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INTRODUCTTION

SOME' years ago, j=mpelled by ai&rong degree of curiofity to obtain'fome know-

- ledge of the antient an(_l modern ftate of my native Parith of Cramond, 1 bcggn, at

leifure hours, to make colle@ions of materials tending to afcertain thefe points. My
refearches were chiefly direted to the biography and genealogy of ‘the moft confiderable
families and remarkable individuals conne@ted with that diftri®. I foon found, how-
ever, that I was perhaps the laft perfon who fhould have engaged in fuch an enter-
prize ; my very peculiar and difagreeable fituation (fcopulis furdior Icari) not only
precluding all oral information, but alo placing in the way obftacles fo many and fo
great, as to occafion me to throw down my pen, and, for a time, to relinquith etery
attempt of that nature.

‘In 1790, the public fpirited Prefident and Founder of the Board of Agriculture
and National Improvement circulated his queries for elucidating the real political fi-
tuation of Scot/and, by méans of ftatiftical accounts of the different parithes of that
kingdom. Judging it the duty of every well-wifher to the country to contribute, as
much as lay in his power, to the promotion of that noble defign, I immediately fet
about arranging the materials I had colleted. When this was accomplithed, I took
the liberty of tranfmitting the manufcript to that diftinguithed fenator, in order that
fuch extralts might be made from thence as fell within the fcope of his important and
arduous undertaking, which his abilities, perfeverance, and high eftimation in the
public mind, eminently qualified him to carry into full effe®. He was pleafed, on .
returning the manufcript, to urge the printing thereof in a detached form, feveral
particulars contained in it, though omitted to be excerpted as foreign to the plan of
his work, neverthelefs appearing to him not improper for publication.

The local and very circumfcribed nature of the fubje&, however, added to my
own confcioufnefs of the defettive manner in which I had treated it, made me long
" hefitate to follow this advice. But finding that no connefted memoirs of the moft ex-
‘ ' traordivary
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traordinary charaller to which, as a heritor, the parifh lays claim, had hitherto been
publifhed, I ventured in 1791 to print a fow copies of a fmall trad, intitled, * A
* Sketch of the Life and Proje@s of Fobs Law of Laurifton, Comptroller General
“ of the Finances of France.” This ftep I was induced to take folely from the hope,
that by announcing my intentions in the introduétion to that work, I fhould be fa-
voured with further communications concerning the parith in general, and Mr Law
in particular. In this hope T was not entirely difappointed ; for I foon afterwards had
the pleafure of receiving from Paris feveral books and papers which contributed to
clear up fome miftakes I had fallen into refpeing the Mifffipf.Syftem. The cor- -
reétion of thefe errors, and the favourable terms in which the “'Sketch”_wns noticed
in fome periodical publications, were the principal inducements- that led me to fend
the prefent work: to the prefs.

~ In this work it was my original intention to have detalled at length the defcent -of
all the confiderable families connefted with the parifh, in alphabetical order ; and
for that purpofe I had made copious genealogical colleftions. Finding, however,
that the profecution of this plan would greatly exceed all reafonable limits, and that
feveral of thefe had been fully- treated of in other publications, I gave up that defign.
T have made particular mention only of the families of Hope of Grantoun and Crai-
gieball, Law of Lauriften, and Elpbinfloun of Barntous, and inferted Pedigrees of
thofe of Loch of Dyylaw, Inglis of Cramond, and Howifon of Brachead ; none of-
whom have fubfifted in this diftri& for a lgfs period than a century. To thefe is
adtled a fhort account of the firft Earl of Cromarty, and his fon Sir ?’am.t Mackensio
of Royfloun, wlio refided long in the parith.

The views of Lauriffon, Ncw Saugbton, and Muirboufe, will, I hope, afford no
unfavourable fpecimens of the talents of the engraver, Scott of Edinburgh, an artift
who merits every encouragement from the public. I iqtcnded to have had feveral o-
ther plates engraved in the fame fipifhed ftile; but I was obliged to drop that defign on
account of the heavy expence attending its completion. The portrait of Mr Law was
engraved by Quencdex at Paris, from an original pi&ure of that celebrated minifter,
in the poflfeflion of his nephew, at that gentlemian's own charge.

Of the many and ftriking defes of the prefent publication, none can be niore fen-
fible than myfelf; and I can truly and without affetation fay, that dum relego fcrip-
Jfiffé pudet. The principal ‘caufe of thefe has been already mentioned ; the incom-

plete flate of the public records and parochial regifters proved a great bar; and I
had
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had the misfortune of fidding fome of the heritors prejudiced againft my underta-

king. This proceeded from a miftaken notion that I intended to fpecify the extent

and rental of each eftate in the parith; an inference drawn from the minute inqui-
. ries I was under the neceflity of making into thefe particulars, in order to be enabled
' to flate correily the rent and produce of the whole diftri&. So far from mentioning
the real value of each refpeive property, I have not even fet down the fum at
which it is rated in the Cefs, or-Land Tax, Books; and I have in general omitted
the dates of the births of perfons now alive, from an apprehenfion that the infestion
of them would give offence to feveral individuals.

I fhall only add, that I have made colletions refpe&ing the neighbouring Parithes
of Corflorpbine, Kirklifioun, Dalmeny, and Abercorn ; but all further progrefs in'thefe
purfuits depends upon the reception this work meets with, That it will be favoura-
bly received is a hope that, T am apprehenfive, cannot reafonably be induiged, when
the confined nature of the fubjedt, the imperfe& manner in which it has been trea-
ted, and the variety and importance of the affairs that now occupy the attention of
the public, are confidered.

YOHN PHILP WOOD.
EpiNsuRGH, '
it Feb, 1994 °
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Page 16. line 5. for 1676 read 1661.
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Page 160.

N. B.

1. for Sir John Foulis, read James Foulis, brother of Sir John Foulis. : -
3. for only read oldeft.
7. for fhe read he.
27. for 1439 read 1529,
3. for 1680 read 1580.
37. for 1688 read 1668.
€. for Aonual number of, reed Annual average of.
12. for with read worth.
5. for interperfed read interfperfed.
19 from the bottom, for Se read Si,
29. for their read the.
3 of the note, for at the fame time ta deliver, resd, at the lamo time engaging to deliver.

.

ADDENDA

line 14+ after Lady Georgina, add, “ married at Ormiftoun-Hall 34th Nov. 1793 to the Hon.
 Andrew Cochrane, M. P. Major of the 21ft Regiment of Foet, brother of the
“ Earl of Dundonald,”

Whatever fums are mentioned in the following Work are Sterling
money, unlefs where particularly fpecified to the contrary..
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SECT. L

SITUATION, EXTENT, SURFACE, ORIGIN OF THE NAME, ROMAN HISTORY,
AND ANTIQUITIES.

THE PARISH OF CRAMOND, the fubjs® of the following
pages, is a pleafant and fertile diftrict, lying principally in the county
of Mid Lotbian ov Edinburgh, at the north weftern corner of that. fhire ;
and extending along the fouth fhore of he Frith of Forsh, into which
the river 4mon, after running a courfe of above thirty miles, difem-
bogues itlelf at the village of Nether Cramond. Part of this parifh,
{about one tenth of the whole,) is fituated in the county of Wz/t Lothian
ot Linfithgow, which is feparated feom Mid Lsthian by the Amok. for
feveral miles sbove its confluence with the For#h. The parifh is bound-
. ed on the W, by the parithes of Dalmeny and Kirkliffon, on the S. by
thefe of Corflorphine and St. Cuthbert’s, and by the laft mentioned parith
on the E. The northern boundary is formed by the Frith of Forth;
which, at this place, is from four to fix miles broad.

' v A ‘ From




2 ' EXTENT, SURFACE,

From a. computation that, it is hoped, will be found very near
the truth, the parifh appears to contain 3960 Scotch, or about 4900
Britith ftatute, acres. The extreme length of this diftri®, meafuring
from f.my-bridge on the weft to Wardie-burn on the eaft, is nearly fix
miles ; and the breadth fcarcely ever exceeds two miles. But it is need-
lefs to enter into any farther fpecification of the dimenfions or form,
fince the annexed fketch, though by no means entitled to the claim of
exad accuracy, will ferve to give a better idea of both, as well as of the
relative fituations of places therein, than could be conveyed by the moft
minute defcription.’

The eaftern part of this diftrict, lying two miles N. W. of the metro-
" polis of Scotland, appears rather level; though the ground, in fome
places, forms gentle rifings. Near the center of the parifh we behold
the north end of a craggy ridge, very fteep on the eaftern fide, but de-
clining gently towards the weft, called, from the adjacent parifh, in
which the principal part of it Lies, Corflorpbine Hill. The utmoft alti-
tude of this hill, which' bears, when viewed from E. or W. fome refém-
blance to the figure of a cock’s comb, having indentations in feveral
places along the fummit, is 470 feet above the level of the fea; and
the view from the top is reckoned remarkably fine, the Frith of Forth,
the coaft of Fife, and the City of Edinburgh, forming part of the land-
fcape. To the N. and W. of this confpicuous obje@, the face of the
parifh becomes more variegated than the eaftern fide, and agreeably
diverfified with rifing grounds, particularly with Leny and Craigie hills :
But the chief ornament of this part is the Amon; the banks of that
fiream, from Craigichall to its confluence with the Forth, being very
hig4 and fteep, almoft wholly covered with wood, and frequently chee-
quered with bold and overhanging rocks. The land, in general, rifes
to a good height even clofe to the fhore: there are, however, in three
or four places along the fea fide, fandy plains or links; particularly an

extenfive




‘ORIGIN OF THE NAME. . 3

extenfive tract at the north weftern extremity of the parifh, called Long-
&green, forming part of the park of Barnbougle.

The parith takes its denomination from the principal village, where
the church ftands, called Cramond. This name may be refolved into
the Celtic compound Cacramon; Amon being undoubtedly the true
name of the river which falls into the For¢b at this village, as that word
fignifies a river in general, and is not unfrequently applied to particu-
lar ftreams. In addition thereto, it is to be obferved, that the Romans
had at this place, a confiderable ftation or fort, (in the Gaelic Caer) ; fo
from this circumftance would naturally arife the word Caeramon, or the
fort on the river. It may be mentioned, in fupport of this etymology,
that the name of this parifh has been fometimes written Karramund,
particularly in the learned Sir Fames Dalrymple’s Hifterical Colletions.

A mift of obfcurity, which every effort has been exerted, but in vain,
to diffipate, involves the hiftory of this parifh till the arrival of the Ro-
mans in Britain. Itis almoft unneceflary to mention, that their firft
fuccefsful invafion of this ifland (for the two preceding incurfions of
Julius Cafar are by no means entitled to that epithet,) took place
A. D, 43, under the command of Plautius, licutenant of Claudius Cefar,
who, following his viCtorious general the enfuing year, fubdued a great
part of Britain, and as a memorial of his conqueft, gave his fon the
honorary appellation of Brizannicus. Some imagine that a fettlement
was formed at Cramond, during the reign of Claydius, from the circum-
ftance of feveral coirs and medals of tfat emperor having been found
here, particularly a very remarkable medallion of brafs, about the fize
of a half crown piece. On one fide of this medal, (an engraving of
which may be feen in Gordon’s Itinerarium Septentrionale, p. 147.) is
the head of Claudius, with thefe letters, very fair, TI. CLAVDIVS
CAESAR AVG. P.M.T.R. P. IMP. on the reverfe is S. C. and
NERO CLAVDIVS DRVSVS, with the figure of a perfon on horfe-
back, on the top of a triumphal arch, between two wexilla. This,
however, is but very flender evidence to oppofe to the eftablifhed fa&,
i A 2 that




3 ROMAN HISTORY.

that Yulius dgricola, the lieutenant of Pefpafian, was the firft Roman
commander that penetrated fo far north as the Frith of Foreh; and '
this expedition into Seotland did not take place earlier than the 8oth
~ year of the Chriftian zra. . '

That Cramond foon became one of the moft important, as well as one
of the moft confiderable ftations the Romans occupied in Scotland, is
evident from the great number of.coins and medals dug up at this
place, the altars found here, the fnilitary roads, the remains of a dock,
and other memorials ef that great nation ; of which in order. It is pre-
vioufly to be obferved, that the learned and accurate Hor/fley, author of
that valuable work, Brizannia Romana, am.l Gordon, the editor of the
Itinerarium Septentrienale, muft have paid particular attention to the.
Roman antiquities of this place ; the former being fon-in-law of Principal
Hamilion, one of the minifters of Cramond, and the latter having been
patronized and affifted by that accomplithed antiquarian, Sir Yodn Clerk
of Pennycuick, Baron of Exchequer in Scotland, a confiderable proprie.
tor in this parifh,

An almoft incredible number of coins and medals have been, at dif-
ferent periods, found at this place; a few were of gold and filver, but
by far the greateft part brafs. The feries is as follows: Some of Clan-
dius, who conquered great part of this ifland, A. D. 44, and died in the
year 54; of his fucceflor Nero; of Galba, who fucceded Nero, A. D.
68, and died the fame yearg of Pe/pafian, whofe reign commenced
A.D. 69, and terminated in 79 ; of Domitian, who reigned from the
year 81, till he was murdered in 96; of his fucceflor Nerva, whofe
fhort reign ended in lefs than fixteen months after his acceffion to the
throne ; of Z7ajan, the adopted fon and fucceffor of Nerva, who died
in 117; of Hadrian, Trajan’s fucceflor, who was in Britain from 117
to 120 ; of Antoninus Pius, (one of them a well preferved gold medal,)
who reigned from 1’38 to 154, and one of his confort Fauffina; of Sep-
timius Severus, whofe reign commenced in 195, and who died at Xork
in 210. Qne of thefe laft, meriting particular notice, is of filver, having

oBn




ROMAN HISTORY. 3

on onk fide the head of the emperor, and thefe words, SEVERVS PIVS
AVG. and on the other a clothed femasle figure, holding a laurel branch
in her hand, with the following letters, FVNDATOR PACIS. From
this infcription, the medal is fuppofed to have been ftruck upon occafion
of a treaty of peace being concluded with the Caledonians by that mo-
narch, one of whofe byberra or winter quarters Cramond is fuppofed to
have been. Some coins and medals of his emprefs Fulia, as alfo of his
profligate fon and fucceflor, Antoninus Caracalla, were found at this
place; and one of the emperor Dioclefian, having on the reverfe a
figure reprefenting a genins, and this infcription, GENIO POPVLI
ROMANI®. From this laft it weuld appear, that the Romans did not
quit Cramopd altogether till above 200 years from the time they firft
fettled here; the reign of Dioclefian baving commenced A.D. 284,
and terminated, by his refignation of the purple, and retirement
to his delightful palace at 8alona or Spalatro in Dalmatia, in the
year 304. . .

The altar ftone, delineated in Fig. I, of the Plate of Antiquities, was
found at Craposd, and is now in the valuable library of the Faculty of
Advocates in Edinburgh. The moft probable reading of the infcription is,
« Yovi Optimo Maxima cobors quinta Gallorsm, cui preeft Iminius Honus
« Tertullus prafeBus, votum folvit libentiffime merito.” The ftone is of a red-
difh colour, not very coarfe, but of much the fame grit with the ftones
moft frequently made ufe of by the Romans upon fuch occafions. Pof-

. fibly an I isincluded in the letter N of the fourth line, or perhaps Henns
is the name. Indeed the names of the Prafe@ are in found not very
like thofe of the Romans, the cognomen alone excepted. From thence
ene may conclude that he was not a native of Rome or Zzaly, and that
the prenomen and momes might be hisown, and the cegnomen affumed
upon his being made a citizen, The A in the third line in the word

pragh

* Horfley’s Britansia Romana, 205, Gordon’s Itinerarium Septentrianale, 37,
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preeft is loft in the breach; but as there is room enough for it, fo the
other letters fhew that the vacancy is to be fupplied in that manner.
The greateft curiofity is in the fecond line, which undoubtedly is
to be read cobors quinta ; this being the only infcription, found in
Britain, wherein the fifth cohort of the Gauls is mentioned, though
the fourth often occurs. The different cut of the letter L is alfo re-
markable *. ,

Figure IL of the plate reprefents another altar, which long remained
expofed to the weather in the garden of Cramond Houfe, but is now re-
moved to Pennycuick, the feat of Sir Fobn Clerk. The firft part of the
infcription is fufficiently plain, % Matribus Alatervis et Matribus Cam-
s« pefiribus cobors prima Tungrorum .” Indeed the numeral letter does
not appear very diftin&; yet fince only the firft cohort of the T:)ngriam
occurs in infcriptions found in Britain, it is probable it was alfo the fame
in this. As to the fubfequent part of the infcription on this altar, it is
by no means eafy what to make of it. Hor/fley, who examined the ori-
ginal twice, and compared it with the engraving in Gordon, particular-
ly remarking what letters were plain and diftin&, and what were not fo,
imagines the words next to Zungr. might have been infituerunt facram
aram. This appears not difagreeable to the remains of the letters;
(and he obferves elfewhere that on an altar found at Riechefler in
Nortbumberland, the words aram inflituerunt were clear and legible ;)
then, he thinks, the laft line may have been CONL. RES. XX, V.V,
Conlapfam reftituit legio viccfma valens victrix. So that, according to
this probable explanation, the whole infcription is to be read, * Matri-
“ bus Alatervis et Matribus Campeftribus cobors prima Tungrorum in-
s fituerunt facram aram ; conlapfam reflituit legio vicefima valens victrix.” -
The oblong figure of the focus on the top of this altar is remarkable.

) Sir

¢ Itin. Sept. 101, 116, 119, Brit. Rom, 204. Sir Robert Sibbald's Hiftorical
Inquiries, 48. ‘ . :
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"+ 8ir Robert Sibbald fays it was the moft complete he had feen’; and
mentions particularly the hellow place on the top, within fquare lines
raifed above the furface of the ftone, for receiving the blood or other
liquors offered in facrifice. He then enters into a long differtation on
the Dee Matres, which, on the authoriiy of Facobus Sponius, he con-
cludes to have been the tutelar goddefles of the provinces and towns,
‘While the Matres campeftres were the Matronz campis prefidentes *.

This infcription is the more particularly to be attended to, as it ap.
pears.from thence that Alaterva was the appellation by which the Ro-
-mans diftinguithed this ftation, and no other memorials of that name are
to be met with any where elfe. The late Sir _Jobn Glerk of Pennycuick,
in a letter to his friend Roger Gale, Efq. introduces the following ob-
fervations on this fubje&. * As you very well notice, Ptolemy miftook
“ feveral Latin names when he rendered them into Greek. Of this
“kind, asI fulpe®, is his Ir¢poror srparordor, Caftrum Alatum, which
“ our antiquarians have applied to Edinburgh. 1 rather believe that
¢ the place defigned by Prolemy is an old Roman ftation on the fea-
“ coaft, which we call Cramond, about four miles from Edinburgb, and
“ that it was antiently called not Caffra Alata, but Alatervum or
« Caftra Alaterva; for in this place a few years ago was found an altar
* with this infcription, Matribus Alatervis et Matribus Campefiribus ;
¢ the reft is defcribed by Mr Gordon : and you know that it was com-
“ mon enough among the Romans to dedicate altars to the Matres or
“ inferior goddeffes of the place. If this conjeCture be not right, I
“ am at a lofs what is meant by the Matres Alaterve.”

To this Mr Gale replied, “ I fuppofe when you fay that the
“ Saxons gave name to the City of Edinburgh, you only mean the lat-
“ ter part of the name, burgh; the former part feeming to be truly Bri-
« tifh, Aden or Eden in that language denoting als, a wing; and thence
“ comes Ptolemy’s Mryporor Zrparonidor, Caftrum Alatum, fo called, asI pre-

“ fume,

* Brit, Rom, 205. Itin. Sept, 116, Hit. Ing. 47.
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“ fume, from its lofty fituation, which, if true, brings back the Cafira
“ Alata -from Cramond to Edinburgh ; and there might be a village,
« called Alaterva, at the place where the altar infcribed Matribus Ala-
“ tervis was found, though the name is no where elfe extant ».”

It is needlefs to be at the trouble of refuting thofe who affign other
names to Cramond, as Bremenium and Alauna ; and neceffary only to ob-
ferve, that it is no uncommon circumftance for the name of a place to be
extant in infcriptions alone; Horfley men{.ioning three other inftances,
Bracchium, Habitancum, and Apiatorium, as occurring in Britain }.

The fone reprefented by Fig. 111, found at Cramond, and belonging
to Sir Jobn Clerk’s collettion, is evidently of the centurialkind. Accord-
ing to Gordon, the infcription fhould be read, “ Yovi votivo facrum legio
% fecunda fecit.” But the more judicious and accurate Hor/ley thinks
that, as the ftone is not an altar, and Jupiter Votivus would be fingular
in Britain, it fhould be rendered, * Legio fecunda Augufia fecie ju]h;”.
The pofition of the letters, or form of the infcription, favours this read-
ing more than the others: and it is to be obferved that a fingle letter is
often put for a double one upon infcriptions; fo we read jufit for juffic in
Gruter.  Juffais the fame with ex juffu, and it was ufual with the Ro-
mans to pretend that they took their vows upon them, fet up ftatues ot
ftones, and ere&ed altars, from fome divine command or impulfe §. For
inftance, - ' :

Hane pro Padladio moniti, pro numine laf,
Effgiem flatuere, nefas que srifte piaret.
‘ ' Viro. Za. II. 183,
Etce Jovis monitu, deceptas imagine fomui
Rex judet incapti_ curam demittere belli.
‘ : Ovip. Met, XIII. 216.
: This

* Appendix to Gordon's Itin. Sept. p.180, 183.
+ Brit. Rom. 354.
1 Brit. Rom. 205, ltin Septh 236
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The altar, fketched in Fig. IV, dug up near Cramond, was long in
the poffeffion of the Earl of Ruglen, and is now at his grandfon the
Duke of Queenfberry's caftle of Neidpath .in Tweeddale. The head re-
prefented upon the ftone, has been generally taken for that of Fupiter
Ammon ; but the lineaments of the face, and fhape and fituation of the
horns, rather favour Sifvanus. Horfley thinks that the two figures,
ftretching out on each fide under the beard, might be defigned to re-
prefent the feet of a goat; for Silvamus is ufually clothed in the fkin
of that animal, faftened at the neck by the two forefeet It is, how-
ever, evident that they bear a much ftronger refemblance to the infignia
of the god Priapus ; and in the Recherches fur I'Origine de I Efprit et les
Progres des Arts de la Grece, is a reprefentation of Baccbus, having fi-
gures of that fort in the very fame pofition. The focus at the top of the
altar was complete ; and the marks of fire were very vifible thereon
in Hor/fley’s time, at which period, it would feem, from the filence of Gor-
don in his ltinerarium Scptenmtrionale, that this monument had been
recently found. It appeared, at firft, to have been the capital of the
altar, N©O I. which feemed to have been broken off; for the colour
and grit of the two ftones fuited well enough. But a more critical in-
fpection fhowed this conje@ure to be ill founded, the oné being rather

_too large for the other ; and befides, as Lord Ruglen himfelf obferved, they

were found at a diftance from each other *. . '
" The great Roman military way, the {ubjet of the firft Jeer of Anto-
ninus, from Pretorium in Lincolnfbire, to Bremenium in Nortbumberland,
proceeded from the laft mentioned ftation, by Eildon and Soutra, to Bow-
bridge, near the eaft end of the Pentland hills. At this place, evident
veﬁiges of the caufeway were vifible a few years ago ; and the prefent
turnpike road from Edinburgh to Linton is cut, for near a mile, in the
very line of its dire@ion. From hence, the military way was continued by
Ravelfion to Cramond, where feveral remains thereof have been found
B at

¥ Brit. Rom. 10§.
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at different times, particularly in 1774, when improvements were mak-
ing on the grounds adjacent to Cramond Houfe. This road, as is {fuppo-
fed, then proceeded acrofs the Amon, and pafling over Mons hill, went
by way of Queensferry and Abercorn, to Caerridden, fituated at the eaft-
ern extremity of the wall of Antoninus. It is true, indeed, that no ve/-
tigia thereof can be traced betwixt Cramond and Caerridden'; but,
as General Roy well obferves, there is every reafon to believe that the
communication muft have been continued, from this important naval
ftation, along the Forth to the end of the wall *. Maitland (Hift. Scot.
I. 303,) mentions that a Roman way ran from Invere/k to Cramond, crof-
fing the water of Leith at the foot of the Weigh-houfe wynd in the
town of Leith ; but no traces thereof are to be found in this neighbour- -
hood. The 1V. and V. Itineres of Richard of Cirengefler appear to have
pafled through Cramond, although the name is not mentioned in either
of them; a circumftance that will appear rather extraordinary, when the
importance of this place is confidered.

The fituation of Cramond, at the mouth of a well-fheltered harbour,
to which the military ways afforded a fafe and eafy communication from
~ their fouthern pofts, could not efcape the obfervatibn of the Romans,
as rendering it particularly fit for the reception of fuch of their veflels
as had occafion to vifit the Bodotrian Frith, and it is probable that this
was one of the moft confiderable marine ftations belonging to them
m Scotland. In proof thereof, Sir Robert Sibbald mentions, that “ up-
« on the eaft fide of the mouth of the .4mon, the foundation of a mole,
% built upon a rock, doth appear yet very ftrongly cemented ; fo it.
% feems there has been a dock for fmall fhips here, which dock has
¢ advanced fome length into the frith {.” I could not difcover any re-

' mains

* Vide that fplendid work, publifhed at the expence of the Society of Antiquaries
in England, intituled, ¢ Military Antiquities of the Romans in Britain,” by the late
Major General Wilkiam Roy ; wherein the different roads formed by the Romans
through Scotland are diftinétly traced.

¥ Hift. Inq. 33.
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ROMAN HISTORY. : - IX

mains of this work ; but an intelligent obferver, who refided on the
fpot, imagined that he could trace it by the lime and mortar oozing
through the fand, and adhering to the fhingle or fmall ftones on the
beach, for the fpace of forty yards, running E. and W. parallel to the
fhore, about go feet N. of the Ipade manufaQory at Cramond. About
a century ago an anchor much corroded with ruft was dug up in the
garden of Cramond Houfe ; and Sir Robert Sibbald mentions that a ball
of iron, joined with a crofs bar in the middle, for fhooting out of a ba-
Jifta, or machine of that kind, was found here,

When the foundations of the prefent manfe or minifter’s houfe, at
Cramond, were digging in 1745, there were difcovered fome ftone walls,
in" different dire@ions parallel to each other, about four feet below the
furface of the ground, of the height of three feet, and but a {mall dif-
tance afunder, among which were found divers Roman medals and fibule,
and a great qdantity of potfherds or broken urns. This is fuppofed to
have been a pottery. In the garden of the manfe was dug up a ftone,
about 18 inches fquare, having the figure of an eagle, grafping light-
ning in its talons, very coarfely done in alto relievo. This ftone was, by
the predeceflor of the prefent incumbent, given to the late Mr Walter
Rofs, who built it up in the wall of his curious tower at St. Bernard’s near
Edinburgh. . )

In making a new road to Netber Cramond,in 1778, there was difcovered,
about twenty yards north of the porter’s lodge of Cramond Houfe, a pave-
ment made of lime intermixed with fmall ftones, about nine inches thick,
and five feet in diameter, though of an irregular form. Below this pave-
ment were found burnt earth, charcoal, and feveral fragments of brown
earthen pitchers, the mouths and necks of fome of them in an entire
ftate, with an ear on each fide. Many pieces of bricks and tiles lay
fcattered about, the latter much thicker than thofe now in ufe, and
marked with lines on one furface by way of ornament.

Stones are dug up frequently at Cramond, bearing the marks of tools,
chiefly in zigzag, or in diagonal lines croffing each other, which go, a«

Ba mong



2 ROMAN HISTORY.

niong the common people, by the name of Roman ftones. In Novem-
ber 1787, fome workmen clearing ground for building houfes on Cra-
mond {hore, happened to fall upon a lime-kiln, about twelve feet in dia-
meter and eight in height, built upon the folid rock with the above
mentioned kind of hewn ftones. A quantity of lime ftone, of a vefy
rich quality, was found in the kiln, which, from the colour of the ftones,
appeared to have been much ufed. 1t bad an arched entrance, five feet
. high, facing the harbour, about thirty feet diftant from the tide mark,
Whether or not this was a Roman work, I will nat pretend to determine ;
though I fhould think that the ftones of which it was compofed, the cir-
cumftances of all traces and tradition of the building having been for-
got, and its being deeply covered by accumulations of foil, are ftrong;
prefumptions. in favour of the affirmative.

The rock of freeftone, known by the name of the Huater's. Craig, onr
_the fea fhore weft from Cramond, had, on its eaft.face, a rude fculpture,
bearing fome refemblance to the figure of an eagle, ftanding upright
with its back to.the rock, by fome fuppofed to have been executed by
the Romans. All traces of that figure are. now worn away, the ftone
of which this rock is compofed being, of a very foft friable nature. On
_ the fubje@ of Roman antiquities, I have only to add, that, within my
remembrance, there was. to be feen a large fepulchre, formed of flat
flones, onthe eaft fide of the road leading from Laurifton.to Nether Cra-
mond, in the line of the military way, a little. below. the eaft entry to
King's Cramond ; but this monument is now complefely deftroyed.

After the departure of the Romans, a dark cloud of obfcurity again.
{ettled over the parith of Cramond, of which I cannot find the {malleft
memorial in any hiftorian, till the year 995, when a bloody conflit
took place, between KXenneth, natural brother and. commander in chief
of the forces of Malcolm, the fecond king of Scotland of that name, and
thofe of Conffantine, ufurper of the throne, who headed his army in per-
fon. From the moft circumftantial accounts of this engagement, it ap.
pears. that the troops of the former were far. inferior in numbers ;. but

) this
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‘this inferiority was more than counterbalanced by the fuperior prudence
of the commander, who took -up his ftation at Cramond, having the ad-
vantage of both the fun and the wind, and taking care that the forces
fhould be flanked by the river. The troops of the ufurper, trufting to
their numbers, rufhed furioufly to the attack ; but were fo much incom-’
moded by the beams of the fun, and by the duft raifed by the wind,
" which then happened to blow ftrongly, that it was fcarcely poffible for
any one in that army to hold up his head. A very great flaughter was
made on both fides, and the two commanders, Kenneth and Conflantine, .
on a charge, mortally wounded each other *. b
Grantoun, in this parifh, is famous in hiftory for the landing of ths-
Englifh troops, under the command of the Earl of Hertford, from a fleet
of two hundred fail, on the 5th of May 1544. This armament was fit
ted out by King Henry VUL of England, to take vengeance on -the
Scotch, for the refufal of Mary of Lorrain to confent to a-match be-
tween her unfortunate daughter, Mary queen of Scotland, and his fon .
prince Edward; a match than which none could have been more fuit--
able for. bath: parties, and which.appeared to have been pointed out, by
the finger. of providence, as a fafe and honourablé way of terminating
all animofities between two kingdoms fitted, by their relative fituation,
to be united unde\r one foyefei'gn. But the Queen mother, and that fu-
" rious bigot, Cardinal Betbune, confulting only the interefts of the catho-
lic religion, to which that alliance, they apprehended, would have giv-
en a mortal blow, took the fatal refolution of fending the young and in-
nocent Queen to France. This refolution, in all probability,. laid the
foundation of the miferics Mary afterwards endured, they being, .in a
great meafure, to be attributed to the diffolute principles fhe could:
fcarcely avoid imbibing in the profligate court of Francis I. The En-.

glith -

® Vide Forduni Scotichronjcon, Hearne's edition, 1. 345. Buscbanani bifioria lib. .
i. Holinfbed, 223. : Leflous de rebus gefiis Scotorum, 19. The latter, by miftake, .
fays the battle was fought ad Annandiz amnis offia.
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glith were, for {feveral days, employed in ravaging the country, plunder-
ing and burning houfes and villages, for feven miles round, and fcouring
the frith. The parifh of Cramond muft, no doubt have fuffered more fe-
verely than any other diftri®t, Grantoun being the head quarters of the
Englifh land forces, and principal ftation of their thips.
- I will now proceed to make the tour of the parith, giving a defcription
of the principal feats and poffeflions therein, with a brief account of the
proprietors of each, as far back as 1 have been able to trace them. This
part of the work, I am concerned to méntion, will be found extremely
incomplete, owing not only to the defective ftate of the public records
of the kingdom ; but alfo to the circumftance of my having, from fome
of the heritors, met with every fpecies of difcouragement in my enqui-
ries ; though, on the other hand, the very kind and flattering reception
I had the happinefs of experiencing from a great majority of the proprie-
tors, actuated by a more liberal {pirit.
Quibus arte benigna

Et meliore luto finxit precordia Titan,
demands every acknowledgement, and will ever be remembered with

the warmeft gratitude.

S EC T IL

DESCRIPTION OF THE DIFFERENT ESTATES, MANOR HOUSES, &c. 1N THE
PARISH, AND & BRIEF ACCOUNT OF THE PROQPRIETORS OF EACH, AS
FAR BAEGK AS CAN BE TRACED.

ENTERING the parith at the N. E corner, near Newbaven, the firft
place we meet deferving particular notice is Roy/ffoun, incomparably the
moft extenfive building in this diftri®, and one of the largeft in the

three Lothians, though it is by no means eafy to obtain a diftin&t view
) : 4 of
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ROYSTOUN. 15

of the houfe from any quarter, from the great number of trees crowded
together about it. This edifice, a fort of oblong fquare inclofing a court,
" meafures 117 feet in length on the E. and W. fides, which are irregular-
'ly built, and not fimilar to each other. The S. front, the moft orna-
mented and regular of the whole, is go feet long ; and in the center of
the N.frontisa large ftone tablet thus infcribed :
GAZX CONGESTXE NIHILI
IMPENSE VSVI SVNT
CVM GLEBIS
AVGENTVR ET LABORES
IN NOSTRVM ERGO
ET AMICORVM SOLATIVM
TVGVRIOLVM HOC
ZEDIFICARE CVRARVNT
GEORGIVS ET ANNA
VICECOMITES A TARBAT
ANNO ERXE CHRISTIANE 1685.
NOSTRA TVM HOSPES
NAM HOSPITIVM EST
NVNC NOSTRVM
" TVNC ALTERIVS
POSTEA VERO
NEC SCI® NEC CVRO CVIVS
NAM NIHILI CERTA DOMVS.
From this infcription, and another on the S. front, it appears that this
lordly manfion, (affeedly fliled a little cottage, ¢uguriolum), was built
in 1685, by George Vifcount of Tarbat, probably on account of the vi-
cinity of this place to the metropolis, where his prefence was then almoft
conftantly required, his Lordfhip being, at this peried, prime minifter
of Scotland. It has been faid, that when this edifice was finifhed, Lord
Tarbat, in the vanity of his heart, called it Kingflown; but the then
Vifcount of King/ffown complaining of this appellation, as a kind of u-
3 furpation
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furpation of his title, the name was changed to Royfloun, the firft {ylla-
ble of which, in French, fignifies King. This affertion is, however, ill
founded ; for, although the old name of this place was Ea/ler Grantoun,
or.the eafter half of the barony of Grantoun, it was ere&ed into a fepa-
rate barony, by the name of Royfloun, in g_%_, fome years before Lord
Tarbat purchafed the eftate. The ceilings of fome of the rooms are a-
-dorned with paintings in a good tafte ; and at the north weft corner of
the main building are.exteafive offices and ftables, erected by the great
Jobn Duke of Argyle and Greenwich, who, on becoming proprietor of
Grantoun and Royftoun, changed the name of the place to Caroline Park,
.in memory of the conﬁ)rt of George 11. to whom, while Princefs of Wales,
Ahis Duchefs had been Maid of Honour.

The earlieft poffeflors of Rog/feun, 1 have been able to trace, are the
Logans, a branch of the once potent houfe of Reffalrig; Andrew Logan oc-
curring as proprietor hereof in 1 5§80 *. In 1601, he fold the lands of Eaf-
ter Grantoun to Walter Henryfon, Writer to the fignet, whofe fon, Walter
Henryfon, afligned them in wadfett, in 1641, for L.1333:6:8, to one
David fobnkin, merchant in Edinburgh. His fecond fon, Fames Yobn-
.kin, obtained the property of thefe lands in 1652, by the refufal of Tho-
mas Henryfon to enter heir to Walter his father; but he did not long
keep poffeffion, felling them, in 1659, to Patrick Nicoll, merchant in
Edinburgh, who, in 1661, had Eafter Grantoun erefted, by charter under
‘the Great Seal, into a barony, to be called the barony of Ro_z/lawz. He
had an only daughter, Margaret, married 16th March 1665, to George
Graham younger of Inchbraco, an old cadet of the noble houfe of Mont-
rofe ; and on them he fettled Rogfloun in 1669. In 1683, they. fold

this

* Charta in publ. arch.---Andrex Logan, incole ville de Leith, et Eliz. Sandis,
fp. dimidietatis orientalis terrar. de Grantoun, 18th Feb. 1580.

+ A wadfet is a temporary.right, by which lands, or other heritable fubjeéts, are
impignorated by the proprietor to his creditor, in fecurity of his debt. Er/2. Inftit
tit. 8. c. 3. ' . 1
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this barony, and the golden acres, a piece of ground in the adjoining parilﬁ
of St Cuthberts, for the fumof L. 2311 : 2 : 23, to Sir George Mackenzie of
Tarbat, a crafty ftatefman, noted for his oppofition to the Duke of
Lauderdale, upon whofe downfal in 1678 he became Prime Minifter
of Scotland, and continued at the head of affairs till the Revolution.
He was created Vifcount of Tarbat by King Fames 1. in 1685, and ad-
-vanced to the dignity of Earl of Cromarty by Queen Anne in 1703, being
then Secretary of ftate, an office he foon afterwards refigned, on account
of his great age. Dying at his noble feat of New Tarbat in Rofs Shire,

17th Auguf}, 1714, =ta. 84. he was, in virtue of an entail executed by .
himfelf in 1688, fucceeded in the barony of Royfoun by his third fon
Sir Yames Mackenzie, created a Baronet in 1704, and made a Lord of
Seffion and Jufticiary, by the title of Lord Rogfloun, in 1710. His Lord-
fhip died oth November 1744, ®=ta. 73, having, under the pretext of
fittitious debts cliarged upon and affe@ing the eftate, obtained, in 1730,
an act of Parliament to enable him to fell Rojﬂawt, which he according-
. 1y did, for about L. 7000 *, to the great jobn Duke of Argyle and Green-
wich. This truly illuftrious nobleman refided fome time at this place ;
_and dying of a paralytic complaint, at his feat of Sudbrooke in Surry, on
the

* As the debts were ftated fo high as to exhauft the price, Lord Roy/foun thought
his heirs fecured from any challenge on that head; but after his death, his nephew
Sir George Mackensie of Cremarty, fubftitute in the entail, brought an adtion againft
his Lordthip’s grandfon and heir, Sir Fobs Stewart of Grasdtully, and the truftees
samed in the a& of Parliament, to give an account of the charge and difcharge, in or.
der to afcertain the refidue of the price, and apply the fame, in terms of the a&, in
the purchafe of lands to be entailed as thofe of Rogfloun were. The defence fet up
‘was, that the money for which the lands fold was more than exhaufted by the debts
named in the a&t; but to this it was anfwered, that they were fittitious. The de-
fenders, in reply, did not pretend to juftify thefe debts, but contended, that the Court
of Seffion had no authority to queftion or canvafs their truth, after an a& of Parlia-
ment had declared that they were to be ftated as exhaufting the purchafe money ; and
this defence was fuftained by that Court. However, upon an appeal to the houfe of
Lords, the judgement of the Court of Seffion was reverfed, and Sir Fobsn Stewarz o-

bliged to account.
C
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the 4th of Offober, 1743, in the 65th year of his age, his property in
this parifh devolved upon his eldeft daughter, Caroline, Baronefs of
Greenwich and Courtefs Dowager of Dalkeith, who poflefles Grantoun
and Royfloun in liferent, the fee being in her only furviving fon, Henry
Duke of Buccleughs

North weft from Royfloun, a garden only intervening, ftands Gran-
toun houfe, a pi¢turefque building, fituated on the fummit of a rocky
height on the fea-coaft, commanding a pleafant view up the frith, and
fereened by lofty trees from the eafterly winds, fo difagreeable in this
. part of the country. Neither date nor infcription can be found to de-
note the period when this edifice was built ; but, from the ftile of ar.
chite®ure, it appears to have been ereéted not long after the Englith
invafion in 1544, (meationed at p. 13.) in which, probably, the old houfe
was deltroyed. Grantous was formerly a very commodious and pleaf-
- ant manfion, but is now falling to decay *.

From the writs of the lands of Grantoun it appears, that in 1479 they
belonged to Fobn Melvill of Carnbee in Fife, as he obtained a charter
thereof from Jobn Lord Melvill dated 20th November that year. 4+ His
fon and fucceffor, Fobn Mekvill of Carnbee, was killed at the battle of
Flowden gth September 1513,1 and this family continued in poffeflion
of the lands of Grantoun till 1592, when Sir JFobn Meluill, younger of

Cambee,

¢ Grantoun was laft ocoupxed by Richard Norris, fon of Admiral Sir Yobu Norrés.
He was made a captain of the Royal Navy, 7th O&. 1735, failed in 1940 with Lord
Anfon on his voyage round the werld as commander of the Glouceffer, but quitted
“the {quadron at Madeira, and returned home, having obtained leave to do fo, on pre-
tence of bad health. He commanded the E/féx in the engagement off Toulon in 1744,
where he behaved in fo pufillanimous a manner, that he thought proper te abfcond,
and was on that account difmiffed the King’s fervice, and difinherited by his father.
He married Mifs Crofbse, a niece of the Duchefs of Argyle and Greenwich, and dy-
ing in obfcurity at Edinburgh, 3d March 1978, was buried at Cramond, where his
wife had been interred 20th Yanwary 1772.
.+ There appears to be fome miftake here as the title of Lord Mefvil/was not grant-

ed till 1616. Fobm Lord Rofs of Halkbead and Melvill is probably meant.

1 Douglas\s Baronage of Scotland, p. 527~ 529, where is a long, though incorreét,

account of this family.
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‘GRANTOUR. 19

Carnbee #, and Alifos Rofs his {poufe, fold them to one Mr jobn Rufel.
Ruffel, in 1603, alienated them for L. 1277: §5: 6} to Sir Alexander Gib-
Jon of Darie in Fife, by whom, in 161 3, they were fold, for L. 1866: 13: 4.
to Sir Jobn Arnot of Berfwick. Jobn Araot of Woodmiln, grandfon of
Sir jobn, in 1619, fold Grantoun to Sir Thomas Hope of Craighall, after.
wards his Majefty’s Advocate for Scotlund, ftiled, by an eminent cotems
porary +, '

Masime Phebigenim! magni laus prima Senatis !

Lima fori! titulis major, Mopwee ! tribus.

This great lawyer made Grantour his principal place of refidence, par-
ticularly during the ftruggles between Charles I. and the Covenanters,
of which party he was reckoned the moft able counfellor, being engaged
in their intereft as well from inclination, as out of gratitude, they having
been the firft founders and promoters of his fortune and fame. Dying in
1646, he was fucceeded by his eldeft fon Sir Foba Hope of Craighall,
whofe fon and fucceflor Sir Thomas, in 1656, fold Grantoun to his uncle
Sir Alexander Hope, who, in his youth,- had been cupbearer to Cbarles L.
Sir Alexander died at Grantoun in Feb. 1680, t¢ta. 69, having, before hig
death, fold this-eftate to his nephew Fobn Hope of Hopeteun, who, in
March 1682, (two months before he perithed at fea on a voyage from
England with the Duke of 2or#), alienated Grantoun to his brother Sir
William Hope, afterwards of Balcowie, Knt. and Bart. one of the moft
accomplifhed cavaliers of the age, highly diftinguithed for knowledge
of horfemanfhip and fkill in the art of defence, on each of which fub.
jeéts he publifhed a celebrated treatife.

"He did not long keep pofleffion of Gramsous, felling it, in 1688, to
Siv William Paterfon, eldeft fon of Yobx Paterfon Bithop of Rofy from
1662 to 1679, and brother of Jobn Paterfon the laft Archbithop of Glaf-
' Ca2 Fow,

~

* Yt appears that this Sir Fobn Melvill had been inhibited by his father, but had
procured the inhibition to be declared null on account of fome informality in the exe-

cution, and that he gave to the purchafer of Grantoun, warrandice over the lands of
Carnbee. ‘
- 1 Dr Artbur Jobuflon, phyfician to King Charles 1.
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Sir Hugb Macculloch of Piltoun, defcended from the family of Cadbole
in the County of Rofs, acquired an ample fortune in the profeffion of a
merchant in Edinburgh, and died 6th Aug. 1688, =ta. 70*, leaving the
lands of Piltounin fee, (the life-rent being fecured to his reli&t, Dame
Fean Gibfon, who married, 6th Sep. 1695, Fobn third Lord Lindores,
and died in 1712 1,) to his kinfman Fames Macculloch, who, in 1690,
made purchafe of the eftate of  Mulderg in Rofs-fhire. His eldeft fur-
viving fon, David Macculloch of Mulderg, died without iffue in 1755,
haviog, in. 5716, fold Piltoun for L. 6000, to Thomas Fairbolm of Kin-
glafr, grandlon of Fobn Fairbolm of Craigiehall in the county of Lin-
kthgow., Mr Fairbolm did net long keep poffeffion of Piltoun, his cre-
ditors difpofing of it, in 1527, to George Ainflie, merchant at Bourdeaux
in France, dofcended from Fobn de Ainfley of Daolpbingtoun in Roxburgh-
fBire, one of the magnates Scotia who were compelied to {wear fealty to
Edward 1. when that monarch invaded this kingdom in 1296 .

Gearge Ainflic of Piltoun died at Bourdeaux 11th Aug, 1773, leaving
by his wife Jecan, daughter of Sir Philip dAnfiruther, of Anfirutherfield in
Fife, (fifter of Chbriftina Countefs. of Traquair) five daughters, and three
fons, 1. Sir Pbilip Ainflie of Piltoan; 2. Major General George Ainflie,
Colonel of the 13th regiment of infantry, Lieutenant Governor of the
Scilly Iflands, and one of the ftaff officers attending his R. H. the Duke
of York on the continent, and 3. Sir Rodert Ainflic, who having recom-
.mended himfelf ftrongly to Government by feveral important fervices, par
ticularly by finding means to procure, out of the Due d® Aiguillon's office,
copies of the difpatches fent by the court of France to that of Madrid, at
the critical period of the Faltland Iflands affair, was, in 1773, appoint-
ed ambaflador from Britain to the Ottoman Porte, a ftation he ftill fills

with

* Monumental infcription in the Grajyfriars church-yard, Edinburgh. This fa-
mily bore for arms, Erm. a fret engraxled G. Creft, an Ermine. Motto, Sine macula.

4+ Seffion Records.

3 Douglas’s Baronage of Scotland, p. 300—302, where the defcent of this family,

for no lefs than fixteen generations, is clearly deduced from Thomas de Ainflie, who
flourithed in the reiga of William the Lyon.
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with great ability. Sir Philip Ainflic of Piltoun, the eldeft fon, began
his military carreerin 1754, as fub-lieutenant and adjutant of the fecond
troop of Harfe Grenadier Guards, in. which he rofe, by due gradations,
to the rank of Major. In 1762, when hoftilities commenced betwixt
Spain and Portygal, on account of the fupport given by the latter to
-Britain, be was appointed Lieutenant Colonel of the Portugueze cavalry,
and one of the Aides de Camp to his S. H. Prince Charles of Mecklenburgh
Strelitz, who commanded their troops as Lieutenant General. After his
return from the continent, Sir Phikip was conftituted Lieutenant Colonel
of the 4th regiment of horfe, (now the 7th Drag'oon Guards), at which:
time he was hoooured, by his prefent Majefty, with the order of Knight--
hood ; but meeting with fome caufe of d¥guft, he thought proper in 1787,
to retire from the fervice ®. He made purehafe of confiderable part of the
valuable barony of Craiglieth, in the parith of St. Cushberts ; and having
marvied the Hon. Mils Elizadeth Gray, fifth daughter of Jobn, twelfth: -
Lotd Gray, had iffue by her, (who died 24%h Auguff 1387, and was bu.
ried at Gramond), three fons, and four daughters.—~This antient and
honourable family bear for arms Ar. a crofs floree, S. Creft, a dexter hand
grafping a fcymetar, proper. Motto, Pro rege pro patria. Supporters,.
Two Knights, armed at all points, with lanees, &c.

Weft from Granteun, in the center of a fertile and extenfive demefne;.
upwards of 300 acres of which lie quite compa&, and free from the inter-
fe@ion of public roads, an advantage no proprietor in this parifh, the Ear}¥
of Rofeberry alone excepted, can boalt of, is Muirboufe; the feat, of’
Williami Davidfon, Efq. This manfien, ere@ed about the year 1640, is a
large and lofty building, four ftories in height, fituated in the midft of
extenfive gardens, and prefenting a wide front to the fouth. Three noble
avenues, ‘each nearly half a mile'in length, formed of old oaks, limes, und:
other ftately trees, lead to the houfe from the W. N. and E. the gate

: e termipating

* Inforpation moft readily and politely communicated by Sir P. Ainflie, who was
Hkewife at the trouble of procuring for me the perufal of the writs of Piltosa..



" learned Sir David Dalrymple of Hailes has, in the firft volume of his An-
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terminating the latter, being ornamented with two griffins, executed in
a mafterly manner, in allufion to Mr Davidfon’s armorial bearing, which
has two of thefe animals for fupporters. The grounds reach down to
the fhore, where the banks are high, and'covered with beautiful and
thriving plantations, moftly laid out by the prefent worthy proprie-
tor, who has paid great attention to the embellifhment of this place,
which every circumftance contributes to render a moft defirable refi-
dence.

In the early periods of the Scottifh monarchy, when the feudal {yf-
tem operated in full force, and the Sovereign was little more than the
principal baron of the kingdom, his revenues arofe chiefly from his own
landed poffeflions. Among thefe was included a confiderable portion of
this parith, Muirboufe and Cramond Regis conftituting part of the royal
demefne ; and it would feem that there was a royal refidence at the for-
mer, from the original charter of this barony by King Robert Bruce, to
the brave Sir William Glipbant of Aberdalgy, by way of excambion for"
a piece of ground within the inclofure of Kincardine Park. This char-
ter, which is one of the oldeft writs depofited in the Regifier-office, and
has no date, (though fuppofed, from particular circumftances, to have
been granted about 1316 or 1320), runs in thefe terms, “ Robertus, &c.
“ Sciatis nos dediffe, conceffiffe, et bac prefenti cbarta nofira confirmafle
« Willielmo Olyfaunt Militi dileCto et fideli nofiro, totam terram nofiram
“ de Muirhoule cum pertinent. infra vicecom. de Edinburgo in excambium
“ pro quadam petia terra quam Joannes de Baliolo cepit infra clausuram
% parci de Kincardine in lie Mernis, ez qdam terram diClo parco volumus
“ remanere.” Now, it is fcarcely poffible that thefe lands could have had
the name of Muirboufe, if there had been no houfe on them belonging
to his Majefty ; and tradition relates, that there was a hunting feat of
the King’s here. Sir William Olipbant dying 3d Feb. 1329, was fuc-
ceeded by his fon Sir Walter Oliphant of Aberdalgy, who married
Elizabeth, daughter, as is faid, of King Robert Bruce, though the late

nals,
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nals, p. 153. ftarted fome well founded doubts whether fhe was actual-
ly daughter of that great monarch. They had a fon, #alter Olipbant of
Aberdalgy, whofe eldeft fon and fucceflor, Sir fobn Olipbant of Aberdalgy
dying about the year 1420, was fucceeded by his fon Sir William, one
of the hoftages for the ranfom of King j\ame: L. in 1424. Sir Fobn Olipbant
fon and fucceflor of Sir William, was killed at the battle of Arbroath in
1455; and was fucceeded by his eldeft fon Sir Laurence, who had the
bonour of being raifed to the peerage, by the title of Lord Olipbant be-
fore 1458, and died in the 1500. Jobn, fecond Lord Olipbant, his eld-
eft fon, died in 1516; and his two fons, Colin Mafter of Olipbant, and Lau-
rence Abbot of Inchaffray, having been killed in his lifetime at Flow-
den, gth September 1513, he was fucceeded by his grandfon Laurence
. third Lord Olipbant, who died 26th March 1566. His eldeft fon and
fucceflor, Laurence fourth Lord Oliphant, died in 1592, and his eldeft fon
Laurencehaving perithed at fea going over to the Low Countries, in 1583,
the title devolved upon his grandfon, Laurence fifth Lord Oliphant, who,
by a courfe of extravagance, fquandered away almoft the whole of the
extenfive property he inherited from his anceftors®.

Muirboufe was fold by this {pendthrift, about the year 1616 after it
had been 300 years in the diret line of his family, to a cadet thereof, Sir.
William Olipbant of Newton, at that time both a Lord of Seffion and
King’s Advocate, who died 13th 4p. 1628, ®ta. 77 1. He fettled Muirboxfe
upon his eldeft fon, Sir Fames Oliphant of Newton, who was created a ba-
ronet 28th Fuly 1629, and on the 3d of Nov. following made a Lord of
Seffion ; but having murdered his gardener by fhooting him with a hag-
but, he was, in 1632, expelled from the bench. He married Marjory,
daughter of —Grabam of Inchbraco, and by her, befides other children
had a fon and fucceffor Sir Fames Olipbant of Newton, born 20th Octob.
1612, who in a drunken fit ftabbed his mother with a fword in her own

D houfe,

* Douglas’s Peerage, 536—528. Crawfords Peerage, 377—380.
+ Monument in the Grayfriars church, Edisburgh.
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houfe, fo as to occafion her death. He thereupon fled into Ireland, dil-
pofed of all his landed property, and died in great penury and wretch-
ednefs®. i

Muirboufe was purchafed in 1631, by Fobn Hamilton, apothecary in
Edinburgh, who dying about 1654, was fucceeded by his eldeft fon,

. William Hamilton of Muirboufe, born gth Mar. 1634, who about 1662
fold this eftate, and in his old age fell into a fituation fo diftrefsful, that
in 1695 feveral heritors of the parith of Cramond prefented a recommen-
dation in his favour to the Kirk Seffion, fetting forth, ¢ that taking into.
“ their confideration the low and deplorable eftate of William Hamilton,
« fometime of Muirboufe, who was born and bred in this parifh, and
« that it confifted with their knowledge that he had a numerous family
« off fmall children, and that by God’s providence he had not where-
“ with to maintain and educate them, therefore they found themfelves
% obliged in confcience and credit to. give him what affiftance they could
“ towards the relief and fupport of him, his wife, and children; and for
“ this purpofe defired the Seffion would allow him a weekly penfion of
“ half a crown:” which was accordingly granted, with fome reftric-

" tions +.

The barony of Muirboufe was purchafed by Fobn Denbolm, fon of Ro-
bert Denbolm of Weflfbiels in the county of Lanark ; he married Catbe-
rine, daughter of Fobn Nairn of Goldingboufe, brother of Robert Lord
Nairn, and his fon and fucceflor, Robert Denbolm of Muirboufe, a-
bout 1672, fold this eftate to Fames Hunter of Muirboufe, one of the fa-
culty of Advocates, who died, in bankrupt circumftances, in. 1697,
His eldeft fon Alexander, (who was one of the Captains, of the Militia
of the county of Edinburgh in 1689). having declined to enter heir to
“his father, the creditors fold Muirboufe, towards the end of the laft cen-

tury,

*® Scotflarvet’s Staggering State of the Scots Statefmen, 139, 140. Gilmour and Fal-

comer’s Decifions ad ann. 1663. Regifter of Baptifms of Edinburgh.
+ Seffion Records.
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tury, to Robert Watfon of Dambead, merchant in Edinburgh, defcended
from the ancient family of Saughton®. He died in 1708, and was fuc-
ceeded by his eldeft furviving fon, Robert Watfon of Muirboufe, born
29th Aug. 1698, who married Henrietta daughter of William Baillie of
Lamington ; but dying without male iffue in 1722, =ta. 24, the eftate
devolved on his next brother, Fobn Watfon of Muirboufe, then fettled as
a merchant in Glafgow. He married the Hon. Mifs Anne Mackay, (on-
ly daugbter of the fecond marriage of George third Lord Reay), by
whom he had a daughter, Fanet, married to Alexander Rocbheid of Inver-
leith, and two fons, Robert, his {ucceflor, and George Watfon, born 26th
Fan. 1732, appointed a captain of the Royal Navy 11th Dec. 1759, who
died unmarried in 1771, ®ta. 4o0. Jobn Watfon of Muirboufe dying
14th Jan. 1774, ®ta. 73, was fucceeded by his only furviving fon, Ro-
bert Watfon of Muirboufe, born 26th Fune 1727, who ferved many years
in the army, particularly in Germany during the war; and was Lieute-
nant Colonel of the 25th regiment of infantry, one of the aides de camp
to the King, Deputy Governor of Portfmeuth, and a Lieutenant General.
He was obliged, by a heavy load of debt contracted by his father and
by himfelf, in confequence of attending more to the diGtates of his own
generous heart than to the fuggeftions of prudence, to difpofe of the ba-
rony of Muirboufe, and to retire to the Earl of Moron’s feat of Aberdour
in Fife, where he died 10th May 1791, ®ta. 64, leaving the poor remains
of his once ample fortune to two of his fervants.

D2 From

® He married Mary, daughter of Sir Robert Baird of Saughtonball Bart. and by
ter had feveral children. Their eldeft daughter, Elzabeth, born 23d Feb. 1690,
married 27th O&. 1712 to Robert Dundas of Arnifioun, Member of Parliament for |
the county of Edinburgh, King’s Advocate, and Lord Prefident of the Seffion,
was mother of Robert Dundas of Arnifioun, (born 29th Fuly 1713) alfo Member of
Parliarent for the county of Edindurgh, King's Advocate, and Lord Prefident of the
Seffion ; and grandmother of Robert Dundas of Arnifioun, who at prefent fills with
great ability the important ftations of Member of Parliament for the county of Edin-
burgh and King’s Advocate. A fingular inftance of the reprefentatives of one family,
for three fucceflive generations, rifing to firft rate profeffional knowledge, rank, and
practice,
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From him Muirboufe was purchafed in 1776, by William Davidfon
Efq. many years one of the moft confiderable merchants at Rotterdam
in Holland. He had retired from bufinefs for fome years before he ac-
quired this fine feat, where he ufually paffes the fummer and autumn
months ; dividing the winter feafon betwixt his pleafant villa at High-.
bury in Middlefex, and his houfe in Red Lion Square, London, in the focie-
ty of a numerous circle of friends,among whom are to be reckoned fome
of the firft chara&ers in the nation, in point of rank, wealth, abilities,
and learning. He bears for arms, Az. on a chevron, O. between two ftars
in chief, and a pheon in bafe, Ar..a fleur de lis, G. Creft, a pheenix in
flames, proper, “Supporters, two griffins, proper. Motto, Viget in cinere
virtus.

South from Muirboufe, in the midft of a compad, extenfive, and va-
luable eftate is Drylaw houfe, prefently occupied by Robert Blair, Efq.
Solicitor-General of Scotland. From three charters in the Regifter Office,
it appears that Drylaw for a long period belonged to the Forreffers.
Sir _Jobn Forrefter of Corflorpbine, Lord High Chamberlain of Scotland,
in 1406 fettled Drylaw upon his brother Thomas Forre¢fler, but he dying
. without iffue, thefe lands reverted to Sir Fobn, who thereupon obtained.a
charter of them, bearing date 4th Feb. 1424. Hisgreat grandfon Sir Alexan-
der Ferrefter hadacharterof the whole barony of Cerfforphine, the landsof
Drylaw, &c. dated 12th Sept. 1533 ; and was fucceeded by his fon Yames
Forrefter of Corflorpbine *. Elizabeth Forrefler, daughter of this Fames,
was married to David Viacgill of Nifbet, Cranfloun Riddel, and Drylaw,
from whence it would appear fhe brought him this eftate as her portion.

This

praitice, and enjoying, as it were by inheritance, the higheft honours in the power
of their Sovereign to confer, or of their countrymen to beftow.—Major General Da-
vid Watfon, youngeft fon of Robert Watfon of Muirboufe, rofe, by his merit, to the
office of Quarter Mafter General of the forces in Scot/and, and died Colonel of the
38th regiment of infantry at Loados jth Nov. 1761, unmarried.

* Douglas’s Peerage, 371, 273.
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This David Macgill, (who was {econd fon of Sir Fames Macgill, Provoft
of Edinburgh), reckoned ope of the moft able lawyers in Scotland, and a
zealous partizan of Queen Mary, occurs frequently in the hiftories of the
turbulent period of her teign, wherein he is éenerally Ttiled the Laird
of Drylaw. In 1582, he was appointed Advocate to King Fames VI.
an office he held till 6th Feb. 1 595, when Sir Thomas Hamilton being
conjoined with him, he took that fo much to heart, as to die of grief
-afew days afterwards. His fon and heir, David Macgill of Cranftoun
Riddel and Drylaw was, 8th May 1597, appo‘intcd a Lord of Seffion,
and dying in 1607, was fucceeded by his fon, Sir Fames Macgill, who'
was created a Baronet 18th Fuly, 1627, made a Lord of Seffion 3d Nov.
1629, and raifed to the Peerage, by the titles of Vifcount Oxfurd, and
Lord Macgill of Coufland, 19th Ap. 1651 +. His Lordfhip died in 1663, -
having, by difpofition dated ad and G6th 4p. 1641, fold the lands of
Eafler and Wefter Drylaw to Fames Loch, a confiderable merchant in
. Edinburghb. This James Loch of Drylaw married Ifobel Macmatbh, by
whom he had a fon and fucceffor, Fames Loch of Drylaw, born 3d May,
1650, and married to Ifobel daughter of George Foulis of Ravelffoun.
Their eldeft furviving fon, George Loch of Drylaw, born 28th Mar. 1678,
inherited the eftate at his father’s death in 1690, married 3cth Sepr. b e i
1697, his coufin Fean, daughter o/?:Sir Jobn Foulis of Ravelfioun, Bart A fsre. " /ff
and was fucceeded by his eldeft fon, Fames Loch of Drylaw, born 13th
Aug. 1698. This gentleman was a perfon of a reclufe difpofition, and
lived in a retired manner, immerfed in mathematical and mechanical
purfuits, till 1748, when he married Frasces, daughter of the Hon. #il-
liam Erfkine, brother of the fourth Earl of Bucban. By her, who died
of a fever in 1750, he had a daughter, Margaret, married in 1768, to
Fames Loch of Herdman/bicls, and a fon George, who fucceeded to the
eftate of Drylaw, a§ his father’s death in 1759. This young gentleman
refided feveral years abroad, from whence he returned a worthy and re-]
‘ fpe&able

1 Dosglas’s Peerage, 534—536.
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fpeGtable charader, and fettled at Drylawin 1979 *, having in that year
efpoufed Fean, daughter of Fobn Adam, of Blair, M. P. by whom he had
five fons,  and one daughter. He was obliged, on account of heavy in-
cumbrances affecting the eftate, and other untoward circumftances, to a-
lienate bis extenfive property in this parith, to William Ramfay of Barn-
zoun, in 1786, after it had been nearly a century and a half in his family ;
_and he did not long furvive this alienation, which, it is faid, gave a fevere
fhock to his fpirits, dying at Richmond in Surry, 27th Fune 1788, =ta.
39
fwans, naiant in lochs, (in allufion to the name) proper, in the flanches.
Creft, 2 {wan devouring a perch, proper. Motto, Affiduitate, non defidia.

Eafler Drylaw, in this parifh, long belonged to a family of the name
of Stalker. At Cramonda monument is ereted to the memory of Jobs
Stalker of Eafter Drylaw, who died 6th Fed. 1608, @ta. 60, having on
the capital a fhield charged with a faltire between four leaves. A de-
fcendant of his, Fobun Stalker of Eafler Drylaw, + about 1638, fold
thefe lands to Sir-Fames Macgill, proprietor of Wefter Drylaw, by
whom, in 1641, they were difponed to Fames Loch, Efq. as before men-
tioned.—In the public regifters is a charter of the lands of Drylaw Co.

This family bear for arms, Ar. a Saltire engrailed S, between two

Edinburgh to George Douglas, commendator of the Abbey of Aberbro-

thock, bearing date 2d Mar. 1572,
To the S. of Drylaw, lic the lands of Grotthill, which, in 1350, were
granted

* Drylaw was, for feveral years preceding 1779, poflefled by Lady Margaret
Wemyfs, reli® of Fames gth Earl of Murray, an excellent and hofpitable lady. She
died there 31ft Aug. 1779, much regretted.

t+ A younger fon of this Jobn Stalker accompanying Andrew Lord Frager in the
army of the Covenanters to Aberdeen-/bire, had the misfortune to be taken prifoner
by the royalifts in the battle fought near Turreff in May 1639. After the engage-
ment was over, he was put to death in cold blood by Sir Yebn Gordos of Haddo,
and Yobn Gordon his fervant, for which they were indicted to ftand trial before the
Court of Jufticiary ; this caufe however did not come on, Haddo being conviéted of
high treafon, and executed at Edinburgh 16th ?’uly 1644.--M. S. Excerpts from the
Jutticiary records.
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granted by Henry Multer, burgefs of Edinburgh, in free, pure, and per-
petual alms, to God and the altar of St Zoba the Baptift in the church of
the blefled Virgin Mary of Edinburgh, and to a chaplain officiating
therein, for the falvation of his foul, and of thofe of his anceftors and
fucceffors; as appears from a copy of a charter, granted by Henry de
Brade, (chief of a confiderable family in Midbtbian), confirming and
approving of the above grant of thefe lands, of which he was the fupe-
rior, dated on the Thurfday before the feaft of St Luke, the fame year..
This charter narrates that whereas the faid Henry Multer held thefe
lands of him (Henry de Brade), for payment of a pair of white gloves iw
name of quit rent, and with the exception of fix acres of arable land af-
ﬁgned for the payment of thirty pence to the King for the ward of the
caftle of Edinburgh, he refigned all claim he or his heirs could have to
the faid pair of gloves; and likewife, for the falvation of his own foul
and of thofe of his anceftors and fucceflors, he dire&ed that the faid fum
of thirty pencefhould, infuture, belevied fromhislands of Brade, and that
the lands of Groeehill fhould be freed from payment thereof in all time
coming.—— Robert, Multer, fon of Henry, confirmed the grant made by
his deceafed father, by a charter dated 23d Fan. 1362 *. Dominus Ricar-
dus Laufone, canon of the collegiate church of St Giles in Edinburgh,
and prebend of Grotthill in the faid church, for augmenting the revenue
" of the faid benefices five fhillings per annum more than thefe lands. of
Grotthill paid before to himfelf and his predeceffors, granted in feu farm
to that careful perfon (provido viro) Walter Scott, burgefs of Edinburgh,
the King’s baker, and his heirs whatever, the faid lands of Grozzhill in
the parith of Cramond, bounded on the E. by the lands of the Lord of
Innerleith, on the S. by the lands of Lord Lindfay of the Byres and the
faid Lord of Innerleith, and on the W. by the lands of Craigcrook and
Raleftoun ( Ravelftoun.) This grant has no date, but I fhould fuppofe it
: took

* Father Hay's colle@lions, M. S. in the Library of the Faculty of Advocates. in,
Edinburgh.
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took place towards the end of the 15th century, foon after which Grozt-
bill came into the poffeflion of the Adam/fons of Craigcrook, and continu-
ed in that family till about 1640, when it was fold to Sir Fobn Smith of
Grotthill, Lord Provoft of Edinburgh in 1642 and 1643. In 1683, his
fon jobn Smith difpofed of the lands of Grotthill to James Loch of Dry-
law, and they have ever fince remained annexed to that eftate. In 1398
the rent of Grotthill was 5 merks, or L. 3:6:8 Sc.

To the S. W. of Drylaw, in a hollow at the foot of Cor/florphine hill,
which here makes a turn or crook to the eaftward, whence the name is
derived, ftands Craigcrook, apparently the moft antient edifice in the
parifh, though the date of its eretion cannot eafily be alcertained. It
was probably built early in the fixteenth century, by one of the Adam-
Jon family, who were long proprietors of this place. Over the outer gate
of the court yard is the date 1621, and a fhield of arms, on which no-
thing is now vifible, except a mullet in the fefs point, which, with three
ctofs croflets fitchée, compofed the armorial bearing of the Adamfons of
Craigcrook. o ,

It would appear that Craigcrook formerly belonged to the noble fa-
mily of Grabam ; fince in Father Hay's colleCtion of Charters, there is pre-
ferved a copy of a refignation made by Patrick de Grabham, Lord of Kin-
punt, and David de Grabam, Lord of Dundaf, of all right or claim they
could have to the lands of Craigcrook, in favour of Fobn de Allyncrum,
burgefs of Edinburgh, bearing date oth Ap. 1362. Allyncrum imme-
diately fettled the whole of thefe lands upon a chaplain officiating at
the altar of the blefled virgin Mary, in the church of St Giles in Edin-
burgh, and his fucceflors for ever, each fucceflor to be nominated by the
magiftrates of that city within two months after the death of the pre-
ceding chaplain, * Ad bonorem Dei, beatx Marie Virginis matris fue,
“ et omnium fanllorum, et pro fulute gnimarum recolende memoria Domini
* Roberti D.G. dudum Regis Scotorum illuflris, e¢ Domine Elizabethz Regi-

“ ne et fponfx fue, et pro falubri flatu et profpero excellentiffimi principis
(1} et
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“ et domini mei Domini Davidis, D. G. Regis Scotorum, ez Domini Wil-
¢ lielmi Comitis de Douglas, et Domine Matguerite fponfe fux, necnon
“ Archibaldi Douglas Militis, quamdiu egerunt in bumanis, et pro falute a-
“ nimarum fuarum cum ab bac luce migraverint, et animarum omnium an-
“ tecefforum et fuccefforum fuoram; et etiam pro falute animarum burgen-
* fium et communitatis burgi de Edinburgo, omnium antecefforum et fuccef-
© forum fuorum; animarum patris mei et matris mea, fratrum, fororum, pa-
“ rentum, et amicorum meorum, ac corum de quibus deligui aliqualiter in
* boc mundo, filiorum et filiarum meorum ; necnen pro falute anime mee et
‘ anime Johann®e fPonfx mee, et animarum omaium fidelium defunctorum.”
From aregifter of the annualrents of the church of St. Giles in Edin-
burgh, and the altars therein, made by order of the magiftrates and
principal burgefles of that city, in 1368, it appears that the rental of
Craigcrook then amounted to L.6: 6 : 8 Sc. per annum. Eight years
afterwards, the aldermen, bailies, and community of Edinburgh granted
to Patrick Leper, and Jobn Leper his fon and heir, and their heirs, in
feu-farm (fedifirmam ), the lands of Craigcrook, on condition of their
paying from thence the annualrent of L. 6 : 6 : 8 Sc. for the fupport of
the altar of the blefled Virgin Mary, and of the chaplains officiating
there, in equal portions at the two ufual terms in the year, sth March 1376.
The faid Jobn Leper, however, refigned the whole ecclefiaftical lands of
Craigcrook to jobn de Hill, chaplain, and his fucceflors, chaplains at the
faid altar, 4th Now. 1428. In 31540, Siv Simon Prefion of Craigmillar,
Provoft of Edinburgh, made a refignation of thefe lands into the hands of
Sir Edward Marjoribanks, Prebend of Craigcrook. Marjoribanks, the
following year, let them in feu-farm to George Kirkaldy, brother of Sir
Fames Kirkaldy of Grange, Lord High Treafurer of Scotland, for pay-
ment of L.27:6: 8 Sc. 13th Dec. 154x. But Kirkaldy having re-
figned Craigcrook to Sir Edward, 19th. Fune 1543, thefe lands were the
fame day affigned by Marjoribanks, with confent of the Provoft and
chapter of the collegiate church of St. Giles, in feu-farm and heritage
E for
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for ever, to William Adamfon, burgefs of Edinburgh, and Fanet Napier
his fpoufe, and their heirs,

This William Adamfon of Craigcrook poffefled the moft confiderable
eftate in this parifh in his days, his property extending from Craiglieth
to Cammo, and comprehending Grotthill, Craigerook, Clermifton, Soutl-
Jfeld, and part of Cramond Regis. He was flain, along with his kinfman
Alesander Napier of Merchiflon, at the battle of Pinkie, 1oth Sep. 1547,
and was {ucceeded by his grandfon William Adamfon of Graigcrook, who
was ferved heir 8th March 1559. He died in 1599, and was fucceeded
by his fon William Adamfon of Craigcrook, who had iffue a fon and heir,
William Adamfon of Craigcrook, barn 13th Now. 1614. This laft #il-
liam was ferved heir to his father in 1621, and died before 16th May
1656, when Robert Adamfon his fon was ferved heir; but not long after-
wards he difpofed of bhis extenfive property in this parifh to different
'perfons. | '

From him Craigc‘rook was purchafed, in 1659, by jobn Mein, mer-
chant in Edinburgh, Margaret Howie his wife, and Fobn Mein his fon.
This laft Fobn married, 16th Feb. 1662, Gatbarins, daughter of Fames
Loch of Drylaw; but dying foon thereafter without iﬂ'ue;, was fucceeded
by bis brother Patrick Mein of Craigcrook, who was ferved heir 2sth
May, 1669, and on the 14th of Fuly following, fold this eftate to Fobn
Hall, one of the bailies, and afterwards Lord Provolt of Edinburgh.- He

was created a baronet 8th O&. 1687 ; and having acquired the exten-

five barony of Dungla/s in the county of Haddington, till enjoyed by his
defcendants, he fold Craigcrook in 1682 to Walter Pringle, adyocate,
whofe fon jobn Pringle of Craigcrook was ferved heir 25th Sept. 1685.
This gentleman, in 1698, difpofed of Craigcrook to jobn Strachan, writer
to his. Majefty’s figuet, who died. about the year 1719, leaving bis whole
- property real and peifonal, viz. Craigcrook, North Clermifton, and Bod-
“doms, a houfe in Edinburgh, and certain fums of money, mortified for
charitable purpofes.®
"He
* Writs of the eftate, charte in publ. arch. &c.
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He executed two Deeds of Mortification, both regiftered in the books
of Council and Seffion ; the firft of which is as follows. '

BE it kend to all men be thir prefents, me Yobn Strackan of Craigcrook, writer to

the fignet, for as much as God in his goodnefs (to whom I give thanks) has .
blefled my pains and induftrie ; therefore, out of ane thankful commemoration of his .
kindnefs and love to me, I have mortified and difponed, and even be thir prefents I
mortify and difpone, for charitable and pious ufes, all lands, heritages, fums of mo-
ney and other goods and geay that fhall happen to belong to me, the tyme of my de-
ceafe; and that none of my relations or neareft of kin may have power to quarrel
with what I either have or fhall do with my fortune, in haill or in part, for reafons
and caufes known to myfelf, I doe by thir prefents preclude and debarr them, and all
that may pretend right from them any manner of way, from having accefs to, or in-
tromiffion with, or infpeQion of, any lands, heritages, filver, goods and gear what-
fomever pertaining and belonging to me the tyme of my deceafe, any manner of
way for ever. Accordingly, I think fit to leave, and be thir prefents I doe leave, to
William Strachan my brother the fum of 60oc merks Scotch, payable yearly in 200
merks, out of the rent of my lands and annualrents of my money, and no otherwife.
As alfo I leave to Margaret Strachan daughter to the faid William, {poufe to Wii-
liam Campbeil Litfter in Basff, the fum of 6co merks money forefaid, to be payed
yearly in 200 merks out of the faid rents of lands and annualrents. And ficklyke, I
leave to Agnes Fulton my fifter’s daughter, fpoufe to Mr Danzel/ Gslchrift minifter at
Lintous, the like fum of 600 merks money forefaid, and payable yearly in manner
above {pecified, and conformeas the other two are to be payed, and no otherwife; and
for ever debarr them be thir prefents, from all further accefs or right to any thing
pertaining to me the time of my deceafe. And farder I the faid Jobn Stracban here-
by declare all former deeds done in favor of the fornamed perfons, or my neareft of
kin, by word or writes, void and null, for now and ever, as if the famen had never
. been made nor granted. Providing always, like as it is exprefsly provided and declared,
that it fhall be leafome and lawful to me the faid Jobn Strachan at any time during
life, etzam in articulo mortis, by word or wryte, to alter thir prefents in haill or in part,
and difpenfes with the not delivery thereof. And for the more fecurity I confent to
the regiftration hereof in the books of Council and Seffion, or in any other judges
book competent, therein to remain for prefervation ; and to that effect conftitute Mr
Matthew Mackell, Advocate, my procurator. In witnefs whereof I have written and
fubfcribed thir prefents with my hand, at Edindurgh 20th July 1710, (Recorded
27th Mar. 19721.)  ° |

The fecond is of the following tenor.

Be it known to all men be thir prefeats, me Fobn Strachan of Cra:gcrool for
as much as God in his goodnefs (to whom I give thanks) has blefled me in my
pains and induftrie in my employment, I doe, out of an thankful refentment and

commemoration
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commemoration of his kindnefs and love to me, and withal, that none of my relations
or neareft of kin may have right to what fhall happen in land or money to belong to
me the time of my deceafe, except what I have left or may leave under my hand ;
therefore I doe debarr and preclude them therefrom upon confiderations known to
me; and be thir prefents, Gipon the provifions, reftritions, and limitations, underwrit-
ten, I the faid Fobn Strachan, for charitable and pious ufes, aflign and difpone all and
haill the maills and duties of the lands of Craigcrook, as payable by the tenant there-
of, prefent or to come, forth of the lands thereof, with the rents of the mannor place,
yeards, dovecoat and haill pertinents, park and gairdner’s houfe, the lands themfelves,
mannor place, and others forefaid never to be fold, in regard the famen are hereby
mortified with the rents thereof. As alfo I hereby mortify, affign, and difpone, the
maills and duties of the lands of North Clermifion and Boddoms, prefently poflef-
fed by Thomas Wall, the lands thereof alfo never to be fold, but to remain as morti-
fied land for ever. Likens the rent of my dwelling-houfe in Ediaburgh, the houfe
likeways ncver to be fold, but to remain as mortified land: And in like manner ]

‘mortify, affign and difpone the annualrent of all fums of money that fhall happen.

to belong to me, the tyme of my deceafe, the prefent funds to remain and fecured as
principal fums, being mortified. And in regard I am to make fome ftatutes anent
the forefaid mortification and managers thereof, I doe hereby recommend to two
Advocates, two Writers to the Signet, and the Prefbytery of Edinburgb, at the fight of
the Lords of Seflion any two of their number to overfee the premiffes, and to employ
ane difcreet perfon to uplift the rents when due ; for whofe pains I allow yearly 100
merks ; and, as uplifted, to employ the famen as the forefaid perfons order, to poor old
men and women and orphans : And I ellow yearly to the Advocates poor yearly for
their pains, 50 merks Scots, and to the writers to the fignet 100 merks yearly ; and
ordains the rights of my lands and the bonds belonging to me to be fecured at the
forenamed perfons their fight: And for the minifters of the prefbytery their pains, I
allow yearly twenty pounds Scots to bt payed to one of them fucceffively for.an
Bible, and to begin with the moderator of the prefbytery and thereafter yearly ilk
one per vices as the prefbytery fhall appoint: Providing always, like as it is hereby
exprefsly provided, that thir prefents are not to wrong or alter my wife her liferent
of the faid lands of Craigcrook and others above mentioned, but the famen to fland
in force as conceived, as alfo any legacies or other things I have left, or fhall leave
by word or wryte, to any perfon by wryte under my hand, to fland; and recom-
. mend to the perfons above fpecified to order the payment thereof as therein is men-
tioned: Lykeas it is hereby exprefsly provided and declared, that it {hall be in my
power at any time during life to alter thir prefents, and to annull the famen in haiil
or in part, by word or wryte. And for the more fecurity, I confent to the regiftration
hereof in the books of Council and Seffion, and to that effes. comftitute Mr Mattbew
Mac#kell, Advocate, my procurator. In witnefs whereof I have written and fubfcribed
thir prefents with my hand, at Edinburgh 34th Sep. 1713, (Recorded 4th dug 1719).

. As
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As Mr Strachan omitted to make any regulations, the truftees thus
conftituted did, upon the 6th Febd. 1775, agree upon the following fta-
tutes concerning the management of this valuable mortification ; which,
in this parifh alone, yields an annualrent of upwards of L. 330.

I. Tuat the perfons authorifed by the deeds of mortification to be the truftees,
meet together the firft Monday of Feb. and Fuly yearly, at twelve o’ clock noon,
in the hall of the Truftees of the fund for Minifters Widows in '‘Scotland, $9c. with
" confent of the truftees; and to adjourn themfelves as they fhall fee cauie, and meet
as often as the prefes of the laft meeting, or the clerk, fhall find it needful to call
" them ; any feven of them to be a quorum ; and each meeting to chufe a prefes, who
thall fign the refolution, orders, and conclufions of that meeting: and that the annu-
al ftated meeting in Feb. fhall chufe a ftanding committee of their number, who .
fhall prepare all bufinefs remitted to them; and the faid meeting, and all other
meetings of the truftees, thall alfo have power to appoint other particular commit-
tees, as upon any emergency may feem to them neceflary.

11. That the forefaid truftees, at one of their ftated meetings, eleét a difcreet and
fit perfon to be clerk and faor during pleafure, for uplifting the rents of the mor-
tification, and diftributing the fame, as he fhall be efpecially ordered by the truf-
tees, and to keep regular books, and to record therein the a&ts and deeds of the truf-
tees, to receive in petitions, make up rolls, and tranfcribe the minutes into a book,
and keep the fame in good order. Which clerk and faftor fhall have a falary of
twenty pounds fterling yearly, payable at Candlemas for the year preceeding: and
this to be in full for fervice, pens, ink, paper, books, and all other demands what-
foever as clerk. -

111. That the faGor fo appointed, be impowered to ufe all needful diligence for
inbringing the rents and revenues of the faid mortification, and be ready to lay his
accounts before the truftees when required : and it is hereby {pecially provided, that
the fame be examined and revifed at the ftated meeting in Feb. yearly, that the ac-
counts of the preceding year may be laid before the lords overfeers, together with
the whole tranfations of the traftees for the faid preceding year.

- IV. THAT one be chofen to be meflenger or officer to the truftees, to continue
during pleafure, who is to give advertifement of the time and place of their mect-
Tng, and to attend the fame, and the other affairs of the mortification, as he fhall be
dire@ed by the managers, their prefes, or clerk and faltor. And as fome of the
truftees do not refide in the city of Edinburgh, he is to leave an advertifement for
the Advocates with the keeper of their library, one for the Writers with the under-
keeper of the fignet, and one for the Prefbytery with their clerk. And the forefaid
officer is to have thirty pounds Scots yearly, at the term of Whitfunday for the
year preceding. . )

That
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That after dedultion of the neceflary expences of management and reparations,
and of the fums direfted by the mortification to be paid to the Advocates, and the
Writers their poor, and to the moderator of the Prefbytery of Edinburgh, the
whole remainder of the rents and annualrents fhall be beftowed upon penfioners, cer-
tifisd by perfons of known charaer, to be proper objecs of this charity.

That in order to make up the roll of penfioners, a lift of the perfons petitioning,
together with their petitions and certificates, fhall be laid before one of the two ftated
meetings, who may either inftantly reject any of thefe petitions, or remit them to the
more particular confideration of their committee, who fhall make inquiry into the cir-
cumftances of the petitioners, and report their opinion to the following ftated meet-
ing, who may then approve or not of fuch report, as they fhall fee caufe.

That a lift of the perfons found qualified fhall then be made up, and the penfioners
to be enrolled thall be chofen out of the faid lift, a fpecial regard being always had te.
fuch as have no other penfion, and have formerly been in creditable circumftances :
and that none fhall be enrolled, but at one of the two ftated meetings, in the manner
above exprefled ; nor fhall this roll be altered at any intervening diet; but upon in-
formation of mifbehaviour in any of the penfioners, payment may be fufpended till
one of the ftated meetings: and ghat the truftees determine the quota that is to be
allowed yearly to each of the penfioners on the faid roll; and in proportion to the
forefaid penfioners of one half, at each term of Whitfunday and Martinmas yearly.

V. THAT the roll be written in three columns, the firft to contain the penfioners,
their names and defignations ; the fecond the fums allotted to them; the third to be
a place for the fubfcriptions of fuch as can write. Upon the head of which third co-
lumn is to be written a general difcharge for themall; and at the end of the roll, an
order upon the faor to pay conform to the fame, figned by the prefes ; and that the
faftor count conform to this roll ; and that there be a new copy of theroll, with
the alterations and additions s occafion requires, written out and figned each half
year.

V1. And in regard the mortifieation is only for “ poor o/d men, women, and orphans,”
it is ordained, that no men or women under the age of fixty-five * be enrolled for
penfioners; and that no orphans be enrolled, or allowed to continue, after their age
of twelve years complete : and in cafe of orphans, a perfon’s name fhall be inferted
in the roll, fuch as the managers can truft, to receive and difcharge for them, and to
overfee them.

VII. That no penfion exceed the fum of five pounds fterling yearly.

VIII. That the faftor fend no money to abfent penfioners, but upon a certificate,
or fome evidence of their being alive.

IX. Trata cheft be provided, wherein fhall be lodged all the writs and fecuri-

ties

“ At the general meeting in Feb. 1793, the managers agreed that fixty-five (kould be altered to ﬁx‘-
sy-three.
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ties of the mortification, and the books of the truftees, their managements, and ac-
counts, after the fame are completely filled up, revifed, and recorded; one key of
which cheft is to be kept by the moderator of the prefbytery of Edinburgh, and ano-
ther by the clerk and factor to the mortification: and the faid cheft is never to be o-
pened, but by order of a meeting of the truftees duly advertifed, or of their annual
committee, and that one of them be prefent at opening and clofing thereof.

X. THAT a full inventory of the whole writs of the faid mortification be kept in
the cheft, and one with the clerk of this mortification. And that a receipt-book lie
in the cheft, in which is to be fet down a receipt to be figned by the out-taker, bear-
ing the caufe of taking out any of the faid writs.

.. XI. TuAT thefe rules ftand in force, till altered at one or other of the ftated meet-
ings, at the fight of the lords overfeers ; and that no alteration be made, or new rules
enalted, till propofed at one meeting, and left to lie on the table till another ftated
meeting, and_the lords overfeers be advifed therein *. .

.~ Weft from Craigcrook, lie the lands of North Clermifloun, formerly cal-
led Clairbarfloun, which antiently belonged to the Cramonds of Cramond,
.a family of no fmall repute in this parifh from whence they were deno-

minated,

* A tradition exifts, thatamurder was committed in Craigcrook houfe ; but it ap-
pears that this is a miftake, founded on the circumftance of Mr Strackan’s houfe-
-keeper, Helen Bell, having been murdered in her way out there, on Monday 3d.
Nov. 1707, by Wiiliam Thomfon wright in Edinburgh, and Yebn Robertfon {mith
in Pleafance. Thefe two men had been in compiny with the unfortunate vidiim in
Mr Strachan’s houfe in Edinburgh on the Saturday preceding ; and fhe having men-
tioned that the was going out to Craigcrook on the Monday morning, they met lier at
5 A. M. nearthe Weft Bow, and told her they were going part of her way. She
gave Thamfon two bottles, and the key of her mafter’s lodging, to carry, irt order to
lighten her burden ; but when they came below the Catftle, they threw her over the
fteps, ftruck her with a hammer, and having thus difpatched her, returned to the
houfe to rob it. Having opened it with the key, they lighted a candle at the kitchen
fire, prized up the ftudy door, broke open the cheft where the cath was kept,. out of
which they took eight bags of money, and a purfe of gold, leaving two bags behind.
Thomfon carried fix of the bags and the purfe, and Roberifon the other two bags (one
containing L. 100) in their aprons. The latter propofed to carry all the tow and
lint they could find, and the bed-clothes, to a back room, and fet them on fire, in
order to burnthe houfe ; but Tbom/fon faid he had done wickednefs enough already,
and was refolved not to commit more, even when Robertfon threatened to murder him
for that refufal. A ’

What
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minated, as will afterwards be more particularly noticed. Thefe lands
were, in 1541, fold by FJames Cramond of Auldbar, to William Adamfon
of Craigcrook, and they conftitute part of Mr Strachan’s mortification.
‘ Adjoining to them, ig South Clermifloun, the property of Samuel Mitcbel-
Jon Efq. Writer to the Signet; but only a fmall portion of this eftate
lies in this parifh, the remaining part being fituated in that of Corffor-
phine. : ' -
The lands of Lauriflon, lying immediately to the weft of the batony
of Muirboufe, rife by a gradual afcent from the banks of the Foreh. On
.the fummit of this afcent, ftands the ‘caftle of Lauriffon, command-
ing, from its elevated fituation, an extenfive profpect, efpecially of the fea
and coaft of Fife, There is no date vifible upon the building; but
“from particular circumftances, this caftle appears to have been erefted
by Sir Archibald Napier of Merchiftoun, and his fecond wife Dame E-
lizabeth Mowbray, towards the end of the 16th century ®. Over the
fouth door is a ftone tablet, thus infcribed :

Rc D.

What is remarkable, Thom/os depofed, thaton their return through the Grafs-
market, after the murder, they {wore to each other to give their fouls and bodies to the
devil, if ever any of them fhould difcover and inform againft the other, even af-
ter being apprehended. Robertfon propofing that this engagement fhould be engroffed
in a bond, a man ftarted up betwixt them in the middle of thé Bow, and offered to
write the bond, which they had agreed to fubfcribe with their blood; buton T&omfor’s
demurring, the perfon (whom he faid he had never before feen,) immediately difap-
peared.

The perpetrators of this atrocious action remained undifcovered for fome weeks ;
but at laft fufpicions arifing againft Thom/fon, he was taken up, and ‘having made a
voluntary confeffion of the murder and robbery, both he and Rodersfos were execn-
ted. ‘

* The initial letters of their names, S. A. N. and D. E. M. are on the capitals of
two of the windows, adorned with thiftles and fleurs de lis, which led me at firft o
imagine that Lasriflon had been built during ‘the union of the crowns of Framce and
Scotland, under Francis and Mary (1558-1560); but it appears that the Napiers did
not become proprietors thereof till after x§87, in which year Henry Forrefer, from
whom they purchafed this eftate, fucceeded to the barony of Corforphene.

\
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R. D.. i
Aftra nec vitee moderatores nec
. bonorum meorum caufas agno-
fco hzc quae poflideo Dei
benignitati accepta fero ejus
fidei juranda voluntati difponen-
da committo ab eo gratiam omaibus
pro ipo utendi expeto et expetto
Robert Dalgith, Jean Douglafs,’
. Anagramme,
" God’s great and &e is al our blis. ‘

. Above this tablet is the atchievement of Mr Dalglie/b, an oak tree e-
radicate in fefs, betwixt three pbeons, two in chief, and ene in bale;
impaling, ermine on a chief three mullets; which laft was the cognis
zance of the Douglaffes of Pompherfloun, an antient and knightly family
in Midlothian, now extin&. On the fouth wall of the gardener’s houfe,
on.a ftone about 19 inches fquare, is cut Sit dlexander Napier's « Celef-
“ tial Theme,” probably calculated by his accomplifhed brother, 7obn
Napier of Merchifioun, the immortal inventor of the logarithms; the
figures and infcription upon this foone are cngravcd in the mifcellane-
ous plate, No. 1. .

. Laurgflon, a name whafe brthogtaphy has variéd at dxﬁ'erent periods,
arjginally belonged to a family of the fame name; as appears from a
confirmation dated 19th O&. 1490, to William Lowranfioun, fon and
heir apparent of Jobn Lowranfloun of that ilk, of a charter made to
him by the faid. Yobn, bearing date 24th Mar. 1486, of all and whole
the lands of Louranfloun with their pertinents, lying within the county
of Edinburgh. In the Regifter Office is another charter of the fame’
lands of Laarcq/loua, to Janes I:gh.r. fpoufe of Tboma: Laurenfloun of.
that ilk, dated at 7cdburg~b aoth Nov. 1493 * Of this family of Lowran--

B . : Soun,

® Cart. in publ arch.—In wluch allo isa chatter to Robert Lowr; ﬁom of a third
part of the lands of €/eifb and Hawrone, dated Bth O&, £471.
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Soun, Laurenfloun, or Laurifton, vevy.{canty memorials now exilt; and
‘it would appear that they did not-continue in- pofleffion of the eftate
from whence they were denominated, long after the laft mentioned
period. For, early in the 16th century, the lands of Lauriflon and
Randleflon, (now included under the general name of Lauriffon) confti-
tuted a portion of the confiderable eftate of the Forreflers of Corflor-
phine, which extended over great part of this parith. They were, to-
wards the end of the fame century, fold by Henry Forrefler of Corftor-
pbine, Helen Preflon his fpoufe, and George Forrefler his eldeft fon and
apparent heir, to Sir Archibald Napier of Edinbellic and Merchiftoun *,
arxl Dame Ekizabeth Mowbray his wife, aud their heirs. This Sir A7-
chibald Napier was appointed Mafter-of the Mint in 1587, and died, at
a very advanced age, in 1608. He was twice: mdrried, filt to Fanet,
daughter of Sic Francis BotbweK, by whom ho had an only child, Zolm
Napier of Mexchiffoun, born in 1550, whofe wonderful invention, the
logarithms, the fruit of unaflifted reafon and [cience, entitles him to one
of the higheft niches in the Temple of Fame . Siv Archibald's {econd
wife was Ekzabeth, daughbter of Robert Mowbray of Barnbougle; by
her he had ene fon, Sit Alexander Napieriof Laurifoun, ~who, .on . the.
r4th of Febd. 1626, was. conftituted .oné. of.the Senators of the College of
~ Juftice, but did not long enjoy this high ftation, dying towards the ent
of the 1629 {. At his-death, it appeared lie had previoutly fold.the lands

A oo oo T of

* The Napiers of Merchiffoun had however property in this parifh long before
they became poffefled of Lauriffon ; for in the public regifters is a charter-of King
Robert 111, dated 16th Fed. 1391, confirming to William Napicr Governox of the
Caftle of Edinburgh, a grant of the lands, “ guondam Symonis Rede militis infra terri-
“ torium de Cramont Regis, ef que fueruns Joannis Rede filii et beredis quond. ejufd,
“ Symonis, et quos ipfe Joannes non vi aut metu dufus fed fua mera et Jpontanca vo-
“ luntate nobis per fuftum et Baculum furfum reddidi?,” made to the faid Wi/kam Na-
ptéry by his father King Robert II. bearing date 8th Doc. 1388. -

+ Vide “ An account of the life, writings, and inventions of §obn Napier of
“ Merchiffoun, by David Stewart, Earl of Buckan, and Walter Minto- L L D.” 4to.
Perth 1487. -

} Crawford’s Peerage. of Scotland, pi 364, Lord Huiles’s Lft- of the Seffion.
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of Laurifion to Yobn Cans of St Giles’'s Grange, who accordingly came
into poffeffion of them, but did not long retain this property, Thomas
Rigg of Laurifton occurring about 1650 in the Seffion records.

- In 1656, Lauriflon belonged to Mr Robert Dalglie/b, (fon of Yames
Dalgkesh, fecond fon of Robert Dalglie/b of Dalglie/b ;) whoin his youth
had refided in the family of the fecond Lord Balmerinoch at Barntoun,
where he could not fail to be imprefled with the moft rigid principles of
the Covenanters, on which.account he was appointed clerk to the famous
General Aflembly of the church of Scotland that met at Glafpow in
1638, wherein epifcopacy was abolithed. Mr Dalglie/b, (who was fo-
licitor to King Charles IL) died. 12th:0&. 1662, and was buried at
Cramond, leaving; by his wife Jean Dovglas, a daughter of the houfe
of Pompberfloun, an only child, Margaret Dalglie/b, his fole heirefs,
born 28th Mar. 1645, married 23d Yan. 1662, to Ludovick Craig, of
Riccartoun in Midlsthian, great grandfon of that celebrated lawyer,
Sic. Zhomas Cfaig of Riccartoun, Advocate to King James VI, famous for
his learned treatife on the Feudal Syftem. That lady, and her eldeft fon
Thomas Craig of Riccartoun, in 1683, fold the lands of Laurg/hm and
Randlefton to William Law, goldfmith or banker in Edmburgb in whofe
family they ftill continue *.

This William Law of Lazmﬂowz derived his defcent from an an-
tient and refpecable family-of the fame name, long feated at Lithrie in
Fife; and dying at Paris about the year 1688, was fucceeded by his
eldett furviving fon, Yobn Law of Laurifton, aftérwards Comptroller Ge-
neral of the Finances of France, perhaps the moft remarkable inftance
of the mutability of fortune on record. The reader will find a circum-
flantial account of this extraordinary chara@er and his proje&s in the fe-
cond part of this work ; fo I will in this place juft mention, that at his
death at Penice in 1729, in the 58th year of his age, he was fucceeded by
his only fon, Jobn Law of Laurifion, who died unmarried, a cornet of

the regiment of Naflau Friefland, at Macfiricht in 1734, aged about 30.
F 2 The

* Records of Kirk Seffion, marriages, and baptifms of Cramond and of Edinburgh
Writs of the eftate, &c.
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The eftate of Lauriflan thereupon devalved on his unele, #Hilliam. Law,
(only furviving brother of the Comptroller :General ), director general of
the company of the Indées, and one of the direGtors of the royal bank of |
France. He died at Paris in 1753, ®ta. 77, leaving two fons, the young-
et of whom, Fames Francis Law, diftinguithed hirofelf fo highly on the-
coaft of Coremandel and in the Decan, that he was raifed to the chief
command of the troops of the Freuch Eaft India company, in which capa-
city he died at the Iffe of France in i767; @ta. 43. The eldeft fon, Yobn
Lawof Lagriflon, Chevalier de §t Lauis, was for many years governar of
Pandichery, Commandant Generalof all the French fettlements.in India,
Prefident of all their councils, and King's Commifiary ; angd. in. 1780 was
raifed to the rank i Mazxechal de Camp, anfwering to that of Majos
General in the. Britifh feryice. . His eldeft fon, (ot to mention one who
died an infant), Fobn William Lew of Lauriflen, a Lieutenant of .the
French Navy, failed jn 1785 with the celebrated M. de /o Peronfe, ot a
voyage round the world, and has io all probability perifhed with t¢hat
unfortunate circumnavigator, of whom no accounts have been received
fince he left New South.Walkes.in March 1788, Mr Law has five other fons,
the oldeft of .whom'is married and.has iffae. This diftinguifhed family.
bears for arms Ermine, a:bend between two cocka®, G, Creff, an unicorn’s.
head, proper. Motto, Nec obfeura nec ima..

The barony of Nether Gramond, adjoining to Lauriffon on the W..
extends along the fhore of the Forth, and the banks of the Amon. On
a rifing ground above the fea, furrounded with fome of the fineft old tim-
ber in the county, ftands Crawerd houfe, the moft ancient part of which
was built about 1680 ; tethis Sir. 4dem Inglis made a confiderable ad-
dition in 1772, and his brother Sir Yebn has greatly improved the whole
place. ~
N. W. from the houfe is.a fquare tawer of thxee flories, cach having a

vaulted

® The Laws bearing cocks for their arms, is fuppofed to refer to the concluding
part of the crow of that animal having a.fimilar found. Nifbet’s Heraldry, I. 356.
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vaulted reof, the only remains of a palace of the Bifhops of Dunkeld
Cramond hiwing:been for a.long period the property of thefe prelates,
and their chief place of refidence on the fouth fide of the Forsh. At
the.W. end was a chapel, now entirely demolifhed, and the edifice ap~
pears to have extended to the N. and E. No-memorials remain of the-
date of its erection; but it was probably built previous to 1409, in:
in which year the tower of Cramondis particularly méntioned in an in-
denture of excambion to.be hereafter narrated,

H.is by nomeans clearly afcertained at what period the town and
lands of Cramond: firfk came inte poffeffion of that fee. "In the learned:
Sir Fames Dalrymple’s Hiftorical Colle&ions, it is faid, that « Robert A-
w ‘yonele: alias Avenale, Jufticiary of Lothian in thie reign of William the
« . Lyon, (who. fwayed the Scottifh feeptre from 160 to 1214), and his
«.family, did poffefs Karramund, and gave that part of it to the Bithops.
i of Dunkeld, called Bifhop's Cramond, now pofRffed by Sir Fobn Inglis,.
« Bart,” Keith, in his catalogue of the Bifhops of Scotland, fays that Rich-
ard de Prebenda, fecond bithop of Dunkeld, died at Cramond in 1173 or
ri%73,and was buried at BicBeolnr; alfo, that Jobnde Leycefter, the feventh
b’?{hqé of that [ee, diegf at Cramond in 1214, which is confirmed by For-
dun.. From an indenture of excambion; however, in the - poffeflion of
Mr Watfon of Saughton, it appears that Robert de Cardney, the then Bi-
thop of Dunkeld, made, in 1409, an exchange of his lands of Cammo in:
this parith, for the tower of Cramond, feveral pieces of ground within:
the barony of Kirk Cramond, and divers annualrents, with Fobn de Nudre,
and f’Vtham de Nudre lns fon and heir *. VVc may f{afely conclude

: that

- . - . A . Ve . oo . .

" * It does not appear at what time tlie family of Nudre (or Niddery) firft fettled:
at Cramond ; their propesty at this place, given to the Bithop of Dunkeld in ex-
change for Cammo, is thus defcribed in the indenture of excambion. ¢ Yoannes de
« Nudre de Cramond, dedit, conceffit, t4c. Turrim fuam fituatam infra villam ecelefi--
“ afficam de CGramond, nec non omnes et Jingulas tevras fuas- in barosiia de Kirk Cra-
“ mond jacentes, wiz. duas-terras jacentes prape turrim, ex parte occidentali ¢jufdem:
“ turris, et 10s. annut redditus de terra Willielmi Smythfon, et 10s. ansui redditus.
6. IIC .
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that the. good prelate, who, it is reported, owed his advancement to
bis fitter Marion de Cardney’s conne@tion with King Robert 1I +, would
take care not to have the worft of the bargain, according to the ufual
praice of the Romith Clergy; and it is obfervable that Nether Cra-
mond is at this day diftinguithed for natural fertlhty, above all the other
lands in this parifh.

Tbomas Lauder, who was Bifhop of Dunkeld from 1452 to 1476, ob-
tained in 1454, & charter for ere®ing different properties belonging to
his fee on the fouth fide of the Forzb, to wit, Cramond, Abercorn, Pre/-
ton, and Aberlady, into one barony, to be called the barony of Aberlady.
This worthy and public fpirited prelate, who is filed omnium fue atatis
Dpientiffimus et do&iffimus, did a vaft deal of good to his fee, building a
bridge over the Tay at Dunkeld, purchafing two lodgiags, one in Edin-
burgh and the other in Perth, for the accommodation of his fucceffors du-
ring the fitting of parliament, and founding a number of chaplainries and

prebends.

% deterra Joannis Symfon, et 10s. annui redditus de terra beredum quond. Adz de Suffe.
« Itemterram fuam ex parte boreali terre Jacobx Dow jacentem, cum crofta dx&c terre
“ pertinen. Item terram fuam jacen. ex parte auflrale mem—antediéie cum mare ex
“ parte una, et terra Alani Broun ex parte alia, cum crofta difie terrec pertinen. I.
“ tem terram fuam de la Grein bank, fupra terras :
(here are two or three words not legible, apparently, di&i epifcopi, which will recon-
cile all difficulties, by fhowing that the Bifhops had property at Cramond previous to
the excambion) “ex parte occidentali ecclefie de Crawmond. Item tervam fuam jacen-
““ tem ex parte aufirali di@ae—meinter terras Alani Brown ex parte boreaki, et terram
“ di@x turris ex parte auftrali ex parte altera, cum crofta eidem terre pertinen. cum om-
“ ne et fingulas alias terras fuas infra prafatam baroniamde Kyrk Crawmond jacentes.”
The bithop and his fucceffors were bound to pay from thence an annualrent of five
fhillinigs of ufual money to Thomas de Cramond, who appears to have been the fupe-
rior of that property.

* Abbot Mill’s account of the Bithops of Dunkeld, M. S.—--In the public regifters
is a charter from Robert II. of the lands of Tolyry, Burroly, Eafter Balnogall, and
Shenball, the mill of Milnathort, Co. Kinrofs, to « Marion de Cardney, and the chil-
“ dren begotten or to be begotten between us and her, whom failing, to the heirs of
#¢ of the body of the {aid Marion lawfully begotten,” dated 27th Mar. 1372.
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. prebends. In 1574, & degenerate fucceffor of this munifieent prelate,

James Paton, the firft ‘Proteftant Bithop of Duskeld, thought proper to
alienate the town and lands of Cramond to Arebibald Deuglas of Kilfpin-
die ;-for which, and, for.other dilapidations of his benefice, he was des
pofed the following year, 1525 *.- - -

Archibiid Douglas of Kilfpindic, defcended from Archibald (Bell-the-
Cat) Earl of Aagss, was fucceeded .in the lands of Cramond by his
fon Patrick, who, about the year 1600, alienated them to Alexander Dou-
&las, macer in Edinburgh, portioner of Ratbobyres, by whom, in 1622,
Crageond was {okd to Fames "Inglis, merchant in Edinbargh, only fon of *
Archibald Inghs, a:confiderable merchant in that city. This Yames
Inghis of Cramand died'in 1637, having married, in 1609, $arab daugh-
teo of . fobn -Morrifdn.of Preflongsange, by wbom he had a fon and fuc-
ceffor, Fabn Inglis of Cramond, born 25th Aug.. 1611, a perfon of worthy
and integrity, and a conliderable fafferer for his confcientious adherence:
to the Prefbyterian mode of worfhip, after it was prohibited by law. He
married, in 1632, Fanet, daughter of Yobn Elies of Southfide, and died
in 1683, ®ta. 73. having had feveral children, one of whom, Jobn Inglis
younger of Cramond, died at Paris, in the courfe of his travels, 20th Fune
1664, ®ta. 22, unmarried; fo that the fucceflion devolved upom the
youngeft and only furviving fon, Fasmes Inglis of Cramond, born 17th
May 1860, twenty eight years after his parenfs’ marriage, who- was crea-
ted a baronet 22d March 1687, and died in 1689, in the 2gth year of
his. age. _ R

His only furviving fon-and fucceflor, Sir Fobn Inglis' of Cramend, was
born 23d Seps, 1683, and after attaining a period of life to which very
few reach, without fuffering fo much as one days confinement by fick-
nefs, died at Cramond 3d March 1771, mta. 88. He was univerfally '
efteemed and refpeted, and enjoyed for fome years the office of Poft-
mafter General of Scotland. His wife, with whom he lived no lefs thany

63
* Keitd"s Catalogue of Bifhops, §5, 179:
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63 years in a married (tate, was Aune daughterof #dam Geckburn of Grmi-
floun, Lord Juﬁwe Clerk ; and they had Tus fx fonsaitdas many dangh-
ters. His onIthurvwmg fon and fuccefor, Sir' «ddam Inghs.of Cramend,.
was born i 1714, ftudied the law at Legyden, and entesed adviocate 1736.
He died at Cramond gth Nov. 1772, =ta. ‘5g; -without. iffwe by his wifl; -
Lady Dorothea Primrofe, daughter of Fames fécond Earl- af. Rofeber'sy,
and was fucceeded by his brother, 'the prefent Sir Feba Inghis' of Gra-
moad, whofe only {urviving fon, Adam Iuiu of Swlﬁdd, was called
to the barin.1782 =, : R T
' Southficld, from whence Mr- Inglu takcs hxs dcﬁgnation sw éonﬁde-
rable farm . in this parifh, lying more than a mile to the S. W. of his
fathei’s property of Nether Cremond. Southfield was ‘formerly part of
the great eftate of the Nidderys of Cammo, but about the year 1470 was,
together with Cramond Ragis, and favegal other lands in this parifh, di-
vided among heirs-portioners. and, ¢gtherwife. ‘In .1536, the lands of
Southficld were puorchaled from Jobn Crichton of Southficld by Williaem.
Adamfon of Craigerook, a fucceffor of whom, of both his names, fold -
them in 1634 to Sir Fobn Smith of Growbill, In 1676, Fobn Inglis .of
Cramond acquired from Sit. Fobn Young of Leny, and others, creditors of
the- @id Sir Fohn Smith, the ten merk' land of King’s Cramond, part of
Niddery's Mill, Seuthficld, Hunterland, Greenrig, &c. together with the
Kirklgnds of Cramond, and the patronage of the altarage of. St. Fiwmas
the - Apoftle and St. Apollonia the Virgin. - Thefe Kirklands, and a quar-
ter of Niddery's Mill, had been mortified, in 1558, by Janet Elpbingfton,
reli of Rickard Lawfon of Hierigs 4, Juttice Clerk, in favour of Sir
William Linton and his fucceflors, chaplains to the altar of All. Saints, of
St. Zbemas the Apoftle, and St. Apollonia the Virgin, to be built within
o the’

* Douglas’s Baronage, 264, 265. Parifh Regifters, &c.
4+ Lawfon had acquired the fourth part of the lands of Cammo from Fanet, daugh-
tex and coheirels of William Baillie of Cammo, {poufe of Fobn Gifford, about 1 500.
Nifb, Heraldry, 11. App. 100.
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thecollege church of St. Giles at Edinburgb. Falling into lay hands at
the Reformation, they were purchafed by the Smihs of Gromhiliin
1610 °.

Nicholas Bannachtyn, firtR Provoft of the collegiate church of Corflor.
phine, to which he was appointed on its foundation in 1429, dying in
1470, left an annualrent out of the lands of Kirk Cramond, for the ex-
prefs purpefe of celebrating maffes for the fouls of him and the future
mafiers of Corflorphinc Provofiry, om the r4th of Fune annually., For
the better {ecuring this mortification, the terms of the donation were en-
gravern on a flone, fixed-into the eaft wall of the chancel of the eollegi-
ate church of Corflorphine, whete it fill remains ; this piece of ground,
which long retained the name of the Prieft’s Acres, belonged in 1630, to
one Margarn JFowufie, and is now the property of Sir Fodn Inghks of Cra-
‘mond. .

When parfons of landed property firft began to be ‘denominated from

thett'po&ﬂions a confiderable eftate i this parifh, particularly about

Over and Nether Cramond, belonged to a family who thenee Riled them-
felves Cramond, or de Cramond, and bore for arms, Az, a bend O. be.
tween three pelicans feeding their young, Ar. Among the writs belong-
ing te the mortification of Craipcrook, is a tranfumpt of a charter of con-
firmation, granted by Alexander Seaton, Knt. Mafter of the houfe of Zor-
phichen; of the order of St Yobn of Ferufalem, of the kingdom of Scotland,
confirming 2 charter granted by Fobw de Cramond, to ¥bomas de Cramond,
his fon, of two oxengates -of land in the tenement of Cramond and
Clairbarfloun, within the conftabulary of Edinburgh, and which two
'oxeugatcs of land Simen, the fon of Nicol, goodfire te the faid Fahn, gave
to William the Conftable his father, in marrimge with 4gses his mother,
of which two oxengates of tand, one oxengate with the toft and croft,
lies om the S. part of the faid tewn of Cramond, in the E. of Rutherfield,
in three pieces, and the other oxengate fies in the E. part of the faid

G . ~ arable,

* Ex informat. o, Inglis, Eq. Bar,
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arable land of €lairbarffaun, between the:lands of which William de Cras
mond *, coufin of the faid Fobn, held of the Mafter and brethren of the

" houfe of Torphichen on the S. and the lands of the Abbot and convent -
of St Colm on the N, to be holden of the faid Mafter and bxethren of
Torpbichen, &c. This charter, having the charter confirmed, engrofled
of date at Cramond upon the morrow after the fealt of the body of our
Lord 1345, is dated at Templgflown in a free court holden there, upon
the Friday next after the feaft of St Fames the Apoftle the fame year .
Fobn de Cramond, mentioned in the above paper; was one of the prin.

" cipal men of the county of Edinburxgh, when Edweard 1. of England o.
veiran Scotland, as I find him fubmitting, arnd doing homage, to that mor
parch, for his lands and poffeffions in this fhire in 1306 §. This fa-
mily early acquired.extenfive poffeflions in the counties of Perth and
Forfar, and were connected in marriage with feveral of the moft confi-
derable houfes inx the nosth,, particularly. mith. the: Keiths, great Mari-
fchals of Scotland, and the Maules of Panmure §, In 1362, Mauritias
de Cramond fold the lands of Meikleour in.Pesthfhire to. Fabn Mescen,
~whofe pofterity fill poffefs. the fame . A fon or ‘hrother of this Mau:
#itius, Simon de Cramond, nephew. of Sit. William. Keith, great Marifchal
of Scotland, was a Carmelite friar, high.in the eftimation.of King Robers
M. Being fent by that monarch. to conclude a treaty of peace with
Gbharles V1. of France, he was made Bifhop of Poitou in that kingdom,
and. afterwards. had the honour of being raifed, by Pope Gregory XI. to
' the.

* Williclmus de Cramond is defigned Clericus dé Garderoba Domini Regis, in a
charter of Jobn Earl of Strathern, A. D. 1278.——In Rymer's Federa, 11. 391, i3
an order from Edward 1. to the Sheriff: of the county of Dumfises, prohibiting him
from meddling with the pofleflions of William.de Gramond, paxfon of the church of
Wynchdurres. ‘

+ The faid charter of confirmation was tranfumed at the inftance of Richard de
Caiines of the Craig, Lord.of the eaft part of Cramond, 30th Fan. 1454,

1 Rymeri Fadera, 11. 1015,

§ Chartee in publ. Arch. ,

N Nifbet’s Heraldry, 1. 221.
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the high ecclefiaftical dignity of patriarch of Antioch *. Dempfier men-
tions that this great' man was educated in a Carmelite monaftery at
Cramond ; but, as no fuch foundation exifted here, it is undoubtedly a
miftake for the monaftery of that order at Dpeensferry, eftablithed by
Dundas of Dundas in 1330.

The Cramonds having taken up their refidence in the north, gradu-
aily difpofed of all the property they poflefled in this panih Thomas
de Cramond, who occurs in 1409, was fucceeded in his eftate here by
Alexander de Cramond of Melgun, who had a charter under the gfeat
feal of the lands of Clairbar/loun and others in this parith, pertaining to
Thomas, 18th May 1445. His fucceflor, Thomas Cramond of Melgun,
had a charter of the lands of Eddrocbat, 21t Jan. 1472, and had a fon
and heir, Alexander Cramond, who, 22d Fuly 1490, obtained a charter of
his property here. Dying in; 1516, he was fucceeded by his fon,
Fames Cramond of Melgun and Auldbar+, who, in 1541, difpofed of O-
ver Cramond and Clairbarfloun vo William Adamfon of Craigcrook %,
Thus, the intereft of this ence confiderable family ceafed in the ‘parifh
from whence they had been denominated, after a continuance therein
of upwards of 3e0 years, '

On a gentle declivity, at the northern extremity of Corflorpbine Hill,
and almoft in the center of the parith, ftands Barntoun Houfe ; the
principal part, extending about 70 feet by 40, was built i 1681 by Sir
Robert Miln of Barntoun. At the N. W. corner is part of the old man-
fion of the Lords Balmerinoch, with the date 1623 on one of the win-
dows; adjacent to which on the N. is a chapel built in 1770 by Lord
and Lady Glenorchy, in which divine worfhip was frequently performed,
during their refidence at this place.

The barony of Over Barntoun, about the 1400, belonged to a family

G2 : of

* Father Hay’s Scotia Sacra, 682, 684.

t+ In the public regifters is a charter to Yames Cramond of Auldbar, and Ifabella
Exr/kine his fpoufe, of the third part of the lands of Ba/dwvy, dated 4th Fume 1527,

1 Writs of the eftates of Barntoun and Craigerook.
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of the nume of Towews (de Tarvidins) n branch of that feated for fome
<centuries at Jrveriesth in this cbunty; but -aboot 1350, e the refigua-
tion of Nichulas Borthwick of Lezy, it became the property of George
Crichton, Earl of Caitbuefs, and Losd High Admiral of Scotdund, who dy-
ing in 1455, left this barony to his daughter, Lady Yamet Grichron, wike
of Robert, third Lovd Bdaxwell of Cacréaverack *. Her fecond fon, George
Maxwell, had Barnteun fettled upon him, but ¢he foon fold it to Sir Ar-
chibaid Dandas of Duxdas, in the county of l.mhtlgmw clrief of that ve-
ry refpectable family; a family yieMing to none in Stotfand, whether
confidered in point of amtiquity, or 'the nsmber of great chaca@ers it has
pt;)dnced, particalarly in the prefent century. Sir Archidald dymg in
31479, was fucceeded by his only fon, Yobm Dansdes of Dundas, ambaffa-
dor to Amglamd in 1385, He adhered frmly to the mtereft of Femes Iik
froin whom he obtained a figned patent of the dignity of Eaxl of Foreb ;
but that wafortunate anonarch beink flain i an engagement with his
sebellious fubjects before the great feal was appended thereto, the pa-
tent could never be reckoned valid. He died in 1494, and his fon and
fucceflor Sic Witham Dundas of Duwndas, i 1507, old Gver Barntoun
to Sir Robert Barton.

"This Sir Rodert Barvon of Over Bararoun was, in 1511, mafter fkipper

of the great Michar!, a famous man of war built by King Yames IV.
" whofe fon ahd {ucceffor Fames V. m 1524, appointed S Rohers Comp-

troller of the Exchequer, and-in ¥529, raifed him to the offices of Lord

-High ‘Treafueer of Scorland, and Mafter of the Cuinzie Houle, (i. e. Ge-
neral of the Mint.) He acquired a confiderable fortane ; and dying in
3 538+ was fucceeded by his {on, Robert Barton, who having, previous to
1 42‘91mamcd Barbara only daughter and heirefs of Sir Fobn Mowbdray of
Barabougle, obtained an a& of parliament to affome the mame and arms
of Mowbray, and fettled at Barnbougie Caftle. The fecond fon of that

marriage,

* Douginy’s Pecrage, 113, 518.
t Gruwford’s Lives of she Offioess of State, p. 313~
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marriage, 7ames Mowbray, had Barntoun afligned to him by his parents
# 1348 *, but about 1558, he difpofed of this bag:)ny to one Mr Alex-
ander Machan, Advocate, by whom, about 1680, it was fold to Sir
Fames Elpbinfione, third fon of Robert, third Lord Elpbinftone +.

This, Sir Fames, being a perfon of great abilities, and highly favoured.
by king Jumes V1. filled many important offices, particularly that of Se-
cretary of State, which he held from 1598 to 1608. In 1604, he was
created Lovd Balmerinech, accompanted his royal Mafter into England,
and continued high in favour till 1608, when it being by a firange
accident difcovered that he had, in 1599, furreptitioufly obtained the
King's hand to a letter addreffed to-the Pope t, by fhuflling it among o-
ther papers his Majefty was to fign, he was deprived of the Secretary’s.
place, feat down to Scotiand, found guilty of high treafon at St Amdrews-
12th Mar. 1609, fentenced to.be beheaded, and his whole property ad-
judged forfeited. However, at the Queen’s interceffion, his life was:
fpared, on condition of his confining himfeif to his own houfe of Balme--
rinach, where he died in 1612. His eldeft fon and fucceflor, Fobn fe--
cond Lord Balmerinoch, baving offended Charles I. by a vigorous oppo-
fition to his arbitrary meafisres, was in 1634 committed prifoner to Edin-
burgh catftle, tried before the Jufticiary, 20th Mar. 1635, and found
guilty of leafing-making, by a majority of one voice only in a jury pack-
ed with the utmoft care. Sentence of death was pronounced upon his
Lordfhip ; but this the Minifters of the Crown durt not venture to carry
mto execution, by reafon of the menaces of his friends to retaliate upon
- them; on which account the King was unwillingly conftrained to remit
~ the iniquitous condemaation §. Lord Balmerinoch was perhaps the
- beft friend the Covenanters had ; fupperting them not only with his coun-

fels

® Cart. in publ. Arch.

t Crawford’s Peerage, 32. Douglas’s Pecrage, 64.
1 Calderwood’s ecclefiaftical Hiftory, 427.

§ Burnet's Hiftory of his own Times, I, 22.
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Aels and countenance, but alfo fupplying them with large fums of money;
by which he irretrievably injured his once ample fortune ; and departing
this life in 1649, was fucoeeded by his only fon, j‘obu, third Lord Bal-
" merinoch.

This nobleman was born in 1623, and dying in 1704, ®t. 82, was fuc-
ceeded by his only furviving fon, Yobn, fourth Lord Balmerinoch, who,
in 1688, in his father’s lifetime, was obliged to difpofe of the barony of
Barntoun to difcharge part of the debts contraled by his grandfather in
the fervice of the public. The intereft of this great family thus ceafed
in this parifh, of which they had been, for nearly a century, the princi-
pal ornament, . '

Barntoun was purchafed by Robert Miln*, one of the farmers of the re-
venue of Cuftoms and Excife, who, in 1683, acquired the lands of Binny,
and was created a baronet in 1686 ; but his affairs foon falling into difor-
der, he was obliged, in 1691, to difpofe of Barntoun to George Hamilton
of Binny. This gentleman was alfo created a Baronet in 1692 ; but be-
ing deeply engaged with Sir Robert Miln, and involved in many intricate
tranfa&tions, he was foen conftrained by his creditors to fell the barony of
Barntoun, which was purchafed by Lord jobn Hamilton, Earl of. Ruglen,
the difpofition bearing date 24th Aug. 1698.

His Lordfhip was brother of James Duke of Hamilton and Brandon,
killed in the famous duel with Lord Mbbun ; and alfo of Gharles Earl of
Selkirk, to whofe titles he fucceeded in 1739. He made confiderable

) ad-

" * He and the other farmers were in 1682, fummoned before the Privy Council,
for an attempt to bribe Lord Hatton the Treafurer Depute (brother of the Duke of
Lauderdale.) It came out in evidence that the fum of'14,000 merks had been ap-
propriated for this purpofe, and delivered to Sir William Binny and Mr Miln of Barn-
toun to give to Lord Hatton, who reje@ed the offer with contempt; but thefe two
gentlemen kept the money to themfelves, and made the reft of the farmers believe
that his Lordfhip had taken it. For this offence Sir William Binny was fined gcoo,
and Mr Miln 3000 merks, over and above their refpe&tive fhares of 14,000 merks in

which the whole farmers were amerciated. They had alfo been guilty of feveral
unwarrantable eyalions. Fountainball’s Decifions, 2d Aug. 1683.
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additions to his properey in this parith, and dying at Edinburgh 3d Dec.
1744, ®ta. 82, was buried in his vault in Cramond Church. His only:
fon, William Lord Daer and Riccartoun, Captain of a troop of Lord
Tyrawiey’s regiment of horfe, having died in his lifetime at Edinburgh
20 Feb. 1742 ®=ta. 46 *, he was {ucceeded in his title of Ruglen, and in
his extenfive poffeflions, by his eldeft daughter, Lady Anne Hamilson,
countefs of Ryglen, born sth-Ap. 1698. Her ladythip married William
the fecond Earl of March, by whom the had one fon, William, the prew
fent Duke of Rueenfoerry, Earl of March and Ruglen, and Baron Dou-
&las of Ambrefbury..

In 1270, his Grace fold Barntoun to Jobn, Vifcount Glenorchy, only
furviving fon. of Yobn third Earl of Breadalbane ;. but, his Lordfhip did
not long enjoy this purchafe, dying here 14th. Nov. 1771.- He left his
whole property in. this parith, and. a rent-cha{rgc of L. 1000 per annum,. .
upon the Breadalbane eftate, to his reli, Wilbelmina, Vifcountefs Glen
archy, alady eminently diftinguifhed: for {uperior piety, apparent inin-
numerable beneficent aftions, for which her ample income could fcarce-
' ‘ly fuffice.. On this-account, as well as from. other motives, fhe difpofed
of her whole property in this parifh in 1785, and died at Edinburgh 17th
Fuly 1786; ®ta. 44 ; leaving the moft confiderable part of her forzune for
the purpofes of promoting religion, knowledge, and induftry, in boths
parts of the united. kingdom. Her Ladyfhip refided occafionally at
Barntoun; bur that place had. the honour of being for fome years- oc-
cupied by her beautiful, amiable, and accomplifhed niece, the Countefs
of Sutherland. Lady Glenorchy’s property was purchafed by William Ram.:
Jay, Elq. a confiderable banker in Edirburgh, and one of the. direc-
tors of the Royal Bank of Scotland, who came to refide here in 1788, and:

has ever fince paid unremitted attention to the improvement of this place.
Netber

* His -death was occafioned by a fever, brought on by overheating himfelf at mxf-—
fembly, dancing with Mifs Blair of Kinfauns, afterwards Lady Gray.
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Netber Barntoun, fouth eaflt from hence, was for more than a century
the property of the Forrefers®, a branch of the Corforphine family, and
purchafed about 1590 by the ficft Lord Balmefinocb, from Fames Forrefter
of Nether Barntoun. Craighoufe, adjoining to both the Barntouns, be-
longed to a family of the name of Cairns. Ricdard de Cairsnes of the Craig,
Lord of the eaft part of Cramond, occurs in 1454, and Fames Cairnes of
Craighoufe occurs 1471. 1t afterwards became the property of the Logans,
a branch of the once potent houfe of Reflakrig, and continued, for feven
generations, in that family, who during this period matched with the
Halkets of Pitfirran, Woods of Bonington, and Houflons of Leny. Fames
Logan of Craighoufe, Sheriff Depute of the county of Edinbargh, is a wit-
nefs to a charter of his coufin Sir Fobw Mowbray, dated at Barnbougle
24th Sep. 1511. One of his defcendants, Fames Logan of Cowflone, fold
Craighoufz to the fecond Lord Balmerinoch, by difpofition bearing date
13th Mar. 1619+.

To the N. W. of Barntoan Houfe, at the diftance of about half a mile,
ts Kings Cramond, allo belonging to Mr Ramfay. The old houfe was
built about the year 1640, by Sir Fobn Smiih of Grotthill, the moft con-
fiderable proprietor in the parifh, and a perfon of no fmall confequence
in his days. In £640, he was nominated one of the Supervifors of the
Covenant ; in 1641, the Parliament of Scot/and appointed him one of the
Commiffioners for the Treaty of Rippon ; in 1642, and 1643, he ferved
the office of Lord Provoft of Edinburgh ; and in 1649, he was a Commif-
fioner for the Excife, and for revifing the laws and aéts of Parliament.
He flourifhed here many years in great fplendour, having a numerous fa-
mily of children and grandchildren 1; but his affairs at laft falling

- into

* Cart. in publ. Arch. 6th Mar. 1487, Mattheo Forrgﬂer terrarum de Barntoun.

4+ Writs of the eftate of Barntoun.

t Robert Smith of Soutbfield, Six Fobn's eldeft fon, was born 24th 4p. 363», and

married 12th dug. 1653 Ehmabeth daughter of —— Hopr, Efq. by' whom he had
three fons and as many daughters.
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into diforder, he was obliged, when near eighty years of age, to difpofe
of his extenfive property in this parifh, in different lots.

The houfe ‘and lands of Kings Cramond were parchafed in 1672, by
Sir Yobn Young-of Leny in this parifh, one of the farmers of the revenue,
who dying in 1690, was fucceeded by his eldeft fon, Adrchibald Young of
Leny. He died unmarried in 1694, and the eftate thereupon devolved
on his brother Thomas Young of Leny; but he did not long keep pof-
feﬂio;l of Kings Cramond, which he fold, the fame year, to Thomas Gibfon,
ene of ihe principal clerks of Seflion, fon of Sir Jobn Gibfon-of Pentland.
In 1697, this eftate was purchafed from him by Fobn Mackenzie, allo
one of the principal clerks of Seffion, who, in 1707, had his property in
this parifh ereted into a barony, to be called the barony of Cramond.
Removing to Delvin in Pertbfbire, which he had acquired in 17'05 from
the Earl of Northe/k, he, in 1707, difpofed of Cramond to Lord Charles
Ker, Diretor of the Chancery, (fecond fon of Robert Marquis of Lotbian,)
by whom, in 1718, this barony was fold to the Earl of Ruglen, and has ever
fince remained annexed to Barntoun ., Since that period, the houfe of
Kings Cramond has been occupied by different tenants ; by Robert Dun-
das of Arnifloun, the firlt Prefident of ‘the Seffion of that family ; Baron
Edlin of the Exchequer; Fames Watfon of Saughton; Sir Fobn Sinclair of
Longformacus ; and, for 32 years preceding 1792, by the author’s father *,

' ' H ' who
¢ Yobn, feventh fon of Fa/per Waod, of War(-n.'/lorm and Curriebill in the County

of Edinburgh, a property he inherited from his mother, Marion, daughter and heirefs
of Fafper f)’obqﬂou of Warriftoun, elder brother (as is prefumed) of Yames Fobnflon
of Twickenbam in Middlefex, Secretary of State for Scotland, Ambaflador from King
William to the EleQor of Brandenburgh ; and fon of Sir Archibald Yobnflon of War-
riffoun, King’s Advocate, Lord Regifter of Scotlund, and one of Cramwell’s Lords of
Parliament, whofe charafer is accurately drawn by his nephew Burnet, the noted
Bithop of Salifbury, in the firft volume of .the Hiftory of his own Times, p. 28.
Mr Wood died at Edinburgh 2d March 1793, ®ta. 76, leaving one furviving fon,
the author of this volume, by his wife Ifabel, daughter of FYobn Pbilp of Greenlaw,

in the County of Edinburgb, fifter and coheise{s of James Philp of Grmdaw, ]udge
of the High Court of Admiralty of Scot/and.

Of this laft meationed gentleman, my uncle, I beg to be indulged in faying a few
words,
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who during that long period enjoyed in a high degree the regard and ef-

teem of the neighbouring gentlemen, never having had the flighteft diffe-
rence with any of them, Very large d4dditions and confiderable altera-
tions are now making to this houfe, which is deftined for the refidence
- of George Ramfay Efq. banker in Edinburgh, eldeft fon of William Ram-
Jay of Barntoun.

The name, Cramond Regis, clearly indicates this place to have been
once the property of the’Crown. From feveral charters in the Regi-
fter Office, and in the pofleffion of the proprietors of Barntoun angd Brae-
bead, it appears that the royal domains in this quarter were, at various
periods, parcelled out among different perfons. The following are the
titles of a few of the charters and other writs refpe&ing thefe lands:

. 1391, 16 Feb: Carta Willielmi Naper, de terris quondam Symoms Rede
militis, infra territorium de Cramont Regis.

' ' . 1471,

words. He was born at Edigburgh gth Feb. 1716, ftudied the Iaw at Leyden, com-
menced Advocate in 1739, and pra&tifed at the bar till 1746, when he was appointed
Judge: of Admn'alty. He diligently executed the duties of that office, his decifions
being remarked for their equity, ]ufhce, and impartiality, till his death 1t May
1982, a period of 36 years, without receiving one fhilling of falary from the public,
although his proportion of the fees of court, fentence money &c. did not, on an ave.
rage, amount to L. 70 per annum, a moft thameful and inadequate allowance for a
Judge! Of this, the prefent adminiftration were fo fenfible, that fhortly after their
eftablifhment, a falary of L. 400 a year, was, by a& of Parliament (26 Geo. 1II.
cap. 47.) fettled on the Judge of Admiralty. This neceflary ftatute could set,
however, but excite a train of mortifying refleftions in the minds of the relations,
and particularly of the heirs, of Mr Pkilp ; of whom it may be faid, without parti-
ality, that his fervices were fully as meritorjous, and as deferving of a recompenfe
from the public, as thefe of any judge in the kingdom, efpecially when it was ac-
knowledged that in probity and integrity he was excelled by none. In confequence
of this cruel negle@ of government, an ample perfonal fortune he inherited from his
father was reduced to 3 mere trifle i fypporting the dignity of his ftation ; a cir-
cumftence that will not be wondered at, when the excefive advance in the price of
living, sod the fall in the value of maney, that took place of late years, are confidered,
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1471, 17 Funii, Carta Willielmi Rule de Craumound, fabri, de terra in
villa de Cramond Regis,

1471, 18 Funii, Carta Jacobi Carnis et fponfe, terrarum de Cramont Re.

- gis et de Craghous. ‘

1475, 22 April. Carta Thomze Mowbray de Cammo, de terris in territo-
rio de Cramond Regis.

1499, 27 May, Retour, Jobn Skinner heir to Thomas Skinner of the lands
of Cramond Regis.

1507, 17 May, Safine to Fames Logan, of certain lands in Cramend Regis.

1508, 2 Aug. Carta Davidis Logy, mepotis et beredis Joannis Logy en le

Queensferry, de tenendria terre in Cramond Regis.

1517, 17 April. Carta Jacobi Logan in Leith ¢ Jonet® Crawford ejus

[ponfer, terrar. de Cramond Regis ¢z de Craghous. _
1526," 8 Dec. Carta Walteri Chapman de Everland, terrarum Regis le

King's Medow vocat’.

1529, 9 Fen. Carta Jotiete Wod, fike Willielmi Wod de Bondyngtoun,

terrar. de Cramond Regis ez de Clairbarftoun. .

1536, 2 Sept. Carta Joannis Murray  Barbetonforis terrar. regis vocat.

King's Medow.

1569, 10 March, Charter of Fames Livingflone, portioner of Cramond

Regis, to James Corfane.

1574, 8 Feb. Carta Joannis Wardlaw, de terris de Dubhoufe in Cra-
mond Regis jacen.* '

So numerous and fo various indeed were the families having intereft
here, that it is fcarcely poffible to give 2 particular enumeration of them.
The principal proprictors of Cramoend Regis were the Cramonds of
Cramond, Mowbrays of Cammo, Logans of Craighoufe, and Logies of Le.
© gicfland, which laft family {ubfifted here nearly two centuries. In 16xo0,
part of the lands of Cramond Regis came, by purchafe from 7obn Eifton
writer in Edinburgh, into the poffeflion of one Robert Smith, who mar:

~ H2 ried

* The reddendo in moft of the charters is unum denarium sfualis monete, nomine ale
be firme, fipetatur tantum.
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ried Agnes Primrofe; and his fon and heir, Sir Jobn Smith of Grotehill,
already mentioned, became, by feveral fubfequent purchafes, the moft
confiderable hesitor of the parifl.

In 1620, Sir Patrick Hamilton of Little Preffon acquired a good eftate
in Cramond Regis, which he eplarged in 1643, by purchafing half of the
lands of Cammo, Everland, &c. Dying in 1662, he was fucceeded by
his fon, Patrick Hamilton of Little Prefton, who, in 1694, fold his whole
property in this parifh to Alexander Howifon of Brachead, and Jobn Men-
zies of Cammo.

- Weft from Kings Gramond, is the village of Upper or Over Cramond,

. in whichis-a houfe and fmall property belonging to Mr Robert Spotfwood,
who has exercifed the profeflion of a furgeon in a fkilful and humane
manner in this neighbourhood, (his medical practice extending. over
great partof theadjacent country) for above forty years, after having ferv-
ed fome time in the Royal Navy. He was particularly noticed by the late
Earl of Hopetoun, who retained him at:an annual falary to attend his houfe-
hold and numerous tenantry about Hopetaun. Houfe, a duty he. ftill punc-
tually performs; and he has, fince 1,774, gratuitoufly executed with dif
cernment and impartiality the troublefome office of Kirk Treafurer of

this parifk®..

Whiteboufe, alfo in the fame village, belonged about. 1615 to Dawid

- Primrofe, uncle of Lord Regifter Primrofg ; he died in 1651, and his
fon, Fames Primrofe of Whiteboufe, in 1676 difpofed of his.property here
to William Carjfg, writer in. Edinburgh, who died in 169o. His.fon.and
fucceflor, Fobn Corfe, in 1699 fold Whitehoufe to. Jobn, Menzies of Cammo,
who removed hence after felling Cammp, in 17.1a. .But even this humble
retreat he was not long- allowed to poffefs, being obliged to difpofe of it
in 1719 to his fon-iri-luw,, George Edje Writer to the Signet, who died

: in

* Mr Spotfwood. communicated to me a number of i important. and valuable obfer-

vations relating to the parith ; and he was at the trouble of getting the population of

this diftri& exaitly afcertained in 1792, for the purpofe of enabling me to give an Jas
* curate ftatement of that important article. ‘
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it 1750, and the fame year his fon David Edie fold Wbitehoufe to David:
Strachan merchant in Leith; who died in 1772. His fon and fucceffor
Jobn Strackan of Whiteboufe died in 1774,.and’ the truftees of his chil-
dren difpofing of this place in 1776, to Lady Glenorchy, it has ever fince’
followed the fate of Barntoun. Whitehoufe is at prefent occupied by Mrs
Erjkine; reli® of my late efteemed acquaintance jobn Erfkine, Efq. Ad-
vocate #, fon of Lord Akva:

Not far from the weft end of the village of Upper Cramond, is Bracbead,.
the refidence of Mrs Howjfon; the lands belonging to which extend to-
Cramond. Bridge, and:fiom thence along the river to Cammo. Part of this-
property, it is faid; was beftowed by ene of the Kings of Seotland, upor
a hufbandman- of tHe name of Howifon, on account of effential fervices:
rendered to his Majefty. Tradition relates, that the King, hunting in-
the-neighbourhoed, was ittacked by a-gang of gipfies or rebbers, who-
were- proceeding: to ule liim very roughly, when the above mentioned.
perfon, threfhing grain-in a barn hard by, alarmed-by his Majefty’s cries,,
run to-his. affitance with his flail, and exerted that weapon-fo manful:.
ly as-to put therogues to flight..

Whether the above tradition is founded on truth, or at what time the:
affair happened, cannot now be afcertained. The oldeft charter that
~ L have feen ofithe Héwifon family is one in the public regifters, bearing;
date 1 5th Fune 1470, to Fames Howifon, foand heir of J6bn Howifon bur-.
gefs of Edinburgh, confirming to him- a -charter of. Richard Cairns of
Craighoufe-dated: 19th- 4p. 1465, of the lands of -Langhaugh and Holme-
dow, with- their pertinents, lying in the town and territory of Cramond"
'Regir, betwixt the lands of Thomas de Cramond, Fobn Skynar, other
lands belonging to.the faid Richard Cairns, and lands belonging. to the

B faid’

* He was born 3oth Dec. 1758, ftudied the law-in the Temple ut London and i
Edinburgh Univerfity, where he prqceeded M. A. in 1778. In 1981 he was called:
to the bar, in 1790 appoiated Clerk to the Commiffary Court, and dying in the life<

time of his father at Edinburgh 16th Yan. 1793, ®ta. 35, was buried with bis ancef--
tors in the chancel of the church of Ava: :
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faid Fames Howifon, on the §. and the river Amon en'the N. fo it is e-
_vident from thence that the Howifons had property in Cramond Regis

even previgus to 1465. An opinion prevails, that the lands of Bracbead are

held by the tenure of attending at Cramond bridge, with a bafon of wa-
terand a napkin every time the King of Scotland pafles it, for bis Ma-
jefty to wath his hands if fo inclined ; byt ypon ap examination of the
charters it appears, that the reddendo is “ Servitium lavacri, in nomizs
albe firme,” which means pothing: mare than giving a bafon by way
of quit-rept, withont any ﬂipulation of attendance at Cramend bridge.
The Hewifons of Braechead arg by far the moft antient family ia the
pari(h, having {ubfifted there upwards of 310 years, a longer peviod
than gny other of the pumerqys families that have had intereft in this
ditri% has dane. Alexgnder Hawifon of Brachead, the ninth in de-
fcent from Fames Howifon mentioped in the charter of 1476, augmen-
ted his praperty in this parith in 1694, by purchafing part of Siv Pasrick
Hamilten's eftate, and died 18th 4p. 1703, ®ta. 63. His ¢ldeft furviving
fon, Willigm Howifow of Braehead, died of an apapledic fit on his way
" home from Cramond church, 20th Feb. 1729, ®ta, 63. He married Mar<
garet daughter of Fobn Mitchel of 4lderfions, by whom he was father
of Yobz Howifon of Braebead, the laft male heir of this family, who
died 12th May 1787 =®ta. 74, leaving only two daughters by his wife
Elizabetb, daughter of Fobn Crawford of Crawfordland * in dirfhire, wi-
dow of William Fajrly of Fairly in the fame county. The fl,de{t daugh-
ter, Elixabeth Howifow, was married in 1777 te the Rev. Fames Moody,
one of the minifters of Perth, who is now,%jure yxoris, proprietor of Brae-
. bead.
* This family of Crawford of Crawfbrdland is remarkable fox the circumftance
of having produced ten fucceflive generations of the name of Fobn, who inherited the
eftate without the intervention of a collateral branch. The laft proprietor, Lieu-
tenant Col. Yobn Walkinfbaw Crawford of Crawfordland, diftinguifhed himfelf at the
battles of Dettingen and Fontenoy, and in Ameriea; and died at Edinburgh m Feb.
1793, ®ta. 73, unmasried. The reprefentation thereupon devolved upon his aunt,

Mrs Howifon of Braebead ; but the efiate, in virtue of a deed executed by hunfell
became the property of Meflrs, Coutts and Co. Bankers in London.
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bead. The arms of this antient family are Argent a heart, proper, on a
chief, Azure three fleurs de lis, Or creft, a ‘dexter hand, ere and
extended, couped at tke wrift, proper. Motto, Surfum corda.

South weft from Braebead, in an elevated fituation on the eaft fide of
Leny Hill, ftands the houfe of Camme, now called New Saughton, the
property and refidence of Charles Watfon, of Saughton in the parifh of
Corflorpbine, chief of the name in Scotland. New Saughton is a com-
modious manfion, built in 3693 by Fobn Menzies of Cammo, command-

ing a remarkably fine view of the windings of the 4mon, among fleep

and woody banks, as alfo of the Frith of Forzh. Extenfive tracts of va-

luable and well grown timber adorn this eftate, particularly on the fide

of the river ; and the grounds about the houfe are laid out in a very or-
namental ftile by the prefent p;'oprietor,‘a gentleman not more refpec-
table for his extenfive pofleflions and {plendid connelions, than for
unaffeCied kindnefs and hofpitality to his friends.

The charter recited at p. 49, narrates that in 1345, part of the effate
of Thomas de Cramond in this parilh was bounded on the north by lapds.
belonging to the Abbot and convent of Incheolm. Thefe lands appear
evidentljr to have been thofe of Cammo ; for in the indenture of ex-
cambion in the pofleflion of Mr Hatfon, entered into between Robert de-
Cardney Bifhop of Dunkeld on the one part, and Fobn de Nudre
(Niddety) and William de Nuydre his fon and heir on the other part,

noticed at p. 45, it is mentioned that Bifhop Cardney poffefled Cammo.’

heritably, in virtue of an excambion and contra& of fale from Yobn, Ab-
bot of Inchcalm, By the indenture, which is dated at Auchtertoal in
Fife 3oth March 1409, the Bifhop, with confent of the Dean and
Chapter of Dunkeld, gave and granted to Yobn de Nudre, his heirs and
affigns, all and whole his lands of Cambow, within the County of E-
dinburgh, with all pertinents and privileges thereto belonging, among
whieh that of mercheta mulierum is fpecially included. In exchange,
Nudre granted and refigned for ever to the faid Bifhop, and his fucceffors.
in the fee of Dunkeld, his tower fituated within the church town of Cra-

mond,

o
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mond, all the lands, crofts, and pieces of ground to him belonging within
the barony of Kirk Cramond, and annual renpS extending to 30s. Sc. pay-
able out of divers pofleflions there, as particularly fpecified in the note
at p. 45 and 46.

Robert Niddery of Cammo, probably fon of William de Nudre before
mentioned, dying without male iffue, . the extenfive property belonging
to bim in this parifh was divided among his four daughters, one of
whom, Elizabeth Niddery, married William Mowbray, a fon of the once
potent family of that name long feated at Barnbougle cafile. Their
fon and fucceffor, Thomas Mowbray, upon the refignation of his mother,
obtained from Thomas, Bifthop of Dunkeld, a fafine of Cammo, l;earing
date 26th July 1463 °; and in 1475, he had a charter under the great
feal, of all the lands and pertinents that belonged to her within the ter-
ritory of Cramond Regis t. Alexander Mowbray, heir to Thomas, fuc-
ceeded in 1506, and James Mowbray, heir to Alexander, in 1513. This
Fames, and fahet Laurifton his wife, obtained a charter of Cammo, dat-
ed 8th Fuly 1540, and he dying in 1574, was fucceeded by his fon
Thomas Mowbray of Cammo, who married Dorothea, daughter of
— Houfloun of Houffoun, and made a refignation of thefe lands in favour
of Yobn Mowbray his fon, and Aliﬁm Logan wife of the faid Fobn, 18th
Fune 1591 This Jobn did not long furvive, as he died sth Fune
1593, leaving an infant fon and heir, Fobn Mowbray of Cammo,
who married Margaret, fifter of Thomas Young of Leny. In 1637,
he fold Cammo, after it had been nearly two centuries in his fami-
ly, to William Wilkie merchant in Edinburgh, defcended from an anti-
ent and knightly family, which flill fubfifts at Fouldean in Berwick-
fhire. He married Alifon Living/lone, and had a fon and fuccef-

Aor, fames Wilkie, in whofe favour he refigned the lands of Cammo, by

charter

# In Mr Watfon’s charter cheft, which contains a numerous and valuable collec-
tion of charters and other papers, relating to his extenfive property in different parts
of Scotland.

+ Cart, in publ. Arch.
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charter, dated 24th Mar. 1640. This Fames Wilkie of Cammo died in

1651, having married Catherine, daughter of Thomas Young of Lény,
by whom he had a fon, William Wilkie, born sth Of. 1649, who died in
his infancy, and two daughters, dgnes and Rachel ; the laft of whom, a
pofthumous ‘child, born 26th Feb. 1652, became fole heirefs to her fa-
ther. She martied, 13th Mar. 1679, Jobn Menzies, of Coulterallers in

the county of Lamark, Advocate, and dying in 1688, =ta. 37, left

Cammo to her faid huftband, by whom fhe had three fons and four daugh-"
ters. He made purchafes- of feveral lands in this parifh, and built the

prefent houfe of New Saughton ; but his affairs becoming involved, he

was obliged to retire to the more humble manfion of Whitehoufe, and to’
difpofe of Cammo, which he did in 1710, to Sir Fobn Clerk of Pennycuick,

Bart. one of the Barons of the Exchequer in Scotland, a gentleman

whofe antiquarian knowledge has been much and juftly celebrated. He

gave confiderable affitance to Gordon in compiling the Itinerarium Septen-

trionale ; in which it is mentioned, that * among all the colle&ions of
« Roman Antiquities in Scotland, that of Barpn Cler juﬁlf claims the

« preference both as to number and curiofity, and it would require a trea-’
« tife to defcribe them.” His long refidence at Camimo,- and his cohnec- -
tion with Sir Fobn Inglis, were the means of enriching his mufzeum with
innumerable coins and other remains of antiquity found at Cramond.

In 1726, upon the death of his father, he removed to his paternal
feat of Pennycwick, and fold Cammo for the fum of L. 4333:6:8. to
Yobn Hog, of Ladykirk in Berwickfire®, (nephew of Sir Roger Hog of
Harcarfe in the fame county, Senator of the College of Juftice.) This
gentleman was efteemed, not only by ftrangers, but even by his own fa-
mily, to be poffeflfed of great wealth; a report he took care not to dif-
cvuntenance, as he gave his eldeft fon Fobn an expenfive education, in

) I which

* He had purchafed the barony of Ladypkirk, for L.8122:18s. and his fon difpo-

fed of it in 1939, for L.9652: 10s. being 22} years purchafe of the free reat, to

William Robertfon Efq. whofe grandfon, of the fame name, is the prefent proprietor
of that valuable eftate.
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which foreign travel was included, bred him to no profeflion, and fpent

a confiderable fum in an unfuccefsful attempt to procure him a feat in.
Parliament for the Kingborn diltrit of boroughs. In 1736, the young

gentleman paid his addrefles to Barbara, fecond. daughter * of Sir Chrif-

topher Mufgrave, of Fdenball in Cumberland, Knight of the fhire for

that county, 3 young lady of great beauty but of {fmall fortune, her por-

tion being only L. 1000; and he, upon that occafion, applied to his fa-

ther to make fettlements. To this requifition old Mr Hog confenting with

great readinefs, made out a ftatement of his affairs, from whence it ap-

peared that he had a clear yearly income of L. 700, all which he gave

up to bis fon, referving for himfelf the life-rent of Cammo, and upon the

faith of this ftatement the marriage was concluded, in 1736. But foon

afterwards the young gentleman came to difcover that he had been moft.
cruelly impofed ypon by his father, who, fo far from having L. 700, as.
he alledged, had fcarcely L. 200 a year. In confequence of this cruel
and unaccountable deception, young Mr Hog was.quickly obliged to dil-.
pofe of his whole landed. property, and dicd in Famaica in 1744,. leaving
hi;z wife, and four. infant daughters, in a very deftitute conditien }:..

_ The barony of Cammo was. purchafed, in 1741, for the fum of"
L. 4252.: 10s. by Fames Watfon, of Saughton.in the parith.of Corflorpbine,
a gentleman of an ample. fortune, and head of a family yielding to none.

"in Mid Lothian in antiquity, and to very few in extent of property. He
thought proper to-change the name of this barony, Cammo, into the lefs:
harmonious appellation. of New Saugbton, and died 26th Dec. 1778,
in the 6gth year of. his age. He married at Ho'petowx Houfe 13th. 7a-
nuary 1737, Lady. Helen Hope, daughter of. Charles fickt Earl of Hope-.
toun, by. whom he had feveral children, and was fucceeded. by his on..
ly furviving fon, Cbarles, Watfon of Saughtan, then Captain. of the.

Grenadier

* Grand daughter of Sir. Yobn Chardin,. the famous oriental traveller.
t Mrs Hog, however, was foon relieved from that difagreeable fituation, by her
marriage (9th Aug. 1749,) to the Right Hon. Jobn Idle, Lord Chief Baron of the Ex-

chequer in Scotland. One of her daughters by Mr Hog, was married in 1787 ta the
Rev. = Howard, brother of Jobs Earl of Suffolk.and Berkfbire,
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Grenadier company of the 25th regiment of foot. At the clofe of the
American war, he quitted the army ; and having married lady Margaret
Carnegie, daughter of George 6th Earl of Northefk, had by that excel-
lent lady, who died, greatly lamented, at Edmburgb 15th Mar. 1793,
three fons, and two daughters ®.

Weft from New Saughbton, lie the lands of Leny, (by far the moft exten-
five barony in this diftri®t), the property of William Hepe Weir Efq. whofe
noble feat of Craigichall ftands on the oppofite bank of the Aman, in Dal
meny parith. A confiderable part of this barony, efpecially along the
river, is low meadow ground, from whence perhaps the name is taken,
Leana or Leannab fignifying, in the Gaelic, a meadow. This low fitua-
tion expofes the land to the difadvantage of being overflowed in fpeats,
by which the grain and manure on the ground are not unfrequently
floated away, to the no fmall prejudice of the farmers, who, however,
could eafily avoid all fuch damage, by removing their crops, as foon as
cut, to the higher grounds. Near Craigieball, the channel of the rivet
becomes rocky and contra@®ed, with high and well wooded banks, a-
dorned with pleafant walks, Here the Amor forms a cafcade of about
fix feet in perpendicular height, below which, in 1757, the father of the
prefent proprietor built a ftone bridge of one arch, the chord of which is
48. feet, and the height above the water 38 feet. As the whole is exe-
cuted in a ruftic ftile, and the fpring of the arch coricealed by the wood
that ‘profufely covers the banks on each fide, this bridge has the appear-
ance of a natural rock perforated .

I2 On

* Writs of the Eftate, Seflion Papers, Parith Regifters, &c. As the moft confider-
able part of Mr Wat/fon's property lies in the parith of Cor/fforpbine, where his ancef-
tors refided for more than three centuries, 1 have not enlarged further on his family
in this place, fince I propofe, if I meet with any encouragement, to treat of that dif-
trict in a feparate publication.

+ Of this pleafing obje®, there ate two views engraved, though both of them are
very far from doing juftice to the beauties of this delightful fcene; 1. A view in the
gardens of Craigieball the feat of the Hon. Charles Hope Weir, Jobn Hope (his fon)
delin. 1762, §fobs Brown fculp. ¢to, This was taken from the weft point of Pemus

ifland,
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On the north flope of Leny Hill, directly over againft Craigieball, the
late Mr Hope laid out a deer park, bounded on the upper part by a broad
terrace walk, in the center of which he built a belvidere above 30 feet
in height, and 28 in diameter, commanding a noble profpe& of his ex-.
tenfive domains, and frenting the north, On this fide is a portico {up-
ported by four pillars, having on the pediment his grandfather the
Marquis of Annandale’s arms, and above them thefe well known lines
of Horace, ' '

Dum licet, in rebus jucundis, vive beatus,
Vive memor quam fis @vi brevis.

The apartments of this pleafant edifice are furnifhed with real antique
bufts, figures, and infcriptions, brought from Iialy by the late proprie-

tor, whofe tafte in the fine arts was well known. '
"To the eaftward of the belvidere, in former times, flood a chapel,
(founded pr&bably by one of the Sinclairs of Roflin, a family diftin-
guifhed for liberality to the church ;) fome veftiges of which were to be
traced within thefe forty years, and its ruins form a fmall barrow, ftill
called the Chapel-know. On the top of this barrow is a large flone,
brought from Lenypath, about 8 feet in height and 10 in circumference,
now broke mto two. S. from the belvidere is a dove-cote, with the
date 1598, having near it a deep well, cut with great labour through a
firatum of flone, both fortherly Belonging to the manfion houfe of the
Youngs of Eeny. Of this feat no remains are now left, as it was pulled
down when that family removed to King’s Cramond, and the materials
fold and taken away ta build the houfe of Ingliftoun, two miles S. W.
from hence. .
~ It appears that, in 1384, Leny conftituted part of the extenfive pof-
‘ ' feflions

iffand, (fo called, from a leaden caft of the Penus di' Medici therein), and reprefents
the bridge, with the waterfall and bathing hoafe above it, appearing through the
arch, 2, The bridge at Craigieball, Yobn Hope delin. 1765, ¥. Taylor feulp. 4to.
taken above the bridge.
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feflions of Sit Henry Sinclair of Roflin, Earl of Orkney, and Duke of Old-
enburgh, from his granting an annualrent of 20 merks out of the lands of
Leny, to Sir Yames Sinclair of Longformacus, 7th JFune that year. This-
grant was confirmed by his fon Henry, 2d Earl of Oréney, 2oth Feb.
J418 *; foon after which it would feem that he difpofed of the barony of
Leny, fince there is, in the public regifters, a charter to Edward Crichton:
of Krealboufe, proceeding on a charter myade to him by George Crichton,
fon and heir of Stepben Gricbton of Cairus, of all and whole his lands,.
lying within the village of Lanying, in the barony of Cramond, within:
the county of Edinburgh, to be holden of the faid George, dated 2d O
1427 §. In the courfe of that century, the barony of Leay was divided
into two moieties, as appears from a charter to Febn Honfloun of Houflous:
in the county of Renfrew, dimidietasis de Lany, dated 14th Nov, 1468,
This autiént and knightly family, an account of whom may be feen in
Crawford’ s Hiftory of Reafrewsbire, p. 102108, continued in pofleffion
of that, an%iety for the fpace of two centuries, as it was not till 12th
Fune 1688, that it was difpofed of, by Sir Patrich Houfoun of Hobfloun;
for the fum of L. 2638: 17: 9} to Sir Fobn Young of Leny .

With-regard to the other moaiety of the barony of Zeay, it was long the.
property of a family of the name of Bortbwick, fince Nicholas de Borth-
wick obtained a chaster of the lands of Leny; on the refignation of George
Crichton of Cairns, Lord High Admiral of Scotland, dated 1t Apr. 1450.
Fobn Borthwick of Leny, fuceeflor of Nicholas, fold his property here to
Stephen Bortbwick, Burgels of Edinburgh, Margaret Macrerick his
fpoufe, and Fames Bortbwick bie fon and heir ; who thereupon had a
charter under the great feal, dated s4th Feb. 1490, of the half of Over-
Leny, extending to ten merks of land, and alfo of the half of Nether
Leny, likewife‘ extending to ten merks of land, at that time occupied by
Fanes Crichton, widow of Andrew Crichton §. Eleasar Bortbunch, the

o laft:
* Douglas’s Baronage, 249:
t+ Douglas’s Peerage, 112. ’

1 Cart. in publ. Arch. and writs of the eftate..
§ Cart. in publ.-Arch.
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laft-of that name who had intereft here,  was one of the inqueft on the fer-
vice of Jobn Mowbray of Cammo, 28th Apr. 1614, and fhortly after-
wards difpofed of his half of the lands of Netber Leny to Fobn 1 ounj',
writer, Sheriff Clerk of Edinburgh, whofe fifter, Ifobe/ Young, {poufe of
Robert Peirfoun Flefher in Canongate, was proprietor of the half of Over
Leny.  Febn Young died in 1622, baving, in 1620, fold the half of Netber
Leny to Thomas Young, writer to the Signet, who, in 1623, acquired the
half of Over Leny from Mrs Peirfoun*. Heemarried Margaret, fifter of
Sir Archibald Primrofe of Carrington, Lord Regifter of Scotland, by
whom he had fifteen children ; and dying about 1654, was fucceeded by
his gldeft fon, Sir- Yobn Young of Leny, born 3d Dec. 1624. Sir jobn
was for many years one of the Farmers of the Cuftoms and Excife of
Scotland ; and in 1668, acquired the other moiety of the barony of Leny |
from Sir Patrick Houfloun ; by which; and by feveral other purchafes, par-
ticularly of King’s Cramond, he became the moft confiderable heritor in
the parith. He married Mary, daughter of Sir Thomas Hope of Kerfe,
by whom he had thirteen children; and died in 1690, =ta. 66, leaving
his affairs deeply involved. His eldeft fon and fucceflfor, Archibald
Young of Leny, born 15th Dec. 1665, died unmarried in 1694, ®ta. 29,
and was {fucceeded by his brother Major Thomas Young, who, the fame
year, difpofed of the whole barony of Leny, for the fum of L. 5747 : 15s.
6%d, to his kinfman Archibald Primrofe of Dalmeny, afterwards Earl of
Rofeberry ¢.

His Lord{hip entailed Leny on his fecond fon, Everingbam Primrofe ;
but that young gentleman dying foon thereafter, this barony was, in
1698, fold to Andrew Myrton, a wealthy merchant in Edinburgh, de-

fcended

* Writs of Cammo and Leny. This family, however, had fome intereft in the
parith previous to 1620 ; for there is in the public regifters a charter to Thomas
Young, Writer to the Signet, of a fourth part of the lands of Cammo, dated 12th Fan.
1587. The Youngs of Leny bore for arms, Arg. on three piles, S.as many annulets,
O. Creft, a dexter arm holding a lance in bend, proper. Motto, Prefs through.

+ Writs of the barony of Leny, Parith Regifters, &c. ’
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fe¢ended from tlie antient family of Cambo-in- Fife. Mr Myrton, in 169g, -
made purchafe of the adjacent lands of Gogar, in Corflorphine parith,. |
forming, together with Leny, a fair and compaé property of above r500
acres in extent, which, in 5708, was ereCted into a barony, to be called'
the barony of Gogar ;. and he was created a baronet 28th Fune fame-
year. Dying about 1716, he was fucceeded by his eldeft fon, Sir Robert;
Myrton of Gogar, by whom, in 1744, the lands of Leny were difunited

from. Gogar, and fold to the'Hon. Cbarles Hope Weir.of Craigiehall, then:
Member of Parliament for the county of Linlithgow, fecond fon of”
Charles firft Earl of Hopetoun*.. He died at Craigiehall 30th Dec: 1791,

xta. 82, and was fucceeded by his eldeft furviving fon, William Hope-
Weir of Craigieball and Blackwood; the: prefent:proprietor.

The whole of that portion of the parifh, which lies on the weft fide of.
the river Amon, in the county of Linlithgow, is the property. of the Earl
of Rofeberry, conftituting part of his Lordfhip’s well known and much:
admired park, pleafure ground, and ferme ornée of Barnbougle: As the
bareny of Barnbougle lies chiefly in-the parifh.of Dalmeny, of which, if
the prefent work is favourably received, I propofe to treat in'a feparate:
publication, L will not here enter into the detail of the uncommon beau--
ties.of this delightful park, nor make particular mention.of the proprie~
tors of the barony. On this laft head.I will, at prefent, only obferve,.
that it. was,. for thirteen generations, the property. of the illuftrious Nor-
man- family of Mowbray; the laft of whom, Sir. Robert Mowbray of.
Barnbougle, was obliged, through.debts and other misfortunes, to difpofe:
of this noble inheritance in the year 1615,. to Thomas Lord Binning, af-
terwards created-Earl of Haddington, from whofe grandfon Fohn, fourth.
Earl of Haddingtor, Barnbougle was purchafed, in 1662, by Sir Arcbibald:
Primrofe of Carrington, Lord Regifter of Scotland. From this able ftatef--

: : man.

* The lands of Ratbobyres, which had-been purchafed by Mr Hope at a judicial:
fale, were given, along with about L. 4000, in exchange for Lesy.
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man’ Barnbougle came by defcent to his great grandfon, Neil, third and
prefent Earl of Rofeberry ®.

There were in this parith two commons of about 130 acres in extent ;
but they were divided, by decreet-arbitral of James Balfour of Pilrig,
Sheriff-depute of the county of Edirburgh, dated 3oth Now. 1762,
among the proprietors claiming intereft therein.

Having now completed the tour of the different eftates, I propofe next
to treat of the ecclefiaftical affairs of this diftrid. '

S ECT

ECCLESIASTICAL STATE. R
Nma the confluence of the Forth and Amon, about 180 yards to the
fouthward of the village of Netber Cramond, in the midft of an inclofure
fkirted with well grown trees, ftands Cramond chutch, which belongs to
the Prefbytery of Edinburgh, and the Synod of Lothian and Tweeddale.
In times of Popery and Epifcopacy, it was included in the diocefe of Dun-
#eld, having been originally a menfal church of the Bifhops of that fee.
By the nature of all fuch churches, it was a parfonage of which the Bi-
fhop was underftood to be parfon, and, as fuch, entitled to the whole
tithes of the parifh, which he applied to his own ufe for the fupport of
his houfehold and table (menfa, whence menfal) after affigning a fmall

portion to the vicar ferving the cure, generally one of his domeftic chap- -
lains. Cramond church was dedicated to St. Columba ; in the public regi-
fters
* Charters and other writs of the barony, extending upwards of 450 years back,
ahd containing feveral curious and important partitulars, the perufal of which was

rendered doubly interefting by the polite atvention of Lord Roﬁberrj, who was at

the trouble of fele@ing and pointing out fuch papers as in his opinion would prove of
ufe for this work.
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fters, is a confirmation ofis chavter viidlerander Coirour, vicar of Dunfyre
in Lanarkfbire, bearing.date 1ath- Yum. 1478, whierein he grants annual-
rents extending to L. 9: 3s. Sg. to'be Jevied from different tenements in
Edinburgh, the Canongate, and Leweh; for-the fupport of a chaplain divi-
na celebranti et in perpesuum Selebearuso annuatim, &t the parachial dltad of
St. Columba, fituated within the parifh church of St. Columba of Nether
Crawmond ; and alfo two atres of ground lying i the village of Eaft
Craigie, for the building of a houfe to the aforefuid chaplain ; to be held
in pure and perpetual alns. There was alfo another altat in this churéh,

- dedicated. to the Virgin Mary; add the pasrbnage of both altdrs was

vefted in the Mowdrays of Barnbougle, !

The prefent church was built in 1656, when it confifted of a bddy 74
feet in length by 32 in breadth, with a crofs aile 17 feet broad, ftretch-
ing 13 feet out of each fide of the main build{ng, and a fteeple at the W,
end, about 17 feet fquare, furmouhted with & fhort obtufe fpire. In
1701, there was another aile added to the N. fide of the church, W. of
the former one, by the Earl of Cromqrty, and the {ame year the 8. aile
was lengthened and heightened by the Earl of Ruglen. At the E. end
of the church are two burial pta¢es, orié Belonging to the family of Zoung
of Leny, and the other to that of Inglis of Cramond ; the laft having a
Gothic roof of flag ftones. This part was formerly the choir, and is faid
to have pertained to the ABYot.of Zavhcodn.’ The church is covered with
blue flate, and in the fteeple héhgs a bell thys infcribed, MicHAEL
BURGHERSDYK FECIT ME 1619. 'Sor1 Dxo GLORIA *.

The following are the only- momuhamk erefted ih memory of perfons
above the degree of farmers. '

In a niche, in the weﬁ wall of Graqtogm ajle, is a marble buft,
above whichig 4 moert hdad aad: thdfc worts, SPERANDG'SEPERAVI ; at
the bottom of the buft, on an entablature, are thefe lines.

K_' . _— .. VERA

<®-This Bl Was ehiied wa}w,) the Pmmnt's forors, mmﬁoreawm patith
By Genoedl Mo H°+638, aittet wittll follicttacton’ cttploped;! atd interelt shade, 25
appars from the Seffion records,
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VERA EFFIGIES DNI. JAC. HOPPAEI
' HOPTONLE MILITIS CELEBERRIMI,
ZETAT. SVE 47
. .A.D. MDGLXL
And on a_piece of marble fixed into the ftone below, -
HERE LI1ES THE BODY OF
-SIR JAMES HOPE OF HORETOUN,
WHO DECRASED ANNO 1661, .
In the vault belonging to Baratoun is & leaden coffin without any in-
fcription, containing the body of Jobn Earl of Selkirk and Ruglen, who
died 3d Dec. 1744, ®ta. 82 ; alfo a ftone lying on the gtound. thus in~
fcribed, - -
Beneath
Are the mortal parts
of
The Rev. Mr Francis Sherriff
Firft fettled Miniftex
In
Lady Glenorchy’s Chapel in Edinburgh..
. . ms )
Faithful fervices there.
Were
Short but ufeful.
Six months ha finiflied his labours;,
- Having borne
A long illnefs with much fubnnﬂion,
In
The triumphant hope of the gofpel
He
Died at Barntosn ‘
Fume 12tk 1778, =ta. 28.
Kleffed is the fervant'whom. his. Lord fball find fo doing*: -

* In 1787 was publifhed, a ¢ Short Account of the Life, Experiences, and Death, of
% the Rev, Mr Francis Sherriff late Paftor of Lady Glemorchy's. ed”;. 12mo
Bp. 60, from whence it appears,,that he was born in 37,50, educated at Mufelbwygh-
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On the outfide of the S. wall of the church, near the E. end, is an, o-
val tablet, with a pillar on each fide, bearing this infcription :
Here lyes
Alexander Howifon
of Braehead, who died the 18
of April 1703, his age 63 years;
alo Martha Young his
{poufe, who died the 6th Jan.
1704, her age 63 years.

In the church-yard, near the S. wall, is a {quare columa, about 7 feet
in height, and three feet in thicknefs, which appears to have had long
Latin iti‘fcriptions on the N. and E. fides, but the monument being coms
pofed of very friable ftone, the letters are now quite obliterated. What
could be made out is, * MacisTRo RoBERTO DALGLESIO, DE LAURISTON,
“ VIRO CLARO, QUI oBIIT I2 OcToB. 1662, Lupovicus Cracius Riccar-
“ TONENSIS.” '

Clofe by this monument, is a large flat ftone, fupported by fmall pil-
lars, thus infcribed, “ Sub boc faxo quicfcit Jana Dalglifia, Joannis-Kno-
« xii Pafloris Ecclefic qua Letha ¢ff Borealis, uxor letiffima, que fuavi-
“ tate morum, cecomomic peritia, pictate erga maritum et liberos, confan-
“ tia et firmitate animi in omni fartuna, infigui numinis reverentia pre aliis
“ eminebat. Nata 6to Decembris 1641, nupta Fune 1659, obiit 26 Oc-
“ tobris 1673, atat. 32.”

A large ftone built into the E. wall of the church-yard, has a coat ar-
morial of a faltire between 4 laurel leaves, and thefe words below,

K 2 , HEerx

and Edsburgh, travelled abroad in 1769 with the eldeft fon of the Earl of D. and
on his return, got the place of a clerk in the war office; he quitted this ftation in
1771, and failed to Yamaica and New Yor#, from whence returning home in 1773,

" he was, after feveral ineffetual attempts to obtain the prefentation to a living in

this country, ordained, in 1775, Chaplain to one of the Scots Regiments in the
Dutch fervice. His health beginning to decline, and being advifed to try his native
gir, he came over to Edinburgh in Sep. 1777, and took up his refidence in Lady
Glenorchy’s houfe, where he continued till his death the next year.
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_ MERE LYES JOEN STAL-

KER OF EASTER DRY-

LAW, AN TRUE AND

LIVELY PATTERN OF

PIETY AND PROBITY,

WHA DYED G FEB.

ZETA. 60. A. D. 1603. .

Againft the W, wall of the inclofed cemetery next adjoining to Bam-
toun aile, is a ftone thus infcribed :

« Here lyes ‘the body of Catberine Ofwald, from which the foul iwds
“ removed by death, upon the 6th of Aug. 1730, in the 46th year of
“ her age, and 22d of her married life. She was fpoufe to Mr Fames

« ‘Smith Minifter of the Gofpel at Edinburgh, who before his tranfporta-
* tion to that place, had laboured in the miniftry at Crama(zd, for more
“ than 18 years

® She was a bright example ot‘ true religion and virtue in her I’lfe,
“ and of patience, faith, and refignation to the will of God in her death.
- % Hoc qualecunque monumentum ob an?:tud‘nem loci mmuﬁ:ulum maerm:
“ pofuit Jac. Smith, maritus.*

- On another ftone ‘in the fame cemetery “ Here" ﬁeepeth in Jefus
“ in hopes of a joyous refurreion, Anne Rainalds f'poufe ‘to Mr Fobn
« Hamikon, Muuﬁer at Cramond, the was educate and mamed in Zre-
“ Jand, from whence coming in 1689, to fojourn in Scotland, "he preach-
“ ed in Cramond, where fhe died Dec. 28th 1692, leaving behind her
“ four children, Archibald, Fean, Fames and Dorothy Hamiltons ; being
- ¢ of her age 43, whereof 19 years married.”

" W. from the fleeple is a large flat flone on piltars, thus inferibed,
' ' HERE LYES MRS ANNE HAY '
WIFE OF MR PETER EDDAR - -
OF BRIDGLANDS. SHE DIED
THE FOURTH DAY OF APRIL .
1779, AGER 55 ¥EARS.
ALSO
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.. 4lLSQ THL SAID PETER EDGAR
+vy - 'WBQDIEDTHE . DAYOE | ©

.. ." _ JANUARY 1783, AGED 75 YEARS. .
There ‘are.in.th# church-yard feveral monuments of perfons of. ipferiox
rank, . g ndhe ‘of them vemarkables - and in other parts of the parifhi;
foyr tomb Reses; fuppofed: to be in memory of victims to that 'dreadfut
difeafe, the plsgue;, who were hot allowed to be buried in’ the church-
~ yard, fretm an. apprehenfion: 6f the infection’s aguin fpreading by inud-
veatepsly opening ithei graves*. :.The dates on them are 1646 and
1647, and it appears from Balfour’s Annals, that this dreadful difeats
had fame years Defore, vifitoll this plice, ds he fays, that in harveft 3635 the
plague hroke out, at Cramond and Borrowfounsfs, being brought té. thefe

places by fome Dutch (bips, and feveral perfons died of it -
- The patvonaga.of, Gramond chusch *was vefted in the Bifhops of Dux.
deld Al 3 597, When Peter: Rolloak,.of Pisoan in this. parifi, ‘she ther
Bifhqp.inf thas fee;.made. airefignation-thercof iato ‘the King's . hands.
His Majefty, the fame year, incorporated and annexed the right of pa-
tropnge  of: Crnmidnd chuscf ta the:lands of Over Barmtoun, to remain:
thatewith-infapeitibly for ever in all time coming, and conftituted Fames
Elpbinflan, o080 -of she Strdtors of: the College of Juftice, and his beirs
male, and his {ucceffors in the faid lands of Oser Baratoun relpe&ively
and-fucceffively, undoubted and icredeemable heritable patrons of the:
par{bnage and v1caragc of Cramond, by charter under the great feal, dat-
ed ut‘h Aug 1 397 Mr Elpbugﬂanc (aftcl‘.wards cnca.iedlm:d Balmeri-
R P T L ’ nocb)

¢« -

- Two of thofe tomb ftones are in a field called the Whinny Haugh, fouth weft
Eom Kilg’s Cramoend ;- a thitd'is in 2 dtqueﬂered fpot'on the banks of a fmall rivu-
let inthe ealtmoft inclofuré of Nether Cramond next the fea; and the fourth lies im-
murdiately, within the notth walfof éhro{me ‘Park, eaft from thei iron gates Oni thetwo:
frf} are dhefs inferiptions; «-Plere lzes Folbin D - ‘; wha died the 20th of Nov..
“ anno 1647, And = Here lyes. Yanet Damuboy, who deceafed the 2cth of O&..
“ ammo 1647, On the third “Here lycs Thomas Farme, deceafed 224  Juli, Memente.
“ mors.” The laft has nothﬂ’rg- upon it except’l, “A. 1646 Co
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noch) had previoufly, (in 1589,) obtained from the Bifhop of Dunkeld a
tack of all the tiend fheaves (tithes) of this parifh, for 19 years and 19
years, on payment of 260 merks Scotch ;. and this tack was afterwards
prolonged to five times 19 years more, by a& of Parliament, dated 5th
Mar. 1018. Bat it appears that the proprietors of almoft all the different
eftates in the parith, have purchafed their fhares of the teinds from' the
tackimsn, at the rates fized by law. An ineffeftual attempt was made
in 2631, by Alexander Bithop of Dunkeld, to reduce Lord Balmerinoch's

right of patronage of the parfonage and teinds of C‘ramnd, by aJ'mt be:
fore the Court of Sedflion. '

The prefent flipend, or provifion for the Minifter of Crammd parrﬂ:
as {ettled by decreet. of augmentation and modification of the: Court of
Seffion, dated x:th July 1765, is 10 bolls of wheat, 44% bolls of bear, 8
bolls of meal, 33+ bolls of oats, L. 5228 : I1vr in money, and L. 6 for
providing communion elements; amounting, communibus annis, to L. 130
a year; befides which, he has = glebe of about 6 acres of fertile land,
lying compac and contiguous to the manfe, which is a fufficiently com-
modious building; though for building it, Dt Gilker: Hasnilion, the then
incumbent, was allowed by the heritars of the parith- no more than

L.83:6:8, in 1745° So that, upon the . whole, Cramond is one of the
beft livings in the church of Scotland'l'. '
The

* For that miferable pittance he was taken bound to build a new manfe, uphold it
himfelf, and leave it in good repair at his removal.

+ From the records of the teind office, it appears that previous to 1631, the mini-
fter of Cramond had a ftipend of §20 merks Sc. in money, 16 bolls of victual, the vi-
carage, cftimated at 300 merks Sc. with a manfe and glebe, and that Lord Ba/me-
rinoch gave him 16 bolls of victual more. This appearing to the Commiffioners.of
Teinds to be by no means a competent provifion, refpe& being had to the exteat of
the parifh, quality of the parithioners, and number of communicants, they, an the
21ft of Feb. 1631, fettled the ftipend at 8 bolls of wheat, 24 of bear, 34 of oats, 8
of meal, and 420 merks Sc. 20 of which were affigned for communion elements. On

Mar. 1ft 1699, the Court of Seffion augmented this provifion to the fame quantity. of
viftual as is prefently paid, with L. 344: x0. Sc. in money.
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The following is as complete a lift, as { have Been/ able to make, of the
minifters of this parifh fettled fince the Reformation.

William Cornwell. He was Reader at Cramond, 1ft Nov. 1573, with a ftipend of
only L. 31: 2: 2 Sc. together with the kirklands; of this ftipend L. 13:6: 8 was pay-
able out of the lands of the vicarage; L. 13 : 6: 8 out of the lands of the bithopric of
Dunkeld by the tackfiman er leflees of Cramond, as the Reader; and L. 4:8: 10 out
of the lands of the chaplainry of Cramond Regis ®.

Micbael Crasfloun, Minifter of Cramond, occurs frequently from 1590 to 1613,
and makes no fmall figure in Calderwood’s Hiftory of the Church of Scotland. He
was one of the commiffioners for fubfcription to the articles, for Edinburgh fheriff-
dom 6th March 1590. At the famous tumult at the tolbooth of Edinbargh 17th
Dec. 1596, when King Fames VI. was befieged therein by a riotous concourfe of
people, who wanted to wreak their vengeance on fome of his privy council, parti-
cularly the Oftavians, who were fufpe&ted of favouring Popery, during the time that
the commiffioners from the people, mimifters, &e. were in the Tolbooth codferring
with the King, Mr Cranfloun, in the pulpit of the Old Kirk, read the biftory of Ha-
man and Mordecai, and fuch like pieces of fcripture, by which he fo inflamed the

-paffions of the mob, that they ran to arms, and attempted to force epen the door of

the tolbooth, but in vain. When the fix mistifters that denied the King’s authority
in ecclefiaftical matters were imprifoned in Blucdnefs Caflle in 1606, Mr Cranffosn
was oue of the neighbouring clergymen that reforted to comfort them.  After all this
zeal againft the Court, it appears thet he changed fides, as I find hird onié of the Afféfe
fors to the Moderator of the General Aflembly that fat down at Glafgotv in Jwse 1610,
by which Epifcopacy was eftablithed in Stotlasd. To bring aboat this end fo much
defired by the Court, money was largely diftributed among the members of the Af.
fembly on preterice of bearing their charges, and an increafe of ftipend was promifed
to fome of the minifterst. Mr Cranfloxn died 1631 {.

William King, the next minifter of Cramond, died 1632 §.

William Colvill, his fuoceflor, brother of the firft Lord Colvill of Oalnlhw, | refign-

ed

¢ MS in Bibl. Jurid.—NjfBet, in his Syfiem of Heraldry, blezons the arms of one Hay of
Earsbill, fometime minifter of Cramond, (arg. three cfcallops within a berdure engrailed,
gules). He muft have been predeceflor of Mr Cranflown, amd in Calderwood’s Eeelefisfical
Hiftory Mr Walter Hay occurs as oge of the minifters of Edinburgh prefoytery in 1581,

+ Calderwood’s Eeclefisftical Hiftory, 256, 364, 625.

1 Records of the Tiend-office.

~§ Records of Baptifms of Edinburgh, Mary danghter pofthumous of uniqehile Hilliak King

myigifter of Crasiond, aad Margaret Gouper, bapticed 12th Fuly 1633, Alfo Records of the
Commiffary Court.

| Bithop Gutbric’s Memoirs, p. 69. 83.
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ed his charge here in 1639, in order to go to France with a letter from the chiefs of the
‘Covenanters to the Frencl king, to implore his Majefty’s affiftance againft the arbitrary
proceedings of Charles I. but pafling through England was taken into cuftody at Lon-
don, and all his papers feized®. Mr Colvill was fent to Newcaflle prifon, from
whence he was relieved by the Scotch army after their victory at Newburn, 3oth

" Aug. 1640, and made one of the minifters of Edinburght, but was depofed from that
charge by fentence of the General Affembly, a7th July 1649 1. At the Reftoration,
being offered a bithopric by King Charles 11. he declined the offer, but accepted the
office of Principal of Edinburgh Univerfity ; and by his Majefty’s order had the favour
of being exempted from the Declaration and other compliances contrary to his prin-
ciples. Hedied about 1675. He was author of divers pieges in Englith, and Etbica
Chriftiana in Latin,

William Dalgleifb, who had been, in 163 s, deprived of the living of Kirkmabreck
near Wigton §, for his oppofition te Epifcopacy, was fettled at Cramond in 1639, in
room of Mr Colvill, with whom he appears to have been nearly conneéted, as the
name of his wife was Elizabeth Colvill. In 1662, he was depofed for non-conformity,
and died before the Revolution il

Alexander Young, his fucceflor, defcended from the family of Auldbar, was a native
of Aberdeen, and removed from Cramond to the Archdeaconry of St. Andrews in 1666. .
In 1671, he was confecrated Bithop of Edinburgh, where he fat till 1679, when he
was tranflated to the'feé of Rofs (by the powerful influence of the Dutchefs of Lau-
derdale, who wanted to make room for her favourite Bithop Paterfon to come to E-
dinburgh). Hedied in France, after undergoing the operation of hthotomy, in Aug.
1684, wta. 559

David Falcorm- was minifter of Cramond from 1666 to 1675, when he was promo-
ted to the profeflorthip of divinity in the univerfity of St. Andrews.

7obn Sommervell, his fucceflor, was deprived of his benefice 2d May 1689, for

: refufing

o ®* Rufbworth'’s Colle&ions, 1037 and 1119, and Burnet’s Hiltory of his own Times, vol. if.
p. 30. In Dalrymple’s Memorials, vol. ii. p. 57. is preferved a letter from Mr Colvill to his
friend and patron Lord Balmerinoch, dated 3oth Apr. 1639, difapproving of the draught of
an addrefs to the French king, propofing another, and fubmitting them to the judgement of
the Earl of Lothian’and Mr Robert Leightoun.

+ Crawford’s Lives of the Officers of State, 203.

1 A&Qsof Aflembly, and Principal Baillic's Letters, ii. 289, 310, 311.

§ Stevenfon’s Hifory of the Church of Scotland, i. 145.

|| #odrow’s Hiftory of the Church.of Scotland, i. Appendix.

q Keith’s Catalogue of the Bithops of Scetland, 40, 120, compared with his monument at:
8t, Andrews. ‘
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refufing to pray for King William and Queen, Mary, and on account of his former
‘way of converfe amoong the congregation not having been fo harmlefs and blame-
lefs, as the carriage of a minifter ought to be among his people. He dicd in pover-
ty in 1692 *.

“obn Hamilton, a Prefbyterian Minifter at Cumber in the County of Down in Ire-
Jand, a place he had left on account of the troubles in that kingdom, took charge
of Cramond 6th Dec. 1689, only until he fhould have accefs to his own parifh in fre-
land, or be orderly loofed from thence. He was a perfon of exemplary piety, and
ftri@&nefs of dilcipline ; in 1692, he was appointed one of the Minifters of Edinburgh,
and notwithftanding very great oppofition from the parithioners of Cramond, was ob-
liged to remove to that city, by order of the Synod of Lotbianand Tweeddale, in 1693.
He died at Edinburgh 17th 0&. 1702 1.

IWilliam Hamslton, fon of Gavin Hamtlton of Airdrie in the county of Lanark, de-
fcended from the antient Hamiltons of Prefion, was fettled minifter of Cramond 3d Sept.
1694, and he left this charge in O¢%. 1709, on being appointed Divinity Profeffor in
Edinburgh College, an office he filled with great reputation till July 1732, when
he was made Principal of the Univerfity, but died 12th Nov. fame year, highly dif-
tinguithed for piety, learning, and moderation 1.

Sames Smith, who had been tutor to the firft Prefident Dundas of Arniffoun and
others, afterwards minifter of Morbame in Eqff Lotbian, was, after long and bitter
altercations among the parifhioners concerning other candidates for this charge §, una-
nimoufly eletted minifter of Cramond 16th Fan. 1712. In 1730, he was appointed
one of the minifters of Edisburgh, and in Fuly 1732, fucceeded Mt Hamilton as Divi-
nity Profeffor, and alo fucceeded him as Principal of the Univerfity; but like his
predeceflor, did not long enjoy that office, ‘dying at Coldfiream upon his return from
Briftol hot wells 14th Aug. 1736 ®ta. 56. beitg them alfo one of his Majefty’s chap-
lains.

L Robert

* Seffion Records.—Secallo Fountainball’s Decifions, i. 232. where is a fate of a procéfs
of fcandal between Mr Sommervell and his maid-fervant.

+ Records of the Prefbytery of Edinburgh. - .

1 One of his daughters, Anme, born 4th Fan. 1703, was married to Febn Horfley F. R. 8.
author of that valuable work, Britannia Romana, by whom fhe was mother of Samuel Ho;/lq,
the prefent learned Lord Bithop of St. David’s.

§ On Thurfday gth Frb. 1710, at a very fyll meeting of the heritors and elders of the
parith, Robert Lithgow and William Brown being fet up, 34 voted for the former and 26 for
the latter ; but the matter being carried before the Prefbytery and Synod, the fuccefsful can.
didate prudently declined accepting of a charge where he was difagreeable to half the parifh.
At this keenly contelted eletion, the Earl of Ruglen, in whom the right of patronage was
velted, voted only as a private heritor.



.} ECCLESIASTICAL STATE.

" Robert Hamilton, fourth fon of Principal William Hamilton before mentioned,
born at Cramond 19th May 1707, was, on Mr Smith’s removal, fettled here 4th Ap.
1731. In 1936, he was appointed one of the minifters of Edigburgh, and in 1754,
Divinity Profeflor in the Univerfity there, as alfo Dean of the order of the Thiftle.
He died 3d 4pr:il 1784, =ta. 8o.

Gslbert Hamilton, his brother and fucccﬂ'or, being ninth and youngeft fon of Princis
pal Hamilton, was born 16th May 1715, and fettled at Cramond 1ft May 1737.
He had fo great an attachment to this place, that he would never remove hence, al-
though folicited to accept of a charge in Edinburgh ; and died minifter of Cramond
in May 1772, wta. 57. He was an affable, eafy, plain man, high in the efteem of
the fuperior order of his parithioners.

Clharles Stewart of Dunnairn in Fife, defcended from, and reprefentative of, Archibald
Stewart of Dunsairn, a younger fon of Fames fifth Earl of Mwrray, was ordained mi-
nifter of Cramond a7th Ap. 1773. He preached his farewell fermon here 25th Fed.
5776, and on the 28th of that month, gave in a demiffion of his charge to the Prefbytery,
fetting forth, that at the time of entering into the miniftry, being fully fatisfied with
the do&trines contained in the Confeffion of Faith, he had no manner of fcruple in ac«
cepting of a paftoral charge in the church of Scotland. That now, however, after
having, wish the greateft deliberation, fearched the fcriptures, he could find no au-
thority in the New Teftament, for any national church whatever; that governs
ment by Kirk Seffions, Prefbytertes, &c. did not feem to be that which Chrift had
appointed in his churches, and therefore, though he flill preferred the church of
Scosland to evety othér, as being the moft pure and orthodox in its doétrines, he
could not, in thefe circumftances, continue any longer in it. The Prefbytery, unwil.
ling to lofe fo valuable a member, from fcruples which, they imagined, might be re-
moved, appointed a committee of four, to converfe with him. This coaverfation
was however ineffe@ual, as on. the 29th of May, he declared before the Prefbytery,
that his fentiments remained unaltered, fo his demiffion was unanimoufly accepted.
He afterwards entered into an anabaptift congregation ; ftudied medicine, took the
degree of M. D. and now praiifes with great reputation at Edisburgh.

Robers Walker, fon of the paftor of 2 Scots congregation at Rotterdam in Hol-
land, was fettled at Cramond 21 Nov.'1716, and removed to the firft charge of the
Canongate of Edisburgh in 1784.

Archibald Bosar, Mr Walker's fueceflor, ffth fon of Fobn Bondr one of the minifters
of Perth, Wwas in 1979, ordained minifter of Newburn in Fife, from whetice he was,
in 1783, tranflated to Glafgow ; butfinding his charge in that populous city too labo-
rious and public a fituation for a difpofition naturally fitted for retirement, he was
glad to accept the offer made to him by Lady Glenorchy, of this more eafy and quiet
¢hdrge of Cramond, where he was lettled in 1985.

The
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The vicarage of Cramond is rated L, 4. in Bagimont’s Rall*, which
was made up in 1412, .The rental of Cramond to the Bithop of Dunkeld
is thus ftated in 1561 : * Kirk and Mains of Cramoxd, 58 chalders of vic-
“ tual ;” of the total 19 c. 4 chald. 5 bolis 1 firlot payable to that prelate. .
At the Revolution this parith paid L. 100 Sc. per amnum ; of the total
L.1662:17:6. Bc. payable to the Bifhop of Dunkeld.—MS. in Bibl,
Furid.t

So much for the ecclefiaftical affairs 'of this parith ; I will now proceed'
to [ubjects connected therewith, the {chools, the mode of {upporting the
poor, and the Seffion Records.

'S EC T. 1V

SCHOOLS, MODE OF SUPPORTING rHt roon, EXTRACTS FROM TH& SESSION
‘ RECORDS,

R YRRRPUR g .

CRAMOND formerly was in great repute as a place of education, to
which the falubgity of the air and vicinity of the {ea did not a little con-
tribute ; and feveral gentlemen of the firft families in the kmgdom have
reccwcd thie rudiments of knOWIedge in" the eﬁabhfhed fchool of thls
placg, but " xt,s ﬁtuatxon is now comp]e;cly reverfed The average pum-
ber of fcholars at thxs fcheol is between 9o and 80 _and the emoluments.

' : L 2’ co - .oof

] o iy

& c:ardml jnm lcg'me fmmshc Pope to ;S'eothriquaamfummnned befors.
him all the ecclefiaftics to give up the value of their benefices on oath, and made a;
ftanding’ rental of theém called Bagirmont’s Roll, which became the authesitic #nd con-
ftant rude of taxipg ecclbfisftics: -

-+ Im another MS. T find the vicarage. ofCrcnotdmxdatL 4Ly 6 8. towerds
the L. 200,000 voted in 1617, by the Convention of Eftates, and in the fame M#;.
the vicarage of Cramond is rated at L. 42: 8. but no reference is made to what peri-
od. The prebends of Craigcrook and Groethild in this parifh, belonging to the pro.
veftry of St. Giles, are alfo mentioned therein. '
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of the.mafter; exclufive. of their fees, and of proclamation and baptiiinal
dues, amount to about L. 14: 10. per annwm *.- There are two other
fchools in the parifh, one at Barntoun, attended by between so and 6a
fcholars, and the other, at' Grastous has op an average 30.

The parochial funds amount to above L. 1220, yielding an annual-rent.
of above L. 56, the colletions at the ehurch doors came to about L. 39,
and the hire of the mortclothst to above L. 7. vearly, making a total
annual income of above L. 102, Witk thiis fum 41 ordinary, and 16 ex-
traordinary §, poor are fupported aud relieved, as their feveral neceffities
require, after which a fmall furplus commionly remains, at the end of
each year, to augment the capital fund §. The above is ftated from the
average of the receipts for ten years preceding 1790, and include the
colle@ion on facramental occafions, average L. 6 : 4. annually ; a trifling
fum compared with the oblations at the communion 1690 and 1691, the
former having amounted to L, 20: §: 8. and the latter to L. 23:15:2.
The following table will exhibit a comparative view of the parochial
funds at three different periods, of Jteti years each.

Average
. . ' ey .‘:_,."" . . "" AEANES

* Including the intereft of L: 2§, gwen in 1786 by Sir yoba Inglis-for the cfta-
blithment of a Sundsy evening Ichool. = _ '

+ Palls generally of black velvet but fpmetlmes of cloth, of various fizes, and of dif-
ferent degrees of ﬁnencfs, made ufe of for covering the coffin durmgtbe proceflion at
funerals ; ‘for ‘the hire of ‘which certain'[pecified rites are, ‘by the reprefentatxves of
the deceafed, paid to the parith whofe preperty they: are. _

t By ordinary poor are meant thofe who en account of eld age, or other circum-
ftances are likely to be continued upon the roll till their death. By extraor-
dinaries, fuch as inall. pnobabllmy may in proeefsnf tnnc, e able to.maintain them-
félves. - & (180 e i” el Gl G,

‘§ In the dreadful feafon. of- feumty that happened if r183 -and: 1703, 305. bolls of
meal and flour were purchafed by the heritors, and diftribatiid. among thé poor at a
price fomucb below the market raa-, that ahout L 46 waﬁ lnfL on the whele quan-
niy, bt ; . .. . ! . :

i R S T A SV RO R “':'.; P S T

oo et o aelad e o Y s e e T el )
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s a L. By rrlic
Average number of . . . From16ya  From 1900 From 1480
. ' ‘ to 1679. to 1709, to 1789.
Principal fums, &c. belonging
to the parith
Colle&tions at the church doors L.12 12 o L.37 10 o L.38 12 o

Colle&tions at the communion, in- I
cluded in the preceding article §- 33
Sums received for the hire of the

}L.3o3.o'o L6oo o o L.1220 o a

o Li2 9 o ‘L6 4 o

L1 6 Lg a o L7 2 o

mort-cloths
Diftributions to the poor L.18 o o L.48 o o L.g61y
Number of ordinary poor : —1Q—— —32— —41—

How the principal fum accrued in the firft inftance, canfiot now be
known, the accompt books of the parith, previous to 1636, having been-
carried off by Cromwell. The increafe of the capital was in a great
meafure owing to feveral perfons to whom the parifh money had been
lent, not paying intereft for many years, (in fome inftances the annual-
rents ran up till the principal fum lent was more than doubled,) and:
to favings made by ceconomical treafurers in years of plenty. The
whole is gratuitoufly managed by the church treafurer® ; and his accounts,
are audited at a meeting of heritors, the minifter, and elders, who defray

the expence of the meeting out of their own pockets+.
- . - . -
Here, one cannot but remark the wide difference betwixt this mode

of providing for the poor, in this country, and the arbitrary and oppref-
. N [ , . ﬁve‘
e

-* Formerly the church treafurer ufed to be changed every year, one of the heritors:
accepting of that troublefome office in his turn ; but that mode was afterwards altered,.‘
Mr Robert Spetfwood, Surgeon, portioner of OQuer Cramond before mentioned, has
fince 1774 executed this truft with difcernment and impartiality, his profeflion en-
abling him to imow the real circumftances of all the families in the parifh and neigh-
hourhood,, fo as to render all attempts to impofe upon the Seflion impraticable and
hopelefs.

+ Of all the funds of Europe, none are managed at fo little expence to the fund
itfelf, none fo frugally, none fo impartially, and none laid out more to the purpofe
far wl;ich they were raifed, than the poor’s funds under the care of the Kirk Seffions
of Scotland,  Statifiical Account, Vol. vi. p. 48.
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five method of managing the rates for their fupport in England. The
confideration of the exemption from this tax, and of the vaft fuperiori-
ty this part of the united kingdom enjoys in that refpe®, will, no
doubt, have a due effe& in difpofing the landholders to contribute libe-
rally to the relief of an induftrious peafuntry, when rendered by age, in-
firmity, and ficknefs, unable to provide for themfelves. Of all the low-
er clafles, thofe employed in the cultivation of the earth, are the beft en-
. titled to protection and fupport; the more efpecially when it is con-
fidered, that the moft diligent and induftrious labourer will, with every
exertion, find it a hard matter to bring up a large family properly ; and,
at the fame time, to make provifion for the debility of old age, or the
ravages of ficknefs *,

The records of the Kirk Seffion, which begin 7th Sep. 1651, (the Sef~
flon books preceding that pariod having been carried away by Crom-
well) exhibit many curious -memorials of the ftritnefs of difcipline.
which prevailed in the charch.of Scothsd, durimg the courfe of laft cen«
tury ; though it appears, at the fame time, that the prefcnt genération:
has by no means become worfe than their forcfathers contrary to :the,
well known affertion, that

Atas parentum, pejor avis, tulit
Nos nequiores.

.

"The records preferving feveral inftances of the groffeft immoralities, as
well as of profanations of the fabbath, by flaying horfes, catching fith,
getting drunk in fo beaflly a manner as to fall a vomiting -in the

church

* A friendly Society, inftituted at Cramond in Auguff 1773, now confifts of 8o
fubfcribers, each paying 4s at entry, and 4s 4d yearly, befides 6d on the death of a
fubfcriber, and. 4d on the demife of the wife of any of them. The fums thus raifed
are employed as follows ; each fubfcnber in diftrefs, has 25 6d & week allowed hxm ;
40s is paid towards the funeral expences of a fubfcriber, and 36s for thofe of his
wife; and when a fubfcriber leaves a widow, fhe is entitled te receive a penﬁon of
20s per annum out of the funds, which in 190, amounted to upwards of L. ros.’
They have now however, fallen to L. go, owing to the increafe of widows, and‘in
the courfe of laft year 1792, the Society diftributed upwards of L. 34.
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church itfelf, &c. It muft however, be remarked, that much great-
er care was taken to put a ftop to'fuch practices, (the parties offending
being feverely cenfured, and publicly rebuked, fet in the ftocks, and
fometimes appointed to appear in fackcloth before the congregation,)
than is now done to check the moft open and fcandalous irregularities *,
Emancipation from the intolerable yoke of eccleflaftical tyranny is so.
doubt to be reckoned among the ddvantages enjoyed by the prefent age ;.
but it were much to be wifhed that great part of the antient difcipline
was reftored. The relaxation of manners may be attributed in fome
meafure, to the non-attendance of the landed proprietors on the meet-
ings of the Kirk Seffion, and their not enforcing its decfees. During the
laft century, and beginning of the prefent, thefe meetings were numerous
and well attended ; even the moft confiderable heritoss, peers of the realm
not excepted, not difdaining to attend punftually. They took ftrit
cognizance of the manners not only of the lower claffes, but alfo of the:
higher ranks, as will appear from the following inftances. In 1657,
Robert Adamfon of Craigerook, being accufed of excefs in drinking, was.
ordered to be fummoned before. the Seffion, Aug. r6th ;—Sep. 6th. fol-
Jowing he was again accufed of relapfe in drunkennefs at Gogar laft
Lord’s day. After feveral excufes, he was obliged to appear before the:
Seffion, 20th Dec. 16 57, and did acknowledge his mifcarriage by excefs.
in drinking, promifing by the Lord’s afliftance not to fall into the like a-
gain. The Seflion thought fit to difmifs him with a rebuke, and an ad-
monition to walk more circumipe@ly in time coming. Much about the:
fame time, Fames Primrofe of Wbi_tc{muj?, another heritor, nearly related
to Lord Regifter Primrofe, was taken to tafk by the Seffion for drunken-
nefs, curfing, and fwearing.—Feb. 16th 1700, Mary Millar compeared be-.
fore the Seflion,and on being interrogated, confeffed that Sir William Pater-
Jon of Grantoun, Bart. was the father of the child fhe brought forth late-
ly, and that the fatiwas committed in Grantoun Houfe,. the week before:

Faftens.

* From the Seffion records of late yeats, it appears that no cenfure was inflicted an:
a married man, found in bed with a woman and her daughter at the fame time.
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Faftens even, when he came out to Grantoun, and brought her out, and
ftayed theve from Tuefday that week, till Saturday, although his family
then lived in Edinburgh, and nobody was at Grantoun but Fames Anderfn,
Sir William’s boy ; and Robert Hunter the town Treafurer of Edinburgh
came and took away the child. The minifter waited on Sir #illiam Pa-
terfon, who acknmowledged his fin, but hoped the Seffion would deal dif-

creetly with him in confideration of his age and character (he was then
* about 70, and had held a. high office under Government for many years).
They were however peremptory in infifting on fatisfaction, probably on
account of his having been a violent perfecutor of the Prefbyterians
while 'he was Clerk of the Privy Council; he delayed to come before
them for fome time, going to Bath and other places, but on his return
to this part of the country he was again fent for by the Seflion, where-
upon he formally appeared before them 14th Nov. 1701, and profeffed
‘his forrow for committing the fin of fornication, and his willingnefs to
fubmit to the Seflion, for removing that fcandal. He was then rebuk-
ed and exhorted to repent, and appointed to appear in the public congre-
gation, to remove the fcandal ; but the records are filent as to the latter
point’s being complied with. 4

It muft however be acknowledged, that the attention of -the Seffion
to prevent the Sabbath from being profaned, too often degenerated into
intolerable ftrictnefs; one 7obn Young and his wifedizing, sth Npv. 1691,
fharply admonifhed by them for having meat roafting at the fire in
time of afterncon’s fermon, and for entertaining ftrangers on the Lord’s
day. Several perfons were alfo much harraffed for abfenting themfelves
from church, although they pled in excufe that they had been either at
other neighbouring places of worlhip, or vifiting fick friends; and one
David Anderfon, a {mith in Lenymuir, was, 7th Aug, 1664, feverely re-
buked by the Seffion for thoeing a horfe of the Earl of Wigtoun's fon,
on the Sabbath; notwithftanding he affirmed that.he was compelled to
do fo againft his will, and that it was a work of neceffity, in regard the
young nobleman was pofting home to his lady, then lying very fick.

One,
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One cannot but fmile at the following inftance of the Parfon’s mi-
nute attention to the private concerns of his parithioners. Mar. 4th
1698, the Minifter reported to the Seffion, that he had fpoken to my
Lord Zarbat’s groom, and Mary Milligan, who did lie in one room, but
in two feparate beds, and that they had promifed to forbear the fame.

Of the fuperftition and credulity of the common people, take the fol-
lowing examples. Sepz. 15th 1695, Fobn Knight in Lauriflon gave in a
complaint againft ¥ames Baptie and Margaret Thomfon his wife, that the
faid Margaret had upon Sunday come in a rage, upon his wife keeping
the kine upon their own grafs, fwearing and curfing, and ufing impre-
cations upon her and the kine, and one of them f{welled and died that
night. Baptie and his wife were fharply rebuked by the Seffion.— Fan.
22d 1688, a dead child having been found on Cramond Muir, near the
town of Upper Cramond, and one Fanet Millar having-gone from thence
to Comrie the fame day, fhe was fent for, and having appeared before
the Kirk Seffion fome days thereafter, the child was raifed out of its
- grave, and fhe was caufed handle the body before the Seffion and a
great confluence of people; but, it is remarked in the records with no
fmall furprize, no tokens of blood appeared at all! She was afterwards
examined feveral times ; but no further light being thereby. obtained,
the affair was referred to his Majefty’s Advocate, by whom fhe was ex-
culpated.

S E C T. V.

MANUFACTURES, VILLAGE OF CRAMOND, HARBOUR, SHIPPING, AND FISHe
ERIES.

Tuz only Manufa&ure in this parifh worth mentioning, is that of iron,
carried on to a confiderable extent by Meflts. Cadells and Edingion,
M - who
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who firfk fertled at Cramond in 1771, and now employ a capital of above
L. 30,00a. All the mills on the Edinburgh fide of the dmon, (on the
oppofite bank there is only one, now in ruins,) which are four in num.
ber *, are the property of that company. Their wotks confilt of two
mills for flitting iron and rolling hoops, three forges, two fteel convert-
ing furnaces, (ouve of them the firft of the kind ereted in Scotland, bold-
ing about 10 toas of iron) fpade, nail, and file manufaciories, warehoufes

" for raw and wrought iron, houfes for the fuperintending partner, his

clerks, and fome of the workmen, and an accompting houfe. At thefe
works, bar iron is manufactured into blitered, {quare or faggot, and
German fteel, hoops and rolled iron, rod ion, boiler and pan plites.
for fire engines, fock moulds, anchor palms, bolts for fhip building, '
fpades, thovels, nails, files, and other articles. Thefe different branches.
employ above 8a men and boys, each of whom ¢arn from 3s to 26s per
week. ' ) : ' ,
The iron ufed at thele works comes chiefly from Rufia and Sweden; -
upwards of Joco tons being anmually imported from the Baltic. - The
average coft per ton, (including the duty of cuftoms payable on importa-
tion, 56s, and freight, from 8s to 1§s,) is £. 17. for Ruffian, and Z. 18:: 18.
for Swedifh iron ; but a very fine kind of the lattey, the produce of the
famous mine of Dannemora in Upland, called Qeregrunds iron, from the
port where it is fhipped, comes to L. 24 per ton. This laft fort is ufed
folely in the manufaQlure of fteel. Thefe different kinds of iron have
advanced in price no lefs than 50 per cent fince 1780.; this rapid rife has.
induced the proprietors of thefe works to erect blaft furnaces at Clyde,
. near

* Of thefe, Cockle and' Niddery’s mills, the neareft the mouth of the river, were
acquired from the Carros Company by Meflxs. Cadells and Edingtonin1971. Peggic's
mill with fome acres of ground, was purchafed by them in 1781 from David C'Iegbom‘
of Fairlybope ; and Dowie’s mill, with the banks of the river adjacent thereto, from
Lady Glenorchy in 1782. The houfe for the refident partner is a commodious build-.
ing, erefted on the fummitof the brae above CocHemill in 1778, in 2 fituation calou-
lated for enjoying to the greateft advantage,. the view of the meanders of the river,
the park and pleafure ground of Barnbougle, and the Frith of Forth.
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near Glafyow, with the view of mraking bar iron for Cramend ; and they
hope that thele furnaces will, in a few years, furnith them with a foffic
cient quantity of this valuable article, and thus enable them to keep at
home the large fums at prefent remitted abroad.

A confiderable part of the fteel manufaGured at thefe works is export-
ed to fadia ; and the German fteel mude here fells fo high as L. 56 per
ton. The fpade and fhovel branch was introduced at Cramend by one
Richard Squires from Newcaflle, u worthy, capital, and induftrious work-
man, greatly fuperior to any in that line in Scotlamd. The works of his
own hand are eafily diftinguithed ; and are in particular requeft evenin
London. About 1000 dozen of fpades and fhovels, and 23 tons of nails,
are annually manufatured at thefe works ; but the greateft part of the
rod iron made here is .fent to Stirling/bire, where the Cramond Company
employ above 200 men to make it into nails, of which large quantities
were before the late war, exported to America. The forge hammers
weigh from 4 to 6 cwt. each, are wrought by water, and make from 140
to 160 ftrokes in a minute. Thefe hammers, and other caft irom articles
ufed here, are made at Clyde.

The Cramond works are fupplied with coal from the Granye, in the
. county of Linkthgow, a large eftate belonging to the Meflis. Cadells ;
and they annually confume about 1600 tons of that mineral. The
freight from Grange to Cramond is 1s 6d. per ton ; the prime coft of the
coal, and other charges, may amount to 7s 6d. fo that the price of this
article at Cramond is about gs. per ton. )

Under this head of manufattures, it may be obferved, that in the
links of Roplloun, there formerly was a confiderable falt work, with a vil-
lage of about ‘thirty houfes thereto belonging, fome veftiges of which
may ftill be feen, though the name is now buried in oblivion.

Netber Cramond, fituated on the caft bank of the river Amon, at its junc-
tion with the Forth, isa thriving village, containing 87 families, and 343 in-
dividuals, chiefly iron workmen, fallors, and day labourers. This place
gave title to E&zabeth, daughter of Sir Thomas Beaumont, of Steughtan, Co.

M2 Leicefler,
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Leicefter, wife of Siv Thomas Richardfen, Lord Chief Juftice of the Com-
mon Pleas, and King’s Bench, that lady having been created Baronefs
of Cramond, ult. Feb. 1628, by the following patent.

“ Carolus, €. feciffe, ereaffe, et conflituiffe Elizabetham Dominam Ri-
¢ chardfon, conjugam Domini Thome Richardlon, mélitis, Fufbiciarii Prin-
“ ipalis in foro Caufarum Cemmuni in palatio Weftmonafterienfi, pro toto
“ tempore vite fue, Baroniffam de Cramond, ac poft illius deceffum, crea-
“ mus perque modum fucceffionis, Dominum Thomam Richardfon militem,
“ filium et baredem di&i principalis Fufticiarii, Dominum Baronem de
« Cramond. Dando $c. eidem paft deceflum dicte Domine, fuifyue bare-
dibus mafculis, quibus deficientibus, baredibus mafculis de corpore dicti
Domini Thoma Richardfon patris, pofl deceflum prefate Domine, ti-
tulum, Sec. Baronum Parliamenti, tenendum et babendum prafatum ti-
“ tulum Domini Baronis de Cramond, poff deceffum prafate Domine, cum
“ fuffragio in Parliamento, dummodo perfonaliier prafentes fuerint, et non-
“ aliter” In this patent, three things are particularly to be remark-
ed; firft, that it is the only inflance occurring in Scotkand, of a female
being raifed to the peerage; fecondly, that the Barons of Cramond were-
allowed to vote in the Scottifh . Parlidment, only when perfonally. pre-
fent, ‘a elaufe I do not recolle@ to have met with in any other patent ;:
and thirdly, that the title was not limited to- the heirs of the body of the
baronefs, the remainder being to the heirs male of her thind hufband,
Sir Thomas Richardfon, whofe defcendants, by his firft wife, accordingly-
enjoyed that dignity after her death, although ihc left children by two.

-

8

former hufbands.
The hasbour of €ramond, which is fpe¢ified in-the reeords of Exche-.

quer asa creek within the port of Zeith; has belenging: to it feven.
floops, of from 22 to 8o tons burthen, meafuing, in all- 288 tons, and na-
vigated by 23 men. Thefe veflels are chiefly employed in the importa-
tion of lime for manure, coals and iron for the mills, and in exporting
fteel’ and wrought iron from thence. .The Amon, at itg mouth," has a-
bout 15 or 16 feet depth of water in high.fpring tides, and the fea flows

no
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no farther than Cocklemill, about a quarter of a mile above Cramond, be-
ing ftopped by the dam there. The common fize of veffels brought up:
to that mill, is from 40 to 50 tons; but the navigation is reckoned dan-
gerous, on account of the rockjt bottom; which lays the fhipmafters.
under the neceffity of procuring three or four experienced men fromr
Cramond, to affift them in hauling up, and to fhew the channel and the
windings in the river.,

The fitheries are at a low ebb; in particular, the oyfter fifhery has-
greatly declined fince 1740, when eleven large boats, belonging to Cra-
mond, were conftantly employed, during the feafon, in dragging for that
delicious bivalve. The principal part of what they caught, was fold to-
- Dutch veffels at the average ptice of 4s. the herring barrel ; and the oy-
fter {calps were then fo produive, that it was ulual for a boat with five
bands, to make 30s. a day ; but they are now fo- much deftroyed, pro--
bably with over fifhing, that no more than four or five boats are now-
employed ; and ‘even thefe only occafionally, The fcalps about Juch-
mickery, belonging to Lady Greenwsch,. are let at the rent of* L..24 per
annum, to.the Newbaven fithers,

The Amon formerly abounded’ with a variety of fith, fuch as trouts;.
grilfes, fome falmon, and great plenty of fmelts; but owing to liming-
the adjacent grounds, and fteeping lint in the river, it was for fome:
years almoft. totally deferted by thefe different fpecies, which are fill
extremely fcarce, fo that the fithings are at prefent of no great value. ‘
Fowards. the end of laft century, they were the fubje® of a keen litiga-
tion betwixt the firft Earl of Rofeberry, and the late Sir Yobn Inglis of
Cramond ;, and. this caufe was determined by the Court of Seffion in.
1695, after a joint probation had been taken, by the Lords finding that
each had a right of fithing on his own fide of the water to the middle- -
‘fiream. But Lord.Rq[eberry was fo little fatisfied with. this determina-
tion, the more efpecially as fome of the witnefles depofed, that they
knew the proprietor of Barnbougle debar all others, and let in tack the
exclufive privilege of fithing for 50 or 6o merks yearly, that in 1708,.

immediately.
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immediately after the Union, he appealed to the Houfe of Lords. There-
upon Sit Fobn Inglis, rather than conteft the affaic fuither, entered into
2 compromife, by which he gave up all right to the fithings, and in re-
turn, got from the Earl, the gallery ftill poflefled by his family in Cra-
mond church.

Upon the very extenfive tract of fands, along the fhore of this parifh,
left dry at low water ®, whales have fomectimes been ftranded. On the
2d of Feb. 1690, no lefs-a number than twenty-five, though of the very
fmalleft fort, were left by the tide, on the fands {outh of Cramond ifland.
Moft of them meafured twelve feet in length, but the lefler did not in
general exceed nine or ten, and part of their carcafes being buried at the
foot of fome fruit trees, it was obferved that thefe trees yielded a vaft
quantity of fruit the following autumn4t. In 1701, a male whale, 52
feet loag, about 30 in civcumference,.and having 46 teeth in the under
jaw, was caft athore near the town of Gramosd. On the gth Nov. 1736
a young whale, 40 feet long, was ftranded at Grawtoun; and 1ft Dec,
1740, one of the fpermaceti kind, 16 feet in depth, and between 50
and 6o in length, was put athoré near the Hunter's Craig, and fold for
L. 56. Soom afterwards, another whale tumbling about above Queens-
Serry, was heard to make a hideous moaning, imagined to have been for
the lofs of the former, which was fuppofed to have been its mate.

In March 1769, one of the blunt headed, cachalot, or fpermaceti kind,
was ftranded at the Hunter’s Craig, which meafured 54 feet in length ;
the breadth of the tail, at its extremity, was 13 feet. On the 22d of
Dec. following, another of the fame fpecies was left by the tide on the
fands near Cramond lfland, and brought into Sandy Haugh. This laft is
defcribed by Pennant, Britith Zoology, vol. iii. p. 61, accompanied with

an

® When the tide retires, all the fpace between Grantoun and the Housd point, a
tra&t of about five miles in length, and one in breadth, is left dry the firft quarter of

ebb. In feveral places along that trad, are deep holes, full of mud, in which ftran-
gers are not unfrequently entangled,

+ Pbalainologia Nova, 25.
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an engraving of the filh, whofe length was 54 feet, its greateft circum-
ference, which was juft below the jaws, 30; the upper jaw was 5 feet
longer than the under one, whofe length was 10 feet. The head was
of a moft enormous fize, very thick, and above one third of the fith ; the
end of the upper jaw was quite blunt, and almoft g. feet high, having
the {fpout hole near the end of it. The teeth were placed on the lower
jaw, 23 an each fide, all pointing upwards; in the upper jaw oppofite
to them were an equal number of cavities, in. which the ends of the
teeth lodged when the mouth was clofed. The tail meafured 14 feet
from tip to tip ;' penifque fuit 7% pedes longus.

S E C T VL

RENT, AGRICULTURE, AND PRODUCE..

WITH refpe to the rent of this parifli in former times, little can be:
faid, as I found it impracticable to procure the perufal of old leafes, and:
fuch other papers as would have given an infight into the fubje&®, and.
enabled me to ftate the progreflive improvements in agricdlture. From.
a MS. collection of charters, &c. in the Advocates library, it appears.
that in 1368, the rental of the lands of Craigcrook and Grosthill'in. this.
parith, and of Ravelffoun adjoining to them, was L. 17 Sc. Computing.
from the prefent extent of thefe lands, 600 acres, this gives fomewhat
more than 6d..per acre ; and the computation, cannot be far wrong, as.
it is alfo mentioned that fix acres of the lands of Grotzhill 'were affigned
for the payment of 3od..annually, for the ward of the Caftle of Edinburgh,,
being at the rate of 5d. the acre.

In 1630, by orders of the Commiffioners of Téinds, a valuation of this-
parifh was ordered to be made, each heritor being obliged to give up the
value of his property upon oath, to perfons appointed for that purpofe..

This.

-
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“This valuation was brought, by Lord Balmerinoch, titular of the teinds,
under review of the Commiflioners, at Holyrpodhoufe on the 1oth and
15th Dec. 1630. 1t appeared that the value of the ftock and teind of the
whole lands of the parifh, (Nether Cramond belonging to Mr Fames Inglis
excepted, that eftate being held by a charter cum decimis intlufis, and
therefore not fubjec to tythe,) was, '
3087 bolls of wheat,
1335 bolls of bear,
13263 bolls of oats and oat-meal,
8 bolls of horfe corn.

So that eftimating the extent of the parifh, after dedu®ion of Netber
Cramond, at 3750 acres, each acre was valued at fomewhat more than
three-fourths of a boll of viGtual. Some parts of the parifh were how-
ever rated confiderably. higher, Lauriffon, Grantoun, and Royfloun,
yielding each of them more than a boll of victual per acre, and twenty
acres in Over Cramond, belonging to David Primrofe of Whitehoufe,
being rated at 4o bolls of bear, which giyes 2 bolls to the acre. The an-
nual average of the fiars of the county of Edinburgh, from 1628 to 1649
was, wheat 153 2d. bear 12s 8d. oats and oat-meal 11s 6d. the boll.
Computing at thefe rates, and eftimating the horfe corn at 10s. the boll,
the above valuation amounted in whole to L. 1845 : 19 : 2 fterling ®.

The following extradts from the record of the proceedings before the
Commiffioners, will afford fome infight into the ftate of agriculture in the
parifh in thefe days.

Fobn Mowbray of Cammo requefted a deduction from his valuation,
becaufe, when his lands were fet to tenants they paid only 50 bolls vic-
tual; and he having them now in his own hands, has with ftrong labouring
and liming, to his great charges and expences, brought them to 4 chal-
ders (64 bolls) viGtual ; and he further alledged that his half of Cammo

' : " which

* The following lift exhibits the names of the proprietors, and the value of their
refpedtive properties in 1630.
Jobn
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which lies runrig with the other balf pertaining to Mr Patrick Hamilton,
is no better than the faid Patrick’s half, which is far undervalued to his
half,

Lord Balmerinoch having objeCted to fobm Stalker of Egfler Drylaw's
valuation (40 balls), that hjs property,was of the fame extent as #e/fer
Drylaw belonging to Sir James Macgill, rated at 8o bolls}; Stalker an-
fwered, that his lands are 4o acres lefs, and that the great charges and ex-
pences which Sir Fames beftows yearly, by lime and muck, is the caufe

~of the prefent rent his land yields, he entertaining deily 10 horfes for
carrying of muck thereto from Edisburgh for goodding of his land. .
William Adamfon of Craigcrook faid, that Groetbill is a bare place in it-

N ' felf,
Bolls Bolts Bolls of Converted
of of _ Oatsand - into Sterling
Wheat. Bear. Oat-meal. Money.
Jobn Smith of Cramond Regis 16 64 64 L8 9 4.
Sir James Macgill of Wefter Drylaw 13} 133 537 49 4 6
John Mowbray of Cammo - 16 24 24 41 2 8
Sir George Forrefter of Corftorphin o o 16 9 4 o0
Robert Logie of Logiefland - o 64 ) 40 10 8
Alexander Howifon of Brachead 8 24 16 30 9 4.
Peter Rollock of Piltoun - "o 46 106 9 1 8
Sir James Oliphant of Muirhoufe 48 48 112 131 4 ©
William Adamfon of Craigerook 42 142 112 . 190 3 8%
Peter Hay Writer in Edinburgh 6 12 12 I9 1 ©
Patrick Hamilton of Little Prefton 23 18 109 91 10 4
John Stalker of Eafter Drylaw 12 12 - 16 " 2518 o
David Primrofe of Whitehoufe o 40 o 25 6 8
Thomas Young of Leny - 24 * 64 136 . 13618 8
Sir Ludovick Houftoun of Houftoun 24 64 136 136 18 8
Sir Thomas Hope of Craighall ) 128 24 94’17 4
Earl of Haddington - o 112 224 199 14 8
Walter Henryfon of Grantoun o 192 ° 121 12 O -
John Cant of Laurifton - ° 142 5o 118 13 8
Lord Balmerinoch - 76 96 116 185 2 8
Small proprie.m.rs in Cmmond,} ° 29} o 18 15 8
Leny, Craigie, 8e. .

- 398F 1335 1326y L.1845 19 2
* 8 bolls of horfe corn at 10s. included.
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{elf: ‘and ‘paid only L. 40 Sc. of rent, ‘but with great charges beftowed
théreon by. goodding and otherways, it was brought te 56 bolls victual of
- rent ; there being beftowed yearly on the goodding thereof L. 1000 Sc.
and further, that the tenant poffeffes a larger fatm, belonging to the Laird
of Innerleith, lying contiguous to Grotthill; ‘without  which he could not
pay the rent now given for the latter. " A's to Craigcrook, the rent there-
of was never well paid ;. the tenant who laft poffeffed had it with feilbow
geir* exceeding 500 merks Sc. but the high rent fo overmaftered him
that he was reduced to extremie poverty; and in the end left his lands in
fo poor a ftate, that no man would take the fame for the rent given up;
fo being thrown into his (Mr Adamfon’s) own hand, he has laboured the -
fame with extraordinary great charges thefe feven years bygone. He
hkewxfe requefted, that he might have a dedudion from the prefent rent
of . his lands in Cramond Regu 5 1ft, becaufe they are fet in aikerdaillt,
and there are ten or twelve anetts with gardens and other conveniencies
upon the fame, without which the tenants are not able to pay the rent
they are valued to; 2d, becaufe fundry of the tenants having bought
fome few acres, they beftow great charges by lime and other fuilzie upon
the faid lands; on failure of which the Ianflé become bare’,_’ and the te-
nants cah the fame .in his own hands, {o as he lofes more in one year than
he gains in three. )
Thomas Young of Leny alledged that Eleazar Bortbwzck heritor of
the half Qf Nether Leny, having an intention to dlfpo('e of that property,
‘ . : : fet

* Steilbow geir, or fteelbow gear, means cattle, implements of hufbandry, &t.
furnifhed by the landlord to the tenant, who is bound, on quitting the farm, to re-
place themall, or to pay, according to appraifement, for fuch articles as are amiffing,
or not left on the premifes. This fpecxes of tenantry prevails at this day, in the
Weftern Hebrides, but is quite exploded in all other parts of the kingdam ; though
fteelbow, and fteelbow ftraw, are ftill in ufe in Scotland. In the latter cafe, the
outgoing tenant is prohibited from felling any firaw off the farm the laft year of his
leafe, or at leaft to deliver to the incoming ‘tenant a fpecified quantity of that article,
© gratis. : - -

+ Aikerdaill or acredale, fignifies land in the neighbourhood of villages, &c. fetin
fmall portions of an acre or thereabouts.
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fet the lands out in aikerdaill at a high racked rent, and built a number
of onfetts on the-fame, and fet the lands at this racked rent at 144 bolls
viGtual, and fold them to Mr Jobn Young ; who being far difappointed of
the rent he expected, fold them over again to him; (Zhomas Young) at
the fame racked rate of 144 bolls, of which he never could get thankful
payment of g6 bolls, and the tenants became fo poor as not to be able to

pay the rent; and there is prefently owing him by a poor tenant thereof .

8oo merks Sc. of filver, and 8o bolls vi¢tual ; and that the tenants on one

farm have other trades and callings whereby they live, and without .

which they could not pay their rent. He further alledged, that"great
part of Nether Leny is a bare muir, meet for neither tillage nor pafturage ;

and touching the lands of Over Leny he affirmed, that within a fhort fpace

after he acquired the right of the fame, he was conftrained to abate to
one tenapt 16 bolls of viGtual of his rent yearly, and to another 12 bolls ;
but notwithftanding thereof they caft the lands into his own hands, and
he has laboured them with his own goods thefe divers years bygone, and
annually beftows very great charges by liming and otherways upon the
fame ; and that a great part thereof is bare craggy hills, whereon a plough
will not go. . ~ . .

The Commiffioners of Teinds deferred the confideration of the ob-
jections to the valuation till 14th ]an. 1631, when they fettled the rent
- of the parith, (Netber Cramond bemg ftill excepted) as follows,

 290% bolls of wheat,
1227 bolls of - bear,
1139 bolls of oats and oat-meal,
6 bolls of horfe corn,
L. 12:7.: 23 fterl. of vicarage teind ;
amounting altogether, in ftock and teind, at the before mentioned rates
of converfion, to L. 1667: 11: o} *. .

The valuation of this parifh, in the Cefs books of the county of Edin-

burgh, is L. 9591 : 12: 2& Sc. and in thofe of Wef? Lotbian, L. 705. Sc. in
N a all

-# Records of the Teind Office, Edinburgh.

1
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all £.-10,206.: 12: 2} Sc. .or £.858:1:0,% Rer. The Commiffioners, ap-
painted by A& of Parliament. 4th Aug. 1649, to take this valuation on
er before the 3oth of the fame month, were required, upon oath, to ufe
their beft endeavours to obtain a right and true information of the whole
rents, and were direted to convert the victual rent in the three Lozhi-
ans into money at the following rates, viz. wheat at 11s. 43d. bear, rye,
and peafeat 8s. 103d. and oatsand meal at 7s. g4d. the boll *. Thefe rates
were little more than half of the fiars of the county of Mid-Lathian for
that year; but it appears, that notwithftanding their extreme modera-
tion, the valuators ated in a manner ftill more favourable to the land-
bolders, to whom, it would feem, from the foregoing fettlement by the
Commiffioners of Teinds, they made an abatement of one-foueth of the
real rent.

. Since the beginning of this century, the rent and value of land, in
this diftrict, .bas rifen in a triple proportion. In i716, an eflate of 240
acres fold for L. 6000, and the fame property was difpoled of, in 1789,
for E. 15,750. Another eftate, extending to 550 acres, let in 1744 for
L. 360, is now very low rented, the senants having paid large graf-
fums, at L. 740. The prefent rent of the parxih may be thus ftated ;
of the 3900 -S¢ats acres it conthins, ‘ ‘

2100 are ditributed into 14 farms, extendmg from 1¢o

to 280 acres each, at a rént of - L 3900 o o
700 divided into 12 farms of from 40 to 8o ac:es ea.ch

at a rent of - - - 1100 o o©
200 let to many different perfons, in frmall proportions,‘

at the rent of - - 400 O ©

800 occupied by the refpecive pmpnctors, valuedat - 1280 o o
100 of wafte rocky and hilly ground, fuch as Corffar-
phine Hill, &q. - - - - 20 0 o©

a——

3900 : - AR L.6706 o o

Making an average of about 35s. peracre. ‘The rent of the iron works
’ 4 . ' may

* Refcinded A&s.
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may be eftimated at L. 260, and the village of Cramond may yield to
the landlord about L. 140 per annum ; fo the total rent of this diftri& is
L. 7100. The fee fimple, or total valve, of all the land in this parifh
may be eftimated at L. 210,000 ; the property of about 1505 acres hav-
ing been, within thefe few years, transferred for L. 87,005, or L. 58
per acre.

The produce of the land of this diftrit, taken one year with another,
may be eftimated as in the following

.

TABLE or PRODUCE.

Produce per Average  Number of ‘Fotal pro-
acre. value. acres. duce. Fotal value.

Hay 180 fone®  os.6§d 8oo 144,000 ftone  L.3300 o o
Wheat - 6:ballst 121 o 700 4550 bolls. 4717 © o
Beans & peafe 6 do. 13. ¢ 450 3000 do. 1950 o ©
Oats 7 do. 14 6 400 2800 do. 2030 0 ©
Rarley 6 do.t 16 o 300 1800 do. 1440 o ©
Potatoes 30 do.§ 7 Q 150 4500 do. X575 © o
Pafture e 40 © 750 — 1500 © ‘0’
Fallow —_ —_— 250 _— o o o
Wafte lands, &c. . s 100, s 28 o ©
Straw fold in Edindurgh and eliewhere o o 400 © o

' 3900 L1760 o o

From the foregoing Table, it will appear that the principal article
raifed in this parifh is Hay ; the great demand for that commodity at
Edinburgh fecuring a conftant market. It is produced from red and
yellow clover feed, mixed with rye grafs, and is cut early; formerly
eight or ten pounds of the former, along with two bufhels of the latter,
were fufficient to fow an acre, and did not fail to produce great crops

for

* Trone weight.

+ The boll for wheat, beans and peafe, and oats, contains 8§ Scots pints, or 8789 36:
cubic inches, (fomewhat more than 4 Winchefter buthels of 2150.42 cubic in—
ches each,) and weighs from 224 to 256 lbs.

t The boll for barley contains 124 Scots pints, or 12822,16 cubxc inches,. and'
weighs from 288 to 320 Ihs.

§ Each boll of potatoes may weigh 28 ftone Dutch..
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for two years fucceflively. But the frequent repetition of this crop has
‘leflened the returns; fo that it is now difficult to raife hay the fecond
year, although double the above quantity of clover feed is allotted to
each acre, The clover and rye grafs feeds are fown with the preced-
ing crop of barley, wheat, or oats; and care is taken to have the gtound
previoufly well puliyerized with harrowing and rolling, and the ftones
picked off. Hay is a favourite crop with the farmers, being an article
eafily difpofed of, and alfo cheaply reaped ; the expence of cutting and
making feldom ex’ceeding‘ five thillings the acre, even when the produce
is above 200 ftone. Sometimes, though rarely, a fecond crop is made
the fame year. '

In this parith Wheat takes the lead of all other grain ; the farmers be-
ing induced to fow as great a quantity thereof as poffible, in order that
they may be better enabled, by its lucrative returns, to pay the high
_ rent of the land in this diftri®. It is fowa in-every fituation, on every

_kind of foil, and often with very little attention to the ftate of the

ground ; by which, and\by the frequent repetition of this impoverifhing
fpecies of grain, the crops are by no means fo good as they formerly
ufed to be. Of this alteration the farmers are become fenfible ; and
therefore, although they ftill endeavour to have a great proportion of
their land in wheat, they are now more attentive to have the ground on
which it is fown in good order. Summer fallow, potatoes, beans and
peafe, and rag-faugh °, feem now to be the moft general preparatives
for a crop of wheat. ‘

Beans or peafe, either fingly, or mixed together, are raifed in con- -
fiderable quantities; part is fown in drills, and regularly horfe hoed,
though this practice is far from being generally followed. ‘

Oats are ftill much cultivated, but not in fo great a proportion to
other grain, as they formerly ufed to be. Dutch oats have, in fome
places, been of late fubftituted in the room of barley, as they are well

adapted-
* Rag-faugh is ploughing the ground twice or thrice after cutting hay.
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adapted for fowing late in the feafon, and thus enable the farmer to
work his land in the fame manner as for the laft mentioned crop.

A large quantity of Barley was formerly raifed in this parih, when
it was the cuftomary practice to lay the whole dung of the farm on the
land deftined for this grain; which, with frequent ploughings, "infured
a luorative return. But, of late years, the dung being almoft wholly
" allotted to the wheat, the barley has declined in quality, and become
fo unprolific, that fome of the farmers have entirely given up fowing
that article, fubftituting in its place Dutch oats, as before mentioned.
The quantity of barley, produced in the parifh is, however, by no
means trifling, as will be obferved from the Table.

Potatoes form an important article of the produce of this diftri¢t, the
_vicinity of Edinburgh affording an opportunity of difpofing of them to
advantage. They are an gxcellent preparatory for wheat, though a ve-
ry troublefome crop, requiring much attention and great labour.

Some turnips, cabbages, carrots, and yams, are cultivated in this dj-
ftri&, thoygh the quantity is but fmall. The yams are very produ&ive;
the red fpecies mever yielding lefs than 50, and fometimes producing
roo bolls of 28 ftone each, per acre, even without having the ground
dunged. The white yam, a more delicate kind than the former, but
coarfer than potatoes, produces alfo a great crop, and is reckoned more .
fafe for cattle than the red fort, which is apt to hove them when taken
in quantities. :

A large proportion of this parifh is in pafture, chiefly about the gen- -
tlemen’s feats. No part of thefe grounds is let, for the purpofe of
pafture alone, at lefs than 30s. an acre, and fome of them yield a rent.
of 45s. and 50s. the medium is therefore moderately ftated in the table:
at 40s. anacre, The pafture grounds are applied to the purpofes of breed-
ing-and fattening cattle. A good quantity of butter and milk is fold, dur-
ing the fummer ; .but there is, in this parifh, nothing equivalent to the
profefled dairy in England, where lands are allotted for that purpofe a-

lone. . -

The
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The grain raifed in the parifh is-reckoned among the beft in the fhire;
fo in eftimating the value I have added 1s. per boll to the fiars of Mid-
Lothian. The price of barley, oats, and beans, bears fome proportion to
the ftate of the crop ; but the price of wheat, the moft important. grain,
ftands in no relation whatever to the produce ®*. This circumftance feems
to be owing to a fufficient quantity for home confumption not being
raifed in this country ; confequently the deficiency muft be fupi)lied by
foreign grain ; and therefore the market falls to be regulated by the price
of that article abroad. The price of hay would bear a near proportion
to the produce {, as no foreign influence can prevail in this cafe, were it
not affeted by the quantity of fodder procured by the corn crops, -
and alfo by its own produce in preceding years. Crops 1785 and 1486,
although fmall and not weighty, were not however fo diminutive as the
“high rates at which they fold (9d.-and rod. per fione) would indicate;
but thefe high rates were owing to the fcarce crop of ftraw in the fame
years ; and in the fale of crop 1786 in particular, the price advanced a-
bove its natural level, owing to the dread the people had of a dearth fimi-
lar to that of the preceding year. But as foon as the winter pafled over,
thefe fears diffipated ; dnd hay, of which a confiderable quantity remain-
ed, fell rapidly in price, and continued low till 1790, when a weak crop
of hay, in conjunétion with a ftill weaker crop of ftraw, ~raifed it again to
a high pitch. Potatoes have in price a nearer conneétion with the crop
than any other produ&ion of the land, although no other crop varies fo
much in its price, (from 4d. to 8d. per peck); but this is entirely owing
to the preduce being equally variable. '

Straw

" ® The produce of wheat in this diftri&t in 1782, was about 6} bolls per acre, and
the price was 25s. per boll. In 1485, the produce of that article was only s} bolls ;
but that poor crop fold no higher than 18s. 2 holl, owing to the opening of the ports
for the importation of wheat, by which procedure the farmers in this diftri were
confiderable lofers.

t In 1980, the price of hay was sid per ftone; in 1981, 4d. in 1782, 6d. in
1783, 5id. in 1784, 63d. in 1785, 10d. in 1986, 9d. in 1787 and 1788, 5di. and in
1789, 5id.
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Straw is in itfelf an objeé't;f great importance in this parifh, as well
as in the whole country for five miles round Edinburgh ; peafe ftraw is
the moft valuable, felling from 3d. to 8d. per ftone trone weight, and .
yields in confequence from 30s. to L. 5 per acre ; oat ftraw fells from 1id.
to 6d. per ftone, and that of wheat from 13d. to 4;d. Barley firaw is the
leaft valuable of all, never producing more than 3d. per ftone. As
much ftraw is fold off the lands three miles.rourd Edinburgh, as pays,
one year with another, 7s. 6d. for every acre'within thefe bounds.

No certain rotation of crops prevails; one or other of the following
{yftems is, however, ufually adopted. Firft courfe, 1. Fallow without
dung, or Potatoes. 2. Wheat. 3. Beans, dunged or drilled on light
ground, broad caft on the heavy land. 4. Wheat. 5. Barley. 6. and
7. Clover and rye grafs hay. 8. Oats.—Second courfe, 1. Hay, and
rag-faugh. . 2. Wheat. 3. Oats. 4. Beans and peafe. 5. Barley.—
Third courfe, 1. Fallow. 2. Wheat. 3. Oats. 4. Beans. 5. Barley
or Dutch oats. 6. Hay. It muft, however, be mentioned that thefe ro-
tations are frequently broke into, owing to the inconftancy of the cli-
mate.

The principal fpecies of manure ufed in this diftriét is athes, ftable and
ftreet dung, ‘vom Edinburgh and Leith, of which about 10,000 cart loads
are annually brought into the parith. Each cart load comes to about 1s.
of prime coft, and 1s. 6d. of carriage, confequently the total amount of
that article is L. 1250 per asnum ; and about the fame quantity of ftable
dung, &c. may be made in the parith. The long continued ufe o_f the
town dung has filled the foil full of every kind of annual weeds, in parti-
cular bird feed, or wild muftard, called here ftaldricks, of which the
whole fields are one continued blow in the early part of fummer*. Lime,

' o + from

* The more luxuriantly this plant blows, the greater crop of grain is expeéted
from the ground. The tenants here are derided by the farmers in more remote parts
of the country, on account of the foulnefs of their lands, proceeding from the great
abundance of ftreet-dung. But the former comfort themfelves with the confidera-
- tion,
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from the Earl of Elgin’s quarries in Fife, and from Bourdeaux and .Gil-
merton in Liberton parifh, is fometimes ufed for manure; from 4o to 80
bolls of fhells are laid on edach acre, cofting about 1s. 4d. per ball.
Marle was fome years ago difcovered on the farms of Marchficld and
Craigrrook, where a confiderable quantity of that valuable article was
procured ; but, the working - becoming very expenfive, is now difcon-

tinued, and the pits from whence it was taken are filled with water.
The plough generally ufed is that invented by Small, (recommend.
ed by Lord Kames;) having a curved mould-board, and a chain below
the beam, drawn by two horfes, and worked by one man. This imple-
ment which cofts L. 2, is far preferable to the old Scots plough, that re-
quired four horfes, a ploughman, and a driver. The harrows are gene-
rally of the old kind, with 4 bulls and 20 iron teeth, improved by flots
inftead of rungs; a few of Lord Kames's harrows are allo ufed. The
rollers are chiefly of ftone, 5; feet in length, and 14 inches in diameter,
drawn by two horfes, and coft, with the frame, L.2. The dung-carts
contain above 29 cubic feet, are mounted on ftout narrow wheels
4% feet in diameter, with iron axles, weigh about 5 cwt. altogether, and
ufually carry 16 cwt. two horfes being yoked to €ach. Their price is
L. 8:-8. Single horfe carts are cm'ning into ufe ; and it is afferted that they
occafion a confiderable' faving of labour, one herfe being able to draw
12 cwt. in them, with as great eafe as two do 16 cwt. in the former.
Corn carts are fimple and light machines, mounted occafionally upon
the wheels of the dung carts, for driving hay or unthrethed grain ; they
-coft only 15 thillings *. There are in the parifh many drill ploughs ;-
three or four of Mr Sandilands' patent fward-cutters; fome very com-
plete

tion, that though the latter keep their grounds in much cleaner trim, they are, ne-
verthelefs, unable to make it produce, one year with another, fo lucratively as the
farmers in the vicinity of Edinburgh, who, from this plentifulnefs of manure, have
crops almoft every year upon land naturally far from being of a fertile quality.

* All the carts have narfow wheels, no broad wheels nor waggons being ufed in
the parifh. '

\
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plete thrething machines upon a.large fcale; and one of a peculiar
form, confiru@ted by Mr George Robertfon at Grantoun-mains *, a very
intelligent farmer, occupying the moft extenfive trad in this diftri@,
from whofe valuable communications the prefent account of the agri-
culture of the pariih was drawn up. This machine, though by no
means comparable in ftrength to the former, anfwers the purpofe fuf-
ficiently, and cofting only L. 20 is within the reach of even the inferior
order of farmers.

.Every fort of draught work is, in this parith, performed by horfes, ox-

en being little, if at all, employed. Very few horfes are bred here, they

coming chiefly from the counties of Linlithgow and Lanark, meafuring

from 15 to 16 hands high, and cofting from L. 16 to L.20. There may

be about 200 horfes employed for the purpofes of agriculture in this
diftri®t, a much lefs number than formerly, when four were univerfally
yoked to a plough, and this pratice remained here fo late as 1780.
There are in the parifh, about 100 ploughmen and carters, each of
whom receive from L. 4 to L. 5in money, 23 6d. for kitchen t, 10s.
- for two pairs of fhoes, 6; bolls of oatmeal, a houfe and garden rent free,
the carriage of their coals {, maintenance during harveft, and fome {mall
perquifites, all together moderately eftimated at L. 13 per annum; a
great increafe when compared with the wages of this clafs in 1760,
which were no more than L. 8, including every article ; and even fo late
as 1775, L. 9. was reckoned high emolument. Maid fervants employed
by farmers, are maintained in their mafters houfes, and, befides, receive
L. 3 per annum of wages. Barnmen, and other able bodied labourers;
are paid from §s. to 6s. a weék, when conftantly employed; but when
' O 2 : , only

* He publithed, “ Obfervations on the propofals of the Truftees, relative to turn-
« pikes in the county of Mid-Lotbian,” 8vo. Edin. 1787.

+ Kitchen is an allowance inftead of milk, butter, {fmall beer, and other articles,
anfwering to the opfosium of the Romans. “

1 Each ploughman and carter confumes in the year four carts, containing 16 cwt.
cach, carried from 8 to 10 miles.
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only occafionally hired, 1s. 2d. a day. A mafon’s wagesare 1s. 8d. and
a hay cutter's from 1s. 6d. to 1s. 8d. per day. Reapers get from 6d. to
1s. a day, befides their maintenance during harveff. Women working
in the fields earn in general 6d..a day, and are much better employed
in that refpeét than formerly, there being now a great deal of hoeing,
weeding, and picking performed by them, infomuch that they now
have at leaft one half of the year outwork. When not thus employed
they ufually betake themfelves to fpinning, at which they feldom make
more than 3d. a day. Young girls earn from 3d. to 4d. a day in the
frelds.

Work by the piece is now coming into ufe. In that cafe, corn is cut
at gs. per acre on an average, and threfhed at 6d. per boll. "Hay is cut
from 1s. 6d. to. 3s. per acre, according to the weight of the crop, and
- prade, in fome cafes, at 2s. per acre. Stone and lime walls are built at
r2s. and houfes, barns, and flables, at 25s. per rood, the employer fur-
nifhing materials. .

The following table exhibits a comparative ftate of the prices of la.-
labour in 1760, 1775, and 1790.

1760 1775 1790

NAN A NASMN

A ploughman, per annwn L. 8 1 o Lo 2 o Li1ig 8 o
A maidfervant, ditto 116 o 2 6 o 3 0 o
A common labourer, perday o o 7 © o 10 o 1 2
A mafon, ditto @t 1z .0 1 4 o 1 8
Women in general, ditto o 0O 4 e o § o o 6

-

Leafes are ufually granted for the term of .19 years. Two farms are
held on a 57 years leafe, but fubfet at 20s. and 30s. per acre more than
the original rent. One extenfive barony is let at a low rate, large graf-
fums having been paid at entrance; a pradlice which cannot be too fe-
verely reprobated, as it deprives the farmer, at his outfet, of the.funds
neceflary for carrying on his bufinefs with fpirit and effeé.

The foil, as may be expected in fo extenfive a diftri@, varies extremely.

SECT.
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THE following flatement, taken from the parifh regifters and ac-
compt books, will give fome idea of the fluGuations in the population
of this parifh for 140 years. back. ' o , ,
' Baptifms. . Couples  Buried-
. Males. Fem:lcs. Total, married.
From 1 Jan. 1652 to 1 Jan. 1672 468 420, 888 345 0 —
o 1672 « 1602 535 526 1061 315 548
1692 ——=—~1712 - 482 473 955 31t 033
1712 - £733* §65 518 1083 199 687
1733 —— 1753 514 496 ro10 © 232 5S¢
¥753 1773 427 387 814 212 445
1773 ———1793 - 373 386 759 195 458

1

.The regifters of baptifms and marri;g‘es commence 1ft Sepz. 163,
and appear to have been, for a long period, very accurately kept ; the
greateft number baptifed in one year, was 72 (in 1682,) and the fmalleft
21 (in 1663). No certain conclufions can be drawn from the number
of marriages; for when the parties refide in different parifhes, their
names are inferted -in the regifters of each. In 1665, 31 couples
were married, while in 1715 only one marriage is regiftered. The num-
ber of perfons buried was taken from the entrtes id-fhc‘pariﬂl accompt
books, (which begin 2oth Fune 1636), of the fums-paid for the hire of
the mortcloths, ufually entered in fuch terms as thefe: « 1yth Feb. 1667,

‘ * Mortcloth:
. #The regifter for 1720 being incomplete, the baptifms, marriages; and burials, of

that; year are altogether omitted in the above ftatement ;" confequently each divifiom
contains exaltly 20 years.
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“ Mortcloth to Hallyards, 158.”  8th Fan. 1699, Mortcloth for a child-
“ of Mr Fobn Mackenzie of Upper Cramond, 10s.” &c. The original
mortcloths having been purchafed by contribution of the heritors and
principal farmers, thefe perfons and their families were exempted from
all payment of the dues for the ufe of them, confequently their burials
are not entered in any of the pérochial books ; and it likewife appears
that when the populous barony of Leny belonged to the Myrtons of Gogar,
feveral of the inhabitants were interred at Gogar Chapel, makihg ufe of
the Corfforphine mortcloths. On thefe accounts, the deaths previous to
1733 amounted in reality to a greater number than the table would in-
dicate ; though from 1733 to 1793 they are, in general, {ufficiently ac-
curate. In 1688, 61 perfons were buried, and in 1670 and 1757, -10
each year, the greateft and leaft numbers in the books.

In the time of the rebellion, 15th Aug. 1715, the minifter and fome of
the heritors met at Cramond church, and took. a nate of the fencible men
belonging to the parifh, whom they found to emount to 324 The to-
tal number of inhabitants at that period may, from this’ enumeration, be
computed at 1600. ‘ '

The return from this parifh to Dr Webfler in 1755, was 1458 fouls; but
not long afterwards, the population of this diftriCt appears to have fuf.
fered a rapid diminution; one of the moft confiderable heritors in the
parifh having refolved to take his property into his own hands, .for the
purpofe of improving a naturally poor tra&t of ground, and adorning it
with extenfive plhntations, ng lefs than three families of farmers, and 31
of cottagers, containing in all about 160 individuals, were, in confe-
quence, obliged to leave that eftate. The failure of the oyfter fithery,
the enlargement of fome of the farms by throwing two er. more into
one *, and the removal of mechanics to towns, alfo contributed to the
diminution of the population about this period. ‘

‘ The

N T};g_t the upiting of fmall farms, in place of occafioning a decreafe of population,
as commonly fuppofed, does in reality augment the number of inhebitants, though it

. is
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The eftablifhment and extenfion of the iron manufacure could not
fail to occafion an augmentation of the numbers of the inhabitants of
the parith, who have, for fome years paft, been in a progreflive ftate of

increafe. In 1782, a note of families and individualsin Nether Cramond

and its envisons: was taken by Fames Batbgate, a clerk of Meflis. Cadells
and Edington ; and, at my requeft, he took the trouble te complete his
lit in 1785. On fumming it up, it was foimd to amount to, 319 fami-

lies, and 1340 individuals ; but part of Mr Hope of Cragichall's property, .

lying in Corflorphine parith, having been inadvertently .inferted in this

lift, the real numbers were 310 families, and 1306 individual.
- The prefent incumbent, in a letter ‘to Sir Jobn Sinclair, after expref-
fing his doubts as to the accuracy of the above ftate, mentioned that at
. the

is true that fewer hands are employed in the cultivation of the ground than formerly,

_ is maintained by the fame intelligent perfon who communicated to me the valuable
. obfervations on the agriculture of this diftri&, inferted in the preceding fe&ion. He

adduces, in fupport of this feeming paradox, the neceflity every occupier of 40
acres.and upwards lies under of employing one or two unmarried young men, who
board in the houfe, and {leep in the ftables, to take care of the farm cattle, a tatk to
thich a married man cannot fubmit, ashe has his own family to attend to in the
evenings. ~Accordingly, it -will be obferved, that on farms of from 40 to 100 acres,
unmarried men are almoft uniformly employed, the farmer and they doing the whole
bufinefs, with little affiftance,from cottagers. But as no perfon who can avoid it, will
employ any more of that defcription than are abfolutely necefary for taking care of the
horfes and other cattle, on account of the trouble fuch people occafion, the labourers
on large farms are chiefly married perfons having families. Thus, on his own
farm, about half a century ago, when it was occupied by three tenants, there were a-

bout fix unmarried men fervants, and only fix families of cottagers ; but now no lefs -

than twelve men are employed, ten of whom have families, making a population of at
leatt one third more, and annually putting out a young colony of three or four to fer-
vice, to trades, and to the army or navy. Perhaps it may here be afked, how the
farmer was formerly fupplied with labourers, from fo few married families of that
defcription, and what now becomes of the children of the latter, when fewer hands
are required inhufbandry? But to this an anfwer is eafy, by flating the fimple fa&, that
formerly it waa ufual for the fons of mechanics to apply to the plough, while hardly
an inftance thereof now occurs, it being common for the fons of ploughmen to become
tradefmen in their tam. .
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the date of his-epiftle (6th Dec. 1790) the population of the parifth was
nearly 299 families and 1112 individuals. This however appears to be
confiderably under-rated, even making allowances for the removal of

moft of the gentlemen’s families to Edinburgh in the winter feafon, and
for feveral new houfes (16 in number,) built in 1791 and 1792 ; fince a
careful enumeration, fuperintended by Mr Robert Spotfwood before

" mentioned, on purpofe for this work, in fummer 1792, produced the fol-

lowing Table.
Individuals - - 1483
Males - - 734
Females . - 751
Under 10~ £ - 359
From 10 to 20 - 298
From 20 to §a - - 598
From 50 to %0 - 191
From 70 to go - 39
Married couples - 247
Widowers - - a1
Widows - - 29
Bachelors & unmarried women houfe-
keepers - - 35
Families - - 330
e of 1 individual - 29
s Of 2 individuals - I
——— of 3 do. - 42
e 4 do. - 52
——e Of 5 do. = 43
~—n of 6 do. - 32
e of % do. - 22
e of 8 do. - 12
——— of g do. - - 6
e of 10 do. - 6
e of 11 do. - - 5
~—— of 12 do. - 2
——— of 13 do. - 3
e Of 14 do. - I
e of 16 do. - 2
e Of 22 do. .- 1
e of 31 do. - - 1

In Netber Cramond village - 343
In Over Cramond do. - 139
In Laurgfion do. - - 76
In Muttonbole do. - - 73
Refident heritors - 8
Individuals in their families - 86
Gentlemen, not heritors, and farmers 34
Individuals in their families - 300
Eftablifhed clergyman - X
Surgeon - - I
Llerks at the iron-works - 3
Millmen at do. - - 13
Slitters at do. - - 2
Forgemen at do. - 6
Nailers at do. - . - 11
Spademakers at do. - - 8
Labourers, carters, &c. at do. - 18
Apprentices and boys at do. - 22
Seamen- and apprentices - 23
Schoolmafters - - 3
Brewer - - I
Baker - - I
Butcher - - I
Smiths - - 13
Wrights, coopers, and turners 30
Mafons - - 1z
Weavers - - 10
Taylors - - 9
Shoemakers - - 5
Gardeners - - 16
Licenced male fervants - 28

Antiburgher
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Antiburgher Seceders - 4 Glaflite - - X
Epifcopalians - 9 Anabaptifts : - 6
French Calvinift ‘. 1 Eftablithed Church * - 1464
Licenced four-wheel carriages % Barrels of Strong Ale brewed annually ¢

e two-wheel do. - 4 ——— of Small Beer do. - 8
~——— carriage and faddle-horfes 46 of Twopeany Ale do. 308
Carts - - 120 Inhabited houfes, liable to duty 1y
Plonghs - - 975 Old window duty -  ZL.s1 19 O
Licenfed alehoufes ‘. 9 Commutation tax L.6316 6
Pigeon houfes . - o Houfe tax - L.g1s 3
Horfes, of all kinds - 300 rage L.6 each v ZL.2100
Their value, from 4osto L. 50, ave- Sheep - - 600
rage L. 12 each - L.3600 Their value, from L. 10 to L. 2§,
Cows and black cattle 350  average L. 120 per {core L.6oo

Their value, from 40s to L. 10, ave-

Mr Fames Spotfwood farmer at Lesymuir, the oldeft perfon in the pa-
rifh, is pow in his goth year; and it is not a little remarkable, that the
ages of him, two brothers and a fifter, all natives of this diftri&t, born of

P the

* A full copy of the enumeration, which contains the names of the heads of families,
their places of refidence, and employments ; and the number of fouls in each family,
divided into fexes, and clafled according to their refpedtive ages, is made out for
the purpofeof infertion in the Parifh Regiftes, agreeably’to the recommendation of Sir
Fobn Sinclair in one of the introduions to his invaluable Statiftical Enquiry. Per-
haps it may be found not unworthy of the attention of the landholders, in this and the
neighbouring diftri@ts, tokeep by them-s roll of the inhabitants on their refpe@ive
properties, the number of their families, the charafters of individuals, &c. and have
it correited, by perfonal inquiries if pralticable, towards the end of every year; at
the fame time adminiftering relief and affiftance where requifite. The advan-
tages attending that pratice it is almoft unneceflary te enumerate, fince every pro-
prietor would thereby obtain a clear infight into the real fituation of each family, have
it in his power to feleét the moft deferving obje&ts for, and afcertain their pretenfions
to, relief, and be enabled to account Tor the inercafe or diminution of population,
carefully encouraging every circumftance couuucing to promote the former, and,
where expedient. or neceflary, checkiing all tendency towards the latter. .
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the fame parents, and now living, ameunt to 324 years, The number
of fouls above 7o, will appear remarkably fmall, when compared with
the total of the population ; but this cannot be attributed to the cli-
mate, few places in Scotland being able to boaft of a purer air, or more
healthy fituation, than this parifh enjeys. Neither can it be referred to
~ the intemperance of the lower claffes, their food confilting principatly of
oatmeal for breakfaft and fupper, with milk in the feafon. They feldom
tafte flefh, fith, butter, or cheefe ;' and during the winter months, live
ehiefly on potatoes, prepared in different ways. The inhabitants of the
village of Cramond confume a great quantity of cockles, mufcles, limpets,
and other fhell fith ; which appear to be a very healthy diet, as for fome
years paft, the mortality of that place has been almoft exclufively con-
fined to aged perfops and children. There are no difeafes particularly
prevalent in the parifh; fome years ago, the common peopte ufed to be
fo much afflited with the ague, efpecially during the fpring and fum-
mer months, that it was with difficulty the farmers coukd get the necef-
fary hufbandry work performed, for want of hands. This difeafe was wont
to be exceedingly fevere and diftrefling, but it has, fince the year 1775,
almoft wholly difappeared from this neighbourhood ; a circumftance that
may be attributed, in a gteat meafure, - to the thorough draining of the

ground.

S E € T VI

MINERALS, ISLANDS, BRIDGES, ROADS, REMARKABLE CUSTOMS, MANNERS
OF TBE INRABITANTS, EMINENT MEN..

Fuzsroux abounds im many places, particularly along the fhore at
Caroline Park, and in Lord Rofeberry’s grounds ; where it is of a foft
friable nature, interfperfed with veins of ironflone, In Fair-a.far farm,

along
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along the banks, and in the bed, of the river, is.a great quantity of free-
fone, of a whitith colour, and of a hard clofe grit. . At Lauriffonis a
quarry of the fame fort, the ftone, lying in inclined ftrata with perpen-
dicular fiffures, pretty foft and friable, and of a grey colour; a great
quantity is daily carried to Edinburgh. In Barntoun inclofures, north of
the houfe, there is freeftone of a white colour exceedingly hard, as alfo
near Muirboufe ; and at Peggie’s Mill is a freeftone rock, but as it does
not lie in any regular ftrata, the quarrying thereof is very dxﬂicult,
fometimes requiring the affiftance of gunpowder, -

Whinftone, moorftone, or granite, are found in great abundance, ef-
pecially.in Corflorphine, Leny, and Craigie hills, and in Cramond ifland ;
from the firft and laft mentioned places, ftones are quarried for the floors
of ovens, a purpofe for which théy are particularly adapted. Ironftone
is to be met with, along the fhore at Caroline Park ; and the Carron com-
pany frequently carry great quantities from thence to their works, It
is generally found in frata two inches thick, inclofed in feams of free-
fione; but it is fometimes picked up in fmall detached pieces, of va-
rious fizes. ' '

In fome places along ‘the banks of the 4moa are veins of blae, or 2
kind of killas ; below Cocklemill is a vein of a light colour, on hreaking
whereof the figures of mofs or plants appear diftinctly marked on the
flones. There is a burft of limeftone rock in the bed of the fouth branch
of the river at Pesus ifland, Petroleum, and ochre both yellow and red,
are fometimes met with in the fhelving rocks eaft from Long-green, and
at the north end of Cramond town,

On the lands of Marcbficld is a {pring of mmeral water called the well
of Spaw, reckoned beneﬁcial in fcorbutic cafes, and highly purgative l.f
drunk copioufly.

There is an evident appearance of coal in the barony of Rogffoun, and
in the adjacent lands of Aardie ; large feams being perceivable on the
fea fhore, both within and without the fea mark. The people in the vi-
cinity, when fuel is fcarce, often carry off from hence parcels of coal,

P2 though
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. though of an exceeding poor quality. Hence arifes 2 praverb, current
in the neighbourhood, * They are better than want, like #ardie coal.”
A pit was funk, and machinery erefled, in Pilfour wood in 1788, but a-
bandoned dire@ly, on account of the badnefs of the coal; the vcﬁigzs
of feveral mines are ftill to be feen, in the lioks of Broompark. The coal
ufed in this parifh is brought either from St David’s and other ports on
the frith of Forth, or from the pits to the fouthward of Edinburgh.
There are in this parifh two iflands, one belonging to Barstoun, cal-
led Cramond ifland, and the other to Grantoun, bearing the name of
Inchmickery. Cramoud ifland lies at the diftance of 1338 yards N. N. E,
of the village of Netber Cramond, rifing high in the middle, with fteep

cliffs on the eaft fide compofed of granite. This ifland, containing 19 -

acres, isacceflible at low water to foot paffengers, has on it two houfes,

fometimes inhabited * ; and formerly abounded with rabhits, though

they are now almoft extirpated. It was once the property. of the Bis

fhops of Dunkeld, but pafling from them to the fecond Lord -Bamerinach,

bas ever fince belonged ta Barntoun. - The Earl of Rofeberry, withing to

acquire this ifland, in order to ornament with plantations an objeét

flanding in a confpicuows point of view from Barnbougle Caftle, made an

offer of L. 6oq for it to the prefent Duke of acenfberry, which (um his

Grace was willing ta acceps ; but juft at that crifis. difpofing of his whole

propesty in this patifh to Lord Glenorchy, the matter dropped.. Lord Raofe~

-berry afteswards renewed his propofals fer the purchafe of the ifland to La-
- , . . dy

* They once ferved as an afylum for unfortunate fernales whofe fituation required

a temporary retirement, as appears from the Seffion records. 18th Sept. 1690, the
Minifter told the Seflion, that he being informed that a firanger gentlewoman was
broughtto bed in Robert Young’s houfe in Cramond ifland, he went with Mr Howifon of
Braebead to vifit her. Not obtaining a fatisfaltory anfwer to his inquiries, Mr
Mensies of Cammo the ruling elder, with Mr Howifon and two theriff officers were
fent to the ifland to apprebend her, but meeting one Mz Arther Forfes there, he gave
abond for L. 400 Sc. obliging himfelf to fift the lady before the church feffion of Cra-

mond, on the gth of O&2. next enfuing, but on the 1 5th of Sept. Mx Forbes carried her
away from the ifland, fo his bond was declared forfeited.
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dy Glemorchy, who thought proper, as I was informed by his Lord{ip, to aflc
no lefs than L. 210a for this barren fpot, which never yielded more than
L. io of yearly rent; a demand that, it may well be fuppofed, he would
not agree to, The prefent proprietor has generoufty complimented the
Britith Wool Soclety with the free pafturage of this- ifland, which is ex-
cellently adapted for the Shetland breed of fheep. On this ifland, and
alpng the fhore of the parith, about 10 toms of kelp. are annually made
from the fea ware. .

Inchmiakery, above a mile tothe N. E. of Gramond iffand, is & batren:
rock withe thin furfice of fod, meafufing abaut two acres, much fre-
quented by fa fowl.. I-bave feen the furface gpite over(pread with the
cggs of the tavon (#érnehirands ), fo as completely to load a boat from
Crgmopd. s the opinion of the vulgar, that the pafture of this iflec
is fufficient to maintain two fheep in good order, but that if a third is put
io, it wil} be flarved, while the two former continue to thrive.

- Cramaud bridge, fituated about a mile’ from. the mouth of the river;
confifis of three anches, ¢ach about 4o feet in diameter ;. the bréadth of
the road within the walls is egly 14 feet. The fituation is extremely
bad, the river making 2 wide cenvature immediately above it, by which
means thqﬁ,rc;m,, in place of ¢oming diredtly upon the peints of the
piers, adls with great force upon their fides, fo as often to fhatter them,
thereby occafioning frequent and expenfive repairs. The date upon the
center arch is 1619 ; but it appears there had been another bridge here
befere that period, as aa ack-of parliament was pufled in. 1587, mentioning
that a complaint had beea made, that the-bridge of Cramond hed been for a ‘
long time fallen down, and no paffage could be got everit; on-which ac-
count a cammiffion was given tothe Lord Seton, the Lairds of Dundas, Cra-
Lieball, Barnbougle, and Invenleith, or any three of them, to pafs to the faid!
bridge and infpect the fame ;. and the Lotda of Secret Council were thereby:
impowered to grant a reafonable ftent and taxation upon fuch parts of
the country as they thould think moft expedlent far the fupport of the:
faid decayed bridge, and to 1mpofe tolls upon certain commodities paf-
: fing
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fing it. ‘This ftatute, however, would appear to have been of no effect,
3s another act of the fame import paffed in 1607. While the bridge
lay in ruins, the road along the fhore by Nether Cramond to Queens-
Jerry was much ufed, and the effe@ remained long after the caufe was
removed : {probably owing to the badnefs of the roads previous to the

introduction of turnpikes.) On that account the Earl of Haddington

gave in a petition to Parliament complaining that the road -from .Cra-
mond by Barnbougle to Queeniferry is a private road, and- much ufed
by people to'his great annoyance. An 4t was therefore paffed ‘in 1662,
changing the way betwixt the Sucensferry and Cramond by Barndougle,
and ordering travellers between the two former places to go round by
Cramond bridge. There 'is no other bridge over the Amon in this pa-
. rifh, except that built by the Hon. Charles Hope Weir of Crugieball, de-
feribed at p. 67. :

The roads in this diftrit, are in general kept in good repair, and are
chiefly compofed of granite, broken leifurely with hammers into fmall
pieces, by ‘poor old men paft other labour, and ftrewed on the middle of
the road ; -afterwards the fides and ditches are cleared of rubbifh, which
is thrown over, and foon incorporates with, the ftones. The public road
from Edinburgh to Queensferry, one of the moft pleafant and frequented
in Scotland, traverfes great part of the parifh, croffing the 4#mor at Cra-
mond bridge, on the weft fide of which is a toll bar, let in 1789 for L. 142,
but in 1590, the rent fell to L. 130. ’

There ufed to be a feftival celebrated .in this parifh, ﬁpon the 1t of
Azguft annually, called the Lammas Feaft. On that day, the herds ®
in the eaftern quarter met upon Corflorphine Hill, and thofe in the weft
aflembled upon Leny Hill ; each party had a tower built of fods, with
tables of the fame materials, having a trench dug round them for the
conveniency of fitting, at which thcy feafted on cream, butter, and

cheefe,

* Boys who attended the cattle, to prevent their trefpaffing on the corns, when
inclofures were as yet rare.
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cheefe, -. Aféer dinner, the ftandard bearer of each party took down
the enfign, made of a tablecloth ernamented with all the ribbons the

frerds could borrow from the girls of their acquaintance, elevated on a:
Tong pole, from the top of their refpe@ive tower. The piper went play-
ing before the ftandard bearer, behind whom marched the herds ar-
sanged in order, and blowing their horns, till they came to Cramond
muir, where both’ parties inet. The weaker.fide generally fubmitted: to
the ftronger by lowering its colours; and then races were run. betwixt
picked men of both parties ; after which each returning te their own
tower, fpent the evening.in. jollity, running races, and playing at the
ball and at quaits.. I8:'however fometimes happened. that each party

being nearly equal in- mumbers, neither would agree to fubmit to the o-

ther, by lowérhig its-flag ;. in fuch’cafes they decided the fuperiority by
force, particufarly ia 734, when: thahy were forely hurt on both fides!
- *Fhe eaft party, although worfted 'in the fight, bad the addrefs to carry
" off the ¢olours of the weft divifion, who, in reprifal, ftripped the prifoners

they had taken of their coats, which they kept till their flag was reftored;
This feftival, (of which. I have given buta brief (ketch, as-a minute ac-
count of a fimilar ceremony is printed in the 1ft volume of the Tranfa@ions.
of the Society of Antiquaries of Scotland, p. 192,—198,). has-been-difufed:
in this parifh fince 1758.

As for the manners.of the different claffes of inhabitants, it may con-
fidently be affiemed, that no other country: parith in Scotland.of equal:
extent, contains a greater number of refident heritors.more decent in.
their general deportment, more punctual in attendance on religious or-
dinances, more ready to promote every mealure tending to.alleviate the
diftrefles, or-to-meliorate the fituation, of the common people ; and, what.
will appear not a little extraordinary when the fplendid fortunes poffef-
fed by fome of them are confidered, more free from luxury, pride,. and:
oftentation. There is, therefore, every reafon to fuppofe that the land-
ed property of this diftei®, which has already undergone fo many

changes
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changes, will now centinue, fora long courfe of years in the poffeflion
of the defcendants of the prefent herjtors. The farmers are in general
iﬁduﬁrious, fober, intelligent, and holpitable ; few are wealthy; and
none of them, happily for their families, entertain the foolifh ambitiorf
of vying with their fuperiors in the luzuries of life. With refpe@ to the
lower claffes, I can fafely affert, from the obfervation of feveral years,
that a greater degree of induftry, honefty, and content, cannot be feen
any where. No doubt there are exceptions, efpecially among a
particular clafs; but the before mentioned charadter is applicable to a
great majority of the common people, particularly thofe employed in a-
griculture ; and they demeaned themfelves in a quiet and peaceable man-
ner, well worthy of imitation, duripg the late ferment that agitsted the
country. Senfible of the invaluable bleffings fecured to them by the ex-
cellent conftitution of this kingdom, which has ftood the teft of ages, no
wilh for innovation or alteration found a place in their minds, and no re-
forming clubs prefumed to rear their heads in this diftrict. Indeed, no room
for complaint can poffibly exift, when it is confidered how equitably the
taxes for fecuring thefe bleflings sre approportioned ; fince by 8 calcula-
tion, founded on careful inquiry, which will be found rather over than
under the truth, it appears that each individual, in the families of the
common people of this parifh, does not pay, in indire@ taxes for necef-
fary articles, viz. fope, candles, leatber for fhoes, fult, and the beer
they may have occafion to ufe when milk cannot be had, more than
1s. 5;d. yearly. While at the fame time it will be found, that the re-
fident heritors, and a few other geatlemen and farmers in this diftriét,
pay in dire@ impofitions, fuch as the cefs, and the duties on inhabited
houfes, windows, horfes, carriages, and fervants, no lefs a fym than
L. 410 per annum, not to reckon indirek taxes on the variety of articles
confumed in their families, extending to a fum beyond all computation,

though certainly far exceeding L. 1000 annually. '
1 will now conclude this laft {ection, with briefly noting the perfons
diftingnifhed for their actions, their writings, or other remarkable quali-
- fications,
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fications, to which the parifh lays claim on account of their being pro-
prietors or natives of this diftri®, and the number of thefe is by no
means inconfiderable. During the courfe of the laft century, in parti-
cular, the following are principally to be remarked. Sir Yames Elpbin-
JSeone of Barntotin, Seeretary of State to James VI. by whom he was
created Lord Balam‘mocb His fon, j‘obn, fecond Lord Balmerimoch, a
-nobleman noted for his f{pirited oppofition to the arbitrary meafures of
Charles 1. for which he narrowly efcaped lofing his head ; and for being
the beft friend the Covenanters had, fupplying them with money till
he irretrievably ruined a very ample fortune. Sir Zhomas Hope of Gran-
soun, Advacate to Chgries 1. well kriown as one of . the ableft and moft
fuccefsful lawyers at the Scottifh bar; to whofé found counfel the firm
eftablifhment of the Prefbyterian mode of worfhip in this kingdom is in
a great meafure owing. His grandfon, Sir William Hope of Grantoun,
who was diftinguifhed for fuperior proficiency in the fathionable accom-
plithments of the times in which he lived, particularly for great fkill in
fencing, and io horfemanthip, on each of which fubjects he publithed a
celebrated treatife. That fine fcholar, and pleafant companion, but
crafty and flippery fatefman, 8ir George Mackenzie firft Earl of Cro.
marty, whofe numerous works are well known. During the courfe of
the prefent century, may be reckoned Sir' Yamesr Mackenzie of Royf-
toun, a Lord of Seffion and Jufticiary, confidered as one of the firft
Judges in criminal caufes of his time; obn Law of Lawrjflon, €omp-
troller General of the Finances of France, and his nephew Jobn Law of
Lavrifton, Chevalier deSt Lowis and Marechal de Camp. * But all thefe
will be more particularly noticed in the biographical and genealogical
colle&ions immediately following. ,

The farm of Grantoun in this parifh, was for a long feries of years oc-
cupied by 4 worthy race ‘of farmers of the name of Gleghorn ; feveral of
whofe offspring have made no {mall figure, and meiit a place here.

George Cleghorn, born at Gramtoun 18th Dec. 1716, Surgeon of the
32d Regiment of Foot, was quartered with it in Minorca from 1744 to

QL o 1749,
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1749, and foon afterwards publifhed un oftavo velume, intituled, le}
+« fervations on the Epidemical Difeafes in Minorca, from the year 1474
-3¢ to 1749, to whichis prefixed. a fhort Account of the Climate, Produc-
“'tions, Inhabitants, and Endemial Difeafes of that Ifland;” which has
paffed through feveral editions. Settling as a' phyfician in Dublin,. hie
rofe to high eftimation and extenfive prallice; and being appointed
Le&urer of Anatomy in Trinity College, was the firlt perfon that efia-
blithed what could, with any degree of propriety, be called an Anato-
mical School in Ireland, which long flourifhed with ftill increafing fplen-
dor and utility under his aufpices. Having acquired -an ample:fortune-
‘by his profeffion, he made feveral purchafes -in that kingdom, particu-
larly in the county of. Meath ; and died at one of his feats there, 22d
Dec. 1789, ®ta. 75, unmarried, leaving the bulk of his great property
to his eldeft furviving nephew George Cleghorn of Kilcarty in-Mentb, (of
-which county he.is High Sheriff and Major of Mzhﬁa thxs ptefcnt yea:
.1793,) alfo a matiye of this parifh.’ SO ‘

William Clegbarn, nephew of Dr. George CIegbom, born at Grantouns
3oth O¢. 1754, ftudied at Dublin Univerfity, and completed his medi-
cal .education at Edinburgh College gth Sept. 1779. He afterwards. vi-
fited feveral parts of the Continent, and returning to Dublin in. 1780,
was affociated with his uncle as Anatomical Profeflor in Trinity. College.
Very high expe&tations were entertained of his fucce(s ;. but thefe hopes
were unhappily blafted by his premature death, of a fever, at Dublin
aoth dpril 1783, =ta. ¢8. His brother, Dr. Fames. GCleghorn, likewife
a native of this.parifh, fuccéeded his uncle as meeﬂ'or of Auatomy m.
Trinity College in: 1790. -

Having now concluded what may properly be called the Topography
of the parifh; I propofe now to.proceed to the fecond. part of - this. work,
containing genealogital and biographical colle&tions relpe@ing-the moft
antient and confiderable families, and .remarkable indjviduals, who now
poflefs, or formerly enjoyed: property, in this diftrict.

I PARTE



PART I

_GENEALOGICAL AND BIOGRAPHICAL COLLECTIONS.

ROYSTOUN.

SIR GEORGE MACKENZIE OF ROYSTOUN, -FIRST EARL OF CROMARTY,
AND HIS SON SIR JAMES MACKENZIE OF ROYSTOUN,

SIR George Mackenzie of Tarbat, eldeft fon of Sir Yebr Mackenzie of
Zarbat, Bart. .(by Margaret, daughter and coheirefs of Sir Georgc
Erfkine of Innerteil, ane.of the Senators of the College of Juftice), was
born-in the year 1630, and fucceeding his father in 1654, immediately
requefted from King Charles 1. a commiflion to raife what forces he
could, in order to attempt his Majefty’s refloration. Having obtained
that commiffion, he joined the Earl of Middleton with a large body of
men, and in company with that nobleman, fuftained ‘a war, againft the
Englifh for a whole year; but being defeated by Golonel Morgas,. he
made a capitulation with the ruling powers, upon very honourable
terms *.

At the Reﬁ‘oratxon, his old friend Lord Mzddlcton, commg into the
‘chief dire@ion of Scottith affairs, Sir George became his princi-
pal confident ; and was, in 1662, fent up.to Londoz by that nobleman
‘with two draughts of an Act of lndemmty, one of them containing a

ez claufe,

e T

* Crawford’s Peerage, 88.
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claufe, declaring twelve particular perfons incapable of holding any
place of public truft. Sir George met with a gracious reception from
. the King, and was confidered at Court as one of the moft promifing
young men in Scatland. In confequence of his fuggeftions, his Majefty
iffued an order of council, empowering Middleton to pafs the A& with
the before mentioned claufe ; and Sir George was fent back with it to
Scotland, accompanied by the Duke of Richmond and the Earl of New-
burgh. The wild and ungoverned cxiravagancies of thefe noblemen,
occafioned Middleton’s whole condué@ to fall into fuch an univerfal o-
dium, and fo much contempt, that the King was forced in a fhort time,
to put an end to his miniftry *.
Middleton’s intention in having the above mentioned claufe inferted
in the A& of Indemnity, was with'the view of getting the Earls of Craw-
Jord and Lauderdale, and Sir Robert Murray, whom he reckoned bis
principal enemies, incleded ameng the pesfons ta be incapacitated. By
Sir George Mackenzie’s. advice, every member of Parliament was ordered
to give in a lift of twelve perfons; fuch as had the greateft number a.
gainft-them on thefe lifts to be declaved incapable; and emiffiiries ‘were
fent abroad, who fo managed mattérs, that thefe three obmoxious pérfons
were included in the twelve by a great majority. Upon the paffing of
the a&, the Duke of Richmond and Sir George Mackenzie were fele@ed
'by ‘Lotd Middleton to carry it up to Court for the King’s approbation.
Knowing tbat all fuccefs depended on the 4&l’s being kept fecret, and
‘carried to his Mujefty, before he fhould be prepofieffed againft it by
Lord Laudsrdale or his patty, care was taken tovifit the pacquet, and to
flop all' the pofis from.Edinburgh to Durbam; but thefe precautions
were fruftrated by the diligence of Lord Lorn, who difpatched by the
crofs roads & fervant, that got to Court three days before the others. The
King receiving the news he brought with great furprife, affured Lord
Lauderdale of his prote@ion ; fo upon the Duke’s and Sir George’s arri-
. ‘ - - val,

* Burnet’s Hiftory of his own Times, i, 148.
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val, he gave them but a cold reception ; and on their delivering to him

the A& of Incapacity fealed up, told them that it never fhould be open-

ed by him; adding, that their laft actings were like thefe of madmen, or
of men who were perpetually drunk. Sir George faid all was yet en-

tire, and in his hands; the a& being, by a fpecial claufe, of no force

unlefs approved of by his Majelty ; he magnified Middleton’s zeal for

his fervice, and the loyalty of the Parliameat, who had on this occa-

fien confulted both his fafety and honour ; adding, that the incapacis

tating claufe was only intended to put it out of the power of men, who
had been formerly bad inftruments, to be fo any more ; and even that

was fubmitted by them to his judgement. Cbharls heard all this very’
patiently, and difmiffed them without any farther difcourfe on the fub-

je@, fo they hoped he was molified ; but in a thort time Middleton was

difiniffed from all his places ; and Sir George Mackenzic, fharing his fate,

remained without any power or intereft during the long adminiftration

of the Duke of Lauderdale ; which could not fail of being but an irk-

fome fituation for a young man, full of ambition, and of great vivacity
of parts *. ' .

Upon Lauderdale’s difgrace, Sir George again rifing into favour was,
on 16th O&. 1678, appointed Lord Juftice General of Scotland ; 1it
Nov. 1681 he was made orie of the Lords of Seffion, in the room of Sir
Tbomas Murray of Glendoick, fuperfeded ; and the fame year had the
office of the Lord Regifter beftowed upon him. Becoming now Prime
Minifter for Scot/and, he purchafed the lands of Royffoun, on which he
built the houfe defcribed at page 15, in order to have a pleafant retire-
ment at a fmall diftance from the capital, where his prefence was fre-
quently required ; and he continued to poflefs the chief power of Scoz-
land Auring the remainder of the reign of Charles, and all the time of his
fucceflor Fames; by whom, upon the 15th Apr. 1685, he was created
Vifcount of Tarbat, and Lord Macleod of Caftiebaven 1. N

t

¢ Butnet, i. 149, 153.
+ Crawford, 88. -
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At the Revolution, his Lordihip came to Court, and was well receiv-
ed by King William ; but his arbitrary proceedings in the two former
reigns had rendered him fo obnoxious to the people, that his Majefty
did not then think proper to employ him. However, in 1692, his
Lordfhip was reftored to his. old office of Lord chifter, in which, it
would appear, from the lately publifhed correfpondence of Principal
Carflares, he condu@ed himfelf in a manner not to be imitated by any
honeft man. Seéretary Fobnflone, in a letter to, the Principal, dated
16th May 1693, fays, “ Tarbat has been catched grofsly malverfing in
“ his office of Clerk both in public and private bufinefs in Parliament,
“and it was only to prevent noife that he was not fufpended from his
“ office. His falfifying the -minutes over and over again was made fo
“ plainly appear in Parliament, that neither he nor any man for him
* had fo much as one word to fay in his defence. And my Lord Colin-
“ toun will to morrow petition the Parliament, and decline him as
“ clerk, for emitting'thc other day an order, in the name of Parliament,
“ which order they never gave, in a private procefs depending before
4 the. Parliament betwixt my Lord Tarbat’s mother and Lord Colintoun.
“ This is the third time Lord Tarba¢ hath been catched, and the thing
“ always fo grofs, that he loft countenance and gave over defending
“himfelf, yet flill he relapfes. I have been tried by one for him if he
“ might be allowed to fell his place. He has made try Grant if he
“ would buy it, and he offers to fell it for 50,000 merks ; now confider
“ that he’ll make this money by itina year and a half, and imagine
“ what can be his reafon to fell it. For my own part I am fully fatis-
* fied that whatever my Lord Middieton is doing he is at the bottom of
“ it, and if he is in earneft to fell it fo cheap, it is becaufe he trufts to
* the fuccefs of the defigns now in Lord Middleton’s hands.” Secretary -
Jobnftone in another- letter mentions that Tarbat fent Lord Colintoun
word that he would not be clerk in his concern, and fo prevented the
cloud ready to break upon him ; and in a third letter he animadverts

upon
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wpon his Lordhip’s condué in negociating with the clergy, in order to.
prevent their taking the oaths of allegiance and aflurance *®.

Of the fitnation into which he had brought himfelf by thefe unwar=
rantable pratices, Tarbat was fo fenfible, that 16th May 1695, he wrote:
to Mr Carjflares, in thefe terms=: “ I know too well the temper of our
“ hott ‘party not to kmow with that how inconvenient it were for youw
to be feen in my company ; yet fince I am fure you with them wel,
“ and the King at eafe from their turbulent defigns, it will not difpleafe
“ you to carry to the King what may contribute to both. thefe ends,

% which, I can affure you, the inclofed will in fome meafure do. I en-

“ treat yow to reprefent to the King, that I am not afraid of my adver-

¢ fars, for 1 am not guilty of a- thought prejudicial to him, nor wearied

“ of ferving him ; but if he judge it either fit or eafy to.pleafe-a: party
“ with allowing my addrefs for a private Iife; I can as willingly quit a:

¢ heneficial office to ferve him, as they can. trouble him.untill they get

“ it. Thowgh I am afraid this will not cure the diftemper, yeot its all
¢« that I can contribute to it. ‘But,‘ when their heat cannot bear with
. the E. Melville’s family, and with you, to- whom they owe, under the:
s King, all the power they have, I can little-wonder-at their fretting at
“ me ; but'l hope their foly will not frighten the King from faithful
« fervants, nor you fromr giving counfel for their fakes, whofe fire will’
¢ hurry to felf-prejudice, if not ftopt by prudence. I hope my fidelity
“ in endeaveuring to enlarge the hottom' of his. Majefty’s government ;
« and efpeeially- by bringing in fuch of the northern clergy, as would
« qualify themfelves for ecclefiaftical office according to- the prefent

3
-~

I3

“ law, will not always be confidered as undutifulnefs in me: I wifh the
« helding of fo-many out benot. Bat I fhall be-beft pleafed if my fears
« for the effe® of thefle heats be difappointed ; I will adventure to en-
- treat the favour to you, to fecond my defire to the King, in giving-me
“ a fafe and eafy retreat, and to favour me with a letter, whereby thofe

“ i

¢ Carflaress Letters, 172, 180, 181
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“ in the government may know, that my perfon, my little eftate, and
“ the penfion which his Majefty has given me during my life, and not -
« depending upon my being in or out of employment, may be fecured
“ by his Majelty’s protection. And if you pleafe to give him my faith-
. ¢ ful aflurance of being as zealous for his perfon and intereft when in a
“ private, as if I were in the higheft ftation, I will make good your
¢« promife, and likewife affure you, that by fo doing, you will very much
“ oblige me, and engage me to be your faithful friend and fervant *.”

In that letter was inclofed the following draught of a warrant to be
iffued by the King. * We having allowed our right well beloved and
“ right trufty coufin and counfellor, Gevrge Vifcount of Tarbat, to-lay
“ down the office of Clerk of our councils, regifters, and rolls; and his
“ old age rendering him lefs able to attend frgquently at our council,
“ jt.is our pleafure that he be not called to attendance, but. when he
“ voluntarily comes, or on our exprefs call. And we likewife require
“ the Lords of our Treafury now in p'lnce, or any who fhall fucceed
“ them, to make the penfion of L. 400 yearly, under our privy feal,
« granted by us to the faid George Vifcount of Tarbat during his life
“ to be effeCtually paid to him in manner as is contained in our letter
“ of gift, and penfion granted to him by us, in all points *.””

Lord Tarbat, with an anxiety for the fuccefs of this application, that
gives no very favourable idea of his innocence, again wrote on the fub-
ject to Mr Carflares, 11th June 1693, concluding thus: * 1 wifh to have
“ a very general remiffion fent me, becaufe I fee faults fifht for in o-
“ thers on no great grounds. If it comes, let it contain treafon, perduel-
“ lion, and a general of all crimes ;" though, on all that’s facred, I know
“ not myfelf guilty, nor do I fear any thing on this fide Irith witnefles
¢ or evidence +.”

Upon the acceflion of Queen Anne his Lordfhip was fent for to Court,
conftituted

* Carflares, 229, 230.
t+ Carflares, 231,
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conftituted Secretary of State, and advanced, on the I1ft of Yan. 1703,
to the dignity of Earl of Cromarty. His Lordfhip’s great age making
the fatigue of the Secretary’s place uneafy, he demitted that office in
1704, and in lieu thereof, got an employment of a much eafier nature,
that of Lord Juftice General, which he refigned in 1710. He zealouf~
ly prometed the Union, mot only by his votes and fpeeches in Parlia-
ment, but allo by publications on that fubjeét *.

In Fune 1714, in the 84th year of his age, his Lord(hip retired to
his noble feat of New. Tarbat in Rofs-fbire, with a determined refolution
to ftay fix years there and live thriftily, in-order to fave up. money that
he might fpend in London; but this moft commendable defign was
moft unexpedtedly interrupted in'its very outfet, by death, who remov-
ed his Lordfhip from this tranfitory {tage, at New Tarbat 17th Aug.
£714, a few daysafter Queen Anne 'had given way to fate.

Lord €remarty, although. extremely fickle and unfteady in his politi~
cal condu®, was allowed to be a good natured gentleman; poffefled of
a great meafure of polite learning, and good parts, and mafter of an. extra-
oerdinary gift of pleafing and diverting, converfation, whictr rendered him:
one of the moft entertaining companions in the world. He was one of
the original fellows of the Royal Society, and reckoned among the ableft
members of that learned body ; in the Philofophical Tranfa&ions, many
papers of his Lordfhip’s may be feen. His other publications, arranged
in cﬁfbnolog'rcal order, are, 1. A Vindication of King Robert 111. from.the-
Imputation of Baftardy, Edisn. 1693, 4to.~2. The Miftaken Advantage:
by Raifing of Money, Edin. 1695, 4to.—3. Letter to the Earl of Wemy/(s
concerning the Union with England, Edin. 1700, 4to.—4. Friendly Re-
turn to a Letter concerning Sir George Mackenzie's and Sir Fobn Nifber's
Obfervations and Refponfe on the matter of Union, Edin. 1706, 4to.—
5. Synopfis Apocalyptica, or a fhort and plain Explication of Daniels Pro-
phecy, and of St Jobn's Revelation in concert with it, Edin. 1707,

R ' 4to..

* Crawford, 89.
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4to.—6. Hiitorical Account of the Confpiracy of the Earlof Gowrie, and
of Robert Logan of Reflalrig, againft King Fames VI, Edin. 1713,
8vo,—7. A Vindication of the fame from the miftakes of Mr Fobn An-

" derfon Preaches of Dynbarton in his defenee of Prefbytery, Edin. 1714,
8vo*.

His Lordfhip was twice married ; firflt to Anne, daughter of Sir Fames
Sinclair of Mey, Bart. and fecondly, 11th Ap. 1700 +, to Margaret
Countefs of Wemy/s. By this laft, who died in 1705, he had no iffue{;
but by his firft wife he had three fons; 1. Fobn, fecand Earl of Cromarty,
who married, firft, in 1685, Lady Elizabeth Gordon, daughter of Charles
Earl of Aboyne ; fecondly, 25th 4p. r701 ¢, Mary, daughter of Alexan-
der Lord Elibank ; and thirdly, Aane, daughter of Hugb Lovd Lovat ; and
departed this life in 1731, leaving iffue.~—2. Sir Kenneth Mackenzie of
Cromarty, who, in 1704, was created a Baronet, with his father’s prece-
dency (8 Feb. 1628). He got from his father, in 1695, the extenfive
barony of Cromarty, purchafed in 1649 from Sir Robert Ipnes; and was
fucceeded by his fon, Sir George Mackenzie, who becoming bankrupt,
Cromarty was fold to William Urqubart of Meldrum in 1741.—3. Sir
Fames Mackenzie of Royfloun.—The Earl of Gromarty by his firft lady,
bad alfo four daughters; 1. Lady Margaret, married to David Bruce of
Clackmannan.—2. Lady Elizabeth, married to Sit George Brown of Coal-

Sloun.—3. Lady Fean, born 11th Fuly 1661, married to Sir Thomas

Stewart of Balcq/kw s—and, 4. Lady Anne, married to Jobn Sinclair of
Murkle,

* Lockbart of Carnwath’s Memoirs, 66~—68.
+ Parifh Regifter.
1 To her memory Lord Cromarty ereed a ftatue in Wemy /s Caftle, haying an
infcription, ending with thefe lines :
Pulchra Venus, Pallas fapiens, et cafta Dmna,
Trina fub boc cernitur ere Dea.
Pars ejus melior vivitque peresnior illo,
Mens ea calefiis jam fuper aftra regit.
Corporis cffigiem pofuit Cromertius beros,
. Nupta fuit mefio nam Dea trina viro.
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Murkle, Senator of the College of JuRice, brother of the Earl of Caith-
nefs, and died at Edinburgh 21t Oct. 1740.

Sir Fames Mackenzie, third and youngeft fon, came into poffeffion
of Royfloun, in virtue of an entail executed by his father in 1688, by
which this barony was fettled on him and the heirs male of his body,
which failing, on Sir Kenneth his brother, and the heirs mmle of his bo-
dy. Applying to the ftudy of the law, he was in 1698 called to the
bar, where he pratifed with reputation, and was created a Baronet 8th
Feb. 1704. Upon the refignation of his uncle Eord Preffonball, he
‘ivas;’on.the 7fh of Junme 1710, appointed one of the Senators of the
College of Juftice, and a Lord of Juticiary ; and fat on the bench with
high reputation for more than 34 years, even until his death, at whick
time he was fenior Lord of Seffion. He died at Edinburgh gth Nov.
1744, ®ta. 73, and was buried on the 15th in the tomb of Sir George
Mackenzie of Rofebaugh in the Grayfriars church yard. Heis faid to
‘have been‘a perfon of vaft learning, honour, and probity, impartial in
judgement, juftly ranked among the firft judges in criminal caufes of
the age; and in private life a moft polite, friendly; agreeably face-
tious, and affable gentleman. .

‘Lord Riyftoun married Elizabeth, youngeft daughter of the celebrated

'Sir George Mackenzie of Rofebaugh, his Majefty’s Advocate for Scotland,

widow of Siv Archibald Cockburn, younger of Langtoun ; a marriage that
involved his Lordfhip in a long courfe of litigation for his great property
with the Earl of Bute, who had married Sir George’s other daughter,

‘in'which the Earl finally prevailed. Lord Royffoun had by her two

daughters, Anne, the wife of Siv William Dick of Preftonfield, Bart.

‘and Elizabeth, married 13th Fan. 1725 to Sir Fobn Stewart of Grand-

tully, Bart. alfo one fon, George Mackenzie of Little Farnefe, born 18th
O&. 1708, a Captain in Sir Yobn Bruce Hope’s Regiment of Foot; who
married, 20th Yan. 1743, Ifabel, daughter of Archibald Stewart of
Torrence, but died without iffue, in the lifetime of his father, at the

R 2 Dean
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Dean near Edinburgh, 15th May 1744, ®ta. 36. His widow afterwards
married, 3d Of. 1748, Sit Robert Henderfon of Yordel, Bart.

GRANTOUN.

HOPE OF GRANTOUN.

Fnom the moft authentic accounts, it appears, that although the firname
of Hope has been of long ftanding in this kingdom, Jobn de Hope occur-
ring as one of the free barons who {ubmitted to Edward 1. when he in-
vaded Scotland in 1296, this family is of French extraction. Fobn de
* Hope, their immediate anceftor, was one of the gentlemen attending
Magdalen de Valois, fitft wife of King Fames V. at her coming into
this country in 1537 ; and after the death of that beautiful princefs the
fame year, he thought proper to fettle in this country. Marrying E-
lizabeth, daughter of Cuming, Efq. he was father of Edward
Hope, one of the Commiffioners from the city of Edinburgh to the Ge-
neral Aflembly of the church of Scotland in 1560. Henry Hope, fon and
fucceflor of Edward, a confiderable merchant, having frequent occafion,

in the courfe of bufinefs, to vifit the continent, married, on one of thefe
excurfions, a French lady, called Faqueline de Tott (or, as fome call her,
Joanna Juvitot), and by her had two fons. Henry Hope, the youngett, fol-
lowing the profeflion of his father, was progenitor of the great and opu-
lent branch of the Hopes of Amflerdam ; a houfe, for extent of commerce
and folidity of credit, fuperior, without exception, to any private mer-
cantile company in the world *.

Thomas Hope, eldeft fon of the firft Henry, after proceeding through
the ufual forms of grammatical learning with no fma]l applaufe, enter-
ing upon the ftudy of the law, made fo rapid a progrefs in juridical

knowledge

* Douglas’s Peerage, 348. Baronage, §8. Nifbet’s Heraldry, Appendix, 97.
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knowledge, that he was, at a very early age, called to the bar. How-
ever, like the generality of young lawyers, his praltice was very limited,
and his talents were imperfe@tly known, for fome years after his admif-
fion ; but in the year 1606 he burft at once upon public notice on the
following occafion.

Six minifters of the Church of Scotland having thought proper to
deny that the King and his Council poffeflfed any authority in ecclefiaf-
tical affairs, were on that account imprifoned for fome months in Black-
nefs Caftle, indicted of high treafon, brought to Linlithgow 1oth Fan.
1606, and the fame day put on their trial by a jury, confifing chiefly
of landed gentlemen of the three Lothians, before Sir William Hart
Juftice Depute, affited by the Lord Chancellor, the Earls of Mar,
Montrofe, Dunbar, and Linlithgow, the Lords Glammis, Scoon, Elphin-
Slone, Abercorn, Balmerinoch, Newbottle, and Blantyre, and feveral o-
ther members of the Privy Council. As it was carefully promulgated
that the King and Court had openly expreflfed the higheft difpleafure
againft the minifters, and had declared that they would fhow no favour
to any perfon that fhould appear on their behalf, none of the great
lawyers chofe to undertake the defence of perfons fo avowedly obnoxious
to the ruling powers ; even Sir Thomas Craig, although he was Procu-
rator for the Church, refufed to be concerned in this affair, and Sir
William Olipbant, who had at firft promifed to plead for them, fent

" word, the day before, that he would have nothing to do in that caufe.
The poor parfons, thus abandoned, applied to Mr Hope, who, pitying
their cafe, with the greateft chearfulnefs and refolution undertook their
defence ; and notwithftanding the reiterated endeavours of the Court to
perplex and browbeat him, conducted it in fo fkilful and mafterly a man-
ner, that he made a deep impreflion on the jury. However, by unlaw-
ful tampering with the jurors (fome of the Lords of Council having pro-
cured admittance to them after they were locked up) and affurances that
no harm was intended againft the perfons or goods of the pannels, nine

. out of the fifteen jurymen were induced to bring in a verdiét of guilty,

and
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and the minifters were fentenced to banifhment forth of the kingdom,
which was accordingly executed *.

- By the commendable intrepidity, knowledge of the law, and fingu-
Tar abilities, manifelted by Mr Hope at this important . trial, he became
fo greatly the favourite of the Prefhyterians, that they never afterwards
undertook any bufinefs of moment without confulting him ; and he was
retained in almoft every caufe brought by individuals of that party in-
to the Courts of ]ufhce, fo that he inftantly came - into the firt practice
of any lawyer of that period. By this, in a few years, he acquired one
of the moft confiderable fortunes ever made, at the Scottifh bar; which e-
nabled him to purchafe, between 163 3 and 1642, the lands of Crantoun,
.Edﬂ;‘org/loun and Cauldcotts in Midlsthian, 'Prq/lan‘é"range in Eaft Lsthian,
Kerfe in Stirling/bire, Mertoun in the Merfe, Kinninmonth, Arnydie,
Craighall, Ceres, Hilltarve:, and others in Fife +. His reputation, his
wealth, and influence with the Prefbytenan party advanced, in procefs
of time, to fuch a height, that King Fames VI thought proper, in the
beginning of the year 1626, to conftitute him his Advocate, Jjointly with
Sir William Oliphant of Newton ; and in 1628, he whs honoured with the
dignity of a Baronet of Nova Scotia, his patent bearing date 'nth Feb.
that year.

Sir William Oliphant giving way to fate 13th April followmg, King
Charles 1. was pleafed not only to appoint Sir Zbomas Hope to be his
fole Advocate, but allo to grant him feveral honourable privileges not
enjoyed by his predeceffor. With this view his Majefly fent a letter to
the Lord Prefident of the Court of Seffion, of this tenor : * Right trufty
'« and well beloved coufin and counfellor, though it was our pleafure to
“ remove our late Advocate from the ordinary ﬁlace of Seflion, which
"« was brooked by him and his predeceffors, Advocates for the time, e-
"s ver fince thefirft inftitution of the Collége of Juftice; yet it was not, nor
o . “ iy
* Calderwood’s Hiftory of the Church of Scot/and, 509.
+ Cart in publ, Arch.
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is it our will that our faid Advocate be any ways prejudiced in any o-
“ thers, the honours, liberties, privileges, and refpeés appertaining to
¢ the faid place; and feeing, as we are certainly informed by Sir Thomas
“ Hope our now Advocate, that Mr Henry Lauder Advocate for the time
“ to our umquhile great grandfather, King Fames 5th, who was the firft
“ inflitutor of the College of Juftice, had place to fit within the inner
* houfe to hear all caufes reafoned and voted by the Lords, except thele

L

¢ wherein he was an a&ual pleader himfelf, conforme to ane {pecial war-
¢ rand, direit to that effe&t by our faid umquhile great grandfather,

“ which is zit recorded in your books of federunt, and that we judge it

“ neceflary for our fervice, that the faid Sir Thomas Hope enjoy the like

« privilege, to the effedt, that he may better confider and underftand of
'« what fhall concern us, our intereft and fervice. Therefore it is our
¢ pleafure, that if you find the faid warrand extant in your books of fe-
“ derunt, you infert the like in favours of Sir Thomas Hope, to the effe&t
“ he may have place, and fit in the inner houfe according to the tenor
“ thereof, and alfo that you obferve in the faid Sir Thomas Hope his fa-
* vour all other privileges, liberties, and immunities, due and appertain--
“ ing to the {aid place ; and that you infert thefe prefents in your books of
¢ federunt for his warrant.  Given at Whiteball 23d May 1628.”

The Lords of Seffion, not wi(hidg to have any ftranger admitted to the
knowledge of their fecret tranfattions, delayed paying obedience ta
thefe commands, which produced a fecond letter from his Majefty, in
the following terms : “ Whereas we were formerly pleafed to write unto
“ you, that our trufty and well beloved counfellor Sir Zhomas Hope our
“ Advocate might be admitted to fit among you, and hear, as our faid
“ letter bears; as we perceive. by your anfwer, you have delayed the do-
“ ing thereof, and that upon no fuch reafon as could give us fatisfaction:
“ for fince Mr Henry Lauder, upon a letter from one of our Royal pre-
¢ deceflors, wasadmitted to fit and hear, we cannot but think it. reafon-
“ able that our Advocate for the prefent, thould have the like privilege.
« Therefore our pleafure is, that upon fight hereof, you admit him ac-
“ cording

»
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4 cording to our former letter, to fit and hear all caufes wherein, being
« required by you, he doth clear himfelf by oath from all fuch intereft.
“ as may make him juftly to be removed; and, as we can conceive no
“« prejudice that can arife hereby to you, when our faid letter is obeyed,
* if we find it to prove otherwife upon further information, we will give
. « order for the remedy thereof as the cafe fhall require ; fo expecting
“ the performance of this our demand, we bid you farewell from Hamp-
“ ton Court, roth Ot 1628."

This peremptory mandate had the defired effe@, for 18th Now. fol-
lowing, the Lords of Seflion made an a@ of federunt, whereby they
“ admitted and received Sir Fhomas Hope to fit in the inner houfe to
* hear, and fee the delivering of bills, the giving of interlocutors, deci-
* fions, ‘and determinations, of all caufes and a&ions there occurring,
* fo that he may hear and know fuch things as fhall happen to occur
“ that concerns his Ma jcify, (accepting allenarly thefe attions and caufes
“ wherein the faid Sir Thomas Hope is an atual pleader, or wherein he
hath given advice or confulted, or wherein he hath any intereft
“ whereby he may be lawfully removed or declined to be prefent ;) and
“ they defigned him a particular place to ﬁt‘in, without their own benches,
“ and placed him therein, after they had taken his oath to keep the
“ fecrets of the houfe, and not to reveal or divulge the fame in any
“ fort *.” ‘

Perhaps the King had hopes, by means of thefe extraordinary honours
and privileges, to detach Sir Zhomas from the Prefbyterians, and procure
the affitance of that able counfellor in his favourite defign of uniting
the thfee kingdoms under one form of public worfhip ; but if Charles en-
tertained thefe expetations, they were by no means gratified. For al.
though Sir Zhomas difcharged the duties of his high office with attention
and propriety, his gratitude, his principles, and his inclination, were too
powerfully engaged to his firft friends and benefactors, not to embrace

' all

3

* A&s of Sederunt:
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all opportunities of affording them every affitance in his power ; and it
was with pleafure that he beheld that party increafing every 'Hay in
numbers and in confequence, It would draw out this account to too
great a length, to enumerate the various fteps taken by them in pur-
fuance of his advice; fuch as rejecting the Service Book in 1637, fub.
fcribing a Solemn League -and Covenant in 1638; andin 1643, when
the King would not permit the Parliament to meet, Sir Thomar advifed
the ealling of a Convention ‘of Eftates. This counfel was followed, and
the Convention accordingly mét at Edinburgh 22d Fune that year *.

‘His' Mijétty now finding that the Prefbyterians had become fo power-
ful ‘as fo render all oppofition to that party unavailing, refolved to try
what effects conciliatory meafures would produce, and ‘therefore nomi-
nated the Advocate, as a perfon known to be every way 'acceptablé to
them, to reprefent him, as Lord High Commiffioner, in the ‘General
Affembly which met at Edinburgh 2d Aug. 1643. This appointment
of Sir Thomas to an office of fo much importance, (an honour 'never af-
terwards conferred upon a commoner,) at that critical period, fo greatly
difgufted the noblemen of the King’s party, that very few either offthem
or their friends chofe to attend the Affembly, and the field was thereford
left in a manner free to the Covenanters, who carried all before them.,
It was refolved by this meeting, in concert with Englifh 'Cpmmiﬁioners,
that another Solemn League and Covenant fhould be fworn and fubfcri-
bed throughout both England and Scotland ; and after nominating fome .
of their number to repair to London to join with the Divines affembled at
Weftminfler for promoting that work, the Affembly rofe in triumph upon
the 1gth of Auguf? 1. '

In 16435, Sir Thomas Hope was appointed one of the Commiffioners for
managing the Exchequer, but did not long enjoy that office, dying the
‘next year, 1646. He héd' the fingular happinefs of feeing, before his

°S ’ death,

* Gutbrie’s Memoirs, 1 éo.
+ Gutbrie, 134. A&s of Aflembly. - -
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death, two of his fons feated on the bench, while he was Lord Advo-
cate ; and it being judged by the Court of Seflion unbecoming that a
father fhould " plead uncovered before his children; the privilege of
wearing his hat while pleading was granted to him. This privilege his
fucceflors in the office of King’s Advocate have ever fince enjoyed,
though it is now in danger of being loft thropgh defuetude.

The learned Sir George Mackengie of Rofebaugh in his “ Charatleres
“ Advocatorum,” thus difcriminates Sir Thomas Hope’s profeflional excel-
lencies: “ Succefferunt Hopius, Nicholfonus, e¢ Stuartus, guem triamyvi-
“ ratum ipfe non aliter vidi, guam folem occidentem aurasis Juds radiis be-
“ mifpberum purpurantem folemus intueri. Hopius mira inventione pollebat,
“ totque illi fundebat argumenta ut amplificatiane tempus deeflet ; non ora-
“ bat, fed arguebat, modo uniformi, fed fibi proprio. Nam cum argumen-
“ tum vel exceptionem protuliffet, rationem addebat ;s et ybi. dubia videba-
“ tur, rationis rgtionem. Iia rbetorica non: ille defuit, fed iwutilis appa-
“ rust, .Dié;_z'ﬁﬁ dixifles Hopium et Nicholfonum pravinsias ; bic enim
“ eloquentiam nofiram, ille jurifprudentiam limavit.”
~ & be following engaging picture of Sir Thomas was drawn by a co-
temporary, Dr Artbur Fobnfton, Phyfician to King Charles 1.

Maxime Phabigenum! magnilaus prz’r.néz jbndtu.r 4
Lima fori! titulis major, Hopze ! tribus,
Regia dum curas, famulum quogue protege R{{i.{,

Credita cui Domini vita falufque tui ¢ff. . .
Lyncea mens, lingua ¢ft tibi neClare dulcior omni 5
Labe carens jmftu.r, candidiufque nive. A
In vultu Charites, Spes eft in pomine, dotes .
Ruas alii parfas, tu fimul unus babes.
'Exfere virtutes, menfuram nominis implens, .
Et te, Jonftono quantus es, effe préba .
That

# Poctarum Scotorum Mufe Sacre, 1xii.
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That thefe compliments were by no means hyperbolical, is evident’

from the works compofed by Sir Tbomas, viz. 1. Carmen feculare in
Sfereniffimum Carolum I. Britanniarum Monarcham, Edin. 1626.—2. Pfal
mi Davidis et Canticum Salomonis Latino carmine redditum, MS.—
3. Major Pradticks.—4. Minor Practicks.—s5. Paratitillo ex univerfo Juris
Corpore ;—and, 6. A Genealogie of the Earls of Marr, MS. a produc-
tion manifefting the high eftimation in which this great man held the
hiftories of noble families. :
Confidering the height to which parties were carried, during the reign
of Cbharles, a circumftance that could not fail exceedingly to exafperate
the tempers of men, it would have been furprizing indeed, if Sir Thomar,
placed for fo long a period in a confpicuous public ftation, had been a-
ble to efcape the fhafts of calumny. The Royalifts did not ceafe to héld
him forth as a monfter of ingratitude, merely becaufe he thougbt him.
felf bound in honour to affift the Prefbyterians, whenever he was called
on, with his beft advice. Thofe by whom this charge was made, did
not allow themfelves to confider, that it would have been a piece of the
blackeft - treachery and ingmtimde in him to have abandoned a party
to whom he was firmly attached, who had been the firft founders of his
fortune and fame ; and whofe unremitted and liberal fupport completely
eftablithed both, as well as occafioned his rife to the high ftation that ex-
cited fo much envy and malice againft him. Perhaps it may be objected,
that under thefe circumftances, he ought not to have accepted the place
of King’s Advocate ; but it may be mentioned, that this officer has pro-
perly no concern in political affairs, his bufinefs being to attend to the
King’s intereft in the Courts of Fufftice; and it could never be alledged
that Sir Thomas negleted this effential part of his duty.
He married Elizabeth, daughter of Yobn Bennet, of Wallyford in Eaft-

Lotbian, and by her had ifftie :

1. Elizabeth, born 29th Fune 1603, died unmarried,

2. Sir Jobn Hope of Craigball,

3. Sir Thomas Hope of Kerfe.

4 ,'Villiam,
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Willtam, born 10th 4p. 1608, died young.

Henry, born 26th Dec. 16¢9, died in infancy.

Sir Alexander Hqpe of Grantoun.

Sir Fames Hope of Hopetoun.

Dawid, born 3d Q¢ 1615. .

Patrick, born 28th Fam. 1617 ‘[hefe three died young.

10. Margaret, born 28th Dec, 1618.

11. Mary, born 13th Fune 1620, married in 1638 to Sir Charles Er-
fkine of Cambufkenneth and Alva, and had iffue.

12. Elizabesb, born 10th Fuly 1623, died unmarried.

13. Anne, born igth 4p. 1625, married in 1645 ta Henr_y Lord Car.
drofs, and had iflue. '

r4. Charles, born 4th Fune 1627, died young *

RO Y

Sir Jobn Hope of Craighall, the eldeft fon, following the’ profeflion of
the law, was admitted a Lord of Seffion 27th Fuly 1632, (in the room.
of Sit Fames Oliphant of Newton, expelled for fhooting his gardener,) ap-
pointed in 1645, one of the Privy Council, and died gbout 1655. He:
had two fons, Sir Thomas and Siv Arebibald; the eldeft, Sir Thomas, born -
11th Feb. 1633, had a fon and fucceflor Sir Fhomas Hope, fourth baronet
of Craighall, wha married Anne, daughter, and at laft fole heirefs, of Sir
William Bruce of Kinrofs, Baronet, by whom he had three fons, Sir Wik
liam Hope, who predecealed his mother, Sir 7, bomas Bryce-Hgpe of Kin-
rofs, who died .wit‘hoﬁt iffue, and Lieutenant General Sir Fobn Bruce-
Hope of Kinrofs, who died without furviving male iffue in 1766. Sir
Archibald Hope of Rankeilloyr, fecond fon of Sir Fobn of Craighall, born
gth Sep. 1639, was bred to the law, and at the Revolution, 1t Now,
1689, appointed a Lord of Seffion. He died in 1706, w®ta. 67. his fon
Sir Thomars entered Advocate in 1701, fucceeded his coufin Sir 7ébrx
Bruce-Hope in the title of Baronet 1766 dxed in. x;;rw, and wasg:and-

SR : - father

* Regifters of Edinburgh.
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f;ther of the prefent Sir Archibald Hope of Pinkie, Baronet, undoubted
chief of the name *. :

. Sit Thomas Hope of Kerfe in Stirlking fhire, the {econd fon, born s5th
Aug. 1606, applied to the fame profeflion in which his father and elder
brother had figured fo confpicuoufly, and was called to the bar. In 1640
he had the honour of being chofen Colonel of the troop of horfe raifed:
by the College of Juftice, to attend General ELeflie as his life-guard,
when he marched into England at the head of the Scottith army. On
the 13th Now. 1641, Sir Thomas was admitted a Lord of Seffion and
Lotd Juftice General, and on the 16th of the {fame month, was nomi-
nated one of, the Commiffioners to treat with the Parliament of England,
about the moft effectual method of fupprefing the Irifh rebellion. He .
compofed two treatifes ; 1. “ Law Repertorie,” and 2. “ Commentarius
“ in Libros Digcflorum, nempe xviii. ad xxiv. et in alios nonnullos Furis Ci-
« gilis Libros "—the firft in one, and the latter in two, folio MS. vo-
lumes. Dying in 1043, =ta. 37, in the lifetime of his father, he was
fucceeded by his fon Sitr Alexander Hope of Kerfe, born r2th Dec. 1637,
and created a Baronet 3oth May 1672. His fon and {ucceflor, Sir Alex-
ander Hope of Kerfe, born 13th Aug. 1663, married 24th Ap. 1690 to the
Honourable Mifs Nicholas Hamslton, daughter of William fecond Lord
Bargeny, and was father of Sir Alexander Hope of Kerfe, born 3d Fam
1697. He married Lad:y Anne Carnegie, daughter of David, fourth Earl of
Northejk, and by her, who died 4th F¢b. 1733, had a fon and fucceflor,,
Sir Alexander Hope, the prefent Baronet, who fold his noble paternal in~
heritance to the late Sir Laurence Dundas t.

Sir Alexander Hope, third furviving fon of Sir Thomas, born 12th
March 1613, was in his youth one of the Cup-bearers to King Charles 1.
He married Mils .4nna Bill, an Englifh lady of fortune, and purchafed,.
in 1656, the eftate of Grantoun in Midlothian, where he fixed his refi-

’ dence.. -

* Regifters of Edinburgh, Douglas’s Baronage, 58,—61.
+ Parith Regifters. Douglas’s Peerage, 69, 522.
)
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dence. Dying there without iffue, 15th Feb. 1680, 2ta. 69, he had fe-
pulture at Cramond *.

Sir Yames Hope of Hopetoun, fourth and youngeft furviving fon of the
firlt Sir Thomas, born on 12th July 1614, having betaken himfelf to
the ftudy of the law, was at a proper age called to the bar,” where he
practifed feveral years with no {mall reputation. ~ He did not, however,
confine himfelf entirely to legal purfuits; for having in 1638 acquired
by marriage the property of the valuable mines of Leadbills, he applied
to the attainment of {kill in mineralogy ; and his endeavours were attend-
ed with fo great fuccefs, that he brought the art of mining to a degree of
perfetion unknown before that time in Scotland. This not only highly
advanced his private fortune, but alfo procured him, in 1641, the lucra-
tive appointment of Governor of the Mint, to which was afterwards an-
nexed, by ac of Parliament, a power to hold courts in the Mint Office.
On the 1ft of june 1649 he was nominated one of the Senators of the
College of Juftice, by the title of Lord Hopetoun, and the fame year the
Parliament of Scotland appointed him one of the Committee of Eftates,
a Commiffioner of Public Accounts, and one of the Revifers of the Laws.
In 1654, he was conflituted a Commiffioner for the fale of the forefeited
eftates in this kingdom ; and departing this life towards the end of the
year 1661, =ta. 48, was buried in Cramond church, where is a marble
buft of him, with this infcription.

SPERANDO SUPERAVI,

m———

VERA EFFIGIES DNI. JAC. HOPPAI
HOPTONIE MILITIS CELEBERRIMI,
ZTAT. SUE 47.

A. D. MDCLXI

HERE LYES THE BODY OF
SIR JAMES HOPE OF HOPETOUN,
WHO DECEASED ANNoO 1661 t.
) Sir
* Seffion Records.
t+ Ex tumulo. Dougl. Peer, 350. Crawf. Peer. 219. Refcinded A&s.
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Sir Fames Hope married firft, 14th Fan. 1638, Anne, only daughter
and heirefs of Yobn Foulis,of Leadbills in the county of Lanark, and had
iffue by her, who died in 1656.

Zhomas, born 23th Nov. 1640. 3
Elizabeth, born 7th Sept. 1642.

Sarab, born 4th Fan. 1644. | Al died in their infancy.
. Robert, born 13th Feb. 1645. )

Thomas, born 5th Feh. 1647. ‘
James, born 22d Ap. 1649. ]
Fobn Hope of Hopetoun, his heir.
. nne, born 2gth Feb. 1652, died young.
Rackel, born 15th March 1653, married to David Bethune, of

Balfour in Fife.

10. George, born 23d Nov. 1654.

11. Alexander, barn 6th Apr. 1656.

Sir 7ames married fecondly, in 1657, Lady Mary Keith, eldeft daugh- -
ter and one of the co-heirefles of /¥illiam feventh Earl Marifball, and by
her, who after his death became the wife of Sir Archibald Murray of
Blackbarony, Bart. had three children,

12. William, born 1ft Aug. 1658, died an infant..

13. Sir William Hope of Balcomie,

14. Mary, a pofthumous child, born 7th Zan. 1661, d;ed‘ young®.

Sir William Hope, Knight and Bart. only {urviving fon of the fecond
marriage, born 15th 4p. 1660, ferved in his younger days in the army,
travelled much abroad, and became one of the moft accomplifhed cava-
liers of the age, being renowned for {kill in fencing and in horfemanthip,
and for uncommon gracefulnefs and agility in dancing. He publithed
1ft, « The complete Fencing-Mafter, in-which is fully defcribed the
* whole guards, parades, and leffons belonging to the fmall fword, as al-
¢ fo the beft rules for playing againft cither artifts or others with blunts
® (13 o

I I~ Y A )

g Both died in infancy.

* Dougl. Peer. 456. Baronage, 72. Parifh Regifters.-
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¢ or fharps; together with diretions how to behave in a fingle combat
“ upon horfeback ; illuftrated with figures engraven on copperplates,
* reprefenting the moft neceflary poﬁu;es,” 12mo, Edinburgh 1\686.
2. “ The Parfait Marefchal, or Compleat Farrier,” tranflated from the .
“ French of the Sieur de Solleyfel,’ Edinburgh, 1696. fol. He, in 1683,
purchafed the eftate of Grantoun, in the parifh of Cramond ; but difpofing
thereof in 1588, was thereafter defigned of Kirkliffoun ; and under this
defignation had the honour of being -creatéd a Baronet 1ft March 1698.
He was many years Deputy Governor of Edindurgh caftle ; bought the
lands of Balcomie in Fife for L. 7500, in 1705 ; and departing this life
at Edinburgh 1t Feb. 1724, ®ta. 64, was buried in the Canongate
church ; his death being occafioned by a fever, brought on by gverheat-
ing himfelf with dancing that well known minuet, the Louvre, at an af-
fembly. By Elizabeth Clert his wife, he had one daughter, Elizabeth,
born 7th Nov. 1682, and buried at Cramond 25th Fan. 1686 ; alfo one
fon, Sir George Hope of Balcomie, a Ca‘ptain of the Earl of Orkney’s foor,
who married 29th Nov. 1724, Anne, daughter of Sir Jobn Mackenzie, of
Coul, Bart. and died in Ireland 20th Nov. 1729. Sir William Hope, the
laft Baronet of this branch, only fon and fucceflor of Sir George, was, in
1749, appointed a Lieutenant of the Royal Navy; but afterwards pre-
ferring the land fervice, procured in 1752, a Lieutenancy of the 3ift
regiment of infantry, and a Company in the Eaft India troops. He
was killed in Bengal not long afterwards, and leaving no iffue by his
wife, 2 Dutch lady, remarried to —— Lambert Efq. the title became ex-
tinct *.

Fobn Hope of Hopetoun, only furviving fon of the firft marriage of Sir
James Hope, born 16th Fune 1650, inherited his mother’s great and va-
luable property, andelaid the foundation of the vaft intereft his family
now enjoys in Weft Lothian, by purchafing, in 1678, the Barony of A4-
bercorn from Sir Walter Seton. By.this purchafe he became heritable

Sheriff

* Parith Regifters, Birth Brieves, &e.
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Sheriff of the county of Linlithgow, and his infllence therein was ftill
farther increafed by the acquifition of the extenfive properties of Nid-
dery and Wincbburgh, from the Earl of Wintoun. He thereupon fixed
his refidence at the noble old caftle of Niddery; but being high in fa-
vour with Charles I1. and his, brother the Duke of 2ork, did not fail to
make frequent journies to Court, and returning from one of thefe expe-
ditions, embarked on board the Gloucefter Frigate, along with the Duke
and feveral perfons of quality. This veflel bad the misfortune to be
wrecked on a fand bank near Xarmouth, on the sth of May 1682, by
which accident Mr Hope perifhed, in the 32d year of his age ; leaving, by
.his wife Lady Margaret Hamilton, daughter of Jobn fourth Earl of Had-
dington, a lady eminent in all the virtues of her fex, who was buried at Zyn-
inghame 31t Dec. 1711, one fon, Charles Hope of Hopetoun, and a daughter,
Eleanor, who married Thomas, fixth Earl of Haddington, and died at E-
dinburgh, in a very advanced age, 19th April 1768, Itis not a lit-
tle remarkable, that Mr Hope was the only one of the reprefentatives of
the four fons of Sir Thomas of Craighall, who had not the honour of being
dignified with any title; but this is to be attributed entirely to his pre-
mature death. Of the circumftances attending this ‘unfortunate ac-
cident, the reader will find a particular detail in the {fubjoined note *.

T . Charles

* Extra& of a letter, from Sir Yames Dick of Preflonfield, to Mr Patrick Elies
Merchant in London, dated at Edinburgh gth May 1682.
¢ Upon Sunday laft at eight o’ clock at night, his Royal Highnefs and his retinue
¢ that were alive, arrived fafe here, there being a moft fad difafter upon the Saturday
¢ before. At feven o’ clock in the morning, the man of war called the Gloucefter,
¢ Sir Jobn Berry Captain, where his Highnefs was, and a great retinue of ngble-
“ men and gentlemen, whereof I was one; ‘the faid thip did ftrike in pieces, and
¢ did wholly fink, upon the bank of fand called the Lemon and Oar, about fome
¢« twelve leagues from Yarmouth. This was occafioned by the wrong calculation
“ and ignorance of a pilot, which, put us all in fuch confternation, that we knew not
¢ what to do, the Duke, and the whole that were with him, being all in bed when
« fhe firft ftruck; the helm of the faid fhip having broke, and the man being killed
¢ by the force thereof, at the faid firft ftroke, When the Duke had got his clothes
J . . é on

a
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Charies Hope of Hopetoun, only fon and heir, born in the year 1681,
was confequently an infant at the time of his father’s melancholy death,
but by the care of his excellent mother, rofe fuperior to the difadvan-
tages of being early left without paternal controul. By the actumulati-

ons

¢ on,'he enquired how things ftood, fhe being funk nine feet water in her hold, and
# .the fea faft coming in at the gun ports; and all the feamen and paffengers were not
< at command, every man ftudying his own fafety, forced the Duke to go out at the
large window of the cabm, where his little boat was ordered quietly to attend him,
left the paflengers and feamen fhould have thronged fo in upon him, as to drown
the boat ; which was accordingly fo conveyed, as that none but Earl Winton, and
the Prefident of the Seffion *, with two of his bed-chamber men + went with him,
but were forced to draw their fwords to hold people off. We foeing his Highnefs
gone, did caufe tackle out with great difficulty the fhips boat, wherein the Earl of
Perth gotin ; and then I went by jumping off the fhrouds into the boat; the Earl
Middleton immediately after me did jump into the fame upon my fhoulders ; with.
4¢ g] there came the Laird of Touch, with feveral others, befides the feamen that were
“ go row, which we thought a fufficient number for her loading, confidering there
was going fuch a great fea, occafioned by the wind N. E. and that we faw that at
the Duke’s boat there was another overwhelmed by reafon of the greatnefs of the
fea, which drowned the whole in her except two men whom we faw riding on her
% keel, which they fay were faved. This made us defire to be gone ; but, before we
“ were aware, there leapt from the fbrouds about 20 or 24 feamen in upon us, which
made all the fpetators and us to think we were finking; but, not being able to
“ come at, being fo thronged, and all having given us over for loft, did hinder x00
 more to leap in upon us. Among them that were left, were my Lord Roxburgh
¢ and Laird Hopetoun, and Mr Littledale, Roxburgh’s fervant, and Dr Leving ffon, the
¢¢ Prefident of the Seffion’s man ; all being at the place where I jumped would not
follow, fince it feems they concluded more fafety to flay in the veffel, than to ex-
- pofe themfelves to any other hazard, all which perfons in an inftant were wathed off
¢ and all drowned. There perifhed in this difafter above 200 perfons; for I rec-
« Koned there were above 2 50 feamen, and I am fure there were 8o noblemen and
gentlemen, their fervants being excluded; my computation was we were about
330.-in all, of which I cannot underftand 130 to be faved.

¢ Our difficulties and hazards that were in that boat were wonderful to be all fav-
ed, for if they had not thought us all dead men, I am fure there would have many

¢ more
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® Sir George Gordon of Haddo, afterwards Earl of Aberdeen.
+ One of thefe was Fobn Churchill, afterwards Duke of Marlborough,



MOPE EARL OF HOPETOUN.: 147

ons of his income during the courfe of a long minority, he found himfelf,
on coming of age, in poffeffion of one of the largeft fortunes in the king-
dom, with which he made feveral advantageous purchafes in different
counties ; and he was elected member of Parlisment for the county of
Linlithgow in 1702. The enfuing year, the Queen was pleafed, after
appointing him a Pmry Counfellar, to raife him to the dignity of the
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more jumped into the boat above us, for we were fo throng we had no room to
ftand; fo when we were forcing ourfelves off the thip, fhe being finking by de-
grees, all the time was like to fink 'our boat down, and befides, the waves were fo
baifterous that we were like to be firuck in pieces upon the wreck fo finking;
this was not but with great difficulty we forced out the boat from the fhip; and
when we came to row to the neareft yacht, the waves were fuch and we overload-
ed, that we every moment thought to have been drowned; and being about mid-
way to the yachts, there were a great many {wimming for their lives, who catched
all a dead gripe of our boat, halding up their heads above water crying help; .
which hindrance we kept off, and their hands loofed, telling them they would both
lofe themfelves and us. This would not do to make them loofe their grips; but,
they were forced by feveral in our boat, except one that took hold of me, which I
caufed catch into the boat, left I fhould have been pulled down: and, when it
pleafed God to bring us wonderfully to one of the yachts fides, being much lefs as
one quarter mile diftant, they not daring to come nearer by reafon of the bank of
fand upon which we were loft. And if it had nat been that there were guns fhot
from our fhip, fhewing them our diftrefs by that fign, the other men of war that

.were immediately following, would bave come into that fame difafter; but they

immediately did bear off, and the four yachts came up as near as they durft, and
fent off their boats to help ; but all that could be done could not prevent this great
lofs of 200 men, as I have faid.

“ 1 was in my gown and flippers lying in bed when fhe firft firuck, and efcaped as
I have faid in that condition. When unexpe&edly and wonderfully we came to the
yachts fide called Captain Saunders; we were like to be crufhed in pieces by the
yacht, which by reafon of the great feas was like to run us down, till at length
a rope was caft which was fo managed that we came to the lee fide, and there eve-
ry man clam for his life, and fo did I taking hold of a rope, and fo made fhift upen
the fides till I came within mens reach, when at laft I was hauled in. When I

¢ looked back, I could not fee one bit of the whale great fhip above water, but a-

bout a Scots ell of the ftaff, upon which the Royal ftandard fleod, for with her
“ ftriking
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Peerage, by the titles of Earl of Hopetoun, Vifcount Aithrie *, and
Lord Hope, with remainder to the heirs male of his body, whom failing,
to the heirs female, by patent bearing date 15th April 1703. In 1713,
his’Lordfhip was conftituted Lord Licutenant of the county of Linlith-
gow, reprefented King George I. as BPord High Commiffioner to the Ge-
neral Aflembly of the Church of Scotland in 1723, and was nominated
one of the Knights of the Thiftle in 1738. At the general eleion
1oth May 1722, the Scottith Peerage eleted his Lordfhip one of their
fixteen reprefentatives to Parliament, and he was conftantly re-chofen at
every general eleCtion till his death, which happened at Hopetoun Houfe,
on the 26th of Feb. 1742, in the 61ft year of his age. His Lordfhip;
diftinguifhed for uncommon beauty of perfon, and elegance of manners,
was very facetious and entertaining in converfation, had a ftrong attach-
ment to the fports of the field; and delighted much in fine horfes; of
which, as well for carriages and the road, as for hunting and races, he
had the beft, without comparifon, in the kingdom, and built, for their
reception, the grandeft flables and riding houfes in Scotland. The noble
feat of his family, Hopetoun Houfe, which he caufed to be ereed, under
the direction of Sir William Bruce, remains to this day a ftriking monu-
ment of the uncommon magnificence of his tafte. -
‘ His
« ftriking fhe came off the fand bank which was but three fathom ; and her draught
« was 18 feet, fo there was 18 fathom water on each fide, where fhe ftruck, for fhe
¢ broke in the deepeft place, Now, if fhe had continued on the three fathom ; and
¢ broke in pieces there, all would have had time to fave themfelves; but fuch was.
¢ the misfortune, that fhe wholly overwhelmed and waihed all into the fea that were_
« upon her decks, cxpelting relief by boats which certainly would have been, if the
« had but ftaid half an hour more. So that to conclude this melancholy account,
¢ a1l the above perfons, our countrymen that were of refpe® I have told. There
« are of ' Englifhmen of refpe®t dead, my Lord Obrien, and my Lord Hyde's brothers,
« who was Lieutenant of the thip.” — Dalrymple’s Memoirs, Vol. II.

® ithrie is a confiderable eftate near Stirling, but that property having been
exchanged by the firft Earl of Hopetous with Mr Dundas of Manoyr, for the lands of
Stonebill in Weflothian, this tide is now difufed by the family, the eldeft fon being
always ftiled Lord Hope. ¢
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His Lordfhip, with a degree of prudence f:ldom found at his age
and in his fituation in life, conne@ed himfelf, when only eighteen years
old, with one of the firft families in the kingdom, marrying, 31ft Aug.
1699, Lady Henrictta Fobnfton, only daughter of William firft Marquis
of Annandale, (by Sopbia his firft wife, daughter and heirefs of Foiw
Fairbelm of Craigieball in the county of Linlithgow ;) and by her, who
was born 1 Nov. 1682, and died at Hopetoun Houfe 25th Nov. 1750
®ta. 69. had the following numerous progeny. .

1. Lady Margaret, born 3d March 1700, died oth May 1703.

2. Lady Sophia, born 31t May 1702, married to Yames karl of Fin-

later and Seafield; and died at Londan 25th Apr. 1261.

3. Jobn, fecond Earl of Hopetoun.

4. Lady Henrietta, born 21ft Feb. 1706, married to Francis Lord
Napier, and died 1 7th Feb. 1745, leaving iffue.

" 5. A Son, born and died 22d Yuly 1707.

6. Lady Margaret, born 18th Dec. 1708, married at Hopetoun Houfe
2oth Dec. 1745 to Fobn Dundas of Duddingflone, had iflue one daugh-
ter Henrietsa, who died 24th. Ap. 1749.

7. The Hoa. Charles Hope Weir, of Craigichall. :

8. Lady Helen, born 27th Fuly 3711, married at Hopetoun Houfe 13th
. Fan. 1737 to Fames Watfon of Saugbton, and died 22d Fuly 1769, leav-
ing one furviving fon, Charles Watfon of Saughton.

.9 Lad)" Chriftian, married at Hopetoun Houfe 8th Apr. 1743 to The-
mas Grabam of Balgowan, and has iflue,

10. William, born 3d Fune, and died 24th Nov. 1715.

11. Lady Anne, born 21ft Fuly 1718, died 24th Dec. 1727, ®ta. 10.

12. Lady Charbtte, born 4th March 1720, married at Hopetoun Houfz
1t O&. 1941, to Thomas Lord Erjkine, only fon of jobn Earl of Mar,
and died without iffue at Edinburgh 24th Nov. 1788, mucband jultly
regretted.

13. Lady Racbel, born 10th Julyp1721, died in infancy *.

‘ - "The
* Regifters of Abercorn and Kirklifioun Parithes. Dougl. Peer. 350.
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The Hon. Charles Hope Weir, F. R 8. fecond furviving fon, was
born 8th May 1710, and on the death of bis uncle Fames fecond Mar-
quis of Annandale, in 1730, fucceeded ta the eftate of Craigieball. On
the 13th of ‘Md:y 1743, he was chofen member of Parliament for the
coynty of Linlithgow, by a majority of 11 to 8, in the room of George
Dundas of Dundas, who had vacated his feat by being appoiated Mal-

ster of the Works in Scotland,. and on this occafion ineffeCtually attempt-
ed to be re-ele@ted ; and for this county Mr Hope was conftantly re-
chofen at every general ele@ion till 1769, when he voluntarily declin-
ed the reprefentation. In 1744, he was appointed Governor of Black-
nefs Cattle, afterwards enjoyed the offices of Commiffary General of
Mutters in Scotland, and Ranger of Esterick Foreft, and departing this
life at Craigieball on the 3oth of Dec. 1791, in the 82d year of bis age,
was buried at Dalmeny. . He married: firft, at Edinburgh, 26th Fuly 1733,
Catberine, only daughter and heirefs of Sir William Weir, of Blackwood
in the county of Lanark, Bart. and by her, who was born 1ft Dec.
1716, and died at Edinburgh sth Dec. 1743, had fix children. 1. Charler,
born 31ft Dec. 1734, died young. 2. William Hope Weir of Craigicball
and Blackwood. 3. Henrictta. 4. jJobnm, to be hereafter mentioned. 5.
Racbel, and 6. Charles, both died in infancy.

Mr Hope married fecondly, 20th March 1946, Lady Anne Vane,
daughter of Henry Earl of Darlington, (by Lady Grace Fitzroy, daugh-
ter of Charles Duke of Cleveland, fon of Charles II) and by her bhad two

_fons. 1. Brigadier General Henry Hope, Lieutenant Colonel of the 44th
Regiment of Foot, and Deputy Governor of the Province of Canada,
who ferved with honour in America, where he was wounded, laft war,

. and died, univerfally regretted, at Quecbec 13th April 1789, without

iffue by his wife, Sarab, daughter of — Jones, Prebendary of Ardmagh.

2. Charles Hape Efgq. Captain of the Royal Navy, who married a

daughter of Admiral Sit Herbert Sawyer, and has iffue. Mr Hope having
obtained, in 1757, an aét of Parliament for divorcing him from Lady
‘ Anne
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Anne, and to enable him to marry again, took to his third wife, 2d Apr.
1966, Helen, daughter of George Dunbar of Leuchold, in the county of
Linlithgow, and had iffue by her, 1. George, Captain of the Royal
Navy, 2. Helen-Charlotte, 3. Margaret, and 4. Elizabeth.

Willian Hope Weir of Craigieball and Blackwood, eldeft furviving fon .
and heir of the Hon. Cbarles Hope Weir, completed his education at
the Univerfities of Pifa in ftaly, and of Gottingen in Hanover, and was
in 1756 appointed a Cornet of the firft regiment of dragoon guards,
which he joined next year in Germany, then the feat of war. In (759,
he quitted the army, being conftituted Commiffary General of Muf-
ters in Scotland, on his father’s refignation ; and married sth an.
1775, Sopbia, daughter of Jofepb Corrie of Dumfries, (by Margaret his
wife, daughter of Yobn Pbilp of Greenlaw) by whom he has iffue, 1.
Charlotte. 2. Harriet. 3. Helen, died in Sept. 1786, wta. 8, buried
at Dalmeny. 4. Charles. §. Mary. 6. Fames-Fofeph. 7. Fean. 8.
Fdward-Hamilton. )

obn Hope, third fon of the Hon. Charles Hope Weir, born 7th April
" 1739, was initiated into bufinefs in the great houfe of the Hopes of Am-
Jflerdam, where he continued fome years, and afterwards fettled as a
‘merchant in London. At the general eleGtion in 1769, he was ele@ed
Member of Parliament for the county of Linlithgow, being oppofed by
Fames Dundas of Dundas, who prefented a petition to the Houfle of
Commons, complaining of the return, upon very frivolous grounds.
However, as Mr Hope voted againft the Miniftry in the memorable af-
fair of Wilkes's expulfion, it is no wonder that the petition (contefted e-
le@tions being then determined by the majority of the whole Commons)
went aéainﬁ him, and that he loft his feat for following the dictates of
his confcience. He was author of feveral trats on various fubjeds,
moft of which were colleCted into one volume, intituled “ Thoughts in
« profe and verfe, ftarted in his walks by Jobn Hope” 8vo. Stockton
1780, and he-died at Newcaftle upon Tyne 21t May 1785, ®ta, 47. He

married
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married 2d Fure 1962, Mary, only daughter of Eliab Breton of Norton
"in the County of Northampton, and by her, who died 25th Fune 1767,
®ta. 25 *, had three fons: 1. Charles, who was called to the bar in Dec.
1784, appointed Judge Advocate of Scotland in 1786, and Sheriff of the
_ County of Orkneyand Zetland in i791. He married 8th Aug. 1793, La-
dy Charlotte Hope, fifter of the prefent Earl of Hopetoun.—2. Fobn, Cap-
tain of a company of one of the Scotch regiments in the fervice of the
ftates of Holland; but refufing to take the oaths to ferve againft all
their enemies, not excepting Britain, he was obliged, along with many o-
thers of his countrymen, to quit the Dutch fervice, and is now Captain
of a troop of the 13th regiment of Dragoons.— 3. William, Mafter and
Commander of the Royal Navy, married at Hopetoun-houfe 8th Fuly 1792,
to Lady Anne Hope, eldeft daughter of the prefent Earl ot Hopetoun, and

\bas one daughter, E/izabeth, born 2d May 1793.
‘ Jobn,

* Tablet erefted to her memory, between the monument of Yobn Duke of Argyle
and Greenwich, and Handel the mufician, in Wefiminfler Abbey, with this infcription,
“ To the memory of Mary Hope, who died at Brockball, in the County of Nor-
“ tbampton, on the 2 gth of Fune 1767, aged 25, and whofe remains unnoticed lie in the
* neighbouring church at Norton, this ftone an unavailing tribute of affe@ion is by
¢ her hufband erefted and infcribed. She was the only daughter of E/iab Breton of
 Fortyball, Middlefex, Efq. and was married to Jobn Hope of London merchant, to
 whom fhe left three infant fons, Charles, Yobn, and William.

 Tho’ low in earth, her beauteous form decay’d,
“ My faithful wife, my lov’d Maria’s laid,

- ¢ In fad remembrance the afflited raife,
“ No pompous tomb, infcrib’d with venal praife ;
“ To ftatefmen, warriors, and to kings belong
‘¢ The trophied fculpture, and the poet’s fong,
¢ And thefe the proud, expiring, often claim, .
< Their wealth bequeathing to record their fame ;
“ But humble virtue ftealing to the duft
¢ Heeds not or lays or monumental buft.
“ To name her virtues ill befits my grief,
¢ 'What was my blifs can now give no. relief,
“ A bufband mourns; the reft let friendfhip tell ;
“ Fame! fpread her worth ; a hufband knew it well.”
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Jobn, fecond Earl of Hopetoun, was born at Hopetoun Houfe on the
17th of Sepz. 1704, and received an education f{uitable to his high quality,
both at home and in foreign parts. After his return from abroad, when
his charaer had aflumed a decifive form, it was, with no fmall fatis-
faction, obferved that he had been profufely endowed with the moft no-
ble qualities of the head and heart ; uniting to good fenfe and unerring
judgement, a begevolence of difpofition, and a degree of probity and
integrity never exceeded, and but rarely to be equalled. Thefe efti-
mable virtues, called into energy by his very ample fortune, rendered
his Lordfhip, during the courfe of a long life, one of the moft conftant
friends and benefactors this kingdom has ever been blefled with. In-
ferior to none in abilities and knowledge, he was qualified to execute
with honour the firft offices of the ftate; but he conftantly refifted eve-
ry folicitation to accept of a fhare in adminiftration, judging that he
would be enabled to do more real fervice to the nation, by attending to
the management and improvement of his extenfive pofleflions, wherein
his liberal mind and difcerning judgement could a& uncontrouled. On
the fame principle, he declined the honour of reprefenting the Scottifh
Peerage, tendered to him on the death of his father ; and if he accepted
the finecure office of Lord of Police, it was folely with the view of appro-
priating the whole of the income arifing from that ufelefs and now abo.
lithed place, to the fupport of charitable inftitutions.

“With a mind fo conftituted, it was impoffible that his Lordfhip could
be indifferent in matters of religion. Deeply convinced of the great
truths of Chriftianity, his piety was fincere and exemplary, leading him
to attend regularly on public ordinances; and his firft employment e-
very morning was to read a portion of fcripture, and recommend him-
felf to the protection of the Supreme Being. He was thereby enabled to
bear afflittions with uncommon fortitude and magnanimity, and he had
to fuftain many very fevere trials of refignation. The firft he experien:
ced was the death of his fon-in-law Lord Drumlanrig, by a moft mourn-
ful accident, foon after his nuptials with his daughter Lady Ei-

‘ U . zabeth,

.
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zaketb, who, in a fhort while, followed her hufband to the grave. He
afterwards fuffered the repeated (hocks of lofing two of his conforts, the
beft of women and patterns of every conjugal duty ; three of his fons, all
fine and promifing young men ; and laftly, his daughter Lady Anne, the
_delight and comfort of his old age. o

He fuperintended, with a careful eye, -the education of his fons ; and
it being his principal aim to pr‘eferve their morals untajnted, they were
brought up chiefly at home, under his immediate infpe&ion. His Lord-
thip frequently obferved, that he well knew the difadvantages attendant
on a private courfe of education; but that no public feminary exifted,
in which the principles of a young man would not run the greateft dan-
ger of being corrupted ; and that it was infinitely preferable that his
fons, by being brought up at home, thould make their appearance in the
world with lefs learning and experience than they otherwife might pof-
fefs, as this defe could eafily be remedied by after obfervation ; while,
on the other hand, depravity of morals was not to be re@ified without
the utmott difficulty.

The mott firiking feature in the condu& of this great man, was the
admirable order eftablifhed in his domeftic affairs, his houfehold be-
ing fo well regulated, that although hardly any nobleman in Bri-
tain lived in greater ftate, or kept a more numerous retinue, no-
thing could ever be wafted or mifapplied. His attention to the diftref:

" fed alfo formed a very confpicuous part of his character; the Royal
Infirmary of Edinburgh was particularly indebted to his Lordfhip’s boun-
ty, and his principal aim was directed to the relief of induftrious perfons la-
bouring under difficulties ; while at the fame time none could be a more
determined enemy to thofe whole misfortunes were the refult of repeat-
ed imprudencies, or a conftant courfe of idlenefs. The fums expended
by his Lordfhip in alleviating the neceffities of the induftrious poor of
the parithes wherein he had any particular intereft, amounted to up-
wards of L.1ooco anmually; but it was not to them alone his favours
were confined, many ditreficd perfons, reduced by unavoidable misfor-

. tunes
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tunes, experiencing his bounty to a great extent ; and in generofity and
attention to the comfort of his dependants he was unequalled. In the
latter years of his life, a fecond courfe never appeared at his table, for
having obferved that it had become a frequent pra&ice in gentlemen of
rather {mall fortunes to have two courfes, in hopes that his example
would have the effe® of putting a ftop to a cuftom at once ridiculous
and ruinous in them, his Lordthip abftained from that luxury; and cal-
culating how much was faved by the retrenchment, added the amount
to his other bounties to the diftrefled. )

The very ample fortune inherited from his father was, by his Lord-
fhip’s prudent management, improved and increafed to an extent al-
moft unequalled in the kingdom. He made many and great purchafes
of land in different parts, particularly in the counties of Linlithgow,
Haddington, and Fife, by which he became one of the firft landed pro-
prietors in Scotland, entailed a fuitable property on the title of Hope-.
toun, and left adequate fortunes to the younger branches of his family.
Such was his difcernment, that when the late Duke of Queenerry, a
nobleman to whofe opinion he ever paid the utmoft deference, propofed
to him to become one of the fubfcribers to the A4yr Bank, as a fcheme
extremely advantageous both to the kingdom at large and the parties
concerned, his Lordfhip, after two days confideration, forefeeing . the
confequences of a milcarriage, declined to take any concern in that af-
fair, whofe ruinous fequel is too well known and deeply felt, to be here
enlarged on. - : :

Senfible of the ineftimable bleffings derived to this country from the
Revalution, his Lordfhip could not but feel the ftrongeft attachment to
the Houfe of Hanover, which was confpicuoufly manifefted in 1746
when the Duke of Cumberland came down to this coun#sy to quell the
rebellion. On this occafion his Lordfhip fent his carriages and horfes to
attend his Royal Highnefs during his continuance in Scotland, and was
careful to afford that prince every other afliltance in his power. An.

dit
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dit was at its loweft ebb, and the French threatened an invafion of
Britain, on which occafion Government having fet on foot . a lottery on
terms fo difadvantageous to the fubfcribers, that it might with more
propriety have been ftiled a free gift, his Lord(hip fet his name down
for 00 tickets, and gave them all away in prefents. ‘

In 1754, after much importunity, his Lord(hip was prevailed upon to
reprefent his Majefty, as Lord High Commiffioner to the General Affembly
of the Church of Scotland which affembled at Edinburgh May 22d that
year; and he {pared no coft to fupport the dignity of the King’s reprefen-
tative. In the number and fplendid appearance of his retinue, and in gran-
deur of entertainments, his Lordfhip far exceeded all his predeceffors; nor
has any fucceeding Commiffioner made anequal figure. The general elec-
tion of the reprefentatives of the Scottifh Peerage having been held at
Edinburgh the day before the Affembly fat down, his Lordfhip was at-
tended by 2 more numerous and brillant company of noblemen than
ever appeared on a fimilar occafion ; 'and his difburfements were eftima-
ted at more than three times the fum allowed by Government to the
Commiffioner. ' _

His Lordfhip generally paffed four months in each year at Moffat and
Ormiftoun, and in excurfions to the baths of Buxton; durin'g the other
eighf months be was accuftomed to refide conftantly at Hopetoun Houfe,
the eaft front of which he caufed to be altered, under the dire&ion of
the elder Adam, to its prefent form, exhibiting at once the happieft
union of beauty with majefty and fimplicity, and the moft harmonious
proportion of parts, aided by every adva'ntage of fituation. At that mag-
nificent feat, this truly refpe&ab‘le nobleman calmly yielded to fate, af-
ter having been afflicted for fome weeks with a dropfical complaint, on
the 12th of Feb. 1781, in the 77th year of his age, and was buried at
Abercorn.

His Lordfhip was thrice married. By his firft wife Lady Anne Ogilvie,

daughter of Fames Earl of Finlater and Seaficld, whom he efpoufed at
" Cullen
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Cullen 14th Sept. 1733, and who died at Hopetoun Houfe 8th Feb. 1739,
he had nine children.

1. Lady Elizabeth, born 1t March f7 36, married at Hipetoun Houfe
13th Fuly 1754 to Henry Earlof Drﬁmlanrig, eldeft fon of Charles Duke
of Queenfberry and Dover, and dying without iffue at Hopetoun Houfe
7th Apr. 1756, was buried on the 13th at Durrifdeer, at the fide of
her hufband, who died 19th O&. 1754.

2.. Henrietta, born 211t Aug. and died 1ft O&. 1738.

" 3. Charles, Lord Hopé, born' 9th Fuly 1740, a_young- nobleman oE
whom no fmall expeftations were entertained. After completing his’
education'at home, he vifited the principal kingdoms on the c;)n-tinent,
but unfortunately falling into a bad ftate of health, a veflel was provid-
ed, in order that he might try the effe@s of the fea air, and in it his
Lordfhip made a voyage up the Mediteranean, and afterwards failed to
the Weft Indies and to dmerica. On his return from this laft expedition:

_he died at Portfinouth 6th Fune l766., ®ta. 26, and was buried at Lber-

corn.

4. James, third and prefent Earl of Hopetoun.

5. Fobn, born 1Rt Fune 1743, died at Hopetoun Houfe 3oth Sepe.
1759, ®ta. 17

6. Lady Henricetta, born 15th Apr. 1746, a lady of a moft charitable
difpofition, and diftinguithed for an uncommon degree of piety, who died
unmarried at Briffol Hot Wells 1ft Fan. 1786 =ta. 4o.

7. William, born 21ft Jan. 1749, died 28th May'1750.

8. Henry, born 25th Feb. 1755, for whofe education an excelleng
plan laid down by the late Earl of Kinnoul, and his brother the Arch-
bifhop of York, was followed for fome years. Onr his travels abroad, in
which he was attended by Dr Gillies, his Majefty’s AHi(toriographer, he
died at Lyons in France, 27th Aug. 1776, =ta. 2. ’

9. Lady Sophia, married at Hopetoun Houfe 29th Apr. 1449 to The-
mas Lord Binning, only fon of Themas {eventh Earl of Haddmgtax, and

has iffue. .
Fohr:
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Fobn Earl of Hopetoun married fecondly at Balgowan 3oth Od. 1762,
Fean, daughter of Robert Oliphant, of Rq[ﬁie in the county of Pertd, by
whom he had three children,

10. Lady Anne, born 7th Oct. 31763, died at Hopetoun Houfe 21ft
Fan. 1780, ®ta. 17. '

11. The Hon. John Hope of Craighall and Rankeillowr in Fife, who
after ferving fome years as a fubaltern in the 1oth Dragoons, and 27th
Foot was in 1789, appointed to the command of a troop of the 17th Dra-
goons, promoted to the Majority of the 2d battalion of the Royals in
" 1792 ; and in 1793, conftituted Licutenant Colonel of the 25th Foot, a
regiment in which he had begun his military career, as a volunteer in the
grenadier company, in 1779. Oun the 15th of Fuly 1790 he was, by a
confiderable majority, ele¢ted Member of Parliament for the county of
Linlithgow.

12. Lady Fean, married at Loadon 2d Ap. 1793 to the Right Hon.
Henry Dundas of Melville, one of his Ma jeﬁy’s Principal Secretaries of
State, &c. &c. &c. ‘

Fean, Countefs of Hopetoun dying at Glafgow 16th March 1767, her
hufband, on the roth of Fune following, took to his third wife, Lady E-
lizabeth Leflie, daughter of Alexander fifth Earl of Leven; and by her,
who furviving him died at Edirburgh 10th Ap. 1788, and was buried on
the 16th at Abercorn, had iffue. : '

13. The Hon. Charles Hope of Waughton in Eafi- Lothian, Majof of the
37th-regiment of infantry now ferving in Bradant. On the 12th of Fuly
1790, he was chofen Member of Parliament for the Kinghorn diftri& of
Boroughs.

14. Lady Elizabeth.

15. The Hon. Alexander Hope, a Lieutenant of the 1ft regiment of
Foot-guards, appointed in 1793 Major of Brigade to one of the battali-
ons ferving abroad, under the command of his R. H. the Duke of Zor#.

16. Lady Charlotte, oarried 8th Aug. 1793 to Charles Hope, Efq. Advo-

cate, Sheriff of Orkney and Zetland.
I 7.
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17. Lady Margaret, married -1oth Fuly 1793 to Adlexander Maclean,
of Ardgower.

18. Lady Mary.

]amé.r, the third and prefent Earl of Hopetoun, only furviving {on of
the firft marriage, was educated principally at home, under the imme-
diate infpeion of his noble father, till the year 1758, when, not being
able to remain an inactive fpeQlator of the juft and neceffary war in
which Britain bappened at that time to be engaged, his Lordfhip pur-
chafed an Enfign’s commitlion in the third regiment of foot-guards, and
ferved two or three campaigns'in Germany. In this corps he continued
till 1764, when the war being honourably termioated, his Lord(hip
thought proper to quit the army; and for fome years afterwards, he
was employed in attending, to Izly and other countries, his brother
Lord Hape, upon whofe premature death he was, by the articles of U-
nion, obliged to relinquifh his intention of offering himfelf a candidate
to reprefent the county of Linkithgow, in which he had the faireft pro-
fpe@ of fuccefs. At the firt general eletion after his Lordfhip’s ac-
ceflion to the title of Hopetoun, he was chofen, by the Scottitb Peerage,
one of their fixteen reprefentatives to Parliament, and foon became e-
minently diftinguithed in the Houfe of Lords for attention to public af-
fairs, and for the fplendid eloguence with which he fupported all mea-
fures he judged advantageous to the nation, and reprobated fuch as ia-
dicated a contrary tendency.

His Lordfhip, on the death of his uncle George, third Marquis of #x-
nandule, 2gth Ap. 1792, fucceeded to the Earldoms of Aumandale and
Hartfield, and to very extenfive pofleflions in Scotland, but has not
as yet aflumed thefe titles, till a determination of the Houfe of Peers on
a claim to the Marquifate is given. His Lordfhip is Heritable Keeper of
Lochmaben caftle, one of the Extraordinary Managers of the Royal Infir-
mary of Edinburgh, a Truftee of the New College of that city, one of the
Directors of the Britifh Wool Society, and a Governor of the Ocphan
Hofpital, to all which bodies he has been a moit munificent benefactor;

alfo
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alfo one of the Commiffioners of the newly eftablifhed Board of Agricul-
ture.

His Lordfhip, on the 16th of Aug.'1766, married Lady Elizabeth Car-
negie, eldeft daughter of George fixth Earl of Northefk; and by her,
who died at Annandale Houfe, London, 19th Aug. 1793, had fix daugh-
ters.

I Lady Anne, married at Hopetoun Houfe, 8th Fuly 1792, to William
Hope Efq. Mafter and Commander of the Royal Navy, and has one
daughter, Elizabeth, born 2d May 1793.

2. Lady Pean Elizabeth, born 27th Dec. 1768, died on board the
Britannia yacht at Spithead, 14th Aug. 1786, wta. 18, and was buried at
Abercorn.

3. Jamima, born 29th Fan. 1770. died 31ft Dec. 1773.

. N . N A4 N/ ,/,40".’3/«.‘¢
e PR +4, Geor, zna,'rnl"/‘/:"‘./A,"/c‘”.--’":." :“l‘é” -:‘QN”-‘ R A .
O //"OH 4. Lady Georg Aney 1t Enedirane 220 5L PUYer ol f7 e QK /4"_'!/'; ROV
HOL s. Lady Famima. £

6. Lady Lucy.Arecl Iun"?15%9-

Creations. Lord Fobnflon of Lochwood, 20th Fune 1633. Earl of
Hartfield, 18th March 1643. Earl of Annandale and Hartfield, Lord
Fobnfton of Lochwood, Locbmaben, Moffatdale, Evandale, &c. a new pa-
tent, with the former precedency, 13th Feb. 1661. Earl of Hopetoun,
Vifcount Aitbrie, and Lord Hope, 15th April 1703.

Arms of Annandale. Quarterly, 1ft and 4th ar. a faltire S. on a chief
G. three cufhions, O. for Fobnflon, 2d and 3d. O. an anchor in*pale, G.
for Fairbolm of Craigieball. Creft, on a wreath a fpur ere@, O. winged,
Ar. Supporters, on the dexter fide a lion Ar. armed and langued Az,
crowned with an imperial crown, O. on the finifter, a horfe Ar. furnith-
ed,G. Motto, Nunquam non paratus. |

Arms of Hopetoun. Az. on a chevron between three bezants O. a lau-
rel leaf, proper, (to denote his maternal defcent from Foulis of Leadhills.)
Creft, a broken globe, furmounted of a rainbow, proper. Supporters,

two
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two women, their hair hanging down, with loofe garments, holding an-
chors in their hands. Motto, A¢ fpes non fraéta.

¢

DRYLAW.

LOCH OF DRYLAW,

’I‘HE annexed Pedigree, drawn up from the Regifters of Edinburgh

“and Cramond, and other authentic documents, will exhibit the def-
cent of a family, which, for a century and a half, enjoyed confiderable
property, and were in no fmall eftimation in this parifh.

LAURISTON.

LAW OF LAURISTON.

THIS branch derives their defcent from an antient and refpeétable fa-
mily, feated for feveral ages at Litbric in Fife, who made no inconfider-
able figure, having had the honour of producing an Archbifhop of
Glafgow, James Law, thus highly commended by an eminent cotem-
porary *.
Eft coma, Lae! tibi cygnais emula plumis ;
Peélora funt multo candidiora comis.
The firft of the houfe of Lauriffon was William Law, who, being a
younger fon, fettled at Edinburgh, where he followed the pro_fcﬁion of
X a

* Dr Arthur Jobnflon Phyfician to King Charles 1.
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a goldfmith, a bufinefs at that time partaking more of the nature of a
banker’s, than of that to which the name is now properly reftrited, with
fuch fuccefs as to be thereby enabled, in 1683, to make purchafe of
Laurifion. He did not, however, long enjoy that acquifition, for being
feverely afflited with the ftone, he took a journey to Paris, to have the
operation of lithotomy perfomied, but it was done in a manner fo un-
fkilful as to occafion his death in that city, about the year 1688.

He married Mifs Fean Campbell, (a lady whofe prudent management
retrieved the affairs of the family during the exile of her eldeft fon,) de-
fcended from the noble houfe of Argyle; and had by her eleven chil-
dren, viz. '

1. Agnes, born 1ft Feb. 1666, married in 1685, to Fobn Hamilton, Efq.
Wiiter to his Majefty’s Signet.

2. Fames, born 1gth Dec. 1667, died in his infancy.

3. Fean,born 12th Sep. 1669, married 28th 4p. 1688, to jobn Hay, Edq.

4. Fobn Law of Laurifton. ,

5. William, born 14th Sep. 1672, died an infant.

6. Andrew, born 22d Nov. 1673,a goldfmith or banker in Edinburgh,
who married 27th 7an. 1695, Betbia, daughter of Fobn Melville, of

- Murdocairny in Fife, a near relation of the Earl of Leven and Melville,
by whom he had one fon Alexander, born 22d Feb. 1697, who died-in
his infancy, and two daughters. '

2. William Law of Laurifton.

8. Fanet, born gth Sep. 1677.

9 Robert, born 6th O&. 1678.
1o. Lilias, born 1g9th Of. 1680, married in 1698 to Fames Clerk,

merchant in Edinburgh, and {econdly, to Martin.
11. Hugh, born 10th Fan. 1682, died unmarried *,

g both died unmarried.

Fobn Law of Laurifton, the eldeft furviving fon, was born at Fdin-
burgh,

* Regifter of Marriages and Baptifins of the city of Edinburgh.
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burgh, on the 21ft of April 1671. From that time to the 1692, a period
of twenty-one years, no memorials concerning his education and purfuits
have come to my hands; only it appears, that during this period he
made a competent progrefs in literature. The bent of his inclination,
however, prompting him to apply, in a particular manner, to the ftudies
of arithmetic and geography, he made himfelf fo complete a mafter of
thefe branches, as to be able with the utmoft facility to refolve the moft
intricate problems in either; and it was remarked that none more per-
fe@ly underftood the complex fcience of Algebra. He likewife beflow-
ed much time and labour to acquire a deep infight into the principles of
public and private credit, the ftate of trade and manufaures, the theo-
ry and praice of taxation; and in fhort, .of all circumftances refpeing
political ceconomy in general. The acceflion of knowledge, refult.
ing from thefe enquiries, laid the foundations of his future eminence *.

Thefe purfuits, however, were far from engroffing his whole atten-
tion ; for having received from nature an uncommonly handfome figure,
he took care not to be negligent in the acquifition of external accom-
plithments. For thefe, indeed, be became fo remarkable, even at a ve-
ry early age, as to be known among his companions by the name of
Fellamy Fobn; and, as he advanced in years, he was commonly diftin-
guifthed by the appellation of Beau Law. He excelled in the know-
ledge of all games, whether of chance, fkill, or dexterity ; and was no-
ted as a moft remarkable player at tennis, an exercife much in vogue in
Scotland towards the clofe of the laft century ¢,

His ftudies were, it is faid, interrupted by his being taken, while as yet
very young, into his father's accompting houfe ; but this fituation, how-
‘ever calculated for. improving his knowledge of the management of a
bank, being by no-means agreeable to his tafte, he emancipated himfelf

X2 therefrom

* Hiftoire du Syfteme des Finances, i. 68. Memoires de Pollnits, ii. 245. '
+ Information from the late Sir David Dalrymple, Lord Hailes.—TranfaQions of

the Society of Antiquaries of Scot/and, p. 503.
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therefrom on the death of that parent, and foon afterwards vifited Zon-
don. This ftep he was probably induced to take from the expeétations
of increafing, in that capital, his fortune by play, to which he had al-
ready become much addited ; but thefe expectations were at firft fo far
from being realifed, that he was on the point of difpofing of his paternal
inheritance in this parifh, to difcharge his debts of honour. He was
however faved from this mortification by his mother, who advance;i him
a large fum, took into her own hands the eftate of Lauriflon, which the
relieved from every burden, and fecured in fuch a manner as to prevent
it from being affe@ed by the imprudence of any of her defcendants ®.

In London Mr Law's fuperior beauty of perfon, ready wit, and engag-
ing manners, affilted by proper recommendations, and aided by that pro-
penfity to deep play for which he was always noted, procured him ad-
mittance into fome of the firft circles, and particularly attracted the at-
tention of the ladies, among whom he had the reputation of being ®x-
tremely fortunate. This fuccefs in affairs of gallantry was, however, at-
tended with very difagreeable confequences, involving him in an unhap-
Py quarrel with one Mr #i/fon, a gentleman renowned for a fimilar pre-
eminence in perfonal endowments, which produced a hoftile meeting
between the parties. In this encounter, Mr Law had the good fortune
to come off éonqueror, laying his antagonift dead upon the fpot where
they fought 1.

He was foon afterwards apprehended and committed to the King’s
Bench prifon; fome circumftances, which have not come to my know-

ledge,

® Writs of the eftate.~~-Mr Law made a conveyance of the eftate of Laurifion to
his mother, in geonfequence of certain fums advanced to him; that conveyance is
dated 6th Feb, 1692, he being then, as the difpofition bears, in Losdon.

+ The particular occafion of this quarrel is varioufly ftated ; fome fay that it arofe
from the preference thewn to Mr Law by Mifs Elixabeth Villiers, fifter of the firft
Eail of Jerfey, (afterwards Countefs of Oréney,) a lady whofe wit and accorplith-

raents had power, though unaccompanied with perfonal charms, to make an impref~
fion on the cold breaft of King William 111.
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ledge, rendering it unadvifeable for- him. to ftand trial *, he found
means to make his efcape from confinement ; on which occafion the
following advertifemznt was publithed in the ZLondon Gazette of
Monday 7th Fan. 1694. * Captain T Fobn Law, a Scotchman, lately a
« prifoner in the King's Bench for murther, aged 26, a very tall, black,
¢ lean mén, well fhaped, above fix foot high, large pock holes in his face,
“ big high nofed, fpeaks broad and loud, made his efcape from the fuid
¢ prifon. Whoever fecures him, fo as he may be delivered at the fuid
¢ prifon, fhall have FIFTY PoUNDs paid immediately by the Marfhall of
¢ the King’s Bench{.”

The publication of this advertifement, however, proved ineffe@ual,
Mr Law getting clear off, and it was probably at this time that he firft
vifited the continent. He appears to have made good ufe of the period

-

-

of his exile, improving his knowledge of finance by obferving the diffe-
rent modes of conducting the banks, and managing the public revenues,

and

* It would appear, from Lord Carteret’s fpeech in the Houfe of Lords 26th O&.
1721, (to be afterwards noticed) that Mr Law had been tried and acquitted for this
murder, but that an appeal had been lodged by the relations of the deceafed.

+ I cannot learn, whether he had the honour of bearing any military commiffion
in this kingdom ; but I am informed that he ferved fome time as an officer of the Wal-
loon Guards in Spain. ‘

t This defcription, conveying no favourable idea of Mr Law’s perfon; occafioned
at firft #o fmall degree of furprize ; but, on communicatiag my fufpicion, that it had
been probably drawn up in order to facilitate his efcape, which, it is faid, was pra-
cured by the proper application of money, to the prefent M. Law de Laurifion, that
gentleman coincided with the furmife. To manifeft, the more ftrongly, that this had
been the cafe, he had the goodnefs to order an engraving to be taken from an origi-
nal portrait of bis uncle, reckoned an exact likenefs, in his pofleffion ; and to tranfmit
me the plate, which, he afflures me, was executed with attention and fidelity. The
impreffions thereof, prefixed to this work, will fhew how far the conjefture is well
founded. In Bromley's catalogue of engraved Britith portraits, four engravings, or
defigns, of Mr Law arenoticed ;—1, fol. engraved by Langlois;—2, 4to. defigned by Ha-
bert;—3, 4to. engraved by des Rockers;—and 4, 4to. painted by Rigaud, and engraved
by F. de Schmidt. The Earl of Orford has in the library at Strawberry Hill a beau-
tiful portrait of Mr Eaw, done in crayons by RofulBa.
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and the ftate of trade and manafactures, in the foreign countries he
paffed through; particularly by making himfelf as much as poffible ac-
quainted, upon the fpot, with the operations of the myfterious bank of
Amflerdam, which he was the better enabled to do from officiating, for
fome time, as fecretary to the Britifh Refident in Holland. 1am forry
that I can give no account of his travels and adventures during this pe-
riod, and that it is in my power only to fay, that he muft have returned
to his native country before the expiration. of the firft year of this cen.
tury, .the introdu®ion to his * Propofals and Reafons for Conftituting a
“ Council of Trade” being dated at Edinburgh 31t Dec. 1700, and it was
publifhed there early in the enfuing year.

In this work, he fubmits to the public, a plan for reviving, encourag-
ing, and promoting the trade and manufacures of the kingdom, then,
in confequence of various unfortunate circumftances, particularly the
miflcarriage of the Darien expedition, at a very low ebb, by conftitut.
ing, by A& of Parliament, a Council of Trade, in whom fhould be veft-
ed the whole of the King’s revenues, the Bifhop’s lands and rents, all
charitable mortifications and appropriations, one tenth of all grain raif-
ed, and malt made, in the kingdom, one twentieth of all fums fued for
at law, one fortieth of all fucceflions, legacies, and fales, and fome other
articles too long to be enumerated. This great income he propofed to
-employ (after deducting a flated annual fum for his Majefty’s ufe, and
for the falaries of the members of the Council,) in promoting, by all man-
ner of ways, the trade, fitheries, and manufactures of Scotland, building
work-houfes, and purchafing all means and materials for employing, re-
lieving, and maintaining the poor, buying up and keeping at a regular
rate the various productions and manufatures of the kingdom, making
and maintaining highways, bridges, and harbours; and in other bene-
ficial purpofes. He alfo propofes that the Council fhould be empowered
to difpenfe with prejudicial monopolies, regulate the weights and mea-
fures, punifh fraudulent bankrupts, liberate honeft debtors who have

made a fair furrender of their effed@s, and feize upon all beggars and va-
- gabonds ;
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gabonds ; and it is further fubmitted, that all duties upon exports, and
upon fuch imports as are proper to be meliorated or manufatured in the
kingdom, fh‘ould' be taken off, one per cent only excepted, but that the
duties on all other imports be doubled. /

From the exertions of a Council vefted with fuch powers, and poffe(-
fing revenues fo ample, Mr Law feems to have entertained the moft fan-
guine hopes that the trade and manufaltures of Scotland would fpee-
dily have been recovered from the calamitous fituation in which at that
time they were; but the project did not appear in the fame light to,
and confequently met with no encouragement from, the Supreme Judi-
. cature of the kingdom.

This publication had, however, the effe® of introducing Mr Law to
the notice of feveral great men of this country, and he foon became ve-
ry intimate with the firft Duke of Argyle, his fons the Marquis of Lorw
and Lord Afrcbibald Campbell, the Marquis of Tweeddale, and other no-
blemen. Relying on the aflitance of thefe powerful proteéors, he, in
1705, offered to Parliament a plan for removing the difficulties Scotland
then lay undes, from the great fcarcity of fpecie, and the-infolvency of
the Bank, preparatory to and explanatory of which, he publifhed ano-
ther work, intitled, “ Money and Tradec confidered, with a Propofal for
« fupplying the Nation with Money,” printed at Edinburgh the fame:
year.

After preliminary obfervations, tending to fhew the infufficiency of’
gold and filver to ferve as money, from their increafing in quantity while
" the demand leflens, and the fuperiority of land over all other articles as a
foundation for money, being capable of improvement as the demand in-
creafes, and the quantity remaining always the fame, he therein propofes-
that Commiffioners, to be appointed by, and to act under the controul
of, Parliament, fhould have power to iffue notes, and to give them out in
any of thefe three ways, 1ft, In the way of loan, at ordinary intereft, up-
on landed fecurity, the debt not to exceed half or two thirds of the va-
. lue of the Jand ; 2dly, To give out the full price of land in notes, and to:
enter
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enter into the poffeflion thereof by wadfet, redeemable within a certain
period ; and 3dly, To give out in notes the full price of land upon fale
irredeemably. Thus all the notes being firmly fecured on landed proper-
ty, he afferts that they weuld not only be equal in value to gold and fil-
ver money of the fame denomination, but allo be preferred to thefe me-
tals, as not being liable to fall in value like them. .

This fcheme, although founded on found and uncontrovertible prin-
ciples, and fupported by the united weight of the court party, and of
that called the Squadrone, (a few monied men excepted) headed by the
Duke of Argyle and the Marquis of Tweeddale, had the fate to be reject-
ed in Parliament, the houfe pafling a refolve, * that to eftablith any
¢ kind of paper credit, fo as to oblige it to pafs, was an improper expe-
¢ dient for the nation.”. The reje@ion of the fcheme was occafioned,
it is faid, by an apprehenfion that, if it took effet, all the eftates in the
kingdom would thereby be brought to a complete dependence upon
the Government *. o :

Thus, finding that all his plans, which appear to have been calcula-
ted at once to benefit the nation, and to obtain promotion for himfelf,
(it being underftood that if the former had been adopted, he was to
have been appointed one of the Members of the Council of Trade, and
if the laft had been followed, a Commiffioner of the Bank,) were treat-
ed with negled, it is no wonder that Mr Law fhould refolve to abandon
his native country, where he could obtain neither honour nor profit, and
try his fortune abroad . 1 muft again regret that it has not been in my
power to make out a connected feries of his adventures from his leaving
Scotland for the fecond time, to his fettling at Parisin 1714 During
this period, he refided fome time at Brufels, where he became noted for

extraordinary

« Lockbart of Carnwath’s Memoirs, 144, 145.

+ It has been faid that he was employed in fettling the proportion of the equiva-

lent to be paid by England to Scotland at the time of the Union. The-anthority for

. this affertion is, however, rather queftionable, and it appears that he was at Genoa fo
carly as the year 1708,
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extraordinary fuccefs at play, to which his profound fkill in.calculation
~ did not a little contribute. In two excurfions he made to Paris, his
good fortune became ftill more confpicuous; Pharaoh was his favourite,
and at this game he was accuftomed to play at the Hotel de Gefvres, Rue des
Poulies, at the houfes of Poiffon, Rue Dauphine, and of Duclus, a famous
comedian, which were his ordinary haunts, although his company
was greatly fought after by perfons of the firft rank. It is faid that he
feldom carried with him lefs than 100,000 livres in gold, every time he
went to thefe places, where the play at laft became fo deep, that Mr
Law, finding it was with difficulty his hands could contain the fums to be
colle@ed from and diftributed among the gamefters at the end of every
deal, was obliged to provide himfelf with counters, rated at 18 louis
each, in order to facilitate his ioperations.

Vifiting the principal cities of Iraly, he continued his fpeculations,
playing at all forts of games, betting, and engaging in the public funds
and banks, with his ufual fuccefs, particularly at Rome in time of the car-
nival, at Penice and Genoa, infomuch that in 1714 he found himfelf worth
upwards of L. 110,000 fterling. It has been faid that his good fortune
at play giving umbrage to fome people at Paris, who could not bear to
fee a foreigner fo fuccefsful, they found means to have him reprefented
in the light of a ftate enemy, to M. D’ drgenfon, Lieutenant General of
the Police, who fent orders to Mr Law to leave Paris within twenty-
four hours; and that he found himfelf in a fimilar predicament at Ge.
noa and Turin. After leaving the latter city, he paffed fome time in
travelling through Germany and Hungary, in his accuftomed ftile of play
and expence *.

Much as Mr Law was addi¢ted to gaming, he did not, however, fuf-
fer that paffion to gain a complete afcendant over his mind. Confcious
of his abilities, and fenfible of the depth of his knowledge in the art of fi-
nance, he ardently longed for an opportunity of bringing both into acion.

Y Accordingly,

* Hift. Syft. i. 70, 71.  Ocuvres de . Law, 430. '
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Acéording!y, on his firft vifit to Paris, he found means to procure an in-
treduction to the Duc de Chartres, afterwards Duc D’ Orleans, and Re-
gent of Fj rance, with whom, as allo with Chamillard the then Comptrol-
ler General, he held feveral conferences concerning the poffibility of re-
ducing the pational debt. On Mr Law’s coming to Paris for the fecond
time, the Abbé Theful recommended him to Definarets, {ucceflor to Cha-
millard in the office of Comptroller General, to whom he communicat.
ed a plan for vremedying the diforders of the finances, but this it was not
thought proper to adopt. It has been afferted that this plan being laid
by Defimarets before Louis X1V. the bigotry of that momarch led him,
inftead of enquiring into the merits of the praject, to 3tk whether the pro-
pofer was a Catholic; and on being anfwered in the negative, to fay
that he would have nothing to do with a heretic *.

During thefe various rambles, Mr Zaw, by means of his graceful ﬁ-
gure and infinuating manners, was every where well received by perfons
of the higheft quality, fovereign princes themfelves taking pleafure in his
company and converfation. At Florence he became very intimate with
the Prince de Vendome, at that time Grand Prior of France, who did not
fcruple to afk the loan of 2 very confiderable fum, which Mr Law lent
him with the beft grace in the world. Becoming acquainted at Neyf-
chatel, with the Prince of Conts, he imparted fome of his financial pro-
vje&s to his Highnefs, who thought fo favourably of them as to write on
the fubject to the Duke of Burgundy, grandfon of Lauis X1V. To Fictor
Amadeus, King of Sardinia, by whom he was particularly notieced, Mr
Law communicated a fcheme of the fame nature as that which was af-
terwards propofed to the Duc D'Orleans ; but that monarch declined
putting it in praice, faying that his dominions were too fmall for the
execution of fo great a defign ; at the fame time mentioning that France

was

* Memoires de la Minorité de Lowis XV. par Maffillon, 99. Fragmens des Let-
tres Originales de Madame Charlotte Elinabeth de Baviere, Veuve de Monfieur, fre-
re unique de Lowis XIV. ii. 271,
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was the proper theatre for its performance, If I know the difpofition of
the people of that kingdom, added he, I am fure they will relifh your
fchemes ; and therefore I would advife you to go thither *.

Adopting this falutary advice, Mr Law vifited Paris for the third
time in 1714, not long before Louis XIV. gave way to fate, bringing with
him the whole of his acquifitions during his various rambles and adven-
tures, and fixing his refidence in the Place Vendome, or de Louis le Grand.,
After the demife of that monarch, his old friend the Duc D'Orleans af-
{uming the government of the Kingdom, as Regent during the minori.
ty of Louis XV.Mr Law renewed his acquaintance with that Prince, who
being fond of men of fpirit, vivacity and wit, could not fail of being high.
ly delighted with that enterprizing foreigner, as he not only poffefled
thefe qualities in an eminent degree, but was, befides, of a difpofition
not lefs addited to pleafure and diffipation than his owne Mr Law
confequently rofe to no fmall degree of favour and intimacy with his
Royal Highnefs, who foon finding the extent of his capacity, and the fer- .
tility of his refources, admitted him into all his private parties, and no-
minated him one of the Counfellors of State. Availing himfelf of that in-
. timacy, Mr Law took care not to neglect every opportunity in his pow-
er to draw the attention of the Regent to the ftate of the French Finan-
ces, at that time in a fituation accounted defperate by all who pretend-
ed to fkill in thefe affairs, the long and expenfive wars of Louis XIV.
-having fuperinduced an enormous weight of debt upon the nation, which
"groaned under the intolerable load of taxes impofed for payment of the
intereft. All induftry was thus checked ; trade in a manner annihila-
ted ; manufaures, commerce, and navigation had almoft ceafed ; the

merchant and the trader were reduced to beggary, and the artificer was
compelled, for want of employment, to leave the kingdom. In fhort,
fuch was the ftate of affairs, that it had been debated in Council, and
propofed to theRegent, to expunge at once the debts of the ftate by a

Y 2 national

¢ Maffllon, 100. Pollnitz, ii. 237,



172 LAW OF LAURISTON.

national bankruptcy. This propofal he nobly reje@ed, preferring to it
the more equitable method of eftablithing a commiffion or Vifa, to en-
quire into the claims of the ftate creditors. By this commiffion the na-
tional debt was at laft put into a kind of order, and the amount redueed
to fomewh‘at more than 20co millions of livres, which at 28 liv. to the
marc of ftandard filver, (two pounds fterling,) the then denomination of -
the {pecie in France, made above 142 millions fterling. Of this fum,
1750 milliohs of livres were eftablithed upon particular funds, at the rate
of 4 per cent; and for the remaining 250 millions, the creditors obtain-
ed billets d’ctat, as they were called, bearing alfo an intereft of four per
cent, making altogether 8o millions of intereft per annum, which, from
the diftrefled fituation of the kingdom, was very irregularly paid; and
after doing that, there hardly remained, out of an ill-colle@ed revenue,
a fum fufficient to defray the neceflary expence of the civil govern-
ment *, |
This calamitous fituation of affairs, which would have daunted a man
of lefs fpirit and enterpriz~, had no other effe® than to render Mr Law
more eager to provide fome remedy for thefe evils. The moft efficacious
mode he judged to be the eftablifhment of a well regulated paper cre-
dit ; but as this matter was little underftood, if not altogether unknown,
in France, he thought proper, in order to pave the way for its introduc-
tion, to tranflate into French his publication on Money and Trade, and
to explain its principles in a feries of letters addreffed to the Duc D’'Or-
leans, and in two memorials prefented to that prince. In thefle he
ftrongly inculcates his favourite maxim, that the power and profperity
of a ftate increafes in proportion to the quantity of money circulating
thereifi ; and after afferting that even the richeft nations have not {pe-
cie fufficient to afford full employment to all their inhabitants, and to
carry their trade to the height of which it is capable, he launches out
into

% Duclos, i. 354. Stewart’s Inquiry into the Principles of Political Oeconomy,
ii. 236.
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into encomiums on the advantages of paper credit for fupplying that de-
fe&. In fupport of this propofition, he inftances the vaft benefits ac-
cruing to England and to Holland, from the Banks of London and Am-
Slerdam ; and adduces a variety of arguments to fhow that the fetting
up of an eftablilhment of a fimilar nature, but upon an improved plan,
in Paris, would be attended with the like good effets to France *,
Hoping that by thefe arguments the Regent was convinced of the uti-
lity and neceffity of {uch an eftablithment, Mr Law propofed to fet up
a Bank, fecured upon landed property unalienably engaged, and upon
the whole Royal revenues, to be adminiftered in the King’s name, but
fubjec to the controul of Commiffioners appointed by the States General
of the kingdom ; blending in this {cheme the two plans for eftablifhing
a Council of Trade in Scotlamd, and fupplying that nation with money,
formerly mentioned. This application was, however, ineffe@ual at that
time, as we learn from the preamble of his Majefty’s letters patent of
ad May 1716, where it is faid, that “ Mr Law having fome time fince
« propofed a fcheme for erecting a Bank, which fhould confift of our
“ own money, and be adminiftered in our name, and under our autho-

-

¢ rity, the proje& was examined in our Council of Finances, where fe-
« veral Bankers, Merchants, and deputies from our trading cities being
« convened, andrequired to give their advice, they were unanimous in

L3
-

the opinion, that nothing could be more advantageous to our king-
¢ dom, which, through its fituation and fertility, added to the induftry
of its inhabitants, ftood in need of nothing more than a folid credit,
¢ for acquiring the moft extenfive and flourithing commerce. They

¢ thought, however, that the prefent conjunture was not favourable
¢ for the undertaking ; and this reafon, added to fome particular claufes
¢ of the proje, determined us to refufe it +.”

Not difcouraged by this repulfe, Mr Law requefted permiffion to fet

up

'

-

* Oecuvres de . Law, paffim. )
+ Memoires de la Regence de S. A. R. Mgr. le Duc d'Orleass, i. 133.
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up a private Bank in his houfe in the Place de Louis le Grand, to be
compofed entirely of funds furnifhed by himfelf and by thofe who chofe
to engage in the undertaking, propofing by means thereof to increafe
the circulation of money, put a ftop to the progrefs of ufury, facilitates
the exchange between Paris and the Provinces, augment the confump-
tion of manufactures, and enable the people the more eafily to pay the
heavy taxes to which they were fubjeGted. This Bank was according-
ly eftablifhed by letters patent bearing date the 2d and 20th of May
.1716, containing the following regulatiofs.

The ftock of the Bank to confift of 1200 ations, or fhares, of 1000
crowns, or 5005 livres each, the denomination being then fixed by law
at 4o livres the marc, confequently each fhare wasw»ﬁt_ ':L. 250, and the
whole ftock L. 300,000 fterling. All perfons whatfoever to be at liberty
to fubfcribe for as many fhares as they pleafed, and it was declared that
the Bank fecurities belonging to, as well as the money lodged in it by,
foreigners, fhould not be fubje& to any confifcation, or attachment
whatfoever, even in cafe of war with the mations to which the proprietors
refpeively belonged. All queftions to be determined by plurality of
votes, thofe poffefling from five to ten to have one vote, from ten to fif-
teen fhares to have two votes, and fo on in proportion ; but thofe who had
lefs than five fhares were to be fecluded from any voice in the manage-
ment. The accompts to be balanced twice a year, viz, from the 15th to
the 2oth of jJune, and from the 15th to the 20th of January. Two general
courts to be held yearly, in which the ftate of the company’s affairs
fhould be difcufled, and the dividends fettled. The Treafurer never to
have more than 200,000 crowns, nor any of the cafhiers 'more than 20,000,
in hand at a time ; and they were befides obliged to find fufficient fecuri-
ty for their iq‘t‘romifﬁons. The notes to be figned by the dire@or, and
by one of the proprietors, and to be revifed by an infpe&or appointed by
the Regent. The Bank not to undertake any fort of commerce whate-
ver, nor to charge itfelf with the execution of any commiffions; the
notes to be all payable at fight, and no money allowed to be borrowed

by
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by the Bank on any pretext whatever. Various regulations were added
of lefs importance, and too long to be enumerated in this place.

This aflociation, of which Mr Law and his brother William, then [ct-
tled at London, were the principal partners, afflumed the firm of the
General Bank of Law and Company, and fet‘odt under very favourable
aufpices, it being known that they enjoyed the proteétion of the Re-
gent, and a high idea of their folidity being raifed by the difcourfe Mr
Law unceafingly beld in public, that a Banker merited the punifhment
of death if he iffued notes or bills of exchange, without having their ef-
feQtive value in his repofitories. But what moft attraited the public
confidence, was the fecurity their notes provided againft the arbitrary
pradice of varying the ftandard of the coin at the will of the monarch;
an unjuftifiable meafure, frequently put in execution by the French Go-
vernment, to the infinite prejudice of debtors and creditors, particularly
at the general coinages in 1709 and 1716, by the former of which the
King gained 23, per cent, and by the latter 20 per cent, upon the
whole fpecie of the kingdom. The terms in which the notes of the Ge-
neral Bank were couched, viz,* The Bank promifes to pay to the bearer,
“ at fight, the fum of — crowns, in coin of the weight and flandard of this
“ day,” (of the date of each note) * value receiyed,” effectually guarded
againft this contingency. Let us ftate by way of example that if one
who had paid in, and taken out a Bank note for, 1000 livres or 25 marcs,
on the 2d of Fuse 1716, when the ftandard of the {pecie was fettled by
law at 4o livres the marc, wanted to exchange it at an after period,
when the ftandard was fixed at 5o livres the marc, he would, on prefent.
ing his note, receive 25 marcs, or 1250 livres. The bank was, in like
manner, fecured from fuffering on the contrary fuppofition. On this ac-
count, as well as from the quicknefs and punctuality of the payments,
and the orders given to the officers of the revenue in all parts in the king-
dom to receive the paper, without difcount, in payment of taxes, the
notes of the General Bank ina fhort time rofe to great reput‘e, and were by
many preferred to fpecie, infomuch that they foon came to pafs current

for
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for one per cent more than the coin itfelf. The moft beneficial effe@ts
were thereby produced on the induftry and trade of the nation, the zax-
es and Royal revenues being by means of the notes remitted to the ca-
pital at little expence, and without draining the provinces of fpecie.- Fo-
reigners, who had hitherto been very cautious of dealing with the French,

now began to intereft themfelves deeply in this new Bank; fo that the
balance of exchange with England and Holland, foon rofe to the rate of
4 and 5 per cent in favour of Paris. This Bank fubfifted in high <cre-
dit, to the no fmall profit of the: proprietors *, till the clofe of the year
1718, when the Duc D'Orleans, obferving the uncommon advantages
refulting from that eftablithment, refolved to take it into his Majefly’s
hands, asat firft propofed .

This refolution, it may well be fuppofed, could not be relithed by Mr
Law and his affociates ; but whatever were their fentiments, they knew
that all oppofition to the will of the Regent would be of noavail. They,
however, endeavoured to obtain permiffion to continue the General
Bank, at the fame time the Royal Bank fhould be fet on foot. This
requeft was refufed; and the public were informed, by A& of Council
bearing date 4th Dec. 1718, that the King had taken Mr Law’s Bank
into his own hands, under the ‘name of the Royal Bank ; that his Ma-
jefty had reimburfed the former proprietors their fhares, and had be-
come anfwerable for the outftanding notes iffued by them, amounting
to 59 millions of livres. It was alfo declared, that no notes fhould, for
the future, be fabricated except in virtue of public a&ts of the King and
Council ; and by a pofterior edi@, his Majefty. engaged that the notes
fhould never be fubje@ted to fuch diminutions as might be made on the

{pecie,
* At a general meeting of the proprietors, held in prefence of the Regent, 20th

Dec. 1717, it was detcrmined to order a dividend of 73 per cent for fix months, which

" is at the rate of 1§ per cent per annum.
+ Stewart, ii. 25o. Hift. Syﬂ i. 79. Refle&tions Polmques fur les Finances et le
Commerce, (par M. Du To¢) ii. 109. Examen du livre intitulé Reflexions Pohu-
ques fur les Finances et le Commerce (par M. Du Verney,) i. 299.
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fpecie, but that they fhould always be paid in full. Of this Royal Bank
Mr Law was named Director General, and branches were fixed at Lyons,
Rocbelle, Tours, Orleans, and Amiens . _ ’

Thus the Bank being placed in the King’s hands departed from the °
principles of private and mercantile credit, upon which Mr Law had
originally fixed it, and proceeded upon thofe of public credit, which in
.an abfolute monarchy, as Franse then was, is no other than that of the
Sovereign, and confequently cannot be depended uvpon. Feo add to the
evil, the tenor of the notes was changed, and ran thus, “ The Bank pro-
“ mifes to pay the bearer, at fight, — livres in_flver coin, value receiv-
“ ed.” By this alteration the money in the notes could not but keep
pace with that in the coin, both being equally affeted with-every arbi-
trary variation made upon the latter. Mr Law did all he could to pre-
vent this alteration, it however took place, and the credit of the. notes of
the Royal Bank became as good us that of the General Bank notes, al-
though the crowns in the latter contained a fixed and pofitive value,
while the livres. in the former could, at any time, have been reduced, at
the pleafure of the Monarch, the debtor in them, to the value of hali~ -
pence. Of thefe notes, there were to the amount of 1000 millions of
lives fabricated betwixt the s5th Fan. and 29th Dec. 1719. In Feb,
1720, the Royal Bank was incorporated with the Company of the In-
dies; and from that incorporation, to the 1it of Muy following, there
were no lefs than 1,696,400,000 livres more fabricated in notes, making,
altogether a total of 2,696,400,000 livres in paper money, of which vaft
fum 2,235,083,590 livres were in circulation on the 29th of May 1720,
when the Bank flopped payment, as will be hereafter mentioned t.

After the eftablifhment of the General Bank, Mr Law began to.de-
velope the plan of that great and ftupenduous. proje® he had long me-
) Z ditated,

3

® Examen, i. 226.
+ Stewart, ii. 240, — The notes were of four denominations, viz. of 10000, 1000,
100, and 10 livres, none being iffued for any other fums, The number of each fort

was as follows .
113,900
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ditated, known by the name of The Mifffippi Syfiem, which, for a while, .
turned the heads of the French, and attradted the attention of all Eu. ‘
rope ; a project that, if carried into full execution, would in all probabi-
lity have exalted France to a vaft fuperibrity of power and wealth over |
every other ftate. The fcheme was no lefs than the vefting the whole
privileges, effeéts, and pofleffions of all the Foreign Trading Compauies,
the Great Farms, the Mint, the General Receipt of the King’s Revenues,
and the management and property of the Bank, in one great Company,
who thus having in their hands all the trade, taxes, and Royal revenues,
might be enabled to multiply -the notes of the Bank to any extent they
pleafed, doubling or even trebling at will the circulating cafh of the
kingdom, and, by the immenlfity of their funds, poffeffed of a power to
carry the foreign trade, and the culture of the colonies, to a height alto-
gether impraQicable by any other means. The outlines of this plan
being laid before the Regent, met, it would feem, with the approbation
of that Prince, as meafures were taken for the eftablifhment of the pro-
pofed Company, and direcions iffued for making the requifite grants to
enable them to commence their operations.

Accordingly, by letters patent dated in Aug. 1717, a commercial Com-
. pany was erected, under the name of the Company of the Weft, to whom
was granted the whole Province of Losifflana, a country watered,
throughout its whole extent, by the great river Mififippi, from which laft
circumftance its fubfequent operations came, by way of diftin&ion, to
be included under the general name of THR MissisipPl sysTEM. OF

this
113,400 - of - 10,000 livres each - 1,134,000,000
1,223,200 - - 1000 - - 1,223,200,000
2,092,000 - - 100 - - 299,200,000
4,000,000 - - 10 - - 40,000,000
3,696,400,000

By edict of 19th Sep. 1720, notes of 5o livres each, to the extent of 50,000,000 liv.
were dire&ed to be made, in order to facilitate the changing of the large notes into
fmall ones.
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this cdméany 200,000 adtions, or thares, were iffued, rated at 500 livres
each, and the fubfcription for them was ordered to be paid in billets d’e-
tat. Thele papers were at that time in fuch difcredit, by reafon of the
bad payment of their intereft, that 500 livres nominal value in them
would not have yielded in the market more than 150 or 160 livres ; but
in the {ubfcription they were taken at their full value, which could not
fail to operate as a very tempting bait to the holders to lay them out in
the purchafe of fhares. The company thus became creditors to the
King, in the fum of 1co millions of livres, the annualrent of which was
fixed at the rent of 4 per cent, the firft year’s intereft to be employed
for commercial purpofes, and the annualrents of the following years to
be allotted for paying regularly the dividend, at the rate of 20 livres per
annam each fhare, exclufive of their proportion of the profits of the
trade *. ‘ ‘ ' ‘

Of this Company of the Weft, Mr Law (who had now advanced fo
high in the Regent’s favour, that the whole minifterial power was rec-
koned to be divided betwixt him, the A4bbde Du Bois Minifter for Foreign
Afhairs, and M. D’ Argenfon Keeper of the Seals,) was named Dire&or Ge-
neral. The actions were eagerly fought after, Loxifana having been re-
prefented as a region abounding in gold and filver, of a fertile foil, ca-
pable of every fort of cultivation., Such was the rage for fpeculation
that-the animproved parts of that country were fold for 30,000 livres,
the fquare league, at which rate many purchafed to the extent of
6oo,oo‘o livres ; vigorous preparations were made for fitting out veflels
to tranfport thither labourers and workmen of every kind; and the de-
mand for billets d’etat, in order to purchafe fhares, occafioned the former
to rife to their full nominal value +. . '

The Farmers General of the national revenues now taking the alarm,
the- four ‘brothers Paris, principal managers of that powerful body, aét-

Z 2 ing
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* Examen, i. 211. Stewart, ii. 235.
+ Memoires du Marechal Duc de Richefies, iii. 26,
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ing under the patronage of M. D’ Argenfon, who was.become jealous of
Mr Law’s credit with the Regent, formed a proje& to eftablith an affo-
ciation to advance large {fums fecured on the Farms and the other branch-
es of the public revenue. This proje&, which was an aukward imita-
tion of Mr Law’s {yftem, and on account of its-oppofition thereto cal-
led the Anti Syfleme, came to nothing; and on the 4th of Sept. 1718,
the Farm of Tobacco was made over to the Company of the Weft, who
agreed to pay 2,020,000 livres advanced rent to the King. On the 15th
Dec. following, they acquired the charter and effecs of the Senegal Com-
pany; but,by far the moft i.mpértant grant was that made in May 1719,
when an edi was publifhed, transferring to them the exclufive privilege
af trading to the Eaft Indies, China, and the South Seas, together with all
the poffeflions and effe@s belonging to the China and India Companies,
on condition of paying the lawful debts. of thefe Companies now dif-
folved. The Company of the Weft affumed, on this occafion, the title
of the Company of the-Indies; 50,000 new fhares were ordered to be
conftituted, rated at 550 livres each, payable in coin, to be employed
partly in fatisfying the creditors of the old Companies, and partly in
building of veflels, and in other preparations for carrying on the trade.
The price of actions quickly rofe to 1e0o livres, the hopes of the public
being raifed by the favourable profpeds of poffefling & very lucrative
branch of commerce *.

On the 25th of Fuly 1719, the Mint was made over to the Company
of the Indies, for a conﬁc}eration of 5o millions of livres, to be paid to*
the King within fifteen months; and 50,000 new fhares, rated at 1000
livres each, were dire@ed to be iffued, in order to raife that fum. On -
the 24th of Aug. following, the Regent took the Great Farms out of the
hands of the Farmers General, and made over the leafe to the Company
of the Indies, on their agreeing to pay" 3,500,000 livres advanced rent
for them ; thus relieving the people from the exadtions of that powerful

' body,

* Hift. Syft. i. 110, Examen, i, 241, Stewart, ii. 254.
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..'body, under whofe management the taxes became quite intolerable, not
fo much from their own weight, as the oppreffive mode of levying them.
On the 31t of the fame-month, the Company obtained the general re-
ceipt of other branches of the King’s revenue. When they had ac-
quired all thefe grants, and had thus concentered in themfelves the
whole foreign trade and pofleflions of France, and the colleion and ma-
nagement of all the Royal revenues of that kingdom, they promifed an
annual dividend of 200 livres on every fhare, the confequence of which
was, that the price of aCtions inftantly rofe in the market to 5000 livres,
the public run upon the laft creation of 50,000 with fuch eagernefs,
that nearly double the requifite fum was fubfcribed for, and the greateft
intereft was exerted, and every ﬁratagetp put in pratice, to fecure places
in that fubfcription. The namles of the ftockholders were not declared
for fome weeks, and during that interval, according to-Lord S¢air, Mr
Law's door was kept fhut, while all the people of quality in France ap-
peared on foot in hundreds, before his houfe in the Place Vendome *.

The Company now came under an obligation to lend the King, in or-
der that he might pay off his creditors, the fum of 1500 millions of livres,
at the rate of 3 per cent per annum, and to this rate the intéreﬁ of the
100 millions formerly lent to his. Majefty, (in dillets d’etat on the firft fa-
brication of actions, at 4 per cent,) was alfo reduced ; the King confe-
quently had to pay them, in all, 48 millions a year. To raife this fum
of 1500 millions, there were, in the’ months of Sept. and O¢. 1719,
3oo,0co mew acions created, the fubfcription for which was fixed at
5000 livres each. The ations were thus brought to their full number
of 600,000 (for it is needlefs to take any notice of 24,000 more fabrica:
ted on the 4th of Ofl. 1719, by the private orders of the Regent, but
afterwards fuppreffed,) and to anfwer the dividends upon thefe the Com-
pany had, according to fome, the following annual revenue, viz.

. Intereft

& Examen, ii. 245. Lord Stasr’s Letters, in the Hardwicke Colle@ion of State Pa~
pexs, il 597 '
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: liv,
Intereft paid by the King to the Company - 48,000,000
Profits upon the Great Farms - - 15,000,000
Ditto upon the Mint - - . 4,000,000
Ditto upon the Farm of Tobacco - 2,000,000
Ditto upon the General Receipt of Taxes . - 1,500,000 |
Ditto upon their Trade - - 10,060,000

making a total of 80,500,000 livres, open to be improved by the exten.
fion of their commerce abroad, and by a good adminiftration at home,
Other writers on the fubje@, however, computed the annual revenue of
this great Company at no lefs than 131 millions, viz. 48 millions intereft
from the King, 39 millions profits upon the Farms, the Mint, and the
Réceipt of Taxes, and 44 millions profits upon their trade; in which
cafe they could well afford a dividend of even more than 200 livres on
every fthare *, ' .

The covetoufnefs which thefe profpe@s of immenfe profit in fome
meafure, but principally the prodigious fortunes acquired by the origi-
nal proprietors, excited among all ranks, was fuch as po nation had ever
beheld before. An univerfal infatuation for the acquifition of fhares in
the India Company now feemed to occupy the whole kingdom, from
the loweft of the people up to Magiftrates, Prelates, and Princes 4.

"This

* Stewart,ii. 257. Refl. Politig. 1. 271.

+ The following extra& from a commiffion of the office of Comptroller General
" of the Finances by Mr Foba Law, a fatirical piece, will illuftrate what is ftated above
of the infatuation of all ranks to engage in the Mififippi.

———Les plaifans viremens,

Et continuels changemens

Que I’on a vu dans le Royaume
De Quinguempoix et de Vendome,
Et Principaute de Soiffons.

Ou ’achat et le dividend

Caufoient un rumeur fi grande,
Qu’on ne vit jamais tant des rats °

Obfeder
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This infatuation, of which, at the prefent day, we can fcarcely form a
conception, increafed in proportion to the difficulty of fucceeding in
that view; for the whole 300,000 actions of the laft fabrication, being,
by a particular agreement; kept up in order to be fold to the Regent,
who had alfo got poffeflion of 100,000 of thefe formerly iffued, no more
than 200,000 remained in the hands of the public, and only a part
thereof, quite inadequate to the demand, was row brought to market.
The frenzy prevailed fo far, that the whole nation, clergy and laity,
peers and plebeians, ftatelmen, princes, nay even ladies, who had or
could procure money for that purpofe, turned ftockjobbers, outbidding
each other with fuch avidity, that in Noo. 1719, the price of fhares rofe,
after fome fluctuations, to above 10,000 livres each ;—more than fixty
times the fum they originally fold for, when the difcredit of the billets

d'etat is taken into the aceount *.
So much indeed were the people interefted in this bufinefs, that no-
thing was talked of but altions, and every place echoed with Mififippi .
and

Obfeder gens de tous etats ;
Mari, femme, gargon, et fille,
Laquais, fervantes, 1a famille
Ea un mot, fans rien excepter,
Venit jouer et blanquéter.

La de tous pais et provinces,
Merchants, magiftrats, artifans ;
Prelats, guerriers et courtifans, ,
Ducs et pairs, meme des princes <
Non du pais, mais bien forains,
Accouroient comme des effaims,
Malgre vent, grele, pluye, et crotte,
Pour y jouer a la marotte,

En beaux et bons deniers comptans,
Contre les voleurs calotines,

Dont la France et terres voifines

Se pouvront fouvenir long tems.

Memoires de Pollnits, ii. 241,

* Siecle de Louis xv. par Polaire, iii. 11.
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and .%ﬁnquempoz’x *. Al claffes appeared to bave but one objed, the
acquifition of fhares of the India Company; mechanics laid by their
work, tradefmen forfook their fhops, all degrees entirely negle@ed their
profeffions and employments, to embark in this new occupation; and
the few that did not proceed to that extreme, conducted themfelves in a
manner calculated to manifeft the little concern they took in affairs
foreign to the Miffifippi. One of this laft defcription, M. Chirac, principal
phyfician te the Regent, on his way to vifit a female patient, having been
informed that the price of ations was falling, was o affeéted by that
piece of news that he could think of nothing elfe; and accordingly,
, while holding the lady’s pulfe, kept exclaiming, O good God, it falls, it
falls. The invalid, naturally alarmed, began to ring the bell with all

her force, crying out that {he was a dead woman, and had almoft ex-

pired with apprehenﬁon, till the doftor aflured her that her .pulfe was

in a very good ftate, but that his mind ran fo much upon a&ions, that he

came to utter the expreflions that terrified her, in reference to the fall

of their value. That learning herfelf could not fhield her votaries from

the infe@ion, appears from the following circumftance. M. de la Motbe

and the Abbe Terraffon, two of the ableft {cholars in France, converfing

together on the madnefs of the Mififippi adventurers, congratulated .

themfelves on their fuperlonty over all weaknefles of that nature; and

indulged themfelves in ridiculing the folly of the votaries of the fickle

| goddefs. But it fo happened that they met, not long afterwards, face
to face in the Rue Quinquempoix ; at firft they endeavoured to avoid

each other, but finding that impracicable, put the beft look poffible

on the matter, rallied each other, and feparated in order to make ‘the

moft advantageous bargains they could. The courtiers, according to

their ufual cuftom of following implicitly the royal example, engaged

fo deeply in this bufinefs, that it was faid only five perfons of that de-

fcription, (the Marechals de Villeroi and de Villars, the Ducs de St Si-

mon

* The ftrect where the ftockjobbing was at firft carried on.
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mon and de la Rochefoucauld, and the Chancellor), had kept free from
the contagion. The Marechal Duc de Richelicu relates, that thofe who
did not embark in the Miffifippi weré looked upon as no better than
cowards or. fools *.

The negociations for the fale and purchafe of adions were, at firft,
carried on in the Rue Quinquempoix, to the no fmall emolument of the
occupiers of houfes in that ftreet, lodgings letting at fo high a rate, that -
a houfe rented at 8c¢ livres a year, yielded from 6000 to 16,000 livres a
month, and even fingle apartments were let at the rate of a piftole a
day. A cobler, who wrought in a ftall formed of planks fet up againft
the garden wall of M. Tourton the famous banker, bethought himfelf
of furnithing his little fhop with a few chairs for the accommodation of
the ladies that came out of curiofity to fee the crowd ; by which, and
by fupplying the brokers with pens and paper, he earned no lefs than
2co livres a day. At length, it becoming impoffible for all to procure
even that humble accommodation, moft of the ftockjobbers tranfacted
their bufine(s in the open air. So great was the concourfe, that all the
‘avenues leading into the Rue Quinquempoix were quite choaked up by
break of day, and the crowd ftill continued to increafe till the even-
ing bell was rung, when they were obliged to be driven away by
force 1- it was therefore propofed to remove the bufinefs to a more
commodious fituation, and the execution of this meafure was accelerat-
ed by the murder and robbery of a rich ftockjobber, committed on the
22d March 1720, by a young Flemifh Nobleman, Count Horn, and two
affociates, who, under pretence of bargaining for afions, conduied the

A a unfortunate

* Fragm. ii. 273. Duclos, Memoires Secretes fur les Regnes de Louis XIV. et de
" Louis XV. ii, 114. Richelieu, iii. 25. Pollnitz, ii. 240. _
+ The Memoirs of the Regency (Vol. ii. 331.) take notice of a hump-backed
man, who in the. courfe of a few days acquired 150,000 livres by letting out his
hump as a writing defk to the brokers in the Rue Duinguempoiz. A plan of Paris
being about this time laid before Louis XV. then only ten years of ‘age, the young

Monarch found fault with it, becaufe that ftreet was not diftinguithed from the
- others by gilding. ‘
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unfortunate man to a tavern in the. Rue de Venife, and there difpatched
him with a poignard. The Count, who was only 22 years of age, being
taken the fame day, was condemned to be broken alive on the wheel;
and this fentence was acc'ordingly inflited in the Place de Greve on the
26th of March, notwithftanding he was allied to feveral fovereign hou-
* fes, and related to the Duc d’Orleuns himfelf. The greateft intereft was
made to fave his life; but all folicitations on that head were unavailing,
‘Mr Law convincing the Regent of the abfolute neceflity of making a fe-
vere example of that criminal, at a time when many carried their
whole fortunes in their pockets *.

The very day that this murder was committed, the Councnl iflued an
edid, exprefsly prohlbmng all perfons, of what degree foever, from af~
fembling in the Rue Quinquempoix, for the purpofe of felling or buying
ftock, and difcharging the keeping of offices for their reception in that
fireet. For fome time afterwards, the flockjobbers and brokers were
left to meet where they could; but in the mdmh of Fune, the paper
traffic was transferred to the Place Vendome. The fuperb hotels of
which that magnificent fquare (or rather oftogon) confifted, not being
calculated for the eftablifhment of offices for tranfacting bufinefs, 2 num-
ber of tents were for that purpofe pitched in the area. Of thefe, fome
ferved for the accommodation of the flockjobbers, others were deftined
for places of refrefhment, and a third fet was occupied by gamefters
playing at quadrille, and drawing lotteries -of jewels. All the world
flocked to this {pot, ladies of the higheft quality delighted to walk there
of an evening, and the concourfe was fo great, that the famous Fair of
Beaucaire appeared a defert in comparifon. The exceflive noife {o pro-
digious a refort could not fail to occafion, was produé}ive of {o much
difturbance, that the Chancellor complained he was thereby prevented
from attending to the caufes in the Chancery, which is fituated in the

Place

* Memoires de Ia Regénce, il. 331, 392. Dudo.r, 1i. 96 Hift. Syﬁ iil, 119—=134, *
182, 194.
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Place Vendome. Mr Law thereupen agreed with the Prince of Carignan
for the purchafe of the-Hotel de Soiffons, at the enormous price, as is
faid, of 1,400,000 livres, and in the gardens belonging to that edifice
about 6oo pavilions, each rated at 500 livres a month, were difpofed in
regular .order, beautifully inte’r&erfed with trees and fountains. To o-
blige the brokers to make ufe of them, an ordonnance was iffued, pro-
hibiting, under fevere penalties, any bargain for ftock to be concluded,
except in one of thefe pavilions, and the bufinefs was accordingly car-
" ried on there, till the 8th of Nov. 1720, when all perfons were finally
difcharged from aflembling for the purpofe of ftockjobbing in any-place
whatever *,
The unexampled rife of the price of actions afforded an opportunity
to feveral obfcure and low individuals to acquire at once princely for-
tunes ; and thefe rapid revolutions could not fail to be produ&tive of ma-
ny laughable occurrences, fuch as the following. A footman had gain-
ed fo much that he provided himfelf with a fine carriage ; but the firft
day it came to the door, he, inftead of ftepping into the vehicle, mount-
ed up to his old ftation behind. Another, in a fimilar predicament,
brought himfelf well off by pretending he got up only to fee if there
was room on the back for two or three mare lacqueys, whom he was re-
folved to hire inftantly. Mr Law’s coachman had made fo great a for-
tune, that he afked a difmiffion from his fervice, which was readily
granted, on condition of procuring another as good as himfelf. The
man thereupon brought two coachmen, told his mafter they were both
-excellent drivers, and defired him to make choice of one; at the fame
time faying that be would take the other for his own carriage. One
night at the opera, a Mademoifelle de Begond obferving a lady enter,
magnificently drefled, and covered with diamonds, jogged her mother;
and faid, 1 am much miftaken if this fine lady is not Mary our cook.
‘The report {pread through the theatre till it came to the ears of the la-
Aaz . dy,

* Hift. Syft. iii, 168, iv. 5. 72. vi. 69. Duclos, ii. 115.
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dy, who, coming up to Madame de Begond, faid “ 1 am indeed Mary
“ your cook, 1 bave gained large fums in the Rue Quinquempoix, 1love
« fine clothes and fine jewels, and am accordingly drefled in them. I

-

¢ have puid for every thing, am in debt to nobody, and pray what_ per-
¢ fonin this place can fay as much?”’ At another time, fome perfons of

quality beholding a gorgeous figure alight from a moft fplendid equi-

page, and enquiring what great lady that was, ome of her lacqueys an-

fwered, *“ A woman who has tumbled from a garret into a carriage.” One

of thefe upftarts, finding himfelf enriched beyond his utmoft expeta-

tions, haftened to a coachmaker’s, and ordered a berlin to be made in

the fineft tafte, liced with the richeft crimfon velvet and gold fringe,

and went away after leaving 4coo livres as earneft. The coachmaker

" running after him to enquire what arms were to be put on the carriage,
was anfwered * Oh, the fineft, the fineft by all means.” A quondam

footman,  fitting in a newly acquired carriage, having his way impeded

by another belonging to an officer, their fervants quarrelled, and the

~ former having made ufe of fome improper expreffions, the officer oblig-
ed him to alight ; and putting his hand to his fword, the other took to
his heels, crying out, Brethren of the livery, come to my afliltance.
But perhaps the drolleft circumftance that occurred, was what happen-
ed to one Brignaud, (fon of a baker at Thouloufe,) who being defirous of
having a fuperb fervice of plate, purchafed the whole articles expofed
for fale in the fhop of a goldfmith for 400,000 livres, and fent them home
to his wife, with orders to fet them out properly for {upper, to which he
bad invited many perfons of diftin@ion. The lady, not underftanding

‘the bufinels, arranged the plate according to her fancy, and without re-
gard to their real ufe ; fo that when fupper was announced, the guefts
could not forbear from indulging in peals of laughter to fee the foup
ferved up in a bafon for receiving the offerings at church, the fugar
in a cenfer, and chalices holding the place of falt-fellers, while
‘ moft
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moft of the other articles were fitter for a toilet than a fileboard ®.

Mr Law now blazed a meteor of unequalled fplendor, having arrived
at a pitch of power and confequence, (fumma ad faftigia rerum,) that
required a ftrength of intelle@ almoft fuperna‘tural to be able to fupport
undazzled. He faw himfelf perpetually followed by, and his levee con-
ftantly crowded with, Princes, Dukes and Peers, Marechals and Pre-
lates, who all humbled.themfelves before his fhrine with the utmoft fub.-
miffion, while he treated them at times in a ftile of confummate haughti-
nefs. Of this .4rchibald Duke of Argyle ufed to relate a remarkable in-
ftance. “His Grace, then Earl of Ilay, going to wait upon Mr Law by
appointment, found the antichambers filled with many of the higheft

quality

* Mem. Reg. ii. 328—330. Hift Syf. iii. 2.

It may perhaps require fome explanation how fo many lIow perfons thould acquire:
large fortunes from nothing, in fo fhort a time, but independent of the rife in the
price of aétions, various indeed were.the ways of doing fo during the Mififipps con-
tagion. Some, either unable or unwilling to go to the Rue Quinguempoix to difpofe
of their fhares, trufted them to others, who received. orders to fell for a certain fum.
On their arrival, they commonly found the price rifen, and without fcruple put the
difference into their own pockets. A gentleman falling fick fent his fervant to dif-
pofe of 250 fhares, for 8000 livres each; and he fold them at the rate of 10,000
livres, making a profit of 500,000 livres, which he appropriated to himfelf, and by
other lucky adventures increafed that fum to upwards of 2 millions. A perfon de-
puted to fell 200 fhares for another, kept himfelf concealed for fome days, during
which time their price rofe fo high that he cleared near a million of livres of profit,.
giving back to his employer, who had been hunting him in vain, only the market
rate of the day on which he was fent to difpofe of the aétions. One De Yofier, truft-
ed with the like number of fhares, to fell for §go livres each, difappeared, but com-
ing back when the {yftem was at its height, prefited immenfely by difpofing of them
at a price greatly advanced. It is likewife to be obferved, that feveral fluctuatiens in the
price of actions happened even in the fame day, infomuch that it was not unufual for
a ftockjobber, by felling with one hand and buying with the other, to come out of
the Rue Quinquempoix in the evening, with the fame number of fhares he had carried
with him in the morning, and 200,000 livres of profit. Gambling alfo was carried
te fuch a height, that it was common for one to lofe or win above a million in a day..
Hift. Syft. ii. 166.
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quality in France ; but being, by fpecial orders, admitted into his pri-
vate apartments, beheld the great man writing what, from the number
and rank of thofe left to wait his leifure, he naturally concluded to be
difpatches of the utmoft confequence. Upon mentioning thefe furmi-
fes to his old friend, it was with no fmall furprize his Lordfhip learned
that he was only writing to his gardener at Lauriffon to plant cabbages
on a particular fpot. After this important epiftle was concluded, he de-
fired the Earl to play a party at picquet, and they accordingly {at down
to that game, at which they continued for a good while, till at length
the great man thought proper to give orders for the admiffion of his
humble fupplicants *. The Baron de Polinitz obferves, in his Memoirs,”
that he has feen Dukes and Peers of France waiting in Mr Law’s anti-
chambers like the meaneft fubjets, and that at laft there was no get-
ting near him without feeing the Swifs porters for entrance at the gate,
the lacqueys for admittance into the antichamber, and the valets for the
privilege of accefs to his prefence chamber or clofet. The audiences
too were very fhort, and the people were quickly difmifled with very
little merchandife for a great deal of money +.
Thofe were now reckoned fupremely bleft, who could obtain one word
or one fmile from that fole difpenfer of the favours of fortune; and no-
thing
* Notwithftanding this well authenticated anecdote, it appears from the Memoires
de Pollnitz, and Madame’s letters, that Mr Law was by no means puffed up with
the adulation lavifhly beftowed on him; but that in general he behaved in an ex-
tremely polite and civil manner to every body. He was particularly attentive to
fuch of his countrymen as were properly recommended to him. My aunt Mrs Pbilp
informs me, that her father, the late Dr Alexander Monro of Auchinbowse, Pro-
feffor of Anatomy in the Univerfity of Edisburgh, vifiting Paris at this period, wait-
ed upon Mr Law, to whom he had letters of introdu&ion. His reception from that
minifter was highly flattering ; and he was accuftomed to fay, that the Comptroller
General was one of the eafieft, moft affable, and beft behaved men he had ever feen,
and bef}owgd fo much time and attention on him, as was pérfeitly aftonithing when
the number, the variety and the importance of the purfuits in which he was then en-

gaged, were confidered.
+ Duclos, ii. 72. Pollmts, ii. 244.
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thing could afford a difinterefted fpe@ator more amulement than to ob-
férve,tbe people running in crowds, prefling each other to death, only
to be feen by Mr Law or his fon, as if one of their glances had the pow-
er to enrich thofe upon whom it 'happened to fall. The former was fo
much plagued with fuitors for aflions, that he could hardly get a moment
of reft either by day or night, every kind of ftratagem being put in prac-
tice, and no money fpared, to procure admiffion into his prefence, even
at the moft unfeafonable hours. Of all bis folicitors, the moft importu-
‘nate were the ladies, who peftered him inceflantly. Madame, the Re-
gent’s mother, in one of her letters, afferts that * Si Laws wvowlit, les
“ femmes Francoifes lui baiferoient la derriere,” all ideas of decency and
delicacy being completely abforbed by the more potent power of ava-
rice; and fhe gives the following very ftriking inftance of the truth of
her affertion. * Un jour qu'il donnuit audience a des dames, il voulut fe.
“ retirer, ayant un fi grand befoin de piffer gu'il n'y tenoit plus. Ces dames
“ M retinrent, il leur enfin fit confidence du befoin qui ke prefoit.  Ob, f
“ ce n'eft que cela, dirent. clles, cela ne fait rien ; piffex toujouss, et ecou-
“tex nous. Et elles reflerent avee lui pendant tout le tems "’ *.
1fhould have hefitated in inferting this anecdote, o extremely firange,
and fo repugnant to every principle of delicacy, on fo flight and
doubtful an authority ; but its truth feems confirmed beyond a doubt,
fince the Marechal Duc de Richelieu, in his lately publithed Memoirs,
fays, «“ Law jouiffoit alors a Paris du refpect de tous les ordres de Uetat,
* Jes Ducheffes lui baifoient les mains, et les Princes lui rendaient Jre-
“ guemment des vifites. Preffé un jour daudience par un grand concours
“ de perfonnes qui avoient a lui parler, et voulant fe retirer pour des be-
s« foins urgens, les dames lui dirent, M_on_/?zig‘neur, S vous n'avex dautre
“ befoin que celui de piffer, ne vous en allex pas, piffex ici, et ecoutex nouss
“ Law fans s'etonner ufa de la permiffion, et piffa en pleine affemblee +.”
Madame relates other inftances of the importunity of her fex. One
Madame

* Fragm. ii. 274.
+ Richelieu, iii. 374.
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Madame de Poucha had ftrained every nerve to be admitted to a dinner

at Madame de Simiani’s, where Mr Law was to have been prefent; but

all her endeavours were ineffetual, it being known he did not chufe to

fee her. She then bethought herfelf of ordering her coach to be driven

before the houfe at dinner time, and dire@ed the coachmen and lac-

queys to give the alarm of fire, which made all the guefts rife from table,

and run into the fireet. On Mr Law’s appearance, fhe jumped out of
her carriage to accoft him, but he took to his heels the. moment he be-

held her face *.

Another lady, more adventurdus, ‘gave orders to her coachman to o-
verturn her carriage whenever he came near Mr Lgw. She, however,
was the firft that perceived him, whereupon fhe roared out, ¢ Overturn the
“ carriage now, you rafcal, overturn the carriage.” The man did fo ac-
cordingly ; and Mr Law courteoufly coming to her affiftance, the lady
confefled that fhe had given {uch orders, in h;pes thereby to have a
chance of procuring the honour of fpeaking to him, an honour to which
the could not otherwife have prefumed to afpire 1. ' '

An old lady was fo particularly eager and importunate in difcourfe
with Mr Law, that not attending fufficiently to her expreffions, in place
of faying, * Faitex moi un conceffion,” the addrefled him in thefe words,
“ Ab Monfieur faitex moi je vous en. pric une conception.”” He could not
refrain from laughing at this droll flip of the tongue, and re plied,"‘ Vous
“ wenez trop tard, il n'y a pas moyen a prefent §”

Mr Law’s family and conneions participated of this univerfal adu-
lation and courtfhip. The Regent defiring to have a Duchefs to per-
forma particular piece of etiquette, that of condu&ing his daughter, the
Princefs of Modena to Genoa, fomebody told him to fend to Lady Cathe-
rine Law's, and he would be fure of finding all the Duchefles in the

- kingdom

* Fragm. ii. 275.

+ Fragm. ii. 276.
1 Fragm, ii. 278.
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kingdom there; although the infolence of that lady was fo great, that
the was accuftomed to fay, there was not a more tirefome animal in the
world than a Duchefs. Her fon had the high honour of being named
" to dance with the young King, Louis XV. in a moft fuperb ballet, di-
retted by the Marecbal de Villeroi. Mifs Law, though then extremely
young, was afked in marriage by feveral of the firft families in Europe,
particularly by the prince of Zarente ; and having iffued cards of invita-
tion for a ball, every perfon who pretended to any diftin&tion thought
it incumbent, ypon them to attend it. The Nuncio, coming among the
firft, paid his compliments to the young Queen of the Aflembly by kifl-
ing her ; which was, even at that time, reckoned an extraordinary mark
-of condefcenfion in the reprefentative of the Pontiff t.
The fituation of France, in Nov. 1719, is thus defcribed by a cotem-
-porary ‘writer. *“ The Bank Notes were ju{f {o much real value which
credit and confidence had created in favour of the ftate. Upon
their appearance, Plenty immediately difplayed herfelf through all the
towns and all the country ; fhe relieved our citizens and labourers from
.the oppreflion of debts which indigence had obliged them to 'conira&;
-fhe enabled the King to liberate himfelf from great part of his debts, and
- to make over to his fubjets more than g2 millions of livres of taxes
" which had been impofed in the years preceding 1719; and more than
35 millions of other duties extinguifhed during the Regency. This
plenty funk the rate of intereft, cruthed the ufurer, carried the valie of
- lands to 8o and 100 years purchafe, raifed up ftately edifices both in
~ town and country, repaired the old houfes which were falling to rum,
improved the foil, gave an additional relifh to every fruit produced by
the earth. Plenty recalled thofe citizens whom mifery had forced to
‘feek their livelihood abroad. In a word, riches flowed in from every
quarter; gold, filver, precious ftones, ornaments- of -every kind which
contribute to luxury and magnificence, came to us from every country
‘ Bb in
t Duclos, ii. 43. Hift, Syf. ii. 19. Fragm., ii. 271,
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~ in . Europe. Whether' thefe " prodigies. or marvellous effells were po-
duced by art, by confidence,. by fear, .or by whim if -you pleafe, ane
“muft agree, that that axt, ‘that confideénee, that fear, or tﬂat whim, had
operated all thefe realities,; whi¢h the antieént adminiftration never: could
haye produced. Thus far the Syftem had produced nothing but good,
-every thing was commendable, and werthy of admngration *.”
Such, according to an eye-witnefs,- were the advantages tefulting to
~ the French, from the eftablithment of public credit among them. Mo~
pey now circulated in the utmoft profufion; .all ranks of people indutged
‘thgmf{elves in"every {pecies of luxury, and the prices of commodities rofe
exceflively. +.. Strangers. of every mation flacked ‘in great numbérs to
Paris to {peculate in the Rocks, -imfomuch that- it wis cimputed there
were no lefs than 305,000 foreigners in that capital in Ndvember 1719,
the gonfequence.of which was 8 prodigious influx of weslth into the
kingdom. ~The -very granasics and magazines were filled with inhabi-
tonts; and fo ‘great.iwas the growd. pf equipages fet up,.that it was
fcarcely poffible to pafs through any ftreet without the utmaft difficulty,
.and even danger. of hurting or killing fome of the dumerous paflengers.
' Fine clothes weve fo much fought after, -that- the fhops.in. Paris. were
. completely ﬁripped‘ of all the velvet and clath. of gold expofed for fale.
. On this account, fevmal ra'naxked that the ‘winter feafon of this year
exhibited more fplendor and brilliancy than the fineft fummer ever feen
.b:forqt, ', . . . C L L
: o : e .,- When
"% Refl. Polmq ii. 330. ' Co :
i 3 The ellor cloth of 1§ liv. fold for' 5o liv. and a pound of coffee rofe from 5o fols

a day By an account ta‘l'{én from ‘the books of the ﬁlverfm:ths of Paris, it appear-
-ed,’that in the courle of three mbnths, thcy had’ made no'lefs than 120,000 dozens
' of plates, befides difhes anfwerable ; reckoning each’ dozen at L. 60, theé total value
of them alome comes to L.7,200,000. Such was the prodigality of fome of the
ﬁock]obbers, that an inftance occurred where one of them gave 200 liv. for a fingle
wood-hen for his dinner ; and green peafe at 100 pdtoles the pint have been ferved

up at fome tables. ;.. 0 A

3 Hift. Syf, ii, x05. waelzeu, ii, 37.
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When this apparently floarithing po(hn!e of affairs was contrafted
with the lamentable fituation in which France was plunged at the death.
of -Louis X1V. it is no wonder that Mr Law, who was confidered as the
author of all that poofperity, fhould be reckoned, as it were, the Saviour
of the kingdom. He was perfedtly idolized by the people, who'looked
en him a5 no way inferior to the King and the Regent, the mob- being
accuftomed to cry-out, Long: live Mr Law, whenever he appeared in
public. The. popular veneration was ftitl further iricreafed by bis mak.
ng, along with lady Gatberine and his fon und daughter, a public pro.
fefion of the Roman Catholic -Religion, which . was done vith great
pomp in the church of thé Recolle@s at Mélun, in December 1719. In
order to ‘mauifeft his zeal and fincerity, he communicated, and made the
bread offerimg, at St Roch, lus parifh chanch, on Chrikmas day'.; -and was
conftituted Honorary Church. Warden thereof;. in room. of the Duc de¢
Noailies, on which eccufion he made p prefent.of 500,000.liv. 16 com.
plete the building of that'edifice. At this feafon his liberality to the
diftreffed was boundlefs; he diftributed another fum of 502,000 liv. a-
mong the Englith at St Germain en Laye, whofe penﬁons had been fup-
prefled ; and having, fome time afterwards, ordered feveral veflels to be
freighted with the fineft fith that could be procured, for {upplying the
inhabitants of Paris during lent, it fo happened that owing to a long
continuance of contrary winds, the firft fhip did oot awive till Eafter
Eve. He thereupon diftributed gratuitouﬂ] ‘the whole cargo of the
fleet among the Mendicant Friars, and other poor communities. He
likewife beftowed vaft fums in alms, and contnihated largely mfhofpitals
and other charitable foundations, beﬁdes making many very valuable’

-

prefents to individuals ¢

- The only obftacle to his ad\tancement bcmg ‘removed 'by'hrs cenver-

fion, Mr Law was, on the 5thi ‘of }‘an 1720, declared | Comytroﬂcr Ge-

neral of the Finances of France, by which bn Jmm m,aamq. what he
..B Bl i e e was

'

i : won
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;; *® Mem. Reg. ii. 369.



196 LAW OF LAURISTON.

fras before in effe®, Firft Minifter of State.. Thus the admiring wotld
beheld an obfcure foreigner, by the mere force of extraordinary genius
-and abilities, rife in the courfe of a few months from a private condition,
to the high ftation of Prime Minifter of the politeft nation in Europe,
which he goverged .for fome time with almoft abfolute power. It muft
be mentioned, to.his.honour, that he voluntarily gave up the whole perqui«
fites as well as the falary, unnexed to his office ; and he was fo little ade
di@ed to Juxury and extravagance, as to take care that the moft regular
order and firi¢tet propriety thould be obferved in the management of
. his houfehold, while, at the fame time, his drefs was remarked for its
plainnefs and fimplicity. - All ranks now vied with each other in paying
court to the new Premier ; the Academy of Sciences elected him one of
their honorary members ; and the followers of the mufes fpared ne pains
in culling the choiceft flowers of the gardens of Parnafus to form wreaths
for adorning his templés, fome {pecimens of which the reader will find
in the fubjoined note {. It was now faid, that he was to be raifed to the
peerage
- t Llufiriffmo nobliffmogue D. D. Law, incomparabilis ingenii Viro,
N EriGrAMMA.

Pallas inexhauftee preecellens lumine mentis

Concilie in fuperum talia dicta dedit ;
- Infyetum tentemus opus, junétique creemus

Mortalem, ingenii qui fit imago mei.

Sefe operi accingunt fuperi, tandemque crearunt .
Mortalem optatum, Lawius ille fuit.

De quodam luds genere apud Miciffipippos.

- Luferont luduntque etiam civefque, ducefgue,
. Et plebs, externis turbaque miffa plagis ; . ,
Nemo perdiderat ; ditat fe quifque ; Deorum
Talem quis ludum finxit, Apollo refer.
Confultus, mora nulla fuit, refpondit Apollo,
Mortalis finxit, non Deus illud opus.
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peerage by the title of Duc de T ancarville; and that the office of Grand
Treafurer was to be revived, and beftowed on him. At this period he
" bad,

At can&tos inter mortales fingere ludum
Talem quis poterat >—Lawius unus erat.

Eidem illuftrifimo noblifimo Viro, Philofopborum Principi.

Inventd fecere Sophi fibi nomen ab arte ;
Haétenus at folum re fine nomen erat.
Nummos mille modis augendi Lawsus artem
Invenit, heec veros ars facit uns Sophos.
—  Obtulit P. S¢ Yobn, Poita Regius

D. Domino Joanni Law viro illuftriffimo, in Scotiwe Scotorumque laudem, Elegta.

Quas tibi pro meritis cantabo carmine laudes,
Stotia ! qua potero dicere digna tui?
Scotus dat Gallis normam, legefque perennes,
Et regem et regnum captat amore fuo.
S¢ quis et in populo miretur talia dita,
Ingeniumque tanti, ponderet ipfe viri,
Dibvitias altas cun&is e finibus orbis
" Attrahit, et Martsis non timet ille manum,
Quae divifa alii faciunt per fascula multa,
Ille fuo ingenio, vel meliora facit;
Ferrza fzcla abeunt, veniunt ep aurea nobis !
Flumina nunc la&tis, flumina mellis eunt.
Quifquis dives erit, nemo eft jam pauper in urbe,
Argenti pondus fluminis inftar abit.
Tot veniunt Angli, Batavi, gentifque fuperbss,
Ut credas ullas vix habitare domos.
Masarin, Colbert,' Louvois, cun&ique miniftri,
Non Scotum poterat @quiparare virum.
Omnia confilia fiunt heec legis et arte
Coafilium legis, Regis, et Urbis idem.
Si numerare licet quee Scotos fecit ab annis,
Humaai generis vix ca fafte putes,
. Aceips
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had, without any follicitation on his part, a pardon fent him from Emg-
Jand for the murder of Mr Wilfon; his native city of. Edinbwrgh, proud
of having produced fo great a man, tran{mitted to him the freedom
thereof in a gold box of the value of L. 3oc fterling *; and he negoci-
ated with Lord Londonderry for the purchafe of Pies’s famous diamond,
long the brighteft jewel in the French Crown +.

A Britifh nobleman who at that time vifited Paris, faid, in a3 public
advertifement, that Mr Law appeared a Minifter far above all the paft
age had known, the prefent could conceive, or the future could be-
lieve ; that he had eftablifhed public credit in a country that was be-
come a proverb for the breach of it ; and that he had thewn the French
people that LZowis X1V. was not able, with his unlimited authority, to
take more away from, thaa he had reftered to, them }. ~

During thefe important tranfactions, and for fome years preceding,
the place of Ambaflador from Ergland to the Court of Paris was filled
by the Earl of Stair, a nobleman as much diftinguifbed for courage and
conduct in the field as for ability in the cabinet. Seweral of his let.

ters

Accipe Loudoici, queis tu cumularis honores ;
- Accipe, funt animi munera digna tui.
Perge, age, velivolum duc puppim in dltum,
Et faveant ceeptis profpera fata tais.
Artis cultores, cum fis qui-diligis omnes,
Sis mihi confilium, prazfidiumque rogo.
© Dui obfervantdfiimus
‘ Barry.

A ftriking likenefs of Mr Law being engruved in‘a very expeafive woanoer, the fol-

lowing infcription was put beneath.
Principe fub reto Gallorum feeptra tenents,
Publica nunc reét¢ Quaftor hic -tora vegit:
ZEraque tractandi fumma perfeGtus fn arte
Et Regem et populum divitetn mrtrmque facit.

* In the diploma, which is dated et Edinburgh sth Meg. Yypy, the is:ftded the
Right Hon. Yobn Law, Lord and Earl of Fascareille, DiteSor:Oenerdl okithe Roy-
ol Bahk and India Company of the kingdom of France.

+ Mem. Reg. ii. 358. Fragm. ii. 292, Richelies iii. 27. Duclos ii. 134.

Salmon’s Chronology, ii. 101,



LAW OF LAURISTON. - 109

ters to Mr Craggs, the then Sccrefary of State, are publifbed in the Hard-
wicke Colleion of State Papers; and the following extracts from them
will fhew in what a formidable light his Lordfhip viewed the power and
abilities of his countryman, with whom, it would appear, he was on very
indifferent terms..

[}
.

[

-
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[
“
“
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“ You muft henceforth look upon Mr Law as the firft Minifter, whofe
daily difcourfe is that he will raife France to a much greater height
than ever fhe was, upon the rvin of England and Holland. You may
eafily imagine I (hall not be a Minifter for his purpofe. He is very

- much difpleafed with me already, becaufe 1 did not flatter his vanicy by

putting into the Mififippi. 1 did not think it became the King’s Am- .
baffador to give countenance to fuch a thing, or an example to qthers to
withdraw their effe@s from England, to put them into the ftocks here,
which would bave been readily followed by many. 1 have been in
the wrong to myfelf to the value of thirty or forty thoufand pounds,
which I could eafily have gained, if I had put myfelf, as others did,
into Mr Law’s-hands; but I thought it 1y duty, confidering my fta-
tion, not to do fo $.” —— “ 1 come now to take notice of one thing’
to you, which, in my opinion is very much to be minded, and that is
the fpirit, behaviour and ducourfe ot the man, whom from henceforth
‘you mutft look upon as the firft Minifter, and that is Mr Law. ke, in
all his dilcouife, pretends he will fet France much higher than ever
fhe was before, and put her in a condition to give the law to all Ey-
rope ; that he can ruin the trade and credit of Esgland and Holland
whenever he pleafes; that he can break our Bank whenever he has a
mind, and our Eaft India Company. He faid publicly the other day
at his own table, when Lord Londonderry was prefent, that there was
but one great kingdom in Europe, and one great town, and that was
France and Paris. He told Pist that he would bring down our Eaft
“ lndia

® xft Sep. 1719,
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“ India ftock, and entered into articles with him to fell him at twelve
“ months hence, L 100,000 of ftock, at. eleven per cent under the pre-
“ fent current price. You may imagine what we have to apprehend
¢ from a man of this temper, who-makes no fcruple to declare fuch
« yiews, and who will have all the power and all the credit at this
“« Court *.”

« My dear Craggs, take my word for it, Law's plan is formed to de-
¢ firoy the King and his Government, and our nation ; and he will cer-
“ tainly bring his Mafter intoit; nor is there any other way to divert
4 him from that defign, but by thewing the Matfter that it is dangerous
 for him to attack us. There is nothing but an appearance of ftrength
¢ and firmnefs on our ﬁde,‘or the mifcarriage of Law’s Syftem on this
« fide, can fave us from a war with France; and no perfonal credit that
“ any body may flatter themfelves they may have with the Duke of
“ QOrleans will fignify any thing to divert it +.”

"« 1 am afraid our
« people in England think too negletfully of Mr Law’s fchemes. I

“ own to you, that as this kingdom is difpofed, there is great odds to be
¢ laid that it will mifcarry ; but it is not impoffible, far from it, that it
“ may hold long enough to do us a great deal of mifchief. Another
* thing I dare be bold to fay, it cannot fucceed without undoing us;
and if Mr Law can compafs our ruin, I think he isin a fair way to car-
“ ry througli his proje&t in France ; 1 know Mr Law thinks fo too, and
¢ that being the cafe, we may be very fure he will do us all the mifchief
“ in his power. You cannot think that power is fmall, confidering the
% abfolute authority he hasacquired over the Regent 1.” -

To countera®, as much as poffible, what he thus appears to have
dreaded, Lord Stair thought it neceflary to endeavour to fhake Mr Law’s
credit with the Duke of Orleans, by making the latter jealous of his Mi-

«“

nifter’s
* gth September, 1719.
+ 12th March 1720.
1 30th April 1720,



- LAW OF LAURISTON. 20t

fiifter’s ambition, and apprehenfive of ruin from his proceedings. His
Lordthip reprefented that, by his vanity and prefumption, the Comp-
troller General was leading his Highnefs into great dangers and incon.
veniencies both at honte and abroad ; that by going too faft, and by tak-
ing arbitrary meafures, he was in a’ way to ruin the Regent’s credit with
the nation, as well as to overturn the whole {yftem of the finances;
while, by his difcourfe and his conduc, he was doing every thing that
lay in his power to deftroy the good underftanding that fubfiftéd be-
twixt his Royal Mafter and his Highnefs, and betwixt his Highnefs and the
reft of his allies. He bade the Duke beware how he trufted the reins of
‘his chariot to that Phaeton Lazy, as he would certainly overturnit; and,
in fhort, made ufe of every argument he could think of|, as well to preju-
dice the Regent againft the Comptroller General, as to prevent the lat-
ter from gaining an abfolute afcendency over his Highnefs’s mind *.

1 fuppofe it will be no difficult matter to determine whether this con-
duct of Lord Stair, in trying to render the Regent  fufpicious of a Mini-
fter who, whatever were his defigns againft Britain, he muft have been
confcious, ferved his Prince with fidelity, was confiftent with the princi-
ples of honour, however it might have been juftified on the fcore of
political expediency. But all thefe machinations recoiled on the
Ambaffador’s head ; for the Britith Miniftry beginning to entertain the
moft ferious apprehenfions of danger from the power and abilities of the
Comptroller General, and dreading that Lord Stair’s meafures would
have no other effe® than to irritate him the more againtt England, de-
termined to facrifice that nobleman to their fears. They accufed him
of endeavouring to embroil England with France, in order to gratify his
private pique againft Mr Law, to whom they now thought it neceffary
to make all forts of advances, in hopes of making him lay afide his ill
will and ill defigns againft his native country ; and for this purpofe dif-
patched no lefs a perfon than Earl Stanbope, one of the Secretaries of

Cc State,

* Lord Stair's letters, pafim.
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State, to Paris.. Upon his Lordfhip’s arrival, he thought fit to acknow-
ledge Mr Law as firft Minifter, and affected to confider him as a much
greater man than Cardinal Richelieu, or Cardinal Mazarine had been ; he
alfo promifed in name of his Court that his fon fhould get the command of
a regiment ; and engaged to bring his brother-in-law, the Earl of Ban-
bury, into the Houfe of Lords. He moreover told the Regent, that the
King was very. well fatisfied with Mr Law, and did not, in any manner,
complain of him ; that what Lord S¢air bad faid was without any autho-
rity from his Court, and even contrary to orders; and that, for fo doi‘ng,
he fhould be recalled. This truly great nobleman being accordingly
foon afterwards recalled in difgrace, was not employed in any civil or
military capacity for more than twenty years, and during that time liv-
ed at Newlifton, in a moft frugal manner, having put his eftate into the
hands of truftees, in order to pay off the debts contracted during this
embafly, one of the moft fplendid and magnificent on record, as Go-’
vernment refufed to difcharge them. The Comptroller General thus
beheld thefe attempts to fhake his power ferve no other purpofe than
to eftablifh it the more firmly, and triumphed over one of the ableft
and moft deferving Minifters Britain ever {ent abroad *.

At this high pinnacle, idolized by the French, dreaded by the other
European ftates, and courted by that kingdom who had paflfed a fen-
tence of outlawry upon him, we will leave Mr Law for a while, and go
on with the hiftory of the Syftem. .

The credit of the Bank and of the India Company had arrived at its
acme in Nov. 1719, fhares of the latter felling for more than 10,000 liv.
each ; and fuch was the abundance of money in the former, that the Di-
re&ors agreed to lend any fum on proper fecurity, at an annual intereft
of only two per cent. To increafe the good humour and confidence

"of the public, when the annualrent of the loan of 100 millions
from the Company to the King was reduced one per cent, by
which

* Lord Stair’s letters, pafim,
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_his Majefty made a faving of one million of livres a year, the Re-
gent, at the requeft of that bod);, abolifhed the taxes on oil, tallow and pa-
per,amountingto 1,063,000liv. annually, and he moreover remitted arrears
of duties due to the King, to the extent of 52,178,546 liv. The Coma
pany likewife, of their own accord, fupprefled the tax of 24 deniers in
the livre on fith, part of the genéral farms affigned to them, a tax that
ufed to produce 200,000 liv. a year; actions that could not fail to be
very acceptable to the people, who became. more than ever enamoured
of the Syftem *. |

In the midft of this general delirium, however, a conftant drain of
fpecie from the Bank was obfervable. This was occafioned by the con-
du@ of feveral of the original proprietors of the India Company, who, a-
ftonifhed at their exorbitant gains, could think of nothing but convert-
ing their fhares into gold and filver, which they either hoarded up, or
remitted abroad ; infomuch that it was computed no lefs than 500 mil-
lions of livres, the property of perfons of that defcription, had been fent
out of France 4. This circumftance, united to the prodigious quantity

- Cca2 of

# Examen. i. 315. Hift. Syft. ii. 5. ,

t Verncfobre de Laurieu, a Pruffian of mean origin, whom Mr Law had patroniz-
ed, and appointed one of the cafhiers of the Royal Bank, having found means to re-
mit near 40 millions of livres to England, Holland, and Germany, difappeared at once,
to the no fmall coafternation of the India. Company. Returaing to his native coun-
try, his prodigions wealth oceafioned him, although no better than an infamous rob-
ber, to be received with open arms by perfons of the higheft diftinétion in Pruffa,
where he was advanced to the firft places in the financial department, and homoured
-with the order of the Black Eagle. One M. Le¢ Cruennois having gained feversl mil-
lions by the fisft operations of the {yftem, carried them into England, where he in-
creafed his wealth by fpeculating in the South Sea funds. Bourdon and La Richar-
diere, two famous ftockjobbers, remitted hundreds of thoufands of louis d’ or to
England, along with a great quantity of diamonds, and feveral cargoes of brandy, a
commodity they had eagroffed. One Vermalet, having gained more than a million
of livres, converted them into fpecie, and carried the whole to Holland, in a cart

loaded with hay and ftraw, driven by himfelf. — Hift. Syft. i. 175, 187. ii, 46.iv.
38, 42. '
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of gold and filver made into plate far the rich Miffifippians, was the caufe
that there {carcely remained in the kingdom a fufficiency of fpecie for
ordinary circulation, With the view of averting the danger with which
thefe praftices threatened the Syftem, and alfo of guarding againft a run
upon the Bank, which it was natural to apprehend would infallibly take
place when the State -Creditors were paid off, as it was now propofed to
difcharge their demands, feveral edi@ts were iffued during the months of -
Fan. Feb. and March 1720. By thefe, payments in fpecie were reftrict-
ed to fmall fums (fo low as 100 liv, in gold, and 10 liv, in filver,) the
ftandard ef the coin was kept in a continual ftate of fluctuation ; bank
notes were declared to remain always invariable, and even to be cur-
rent at 5(and in fome cafes 10) per cent above the {pecie; all rents, tax-
s, and cuftoms were ordered to be paid in notes ; and plate was prohi-
bited to be made without the Royal licence. Thefe, and other fimilar
edi@s now publifhed, ferved the double purpofe of increafing the pro-
fits of the Mint to the India company, and throwing gold and filver out
~of circulation ; fo that it would appear, Mr Law now began to entertain
‘zhe idea of abolifhing the ufe of fpecie altogether, efpecially fince per-
miflion was given to every one to export coin and the metals of which
it was made. But what crowned all was the famous edi& of the 27th
| Feb. 1720, prohibiting individuals, and fecular or religious communities,
(fome privileged officers excepted) from having in their poffeffion more
than 500 liv. in fpecie, under pain of a heavy fine, and confifcation of
the fums found ; an edict which could not fail to produce the moft dif-
agreeable confequences upon the peace of families, rendering the near-
eft relations fufpicious of each other, and parents apprehenfive of their
children turning informers. Several were convited of, and punifhed
for, contravening this edict, among others a Dire&or of the India Com-
pany ; but it had in the main fo much effe&, as to occafion the people
to run in crowds to the Bank, to exchange their fpecie for paper, and t»
think themfelves happy when they had accomplifhed that end. The
sagernefs manifefted to get near the tellers for that purpofe induced
one



. 4

LAW OF LAURISTON. 205

one to fay to fome of thefe importunate perfons. “ Do not be afraid, gen-
“ tlemen, that your money fhould be fuffered to remain on your hands,
¢ 1 will engage that all fhall be taken from you.” It was faid that a-

" bove 300 millions of livres were paid in coin into the Bank betwixt the

27th Feb. and 1ft April 1720 ; a great fum, but yet little more than one
fifth of the computed fpecie of the kingdom, for feveral individuals, who
.could not be perfuaded that paper was of equal value to gold and filver,
hoarded up, without intermiffion, all thefe precious metals they could
procure, notwithftanding the penalties denounced by the before men-
tioned edi@, which was followed by another of the 11th of March, for-
bidding any payment whatever to be made in {pecie *,

On the 213d of Feb. 1720, the Royal Bank was incorporated with the
Company of the Indies, the King remaining guarantee of the Bank notes,
.of which none were, after that date, to be fabricated, except in virtue of
«edi@s of Council. His Majefty moreover gave up to the Company all
the profits made by the Bank fince he had taken it into his hands in

Dec. 1718 ; and the public entertaining the idea that thefe profits were-

immenfe, this contributed to raife higher than ever the reputation of the
India Cempany’s opulence. For fome time previous and fubfequent to
this incorporation, the fabrication of Bank notes went on at fo great a
rate, that upwards of 2000 millions were ftruck off between the 29th
Dec. 1719 and the 1t May 1720; and during this period, it appears
that a final conclufion was put to the reimburfement of the National
LCreditors, by thefe notes, in confequence whereof the government fecu-
rities granted to them were withdrawn and cancelled +.

The refpeGtable Author of the Inquiry into the Principles of Political
Oeconomy fuppofes that it now was the intention of the Regent to dif-
ppofe of as many of the fhares he already poffefled, and of thofe which the
Company were bound to fell to his Royal Highnefs, (he aiI'erts, at the

rate

* Stewart ii. 265. Examen. i, 319. 344. Mem. Reg. ii, 300.
+ Examen, i, 340.
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rate of 5000 liv. each,) as would retire the amount of the national debt
already difcharged, and then to deftroy the Bank notes fo withdrawn.
The whole public debts of France would confequently have been con-
verted into fhares of the India Company, who would have become re-
fponfible to the refpective proprietors for the dividend on the fhares
thus difpofed of, and to the Regent for that on thofe which might
have remained in his pofleffion. If we fuppofe the price of fhares dur-
ing fo great an operation not to have fallen below 10,000 liv. each, the
amount of the whole national debt would have been withdrawn by the
fale of 200,000 fhares. In that cafe, the Regent would fill have
éoo,ooo fhares left in his hands; and the dividend on thefe, at
200 liv. éach, amounting to 40 millions, being dedu@ed from the 48
millions payable annually by the King as the intereft of the loan from
‘the Company, leaves a remainder of 8 millions, all that his Majefly would
have to pay, inftead of 8o miillions as at firft. This-fum of 8 millions
might even have been altogether extinguifhed, if either the price of
-fhares or the guantum of dividend had fncreafled, or the rate of interelt
been funk to a degree fufficient to anfwer that purpofe *.

The affertion that the Gompany were bound to fell the Regent
300,000 a&ions, at 5ooo liv. each, feems to be unfounded, no fuch a-
greement appearing amoag the edi@s of council +. It muft be allowed,
however, thht the above mentioned plan was both probable and feafible ;
fince by felling the fhares of the Company, and deftroying the paper re-
ceived for them, no notes except fuch as had been iffued for value by
the Bank, would have remained in circulation. The Bank confequent-
ly having itim their power to anfwer all demands, their credit would have

' .been completely eﬁabhfhed and confirmed. Whether the Regent en-

tertained

* Stewart, 1i. 267.

+ It appears that in Fune 1720, the Company were in pofleflion of 300,000 ac-
tions ; and that the Regent had 100,000 fhares belonging to him. When the Bank
was incorporated with the Company of the Indies, it was agreed by them to purchafe
thefe 100,000 fhares at the rate of gooo liv. each, payable by inftallments ; an agree--

ment the fubfequent calamities prevented from being completed. Examen. i, 343.
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tertained any fuch defign is, however, merely conjeural, for the time
now approached with hafty firides, when the public credit 6f France,
high as it had been raifed, was at once to give way, involve many in
widely extended ruin, and crufh its accomplithed author, who certainly
merited a better fate. The following fieps led to this ftrange and un«
expected event. . -
The envy that generally is the attendant on perfons raifed to high of-
fices of ftate, Mr Law could not fail to have the misfortune of experien-
cing; and in his cafe was heightened in a very inveterate degree, from
the circumflance of his being a foreigner. He was hated by almoft all
the miniftry, and obnoxious to the old retainers of the Court. Cardinal
Du Bois in particular, formerly the Regent’s tutor, a man not to be e-
qualled in wickednefs and profligacy, could not, without pain, obferve,
his wonted influence over the mind of his old pupil quite deftroyed by
the {uperior attrations of the Comptroller General, who, he had reafon
to {ufpe®, was determined to have him difmiffed from his office. This
made him attémpt all methods to injure Mr Law 1in the opinion of the
Regent, in which he was joined by feveral of his colleagues; while, at
the fame time, the great men of the Court, enriched beyond their ut- .
moft hopes, flackened in their zeal for, and turned cool towards the in-
terefts of, the Prime Minifter. The Farmers General, irritated by the
lofs they fuftained by taking the great farms into their hands, combined
againft Mr Law, and the Parliament of Pari.f.‘ who reckoned that gen-
tleman their moft bitter enemy, leagued themfelves with thefe rich and
powerful financiers. The united efforts of fuch a number of antagonifts
appear to have made a deep impreflion on the Regent, from the follow-
ing paffages in a letter of Lord Stair, dated 12th March. 1720. ¢ You
“ may depend upon it, that Law is mightily thaken in his mafter’s good
“ o.pinion, who, within thefe few days paft, has ufed him moft cruelly
¢ to his face, and calling him all the names that can be thought of,
« knave and madman, &c. He told him he did not, know what hindered
“ him to fend him to the Baftile, and that there was never one fent
' ¢ thither
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« thither deferved it half fo well. This fcene happened in the prelence
¢ of Le Blanc, (the Secretary at War.) The Duke of Orleans was upon
“ the chaife percee when Law came in. The Duke was in fuch a paf-
¢ 'fion that he ran to Zaw with his breeches about his heels, and made
“ him the compliment above mentioned *.” It however appears by o-

ther letters from his Lordfhip, of a later date, that Mr Law foon regain-
ed a great thare of the Regent’s confidence, though his Highnefs could
not erafe from his mind, the impreffion he had received from the reite-
rated unfavourable reports made by his enemies. But an opportunity
foon afterwards occurred, and was eagerly embraced by them, of engag-
ing the Duke in a fcheme which completely ruined the great defigns of
the Comptroller General, by putting an end to his plans of public cre-
dit and national afluence {. ‘
It has been before mentioned, that at the firft of May 1720, Bank
- notes had been fabricated to the amount of above 2600 millions of livres.
The fpecie in the kingdom was eftimated, at the rate of 65 livres to the
marc, at 1300 millions. Cardinal Du Bois, M. D’ Argenfon, and others
of the Miniftry, now reprefented to the Regent that it was become abfo-
lutely neceflary to form an equal proportion betwixt the notes and the
coin, by either raifing the denomination of the latter to 130 liv. the
' marc,
* From the conclufion of this letter we learn, that the tares of his_ﬁation, the pref-
fure of bufinefs, or the adulation fo lavifhly beftowed on him, or perhaps all thefe
caufes, combined, bad begun to affe® the Minifter’s brain. “ Law’s head is fo heated,
« that he does not fleep at nights, and has formal fits of frenzy. He gets out of bed
< almoft every night, and runs, ftark ftaring mad, about the room, making a terri-
s ble noife, fometimes finging and dancing; at other times, fwearing, ftaring, and
¢ ftamping, quite out of himfelf. Some nights ago, his wife, who had come into -
“ the room upon the noife he made, was forced to ring the bell for people to come
¢ to her afliftance. The officer of Law’s guard was the firft that came, and found
« Law in his fhirt, who had fet two chairs in the middle of the room, and was dan-
« cing round them, quite out of his wits. This fcene the officer of the guard told
« Le Blanc, from whom it came to me by a very fure conveyance.”——Hardwicke

State Papers.
t Mafillon, 147, Richelieu, iil. 45.
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marc, by which the 300 millions of fpecie would have been augmented
to 2600 millions; or reducing the value of the notes one half, that is,
to 1300 millions. This extraordinary point was debated in council ;
fome of the members, among whom was the Comptroller General, con-
tended ftrenuoufly for letting matters ftand as they were; or if it was
judged neceflary to adoptone of the alternatives, they propofed to raife
the denomination of the {pecie, a meafure that had frequently been prac-
tifed before. The majority of the council, however, who bore no good
will to Mr Law, favouring the propofition for lowering the value of the
paper, it was at lait, after a profound deliberation, determined to iffue an
edi& for that purpofe *. '

Accordingly, on the 21t of May 1720, an edi¢t was publithed, ftat-
ing, that the King having judged that the general intereft of his fubje@s
required that the price, or nominal value of the India Company's ac-
sions, and of Bank notes, fhould be leffened, for maintaining a juft pro-
portion between them and the coin and other commodities of the
kingdom ; his Majefty ordered that the fharesof the Company fhould
be reduced, beginning from the day of the publication of the prefent
edid, to 8000 liv. ; —on the] 1ft of Fuly to 7500 liv.; — on the 1t of Auy.
to 9000 liv. ; —and fo on by 500 liv. a month till the :ft of Dec. when
they were to remain fixed at 5000 liv. That the Bank notes thould al-
fo be reduced, fo as they fhould be received in payments from that date
at the following rates; viz.-thofe of 10,000 liv. for 8cco liv. thofe of
1000 liv. for 800, of ico for 8o, and of 1e for 8. That on the 1ft of
Fuly thefe notes fhould be further reduced, thofe of 10,000 liv. to
9500 liv. and fo on at the rate of 500 liv. a month, the leffer notes be-
ing reduced in the like proportion, till the 1ft of Dec. when it was de-
clared that the Bank notes fhould remain fixed, thofe of 10,000 liv. at

a Dd 5000

® Stewart, ii. 268,
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5000 liv. thofe of 1000 at 500, thofe of 100 at 50, and thofe of 10 at 3
livres *. )
. That this unjuftifiable and fatal ftep was taken in oppolfition to the
advice of the Comptroller General; is aflerted upon the autherity of his
nephew, M. Law de Laurifton, who fuys * On fe decida, malgre I’ avis
“ de M. Law, et fur fon rapport cependant, p}u':qu’il etoit Controleur Ge-
“ neral des Finances, mais peu ecouté, de luncer I'arret, &ec.” Indeed, it
feems hardly credible, that one fo intimately converfant in the princi-
ples of public credit as Mr Law was, could approve of a proceeding dia-
metrically oppofite to them. Several, who can not be fuppofed to
be biafled by finifter motives, unite in declaring that the Comptroller
General had no hand in the framing of that fatal edi®, which they al-
ledge was the work of M. I’ Argenfon. The author of the Hiftory of
the Syftem fays in dire& terms, that Mr Law ftrongly oppofed the iffu.
ing of the edi®, contending that the leaft fympton of reduion would
for ever put an end to all confidence and credit ; and fome go fo far as
to maintain, on the authority of aletter from a Duke and Peer of Framce
to an Englifh nobleman, that the other European States entertaining fe-
rious apprehenfions that, in the event of the Syftem’s being attended
with fuccefs, the confequent increafe of the power and wealth of France
would prove prejudicial to their interefts, the Minifters of the Quadruple
Alliance concerted the mode of occafioning the mifcarriage of that pro-
je, and fuggefted it to the enemies of Mr Law t.
Be the caufe as it may, the edit was publifhed ; and the confequences’
of this fhameful infraCtion of the Royal engagement, which folemnly
promifed that whatever alterations fhould take place on the coin, the

Bank

AY

¢ Hift. Syft. iii. 149. Recherches et Confiderations fur les Finances de France, vi.
336. :

+ Hift. Syft. ii. 196. iii. 146, Examen i. 360. Refl. Polit. i. 235. La fecret du
fyfteme de M. Law devoilé, en deux lettres ecrites par un Duc ¢t Pair de Franee, a
un Milord Anglois. La Haye 1721, p. p 46.
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B_a'nk notes fhould always remain invariable, and be paid in full, were
fuch as might have been expe@ed. From that moment .
Omnia fatis '

In pejus ruere, ac retro fublapfa referri,
the whole paper fabric fell at once to the ground, the notes loft all cre-

dit, none would meddle with them ; and the avenues of the Bank being
blocked up by foldiers, there was no poflibility of getting near the tel
lers, fo that the day following, May 22d, any one might have ftarved
with 100 millions in paper money in his pocket *.

The confternation with which all ranks were ftruck on the publica-
tion of this fatal edict being quickly converted into rage, it became ne-
ceflary to ftation a number of troops in different qﬁarters of Paris, to
bridle the fury of the mob, from whofe outrageous difpofition a fecond
tragedy of St Bartbolomew was dreaded. Diforder and confufion reign-
ed every where, feditious and inflammatory libels were pofted up and dif-
tributed, and the life of the Regent himfelf was threatened ; but that
Prince, among whofe failings want of courage certainly never could be
reckoned, difregarding thefe menaces, continued to give public audience

every day in the Palais Royal .
Dda2 . In

® Stewart ii. 268. ‘
t In this feafon of calamity, the French, with their chara&eriftical levity, could
not refrain from fporting with their own misfortunes in epigrams and other jeux
d’ efprit; the following are fele@ed from an infinity of produ&tions of that nature,
publithed at that time. .
Lundi j’ achetai des A&ions ;
Mardi je gagnai des millions ;
Mercredi j’arrangeai mon menage ;
Jeudi je pris un equipage ;
Vendredi je m’en fus au bal ;
Et Samedi a I Hépital. . o
To the Abbé (afterwards Cardinal) de Tencsm, who had the principal hand in Mr
" Law's converfion, for which he was rewarded with the Bithoprick of Gremoble.
Foin de ton zele feraphique
Malheureux 4bbé de Tencin!
Depuis que Laws eft catholique,
Tout le royaume eft capugin,
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In this emergency, the Parliament of Paris called an extraordinary
meeting to deliberate upon the fituation of affairs ; and the refult of this
meeting was fending a deputation, compofed of their principal members,
to the Regent, to demand the revocation of the edict of the 2 1ft-of May.
Upon their reprefentation, this was accordingly done by another edi
dated May 27, eftablithing the paper at its former denomination. But
all confidence being now gone, this edi€t had no other effect than to in-
creafe the mifchief, by throwing again into the channel of commerce
notes univerfally difcredited, with which knavifth perfons paid and ruin-
ed their lawful creditors ®*. To render matters worfe, payment was the
fame day ftopped at the Bank, commiffaries being fent to feal up the
repofitories, and to examine the Accompt Books. This was done un-
der] pretext of enquiring into frauds alleged to have been committed by
the clerks, but in reality to prevent the fpecie from being paid away
in exchange for notes; and this procedure did not fail to increafe the
diforder and confufion of affairs t.

The diftrefs of the people may eafily be concelved to have been ex-
treme, when it is confidered that -at the time the Bank thus flopped
payment, no lefs than 2,235,085,590 liv. of notes were in circulation {.
It now became neceflary to iffue an edi&, permitting all perfons to
have in their pofleflion whatever fums in fpecie they thought proper,
and a quantity of filver was fent to the Commiffaries of each feion of

~ Paris, to give in change for fmall notes to thofe that had the moft pref-
fing occafion for fupply. On the 10th of Fune, the Bank was opened

for

* The prefident de Novion having fome months preceding, fold an eftate to Mr
Law for 400,000 liv. in gold, and having referved a right of redemption within a
ftated period, his fon availing himfelf of that claufe, at this junfure repaid the pur-
chafer with notes.

t Rickelien, iii. 28, Hift. Syf. ii. o1.iii. 159. Stewart, ii. 270. Mem. Reg.
iii. 4.

t The total amount of notes fabricated by this time was, 2s has been before ftat-
ed, 2,696,400,000 liv. and of them 461,316,410 liv. remained on the 27th May in
the Bank, which was alfo poflefled of 336/011,050 liv. in fpecie. Strwars, ii. 291,
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for the payment of notes of 10 liv; on the 11th, it was announced that
the notes of 100 liv. were to be changed there into fmall notes, only one
to be brought by each perfon coming for that purpofe; and the 12th
and 13th were appointed for the payments of notes of 10 liv. This
being the only place where fpecie could be procured, it is no won-
der that the confluence of people there fhould be immenfe ; and accord.
ingly, fcarcely a day paffed without fome being fuffocated or cruth-
ed to death in the crowd. On the gth of Fuly, an incredible throng of
people affembled at the entrance of the Bank on the fide of the Maza-
rin Gardens. The guards took care that a very fmall number fhould
be admitted ; and the gate being immediately fhut, thofe on the out-
fide began to be very clamorous, and to throw ftones at the door, and
into the gardens, which was returned from within ; .and one of the fol-
diers firing his piece through the key hole, killed a coachman, and
wounded a citizen in the fhoulder. At laft the gate was opened; but
the guards being ranged in the infide with fixed baydnets, few chofe to
venture within their reach, and thofe who did fo paid dear for their te-
merity, feveral being wounded, and one run through the body. The
17th of Fuly being appointed for the payment of notes of 100 liv. fo ex-
traordinary a concourfe affembled, ami their ftruggles were fuch, that it
is faid no lefs than 20 perfons were fuffocated ; this occafioned a dread-
ful ferment among the Parifians, which was quelled with great difficul-
ty, by the prudent conduc of M. Ze Blanc, Secretary at War ®,

It may well be fuppofed that the notes would be retired but very
flowly in this manner; therefore, in order to give vent to the deluge of
paper that overwhelmed the nation, 25 millions of perpetual annuities,
at the rate of 40 years purchafe, and 4 millions of annuities on
lives, at 25 years purchafe, were conftituted in June 1720, In
Fuly following, Books of Accompts Current and Transfers, to the extent

of

¢ Examen ii, 25, Richelicn, iii. 320. Duclos ii. 3. Mem. Reg. [iii. 7. Stewa}t,.ii.
270. ,
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of 600 millions, were opened at the Bank, and in fuguf, 8 millions more
-of perpetual annuities, at the rate of 50 years purchafe, were iffued. By
thefe methods, it was expected that upwards of 20co millions of notes
would have been retired, and the notes fo retired were direed to be
burnt; but notwithftanding the eager defire of the people to get rid
of their paper money, the unfavourable nature of the terms made feve-
ral hefitate. It was therefore found neceflary on the 15th of Auguft to
publifh an edi declaring that the notes of lo‘oéo and 1co00 liv. thould
have no currency, except for the purchafe of annuities and Bank Ac-
compts, or for the fupplemental payments direGted to be made on the
actions ; and by a fubfequent edi®, all payments whatever in notes
were prohibited, after the 1ft of November 1720. The confequence was,
that many having negle&ed the opportunities of funding their Bank
notes within the limited time, in hopes they would again recover their
credit, or that better terms might be obtained, great fums of thefe
“notes were irreparably loft, remaining ufelefs at this day in the pof-
feflion of individuals *. ‘

With regard to the fhares of the India Company ; it was by edict of the3d
of Fune 1720, ordered that the 100,000 fhares belonging to the King, and
300,000 that were in the Company’s hands, fhould be committed to the
flames, and that 200,060 new fhares fhould be made, and given to thofe in-
dividuals who brought back their old fhares, they either making a fupple-
mental payment of 3000 liv on each, or getting two new fhares in return
for every three they brought back. The dividend on each fhare was fix-

ed

" ¥ Stewart, ii. 271.—A remarkable proof of this occurred 6th Sep. 1790, fhortly
after the Conftituent Affembly of France had iffued affgnats, which, it is almoft un-~
neceflary to mention, are notes fecured on landed property belonging to the public.
A perfon was obferved in the gardens of the T2uillerses, with a crowd about him,
examining fome papers. Thefe papers turned out to be a parcel of Law’s Bank
notes, amounting to upwards of 100,000 liv. which, it was imagined, had been giv-
en him by fome ariftocrate, to diftribute to the multitude, in order to prejudice them
againft the affignats. This the man denjed, affirming that they had been in his pof-
feflion feveral years. ’
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ed at 360 liv. and the privileges of the Company were at the fame time
increafed and extended ; it being ftated, that their affairs were in a
flourithing fituation, their books kept in exa@ order, the produce of the
farms augmented, and that 105 thips with valuable cargoes, not reckon-
ing a number of brigantines and frigates, had failed, or were on the point
of failing, to their fettlements. Soon afterwards, 50,000 new fhares
were ordered to be made, making in all 250,000 fhares; and on the
24th Of. 172¢, an edi& appeared, dire@ing a lift of all the original pro-
prietors of fhares of the India Company to be made out. Such as fill
poflefled the full number for which they had f{ubfcribed, were ordered
to bring them back, to remain in depofit with the Company ; and thofe
who had fold either the whole or part of their fhares, were required to
complete the number originally belonging to them, by purchdfing from
the Company, the fhares in which they were deficient, at the rate of
13,500 liv. each *.

This edi& could not fail to occafion a confiderable degree of alarm a.
morig the old ftockjobbers, many of whom prepared immediately to leave
France; fo that it was found neceffary on the 29th of O¢. to prohibit,
under pain of death, any perfon from departing out of the kingdom )
without exprefs pefmiﬂior\ from the Regent. Several were arrefted on
the frontiers, in Franche Comte, and in the vicinity of Ca{ai:, having
la;ge fums in their poffeffion; and the houfes of fome of the original
proprietors being fearched, many difcoveries were made. In one lod-
ging 20,000 louis &’ or in fpecie were found concealed; and jewels to
the value of 2 millions having been difcovered in the houfe of M. -Du
Pin, fecretary to the King, he was fent to the Baftile, notwithftanding
his proteftations that it ought not to be imputed a crime to have become
rich by the methods eftablithed by the Court. The Regent, Mr Law,
and many of the moft confiderable proprietors of (hares, did not omit
paying ready obedience to the edi&, depofiting all the aciions belong-

ing
* Mem. Reg. iii. 58.
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ing to them in the office appointed for that purpofle ; and even, of their
own accord, giving up to the Company a large proportion of what each
poffeffed. Soon afterwards the Great Farms, the management and pro-
fits of the Mint, and the adminiftration of the whole Royal Revenues,
were taken out of the hands of the India Company, who thus became
reduced to a mere trading body *.

Thefe various operations concluded, the total amount of the public debts
was found to extend, at the firft Fanuary 1721, to 2,289,763,849 liv. be-
fides 125,024 fhares of the India Company, valued by the proprietors
at 899,638,855 liv. making altogether the vaft fum of 3,189,401,705 liv.
The intereft of the former, at 2 and 2% per cent for perpetual annuities,
and 4 per cent for annuities on lives, amounted to 54,579,735 liv. while
the dividend on the latter," at the rate of 360 liv. each fhare, came to
the {fum of 45,008,640 liv. extending in whole to 99,588,375 liv. of an-
nualrents $.

T he Miniftry finding it would be impoffible for the nation to fuftain,
for any length of time, fo heavy a charge, refolved to eftablith a Com-
miffion, or Vifa, to take an account of the claims of the State Creditors ;
and this was accordingly doue, by edi& of council dated 26th Jan. 1321,
By this edi& all perfons of that defcription were direced to tranfmit to
the Vifa two papers, one titled Bordereau, containing their name, qua.
lity, and place of refidence, together with the date, number and amount
of their claims on Government. In the fecond paper, or Declaration,
were to be ftated the titles by which they pofleffed, and the fums refpeca
tively paid for, thefe effets. The Commiflioners were directed to ar-
range into five claffes the proprietors of Government fecurities, and of
thares of the India Company. The four firft clafles were compofed of
thofe who had acquired them by the money paid by the King when he
difcharged the old creditors of the ftate, by the fale of heritable, and of

moveable

® Mem. Reg. iii. 66, 70.
+ Examen ii. 143.
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moveable property, and by the difpofal of merchandize or other effeds,
refpe@ively ; while the laft clafs comprehended all who could give no fair
or fatisfactory account of the origin of their acquifitions. Deducions
at different rates, proportioned to the favorable or unfavorable cir-
cumftances attending the claims of the various public creditors, were
ordered to be made from the demands of the four firft clafles, pro-
vided the)" amounted to more than §oo liv ; for all claimants whofe de-
mands did not exceed that fum, (no lefs than 251,590 in number) were
dire@ted to be paid in full. The property belonging to the laft clafs
was by the edi& ordered to be totally annihilated, whatever the amount
might be ; and this claufe occafioned many fhares of the India Company
to fall fo low, that aétions which had coft 13,500 liv. were now fold for
a fingle louis d’or *. '

The Vifa appointed to fettle this complicated and difficult liquida.
tion confifted of fifty boards, compofed of Mafters of Requefts and Coun- .
fellors of the Great Council, who employed under them no lefs than
8oo clerks ; and in order to affift the Commiffioners in their operations,
copies of all contrads for the transfer of property, entered into before
notaries, betwixt 1t Fuly 1719 and 31ft Dec. 1720, were directed to be
made out. The effeéts carried to the Vi/a, by 511,009 individuals, a-
mounted, as ftated by the proprietors, to 2,222,597,491 liv. in contracts
for annuities on li‘;es, perpetual annuities, &c. and this fum the Com-
miffioners reduced to 1,676,501,831 liv. the intereft of which I compute
at 48 millions a year, partly confifting in life annuities, and therefore
continually diminithing. The fhares of the India Company were in
like manner reduced from 125,024, with a dividend of 360 liv. per an-
num a piece, to only 55,316, (afterwards increafed to 56,000,) each hav-
ing a dividend of 100 liv. the firft, and 150 liv. every fubfequent, year,
exclufive of their proportion of the profits of the trade., Thus, in con-

Ee {equence

* Examen ii. 168. Mem. Reg. iii. 133. Hift, Syft. iv. 68. Hiftoire de France
par Fantin, i. 345.
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fequence of thefe arbitrary proceedings, the annual intereft payable by
the King was diminifhed to about 56 millions of livres, by which his Ma-
jefty was a gainer of upwards of 4o millions a year, and many of the
public creditors were reduced to the utmoft mifery and diftrefs *.

Such were the confequences of the fatal edi of the 21ft of May, a
piece of folly hardly to be equalled in the annals of any nation; and’
not ealy to be accounted for on any other fuppofition, than as a contriv-
ance of the French Miniftry to free themfelves from a formidable rival,
to accomplifh which obje¢t they did not hefitate to bring the kingdom
to the brink of deftrution. But it is by no means fo eafy to account
for the Regent’s giving his confent to a decree that, befides being
a fhameful breach of public faith, was an experiment full of danger, by
which neither himfelf nor any other could poffibly be benefited. Had

no

* Examen ii. pafim. Mem. Reg. iii. 307. The expence of the ¥ifa, paid by Go-
vernment, in purfuance of an edi of council, amounted to §,045,874.liv. 11s od.
The Sieur de Talbouet, Mafter of Requefts, the Abbé Clement, and the Sieurs Daude
and Gailly, four perfons employed in this bufinefs, being convited of ftealing 946
fhares of the India Company, were condemned to fuffer death; but the fentence of
the two firft was commuted to perpetual imprifonment, and the two laﬂ: were fent to
the gallies for life.

In my former publication on this fubje&, trufting too implicitly to the authority
of Sir Yames Stewart, whofe refearches into this bufinefs, during a long refidence in
France, led me to imagine he had the beft opportunities of coming at the real ftate
of the cafe, I mentioned that the National Debt amounted, at the conclufion of the
Syftem, to 1,999,072,540 liv. But he only reckons as fuch the 100 millions due
from the King to the India Company, and the balance of notes iffued by the Bank,
after deduétion of the paper and fpecie remaining therein, without taking any notice
of the fhares of the Company in the hands of the public. I have therefore in ftat-
ing the proceedings and refult of the Vifa, followed M. Du Verney, who although
ftrongly prejudiced againft Mr Law, explains the whole operations of the Syftem fo
fully and clearly, and with fo much order and diftin&nefs, in his “ Examen du livre
“ intitulé Reflexions Politiques fur les Finances et le Commerce,” as to give very high
1deas of his talents and knowledge of the fubje&. Itis, however, not a little remark-
able, that he takes no natice of the fpecie remaining in the Bank when it ftopped
payment, extending, according to Sir Yames Stewart, to 336 millions of livres; nor
does it appear what became of the greateft part of this large fum,
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no fuch ftep been taicen, and his Highnefs allowed the Syftem to go on
in the way fuppofed to have been at firft intended, it is not unreafonable
to imagine that, infatuated as the people were to acquire fhares cf the
India Company, the fums paid to the national creditors would have been
retired with the fale of lefs than 200,000, confequently the public would
then have had about 400,000 fhares in their hands. The Company
could in this cafe eafily have been able to make good their engagement
to pay a dividend of 200 liv. on each of thefe fhares, as we have feen
that, on a very moderate computation, they enjoyed an annual revenue
of above 8o millions, adminiftered by themfelves, and capable of great
increafe. By deftroying the notes fo retired, none would have remained
in circulation except fuch as had been iffued for value by the Bank,
which would thus have been able to anfwer all demands made upon it,
The Company being thereby relieved from every apprehenfion of fuf-
fering by a run upon them, would have had leifure to direét their atten-
tion to the improvement, by all poffible means, of the home revenue, the
culture of the colonies, and the extenfion of their commerce. In this
cafe, what might not have been expe@ed from the exertions of a body
of men, poffeffed of almoft unlimited credit, whofe funds were immentfe,
who had in their hands the whole foreign trade and poffeflions, and all
the public revenues of the kingdom, and who moreover enjoyed the de-
clared proteGtion of Government, and the implicit confidence of the
people.

T am aware that others entertain ideas very different from the above,
afferting that the Syftem was a monftrous and impra&icable monopoly ;
but this opinion appears to have been taken u’p without fufficient
grounds. All preceding attempts to eftablith a flourifhing trade to the
Indies had failed of fuccefs, from deficiency of funds in the parties con-
cerned, fo that it was far from being an improper ftep to endeavour te
fettle the commerce to thefe places on a folid and extenfive bafis, the
more efpecially as the exclufive privilege of trading thereto was grant-
ed to the Company only for a limited period. With regard to the tak-

Z ‘ing
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ing the Great Farms out of the hands of the Farmers General, I fuppofe

~ none will difpute the propriety of that transfer, when the enormous pro-
fits made by thofe extravagant and luxurious financiers, and their un-
warrantable exa®ions, are confidered ; while, on the other hand, the {u-
perior advantage of affuming thefe Farms into the hands of a Company,
in which no perfon that could command a moderate fum was excluded
from holding a Ihare', is evident. By confolidating into one channel e-

" very branch of the public revenue, all unneceffary charges of collection
and management were avoided, and confequently the taxes would be levi-
ed, and their amounts remitted, at the cheapeft rate poffible. At leaft it
muft be acknowledged that the idea was truly great ; and Mr Law's be-
ing able to carry matters to the length he did will appear aftonithing
indeed, when we confider what reception would in this country await a
fimilar attempt to unite the Cuftoms, Excife, Stamps, Incidents, the Mint,
every public and private Bank in Britain, the Eaft India and other pri-
vileged trading Companies &c. into the hands of one great Affociation..
The very low price at which the fhares of the India Company were o-
riginally fixed muft, however, be allowed to have been a capital error,
though perhaps in fome meafure neceflary to raife the billets d'etat from
the difcredit they had fallen into.

Ruinous as the immediate confequences of -the downfall of the Syftem.
were to feveral individuals, it may, notwithftanding, be faid that this
‘projeét was, upon the whole, rather beneficial than hurtful to France,
as the kingdom prefently turned more induftrious and commercial, the
people in general having become better informed with refpect to the
principles of trade and manufacures. The India Company ftill fub-
fifting, in a fhort time equalled, and long continued to rival, thofe of
London and Amflerdam ; while different branches of manufacture, which
had been eftablithed by Mr Law, remained in a flourithing ftate. It
cannot be denied that many of the old national creditors were com-
pletely ruined by the Mifffippi, or at leaft fuffered cruelly in their cir-
cumftances; and that feveral perfons had the fate of being raifed at

once
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once from the depths of poverty to the poffeflion of almoft boundlefs
wealth, an elevation that could not fail to fuperinduce extreme luxury
and profligacy, at the fame time that numbers were thereby led to ne-
glect their bufinefs, and to entertain vain imaginations of making for-
tunes in the ftocks. Some inftances of thefe freaks of fortune have been
already adduced, to which we may add that Madame de la Chaumont *,
a phyfician’s widow, who dealt in millinery at Namur, gained, as fome
fay, to the extent of 6o millions of livres; the Sieur Andre made as.
much; one M. de Verrue acquired 28 milions; Fargez, once a com-
mon foldier in the garrifon at Maubeuge, made a fortune of 20 millions ;
and Meflrs. Le Blanc and D¢ la Faye 18 millions of livres each, in the
Miffifippi 4. ,

On the other hand, however, it may be mentioned that feveral repre-
fentatives of the moft antient and illuftrious families in the kingdom:
were, by means of the profits they made during the continuance of the
Syftem, reflored to their priftine glory and fplendor. Of this laft de-
fcription, the Duc de Bourbon 1 was by far the moft fuccefsful ; and with:

his

* Madame de Ja’ Chaumont having been deteed in illicit praftices againft the Re-
venue, was drawn out of the fcrape by the exertions of one of the Contraftors for

fapplying the French army with provifions. This acceptable piece of fervice led her
to fupport their intereft with fo much warmth; that fhe foon found herfelf engaged

for them in the fum of 1,400,000 liv. advanced by herfelf and borrowed from her-

relations and neighbours. Coming to Paris to follicit payment, fhe was forced to
accept of that fum in billets d’ etat, although they were then at 6o per cent difcount.
Unwilling to return to Namar with lefs than would fatisfy her creditors, and re-
folving to rifk every thing to accomplifh that obje&, fhe laid out the whole in the
purchafe of fhares of the India Company immediately on its inftitution, which hap-
pened juft at that period, and confequently became enriched beyond her utmoft ex-
peQations. Hift. Syft. ii. 94.

+ Hift. Syft. ’u 122. Mafflion, 107. Mem. Reg. iii. 115.

t The Duc de Bourbon one day vaunting of the number of affions of the India
Company belonging to him, Turmenies, the Royal Treafurer, his familiar friend,.
took the liberty of faying, “ My Lord, two a&ions performed by your brave ancef-.
¢ tor were worth them all;” alluding to the gallant behaviour of the Prince of Con.-
dé in two engagements. Duclos ii. 315. ‘

\
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his gains purchafed a vaft extent of landed property, tebuilt Chantilly
with regal magnificence, eftablified a menagerie there incomparably
better ftocked than that belonging to his Majefty, and at one time im-
ported from England, at a prodigious expence, no lefs than 150 of the
beft'race horfes he could procure. The Duc de la Force alfo was ex-
ceedingly fortunate ; but having made purchafes of immenfe quanti-
ties of goods and merchandizes, fuch as fpiceries, porcelain, &c. a long
and curious procefs was inftituted, to determine whether he had not thus
virtually become a merchant, and confequently forfeited all right to his
peerage *. The Prince of Deux Ponts, the Ducs de Guiche, D’ Antin,
De Louvigni, D’ Etrees, and the Prince De Roban, were eminently fa-
vored by fortune ; and with thefe may be clafled Fo/zph Gage, brother
of the firft Vifcount Gage. This gentleman, (ftiled by the French wri-
ters Monfieur Guaiche,) profited o prodigioufly that he offered three
millions fterling to Auguffus King of Poland to refign that crown in his fa-
vour ; -and on the refufal of that Monarch to accede to thefe terms, enter-
ed into a negociation for the purchafe of the fovereignty of the Ifland of
Sardinia, but the treaty did not take effed .
' The

* A circumftantial account of this procefs may be feen in the Memoires de la
Regence, iii. 82—105. Hiftoire de France par Fantin, i. 323—333. Hiftoire du
Syfteme iv. 102. in which laft is a fatirical print, reprefenting the Duke in the cha~
ralter of a porter loaded with a prodigious burden of all kinds of merchandize, and
this punning infcription, Admirez la Force. A genealogical hiftory of that Noble-
man’s family is inferted in the Difionasre de Moreri, under the word Force;
and in the perufal of that article one cannot but remark the uncommon longevity
of feveral individuals thereof. Fames Nompar de Caumont, Duc de la Force, Peer and
Marechal of France, died in 1652, in the g7th year of his age, leaving two fons, Ar-
mand Nompar de Caumont, Duc de la Force, Peer and Marechal of France, who died
16 Dec. 1675, =ta. 95, without furviving iflue; and, Henry Nompar de Caumont,
Duc de la Force, who died in Fan. 1648, wta. 95. This laft mentioned nobleman
had feveral children, of whom Fagqueline died 10th May 1702, ®ta. 91, Armand died
16th May 1701, =ta. 86, and Charlotte died ia the 82d year of her age.

* Hift, Syft. i. 33. Voltaire iii. 12. Lodge's Peerage of Ireland v. 220. Pope

touches
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The Syftem having attracted the attention of all Eurgpe, imitations
thereof were quickly attempted by other nations, particularly by Hol
land and England, among which the famous South Sea Bubble made the
moft confpicuous figure ; but the comparifon betwixt this and the Mif-
fifippi will not hold throughout, the former having been from the begin-
ning an iniquitous defign to enrich a few at the expence of the multi-
tdde, by raifing the ftock through underhand meafures, and fuffering
it to fall again when that end was anfwered. Mr Law's Syftem, on the
contrary, appears to have been founded on a real intention to extend the
commerce and improve the credit of the kingdom; the price of its ftock
rofe in confequence of an infatuation that could fcarcely have been fore-
feen, and it was overturned by an unexampled inftance of folly, by
which none could have been benefited, and many were ruined.

Having thus brought to a final conclufion the hiftory of this great
affair, which, with more wit than truth, Poltaire ftiles % that aftonifh-
“ ing game of chance, played by an unknown foreigner againft a whole
“ nation,” it is now time to return to its author, Mr Law. Appearing
in the refponfible fituation of Comptroller General of the Finances, on
the publication of the fatal edict of the 21t May 1720, he could not
fail to experience the principal fhare of the popular indignation, and
indeed all the former idolatry of the Parifians for him was now converted
into deteftation and abhorrence. To appeafe them in fome meafure, he
on the 2gth May went to the Palais Royal, to refign his office of Comp-
troller into the hands of the Regent; and his Highnefs appointed two
Companies of the Swifs Guards commanded by M. De Buzenval to at-
tend his motions, on the pretext of hindering him from leaving the king-
dom, but in reality to prote¢t him the more effectually from the fury of
the populace. Thus all attempts in his life being guarded againft, the

people
touches upon Mr Gage’s offer in his Epiftle to Lord Batbur/ on the ufe of riches,
v. 129.

The crown of Poland, venal twice an age,
To juft three millions ftinted modeft Gage.
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people were conftrained to give vent to their indignation only in fati-
rical prints, and in lampoons, in which fils giné de Satan, parpaillot,
and the like names were unfparingly beftowed on him. The Duc de
Bourbon thereupon judged it advifeable to remove Lady Catberine Law
and her family to his feat of Sz Maur, fearing further outrages from the
tumultuous difpofition of the Parifians, rendered frantic by their loffes
and their poverty, to fuch a degree as to occafion many to lay violent

hands upon themf{elves *, '
Nothing remarkable happened to Mr Law till the 17th July, when
the unfortunate affair at the Bank, where many were {queezed to death
in the crowd, excited fuch a ferment among the people, that they re-
paired in vaft numbers to the Palais Royal, filling all the courts of that
building, and bringing along with them three of the bodies of thofe
who had loft their lives on this occafion. Mr Law was juft going to ftep
into his carriage, after having had an audience of the Regent, butat the
alarm returned into the Palais, and lay in the Marchionels De Nancre's
apartments, where he remained till the 25th Fuly. As his coach was
driving off, the coachman had the imprudence to fay, they were a par-
cel of blackguards that deferved to be hanged; this enraged the people
fo much that they broke the carriage in pieces, the driver hardly efcap-
ing with life, while feveral of the mob were much hurt in the tumult.
They now- began to be clamorous for Mr Law to be delivered up to
them, but were appeafed by the prudent condu& of M. Le Blanc, Se-
cretary at War, who coming out to the gate, harangued the multitude in
a firm tone, and calling fome of the moft forward, defired them to carry
the dead bodies to the church of Stz Euflacke, promifing a good reward
for that fervice. He then engaged to lay the complaints of the people
before the Regent ; but told them that before this could be done, it was
neceflfary they fhould difperfe, which advice the mob, perceiving their
leaders gone, and obferving a ftrong party of troops ready to fall upon
them,

* Fragm. ii, 289. Mem. Reg. iii. §.
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thém, thought proper to follow, without doing further mifchief, The
firt Prefident of the Parliament of Paris happening on that day to ftep
out of the Affembly, was at the door informed of the difafter that had be-
fallen Mr Law's carriage ; a circumftance that gave him fo much joy, as
to occafion his fcampering back into the Court in a manner unbecoming
the dignity of his ftation, crying out, .

Mefeurs, Meffenrs, bonne nowvelle,

Le carroffe de Laws e} reduit en canaille.

The Parliament having at this meecting refufed to regifter an edi@ of the
King’s Council confirming the commercial privileges of the India Com-
pany, and having behaved in a refractory manner on former occafions,
it was determined to fend the members into exile, in order to get quit
of the embarrafments their oppofition gave sife to. Accordingly the
corps of Moufquetaires, fupporteld by a detachment of no lefs than 4000
foldiers, were, on the 21ft Faly 1730, fent to condu® the whole mem-
bers of the Parliament of Paris to Padntoife, wheve they :cmamcd o e
xile till the middle of December following *.

On the 27th Aug. following, Mr Law was, by the King in Council,
appointed Diretor General of the Bank and of the India Company,
and Judge Reporter of the affairs of the Committee of Council eftablifh-
ed by edi& of the fame date. He now took up his conftant refidence in

Ff the

* Fragm. ii. 185. Duclos, ii. 116. Ricbelieu, iii. 2275.

The oppofition of the Parliament to the Syﬂ.cm was, it is faid, owing to a propofal
made by Mr Law to the Regent, of repaying in Bank notes the fums paid by the
members of that court for their places, which were in future to have been filled by
perfons holding commiffions revocable at pleafure. This propofal having been di-
vulged, the Parliament were fo much irritated, as to refolve to fend a party to feize
Mr Law, bring him before them, try him on the fpot, fentence him to death, and
put that fentence into immediate execution in the court of the Palsss Royal. So
little, however, did rancour take place in Mr Law’s difpofition, that he ever after
faid they were the beft patriots he knew, for chufing rather to forfeit their patrimo-
ny and to go into exile, than regifter an edi& they thought hurtful to their country,
and inimical to the general principles of liberty. Duclos, i. 375. ii. 39, Richelies,
i, 41.

3
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the Palais Ropal, where he had afligned to him the apartments former-
1y occupied by the Marquis d’ Ezampes, the repairs of which coft the
Regent 20,000 crowns. Still, however, the Parifians were fo much en-
raged againft him, that their rancour burft out on every occafion; and
his very name was {ufficient to excite tumults, as appears from a circum.
ftance that about this time occurred, One M. De Bourfel paffing in his
carriage along the Rue St Antoine, had his way impeded by a hackney
coachman, whom his {fervants fell upon, and he got out to affit them.
The man cunningly cried out * There is Mr Law who is going to mur-
« der me, fall upon and kill him;” a ¢rowd inftantly affembled, and with
fticks and ftones purfiued De Bowr /el into-the Jefuits church, as far as the
altar ; near which obferving a little door open, he efcaped through it, af-
ter barring it behind him, iato the infide of the convent, but his equi-
page fell a facrifice to the fury of the mob 1.

From this, and feveral other inftances, Mr Zaw could not but obferve
how ftrongly the current of popular indigaation ran againft him; and
as the month of December appreached, his fituation became ftill more
dangerous and alarming. The plague which then raged at Marfeilles,
at the fame time that it increafed the diferedit of the paper, and the
confufion of affairs, augmented the number -of his enemies, all the evils
‘befalling the kingdom being abfurdly attributed to him. The Parlia-
ment of Paris, whofe rancour againft him was confirmed and heighten-
ed by exile, were to be recalled in a few days, and he could expe@ no
mercy if. once they got bim into their clutches; fo that e now began
to entertain the 'moft ferious apprehenfions for his perfonal fafety,
more efpecially as the Regent had pofitively refufed to permit him to
leave the kingdom. He however, follicited a licence to retire to one of
his country feats, in hopes that miatters might thus be more flieedily
compofed ; and this requeft being granted, he refigned all his offices. At
his laft interview with the Dac @’ Orleans, it is reported that Mr Law

faid,

+ Fragm. li. 290, Examen. i. 334. Mem. Reg. iii. 36.
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faid, « My Lord, I acknowledge that I have committed great faults ; I
“ did fo becaufe I am but a man, and all men are liable to err; but I
“ declare to your R. H that none of them proceeded from wickednefs
“ or knavery, and that nothing of that kind will be found ia the whole
% courfe of my condu@®.” The Regent affured him of his regard and
protection ; and with thefe friendly aflurances Mr Law quitted Paris,.
“ {o 1ate his happy feat,” and the theatre of his glory, but now the
fcene of his dﬁéracc, on the 1oth Dec. 1720, retiring to Guermande, a
fine houfe belonging to him, fix leagues from that capital. Two or
three days after he had left Paris, the Duc de Bourbon wrote him a
kind letter, mentioning that the Regent had ordered paffports, permitting
him to leave the kingdom, to be expedited, and offering to fupply him
with any fum he required to defray his travelling expences. This laft
offer Mr Law refolved to decline, as a few days preceding his departure
from Parss, one of his clerks had brought him 800 louis d’or, veceiyed
at the Mint, in payment of e aote for that fum, payable ja coin, found
"among the papers belonging to him, in the poffeffion of the Treafurer of
the Bank; a meft acceptable and well-timed fupply, as he had not
then in his houfe the value of ten piftoles in fpecie®.

Immedisely on receiving this letter, Mr Lew made preparations for
his jeurney ; and the next day Meflts. De Lafay and De la Faye arrived
at Guermande, with the pafiports, and a large fum in gold from the Duc
de Bourbon, which Mr Law, for the reafons already flated, declined re-
ceiving. The Duke alfo fent with them his favourite Madame de Pric’s
poft-chaife, the fervants attending it baving dark coloured furtouts over
their liveries, in order to prevent difcovery. In this carriage Mr Law
and his fon fet forward to Brujfels, attended by four .equerries and fix
horfe guards belonging to the Duke, baving relays provided at every
ftage. “The Governor of Valenciennes, (M. D’ Aegenfon, Intendant of
Maubeyge) recognizing the fugitive, flopped him, on account of the

Ffa pafiport’s

* Fragm. ii. 296. Oecuvres.de Low, 425.
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paffport’s bearing a fictitious name. He thereupon produced another
paflport in his true name ; this augmented the perplexity of the gover-
nor, who, however, infifted on detaining Mr Law; but the Ex Minifter
producing a letter from the Regent to the Duc de Bourbon, covering
thefe different paffports, and granting permiffion to himfelf to quit the
kingdom, was allowed to proceed -on his journey to Brufels. From
thence he fent back Madame de Pric’s carriage, with a very polite let-
ter of thanks, inclofing a diamond of great value. Lady Catberine
Law remaijning at Paris under the proteCtion of the Duc de Vendome,
did not leave France till fhe had difcharged all the debts owing by her
hufband to tradefmen and the like, among which was one of 10,000 liv,
to a cook °, :

When the Council of State met on the 16th of December, a warm al-
tercation enfued between the Regent and 'the Duc de Bourbon, on the
fubje@ of Mr Law’s departure from France. The Duke faid that Mr
ZLaw had always aGted in exa@ conformity to the orders of the Regent,
otherwife be would mot have granted permiffion for him to quit the
kingdom, The Regentaccufed the Duke of giving Mr Law the pafl~
ports; that is true, anfwered the other, but then it was you that fent
them to me; I never would have afked for them, but you dire&ed me
fo carry them to him. You wifhed to have him out of France. I am
willing to explain the whole affair to the King and Council. I never
advifed that Mr Law fhould leave the kingdom, but I oppofed -the
fending him to the Baftile, and delivering him up to the Parliament.; we
could not have faid or done any thing againft him which would not
have recoiled upon our own heads. You gave me the pafiports without
my afking for them, and charged me to carry them to him, confequent-
ly none can attribute to me his departure from France. But, at leaft,
faid the Regent, did 1 fend your carriage or your guards to efcort him ?
you were then much more interefted in his fafety than myfelf; I per-
mitted

i

t Hift. Syft. iv. 85. Duclos ii. 134. Rickelseu ii. 134.
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mitted him to leave the kingdom, merely becaufe 1 was apprehenfive
that his prefence would impede the cure of the diforders affecting the
ftate, and obftruct the new regulations adopted by government *.

Very oppofite opinions were entertained as to the effecs the depar-
ture of Mr Law would produce. Some complained that the nation was
thereby deprived of the affiftance of the only perfon capable of unra-
velling the entangled thread of affairs, reckoning that all was loft, and
looking upon the retreat of Mr Law as a proof that no more good was
expe@ed; while others, on the contrary, rejoiced that the kingdom was
no longer given up to the projea':s of a rapacious ftranger, which;
they thought, would in time have occafioned its total ruin. The baleft
calumnies were fpread to irritate the people againft the Ex Minifter ; it
being commonly reported that feveral carriages loaded with fpecie had
preceded him to Bruffels, in order to enable him to conclude a purchale
of fome of the Provinces of the Low Countries. It was alfo pofitively af-
firmed that he had lodged 20-millions ftérling in the Bank of Ergland,
and large fums in thofe of Amflerdam, Rome, and Venice, reports that
had not the fmalleft foundation in trith +.

It appears that foon afterwards the whole of Mr Latw's property, and
that of his brother William, Dire@or General of the India Company,
_ (who was imprifoned in the Baftile,) were feized upon and confifcated.
Even a government annuity of 200,000 liv. on the lives of Mr and La-
dy Catherine Law, and their children, for which 5 millions of livres had
been paid, was annulled ; although in the edi® upon which the annui-
ties had been conftituted, there was a particular claufe, by which the
King engaged they fhould never be liable to be feized upon or attached
for any' caufé whatfoever, even on his Majefty’s.account. This was done
-under pretext that the two brothers were owing twenty millions of livres
to the India Company ; the falfehood of the® aflertion was, however,

‘ ' ' manifefted

* Ricbel;;eu iii. 193. Duclos, ii. 134.

1" Mem. Reg. iii. 73, 74.
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manifefted in.a Memorial fent to the Duc de Bourdon fome time after-
wards, proving that fo far from being debtors thereto, the balance was
fome millions in their favour. Notwithftanding this fa was clearly ef-
tablifhed, they found all endeavours to procure refticution of their pro-
perty unavailing, no part thereof being ever reftored to them; a pro-
ceeding irreconcileable with all ideas of juftice and common honefty,
and which can be accounted for only by referring to the arbitrary and
defpotic nature of the French government, a goverament now become
. snore arbitrary and defpotic thap ever. In confequence,the Comptroi-
ler General beheld himfelf, by the ignorance, obftimacy, awnd injuftice of
others, brought down from the height of power and wealth, to a com.
paratively indigent and abject fitwation ; exhibiting a fad, but not un-
common, example of the infecurity of property, in a ftate where the
will of the executive power B paramount to all law, as is rema:kahly the
<afe at prefent in France.

The lofles fuftaimed, and the diftrelles endered by many deVIdﬂﬂB.
in confequence of the failare of the Mifkppi Syltem, dnd the diftraded
fituation of affairs for a long period fubfequemt thereto, alfo contributed,
in‘a great degree, to irsitate the minds of thé people againg Mr Low.
However innocent he might have been f bhaving had any hand in ad-
vifing that fatal edi@, it was emough Bor the parties injured that he was
the aathor of the Syftem ; and the Minifiry were careful not to difcou-
rage thele fentiments, in hepes of diverting the form from theirown
‘heads. 'Thefe prejudices, prapagaved from #ather 'to fon, are the occa-
fon that even at prefent, numbers hold the name of Zg4w inabhorrence,
and do not fail to feize every opportunity to vent their fpite againft that
great minifter, whom they look upen as the caufeof the calamities their
families endured. A remarkable infiance of this difpofitian -occarred
when Burke’s Refletions upanthe Revolution were tranflatedinto French.
The latter part of the following paffage in that work, “ It is not true that
« Law built folely on a fpeculation concerning the Miffifippi ; he added
« the Eaft India trade, he added the African trade, he added the farms

“ of
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‘e

¢ of all the farmed revenue of France ; all thefe unqueftionably could not
“ fupport the ftru&ure which the public enthufiafm, noz be, chofe to
“ build upon thefe bafes,” being rendered, “ Toutes ces chofes reunis
“ wetoient certainnement pas capables de fupportex la flrudlure enorme .
“ que P entowfiafme du public et luy propoferent &’ elever fur ces bgfes,”

a complete perverfion of the fenfe, which could not have arifen from

ignorance, the tranflator (M. Suleau, who fell a facrifice to the fury of
the mob at Paris on the 10th of Auguft 17gzj being mafter of both lan-

guages. The Revolution, however, by promoting a fpirit of free inqui-

ry, has in fome meafure removed the falfe notions entertained of the

Syftem, to which the Conftituent Affembly of France gave a kind of in--
dire& approbation, when they eftablithed afignats, thefe notes being

founded on principles fimilar to thofe propofed in the firft plan for the

reftoration of credit, tranfmitted by Mr Law to the Regeat.

To the circumftance already ftated, as well as to the liberty generally
taken with the unfortunate, is perhaps in a great meafure owiag, that
feveral of the French writers who have had occafioa to treat of the hif-
tory of thefe times, have ufed the freedom of grofsly calymniatiag the
repartation of this great maa, (tigmaﬁzing him s an uaprincipled knave,
and attributing the downfall of the Syftem to his machinations. As to
the laft accufation, they either muft have had pofitive evidence, evidence
of which in all my refearches 1 have been upable to find the fmalleft
trace, of Mr Law’s advifing the- publication of the fatal edi® by which
all was ruined, or they muft have wilfully chofen to averlook his oppo-
fition to that infamous decree, which I hope has been fufficiently efta-
blithed in the preceding narrative. With refpect to the charge of kna-
very, & very ftrong proof of the uprightnefs of his intentions arifes from
the circumftance of vefting his whele acquifitians in landed property in
France, not remitting any part thereof to foreign countsies *,- which

' . , , _ could
. * Mir Law feat ever orders to his ageat'in Scotland to purchale for him the eftate
of Errel in Pertlifbire ) but as hedid aot remit the purchafe money, the bargain was
never completed. '
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could have been done with the utmoft facility, and obliging his imme-
diate conne&ions, particularly his brother William, and his confidential

“fecretary Robert Neilfor®, to follow the fame honourable line of condud.

The amount of Mr Law’s fortune at the conclufion of the Syftem, wilt
afford another refutation of the charge ; the following ftate of his acqui-
fitions in France coming from the firft authority.

Le Marquifat d’Effiat, (en Auvergne) - 800,000 liv.
La Terre de 12 Riviere - - - 900,000
Le Marquifat de Toucy - - 160,000
La Terre de la Marche .. . - 120,000
La Terre de Roifly - - . 650,000
La Terre d’Orcher - - 400,000
Terre et Bois de Brean ' - - 160,000
Marquifats de Charleville et Bacquevdle - 330,000
La Terre de Berville - - 200,000
La Terre de Fontaine Rome - - 130,000
La Terre de Servilfe - - 110,000
La Terre d"Yville - - 200,000
La Terre de Gerponville - - 220,000
La Terre de Tancarville, (en Normandie) - 320,000
La Terre de Guermande - - 160,000
Hotel Mazarin, et Emplacerhens Rue Vivienne 1 ,zoo,ooo :
Emplacemens Rue de Varenne | - 110,000
Emplacemens de la Place Louis le Grand - ,250,000
Partie du fief de la Grange Bateliere - 150,000
Marais ou Chantiers du Fauxbourg St. Honore - 260,000 -
Maifons, furtout dans Paris - - 700,080
Les Domains de Bourget - - 90,000

Quelques petites terres, comme Valancy, St. Suplice, &e, 350,000

(N

TR . 7,840,000 liv.

Befides

* This Robert Neilfon, (fon of William Neilfon, Provoft of Edinburghin 1719,) was
bred a merchant in that city, but going abroad, become private fecretary to Mr Law,
and one of the principal proprietors of the India Company of France. By the rapid
rife of their ftock, he was at one time eftimated to be worth L. 150,000, and at this
period commiffioned a friend in Scotland to purchafe for him the greateft landed e-
flate on fale in that kingdom. But having been prohibited from remitting any pare

: ' of
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Befides the above, it is faid that he acquired Liflebonne from the Mar-
chionefs de Beuveron, at the price of 500,000 liv. as alfo Litile Rambouillet
for 180,000 liv. made offer of 1,700,000 liv. to the Duc de Sully for the
Marquifate of Ro/ny, purchafed the valuable library of the Abbé Bignon
at the price of 180,000 liv. and bought, for 150,000 liv. the place of Se-
cretaire du Roy, for the fake of the privileges of nobility attached to that
office. But the making thefe purchafes ‘was reckoned a piece of policy
neceflary for the fupport of his own credit, and of that of the India Com-
pany ; and fo ftri¢t a connection fubfifted between thefe, that it was re-
marked, on difpofing of part of his landed property, people began to
{peak in very dubious terms of his circumftances, and the price of fhares
fuffered a depreflion. It will alfo be obferved that the aggregate a.
mount of his purchafes did not exceed 10 millions of livres, a very mode-
_rate fam compared with the acquifitions made by feveral of the adven.
turers in the Mififippi, fome having realrzed upwards of 20 millions from
nothing ; while Mr Law, the contriver of that proje®, who brought
with him into France above L. 110,000 fterling, who was at the head
of affairs, in the fecret of every operation, and difpofed of all things at
his pleafure, did not make half that fum. His profits can eafily be ac-
counted for, when we confider the large fhare he had in that lucrative
concern, the General Bank, and the rife in the price of aétions of the
India Company, although it would appear that he difpofed of very few
of the fhares he poffeffed therein, as when he left Paris, he had on their
Gg ‘ ' books

of his property out of Frasce, he found himfelf involved in the ruin of his patron and .
‘redyeed to beggary. Inftead of abandoning himfelf to defpair, as many in a fimilar
predicament would have done, he travelled into Helland, and there attended to the art
of bleachipg linen. Returaing to his mtive country a complete mafter of that art,
he fettled at Ro/lis, where he fet on foot the firft bleachfield cftablifhed in Scot/and.
At this place he refided many years, affiduoufly attending to his bufinefs, and main~
‘taining @ moft refpe@able charafter, after having firmly fuftained & change of fortune
that the firongeft head could fcarcely have been able to ftand unmoved.
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books no lefs than 4992 aétions, which could eafily have been fold, when
the Syftem was at its height, for upwards of 2 millions fterling *.

It may, befides, be afked what profit Mr . Law could have poffibly -
made by the decree of reducion, fince he was then in poffeflion of as
many, if not a greater number of, Bank notes and aclions as any indivi-
dual in the kingdom. 1f to thefe confiderations we add the adtive part -
he took to prevent the alteration in the ftyle of the notes, and recollect
that the whole operations of the Syftem were conduced publicly, the fa-
brication of Bank notes, the creation of fhares, and every grant and a-
lienation made to the India Company being done in virtue of public e-
di@s, it appears nothing better than heaping cruelty upon injuftice to
afperfe the charader of Mr Law. The injuftice of this conduc'is ag-
gravated by its ingratitude, fince if he had not been overruled by the
Regent and his perfidious counfellors, and if the operations of the Syftem.
had been conducted agreeably to his advice, France was in a fair way
of becoming one of the richeft and moft flourifhing ftates in Europe,
Whatever love he might once have felt for hi;fx native country, he had
completely transferred his affeftions to France; of which, when he was
Prime Minifter, his conftant difcourfe was that he would raife the nation
fo high that every kingdom in the world would fend Ambaffadors to
Paris, while his moft Chriftian Majefty would only difpatch couriers ta
the other courts in return 4.

Me

* It would feem that Mr Law originally poflefled 10,500 fhares of the India Com-
pany. Of thefe, he voluntarily gave up 2000 to the Company in O&. 120; 3000
were depofited in fecurity of a debt of L. 96,000 fterl. due from him to the Earl of
Londonderry, Governor Harrifon, and other gentlemen; and 500 were affigned for -
the liquidation of an unjuft claim againft him to be hereafter noticed.

The deficiency of 8 fhares of the remaining 5000 appears to have been owing to
the following circumftance. Soon after his elevation to the office of Comptroller
General, he made his appearance in the Rus Quinguempoix ; during the confufion oc-
cafioned by the crowd prefling to fee him and crying out Pive Je Roi et Monfeigneur
Law, a lady had her pocket picked of near 100,000 liv. in notes. On hearing this
lamentable ftory, Mr Law generoufly prefented her with fhares to the amount of
what fhe had loft. Mem. Reg. iii. 66. Hift, Syft. iii. 8.

4+ Lord Stair’s Letters.
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Mt Law arrived at Bruffels in the morning of the 22d Dec. 1720, paff-
ing under the name of M. Dz Jardin; but as foon as it was-known
who he really was, General #rangle the governor, the Marquis de Pan-
callier, and feveral of the principal perfons in that city, went to pay
their refpecis to him. He waited on the Marquis de Prie the fame af-
ternoon at five o’clock, and afterwards accompanied Madame de Pancal-
Jier to the theatre, where a vaft concourfe of people were aflembled to
behold fo extraordinary a character. Next day, the 23d, the Marquis
de Prie returning Mr Law's vifit in great ftate, brought him home in his
coach, to a moft fumptuous entertainment, at which were prefent feve-
ral perfons of the higheft quality. That evening Mr Law went again
to the play, and after it was over, fupped with the Marquis D’Efquilla-
che. On the 24th he dined a fecond time with the Marquis de Prie, to
whom having notified his intention of leaving Brufels the fame evening,
that nobleman ordered paflports to be got ready, and Mr Law accord-
in gly fet out at nine at night, accompanied by his fon *.

He came to Venice etrly in Fanuary 1721, ftill paffing under the name
of M. du Fardin, and continued in that city two months, partaking of
all the pleafures the Carnival afforded, and living on terms of intimacy
with the Imperial and French Ambaffadors. The famous Cardinal AL
beroni coming there in February, had an interview with Mr Law; and
it was reported that the Chevalier de S, George allo arrived incognito, and
had a conference with thefe Minifters in the Capuchin Monaftery.
Whether this laft particular was true or not, cannot now be certainly .
known; only it feems that at this period -the Chevalier was not feen
publicly at Rome for feveral days, and when he appeared again, looked
fo well that little credit was given to the report that had been circulat-
ed of his indifpofition, In the mean time, the moft extraordinary fto-
ries were told of Mr Law, tending to imprefs people with an idea of his
being poffefled of immenfe wealth. It was faid that 160,000 piftoles

Gga had

* Hiftorical Regifter, ad ann. 1721,
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had been lodged on his account in the Bank of the Holy Ghoft at Rome
by fome perfons unknown ; that he had offered a vaft fum to be ad-
mitted into the order of Venetiaa nobility ; that his fon was to be mar-
ried to a daughter of the Duc de Cefarini, who had a fortune of 100,000
crowns; and that be had drawn bills of exchange to the extent of
250,000 piftoles », '
While fuch reports were fpread, Mr Law found himfelf under the ne-
ceffity, in order to fecure himfelf againft the claims of pretended cre-
ditors, of having his name enrolled in the lift of Roman citizens, it be-
ing one of the privileges of that body to be exempted from arrefts and
other profecutions for debt, at the fuit of any other than a fellow
. burgher. Having taken this neceffary precaution, he left Venice on the
15th of March for Ferrara, on his way to Rome; but receiving intel-
ligence that fome of his creditors had affigned their debts to a Roman
citizen, who had concerted mealures to have him arrefted immediately
on his arrival, he Judg'cd it advifeable to return to Penice. After fome
ftay there, he travelled through Bobemia and.Germany to Hanover,
where he bad the honour of an andience of Prince Frederick, and then
proceeded to Copenbagen. During his ‘refiding at this place, having re-
ceived an invitation from the Britifh Miniftry to return to his native
country, he embarked dn board the BRBaltic {quadron, commanded by
Sir Jobn Norris, being accommodated in that Admiral’s own fhip.
Landing at the Nore 20th OC. 1721, he proceeded to Landon, was pre-
fented to King George 1. by Sir jokn, and took a houfe in Condwit
Street, where he was daily vifited by numbers of perfons of the firft
quality and diftin&ion 1. .
The favourable manner in which Mr Law was received, occafioned no
fmall umbrage to the antiminifterial perty, and was judged of impor-
tance fuﬁcmnt to occupy the attention of Parliament, For when the
Houfe

% Hiftorical Regifter, ad ans. 1721.
1 Ibid.
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" Houfe of Lords met on the 26th O¢. Earl Coning fby reprefented to that
auguft Affembly how dangerous it might be, on feveral accounts, to en-
tertain and countenance fuch a man as Mr Lsw, and defired that a day
might be appointed for taking this matter into confideration. Their
Lordfhips having appointed the gth Now. for the difcuffion of this bufi-
nefs, Earl Coningfy on that day refumed his argument, faying that,
for his part, he could not but entertain great jealoufy of a perfon who
had done fo much mifchief in a neighbouring kingdom, and who, being
fo immenfely rich as he was reported to be, might do a great deal more
hurt here, by tampering with many who were grown defperate by be-
ing involved in the.calamity occafioned by the fatal imitation of his per-
nicious proje@s ; ' that this perfon was the more dangerous, in that he
had renounced not only bis natural affeQion to his countsy, and his ak-
legiance to his lawful fovereign, by being naturalized in France, and
openly countenancing the Pretender’s friends ; but, which was worft of
all, and weighed moft with him, that he had allo renounced his God by
tarning Roman Catholic ; concluding that their Lordfhips ought to en-
quire whether Sir Fobn Norris had orders to bring him over. To this
laft part of the Earl's {fpeech, Lord Carteret anfwered, in fubftance, that
Mr Law had many years ago the misfortune to kill 2 gentleman in a du-
el ; but that, having at laft received the benefit of the King’s clemency,
and the appeal lodged by the relations of the deceafed being taken off,
he was come over to plead his Majefty’s moft gracious pardon; that
" there was no law to keep an Englifhman out of his own country ; and
as Mt Law was a fubje@ of Great Britain, it was not even ia the King’s
power to hinder him from coming home, if he thought fit. Fo this
Lord Trevor replied, that Mr Law was indeed a fubject of Greas Britain,
and therefore, as fuch, had an undoubted right to come into the king-
dom ; but that the circumftance of a perfon of his charatter being
brought on ‘board of an Englifh Admiral, and at this junure, might
deferve the confideration of the houfe. Earl Cowper fpoke much to.
the fame effe@ ; but the matter was {uffered to drop; and Mr Lase, on
the
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the 28th of November following, pleaded, at the bar of the King’s
Bench, his Majefty’s pardon for the murder of Edward Wilfon Efq. in
1694, being attended, on this occafion, by the Duke of .4rgyl, the
Earl of Ilay, and feveral other friends *.
After this, Mr Law continued to refide fome years in England. He
had received intelligence of the confifcation of his whole property in
France ; but being confcious of the reitude of his condu@ in the ma-
nagement of the finances, and that the balance would upon examina-
tion, be found confiderably in his favour, he had good reafon to flatter
himfelf with the hopes of recovering a large fum, efpecially as the Re-
gent alwayAs profefled a more than ordinary regard for him, and conti-
‘nued pun&ually to remit his. official falary of 20,000 liv. per annum.
He carried on a conftant correfpondence with that Prince, who at laft-
came to acknowledge that he had no’doubt but the Syftem would have
fucceeded, if unexpected events had not obliged him to deviate from
the plan originally laid down. His R. H. manifefted his approbation
of Mr Law’s condu@®, confeffed that he ftill ftood in need of his inftruc-
tions, requefted his opinion upon the then ftate of affairs, and concluded
with faying, that his only dependence for bringing France to its true va-

lue was upon his abilities and knowledge. Under thefe impreflions, the
Regent had feveral confultations with the council upon the propriety of
recalling Mr Law, which he had fet his heart on doing ;- and this would
have been in all probability carried into execution, had not the fudden
death of his Royal Highnefs, which happened on the 2d Des. 1723,
prevented it {.

This event was a fatal blow to Mr Law’s hopes. His expeQations of
recovering part at leaft of his property now became fainter and fainter,
his penfion ceafed to be remitted, his embarraffiments increafed, procefles
were commenced againft him both in France and England, and he was

threatened

* Parliamentary Regifter, &e.
t+ Mafflion, 199.
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threatened with imprifonment by fome of his creditors, from which
however, he was relieved by two noble lords becoming his cautioners.
His diftrefies are feelingly detailed in a letter to the Duc de Bourbon,
Prime Minifter of France after the deceafe of the Regent, dated at
London 25ih Aug. 1724. In it he fays that “ there is fcarcely an ex-
« ample, perhaps not one inftance, of a firanger like him who acquir-
“ ed in fo high a degree the confidence of the Prince, who made fo large
 fortune in fo upright 2 manner, and who, on leaving France, referv-
% ed nothing for himfelf and family, not even what he had brought in-
“ to the kingdom with him.” This letter was accompanied with a Me-
morial ftating his fituation previous to being employed in the finances,.

his condu& during his adminiftration, and his condition at the date of
the epiftle *.

Thefe papers were followed by a long Memorial, dated at London
15th Ot 1724, wherein Mr Law examines at length the demands made
upon him by the India Company, and propofes a mode of liquidating,
them. The demands upon him appear to have been as follows,

. Balance of a former accompt, comprehending the fum of”

2,521,000 liv. of fubferiptions for fhares, remitted by t.he liv. s. d.

Sieur Bille to Mr Law to be paid in by his clerks " 4,072,514 2 3
2. Iffued by edi®ts of the 23d May 1721, for the fupport of

families brought from Germany, and fent to Lousfana by

Mr Law - 450,00c 0 0
3. Tin and lead furmfhed by the Company to Mr Law 32,639 14

4. Paid by the Company in Genoefe money, to M. de Chavigny 275,184 17 4
5. Baok notes delivered to Mr Law 2g9th Nov. and 1 Sth Dec.

o

1710. - 17,437,342 2 o
6. Receipt of one of the clerks of thc Company in the de-

partment of Primes t. 4,500,000 © a
7. Paid by the Company to Mr Law’s correfpondents 3,468,694 16 o

20,236,375 12 7

* Qcuvres de Law, 398.

+ By Primes, or firft payments, are meant fums advanced upon engagements te'
furnith thares of the India Company, at a fixed price, within a ftipulated period, as
was commonly done by thofe who could not readily procure aiions. The traffic.in

Primes
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-

Mr Lasw readily acknowledges, that he ought to be held bound to pay
the firft article in fhares, although he at the fame time obferves, that in
the former account, therein referred to, there was ftated the fum of §
millions of livres laid out in the purchafe of annuities upon his own life,
and the lives of his wife and cbildren, feized upon by the King, as for-
merly noticed. The fecond article he does not difpute, fuppofing the
fum in queftion to have heen iffued for the fupport of forie hundreds of
families brought, at his own expence, from Germany, in order to be fent
to Louifiana to affift in the cultivation of that provincé, who were wait-
ing for embarkation at Por¢ L'Orient, at the period of his difmiffion.
The third article be alfo allows, the tin and lead having been provided
for the fervice of the Navy; and he having charged the amount among
the fums advanced by him for his Majety. The money paid to M. de
Chavigny he likewife allows ; as alfo the fifth article, which, he fays, was
employed, by fpecial order of the Regent, in purchafing, at a very high
price, actions from perfons whofe cafes appeared uncommonly favoura-
ble. As for the receipt of the clerk, the fubje@ of the fixth article of
the claim, he abfolutely denies that he is debtor to the Company on that
head, and afferts no demand could be more unjuft and ill founded, the
receipt running in thefe terms: “ I grant myfelf to have received from
* my Lord the Comptroller General the fum of 4,500,000 liv. to ac-
¢ compt of 10 millions of Primes, which [ have delive;cd to him. Paris
“ 13th Feb. 1720, figned by the clerk. Now this receipt does not
prove that Mr Law owed 4,500,000 liv. bearing only that he had paid

that

Primes increafed to fuch a height, that it was found neceflary to iffue an edi&, dated
11th Feb. 1720, prohxbmng all bargains of that fort betwixt individuals, the Com-
pany at the fame tlme’ to déflver, within a ftated period, fhares to thofe who applied
for them, and paid down a certain proportion of the price by way of advance.
Thefe fums, alfo called Primes, were by a fubfequent edi&t direfted to be brought
back to the Company, the holders getting in return one fhare for each 9ooo liv, of
Primes fo brought back  Di&t. de Morers, au mot A&ions. Hift. Syft. iii. 43.



LAW OF LAURISTON, 241

that fum to accompt of 1o millions, {o that if he had not made a fecond
payment, he would have been owing 5,500,000 liv. on that fcore. The
clerk did not pretend to fay that he had delivered the 10 millions of
Primes to Mr Law, without obtaining, at the fame time, a receipt from
him for that furd; but no fuch receipt was produced. Mr Law there-
fore fays that the fa& will be found to be precifely this, that on his pay-
ing the balance of 5,500,000 liv. due from him for the Primes, he had
given, along with it, the receipt of the clerk for 4,500,000 liv. Not-
withftanding the injuftice of thus bringing him in debtor for the laft
mentioned fum, upon the authority of a receipt which, fo far from
proving that he was owing, bore on the face thereof, that he had paid
it, Mr Lazw readily agreed that the Company might, if they pleafed, de-
du@ that fum from the amount of his fhares, as in owing 4 or 5 millions
lefs to them his fituation would not be bettered, the property in their
hands belonging to him, being double or treble the amount of their de-
mands, and it was his wifh to get back only what he had brought with
him into France. As to the feventh and laft article, he acknowledges
that the Company was entitled to require payment thereof in fpecie
from his brother William, but afferts that the King was the real debtor
for the fum in queftion, it having been employed, by orders of the Re-
gent, in the payment of {ubfidies.

After ftating that, on the evening before he fet out for Guermande,
he had remitted to Pomier de St. Leger,2 millions in bank accompts, worth
at that time 700 per cent, or 14 millions, in order to difcharge what he
was owing to the India Company, but that Pomier had thought proper
to difobey his direGtions, he propofes the following mode of liquidating
the before mentioned demands,

. Hh ) 1. Bank
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. liv. s. d.
1. Bank Accompts. - - - 7,475,040 4 4
2. sco fhares, at gooo liv. each, to difcharge the receipt in the de-

partment of Primes, converted into fhares at the rate fixed by

edi@ of Council - 4,500,000 © o
3. Effetts belonging te him in poﬁ'eﬂ'xon of the King and India

Company, as per particular lift - - 4,792,040 12 @
4. Warrants on the Royal Trealury, for payment of the fubfi-

dies and other articles advanced by Mr Law for the King's

fervice - - - 3,468,694 16 o

. 20,236,375 12 ¥

He therefore befeeches the Duc de Bourbon, that his Highnefs would be-

pleafed to expedite warrants from the King for the above 3,468,694 liv.
16s. as alfo for 2,159,957 liv. 17s. 6d. owing by his Majefty on the fame
account, propofing with this laft fum to difcharge the demands of his
foreign correfpondents.  After doing fo, he ftated that there would re-
main due to him 5,389,906 liv. 3s. 9d. in effe@s in the pofleffion of the
King and India Company, befides 4492 actions carried to the V1/a by
the Sieur Nicolas ; and he left entirely tq the Duke to fettle thefe claims
in whatever manner his Highnefs thoug}it proper, at the fame time hint-
ing that his wifhes were limited to the recovery of the .money he had
brought) with him into France in 1714, amounting to 1,600,000 liv. at
28 liv. to the marc, or fomewhat more than L. 114,0Q0 fterling *.

In the concluﬁon Mr Law mentions that he did not mclude in the
ftate of his debts L. 96,000 ﬁ'erlmg, due from him to the Earl of London-
derry, Governor Harrifon,. and. others, fince 3000 fhares of the India
Company were affigned for payment of that fum. He earneftly en-

treated

* At the death of Lousis XIV. the ftandard of the filver cein being 28 liv. to the
marc, each livre was worth 17;d—The ftandard was frequently altered during the
Regency of the Duc d’ Orleans, and the fubfequent adminiftrations of Lowis XV be-.
ing fometimes rated at 8o liv. to the marc and under, or lefs than 6d each livre, a cir-
cumftance which prevented me from being able to reduce, with any precifion, the
fums of French money mentioned in this work to fterling.
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treated the Duke to order thefe thares to be fettled in fuch a manner as
to liquidate the demands of thefe creditors, and to free him from his en-
gagements to them; but this reafonable requeft met with no attention
from Government, although the fhares in queftion were, at the period of
the affignation, valued at upwards of one million fterling.

Some paffages fele@®ed from this memorial, will paint the fituation of

Mr Law and his family in ftriking colours. *“ When I retired to Guer-
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mande, 1 had no hopes that the Regent would have permitted me to
leave the kingdom ; I had given aver all thoughts thereof, when your
Highnefs fent to inform me of his intention-to accord that permiffion,
and the next day, immediately on receiving the paffports, I fet off.
Conlider, my Lord, if, being in the country, removed from my papers,
and books, it was in my power to put in order affairs that required not
only leifure, but alfo my prefence in Paris, to arrange propecly ; and

 if it is not a piece of great injuftice for the India Company to wifh to

take advantage ‘of the condition to which I was reduced, and of the
difhoneft condué of clerks, in requiring from me payment of fums I do
not in fa& owe, and which, even though I had been owing, were, as [
have fhewn, expended for their fervice, and payable in aioni or
notes, of which effe@s, belonging to me, they at that time had, and
ftill have, on their books to the amount of double or treble the fum
they demand. No, my Lord, I cannot bring myfelf to accufe the
Company of fo much as the intention to injure me. That Company
owes its birth to me. For them I have facrificed every thing, even my
property and my credit, being now bankrupt not only in France, but
alfo in all other countries. For them I have f{acrificed the interefts of
my children, whom I tenderly love, and who are deferving of all my

' affe@ion ; thefe children, courted hy the moft confiderable families in

France, are now deftitute of fortune and of eftablifhments. I had it .
in my power to have fettled my daughter in marriage in the firft
houfes of Italy, Germany, and England; but I refufed all offers of
that nature, thinking it inconfifteat with my. duty to, and my affec-

Hh 2 “ tion
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“ tion, for, the ftate in whofe fervice 1 had the honour to be engaged.
“ 1 do not affume to myfelf any merit from this condué, and I never fo
“ much as fpoke upon the fubject to the Regent. But I cannot help

“ obferving, that this mode of behaviour is diametrically oppofite to the
“ idea my enemies wifh to imprefs of me; and furely all Europe ought
“ to have a good opinion of my difintereftednefs, and of the condition
“ to which I am reduced, fince 1 no longer receive any propofals of mas-
“ riage for my children.

“ My Lord, I condufted myfelf with a flill greater degree of delica-
“ cy, for I took care not to have my fon or my daughter married even
“ in France, although I had the moft fplendid and advantageous offers
* of that kind. I did not chufe that any part of my prote&ion fhould
“ be owing to alliances, but that it fhould depend folely upon the in-
“ trinfic merits of my project *.”

Everv argument, however, that Mr Law could urge to procure re-
ftitution was of no avail, the Company perfifting to demand payment in
fpecie of the fums owing them, and refufing to allow him credit for the
notes and aétions in their hands belonging to him, while Government
declined to account for his real and perfonal property in France, confif-
cated and fold by them. He was therefore conftrained to renounce all
“hopes of favour ‘or juftice from that quarter. How he fettled his affairs
in England 1 cannot find; but it appears that he bid a final adieu to
Britain about the year 1725, and fixed his refidence at Penice. The
"famous Prefident Montefquieu happening to pafs through that city fome
time afterwards, did not omit to pay his refpedls to fo extraordinary a
perfon, and frequently vifited Mr Law. One day, the converfation
chancing to fall on the oppofition made by the Parliament of Paris to

the Syftemn, Montefquiey could not help afking how it happened that
he

* The prefent M. Law de Laurifjon added to the other favours I had the pleafure
of receiving from him, a complete copy of this memorial, which has never yet ap-
. peared in print; fome detached fragments only are publifhed in the Qeavres de ¥.
KLaw, 8vo, Paris, 1790,
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he had not endeavoured to gain over that body by bribery, as Sir Ro-
bert Walpole had proceeded with refpe@ to the Britith Senate. In an-
fwer, Mr Law defired the Prefident to remark the wide difference be-
twixt thefe two bodies ; Le Senat Anglois ne fait confiffer la liberte qu’a
Jaire tout ce qu'il veut. Le Francois ne met la fienne qu’a faire tout ce.
qu'il doit. Ainfi interet peut engager I'un a vouloir ce qu’il ne doit pas
Jaire, il eff rare qu'il porte I’autre a faire ce qu’il ne doit pas vouloir =.

At Venice Mr Law concluded the checquered courfe of his life, dy-
ing there in a ftate but little removed from indigence, on the 21ft of
March 1729, in the 58th year of his age; and he lies buried in one of -
the churches of that city, where a monument to his memory is ftill 2o
be feen. The following ‘epitaph appeared foon afterwards.

Ci git cet Ecoflois celebre,
Ce calculateur fans egale,

Due, par les regles de I’ Algebre,
A mis la France a I’ bopital +.

HBis external appearance, as has' been already mentioned, was un-
commionly engaging, very few being reckoned his equal in perfonal gra-
ces; and his converfation, enlivened with wit, and feafoned with repar-
tees, was no lefs attrative, Uhniting-to thefe qualifications, diftin-
guithed politenefs, and the [weeteft and moft infinuating manners, he
hardly ever failed to conciliate the regard of all who knew him t. The

' Duchefs.

* Nouvelle Ditionaire Hiftorique, au mot Law.

+ Mercure &’ Avril 15729, p. 814. Nouv. Di&. Hift. ubx fupra..

1 Law etoit d’un taille haute et bien proportionée; il avoit ’air grand et preve-

' pant, le vifage ovale, le front élevé, les yeux bien fendus, le regard doux, le nez a-

quilin, et 1a bouche agréeable; on peut, fans flaterie, le mettre au rang des hommes
les mieux faits. Son efprit repondoit a fon extérieur. Tout cela joint a fes manie-
res douces et infinuantes, lui attiroit I'eftime et la confidence de ceux qui I’approch-
oient. Hift. Syft. i. 69.

Grand, bien fait, d’'une figure agréable et noble, de benncoup d’efprit, d’'une po-
liteffe diftinguée, avec de la hauteur fans infolence. 11y avoit chez lui plus d’ordre
et de propreté que de luxe.~Duclos, ii. 134..
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Duchefs Dowager of Orleans relates that, confidering he was a foreign-
er, he did not fpeak the French language ill; and her Royal Highnefs
highly commends his polite, yet fpirited behaviour, on coming firft into
power, an inftance of which will be found in the fubjoined note *.

The fuperiority. of his talents is beft evinced by the circumftance of
his raifing himfelf, by them alone, to the firt place in point of power
and confequence, in a -nation accuftomed to regard all foreigners, efpe-
cially his countrymen, in a very inferior light. While the Mzﬁ/t‘pp:
Syftem, a project perfedly original in its nature, and admirable for the
number, the variety, and the importance of the objeéts it comprehend-
ed, furnifhes a ftrong proof of the extent of his genius, the greatnefs of
his views, and the aftonifhing fertility of his refources in the execution
of his plans.

To his moral charatter, I am forry to fay no compliments can be
paid. His uncommon perflonal endowments generally infured him fuc-
«cefs in affairs of gallantry, and to thefe unworthy pur{uits he devoted
too much of his time. ZLockhart of Carnwath relates, that, even before
he left Scotland, he was “ nicely expert in all manner of debauche-
ries ;” and it is faid that he lived feveral years in a courfe of adultery
with an Englith Lady, whom he had perfuaded to elope from her huf-

‘band, and to accompany him in his rambles abroad. The Duc de Ri-

chelieu {peaks in very plain terms of the attachment the Duchefs
Dowager of Orleans had for Mr Law t, and we have feen that he was

by

* M. Laws aeu une violent guerelle avec ce fou De — qui vouloit lui forcer a
faire une chofe expreflement defendu par mon fils. Scavez vous bien que je fuis,
demanda t'il a Lgws? Oui, repondit celui ci, fans cela je ne vous refpefterois pas
comme je fais. Vous devez donc m'obeir, dit 'un. Je vous obeirai, dit P’autre,
quand vous ferez Regent. s Fragm. ii. 271.

+ La Duchefle Douairiere vivoit publiquement avec Law.— Memoires de Richelieu
ii. 180.—ZLaw un des plus beaux hommes de fon tems, fe chargea de lui (la mere
du Regent) fairela cour et de ldi plaire; et la Princefle f’en accommoda ;. car dans

fon vieux age elle avoit encore Je temperamment des jeunes demoifelles de vingt
3118. L iiio l!v - ’
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by no means indifferent to the Countefs of Orkacy, the witty favourite
of King William. ‘ ’

Befides the works already mentioned, “ Propofals and Reafons for
« conftituting a Council of Trade,” and “ Money and Trade confider-
“ ed,” each of which has gone through two editions, Mr Law publithed
in France fome tra&s upon Credit and Finance. Towards the end of
1790, there appeared at Paris an oavo volume, entitled, “ Oexuvres de
“ J. Law Controleur General des Finances de France ﬁm le Regent.”
This volume, publithed by M. Senouer, formerly Captain of Engineers,
a gentleman of uncommon abilities and knowledge, contains 1ft, Mr
Law’s claffical work, * Money and Trade confidered,” tranflated into-
French. 2&, Two memorials, on the fubje&t of Banks and Banking,
prefented by Mr Law to the Regent. 3. Fifteen letters on the fame
fubje&t, addreffed-to that Prince. And 4. A letter, with fome extralls.
from a memorial, fent to the Due de Bourbon from London in 1724, for-
merly noticed. This book, enriched by the intelligent editor with a
preliminary difcourfe, and illuftrated by valuable notes, is in high efti-
mation in France, and has contributed not a little to remove the erro-
neous opinions of the Syftem entertained in that country.

Mr Law married Lady Catberine Knollys, third daughter of Nicholas,
third Earl of Banbury, (by his fecond wife Anne, youngelt daughter of
William Lord Sherard.) By that Lady, who was married firft to——Se-
nor Efq. and who died about the year 1747, @ta. 76. Mr Law had one
fon, Fobn Law of Laurifton, his [ucceflor, and one daughter, Mary Ca-
therine, a very accomplifhed lady, married 4th Fuly 1734, to her firflt
coufin William, Vifcount Wallingford, (eldeft fon of Charles fourth Earl
of Banbury,) Major of the firft troop of Horfe Guards. This young no-
bleman reprefented the Borough of Banbury in two Parliaments; and
a patent was made out, to call him up to the houfe of Peers, by the ti-
tle of Baron of Althorpe in the County of Lincols, (an eftate belonging
. to him,) but it was prevented from taking effe¢t by his Lordfhip’s fud-
den death, 6th June 1740. Leaving mo iffue, his half brotber, the

Rev.
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Rev. Charles Knollys became Viﬁ’:ount Wallingford, and afterwards
fifth Earl of Banbury on his father’s deceafe 28th Aug. fame year. Lady
Wallingford furviving her hufband more than half a century, died at her
houfe in Park Street, qu/’vcnor Square, London, 14th O&. 1790, being
then about eighty years of age ®. .

Fobn Law of Laurifton, only fon and heir of the Comptroller General,
did not fail, during his father’s exaltation, to have his full fhare of the
univerfal adulation and courtfhip lavifhly beftowed on his family. He
was frequently in the company of the young King, Louis XV. and had
the honour of being named, along with fome young noblemen of the
higheft quality in the nation, totakea part withhis Majefty in a moft fuperb
ballet, planned by the Marechal de Villeroi ; but he was prevented from
enjoying that honour by an attack of the meafles. Manifefling a prcdiléc-
tion for a military life, Lord Stanbope, in hopes of gaining over his father,
promifed him the command of a regiment in the Britifh fervice, a protnife
that was never fulfilled. In May 1720, the Duc de la Force being de-
puted Ambaffador to London, in order to conclude feveral affairs of great
importance with the Britith miniftry, Mr Law refolved to accompany
his Grace, and had aQually taken his departure from Paris with the
Duke’s brother, and other young noblemen ; but fome obftacles arifing,

‘a courier was difpatched with orders for them to come back. After the

downfall of the Syftem, he refided chiefly at Chantilly and St Maur with
the Duc de Bourbon and in Dec. 1720, accompanied his father in his
retreat from France, and fubfequent travels. He afterwards fettled with g
his mother at Utrecht and Bruyffels, and died a Cornet in the Regiment
of the Prince of Nafau Friefland, of the fmall pox, at Maeftricht in
1734, aged about 30, unmarried 1, fo the eftate of Lauriffon, in virtue of
) a
* Information from Thomas fixth Earl of Banbury, (who died at Winchefier 18th
;t{arcb 1793,) communicated by his fon William feventh and prefent Earl of Ban-
ury.
{ Duclos ii. 73. Fragm, ii, 271. Lord Stair’s Letters. Mem. Reg. ii. 401. In-
oo formation
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a fpecial entail executed by his grandmother, devolved upon his un-
cle,

William Law of Laurifion, next furviving brother of the Comptroller
General, who was born at Edinbargb 24th OZ. 1675, and bred to the
profeflion of a goldfmith, or banker, in that city. He afterwards fettled
in London, from whence he was called to Frazce in 1719, to affilt in the
operations of the Miffiippi Syftem. On his arrival at Paris, he was pre-
fented to the Regent by his brother, who had fo much candour as to
mention, that it was he that had planned the proje@s which bid fair to
be of fuch advantage to the kingdom. He was immediately conftitut-
ed DireGor General of the India Company, and one of the Dire@ors of
the Royal Bank, and continued to execute thefe offices with great affi-
duity, the department of foreign correfpondence being allotted te him,
on account of the high eftimation in which he was held by ftrangers of
all nations, till the downfall of the Syftem. Soon after this fatal event,
and the confequent difgrace of his brother, his whole effects were feized
upon and confifcated, all his books and papers carried off, and he him-
felf committed prifoner to the Bafile, where, and in the Conciergerie, he
remained fifteen months. The chief pretext of this long confinement
was a debt of about 3,500,000 liv. advanced in fpecie to him by the In.
dia Co%npany; but it was proved that he had employed that fum, by
the exprefs orders of the Regent, in the payment of {ubfidies to foreign
princes. N;)twithﬁanding this fa was clearly eftablifhed, no part of his
great property was ever reftored; and he continued to refide in Paris,
in a comparatively indigent ftate, till his death, which happened in the
' Ii _‘ . Scotch

formation from the late Earl of Bandury. His Lordthip mentioned, that on Mr Law's
desth, the widow 5# Paw/ of.Paris made a demand upon Lady Catherine Law of the
fum of 200,000 liv. due to her in confequence of fome tranfations during the Miffi-
fippi fyftem: Her Ladythip refitting the claim, a procefs was inftituted to compel
payntent, and feveral letters that paiad 'om this occafion between the tén Duke of
Portlasd and Lady Wallingford, are now in the pofleffion of the Earl of Basbury. -

-
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Scotch College in that cit);, in the year 1752,in the 77th year of his
age, and he lies buried in the chapel of that feminary *.

He married Mils Rebecca Dives, a3 lady of great beauty and accom-
plithments, by whom he had four daughters, two of whom died unmar-
ried, a third was married, firtt to M. de la Cour, and after his death to

‘M. le Cor;lte de. Berrqandet, and died in 1790, the fourth became the
wife of M. de Boifferoles, Counfellar of the Chamber of Accompts and
Finances at Montpellier ;. they both had iffue. HWilliam Law of Lauri/-
ton had alfo two fons, Jobn Law of Lauriffon, his beir, and Yames Fran-
cis Law, who was born in 1724, and at the age of 17 embarked for the
Eaft Indies, in the military fervice of the French India Company. In
1747, being quartered at Pondicbery, he was detached by M. Dypleix
with 100 Europeans and 300 Sepoys to defend the fortrefs of Arian-
copang againft, and thus retard the progrefs of, the Britith troops under
Admiral Bofcawen approaching to the fiege of the former place. Mr
Law repulfed an attack of 700 of the prime of the Englith army, who
attempted to ftorm the.fortrefs, and obliged them to retreat with 150 of
their men killed and wounded. He continued to hold out Ariancopang
againft the whole force of Admiral Bofcawen for fome days, till a quan;.
tity of gunpowder accidentally blowing up, killed and difabled 100 of
his men, whereupon he thought proper to retreat in good order to Pon-
dicbery, the fiege of which was foon afterwards raifed.

In 1751, Mr Law had the command of the French troops fent to the
afliftance of Chundafabeb, Soubah of the fouthern provinces, and along
with that prince beleaguered ZFritchinapoly in 1752; but upon the ap-
proach of Major Lawrence and Capt. Clive, they were obliged, after an
unfuceefsful attempt to cut off an Englilh convoy, to retire on the 2d
of April into the Ifland of Seringbam, formed by the Caveri and Coles
roon rivers. Here they were invefted by Major Lawrence on the fouth

bank

® Mem. Reg. ii. 323. M. 5. account of the family of Low of Lauriffos, in my
Poﬂ.&ono ¢ ’ . N :
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bank of the Caveri, and Captain Clive on the north fide of the Coleroon,
- by whom all fuccours attempted to be fent to Mr Law being repulfed,
and the endeavours he made to furprize the Englith having failed, he
was conftrained, for want of provifions, to furrender himfelf and his
whole forces amounting to 800 Europeans and 2000 Sepoys, to Major
Lawrence 1ft June 1753, '
Procuring his releafe not long afterwards, he was, in~the middle of
Fuly 1756, detached from Mafulipatam with a body of troops to the af-
fitance of M. Byffy, whom he joined, after a difficult and dangerous
march, wherein he was perpetually harrafled by the Mabratsas, on the
15th Aug. at Hyderabad. He was received by M. Buffy with the ac-
knowledgements due to his perfeverance and valour; and a peace was
foon afterwards concluded with the enemy, who had no inclination to
cope with the French, when they beheld the formidable fuccours
brought by Mr Lasw. He continued with M. Bufy’s army during
1757 and 1758, foon rofe to the firft rank ia the fervice, and was made
ene of the Knights of the order of Sz. Logis. He died in 1767, in the
43d year of his age, at the Ifle of France, on his voyage to Pondicbery
in quality of Commander in chief of the troops of the Eaft India Com-
' pany, leaving, by his wife Mifs Carvalbo of Madras, a lady of Portu-
guefe extradtion, one fon, Yames Francis Law, born at Pondichery in
1758, an officer in the army, (who married in 1791, and has one fon,)
alfo three daughters, the eldeft is married to M. d¢ Bruno, the fecond is
widow - of Cbarles Smith Efq. formerly Governor of Madras, and the
- youngef is the wife of Samuel Fobnfon, Efq. one of the Council of Mg«
dras ; all thefe have iffue,

Jobn Lanw of Lanrifton, the eldeft fon and heir, was born on the
15th of Oclober 1719, when his father and uncle were in the zenith of
their glory. Upon the fhipwreck of their fortunes, his mother and her
family Scing taken under the immediate prote@ion of the Duchefs of
Bourbon, that lady fuperintended his education, and in 1742 procureil .
him an appointment in the civil fervice of thé'Eatt India Company., On

Iiz2 this
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shis occafion, the Directors propofed in conﬁdérzition of the merits of his
ancle, who had been the founder of that company,to fend him ont at
ence in quality of Counfelior, although he had mot attained the age re-
quired by their ftatutes; but the Duchefs and his other friends judgiog
that it would tend more to his improvement to pafs through the fubordi-
_ nate gradations, he was accordingly at firft employed as a writer. - Af
ter ferving fome years in that capacity, he became fucceffively Junior
Merchant and Counfellor, and had the commaand of feveral fettlements
in Bengal; he was chief of Cofimbazar in that province in 1756, when
the Nabob Seuradjot Dola fell fuddenly and vwnexpe@edly upon the En-
glifb faGories. On this occafion Mr Law did not fail t6 render all thefer-
" wice in his power to feveral individuals and families of that nation, belong.
ing to Ceflimbazar, Dacca, and Calcutsa*® ; but his friendly exertions in
their favour were foon interrupted, intelligence of the war betwixt Bri-
taén and France arriving in Zxdia in December that year. "Soon after-
wards, the Britith forces under Admiral Watfon and- Colonel Chige com-
ing to Bengal after reducing Geriab, attacked wad took in March 1752
the fettlement of Chandernagor, the prineipal place belunging ta -the
French in that province. Some officers and foldiers of that fortrefs, how-
ever, having made their efcape, and.joined Mr Law at Cofimbazar, he
was induced, in confideration of the _critical fitustion of .affuiss, to pur
himfelf at their head, the Nabob promifing to fupply’ him with money
for their maiotainance. This force was .afterwards increafed dby two
fmall detachments from Patna and Dacca. On the 16th of April; My
Law received from Souradjot Dola orders to leave Goffmbdaxar, and roarch
to Boglipore, whether he accordingly proceeded with his troop, which
confifted of about 300 men, of whom 2c¢q, including 13 officers, were
) Europeans

. * Mr Flohuell mentions, that he and fome of thofe who furvived the homrs of tha
Black hole of Calcutta, on their paffage from thence to Muxadabad experienced eve~
7y 22 of humanity and kindnefs from Mr Zaw, who fupplied them with clothes,, li-
men, provifions, lignors,, and left no means unatternpted to procuse thcnrda&
Holwells Tralts, 271, 372 ,
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Europedns, although he had no more than 6oco rupees for their {up-
port. .. He continued fome days in tbe neighbourhood of that place,
in confequence-of letters from the Nabab, who ordered himr to be con-
flantly on the march without cither advancing or retreating. This was
by no means an ealy tafk, defiitute as the troop was of money and necef-
faries ; - but Soxrgdjor Dola, who to his other vices joined the moft fordid
avarice, and was, befides furrounded with traitors that wifhed for nothing
more than his ruin, would not for a long time afford Mr Law any pecuni-
ary affitance. :He, Fowever, at l+ft, uwawillingly. @nt a fcanty fupply of
about 20,000 rupees to Mr Law, ordéring: him at the fame time to retire .
with all fpeed'to' Pasna, where he arrived the begimming of Fune. - Thefe
orders were iffued iv- confequence of the Nabob's treacherous counfeliors
foggefting that it ‘would be 2n eafy matter to conclude a' treaty with
thie Englifh, whén the French were removed to s diftance. - That effe@,
bowever, did not foliow ; and this: usadvifed ftep of Soaradjor Dela it or-
deringMc Late 1o remove fo far from his army, and thus depriving him-
feif of the immediate advice and afiftance of fo intelligent an officer, oc+
cafioned; .in xhz oplmon of Lord Clive hnm(elf the deﬁmﬁum of that
pumcg_ .

. "The Nabob, However, was npt long in ﬂndmg out his mor, and o
the tath of Fune difpacched 2a expres to Mr Law, with ordess for him
to join his army, then encamped at -Flgfey, with all expedition. Golo~
nel Clive, on receiving intelligence thereof, being ‘apprehesifive that M
Laie’s arrival would add firength to the Nabob’s foree, and vigour to his
councils, advifed an immodiate attack upon-the army. before that junc-
tion could take place. This counfel being followed, its fruit was the fa-
mous battle of Plaffey fought on the 23d of Fuue 1757, when Sauradjor
Dols’s whole azmy was defeated, and himfelf takes and put to deatls. -

- Mr Low did not tective the Nabob’s letter till the 228 of Fume,
ten days after the date ; 5 its tranﬁmﬂion, having been delayed by fome
of the traitors in the aany. He, however, immediately, embarhd «bl& ‘
detachment in duzzequr wpon the Gomger, and ftruggling agatnt & vio-

‘ . [EDEPPYL . R R knt,
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fuithful affociates. . #ygobor and the Mabrattas removing from the
neighbourhood of Debly, and Mr Law marching towards that capital,
met on the fame road, at the diftance of 16 miles from thence. Both
parties encamped immediately ; Mr Law paid his refpe@s to.the prince
in his tent, all was foon fettled betwixt them, and the next day they be-
gea to march towards Bengal, the former hoping by this powerful affil-
tance to be able to re-eftablifh the interefts of the French in that pro-
vince. Hitelrao however was by no means in earneft in this affair, hia
fole view being to obtain the mouey his general had demanded from the
Vizir, and in effe@ that minifter feeing him as it were, in pofleflion of 4
dygobor, foon came to an accommodation with Gkar Mollar, who obtain<
ed payment of the whole arrears due to bis army. During the negotia~
tion, Mr Laso and his detachmient ‘were kept continually in motion, in
name of the prince, but in fat to ferve the purpafes of Hitelrao, who
apprapriated to himfelf the fpoils of feveral forts and villages taken by
the French troops. -

“The terms of the accommodation being at laft fettled, Alygobor ex-
plained the whole to Mr Lusw, at the fame time men)ioning that it had
become neceffary to put off the expedition into Beagal to fome “future
period. He requefted that Mr Law would keep clofe to him; but this
requeft the latter was under the meceflity of refufing, being apprehens
five that if he complied therewith he wauld be too far removed from
the fcenes of attion, to co-operate with the reft of the French. troops in .
India. On this account he judged it his duty. to endeavour to effectuate
a junétion with M. By/ly, who then commanded in the Decas. With
this view, he proceeded the length of Galeor, where receiving arders
from M. De Leyris, Governor and Commander in chief of the Frehch
fettlements, to remain in the vicinity. of Besgal, he refolved to pafs «the
approaching rainy feafon at Choterpayr, a village in the province of 4l
lababed, and accordingly arrived there in- Jupe 1258, . During the wet
months, he was not idle, employing his time in perfelting his detagh-
ment in their exercifes, and in providing neceffaries far his. men, . and

ammunition
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" ammunition for the field pieces, as was his conftant praltice at that
feafon. : ’ .

After the rains were over, Mr Law continued to refide a while at
Choterpour, uncertain what courfe to take; but at length he received
information of the arrival of M. de Lally, and a ftrong {quadron under
the command of M. &’Ache, on the coaft of Coromandel, and that they
were making preparations to befiege Madras. Communicating this
intelligence to .Alygobor, thgt Prince found means a fecond time to
elude the vigilance of the Vizir, and repaired, with fuch troops as he
could raife, to Mabmoud Couli Kban, Governor of Allababad. Mr Law
immediately prepared to join him ; but on his arrival at Benares was not
a little furprized to find that Alygobor had proceeded to Patna without
waiting for his detachment, and had moreover left orders for him to re-
main where he was. This imprudent ftep was taken in confequence of
the advice of Mabmoud Couli Kban, who having been, as was fufpected,
gained by the intrigues of Colonel Clive, informed* Alygobor that if he
marched into Bengal with his own troops alone, that province would in-
ftantly fubmit. Trufting to this advice, he fent orders to Mr Law to
remain at-Benares, and advancing towards Patna, (where at that time
was not one European foldier or fepoy, the Englifh having drawn all
their forces to Calcutta, to be the better enabled to refit M. Lall ,) the
Governor amufed him with negociations, till he was informed that Colo-
nel Clive was on the march to relieve him, when he broke off the treaty,
and bid the Prince defiance. Alygobor then perceiving the error he - had
fallen into, difpatched an exprefs with orders to Mr Law to join him in-
ftantly. His detachment accordingly fet out and joined the army 4th
April 17593 but the fiege of Patna (where the Prince loft a great num-
ber of troops in feveral ill managed affaults) being then in part raifed,

* and Colonel Cive with the Britith forces and thofe of Mird Yafer Ali Kban
being at the diftance of only ten miles, a retreat was judged unavoida.
ble. Alygobor’s army however retreated in good order, the French de-
tachment bringing up the rear. .

- Kk . Mr
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M Law feeing that nothing effectual could now be done where he
was, refumed his intention of marching into the Decan. This defign
was however fruftrated by the intelligence he received of the capture of
Mafulipatam *, which laid him under the neceffity of aitering his courfe,
. and returning to his old quarters at Choterpour, where he a fecond time
paffed the rainy months.

Alygobor refolving to make new efforts to recover Bengal out of the
hands of the Britifh and their allies, re-entered that province in February
1760, induced to take that ftep chiefly by the prefling invitations of the
Rajahs; who had feveral proofs of the bad difpofition of the Nabob to-
wards them. His army confifted of above 30,000 men, almoft all caval-
ry ; but be was badly provided with artillery, having none with him ex-
cept the field pieces belonging to the detachment of Mr Law, who joined
him in April, and was extremely ferviceable to his canfe, particularly by
procaring intelligence from Bengal. They a fecond time undertook the
fiege of Patma, but their artillery being too weak to make any impreffion
on that place, defended by Europeans and fepoys well provided with
arms and ammunition, they were again obliged to raife it, after lofing
. many men. Mr Law’s detachment in particular loft ¥6 Europeans, ma-
ny Sepoys, and feveral Mogul Cavaliers who had entered into the French
fervice. After this repulfe, the army of Alygobor over-run great part of
the province of Bakar, and by means of Mr Law’s field pieces reduced
feveral fmall forts, and made themfelves mafters of an extent of country
fufficient for their fubfiftence.

The Emperor Alumghir Sani was at this time affaffinated by two pre- -
tended faquirs employed by Ghaziouddin Kban, who gav'e orders for pro-
claiming one of the young princes (whom he thought he could eafily
manage ) Emperor, under the name of Schab Dejan. Alygobor, however,
upon receiving intelligence of his father’s death, was proclaimed by his
army, and affumed the name of Sebab Alen. This could not fail to ope-

rate

. ® By Colonel Forde, yth April, 1759,
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rate as an additional inducement to Mr Zaw to attach-himfelf clofely to
that Prince, the more efpecially as he was informed that Pondichery was
about to be befieged by the Britifh, and thence faw the importance of eri-
deavouring to make a diverfion, in order to divide and weaken the troops
of the latter. The moft faithful fervants of Schab Alem on this occafion
received additional marks of that prince’s favour, Soudja ol Dola being
appointed Vizir, the Rajah Camgar Kban nominated Mir Bokchys, or Ge-
neraliflimo of the troops; and Mr Law was raifed to the higheft digni-
ties in his power to beftow, being created Nabob and Emir of the empire,
and appointed Mir dAdteche, or Grand Mafter of the Artillery.

- Still further to manifet his regard for Mr Law, -Scbab Alem made him
a vifit of ceremony in his tent, “which was reckoned a fingular mark of
condefcenfion. He was alfo often invited to the Emperor’s table, and
frequently enjoyed- long .converfations with that Prince, whofe fituation °
was at times truly alarming, on account of the mutinous difpofitions of
his army. One day feveral foldiers having affembled about the royal
tent with a menacing air, Mr Law’s'detachinent was called to the affiftance
of Schab Alem, and ferved for a long time as his body guard. So great
was the Emperor’s confidence in that party, that he could hardly think
himfelf in fafety, except when the French were about him.

Schab Alem’s affairs, however, foon began to wear a more promifing af-
pe&. Colonel Clive had taken his departure for Europe, and the Nabob
of Bengal tived of the tyranny of the Britith, and liftening to the fuggef-
tions of his fon Miren, an enterprizing young prince, who to great cou-

‘rage and talents for war joined an invincible hatred of that nation, re-
folved to efpoufe the caufe of the new Kmperor. He accordingly enter-
ed into a private treaty with Scbab Alem, and propofed to firike a bold
ftroke in favour of that prince, whom he propofed fecretly to join ; but
the proje& was betrayed to Mr Holwell, at that time acting as Governor
of Calcutta, by Camgar Kban, Commander in chief of the Emperor’s

 forces, - Kk 2

This
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This intelligence could not fail to occafion great confternation among
the Britifh, who forefaw the ruin of their power in Bengal, if the propo-
fed junction fhould take place; and therefore they exerted themfelves to
prevent it. The only methods of bringing about this end appeared to
be the depofing of the Nabob,and raifing to his place one who could be de-
pended upon, or the endeavouringto gain over Schab Alem to their intereft,
This lat Mr Holwell thought could be accomplithed by offering to ac-
count to him for the revenues of Bengal, to a& under his orders, and to

“affit him with Englifh troops, provided he would agree to deliver up Mr

Law and his party. But this idea was given up, and Mr Holwell refol-
ved to try the other alternative, which was rendered pra&icable by the
treachery of Caffim Ali Kban, fon in law of the Nabob, who found means
to procure the affaffination of Miren. . When this faét was perpetrated,
the Britith found no difficulty in depofing Mird Fafer Ali Kban, and raif-
ing Caffim to his dignity. The new Nabob, eager to manifeft his grati-
tude, raifed a large body of troops, and being joined by Major Carnac,
marched into Babar to oppofe Schab Alem. As this ar}ny confifted of
about 700 Europeans, 6ooc complefely difciplined Sepoys, and 25,000
well trained horfe, having their arrears regularly cleared, Mr Law advifed
the Emperor to retreat, his forces, thoogh almoft equal in number, being
in general badly armed, il mounted and paid, and without {ubordina-
tion. The traitor Camgar Kban however, in whom Schab Alem placed
great confidence, prevailed upon that Prince to wait the event, and the ’
two armies accordingly met at Helfa, a village fome miles fouth of Patna,
on the 15th Jan. 1761. Orders being given for engaging, Camgar
Kban, on the firft difcharge of the artillery, quitted the field, and involy.
‘ed the whole Indian army in the rout. Mr ZLaw, thus deferted, was
wbliged ‘to retreat ; but withing to preferve his field pieces, which had
hitherto proved the fafeguard of his troop, he could not, confiftently with
‘this view, march through very difficult roads quickly enough to effe@uate
his efcape. He was confequently foon overtaken and furrounded by
the Britifh forces, and obliged to yield himfelf prifoner to Major Carnac.

2 - It



LAW OF LAURISTON. 261

Itis not a little remarkable, that Poadicbery capitulated the day Mr
Law's detachment was taken 1200 miles from thence; confequently the
French on one and the fame day experienced two of the moft fevere

- blows they had received during the courfe of this war, fo unfortunate for
their interefts in Indfa. A few of Mr Law’s men, however, made their
efcape, and joined Schab Alem '; but that Prince furrendered himfelf to
the Britifh on the 4th Feb. following. ' '

In order to form a juft eftimate of Mr Law’s exertions, from his quitting
-Coffimbazar to his capture at Helfa, it is neceflary to obferve that he was
-not bred to the military fervice, and that his party confifted of only 200

" Europeans collefted in a hurry from all quarters, often in want of mo-
‘ney and credit, and confequently ill provided with neceffaries and am-
“moumition. With this fmall force he traverfed a vaft' extent of country
far removed from any French fettlement, frequently forcing his way
through hoftile and oppofing nations, was able to engage feveral of the
powers of India in his intereft, and accafioned many important diver-
“fions which divided and weakened the Britifh troops. Of .all his -expe-
‘ditions, that which feemned the ‘moft likely to be attended with fuccefs,
was the incarfion e made in company with Alygobor into Bengal m
1759; for if Madras, befieged fince the 14th Dec. 1758, had been tak-
en in February following,as could foarcely have failed to happen, if the
cornmanders by land and at fea, (Lally and D’ Ache) bad been an good
zerms, the French propofed to have proceeded from thence to Bengal,
where they would have arrived in courfe in March-or April 1759. In
that cafle, it would hardly have been paffible for the Britifh to have fent

~any detachment from their army in that province, the troops there, be-
ing fearcely fufficient to make head againtt M. Lally’s forces alone ; and
confequently Colonel Glive could not have marched into Babar to raife
the fiege of Patna, and repulfe A/ygobor, without leaving Beagal quite
expofed. Thus hemmed in by Mr Lsw and Alygabor on one hand,
and by M. Lally on the other, the fituation of the Britith would have be-
come extremely.-perilous, the more efpecially as {everal Rajahs of Beagal
: were
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were ready to efpoufe the caufe of the Mogul Prince, who was fo much
‘attached to the French, as to have taken an oath on the Alcoran, to
fupport their intereft to the utmoft of his power. From the teftimony
of the Britith themfelves, it appears/ that Mr Law by the alliances he
formed, more than once occafioned the moft ferious apprehenflons to the
Government of Bengal ; fo we may be allowed to fuppofe that had he
been at the head of a ftrong party of well difciélincd troops, regularly
fupplied with money, it would have become almoft impoflible to refift
his force, efpeciélly when his perfonal influence with Alygobor, his inti-
-mate knowledge of Indian politics, his intelligence, adtivity, and cou-
rage, are taken into the account. )
Mr Law returning ihtobEuropc on his parole in 1762, after twenty
years abfence, found, on his arrivalin France, that the King, entertaining
a high fenfe of the important fervices he had rendered to the nation,
had been pleafed, in April 1760, to nominate him Governor of Pondiche-
ry, and Commandant (under M. Lally, with refpe to the military de-
partment) of all the French fettléements in #ndia, as alfo to raife him to
the rank of Colonel, and to enroll him among the Knights of the order
of St. Louis. After the peace of 1763 was concluded, Mr Law, in confe-
quence of thefe appointments failed a fecond time for India, in quality
of Commiffioner plenipotentiary for refuming pofleffion of the places
ceded by the Englifh, Governor of Pondichery, Commandant General of
all the French fettlements in India, and Prefident of all the Councils,
both fuperior and provincial, to be fixed there. He was afterwards ap-
pointed Commiflioner plenipotentiary for examining into, and fettling,
all differences that had arifen or were likely to arife betwixt the French °
and Englifh eftablilhments. In thefe various capacities, Mr Law go-
- verned the French poffeffions in Jndia with high applaufe till the begin-
- ning of the year 1777, when he was relieved from his weighty charge ;
but the orders of the King 15yjng him under the neceflity .of remaining
‘there, till he had given his fucceflor (who never had been in that
- quarter) full information concerning the different provinces and go-
' vernments



LAW OF LAURISTON. 263

Y

vernments of that immenfe country, he did not find himfelf at li-
berty to leave it till the end of Fume 1778. He accordingly prepared
to return to Europe; but intelligence of the commencement of hoftili-
ties, being foon afterwards received in India, the Britifh troops at Ma-
dras made difpofitions to attack Pandzcbery, and Mr Law refolved to
wait the event. The fiege of that place was accordingly begun in Au«
£uf? 1778, and continued till the 18th O&. following, when it furrender-
ed. Mr Law, ferving all that time as a voluateer, had the misfortune
to be'wounded, though in fo flight a manner as not to prevent his being
deputed to adjuft the articles of capitulation with Sir Heftor Monro,
- Commander of the Britifh land forces ; thus putting the finithing hand
to his fplendid carreer in Jzdia by affuming, for the fecond time, the
chara&ter of a foldier, in which he had already been fo highly diftin-
guithed, and had rendered fuch eflential fervices to the caufe of his
country. . ’

The enfuing year; 1779, Mr Law took his paflage for Eurape and as
the Sartine, in which he embarked, was one of the cartel fhips, he
flattered himfelf with the hope of being able to reach Framce without
moleftation. In this, however, he was difappointed ; for meeting a Bri-’
tith man of war of 64 guns, that veffel, without {peaking a word, dii'-
charged a broadfideon the Sarsine, which killed the captain and twelve
failors and foldiers, wounded the like number, and fo much damaged
the fhip, that the was obliged, ready to fink, to-bear away ‘for Cadiz.
Proceeding from thence to Marjeilles, Mr Law arrived in France in
Fune 1780, and on his arrival found that he had been raifed to thé rank
of Marechal de Camp on the 1ft of March preceding *.

' ’ ‘ - He

* The foregoing ditail was taken chiefly from a M. S. communicated by Mr Law
himfelf ; butas the modefty which ever accompanies real merit prevented that gen—-
tleman from enlarging on his important fervices, the defect was in fome meafure fup-
plied by No. V1. of the Tableau de la fituation aituelle des Anglois dans les Indes ori-
entales, by the late noted M. Briffot de Warville, one of the members of the prefent Na-

tional Convention of Frafm, exccuted on the 31ft O&, 1793. In drawing this up, M.
.Brjot
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He married in 1735, Mifs Jean Carvalbo, a native of Chandernagor,
daughter of a Portuguefe gentleman fettled -at Calcutta, and by her had
i
e, 1. Fean, born 8th March 1757, married in 1777, to M. le Comte
de la Fare Lopez, Captain of Cavalry, Baran of the Holy Roman Em-
pire, and has iffue one fon and two daughters.

2. Anne, born 2d Dec.1761, died 2d Dec. 1762, . -

3. jobn, born 31ft Fuly, and died 19th Der. 1765.

4. jobn William Law of Laurifton, born at Chandernagor 8th Sep.
1766, a Lieutenant of the French Navy, who inheriting the {pirit of en-
terprize for which his family bas uniformly been diftinguifhed, failed in
Fune 1785 with the celebrated M. de Ja Peroufe, on an expedition
round the world in the Bouffole and Afirolade frigates. He has, in all
probability, perithed with that unfortunate circumnavigator, of whom
no intelligence has been received fince March 1788, when he left Boza-
" ny Bay, after having failed round Cape Horn, explored the coaft of Chili
and California, vifited Nootka Sound, Kamtfchatka, and Manjla, and
touched at the Sandwich and Friendly 1flands *.

5. James Alexander, born 1ft Feb. 1768, married to a danghtcr of
M. le Duc, Marecbal de Camp, Infpettor General of the artillery, and has
one fon named Auguftus,

6. Charles Louis.

7. Fofeph Charles.

8. Francis jobn Wiiliam,

9. Louis George,

Arms.

Briffot was affifted by a journal kept by Mr Lsw; and he has likewife inferted feve-
ral curious particulars concerning the manners and cuftoms of the Afiatics, commu-
nicated by the fame gentleman.—See alfo Holwe/Ps India Tradls, §5, 271, 372.—
Scrafton’s Refle@tions on the Government of Indoffan, 111.— Entick’s Hiftory of the
late war, v. 216.—Minutes of the Sele& Committee, 1772.——P¢rlers Evidences of
of our Tranfalions in India, &c.
* Philips’ Voyage to Botany Bay, 141s

-
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Arms. Ermine, a bend betwixt two cocks, Gules. Creft, on a wreath
an unicorn’s head, proper. Motto, Nec obfcura nec ima.

’,

NETHER CRAMOND.
INGLIS OF CRAMOND.

THE annexed Pedigree, drawn up from Douglas’s Baronage of Scot-
land, p. 264, 265, and from the Regifters of Edinburgh and Cramond,
will fhow the defcent and connetions of one of the principal families
in Midlothian, a family which has always been highly efteemed and re-
fpe@ed, particularly in this parifh, their chief place of refidence for up-
wards of 170 years. -

Notrs in reference to that PEDIGREE.

(A.) Yobn Inglis, the fecond proprietor of Cramond of this family', had fo great an
attachment to the Prefbyterian mode of worthip, that a fine of L. 6000 Sc. was im-
pofed upon him for nonconformity, by the Parliament of Scot/and in 1662 ; and on
the 11th July 1674, he was fummoned to attend the Privy Council, before whom
he acknowledged that he had been fix times in Cramond church, when conventicles
were held there. For this besnous offence, the Council amerciated him in the fourth
part of the 'valued rent of his eftate toties quoties, and ordered him to be carried to
prifon, to be confined there till that fum was paid, and longer during their pleafure.
He was, however, difcharged from imprifonment, on payment of the fine. (Wod-
row’s Hiftory of the church of Scot/and, vol. 32.)

(B.) Sir Yobn Inglis,fecond Baronet of Cramond, enjoyed for many years the office
of Poftmafter General of Scotland, and sattained the age of 88 without fuffering fo
much as one days confinement by ficknefs. Of thefe, 63 years were paflfed in a
married ftate; and nothing could exceed the harmony in which he lived with his
"lady, Anne, daughter of Adam Cockburn of Ormiftoun, one of the Lords of Seffion,
and Lord Juftice Clerk, by his fitft wife Lady Sufan Hamilton, daughter of Yobn,
fourth Earl of Haddington. Lord Ormiffoun married, fecondly, Sir Fobn Inglis's
mother, by whom he had at leaft one daughter, Fean, born 29th Marck 1709, who
was married to William Walker, Efq. and died at Kelfo 2 5th Fune 1792, wta. 84.

p L1 (C.) Charles
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(C) Clarles Inglis Efq. youngeft fon of Sir Yobn Inglis,entered early into thefeafer-
vice, and after paffing through the ufual fubordinate gradations, was appointed Cap-
tain of the Royal Navy 15th Dec. 1761. In 1778, he failed commander of the Sa-
litbury of 50 guns to the Weft Indies; and on the x2th Dec. 1779, cruizing in the
bay of Honduras, hiad the good fortune to capture after a {mart engagement of two
hours continuance, in which 4 of his-men were killed, and 14 wounded, (5 of whom -
died of their wounds,) the San Carlos of 50 guns and 397 men, a Spanifh private
thip of war. This veflel, bound from Cadiz to Fort Omoa, had on board twelve brafs
cannon 24 pounders, a quantity of fhot and fhells, jooo ftand of arms, and other va-
luable articles. Returning to Britain in 1780, Captain Inglis was the fame year
promoted to the command of the St Albans of 64 guns, with which failing again to
the Weft Indies, he was with Lord Heod in his engagement with M. De Graff 25th
Fan. 1782, alfo with Lord Rodney in his glorious victories over the French fleet gth
" and 12th Adpri/ following. In thefe well fought aftions, Captain Inglis had the
good fortune to lofe none of his men, only fix of whom were wounded, although the
St Albans was the next fhip but one to the Admiral. On the 21ft Sep. 1790, he was
appointed Rear Admiral of the Blue; but did not long enjoy that promotion, dying
unmarried at his brother’s feat of Craigs near Edinburgh, 10 O&. 1491, w=ta. 61,
much lamented by a numerous and valuable fet of friends and relations, to whom
she many excellent qualities he poffefled had defervedly endeared him highly.

BARNTOUN.
ELPHINSTON OF BARNTOUN. ~

T HE defcent of the Elpbinffon family being amply detafled in Crow-
Jord’s Peerage, 1 35,;—1 37, and in Douglas’s Peerage, 242—246, I fhall
in this place only obferve, that the firft of that name conneted with the
parith of Cramond was Sir Fames Elpbinflon of Barntoun, fecond fon of
Robert third Lord Elpbinflon, by Elizabeth, daughter of Sir Fobn Drum-
mond of Innerpeffry in Perthfbire. Applying to the ftudy of the law,
Sir Fames was in due time called to the bar, where he rofe to fuch emi-
nence as to attract the attention of his fovereign, who was pleafed, in
1586, to appoint him one of the Senators of the College of Juftice. In

1596,
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1596, he had. the honour of being nominated one of the eight Commil-
fioners of the Treafury, (called from their number O&uvians) entrufted
with the.management of the King’s revenues, an employment by no
means calculated to conciliate the affections of the people, to whofe fury
Sir James and bis colleagues narrowly efcaped falling a facrifice 17th
Dec. 1596 in the tumult at the Tolbooth at Edinburgh. In 1598, he was
appointed Secretary of State; and continuing to rife in the King’s favour,
the lands belonging to the Ciftertian ab‘bey of Balmerinoch in Fife were
.ereGted into a temporal lordfhip and barony, in favour of him, his heirs
male, and heirs of tailzie and provifion, by a charter under the Great
Seal, dated 20th Feb. 1604, and he accordingly took his feat in Parlia-
ment under the title of Lord Balmerinoch ®.

His Lordfhip was, the fame year, nominated one of the commiffioners
to treat of an union betwixt England and Scotland, and on the 1t March
1605 had the place of Prefident of the Court of Seffion conferred on him.
He however refigned that high office in the following year, probably on
account of its interfering with the duties of the Secretaryfhip, which
frequently required his prefence in England near the perfon of his royal
mafter. His Majefty now entertained fo high a regard for Lord Balme-
rinoch, that it is faid he had an intention of nominating him the Eng-
lih Secretary of State ; but a circumftance, to be immediately related,
put a Tudden ftop to his Lord(hip’s carre:r of favour and preferment t.

In 1599, his near relation Sir Edward Drummond having mentioned that
it would be eafy to procure a Cardinal’s hat for their mutual kinfinan
Drummond Bifhop of Vaizan, by obtaining a letter from Fames VL. to
the Pope to requeft the promotion of a Scotfman to the Cardinalate, in
order that he might manage the correfpondence between the courts of

‘Rome ami Edinburghb, his Lordfhip accordingly made a propofal to that
effe® to his Majefty. The King declining all concern in this affair,
L1l2 Lord

*® Crawford’s Pecrage, 32. Calderwood’s Hiftory of the Church.of Scotland, 313,
364. Douglas’s Peerage, 64.
+ Lord Hailes's catalogue of the Lords of Seffion.
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Lord Balmerinoch went a moft unjuftifiable way to work, drawing up a
letter in his Majefty’s name to the Pope (Clement VIIL.) requefting a
Cardinal’s hat for the bifhop of Paizon, and concluding with high expref-
fions of regard towards his Holinefs and the Catholic religion. This epiitle,
which was dated at Holyroodboufe 24th Sept. 1599, his Lordfhip contrived
to fhuffle in among other papers lying for the fignature of the King, who
enteriaining no fufpicions of deceit, fubfcribed it in courfe. Sir Edward
‘Drummond being difpatched with it to Rome, the Mafter of Gray, who
acted as a fpy for Queen Elizabeth in Italy, found means to procure a co-
py of the letter, which he took the firft opportunity’ of tranfmitting to
her Majefty. Elizabeth, who had received, by another hand, fome imperfet
intelligence of this correfpondence, was filled with juft furprife, and imme-
diately difpatched a meflenger into Scotland, to enquire into the truth of
the matter, and to reproach _‘7ame} for an action fo unbecoming a Protef-
tant prince. He wasno lefs aftonifhed at the accufation, and, with a confi-
dence which nothing but the confcioufnefs of innocence could infpire, affir-
med the whole tq be a mere calumny, and the letter itfelfto be forged by
his enemies, on purpofe to bring his fincerity in religion to be fufpe@ed.
. Lord Balmerinoch, as Secretary of State, with equal folemnity denied all
knowledge thereof ; and in confequence of thefe affeverations, Elizabeth
becoming perfuaded of the falﬁty of the report,'the affair appeared con-
figned to eternal oblivion *.
However, in 1607, James having publifhed a book bearing this title,
« Triplici nodo triplex éuneus, or an apology for the oath of allegiance,
« againft the two brieves of Pope Paul V, and the late letter of Cardi-
“ nal Bellarmine to Blackwall the Archprieft,” Bellarmine foon after-
wards produced an anfwer, (under the name of Mattheus Tortus,)
wherein he accufed the King of having abandoned the favourable fen-
‘ timents

* Calderwood 43%, where a copy of the letter, and of fititious inftru&ions from
the King to Sir Edward Drummond, is inferted at length. Robergﬁms Hiftory of

Scotland, ii. 248,
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timents he had formerly entertained of the Roman Catholic religion,
and in proof thereof quoted his Majefty’s letter to Clement VIII. It was
impoffible any longer to believe this to be a fikion; and it being a
matter too delicate to be paffed over without enquiry, Yames fent for
Balmerinoch to court, and examined him. His Lordfhip’s confeffion
unravelled the whole myftery; but he.afferted that he had no other mo- -
tive for what he did than zealdor his Majefty’s fervice, as by flattering
the Roman Catholics with hopes of indulgence, he imagined he was pav-
ing the way for his acceffion to the Englifh throne. The Privy Coun-
cil of England entertained very different fentiments of his Lordfhip’s con-
du@. In their opinion, not only the King's reputation had been expof-
ed to reproach, but his life to danger, by this rath impofture ; they even
imputed the gunpowder treafon to the rage and difappointment of the
Papifts, upon finding the hopes, which this letter infpired, were fruf-
trated {. :

Some do not fcruple to fay that James himfelf was no firanger to the
correfpondence with the Pope; but that Balmerinoch being intimidat-
ed by the Englith Council, and deceived by the artifices of the Earl of
Dunbar, concealed fome circumftances in' his account of the tranfaction,
and falfified others; and at the expence of his own fame, and the dan-
ger of his life, endeavoured to draw a veil over this part of his mafter’s
condu@. In his own memorials, as quoted by Calderwood, is this paf-
fage, “ Next followed my conviétion in §t. Anrdrews, wherein I was the
« only aCtor myfelf, following in every point the Earl of Dunbar's di-
« re@ions, brought to me either by my Lord Burleigh, or the Lord
“ Scoon 1 '

However, the cafe may have been, Lord Balmerinoch being fent down
to Scotland with the Earl of Dunbar, was tried at St. Andrews 12th
Marcb 1607, and found guilty of treafon, but his condemnation was de-

layed

+ Calderwoed, Robertfon, ubi fupra.
t Ibid.
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layed till the King’s pleafure fhould be known. Upon his Majefty’s

confirming the verdi@, fentence of decapitation and quartering was

pronounced upon his Lordfhip in the Tolbooth of Edinburgh; and he was

the fame day conveyed towards Falkland. At the Queen’s interceffion

his life was {pared ; and in O¢. following a warrant pafled, granting him

liberty of free ward in Falkland, and one mile round that place, on his
finding fecurity, in the fum of L. 40,000, not to tranfgrefs thefe bounds. -
His Lordfhip afterwards obtained permiffion to remove to- his own houfe

of Bdlmerinocb, where he died in 1612. Sir Fobn Scot of Scogflarvet,

with his accuftomed malignity, fays that his Lord(hip’s death was occa-

fioned by an amatorious potion of cantharides, adminiftered by a maid

in his houfe called XYoung, afterwards married to Dr Honeyman ; but o-

thers, with a higher degree of charity, attribute it to his taking to heart

the great difgrace and ignominy under which he was lying {.

His Lordfhip was twice married ; firft to Sarab, daughter of Sir Fobn
Menteith of Carfe, by whom he had one fon, 7okn, his-heir; and fecond-
ly, to Marjary, daughter of Hugh Maxwell of -Tealing. By this laft, he
had two daughters, Anne, the wife of .Andrew Lord Frazer, and Mary,
married to Fobr Hamilton of Blair ; alfo one fon, Fames Elpbinfloun, in
whofe favour King Fames VI. was pleafed to ere& the lands belongitig
to the diffolved Qiﬁcrtian Abbey of Coupar in Angus into a temporal
Lordihip, creating him a peer, by the title of Lord Coupar, with remain-
der to the heirs male of his body, whom failing, to his father and his heirs
male, and heirs of tailzie, 20th Dec. 16a7. Lord Coupar was appointed
one of the extraordinary Lords of Seflion 7th Fune 1649, in thé room of
his brother Lord Balmerinoch deceafed ; and on account of the loyalty
of his principles was amerciated by Cromwell in the fum of L. 3000
fterl. in 1654. He died in 1669, and leaving no iffue, although he was
twice married, firk to Margaret daughter of Sir Fames Haliburton of
Pitcur, and fecondly to Lady Anne Ogilvie, daughter of Fames, fecond

Earl

1 Scotflarver’s Staggering State of the Scots Statefmen, 6o,
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Farl of Airly, his eftate and title devolved upon his nephew Yobn, third
Yord Balmerinoch, in terms of the patent of creation *.

Jobn, fecond Lord Balmerinoch, only fon of the firft marriage, fuc-
ceeded his father, whofe abilities he inherited ; and appears, from {fome
of his letters that are preferved in Dalrymple’s memorials, to have been
well inftru@ed- in the literature of Greece and Rome. He foon became
diftinguifhed for oppofition to the meafures of Government, particular-
ly in 1633, when the queftion refpefting the King’s prerogative of im-
pofing apparel on churchmen was difcuffed in Parliament. It is faid
that a majority of the members voted againft this motion ; but that the «
Clerk Regifter thought proper to declare the queftion was carried in the
affirmative. This the Earl of Rothes denying, King Charles, who was
then fitting in the houfe, peremptorily infifted that the declaration of
the clerk ought tobe held good, unlefs his Lordfhip would confent to go
to the bar, and there accufe him of falfifying the records of Parliament.
This being a capital crime, the accufer was, by the law of Scotland, li-
able to the punifhment of death if he failed in the proof; and Lord
Rotbes not choofing to run that rifque, the act paflfed without further
challenge t.

The peers and commoners who had voted againft the motion, reckon-
ing that all their liberties were gone, and that theParliament was become
"merely a piece of pageantry, if the Clerk Regifter was allowed to de-’
clare the votes as he pleafed without fcrutiny, employed William Haig 1,
an eminent folicitor, to draw up a petition to the King, praying that
this grievance might be redrefled. Before prefenting it, however, Lord
Rothes was defired to carry a copy to his Majefty. When the King un-
derftood the drift of that paper, he told Rothes that he could not receive

any
&

* Keith's catalogue of the Bitheps, 257. Lord Hatles’s account of the Lords of
Seffion. Cromwell’s a& of indemnity.

+ Burnet’s Hiftory of his own Times, i. 22.
1 Son of Robert Hasg, 13th baron of Bimerfide in Berwickfbirs.
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any fuch petition; and this anfwer being reported to the petitioners,
they thought it unadvifeable to prefs the matter further at that time *. '

Lord Balmerinoch having kept a duplicate of this paper, interlined in
fome places with his own hand, very imprudently fhewed it, though
under the ftricteft injunéions of fecrecy, and with a pofitive prohibition
to take a copy, to one Fobn Dunmore a notary in Dundee. Mr Dunmore,
however, in direc violation of his promife, prefumed,to tranfcribe the
memorial, and having carried his copy home, gave it to Peter Hay of
Naughton in Fife to pexufe. Mr Hay engaged not to fhew the paper to
any perfon whatever, but being a violent ftickler for Epifcopacy, and
bearing no good will to his neighbour Lord Balmerinoch, immediately
carried it to the Archbifhop of St. Andrews. His Grace, taking it into
his head that the petition was going about for fubfcriptions, refolved to
give immediate information to the King, and for that purpofe fet off di-
rrecly for London, beginning his journey on a Sunday, a ftep exceeding-
ly offenfive to the prejudices entertained by his countrymen refpeing
the ftri& obfervance of the fabbath.

Lord Balmerinoch was, in confequence, onthe gth Fune 1634, cited to
appear on the 11th of that month before the privy council at Edinburgb,
to be examined concerning this paper. Happening to meet the fame
afternoon with Mr Haig, his Lordfhip advertifed him of the citation he
~_had received ; and Haig immediately fet off for Holland by way of Har-
wich, frqm whence he difpatched a letter to Balmerinoch, acknowledg-
ing bimfelf to be the author of the petition. My Lord being examined
by the Council, was committed to Edinburgh Caftle, where he continued
in clofe confinement till the 3o0th March 1633, when he was brought to
. his trial by a jury, which cenfifted, after feveral well-founded challen-
. ges, of thefe fifteen, the Earls of Marifchal, Murray, Dumfries, Lauder-.
~ dale and Traquair, Vifcount Stormont, Lords ForrYter and Jobnfton, Sir
Alexander Stracban of Thornton, Sir Robert Grierfon of Lag, Sir Yobn

S '  Charteris

* Burnet, ubi fupra, ‘
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Charteris of Amisficld, Sit Alexander Nifbet of Weft-Nifbet, Sic Patrick
Agnew of Lochnaw, Sir Fames Baillie of Lochend, and Jobn Gordon of
Buckie. .

After the jury were fhut up, Mr Gordon, who in 1592 had affited his
chieftain the Marquis of Huntley in the murder of the Earl of Murray,and
was therefore reckoned by the court a fure man that would go any length
to ferve them, fpoke fisft of all. After apologifing for his prefumption in.
taking the firlt word, he defired the jury would confider carefully what
they were about ; it was a matter of blood, and they would feel the weight
of it as long they lived. He bad in his youth-been drawn.in to.fhed blood,
for which he had eafily procured a remiffion from the king, but it had coft
him a great deal to obtain pardon from Ged, it had coft kim many forrow-
ful hours both day and night. This {fpeech, fo unexpe@ed, and accompa-
nied with tears trickling down his furrowed cheeks, had a vifible effe& on:
feveral of the jurymen ;. but Lord Zraguair (who was chofen chancellor).
taking up the argument, faid, they were neither to-confider whether the

law was oppreflive or not, nor the natare of the paper, as it was judgedby -

the court to-ceme within the ftatute of leafing making ; they had onlyto -
determine whether Loid Balmerinoch had, or had not, difcovered the-perfon
whodrew up the petition. To this, Lord Lauderdale (who had been reput-
ed an enemy to the prifoner, but whom the latter, inftead of challenging,
declared to be. omni exceptione major,).an{wered, that fevere laws which
had never been put into execution, were looked upon as made ‘in terror-
em; and though after the court’s having judged the paper to be fedi-
tious, it would be a capital crime to conceal the author, yet before fuch
judgement, the matter could not be fo evident. The jury debated thefe
_points feveral hours ; and at laft the queftion being put to the vote, Lord
Balmerinoch was capitally convicted by a majority of one only *.
Mm For

® Burnet's Hiftory of his own Times, i. 22. State Trials, i. 429. where may be.
feen the pleadings at large, and a copy of the pztition, with the words interlined by:
Lord Balmerinoch.
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_ For reafons detailed at length in Burnet's Hiftory of his own Times, a
free pa}don was granted to Lord Balmerinoch, who, however, continued
, Read‘y in oppofition to all the meafures of Government, and was particu.
larly hottile to the attémpt t6 introduce the Service Book into Srotlawmi.
In 1639, he appeared among thofe members of Parliament who voted for
the lawfuluefs and neceffity of a defenfive war, a meafure that was accor-
dingly adopted ; and he was the principal advifer of the Covenanters
fending a letter to Louis X111, to implore, in confideration of the antient
alliance betwixt France and Scotland, his aflitance againft the tyrannical
- proceedings of theirown monarch *, This behaviour could not fail highly
to incenfe King Charles, who in his * Large Declatation concerning the
~ late Tumults in Scotland,” takes particular notice thereof, upbraiding his
 Lordfhip with his father’s having been beholden both for his barony and
for his whole fortune to. fames V1. as alfo.for his life, honour, and eftate,
after having been convicted of high treafon ; and with his ewn, obligations
to himfelf, in gracioufly remitting the fentence of death prenounced upon
him for abetting and difperfing the infamous libel above mentioned. The
conclufion of the Declaration, as far as refpe&s his Lordfhip, runs in thefe
terms, ¢ And now this fame pardoned Lord Balwerinoch, being one of the
" % chief contrivers and moft malicious profecutors of this wicked covenant
“ made againft us and our authority, how can he be able to an{wer it to
“ God, us, and our‘ crown, his own confcience, or to the world, even in -
« point of honour and reputation, it muft be left to the.world to judge +.”
In 1641, his Lordthip was eleed Prefident of the Parliament ot Sco-
land.; and among the firft aéts'paﬂ"ed this Seffion, was one for commit- -
ting Sir Robert Spotfwood and Sir Fobu Hay, (two of the Affeflors to
the Lord Juftice General on his trial,) prifoners to Edinburgh caftle, as
incendiaries. On the 13th Nov. that year, Lord Balmerinoch was, by
Ad

* Thebearer of the letter was a confidential friend of Lord Balmerinoch, Mr Wil-
liam Colvill, Minifter of Cramond, p. 8o.
+ Large Declaration, fol. p. 13. Scotftarvet 64.
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A& of Parliament, conftituted one of the extraordinary Lords of Seffion ;
and on th;:. 16th of the fame month he was nominated, along with the
Earls of Loudoun and Lindfay, and others, to repair to London in order
to treat about the raifing of an army for the {uppreffion of the Irith re-
bellion. This bufinefs, Bithop Gutbrie remarks, was managed by the
Commiffioners in a manner highly {atisfatory to both England and Scoz-
_ lana*, . - )
. In the General Affembly 1643, Lord Bulmerinoch and feveral other
perfons of high rank were chofen Afleffors to the Moderator. In this
‘Affembly.it was réfolved, (a deputation of Commiflioners from the Par-
liament of England concurting in the refolution,) that a folérhn league
and covenant fhould be fworn and fubfcribed by both nations, which
was accordingty done. The [ume year, the committee of eftates having
given orders for the raifing of an army to aflit the Englith Parliament,
his Lord(hip, in order to prevent the troops from mutinying or difband.
ing for want of pun&ual payment, made a motion in Council, 5th ¥an,
1644, for impofing a tax on feveral .fpecies of commodities, to form a
Ttock of eredit for that purpofe. A party of the citizens of Edinburgb,
thereupori rifingin a tumultuous manner, furrounded the Council Cham-
ber, and threatened thar. unlefs the queftion was negatived, they would
teat the propofet in pieces. Teo compofe the ferment, the Council a- |
greed to put off the confideration of the motion, till the Convention of
eftates fhoukd meet to debate upon that tax; and the people now
" thought proper to difperfe. During this interval, the .clergy exerted
themfelves fo fuccelsfully from their pulpits, in behalf of the neceflity
and expediency of the propofed tax, that when the Convention met up-
on the a5th Fas. not one diffenting veice was heard, {0 it was laid on as
propofed by Lord Baknerinach, and proclaimed at the market crofs the
fame day.
On the 7th Fune following, the Parliament of Scotland thought fit to
Mm2 exptefs

® Refcinded A&@s of Parliament, Bithop Guthrie’s Memoirs, 107.
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exprefs their fatisfadiion of his Lordfhip’s condu@, while he filled the of-
fice of their Prefident, by pafling an a& of approbation and exoneration,
The fame year, Lord Balmerinoch was, by the General Aflembly, ap.
pointed to repair to London, along with the Earl of Loudoun and Sir
Archibald jfobnflon of Warriftoun, to treat with both houfes of . Parlia-
ment for uniformity in public worfhip. The fame perfons were, in Feb.
1646, nominated by the Scottifh Parliament as their Commiffioners to )
London, in order to co-operate with the Lord Maitland and others in
concerting meafures for the King’s joining the Scottith army. . Lord
Balmerinoch returning to Edinburgh 2d May 1646, reported that the
" whole had been fo {kilfully managed, that -he was confident the next
poft would bring accounts of his Majefly’s having joined the Scottilh
troops, then lying at Newark. The event jultified his Lordfhip’s fore-
fight, for on the 10oth May, difpatches arrived from General Leflie, no-
ticing the King’s efcape from Oxford,.and his joining the army on the
sth of that month. The Scottith troops- removing ‘to Newc.ftle, Lord
Balmerinoch ref)aired thither to pay his refpe@s to his Majefty *.
In 1648, the ftates of Scotland having refolyed to raife an army-of
30,000 foot and 6000 horfe, in order to attempt the refcue of the King
- from his imprifonment, the County of Edinburgh raifed, as:its quota,
“1200 foot foldiers, which were put under the command of Lord Balme-
rinoch, although he had united with the Marquis of Argyle, the Earls of
Caffilis, Eglinton, and others, in oppofing the levy of the troops. No-~
thing further occurs refpecing his Lordfhip, than that-he was one of the
fm'aill number of Peers that appeared in the Parliament when it affem-
bled 4th Fan. 1649. He died fuddenly foon afterwards, and was buri-
ed in the vault'belonging to the Logan family, adjoining to the church of
Rq/lalrig, but his remains were not fuffered to reft undifturbed, his body
being raifed up in 1650 by Cromwel’s {oldiers, while fearching that vault
for leaden coffins, for the purpofe of making bullets+.
‘ His

* Refcinded alls. - Guthrie, 213, 217.
+ Refcinded A&s. Gutbrie, 301. Scotflarvet, 61.
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His Lordfhip was, without exception, the beft friend the Covenanters -
had, as he not only affifted that party with his advice on all occafions,
but alfo fupplied them with large:fums of money, by which he irrepara-
bly injured the very ample fortune he inherited from his father. He
lived in habits of ftrict .fricndfhip with the chief leaders of the Prefbyte-
vians, and was particularly intimate with Sic Archibald Fobnflon of War-
riffoun. He had fo ftrong.a fenfe of juftice, that having reafon to fufpect
- his father had made too advantageous a purchafe of the lands of

Balumby, Co. Forfar, he of his own accord gave 10,000 merks to the heir
of that eftate by way of compenfation. Baratoun was the principal place
of his refidence; he built a' new houfe there, and made confiderable
additions to his property in that neighbourhood. ’

" His Lordfhip married .Znne, daughter of Sir Thomas Ker of F ernybir/?,
fiter of Andrew and Fames Lords Fedburgh, and Robert Earl of Somerfet
the wicked favourite of Fames VI. They had no iffue for many years ;
but at laﬁ; when fhe was near fifty, and had been under a courfe of me-

' dicine for the dropfy, owing to the phyficians miftaking her cafe, fhe

was delivered of a fon,

obn, third Lord Balmerinoch, born 18th Feb. 1623, who on coming to
the title found his affairs in great diforder, by reafon of the heavy debts
contracted by his father in the public fervice: He had alfo the misfor-
tune to be engaged in feveral law fuits, particularly in a caufe of great
importance with his coufin the Countefs of Bedford, relpecing the eftate
of Fernyhirft, whereby his affairs became ftill more involved, fo that he
" was obliged (notwithftanding his fucceffion to the eftate and title of his
uncle Lord Coupar in 1669) to difpofe of almoft the whole of his landed
_ property. For his compli'ance with the ruling powers during the ufur-
pation, and for non-conformity, he was fined in the fum of L. 6000 Sc.
by the ‘Earl of Middleton’s Parliament in 1662. His Lordfhip died on the
10th of Fune 1704, ®ta. 82, having married Lady Margaret Campbell, only
daughter of -Jobn Earl of Loudoun, Lord High Chancellor of Scotland, by
- whom
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wham he had iffue, Fobn his heil'/jame: born 23d Feb. 1655, Margares
born 2gth Fan. 1657, and another Fames, born 12th April 1660 ;-the
three laft died in infancy *.

Sobn, fourth Lord Balmerinoch, and third Lord Coupar, the only furviv-
ing fon, born 26th Dec. 1652, * was a man of excellent parts, improven by
« great réading; being p/erhaps one' of the beft lawyers in ‘the kingdom,
“ and very expert in the knowledge of the Scottifh conftitution ; he rea-
¢ foned' much and pertinently in Parliament; and teftifying, on all oc-
« cafions an unfhaken {oyalty to his prince, and zealous affeGtion to his
“ country, he gained the efteem and love of all good men +.” His Lordfhip
ftrenuoufly oppofed the Union, judging that treaty derogatory to the ho-
nour and independence of this kingdom ; but however, confented to be
one of the fixteen reprefentatives of the Scottith peerageat the General E-
le@ion in 1710, and again in '1713. The office of General of the Mint
falling vacant in 1710, was beftowed upon Lord Balmerinoch, who the
fame year had the honour of being appointed- Sheriff’ of the county of
Edinburgh, then in the Queen’s hands by the death of the Eatl of Dalbou-
Jfie,and in 1711 he was named one of the Commiffioners for executing
the office of Lord Chamberlain. Oa the acceflion of Gevrge L his Lordfhip
was removed from all his places, and no longer returned one ofthe fix-

*teen Peers; but this har{h treatment had not the effe® of driving him
to defperation, as was the cafe with many other noblemen in a fimilar
predicament ; his good fenfe taught him “the folly of rath courfes, and
during the rebellion he continued faithful to his Sovereign. He after-

_ wards lived in a retired manner, and departing this life at his houfe in

Leith 13th May 1736, ®ta. 84. was buried on the 17th at Reflalrigt.

: This

* Crawford’s Peerage, 33. Regifter of baptifms of Edindurgh. Woeodrow’s Hiftary
of the Church of Scotland, Appendix.

+ Lockbart of Carnwath's Memoixs, 181.

1t Crawf. Peet. 33.
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This worthy nebleman was twice married; firft 16th Feb. 1672, to
Lady Cbriffian Montgomery, daughter of Hugh feventh Earl of Eglin-
ton ; and fecondly 7th Fume 1687, to Anne, daughter of Dr Arthur
Rofs, the laft Archbifhop of St. Andrews. By the former he had iffue
Hugb, Mafter of Balmerinoch, an officer in the army, killed at the fiege
of Lifle in 1708 ; Fobn his fucceffor; Margaret, married to Sir Fobn
Prefton of Preflonball; and Fean, the wife of Francis Earl of Murray. By
the fecond, who departed this life 12th Nov. 1712, he had one daughter
Anne, who died unmarried, and two fons, Arthur fixth Lord Balmerinoch,
and Alexander Elphinfon Efq. who died unmarried at Leith 1ft OZ.

1733.*

~ John, fifth Lord Balmerinoch, and fourth Lord Coupar, the eldeft fur-
viving fon, born 24th Nov. 1675, applied to the ftudy of the law, and
was called to the bar in 1703. After pradtifing there fome years with
reputation, he had the honour of being nominated one of the Lords of.
Seflion, in the room of Lord Bowbil! deceafed, and took his feat on the
beach 5th Juze 1714, (a few weeks before the death of Queen Anne) al-
fuming,on thisoccafion, thetitle of Lord Coupar. His Lordfhip whowasnot
lefs diftinguifhed for his fingular impartiality as a judge, than for his amia-
I ble

* In 1730, this Mr Alexander Elphinfoun was indicted at the inftance of his Majef-
ty’s Advocate, for that upon the 23d Dec. 1729, he being in company with Lieute-
nant Thomas Swift of Lord Cadogan’s regiment of foot, after fome words had paffed
between them in the houfe of Mickael Watfon. Merchant in Lesth,-at parting Mr A
lexander did challenge Lieutenant Swif? ; giving him a tip on the fhoulder with 2
fword, telling him that he behoved to meet him next morning on the Links of Lesth,
in order to fight or give fatisfaltiod, or words to that purpofe. Likeas on the
24th day of the faid month of Dec. he fent to the Lieutenant’s lodgings in Lerth, chal-
lenging him te meet on the Links near thetown of Leith, where about the hours of ten
and eleven, havingaccordingly met, they did fight a fngular combat with drawn fwords,
and the faid Mr Alexander did then and there give the faid Lieutenant a wound in
the breaft with a fword, whereof he died in fome fhort fpace thereafter. From the
- records of Jufticiary it appears, that no further proceedings were held in this affair,
than adjourning the diet twice or thrice,

\

-
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ble qualities in private life, died at Leith sth ¥an. 1746 =ta 71, and leav-
ing no iffue by his wife Lady Elizabeth Carnegie, daughter of David
fourth Earl of Nortbefk (who furvived txll 21ft Sept. 1767) was fucceed-
ed by his brother,

~

Artlmr, fixth Lord Balmerinoach, and fifth Lord Coupar, who was borrr
in the year 1688. Preferring the military line, he had the command of a
company of foot in Lord Shannan's regiment in Queen Anne’s time; but
on the acceffion of George L refigned that commiffion, and joined the
Earl of Marr, under whom he ferved a}g,Sberri muir. After that en-
gagement, finding the Pretender’s affairs in a defperate fituation, he

found means to efcape out of Scorland, and entered into the French fer-
| vice, in which he continued till the death of his brother Alexander in’
1733. When this happened, his father, anxious to have him fettled at
home, made fuch ftrong application to Government in his behalf, that
he obtained a free pardon, of which he fent notice to bis fon, then refid-
ing at ,Berne in Switzerland. Not a little furprifed at this unexpe&ted
piece of intelligence, he thought it his duty, before determining whether
or not to accept of the pardon, to ftate the whole circumftances of the
cafe to the Pretender, who, in an.anfwer written with: his own hand, gave
him permiffion to return to Scotland, and withal mentioned that he had
iffued orders to his banker at Paris to fupply him with money for his
travelling expences. He thereupon returned home, after having been
near twenty years an exile from his native country, and was received
with great joy by his aged father. )

When the Cbhevalier de St. George arrived in Scotland in 1744, his.
Lordfhip, (then Mr Arthur Elpbinflon) was one of the firft that repair-
ed to his ftandard, and was appointed Colonel and Captain of the fe.
cond troop of horfe life-guards attending his perfon. He was at Car-
lifle when. it Jurrendered to the rebels, marched with them. as far as
Derby, from whence he accompanied them in their retreat to Scotland,
and-was prefent, but not perfonally engaged, being in a corps de re-

ferve,
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ferve, at the battle of Falkirk. At the decifive vi&ory of Culloden, his
Lordfhip, (who had fucceeded to the title only a few weeks preced-
ing,) had the misfortune to be taken prifoner by the Duke of Cumber-
land’s army. Being condu@ed to London, he was committed to the
Tower, and brought to his trial in Weftminifter-hall 29th Fuly 1740, a-
long with the Earls of Kilmarnock and Cromarty, both of whom. pled
guilty. Lord Balmerinoch pleading not guilty, was remanded to the
Tower, and brought back next day, when afte,\j fome debates about the
wording of the indi¢tment betwixt his Lordfhip, (who did not employ
any council,) and the high Steward and Crown lawyers, witneffes were
examined, who proved his being with the rebels at the feveral places
above mentioned, and he was accordingly found guilty. On the 1ft -
of Auguft fentence of death was paffed upon the two Earls and his
Lordfip, the Earl of Cromarty obtained -a pardon, but the other two
fuffered decapitation on Zowerbill 18th Aug. 1 746.

Lord Balmerinoch’s behaviour at his execution, was marked with a
degree of firmnefs and intrepidity falling to the lot of very few to pof-
fefs. - A fhort time before his removal to Towerhill, he requefted an
interview with Lord Ki/marnock, which was granted. After it was end-
ed, the two noblemen faluted one another, Balmerinoch bidding Kil-
marnock an eternal and happy adieu, and adding, My dear Lord, I wifh °
I could alone pay the reckoning, and fuffer for us both. The latter
was firft executed ; and during that time Lord Balmerinoch remained
- in an apartment near the {caffold, in which his Jeportment was grace-
ful without affectation, chearful, but not prefumptuous. He there con-
verfed freely with his friends, twice refrefhed himfelf with a bit of bread
and a glafs of wine, and defired the company to drink to him * ain de- "
« grae ta haiven,” but above all, he called frequently on God, and ap-
peared both prepared and willing to die.

Upon the Sheriffs coming into the apartment, his Lordfhip faid 1
fuppofe Lord Kilmarnock is no more ; and having afked how the exe- ’
cutioner performed his duty, upon receiving the account, added, then it

' N n was
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was well done, and now, gentlemen, I will detain you no longer, for I
defire not to protract my life. He then faluted the company in a
manner fo chearful as to draw tears from every eye, and haftened to the
{caffold, which he mounted with fo undaunted a ftep as furprized every
{pe&ator, walked round it, bowed to the people, read the following in-
fcription upon his coftin, * Arturus Dominus de Balrrierino, decollatus
“ 180, die Augufli 1746, «tatis fue §8,” faid it. was right, and then
looking on the block with apparent pleafure, ftiled it his pillové of reft.
His Lordfhip then called for the executioner, who, being introdu-

‘ced, was about to afk forgivenefs, but he ftopped him, and faid, « Friend,

“ you need not afk me forgivenefs. The execution of your duty is com.
“ mendable.” Then prefenting him with three guineas, faid, “ Friend,
« I never had much monéy, this is all I have, I wifh it was more for |
“ your fake, I am forry I can add nothing elfe but my coat and waift-
“ coat,” which he inftantly took off and laid upon his coffin. Having
prepared himfelf for the block, he took his laft farewell of his friends,
and having once moré taken a view of the great number of fpe&ators

faid, “ 1 am afraid there are fome who may think my behaviour bold ;”*

and turning to a gentleman mear him added, “ Remember Sir, what I
« tell you, it arifes from a confidence in God, and a clear confcience.”
Then taking the axe from the executioner, he felt its edge, and return-
ed it to him again, at the fame time fhewing him where to ftrike the
blow, and animating him to do it with refolution, For in that, friend,
faid he, will confift your mercy. Then, with the fame furprizing coun-
tenance, he kneeled down at the block, and having, with arms extend-
ed, fajd this thort préyer, “ O Lord, reward my friends, forgive my e.
“ nemies, blefs King Fames, and receive my foul,” fubmitted, and gave
the fignal to the executioner. His body was buried along with that
of the Earl of Kilmarnock in the Tower Chapel, and having had no if-
fue by his wife, Marg;aret, daughter of Captain Chalmers, the male line
of this branch of the Elpbigﬂm family, which had experienced fo ma-
ny viciffitudes of fortune, became extinét. '

Arms,
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Arms. Arg. a chevron, fuble, charged with three buckles of the field
(to denote the defcent of this family from the Monteiths of Carfe) be-
tween as many boars heads, erafed, Gules. Creft, a dove, argent, with
a fnake, proper, linked about its legs. Supporters, two griffins, proper,
beaked and armed, or. Motto, Prudentia Jraudis nefcia.

|
|
|

BRAEHEAD.
HOWISON OF BRAEHEAD,

THIS family has already fubfited in this diftri®t upwards of 330
years, a longer period than any of the numerous families that have had
intereft in the pariﬁx has done; and the annexed Pedigree, drawn up
from old charters, and the Regifters of Cramond, will exhibit their def- -
cent for twelve generations. ‘

CONCLUSION,

I HAVE already ftated, that it was my original intention to have de-
tailed at length the defcent of every confiderable family conne&ed
with the Parifh of CGramond, and for that purpofe I had made copious
genealogical colledtions. Finding, however, that the profecution of
this plan would greatly protra&t the limits of a work already too much
extended, I gave up the idea, refolving to confine myfelf to the fix
families already treated of, none of whom. has fubfifted in-this diftri
for lefs than one hundred years. 1 will therefore now conclude this
work, a work that, 1 am afraid, will to every reader appear extremely
trifling and tedious, by fubjoitiing a fhort lift of fuch families and indi-

Nna : viduals
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viduals connected with the parifh, as have been noticed in other publi-
cations, with references to the books . in which they are mentioned.
The figures after each family denote the refpe&nﬂc periods of their con-
ne&xon with the parifh.

Page

AINSLIE of Piltoun, 1727 to 1780. - ‘ - 22
Douglas’s Baronage of Scotland, 300—302.

Argyle and Greenwich, Duke of, 1739 to 1743. - 1y

Kippis’s Biographia Britannica, i, 200—208.
Life of John Duke of Argyle and Greenwich, by Robert Camp-
bell Efq, 8vo. Edin. 1745.

Barton of Bagntoun, 1507 to 1558. - - 52
Crawford’s Lives of the Officers of State, 373.

Buccleugh Duke of, 1794. - - - 18
Collins’ Peerage of England, iii, 365—392.

Clerk of Pennycuick, 1710 to 1726. - - 65
Douglas’s Baronage of Scotland, 420—423.

Cralg of Riccartoun, 1662 to 1683 - . 43
Prafat. ad Cragii Jus Feudale, ¢ura Baillii,

Cramond, Barons of, 1628 to 1735. - - . 92

In Blomefield’s Hiftory of Norfolk i. 686, is a copious pedigree of
the family of Richardfon,” Barons of Cramond, very accurately
drawn up, and the more deferving of attention, as the Peerages of
Scotland already publithed take no notice of that family. The
title became extinét on the death of William, 5th Baron of Cra-
mond, 28th July 1735, ®ta. 22.

Dundas of Dundas, 1470 to 1507. - - 52
Douglas’s Baronage of Scotland, 171—176.

Dunkeld, Bifhops of, 1173 to 1574. - - 45
Keith’s catalogue of the Bithops of Scotland, 46,— 39

Forrefter of Corftorphine, 1406 to 1590. - - 28
- Douglas and Crawford’s Pecrages of Scotland.
Glenorchy,
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. Page
Glenorchy, Lady, 1770 to 1785. - - 55 -

A very juft charaéler of that excellent lady, in ¢ A Funeral Sermon
¢ for Lady Glenorchy, by the Rev. T. S. Jones,” 8vo. Edin.
1786. ’
Greenwich, Baronefs of, 1743 to 1794. - - 18
Collins’ Pecrage of England, vii, 310.

Her Ladythip died at Sudbrooke in Surry 11th January 1794
Haddington, Earl of, 1615 to 1662. - - o
Preface to Forbes’s journal of the Seflién, 26.

' Douglas and Crawford’s Peerages of Scotland.

2NN

Houftoun of Houftoun, 1468 to 1668, - - 69_
Crawford’s Hiftory of \the county of Renfrew, 102—r05.

Macgill of Drylaw, 1550 to 1641. - - 29

~ Douglas’s Peerage of Scotland, § 34—-536.

Melvill of Grantoun, 1479 to 1592. - - - 18,
Douglas’s Baronage of Scotland, §27—529.

Mowbray of Barnbougle, 1200 to 161§, - 3
Anderfon’s Diplomata Scotiz, 118 '
Nifbet’s Heraldry, ii.

Napier of Laurifton, 1391, 1590 to 1629. - - 42

Douglas and Crawford’s Peerages of Scotland.
Crawford’s Hiftory of the County of Renfrew, 129—131.

Oliphant of Muirhoufe, 1316 to 1631, - - 24

Crawford’s Peerage of Scotland, 397—380.
Preface to Forbes’s journal of the Seifion.

Rollock of Piltoun, 1596 to 1654. - - 21
Keith’s Catalogue of the Bithops of Scotland, 1793 . .
Rofeberry, Earl of, 1662 to 1794. - ‘. 71

Douglas and Crawford’s Peerages of Scotland.
Burnet’s hiftory of his own times, i, 104
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