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CHAPTER XX.

THE PUBLICATION OF THE PARLIAMENTARY |
RECORDS.

—

A Pran ror THE PusLicaTioN oF THE RorLs or Par-
LIAMENT, ACCOMPANIED BY SUCH OTHER RECORDS As
MAY ILLUSTRATE THE ANCIENT CONSTITUTION AND
Poricy or THE KineDOM.

[From Manuscript Collection.]

I~ the course of the seventeenth century, when researches
concerning the Antiquities of the Constitution were pur-
sued with great diligence, much attention was given to
the early proceedings of the High Court of Parliament,
and transcripts of the Rolls, &c. were made by and at the
expense of such distinguished individuals as Yelverton,
Hale, and Petyt, for their private use. The work entitled
Cotton’s Abridgment of the Records in the Tower, and
which contains abstracts of the entries of the principal
public transactions, as well as of many of the private
petitions appearing on the Rolls, was published by Prynne:
and Ryley edited the Pleas in Parliament, with the
Judgments thereon during the Reigns of Edward I.
and II.; to which he added an Appendix of Illustrative
Records. Prefixed to the work is the following note, by
Sir Heneage Finch:—I think the printing of these
Records, entitled Placita Parliamentaria, together with
the Appendix, will be of excellent use and advantage to
the Professors of the Common Law, and all others who
are desirous to know the truths of History by the best and
most ancient evidences of it.” The words of this learned
judge may be noticed to prove the utility of the Parlia-
mentary Records in illustrating the principles of the
PART II. B '



2 A PLAN FOR THE PUBLICATION OF

Common Law: and, as sources of legal information, the
Rolls of Parliament are frequently quoted by Hale in his
Pleas of the Crown. Hale studied these Records with
great care; he wrote a History concerning the Power of
Judicature in the King's Council and in Parliament, and
an Essay on the Judicature of the Lords' House of Par-
liament, in which a portion of the first-mentioned tract is
incorporated. The Essays in question seem to be only
the sketches of larger Works. The latter only has been
published; and though very short, and appearing under
the disadvantageous shape of a posthumous publication,
it affords many useful hints respecting the investigation of
the ancient Parliamentary proceedings.

From the time of Ryley, and Prynne, and Hale, the
Rolls of Parliament were wholly neglected until the year
1765, when they were published in pursuance of a vote of
the House of Lords. The Editors, Astle, Topham, and
Morant, formed a considerable portion of their text from
Ryley, from Hale’s Transcripts -in Lincoln’s-inn Library,
and from the ¢ Copy purchased of Mr. Tonson, corrected
by the Originals;” and they also added a ¢ Selection of
Parliamentary matter found on the Patent and other Rolls,
and also in public offices and private collections.”

Since 1765, numerous ancient Parliamentary Petitions,
&c. have been discovered by the diligence of the Keepers
of the Records in the Tower. These should be published;
and as the deficiencies of the edition of 1765 have been
long recognized, (1) it appears necessary to proceed to a
new edition, calculated to be a companion to the authentic
edition of the Statutes of the Realm.

The editors of 1765 acted merely as transcribers, or
supervisors of the press. They have given no Index,(2)

(1) Introduction to the Authentic Edition of the Statutes, p. xxxvii. [See
ante, Part 1.] N
(2) [An Index to the Rolls of Parliament, which it is well known form six
folio volumes, has, it is said, been ‘‘ in hand’’ ever since the year 1767.—See
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and the text is destitute of those references, and other
aids, which are absolutely necessary to facilitate the pro-
gress of the reader through pages of obsolete matter
-written in Norman French.

The ¢ Parliamentary matter” appended to the Rolls by
the editors of 1765, shows that they considered themselves
authorized by the vote of the House of Lords to make
such further selections from other Records, not being
Rolls of Parliament, or Petitions in Parliament, as illus-
trated the subject; but in making these additions they
did not take an extensive range. The new edition would
require much comprehensive research.

The ancient Parliament exercised nearly the same direct
control over the inferior Courts, which has now devolved
upon the Court of King’s Bench. It was an original
Court of contentious jurisdiction between party and
party, from which causes were occasionally remitted to
the inferior Courts for trial, and much of the business
which would now be transacted in Committees, and ter-
minated, according to the present course of Parliament,
by addresses, or resolutions, was then determined by
directing commissions to issue for the purpose of taking
Inquests to be returned for adjudication before the King,
or the Council. Common Law Writs issued upon the
Warrant of Orders made in Parliament upon Petitions.
In these and other cases of the like nature, none of the
derivative Records, as they may be termed, appear in
the edition of 1765, though they are, in fact, essential
portions of the proceedings of the ancient Parliament.
Retrospective Review, Second Series, vol. i. p. 69 ; Westminster Review, vol. x.
p- 408 ; Nicolas, Observations on the State of Historical Literature, pp. 108,
109, 137; and Nicolus, Refutation of Mr. Palgrave’s Remarks, &c. pp. 91, 92.
The statement in the Westminster Review, vol. xi. p. 538, that the present com-
piler of this Index is employed by the Record Commission, is erroneous. The
error has been corrected.— Nicolus, Refutation, p. 92. Respecting this Index,

€ee a passage cited in a subsequent note.—Nicolas on the Public Resords, p. 67.]
B2
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Of equal importance are the unpublished Ordinances,
Writs, Judgments, and other proceedings of, or eman-
ating from, the great Council, whose jurisdiction was
blended with that of the Lords of Parliament, so as
to be scarcely distinguishable therefrom.

Considered as historical and constitutional documents,
the Rolls of Parliament are very unsatisfactory, unless
accompanied by a complete series of Parliamentary Writs
and Returns, from the earliest period to the end of the
reign of Henry VII. One Writ of Summons of Election,
and for Wages, relating to each Parliament, should be
given, together with Writs of Prorogation and Re-
summons. Lists or calendars must be added, containing
the names of all, who were summoned, or returned, and of
the manucaptors of the Commons; and all special Returns
should be printed at full length. Without these Writs the
proceedings of Parliament are mutilated and incomplete.

The Parliamentary Rolls, Pleas, and Petitions, care-
fully arranged and indexed, with the addition of the
Parliamentary Records and Parliamentary Writs, would
form a substantive and independent portion of a Work,
‘which could be begun and completed by itself; but if
such. a Collection be contemplated as will furnish the
‘materials for a true History of the English Constitution,
it is submitted whether it might not be expedient to
authorize further investigations. Parliament is a Common
Law Court. Its foundation must be sought in the insti-
tutions of the Common Law; and as the inferior Legis-
lative and Remedial Courts of the Common Law reflect
the organization of Parliament, the development of the
rise and progress of these Mesne Jurisdictions will afford
the best commentary upon the history of the supreme
‘Remedial and Legislative Court in the Kingdom.

‘ ~The Courts in question are the Leet, either as existing
in burghs and manors in ancient demesne, or as a Hun-
dred Court, the County Court, and the Courts of the
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more considerable towns and cities. No sound attempt,
whatever has yet been made for the purpose of illus-
trating the progress of the jurisdiction usually considered
as Corporate Jurisdiction, though it is one of the most
essential elements of the English polity and constitution.

Municipal Jurisdiction, which appears to have been
universally founded upon the Common Law Leet system,
assumed various modes of action in consequence of Bye-
laws, Charters, &c., and it would be obviously impossible
to investigate the progress of the Courts of all towns and
boroughs. It will be sufficient if the examination be
confined to those, which are distinguished either by their
importance, or by the peculiarity of their constitutions.
It is conceived that Parliament can authorize such re-
searches without infringing, in the slightest degree, on
private rights, the Records and Books containing the
acts of Judicature, and the proceedings of boroughs and
corporations, being always distinct from the documents
relating to property.

Another field of inquiry yet remains; it is the history
of other Courts, which existed, or are existing, within the
dominions of the Crown of England, whose jurisdictions,
either on account of the severance of their territories from
the body of the realm, or in consequence of their peculiar
privileges, bore a nearer affinity to the style of Parliament
than the usual Courts of the geldable land, or of the burghs
and cities. Thus a popular representation, in the nature
of the Hundred Court, or Leet, was confirmed to Jersey
and Guernsey by King John immediately after the loss of
Normandy. A similar representation, also analogous to-
the Common Law Leet system, subsisted by prescription
in the Isle of Man. The Parliament of Ireland imitated.
the ancient Parliament of England. The Parliament of
Chester may also be instanced. Unfortunately the Re-
cords of these assemblies are not copious; but they cannot
fail to throw much light on the constitution of Parliament,
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and to supply many of the chasms found in its history.
So much obscurity will indeed remain, even after we have
explored every document, which may be considered as
legal evidence, that it might not be improper to have
recourse to other sources, affording collateral, or historical,
illustration of the nature of the Constitution. Even such
a manifest forgery as Modus tenendi Parliamentum affords
instruction with regard to prevailing opinion respecting the
antiquity of the House of Commons. (3)

It will probably not be deemed expedient to decide, in
the first instance, upon the publication of all the materials
noticed in this statement: but whatever portion of the plan
may be adopted as a beginning of the undertaking, it will
still be desirable to keep in view the object of ultimately
forming such a collection as may afford a complete histo-
rical developement of the Constitution in all its members.
Although great care is bestowed upon the preservation of
the Public Records, still they are wasting and mouldering
by the operation of time, and liable to destruction by those
accidents against which no degree of attention can wholly
guard. The Records of towns and horoughs are also
exposed to similar and additional dangers.

(3) [M.Champollion-Figeac has lately informed the compiler, that there has
been discovered in the Bibliothéque du Roi at Paris, a manuscript of the Modus
tenendi Parliamentum as ancient as the 13th century. The French MS. is
entitled, Modus tenendi Parliamentum: Hic describitur modus quomodo Parlia-
mentum Regis Anglie, et Anglicorum suorum, tenebatur tempore Regis Edwardi,
Silii Regis Ethelredi, qui quidem modus recitatus fuit per discretiores Regni coram
Willelmo, Duce Normannie, et Conquestore, et Rege, ipso Conquestore hoc preci-
piente, et per ipsum approbatus, et suis temporibus, ac etiam temporibus succes-
sorum suorum Regum Anglie, usitatus,

The compiler believes that a transcript of the Irish Modus (Modus tenendi
Parliumenta in Hibernid ordinatus per Henricum II.) has been made for the
use of the English Record Commission. A manuscript note in his possession
states it to differ from the English Medus, and, though certainly of much later
date than the reign of Henry II., to be “‘a singular and curious document,
which, like the English Modus, illustrates the opinions entertained respecting

Parliament and its nature.” —See Reports from Commissioners on the Public
Records of Ireland, vol. i. p. 316.]
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In the next generation, therefore, it may be too late to
attempt the task which is now proposed. The object is
of national importance. The archives of England are
more rich in materials, and the materials are more valuable,
than those possessed by any other country in Europe; and
an authentic collection, executed under the authority of
the Legislature, ought to be completed in such a manner
as to render it worthy of the name of a public Work.
Even economy will be consulted by an extension of the
plan. In a publication where a considerable degree of
expense must necessarily be incurred in the basis of the
scheme, a comparatively small addition to such expense
increases the value of the production in a much greater
ratio than the excess of the larger expenditure over the
smaller one; and the more interest the Work acquires by
its additions, the more is its sale likely to assist in defray-
ing the expense by which it is attended:

The following Table is added as an outline of the
proposed Collection :

I. (1.) Rolls of Parliament, Pleas in Parliament, Peti-
tions.—(2.) Records of Inquisitions, and other Proceedings
in other Courts of inferior jurisdiction, but which origin-
ated in Parliament.—(3.) Writs issued by the authority
of the Great Council, or of Parliament.

II. (1.) Writs of Summons of the Commons, and
Returns, to the conclusion of the period embraced by the
Rolls.—(2.) Writs of Wages, Prorogation, &c.—(3.) Writs
of Summons to the House of Lords, and Patents of Crea-
tion during the same period.

III. (1.) Extracts of Entries on the Rolls of Manors
and Burghs, in ancient demesne, or by prescription,
showing the mode of electing Citizens and Burgesses.—
(2.) Similar Extracts from the Rolls and Books of Cor-
porate Bodies.—(3.) Charters granting, or confirming, the
right of electing Citizens, or Burgesses. _

IV. Records of the Remedial and Legislative Common
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Law Courts, elucidating the nature and Origin of the High
Court of Parliament.—(1.) The Court Leet and View of
Frankpledge; (a.) the Leet of the Hundred; (b.) Leets
of Manors and Burgesses in ancient demesnes; (c.) the
County Court and Eyre.—(2.) The Courts of the more
considerable Towns and Cities; such as (a.) London;
(b.) York; (c.) Lincoln; (d.) Norwich; (e.) Lewes;
(f.) Coventry.

V. Records relating to Remedial and Legislative
Assemblies, whether called by the name of Parliament, or
bearing some affinity thereto.—(1.) The Parliament of
Ireland.—(2.) The States of the NormanIslands.—(3.) The
Tynwald of Man.—(4.) The Stannary Parliaments of
Devon and Cornwall.—(5.) The Guestling and Brodale
Courts of the Cinque Ports.—(6.) The Parliament of
Chester.

VI. Appendix; miscellaneous matter, not of Record,
but illustrating the ancient Polity of England ; such as,
(1.) Modus tenendi Parliamentum.—(2.) Extracts from
Historians, &c., in which great Councils, &c. are noticed.
—(8.) The Anglo-Saxon Laws, with an English transla-
tion.—(4.) Anglo-Saxon Charters.—(5.) Extracts from the
Codes of the Northern Nations relating to Institutions
and Courts analogous to those of England.

MATERIALS FOR THE NEw EDITION OF THE PARLIA-
MENTARY RECORDS.

[From Manuscript Collection.]

1. Writs for the Election of Members of the Commons’
House of Parliament, and Returns thereof.

The earliest original Writs extant in the Tower are the
Writs of 18th Edward I., by which two, or three, Knights
were directed to be chosen for every shire.

These Writs do not appear to have been known to
Prynne, but they have been used by Browne Willis, in
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his Notitia Parliamentaria, and by Dr. Brady, who, in
his Answer to Petyt (p. 149), quotes the Writ for West-
morland (not now extant) from this bundle. The Writs
exist from the above-mentioned year to 17th Edward 1V.,
when they terminate in the Tower, but the series is very
imperfect. Of many Parliaments not above one, or two,
Writs have been preserved. For the Parliament of Car-
lisle, 35th Edward I., there is a general'roll, or membrane,
containing a list, or breviate, of the return of the Sheriffs,
a highly curious and singular document. The Writs, like
too many other Records, have in many instances been
much injured by the injudicious application of tinc-
ture of galls, which has the effect, after a certain time,
of rendering the surface of the parchment nearly as dark
as the letters written thereon. This is an evil continually
increasing, inasmuch as the tint becomes deeper in process
of time, and sometimes the wash forms itself into a pellicle,
which, when it scales off, carries the writing along with it;
hence it becomes very desirable to preserve faithful copies
of documents of so much importance.

IL. Original Proxies of the Prelates, Capitular Clergy
and Peerage.

There has been found, among the Petitions in the
Tower, about f\'orty original Proxies of the Prelacy and
Clergy under seal, chiefly of the reign of Edward II., and
one of a Temporal Lord (John de Warrene, Earl of Surrey,
16th Edward II.) Selden observes ( Privileges of the
Baronage, p. 6), that the Proxy Rolls of the Temporal
Peers are for the most part lost, which would imply that
some were then remaining. These fragments have since
perished. The Clerks at the Tower can find no trace of
them. Probably more original Proxies will be found
amongst the miscellaneous Records not yet inspected.

1. Inrolments of Writs of Summons for the Prelacy,
Peerage, and Members of the Council.

These having been printed with great care and accu-
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racy in the Appendix to the Lords’ Report on the Privi-
leges of the Peerage, no further remarks occur thereon,
except, that in order to complete the view of the obli-
gations and services incident to tenure by Barony, such
entries have been collected as relate to the general sum-
mons of the Baronage before the Justices in Eyre.

IV. Inrolments of Writs for the levy of the Wages of
Knights, Citizens, and Burgesses.

These are frequently imperfect on the Rolls, sometimes
not extending beyond three, or four, counties, &c. Prynne
ascribes these chasms to the negligence of the clerks of
the Chancery; but there is reason for supposing that in
many instances the constituents paid their representatives
at the time when they were elected, as will be noticed
below, in which case the compulsory Writs would become
unnecessary.

V. Original Bills, Petitions to the Council, and to
Parliament, and Inrolments thereof.

The original Bills and Petitions embrace the entire
compass of Parliamentary jurisdiction. Almost all the
Petitions, down to the close of the reign of Edward III,
are indorsed with the abbreviations ¢ Irr” and * Irrol,”
showing that they had been enrolled; but comparatively a
very small proportion of the Rolls upon which they were
entered now exist. It has been lately ascertained that
there are several bags in the White Tower, containing
Parliamentary Petitions of an early date, which have not
been cleaned, or examined. These last-mentioned Peti-
tions, having been taken off their files and pressed into
bags, are in bad condition; but two files of Petitions, ap-
parently of the close of the reign of Edward L., have been
found exactly in their original state, and as the file was made
up by the Clerk of Parliament at the end of the session.

VL. The Parliament Rolls.

Anterior to the reign of Edward I., no Roll purporting
to be a Roll of Parliament can be found. The series of
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these important Records is very incomplete. Of the
Councils, or Parliaments, of Edward L., only the Rolls of
the 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 26, 28, 29, 30, 33 and 35, are
preserved. Of Edward II, only the 8, 9 and 14. Of
Edward IIL, only the 1, 4, 5, 6, 13, 14, 15, 18, 21, 22,
25, 29, 36, 37, 38, 40, 42, 43, 45, 46, 47, 50 and 51, and
there are many chasms in the subsequent reigns. Many
of the lost Rolls belong to those Parliaments, which are of
the greatest importance in the History of the Constitution;
and it may be doubted whether their loss is wholly owing
to acecident. Richard II. was accused of defacing and
cancelling Records relating to the state and government of
the kingdom, to the great prejudice of the people (Rot.
Par. 1 Henry IV. p. 420.) And there are some reasons for
supposing that the Parliamentary Records relating to the
deposition of Edward I1. were amongst those, which were
thus destroyed.

‘Whether the circumstance of the series of Rolls begin-
ning in the same year with the series of original returned
‘Writs, be any thing more than an accidental coincidence,
it would be difficult to determine. All the Rolls of the reign
of Edward I. are in the Chapter-house; and it appears
from an original Writ of Certéiorari, now in the Tower,
directed to the Treasurer and Chamberlains of the Ex-
chequer, tested at Westminster 3rd May, 17 Edw. IL., that
the Parliamentary Rolls were then in the official custody of
the officers of the Exchequer. How and at what period,
and for what reasons, the Rolls from Edw. II. to Edw. IV,
were removed to the Tower cannot be ascertained; but
there are grounds of supposition, almost amounting to
proofs, that the removal took place during, or after, the
reign of Richard III. An ancient MS. book, in folio,
fairly written on vellum, and containing Pleadings and
Proceedings in Parliament, is now also preserved in the
Tower. This volume, often quoted as the Vetus Codex,(4)

(4) [See before, Part I, pp. 176. 329, 330. See also a subsequent page.]
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was printed by Ryley, and contains proceedings in Par-
liament of the following years, viz. 18 Edward I., 19, 20
Edward 1., 21 Edward 1., 22, 23, 28, 29, 33 and 35 Ed-
ward I.,and 14 Edward II. The following memoranda in
the first fly leaf show the names of its early possessors:

Iste Liber ptinet Witio Roper ar’

Et niic ptinet ad me Robtum Hare

Et modo W. Fletewode recordatori London 1586

Iste liber ptinet ad m Heneag ar’ 1599,

Heneage probably gave it to Bowyer and Elsing, whose
names then appear with the date annexed, 1604; and
about this time it found its way into the Tower, as may
be inferred from the following signatures:

J. BoroucH, 1612,

W. RyLEY, 1620.

‘Wwum. RyLEy, junr., 1647,

It is not easy to form any satisfactory conjecture re-
specting the nature of this volume. Although there is
not the slightest reason for considering it as a Record, yet
express reference is made to it as an authentic book, or
register, in an exemplification by letters patent tested at
‘Westminster, 12th Dec., 6th Richard I1.,* of a precept

* R. omib3 ad quos t¢ saltum. Inspexim® tenorem

cujusdam pcepti dini E. quondam Regis Angt fit Regis
Henf pgenitoris nfi in quodam libro de pliamentis ejus-
dem dni E. anno regni sui vicesimo irrotulati in hec ¥ba:
Diis Rex pecepit qd bulle & privilegia Abbis de I\fermon—
ster irrotulent’ in Cancellar Ita qd quandcumq, contigit
ipm, aut monachos suos in Angt comorantes cont* tenorem
eogdem privilegioz p quoscumgq, fatigari, aut molestari,
statim veniant ad Cancellar’ & fiat eis remedii p bre Regis

ut melius fieri pofit. Inspexim eciam tenorem quazdam
ga; aplicaz bullataz in rotulis Cancellar’ ejusdem diii E.

textu Pecepti prdéi anno supdicd similit irrotulatag in hec

ba: Alex Epiis sVus svog dei dilcis filiis Abbi et Con-
ventui Majoris Monastii Turonefis té. Teste, R. apd
West. xii. die Decembr’.—B.exemplific Tykford, Rot.
Pat. p. 2, 6 Ric. 11. m. 26. '
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in favour of the Abbot of Marmontier, 20th Edward I.
It is not stated in whose possession, or custody, the book
then was: and it is singular that the Prior of Tikford, on
whose application the exemplification was granted, should
not have preferred an exemplification from the original
Parliament Roll now extant, and with which the book
exactly agrees. (V. Rot. Par. vol. i. p. 83.) This may
perhaps lead to the supposition, that the Parliament Rolls
were not accessible to the public, like the Judicial Rolls,
or the Rolls of Chancery, and that the applicant was
therefore glad to content himself with an exemplification
of any copy, which could be consulted by him, or on his
behalf.

VII. Records of Proceedings and Pleadings in Par-
liament, or before the Council, enrolled *‘ coram Rege,”
or amongst the Rolls of the Common Pleas.

During the reigns of Edward L, IL, and IIL., it was the
custom to enter important judgments given in Parliament
on the Rolls of the King's Bench, and in some cases in
the Rolls of the Common Pleas. This practice is noticed
by Lord Hale, who remarks, that most of the great cases;
which are recorded inter placita Parliamenti Edw. L.,
and which were in their nature cognizable by the King’s
Bench, are likewise entered inter placita coram Rege,
(Jurisdiction of the Lords, &c. p. 51.) Amongst other
conjectures, Lord Hale supposes that these inrolments
were made for the purpose of giving greater legality to
the proceedings; but it is more probable that they were
chiefly made for safe custody, an end which has been
answered ; for many valuable Records belonging to those
Parliaments of which the Rolls are lost, are thus preserved
on the judicial Rolls of the King’s Bench and Common
Pleas, of which the series from 1st Edward I. is complete,
or nearly so.



14 MATERIALS FOR NEW EDITION.

VIII. Writs and other Instruments relating to Pecu-
niary Grants made to the Crown.

In addition to such of these Instruments as are found
on the Close and Patent Rolls, it will be very desirable to
collect such taxation Rolls as are extant, and also such
other documents as show the manner in which the grants
made by the Prelacy, Peerage, and Commons, were seve-
rally levied. Some of these are yet remaining in the Chap-
ter-house, and amongst them there has been found the tax-
ation of the thirtieth assessed upon the borough of Ipswich,
11th Edward I. The taxation Rolls of Colchester for the
24th and 29th Edward I. have been already printed (Rot.
Par. vol. i. pp. 228, 238, and 243, 265) from Rolls in the
possession of Mr. Morant; and the Editors, who were not
aware of the existence of the roll of the 11th Edward I.,
state that no other, or earlier, rolls could be found in the
Treasury, or Exchequer, Records of this description; be-
sides their value in a constitutional point of view, they
afford the most authentic materials for the Statistical His-
tory of the country, and therefore no opportunity should
be lost of collecting them.

IX. Writs issuing upon Petitions to the Council, or
Parliament, and Inquisitions taken thereon.

According to the ancient course of Parliament, all such
evidence, as, allowing for the changes in our laws and
customs, would now be obtained by the examination of
witnesses before Committees, or at the bar of either House,
was then most usually afforded by the means of an inquest
taken before special Commissioners, and returned, either
before the Council, or in the Courts below, as the case
required. Inrolments of these Writs are extant upon
the Rolls, but as yet few only of the inquisitions taken
thereon have been found, Some few appear to have been
filed in the general bundles of Inquisitions ad quod damp-
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num and post mortem: others may be concealed in the
great mass of miscellaneous and uncalendared Records in
the White Tower, which are included, but not very cor-
rectly, under the general title of Brevia. But the greater
part has been lost: a loss the more to be regretted, as the
facts evidenced by the inquisitions extant furnish very au-
thentic materials for legal and historical inquiries.

X. Writs by which the Council in, or out of, Parliament,
exercised its Prerogative Jurisdiction, and Recerds of its
Proceedings in this capacity. :

The Writs in question, of which the enumeration would
very far exceed the limits of this statement, are generally
entered on the Rolls; but the originals, as may be judged
from some which have been discovered in the Tower, are
much more satisfactory than the inrolments, on account of
the information obtained from the indorsements and re-
turns, &c. Some important judgments of the Council are

" entered upon the Rolls, but the practice was not uniform,
and many of the proceedings remained on the file. Amongst
the Petitions there has been found articles, or suggestions,
preferred before the Council in the reign of Edward III.,
with the Writs grounded thereon, and hopes are enter-
tained that it will be possible to recover more of these
instances of jurisdiction.

It will be seen from the foregoing statement, that the
public Records, properly so called, offer many chasms.
These deficiencies may be partially supplied from other
sources, which may be reduced to the following classes:

I. Ecclesiastical Registers, Archiepiseopal, Episcopal,
and Capitular.

Of these Registers the contents are very multifarious.
Besides matters properly belonging to Ecclesiastical juris-
diction and discipline, they furnish entries of Statutes and
ancient translations thereof, Petitions to Parliament and
the Council, and Proceedings thereon, supplying some-
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times the entire Record, Proxies in Parliament, Mandates
issued by the Prelates, for the purpose of compelling the
attendance of the inferior Clergy in Parliament, by virtue
of the premunientes clause. The correspondence entered
in these Books not unfrequently relates to transactions in
Parliament elucidating both its legislative and judicial
proceedings.

II. Leiger Books, and Chartularies of Monasteries.

These bear a near affinity to Ecclesiastical Registers,
but their contents are often more varied and more inter-
esting.

II1. Books and Records of Corporations.

There is every reason to believe that the archives of
Corporations will, in some instances, offer unpublished
matter of very considerable value, and in others they will
entirely disappoint expectation. The destruction of Cor-
porate Records and Muniments, arising from ignorance,
from neglect, and even from design, is almost incalculable;
and it may not be irrelevant to mention a fact which proves
that the archives of Corporations occasionally include do-
cuments of very high antiquity.

In the library at Blickling are two MSS., the one a
collection of Saxon Homilies, the other a Psalter of the
ninth century, with an interlineary Saxon Gloss, both of
which were obtained from the office of the Town Clerk of
Lincoln, having been probably purchased by Mattaire,
when he collected the library for Sir Richard Ellis. It
_ might be conjectured that these volumes came into the
office of the Town Clerk from some religious house, at the
time of the dissolution; but the broad margins of the Saxon
homilies are entirely filled with consecutive memoranda
relating to the affairs of the city of Lincoln, such as elec-
tions of bailiffs and other city officers, presentments of
juries, assessments of aids, &c., beginning with the reign
of Richard II., and which, being written in coeval hands,
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show the length of time that it had been the property of
that city. In the office of the Town Clerk of the city of
London, besides various volumes which are compilations
or collections from the city Records, there is a series of
volumes, entitled the Letter-Books, beginning with the
reign of Edward I., and which abound in valuable in-
formation relating to Parliamentary History. They con-
tain the letters of attorney given under the city seal to the
representatives (and which are not preserved in the Tower);
ordinances relating to Parliamentary wages, which in Lon-
don were often paid down in ready money, at the time
when the representatives were elected and despatched to
Parliament; writs and ordinances illustrative of the pro-
mulgation and execution of new statutes; entries of the
proceedings of the King’s Council and numerous instru-
ments relating to Parliamentary grants. It is probable
that the archives of other cities and towns will furnish
matter of this description.

IV. Miscellaneous MSS. preserved in Public and Private

Collection, viz.

1. Chronicles.

Besides the Parliamentary documents, which are not
unfrequently inserted at full length in ancient Chronicles
(as in Knighton), many of these works have copious
Appendixes of Records and public documents, like the
Additamenta at the end of Mathew Paris, of which a part
only has been published by Watts. The transcribers and
possessors of ancient MSS. so frequently inserted addi-
tional matter, that it is necessary to examine the MSS.,
which have been printed as carefully as those which are
inedited. '

2. Ancient Legal Treatises and Collections.

These also have frequently insertions and additions of
Parliamentary matter, and require a very careful exa-
mination.

PART IL c
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3. Transcripts of Records.

No opportunity should be lost of consulting all those
Collections of transcripts of Records, which were made
between the close of the reign of Elizabeth and the reign
of James II. During this period, the study of the anti-
quities of the Constitution was pursued with great zeal
and industry, the spirit of inquiry being often quickened,
and sometimes misled, by party-feeling: and, by examining
these Collections, it is to be apprehended that, in many
instances, useful results will be obtained.

PLAN oF THE WORK USUALLY DENOMINATED, THE NEW
EpiTioN oF THE RoLLs oF PARLIAMENT.

[From an unpublished Document, partly printed, partly
manuscript.)

1.—General Plan of the Work.

The Work intended to comprize the materials for the
Constitutional History of England to the accession of
Henry VIII., and which has been usually, though somewhat
inaccurately, denominated the New Edition of the Rolls of
Parliament, was begun April, 1822. It is intended to com-
prize in one body, or collection, all the existing documents
elucidating the rise, progress, conformation, and authority
of the Legislature, and which, in a general and compre-
hensive view, may be divided into three periods.

1. From the Conquest to the Accession of Edward I.—
In the earlier portions of this period, no one assembly
exists possessing all the several functions of the ¢ High
Court of Parliament” as they were exercised when fully
developed. There is a Supreme Court, usually denomi-
nated the Curia Regis, in which the King sits amongst the
Prelates and Baronage, and which Court possesses much
of the jurisdiction afterwards vested in Parliament: but
this Court, as such, does not make laws. An Assembly of
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Prelates and Barons exists, in which assizes, or statutes,
are promulgated ; but this Assembly has not any regular
and established civil, or criminal, jurisdiction. Taxes are
chiefly raised by the Justices in their Eyres: and in matters
for which the consent of the people is required, or thought
expedient, the King, or his representatives, generally nego-
tiate with the different component parts of the realm—the
Shires, and the greater Burghs—treating them very much
as if they are communities independent of each other,
though dependent upon the Crown.

Great changes are however rapidly taking place. Va-
rious compacts are entered into between the Crown and
the nation: and attempts are made to give a Constitution
to the country, or, in other words, to restrain the Exe-
cutive Power, and to give a definite organization to the
Supreme Assembly, which, in the dawn of the next period,
becomes ‘‘ a Parliament” in name, and with the germ, at
least, of the powers which it afterwards assumes.

2. From the Accession of Edward I. to the Accession
of Henry IV.—This period embraces the undisputed
establishment of the Commons as a permanent branch of
the Legislature; and the Parliament is settled in its present
form of King, Lords Spiritual and Temporal, Knights of
the Shire, and Burgesses. Various alterations, however,
are effected in the Constitution, some temporary, some
permanent. Amongst the former may particularly be
noticed the continuation of the attempts made to restrain
the exercise of the Royal power, by the creation of Spe-
cial Councils, &c.; and amongst the latter, the introduction
of a class of Peers, deriving their Seats from Writs of
Summons, and not sitting in relation to land.

An important feature of this period is found in the
attempts made to create a representation of the mercantile,
or trading, interests, on a more extensive basis than had
hitherto been effected through the ordinary Borough

c?2
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representation; but which scheme was abandoned after
the reign of Edward III.

3. The Accession of Henry IV. to the Accession of
Henry VIII.—In this period the House of Commons is
settled entirely upon the scheme, which has subsisted until
this present day; and in consequence of the introduction
of Returns by Indenture, we obtain much fuller informa-
tion concerning the nature of the elective franchise than
at any earlier period. In the House of Lords, a further
change is effected by the introduction of Baronies by
Patent. The Judges lose their ancient weight in Parlia-
ment; but gain additional weight in the Council. This
body (the Council) has hitherto stood in such a situation
as to entitle us to describe it as a part of Parliament; but
it now detaches itself more and more from the Legislature.
Hitherto the power or jurisdiction of granting relief in
cases where the Common Law fails, now denominated
equitable jurisdiction, was exercised by Parliament or the
Council in Parliament; but now the Council assumes the
greatest share of such power; another share passes to
Chancery; still, much equitable jurisdiction remains vested
in Parliament, until the reign of Edward IV., when the
judicial powers of the Legislature are brought nearly
within their present bounds.

The foregoing is the general outline of the Work,
composed of the following

IL.—Materials.

Some of the Rolls of the Curéa Regis of the reign of
Richard I., and John, are extant; those of Henry III. are
tolerably complete.

The regular series of Chancery Rolls in the Tower
(¢. e. the Close, Patent, Charter, Fine, and Liberate Rolls)
begins with the reign of John, from which time they are
complete.

The series of Parliament Rolls begins in the reign of
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Edward I., and continues to the accession of Henry VIII.,
when they stop and are succeeded by the Journals of the
Lords. But the chasms in the Parliament Rolls are very
© great, and are very important: for, in addition to the loss
occasioned by time, there are the strongest reasons for
supposing that many of the Rolls, containing proceedings
adverse to the Crown, were purposely destroyed.

The Returns of the Commons begin in the reign of
Edward L., but the series of those documents is also very
imperfect, and a great proportion destroyed, in conse-
quence either of neglect, or of design.

It therefore becomes necessary to supply such defi-
cicnces from other sources; and, for the first period, the
most important are the Great Rolls of the Exchequer,
commonly called the Pipe Rolls, which commence with
the reign of Stephen, and of which the series is almost
complete from the reign of Henry II. to the present day.
These Pipe Rolls relate primarily to the revenue; but in
the absence of other documents they preserve almost all
that is known of the ancient administration of the realm.
On these Rolls appear the entries of the taxation of the
Shires and Burghs by the Justices Itinerant; and inci-
dentally many other points of extreme curiosity are col-
lected from them. Such, for instance, is the fact, that
Writs of Summons for great Councils were issued in the
reign of Richard I., and served upon the parties by the
Ushers of the Exchequer. Since the time of Madox,
the Pipe Rolls have never been consulted; they have
been entirely sealed against the public, and it is probable
that a most abundant harvest of information will be col-
lected from them. (5)

The Lieger Books of Monasteries, the Episcopal Re-
gisters, and the Archives of Corporations, supply much
Parliamentary matter not upon the Rolls. The Prelates

(5) [See ante, Part 1. pp. 312—317.]
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caused the Writs of Summons to be recorded in their
Muniments. In the books of the Town Clerks of the
Cities and Boroughs are entered the proceedings which
took place upon Parliamentary Elections; and generally,
it was the custom to transcribe any documents of public
importance upon such local Records. And thus we obtain
a great deal of information, which is denied by the public
Records. But the public offices, and particularly the
Tower and the Chapter House (i. e. the Records in the
nominal custody of the Treasurer and Chamberlains of
the Exchequer), contain an immense mass of documents,
which the ancient Clerks allowed to continue in filaciis,
instead of entering them upon the Rolls. The Clerks
probably exercised what they considered a sound dis-
cretion, viz. in no¢ recording matters relating to current
transactions, apparently of smaller import; but these are
very frequently of the most importance in after times.
Upon the file also remained all documents transmitted to
the Chancery; and as the ¢ Chancery” was in fact the
Secretariat department of the government, these docu-
ments contain communications of the greatest curiosity,
but which, from their nature, could never appear in form
upon the Rolls, e. g. the details of transactions between
the King’s Commissioners and the Probi Homines of a
Shire preparatory to the grant of an aid.—After the aid
was granted, such an interlocutory proceeding lost all
importance, and the parchment was thrown aside.

IIL.— Particular Classes of Records and Documents.

The particular Classes of Records and Documents from
which the materials are to be extracted, or of which the
Work is composed, are contained in the Synopsis fol-
lowing this paragraph. The employment of the classes
will be governed by the general observations I. and II
If any source of information concerning the Legislature is
deficient, recourse must be had to the subsidiary sources.
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Thus, after the Chancery Rolls begin, the employment of
the Exchequer Rolls will in a great measure cease, and
such matter only will be excerpted as may elucidate points

not explained by the documents upon the Chancery:
Rolls.

Synopsis referred to above.

1. The Great, or Pipe, Rolls of the Exchequer.

The Scutage Rolls of Henry II. and John in the Red Book
of the Exchequer, and such other Scutage Rolls as may,
upon search, be discovered in the Chapter House and other
Exchequer Repositories.

3. Certificates of Knights’ Fees, temp. Hen. IL.

4. The Rolls of the Curia Regis and of the Justices Itinerant,

Ric. L., John, and Hen. IIL. *

5. The early Chirographs of Fines, temp. Hen. IL, Ric. 1., John,
and Hen. III.

These documents, hitherto unused, are of great value. They
always contain the names of the individual Prelates, Barons, and
Clerks who were present in the Curia Regis when the concord
was made (a form yet continued in our modern Chirographs),
and they are consequently the only proofs of sittings.

6. Assizes and other Legislative Proceedings anterior to the
statutes properly so called.

7. Parliamentary Writs of Summons to the Prelates, Earls,
Barons, and Judges.

8. Writs for the performance of Military Service.

9. Rolls of the Constable and Marshal of the Host, and other
documents certifying the actual performance of Military
Service by reason of tenure.

10. Commissions, and other documents relating to Military Ser-
vice due by virtue of general allegiance, or by compact.

Taken in connection with Nos. 2, 3, 8 and 9, these documents

©

® The Abbreviatio Placitorum, published by the Record Commission, only
contains excerpts from these Rolls. Messrs. Astle and Topham, in the Report
to the Select Committee of the House of Commons on the Public Records (p. 506),
state, that many complete specimens of these Rolls are contained in the notes to
Madox’s History of the Exchequer; but all the extracts from these Rolls in all
the work of Madox would not fill a folio page. [See ante, Part I. p. 242.]
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explain the manner in which the feudal system was broken down

as a Military system, and became merely a source of revenue.

11. (a) Writs for the Election of Knights, Citizens, and Bur-
gesses.

(b) Writs for the Convention of Representatives from the
trading Towns.

- (¢) Proceedings had upon such elections in Corporate As-

semblies, &c.

(d) Writs de Expensis.

12. (a) Documents illustrating the Constitution of the County
and Hundred Courts.

(b) Proceedings in County Courts relating to the grants of
aids, and other public business connected with the
general administration of the realm. '

(c) Proceedings relating to the Elections in the County
Courts, of Conservators of the Peace, Sheriffs, Coro-
ners, Verderors.

For these most important branches of inquiry, the materials
are very scanty and imperfect, and they are inserted rather as
desiderata, than with the expectation of being able to obtain
information to any considerable extent.

As an important elucidation of the mutual bearings of the
different parts of the Constitution, it should be noticed that there
is sufficient evidence to show, that in the reign of Edward I. the
Conservators of the Peace, who, on the face of the Letters Patent,
appear to be nominated by the King, were in fact elected by the
Shire ; and that in the reign of Edward III. the same function-
aries were nominated by the House of Commons, though the
Patents are equally silent with respect to such nomination.

13. Commissions for the Conservancy of the Peace.

These documents are included in the collection of Constitu-
tional Records, for various reasons. As before mentioned, the
Conservators, in the earlier periods, were elected by the Shire.
The inquests taken before those functionaries were frequently
brought into Parliament. The commissions are as frequently
issued upon complaint made in Parliament, and by virtue of a
special Parliamentary ordinance ; and the persons named in the
commissions are usually the very same who appear as Knights of



OF THE ROLLS OF PARLIAMENT. 25

the Shire. Allowing for the difference of forms and usages, the
Justices, or Conservators, may be considered in the light of ambu-
latory Parliamentary Committees, deputed for the purpose of
redressing grievances brought more particularly under the notice
of the great Council of the realm.
14. (a) Parliamentary Petitions;—
(b) Writs issued in consequence of Parliamentary petitions ;—
(¢) And Inquisitions, or other proceedings, taken pursuant to
such Writs, and generally returned before the Council,
or Parliament.

It was the duty of the Clerk of the Parliament to enter all
such petitions upon the Roll, but only a very small portion
appear upon the Rolls now extant. The original petitions were
allowed to remain in filaciis, and were afterwards thrown amongst
the unsorted Records; and though a large number have been
produced, it is believed that many still remain behind.

These documents, which will form the main body of the Work
for the second and third periods, afford the most copious illus-
trations of the development of the Constitution. In these periods
the business now transacted by public Boards, was effected by
the individuals annexed to what we now consider as Courts of
Justice. The incidents of tenure and the Royal prerogatives
were continually putting the Crown in direct collision with the
people; and the Petition in Parliament was the remedy for any
real, or supposed, abuse. These petitions also disclose the facts
noticed as constituting the main feature of the third period, and
enable us to carry the history of equitable and Star-chamber
jurisdiction up to its origin.

15. (a) The Rolls of Parliament.
(6) Rolls of Proceedings coram Rege et Concilio, and the
other proceedings and adjudications of the Council.

The general nature of these documents is well known. The
mode of supplying the chasms has been before noticed.

16. (a) Proxies of the Lay and Ecclesiastical Peers.
() Documents relating to the attendance given by the Clergy
in Parliament, pursuant to the Premunientes Clause.
(¢) Proceedings in Ecclesiastical Councils held concurrently
with Parliament.
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17. Commissions, &c. for assessing and collecting the aids, sub-
sidies, &c. granted in Parliament.

18. (a) Customs of ancient Boroughs.

(b) Documents showing the territorial constitution of Bo-
roughs.

(¢) Early Borough Charters.

(d) Guild Regulations.

The Charters (c¢) are in part found upon the Rolls. The
classes (a), (b) and (d) are of rare occurrence, or difficult access;
but they are most important elements in the history of Parliament ;
and in the enumeration of materials they are included as desiderata,
and with the expectation that, by exertion, the blank may be
supplied.

19. Documents, principally Post Mortem Inquisitions, showing
the possessions held by the persons summoned to Parlia-
ment by Special Writ, or returned as Knights of the Shire,
till the end of the reign of Edward II.

These documents are required for the purpose of solving the
most difficult constitutional problems; and at the same time,
from the details which they afford of the mesne and inferior
tenures (specifying the services of the villainage), they illustrate
other portions of the history of the People, which are indis-
pensable elements in the general history of the realm.

20. Lastly, Documents illustrating the rank, state, and condition
of the individuals composing the Legislature.

These are so miscellaneous, that they cannot be more distinctly
specified ; but as many of them are inserted in the Appendices
to the two volumes of the Parliamentary Writs, it is sufficient to
refer to that publication as exemplifying their nature. They are
included, upon the ground that it is important to obtain some
idea of the position held by the members of Legislature out
of Parliament, as it is upon such position that their Parliamentary
influence depended and depends.

IV.— Publications comprising Parliamentary Records
anterior to the Proceedings of the Record Board.—Cha-
racter of such Publications.

The Rolls of Parliament appear to have attracted notice
in the age of Elizabeth, and from that period to the reign
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of William III. many transcripts of these Records were
made for the use of those distinguished individuals, who
then cultivated the antiquities of the law, not as an
abstract inquiry, nor for the gratification of literary curio-
sity, but in order to afford an effective and legitimate
defence against the prerogatives of the Crown. Many of
these transcripts are now in public libraries, others in
private collections; the Yelverton and St. John collec-
tions may be noticed. And it is not unimportant to
remark, that the great expense at which such transcripts
of the Parliament Rolls must have been obtained, is a
proof of the value placed upon the materials which they
contained.

In the year 1679, a thin volume, in small folio, was
published, containing a very meagre and inaccurate abridg-
ment of the Parliament Rolls, entitled, Cotton’s Abridg-
ment of the Records in the Tower, &c., which had been
preceded, in time of publication (though not of compilation)
by Ryley's Placita Parliamentaria (1661), a work of
greater importance. 'The body of Ryley’'s Work is taken
from a volume preserved in the Tower, commonly quoted
as the Vetus Codex, (6) containing transcripts, made appa-
rently in the fourteenth century, of the Rolls of some of
the Parliaments of Edw. 1. & II. And an Appendix is
added of documents principally relating to Parliamentary
proceedings, not selected according to any plan, but
interesting and valuable. Ryley was not aware that the
originals of most of the Parliament Rolls in the Vetus
Codex were extant in the Chapter House; but his volume,
as far as it extends, has considerable value.

The well known and high priced collection of Parlia-
mentary Writs published by Prynne, contains Writs of
Summons, Writs de Expensis, and a Calendar of such
‘Writs of Elections and Returns as he discovered in the

(6) [See ante, Part 1. pp. 176. 329, 330 ; Part IL p. 11.]
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Tower. The greater portion of the Work consists, how-
ever, of those singular historico-political rhapsodies in
which Prynne was so fond of indulging. The arrange-
ment (or rather disarrangement) of the materials is ex-
tremely perplexing and confused; Prynne’s omissions,
imperfections, and inaccuracies are so great, that no reli-
ance whatever can be placed upon his collections; and
most particularly so in that portion for which the work is
most valued, namely, the names of Members of the Com-
mons, which he professed to abridge from the Returns,
and of which abridgment his fourth volume is composed:
for Prynne only gives the names of the members, and no¢
the returns in full.

The Writs of Summons were published by Dugdale,
but not completely. Some Parliamentary documents are
interspersed in the three folio volumes of Records pub-
lished by Prynne, and others are occasionally included in
Rymer, but without any settled plan.

A very valuable collection of transcripts of Parlia-
mentary Records was made by Petyt, and deposited, pur-
suant to his directions, in the Inner Temple library ; but
nothing further was given to the public until the appear-
ance of the Rolls of Parliament, printed by order of the
House of Lords.

This last-mentioned work, upon which the Reverend
Dr. Strachey and other Editors were occupied during
many years, was printed, as appears from the specification
prefixed, in part from ‘ Copies purchased by Mr. Tonson,
corrected from the originals in the Tower; part from
“ Copies purchased from Mr. Webb, corrected with the
originals in the Rolls Chapel;” part from Ryley; and part
professes to be taken from the ¢ Originals in the Tower.”
It will appear somewhat remarkable, that a work intended
to be an official publication, should have been composed
of materials so assembled ; and upon examination, it has
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been found that its inaccuracies are such as deprive it of
all authentic character. Printed upon either of the fol-
lowing plans ;—in fac-simile, and exhibiting the peculia-
rities of the record,—or extended, and punctuated accor-
ding to the modern mode.—The Lords’ edition of the
-Parliament Rolls is neither one thing, nor the other; it is
partly extended and partly contracted, and is neither a
readable text, nor an office copy of the original. Either
plan, pursued consistently, would have compelled the
IEditors to attend to the correction of the text, but this
has been entirely neglected. Furthermore, the collection
is extremely imperfect. The Petitions, anciently in filaciis,
are almost wholly omitted, as well as all documents arising
out of Parliamentary proceedings.

The incorporation of the Rolls of Parliament in the col-
lection undertaken by the Record Commission was deter-
mined upon, because the errors and defects in the Lords’
edition are irremediable. No table of errata could ex-
hibit a pure and genuine text; and as the Petitions and
other documents, which Dr. Strachey and his coadjutors
omitted, extend through the whole period embraced by
the Rolls, the work can only be completed by interpo-
lating such Petitions amongst the proceedings of the
Parliaments to which they belong.

V. Proceedings of the Editor.

Upon the appointment of the Editor in 1822, he began
by arranging and transcribing the inedited petitions, writs
of election, and returns, &c. He employed himself at the
same time in making general searches in the rolls, both at
the Tower and in the Chapter House, and in other repo- -
sitories, as detailed in the Reports from time to time pre-
sented to the Commissioners; and lists of the petitions
and other documents, &c. transcribed were delivered with
such Reports.

In 1825 it appeared expedient that some portion of the
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materials so collected should be put to press. The Editor
found, that whilst the materials for the two latter periods
accumulated upon him, he did not make a corresponding
progress in the first period ; and he was impeded in his
progress by various difficulties, which he had no means of
removing. Under these circumstances, it appeared de-
sirable to select any part of the materials which might be
turned to use. Great masses of manuscripts frequently
end by bearing down the collector, wha dies before he can
employ them: but if he can select portions capable of
being easily severed from the rest, and yet holding their
place in the general series, and if such selections can be
brought out in sets, portions, or fasciculi, he is enabled
to clear off his stock, and a corresponding advantage
results. to the public, who would otherwise be deprived of
them for an indefinite period.

The selection of documents published under the title
of The Parliamentary Writs, was conceived to answer
the end thus proposed. Upon the contents of these
volumes it is unnecessary to enlarge, as they are before
the Public. It should however be observed, that many
bundles of Returns, affording the only evidence of the
history of the House of Commons, are so injured by time
or neglect, that at no distant period they will wholly perish;
that the Parliamentary Writs form a necessary intro-
duction to the Journals of the Houses of Lords and
Commons;—and that if any degree of proper attention
had been given to the subject when the Journals of the
two Houses were first published, the Writs and Returns
would have been added, in order to furnish a body of Par-
liamentary law.—All Writs of Summons issued during a
session, are entered on the Journals of the Lords; and all
Returns made during a session, are noticed on the Jour-
nals of the Commons ; but the very instruments by which
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the Parliaments have been brought together no where
appear in the volumes which record their proceedings.

VI. Plan of the Parliamentary Writs.

When the work was ordered, several sheets were set
up, exhibiting different modes of arrangement, and also
containing specimens of the Digests, &c. Three con-
ditions had been imposed upon the Editor:—I. A folio
size:—1I. The contractions of the original Records to be
preserved, and the text, in all respects, to be as that of
an Editio princeps, and without any conjectural emen-
dations :—III. That the Editor should not introduce any
opinion, or theory, of his own in the English apparatus.—
And in order to fulfil the two last conditions, and at the
same time to render the work more generally intelligible,
the following plan was adopted. The text of course con-
tinued unaltered ; it exhibits the original Record with
every peculiarity, not merely as to contractions, but dis-
tinguishing interlineations and erasures;(7) but the leading
names are printed in Italics, and the dates of the ancient
Calendar, &c. are reduced into modern computation, and
added in the margin.

A Calendar of Writs and Returns, arranged according
to Counties and Boroughs, became necessary, to facilitate
the use of the documents, which constitute the most im-
portant feature of the work.

The Chronological Abstract is intended to enable the
reader to become acquainted with the contents of the
documents, and to follow the history which they involve.
Few persons can read the contracted Latin, and still less
the Norman French, with facility, and therefore it was
considered that this condensed translation would add to
the utility of the collection. And the addition of occa-
sional notes containing illustrative passages from histo-

(7) A circumstance frequently of great importance in manuscripts, and as
such distinguished in the fac-simile edition of the Alexandrian manuscript.
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rians, &c. did not appear contrary to the spirit of the in-
structions, which prohibited any hypothetical comment.

The Alphabetical Digests are intended to answer the
following ends. In consulting ancient instruments the
greatest difficulty arises from the unsettled orthography
of proper names; and if the names be arranged according
to their apparent initial, the references relating to one
individual, or one family, will be often split amongst two, or
more, letters of the alphabet.(8) In ordinary Indexes, much
time and trouble is lost by the reader, who, finding only a
name and a number, is compelled to turn to each and
every reference in search of the information which he
seeks. The names are therefore classed, and the sub-
stance of the document in which it appears being added,
the reader is put in possession at once, and without any
further trouble, of all the information which the work con-
tains. A Calendar, or Index, of records, to be really
useful, ought to be so full, that, on the face of it, the
reader may be enabled to ascertain whether it will, or will
not, be necessary for him to consult the original instrument ;
and the information derived from the apposition of ma-
terials, frequently affords the best comment upon their
meaning.

1831.

(8) Such as Leuveyse and Visdelou,—Escales, De Scalariis, de Chalers,—
Ayncourt, Deyncourt, Eyncourt, &c.

l(



CHAPTER XXI.

Account oF THE PuBLicATION ENTITLED, THE PARLIAMENTARY
WriTs AND WRITs oF MILITARY SUMMONS, TOGETHER WITH
THE RECORDS AND MUNIMENTS RELATING TO THE SUIT AND
SERVICE DUE AND pERFORMED To THE Kine’s Hicn Court
oF ParciamenT axp THE CounciLs oF THE REALM, OR AF-
FORDING EVIDENCE OF ATTENDANCE GIVEN AT PARLIAMENTS
AND Couxcirs.

—

[From the Preface to the First Volume of the Work.]

THe Collection, of which this is the first volume, includes
all the Records which show the constituent parts of the
ancient legislative and remedial assemblies of England,
beginning with the reign of Edward L., the period when
they first assumed a definite organization. Before this
era, neither the principles nor the practice of the Con-
stitution, can be ascertained with certainty; but, under
the government of Edward, a settled ‘and uniform usage
may be discerned, from whence the Parliament received
an organization nearly approaching to the form in which
it now subsists. Considerable obscurity prevails with
respect to the rights and functions of the individuals who
enjoyed the privilege, or were subjected to the duty, of
attendance. The fact, however, of such attendance is
evinced by documents existing in a series which, although
not entirely unbroken, is sufficiently complete to afford
a satisfactory view of the Estates, Orders, and Members
who composed the great Councils of the Realm. These
documents may be arranged under the following sections:

I. Writs of Summons addressed to the Prelates, the

PART II. D
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Earls, and to the individuals generally, but not invariably,
designated as Barones, Proceres, or Magnates; and also
to the Justices, Clerks, and others of the Council.—In
most instances the Writs are extant on the dorses of the
Close Roll, upon which each set of Writs appears to have
been entered, or enrolled, from a pannel, or schedule
(such as is now termed a Parliamentary Pawn), which
remained on the file. (1) Two only of these pannels have
been found ; the one belonging to the reign of Henry III.,
and the other to the reign of Edward II. Occasionally
the Clerks of the Chancery contented themselves with
tacking the pannel to the Roll; (the breviate of the
Writs issued for the Council of the 16th Edward I. may
be quoted as an exemplification of this practice.) Most
of the riders, or schedules, now attached to the Rolls
appear to be pannels of this description; and, had it
not been for the precaution of annexing them to the
larger Record, the information, which they convey, would
have been lost. All documents, which bore a direct re-
lation to the rights of property, or to judicial proceed-
ings, were recorded in the Chancery with considerable
care, but much less attention was paid to those, which
referred only to current transactions ; and it is probable
that the neglect of the clerks in the Chancery, in omitting
to enrol the pannels, is the principal cause of the paucity
of Parliamentary Writs of Summons in the earlier periods.
Of original Writs of Summons, fifteen belonging to 34th
Edward I. were found in the bundle which contains the
Writs of Election of that year.

II. Proxies of the Prelates, Earls, and Procere: —
It is stated by Selden (2) and Hody(3) that Proxy Rolls
were formerly extant in the Tower. The Editor has

(1) They are now kept in the Petty Bag Office.
(2) Privileges of the Baronage, p. xci.
(3) On Convocations, p. 390.
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been informed that none can now be found; and, as it
appears from these writers that the Records were much
decayed, it is to be apprehended that they have since
perished. About fifty original Proxies, principally of the
reign of Edward II., have been preserved amongst the
Parliamentary Petitions, and they will appear in their
proper order.

III. Precepts and Mandates issued by the Metropolitan
and, Diocesan Prelates, pursuant to the Premunientes
Clause in the Writs: of Summons, requiring the attend-
ance of the inferior Clergy; and Procurations executed
by the Capitular and Parochial Clergy, pursuant to such
Precepts and Mandates.—Some of these documents have
been obtained from the Monastic Lieger Books in the
Museum and elsewhere; the best information, however,
is derived from Episcopal and Capitular Registers; and
his Grace the Archbishop of Canterbury, and the Ho-
nourable and Very Reverend the Dean of Canterbury,
having permitted the Editor to examine the Archives
both of Lambeth Palace and of the Cathedral, the series
of Precepts and Procurations, so far as relates to the
See of Canterbury, has been completed.

IV. Writs for the Election of the Members of the
Commons House of Parliament, and Returns. — The
enrolments of these Writs, which usually accompany the
enrolments of the Writs of Summons, require no peculiar
remark. The original Writs and Returns, the most im-
portant and valuable portion of the present work, were
first assorted by Prynne, who, in the dedication of the
Brevia Parliamentaria Rediviva, addressed to Charles II.,
has described his proceedings with his characteristic
quaintness and verbosity : —*‘ No sooner received I your
Royal Patent (passed without fees) for the custody of
your ancient Records in your Tower of London, even in
the middest of my parliamentary and disbanding services,

D2 '
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then monopolizing all my time, but I designed and en-:

deavoured the rescue of the greatest part of them from
that desolation, corruption, and confusion, in which
(thorough the negligence, nescience, or sloathfullnesse of
their former keepers) they had for many years by past

layen buried together in one confused chaos, under cor-

roding and putrifying cobwebs, dust, and filth, in the
darkest corner in Cesar’s Chappel in the White Tower,

as mere useless reliques, not worthy to be calendared, or

brought down thence into the Office amongst other Re-
cords of use. In order thereunto, I imployed some soul-
diers and women to remove and cleanse them from their
filthynesse; who, soon growing weary of this noysome
work, left them almost as foul, dusty, and nasty as they
found them. Whereupon, immediately after the Parlia-
ments adjournment, I and my clerk (in August and Sep-
tember last) spent many whole dayes in cleansing and
sorting them into distinct confused heaps, in order to
their future reducement into method,-the old clerks of the
office being unwilling to touch them for fear of fouling
their fingers, spoyling their cloathes, and endangering
their eye-sight and healths, by their cankerous dust and
evil sent. In raking up this dung-heap (according to my
expectation) I found many rare, ancient, precious pearls
and golden Records . . . ... all which will require Bria-
rius his hundred hands, Argus his hundred eyes, and
Nestor’s centuries of years, to marshall them in distinct

files, and make exact alphabetical tables of the several-

things, names, and places comprised in them, wherein

most treasuries of Records are very defective, which oft

causeth your subjects to make long fruitlesse searches,
and to depart with a Non est inventus of what they
sought for, and might speedily find, had Mr. Vincent
and Sir John Boroughs, the late keepers of the Records,
been so industrious to make tables to them, as some of
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" their predecessors, or their clerks allowed competent
stipends to encourage them thereunto. In this my late
search (besides other usefull Records and sundry rare
antiquities specially relating to the Parliaments of Eng-
land) I found no lesse than ninety-seven parcells of origi-
-nal Writs for so many Parliaments, issued to sheriffs and
others, during the reigns of King Edward I. IL. III. Ri-
chard II. Henry IV. V. VI. with their respective Re-
torns, Cedules, and Indentures, dispersed in broken frag-
ments ; all which, with extraordinarie pains, I have since
marshalled into distinct bundles, in an alphabetical and
chronological method, for publick use and ready search;
besides above one hundred and thirty several parcels
of Parliament Procurations and Petitions in these Kings
reignes, confusedly. intermixed with many thousands of
other Writs and Records.” After the publication of the
Second Part of the Brevia Parliamentaria, Prynne dis-
covered the Writs of the 25th Edward I., which he
printed in his collection of Records (vol. iii. p. 736, 737);
and at a subsequent period some further additions appear
to have been made to the bundles by the searches of
Dr. Brady and Holmes.—They are now kept in a press
in the Record Room in the Wakefield Tower. These
documents have sustained greater injury than any other
species of Record. A practice formerly prevailed, of
washing the indorsed Returns with tincture of galls for
the purpose of restoring the faded writing: by this pro-
cess a temporary distinctness is obtained, but in the
course of a few years the parchment subjected to this
process assumes a deep brown colour, and the writing is
almost entirely obliterated ; sometimes also the portions
which have been washed scale off, and the original sur-
face of the parchment is then completely carried away.
The Writs also appear to have suffered greatly from
damp, probably whilst in ¢ Caesar’s Chapel.” They were
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tied up in small close bundles, and the effects of compres-
sion and moisture have, to use Prynne’s expression, 8o
cankered the parchment, that when it is touched it crum-
bles into dust. From these Writs Prynne compiled “ his
Alphabetical and Chronological Catalogues of the Knights,
Citizens, and Burgesses;” (Breria Parl. Rediviva, Sec. L.
IL. IIL. and IV.—Fourth Part of a Brief Reg’, &c. Sec.
XI and XII) a task which he has taken great pains to
vindicate from the frivolous objections of ‘ injudicious
cavillers,” at the same time that he expatiates upon its dif-
ficulty(4) :—‘“ How laborious this publication hath proved

(4) In the body of his work Prynne adduces eight arguments to prove its
utility, besides four ‘“ considerations,” which are superadded in the Preface : —
““1. In point of history, by discovering, recording to the present age and
posterity, who were the most eminent, popular, potent, discreet, and able
Knights, Esquires, and Gentlemen, in every Shire, fittest to serve their country
in Parliament in former ages; who were the wisest members of the Commons
House in most of our antient Parliaments; the chief promoters of any good
laws, Petitions made, or answered, in them for the people’s good ; this being the
first and only catalogue of our antient Knights of Shires yet collected, or pub-
lished, to the world. 2. In relation to heraldry, by informing all who were the
most honourable, noble, wealthy, antient Knights, Esquires, Gentlemen, and
Families, in every County of the Realm ; and what honourable persons, Knights,
Esquires, and Gentlemen have inherited, not only their ancestors lands, estates,
and honors, but their wisedom, vertues, countrie’s affections, and publick Par-
liamentary trusts, and who have degenerated from them. 3. It may and should
excite the surviving heirs, and posterities of these antient Knights of Shires, to
imitate if not emulate their ancestors vertues, and to furnish themselves with
all such ornaments, abilities of learning, art, experience, as may enable them to
serve their King and Country in the highest Court and Counsell of Parliament,
as Knights, or Burgesses, upon all occasions, and indear them to the counties
wherein they live. 4. It may sufficiently minde the greatest, richest, wisest,
and ancientist Lords, Knights, Citizens, and Members of Parliament, that they
are all mortal, and shall ere long return to their dust, if not buried in oblivion,
as well as all these their predecessors, who are long since rotted in their tombes,
and quite forgotten like dead men out of minde. 5. It may instruct all ambi-
tious, covetous persons worldly-wise, honourable, wealthy, potent soever, that
Dot only themselves but their very names, families, and posterities, are all sub-
ject to mortality, because not only the persons, but houses, issues, yea the very
names of sundry of the forcited Knights of Shires, though famous in their gene-
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to me in its collection, correction, examination, and re-
examination with the original Records, Writs, and Re-
tornes, multiplicity of Figures, Records, and Correction
at the Presse, is best known to myself, having for some
months space ingrossed most of the hours alotted to my
repastes, natural rest, and refreshment every night, by
reason of my other publick imployments, diversions all the
day; and of those Christmas Holy-daies or Play-daies,
which I have intended to have spent in other studies in
order to that publick service, which I am very shortly
to pay to my Nursing Mother (the Honourable Society of
Lincolnes Inne) if God send me time and life. If these
my extraordinary lucubrations prove beneficial to the
publick, or delightfull, usefull recreations to any lovers of
revived Antiquities, or other readers, I shall only desire
their candid acceptation of them, which I presume may
demerit as much veneration from Scholars and Antiquaries
as Mr. Cambdens Remaines, Verstegans Restitution of
decayed Antiquities, Mr. Weavers Funeral Monuments,
or the publication of that usefull large volume, 1652, inti-
tuled Historie Angl. Scriptores x. ex vetustis Manu-

rations, are long since totally extinguished and forgotten, when as others of
them yet survive, and retain their antient honor, splendor, love, and popularity
in their Countryes, or in some other Counties to which they have been trans-
planted. . . . . . . 7. It should also excite our whole English nation to blesse
God for preserving our Parliaments, and a perpetual succession of wise, dis-
creet, honourable, potent persons and patriots of their Country from age to age,
to serve not only as Peers, but Knights, Citizens, Burgesses, in all successive
Parliaments, to defend, preserve, the just rights and prerogatives of our Kings
and Kingdoms, enact good laws, redresse all publique grievances, protect the '
antient rights, franchises, liberties, properties of the subject against all injurious
violations, and bring.the greatest delinquents to condign punishments, when
above the reach of any other inferior judicatories. 8. It fully verifieth that ob-
servation of Soloman, Eccles. i. 4. One generation (of Parliament members
as well as other persons) passeth away and another generation cometh ; which
should instruct all Parliament members,” &ec. &c.—Brevia Parliamentaria
Rediviva, 138 —141,
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scriptis nunc primum in lucem editi, by the assistance of
many learned antiquaries, since there were many manu-
script copies of these published antiquities extant in pub-
lick or private libraries, well known to sundry persons
studious of antiquities; whereas most of these here pub-
lished are contained only in the Records I newly rescued
and raysed from the grave, being unknown to, unperused
by, any of this or the former generation.”—Brevia Par-
liamentaria Rediviva, Pref. Yet, notwithstanding the
pains which this most laborious antiquary has bestowed
upon his work, it is by no means remarkable for accuracy.
He has fallen into many important errors in his readings
of the names ; and some entire sets of Writs are referred
to years to which they do not belong. Prynne was fol-
lowed by Browne Willis, who, in his Notitia Parlia-
mentaria, intended to give complete lists of the Knights,
Citizens, and Burgesses, which he has arranged accord-
ing to Counties; but only three volumes of the work were
published by the author. The Petyt Transcripts in the
Inner Temple Library have furnished the very important
Returns of the 24th Edward I. The original Writs
were formerly in the Exchequer; and the remarks of
Mr. Holmes, by whom they were discovered, are worthy
of attention. To the foregoing, the Editor has been
enabled to add the Writs and Returns entered in the
¢ Letter Books”(5) in the City Archives, from whence
Stowe extracted the names which he has given in his
History of London.

V. Writs for levying the expenses of the Knights, Citi-
zens, and Burgesses.—These are enrolled upon the Close
Rolls in the same manner as the other Writs. They were
also made out from schedules and pannels, and they were
also issued upon dockets, or warrants, under the privy

(5) So called because they are distinguished by the letters of the alphabet,
from A to G inclusive.
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seal. These circumstances may account for the non-
appearance on the Rolls of the Writs de Expensis during
the earlier periods, when such detached documents were
not always recorded by the clerks.

VI. Writs of Military Summons specially addressed to
individuals usually considered as the greater, or lesser,
Barons of the Realm.—These are enrolled upon the Close
Rolls. ,

VII. Writs for the performance of Military Service,
or relating thereto, addressed to the Sheriff of the
County.—These Writs were returned in a manner nearly
analogous to the Parliamentary Writs, the Sheriff' stating
in his Return the names of the individuals, whom he had
summoned, or distrained, to perform military service, or to
take the degree of knighthood. Two only of such origi-
nal Returns have been discovered in the Tower; but
transcripts of many more have been preserved amongst
the Cottonian and Harleian Manuscripts; and they are
extremely curious and valuable, inasmuch as they furnish
the names of those individuals who seem to correspond
with the Minores Barones of the Magna Carta of King
John. There are also Returns of an analogous nature,
made by inquisitions ; two such inquisitions are extant
amongst the Harleian Charters, which were certainly
obtained from the Tower.

VIII. Commissions of Array and other instruments re-
lating to the Military Levies.—It being frequently difficult
to distinguish between the service due by reason of tenure,
and the service, which was performed under the general
obligation of allegiance, it has been judged expedient to
unite the principal documents explaining the ancient mili-
tary policy of the realm.

IX. Records affording evidence of the names of the
individuals, who actually attended, or deliberated, in Par-
liaments, or Councils.—The judgments and resolutions of
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Parliament, &c. are usually expressed in general terms.
In some instruments, however, the individuals who at-
tended, or concurred in legislative, political, or judicial
proceedings, are specifically named.

X. Records affording evidence of the actual perform-
ance of Military Service.—The Rolls of Marshalsey are
the most important of this class. Upon this Roll the
service was recorded ; and if a question arose respecting
the due performance thereof, the entry on the Roll was
pleaded in discharge of the claim of the Crown. Such a
Roll was made up on every muster of the King’s host:
but very few have escaped the general wreck.

The documents comprehended under the foregoing ten
sections constitute the body of the collection; those con-
sidered as forming the Appendixes are of a more miscel-
laneous description, such documents having been selected
as explain particular facts and proceedings, or which tend
to elucidate the main points of enquiry within the purview
of the collection: the latter may be thus enumerated—

1. Records showing the rank and condition of the
individuals composing the Parliament.—These are chiefly
the commissions by which the royal authority was dele-
gated for the conservancy of the peace, the execution of
Statutes, &c.; and it is important to remark how very
generally the Members of Parliament were selected for
the discharge of such duties.

2. Records relating to the elections of Coroners, Ver-
durers, &c. which took place in the County Court; and
other documents showing the constitution of that assembly,
and elucidating the history of the elective franchise. (6)

3. Records relating to the Customs and Constitution of
Boroughs. (6)—Some few Custumals and other documents
of this description have been obtained; and it is hoped

(6) These documents will appear in a future volume.
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that the collection may be enlarged when the officers,
having the custody of corporate archives, are aware how
much historical information may be conceded, without in
the slightest degree compromising the rights and privi-
leges of their corporations.

In order to render the work more accessible to the
reader, it has been accompanied by a Chronological Ab-
stract of the Documents, with Historical Notes—a Calen-
dar of the Writs of Election and the Returns thereof—
and an Alphabetical Digest of the Facts relating to Per-
sons.—In consequence of the great bulk of this volume,
the Digests of Places and of Principal Matters have not
been appended hereto, but will be given on a future oc-
casion.

The collection is as complete as it has been possible to
make it, with the powers and means which have been
afforded to the Editor; he has employed all the original
Records, which have been produced, or rendered accessible,
to him ; nor have any been omitted of which he has know-
ledge, or which he has been enabled to obtain. In some
cases it has been necessary to have recourse to transcripts,
(as before alluded to,) and which are noticed in the Chro-
nological Abstract.(7) All the printed sheets have been
carefully collated by the Editor with the sources (whether
original Record, or transcript) from whence they are
taken, and they imitate, or dénote, the peculiarities of the
manuscript as closely as can be effected by typography.

(7) [The country will hardly credit the fact, that, owing to the disorder that
reigns in some public depositories, and the difficulty of obtaining access to others,
important documents in a great national work have been printed from transcripts,
that had never been collated with the originals. It appears, from a document
in the possession of the compiler, that as long ago as March, 1826, the Editor
of the Parliamentary Writs informed the Secretary of the Record Commission,
that he had been compelled to use transcripts for no other reason than that
authority was not given him to resort to the originals. ]
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[From the Preface to the Second Volume.]

This Volume, comprehending the reign of Ed. IL, is
compiled from the same sources, and includes the same
classes of materials, as are indicated in the Preface to the
First Volume.

The Writs of Election are exhibited in a series which,
though by no means complete, does not offer any very im-
portant chasms ; and the comparison between the number
of Returns, now printed for the first time at full length,
and the number catalogued by Prynne, will show how
many have been recovered since the age of that laborious
writer.

The several bundles of proxies contain only one exe-
cuted by a Temporal Peer, but that one is of considerable
importance, from the facts, which it establishes; viz. that
a Peer might consider himself as bound to attend Parlia-
ment, although his name does not appear amongst the
persons summoned ; and that he might appoint indivi-
duals, not possessing seats in Parliament, as his Proxies
to appear on his behalf in that assembly.

The portion of the text relating to Military Service will
be found to include, in addition to the Writs of Summons,
&ec, all the Scutage Writs, which the rolls in the Tower
can supply, and a complete series of all the Commissions
of array. These two last classes of documents, though
diverse in nature, must be considered in conjunction. The
reign of Ed. II. is to be viewed as the transition period,
when the Military Tenures began to lose their efficacy,
and a new mode of raising the forces was generally adopted,
which speedily deprived the Baronage of their feudal
character, and caused the greatest changes in the policy
of the realm. The rapid progress of this new system may
be traced in the grant made in the Parliament at Lincoln,
in fifteen days of St. Hilary, 9 Edward II., by which one
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foot soldier was charged upon every township throughout
the kingdom, without any distinction of tenure, a pro-
ceeding indicating an evident departure from the princi-
ples which had prevailed in earlier times.(8) Before the
commissions of array, 9th Edward II., grounded upon
this grant, were issued, Writs were directed to the
sheriffs throughout England, commanding them to make
returns into the Exchequer of the names of all the
townships in their several bailiwicks and of the Lords
thereof. These returns, which have been usually called
the Nomina Villarum,(9) will be found to be of con-
siderable use, both to the topographer and to the gene-
alogist. (10) They do not distinguish the tenure, that
particular being unnecessary in relation to the purpose
for which they were required; and it appears that the
sheriff’ generally stated the names of the tenants in pos-
session, seldom inquiring into the nature of their title.
For this reason the returns gain in value, since, as the
proper scope of the post mortem Inquisitions was the
investigation of tenures in capite, the information which
they afford concerning persons holding by mesne tenure,
was not a necessary part of the investigation made by the
escheator; and consequently the Nomina Villarum disclose
the names of many landholders, of whom no other record
remains, _

Amongst the Military Writs will also be found the re-
markable returns made pursuant to Writs tested at West-
minster, 9th May, 17th Edward II., by which all and’
singular the Knights, &c. of, and within, the respective

(8) In 4 Edw. II. one foot soldier was requested from each township, but as
a voluntary aid.

(9) [See First Report of Select Committee of House of Commons on the Public
Records, pp. 15, 505, Several transcripts of the Nomina Villarum appear to
have been made for the use of the Record Commission.— MS. Notes. See also
Reports from Commissioners on Public Records, var. loc.]

(10) For a more particular account of these Returns, see Introduction to
Alphabetical Digest. [This Introduction is not, it is believed, yet printed.]
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counties, were summoned by proclamation to appear at
Westminster in a great Council, nearly analogous to those
assemblages of the military tenants of the Crown indi-
cated in Magna Charta. The returns for Leicester and
Middlesex are the only originals, which have been pro-
duced to the Editor, and the remaining returns are there-
fore printed from transcripts in the Museum.

In the Appendix, care has been taken to insert the
principal documents relating to the individuals, who were
engaged in the civil wars and dissentions, which form the
principal characteristic of this unhappy reign. Few of
these materials have hitherto been published; the greater
part have never been quoted. Such, for instance, are the
singular records of the compositions and fines by which
the opponents of the king’s authority, taken in arms against
him, 15th Edward II., were allowed to redeem their lives
and estates. 'The attainders of the adherents of the Earl
of Lancaster, and the other state trials of this period, may
also be perused as curious illustrations both of the policy
and of the jurisprudence of these times.

The Roll of the battle of Boroughbridge, printed by
permission of its owner, the Right Hon. Charles W. W.
Wynne, is also an historical document of singular value.
Heraldry frequently affords the best, and sometimes the
only mode of identifying individuals, and, without deciding
whether this document is, or is not, to be considered as
a record, it is unquestionably coeval, and of great au-
thenticity.

In a Work intended to develope the progress of the
English Constitution, the documents illustrating the state,
rank, and condition of the individuals composing the Le-
gislature, furnish one of the most important subjects of
inquiry. That the prelates and proceres, who were more
immediately about the king, should be often employed
upon public business, may be easily anticipated. But it
is perhaps a more instructive feature in the history of the
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open aristocracy of England, to observe how generally the
members of the Commons were the active, leading, and
efficient characters in the minor communities, which they
represented in the supreme Assembly of the realm.

The Collection is as complete as the Editor has been
able to render it, with the means, which he has received,
and with the powers, which have been granted to him; he
has used all the records, which have been made accessible
to him; and he has collated the whole text with the ori-
ginal documents. _

The digest of names of persons is appended to the
volume. The digest of places and principal mattters of the
reigns of Edward I. and IL will form a Part, or Volume, by
themselves. (11)

(11) [** With the exception of the Writs of Military Summons antecedent to
the reign of Edward the First, as well as of the Writs to the Parliament of the
49th Hen. III., this work is a collection of all documeats, which are known to
be extant, illustrative of the History of Parliament, and of the Military force of
Eogland ; and to use a remark which has been before made on it, ¢ whether, in
¢ relation to the light which is thrown upon the early history of the legislature of
¢ this country, the manner in which its armies were formed, or as materials for the
¢ biography of distinguished individuals, from the close of the thirteenth to the
¢ commencement of the fourteenth century, its contents are important to the his-
¢ torian, and highly interesting to the antiquary.’ ”’*—Nicolas on the Public Re-
cords, p. 61.]

[Some particulars of the new edition of the Rolls of Parliament, and of the
proceedings of the editor, are contained in Sessional Papers, House of Commons,
Record Commission, 12th June, 1829. It is remarkable that in the account of
the Publications printed under the authority of the Record Commissioners, con-
tained in the Report from Select Committee on the Irish Miscellaneous Estimates,
19th June, 1829, Appendix, pp. 296-299, there is no mention of the Parlia-
mentary Writs. The Notitia Historica of Mr. Nicolas, from which the com-
piler of that Appendix professes to have abridged his notice of the English and
Scotch Works, appeared in 1824, and he has not given himself the trouble to
inquire if the Record Commission of Great Britain produced any fruit in the
five years that had elapsed since that period.]

® [The passage here cited by Mr. Nicolas is taken from Butterworth’s
General Catalogue of Law Books, p. 128. This Catalogue (pp. 125—133)
contains a short account of all the works printed by the authority of the Com-
missioners on the Public Records prior to 1828.]
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FIRST SUPPLEMENTAL NOTE.

[Extract from the Retrospective Review, Second Series, vol. i.
pp- 56—67. October, 1827.]

The Parliamentary Writs consist,

First. Of a Chronological Abstract of all the instruments con-
tained in the volume; and which, being very wisely written in
English, forms a kind of analysis of each Record, adapted to the
most general reader.

Secondly. A Calendar of the writs of election, and returns
thereof.

Thirdly. Writs, Records, and Muniments relating to the suit
and service due and performed to the King’s high court of Par-
liament and the other councils of the realm, or affording evi-
dence of attendance given at Parliaments and Councils during
the reign of Edward the First.

Fourthly. Writs, Records, and Muniments relating to the
military services due to the Crown, whether by reason of tenure,
or of allegiance, during the reign of Edward the First.

To these succeed the Appendix, Alphabetical Digest, Intro-
duction thereto, Digest, and Index.

We learn from the Resolution of the Commissioners on the
27th of April, 1822,(12) that it was resolved to reprint the Rolls
of Parliament, Pleas in Parliament, and Petitions; to print Re-

cords of Inquisitions and proceedings in courts of inferior juris--

diction, which originated in Parliament; writs issued by the
authority of the great Council, or Parliament; Writs of Summons
and of Election, and Returns .of the Commons to the conclusion
of the period embraced by the Rolls; and Writs of Wages, Pro-
rogation, &c. Pursuant to this Resolution, it was further re-
solved, at a board held above three years afterwards, namely, on
the 1st of July, 1825,(13) “ that Mr. Palgrave’s specimen of the
edition of Parliamentary Writs being approved of, he is de-
sired to proceed with the printing accordingly.” Thus, in little

(12) [See the first Order prefixed to the Parliamentary Writs, Vol. L.]
(13) [See the second Order prefixed to the Parliamentary Writs, Vol. I.]
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more than two years, that gentleman has produced the volume
before ‘s, which is perhaps one of the most extraordinary ex-
amples-of laborious and painful research that has ever appeared:
but before speaking of its contents we shall say a few words on
the “ Resolutions” which we have quoted. It seems that the
Record Commission purpose publishing every document that
elucidates the early Parliamentary History of the Kingdom :
and it is impossible to applaud that intention more highly than
it deserves. Not only is the subject of the utmost importance
in itself, but every other :department of antiquarian literature,
biography, and the history of this country, as well as of Scot-
land, and of France, Spain, and other continental nations, will
be considerably illustrated, since the proceedings of Parliament
embraced objects connected with public affairs as well as those
of a private, or personal, nature. As a body of evidence on his-
tory, manners, customs, individual character and conduct, pro-
perty, and, in a word, on every thing relating to society, from
about the middle of the thirteenth to the close of the fifteenth
century, the Rolls of Parliament are of unequalled value. When
we reflect on the tardiness, which until lately has characterized
this Commission, we confess our fears that it will be our grand-
children rather than ourselves, who will benefit by its proposed
-Jabours; but we entreat it not to relax -in .its efforts; and to
-apply, if necessary, to Parliament for increased revenues, rather
than that posterity only may benefit by the accomplishment of
its plans. Mr. Palgrave has displayed unusual zeal in producing
-such a volume in so short a period, and from that fact we augur
-aore favourably of the future; especially since we hope it is
settled that the printing of the greater part of those Records is
to be intrusted to his superintendence.

The Preface to the Parliamentary Writs abounds in so much
yaluable information, relative to the manner in which Peers and
others were summoned to Parliament, or to perform military
service; and consequently adds so materially to our knowledge
-of the early legislative assemblies of the realm, and at the same
time so satisfactorily explains the contents of the volume, that
we shall extract the greater part of it, &c. &c.***

PART II. E
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In the Chronological Abstract, the editor has very properly
introduced such extracts from contemporary historians, or other
sources, as illustrate the subject. Many of those notes contain
original information of great value, particularly in the correction
of the dates of instruments. In his observations, however, he
appears to shrink with horror from citing any existing writer,
excepting the author of The Lords’ Reports. ***

The editor has so ably described the nature of the Records in
those parts of his Preface, which we have extracted, that it is
not necessary for us to do so. The Alphabetical Digest com~
mences at page 410, prefixed to which is a copy of the Roll of
the Name and Arms of the Bannerets of England, compiled in
the early part of the reign of Edward the Second; and now
printed from a contemporary MS. in the British Museum. In
the introduction to the Digest are the following useful observa-
tions respecting names, &c. &c. ***

As a practicable Index, it is impossible to praise Mr. Pal-
grave’s Digest too highly. No one but those who have
undergone the wearying and disgusting labour of compiling
such an extensive index can adequately estimate the time and
patience necessary for the task: nor was it a mere work of
scissors and paste, as it requires a perfect knowledge of the
-contents of every document. It is no trifling merit in the pub-
‘lications of the Record Commission, that each contains extensive

“indexes ; but neither of them approaches in utility the Digest
-under our notice. Instead of mere names, which, when referred
-to in the body of the work, we find were only recorded on an
+occasion not at all connected with the object of the search, Mr.
Palgrave’s arrangement states at once what is said of them, the
year and day on which each document was dated, and the part
-of the page where it occurs. The subjoined are sufficient spe-
cimens of his plan; and of the facts which the writs contain,
&c. &c. *** ‘

We have been thus particular in giving examples of the
- Digest for two reasons: the one because we were desirous
of making our readers acquainted with it; and the other be-
cause it affords a specimen of how such references ought to be



THE PARLIAMENTARY WRITS, 51

formed. To the volume the usual kind of Alphabetical Index
of Names is added, which is useful, because, from the variations
in the spelling, it is impossible to introduce the name in every
place where a strict adherence to the orthography would require
it. In pointing out the faults in the Indexes to the other pub-
lications of the Record Commission, we shall, we hope, both
induce those who compile them to benefit by our remarks, and
explain the propriety of Mr. Palgrave’s giving an Alphabetical
Index Nominum as well as an Alphabetical Digest. Let us sup-
pose the name sought to be ‘ Deincourt.” It would require
an accurate knowledge of the plan of an Index to induce a
person to turn to ¢ Ayncourt,” ¢ Deincourt,” ¢ Deyncourt,”
and ¢ Deyngcourt;” or if it be ¢ Greystock,” the uninitiated
would fancy they had exhausted the references when they had
consulted all those under that word, and would be as much dis-
appointed as surprised on learning that they had omitted the
most important, which were under ¢ Craystock,”  Graystock,”
or “ Creystock.” In many cases the same person is referred to
in several places, because the letters in his name were repeated
in some Records, or because the vowels were changed. Mr.
Palgrave refers in his general Index to the same name, under
every form in which it is written, whilst in his Digest he has
introduced all notices of persons under the name by which they
are most commonly known. The fault in the other Indexes
alluded to is, not that names occur in several places according
to the various modes of spelling them, but that references are
.not given to these variations, or that they are not likewise all
inserted under the name, spelt in the most usual manner. - For
example, either by placing every reference to Deincourt, whe-
ther spelt Dyncourt, Deincourt, Deyngcourt, Diencourt, &c.
under “ Deincourt,” or by referring to each of the various
modes in which it is to be found.

We cannot conclude this subject without alluding to the
numerous times great part of the contents of the volume before
us has been printed at the charge of the public; and conse-

- quently of the waste of money, which ought to be most judi-
ciously expended, so as to accomplish all that remains to be

E2
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done.(18) Nothing can be farther from our thoughts than to
wish to cramp the powers.of the Record Commission by pecu-
niary considerations: on the contrary, the object is one of such
national importance, that if more funds be wanted, we should
strongly recommend an application for increased resources,
which there can be little doubt would be cheerfully granted,
even by those who most vigilantly watch the public expenditure.
But it is little short of a profligate waste of money to print the
same documents two, three, or, in one case, even five times,(14)
simplyvbecvause they have been wanted by different departments,
or because they were in the first instance so disgracefully edited
as to be useless. The collection of the Parliamentary Writs
before us is the only place in which those Records should have
appeared; and we sincerely hope that the series of Parliamentary
Documents which the Commission have so wisely resolved to
‘publish may be completed; but we wholly disapprove of an
editor’s fixing upon any period as that with which they should

v (13) [See similar remarks, Westminster Review, Vol. x. p. 410, April, 1829 ;
Vol. ii. p. 538, October, 1829. See a subsequent page, and Nicolas, Refuta-
tion of Mr. Palgrave’s Remarks, &c. p. 46, et seq. also p. 68, et seq.]

(14) The Letter from the Barons to Pope Boniface VIIL. in February, 1301,
relative to his claim to the Kingdom of Scotland. It was printed, though
most inaccurately, in the new edition of the Fadera in 1818; again in the
Appendix to the First and Second Peerage Reports in 1820 ; again from both
copies to the Appendix to the Fourth Peerage Repoit in 1825 ; and now among
‘the Parliamentary Writs in August, 1827!

We are aware that the Record Commission and the Lords’ Committees have
"nothing to do with each other; and that whatever may be printed by the latter
is ‘supposed to be only for the use of the members of the House of Lords, and
“is paid for out of the grants for the session. Still, as the funds for that purpose
are also derived from the public purse, it may be supposed, without compro-
mising their Lordships’ dignity, that the labours of the Record Commission, by
a little foresight, could have been rendered available for the purposes of the
House. The Appendix to the Reports of the Lords’ Committees, which con-
tains the Parliamentary and other Writs from the 6th John to the 20th Ed-
‘ward I1, was ordered to be printed on the 25th of May, 1820, but it did not
appear, we believe, until after the Resolution of the Record Commission to
print all Parliamentary Instruments, in April, 1822; whilst the second part,
which consists of similar documents from the 1st Edward III. to the end of the
reign of Edward IV. was not printed until about two years since.
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commence. We object in. the strongest manner to any- publi
officer, acting under a Royal Commission, being allowed, in a
work of this nature, to fix upon any particular era as that when
“ the legislative and remedial assemblies of England first as-
sumed a definite organization,” or to assert dogmatlcally, that
before the commencement of the reign of Edward the Fu'st,
‘¢ neither the principles nor the practice of the Constltutlon can
be ascertained,” and to confine all means of inquiry to the time
when ke deems that the Parliamentary Records become irxiportf
ant. It may be his opinion, and one which, in a private work,
he would be fully justified in expressing, or acting upon, that it
is in vain to inquire into the constitution of the legislative as-
semblies of this country before the time he has naméd; but we
deny the right of any public officer, and even of the C@mmission
itself; to act upon so uncertain an hypothesis. It is its province
to publish Records, which throw light updn our early histo,ry;'
and not, by adopting any theory, prevent the world from ob-
taining information, which it was the express object of the
Commission to afford. v '

Whether Mr. Palgrave be right, or wrong, in his opinion, that
until the reign of Edward the First, ¢ neither the principles nor
the practice of the Constitution can be ascertained,” is not the
object of our present inquiry. We merely protest against any
individual having the power to withhold Records in such a col-
lection, which might induce others to draw a very different
conclusion; and we fearlessly assert, that it was the obvxous
duty of the Record Commission not to have hstengd to the
theory of any man, or body of men, on so highly i_rﬂportant a
subject: but to have printed evety document which exists,
connected with the legislative assemblies of the realm before
the reign of Edward the Fi irst, as well as those subsequent to
that epoch.

A very large proportion of the Parliamentary Writs, as well
as of those for Military Service, which are inserted in this
volume, were printed in the new edition of the Federa in
1816 and 1821; and a still greater number of them were again
prmted in the « Appendlx, No. 1, to the Report on the Dignity
of a Peer of the Realm, pursuant to an Order of the Lords’
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Committee of the 25th of May, 1820.” The present volume
consequently contains every Writ printed by the Lords’ Com-
mittees relating to the reign of Edward the First; and the plan
of Mr. Palgrave’s labours will necessarily require that, with the
exception of a dozen instruments, every line printed by order
of their Lordships in the Appendix to their Reports, and which
consists of two folio volumes, containing altogether above one
thousand closely printed pages, must be again republished at
the expense of the nation.

At a time when so much remains to be done for the publica-
tion and better preservation of the muniments of the kingdom,
and when the funds at the disposal of the Record Commission
are said to be inadequate to the purpose for which they were
destined, it does seem monstrous that so little care should have
been taken to prevent such a waste of the public money. Their
Lordships have wisely printed several Writs from the time of
John, which we presume are the earliest that are preserved; but
we repeat, that as it was deemed expedient to form a complete
series of these documents from the accession of Edward the
First, even with the certainty of reprinting one thousand folio
pages, those before that era, as well as every other instrument
connected with the subject, should also have been included.(15)
Without them the object which can alone justify the reprinting
of the others is not attained, for they are not a perfect collection.

It is yet possible to supply this extraordinary and culpable
omission, by considering the present the second volume instead:
of the first; and which we believe will only require that the
title-page and preface should be cancelled.

As we are most anxious not to be misunderstood in our re-
marks on the publication of Parliamentary Documents, to avoid
the possibility of mistake, we will briefly state the purport of
them. Nothing can be more proper than that a perfect series of
the Parliamentary Records of the Kingdom should be printed;
nor could a more qualified person be chosen than Mr. Palgrave;
or a better plan than his have been devised; hence we earnestly
hope that every possible facility will be afforded him in com-

(15) [See a subsequent page, and also Nicolus, Refutation of Mr. Pulgrave’s
Remarks, &c. p. 61, et seq.] ’
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pleting the laborious task he has undertaken. But on the other
hand, the public expect that the utmost attention will be paid to
the manner in which the documents are printed; that as much
information as possible, without swelling the work to an inordi-
nate extent, may be abstracted ; that neither the theory, nor the
interests of individuals, may be allowed to prevent the insertion
of Records of any particular period, or subject, more especially
in relation to the Constitutional History of the country; that
great caution be used when it is proposed to print either the
Calendars to particular Records, or the Records themselves,
that a proper plan be first formed; and that in no case such an
absurdity be again committed as the printing twice, or thrice,
within a few years, documents, which should be printed once
and no more; but which, when published, ought to appear in the
most luminous, accurate, and satisfactory manner.

[Extract from the Edinburgh Review, vol. Ixxi. pp. 474—477
and p. 489, October, 1827.]

Of all the publications by authority of Government, that of
the Rolls of Parliament (16) has been the most important for our
constitutional history. Till that work appeared, hardly any
knowledge was to be obtained of Parliamentary proceedings
before the commencement of the Journals, without consulting
manuscripts, or having recourse to the meagre, and often
erroneous abridgement of the Rolls, printed by Prynne from a
manuscript in the possession of Sir Robert Cotton. But,
though valuable from the historical information it contains, the
edition of the Rolls, printed in the late reign, is not only incom-
plete, but defective in accuracy and fidelity. With a careless-
ness that cannot be too severely reprobated, great part of it was
printed, not from the original Rolls in the Tower, but from
transcripts in Lincoln’s Inn Library, and in other private collec-
tions ; and, though said to be corrected from the originals, it
was found, on collation, to be full of clerical errors, that obscured
and sometimes altered the sense. Many Rolls and much addi-
tional matter had also been discovered since the date of the
first publication; and these additions, it was calculated, would

(16) [Edition of 1765.]
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extend the work to twice its original size. After mature con-
sideration, it was, therefore, determined to reprint the whole,
correcting the text of the first edition from the originals in the
Tower, and inserting the new materials in their proper places,
80 as to give a clear and connected view of the proceedings of
Parliament, not only in its legislative, but in its judicial and
remedial capacity. The task of collecting and arranging these
materials for publication was fortunately confided to Mr. Pal-
grave, barrister-at-law, a gentleman eminently qualified for the
office, by his zeal, diligence, and thorough knowledge of the
subject.

In preparing for this publication, it became necessary, in the
first instance, to inquire into the constitution of the Parliaments
and Great Councils in early times, to collect the writs by which
they were summoned, and to ascertain the members of which
they were composed. On these points the Writs of Summons
edited by Dugdale, and the Parliamentary Writs ¢ollected and
published by the indefatigable Prynne, were the chief printed
authorities. But the former was an incomplete work, giving no
account of the returns to the House of Commons, and the
latter so miserably deficient in arrangement, that the trouble of
consulting it is hardly less than that of examining the original
records. Many new writs and returns had also been discovered
since the time of Prynne, some of them published, and others
still remaining in manuscript. It was, therefore, thought advis-
able to publish the whole in an uniform edition, and convenient
form. An order to that effect was accordingly issued by the
Commissioners in July, 1825, of which the volume before us is
the first result.

This volume (17), containing the Parliamentary Writs and Writs
of Military Summons in the reign of Edward I. may be con-
sidered as a specimen of the manner in which the work is to be
conducted ; and from the industry and intelligence with which
it is executed, it gives a very favourable impression of what is
to follow. Mr. Palgrave has collected a great body of Records
and other documents, and arranged them in chronological order,
with an Abstract of their Contents, a Calendar of Writs and

(17) Parliamentary Writs, Vol. I.
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Returns, an Alphabetical Digest of Persons, and Index of Names,
which make his work easy to be consulted for every purpose of
use or curiosity, for which it may be wanted. His Chronological
Abstract gives a concise but clear and accurate analysis of every
document he has printed. His Calendar affords a more complete
Catalogue than has yet appeared of the Knights; Citizens, and
Burgesses returned to Parliament. His Alphabetical Digest
recapitulates, shortly, whatever is related of any individual in
the preceding Records and Documents ; and the Index of Names
supplies the inevitable defects, uncertainties, and errors in the
Digest, arising from the vagueness of ancient orthography, and
from variations in the surnames or other appellations, by which
the same persons at different times are designated. As far as
we have examined the references from his Abstract, Calendar,
Digest, and Index to the Records and other muniments, which
form the body of his work, we have found them correct, and
by their assistance we have been able to indulge our curiosity
in various researches, with a facility which no other work could
have afforded. 3

In comparing this volume with the corresponding period in
Prynne’s Parliamentary Writs, we find it not anly more con-
venient for consulting, but infinitely more full and accurate.
It enumerates many Parliaments, with the names of the knights,
citizens, and burgesses returned to them, of which there is no
mention whatever in Mr. Prynne’s collections. Many names,
printed incorrectly by that author, are restored to their proper
orthography. The numerous additions made by Mr. Palgrave,
in the returns from the counties, cities, and boroughs, and in. the
list of Parliaments to which the Commons were summoned in
the short period of which he treats, cannot fail to strike the
most careless reader, who will take the trouble to inspect his
Calendar, and compare it with the Catalogues of Mr, Prynne.
In the county of Bedford, for instance, Mr. Prynne gives only
five returns of knights in the reign of Edward I.; Mr. Palgrave
gives ten. From the town of Bedford Mr. Prynne has six
returns ; Mr. Palgrave eight, For the city of Bristol, Mr.
Prynne has only two returns; Mr. Palgrave six. For Cam-
bridge, Mr. Prynne has three returns; Mr. Palgrave seyen.
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For Oxford, Mr. Prynne has four returns; Mr. Palgrave eight.-
On the whole, more than twice the number of returns are con-
tained in Mr, Palgrave's Calendar, that are to be found in
Prynne. Most of these additions, it is true, are to be found in
the Notitia Parliamentaria of Willis ; but there are many errors
in that work, both in dates and names, which Mr. Palgrave has
avoided, by his constant reference to the original documents
before him. '

Besides the constitutional information which the completion
of this work must afford us, it will be of no small practical
utility in many questions of daily recurrence. Exact Calendars
of the returns from cities and boroughs, with references to the
original documents where the returns are to be found, will save
infinite time, labour, and expense, in all election cases before
the House of Commons. It will be seen at a single glance, by
inspection of the Calendar, at what times any particular city, or
borough, sent members to Parliament, and where any question
arose concerning the right of voting, by whom the members
were elected.

In legal questions, where researches into family history are
required, much cost and labour will be spared by the Alphabeti-
cal Digest annexed to this work. An abstract will there be
found of the public services, in which every man of note
throughout the kingdom was employed, with references to the
original documents where the particulars of his services are
commemorated. .

To genealogists, pedigree hunters, and family historians, the
Digest will be of singular utility. It will very much facilitate
their harmless and sometimes useful labours, and not only save
them a world of trouble, but among the numerous claimants
for particular notice, direct their attention to the persons most
worthy of that distinction. '

To the compilers of local history, it is needless to remark,
that the whole work will be of the most essential service, by
the valuable and authentic information it contains with respect
to every city, or borough, that ever sent members to Parliament.

. B T . ) .
We cannot bring these brief and desultory remarks to a con-
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clusion, without again expressing our approbation of the presént
work. Mr. Palgrave announces his intention of publishing, in
a supplementary volume, Records illustrating the constitutions
of the county courts, and the customs and constitutions of bo-
roughs, including, of course, the Inquisitions that show the
tenure of lands, whether held by peers, to whom special writs
of summons were sent, or by knights of the shire returned from
their counties. Such a collection of Records, accompanied by
the same useful Digests as the present volume, will present us
with a more complete and perfect view of the internal state
of England under Edward I. than the most sanguine could
have anticipated, before this curious and valuable work was
undertaken. If continued with the same diligence by Mr. Pal-
grave, and supported with the same liberality by the House of
Commons, we have little doubt that it will be brought to a
conclusion within a few years; and when completed, we shall
enjoy more ample materials for tracing the growth and forma-
tion of our Constitution, than are possessed by any other coun-
try in Europe. v

[Extract from Nicolas, Observations on the State of Historical
Literature, pp. 99—108, 1830.(18)]

The Parliamentary Writs, and Writs of Military Summons.

In commenting on this work two things are conceded; that it

is desirable that all Parliamentary Records should be printed;

and that the Editor of the present edition has executed the

volumes which have appeared, in a satisfactory and able manner:

“hence the objections to which it is open, so far as the execution

of the work is concerned, are not, with one exception, to be

attributed to the individual by whose labours it has been pro-
duced.

With one error the Editor must nevertheless be charged, that

of not commencing the Series of Writs with the earliest upon

(18) [It is proper to state that Mr. Nicolas is the author of the article in the
Retrospective Review from which the foregoing passages (ante, pp. 47—55) have
been extracted, as well as of the articles in the Westminster Review, to which
reference is made in some of the preceding notes.]
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Record, instead of arbitrarily fixing upon the reign of Edward
the First. The fact need not be pressed, that the obscurity of
our History is greater before, than after the accession of that
monarch, and that it was absurd to pass over the earlier instru-
ments, because the Editor, it is now said, intends to print them
hereafter. It may be that he did not begin his work with them,
hoping that in the course of his researches documents connected
with that period might present themselves, which are at present
unknown. The state of Record Offices doubtless justifies that
expectation; and if such had always been his view of the
subject, it is extraordinary that the volume which commences
with the accession of Edward the First, should be called the
First volume, and that so far from a word being said in the pre-
face of the existence of previous Writs of any kind, or of his
intentions respecting them, it would seem, from the following
passage, that he or the Commissioners had assumed the right of
deciding when Parliamentary History was to begin ; that the ac-
cession of Edward the First was fixed upon as the =ra; and
that it was not thought proper to allow the good people of
England, who had dearly paid for the work, to have the oppor-
tunity of judging for themselves, by giving them any earlier
records: '

¢ The collection of which this is the first volume includes all
“ the records, which show the constituent parts of the ancient legis-
¢ lative and remedial assemblies of England, beginning with the
¢ reign of Edward the First, the period when they first assumed
“ a definite organization. Before this eera neither the principles
“ nor the practice of the constitution can be ascertained with cer-
“ tainty; but under the government of Edward the First a settled
 and uniform usage may be discerned, from whence the Parlia-
‘ ment received an organization nearly approaching to the form
¢ in which it now exists.”

The alteration in the Editor’s plan may, perhaps, be attributed
to some remarks on the preceding passage in a review of the
work on its appearance (19) ; but how the earlier records are to be
printed so as to vange with a series, of which the first volume

(19) [Ses ants, pp. 52—54.]
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is already published, it is not easy to determine. The expense
Which has attended this work will form the subject of a subse-
quent discussion; and though its value and importance are ad-
‘mitted, it is impossible to refrain from alluding to its contents in
illustration of a total want of an organized plan in the operations
of the Record Commission, the principle of which ought to have
been, that such records, as might be selected for publication,
'should be carefully edited in one work, and not be printed twice,
or thrice, at the public charge.

This collection consists of all Writs of Summons to Parlia-
ments and Councils, and of all Writs and other documents con-
nected with the military services due to the crown, whether by
reason of tenure, or allegiance. In the old, as well as the new
edition of the Federa many of those writs may be found,
and with the view of illustrating the labours of the Committee
appointed by the House of Lords to investigate, and report on
the Dignity of -a Peer of the Realm, two folio volumes ‘were
printed, containing Writs of Military Summons and Writs to
‘Parliament, beginning with the reign of John, and ending with
that of ‘Edward ‘the Fourth. This was done within the last ten
years, whilst'the Editor of the Parliamentary Writs was employed
in collécting materials for his work, and they were completed
before a sheet of the Parliamentary Writs was sent to press.
Of the contents of the two volumes printed by the House of
‘Lords, every word either has been, or is to be, printed again in the
Parliamentary Writs: and as some parts were published in the
Foedera, the country will thus have to pay for printing the
same documents two, or three times, within twenty years.

The effect of this want of management will be best shown by
the subjoined analysis of the first, and only complete, volume of
the Parliamentary Writs which has appeared. (20)

(20) ‘The third Division of Vol. II.-containing the Digests of Persons, not
being yet published. -[Of Vol. II. Division 3, there has been printed 1112
pages, (pp- 301—1412.) The contents of ‘which are'as follows, pages 301—
416— Introduction— Returns of the Names of the Lords of Townships, &c. for the
purpose of effecting the Military Levies ordained in the Parliament at Lincoln,
9 Edward 1. (The well-known Nomina Villarum. See the Preface, Vol. 11.;
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It consists, altogether, of one thousand one hundred and fifty~
eight pages. Of this number four hundred and twenty only
contain Records, the remaining seven hundred and thirty-eight
pages, forming nearly two-thirds of the whole volume, being
appropriated to Abstracts and Digests of, and Indexes to, the
Records in the said four hundred and twenty pages.

Of those Records, however, the contents of one hundred and forty
pages have before been printed at the public cost, either in the Ap-
pendix to the Reports of the Lords’ Committees on the Dignity of a
Peer of the Realm (21), in the Feedera or in the Rolls of Parliament.

Whether in the event of the new Record Commission being
formed of better elements than the last, it be desirable that the
Parliamentary Writs should be proceeded with, ought to depend
upon circumstances; but if it be determined that they shall
be completed, orders should be issued to the editors of the
Feedera (supposing that that work is not, as it ought to be,
instantly abandoned,) to omit every document which is to be in-
serted in the Parliamentary Writs.

Alterations might, however, be made in the plan of the fu-
ture volumes of the Parliamentary Writs, by which a material
saving of expense would be effected, without, in-any degree,
taking from their value, though it might slightly lessen the
facility with which the present volumes may be consulted.

The principal merit which the Editor assumes is, for the
_Chronological Abstracts, Calendars, Digests, and Indexes.
Against the convenience of the most ample references of this
‘kind, it would be ridiculous to say a word, but there are proper
limits to all luxuries; and even good Indexes may be too dearly
purchased.

and ante, Part IL p. 45.) Pages 419—1412— Alphabetical Digest, Persons,
commencing Ab Adam or Ap Adam, and ending Segar (Ralp).]

[The printing of this work is at present suspended. ]

(21) [“ With respect to the reprinting of the documents inserted in the Peerage
Reports, I must add, what Mr. Nicolas well knows, that these Reports were
wholly the reports of Lord Redesdale; and that it was utterly impossible to in-
duce that learned Lord to change any plan, however defective, which he had
once adopted.”—Palgrave, Remarks in Reply to Nicolas’s Observatious on State of
Historical Literature, p. 32.]
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“ The first object of such a publication is to afford as much in-
formation as possible, by giving original documents, and the
greater the amount of Records which are printed may be, the
‘greater will be the benefit conferred upon the public. Re-
ferences to the Records so published, though highly desirable,
is a secondary object; and it may be doubted whether it is not
carrying the principle to an improper length, considering the
quantity of historical muniments, which remain to be printed
before a perfect History of England can be written, whenever
those references exceed a list of the Contents at the commence-
ment, and complete Indexes Nominum and Locorum, at the
end of each volume, in the same manner as is done in the
Feedera.

But the mere references to the Records in the Parliamentary
Writs are three times the extent of the Records themselves. For
example, the references under the heads of Chronological Ab-
stracts, Calendars, Digests, and Indexes, form nearly two-thirds
of the whole of the first volume, without including the Index of
Places. Volume the Second, which contains the Writs of the
reign of Edward the Third, forms, in fact, three distinct volumes,
called ¢ Divisions.” The first Division, which consists of seven
hundred and forty-two pages, contains the Chronological Ab-
stracts, and Calendars of Writs and Returns; the second Di-
vision consists of one thousand and fifty-nine pages of Records;
and the third Division contains the Digests of Names of Per-
sons. But, notwithstanding these immense masses of refer-
-ences to the Writs of three reigns, or one hundred and five
years only, the Indexes to them are not yet completed; for it is
said, ¢ The Digests of Places and Principal Matters of the reigns
of Edward the First and Second (two reigns, or fifty-five years
only) will form a part, or volume, by themselves.” v

That this plan can be continued is impossible, * * ® * #
To print Records, and to give indexes to them, is judicious and
proper; but to allow the contents of each volume to be so di-
gested, abstracted, calendared, and indexed, as to form three
additional volumes of references is ridiculous, unless the funds
at the disposal of the Record Commission were unlimited. The
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Digests consist in placing opposite to each individual’s name the
date and purport of the document in which he is mentioned;
and as there are, sometimes, above one hundred names in each
instrument, this information is repeated above one hundred
times! No one can doubt that the plan is a convenient one.
N T T S T S ST S |
‘There is no other objection than, that if the same money and
labour were applied to printing documents, which have never yet
been given to the world, the result would be infinitely more ad-
'vantageous. Let it be supposed, that all the publications of the
Record ‘Commission had been conducted on the same plan (and
there is no greater reason for it in the instance of the Parlia-
mentary Writs than in any other): the effect would have been
that to every one of the sixty or seventy volumes of Calendars
or Records, three volumes of references would be appended!
1If the Parliamentary Writs are not discontinued, the plan upon
‘which they have been edited ought to be materially changed,
and Indexes Nominum should be allowed to supply the volu-
minous Digests; whilst in the arrangement of the Calendar of
Writs and Returns a great saving of expense might easily be
‘effected without lessening their value.

It must not be understood from these remarks, that the con-
venience of the present references is denied; but it is contended
that that convenience is purchased by an expenditure of labour
and money which might be much more usefully employed (22).

(22) [*“ A hundred plans could be devised, which would be most desirable.
1 could wish that every record in Great Britain were printed upon precisely the
same plan; I could suggest no better abstracts, digests, or calendars, nor would
I desire to entrust the execution of the work to a more zealous, or more careful,
editor; but what are the first considerations before carrying such a plan into
execution? The expense which would attend it, and the doubt whether the money
‘it would require might not be much more advantageously employed. At the
sacrifice of some essential department of government, perhaps all the records
might be so published, but would any person put the two objects in comparison
with each other? So, in considering the manner in which the Parliamentary
Writs should be edited, it might possibly have been wise to adopt the present
plan, if those Writs were the only documents which it is desirable to print.”
—Nicolas, Refutation of Mr. Palgrave’s Remarks, &c. pp. 21, 22.]
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Not satisfied with uselessly reprinting the Faedera, the late
Record Commission meditated an, equally uncalled for expendi-
ture, by reprinting the Rolls of Parliament, which were pub-
lished by the country in six folio volumes about sixty-five years
ago. The grounds for this measure are said to be that much
new matter has been discovered, and that the present edition is
incorrect. The new materials which have been found, and which
consist chiefly of Petitions to Parliament, should be printed as a
supplement to the present edition of the Rolls of Parliament,
and the errors in the old edition, which, either in extent or im-
portance, are not very great, could be there noticed, &c. &c.

[Extract from the Appendix to Remarks submitted by Mr. Pal-
grave to Lord Melbourne, in reply to the Pamphlet of Mr. Nicolas,
entitled ¢ Observations on the State of Historical Literature,”
pp. 53—62, 1831.]

Various criticisms, containing imputations of great incompe-
tency and misconduct, have been preferred against me by means
of the public press, and which amount in substance to the fol-
lowing; viz.—that the work, entitled the Parliamentary Writs
is incomplete, in consequence of not containing any documents
prior to the reign of Edw. I.;—that it is superfluous, as being
merely a reprint of Prynne, and of the Appendix to the Lords’
Reports on the Peerage;—and that I have received an extra-
vagant remuneration for the labour which I have performed.

s & x x x x =

‘Being appointed a Sub-Commissioner in April, 1822, for the
purpose of preparing a new and complete edition of the Rolls of
Parliament, &c., I began by examining the inedited Parlia-
mentary Petitions, Writs, and Records in the Tower. Three
years were employed in arranging and transcribing them, during
which period I also made concurrent searches and collections in
the Museum, Chapter House, &c., and in other Repositories.

In June, 1825, finding that I was overwhelmed with important
materials for the later era of the History of Parliament, and that
they were continually increasing upon my hands, whilst at the
same time the earlier period presented many chasms, which

PART Il F
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could not be speedily filled up, it became expedient to consider
how the collections, which I had formed, might be best rendered
useful to the public. Great masses of manuscript materials
frequently end by disheartening and bearing down the collector,
who, at the end of many years of obscure toil, dies before he
can make any effective progress. But if they can be published
as they proceed, such an accumulation is prevented; and though
the portion brought out may not be entirely complete, still it is
* accessible to the public as far as it extends, instead of continuing
a dead letter in the hands of the individual. These circum-
stances being explained to the Commissioners, it appeared ad-
visable to select such sets of Records as could hold their proper
place in the general series of Parliamentary proceedings, whilst
at the same time they could be so far detached from the general
series as to be complete in themselves.
Al persons who are in the slightest degree acquainted with
the antiquities of the Constitution are fully aware that Parlia-
mentary Records, in the proper sense of the term, do not begin
until the reign of Edw. I. This fact is clearly expressed in the
Peerage Report (22) (which Report was delivered to me, upon my

(23) Extract from the Lords” Report, p. 167 :—** Edward the First succeeded
to the throne, by the death of his father, on the 16th November, 1272. His
reign is a remarkable period in the history of England; and the documents
which demonstrate the transactions of that reign are more ample than those
remaining of any former period, though undoubtedly many important docu-
ments, which might have tended particularly to illustrate the subject entrusted
to the inquiry of the Committee, have been lost. Before his reign, the com-
ponent parts of the Legislature of the country, and the transactions of that
Legislature, are principally to be traced in charters, in writs, and in other in-
struments, from which, generally, inferences only can be drawn, tending rather
to throw some light on the subject than to demonstrate facts. Inferences,
therefore, have been necessarily, in former parts of this Report, frequently sub-
stituted in the place of direct evidence, which has been in many instances
wholly wanting ; and it has been necessary to supply the want of authentic do-
cuments, and to illustrate and explain such as have been found, by the imperfect
information of contemporary historians. Records and authentic documents of
various descriptions during the reign of Edward were probably framed with more
accuracy and attention, especially towards the close of his reign, than in the
time of his predecessors. No statute roll prior to his reign has been preserved,
if any such was ever made,” ’



THE PARLIAMENTARY WRITS. 67

appointment, as containing my instructions); and adopting the
views and opinions of the Committee, I presented a Report to
the Commissioners, recommending the publication of the fol-
lowing documents; viz.

1. Writs of summons addressed to the prelates, earls, and the
individuals generally, but not invariably, designated as the
Barones, Proceres, Magnates, and also to the justices, clerks,
and others of the Council.

2. Proxies of the prelates, earls, and proceres.

3. Precepts and mandates issued by the metropolitan and
diocesan prelates, pursuant to the premunientes clause in the
Writs of Summons, requiring the attendance of the inferior
clergy; and procurations exhibited by the capitular and parochial
clergy pursuant to such precepts.

4. Writs for the election of the members of the Commons
House of Parliament, and Returns.

5. Writs for levying the expenses of the knights, citizens, and
burgesses. .

6. Writs of military summons, specially addressed to indivi-
duals, usually considered as greater, or lesser, barons.

7. Writs addressed to the sheriffs, relating to military service.

8. Commissions of array, and other instruments relating to
military service, as well by reason of allegiance as by reason of
tenure.

9. Records affording evidence of the names of individuals,
who usually attended, or deliberated, in parliaments, or councils.

10. Records affording evidence of the actual performance of
military service.

11. Records relating o the rank and condition of the persons
composing the parliament.

12. Records relating to the elections in the county court, such
as of commissioners and verderers; and other documents showing
the exercise of the elective franchise.

13. Records relating to the customs and constitution of
boroughs.

In order to render the work accessible to the general reader,
I proposed that the text of the records should be accompanied

F2
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by a chronological abstract of the documents;—a calendar of the
writs of elections, and the returns thereto;—and an alphabetical
digest of persons, places, and principal matters; and having
submitted a specimen of the work to the inspection of the
Board, I was, on the 1st July, 1825, ordered to proceed there-
with accordingly.

The reasons which induced me to recommend such a selection
were the following: The writs of election and returns of the
Commons, containing the most important portion of Parlia-
mentary History, had never been published at all; and partly from
~ the effect of age, and partly from the injudicious application of
tincture of galls, were and are daily becoming more illegible,
and in the course of a few years must become wholly so, without
the possibility of averting their ruin. They are not Records
merely adapted to the speculative inquirer, but they are muni-
ments in practical request; and although of remote date, they
are part of the living Constitution of the realm. The Journals
of the House of Commons are imperfect without the Returns. And
in addition to their utility, they have always been the subjects of
great curiosity. To have published them without the Writs of
Summons would have been manifestly improper, and therefore
it appeared expedient to unite them with all the documents,
which afforded evidence of the individuals, peers, prelates, in-
ferior clergy, or laity, who composed the whole Court of Parlia-
ment. In the selection of Records relating to military service,
those relating to service by allegiance have been added ; because
it was by that latter mode of service that feudality was eaten out,
and the connection between baronial tenure and attendance in
the Lords’ House of Parliament ultimately destroyed, except in
the cases of some very few isolated baronies.

The Work is complete in itself. It begins in the reign when
Parliament was first constituted as an assembly permanently
composed of Lords and Commons. It fits in with the Statutes,
and will equally range with the Rolls of Parliament. It com-
prehends every document which can afford evidence of a right
of peerage, or of a right of election; and most of the documents,
which display the station of the individuals who composed the
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assembly. It is not enough to know that Lords and Commons
sat in Parliament, unless the rank and character, which they held,
_ be also displayed.

The English apparatus is intended to render the volume more
generally accessible. Few persons can read the contractions of
the text with facility; nor is the language, whether Latin, or
Norman French, easily intelligible, except to those who are ac-
customed to legal phraseology. In the Abstract the reader
will find the contents of the documents arranged in chrono-
logical order. In the Calendar the succession of the Members
of the Lower House, for each county and horough, is ascertained
by inspection; and where the Returns by Indenture begin, they
will be so arranged as to exhibit the rights of election; and in
the Alphabetical Digest all the entries relating to each indivi-
dual, &c. are so compressed and indexed, that the reader, with-
out any further search, is put in possession of all the facts, which
the Work contains, and is enabled to ascertain whether it will,
or will not, be necessary for him to turn to the text to obtain
further information. (24)

(24) [A writer in a well known periodical makes the following remarks upon
the Chronological Abstracts and the Indexes. ‘¢ He ( Mr. Palgrave) has added
Chronological Abstracts, which explain the purport of the documents for those,
who are unacquainted with the correct manner of describing them, and, not last,
or least, there are ample indexes of the persons named. This is of the utmost
importance for the following reasons. When we have been engaged in re-
searches at the Tower and elsewhere, we have found, from the matters in the
chroniclers, that there must be in many Records of public transactions men-
tion made of persons, of whom there is no inder nominum (as to documents of
this kind) in the office Calendars, That such information should be as com-
plete as possible, is evident to all those, who have ever been engaged in peerage
claims, genealogy, or topography. We could name an instance in one particular
family which, incorrectly understood, might destroy the claim to a barony by
writ, by presenting erroneous descents through the confusion. There were
three contemporary Johns of the same surname, all serving together in the same
expedition. One was a father, another was a son, and the third was a cousin.
Dugdale has wrongly distinguished them, and it was only by means of Mr. Pal-
grave’s first volume that we were able to correct the error. We also think that
there are many eminent families brought to light by these volumes, which were
not before known to have existed, and we are sure that there are many new
facts elicited.” —Gentleman’s Magazine, vol. xxiii. p. 236. New Series.]
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. In consulting collections of ancient instruments, great diffi--

culties arise from the unsettled orthography of proper names.
Had for instance, the entries relating to Edmund Deyncurt.
been indexed, without further explanation, under the initial
letters, viz. Ayncurt, Edmundus de; Deyncurt, Edmundus;
Eyncourt, Edmundus de; a search for the matter relating to
him would have occupied an hour, or more; but by means of
the Digest, the whole is seen at once; and a reader, who does
not even understand the original, is enabled to avail himself,
to the fullest extent, of the information which it affords. Let
me also be allowed, that I did not hastily adopt this mode of
digesting and illustrating the matter by apposition and arrange-
ment; and that I submitted specimens of the Digest not only to
the Commissioners, but to several gentlemen familiar with
Peerage inquiries and accustomed to historical investigations ;
and as they agreed in their opinions of its utility, I was encou-
raged to persevere in a plan, which has required a great degree
of trouble and application. I regret extremely to be thus com-
pelled to dilate upon my own performance, but the anonymous
writer has entirely concealed the fact, that the work is not a
naked collection of records, but that it derives a principal portion
of its utility from the Abstracts and Digests.

Of the volume, containing 1,154 pages, these aids, which are
wholly new compositions, constitute 734. In the text, though
the Writs of Summons are also found in the Lords’ Report, yet
they have not been reprinted from it; they have been all recol-
lated with the originals, the ancient dates have been reduced to
the modern computation(25), without which the reader can seldom
use them with security; and they constitute about 100 pages of
the volume.

With Prynne’s well-known Work, no comparison can be insti-
tuted at all. (26) That laborious writer only professes to give

(25) It may be observed, that in consequence of these calculations the Editor
was led to the discovery of the fact, that the reign of Edw. I. began on the 20th,
and not on the 16th Nov. 1272, as usually supposed ; and that consequently
all instruments dated on and between those days had been referred to a wrong
year.

(26) [It is asserted in the Westminster Review, vol. x. p. 410, April, 1829,
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a Catalogue of the Writs, &c., and the comparative extent of
the materials employed by him, and of the materials published
in the present Work, is shown by the following summary:—
County Returns, temp. Ed. 1. catalogued by Prynne . 99.
County Returns, 33 Ed. 1., mis-catalogued by Prynne E 35
as belonging to 33 Ed. III(27). . . . . . . ’
County Returns, temp. Ed. 1., printed at full length,
Jor the first time, in the Parliamentary Writs, }342.
VolL,L. . . . . . . . . . . . . .
As to the other documents, which are now also published for
the first time, it must be left to others to decide whether they

that most of the documents contained in the first volume of the Parliamentary
Writs not printed in the Rolls of Parliament, or in the Appendix to the Lords’
Report on the Dignity of the Peerage, may be found in Prynne’s Calendar.
In answer ““ to this good round assertion’” Mr. Palgrave answers ¢ that Prynne’s
Calendar does not contain one document printed in the Parliamentary Writs.” —
Remarks, p. 17. In veply Mr. Nicolas says, ‘ among the many examples
which might be pointed out where documents are printed at length by Prynne,
and in the Parliamentary Writs, I have selected a few of those of the reign of
Edward the First only, and the note below shows the pages in which they occur
in each work.”*—Refutation, p. 49.

Mr. Nicolas candidly admits that the passage in the article in the Westminster
Review is inaccurately expressed, and observes that mention is not made of
Prynne’s Calendar in the postscript to that article ( Westminster Review, October,
1829), nor in the Observations.—See Refutation, p.50. The reader, satisfied
with perusing the Remarks and the Refutation, and unwilling to open either
Prynne’s Calendar or the Parliamentary Writs, will probably think that the
Reviewer, who has charged ¢ the pamphleteers’ with being “ strangely at vari-
ance for a matter of fact,” has not hazarded a very rash criticism.—Gentleman’s
Mugusine, vol. xxiv. p. 142, New Series.]

-(27) Many other mistakes of the same nature occur. -The writs tested at
Woodstock, 6 Edw. III., are catalogued by him as belonging to 6 Edw. II.
In the reigns of Hen. IV. V. and VI. numerous errors of the same description
occur.

. Parliamentary Parliamentary
* Prynne. Writs. Prynne. Writs.
Part 1.p. 6 Vol. L. p. 28 Part I. p. 10 Vol. I p. 81
6,7 30 12 89
8 47 14 160
9 55 III. 142 117
9, 10 78 244 88

10 80 Iv. 8 85
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have been properly selected ; I shall only observe, that a greater
part have been hitherto unquoted and unknown; that the City
Archives, the’ Museum, the Lambeth Registers, and other de-
positories, have supplied information not found in the Public
Records; and that they are so bound together and connected by
the Abstracts and Digests as to convey that information, which
could not otherwise be obtained by the reader, except at the
expense of much time and labour.

The reign of Edward II. is now in rapld progress (28), with the
Calendar and Digests; it will form two volumes, of upwards of
1,400 pages each, of which the first is completed. In the mean-
while I have still continued the collections for the earlier
periods; and they are so far advanced, that I hope in the course
of a year to be able to put them to press. Yet I must again
remark, that the History of the Constitution, anterior to the
reign of Edward I., is not to be found in the Rolls of Parlia-
ment, (of which none exist, and which perhaps never existed,)
but in the proceedings of the Curia Regis, a tribunal which may
be considered as the nucleus of Parliament, in the documents
evidencing the rights and duties of the Baronage and the prero-
gatives of the Crown, and in the general tenor of the transactions
between the Sovereign and his realm. It is not Parliament,
which can be exhibited, but the materials out of which the fabric
of Parliament was afterwards raised.

With respect to the parliamentary Records, I shall simply
observe that the old edition of the rolls was never collated with
the original text, and that it does not contain one tenth part of
the detached petitions since found in the Tower, and which furnish
more important materials, both for public and private history,

(28) Particular attention in this volume has been paid to those documents
which exemplify the rank and station of the Members of the Commons ; and the
result shows, in a singular manrer, that the Knights of the Shire were very
nearly in the station of their successors, Conservators of the Peace, and Com-
missioners and Leaders of the Array—an office equivalent to Commanders of the
County Militia of modern times. The Members of the great. trading towns
usually connected themselves with Government as Receivers (i. e. Farmers) of
the Customs, and as Contractors. The De la Poles, Fastolfs, &c. first appear
under such circumstances in the reign of Edw. 1I.
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than any other species of record whatsoever; and all the writs
grounded upon Parliamentary petitions are also inedited.

As to the remuneration which the Board has been pleased to
assign to me, it has been in proportion to the work actually done
and performed; and, comparing dulk with bulk, and volume with
volume, you will find that the Parliamentary Writs have been
rated at a lower standard than what has been usually paid by
the public for other similar publications. Every sheet has been
collated by myself with the original documents; and I have had
no assistance in the work, excepting from copying clerks under
my immediate direction. And the sums voted to me include
the salary of such clerks and all incidental expenses. (29)

[Extract from a Report of @ Committee of the present Commis-
sioners of Public Records, as to the Utility and Expediency
of continuing the publication of the Parliamentary Writs.)

[From Manuscript Collection.]
Doubts having recently been stated as to the propriety of the

(29) [The whole of the foregoing extract forms part of a Letter addressed by

Mr. Palgrave to the Speaker, and dated the 31st of December, 1829. )

" Mr. Palgrave has, in his Remarks, reprinted a cousiderable part of the pas-
sages above extracted from the Retrospective Review, as well as from the Observa-
tions of Mr. Nicolas.

Mr. Palgrave makes the following statement upon the expediency of printing
all the Parliamentary Records:—¢¢ The Parliamentary Petitions extend from
the 7th Edward I. to the reign of Edward IV. An ancient petition was
not, as now, a document ordered to lie upon the table; but it was despatched
by the triers of petitions, or by the King, who either declared what remedy, or
favour, the petitioner should have, or remitted him to the common law. If the
prayer was granted, the course, in most instances, was to order a writ to issue,
which sets forth the petition. Upon such a writ, inquests, or other proceedings,
were taken, which were returned before the Council, or before Parliament; and
then another writ, or perhaps a charter, was issued. Some of these proceedings
are entered upon the existing Parliamentary Rolls, others not. Many of the
Rolls of Parliament are entirely lost. In such cases their place must be sup-
plied by instruments entered upon the Close, or Patent, Rolls; and this new
matter is so mized up with the old matter, that unless they are interpolated into
each and every Parliament, the reader would only find a set of disjointed
members.”’— Palgrave, Remarks, &c. p. 37.]
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determination adopted by the Board on the 27th April, 1822, to
reprint the Rolls of Parliament, Pleas in Parliament, and Peti-
tions, and it having been suggested that it would have been
sufficient to have published a supplement, index, and list of the
errata, to the edition formerly printed under the authority of the
House of Lords, the Committee examined specimens of the
errors in that edition.

They first inspected part of the sixth volume, containing 107
pages, viz. from p. 277 to 384; 22 of which purport to have
been collated with the originals by Mr. Caley, Mr. Richards,
and Mr. Illingworth, and bear the initials of their names; and
the remainder are marked as ¢ Examined.”

A copy of the third volume was afterwards submitted to
them, different parts of which had been collated by Mr. Pal-

grave.

From these specimens it appears that the errors are numerous
and material, affecting the names, dates, and sense; that in
some single pages they exceed sixty, and that in others several
lines together are omitted. (30)

- (30) [And yet a Keeper of Records in the Tower, the late Mr. Astle, could
assert that this edition of the Rolls of Parliament is a work reflecting honour on
the reign of George IIT.—First Report from the Select Committee on the Public
Records, Appendix, p. 53. But notwithstanding all its defects, the work is
admitted by a competent judge to contain ‘¢ an invaluable collection of histori-
cal and constitutional knowledge.”

¢ It would be improper, in a notice of works illustrative of Parliamentary

History, to omit the Rolls of Parliament, which were published many years ago
in six folio volumes, by order of the House of Commons. These important and
highly interesting Records commence with the 6th of Edward I., 1278, and
extend to the reign of Henry VIIL.; but the Rolls, subsequent to the 19th
of Henry VIIL., 1503, will be found in the first volume of the Journals of the
House of Lords. The value of the Rolls of Parliament can only be adequately -
appreciated by those who have been in the habit of consulting them ; for there is
scarcely a subject connected with the Parliamentary, Legal, or General History
of this country, on which information may not be derived from those Records.
Besides containing legislative enactments, they often present the previous pro-
ceedings; and as the Journals of the House of Lords do not commence until
the 1st of Henry VIII., 1509, it is from the Rolls of Parliament alone that
proofs can be found of Peers having sat in Parliament previous to that period—
which proofs are requisite in claims to an ancient Barony by Writ. - The Peti-:
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. Upon the whole the Committee are satisfied, that it is impos-
sible to regard the former edition as in any degree sufficiently
accurate to supersede the necessity of reference to the original
documents, or if the publication of the Rolls was originally ex-
pedient, that of a new and more correct edition.

With respect to the other parts of Mr. Palgrave’s publication,
the Committee, having fully considered the value of the materials
recovered by him, the accuracy with which they have already in
part been printed, and the importance of completing the Parlia-
mentary Writs to the accession of Henry VII., are desirous of
stating their entire concurrence in the opinion of the merit of
this work which has been expressed by one of their members,
Sir James Mackintosh ; (81) and they recommend to the Board

tions to Parliament frequently contain very curious matter, abounding in biogra-
phical materials, in illustrations of the state of society, and in notices of the
descent of lands.

“ An Index to this invaluable collection of historical and constitutional
knowledge is nearly ready for publication, under the authority of the House of
Lords. By that Index ready access will be afforded to information which is
indispensable to those who wish to learn the History of England from the only
true and authentic sources—contemporaneous Records.*

‘ Tt is proper to observe, that the Rolls of Parliament are very defective, the
proceedings of various Parliaments being, it is feared, irretrievably lost. Though
many petitions are printed in the present edition, numerous others exist ; and if
a new edition of the Parliamentary Rolls is in preparation, its superiority will
probably consist in a more accurate text, and in containing the inedited Peti-
tions.” —Nicolas on the Public Records, pp. 66, 67.]

(31) [The opinion of Sir James Mackintosh is contained in a letter addressed
to Mr. Palgrave, dated Harrowgate, 23d May, 1831, from which the following
are extracts.

¢ Tt appears to me that the publication of a complete series of all accessible
documents which throw light on the History of the Constitution is the most im-
portant work in which Commissioners of Public Records can be engaged.”

““ T now think, as T did before, that the present work should be complete in
itself, though that will occasion the reprinting from the originals of many do-
cuments already printed by Prynne incorrectly, and with the mixture of much
useless matter.” .

With reference to a statement laid before the Committee by Mr. Palgrave,
Sir James Mackintosh observes—*¢ All the materials for such a design, and all - -

* [See ante, pp. 2, 3.]
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that Mr. Palgrave be authorised to proceed without delay
towards its completion on the plan already adopted, omitting
after Edward III. Writs for the performance of Military Service,
Rolls of the Constable and Marshal of the Host, and Commis-
sions and other documents of a similar nature.

The Committee recommend that Mr. Palgrave be authorised,
under the sanction of the Board, to proceed in the examination,
transeription, and preparation for the press of the Charters,
Customs, and Guild Regulations of Ancient Boroughs; also of
the Post Mortem Inquisitions of persons summoned by Writ, or
returned as Knights of the Shire, to Parliament, till the end of
the reign of Edward II. (32)

SECOND SUPPLEMENTAL NOTE.

[Extract from a Report of the Proceedings of the Editor of the
Rolls of Parliament, &c. for the year 1830-1831.(33)]

[From an unpublished printed document.]

(1.) The Editor having been appointed a Sub-Commissioner
on the 27th April, 1822, he forthwith proceeded to the investi-

the aids in the execution of it, appear to be rightly stated.” ¢ The matters to
be excluded appear to me distinctly and judiciously stated, and the condition
of printing nothing from printed books to obviate very much of the objection to
printing what is in them. The completeness of the collection, and the exclu-
sion of matter either insignificant, or impertinent to the purpose of the publica-
tion, will most materially relieve the historical student in point of time and
money.”’]

(32) [The Report is signed ¢ C. W. Williams Wynn,” ¢ John Allen,”
‘¢ H. Hallam,” * Robert Harry Inglis.”” Tt has also received the signature of
Sir James Mackintosh. For reasons, which it is not necessary here to state, the
Report has not yet come under the consideration of the Board.]

(33) [The extract here inserted contains a repetition of several passages
already printed in preceding parts of this compilation, and which eould not be
conveniently separated from the new matter. It is so important to collect all
information relative to a work, which, it is proposed, should comprise all the
materials for the Constitutional History of England to the accession of Henry
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gation of the unpublished Petitions, or Bills, and other Parlia-
mentary Instruments, discovered in the White Tower in the
year 1805 and subsequent years, and which had not been sub-
jected to any examination, or arrangement. These documents
were produced in various boxes and portfolios, wherein they
had been placed by the direetion of the late Mr. Lysons, with
the exception of one file, which, having been then lately found
by Mr. Bayley in the White Tower, was brought to the Editor
inits original state ; other Petitions werefrom time to time brought
to the Editor in bags from the White Tower. The Petitions
were wholly unarranged, and mixed with numerous documents
belonging to other classes, such as Privy Seals, Letters Missive,
&c., which the Editor separated from the Petitions, and de-
livered to the Deputy Keeper of the Records. The arrange-
ment, transcription, and collation of these Petitions occupied the
Editor until the year 1825; and the transcripts have been
bound in sixty-six volumes. There are still however very
many documents of a similar description amongst the unsorted
Records in the White Tower, &c., and it is desirable that they
should be examined and arranged.

Whilst the transcription of the Petitions was in progress, the
Editor was also employed in making the general searches ne-
cessary for the work, in the several Record Offices and in other
depositories. A view of the results of the searches is appended
hereto (No. I.). The collection, though very extensive, is not
complete, and offers numerous chasms, which can only be filled
up by many years of labour, and by much fuller powers and
assistance than the Editor has hitherto enjoyed. One of the
most important branches of inquiry is the extent and nature of
the proceedings of the ancient Parliament (or Council in Parlia-
ment), considered as a Court of Justice administering both Law
and Equity ;—a Court of Law in all matters relating to tenure
and to appellate jurisdiction, &c.; a Court of Equity as affording
relief in those cases, where the Common Law was unable to help

VIIL., as well as the present state of the materials themselves, that the com-
piler cannot think the reader will consider such repetition as altogether super-
fluous and useless.]
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the suitor. During the whole of the period anterior to the reign
of Henry VI. the “ Chancery” may be considered as the secre-
tariat department, not only of the Crown but of Parliament ;
and all the documents relating to state affairs, as well as all
judicial proceedings in which Parliament had intromitted, were
returned into Chancery. Of these matters, some are entered
on the Rolls of Parliament, others are recorded on the Close
Rolls, others on the Rolls of the King’s Bench and Common
Pleas and Exchequer ; but by far the most numerous, and to us
the most important, remained in filaciis, and are now amongst
the unsorted Records. (34)

The documents in question are of singular value, because
they generally relate to those transitory matters, unnoticed by
historians and by legal writers, but which afford the best insight
into the real state of the Constitution and the progress of the
law. If we read the ancient Rolls of Parliament, we shall find
that the law was always before the people. The Petitions re-
lating to the administration of the law comprise nine tenths of
those which are extant. The greatest portion of the business,
which now passes through the different offices of State and
Public Boards, was anciently transacted by the Courts of Law,
and by the law officers of the Crown. Hence, the greater part
of the real, or supposed, grievances of the subject, arose from the
real, or supposed, abuses of the law ; and these complaints, and
the measures taken thereupon in individual cases, by Parlia-
ment, or by the Parliamentary Councils, furnish the best com-
mentary upon our general history. '

(2.) Parliamentary Records, in the strict sense of the term,
can scarcely be said to begin till the reign of Edward I. The
materials for the history of the legislature during its first
periods will be noticed below (3.). After having worked upon
the Records during three years, the Editor found that the ma-
terials for the later reigns would accumulate so rapidly, that it
appeared desirable to turn part of them, at least, to use, rather
than to retain them until they could be produced in strict chro-

(34) Many are still actually on the file ; others have been detached from the
files, and are now loose in various bags, drawers, &c.
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nological order. Masses of manuscript materials frequently
overwhelm the collector ; but if they can be brought out in sets
and portions, he is enabled to clear off his stock ; and they are
also accessible to the public, who would be otherwise deprived
of them for an indefinite period. With these views, the Commis-
sioners, on the 1st July, 1825, directed the publication of the
Parliamentary Writs, and Writs of Military Summons. Two
volumes of this work are published, and therefore it is not
necessary to enlarge upon the materials which they contain, or
upon the plan which has been pursued. It is only necessary to
remark, that the Writs of Election having been sorted, the
Editor ascertained that he could render this portion of the col-
lection tolerably complete ;—and whilst the Parliamentary Writs
form a complete work of themselves, they will also fall in ap-
propriately in the general series of Parliamentary Records.

The third  division of the second volume, containing the
Digest of Persons, is in rapid progress; and the Digests of
Places and Principal Matters, Edward I. and Edward II. have
been prepared for the press.

For the future volumes of the Parliamentary Writs, the chief
materials have been collected to the reign of Henry V. The
Calendars of Writs of the reigns of Edward IIIL. and Richard II.
are completed, and ready to accompany the printed text, as
soon as it shall be worked off; and the Calendars of all the
remaining Writs of Election in the Tower might be completed
in the course of one year. After the introduction of Returns by
Indenture, these Calendars (see Specimen, No. II.) will exhibit
the Right of Election in the different Burghs; and it will pro-
bably be thought desirable to expedite a portion of the work,
which will become the foundation of the history of the ancient
House of Commons.

The Editor proposes forthwith to begin printing the text of
the Parliamentary Writs, &c. of the reign of Edward III. (for
which, as above mentioned, the Calendars have been prepared).
And it is particularly requested that the Commissioners will
bear in mind, that the steady and expeditious progress of a work
like the present one, can only be ensured by simultaneously car-
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rying on all the stages of the manufacture (if the term may be
allowed). The collection and transcription of materials—the
preparation of the materials for the press—the printing of the
text—and the composition of the Indexes, Digests, and other
apparatus—should all go on at the same time ; and it is only by
allowing the different processes to fit into one another, that the
time of the Editor can be properly filled up and employed.

(8.) It is extremely desirable that the collections for the
period commencing with the Conquest and concluding with the
accession of Edward I. should be forthwith completed. During
this most eventful and important era, our knowledge of the Con-
stitution is to be derived, not so much from the scanty notices
of the great Councils of the Realm, as from the several Records,
which illustrate the working and practice of the Law—the
nature of Tenures—the descent or division of the territorial
Baronies—the rights and privileges of the County Court—the
franchises of the Burghs—and even the abuses of authority.
Our Political Constitution was slowly and imperceptibly formed ;
and we can only elucidate its origin by collecting its elements.
It is a prevailing error in our Constitutional History, to suppose
that there existed, from the time of the Conquest, one Legisla-
tive Assembly for the whole kingdom, possessing those functions
of judicature, legislation, and taxation, which were afterwards
exercised in Parliament. A supreme Court, usually denomi-
nated the Curia Regis, was certainly established; this Court
afterwards passed into the assembly called Parliament; and
laws were certainly enacted in the great Councils. But the ex-
traordinary revenues of the Crown arose from the local taxation
—the aids granted by the men of the Shires—the talliages of
the Burghs ; —and it was only by slow degrees that the different
elements, dispersed in the inferior institutions, coalesced in thé
supreme legislature of the federative monarchy of England.

The Records and Instruments which furnish the materials for
the analysis of the Constitution, during the period in question,
may be classed under the following heads :—

The Rolls and other proceedings of the Curia Regis, in-
cluding the Chirographs of Fines. The latter are pecu-
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liarly valuable, as they afford the names of the Fideles,
of whom the Court was composed.

The Great Rolls of the Exchequer, usually called the Pipe
Rolls. From these Records, which have never been
used since the time of Maddox, there is reason to expect
a fund of invaluable information.

Scutage Rolls—Certificates and acknowledgments of Ser-
vice—Writs for the performance of Military Service, and
Returns thereto-—~Commissions for the collection of aids,
talliages, and other documents relating either to com-
pulsory taxation, or to grants voluntarily made to the
Crown. _

Proceedings in the County Courts, &c., and other local
jurisdictions, in which any pecuniary aids were granted
to the Sovereign, or in which any public business was
transacted. '

Assizes, Ordinances, and other Legislative proceedings,
and the few Writs of Summons. And lastly,

All the Passages in the Chronicles relating to the proceedings
of Great Councils, Parliaments, and other assemblies of
a similar description.

In editing these documents, it will be necessary to add the
same English apparatus as in the Parliamentary Writs; and for
the following reasons: The Records must be printed in fac-
simile, or with the contractions. It is thus only, that an
authentic copy can be given; but in this shape they are not
easily deciphered by those who are unaccustomed to the charac-
ter and the language. By reducing their contents into tables,
the Records are made to explain themselves by juxtaposition.
In a work printed by the authority of a Public Board, any theo-
retical commentary would be entirely inadmissible. But the
explanation derived from the arrangement of the matter in a
tabular form, enables every reader to judge of the nature and
bearing of the documents, and to draw his own conclusions.

The Commissioners will probably think it advisable, that the
future volumes of the work should be brought out with as much

PART II. G
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expedition as possible; but as it is expedient to divide the
volume according to reigns, it will not be practicable to ensure
the completion of a volume at any stated period, though, on the
average, the Editor does not feel any doubt but that a Part, or
Division, containing one thousand pages, or thereabouts, may be
produced with facility in the course of each year.

The Commissioners will observe that the Editor has not hitherto
been empowered to make the necessary searches in the Bodleian
Library, or in the Exchequer Repositories ; and he respectfully
solicits directions concerning such searches. ® * * * * *

No. I.
Abstract of Collections for the Complete Edition of the Rolls and
Records of Parliament.

Toweg.

Parliamentary Petitions and Bills, sorted and transcribed for
the Press— :

Ed. I.—Anmn. 7,9, 11, 16, 25, 38, and of various years, of
which the exact date is not yet ascertained.

Ed. II.—Ann. 1, 4, 5, 9, 12, 18, 14, 15, 20, and of various
years, of which the exact date is not yet ascertained.

Ed. III.—Ann. 28, and of various years, of which the exact
date is not yet ascertained.

Ric. II.—Ann. 1, 5, 7, 11, 13, 17, and of various years, of
which the exact date is not ascertained.

Hen. IV.—Ann. 3, and of various years, of which the exact
date is not yet ascertained.

Hen. V.—Ann. 2, 9, and of various years, of which the exact
date is not yet ascertained.

Hen. VI.—Ann. 1, 38, 4, 6, 7, 8,9, 10, 15, 28, and of various
years of which the exact date is not yet ascertained.

Ed. IV.—Various years, of which the exact date is not yet
ascertained.

N.B. All the above-mentioned Transcripts of Petitions have
been arranged, and bound in 66 volumes.

The Petitions of various years are by far the most numerous.
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The first set was produced to the Editor in 1822; and the
transcription and collation thereof was completed in 1825: they
belong principally to the earlier reigns. A second set consists
of Petitions, chiefly of the reigns of Hen. IV. V. and VL.
produced to the Editor in 1826. There are several bags and
hampers of unsorted Petitions yet in the White Tower.

Writs of Election and Returns and Writs de Expensis, printed,
and transcribed for the Press— _

Ed. I.—Ann. 18, 25, 26, 28, 29, 30, 33, 34, 35. All the
above are printed in the First Volume of the Parliamentary
Writs.

Ed. IL.—Ann. 1, 2, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 12, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18,
19, 20. All printed in the Second Volume of the Parliamentary
Writs.

Ed. III.—Ann. 1, 2, 4, 5, 6, 7, 9, 10, 11, 12, 14, 15, 18, 21,
22, 24, 25, 26, 27, 29, 31, 34, 36, 37, 38, 39, 42,43, 46, 47, 50.

Ric. IL.—Amn. 1, 2, 8, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 15, 16,
17, 20.

Hen. IV.—Ann. 1, 8, 7, 8, 12.

Hen. V.—Ann. 1, 2.

(The remainder of the Writs and Returns for the Reign of
Hen. V. and the whole of Hen. VI. and Ed. IV. remain to be
transcribed.)

The Writs of Election and Returns have been taken as they
have been produced to the Editor, from a press in the Wakefield
Tower, appropriated to Parliamentary Proceedings. It appears
from the Petyt Collections, that the original Writs and Returns,
23, 24 Edward I. (v. P. W. vol. i. p. 33, 34.), were formerly
in the Office of the King’s Remembrancer. Transcripts of the
Returns made to the Writs of the 38 Henry III. are extant in
the Museum (Bib. Cott. Claud. C. IL.), apparently from Ori-
ginals in the Tower ; but such Originals have not yet been found.

The series of the Returns for the City of London, for the
reigns of Edward I. II. III. and Richard II. has been completed
from the City Books; and a few for Winchelsea have been col-
lected from the portions of the Town Records now in the
Museum.

G2
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Procurations of. the Clergy—

Ed. I. and II.—Various years, printed in the two volumes
of Parliamentary Writs.

" Ed. IIL.—Various years.—It is expected that some of these
documents for later reigns will be found amongst the unsorted
Petitions.

General Parliamentary Collections—

John.—Rolls searched, and a part of matter transcribed.

Hen. III.—Rolls searched, &c. Scutage Rolls transcribed.
Bound in eight volumes.

" Ed. I.—Rolls searched, and all the matter relating to Parlia-

mentary Proceedings and to Military Service transcribed. Ori-
ginal Military Returns transcribed. Extracts made from In-
quisitions, to illustrate the descents of individuals summoned
by special writ, usually considered as Parliamentary Barons.
Bound in nine volumes. (The published volume is in part
composed of the above-mentioned extracts.)

Ed. II.—The like.

Ed. III. and subsequent reigns.—Rolls partially searched, and
documents transcribed.

33 and 85 Ed. I. and 14 Ed. II.  Proceedings in Parlia-
ment, from the Vetus Codex, or Black Book.

CHAPTER HOUSE.

Ric. I. John, and Hen. ITI.—Rolls of the Curia Regis searched
for Documents explanatory of the origin and jurisdiction of the
Great Council and Parliament, and matter in part transcribed.
Bound in eight volumes. It will be necessary to inspect the
chirographs of fines in the early reigns, in order to collect the.
names of the individuals composing the Curia Regis, which ap-
pear more fully from these documents than from any other
sources.

52 Hen. ITI.—Rolls of Proceedings pursuant to the Edict of
Kenilworth, transcribed. Bound in one volume.

Ed. I. and IL.—Rolls of Placita coram Rege searched, and all
inrolments relating to Parliament and Parliamentary Proceedings .
transcribed. Bound in thirteen volumes. These supply many
documents not found upon the Rolls in the Tower; and they
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also furnish more perfect copies of many which are there in-
rolled.

Rolls of Parliament, 18, 23, 26, 28, 29, 30, 33, and 35
Ed. I. transcribed. The Lords edition of the Rolls of Parlia-
ment, by Messrs. Astle and Morant, was made from Transcripts
which did not faithfully represent the original Records.

11 Ed. I.—Taxation Roll of the Borough of Ipswich, tran-

scribed.
BRITISH MUSEUM.

In this Repository all the principal Lieger Books, Chartularies,
Historical and Legal Volumes and Collections, as well as the
original Charters, have been carefully examined, and the Parlia-
mentary and Constitutional Documents have been noted, or
transcribed. - The Transcripts have been bound in twenty-four
volumes. (Part of these Transcripts are printed in the Parlia-
mentary Writs, Vols. I. and II.) These Collections are too
numerous and varied to admit of being stated in detail; but
amongst them are the following—

Acts and Proceedings of the Council, 3 Richard II. to 36
Henry VI. including many Parliamentary Proceedings. Bound
in eight volumes.

Custumals of Torkesay, Fordwich, Reading, Sandwich, and -
Winchelsea. Bound in two volumes.

Assizes of Henry II.

PUBLIC LIBRARY, CAMBRIDGE.

Parliamentary Documents transcribed from the Register of
Henry de Estre, Prior of Canterbury. Printed in Parliamentary
Writs, Vol. 1.

Transcript made of a manuscript of the Registrum Brevium
of the time of Henry III. being the earliest copy known; and
which, by showing what were the Writs de Cursu in the early
part of the reign of Ed. I. affords the means of judging of the
cases in which it was necessary to apply to the Council in Par-
liament, as the authority by which special Writs were issued.
(As the regulations of the Public Library do not allow any Ma-
nuscripts, or even the Catalogue to be inspected, except in the '
presence of a Master of Arts, the Editor has been compelled to
confine his examinations to a very few volumes. The volumes
used, were taken out of the Library upon bond.)
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LINCOLN’S INN, LIBRARY.

Some of the Lieger Books and other MSS. have been exa-
mined, and documents transcribed. Partly printed in the Par-
liamentary Writs, Vol. I. (In consequence of the restrictions
imposed by the will of Sir Matthew Hale, there is great diffi-
culty in using these Manuscripts, which the Editor hopes will
be removed by the Benchers.)

INNER TEMPLE LIBRARY.

Petyt Collections examined, and such documents as are not
accessible in the original Records, transcribed. Partly printed
in the Parliamentary Writs, Vol. I.

ARCHBISHOP OF CANTERBURY’S REGISTRY, LAMBETH PALACE.

The Registers of Archbishops Peckham, Winchelsea, and
Reynolds, including the reigns of Edward I. and IIL., have been
searched, and all the documents relating to Parliament, and to
the parliamentary privileges of the Clergy, have been transcribed.
In part printed in the Parliamentary Writs, Vols. I. and II.
Searches to be made for the subsequent reigns.

CHAPTER HOUSE, CANTERBURY CATHEDRAL.

The same searches have been made as last mentioned, and all
matter transcribed, to the close of the reign of Richard II. In
part printed in the Parliamentary Writs, Vols. I. and II.

TOWN CLERK’S OFFICE, GUILDHALL.

The Letter Books of the city of London, A. to H., comprising
the reigns of Edward I. II. and III. and Richard II. examined,
and all documents relating to Parliamentary, or Constitutional,
History transcribed. Bound in three volumes. In part printed
in the Parliamentary Writs, Vols. I. and II. Searches to be
continued for subsequent reigns.

TOWN CLERK’S OFFICE, IPSWICH.

Black Book of Ipswich transcribed. This volume contains
the Customs of the Borough; the Proceedings which took place
when the First Charter was granted by King John, a. r. 1°; and
the Admissions of the Foreign Burgesses. The Editor hopes
to be able to obtain the use of a similar volume, preserved in
the Town Clerk’s Office at Norwich.

'N.B.—No searches have been made amongst the Records of
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the Court of Exchequer—in the Bodleian Library—or in any
Corporate, or Ecclesiastical Archives, except such as are above
mentioned—the Editor not having been furnished with the means
or the authority which would enable him to do so (1).

Progress of Printing.
Parliamentary Writs, Vol. 1. containing 293 sheets, or 1172 pages.
Began 18th October, 1825.
Completed July, 1827.
Parliamentary Writs, Vol. II.—Began 1st October, 1827.
1st Division, containing 188 sheets, or 752 pages, completed
February, 1830.
2d Division, containing 265 sheets, or 1,060 pages, completed
February, 1830,
3d Division, containing  sheets, or  pages, printed
1831.

(1) [A similar account of searches made by the Editor of the new edition of
the Rolls of Parliament in Record Offices, and in other depositories, is printed
Sessional Papers, House of C Record Commission, 12 June, 1829.]




THE PARLIAMENTARY WRITS.

( . ed soqi0 om jo ‘proy |
-peq jo umop om jo SHSSAODUNTWOD
‘uogjog uyor pue *uosrug uyor ‘shan( wyor
Savdg Aoy ‘PomopN uyor ‘young. uyop
Masms_saa SUWPYIIA| | ‘Oyoug wyop ‘wnpy sowoy] . ‘pufpag sow

A

Mo <OY ‘USPSRODIQ O] “‘PoIsy1E) wonp gl |
o nnoq snunpPHUIA| | pomsunf JaSoy pue ‘SIATTIVE ‘wmsfiaq ‘unIe
$010YN Y431 P4vYOYY ‘pI0JPRY JO HOXVIN 8 Jo seAyy
‘quay uyor pue’ U0 3y} jo ‘piojpeg =00 9y Iaye
Jo Aunoy) oy Jo Juoyg ‘pumpjryg sowoyy ¥xou Kepuopy 1dag 97
\u3aM35q 100300 B[ ‘pIojpag 18 opew axmuapuy| (uo “tojsurumsapy AONG6Y 3 PLPL) fansop| 3 Yivl
[ ydnosg pres 843 30 SVIINOAWINOD » | [
8y} jo juesse smowrueun oy} Yym—Cyred
Joyio oy} jo ‘projpag jo ySnosog oy jo
SUSSADYNG ‘4noqing wvyp gy pue ‘quay
UYOL 'UISDLET uSUIG ‘UOITUIID A DL Y401 J

88

m ‘piojpeg semoy,
INOISIAYIDY) SNWBI[IIAY | | P4OYINY ‘amo(] woyp ‘1jomop] uyor ‘wawo) g
fiafoa ‘paoflayg woyugg Yisung seSoy
‘pisung, uyor pue ‘ued auo ayy jo ‘piojpeg ‘Igsey jo
Jo bunop oy jo yuays ‘Rungsapfiy swwoy | | sysap ooy, ‘TeI 25
Lusomieq ‘Aepy 1 ‘piojpog e opew aimyuspuy Lur ‘rojsuraysopy [Kepgp1| 1 eIpl|‘msopm| 1 (3821
*A ‘USH ‘A “USE]
‘v Qv ‘d v “
*ON |*a8ed | QANYNLAY SNOSHAJ ‘NYNLIA CARKCRA

(7124 190 snding ‘paofopag) pioypog

‘aInjuapu] £q suInjayy jo Iepude) fo uw2dg— 11 *0 N




CHAPTER XXII.
THE FEDERA.

———

[From the general Introduction to the Work.]

I.— Origin and Progress of the Work intitled the Feedera.

1. Of this national Work, intitled, Federa, Conven-
tiones, Littere, et cujuscunque generis Acta Publica inter
Reges Anglie, et alios quosvis Imperatores, Reges, Pon-
tifices, Principes, vel Communitates, ab ineunte Seculo
Duodecimo, viz. ab anno 1101, ad nostra usque tempora
habita, aut tractata.—Ex Autographis, infra secretiores
Archivorum Regiorum Thesaurarias, per multa secula
reconditis, fideliter excripta.—Accurante Thoma Ry-
mer, §c.—The first fourteen volumes were published in
Rymer’s life-time; the fifteenth and sixteenth, which he
had prepared for the press, were published after his death
by Robert Sanderson, his assistant, afterwards Usher of
the Rolls; by whom also was added a seventeenth volume,
with an extensive apparatus of indexes: the work was
continued by the same hand in three succeeding volumes,
making in the whole twenty volumes folio. From any
thing we can learn from Rymer to the contrary, the mate-
rials of these sixteen volumes were selected and arranged
by himself: he does not intimate that he had seen any
previous plan, or had any digests, tables, or calendars, to
facilitate his researches; nor does he give the slightest
intimation of these things, even in his Dedication to Queen
Anne, under whose authority the Work was undertaken ;
but by his labours, industry, and accuracy, he has deserved
well of his country in particular, and of Europe in ge-
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neral. (1) His Work does lasting honour to the enlarged
views and munificence of those sovereigns under whose
auspices it was projected, conducted, and published ; and
perhaps there were few, if any, men in his day, who could
have executed a design with so much accuracy and suc-
cess, at once as difficult and complex as it was important
and useful. (2)

(1) [Notices of the contents of the first eighteen volumes of the onginal
edition of the Feedera may be seen in the various numbers of the Acta Erudito-
rum, that appeared between the years 1708 and 1729. The German critics
announced the commencement of the undertaking in the following terms :—
“¢ Splendidum opus imo regium hic exhibetur, ed Principe dignum, quam
suscipit et amat cum Britannis Europa, si illos inde secludas, quibus metum
injicit atque terrorem. Annam dicimus, serenissimam Britanniz Reginam,
que, quamdiu felici suos moderatur imperio, non libertatem solum publicam
vindicare, sed artes etiam quascunque bonas visa est fovere clementissime.
Illius jussu patent nunc archivorum regiorum thesauri, splendido, nec con-
temnendo ad alios exemplo, quos 2que benignos literis optamus, publicati.
Quod dum celebramus, non est tacenda nobis Perillustris Viri, Caroli Halli-
faxii, munificentia, cui librum in publicis officinis nequaquam prostantem debe-
mus.* Nobilissimus horum monumentorum collector Rymerus a Seculo XII.
facit initium, quo ineunte imperium capessivit Henricus I. ad nostra usque
tempora lab hunc perducturus. Singulis Tomis Indicem lemmatum chro-
nologicum praemisit, nominum propriorum, que ibidem sunt obvia, subjunxit.
Ex octo autem, qui hactenus prodiere Tomis, (nam plures adhuc expectantur, )
primum jam exhibemus, notaturi quadam loco speciminis, plurima vero brevi-
tatis memores pratermissuri.” — Acta Eruditorum, anno 1709, pp. 529—536.
See also ibid. 1710, pp. 2256—232; ibid. 1711, pp. 239—249; ibid. 1712,
pp- 97—106 ; ibid. 1713, pp. 8—16 ; ibid. 1715, pp. 49—60, and pp. 315—
318 ; ibid. 1721, pp. 506—510; ibid. 1728, pp. 1983—197; Supplementa,
1711, pp. 329—336; ibid. 1717, pp. 289—292; ibid. 1721, pp. 243—252.
The reviewers thus conclude their notice of the eighteenth volume (one of the
volumes of which Robert Sanderson was the editor) : ¢ Ceterum ut summeo
publice et literariz rei emolumento Tomi hunc insecuturi, Cel. Sandersoni cura
laudatissima, quantocyus quoad fieri potest, lucem aspiciant, ex animo vove-
mus.”’—Acta Eruditorum, anno 1728, p. 197. See also Nicolson, English His-
torical Library, p. 148.]

(2) [*“ The important collection of historical documents usually designated
Rymer’s Federa has long been known to the learned throughout Europe, as it

* [T have one copy given me by Lord Hallifax.”—(Menckenius.) Du
Fresnoy, New Method of Studying History, by Rawlinson, vol. ii. p. 464.]
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Upon inquiring into the origin and progress of this great
Work, we find, that although its beginnings are almost
imperceptible, it had a slow but steady growth for 126
years previously to the publication of the first volume.
We need not consider the various attempts made in
remote reigns (3) to methodize and arrange the invalu-
able materials, which came at last under the hands of.
Rymer, as essentially serviceable to his undertaking; be-
cause the attempts were either partial, or abortive; and
the Tables, Calendars, and Indexes thus made, either
perished, or became private property. But Sir Joseph
Ayloffe has published an excellent work on this subject,
entitled, Calendars of the Ancient Charters, &c. to which
is prefixed, (4) “ An Introduction giving some Information
of the State of the Public Records, from the Conquest to
the present Time;” from whence we may collect an account
of the materials out of which the Federa grew, and may
discern the form, arrangement, and even the title, which
the Work has assumed. The author of this Introduction
informs us, that, in 1567, Queen Elizabeth, taking into

has formed the chief source whence historians have derived their materials.
The variety and interest of its contents scarcely admit of being classed, or de-
fined. The work forms, in fact, an inexhaustible store-house for historians,
antiquaries, and biographers ; and whatever may be the object of inquiry con-
nected with the middle ages, the Federa is one of the first books consulted. If
the expression may be permitted, it is, in fact, the ** Bible of Antiquaries;” for,
as the greater part of the documents were taken from contemporary Records,
the accuracy of what is there found renders the information of infinitely greater
value than the statement of Chroniclers, whose narratives it often corrects,
almost always illustrates, and, what is of not less importance, sometimes con-
firms. No historical student can possibly proceed with his labours, nor is any
historical library complete, without this invaluable collection. Its utility has
been manifested by the testimony of the learned of this as well as of other
countries for more than a century, and by the constant reference, which is made
to it in every work of the least historical pretensions.”— Nicolas on the Public
Records, pp. 28, 29.]

(3) [See ante, Part L. pp. 12, et seq.  See also, ibid. p. 237.]

(4) [See ante, Part 1. pp. 1 and 306.]
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consideration the confused and perilous state in which the
Records of the Parliament then lay, issued a warrant,
directed to Sir William Cordel, Master of the Rolls, to
deliver into the hands of William Bowyer, the keeper of
the Records within the Tower of London, all the Parlia-
ment, Patent, Treasurers, Close and Fine Rolls, Bundles-
of Escheats, Inquisitions, Attainders, and Surrenders, and
all the other Rolls and Records whatsoever, of her Chan-
cery, for the several reigns of Richard III., Henry VIL,
Henry VIII, and Edward VI. And we are further-
informed, that Bowyer was the first who reduced the-
Tower Records into good order; and then digested
and made Repertories of them. This compilation was
contained in six large volumes folio; and in forming it,
the author spent eight years and above 1000Z. of his own
money.—Ayloffe, Introd. p. xxviii. It is true, the fruits -
of this laborious man’s industry are not now to be found ;
but when, or how, they were lost cannot at this distance of
time be ascertained. Having done so much for the Re-
cords of the Parliament and Chancery, the Queen extended
her care to the other Courts; for she directed Arthur
Agarde, one of the deputy Chamberlains of the Exche-
quer, to sort and digest, not only all the Records in the
four Treasuries of the Exchequer, but also all the original
Leagues and Treaties of Peace, Truce, Alliance, and
Marriage between England and foreign nations; and to
make Calendars of them.—Ayloffe, Introd. p. xxix. This
work the industrious author completed in the succeeding
reign ; and it may be observed that the Queen’s direction
to him contains the very articles, that constitute the title,
which Rymer has given to his collection. The papers of
Agarde falling into the hands of Thomas Powell, he pub-
lished them, first in 1622, and afterwards with considerable
additions in 1631, in a small quarto, under the following
title: The Repertorie of Records remaining in the four
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Treasuries on the Receipt Side at Westminster, the two
Remembrancers of the Exchequer : with a short introduc-
tory Index of the Records of the Chancery and Tower;
as also a perfect Calendar of all the Records remaining in
the office of Records at the Tower of London in the years
of King John, Henry III., Edward I., Edward II., Ed-
ward III., Richard IL., Henry IV., Henry V., and Edward
IV.(5) Though this is a very brief Work, it contains a
vast fund of information, and bears every mark of good
judgment and unimpeachable accuracy ; and Rymer must
have been considerably indebted to it.

In 1661 the care of the Tower Records was confided
to William Prynne. This laborious antiquary is said to
have brought to light great numbers of ancient and valu-
able Parliamentary and other Records, which he sorted,
marshalled, and arranged in such method, that by the
assistance of the Tables and Calendars, which he made,
any person might have easy access to any of the Records.
—Ayloffe, Introd. p. xxxvi. Of his extraordinary dili-
gence his own voluminous works are a sufficient testimony.
The eract Abridgment of the Records in the Tower of
London from the reign of King Edward II. to that of
King Richard II1., which he published from the papers
of Sir Robert Cotton, fol. Lond. 1657, was a very valuable
work in its time: but as it relates almost solely to the Par-
liamentary Records, it could be but of little use in the plan
of the Feedera ; though other Collections of the same labo-
rious antiquary have doubtless contributed their quota of
help.

Soon after King William and Queen Mary’s accession,
Robert Harley, afterwards Earl of Oxford, formed a plan
for printing, at the public expense, all the Leagues, Trea-
ties, Alliances, Capitulations, and Confederacies, which had

(5) [See ante, Part I. pp. 346, 347.]
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at any time been made between the Crown of England and
other kingdoms, princes, and states ; intermixed with such
Instruments and Papers of State as either more immedi-
ately related to them, or were curious and useful in illus-
trating the English History; and by the recommendation
of the Earl of Halifax, Rymer, then Historiographer Royal,
was appointed to carry it into execution. That Rymer
might have every facility towards the accomplishment of
so great and useful a Work, he received Queen Mary’s
Warrant, dated August 20th, 1693, empowering him,
 to transcribe and publish all the Leagues, Treaties,
Alliances, Capitulations, and Confederacies, which have
at any time been made between the Crown of England
and any other kingdoms, princes, and states, as a work
highly conducing to our service and the honour of this
our realm.” And the same warrant gave him liberty of
access to all the different repositories of the public Re-
cords. To this was added, an order of the King in
Council, dated April 12th, 1694, to the Lord Keeper of
the Great Seal, commanding him ¢‘ to cause a Writ to be
sealed and directed to the Right Honourable the Lords
Commissioners of his Majesty’s Treasury, and the Cham-
berlains of the Exchequer, authorizing and requiring them
to deliver, or cause to be delivered, to Mr. Thomas Rymer,
all Leagues, Treaties, &c. remaining in the several Trea-
suries of the Exchequer, which he shall have occasion for
and desire.”

Thus encouraged and assisted, Rymer commenced his
work, and published his first volume in 1704, eleven years
after the date of the first Warrant. It seems that, at an
early period of the undertaking, he had employed Robert
Sanderson as an assistant, as we find him included with
Rymer in a third Warrant issued by Queen Anne, dated
May 3d, 1707, giving them conjointly the same authority
to search, transcribe, and publish, as by the preceding
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instruments was given to Rymer alone. These Warrants
are all printed in the first Volume of the 8vo. edition of
the Acta Regia(6), Lond. 1731, pp. xi—xiii. We have

(6) [Acta Regia; or an Account of the Treaties, Letters, and Instruments
between the Monarchs of England and Foreign Powers, published in Mr. Ry-
mer’s Fadera. Translated from the French of M. Rapin, as published by
M. Le Clerc. Published monthly.

The Acta Regia is what it professes to be, “ An Account of Mr. Rymer’s
Federa.” There are in some compilations references to Nichols’ Anecdotes of
Bowyer, (pp. 54 and 74, 4to edition,) and to Dr. Rawlinson’s Translation of
Du Fresnoy’s New Method of Studying History, (vol. i. p. 229,) for informa-
tion on this great work. The former contains only two short notes upon Rymer
and Sanderson, and their undertaking. The latter has this note : *“ As far as
Mr. Rymer went he has been very faulty and partial, but the world has reason
to expect a more useful, select, and careful collection from Mr. George Holmes,
Deputy Record Keeper of the Tower, a man of excellent judgment and equal
skill.” Menckenius, under whose care the Leipzig edition of Du Fresnoy ap-
peared, observes that ¢ Sanderson’s character is much superior to his predecessor
in the undertaking.” —Du Fresnoy by Rawlinson, vol. ii. p. 464.

In December, 1788, Mr. Astle addressed to-a Select Committee of the House
of Lords a letter respecting Rymer and his work, which the reader will perhaps
think that it is not improper to introduce in this place.

“¢ Your Lordships having been pleased to ask my opinion concerning the
accuracy of the Federa by Rymer and Sanderson, and conceiving it to be my
duty to pay attention to any Question coming from your Lordships, I desire
permission to lay before the Committee what has since occurred to me, and
what I have been able to collect concerning the reputation of the Editors of
this work, as well as of the work itself. I find that in the year 1692 Mr. Rymer
was appointed Historiographer to King William ; his first Warrant empowering
him to search the Public Records, for the materials, which compose the Federa,
is dated August 26, 1693. His authorities were renewed by Warrant from
Queen Anne, dated May 3d, 1707, when Mr. Sanderson was joined with him
in the undertaking. Mr. Rymer died December 14th, 1713 ; he was esteemed
a man of considerable learning, and is generally allowed to have been an ex-
cellent antiquary and historian. After his death Mr. Sanderson continued to
add to the Collections for the'Faedem, and February 15th, 1717, a Warrant
was issued by his Majesty King George the First to Robert Sanderson, Esq.
alone to continue the work ; who in that year published the 17th volume of the
Federa. The 18th volume, published by Mr. Sanderson in 1726, contains a
remarkable Dedication to his Majesty, wherein he speaks of the importance of
the work, and observes that he had been employed in it above thirty years. The
first impression of the seventeen volumes of this work having become scarce,
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already seen that fourteen volumes of this work were pub-
lished during the life-time of Rymer, who died the same
year in which the 14th was printed, viz. 1713. The 15th
and 16th he left prepared for the press, which, with the
17th, were published in the course of the four following
years, by Sanderson his assistant, who afterwards added
the three additional Volumes already mentioned.(7) Thus
was completed what mé,y be properly termed the first
edition of the Feedera, begun in 1704, and completed in
1717. This edition soon becoming very scarce, Jacob
Tonson obtained the royal privilege and license of King
George I., for the sole printing and publishing a new
edition of the Faedera, for the term of fourteen years. In
this work he engaged George Holmes, deputy keeper of
the Tower Records, as editor, who states that this second
edition (8) was by him, “ ad originales Chartas in Turri
Londinensi denuo summi fide collata et emendata.”
It appears, that in the course of passing these volumes
through the press, Holmes had discovered and corrected
a number of errors. These he collected in a separate
volume, which he published with the following title: Tke

Jacob Tonson obtained a Royal License for reprinting the same; and in the
Title-page to the Second Edition, published in 1727, it is expressed to be
¢ Editio Secunda ad Originales Chartas in Turri Londinensi denuo summa fide
collata et emendata, Studio Georgij Holmes.” The 19th volume was published
in 1732, with a Dedication to his late Majesty, wherein Mr. Sanderson speaks
of the importance of this great work, and of the sources from whence it was
drawn. The 20th volume was published in 1735, which is also Dedicated to
his late Majesty. Mr. Sanderson died December 25th, 1741, with the reputa-
tion of an industrious antiquary. I beg leave to.acquaint your Lordships, that,
for a course of twenty-five years and upwards, I have had frequent occasion to
consult the Federa, which I have considered as a work of authority. Iam,
with the greatest deference and respect,” &c.]

(7) [These three additional volumes are adapted both to the first and the second
editions. ‘“ Les trois derniers volumes publiés par Rob. Sanderson, sont les
mémes pour I'une et I'autre édition.” Brunet, Manuel du Libraire, art. Rymer.]

(8) [London, 1727—1735.]
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The Emendations in the New Edition of Mr. Rymer's
Feedera, published for the use of those gentlemen who
are possessed of the former edition. London, printed for
J. Tonson, in the Strand, 1730, fol. pp. 57, containing
114 columns.—These emendations extend to the conclu-
sion of vol. xv. and seem to be the result of his revision
of the sheets of the original work either for, or from, the
press. Many of these emendations, it is true, are of con-
siderable importance ; but he has not corrected one fourth
part of the errors found in the original edition: others are
of very little consequence, consisting chiefly in correcting
infinitives by gerunds; alterations in the names of persons
and places ; putting Cart. for Claus. and Claus. for Pat.
&c. ; the greater part are mere typographical corrections.
We have sufficient proof that Holmes did not collate the
Papersat the Tower with any tolerable degree of care, (9)
from the very many omissions discovered on re-collation,
not of words only, but in many instances even of sentences;
for instance, in vol. 1, p. 89, ¢ Excambium factum inter
Archiep’ Cantuar’ & Ep'um Roffens’,” (Cart. Antig.
c. 17.) there is a sentence, consisting of twenty-five
words, entirely omitted, by which the sense is completely
destroyed. Rymer, not knowing how to act, has placed a
mark 1 in the margin, opposite to the place, to indicate
that the sense, from some cause or other, was not clear.
In the second edition, Holmes has printed the article as
left by Rymer, with a similar mark in the margin; when,

(9) [Mr. Nicolas, after remarking that doubt is thrown upon the assertion
that Holmes did collate the press with the origina s n the Tower, proceeds to
observe: * To what extent Holmes may have don . <o, it is impossible, without
a careful examination, to state ; but this much is certain, that he did collate
numerous documents, that he thereby corrected important errors, and supplied
numerous omissions, because the writer of this tract lately saw the copy of the
first edition which Holmes used for the purpose, and convinced himself, by col-
lation, that those corrections were made in the second edition.”—Nicolas on the
Public Records, p. 30. But see a subsequent page.]

PART II. H
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had he only turned to the Carie Antiquee as referred to
by Rymer, and which were under his own immediate care,
he might have discovered the omitted sentence. In this
volume of Emendations, none are found for vol. xiv.; and
as Holmes does not appear to have carried his corrections
beyond the twelfth volume, the remaining eight must have
been carried through the press by Sanderson alone. This
edition also becoming scarce and high priced, a new edi-
tion was undertaken at the Hague, in 1738 or 39, which
was completed in ten volumes folio, printed with consider-
able elegance, on a much smaller letter than either of the
preceding editions. In this edition, the Feedera, properly
speaking, is included in the first nine volumes; the tenth
is occupied with a very copious general Index, and with
the Analysis of the whole work, published in French by
M. Rapin, entitled Abrégé Historique des Actes Publics
& Angleterre, recuellis par Thomas Rymer ; and known
in England by the title of Acta Regia. This Analysis
was begun by Le Clerc, (10) as a critique, or review, in the
Bibliothéque Choisie,(11) continued by Rapin to the con-
clusion of the 17th volume, and brought down by an
unknown hand to the conclusion of Sanderson’s supple-
mentary volumes. This tenth volume is the most valu-
able part of that edition.(12)

(10) [The extract (Abregé Historique, p. 1,) ** est le seul que Mr. Le Clerc
ait fait: tous les autres sont de Mr. de Rapin.”]

(11) [Le Clerc, Bibliothéque Choisie, pour servir de suite & la Bibliothéque
Universelle, tome xvi. art. 1. pp. 1—61. Recueil d’ Actes Anciens, qui se trouvent
m Angleterre par Mr. Rymer.]

(12) [“ The chief recommendations of the Hague edition are, 1. Its consist
ing of only ten volumes ; 2. The insertion of one hundred and seven Letters
from Queen Mary to Foreign Princes and States between 1564 and 1558, from
the originals in the library of the Duke of Kent ; 3. Greater topographical ac-
curacy ; 4. The Abregé Historique ; 5. A General Index to the whole work.
The two London editions have no Index to the last three volumes; and the
only Indexes to the seventeen preceding volumes are merely Locorum et Nomi-
num, which are divided into seventeen parts, corresponding with each volume,
and sometimes require as many distinct searches. With these advantages,
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The Feedera commences with a Convention between
Henry 1., King of England, and Robert Earl of Flanders,
made at Dover, on the 16th of the calends of June,
A. D. 1101, in the 1st year of Henry's reign; and the
last instrument with a date is a Letter from Paris, of
March 22d, 1654, the sixth year of the reign of King
Charles II.  After this Letter there are two others with-
out dates, but their contents show that they were written
some time in the same year. The whole compilation,
therefore, includes the period of 553 years. But it should
be remarked, that in the reigns of Henry I., Stephen,
Henry II., and Richard I., there are not less than sixty-
seven years for which no kind of instrument is found in
the preceding edition.

After Rymer’s death, an endeavour was made by the
House of Lords to examine the Repositories of the public
Records, to ascertain their contents and the state of pre-
servation in which they were found. The account of this
measure is as follows: On December 9th, 1718, an order
was issued by the House of Lords, appointing Committees
“ to view the Records of the Court of Chancery in the
Tower, and those fit to be carried thither ; and to consider
what place there, is proper to receive them; and likewise
to view all such other public Records as they shall think
fit, and in what manner and place the same are now kept.”
This order was carried into execution, and very important
proceedings took place in consequence; and a Report

however, there are defects in the Hague edition, which have not been pointed
out. Each volume is divided into four parts, separately paged, which not only
needlessly burthens the memory in using the Index, but produces great incon-
venience, as there are four pages with the same number in each volume. The
General Index is extremely defective and inaccurate, and can never be de-
pended upon. . It must be noticed, however, as a merit, that a reference occurs
in each page of the work to the corresponding page in the second London edi-
tion ; and, on the whole, the Hague edition may be recommended as the most
convenient and valuable.””—Nicolas on the Public Records, pp. 30, 31.]

H2
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from the Committees was laid before the House of Lords,
- April 16th, 1719, which, with an humble address, was

laid before his Majesty, April 17th, and his Majesty was
graciously pleased, on the 18th of the said month, to order
that the measures therein recommended should be car-
ried into execution. By an order of the Lords, the whole
proceedings relative to this business were printed for the
use of their Lordships.(13) The copy to which this refers
bears date London, 1723. In the Report made to the
Lords on this occasion, a general view is given of the
following offices, their contents, and the state of the
materials found in them: 1. The Tower. 2. The Rolls
Chapel. 3. The Pipe Office. 4. King’s Remembrancer’s
Office. 5. Treasurer’s Remembrancer’s Office. And
6. The Augmentation Office.

Thus we have seen by what slow steps this important
national Work was brought into being, and raised to a
comparative state of perfection; 1st, A variety of pre-
disposing Acts, for the preservation and arrangement of
the public Records, prepared its way, by furnishing the
materials ; 2dly, The Earl of Oxford’s love of literature,
and zeal for the honour of his country, suggested the plan,
according to which the important undertaking was con~
ducted ; and 3dly, The munificence of three British sove-
reigns, directing and encouraging the industry of Rymer
and Sanderson, brought it before the public.

Il.—Materials of which the Feedera is composed, and
Sources from whence derived.

Sect. 1. The materials of which the Federa is com-.
posed are, generally speaking, of a most important nature.
England, from the remotest period of its history, has borne
a distinguished part among the nations of I Europe, and its
connexions with foreign states have always been extensive
and powerful. A Diplomatic History, therefore, of such

(13) [See before, Part I. p. 14.]
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interests and connexions, from the invasion of England by
‘William Duke of Normandy, down to our own times, con-
taining all the Leagues, Treaties, Capitulations, Mani-
festoes and Correspondence, which have taken place be-
tween this country and other states and sovereigns, must
be of great importance not only to this country, but to
‘Europe at large. Such a history, the Collection now
technically called the Feedera, from the first word of its
running-title, presents; taken in every point of view, it is
of the highest interest to the statesman, the lawyer, and
the historian. It is true that the original editor, through
hurry, or precipitancy, has permitted many things to enter
into the great mass, some of which are of little, others are
of minor consequence: yet it is not perhaps going too far
to say, that there are very few papers in the whole col-
lection that may not be found, in reference to partlcu]ar
subjects, deserving of insertion.

Sect. 2. With respect to the Sources from whence the
materials of this Work were derived, we have already seen
that Rymer had access, by Royal authority, to all the
public offices and repositories of State Papers, &c. Both
his instruments and margins prove that he collected much
from the Charter, Patent, and Clause Rolls in the Tower,
as well as from the bundles of Letters, Writs, and Miscel-
lanies in the same place; and some few things from the
Charte Antiquee ; from the Bulls in the Chapter-house,
Westminster, and from the ancient Treaties in that office;
from the King’s Remembrancer's office in the Exchequer,
and much from the Cottonian library : he made collections
also at the Chapel of the Rolls, and some gleanings from.
the archives at the Archbishop’s Palace, Lambeth. The’
State Paper Office furnished him with nothing previously
to the reign of Henry VIIL; from that period it is rich
and abundant; and the gleanings left, are more copious’
than the harvest, which he reaped. But there was a source
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of another description, to which he was much indebted,
viz. “ The ancient English Annalists and Historians.”
This has been demonstrated by the fact, that several
papers, whereof the originals are probably no longer
extant, and the only copies are preserved in the above
writers, are found verbatim in Rymer. The proofs of this
have been furnished in great detail to his Majesty’s Com-
missioners on the public Records of the kingdom, but
need not be adduced here. Of this fact the regulations
made by Richard I. at Chinon, on his way to the Holy
Land, A.D. 1190, p. 52, and the Letter of Vetus de
Monte, A.D. 1192, p. 61, afford suflicient proof. It has
been suspected also that Rymer had access to some private
collections, the proprietors of which he has not thought
proper to name ; but these stand without any reference in
the Faedera, and the places of their deposit have been
long and diligently searched for in vain.

III.—Comparative Merits of the different Editions through

which the Feedera has passed.

‘We have already seen that the Feedera passed through
three editions; the first, by Rymer, assisted by Sander-
son; the second, by Holmes and Sanderson; and the
third by the Hague booksellers; but who the editor of
the Dutch edition was does not appear. The first edition,
and the manner in which it was compiled, have been par-
ticularly described in the preceding pages. Though the
second edition professes to be * summi fide collata &
emendata ad originales chartas, &c.,” yet, from what we
have seen, it appears to possess but few excellencies be-
yond the former. Allowing even that Holmes did collate
all the Instruments of the first twelve volumes with the
originals, this could be true of the Instruments in the
Tower only; but multitudes have been collected from
other sources, none of which, we may presume, he pro-
fessed to touch; nor has he, even from the Tower,
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enriched this second edition with a single new article ; nor
‘have even the Omissa added to the first and second vo-
Jumes of Rymer’s edition, been inserted in their proper
places. Those in the reign of Edward I., which amount
to upwards of fifty articles, the originals of which are in
the Tower, have neither been collated nor inserted in their
places: and several instruments taken from the Patent and
Clause Rolls, which were printed in the first edition under
a wrong date, are repeated in the second edition, without
the slightest attempt either at correction, or chronological
arrangement : indeed, some of the Papers from the Tower
are in a more incorrect state than those taken from any
other office ; and particularly the French Papers, which
were transcribed with great carelessness. The third edi-
tion possesses several peculiarities. It appears to have
been undertaken by the Dutch booksellers merely for their
own private advantage; but the person, whom they pro-
cured to superintend the work, was both judicious and
learned.(14) In the title pages of all the volumes, it uni-
formly professes to be formed after the second London
edition; but adds ¢ Editio tertia prioribus longé amplior
& emendatior. Haga Comitis, apud Joannem Neaulme.”
The second volume bears the date 1739—the first and
tenth, that of 1745. It is likely that this edition was begun
in 1738. :

In this re-impression, the following are the peculiarities
referred to above. 1. All the English Papers are trans-
lated into French; but the original is preserved in a
parallel column. 2. At the conclusion of the Federa,

(14) In point of typographical accuracy the third edition is very far superior
to either of the preceding. 1In the Avertisement prefixed to the first volume, the
Editor says, ““ Je ne m’étendrai point sur ce qui la rend préférable aux deux
preﬁ;iém, par rapport a l'exactitude: J’avoue méme qu’on auroit pu pousser
les corrections beauconp plus loin encore qu’on n’a fait, s'il avoit été permis de
donner quelque chose 3 la conjecture, dans des pieces ou tout est sacré.”—
Avertissement de U’ Editeur.
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which ends in the ninth volume, are found, ¢ Epistola
Marie' Regine Angliee, ad extraneos Principes & Res-
publicas’ ab anno 1554 ad annum 1558; desumpte ex
manuscripto’ originali in Bibliothecd Ducis Kantie.”
These letters, probably written by Roger Ascham, are
one hundred and seven in number; and though not of
very great importance, yet some of them tend to throw
light upon the political and ecclesiastical history of that
period, in which both the church and state were brought
to the verge of ruin.(15) 3. A tract, entitled, “ De I'Estat
& Gouvernement do Royaume d’Angleterre, avec une
nouvelle addition des principales Cours du dit Royaume,
& des Officiers d'icelles Cours. Faict 4 la: main le 28
Mars de I'an de Salut 1565, pendant le regne de la Seren-
issime & Excellentissime Princisse la Reine Elizabeth,
par un gentilhomme, Ambassadeur en France pour sa
Majesté, apres [aupres] le Roy Charles IX., de ce nom:.”
The Manuscript from which this was taken is said to have
been “ given by the late Prince of Condé to the Count de
Bethune.” The original of this tract is no other than
Sir Thomas Smith’s Account of the Commonwealth of
England, which was long before this time in print, and
had passed through several editions, both in Latin and
English. (16) 4. The tenth volume is composed of
¢ Abrégé Historique des Actes Publics d’Angleterre,
recuellis par Thomas Rymer.” This is the French ori-
ginal of what is called the Acta Regia, translated by
Stephen Whately. It was begun by Le Clerc, as we have
already seen, and continued by Rapin, and it appears the
Earl of Halifax encouraged him to undertake the work;
and for this purpose had the different volumes of the

. (15) [See Reports from the Commissioners on the Public Records, vol.i.
pp. 119, 122. 138, 139.]

(16) [See. Reports from the Commissioners on the Public Records, vol. iy
pp- 119. 136—138.  See also ibid. p. 139.]
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Feedera sent to him in the course of their publication. It
comprehends more than the English edition, as it gives
-an analysis of the 20th Volume of the Fadera, which is
not found in either the folio, or octavo, edition of the Acta
Regia. 5. It contains also a very copious and useful
Index of the principal matters in the twenty volumes of
the Faédera, but adapted here to the nine volumes of the
'Dutch edition. It is well known that the London editions
have no Index to the last three volumes; and the Index
Nominum and Index Locorum, &c. are printed at the end
of the 17th Volume; and the latter Index is divided into
seventeen parts, each part including the subjects of its
corresponding volume. This is very inconvenient, as
sometimes it may require seventeen distinct searches to
find the subject in question. But in this respect, the
Dutch edition has greatly the advantage of the two
London editions. As the 4brégé Historigque is so inti-
mately connected with the Faedera, it may be necessary to
give a more particular account of this Work, and the plan
“on which it was executed. This Analysis, termed in Hol-
land, ¢ Abrégé Historique des Actes Publics d’Angleterre,
recuellis par Thomas Rymer,” and in the English edition,
Acta Regia, was begun by Le Clerc in the 16th volume
of the Bibliothéque Choisie, in which work no other plan
appears to have been intended, or followed, than that of
giving a simple Analysis of the contents of each volume,
with a Critique on the importance of the materials. .This
Analysis Le Clerc conducted through the first volume of
the Fadera, after which he put the work into the hands
of Rapin, who brought it down to the conclusion of the
17th volume, on a plan more extended and more method-
ical than that of Le Clerc; and, that there might be an
uniformity in the work; when he had gone regularly down
from the second to the seventeenth Volume, he took up
‘the first volume, which had beén analyzed by Le Clerc,
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and abridged it on the same plan, which he had adopted
with respect to the succeeding volumes. What Rapin’s
plan was, we learn from his own words in the commence-
ment of his work, and by these we find it differed from
the plan of Le Clerc in two important particulars. 1Ist,
In giving a better arranged and more extensive Analysis of
the Contents of each volume. 2nd, In showing the rela-
tion these Acts bore to the History of England ; and of
what importance they were in illustrating the public and
private transactions of each reign. ¢ Le Clere,” says
Rapin, ¢ en donnant I'extrait du premier tome, s’est con-
tenté de faire connditre en gros, 'usage qu’on pouvoit faire
de ce recueil ; premiérement, par quelques remarques ge-
nérales; & secondement, en indiquant quelques uns des
‘Actes les plus importans, qui se trouvent dans le premier
tome. Mais, mon but, dans les extraits suivans, a été d’en-
trer dans un plus grand détail, de marquer le rapport des
Actes avec les évenements qui se lisent dans P'histoire; &
d’éclaircir les uns par les autres.,”—Abrégé Historique,
P-8. The method, which Rapin appears to have pursued,
was this: In the first place, he carefully considered the
acts in the Feedera under each reign. 2ndly, He brought
Acts of a similar description together, and thus made a
general classification, under the denomination of Articles.
‘3dly, He then examined the History of England in its
foreign and domestic relations; and selected the leading
facts, which might be arranged under the articles of the
‘preceding classification. 4thly, He gave an epitome of
these historical transactions under each article, attaching
to each the Act, or Acts, by which these transactions were
illustrated and confirmed. 5thly, He added some notes
at the bottom, the better to explain certain circumstances,
both in the Acts themselves and the transactions, or his-
tory, of those times. Thus, for the reign of Henry,IL., he
classed his materials under the following articles: 1. Of



THE F(EDERA. 107

the increase of the English Monarchy. II. Affairs of
Henry with Thomas a Becket. III. Ofthe Conquest of
Ireland. IV. Rebellion of Henry’s Sons. V. Henry’s
Affairs with Scotland. VI. Henry’s Affairs with France.
VII. Of Richard’s Rebellion. Each of these forms a
head of historical discussion; at the end of which, such
Acts in the Feedera as are referred to in the subject are
mentioned. But this classification of articles was neces-
sarily varied in different reigns, and with these variations
he continued his abridgments to the conclusion of the 17th
volume. The remaining three volumes were abridged
by a different hand ; the author taking his historical text
from Rapin’s History of England. This latter Abridg-
ment is tedious, is destitute of lucid arrangement and dis-
tinguishing leading principles, and absurdly classes all the
transactions, and the Acts relating to them, in alphabet-
ical order, to the confusion and almost total destruction of
chronological arrangement, so essentially necessary to a
work of this kind. Itis obvious how much these important
records must be dismembered by being reduced to such
an order as was required under Amboine—Armée—
Chambre Etoilée—Chevaliers, Colonies—Descharges—
Découvertes, &c. &c.; and to what an excess this confu-
sion must be carried in the English translation, which,
following the order of its own alphabet, displaced most of -
the articles in the French arrangement. Ex.gr. Amboyna
— Army—Books—-Church— Dispensations— Forest Laws
— Grants—Inventions—Knights, &c. &c.
1V.—Necessity of a New Edition.

Those, who are best acquainted with the Feedera, and
the nature of the originals of which it is composed, have
unanimously agreed that it is a work capable of great
improvement, and one that may be carried to a much
higher degree of perfection. On carefully considering
the materials of this work, it has appeared that many of
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‘them are incorrectly printed ; and the nature of the mis-
‘takes is such, as to prove that they have been incorrectly
copied from the originals. This was not owing to Rymer
himself ; wherever his hand appears, it is the hand of a
master ; but he was most evidently obliged to employ per-
sons to transcribe in the different offices, and in many
cases they have proved themselves, either from inability
to make out the old hands, or carelessness in copying, to
have been very unworthy of his confidence.(17) Many
instruments taken from the Tower, and particularly the
French papers, and many of the earlier Bulls, taken from
the Chapter-House, have been copied with the most
reprehensible neglect. 'What renders this the more to be
regretted, is the fact, that the originals have suffered
greatly by the lapse of time since the days of Rymer; and

(17) The Collectanea of Rymer in the British Museum, consisting of fifty-
seven volumes of folio Transcripts, made by different hands, are 50 exceedingly
incorrect as to be perfectly useless for the purpose of being printed ; they give
indeed a good general idea of the Instruments of which they are supposed to be
fair transcripts, but nothing more.* :

* [« Fifty-eight volumes of inedited materials, collected by Rymer, but not
inserted in the Fadera, are preserved in the British Museum, forming the Addi-
tional MS. from No. 4573 to 4630. Though it is said, in the Introduction to
the new edition of the Fadera, that those transcripts were in many instances
too inaccurate to be printed from, they will nevertheless be found highly useful
for antiquarian and historical purposes. A catalogue of the documents in

uestion is given in the seventeenth volume of the second London edition of
31e Federa, and there is an Index to the contents of each volume.””— Nicolas on
the Public Records, p. 35.] .

[* Besides the documents printed in the old edition, Rymer formed fifty-
seven folio volumes of manuscript collections of Records illustrative of history,
between the year 1115 and the year 1698, which apparently were intended as a
continuation of his splendid work. These manuscripts are preserved in the
British Museum, and require nothing more to render them fit for press than that
the various instruments should, where practicable, be collated with the origi-
nals.”’— Nicolas, Observations on the State of Historical Literature, pp. 94, 95.]
* [Respecting the above-mentioned volumes of Collectanea in the Museum,
see Reports from Commissioners on Public Records, vol. i. pp. 135, 136. See
also an account of certain transcripts of Records left by Mr. Rymer, that his
executrix had procured to be bound, and which were discovered in the hands
of one Churchill, a bookseller, and placed in the custody of the Housekeeper
of the House of Lords.—Reports of the Lords’ Committees, April, 1719, pp. 103,
104. See further, Worrall, Bibliotheca Legum Anglie, p. 105, and ﬁeports
from.the Commissioners on the Public Records, vol. 1. p. 124.] o
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-others have suffered much by the injudicious method used
by his collectors, who in many cases, to render an eva-
‘nescent page, or paragraph, more legible, have applied an
infusion of galls, by which the vellum and parchment have
been’incurably tinged with black to the very centre of the
skin. Some of these valuable muniments have been badly
kept. Even where they are best and most carefully pre-
served, they are necessarily perishing ; and as it is impos-
sible to find in any future time these instruments in a
better condition, it depends solely on the press to give
them perpetuity. Such considerations as these have long
suggested the necessity of a new, more correct, and more
extended edition of this great national work. The rea-
sons for this measure may be thus briefly summed up :—
Ast. The Feedera is a collection of great general utility
and importance, and is acknowledged to be so in every
part of Europe; 2dly. To the British nation it is as inte-
resting as it is honourable ; it is the faithful depository of
its most important acts, the originals of which are daily
perishing, or becoming less legible; 8dly. The original edi-
tion has long since disappeared ; the second edition, more -
extensive, has been long out of print; and the Dutch
edition has been long both scarce and dear (18); 4thly.

(18) [This passage was written during the late war. Since the peace nu-
merous copies of the Dutch edition of the Federa have been imported into this
country. Menckenius states, that only two hundred copies of the work were
printed, and that few were ever sold. The expense was defrayed by the
Crown.—('Du Fresnoy’s New Method of Studying History, translated by Raw-
linson, vol. ii. p. 464.) Before the second edition appeared, ““a set of the
seventeen volumes was sold for a hundred guineas.”—Nichols, Anecdotes of
Bowyer, p. 98, 4to. edition ; Acta Regia, vol.i. p. 6. See also Reports from
the Commissioners on the Public Records, vol. i. p. 119; from which it seems
that not long prior to March, 1808, the price of the work was only fifteen, or
twenty, guineas. It is there predicted, * that since the Right Honourable the
Commissioners on the Public Records of the Kingdom have taken up the sub-,

ject, and have recommended both a Supplement to, and a Continuation of, the
original work, it will in consequence, when they accomplish their laudable’
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The late measures for methodizing, arranging, and pre-

serving the Public Records of the kingdom, have afforded

peculiar and extraordinary facilities for such an under-

taking.

V.—Of the present Edition of the Foedera—its History
: and Ezecution.

I. In the beginning of the year 1800 a Select Commit-
tee of the House of Commons was appointed to inquire
into the state of the Public Records of this kingdom, and
of such other Public Instruments, Rolls, Books, and
Papers, as they should think proper, and to report to the
House the nature and condition thereof, together with
what they should judge fit to be done for the better
arrangement, preservation, and more convenient use of the
same; and the Committee presented their Report to the
House of Commons on the 4th of July in the same year.
In this Report, after taking a view of the measures which
had been adopted in former times for the preservation of
the Public Records, from the 46th of Edward III. A.D.
1372, down to the 6th of George II. A.D. 1732, of what
had been done in consequence of these measures, and of
what still remained to be done, they proceeded to state,
that having made out a List of all the Public Repositories
in England, in which any Records, Rolls, Books, or
Papers of Royal, Parliamentary, Judicial, or other Public
Autherity, had been usually kept, comprehending those
formerly inquired into by Parliament, and these hitherto
unexamined by it; and having classed them under the
heads of General Repositories, Houses of Parliament,
Offices of State, Courts of Justice, Cathedrals and Uni-
versities, Inns of Court, and Public Libraries, compre-

design, become one of the scarcest and perhaps highest priced books in the repnblic
of letters.” Itis added, ** the hints, which the public have already heard on this
subject, have raised the work to more than double its former price, and have
caused every copy on sale to be bought up.”
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hending, also, all Repositories of a similar description in
Scotland, they had next framed a List of Questions to be
transmitted to the different Repositories, for ascertaining
the nature of the Contents of each place, the State of the
Building in which such Records were kept, as to its
security and accommodation, and the degree in which
the Catalogues, Calendars, and Indexes were complete.
This inquiry produced the most satisfactory results. The
Returns made to these Questions, from Public Offices
and other Repositories, amounted to between three and
four hundred, in which a detailed account was given of
all the Records, Instruments, and other matters to which
the Questionsrelated. No former measures had ever pro-
duced such returns. Thatin 1732 having produced only
eighteen; and even this small number, as far as appears,
by no means so complete and circumstantial as even the
like number of those now procured. Upon the founda-
tion of this Report an Address from the House of Com-
mons was presented to His Majesty, humbly representing,
¢ "Chat, having taken into consideration the State of the
Public Records of the kingdom, although in several of-
fices they found them preserved with order and regularity,
yet in many of the most important offices they had found
them wholly unarranged, undescribed, and unascertained ;
that some of them were exposed to erasure, alteration,
and embezzlement; and others lodged in places where
they were daily perishing by damp, or incurring a con-
tinual risk of destruction by fire ; that it would be bene-
ficial to the public service that the Records and Papers
contained in many of the principal offices and repositories
should be methodized ; and that certain of the more
ancient and valuable among them should be printed,—and
beseeching his Majesty that he would give such directions
thereupon, as in his royal wisdom he should think fit.”
Upon the 19th of July, 1800, the Chancellor of the Ex-
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chequer informed the House, that their address having
been presented to his Majesty, his Majesty had com-
manded him to acquaint the House, that he would give
the necessary directions. And a Commission for carry-
ing into effect the measures recommended by the House
of Commons, was accordingly issued under his Majesty’s
sign manual. Among the measures recommended to the
House by the Select Committee, and which the Royal
Commission gave authority to execute, was the following,
viz.—* To make a Selection of such Records as it may be
expedient to print under the authority of Parliament.”
And in reference to the point more immediately under
consideration, they expressed themselves thus: ¢ The
State Papers published together in Rymer’s Fadera form
a most valuable collection. They commence from the
reign of Hen. I. 1134 (1100), but they do not come lower
in date than the first six years of Charles II. during the
usurpation; and it appears to your Committee, that it
may be very desirable to have this work completed by a
supplementary selection of such other important papers as
were omitted by the original compilers; and also to have
it continued to the Revolution, or even to the Accession
of the House of Hanover”.(19) When a suitable person
was found to execute the duties of a Sub-Commissioner,
in superintending and conducting this work, the first task
assigned to him was to examine the different Public Of-
fices, in order to ascertain what additional articles they
were likely to afford towards supplying the deficiencies of

(19) [Itis well known that the original plan of the Record Commissioners
was also confined to a similar supplementary selection and a continuation. The
arguments which appear to have induced them to sanction *‘ a new edition of
the whole Work, under a more scientific and methodical arrangement, in
which all the new materials shall be incorporated with the original matter under
their respective heads,” may be found, Reports from the Commissioners on the
Public Records, vol. i. p. 129. See also a subsequent page.]
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the original work. And it being satisfactorily proved to
the Commissioners that several important instruments had
been discovered, unknown to Rymer and his associates,
and that it would be a matter of some consequence to
begin the work with the Norman invasion, A. D. 1066,
instead of the first year of Henry L., it was finally ordered
that the work should commence there; and, at a subse-
quent meeting of the Commissioners, they agreed that it
should be brought down to the Accession of his present
Majesty. The plan being finally arranged, searches were
commenced at the following places (20): 1. The Tower of
London, where the principal part of the instruments
printed in the earlier volumes of the Feedera still remain,
and where a multitude had been lately discovered, in the
reigns of Henry III. and Edward I. 2. The Chapter.
House, Westminster, where the principal part of the an-
cient bulls were found; as also authentic transcripts of
many important instruments in two large Register Books,
denominated Liber A. and Liber B. This office also con-
tains some Royal Wills, and various other instruments of
the description of those, which constitute the body of the
Federa. 3. In the Archives of the Dean and Chapter of
‘W estminster, some curious instruments were found belong-
ing to the Norman reigns. 4. The Cottonian, Harleian,
Lansdown, Sloanian, and other Collections in the British
Museum, were carefully examined, and many valuable ma-
terials extracted from them. 5. The selections made at
the State Paper Office are both numerous and valuable.
These will appear in the subsequent volumes of the work,
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