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PREFACE. 

THE Charters and Documents printed in this volume are all, I 
believe, that are of essential importance for the history of the 
Burgh of Paisley, down to the year 1665. 

Among the documents of special interest besides the two, 
relating to the erection of the Town into a Burgh of Barony, are '--­
the following, which have not been printed before: the Charter by ~/ 
which Abbot George Shaw conveyed to the newly erected Burgh 
the Heyt House for use as a "Common Tolbooth;" the Ratifica­
tion by the Diffinitors of Clugny of the same Abbot's· endowment 
of thirty crowns of gold to provide a Common Pittance for the 
Monks, which endowment was with others transferred by 
J ames VI. to the Grammar School; the Charter of James 
Craufurd founding the Chaplainry of' SS. Mirin and Columba; 
the Charter of the Grammar School; the Charter of 29th July, 
1587, which reinstated Lord Claud Hamilton in the temporalities 
of the Abbey and made him a Lord of Parliament; and the 
Charter by which the Magistrates and Town Council founded 
and endowed an Hospital for six aged poor men. 

Appendices III., IV., and V. have been printed before, but 
with many inaccuracies. 

The Extracts from the Town Council Records are brought . ~ 
down to the year 1620. Had space permitted, many more of 

{ equal interest might have been given; and I am not without hope 
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viii. PREFACE. 

that they may be continued in another volume. More than any­
thing else do the Records of the Town Council illustrate the social 

I history of the Burgh. 
The first six volumes of the Town Council Records which are 

known to have 'existed are lost, and the extant series going back 
to lOth September, 1594, is not continuous, the volumes for the 
years 1614-1616, 1638-1645, 1660-1666, being wanting. The 
Town Council is fortunate in possessing a transcript of the first 
two extant volumes of its Records, made hy Mr. Gavin Lang, at 
one time Town Clerk, and presented hy him to the Burgh, on 
6th Decemoor. 1842. On the whole, it is very accurately done, 
and in making the extracts I have found it of great assistance, 
many passages in the original MSS. being now faded and un­
decipherable. 

My best thanks are due to the Provost, Magistrates, and 
Town Council for giving ml' access to their invaluable muniments, 
a.nd also to tlw Town CIl>rks and their assistants for their uniform 
courtt'~y and kil\"llt.~~. I have also to thank my friend, the Rev. 
J. n. M:I\'1\ \'l\~·i\.. It n.. the minister of Kilbarchan, who has 
rtwt tlH' I\""\'~ ,If tl\\\ Introduction and given rue valuable Bug-

(t' 'II ... · ,,,,, \ . 11 "'IIIl'S Hubert..qon, ES{I" Convener of the 
~ ..... ~ \ .. , \ "'\""";' ." . . . 
(~,\,,\\I.\l '\"\\1\1', I,,,, "I' tll\\ ~'I·l'I.· Lihrnry and Museum, for many 

• 1iIo., \.~ III , \' ~ 
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INTRODUCTION. 

DURING the Roman occupation of Great Britain what is now known 
as the County of Renfrew was inhabited by the Damnonii, a fierce 
and warlike tribe related to the Dumnonii, who were then in pos­
session of Cornwall and Devon. They belonged to the first or 
Goidelic immigration of the Celts, and were thus unlike the rest 
of the inhabitants of Strathclyde, who belonged to the second or 
Brythonic. Whether at the coming or during the time of the 
Romans they had a settlement at Paisley is altogether uncertain. 

The remains of military works, said to have been in a fairly 
good state of preservation down to the middle of the eighteenth L-. 
century, show that the Romans had a station on Oakshawhead 
with outposts at Castlehead and Woodside. 1 The positions were 
admirably chosen, since the view from them commands almost the 
whole of the lower reaches of the Clyde. Vanduara,· the name 
which the Romans are supposed to have given to their station, is 
probably nothing more than a copyist's mistake for Vandogora.8 

Vandogora is connected with Vindogara, the Bay of Ayr, and has " ' 

1 Chalmers, Cakdonia, i. 156; Crawfurd, History of Renfr,wMire, 5; Stuart, 
Caledonia RomaftlJ, 5, 18, etc.; Brown, Hut01'y of Pauley, i. 18. 

'Chalmers,..18 the 6rst to suggest that Vanduara,..18 the Roman name for Paialey. 
" Dis I'eIIIODI are very inconclusive-viz., that there are &aid to have been Romlql re­
mains at Paisley, and that Vanduara is probal'ly derived from the Welsh Gweudwr, or 
White Water, and the river at Paisley is called the White Cart. But rivera do not change ( 
their Dam.. If it had been called Gwendwr, it wlluld have borne the name still; and 
to rest the identity of VandlllU'a witb Paisley upon a mere cunjectual etymology is the 
revene of aatisfactory."-Sbne, Celtic Scotland, i. 73. 

'in some editioDl of Ptolemy's Geographll. Vanduara is read for Vandogora; blltthe 
latter is the word need in all the beat editionL 

a 
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been identified as the name for the Roman camp, not at Paisley, 
but at Loudon Hill on the Irvine. 1 The earliest name by which 
Paisley is known is Passeleth, Passelet, Passlet, and Passelay, t or 
some other form of Paisley, and there is no indication of its having 
borne any other. 

When it emerges into the light of documentary history, 
Paisley is associated with the name of St. Mirin and in possession 
of a church dedicated to his name.8 According to the legend, St. 
Mirin was a Dalriadic or Ulster Scot, who, after studying under 
St. Comgall at the Monastery of Bangor, and being Prior there, 
took to wandering, like most of the Irish monks of the time, 
and finally settled at Paisley, where he devoted himself to the 
preaching of the Gospel and to the civilisation of the people.' 
If tpe tradition be correct, he would be acquainted with St. 
Columba; and if the meeting recorded by Jocelin 6 between 
St. Columba and St. Kentigern took place, he would be a 
contemporary of the latter, and, like him, a subject of Roderick 
the Liberal, King of Strathclyde. Some have gone 80 far 
as to doubt his existence altogether; but there is no reason for 
doing so. However wild the legends about a Saint may be, the 
Saint himself' is always the substantial element among them. 
Imagination may invent the miracles, but it does not invent the 
Saint. eSt. Mirin appears to have laboured long and successfully, 
and to have left behind him in Paisley the memory of a holy life. 
If tradition may be trusted, and in this it probably may, he was 

1 Skene, Zoe. cit. 

I Reg. de Pal., pp. 441, 2, 3, 4'; Reg. Glasg., i. 60; ilifra, 1,3,4. For the gueaaes 
which have been made at the origin of the name Paisley, see Dr. Lees, Pauley Abbey, 35. 

I Reg. Glasg., i. 60. 

'For the legend, Bee Aberdeen Breviary, Prop. SS. para eativ., f. cvi. ; Forbes, Kala. 
8CQt. S8., p. 397 ; Dr. Lees, Pauley Abbey, 42, where the lectionl from the Aberdeen 
Breviary are translated. 

• Vita Kentigerni, cap. 39. 
'The imaginations of some Railway officials, however, have managed to do thia. In 

Fife they have invented a " St. Fort." 
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buried in the church in which he ministered and which was pro­
bably built by his own hands. 1 The date of his death is un­
known, but by the middle of the twelfth century, when David I. 
was restoring the Cathedral Church of Glasgow and founding his 
royal burgh of Renfrew, it was sufficiently remote for honorific 
titles to be assigned to him and for his church to have had a 
parochial territory marked out for it. 2 

For the first five or six hundred years after the death of St. 
Mirin absolutely nothing is known of the history of Paisley. Even 
the history of Strathclyde is obscure, only a point here and there 
emerging from the darkness, and usually at widely distant intervals. 
All that need be said here in this connection is that Strathclyde 
was the last district in Scotland to accept the Roman rite, and the 
last to be permanently united to the Scottish Crown. This took 
place in 1124, when David, Prince of Cumbria or Strathclyde, 
ascended the Scottish throne as David I. 

Among the members of David's court none was more devoted 
or esteemed than Walter Fitz Alan. Walter had come under the 
notice of David at Oxford and at the siege of Winchester, in 1141, 
where the Scottish King was actively supporting the cause of his 
niece, the Empress Maud. Alan, Walter's father, was the son of 
Flaald, second son of Alan, Dapifer of Dol, in Brittany. A great 

1 It stood in the Seedhill. It is mentioned as the Church of Paisley (&g. Glcug., 
i. 60), and there is reference to "ane auld graveyaird " there, a sure proof that a 
church was once there, in the Records of the Town Council under date 2nd April, 
1619. See also the charter of Endowment, page 5. 

I &g. GlaIg., i. 60. Contemporary Lives of Saints are usually brief and unl\dorned with 
miracles, and ascribe few, if any, honorific titles. .As the day of the eaint's death rtlCtlues 
and new editions of hie Life are compiled, the number of miracles with which he is 
credited increases, and the more honourable are the titlee he receives. The lateness of 
the Life of St. Mirin in the Aberdeen Breviary is, therefore, obviolls. He is designated 
Abbot, Bishop, Confeasor, but he was simply the last. There is n Kirk Mirin ill the 
pariah of Kelton, in Kirkcudbright&hire, a St. Mirin's Chapel ill the parish of Kil­
maronock, a at. Mirin'e Well at Kilsyth, a farm called Knock Murran in the parish 
of Coylton, and a Mllrran Burn un the south aide of the North Eak.-Kaz". Scot. 88., 
398. 
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magna.te of the county of Salop and owner of the lordship of 
Oswestry, Alan Fitz Flaald stood well at the court of Henry I., 
and in course of time married, not, as has been alleged, the daughter 
of Warine, Sheriff of the county of Shropshire, but Aveline, daugh­
ter of Ernulf de Hesdin, a great Domesday tenant. 1 They had 
three sons, of whom Walter was the third.s This fact may have 
helped to determine him to seek his fortune in the North, where so 
many knights from the South had already found a home and were 
prospering. Be that as it may, when David was obliged to retrace 
his steps to Scotland, the Shropshire knight followed or accom­
panied him. David showed his appreciation of his services by 
appointing him Hereditary Steward of Scotland and by conferring 
upon him vast estates, among which were the lands of Renfrew and 
Paisley. a Walter stood equally high in the esteem of Malcolm, 
David's grandson and successor, who, besides confirming to him by 
cha.rter the gifts of his predecessor, gave him the lands of 
Inchinnan, Steinton, Hassendean, Legerwood, and Birchinsyde, 
as much land in Perth as King David had held in his own 
hand, together with a full toft for his entertainment in everyone 
of his burghs and demesnes throughout his kingdom, and with 
every toft twenty acres of land. For these princely gifts Walter 
and his heir!:! were· to render the King and his successors the ser­
vice of five knights.' 

Walter lost no time in settling his estates with his followers. 
He built a castle for himself at Renfrew and a manor house at 
Blackhall, near Paisley. It is also said that he built a castle at 
Neilston. Most of StrathgryfFe, as the chief part of his Renfrew­
shire estates was called, he portioned out among his followers; and 

I Horace Round, Peerage Studies, 12\J. 
I The others were Jordan Fitz Alan and WilIiaUl Fltz Alan from whom deaceuded 

Fitz Alan, Earl of Arundel. Simon," brother" of Walter, occun as a witneu in the 
Founuation Charter (p. 4), "but hie Dame is very low on the list," as Mr. Round 
observes, .. alld he may have been only a uterine, or evell " bastard brother." 

• PHge 1, il/fra. 41 bid. 
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many of its eminences were soon surmounted by their castles, 
while the lands around them were brightened by the homes of 
their retainers and brought under cultivation by the natives, many 
of whom passed from owner to owner along with the land. 

In Scotland the twelfth century was an age of convent build­
ing. During the first half of it no fewer than twenty religious 
houses were founded. Among them were some of the most mag­
nificent ecclesiastical monuments in the country. More than half 
of them owed their existence to David 1. alone. He was the 
founder of Jedburgh, Kelso, Melrose, Holyrood, N ewbattle, Cam­
buskenneth, and others of less note. Several were built by his sub­
jects: as, for instance, Kilwinning and Dryburgh by Moreville, the 
Constable; and Dundrennan, Tungland, and Soulseat, by Fergus, 
Lord of Galloway. Malcolm was by no means a "a sair sanct for 
the croun," like David, but he founded the Cistercian Abbey of 
Cupar in Angus, a nunnery of the same Order at Manuel, in Lin­
lithgow, and a hospital for" pilgrims, travellers, and poor folk '! .at 
Soutra, on the borders of Lothian and Lauderdale. These great 
examples Walter the Steward was not long in following. Less 
than six years after he had received his charter from Malcolm, and 
while on a visit with him to Fotheringay Castle 1 in Northampton- ( 
shire, he executed the charter which laid the foundation of the ,~. 
Monastery of Paisley.' . 

According to this he undertook for the soul of King David, 
etc., and to the honour of God to build a House of Religion 
according to the Order of the monks of Clugny on his lands at v 
Paisley. He was to have thirteen monks 3 from the House of 
Wenlock in Shropshire for the purpose of' starting his monastery, 
the right of appointing the Prior was to be in his own hands and 
in the hands of his successors, and, except in the general recogni-

1 The place where Mary Queen of Soots, the most hapl888 of his descendatlts, W&8 

eX8Cllted. • 

I Page 3. 

• The thirteen were supposed to represent Christ Imd His T,,'elve Apostles. 
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tion of the Order, the proposed Bouse at Paisley was to be inde­
pendent of the Bouse at Wenlock. On the other hand, Bumbald, 
the Prior of Wenlock. with whom the agreement was made, was to 
procure for the new foundation the recognition of the Cluniac 
Order, and especially that of the Abbot of Clugnyand of the Prior 
of La. Charite.1 In return for these services he was to receive pro­
perty in Renfrew and fishing rights on the Clyde, among them 
that of ca tching herring. 

Bumhald experienced no difficulty in fulfilling his part of the 
&oureement. The consent both ofSuaricius, Prior of La. Charite, and 
of Stephen, Abbot of Clugny, was cordially given; and the latter, 
who, as Abbot of Clugny, was the head of the Cluniac Order, in 
recognition of ". alter's generosity, received him into the fraternity, 
made him partaker of the prayers of the Onler, and decreed that 
if at the time of his death he had not already become one of their 
monks, the same prayers and offices should be said for him as for 
one of themselves. 

The thirteen monks from Wenlock arrived at Renfrew in 1169, 
Bumhald himself accompanying them. They were received by the 
High Steward, and l(l(lged on an island c.llled the King's Inch,! at 
a chUl"C'h dedicated to SS. Mary and James. Bere they con­
tinued to reside until their new home was re<\dv to receive them. 
".th the consent of'Yalter. Osbert, one of their number, was ap­
pointed Prior, and Humba1d, having exehangt>C.I the gifts " ... alter had 
bestowed upon him in Renii-ew klr Manwede. in Sussex, returned to 
" ... enloek. Though known as the" Hoh- Hunlha1d:' it is doubtful 

~ . 
whether he was altogt,ther without guile. 

~ ~ 

},"ouuders of Ht'ligil)uS Hou~. or those by whom they were 
guidt'lt in tht' ~liddlt' Agt's. had a kt.'t'll eye tor the beautiful, 
~ , . 
nnd nlwnys p1:mh'll tht'ir huihlil\~"S in situatil)l1S of great natural 
l~uty. Tht~ sit.., ehl\."t'l\ by "'nltt'l' t~\r his mOlH\stery at Paisley 

• ' W.ull'llk wu • ,lau¥ht"l' I" La '-'!luit. ... 

• 'fhi. haa 11""'11 fi." ", 'h" 'luit. ""'."ahl" "I'illil'" that ,h. )(oauhtry of Paialey ... 
an' aihl.' __ l 1"1 thll i.lalllt. Th" .>lal'" waa "_I "",""~Y U a '~wvonr1 abode. 

, 
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was excellent. It stood on the edge of a plain, in the centre 
of his Renfrewshire lands, nearly midway between N eilston and 
his castle at Renfrew, and not far from his manor house at 
Blackhall. On two sides it was protected by a tidal river. 
To the north and east stretched a dense wood through which com­
munication could be had with the Cathedral Church of Glasgow 
and the Steward's castle at Renfrew. In front were the shelving 
banks of the White Cart, covered with the virgin forest of Paisley, 
overtopped on the north-west by the wooded heights of Oakshaw, 
and stretching away to the south and west to the wood of Stanely 
and the forest of Fereneze, full of all manner of birds and beasts of 
the chase. On the south-east was the little village of Paisley, 
with its mill standing where the Cart falls over a ridge of rock, its 
village green,t and its church and churchyard dedicated to the 
memory of St. Mirin, while in the background to the sduth-east 
were the tree-covered heights of Saucel and Hunter hills and 
the rising ground at Hawkhead.lI Few quieter or more beautiful 
spots could have been chosen in the district, and none more suitable 
for the planting of a House which was intended to serve as the" 
centre whence the blessings of civilization and religion were to be 
spread throughout the Steward's Renfrewshire estates. 

Though the exact date at which Osbert and his monks left 
Renfrew and took up their residence in their new abode is not 
known, it cannot have been later than 1172. What is known 
as the Endowment Charter of the Monastery was granted some­
where between the years 1165 and 1172; certainly not later" than 
the last mentioned date. And from this we learn that at the time 
it was drawn up the church of the Monastery, or Priory.as it was 

1 Thia is 8poken of aalate u 1656, when there wu resigned iuto the hands of John 
Kelso, one of the Bailies of the burgh of Paisley, the half of a tenoment lying in Seidhill 
between the Mill hill and landa of William Rid on the eut, the passage by the back of 
the wall of the Place of Paisley, the C C Seidhill grein " and the kiln of John Park, malt­
man.-Laing Charters, p. 582 (2480). 

I" Paalay .. i. 8itllat aml\Dg cDowis, grene woodis, schawis, and fo~t fair. "­
Lealie, Hiatorv of Scotland, i. It;. (S. T. S.) 

• 
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then, had already been dedicated to SS. James: Mirin, and Mil­
burga.,1 that services were being carried on daily within it, and 
that the dormitory of the monks had been built. 

The charter referred to was granted by Walter, the High 
Steward, and founder of the Monastery. It contains a list of the 
first of the many pious benefactions which afterwards made the 
Monastery of Paisley one of the richest in the kingdom. Among 
the donations mentioned are the church and mill of Innerwick, the 
churches of Legerwood and Cathcart, all the churches of Strath­
gryffe, with the exception of Inchinnan,s the . ca.rucate of land 
formerly held by Grimketel, another at Hassendean, a piece of land 
adjoining the mon~' dormitory, a house at Blackhall, an island 
opposite Walter's castle at Renfrew, certain fishings on the Clyde, 
the mill at Renfrew, a full toft in Renfrew; the churches of Monk­
ton and Prestwick, with certain lands near the latter; permission 
to grind corn at the mill of Paisley, a tenth of that mill and of all 
the mills Walter possessed or might thereafter possess, together 
with rights of hunting and pasturage, and along with other 
dignities and liberties, sac,· .t;OC,6 them,S and infangtheof7 

IS~. Jamel the Apoatle. 
I The Bouae at Wenlock wal dedicated to St. Milburga, or Milburgh, aa Ihe is more 

oommonly called. Her day il Febrn"ry 23. She waa the grand-daughter (If Penda, the 
Suon King of Mercia, and wal held in grea~ reverence, especially in the IOUth and centre 
of England. F,.r her ltory lee Butler'. Li_ of th, Saint. and Baring-Gould's Li_ under 
February 23rd. The Priory of Wenlock W&l founded by Roger the great, Earl of Mont­
gomery, upon the lite of an older foundation laid to have beent buUt by the Saint her­
eelf. A descendant of Montgomery waa in the train of Walter the Steward, and received 
from him the land. of Eagleaham. 

I The church at Inchinnan helonged to the Templara . 
• " A plea, ouuit at law, and thejuriadictiun or right of judging in litigious snita."­

O. Innel, &otcA LegfJZ ..4 fltiq., 55. 
• The district included within the jurisdiction described in the preceding note. 
'Of IOmewhat uncertain meaning; but eJ:plained aa .. a warranty, a word whioh haa 

Ii pat variety of meaning. in connection with jurisdictions and forms of powera of old." 
-0. Innea, LegtJZ ..4ntiq., 66. 

1 Jurisdiction over a thief caught within the limit of the eatate to which the right 
belonged.-Stubba, &kct Charter., MD. 

The donation. granted by this charter were alillnated from the family of the 
Steward for ever. Thi. was the Catholic ullllfJe. On the other hand, "the Columba .. 

----

1 
.' I 
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Two of the donations mentioned in the charter require to be 
especially noticed. One is the gift of two carucates of land near 
the church of Paisley. The church referred to was the original 
church of St. Mirin, or another built in its place, and previously 
described as already existing and possessing a parochial territory. 
This territory there is reason to believe had been assigned to it as 
far back as the beginning of the century. The other donation is 
the piece of land which Walter and his son perambulated for the 
monks, and afterwards caused to be marked out by trusty men 
from the wood on the other side of the Cart-illam ter1'am ultra 
Kert ex parte nemoris, etc. From this it is evident that what 
there then was of the town of Paisley was on the same side of the 
Cart as the Priory and that the opposite side of the river, which 
is now covered with streets, was then forest, and uninhabited. 1 

It was fortunate for the village of Paisley that the monks 
chosen by Walter for his Monastery belonged to the Order of I/' 
Clugny. The Cistercians were then in great favour, and Walter "­
was urged by some to invite them to colonise his Monastery. Had. 
his choice fallen upon them, the result might, and probably would, 
have been entirely different. The Cistercian monasteries were 
always self-sufficing; every possible craft was carried on by the 
monks or their conversi, and as a consequence it often happened 
that their houses remained in the solitude in which they were 
built, without a town or village growing up around them. The 
Benedictines, on the other hand, were, as a rule, not handicrafts­
men, and thus when one of their houses was set down in the 
country, or in the wildest solitude, a town soon grew up around it 

monallteriea were endowed with land which W88 not alienated from the family whioh 
granted it, and the Abbot wal alway. aelected from among the blood relationl of the 
founder; the one who Wall highelt in the oommnnity Wall to luoceed. It frequently 
happened, however, that a lay brother luoceeded, or even a member of the olan, who had 
made no monalltio prof&uion I\t all ; I\nd thul the land. of the monalltery became aecular­
iaed."-Cunningham, Growth of Engl;,h, Indwtt-y and CommerCII, 68. 

1 AI late all ]570 Bilhop Lealie desorihed the MODalltery all .. erected on the touDe 
Iyde of the Cart."-Hilt., i. 14. (S. T. S.) 
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to supply its wants. 1 It has been said that the monks of Paisley 
gave no encouragement to the growth and prosperity of the village 
near which they were settled. The probabilities are all the other 
way; as a matter of fact, indeed, when the foundation of the 
Monastery took a practical shape, and as a consequence, Paisley 
began to grow and prosper. The building of the Monastery would 
occasion an influx of masons and of all manner of artificers. The 
little village would at first be thrown into a state of excitement, 
but in a short time it would settle down to the serious work of 
making provision for its increasing population and for meeting the -
growing requirements of the Monastery. . 

.After the arrival of the monks, the history of Paisley is 
for a long time bound up with that of the Monastery. The 
history of the latter was for a century or more one of rapid 
growth in wealth and prosperity. Eschina, heiress of Molla and 
Huntlaw in Roxburghshire, and wife of Walter the Founder, fol­
lowed the example of her husband, and gave to the Priory a 
carucate of land and pasture for fifty sheep. The land is admir-

. ably defined in the charter, and a touch of pathos is introduced 
into the dry legal document. After enumerating others for 
whose sake the donation is made, the wife of the Founder adds, 
"and for the soul of Margaret my daughter, who is buried in thc 
chapter house of Paisley."1 

Alan, the son of Walter and Eschina, was also a liberal bene­
factor of the Priory. He gave to it the mill of Paisley and a piece 
of ground for the miller's house, taking as annual rent only four 
chalders of wheaten flour and four of grain. Five merks of silver, 
which the convent of Melrose used to pay him for his lands of 
Maphelim,8 he transferred to the monks of Paisley. He gave them 
also the lands of Moniabrock with rights of fishing in the loch of 
Llchwinnoch; also the church of Kingarth, in the Island of Bute, 
with all the chapels, and "the whole parish of that island, together 

I HUt., i. 72. I Reg. de Pal., 74, 75. • Mauohline. 
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with the whole of those lands of which the boundaries, said to have 
been fixed by St. Blane, are still apparent from sea to sea." 1 

Alan's son and successor, Walter, was, if anything, more liberal 
still. Four years after his father's death he gave the Monastery 
all the lands between the two streams still known as Altpatrick 
and Espedair, "as Altpatrick falls into Kertlochwinoc and the 
Espedare falls towards the lands of the monks, lying between the 
Black Lyn and the Kert of Paisley"; but, a great hunter; like 
most of the Stewards, he excepted birds and beasts of game, and 
prescribed penalties for any of the monks' cattle found trespassing 
within his forests, and especially within the forest of Fereneze. 
Further, he gave the brethren wood for building and dead wood for 
fuel from his forests, and pasture for a hundred swine there for one 
month in time of mast. He also gave them the land between the 
Maich and the Calder and a piece of land on the east of the mill of 
Paisley, "to the burn on the south of the Cross of our Lord as that 
burn rises at the boundaries of the monks and falls into the Cart."2 
Imitating his grandfather, the first Walter, Walter the Second, as 
he is named in some of the charters, founded, in 1229, a monastery 
at Dalmulin, on the north bank of the Ayr, for canons and nuns of 
the Order of Sempringham, S and endowed it with lands, mills, 
fishings, and many churches and chapels in Ayrshire. After 
remaining in it for about nine years, the canons and nuns quitted 
the place and returned to the Mother House at Syxle in York­
shire; whereupon Walter transferred the monastery, with the 

1 J(eg. de Pal., 11, 13, 14,. 

IIbid., 17. 

I The Qrder flf Sempringham was founded by Gilbert of Sempringham in Linoolnshire. 
He was bom in the reign of William the Conqueror, edncated in France, and ordained 
priest by the Bishop of Lincoln. All his aubatance and patrimony he apent in alma and 
took particular care of distreaaed girls who were ashamed to make known to the world 
their poverty and oondition. His houle at Sempringham, whioh was built in 1146, was 
at firat for nUDl, afterwardl it was enlarged to accommodate canODl. A t the Reforma­
tion there were twenty-one houles of the Order in England, with Sempringham as their 
head. Dahnulin Wall the only hOuae of the Order in Scotland. 
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whole of its endowments, to the monks of Paisley. 1 Dalmulin 
then became a cell of the Priory, and its great wealth passed into 
the hands of the Paisley chapter, burdened only with the nominal 
payment of forty merks yearly to the Master of Sempringham, as 
head of the Gilbertines, who waived his rights to all the property. 
This was Walter's last and greatest donation to the Priory. 

About 1250, Alexander the High Steward finished enclosing 
the park for deer which he had begun in his father's time, near to 
his house on the west of the Espedair,2 and, having taken in some 
of the lands belonging to the monks, he gave them in return land 
near their chapels of Innerkip and Lochwinnoch. He also gave 
them permission to draw water from the Espedair for the use of 
their mill. S 

Among the other benefactors of the Priory was Henry de St. 
Martin, who, with the consent of his overlord, Walter the Steward, 
bestowed upon it the whole land of Penuld or Fulton in Kilbar­
chan, and himself entered the convent. • 

But the most princely of the Priory's benefactors at this time 
was Maldowen, Earl of Lennox. He bestowed upon the monks the 
Church of St. Patrick, with all its possessions in the county of 
Dumbarton-Cochmanach, Edinbernan, Buchan, Finbelach, Crag­
brectalech, Dumcreve, etc. 6 All these, and other donations and 
possessions, etc., are enumerated in the Transumpt of Clement IV., 
which, while not professing to be an inventory of all the property 
of the Priory, proves that within a hundred years after its foun­
dation the monks were in possession of much valuable property 
in different parts of the country. Among other possessions the 

1 Reg. de PM., 24,; and Keith, 432. 
I A reminiscence of this deer park survives in the name Hunter Hill. The resi-

dence of the chief hun taman was probably built upon or near the hill bearing that name. 

I Reg. de Po.. .• 88. 

4Ibid., 48, 49. 
a Ibid., ]59, 161. The lands were givtin to the Church of Kilpatrick by Alwin, Earl 

of Lennox, a. 1199; Reg. tk Po... , 157. 
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Transumpt enumerates no fewer than thirty parish churches as 
belonging to the monks. I 

In or about the year 1245, the Priory was raised to the v 
dignity of an Abbey. Humbald had not long been gone from Ren­
frew, after exchanging his property there for Manwede, when it was 
discovered that he had either purposely or negligently withheld 
from the knowledge of Walter the fact that whoever was appointed 
to rule the new foundation would have no power, according to the 
rules of the Cluniac Benedictines, to receive regular professions or 
to admit new members into the brotherhood. This, with other 
matters which the" Holy Humbald" had neglected or otherwise 
failed to make known, was felt to be a serious drawback and hurt-
ful to the prosperity of the House. Attempts were made to get 
the rule relaxed, but the Abbot of Clugny refused to yield. He 
demanded that the rules requiring reports to be constantly sent 
from the House at Paisley to Clugny, and obliging every novice to 
attend personally at the latter place and there make his profession 
before he could be admitted into the Order, should be strictly 
observed, and would not in the least abate his prerogatives as head 
of the Order. Accordingly King Alexander, doubtless prompted 
by his counsellor the Steward, applied to Pope Honorius III., 
setting forth the loss the Convent had sustained through the want 
of an Abbot, and how the monks had not been able to make 
regular professions, "to the great danger of their souls, the de­
struction of order and the loss of their property," and asking the 
authority of his Holiness for the creation of an Abbot. In the 
year 1219 Honorius appointed a commission to examine into the 
matter, and empowered the Commissioners, if they thought proper, 
to allow the monks to proceed to the canonical election of an 
Abbot in the Monastery. The Commissioners met at Jedburgh, 2 

and summoned the Prior and Convent of Wenlock to appear before 

1 Reg. de Pa,., 308. Page 8, "infra. 

t Reg. de Pas., 8. The Commiaaionen were the Biabop of Glasgow and the Abbote 
uf Melrole and Kelso. The .Abbo~ of Melroae did not attend the meetiq. 
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them and to state whether they had any objections to the proposed 
change in the House at Paisley. They failed to appear, but sent 
letters in which they stated that they had no objections. The 
Commissioners, therefore, with reservation of the rights of others, 
decreed that the monks of Paisley might proceed to the election 
of an Abbot. 1 The High Steward gave his consent, but the Abbot 
of Clugny had still to be reckoned with. When applied to, he 
refused to concur in the finding of the Papal Commissioners, and 
it was not till between the years 1243 and 1258-probably in 
1245-that Stephen, the Arch-Abbot, on the solicitation of a 
number of Scottish bishops, gave his sanction to the change. 
Nearly a hundred years had to elapse before the Abbot of Paisley 
obtained the right to wear the mitre and the ring. 

The first Abbot was probably William, though it is quite pos­
sible that the title was assumed by Roger, his predecessor, as the 
Head of the House. William proved himself an energetic defender 
of the privileges and possessions of the Monastery. He resisted 
with partial success the claim made by the Bishops of Glasgow and 
St. Andrews to tax the revenues of the churches belonging to the 
Monastery and to exact from them certain dues in name of " pro­
curations," 2 and repelled completely the attempt on the part of 
Duffgal to wrest from the Abbey the lands which, in 1227, his 
brother Maldowen, Earl of Lennox, had bestowed upon it. 8 Under 
his energetic rule the prosperity of the Convent was thoroughiy 
established and consolidated. From the Pope he obtained several 
Bulls which conferred special privileges upon the House. These 
privileges were afterwards extended and gave power to the Monas­
tery to hold its own against all who might seek to molest it. 

The Abbey, and doubtless Paisley itself, shared in the pro­
sperity of the good times of Alexander III. At the battle of 
Largs, Alexander the High Steward, who, like his ancestors, was a 
liberal benefactor of the Monastery, was present, and, according to 

1 Reg. de PM., 9. t Ibid., 320, 323. • Ibid., 162-5. 
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the Norwegian as well as the Scottish accounts, was a gallant and 
prominent figure. In Bellenden's graphic picture of the fight he is 
designated" of Pasley," and it is not unlikely that among the 
men of Strathgryffe who supported him were men from Paisley. 
"Incontinent," says Bellenden in his rendering of Boece, 
" Alexander Stewart of Pasley came with ane bachment of freshe 
men to the middleward, quhair King Alexander was fechtand 
aganis King Acho with uncertane victory. The Danis seand this 
Alexander cum, gaiff bakkis, on whome followit the Scottis, with 
gret cruelte, throu all Cunninghame, and maide ithand slauchter 
on thaim, quhill the nicht put ane end to all their labor." 

During the War of Independence the Abbey took the patriotic 
side, and steadily adhered to it. Walter the Abbot did indeed, in 
1296, sign the Ragman Roll and swear fealty to Edward 1, but 
only because, like many others, he was compelled. From first to ' 
last the Abbey was regarded by the English as "rebellious." 
Elderslie was within the Parish of Paisley, and there can be little 
doubt that among those who followed Wallace were some who were 
parishioners of Paisley, and in happier times had worshipped with 
him in the Parish Church. Wallace was executed 22nd August, 
1305; in 1306 Bruce, the friend and ally of the Stewards, began 
his contest with the power of England; and the fate of Paisley 
and its Abbey in the following year is told in the Scotichronicon 
in a single but pregnant sentence-" In this year, viz., 1307, the 
English burnt the Monastery of Paisley." 1 Only the Monastery 
is mentioned, but we may be sure that Paisley went with it, and 
that both town and Abbey were left in ruins. Three years later, 
on October 15th, Edward II. penetrated with his army as far as 
Renfrew, burning and wasting the country. 1I In 1314 Came 
Bannockburn, when 

1 Goodall, ii. 238.-" Hoc ill allno aciz. MCCCVIl., Anglici combul.erunt MODal­

terium de Puleto." 
t Rain, Cal. Doc. reI. to 8«Jtland, iii. pp. 81-2. 
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U Waltir, Steward of Scotland, Iyne, 
That thaD wei bot ane berdleu hyne 
Oom with a rout of nobill men, 
That all be contynanl myoht ken." 

-Bruu, Iti. 216-219. 

Walter was then but twenty-one, but evidently he knew how to 
bear himself in the fight. 

Meantime the monks had probably been lodging in Glasgow, 1 

and attempts, not in all cases unsuccessful, had been made to 
deprive them of their property. Their estates in Dumbarton­
shire were again a source of trouble,2 but fortunately Robert 
Wishart, the patriotic Bishop of Glasgow,' came to their aid and 
used all the power of his office to protect them. The contest 
lasted some three or four years, but the times were troublous, and 
though in 1294 Wishart excommunicated· the assailants of the 
monks, neither party appears to have obtained a very decided 
victory, and many years had to pass before the Monastery was 
made absolutely secure in the gifts of Maldowen. 

An incident is said to have happened in 1308 which, if the 
narrative be true, shows the esteem in which Walter the Abbot 

1 They had a tenement there, bought by Abbot Roger, .. in the etreet which is called 
the Ratonraw, between the land of Sir Manrice Stariue, chaplain, on the weat, and the 
King'l highway whioh is called le Weynde on the east. "-Reg. de PM., 285. 

'Ibid., 189-2M.· 
• Wishart, or Wishard, W&l one of the mOlt notable figurel of the time. He did 

homage to Edward and transgreued it j "he Iwore fidelity over and over again to the 
King of England, and as often broke hil oath. He kept no faith with Edward. He 
preached againlt him; aDd when occasion offered, he buckled on his armour like a Scotch 
baron, aDd fought againlt him ..... When Wallace, almolt single-handed, set. up the 
ltandard of revolt against the all powerfnl Edward, the Bilhop of G1aagow immediately 
joined him. When Robert Bruce, friendleu and a fngitive, raised the old war cry of 
Scotland, the indomitable Bishop supported him. Bruce wal proscribed by Edward, and 
under the anathema of the Church. The Bishop assoilzied him from the sacrilegioul 
slaughter of Comyn, and prepared the robes and royal banner for his coronation." He 
W&l taken prisoner in the cutle of Cupar. which he bad held against the English, in 1306, 
and was not liberated till after Bannockburn. when hI'> had become blind. He lurvived 
his liberation two yeara, and died in November 1316.-C. Innea, Reg. Ep. Gla •. , I., xxxv. 

4 &g. de Pal .• 201 *-2M. • 
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of Paisley was held, and that Paisley was visited at the time by 
some heroic figures. The murder of the Red Comyn before the 
high altar in the Church of the Franciscan Friars in Dumfries 
lay heavy upon the conscience of the Bruce. It is said that 
he was absolved by Wishart, the Bishop of Glasgow, before he 
assumed the crown, but not satisfied with this, he desired the 
assurance of forgiveness from the Pope, and sent messengers to 
obtain it. One of the messengers, it has been conjectured, 
though probably on insufficient grounds, was the Steward; but 
whether he was or not, in the year mentioned Cardinal Beren­
garius, according to the document cited by Fordun, acting with 
the authority of Pope Clement V., issued a Commission 1 to Walter 
Abbot of Paisley to absolve "Robert de Bruce, layman of Carrick," 
and his accomplices, and to appoint them penances proper for their 
crime. If the penitential ceremony took place, it would in all 
probability be performed in the Abbey Church, whose walls, still 
black with the fires lighted by the English, would lend an addi­
tional effect to the scene. 

1 Goodall, Fordun, ii. 231. The following is Dr. Leea' tranalation of thia intel'8llting 
document (Pai.lty Abbey, 95) :_u Berengariua, by Divine mercy Cardinal Preabyter, by 
the title of Saint N ereua and Achillea, to the holy man the Abbot of the Mon&8tery of 
Paisley, of the Order of Saint Benedict, in the diocese of Glallgow, aalvation in the Lord. 
A petition preaented to us by a certaiu 1I0ble, Robert de Bruce, layman of Carrick in the 
said diocese, stated That he lately, with certain accoml'lices, being inspired by the Devil, 
alew John and Robert Comyu, knights, who provoked him very much, in the church of 
the Minorite brothers of Dumfries. Bat &8 he and his accomplices, on account of the 
great strifes and the perils of war, are not able to go to the AP08tolic Seat, or even his own 
dioceaan or his vicar, he humbly ulade supplication that he and his accomplioes might be 
mercifully dealt with by that Seat. We, therefore, who rejoioe to succour the faithful in 
Christ, by the authority of the Lord Pope, whose penitentiary we are, and, indeed, are 
the utterance of his living voie.e, commit the matter to your disoretion, that, if it is, &8 
baa been atated, you may, after the said Robert and his accomplices have made proper 
satisfaction to the aforeaaid Church, absolve him and them for this oCCallion from the ex· 
communication which they have incurred for this thing, and from the charge of slaying 
that layman, according to the oustomary form of the Church, and after having heard with 
care their confession and oonaidered their fault, you may appoint them, by the aaid 
authority, aalutary penance and thOle other things which are commanded by law. Given 
at Picenuw, tenth Kalenda of Angust, and the third rear of the pontificate of Clement 
the Fifth." 

3 
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On the 16th of July in the following year, James the Steward 
died. He was the staunch friend of Bruce, and, if the conjecture 
alluded to above be correct, his powerful advocate with the Pope. 
Like a number of his ancestors, he is said to have been buried in 
the Monastery of Paisley, Seven years later, or two years after 
Bannockburn, his son Walter, who had distinguished himself in 
that famous fight, buried his young wife Marjory, daughter of the 
Bruce, and commonly known as " Queen· Blear-Eye," in the same 
place. According to tradition, her death was due to an accident she 
met with while hunting at the Knock, a small rising ground mid­
way between Paisley and Renfrew. Until a few years ago, the spot 
upon which the accident is said to haTe occurred, was marked by 
an octagonal stone column resting upon a solid pedestal, also eight­
sided, known as "Queen Blearie's Cross." In the Abbey, Walter 
caused a " faire monument" to be erected to her memory. From 
the Register we learn that he also caused prayers to be said for 
the repose of her soul, and that inspired by love, and for the salva­
tion of his own soul and the soul of Marjory his wife, and for the 
salvation of his ancestors and of all the faithful departed, he gave 
to the Abbey of Paisley the Church of Largs, in Ayrshire, with all 
its tithes and properties. The donation, however, was not to take 
effect until the death or resignation of Sir William de Lyndsay, 
the rector of the benefice. On his promotion to be Archdeacon 
of St. Andrews Sir William resigned the Church at Largs, 3rd 
February, 1318, when the Chapter of the Cathedral, the See of 
Glasgow being then vacant, before putting the monks in full 
possession of the Church, bound them over to place in it a vicar 
with a yearly stipend of seventeen merks sterling, six acres of 
land and four wains of hay, to pay the procurations of the bishop 
and to provide wax for the lights of the Church. 1 In 1318, 
Walter was appointed Governor of Berwick, and eight years after 
was buried by the side of his wife Marjory. In his quaint way, 
Barbour tells how he was mourned. 

1 Beg. de Pas., 237, 24.1. 
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" Than mycht men heir folk gret and cry, 
And mony a knycbt and ek lady 
Mak in apert ricbt evill cher j 
Sa did thai all tbat evir thair wer, 
All men hym menyt com only 
For of hiB elde he wes worthy. 
Quhen thai lang tyme thair dule had maid, 
The coras to Paslay har thai had, 
And thar, with gret solempnite 
And with gret dule, entyrit wea he, 
God for his mycht hiB laule he bring 
Quhar joy ay lestis but endyng !-Amen." 

-Bruce, xix. 216·226. 

xxxV. 

Robert, the son of Walter and Marjory, was the first of the 
Stuart Kings. . 

When the Abbot and Convent, after the defeat of Edward II., 
set themselves to restore the dilapidated fortunes of the Abbey, 
and to reinstate it in its former prosperity, they met with much 
sympathy. Abbot Walter had been succeeded by Abbot Roger, 
and Abbot John had succeeded Abbot Roger shortly before the 
death of the Bruce. In 1327, Brother Andrew, "Minister of 
Argyll," as he called himself, commiserating the common table 
of the monks, and in answer to their earnest request, gave to 
Abbot John and his brethren, with the consent of his chapter, the 
rectorial tithes and dues of three churches in his diocese, viz., 
Kilfinan, Kilkeran, and Kilcolmanel. 1 About the same time the 
Bishop of Glasgow, in consideration of the great damage which the 
Monastery had sustained during the dreadful war (diram glterram) 
which had 80 long continued between the Kingdoms of England 
and Scotland, confirmed and conceded to it the Church of Largs 
and the chapel of Cumbrae, with all their dues, both great and 
small. He did more. He relieved the monks from the charges 
with which the gift had formerly been burdened,2 his own fees 
excepted, and allowed them to hold the Church without pre­
senting a vicar, provided they served the Church by priests placed 

1 Beg. de Pal., 137. t Ibid., 241. 
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and removable at their pleasure. 1 Earl Malcolm of Lennox also 
came to their aid. Once for all, in 1330, he secured the Monastery 
against any further litigation or trouble in connection with its 
Dumbartonshire possessions by confirming them inalienably to the 
Monastery and giving the Abbot and Convent power to have 
courts of life and members, and escheat at the death of a man, in 
all their Dumbartonshire lands. He provided, however, that when 
any were condemned to death, they should pay the penalty at his 
own gallows of Lennox.2 From the Pope also came a mark of 
sympathy, which would cheer the monks not a little. John, the 
Abbot, sent a petition to Benedict XII., begging that the honour 
of wearing the mitre and the ring might be conferred upon him 
and his successors, and in 1334 a Bull was issued at Avignon, 
where Benedict was then residing, granting the Abbot permission 
to wear the insignia desired, and to bestow the accustomed bene­
diction after Masses, Vespers, and Matins in his Monastery and in 
all priories and other places subject thereto, as also in parochial 
and other churches under his jurisdiction, provided that no Bishop 
or Legate of the Apostolic See was present.' 

But by this time war had broken out again. Edward Balliol 
had been crowned in 13S2, and the disastrous battle of Halidon Hill 
had been fought. On that unhappy field the Steward, though but 
a boy of sixteen or seventeen, had led one of the divisions of the 
Scottish army. His estates in Renfrewshire had been given to 
David Hastings, Earl of Atholl; and at Christmas in the year 
that Abbot John received his much coveted honours from Avignon, 

------------------------------------------------------
I Reg. de Pal., 238-9. t Ibid., 205. 

I 1 bid. , 429. A. mill8i.ve which the Monaltery had received a few years before from 
the lame quarter was scarcely 10 pleasant as this. In 1329, the Pope granted to Robert 
de Caral, one of the secular olergy of St. Andrew., a benefice of the value of twenty 
lilver merka if accompanied with a curd of 10UIa, and of ten if not so accompanied, and 
this benefice was to be given to him by the Monastery of Paisley on the first vacancy 
occllrring in one of ita churches. The A.bbot received strict injunctions from the Pope. 
and a Papal oommiaaion was iuued to certain eocleliastica in the neighbourhood to see the 
&lTIlngement carried out.-Leu • .Abbey oj Pa.i.uy. 103, and xxxviii. 
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Edward BalliQI was holding high court and festival in the Steward's 
castle at Renfrew. For twenty-three years the country had again 
to endure the miseries of war. The Steward, after an attempt to 
regain his Renfrewshire lands, took refuge in Bute. Thence he 
passed by night to Dumbarton Castle, where he collected what 
forces he could, and, joined by Campbell of Lochow, stormed 
Dunoon Castle. Then crossing the Clyde, he regained for the 
King Annandale and the lower part of Clydesdale, Cunningham, 
Carrick, and Renfrew, and though but twenty years of age, 
was rewarded by being appointed joint-Regent of the Kingdom, 
first with Randolph, and after his capture by the English, with Sir 
Andrew Moray. On the death of the latter in 1338, he became 
sole Regent. For three years he ruled the country for David II., 
and, in 1341, on the King's return from France, resigned his 
office. At the unfortunate battle of Neville's Cross, though his 
was the last division 1 of the Scottish army that remained intact, 
with the exception of the King's, his enemies did not scruple to 
say that he failed in his duty. During the King's captivity he 
was again Regent, and again honourably preserved the Kingdom. 
After his return, the King, who accepted the statements of the 
Steward's enemies, and was not without feelings of jealousy 
towards him, made several attempts to change the succession, 
and in 1369 threw him and his son into Lochleven Castle; but in 
1370, in spite of the intrigues of his enemies, the Steward 
ascended the throne as Robert II. 

The Abbey in the meantime had not been without its troubles. 
In 1336, Edward III. seized the fruits of the Church of Legerwood 
"on account of the rebellion of the Abbot of Paisley. "2 Five years 
after the newly acquired mitre had descended to Abbot James, who 
succeeded Abbot John, the Monastery became involved in a contro­
versy with" Lord Martin," the successor of the" Brother Andrew," 
who had styled himself" Minister of the Church of Argyll." Under 

1 Goodall, Fo-rdun, ii. 315, et aeq. t Bain, Cal. Doc. Scot., iii. 326. 
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the pretext that the churches of Kilkeran, Kilfinan, and Kilcolmanel 
were in need of repairs, Lord Martin seized the revenues which 
Bishop Andrew had made over to the Convent for the supply 
of their table and to help them in their adversity. Both sides 
fought tenaciously, and it was only after a bitter conflict of ten 
years that the Abbey obtained its own. 1 

With the accession of Robert II. a new era began in the 
history of the Abbey. No great endowments like those which 
marked its early days flowed in to enrich it, but the property it 
possessed was well husbanded and carefully consolidated. The 
Sempringham pension, which for more than a century had been 
a serious grievance, was finally settled, though not before Sir 
William More of Abercorne, to whom it had been transferred by 
the Master of Sempringham, had plundered the lands of the 
Monastery and invaded its sacred precincts, breaking doors and 
windows, striking the men and servants of the Abbey, and wound­
ing a man in the village of Paisley. 2 

In 1384, John de Lithgow became Abbot, and ruled in the 
Monastery for at least fifty years. Under him the restoration of 
the monastic buildings went on apace. 3 A vigorous ruler, and 
jealous of his rights, he defended the privileges of his House and 
Order against the pretensions of the Bishop of Glasgow, and 
severely punished John of Auchinleck for attacking and brutally 
wounding one of his monks. Under him, too, the Monastery re­
ceived the last of its endowments. This was bestowed upon it in 1403 
by Sir Hugh Walas, a descendant of the patriot, and one of the 
King's esquires, who, " for the salvation of Robert, King of Scots, 
of good memory, deceased, and the souls of his ancestors, and for 
the salvation of our Lord the King,' and of all his successors, and 
for the salvation of the donator's own soul, and all his ancestors 
and successors, with the consent and assent of William Walas, his 

1 Rtg. de Pal., 140, et Wl.. I Ibid., 40. 
• Lithgow is the only Abbot whose name is inscribed upon the buildin~. 
4 lWbert III. 
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brother, gave for the glory of God, the Virgin, SS. Mirin and 
James of Paisley, and for the monks there, the ten merk land of 
Thornle, lying within the Barony of Renfrew and the Sheriffdom 
of Lanark." 1 A few small endowments had been received shortly 
before, but this ten merk land of Thornley, which closed the record, 
was the richest that had been received for many years. 

Neither Robert II. nor Robert III. conferred upon the House 
with which their family was so closely identified, any considerable 
endowments, probably for the sufficient reason that they had none 
to give. But, if they did not show their favour towards it in this 
way, they did in others. Robert II. frequently interposed in its 
behalf, while his son and successor conferred upon it two charters 
of great importance. 

By the first he erected all the lands of the Monastery situated 
in the counties of Renfrew, Ayr, Roxburgh, and Peebles into a free 
barony of regality. 2 This was in 1396. Fifteen years before, 
Robert II. had done the same for the lands of the Abbey in Dum­
bartonshire. 3 The donation of regality was about the highest gift 
the Sovereign could bestow upon a subject. To adopt the lan­
guage of Cosmo Innes, "it took as much out of the Crown as 
the Sovereign could give. It was, in fact, investing the grantee 
in the sovereignty of the territory, and it raised up those for­
midable jurisdictions which too often set the Crown at defiance.'" 
The only return that had to be made for the grant in this case 
was the prayers of the monks and their successors in all time 
coming for the King and his heirs. In the case of the Dum­
bartonshire regality, there was an annual charge of five chalders 
of oatmeal for the watchmen of the Castle of Dumbarton. 6 

Three classes of individuals are mentioned in the charter as 
dwelling upon the lands of the Monastery-tenants (tenentes), 
bondmen (bondi), and natives and their followers (nativi et eorum 

l.&g. de Pal., 79. I Ibid., 91. P. 15 infra. I &g. de Pili., m. 
e Scot. Legal ... ntiq., 40. 6 Reg. de Pal., 208. 






















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































