Orkney and the Hudson’s Bay Company

By ]. STORER CLCUSTON, Auther of "The Lunatic at Large,”

“'Mr. Fasingten in Love,” "The Spy in Black,” "Our Member Mr.

Muttlebury,” “Scotz Wha Hae,'” "The History of Orkney,” and numerous other works.

The second of three articles on the Orkney Islands and
their inhabitants who played so great a part in the story of
the Hudson's Bay Company. These articles were specially
written for '""The Beaver'' by Mr. Clouston, who, besides
being internationally famous for his series of popular novels,
is also author of a history of the Orkneys. Mr. Clouston writes
with authority, for he is an Orkneyman himself and his fam-
ily has had many contacts with the Hudson’s Bay Company.

(In the first instalment Mr. Clouston dealt with the main
geographic features of the islands and guoted from old
records to give a picture of the phvsical and mental qualities
of the “commonalty of Orkney who built the eabans and
dragged the siedges and trapped the beaver in the settle-
ments round Huadson Bay.”

N the first of these articles I mentioned a party of
I sixtv-three men who left the Orkneys in 1795 for

Hudson Bay. It 1s to be observed that this con-
tingent of sixty-three was made up of thirty-nine men
from the Mamland, sixteen from the South Isles
South Ronaldsay alone contributimg hall of them
and only eight {rom the North Isles: these last heing
actually confined to Ronsay (seven names) and Egil-
sayv, twao islands closely adjoining the NMamland. Now,
the Mainland and South Ronaldsay, and also to some
degree Walls in the South Isles, amnd Rousay., were the
strongholds of the old odal proprietors down to the
early part of the ewrhteenth century. and in some
parishes down to today. These landowners, partly of
aneient Norse descent and partly sprung from Scots
immigrants bearing good names, held their properties
by the old Norwegian odal tenure. By this system, in
its heyday, the whole descendants of the original own-
ers possessed the estates in a kiod of almost unbrealk-
able entail. All sons had equal shares, and all daughters
half shares. Daughters and younger sons frequently
sold their portions to the head of the family (this was
nsually the ease mn very early days): but, even so, they
remained part of an odal-born family with a very lngh
opinton of 1ts dignity.

Fiven when evil days befell the islands a story too
long to tell here—and the odal properties split up into
small farms whose owners shrank into ‘mpecumous
working farmers, a pretty high standard of sell respect
and independence was preserved, while the actual
blood 1t=elf. with whatever virtues it contained, flowed
on, not only in the “‘peerie® laird's"" veins, but in those

Peerie—little

of the tenant farmers, their cousins near and diztant.
Yet at the sume tume the prevalent poveriy through-
ottt Orkney in the seventeenth and eighteenth cen-
turies, aggravated by an archaie system of runre
farming. hmited the people’s ideals to o mere carrying
on of life as they knew it. And what they knew in-
cluded little or no education, few comforts, and noth-
g, save perhaps a sweetheart or a Yuletide revel,
that could be ealled a luxury.

The following passage from ihe Aceount, written
this time by the Rev. John Malcolm, minister of Fiurth
and Stenness, helps to explain a preference for the
rigours of Hudson Bay to a farmer’s ife in Orkney.

“Ploughing after harvest 1s very unusual. Small as
the farms are. this occasions a throng of work in the
spring. Should any man he eight or ten dayvs behind
his neighbours, he will have woe enough in the harvest,
How soon the oats are ceut, they are hurried into the
yard. All the eattle are left to their hberty. and he
whose corns are unripe must cul them down. or
expect to have them destroved. By the maddie of Oe-
tober, hunger and ecold foree home the hall starved
cattle from the hills: the hill-dykes are too weak to
keep them out: and 1t s equully mmpracticable to
poind these invaders as to prevent their incursions.
They must be hounded with dogs to the mountains,
perhaps after a dozen of them have run through fields
ol standing corn. The hopes of any improvement, or
better management, sre very remote. The great num-
ber of heritors concerned in one piece of land will he
found a great bar to improvements whenever they
shall be attempted. In one town of land, as 1t s called,
consisting of about sixty acres (Scots acres: 27 poe.
larger than Koghsh acres), and with eight farm houses
besides cottagers” houses, eleven hertors have an
miterest.’”

So that even a farmer. let alone a cottager or a hired
hand. had small expectation of bettering his position
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Stromness from the south, with the old Hudson's Bay cannon in the
fore ground. The cannon was fired to anncunce the coming of

the Campany's ships.

s0 long as he remuined in that land where unripe
“eorns” were hurriedly out to save them from the
tramping charge of hall starved eatile and little fields
were held rig-about by a host of heritors, ench jeal-
ously guarding his [rmetion.

Yet poverty and poor conditions did not prevent
the Orkneyman descended from an old odal family
from priding himself on his pedigree. The Rev. Gearge
Low, in a "Description” of Orkney written in 1773
speaks of the calfl sometimes having “a better apurt-
ment than the heir of a lfamily that ean boast of
twenty-four generations of uninterruptod lineal sue-
eession!” To illustrate the frequent combination aof
humble station and old landed descent: Out of the
sixty-three who joined up in [708, fully two thirds bore
the names of one-time land-owning families, and four-
teen of these were even numbered once among the
“"hest landed men' found on the asaizes of the sixteenth
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century head ecourts. These labourers and sailors can-
not now be traced back to anv of those old lamilies,
and it may very likely have been difficult then, yet
they must have sprung from them originally and in-
herited some nfusion of their blood, if not of their

Jres.

It 1s hard to imagine better conditions for the pro-
duction of 4 race such as the Hudson's Bay Compuany
wanted for their spadework servants—simple. hardy,
very shrewd within the limits of their knowledpe,
highly sell respecting, and endowed. I may add, both
with a sense of humour and with good humour. It is a
curions thing that none of the old commentators men-
tion these last attributes. If one has any sense of
humour oneself, the keen and usually gravely expressed
(rkney wagzishness 8 one of their most marked char-
acteristies. While, as for their good humour—their
rendiness to help o friend, or even & stranger—it is



still more difficult 1o understand how it escaped par-
tioular mention. Probalily the wnters were a0 used
ta it that it never struck them as noteworthy

The relations betwooen the Company and their Ork-
nev servants, nnd the economie effects of the associa-
tinn, are touched upon several times i the Old Sta-
tistical Ageouni. Most seientifically exact and addioted
to the marshalling of fpets of all these old divines
was the Rev. William Clouston alroady mentioned. a
learped and dignified figure whoss reputation has not
even vel been forgotien in the islands. Fle was perhaps
a trifle prosy. according to our soappier modern
standoards, but a perfeel mine of informuotion, garn-
whed with once apt Latin quotations. whereby he
indicuted o the respectial reader how o gentleman wnd
scholnr should set aboul o statistical essay, It has
already been seen how reliable his information was, so
that one may with the less hetation quote the pas-
sage dealing with Hudson's Bay Company.

“TMTudson’s Bay Company's Shipe" (he heads the
passage). “Hodson's Bay was discovered by Heory
Hudson m 1610, Frauce, after disputing the right to
it, Bnally veded 1t 1o Britain, at the Treaty of Utrecht.
Sinoe IG70, the trade to that Country has been carred
out by a Campuany, who have an exclusive Charter
The capital of this Company, originally £10,505:12:6.
hins been merensed to L1044, 146:17 :6d. This Company
lits out three ships, fram 150 to 400 tons each, whieh
carry out provisions, guns, powder, shot, hatehets,
cloths, et o be exchanged with the Indians Tar
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beaver and other furs. These vessels usually arrive at
the Harbour of Stromness about the first of June,
where thev stop for two or three weeks to take aboard
imien for their zeltlements, They engage usually from
60 1o 100 men, natives of this county to go to these
settlements, every year. They have about 400 or 500
men in these settlements, of whom it is presumed
three-fourths are Crknese, as they find them more
sober “”I.! tradtable than the Irish, and Illi'_\' Blrnme
for lower wages than either the English or Irish. The
voarly wages they give s, honse-carpenters, from £2(0
to £36; blacksmiths, from £20 to £30; sailors from
£18 o £25: hoar-bmilders, from £20 e £30; brick-
layers or masons, from L£20 1o £25: tailors, rom £10
to £15; lnbourers from £6 to £15. The Company raises
the wages of these men in proportion to the time they
remain in ther service, heeause the longer they are,
the better they are aequainted with the business, and
consequently more useful

“The Company's ships asually return 1o the har-
howr of Stromness about Naoavember, to land those
men who choose Lo rebturn home, The returng to the
Compuny by these ships, from all thear settloments,
5 usunlly from 80,000 o 100,000 heaver sKins, or other
furs equal in value to this number of beaver: for all
other Turs are computed by their relative value to the
beaver, as are also the goods sent out from Britain:
and consequently the Campany's sccounts with their
fuctors in these settlementis are kept in beavers, as ours
are in pounds Sterling

*It has been said by o great writer (Abhé Rayvnal)
that the murmurs of the mmtion have been exeited
against this Company. both on account of their mon-
apoly, and also on account of the greal
profits they make: which might indesd
have heen great some time ago, when their
trade was more extensive, and not cheeked
biv the mterference of the Canadian trad-
ers, and when the expence of supporting
thetr extensive settloments was less; bur, of
Inte yeurs, 1018 asserted, that they do ol
divide aboyve 6 or 5 per cent, whieh 1= no
more than the Bast Indis Company, and
other trading compames in Britain have
divided

I the murmurs of the nution have been
exeited becanse of the monopoly which this
Company enjovs, so also, of lale wvears,
there have been preat complaints o this
county, both on account of the smwall wages
@iven 1o the labourers, and the great num-
ber of them engagod, while the farmers are
left without servants. The constant dran
of men from thes county to the Greenlandd
and leeland fOsheries, the coal-trade, and
His Majesty's navy, together with 200
feneibles raised, has tended to foster these
complamts, which are prineipally directed
against the Hudson's Bay Company, be-
cause they moke a yearly demand, and at
once, and therefore the more perceptible,
We cannot complain that our men are
called awny to fight our wars: this we can
only regret, und that the situation of things
makes 1t necessary, oceasioned by the tur-
bulence of 4 neghbouring nation,'”

(At this point T apologize 1o the shades
of the learned writer for omitting a sonor-
ous quotation from Virgil.)
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The inxcribed stone marking the site of
a famous well in Stromness
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An old close in Stromness. Those who know old fur trade build-
ings such as Lower Fort Garry, built by Orkney masons, will
nolice the close smilarity in the construction of doors and win-
dows o those shown in this photograph.
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“In time past., when there was not such a demand
for men from other quarters, the number necessary for
Hudsou's Bay might well have been spared from this
county: and although it is no doubt better for a
cotintry to keep 1ts natives st home, provided they can
be usefully emploved, either in agriculture or manu-
factures, yvet where there are not manufactures, or 1m-
provements in agriculture, thus 1o employ them, it is
better to hire them to those who ean usefully employ
them: and also better, that they go to hunt the harmi-
less and civilized heaver, than, like the Swiss. to ficht
the wars of other nations for hire. As to these men
bLeing idle and useless to their own country when they
refurn, it may be observed, that several of them are
perhaps so before they go there, and that this 15 what
often induces them to go.

“Notwithstanding that those who are against this
emdgration, represent to those who go, 1st, The dangers
to be encourntered from mountains of 1ce 1 going there;
2dly. The severity of the chmaie, and the danger of
bemng frost bit: 3dly. The hazard of being eut off by the
Indians; yvet all this does not deter them from going
But even allowing that all these dangers are exagerer-
ated as perhaps they are, sinee few are frost bit except
through their own inattention. or cut off by the
Indians except when 1t 1s oceasioned by theiwr own -
prudence; vel still their solitary situation there, might
seem ol itself snflicient to weigh agmanst all the pe-
cumary advantages they ean hope to reap in the Com-
pany's servicee: sinee they are eut off from family and
friends. and from all social intercourse but with the
natives, where

SJmmersed i furs
Lie the gross race. Nor sprightly jest, nor song,
Nor tenderness, they know:; nor aught of hfe,

Bevond the kindred bears that stalk without.'

Notwithsianding this, too. vel from a restlessness of
disposition. a desire of change. and small as the wagres
are. vel as they are better than the farmers herve can
afTord to give, the Company always procure a suflici-
ent number of men to go to that bleak climate. For
their success in procuring these men. they are perhaps
indebted to their agent at the village of Stromness,
who is a man well quah fied for business, and attentive
to the interests of the Company. This agent pays away
vearly for the Company from £2000 10 £3000 Sterhing,
which no doubt greatly tends to gquicken the little
trade ol this place.”

Amone other faeis to be gleaned from this aceount,
it will be seen that the number of sixty-three men who
enhsted in 1798 was evidently below the average and
searcely does justice to Orkney’s part in supplying the
Company’s personnel.

In addition to the information contained in the
Account, some further particulars have been very
kindly given me by the Clompany’s secretary in Lon-
don, and I should like to say here that these and all the
other facts which follow later. taken from the Com-
pany’s archives, are published 1 this article by the
permission of the Governor and Committee of the
Hudson's Bay Company, to whom | feel a very lively
sense of gratitude,

[t was in 1693 that we first have record of the Com-
pany's ships visiting Scotland in search of suitable
servants, In that vear a certain Captain Simson sailed
northwards with the purpose of enlisting the services
of some persons “‘who would serve the Company at

cheape wages.” Bt whether this economieal errand
took Captain Simson as far north as Orkney s not
known for certain.

Nine vears later, however i 1702 it 15 definitely
recorded that Captain Michael Grimnmungton, com-
mander of the ship Hudson's Boy., received instruetions
to eall at the Orkneyvs en route from the Thames to
Hudson Bay, "and there o take in 10 or 12 suitabile
voung men for servants.” From this it seems as if the
Orknevmen were already recognized as suitable lor the
job, and 1t would therefore appear likely that Captain
Simson found what he wanted in the islands.

Thesze wonld seemn to have heen oceasional visits, but
thereafter. throughout the whole period 1722-1891,
the Company's ships called regularly at Stromness. So
that one may say that for practically two eenturies the
close connection between the famous Company in Lon-
don with its vast territories across the Atlantie and the
remote archipelago m the North endured without a
break, to their muutual great advantiage

This ean safely be zaid now, biut 1t would not have
done to say o to the Rev. Franes Liddell, who wrote
the account of the Parish of Orphir in 1797, That
cdhivine had none of the cold-blooded regurd ror mere
facts that disfigured such wordly persons us the minis-
ter of Stromness and Sandwick. When the spirit moved
him to enthuse, he let lnmsell go as o member of
an inspired ealling should. “The advantages of this
parish.” he rhapsodizes, “are fire, water and fine
women'" And to show that he meant what he said,
there 12 quite a spiey account still extant narrating
the consequences of Mr. Liddell’s admiration for his
housekeeper.

What he dighked. he hated with equal vigour, and
the most righteously loathed among his aversions was
the Hudson's Bay Company. In ease they should ever
tend to feel too complacent, let them attend to ths
denunreation:

“Nany yvonng men emigrate from hence yearly;
some as sailors on board merchant vessels., who gen-
erally land in the King's serviee at last; although they
abhor the idea of heing pressed 1n their own country.
Others, and the greatest number, enter into the serviee
of the Hudson's Bay Company : and. instead of offering
an honourahle service to therr King and country. or
staying at home to enltivate their lands, and profect
their wives, and childvren, and their parents, for the
sum of £6 per annum, hire themselves out for slaves in
a savawe land. where, in the language of Seripture.
they are hterally emploved as hewers of wood and
drawers of water: or, what s a still more distinguishing
badge of slavery, in drageine along large loads of tim-
ber, yoked m the team, like beasts of burden. My Gaod!
Shall man, formed in the image of his Creator, desert
the human species: and. for the paltry sum of L6 a
vear, assume the manners and the habits of the brutes
that perish? Fy be on the man, who would rather he
the =lave of a Company of private merchants, than
enter into the fleets and armies of Great Britain, and
bravely fight lor his Kimng and eountry, our religion,
our liberttes, and our laws. Many of those men, at
their return. after N or 10 years exile, bring home with
them all the viees, without any of the virtues of <av-
ages: indolence, dissipation. irrehigion. and at the same
time a broken constitution: and the misfortune is, that
having carned a little money, (for, after a five vears
residence, their wages are augmented), theyv are on-
abled to overbid the honest, industrious farmer. who 1=
mecumbered with a number of  (Continued on page 62
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the full foree of the wind and spin out
several lines of sitk which eventuadly offer
enough resistanee to the wind that the
spiders are pulled awayv and zo Hoating
mto space. By this method spiders have
heen known to be blown hundreds of
miles, and they have even been caught
over a mile m the are. By the first of July
all had settled down to the business of
spinning webs and eating

But this would go onoand on far into the
night if 1 attempted to enlarge on any
rnore of the nsects whieh I saw and col-
leeted or studied, =6 'l just menton o
[ew more of the interesting forms. There
were appiarently very few bees bat the
bamble bees, The aretie bumble bees are
beautiful things with black, vellow, and
aratige stripes. They range in size from
thie large ones, us big as the southern
species, to the tiny ones hardly as large as
a honev bee. Several species were found,
and they earried masses of pollen on their
lews after having vistted the many tunedra
Besides these were the butter-
thes. Early o July there were many
hrown indrertlics whieh were soon fol-
fawed by a gnluxy of yvellow and white
butterflies, These were the most diffienlt
inserts of the tundra to eateh, Tor at the
lenst dhaturbance they would hounee into
the wir, e caveht by the high winads, and
away they would go. | regularly used my
hest goll laneguape while trving to net
then.

As | was in the company of Mr. A, C.
Twotney, an ornithologist, I had oppor-
tunity to examune many birds for the bird
Lice. The birds wore infested with the
chewing lice whieh run over the body and
eat the feathers and skin scales, and with
mittes aned Heas, Apparently the sparrows
were the anly anes to have manvy tleas,
while the ptarmigan were the lousiest of
the hirds, Some of the bivds, as the Lob-
redor Jongspurs, Smiths longspurs, and
the northern horned Toarks, were almost
froc of lice. The insect annihilating ability
of birds was foreibly brought to me

Howers

when 1 took two voung northern horned
lark and attempted to feed them and keep
them well and fat. They ate over a half of

apint of Hly maggats a day plos whatever
ather inseets 1 would throw into the eage
with themn,

I have hardly seratehed the surface of
interesting things about the meaects aml
arthropods of the north, but in elosing 1
would like tosav thar durimg my stay and
studies | was never trea wr rovally as
I was by 1t peaple of Churcluil, The
hospitality of the Friendly North wiil
alwavs hold o warm spot wmy heart,

Orkney and the Hudson's
Bay Company

sined from page 1]

small children, and who perhaps may
hsve fallen into a temporary arrear, upon
whorn the unfeeling lundlord has no com-
passion. But, bebold the consequence! in
a few vears, from ignorance and want of
intdustry, the ergrant, i his tarn, is also
redueed to poverty, and must give way to
another of g awn tribe. By these means,
mast of the farms are overrented; and this
fluctuating state of things puts an effec-
tual bar to all improvements, and surely
calls wd for reformation from every
virtuous landholder. There are at present,
from this parish slone, in this nfernal
settloment, 43 of our prime young men;
pnd 12 more are just upon the eve of em-
barking: This, added to the number of
=eamen :\!‘r“.‘ul. searce Ii':l'\."“\v El:l”'1< tn

62

caltivate the ground, and must sooner or
later depopulite the country. By those
mearis, there are no spare hands for manu-
facturers; and the fishery, which, next to
the keip, onght to be the great staple of
Orkney commeree, 18 entirely abandoned;
and besides, the King's serviee 1s de-
prived of many hardy seamen; for the
moment war 15 proclaimed, for fear of be-
g pressed, they skolk away to this dis-
tant settlement.

At this point something would seem to
have happencd which suddenly soothed
My, Liddell, Possibly his housekeeper
smiled. Anvhow, he abrupily ends his
diatribe with this surpnising tribute:

“"At the same Lir il must be acknow-
ledged, for the honour of the Hudson's
Bayv Compnany, that no men ever acted
integrity, or fullilled their

with maore
ngrecments more honestly, than those
gentlemen  have amformly done;  and

further, upon u representation from the
present meambent of this parnish, they
have been pleased to augment the wages
Lo £10; by whieh means aboave L1000 Ster-
ling per annum 1= added to the ineome of
Orkney. ™

Sa that, after all, the Company comes
not <o badly aut of its encounter with this
eloguent gentleman

(In the pnext issue Mre. Clouston will
tell of those Orknev slanders who rose
to commissioned rauk in the Company's
service

On Wings of Arctic Summer
(Cantinsed fram page (N

By Jaly the voung terns were hatehed,
and until they were ready to iy the
parent birds kept np o continuous search
for fomd, most of which was taken along
the coast g mile or so away. There, grice-
fully treading the wind, they would dive
after small minnows, aften plunging like
artows fram forty to Afty feet and disap-
pearing beneath the surfaee of the water,
onlv to rige mstantly ina shower of spray
with a small wrigeling fish securely held
e therr small pointed bills.

In August the arctie terns, their voung
naw fully grown, left the colomes One by
one they deserted their yvoung and started
on their southward migration. They move
along the canst towards the cast to the
north Atlantie, where they fly across the
oper geean to the shores of western
Luarope, then down the west coast of
Africa, on arcross to the east Brazilian
stoof South America. From these two
nts they continae =anthward down into
the Antaretic. But after a few months
thev agmn become restless and bhegin
drifting northwuard, following their south-
ward migration route and eventually land
ut their brecding grounds m June.  Thus
they complete n 15,000 mile journey, the
langest mugratory flight of any known
bird ¥

June is really n busv sesson far the
birds, Thev no sooner arrive on their
arctic breeding grounds than they start
their canrtship i preparation for nesting.
During these early June davs great aetiv-
ity is the predominant feature. Aerial
acrobaties and the strutting of spring
plumages are seen, and songs are heard on
every hand The plants suddenly come ta
life o=t by magie. The delicate drvas, or
arctic heather, fairly shoot out of the
melting snowbanks and in a few dayvs the
tundras will be white with their blossoms.
Thewr life, however, is brief, Insting hut
out two werks, Others take their plac
in the mad sueeession of moving events,

Great tields of lavender ¢oloured rhodo-
dendrons, searlet vetches and small deli-
eate orchids are a part of the arctic spring
—a spring filled with sunshine, flowers,
songs and bright feathers. The season 1s
short, » mere gesture, and the show is
over. This, then, is a far different land
from the cruel north with its hlizzarvds,
intense colds, hardships, and even death,
so often portraved by writers. By the last
of June all of the sandpipers, plovers, cur-
lew, diteks, geese, phalaropes, sparrows,
\\:lr'hl!‘l'-, shorteared owls and ;-!;u‘miu:m
< Inid their eggs. The sandpipers and
sure o curious lot, After the female
her four eggs, the male does the
greater part of the housekeeping. He
meubates the cgps and then looks after
the feeding of the voung. All this he does
without 4 word of protest, while the fe-
male stands alool and watehes, Likewise
the male red phalarope, smaller and dul-
ler in eolour than his mate, atrends to the
domestie duties.

Just where the bhird lnvs her eggs seems
to depend upon the individual's taste,
which, in general, 15 the same throughaont
vach species The low wet tundra, with its
variety of sedges, grosses aml sphagnum
moss, would not, in moest loealitios, seem
ta bother most birds, The ground cover 15
bt a shallew covering, never more than
cighteen ta twentv-four inehes Lthick. The
whale 13 underlaid by a heavy sheet of
permanent ground tee which never thaws
throughout the vear, To spite of this seem-
mgly unfavourable eovironment, the red-
baeked sandpiper is apparently quite con-
tented Lo make her nest, a4 mere depres-
ston in the wet moss, in such a place. The
young, mere patehes ol down on long
spindly legs, are no sooner hatehed than
they lenve the vieinity of their nest. In
another six weeks they undergo o pro-
found ehange. Their new down is lost for
a cavering of feathers, The wings develap
strong primary feathers, and by the first
week of August the juveniles are ready for
thierr southward mageation. The adilis
nnd voung leave together, and by the end
of the month the tundra has lost one of its
gavest sandpipers.

Ihe sandpipers. plovers and terns are
nat the only birds to ne vt Chuarehill.
Great flocks of horned larks and lapland
longspur: e the first to herald the ap-
proach of o new spring there. The brightly
teatherod hirds seatter out over the turi-
drus to construct their nests among the
racks and mosses. The nests are well
made and lined with the white winter
feathers of the willow ptarmigan. Their
SOTHES 1 ~|r!'il:§: and early summer may
gladden the heart of a naturalist, or thes
muy surprise him, for, although he may
have seen [locks numbering thousands on
the prairtes of western North Ameriea
during full, winter and early spring, he
heard no sound exeept for o lTow tinkling
chirp.

Many other species nest within a short
distance of Churehill. Just four miles
south of the townsite the coniferous forest
staggers out over the tundra in small
stands of wenther-beaten trees. Th af-
fords the protection required for the nest-
mg of such birds as black-poll warblers,
vellow warblers, Harris's sparrows, fox
sparrows  and  grave-cheoked thrshes
These birds' nests are all well construeted
and built in the sheltering branches of the
spruce trees or on the ground whoere the
lower branches of the conifers afford an
excellent roof. Spring in the forest edge
and o the forest is quite as Faseinating as
the avian senvity of the tundess, Hers
even the song of the robin can be heard at




