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TO THE RIGHT HONOURABLE LORD ASHLEY,

ONE OF THE COMMISSIONERS FOR THE AFFAIRS OF INDIA,

&e. &c. Geo

MY LORD,

W e have much happiness in presenting to your Lordship the
first volame of the CaMBRIAN QUARTERLY MaGazINE ;
a work which, in occupying a place in the catalogue of
English books, has derived important assistance from you :
common gratitude, my Lord, prompts us to dedicate its first-
fruaits to our chief Patron.

Obsequious panegyric too often constitutes the greater
portmf printl;d d%gications. It would ill become %lrs, as
Welshmen, as descendants of the ANorcHVYGOL of old, (a
title we are not a little proud of,) to adopt so despicable a
procedure : we prefer respectfully addressing your Lordship
as a man of sense, of education.

We are happy to declare that the CAmBRr1AN has met with
the approval of the learned and venerable men whose know-
ledge of their country’s lore renders their co-operation so
valuable, and their estimation so important.

Such being secured, it may be said that of a Safs, of one
necessarily not so well qualified to judge of the merits of our
Maguzine, must be of minor importance : we reply, that your
Lordship’s commendation is scarcely less valuable than theirs ;
for, though you cannot allege undivided attention to our
language and writings, it has this advantage—national pre-
judice and early associations could have no influence over
your pursuits. :

In alluding to your Lordship’s academical distinctions, we
resume no man can charge us with false praise. Your taste
as been formed on models of classic excellence: in the

diversity of reading, you have turned to the humble treasures
of long-neglected and almost forgotten Wales ; from the high-
toned lyre of the Grecian muse, to the simple music of the
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mountain Telyn ; from the waters of Helicon, to the wild
torrents of Eryri: after studying the varied intelligence of
Athens and Rome, you could, nevertheless, address the bards
of Cymru in the words of the old patriot, dAA& 3% wds Updc
éxad was SieQ@epbvrag dyans.

We congratulate thereaders of the CAMBRIAN QUARTERLY
in receiving your unbiassed testimony of the intrinsic merits
of our native literature.

Those who know the history of our undertaking, (and your
Lordship is of the number,) can testify it was no sordid
speculation that actuated the few individuals who instituted
the CaAMBRIAN QUARTERLY MacaziNg, but, in truth, a
purely disinterested motive, the ‘“ love, strong as death,” of
their native Principality, that induced them to encounter the
risk, the difficulties, and the discouragement, of the task;
these obstacles are now removed, and the path before us pre-
sents a less formidable aspect : we have met with encourage-
ment where we were threatened with opposition, we are
favored with assistance which was at first withheld.

A hope of permanently establishing the CamsrIaN
QUARTERLY now appears not unreasonable; and, in making
this statement, we feel assured it will afford strong satisfaction
to those patriotic friends who link the name and honour of
Cambria with their own.

Again we offer our grateful thanks, trusting that some
articipation of our labour by a son of the House of Shaftes-
ury can in no sense sully its escutcheon or lower its
. nobility.
We have the honour to remain,

Your Lordship’s obliged, humble Servants;,

THE EDITORS.
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83 The INDEX o the present Volume will be given in our next Number,
to be published on the 1st of January, 1830, .

.. Commencing with VoLume II., an Enlargement will be made to our

London and Provincial Intelligence: it will comprekend Quarterly Agri-
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the Flannel and Iron Trades ; Marriages, Births, Deaths, Civil and Miki-
tary Appointmenls, Parliamentary and Assize Reports, Judicial Nomina-
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INTRODUCTION.

AmipsT the general neglect of Welsh Literature, the apathy with
which its low estate has been looked upon by the greater part of
the inhabitants of the Principalily, and the incurious carelessness
of strangers respecting it, few can koow, and still fewer can ap-
reciate, the deep anxiety, the bitter regret, felt by some warm
vers of their country, and their land’s language, for the unde-
served disesteem which it has hitherto met with.

Efforts have, from time to time, been made to preserve and bring
into notice the valuable relics of Welsh genius, which, admired
and prized as they are by the studious af our countrymen, are
still, for the#most part, as utterly unknown to Eoglish readers as
if they bad no existence; and, though these efforts have been at-
tended with small success, as far as publicity is concerned, yet the
zealous individuals, who, with little support from their own nation,
and no encouragement from the literati of England, devoted their
time and fortunes to the patriotic object, have at least been the
means of preserving, for a more auspicious opportunity, treasures
that must otherwise have been irretrievably lost.

The principal cause to which we attribute the failure of all past
attempts to render our native literature as popular as it deserves
is, that the object of all such has hitherto been, for the most part,
to interest the minds of Welshmen alone. National and local
feeling has been too exclusively consulted: no disposition has
been shewn to impart their stores. The Archeeology of Wales, for
stance, a noble and patriotic work, due to the exertions of three
fedividuals, is & book sealed to all bat Cambrians, nay, even to

¥e. 1, B



2 Introduction.

the generality of them ; for it cannot for a moment be doubted
but that the upper classes of the Principality are, for the most
part, ignorant of the written, if not of the spoken, language of
their country. Now, in undertaking the present Work, our
purpose is to make it interesting and pleasing to the general
reader. That we bave the means of doing so we confidently
assert. We can look over our stores, and say, with well-grounded
exultation, ¢ If these were known, they could not but be approved.”
Favor has been shewn of late to remains of ancient genius not a
whit superior to what we shall be able to produce. Year after
year, time is making ravages among a rich store of invaluable
manuscripts, which nothing but instant exertion can preserve.
Yet a few generations, and the memorials of the intellect that Aas
been active in Wales will be annihilated ; the annals of her litera-
ture will be as an oak whose leaf fadeth, and as a garden that hath
no water ; the workings of mind among her Bards and Druids
will be lost, not only in their énergies, but in their effects; and in
their stead will be left a waste, a desert, without culture, and
without fruit. O! will a people that prides itself on its lettered
antiquity, and its name that has been of old, look carelessly on,
and make no effort to prevent such a consummation as this ?

There are two classes of readers whom we think ourselves in
duty bound to consult, and towards whom we shall endeavour to
observe a strict impartiality. The first genus is of our own Cymmry,
whose requisition is not so much to be informed respecting their
native lore, as to see all that they have learned to value and ve-
nerate in a fair way to be preserved in a form wherein time shall
have no power to injure it: and we do look to them for every
encouragement in 8o laudable a purpose ; nor, from our knowledge
of the kindly and liberal spirit of our countrymen, do we anticipate
a disappointment. In the second place, we must propitiate our
English friends. There is much to be done towards winning the
incurious and indifferent into an interest for Wales, beyond what
bas been raised by a summer’s ramble through some of its most
picturesque counties. We only wish for a fair opportunity of con-
vincing those who visit us in June, to admire our lakes and
mountains, explore the ruins of Denbigh or Caernarvon, scale
Snowdon and Cader Iddris, revel on thyme-fed mutton, dance a
quadrille to a genuine Welsh harp, or shoot puffins off Holyhead,
that we have greater things than these. There is much to be done
towards persuading the uninitiated that we have other than super-
ficial objects to shew his eyes and glad his heart; that we can
gratify his mental senses no less than his corporeal. There is
much to be done towards removing old prejudices, correcting long

" standing errors, disturbing settled opinions, combating received
authorities.

To give an instance of this: What reader of Shakspeare does
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not entertain a settled conviction that Owen Glendour (as the
Saeson call him,) was indeed a magician of first-rate power;
that the goats did run from the mountains at his birth; that he
could really call spirits from the vasty deep, and that they would
come when he did call them? Now, whatever might be English
belief on the subject, we do seriously affirm that the said Owen
was guiltless of any such doings; that he would have been ac-
quitted of the sin of witcheraft even by the first James himself,
- whose judgment in those matters was infallible. We have higher

thoughts than these of the hero Owain Glyndwr, deeper associa-
tions with his name, more exalted reverence for his memory. We
look upon him as the Scotch do upon the “ wight Wallace ;” as
Englishmen upon a Russell or a Hampden. And, when our
gallant countryman baffles King Henry with his own good sword,
and sends him bootless home, we will not allow a jackanapes of a
chronicler to persuade the easy citizens of London that the enemy
* through arte magicke caused such foule weather of windes,
tempest, raine, snowe, and haile to be raised for the annoiance of
the king’s armie, that the like had never been hearde of.”

‘We shall have a word to say also respecting the true history of
that darling of romance, the British Arthur, But in connexion
with him, we cannot even here pass over one whom we all have
read or heard of, Merlin the Enchanter. He is an important actor
in the British struggles against the Saxon invader. The unpa-
ralleled prodigy of his birth, the fight of the ominous dragons, the
magician’s subtle arts and quaint giuguim for the advancement
and even amusement of his protegé Arthur, and his final succumb-
ing to female beauty, which doomed him to be an eternal prisouer
to the dangerous Lady of the Lake, are circumstances made suffi-
ciently familiar to the reading public by many a dainty romance.
Nor will it perhaps be much to our advantage if we sober down
this rich colouring to the hue of truth. Nevertheless, we shall
take an early opportunity to ease this worthy of the harlequin-
jacket in which he has perforce masqueraded it so long. We
shall exhibit him as a warrior, a poet, a chief “of the collar of
gold,” but—no conjuror. Merddyn Wyllt (his true appellation),
son of Madog Morvryn, was abard of rank, a steady opposer of the
Saxon foe, and, above all, a zealot, even to frenzy, in poetry; and
most of his pieces that have been preserved to us are full of histo-
rical notices, delivered in a fervid strain of prophetic enthusiasm,
whence, probably, his cognomen of Wyllt, the wild or frantic.
From one of his productions, called Avallenau, or the Orchard, of
a calmer and more franslatable cast than the rest, we select a
specimen of his style, entreating all the indulgence due to an
almost literal version :

‘ Lovely tree, fair fragrant apple !
With thy thick and glossy foliage,
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Graceful stem, and spreading branches,—
’Ere that war’s deep desolation

Chilled my heart with sights of sorrow,—
How I loved to gaze upon thee

Shining in thy verdant mantle !

Yet, oh yet, my voice prophetic

Sings the day of retribution,

Day of triumph, day of vengeance,
When a fierce all-conquering legion,
Pengwern's® legion, strong in battle,
Quatffers of divine metheglin,

Shall avenge our wrongs and mourning.”

Pretty well this for one whose father, as we are informed by English
record, was little better than a deemon, le diable moir, himself.
The allusion to the potations with which the Salopian heroes were
wont to stimulate their courage, however characteristic, may ap-
pear anything but dignified to modern notions: yet the very same
idea occurs in one of the most inspired of classic poets. Kins
Pelasgus, in the Suppliants of Eschylus, tells the Egyptian heral
that he cares not for him, for the drinkers of beer are no match
for those who are strong with wine, in terms that Merddyn might
himself have applied to the circumstances of his own time,

If there should perchance be one who wearies of the marvels of
mere mortals, we invite him to follow us to the land of Welsh
faérie. We will introduce him to the magic circle of the Mabino-
gion. He shall know the Tylwyth Tég+t in their diminutive beauty,
and the grotesque shapes and wild knavery of the Ellyllon;; “a
hundred wry-mouthed elves” shall gambol to make him sport
round some vapour-belted carnedd ;§ or, if he has nerve enoui{l.
we will give him a gail through their proper realm of mist. He
shall see them shake their fox-glove helms, and brandish the reedy
spear. Come, gentle reader, we will lead you to some pebbly
shore, where no summer bathing-place has ever profaned the
haunts of unearthly inhabitants. You shall hear the chanted
spell of the mermaid, and we will tell you sad tales of the effects
of her fatal beauty. Or are you in a solemn mood, we will wait
till night falls on the road that winds up to yon ivied church. It
may chance that some death is nigh: then shall we sge the Can-
wyll corph,|| sad messenger of fate, gliding with funereal glare
to the spot that must soon receive the mortal remains of him
whose unembodied image bears the ghastly torch. You may,
peradventure, see, if you are in the luck to be in at the death of a
man of family, the gloomy procession of the funereal train, the
shadowy hearse, the spectral horses, the unrevolving wheels of

* Pengwern, Shrewsbury. t Fair Family, an usual name for the fairies.
t Elves. § Ceirn, or tumulus. § Corpse candle.
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;l_:quming coaches, moving in melancholy state to the home of all
iving.

To purify your bewildered mind, after these sad visions, we
will conduct you to the holy waters of some consecrated well :
there are plenty to choose from, and a most delicate legend to
each. There is the far-famed fountain of the high-born Winifred,
which furnishes a cold-bath of infinite service both to soul and
body. There is the limpid water hallowed by St. Tigla, where,
for the small charge of a barn-door fowl, sixpence, and a rather-
uncomfortable night's lodging, a person may be thoroughly re-
covered of the most confirmed tendency to epilepsy. Ah! is there
one so profane as to smile at our serious assertion? We will
forthwith ¢ put him in St. Elian’s Well.” He knows not, pro-
bably, the import of this threat: he shall be informed anon: in
the mean time, he has mocked our faith, and—let him take the
consequences. It is worthy of remark, too, that these legends are
not merely extant as amusing fables, as the relics and dreams of
a by-gone time. They are for the most part the actual creed of a
peasantry sober and phlegmatic in the extreme: they are re-
peated in the cottage as * things of sooth ;” as matters of credence
and certainty ; as memorials of unearthly agency, which it is the
sin of unbelief to doubt, and profaneness to ridicule. We do not
expect this simplicity of understanding to continue long among
our cottagers. The increased communication between them and
their Saesneg neighbours, together with Sunday-schools and
parish libraries, will, in no very great multitude of days, cause the
superstitions of the time past, and the time that is,. to become as
a tale that is told. The present opportunity is, probably, the last
that will be afforded for the preservation of their memory.

The PoeTry of Wales does not,  as may at first be supposed,
devote itself to the record and embellishment of these wild popular
legends. Its province lies rather in fact than in imagination.” [t
comprises the great mass of what is left of our earliest history.
The writings of Gwalchmai, Aneurin, Liywarch Hén, and other
illustrious bards, with whom we wish our readers a better ac-
quaintance, and shall endeavour to promote one, are a store-
house of authentic matter, where, if the inventive powers are at all
employed, it is merely giving' a glow and vividness to the descrip-
tion of the facts related. To take an instance: The Gododin,
an historical poem, written about a.p. 560, by Aneurin of the
Flowing Soung, is 4n irregular narrative of calamitous events, of
which the narrator was himself a witness, recorded in the form of
an elegiac strain over the fallen warriors. The circumstances of
the battle, the unfortunate and disgraceful incident that caused
the defeat of the Britons, the names, persons, and characters of
the champions, are undoubtedly real and authentic. The bard
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exerts his powers to clothe the naked history in suitable and dig-
nified attire. The introduction of circumstances no less real and
authentic perhaps, but not necessary to the right perception of the
history, the slender-limbed thick-maned steed, the spurs of gold,
the glancing of the spears, the blue and shining swords, the
corpses borne on long biers to the yawning grave, are neglected
by the historian, but sacredly treasured up by the poet. They
are, in reality, no less history than the other, but history of a dif-
ferent kind, and of a kind much more rarely met with. And, for-
tunately for us, we have had among us no Macpherson to dish up
-our venerable relics by the rules of polite criticism, in order to
make them more suitable to the public taste. Ours retain all the
rude simplicity, the unsophisticated characteristics, of the age to
which they belong. The cavils they have been exposed to, have
only served to bring to light new and stronger proofs of their anti-
quity. Is there not a self-vindicating genuineness on the face of
such lines as these ?

¢ Cywyrain cedwyr & gyvarvaant ;
Yn nghyd neud yn unvryd yd gyrgasant!
Byr eu hoedl ! hir eu hoed ar eu carant!
Saith cymaint o Loegrwys & laddasant ;
O gywrysedd gwragedd gwyg y gwnaethant:
Llawer mam & deigr ar e1 hamrant!”

¢ Simultaneously rising, men of conflict have together met ;
Together in one purpose have they not joined the brunt !
Brief their existence ! long their regret with those who love
thenf!
Seven times their number of the Loegrians they have slain ;
From the contentious brawl of women gallantly they have acted,
Made many a mother with a tear on her eyelash !”

Another, from the same:
“Crau 4 gyreynt, cynnullynt reiawr ;
Yn gynvan, mal taran, twrv acsawr :
Yn nydd gwyth adwyth oedd ei lavnawr,
Pan grysiai Cynon, gin y wyrdd wawr.”
¢ They hastened for blood, they thronged with radiant points ;
In fromt, like thunder, loud the crash of shields :
In the day of fury, as a tempest were his blades,
When Cynon hurried onward, with the green dawn.”

Such is the verse of him of the Flowing Muse :—** Insignem cithard
cantuque fluenti.””*

Much of what remains from the poetry of the old bards is, as
one might expect, of a martial character. These are the usual

¢ YVal, Flaccus, lib, iii,
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concomitants of barbarous conflict; the headlong courage, the
furious encounter, the shout, the confused noise, and the garments
stained with blood. Take the following short specimen of a warlike
strain from the pen of Taliessin :

¢ Gwelais wyr gorvawr
'A ddygyrgynt awr,
Gwelais waed ar lawr;
Rhag rhuthr cleddyvawr
Glesynt esgyll gwawr.”

“I have seen men of mighty front
Assembling to the shout ; .
I too have seen the blood. upon the ground :
From the rush of men, of swords,
They tinged with blue the wings of the dawn.”

Some, however, are in a more peaceful vein: the revel in the
hall, the praise of the chief, the praise of wine, the praise of women,
the feelings and meditations of the bard himself. And others,
again, of a philosophical and mystical kind, involving the deep
doctrines of the Druids, and the sacred institutions of Bardic so-
cieties. One remarkable personage we cannot omit, namely,
Davydd ap Gwilym. He sang his gay roundelays in our valleys
and {zalls long before Geoffrey Chaucer had opened his pure well
of English undefiled ; while the only poetry of England was found
in the mongrel rhapsodies of Normo-Saxon minstrels, or the deli-
cate chronicles of Robert of Gloucester. We cannot prevail our-
selves to withbold one specimen of our light-hearted sonneteer.

The Bard, speaking from the land of Wild Gwynedd, or North
Wales, ¢ O berfedd Gwlad Gwynedd Gwyllt,” thus invokes the
summer to visit the sweet pastoral county of Glamorgan with ali
its blessings: e

¢¢ And wilt thou, at the Bard’s desire,
Shine in thy godlike robes of fire,
His envoy deign to be ?
Hence from Wild Gwynedd mountain land,
To fair Morganwg Druid strand,
Sweet margin of the sea.
Oh! may for me thy burning feet
With peace, and wealth, and glory greet,
My own dear southern home ;
Land of the barons, halls of snow !
Land of the harp! the vineyards glow,
Green bulwark of the foam.
She is the refuge of distress;
Her never-failing stores
Have cheer'd the famish’d wilderness,
Have gladden’d distant shores.
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Oh ! leave no little plot of sod

’Mid all her clust'ring vales untrod ;
But all thy varying gifts unfold

In one mad embassy of gold :

O’er all the land of beauty fling
Bright records of thy elfin wing.”

From this scene of ecstasy, he makes a beautiful transition to
the memory of Ivor, his early benefactor: still addressing the
summer, he says,

 Then will I, too, thy steps pursuing,

From wood and cave,

And flowers the mountain-mists are dewing,
The loveliest save ;

From all thy wild rejoicings borrow

One utterance from a heart of sorrow ;

The beauties of thy court shall grace

My own lost Ivor’s dwelling-place.”

‘We shall not at present give the reader any more samples of
these venmerable productions. We have exhibited enough to
whet a healthy gppetite, and we promise an abundant banquet
hereafter. :

Pass we on to a most interesting part of our national literature,
—our Topographical Researches. How much curious and im-
portant matter on this subject has been collected by individuals,
who, from their circumstances and occupations, were unable to
transfer them from the manuscript to the press, it is impossible to
say: a great deal, certainly, of such treasured lore is scattered
about the country. Welsh topography has an interest beyond
that of most nations: their places have unchangeable records
within themselves. Every name is a history ; every extraordinary
feature of country has a tradition. ‘A few minutes’ walk (says
one of our most learned and valuable correspondents) would place
me on an eminence whence I might view Moel Benlli (the hill of
Benlli), on the east side of the vale of Clwyd ; and the top of the
hill is crowned by the entrenched camp of that chieftain, who lived
in the middle of the fifth century. By turning the eye a little to
the north, another summit of :Ze Clwydian bills is seen, with
earthworks thereon, and which is called Moel Arthur. At a

int more north, the British camp above Bodvari crowns another
E?ll ; and the Roman camp of Varis is below, in the vale. Looking
south-west, I see the mountain of Hiraethog, with a chain of
tumuli ; distant about three miles is the eminence called Gorsedd
Brén, or the judicial seat of Brin ; on the side of which is Havod
Caradog, the summer dwelling of Caractacus, who was the son of
Brén. Looking directly west, distant about fo;r miles, there is
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another range of tumuli; in one of which a brass dagger, about
five inches long, made to fit into a handle, was found last year,
similar to others found in Wiltshire. A little more northward,
three miles off, there is a tamulus, with the remains of some raised
earthwork around it; the names of both are quite 2 mystery, when
the situation is considered. The tumulus is called Bedd Robin
Hood, the grave of Robin Hood; and the mounds, the walls of
Robin Hood. We never heard of Robin Hood here, except in these
names. Is it possible that notorious character could have ended
his days here ? Last summer I visited the scene of one of the
Mabinogion, and found the names and incidents of it still preserved

by tradition ; and yet these tales have rested for some hundreds of
years in oblivion.”

How to give our uninitiated Saesneg readers a full and faithful
notion of our Triads, in the short space that we can here afford’
them, we can scarcely tell. They are modes of treasaring and
commanicating knowledge to which other literature is totally a
stranger. They stand alone and unparalleled in the annals of
letters. Their principle was evidently the invention of a people
among whom the use of the pen was either totally unknown or
littke encouraged; and who, therefore, bad recourse to that kind -
of artificial memory for the preservation of historical facts, doc-
trines of religion, precepts of morality, and legal institutes, by
oral tradition. They may claim an antiquity beyond any other
existing productions of the human intellect in these kingdoms.
They were probably chanted at the Bardic solemnities long
befora Ceesar had an opportunity of remarking the singular means
by which the British youth were taught to strengthen at once and
store their memories, recited perhaps in the very words we can
now produce, while the old Druid yet cropped his sacred mistletoe
and oak, performed his sacrifices, undisturbed by any foreign
interference. We subjoin a few gpecimens of|, first, the Triads of
Bardism :

“ There are three circles of existence: the circle of infinity,
where there is nathing but God of living or dead, and none but
God can traverse it ; the circle of inchoation, where all things are
by natare derived from death, and this circle has been traversed
by man; and the circle of felicity, where all things spring from
life, and this man shall traverse in heaven.

¢ Animated beings have three states of cxistence: that of in-
choation, in the lowest point of existence; that of liberty, in the
state of humanity ; and that of love, which is felicity, in heaven.

¢« Animated beings are subject to three necessities : a beginning,
in the lowest point of existence; progression, in the circle of
inchoation ; and plenitude, in heaven, or the circle of felicity.
Without these things, nothing can possibly exist but God.”

¥o. I. . ¢
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From the Triads of Movements.

“ There are three trumpet movements: the assembling of a
country by elders and heads of tribes; the horn of harvest; and
the horn of battle and war, against the molestation of a bordering
country and of strangers.

“There are three movements of mutual arming: against
strangers aud the molestation of a bordering country; against
those who violate privilege and law; and against ravenous wild
animals.

¢ There are three movements of general aid : the bards in their .
circuit of tuition ; reverse from war; and aliens under the protec-
tion of the nation of the Cymmry.”

But we must draw to a conclusion. The limits of a single article
will not allow us to give even a transient view of all our intellec-
tual stores. But, even from this rambling and imperfect sketch,
an idea may be formed of our resources, and of the nature of our
work. We have good and well founded hope, that our efforts will
not be unsuccessful. We trust that the trouble, and ¢ darkness
and dimness of anguish,” that have so long brooded over Cymric
literature, will, at no distant period, be effectually removed ; and
if we could in any degree be the willing, though humble agents of
so desirable a consummation, we shall esteem ourselves but too
fortunate. Some bard of poetry or prose may arise among us, to
whom the stores we shall collect may be invaluable materials for
works in which time shall work no decay. Some southern Scott
may, with his mighty imagination, translate our rudest legends,
the most deformed and blood-stained points of our history, into
glorious visions of light and beauty. Meanwhile, we will do what-
ever unwearied industry, ardent zeal, and a ¢ spiritus tenuis
cameenee,” can effect. We are, at least, powerful in the strength
of the intellect that was of old ; and its productions it will be our
care to exhibit in the best form we can, collecting them with inde-
fatigable exertion from all the hidden places where they have been
‘¢ scattered in the dark and cloudy day.” )

B e

BIOGRAPHY OF THE LATE LLOYD, LORD KENYON.

Ix presenting to the readers of the CaAMBRIAN QUARTERLY a
sketch of the Life of Lroyp, Lorp Kenvow, Lord Chief Justice
of England, the writer is very sensible of his inability to do justice
to his task, however gratifying to the feelings of veneration and
respect which he entertains for that distinguished character. In
one respect, especially, no one could be more appropriately se-
lected for early distinction in this work, for no Welshman was ever
more thoroughly attached to his country, or more eminently exhi-
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bited two characteristic traits of Cambria,—warmth of heart, and
sincerity of character.—Lloyd, Lord Kenyon, was born on the
5th of October, o.s. 1732. He was the second son of Lloyd
Kenyon, esq. and Jane Eddowes, his wife, of Gredington, Flint-
shire. His father was a magis(rate of that county, and became
ﬁ)uessed of the now paternal estate of Gredington by his marriage.

e had before lived at the Bryn, in the same ﬁarish, (Hanmer,
Flintshire,) which property came to his father by his marriage with
Miss Lloyd, daughter and heiress of Luke Lloyd, esq. a magistrate
for that county in the middle of the seventeenth century. The
family of Kenyon were originally settled at Kenyon, in the parish
of Winwick, Lancashire,® which property passed by an heiress
nto the Holland family,of Heaton; and has been inherited, through
the Egerton’s, by the present Earl of Wilton, of Heaton House,
near Manchester. The family of Kenyon afterwards removed to
Parkhead, near Blackburn, and subsequently to Peel Hall, near
Bolton-le-Moors, in consequence of a marriage with an heiress of
the Rigby+ family, about the middle of the seventeenth century.
The remainder in fee of this mansion and property are settled on
the present Lord Kenyon.

Lloyd, Lord Kenyon, being originally the second son of a country
gentleman of moderate fortune, was intended to be brought up as
a solicitor, after having finished his education, at the age of seven-
teen, under Dr. Hughes, at Ruthin School, a school then in high
repute, at which the sons of many Welshmen of family were edu-
cated. His scholastic labours were now succeeded by diligent and
devoted legal practice. His knowledge of Greek was slight, but
few men more keenly enjoyed the beauties of Virgil and Horace
than he did. On the death of his elder brother, who was a member
of St. John’s, Cambridge, as his father had also been, it was de-
termined that he should embark in the profession of the law, so as
to qualify him to obtain its honours and rewards in London. There,
accordingly, he went in 1755, and was entered at the Middle
Temple, a society to which he remained zealously attached to his
life’s end. In the country he had been under an eminent solicitor,
James Tomkinson, esq. of Nantwich, a man to whose ability and
assiduity he always bore high testimony, and never neglected to
acknowledge the valuable information he obtained under his
tuition, Lord Kenyon’s practice in London came to him so slowly,
as has been the case with some other celebrated lawyers, (and,
among the rest, that very eminent one, the Earl of Eldon,) that,
after ten years sgent inits pursuitin London, he would gladly have
quitted it, by taking orders, if he could have obtained the small

® The Parliamentary History will show that two of Iord K.’s ancestors sat in
pasliament towards the end of the seventeenth and begiuning of the eighteenth
centuries, for Clitheroe and Wigan.

t Anancestor of Lord Kenyon’s was deputy governor of the Isle of Man, under
the loyal Earl of Derby, during the troubles in the reign of Charles I.
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living of Hanmer, his native parish. He never applied to be ad-
mitted to holy orders, but he despaired of succeeding in the pro-
fession of which he was afterwards so distinguished a member.
Active attention, however, to it, and attendance at the Quarter
Sessions of Salop and Stafford, and the Oxford Circuit, at last
brought his abilities into notice. The known attachment to him
of such men as Thurlow and Dunning, then the most distinguished
names in the profession, added, no doubt, te his success; and his
acknowledged and indefatigable industry, and the circumstance,
which was well known in the profession, of his assisting Dunning,
then overloaded with business, in answering cases for opinions,
could not fail highly to recommend him to notice and employment.
He attended, as a young barrister, all the Courts, but ultimately
confined himself entirely to the Court of Chancery, at the head of

. which, in practice and in profit, he arrived.®* He was particularly
remarkable for the celebrity which attached to his opinions. In
the year 1781 he received 2936 guineas for opinions, and 3020
gl:xineas in the year 1782, being the last year of his continuing at
the bar.

In the year 1780 he was advanced to the office of Lord Chief
Justice of Chester, a situation highly gratifying to him, as the
commission included the Chief Justiceship of his native county
of Flint. He was twice Attorney-General, the first time quitting
that office on the retirement of the Earl of Shelburne and Mr, Pitt,
in 1782, on the coalition between Lord North and Mr. Fox. His
second appointment occurred on Mr. Pitt’s return to power as
Prime Minister in 1783; but he retained the office only a short
period, his health suffering from his professional and parliamentary
duties. He, accordingly, accepted the office of Master of the
Rolls on the death of Sir John Sewell, and to his own deep re-
gret, on account of its compelling him to resign his favorite ap-
pointment of Chief Justice of Chester. In parliamentary life he
was always averse to engage : indeed, the brevity and closeness of
his reasoning, and his dislike to manceuvres and tricks, made
litics very repugnant to his disposition. His known dislike to
parliament was so strong, that some years afterwards his gracious
sovereign George I11. whose kindness to him was ever a subject
of gratitude and pride, told him, on his attending the levee,
which his judicial duties seldom allowed him to do, ¢ Lord K., I
;f:in; you like better coming to me than attending the House of

ords.” : .

In 1788, on the resignation of the great Earl of Mansfield,
he was appointed Lord Chief Justice of the Court of King’s
Bench. On that occasion his sovereign graciously expressed his
gratification, and condescendingly added, ¢ I wish you may live to

® But Lord Kenyon stood high es a common lawyer: he was Lord George
Gordon's leading council on his tnal for high treason.—Ebsiors.
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enjoy it as long as your predecessor did.” His Majesty afterwards
said, ‘ If Dunming had lived I could not have appointed you, for
I had promised it to him.” In fulfilling the important duties of
this high office, his views might be deduced from the motto which
he chose on being appointed serjeant, than which none could
more agpropriately designate his seantiment,—that Justice should
be the handmaid of Religion. The motto was * Quid Leges sine
Moribus !” and, assuredly, no man ever filled that high station who
laboured more systematically to promote that same object. Much
as, in common with the prozusion at large, he admired his great
predecessor, he still, in common with several lawyers, thought

that great man had been too fond of introducing equity into that
law court.

It has been observed, by a high living authority, that the
principles and rules of our laws and law-courts are always ef-
cellent, but that our equity, at that time at least, was not so
matchless, and moreover that Earl Mansfield was not peculiarly
learned in that department. On these accounts, it was generally
considered by the profession that much merit was due to Lord
Kenyon, as Chief Justice, for bringing back the rules of the King’s
Bench to the “I)ractices of courts of law, The dislike of politics
by which Lord K.’s character was distingnished, in addition to the
integrity of his character, contributed much to gain public confi-
dence towards his administration of justice; and, ably and ho-
nourably as the station had been ﬁl]eti before, and has been since
his time, and as it is unquestionably now filled, there never was a
time when more general confidence was felt by juries and by the
public than in the days of Lord Chief Justice Kenyon. His habi-
tual temperance might have given rise for a longer continuance of
his official life; but a domestic calamity, the loss of his excellent
and beloved eldest son, broke his spirits, and produced an attack
of the black jaundice, which terminated his life on the 4th of April,
1802, in his seventieth year,

As his honoured sovereign was afterwards prostrated by the
death of a beloved daughter, so he said of his faithful serva
Lord Kenyon, ‘He never recovered the death of his son.”
was buried in the family vault at Hanmer, Flintshire; and we may
conclude with quoting from the inscription on his monument:
“ He has left a name to which his family will look up with affec-
tionate aud honest pride, and which his country will remember
with gratitude and veneration, so long as they shall continue duly
to estimate the great and united principles of religion, law, and
social order.”

A CAMBRIAN.
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SELECTIONS FROM DAVYDD AP GWYLYM.

Trere are many circumstances, independent of their intrinsic
beauty, that render the poems of Davypp ap GwyLyy peculiarly
attractive, They were written before the first English poet flourish-
ed; they occupg the greater part of the period that intervened
between Edward the First’s interdict of bardism, and the success-
ful career gas far as calamitous, though uninterrupted liberty is
success,) of its zealous protector Glyndwrdwy. The circum-
stances of the time almost tempt one to apply to the bard the epi-
thet which he so beautifully addresses to the skylark :

“ Emyn rhwng gwawn a gwyll.”

“ Thou interlude of melody
"Twixt darkness and the light "

But no poet in any age ever breathed less of the despondencg
of the period in which he flourished than Davydd. Quip an
crank, the pathetic ‘and sublime, follow each other in fantastic
succession ; yet pathetic, beautifully pathetic, as he is at times, he is
always, if I may use the expression, merely domestically pathetic.
He often sneers at the Saxons, but he seems always to look upon
an Englishman more as an object of contempt than of apprehen-
sion,®* In short, I do not recollect a single passage that sounds
like patriotic melancholy. In these remarks on the bard, I should
feel proud to be corrected by my Silurian brethren. Poor Iolo
Morganwg is gone, but there still lives a spirit perhaps more con-
genial with the imaginative eloquence of D. ap Gwylym : need I
mention Carnhuanawc ?

Davydd, like Shakspeare and Burns, delighted to contrast the
ludicrous imagery of common life with his most sublime concep-
tions. A frequent perusal of these poets has convinced me of the
absurdity of that jargon of tea-party metaphysicians, that the
‘ sublime borders on the ridiculous.” It is not so: there is an
abyss between them. It is the giants of bombast ounly, Blackmore,
Lee, &c. who shrink into dust at the slightest stroke of ridicule,
whilst those untaught children of song seem to have looked upon
F¥idicule as the infallible test of poetical beauty, in the same way as
Dr. Johnson regarded it as the criterion of truth. Hence we are
led to the appalling phantasies in Tam O’Shanter, in the company
of a ¢ blethering, blustering, drunken blellum,”

* That frae November ’til October
Ae market-day was never sober;”

and Prospero’s Isle of Enchantment still remains & permanent
illusion of unpolluted loveliness, though trodden by the foot of
Trinculo. The really sublime, the sublime that is founded on
nature, or, more strictly speaking, on the innate predisposition of

® The English reader will apply this remark to the age it refers to, more than
four centuries ago,
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the human heart, must ever remain so, mingle it with what you
may, Who ever felt less fitted to enjoy the magnificent scenery
from the summit of Eryri (Snowdon) by a laugh at the tumbles
and scrambles that he is liable to in the ascent? It seems as if the
Poet of Nature delights to appeal to laughter, the greatest and
most insidious adversary of his art, and can return triumphant
with even her smiles.

I'r Ekedydd.—To the Lark.
¢¢ Sentinel of the morning light !
Reveller of the spring !
How sweetly, nobly wild thy flight,
Thy boundless journeying :
Far from thy brethren of the woods, alone
A hermit chorister before God’s throne!

“Oh! wilt thou climb yon heav’ns for me,
Yon rampart’s starry height,
Thou interlude of melod
"Twixt darkness and tZe light,
And seek, with heav'n’s first dawn upon thy crest,
My lady love, the moonbeam of the west ?
“ No woodland caroller art thou ;
Far from the archer’s eye,
Thy course is o’er the mountain's brow,
Thy music in the sky:
Then fearless float thy path of cloud along,
Thou earthly denizen of angel song.”

Y Pwll Mawn.— The Bard plunged in the Bog.
*“ Woe to the bard whose reckless mind
Left wisdom doughtily behiud !
A night of darkness and dismay,
And morn’s first glimmer far away,
All dark the mountain heaths around,
The moon in chains of darkness bound ;
Ah! knew that lady of the clouds
What gloom these nether regions shrouds, '
Saw but the bard’s poor gift of song
In jeopardy these swamps among,
My steed and I might hope to pass
Safe through the foul and false morass;
But I must here all hope resign,
Sloughed in this wallowing bath of swine,
This play-ground of the fiends of heath,
This fishing-stream of Gwyn ab Nudd.*
Oh! for one twilight gleam the viewless desert o’er,
Ne'er on his home I'd mock the phrensied phantom more.”

MaeLroG.
¢ The King of the Fairics.
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LETTER OF EARL CAWDOR TO LORD LYNDHURST, LORD CHAN-
CELLOR OF ENGLAND, ON THE ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICR
IN WALES.

We have perused this Letter with great satisfaction, and we hail it
as a likely precursor of some important measure of reform in the
present system of Welsh jurisprudence ; a measure which has been
most unfortunately and unaccountably procrastinated, when we
see what has been recommended, and what bas been partially
effected. Mr. Burke, above fifty years ago, obtained leave to bring
in a ¢ Bill for the more perfectly uniting to the Crown the Princi-
pality of Wales, and the Couaty-palatine of Chester, and for the
commodious administration of justice within the same.,” Lord
Cawdor has remarked that this measure was carried no further by
Mr. Burke : he is unable to staté the cause of its failure,>but his
reasoning on the expediency of the measure was unanswered.

The next attempt to effect this very pressing reform, was con-
tained in a Report of the Committee of the House of Commous on
Finance and Justice, in the year 1798, which states, “ that among
other reductions of expenditure which might possibly take place,
without any detriment, and even with much benetit to the public
service, was the retrenchment which might be effected by the
gradual consolidation of the four judicatures of Wales into one
circuit, the extent of which would be less than some of the pre-
gent circuits in England.” The Report contains other important
suggestions, which need not be repeated by us ; and we fully concur
in Lord Cawdor’s just complaint of the utter neglect with which
such important matters have been treated.

The next attempt of the Legislature was an appointment of a
Committee in 1817, of which Mr. Ponsonby (afterwards Lord
Chancellor of Ireland) was chairman ; but it appears that the death
of this most eminent lawyer and excellent man prevented any
proceedings in the Committee. A Committee, however, for the
same purpose, was renewed in 1820 and 1821 ; and, after
examining witnesses, to prove the necessity of some reform, the
Committee reported, ¢ That after a diligent consideration of the
evidence taken before them, and of the objections which have been
urged agaiunst the judicature in its present form, although some of
the mioor difficulties might perhaps be done away by new regula-
tions, yet that others, most essential to the right administration of
justice, could not be removed, without such fundamental changes
as would amount to the institution of a new jurisdiction.” Strong
as this recommendation was, it fared little better than those pre-
viously brought before the House.

In 1824 an Act was passed to enlarge and extend the power of .
the judges of the Courts of Great Sessions in Wales, and to amend
the laws relating to the same; yet it undeniably appears that this

1
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Act, obtained after fifty years, ‘left untouched,” says Lord
Cawdor, ‘“(as any thing short of abolition must do,) all the radical
vices and fundamental errors of the establishment, and that the
remedies which have been applied to the grievances by no means
meet the evils.” And Lord Cawdor, we think very uonecessarily,
vindicates himself from the almost impossible charge that, in
addressing his really patriotic letter to my Lord Lyndhurst, he
could be actuated by any feeling of enmity to those learned per-
sous who are charged with the administration of the law in Wales.
“ Whatever may be my feelings with regard to the jurisdiction
itself, which, I own, I consider as a nuisance which ought to be
abated ;” this phrase of Mr. Burke, which he applied to another
object of his proposed reform, but to which we cordially assent in
its present form, appears to have provoked the wrath of a learned
gentleman, who not very courteously answered Mr. Humphreys’
book on the Law of Real Property, and gravely charged Eim as
the author of it. .

We think that Lord Cawdor merits the thanks of the Principa-
lity, where he is 8o justly popular, and likewise of the nation at
large, for bringing this great evil immediately before the go-
vernment.

The Welshmen claim the motto, ¢ invicTa, Anorchvygol,” on
their national standard, and none with better title ; for they charac-
teristically assert, in their petition presented to Henry the Eighth,
that they were not conquered by the invaders of England after
many years of contest; and therefore they craved to be received
and adopted into the same laws and privileges which his Highness’
other subjects enjoyed: *“ neither,” they proceed, *should it hinder
us, we hope, that we have so long lived under our own; for, as
they are both enacted by authority of our ancient lawgivers, and
obeyed for many successions of ages, we trust your Highness will
pardon us, if we thought it neither easy nor safe so suddenly to
relinquish them. We shall not presume yet to compare them with
those now used, and less shall we contest how good and equal in
themselves they are; only, if the defence of them and our liberty
against the Romans, Saxons, and Danes, for so many hundred
years, and lastly against the Normans, as long as they pretended
no title but the sword, we thought just and honourable, we pre-
sume it will not be infamous now. Not that all the marks of
rebellion and falsehood, which our revilers would fasten on us, will
fall on any sooner than thosé who' fought for so many years, and
with so different nations, for our just defence; which also is so
true, that our best histories affirm the Christian religion to have
been preserved only by us for many years that the Saxons (being
heathen) either attempted or possessed this country. May your
Highness, then, graciously jnterpret our actions, while we did but
that duty which your HigKness would have now done to all your

NO. I. D
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subjects on like occasions; for, when any should invade this
country henceforth, we know your Highness would have us to
behave ourselves no otherwise. Besides, had not the assailers
found some to resist, they might have despised a country that
brought none forth able enough to assert it ; so that we crave par-
don, sir, if we say it was fit for the honour of your dominions,
that some part of it should never be conquered. We, then, in the
name of whatsoever in your Highness’s possession hath in any age
held out against all invaders, do here voluntarily resign and {um-
ble ourselves to that sovereignty which we acknowledge so well
invested in your Highness. Nor i3 this the first time; we have
always attended an occasion to unite ourselves to the greater and
better parts of the island.”

Again, “For, adhering to the house of York, which we con-
ceived the better title, we conserved our devotion still to the crown,
until your Highness’s father’s time, who, bearing his name and
blood from us, was the more cheerfully assisted by our predeces-
sors in his title to the crown, which your Highness doth presently
enjoy. And thus, sir, if we gave anciently proofs of a generous
courage in defending our laws and country, we have given no less
proof of a loyal fidelity since we first rendered ourselves; insomuch
that we may truly affirm that, after our acceptance of the condi-
tions given us by Edward the First, we have omitted no occasion
of performing the duty of loving subjects. To your. Highness,
therefore, we offer all obedience ; desiring only that we may be
defended against the insulting of our malignant censurers : for we
are not the offspring of runaway Britons, as they term us, but
natives of a country which, besides defending itself, received all
those who came to us for succour. Give us, then, sir, permission
to say, that they wrong us much who pretend our country was not
inhabited before them, or that it faileg in a due piety, when it was
so hospitable to all that fled thither for refuge ; which also will be
more credible, when it shall be remembered, that even our highest
mountains furnish good beef and mutton not only to all the inha-
bitants, but supply England in great quantity. We humbly
beseech your Highness, therefore, that this note may be taken
from us. As for our language, though it seems harsh, it is that
which was spoken anciently not only in this island but in France;
some dialects thereof still remain among the Bas Bretons, and here
in Cornwall : neither will any man doubt it, when we shall find
those words of the ancient Gaulish language repeated by the Latin
authors to signify the same thing among us at tKis day. Nor shall
it be disparagement, we hope, that it is spoken so much in the
throat, since the Florentine and Spaniard affect this kind of pro-
nunciation, as believing words that sound so deep proceed from
the heart. So that if we have retained this language longer than
the more northern inhabitants of this island, whose speech appears
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to be manifestly a kind of English, and consequently introduced
by the Saxons, we hope it will be no imputation to us; your
Highness will have but the more tongues to serve you. It shall.
vot hinder us to study English, when it were but to learn how we
might the better serveand obey your Highness, to whose laws we
most humbly desire to be again adopted; and doubt not but if in
all countries the mountains have afforded as eminent wits and
spirits as any other part, ours also, by your Highness’s good favor
and employment, may receive that esteem.”

We have copiously extracted from this memorable petition,
which is couched in language eminently forcible and elegant for
that age, and throughout breathes the spirit of loyalty, bravery,
independence, and hospitality ; and it would appear, by the pre-
amble of the Act passed in compliance with its prayer, that the
monarch to whom it was addressed,—albeit, not uniformly moved
to acts of benignity and justice,—was on this occasion excited to
acknowledge and reward the loyalty and bravery of his Welsh
subjects; to whom his father was much indebted for their early
appearance and persevering attachment, from the hour he landed
in Wales, so slenderly attended, to the well-fought field of
Bosworth.

Largely, but we think not too largely, as we have already copied
from the patriotic Welshmen’s petition, we must yet bespeak the
patience of our readers in giving verbatim the preamble of the Act
of 27th Henry VIII. cap. 24, in which Lord Cawdor has so pro-
perly set us the example, hoping that our first Number may be
widely circulated amongst our countrymen.

“‘Albeit, the dominion, principality, and country of Wales, justly
and righteously is, and ever hath been, incorporated, annexed,
united, and subject to and under the imperial crown of this realm,
as a very member and point of the same; wherefore, the King’s
most royal majest?r, of mere droit, and very right, is very head,
king, lord, and ruler; yet, notwithstanding, because that in the
same country, principality, and dominion, divers rights, usages,
laws, and customs, so far discrepant from the laws and customs of
this realm, and also because the people of the same dominion have
and do daily use a speech nothing like or consonant to the natural
mother tongue used in this realm, some rude and ignorant people
have made distinction and diversity between the king’s subjects of
this realm and his subjects of his said dominion and principality of
Wales, whereby great discord, variance, debate, division, murmur,
and sedition, hath grown between his said subjects. His Highness,
therefore, of a singular zeal, love, and favor, that he beareth
towards his subjects of his said dominions of Wales, minding and
intending to reduce them to the perfect order, notice, and know-
ledge of his laws of this his realm, and utterly to extirpate all and
singular the sinister usages and customs differing from the same,
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and to bring the said subjeets of this realm and of his said dominion
of Wales to an amicable aecord and unity, hath, by the deliberate
. advice, consent, and agreement of the Lords Spiritual and Tem.
poral, and the Commons in this present Parliament assembled, and
by the authority of the same, ordained, enacted, and established,
that his said country or dominion of Wales shall be, stand, and
continue for ever, from henceforth, incorporated, united, and
annexed ; and that all and singular person and persons born and
to be born in the said principality, country, or dominion of Wales,
shall have, enjoy, and inherit, al{ and singular freedoms, liberties,
rights, privileges, and laws, with this his realm and other the
king’s dominions, as other the king’s subjects naturally born within
the same have, enjoy, and inherit.”

We may permit ourselves to digress from the immediate subject
of our consideration, by requesting our readers will revert to that
part of our extract from the petition above quoted, where the
Welshmen assert their unceasing efforts in defending their coun-
try, and, in that, their undeviating loyalty to their sovereign ; and
it will be remembered, with pride and pleasure, that during the
last war the only invasion which was made by the enemy was on
the coast of Pembrokeshire, which was so gallantly repelled by
the Welsh peasantry, and, we believe, by some of the volunteers
under the command of Lord Cawdor, the father of the noble lord
who has written the Letter under our consideration. That event,
however, belongs to our national history, and has been duly appre-
ciated and recorded ; and we may mention, as a fact in our moral
history, that no case of internal discontent or of seditious character
can be charged against our Principality during the late war; which,
like those in the metropolis and other parts of the country, required
to be put down by the strong hand oiP government. Such conduct
will, no doubt, receive its due weight whenever any legislative
measure of judicial reform shall be brought under the considera-
tion of Parliament.

Previously to that period, the Report of the Law Commission,
in present activitg, will report to government the result of its
investigation ; and further aid and information may be expected,
beyond its committees and official advisers, from many persons
resident within the jurisdiction of the Courts of the Great Sessions,
who have had opportunities of knowledge, or who possess habits
of reflection on this important subject.

The institutions of a country for the administration of justice
are amongst the most delicate and important of all its establish-
ments, and come more frequently and closely in contact with
individual comfort and prosperity than even our political Consti-
tution. This, however, is no reason for not altering them, but only
that care should be taken to alter them for the better; and the
noble lord has satisfactorily shown us, in his Letter, that reform,
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the bugbear of our venerable juris consults, cannot be an object of
terror in dealing with the present Welsh judicature.

Every person feeling due solicitude on these matters will admit,
that they are delicate as well as important; that to improve is
always very difficult, and, as the noble lord has demonstrated, is
very necessary ; that they will require great reforms, yet these are
generally accompaniéd with some hazards and with some inconve-
niences : but the hazards of reformation are to be preferred to the
accumulation of long established evils; for most of the evils from
which men attempt to deliver themselves, in regard of the dangers
with which the attempt may be attended, should only engage us
to greater vigilance and more deliberate exertions. Whatever is
established has great advantage over what is only projected, bothi
because its actual effects are known and have been developed by
experience, and becaunse the conduct and habits of men have been
accommodated to its subsistence. In all novelty there is some-
thing of hazard; in all experiment there is a risk of disappoint-
ment ; for no one can reason so accurately from the past as to be
tolerably sure of a future result, and especially in human dealings
involving the discussion of mutual rights, of which no two cases
are ever found alike, or even very analogous. Hence the patient
discrimination of our judges in considering, individually, cases
which, to ordinary observers, present the face of identity. To
apply this to the ‘well proved imperfections in our Welsh judica-
ture, its institutions, which have been acted upon for nearly three
hundred years, belong now, we may say, to the civil system of the
people, and, philosophically speaking, being assimilated to other
parts of their establishment, may be harmless, and even beneficial,

We may here quote from the great Lord Hale, whose authority
Lord Cawdor has profitably brought to his aid, in illustrating the
expediency of law reform :

This wise and experienced judge has told us, ¢ that it is most
certain that time axid long experience is more ingenious, subtle,
and inventive, than all the wisest and actual wits in the world
coexisting can be; it discovers such varieties of emergencies and
cases, that no man could ever otherwise have imagined. Aund on
the other side, in every thing that is new, or atleast in most things,
especially relating to laws, there are thousands of new occurrencies,
and intanglements, and coincidericies, and complications, that
would not possibly be at first foreseen, and the reason is apparent,
because laws concern such multitudes, and those of various dispo-
sitions, passions, wits, interests, concerns, that it is not possible
for any human foresight to discover at once, or provide expedients
against, in the first constitution of & law. Now a law that hath
abidden the test of time hath met most of these varieties and com-
plications, and experience hath, in all that process of time, disco-
vered these complications and emergencies; and so has applied

6
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suitable remedies and cures for these various emergencies ; so that,
in truth, ancient laws, especially that have a common concern, are
not the issues of the prudence of this or that council or senate,
but they are the production of the various experiences and appli-
cations of the wisest thing in the inferior world, to wit, time, which,
as it discovers, day after day, new inconveniences, o it doth suc-
cessively apply new remedies; and indeed it is a kind of aggrega-
tion of the discoveries, results, and applications of ages and events,
8o that it is a great adventure to go about to alter it, without very
great necessity, and under the greatest demonstration of safety and
convenience imaginable.” . .
It has been well said that there is wisdom in almost all preju-
dices,—and almost all wisdom is apt to be debased by prejudices ;
that nothing has saved the world so much from distraction as the
wisdom that lurks at the bottom of the universal prejudice against
innovation ; and nothing has intercepted so many great improve-
ments as the prejudice which is alloyed with this wisdom : but, in
the particular subject of the law, an instance can hardly be pro-
duced in which any very serious evil has resulted from even injudi-
cious reformations ; and there is in no country upon earth where it
. may not be shown that great inconveniences have been produced
by a morose retention of its ancient maxims of law, and of the
forms in which it has been administered ; for much of what is now
established as law was necessarily arbitrary or accidental at the
beginning, and much of its authority must always depend upon
precision and uniformity, merely because the equity and expediency
of a rule is really of less value than its notoriety and steadiness.
It is the natural tendency of those who have spent their lives in
the study of the existing system, to magnify the value of the know-
ledge they have acquired, and to this leading impulse may be added
the strong personal interest which induces so many active indivi-
duals to resist alterations by which their fortune may be injured,
and their occupation destroyed : all this will explain why men
have adhered longer to obsolete usages and absurd formalities in
law than in any other department. With these general impressions,
we concur in t{e opinions of Lord Cawdor, who has collected in
his interesting letter such authorities to support his general pro-
sition for reforming the Welsh judicature, that it would be use-
ess as well as unattractive to repeat them in the consideration of
this subject at present, expecting an early occasion to recur to the
topics in greater detail,

As a country increases in wealth and population, which Wales
has certainly done, and appears to be progressively, doing, the
number of lawsuits may be expected to increase also, and espe-
cially if the present system of its judicature should be materially
reformed, for a novel jurisdiction generally provokes litigation on
dormant questions, which the litigants too justly apprehend could
not be satisfactorily brought before the existing courts.
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We will now extract from Lord Cawdor’s Letter, before us, some
suggestions which he has offered in the shape of remedy for the
acknowledged evils of our Welsh jurisdiction :

“If it depended on myself to suggest remedies for the defects
which T have so hastily and soimperfectlystated,I should have shrunk
from the task, conscious that no efficient reform could be made in
Wales without involving very important alterations in the English
courts. As long as the Court of Great Sessions exists, it must
bave all the imperfections of a provincial judicature, and it cannot
perhaps be abolished, and Wales properly united to England,
without an addition to the number of judges, a measure not hastily
to be adopted, and which requires and deserves the fullest consi-
deration of the Legislature; but, when we reflect on the early
period at which their number was settled, and the prodigious influx
of business which the increasing wealth and population of this
country has thrown upon the judges, and which, with the utmost
industry, they are hardly able to get through, we can scarcely
avoid coming to the conclusion, that even for England such a step
is necessary. Their mode of life at the present day is very different
from that described by Fortescue, who says :

¢ ¢'The judges of England do not sit in the King’s Bench above
three hours in the day, that is, from eight in the morning till eleven;
the courts are not open in the afiernoon ; the suitors of the court
betake themselvestothe * ® * ¢ ® * and other places, to
advise with the serjeants at law, and others, their counsel, about
their affairs; the judges, when they have taken their refreshments,
;{)end the rest of the day in the study of the laws, reading of the

oly Scriptures, and other innocent amusements, at their pleasure.’

¢« It seems rather a life of contemplation than much exertion,
-and yet at this early period there were usually in the Court of
Common Pleas five judges, six at the most, and in the Court of
King’s Bench four, and sometimes five.”

His lordship then refers us to the able Preface of Lord Colchester’s
book on the Practice of the Chester Circuit, which, in mercy to our
readers, we shall not copy, able as it is, because it is so generally
known, and considered in Wales as a professional class-book ; but
we will extract from Lord Cawdor again, on resuming the subject.
He says,

¢ If, in conformity with these suggestions, it shall be decided to
add to the number of the English judges, and to include the prin-
cipality of Wales within the circuit, there is one thing which, as a
sincere well-wisher to that country, I trust, will not be attempted,
however flattering it may be to our prejudices, that is, to make
Wales into one circuit: the great distance the judges and counsel
would have to travel, and the small proportionate quantity of
business, would render it still an inferior circuit, My hope of
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.amendment, I confess, is in a strieter union with England, and in
-the incorperation of Wales with other English counties, which may
be convenient, into.English.cirquits. Feeling upon this point the
-greatest apxiety, I venture to offer for your consideration a mode
Jn which this might be done,most beneficially for Wales, and not
without some advantage to England. In changes of this sort,
.some interference with individual interest must be expected, but,
when the pgblic good is so greatly at stake, as it is in the present
instance, it should and must outweigh considerations of that
nature.

It appears.to me that the only mode of uniting Wales properly
to England, or rather incorporating it with England, for that is my
object, would be by dividing the Oxford Circuit, and makil‘lﬁ two
new ones, to one of which South Wales, to the other North Wales,
might be annexed. 1 would propose to take Lancaster from the
Northern Circuit, which is now too large, and add Oxford to the
Midland ; the two new circuits would then stand thus :

1. 2.
Lancaster. Gloucester.
Lancashire. Gloucestershire.
Cheshire. Herefordshire.
Shropshire. Worcestershire.
Staffordshire. Monmouthshire,
North Wales. South Wales.

¢This would require,” says Lord Cawdor, ¢‘the addition of two
new judgesonly ; and, takingthe English and Welsh Farts together,
there would be sufficient inducement for counsel of eminence to
attend : it might, perhaps, be an additional improvement to divide
the county of York, and hold assizes for the West Riding at Leeds.
I do not pretend that this idea is original, or that I have ventured
to insert it here without the sanction of persons far more competent
to judge of matters of this sort than I am. It will serve at least to
prove that I do not recommend, what I am not ready to show the
means of carrying into effect.”

We acknowledge to have received great satisfaction in the pe-
rusal of Lord Cawdor’s Letter throughout, yet we must express
some doubt whether the brief and specific remedy to the evils of
this infirm system can be expected by the appointment of two ad-
ditional judges, and by the arrangement of two circuits, which are
to include North and South Wales. Indeed, we rather think his
lordship’s plan will be likely to call up some turbulent spirits from
the vasty depths of the law, as well metropolitan as provincial; for
to us it appears, on even a cursory consideration of the plan, that
there will be found in the way of reform, judges and their clerks,
clerks of assize, clerks of arraigns, marshals, associates, clerks of
the peace, sheriffs and their deputies, with prisons, quarter
sessions, county courts, and probably other functionaries and
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other functions, which the stirring of the cauldron will bring before
his lordship ; and which will require the potent wands of the Lord
Treasurer and the Lord High Chancellor to deal with, and to ap-
pease. These black and grey spectres will not readily consent to
modify, much less to give up their high and low places. Still may
permanent good arise out of temporary evil. We have long con-
sidered that the host of court offices which for centuries have been
permitted to take from the litigants enormous and unearned fees
at the assizes, ought to be regulated. These arbitrary pay-tickets
are enforced from plaintiff and defendant, without check,’ or per-
mission to demur. This we humbly think should be altered, and
that the matters of judicatorial reform should comprise these
offices. We understand that the offices of clerks of assize, and
the offices dependent on him, are generally sold by the holder, or,
if a vacancy takes place, the appointment becomes the patronage
of the senior judge on the circuit, who usually gives it to his clerk,
and we have also been told that judges persevere in going particular
circuits to await such vacancies. This should not be: our admi-
nistration should be purified from such blots, and we speak in the
words of Mr. Burke and Lord Cawdor that this nuisance should be
abated, and we think that this reform may be accomplished without
injury to individual rights. In this way let all such officers be ap-
peinted by the crown, with liberal salaries, and a stamp-duty equal
to such salaries be imposed on the fee-tickets of all these officers;
they may be printed in blanks, and filled up in court, and the
monies received on them be paid by the respective officers to the
commissioners at Somerset House, on whose certificate the salaries
will be paid to the officers at the end of each circuit. We believe
that government will not be a loser by this arrangement, and these -
beavy and arbitrary enactions, so much complained of, will be
prevented.

The present system of the Court of Quarter Sessions will also
call for the attention of the reformers, and the expediency of
uniting with that court the County Court for the recovery of small
debts, where an experienced barrister may preside, and his salary
be compensated to government by stamp-duties, as we suggested.

And, finally, the establishment of prisons in central parts of
North and South Wales will demand, from the importance of it,
the grave consideration of government; an opportunity will be
afforded to separate such prisons, while the enormous and inade-
quate establishment of the King’s Bench may, perhaps, be better
modelled, and instead of the ruinous expense and injustice which
are complained of in sending to that prison the debtors who have
been rendered by their bail from all parts of the kingdom, a prison
should be established for debtors alone, which should comprehend
those belonging to each circuit only, whilst the prisoners thereafter
to be confined in the King's Bench prison should be on actions or

NO. 1, E
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GAELIC PORTRY.

A CommEsPO¥DENT, signing %, suggests the introduction of the
following poetry in our REPERTORY : it is a Celtic or Gaélic
incident, and it appeared in print in the early part of the last
century.

RENO AND ALPIN.

Reno.

Husnu'p are the winds, and past the driving show'r,
And calm and silent is the noontide hour;

The loose light clouds are parted in the skies,

O’er the green hills th’ inconstant sunshine flies ;
Red through the stony vale, with rapid tide,

The stream descends, by mountain springs supply’d ;
How sweet, O stream, thy murmurs to my ear!

Yet sweeter far the tuneful voice I hear:

"Tis Alpin’s voice, the master of the song,

He mourns the dead, to him the dead belong ;
Why tried, O master of the song, thy skill

Alone, sequester’d on the distant hill ?

Why like the blast that makes the woods complain,
Or wave that beats the lonely shore, thy strain ?

Alpin.

The tears, O Reno! which alone I shed,

The strains I sing are sacred to the dead;

Tall is thy stature on the mountain bare,

On the green plain beneath thy form is fair,
Yet soon, like Morar, shalt thou meet thy doom,
And the dumb mourner sit beside thy tomb ;
The hills no more shall hear thy jocund cry,
And in thy hall thy bow uonstrung shall lie.

Swift wert thou Morar as the bounding roe,
As fiery meteors dreadful to the foe.
Like winter's rage was thine, in storms reveal’d,
Thy sword in fight like light'ning in the field ;

- Thy voice like torrents swell'd with hasty rains,
Or thunder rolling o’er the distant plains;
Unnumber'd heroes has thy arm o'erturn’d,

In death they vanish’d when thy anger burn’d ;
Thy brow how peaceful when the war was oer,
Like the first sunshine when it rains no more.
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Calm as the moon amidst the silent sky,

Calm as the lake when hush’d the tempests lie.
How narrow now thy dark abode is found !

Now with my steps thy grave I compass round;
Great as thou wert, these stones,® with moss o’ergrown,
Thy sole memorial, leave the half unknown ;
The lonely tree where scarce a leaf we find,

The long rank grass that whistles in the wind,
These, and these only, guide thé hunter’s eye,
To find where Morar’s mould’ring reliques lie.
How low is Morar fall'n ; alas! how low :

No tears maternal o’er his ashes flow ;

No tender maid, to whom his heart he gave,
Sheds Love's soft furrows o’er his humble grave ;
Cold are the knees his infant weight that bore,
Aund Morglan’s lovely daughter is no more.

But who, low bending o’er his staff, appears
Oppress’d at once with sorrow and with years?
A few white hairs are o’er his temples seen;
His steps are feeble, and his eyes are dim ;
Thy sire, O Morar, is the sage I see:

Thy sire—alas ! the sire of none but thee.

He heard thy martial fame,—supreme in fight ;
Of daring foes he heard dispers’d in flight ;

Of Morar’s fame he heard,—why heard he not
The wound, the hero’s death was Morar's lot ?
O sire of Morar, still thy son deplore;

Weep on for ever, but he hears no more :
Deep are the slumbers of the silent dead,

And low their pillow in the dust is spread.

No more thy voice he hears with filial joy,

Thy call no more his slumbers can destroy.
When in the grave, ah! when shall morning break,
The cheerful morn, that bids the slumb’rer wake !
Farewell, O ! first of men, untaught to yield,
Unrivall'd victor in the hostile field;

The hostile field thy voice no more alarms,
Nor the dark forest lightens with thy arms.

To no fond son descends thy treasur'd fame,
Yet shall the song preserve thy living name;
The shining record every age shall see,

And Time’s last fanlt'ring accents tell of thee.

® It was a custom with the Celts either to burn their heroes or bury them under
2 Carpedd.—Epitors.
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PAROCHIAL HISTORY.

Llan-Wynnog, in Montgomeryshire.®

§ I. Name of the Parish, Patron Saint, &c.—Llan, an enclo-
sure, an appropriated spot, &c. prefixed to the name of the patron
saint ‘of the place, composeth the name of about 300 churches
within the twelve counties of modern Wales, besides several others
on the borders, now united to England. The patron saint of this
church is Gwynnog, and, by the peculiarity of the Welsh language,
the initial letter in the name of the saint is omitted in the com-
pound, hence Llan-Wynnog (Ecclesia Gwynnoci).

In the Genealogy of British Saints, published in the ¢ Myvyrian
Archaiology,” Gwynnog is represented to have been the son of
Gildas ab Caw, and this Caw is stated as the lord of Carn
Cawlwyd, in North Britain.t The brethren of Gwynnog were
Tydecho, Gwyngar, and Noethon, and his sister Dolgar. Gildas,
the father of Gwynnog, was the first British historian now extant,
and wrote his ¢‘De Ezcidio Britannie,” in the latter part of the
sixth century. It has been ingeniously intimated, in the ¢“Cam-
brian Biography,” that this Gildas the historian, and Anenrin
Gwawdrydd, or Aneurin with flowing Muse, author of the poem
called ““ Gododin,” (in which he so pathetically laments the fall of
his brave comrades in arms at the battle of Cattraeth,) were iden-
tically the same person, and upon this ground: In some old
manuscripts, Gildas is called *“Son of Caw of Prydyn,” or Scot-
land ;” in others, Aneurin is stated to be the ¢ Son of Caw:” but
in every manuscript where one of these names occur the other is
omitted. This supposition is corroborated by the analogy existing
between the two names. Aneurin ab Caw, when young, a bard,
and a warrior; but, in the decline of his life and fortune, he be-
came a discontented recluse in the College of Iltutus (Ilityd), a
peevish declaimer against the vices of the age, and exchanged his
Juvenile name Aneurin for that of Gildas, a word of similar im-
port. Upon the same ground, it is supposed that Geraint Vardd-
Glas, the bard, in his riper years, assumed the name of Asserius,
in the court of Alfred.

® This article, we think, must prove doubly important, as the natural history
of Llan-Wynnog has never been written, and as the production of * Gwalter
Mechan.,”  When Pennant surveyed this part of the Principality, he was ignorant
of the existence of the forest a.ndy geological remains in the of Liyn Mawr.—
Epitors.

t All our manuscripts agree in this pedigree ; but in a marginal note, written in
Dr. Powell’s Histor{aof Wales, in Wynnstay Library, it is thus stated, ** Gwynnog
ab Gildas ab Caw o Ben Ystrowd yn Arwystli.”




Parochial History. 31

The churches of Llan-yn-Mawddwy, in Merionethshire, and
Garth-Beibiaw, in Montgomeryshire, are dedicated to Tydecko,
the elder brother of Gwynnog; and, it is added, in the Genealogy
above mentioned, * the chapels of Gwynnog and his brother
Noethon, near the church of LF:n Gwm-Dinmael, in Denbighshire,
are now converted to a mill and a kiln.” The church of Llan-
Wenog, in Cardiganshire, in its name bespeaks its patron saint,
Gwynrog.

We shall not here enter into the dispute about the number of
persons supposed to have borne the name of Gildas, as we are rather
inclined to think with Bishop Nicholson (Hist. lib. i. 8), that the
miracle-mongers of the dark ages, and the English historians who
followed them, bad a predilection for multiplying authors, as well
as books ; for it does not satisfactorily appear that there was ever
more than one historian of this name, who was born in the year of
the battle of Baddon, and died a.p. 570.

Gwynnog is represented among the saints of the British Calen-
dar, and seems to have been an ecclesiastic of the higher orders;
for in the chancel window of this church he is delineated in painted
glass in episcopal habits, with a mitre on his head, and a crosier in
his hand; and underneath, in old black characters, ‘ Sanctus
Gwinocus, cujus anime propitietur Deus. Amen.”

The church also contains an ancient relic in a most exquisitely
carved rood-loft ; and on the southern wall is a marble mural mo-
nument, commemorating Matthew Pryce, esq. of Park, in this
parish, M.P. for the borough of Montgomery. These Pryce’s of
Park were a junior branch of the Pryce’s of Newtown-hall.

§ I1. Situation, Extent, Boundaries, Divisions, &c.— Llun- Wynnog
is situate in the Cwmwd of Iscoed, in the cantrev of Arwystli, now
the hundred of Llan-Idloes. The parish, from Rhyd-Cydag, on
the confines of Aberhavesp, on the east, to Bwlch, on the borders
of Carno, on the west, is seven miles in length; and from Pawl-
helyg, on the north-east, to Rhiw-wen, on the borders of Trev-
eglwys, on the south-west, is five miles in breadth. It is bounded
on the south by the river Severn, dividing it from the parish of
Llan-dinam ; on the west and north-west, by the parishes of Trev-
cglwys and Carno; on the north-east by the parishes of Llanwyd-
delan and Manavon; and on the east by the parish of Aberhavesp.
The boundary between Llan-Wynnog and the parishes of Aber-
havesp, Llanwyddelan, and Manavon, is also the limit between the
lordship of Arwystli, Sir W. W, Wynn’s, and the lordship of
Cedewain, Lord Viscount Clive’s.

The parish is divided into four townships: 1, Esgob a Chas-
tell ; 2, Gwig; 3, Sur-nant; 4, Uwchaw'r Coed; and the hamlet
of Caer-Sws. Of the latter, see more in Section V. on Antiguities.

6



32 Parochial History.

The above five divisions have a constable and an overseer of the
roads each.

§ IIl. Water: Rivers, Lakes, §c.—1. The Severn, the mere of
the parish on the south. ‘

2. Avon Garno, rises in,the parish of Carno, and falls into the
Severn, near Caer-Sws.

3. Colwyn, rises on Bryn-Cader, in this parish, and falls iato
the Tarannon, a Trev-eglwys stream, near the junction of the latter
with the Severn.

Lakes. 1. Llyn-Mawr (the great lake), covers an arca of about
twenty-five acres, exclusive of a large turbary covered also at high
water, when dammed up to feed the Montgomeryshire Canal ; it
was then about twelve yards deep, but since the canal has beem
supplied with water from the Severn, the average depth may be
about eight yards. See more of this lake in Section VIL. on Fuel.

2. Llyn Tarw (the Bull's Lake) is about one mile distant from
Llyn Mawr; it covers from eighteen to twenty acres, having been
lately dammed up as a reservoir, to supply a mill at Rhyd-lydan.
The boundary of the parishes of Llan Wynnog and Aberhavesp
runs through this lake.

3. Llyn-Du (the Black Pool) lies about 300 vards south of
Llyn-Mawr, covers about fourteen acres at full water, and is used
as a reservoir for Pont-y-dddl-goch Mill, and the Gwig ma-
nufactory.

§ 1V, Population.—By the census made in the year 1801, the
number of inhabitants was 1202 ; which amounted to upwards of
1700 in the year 1821. The males are chiefly employed in the
labours of agriculture, and its dependent branches of handicraft;
with a small p8rtion of spinners, weavers, fullers, &c. occupied
in the manufacture of flanncls for the English markets, for the
sale of which there is an exclusive mart held every alternate
Thursday in the Town-hall at Welsh-Pool, where the Shrewsbury
and Oswestry drapers attend, and by them are transferred to
London, and to the clothiers of the north and west of England.
It would be foreign to the subject of this tract to dwell on the
effects of an increased population on the poor-rates, under the
present system of poor-laws, which may be considered as the
cradle which has cherished and nourished pauperism from its
infancy, in the reign of Charles II. to its present gigantic and
alarming growth, in the reign of George IV,

§ V. Antiquities, Carns, Caer-Sws, &c.—On the mountains
adjoining Llyn Mawr are some of the heaps of loose stones deno-
minated Carn aud Carnedd ; and one of the hills in the neighbour-
hood is known by the name of Carneddau, the plural of Carnedd,
or Carn. The general opinion is, that these monuments were the
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depositories of the dead, by the aborigines of the country. In
Scotland, they say that the erecting of Cairns over the dead was
one of the methods resorted to for the preservation of dead bodies
from being devoured by wolves, Every one that passed the cairn
threw a stone thereon : hence the adage I will add a stone to
your cairn,” which was an expression of friendship, as much as to
say, “ If you fall before me, I will add a stone to your cairn, to
secure your body from being devoared by wolves,” Whena

n's friendship was doubtful, his neighbour would say, ¢ Were

dead, you would not throw a stone on my cairn,”

The same feeling might have been experienced in Wales before
King Edgar imposed the well-judged tribute of 300 wolves’ heads
anoually on the then reigning princes of North Wales,

In the savage warfare of the early ages, Carns might also be
considered as preservatives of the bodies of the slain, that the
hostile party should be prevented from mangling them. This is
said to have been the motive of the patrician Sylla, when he ordered
that his dead body should be burned, so that none of the surviving
plebeian faction of Marius should vent their spleen upon his
Temains.

. The largest Cars on the Llyn-Mawr Hills is about forty yards
in circumference. There is, or was some years back, at Cyfin, in
the parish of Llan-Gadvan, near the banks of the Vyrnwy, a carn
sixty yards in circumference, the outer circle composed of upright
stones, four feet in height, and the interior filled up to the height
of five feet in the centre. In the middle, by carrying away the
stones to build Llwydiarth Park wall, was discovered a stone
coffin, containing two human skeletons, the head of the one laid
to the feet of the other. This bén-a-blaen position of the skeletons,
when two were buried together, has been found elsewhere, of
which more hereafter, Whether the bodies took less space in
that position, or whether some unknown superstition dictated the
practice, must be left to conjecture.

Caer-Sws, says Mr, Pennant, “is a small hamlet, with a few
houses, on the side of the Severn.” He might have added, these
few houses were then, in the year 1773, mere hovels; pitiful
remains of the ancient city, said by those who are fond of the
marvellous to have extended from Aver-Havesp to Ystrad-Vaelawg,
(Surata Maloci,) on the confines of Trev-Eglwys. Of late, the
Bew town is on the increase, having a few decent houses, and
three new chapels, for the accommodation of as many denomina-
tions of dissenters.

The name is evidently of British construction, but, whether it
elludes to the sitnation of the Caer, on a flat in the angle of the
junction of the Carno and the Severn, we dare not be so sanguine
as to affirm.

xo. I. ¥
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Tt is noticed by bards of the fifteenth century thus :
“ Dwy Bowys a Chaer-Swys wen.”

¢ The two divisions of Powis, and fair Caer-Swys.”
Lewis Gl Cothi, during the civil wars of
York and Lancaster.

“Cawr o Seisyllt Caer-Sws wen,
Ca’em roi i'n byw—Cymro’n Ben.” ‘.

Davydd Llwyd, on Henry VIL's accession.
The station is not mentioned by any Roman writer; and Roman
remains are very scanty. About the year 1777, says the writer of
a MS. in our possession, was dug up in the south-west angle of the
camp, some Roman bricks, and large blocks of cement, mu.ch indu-
rated, and as porous as millstone breccia. One of the br!cks was
placed in the back part of the parlour-chimney of a public-house

adjoining, with the following inscription in bas relief:

Our author reads it Caius Julius Cesar Imperator, and accounts
for the anachronism by supposing that the brickmaker made use
of the first Ceesar’s mould in subsequent reigns.

It has been suggested that one Hesus was a Roman licutenant
stationed at the place, that the Britons called it at first Caer Hesws,
and at length, by contraction, Caer-Sws. We are, however, in-
clined to leave this Roman to sleep with the Capulets on one side,
and Baldwin of Montgomery on the other.

We need not mention another Hesus, a Gaulish deity, which
some would fain identify with Hu-Gadarn, a conspicuous character
in the Triads, as the leader of the migrating tribe of the Cymry
into Prydain.

British encampments, of various shapes and siaes, ¢ prout locé
qualitas aut necessitas postulaverat,” are numerous in the vicinity,
north and south of the Severn, at Gwyn- Vynydd, Rhos-ddi-arbed,
Cevn-Carnedd, &c. Over the brook Carno lies Wig, a mansion
and farm, the property of Mr. Hamer, probably so called from the
Roman Vicus, says our MS. author; if so, this place may have
been the Westminster of Caer-Sws ; and, about 300 yards from the
camp is a farm-house, called Pen-y-drev, the town’s end ; and
adjoining is a sub-oval entrenchment, about 150 yards in diameter,
now divided into two fields by a road leading from Caer-Sws to
Pont y ddél goch, and so on to Carno.
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§ VI. Roads.—Caer-Sws has attracted the notice of antiquaries
and tourists from Camden to Sir R. C. Hoare. Some of them
bave endeavoured to trace Roman roads to and from the station.
We shall content ourselves with a transcript of a survey, made
about the year 1760 by a nameless antiquary, from Caer-Sws to
the Dolanog river, nearly in a direction due north.

¢ It is called Sarn Swsog, Sarn Swsan, &c. and is about fifteen
feet wide, the sides made of large stones, and the space between
filled with broken stones, or gravel, as the place afforded materials,
the middle somewhat rounded.

“ It is first visible at a cottage belonging to Llwyn y brain farm,
on the verge of Guwyn-vynydd common, about half a mile from
Caer-Sws. It proceeds over the common, pointing north-west, and
on the south-west side of it is a small entrenchment, of a circular
form, about eighty yards in diameter, and called by the peasantry
““The Mount.” It proceeds to a small rill, near a place called
“ The Pond ;" then crosses a bank called Esgair, and comes down
to a rill called Nant-yr-ych, which it crosses, and passes over
Waun-ganol. Then, leaving the common, it enters a farm called
Gallt y Fynnon, belonging to Colonel Proctor, in the parish of
Aber-havesp. It is very distinct in this place, though obscure in
general, by reason of a ditch being cut across it, and the earth
washed off by the rains, so that the hard stratum appears plain
and is about a foot below the present surface. It next passes
through Llwydcoed farm, the property of Mr. W, Tilsley, and is
vigible on the high mountain called Mynydd Llyn Mawr, and goes
through enclosed land called Frwd-wen, in the parish of Tre
Gyron, the property of Ch. H. Tracy, esq. and continues its
course over the hill through the parish of Llan Wyddelan to a
small brook called Nant y Crau. Hereit disappears, but probably
goes on to a farm called Gwern y Vyda, in the parish of Llan-
llugan, and must cross the old road from Machynllaeth to
Shrewsbury, near a public-house called Cevn Cock,* and through
enclosed lands to a mountain called Mynydd Liyn hir, in the parish
of Llan Vair, where it again appears, and goes over that part of it
called Pant y Milwyr, and Voel Pach, and continues down from
thence to a morass called Cors-llethr-aeron. Here the straight
lines of the sides appear, though the peat moss is grown over it,
and on the adjacent banks, which are rocky, are to be seen the
quarries, ‘whence the stones were had to form the road over the
morass : here also remain protuberances in the soil, which probably
are sites of the road-makers’ huts. This quarry bank is called
the Garnedd, which the road passes, and proceeds over the lower
part of Esgair Llyn hir, crossing below Friddpedwargwr, down by
the east side of Llyny Gwagr; and a little farther it passes a
narrow steep dingle, called Cwm y rhuddvaen. It proceeds forward

® The property of Wythen Joacs, esq. Rhiw-port.—Epirons.
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to Bwich y drum, and down to Caer Bachau, in the parish of Llan
Ervil, crossing the high road leading from that village to Llan
Vair, at a gate called Llidiard y Cae, and passes down to a little
barn in the bottom of Llyssyn ground, and crosses the Vyrnwy
along Maes y Velin vach, and a little above it crosses the road
that leads from Llyssyn to Meivod, at a small pot-house called
¢ Pass me if you can,” in Coed Talog land, and up the hill through
Miss Bennett’s ground, now the Rev. Mr. Cooke’s, near the house,
and a little above it crosses the west end of a turbary, along the
ridge of a hill called Craig y Gov ; from thence it turns down to
Pont y styllod, near Dolanog.

¢ This road is most visible on the hills, where the large stones
on the sides appear in some places. The side gutters are mostly
filled up, and become obscure by the ground growing, the soil
being for the greater part mossy. By thrusting down a stick, the
hard stratum is felt about a foot below the surface. In the
enclosed lands there is seldom any appearance at all, and the
farmers say they find nothing by ploughing; but they do not
plough deep enough to discover the hard floor ; and their ploughing
has filled up the ditches, and obliterated the vestiges of the road.

It is laid out in straight lines, as far as the ground will permit ;
but, by reason of hills and precipices, there was often a necessity
of making turns and angles. From the place where it first
appears, near Caer-Sws, it points northward ; and again, after it
leaves the parish of Llan-wyddelan, and goes towards that of
Llan-llugan, and again at Bwich y drum.

It is to be regretted that our MS. author did not trace the Via
Media from Caer-Sws, which is supposed, in its progress towards
Deva, to have intersected the Watling street from Rutunium to
Heriri Mons, at the now unknown Mediolanum, any farther than
the passage over the Llan-owddyn river, called Pont Ystyllod,
(Plank Bridge,) near Dolanog, on the boundary of the parishes of
Llan Vair, Caer Einion, and Elan Vihangel yn Ngwynva, As the
writer found the road difficult to be traced, so far back as the
year 1760, we shall not attempt its farther progress; and we can
scarcely suppose that his tracings are at this day traceable,

Other Roads.—The by-roads of the parish, leading to Trev-
eglwys, to Bwlch y-fridd, Bwich Cae haidd, Bwich Llyn Mawr,
&c. like others of the same denomination in nearly every part of
the island, are very ordinary conveniences for winter travellers.
The turnpike-road from Salop, Pool, and Newtown, to Machyn-
llaeth, and the of late fashionable place of resort, Aberystwyth,
passes through the village. The Express stagecoach runs three
times, and the Royal Sovereign once a week, between the above
places, in the summer season: the former continues its course
once a week during the winter months. There are good accom-
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modations for travellers at the Talbot Irin,® and the landlord, Mr.
Morgan, is the very intelligent Cicerone of the old Roman station,
and all its suburbs and accompaniments.

§ VII. Fuel.—Very little wood is nowadays sacrificed to the
devouring element of fire. Coal is procured along the Ellesmere
and Montgomeryshire Canals, from Rhiw Abon and Chirk, in
Denbighshire. 1Its price at the pits is about five pence per cwt.
(120 1bs.) and at Newtown, the distance of about forty miles, canal
measure, about twelve pence per cwt. (112 lbs,) to which should
be added land-carriage of six miles from the wharfs at Newtown
to Llan-Wynnog. The species are, binding coal (glo rhing), coak-
ing coal (glo spagog), and cannel coal (glo canwyll).

Peat—is a species of fuel much in request by the middle and
lower classes of the inhabitants, and is procured from copious
stores within the parish, in the three turbaries following :

1. Mawnrog y post llwyd, in the hilly part of the township of
Uwchlaw’r Coed. This township has part of it called*Zir yr Abad
(Abbot’s Land), and, as it is in the manor of Talerddig (Sir W.
W. Wynn’s), it must have formerly belonged to the abbey of Strata
Marcelli, below Welsh Pool.

2. Mawnog y Pawl helyg, a tract of about twenty-seven acres ;
a part of the eastern point is in the parish of Aber-havesp. The
peat of this turbary is of great depth, and contains imbedded in it,
from three to six feet deep, much birch wood, some of large dimen-
sions, but considerably decayed, excepting the enamel of its silvery-
white bark, which is nearly as fresh as it was many centuries ago.

3. Mawnroy y Liyn-Mawr lies on the north-eastern verge of the
lake described in Section III. Its peat affords excellent fuel; but,
what is most worthy of notice, in the turbary and the lake adjoin-
ing, are the remains of forest timber they contain. In the lake
they lie prostrate, and are mostly oak ; on the present surface of the
turbary, few, if any, oak remnants are to be found. During low
water, in extraordinary dry summers, several trunks of oak have
been dragged out of the lake; at first they appeared sound, and of
a colour approaching black ; but, when converted into boards and
other articles, the colour faded considerably, and the smooth-
planed surface became more and mere sealy, in proportion as the
moisture of the wood evaporated ; which is commonly the ease with
all oak-wood imbedded in peat-mosses. Considerable quantities
of such oak, of the smaller growth; have been cloven into laths for
slate.roofing. At first, the laths are tough and elastic, but subject
to minute wind-shakes when dried. The mountaineers who drag
out the oak sell the laths at three shillings per hundred ; and some

trees they have sold at from one to three guineas each, according
to their size.

* This inn has been Jately rebuilt: it belongs to Joseph Hayes Lyon, esq.
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The original surface of the turbary may be estimated by an islet,
or tuft, of some feet in diameter, now covered with a coat of heath
(erica vulgaris), in full bloom. This index is from four to five feet
higher than the present surface of its surrounding turbary ; and it
may have been preserved in its present state from the violence of
the waves in stormy weather and high water, by an assemblage of
huge blocks of whin-stone, lying between the tuft and the lake,
called by the shepherds ¢ Hwch a’t pherchyll,” (Sow and Litter,) as
proper a comparison of sizes (parvis componere magna) as the
name given to a cluster of islets near St. David’s-head, in Pem-
brokeshire, ¢ The Bishop and his Clerks.” An old man in the
neighbourhood says, that the present surface of the turbary is of
the same elevation as it was seventy years back. To this it may
be objected, that the annual cutting of fuel must gradually lower
the surface, especially in this situation, where accumulation is not
to be expected ; and more, at the formation of the Montgomery-
shire Canal, Sir W. W. Wynn, bart. the lord of the lake, gave per-
mission to the Canal Company to dam up, and fix sluices at the
outlet, the source of the kigh-born river Rkiw, which, after twelve
miles of rapid descent, discharges itself into the equally high-born
Severn, at Aber Rhiw, for the purpose of accumulating water for
the supply of the canal in dry summers. This rising of the surface
of the lake, by the constant currence and recurrence of the waves
in stormy weather, must have abraded, and consequently reduced,
the surface of the turbary, so as to bring more and more into view
some scores of stumps of trees,® all, we believe, of the deal kind ;
but, whether of the pine or the fir tribe, it is difficult to ascertain.
All the stumps stand in the erect position they grew; some a few
inches, some more, above the spreading outof the horizontal roots,
which still cling to their original bed in the subjacent soil ; and,
from some bark still preserved in the axillee of the roots, the species
seem to be of the pine rather than of the fir tribe. The wood of
these stumps antIJ roots is well preserved in colour and fibre;
splints of it are sufficiently tough for basketwork: they freely
ignite, and blaze like a matcﬁ.

After thus stating the present appearances of the forest remains
in and near Llyn-Mawr, we cannot forbear coming to the following
conclusions :—That turbary water, in favorable situations, is a
preserver of wood. That it preserves oak better than birch, and deal
wood better than oak. That at some remote period the surface of
the land or soil, which produced such a forest of full-grown timber
trees, the remains of which we have above endeavoured to describe,
was nearly level with the present surface of the lake. That, owing
to some internal power, the surface of the land sunk, so as to form
a cavity of the present depth of the lake. That this internal agent

® These forest remains upon the lake’s margin are, at the lowest computation,
between fifteen and sixteen hundred feet above Caer-sws Vale.—Eprrors.
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at the same time diverted the courses of several strong springs,
which theretofore discharged themselves elsewhere, and opened
them vents into this cavity. That this subsidence of the surface
dislocated the roots of the standing trees within the circumference
of its vortex, and thereby laid their trunks prostrate; in which
position they have at different times been found, at low water, in
dry summers, and dragged out for fuel and other purposes, as
before mentioned. That the trees on the verge of the cavity
maintained their original erect position, with their roots covered
with earth. ‘That, when the cavity became a lake, a perennial
body of water, acting upon the roots of the standing trees, has-
tened the decay, and gestroyed vegetable life in their branches and
trunks ; and that in the course of years they wasted gradually
from their tops downwards to within about a foot in some, or a few
inches in others, of the spreading out of the lateral roots. That
the decay of vegetable substances, accumulating during a long
period, formed a body of peat earth, sufficient to cover the roots
of the trees, at first left erect, with several feet depth of this
spongy and rotten substance. That the water in combination with
this peat earth, acting probably on the turpentine of the pine or
fir, had the peculiar quality of preserving as much of their stumps
and roots as lay within the reach of its operation. And, that the
. trunks of the trees out of the reach of this fluid gradually wasted
away, by the blast of the storm and the natural decay of hoary
age, to their present state ; for they bear no marks of either the
axe or the saw of the feller.

Another instance may be here recorded of the durability of deal
wood in peat water: ¢ A coffin of fir wood, about seven feet long,
was found by cutting fuel in a turbary at Tal-y-Llyn, in Meirionydd-
shire, at the depth of about three yards, containing two skeletons,
the head of the one to the feet of the other.” This mode of sepul-
ture is noticed before, in Section V. on Antiguities. It should
have been observed, that the above account is taken from a manu~
script written in the year 1698 ; in which it is added, that the fir-
wood coffin had been discovered ¢ about twenty-three years
before.” There was no importation of deals into Meirionyddshire
at that time.

The foregoing observations on fir trees may serve to correct an
erroneous opinion, —that these species of evergreens do not grow
naturally in any part of Britain south of the Tweed. Let the
Caledonian come to Liyn-Mawr, and he will change his creed.

The greatest of the twelve Ceesars, during his short stay in the
island, collected all the information he was able respecting its
pataral produce ; and, among others, the following piece of wrong
intelligence : ¢ Materia cujusque generis, ut in Gallia, est, preter
Jagum atque abistem. By fagum is generalli::nderstood the beech
tree, and by abistem the fir. Whitaker, in his * Genuine History










































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































