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Willian Forbes Gray, Esq.

,

F.R.S.E*, F.S.A.S^ot.
8, Mansionhouse Road,
EDINBURGH. JUovGTribef °7, 1C30

r Hr. Forbes Gray,

Kr. Boog Ufatson has complete:5

! a revision of

Cowan's catalogue of Edinburgh rmpp v/hi^h appeared in The

\k of the Old Edinburgh Club, vol.12. He has also prepared a

Luable census of the copies of these siaps in the several librsrie

Ed £ nburgh , X j|

TV Library Co.xiittee would like to publish Mr. Bo of*

son's revision and census as a ruide to the collection which

Cowan bequeathed tc this Library. I shall be gin* if pe

si cr can be granted by your Club for a re-is^ue of the Catalogue-
-

proper acknowledgements will be Bade to the Club, the Catalogue

ill be ascribed to Mr. Cowan fcg author of it, and Mr. Boor Watson 1

10 will appear as editor and compiler oC the census.

Yours faithfully,

Librarian



^
ST

'The Council desire to record their sense oi the grent 1 {\\ v Club has sustained in Iho
death of Thomas Ross, LL.D., one of the Honorary Vie o- Presidents. Dr. Ross was nn
original member, ftnd for twenty years took a leading and highly useful part in the urfairn
of the Club. He was eleoted n member of Council in 1 90S, a Viou-President in UiU, rind

nn Honorary Vioe-President in IN29. succeeding in the last-mentioned office the late
W. Ft. Blaikie. LL.D. I>r. Rugs was a very frequent leader of excursions organised by the
Club, and the antiquarian knowledge and professional learning with which he invested the
informal lectures he usually gave on such occasion* rendered thorn valuable contribution*
lo the subject. Combined with his enthusias m, which wan always According to knowledge,

win a kindliness and good humour, likewise a readiness to answer all sorts of questions.

The*- traits enhanced hi? authority as well as deepened the respect the members enter-

tained for him. But perhaps Dr. Ross's best work for the Club is embodied in these

elaborate and scholarly articles which from time to time he contributed to our volumes.

In the Book of the Club for 190t> be told the history of the atatuca of Justice and Mercy
which stood on each side of the doorway of the old Parliament House. Then in WW 1

(Vol. IV.) Dr. Rosa deaoribed the monument to Bartholomew Somervell which, (iftor

adorning the Old College buildings for 134 years, was removed ft nontax ago and inserted

in the walls of the mansion of Craighall, Perthshire. But bll full powers were reserved

for two long articles which he wrote in collaboration with Professor Baldwin Brown, and

whioh appear in Vols. VIII. and XL respectively. The earlier deals with the Magdalen

Chapel, the Inter with Tailors' Hall, Cowgate. Historically ami architecturally, both

articles are full of minute and pain-daking research, and every future writer on these

building* must, as a matter of course, refer to them. Dr. Roes' n admirable work for the

Club, together with his genial personality, will loug l»e remembered.
The Council instruot the Secretary to send an exlraot of this Minut* to the Misses 1<««*.

with an expression of their deep symputhy with them In their bereavement,*
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Lewie A.MaoRitohie, Esq.,
96, George Street,
EDINBURGH. 27th Feb. ,1931.

)ear Mx.MaoRitohie ,
+

I have your letters of 2^th February. I am very muoh -

,bliged to you for them.
.

^

Will you please oonvey to the Counoil of the Old Edinburgh l<n^

lub, the -warm thanks of the Library Committee for the permission

*hich has been granted. quite sure that the Counoil will

be glad to see copies of the revised Catalogue as soon as it is

issued, and I will arrange that a oopy shall be sent to each

member of the Counoil of the Club.

Yours sincerely,

0
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Tlio Council fro submit tho Twent y-oighfh Annual Report.

'During tho year ended 31nt December iu:tr> there wore twenty-

two vacancies in the membership. These have lnvn lilfr.l up. ami

there still remain four namen on the list of applicants for admission.

Losses by death or resignation havo boen unusually heavy, but there

i-; still a waiting list. Compared with similar organisations, the Cluh

in this res|>eet is particularly fortunate. At the same time, it will

he noted that the reaerve has shrunk to small dimensions, and there-

fore an earnest appeal is made for new members. Names and addresses

should ho forwarded to the Honorary Secretary.

The activities of the Club have been carried on with unabated

energy, and (he wide and intelligent interest displayed has been

encouraging. The visits emblems of Old Kdinbur^h arc disappear -

jag with alarming rapidity, but, happily, it is still possible to make

acquaintance with its resplendent past by means of original and

authentic records, the publication of which is the primary function

of the Club.

The usual programme of lectures and excursions was carried

through. The various meetings were largely attended and much
appreciated. The lectures were held in the Goold Hall. The first for

the season was given on 16th October by Mr. Charles B. Boog Watson,

F.R.S.E. His subject was ' Some Notes Anent Old Edinburgh,'

wliieh was illustrated by lantern slides, these including several little-

known views and plans of the city. Another interesting -lecture was

that of Mr. John Geddie, who, on 28th November, recalled memories

of Edinburgh over a period of seventy years.

The three excursions were most instructive. On 4th May the

Magdalen Chapel, the Candlcmakers' Hall, and the remains of the

Flodden Wall at Bristo Port were inspected under the leadership of

Mr. John Smith. Then, on 1st June, Restalrig Church and Craigen-

tinny House were re -visited after an interval of nearly twenty years.

The company were under the guidance of the Rev. William Burnett,

B.D., the former minister of Restalrig. Later in the afternoon members
were shown over the old mansion of Marionville by Monsignor Miley.

The final excursion took place on Oth July, the objective being New
HaileB and Brunstano, the former a comparatively modern structure

but rich in legal and literary memories, the latter of great historic

interest, having been known as Gilberton so early as the reign of-

William the Lyon. Mr. W. Forbes Gray, F.R.S.E., was leader at

New H idles, while Mr. John Russell and Mr. .Stanley Cursitor, A.R.S.A.,

were the guides at Brunstane.

Book of the Club

In April Volume XX. was issued to members. With its. com-
pletion there has been a feeling that the time has come when a General
Index, to the whole contents of tho Book of the Old Edinburgh Club
would be of great advantage, The indexes already printed apply of



Consequently those consulting our publications cannever be quite

certain that they have seen Hie whole of the information bearing upon
the topic being investigated unless all the indexes arc inspected,

which involves a. huge waato of time and energy. Such an unsatis-

factory state of affairs would be obviated by a General Index, in

which the extensive and varied stores of information contained in the

twenty volumes would be rendered easily accessible. It has therefore

been decided that Volume XXI. shall take the form of a General

Index, the compilation of which has been undertaken by Mr. W.
Forbes Gray, Editor of Publications. The work is already well

advanced. It is hoped to issue the General Index volume towards

the close of 1036 or early in 1937.

Lord Bute and Old Edinburgh

Though known to a few for a considerable time, it was only towards

the close of December that public disclosure was made of the fact that

the Marquess of Bute had purchased Aeheson House, also the mansion

in Leith in which Mary Queen of Scots is supposed to have rested on

her return from France—a mansion occupied by a prominent figure

of the Marian period, Andrew Lamb. The preservation and recon-

ditioning of these buildings in the old form have been advocated more

than once in the reports of the Club and at meetings held under its

auspices- It is therefore extremely gratifying to learn that Lord Bute
intends to have both memorials restored as far as possible to their

original state, and preserved as typical examples of old Scots domestic

architecture. Aeheson House is again to become a private residence,

and, by skilful adaptation, it is hoped to visualise to some extent the

conditions under which the Aeheson family occupied their Canongate

mansion in the seventeenth century. The future of the Lamb house

is as yet uncertain, but there can be no doubt that it will be handled

in a manner consistent with its historic and architectural traditions.

It is to be hoped that the movement for preservation and intelligent

restoration, inaugurated by Lord Bute, will be carried further. Notable

specimens of quaint domestic architecture surviving in our midst are

lamentably few, and, unless action is taken in the near future, the

majority of these are doomed. Indeed, the most picturesque of the

Shoemakers
1 Lands in the Ganoiigato is scheduled for demolition. This

st ructure displays so many features of Scots craftsmanship in the days

of Ohurles n. that every effort ought to Ik- made to save it. And the

same remark applies even more pertinently to the town mansion of

Sir John Nisbet of Dirleton (lower down the Canongate), with its

crow-stepped front, its double row of dormers, its finely corbelled

projection, its turnpike stair, and its vaulted basement.
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This meeting desires to record it6 sense of the great

I06S the Club has sustained in the death of the Hon. Secretary

Mr Lewis A. MacRitchie. Among the office-hearers Mr Hac-

Ritchie's record was unique, inasmuch as he was the only one

who had held the same office continuously from the formation

of. the Club until now. His services covered twenty- eight

years. During that long period Mr MacRitchie capably and

conscientiously discharged the duties of his office, and

those brought most in contact with him testify that he at all

times served the Club with single-minded devotion. Indeed

this was acknowledged publicly so far back as March 1927, when,

along with the late William Cowan, President of the Club, he

was entertained to dinner by the members. In addition to

his business capacity, shrewdness/ and intimate knowledge of

Old Edinburgh, our late Secretary displayed traits which

endeared him to his colleagues, not least his modesty, his

kindly disposition, and his unfailing loyalty.
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27th April, 193

Dear Mr Burnett,

Old -Ldlnbur^h Club

Now that the completion of the General Index to the twenty 1*

volumes of our Publications la In sight, I feel that that work cl

may well form "a fitting termination to ray editorial labours on
behalf of the Club. Accordingly, I desire to tender my resignation
of the office with which the bouncil honoured me twelve years ago. c '.

have contemplated taking this step for more than a year, but M
efrained from intimating my resignation sooner in order that the 1

Editorial Committee might have an opportunity of recommending a
suitable successor. This, I believe, they are now in a position to

In taking farewell of what has been to me aongenial, if at all
times arduous find even harassing, service, I trust it may not appear
egotistic if I indulge a reminiscent vein, and review briefly my
twenty years of active service for the Club.

copy
My interest in Old Edinburgh goes back long way. My
of Chambers's Traditions is dated 1895 • From that time

first
onward

t

I have been constantly addLig to my knowledge of thefilstory of this

grand old city of ours. I Joined the Club in the afecmd year of Itc

existence, but It whs not till 1915 that I began to take an active
interest in its affairs. In the summer of that year the late tr

Molr Bryce, who naa then President, called at my house, explained

that a visit to Grange House was being arranged, and asked me to give

some account of the literary associations of the mansion, which I did

with fear and trembling, never having done anything of the kind befor

In 1915 I was ulectei a member of Council, and in 1923 I had the

privilege of succeeding the lAte Mr William Cowan f as Convener of the

Editorial Committee.



I think it rather a remarkable fact that during the twenty-

>Uht years the Club has existed there have been only two editors of
|

'•b publications. Mr Cowan (whom I regard as by far the ablest and

tost scholarly authority on Old Edinburgh our Club has ever had)

as responsible for the first twelve volumes, and I for the remaining

lne, incluUng the General Index, which, I may say in passing, has

een a tremendous job, though well worth doing. In addition to my

dltorial work, I have contributed nine articles covering 324pages.

nd if to that be added six lectures, the preparation of notes for

leven excursions, likewise the writing of the annual reports and of

tie notices of our proceedings for the Press, I think it will be adml

rat my retirement is well-earned. ' *W
VThile deeply conscious of many shortcomings, I can honestly

iy that my coastant endeavour has been to promote the best interests
' the Club, and in particular to maintain the high standard of our

j

lumes set by my revered friend and predecessor, Mr Cowan. Further-
ire, if there has been at least an approximation to the ideal, I

.ould like to add that it would not have been possible had it not
en for the valuable and loyal support given me at all times by my

(agues on the Sdltorial Committee.

In conclusion, I may say that while the responsibility will now
st in other hands, I hope still to be of service to the Club in an

f 1c lal capac i ty

.

I am, iear Mr Burnett,

Y our s :j in cerely

% n a / m % ^ f



f^uAtcta&^HAsv ^crr 142 (%uS\ a /touted rvu* ac\ ^
jvUk' CtcU<A4^o<H* J&r C£jl float /Joi&s/. ytafo . tu6e*t

Wuf. ki^Cs. frfif* cec<r-£*i~ tfrstur. fadr**

. &#cc itZus* ye^ro

Li O. £#Aq< fiaA vtUc*^ i^^>uj^. & O&J £~ ^
<&ca oaso 4<zas htau****

faro HSUU
<
^XUaro

i
ftw. fo&tJa** ^Utl %>-rtfo Gtiuf.

-u^U. tec <a+tcio uuU £6t rfrfie* ^f'



/ft

* * 1 V?

-jl^KX &o a fatty (U*^

&co(n> affair* . .

CCt.U.

* dfj&rt fathjyu. J&rt«u
t
facSAcu/ji



J. JY. 0J*& &4, %teu*vtr 0&HiQ&u.
t
<£*Ju6cuo>fe

QAho^ido, OoS) Ua&ll Uttlq tio SraUucj £oU\

fat* hd ,

£Af^% J6 tf<rUt fa*-*'

ecu*- a*



i D. furtOri
, jfat+tc l&xUJ.-, /fauc* M+uX

hdoj 0^ cufaurv trfuuj i^u C£cJi iuuoUc^



1

/j~
3-lj--

, \Jr ) If ntu IMUcdWv A* Cju (fat <^ ^

(tiettdb. .

LUUiMJtf

•

1



^(aJi^^UcU &£. Cfirf^<Z6^ , &~jfo<z/r*u* i Oust

(ill£Um 0UOl* .


