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ADDENDA ET CORRIGENDA.

Page 1, line 14, read ‘“ Antiqui infeofamenti ”’ (as in MS.).

No. 14, line 5, after ‘‘ ferne on yat ’’ add ‘‘ ane pairt and ane
honorabill man Alexr. Innes of Plaids, on yat uther
pairt,”” &e.

No. 37, 1. 13, *“ a fortnight afterwards,”” &c.

Page 25, line 20, omit repetition ‘‘ to be held on the Lord’s
Day thenceforward.”

No. 56, 1. 8, ‘ minister,”’ and No. 134, 1. 4, ‘‘ dochter.”’

No. 136, 1. 9, page 108, 1. 33, and page 111, 1. 28, after
‘‘ bannock *’—note—[servant’s fee or perquisite paid in
kind. ‘

Page 65, ]1. 16, after ‘‘ shane dance ’—note—Jstill applied
locally to a dance or set of dances in which the steps are
those of the sheean trubhais, or chiefly so.]

No. 236, 1. 22, after ¢‘ salmon ’’~—note—‘¢ or night-poaching.
For places, see old map facing p. 36.”

Page 126, 1. 1, after ‘‘ rubbures "’—note—[oak casks or tubs],
and No. 337, 1. 6, after ‘ latron ’—note—[desk.]

Page 129, top, and p. 167, 1. 46, after muttie—note—[about
half a stone of meal. .

Page 129, foot, after ‘‘ speeke wheills ’’ note [with spokes],
and page 130, line 6, should be £4912.

Page 133, 1. 23, after ‘‘ clockback with two pilgets,”’ and in
page 135, 1. 3, after ‘‘ clogbag trunk for lady’s linnens,”’
and No. 358, 1. 10, after ‘‘ Clockbagg with ye papers
and chartors *’—note—[cloakbag or portmanteau fitted
for carrying on horseback. The pilget is said in ‘‘ New
English Dictionary > to be ¢‘ apparently equal to
pillion,”” but seems in above rather to belong to the
cloakbag.]

No. 358, 1. 10, and page 140, 1. 6, after ‘“ demipick (or -pike)
saddle ’—note—{half-peaked, i.e., with the peak half
the height of that of the old war-saddle.]

No. 332, 1. 3, No. 348, 1. 5, and page 138, 1. 17, after ‘‘ Lung-
sadl;a]” or langsaidle—note—[folding bed or long wooden
stool.

No. 349, 1. 38 in note, after ‘‘ stells ’* add ‘ or props.”’

Page 137, 1. 23, after ‘* deak for a laidn horse,”’ and No. 775,
1. 17, after ‘‘ horse daik *’—note—[The word in this use
does not appear to occur elsewhere. The first passage
shows it has no connection with daik, fo ornament or trim.
It was clearly a part of the harness or trappings on which
arms could be stamped, and was different if the horse was
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ADDENDA ET CORRIGENDA.

laden. In 1731, owing to defect of roads, burdens were
still generally carried on the horse’s back, and the deak
may have been the part which held up the panniers or the
shaft of a vehicle.]

. 368, 1. 13, after ‘‘ cuittikins stokins ’—note—[worn as

gaiters. ]

. 379, 1. 5, pantoufles, and No. 386, 1. 7, resoudé, and 1. 8

for [osselet] put [see Appendix, 386.]

. 415, end, after ‘* Engadill "’—note—[but see Ingadill in

old map.]
453, 1. 4; 462, 1. 6; 463, 1. 32; and 827, 1. 13, after
‘“ last *’—note—{12 barrels of herring, &c., or 13,000
herrings.]

Page 216, top, SEcTioN VI.
No. 546, end—note—[John, 2nd of the Earls of Kinghorne,

now Earls of Strathmore.]

No. 554, 1. 9, prejude, and No. 627, 1. 14, prosecution.
Page 248, top—No. 628, not 228 ; and page 251, 1. 9, insert

No.

No.

897 after 981, “ 04 after 988.”° 1Inl. 10 insert ‘ 524
after 962.”°

673, 1. 14, after ‘‘ peper ’’ insert ‘‘ ane pund of masis
[mace], halfe pund off saferen [saffron], ane pund off
nuytmeks [nutmegs].”’

684, end—negotiations, and page 274, 1. 19, after
‘“ nakat *’—note—[wicked or precocious child, cf. Aber-
deenshire ‘‘ nickum ’’; but kandy or clever is the sense
here.

. 731, 1. 17, after ‘“ London *’—note—[massive silver vase

and salver, each inscribed:—‘‘ Presented by the Two
Assurance Companies and Merchants of London to John
Lockhart, Esq., Captain of His Majesty’s ship Tartar, for
his gallant service in protecting the Trade of the Nation
by takeing many French Privateers in the years 1756 and
1757, and a large salver of solid silver with the same
inscription and an engraved sea-piece with figures.”’]
After ‘‘ and Bristol ”’—note—[a vase of solid gold,
inscribed, ‘‘ Presented by the Society of the Merchant
Venturers of the City of Bristol to Captain John Lock-
hart, Commander of His Majesty’s ship Tartar, for the
important services he rendered to the trade of that City
by ably protecting her merchantmen and Distressing
numerous French privateers.’’]

Page 299, 1. 13, in CaLrossIE put * 289 *’ instead of 162, and

in No. 793, DINGWALL, insert ‘“ 956 ’’; in page 318, 1. 2,
insert ¢“ 352 ’; in No. 816, 1. 38, insert ‘“ 676 ’’; in page
333, 1. 28, insert ¢ 997 ”’; and in No. 933, after Strath-
conan, ‘‘ 256, 815.”’

. 800, 1. 19, after *‘ calke is no sheyres ’’—note—[proverb,

from tailor-work, ¢‘ Chalking the cloth is not cutting it’’;
‘¢ Planning is not executing.’’] i



OLD ROSS-SHIRE AND SCOTLAND

AS SEEN IN THE TAIN AND BALNAGOWN
DOCUMENTS.

INTRODUCTION.

In the County and Municipal Buildings in the ancient and
Royal Burgh of Tain there are stored a very large number
of documents of the Courts held there and in Fortrose and
Cromarty for nearly four centuries, also a smaller number
of parchments belonging to the Burgh, but till now there
has been no systematic examination of them for historical
purpose and publication. Under the present custodians, the
Commissary Clerk Depute and the Town Clerk—to whom
grateful acknowledgment is now made for the facilities
afforded—the documents have been excellently kept. But in
the collection there is only too clear evidence of deplorable
loss and damage suffered in past centuries. That fire and
sword were among the causes is shown in Royal Charter
(No. 42) : —‘‘quamvis eorum antiquaa infeofainenta et cartae
per barbaros et quosdam rebelles subditos hyberniae prout
nobis manifeste constat crudeliter per incendium consumptae
fuerunt prout in attenticis testimoniis coram nobis productis

continetur.””  That careless custody was another cause is
shown in a letter of 1778 from an ex-sheriff-clerk to his
successor: —“1 as well as my predecessor were obliged to

take them (i.e., the documents) as we found them without
any inventory. They appeared to me to be in perfect con-
fusion lying in an old broken house that was not watertight.”’
They were put into better order recently, and papers of the
19th century are well separated from those of the 16th, 17th,
and 18th. As these latter proved enough to fill a volume of
any feasible size, the examination was practically stopped
with the end of the 18th century. One paper, of 1809, how-
ever, was part of a memoir by Thomas Suter as to a collection
of documents he had sorted and put into two boxes, a trunk,
a chest, and a cabinet at Balnagown Castle. On this paper
being placed before Sir Charles Ross, he said he knew of a
trunk, a chest, and one box only, and had them opened.

1



2 OLD ROSS-SHIRE AND SCOTLAND.

They were filled with 16th, 17th, and 18th century documents,
but disturbed and in confusion. Grateful acknowledgment 3s
due to Sir Charles for at once granting full facility of
examination. They prove quite equal in interest to the Tain
documents, and the two collections are largely supplementary
and helpful to each other. Throughout this work documents
found at Balnagown are distinguished by B before the
number. The whole proved to be of such variety and range
of subjects illustrated as to suggest the arranging of them
under the heads of subjects illustrated. It is hoped this may
make the work more interesting to the majority of readers.
Latin texts, Lists, Rolls, etc., are placed in an Appendix.
For the sake of condensation, all legal verbiage, repetitions,
and well known formulae are omitted, and everything else of
no apparent importance. Omission of a few words is indi-
cated by . .; of a line or two by . . . ; and of more by
. . . . For further condensation, figures are sometimes used
instead of the lengthy spelt-out numbers, and initials for names
when repeated in the same paper. Also in charters, N., S,
E., and W. for the directions.

Documents are numbered, are printed under the subject
they first or chiefly illustrate, and for other subjects are
referred to by number. Parts wanting, through tearing,
fading, rotting, or obliteration, are shown by ( ), but if the
missing words can with fair certainty be supplied, they are
printed inside. Language and spelling of English, Scots, and
French papers are reproduced, also such contractions as can
be conveniently represented in ordinary type. Lastly, all
notes, explanations, or remarks—everything that is not of the
actual text or literal translation of a paper—is placed within
square brackets [ ]. These conventions will save much repe-
tition of notes; and so will the following note of frequently
recurring contractions:—y for th, as in yt. for that; ym. for
them ; yr. for their or there; Suyrland for Sutherland; uyrs.
for others, etc.; q for wh, as in qn. for when; gm. for whom;
wt. for with, and wtin. for within; q or qu for wh, as qlk. for
whilk ; q also for con., as qtract for contract.



CHURCH AFFAIRS.

SECTION I.—.CHURCH AFFAIRS.

[No. 1, 1486.—Charter (Latin) on parchment, framed, and
shown in Tain Council Chamber. One corner had faded
and been retouched. As the first Charter it may be given
somewhat fully.] To all who shall see or hear this Charter,
Sir Thomas Monelaw perpetual vicar of the town of the
bountiful Confessor the blessed Duthac of Tain, and in-
dweller of the same, greeting . . Know ye me to have
granted . . . . with consent of the clergy and indwellers
of the foresaid town of Tain to my beloved cousin Donald
Monelaw two tenements of lands and garden sloping up
from them with pertinents, lying within the foresaid town
of Tain in the west part of the same within the common
burn on the east side and the lands of Donald Robertson
on the west and the lands of Kristin son of Patrick and of
Mariota ( ? ) on the south side and the King’s high way
on the north side—along with a certain piece of arable
land in the south part . . between the common ground
and Knockanmehr on the east side and the common lane
and the lands of Donald Reid son of Michael on the west
side also between the moor on the south side and the lands

of the foresaid Donald Reid on the north . . . . Reddendo
. . four shillings yearly to the clerics of the same town . .
Munro and Farquhar . . . . will . . warrant . . . Donald
against all men and women . . .. and if . . Donald
depart this life without heirs . . . . to Katherine Money-
law, sister of . . Donald . . . if . . fail . . . to Andrew
son of my brother . . . I have aflixed my seal and have

got affixed the seal of the communits of . . town of Tain . .
witnesses Sir William Monelaw vicar of Alness John Mone-
law Chaplain of Cambuscurrie Donald Morrison Chaplain
of Morangie Finlay Ken( ) Chaplain of the foresaid
Blessed Duthac Donald Reid son of Thormot Donald Reid
son of Killerewack Thomas Johnson Thomas Forrest and
William the priest’s son indwellers of the forementioned
town of Tain with many and various others on the 16th
day of the month of May in the yecar 1486. Now after my

giving of these tenements . . . . Donald Reid son of
Thormot co bailie of the foresaid town personally going
&c. . . . on the 20th of May 1486 . . . [There is here a

glimpse of the older constitution of the Church of Tain—
vicar and chaplains—those of Cambuscurrie, Morangie, and
Duthac, those of Dunskeath and Tarlogie not mentioned.
The Vicar himself held the remaining chaplainry—New-
more, to which he had been appointed for life when it
was founded in 1482—Reg. Mag. Sig. 1. 10, No. 50—yet
the year after this deed, 1487, he was deprived. In the
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foundation there was a doubly significant clause—* concu-
binam publicam mnec focariam non detinent . . quod si
publice notum fuerit . . dicta capellania vacet ’’; in short,
these priests were hardly even expected to respect the
seventh commandment, but rather the eleventh, “ Thou
shalt not be found out.”” Significant also, in view of the
above transfer of property to Moneylaw’s “ cousin,’’ is the
fact that it was only a year before the Bishop of Ross
changed the constitution of the Church in 1487 and
appointed a new head, as we see in

No. 2, 1492.—Papal Bull, mounted between sheets of plate

glass to show both sides; lead seal perfect, and attached by
original silk cord, in which red strands are mingled with
the yellow to show that it contains matter of justice as
well as of grace. Along one fold the parchment has been
rotted or blackened, leaving some gaps, but by lenses many
letters in the discoloured part have been made out, and by
help of the bishop’s letter and readings of other bulls it
is practically restored.] Innocent, bishop, servant of the
servants of God, to his dear son William Spine, provost of
the Church of the blessed Duthus of Tayne, in Ross, deacon,
greeting and apostolic blessing. When what is asked of us
is just and honourable, the strength of right as much as
the line of reason requires that it should be carried out to
its due effect as a consequence of craving our interposition.
Indeed, the prayer brought before us on your behalf recited
that our venerable brother Thomas, bishop of Ross, with
consent of the chapter of the Church of Ross and of others
whom it concerned, and for the advancement of Divine
worship, raised the said Church of the blessed Duthac into
a collegiate one, and in it set up one provostship, five
canonries, and as many prebends, two deaconships or sub-
deaconships, one servitorship, and three clerical scholarships
[or boy choristerships], and for the fitting endowment of
all these, the provostship [&c., &c.], he assigned certain
dues, rents, and profits piously set apart by certain of
Christ’s faithful ones. And when thou hast attained the
said provostship, which therein stands the chief dignity
conferred on thee, yet in some measure lacking apostolic
authority, thou hast asked it to be fortified by us with the
apostolic bulwark. We therefore, being influenced in this
direction by thy prayers, do confirm and strengthen with
the defence of this writ, the things done and carried out,
just as if they had been properly done by apostolic
authority. Therefore let none at all break through this
our writ of confirmation and defence, or with rash daring
transgress it. But if any shall take upon him to attempt
this, let him know that he will incur the wrath of Almighty
God, and of his blessed apostles, Peter and Paul. Given
at Rome, at St Peter’s, in the year of the Lord’s incarna-
tion, 1492, on the 17th of July, in the 8th year of our
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CHURCH AFFAIRS. 5
pontificate. [The  tres clericatus’’ are referred to in the
bishop’s deed as ‘‘tres pueri in puerili voce cantantes.”’
Including them the whole staff numbers 12, and we have
‘“deacons or sub-deacons,”’ so the hiatus “a( )"’ must be
filled “ aut,”” not “ac.”” The hiatus after “ fuisti’’ is the
only outstanding one, and from the sense it seems to. be
unimportant, merely pronoun, or connective, or both. The
chief signature is A. Farnesio—Cardinal-Secretary Ales-
sandro Farnese—who 42 years afterwards became Pope
Paul III. He was noted for elegant scholarship alike 'n
Latin, Greek, and Italian, and from the elegant Latin of
this document it may be set down as lis composition.
Pope Innocent VIII. could have no share in it. He was
then very near the end of a long and painful illness, and
died eight days after its date, so it may have been the last
of his reign. William Spine, first provost, does not occur
again in these papers. In 1514, according to the Origines
Parochiales, he witnessed a mandate of the Dean of Ross.
In the next document, however, there appear another of
the Spyne family, showing its importance, a Moneylaw,
and a priest who afterwards became provost.

No. 3, 15638.—Parchment Charter in Latin] . . . . Sir Donald
Henryson Chaplain of the Collegiate Church of Tayne . . . .
sold to Sir Alexr. Gray Viear of Far a croft of four bolls
bear sowing in the west part of Tayne lying close between
the King’s high ways that lead to Bengarrik and Talrogy
on the south and north, also between Tablair and Croft

Salne on the east and west . . . . Reddendo to the clergy
of the the blessed Duthac the usual and wonted annual
rent . . . . witnesses Andrew Forres, Thomas Levystone

Thomas Monilaw Thomas Andresone Donald Makfynlaye,
John McDonald bragoch [i.e., “ boaster '’] and Thomas
Dingwall, Maro . . . . Alexander Spyne bailie of Tayne . . .
[From Orig. Paroch. there appear to have been many
changes of Provost after above date—Sir Donald Munro
vacating in 1541, George Ogilvy in the same year, Sir
Magnus Vaus 1542, Sir Hugh Gray in the same year. In
1544 Sir John Thornton as Provost assents to the transfer
of Dunskeath lands, and in 1549 there is a presentation
when the ‘‘ provostship shall be vacant by demission of Sir
Alexander Gray,”’” who therefore held it between 1544 and
1549. He was son of a priest, and he was already, as we
see above, owner of property in Tain. The presentation
was in favour of Sir Nicholas Ross, Chaplain of Dunskeath
—son of a priest, also Chaplain of Dunskeath. In 1543 he
got himself legitimated by royal letters, and in 1544 got
his own four sons legitimated. The celibacy of the clergy
was a farce. The Dunskeath lands were then conveyed
to his eldest son, as above. Nicolas had also secured the
presentation to the Abbacy of Fearn, and as Abbot he
first appears in these papers.
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B. No. 4, 1558.—Paper (Latin) with contemporary docket.]

Ane seising gevin to Abbot Nicholas . . . [begins] In the
name &c. . . . in the year 1568 . . May 27th . . . . Alexr.
Ross of Balnagown feudatory of the lands of Wester Ferne
and of the fishings of the water of Bonach within the
Abbacy of Ferne . . . of his own free will on account of
very many favours and benefits done by the venerable
Nicolaus Ross present commendator of Ferne and on
account of . . . . certain sums of money . . paid . .

to the said Laird of Balnagown in his very great need . . .
makes . . . assedation . . sasine in life-rent . . to the
same Nicolaus. . . . . Witnesses Donald Ross Hutcheson
in Ballamuchye, Donald Ross Williamson in West Ganye,
Wm. McTormot, John Denunc McGillivray; Alexr.

Donaldson Walterson . . . . [He is indicated, though not
named, in 1557 in a receipt—‘‘ I Maister Thomas McCalzane
of Cliftounhall . . . ressavit fra ane venerll. fader in God

ye Abbot of Ferne in name of ye Laird of Balnagown . .
ten merks [£6 13s 4d Scots, or one-twelfth of that, 11s 13d
sterling] for my pensioun . . of the yeir . . . . [Next we
have him in both offices—

No. 5, 1559.—Sasine (Latin), parchment, well written and

preserved.] In the name of God Amen . . . . on 8th
Novemr., in the 5th year of the pontificate of Paul . . .
fourth Pope [Paul IV. was elected in 1555; previously he
was Cardinal Caraffa, “the lazy hypocrite who makes a
matter of conscience about peppering a thistle,”” as Aretino
calls him, and a great stickler for minutiae of faith and
authority. This trait was momentous in English history,
for there was a point at the beginning of Elizabeth’s reign
when she might have made her peace with Rome, and
messages passed, but Paul’s rigid answer, that first of all
she must “submit her claims to the decision of his judg-
ment,”’ turned the scale] . . . . in presence of me notary
public . . . the honourable Thomas Ross son of the vener-
able and distinguished Nicolas Ross provost of Tayne [note
that Nicholas the Abbot conveys to the son not of Nicholas
the Abbot, but of Nicholas the Provost] on the ground

. of Mekle Rany [Meikle Rhynie], Ballablair with
brewhouse of the same also of the crofts commonly called
Dowcot Croft [Dovecote], Brighouse Croft, Mill Croft of
Fearn and . . . . the Witlandis . . . . holding in his hands
a charter . . by . . . Alexander Ross of Balnagown . . . .
. . whose tenor follows . . . . for services rendered . . .
by the said Thomas also for a certain sum paid to me in
my pressing need . . . grant . . . . to the said Thomas Ross
and his heirs . . . . whom failing to Nicholas Ross brother
of Thomas William and Donald Ross . . . . Mekle Rany
&e. . ... The said Thomas . . paying yearly to the said
. . . Nicolas present commendator of the monastery of
Fearn and his successors abbots or commendators . . . .
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two chalders twelve bolls three firlots of victual [i.e.,
grain, usually bere] three pounds Scots money, four shil-
lings, four dozen capons, four sheep-carcasses, four bolls
of oats four loads of turfs . . . . a Lundred loads of fuel
commonly called “ peitis’’ yearly, leading and carrying
from the mosses of Fearn and delivering into the monastery
at the wonted places to be divided by equal portions
between the Abbot and the brotherhood . . . . yearly for

. Ballablair three pounds thirteen shillings and four
pence and for the dues of ploughing and carrying, and
rent augmentation of Mekle Rany five shillings yearly and

. of Ballablair three shillings . . for the brewhouse . .
twenty shillings . . for the augmentation . . twelve pence
. . . for Dowcot Croft twenty six shillings and eight pence
. . for Brighouse forty shillings and for augmentation &c.
. . . twelve pence. For the Mill Croft of Fearn six
shillings and eight pence . . . for Witlandis twenty shil- -
lings . . and for augmentation &c. twelve pence Scots . . . .
If Thomas Ross . . . happen to fail in delivery of muttons
and capons . . . instead of each mutton, four shillings,
and . . each capon, eight pence . . . . bailies John Maccul-
loch of Mekle Terreil and Jesper Vaus of Lochslyne . . . .
witnesses Hugh Ross of Tollys, Alexr. Ross of Little Allan,
John Guthery, Master Andrew Broune &c. [The time of
this deed was a critical one, and Nicolas, we may be
certain, had been keeping note of the events in the South—
the “band’’ of the Reforming leaders in 1557 ; the retort
of the bishops in burning the good old priest, Walter Miln,
‘for “heresy ’’; the revulsion of feeling this aroused, and
the popular outbreaks and smashings of images at Perth,
Cupar, and St Andrews in May; then the occupation of
Edinburgh by the Lords of the Congregation in June. He
might have heard of its second occupation on 15th October,
1559. Just then he gets some of the best lands of the
Abbey transferred to the safe hands of his own son.
Numerous ecclesiastics, apprehending the end of their
system, were acting similarly. Alexander Ross of Balna-
gown was the most powerful man of Easter Ross. From
him in the same year Nicholas gets a charter conveying
Easter and Wester Geanies to another son, William. Still
further, Nicholas effects a regular band or alliance with
Balnagown, which we have in

B. No. 6, 1559.—Bond and obligation.] Be it &c . . me
Alexr. Ross of Balnagown forsameikle as I am infeft . . .
lands of Myd Gany, Petkare [Pitkerry] Ballomowquhy
[Balmuchy] Wester Ferne . . fischings of Bonach . . part

of Mains of Ferne . . . be . . Nicholas commendator of
Ferne . . . . and for mony uyrs. . . guid deids . . . I obleiss
me and my airs and assignais faytfullie in ye stratest . .
forme . . yt. can be devisit . . . . to mantene and defend

ye said Nicholas . . . contrar all mortal, ye authorite
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[King] beand except . . . . nevir to heir, sie, nor wit . .
dampnage nor skayt [hurt] . . to his body . . lands or
guids, bot I sall advertyse him yrof and kcip him skaytless
at the utermost of my power . . . I sall use ye counsell of
ye said Nicholas in all effars perteyning to my hous kyn
and freynds induring my lyftyme . . Notwithstanding ye
said commedator hes astrickit in . . charter made to me
. in case I falzie in . . delyvering merts, mutons, Reik
liens . . to pay for everie mert forty shillings . . muton 4/
. capoun 8d . . hen 4d yt. beis not delyverit . . in dew
tyme . . . . becaus ye commendator is guid freynds to me
and be resoun I am to be divers tymes wt. hym in TFerne
upon his expenses . . . . I am contentit yt. . . . for all days
of his lyf [he] as tenent to me intromitt wt. . . airages
cairages of . . . lands . . to me in few of . . . abbacie of
Ferne . . . to input and output tenents . . and yat for
helping to hald up his hous and place of ferne provyding
yat ye saids tenents knaw me as yair maister and ansr. me

in my courts . . . unlawis and amerciaments . . to be
applyit to ye said commedator’s use . . . . In case—as God
forbid . . I . . contravene and againecum . . contract . . . .
I overgevis [give up] all rycht, titill . . . . to ye lands . . .
and ye charters . . be null, cassin, and of nayne availl . . . .
we obleiss . . . to pay all . . money &c . . . . under pane of
tynsall [loss] of oure fewis . . . to serve ye said Nicholas
wt. my kyn and freynds [usual way in these papers of
expressing what we now call “his clan’] . . . wtin. ye
bounds of Ross . . . at oure alleyne [sole] expens . . . . att
Ferne ye auchtein day of November 1559 . . Witness Johne
Ross Malcomson, Robert Simsone in Ester Gany . . Sir
John Nicolsoun vicar of Lagane, Alexr. Pedder vicar of
Urray . . Alexr. Ross of Balnagown. [His seal is also

afixed. Such a band may well have encouraged the astute
ecclesiastic to look with more confidence to the future, and
he must at once have begun to negociate for an extension
of his Tain property, for it was settled by May, 1560, in
the charter.

B. No. 7, 1560.—Parchment (Latin), seal of Bailie Andrew

Ross remaining.] . . . . me Andrew Ga( ) . . . in my
urgent necessity . . . with consent of Cristine Ross my
spouse . . . sell to the venerable Nycolaus provost of Tayne
one tenement with buildings and garden . . in the south
part of Tayne between the stream-gully [cavum torrentem]
on the west the common lane on the east and the tenement
with buildings of the said Nicolaus on the south and the
lands of Donald Glas on the north . . for a certain sum
. . .. Reddendo . . sixpence yearly . . . to the church of
the blessed Duthac . . . . Witnesses Sir John Nicholson
vicar of Lagan Sir Geronimus Paip Alexr. Corbat Donald
Henryson and Andrew Reid . . . . [For notice of the persons
and topography, see No. 936. The curious result is to
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plant the old priest in the site now occupied by the F.P.
Church. By this time there had come the defeat of the
Catholic party, supported by the Queen Regent and French
troops, at the hands of the Reforming party, supported by
English ships and troops; also a fresh bond of the Reform-
ing Lords, soon followed by preparation for a Parliament
the most momentous in Scottish history. = The Council
advertised all who had by law or ancient custom the right
to attend. Among these was Nicholas, as Abbot of Fearn,
who resolved to attend, and just before setting out made
the most significant of all his preparations—seen in

B. No. 8, 1560.—Paper, perfect except a small hole in the
signature, and with contemporary docket] Ye Laird of
Ballanagones obligation maid to Nicholas Ross upon ye
relequies of tane. [Begins] I Alexr. Ross of Ballanagone
grantis me to haif ressavit realie and wt. effect fra anc
venerable man and my speciale freind Nicholas Ross com-
mendator of Ferne and provest of Tayne in keping wtin.
my house of Ballanagone yir [these] reliks followand viz ane
hede of silver callit sanct Duthois hede his chast blede
[breast-bone] in gold and his ferthyr [case, or portable
shrine] in silver gylt wt. gold. And therfor binds and
oblis me my aiers, exres. and assignais that ye samyn hede
chast blede and ferthyr salbe furcht cumand [forth coming]
to ye said provest and college of Tayne and to all uthers
heffand entres [having interest] yrto be just titill, and
binds and oblis me . . to freicht [free] releis and keyp
skatless [uninjured] ye said Nicholas . . and all uthers
quhome 1t efferis [concerns] for . . hede &c . . at all hands
and persones havand entres yrto under ye payne of tway
thosand merks . . to be pait bc me my . . to . . Nicholas . .
and to all &c . . for yar cost &c . . . bot [without] any
exceptiones in ye qtrar in ye maist ample form of obliga-
tione yt. can be devisit. In witnes of ye qlk I . . hes
subserivit yir presentis wt. my hand and for mayr verifi-
catione hes causit Sir Jhone Nicholsoun notar public
subscrive ye samyn at Bellanagoun ye xvi day of Julii . .
Iaj Vet thrie score zeris before yir witness George Ros my
broder and Duncan Grant alias roy . . [Here at last we
have a full statement of the “properties’” by which for
generations the Tain priesthood drew troops of pilgrims,
only the famous shirt having been known as yet.  The
writing is large and careful—the same hand as in 3 others
of Nicholas’s papers; it is also carefully and stringently
worded, evidently drawn up or inspired by Nicholas, and
it looks as if he delivered the treasures in person. Clearly
he dared not go away and leave them in the Shrine in
Tain. Tain had no faith in their sacredness, nor had
Nicholas—the word “callit’’ is significant. Nor was he a
Hezekiah to call them Nehushtan and break them up
publicly as idols. No, he commits them to the strongest
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custody to await the turn of events, and takes security for
their bullion value. Meantime, within a few miles’ dis-
tance and one week’s time, we have another great ecclesiastic
looking very sharp after his “ temporalities.”’

No. 9, 1560.—Receipt] I Maister Henry Sinclare Deane of
Glasgow postulat. of Ross and donator of ye temporalitie of
ye same . . ressavit fra . . Alexr. Ross of B. [will be used
for Balnagown after this] . . threttie thre pundis auchtein
schyllingis ane peny and ane fardein for ye termis of
Martimes in ye yeir 1559 and Witsunday . . 1560 of ye
few maillis of ye landis quhilk . . hes in feu of bishopryk of
Ros. Providing alwayes yat gyf [if] . . Alexr. awith [owes]

to pay mair nor ye foresaid . . . yat he pay ye same . .
conforme to his infeftment . . Off ye qlk soume of . . .
discharges . . Alexr. for now and ever . . subscryvit . . at

Cromerty ye xxiij of July 1560 . . Witness Master David
Rollak of ye Powis Schir Marc Jamesone and Thomas
Alane  Hen. Sinclar, [That “ane fardein’ is good,
especially remembering it is Scots, i.e., 1-12th of a farthing
sterling. So is that “awith to pay mair.”’ Maister Henry
wasn’t going to be cheated of one farthing, or the chance
of one. In this, along with the legal precision of his
description of himself, we see his double capacity, for he
was a lawyer as well as a priest, and became Lord
President of the Court of Session. But the finishing touch
is supplied by another receipt, which seems to show that
so far from “awing to pay mair,”” the Laird had been
“done’’ into paying one half year’s dues twice over.

No. 10, 1560.-—] I Sir David Barchane chalmerlan to ane
venerabill man Maister Henry Sinclar &c . . resavid be ye
hands of Alexr. Ross in name and behalf of . . Alexr. Ross
of B. sextein punds auchtein s. v d for ye mertymes maill
of ye few lands . . Alexr. Ross . . hes of ye said bishoprik . .
compleit payment of ye mertymes last precedand ye dait
heirof . . . . at ye Chanonry of Ross ye twentie day of
Janiiar ane thousand fyve hundreth and thre score .

Witness Thomas Ross persoun of Alness and Willam
Rollak . . [The peculiar position of Sinclair just then is
alluded to by Kmnox, who says of the letters from the
Reforming Lords craving Calvin at Geneva to send Knox
back to visit Scotland—" These letters were delivered by
the hands of Master John Gray . . Novr. . . 1558, who at
the same time passed to Rome for the expedition of the
Bowes of Ross to Master Henry Sinclair.”” So the latter
was awaiting the Pope’s bull to complete his title. Knox
calls him “a perfect hypocrite and a conjured enemy to
Christ Jesus, whom God after strake according to his
deservings.”” Both Nicholas of Ferne and Henry Sinclair
got to Edinburgh in time to be so entered on the sederunt
of that Parliament. On the great day, the 17th of August,
Nicholas, and Robert Munro of Foulis, representative of
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the barons of Ross, voted with the overwhelnnng majority
for the abolition of the Mass and the Pope’s supremacy and
the adoption of the Protestant Confession. Xnox says,
“ The papistical bishops spake nothing.”” The next paper
as to Ross-shire concerns Fearn, and may be preceded for
illustration by a later one.

B. No. 11, 1529, &c.—] Inventar of the Laird of B. his
wreattes [wrlts] of the Abbacie and lands of fferne: —
Imprimis ane confirmatione by . . Pope Clemens confirming

the haill . . . to the Abbot and convent Rome 23d Junii
1629. 2nd: Chartor . . be James Cornecors Commendator
of fferne . . to Alexr. Ross . . dispone . . wester fferne,
Dounie . . Allane in Assent . . fishing at Bonach . . . Tth
May 1550 . . . . 4th, Charter [same to same] . . Balleblair
. Mulderg . . . Brighouse or Brigend . . Knockandow

. Miltoun, Ballamuckie . . . Gainie . . Pitcarie 7th May

1550. 5th, Saising . . to Alexr. Ross . . of Invercharron . .
upon chartor be Nicholas, abbot . . 15th Feb. 1557 .

6th, Chartor [same to same] Easter and Wester Geanies .
Bellablair . . Dowcotcroft . . Brighouse . . Ferne and Weit-
land 6th May 1559 . Sth, Charter [same to same] . .
part of ye manor place of Ferne 8h May 1559 . . 10th [15
the Charter given as B. No. 5.] 12th, Charter [same to
same] Kirklands of Little Rainnie . . Easter Ferne . . qlks
Jaspert Vaus of Lochslyne resignit 20 Junii 1568. [Above
let us see what Nicholas was giving for the Laird’s alliance.
But in spite of all, and apparently in his absence, mischief
was brewing, as we see in the next, when the Laird may
have grounded his action on writs 2nd and 4th given above.

B. No. 12, 1562.—Paper (Latin), well preserved, with Scots
docket] The Instrument qr. ye Channons revokit yr.
subscriptiones qch. the laird compellet thame to subscryve.
In the name of God Amen Be it known to all by this
present public instrument that in the year 1562 15th of
February . . in the 4th year of the pontificate of the most
holy father in Christ Pope Pius by divine providence the
4th, in presence personally of me notary public and under-
written witnesses the underwritten religious men viz David
Reid, Donald Bayne, and Andrew Dawson canons of the
Monastery of Fearn appeared in presence of the eom-
mendator Nicolas Ross abbot of Ferne and lamentably
complained and set forth that Alexr. Ross of Balnagown
on the day of the Lord’s circumecision [lst of January] in
above year, by threats and force compelled the same men
against their will to subscribe a certain pretend:d charter
made and subscribed as he asserted by James Carencorse
once commendator or abbot of the same concerning lands of
the said Abbacy set in feufirme to the said Alexander.
Because of that the said David &e. have revoked their
foresaid subscriptions made of no effect and have protested
that the said subscriptions be holden of no effect and void
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for the future, inasmuch as they signed the said pretended
charter on account of fear in terror and against their will
and their commendator Nicolas has protested for remedy of
law at suitable time and place and that the said subscrip-
tions should not fall to his or his monastery’s prejudice.
On all and each of these the said Nicholas commedator
asked to be made by me Notary Public one or more instru-
ments. These things were done in the monastery of Ferne
about the 11th hour a.m. present John Nicolson vicar of
Lagan and Sir Jeronimus Pape. [We may note that here,
two years after the Reformation Act, the date of the Pope’s
reign is still officially used by the notary, and there are
still monks and abbot at Ferne as before.  The logical
consequences of the Reformation came only by degrees.
The next glimpse of the Abbot and the Laird is in a paper
of 1564, when they are conjoined in an appeal to the Court
of Session against the Commissioner of the Cathedral
Kirk of Ross, who had demanded a payment of £403 out
of their lands. While Nicholas the Abbot was thus fight-
ing against Laird or Commissioner, Nicholas the Provost
had to fight the Town of Tain, as we see in

[No. 13, N.D.—Paper (in Scots), very dingy and somewhat
abraded, but complete; docketed] The copie of ye ansrs.
giffin in for ye pairt of ye lord of Ferne, contrar ye sumons
of ye pretendit bailzeis of Tayne. [Begins] I Nicolas
Ross provest of Tayne answeris peremptorlie to ye pretendit
summones and charge persewit agains me be [by] ye allegit
bailzeis and communitie of ye toune of Tayne . for ye
delivering of ye sele firloit and evidents producit and
libellit yt. I aucht to be assolzeit [acquitted] therefrae
simpliciter Because I ame as I haif bein ye divers zeiris
[years] last bypast ondouttit provest of ye College Kyrk of
tayne and I and my predecessors provests yrof [thereof] be
ressone of ye said provestery war alswey [also] provests of
ye said toune swey [so] reput and haldin past memories of
man and ye haill coirts of ye samyn [same] induring ye
space foresaid fensit in my predecessores names as provests
yrof and ye bailzeis of ye said toun zeirly induring ye
samyn space chosin and elect be me and my predecessores
provests foresaids and ye haill eschets [forfeitures] of ye
curt of ye said toune be erection and fondation appertaining
to ye said provest and seing I and my predecessores not
only ar provests of ye said Kyrk bot alswey provest of ye
said towne and principell persones tharof and ye haill towne
and halding of ye said Kyrk of tayne lyk alswey as ye crofts
and feild lands yrof ar haldin of ye samyn and ye haill
inhabitans of ye said toune and occuparis of ye crofts and
feild lands, and pais yis yar [their] dewets [duties] to ye
Kyrk and clerks of ye college Kyrk forsaid as superiore of
ve samyn and ye heretabill possessrs yrof astrict [bound]
yrto as ye charters and instrumenttis yrof being in yar



CHURCH AFIFAIRS. 13

hands maist fullely proports and not haldin in fre burgage
nor zeit [yet] pais no dewets of burgage to queins grace nor
answer yrfor to ye checker [exchequer] as all fre burghs
wtin this realme dois nor callit in parliament as buros and
ye wrytings quhilk ar in my hands producit beffore yor
lordshyp [in MS. ‘lordshypps’ is written on the line, but
crossed out and ‘lordshyp’ put above. The former would
have meant the Lords of Session, the latter may mean the
Sheriff of Inverness] is only ane confirmation granttit to ye
college Kyrk of sanct Duthaco cheiplanes [chaplains] and
clerks yrof and Inhabitants of ye toune of tayne gyfiin be
King James ye thrid of gud memor ratifiand and apruvand
[approving] ye gifts and infeodationes gyfin to ye said Kyrk
cheplanes clerks ther, and ane inquest fyndand yt ye
inhabitantes of ye imunitic of tayne war onder ye special
protection of ye seid apostolique [apostolic see] as ye samyn
at mayr lencht [greater length] proports ye quhilk con-
firmatione is principally to ye Kyrk of tayne and cheplanes
and clerks yrof and ye said retoure in favor of ye imunitic
yrof of ye qlk Kyrk and immunitie I ame ye principell hede
and I and my predecessors provests forsaid past memor of
man hes hed ye keping and using of ye said confirmatione
and retoure as provest and heid above mentionat bait [both]
of Kyrk and imunitie and yrfor in respect yat ye samyn ar
giff and granttit in maner forsaid and yat ye persewars
never libellis yame [them] to haif had possessione of ye
samyn of naywais [in no wise] aucht to be deliverit again
to yame bot keipit be me and my successors in respect yat
yai ar vassalls on to me and my predecessors provests for-
saids and kyrk of tayne. As to ye seill acclemyt ye samyn
is ye proper common seill of ye Kyrk of tayne and I and
my predecessors provests forsaid cheplanes and Kyrk of
tayne hes bein, lyk as I ame, zeit in qtinewell [continual]
use and possessione of ye samyn ‘be seling of ye haill infeft-
ments of ye lands haldin of ye provest and Kyrk of tayne
lyk as ye auld infeftments of ye toune of tain [so spelt here]
infeftments of ye crofts yrof feild land biggings and tene-
ments of tayne, lands of Cambuscurry, Terlogi, Morange,
Newmore, Dunsket and oders ar selit wt. ye samyn and
, be using of ye samyn at or. pleasure ye inhabitants and
heredebell possessors of tayne haiffin [having] yar auld
infeftments seilit yrwt [therewith] and swey ar acknoleging
ye samyn to be ye superior sele and swey in respect yrof
and yat yar is ney [no] possessors qualifeit be ye saids
inhabitants ye samyn on ney wais shuld be deliuerit on to
yeme ne in respect alswey yat ye said inhabitants libellit
not quhat use yai wald haif ye samyn gsidering yai wer
never callit to in parlement nor chiker compt [exchequer
account] bot alanerlie [only] to ye provest and college Kyrk
of tayne to pay ye dewets as said is, as indeed yai cannot
apply ye said seill to ony use in saser as yai noder [neither]
haif lands nor tenementes properte nor commonte ta set
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yrwt., bot ye haill lands and biggins of tayne ar haldin of
ye said Kyrk of taynes provest and his predecessors and in
yis case it is lyk yat ye vassell will seik ye superior sele
and als I and my predecessors provests as heds of ye Kyrk
and imunitie abuif wrytin hes peacably bruikit josit
[enjoyed] and bein in possessioun of ye sele and fyrlot be
setting yrof and uptakin of ye profitt yrof zeirlie to our
awin utilite and proffit in all tyme bygane past memor of
man wtout impediment as properte and pairt of ye patri-
mony of ye said provestery ye saids inhabitans of ye said
toune and yair predecessors being pnt knew ye samyn and
not opponand [opposing] And yrfor I aucht and shuld be
assolzeit frey ye persewers sumones forsaid in respect alswey
yat ye saids persewers in nay wais hes ony man of posses-
sions eder of wrytis [title deeds] sele or fyrlot nor zeit
schawis titill quhairby yai may preif [prove] any erectioun
of ye said toune burgh and yat ye titilles producit maks
mayr for ye defenter nor ye persewer and in respect yat yai
libell ney rycht nor titill yrto nor possessioun of ye samyn.
And yrfor in respect of ye premyss and yat I qualife sic
possessioun as I may induce prescriptioun of ye kyrk e
contrar laicos and yt. ane pairt of my exceptiouns is to be
previn be wryte as I offere be thir pntes [these presents] to
preif ye samyn I aucht and shuld be assolzeit frey ye said
sumones. [On the face of this document—hitherto un-
known—we have bailies, on behalf of the community,
demanding from the Church delivery of the seal and firlot
and evidents, or charters, all which the paper itself shows
to mean the superiority or power of “setting’’ the lands
and heritages and of upifting the feudal dues. We see
Nicolas as a haughty ecclesiastic—he is in the title “ lord of
ferne,”’ he scorns the bailies and their summons as  pre-
tendit *’ and “ alleged,”’ and reiterates “I am the provost,
head of both Church and town.”” There is no date in any
part of the paper, but the question would arise after the
Reform Acts of 1560—likely 2 or 3 years after—and must
have been before 1567, when Nicholas resigned the provost-
ship. But Nicholas had a third dispute in hand, going on
since 1556, of which the settlement occurs. We may
suppose the emergence of the dispute with the town to
have made him anxious to settle the other, and we put the
undated paper first. That older dispute was with Alex-
ander Innes of Plaids—now only a portion of a farm, just
across the river from Tain, and in recent years a favourite
site for Volunteer camps. Then it was an estate of much
more importance, for Innes was the hereditary bailie. The
Sheriff Court records of Inverness show a decree he obtained
there in 1556 against Nicholas and the bailies of Tain,
finding him entitled to the unlaws, or fines, and escheats,
or forfeits of the courts of Tain, and to the following
curious list of “ casualties’’ : — tollpenny and seisin silver
40 pennies ilk seisin in the towne and lands of Tayne with
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the spice ale and salt, viz a boll of every unfree trafficker or
crew or ship that trafficks to the said town; a plack or
a pint of ale of ilk brewst brewed and sold within said
town ; a day’s shearing of a hook in harvest out of every
reek [house with chimney], a day’s leading of peats with a
horse a man and a slade [sled] of every inhabitant that has
them for the bailie darick [darg, day’s labour] of stacking
and loading of peats—a tailzie [cut]| of beef out of every
nolt [ox, etc.] slain or sold—a pennyworth of fish of every
fish boat thereof viz 12 small fish for a penny or scate for
a plack, ilk codling or ling 2 pennies, with the service of
the said inhabitants at their own expence in hunting and
oisting [hosting, i.e., mustering for war] or other casualties
all except the toll-penny of the lammas market called
Brachmas and the unlaws of the law thereof reserved to
the provost and bailies of the said town who are moreover
condemned to a fine of 40£ Scots costs and damage.”
These ordinary bailies were two in number, for we have, in
No. 1, a “co-bailie,” and in charters of 1536 and 1537,
“ Alexander Spyne ballivus inferior.”” Nicholas asserts, in
No. 13, that they were chosen by the provost.

No. 14, 1566.—Paper, well written and preserved.] At the
chanonrie of Ross ye twenty day of Junii ye zeir of God
Tai Ve sextie sex It is apoyntit agreit compromittit and
finalie endit betwix ane venerable Nicholas provest of tayne
and commendator of ferne on yat uther part in maner forme
and effect as efter followis That is to say forsamekle
[forasmuch] as ye said venerable hes obstenit our soverane
Lord and Ladies lres [letters] chargeing ye said Alexander
Innes as heretable baylze of ye toun and immunitie of
tayne to hauld court and courts als oft as neid beis and salbe
requirit yrto be ye said provest wtin ye bounds of ye said
toun and immunitie of tayne as alreddie ye said Alexander
hes () charg( ) yrto wtin iv. dayis under ye pane of
horning and yat for justice to be ministrat in ye said
[forasmuch] as ye said venerable hes obtenit our soverane
Lord and ladies Ilrs. and executioun yrof. Alsoe ye for-
namit parteis for eschewing of cummers [avoiding of
troubles] extinctioun of pley [lawsuit] amitie and concord
to be had betwix yame in tyme cuming hes compromittit
yame in venerable men yat is to say Maisteris Duncan
Chalmer chancellor of Ross Andro Leslie persoun [parson]
of Snaw and George Dunbar persoun of Kilmuir juges
arbitrators and amicable compositors, givand, grantand,
and admittand to yame yair full plaine power to cognosce
and decern upon ye haulding and fensing of courts wtin
ye said Immunitie and sikk li'so] anent ye eschats and
quhyt unlawis [fines] yrof quhilks [which] parteis forsaids
being first sworn to abide at ye decrete and deliverance
of ye fornamit juges arbitrators and amicable compositors
accepta,nd ye burden of ye said debatable actionis upon
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allegationis be ye forsaid juges haid considerit and yrwt.
[therewith] replic advisit in pns. of baith ye saidis parties
and of yair consent, Be yis yair . . . final sentence
ordanis . . . That ye said Alexander . . sall hauld courts
and fenss ye samyn in oure soverane Lord and Ladies and
in ye said provests name as use hes bene in tymes bigane
als oft as neid beis and sall happin him to be requirit be
ye said provest and foryr [further] ordains . . yat ye said
Alexr . . sall . . creat . . and ordinat his deputs and
membris of cowrt be ye advise and counsell of ye said
provest as . . in tymes bipast and quhen ony eschats of
courts happins to fall wtin ye said toune . . . ye said bailzeis
officar sall coneur and assist wt. ye said provests officar and
inbring ye twa pairt [two-thirds] yrof to ye utilite and
profeit of ye said provest and ye thrie pairt to the said
bailze for his suite and executioun of his office of bailzery
. . . provideing alwayis yat all quhyt unlawis yat sall
happin to occur wtin ye said Immunitie be reservit to ye
said provest in tymes cuming—Quhilks ye saids juges
Reservis be yir pnts. And ordanis yis pnt decrete to be
observit and kepit be ye saids parteis . . for all ye dayis of
yair lyfetymes and . . yis pnt. decrete to be registrat in ye
Commissar buiks of Ross and have ye strenth of ane act

. qubairthrow [through which] process may be had
yrupon contrar ye brekars yrof under ye panis of horning
In witness of ye quhilks ye fornamit juges and parteis . .
hes sub’vit [subseribed] . . . wt. yair hands . . . before yir
witness Donald Ross in Sandwick, Alexr. Ferne portionar
of Petcalzean Sir Johne Greveson servitor to ye said eom-
missar of Ross Sir John Nicholson vicar of Lagane Sir
James Buchart and Sir Alexr. Puller notar public

Maist. Duncane Chalmr. wytht my hand
Nicolas p’vest of tayne and com’endator of ferne

[This paper has the signature of one who may be called
Tain’s Historic Old Man, and he spells himself Nicolas.
The handwriting differs entirely from that of Chalmers
above it, and both from the body of the paper. The hand-
writing of No. 13 is very like Chalmers’s. The paper is
torn off close under Nicholas’s signature, and has not those
of Innes and the arbiters. For a previous attempt at
settlement, see No. 902.  This paper comes in just when
Mary seemed about to succeed in restoring Popery.
Nicholas’s strong lever was the royal letters, and it is easy
to see how he could get them. His bishop was John Leslie,
Queen Mary’s staunchest friend and most trusted adviser,
who for that very reason was obliged afterwards to leave
the country, but he was still in Ross, as appears in

No. 15, 1568.—Receipt, holograph, and handwriting very
neat.] We, John be the mercie of God Bishop of Ross . .
resavit fra . . oure gude freynd Alexr, Ross of B. . . twenty
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punds . . compleit payment of ye salmon fischings of ye
yair of Kincardin of yis yeir. . . . At ye Chantrie of Ross
ye xxiij day of Junii . . ane thousand fyve hundreth and
saxtie aucht . . Witnesses Mr Thomas Ross persoun of
Alness Archibald Broun of Inverkessie . . Joannes Eps.
Rossen. ssr. [Nicholas craftily uses the letters to force
Innes into an arbitration in which all the judges are priests,
and give a decision very largely in his favour, which Innes
has bound himself to obey. Surrounded on three sides by
laird, hereditary bailie, and town, Nicholas was fighting
sturdily for the old privileges of the old order. But the
times were against him. Next year saw the murder of
Darnley, the abdication of Mary, a Protestant Regent in
power, and Catholic lords routed. In that year we have
the last notice of Nicholas in these documents—an item in
a list of charters: — Ane process of Clare Constat grantit
be Nicholas Ross Abbot of Ferne to Thomas Ross brother
and air of umquhile Wm. Ross of Easter Ganies ffor
infefting him October 1567.” It must have been among
his latest deeds as Abbot, for before the year was out he
gave in, and resigned both abbacy and provestry. He
lived on for two years, and died 17th September, 1569.
He has been written of as a Reformer, on the sole evidence
of his vote in Parliament, but that does not carry us far,
for in a fierce assembly, where even the Archbishop was
threatened with death by his own brother if he withstood,
it was not likely Nicholas would withstand. The additional
evidence now presented is quite against crediting him with
any Reforming faith or zeal. It is another curious coinci-
dence that in the same year when these documents bid
good-bye to Nicholas they first introduce the Reformed
Teachers, thus—

B. No. 16, 1567-9.—Receipt, holograph.] I Farchar Reid
exhortar at Kincardin grants me weill qtent and payit of
xl merks monye in compleit pament of my stipent for ane
yeiris service maid and usit at ye Kirk of Kincardin and
Eddertane and yat fray hallowmess in anno lx sevin to
hallowmess in Ixviij zeiris and yis of ye fructs of lxvii zeiris
Be ye hands of ane honorabill man Alexr. Ross of B. and
discharges . . . subscryvit . . at Balnegowin ye xviij day of
Marche . . Im Vet 1x aucht yeirs and yis said
mony beand of ye fructis of Kincardin . . Als I . . oblisis
me my airs . . to refund and pay ye said Alexr, xl merks . .
gyf so beis yat ye samin will not be allowit to ye laird
be thame yat haif ryt to ye third off ye benefice of
Kincardin. I Farquhar Red &c. [The exhorter was an
evangelist, more advanced than a reader—No. 20—but less
g0 than a minister. All were needed to cope with the
ignorance and superstition of the people. The postscript
which the Laird made Reid add shows that the arrangement
for their support was so recent that there were doubts as

2
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to its continuing. From 1561 to 1567 the Reformed
preachers were very ill and irregularly paid; not half of
the third part of the benefices reached them, and the
Comptroller, Wishart, was made the butt of a proverb—
“The gude laird of Pitarrow was an earnest professor of
Christ, but the meikle devill tak the comptroller.”  After
1567 the stipends were secured and “ allowit,”’ as we see in

No. 17, 1671.—Receipt.] I Farquhar Reid &c . . grantis
me part of ye soume of viiixx xiij lib sex s. viijd [i.e.,
eight score and thirteen or £173 6s 8d] . . compleit paiment
of my stipent and yat for lxviii, Ixix, 1xx, and Ixxi yeiris
conforme to ye allowance gevin be Patrik Davidsone col-
lector to ye Kirkis in Ross and yat be ye hands of . .

Allexr. Ross of B. . . .. Subseryvit at Kincardin ye x of
Februar . . . Ixxi yeirs. Farqr. Rede Exhortar at Kin-
cardin and Ethertane. [Ten years after we have a

minister, in

No. 18, 1581.—Receipt.] I Hucheon Ross minister at the
Kirk of Kincardin . . resavit fra . . George Ross of B.
fourtein bollis beir in full and compleit paiment of my
stipend . . . of the croppis . . fourscore ane . . twa . . and
thrie all yeiris sen my entres to service . . . subscryvit . .
fourscore four . . Witnesses Lachlan Ross, Alexr. Suther-
land and Jas. Sutherland. [At the price of that period
-—see No. 429—the above came to less than £19 Scots a
year. For the other parish we have both the old priest
and the new teacher.

B. No. 19, 1568.—Receipt.] I Maister Mungo Monypennie

Dene of Ross and factor to Maister Wilyame Strachin
perpetual viccar of Ethertene . . resavit fra . . Alexr. Ross
of B. tacksman of ye fruitis and emolumentis of . . vicarage
twelff merkis compleit paiment . . yeir 1568. Witness
Gavin Dunbar persoun of Roskene.

[B. No. 20, 1579.—] I Donald Symsone Reidare [i.e., reader

of the Scriptures for those who could not read—the great
majority in those days—inferior to an exhorter or a
minister, but still an instructor] at Ethertane . . resavit
fra . . George Ross of B. . . saxtein pundis in compleit
paiment of my stipend . . . assignit to me be ye lordis of
ye counsell and letters yrupon . . . of ye teind mailis . .
crope Iai Vet Ixxix. [In another parish we have

B. No. 21, 1577.—Receipt.] I Donald Reid reidare at Logy

Ester grantis me weill payit of the handis of Katrene Mac-
kenzie lady of B. . . nyne punds vi sh viij d for my
stipend of Iai Vet thre score sevintein and siclyke [likewise]
payit for my stepend of ye Kirk of Logy of all yeirs pre-
ceding . . . [implying at least three years, so that by 1574
cr earlier there was was an instructor there. A reader in
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Tain also occurs, but the first minister mentioned in these
papers is—

B. No. 22, 1580.—[ I Mr Johne Ross minister at Tayne . .
ressavit fra . . George Ross apeirand [heir apparent] of B.
. auchteine merks . . compleit paiment of the soume of
threttye merks . . for ye teynds mailis of ye subdenrye of
Ross . . of ye crop and yeir . . Iai Vct four score . . my
stipend according to the assignation maid to me and con-
forme to the Kings letters purchessit thairon . . . . sub-
scryvit . . at Newnakle [Nonikiln] the sixt day of Maii Tai
Vet four scor tway . . Witness Finlay Manson minister off
God’s wourd Walter Ross Donaldson of Ballemuchie Jasper
Moresone and Androw Monro Umquhyle [late] in Nig.
[He had had to go to law for the payment, and must have
been appointed in or before 1579. See No. 50.

B. No. 23, 1582.—Receipt.] I Walter Ross minister at
Tayne . . resavit frae . .. Alexr. Ross of B. . . twenty ane
merkis and yt. in compleit payment for the teindis of
Kammiscuirie of ye paische and lammes termes of ye
crope four score ane and ye yeir four score twa for ye qlk
ye said Alexr. Ross wes chergit be George Muirsone mes-
senger be our soverane lordis letters at ye instance of . .
Walter Ross . . . At Tain [so spelt] ye xxv December 1582.
[The revenues of Cambuscurrie, as we have seen, were held
before 1487 by a chaplain; after that by one of the canons
of the Collegiate Church. Now they have fallen vacant,
and are assigned, or at least partly, to the Reformed
minister, but he has to go to law to secure them. So had
Mr Robert Williamson, minister of Cromarty, for of date
1583 there is the Council’s charge to the whole heritors to
pay to him the teinds, etc., of the vicarage, under pain of
“ warding in the Castle of Blackness.”” A successor to
Nicholas in both his offices first appears in

E. No. 24, 1569.—Reccipt, holograph.] I Thomas com-
mendator of ferne and factor to ye suddanrie [subdeanery]
of Ross . . resavit fra . . Alexr. Ross of B. . . xx lib . .
in pairt payment of iiixx iiij lib xiij s iiij d [£64 13s 4d]
restand ffor ye teinds of . . suddeanrie precedand ye crope
of thre score sax [1566] and als I . . resavit . . . for ye
rests [arrears] of meikell Daan of 1566 and 7 yeirs crope
sevin marks . . . subscryvit . . at ferne twelt Februar 1569.
Witnesses Dond. Ross of Sandwick, Alexr. Ferne portioner
of Nig . . Thomas Commedator of Ferne. [His writing is
remarkably neat. He lost no time in calling up arrears.
His full name and both titles are in

No. 25, 1570.—Sasine (Latin), on parchment, rotted on
middle line.] . . . . in the year 1570, 23rd of March . . .
Wm. Munro Hucheson procurator of . . Andrew Munro of



20 OLD ROSS-SHIRE AND SCOTLAND.

Newmore . . having . . charter . . . . in favour of said
Andrew . . seal of Master George Munro and . . privy seal
. signatures of Matthew Earl of Lennox Regent of Scot-
land of Quintigern Monypennie Dean and Vicar General
of Ross and of Thomas Abbot of Ferne and provost of the
Collegiate Church of Tane . . . . of the lands of Newmore
. . Mill of Inchedowne . . . . Roycorath of Newmore
Strath of Aldnafrankyth and Royclasnava, Ballichur-
Resaurie and Killimore . . . . Seals and subscriptions of
[etc. . . .] affixed at Striveling on the 10th and 28th of
February respectively . . . Witnesses John Cunninghame of
Tomiquhat and Finlay Manson . . . possession . . by
delivery of stone and earth . . and hopper and clap of said
mill . . in presence of Wm. Mc Ormc., Finlay More, . .
Donald Paterson in Chanonry . . . [Signed at Stirling
because Edinburgh Castle was held by Kirkcaldy of Grange
for Queen Mary; and by the Dean because the Bishop,
Leslie, was banished for his adherence to Mary, and was in
England acting as her “ambassador.””  Master George
Munro was eldest son of Andrew Munro, V. of Milntown,
and held the prebend or chaplainry of Newmore. In
another parchment a confirmed charter, unfortunately in
mere fragments, relating to the same subject, and similarly
mentioning Thomas Ross, he makes a curious statement.

No. 26, N.D., but near above.] ( ) Altnafrankyth Aldna-
quhoraloch and Rewclasnava ( ) resigning for the follow-
ing cause and reason ( ) the dearness of the same (lands)
he has suffered manifold loss and damage in his estate ( )
below the just value of the same. And in this respect that
the total yearly revenue of the said prebend or chaplainry
is only £30 Scots ( ). [In the scraps of the description
and boundaries the following additional place-names occur]
Buddichonchar, Ardrathie [arable lands], Glascarne [a
cairn], Knockvasterine [a hill], Aldnachron [a burn},
Correy Ewen, lands of Auchnacleyth and Badcalles, ford of
Ahanenalang, and a spring called Narbuitbaithst (

[Then in last part] . . . Privy seal ( ) seal of (Tho)mas,
Abbot of ferne and provost of the Collegiate Church of the
blessed Duthac ( ). Our cousin and councillor James

Earl of Arran Lord Avon and Hammylton and John Mait-
land of Thirlstane ( ) at St Andrews 8th August ( ).

B. No. 27, 1573.—Receipt.] I George Dunbar of Avoch . .
resavit . . fra Alexr. Ross of B. fiftie punds . . in behalf of
ane venerabyl Maister Alexr. Leslie persoun of Kyncardin
for the Pasche terme . . 1573 . . Witness Maister Thomas
Ross commendator of Ferne, Jhone Ross his brother. [Note
his brother John; also, by comparing with B. No. 18, that
the old priest was drawing £100 a year, but the new
presbyter only £19. There is a like receipt of 1579 for
100 merks teind silver. 'We seem to have both Thomas
and his brother at an earlier stage in

e R T A T
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B. No. 28, 1568.—Receipt.] I Maister Thomas Ross . .
resavit fra . . Alexr. Ross of B. . . tene pundis monye . .
in behalf of Jhone Ross my brodyr in compleit payment of
. . feo of ye Stall of Logy . . year 1568 . . . Witness George
Ross . . air to . . Alexr.; Dod. Ross of preistishill . . at
Ferne . . Mr Thomas Ros persoun of Alness.

[B. No. 29, 1566.—Receipt.] I Maist. Thomas Ross persoun
of Alnes . . resavit . . fra Alexr. Mc Cowane in Badefarne
at ye command of . . Alexr. Ross of B. in borroit monye . .
twenty twa pundis . . qlk . . I . . obleist me faytfully to . .
pay . . apon four dais warneyng . . at Nig . . Feb. 1566.
Witness Alexr. Ross Hutchesone in Pytcalline Sir Androw
Davidson and Fynlay Manson. [Thus in 1568 he was at
Fearn as “parson,” but that might be because, like
Sinclair, he awaited confirmation of title, and there is no
iater writ as “ parson.”” The handwriting of parson and
commendator ought to be conclusive, but neither is quite
uniform, though on the whole they all look the same. The
phrase, “after his father’s death,”” in the “ Statistical
Account,”’ implies that he was Nicholas’s son, but against
that he had, as above, a brother John, and there is no
notice of any John, son of Abbot Nicholas; also there is
in Reg. Sec. Sig. xxxviii., fol. 101, “Gift to Isobel, relict
of Thomas Ross, of the escheat of the late Thomas Ross son
to —— Ross Abbot of Ferne . . 10th July 1571,”’ and this
was apparently the Thomas of paper No. 5. The Com-
mendator is next found in

No. 30, 1575.—Paper, well written and preserved, copy of
tack.] Be it kend till all men Me James Thorntoune sub-
dene of Ros for divers causes and considerationes moving
me towards ane venerable man and my loved freind Mr
Thomas Ros Abbot off Ferne, and for guid deeds and
soumes of money . . . . with consent of . . . . Alexander
bishope off Ross and Channones of his Cathedrall Kirk off
Ros . . to have set and in assedatione for teind silver
latten [let,] to ye said Mr Thomas Ros Commendator off
Ferne . . . . my teind schaeffes [sheaves] off ane quarter and
ane oxgang [somewhere about 150 acres] . . . off ye towne
and lands off Tayne pertaining sumtyme in tak to Michael
Furd and siklyke my teind schaeffes of ane uther quarter
off ye twa Morinsches perteining to me as off my sub-
denrie . . . for . . nyntein zeires . . . payand thairfor zeirlie

ye sowme of fourtie thrie pounds six shillingis aucht
pennies and for ye teind schaeffes of Morinsches aucht
poundes . . . witness George Dunbar of Awoch Mr Archi-
bald Lyndsay persone of Kingussie Mr Hendrie Thorntowne
Michel Fuird . . Sic subscribitur Alexander Eps. Ross.
Mr Mungo Monypenie den of Ros Mr georg Munro Chan-
cellar Dod. Adamsone persone of Urray, Mr Thomas
Mairioribanks persone of Kirkmichael James Thornetowne
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subden of Ros, Mr Johne Robertsone thesaurar of Ros
Robt. Grahame archidene of Ros David Dunbar persone of
Culicudin William Ros persone of Rosskein George Dunbar
persone of Kilmuir. [Later we shall see that Reformed
ministers received some of these Cathedral titles in order
to draw the revenues attached. Next are

B. No. 31, 1577.—Receipt.] I Maister Thomas Ross Com-

mendator . . fra George Suyrland of Ruiffs [Rhives] servant
of Katrein Mackenzie lady of B. . . £12 . . suddeanrie . . .
at Tayne . . witnesses George Manson and Alexr. Clunes.

B. No. 32, 15679.—] I Thomas &c . . fra Walter McCulloch

on behalf of . . Alexr. Ross of B. . . £8 . . to guid compt
and reckoning . . . at Ferne . . [That Thomas clung tena-
ciously to his powers as Abbot and as Provost over the
temporalities appears in

B. No. 33, 1582.—Paper, docketed] Lres againes the Abbot of

Ferne for reffusing. [Begins] James &c . . . showin to us
be George Ross of B. that quhair James Serymgeour of
Dudhope, Constable of Dundie . . . apprysit . . Inver-
quharron and fishing of Bonach, Douny, Mains of Ferne,
Middilgeny, Mulderg, Pitcary, Knockandow . . . haldin
immediately of the Abbot of Ferne in feu ferme and keri-
tage fra Alexr. Ross his fader . . . and . . George . .
obtenit infeftment and for gret soumes . . for redemptioun
. Thomas Commendator immediat superior . .
wrangouslie reffusis . . . to ressave said complener as . .
tennent . . and to infeft . . . . Our will is . . command the
. . Abbot . . to ressave the said George . . infeft him be
charter and seasing . . . 21st Jany. [Then on same day
and in like terms comes another decree of the Council: —

B. No. 34, 1582.—] James &c . . . . showin to us be . . €rorge

Ross . . that quhair James Scrymgeour of Dudhope Ton-
stable of Dundie . . . apprysit . . myln of Morenchie and
the lands of Cambuscurry . . . haldin immediatlie of the
Sacristane of Tayn in few ferme . . fra Alexr. Ross . . his
fader and . . complenar as air . . . [Serymgeor] for . .
money . . pait be . . complenar . . in vertue of ane decreet
arbitrall of redemption . . hes grantit the saids lands . . . .
Nevertheless . . sacristane . . . wrangouslie refussis . . .
and differris to resave . . complenar as immediat tennent
. and to infeft .. be charter . ... Our will is . . ye .
command . . sacristane . . as superior . . to resave &c .. ..
or ellis compear before us and our counsale . . . schaw caus
quhy the same suld not be done . . . . [Thus, by 1582,
though Thomas still had the temporalities, the title of
Provost of the Kirk had been abolished, and he was simply
Sacristan. The further results of this defeat of the Abbot
by the Laird are seen in
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B. No. 35, 1682.—Band.] . . me George Ross of Balnagown
. . . bindis and obleiss me my airs &c . . be the fayth and
trewth in my bodie leallie and trewlie to ane venerabill
fader in God Thomas &c . . that forsameikle as . . Thomas
hes maid to me &c . . ane heretabill letter of bailyarie of
all . . ye landes . . of his lordschipe and abbacie of fferne
for ye qlk I . . suld have yeirly . . fourtie pundis . . bailye
fie . . to be taken . . of ye . . rediest . . maillis .... I
faytfullie bindis . . . that not I nor my airis sall not molest
trubill nor inquiet said venerabill nor chamberlains . . . .

during his lyfetyme . . use . . hailyarie conforme to his
Ires . . .. gyf . . ony impediment to him . . . said lres sall
be null . . . Subscryvit at Elgin . . October Iai Vet Ixxxii

yeirs . . Witness Donald Ross in Ballemuckie Jon Ross in
Litill Allane Huchone Ross of Aldie Anthone Stronoch in
Elgin . . George Ross of B. [Thomas has had to retire to
Moray and leave his courts to the Laird, but has the life-
rent of his abbacy and provostry. In 1587 his factor grants
receipt for “feu maills’’ of Dounie. In 1591 he sues
Balnagown for 9 years’ arrears of dues for Easter Geanies,
and next is

B. No. 36, 1594.—Receipt.] I, Maister Thomas &c . . . fra
. . George Ross of B. . . twentie tua lib . . . . compleit
payment of his pairt of ye taxatioun of Douny and Wester
Ferne of ye taxation of ane hundreth thousand taxt for . .
ane thousand fyve hundreth fourscor fortene yeirs . . . .
subsc. at Taine . . . Tho. Commendator . . [Here he is
back in Tain, and the handwriting shows decided signs of
old age. In the same year, in a list of deeds is a ““ Charter
by Thomas Ross Abbot of Ferne, superior, to Alexr. Clunes
in Culbuie—of Easter Geanies.””  His next and last
appearance in these papers is at ouce peculiar and pathetic.

B. No. 37, 1595.—Receipt.] I Maister &c . . . weill content
payit be . . Geo. Ross of B. of ye feu custumes and dewties
of Wester Ferne, Douny, Easter Drum of Ferne and
salmond fisching of Bonach . . Witsunday and Mertimes . .
1595 . . and all maills &c . . preceding yis dait . . . . In
witnes qrof seing my greite infirmite will not permit me to
writ I haif causit Robt. Innes N.P. to subscryve . . pro-
mitting faytfullie in pns. of God never to contravene ye
samin nor resill therfra At Tane ye last day of Januar
1595 Witness Wm. Ros burgess of Forres Walter Ross of
Morynche Huchone Ross apeirand portioner of litill
Kinteis . . . . [He signs] wt. hand led . . being impotent . .
[and exactly a fortnight after he died. The second witness
was his son, and was appointed his successor, and was the
last titular abbot. The chaplainry of Morangie had hbeen
granted to Walter to sustain him while being educated for
the ministry. Another son, William, chaplain of Balna-
gown, signs a receipt in 1614. Others of the old clerics
appear in
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B. No. 38, 1580.—Receipt.] I George Dunbar persoun of
Kilmuir . . . £17 6s 8d . . . Witnesses Robt. Graham Arch-
dene of Ross Andrew Munro of Newmore and George his
son

[No. 39, 1580.—Transfer of teind sheaves from one tacksman
to another—signatures] ( ) Adamesone sub-chancellar,
Wm. Munro persoun of Culicudin, Mr George Munro Chan-
cellar, John Robertsone Thesaurar, George Dunbar persoun
of Kilmuir, Robert Graham, Archdene, ( ) Marioribanks
persoun of Kirkmichael, Wm. Makqueen subdene. [Some
of these we shall ses as active and important ministers.
Meantime the question raised between Nicholas and the
Tain bailies was not settled in 1579.

No 40, 1579.—Charter (Latin), mostly obliterated, but
beginning and reddendo legible.] Domnald Monylaw in-
dweller of the town of the Confessor the blessed Duthac
() Reddendo to the order of the Collegiate Church of
Tayne to the clerics of the blessed Duthac the usual and
wonted annual rent.

No. 41, 1596.—Charter, Latin.] ( ) Master Walter Ross of
Litill Easter Allane . . . Lands . . . within the territory of
Tain in the west part of Dyk M’William McFinlay ( )
common moor on the south . . . Reddendo to the collectors
of the common good of the burgh of Tayne the sum of 23
pennies yearly reckoning 4 pennies from each boll’s sowing
. . . . [All charters earlier than No. 40 have the payment
to the clerics, all later than No. 41 to the burgh. Thus
the change occurred between 1579 and 1596—but when?
The answer seems to be in

No. 42, 1587.—Royal Charter (Latin), on parchment, well
preserved.] James &c King of Scots . . . Know ye that
after our full and legal age and general revocation . . .
understanding that our burgh of Tain . . . was constituted
by our . . . ancestors . . with all and sundry liberties . .
markets and other immunities . . and although their old
infeftments and charters were cruelly burnt in a fire caused
by savage and certain rebellious Ersch subjects [The Latin
is “Hyberniae,”” and has been carelessly translated of
Ireland,”’ but it is merely the scribe’s Latin equivalent for
“Ersch,”” or as in later times ““ Irish,”’ the word used for
the language and race of the Highlands. The “Ersch
subjects >’ were a band led by the Laird of Freswick, who
in 1429 defeated another led by Macneil of Creich, then,
as the latter took sanctuary in the old chapel of St Duthus,
drove them out by setting fire to the thatched roof. For
nearly half a milleninm those old walls have stood grim
and gray and roofless, and are now a most picturesque
centre for the cemetery of Tain. The charter proceeds
a3 has been made clear to us and as is contained in carefu}
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evidence laid before us. Nevertheless the provost, bailies
councillors burghers and inhabitants of the said burgh in
times long past have kept . . the old freedom of our free
burghs on the rolls of our frie burghs by keeping, for their
part, the meetings of our general parliaments and conven-
tions . . . of frie burghs [All this, it will be seen, is in
direct contradiction of Nicolas’s statements] . . . . Therefore
we . . . . confirm all the old privileges infeftments and
rights granted by our predecessors . . . . and anew grant

. with all houses, buildings, churches, commons, fishings,
lands, moors, mosses, . . . . enjoyed and perambulated
yearly . . . . with privilege of the free markets following .
Mydsomer or Feast of St John, Saint Barquhan’s day
which is the third day after the feast of Peter ad vincula
called lambes [where Scotch words are inserted they are
reproduced], the feast of Saint Duthosius . . and the feast
of St. Makharboche which is before our Lord’s nativity.
And also by the tenor of the present charter we change the
warket of . . burgh which always before was held on the
Lord’s Day thenceforward . . to be held on the Lord’s Day
Lord’s Day thenceforward . . to be held on the Sabbath Day
called Setterday [Markets every Lord’s Day! while Glasgow
bailies scoured the streets to see that none were even
absent from sermon, and ““ Sabbath’’ is kept to its proper

meaning. -Charter proceeds] . . . . with power to the said
provost: bailies and councillors . . . of electing provost bailies
dean of guild treasurer councillors and officers . . . of

holding courts as often as to them shall seem good .

and with power of importing and sclling wax wine linen
and other kinds of wares . . . of collect;mg and transporting
stapill guddes pak and peill and petty customs . . . just as
if the infeftments of said burgh had not been destroyed and
burnt . . . . witnesses . . . John Lord Hamilton commen-
dator of the monastery of Aberbrothok, Earl Archibald
Angus Lord Douglas Dalkeyth and Abernethy and Lord
John Maitland of Thirlstane, our Chancellor and Secretary,
the most reverend and venerable fathers in Christ Patrick
Archbishop of St Andrews, Walter prior of Blantyre keeper
of our Privy Seal, our beloved Privy Councillors Alex. Hay
of Eister Kennat clerk of the council; Ludovic Bellenden of
Auchmoule knight—clerk of Justiciary, and Master Robt.
Scott, Director of our Chancellery . . at Holyroodhouse
10th Jany. 1587. [Here are all the points in the dispute
with Nicholas settled in favour of the burgh. In No. 34
we have seen the clerical provost become a mere sacristan ;
now we have the power of electing civil provosts—for the
first use of it, see No. 940. At the very same time we have
the first notice of the new authority in the Church.

B. No. 43, 1588.—Decree of Council.] James &c . . . showin
to us be our lovitis Mr Thomas Craig procurator for the
Kirk Mr Johne Robertsoun Commissionare of the Kirks of
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Ross and Mr Johne Ross moderator of the preshiterie of
Tayn and remanent brethrene of the same that quhair the
chaptor [chapter-house] of the colledge kirk of tayn being
a place dedicat properlie for conventioun of the commis-
sionare and brethrene of the said presbiterie . . to yr.
synodall assemblies and ordor tacking wt. disobediand
persones of the discipline of the Kirk for committing of
vice worthie of puneishment contrar to the word of God
and uyris necessar causes . . . . glk place the foresaidis
brethrene . . pntlie occupeand that roume [place] ar gratelie
frustrat and hinderit in yr. calling and libertie thay aucht
to have . . wtin the boundis of the presbiterie anent the
premises Becaus Alexander Ros of Balnagown hes with-
halden and reteinit the said Chaptor this lang tyme bygane
lykas he yit withhaldis . . the same and maks his girnell
and ladner hous yrof wt. uyr. prophain usis and keipis . .
to that effect and will nocht deliver the same to the saidis
complenaris as proper and convenient place . . . And
siclyke their being foundat besyde the said colledge Kirk
and Chaptor ane hous of auld dedicat for a scuilhous callit
the boith [with mark of abbreviation, i.e., bothan or little
cottage] is alsua occupat pntlie be Johne Ross of Littill
Allane . . . a certaine tyme bygane and albeit yt. the
same be maist necessar for upbringing of the youth in
cdificatioun of verteu and gude letteris he aluterlie refussis
to deliver . . bot . . deteines the same to his prophane usis
and sua the zouth is greitlie frustrat of learning and has
na uyr. commodious place . . to yr. grite hinder and skaith

gif sua be as is alledgit. . . . therefore . . we charge you
straitly . . . ye charge the saidis Alexr. Ross . . and Jhone
Ross . . . ceis from furder occupeing, lauboring . . . . of

the said chaptor and scuilhous and red [clear out] thame-
selfis guids and geir yrfra . . to be occupat for the use and

exercises that the same wer dedicat to of auld . . . under
pane of rebellione and putting . . to our horne. Or els . .
compeir . . before . . our counsale . . . and schaw reason-
able caus why the same should not be done . . . at Edin-

burgh fyvetene day of August 1588 . . . [Here are ministers,
presbytery, moderator, and not a bishop, but a commis-
sioner, an office necessary for the passage from the old
order to the new, but to be discontinued later on. The
old “chaptor’’ still stands a few yards apart from the old
church—roofless, but with its walls still good. The school-
house has entirely vanished. Both may have lain idle for
a time in the interval between the abolition of the priest-
hood and masses and the incoming of exhorter, reader, and
minister, and meantime been occupied by these lairds on
some pretext not stated. The case of which above is the
decision must have been pending for some time. The old
school stood till early in last century at the western wall of
the burying ground, close to the present entrance. Next
year there was a change of commissioner.
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B. No. 44, 1589.—Receipt.] I Maister George Munro Chan-
cellar of Ross and Commissioner to the Kirkis within ye
diocie yrof . . ressavit fra . . George Ross of B. twentie
pounds . . in part payment of ane hundret pounds assignit
to me outt of . . ye twa pairt of ye bishoprik of Ross for
my commissioner fie of yis crope and yeir ane thousand
fyve hundret fourscore nyne . . . . At ye Channorie of Ross
. . . Witness Androw Myll minister at Avache Maister
Androw Crambie minr. at Kylmuir Wester . . [He signs in
full as above; writing very small clear, and neat. He is
next in

B. No. 45, 1590.—Copy of decree or letter of Council.]
James &c . . . showin to us be our lovitt Maister George
Munro minister at Tarbatt and Ferne appointit . . at ye
said kirks and for service at the cuir yrof thair is assignit
to him . . dewties of ye Erle of Gowries tack . . Kirk of
Tarbatt quhalrunto he is newlie provydit . twa hundret
pounds out of ye auld assumptions of ye bishoprik of Ross

. fra ye laird of B. twal bollis beir . . Innes of Inver-
brakie sax . . . out of ye teynds of ferne in . . Tarbat twa
chalderis 14 bollis and ye third of ye cheplanrie of Rarichies

twa bollis . . out of ye personage of Kylmuir Ester xx
libs wt. ye manses and glebis of ye saids Kirkis . . .
We chairge the Erle of Gowrie and Dame Dorothy Stewart
ladie Gowrie his tutrix . . the bishope of Ros Chamberlaine

. George Ross of B. Walter Innes of Inverbreakie, Mr

Thomas Ross Commendator of Ferne . . . ye Cheplane of
Rarecheis and persoun of Kylmuir . . . that they . . . mak
thankfull payment . . to . . complener . . under ye payne
of . . . horne .. .. Merche, 1590 . . . . [Here we see one

of the most notable figures of the transition time in Ross.
He was 3rd son of George Munro, IV. of Milntown, brother
of Andrew Munro and uncle of Master George Munro,
both in No. 25. He studied for the Reformed ministry,
and was presented to the Chancellorship in 1570, but, we
see above, was a man of many offices—minister of Tarbat,
Ferne, Suddie, and Kinnettas, besides Commissioner with
a general superintendence. In 1581-2 he was employed to
organise the erection of preshyteries, Tain amongst them,
in the three counties. We see in No. 45 that he was as
determined in exacting his dues as the old Abbot; in fact,
he makes both Bishop and Abbot pay their shares. Next
we see him in

No. 46, 1597.—Letter of Collation, complete and well pre-
served.] Maister George Munro Commissioner off ye Kirkis
wtin ye dioces off Ross and Maister John Mackenzie
Moderator of the presbiterie of ye Chanonrie thairoff—
To our lovittis () or to ony minister within the said
diocie . . Grate mercie and peace from our Lord Jesus
florsameikle as the thesaurie of Ross is now vacand in
his hienes hands be deceis of umquhile [late] Mr
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Johne Robertsone last thesaurar and possessor thairoff
and now our soverine Lord hes pntit [presentit] unto us
be his hienes letters of presentatioun under the privie seill
Robert Munro minister at Urquhart and Logy to be
resavitt and admittit to the said thesaurie with all teindis
emolumentis rentis and dewties thairoff to be bruikit and
possessit be im in tyme cumming during his lyftyme and
to ye ministrie of ye Kirkis thairto apertening. According
to ye tenor of ye said presentation and of our offices in that
pairt hes takin tryell off the doctrine literature and guid
conversatioun off the said Robert Munro and finds him apt
and able to serve in ye chairge and cuire off ye ministrie
within the Kirk off Ros and indewit with sik graces and
qualities as ar meit for the said functions and willing to
travell [labour] as of befoir yrintill Thairfor be yir pntis
[by these presents] dois resave and admit him to ye said
thesaurarie and cuire off the ministerie yroff with all and
sindrie commodites and dewities apertening thairto dureing
his lyftyme. And hes resavit the professioun of his faith
his aith acknawledging and recognoscing of our soverane
lord his authoritic Quhairfor we requeist you or ony ane
off you being heirto requyrit that incontinent efter the
seicht heiroff ye () with ye said Robert Muuro or his
procurator in his name to the cathedrall Kirk off Ros or
to ony uther Kirk place or places neidfull and there enter

- him or his procurator in his name to ye reall and full

possessioun of ye said thesaurarie with all and sindrie
teinds fruittis profeitts and emolumentis deweties and
pertinentis yroff quhatsumever Be delyvering off ye buik
of God in his hands . . . . according to ye order usit and
observit. be the reformit Kirk to ye admissioun off benefices
Provyding allwayes that the said Robert Munro sall in his
awin persone visite the Kirk of the said thesaurie tak ye
oversight thairoff and teitche the word off God and sa'l be
subiett to ye generall assemblie of ye Kirk in all thingis
concerning his dewties and office in the said thesaurarie
Requyring thairfor the Lords of Counsall and Sessioun to

grant and giff letters in all the four formes . . . . In
Witness . . . to thir our lres off admissioun and collatioun
subscryvit with our handis our seill is affixt . . . the xvi

day of Junii the zeir off God Iaj Vet fourscoir seventene
zeirs befoir thir witnesses John Munro off Pithonochtie,
Nicoll Cleapane burgess of Bruntyland, Mr Walter Mowbry
burgess off Edinburgh, Farquhar Munro portioner of Litill
Kindeiss, Mr Johne McGillechallum maister off ye grammer
skuill of ye Chanonrie of Ros, and Mr James Lauder writer
heiroff. [Here is further development, we may say the
high-water mark, of the First Presbyterian Period.  The
King presents to the vacancy the Commissioner and
Moderator of Presbytery, judge of fitness—in fact, have the
old bishop’s power—and the minister becomes bound to
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be subject to the General Assembly. There is a hint as to
worship in

No. 47, 1596.—Paper, precept and inhibition.] George
Dunbar persone of Kilmuir and commissar of Ross . . . .
for sameikle as it is humelie meanit and schawin to me be
my lovit Robert Ross minister at Alness and persone and
vicar yrof yat quhair he is lauchfullie provydit to ye said
personage and vicarage with all and sindrie the rentis . . .
teindis teind-scheaves . . kaines [payment in kind] .
hes bein . . . . in peciable possession of ye samyn thir
divers yeiris bygane yet nochtyeles the fewaris . . tacksmen
. . occupiares . . . intendis at yair awin handis to intromitt
[deal] with ye teind-scheaves and teind (vicarage) . . . of ye
instant yeir and crop 1596 but [without] permlssmn o o,
I charge you [i.e., the officers] . . ye pas to ye paroche Kirk
of Alness quhair ye said . . . collectors lyes and yair upon
ane Sunday befoir nune in tyme of preitching or common
prayeris . . . . inhibit and forbid . . the fewaris fermoraris
in generall and be yr names . . . that nane of yame presume
. . . . to intromitt affixing ane attentive copie heirof upon
ye maist patent door of ye . . Kirk . . If they will not . . .
suffer . . Robt. Ross . . . to dispone at his pleasure . . thai
sall be persewit before ane juge . . . [Here are: a parson
who is also a judge and a minister, also parson and vicar;
the use of the church for legal notices on Sunday; and the
common prayer or liturgy. Robert Ross of Keandloch was
second son of D. Ross, 2nd of Shandwick; his son William
was minister at Kincardine and Fearn, and inherited
Shandwick. Another son, Thomas, was minister at Alness
and Kincardine.

B. No. 48, 1602.—Receipt.] I Hucheon Ross persoune and
minister at Kincairne . . receavit fra . . George Ross of B.
ane hundreth punds complete payment . . personage and
vicarage . . . Witness Alexr. Ross of Invercharron Robt.
Ross minister at Alness. [See No. 18. This stipend has
greatly advanced; he has got the revenues along with the
titles. Two years after comes

No. 49, 1604.—An 18th century copy of submission for an
arbitration between feuars of the Abbacie of Fearn] .
Geo. Ross of Balnagown for Easter Drum of Fearn and Mr
George Munroe Minister of Tarbat heretable proprietor and
feuar of the miln, kiln, and girnel of Fearn immediate
tenant of His Majesty and in that part successor of the
Abbots of Fearn . . . Judges . . . Honorable Geo. Sinclair
of Moy, John Monroe sub-dean of Ros and John Ross
parson of Logie. [In No. 22 we have had John Ross as
minister of Tain. He was translated to Logie in 1581.
He is next in

No. 50, 1608.—Paper-—Obligation.] I George Ros of Balna-
gown be yir pnts. confess me reallie and wt. effect to haiff
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recavit in freindlie borrowing frae my belovit kinsman Mr
Jon Ros persoun of Logie . . sex hundreth merks usuall
money of North Britane . . . Witness Walter Ross apeirand
of Invercharron, Alexr. Denune portioner of East Drum of
Ferne. [John Ross was son of Alexander Ross, 1st of
Little Tarrel, legitimated son of Walter Ross, 8th of Bal-
nagown, thus George’s kinsman. He inherited Little
Tarrell about 1581, on the death of his brother Alexander.

No. 51, N.D.—] Mr John Ross minister at Logie his
petitione of . . George Ross and his perticular ansrs. to ilk
head wt. ye ressouns seing his chise is, as the Lorde
knawes, to agrie wt. ye laird but [without] onie kynde
truble . . . . craves ye laird to lat him heff possessioun wt.
his hartlee kyndnes off ye haill teind schaves off Glastulich
Drumgillie Meikle Meddat, and Pitmaduthye be resoun
ye minister yr. may heff to leiff on reasonable or els no
pastor yr. as alsua he onlie hes guid tytle yroff and ye
laird nane . . . . Mair . . . desyrs ye laird to giff him
iictlxx merks as he quha is hair to umqll. Alexr. Ross of
Balnagown seeing my brother umquhill his hairs was con-
stranit to pay ye samyn to George Sinckler be ressoun of
ye cautionary my umqll. father became for ye sd. umqll.
A. Ross . . Item desyrs ye laird to find me cautioun for
redelyverie to me off ye soume of iii ¢t 1 merks . . giffin to
Margaret Monro my umgqll. brother’s relict and to be
bruiket be hir during her lyftyme . . . Item I desyr ye
laird to caus his servands Dod. Reoch and his compleces
repare sic wranges as was done to me in Esbolk seing my
servands was dung [knocked about] my geir spulzeit my
guids slane [cattle killed] durrs upbroken and guest incon-
veinenct . . by and attour ye geir I was compellit to pay
for raising his ma’ties Ires and putting ye samyn to execu-
tioun. [After friendly borrowing came strained relations
between kinsmen. The parson’s resentment makes him
rather incoherent. In No. 49 we have had John Munro
sub-dean ; next he is in

B. No. 52, 1605.—Contract.] . . . I Geo. Ross of B. . . sellis

to my luiffing freind Mr Jon Munro subdene of Ross . .
fiftie bollis . . victual . . ye full pryce receavit . . to delyver
25 bolls of the crope 1605 wtin the burgh of Tayne . .
Merche 1606 and other 25 . . Merche 1607 . . . [He was
also minister of Tain, and was one of the 19 who in the
above year held a General Assembly at Aberdeen in
defiance of the King’s interdict. For this he was sentenced
to imprisonment and banishment to Kintyre, but escaped
home and resumed his ministry for 3 years, when a Privy
Council letter ordered the Tain Magistrates to imprison
him. What followed has not been known, but seems to be
implied in

No. 53, 1612.—Paper, some holes and abrasions.] The

number of all the bollis beir sowings wtin ye brughe of
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Tayne and tenements yrof Beinge stentitt [taxed] for ye
reparatione of the Kirk in the yeir of God 1612. Item in
the first Robert Munro of Assint 4 scoir 4 bollis 2 tene-
ments, Hector Douglas 3 scoir 4 bollis 10 tenements [and
so on, 35 other names, a few of which only need be given.]
The mill of Aldie, McGilandreis bairns, The tutor of
Foulis, James Innes of Inverbrackie . . [Next page is
headed] The tenements and hes no land [[a, list of 34,
among whom are:—] Mr Johne Ros 3 tenements, Androw
Mitchell 1 tenement, Helene Petter 1 t., Alexr. Denune of
Pittogertye 1 t., The Laird of Balnagowne 1 tenement . .
. . Summa the holl—nyne scoir 4 tenementis, xxxiij scoir
v bollis stentitt at vi shillings the boll and 3 sh. the
tenement—the scor bollis at 6 lib. Walter Ross. [The
signature shows the paper ended here, but we can finish
the calculation, and see the total cost of repairing the Kirk
was £227—a very large sum for those days. It must have
been neglected and in a bad state. Mr John Ross being
mentioned without any other designation seems to show
he was then minister, and that Munro had been deprived.
On the same paper as No. 52, on the other side, and in
quite different handwriting, is

No. 54, N.D., but after George’s death in 1615.] Geo.
Ross of Balnagowne gafe to Issobel Mackintosche his spowes
ane tack of the miln of Balnagowne without my consent

. and the said Issobel maries Mr Jhone Munro minister
at Tarbet . . quho refussis to possess himselfe wt. the said
miln and siclyke . . the tenentis . . schukiners . . cumis to
it and offeris . . to the miller . . multur and kneifschip . .
and the miller refussis becaus he hes nather warrand of
me David Ross now of Balnagown nor of Mr Jhone .
Ttem the said umquhill George gave to hir . . livrent tack

. . certaine . . . widis of oack birk fir &c . . . querie—gif
the said Issobel or . . Jhone may sell . . the saidis Widis
[woods] to mak irone or uther use . . . said Mr Jhone
desyrs me ayther to renunce in his favor . . . or consent to

his effect . . [and so on, a set of queries to a lawyer as to
the complications concerning property between David and
his clerical step-father. Next is

No. 55, 1613.—Paper, docketed] Band to caus the Laird of
Balnagowne elder to resave Mr Johne Monro tenent to him
of the lands of Balnasirach . . . . Understanding that
George Monro of Mekill Tarrall being heretabill proprietor
of . . Balnasirach, Culln, Ester Leweldgowne, McCoaltes
Croftis and McCroreis Croftis and the Meinyis . . hauldin
be him of George Ross of Balnagown . . said George Monro
hes maid alienatione . . of said lands to Mr Jon Monro of
Ferne . . . . binds . . to resave &c. [Witnesses not entered.
In 1616 there is an obligation by John Ross, persoun of
Kincairne, to Mr John Munro, minister at Tarbat, wit-
nessed by Mr Robt. Ross, minister at Alness, and then
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B. No. 56, 1617.—Letter to David Ross of B.] Ryt. honl.
sir Pleis according to our last communing to receive ye
heids qlks I desyr to be performit to me but [without]
ony forther delay failyeing qrof I will tak . . as ane refusell.
I have stayid lang on your promise . . I will not continow
. . langer nor Wednesday at Eddertane . . . Mr Jon Monro.
Tarbat 1 Sepr. 1617. [In these 3 papers we see another
and contemporary John Monro, mnister. He was 3rd son
of Andrew, V. of Milntown, and, as we see, was John
Munro, I. of Fearn. The Tain minister was 3rd son of
Hugh Munro, I. of Assynt. As to the cause he strove so
boldly for: —

B. No. 57, 1606.—Receipt.] I Andra Moresoun collector
deput and factor to Mr David Lindesay Bischop of Ross
. . resavit fra . . Geo. Ross of B. twelf bollis beir for the
fermes of the myln of Kincardine . . . Witness Wm. Ross
appearand of Invercharron . . Alexr. Denune portioner of
the Drum of Ferne. [King James had got the General
Assembly for a time suppressed, and bishops appointed,
one of the first being Lindsay. He had been a priest before
the Reformation. In same year:—

B. No. 58, 1606.—Receipt.] I Androw Freser minister at
Boleskine . . on behalf of Katherine Finlayson relict of
John Freser umql. persone of Roskene . . fyve merks . .
fra David Ross of B. taksman of teind sheiffis of Culcarne...

[No. 59, 1611.—Entry, January 19, in minute book of Con-
sistorial Courts held at Chanonry, 1610-1616.] In pns. of
James Dunbar of Newton compearit Wm. Lauder . . for
Mr Johne McKenzie Archdene of Ross by whome Rorie
McKenzie of Coygach Mr John McKenzie minr. of Dingwall
Adam Finlay in Ochterneid, Hutcheon McGillichrist in
Inchvannie and Wm. Dingwall portioner of Meikle Ussie
. . . . war summonit for spulzeation . . . . withholding . .
teynd scheaves . . in the parochin of Fodderti . . [Decree
was given against all. Next year we have:—

No. 60, 1612.—Parchment, Latin.] To all . . . Robert Grant
burgher of Chanonrie () by a decree in arbitration pro-
nounced by Mr John Mackenzie minister at Dingwall, Mr
James Mackenzie Archdeacon of Ross, Mr Thomas Urqu-
hart minister at Arderseier, and Mr James Lauder minister
at Avoch as judges. [Rest is illegible. In these we have
the minister of Dingwall summoned to pay the Archdean,
and next year acting along with the Archdeacon. In a
paper of 1618 we have him as witness, with the title Rector
of Dingwall.

No. 61, 1626.—Receipt.] I Mr Gilbert Murray subdean of
Ross and minister at Tayne . . receavit fra Mr Thomas Ross
son to Walter Ross of Morinsches the haill teynd scheaves
. . aucht punds . . money . . crops 1623-4-5-6. [We have
Lauder again in the first augmentation case in these papers,
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No. 62, N.D., but from words “ Earl of Seafort’’ must be
after 1623, when title given.] . . John Dunbar of Bennets-
field, Duncan Bayne of Logie, Alexr. Clunes in Cromartie,
Alexr. Wryt of St Martins of Fferburne, John Bayne of
Tullich, Thomas Fraser of Strowy [Struie], Alexr. Mac-
kenzie of Gearloch, Subcommissioners of ye presbiterie of
ye Chanonrie of Ros, and Roht. Innes yr. our convener . .

. our soverane lordis letters at the instance of Mr James
Lauder minister of Avoch . . . . we ar commandit . . to
meit . . . and direct our preceptor . . . to value the lands

. and mak report . . . therefoir . . summon . . the here-
tores . . . Coline Earle of Seafort, Lord Bruce of Killoss,
Blakibour of Enziewen, Alexr. Brodie of Killoss ( ) to
heir and sie the trew worth of ye landes . . . . to the effect
the said complener may be provydit to ane ampeler
stipend &c .

[No. 63, 1630.—Paper.] I Maister Robert Ross lawfully
provyded to the parsonage and vicarage of Alness all ye
haill dayes of my lyfetyme . . and seing for ye pnt. thro.
aige and infirmities I am sumquhat waikende so yat I am
not so able to discharge ye ministeriall office . . as ye pnt.
necessitie . . requires Yet being most religiouslie disposed
for ye propagatione of ye gospell . . wtin ye paroche of
Alnes thairfor I . . . . have resigned . . ye parsonage . . .
in ye hands of . . . Patrick bysshope of Ros undoubted
patron of ye said church and yat too in special favour of
Maister Thomas Ross minister at Ferne requiring yr. Lp.
most humblie to transport from yat kirke to Alness. [But
in 1648 he grants receipt for stipend for all years, 1632-47,
showing great delay.

No. 64, 1633.—Paper, well preserved, with Bishop’s and
other signatures.] To all and sindrie whom it effeirs . . .
Wit ye me Patrick . . bishop of Ross, forsameikle as Mr
Wm. Ross last minister at Kincardine is now transportit
yairfra and plantit at ye Kirk of Nig vacand be ye deceas
of umquhile Mr George Corbet . . the said kirk is one of
ye propper kirks of my bishoprick whilk T am bund . . to
provyde with ane sufficient stipend . . thairfor . . assign

. the stipend whlk wes asswmt be ye lords commis-
sioners of parhiament to ye ministeris at ye said Kirk .
vicarage . . estimat to fourtie lib. . . . 4 chalders bere and
xL lib. money furth of the personage teyndis . . to be
locallie payit furth of the reddiest of the teynd scheaves . .
proportion following . . . Culderarie and . . . Pitkalzean 34
bolls . . Eister Rarichie 7 bolls 2 firlots ix£ 14s money . . .
Wester Rarichie [same] . . . Culless 2 b. 2 f. and £3 12s
money . . . Litill Kindeass 2 b. 2 f., £4 17s . . . Pitcalnei
and Culnaha 4 b. 1 £., £3 12s9d . . . Nig 4 b. and £4 17s

. Mekle Kindeass 2 b. 1 f. and £3 12s 1d . . . . and
whatever augmentation . . be ye lords commissioners . . . .

3
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for modification of stipends and plantation of kirks . . . .
31st Marche . . . Witnesses Mr James Lyndsay my sone
Mr Patrick Durhame dean of Ross Mr David Ross minister
at Logie Ester . . . .

[No. 65, 1633.—Paper, abraded in some parts.] At the
Kirk of Nig the xiij day of Apryle . . . . In pns. off me
notar publict . . . compearit . . Mr Wm. Ross minister at
the Kirk of Nig and presentit to Mr Patrick Durhame
deane of Ros and minister at Rosemarkie ane gift and

presentatioun.. . . grantit be . . . Patrick Bischop of Ros
undoubted patrone . . . to . . . then admittit to serve the
cuire at the said kirk. . . . requyring the said Mr Patrick

Durhame to pass with . . Wm. Ross to the kirk . . and
there . . give institution and . . possession . . be delyvering
to him . . . of the buik of God callit the bybill . . .
desyring him to exerce himself in the said functions . . . .
whilk he promittit faithfullie to do . . . witnesses Donald
McHomas moir portioner of Pitcalzeane, Magnus ferne
also portioner of Pitcalzeane, Magnus Davidsone in Nig,
Walter McCulloch in Sandwick . . . [In No. 62 the Preshy-
tery is still mentioned, but not so in next three, in which
we see fully the change in the First Episcopal Period. For
many years no receipts for stipend occur, and next is

B. No. 66, 1642.—Printed copy of intimation.] John Earle
of Loudoun . . High Chancellour . . having special warrant
.. . to sell and annalie the annuities of teinds to such . . .
as will buy the samine for payment of ten years’ purchase
with the by-runnes . . resting unpayed . . ordained . . pro-
grams be affixed upon every paroch kirk appointing to the
Heritours . . anent the buying . . . . [entered in writing,
with signature] parochin of Ade