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BURGH RECORDS.

'HE minute books of the Burgh of Inveraray date
as far back as 1660. The older records chiefly
refer to laws relating to burgesses, local dues,

etc. Unfortunately a great many interesting papers
connected with the burgh were destroyed by a fire,
which took place in the Town Clerk’s Office shortly after
the present County Buildings were erected. We have-
no minutes to inform us as to what action the Town
Council took at the time of the risings of 1715 and 1745,
and no mention is made of the invasion of the district by
the Athole men or by the followers of Montrose.
Tradition tells how Montrose advanced with his men,
one wing coming suddenly down Glen Shira, while
another wing moved swiftly down Glenaray. The
people fled in all directions, taking as much of their
property with them as they could hurriedly remove.
The monument in Union Bank Garden is a reminder of
the visit of the Athole men to Inveraray.  The following
extracts, however, may be of more than local interest :—

PEAT SELLING.

“ At Inveraray, gth day of January, x721.—The
Magistrats and Council being convened. within the
Tolbooth, and having considered the several complaints
before them by several of the inhabitants of the burgh
- anent others of the said inhabitants living at the ends
of the town, their buying of peat before they come into
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the town, to their great detriment and disadvantage:
Therefore the Magjstrats, with consent of the Council,
enact that any peats that are to be brought to the
town during the season are not to be bought up by any
of the inhabitants until they be brought to the Cross,
and that not above one load be bought at once by any
of the inbabitants till others be equally served that
calls for the same. But such as buy peat within the
sellers’ dwelling® houses in the country, or before the
peat be brought from their houses, are exempted from
the Act; and the contraveners herecof are to be
amerciat in forty pounds, Scots money; and orders
the Clerk of Court to give an extract of the Act to the
Town Officer to be proclaimed through the burgh, and
the proclamation to be affixed to the Cross.”

INFECTED BRANDY.

“ At Inveraray, the 28th day of January, 1721.—
Which day the Magistrats and Town Council being
convened within the Tolbooth, and having taken to
their serious consideration that the plague wee are
threatened with from other countreys, if not prevented
by the providence of God, as they’re informed, is more
and more raging in neighbouring kingdom and nearer
approaching to this nation, and designing after the
laudable example of neighbouring burrows to use all
manner of precautions to prevent our being infected
with the same; and, whereas, they have received
information that there is brandy and other French
liquor being brought from these countreys to this nation,
and at present some imported to this burgh, doe, there-
fore, enact that henceforth noe persons or person, of
whatever degree or quality, shall take upon them to
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_ import into this burgh any French brandy, or any
other commodities of that countrey, without quarentine,
or that they have certificates from the Officer of the
Customs, or any Magistrat, or Justice of the Peace,
setting forth that they bave performed quarentine in
any other harbour or port within the kingdom; and
they must satisfy the Magistrats of this burgh that
they have performed quarentine in such harbour or
port; and, likewise, that none of the inhabitants of
this burgh shall retaill any of the said liquors, without
consent foresaid, and for that effect ordains any of the
said inhabitants before 12 o’clock, Monday next, to give
in to the Lord’s Magistrats a particular account of
what quantity of brandy they have in their custody,
certifyeing them if they or any of them shall contravene
this Act; that, after clear evidence, whatever brandy,
or any other liquors found in their custody, shall be
spilled, and the -casks stav’d and burned, and the
importers and retailers thereof to be amerciate in
one hundred pounds Scots, Toties quoties, and severly
punished in their persons at the discretion of the
Magistrats, and the informers are to have for their
encouragement the half of the fyne, and it’s further
enacted that it shall be in the power of the Magistrats
to conveen before them persons suspected for importing
and retailing the said liquors or commodities ; and it’s
enacted that any concealers are to be equally punished
and amerciated with the importers and retailers, and
ordains our Clerk of Court to give two full extracts
of this Act in order to be publicly read by the Ministers
of this burgh from their pulpits, the 2gth day of January
instant, after Divine Service, and before dismissing of
the respective congregations.”
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‘“ A DOoMINIE’S DISASTER.”

“ At Inveraray, the 13th day of February, 1721.—
The Magistrats and Town Council having considered
ane petition given to them by Mr. John Montgomerie,
schoolmaster at Inveraray, craving that they should
draw precept upon their treasurer for twenty pounds
ten shillings, Scots money, of expenses laid out by him
in repairing of his house, which had lately fallen down
by the storm, they grant the above desire, and the
Council recommends the Magistrats to draw precept
for the said sume upon John M‘Lea, their treasurer,
payable to the said Mr. John, and the Magistrats and
Town Council impowers the said Mr. John to ware
upon the said house what will keep the same in ane
habitable condition, and to acquent them, and give in
ane account of the same, for payment whereof the
Magistrats are to grant precept upon the treasurer
payable to the said Mr. John Montgomerie.”

PuBLic CHANGE HoOUSES.

‘ 1st May, 1721.—The Magistrats and Town ‘Council
considering that the collector of His Majesty’s Excise
have frequently represented to them the great loss His
Majesty’s Revenue of Excise in this burgh have sustained
by allowing several poor people, inhabitants in this
burgh, to brew, vend, and retail ale, aquavity and
other exciseable liquors, who are altogether insolvent
and unable to pay His Majesty’s Excise or entertain
strangers, to the great prejudice of such persons as are
willing to keep publick change houses and pay the
duties of Excyse, and craving that such insufficient
brewers and retailers might be discharged in time
coming, and finding it would tend to the advantage of
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the revenue that the said insolvent brewers and retailers
might be accordingly discharged, and that the sole
liberty and privilege of brewing, selling and retailing of
ale, aquavity, and other excyseable liquors, and of
keeping publick change houses were given to the persons
afternamed, and such others as shall hereafter be
licensed by the Magistrats for that effect. Therefore
the Magistrats and Council did, and doe hereby give
and grant to Henry Oswald, Alex. Lambie, Donald
Campbell, merchant, Archibald Roy M‘Vicar, Malcolm
M‘Laurine, Widow Clark, Widow Murray, Niven
M‘Inturner, Charles Stewart, Angus M‘Nokair, John
M‘Dougall, Gilbert Munroe, Alice M‘Kay, Margaret
Strachan, John Munroe Smith, John Bane M‘Kellar,
Baillie Donald Campbell, Alex. Roy Campbell, Donald
M‘Nicol, Dugald Logan, and John Campbell, maltman,
with such persons as hereafter shall be licensed by the
Magistrats, the sole liberty and privilege of keeping
publick change houses and victualing houses, and of
brewing, vending and retailing ale, aquavity, beer, and
other excyseable liquors within this burgh hereafter,
Who, and every one of them, are hereby ordained and
appointed to keep and entertain strangers and
passengers, and furnish them with meat, drink, and
lodgings at reasonable prices. With certification to
them, that such as shall failye therein will be fyned in
twenty pounds Scots money, Tofies guoties, and shall
if need be discharged of the said privilege hereby granted;
and the Magistrats and Council doe hereby prohibite
and discharge all other persons within the said burgh
to brew, vend, or retail in greater or lesser quantities
any ale, beer, aquavity, or other excyseable liquors in
time coming for sale, excepting the persons above-
named, and such others as hereafter shall be licensed
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under the penalty of being banished furth of the burgh
in all time to come, and the present prohibition to
commence on the fifteenth day of May instant.”

SANITARY Law.

““3rd day of May, 1723.—The Council recommend
to the Magistrats to agree with fit persons for removing
and carrying away the great middine betwix the Cross
and Tolbooth, and for making the same clean and
redd, and for laying the same with sand or gravel,
and they allow the Magistrats to imploy as much of
the fynes already received or that shall be imposed as
will defray the charges of the said work, which they
appoint to be carried on without delay, and the Magistrats
and Council do hereby charge all persons whatsoever
from putting any dung, redd, or filth on this dunghill
or middine, or making any addition thereto fram this
date, under the penalty of three pounds Scots, and the
officer to make intimation hereof to the adjacent inhabi-
tants that they may not pretend ignorance.”

PEET CREELS.

‘ 13th day of September, 1723.—The Magistrats and
Council appoint a new peet creel to be made as a measure
for buying and selling peets within this burgh, according
to the dementions of the standard formerly appointed
by the Magistrats and Council, and Alex. Lambie and
John Reid to see to the making thereof, and deliver
the same to the officer ; and renew all former Acts made
anent the said peet standard, and appoints the same
to be put in execution and punctually observed in time
coming, and also prohibits and discharges the making
of any middines or dunghills upon the High Street, or
in view thereof, except within the sea mark.”
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ProcrLaMATION BY Tuck oF DRuM.

“ The Magistrats and Council met on 18th August,
1725, and doe forbid and discharge the whole inhabitants
of this burgh in all time coming to take or give in
change for any kind of merchandise, meat or drink,
the little money pieces called dosfes and the halfpennys
called Wood’s halfpennys, under pain of forefauting
them wherever or in whose custody they are found,
and otherwise punished at the Magistrats pleasure: in
respect the said halfpennys and doits are by reason
of the badness of the metal, and for other reasons,
certifyed and declared by the Magistrats not current
and discharged; and appoint intimation hereof to be
made thro the town by Tuck of Drum.”

CURFEW AND REVEILLE.

‘* Inveraray, 28th January, 1729.—The Provost
reports that he and Asknish agreed with Duncan Clerk,
officer, for ringing the bell at six of the clock in the
morning and ten at night, dayly, from Michelmass last
to Michelmass next, and promised to pay him twenty
shillings sterling, which the Council approve.of.”

A DISTINGUISHED BURGESS.

‘ Inveraray, 16th November, 1730.—The Magistrats
and Council of the burgh received an created the Right
Honable John Earl of Crawford a burgess of this burgh.”

APPOINTING A POSTRUNNER.

‘“ At Inveraray, 1rth July, 1734.—The Magistrats
have admitted and received and authorised John

M‘Neur, in the Parkhead of Inveraray, to be their post
B
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or runner for carrying the packet between Inveraray
and Dumbarton from this date to the first of July next,
he always behaving himself faithfully and honestly in
in the said office ; likewise, Finlay M‘Neur, in Balintyre,
and Alex. M‘Neur, in Inveraray, his brothers german,
enact and bind and oblidge themselves as cautioners
for the said John M‘Neur, that he shall behave himself
faithfully and honestly in the said office during said
space, and repair all parties damnified by his mis-
demeanure or malversation therein, and that under
the penalty of ten pounds sterling money; by and
allowed reparation of the damages to be sustained by
any of the leiges thro his default, neglect, or misde-
meanure in the said office.”

LAw As To BEGGARS.

‘“ Inveraray, 2nd Aprile, 1736.—The Magistrats and
Council appoint that no stranger, beggars, sturdy
beggars, or vogabonds be harboured or allowed to stay
in any house in the town above two nights under the
penalty of five pounds Scots, to be paid by the har-
bourers, foties quoties. One half of the fyne to be paid
to the informers and the other half to the Town Treasurer
for behoof of the burgh.”

APPROACH TO THE MAGISTRATS’ LOFT.

‘“ Inveraray, 2nd Aprile, 1737.—The Magistrats and
Town Council, taking to their consideration how incon-
venient it is that the stair or entry to the Magistrats’
loft in the Lowland Church is within the body of the
church, do therefore appoint the present Magistrats
to contract with Wm. Douglas, mason, in Inveraray,
for building a stair and entry to the said loft #n the east
gavel of the church.”
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‘“ Inveraray, rith July, 1738.—The Right Hon’be,
John, Earl of Bute, was admitted a burgess of this
burgh."

THE MILN OF CARLONNAN.

“Inveraray, 15th June, 1742, which day the
Magistrats and Town Council of the Burgh of Inveraray
appoint the following memorandum and order to be
entered in their Council books, whereof the tenor follows :
1679—Memorandum anent the Miln of Carlonnan—
That the tenants pay either conform to use and wont,
or them to pay for each boll of dry corn, five lippies and
ane lippie meal from the miln eye, in satisfaction to the
miller and his servants, of all duties that can be enacted
from them, and likewise that there be twelve shillings
Scots enacted for each mash of malt.”

AtHOL LORD OF MANN,
‘ Inveraray, 13th August, 1744.—His Grace James,
Duke of Athol, Lord of Mann ang the Isles, &c., was
admitted a burgess of this burgh.”

MoNTHLY STENT FOR RELIEF OF POOR BEGGARS.

‘“ Inveraray, 28th June, 1746.—The Magistrats and
Town Council, considering that for a considerable time
past the inhabitants of the place have paid a monthly
stent towards supporting the poor beggars that formerly
went from door to door, and judging it highly proper
to continue the same for some time longer, and that
the arrears thereof be paid and applyd as usual, they
therefor appoint the persons at present in arrears
forthwith to pay up the same, otherwise they grant
warrant to the town officers to poind and arrest, and
recommend to the ministers to intimate this to their
congregations next Lord’s Day.”
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BANISEED OUT OF THE BURGH.

‘“ Inveraray, 4th November, 1747.—The Magistrats
considering that Mary Semple, spouse to William Smith,
soldier, did lately, when called before them to answer
for immoral practices, shew the utmost contempt of
their authority by giving very abusive langnage and
resisting their officers and having also learnt from
several of the inhabitants of this place that the said
. Mary Semple is a contentious and offensive neighbour,
and harbours bad company in her house, and is in several
respects an unworthy member of society, they do
therefor appoint her to be banished out of this burgh
and limits thereof not to return under the pain of
imprisonment and such other punishments as the
Magistrats shall think fit, and they appoint the town
officers to-morrow at twelve of the clock to put this
sentence into execution.”

BURGESSES.

“ Inveraray, rrth May, 1748.—The which day the
Hon. Patrick Grant of Elchies, one of the Senators of
the College of Justice, Will Nobel, John Eddie, John
Leslie, James Sherwood, Andrew Carnegie, his servants;
Mr. Arch. Murdoch, macer of the Court of Justiciary ;
Mr. James Marine, one of His Majesty’s household
trumpets ; and Mr. George Innis, one of His Majesty’s
household trumpets, were all admitted burgesses of
this city.”

‘ Inveraray, 16th Septemper, 1748.—Which day the
Honourable Lord Gilbert Elliot of Minto, one of the
Senators of the College of Justice, and one of the Lords
Commissioners of Justiciary, Mr. Gilbert Elliot, younger,
of Minto, and Lieut. James Campbell of The Royals,
were admitted burgesses.”
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Circuir COURT.

‘ Inveraray, 27th October, 1748.—Upon the com-
plaint of James Fisher, present Provost of the burgh,
and one of the citizens, setting forth that it was a
hardship upon him to be oblidged to attend the court
as an asizer as he was by his office oblidged to attend
the Lords in another capacity, which, having been
considered by the Lord Justice General and Lord Minto,
they did and hereby do enact and ordain that for the
future the Provost and Magistrats of the Burgh of
Inveraray are hereby exempt from attending the Circuit
Courts as asizers.”

A FAMINE THREATENED.

‘“ At Inveraray, 14th day of May, 1745.—The
Magistrats, Town Council, and other inhabitants,
considering that victuals are so scarce at present, and
the prospect of being supplyd so distant and precarious,
that if some way is not fallen upon for a speedy relief
the people must be reduced to the utmost distress,
they have therefor to prevent this misfortune, as far as
it lys in their power, now collect and paid in at the
Tolbooth the sum subscribed, extending whail to the
sum of eighty-eight pounds sterling money, which they
have just paid into the hands of the said Duncan
Ochiltree, and instructed him furthwith to repair to
Glasgow and purchase any quantity of meal that can
be had, and, failing meal of any kind, flower or bisket,
to be transported to this place in such manner as he
may judge best, without loss of time, and he to be
accountable to the persons who subscribed for his
management of this account,”
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SELLING OF VICTUALS.

‘“ Inveraray, 21st February, 1749.—The Magistrats
and Town Council considering the inconvenience that
attends the present practice of buying and selling
provisions which come from the country to the town,
without any regard to the weekly mercat days appointed
by their charter of erection, do therefor hereby give
publick notice that, from and after first day of March
next, all beef, mutton, goat, veal, lamb, kid, eggs, meall,
potatoes, and other provisions, not water corn, shall be
brought to the town omly upon Tuesday or Fryday,
weekly, and then not sold or bargained for but in the
mercat place. Further, they appoint the measures or
contents of all creels, in which peets or turf are carryd
into the town, to be regulated and adjusted from and
after the first day of May next to come according to the
dimensions prescribed by an Act of Council in the year
1723—a standard or model whereof is now made and
left in the custody of Archibald M‘Kellar, water
baillie; and they appoint that no peets or turf be
imported to this burgh and sold but in creels of the
said dimensions, nor bought, sold, or bargained for but
on the High Street, betwixt the Cross and the Sheriff
Clerk’s house, with certification that the contravieners
in any article of the premisses shall forfeit the commodity
imported, sold, or bargained for contrary to this Act,
and that such of the inhabitants as buy or bargain for
such comoditys shall be fyned in two shillings sterling
for each offence. Lastly, these presents are appointed
to be published at both the kirk doors, Sunday next,
immediately after Devine service, that none may
pretend ignorance.”
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A BurcH OFFICIAL.

‘“ Inveraray, 5th September, 1754.—The Magistrats
having nominated and appointed Peter Campbell,
sheriff officer, to be their gaoler and town officer in room
of Duncan Clerk, deceased, and have agreed to give
him five pounds sterling of sallary from June last,
when he began to officiate until Whitsunday next,
besides paying his house rent to the said term with the
whole perquisates and emoluments formerly in use to
be paid to his office; and on the other side, Peter
Campbell and Archibald Campbell, of Ormsary, as
cautioner and surety for him, bind and oblidge them-
selves, their heirs and successors, that the said Peter
Campbell shall not only faithfully and truelly serve and
obey the orders and commands of the said Magistrats,
their successors in the said office, but also that he shall
at six o’clock in the morning and ten o’clock at night
ring the town’s bell ; that he shall duely and orderly
light the lamps when requisite, and generally that he
shall do every other thing in relation to his office, or
which the said Magistrats shall from time to time
prescribe.”

STORAGE OF BURGH ARMS.

‘“ Inveraray, Ist November, 1754.—The following
letter to the Provost was read from the Duke of Argyll’s
chamberlain : ‘The Duke of Argyll desires you'l
acquaint the Magistrats of Inveraray in His Grace's
name that, in their and their predecessors in office -
request, he had hitherto accomodated them with a
room in the old tower for holding the arms allowed by
law to the Royal Burgh of Inveraray. But, as that
edifice is to be taken down, His Grace desires they
might in due time provide some proper and secure place
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for holding and preserving their arms.” The Magistrats
of Inveraray appoint Baillie James Campbell imme-
diately to waite on His Grace the Duke of Argyll and
return him their thanks for having hitherto given them
a proper place for preserving the arms, and considering
the expense they are and must be at in making their
harbour sufficient, they are not at present in a condition
to build a proper and secure place for preserving the
arms.”

THE LorDps COMMISSIONERS OF JUSTICIARY.

‘ Inveraray, 15th September, 1755.—Sir James
Ferguson of Kilkerran, baronett, and the Honourable
Alexander Boswell of Auchinleck, two of the senators
of the College of Justice, and two of the Lords Com-
missioners of His Majesty’s Court of Justiciary in
Scotland, Mr. John Craigie of Kilgriston, advocate, were
admitted burgesses of this burgh.”

THE TENANTS OF THE GLENS WARNED.

‘“ At Inveraray, the 3rd Aprile, 1756.—Which day the
Magistrates and Town Council of Inveraray met within
the Tolbooth thereof, and considering the bad use made
of their lenity towards the people of Glenshiray and
Gleneray with respect to the peet creals, they renew
their Act of the gth November, 1680, whereby the
standard was then approved to be of the dimensions
following : viz., the height of the stoops nearest the
horse side to be twenty-seven inches, and the bottom
and top rungs to be within one inch of each end of the
stoop, and that part of the creal nearest the horse side
to the utmost end of the creal twenty-one inches, and
the breadth of the creal from side to side td be seventeen
- inches. Which Act was renewed in the year 1723,
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and again in the year 1749 ; and they warn the tenants
of both glens to have their peet creals made conform
to the above standard, betwixt and the first day of May
next, certifying them if they have not their creals
conform to the said dimensions; that their peets and
creals are to be seized upon by the town officer and both
confiscated, and their horses shall be detained till the
owners pay fourty shillings Scots for their contravention ;
and the said Magistrates and Council appoint that the
price of each load of peets shall be threepence sterling
from the first day of May to the first day of November,
and fourpence from the first day of November till the
first day of May in time coming; and that no peets
be sold but on the High Street, betwixt the Brachead
and the clerk’s house, and to the effect the tenants of
both glens may not pretend ignorance they ordain their
officers to make intimation hereof at the church door
upon Sunday, the xxth instant, at dismissing of the
congregation.”

LicensiNGg TrppLING HOUSES.

“ Inveraray, 25th October, 1756.—Alexander Duncan-
son of Keills, Esq., Provost; John Duncanson and
John Marshall, Baillies. The Magistrates within the
burgh convened here this day in obedience to an Act of
the last session of Parliament entitled an Act for granting
to His Majesty a duty upon licences for retailing beer,
ale, and other exciseable liquors, and having considered
the several applications made to them for licences, have
authorized and allowed licences to seventeen persons
named, and hereby authorize and allow these persons to
keep ale houses, victualling houses, and tippling houses
within the said burgh, and that for the space of one
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whole year, commencing upon the twenty-fifth day of
October, one thousand seven hundred and fifty-six
years.”

THE COMMANDER OF THE FORCES IN NORTH BRITAIN.

‘ Inveraray, 5th June, 1758.—Which day the Hon.
Lord George Beauclerk, commander-in-chief of His
Majesty s Forces in North Britain, Robert Farmer, Esq.,
major of brigade for North Bntam, and other officers
were admitted burgesses.”

A STEEL MILL FOR THE INHABITANTS.

‘ The Provost informed the Council that His Grace
the Duke of Argyll acquainted him of his intention to
remove the miln at Carlonnan to another situation at a
greater distance from the town, and which must bring
an inconvenience on the inhabitants who have occasion
to grind their malt there, if no remedy be provided
against it. That in consequence of this notification he
had been at pains to inform himself of the quantity of
malt which, communibus annis, was in use to be ground
at Carlonnan, and had thereafter entered into a minute
with His Grace’s chamberlain by which he became
bound, in name of the community, to pay yearly three
hundred merks of the rent formerly payable to His
Grace by the miller ; and had, with the corcurrence of
the Council and principal inhabitants, commissioned a
steel mill from Edinburgh for grinding malt which he
soon expected here. Which, being considered by the
Magistrats and Council, they approved of the Provost’s
conduct in the whole of the matter, and recommend to
him to provide a proper place for putting up the steel
mill when it comes to hand, and thereafter to sell the
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same by publick roup to a sufficient person for serving
the inhabitants in grinding their malt at one shilling of
multure per boll for payment of such rent as can be
got therefore, not under the saim sum of three hundred
merks ; and if none such can be found, that he employ
a person to be paid by the town who shall serve the
inhabitants at the accustomed multure of one shilling
sterling per boll, and render a true account to the town
of the whole proceeds.”

CircuiT CoURT TRIALS.

‘“ Inveraray, 22nd February, 1760.—This being the
day appointed by Act of Parliament for making present-
ments to the Court of Justiciary for tryalls before the
ensuing circuit, it is recommended to Baily Lachlan
Campbell to send presentation with proper information
and other materials to the Lord Justice Clerk or his
deputes at Edinburgh concerning Duncan M‘Farlan,
now prisoner in the Tolbooth of this burgh, for the
alleged murther of John Campbell, Chelsea pensioner,
and concerning Jean M‘Kay, also prisoner within the
Tolbooth, for the alleged stealing of watch and gold
ring from John M‘Dougall, barber, here, and from
Amelia Campbell, his spouse.”

A BiLL OF SUSPENSION.

‘“ At Inveraray, the thirteenth day of November,
one thousand seven hundred and sixty-five years.—
The Magistrates and Town Council of this burgh having
upon the twenty-ninth day of September, 1760, unani-
- mously resolved that the expense of a process for alleged
wrongous imprisonment commenced by John Bell,
taylor in Inveraray, against James Campbell of Silver-
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craigs, then one of the baillies of this burgh, should be
repaid him out of the town’s revenues, and considering
that the said John Bell obtained decree for the sum of
thirty pounds sterling, and that the said James Campbell
expended in defending the said process the sum of
twenty-one pounds fifteen shillings and elevenpence,
making up together the sum of seventy-one pounds
fifteen shillings and elevenpence, and that it is just and
reasonable he should be reimbursed of the said sum ;
therefor the said Magistrates and Council, in conse-
quence of their former resolution, hereby ordain the
accounts of the said process to be laid before them by
the said James Campbell and, if approved of by them,
they authorize and impower their treasurer to pay to
him the sum of twenty-nine pounds fifteen shillings and
elevenpenoe, being the balance remaining unpaid of the
said sum, and that out of the first and readiest of the
revenues of this burgh.’

RECRUITING FOR THE ARGYLLSHIRE REGIMENT OF
HIGHLANDERS.

‘““ At Inveraray, the 22nd January, 1778.—The
Magistrates and Town Council of Iaveraray, being
desirous to strengthen the hands of Government in
suppressing the rebellion now subsisting in America,
do hereby offer a bounty of two guineas to every able-
bodied man residing within the said burgh who shall
enlist with any recruiting party belonging to the Argyll-
shire Regiment of Highlanders, betwixt and the first
day of March next, to be paid by the Town Treasurer
upon their being regularly attested.”

CONTRACT WITH BURGH EXECUTIONER.

“ It is contracted, agreed, and ended, betwixt Lach.
Campbell, Esq., Provost, and Robert Ochiltree, surgeon,
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younger baillie of the Burgh of Inveraray, with the
consent and aprobation of the other Magistrates and
Town Council of the said burgh on the one part and
William Stewart, executioner, or lockman, of the said
Burgh of Inveraray, on the other part, in manner
following—that is to say, the said William Stewart,
for the causes and considerations aftermentioned,
hereby binds and oblidges himself that he shall do,
perform, and execute the office of dempster, lockman,
and executioner, within the said Burgh of Inveraray,
during the space of ten full and complete years from
and after the date hereof, or pleasure of the Magistrates
of the said burgh, and shall for that purpose give constant
and punctual attendance within the said burgh, and
obey the orders and commands of the Magistrates
thereof, and all other Sovereign Lords’ Judges, when
required for the which causes. And on the other part
the said Lach. Campbell, Esq., and Robert Ochiltree,
with the consent and aprobation aforesaid, hereby
bind and oblidge them and their successors in office
and community of the said burgh to make payment
to the said William Stewart of the sum of thirteen
pounds sterling of a yearly salary, and that at twelve
times in the year, by equal portions, beginning the
first term’s payment at the first day of March next for
the month immediately following, and so forth- yearly
and monthly thereafter during the space foresaid ;
and, lastly, the said Lach. Campbell and Robert Ochiltree
for themselves and their successors and community
aforesaid, and the said William Stewart, his heirs,
executors, and successors bind and oblidge them to
perform their respective parts of the premises to each
other under the penalty of five pounds sterling, attour
performance, and they consent to the registration
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hereof in the books of Council and Session, or others
competent that letters of Horng on six days’ charge,
and all other fexecution needful, may pass and be
directed hereon in form as effeirs, and thereto constitute
their pros. In witness whereof these presents written
on stamped paper by Edward Hall, writer in Inveraray,
are subscribed by us at Inveraray, the twenty-fourth
day of February, mMpccxcii., before these witnesses—
Alexander Campbell, merchant in Inveraray; Arch.
M‘Gibbon, tidesman there ; John M‘Lachlan, apprentice
to Duncan Campbell, jun., writer in Inveraray; and
James Campbell, keeper of the Tolbooth, Inveraray.
Sgd., Lachlan Campbell, Robert Ochiltree; Sgd.,
Edward Hall, N.P.; Duncan Campbell, jun., N.P.;
Alexander Campbell ; Arch. M‘Gibbon, witness; John
M‘Lachlan, witness; James Campbell, witness.”

RECRUITING FOR THE RovAL Navy.

‘ Inveraray, 26th March, 1793.—The Magistrates
and Town Council, having convened in Council, and
considering that His Majesty’s service requires a speedy
supply of seamen to man the fleet, a reward is hereby
offered of two guineas, over and above His Majesty’s
bounty, to any able seaman belonging to the port of
Inveraray or parish of Inveraray who shall betwixt
and the first day of June next appear in the Council
Chamber of Inveraray, and voluntarily enter himself
to serve in the Royal Navy, to be immediately paid by
the Town Treasurer on such seaman respectively
being approved of by the regulating officer at Greenock
as fit for service, and they appoint intimation hereof
to be made by advertisement in the Edinburgh Courant,
Caledontan Mercury, and in the Glasgow Courier and
Advertiser.
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NEw BURGESSES.

‘“Inveraray, 15th May, 1794.—Which day Colonel
Duncan Campbell of Lochnell and Captain John
MacDougall, of the Argyllshire Regiment, were admitted
burgesses of this burgh.”

RECRUITING FOR THE ARGYLLSHIRE FENCIBLES.

‘“ Inveraray, 7th February, 1795.—The Magistrates
and Town Council of this burgh, being convened in
Council, from their desire of promoting His Majesty’s
service and from their particular attachment to Colonel
Henry Mordaunt Clavering, commanding the Second
Battalion of the Argyllshire Regiment of Fencibles,
they hereby offer'a bounty of two guineas, over and
above all other bountys, to each of the first twenty
men, natives of Argyllshire, who shall enlist with them,
from this date to the tenth day of April next, for the
said Second Battalion of the Argyllshire Fencibles.
To be paid upon their joining and being approved of
at the headquarters of the regiment, and they appoint
intimation hereof to be made by advertisement.”

FRUGALITY IN EVERY SPECIES OF GRAIN,

‘ Inveraray, 15th December, 1800.—Which day the
Magistrates and Town Council of the burgh being con-
vened with the Council Chambers of this burgh. There
was laid before them by Provost MacKenzie the Duke
of Portland’s circular letter, dated the fourth day of
December, and His Majesty’s proclamation, dated the
third day of December current, transmitted to him
with the said letter inculcating the necessity of frugality
in every species of grain. On due consideration of the

said letter and proclamation_the Magistrates and Town
c
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Council resolved to pay strict attention to the recom-
mendations contained therein within their own families,
and to exhort the inhabitants of the burgh to do the
same. They lament that the very narrow funds of the
burgh do not admit of their joining their endeavours
with any degree of efficacy with the liberal and charitable
exertions of His Grace the Duke of Argyll in procuring
supplys of grain for the use of the poor, but that nothing
depending upon them should be wanting, they appoint
a subscription paper to be lodged with the Town Clerk
for the good of the poor of the burgh, and they appoint
the Magistrates a Committee to correspond and enquire
as to the prices at which grain can be imported into
the burgh.”

REPORT OF COMMITTEE FOR PROCURING GRAIN.

“Tho’ the Committee were only authorized to
inquire at what price grain could be purchased for the
inhabitants of this burgh in the present dearth of
provisions, and to report the same to the Council before
making any purchase, yet the Committee were induced
from the urgency of the case to go further lengths and
conclude a conditional bargain about grain, which the
Council may sanction or not as they shall think proper.
John MacNeil, Esquire of Gigha, came here on his way
to the low country, and mentioned his having offers
from Glasgow, Liverpool, and Greenock for three
hundred bolls of bear, Gigha groth, for which he de-
manded two pounds six shillings per boll. The Com-
mittee offered this price, and the bargain was concluded
on the following terms: The bear to be delivered and
put on board a vessel at Gigha on 15th February next,
or as soon thereafter as a vessel came to receive it,
security to be granted by the Committee for the price
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payable 15th June next, including three months’ interest,
Mr. MacNeil to pay one-third part of the freight of the
vessel on condition that the vessel brought him to
Gigha a load of timber he had purchased at Inveraray.
The Council agree to what the Committee had done.”

WATCHING AND WARDING.

‘ Inveraray, 2oth March, 1805.—The Magistrates
and Council of Inveraray, taking into their consideration
the unsufficient state of the Tolbooth of Inveraray, and
that from some recent attempts made to rescue there-
from Archibald Gray, prisoner accused of housebreaking
and theft, there is reason to apprehend a remewal of
similar attempts, do therefor, in terms of the laws im-
posing the services of watching and warding within
burghs, and particularly the statute of King James VI.,
1592, appoint and ordain the persons, inhabitants
within the royalty of said burgh contained in a list of
this date, put into the hands of the town officer, any
two of them at a time, to act by themselves, or by
proper substitutes, to be employed by them, as a night
watch and guard on the said Tolbooth of Inveraray,
and that from the hour of ten in each night until the
hour of six in the following morning, successively,
between the date hereof and the seventh day of May
next, being the day named for the sitting of the next
Circuit Court of Justiciary within the said Burgh of
Inveraray, and they direct the town officers to give
timeous intimation to the persons whose turn it may
be to act successively upon guard, and on the said 7th
day of May to lodge the said list, specifying such as
have been upon guard with the Town Clerk in order
that in future apportioning of the service of watching
and warding within the said burgh respect may be had
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thereto. Having also taken into their consideration
that the insufficiency of the prison of Inveraray neces-
sarly imposes a degree of vigilance on the part of the
burgh in guarding the same on particular emergencies,
which might be obviated in a great measure if the prison
is made secure and sufficient, they do therefor appoint
the present Magistrates as a Committee of their number
to prepare a memorial to the next general meeting of
the Commissioners of Supply of the County representing
the insufficient state of the prison, and praying the
meeting to take the same into consideration.”

REWARD FOR CAPTURING A PRISON BREAKER.

‘“ At Inveraray, the 14th February, 1806.—It being
represented to the Magistrates that Donald Ross,
residing at Lochgilphead, and an adjutant to the Argyll-
shire Volunteers, is claiming a reward of ten pounds
advertised for apprehending Archibald Gray, who
escaped from the Tolbooth of Inveraray in April, 18035,
and bringing him to the prison of Greenock, from whence
he afterwards escaped, the Magistrates authorize the
Treasurer of the Burgh to make payment of the said
sum to the said Donald Ross, and to take credit there-
from.”
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CHARTER OF THE RoOYAL BURGH OF
INVERARAY.

A.D. 1648.

Chatles, bp the grace of God, Bing of Great Hritain,
France, and Ereland; Befender of the Saith:

To all good men of his whole realm, Clerks and
Laymen ;' Greeting: it pe.

e, considering that there is at present no royal
burgh within our county of Argyll, although the said
county is one of the largest coumnties within our kingdom
of Scotland : And that the Burgh of Inveraray, which
is the capital burgh of our said county, is only a burgh
of barony, [but] is most fit to be erected into a Royal
Burgh, for the increase of polity, commerce, and traffic
in that part of our said kingdom ; seeing that the said
burgh is distant from the burgh nearest to itself, namely,
Dumbarton, by the space of twenty-four miles or
thereby : 2nd that it is well pleasing to our trusty
and well-beloved cousin and counsellor, Archibald,
Marquis of Argyll (to whom the said burgh of Inveraray
belongs as his own proper inheritance, and in which
he and his predecessors are infefted), that the said
burgh be erected into a opal Burgh, as it now lies
and is bounded within the marches and limits under-
noted as follows in the vulgar tongue, viz:—* The
burne called the Cromalt at the south; the grein and
yard dykes of the said Marqueis his hous of Inveraray,
the landis of Kilmalew, and the burne of Achareochye,
respectively, on the north; the loch of Lochfyne on
the east; and the said Marqueis his park dyke and
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the common mure, respectively, on the west partis: "’
Therefore, and for certain good reasons and considera-
tions moving us, e, with the advice and consent of
our Treasurers, Principal and Depute, of our said
kingdom of Scotland, and the remanent Lords of
Exchequer, of our same kingdom, our Commissioners,
habe created, made, erected, and incorporated, and by
the tenor of our present Qharter, create, make, erect,
and incorporste the said Burgh of Enberarap and
the whole houses built and to be built within the
said bounds, along with the same bounds, whole acres,
roods, pasturages, mosses, moors, and commonties
belonging thereto, into one whole and Hree Wopal
$urgh, to be called our $urgh of Enberarap in all time
coming, tith all the pribileges, liberties, and immunities
belonging thereto: Meserbing, however, to our said
trusty and well-beloved cousin and counsellor, Archibald,
Marquis of Argyll, his heirs and successors, his feu-
farms, duty-farms, and other duties and rights, in
use to_have been paid to the said Marquis, and com-
petent or that may be competent to himself and his
foresaids, and (contained) in the rights and infeftments
of feu-farms and other securities, by the said Marquis
and his foresaids to the inhabitants of the said burgh
made and granted, or to be made and granted, retained
or to be retained : And further, e, with the consent
aforesaid, give and grant full liberty and power to
the inhabitants of our said Burgh of Inveraray of
choosing a Provost, four Bailies, a Dean of Guild, a
Treasurer, and twelve persons as Councillors: 2nd
of choosing the said Magistrates yearly from a number
or leet of three for the Provost, and twelve for the
Bailies, to be given in yearly by the said Marquis of
Argyll, his heirs and successors: 2Amd, if the said
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Marquis and his foresaids shall fail to give in the said
number or Jeet yearly, then it shall be right and lawful
for the said burgh to elect its Magistrates for that
year : @Hith power also to the said Provost, Bailies,
and Councillors of electing Commissioners for our
said burgh to all our Parliaments and other general
conventions, with all other officers for the good govern-
ance of our said burgh: 2nd with power to the said
Provost, Bailies, and Councillors, and their successors,
of making regulations, Acfs, and statufes, for the just
governance of our said burgh, according to the laws
and practice of our said kingdom, and of making and
creating burgesses and Guild brothers, with such liberties
and privileges as belong to these, or as are wont to be
enjoyed within any other royal burgh of our said
kingdom : 2And of having within our said burgh all
merchants and craftsmen whatsoever pertaining to a
free royal burgh : $#ith power and libertp of enjoying
“ traffic and trade,” as well within our said kingdom
as in others beyond the same, and of exporting and
importing all lawful merchandise and commodities
whatsoever : And, to this effect, of possessing * schipis,
barkis, and boates,” with sailors and other mariners,
and of issuing and directing * cocquetts,” and of buying
and selling wine, wax, woollen and linen cloth, broad
and narrow, and all other merchandise whatsoever
pertaining to a free royal burgh: 2And with power
to the said Provost and Bailies and their successors
of holding burgh courts within the said burgh, and of
appointing their own court days, clerks, officers, and
other necessary members of court, as freely as any
other royal burgh within our said kingdom has done
or will hereafter do: 2nd e make and constitute
the said Provost and Bailies of our said Burgh of
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Inveraray and their successors, Junstices of the Peace,
within the bounds of our said burgh, with power to
them of appointing constables and all other officers
and necessary members of court: 2nd WHe gibe and
conbep to the said Magistrates and their successors
the whole forfeits, fines, and amercements of the said
courts, respectively, to be applied for the common
good of our said burgh and its inhabitants: 2nd
likewise. @Be, with consent aforesaid, give and grant
full liberty, licence, and power to the Provost, Bailies,
and Councillors of our said burgh of having and erecting
a new Market Cross and a new Eonrt Fouse, within the
same, and in like manner, ports or * harbores” in the
mouth of the river Aray, or in any other part or parts
within the bounds above-mentioned, where they may
judge most convenient: Also, e gibe and grant
to them a weekly market on Friday, with three free
faivs yearly, and each of these to last for the space
of eight days, to be held yearly at the undernoted
times, viz., the first thereof on the seventeenth day
of the month of May, called “ St. Brandane’s day,”
yearly ; the second thereof on the fifteenth day of
the month of July, yearly; and the third thereof on
the sixteenth day of the month of September, yearly :
probided that the said days be not Lordsdays, and if
the same be Lordsdays, the said markets to be held
on the next day immediately following, respectively :
@ ith potwer to the said Provost and Bailies of the said
Burgh of Inveraray of holding the said fairs and markets
either within the bounds of our said burgh or upon
any other convenient premises adjacent to the same,
where they may succeed in obtaining liberty to hold
the same from the owners and possessors thereof :
And e gibe and grant to the said Provost, Bailies,

[
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Councillors, and community, and to their successors,
the whole petty customs of the said fairs and markets,
with the anchorage dues and tolls of vessels, ‘‘ roades
and harbories,” of our said burgh, for their own use,
to be applied for the good and benefit of our said burgh ;
Soreoder, e, with consent aforesaid, will and grant
that the said burgh shall enjoy and have the privilege
of a free royal burgh of free fairs and markets thereof
within the whole bounds of the said county of Argyll,
as well by sea as by land: Excepting onlp those.
bounds between the water of Bardiravine and the Mull
of Kintyre, and which bounds are reserved as within
the liberty of the town of Loch-head in Kintyre, where,
by the . . . Act of Parliament of our late most illus-
trious father, King James the Sixth, a free royal burgh
is ordained to be erected: And e will and grant
that no other royal burgh or burgh of barony shall be
erected within the bounds of our said county of Argyll
at any future time to the prejudice of the liberties of
- our said Burgh of Inveraray, and that no weekly market
nor free fair shall be held beyond our said Burgh of
Inveraray within the bounds of our said county, except
in the burgh ordained to be erected in Kintyre:
Enhibiting and forbidding all and sundry our subjects
and others whom it concerns from all exercise of the
liberties of a royal burgh or burgh of barony, and from
all holding or observing of weekly markets or free fairs
beyond our said Burgh of Inveraray, within the bounds
above specified (except in as far as is above excepted) :
To be held and had whole and entive, our said Burgh,
of Enberarap, with all and sundry the liberties, privileges,
jurisdictions, and other foresaids, by the said Provost,
Bailies, Councillors, and community of our said burgh,
and their successors, from ng and our successors, as
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a Jfree Ropal Burgh in perpetuity, within the whole
bounds and liberties thereof, with the courts
amercements . . . . of court, forfeits, and the
other immunities belonging to any other free royal
burgh within our said kingdom : Anh with all other
and sundry their privileges, conveniences .
easements and rights belonging to them whatsoever
as well those not named as those named, as well under
the ground as above the ground, far and near, belonging
to the said burgh, or which may justly be held to belong,
whatsoever, for the future, freely, quietly, fully, wholly,
honourably, well, and in peace, without any hindrance,
revocation, contradiction, or obstacle 