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Works Bill—Ballot Bill—Both Houses denounce Lord Granville’s
Repulsive Policy—Lord Granville and Sir G. Grey—Fox on Lord
Granville—Imperial Guarantee for Loan—Torrens’ Registration Act—
Tariffs—Herman Merivale on Titles of Honour—Sir G. Bowen on them
—Deaths of Te Puni, Taringa Kuri, and Waka Nene—Duke of Edin-
burgh in New Zealand—Surrender of Te Waru—Dr. Featherston
Agent-General in London—Mr. Vogel goes thither.







NEW  ZEALAND.
' VOLUME II.

CHAPTER IX. -
1852 to 1860.
PROVINCIAL LEGISLATURES.

Waexn Sir G. Grey left New Zealand the government
devolved upon Colonel Wynyard (58th Regt.), the senior
military officer, under the title of * the officer administering
the government.” It was deemed advisable that the
Provincial Legislatures should meet before the summoning
of the General Assembly. Mr. Weld and others thought
that a contrary course should have been adopted, and_that
the powers of the Provincial Councils should have been
defined by the General Legislature before the local parlia-
ments were permitted to plume themselves upon their new
‘honours. 8ir G. Grey, however, had called the Provincial
Councils into existence, and on Colonel Wynyard fell the
task of dealing with the larger body. The electors in the
provinces chose their leading men as Superintendents. Mr.
J. E. Fitzgerald was selected at Canterbury, Mr. E. W.
Stafford at Nelson, Colonel Wynyard at Auckland, Dr.
Featherston at Wellington, Mr. Brown at Taranaki, and
Caﬁt in Cargill at Otago.

r. Swainson declared (1859) that the Provincial Legis-
latures ought to have been confined to municipal matters,
and made more dependent on the General Legislature.

Vol. I1. B



2 NEW ZEALAND.

They plunged into what he called ‘a mischievous multi-
plicity and diversity of legislation.” In three years they
passed more than two hundred Ordinances. Mr. Swainson
was the chief adviser of Wynyard, who recommended the
General Assembly to enlarge and solidify the powers of the
general government.

The General Assembly was convened for despatch of
business at Auckland on the Queen’s Birthday, 24th May,
1854. Mr. Swainson was Speaker of the Legislative Counecil.
Mr. Charles Clifford was made Speaker .of the elected
House. Mr. J. E. Fitzgerald and Mr. David Monro moved
and seconded the address in reply to the Governor’s long
and comprehensive speech, which pointed out the dangers
which might spring from the Provincial Legislatures, the
possible incoherence if not antagonism in their legislation,
and the duty of the General Assembly to determine whether
New Zealand should “ become one great nation or a
collection of insignificant, divided, and powerless petty
states.”

_ Mr. Weld and his friends complained that Swainson did
nothing to remedy the dreaded evils. They professed the
same apprehensions. But the Assembly burned to exercise
their new power. Their appetite grew by what it fed on.
There were also men among them spurred by a noble
ambition. The Constitution made no provision for the
creation of a responsible ministry. There were to be
representative members in the Legislature. But such
members -existed, and were active in New South Wales in
1848, and as yet responsible government had not. been
established in Australia. It was to come, but it was to be
provided for by special enactment. The one master-mind
produced in Australia and exercised in public affairs had
already shown how constitutional government could be
secured. William C. Wentworth, by persistent labour of
years—notably the Report on General Grievances in 1851,
and petitions to the Queen and to both Houses of Parlia-_
ment in the same year—by drafting in 1852 the requisite
Imperial enactments; and after Sir John Pakington’s
concessory despatch of Dec., 1852 (as to Crown lands and
minerals, &c.), by drafting anew in 1858 the various needed
measures, had laid Australasia under deep obligation.




GIBBON WAKEFIELD IN THE HOUSE. 3

Other colonies reaped the harvest of his toil ; and though
the Constitution Act of New Zealand, which Sir John
Pakington passed in 1852, did not and could not, without
dictation as to local affairs, provide for responsible govern-
ment in New Zealand, nothing could have been easier than
for the New Zealand Parliament of May, 1854, to prepare,
under the light already shed upon the subject, a well-
considered measure, the passage of which might have
been unchecked. But the New Zealand House was eager
to obtain something by the quickest, not by the best,
means.

There had been, of course, no provision in the Constitu-
tion Act for responsible ministers, for the vacation of seats
on acceptance of paid office, or for remodelling or recon-
stituting the Executive Council. The Royal Letters Patent
which made that Council consist of certain functionaries
had not been modified. But Gibbon Wakefield sat amongst
the representatives. He stirred their willing minds to
demand responsible government, and on his motion it was
resolved that ministerial responsibility should be established
without delay.! A suggestion that a select committee
should be appointed to report upon the subject, found but
one supporter. Twenty-five members resisted Mr. O’Brien
and Mr. Forsaith, who desired that the Queen should be
asked to sanction the lawful introduction of responsible
government. The senior military officer stood in the novel
position of having to solve political problems, and run the
risk of contravening extant laws and instructions. He laid
the address before his Executive Councillors, with an
opinion from his Attorney-General that he might go so far
as to add, under existing instructions, two or three members
of the Assembly to the Executive Council, and that body
unanimously advised him to do so. Mr. Swainson showed, by
reference to the Constitution Act and to the Royal Instruc-
tions, that the Governor was not enabled to establish
‘ ministerial responsibility in the conduct of legislative and

' A member who asked whether ¢ members appointed to the govern-
ment” were to seek re-election, was told by bebon akefield that “there
was no existing law providing for the resxgna.blon of seats on acceptance
of office. It was equally true that there was no existing law to justify the
acceptance of office.

B2
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ekecutivé proceedings by the Governor.” Colonel Wynyard
placed in the Executive Council Mr. J. E. Fitzgerald, the
member for Lyttelton; Mr, F. A, Weld, member  for
Wairau; and Mr. H. Sewell, member for Christchureh.
Mr. Sinclair, Colonial Secretary, and Mr. Shepherd,
Treasurer, were willing to resign on receiving fit retiring
allowances. .Swainson, the Attorney-General, was. willing
to retire with or without compensation if the representative
of the Crown should think it advantageous for the public
interests. The Legislative Council deemed it essential
that a responsible member of the government should be
ehosen from that body, and Wynyard appointed Mr. F. D.
Bell, who took his seat on 80th June. When Mr. Bell wag
ealled away by urgent affairs, Mr. F. H. Bartley, a lawyer,
was appointed to the Legislative and Executive Councils..
All the newly-appointed councillors undertook without
salary to reﬁresent the government in the Legislature, to
perform such departmental work as became a concomitant
of their legislative duties, and to hold office only so long as
they might retain the confidence of the Assembly. Both
Houses applauded these arrangements, which were reported
to the Secretary of State for approval.

. Such hurried changes produced friction in machinery not
framed to meet them. The new men found or suspected a
want of co-operation on the part of the old, and the
representatives began to show uneasiness. Gibbon Wake-
field intrigued. Mr. Fitzgerald and his friends sought to
smooth all obstacles by obtaining more power. They
thought a military Governor would yield to the arguments
of civilians. To enable them to conduct the public business
they recommended that the existing office-holders should
resign, and that the government should be ¢ reconstituted
on the ordinary responsible basis.”” Wynyard laid the
document before the Executive Council, and said he was
willing to accept the Secretary’s resignation (on suitable
provisions for his retirement) and to appoint a member of
Assembly in his stead. The Secretary had been locally
appointed, but the Aftorney-General and the Treasurer
held Crown appointments, and Wynyard, as temporary
administrator, was not prepared to accept their resigna-
tions unless authorized to do so by the Secretary of State.




WYNYARD'S. “GRAVE RESPONSIBILITY.” 5

They, offering to resign if called upon, declined to advise
as councillors that such a step should be taken. Mr.
Fitzgerald, with his colleagues, quitted the Executive
Council 2nd Aug., Wynyard having on the 1st declined to
coerce his legitimate advisers without ‘ being favoured
with the views of the Crown.” ‘I am now called upon
(he said) to form an entire new form of government
without even a reference to my Sovereign, thus throwing
on me during my temporary administration a grave
responsibility I am not prepared or disposed to bear.” If
the Home Government should approve the proposition, not
much time would be lost in obtaining its sanction; if it
should not approve, it was the more necessary for him to
await instructions. The suggestion by the retiring coun-
cillors that the Assembly might refuse supplies Wynyard
spoke of in a subsequent message to the two legislative
bodies (5th Aug.), but he did not allow it to warp him
from what he thought his duty. He urged that the
establishment of responsible government should be pro-
vided for by law. He was ready to consider any such
measure favourably. He also urged that some' useful
practical measures should be passed. Mr. Sewell read to
the House of Representatives a narrative of the transac-
tions which, substantially confirming that of Wynyard,
caused him to remark to the Duke of Newcastle that it
proved ‘‘ how necessary it was to make the stand I did.”"?
The Legislative Council (10th Aug.) concurred with what

21894.—It is proper to mention that after the publication of this
History the author received from one of the actors in the above scenes an
elaborate defence of the position taken by Mr. Fitzgerald and his sup-
porters. The writer, disputing certain ‘conclusions, nevertheless said,
;:az ((iu”hn.ve no doubt done the best you could with the materials at your

He thought Dr. Thomson’s book (one of the authorities) necessarily one-
sided. Dr. T., a military man, ‘‘took his colonel’s part.” He bitterly
impugned Wynyard’s and Swainson’s conduct as full of duplicity, and as
cuttingly condemned Gibbon Wakefield.

The cgara.cter of the writer stands so high that it is right to record his
opinion.

.pBot.h sides of the shield must be examined. They differ much, but there
appears nothing which would warrant any imputation against Swainson.

As Swainson died after the first edition of this work was published, it
would have been painful to be forced by facts to condemn him in the
second ; and it is grateful to find no occasion te do se. o
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WYNYARD’S CONSISTENCY. 7

promised Wynyard, and it would be perilous to the colony
if the Queen’s representative should act without advice
from the Attorney-General. Wynyard rejoiced at being
able to assure them that ‘‘throughout the emergency he
had enjoyed the unqualified concurrence and support of his
constitutional advisers.”” He begged them (15th Aug.) to
consider his former message ‘“ with & view of turning the
remainder of the already protracted yet fruitless session to
some good account for the people of New Zealand.” On
the 15th the majority in the House, who adopted the style
“We, the Commons of New Zealand,” said, in a long
contentious address, that, dismissing all that was past,
they asked for ‘‘the immediate establishment of the
Executive Government on the basis of complete ministerial
responsibility.” .

Wynyard would not abandon his position, but would
earnestly request the Home government to aid in establish-
ing ministerial responsibility. He would, after a brief
prorogation, assist in maturing a Bill (to be reserved for
the Queen’s pleasure) to bring about the required object.
He transmitted on the 17th Aug. three messages—one
enclosing returns of electoral rolls, another replying to the
address of the 16th (No. 82), and a third (No. 88) pro-
roguing the Assembly till the 81st Aug. The bearer stood
at the door while the second (No. 82) message was read to
the House; and the majority determined to prevent the
prorogation message from being received. The reading of
the prorogation message was averted until, by irregularly
suspending the standing orders, the majority might pass
resolutions to stop supplies, and to denounce Gibbon
Wakefield. The Speaker (who pronounced at first that the
Standing Orders as to dealing with Governor’s messages
could not be suspended), after heated altercation amongst
members, said: I am in the hands of the House; what-

debate on Colonel Wynyard’s message of 5th Aung., G. Wakefield accused
Fitzgerald of ‘‘ detraction” of Wynyard’s personal honour. ¢ He used his
name ; he accused him of falsehood.”

Mr. Fitzgerald : *“ No, no, no; it is you whom I accused.”

Mr. Sewell: “It is you.” Wakeg;ld (15th Aug.) sneered at ‘the
absurd expression, ‘we, the Commons,’ ” and Fitzgerald retorted, ¢ it is
our own.” Wakefield ‘¢ did not recollect having ever used it. In New
Zealand there are no Lords and, therefore, no Commons.”
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ever I might do, the power of overruling that decision is in
thé House.” A division having shown the want of a
quorum, the Speaker discovered that in absence of -&
quorum Standing Orders could not be suspended. Mr.
Fitzgerald reminded him of his recent decision that the
House could overrule him, and the entrance of some
members, and detention of others, procured & quorum.
Objecting members were foreibly arrested, and when they
attempted to escape by a gallery, Mr. Sewell thought it
not unbecoming for an outgoing Executive Coungillor to
scramble over g railing and lock the door. Mr. Weld- was
silent. After a time, Mr. Mackay, a member from Nelson,
obtained entrance into the Chamber, and threw a copy
of the Governor’s proclamation on the table. He was
assaulted by Sewell and others for keeping his hat on, in
which on the assumption that the House was prorogued he
thought himself justified. There was a prospect of a rescue
by strangers in the gallery. Mr. Fitzgerald moved that
Mr. Mackay “be expelled for insulting the House while in
session.” Mr. Sewell would ‘“vote for the highest possible
penalty.” Eventually (on Mr. Merriman’s motion) Mr.
Mackay was ‘““‘adjudged” (without being heard) ‘guilty of
a gross and premeditated contempt.” Though the proroga-
tion was proclaimed in the ‘“Government Gazette,” a copy
of which was in the Chamber, the members, defunct as a
House, affected to go into committee to consider His
Excellency’s message (No. 82). They declared inter aliu
that the prorogation was “a violation of the rights of the
people of New Zealand;” that the Speaker should warn all
receivers of revenue against expenditure unsanetioned by
the General Assembly or Provincial Councils; that His
Excellency be prayed *to remove Mr. E. Gibbon Wakefield
from his Councils,” and “‘to remove the present Executive
officers,. being members of the Executive: Couneil, from
their offices;”’ and that the Speaker, with Messrs. Feather-
ston, Fitzgerald, Brown, Picard, Cutten, King, and Sewell
‘““be a committee during the expected recess” to earry on a
campaign, the objects of which were left to be inferred from
the brave words of the captains. . : EE

. Mr. Sewell then moved *that His Excellency’s message
(No. 88) be now read;” and the Speaker read the message
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conveying a copy of the proclamation in the ‘“Gazette”
proroguing the General Assembly until the 81st Aug. -
" Colonel Wynyard magnanimously abstained from ex-
posing the actors in a scene which made the New Zealand
representatives a by-word for a time in Australia.
- Two days after the struggle in the House, Gibbon
Wakefield found his position untenable. * An adviser with-
out responsibility, conscious that the affronted Assembly
would not subject itself to his guidance, he saw that the
Acting-Governor shrank from committing himself to it.
He sought Swainson on the 19th August, and reasoned for
two hours. He recorded the interview. He described
Swainson’s ‘“‘masterly command of the conversation by
meansg of the highest diplomatic ability.” Swainson
approved of Fabian tactics until events might show in what
way the Acting-Governor ought to act. Meanwhile, though
to this he did not pledge himself, Colonel Wynyard might
govern under the old forms until the Home government
should instruet him. Throughout the long interview each
felt that much in his thoughts must remain unspoken.
Each watched the other. But Swainson’s goal was duty,
not ambition, and the light he walked by was not deceitful.
It seemed to Wakefield that Swainson had “two distinet
policies” in his thoughts. Mr. Weld said afterwards that
he had but the one policy of *not committing himself.”
Wakefield retired from his anomalous position. The doors
of the Assembly were closed, but the keys of the Treasury
had not béen taken from the government. The existing
law gave power to apply the revenue to the public service.
Thus master of the situation, the government ascertained
that the Assembly, if convened for business on the day to
which it had been prorogued, would devote itself to practical
legislation and grant supplies.
. A final attempt was made to introduce the responsible
element when the Houses reassembled on the 81st Aug.
Mr. T. S. Forsaith of Auckland, Mr. E. J. Wakefield of
Canterbury, Mr. Travers of Nelson, and Mr. Macandrew of
Otago, were appointed Executive Councillors on the 81st
Aug. on the understanding that they would resign if they
should ““fail to carry with them the support and confidence
of the Houses of Assembly’—a .new :Governor should



10 NEW ZEALAND.

arrive—or the Constitution be changed. They were also to
identify themselves with a policy to be sent by Wynyard to
the Houses. He proposed to introduce a bill to establish
ministerial responsibility, and to reserve it for the Queen’s
decision; to deal in like manner with bills empowering the
General Assembly to transfer to the Provincial Legislatures
its own powers with regard to waste lands; and to bestow
an elective character on the Legislative Council. Other
measures were announced, and it was stated that until the
fate of the Land Bill should be decided, Wynyard would
use his authority in setting apart not less.than one-third of
the waste lands in each province to encourage bond fide
occupation, allowing rebate of passage money to settlers,
and giving time for payment, but holding back titles to
land “for a reasonable time.” The Council decorously
thanked Wynyard for his speech. The ‘“Commons of
New Zealand” no longer threatened to stop supplies
if their desire for responsible government should not
be gratified, but carried an amendment on the address
which compelled Mr. Forsaith and his friends to retire two
days after accepting office. The address, passed by 22 votes
against 11, condemned “a mixed executive” as utterly bad.
Some members wished to return to their homes, and all
were willing to vote supplies, trusting that Wynyard and the
Home government would enfranchise them speedily. They
adopted (2nd Sept.) an address to the Queen, praying that
the necessary law for establishing responsible government
might be assented to. A fortnight afterwards thirteen Bills
had been passed, and the Assembly was prorogued until the
5th July, 1855. A Waste Lands Act confirmed existing
regulations, and enabled Superintendents and Provincial
Councils to recommend to the Governor any regulations for
sale, letting, disposal, and occupation of Crown lands,
proclamation by the Governor being sufficient to give them
effect. A provincial Waste Lands Act declared it expedient
that in each province there should be local control over
waste lands, and provided that, subject to the Constitution
Act, it should be lawful for the General Assembly to
empower Superintendents and Provincial Councils to make
laws to regulate the lands. . The administration of revenue
from lanrds was relegated to the Superintendents and Pro-
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vincial Councils. The Act was not to be operative until the
royal assent should be notified. By a despatch (15th April,
1855) that assent was conveyed.

A sense of duty to his Queen had preserved Wynyard
from disgrace as it has preserved many English soldiers,
who make no such pretensions as were made by the civilians
gathered at Auckland in 1854. Swainson was wise enough
to avoid error, and firm as a rock to duty, though ready to
sacrifice his personal claims. Until he displayed his short-
comings in the New Zealand Parliament it might have been
expected that the Governor could find wisdom in Gibbon
Wakefield, but no one proposed that Wakefield should be
minister himself ; and an ambiguous position commands
little regard. Mr. Weld, in an address to the electors of the
Wairau (Nov., 1854), bitterly complained that Gibbon
Wakefield had insidiously at first, and afterwards openly,
devoted his ““great fund of information and his activity and
energy”’ to thwarting the ‘‘ responsible-government party.”
Mr. Carleton denounced Wakefield in the House with
unmeasured scorn, and Wakefield’s reply was feeble.

A constitutional question between the two Houses was
mooted, but not discussed. The Appropriation Bill reached
the Council on the 15th Sept. The Assembly was to
be prorogued on the 16th. There was in the Constitution
Act no restriction upon the Council as to the right to amend
Money Bills, but it was understood that the Assembly would
dispute it. The Council, to avert conflict, though they
amended the Bill in 8 manner accepted by the Lower House,
requested Wynyard to obtain an authoritative decision from
England as to their constitutional powers. He applied for
it, but the Duke of Newcastle did not answer his despatches.
Overtasked by duty and the anxieties of the Crimean war,
he had handed over the Colonial Office to Sir George Grey,*
who had in former years been Under-Secretary there. The
new Secretary answered in one letter (8th Dec.) six of
Wynyard’s despatches, which contained the careful opinion
of Swainson on the changes which Wynyard was asked to
make. Appealed to by a senior military officer accidentally
confronted by constitutional problems, Sir George Grey

¢ The prevalence of the name *“ Grey” in colonial affairs was confusing
even to colonists, and to the Maoris must have been perplexing.
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A CASUAL SECRETARY OF STATE. 13

Duke of Newcaatle, the Duke of Argyll, Mr. Gladstone, and
Sir William Molesworth)—Sir G. Grey penned a despatch:
which was the first step to the abandonment by the Crown
of the duties solemnly undertaken in the treaty of Waitangi
and renewed in the Constitution Act of 1852. He paid no-
heed to Swainson’s opinion. He took *‘ the earliest oppor--
tunity”’ to state that Her Majesty’s Government had ‘no.
objection whatever to offer to the .establishment of the
system known as responsible government in New Zealand.”
No legislation would be required. The Imperial Govern-
ment had no ‘“ desire to propose terms or lay down restric-:
tions . . . except that of which the necessity appeared to
be fully recognised by the General Assembly, namely, the
ing provigsion for certain officers who have accepted
offices on the equitable understanding of their permanence.””
On this understanding there would be ‘““no occasion for
further reference to the Home government,” before carrying.
into effect the proposed changes and ‘¢ satisfying the wishes,
of the community.” Rightly,indeed, did he desire to observe
good faith in smaller things, but the weightier matters of-
the law,—judgment, mercy, and faith,—he discarded. He.
said not a word about the Maoris and their Queen, and his:
despatch was gloated over by those who had hardly dared
to hope that:the rapacity of the New Zealand Company’s
settlers would be pandered to by command of the Imperial.
Government,® while Mr. (ladstone was a member of the.
Cabinet. I
Sir G. Grey furnished no advice to the soldier-governor
as to the introduction of responsible government. ‘‘If rested
on no written law,” he said, ‘ but on usage in England.” He
did not apply to New Zealand the English ‘‘ usage’ that a.
member accepting office vacated his seat in the elected
House. Unless there were *‘local laws’” (in New Zealand)

¢ Though Mr. Gladstone became technically an accomplice in Sir G.
Grey’s despatch, in 1854, it must not be forgotten that while he followed .
his great master, Peel, he wrote to the Governor of New Zealand (1846):.
¢ I conceive it to be an undoubted maxim that the Crown should stand in_
all matters between the colonists and the natives . . . the most;
natural and obvious mode of providing for our relations with the native
tribes would be to reserve to the Crown a very large share of authority,
real as well as nominal, active and not merely dormant in that department
of the functions of the Colonial Government” (P. P. 1846, vol. xxix.)."
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¢ which would be repugnant to the new system, legislation
seems uncalled for except for the very simple purpose of
securing their pensions to retiring officers.” Nevertheless,
he was glad that the ‘‘ordinary and most satisfactory
course of referring the question of responsible government
to Her Majesty for complete adjustment had been adopted.”
He said that to make the Legislative Council elective was
beyond the power of the General Assembly. A new
governor would shortly proceed to New Zealand armed with
the wisdom of the Colonial Office ; and meantime Wynyard
was to “‘act on the present instructions.” On the constitu-
tional right of the Legislative Council to alter Money Bills,
Sir G. Grey gave an opinion in 1855. Although the Con-
stitution Act was silent on the point, he thought the Eng-
lish analogy ought to prevail, the reason being that the
Upper House was not elected by the people. Thus the
loose phrases of a casual Secretary of State were put forward
a8 substitutes for constitutional enactments.

Before he was relieved, Wynyard displayed prudence of
which his successor was found incapable. Rapacity of some
settlers at Taranaki induced certain Maoris to resolve to sell
no land to Europeans.

When Governor Fitzroy disallowed Spain’s award in
1844, he vainly endeavoured to purchase from a chief
named Katatore two blocks, viz., the Mangoraka and Wai-
ongona, and afterwards offered to some of the settlers (who
had been improperly located by the Company on native
lands) allotments in other parts of the colony. The settlers,
unwilling to believe that they would in the end fail to em-
broil their country and wrest the coveted lands from the
Maori owners, were loth to depart. Like their unprincipled
representatives in London, they hoped that the eye of the
law would not scrutinize their position. The treaty of
Waitangi was by them no more regarded than by Mr. Somes.
The Taranaki creed was as bold and false as his. The
pretences of some were accepted as truth by others. In what
purports to be a history it has been recorded that ‘there
are strong grounds for believing that the company’s claims
ought never to have been brought into Mr. Spain’s court.”?

7 ¢« The History of Taranaki.” B. Wells. New Zealand, 1878.




D. McLEAN AT TARANAKI. 15

The company’s local agent, Wicksteed, was in such
pecuniary straits in.1844 that he accepted terms which he
represented to his principal as unjustifiable.

The block allotted by Fitzroy was occupied. Settlers were
removed from all native lands except such as might be
parted with fairly by their owners. Fitzroy arranged that
the native reserves within the European block should be
placed at the Company's disposal ; the Crown right of pre-
emption was waived in favour of the Company over a cir-
cumjacent tract of about 60,000 acres; and the Crown was
pledged to advance funds from time to time (on security) to
enable the company to buy lands therein. Wicksteed had
no money, and Fitzroy accepted for the government certain
boats and stores for which he paid £382. The needy com-
pany only paid their own labourers by means of the govern-
ment dole. Some of the settlers remained on sufferance at
the Puketapu block, but eventually retired, or were driven
to the Fitzroy block.

To this state of affairs succeeded Governor Grey’s endea-
vour to supersede Fitzroy’s decision, under Mr. Gladstone’s
instruction, that it was * hardly probable” that that decision
was ‘“‘ wise and just.” How D. McLean prevaricated with
Te Rangitake in striving to please Governor Grey, who, in
order to please others, prevaricated with justice and violated
the pledges of Fitzroy, and of the Queen, has been told
already. A letter from McLean in Oct., 1849, summed up
his doings thus:—The existing conveyances were : No. 1,
Nov., 1844, of the Fitzroy block; No. 2, May, 1848, of a
block (about 4000 acres bought for less than £200) at
Tataraimaka ; No. 8, Aug., 1847, of the Omata block, of
12,000 acres: No. 4, Oct., 1847, of residents’ rights in the
Grey block, of 9770 acres; No. 5, April, 1848, of rights of
certain absentee Ngatiawas at Wellington and Cook’s Strait
in the Fitzroy and Grey blocks respectively ; No. 6, by cer-
tain Puketapu natives, conveying lands occupied by a settler
near the Hua; No. 7, Nov., 1848, of 1500 acres by Puketapu
natives.

All these deeds left untouched the coveted lands at the
‘Waitara, the abode of Te Rangitake. The gradual extension
of rights of Europeans sharpened their appetites, and led to
what McLean called an anti-land-selling league. Archdeacon
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Hadfield, however, wrote (Oct., 1860) ¢ There is no such
league, and there never has been any such leagne.” Kata-
tore led the majority, who opposed sales. Rawiri headed
the malcontent minority. Maori common rights forbade a
sale while any dissentient remained ; but evil seemed good
to some eyes. Yielding {o the popular ethics, one Cooper,
Land Commissioner, in 1854, accepted an offer made by
Rawiri to sell land. The probable result was not more
doubtful than the intention to bring it about. Rawiri went
with an armed  force to mark the boundaries. Katatore
warned him to stay his hand. To signify his determination
he sent Rawiri a gun to defend himself with, saying he
would fight to the death rather than part with his rights.
Rawiri persisted. Katatore fired one shot in the air and
another into the ground, as a final signal that he would fight.
If Rawiri’s men had then sat down there would have been
peace, but they rushed to battle. Katatore shot Paora and
Rawiri as they advanced. Six fell, and more were wounded.
The settlers, considering that the wounded Rawiri was
serving their cause when he fell, removed him tfo the
hospital, but he died after three days. The Maoris prepared-
for further strife amongst themselves, and the settlers
invited the Acting-Governor, Wynyard, to ‘ execute the
law against the murderers.”® Donald MecLean, Native
Secretary, reported (27th Jan., 1855) that ¢ Katatore had:
long ago stated- his intention of retaining this land, and
had threatened to oppose anyone who should offer to sell it.
Rawiri, however, on account of some quarrel with Katatore,
proposed selling the land, and was directed by Mr. Cooper
to cut the boundary.” Major Nugent dissuaded the
Government from interfering on behalf of Rawiri.

The narratives of the combatants agreed as to the facts,
and Wynyard declined to proceed against Katatore in the
manner required. Arama Karaka took up Rawiri’s quarrel,-
and there was further homicide. The immediate provoca-
tion was an act of adultery. The aggrieved husband, Ihaia,
a friend of Rawiri, directed a young man to shoot the-
offender, and was obeyed. There was more fighting and
loss of life. Strife threatened to become chronic ; and, to

. " ““The History of Taranaki.” B. Wells. New Zealand, 1878.
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protect the settlers, Wynyard sent troops and guns to
Taranaki. - Thaia’s pah was captured, and the destruction
of his friends was only averted by the arrival of Arama
Karaka, and by friendly settlers who supplied ammunition.
Thus early did the settlers make common cause with Thaia
and his friends, through whose agency they were to bring
about the great war of 1860, and the greater war, its
resultant, in 1868.°

Wynyard visited Taranaki, and strove to make peace. He
reported that there were several causes of quarrel : Rawiri’s
death at the hand of Katatore, the enemy of land-selling ;
the seduction of Thaia’s wife; the killing of the seducer,
and insults offered by Ihaia to the bodies of men slain in
fight. Thaia had disinterred and fired shots at the dead.
Arama Karaka told Wynyard that he would fight, and that
as the quarrels had nothing to do with Europeans, they
should be directed not to interfere. Wynyard wrote that
the feud ‘‘ must be watched with care, as the connection of
the contending tribes extends far north and south, and
may, if neglected, sooner or later lead to a state of things
sach as Sir G. Grey prognosticated when applying for «
pensioners to be ‘located’ at Taranaki.” He wrote,
however, to Te Rangitake, urging him to prevent molesta-
tion of the English. The chief responded:  Yes, our
father, we will guard against all evil to the Pakeha . . .
I will go into the midst of them, and the evil shall fall on
me.” But Te Rangitake was to discover that amongst
those whom he was prepared to protect there were intriguers
against himself.

‘When Major Nugent (58th Regt.) arrived at Taranaki in
August, 1855, the presence of his military force caused
suggestions that Te Rangitake should be driven from the
Waitara. A Wesleyan missionary, Mr. Turton, sympathized
with Rawiri’s friends. In July, 1855, Mr. Turton wrote to
the Maoris at Waikato, urging them * to arise and come
to aid Rawiri’s friends. Te Rangitake, as a member of the

® A petition from the Provincial Council at Taranaki (hostile to Katatore
and Te Rangitake) admitted in May, 1858, that ‘‘the mass of the settlers
were known to sympathize with (Ihaia and others), and many of them were
supplying the besieged with the munitions of war.” N. Z. P. P., 1860,
E. ﬁo. 2. p. 29.
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the legislature.” Under these circumstances Wynyard
applied to the military authorities, “‘in order that the
charges already incurred might be as soon as possible trans-
ferred from the estimates of theé colony.”

Bishop Selwyn’s presence was occasioned by Wynyard's
request that influence might be exerted to stay bloodshed.
Prompt as of old, the Bishop, with Archdeacon Abraham,
and a Maori clergyman, Rota Waitoa, travelled overland on
foot. The Archdeacon described their reception. “Te
Rangitake’s fine handsome face, and iron-grey hair, and his
giant form of six feet three inches, with breadth in propor-
tion, certainly gave one the idea of a warrior chieftain.’"
At daylight he paid salutations at the Bishop's tent, and
breakfasted with him. The Bishop proceeded afterwards to
Katatore’s pah, where about a hundred men sat down to
hear the visitor. Katatore, a small ‘‘cunning-looking” man,
told his story. When he described the shooting of Rawiri,
the Bishop interjected, ‘“ So, then, you killed an unarmed
man! in cold blood for the matter of land?”—‘Yes.”
“Then you repeated the act of Cain towards Abel, and, in
the sight of God and man, are a murderer.” Katatore
started up in wrath, but the Bishop repeated his words, and
Katatore, muttering ominously, left the assemblage, which
appeared more attentive to the Bishop than to him. This
was on the 15th Aug. Rangitake ‘‘did not wish to take part
in the quarrel between Katatore and Arama Karaka,” but
the latter had lately encroached and aroused suspicions as
to his intention to ‘‘sell land to the Pakeha.” On the 81st,
at & meeting where Major Nugent was present, an oration
by the Bishop concluding with a quotation from a Maori
poet seemed to win the Maori hearts, which had been
already pacified by a letter from Wynyard to Te Rangitake,
promising that the government would not interfere in
inter-tribal quarrels.

The Taranaki settlers were furious against the Bishop. A
newspaper (22nd Aug.) railed at him in these terms:

‘® Journal of a Walk with the Bishop of New Zealand from Auckland to
Taranaki; August, 1855. ' .

" This description of Rawiri’s death somewhat differs from the official
account. The %ishop probably refused to allow that Katatore’s previous
warning to Rawiri diminished the crime.

c2
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‘Bishop Selwyn is again lending his blighting influence to
New Zealand—has again taken the murderer by the hand,
as he did the perpeirators of the Wairau massacre—a
murderer who is without the excuse of those at Wairau,
viz., that of being first fired upon. . . . It is reserved
for the Bishop to use his undoubted influence to shield
notorious criminals from justice, when those criminals
appeal to his sympathies through the medium of a dark
skin.”

The Bishop did not answer these attacks directly; but
in a pastoral letter to the members of his church at Tara-
naki, he wrote that he had not spoken of the murder of
Rawiri except

‘“to condemn it in the strongest language, even in the presence of the
murderer. . . . It is strange indeed that your advisers in the local
newspapers, who dwell so much upon the sixth commandment, should
forget altogether that the same law has said, ‘Thou shalt not covet.’
They may disguise it to their own consciences, but it is my duty, as a
minister of the law and of the fospel, to lift up my voice against the publi-
cation of opinions which would lead on to the sin of murder as the direct
consequence of the sin of covetousness. I offer to my countrymen my best
assistance and influence with the native people in all their just and lawful
desires, but I have no fellowship with covetousness, which Ahab found to
be the first step to blood-guiltiness. . . . T cannot remain silent while

opinions are being expressed, which if {)gu prove to be the stronger would
destroy the New Zealanders, or if you be found the weaker, would destroy

yourselves.”
The Maoris at Taranaki had sold 80,000 acres at tenpence
an acre. ‘‘ Nothing is more easy than to extinguish the

native title; nothing will be more difficult than to extinguish
8 native war.” Te Rangitake, he was confident, had no ill-
will to the English, and ought not to be ‘forced into a

osition of hostility by their suspicions and their threats.”
%e would urge the Maoris to sell land amicably, but he
would resist by all lawful means every attempt to carry out
any other interpretation of the treaty of Waitungi than that
in which it was explained to the natives by Governor Hob-
son, and understood and accepted by them.”” The Bishop’s
words were good; but so long as he might assert the claims
of justice, so long would he have enemies among men quar-
tered upon Taranaki by the frauds of the New Zealand
Company and the folly of Lord J. Russell, in defiance of the
sagacity and resolution of Gipps, and the honesty of Hob-
son.
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A new Governor, Colonel Thomas Gore Browne, assumed
office in Sept., 1855, and visited Taranaki forthwith. He
had previously written that the colony would suffer if Major
Nugent should be withdrawn with departing troops. That
officer knew the Maori language, and to him was due the
satisfactory condition of Taranaki. Colonel Browne promptly
pledged himself to act honourably towards the Maoris. He
wrote (20th Sept., 1855) to Lord J. Russell: ¢ Different
despatches will have satisfied your Lordship that I have
given the strongest assurances of protection in all their
nghts to the Maoris, and tha.t I have declared my deter-
mination neither to interfere in native questions, nor to
permit the purchase of lands until the owners are united i in
desiring to sell them, and have agreed upon the terms.”
He held a levée at Taranaki (Oct., 1855), but neither Kata-
tore nor Te Rangitake attended it. The native feud still
raged. The Governor directed that militia should be em-
bodied, but at the earnest request of local civilians did not
reduce the military garrison. He wrote that the strife
between the followers of Katatore and his opponents had
been injudiciously aggravated by a Wesleyan missionary, &
friend of Rawiri. He also ““disapproved of the conduct of
Cooper, the sub-commissioner, in commencing a survey of
land before he was assured that all who had even a disputed
title desired it should be sold.” It would have been well if
he had continued in such a frame of mind. A careful letter
from the Rev. J. F. Riemenschneider (Wesleyan missionary)
ought to have warned him of the thorns on which he stood.
It proved that even in 1855 the Ngatiruanui and Taranaki
tribes foresaw the course of events; and it is melancholy to
think that their suspicions were confirmed by the conduct
of Colonel Browne. Mr. Riemenschneider apprised him
that the Taranaki natives as well as Te Rangitake’s own
tribe, the Ngatiawa, looked upon that chief as ‘‘the real
and true chief of Waitara.” Neither the efforts of Mr.
Riemenschneider, nor the joint labours of Major Nugent
and Donald Mc