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CHAPTER XVII.
1872—1874.
MOLEAN AND THFE MAORIS.

Doxarp MoLean, meanwhile, was tempering to the chiefs
the loss of their lands by urging them to cultivate flax. A
few sentences will show how the Gael accommodated his
phrase to the Maori. ‘‘ Pleiades is high in the heavens, the
warm season has arrived, and the thoughtful man con-
siders it time to grow food to enable him to live, and to
extend hospitality to strangers, lest he be as the thoughtless
one who, when seagons of scarcity arrive, is in a very helpe
less condition. In former days all kinds of food used by the
Maoris—kumara, taro, and other things were largely culti-
vated; at present their cultivationhas decreased. I therefore
think that you should again be attentive lest they disappear
utterly; and that the word of the proverb ought to be
fulfilled, which says, ‘The fame of a man brave in war is
unhcertain, but the fame of a man diligent or brave in tilling
the ground will always last.'” He offered prizes for pro-
duction of flax. “I know that you, the Maoris, are ignorant
of the prices, &e., in England; therefore, I think that if you
will again turn your attention to these industries you will
obtain the berefit of prosperity.” The Maoris could not but
veflect that former governments had destroyed their planta-
tions and burned their dwellings. .

Vol IIT. n
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The burly Scotchman was not easily stirred from his

licy of peace. A surveyor, Mr. Todd, was shot near

irongia, in Waikato, by a Hau Hau, who took refuge at
onee in the king’s territory. MecLean determined to treat
the ouirage as agrarian rather than political. It was
anomalous that no writ could run within Tawhiao’s
territory; but a broken pledge fo him might entail many
more murders. The king’s pale recognized by the govern-
ment could not be infringed. If the Hau Hau who
eommitted the murder had hoped to embroil the races
afresh he was disappointed. Even when a chief on the
Thames River barred the electric telegraph, and stopped
the conveyance of the mail between Auckland and Taur-
anga, McLean pursued his policy. It was condemned as
dilatory by some fiery spirits. In March, 1871, 167
residents in Waikato petitioned the Governor. They asked
him to establish a rival pale to that of the Maori king,
under penalty of death to any Maori who might cross it. By
this bold and firm policy, they said, peace would be secured.
McLean was not to be diverted into a path which led to
blood.

Sir G. Bowen visited the Middle Island early in 1871.
‘When he returned to Auckland he was confronted by the old
difficulty of retaining Imperial sympathy without a symbol
of Imperial strength. H.M.S. “ Virago” was ordered to
England in March, and until the * Rosario” could arrive in
New Zealand in May no man-of-war could be placed there by
Commodore Stirling, who was in H.M.8. “ Clio” at Sydney.
Instantly the New Zealand ministry declared that it was
“ very perilous” to withdraw the * Virago.” Mr. Fox tele-

phed to the Governor that *the removal of the land
rces, and the manner in which it was done, and Lord
Granville’s celebrated despatch, tried the loyalty of the
colony very severely, and I consider it my duty to state, in
the plainest possible manner, that should the colony arrive
at the conclusion that the Imperial government intends to
withdraw the countenance afforded by the presence of a
naval force, small as it already is, it will be very difficult for
many of the best affected to retain those feelings of attach-
ment to the parent country which have hitherto been so
strongly felt and warmly expressed.” Whether Fox in-
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-cluded himself amongst ¢ the best affected,” after the
¢ coasting welcome with which he had unclasped the tables
of his thoughts” to a foreign consul, it might be hard to
tell. But it was clear that many of Fox’s supporters would
be the * spoils of opportunity.” On the day on which Sir
G. Bowen received Fox’s telegram, he telegraphed to the
commander of the *“Virago’: ‘Irequest you to postpone the
departure. Itake the responsibility on myself. I will write to
the commodore.” MecLean separately urged the necessity of
retaining a ship of war. *‘ An imaginative and acute race
like the Maori was,” he said, ‘“ quick in seizing upon any
points of apparent neglect towards New Zealand on the
part of the Imperial government.”” The commander of the
¢ Virago” agreed to wait till the arrival of another vessel,
and copies of the correspondence were sent to England.
The Earl of Kimberley told the Governor that, under the
circumstances, the detention of the ¢ Virago’ was justified,
but he regretted the tone of Mr. Fox’s telegram, which
that gentleman would on reflection see was ill-calculated
to improve and strengthen the friendly relations which it
was the earnest desire of Her Majesty’s government to
maintain. The Earl had shown readiness to retain ships
of war in New Zealand, and was able to refer to correspon-
dence in rebuking Fox’s intemperance. It is fair to add that
Mr. Fox regretted his expressions, and assured the Earl
that nothing could be further from his intentions than to
disturb the friendly relations between the Imperial and
Colonial governments.

A singular turn of fortune about this time brought Mr,
Fox into antagonism with his old opponent, Mr. Weld, who
became Governor of Western Australia in 1869; the only
colony in the Southern seas to which English prisoners
had recently been transported, and which had then ceased
to receive them., :

Both Maoris and colonists had protested against Earl
Grey’s proposition to send convicts to New Zealand, and
they had never been sent thither, although, amongst the
troops of gold-seekers, quondam convicts had found their
way. When, in order to rid itself of some refuse of the
convict system in Tasmania, the government granted
pardons enabling criminals, who had not undergone the
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"'\ wmicable relations which Lord Kimberley established
il Hho soul of the special envoy, Mr. Vogel. He scorned the
powyt vung of the ladder of promotion. Presuming on his
".\m_liuu as a loan negotiator, accredited to the commercial
Nwt'wl of the world, he aspired to be made a knight, without
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tocent an interloper in New Zealand affairs would arouse
" tion. Eventually, but by steps, the New Zealand
itained the coveted honour. It is fair to mention
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that he had never joined in disaffected movements, and had
advocated a large view of the advantages which Imperial
connection might confer upon colonies, and on this ground
his private claims were urged upon the Colonial Office. It
was true that his view was not a high one. He valued the
connection with the mother-country because the colony
might borrow money more easily there than elsewhere.
But the Manchester school was in high repute in England,
and its principles were not very different from his, His
suecess in earrying his financial schemes in the New Zea-
land Assembly commended him to moneyed men in
England. His reception by moneyed men in England
impressed colonists with his importance. His colleagues
put off the meeting of their Parliament in order that he
might be present to expound his views.

When the relative strength of armed men under the
hunted Te Kooti and the quiescent Titokowaru as compared
with the Europeans and allied Maoris is considered, it
might seem difficult to imagine that the helpless condition
of the colonists had driven such men as Mr. Fox to
countenance, and others to advocate, that separation from
England which all men deemed it Earl Granville’s desire
to permit if not to procure. After Te Kooti had been
brought to bay at Mahaetari—his prisoners being recap-
tured, his forces annihilated, and his ‘“ mana’” swept away
—he merely slunk from hole to hole to escape seizure by
Ropata. Titokowaru was absolutely at peace, and it was
not deemed necessary to take any measures against him.
Yet when Mr. Fox emitted a spark of disaffection on the
proposed removal of H.M.8. ‘“Virago,”” there were enrolled in
New Zealand 42638 militia, 6568 volunteers, 728 armed
constabulary, 4000 armed Maoris ; total, 15,554. Of this
large force less than 8000 (volunteers) were enrolled in the
Middle Island. Nothing but the suddenness of Te Kooti's
raids can explain the terror which his name inspired, and
the loud wail with which, in speeches, despatches, and
letters, the hard fate of the colonists was sighed to the
Colonial Office. In addition to the Maoris formally en-
rolled there were others eager for the fray. Old Waka -
Nene, full of years,erect in stature, but undimmed in mind,
passed away in the faith of the Christian, with his last


































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































