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INTRODUCTION.

THE present volume of the Calendar of Scottish State Papers
covers the period from September 1595 to the end of May 1597,
a period of one year and nine months, consisting of 568 pages of
text only, considerably less than the 706 pages of the preceding
volume which covered a period of a little more than two and a
half years.

The original documents with the exception of the material
in the British Museum, the references to which are indicated in the
text, are contained in Vols. lvii to 1x of the State Papers Scotland
(S.P.52) in the Public Record Office together with the entries for
the period in the Scottish letter book of Sir Robert Cecil (Vol.
lii in the same series) which extends from October 1593 to April
1599 and a document of special Scottish interest (No. 217, pp.
257-261) in the series of Domestic State Papers in the same office.

In the following introduction the editor does not propose
to discuss at length the historical import of the documents
contained in this volume but rather to call the attention of
future historians to the principal matters of interest with which
the documents are concerned. At the beginning of the period,
Robert Bowes, Queen Elizabeth’s ambassador to Scotland, was
still away from his post in England and did not return to
Edinburgh until 20th February 1595-6. During his absence we
are mainly indebted here for the news of what was passing in
Scotland to his many correspondents in that kingdom including
his faithful secretary George Nicolson, John Colville, King
James’s English friend Roger Aston, Dr. James MacCartney and
others. Of these the numerous letters from Colville have already
been printed in Colville’s Letters and are only briefly summarised
here. The necessity of Bowes’s early return to Scotland is urged
by most of his correspondents and King James is reported to
think himself neglected that no resident ambassador from
England is with him (p. 120). Aston writes that Elizabeth’s
service is greatly hindered that some one of credit should not be
in Scotland ““ in these perilous times ”’ (p. 119). After his return
Bowes remains in Scotland for the rest of the period covered here
though it is evident that his health was beginning to break down.
On 21st December 1596 he writes to Burghley that the decay of his
health disabling his spirit and body should be made known to
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vi INTRODUCTION.

Elizabeth that seasonable provision might be made for the best
advancement of her service (p. 400). On 6th January following
Cecil writes that he has moved the Queen for his return and further
relief while he tarries (p. 419). This resulted in his nephew Sir
William Bowes, one of the English commissioners for the Borders,
being instructed to act with him in his conferences with James.

The most important event in Scotland in the early part of
the Calendar was the death of the Chancellor, Lord Thirlestane, on
3rd October 1595 (p. 34). Itisevident that the King had resented
the high-handed manner in which the late Chancellor had acted
and when he was advised of his illness was said to have whispered
to one of his noblemen. ‘‘ It would be but a small matter albeit
he were hanged ”’ (p. 10). He was in no hurry to fill the vacancy
for he said he could have none but in short time they would
presume to be equal with himself (p. 41). On the formation of the
Octavians he said he would no more use Chancellor or other great
men in his causes but such as he might convict and were hangable
(p. 117).

The Octavians or Lords of the Exchequer who for a time
take over the management of the affairs of the realm arose out of
the suggestion of James’s Queen who told the King of the savings
her Council had effected and commended it as fittest to guide
also his affairs for his living and house charges (p. 112). She
gave him 600 fine pound pieces out of a thousand with which her
Council had presented her on New Year’s day. James fell in with
her suggestion and the Prior of Pluscardine and Messrs. John
Lindsay, James Elphinstone and Thomas Hamilton of her
Council were sworn in as Lords of the Exchequer, to whom were
added of the King’s appointment, Walter Stewart the Prior of
Blantyre and Messrs. John Skene, David Carnegy of Colluthy and
Peter Young of Seton (pp. 113, 115). On 16th January, Nicolson
writes to Bowes that they intended to augment the King’s living
by 100,000!. a year (p. 122). In May the commission and authority
given to the eight lords of the King’s Council were ratified by that
of the Convention held at Holyroodhouse (p. 237). In June Bowes
writing to Burghley thought the Earl of Mar was like to be
Chancellor but that some of the Octavians were gaping for that
office (p. 240). Roger Aston on 28th July following announced to
Cecil that Blantyre was now advanced in the chief place of credit
for he occupied the place of Treasurer and Chancellor (p. 289). But
it is evident that the Octavians were not popular with the Kirk
party who suspected most of them to be of the Roman religion
and their unpopularity not only with the Kirk but with some of
the court party and the King’s own domestics led to the  tumult ”’
in Edinburgh on 17th December 1596 which will be dealt with
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later. In January 1596-7 they were willing to surrender their
offices though Bowes reported Argyll as saying that they had taken
the offices by Act registered for their lives and with ordinance that
if any of them died the rest only should have power to fill the
vacancy. However it was ordered that thirteen others should be
named to assist them, including the Duke of Lennox and the
Earls of Crawford, Montrose and Mar (p. 425). The acceptance
by Blantyre who seems to have been much put at by four of
his fellow Octavians of the offices of Comptroller and Collector
together with the Treasurership had defeated the expectation of
the other Octavians in the distribution of those offices and that
of the Chancellor amongst themselves (p. 429).

Matters of religion naturally form a large part in one way
or another of the material of the present volume. The return of
the Catholic Earls, Huntly, Errol and Angus, to Scotland in
1596, although for some months apparently only a matter of
surmise, is ultimately confirmed and in August at the Convention
at Falkland the King put forward Huntly’s offers of submission
to him and the Church for discussion (p. 305). The question of
the admission of Huntly and the other Earls and their absolution
from their excommunication came up regularly at the subsequent
General Assemblies and in May 1597 they gave in their answers
to the various heads of inquiry put to them and acknowledged
the reformed Kirk of Scotland (pp. 550-2). This has been already
printed in Calderwood’s History of the Kirk of Scotland (Vol. v,
pp. 633-640). Huntly expressed his grief for the slaughter of the
Earl of Moray and his readiness to give satisfaction for the same.

Much of the information as to the alleged negotiations of
King James with Pope Clement VIII in 1596 is here derived from
manuscripts in the British Museum (pp. 225-233). They were
carried on by Pury Ogilvy who alleged that he had come with
commission from the King to conclude a reciprocal alliance with
the King of Spain (p. 257). A long account of the proceedings is
given in the notes out of Father John Cecil’s book attacking
Father William Crichton for his alleged forgeries which have been
printed here from the two copies in the Domestic State Papers
(pp. 257-261). Of all these matters Queen Elizabeth had ob-
tained perfect knowledge but assured herself that they had not
grown from the King of Scots himself (pp. 267, 268, 294). Ogilvy
had approached the King of Spain through his ambassador at
Rome, the Duke of Sessa, and Sessa’s letters to the King and Don
John de Idiaquez setting out the negotiations (pp. 270-8) were
intercepted at sea near Marseilles and sent to the King of France
who sent copies to James (p. 270). It is evident that for various
reasons here stated Ogilvy’s proceedings had created suspicion
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and on 21st November (1st December N.S.) we hear that he was
being detained at Barcelona until it was known whether the King
of Scots had given him his commission (p. 366).

Whatever James’s own feelings might have been towards the
various religious parties in his kingdom it is obvious that with his
hopes of eventual succession to the throne of England he could
not afford to be tempted by the Catholics to throw in his lot with
them. In his conversations with Bowes he acknowledged that
gold sent to him by the Pope through the papist earls had been
provided to draw him to the course of Spain but that he would
not hearken to any such motion or touch the present offered
(pp. 147, 215). Later he told Bowes that in his care to preserve
Elizabeth’s goodwill he had lost the French King, refused the
liberal offers of other princes and digested many hard things but
that he would always apply himself to keep the amity with her
(pp- 541, 542).

Nevertheless he resented much the too dictatorial methods
adopted by the ministry of the Kirk, especially in Edinburgh,
and friction between them led to the ‘ tumult ”’ in that town,
which has been mentioned above. An account of this on 17th
December 1596 is given in a manuscript in the British Museum
(pp. 393, 394) and in Bowes’s own account in his letter to Cecil of
that date (pp. 394-8). On the date mentioned when the King was
in Council in the Tolbooth of Edinburgh with the Octavians and
some of his nobility the ministers with the provost, bailies and
chief inhabitants of the town and a number of peers and others
assembled in the Little or New Kirk where “ a most seditious
sermon ~’ was preached by Master Walter Balcanquhal. It was
thereupon resolved to send commissioners to the King in the
Tolbooth to report the petition of the convention wherein
amongst other matters his Majesty was urged to remove from his
Council those of the Octavians accused of papacy, to rescind the
acts passed in the recent months against the liberties of the Kirk
and to permit those of the commissioners of the Kirk who had
been banished to return. The proceedings were adjudged to be
treason by Act of Council and the King rode to Linlithgow,
resolved to withdraw from Edinburgh not only his presence and
Court but also the Session and the repair of all noblemen and
gentlemen (p. 400). A few days later the town sent to the King
nine commissioners, so discreet and well chosen as they were well
accepted. Their commission was to present to him the humble
submission of all the inhabitants and to offer such particular
satisfaction of the tumult as should please him to accept (p. 408).
The King noted the offer as over general and that especial
amends should be tendered and left the commissioners in calm
terms to their own considerations and to give proof of their
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loyalty and obedience to him. On 4th January 1596-7 Bowes
writes that the town had returned their commissioners to the King
and Council at Linlithgow making new offers which are reported
as mitigating the King’s wrath against the town (p. 415) ; so much
so that on 1st January he had entered Edinburgh where the officers
presented him with the silver and gilt keys of the ports. On 6th
January we have the report of the proceedings of the Privy Council
at Holyroodhouse dealing with the tumult (pp. 417-9) as they
have already been printed in the Register of the Privy Council and
the Acts of the Scottish Parliament. Some of the Acts passed were
thought to be too severe against the town of Edinburgh and the
ministers and Bowes writes on 10th January that it was intended
to mitigate them (p. 421). But various questions and difficulties
arising out of the troubles keep coming up. The ministers’ houses
in Edinburgh had been seized for the King and the wives and
children put out. Queen Anne had offered to be a mean to restore
the wives to their houses but before the offer the wives had
dispersed their children and could not without great charge
remove (p. 429). The commissioners of Edinburgh appointed
for the examination and trial of the tumult presented the King
and Council with many depositions proving the matter to have
been rather accidental and stirred up by some rash and base
persons rather than to have been plotted by the noblemen, barons,
burgesses and ministers charged therewith (p. 453). Bowes on
20th February reports that although the King had sought to prove
manifest intended treasons and conspiracies against him by those
assembled in the Little Kirk on 17th December his desire had not
hitherto been affected and by many wise it was thought that he
sought “a knot in a bulrush” (p. 465). The King had been ad-
monished quietly that his subjects were deeply wounded with the
sight of the proceedings deemed to be against justice and termed
by sundry tyrannical. But Bowes concludes his letter with the
statement that the King’s wrath against Edinburgh could not
yet be pacified (p. 467). On 26th February Bowes writes that many
of the principal officers and others of quality in Edinburgh had
been dealt with to put themselves in the King’s will but could
not be drawn to give satisfaction in this manner to him and the
Council. Their request to be discharged from their entry in ward
at Perth had been rejected. Twelve burgesses had been appointed
by the town to have answered the matter but with few exceptions
all had been refused by the King who had commanded others to
endure the burden and charge at Perth (pp. 475, 476). At the
convention at Perth on 28th February further attempts to induce
the town to put itself in the King’s will failed and the whole town
on 10th March was ““ discerned ” to be put to the horn (pp. 484,
485). But after much negotiation the King on 21st March accepted
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the submission of the town upon conditions here set out (p. 494)
and on the following day an Act was passed discharging the provost
and others of the burgh from all actions, criminal or civil, which
he may have intended against them for their offences on 17th
December but left it to be always understood that he might law-
fully pursue any particular person or persons, inhabitants of the
burgh, who might have been guilty of the crime committed on
that day (p. 495). The trouble with the ministers of the Kirk
still continues and this volume concludes with the decision
arrived at in the Assembly of the Kirk at Dundee in May to
appoint fourteen learned and discreet ministers to plant ministers
in the Church of Edinburgh and generally in all other churches void
of incumbents. The four ministers of Edinburgh who had lately
been at horn appeared before the Assembly but it was doubtful
whether the fourteen commissioned ministers could restore them
to their former functions and places without the King’s consent
which Robert and Sir William Bowes thought was not like to be
readily granted (pp. 567, 568).

With further reference to James’s dealings with the presby-
terian ministers of his realm and his efforts to preserve
Elizabeth’s goodwill brief notice may here be made of his pro-
ceedings against Mr. David Black, minister of St. Andrews, who
in his sermons had accused the Queen of being an atheist and the
religion professed in England but a show of religion guided by the
Bishops’ injunctions (p. 353). Bowes was evidently asked to lay
the matter before Elizabeth and in his instructions on 14th
December 1596 to Nicolson, whom he was sending to London,
includes a full account of the matter (pp. 383-6). Black was con-
victed of treason and put in ward (p. 398). In his trial he denied
the King to be a competent judge in matters ecclesiastical, whence,
says Roger Aston, ““ arises the question that brings in all these
matters ”’ (p. 404). The further proceedings against him are not
very clear here but on 12th March 1596-7 he appears to have
obeyed the King’s censure (p. 486). Queen Elizabeth in her letter
to James of that month appears to refer to Black as *“ the frantic
man ”’ whom she disdains to make mention of but refers his
punishment to the King’s best disposing (p. 497). We finally hear
of him here as set at liberty (p. 568).

On 19th August 1596 King James’s daughter was born (p.
306). It was decided in order that the princess might be patronised
with Queen Elizabeth’s favour that she should be given that
Queen’s name and Bowes was asked to write praying Elizabeth’s
acceptance of the dedication of the princess to her (p. 336).
Bowes writes to the Queen on 10th November reporting that he
had told the King how she held it a great argument of his love to
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her that he had presented to her a jewel so dear to himself and
that her Majesty wished as well to the princess as if she was
her own (p. 355). The baptism took place on 28th November at
Holyroodhouse, Bowes carrying her to the font in the name of
Queen Elizabeth, the only godmother (p. 387). No present from
the Queen had arrived at the baptism and Cecil writes to Bowes on
6th January 1596-7 that he is sure that Nicolson who was then in
England was angry with him that he did not dispatch him with a
present (p. 419). What form if any the present may have taken
we do not hear for on 23rd March Sheperson on behalf of his
master Bowes was petitioning Burghley that Nicolson might be
speedily dispatched with the present for the child (p. 495).

Dealing further with the personal relations between the two
sovereigns there is a good deal of correspondence regarding the
annual gratuity which James had been accustomed to receive
from Elizabeth and the reduction in the amount which it had been
thought good to make in it. David Foulis who had been sent on
an embassy to England returned to Scotland in October 1596
greatly discontented that he could receive no more than 3000/. of
it (p. 346), but he imputed the cause of the reduction to Burghley
and Cecil rather than of any disposition of the Queen (p. 349).
Both Bowes and Aston report that many of the discontented at
the Scottish Court were of opinion that it should not be honourable
for the King to seek the gratuity any longer.

With regard to the Borders there is a considerable amount
of material here supplementary to what has appeared in the
Calendar of Border Papers. Much of this is derived from Cotton
MS. Caligula D ii in the British Museum which evidently consists
of the private papers of Sir William Bowes, one of the leading
English commissioners for the Borders, and contains, besides
letters written to him, drafts or copies of his own letters many of
which have already been calendared. Unfortunately the manu-
script has suffered very badly from the fire of the Cottonian
Library but transcripts, not always very accurate, had been
made of most if not all of its contents before the fire in Harleian
MS. 4648.

The most important event in the history of the Borders
which occurs in these pages was the forcible taking out of the
castle of Carlisle of William Armstrong, known usually as Will of
Kinmont, a prisoner there, by the Laird of Buccleuch, one of the
Scottish wardens of the Marches, on 13th April 1596 (pp. 191, 244).
This bold stroke caused great resentment in England and the
repercussions of it continue throughout the volume. The reduc-
tion in the annual gratuity to James just mentioned appears to
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have been largely due to this cause (p. 236). Elizabeth rejected
the proposal of James that commissioners should be appointed
on both sides to inquire into the matter (pp. 239, 250). She was
ceaseless in her demands through her ambassador for the delivery
of Buccleuch to England for justice, but James who was evidently
guided by the strong feelings of his own subjects who held that
Kinmont had been most unjustly taken prisoner by Lord Scrope
within the realm of Scotland (pp. 223, 253), though he had shown
Bowes a very good disposition to give Elizabeth particular
satisfaction and redress against Buccleuch (p. 214), was persistent
in his refusal to deliver him to England. The delivery of Sir
Robert Kerr, the Laird of Cessford, another Scottish warden,
accused of many acts of invasion against England, was similarly
demanded by Elizabeth and similarly refused by James and his
Council. The arguments on both sides come up for frequent dis-
cussion and are finally reported here by Robert and Sir William
Bowes in their letter to Cecil of 30th May 1597 (pp. 559-566).
James in answer to the ambassadors’ pressing requests ending
with threats of breach of the amity “ desired earnestly that he
might travail with the Queen for remitting his two wardens to
his own punishment.”

Although Elizabeth would not agree to Buccleuch’s case
being referred to commissioners of the two nations, she was
willing that commissioners should be appointed to consider the
general affairs of the Borders and the arrangements for their
appointment both by Elizabeth and James are described by
Robert Bowes in his two letters to Burghley of 5th September 1596
(pp. 309-313). The subsequent proceedings of the commissioners
are frequently referred to in these pages. Elizabeth resented
their delay seeing the proposition regarding them first came from
James and felt she was being trifled with. She thought it very
strange that the Scottish commissioners should require the first
meeting to be held in Scotland (p. 374). Later this meeting was
fixed for 12th January 1596-7, first at Foulden near Berwick and
after at such place as the commissioners should accord (p. 386). The
meeting is described in Sir William Bowes’s letters to Burghley
and Cecil of 19th January (pp. 432-5), which have been briefly
summarised in the Calendar of Border Papers. Sir William’s
project for the speedy and safe finishing of the treaty between
the commissioners dated at Carlisle, 30th April 1597, is printed
from his papers in the British Museum on pp. 524, 525 and
several copies of the actual treaty of 5th May are noted on pp.
530, 531.

There are numerous references throughout the present
volume to affairs in Ireland. Bowes’s chief correspondents in these
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are Lauchlan MacLean of Duart, a relative of the Earl of Argyll,
from whom offers to assist Elizabeth against the rebels Tyrone
and O’Donnell are frequently made, and MacLean’s servant
John Auchinross. Cecil writing to Bowes on 18th February
1595-6 says that the Queen was now resolved to use their services
(p. 144) but fears that whilst the offers from MacLean at first grew
of his own motion if it should now appear that the Queen newly
seeks him the matter would prove more chargeable. Bowes was
therefore to be particularly cautious in his inquiries of MacLean
and was to make him think that he had not received any settled
resolution from the Queen in the matter, though Bowes was
privately informed that she was resolved to entertain such a
number of three or four thousand as might be likely to do her
service.

Another person who advised the assistance of the Scots to
Elizabeth in Ireland was Dioness Campbell, the Dean of Limerick,
who was in Scotland in April 1596 to confer with the Earl of
Argyll (p. 181). Bowes advised him in his conference to give
general occasion of speech of Irish matters (p. 185) and find out
how the Earl was disposed to enter into the action for the Queen
against Tyrone and the rebels. This the Dean undertook and com-
mended his eldest brother, the provost of Kilmun, to have the
government of the forces to be employed against the rebels or at
least of Argyll’s people but Bowes referred the election to Argyll
and commended MacLean to be general and the provost to be
colonel of Argyll’s companies (p. 186). On 30th April Bowes wrote
to Burghley that the Dean had drawn Argyll to agree to levy and
employ his forces with the King’s licence to serve Elizabeth in
Ireland providing that in chargeable matters he should be
supported. It was thought that Argyll’s forces would do especial
services to her as few of the Isles in Scotland or in the frontiers in
Ireland towards Argyle would fight and draw blood against the
Campbells (p. 198).

At a later date, 24th January 1596-7, Nicolson writing to
Burghley sets out the reasons for employing the forces of Argyll
and MacLean. The English soldiers, albeit better and more valiant
than the Irish, were not able to endure the hardness that the
Irish lived in and more had died by thousands from the cold and
hard diet than by the hands of the rebels. The ““Scottish-Irish” on -
the other hand were of like kind and bringing up in hardness as the
Irish and the worthiest of them were in deadly feud with Tyrone
(pp. 436, 437). Nicolson thought that James would willingly
agree to the course proposed as he had seemed to him for more
than two years past to be most willing to pleasure her Majesty
against the Irish rebels.

The expectations of the rebels of help from Spain seem to
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have persisted and rumours of the landing of Spanish forces and
arms in the island occur now and then but Bowes on 12th
November 1596 thought there was little truth in such rumours
(p. 360). Similarly a later report that two Spanish ships with 500
soldiers, weapons and money had arrived in Ireland for the aid
of O’Donnell, although believed by many, was not credited by
Bowes (p. 507).

In conclusion attention may be drawn to a few matters and
events of special interest which occur in this volume.

The question of the custody of the young Prince Henry was
of particular importance to Queen Elizabeth and her Council in
view of the fears that the Pope and the Catholics might endeavour
to draw him from the Protestant religion. The reported attempts
of Queen Anne to have him removed from the custody of his
guardian the Earl of Mar (p. 47) were disturbing to Elizabeth who
thought it strange the Scottish Queen had not imparted her mind
to her in the matter and Bowes was instructed to inform her that
Elizabeth had good cause to think she was abused by those who
had provoked her to her attempts (pp. 140, 141). As to King
James his efforts appear to have been mainly aimed in the
interests of economy to move Mar to reduce the number of
““ dependars ”’ of the prince and to discharge the superfluous to
the number of 70 persons (p. 136).

The curious verses and anagrams in Latin, English, French
and Italian which are printed on pp. 80-6 and attributed to
Walter Quin an Irishman, seem to have particularly pleased King
James (p. 79), so much so that Quin was given honourable enter-
tainment in the royal household (pp. 112, 120).

The Earl of Bothwell puts in a very shadowy appearance
from time to time. Various rumours regarding his whereabouts
occur and it is impossible from the information contained here
to say where he was at any particular time. In August 1596 he
was reported to have died in Paris (p. 303), but shortly afterwards
it is rumoured that he had covertly returned to Scotland (p. 311).
In January 1596-7 Elizabeth was alleged to have sent for him
(p. 422) and in March there was an idea that he was “ wittingly
and willingly * suffered to remain in England against the Queen’s
proclamations to the contrary (p. 499). Archibald Douglas in
May 1597 alleged that Elizabeth had only been stayed in inter-
ceding for him with James because he had remained charged with
practising against the King’s person but that that blot was now
removed by James’s consent and her Majesty might without
scruple proceed in her intercession for the remainder of his doings
““ as proceeding from necessity and an earnest desire to recover
his good grace ”’ (p. 558).
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In September 1595 the scholars of the High School in Edin-
burgh barred out their master and one of the bailiffs who came to
pull the master out was killed by a pistol shot, it was alleged by one
Sinclair the son of the Earl of Caithness’s uncle (p. 19). Amongst
the scholars who were called into the Tolbooth to have assise for
the slaughter Nicolson mentions one English boy, son of Richard
Forster, but Lord Hume got him set at liberty upon caution to
be answerable, which none other of the children could procure.
Hume, says Nicolson, was very earnest with the King declaring
that it stood upon his honour to save the boy, being an English
boy and a stranger, supposing all the rest should die (p. 33).

Another matter in which the two kingdoms were concerned
affecting a subject of one of them was the imprisonment of a
young Scot, John MacNeill, at Exeter, for the slaughter in self
defence of a gentleman, ‘“ a captain better than himself ”’ (p. 35).
Lauchlan MacLean, with one of whose ‘“ dependars ” MacNeill
was closely related, pleads earnestly for his life, writing that if
Queen Elizabeth ‘ have to do with our service in Ireland, her
grace shall think that young man’s life worthy to be spared”
(p. 36). Cecil on bringing the matter before the Queen wrote of
her abhorrence of the crime of murder which she had never
pardoned since her accession, but in view of MacLean’s earnest
labours had commanded him to speak with her judges to consider
how possibly MacNeill’s life might be saved and Cecil had written
to the Justices of Assize to reprieve him till the next assizes (p. 145).
What finally happened to him we do not hear in these pages but
MacLean seems very grateful for the favour shown him (p. 171),
though so late as 24th May 1596 he writes that he had not yet been
freed (p. 223) and Bowes in the following month earnestly presses
his release in his letters to Burghley and Cecil (pp. 240, 242).

The publication in 1596 of the second part of Spenser’s
Ferie Queen with its references to Mary Queen of Scots gave
great offence to James who banned the sale of the book in
Scotland (p. 354) and desired that the poet might be duly tried
and punished (pp. 359, 360).

On the last page of this volume we learn of the negotiations
of the Laird of Ladyland with the King of Spain and the Pope and
his banding with various Scottish papists to surprise and take
the island of Ailsa in the Clyde. But precautions against this plot
had been taken by Mr. Andrew Knox, minister at Paisley, who
had before this performed especial good offices for the common
cause of religion and the amity between the two crowns (p. 568).

Finally attention should be called to the letter, No. 112
(pp. 131, 132) from Roger Aston to James Hudson which on the
authority of Thorpe’s Calendar was dated 20th January [? 1595-8].
A closer study of its contents makes it practically certain that
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the letter belongs to the year 1597-8 and it should be reprinted
or fully abstracted when that year is reached in this Calendar.
It is unfortunate that the printing of the present volume had
proceeded too far to enable the entry to be deleted when the
error was discovered but to avoid confusion the contents of the
letter have not been included in the present index.

M. S. GIUSEPPL.
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JAMES VI,

James VI, 1. MR. JoHN COLVILLE TO ROBERT BOWES.

1595.

~ We look here for his Majesty the 4th hereof and from thence to Falk-

[?Sept.] 1. land. The Chancellor should come there for the errand mentioned in my

Printed in
Colville’s
Letters, p. 177

Sept. 1.

former but I hear the bruit that he is sick which tastes of some excuse and
Sir George Hume is his for life and will labour to fluster over all matters.
But even yesterday I am credibly informed that the Chancellor’s
faction has some enterprise in hand which is either particularly against
Marr or against the King and all, and one of Marr’s is riding to him this
night to advertise him. What these things may breed the Lord knoweth.
I find by your two several letters myself frustrate there altogether,
whereof I marvel. I fear my Mecenas and other friends be offended with
me but it shall be causeless, if so be. Neither shall it in any case alter
former resolutions. Indeed, had I never hoped for favour my displeasure
and hurt had been the less as Mr. Prymerose knows. Always now I see no
remedy but if it were Mr. Bowes’s pleasure to allege he furnished so much
to Mr. Colville and to write to the King, at least to Sir George Hume,
regretting that he should be so used and his handwriting so called in
question. Surely I have had great displeasure, but a greater in “ gear ”’
I never had. But I will trouble you no more with these melancolies.
The Lord always preserve gracious Avdin, Mecenas and yourself with all
the estate. This first of October 1595. Unsigned. "

1p. In John Colvilie’s hand. Endorsed by Bowes : *“ Primo Octobr
[struck through and * 7 tember " written over], Lond’ vij° Septembr’ 1595.”
Names in cipher deciphered.

2. GEORGE NicoLsoN To ROBERT BOWES, TREASURER OF
BERWICK.

According to my last I rode towards Inchmurrin (Inchemeren) on
Tuesday last and there on Wednesday I delivered her Majesty’s letter to
the King, who after he had read it said unto me that he knew not of any
such matters, neither had any complaint made to him since I com-
plained of the imprisonment of Rutledge, whom he said he then delivered,
as he said I knew; which I confessed and thanked his Majesty for.
Further he said that he had given good order for the quietness of the
Borders and of his own nature so far disallowed of such misrules and

3
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deeds certified in her Majesty’s letter, as he cannot like they should be
committed against any persons, suppose he never liked the persons so
evil, much less can he like that they should be done against her
Majesty’s subjects, being in good friendship with her. And so falling
from those words he said that the wardens needed not to have com-
plained or suffered her Majesty to be troubled with these causes, con-
sidering they see and find always his willingness to remedy such faults,
and wherein, therefore, he looked they should first have called to him for
justice, which he would have seen done. And so he concluded, willing me
to write to you for the particularities of the things her Majesty writes ;
and for better speed therein he also willed me to write to the wardens for
their particular complaints, that he may thereon give satisfaction to her
Majesty, which I assure you I find him very willing to do. But what
should I say ? You know he will give order good enough but it will be
but slackly performed without the countenance of an ambassador to look
to and call for the execution. Always I have advertised the wardens
hereof, wishing them either to procure the presence of such a person or to
solicit by their own.

On Thursday I saw his Majesty give good countenance to MacLean
(Mclayne) and receive him to his favour, being presented to the King by
the Earl of Argyll. Sir George Hume willed me to note and to advertise
your worship that the King said he forgave and received MacLean to his
favour for the good service he did to his lieutenant, the Earl of Argyll,
against Huntly, which words the King said indeed. And soon after the
King took his horse and fell to hawking, and Argyll and MacLean
went to Argyll’s house, a mean house which for the time of the King’s
hunting he lodged in. I spoke with my Lord of Argyll praying him to
employ that gentleman or any other he pleased for Irish matters, which
my Lord said was done and should be cared for, and which Mr. Geo:
has written in, and will do further as there shall be any occasion. And
so I took my leave of my Lord not seeming to have dealing with Patt
[M¢Klaine], whose mind and also Fluors [Achinross] appear in their
letters to your worship, and which I send as also 10 [Argyle] mind
certified by Plaine’s [Mr. Geo. Erskyn’s] letter, to which I commend
all those matters; saving that I hear Tyrone has one army and
O’Donnell (Odonell) another and that by little and little and at their own
times more will leap out. O’Donnell’s secretary in great trust told one
that the ancient blood of Ireland would in time, as they saw cause, aid
Tyrone and that this rebellion has been these 7 years in preparing and will
have success in the end to their likings. This winter they intend to burn
the corns of them that serve and stand true to the Queen. Patt [Mac-
klayne] has much in his head for taming them and both 10 [Argyle] and
he rest upon your return thereon to resolve of some course. Patt
[MeKlayne] would have no lingering war but a speedy overthrow of them,
and without all doubt can and will do much, for he is much feared among
them. He thinks if they should seek any respite and time of sufferance
that it would be to A [her Majesty’s] advantage and the saving of the
corns, and that in the spring it were good to overthrow them. These
Islesmen saving M°Coy Harrisse are returned but with shame and grief
suppose the due advantage was not taken on them, and having received



James V1.
1595.

CALENDAR OF SCOTTISH PAPERS. 5

our rebel’s “ geir ”” intend yet to do him service, first for his advancement
and next by his help for their own. But if all purposes hold, 10 [Argyle]
and Patt [M°Klayne] will either persuade or force their stay and make a
war on them. But the token to Patt [Macklayne] and comfort to 10
TArgyle] is long in coming and the resolutions too long driven over, as
I pray God it “ kithe ” not. For qui [Spain] is looked to send to Es [the

.Q.] as the rebels do hasten it all they can, but this is to them that know

more and to the letters desiring to be acquitted in these things, which I
am not able to conceive or deal in.

Now the Kingis at Hamilton. At Inchmurrin my Lord was with the
King and had good countenance and when my Lord was gone Johnstone
came to the King and had the like. Sir Geo: tells me that all will be well
here, howsoever any advertise, and so he willed me to certify you. Yet
many are then deceived, for they say 4 [the K.] and E [Q.] and 21 [Mar]
and 51 [Chancellor] and the rest wait but their opportunities. And Sir
Geo: willed me to do his commendations to you and to show you that he
will do his best for the amity and religion as he promised to you. He told
me that at Falkland, hearing that some were purposed to break the Borders
not for hatred of England but for getting them overseen in other causes, he
told the King thereof, who thereon wrote and charged the Chancellor to
look to those matters, whereon the Chancellor wrote to Borderers and has
given the King assurance of good rule. But I find a coldness between
Sir Geo: and 21 [Marr]} and I see 21 [Marr] honest to B [the K.] however
B {the K.] be to him. On Saturday advertisement went by Tho: Home
to my Lord of Mar that 51 [the Chancellor’s] side was on foot and had some
enterprise, and that night there was a watch kept at Stirling. Yet I hear
no more thereof. And yet as time serves you hear news.

I hear my Lord of Huntly’s tenants have taken new tack of my
Lady and given her money, and that McIntosh (M¢Entoish) and almost
all holders of the Earl have done so.

My Lord of Angus’s friends are still busy to devise for his good but
my Lord of Morton never sees him, neither comes he where my Lord is,
and yet he will see that house preserved.

Atholl is dead or near dead and his wife brought in bed of a daughter.
So as for want of an heir male that earldom (so much as was not conquest)
is at the King’s gift.

By Mr. Roger’s letter you will see he takes care and yet speeds not
well anent the men of Trebayne, such favour have they of the town of

Glasgow. The proclamation grieves them much and I can assure you but

for that, 500!. sterling worth of armour and weapon had gone to the Earl ;
for he has money in this country for such uses. In the west there is nothing
but hope of the Earl’s success, which they say had not so evil proceeded
with the rebels if any other than Sir William Russell had been there,
who handles them hotlier than they looked for. At Edenb[urgh],
1 September 1595. Signed : Geo.: Nicolson.

Postscript.—For God’s cause be plain and see what will be done in
the matters for Ireland and anent the stay of the Islesmen who for certain
would make for Ireland again if they were not dealt with. And let me
know that I may carry and cast off dealings in that matter with some
honesty.
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3 pp. Holograph. Addressed and endorsed : * Edenbr. j™° Sept.
London vij° ejusdem, 1595.” The deciphered names in brackets inserted by
another hand.

3. ROGER ASTON TO ROBERT BOWES.

I have received yours of 18 August as also understand the contents
of her Majesty’s letter to the King whom I find most willing to satisfy
her Majesty in giving redress to such of her Highness’s subjects as shall
have just cause to plaint. Because I know your servant George Nicolson
(Neccolson) has acquainted him with his Majesty’s answer I will not insist
further. I doubt not upon the particular in giving of the wrongs that have
been attempted there shall be a present remedy found as well for that that is
past as in times to come. I am assured it is sore against his will that any-
thing be attempted that may be offensive either to her Majesty or any of
her subjects and for that cause [he] has given very strict order both to
Buccleuch (Buclouke) and Cessford (Sesford) that they should give another
means than the ordinary course of the Border lieges that they by the peace
so long kept might be maintained for I assured him the King is truly resolved
to maintain the amity so long as it shall please God that her Majesty and
he shall live. This is his common saying “ I will never offend the Queen of
England nor mar her estate, let her do to me as she pleases. Neither shall
it lie in the power of any to sunder that which has been so long kept.” I
am very glad that her Majesty has dealt so well with the King. It will
work good effects and your presence here will encourage good men and
terrify such as “ has ” had vile and pernicious practices in head, which I
hope shall be prevented by the King’s Majesty’s dealing, who is made
further acquainted with their intents than before. The progress begins
to draw to an end. Thereafter the King will settle himself. The Queen is
in St. Johnstone (Senjonston) abiding the King’s return. From thence they
come both to Stirling and from thence to Linlithgow [Lethcoo], where they
will remain most part of all this winter. Our “ faccaneres” [factioners]
will not get such access as they had in Edinburgh. The Queen frames
herself to follow the King’s will in all things. All these things I have
sufficiently set down in my former. We looked there should have been
a mutual friendship made at the King’s being in Hamilton between the
Chancellor and the Earl of Mar but God has visited the Chancellor with
deadly sickness. It is advertised the King that he will not live, where-
upon he wrote a very loving and kind letter to comfort him. It were
a great loss of him ; although he has his imperfections, yet he is one of
the best among them. I doubt not but you are advertised of the death of
the Earl of Atholl, which earldom is fallen in the King’s hand. The ancient
living is not great. The purchased lands fall to the daughters. There is
suitors enough but it is advertised the King by the Prior of Blantyre that
he be not sudden in ‘“dessponning ” without good ‘‘avisement.” The
Prior’s intent is to press by all means that some brave man of the name
may be placed there for the better service of his Majesty and upholding
of the surname. I have brought the matter for Ochiltree (Occoltry) and
have this day sent for him. If it fall that way her Majesty shall be assured
of him. I have been at Glasgow where I apprehended some wine and aqua
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vite (accavity) going to Tyrone’s country, also the factor with some of the
town, whom I caused to be examined by the Prior of Blantyre and his
brother the laird of Minto (Mentoo). They denied the transport of any
goods to any of her Majesty’s rebels but by the contrary their trade was to
her Majesty’s good subjects. I have them under bond to be answerable
upon further trial and for their doings in times to come not only to them
but to the whole town, and for the better execution I have secret men in
the town.

I am advertised you are to be returned hither very shortly and for
that cause I have taken the occasion to regret my poor and weak estate
to you whose conscience I appeal as witness of my actions. Therefore 1
am the more bolder most earnestly to request you to move Sir Robert
Cecil (Sesel) to be a means to her Majesty that I may be comforted by her
gracious goodness towards me that thereby I may be the better enabled
to serve her. You know my estate and the means here is not to help it,
although the King I know be willing to help me, yet he has not the means.
If her Majesty will help me at this time I shall, God willing, never beg
again and hazard my life and all I have for her service. However it be, I
shall never omit any jot of my duty either to her Majesty or my country.
I assure myself of Sir Robert’s favour whereof I thank my God that hath
given me so honourable a friend, whose kind dealing I shall never forget
if it were to the hazard of my life. From Linlithgow the 4 of September.
Signed : Roger Aston.

Postscript.—This last night I came hither from Hamilton to see my
wife who has been in great danger by the bearing of a daughter. I
thank God she is growing strong again and has her heartily commended
to you.

21 pp. Holograph. Addressed : *“ To my L. embastor.” Endorsed
by Bowes : ‘‘ Lythquo iiij°® Sept. London xvj° ejusdem, 1595.”

4. ARCHIBALD DouGgLAS TO LORD BURGHLEY.

Together with this enclosed I received letters from Mr. Richard
Douglass declaring that the occasion of his stay so long time to come
hither did proceed from the advice contained in a letter that I sent to him
bearing date 2 August.

In the letters that I have received is contained that according there-
unto he has dealt with the Earl of Angus not only to withdraw himself from
the society that he was entered into with the Earls of Huntly and Errol
(Arrolle) but also to seek means to be agreed with his sovereign and received
in his favour and to reveal to her Majesty of this realm the said Earls’
whole proceedings whereby her Highness might the better be moved to
intercede for him, at least to withdraw any hard conceit imprinted by
sinister information in mind against him.

The said Earl has asked that he can be contented not only to leave
them but also to cause all such as are dependary friends or followers of
his house and family to forsake them, in case they will not be contented to
abandon their practising with foreigners for the disquieting of the present
state. And as appears he has founded this his resolution upon this ground
and by reasons that the said two Earls did agree with the King anent their
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departure forth of the realm without his privity and contrary to their
promise, making no mention of him in their capitulation, as also has
affirmed to his Highness that he was the only instrument that caused
them enter into agreement with the Earl Bothwell, which is the chiefest
quarrel that now is objected against him. And presently they are ‘‘ tem-
pering ”’ to draw him where they are and affirming that they will satisfy
him herein, which he minds not to do, at least until he may receive further
information.

Besides all this he has opined that by such letters as he has received
from those parts he understands that sundry practices are intended
against her Majesty and this realm which he would be contented to reveal
unto her Highness’s self upon certain conditions tedious to be set down
in writing. The letter that I received from Mr. Richard by reason it is
“ prolexed ”’ and full of particular discourses concerning myself I have
retained with me unto such time as also your lordship’s self or the right
honourable Sir Robert your son shall have occasion to come to this town
to whom they shall be shown. In this mid time I have thought it expedient
to make your lordship acquainted with thus far to the end that her
Majesty may make choice, if it shall be agreeable to her good pleasure
which of these two courses her Highness shall best like of : whether the
Earl of Angus shall entertain further friendship with the said two Earls
and with the Earl Bothwell to the end that he may understand all
their doings and from time to time make her Majesty acquainted there-
with, or if he shall presently leave them and to reveal such practices
as they have in hand already come to his knowledge. To either of these two
or to both I believe he may [be] induced to yield. As it shall please her
Majesty or your lordship to give me direction, so shall I be contented to
proceed or leave off.

In like manner I would be glad to understand your lordship’s opinion
anent the contents of this withenclosed letter. The party is to your
lordship’s knowing and may be employed to draw the Earl Bothwell
whither you will have him. If any of these courses shall be liked, of
necessary it will be that the Lord Scrope should have ‘“ doubles "’ to cause
letters come surely to your lordship’s hands, but all these matters I leave
to your lordship’s most grave consideration. And so craving pardon for
my tedious letter, whereof your lordship should not have been troubled
in the time of your sickness if otherwise I could have done, I take my
leave this 8 of September. Signed : A. Douglas.

2 pp. Holograph, also address. Part of seal. Endorsed.

5. RoGER AsTON TO SIR ROBERT CECIL.

I have received your friendly and loving letter as also your well
acceptation of my simple token. Wherein you should have no cause of
want, if your delights be in those pleasures in times coming I shall prepare
that your Honour shall not be destitute. I am not so glad of the good
acceptation of my unworthy present as I am sorry your Honour should
have such a thought in your mind as to find my token either too apt or
unwise. The charge you have already been at is far more than reason,
therefore I beseech your Honour “ desolve " that resolution or other ways
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1595. I will think you esteem not of me nor of that I sent. I have written to
Mr. Bowes to move your Honour to be a means to her Majesty for me in
- respect of my long service and the great charge I have been at by her
Majesty’s own commandment. I entertained an intelligence with Sir
Thomas Heneage (Hennig) a long time till my letters were intercepted in
England and sent back hither of purpose to have overthrown me here, which
they had done if I had not had the better means. I was appointed to
keep a note of my packets, as well those I sent as such as came to me,
to the end I might have allowance according. I cannot deny her Majesty
has been more gracious to me than I can merit and yet necessity compels
me once again to be a beggar at her Highness’s hand, whereby my weak
estate may be relieved and I enabled to serve her Majesty in times to

come. Stirling, 9 September. Signed : Roger Aston.

1} pp. Holograph, also address. Endorsed by Cecil’s clerk.

Sept. 9. 6. [MR. GEORGE ERSKINE] TO [GEORGE NICOLSON].

Imprimis, the Earl of Argyll has directed new message to Ireland to
]c(he tutor of MacLeod (Mc°cloyd) of Harris (the Heariche) for to retire him

hence.

Item, that new message is the third time to be directed from the said
Earl with some galleys to make his retreat if the foresaid tutor will con-
descend thereunto.

Item, that Captain Thornton anchored in the Sound of Mull before
the castle of Duart (Doward) upon Sunday the last of August.

Item, the said captain directed a messenger to Argyll to the palace
of Inveraray that MacLean (M°clean) was with the Earl of Argyll, desiring
the said MacLean to retire himself home to Duart that he might confer
with him in such particulars as concerns the state of Ireland being
commanded by the Deputy of Ireland so to do, who has his warrant from
Robert Cecil from England.

Now it rests to be understood whether her Majesty is settled sufficiently
in her affairs of Ireland or if the Earl of Argyll’s employment shall con-
tinue any longer, which is doubtful to the said Earl, in respect the coldness
of her Majesty’s proceeding with him and the employment of others is
set abroad already. Unsigned.

1 p. In Erskine’s handwriting. Endorsed : ‘‘ Playnes note, 9 Sept.
1595 at Sterlinge.”

Sept. 10. 7. MR. JoHN COLVILLE TO SIR ROBERT CECIL.

Cotyitie” The ordinary intelligence I have sent as I use by the ordinary form.

Leterss 2178 Only at this time being somewhat more “ strated " nor I looked for as
one compelled to his ““ azill ” I seek to your protection and refuge. For
hoping by his Majesty’s recommendations there to have been helped in
a matter which alway her gracious Majesty was to ““ deburs,” T omitted
other expedients whereby I had well enough gotten relief. Now both
failing, I solicit you for your usual and undeserved kindness in such form
as my friend, Mr. Primrose (if so be your pleasure) shall inform, acknow-
ledging your bypast benefices to merit more nor all the service my mean

AI
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endeavours can acquit so long as I live. Yet however I be respected at
this time I shall never alter my former resolution which I had rather by
deed nor words utter. This 10 of September 1595 from Stirling. Signed :
Jo. Colville.

1 p. Holograph, also address. Endorsed by Cecil’s clerk.

8. [DrR. MACCARTNEY] TO [ROBERT BOWES].

Since my last letter matters are growing to a greater height for some
of the spiritualty are sinistrously procurers for Angus (ye may easily guess
who). He has agreed with the Duke of Lennox for his rents and I hear
under ““ thowme " that not only he, but also the rest of that troop, have
secret favour. ;

For instantly the Countess of Errol (Arroll) is busy and tolerated to
repair the castle of Slains (Slayins), that was demolished by the King ;
and if masons might be had the like would be done at Strathbogie.

If it shall please God that the Chancellor obtain health there will be
great matters divulged on his part, if he keep promise as he has made to
the preachers of this town. But I fear the effect of the Italian proverb,
Passato il periculo, gabato il santo.

My uncle, Mr. John Hamilton, has written to his brother here of
Priestfield (Preistisfeild) declaring that there is an army from Flanders
to pass toward Paris and that he will pass with them and shall advertise
him of further proceedings as they may happen out.

Although the King was dolefully advertised of the Chancellor’s sick-
ness by the Secretary (a new married man to the Lord Sinclair’s daughter),
he took but little care and whispered in a certain nobleman’s lug that
night before even ““ It would be but a small matter albeit he were hanged,”
and indeed as affairs have gone this long while there were many pretences
and plots for that purpose and the rather more by Mr. J. Colvill.

The Countess of Bothwell is received to favour at Hamilton with the
proviso that she shall not aid her husband by counsel or support in any
ways.

The Lord Home was busy with the King to have the ward and
marriage of the Chancellor’s son when it shall fall and the Chancellor has
‘“ grudgit "’ something thereat under “ thowme

Johnstone has obtained a great ““ respute " of the King lately for him
and all his, saving Wastraw [?Westerhall], and the King presently burdens
the Maxwells for truce, but they have not condescended as yet. The Queen
travails for Johnstone.

To conclude, nothing goes well and I fear all the Borders shall be
“ cassin 7’ loose, for Buccleuch (Baclewch) fears banishment and in-the
meantime he has composed all controversies in his bounds. He is crafty
but I fear his proud pretences, if any surmise shall be devised against the
Chancellor or him, for beforehand the Chancellor had made all the Borders
for him, except the Maxwells, and therefore this Commonweal has great
“ mister ”’ of some controller from your court, the evidence whereof may
be considered by the small regard of punishment of our Islandish men
against your subjects of Ireland and of some fugitives of yours from these
parts who have had residence in this town.
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I can do no more but thank for the last word of my petitions sent by
G[eorge] N[icolson]. Praying God to keep you in good health and send
you good success of your affairs. 10 September ’95. ““ Yo* awin man on
the auld maner.” Signed with a trefoil* - S

1} pp. Endorsed by Bowes: ‘ Mackatneye (?) . . . . .t ptembr’,
London xvj° ejusdem [Sept.], 1595.”

9. [MRr. Joun CorviLLE] TO [ROBERT BowEs].
The 11 hereof his Majesty rides to Falkland where the Chancellor

‘should come for revealing matters as I before wrote. He has pretended

all this sickness to ““ evit ’ that matter for he was not sick indeed but of
a fit of an ague.

The King abides here and in Linlithgow all winter to the Queen’s
great displeasure; and the hatred betwix Mar and the Chancellor
increases.

The Lady Bothwell on the 4th came to Glasgow to his Majesty com-
plaining on her son ; which was purposely done to make his Majesty think
her son very sincere in obeying his commandments against his own
mother but it is seen to be a coloured matter for we think Bothwell is
sent for.

Cessford with his brother-in-law Hume and all our neighbours have
their folk upon an hour’s warning, whereof Mar is advertised and one
‘has promised to forewarn him 24 hours before they can rise. They think
themselves so strong that they will not spare to show themselves, how-
soever the King think of it or wheresoever they be. But I hope in God

“they shall spoil sport against Mar.

-Offers are made by the killers of Da. Foster to Mar which he will not

hear till once a day of law be to know the guilty by the innocent.

Great stir is betwixt the Lord Claud and his son. The young man, in
respect of his father’s alleged lunacy, seeking to have him interdicted
from disponing or setting of any title or security. My own particular
wherein I am there so undeservedly crossed I refer to the relation of
Mr. Primrose and your favourable credit, not doubting my honourable
Mecenas will now extend his usual and accustomed kindness. But be as
it will, gracious Avdin (her Majesty) shall have Mr. Colville’s heart and
service more nor any other. And it may be to some fruit and utility more
nor yet I can write. Mr. Colville does his service to Mr. Bowes committing
him to God’s protection this 10 of September 1595.

 Sundry travails, chiefly Sir Geo. Hume, that the King should go to
visit the Chancellor and thinking to draw him thither, the Chancellor
still pretended sickness. Junior (young Laws) desires to know if the sending
over an Irish captain to bide in the Lord of Tyrone’s company for her

- Majesty’s service privately or in service with 500 with her subjects be

thought meet, being ready to find out one that he shall be answerable for
as if he were their vassal. Hereof let Mr. Colville have answer.

We hear that the Duke’s brother should get the earldom of Atholl
and that he should marry the oldest daughter. Unsigned. :

. * For the decipherment of this symbol see Vol. XI, p. 632.
t The outside page is slightly mutilated here.
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2 pp. In Colville’s handwriting. Names and words in cipher de-
ciphered.

10. DuncaN MacDoucALL To ROBERT BOWES.

Having the commodity of the galleon that came to the Sound of
Mull of the Queen’s Majesty to speak MacLean, I thought best to ““ vissie ”’
your Excellency with these few lines. If your lordship were in Edinburgh
making resident as I have seen I would have advertised you of such news
as were in these parts and of the news of the Isles from time to time as
occasion were offered. And in case your Excellency come not to Court
you may send your letter to a friend of mine in Edinburgh called John
Dougall, merchant and burgess there, who immediately after the receipt
of it will direct the same to me to these parts. There is no pleasure that
I may do as you please to burden me with but the same shall be done.
How so on I receive any letters of your Excellency I shall write again to
Edinburgh my answer at more length nor my “ lauser "’ [? leisure] requires
at this present. This letter I directed with the master that was on her
Highness’s galleon. My hearty commendation being made to your bed-
fellow with whom I have made my acquaintance in St. Giles’s church,
I am very desirous to hear of your welfare and hers. From Dunolly
(Dunollis) in Lorne, the 11 day of September, 1595.

The zeal and fervency that I know to be in your Excellency con-
cerning God’s religion which we profess move me above all to do what lies
in my power for you. Signed : Duncan M‘Dougall off Dunollycht.

3 p. Holograph, also address : *“ To my verray guid lord maister
Bowis imbassatour to the qine Majestie in Scotland.” Endorsed by Bowes :
‘“ Dunolleys in Lorne xj° September. London xiij° [sic, ? xviij°] ejusdem,
1595.”

11. [DR. MAcCCARTNEY] TO [ROBERT BOWES].

The King has now sent the Abbot of Holyroodhouse to talk with a
certain man that has a message from the Catholic lords.

Mr. David Fowlis has grudged at the small service that should be
received for the King at London and has said to a friend of his that, if
it would please the King, he should learn him a wile to get as * mekle
and more from that part. The man replied that if he would tell that to
the King he would get thanks for it. But he said he would not tell it by
himself but by a greater. _

The Borders are now extreme loose and no man spared and I doubt
not you shall hear of a great incursion in Scotland by the Graymes of Esk
who have lately received a great wrong of the Scots. Edinburgh, 11
September *95. Signed with a trefoil. _

1 p. Endorsed by Bowes: ‘“ Edenb’ xj° Septembr’, London xviij°
ejusdem, 1595.”

12. GEORGE NICOLSON TO ROBERT BOWES.

You may now see for certain that MacLean (Mclaine) is gone to
Captain Thornton and is by this I think returned to my Lord of Argyll
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with such matter as the Captain shall declare to him ; for so at his depar-
ture he said he would. So soon as I know how things stand, which surely
I shall by God’s grace do within these few days, you shall be advertised
whether this manner of carriage of this matter have hurt or not. Always
Argyll and MacLean are too long delayed I fear. It is still confirmed that
Angus MacConnell’'s (M¢Onell’s) son is in Ireland with 500 men and the
tutor of Harris, both assisting the rebels, and that Donald Gorme, Angus
and the rest (turned back by the overthrow which Captain Thornton gave
them) are still aminded some way to deserve the “ geir ’ that they have
had of the rebels. And their delivery of false pledges are arguments of
false meanings. I pray God it be not so.

In the margin in Nicolson’s hand : The 1 of this month Patt (MacLean),
Playne (Mr. Geo. Erskine) and Fluor’s (John Auchinross’s) letters were
sent in my packet. :

As to the Borders here it is said there is but evil rule and like to be
worse. But those matters to the wardens’ reports, from whom I hear
nothing. '

My Lord Chancellor is not yet out on his bed but is past the danger
as his servants tell me.

Yesternight the King and Queen met both at Linlithgow, there to
remain some time and go to Stirling as the Queen shall please.

This day a gentleman of my Lady Atholl’s told me that my Lady had
gotten a perfect state of all the lands to herself for her life and the in-
heritance of that earldom and lands was to come to her daughters, the
eldest of whom is ten years ; and that my Lady had as many friends and
would do as much as the Earl could have done, and that they all should be
as Mr. Bowes should advise and for her Majesty’s service.

I perceive my Lord of Mewtus has been with the King complaining of
Cessford anent Andrew Ker of Newhall’s leading of his tythes by Cessford
strength, that the King has promised him remedy and for effecting
thereof has sent for Cessford. Many great ones, friends to Mewtus,
stomach this matter : but they are so far from him as they will make
little help unless the King do it.

My Lady Errol is brought in bed and the Abbot of Holyroodhouse
to be employed from the King into those parts, some say to christen the
child for his Majesty. At Edinburgh, 12 Sept. 1595. Signed: Geo.
Nicolson.

At the closing hereup I received my Lord Scrope’s complaints which
I shall show to the King and I am sure to have his good order for redress :
but without the countenance of an Ambassador to see the execution little
will be done and that the wardens know well. And however it be thought,
it will be found needful to look to the Borders lest the disorders come to
too great a height.

67 (Mr. Jo. Colville) will be found to do good offices to A (her Majesty)
in case there should be matters of moment in Ler (Scotland) concerning
Pa (England). And therefore help if you can anent that which 4 (the
King) appointed him, for he has great need.

All others to Mr. John’s letter to me.

13 pp. Holograph, also address. Endorsed by Bowes: ‘ Edenbr’
xij® Sept., London xviij° ejusdem, 1595.” Names, etc., in cipher deciphered.
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13. LAucHLAN MACLEAN OF DOWART TO ROBERT BOWES.

Being in Argyll with my Lord thereof, partly in my own affairs and
partly for such of her Majesty’s business as by her own letters she has
committed to the friendship of my Lord of Argyll, there came to me
a messenger directed by George Thorntoun, one of her Majesty’s captains,
from anchor before my house of Doward earnestly desiring to meet with
me and to confer with me upon these same particulars which my Lord of
Argyll had ““ abefoir ” [formerly] imparted to me. I satisfied his desire
and here at length communicated to him my opinion, as heretofore I did
write to your lordship, that her Majesty first confirm my Lord of Argyll
in friendship towards herself ; then to set down with his lordship and with
me, his second in this action, a settled course whereby such enormous
storms may be dissolved as have already threatened your jurisdiction.
The like or greater may be expected if in time there be not a remedy
provided. The neighbours of mine here in the Isles are returned home as
I did write to your lordship of late and delivered to your servant George.
After my presenting his Majesty at the hunting in Inchmurrin (Insche-
myrrein) “ dois ”’ [? he does] think long for the answer thereof, seeing in this
action I have been diligent and have nought spared to ““letir ”’ [? write
letters] thereon, since our first “ urgitting ”’ to others. Your lordship’s
honour I have respected herein. That token which I understand by your
letter appointed by her Majesty to me, in my letters to your lordship I
have desired the same to be sent to your servant George and he to repair
to me therewith to Dumbarton or otherways to deliver the same to my
servant John Auchinross (Achinros), as I will appoint after knowledge of
the sending thereof. Iam to return to my Lord his writing with Thorntoun
to Sir Robert Cecil, my good friend, to my Lord Deputy and to the Marshal
of Ireland. In Sir Robert’s letter. I have written of my writing to you of
late. I have committed the circumstance of all to the same. Your
presence here is very necessary and I think the same would do much
good. Therefore it is given that your lordship for sundry respects would
come to Scotland. My neighbours think they have escaped well and
are busy with me to contract peace between us. I will continue as I
began with you. I should have occupied Thorntoun if any need were and
would not stand on the *“ vant ”’ of the token. Doward, 12 Sept. 1595.
Stigned : Lauchlane M‘Lane off Doward. '

1p. Inthe handwriting of Auchinross. Wafer seal of arms. Addressed:
“To my verry guid Lord my Lord Bowes lait ambassadour.” Endorsed
by Bowes: ‘‘ Doward xij Septembr’, London xiij° Octobr’ 1595.”

14. LaucHLAN MACLEAN OF DowART TO SIR ROBERT CECIL.

Being in Argyll with my cousin the Earl thereof there came to me a
messenger directed by George Thorntoun desiring to meet with me (by virtue
of your lordship’s direction and letters to my Lord Deputy of Ireland). T
satisfied his desire and have at length communicated to him my opinion
(as heretofore I did write to my Lord Bowes late ambassador), which in
few words is this.

[The foregoing and the continuation of the letter are in very similar terms
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to those in the letter to Bowes of the same date down to the words ‘ a remedy
provided.”]

The which allowedly may be by her Majesty’s own mean and my
Lord of Argyll’s employment, whose good will is fervent enough and his
power sufficient to perform the same, as experience with time shall make
known to everyone. I think that by the report of my Lord Bowes your
lordship has heard of my good will herein who have not spared to hinder
that Earl of Tyrone (Teireone) and “ appone ~’ myself against his assisters
and well willers here of Scotland, as upon progress of time her Majesty may
have me in Ireland to ‘‘ appone myself in that dedis contrair.” Thus
referring every particular to Captain Thorntoun’s memory whom I desire
to be joined with me in her Majesty’s service if occasion be offered.
Doward, 12 Sept. 1595. ,

That Earl of Tyrone has the favour and goodwill of my neighbours
here in the TIsles, yet they do not pleasure him without a further security
of my goodwill nor as yet they have. Presently [we] are in travailing to
have peace contracted between us, which will continue. And since there
was nothing to do here in this action.worthy to stay Captain Thorntoun
for, [I] have thought good that he should return home. Signed : Lauchlane
M‘Lane off Doward. :

Postscript.—By letters from my lord Bowes I am advertised that her
Majesty has ordained an honourable token to be sent to me and in my
late letters to him have desired the same token to be sent to George
Nicolson and he to travel therewith to.me to Dumbarton, or to deliver
the same to my servant John Auchinross as I shall appoint him, in case
leisure may not serve me to repair there. I am now to return from

- meeting with Thorntoun to the Earl of Argyll. I will remain there twenty

days. By my mean I stayed nine hundred from Ireland of our Islands.
[I] have of them as yet in “ yrnes ™ [irons], and also by my mean the rest
that passed to Ireland were constrained to return, as was written to my
lord Bowes at length. I have done my part and as I will be employed,
God willing, shall do the rest to change the style and name of that Earl
of Tyrone to an inferior style and name. ‘ Vranguslie ” has he received

~ that name and most “ vranguslie ” and ‘‘ unhonestlie ”” has he lost it.

1 9. In the handwriting of Auchinvoss, also address. Wafer seal of

~arms. Endorsed by Cecil’s clerk.

Sept. 19.

15. JoHN AUCHINROSS TO GEORGE NICOLSON.

Immediately after our departing in Glasgow there came a boy in
haste to me from my master to show me of the coming of Captain George
Thorntoun to his place of Doward, who directed a special man to my
master being here “ to ’’ the time with the Earl of Argyll at whose desire
in haste he returned home. I made diligence till I was there. The coming
of Captain Thorntoun was by letters directed by Sir Robert to my Lord
Deputy of Ireland, who commanded him to this voyage. And since all
they that were in Ireland are returned by our mean, as I did write after,
seeing the pledges given to Thorntoun are nothing worth, they may remain
till the next spring, except the number of four or five hundred better
men who have nothing but themselves that are of mind to go over to



16

James VI.
1595.

CALENDAR OF SCOTTISH PAPERS.

Ireland, whereof we were advertised within these two nights. My master
is in doubt whether he shall stay them or not. I have persuaded him to
stay them till the return of new answer from my lord your master and so
as he will be employed, so shall he do. He marvels of the stay of the token.
Therefore if the same be coming ye shall travel therewith to Glasgow and
direct my boy to me and, without great occasion stay my master here,
ye will see him quietly, and in his absence ye will see me with his power.
If it be not coming, cause haste the same, for with Thorntoun we have
written to my lord your master for the same and also have written to
Sir Robert to that effect.

In Ireland there is great slaughter made on your nation and also on
the Earl’s partakers, but your part, as is reported, has gotten the worst.
Angus MacConnell has a son there named Angus under whose charge
there is six hundred men as they are. We hear that some of the best of
them are slain. The knight marshal has gotten great ‘“ skaith.” Your
side are losers, yet we have no doubt with the grace of God to perform all
our “ writtis.” Therefore the coming of my lord your master to Scotland
is very necessary if the doing of the Earl touch you any way. The coming
of Thorntoun to my master will put him in a “ frey.” Angus MacConnell
comes here without doubt the morn which is Saturday, 20 September, to
speak the Earl of Argyll and my master, as I show you ever. We may
compel them of the Isles to come our way or else to pleasure none that is
in our ““ contrair.” Haste my boy to me and, since that I am diligent in
this action and have advised my master to refuse great offers, give him
not occasion to call me over diligent in this action, as he will do if his
travail and vowing be for nought ; which his friends marvel upon what
pretence he should refuse great offers that are made to him, and the Earl
is to send to him. I am “ placid ” with zeal in all our doing and so shall
continue honest and true to the end. Without my master be acknow-
ledged he will be persuaded by this way. But all his friends will not
persuade him if he see honest dealing and to win an earldom he will not
leave this action without the occasion be on your side.

I have not answered the desire of our brother John’s letter through
the occasion ye “ vait ”’ of, for neither has my master nor myself written
in his favours to Sir Robert nor to your master, and the excuse thereof by
my letter is that, seeing others are acknowledged who can do nothing in
this action and not I, it is so with me that I will do no further herein to
pleasure others that do no pleasure to me, not meaning John nor none
other. If he desire you to write in his favours and I hear that he get any
favour, [I] assure you I will hinder the greater action. Keep this to your-
self for he did to me the thing that I would not do to him for 40!. of profit.
Inveraray, Friday 19 Sept. 1595. Signed : Johne Achinros.

I think good that ye send this letter to my lord your master with this
other directed to his lordship by my master.

1 p. Holograph. Wafer seal of arms of MacLean. Addressed: To
my loving brother George Nycolson ” and below the address: *“ Keep all
secret that is betwixt you and me. The one of these two letters that is
directed to my lord your master is directed from me. My master has
some recommendation to you. I am diligent (seeing the Earl triumphs)
that if he be employed to make the other “stark reddy ” for his
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pursuit and we doubt not with God’s g[race] to do honest service to your
honour and ours.” Endorsed : “ Inverarye 19, Edenb[urgh] 24 Septemb’
1595.”

16. LaucHLAN MACLEAN OoF DOWART TO ROBERT BOWES.

Being in Argyll with my Lord and cousin, Captain George Thorntoun
arrived at Doward, sent his servant here to me desiring that he might
have conference with me. I took journey towards him and at length
conferred. Seeing no occasion worthy to stay him [I] thought good that
he should return home, as he did the 15 of this instant. In somewhat
I have written to your lordship, to Sir Robert, to my Lord Deputy of
Ireland and to the Knight Marshal thereof, I think good and desire that
the token commanded by her Majesty be sent to your lordship’s servitor,
George Nicolson, wheresoever I or my servant, John Achinros, shall
receive the same upon his advertisement. It is well known here in Scotland
how I have hindered those that made them to the aid of the Earl of
Tyrone and have not spared to “wair”’ [4.e. lay out] expenses thereon.
And as ye think good I will not fail to venture myself and friends in her
Majesty’s service against that new Earl of Tyrone, and with the grace of
God have no doubt to be victorious over him, for all his high conceit and
present doing against you, wherein I hear of his great diligence and
‘“ skaith ” done in your “ contrair.” He is busy in using of mean to
have my favour which I mind never to give to him though he would
render to me the half of his earldom. If that token be not as yet come to
Scotland, haste the same to me for I have vowed that and ‘“ mekle ”’ more
in this action, if the Earl trouble you. My counsel is that your lordship
come to Scotland, where, with the grace of God, the order and mean shall
be set down to make that Earl to perish. And further I understand her
Majesty ‘“ wairs ’ yearly great sums on service in Ireland more nor her
Highness profits thereby. If my Lord Earl of Argyll be employed herein
and I, for both our actions will be one, I put no doubt with the grace of
God to make her Majesty to have well paid to her yearly from Ireland
great sums of money ; also to have many men sustained to her Majesty.
And in this my counsel being heard and ‘“samekill ” as your lordship
thinks worthy thereof to be taken, [I] shall pledge my life and lands the
same shall take effect.

The same day that Captain Thorntoun made sail I returned here to
my cousin of Argyll, whose lordship will not want my company this long
time. Angus MacConnell will be here the morn “at ™ us. Your lordship
shall find me making provision for performing of all that was written to
you by me: In case her Majesty need service, let this letter have my
duty of humble service remembered to her and commendations to
Sir Robert. If occasion of my service be offered I mind to visit your
court sometime. Inveraray in Argyll, 19 Sept. 1595. Signed : Lauchlane
M‘Lane off Doward.

Postscript.—There is the number of four or five hundred * bair ”
men that have no good in going to Ireland. If ye like I shall stay them,
for since the principals are stayed by me, so shall I the rest.

By Captain Thorntoun I perceive that our Scottishmen have done
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craftily till they escaped his danger and so their selves report. For they
were in his danger and he gave confidence to their fair letters and pledges
of no “ valour.” Yet Thorntoun would be *“ oversein ”’ upon hope of good
service for he is best acquainted on the coast(?) and finding him deceived
by them has the greater desire to their pursuit. For further causes your
lordship shall credit no man but that letter which my servant John
Auchinross writes with his hand subscribed by me or himself. - Neither
shall your lordship credit any other creature by word.

1 p. In the handwriting of Auchinross and addressed by him. En-
dorsed by Bowes : ‘‘ Inverraray in Argyle 19 Sept., London primo Octobr.
1595.” :

17. GEORGE NicoLsoN To RoBERT BOwEs.

I delivered to the King at Falkland my Lord Scrope’s complaints of
the ““ Attemptats ” done since the Lord Herries’s (Harris’s) entrance to
the wardenship and by them of his lordship’s wardenry. The King told
me he looked the complaints should have come against Buccleugh
(Baucleughe) because her Majesty in her letter touched Buccleugh’s
actions. And apparently he and others marvel that those complaints
against him and Cessford (Sesfurthe) come not. Always for execution of
justice in these complaints the King has earnestly by letter commended
the Lord Herries to give redress, which I am assured the Lord Herries’s
power will not serve to perform accordingly without the King’s especial
help. .

The next day after my last, viz. 13 hereof, the Lord Chancellor fell
very sick and continued, insomuch as my Lady Thirlestane (Thirleston)
wrote to Mr. Robert Bruce on Sunday by 4 hours in the morn to come to
comfort her husband, which that day he did. They found my Lord as
they thought greatly touched in conscience. And he brake out in plain
speeches to them, confessing that he had negligently heard the word and
omitted to do that good to the Kirk and Commonweal which he might
and ought to have done, protesting, if God gave him life, to make amends
and do better offices to both ; which humble confession of his errors and
earnest protestations of amends have won many of the ministers’ hearts .
to him. For there was no sparing for sending for many and of the best
of the ministry to him from sundry parts. Now he is mending again and
past danger. But some of Res (the Kirk) think him to be troubled in
mind with some matter of displeasure or grief.

The Earl of Mar at his being at Falkland had no good countenance of
the Queen. She would not look to that side of the chamber that he stood
at. And she says she.is not aminded to go to Stirling for fear they give
her a ‘“ possitt,” but makes motion to go to Dundee to make her interest
there, all to defer her going never to Stirling. Yet the King intends
within 4 days to go to and take her to Linlithgow, and from thence to
Stirling, as by my former you do understand and as I hear.

Buccleugh, Cessford and the Chancellor have had and have their
agents with the Queen, so as certainly it is meant to follow out their
“platt ” as they can have opportunity. Great persuasion is used to the
King to go to the Chancellor, who has had great comfort by the Kirk as
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they say and would have now by the King if the King would go to them.
If the King go it is thought the Chancellor’s side will execute there their
“ platt ” and Sir George Hume has been with the King and now is here
at secret and quiet trists, for what purpose God knows.

I also hear that Buccleugh and Cessford are both doing great justice
to Pa (England) and also still making sundry ‘agreances,” as well
for avoiding of complaints in this stormy time threatened to them, as to
be strong in case they be put at as they look for; in which you know

“enough.

Mr. Richard Douglas is at Falkland as I hear travailing for the Earl
of Angus in such sort as first favour must come by his travails from
England, which, if it be, you will better understand by Mr. Richard if he
come where you are, as I look he shall.

On Monday last the scholars of the High School here barring out their
master as they were wont and the bailiffs here coming to pull them out,
the scholars “shotting ” killed John Macmorren, one of the bailiffs, with

. the shot of a pistol. Thereon the rest of the bailiffs took out the scholars

that were in the school and put them in the Tolbooth, bringing the next

. day one of them called Sinclair, the Earl of Caithness’s uncle’s son, to the

Sept. 20.

“assise to have had a trial, because they charge him to have shot that shot.
- But the boy’s friends having procured the King’s letter for the stay of the

trial or dealing in that matter till to-morrow, the provost and bailiffs and
Council yielded to the King’s request and the next day went to Falkland
to call to the King for justice therein. After long reasoning that day and
yesterday before the King by the provost and townsmen against the child
and by the Lord Sinclair and Master of Ogleby, the boy’s cousin german,
in favour of the child, it is agreed that to-morraw the boy shall be brought
to the bar and put himself in the King’s will and be saved, by reason he is
not 14 years and that the town being party against him cannot judge on

-him and have ““ emitted ”’ their judgment in the 24 hours after the fact,

in which it was in their powers. The Crafts hold it as a judgment of God
for his transporting of corns out of the country and therefore were the
more cold in pursuit of the boy. Edinburgh, 19 Sept. 1595. Signed :
Geo. Nicolson. : ‘

2 pp. Holograph, also address. Endorsed by Bowes: ‘ Edenbr’
xix°® Sept., London xxvij® ejusdem, 1595.” Names tn cipher deciphered.

18. JoHN AvucCHINROSS TO ROBERT BOWES.

At our meeting with Captain Thorntoun I marvelled that he had not
your lordship’s letters directed to my master. He came by direction of
my Lord Deputy of Ireland at the desire of Sir Robert in her Majesty’s
name, and since nothing waited to do here thought good that he should
return home. Who made sail from Doward on Monday, 15th instant,
which was the day of our taking of journey here to Argyll. My master
has written with him to your lordship, to Sir Robert, to my Lord Deputy
of Ireland and to the Knight Marshal thereof.

The Earl is busy with us to have my master’s favours but that I
think he shall never have. My master is such a man that he can burden
no man, though he press himself never so much. [I] assure your lordship
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he has vowed largely in this action hoping to be employed and with the
grace of God has no doubt of sufficient mean and power to do her Majesty’s
service. As he has written he is busy and makes provision for service in
case he be employed.

Angus MacConnell comes here and all others of the Isles may follow
and join them with our cousin of Argyll and my master to follow them and
their way. Yet they will never get credit of any matter of importance
tending to my Lord’s honour or my master’s if the token ordained by her
Majesty be not coming to Scotland. Your lordship shall cause haste the
same to your servant, George Nicolson, and he to make us advertisement
thereof as is written to him that either my master or I having his commis-
sion may receive the same. I wot well my master has done his part very
honestly heretofore and will follow the same so long as your lordship will
desire him in this action, if you desire her Majesty shall have a diligent
agent of me and one true to the end of this action.

The coming of Captain Thorntoun to my master will put that Earl
Tyrone to a great fear for he takes great fear of my master and would
fain have his good will, at the least his oversight, which is the tenor of his
commission to us. We are advertised that the Earl has lately done great
‘“ skaith ” to your men. For anything that we can see ye will never make
Ireland obedient by pursuit on the one side, do what ye will do. And if
they were pursued on both the sides as my master desires, shortly they
should be so obedient to her Majesty there that during her time there
should never be disobedience feared nor meant. I think the Earl will
offer obedience, if the same be received of him. [I] assure your lordship,
when he cannot be so well resisted as now he may, he shall begin where
now he has left. v

If my master be desired to the pursuit of the Earl it were very neces-
sary that your lordship would come to Scotland that he might confer with
you in this matter. Inveraray, 20 Sept. 1595. Signed : Johnne Achinros.

Postscript.—As my master desires your lordship shall credit no
others in writ nor word, only my Master and myself excepted, and this
for sundry causes. Otherways I will not “ mell ” in this service. I am
plain and true and shall so continue to the end.

1 4. Holograph, also address ;- *‘ To my speciall guid Lord, my Lord
Bowes lait ambassadr.” Wafer seal of arms. Endorsed by Bowes :
“ Inverrarey xx° Sept., London primo Octobr’ 1595.”

19. [MRr. JonN CoLviLLE] TO [ROBERT BOWwESs].

Great travail was made for an assurance between Mar and his neigh-
bours but it has taken no effect. The messengers were Cars and Drum-
mond of Medop. The offers were three, honours to the Earl of Mar, to
Garden, and 1000 marks to the wife and children of the defunct.

Now Livingstone (Leviston), Fleniing, Elphinstone, Airth, Dunipace
(Dunnipas), perceiving their offers refused, they are in the beginning of
the next or latter end hereof to convene and remain for their safety (as
they allege) at Falkirk where they think ordinarily to have 100 horse,
and here again at Stirling if they make this provocation the Earl thinks
to have Argyll (who is already come), Morton, Tullibardine (Tillibarn),
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Glamis, Glenorchour and. more nor 14 other barons ; and about the latter
end of October Mar thinks to have his day of law.
The Abbot of Melrose is gone to Langnewtoun for collection of his
tithes and we hear that Cessford will resist, but certainty as yet is none.
Mr. John Colville goes this same day to his old friend, the Lord Jo:
Hamilton, privately to speak with him, for what cause yet I know not.
Young Plessie was well treated with his Majesty and is presently here
with Mar defrayed in all charges. 21 September, from London.*

1 4. In Colville’s hand. Endorsed by Bowes: ‘‘ Mr. John Colvill,
Sterling 21 Sept., London 28 ejusdem, 1595.” Names in cipher deciphered.

20. MR. ALEXANDER DICKSON TO GEORGE NICOLSON.

If ye have anything to advertise me of, the bearer is my servant whom
ye may employ. MacQuhirrie (Makwhirrie) the priest is come home again
and come through your country, whereof you may advertise Mr. Robert
advising him to cause writs be gotten to some sure friends in the north
parts to wait upon him. And surely in my opinion in the absence of the
Lords his apprehension might be easy if any men set a work thereanent.
Neither is the matter to be contemned for he cannot be errandless.
Stgned : Alexr. Dicson. )

Advertise me whether my Lord be to return in the country as the
rumour is.

3 p. Holograph, also address: ““ To his honourable friend George
Nicolsoun servant to the Ambassador of England.” Endorsed by Bowes :
“ Rec. London 28 Sept. 1595.”

21. RoGER ASTON TO ROBERT BOWES.

The cause I write no oftener is for want of matter. Since my last of
the 10th I have had no occasion to write. This afternoon I came to this
town going to visit the Chancellor, who was in great danger this last night.
Yet this day I hear he is become better and likely to recover. The King
takes great care for him,

Here is great matter to write of. The King and Queen are in Falkland.
The King goes this week to St. Johnstone to take order with the country
of Atholl, which is beginning to break since the Earl died. The Earl is
buried the 11 of the next month in Dunkeld (Donkel). There is dealing
of all hands for that earldom, the Duke and Mar suitors for the Duke’s
brother that is in France to marry the eldest daughter and so the whole
earldom to come to the eldest and the rest to have their portion
in money. The Countess is of another resolution. She thinks to bring
the matter so about as the Earl of Mar shall give his earldom to his younger
brother and he to marry the eldest sister and his brother the second and so
the one to be Earl of Atholl and the other Earl of Mar. The third * platt ”’
is for Ochiltree (Occultry) in respect of the necessity of that place which
craves some worthy man to command the country craves him above all
others. We are dealing underhand and the Queen is frank for him. He
has been here but forced not that matter in respect that the King has

* A cipher for Stirling.
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taken him to be “avist ” (advised). In the meantime everyone does
for their friend.

Mr. Richard Douglas has been at Falkland where he spake with the
King by the “ convoye " of the Lord Hume and the matter which he has
now in hand he would have persuaded the King to have written to her
Majesty to have sought leave for Mr. Archi[ba]l[d] to have come home.
The King inquired of him whether his purpose was to come home or
whether he sought leave for a fashion sake. He confessed to the King
his mind was not to come home but only to bring him in credit there that
he might do the King the better service. He pressed many reasons to
persuade the King that his uncle was altogether affected to his service and
could do him such service as no man-could do the like. The King inquired
of him wherein. He answered in that he was so inward acquainted with
the estate of England and was able to do him such friendship there as
might greatly advantage him if he were employed by his Majesty, saying
the disgrace he stood in was a great hindrance to his Majesty’s service.
The King has altogether refused either to write or to employ him, ““seing”’
[saying] he would not abuse her Majesty to write to her in a matter that
was neither thought nor meant ““ and for the service you say he can do
me, when I see it in experience I shall tell you more of my mind.” Mr.
Richard would fain have some employment. He is preparing himself to
come to his uncle. What business he has I know not. From the King
he will get neither commission by word nor writ. I know there is (sic)
some men of Edinburgh are labouring to purchase letters and to get him
a commission to deal in some old matters of piracy that Adam Fullerton
had in hand long since. They say they hold “decrites” of 8000.. sterling.
I doubt not but he will get satisfaction presently seeing her Majesty has
nothing to do with money. I know not whether he accept the commis-
sion or not. If he do I had rather he had than myself.

The King is minded to come to Linlithgow at his return from St.
Johnstone where he has appointed some of the Council to meet him to
determine upon his affairs. He is purposed to remain there and in Stirling
all this winter. We hear no word of our Borderers. The Queen’s evil will
remains still to the Earl of Mar, notwithstanding they were agreed she
speaks not to him. She entertains the King more lovingly than ever she
did. Because I have set down my opinion in all those matters I will
not touch them further for the present. As occasion serves you shall be
advertised. I have written to you my own estate in my former which
I doubt not you will have mind of. Edinburgh, 22 September. Signed :
Roger Aston.

2% pp.  Holograph, also address: ““ To my L. Embastour.” En-
dorsed by Bowes : “ Edenbr’ 22 Sept., London 28 ejusdem, 1595.”

22. GEORGE NicorsoN TO ROBERT BOWES.

The King considering as I think how hard it will be for my Lord
Herries to make redress for the complaints of my Lord Scrope and taking
care to enable my Lord Herries therein for the execution of redress to her
Majesty’s contentment, has sent for the Lord of Newbattle (Newbottell)
and the laird of Traquair (Trackquare) to confer with them and to give
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them order to give assistance to my Lord Herries in the same. And for
this purpose they are gone to the King who is most careful to take good
course therein. . ’

My Lord Chancellor fell sick again on Friday night last and on Satur-
day very early Mr. Robert Bruce was sent for and rode to him and looked
not to have found him living, and is not returned. Now by letter from
Doctor Martin (who before had no hope of my lord’s life) it is certified
that my lord is at good ease and past danger as he hopes. There was
message upon message sent to the Court of my lord’s danger and there
still wants no persuasion to move the King to go to him, some think for
the benefit of that side. The ministers, in hope of especial good offices
to the Kirk and Commonweal, do most earnestly pray to God to give him
longer days. If he should chance to die it would make a strange meta-
morphosis here as you may well perceive.

MacQuhirrie (MacWhirrie) is come home as Mr. Dickson (Dixon)
writes to me, to which I refer you.

For certain the Earl of Angus is sometimes open in the north in the
Mearns. His wife is summoned by the Kirk there for the non coming
to the kirk. And the Ladies of Huntly and Errol especially keep great
houses and have great honour done them. And it is thought ““ the Crewe
are preparing for a new day.

From Ireland I now hear nothing of any certainty but look shortly
to do, whereon you shall be advertised.

As to the matters between the Queen and Mar, and between the
Chancellor and that side and Mar, and between him and the Livingstones
(Levingstons), they hang as they did in the balance. Doubtful what shall
come on them, which will appear in time. Edinburgh, 22 Sept. 1595.
Signed : Geo: Nicolson. ‘ : :

1 p. Holograph, aiso address. Endorsed by Bowes: ‘‘ Edenbr’ 22
Septembr’, London 28 ejusdem, 1595.”

23. GEORGE NICOLSON TO ROBERT BOWES.

Now MacLean is returned from Dowart to Inveraray to my Lord of
Argyll and Captain Thornton is also departed from Dowart with letters

~to Sir Robert Cecil, the Lord Deputy of Ireland, the Marshal there and to

yourself, to the which I refer their dealings to be showed by the letters
aforesaid. Always, so far as I can see, I will find the Earl.of Argyll and
MacLean (brother and sister children) in such natural love as the one will
not be employed in those services without the other, so as both their
contentments is very necessary, and in case her Majesty need will serve
without all doubt her Highness’s turn in Ireland, in case they be employed
therein. It is certain the King’s proclamations and utterance of himself
enemy to the assisters of her Highness’s rebels, and the sight of my dealings
with the Earl of Argyll, and of his lordship’s and MacLean’s not only
refusement of the offers of the enemies, but their travails to stay their
supports and aids, well “ kythed * and seen here by their deeds, have not
been a little discouragement to her Majesty’s enemies and a help for the
stay of their further aid, especially at this time when the enemies “ gittes ”
not the other’s aid from Spain, as is said they looked, and upon coming of
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1595.  whom suppose now our rebels (as is thought by some here) for the advan-
tage of a better time for them shall yield to some ease, yet some affected
to papistry [in the margin : Jo. Smallett] do look they shall stir in another
manner of sort and with more numbers of Ireland. And therefore as well
to prevent the worst as to be thankful to Argyll and MacLean and to
keep them sure in my opinion a reasonable sum were well to be bestowed
on both and it is nothing in comparison either to the preventing of such
a mischief or the assured service of such worthy personages, for whose
good I write not but chiefly for my duty to yourself that you may in
time give this advice and service to her Majesty. For time is precious and
apparently the enemies are labouring Argyll and MacLean and now they
2 will have power as you may perceive over all the men of those parts of
Scotland, so as whosoever gets them will get another manner and number
of men than was seen there. In regard whereof also I write thus, praying
your worship to direct me no further to trouble or bear them in hand with
or for anything other than which shall be either presently acknowledged
or performed. For the token is too long delayed and Argyll too long
unthanked, insomuch as I heard it was said by some, belike of no good
mind, that England cares no further for any than the serving of their
own turn. All these matters to the letters here enclosed and with Captain
Thornton.

The Lord Chancellor amends 'now very well yet keeps Mr. Robert
Bruce and other ministers still with him as comforted greatly by them.
So as the sickness has gained him the ministers.

The Master of Glamis, Buccleugh and Cessford have had quiet
meetings here and at Keith. Marshall and Dunipace and others of that
side also have been with them as I hear, but I cannot yet learn what was
among them. Always, if the King had come to-the Chancellor, it was
thought the King should have been stayed. But the King I hear only
forbare to come by reason thereof and intends that the Queen shall not
hastily come hither as before I wrote. All others to the letters of Mr.
Colville who in case anything here shall come material to the service of
her Majesty is like soonest to get knowledge and make advertisement
thereof. Edinburgh. 24 Sept. 1595. Signed : Geo. Nicolson.

1} pp. Holograph, also address. Endorsed by Bowes: ‘‘ Edenbr’
xxiiij° Sept., London primo Octobr’, 1595.” Names, etc., in cipher deciphered.

Sept. 24. 24. [MR. JouN CoLvILLE] TO [ROBERT BOweEs].

Cotviies There is no new thing since my last except that her Majesty is in the

feters -1 patter end of this month to receive her ““intres” in Dundee and St.
Andrews and about the middle of the next goes to Dunfermline and from
thence to Linlithgow, and his Majesty to this town.

The Chancellor undoubtedly now is in great danger, whose death will
breed some great matter. Sundry ‘‘ pressis "’ to his office, but his kindness
thereof he has left to Blantyre for all the apparent hatred was among them.

I cannot yet hear what is done betwixt Melrose and Cessford.

In the latter end of October a raid is instituted to take order in the
West Border for they ride continually and even to the parts of Hamilton
and about or before that time Mar intends to have his day of law.
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Mr. Colville had been with his old [friend] Lord Hamilton well and
kindly used, and he is employed to travail the allia[nce] betwixt him and
the Duke, but I fear the Duke will not consent, albeit he cannot in any
other part bestow himself so well.

Mr. Colville’s particular quondam (Mr. Primrose) will declare to your
lordship wherein Mr. Colville’s duty is rather to thank his loving S. (Mr.
Bowes) nor to press him to any diligence.

To Mecenas Mr. Colville presented his ‘“ oblist ”” duty. This 24 of
September 1595.

Let my faithful quondam (Mr. Primrose) see these occurrents for I
have written but briefly to him. Unsigned.

1p. In John Colville’s handwriting, also address : ““ To S.” Endorsed
by Bowes: Mr. John Colvill, xxiiij° Septembr’, London primo Octobr’
1595.” Names in cipher deciphered.

25. ArcuIBALD DoucrAs To THE LorD HIGH TREASURER OF
ENGLAND.

Your long absence from Court and continual dealing in more serious
affairs may perhaps have been the occasion that you have not remembered
on that which I delivered to your lordship at your last being in London.
I have taken boldness by these few lines to pray you that I may know
some part of your pleasure how to behave myself in that whole matter
that concerns her Majesty’s service, wherein I shall be ready to endeavour
myself to do all the good offices that shall lie in my power to be performed.

By my cousin Ard. Douglas, son to the Earl of Morton, returned
within these two days by the Low Countries from Italy I understand that
the Earl of Errol (Arroll), brother-in-law to the said Archibald, is presently
at Liége (Leidge) and gives it out that the Earl of Huntly does at this
time remain at Dinant (Dynond), whether returned from Spain or yet
not gone thither he cannot tell. The Jesuit, Mr. John Morton, that was
prisoner in Scotland, is gone from Antwerp to Dinant.

The charges of Thomas Wilson, Scottishman detained prisoner by
my occasion through the good will that I have ever borne to do her
Majesty service, do daily increase ; wherethrough I am forced to pray
your lordship to remember his pitiful state. This 24 of September. Signed :
A. Douglas.

1 p. Holograph, also address. Seal. Endorsed by Burghley’s clerk.

26. ADVICES FROM SCOTLAND.

The Queen continueth quarrel against Mar. Within these 8 days
word was great everywhere that the Chancellor’s life was despaired. And
thereon the Queen solicited the King to have the Prior of Pluscarden, Lord
President, made Chancellor. Contrarily the Duke and Mar persuaded
the King for the Prior of Blantyre, Lord Privy Seal, to succeed in that
room ; whereat the Queen is not a little ““ crabed.”

The Queen of England by her letter desires the King that if Chancellor
Maitland (Mattland) depart this life the office be not rashly disposed
without advice for the space of three months.
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The motives for Mar’s solicitation for Blantyre are two : one, that he
would have a condition of him that Mr. John Colville should be Keeper
of the Great Seal; the other, that if the Chancellor die the Secretary’s
place may be disposed at his devotion [sic] and that Colville may enter to
that office or have both in choice.

The Queen of England is afraid lest the Lord President become
Chancellor and the Catholic cause prevail, for he is a “ suppost ”’ of Rome
indeed and has been a great friend in that matter.

Mar made great preparation to make incursion on Bruce and Living-
stone but the King has forbidden him for the space of 45 days under pain
of treason.

The Lord Treasurer, Buccleugh and Sir Robert Ker have been all
privily in this town these 8 days bygone. Buccleugh hath secretly told
an uncle of mine that he was informed by a gentleman in court that the
King had directed commission privily to take himself and others and there-
fore he thought meet to keep himself secret ; as also that a motion was
made to him by Glamis (who has been a man of practice in the like purpose)
to convene their friends of the late faction and lay hands on the King to
obtain what they list, for he was surely informed that the King was minded
to come on this side the Forth to visit the Chancellor at his dwelling house.
And this is easy for Hume, Scot and Ker to perform so near their own
dominions. Herein Buccleugh required my uncle’s advice, who dissuaded
the same, alleging it neither to be lawful, profitable nor honest, and gave
counsel to make friends rather in court who might promise in his name
satisfaction for bygone offences and to make amends in things to come.
Yet how this matter will be followed is secret amongst themselves, though
Buccleugh promised to observe this counsel retiring himself to another
lodging within the town.

Some suppose that the Chancellor shall now convalesce and great
matters are looked for thereon. Edinburgh, 28 Sept. '95. Unsigned.

1} pp.

27. SIR WiLLiaM RusseLL To ROBERT BOWES.

I have received by Captain Thorneton certain offers made by the Lord
of Argyll and Lo. MacLean (Maclaine), a copy whereof I send you en-
closed as also the copy of the King’s proclamation against those Scottish
Irish rebels. I have written a letter to the Lo. MacLean to let me know
how conveniently 2000 Scots may be spared to serve her Majesty against
the Earl and the other northern rebels about the spring, for that our men
are very many sick and weak. I have requested him to send his answer
to you if conveniently he may soonest that way by Edinburgh : if not,
such letters as he shall send to you this way I will see them conveyed with
as much expedition as may be unto you. From her Majesty’s castle of
Dublin this 3 of October 1595. Signed : Wm. Russell.

1 p. Holograph. Addressed : *“ To my very loving friend Mr. Bowes
her Majesty’s ambassador with the Scottish King.” Endorsed by Bowes :
“ Sir William Russell, L. Deputy of Ireland, Dublin 3° Octobr’, London
13° ejusdem, 1595.”
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First enclosure with the same.

(Captain Thornton’s information.)

The Earl of Argyll and MacLean are both very forward to have
revenge upon the Earl of Tyrone for the hanging of their kinsman Hugh
Oneele.

The Earl of Argyll is Lord Lieutenant of all the Island and Out
Isles of Scotland without whose consent MacLean can gather no forces.

MacLean offereth to save her Majesty against the rebels in Ireland
with two or 3000 Scots of the Earl of Argyll’s and his own, so that her
Majesty write unto the said Earl to license MacLean to raise the forces
for this service.

MacLean’s request is that I with her Majesty’s pinnaces under my
charge or her Majesty’s pinnaces under some other captain’s charge may
guard their galleys when they shall land with their forces in Ireland and
defend them from spoil of the enemy in their absence. ’

There came with MacLean when he came from the Earl of Argyll to
confer with me at his castle of Dowarde a minister of the Earl’s whose name
is Archibald Campbell, who informed me of the willingness of his Lord
to farther this her Majesty’s service so that her Highness would wish his
assistance by letter. Also they must be compounded withal for her
Majesty’s pay.

The usual entertainment of the Irish Scots allowed them in the
North of Ireland, viz.

Item every Scot that is to serve with long bow, long sword

or halberd is to have by the quarter 10s. str.
Item every Scot that is to serve with a piece is to have by
the quarter 20s. str.

Every man for his victuals by the month is to have 3
madders of butter and 6 madders of oatmeal and for want of

this victuals 10s. str. by the month
The pay of him that is no shot for his wages and victuals

for a month of 30 days is 13s. 4d.
The pay of a shot by the month ' 16s. 44.
Signed : George Thornton.
1} pp. Endorsed: ‘ Capt. Thorneton’s informacion about the

Scettishe Borderers.”

Second enclosure with the same.

(Laughlan MacLean of Duart to the Lord Deputy of Ireland.)

I do perceive by the letters directed to your lordship from Sir Robert
Cecil by her Majesty’s direction your lordship appointed Captain Thorne-
ton to ply hither towards my castle of Doward with one of her Majesty’s
pinnaces to confer with me about the stay of my neighbours here in the
Isles from the aid of the Earl of Tyrone now in actual rebellion against
her Majesty. Thorneton hath exonerated him very honestly of your
lordship’s commission, arrived here at our castle of Doward, at which
time I was with my cousin, my Lord Earl of Argyll, partly in my own
particulars and partly for such of her Majesty’s business as by her Highness’s
own letters she hath committed to the friendship of my Lord of Argyll ;
wherethrough he directed a messenger to me from anchor before my
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house of Doward earnestly desiring to meet with me and to confer upon
those same particulars which my Lord of Argyll had before imparted to
me. I satisfied his desire and have at length communicated to him my
opinion, which in few words is this : that her Majesty first confirm my
Lord of Argyll in friendship towards herself ; then to set down with his
lordship a settled course whereby such enormous storms may be dissolved
as have already threatened your jurisdictions. The like or greater may be
expected if in time there be not a remedy provided, the which only must
be by her Majesty’s own mean and my Lord of Argyll’s employment ;
whose good will is fervent enough and his power sufficient to perform the
same, as experience in time shall make known to every one if her Majesty
will set down a settled course with him in this action, wherein I understand
I will be second if occasion of her Majesty’s service be offered. I must
have Captain Thorneton to be joined with me therein. These of the
Islands which are bound to that Earl’s aid have found my mean to their
stay therein uncertain, if your lordship knows the same or have heard
thereof. Doward, 12 September, 1595.

And seeing the stay of Captain Thorneton there is not requisite [I]
thought good that he should return home.

11 pp. Copy.

28. ROGER ASTON TO ROBERT BOWES.

This day I came to this town to take my leave of Sir William Keith
who takes his journey to-morrow. I found George ready to make his
dispatch, by whom I thought to accompany with this first letter. We
have no news. The King is presently at St. Johnstone and from thence.
comes to Stirling and so to Linlithgow where he will make his ‘ randevose *
all this winter. This day the word is certain come to this town the
Chancellor will not live. This day Mr. Robert Bruce (Broues) is gone to
him with divers others in great haste. He has been mightily troubled in
his conscience. He has greatly repented his former life both to God and
the King with many protestations that if God spared him at this time he
should become a new man to them both. His continual prayer has been
for the King with many promises to become a new man to him. By the
judgment of all the wise men that have been with him it is conjectured
that he knows many things that have not been revealed and [one ?] of
the wisest thinks the King had done well if he had gone to him when he
was of good mind and remembrance. His death will make a great altera-
tion in this estate. If he live, as I hear he will not, he will be at a great
strait, for first he has promised to the Queen and contracted friendship
with such as are of her faction which he dare not offend. On the other
side he thinks s[h]ame to offend the King who has been so constant to
him and thereupon would have retreated himself to the King, the rather
when he saw their courses “ veolett ”’ [? violated]. He holds in with both at
this present. All rest upon his life or death. The Queen thinks he has
been the overthrow of all their courses and says he is a false knave in that
he was the first deviser of that course and the first that disclosed the
same. She protests before God it was never bred in her breast but laid
down by the Chancellor and some others. She stands stiff at her mark
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and thinks no better way to win the King than by fair entertainment,
whereof there is no want of both sides. The King is not to be brought off
his ground in that point and so matters passes [sic] over. ‘

There has been a secret meeting lately in Edinburgh between the
Master of Glamis, the Lord Hume, the lairds of Buccleuch and Cessford,
They have been at sundry resolutions but can conclude nothing till they
see what becomes of the Chancellor. If he die, they will steal away from
their cause and Buccleuch is minded to pass off the country.- If he live,
they hope to “ doble owtt ” their course. The Earl of Mar and the Prior
of Blantyre are surely advertised there is an intention against them.
Whereupon they are determined to look the better to themselves. These
3 days bypast the Prior has been in Stirling to see what he could get
done between the Earl and Dunipace (Donnypese) about the “ sletter ”
[slaughter] of David Foster., The Earl thinks himself so far interested as
he will do nothing in that matter, except they present the *‘ ded doeres ”
[? deed doers] from Stirling. The Prior came to Linlithgow where we were
merry and drank to you. The 20th instant the King has appointed his
Council to come to Linlithgow where he will take order with his affairs.
The death of the Chancellor will alter many things among us. Edinburgh,
3 October. Signed : Roger Aston.

3 pp. Holograph, also address : ““ To my L. Embastour.” Endorsed
by Bowes : ‘““ Edenbr’, 3 Octobr’, London 9 ejusdem, 1595.”

29. Joun WEMYSS OF LOGIE TO —.

At my coming out of England I saw in Zeeland a sight of a letter that
came from Antwerp written in cypher at that time as far as I could collect.
It specified of some preparations making in Spain. I wrote my appearance
to Mr. Hueston. Thereafter I wrote to him again from Hamburg upon
my own imagination that I had mistaken the letter. Having after this
passed somewhat farther up in the country [I] was altogether secluded
from intelligence, so that I thought long and drew myself farther
down, and of great accident encountered the same man that had written
that letter which I saw at Zeeland. With whom after many circumstances
I fell in talk of such a letter, who when he understood that I had seen the
same showed me that there was a privy “ surpress "’ ready of execution
in England, which was of little or no importance but tended only to move
them [to] think that the preparation that was making had no other issue
but that which I hear is little done, thinking that they would look for no
other and that Spain would take a great time to prepare anything else.
In the meantime they have a new force and whether it intends towards
Ireland, Scotland or England that could he not, at least he would not,
tell. I hear they mind now to bend all their forces and see what they may
do, and to stir up our King to “ kythe ” himself against that estate of
yours. There is means to obviate that as I could show your lordship in
case I could speak with yourself or yet had assurance that this writing
would come to your hands safely. My Lord Huntly is not yet come down
from Rome as he appointed, but I hear there is one passed to him with
some commissions, what I cannot say. I hear that Colonel Stewart was in
Denmark, thereafter with great expedition passed to Medlingburg [Mecklen-
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burg] and Brunswick, what to do of truth I can hardly imagine. The King
of Denmark is presently in Brunswick, some say of purpose to see a gentle-
woman, daughter to the Marquis of Brandenburg. ~Some suspect that
which I am not feared for, that is to make some league, against whom I
will not say, albeit I think if they be not moved very instantly by some
other persons will be content to keep the old form of the country. .I am
sure you are advertised that things succeed very well with the Christians,
which will profit your estate nothing for there is some of the Duke’s here.
The word is through all these parts that her Majesty was not only a mover
of the Turk to these wars but likewise a privy *“ surmyser ” (as they call
it of her) with instruments of war for English ships taken with powder
and “ pulled " going toward the Turk’s bounds, of the which many noble-
men of these parts were very glad. At my coming to Keile in the land of
Holst I met one called Anthony Ottorron, an Italian born, [who] married
a Low Country woman, who has his maintenance of Hertzech of Anspach,
brother ““ barnes ” with the Marquis of Brandenburg. This has written
to Scotland two packets ; the one is directed by Zeeland, the other by the
King’s secretary of Denmark to the King of Scotland. This is one very
well travelled and lives upon intelligence, a man of good language who was
in Scotland some 2 years since only for news, and what he can have to do
with our King I could not learn, because I ““ behooved "’ to use an inter-
preter always. An your intelligence be no worse in Scotland nor
then it was, ye will soon learn what was his negotiation in those parts.
I intend by your grace to be shortly in Brussels, where perchance I may
learn somewhat more, but above all I will beseech your lordship to let
me be no way known but to such as ye are assured of, for their men will
keep up from me that which otherwise they would speak,and by that
bearing amongst them, it may imperil me very ‘“mickle” presenting
service to Sir Robert Cecil who shall find me readier to serve that estate
nor he was to further my suit.

As T have the commodity of sure bearers I shall write more particu-
larly to your lordship. The 3 of October. Signed : Weymes Logy.

11 pp. Holograph. No address or endorsement.

30. GEORGE NicoLsoN TO [ROBERT BOWwEs].

Yesterday Mr. George Erskine being here told me that the same day
he came from Inveraray MacLean returned to my Lord and told himself
that the Captain was departed with MacLean’s letters promising speedy
delivery of them, so as I hope those letters are also come to our court and
that according to my former it is made known thereby that, albeit MacLean
be in agreement with those men by means of the Earl of Argyll, yet he
will do her Majesty service so as my Lord of Argyll be dealt with to employ
and join with him therein, but without my Lord’s employment he cannot
conveniently deal. And by Mr. George I find still that my Lord is ready
to pleasure her Majesty upon her mean either for persuading an obedience
in the Irish rebels to her upon conditions pleasing her and them, and herein
to give his travail for her Majesty upon her mean or charges, in case it so
stand in Ireland so that might pleasure her Highness; and upon not
effecting of her pleasure with them that my Lord would make that his



James VI.
1595.

CALENDAR OF SCOTTISH PAPERS. 31

quarrel against the rebels, and at her pleasure and mean or charges to
assist her Highness against them with his forces and his friends; his
Majesty giving him leave as MacLean also says, and which his Majesty for
pleasuring of her Highness would no doubt do but much more being moved
therein. So as God be thanked all things here in this matter stand well
and at her will and pleasure. Yet I perceive by Mr. George that my Lord
and his ancestors being presently and having been in great friendship with
O’Donnell and the rest think that he cannot nor will not break friendship
with them without occasion of some quarrel (but performance of his
duty to his Majesty I suppose together with good occasion at her Majesty’s
hands will be good cause of quarrel) against them. Of old my Lord had
great tribute of them which was offered with the arrearages to him again
with good surety for performance, but Mr. George says that for her
Majesty’s cause he had refused to accept the same or to renew any friend-
ship with them, in hope of her friendship, and Mr. George wishes that this
friendship of her Majesty’s may be made with my Lord in time, lest
O’Donnell and the rest make their offers again to his lordship and that he
accept thereof, which once done he says my Lord will not afterwards break
with them for anything. Always he says my Lord rests still at her Majesty’s
service to be either speedily employed or, with thanks for that which is
done, advertised that there is no further cause of his employment. And,
therefore, as the state of things stands best known by advertisements
from her Majesty’s officers in Ireland, so apparently this matter had need
to be guided : but, however it be, 1000 angels or marks were not cast away
to be bestowed on so fit a nobleman for her Majesty’s service in those
affairs at all occasions.

And Patt’s (MacLean’s) token of 1000 crowns which he expects
because both Birr (John Cunningham) gave him word thereof and that he
should have it, and that by direction of 83 (Sir Robert Cecil), and also
that, since D (Mr. Bowes) caused word to be sent to him that it was ready
to be sent and delivered where and to whom MacLean pleased, would be
sent to him. For surely it is well deserved and will be better if there be
greater cause and he employed. Always I write this in performance of
duty, leaving the same to be used as shall be thought meetest.

Here it is said that the rebels have gotten armour and gold and look
for some men daily out of Spain, and that still they do great hurt. But,
because the truth is known best where you are, I leave these matters.
Only it is still maintained that the Earl has the hands of the great ones in
Ireland for the effecting of their plot in hand, and that these great ones
await but their proper times to ““ kythe ” themselves in, when the same
may best serve their turns. The Earl is said to be much increased with
horsemen, and he will not fight but, as Mr. George suspects, run into the
south parts as my Lord Deputy goes northwards and so make a notable
confusion there or adventure the taking and keeping of the south parts.
I see no other but the employment of 10 (Argyll), and Patt (MacLean) at
the first would have ere now broken the rebels’ necks and ended that her
Majesty’s charge, and yet would do it soonest : for you may be bold upon
agreement with these 2 to give assurance of especial good service and
success.

As to the Borders: Cessford sent Sir Andrew Ker to the King to
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complain of Mr. Henry Woddrington and of Sir John Forster for not doing,
nay denying of him, justice, and to seek as it were the King’s oversight
to take revenge. But the King has flatly commanded that neither Cessford
nor any of his should stir, threatening to lay to Cessford’s own charge
whatsoever should be done, and protesting to preserve the peace with her
Majesty as by Mr. Aston’s letter to you you will perceive. Whereupon
I have written all to Sir John that he may do for the best. I hear they are
now keeping days of truce. The matter between the laird of Mewross and
him for his cousin is still put over for 10 days longer. [In margin.: 69
(Buccleugh) I think shall travail indeed so soon as he can himself in peace
to remove the suspicion which B (the King) has of him.] In the matter
between the laird of Buccleugh-and the Grames there would be some
present order, and I find some stirs not accustomed rising on the East
Marches and with the Mars. But all these to the wardens’ reports, who
know best how things stand and how agreements are proceeding between
the 2 lairds and their “ compeditors ”’ who are a block in these great lairds’
ways, which would be slightly removed and without discouragement to
them, until further trial be seen of the 2 lairds’ actions and in manner as
shall preserve the peace. But if your worship return ye will have great

. power and interest in all persons to do good in these causes.

I must needs confirm the open being of Angus in the Mearns. It is so
openly spoken, as also it is thought it is so far agreed unto by B (the King)
as upon honourable motions to be made to him therein, Angus shall be
remitted : for which cause the ministers look to be dealt with more plainly,
and Mr. Richard Douglas is, as is thought, to procure means also from
Pa (England) for the better warrant of 4 (the King) to deal friendly, and
I think Mr. Archibald shall have credit quietly for advancement thereof
in Pa (England). [In margin : but this to Mr. Richard’s self who shortly
will be in London.] But of these things I can give you no assurance, yet
surely some of Res (the Kirk) look that whether they agree or not Angus
shall find favour and that presently, as also that the papist Earls shall be
at home in the end of this month, and for the plot of 2 (the King of Spain),
to whom they can do no service unless they be in Ter (Scotland) to receive
theirs to be sent to Scotland, and some of the Kirk have heard that 9
(Huntly) and 12 (Errol) have licence to return, and Res (the Kirk) expect
nothing but troubles. Yet inasmuch as they are not sure of these things
they keep quiet. 21 (Mar) is blamed to be the joiner with B (the King) in
these things, which makes me think them to be rather devised to make
Mar odious with the Kirk than to be true. Always I hear my Lady Huntly
is coming to the Court.

On Monday the King rode to St. Johnstone, and on Wednesday the
Queen went also thither. He is taking order with the Highlanders that
depended on Atholl. That earldom is sought for by Invernethe, Ochiltrie
and by the Duke for his brother, but not yet gotten as I hear, neither is in
the King’s hands but in my Lady’s and her 2 daughters’, whom my Lady
means to make great countesses by marrying the eldest to the Earl of
Moray (Murray) and the younger to the Earl’s brother, and to make Moray
Atholl and his brother Moray. I hear Crawford has the grant of the
abbacy of Coupar. The Master of Glamis sought it but the King said he
had rather he were hanged.
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On Saturday the King and Queen return to Falkland, on Monday to
Dunfermline and on or about Wednesday come over to Linlithgow, there
to stay some 20 days, and after to go to Stirling if the Queen please. Then
things will mend or be worse. My old Lady Mar I hear is now at Stirling :
so as that cause will be wanting. The Livingstones have banished, as it
were, 2 Livingstones and Airth has banished 3 Bruces, being all they say
at Davy Forster’s slaughter, and they have offered, as before I advertised,
honours to Mar and Garden and 2000 marks to the wife, and will yet
offer more, they say, so as I cannot see but it will agree. [I#n margin : 67
(Mr. Colville) is dealing to agree it.] I thought once, as I wrote, that it had
been done,

The Lord Chancellor is fallen evil again and not like to live. This day
the ministers were sent for to him and are ridden at 11 hours. If he die,
here will be such a change as was not this 20 years. Blantyre has been
said to have sought it and I think shall get [it] if he die. He is sore troubled
in conscience and with fear that his dealings between 4 (the King) and 5
(Queen) should come out.

On Saturday the scholars were again called into the Tolbooth to have
had assise for the slaughter of John Macmurron, but the men of law for
the scholars found such fault in the commission which the King had given
the town for their warrant to deal in that matter as it was not found
sufficient. So as the matter is put over till the 20th hereof, and in the
meantime the town intend to get better commission. One English boy,
son of Richard Forster, was in the school and put in the Tolbooth. But my
Lord Hume has got him at liberty upon caution to be answerable, which
none other of the children can procure. My Lord was very earnest with
the King declaring that it stood upon the King’s honour to save that boy,
being an English boy and a stranger, suppose all the rest should die, for
whom also he spoke as earnestly as my Lord Sinclair or any else did. I
see the town very earnest to have this fact punished and it is meet to get
some help by the boys’ friends for building of some of the 4 churches now
intended to be made here.

On Tuesday last the goodman of North Berwick was again chosen
provost but as yet he refuses it. John Arnett and Nic. Udders was [sic]
in “lite ” with him. He is seen to the town to be wise and conformable
to them and to have such favour at the King’s hands as may stead the
town, and therefore they chose him. William Smale, Clement Ker, Wm.
Aulde and Hugh Browne are chosen bailiffs, John Jackson treasurer and
Sanders Uddertes still dean of the Gill. The provost is ridden home not
contented, but the town will call to the King to cause him execute his
place. Edinburgh, 3 Oct. 1595. Signed : George Nicolson.

3% pp. Holograph. No address or endorsement. Names in cipher
deciphered.

31. ROBERT GODFREY TO ROBERT BOWES.

“ Brother, I haif vrettin tua sindrie letters to zou, quhairof as zit I
have resavit no advertisment from zou if zou haif resavit any of yaime,

* Godfrey appears to date his letters in the new style. Cp. the letter of 15/25 Jan.
1595-6 below.

VOL. XII. _ B
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quhairthroch have takin occasione as be my last, heirby, that ze vald
honor me w* zour letter quhairby I askit, and do ask, that if zou haif any
man in quhome ze haif hoep remaining in Orknay (Bruxilles) or thairby,
ze vald mak me knaw him, if zou vil gif me that meikil trust, by quhome
I micht have my cofferis direct to zou in suirte. For zour visdome may
consider, if I be in companie w* R (Huntley), I am not able to mak my
avin dyet as I vil, quhilk is and hath beine a motion to a pairt of my stay
in thir quarters, till I suld heir fra zou. Pleis thair hath beine ane querell
tuixt R (Huntley) and P [Eroll] laitlie and Malchus (the Bishop of Ross),
Samson (Mr. Ja: Gordon) vt Patersone (Father Creighton) ver present,
qubhair, as I haif leirnit, it is concludit that R {(Huntley) sall go to Turkie
(Scotland) and P (Erroll) remaine heir qF he is till he be advertist fra his
freinds. He quho gifis me this advertisement is not of sik credit as I vill

. seil all his speichis. It is treu I knav be veray plaine evidence that
he hath frequent access to the foirsaid persons. He vil haif me beleive
that R (Huntley) hath pouer to go home quhan he vil, if any assurance
Thomas (the King of Scottes) may gif him be sufficient. He sayis that the
honestest men in Turkie (Scotland) ar sin[cer]e and assured freinds to R
(Huntley) and his sort. I gif it no credit. I am promeist to find ane
honest man fra quhome I have haid ordinarie intelligens sence my first
cuming to thir pairts at Lin (Antwarp) the xxviii of this instant heirfoir.
I pray zou wt the same schip if no sooner let me heir frome zou touching
the receipt of my letters. I must intreit zou that it vill pleis zou vreit to
the man conservator quho is in thir quarters for Thomas (the King of
Scottes) a letter of zour courtesie not touching any thing of me, bot
desyring him yat he vald mak zou acqueint wt his ordinarie occurrentes,
and assuring him that if he do so ze vill not forgzet his courtesie in that
doing. In mein tyme I vill assuir zou that he is a verray ambidexter as
I sall mak zou knov moir plainlie be my nixt letter, for I have leirnit of
him self a pairt of y* giffis me this assurance, and know forder than for the
present I may vreit. Alway I pray zou, ST, vreit to him for amongs the
rest of his discourses he hath said to me that he vreit ains to zou and
resavit no ansur. It if may not displeis zou I must request that no thing
be hard of this, for it may stand me on my heid. Not that I compt for
him bot that I feir he go betuixt my mouth and the cup as I go to
R (Huntley). I remit that quhairin I vischit zou to remember me to
zour auin courtesie and favor, I vreit to zou that ze suld be a good
menagier becas I am plaine contrair in thir pairts, quhair I am.” “ Coupar
(Midleburghe) this 13 of Oct.” Signed : Robert Godfrey.

2 pp. Holograph, the deciphered names inserted in another hand.
Addyessed : ““ To the richt honorable Thomas Bell, gif this to Mr. Bouis in
hand.” Endorsed by Bowes: *‘ Coupar xiij° Octobr’, London xviij°
ejusdem, 1595.”  Slightly mutilated in parts.

32. GEORGE NicoLsON TO [ROBERT BOWES].

Yesternight at 9 hours the Lord Chancellor died, so as there is like
to be a general change in all things. The Master of Glamis and the 2 lairds
will now do the best for themselves they can, and the whole blame will
be laid on the Chancellor for moving the Queen to her motion anent the
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young prince and some speeches she has used already to cast the blame on
him. But yet she will not give it over ; neither look I that that side shall
now by policy (wanting their chief credit with the King and deviser) any
longer stay to effect desires, but by force attempt it to the rising of present
troubles here. For all their friends are under warning, I think rather for
taking advantage here than for causes of the Borders. I hope my Lord
Hume shall get the wardship. But all things thus to come I leave to the
sight of them as they shall come, commending for the present this matter
to your knowledge as a matter of greatest moment in the choice of another
Chancellor, which I look shall be good Blantyre. Edinburgh, 4 Oct. 1595.
Signed : Geo: Nicolson.

For certain you will hear strange matters now opened of his dealings.
And 67 (Mr. Colville) T hope shall now do well and for these parts be able
to do good service to Pa (England), which surely he will.

3 p. Holograph. No address or endorsement. Names in cipher
deciphered.

33. LAUCHLAN MACLEAN OF DOWART TO GEORGE NICOLSON.

The space of 15 years since or thereby an honest man of the realm
of England named William Nycoll (who has his dwelling in the parish of
Northam, his ship lay at Bascavill on the river of Brisco) came to my
lands and in friendly manner had home with him a child named John
McNeill, a special kinsman to M¢Neill of Barray, who as my ‘“ dependar
serves me in time of trouble with three hundred men. This young boy
now come to the perfection of a man, well entertained in the bounds of
England, never made his friends to know of his estate, wherethrough it
seemed to them that he was departed this life till now that he has written
to me and to his friends from Exeter in Devonshire, where he is committed
to prison in her Majesty’s castle, showing that since his departing this
realm he has had good success in his traffics by sea till now that by fortune
in his own defence in single combat he has slain a gentleman, a captain
better than himself, for the which he is committed to prison. Sundry
gentlemen of those bounds have done for him but in special a gentleman
named George Cary, who has also written to me from Clovelly desiring me
to use mean with his Majesty of Scotland to write to her Majesty for his
pardon. And although I have been in his Majesty’s presence of late, yet
we have not made end with his grace anent some particular. [I] have con-
tinued my mean with his'grace, having a trust and hope to receive grace
and pardon at her Majesty’s hands, and to that effect have written to my
lord your master to use mean with Sir Robert Cecil and others of the
Council so that by his and their travailing with her Majesty my ‘‘ kindly ”’
man may obtain his pardon, for the which I will think me * gretumly
obliged to her Majesty, to your lord and master and to all those that
aid him herein. Ye shall receive the letter that George Cary has sent to
me, which has been long by the way. If her Majesty will be so gracious
to him as to let him have his life, I shall make him do her good service

* This letter is dated Oct. 1 in Thorpe’s Calendar but the date appears to be the same
as that of MacLean’s letter (No. 34) to Bowes, and both letters have been endorsed as
written on Oct. 5.
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in other parts, though he be banished England. But if he had liberty to
repair there as he thought good it were better. I will request you most
earnestly to insist with my lord your master to the perfecting hereof and
to send my letters to the said George Cary and to John MeNeill who is
named there ““ Johnne Neill.” The taking of his life is worth nothing,
seeing he was compelled and forced to defend himself, and though the laws
be strait yet the same ought to be considered. If her Majesty have to do
with our service in Ireland, her Grace shall think that young man’s life
worthy to be spared. For besides my service and his friends with me, as
they ever will be, the sparing of his life will cause them serve with great
courage as they are indeed very able in any ground they chance on. As
to the token ordained by her Majesty I look for the same as my lord your
master did write. ‘ From Inverrary the fyift of October 1595.” Signed :
Lauchlane M¢Lane off Doward.
Postscript.—I send George Carye’s letter to your master.

1 p. In the handwriting of Auchinvoss, also address. Wafer seal
of arms. Endorsed by Nicolson: * Inverary 5, Edenb’ 14 Octob. Per
Fluor’s servaitt.”

34. LAUCHLAN MACLEAN OoF DOWART TO ROBERT BOWES.

Seeing the Earl of Argyll will not want me out of his company here
[I] thought good to be occupied in some affairs of importance in case
occasion were offered. Angus MacConnell is come into the Earl to his
place of Inveraray and on his knees asked mercy for his offences committed
to his lordship. Donnald Gorm MacConnell is written for, who will come
in and vow obedience in like manner. Seeing I have entered in her
Majesty’s service, now known by sundry through the coming of Thornton
to my place, her Majesty may be assured of me as an honourable true
gentleman to do her service to the uttermost of my power. Albeit I have
presented his Majesty and have gotten presence of his Highness, yet in
some particular we are not appointed for making the *“ convoy " thereof ;
(I] will request your lordship that by you and the mean of Sir Robert her
Majesty write to his Highness [and] therein make mention that her Majesty
desires his Highness to command me to her service ; another letter to the
Prior of Blantyre therein makes mention that her Majesty has to do with
my service, and seeing I have to do with his Highness concerning some
lands possessed by me that he see her Majesty’s desire make me to receive
favour and end my advice with his Highness in such form that I may
make her Majesty acquainted with such courtesy as I received through
her letter. These letters I desire and request your lordship most earnestly
to obtain and to direct them to your servant George Nicolson that they
be not presented till my servant see them. Or [ere] now I looked for
the token ordained by her Majesty to me, desired the same to be sent to
your servant George and the same to be delivered by him to myself or to
my servant John Auchinross. I marvel of the stay thereof seeing it is
long since you wrote to me of the same. Let me know now with the first
what I may look for.

I am informed by a young gentleman of my lands born, named John
McNeill with us, and with you in England John Neill, whose friends are
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my servants and ““ dependaris ’ [and] furnish me three hundred men in
time of trouble, the principal man of whom is named M¢Neill of Barray,
this John M¢Neill departed from Scotland the space of 15 years since or
thereby, being a young boy, in company of one named William Nycoll in the
parish of Northam at Bascavill in England. We thought that he was not
““on lyif 7 till now that he being in her Majesty’s castle of Exeter in
Devonshire lets me to know how he has used himself in affairs of sea since
his departing, wherein he had good luck till now of late being compelled
and forced by a captain, a gentleman, to enter in single combat ; whom by
fortune he has killed, and though the same be honest in his own defence,
yet your laws are strait as George Cary, a gentleman who has done
“mekill ” for him, has written to me from Clovelly ; which letter your
lordship shall receive for further information.

Through some occasions, as perhaps your lordship will hear of
hereafter, my cousin of Argyll would not write to his Majesty for his
request to her Majesty. Yet I would not leave my honest turn undone if
I might, but would use all mean. [I] have written to Thomas Erskine
(Areskeyn) hereanent, who will proceed as his wisdom thinks good, and
being uncertain what he will do have taken the boldness through the honesty
of the cause to request your lordship most earnestly that ye with Sir
Robert Cecil and others of your acquaintance let her Majesty know of
this young man named John Neill there, my “ kyndly ” man, and most
humbly to request her Majesty for his liberty and pardon. If her Majesty
will be so gracious to me, her humble servitor, as to grant him his life,
I hope in God to acquit the same favour as my service do or may ; and
if the party be strong there that he may not live in those parts, let him be
banished with his life, seeing his part is honest in his own defence, and I
shall make him to serve her Majesty in other parts. My suit herein is very
honest seeing he is the honest man and therefore do esteem of him as I
would of my son if he were in that danger. [I] will in this request your
lordship and her Majesty’s Council “ all so much " as I would in my son’s
action. No further herein can I write and therefore under God commit
the life of my servant and “ kyndly ” man to her Majesty and Council,
who has done nothing but in his own defence as is notorious known.
Therefore seeing my part through my “ kyndlie "’ man is honest I look for
grace and mercy of her Majesty, my mistress’s hands. These other letters
directed to George Cary and my servant John Neill in those bounds, I
request your lordship that for my honour and their comfort you cause
[to] be delivered to them, my duty of humble service being remembered
to her Majesty and commendations to Sir Robert Cecil, my friend and
companion as I hope in God to use. “ From Inverraray, the fyift of
October 1595.”

Postscript.—As your lordship prospers in the liberty of my servant
and ““ kyndly ” man, John M¢Neill, write your comfortable letters to him
in prison where he lies in the castle of Exeter and also write thereof to his
tender friend George Cary, whom to I hold myself much “ addettit.”

In my former letters to you I wrote that I should make all the men of
the Isles here render obedience to my cousin of Argyll, which now shall
be performed. And as I wrote against your new made Earl of Tyrone I
doubt not being employed by her Majesty, after my landing in Ireland to
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change him shortly from that name. In all our doings credit no creature
except George Nicolson and John Auchinross. Signed : Lauchlan M¢Lane
off Doward.

2pp. Seal. Inthe handwriting of Auchinross, also address. Endorsed
by Bowes: ‘‘ Inverrarye v° Octobr’, Char’ xxj° ejusdem, 1595.”

35. CHARLES EGGARTON TO ROBERT BOWES.

Having certain advertisements here that the traitor, the Earl of
Tyrone, has very lately dispatched one Francis Moumford, an Englishman,
with letters from him into Spain for the practising and drawing of Spanish
forces into this realm of Ireland against her Majesty and that the said
Moumford is now in Scotland in the Earl Huntly’s country hoping from
thence to have shipping into Spain; upon whose arrival there the said
Earl of Tyrone expects the speedy repair of forces from thence this
winter ; I have thought good to signify thus much unto your worship
and withal to set down what manner of man the said Moumford is
for his better apprehension. He is of middle stature; of age about
thirty years ; little or no hair of his face and is learned and apparelled
English like. It is thought where he can get first shipping for Spain,
he will repair thereunto. From Knockfargus, 5 Oct. 1595. Signed :
Charles Eggarton.

%+ p. Holograph, also address. Endorsed by Bowes: ‘° Knockfargus
vte Octobr’. Richmonde 9 Novembr’, 1595.”

36. CHARLES EGGARTON TO ROBERT BOWES.

Having at this instant met with a friend that has promised me to
see my letters safely sent unto you and having written from advertise-
ments unto my Lord Treasurer, I have presumed to crave your favour in
sending this my letter unto my Lord Treasurer here enclosed amongst
your own the next post. Wherein, besides your former friendship towards
me upon my wife’s troublesome letter unto you, I shall during my life
acknowledge myself greatly bound unto you. From Knockfargus, 7 Oct.
1595. Signed : Charles Eggarton.

Postscript.—My wife is a daughter of Sir Henry Gates, who has her
with great thanks most heartily commended unto yourself and your good
bedfellow.

The passage before this I sent you advertisements of one Francis
Moumford [whose business is again set out as wn No. 35]. If he miss of
direct shipping for Spain he will pass for France. He is [description as in
No. 35] a seminary by profession and apparelled English like. God send
you may light right upon him. Signed : Charles Eggarton.

1 p. Holograph, also address. Endorsed by Bowes : ‘ Knockfargus
7 Octobr’, Richmond 9 Novembr’, 1595.” In another hand (? Nicolson’s)
below the address is written : * One Cuming of Urwyn had this out of Ireland
as he sends me word by the partie he sent to me with this packett, who
I have well payde ere it wold be delivered to me.”
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37. [Mr. JounN CoLVILLE] TO [ROBERT BOWES].

All particulars I refer to Mr. Primrose, protesting however things fail
me there yet to them shall Mr. Colville never fail, God willing.

Their Majesties are to be to-morrow as I hear at Dunfermline and this
day from St. Johnstone coming to Falkland.

On Friday night 9 hours the [3rd] hereof the Chancellor died. Thus
his faction is headless. What course they shall take is yet uncertain,
some supposing that Cessford and Buccleuch will crave licence and depart
the realm, albeit Glamis had lately been in Edinburgh fearing his death
to comfort and keep together the society.

Upon his death must follow unexpected matters and Colville hoped
in God now the door shall be no more barred on him.

The matter of the tithes betwixt Melrose and Cessford is concluded
for 10 days. .

Mr. Richard Douglas is to come thither. I think it be to procure
benevolence for Angus who is like here also to find favour with the Church
and so I fear with time shall the rest.

Mar is marvellously pressed to assure with his neighbours but will
not hearken and now I fear he shall be more bent ““ nor ” of before.

Colville labours still to knit up the marriage betwixt the Duke and
Hamilton but he feared that the Duke’s mind be some other way.

This beseeching the Lord daily for the felicity of Avdin and Mecenas
and yourself I do my humble service. The 7 of October. Unsigned.

1 p. In John Colville’s handwriting, also address: ‘“ To S.” En-
dorsed by Bowes : “ Mr. John Colvill, vij° Octobr’, London, xvj° ejusdem,
1595.” Names in cipher deciphered.

38. GEORGE NICOLSON TO ROBERT BOWES.

Upon my Lord Scrope’s complaints and letter the King has written
twice to my Lord Herries (Harris) commanding him to keep meetings and
do justice with my Lord Scrope. And by Sir George Hume (who I assure
you is a very good instrument for the peace and amity and so “ kieths ”
himself) his Majesty willed me to give my Lord Scrope word hereof and to
will him to send to Herries therein and to advertise me that I might show
his Majesty if my Lord Herries should not keep meetings and administer
justice accordingly, as also to will my Lord Scrope to send his particular
complaints against the Johnstones and he should cause Johnstone or others
to make redress for the same. [In margin: Johnstone is exempt from
Herries’s charge by reason of their feud.] And for the execution of justice
and preservation of the peace his Majesty is shortly to have Buccleugh,
Cessford and the rest of the chief of his Borders to come to him that he
may take effectual order with them therein. All which I have herewith
advertised my Lord Scrope of that his lordship may do as shall appertain.
And Sir George is directed by his Majesty to charge Cessford to be quiet
and to warn him that in case any of his do stir that the King will take
him to Cessford only for the same. So as I account there dare not no great
attempts be done. Yet Buccleugh thinks long, and lately on Monday last
has also had a muster and meeting of his men and friends. Always I
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am glad that I have kept matters from extremity on the west Borders and
Eetv(s;een others and Buccleugh thus long and until they are out of my
ands.

Licence is gotten as some say that for 40 days my Lord of Angus may
be conferred with by some of the ministers for his conversion, that after-
wards he may be received. And the synodal assemblies of Angus, Mearns
and Fife have agreed thereunto, providing that the presbyteries here shall
also agree thereunto, and for which cause they have sent to know the
resolution of the assemblies here, and withal the laird of Whittingham and
many other of Angus’s friends are soliciting and travailing for the further-
ance.

This day the synodal assembly after long reasoning referred it to
Mr. Robert Bruce, Mr. David Lindsay, Mr. Robert Pollogg and some other
choice persons. Mr. Bruce came not among them. The rest had long
conference and some among them showed that by a letter out of the Low
Countries from a privy friend it was advertised that there was dealings
betwixt her Majesty and Huntly and Errol as her Majesty would deal
for them ; and it was also showed among them that Mr. Archibald Douglas
had written that, if Huntly and Errol got favour, it would be by her
Majesty’s means. It was also remembered among them that the King
had said that, if the ministers should deal with Angus, he would the next
day deal with Huntly and Errol ; and also by letter from a courtier as
much was in effect meant. So as in regard of the contrarieties hereof
these chief ministers have thought best that the presbyteries of the Kirk
of Lothian, Fife, Angus and Mearns shall each of them send 2 commis-
sioners all together to know the King’s mind before they give answer
therein ; and in the meantime with the King’s leave to send some to
confer with Angus to try and see what hope is to be had of him. So as
this matter is now set ““ on brotche.” But to-morrow the Assembly sits
again and, if they shall find any better course, then they will do accordingly.
Otherways they will go and know the King’s pleasure. 58 (Sir George
Hume) seemed to me to note a strange dealing in Res (the Kirk) thus to
be dealing for 8 (Angus). So as it seems to me that B (the King) lies upon
advantage to hold himself excused if this matter be otherways taken than
well. I write something plain, beseeching your worship to keep all quiet,
lest the factors for 8 (Angus) with you, whereof I gave some touch before,
get knowledge hereof.

I heard that Huntly and Errol were to come home, but Sir George
assures me not for certain, so as I do believe him. I told him also that
I heard that Spott and he were under terms for agreement, but he assured
me there was no such motion made to him. So as I am partly in opinion
58 (Sir George) likes not the dealings for Angus. Also he says there is
no such thing as my Lady Huntly to come to the Court.

The Chancellor was asked what advice he would leave to the King
for the managing of his estate. The Chancellor said it was too late
“ spered,” for his thoughts were upon another world. And for certain
he has made a very godly end. I think Sir George is gone also to comfort
my Lady Thirlestane (Thurlston) from his Majesty. His place is not
like hastily to be “ disponit ”’ upon. Yet it is thought that the Duke shall
keep the seal and Blantyre supply the place until the King be further
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advised. The King has said he will well ken who [sic] he chooses for that
place, adding that he can have none but in short time they will presume
to be equal with himself. And some favourers of the Chancellor note
that his Majesty takes little care for the loss of the Chancellor.

On Monday Mr. Robert Bruce and some of this town rode to North
Berwick to persuade the good man to accept the office, but still he excuses
the same. Yet he came hither this day about a trist but is not yet con-
tented to deal with the provostship. So as the town intend to send
comrmnissioners to desire his Majesty to cause him to execute the office.

I see appearance of a separation between my Lord Home and my Lady
who has taken the plate and best stuffs at Dunglas and carried with her to
Fife to her “liseing ”’ there of the Master of Oliphant’s, her husband’s
(sic). The Earl Marischal (Marshall) and his wife for a fault in the Earl
were at parting, yet now agreed as I hear. "

Here is word that Rothouse is dead.

From Ireland I hear nothing certain nor good. Edinburgh, 8 Oct.
1595. Signed : George Nicolson.

Postscript.—To-morrow his Majesty and the Queen come from
Dunfermline whither they came but on Monday last from St. Johnstone
to Linlithgow, where he will have the Borderers to come to him about the
quieting thereof.

As yet all things by reason of the Chancellor’s death are loose, not
yet come to any heads . . . factions, but shortly will do I think. I have
not spoken with any yet that can tell me what 57 (the Master of Glamis),
69 (Buccleugh) and 70 (Cessford) concluded, but I hear no more than still
to stick together in all occasions. When friends come hither you shall
know more. Always, I look now, force as well as policy shall guide them.

2% pp. Holograph, also address. Endorsed by Bowes: ‘‘ Edenbr’
viij® Octobr’, London xvj° ejusdem, 1595.” Names in cipher deciphered.

39. RoBERT BOwWESs To SirR RoOBERT CECIL.

It may please your Honour to receive these letters addressed by
George Nicolson and others to me, and to pardon mine absence at this
time in regard that this day I have gathered some of my learned counsel
to confer and resolve in my cause in question in law and to be heard very
shortly. London, 9 Oct. 1595. Signed : Robert Bowes.

1 2. In the hand of Bowes’s clerk, also address. Endorsed.

40. JoHN AUCHINROSS TO ROBERT BOWES.

I have not been negligent in anything enterprised by your lordship
for my master. You may be assured that the Earl of Tyrone has lost all
that he “ vairit ”* on our Scottishmen for, through my master’s being with
the Earl of Argyll his cousin, all those that are in the Isles must come to
his lordship, seeing my master is over strong an officer to charge them in
case they refuse. Tyrone is very earnest by sundry means to procure my
master’s favour always continued. And so, good lord, presently there
rests “ mekill " in his hands. For if he aid the Earl there will be a strong

* Wared, expended.
VOL. XII BI
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match against her Majesty in Ireland. On the other part, if he be employed
in her Majesty’s service he may make her Highness to have good payment
of a great rent from Ireland, where as heretofore in time of most peace
her Majesty “ vairit ”’ there in Ireland great rent from England, beside
all the duty of Ireland. Not only the Earl has used means with my master,
but also by the knowledge of merchants from Glasgow has willed me as
servant to my master to stand his friend and sent a token to me which
through my own truth and honesty I presented to my master. The same
was delivered to the bearer with this excuse that I would not take his
““ geir ”’ till my master were his friend, and in case the bearer would neglect
his duty [I] have written with Angus MacConnell of the redelivery thereof.
Betwixt this and the first of November answer will be sent to the Earl.
All my master’s friends rage and are at wrath with him for refusing of “ sik ”’
offers as is made to him. And the tenants find great fault that he detains .
five hundred men daily in “ coynze ” named by us and with us in the
“ Lauland "’ named Beltit, when soldiers are on tenants’ furnishing, when
he may send them to the wars. The young men tire and yet they must
attend as he commands. For he holds no fewer under wage and retinue
now nor he had in greatest time of most trouble and wars. He marvels
of the stay of the token which is dear bought by him, but yet he has
honour which he respects ““mekill ” and yet I “vait” well he would
“ vair als mekill ” of his own beside the venturing of his person and
friends to ‘“ dismak " the Earl of Tyrone. Dumbarton, 9 Oct. 1595.
Signed : Johnne Achinros.

1 p. Holograph. Wafer seal of MacLean. Addressed,; “ My Lord

Bowes lait ambassitour.” Endorsed by Bowes: ‘Dunberton 9 Octobr’,
Char’ xxj° ejusdem, 1595.”

41. ArcHiBALD Doucras To THE LorRD HiGH TREASURER OF
ENGLAND.

My nephew Mr. Richard Douglas came yesternight to this town.
He brings letter with some other directions from the King my sovereign
to me. I would be glad to know your lordship’s pleasure if I shall repair
to your Honour and at what time your Honour’s leisure will best serve.
This 11 of October. Signed : A. Douglas.

1 p. Holograph, also address. Seal of arms. Endorsed by Burghley’s
clerk.

42. RoGER AsTON TO SIR ROBERT CECIL.

My wife has received most willingly from George Nicolson by your
Honour’s direction 20 yards of fine black velvet which she will wear for
your sake. She has most earnestly requested me to render you her most
humble thanks. I am sorry your Honour should have been at so great
charge seeing our inability so unable to recompense the same. Accept
my good will as the Emperor did the hatful of water that was presented
to him, saying if he had better he would have given it. Your honourable
dealing towards me has not only bound me to serve you but also to pray
for you, both myself, my wife and children. Iknow your Honour has a care
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of me and am assured when opportunity serves you will have me in your
good remembrance, upon which I shall attend, endeavouring myself to
do all the good offices that any way attend to her Majesty’s service.
Linlithgow the 15 of October. Signed : Roger Aston.

1 p. Holograph, also address. Endorsed by Cecil’s clerk : ** 12 [sic]
Oct. 1595.”

43. ROGER AsTON TO ROBERT BOWES.

I doubt not but you are sufficiently informed of the death of the
Chancellor, who is regretted here with many, not so much for any love
they bore him but that there is not a qualified man to supply his place,
neither so wise nor so learned. Because there has passed some ‘‘ broutes ”
[bruits] here both of his death and of some other to be chosen in his place,
it has been said here he should have been poisoned but there is no such
matter. He was consumed in all his inner parts which has satisfied all
men and for any to succeed in his place I see no such appearance. I find
the King not minded to be hasty in that matter. Upon a letter I received
from the Prior of Blantyre presently after the death of the Chancellor,
wherein he set down his own opinion concerning the present estate, de-
siring me to communicate the same to his Majesty, which I did according
to his desire and received this resolution with commandment to certify
the same to the said Prior; first, concerning the making of a new Chancellor,
he would be very well advised at leisure in respect he could not see a man
worthy, although he had been moved by sundry to make some nobleman
Chancellor ; which was no ways his intent and that for sundry respects,
chiefly the greatness of the place which carried the leading of the realm ;
chiefly being a great man and Chancellor and withal a courtier as of
necessity he must be would be better attended upon than the King himself ;
and to make a mean man Chancellor the King thinks he will ever maintain
one faction or other to make himself strong. And for the keeping of the
great seal the King thinks it is as good as Chancellor. In effect the Duke
has been a suitor for it but refused and that for these reasons, first, in that
it was not fitting in his person, and next, if the King hereafter should make
choice of a man to be Chancellor, no man would accept it with the Duke’s
evil will. The Duke being refused of this sought the profit of the seal
which the King has taken to be used till the meeting of the Council, which
will be the 24th instant. In the meantime he that kept the seal under the
late Chancellor keeps it still as matters rest here till the convening of the
Council. We hear no “den ” [? din] of our late faction. It is thought
the death of this Chancellor will alter many things. Our two great
‘““ campyones " have had here their “ agoustes ”’ that no complaints came
of them. It appears they are afraid to be put at. What course they will
now take is not yet discovered. The Earl of Caithness has sent hither 3
witches out of Caithness that dealt with the Earl Bothwell (Bodwel) at
his being there. All other things I leave till the next occasion, wishing
that we might have now your presence here which I know would greatly
attend to her Majesty’s service and settling of quietness between the two
countries. Your being here would do great good and comfort the well-
affected. You will find the King of a sound resolution and some that he
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will best affect I shall be answerable for, so that your being here ¢ com-
mensed ”’ [sic] by her Majesty with the good disposition of the King all
matters will you well. I have sent you an “ epethar ” * here enclosed
which the King made this day upon the death of the Chancellor. With
my hearty commendations to my ‘‘ cummer,” your bedfellow, who I hear
is come to London. The [blank] of October. Signed : Roger Aston.

2 pp. Holograph. Addressed : * To my L. Ambastar dated the xv.”
Endorsed by Bowes: ‘‘ Lythquo [blank] Octobr’, Char’ xxj° ejusdem,
1595.”

44. [Mr. JoHN CoLvILLE] TO [ROBERT BOWES].

Since the death of the Chancellor no talk is but who should be pre-
ferred to that place. By all appearance the lot will fall on Mar or on the
other mentioned in Mr. Primrose’s letter but the King says he will not
be sudden. The Duke seeks the seal but not granted, and the Duke has
given peremptory answer in fair terms that he cannot end with Hamilton.
Mar’s convention is to be at Linlithgow the 24 hereof, when we look that
great matters shall be in hand. Mr. Colville is put in good hope to find
favour at that time.

The Master of Glamis, Cessford and Buccleugh are very busy. All
their care is to have Mar new patron in the vacant office and the Queen
is ““ steared ” to insist therein.

Presenting my humble service to my honourable Mecenas and yourself.
Stirling, 15 Oct. 1595. Signed : Y.

Postscript.—I do my humble commendations to my. lady your
bedfellow.

The Chancellor as I hear has died very penitently and has repented
many wrongs done by him, specially his partial information against John
Knox and other good men. Your servant knows the verity hereof better
nor Mr. Colville does.

Knowing your lordship’s earnestness for me I am ashamed to solicit,
referring all to your accustomed kindness and travail with my Mecenas,
wishing you shall insist with Thomas Fowles to have the 300/. of the first
money as he would have you to travail in this next suit.

1 p. Holograph, also address: “ To S.” Endorsed by Bowes: “ Mr.
John Colvill, Ster’ xv® Octobr’, Char’ xxj° ejusdem, 1595.” Names in
cipher deciphered.

45. GEORGE NicoLsoN TO ROBERT Bowss.

I have received your last of the 6 hereof and am dealing to have
conference with MacCondochy (McKondoquhy) as you have directed, and
wherein if I deal there shall be that secrecy used that is meet, and other
good dealings for her Majesty’s service, or none at all that way broached.
But I cannot think that Mar’s promise without some comfort will draw
that party to that matter : for you know those people will not play
for nothing but will have something in hand. Always simply I shall do

* No copy of the epitaph exists in the State Papers, but the one referred to is perhaps
that printed in Hume Brown, Hisfory of Scotland, ii, pp. 172, 173.
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as you have directed me, if I can by apt means without suspicion get
speech of him.

As to Ireland I leave you to the letters of MacLean and John Auchin-
ross and to the occurrents. MacLean is suitor for one John M¢Neill for
whose relief it is meant to procure the King’s letters to her Majesty. But
it would do much good with MacLean that his own suits should be regarded
so much as the relief of that gentleman comes unto ; which, as also his
token looked for and the contentment of 10 (Argyll) would certainly do
much good for A (her Majesty’s) “adoies ” [affairs] in Eb (Ireland), I
leave to better consideration than mine.

All matters here are like still to put over ; what will be at the Con-
vention I cannot tell. Now that the commodity of the coining is shortly
to cease, whereby the 1000 marks weekly paid for the King’s house charges
shall then want, it is to be counselled and advised how to furnish that
sum still to the King’s house. And the disposition of the Seal and deputa-
tion of a Chancellor against the Sessions is thought shall be- deliberated
upon at this Convention. Whereto I leave all matters to their success then.
The Borderers are also to come to his Majesty that he may take order for
the quietness thereof with his own here as with ours. Matters are so hot
between the Maxwells and the laird of Drumlanrig of one side and the
Johnstones on the other as I cannot tell what will come thereof.

The next day after the date of my last the matter for Angus came to
the reasoning and votes of the Assembly, who flatly have refused to give
their consents that the ministry of Fife or other places should have
conference with the Earl before the General Assembly should allow thereof,
in regard that Angus held not his excommunication lawful till the General
Assembly had done it, and that they would not have such a preparative
for Huntly and Errol. Thus he is dashed I assure your worship. Yet
think not as I wrote long ago that so great a house can here be wrecked.
Now that he has missed of this plot the tutors for his son (having served
inhibitions of the living) look to recover it to his son by a state made and
subscribed by the King, as I also long ago wrote to your worship. Which
state certainly will be good to the next in blood to the Earl saving to them
of Glenbervy, which the Earl’s friends-account not the child to be of ;
suppose his grandfather was laird thereof before he was Earl, because the
Earl’s brother is now of Glenbarvy and not the Earl nor his son. But
these matters to them where your worship is that can better tell it than I.

The Queen came not with the King from St. Johnstone but stayed
behind and came but from thence as is said on Monday and is but this
night at the soonest to be at Linlithgow. For certain she continues her
purpose anent Mar and so do that side ; which matter suppose it drive
over, yet in the end it will be dangerous.

The Chancellor is to be buried the 7 of the next at Haddington and
my Lady intends to have the Lords of the Sessions and many there, and
Mr. Robert Bruce to make the sermon, that he may both signify the good
end of my Lord Chancellor and acquit the Chancellor of sundry ““ scan-
derouse " reports made of him in his sickness. His children shall be ward
to none ; he has made such provision I hear for certain; and his office
is to rest in the King’s hands to help the house charges. Rothouse is not
dead. Edinburgh, 15 Oct. 1595. Signed : Geo: Nicolson.
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Postscript.—On Friday next the Provost is [to] accept the office.

12 pp. Holograph. Addressed : ““ Mr. Robert Bowes, esquire, Thr'er
of Barwick at London.” Endorsed by Bowes: “ Edenbr’ xve Octobr’,
Char’ xxj° ejusdem, 1595.” Names in cipher deciphered.

46. RoGErR AsTON TO ROBERT BOWES.

By my last of the 15 I acquainted you with such things as occurred
here. I have nothing for the present worthy only to keep me in your
good remembrance. Your servant George Nicolson has been here with
her Majesty’s letter which he has delivered, and shall receive answer upon
the convening of the Council, which will be within 3 or 4 days. Her
Majesty will be satisfied in all the contents of her letter. As chiefly from
the exemptions of the 3 wardens there is no cause of complaint except on the
West March, which the King will reform by placing an indifferent warden
on that March. For the Middle March there is none exempt but Fernihirst
(Ferneheres) who is very careful to do justice and none has cause to com-
plain of him. As matters rest here to the meeting of the Council thereafter
you shall be advertised. I have heard since my last that there is travailing
to make the Earl of Mar Chancellor and the Earl of Montrose Treasurer.
This is not yet spoken of to the King, yet it is a course laid down. I
wrote to you the King’s mind by my last, which I believe will not be
altered. All the officers of estate are written for except the Master of
Glamis, who [sic] the King has no good liking of, esteeming him to be the
“leur ” of all the former causes. The Queen gives herself altogether to
please the King and there was never greater love than at this time. The
lairds of Buccleugh and Cessford are seeking by all means possible to
obtain the King’s favour and for that cause have dealt with Sir George
Hume, who has met with them on the Borders ; ‘‘ the of al ”’ [? they offer
all] that his Majesty will command ; they are to be here presently. The
King is minded to pass to the Borders so soon as he has taken order with
the Council for his private affairs. As I wrote in my last for your return
so do I confirm it by this. I would wish you here but not except you were
so enabled as you might do her Majesty service. Linlithgow (Lethcoo),
the 20 of October. Signed : Roger Aston.

Postscript—I would most earnestly desire you to provide me her
Majesty’s picture in the best manner, either her whole length or otherways
from the waist up and that it may be ready with speed.

2 pp. Holograph, also address: ““ To my L. Ambastour.” Endorsed
by Bowes : “‘ Lythgoo 20 Octobr’, Char’ 29 ejusdem, 1595.”

47. GEORGE NIcoLsON TO ROBERT BOWES.

On Saturday I received your worship’s last with her Majesty’s
enclosed in your worship’s packet to the King, and that night I rode to
Linlithgow where Mr. Aston moved his Majesty for my delivery of the
said letter. But his Majesty being weary with his pastime abroad deferred
the receipt of the letter till the next day. Yesterday morn, by Mr. Aston’s
means, I got to deliver the letter before his Majesty went to the church,
and after his Majesty had read it he told me that her Majesty knew not
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well the state of the Borders ; as I conceived in advising that none should
be exempted from the wardens but the 3 wardens made answerable for
all, he told me also that I should have present answer. Yet by Mr. Aston
(who I find helpful in all things for her Majesty’s causes) he sent me word
that my Lord Herries and Johnstone who are content to yield obedience
to an indifferent officer should have an officer over them for her Majesty’s
contentment ; and that (no complaints coming against Fernihirst) there
needed no such course to be taken for the Middle March ; willing me to
come to his Majesty again at this Convention and he should with advice
of his Council take order and give answer to her Majesty in the matters
contained in her letter. :

His Majesty, finding no fault but well allowing of her Majesty’s choice
of my L. Urye [Eure], said that that house of old had had particulars against
this nation. Whereon I told his Majesty that there had been indeed some
thing and quarrel between them and the laird of Grange but not otherways.

On Wednesday last I hear the Maxwells and Douglasses of Drumlan-
rig met and that one of .the provost of Lincluden’s (Lynclowden’s)
servants, James Douglas, and others of both sides are slain. His Majesty
had, as I wrote, commanded their appearance before him the 15th instant,
but their excuses were allowed and Johnstone was then from home and was
with the King complaining. Now they are to ““ compere ”’ the 1 of the
next month. Buccleugh was very near getting to the skirmish but came
short, yet has plainly ““kythed ” himself party with Johnstone. These
troubles are great and for pacifying of them and quieting of his Borders
and keeping the peace with us, the King intends to go in person to the
Borders.

Cessford and Buccleugh are shortly to be with the King and intend
to purge themselves of all matters. Sir George has spoken with them and
in their favours written to the King this much and that they are and will
be at his Majesty’s commandment every way.

What effects this Convention shall bring out is uncertain but some
think Montrose shall be Treasurer and the Master of Glamis “put at”
and blamed for the matters anent the Queen’s intention for taking the
young Prince from Mar. But I see no appearance that the Master takes
care hereof but intends to come and lie here within 14 days. Neither
think I that he and the 2 lairds and the Livingstones and their friends shall
be found without purpose to take opportunity to effect the * plattes ”;
and the rather because it is thought either that Mar or the Prior shall get
or have the use of the Chancellorship. And it is judged Mar shall now
shoot for it. But that place the King accounts his companion as before
I wrote and therefore will be well advised how to bestow it. Yet some
must have it and therefore it [is] wished that such as should have it
might be beholden to her Majesty for her furtherance to be given and so
bound to be thankful that way. And if you come before that office be
disposed you will find your favour laboured for by divers, and perhaps if
matters do still drive over such as are now hated may aim at that mark.

For certain the King and the Queen are in very kind terms and
countenance together, either of them so pleasing others as either of their
factions (as they are termed here) chiefly the King’s side doubt their
meanings. For I heard that Blantyre had sent his excuse and meant not
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to have come now. Whereon the King wrote again to him and looks for
his coming. Always I leave all things to the Convention.

This day the children was [sic] called again before Provost and town
and an assise offered them. Yet it is put over till this day eight days of
purpose to see if the children’s friends shall either come to agreement with
the party or that the children shall come in the King’s will. Edinburgh,
20 Oct. 1595. Signed : George Nicolson. -

2 pp. Holograph, also address. Endorsed by Bowes: ‘‘ Edenbr’ 20
Octobr’, Char’ 29 ejusdem, 1595.”

48. KING JAMES TO QUEEN ELIZABETH.

“ Right high right excellent and mighty Princesse, our dearest sister
and cousine, in our hartiest maner we recommend ws unto you. Having .
ressavit your letter of requeist desyreing the reformatioun of sum wrangis
done to your subjectis by ouris inhabiting the merches of our realme,
albeit we dout nocht of the assuirances ye have by manie and dyverse
experiences of our good dispositioun and cair tane in doing justice with
favoure to whomesoevir of your subjectis hes had to ws any just occasioun
of complaint, yet we have thocht meit heirby that ye sould be farther
certifeit that our awin honour and quietnes of our cuntrie having alreddy
movit ws to sie redressit quhatsumevir thingis hes bene done amiss
specialie in thais pairtis of our realme that your desyre in that point
wilbe schortlie satisfeit with charge to oure wardains and officaris quhat-
sumevir that nathing salbe in thame mangqing to the intertenement of ane
good correspondence for the farther incres of the peace and amitie betuix
oure two crounes, sua being the lyke conformitie may be had of youris at
all occasiounes. And as concerning the exemptionis ye crave to be
removit, seing it tuiches ane pairt of the municipall law of oure realme,
we ar of mynd to satisfie thairin zoure servand Robert Bowes at his
cuming, quha is sufficientlie acquentit with the particularis of oure estait
in thais boundes. As in that and all uther materis tending to our honour
and your quietnes we wilbe maist earnest ever to deserve youre best
affectioun towardis ws. And so right high right excellent and mightie
princesse oure dearrest sister and cousine We commit you to the protectioun
of the Almichtie God from our palice of Lynlythgow the twentie foure of
October 1595 and of our raigne the xxix zeir.”

At foot in the King’s handwriting : ** Youre most louing and affectionate
brother and cousin., James R.”

3 p. Seal missing. Addvessed. Endorsed by Cecil’s clerk.

49. [MRr. JoHN CoLVILLE] TO [ROBERT BOWEs].

This Convention appointed the 29 hereof is delayed to the first of the
next, at which we look that an ordinary Council to remain with his
Majesty, an Exchequer and some order shall be set down for quieting of
the deadly feuds betwixt Maxwell and Johnstone, who the 17 hereof have
met in Annandale, Johnstone’s bounds. For the Lord he lies with, Drum-
lanrig, accompanied with near 2000 ran a foray in Annandale and took
away a great booty of goods which are restored and some pricking was,
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but small “ skayth.” Yet it is like to grow to worse. At this Convention
we look that the Chancellery shall fall to some one or other, albeit his
Majesty as yet thinks not hastily to bestow it. Many ‘ brigines ” [?
bargains] for it, James Stewart, old Chancellor, amidst others but I trust
the bolt shall fall on a [Mar*].

Upon the event of this next Convention depends all our estate. Their
Majesties are presently at Linlithgow and his grace is to be here the 27
hereof or 29 hereof, but no certainty of her Majesty’s hither coming. The
matter betwixt Mar and his neighbours is not like to “ reconsell ”’ but his
lordship and his are like to agree. The 25 of Octaber 1595. Signed :
“Your awin Y.”

1p. Holograph, also address : “ To S.” Endorsed by Bowes : ‘ xxv°
Octobr’, Richmonde 2 Novembr’ 1595.”

50. RoGER ASTON TO GEORGE NICOLSON.

You shall receive from Mr. David Fowles the answer of her Majesty’s
letter. Because the time was long till the Convention I moved the King
to make that dispatch sooner. The Borderers are to be here the first of
the next, at which time the King has promised to satisfy her Majesty in
all things. I would wish you to be here with such complaints as are to be
given in by her Majesty’s Borderers. At your master’s coming the King
is purposed by his advice to take assured course with the Borderers.
Mr. David has the letter signed and is gone to Mr. John Long to get the
seal or else I had sent it you myself. Make your dispatch ready and send
these letters away presently. Mr. David will be with you this night.
Linlithgow this Saturday morning. Signed : Roger Aston.

§ p. Holograph. Addressed : “ To his loving frend Georg Neccolson
servatt to my L. Embastor Mr. Bowes.” Endorsed by Bowes: ‘‘ Lithgow
Saterdy. Rec. in Geo. Nichol[son’s] packet. Edenbr’ 26 Octobr’,
Richmond 2 Novembr’ 1595.”+

51. ROGER ASTON TO ROBERT BOWES.

By mine of the 15th you may perceive the resolution that was taken
upon the death of the Chancellor. The resolution of all matters was
referred till the Convention which should have been the 24 but the coming
hither of the Prior upon a meeting between him and the Earl of Mar for
the agreeing of the deadly feud between the laird of Lawe[r]s and the
MacFarlanes (Macfermlenes) which is taken up and referred to friends.
You shall see by this the resolution that is taken for the present. The
Earl of Mar and the Prior being the only men that the late faction sought
out who kept no continual suspicion between the late Chancellor and
them by which they thought to attain to their intent, that occasion being
now taken away by the death of the said Chancellor everyone is doing
for himself. Such as builded upon the Chancellor’s credit are now seeking
to reconcile themselves and to prevent an inconvenience which they

* Deciphered in another hand.
_ T This note has been written on the dorse but struck through: ‘ Chr. Dagger, ij s.
vj d. Mr. Skrigges, iiij s. viij d. Capt. Selby, xviij s.”
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suppose is to come upon them. The Earl of Mar and the Prior, finding
the time prosper and their chief competitor away, and their credit to be
such as may weigh the balance, they have thought rather to take their
time than to be “ sercomvend ” [? circumvented] by their own negligence
by such as may be a greater peril to them than before. Although the
King be resolved not to make a Chancellor yet, they fear in their absence he
may be persuaded upon some motion or other to make choice of such one
as may be to their great hurt. Whereupon they have very earnestly dealt
with the King to understand his mind in this point and thereafter to follow
forth that course that might best be for their own sureties. Finding him
resolved not to make a Chancellor as yet they have taken his faithful
promise that none shall be made without their advice, which he has
faithfully promised. The Duke ““ commenses "’ this course and is altogether
for Mar.

The Convention should have been the 24th but now it is continued
till the first of the next month, at which time the Borderers are summoned
to be here for taking of order with the daily enormities that are committed
chiefly between the Maxwells and the Johnstones. If they ““ compere ”
not as they are charged the King passes presently to the Borders
and to that effect has written to all the gentlemen of the country to
meet him. He is minded at this time to settle his estate and to
doubt all factions and to try out the substance of that which has
been in practice. He is minded to make some new councillors and that
by the advice of the Duke, the ‘Earl of Mar and the Prior, to whose counsel
he will subject himself, and that certain of them shall always attend upon
him. Mar and the Prior have led this ground. They acquainted the Duke
with their course to commence the cause. I perceive they are purposed
to draw in some of the nobility to be of this new Council for their better
surety. Montrose is dealing underhand to be Chancellor but he works
another way than by Mar and the Prior. He deals by Sir George but he
will not come speed that way. Yet I see he will be Treasurer for these
folks will draw him in only for ill will of the Master of Glamis and to make
their faction stronger by nobility. The Master is like to be disgraced for
the King has a great ill will against him and is seeking matter to be to
his charge. I know there is a course led to make the President Chancellor
and that by the Queen’s mean. She continues her evil will both to Mar and
the Prior and has given the Prior hard language at this time. As I wrote
before in my former concerning your coming hither I do confirm by this.
I would wish you here now in the settling of this estate ; for her Majesty’s
service many ways your presence here would do great good in furthering
such as have been good instruments in the good cause. My chief care is
that matters may be so settled as there be no peril either in religion or in
the amity which cannot stand the one without the other. If the course
intended be followed forth, as I hope it shall, all will be well. You know
the Prior is both wise, godly and honest and has always been in a good
course. I have secret credit with him which, God willing, I shall employ
for her Majesty’s service. I hope you and I shall work some good offices,
if need require. As I wish you here, so would I wish you to come with her
Majesty’s good countenance and comfort to the King and yourself able
to carry the countenance if you please thereafter. 1 hope you shall see
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assured course now, the King being of a good disposition and such as
have the ‘“ mannesing ” of the affairs well affected and yourself to be here
to encourage the good and by your presence to foresee the practices that
may circumvent a good course, and thereby to discourage them in due
time. There will be no danger I hope. All shall be well. The King has
answered her Majesty’s letter and will give her satisfaction according to
her desire. He is desirous to have you here that by your advice that
know the state of the Borders assured order may be taken. Linlithgow,
the 26 of October. Signed : Roger Aston.

3L pp. Holograph. Addressed: ““ To my L. Ambastor.” Endorsed
by Bowes : ‘‘ Lithquo 26 Octobr’, Richmonde 2 Novembr’, 1595.”

52. GEORGE NicorsoN TO RoOBERT BOWEs.

The Convention is continued till the first of the next month with order
to the Officers of Estate (saving to the Master of Glamis and Comptroller
who were not nor are not yet written for) to be ready either to come or
stay at that time as it shall then hold or not hold. For the King rests
upon going to the West Borders if Herries, Drumlanrig and Johnstone
should not come as they are written for, as by my last your worship may
perceive. On Friday last I think those Borderers met again and I look to
hear that Buccleugh shall be with Johnstone and great mischief amongst
them, which will be better advertised from the west.

This Convention should have been as is meant to be for taking order
with the King’s affairs, for trying the matter intended as was suspected
against the Prior of Blantyre, Thomas Erskine and Michael Elphinstone
by the 2 lairds, who look not to suffer themselves to be charged with that
matter or the greater anent their “ plattes” towards his Majesty.
Always his Majesty has said those matters shall not die with the
Chancellor, the chief of that faction. And this Convention is to resolve
of the meetest place of the King’s abode this winter.

The Prior of Blantyre came with a great back and he and Mar and
that side are afraid that the Queen should get the opportunity to draw
the King to make the Prior of Pluscarden Chancellor or the Master of
Glamis, in case she could once get the King’s malice removed from him.
And a privy councillor has told me that the King has promised to look to
that. On the other side the other faction are afraid that Blantyre, Mar
or some ‘‘ unfrende ” shall get that place, and the Queen and that side
are busy and I know in hope to prevent it. And for a third party it is
openly here said that Montrose aspires to it and will either get it or the
Treasurership. And the King because he will offend none intends yet to
keep the Chancellor’s place void, until he may have a sound advice and
a frank party to stand by his choice. But I look not but these matters
will bring hasty troubles or else a general agreement upon sight of the
inconveniences ; for all sides are making friends and presume of their
own strength. And some think [in margin : Mor (Nicolson*) fears it
also] that the party of 69 (Buccleugh*) and 70 (Cessford*) shall shoot at
21 (Mar*)’s life. The young Lady Mar came now to Linlithgow but was
kept at the Queen’s chamber door a long hour. And the Queen has given

* Deciphered in another hand.
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no good words or countenance to any of that side, arguing plainly she is
in the same mind and course she was.

The matters between the laird of Luce and the MacFarlanes is put to
* comprement " [sic, ? compromit] by the means of Blantyre. The Lord
Hamilton has quietly and with one man met in the fields between Linlith-
gow and Kenele my Lord of Mar and Tullybarne with only one man with
them, and have had quiet conference. Yet I cannot tell what was among
them. It may be to keep Hamilton to them or for the motion with the
Duke and Hamilton’s daughter.

This week it is looked the King and Queen shall go both to Stirling.
And the King as seems to me is yet aminded to pass on the sudden to the
Borders. Now I send you enclosed his Majesty’s answer to her Highness’s
last letter to him, which Mr. Aston has procured.* As you may perceive
by his notes to me which I send enclosed I perceive that his Majesty
intends her Majesty’s contentment by taking order in his own person on
the Borders for peace and justice to be kept and done with her Highness’s
officers, and certainly he is careful therein. But the municipal laws and the
state of his Borders and Borderers considered, I find the King cannot well
devise how to keep his Borders in quietness without exempting one
“feaded ”’ great man from the commandment of another in “ feade ”
with him. And I know it will be found a hard thing indeed to subject
one great man to another in * feade ” with him that by authority may
under colour of justice oppress him ; a matter not ““ comportable ” with
such men and clans as be on the Borders. Yet his Majesty’s purpose
is to see justice only administered with her Majesty’s officers. All others
to the other letters herewith enclosed. Edinburgh, 26 Oct. 1595. Signed :
Geo. Nicolson.

Postscript.—That great man or clan that is under the rule of his
enemy will suffer no venture to do all secret harms he can that thereby
his enemy may have the more to answer and that way come in displeasure,
which is not good for our Borderers. This I know has been and that way
will be practised.

2 pp. Holograph, also address. Endorsed by Bowes: ‘‘ Edenbr’
26 Octobr’, Richmond 2° Novembr’, 1595.”

53. [MRr. Jon~N CoLviLLE] TO [ROBERT BOWES].

At this Convention in Linlithgow beginning the 2nd instant I trust
such matters shall be resolved upon as shall be worthy of advertisement,
as a resident Council with his Majesty, an Exchequer, and order with the
Borders which be marvellously disordered, and nomination of a new
Chancellor, albeit such as think with time to draw it to their self persuade
a delay thereof. Great instance is made to the Earl Mar for assurance
with his neighbours but no speed and his Majesty is content that day of
law be at Edinburgh 20 December, peremptorily.

Your “ unfriendes ” here think that France and Spain are accorded
to your prejudice and you are already in their conceit devoured, but I
hope in the Lord your Debora shall yet prevail over all her idolatrous foes.

This is all for the present that I can signify. Lamenting that you

* No doubt the letter of 24th Oct. above (No. 48).
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should be so burthened for me as you are and Mr. Primrose so frustrate
but that shall never change Mr. Colville’s mind. The first of November
from Stirling. Unsigned.

1 p. In John Colville’s handwyiting, also address: “To S.” Endorsed
by Bowes: ‘“Mr. John Colvill, Primo Novembr’, Richmond 9 ejusdem,
1595.” Names in cipher deciphered.

54. GEORGE NICOLSON TO [ROBERT BOWES].

I only write these presents for address of the letters herewith enclosed
unto you, referring all matters here to the deliberation of this Convention
now at Linlithgow, whither by God’s grace I shall ride to learn the con-
clusion of all things there. Cessford has been with the King and given him
good contentment anent the Borders and all things and is gone home well
pleased. Mr. David Foulis is appointed to gather the tithe in question
between the Abbot of Melrose (Mewrosse) and Andrew Ker and the same
is so sequestered for avoiding of those troubles. Buccleugh will also
shortly come to the King and give and receive like contentment. So as
everything is so quietly passed over with the King as it may be these
matters shall be long time ere they come to hurt. The Maxwells and
Johnstones have not met again as they were gathered to have done, but
have obeyed the King’s order and are at Linlithgow, Herries and Drumlang-
rig as I hear to obey the King’s order. So that matter is like to be drifted
also. I hear that Cessford will give up with Buccleugh if he party Johnstone
against Drumlangrig. But Sanquhar (as much behind with Johnstone
almost as much as any and cousin germane to Drumlangrig) is under
severance with Johnstone. All others to my next and return from Linlith-
gow. Edinburgh, 2 Nov. 1595. Signed : George Nicolson.

2 p. Holograph. No address or endorsement.

55. JoHN AUCHINROSS TO GEORGE NICOLSON.

Your late letter I received and have directed the same to my master
for comforting him' with your goodwill in the relief of John MeNeill, his
“ kyndly ” servant. Angus MacConnell has received no answer to the
Earl of Tyrone. We hear that the Earl is to direct a servant of his own
to my master. This man a Neil (?) did serve Hugh O’Neill. It is reported
that your men there are treating with the Earl for an abstinence, and it
appears that the same shall be since our Scottishmen stay. As yet there
is none passed over except three hundred by Angus MacConnell’s directing.
Angus came to Glasgow [and] passed to Hamilton on purpose to come with
his lordship to Court for doing of sundry his affairs in Court being well
provided with the Earl of Tyrone’s ““ anoyntment.” Understanding that
if he would prevail here in Court he would hinder my master, though
I had no commission of my master, [I] have come here to behold the
matter and to hinder Angus as I best may. I think in this voyage he shall
not further for all his mean. From Court at Linlithgow, the third of
November 1595. Signed : Johnne Achinros.

% p. Holograph. Addressed and endorsed.
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56. [Mr. jouN CoLVILLE] TO [ROBERT BOWEs].

Because I had no leisure please your excellency that this also serve
for Mr. Primrose.

At this Convention was never a nobleman but the Duke and Mar.
Nothing in effect is concluded but all continued to the 24th instant at
Edinburgh.

Her Majesty is reconciled with Mar and his lordship is also to be
reconciled at the day foresaid with Glamis, Cessford [and] Buccleuch.
So there will be nothing but concord here.

His Majesty ‘‘ beis ”’ in Stirling the next week but tarries not.

Io* assures me on their part from the next Convention the office of
Chancellor shall be ““ full ” with one or other for inconvenience is seen by
delay thereof. In the mid time my Lord Duke shall name one for keeping
the Great Seal.

Mr. Colville’s matters are all put off to the same time and he had
better hope ““ nor of before.”

Of the late slaughter betwixt Maxwell and Johnstone the first hereof,
wherein the Johnstones have prevailed, ere now your lordship has heard.
This 5 of November 1595. Unsigned.

1p. In John Colville’s handwriting, also address : ** To S.” Endorsed
by Bowes : ““ Mr. John Colvill, v° Novembr’, Char’ xiij° ejusdem, 1595.”
Names in cipher deciphered.

57. GEORGE NIcoLsON TO ROBERT BOWES.

Albeit that it was for certain here reported that Herries and Drumlan-
rig were come to Linlithgow at the writing of my last, yet on Monday in
my way to Linlithgow I got sure word that they were not there ; but that
the Lord Herries and sundry Maxwells had met with the Johnstones and
received an overthrow with the loss of 26 of the Maxwells’ side, as otherwise
I hope is advertised.

On Monday in the afternoon the Convention of the Council met and
entered into counsel with his Majesty, who for the first agreed the Queen
and Mar in presence of the Council. The Queen alleged that Mar had
malice to [the] Master of Glamis and the 2 lairds for her service, wishing
him to give it over. Mar said there was no great favour between him and
the Master but rather disfavour before her Majesty liked or used Glamis’s
service. So as for her service there was no quarrel. And as to the 2 lairds
he said that the last time he saw them there was no quarrel but fair terms
between him and them ; and when they should meet, they doing their
duties, he should do his. Whereon the King has a purpose of an agreement
amongst them for pleasing the Queen.

Few matters of moment were dealt in, saving that the Great Seal
is committed to David Moyse’s custody, order taken for obtaining of the
escheats of the Dunybirssellds for the late Earl of Moray’s sisters, and
other small matters. And all things together with the Convention of the
Council again continued till 24 hereof and to be here ; at what time Mar
is to be reconciled with Glamis and the 2 lairds and all those matters once

* Deciphered by the editor of Colville’s Lefters as the Prior of Blantyre.
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to be well again; Herries and those men and other Borders to meet for
the pacifying of those troubles, as also for choosing of another indifferent
warden better to order and pacify that country and do justice to us. [I»
margin : 1 hope Sir John Carmichael, if he will, as I think he will not,
accept it because of the great troubles.] But as to the Chancellor’s place
the King in plain terms told the Council all that he saw none worthy of
that place. So as the Queen is still thought to be fair to prevail with him
in the end, and in the meantime to be a drifter of time to win his favour
to such as she likes of, Master of Glamis or Prior of Pluscarden. Yet the
Prior of Blantyre has most credit and (the Lord Ross being dead upon the
hurt of the breach of his gun) has gotten the ward and marriage of the
Lord Ross, and the King has said that without Mar’s advice and his he
will not choose any. This he has said I hear to Mar.

B (the King) has said to 21 (Mar) that suppose he make all well
towards 57 (the Master of Glamis), 69 (Buccleugh) and 70 (Cessford), yet
he will neither have the service of 57 (Glamis) nor the company of 69
(Buccleugh) and 70 (Cessford). And yet he has written I am sure for 57
(Glamis) and employed a gentleman to 69 (Buccleugh) to the end he may
show them his good purpose of agreements. 4 (the King) still continues
an indifferent person desirous to prevent the worst as seems. But all these
matters to the Convention, assuring your worship I see nothing but drifts
for order of Border causes, wiles and circumvening each of others here,
pleasure in the news of the appearance of the agreement between France
and Spain [¢n margin : as by my former note], because they think (I mean
some practisers) that England shall thereby be forced to do better to
Scotland, and a general fear of troubles here ; I mean the Kirk fears it
and that by the Papists, as by former letters your worship may perceive
and see it is time to look to this ““ geare.” On Saturday the King comes
hither or Monday and all must be made well here to please the Queen,
Glamis and the Comptroller and the 2 lairds also on the 24 hereof.

The burial of the Chancellor is very great. Livingstone, Fleming and
almost the whole Session are to be there. Livingstone, Fleming and
Bruces are upon their guards and not under agreement now with Mar,
so as I cannot say what will be amongst them. Edinburgh, 6 Nov. 1595.
Stgned : Geo. Nicolson.

I met Jo: Smallett, the Duke’s servant, at Linlithgow. He tells me
the rebels in Ireland, being in fear of Argyll and especially of MacLean, are
come to yield to abstinence of hostility ; and to get out of the government
of the English will make fair offers, because thereby they may be rulers and
challenge for themselves when they will. If you were here and these
things proceed, you might have many instruments to do good for many
services.

2 pp. Holograph, also address. Endorsed by Bowes: ‘‘ Edenbr’
6 Novembr’, Char’ xiij° ejusdem, 1595.” Names in cipher deciphered.

58. RoGER AsTON TO ROBERT BOWES.

By my last of the 25th I advertised you of such things as occurred
here. TFor the present all our affairs at that time were referred to the
meeting of the Council the first of this instant; who according to the
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appointment has been here and great matters looked to have been done.
But the jealousies conceived between the Queen and the Earl of Mar have
so occupied the time as without the taking away of those suspicions no
assurance of quietness could be looked for. Whereupon the President
was employed to the Queen to be a mediator in the matter ; who for the
pleasure of the King was content to receive the said Earl in favour upon
condition that he should agree with such as he had borne at evil will for
her cause, meaning the Master of Glamis [and] the lairds of Buccleugh
and Cessford. All which he was content to do and so the Queen and he
were agreed. What effect it will take, God knows, for as far as I can see
there is no great trust among them to the end that all occasions of jealousies
may be removed. For the better settling of the estate it was thought
convenient that another meeting should be appointed at Edinburgh the
24th instant, where the King and the whole Council should meet and there
all jealousies and suspicion between the two factions should be removed
and thereafter a solid course to be set down for the government of the
estate. It has been in great question whether the late practice should
be brought to a trial or passed over with silence. Seeing the party suspected
stands upon their trial and no just proof to be had against them, in the
end it was concluded for the better quietness of the estate that all matters
should be packed up among them, which is looked shall be done at the
meeting in Edinburgh. What effect these matters will take, God knows.
Every man speaks as he “ fantesyes " [fancies]. Some say all will be well.
Others say it will be worse than ever it was. This far I know Mar and the
Prior are advertised that their course is as high as ever it was, and yet
they seem as though they would soon be in rest. God grant that such as
would fain live in quietness and ‘“ menes ~’ uprightly be not ‘‘sercum-
vend ” [circumvented].

There will be no Chancellor as yet. David Mossye [Moysie] has gotten
the keeping of the Great Seal. The Duke shall have the profit of it but no
commandment. The Border affairs with all other are continued till the
24th, at which time there shall be another warden appointed for the West
March.

Upon Friday the last of October the Lord Herries accompanied with
the town of Dumfries passed to Johnstone’s bounds with 300 horse and
200 foot thinking to have done some enterprise against Johnstone or his
friends, but the others being advertised met him and gave him the charge,
where the said Lord took the flight and escaped very narrowly. There is
of his company slain 21 and 40 taken prisoners, sundry deadly hurt.
There is no man of name slain except the laird of Poke [Pollok] of surname
Maxfild [Maxwell]. Of Johnstone’s side not one slain. Drumlanrig
(Domlanrike) should have been there but could not be ready. That was
his excuse. They were charged to have been here but none of them came
except the provost of Lincluden (Clenclouden).

Sir George Hume was suspected to be over great a favourer of the
Master of Glamis and that faction but now thoroughly reconciled with
Mar and the others. All the whole Council has been here except the Master
of Glamis and the Controller who were not sent for. Few of the nobility
were here at this time except the Duke and the Earl of Mar. Montrose
was looked for but came not. It appears he finds not his time as yet.
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The slaughter of David Foster is like to bring a great ‘‘ unconveny-
entt.” The lairds of Livingstone (Leveston) and Flemming with the rest of
their friends, Dunipace (Donnypase), Airth and others have sent their
offers to the Earl of Mar, who will not hear of them by no persuasion that
can be just except they would deliver the *“ commetteres,” which they
will not do, so that both parties stand upon their own guard.

The President begins to creep in credit with the King and for the Queen
she will advance him as far as she may. He ““ soutes " at the Chancellor-
ship but I hope he shall get a stumbling block in his way. There is an
intention that neither he, the Master of Glamis nor Montrose shall have it.

I have in my late letters wished your return hither, which I yet do
wish only for the service of her Majesty. I know there is some here that
occupies [sic] their heads in high matters. It is here constantly con-
firmed that there is an abstinence taken between France and Spain only
for evil will of England and that now the King may make his profit.
Although the King be of good intention and some good men that wish
the religion and the amity to stand, yet there is others that ““ blose the
cole ” [blow the coal] which by your presence may be prevented. There-
fore I think in my own opinion it is a fit time for you to be here.
Linlithgow, 6 November. Signed : Roger Aston.

Postscript.—" Mr. Jhon Colve[ll ?] hath been here and thought to
have gotten the King’s presence but cannot obtain to it.”

3 pp. Holograph, also address : *‘ To my L. Embastour.” Endorsed
by Bowes : ‘‘ Lythgoo vjte Novembr’, Char’ xiij° ejusdem, 1595.”

59. JouN AucHINROSS TO ROBERT BOWES.

I came here for doing of sundry my master’s affairs, specially he being
“ foirfaltit  to have him rehabilitated and restored, as also to appoint
with his Majesty for some of his Highness’s lands in our possession per-
taining to his grace in purparty, which suit takes effect.” “ Mary ” the
Prior of Blantyre may help the same, if occasion of sending here be offered
to your lordship to have him requested to this effect, as my master in his
late letters desired. To perfecting hereof my master is to come here within
a month or thereby, which will be very “ sumpteous ” and chargeable to
him. I think 16 or 18,000 marks shall do no more nor to make his expenses
and do his turns ; to assist the which it would do him great pleasure the
receipt of the token ordained by her Majesty as your lordship’s letter
purported and as John Cunningham showed. Therefore, if it would please
her Majesty to cause the same be sent here to my master it would do him
good. I assure your lordship he has spent ““ mekle mair *’ nor that token
since March last in her Majesty’s service and for doing of honour to her
grace only. To this present I ““ vait ” well he has done his part very
honourably and will not fail to follow out the rest as her Majesty will
charge him in her grace’s service to the perfecting of all contained in his
letters directed to.your lordship. Her Majesty shall find him as constant
and honest to her Majesty as any gentleman that ever served her. Do
herein as your lordship thinks good, for I know my master looks for this
to pleasure him at this time. We have continued answer giving to Angus
MacConnell of his suit in the Earl’s name. Hearing there is a servant to
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come from the Earl, Angus MacConnell has placed his next lawful son
named Angus in his lands lying in Ireland. This young man returns to
the Earl whensoever he come of late, for Angus has made the manner of
agreement betwixt this young man and his other son being a bastard,
James MacConnell, eldest lawful son to the said Angus, through collusion
betwixt him and his father, makes him as malcontent with his father
and passes to Ireland to O’Donnell with so many men as he may furnish.
Send to my master for support as your lordship may please. By this
other’s letter, the Earl of Argyll being very desirous to have Huntly’s
men in Lochaber under subjection moved my master to appone him in
their “ contrair ” without they rendered obedience to his lordship. The
matter is so well conveyed with foresight and wisdom that the space of
ten days since without doing of harm in Lochaber he is returned with the
two lairds in Lochaber their eldest sons as pledges for satisfying his lord-
ship, according as my master has ‘“ iniwait ”’ to them, of whom he detains
the one being his cousin and the other is with his lordship. These men of
Lochaber are men of activity and therefore his lordship has received the
greater honour through my master as he did heretofore in other his turns.
My master looks that his servant and ““ kyndly ”” man, John Neill, com-
mitted in prison in Exeter shall receive favour for his request looks for
your lordship’s answer in all this, seeing he has written to your lordship
hereanent. Edinburgh, 14 November, 1595. Signed : Johnne Achinros.

Postscript.—If the token comes here let the same be delivered to your
lordship’s servitor, George Nicolson, upon whose advertisement my master

" or I will receive the same.

Nov. 15.

1 p. Holograph, also address : *“ My Lord Bowes lait Ambassitour.”
Endorsed by Bowes : ‘ Edenbr’ xiiij° Novembr’, Char’ xxvt° ejusdem, 1595.”

60. GEORGE NIcorLsoN To ROBERT BOWES.

As to the state of Ireland I hear now very little other than you may
perceive. Angus MacConnell (M¢Onell) was at Linlithgow with the King
and got good countenance and sought to have had the King’s grant of
certain lands in fee, which appertain to MacLean who is the ““ kyndely ”
tenant thereof. And Angus dealt very earnestly with the King that he
might be suffered to invade the Isle of Man to force it to the King’s
obedience. But the King said he should not meddle therewith, saying
he would have his service when time served. But Angus would have had
the King now doing it, seeing that time may yet be long. Whereupon the
King commanded him to be a good instrument to preserve the quietness
with her Majesty’s subjects and bounds. Under these terms he is parted
and gone, so as you may see what trust is to be given to such an “ Ethnick.”
This in effect I heard at divers hands which made me to inquire the truth
thereof of good Mr. Aston, who not only told me there was such a matter
but also grieved thereat and did and will do his honest part to foresee
things.

gOn Monday last the King came hither to show himself in the Sessions
and for establishing of the courses of the law.as the want of a Chancellor
may be borne with and justice proceed until he [be] better resolved whom to
place in that office. The Prior of Pluscarden has here the greatest credit
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and is dealing very earnestly to be Chancellor and to have the Great Seal
which is in David Moyse’s custody till the 24th hereof that further order
be taken therein. The President feasts the Duke for his favour therein.
The King came also hither to have met Herries, Drumlanrig and Johnstone.
Drumlanrig is here, but Herries sent to excuse his coming alleging he could
not leave the country by reason of the stirs there ; so as on the 24th hereof
he is by commandment to come in and Johnstone to keep peace for that
time and Drumlanrig not to depart hence but upon caution then to appear
that the King may pacify those troubles. And this day the King is re-
turned to Linlithgow and I think he and the Queen to go to Stirling and
to return hither before the 24th hereof.

The Master [of] Glamis was written for to meet the King here but
has excused his coming at this time, as Buccleugh has done also. The
Lady Chancellor is here and yesterday had good words of the King.

Mr. Robert Bruce upon the advertisements given him that some
letters were to come hither has made such diligent inquiry and search as
he has put them in the King’s hands, who says the most of the letters
are from one Maxwell of small effects, and that there is mention made of
the receipt of my Lord Herries’s letters to Crichton, Holt and others, who
by these letters have willed my Lord to send his son to them in the next
spring. And hereon the King has now given order that all suspicious
packets coming from beyond the sea shall be brought to the President,
the Provost here, Sir Robert Melville, Mr. David Lindsay and Mr. Robert
Bruce or to any two of them with power to them to make search for such
letters that they may as they take them give or send them to the King to
open. But Res (the Kirk here*) do fear great practices and the return of
Crewe (the Papist Earls*).

The Earl of Argyll has by MacLean’s means gotten the laird of
Lochaber’s (Loughquhaber’s) son and MacRanald’s son in surety of their
coming to Argyll and giving of their obedience to the Earl in such things
as shall be agreed on betwixt the Earl and them, and which the Earl will
strive to have for their leaving of Huntly. Argyll sent 2000 men by land
and employed MacLean by sea, who having care of Lochaber and Mac-
Ranald caused them to render their pledges to him and thereafter stayed
the Earl’s army without hurt of either side. Thus MacLean makes the
Ear]l more honoured and friended. And I hear that the Earl is making
another army, some think to revenge the death of Caddell. But he will
never give over pursuit of Huntly. Edinburgh, 15 November, 1595.
Signed : Geo. Nicolson.

Postscript.—If Huntly be to come home, as is said here, he will
find that he has a great loss of the laird of Lochaber (Lochquaber) who
was a great strength for him against Argyll, to whom now MacLean is to
draw him. MacLean has his cousin’s son, a boy of 3 quarters old and his
“norice ” in pledge with him. And Argyll has the other’s child and his
“norice "’ in pledge to him for their father’s coming to the FEarl within
20 days and agreement with the Earl who makes much of MacLean and
keeps him with him to do him such turns. It is thought if MacLean had
not been, they had now ““ donge ”’ + Argyll’s forces again.

* Deciphered in another hand.
t (?) dong, past tense of ding, to cast down.
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I looked and stayed these presents since Friday noon for the coming
of Mr. Aston’s letters, who belike either sends by Sir John Selby or will
not write till there be greater matters. Edinburgh, 16 November.

2 pp. Holograph, also address : ““ Mr. Robert Bowes, esquire, Thr'er
of Berrick.” Endorsed by Bowes: ‘ Edenbr’ xvj Novembr’, Char’ xxv°
ejusdem, 1595.”

61. GEORGE STRACHAN TO GEORGE NICOLSON.

“I pray zow mak this berar foirsyne and knawin quhatt ze haiff
lernitt off Mr. Andersone off Newe Castell, and gyff ze haiff nott as zeitt
resawitt ansow” tak the pains and wrett ageyn thatt I may knawe his
mynd. Aleso as towardes the noitt ze dyssayritt me to wrett ther is money
blythe heir quho lowikes for strangeris, bott gyff gowid ordow™ wer, they
sowld nott be sowifferitt to abayd their comming bott be powllitt owtt.
In fyn, refferrying the pertycowller tyle ow™ metting committis zow to the
Lord. From Aberd’n 16 November 1595.” Signed : George Strathauchin.

+ 9. Holograph, also address : *‘ To his werey well belowiffitt Frynd
and Brother George Nyholessone in Edynbowche.” Endorsed by Bowes.

62. RoGER AsTON TO ROBERT BOWES.

Since my last of the 5th I have had no oc[cas]ion (?) to write, neither
have as yet any great matter, only to accompany your other letters and
discharge my duty.

The resolution taken at Linlithgow for the meeting in Edinburgh the
24th continues according to the appointment, at which time many things
is [sic] expected to be done. The cause of the King coming to this town
at this time was upon some particular courses between parties in league,
chiefly between Carmichael (Kermygel) and Ennerwike, as also to see the
estate of the Session now that the Chancellor is gone.

The Master of Glamis was sent for and should have met the King
there but when the day came that he should have been there he sent his
excuses and came not. The way should have been prepared for the
agreement. How it will be now I know-not.

There is another matter that troubles us more. The President begins
to aspire ; he is working all the means he may to be Chancellor. He is
not so busy on the one side but others are as busy to cross him, not without
good reason and cause for if that man should prevail there were nothing
to be looked for but a peril to the good cause. It is foreseen and I doubt
not shall be prevented. Sundry good men have great marvel that her
Majesty has not one here that might «“ commense ”’ the good and help to
hold out the evil affected, by whose preferment may breed a peril both to
religion and amity. Although it may be thought these matters are of
small moment it may breed a greater inconvenience than every one be-
lieves. God is my judge the respect that I have is for her Majesty’s service
and for no other cause. Upon the staying of the Master, Buccleugh and
Cessford have also sent in their excuses. It appears they will do nothing
before they see what the Master does, so that all things rest till the next
meeting.
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Angus MacConnell has been at the King presented by the Lord
Hamilton who is surety for his good behaviour in times coming. His suit
was to the King that he would give him leave to harry the Isle of Man. The
King’s answer was that he would not only restrain him from that but
[from] all other whatsoever [that] might be offensive to her Majesty,
seeing he would never offend her so long as she lived but if God should
call her he would employ him and others as occasion served. The other
answered and said it was overlongsome to abide. This was the substance
of all the purpose between the King and him which I heard myself.

It is the King’s resolution to take the Queen shortly to Stirling.
Edinburgh, 16 November. Signed : Roger Aston.

2 pp. Holograph, also address : ““ To my L. Embastour.” FEndorsed
by Bowes . ‘‘Edenbr’ xvj° Novembr’, Char’ xxviij° ejusdem, 1595.”

63. [MR. JouN CoLVILLE] TO [ROBERT Bowss].

The 9th hereof his Majesty came to Edinburgh and this same day
returned to Linlithgow. Nothing was done here but his Majesty was
present at the Session to let the people see no appearance of alteration,
notwithstanding the death of the Chancellor, but all to stand as of before
till his pleasure were to nominate another ; which we hope shall be this
24th appointed for the next meeting of Council at this town. At which
time concord shall be made betwixt Mar, Glamis, Cessford [and] Buccleuch
and both their Majesties to winter here at Edinburgh for the most part.

There is no assurance like to be betwixt Mar and his neighbours but the
day of law to proceed the 20th of the next, which cannot but breed some
inconveniences which I pray the Lord divert. Within this two days letters
from Pater* Crichton and one Maxwell are intercepted coming from
Flanders to the Lord Herries which be kept secret till the 24th aforesaid.
I hear the said Crichton would persuade the Lord Herries to deal with his
Majesty “ tymuslie ” to enter in friendship with Spain, because this
spring such power is to come from thence as neither he, England nor all
the protestants elsewhere can resist. But with God’s help parturiunt
montes nascetur vidiculus mus. This 16 of November, from Edinburgh,
1595. Unsigned.

1} pp. In John Colville's handwriting, also address : “S.” Endorsed
by Bowes: ‘“Mr. John Colvill, Edenbr’ xvj° Novembr’, Char’ xxv°®
ejusdem, 1595.”

64. GEORGE NIcorLsoN TO ROBERT BOWEs.

These letters of Mr. Aston’s coming to me after the dispatch of my
last to your worship, I have thought good to address them to you, suppose
I have no other matter worthy advertisement.

I hear nothing of the King going to Stirling (as was meant) before his
return, neither of the Queen’s return hither so soon as was looked for :
neither yet of any sure appearance of the holding of these meetings, 24th
hereof, for the agreement of Mar with the Master of Glamis and 2 lairds,
but must therefore leave them to the Convention.

* The editor of Colville’s Lesters deciphers this name as Dunipace, but it is possibly
to be translated Father.
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For certain Huntly and Errol’s friends in the north are blithe
looking for foreign forces, as you may see by a letter from an honest man
to me, the particulars whereof is [sic] deferred till his coming hither. And
generally in the north the Earl of Argyll is looked to invade them again.
Edinburgh, 19 November 1595. Signed : Geo: Nicolson.

Postscript.—The lairds of Enderwick and Carmichael are at great
suit about Fenton and commission raising to examine witnesses in England
for trial of that matter, and for favour wherein both parties have spoken
to me. The King stands fast to Sir John Carmichael.

The Duke of Florence’s servant here has delivered letters from the
King of Pole and the Duke and is like to [have] good end in his suit. The
Duke has entered into hard dealings with Savoy and intends to do the like
with the Spaniards : for which cause the King said he loved the Duke
better.

1 . Holograph, also address. Endorsed by Bowes: ‘‘ Edenbr’ xix°
Novembr’, Char’ xxviij° ejusdem, 1595.”

65. TuaoMAs NICOLSONE TO ROBERT BOWES.

“The courtesies I haif seine zour 1. schav to the hail sort of our
contrey men haif giffin me assurance that I may be bauld as ane quho sall
remaine disposit to serve zour 1. In recompence of yis lyttil favor quhilk
heirby I must crave ” . . . ““is to direct this lyttill masse of letters to ye
ryt hand. In doing zour 1. sal haif pouer to injoine me the service of zour
1. in a veichtier matier.” “ At Foy yis 20 of November 1595 Stilo veteri.”
Signed : To Nicolsone.

1 p. Holograph, also address : “ My Lord Bouis Embassadeur for hir
Mate in Scotland.” Endorsed by Bowes: ‘“ Thomas Nycolson. Foy 20
Novembr’, Char’ 28 ejusdem, 1595.”

66. [GEORGE NiIcoLsoN| TO [ROBERT BOWES].

This evening [25 hereof*] an Englishman naming himself Tusser
came to me demanding if I were your servant and employed in her Majesty’s
service or no, and what furtherance I could and would give to the same.
I answered I was your servant employed in her Majesty’s service and could
and would give furtherance to the same either at his Majesty’s hands or
at other inferiors’. Then he asked me if I would send him a letter to her
Majesty and my Lord of Buckhurst (Buchurst) and in what time he could
have answer. I said I would not refuse that service and that he might
have answer in 14 days. But he said that would not serve for he must
have answer in 9 days or else some way of himself do the service, saying
if he had 6 ““ shott ”’ to himself and commission to employ a ship that is
here of Hull he durst venture to do it. I said I could presently get him
here so many Englishmen if I were sure of the matter and that they would
serve the turn for effecting of her Majesty’s service, or I should in such a
case get as many choice men out of Berwick to come to be merry here with
me and employ them in that service so it were sure, casting all the doubts
I had of such a course as seemed to me it was he had in hand, viz. for

* Inserted above the line.
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taking and carrying into England a ship belike fraught with little good to
our .estate as he se . . .¥ But he left me *“ wayding ”’ no further nor
discovering no more than after this sort in parables to me and so we
parted, I leaving him near unto Leith where he lodges, and he telling me
he would send the letters to me, which this night he has sent at [blank] of
the clock. Thus I have sent the letters, presuming they cannot be evil
or at the least evil employed coming to so grave a councillor as my Lord
of Buckhurst.

Thus much I had written looking for his letters and prepared a carrier
for them : but that night he wrote this note to me deferring his writing
till further resolution, coming yesterday again to me and conferring afar
off with me as before. Whereon I told him Mr. Governor of Berwick
might make him best help. He resolved to go to him and break the matter
at more length to him, and for this purpose prayed me to cause a horse
and a guide [to] be provided for him ; which I did and in purpose of riding
he and his horse were at Leith *“ wynde foote.” But there he took resolu-
tion to stay and to send his letters. If he had gone I had written to Mr.
Governor as you may see. This day he has given me these letters directed
to my Lord Treasurer and my Lord of Buckhurst, which I send enclosed,
assuring what effects soever they contain their lordships will do for the best.

This day when I looked he should have taken horse for Berwick I
asked him what was the name of the young gentleman here with him,
whose name before he had not told me, suppose I demanded it. He told
me that his name is Wade and that there is great store of silver in this
ship and a Spaniard, but precisely where the ship was he would not tell
me. Even now James Vernon and the men of the ship came to your
worship’s house to ask for our 2 countrymen and James told me that the
ship was ““ leck ” at Leith in caulking and amending ; that there was above
1000!. sterling worth of cloth cast overboard out of her and that she came
from London and was to go to Hamburg but driven hither by storm ; that
the men of the ship are of Lubeck and that these 2 Englishmen came in
to them at London. The young man seems as if he were a musician and
had served Mr. Noell and would be content to stay here.

Yet the suspiciousness of this time and the change of Mr. Tusser’s
purposes give me to think that he may thus clasp with me to keep himself
from troubles here and to go away when the wind serves, and so do either
good or bad offices as he is employed for. I gave him sight of some letters
directed to me that he might trust me, requiring the like of him. And he
said he had none for fear of searching and hindering of his great affairs for
the service. These respects do make me doubt and to prevent the worst
I have this day broken the matter to M (Roger Aston), who is sure to A
(her Majesty) and of my opinion, and I am loth to suffer myself to be thus
circumvened and they to pass by such wiles, and be found unhonest to #
(her Majesty) : and so is 74 (Roger Aston). So as I cannot yet say what
we shall, but in our conceits whatever we do shall be for the best by God’s
grace, in case there be need by their departure to do anything. But the
wind is like to keep them here a wh . . .+ I expect speedy advertisement
from your worship what to do herein. 27 November, 1595.

* The paper is torn here.
1 The paper is worn here by folding.
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Mr. Tusser prays that his letters may be delivered with speed and my
Lord of Buckhurst’s first delivered. -

This Tusser is like to Doctor Haukins that was here with my Lord of
Sussex. Unsigned.

2 pp. In the handwriting of Nicolson. No address. Endorsed by
Bowes : “*Georg Nycolson. Inclosed in his letters, Edenbr’ 27 Novembr’,
Char’ 4 Decembr’, 1595.” Names in cipher deciphered.

67. GEORGE NI1corsoN TO ROBERT BOWES.

On Monday last the King came hither having before his coming
written kind letters for the stay of Buccleuch and Cessford coming at this
time. Yet now he has written to Buccleuch to come in without any
numbers or companies of his friends and also he sent for Cessford, both [of]
whom were here and are still ““darne” [? drawn] to behold the proceedings
of his Majesty. Glamis appears daily [¢n margin : Glamis has good counten-
ance of the King], and yet does for any matter of agreement with Mar or
concerning that cause nothing without the lairds’ advices nightly by confer-
ence given him. The particulars whereof I cannot certainly tell you but
apparently I see nothing but ““ platting ”’ on both sides, each for the over-
throw of others. Mar and the Prior is [sic] very strong here and are
judged to move the King thus to charge Buccleuch to come in; who
doubting of the meaning is like to use his own pleasure. Yet the King
by advice given him pretends to wish general agreements here for con-
currency to withstand the Spaniard.

Mar has caused summon Dunipace and young Airth (Arthe) who have
given surety I hear to answer the law, the 20th of the next. Yet it is
looked for the common cause that agreement shall be made and Airth is
offering fair.

Advertisements is [sic] still gotten that the Spaniards are ready to
come to land in England and Scotland and that treasure is carried to
Huntly and Errol to furnish them for Spain’s adoes by one Lambe, who
has written to his brother here to larger effects, and like advertisements
is from the west of the Spaniards’ purposes, Sir Walter Lindsay’s prefer-
ment and returning with Prince Cardinal, of the Prince of Orange restoring
to his honours and livings, etc., and of the French King’s doings and
agreement with the Pope, all for the invading of England and Scotland
by several armies. And it is said to me that the Isle of Man was to have
been taken by Spaniards within these few days, if the Spaniards had not
had advertisements for their stay. And some think that new troubles
are arising in Ireland. But in these things our estate is better advertised
than they here, so as I leave all to the truth of the advertisements to our
estate. Always the ministers have in regard of some of these moved
his Majesty to prepare by musters and furnishing of dangerous places for
landing and strengths, by imprisoning of suspected papists, and by agreeing
of feuds for the avoiding of all inconveniences. Whereon his Majesty has
given order for musters and furnishing of strengths and landing places, for
imprisonment and removing of papists and suspected persons, and is
endeavouring to agree feuds.

Yesterday I spoke to his Majesty showing him as my Lord Scrope
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had directed me that the disorders on the Borders were such as if they
continued they would be past the remedy of the wardens and of com-
missioners, moving his Majesty to give leave to my Lord to redress the
men oppressed at the malefactors’ hands ; adding that necessity was the
reason of his lordship’s design. Thereon he answered me that now Herries
was here and he would take order therein, as also that Cessford and
Fernihurst were agreeing, and other warden to be chesen for the West.
So as he should now satisfy her Majesty concerning the reducing of the
Borders to the wardens without exemption. And in which I cannot yet
tell what order is perfected, but shall within few days upon final order to
be taken therein advertise your worship. Always Johnstone has had
privy conference with and partly pleased the King and yesternight
departed homewards. Herries and Drumlanrig are to be warded for pre-
serving peace and until they shall give pledges for the same. And it is
told me that there is some oversight to be between Johnstone and them 2.

Motion has been made to the King to send at this time to her Majesty :
but partly malcontently he refused, saying he was neglected in his suits ;
and yet protesting he would do what he could for her Majesty and esteem
no prince to her. Secret offers have been to him of 50,000 ducats and more
is to be offered. Yet he seems he had rather have any reasonable dealing
at her Majesty’s hands with her favour than at any other hands, any
greater matters whatsoever. And in Council openly he has said that he
will be her Majesty’s lieutenant against the Spaniards, albeit he has had
great offers and persuasions to the contrary, and that he will perish with
England, with many other words to like effects. Thus much for the present,
referring your worship to the certainty of the other letters herewith.
Edinburgh, 27 November 1595. Signed : Geo: Nicolson.

Postscript.—Here is such making of “ cockelandes ” and verses and
such emulations as I fear still troubles, notwithstanding the intent of
agreements. 4 (the King of Scots) is suspected to have made the verses
of Mr. Wm. Fouler and was spoken to in it and does but laugh it over.
The . . . [paper torn] quin seems to be very simple suppose his verses
be not so.

2% pp. Holograph, also address. Endorsed by Bowes: ‘‘ Edenbr’
27 Novembr’, Char’ iiij° Decembr’, 1595.”

The Enclosure.

1

(Gilbert Lambe’s letter.)

From Spain it is written for certain that the King’s sister’s son called
Prince Cardinal shipped at Barcelona and passed to Rome; from that
back to Milan where he receives 6000 Italian soldiers and passes to
Flanders accompanied with Prince Orange who is relieved and restored
to his lands by King Philip upon promise to war for the league by all
his force and mean. And to assist him thereunto the said Prince gets
15,000 ducats and 1000 monthly to entertain his men of war. The
Spanish army is preparing at Biscay very diligently and their preparation
is great. They intend to have 300 ship boats and galleys and out of
Flanders 100 sail. They purpose to land their Spanish army at Milford in
Wales in England and their Flemish in Scotland. Mr. Walter Lindsay
is knighted and coming to Flanders on the way with the said Prince.

VOL. XIL c
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My author says the preparations at Biskay was [sic] ready the 6th instant
stilo novo. 1 have been earnestly dealt with to take upon me to be principal
pilot, which I have refused, alleging my long imprisonment had made me
forget and unable.

“ This is the substance of the letter written by Gilbert Lambe out
of Bordeaux, xv° Novemb.”

2 p. Copy in Nicolson's handwriting.

68. PROCLAMATION.

Proclamation for a general wapenschaw and muster on Feb. 2 next
against the threat of invasion. “ Gevin under our signet at Halurrdhous
the 27 day of November and of our Regnne the tuentie nyne zeir 1595.
Per actum Secreti Consilii.”

2 pp. Endorsed by Nicolson : * Copie of the Proclamacion made 27
November 1595 and proclamed 1 Decemb. 1595.”

69. [DR. MACCARTNEY] TO [ROBERT BOWES].

What flattering verses are given to the King by the composer himself,
I have sent them word by word and because there is some purpose insert
in the French that concerns my Lord Treasurer, *“ give ” [if] ye please to
show it I refer me, etc.

The King has written this other against Mr. William Fuller (Fwllar).
There is another made against the Lord Treasurer of Scotland, the copy
whereof was promised me but he failed. How soon I may get it I shall
send the same.

If the ministers do speed in their petitions that the King hold hand
to them to help, well it is, and better may be looked for, but I can under-
stand of no appearance. :

Since winter has shown his countenance here my bed [sic] has desired
me to make a plaint in respect of ““ reddenes ” that was advertised of  lang
syne "’ and the small matters that I wrote for since that time.

The rest refers to the next opportunity. So God preserve your lord-
ship in health and wealth. From Edinburgh in haste this 28 of November
instant 1595. ““ Your awin man on the auld maner.” Signed with a trefoil.

1 p. Endorsed by Bowes : ‘* Edenbr’ 28 Novembr’, Char’ 4 Decembr’,
1595.”

70. RoGER AsTON TO ROBERT BOWES.

I thought good not to delay time in giving you advertisement of such
things as occur here. First, you shall understand the King is come to this
town according to the former appointment. Yesterday was the first of
the convening of the Council and the first matter that was proponed was
certain articles given in by the ministers concerning the punishment of
papists and other necessary things to be foreseen in this dangerous time
of the Spanish practice. The whole articles were condescended unto.
They consist chiefly in two points : the one that there may be present
musters through the whole country both on horse and foot that all men
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may be in readiness against the invasion of the Spaniards who are preparing
great forces to land here as by sundry advertisements are constantly
confirmed ; and next it is concluded that every presbytery shall give in
the names of such as are suspected for papistry that order may be taken
with them either by warding or removing from those parts where they
dwell to such places as may be for the surety of the present estate. These
things are to be put in execution with all expedition. Upon the conclusion
of these articles the King took the occasion to speak something in presence
of the whole Council touching the present estate and the imminent dangers
which were like to ensue to the end they might all be thoroughly resolved
what was his own resolution in that matter. Because I heard the same
myself I thought good to set down so much as my memory would serve,
although not word by word yet the substance of all. First he declares what
advertisements he had gotten concerning the preparation of Spain and what
offers he had gotten for the  awising’’ of his title in England to the end that
none of them should be ignorant what was his own disposition in that behalf.
He thought good to declare his vesolution by his own mouth to the end that
none of them hereafter might persuade him of that ground which he had
there set down. First to arm himself by all the means he could against the
practice of Spain and their invasion here, protesting by the great oath of
a prince to hazard both his crown and life in that quarrel not only to
defend his own realm but the realm of England which he esteemed more
dearer to him than his own and saith he : Although I have had sufficient
cause of quarrel and have been pressed to it both by foreign princes and
my own subjects, yet when I considered my own estate and the way that
might lead me best to my intent was to allow and maintain the lawful suc-
cession and to keep my hands clean of practice and blood, that the people
should have no cause to think that I meant by Scotland to conquer
England but by the contrary by England to conquer Scotland and if the Queen
will assist me I shall not only hazard my life for the defence of my own
country but for her and her country and shall be ready as she shall appoint
with what number she shall think convenient.

Thus far I gathered of that which the King spoke Much more was
spoken which “ atended ” altogether against the papists and the practice
of Spain.

I hope all our affairs here shall go well. The King was never so well
disposed as at this time. He has given good contentment to all good men
and has promised to be no more a King of request but a King of com-
mandment.

This day the Prior of Blantyre is made Vice-Chancellor and shall
occupy the place in Council. The President has made great means to have
had the place. He is now something aback. We have here two factions
but God be praised the best prevails. Of the one side there is the Duke,
the Earl of Mar, the Prior of Blantyre, Str Robert Melvin, the Abbot of New-
baitle, the provost of Lincluden, Sir John Carmichael, the laird of T raquasy
and Clerk Register. On the other side there is the Lord Hume, the Master
of Glamis, the President, the Controller. The King is busy agreeing the Earl
of Mar and the Master of Glamis and means to take away all the jealousies
among them. Buccleuch and Cessford are sent for and shall be compre-
hended within the agreement.
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The King has made choice of 3 whose opinions he will follow in his
particular affairs, that is the Prior, Sir Robert and the laird of Traquair.
What proceeds further at this time you shall understand by my next.

Sundry advertisements have come hither, some from Flanders and
some by merchants that are come out of Spain, of the great preparation
that is making there, but that which I esteem of best credit is a letter that
Gilbert Lamb (Lame) has sent home written the 26th of the last month. I
have seen the letter and heard it read to the King by his brother Andrew
Lamb. The substance of the letter I have set down here. The principal copy
will be sent to confirm the King. He first declares the well receiving of
Mr. Walter Lindsay and that he is made knight and is dispatched towards
Flanders with all good contentment both to himself and the papist lords.
He declares the coming to Flanders of the Prince Cardinal, for so he calls
him, as also the Prince of Orange. He writes very confidently that there
is two great armies preparing the one to land in Scotland and the other
at Milford Haven. Where that is I know not but as I guess it is in Wales.
He says he has been earnestly dealt with to be general pilot of the army
and has offered him large sums for the same. He has excused himself by
his long prisonment that he has forgotten his former skill. He writes this
as a great secret, and desires he may not be discovered, for if he be he
will be in worse state than ever he was. He has been in the “ Holly
house ”” about seven years. Mr. Walter Lindsay has gotten him relieved
and hopes to come home shortly.

The King is busy in the Border affairs.

It is wished here by the best sort that there may be a more warmer
kind of dealing between her Majesty and the King, that they may lay
their heads together to prevent the imminent dangers which appears [sic]
against both the realms. These and all other I leave to your consideration
only for the discharge of my duty. What others write I know not for I
shall never be inquisitive of other men’s doings but wish that every man
may be esteemed as he deserves. I cannot persuade myself that if there
be so great danger as we esteem here her Majesty would have had some of
hers here to see how these things might be best prevented.

[In the margin : The Earl of Montrose is one of this new society with
the Duke and Mar.]

The King is informed that Mr. Archibald makes great accounting of
the letter Mr. Richard brought him. I assure you there is no such cause. The
letter was granted upon this consideration. Mr. Richard came to the King
and “soutted ”’ [sued for] his letter to her Majesty for his uncle’s leave to
come home. The King inquires of him whether his intention was to come
home or not. His answer was he was not minded to come home but only to
bring him in better credit there, whereby he might be the abler to do his
Majesty service. This being denied, he declares that his uncle had sundry
things of great importance to impart to his Majesty’s great honour and
praise, which could not be done by writ. Therefore, if his Majesty would
write three or four lines to him and give credit to the bearer, he should
bring him resolution in all things. The King to prove him signed the letter
which he has ““ abouest ’ [abused] as you will see after ; suppose the
Chancellor be gone his credit will not be the better. It is told the King
he is styled councillor which the King takes his pastime of.
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Because I shall have occasion to write shortly again I cease for the
present, wishing your own affairs to take some good success. For myself
I know you do your good will and if there had been any hope to be looked
for I should have heard from you. However my doings be interpreted my
meaning is good, for whether she have consideration or not I shall not
neglect my duty, so with my hearty commendations to my ‘‘ cummer ”’
commits you both to God. Edinburgh, 28 November. Signed : Roger
Aston.

5% pp. Holograph, also address : ““ To my L. Embastour.” Endorsed
by Bowes : ‘“ Edenbr’ xxviij° Novembr’, Char’ iiij° Decembr’ 1595.”

[The sheets of the letter were probably disarranged in transit as at the
head of the first page is written in Sir Robert Cecil's handwriting : ** Here
ye I're beginns,” and on the last page but one the writing is upside down.
The passages printed in italics have been underlined by someone in the
original.)

71. JamEes CoLviLL OF EAST WEMYSS TO [SIR ROBERT CECIL ?]

“ As zour 1. aduisit me by zour letter vithe my cousing I did adres
my intelligence from tyme to tyme to maister Boues hoping at his cumming
to hane resauit sik confort and satisfaction as vas mentionat in zour
letter but finding no remembrance therof I mervelit from quhence the
delay shuld cum and for that caus hes tain bauldnes again to remember
zour 1. hiropon to the end I may be incuragit and inhabelled to atend as I
haue done hirtofor opon suche occationis as may be seruiable to hir Majeste
quheom I shal ewer study mair to deserue nor desyr neuer douting of hir

Majesties accoustumit and vsual gratfulnes. Thus luking by zour nixt to

haue spedy and direct ansur I remain alvay redy to obey hir Hines
directionis in al leiful maner referring the particularis of this estait to
the relation of the ambassadeur quho shal alvay knaw so muche as I
can lerne.” Undated. Signed : James Colvill of Estvemies.

% p. Holograph. No address or endorsement.

72. JamEs CoLviLL oF EAsT WEMYss To ROBERT BOWES.

“I haue lukit lang for zour heir cuming bot, being disparit, I haue
send this present to haue my last ansur and not to lie farder in suspens
quhilk I luik ze vil do sa mekil for me as to certifie me. I vas euer acous-
tumit quhen occation of strangeirs presentit to offre my seruice be Sir
Francis Velshinghame to hir Majestie, quhilk I haue doon now to Sir
Robert Cicil, desyring zou to knaw hir Majesties mynd and to lat me
knaw it for hauing his Majestis leif and hir comand I shal do gudvil to
haue the best fallouis in this cuntre to do hir Majestie faitheful seruice.
I haue stayit to vrit to zou becaus I lukit dayly for zour heir cuming. I
pray the Lord hir Majestie var as villing to do for my master as he makis
preparation to asist hir and to haue mynd of it I remit my note to
zou quherof I pray zou mak ane end that I be not farder in pain.” Edin-
burgh 29 of November. Signed : James Colvill of Estvemies.

2 p. Holograph, also address: “ To the richt honorabile mester
Robert Boues ambassadeur for his Majeste in Scotland.” Ewndorsed by
Bowes : ““ Edenbr’ xxix® Novembr’, Char’ ix® Decembr’, 1595.”
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73. [SIR WiLriaM Bowgs] 1o [LorRD BURGHLEY].

[By commandment of her Majesty’s letters Mr. Slingsby, Dr. Colmore,
Mr. Anderson and myself have conferred with Sir John Foster] at Alnwick

p.250. Original upon the estate of the Middle M[arches, whlerein such answer as was

calendared in
Border Papers,
ii, pp. 80, 81.

received from him in writing to thle several a]lrticles of instruction given
unto us in that behalf by the right honourable the Lord Lieutenant in
these parts, we have certified his lordship in writing accordingly.

We have also seen delivered by indenture between Sir John Foster
and the Lord Eure all such rolls as we found to stand still in [force]
beginning at the last treaty concluded by the Earl of Rutland, the
former bills as Sir John affirms being cut off by the [said] treaty. I have
since attended here at Newcastle upon the Lord Lieutenant, who has
diligently looked into [the] estate of the Middle Marches, as well by exact
muster of the horsemen, as also by travail in many particulars with the
[gentlemen] for the better establishing of the Lord Eure in his office.

The certifying whereof as I must chiefly refer to his lordship’s letter,
so I humbly pray your lordship’s accustomed favourable allowance if in
inward zeal of conscience of faithfulness to the Queen’s service and in
special duty to you, I deliver my concept in [general] of the estate of this
country.

True religion has taken very little place, not by the unwilling[ness of]
the people to hear but by want of means, scant three [able] preachers being
to be found in the whole country. False [and] disloyal religion has taken
deep root and that in the best [houses] increasing daily by the number
and diligence of the semin[aries] with more liberty resorting thither, being
driven from oth[er] places of both the realms. :

The course of justice common to the whole realm has very smal[ll
progress] in this country, either in sessions of peace, punishment [of tres]-
passes or felonies, levying of forfeitures, accounting of [sheriffs] or such
like ; partly by the power of the warden using a course of justice crossing
or not furthering it, and partly [by other] private men challenging liberties
and protecting “ falters ” for inc[reasing] their own strength.

Touching justice special to the place in March matters, it ap[pears]
to be clean out of joint, whilst due proportion ordering part[icular]
distribution in parts to good respect of conveniency in the whole [is not
observed]. It seems the English spoil less and deliver mo[re than the]
Scots. So do we also lose more and recover less by [delivery than they] ;
whereupon ensues that by little and little our wleakening is their] strength-
ening ; yea and that is carried under the tit[le of justice]. For they offer
us law but we cannot use it, [not by our] negligence but by their iniquity.
For though their fa[ults be] evident, yet they drive us to prove it by
avowry of a Scottisfhman] agreeable to the Treaty. And than being now
amongst them [a matter of deadly feud with great difficulty the English
get only some few of their bills filed because no avowers can be got].

Hereupon springs the unlawful [complots and combinations of the]
English with the Scots to recover [somewhat by particular favour] where
Jittle can be had by public justice [and nothing at all by] reprisals albeit
warranted by our statute law [in case of denial] or delay of justice hereto-
fore usually pract[ised by private force].
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This inveterate evil having heretofore procured sund[ry commissions
of both] the realms, to give remedy to it, does nevertheless [still proceed
by] this evasion. First, the Scots, no doubt ([standing upon the] advantage
mentioned) refused (as Sir John Foster [affirms) in] the last treaty at
Berwick to “fyle ” or clean [upon the wardens’] honour ; being indeed
the chief mean hitherto agre[ed upon for us] to avoid the aforerecited
mischief in avowry. [Next the Scots] answer us by estoppel showing their
bills amount[ing to as great] value as ours. That value in truth not arising
out [of the loss of] their subjects, but out of the strict word of the t[reaty
which] binds as guilty of the whole, for a part possessed. [So as in] the
great emotions ordinary in their realm, some of our [English] possessing
some trifling part of the spoil, we are [burdened and] billed for the whole,
as in the great bill of Falkla[nd and such] like. But the treaty of amity
between the pri[nces being rather] Confractus bone fidei than stricti
juris I see not but that th[e interpretation] should be made so that neither
realm profit by other’s lo[ss, every trans]gressor against either delivered
for his fault, at the least [being published], not to be protected or relieved
by either of the princes [or their subjects] nor yet the goods of true men
rest in the hands of thi[eves by composition]. But rather justice upholden
by concurring in mutu[al indifferency] for the general, and in particular
to restore the [spoiled to their] own, which cannot be if the cutting off
by commissi[ons leave the gain] still remaining in the worst men’s hands.
Yet better [for them than] for us, because the chief strength of that realm
[stands in their] Borderers and those enabled in sort aforesaid. [To the]
causes impeaching March justice may be added, th[at the wardens] and
opposite officers being ever chosen of Borderers [bred and inhabiting]
there, they do continually cherish their favourite[s and strengthen] them-
selves by the worst disposed, to support the partialities [and factions
common] in that nation. Also in the change which [often happens in]
the officers made by the King for their [misdemeanours the new] ever
refuses to satisfy for any attempts colmmitted before his time. MoreJover
the Middle March cannot be answ[ered by Cessford the] warden for the
whole but must [seek to Ferniherst for one part] and Buccleuch for
Liddesdale. [Many execrable murders] are continually committed,
whereof four [new complaints were] presented to the Lords during these
few days [of their being here besides] three others this month in Athelston
Moor. [And the gentlemen of the Middle March here presently attending
do recount out of their memory near 200 Englishmen miserably murdered
by the Scots since the 10th] year of her Majesty’s reign. [For this] no
redress at all has been made.

Concerning the ability and disposition of the people, Scottish [spoils],
hard landlords, the hand of God in death of cattle and dearth of corn,
have so impoverished this March that [of 2000] furnished horsemen certi-
fied in anno 1593 there are not flound in] this last more exact view 100
and those so dispersed as [they could not be gathered together for the
necessity of the service occurring].* Besides that [men of] best judgment
affirm constantly that their opposite neighbours of Liddesdale, East
and West Teviotdale are four[fold above] in number of horses and strength.

* The copyist of Harl. MS. 4648 has apparently abbreviated this and the following
sentences.
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The gentlemen [affirm] vehemently that they have lost since the 26th
year of h[er] Majesty’s reign near the value of 20,000..

Finally there appears a discontentment and dejection of mind amongst
the people generally very great to see their ene[mies] triumphing in their
blood and enriched by their losses, among the gentlemen a great distrac-

tion, partly by displeasures. . . . Lords have laboured to compound,
but most by endeavouring . . . themselves by private partialities
and their own several. . . . *

This contagion has touched and greatly impoverished the part [of
the] bishopric next adjoining to Northumberland along parts of the
rivers of Tees, Wear and Derwent. [And now] instantly one Simpson,
an honest neighbour, remains pr[isoner] in Liddesdale taken out of his
house near Durham [by the] Ellottes and 100/. demanded for his ransom,
besides m[any] others taken in like manner, and sundry yet under bonds
to play their] ransoms. It is lamentable to hear to what tortures thiey
put] these poor men so taken to force them to agree to the pay[ment] of
greater sums. In Richmondshire likewise [sundry] attempts have been
committed by the Borderers and now near Richmond two wealthy men’s
houses assaulted, and [the one] of them spoiled by them, 70 miles from
the Borders, [which] though the Lord Lieutenant by his great travail has
[discovered] and intends to redress, yet it is a great disquiet and [terror
to] the people.

[For] the new Lord Warden, he is thought to be straitly pressed [with
these] difficulties : a strong enemy: a weak and dis[tracted country]:
suspicion of privy practice to cross him : [a year of] scarcity and a place
of abode unsafe [as] being [in the highway] of the greatest disorders.

[Th]us much I have presumed to certify unto your lordship, though
[more tedJiously than I should, yet not so particularly as I would be ready
to do, if it pleased you so to direct me.

Humbly [beseeching your lordship to receive also information hereof
from some other no less tendering the needful sincerity of truth] and
trusting [that you will cover my] name from the offence I deserve not, [I
will pray that God] may long continue our sovereign’s most [gracious days
of power] and make you still a happy instrument [thereof to cure the
aforesaid] gangrene thus ncisomely molest[ing the foot of the] kingdom.
Newcastle, [29] November, 1595. Unsigned.

3% pp. Copy. The document has suffered much from fire at the tops and
sides of the pages. The portions in brackets have been supplied from the
transcript in Harl. MS. 4648 which was made before the fire.

74. GEORGE NicoLsoN To ROBERT BOWES.

As to the greatest matter now occupying the estate concerning the
preparations of the Spaniards it is advertised by letters severally out of
Spain, France and the Low Countries and by divers persons both by the
east and west coasts all agreeing very near in one in effect to the contents
of my last in this part. And the King has privy advertisement himself
also of the purpose of the Spaniards for landing in England and here.
The truth of all which advertisements I hope is better known to our estate,

* Harl. MS. 4648 omits the concluding part of this paragraph.
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I mean of the Spaniards’ preparations and intentions, than to them here,
as I think it should be needless to make curious inquiry and certificate
of the reports and advertisements here. Always I hear his Majesty
intends to send to her Majesty to declare his understanding and purpose
in these matters and to show his goodwill to join with her against them
and to solicit her favour to him in the great cause for his right as he terms
it, all which I leave to the issue of his purpose therein ; assuring your
worship that he is most frank to take such part and fortune with her
Majesty against the Spaniards as shall please God to send, and daily and
openly in Council in all the times they were to advise of the courses to
withstand the Spaniards his Majesty solemnly protested to be enemy to
the Spaniards or any other naftion], to enter into actual deeds of service
against any that any way should invade her Majesty, with many evil
words of the Spaniards and exceeding good words of and towards her
Majesty. Thus much I understand at honest councillors’ hands. For
withstanding the Spaniards the names of all fit places of landing and of
castles and strengths near those places and about the coast are to be given
in and earls, lords, barons, gentlemen and boroughs are to be [at] charges to
keep their houses and dwellings in their castles and strengths upon those
places, and such owners of such places are to be removed and others
placed to keep them. Great reasoning has been about the fortifying of
Leith especially and of Inchkeith and other places whether they were
meet to be fortified or no; some saying they would be fortified to keep
out the Spaniards and of that-opinion was his Majesty ; others saying
they would not be fortified because the Spaniards might so surprise them
and use the benefit of the fortifications for themselves and against the
King and this estate. This borough is to be provided with spades, shovels,
hacks and other necessaries for the fortifying of Leith or other places as
shall be thought good upon better deliberation ; and other towns are
likewise to be so furnished for other places, and the ministers of every
several presbytery are to give the names up to the King and Council of all
the suspected in religion throughout all this land against the 2nd of
February next, and the merchants are to [be] appointed to bring in corslets,
pikes and other furnitures and the King will give order to take them off
their hands to their honest profits; and acts and proclamations and
sundry other ordinances is [sic] made and to be made for musters and these
things against 2nd Feb. aforesaid ; so as the King is very busy and careful
to prevent the Spaniards, openly vowing to enter into action against them
whether the Queen support him or no; and for concurrency with his
Majesty against Spain feuds are to [be] taken up or respited upon pain of
rebellion. And yet there are not wanting men to persuade the King that
these forces of Spain may be used and is [sic] meant to be employed for
him and his advancement in England ; which course the King detests as
also refuses the pistoles offered and all things offered that way, depending
upon God and her Majesty therein. This I have from persons of quality
of divers degrees and most sure in religion, who wish that her Majesty
would in these times of danger and temptation entertain the King in
good sort. :

As to this estate the King has authorised the Prior of Blantyre to
convene the Council and receive their votes as Chancellor in any matter

VOL. XII. c1
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of estate at his-pleasure. But in matters of sessions he has no pre-eminence.
David Moyses keeps still the Great Seal. The side of Mar account that the
Chancellor’s place shall be for a friend at such time as his Majesty shall
be pleased to dispose thereof. The other side are in good hope it shall
then fall to some of their friends. My Lord of Mar and the Prior are by
the King agreed with the Master of Glamis and the laird of Buccleugh,
I cannot say in a friendly manner, but in such sort only as both sides said
they had no quarrel to others. The Master was agreed in the Tolbooth
and the laird in the “ kabinett.” He came as it were in on Saturday last
with 9 persons only ; yet he had 100 of his best men here before and was
upon his guard. That day and yesterday the Master, he and the Comp-
troller were required to leave the King and Council to themselves as for
some particulars. The Master and Comptroller was [sic] often before so
“wyled ” and kept out of Council. Yesternight the laird by advice of
the Master and upon their keeping out from the Council took his leave
of the King and is this day before day ridden homewards. Yesternight
Cessford came quietly in; some think he shall be drawn from that
association by the Collector and Newbattle, and especially for Buccleugh’s

" favouring of Johnstone as I advertised your worship before. *Yet a sure

friend assures me they are all yet fast together and do but thus yield to
time, as also that as yet they have no purposes in hand. My Lord Hume
favours them as friends but depends on the King altogether. He told
me he was to have gone to England but was stayed by Mr. Governor
till my Lord Chamberlain’s pleasure be known, to whom he said he had
written and looked for licence. He uses sometimes into England but only
for hounds and hunting but not for any state matter, wherein he might be
made, I would not doubt, a very good member, for he has friends and
mean as good as any man in Scotland. All is well between him and my
Lady and presently she is at Hume; which I have thought to amend in
regard of my last error herein.

The laird of Wemyss (Wemes) offers if her Majesty need and the
Spaniards assault her realm to serve her Highness with himself and a
band of gentlemen his friends of good action. What should I say here is
nothing here so much feared as the Spaniards and extreme dearth of
victuals, the like whereof was never heard nor felt here, God of His mercy
help us.

pTo—morrow the King rides to Linlithgow with purpose upon declaring
to the Queen (as I hear it conceived) his agreements which he has made
here between Mar, Blantyre and the others to get her to go to Stirling
to see the young Prince and after to bring her hither to stay here this
winter. On Monday next the King is to be here again for staying here
and further deliberation of all his other affairs, which now have taken no
determinate order. Only he sees his own estate to have been abused by
his officers and himself kept bare and pretends to follow Blantyre’s and
other advices for the repairing thereof.

This morning at his going to * disjune "’ I let his Majesty understand
that my Lord Scrope had sent his servant to remember me to procure now
his Majesty’s order for redress of the faults done and quietness on the
West Borders. Whereon he told me he had committed to ward Herries
and Drumlanrig [in margin : they were put in this castle on Friday last]
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and had sent for Johnstone to ““ compere ” here, the 9th instant, whom
he meant to ward also, and thereon to choose a warden to be answerable
for all things, and cause these men thus warded to answer to the warden
for satisfying my Lord Scrope; adding he could do no more for the
present and that he would see all Englishmen righted in those cases,
whereof 1 have certified my Lord Scrope. And surely the King means
nothing but well, thinking in the next week to take perfect order there-
with. All others to the others herewith. Edinburgh, 1 Dec. 1595. Signed :
Geo. Nicolson.

Postscript.—Mr. John Colville is busy about the marriage of his
daughter and at Stirling, so as he writes not now. I see nothing but very
want of money is now his hindrance, and I hold him undone unless he be
holpen.

2% pp. Holograph, also addvess. Endorsed by Bowes: ‘‘ Edenbr’
primo Dec., Char’ ix° ejusdem, 1595, and in another hand (? Sir Robert
Cecil’s) : ‘“ Bodley.”

75. ROGER ASTON TO ROBERT BOWES.

By my last of the 28th I have acquainted you with all such matter
as occurred here. For the present by this you shall perceive our orderly
proceedings agreeable to that which I wrote before. The agreement is
made between the Earl of Mar and the Master of Glamis. They have
shaken hands, whether it be in heart or not it is doubted. There is neither
appearance but this late faction shall be diverted. Buccleuch is come and
yesterday was in the abbey where he and the Earl of Mar spake together
and he and the Prior conferred long together. They have everyone
promised to keep friendship to others.

Cessford is to be here to-morrow to follow that same order that the
rest has done.

The blame of all is laid upon the late Chancellor as the ground and
plot “leur ” of all the purposes that was in head. The Queen speaks
plainly and says the Chancellor was the only plot ““ leur ”’ of that course
and stirred her up to deal in the matter. She has been plain with the
Prior of Blantyre with whom she is thoroughly reconciled. It is no other
appearance for the present but all matters will settle. How long she will
continue, God knows.

In the election of this new Council I know sundry malcontents,
chiefly such as were councillors before and now left out, as the Lord
Hume, the Master of Glamis, the Controller and others. In this last
election there is none except the Duke who is made to ¢ coummenes ’’ the
matter. There is [sic] the Earls of Mar and Montrose, the Prior, the
Abbot of Newbattle, Sir Robert Melvin, Lincluden (Clencloden), Car-
michael, Traquair and the Provost of Edinburgh. It is thought this
will breed a new faction again and this agreement is but to put off an ill
ere (?) the King begins to take matters stoutly upon himself and says he
will be served with such as he thinks good. All matters frames [sic] well
as yet. There is grounds laid for a more solid and constant government
than was before.
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We are busy preparing against the Spaniard proclamation for musters,
[for] which the King will see himself order taken, for the fortifying of
Broughty (Broutty), Spynie and other parts of the sea coast. Edinburgh
are [sic] commanded to have all things ready for the fortifying of Leith.
They are thoroughly persuaded here that they will land in this country
and that ere it be long. I will assure you the King is very forward in the
matter, God send him good assistance.

They are in hand with the Border affairs. The Lord Herries and the
laird of Drumlanrig are committed to the castle of Edinburgh. Johnstone
is sent for and shall be committed. Thereafter there shall be an indifferent
warden chosen. The Prior is like to bear the sway here. They that
pretended to it are something aback. I hope they shall want their
expectation.

The King goes to-morrow to Linlithgow and from thence takes the
Queen with him to Stirling and from thence comes altogether to Edin-
burgh, where they are appointed to be the 10th instant, where there shall
be order taken with all things. '

I have sent you here-enclosed the copy of the letter by the King’s
commandment that I writ of in my last.

Here is an Irishman that has given to the King a little pamphlet in
verse which I had drawn out to have sent you but that George told me
he had sent it you before.

George and I have been in great doubt what we should do concerning
two passengers that are driven in the shore and seem to be employed for
her Majesty’s service or other ways we had stayed them. Because I know
George will certify you at more length I will not trouble you further
in this matter. Edinburgh the first of December. Signed : Roger Aston.

Postscript.—I writ to you for her Majesty’s picture which I pray you
help me to. It is for myself. I would have it fair and large. Your
‘““ hakes 7 [hacks] are in readiness and shall come away as soon as we can
get commodity to send them. They will not be well carried by land this
time of the year. We purpose to send them by sea.

Notwithstanding I have set down to you a plain and solid course to
be followed forth and I know the King is of the same mind, I am surely
advertised that the Master of Glamis is of full purpose to work himself
Chancellor. The Prior and others are foreseen of this and I doubt not but
will cross it.

This day they have been at consultation to send someone of credit
to her Majesty. It is laid to the Provost of Edinburgh’s charge, who has
utterly refused, so that they are to make choice of some other, which I
believe will be Sir Robert. I have been inquisitive to understand the
occasion of his sending, which as far as I can learn is to assure her Majesty
of the King’s resolution against the Spaniards, craving her advice in the
premisses which so highly concern both their estates. This is in head but
not concluded. I have sent you here-enclosed the copy of the letter I
wrote of before this day. Proclamation is made that all men be in readiness
upon the next advertisement.

4 pp. Holograph, also address : ** To my L. Ambastour.” Endorsed
by Bowes : ‘ Edenbr’ primo Dec., Char’ ix° ejusdem, 1595.”
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1595. 76. PROCLAMATION.
Pur]i:tcl;ri:t.ed Proclamation against correspondence with foreigners  except it be

in Register of the betwixt merchant and merchant or matters concerning merchantes
7" ouncil, ] . X . . .

v.230-240- - allanerly.” ** Given under our signeit at Halliroodhouse j° Decembr An°
v smart Regn 29. 1595. Per actum Secreti Consellii.”

Proclamations,

ii, 258, 1p. Endorsed.

Dec. 2. 77. PROCLAMATION.
P t printed . . ..
in Register of the Proclamation in similar terms to that of Nov. 27 for a general wapen-
Privy Council, . . vy . . .
v 242: in- schaw followed by instructions as to the towns within their respective
ventoried in

Tudor and Sman sheriffdoms to which the lieges are to repair ““ to joyne with and supplie
Prodamations,  the fute forces ” in resisting the threatened foreign invasion. “ Givin
under our signet at Halirudhous the second day of December and of our
Regnne the tuentie nyne zeir 1595. Per actum Secreti Consilii.”
1 p. The names of the sheriffdoms and towns are set out in the margin
in another hand.

Dec. 3. 78. THE LEVIES IN SCOTLAND.

The names of the several shires wherein forces are to be levied and
the several towns whither the said forces are to repair by virtue of a
proclamation given at Holyroodhouse, 3 December, 1595.

These are as set out in the foregoing proclamation.

1p. Endorsed.

Dec. 5. 79. GEORGE NICOLsON TO ROBERT BOWESs.

Yesterday the ministers caused apprehend one Mr. Adam Kinge and
one John Archbut, the bishop of Ross’s servant, come but yesterday out
of France. They have some packets which shortly are to be opened but
thought to be matters of common and small effect. And yet they are
both papists and professors of that sect. Upon their examinations and
discovery of matters of moment I shall advertise your worship.

Enclosed I send you the copies of the proclamations proclaimed on
Monday and on Tuesday, referring to your worship to think on them as
ye shall see cause, for till I see you I cannot say much more. I trust it
shall hinder no advertisements to your worship.

The Provost here is in, I may call it, doubt to be employed to England
this evil weather and as I hear in some points for the causes certified by
me before ; all which I leave to the issue thereof. [In margin: the
Provost is a dealer between Mar and Airth (Arthe) and I hope shall do
good.] Some think that nevertheless some is first looked to come from
England before they send thither.

Cessford is reconciled with my Lord of Mar and Blantyre. On
Wednesday the King rede to Linlithgow and not before. I hear the King
and Queen do this day go from thence with some few with them to Stirling ;
leaving their household at Linlithgow till their return thither again on
Monday next, and on Tuesday they come hither to remain this winter.
[In margin : 1 hear the Queen had no will to this journey to Stirling.]
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There is of late great preparation of horse, spears and lances made
and sent into the North, which is in fear that my Lord of Argyll, who is
at Stirling and whose wife is brought in bed of a daughter, should invade
them ; and which may be a device to get that country on foot and in arms
on all occasions at Huntly’s pleasure, albeit Huntly and Errol both do
still seem to depend to get their country by the King’s favour only and
no way to join with any strangers. For my Lady Huntly has made all
the gentlemen in the North to think that she has Argyll’s handwriting
for the disposition of all the lands in the North to such as was with Argyll
at the field ; which makes the barons, gentlemen, etc. to think they can
have no assurance of their own in case Argyll come there and prevail,
and for that cause to be against Argyll. And surely they account Huntly’s
overthrow given to Argyll their safety in these behalfs for their own
livings. Yet my Lord Forbes (Forbisse) is here in no fear of these things.

The wind has indeed blown back Mr. Tusser and the Hamburg ship
[¢n margin : Lubeckers] as I looked for and I hope to hear from your
worship what shall be my Lord Treasurer’s pleasure therein before their
departure. For the wind and storm is still easterly.

John, Earl of Menteith (Muntethe) Graham, has prayed me to adver-
tise your worship that he would pray her Majesty’s licence to pass to
London, there to stay till Whitsunday, and in the summer to pass to
France to learn the language and fashions abroad. He would take with
him 4 or 5 servants and honest friends, and he prays your worship to be
means that he may have her Majesty’s passport to be sent him with speed,
and for which favour he and his friends will do her Majesty any service in
their powers. Sir Robert Ker also entreats for this favour. The Earl is
a young gentleman married to Glenorquhart’s sister and can do by his
friends good offices in Ireland bordering on the sea coast towards Ireland.
Always it may please your worship to move this for his lordship and
to return speedy answer. His mere love to England and his friends on the
Borders makes him seek thus to pass through England and stay that time
there, and he will have none but his 4 or 5 honest religious friends and
servants with him. Thus much for the present, referring all others to the
coming hither of his Majesty and sight of the issue of things then. Edin-
burgh, 5 December, 1595. Signed : Geo: Nicolson.

13 pp. Holograph, also address. Endorsed by Bowes: ‘ Edenbr’ v°
Decembr’, Richmond xiij° ejusdem, 1595.”

80. J. M. [Dr. MACCARTNEY] TO [ROBERT BOWEs].

It is decreed at this Convention held 24 November last that because
deadly “ feaddis” and incursions are great within the land, the King
shall take upon him to compone the greatest controversies among the most
noble personages or else the disobedient that will not receive measure
shall be put in prison for year and day.

Ttem, for smaller controversies that are risen for debate of lands and
blood followed thereon : It is decreed that the sheriff of each shire shall
concur with the barons and ministers of each presbytery to ‘‘ compone
the grunds of pley ” and to report their diligence to the King and his
Council betwix and the first day of January next:
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Ttem, because there is certain and sure advertisement that the King
of Spain is to send some forces of men and ships in this land, for what
causes it is unknown, and because the said King and his subjects and
confederates are in effect capital enemies to the Christian religion now
presently embraced within this realm: It is therefore decreed that all
persons adversaries to the same of what degree thay be of shall be put ““in
strang and strait preason,” how soon their names and evidences of traffick-
ing and dealing shall be known and put in bill by the Ministry.

Item, that it shall be ““lesun ”’ [lawful] and power presently granted
to the ministers of each presbytery to convene the people in armour at
their first call to resist the incursions of the Spaniard or of any other
papist in Scotland that may be moved to defend the cause of a contrary
religion.

Item, that against the first day of February next a general muster shall
be held through all Scotland, that each man be provided in armour as he
will answer to God and the King for defence of the true religion and
maintaining the liberties of the Commonwealth against the enemies to
the same.

The Lord Herries and Drumlanrig are incarcerated within the castle
of Edinburgh. Johnstone was then here but was “ demittit.” Many
honest gentlemen do grudge at this, what may follow thereon God knows.

Buccleuch and Sir Robert Ker are received in Court again and the
Countess of Bothwell lately banished the first day of this month.

An ambassador is to be elected to pass in England to know the Queen’s
mind anent the landing of the Spaniard in Scotland.

There is another great Convention to hold here the 24th instant of
all estates under the pain of treason to those that shall not “ compeir.”

The day of justice betwixt Mar and the Lord Livingstone is to hold
the day before. There is great preparation of weapons for both sides :
and nobody “‘ supponis "’ good to follow. The rest to the next opportunity
and so I pray God have your lordship in his perpetual protection. From
Edinburgh in haste this 4 day of December instant. “ Your Honour’s
awin man, J. M.”

There is an Irish gentleman lately arrived here. He has spoken the
King divers times and at last delivered unto him this treatise of poesie
which I have sent to your Honour with the bearer. He is learned and
courtly and well travelled. The King has given him to my Lord Secretary
to be maintained by him. The name of the man is Gualterus Quinnus
Hybernus. Since these verses were exhibited to the King, what with
speaking with the man and what by reading of the verses, and the
bruit ““arrysit ” [sic] of the Spaniard, the King is become incredibly
rejoiced.

By reading of the French discourse in the end your Honour shall find
some matter of weight : and indeed the King himself has made a little
commentary thereupon, but I would no ways have the copy of it so
suddenly.

This night late there is a young man taken prisoner lately come from
France landed at Leith. He has been in Brittany with the Spanish
companies this whole year bygone. When he is examined I shall attend
upon the copy of his confession and send it with such other occurrences
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as may happen against the coming of the next messenger. Written the
S of December late, ‘95. J. M.

14 pp. Holograph. No address or endorsement.

Enclosure with the preceding® :—

A small book of verses in Latin, Italian, English and French entitled
“ Anagrammata in nomen Jacobi Sexti, serenissimi Scotorum Regis,
variis linguis inventa atque etiam earundem linguarum versibus et metris
expressa. A Gualtero Quinno Hiberno, qui hoc devotissimi animi et
obsequii sui pignus eidem Pio, Invicto et Clementissimo Principi summa
animi demissione dedicat et consecrat.”

“Ad eundem Regem serenissimum epigramma.
Cum superis reges communi jure fruuntur :
Regibus, ut superis, numen inesse solet.
Numina magna velut superorum nomina produnt :
Omina sic Regum nomina szpe ferunt.
Hinc tibi tam felix in nomine volvitur omen,
Ceelitus o Regnis pluribus orta salus.
Quod variis linguis ex nomine ducitur arte
Omen te superis innuit esse parem.
Ergo bonis avibus, tua quo te gloria ducit,
J. Rex sic ratum nominis omen erit.”

“ Anagramma Latinum,
Carolus Jacobus Steuartus
Victor, Salvus, Carus Stabo

VicTor ovans, collis domitis virtute superbis,

Clara trophza feram, sceptra perenne decus.
SALvUS, et incolumis superabo pericula mille,

Exortus variis gentibus ipse salus.
CARUS ero superis, carus mortalibus : ipsi

Victorem victi me facilemque colent.
StABO cardinibus virtutum innixus et astra

Sublimi feriam vertice victor ovans.”

“ Anagramma Italicum.
Carlo Giacomo Stuarte
Ama L’Accorto, Giusto Re

Somnetto.

L’AccorTo, GIUsTO RE AMA, o Inghilterra,
Che ti vien’ da cieli benigni offerto,
Re tuo per dritto di sangué, e per merto
Degno desserlo piu d’ogn’ alter in terra.
E gli ti sara sempre e'n pace, €'n guerra,
* A pencilled note in a modern handwriting suggests that the following was the copy

sent by James Hudson in his letter to Sir Robert Cecil of 16 Dec. 1600. But a copy was
evidently enclosed in the foregoing letter and the date on the endorsement supports the

conclusion that this was the actual copy.
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Padre benigno, Guardian’ fido, € certo ;
E ti reggera qual Nocchier’ isperto,
Che la naue in buon porto e guida e serra.
Ma s’alcun tuo, non gia figlio amante,
An Ti traditor’ disleale e ingiusto
Vorra impedirlo, a se dara impacci.
Ch’a domarlo magnanimo, e bastante.
Proverallo, non men’ CH ACCORTO, E GIUSTO :
Ma felice te, se I'ami, e I’abbracci.”

“ Anagramma Anglicum.
Charles James Stuart
Claimes Arthur’s Seat.

Sonet.

A worthie peerles Prince claymes Arthur’s seat,
Borne to the same by heavinlie providence.
No force, no sleight, no vayne clame or pretence
This woorthie wight can of his right defeat.

For with his right, he is of might so great,
Throwgh Godis especiall favour and defence,
As he can chastise treacherous offence,
And doun the pryde of foes, and rebels beat.

In his just claym none els will him resist,
Save basse and wicked wretches, deadly foes
To vertu, honour, peace and unitie.

But God, and kingdomes, who will him assist,
With his own vertu, will in spite of thoes
Him raise to Arthur’s seat and Monarchy.”

“ Aliud anagramma Anglicum.
Charles James Stuart
Ceass letts, I am Arthur.

A Sonet.

Ceas lets Arthur I am, of Bretain King,
Comme by good right to clayme my seat, and throne,
My kingdomes severed to rejoyne in one,
To mend quhat is amiss in everie thing.
To roote out discord, whence much wo doth spring,
To renew Chevalry almost forgone,
To releve vertu, which for want doth mone,
All former blisse to this my land to bring.
Who doth me overthwart, not holding me
For Arthur, my name let him turne, and spell :
The truthe heirof then shall he sone espie.
But better this by tryall men shall see :
Arthur in bountie, who deserveth weill,
In courage Arthur my foes shall me try.”

81
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“ Anagramma Gallicum.
Charles Iaques Stuart
Qui est la? Cesar, Arthus

Sonet.

Qui est la ? Cesar Arthus princes de grand honeur,
Desquels 'un de I'estat des Romains se feit maistre,
Et en Bretagne vint ses trophées a mettre,
Et l'autre fut des Rois de Bretaigne la fleur.

Ces deux se sont conjoints en un Prince plein d’heur,
Lequel Dieu a voulu Roy de Bretaigne naistre,
Et l'ornant des vertuz Royalles I'a fait estre
Digne de ce Royaume, et de toute grandeur.

Que si quelque mutin poussé d’envie, et rage,
A luy s’ose opposer, d’'un CESAR le courage
Et I'heur esprouvera, mais a son grand malheur.

Et ceux, qui volontiers luy presteront homage,
Exempts de tout peril, d’encombre, et de domage,
D’un Arthus gousteront la clemence, et douceur.”

‘“ Discours

Sur le mesme Anagramme, en forme de Dialogue enter un Zelateur
du bien public et une Dame laquelle represente le Royaume d’Angleterre.

Zel. Toy Dame en tous endroits du monde renommée,
Vainqueresse jadis, et Princesse nominée
Non seulement des eaux et Isles du Ponent ;
Mais du Roiaulme aussi des fleurs se coronant,
De ton Palais Roial fai qu'on ouvre la porte
Au Roy, qui 'heur ancien, et honeur te rapporte.
Qui est ce Roy di moy. Quiestla? Z. Cesar Arthus.
Noms des princes priséz pour leurs rares vertus,
Et qui par leurs beaux faits ont acquis tant de gloire,
Que, sans flestrir jamais, fleurira leur memoire :
Desquels 1'un me vainquit, et meit en desarroy ;
Et l'autre fut du tout mon grand Monarque, et Roy.
Mais comment peuvent ilz en ce lieu ci se rendre,
Si tant de temps passe leurs corps furent en cendre
Reduits, et leurs esprits, montez la haut aux cieux,
Triomfent immortels, changez en Demi-Dieux ?
Z. Certes ilz n’i sont pas en propre corps et forme,
Ni comme ceux, lesquelz, suivans I'erreur enorme
D’un vieil resueur, passer les esprits des humains
Faisoient de corps en corps, assignans aux plus sains,
Et parfaits en vertu, venant leur tour et heure
De retourner en corps, la plus noble demeure.
Que s'il estoit ainsi, deviner on pourroit,
(w’avec ARTHUS, CESAR ici se trouveroit.

SIS
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Au nom, heur, et vertu duquel ilz se rencontrent.

D. Le presage me plait : mais aussi je le crains
Car la memoire jest d’iceluy, qui des freins
Tant des peuples brida, et entr’autres moimesme :
De quoi me souvenant deviens de frayeur blesme.

Z. Trop vaine et ombrageuse, Angleterre, est ta peur.
Ce Cesar est tout tien ; rasseure toi le cceur.
Car en ceste Isle mesme il a prins sa naissance :
Joint qu’en luy se voit bien la naive resemblance
D’ArTHUS, et d’autres Rois, ses tresnobles ayeulx,
Qui ont haussé ton nom et honeur jusqu’aux cieulx.
Allez, allez Renars, et nommez l’estranger,
Par quenouille cuidans 'estat soubz vous renger,
Quoi ? I'heritier plus proche, et certain, et virile,
Issu d’un pere Anglois, natif d’une mesme Isle,
Faut il qu'’il soit par vous, pour estranger forclos,
Et que I'estat Roial soit dans voz parcs enclos ?
Jugez vous estranger le Roi d’une Isle mesme,
Jadis toute subjete a mesme Diademe ?
Estrange seroit il, que soubz un mesme chef
Ces deux membres unir se deussent derechef ?
Si vous vous fondrez sur Roiall ordonance,
Ainsi que pretendez faut il pas qu’on balance
Toute ordonance telle au poids de I'equité,
Du bon sens de I'autheur, et de sa volonté ?
Ou bien faut il tenir pour loy ce qu’en devise
Cil, qui a son butin, non au bien public vise ?
Qui soustiendroit qu’aucun des Heuris, et Eduars
Eust ordoné qu’au gré de ces loups et renars
Deussent estre forclos les lions de sa race,
Asne se monstreroit de tres mauvaise grace.

Mais toi, tresnoble Dame, envers ton sang Roial
Aiant tousjours monstré le coeur bon et loial,
Permettras tu qu’un tas des loups, renars et asnes,
Qu’on oit braire et hurler de leurs bouches prophanes
Contre droit et raison et toutes saintes lois,
Puissent a leur plaisir t’instituer des Rois ?

Non feras : car je scai que ta brave noblesse,
Qui n’a pas moindre los de foi que de prouesse,
A joug indigne d’eux ont ne sasseruira :

Ains parti bien plus seur, et louable eslira,
D’embrasser pour son Roi ce Prince magnanime,
Qui merite, que fleur de noblesse on I’estime

Ni ton bon peuple aussi, qui tousjours los avoit
En embrassant parti de s’accoster au droit,
Voudra guiter sa foi et loiauté ancienne

Pour suivre autre parti, ou cause, que la sienne :
Que si quelques mutins regimber oseront,

Et en sa juste cause a luy s’opposeront,
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Et I'heur en chastiant leur folle outrecuidance.
Mais ses sujets loiaux, qui le reconnoistront,
Et qui, sans regimber, a luy se soubmettront,
Sentiront par effets d'un ARTHUS la clemence,
La justice, le soin paternel, la prudence.
Enfant il a sucé ces Roialles vertuz
(Dont rarement on voit les princes revestuz)
Du lait, et doux nectar des Muses et Minerve ;
Et en a fait au cceur precieuse conserve ;
Pour tousjours maintenir en santé et vigueur,
Soimesme, et ses subjets, lesquels avec douceur,
Comme membres et filz, estant leur chef et Pere,
Traitera, les gardant de mal et vitupere,
Et craindre ne faudra que nouvelle grandeur,
Comme a d’autres feroit, luy face enfler le cceur,
Qui est tresbien muni de vertu et constance
Contre les vens legers d’une vaine arrogance.
Joint aussi qu’il ne faut, que ce titre et pouvoir
Luy face de nouveau apprendre son devoir.
Car en l'art de regner il est desja grand Maistre,
Puis qu’il vint a regner presqu’aussi tost qu’a naistre.
Les peuples, que desja il gouverne, compris,
Avec toi, Angleterre, en une mesme purpris,
Soubz son sceptre Roial, et son obeissance
Des fruits de sa vertu regoivent jouissance :
Vivans en tel repos, en biens si plantureux,
Qu’oncques leurs devanciers n’ont esté plus heureux.
Et bien que quelques uns poussez d’envie et rage
En ses pais ont cuidé susciter maint orage :
Si a il tellement renversé leurs desseins,
Domtant, et bridant ces furieux des freins,
Qu’il en demeure a eux perte, malheur et honte ;
A luy heur et honeur qui jusqu’aux Astres monte.
Aussi aux plus grans Rois et Princes d’outremer
Ses merites le font tant priser et aimer ;
Que d’eux il est jugé tresdigne d’estre Prince
Non d’'un Roiaume seul, mais de mainte Province.
Et s’acquite envers tous si bien de son devoir,
Qu’heureux, et triomfant souhaitent de le veoir.
Mais sur tous, Angleterre, il s’acquite et comporte

Si bien envers les tiens, qu’a eux jamais la porte
De sa grace et faveur ne se vient a boucher.
Donc comme Pere, et Prince, il leur doit estre cher.
Plusieurs preuves as eu par longue experience
De sa grace envers toy, bonté et patience,
Mais une seulement te veux rammentevoir
(Jagoit que souvenance en dois toimesme avoir)
C’est que si proche estant de ton riche heritage,
Et du sexe virile aians eu 'avantage,
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Contre ta Roine, ou toi il n’a rien attenté ;

Ains a benignement tousjours patienté,

Attendant le temps meur, auquel, sans prejudice
De ta Roine vivant, il puisse entrer en lice.

Et quoi qu’aucuns cerveaux bouillans et furieux
Taschoient de I'enaigrir, disans qu’injurieux
Envers luy quelques uns de tes ministres fussent,
Et que du tort receu porter la peine deussent :

Ils n’ont sceu toutesfois contre toy lirriter,

Ni faire que comme eux vint a se despiter.

Ains lors qu’eux s’efforgoient d’esmouvoir un orage
Alencontre de toi, il empescha leur rage ;

Et comme medecin sage, doux, et benin,
T’appresta I'antidote encontre leur venin.

Quoy donc, tresnoble Dame, en oubli peux tu metre
Les merites si grans de ton bon Prince et Maistre ?
Scaurois tu souhaiter autre que luy pour Roy ;
Mesmes qu’a lui de droit tu doibs homage et foy ?
Si a autre qu’a luy presentois ta couronne

On te pourroit blasmer, comme ingrate et felonne :

Et folle et malheureuse on te pourroit juger,
Pour vouloir sans mercy tes membres outrager.
Car si pour Roy voudrois autre que luy t’eslire,
De Dieu et des humains te pourchasserois l'ire,
Et sentirois I'effort de ce Prince irrité,

Se vengeant justement de ton iniquité,

Et lors, apres plusieurs massacres et carnages,
Desgusts, saccagemens, et infinis outrages,

De supporter le joug constrainte encor ferois :
De quoi avec raison plaindre ne te scaurois.

Et qui estre pouvois des autres la Maistresse,
Servante deviendrois en misere et distresse.

Et lors ces fins Renars, et ces terribles Loups,
Qui contre le lion t’animeroient des coups,

Et blecures de mort sauver ne te scauroient,
Ains de leurs propres peaux seulement soin auroient
Mais ia ne plaise a Dieu que leurs fiers appetits
Et desseins d’amasser thresor pour leurs petits
Te puissent onc induire a causer ta ruine,
Irritant contre toy la Justice Divine,

Et le juste desdain de ce Prince vaillant,
Constraint de maintenir son droit en bataillant.
Mais ton Dieu sentiras envers toi plus propice,
Si ne crois en CE CIL, qui poussé d’avarice,

Et desir d’aggrandir ses petits Renardeaux
Veut, comme fin Renard, rendre les autres veaux,
Taschant de les armer par parolles fardéez
Contre le grand lion, comme bestes bardéez.

Ne te laisse Angleterre a tel galant brider ;
Aingois a gens d’honeur t’offre, pour te guider :
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De gaieté de coeur a ton vrai Prince et Maistre :
Soubz lequel heur, honeur, et pouvor te croistront ;
Et plusieurs pais aussi chef te reconnoistront.
Et n’i aura puissance au monde, tant soit grande,
Qui, sans se repentir, encontre toi se bande,
Donc ce Prince embrassant te jette entre ses bras.
Ce faisant ton estat ancien recouvriras
Aincois I'augmenteras, et en biens plantureuse
Seras de tous prisée, et reputée heureuse.
D. Toi qui m’as mon estat et devoir remonstré,
N’as qu’avec mon avis et desir rencontré.
J'ouy desja chanter de plusieurs les louanges
De ce Prince, approchant de la vertu des Anges
En continence, rare en tous, mais plus en grans,
Qui vont souvent sans bride apres Venus courans ;
Sa Prudence bien meure, Hardiesse et Vaillance ;
Sa Justice, tenant en main juste balance ;
Sa douceur envers tous, sa largesse et bonté ;
Envers Dieu eternel sa rare Pieté ;
Ses donc d’un rare esprite, scavoir et eloquence,
Des quelz I'a enrichi le Ciel en affluence :
Avec tant d’autres los, que de les racconter
Seroit comme vouloir les estoilles conter.
Dont je ne m’esbahis, si son nom lui presage
De I'honeur de CESAR et d’ARTHUS le partage,
Et mon Roiaume aussi, par I'un d’eux conquis,
Et par 'autre de droit, comme heritage, acquis.
Parquoi non seulement a lui je me veux rendre ;
Mais le supplie aussi mon Sceptre vouloir prendre ;
Et regir mes Enfans avec grace et douceur,
Ainsi qu’il a fait ceux de I’Escosse, ma soeur,
Et ensemble avec nous bien fort lui reccomende
Noz cousins, les enfans de nostre soeur Irlande.
Le priant, qu’il nous mete en Paix et Union ;
Retrenchant d’entre nous toute dissension,
Et tout occasion de haine et de rancune ;
Affin que devenions trois soubz un chef une :
Et soubz ce mesme chef d'un accord si heureux
Puissions cueillir les fruits tres doux et savoureux :
Rendans grace a Dieu qu’envers nous pitoiable
Il nous aie eslargi thresor si desirable.
Et le prions vouloir punir avec rigueur
Ceux, qui s’effor¢eront de nous troubler cest heur.
En fin le supplions qu’a louable Police
Il renge noz enfans par Prudence et Justice.”

A book of 32 pp. of which 14 arve blank. Endorsed, probably by Sir
Robert Cecil’s clerk : “ 1595. Gualterus Quinnus his Pamphlett delivered
to the King of Scottes.”
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81. ApvicEs FROM EDINBURGH.

This gives in somewhat similar terms the information in the preceding
anonymous letter of Dec 4 and 5 down to the notice of the Convention to
be held on Dec. 24, but omits the paragraphs relating to Lord Herries,
etc. and the Earl of Mar, etc. It mentions also the apprehension at Leith
of the young man from France. Unsigned.

2 p. Endorsed: *° 6 Dec. 1595. Advises from Edinborowgh.”

82. [JouN CorvILLE] TO [ROBERT BOWEs].

These days past the marriage of my daughter shall excuse my silence.
Now our present estate is this. No talk but of the Spaniard and proclama-
tions made for * weapinschewing ~’ and fortification of certain towns for
resisting of their descent.

The 11th hereof at Edinburgh order is to be taken for settling this

. deadly feud on the West Border and establishing a new warden, which

Dec. 15,

charge I think shall fall on Carmichael. Their Majesties are here and to
remove this day or to-morrow and to winter in Edinburgh. Her Majesty

‘has insisted with the Earl Mar for stay of this day of law but as yet has not

prevailed and I fear this refusal shall breed more displeasure in her Majesty’s
heart against his lordship, notwithstanding the late reconciliation.

An Act is made for reconciling of all deadly feuds, under which is
meant to accord the Earl of Mar and his neighbours, albeit the *“ narratyve "
of the Act be provided upon the resisting of foreign enemies. 7 December
1595. Unsigned.

1 p. No address. Endorsed by Bowes: ‘‘Mr. John Colvill, vij°
Decembr’, Char’ xxiij° ejusdem, 1595.”

83. GEORGE NicorsoN 10 SIR ROBERT CECIL.

Yesterday I received your Honour’s letter written from the Court the
6th hereof with the copy of yours to Mr. Cary containing good directions
for the dealing in the matter discovered by Mr. Tusser. With which
letters Mr. Cary, writing also therein to me, sent Captain Boyer, a very
sufficient gentleman, who if the ship had not been gone should have done
that matter, as by my long letter to my master your Honour will perceive
and wherewith I beseech you to excuse me that therefore I am thus short
herein.

For the comfort which you give me that her Majesty well allows of my
master’s leaving of me here I do with all humility yield you my full poor
thanks, assuring you that I shall freely, if need be, offer my life to be found
thankful to your Honour.

I have acquainted Mr. Aston with your letter that at my master’s
return his good will and endeavour will be requited ; wherewith he is the
more comforted in that I showed him the same under your hand, on whom
he so much depends. Edinburgh, 15 Dec. 1595, in haste. Signed :
George Nicolson.

§ p. Holograph, also address. Endorsed by Sir Robert Cecil’s clerk.
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84. GEORGE NiIcoLsoN To ROBERT Bowss.

On Tuesday last the King came from Linlithgow and on Thursday the
Queen came from thence both hither, having been at Stirling seeing the
young Prince, who is noted to be but a weak child. There the King and
especially the Queen dealt very earnestly with my Lord of Mar for the
staying of the day of law between him and the Livingstones and Bruces
with purpose so to have had better time for taking up of that matter. But
Mar has utterly refused to yield thereunto, saying that the Queen should
command him for his life and living but this matter touching his honour
and credit he could not dispense with, praying therefore the Queen to
pardon him therein, and so utterly denied the request. Whereon she is
beginning again to think much with my Lord of Mar. The King got him
to promise to come in peaceable manner to this day of law and has also my
Lord Livingstone’s promise to do so. And proclamations are made to

- prohibit their coming in hostile manner and with more numbers than their

own ordinary trains. Likewise the sessions are discharged and break up
this day and sit not again until the 23rd hereof, of purpose that no con-
vocations should be made by any of these parts friends to this town and
at this time of the day of law [¢n margin : 20 hereof is this day [of] law
under colour of (sic)] to the breach of the peace. And further his Majesty
has written by Thomas Erskine to my Lord of Mar and to my Lord
Livingstone by Richard Preston very earnestly to convene to that
day in quiet and peaceable manner, directing these gentlemen also to
persuade them thereunto by the King’s reasons delivered to them. So as
his Majesty is very careful to prevent all inconveniences and troubles.
Nevertheless, how they shall come in I cannot tell : for both sides have
written and sent especial persons to all their friends that will do for them
to be here with them, and my Lord of Mar has written to Buccleugh
(Baucleughe) to be here with him but he and Cessford (Sesfurth) apparently
will lie off. My Lord of Mar, because the Prior of Bla[ntyre] had been
often dealing with him before for taking up of this matter and that he
thinks that the Prior set on the King, as others did the Queen, to move
him to stay this day of law, has written so sharp and earnest a letter to
the Prior of Blantyre charging him to be in his contrary in this matter,
as some conceive that it is like these late settled troubles shall arise again
between my Lord and the Prior. But they love so dearly as this writing
of my Lord’s is but in friendly anger and friends will watch that no dis-
pleasure come thereof. This at this length to the end you may see the
state hereof as now it stands and the greatest matter now here, leaving
the success till I see how it proves.

As to the proclamation certified and sent by my last and restraining
any letters or advertisements to be sent to any out of this nation, as you
may by the view thereof perceive, I told Mr. Aston thereof and that it was
thought to be made especially to hinder intelligences to England, noting
to him that I thought it strange, and others thought and would think so,
that there should be no exception of places and persons in amity and in-
telligence with the King. Whereon Mr. Aston spoke with the King and
the Prior, who said it was not meant towards England or my being here
and that I should have an act or instrument thereof, if I pleased, under
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his Majesty’s and Council’s hands, but that against it is my writing to
Mr. Richard Douglas and others. Yet some tell me it is to trap some that
writes [sic] by me and otherways to England [in margin : 67 (Mr. John
Colville) is especially shot at], and that the King is resolved to see this
proclamation executed and that it is meant to take my packet and I have
honest warning hereof. And I hope in God, suppose they make more
proclamations and great stir for my letters, your worship’s friends will
not suffer you [to] want intelligences, nor my letters fall in their hands ;
neither doubt you hereof. But I blame not the King but others who are
intending themselves to be busy in these matters.

On Wednesday and Thursday last the King and Council were busy
about making of ordinances for help of this extreme and greatest dearth
that ever was here and about apparel and other things. On Friday night
the birth of this Queen was solemnised, the 21st [year] of her age, and on
Thursday aforesaid, Friday and Saturday last the King had Council for
quieting of the Borders and appointing of a warden to do justice to my
Lord Scrope (Johnstone being committed and in ward in this castle also),
the lairds of Lochinvar (Lochquhenvar), Bumbe, Lag, Closeburn (Closte-
burne) and other being here, and their advices taken herein. It was
motioned in Council that Lochinvar with the assistance of his son should
be warden, and sundry motions were made in those causes but none
concluded, but is to be this week ; whereon I shall advertise all to my Lord
Scrope that his lordship may call for justice as shall appertain. I think
Sir John Carmichael shall be moved to take that charge in hand, and I have
long told him so, but then and still he thinks that it shall be dangerous to
him to enter to so broken a work. ‘“ Always ™ it is meant by his Majesty
that these men in ward, Herries, Drumlanrig and Johnstone, shall be now
compelled to be answerable to the warden that he may satisfy my Lord
Scrope, and surely the King intends that my Lord shall be satisfied and
the Borders quieted.

Colonel Stewart is come home and yesternight came to the King. This
day morning at 9 hours I met him, who took me to his lodging, signifying
that by sundry advertisements from his unkind and unfriendly countrymen
he was given out in our Court to have his errands for Spanish causes and by
the direction of the King also, and that it was certified that his errand to
the Emperor and Princes of Germany was but a colour to his and the King’s
Majesty’s Spanish courses, grieving that the King and he should be so
unjustly charged and alleging that Mr. Andrew Hunter and others had
forged letters in the Chancellor’s and his name and deciphering and sending
them into England to his and the King’s disgrace ; alleging that he had
the worst hope that ever man had to mean so well and by perverse dealings
to be so crossed and defeated and protesting most earnestly, I assure you,
that these and all other like advertisements against him written to our
Court are indeed false and untrue, as also that in heart he reverences and
honours and will serve her Majesty before all the princes under heaven,
saving his natural prince ; and in plain terms tells me that he can do her
Majesty at this time especial service, which I wished him to advertise.
But he said it stood him first upon to have her Majesty satisfied towards
him in these things and he requires you effectually to be means that his
accusers may be given by name to him that they may give him their
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informers and as he may quit himself. Where I told him that I had heard
that he had met in his travel with some matter of moment, wishing him
to advertise the same, he said he had done and testified some things out
of the Low Countries to James Hudson ; which if he had not done, knowing
that which this morning he heard, he would not have done before he had
been satisfied anent his accusers. But because he intends to write to
James Hudson herein, I leave all others to his letters. More, hearing still
these returns of advertisements, [he] is aminded, he tells me, to be more
sparing hereafter and he says it stands him so upon.

If the Provost be sent to England he doubts the evilness of the weather
and the season, being an old man, and is loth to be employed in any errand,
unless pleasant to her Majesty and honourable to his sovereign ; [in margin:
and so is Sir Robert Melvill who has been also dealt with for this journey.]
But what is resolved herein I know not yet. This I hear at *“ alaventures "
and not of certainty but by conjecture. Some think Mr. David Foulis
shall ““ stay to ”” you with such as shall be sent and employed into England
and remain there as leger for his Majesty. Others think, and I too, that
he shall not stay thereon but be shortly employed for England.

[In margin : The Queen’s Council, viz. the Prior of Pluscarden,
Elphinston, Mr. John Lindsey and Mr. Thomas Hamilton, are making
means to be employed to better the King’s living, but thereby they look
for chancellorship and other places. This will in time come to some height
and fall again.]

By my former you will see that the Master of Glamis, Comptroller and
some others have of late at the King’s last being here been by reason of
particulars sometimes drawn and sometimes kept out of Council in matters
private and of moment. Some hereon conceive that they are not of the
Council : but I see no change nevertheless of the Council. What will be,
I know not : but in dislike hereof the Master departed from hence on
Sunday was eight days.

On Saturday last I received your worship’s letter of the 6th hereof
with the copy of my Lord Treasurer, my Lord of Buckhurst and Sir John
Fortescue’s (Foskewe’s) letters subscribed by Mr. Wade to your worship
and concerning the drawing of the ship to Berwick or else into other new
parts of England to be searched for the things certified by Mr. Tusser.
Wherewith presently I acquainted Mr. Tusser, certifying him also that their
lordships had written to Mr. Governor to aid him therein, encouraging and
wishing him therefore to dispose of the matter as it might be handled
accordingly. Whereon then instantly Mr. Tusser departed from me with
intention and hope, no assurance as he said, to stay the ship by device till
he might go to Berwick and get aid of Mr. Cary for forcing the ship to
Berwick or other place near thereunto in England, and wherein I told him
I would write to Mr. Cary with him that he was the man discovering this
matter and to be by Mr. Cary advised with therein. Yesterday morning

" he sent for me to come down to Leith and in my way to him and in Leith

I met with James Vernon, who told me the ship was that morning sailed.
I saw the ship then under sail, unless my marks failed me. At my then
coming to Mr. Tusser I told him the ship was sailed (who then said that it
was so) marvelling that he had not according to his assured hope by device
stayed her, as also that he was not gone with the ship to have used his
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device and mine to have caused her land in England. But he answered
he could not do it without me nor get over the water to Burntisland where
the ship then lay to do it, as also that the ship was consorted with 3 others
of those parts, well manned and furnished with great ordnance and not
surpriseable without great force and good ship, as also that he cared not
for the ship’s passage and escape, seeing that by her fashions he could
always give notice to the Lords of the Council of such like and better
purchases in the Thames; adding also that by other means and his fol-
lowing of them that he would do greater matters for our State’s cause, and
also look and advertise further their dealings. Tusser says still that he is
employed in great matters of moment and that for avoiding of troubles
to him and the service he carries no script that may discover him, but that
all is left to his own discretion ; that he has of her Majesty’s gift worth 600/.
sterling per annum, which for 2 years he has encumbered as in the mean-
time he intends to travel and perform service to the Queen and his country.
He says the ship came out of the Thames the 17th of the last, that at mid-
night packets were brought on board to the ship, that a Spaniard (who he
noted to be but a boy upon some occasions of speech with him) was quietly
kept in the ship, that one also was in the ship that used to carry horses out
of England for Spain, and that the tempest rising dangerous to them and
forcing them this way they were driven in hither, which only matter is
true apparently, and that the extremity of the tempest being great they
were driven to cast overboard above 1000/. worth of English cloths, and
in such stirs with shifting of things in the ship he espied that they had good
store of Spanish money [## margin : this money he says was packed up
in barrels of corn covered over the top with pepper], seeming as if one
John Hanford, a merchant of London, had reposed trust in Wade to see
to these things [in margin : this Mr. Hanford is they say a young merchant
that dwells near the Duke’s house]. Which Wade, Tusser said at the first,
had no knowledge of these his *‘ conceipts ”’ nor doings in the ship, and yet
in the end Tusser “ semed ”’ that some trust was reposed in Wade, with
many other vain circumstances in my opinion. On my return from Leith
from them yestermorn I met Robert Shawe’s man who told me that a
Captain of Berwick was come to speak with me, which I found to be
Captain Boyer, a very sufficient gentleman indeed, and who [sic] Mr.
Governor had sent to confer with Tusser and me and to execute that which
should be meet in this behalf, and furnished with a commission to take any
ship for that service, bringing me Sir Robert Cecil’s letter with a copy of
his Honour’s to Mr. Governor, all well written for our carriage and handling
of this matter; as also Mr. Governor’s letter to like effect. Whereon
Mr. Boyer and I went down with them to Leith and being persuaded by
them that the ship was not gone (a change of their former opinions and
speeches) the Captain sent over to Burntisland with them Thomas Lodes-
man to see and advertise the going of the ship and by virtue of the com-
mission prepared Andrew Stewart’s ship to have passed out of Leith to
have awaited their passage if they had been ‘“ ungone "’ and with the sailors
of that ship the captain meant (suppose he saw no more surety therein
than myself did) with the company of Jerry Story, Thomas Lodesman, John
Archibald and others here and such provisions as we would have made
to have gone to the sea and taken the ship ““ anent ”’ and put her into
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Berwick, but Thomas Lodesman and they, viz. Tusser and Wade who says
he is born at Dover, returned this day to us showing that the ship was
yesterday departed as they and I heard. So as now they are here and the
ship gone and the captain to return with this lost labour to Berwick.
Since my last to you I have had all the Englishmen here almost in their
companies all to discover them. One remembers that this Tusser was in
the Gatehouse at Westminster in Lent last and for 5.., but at whose suit
he knows not but says his name is not Tusser ; whereby I conceive he is
some person of less credit and more craft than some may esteem him.
Upon these suspicions, which I leave to your noting, we thus let the matter
rest having no warrant to trouble our English 2 men aforesaid. [Inmargin :
Wade plays very well on the lute and professes to be a musician, but now
seems as if he were a merchant and I pray God he be not some merchant’s
man that has left his master.]

All others in this before to Captain Boyer and his sufficient advertise-
ment to be made herewith. Yet I send another letter from Tusser to my
Lord Treasurer. I pray pardon for my long abstinence in writing, being
driven thereunto to see what would be the end hereof. Edinburgh,
15 Dec. 1595. Signed : Geo: Nicolson.

51 pp. Holograph, also addrvess. Endorsed by Bowes: ‘‘ Edenbr’
xv° Decembr’, Char’ xxiij° ejusdem, 1595.”

85. ROGER ASTON TO ROBERT BOWES.

I have no matter to write of for the present, only to entertain myself
in your good remembrance and to excuse myself that I have not written
this 13 days past, which proceeded rather by my absence than want
of good will. We are now all come to this town to remain this
winter.

All our great faction is dissolved and there is no other appearance but
we shall be quiet for a time. That which is most likeliest to breed trouble
is this day of law between the Earl of Mar, Dunipace (Dunypese) and
Airth. It is appointed the 20th instant. The Queen has been very earnest
with the Earl of Mar for continuation of the day but he has altogether
refused, alleging it touches him so far in honour as he cannot satisfy her
request, which she takes in very evil part, so that the agreement serves
to small purpose. Mar thinks himself so far interested in honour as he
will put all in peril rather than he “ sett ” with the shame he has gotten.
Great parties are preparing to come to this town. The King has discharged
all convocation except so many as are limited in either party. The session
is discharged to sit for 10 days to the end that none shall have excuses
to come to this town.

The King is daily occupied in his particular affairs, which consist
chiefly in three points : first, the settling of the Borders, next the enormities
of the country, chiefly murder and horning, and last the ordering of his
patrimony and living. The Border affairs are presently in hand. The
Lord Herries, the lairds of Johnstone and Drumlanrig (Dromlendrike) are
in the castle of Edinburgh. All the rest of the barons of that country are
here as Lochinvar, Garlies, Bomby, Closeburn, Lag and all the rest. The
King is very earnest to have Lochinvar warden but he utterly refuses. It
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is not yet known who shall occupy that place. For such as are at the
horn it is ordered that upon the complaint of such as are interested they
shall have present redress. The Lord Borthwick (Bortike) is committed
for the same “ fackett ”” and the Master of Glamis is passed home for fear
of committing, for there have been sundry complaints given in against
him. '

Concerning the King’s patrimony which has been given out to his
Majesty’s great hurt, the Queen’s Council has offered to make the King a
sufficient rent to entertain his estate. The King’s officers thinks [sic] they
are interested in honour in that they should take upon them to deal in that
which pertains to them. These matters are now in hand and what success
they take you shall know.

The Provost of this town has now undertaken his journey to her
Majesty. I have been inquisitive to understand the effect of his com-
mission which, as far as I can learn, is to communicate to her Highness the
King’s knowledge of the Spanish practice and preparations against both
their estates with his own resolution in that behalf, craving her Majesty’s
counsel and opinion, what way these imminent dangers may be prevented
and that no sinister information may persuade her Highness to think other
ways of him than by his actions he shall deserve.

To the end that no intelligence shall pass there is a proclamation
set out discharging all men to write except such intelligence as passes be-
tween her Majesty and the King and their ministers, which the King allows
and will maintain.

Colonel Stewart arrived here this day. I perceive all his desires are
granted but neither money nor surety. The Emperor and the princes
of Germany have very well accepted his offers and have promised that if
they employ any in these parts it shall be himself, so that I cannot see that
any man will be “lefted "’ [levied] here in haste. [In margin: He has got
affair there from the Emperor.] He thinks he has been very evil dealt with
by his enemies here, who have given out that his intention was to ““ left ”
[levy] men for the service of the King of Spain and that it should be
informed (?) to her Majesty to his great grief. His actions and proceedings
he has made known by his own letters. I find the man willing to serve
her Majesty. :

For the proceedings of Tusser I leave to George Nicolson. For my
own part I thought him a cozener from the beginning and thinks [sic] so
still. I have no further for the present but wish your honourable dispatch
to these parts. Your coming 1s looked and wished for. Edinburgh, 16
December. Signed : Roger Aston.

Postscript—Here is a book come from the conservator printed in
Amsterdam (Osterdame) set out by one Dolman. It is in English. It
discourses of the ‘“ tyteleres ’ wherein he ‘“deloudes” all except the
“ Enfantese ~’ of Spain and the heirs of Darby, which he would prove to
have best right.*

3 pp. Holograph. Addressed: “ To my L. embastour.” Endorsed
by Bowese : ‘ Edenbr’ xvj° December, Char’ xxiij° ejusdem, 1595.”

. * The reference in the description of this letter in Thorpe’s Calendar to the expected
offers of Huntly and Errol has crept in erroneously from the description of Nicolson's
letter of 21 Dec. below.
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86. Francis Tusser To LorD BUCKHURST.

Since my letters unto my Lord Treasurer the wind turned so as the
ship I gave advertisement of being gone to sea there came warrants of
assistance but one tide too late, wherein I have fully advertised my Lord.
And now, sooth, since their going to sea, having had two days and one
night a stormy wind so as they could carry no great sail, the wind being
now turned, I doubt but of force they must back again or put into England.
I have sufficiently described the parties unto my good Lord and likewise
how it shall appear they are enemies to the state. Having been somewhat
tedious unto his lordship in writing, I advertise your lordship whereby
there may yet be great hope in staying this ship. Edinburgh, 16 December.
Signed : Fra: Tusser.

Postscript.—I have written a description of the ship and parties to
Mr. Deputy Governor of Berwick, If they come to Newcastle or thereabout
myself will at my own charge ride the north coasts of Scotland, so we
doubt not to miss them. If they be fallen to Lynn or Harwich my directions
to my Lord will discover them.

1 p. Holograph. Addressed.

87. LAucHLAN MACLEAN OF DUART TO ROBERT BOWES.

Upon good pretence of honest meeting I refused to aid the Earl of
Tyrone and thereby great offers made to me in his name by divers persons,
stayed all my own men and moved my cousin of Argyll to do the like from
his assistance. As also [I] assure your Honour and all them that lives
that by my doing only and by none of Ireland nor England, Angus
MacConnell and Donald Gorm and all that come nigh were constrained to
return from Ireland, fearing my pursuit here of their lands in Scotland, see-
ing I moved with the number of nine hundred that would to follow them.
Which would not [be] done without great charges as it may be known, thus
sustaining of three of their chosen principals and their ““ keeparis.” And
although your lordship in your letter and John Cunningham by his
report declared that her Majesty ordained a token of one thousand
crowns to be sent to me, I think the same is long of coming, whereof I
marvel seeing my part has been honestly done and whereupon I vowed
“ mekill ” more nor that token. The present is to request your Honour
with diligence to let me know if that promise be kept or not. My com-
mendations to Sir Robert. From Doward the 20 of December 1595.
Signed : Lauchlane Mclane off Doward.

1 p. Inthe handwriting of Auchinross. Wafer seal. Addressed : *‘ To

my verry good Lord my Lord Bowes lait Ambassitor.” Endorsed by Bowes :
“ Doward xx° Decembris, Char’ xxvj® Januarii, 1595.”

88. KiNG JAMESs TO QUEEN ELIZABETH.

“ The greit and almaist universall failzie of the incres of peyis and
beanis within oure realme thro tua zeiris bigane, occasionit be the contin-
ewance of maist tempestuous and unseasonable wether fallin out with ws
baith in the sawing and reaping tymes gritlie to the interest of the haill
puir-anis of oure land, conforted cheiflie be that sort of grayne, hes movit
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ws to request zour favour to the releif and help of this necessitie, be
spairing sum pairt of the greit store of the said grayne within zour Realme,
and granting zour fre Licence to sic trustie servand as we ar to employ that
erand, To by carie and transport fyve thousand quarteris thairof, quhair
maist commodiouslie they may be had to the said use. Quhairin ze sall
baith greitlie benefite the puir ains of oure Realme, And sall alwayis finde
ws the lyke affected to help zour subjectis distressit with anie sic necessitie,
and careing the like request from zow.”” Holyroodhouse, 20 December,
1595. Signed in James's handwriting : ‘“ Youre most loving and affec-
tionatt brother and cousin, James R.” ‘

1p. Addressed. Faint marks of signet.

89, GEORGE NicoLsoN TO ROBERT BOWES.

On Tuesday last the Earl of Argyll came hither for partying of the
Earl of Mar in his action for David Forster’s slaughter and the Earls
Marischal (Marshall), Cassillis and sundry others were in their way
hitherwards for assisting him, but were stayed by reason of the King’s
proclamation and charge forbidding any to assist in forcible manner
either party. On Wednesday my Lord of Mar came and my Lord
Livingstone but in several companies and in peaceable manner as the
King had commanded, and yet both on [sic] them had their friends
quiet in this town. The King still laboured from their coming for
continuation of the day of law and the Queen most earnestly insisted
therein, showing herself a party with Dunipace, and when she saw no
appearance of my Lord of Mar’s yielding to continue the day she
had a writing written with her own hand, as I hear, which she would
have had the King subscribed containing a commandment to my Lord of
Mar to put over this day, a charge for assurance to be taken with my Lord
of Mar and the Livingstones and Bruces, and a referring of the matter to
her order, [in margin : The Queen said she would convene her friends for
Dunipace and had done so indeed as some say and in such sort as he and
young Airth would now have been quit.] and herein she was so earnest
with his Majesty, as thereon on Saturday last when the town was in arms
and all friends on both sides commanded by proclamation upon pain of
death to keep their lodging and only 12 to come into the Tolbooth with the
pursuer and 13 with the defenders, and the town at the Tolbooth door to
suffer no more to come in, the King sent for my Lord of Mar and so earnestly
dealt with him as the day of law is continued tonew warning upon 15 days
on the 3rd day of the Justice Ayre to be holden within the county at the
pursuer’s election, and in the meantime his Majesty has purpose to agree
this matter. If it had holden great inconveniences to both parties had
followed, whatever it do yet, for both parties were exceeding strong. The
King took such order as both parties came not to him on the street at once,
and yesternight the Provost entreated Dunipace and young Airth not to
come to the church for the avoiding of troubles, and my Lord of Mar hopes
his Majesty will not have them come near him till they be found innocent.
The parties compeared and have taken witness for the discharge of the
cautioners and stand bound again to answer as above is said. This to
satisfy your worship knowing that you will be desirous to know what is
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proceeded at this time in this matter. Montrose was here by the King’s
appointment and gave countenance to Livingstone. Sundry gentlemen,
‘“na” [yea] noblemen as Crawford, and others that are at the horn were
quiet in this town for assisting these parties but durst not be seen by reason
of the King’s order taken anent all men at horn. This matter has been
so troublesome to the King as no end is yet put to the Borders. Lochinvar,
Garlies, Bumbe and those gentlemen come hither by the King’s command-
ment to give their advice for the quieting of West Marches have advised
and all for Lochinvar’s excuse that he may not be forced to take the warden-
ship in hand, which he has refused with displeasure almost of the King
that these men in ward may be offered the place of wardenship upon good
pledges and caution, first that my Lord Herries may have it, then Drum-
lanrig if he refuse, then Sir John Carmichael if they refuse, as they 3 have
all done in some sort, then lastly Johnstone who will not refuse but give
caution and pledges for doing his duty therein. So as till they be resolved
and at an end herein, I know not how to satisfy my Lord Scrope. But I
shall daily solicit his Majesty for resolution herein.

As to the Provost’s going up I cannot tell whether he shall now go or
not ; but some, and surely Mr. David Foulis, is shortly to go up. Some
say (but I cannot say) to advertise the intelligence his Majesty has of the
Spaniards’ purpose to invade this Isle and to assure his Majesty’s good
will to her Majesty against them, and something also concerning the Lady
Lenox’s lands, the truth whereof will appear and I leave to the coming of
such ambassador, if there be any ambassador to come, as their daily change
of purposes argues uncertainty therein.

Some are now again in conceit that Huntly and Errol’s friends are to
come hither openly to deal for and make offers to content the King and
Kirk that they may come home again. Edinburgh, 21 Dec. 1595. Signed :
Geo. Nicolsen.

2 pp. Holograph, also eddress. Endorsed by Bowes: ‘‘ Edenbr’ xxj°
Decembr’, Char’ xxx° ejusdem, 1595.”

90. ROGER ASsTON TO ROBERT BOWES.

Since my last of the 16th I have had no occasion to write, neither yet
have, only to accompany your servant’s letters with the discharge of my
own duty. That which was most expected was the affair of this day of
law which proceeded to the very point but being considered what incon-
venience the extremity of that might breed, seeing the party ready to
enter and the probation uncertain whether to “ fyle or cleng ™ (?) besides
the important suit of the Queen to the Earl for the continuation thereof.
But the ground of all proceeded from the King who foresaw the incon-
venience that might grow by severe dealing in this matter, thought rather
to eschew the extremity by a cannier (?) dealing with the Earl which was
to persuade him to pass over the matter for this time, not that he should
be bound either to discharge the same in times coming or to give any
assurance to the party but upon 15 days’ warning to give new charges.
By this [sic] doings he has both satisfied the King and Queen and remains
with the party in the same estate he was before. '

This being put to a point as aforesaid the King enters to his other
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1595.  affairs as, first, the settling of the Borders which is now in hand. The
chiefest difficulty is to get a warden. Lochinvar will no ways accept it, so
that of necessity it must fall in one of the four hands, the Lord Herries,
the lairds of Drumlanrig, Johnstone or Carmichael. Herries and Drum-
lanrig have refused. Johnstone is content to accept the charge and to give
in pledges for good order keeping both to England and Scotland. Car-
michael is thought the meetest and most indifferent but he seeks so large
allowance with so great advancement as I fear it will not be heard for any-
thing that I can see. It will fall in Johnstone’s hand and the others to
give in good pledges or else to remain where they are.

The King is very earnest and careful both in this and all other his
affairs chiefly with such as are at the horn. It is here expected by all men
that he shall take another kind of dealing than he has done before. He
begins very well. If he continues as it is hoped he shall, you will see this
estate in better order than before. He says he finds many things other-
wise than he looked for and thinks some that he has given credit unto have
not done their duty ; although he speaks not plain language it is the late
Chancellor he means. As matters proceed you shall be advertised. Holy-
roodhouse, 22 December. Signed : Roger Aston.

It is “letten” the King to understand that Mr. Archibald is suiting
part of the lands for the King that sometime ‘ perted ’ [pertained] to
my Lady Lennox and is very well heard. It is more than he has
commission for, yet if he has that credit he will be heard here and yet
it is looked he shall do nothing only to keep himself doing. He is like the
greedy face that bites at a small lot, as may be seen by the King’s letter
that was sent him.

2% pp. Holograph, also address : *‘ To my L. Ambastour.” Endorsed
by Bowes : ‘“ Hollyrod 22 Dec., Char’ xxx° ejusdem, 1595.”

Dec. 22. 91. [JouN CoLvILLE] TO [ROBERT BOWES].

Cotwiies” This day of law is turned to this issue. As the Earl of Mar was ready

Leters, 2186 46 have gone to accusation his Majesty sent for him and so by persuasion
the day shall continue to the third day of the eyre, which is in effect a full
deserting thereof ; the criminals entered and took instruments of their
appearance. Of this procedure every one speaks as they are affected but
the most part thinks the Earl has got in a great disgrace. It is thought
his Majesty shall accord the parties, at least make assurance among them,
but I am full of fear that it shall turn from ill to worse.

The Lord Herries, the lairds Drumlanrig and Johnstone are yet in the
castle till caution be found for keeping of good order and many think the
office of wardenry shall fall on Johnstone or Carmichael.

Some talk was of the Provost of this town’s sending thither but now
not so much appearance. His errand you will hear from S. (Mr. Bowes*)’s
servant.

I writ nothing to Quondam (Archibald Primrose*) because I fear he
be on his journey. 22 December 1595. Y.

1p. In John Colville’s handwriting. No address. Endorsed by Bowes :
“ Mr. John Colvill, 22° Decembr’, Char’ xxx° ejusdem, 1595.”

* Deciphered in another hand.
VOL. XII. D
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92. RoBERT BowEes To SiR ROBERT CECIL.

It may please your Honour to receive these letters enclosed and which
I both received yesternight and also showed all the same (except the letter
addressed to yourself) to my Lord your father. These I had purposed to
have delivered you by my own hand, but my old acquaintance and
disease in my side has so suddenly and extraordinarily come upon me, as
I am enforced to pray pardon for this time. At London, 24 Dec. 1595.
Signed : Robert Bowes.

1 p. Addressed and endorsed.

93. JouN COLVILLE TO SIR ROBERT CECIL.

My honourable good Lord and Mecenas. I can hear no overture
tending to the service of that estate (namely proceeding from persons of
“ experimented ”’ honesty as the gentleman bearer hereof is) but of duty
I must present them to you, leaving the considerations of quality and
circumstance thereof to your prudent discretion.

Indeed, all here that neither love religion nor the amity expect great
matters this next year from your enemies. For intelligence whereof, if this
gentleman’s labour may avail, he is as of before as willing as if he were
your born patriot; and for his sincerity the best affected here would
answer in case his former actions in time [sic] more dangerous had not
given sufficient proof. So with “ unfenzeit ”’ heart wishing the felicity of
that gracious Princess and estate by whom our gracious Sovereign and
religion had been preserved and planted among us I humbly take my leave.
28 December, 1595. Signed : Jo. Colville.

1 p. Holograph, also address. Endorsed by Sir Robert Cecil’s clerk.

94. ROGER AsTON TO ROBERT BOWES.

By reason your servant was to dispatch some letters to you and
fearing you should think me unmindful of that duty which I have always
been careful to discharge, [I] though[t] rather to communicate such matters
as occurs [sz¢] though of small consequence than altogether to be silent.
For the present estate of our affairs here they differ little from my last
advertisements.

The King continues his former resolution both concerning his particular
affairs as also foreign affairs. It is here confirmed by sundry means that
the Spanish preparation is great and altogether intends to this Isle.

You will find the King frank, willing and ready to concur with her
Majesty in all things that may intend to the preservation of her estate,
crown and realm, which I doubt not but by his actions he will confirm.
He is determined to send one of trust to her Majesty for the better con-
firmation of his resolution. The gentleman you know is religious and well
affected to the amity and a sound man to the King. He has been very
loth to undertake the journey, yet finding the King upon so good a resolu-
tion as thereby he hopes to give her Majesty such contentment as shall
be acceptable to her and profitable to his master, upon which he is pre-
paring himself, but not to be dispatched before your coming, which the
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King is “ letten ”’ to understand will be very shortly ; a thing which the
best sort have long desired, either in your own person or some one of credit
that may resolve them of her Majesty’s resolution in this perilous time.
Notwithstanding of the eminent dangers which is [sic] given out here to
be great, yet many thinks it cannot be true in respect that none comes
hither from her Majesty. For my own part I am not to give counsel, yet
I persuade myself, if the estate of the world be as we esteem it is, it were
necessary that some were here to concur in the common cause against the
enemies of God and this Isle.

This far I thought good to set down not as an advertisement but a
friendly discourse between you and me. Otherways it might be thought
I writ rather by commandment than by affection to her Majesty’s service.
But God is my judge my intention is to deal faithfully not only to her
Highness, to whom of all others I am most bound, but also to yourself as
a loving friend.

Carmichael is appointed warden. He is to receive certain conditions
for his entertainment.

The Controller and Collector have given over their offices ; knowing
they were to be taken from them prevented time.* The King thinks he
has not been well dealt with in times past concerning the offices of the
crown. He is now resolved to take another course than before. All
things that was [sic] done by his mother or himself to the hurt of his
patrimony is called back and the managing of his affairs is committed to
the Prior of Blantyre as chief agent with the Queen’s Council to correct
the abuses that have been in times past. The King thinks he has been so
evil served with his own officers that he will prove others. This discontents
many, chiefly such officers as are displaced and such as may be hurt by
this severe dealing, but they are but a few in respect of them that rejoice
to see the King take such a course as he may live of his own and be served
as a King, which will be if that be followed forth that is begun. Holyrood-
house, 29 December. Signed : Roger Aston.

Postscript—Mr. Richard Douglas this day spake with the King. The
effect of all his discourse ““ attended "’ to please the King and to excuse his
own behaviour concerning the letter he got from the King. He has assured
the King that the Lady Arbella is become sick and not like to live.

3 pp. Holograph, also address : *“ To my L. Ambastour.” Endorsed
by Bowes : ‘“ Edenbr’, 29 Decemb., Char’ vte Januarii, 1595.”

95. [Joun CoLVILLE] TO [ROBERT BOWES].

Our estate presently is thus occupied. During the life of the late
Chancellor his Majesty thought all well governed. Now he begins to think
other ways, minding by using of his laws upon horners and such as stand
in no fear of laws to make great profit to himself and contentment to his
people ; which order if it be prosecuted shall “ effectuat ”’ both.

- The deadly feuds which so abound as no man can safely go a mile
from his house his Majesty minds to accord generally with all, excepting
only papists and actual murderers and the three deadly feuds which be

* Meaning apparently that they had forestalled in time their forcible deposition from
office.



100
James VI.
1595.

Dec. 29,

CALENDAR OF SCOTTISH PAPERS.

principal, viz. betwixt Maxwell and Johnstone, Montgomery* and Cunning-
ham, the Earl Mar and Livingstone about the 16th of the next are to be
pacified and whichsoever of the parties shall refuse to shall be the worse
liked of his grace. But still I fear this matter of my Lord Mar work more
and more mischief, for though the day of law be continued yet the hatred
diminishes nothing on either side, which (being so near neighbours) is
fearful.

Sir Robert Melvill, Sir George Hume and the Prior of Blantyre is [sic]
the chief rulers and of the Prior I believe good service shall be wrought as by
Mr. Bowes’s servant you shall more hear. And indeed it is some comfort
that (such as he is) religious and lovers of the amity are in credit. Con-
cerning the Prior I beseech you think well of that your servant shall write,
for it shall, God willing, work good effects with no cost to Avdin (her
Majesty).

The Queen will rule all and I fear Mar go down.

There is a proclamation made against intelligence to foreign nations
under pain of death, whereat we marvel that no exception is made of
confederates. Therefore we must be the more circumspect. :

Archibald Primrose is returned as you know which to Mr. Colville
shall ever be all one, for he shall study to deserve and not desire. This
29 of December 1595.

Postscript.—The talk again of the sending the Provost of Edinburgh
thither is renewed, wherein as we can hear more shall be sent.

If it should please Mr. Bowes in a line or two to his servant purposely
to be showed to the Prior to make his loving commendations to him and
to rejoice that so honest and religious a person is growing upon credit, it
should bring on the service the more quickly and avail Mr. Bowes’s servant
much. Unsigned.

2% pp. In John Colville’s handwriting, also address : *“S.” Endorsed
by Bowes : ““ Mr. John Colvill, xxix° Decembr’, Char’ vte Januarii, 1595.”
Names in cipher deciphered.

96. GEORGE NICOLSON TO ROBERT BOWES.

I forgot by my last to have certified your worship of the receipt of the
book which I disposed as you directed. Yet before the coming of the same
the Conservator had sent one to the King. Some say, but I believe it not,
that it came from Errol with a letter also. The King is much offended
thereat accounting some practising Papist to have made it. Walter Quin,
as I hear, judges that Henry Constable (Sir Robert’s son) has made it for
he says that Constable is a very great writer and that the book has his
method and reasons. The King has given it to Mr. John Sharpe to answer.
Within few days Mr. Robert Bruce will take better occasion to know more,
whereon with speed you shall be advertised.

Francis Tusser and Wade are shipped and gone. I could not see but
Tusser is very earnest by some service to deserve some reward and better
his estate which here was very mean and bare. The Hamburg ship de-

* The editor of Colville’s Letters reads Maguire, but the correct reading appears to be
* Mongomerie.” See Nicolson’s letter of the same date and cf. Register of the Privy Council,

v, 271.
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parted and sailed clean away, as I advertised you, and was not put back
with the easterly wind which continued but 12 hours and after came fair
westerly again.

Upon your letter of the 18th hereof I took occasion to speak with
Thomas Foulis, Mr. Robert Bruce, Clerk Register, [and] the Provost and
entering into speech with them about the going of the Provost, which was
on foot again and which the King was earnest in, and for which some order
was given to Thomas Foulis to prepare money for the Provost’s furnishing,
I showed them that you were very shortly to be here, that till Candlemas
our Christmas would hold in Court in such sort as all matters of moment
would till that time be deferred, and as the Provost, if he should go before
that time, should but till then lie at charges ; wishing afar off that your
worship might be here before the Provost depart. And I find the Provost
and the rest of opinion that it were best it should be so; yet for more
certainty I showed your letter to Mr. Aston who faithfully has dealt
therein also to that effect and thinks to do good. But as I understand this
embassage comes from the King only, who unless he be sure you come
shortly will not stay the Provost any longer than some 14 days which
time I account will but serve to furnish well the Provost, with whom
Mr. David Foulis is to go, as by my former I wrote and do still
hear.

On Wednesday last the Lord Livingstone with Montrose and his
other friends rode away and on Saturday last my Lord of Mar with the
Earl of Argyll and his other friends rode home to Stirling with greater
malice in these parties’ hearts than was before, albeit the day of law be so
put off. My Lord of Mar’s yielding to and putting over the day of law at
the Queen’s suit some think pleases her : [#n margin : the Queen is thought
to be with child.] others think not but that she thinks worse of Mar
because he gives no assurance to Dunipace and so far as I can perceive that
is and will be found true.

I spoke with Argyll of purpose to keep friendship, assuring him that
if he ““ needed to her Majesty ” he would find them thankful for his good
will as also that Mr. Bowes to his power would in anything he should charge
him with be his. Hereupon he gave many thanks, I assure you, with good
words. But I durst not enter with him in matters of Ireland, seeing
apparently those matters are left off towards these persons here.
Yet I shall send the letters and write to MacLean so far as I am
directed.

I hear no more of the Spaniards. The King for certain deeply protests
to withstand them with all his power, whoever take their part, and Mr.
Robert Bruce in pulpit declares the same, as also that by secret advertise-
ment he heard that the King had rejected utterly the suits of Huntly and
Errol’s friends for their licensing to come home, and so gives good assurance
of his Majesty’s good meaning. And surely so far as I can learn his Majesty
is well devoted to the good cause and to take such fortune with her Majesty
against the common enemy as God shall give.

This day I spoke to his Majesty about justice to be done with my
Lord Scrope. He said to me he was doing therein what he could and was
dealing to cause Sir John Carmichael to take the wardenship upon him,
who his Majesty accounts will best please my Lord Scrope and who indeed
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will be very willing to advance justice. But Sir John alleges that without
some men of war and the debt which the King owes him he cannot be able
in this broken time to do that service that is meet, and I think it be true
indeed. Yet the King is very careful to have all those parts quieted and
my Lord Scrope pleased. I told his Majesty how much the country was
troubled and charged with keeping of continual watch, as also that the
soldiers of Berwick was [sic] forced to be sent thither to withstand the
misrule, and his Majesty will hasten good remedy herein.

The King since the Chancellor’s death has looked more nearly unto
his estate and the country than he was wont. For he rested wholly therein
upon the Chancellor who is very like to be far spoken on unless the Lady
his wife procure new friendship in Court, and that within one half year ye
will see it. And now his Majesty begins to be seen King and to reign and
with the good Prior of Blantyre’s advice to put in practice the good laws,
viz. against pistols wearing, against horners ; so as whosoever is [sic] at
horn are to be taken by good towns when they come in them, or else the
town stands charged for them, and if they refuse and be fugitives from the
burghs, then the sheriffs are to take them or be charged for them ; as also
whoever “ receitts”’ any at horn are charged to be answerable for them
and the cause for which they are at horn. So as here is daily sending in to
relieve the noblemen and others from horn and contenting and paying
of debts that other ways would still have been drifted, for the King spares
no man. And the King for taking up of feuds has good courses in hand.
The 15th and the 17th of the next the Cunninghams and Montgomeries
are to be here in peaceable manner, and at other diets the Maxwells and
Johnstones. Mar and Livingstone and other parties at feud also to be
here or agreed in the country. They must be forced to put their causes to
“ comprement  or committed to ward. 2 of the nobility, 2 of the Council
and 2 of the ministers are to ““ compremett ~’ these matters. And com-
mitters of slaughters are not to be “receipt ~’ by any but upon pain that
the ““ receitters *’ shall be answerable for them and their fact ; with many
good ordinances which the King will see performed.

Colonel Stewart put in his bill to the King and Council on Saturday
last against Mr. Andrew Hunter ; but Mr. Andrew being to depart shortly
and making honest answer was with some sharp words of the King passed
over.

67 (Mr. Colville) having had yesternight conference with 59 (the Prior
of Blantyre) with whom he is great has not only found him of good mind
to A. (her Majesty) but very frank in the good cause here and has persuaded
him to enter into intelligence with Mor (Nicolson) who 59 (the Prior) says
shall be welcome always to him. [In margin : 67 (Mr. Colville)’s 10 * is 59
(the Prior of Blantyre).] And 67 (Mr. Colville) thinks very meet that by
letter you congratulate his arising credit with B. (the King) as a most
honest person for so he is to good causes. And he will surely be great :
for 57 (the Master of Glamis) is absent and 64 (the Collector) and 60 (the
Provost of Edinburgh) and others are weary at this time of their places
and like to be displaced. 67 (Mr. Colville) is at hard point that Quondam
(Archibald Primrose) has not sped; yet I find always one mind and
unalterable resolution in him still to be'a servant to A. (her Majesty) and

* Not deciphered.
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if occasion serve he will be found so indeed. Edinburgh, 29 December
1595. Signed : Geo. Nicolson.

3 pp. Holograph, also address. Emndorsed by Bowes: ‘ Edenbr’
29 Decembr’, Char’ vto Januarii, 1595.” Names in cipher deciphered.

97. OCCURRENCES.

Angus MacConnell having commission of the Earl of Tyrone has
dealt very earnestly with MacLean for obtaining of his favour to the Earl,
who alleges that he never offended MacLean save only for preservation
of his own life he ‘‘ schoitnit Hew Oneillis Dayis ~’ who sought all means
to have his life. And seeing the Queen’s Majesty is to prefer a gentleman
of England to the ““ bruiking " of all those lands possessed by those who
had the name of O’Neill and O’Donnell, it is MacLean’s duty to remember
that of old he is of the realm of Ireland, wherefore [he] ought not to see
them perish so far as he may defend them. And where offence has been
committed satisfaction shall be made to MacLean’s contentment. Pre-
sently there shall be lands given to Hugh O’Neill’s son and Art. O’'Neill’s
son who are both young * chyildes ’” with MacLean. Their special friends
shall be placed in those lands without any kind of duty paying except
service, and whatsoever other thing MacLean will burden the Earl with,
the same shall be obeyed. For keeping whereof as MacLean shall choose
and name pledges they shall be rendered to him in his place of Doward.
This was spoken by Angus in ‘“ qwyit *’ at his coming to Inveraray where
he fell “ of ”” his knees to the Earl of Argyll and asked his lord mercy.
MacLean has answered that at his passing home he shall advise with his
friends and thereafter send the answer to Angus MacConnell betwixt [this]
and the first of November next.

Donald Gorm MacConell is written to come in to the Earl of Argyll
and if he refuse MacLean is to go to his bounds for his convoy here to
Argyll on his own expense. But I think Donald Gorm will not have
MacLean to make travail in this office ; rather will come in and make the
travail, seeing MacLean is overchargeable a messenger.

O’Donnell in Erse language wrote his letters to Argyll in his own
name and in name of Tyrone, making mention that they were of mind to
give their lands to his Majesty of Scotland as most native and “ kyndlie ”
prince to them, to take them of his Highness and to pay a token yearly to
his grace. With the which if his Majesty will “ mell ’ and aid them, they
shall ““ gar ”’ many others do the like. Also desired that the Earl of Argyll
should send them a ship with powder and lead, for the which they shall
thankfully pay. This most friendly they crave of him for the friendship that
has been afore betwixt their predecessors. This letter I saw and heard read.

Angus MacConnell is busy to have a thousand men conveyed to the
Earl of Tyrone and they to be young men ; [he] minds to convoy them in
perfect manner, 30 in company, 40 in company, the most number not to
exceed a hundred in company. The Earl minds to be diligent against you
in these long nights and makes his vantage thereof. He has new passed
forward to the pursuit of your forces and to take your lands. [He] minds
never to enter in battle against your forces; will make his vantage by
skirmishing and onsetting where vantage may be had.
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Because there is a mean used to make contention betwixt Angus
MacConnell’s bastard son, who is eldest and a man of age and perfection,
and his lawful sons who are but young “ childer,” the said Angus’s second
lawful eldest son named Angus who remained and six hundred men with
him with the Earl has now left the Earl and is ““ in ”’ coming home. You
shall hear of ““ ane gyding ” betwixt that “ bairntym ”’ gotten by a cruel
““mvotherar [? mother].” Undated.

1 p. In the handwriting of John Awuchinvoss. Endorsed : ‘‘ Newis
from Scotland,” and in another hand : ‘‘ Occurrents sent to George
Nicolson.”

98. THE ESTABLISHING OF CATHOLICISM IN SCOTLAND.

In wishing to induce the King of Scotland to declare himself a
Catholic, or at least to make the conditions of Catholics in that realm
better, every other way seems to me preferable to that of force and arms.

For this reducing him to the necessity of drawing himself closer to the
heretics, his subjects, for defence and of recommending himself to the Queen
of England, and therefore of persecuting all the Catholics in his realm and
without, is a work wholly opposed to the above-mentioned intention.

Furthermore if our lord wished to attempt it neither the quantity,
nor the readiness nor the nearness of his forces would warrant undertaking
an enterprise of such difficulty. Nor could his Holiness by chance put
together sufficient money for his needs. And if he thought in that to avail
himself of the help and alliance of Spain, however powerful that might be,
it would be equally slow and in many respects difficult and the very thing
to raise up a much greater number of heretics in favour of the King of
Scotland, inasmuch as the barons of the said realm, and not only those of
them who are confirmed heretics, but even the indifferent and those, who
at every slight breath of prosperity in Catholic affairs might be expected
to appear as most Catholic [#n margin : or of Spain] (would join him ?]*
and in the end it would force the Queen of England, the King of Den-
mark and the States of Holland to move in his defence, and so great a
power has jealousy of one’s own greatness and fear of another’s that I do
not know that the King of France and other more distant princes, though
good Catholics, would stand aside.

Nor could reliance be placed upon the Catholics themselves, for the
Duke of Lennox, the Earls of Crawford, Morton, Cassillis, Sutherland and
Caithness, the Barons of Home, Seton, Saccar [sic ? Sanquhar], Herries,
Livingstone, Fleming, Sempill and Gray (?) [¢n margin . of the kingdom],
although they are entirely Catholic, also attend the sermons and religious
exercises of the heretics, whence by the true Catholics they are commonly
called lukewarm and in a word not only will they never take arms against
the King, but depend upon his absolute will.

The Earls of Angus, of Errol and of Huntly remain who are truly and
openly most Catholic : but of these, the first, although he is the principal
lord of all Scotland, is at present in such disgrace with the King for having
given welcome to the Earl of Bothwell, that, exiled and despoiled of all

* The verb has been omitted from this sentence.
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his estate and of everything else, he lives in extreme misery, nor does it
seem to me that there can be any hope of his restitution.

Of the other two, although one is hereditary Constable of the realm
and the other cousin and brother-in-law of the King, yet they also are
exiles. But supposing they were restored as without doubt they will be,
being only two, they would be of but little service in a matter of this kind.

The most direct way therefore would be that of gentleness and diplo-
macy guided by judgment and dexterity, in which the King’s good
disposition, most manifest by many signs, towards the Catholics would
help greatly.

In the first place where simply by lending his consent he could have
extirpated all the Catholics from his realm, he was not willing to do so,
nay rather not only does he tolerate them continually, which he does not
do with any sort of heretics save his own, but sees them and willingly
hears them talk of the matters of their religion.

It has never been permitted with his will that any rigorous proceedings
should be taken against them. Both the Bishop of Dunblane and Colonel
Sempill and Fathers Oth (?) and Morton, Jesuits, and divers other Catholics,
who have at various times been imprisoned from their exile onward have
not suffered any other sort of vexation.

Still more he shows confidence in Catholics retaining in the offices of
Lord President, of Master of the Household (maggior domo), of Captain of
the Guard, in certain positions in the Chamber and other offices of the Court
and of the realm persons either of the Catholic faith, or as above lukewarm
adherents, and allows the Queen, who is a Lutheran and far removed
from Calvinism to do the same in regard to the ladies and gentlemen of her
household.

And the Duke of Lennox too was declared by him nearest to the
Crown and his lieutenant general, although Lord Hamilton, a heretic,
had the better right.

He conceded to the Earl of Huntly, while he resided in the royal
palace, that he might have mass celebrated, albeit with closed doors, in
his own apartments with the attendance of any he pleased and for the
most part the Duke of Lennox himself was present, his wife’s brother.
She too is a most Catholic lady, to whom and to the wife of the Earl of
Errol, notwithstanding their husbands’ banishment and the vigorous
opposition of the ministers was granted the enjoyment of all their goods
and revenues ; further more with the husbands themselves despite their
contumacy, he has used and uses much kindness and has shown his inten-
tion of recalling them to their country in a short time and of causing the
ministers to cease from persecuting them.

Towards these ministers the King has much ill will although like a
good statesman he continually dissimulates it on account of the great
devotion of the people towards them, but more because of the encourage-
ment they receive from the Queen of England, whose protection renders
them so insolent and arrogant that from being the men of low estate which
they were, they have had the audacity to seize the reins of government,
tyrannising almost over the King himself, who cannot easily show resent-
ment at this, as a resident ambassador of the said Queen is perpetually
at his side and he is surrounded on all hands by persons in her pay, to the.
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[c. 1595.] end that they may penetrate the thoughts and hinder the workings con-
trary to her service.

But without the above mentioned conjectures the interests and reasons
of state are sufficient to persuade others that adhesion to the Catholic
party will be for the King of Scotland’s good.

[In margin : Reasons of State.] It is a matter of no doubt that he,
being by common consent the most legitimate claimant and the nearest
successor to the Crown of England, must contrive to strengthen himself ;
so that whenever the Queen should die he shall not be in a position to lose
an occasion of such importance through weakness.

He could not attain that by means of the heretics of his state, who are
almost all of the people and unarmed and of a sect so opposed to those of
England that they would more willingly submit to the Catholics themselves.

Of the others abroad, as the Dutch and the people of Denmark, it will
not be possible to premise much, precisely on account of the diversity of
sects ; and much less of the King of France, for now that he has become a
Catholic he would not favour heretics unless it were against the King of
Spain for reasons of state.

So that all his power is concentrated in the nobility of the realm, the
greater and better part of which is, either manifestly Catholic or inclined
to the Catholics ; but all with one accord full of hatred and ill-will towards
the ministers, in such a way that, should the favour they have from the
Queen of England cease through her death, if the King of Scotland were to
resolve to remove them, and declare himself a Catholic, all his principal
barons would be for him with as many vassals as they have, who whatever
their religious views may be, are nevertheless in accordance with the custom
of the country very much under the control of their lords and very faithful
to them.

In addition, under such circumstances he would have the arm (braccio)
and support of those Catholics who are in England, who are numerous in
quantity, and in quality very fervent. o

Nor could he be other* than hostile to the heretics of that Realm ;
since their ministers were the source of his mother’s imprisonment against
the pledged word of the Queen of England and finally her death, which
she ‘suffered always most constant in the Religion; nay rather the
ministers themselves are always from hour to hour most inimical to him,
fearing the just vengeance which he ought to bring down upon them.

Finally he holds (according to what persons who have spoken with
the King himself say) the firm opinion, that the King of Spain has no more
cherished idea than to weaken his rights to England by substituting himself
and his daughter the Infanta with respect to that claim. And the King of
Scotland professes to know many and various devices used by the Catholic
King to that end, and among others, that he has already sent Hugh Ven
an Englishman to Rome to induce, with the aid of Cardinal Allen, Pope
Sixtus to declare him excommunicate, thus hoping to see him not only
ineligible for the succession in England but to dishabilitate him also in
Scotland itself ; thereafter, as in a realm conceded by the Holy See to the
occupants seeking to possess himself of some port, and thence to penetrate
into England, which will be impossible for him to do by another way.

* fare di—apparently from the sense for fare a meno di.
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For these considerations he has so much fear of excommunication, that he
will always take great account of the supreme Pontiff. These then among
the many means that could be employed to win him over would seem to me
neither the last nor the worst.

There are the two above mentioned Earls of Huntly and Errol, who it
is confidently maintained, are to be recalled to the Court and the first
through the affection which the King bears him is to have there, as he was
wont, the greatest authority.

Then there is the Duke of Lennox above mentioned, loved and greatly
esteemed by his Majesty, but above all the Lord President of Session,
Alexander Seaton, a man of great spirit and of equal learning and experience,
reputed in the country to be an excellent Catholic although he still seeks
to inculcate the belief that he is indifferent. But the adornment of sound
learning acquired by him at Rome, and the degree of Doctor at Bologna
with the obligation, which binds him to the holy memory of Gregory XIII,
who kept him at the University with the provision of ten ducats a month,
and the remembrance of the conversation of the Italians (?) have sown in
him seeds of perfect religion which (as far as one can advance by a very
safe path) he still has the greatest desire to cause to bud and flower in
Scotland and is only waiting for the opportunity.

By their intervention tolerance for Catholics might be procured in
that realm and freedom of conscience, which would not perchance be
difficult to obtain with licence at least in secret for all the Catholic religious
exercises, especially if some offer of emolument in money were perhaps
made to the King, as for instance of 10,000 or 12,000 scudz per annum or
of some other benefit of service or of security in his affairs.

Furthermore the Earl of Huntly affirms that he knows from the
King’s own mouth that his Majesty would hold dear any pretext, even
as it were of some threat of admonition or of something similar, so that
under the cloak of hope or fear he might make the multitude of Catholics
in the realm act as a counterpoise to the number and power of the heretics
in his state, and at the same time to bring about the suppression of the
insolence of the ministers ; furthermore, he would even of his own free
will resolve upon such a course by reason of his particular inclination
towards our Religion.

That being obtained, it would be necessary by the industry of good
priests and other convenient persons to watch continually that the number
of Catholics already large might step by step be brought to a better state
in respect of their affairs.

- In which matter at present progress is made with so little zeal that
in the whole of Scotland [not] more than four or five priests are to be found.

Nor can any be sent there from the Scottish College, which was founded
in Lorraine and now after many transmigrations has found refuge at
Louvain, for that place, because of its great poverty, has not the means
of sustenance for more than seven or eight students.

Formerly the liberality of Gregory XIII was wont to grant a sufficient
provision, which was not continued to them under his successor ; if over
and above some aid from the Catholic King it had not been for the great
charity of Father Crichton a Scot, to whom in very truth all praise is due,
it would not even have been possible to maintain it in the state wherein it
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is at present. Wherefore it would be an excellent work to provide it with
some revenue and that perchance could be conveniently done by dividing
the burden of some pension among the divers very rich abbacies of those
countries, or perchance with the voluntary consent won by gentle means
from the present abbots or when they happened to fall vacant and the
elect came for confirmation.

The English Colleges of Rome and Douai might also have many
pupils to send into Scotland since one may go there and practise safely,
nor are there the risks of tortures and most terrible deaths which one runs
in England, where to-day there is a little more need of them.

But Father Gordon would be the best instrument of all for that, as
one who, being most learned and of most exemplary life, is much loved
and revered by the good and as much feared by the others through being
the uncle of the above-mentioned Earl of Huntly, a man of spirit and
vigilant, whose estates far from the Court, difficult in situation and with
mayhap 10,000 vassals, cause him to lord it with great security and
authority.

This kinship affords to the said father access and reputation among
the barons of the realm, but is truly the source of as much harm to him in
temporal business and the affairs of state, in which through his simplicity
he is just as insufficient as he is most apt in spiritual matters, both for the
confirmation and perfection of zeal in the leaders, and for winning over
others from day to day.

And among the others he might make the great acquisition of the Earl
of Mar, his nephew’s brother-in-law and keeper by hereditary right of the
castle of Stirling, where all the princes of Scotland are brought up, and
guardian of the present Prince, and even he too might be won over easily
in a short time with the example and teaching of his governor, whose wife
is very well affected towards the Catholic Religion and the husband is
not more inclined to one than to the other.

Then there is in the King, who although reared from his childhood in
Calvinism has nevertheless never shown great fervour towards that sect,
nay rather disagrees upon very many articles with the Calvinists, being a
man of learning and particularly in theology, a capacity for reason and
judgment able to discern the truth; wherefore if well affected persons of
well ordered learning were to have credit and free access to enter into
discussion with him there would be hope by the grace of our Lord God of
much fruit within no long time, and perchance it would not be out of place
to send a person of the above mentioned qualities on purpose to Scotland
under colour of a desire to negotiate the above mentioned toleration and
freedom of conscience and a mandate threatening the King with the
excommunication mentioned above ; which would serve him with the
ministers as pretext for wishing to make concessions no less for his own
interest than for the satisfaction of our lord by some condescension to the
Catholics ; and such a one should have a secret commission to move
privily with the King the matter of his conversion, in which he would be
helped by the above mentioned lords and specially by the Earl of Huntly
who is a personage apt to cause such a one not only to have inviolable safety,
but every sort of honour out of respect for his religion.

But the same effect might be wrought still more conveniently and
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with greater safety by making the person appear here as though sent by
the Duke of Lorraine, who as a kinsman is wont to visit the King from time
to time, and exchange complimentary discourses with him and cause him
under cover of some likely and open office to treat secretly of this point,
for neither by the Jesuits, whom the King trusts but little holding them
for suspect and dependent on the King of Spain, nor by others could it be
by chance more discreetly negotiated nor with greater satisfaction to his
Majesty. With regard to these Jesuits it would be an excellent thing as
well in Scotland as in England if they were to refrain from meddling in
affairs of State and in the concerns of princes, and attend solely to the
winning of souls and the advancement of religion ; for applied to but one
task they might perchance execute it with greater fruit and an end being
made of the suspicion entertained of them in those parts, that ever under
cloak of spiritual piety they cover other temporal aims, they would find
more credence and would be held in due veneration, and in respect of that
it must be admitted that between the said Jesuits and the pupils of the
English Colleges there is raging a dispute fraught with much danger for
that realm and for this of Scotland likewise.

Here the Jesuits by an acknowledged principle established among
them and confirmed by the authority of Father Parsons hold that only by
way of conquest won by arms could the Catholic Religion be restored in
its former state ; seeing that the ecclesiastical goods and revenues divided
among the heretics and having passed from hand to hand, could not be
recovered by any other means, and for such an end they conclude no arms
are fitted but those of Spain ; and such is the opinion impressed by their
superiors upon as many as leave Rome to go to those parts.

On the other hand the above mentioned pupils naturally well disposed
towards their native land and hostile to the innovations and inconveni-
ences which the said foreigners would bring with them and to the laws of
Spain and in favour of the King of Scotland, in that he has better right to
the succession in England than Arabella or any other natural claimant of
the throne, and desirous of the union of those two states, whereby an end
would be made of expense and jealousies between them and under a single
king they would enjoy the blessing of a happy life, constantly encourage
all their kinsfolk by various means, inspiring them with the hope of glory
and the profit of their native land.

Thence springs a tare (zizania)of bad example and worse consequence,

‘against which provision can only be made by forbidding all such machina-

tions constituting, if it seemed good, a head of the Jesuits in England, who
should be a person of gravity and sincere intention and depending directly
upon our lord, and he might withdraw to the confines of Scotland, where
is a safe abode ; and this would certainly be a most useful expedient.
Another cause of discontent among the same pupils is that since the
death of Cardinal Allen, the faculties have not been conferred on them any
more by the Cardinal Protector, as he does on the Jesuits, and they desire
that their Rector may have authority to confer them upon those who are
going to England, which would not be the cause of any but very good
results. And since we have passed from Scotland to England, and the
affairs of those two realms are so closely linked together, I will suffer
myself to be carried away by my boundless desire for the prosperity of
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the Catholics of those parts and by my no less devotion towards his Holiness
together with my debt of most humble service to lay before the considera-
tion of your most illustrious lordship a thought which with time (even
if we could not win over the Queen herself) might at least cause the Religion
to advance so much in that state that not only the Catholics would grow
in number, but many of the heretics themselves might be led to the good
faith.

Whoever then by means of the King of France, a most efficacious
instrument with the Queen of England, were to contrive to persuade her
to cause so vigorous a persecution of the Catholics to cease and by the
example of so many other sovereigns who tolerate different sects in their
dominions to concede them a dwelling within her states with freedom of
conscience and to suffer them to live in Catholic fashion within their homes,
provided that they did not perform their religious exercises publicly
perchance with the reasons to be touched upon hereafter as it were by
choice, and by the use of many better ones which might be alleged, might
be able lightly to lead her to agree thereunto.

Above all many of her Catholic rebels now in Flanders and elsewhere
so unwillingly attach themselves to any plan however desperate on account
of the state of necessity in respect of all things wherein they are kept by
the promises of salaries which are scarcely ever paid them through the
duplicity of the King of Spain’s ministers, that there is no doubt, if they
could return safely to their native land with a general pardon of all that
is past, they would be very ready and willing, and passing the rest of
their life there in peace would be bound to her by the strongest ties and
be most Joyal subjects.

In this manner the Catholic King would be robbed of so many means
of penetrating all the Queen’s secrets, the times, ways and places, where
he could most readily injure her, and she would be freed from a thousand
dangers and as many continual suspicions of insults and treachery, and
moreover from infinite expense, which she is bound to incur for the safety
of her state which is beyond measure coveted by the King of Spain, as she
knows very well and has perceived by more than one proof.

Once assured of safety within her realm it would be very easy for her
to defend herself against foreign forces, distant and therefore slow, and
without doubt isolated, for she would find great power and good armies
and everything ready and be always able to hope for help from other princes,
which on account of jealousy of the greatness of Spain would never fail
her especially as the above mentioned clemency towards the Catholics
would render it lawful to aid her.

Nor will I even leave on one side the proposal, if it seem to the purpose,
to make the resolve, as above, of showing her the intention of removing
from that realm at least for some time the Jesuits, as those who are most
vexatious to her and in the highest degree suspect, and also to think of
securing her more perfectly against her rebellious subjects returned to their
native land and of laying heavy penalties upon them, even of papal
excommunication, if ever they should have the temerity to attempt
aught against the Crown, or even to intermeddle with matters appertaining
to the state and life of the commonwealth.

By such a way besides the daily winning of souls, the winning, multi-
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[c. 1595.] plication and increase of Catholics in that realm, whenever the case of the
Queen’s death may arise, it would render easier the accession of the King
of Scotland, then perchance by divine favour a declared Catholic or at
least brought through necessity, for the considerations mentioned above,
to adhere more to the Catholics than to the heretics.

And in conclusion one day such .great good might come of it, as
neither by arms nor by any other violent means is to be hoped at any time,
which may it please the Lord God to befall very soon for the glory and
exaltation of his most holy faith, etc. Unsigned.

20 pp. Italian. No endorsement.

21595 99. SECRET ADVICES.

or 1596.] “ That thair shuld discend in Irland sax thousande Spanizerdis, tuay

Irysche gentilmen quha hes procurit the same ar to pas thurch this cuntry
in semple veid. Thair is ane ambassadeur to go from Spain to Scotland.
Father Haulte shuld have the distribution of sum tuay or thre hundrethe
thousand crounis to be gifin to seminerie prestis and Jesuitis to be gifin
amongis the papistis in this cuntry. The Pap vil gif no mony in Scotland
ontil he have farder assurans of the King nor he hes haid hirtofor, albeit
thair be redy thretty thousand crounis and four and tuenty thousand be
zeir having only the Kingis gudvil that he opon not himself to the papistis
the petition set down in vret of that they ar to demand of the King and
his Counsel. They desyr Mester Villiaum Balentyn embassadeur in my
L. of Glaskoz his roum becaus of his age and rather becaus he is the
gretest enemy baithe to the religion and the estait of Ingland this day
living. Sik thingis as shal be doun at Rom I shall knaw at al tymes in the
premise.”’

3 p. Probably in the handwriting of James Colvill of East Wemyss. No
address or endorsement.

[?1596.] 100. MEMORANDUM.

‘“ Georg Cuningham in the west port of Edenburgh. His name-shalbe
Master Alexander Scott. My name shalbe Rychard Combs in London.”

? In handwriting of Sir Robert Cecil. Endorsed : ‘‘ Alexander Scott
Maclane.”

1595-6.* 101. PROCLAMATION FOR DEFENCE OF THE REALM.
an. 2. .. . ..
Pﬂ{m i cxtenso Forasmuch as the ambitious pretence of the King of Spain is to make
in Calderwood,  conquest of the crown and kingdom of England and for that cause he has
Kirk of Scotlard, appointed this next summer for perfecting that great purpose ; the im-
Inventoried in Minent peril of which moved the King of late not only by public proclama-

Fragmiones! tion to command his subjects to give a general muster upon 2 Feb. next
259 but besides that by giving order and pulling out by the root the whole
disordered deadly ‘“ feides” and bloody enmities within his realm, a
barbarity whereunto this only country has ever been miserably subject as
an abuse not known in any other civil country of the world, to the end

* This printed proclamation and the MS. copy have been incorrectly dated in Thorpe's
Calenday 1597 and bound in vol. Ix (Nos. 1 and 2) of the Scottish State Papers.
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that having once his whole kingdom brought fully under his obedience
they might be the more able to resist the common enemy.

But because the nature of all people is such, and especially of the
people of this realm, that, although they apprehend once never so deeply
any imminent danger, yet long intermission of time cools their heat, and
therefore the King has been moved of new again to waken them up by this
proclamation, commanding them that on the one side they omit no kind
of preparations by musters or other ways, and on the other part that they
render due reverence and obedience unto the law, postponing their base
and barbarous particular quarrels to the public cause.

And because the King of Spain among his other politic devices for
advancing his enterprise has ofttimes by his ““ supposts buddit and
practiquit "’ divers of James’s unruly Borders under pretext of old enmities
betwixt the two neighbour realms to make open incursions upon their
neighbour country, his will is that they pass and in his name and authority
command and charge, first in general all his subjects, inhabitants of his
Borders, not only to cease from all violence against the ‘exposite ”
Borders of England but farther to maintain and increase by their loving
behaviour towards them that happy amity inviolably continued betwixt
the two princes during the whole of both their reigns as the nearness of
blood betwixt their two persons, the uniformity in the true religion, and
the likeness in language and manners most justly require; and in special
that they command the wardens and officers of his whole Marches fore-
anent England to take diligent care that quietness and good neighbourhead
with England may be kept. ‘“ Given under our signet and subscribed with
our hand at Holyroodhouse, the second day of January, and of our reign
the 29 year, 1596* [sic].” _

Broadsheet, printed by Robert Waldegrave, printer to the King’s
Majesty, Anno 1596.

Manuscript copy of the foregoing. 2 pp.

Another printed copy, dated “ . . . day of Januare: and of our
Raigne the 29 zeir, 1595.”

Broadsheet, imperfect.

102. GEORGE NicoLsoN TO [ROBERT BOWES].

My last of the 29 of the last showed the estate of things here as then
they stood as also so much as then I knew concerning the book and wherein
Mr. Robert Bruce has not yet learned more. Quin has given another book
to his Majesty and is entertained in the King’s service as I hear.

On New Year’s day the Queen’s Council gave the Queen 1000 fine
pound pieces in a purse. She told the King of it and gave him 600 of them,
“ spering ’ the King when his Council would give him so much ; and
thereon commending her Council to his Majesty as fittest to guide also his
affairs for his living and house charges. On Saturday the Comptroller
[in margin : Seton papist] and Collector [¢n margin : Douglas, Provost of
Lincluden, protestant] subscribed their dismission and are out of their

* Calderwood prints ‘‘ 1595, (according to the new accompt, 1596)."”
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particular offices, retaining only places of Councillors and no more. Sir
Robert Melvill said then to Sir George Home that he wished also to be
discharged, to whom Sir George said “ Nay Sir Robert say not so, nor
think that it is meant that you shall be discharged ; for the good will
between your son and me shall be an assurance that I shall do for you
what I can.” But Sir Robert said he saw it was meant that he should be
discharged and that therefore he was also ready to give up his office at his
Majesty’s pleasure. The same day the Prior of Blantyre and Clerk Register
were sworn on the Queen’s Council. [In margin : Queen’s Council : Prior
of Pluscarden, Mr. John Lindsay, Mr. James Elphinstone, Mr. Thomas
Hamilton.] And they (it was agreed) should have ordered the King’s
revenues and household affairs, and the offices aforesaid with other offices
of Clerk, etc. under those offices to cease, and the King and Queen’s
Council aforesaid to order all, and for this purpose the King was to have
given commission to them in as ample sort as the Queen had given to her
Council. [In margin : On Monday last the King put all out of the Tol-
booth saving these 4 and the 2 sworn to them and gave Sir Robert Melvill
evil words and Mr. David Foulis, the Justice Clerk and Lord Secretary and
all were put out.] But his Majesty finding thereby that he should be tied
to many inconveniences and the Prior finding it needful that there should
be as many of the King’s Council in commission with the Queen as the
Queen had, viz. 4, the King would have 2 more chosen to them 2; and
the Prior of Pluscarden being President in the Sessions thinks not meet to
be under Blantyre who is President of the Checker and but an ordinary
Lord of the Sessions, his Majesty and they all are ‘“ plundged ”” how to
order this matter, which he would gladly have done as a matter being well
ordered very like to prove much to his profit. [In margin : Blantyre is
partly sick.] And thus as I hear and conceive stands this matter.

On Saturday the laird of Johnstone was set at liberty upon bond to
give in his pledges the 26th hereof for keeping good rule in the country
and to England and to be answerable for anything to be laid to his charge.
Yesternight the King gave him charge to keep his own quiet and good
““ neighbourhead ” with England, and by word has given power to John-
stone to take and hang any he shall find ““ reving ’ or stealing until such
time as he know more of the King’s pleasure. [In margin : which the
laird will take as a warrant.] This day I wished the laird to advertise my
Lord Scrope of such commission as he had and to concur with him, so far
as he might for quietness of my Lord’s office, which he said he would do,
as also for better performance thereof get the King’s warrant for speaking
and meeting with my Lord therein. I see he finds his Majesty so free to
have justice and good rule kept with England and he seems to me to be so
inclined thereunto of himself, as I look he shall make the same known to
my Lord Scrope at the least, if not also to the best, which I leave to the
sequel. As to Sir John Carmichael he desires to be cleared of this suit
which Enderwick has against him for Fenton to have the money which
the King owes him, the houses of Lochmaben and others, Maxwell’s
inheritance, a band of men for 2 months and liberty to keep justice courts
in sundry of those parts, which is the cause that he is not warden and which
I do not see but will in the end bring that office to Johnstone. Herries and
Drumlanrig are still in ward and I think shall be committed to other
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places of ward ; for they refuse to give the like caution upon like conditions
that Johnstone does.

On Monday the proclamation enclosed was proclaimed very solemnly
with 3 Lyon heralds in their coats armour, 5 trumpets, and the cross very
well covered with tapestry. The contents thereof to the view of itself.
The King penned it himself and is at this present earnestly bent to please
her Majesty and country in all things in hope of pleasure again in some
matter I conceive.

My Lord Provost’s going is only prolonged and deferred for some
small time to see if you come or not ; for the King I hear accounts he has
such matters to open as for preciousness of time I will not long delay the
sending of some to her Highness. [I# margin : The Provost is loth to go
till you come and better weather, but the King will needs have him come ;
so as if you be not dispatched he cannot be stayed I fear.] Inthe meantime
his Majesty is, as you may see, making all preparations for the concurrency
and agreeing together of his subjects the better to withstand the Spaniards,
having on Friday agreed my Lord Seton and Ormiston [in margin in
another hand : Justice Clerk, Lord Chief Justice], and purposing to agree
all others. But the laird of Carden’s sons having ““ bett ”’ one of the King’s
officers coming to Stirling in the Master of Elphinstone’s cause against
them and torn his writings, the Lord Livingstone and others coming and
complaining to the King, his Majesty is angry thereat and at my Lord of
Mar also, who has written his excuse. What this will breed I know not,
but the King intends that no cause shall hinder his purpose of agreeing or
taking up of feuds to the hindrance of concurrency against the Spaniards.

My Lord Hamilton is victualling Dumbarton to resist them and 7
(the Lord John Hamilton) looks for return of answer in his suit long ago
presented and known to you.

Upon the putting off of the day of law for David Forster’s slaughter, -
as I certified your worship, the ministers of that presbytery being earnest
to have justice done therein and conceiving that justice was by that putting
off of that day illuded at the least, have entered into the form of excom-
munication. Whereon the King convened some of the ministers here and
caused them to write, as himself did also, to stay the same and not to
proceed further therein until they have advice of this presbytery.

Yesterday one of my L. Borthwick’s ““ brether ”” 'standing in John
Harlawe’s booth and some controversy arising between John and James
Richinson, old enemies and sadlers both, and my Lord’s brother being
hurt, my Lord hearing of it came in great anger and thereon a craftsman was
hurt. Whereon there was an uproar of the crafts who sought to have
invaded the house where my Lord was, casting stones at the ““shottes ”
and windows, insomuch as the Provost and 2 of the bailiffs came to stay
the uproar and to try the matter, and finding the people in uproar against
Borthwick my Lord Provost and bailiffs prayed and charged them to be
quiet and to “ scale ”’ themselves and depart everyone to their own house,
my Lord Provost assuring them he would be answerable that they should
have justice, and so with much ado got them something drawn back ;
which done my Lord Provost brought down my Lord Borthwick, who was
no sooner in the street but the tumultuous people with swords and halberts
offered to assault him. Whereon the Provost willed Borthwick to shift for
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himself, who thereon got away [in margin : into George Todrigg’s house
where he was quiet and unknown] and the Provost with his servants very
stoutly presented themselves to the people with weapon to weapon with-
standing them, and so by great courage and wisdom saved Borthwick and
by little and little without any hurt pacified all. This day my Lord Borth-
wick showed himself in the streets and has given caution to answer all.
If the King’s good order had not barred pistols but that they had been in
use this town had been in such blood as was never seen. For I have seen
many stirs here but non like this. The King is angry at the tumult of the
people, their disobedience and their assault made on the Provost and
bailiffs, but what order he will take therewith I know not.

Cessford and Buccleuch are entered into great displeasure, as I hear,
either preparing to annoy others, because that Buccleuch protects the
Trunballs against Cessford. What other cause there is between them or
what will come of it I cannot tell ; but they want the Chancellor to agree
them, who longer time kept them friends than was looked was possible.
Edinburgh, 7 January 1595. Signed : Geo. Nicolson.

Postscript.—The King of late has very often both openly and privately
condemned all practisers against her Majesty, viz. the King of Spain and
others, and protested in most solemn and earnest manner that he would
not so much as wish or think her Majesty’s hurt to advance him to that
crown for all the honours and wealth in the world, swearing he would so
far as he might party her against all her adversaries.

The ministers have mightily inveighed in pulpit against the writer of
the book, calling him thief and traitor to both sovereigns and countries,
and do deeply accuse the King of Spain for having such intention for the
crown of England ; praying most earnestly for her Majesty and as would
do you good to hear. So as this book does good here.

This day I understand by M. (Roger Aston) (for whose letters I have
stayed these 2 days and who now cannot write) that the Prior of Blantyre
is so laid on with the King to enter into dealings with the Queen’s Council
as he is content. Otherwise the King would have accounted him the
hinderer of his profit. So as Colluthy and Mr. Peter Younge are to be
joined with the Prior and Clerk Register to the Queen’s Council and all
to be joined in one and called not by the name of Queen’s Councillors but
Lords of the Exchequer. Even now Sir George is sent by the King to the
Comptroller and Collector to will them to come down and show themselves
contented with their discharge or to command them out of the town. This
new joined Council of these 8 the Prior would have to bz agreed by the
3 Estates but the President would only have the King’s hand therein.
So as till further order this matter will hang thus. M. (Roger Aston)
says further 70 (Cessford) has been privately with B. (the King) and other
gentlemen have been examined about 69 (Buccleuch) who 4 (the King)
bearing evil will at 69 (Buccleuch) intends to charge to have dealings for
15 (Bothwell) and for that cause put at him, and has appointed him to be
here on Sunday and 70 (Cessford) on Thursday. So as new troubles is
[sic] arising. Thus much from M. (Mr. Aston) who commends him to you
and prays pardon that now he cannot write. Surely he is very honest.

4 pp. Holograph. No address or endoysement. Names in cipher
deciphered.
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103. [Joun CorviLLE] TO [ROBERT BOWES].

The 7 of December [sic] 1595.

The King’s Majesty yesterday put out a proclamation declaring his
sincerity to religion and amity, all penned by himself and marvellously well
done, which is one of these days to be printed.

This late seditious book made in favour of Spain has exasperated his
Majesty not a little. He still holds forward straitly against all horners and
is to compound all deadly feuds as in my former is mentioned.

This week pledges is [sic] to be taken of Maxwell, Drumlanrig [and]
Johnstone for keeping good order and a warden to be nominated which
I think shall be Carmichael.

Her Majesty on New Year day presented to his Majesty a purse of
gold. His Majesty demanded how she had it. Her answer was that her
Council (viz. the President, Messrs. John Lindsay, James Elphinstone and
Thomas Hamilton) had preserved so much of her living to that wuse.
Whereupon he much commended their managing and immediately
commanded his Collector and Comptroller to “ dimit” their offices,
admitting the four foresaid to his Council, laying the administration of
the said offices on them. And so they four shall have other four of his
Majesty’s conjoined with them (viz. Blantyre, Clerk Register, Colluthy
and Mr. Peter Young), by whom all shall be governed. But some question
is among them who shall be President of the Council, for the President
of the Session thinks during vacance of the office of Chancellery that
collection of votes and convocation of Council and proponing of matters
there is due to him. Again Blantyre, Lord Privy Seal, thinks he should
supply the vacance of the Broad Seal. But his Majesty will easily compone
this.

By the beating of a pursuivant at Stirling by some of Carden’s children
his Majesty is much moved against the actors and thinks Mar offended
in not apprehending them. But Mar I hope shall dutifully discharge
himself. Thus I beseech the Lord preserve you.

The Provost of Edinburgh we think now shall undoubtedly come up,
for his apparel is already made. His errand I can but guess at, trusting
you shall hear thereof more by others. Unsigned.

2 pp.  In John Colville's handwriting, also address : *“S.”  Endorsed
by Bowes : “ Mr. John Colvill, 7 Decembr’ [sic], Char’ 1§ Januarii, 1595.”

104. GEORGE NicorsoN TO ROBERT BOWES.
On Thursday last in the afternoon one Ballyard, skipper of a ship of

~ Hugh Browne’s, coming from Bordeaux with wines, very honestly brought

up and presented to the magistrates of this town an Irishman, who Mr.
Butler had willed should be delivered to her Majesty’s ships and for which
Baillard should have had 5/. as he says and which he meant to have done
if the extremity of the weather had not prevented him. This Irish at the
first said he was a gardener and come only out of France; yet after
confessed that he was a priest and come from Rome but denies to speak
English, Italian, French or Spanish but only Irish and evil Latin. He had
the rudiments of grammar written by Disputarius printed here, in the
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cover whereof is found (no doubt only by God’s providence) a letter to
Tyrone, to the primate bishop of Ireland and another, I cannot yet learn
to whom, and in his foul ““ shartes and trash ’ was other letters, and yet he
denies that he knew either of the letters in the book covering or of the
other, saying that if he had known of them he would not have taken or
brought them. But as to the bulls and other things sent from Rome,
whereof he has great store, he accounts them of no other moment than
confirmations and grants of places and benefices in Ireland. He says he
had the book and letters unknown to him in the cover of the book of 2
Irishmen who came out of Rome and in by Spain and who directed him
to bring these things through Scotland to Ireland to them, saying they
would pass as merchants through England. And then he pleads simplicity,
standing to nothing but that he is a Catholic.

On Friday the King after he had in the Council chosen and sworn
the President, Mr. John Lindsay, Mr. James Elphinstone, Mr. Thomas
Hamilton, the Clerk Register, Colluthy and Mr. Peter Younge, undertaking
himself for Blantyre who was sick and not there, subscribed their large
commission for ordering of his whole living. Whereupon he was véty
merry, saying he would no more use Chancellor or other great men in
those his causes but such as he might convict and were hangable ; and
nothing being permitted unto Sir Robert Melvill to do without the hands
of 5 of the 8, which Sir Robert withstood as a matter that would be
‘“ fasshous ”’ to him and all men to get at all needful occasions, until the
President said that it would not be so for there should, he said, be ever so
many in the town for these causes and that the King had ended other turns
in Council, as the matter between the parson of Crawford and Thomas
Foulis anent the mines in Crawford, and protested that he would no longer
have his country and himself misused through trust in others, meaning
the late Chancellor, but from henceforth amend those faults. After he
had, I say, these things in Council he withdrew himself to his cabinet with
only Mr. Robert Bruce, the Provost and Sir George and so called in the
Irishman and examined him a little, breaking open the letters as I hear and
keeping them secret to himself. But before he went to examine the Irish-
man I moved Sir George to move his Majesty that the letters concerning
only her Majesty might be sent with speed to her Highness that no preven-
tions might come by delay. He liked my motion, yet nothing coming
thereof I moved him yesterday morn again, whereon he assured me his
Majesty would use diligence in this matter. Yet I deferred still writing
hereof in hope that Mr. Aston (gone on Thursday to Linlithgow and being
to return, as he did, yesternight) might persuade the King to give the
letters to me to send post, which I moved Mr. Aston to do and which this
morning he told me he had done and gotten answer of the King that by the
letters credit was referred to this Irishman and that the King would there-
fore “ boote *’ and examine him fully and thereon send all with diligence.
And Mr. Aston told me also that the King had commanded him to write
something, for which he writes these letters herewith apparently.
Always it seems to me that his Majesty reserves these things to furnish
his Ambassador with more acceptable matter to her Majesty [in margin :
the King keeps all secret to prevent fore advertisements as was wont of his
Ambassador’s errands], who (I must be plain, suppose I must beg secrecy)
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the King thinks does either not trust or ““ lightly ”’ [belittles] him, that
at these dangerous times her Majesty does not communicate advertise-
ments and intelligence with him of the advertisements she has of the
enemy’s intention, blaming hard and wrong informations of him as the
cause thereof and protesting that his actions shall make all such advertisers
liars ; as also that suppose he agree to hear and know the devices of the
enemy, yet he shall never consent to them nor change his religion and do
as the French King has done to gain any kingdom or save his own or yet
his own life. And thus much and more he has protested and sworn and
given his hand upon to such as are honest and now dare swear for him
and wish that he should not now when he is in this sound course be so
neglected (as they term it) as he is. But these and other things now in
hand are so great and far above my capacity as I would not be depended
on for giving any light sufficient in so great causes.

Here is speech that Gilbert Lambe is come to London and has discovered
all to her Majesty, which is true or else Gilbert has used a wile ; for being
in consort of ships of this nation’s he said he was to do so.

Here is whispering speeches that Errol and Huntly are come home
and Ledington also. But no certainty hereof.

Filius (Mr. John Archbald) assures me and bids you trust that Placed
(Tyrone) and them of that side are giving gifts and getting friends for a
greater stir to 25 (Ireland) than yet they have made.

69 (Buccleuch) is quiet here; yet I think shall to-morrow come
abroad as he was written for. 70 (Cessford) is to be here as I wrote. What
matters will break out among them I cannot tell. But 5 (the Queen) will
be loth to see anything but good there.

The Queen apparently is with child. Edinburgh, 11 January 1595.
Signed : Geo. Nicolson.

2% pp. Holograph, also address. Endorsed by Bowes : ‘ Edenbr’ xj°
Januarii, Rychmonde xix° ejusdem, 1595.” Names in cipher deciphered.

105. RoGeEr AstoN TO ROBERT BOWES.

You shall understand that upon Thursday the 8th instant here arrived
certain ships out of France. Amongst the rest there was one of Anstroder
[sic ? Amsterdam] who had in his ship an Irishman as a passenger, who gave
himself out as a scholar but the master of the ship being made acquainted
with the conditions of the man at his embarking seemed to ““ mesknoo "’
all till his landing, at which time the said master dilated the matter to
Mr. David Lindsay, who presently apprehended the man and presented him
in sure keeping. The next day he was examined by the King himself in
presence of Mr. Robert Bruce and the Provost of Edinburgh. It appears
by his letters and commission that he is sent from some Ireland men that
are in Rome and Spain. His chief letters he conveyed very cunningly and
that in a covering of a book of parchment, which was through many hands
and yet could not find out that secret till the book being of no account was
given to a bairn, for it was a grammar. Being passed through sundry
hands one perceives the covering to be very thick ; sought further and there
found the chief letters which, so far as I can learn and as the King himself
has told me, are directed to the Earl of Tyrone and his adherents, willing
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them to stand stiff at their purpose and they shall be assisted with all
possible diligence and themselves will come with such aid as shall be seng
to them. He has sundry bulls from the Pope to a bishop which they call
primate of Ireland by these bulls. The Pope distributes many benefices
in Ireland. .

He has as yet confessed no further than that he had but the carrying
of the letters given to him by two others that should have come through
England but being afraid to carry the letters they delivered them to this
man thinking this passage to be most safe. The others, as he says, are
gone to England and are purposed to meet him in Ireland. If they have
as great a stop in their passage as he has gotten in his they will not meet
suddenly. _

It appears this man has credit among them for he is commended to
be the most sufficient that was sent this four year past. They make men-
tion in their letters the last they sent did not his duty as was committed
to his charge. This man is kept very strait. The King has said to me this
day he shall be “hanled ” [handled] with all severity and apprehends
by all circumstances that he can declare many things which as yet he has
not.

I moved the King to send away all his letters to her Majesty in respect
it only concerned herself, which he has promised to do but first he ‘would
try further and thereafter to signify the whole to her Highness. :l‘hls man
comes from Rome. The chief cause of his taking at his embarking, there
came an Englishman to the master of the ship and bade him deliver the
same man in England as he passed along and he would be very well re-
warded. The ship not coming near the coast and as the master himself
says he thought the man might be as profitable to the King and thereupon
gave him up. In these letters they style her Majesty the unlawful pretended
queen.

There is great want of your being here in these matters of discovery.
Her Majesty’s service is greatly hindered that some one of credit should
not be here in these perilous times. _

You will find the King in another commandment than ever you saw
him. Our lords of checker are now sworn and they have all the offices in
their hands. Sir Robert enjoys the name but nothing to be compeded ”
[? completed] without 5 of their hands.

The Queen is great with child and yet is not commonly known to
many. Holyroodhouse, 12 January. Signed : Roger Aston.

2§ pp. Holograph, also address : “ To my L. Embastour.” Endorsed
by Bowes : * Halyrud, 12 Januarii, Richmond xix® ejusdem, 1595.”

106. [JouN CoLviLLE] To [ROBERT BOWES].

The 10th hereof the 8 mentioned in the other have accepted the
commission of his Majesty’s revenues and have given their oath thereupon.
Comptroller and Collector shall be none hereafter and five shall be joined
with Sir Robert Melvill to sign all gifts pertaining to his office ; which in
effect takes away from him the liberty of his said office.

His Majesty continues very earnest to compound all deadly feuds and
to punish horners severely.
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The 10th also hereof an Ireland priest lately come home by sea was
examined in his Majesty’s cabinet, presentibus Mr. Robert Bruce, Sir
George Hume and Provost of Edinburgh. His letters are taken which be
all to the rebellious in Ireland, encouraging them and assuring them of
sudden relief, but these be kept to furnish the Ambassador which is to
come thither for his better credit.

There is also another Irishman here called Walter Quin, a fine scholar.
He has presented at New Year day to his Majesty an oration touching
his title which is well accepted and he placed at the Master [of the] House-
hold’s table and to be rewarded and kept. This oration is kept quiet, yet
I had it about two hours and have extracted the substance thereof which
shall be sent by my next.

But let good heed be taken that matters turn not back here again,
for assuredly you have there some unnatural subjects that care not to
hazard us if they may keep credit with q. (the King).

His Majesty thinks himself neglected in that no resident ambassador
is here with whom he may keep intelligence and within this 8 days he has
sundry times complained thereof.

Thus I commit S. (Bowes) to God’s blessed protection. This 12 of
January 1595. Unsigned.

1} pp.  In John Colvill's handwriting, also address: ““ To S.” En-
dorsed by Bowes: ‘‘Mr. John Colvill, xij° Januarii, Richmond xix°
ejusdem, 1595.” Names in cipher deciphered.

107. RoBERT GODFREY TO THOMAS BELL.

‘“ Brother Thomas, althot I haif not resavit any advertisement frome
you of your resait of any of my letters sence the xix'™ of October, yet will
I not pretermit the leist convenient occasione haiffing quhat to say. It
sall than pleis you that sence my last letter of the xj* of this instant I
have leirnit be sufficient advertisment that q™ I nether will nor dar comit
to this paper in respect of my incertaintie of the coming heirof to yowr
handes and of the regard (of deutie) I beare to the persone or persones
quhome the pourpois doeth concerne, quhairin you must haif me excusit
sence my perrell in this sould or rather micht be so gryt that hardlie sould
I say the same being wt yow, if it wer to go frome you to any wther [other].
You may judge to quhome I beare this respect for the matter. It con-
cerneth the trouble of the guid caus of God, thot it haif ane better collorit
mask. The man quhois letters I directit wt my last pacquet to yow wes
apointed to haif gone in Turkie (Scotland) to Thomas (the King) be his
auin procuring. He suld lykways haif haid the credit of sum breid (gold)
*to sum of William (the King of Spain) his folkes,* quhilk wes to go thair.
Bot his woyage is now in suspence throw the jelousie thay consave of his
maners, so I think he sall not be imployit if E. (Errol) or Patersone
(Father Crighton) be not the movers of the same. For he giffes him self
haillele to E. (Errol) his patronage, and Patersone (Crighton) is his mothers
oncle. Notwtstanding he is estemit no meit poist to cary breid (gold).
Pleis thair is ane Captaine Daniel Forester come fra Stevin (Bothwell) to
Orknay (Brussels) this tuelft of January. Qubat he hath in comissione

* ___ * These words added in the margin.
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I am assurit to heir fra him self wt the answer of my letter quhilk I haif
sent to him fra this, quhairof as I heir sall mak yow lyk ways. Ramsay of
quhome I wreit last to yow is not yit come. My brother, quhome I haif
sent to RP (Huntly and Errol) fra this, doeth advertise me fra thair
that he will bring me charge fra thaime to go in Ingland if I will hasard
my self wt comissione touardes of thair freindes. (As it cometh) yow sall
aither heir fra me or sie me, althot I wilbe loithe to be the instrument of
the overthrow of any. Not that I will prefer the will or weill of any to the
guid caus of God, as I hoip my labour sall gif sum lyttill prouff. Gibsone
(Pury Ogleby) is suspect to be your freind amonges the people of
RP (Huntly and Errol) and sall haif no credit moir than he hath haid.
If my brother haid beine come bak fra RP (Huntly and Errol) I wald
haif sent him wt my letter to Mr. Haunger concerning that I dar not com-
mit to this paper as I sall do wt the first occasione efter his returne. 1
pray you do me the favour to let me heir fra you of the resait of my letters,
quhairin you sall not do me small favor ; quhilk expecting do leave you to
Godes proteccione this xxv of January. '

« If the auld ambassadeur of Turkie (Scotland) gif any letters at the
Roiss and Tabert in Grace Churche streit to be sent to me, you know quha
may resave the same frome the Mr of the hous as if he wald send thaime
to me. In meane tyme wisit the same for I have wrettin him ane letter
quhilk I think sall move him to mak his addrest be me to the pairtes
wnderstandes, always let the same thairefter come hither that thay may
be deliverit quhairof you sall wt the convenient occasione resave the
answers and thairefter caus deliver the same. Thus repeting my comenda-
tions to your self and all our nichboores do comit you to God his cair.
Coupar (Midleburgh) this 25 of January.” Signed : * Your loving brother,
Robert Godfrey.”

13 pp. Holograph, the deciphered names and words in brackets being
snserted by amother (Bowes's ?) hand. Two seals. Addressed : ““ To his
werray loving brother Thomas Bel gif this present.” Endorsed by Bowes :
‘“ Robert Godfrey, Cowpar 25 Januarii novo stilo, Char’ 26 ejusdem, 1595
antiquo.”

108. GEORGE NicorsoN To ROBERT BOWES.

Where the King was resolved as I wrote to stay the sending of the
Provost until such time as he might have certain word of your coming
hither, and which the Provost still advises, I hear now the King distrusting
your return or ““ any’s els ”’ from her Majesty, who he suspects does either
““lightlye " [belittle] him or upon some hard and wrong information distrust
him, and in which behalf I hear he wishes he might be plainly dealt with
and charged that he might give contentment and satisfaction in any such
doubts ; he hears that his ambassador’s errands should be aforehand in
conceit known and his answer prepared and ready for him. But he smiles
and partly frowns thereat, saying none but himself can tell what he will
employ and instruct his ambassador in, and that he will hereafter as now
provide that no foreknowledge shall be made to the “ lighlyeng ” of his
own when they come, as he is persuaded has been heretofore. I say now
the King is very earnest to hasten the ambassador’s going and the rather
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because of the letters intercepted about the Irish causes, which at the fur-
thest is to be sent with the ambassador, if not before, as is questionable.
So as unless certain word come of your present journey and that by others
than yourself, the Provost will but go home to dispose on his own affairs
and thereafter return to receive his instructions and set forwards about
the 1st of the next.

On Monday last the commission given to the 8 for ordering of the
King’s livings was proclaimed for a general knowledge and obedience of
the King’s pleasure therein. And now those 8 are reforming the incon-
veniences of needless charges in the King’s house, ordering that none of
the King’s house shall have their ordinary diet there but in their quarter
of waiting. Yet the King himself reserves Mr. Aston to be in ordinary,
as well the quarters he is not tied to wait in as the quarter he serves in in
his Majesty’s chamber. And these lords are already dealing to make the
King the just profit of his parks and others with avoidance of all needless
fees. My Lord of Argyll is come to travail that he may not be charged
with innovations or other duties for such things as he holds of the King
than he answered before times, and sundry others are making friends for
themselves in like cases. But this Council intend to hold hard to them all
and to augment the King’s living 100,000.. by year. There wants not
malcontents enough that will say this is hard and not honourable for the
King to interdict himself thus wholly to any Council. Yet they may do in
those cases that which the King himself may not do without a great touch
of honour as they term it. The ministers have moved and dealt that this
commission and absolute power given to the 8 may not prejudge them or
their authority and wherein they have good assurance and contentment.

The Master of Eglinton and Montgomeries should have been here
yesterday and Glencairn to-morrow about the taking up of that “ feade.”
But the Montgomeries have written their excuse, which the King will not
allow of, but will have horning proceed against the Master for his not coming
upon the King’s charge, and will nevertheless supersede with him for 8
days that he and they in those 8 days may yet come. Upon refusal thereof
the King will ride himself on them and take their houses and pursue them
as horners, his rebels. And in this the King is very earnest because he
thinks, if he pass over this his first order and suffer himself at the first to
be disobeyed, he will find difficulties hereafter in others. Thus the King
proceeds very constantly in those agreements for a general concurrence
against the Spaniards who are taking up all the men they can in the Low
Countries and increasing their navies to invade this Isle as is said here ;
as also that the King of France has dispatched Vele de Roy to Spain for
agreement there, which the Low Countries are espied to be also desirous of,
as is said here. The laird of Wemyss has had his boy at the King of France
who is returned. But the laird is not come to the King since the boy
came home but is to return shortly ; whereon if there be any news I shall
hear them. The King has himself willed the ministers to make a general
fast before the musters for calling to God to assist them against the
Spaniards and the miserable dearth here.

The laird of Buccleuch came not abroad but departed home on
Sunday last sending his excuse to the King that he was at home and could
not present himself to his Majesty until he were relaxed, which he said he



James VI.
1595-6.

CALENDAR OF SCOTTISH PAPERS. 123

meant to get himself with all speed. Hereon the laird of Cessford is stayed
also. I assure you there will be troubles between them ; for there is other
matters then anent the Turnbulls among them. [In margin : matters
anent 5 (the Queen).] If Sir Robert Cary procure complaint to be made
to his Majesty of Cessford’s killing of Story I can do no more if I be
directed but inform his Majesty and receive good answer. But in such
a case my credit or perchance others can get little done, suppose the
King direct never so well as he will ; for I still see' these matters pass
over.

The Earl of Mar is come hither with my Lord of Argyll to answer for
the suffering as they charge him of the Forsters to escape when they hurt
the King’s officer. My Lord is Sheriff of Stirlingshire and therefore charged.
But he was not guilty of their escape nor can be touched therewith. The
Queen makes very much now on him indeed, as was plainly seen yesterday,
for what cause I know not yet.

[A¢ foot of page : The Countesses (of Huntly*) and Errol are returned
to their wards for avoiding and preventing of troubles in the North.
Enclosed I send you a note of French news.]

Here is still words of the Spaniards now that they are shipping horse
and putting to the sea. That Fuente is drawn near with 30,000 + men for
that purpose. And England will be now put at. And the Lord Hume has
delivered a letter which Thomas Tyry has sent and containing advertise-
ments that they are coming. And yesterday letters came to John Bogg,
the King’s porter, from a son of his with packets to some of Glasgow, etc.,
in them, which John Bogg gave to the King unopened that he might dispose
of any matters therein concerning either King or Kirk. In them was a
crucifix or like thing with a half piece of gold. The King is glad on them.
Elphinstone the Jesuit is quietly returned with commission to his Majesty
as I hear. And sundry other practisers are stolen in. Of all which the
King I hear intends to inform her Majesty sincerely and truly and would
have done it to you if you had been here, as other best devoted persons
here would have advertised secrets which they dare not reveal to others.

. The King is angry and all men fearful at the return of advertisements

hither. Yet the King knows not whom to charge therein, for if he knew he
would and be even with them. You will find that some of this country
beholden for favours in England, if they were thankful, are the greatest
informers of his Majesty and imaginers of these suspicions the King has
of the wrong advertisements he speaks on. These letters directed to Glas-
gow are apparently in my conceit for Ireland, which Fluor (Auchinross)
says will stir again without all doubt. John Baillard came to me on
Monday last telling me that at Newhaven (and not at Bordeaux as I wrote
wrong last) the Irishman was commended to him by one Irshwilliam and
sundry English priests there, that they requested him to set the priest
safe on land quietly in Scotland and he should have 20 crowns; that
hereon he taking suspicion of the man and matter told John Butler of
Newcastle of the matter and his suspicion ; that thereon John Butler
dealt with him to deliver the priest to her Majesty’s ships and promised
they should give him 5/. for his pains, and for this purpose wrote a letter

* Inserted in another hand.
t The final 0 may be intended to be struck through.
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to the rulers of her Majesty’s ships, which letter the King also has. And
at his coming hither very honestly he presented the priest and his things
to the magistrates, as I wrote. The ministers seeing his honest dealing
have moved the King to consider him, whereon the King has assigned him
100L. Scots ; yet, because the man took the priest with purpose to have
delivered him to her Majesty’s ships and that extremity of weather only
prevented his purpose, he and others have moved that he may be considered
for encouragement of him and others in like service. But I told them you
were absent, I could say nothing thereunto. If the priest had had money
(as he had none, whatever is become on that he had) the ministers meant
he should have 5/. thereof. But since there is no money on him they wish
the poor man to be otherwise holpen for this 5/. sterling ; which suppose
I put over, yet I see not but you will be dealt with as you cannot
deny it or some reward. Edinburgh, 16 January 1595. Signed : Geo:
Nicolson.

Postscript.—Staying these for Mr. Aston’s this day Dixon of Aberdeen,
a traveller for Errol by sea, is taken with a Frenchman who has nothing
found with him. But there is found on Dixon letters from Mr. James Lindsay
and other practisers. The King was this day long with Mr. Robert Bruce
and has so plainly dealt with him as Mr. Robert takes upon his conscience
the King is free of all practice and wronged by wrong informations some
way. He wishes that some were here D. (Bowes) to comfort and encourage
him in his good meaning. Mr. Robert is the discoverer of all these practisers
and has great intelligence. The King hears that the King of France is to
send hither ; but he hears also that the French King honours and trusts
Bothwell with a great charge ; which if he find true he will not then receive
the French King’s Ambassador. Some say that Bothwell is to be received
in England and the King hears but trusts it not.

3 pp. Holograph, also addrvess. Endorsed by Bowes : * Edenbr’ xvj°
Jan., Charing xxvj° ejusdem, 1595.” Names in cipher deciphered. :

Enclosure in the same.

The Pope’s bull is newly come containing the absolving of the King
with the apostolic blessing. By the same it is enjoined to his Majesty to
cause instruct the petit Prince of Condé in the Roman religion and to cause
build a monastery in every province of France, etc. Madame la Princesse
de Condé is come to justify herself of the death of her late husband before
the Court of Parliament. The reunion which is made of all the French
prognosticates the peace with the Spaniard, for Monsieur de Mercure
speaking with the deputies of the King and the good hope of issue. MonsF.
le Conte de Soissons is retired to his own house malcontent. Mons’. de
Nevers is dead. MonsT. de Guise is remaining master of the Provance, for
the Sieur de Pernon is in the end come to reason, seeing himself abandoned
with as many towns as captains of war.

De Sansie is to go to England, Du Villeroy to Spain, Monsieur le Grand
in Italy, Cardinal Toled into Flanders. And Ihear some is to come to Ter.
(Scotland) but B. (the King) will not receive them if 15 (Bothwell) be
advanced to commandment of 4000 as is said he is to be.

1 p. In Nicolson's handwriting, the deciphered words being inserted by
another hand.
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109. [Joun CorviLLE] TO [ROBERT BOwEs].

All matters here now are directed by the 8 mentioned in my former,
specially concerning his Majesty’s revenues. Yet this breeds after our
usual fashion discontentment, some nobles and former officers of estate
thinking they are unkindly handled and some zealous again in religion
suspect somewhat that the most part of the 8 be of doubtful religion, which
is not unknown to you.

We think ““ werely ”’ here that you shall be swallowed up this summer
in so much as the preparation of the Spaniard is held to be out of doubt ;
that the French King and Philip will accord, and the Estates of Holland
also will return to him. So they think you shall have no friendship but
from hence, which they say shall be effectual with this proviso that for our
present help we have a present certainty of our place and possibility and I
think this shall be the principal point of the Provost’s commission if he
come up.

According to my promise in my last I have sent herewith a minute
of the oration presented by Walter Quin the Irishman who is jealously
looked on, because the matter touched jealous Avdin (her Majesty) highly
and+(the Lord Treasurer) whom I so honour I could not keep it up, wishing
great secrecy for there be some there that be unnatural to nuperrime
(England) which would be well adverted unto. For there was never a time
more dangerous to your ‘ advertiserates ~’ nor that carries more necessity
to advertise. Alway Y (Mr. Colvill) had laid his count that no danger
here nor coldness there shall alter his inalterable zeal to the quatuor
(service) of Avdin (her Majesty).

The late apprehended Irish priest is not very straitly handled.
Alway what can be tried out of him is deferred-to be brought up with the
Provost for his better furnishing and credit. _

The same day the Lord Sanquhar upon an old acquaintance betwixt
us came unto me regretting that whereas he being in France somewhat
diseased was desirous for his health to have come home by England and
could not have that favour, desiring me to try if any ill opinion was con-
ceived of him there, offering honestly to purge himself if any such thing
were and to be a good instrument both at home and abroad ; willing me
also to labour in respect he is yet to go for his health back to Italy that some
warrant might be sent to Sir John Cary for his passport, and he doubted not
to satisfy S (Mr. Bowes) in anything can be objected against him. Which
request I could not refuse, wishing to know in humility her Majesty’s
pleasure herein. 17 January, 1595.

Postscript.—At the closing whereof I was informed that a ship was
arrived from Flanders wherein was one Elphinstone, Jesuit, brother to
one of the 8 Councillors, having with him commission both from the Pope
and Philip to deal with his Majesty and offer conditions so he will concur
against her Majesty and ““ Hugonots.” How this message will be accepted
I know not. In like manner two other Jesuits have written home to his
Majesty persuading his grace ““tymusly” to enter in friendship with
Spain, and Thomas Tyrie to the Lord Home showing that the King’s
Majesty by example of the King of France must either renounce his king-
dom or else be a Catholic ; showing that the French King and King Philip
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are to agree and that Villeroy with some others are to meet the commis-
sioners of Spain in the frontiers for that same effect. Surely all your friends
think the presence of an ambassador here more “ nor *’ needful and the
estate showing such appearance of you to resist the common enemy would
not be discouraged by that defect. Specially his Majesty is much grieved
with that matter. 17 January. Unsigned.

3 pp. In John Colville’s handwriting, also address : “To S.” En-
dorsed by Bowes : “ Mr. John Colvill xvije Januarii, Char’ xxvj° ejusdem,
1595.” Names and words in cipher deciphered.

110. RoGER AsTON TO ROBERT BOWES.

I have nothing to write of but only in my own particular turns. I
doubt not but you have extended your credit for me and as I perceive by
your letter to George that nothing is done, which I impute to my own
misfortune and not to my own deserts or want of care in you, whereof I
have had good proof. And yet it comforts me that you have gotten some
relief to yourself from me. I shall abide time and no ways cease to do that
which may advance her Majesty’s service, hoping she will have considera-
tion of him that will give his life for her. I pray you advise what you
think fit that I do. I am of opinion my own presence were best. If you
get nothing done I mean to come in Lent if I be not otherways advised by

ou.

Y I have delivered to your servant Kester Londesdal a cast of ‘‘ fere ”’
goshawks and a gerfalcon, all whole and sound. The goshawks are inter-
mewed and one of them is “ fibying,” The gerfalcon is red and not
‘“labored.” One of the goshawks I send to yourself and the other to my
‘“ commer ”’ your wife with my hearty commendations. All other things
I leave to George with whom I have communicated at length. What is
discovered by this last Frenchman and the Ireland priest who is not yet
examined more than at the first and all other things you shall be advertised
by our next.

It is here reported that the Earl Bothwell (Bodwel) is either come to
England or coming. I do not believe it to be true. It is his favourers
that gives [sic] it out. Iam assured her Majesty will not suffer him to come
there for many respects.

The King is highly offended at Dolman’s book in so much as the
ministers speaks [sic] of it in pulpit, persuading the people that that book
makes the Spaniard the lawful successor of England, which may be said
their intent is nothing but conquest. The ministers and the King were
never so great. The King takes great pains and there is a good beginning
that he will be rich shortly. These new Checker men begins [sic] very
sharp. There is nothing so much feared as the making of Mr. John
Lindsay Chancellor. It isin head and very forward. If it be not crossed,
no doubt it [will] work mischief. Holyroodhouse, 18 January. Signed :
Roger Aston.

2 pp. Holograph, also address : “ To my L. Embastor.” Endorsed
by Bowes : ‘ Hollyr’ xviij° Ja., Char’ xxvj° ejusdem, 1595.”
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111. OFFICE OF THE EXCHEQUER.

Appointment of Alexander, Lord Urquhart, President of the College
of Justice, Walter Commendator of Blantyre, Lord Privy Seal, Mr. David
Carnegie of Colluthie, Mr. John Lindsay, parson of Menmuir, Mr. James
Elphingstowne of Innernochtie, Mr. Thomas Hammiltowne of Drumcairnie,
Mr. John Skein, clerk of registrary, senators of the College of Justice, and
Mr. Peter Young of Seatowne, to administer the whole rents, maills, duties,
farms, “ cayns,” customs, fishings, *“ coallheuchs,” casualties and profits
of his Majesty, collecting of the superplus of the thirds of the benefices and
new augmentations by the annexation of the temporalty of the Kirk to the
Crown. And this said letter to be further extended in most ample form
with all clauses needful. At Holyroodhouse, the 19 day of January 1595.

3% pp.

The aforesaid commission being so granted the King gave particular
instructions and injunctions to them, which for information is thought
necessary here to adjoin.

First that the said lords shall convene for putting order to his Majesty’s
affairs in some special place appointed to that effect as oft as occasion shall
require and at least twice in the week enduring the time of the sitting of
the Lords of Session.

Item, they shall take exact trial of the present number and qualities of
the persons who have the present charge of the intromission and inbringing
of his Majesty’s rents and patrimony and set down such a convenient
number as may commodiously bring in the same to his Majesty’s use so
that a great part thereof be not exhausted by a superfluous number of
unprofitable officers. And for that effect they shall erect and choose the
meetest and most qualified persons and shall appoint such reasonable fees
and allowances whereby his Majesty may be well and profitably served.

Item, they shall retrench the superfluous number of servants in his
Majesty’s house as well of gentlemen as of officers and servants in all
degrees . . . and shall reduce his household to the estate of the time
of such of his noble progenitors as have been governed, and if the present
officers be honest and careful they shall continue so many of them as shall
be thought fit and necessary, they finding sufficient caution for their
honest service, and shall discharge their supernumerary and undue servants
that are not necessary and shall modify to them honest fees and allowances
and shall take such order anent the premises which they shall cause to be
kept and observed in time coming.

Item, they shall see and provide that his Majesty’s house be stocked
and served with his own victuals, wheat . . . herring and other
“cayns ” and customs so far as the same may extend and that none of
them be sold or otherways *“ disponed ’ until his Majesty’s house be first
sufficiently served. And the superplus of victuals or others foresaid if any
shall be resting shall be sold to the utter avail and for such prices as the
like stuff shall give in the sheriffdom where they lie. And the said Auditors
of Exchequer shall do their exact diligence that all sorts of provisions

* So dated here but the commission is entered in the P.C. register under date 9th
January.
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requisite for his Majesty’s house shall be timeously provided and laid in
store that his Majesty may be well and easily stocked.

Item, for the more easy entertainment of the house they shall foresee
how his Majesty’s parks and forests may be plenished with all kind of store
convenient for them before “ beltown *’ next to come.

Iiem, that his Majesty’s brewsters and other officers accustomed to
furnish his house shall give as much bread, drink and other furnishing of
his wheat, beer and other stuff whereof they have the holding as other
provident subjects within the realm accustomed to receive the stuff being
of equal goodness.

Item, that weekly once or twice one of the said lords shall sit upon the
audit of the house and diet book, shall mark and control the expenses and
shall repair the abuses and reform the same as shall be found contrary to
the order set down anent the householding.

Item, that all pensions, rewards, fees and ‘‘ gratitudes ~’ proceeding
from his Majesty’s liberality to any of his servants or others his subjects
be no otherways admitted or allowed in Exchequer except they be reduced
or allowed to a special liquidate sum of usual money of this realm. And
if they be excessive to be reduced to such mediocrity as his Majesty’s
liberalities be not hurtful to his estate.

Item, that the said lords shall no ways consent to any licences for
transporting of forbidden goods until first trial be taken if the inhabitants
of the country being well stocked may spare the same; and they being
well served next regard shall be had to his Majesty’s commodities in
compounding of the said licences as the weightiness of the cause shall
require.

Item, that nothing shall pass the Treasurer’s registry without consent
of the said lords, at the least five of them convened in the Exchequer, and
that they shall be compositors with the Treasurer in all things concerning
his office and thereto none of the compositions be disponed without his
advice and that they shall assist and concur with his Majesty’s Treasurer
and his depute in all things of his office which may redound to his Majesty’s
commodity.

Item, all compters of his Majesty’s rents, property, casualty, collectory
and others they being ordinary officers conform to the commission given to
them they shall take diligent heed that no just charge be omitted nor
unjust charge admitted but such as shall be necessary, lawful and instantly
verified with present acquittances, so that his Majesty be not prejudged
with any wrong ““ compt ~’ and unreasonable allowance.

Item, that no “ signatours,” gifts nor dispositions whatsoever be given
or granted but conform to the ordinance of the Lords of Council and Ex-
chequer subscribed by his Majesty and publicly proclaimed at Mercate
Cross of Edinburgh 25 March last bypast.

The aforesaid commissions, injunctions and instructions being pre-
sented to the Octavians together with a desire from the King to give
their oaths solemnly for the due prosecution thereof, which commission
and injunctions they having considered, they before they would accept
the same did resolve to send some of their number to the King,
showing that as they were ready to obey his Majesty’s commands in the
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prosecution of the foresaid commission, yet finding that they could not be
able to answer his expectation therein, unless it would please him to con-
descend to several articles which was thought necessary for the strengthen-
ing of their hands in the prosecution of the said commission ; which articles
being presented to the King and after consideration thereof was agreed
unto.
Articles craved by his Majesty’s Councillors whom he
burdened with the commission of Exchequer to be promised
and performed in verbo principis.

For the first it is desired by the said lords auditors that his Majesty
for the better furtherance of his affairs will promise never to solicit nor
request, ““ boast nor minasce " directly nor indirectly any of the said
lords to do anything contrary to the tenor of the commission granted to
them or the form of oath made by them in favour of any person to his own
hurt and prejudice. .

Item, that his Majesty will promise faithfully to subscribe nothing
concerning the collectory, comptrollery nor treasury of augmentations
until the same be first seen and found reasonable by the said lords sitting
in Exchequer in ordinary number [in margin: (?) by the Treasurer] and
hereafter presented to his Majesty by him having commission to his
Majesty from the rest for that effect.

Item, his Majesty denudes himself at this time of the choosing and

- electing of any persons to be his Highness’s advocate but shall give power

to the said lords to elect and choose a qualified man to be his advocate in
case of death or deprivation or admission [sic, ? rectius demission] of any
of them who presently serves in the said office.

Item, that his Majesty shall approve and allow the order which shall
be set down anent his house and ‘‘esquyrie,” number of persons and
measure of expenses, hearing and controlling of the diet book and nightly
accounts and shall not for importunity of any particular person desire the
same to be broken, and that his Majesty will cause my lord Duke of Lennox
as chamberlain of Scotland to hold hand to the keeping of good order in
the house and punishing of transgressors thereof as his lordship may
goodly do the same and shall be requisite to that effect.

Item, seeing the property when it was in the best estate was not

" sufficient to sustain the charges of his Majesty’s house but that there was’

yearly great sums of money taken forth of the Treasury for the entertain-
ment thereof, as the profit of the “ coynzie "’ [coinage] these two years
bygone to the sum of 50,000 m[arks] yearly. That therefore his Majesty
considering the wrecked condition of his property not able to sustain his
house one quarter of a year will before the expiring of the profit of the
““ coynzie " house appoint certain subsidies out of the casualties or treasury
of England, whereupon his Majesty’s house must be holden.

Item, that all compositions of casualties be disponed to the sustenta-
tion of his Majesty’s house and affairs.

Item, that the receiver of the annuity of England be appointed by
advice and consent of the said lords and that no part thereof be disponed

‘until his Majesty be first served and the residue be disponed with their

consent. on his Majesty’s most necessary affairs and that the said sum be
VOL. XII. : E
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part thereof be disponed otherways nor said is the Compter not to be
discharged thereof.

Which articles being condescended upon the 25 day of January, 1595,
and produced to the Octavians, they thereupon upon the 26 Jan. following
did meet and the oath being presented to them they did solemnly swear it.
Which oath in respect of the strictness thereof is thought necessary to be

set down.
Printed in extenso The form of the Oath taken by the Octavians, Com-
Privy Counai of missioners of Exchequer.

Scotland, v, 257,
258.

Begins : We undersubscribers Councillors and Auditors of his High-
ness’s Exchequer.

Ends : By these presents subscribed with our hands at Holyroodhouse
the 9 day of January 1595. Sic subscribitur : Seatown, Urqrt:, Colluthie,
minor [sic, ? Menmuir], Clericus Regr, Blantyr, Elphingstowne, Mr. Thomas
Hammiltown, P. Young of Seatown, Mr. Alliemosinar.

pace the soals Directions set down to the Octavians.

e ub- Imprimis to give a charge to John Oliphant to pass nothing [sic] the
Exchequer. seals except the same be subscribed by the Commissioners.

That no clerk be Item, that no inferior clerk, depute to the Clerk of the Registrary or
Excheauer but . Other, shall be present in time of Council but shall remain and wait upon
Process. the direction to be given to them according to their offices in the  Utter "

house.

Dt e ek e Item, that no clerk or other person keeper of our Registrary, which
rents. may control any intromettor with the King’s rents shall be intromettors

or uptake any of the said rents or any part thereof but that the said offices
shall be divided and severally possessed with divers persons to the effect
the one may better control the other.

Item, that there be two under receivers and chamberlains of the King’s
rents of his property, collectory of the superplus of the thirds of benefices,
temporalty of kirk lands annexed to the Crown, the one upon the south
side of the water of Forth, the other upon the north side thereof, who shall

Trat two e . be qualified persons and shall find caution and surety in the burgh of
thenortbiand  Edinburgh of their faith and fidelity in the administration of their offices ;

another for the

southand caution which office shall be given to them by the Lords Auditors of Exchequer for

found in Edin-

burgh. one year or such space of time as they shall think good and expedient
ad ipsorum bene placitum. o
[That all chamber- Item, all chamberlains and receivers of the King’s rents in time bygone

lains as well herit-

able as othersbe he discharged of their offices in all time coming both heritable chamberlains

ot with the. and others removable and that none of them intromit with any of the King’s

special command Tents without special command and commission of the Lords Auditors of
and commission. Exchequer.

Item, that an Act be made by the Lords of Session and publication

be made thereof because [sic, ? rectius bearing] that all and sundry the

King’s lands and rents shall make thankful payment to the King’s

Chamberlains of their farms, maills and duties yearly in Edinburgh and

[Cllausesimitant. £5ling thereof in case two terms run in [Afatus] their *“ infeftments,” rents
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and rights to be null in such form and manner as if the said provision
were expressly contained in their said * infeftments " and rights in such
sort that ratione nature obligationis tantum sew non expressum in hoc casu
tanti [hiatus] quantum expressum in respect of the common law and
practique observed in kirk lands whereof the superiority now pertains to
the King and therefore *“ bruick and joyce the samen’ being supreme
head of this realm and having no peer in privilege or immunity within
the same.

Item, that all “ writters ” to the King’s officers [sic].

Item, that all copies of suspensions and others against the King be
delivered to the Clerk of Registrary that catalogue thereof may be made
and given to the advocate to be called.

Item, the “ decreits ” of removing anent the King’s parks be extracted
and that John Jentown compeer before the Lords of Exchequer on Monday
bringing with him the summons of removing against the possessors of the
King’s parks to the effect the deed may be extracted conform thereto
and put to execution conform to the law.

Item, a missive to be written to Sir James Maxwell to know of him
the names of all persons who promised to give any plenishing to the King’s
parks, how “ meikle ”’ was promised, what kind of cattle was granted and
at what time the same should be delivered.

Item, that John Oliphant produce his register wherein he registered
the signatures on Monday, that the same be visited and noted by the Clerk
of Registrary conform to the Act of Parliament.

Item, that John Robertsone, sheriff clerk of Lanark, compeer the
twenty day of February and produce his books of hornings and suspensions
since the year of God inclusive 1588 and the authentic double thereof
subscribed by him to remain in the Registrary. And that he shall find
caution that day in Edinburgh to make his sheriff ““ compts "’ yearly and
“sicklike "’ [likewise] to produce to the Exchequer the extract of all
hornings each year during the time of his office.

6 pp. Written in a nearly contemporary hand.*

[?1595-6]1 112. ROGER ASTON TO JAMES HUDSON.

Jan. 20.

Since the direction of my other letters to Mr. Porter I have had no
occasion to write, neither yet have, except that I would continue my

- former resolution to visit you as occasion may serve.

The King has daily attended to hear answer of his former letters to
her Majesty which at length came and were delivered by George Nicolson
about the 10th instant bearing date the 6th of the last month. The King
was very well content with the letters in respect they agreed to deliver
pledges for Buccleuch, although those that were delivered before could not
be had, yet there might be others chosen in their places to the which
the King does very well agree and thereafter will deliver pledges both for
the West and Middle March.

We were something hot at the Parliament and many bruits was [sic]

* Addit. MS. 24,275 is a miscellaneous entry book containing entries ranging between
1596 and 1660.
T The letter is so dated in Thorpe’s Calendar, but from its contents appears to belong to
the year 1597-8.
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spread here by such as are enemies to the religion and amity but now we
are very well settled and all those bruits lie down. It is a full conclusion
here and the King daily discourses when any purpose of England comes in.
Speaking either in his chamber private or to such as he will be plain with
he says his intention is never to attempt anything against her Majesty
but to entertain the peace and if she will esteem of him he will follow her
above all the world. If she will not he will seek his friends not to trouble
her estate but to make himself able, if God should call her Majesty before
him. That which I fear most is our papists is [sic] growing in credit. The
Earl of Errol is become a great courtier and is lodging in the King’s house.
If Huntly durst abide here, he had been great. Mr. James Elveston
[Elphinstone], a man suspected in religion, is made Secretary. The late
Secretary has given over his office to him. The Earl of Angus has been
here very great in credit and there is a great intelligence passes between
sundry here and the L. Soyer (?). The Earl of Errol presses to be Chan-
cellor. If that be, the most part of the offices of state are in papists’
hands, except the Treasurer who demitted his office to Thomas Foulis,
except only the name and the other to receive all and pay all, which he did
20 days. In that time finding himself not able to discharge the place, on
Monday last [he] fell by his wits and has lain ever since in great extremity
not like to live. The King lays the whole charge of that office to the
Treasurer again, who has taken him to advise. For two days there is a
plot laid to displace him, which he foresees and therefore will take the whole
charge himself.

The Duke and the Lord Hamilton are agreed and the castle of Dum-
barton shall be delivered to the Duke on Saturday next. The Duke is
preparing himself to go to France. He shall have special commission from
the King. Heis purposed to come through England and would be employed
there but that is not yet thought meet but rather to send some other
nobleman thither. The Earl of Mar was thought meetest. Who will be
resolved upon as yet is not known. It is here advertised that Sir Robert
Cecil is going to France to stay the agreement between France and Spain
or else to stir up the Protestants to take arms. This comes from Mr.
Archibald Douglas as I am informed. It is advertised here from Denmark
that her Majesty has sent powder and bullet to the Turk. The Lord
Danywel being employed from the King of Poule [Poland] has gotten his
answer with a chain of 300 crowns. He has gotten a commission for men
to be employed to Sweden but has no money to “ leftt ’ [levy ?] them,
neither is any willing to go there because the last that went were cruelly
slain.

We look daily to hear that the gratuity should be paid which will stop
the moves of many. If it be not, it will give occasion to all to speak their
pleasures. Sir William Bowes is looked for here within three or four days.
Thereafter we shall see how matters will frame. The King is now busy with
the ministers in providing them stipends and is to place bishops in every
diocese. Holyroodhouse, 20 January. Signed : Roger Aston.

3. pp. Holograph, also address : “ To his loving brother Mr. James
Hudson.” Seal. Endorsed: * 1595 (?), 20 Jan. Mr. Roger Aston to
my Mr.” :
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113. ArcHIBALD DougcrLas To THE LorRD HIGH TREASURER OF
ENGLAND.

I received such letters as come from Scotland directed to your lordship
for my brother bearing date 9 January, for which I give you most hearty
thanks.

The contents of the said letters bear many particularities of the present
state of that realm. Of the most part of them I believe your lordship
may be informed by others, which makes me forbear to be tedious in the
repetition of them.

The sum that concerns myself is that before the return of Mr. Richard
Douglas Alexander Home (Howme) of North Berwick was made choice of to
be sent in this realm and to her Majesty instructed for the most part even as
was craved to be sent to the laird of Wemyss being in this country, together
with some further demands. But now upon the said Mr. Richard’s return
all that matter is delayed unto such time as deliberation shall be taken
whether commission shall be sent hither to me to deal alone in such
matters as the King would have delivered to her Majesty or if the said
Alexander shall hold forthwith his journey, and both to deal jointly in
those matters. What is resolved in this matter I do not as yet understand.
It may be that your lordship ere this time has received more certain
information thereof by others by reason that these letters remained
certain time at Berwick for that Captain Carvoll was absent at Carlisle
to whom they were directed. '

There is a gentleman to be sent from the King to France but what
matter he shall carry I do not yet understand. But if he comes not through
this country I look shortly to receive advertisement what instructions he
shall have. The King of late has taken great pains to reform certain
abuses and errors committed by others in his realm, wherein has his travail
not a little already prevailed, in the doing whereof at this present he follows
the counsel and advice of such as were elected councillors to the Queen
his bedfellow.

Justice courts are to be holden on all the Marches of Scotland for
punishing of such as do or have committed any misdemeanour in England.
They have already taken beginning in the most by commission to the
Lord Hume and to divers other gentlemen deputed judges for that effect.

If T had been in good state to travel I would have repaired to your
lordship to have made you acquainted with more particulars which I am
forced for some wants to forbear at this time and until your coming to this
town. 21 January. Signed: A. Douglas.

13 pp. Holograph, also address. Endorsed : “ 21 Jan. 1595.”

114. James VI 10 JAMES HUDSON.

As we have usually heretofore received courtesy of a licence to
one of our subjects for transport and homebringing of certain drinking
beer to the provision of our house, we have taken occasion hereby
to desire you to travail and intercede by the accustomed mean for
a licence of thirty tuns of beer to be brought here by this bearer,
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George Smyt. From our palace of Holyroodhouse, 24 Jan. 1595. Signed :
James R.

% p. Addressed : ‘“ To our trusty servitor James Hudsoun, resident
at London.” Endorsed.

115. GEORGE NicoLsoN TO ROBERT BOWES.

Your last of the 15th hereof signifying her Majesty’s goodness to you
and your return : for the former, will do good in whatsoever you shall be
here employed in ; and for the latter, it is likely to stay the coming to
our Court of the Provost for some longer time till they see whether you
come or not. Now upon a second advice the King has appointed Mr.
David Lindsay to go with the Provost in hope that the things to be pro-
poned shall be better regarded with her Majesty because Mr. David is of
the Kirk whom they conceive her Majesty both favours and trusts. So
as I trust if you come within these 14 days making advertisement still
thereof, you shall come before the King’s Ambassadors go. But as yet the
matters they are to be employed [in] is [sic] kept close and quiet.

At your coming you will find Res. (the Church) suspicious of the 8
lords and 58 (Sir George Hume), 59 (Blantyre) and 62 (Clerk Register) also,
and likewise 57 (Master of Glamis) and 69 (Buccleuch) malcontent and
at their plottings. So as you will see shortly troubles arise hereon. 59
(Blantyre) said to Mor (Nicolson) that so long as he saw the 4 of the
Queen’s side run an upright course he would concur with them ; but if
ever he saw them minded otherways he would give over all. He freely
protests to be for the common cause and # quatuor (her Majesty’s service)
with his duty to 4 (the King). The Queen’s 4 are judged shall seek the
greatest offices. The Master of Glamis is quiet here, yet 26 (Hume) and
69 (Buccleuch) have been with him, for what cause I know not.

The matter stands so hard between the 2 lairds as friends dare not
bring them together to move friendship between them for fear of mischief.
Nicholas Kerncorse and Andrew Ker of Newbottle are under trysting for
making of a friendship and they think it yet reconcileable, but Cessford
has spoken so far as I believe it not reconcileable.

Glencairn sent excuse but the King in fury thereat would not allow
thereon, but meant to ride on him and the Master of Eglinton also (who
likewise made excuse) this next week. But these parties hearing thereof
intend to compere and thereby pacify and stay the King’s journey.

8 (Angus) was quiet here as I heard. He seemed to have errand to
seek Res. (the Kirk) but dealt not therein. One afar off told this to Mor
(Nicolson) saying he gave counsel 8 (Angus) should seek A. (her Majesty’s)
favour and help therein. What he did here or what the Crew (Papist Earls)
is doing I cannot tell but you will know when you come.

The Earls papists are thought shall be aided with foreign forces to the
number of 6000.

My Lady Huntly is coming to Stirling to her ward and the Duke
gone to meet her.

You will find much privy speeches concerning the King’s title. He
has sundry times as I hear protested never to wish her Majesty’s hurt for
his advancement, nor to intend any hurt to any that were of the assise of
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his mother ; so as he find their favours when time serves, he says, etc.
These I write as things not appertaining to me otherways than for your
advertisement. You will find his Majesty also something angry with you
as if you had now in our Court not been his friend. But these matters as
are thought do arise of the hard informations of some of Ter (Scotland)
[In margin : 65 (the Secretary), 75 (Mr. David Foulis) and others] that
have found better favour in Pa. (England) and ought to have done better
offices both towards you and better there. Yet your own presence will
dash them and acquit yourself I suspect in such sort as these discontent-
ments will not be once moved or showed to you. I assure you the very
hearing now of your coming and the appearance thereof by making of
our provisions already comforts the best sort to whom you will be welcomer
than ever. The dearth is so extreme as you must either come with a very
small number or be undone. Edinburgh, 25 January 1595. Signed : Geo:
Nicolson.

13 pp. Holograph, also address. Endorsed by Bowes: ‘‘ Edenbr’
xxv° Ja., Char’ primo Febr. 1595.” Names in cipher deciphered.

116. QUEEN ELIZABETH TO THE QUEEN OF SCOTLAND.

By a servant of ours of such trust as is this gentleman well known to
you (whom now we do return to exercise of his charge of our Ambassador
towards the King our good brother) we would not omit to salute you with
assurance of the continuance of such kindness as we have always professed
towards you, although the good intelligence heretofore offered on your
part have of late passed under greater silence than we would have expected.
And yet such is our inclination still to hold a firm correspondency with you
upon all occasions whereby we may demonstrate our care either towards
yourself or to the King our brother as we have given in charge to this our
faithful servant sincerely affected to the preservation of perfect amity
between both kingdoms both freely to impart with your Highness carefully
to deliver over to us such things as you shall at any time think meet for
our understanding, who never will be found behind with any offices of our
kindness and affection. ‘‘ At Richm[ond], 28 Ja.”

Postscript of her Majesty’s own hand.—Sister, 1 beseech you let a few
of your own lines satisfy me in some one point that is boasted of against
you, which this bearer shall tell you. :

3 p. Copy. Endorsed by Sir Robert Cecil’s clerk : “ 28 Jann. 1595.
Copy of a letter to the Q. Scott. from her Majesty by Mr. Bowes.”

117. GEoRGE NiIcoLsoN TO ROBERT BOWES.

On Tuesday last I received your worship’s last of the 18th hereof
directing me to renew your licence for your coming hither. Whereon
I repaired to his Majesty moving him for the same, who saying it was but
reason and should be done with good will willed me to go to the Secretary
to get it made and it should be done ; which is done accordingly and which
according to your direction I have sent herewith to Berwick to be there for
your coming. It is large and free as you will perceive. Albeit this assures
your coming hither with speed to the causing of the most to wish the stay
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of the Provost till your coming, yet I hear the King is now earnest to have
his Ambassador gone, saying the things to be committed to his Ambassador’s

‘hands lie not in your way to do anything in, but in himself only to satisfy

her Majesty towards him, as also that he knows the most of the matters
you are to be directed in. This I hear, as likewise that about the 4th hereof
[sic] the Provost must set forwards. Yet M (Mr. Aston) thinks they must
yet stay longer, not for your coming but for provisions and it may be so.
Yet because of the uncertainty hereof I shall still advertise your worship
in this point, as I hear. G (Mr. David Lindsay) says the King is angry
that they are not gone and has sent to North Berwick for the Provost to
come hither that he may speedily dispatch them. So as if you desire to be
here ere they take their journey, you must write me that you are in your
journey and ““ furtherly ” therein and I shall handle the matter as I may.

On Sunday last one Richard Peryman of Allbroughe [Aldborough],
skipper of the Hope Well of Dunnage, came hither showing unto me that
the Earl of Orkney had taken the ship and goods therein, viz. 58 lasts of
wheat, 20 ship pounds of wax, a pack of cloth, with other things put at
Melluyn in Daskin in the ship by Ric. Price, factor for Mr. Orfley [Offlley]
and others of London, and to have carried for London. I thereon carrying
the skipper to his Majesty told his Majesty thereof, who says he ghall see
justice done and be ““ procutor ” therein himself for the English and see
they shall not want “ a plack.” And with this answer the skipper is to
go soon as the wind serves to inform the owners of all things. But in as
much as you will be here to help this matter, for it will need your help, I
leave the rest with some secrets therein to your coming.

The King has sent James Read to my Lord of Mar to move my Lord
to give note of all the ““ dependours "’ of the young Prince that the super-
fluous may be discharged as is in the King’s house to the number 70
persons, as also to take and give assurance with the Livingstones and
Bruces his neighbours. For the first, it will touch my Lord of Mar’s
entertainment for his helping of the young Prince ; for the second, if he
obey not at this request he must be commanded and forced to do it. The
Earl of Glencairn delaying his coming is committed to ward and must
be punished by the purse for his contempt and forced to give and take
assurances with the Montgomeries for one whole year. The sheriffs of

‘Aire, Calder, Sir James Sandelandes and Kerse are come in upon the King’s

charge for the feud between them, Montrose and Thornydikes, but Mon-
trose excuses his coming by sickness. Whereon the King has written to
him and sent him the assurance to subscribe, with charge to the Earl (if
he subscribe not) to compere the 4th hereof, all excuses set apart. My
Lord Herries has taken and given assurance with Johnstone and is at
liberty, and so will Drumlanrig be shortly. My Lord Hamilton is written
for to come to the King. His friends think it is to get him to deliver my
Lord Maxwell to the Queen who would have him for some friend. The
King is so resolute to all agreements of feuds against this time as they
adventure to excuse but not deny their coming. At your coming your
worship shall have catalogue of the diets appointed for the “ feaders ™
to come in.

As to horners the King is as severe therein and begins to reign and rule
like himself. The Master of Glamis is still quiet, not yet released from all
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his hornings but agreeing with his creditors for the same. Cessford is also
quiet here for like causes also. ‘Glamis is very sorry for Buccleuch and
Cessford’s emulation but cannot yet help it for all his travails. If he could
he would yet be in hope by the old faction to prevent his casting off, as he
accounts he is now by this new course of the 8. I hear he will be at a point
within 3 or 4 days for his hornings and go abroad. But suppose Buccleuch
credit” Glamis, Cessford does not, so as he can do no good yet between
them. Yet I cannot see matters so clear but Glamis may arise and troubles
also.

The Sessions are broken up for the musters and a general fast to be on
Sunday and Tuesday next, the days before and after the muster.

As yet there is no warden appointed for the West, neither will be
before yourself come and urge it. Whereon to satisfy her Majesty I think
the King intends to go to Dumfries soon after your coming to quiet those
parts. My Lord Sempill is come home and rather suspected to be a
Bothweller than a papist. So the King thinks on him I hear. At your
coming more will be opened to you and therefore seeing you are to be here
shortly I write in many things sparingly. At-Edinburgh, 29 January 1595.
Signed : Geo: Nicolson.

2 pp. Holograph, also address. Endorsed by Bowes.

'118. ARTICLES FOR ROBERT BOWES.

A note for the declaration of her Majesty’s pleasure and directions to
Robert Bowes in these heads following.

The King of Scots.

1. First, her Majesty’s letter to be addressed to the King and instruc-
tions to be given in writing in all the affairs and matters to be negotiated
with the King and estate in Scotland by Robert Bowes, to be employed
and returned thither for her Majesty’s service.

2. The journey of the Ambassadors preparing to be sent to her Majesty
by the King may be deferred or broken. And that the motion of any of
their errands (unfit for the present condition of this time and state of
causes) may be dissuaded and stayed. The means and manner for the
accomplishment of the effects to be directed.

3. If any question of her Majesty’s knowledge or mind or other
occasion of discourse touching Robert Doleman’s book shall be offered by
the King to Bowes, what answers shall be made to the same.

4. The effects of the advice to the King for the custody of the body
of the Prince. And in whose hands the same shall remain or be commended.

5. What course shall be taken with the King upon the information
or common bruits that he is tempted or inclining to enter into any con-
federacy or intelligence with the King of Spain or any other Catholic
prince or person.

6. The answers to the King for his satisfaction in the contents of his
letters and requests to her Majesty, namely for the 1000/ required to have
been delivered for him to Thomas Foulis.

The Queen of Scots.

7. Her Majesty’s letter to the Queen mentioning the receipt of the

ET
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Queen’s letter to her Majesty and delivered by Bowes, with her Majesty’s
answer and compliments to the Queen’s letter and to her requests.

8. Whether upon recount of her Majesty’s love and kindness towards
the Queen at the delivery of that letter, the same shall be accompanied
with any advice or warning to beware to prefer or cherish any suspected
in religion and to prevent the bruits and jealousies arising hereby, how far
and in what manner the same shall be done.

9. If the Queen shall again seek to draw the Prince out of the keeping
of Mar, whether covert or other means shall be sought to preserve the
Prince still in Mar’s custody. Her Majesty’s pleasure to grant her picture
to be given to the Queen agreeable to her earnest desire herein.

Argyll, MacLean and others.

10. What course shall be taken and holden with the Earl of Argyll,
MacLean and their instruments. Whether they or any of them shall be
further dealt with and entertained, either for any personal service against
Tyrone or other of her Majesty’s rebels in Ireland, or to restrain the repair
of the Scottish men into Ireland to the aid of rebels there or for other
service there. What especial service shall be demanded of him. What
consideration shall be given severally to Argyll, MacLean or any for such
services. And order to be provided for performance of all accords with
them.

11. What shall be answered and done to them (namely to Argyll and
MacLean) for their former kindness and good offices offered ; whether the
gold chain in the hands of Bowes and to have been presented to MacLean
shall be delivered to him ; or that he shall be further satisfied in his
expectation of 1000 crowns looked for and oftentimes required by him.
What answers shall be made to MacLean in his requests to her Majesty for
her letters in his favour severally to the King and to the Prior of Blantyre
and for her Majesty’s grace to be showed at his suit for the life and liberty
of John Neyle his kinsman and presently in the gaol of Exeter for the
slaughter of an Englishman.

The papist lords.

12. Whether in her Majesty’s name the King and religious in Scotland
shall be stirred against Angus, Huntly, Errol and every of them ; how
far it shall be laboured and proceeded to defeat them, their designs and
practices, to intercept their letters and messages* in all places, to send
them into England or otherwise to provide for their punishment as occasion
shall best serve.

Bothwell.

13. Directions to be given to Bowes for his course touching Bothwell
for the best contentment of the King, for breach of confederacy betwixt the
papist Earls and Bothwell by the good means of his religion and loyal
triends in Scotland, and for recovery of the King’s grace towards him in
due season and manner and with the King’s own good liking.

14. The choice of the person to be preferred to the office of Chancellor
specially in Mar, Blantyre and others well affected in religion and to the
amity betwixt these two nations. And the means to be used as well to
effect the same as also to bar the suspected.

5. What answer shall be given to the Lord John Hamilton

* ‘“ Messengers *’ in the copy.
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(Hambleton) in his often requests for powder and some munition for
defence of Dumbarton against the attempts of the Spaniards.

16. Orders for preservation of the peace of the Borders, for the meeting
of wardens and officers to answer each other according to the ancient
customs and treaties, or to agree with particular persons meeting at
appointed trists for their particular redresses.

17. What courses shall be taken with Buccleuch and young Cessford
for the attempts in England and namely by Cessford, how far and what
manner redresses shall be demanded at the King’s hands. -

18. What answer shall be given by Bowes to Buccleuch in the con-
tents of his former letters severally to the Earl of Essex, Sir Thomas
Heneage (Henneag) and Bowes. Whether he and his devotion promised
to her Majesty shall be still entertained with fair compliments or otherwise
to be left to his own course.

19. Answers to be given to the laird of Wemyss expecting her Majesty’s
mind and resolution in his late suit to her Majesty and to be certified to
him at Bowes’s return into Scotland.

20. What course shall be taken with Mr. John Colville in regard of his
good offices and readiness with protestation to continue the same for her
Majesty’s service to the uttermost of his power.

21. That Roger Aston in his great pains and services for her Majesty
may be comforted and directed for continuance of his services and address
of his advertisements.

22. What Bowes shall do to any Englishman or stranger in Scotland
practising intelligence there and not known to have any allowance by her
Majesty or any of her Council or officer authorised. '

23. Finally : that directions required by Bowes in cases of difficulty
(and for the best guiding of his proceedings) may be returned timely to
him. And order to be given him to whom he shall address his letters and
advertisements for her Majesty’s service.

3% pp. In the handwriting of Sir Robert Cecil’s clerk. Endorsed :
*“3 Feb. 1595. Mr. Bowes articles.”

Copy of the foregoing articles, with note at head: ‘ Mr. Bowes
departed out of London the seventh of this month towards Scotland.”

332 pp. A fair copy in the same handwriting as the foregoing.

119. ANSWERS TO MR. BOWES’S ARTICLES.

To the first: He is to have her Majesty’s own letters to the King
wherein, besides the credit to be given to him as her Majesty’s Ambassador,
some cause would be impressed of his long absence by reason of his private
causes which had been hindered by his service in Scotland.

2. Tt would be understood by under hand upon what causes and for
what matters the King has any meaning to send any special person to her
Majesty and for stay thereof the ambassador may give advice privately
to some of the Council that are privy thereof to spare the charge of sending
of any, but rather to impart the same to the ambassador who may advertise
her Majesty and procure answer. But if he shall perceive that it is meant
to crave more money, he may say that he knows that her Majesty has
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been so deeply charged with the help of the French King, without which
he had not now possessed his crown, and with the charge about the sup-
pression of the rebellion in Ireland stirred up by the King of Spain, beside
her present charges in setting forth her navy with a great army to withstand
the King of Spain who has in readiness a mightier army to come against
England than he had in '88; so as he neither dare propound any such
demand nor thinks that her Majesty can assent thereto.

3. If speech be used of that pernicious book named by one Robert
Dolman he may truly say that the said name is but usurped for it has been
compiled in Spain by one Persons [Parsons], an English traitor and a
Jesuit, with the conferences of sundry other English traitors living of the
King of Spain’s pensions. And the King may manifestly see the whole
scope of the book to prefer a colourable title to succeed to this crown of
England after the Queen’s Majesty ; and the ambassador shall do well to
incense the King there to take the King of Spain as his enemy and so to
account all his subjects that have recourse to the King of Spain or to the
Pope to have rebellious hearts against the King.

4. The ambassador finding the King’s disposition not to remove the
custody of the Prince from the Earl of Mar, by the practice of certain
noblemen being not men well content to procure the Queen to press the same
to satisfy such discontented noblemen, he may say that though the King
has not imparted this matter to her Majesty, yet if he should desire her
advice therein she would truly counsel him to persist in the custody of his
son to remain where he may be most assured that none of his discontented
noblemen should have power to make their advantage in withstanding of
the King by getting into their possession the person of the Prince and
thereby to cover their treasonable attempts against the King himself,
as has been attempted heretofore both in that realm and here in England.

5. The ambassador may take knowledge of such rumours but her
Majesty assures herself of the King’s wisdom that he cannot be persuaded
that the Spaniard ever intends any purpose by what colour soever he may
give thereto but the end for his own advantage.

6. The ambassador need not take knowledge hereof.

7, 8. He is to have a letter from her Majesty to the King both of
credit and otherwise as it may please her Majesty by her letter or by
message to let the Queen understand that she has found it strange that
considering the differences that she has heard to have of late time passed
betwixt the King and her she has by no means imparted her mind to her
Majesty, whereto her Majesty would have according to her professed amity,
and had been agreeable for them both being Queens, have friendly given
her advice : and as her [Majesty] understands by common report that she
has been abused by some noblemen, that are not dutifully disposed to
please the King, to press the King to assent to have the Prince removed
where the King has of best trust committed him to be kept and colourably
to move her to sue for the same against the King’s will, who by likelihood
justly conceives that this is but the practice of such as have stirred her
thereto not with any sincerity of mind to have her long to possess her son,
but to attain him to be at their commandment to be used to accomplish
their undutiful purposes against the King, whereof she may be informed
of like dangerous attempts attempted both in that realm and in this also.



James VI.
1595-6.

CALENDAR OF SCOTTISH PAPERS. 141

Beside this, the ambassador may inform the Queen that her Majesty has
good cause to think that the Queen is abused by some of these that have
provoked her to seek to remove the Prince from the place where the King
has committed him, for that it is very certainly known to her Majesty that
some of these have assured the Pope by their own speeches that they
doubted not but to move the Queen to change her religion contrary to the
King’s mind. Yea, some of them have also secretly reported that the
Queen has in her own heart changed her religion and that she is secretly
reconciled to the Church of Rome, but to this latter report the Queen’s
Majesty is very loth to give that credit that she has cause to give to the
former, and yet her Majesty cannot but for her professed friendship to
her but to [sic] inform her hereof, considering she is in a strange country,
though she be a Queen there, where there is no party of her blood or of
convenient quality and degree to deal with her in such difficult matters
as these are to show the fruits of true friendship.

9. The ambassador may by the former next answers understand how
to behave himself without showing any open disposition to nourish the
difference betwixt the King and Queen.

10, 11. He may forbear to deal herein until her Majesty shall
understand further out of Ireland.

12. The ambassador needs not to make any question hereof but to
do his best to deface and withstand all attempts of papists using the credit
of the churchmen to provide for the same.

13. There shall be order taken how he may be relieved secretly and
yet the ambassador shall not neglect any occasion that may be offered to
him without offending of the King to procure his restitution.

14: The ambassador shall consider of the disposition of such as are
eligible to the office and favour such as shall be best affected to religion
and to the amity of the princes and the common peace of both realms.

15. He may declare the great expenses of her Majesty of all manner
of munition both in France, the Low Countries and now in Ireland, where
by way of complaint he may say that the Earl of Tyrone and O’Donnell
have all this last year past had all their provision of powder from Glasgow.

16. The ambassador shali largely declare to the King the great
disorders upon all the Borders, in some place for lack of wardens, in some
other for want of any good disposition to do justice, and in some by their
personal incursions committing not only robberies and burning of houses
but of murdering of peaceable subjects, and for his larger information
to make the complaints manifest the 3 wardens of England shall be
commanded to send him the particularities of the disorder.

17, 18. Upon information given to the ambassador from the wardens
opposite to Buccleuch and Cessford he may deal thereupon with the
King and if he may have speech with them he may also expostulate with
either of them and put young Cessford in remembrance of her Majesty’s
goodness to him to the safety of his life ; and he may tell Buccleuch that
at his coming from Rome through England he made a firm promise to have
demeaned himself in his office otherwise to her Majesty and her subjects
than he has done ; and he may add thereto that, though there was cause
to doubt him to have professed papistry at Rome, yet he voluntarily
professed here in England the contrary ; but how he is now affected therein
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her ?&ajesty leaves it to his own conscience by his actions to make
proof.

19. The ambassador may say he has heard no speech thereof.

20. He may also use some dilatory good speeches both to him and
Wemyss without appearing to have any knowledge from her Majesty.

21. He shall be secretly relieved and would be comforted to continue
his faithfulness.

22. He shall do well to advertise of any such and expect answer.

23. Her Majesty will appoint him to whom he shall address his letters.

S pp. In Lord Burghley’s handwriting. Endorsed : ‘3 Jan. 1595 ”

and below in Burghley’s hand : *‘ 14 Janu. 1595. Answers to Mr. Boues
articles.”

Copy with slight verbal variations.
S pp. In the handwriting of Sir R. Cecil’s clerk.

120. GEORGE NicorLsoN TO ROBERT Bowes.

I received yesternight your last of the 29th of the last certifying that
[you] had gotten your dispatch and were to enter into your journey on
Monday last, which I have showed to Sir George, Mr. Aston and others,
whereby I think you shall come in good time and before the Provost take
journey, in case you be here in the middest of next week. I see if they were
sure of your coming they would stay some ‘3 or 4 days longer and perhaps
until the 13th or 14th hereof. And therefore it will be good you write when
you are on your journey, if you have not already done so. For thereon
they will stand upon the stay of 4 or 5 days, albeit the King be earnest to
have them forwards and thinks that your coming shall be little material in
the errands he employs his own in. Yet Mr. Aston would have you here
with what reasonable diligence you may. For he accounts the ambassador
stays rather for a dispatch than for your coming. But the Provost does
his best to stay your coming. You will find yourself more welcome than
ever to the most and best, and I persuade me not charged unless friendly
by the King for all the hard reports made to him of you. If you desire
to come as quiet you may very well and with least charge, let me know
that I may conceal the day of your coming, otherwise many will meet you.

The King I hear has punished Glencairn by the purse but it is kept
quiet. Yesterday after the writing of my last he got out. And now he and
the Montgomeries who lie at Seton and are to come hither must be assured
or the King will be angry and punish the refusers.

This day the King is busy to prepare and draw the Lord Glamis and
Master, to whom he gives good countenance, to agreement or assurance
with Crawford who will be this night here with his friends for the agreement
to be made to-morrow. Which, if it take not effect, will procure the
Master the King’s open displeasure, who in dislike of the Master gives
now good countenance to Spina [Spynie] and will by little and little force
the Master out of the town as a malcontent to his proceedings. David
Collesse is stirred up to pursue the Master to the horn, only to bring the
Master in contempt of the last proclamation, but the Master with fair
words and devices stays him. Buccleuch, as Cessford hears, has had some
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to watch and cut him off and Cessford thinks he escaped hardly as I hear.
So as you will see matters between them grow quick. B. (the King)* is no
pacifier hereof. I say no more. Nicholas Kerncorss [Cairncross] says he
hears that it was the Trumballs and that Buccleuch has priority therewith,
in case this report be true. And Buccleuch is gone home quietly again not
having showed himself here. He is seeking to have inward friendship
with Sir John Ker and Fernyherst and Cessford is doing the like and both
making what friends they can.

As to Ireland matters I hear that Archibald, Angus MacConnell’s
eldest son and base son, Donald-Gorme and sundry of the Isles are preparing
to go over to Tyrone at Patrickmas next about mid March, and that the
Earl will then have either an agreement to his own liking or stir a new
and greater trouble there. The truth whereof I cannot assure but I pray
God shorten his wicked intentions. Edinburgh, 7 Feb. 1595. Signed :
Geo: Nicolson.

13 pp. Holograph, also addressed : ‘‘ Robert Bowes esquier, Threa-
sorour of Barwick. For her Majesty’s affaires.” Endorsed by Bowes :
‘“ Edenbr’ 7 Febr’, Wetherby xj° ejusdem at vj in the morning, 1595.”

121. RoBERT BowEs 10 LorD BURGHLEY.

This morning at 6 of the clock at Wetherby I received the letter
enclosed and sent to me by Nicolson my servant at Edinburgh, which I
recommend to be disposed as your lordship shall think expedient.

Before my entry into my journey for Scotland I gave advertisement
of the time of my entrance and since my coming forwards I have again
certified that I was entered with purpose to hasten my repair thither with
all the expedition which my weak and aged body (hurt with the fall of
my horse and troubled with excessive bleeding) can yield. Yet I find the
King so earnest to set forwards his ambassadors to her Majesty with
errands wherein he likes not (as I am advised) to deal with me, as I fear
the hasty departures of the ambassadors (commanded to take their journey
immediately upon knowledge of my certain repair thither) shall prevent
my labours and desires. For it is certified to me that the ambassadors are
directed and be resolved to begin their journey from Edinburgh on Friday
next, the 13th hereof. Before which day I cannot possibly be at Edinburgh
to stay their journey. But if her Majesty’s posts shall do their duties,
then I trust that my letter lately addressed to Nicolson and certifying
my coming to Ware in my way towards Scotland shall be with Nicolson
and be made known to the King and his ambassadors before or near the
time appointed for the departure of the ambassadors. Nevertheless, it is
doubtful whether the same shall stay their appointed journey.

That the Lord Eure may be advertised of the certain time of my being
at Newcastle and passage to Berwick I have certified his lordship thereof
by my letter sent with your packet of the 7th hereof and coming to me
yesterday in the afternoon at Ferrybrigg. Wetherby, 11 February, 1595.
Signed : Robert Bowes. '

1p. Addressed. Endorsed : “ Rec. at London the xiiij*® of the same
with George Nicholson’s letter to him of the vij** of Feb.”

* Deciphered.
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122. Sir RoBERT CeciL TO0 ROBERT BoOwEs.

I have forborne till this time to write any letter unto you, being
uncertain where my letters should have arrived; but now that this
occasion presents itself which will admit no delay I have thought good to
address unto you this dispatch whereof I desire answer with all possible
speed. You shall understand that her Majesty is now resolved to use the
service of the Scots in Ireland, for which purpose you are now in the place
to consider how this may be done with her Majesty’s least charge and best
security, with greatest expedition and to best purpose. First, therefore,
I pray you let these points be well observed and to them make that addition
afterwards which shall seem to your own judgment most pertinent. The
offers that have been made to the Queen from MacLean at the first grew
by his own motion, where now, if it shall appear that the Queen newly
seeks him, her bargain I doubt not will prove more chargeable. For remedy
whereof, if he have not already sent to you, devise some means that he
may open himself unto you again and make him think (whatsoever you
do) that you have not received any settled resolution from the Queen in
the matter ; but seem you, if he press you as I know he will, to desire to
know what it is that you shall particularly offer from him ? What service
he will do ? Where he would begin ? 'What numbers he will levy ? What
charge it shall cost 7 Whether he would receive it in gross or otherwise ?
If in gross he would have it, then how the Queen shall be assured when he
has the money in his hands that the service shall be done, and what course
he will take for the doing of it ? For as I must tell you now that the Queen
finds these traitors to grow more insolent every hour (though I would have
him think the contrary) and therefore is resolved to prosecute them by this
means. So if her Majesty shall be for this levy at as great charge this way
with entertaining these as she should be with English, whereof she may
be better assured, or if that which these men will do be not something to
such purpose but that her Majesty must notwithstanding them be at as
great charge as if she had no Scots in Ireland, surely then this course will
not be profitable for her. But otherwise to you in private I speak it, her
Majesty is resolved to entertain presently such a number of three or four
thousand as may be likely to do her service, when of these points she may
see such answer as may well satisfy her. Some other circumstances as
they newly occur to my mind I will here let them fall from my pen. If
the Queen must make suit to the King then will it be made dainty and
costly more than one way, but I do think that, Argyll being dealt with,
MacLean will not much stand upon the King’s leave, who cannot in honour
forbid it. If thereby will grow any charge I pray you inform me of your
opinion what or why it should be so, more than some courtesy. Another
doubt I have, if the Queen for money can procure Scots, why shall not the
rebels procure some also having cows of their own and being likely to have
crowns of others. Therefore how that must be stayed learn their opinion.
Thus do you see that upon new cause and new directions I renew this
project, but you shall do the Queen great service to make them seek you
and in no sort you to seek them, but yet with such expedition also as may
advance timely the matter, for a few days will now break square, a cessation
between the Queen’s forces and them being taken newly and to continue
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but till the last of March, in the neck of which either the Scots must be
passed over or they will do no good. I pray you therefore immediately
upon the receipt hereof advertise me that you have received it, and now
that I have said as much to you as my poor discretion serves for I leave
the rest to your better experience. For the matter of Neale make this
answer I pray you, that the Queen since she came to the crown did never
pardon a murder by what extraordinary manner soever it has been found,
and yet because this is a stranger and that MacLean so earnestly has
laboured for him her Majesty has commanded me to speak with her judges
and to consider how possibly his life may be saved and yet she not seem
to be acquainted with it, the name of murder being in her ear so abominable
as if once she must set her hand to a paper of forgiveness where that word
is written she has no power to abide it. What may be done otherwise shall
be and I have written now to the Justices of Assize to reprieve him till
the next assizes which will be till about August.

Since the writing of all this I think it very good to remember you if
you could procure that some good wise Scot that knows both the north
of Scotland and Ireland, towards MacLean and whom he will trust, might
privately come up post hither with MacLean’s instructions, by whom a
man might know all particulars before touched, that if you could find
such a one you shall not stick to send him to me that I may speak with him
and conclude with him, but let him be such a one as is no stranger to these
courses or else his coming will be in vain. Yet let him not be any man of
great note for then he will look for some great reward, where otherwise for
his own single charges I will take order according to such information as
I shall receive from you, whose packet may be his passport to come post
to me.

Sir, I thus conclude, all expedition must be used in this matter. Your
discretion must remedy many of my former doubts and you must only
be able to work this in form as I have said. For I am at the end of my
questions and yet these and more must be cleared and resolved or ever the
matter can be perfected, which makes me thus large because I consider
the distance of the place and the shortness of time, which will not permit
often sending to and fro. It must be known how the money shall be made
over to him and what assurance the Queen shall have that those Scots are
there, for it may be said that he carries thousands when there are but
hundreds. I am ashamed of my confused letter and therefore for this time

leave your further trouble. From the Court at Richmond the 18th of Feb.
1595. Unsigned.

3% pp. Draft or copy, with corrections in Sir R. Cecil’'s handwriting.
Endorsed : *“ Copy of my master’s letter to Mr. Bowes.”

Copy of the foregoing letter with slight variations.
3% pp.  In the handwriting of Siv R. Cecil’s clerk.

123. THE EARL oF ERRoOL To THOMAS NICOLSON.

I received your letter the Ist instant, which I have considered. As
for your brother I am sorry of his misfortune and that ye should have sent
him in these parts so suspicious both to his own harm and the greater
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danger of the laird of Logie, whose great misfortune is also heavy to me
as any friend he has, albeit I was never acquainted with him afore his
coming in these parts, at which time perceiving his complexion I advised
him very oft that he should “ mell ” himself with nothing that might
touch the state of the King of Spain’s affairs here and that in his doings
he should ever be upon his guard with Englishmen of whose soulless
knavery I am heartily sorry he should have at this time so sure experience
to his own damage. For assuredly he is [in ?] great danger as I advertised.
Always I shall leave nothing undone for him that lies in [my] power, as
also for your brother who I fear shall not be hastily relieved, and for his
better surety it is most expedient and I think it altogether necessary that
yourself come up to Liége by Holland with all such diligence as you can.
For if ye come by Antwerp ye must have a passport which will not be
easily granted to you for your brother’s cause. Therefore the other way
is both most sure and speedy for you. At your own coming if ye follow
such direction as shall be given you and give such satisfaction as ye both
may and can do, I hope ye shall get your brother free of danger, if not
altogether put at liberty. At your coming to Liége *“ speir " at the College
of the Jesuits for the Earl of Huntly in case I be not there, as I think to be.
Always upon the Earl of Huntly’s advertisement I shall come to him, for I
remain ordinarily in a town six miles only from Liége within the country
of Liége. It requires you to make all the diligence ye can as ye wish your
brother well or would help Logie. All further I remit to your own coming.
At St. Troud the second day of March 1596.* Signed : Errol.

3 p. Holograph. Addressed : “ My guid freind Thomas Nicolsoune.”

124. RoBERT BowEs 10 LORD BURGHLEY.

On Friday last the 20th hereof I came hither to Edinburgh and on
Sunday next following the King gave me access and audience. Where-
upon, and after that I had excused the long delay of her Majesty’s letters
and of my return to him (with other requisite compliments) I delivered
her Majesty’s letter to him. And after the King’s reading of the letter
I both accompanied the delivery with report of the continual cares in her
Majesty for his welfare and to warn him of the occurrents certified by other
nations and touching the honours and safeties of her Majesty, himself, and
their realms, and also opened to him the preparations and readiness of the
great army and navy of the King of Spain against this Isle and Ireland and
the subtle practices of that King enticing with fair and large offers many
other princes and potentates to concur in the action with him. Wherein
(leaving no seas unsailed) he and the Pope have not spared by their means
and ministers to sound the affections and constancies of religious persons
and, if credit may be given to some advertisements, it was laboured to
tempt the King of Scots and others of special quality in this realm. The
truth whereof (and touching himself and others here) I left to his own
knowledge trusting that he had already disposed of those matters as best
appertained for the preservation of religion the sovereigns and realms in

* This letter is dated by Thorpe 2 March 1596~7 and is placed in the volume of State

Papers for that date (S.P. 52/60/40). Errol, however, is evidently using the new style as
both he and Huntly were in Scotland in March 1596-7.
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this Isle, and would in due season acquaint her Majesty with the effects
passed and with his purpose and course for the future managing of these
causes to their common benefits. To this I added that her Majesty being
a prince of long experience and perfect intelligence had espied their
“ ploytes * and progress therein, together with their intentions for further
executions. Against all which she has found such grace and assistance
always granted to her by God giving to her comfort and courage, power
and strength to withstand their forces and malices, as her Majesty is not
only sufficiently armed against them and with good hope prepared in all
behalfs, but also occasioned to stir up and encourage him to the like, com-
mending highly in him his wise and princely care for his country, love to
his neighbours and hate to his enemies well manifested by his present
provisions and course taking to resist the Spaniards and their confederates,
and wishing him well to proceed according to his good beginnings. All
which I have delivered as near to her Majesty’s commission by word and
to the articles given in writing by your lordship to me, as my memory and
power sufficed.

The King, appearing to be much delighted by her Majesty’s letter to
him, rendered great thanks to her for the evident signs of the continuance
of her kind affection and care towards him and his prosperity, and rejoiced
to find her Majesty thus minded and furnished against the pride and violence
of the Spaniards, intending invasion against her, himself and their domi-
nions. For the defence whereof (he said) that he had been ever careful,
protesting very solemnly to be always ready and resolved to hazard for
the same defence his life, crown and kingdom, acknowledging that by
many and good intelligences he had been advised and discovered that the
King of Spain purposed to employ this summer his army and navy amassed
against her Majesty, this Isle and for Ireland, and that some of the King’s
forces in the Low Countries should be very shortly and in the next month
sent from thence into this realm to enter into and begin the invasion with
his traitorous subjects. Against whose force and arrival he had provided
to arm himself and all his good subjects, being nevertheless much unable
to do it in such sufficient sort as the necessity and weight of such cause
required. Yet he still avows to proceed with all the power in him, hoping
that her Majesty for this necessary use will favourably aid him, and pro-
mising that whatsoever she shall vouchsafe to bestow on him shall be
defrayed for the advancement of the cause common to them both and to be
defended by them. He acknowledges that the gold before sent by the Pope
(whereof part was delivered to the papist Earls of this nation) was provided
to have been employed to draw him to the course of Spain. That the whole
sum thereof should have been offered to him, and that part of it being
distributed amongst the Earls mentioned, the rest was reserved to have won
and ““ lymed " him as with benefits to be tendered to him by some great
personage of Italy favouring him and his case, and not in the names of the
Pope. or King of Spain. But finding that by the receipt of that gold and
“ propyne ”’ in any sort he should grieve either his own conscience and
dishonour himself in the eyes of the world, or else deceive and “‘ trumpe
them against his word and promise, he would not hearken to any such
motion or touch the present to be offered.

Moreover he called to remembrance the persuasions which the Lord
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Zouch and myself had oftentimes made to him to enter into open action
against the papist Earls here and confederate[s] with Spain, alleging that
thereby he was drawn to make his personal journey into the North to
wage soldiers beyond his power or the ability of his predecessors of greater
riches and means than himself and to charge himself and subjects with
heavy burthens, in hope that her Majesty in that common cause would
have relieved him in more liberal manner than hitherto he has received ;
and wherein he expects that his known deserts and long patience shall
yet move her to have kind consideration of him, his estate and readiness
both to perform the effects passed and also to employ himself and whole
power with the especial aid from her Majesty and help of his other friends
and whole subjects to resist the Spaniards and common enemies mentioned.
Before this, and to carry forth this action, he had (he said) sent Colonel
Stewart unto the States in the Low Countries to procure support for him.
Wherein he found that he was chiefly crossed and hindered by letters from
England far against his expectation and still hopes (as he says) that her
Majesty of her own natural kindness to him and good considerations of
the condition of present causes and of his estate and readiness to advance
them to the mutual benefit of them both and their countries to the utter-
most of his power will tender speedily his case, which he commends to her
favourable consideration.

To these last allegations I laid before him the greatness of the charge
lately sustained by her Majesty many ways and presently for France,
Ireland and her navy prepared against the enemies, which I proved so
truly and enlarged so plainly as he well admitted the same for a just cause
to stay her further expenses. Yet he said that he and the causes to be
protected by him and for her Majesty and himself ought to be regarded
with the other great charges recited by me, trusting verily that her
Majesty in respects rehearsed will at this time and for these matters kindly
look upon and tender his estate.

Upon speech used of Robert Doleman’s book he noted the same to
have been written by some politic in England with pretended modesty to
the parties interested, and yet with great malice towards them and their
titles other than only to the King of Spain and his daughter. And albeit
that I showed that book to have been compiled in Spain by one named
Persons [Parsons], an English traitor and Jesuit, yet I found him not
removed from his former opinion nor pleased with the contents of the book.

I moved him in Border matters and for restitution of the English
ship and goods of Mr. Offley stayed at Kirkway in Orkney by the Earl
of Orkney. The Border causes he has referred to my next audience, and
having directed the Earl of Orkney to come to him with speed and to send
hither the ship and goods thus stayed by him he promises justice and
satisfaction. )

He purposes to send to her Majesty Mr. David Foulis with advertise-
ments as well of the effects of the confessions of some priests and suspected
persons entered into this realm and come from Rome, Spain and the Low
Countries as also of other discoveries and matters fit to be presented to her
Majesty’s knowledge and reserved to the report of his own servant to be
sent with the same.

Having thus finished with the King I had audience with the Queen
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to whom I delivered her Majesty’s letter and proceeded with such effects
as is signified by my letter enclosed and immediately directed to her
Majesty by occasions moved by the Queen of Scots.

The Irish priest apprehended here with 3 letters severally to the Earl
of Tyrone, the Primate of Ireland and another private person there con-
tinues still in prison. It may please your lordship to direct me whether I
shall for her Majesty call for the delivery of him, being her subject. The
copies of the 2 letters written in Latin and addressed to Tyrone and the
bishop I send enclosed, omitting to send the other in Irish as of small
importance.

The King intends to draw the Isles of Scotland to his good obedience
and for the accomplishment thereof to use the service of the Earl of Argyll,
MacLean and MacKenzie as most fit and able instruments for the same
and hereon the King has granted leave to MacLean to repair to his presence
and to depart with safety. By the late marriage passed betwixt MacLean’s
eldest son and MacKenzie’s sister they are of great power and estimation
in the Isles and Highlands and many of the greatest quality there seek for
their friendship. I am informed credibly that Tyrone and O’Donnell have
lately made means to call to him and entertain many of the Islands who
are preparing to be ready to pass into Ireland in the end of March next.
Since my return hither I have not heard from MacLean, whereof I marvel
and pray your lordship to be directed how I shall proceed with him.

By daily advertisement the King appears to be given to think that
some of the Spanish forces in the Low Countries shall be sent in the next
month into this realm or Ireland and many well affected by such intel-
ligences expect the same. Hereupon motions have been made to arm and
wage 6000 footmen to be maintained at the charge of <ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>