil, mining, mechanical
and electrical engineer. Textile schools now ac-
company the cotton mills, and overalls have become
the symbol of intellectual training as well as the cap
and gown.

Colleges and universities were, in the olden days,
the only educational institutions expressive of the
intellectual life. To-day they share that function
with others already mentioned, but they still main-
tain their primacy. Their work has greatlyimproved
in character. Progress has been as rapid as funds
permitted. The limitations of poverty are severe
and unrelenting, but the struggle for higher life and
thought goes bravely on. The South does not will-
ingly accept a position of intellectual inferiority.
This is shown by the fight now nearing a successful
issue for high scholastic standards of college en-
trance and for the maintenance of professional in-
struction on a plane equal to that adopted elsewhere.
We must not claim too much here. But the whole
truth includes ideals and efforts as well as realized
results. The hopefulnes of the present situation
may be seen in the character of college professors.
Most of these are young men, specialists, with defi-
nite university training. They have not been en-
ticed by hope of material reward, for salaries are
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pitiably small; but they are inspired by a love of
learning and a zeal for culture. They have ac-
quainted themselves with the thought movement of
the world, are in touch with scholars in other sec-
tions, and are in sympathy with the tides of univer-
sal life. In thought they are free, in spirit they are
broad and liberal. Academic freedom is no stranger
to Southern institutions. Persecution for opin-
ion’s sake would be an anachronism to-day. South-
ern sentiment is still conservative, but it is not
tyrannical.

Recent educational movements have affected ma-
terially the training of Southern women. A few
high-grade colleges for women have been established
and most of the state universities have become co-
educational. The traditional type of Southern
woman is changing. There are not wanting signs
that women are more eager for training than men.
The higher classes in public high schools enroll gen-
erally more girls than boys. Commercial life is
opening many avenues of employment to women and
some are even training themselves for professional
service. Social life—even in the upper circles—has
vague impulses toward intellectual attainment.
Weekly clubs alternate Shakespeare with cards, so-
ciology with pink teas, and discussions on civic im-
provement with feminine fashion and gossip. Al-
together, the Southern woman is more intellectual
than ever before, and this improvement has been of
her own striving. No strong arm has aided her in
this struggle; greater, therefore, is her credit and
praise.

III. Literature and History.

Much has been written of the barrenness of the
0Old South in the field of literature. Whatever the
cause, the fact is undisputed, but the New South has
done something to remove this reproach. It would
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be pleasant if one might trace these new literary per-
formances to the stimulus of literary work in college
or university, but such an effort is not warranted by
the facts. Undoubtedly colleges are giving an im-
proved training in English, a better appreciation of
literature, a juster critical judgment, and this is
helpful. Literature must have a soil, the singer an
audience, the writer readers of diserimination and
appreciation, and books when made must have pur-
chasers. In all these respects the South is improv-
ing and the literary movement already under way is
not likely to die without permanent results. The
South is rich in literary material, and not all of it
has yet been exploited. @ Where the plowshare of
war cut deepest, the first fruits of tradition and of
story ought to grow. The burden of Southern sor-
row and suffering ought to elicit a burst of South-
ern song. The exuberance of traditional oratory
might well be transformed into the more lasting
measures of poetry. Even the presence of an alien
race should add its picturesque touches and lighten
the shadow it has cast over Southern life and his-
tory. And so we point with pride to the Southern
writers that have appeared in the field of pure lit-
erature and we hope for still more worthy achieve-
ments in coming years.

The work of Southern students and writers in the
field of history is noteworthy. This has sprung out
of a genuine patriotism and has been fostered by a
desire to publish the truth. It is right that the
South should tell its own story, provided always
that it is told fairly and squarely. This task has
been aided by college professors, by librarians, by
public officials and by private students. Patriotic
societies have celebrated all manner of anniver-
saries with addresses of varying merit. Leaders in
the great War of Secession like Jefferson
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Davis and Alexander H. Stephens have written their
stories. Other leaders have had their biographies
written for them. The Southern Historical Society
has published a mass of material and has stimulated
the establishment of dozens of similar societies in
every state and in many cities and smaller communi-
ties. These in turn have collected and published a
great number of studies and papers. A reference
to Poole’s Index will show how freely the magazines
have lent their pages to articles on Southern history.
This work once begun has not been confined to the
period of the war. It has been carried back into
colonial times and into the earliest beginnings of our
life as a nation. This is one of the most distinet in-
tellectual achievements of the New South. The task
is not yet completed. Much remains for the coming
generations and no time should be lost, for valuable
material is perishing every year. To the credit of
the Southern student be it said that he is not merely
a laudator temporis acti. He is something of a
critic. The Old South was not all good and the pres-
ent South has many failings. No good can come of
unmerited praise. Accurate statements, true and
just comparisons, frank confessions, mark the true
historian, and the present school of Southern writ-
ers is striving to manifest these characteristics and
will merit attention in so far as it succeeds.

IV. Intellectual Independence.

The present tendency of Southern thought is to-
ward intellectual freedom. This is, after all, the su-
preme test of intellectual life and movement. Wher-
ever thought is rife, wherever progress is real, wher-
ever opinions are sincerely formed as the result of
intelligent processes of reasoning, there will result
not a blind uniformity but a stimulating diversity of
conclusions. Uniformity of opinion is the sign of
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stagnation, of indifference, of mental apathy or men-
tal slavery. For a long time the South has borne
the charge of intolerance and unfortunately has too
often deserved it. The solidarity of political action
has had its counterpart in a certain solidarity of
thought. Convictions have been the outgrowth of
sentiment and prejudices as often as the deliver-
ances of reason. This solidarity has been something
very distinet from provincialism. All people are
more or less provincial. Environment colors life in
its outward aspects everywhere. New England
seems intensely provincial to the Westerner. The
true Bostonian is a Brahmin. The New York jour-
nals reflect a self-poised, self-centered population,
and the insularity of Great Britain is frequently
noted by citizens of the world. In this sense the
South has always been provinecial. Its rural life, its
plantation homes, its country churches, its musical
accent, have been its own. Its hospitality to
strangers and to friends, the occupations and amuse-
ments of its leisure hours, its oratory and its politi-
cal leadership have been among its peculiarities as a
province. But all this is entirely distinct from that
spirit of intolerance of which we now speak.
Southern intolerance was not the result of blood
or character. The South was the battleground of
Whigs and Democrats, the home of English Cava-
liers and French Huguenots, and of the virile, inde-
pendent, self-reliant Scotch-Irish. Southern intol-
erance was the distinct legacy of slavery. It is not
true that this has always and in all places been the
result of such an institution. Quite the contrary.
But the peculiarity of the situation in the South was
that here slavery was to fight its last great battle.
Here was a struggle protracted through many years
to maintain itself against advancing enlightenment
and a purer moral code. The length and bitterness
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of the fight attested the intellectual power, the re-
sourcefulness of the defendants. Gradually the
voice of the South on this subject sounded as the
voice of one man. The many who had no slaves
echoed the sentiments of the few who had many. A
cause essentially weak was strengthened by consider-
ations of personal liberty, of state rights, of sacred-
ness of contract. So imperious became the domina-
tion of this one idea that Southern patriots gave up
the national government which they had been instru-
mental in building and which they had so ably ad-
ministered for more than half a century. When this
fight was over and lost, the South passed at once into
a struggle still more bitter and humiliating. This
was the struggle of weakness against overmastering
savagery, of intelligence against brutal ignorance, of
racial purity against racial degeneracy. Here again
her foes were her own brothers, and a great ruling
political party became the machinery of her persecu-
tion. No wonder the South became solid, in think-
ing as well as in voting. No wonder everything new
was regarded with fear and suspicion.

Slowly conditions began to change. After ten
years of subjection—an orgy of misrule—the South-
ern states secured control of their own affairs. This
was affected by a revolution—and not entirely a
peaceful one. Both force and fraud played their
part and left their sting and their curse. But politi-
cal control cannot rest in the hands of the ignorant
and vicious. Such a condition of affairs is anarchy.
There was no progress in the South and no hope till
this state of affairs was remedied. With the elimi-
nation of ignorance and vice from politics, there is
some hope of an intelligent division on questions of
great civic interest. A change of attitude in the
North has helped wonderfully to free the South from
its artificial unity of thought and speech. As the
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North grows less critical, less fanatical, less severe,
the South grows more open-minded, more just and
more free. A commingling of population has proven
beneficial to both sections. Business interests are
joining both sections in all manner of worthy enter-
prises. Now, too, differences in political views are
beginning to appear. It cannot be said now that the
South believes in free trade or in free silver. Senti-
ment is strongly divided on these as on other great
governmental questions, such as labor legislation,
control of trusts, railroads, and all matters of for-
eign policy. Gradually there will work itself out a
distinet political struggle of conflicting ideas. In
that struggle party machinery will give place to
party principles and politicians will yield to states-
men. In the realm of national politiecs also the
South will in time have a voice and give free ex-
pression of its opinion. The present exclusion will
not be permanent. The Southern temperament is
suited for political contest. The art and science of
government, once so well understood, will again be
more than a memory or a tradition. The call may
yet come for an Anglo-Saxon leadership, and if so
the response can come from no section sooner than
from the South.

Thus, it is that political life, as well as the pre-
viously noted factors of commerce and education,
are working together for the emancipation of the in-
dividual. This will come more rapidly as the years
go by. It will no more be hindered by sectional
strife, by political oppression, by fanatical hate.
But the greatest danger to perfect individual free-
dom comes from the South itself. As the struggle
for slavery banished intellectual liberty, so the con-
tinued presence of the negro population in the South
hinders the formation and expression of free
thought. Political issues and civic problems have
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often been settled on racial lines rather than on eco-
nomic principles. When the race problem is injected
into any other question, there is an end to all dis-
cussion, to all differences, to all freedom of indi.
vidual opinion. This attitude must be overcome by
a new appeal to the spirit of fairness and justice.
The South does not need to shackle itself or the ne-
gro in order to maintain Anglo-Saxon supremacy.
The intellectual freedom and efficiency of the white
race will be promoted by generous treatment of the
negro. Oppression of every kind will work a double
woe. In whatever form slavery may be perpetuated,
just so far it will put its shackles on the minds of
the Southern whites. If we treat the negro un-
justly, we shall practice fraud and injustice toward
each other. We shall necessarily live by the stand-
ard of conduct we apply to him. This is the eternal
curse of wrong and injustice, a curse that abides on
the ruler as well as the slave. The South will be
free only as it grants freedom.

James H. KirgLAND,
Ohancellor of Vanderbilt University.



HISTORY OF
THE INTELLECTUAL LIFE
OF THE SOUTH.

CHAPTER 1.

CHARACTERISTICS OF SOUTHERN POETRY
FROM THE BEGINNING TO 1865.

HE transplantation of English civilization to
the southern half of this Republic may be
said almost to begin with poetry, if R. Rich’s
Newes from Virginia, a stirring account of

the ‘‘happy arrival of that famous and worthy knight

Sir Thomas Gates, and well reputed and valiant

Captaine Newport into England,’’ published in Lon-

don in 1610, by ‘‘one who was of the voyage,’’ can be

called poetry. A little later, moreover, 1623, pure
literature, at least of a secondary kind, begins with

George Sandys’ translation of the last ten books of

Ovid’s Metamorphoses. Sandys was an Oxford

scholar of literary repute at home, whose really cred-

itable piece of work gave William Stith, one of the
earliest Virginia historians (1747), a chance to say
that ‘‘in the midst of these tumults and alarms the
muses were not silent,’”’ and writers of American lit-
erature after him a conventional date, 1626, the date
of the publication of Sandys’ translation, with which
to start the account of the beginning of pure litera-
ture on this continent.

But neither these, nor Capt. John Smith’s Sea

Marke, nor George Alsop’s part prose, part verse 4

1
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Character of the Province of Maryland (1666), can
be called distinctively American, or Southern poetry.
Though some of them were written in America, and
all of them had to do with experiences in Maryland
and Virginia, they were written by Englishmen for
Englishmen. They are interesting therefore more
for their connection with the early settlements in the
South than for any literary value they may have.
In 1676, however, there is a notable poem by an un-
known hand in praise of Nathaniel Bacon, the leader
of the first organized protest against British oppres-
sion, Bacon’s Rebellion, as it is called in history.
This poem, the product of a writer who might have
been born in Virginia, is embedded in the Burwell
Pgpers, and if it does not strike the true American
note, it is at least prophetic of the spirit of a hundred
years later:
‘‘ Death, why so cruel? What! no other way
To manifest thy spleen but thus to slay
Our hopes of safety, liberty, our all,

Which, through thy tyranny, with him must fall
To its late chaos.”

The second century of colonial existence begins
with a vigorous, Hudibrastic account of manners and
customs in Maryland, The Sot-weed Factor; or, a
Voyage to Maryland, by Eben Cook, Gent. It was
published in London in 1708; but who this Ebenezer
Cook, Gentleman, was that, according to Moses Coit
Taylor, struck ‘‘a vein of genuine and powerful
satire,”’ is a matter of conjecture, though his pre-
tence of being an Englishman condemned to emigrate
to the province of Maryland might hint that he was a
Marylander in hiding. Anyway, the poem was
successful enough to win the compliment of a weak
imitation twenty-two years afterwards in the Sot-
weed Factor Redivivus. 'This ends the matter of
poetic literature at the South till the storm of the
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Revolution gathers and breaks. Conditions were too
crude, the thought, interests and energies of the
people were too deeply concerned with other things.
The wilderness had to be made habitable, Indian and
French wars had to be fought, and, in general, the
rough, immediate work of merely getting on in the
new country precluded naturally any considerable
attention to what is called polite literature. If there
is to be a literature at all it must take the shape of
sermon, history, or political pamphlet. In New Eng-
land religion inspired not a few attempts at pious
verse-making, and even the ‘‘Tenth Muse,”’ Anne
Bradstreet, managed to flourish in the chill Puritan
air; while by 1765 the Pennsylvania colony could
concentrate enough culture in Philadelphia to bring
forth a Thomas Godfrey, who, dying in 1763, left
behind The Prince of Parthia, a tragedy, ‘‘the first
important dramatic undertaking in the colonies.’’
But to this time the South had nothing to show that
poetry was cultivated to any considerable extent.
Even the fiery discussions that led up to the Revolu-
tion, producing finally no little lyric prose, failed to
inspire anything in the way of patriotic verse muech
above mere doggerel. A typical poem of this kind
of verse was published in the Virginia Gazette, May
2, 1776, under the title of Hearts of Oak. While it is
charged with patriotic fervor and interprets the reso-
lute mood of the time, in expression it falls far short
of the occasion:
£¢On our brow while we laurel-crowned liberty wear,
What Englishmen ought the Americans dare;
Though tempests and terrors around us we see,
Bribes nor fears can prevail o’er the hearts that are free.
Hearts of oaks are we still, for we’re sons of those men
Who always are ready, steady, boys, steady,
To fight for their freedom again and again.”
Poems of this sort, together with a few rude bal-
lads, largely satirical in mood and representing both
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the loyalist and rebel side in the struggle, were pub-
lished in the papers of the time. But none of them
has any special merit, and they are of such inferior
quality that one wonders not only that they were
popular but also that the fierce passions of the hour
and the high patriotic idealism of the colonies were
able to do no better.

Sometimes the admiration for some special Revo-
lutionary hero or the occasion of his death called
forth a tribute in verse. For example, Col. Alex-
ander Martin’s T'ribute to General Francis Nash
(1777) is not without a certain dignity of thought
and expression:

‘* On Bunker’s height great Warren is no more;

The brave Montgomery’s fate we next deplore;

Princeton’s famed fields to trembling Britain tell,

How, scored with wounds, the conquering Mercer fell;
* * * * * * *
Last flow our sorrows for our favorite son,

Whom, weeping, Carolina claims her own,

The gallant Nash, who, with fatal wound,

Though tortured, weltering on the hostile ground,

‘Fight on, my troops,” with smiling ardor said,

¢’Tis but the fate of war; be not dismay’d.’”

A year later, from a Catholic priest of Maryland,
Charles Henry Wharton, comes the first poetic ap-
preciation of the character and service of Washing-
ton. This poem, 4 Poetical Epistle to George Wash-
ington, is no mean performance, as the following
lines will show:

‘¢ Great without pomp, without ambition bra