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ARTHUR (1486-1502), the eldest son of

HenryVII, was born atWinchesteron 19 Sept.
1486. His mother was Elizabeth of York, the

eldest daughter of Edward IV, whom his

father, after he obtained the crown, had mar-
ried in fulfilment of a promise that he had
made in exile. The marriage was intended to

have the effect of putting an end to the wars
of the Roses by uniting the rival houses of

York and Lancaster, and the firstborn was
naturally an object of great solicitude. He
was baptised in Winchester Cathedral the

Sunday after his birth, and was named
Arthur after the famous JBritish hero whose
fabulous exploits fill the pages of Geoffrey of

Monmouth. His descent was traced by in-

dustrious genealogists from Cadwallader and
the ancient British kings ; so that while on
the mother's side he was the undoubted heir

of the house of York, the defects of his

father's title were compensated by a pedigree

carried back to the fabled Brutus. In 1489,

when only three years old, he was created

knight of the Bath. His education was
looked to with peculiar care. His first mas-
ter after he had learned the elements of

letters was one John Rede,who, it seems, was
also his chaplain (Wood's Fasti O.von,, ed.

Bliss, i. 3); but after a time—apparently

when he was in his tenth year—he was
placed under the tuition of the blind poet

laureate, Bernard Andre, who gives a glow-

ing account of his proficiency. Before he

was sixteen he had not only studied the

leading gTammarians, but was familiar with
all the best Greek and Latin authors, whose
names the enraptured tutor proudly enume-
rates in his life of Henry VII.
But the interest of his brief life turns al-

together upon the story of his marriage with
Katharine of Arragon. Negotiations had
already taken place with a view to that

marriage as early as 1488, when he Avas not
yet two years old, Ferdinand and Isabella

perceiving that, notwithstanding the uncer-
tainty of the succession in England created

by the recent civil wars, Henry might be a
valuable ally against France, and one that it

was desirable to win, while on the other hand
the friendship of a recently united Spain was
an equally important object to secure on the
])art of England. The marriage project, of
course, was no more at first than a prospec-

tive link between the two kingdoms in a
comparatively remote future ; but, as Lord
Bacon remarks, ' the very treaty itself gave
abroad in the world a reputation of a strait

conjunction and amity between them, which
served on both sides to many purposes that
their several affairs required, and yet they
continued still free.' Ferdinand was too
great a politician to conclude the arrange-
ment definitely till he was sure that no
future Simnels or Warbecks could do much
to shake Heniy's throne. Henry, on the
other hand, was continually on his guard lest

by virtue of the treaty he should make him-
self a mere catspaw to carry out the de-

signs of Ferdinand. At length, however, all

difficulties were removed. Kathai'ine landed
at Plymouth on 2 Oct. 1501, and was married
to Arthur, at St. Paid's, on 14 Nov. fol-

lowing. Three times had the prince gone
through a form of mairiage with her already
befoi'e her arrival in England, the Spanish
ambassador acting as her proxy—all to

satisfy the doubts of Ferdinand lest there

should be some evasion on the part of Eng-
land. Now all was secure; and though
Arthur was weak and sickly, and the English
council objected to the cohabitation of the
young couple on this account (Arthur having
only just completed his fifteenth year),

Henry wrote to Ferdinand that he had
risked his son's health for the love he bore

to Katharine. The prince and his bride were
sent down to the borders of Wales to keep
court at Ludlow, where, in less than five

months, the bridegroom died on 2 April
1502. A touching account is given by a con-
temporary pen of the manner in which the
news was received by his bereaved father

and mother.
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ARTHUR, ARCHIBALD (1744-1797),
librarian and professor of moral philosophy
at the university of Glasgow, was the eldest

son of Andrew Arthur, a considerable

farmer, and was born at Abbot's Inch, in

Renfrew, 6 Sept. 1744. He entered the
university of Glasgow in his thirteenth or

fourteenth year, and in due course took his

degree of M.A. Both before and after his

appointment to a professorship he lectured

with success in logic, botany, humanity, and
church history. In October 1767 he received

from the presbytery of Paisley his preacher's
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license, not, however, without some opposi-

tion on the gi-ound of want of orthodoxy in

the doctrines of the church of Scotland.

He was soon afterwards appointed chaplain

to the university of Glasgow, and assistant

minister with Dr. Craig of that city. He
was also chosen librarian to the university,

and held the office until nearly the close of

his life. For some years he was usefully

employed in compiling a complete catalogue

of the books, arranged in two parts, one

under an alphabet of authors, and the other

according to the position of the volumes on
the shelves. The catalogue was printed in

1791, and described 20,000 volumes. It gave
much satisfaction. Arthur was appointed as-

sistant professor in moral philosophy through

the influence of Dr. Thomas lieid, who was
obliged to give up his full professorial duties

on account of increasing years. This took

place in May 1780, and Arthur taught the

class for fifteen years in return for part of

the salary. On the death of Reid he was
elected full professor, but held the office only

for one session, dying on 14 .Tune, 1797. He
never married, and died worth a considerable

sum of money, which he left to his brothers

and sisters. They devoted part of it to the

publication of his posthumous 'Discom-ses

on Theological and Literary Subjects,' which
were edited, with a pompous memoir, by his

friend William Richardson. The theological

discourses include one on the argument for

the existence of God, another on the goodness

of God, and otliers on objections to David
Hume, and similar topics ; among the lite-

rary discourses are two upon theories of

beauty, one on the arrangement of ancient

and modern languages, and others on the

study of ancient languages as a necessary

branch of liberal education. They are fairly

well-written and well-reasoned essays. Ar-
thur had a shy and hesitating manner, but
possessed liberal opinions to which he al-

ways had the courage to hold firm. A. F.

Tytler {Life of Lord Karnes, iii. 89), in a

note upon a letter of Dr. Reid, remarks

:

* Mr. Arthur, a man of learning, abilities, and
worth, filled the chair of moral philosophy

. . . with a reputation which did not dis-

appoint the hopes of his respectable pre-

decessor.' The Discourses ' give a very

favourable idea of his talents, the justness

of his taste, and the rectitude of his moral

and religious principles.'

His works are :— 1. ' Catalogus impresso-

rum liibrorum in Bibliotheca Universitatis

Glasguensis, secundum literarum ordinem
dispositus. Impensis ^Vcademife, labore et

studio A. Arthur,' Glasguae, 1791, 2vols. folio.

2. ' Discourses on Theological and Literaiy

Subjects, by the late Rev. A. Arthur, with
an account of some particulars in his life

and character, by William Richardson, M.A.,
Professor of Humanity in the University of
Glasgow,' Glasgow Univ. Press, 1803, Bvo.

[Memoir by Richardson, prefixed to Dis-
courses ; Edinburgh Review, iv. 168 ; Reid's
Works, by Sir W. Hamilton, 1846.] H. R. T.

ARTHUR, Sir GEORGE, baronet
(1784r-18o4), lieutenant-general, the yoiuigest
son of John Arthur, of Norley House, Ply-
mouth, entered the army in the 91st Argyll-
shire Highlanders on 25 Aug. 1804. Having^
been promoted to a lieutenancy in the 35th
foot, he served with that regiment in SirJames
Craig's expedition to Italy in 1806, and in the
following year proceeding to Egypt with the
force under the command of General Eraser,
he was engaged in the attack upon Rosetta,
and was severely wounded. In 1808 he served
as a captain in Sicily under Sir James Kempt,
and in 1809 in the expedition to Walcheren,
where, in command of the light company of
his regiment, he was employed in the attack
upon Flusliing, and was again wounded, he
with his single company taking prisoners

five officers and three hundred men. For hi*
services on this occasion Captain Arthur was
thanked in general orders, and was appointed
on the field deputy assistant adjutant-generaU
On his return to England he received the
freedom of the city of London and a sword.
A similar distinction was conferred upon him
by his native town of Plymouth. He sub-
sequently served as military secretary to Sir
George Don, the governor of Jersey, and
having obtained his majority in the 7th West
India regiment in 1812 joined that regiment
in Jamaica, and was shortly afterwards ap-
pointed assistant quartermaster-general ofthe
forces in that island. Major Arthur was
subsequently appointed, in 1814, lieutenant-
governor of British Honduras, which office

he held with the rank of colonel on the staff,

exercising the military command, as well as
the civil government, until 1822. During
this period Colonel Arthur suppressed a
serious revolt of the slave population of
Honduras. His despatches on the subject of
slaveiy in the West Indies attracted the at-

tention of Mr. Wilberforce, and of Mr. (after-

wards Sir James) Stephen. Returning to-

England on leave of absence in 1822 for the
purpose of furnishing the government with
further information on the subject of eman-
cipation, Colonel Arthur was appointed, in

1823, to the lieutenant-governorship of Van
Diemen's Land, together with the command
of the military forces in that colony, then our
principal penal settlement. The ill-regulated


