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ART. I.-HOME RULE Ii'OR SCOTLAND. 

HOME Rule is in the air. We live in an age when decen­
tralization in government is preferred to centralization. 

This tendency of the age is thoroughly healthy. It does' not 
ame so much from a reaction against the somewhat refined 
notions ot central government that have prevailed now for 
some time, as from the impotency of the central governme~t 
to discharge its varied functions. On all sides the Imperial 
Parliament is pre88ed for legislative enactments and for 
measures of constitutional enquiry. It courageously atte~pts 
at the beginning of each session to satisfy all parties, but 
signally fails to satisfy any. Year after year passes by, a.nd 
the same tale is told. The arrears of legislation are rapidly 
increasing. The present system of Parliamentary government 
hampers every industry and injures nearly every cl&88. The 
question naturally enough has been put-can anything be 
done to remedy this defect in our Constitution; and the answer 
invariably given is Decentralize. Weare asked to make tbe 

. people govern tbemselves, to throw upon them tbe responsi­
bility of all local administrative acts at least. This is what 
political philosopby prescribes as the true solvent. It is not 
the proposal tbat needs to be justified ill the face of science; 
it is the resistance to it that needs such justification. The cry 
is not for small states; they are out of the question; the course 

VOL. YlIl. 
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of empire is quite the other way. For that very reason the 
decentralizing system becomes indispensable. 

We must not be misunderstood. We do not believe in the 
efficacy of localization in every case, any more than we 
believe in the efficacy of centralization in every case. There 
are those who think that the principles are opposed to each 
other; that if the one is good, the other mUBt necessarily be 
bad. But the supposition is erroneous. The conflict that here 
arises is due to the attendant circumstances that impede or 
vitiate the action of one or both; it does not arise from the 
qualities that are inherent in both. The complete develop­
ment and unfettered activity of both are the only effectual 
means of bringing the supposed antagonism to a close; they 
do not aggravate or perpetuate the antagonism. The 
principles are sound and healthy. It is an error in fact as it is 
a solecism in lapguage to say that either may be carried too 
far. So long as a sound principle is adhered to, it can never 
become a fa~e principle. No amount of local or individual 
energy or freedom can be excessive, for such qualities aro the 
very blood and life of central power. No contral power can 
be too vigorous, prompt or omniscient, for it is thus only a 
more perfect instrument for the development of local energy 
and the vindication of individual freedom. But every true 
principle has its corresponding false principlo; aud the 
moment tho true principle is successful in asserting its o\vn 
exclusive recognition it is liable in practical operation to bc 
confused with its corresponding falso principle. It is thcn 
that the beneficial operation of tho true principle is stultified, 
lmd error creeps in. A return to truth in such cases is 
pra.cticable only by means of an analysis of the circumstances 
that have tended to impede the operation of the tnle principle. 
Of these phenomena we have many examples in history. Our 
present Parliamentary COllstitution is an example. Our 
present Parliamentary Constitution is found wanting, not 
because it has become too prompt or omniscient but because it 
has proved itself unable to accomplish the work which it ill 
uecessary for it to do. Hence it is we urge a reconsideration 
of the ties that at present bind England and Scotland, and we 
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trust that ill the discussion of thiR qUE'.stion no one will object 
to anything that may be advocated on the ground of 
antiquanan sentimentalism. 

Our present Parliamentary government is the result of the 
growth of centuries. Generally speaking it has grown 
gradually; at very few dates in its history has it been subject 
to violent changes. Yet changes have occurred when it has 
been found that the existing system did not work well. That 
the present system works badly cannot be doubted. 'rhe real 
difficulty is the quantity of business thrown upon the legislative 
body. The mere quantity of work is too great for any assembly 
to do well. Every year the work to be done is overpassing 
the working power of the machinery. Things ar~ rapidly 
coming to a serious block, if not a deadlock, and something 
must be done. The number of interests with which Parliament 
has to deal has immensely increased, while the working power 
of Parliament has not increased. Every decennial census 
shows that the interests to be attended to are continually 
incl·easing. There is a continual growth of specialization of 
labour. Separate trades seek separate localities, and in 
consequence new legislative and administrative measures are 
needed Each new invention and each new adaptation of an 
old proce88 lead to new ways of carrying on business. The 
manufacturer, the workman and the shop-keeper of Giasgow 
are dependent for their well-being not only on each other's 
conduct, but also on the course of' events in other parts of the 
Empire and in other countries. There is a keener sympathy 
between one marketing town and another, and this becomes 
iutensified as the commercial area extends. In fact, the train, 
the steamship, the printing press, and the telegraph give 
inducements and facilities for enterprise in all directions, and 
call for changes in the condition of our Parlia.mentary life. 
Then again population ha:R enormously increased. Con­
sider the difference in this respect between the Parliament 
of 1708 and that of 1886, even between the Parliament of 
1800 and that of 1886. In 1800 Parliament had to attend 
to the wants of some ten millions of people, in 1886 
to the wants of some thirty-five millions. Since 1800 
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we have added, outside these islands, millions of people 
and thousands of square miles to our Empire, yet the system of 
government is practically the same. If England ever fails as 
a nation, says Sir Arthur Helps, it will be from too much 
pre88ure of busine88. The union of several parliaments into 
one, said Sir George Grey, has thrown upon that one an 
amount of bnsine88 that it cannot perform. It was remarked 
with some degree of truth by one of the London newspapers 
the other day that 'Parliament is such an obsolete machine 
that it cannot get through a tenth part of its work.' Even of 
the newly di880lved Parliament with its great appetite for work, 
nothing satisfactory can be reported as to the progre88 made 
in either private bills or government measures. Mr. 
Gladstone's famous programme has not been looked at nor any 
of the questions so eagerly canva88ed at the election which 
preceded it, and the seBSion has pa88ed away with hardly any­
thing attempted and nothing done. 

It is true that we have made great changes within the last 
forty years in the manner in which busine88 is conducted in 
the House of Commons. The direction of all these changes, 
however, has been towards the abridgement of the freedom, or 
at leaRt of the fullne88 of debate and the curtailment of the 
privileges of private members. They have been all made with 
a view to enable the Ministers of the Crown to expedite 
government busine88 through the House. The 8ubject is a 
large one and not to be incidentally discu88ed. But certainly 
the nece88ity of c getting through' the work that has been 
cast upon it has induced the House to depart from many of 
its ancient traditions, and give up many of its most valuable 
privileges which were once considered essential protections of 
the independence of its .own members and of the rights of the 
people. 

This glut of Parliamentary busine88 is no new thing. 
Twenty years ago the Chancellor of the Exchequer in a speech 
at Dundee complained bitterly that Scottish business in the 
House had not been attended to. Many uHefnl Scottish 
reforms that Scotland had been ripe for had been postponed 
again and again. Even Mr. Disraeli sympathized with Scottish 
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members in many of their measures never becoming legislative 
enactments. The same may be said of other parts of the 
kingdom. But what Scotsmen have to complain most of is 
that on vital questions of policy she has obtained no hearing. 
Scotland waited thirty years for the extension of the Franchise, 
and about half-a-century for the abolition of hypothec, and 
even yet hypothec occasionally turns up. It were easy to give 
a long catalogue of measures of practical utility-about the 
necessity for which there is little controversy-which every 
year are certainly promised the next session, and as to which 
we year after year await with a patience like Job's the fulfil­
ment of the annual promise. She has been anxiously waiting 
to pronounce an opinion on the Church question, the licensing 
question, the land questiou, the game question, the question of 
university reform and education generally, and various ques­
tions dealing with commerce, poor law and legal procedure. 
Pages could be filled with a list of similar queRtions. Yet 
such queAtions have been neglected in the Imperial Parliament. 
But this is onl.V" part of the evil. There is the whole question 
of private bill legislation. It is intolerable that as often as we 
require a gas, or a water, or an improvement bill we must go 
to London for it, in which are involved the undue costs and 
inconvenience to which the promoters of such bills are 
subjected by the needless reiteration of the same evidence 
before committees of each of the two Houses of Parliament, 
and also the expenses of a long journey and of a 
protracted stay and maintenance in London, along with the 
disadvantage of the objects of the bills being examined into by 
committees and lawyers both commonly alike ignorant of the 
circumstances of the country and of its legislation. Add to 
this the fact that many stories are told of the miscarriage of 
useful projects owing to the cost, delay and risks of bringing 
the business to London. There is hardly any reason to doubt 
that it would be for the public interest that such busine88 
should be done by a tribunal in Scotland under whose 
authority inqlJiries might be made in the localities affected. It 
is sometimes hinted that there would be jobbery. Even if 
there were jobbery, the jobbery would most likely be less 
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detrimental than the inconvenience of the present system. 
But it is idle to pretend that there cannot exist a pure tribunal 
in a country where local government prevails to the extent 
that it does in its burghs. Then over and above all this there 
is the incalculable, though none the less grave, loss to every 
interest that arises through bills, really necessary, being 
indefinitely postponed. 

But in the case of Scotland the grievance is peculiarly hard. 
'I'he business when done is not done well. I t is too of tell 
either neglected, postponed, or run through ill a very 
unsatisfactory manner in the small hours of the morning 
when the grey dawn is struggling through the stained glass 
windows of the Commons' Hall, or on a Saturday sitting towards 
the end of the session when members are not disposed seriously 
to work. It is almost useless discussing any matter of vital 
importance in a bill, unless the point raised be in accordance 
with the Government mandate; for, let the people of Scotland 
desire it ever so much, the advocacy of their representatives is 
ignored, and their votes are outnumbered. The Government 
has always at command a sufficient number of English members 
who scarcely ever hear the debate but lounge about the 
smoking-room or the library, to defeat the action of the Scottish 
members. If anyone doubts what we say, let him look into t.he 
reports of the discussions on the Crofters Bill, and the Fettes 
Endowment, during the current session, or any ot.her ScottiRh 
measure at any time. . 

It is no wonder then that there is a strong spirit of dissat.is­
faction abroad, against the present system. It is no wonder 
that we in Scotland are determined to seize the present oppor­
tunity, and demand the right and power to legislate and ad­
minister in all matters relating to ourselves. Local Government 
in the counties will not suffice. There is no good in tinkering 
with the disease. Either we must have a. Parliament at Edin­
burgh, or nothing at all. Nothing short of a Parliament) will 
remove the grievance. A Parliament at Edinburgh is the logical 
outcome of the extension of the Franchise. It is a recognition 
of the fundamental principle of democratic Government in 
giving the people their desires in everything, trusting to 
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their inherent sense of justice in the proper execution there­
·of. 

To speak of a Parliament at Edinburgh, at once recalls to 
our minds the Parliament that existed there two hundred years 
ago. But we have no desire to return to the condition of affairs 
that existed at that period. Nor do we agree with those that 
opposed the Union. To join England was irksome in the extreme 
to the nationalist or patriotic party headed by Lord Belhaven 
and l"letcher of Saltoun, that opposed the Union. Their ideal 
Government would never be realized. Scottish nationality, a 
separate and an independent national life, moral, social, and 
political, would be lost. It seemed as if a kingdom of no obscure 
history and literature, full of high memories, not decayed or 
barbarised were about to lose its identity, its national existence, 
and be degraded into a province; and relying on the respect­
able authority of Buchanan, they supposed that it had existed 
from the beginning of time. The national party knew nothing 
of half measures. Either Scotland was to cease, and there were 
to be Scotsmen no longer, or they were both to exist as they 
had existed since the war of independence. The idea of political 
identity with a larger, richer and more powerful nation-of a 
system of centralization which should embrace all the . springs 
of int.ernal Government and external defence, whilst it left un­
touched not only the private rights of the citizen and his religious 
convictions which for a time at least might be protected by 
positive stipulation, but his modes of thinking and speaking, 
his habits of living and acting, everything, in short, which in 
our sense, constitutes a Scot-was to them utterly unintelli­
gible. To reason otherwise was equivalent to saying that the 
same thing was at once to be and not to be. 

Notwithstanding these Cassandra wailings, however, the 
Union was carried, and the worst fears of the patriotic party 
were to a certain extent realized. A kind of social collapse 
actually occurred, and during the forty years between the Union 
and the final suppression of the rebellion, the capital of Scotland 
particularly laboured under a depression of spirit unknown at 
any other period of its history. Everything became Anglicised. 
The Church, the universities, the higher schools, even the legal 
institutions, came under the English influence. We «lo not 
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question or condone the justification of the power thus exer­
cised; we simply remark it to show that the predictions of Bel­
haven and Fletcher were not altogether erroneous. 

Happily, however, Scotland revived from this apathy, and 
yearned after civil liberty. But these yearnings were boldly 
met by the judicial butcheries of Braxfield, Eskgrove and 
Hermand, and it was not until the Reform Bill was passed that 
Scotland was allowed to express her wants in a constitutional 
manner. From that epoch complaints have been raised from 
time to time as to the neglect of Scottish busine8l'l, and the 
recent attempts to remedy the defect by the establishment of 
new offices, first of the appointment of an Under Secretary at 
the Home Office, and then of a Scottish Secretary, and reducing 
the work of the Lord Advocate, have been nothing more than 
a recognition of the evil; they have done little to effect an 
improvement. 

Many proposals have been made from time to time to remedy 
the grievances which we have indicated. A leader writer in 
one of the Edinburgh newspapers, works out an ingenious plan 
in which it would seem he takes his model from the Presbyterian 
form of Church Government. The seventy-two members for 
Scotland are to meet at Edinburgh some time during the 
prorogued periods of the Imperial Parliament, to discuss 
all Scottish bills and to take a. vote upon first the principle 
and then the details of the measure. 'The bill, if it passed 
safely through these stages, would go to Parliament at 
Westminster at the stage of report. The details would 
then bp. open to reconsideration.' The scheme is similar in 
many respecta to one which the la.te Lord Clan carty used to 
advocate for Ireland. The principle upon which it is based 
recognises the right of the Scottish people to legislate for 
themselves. The scheme recommends itself by its simplicity 
and moderation. Indeed we think it is too moderate: it does 
not go to the root of the grievance. The writer complains in 
the same leader that the needs of Scotland are unattended to 
because of the press of work, but his scheme would do little to 
alleviate the press of work, at least little compared to the present 
needs of ~cotJalld. He complains further that Mr. Chaplin and 
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his friends unjustly delay all useful Scottish reforms, instancing 
the case of the (Jrofters Bill, but his scheme would still give 
them the opportunity to interfere in matters with which they 
as Englishmen have no concern. No, it will not do; there is 
no half-way house between the present system and the system 
of Home Rule. The demand of the Scottish farmers for Home 
Rule or a local Parliament, is a much bolder one, and is we 
think more in accordance with the requirements of Scotland. 

There is nothing very extraordinary in this demand for Home 
Rule. A system under which, while great territories and popu­
lations are united under one political system and common 
government, union is not carried down to every detail, but 
there is left to each province a certain power of dealing with 
provincial matters through its own representatives, is not a 
very alarming system to say the least. A principle which has 
guided countries to be so united by circumstances and position 
as to make it their common interest to be joined in one common 
state, yet so separate as to make it necessary for the domestic 
affairs of each of them to be managed by an administration of 
its own, is no new doctrine in political philosophy. Home Rule 
is the only kind of Government which history proves to be 
qualified to regulate truly free states. The business of any 
free state cannot be well carried on if it is too much centralized 
on too large a scale. If we look back into history we find that 
really free states have been either small, or consisted of a 
federation under which much provincial self-government or 
Home Rule is left to the component parts. Accustomed as we 
are in England to a system of large consolidated states we are 
apt to look upon a federal system as a syotem of disunion, and 
therefOl'e of weakneBB. In reality, however, federalism is a form 
of closer Wlion. In countries, such as France, in which there 
has been too much consolidation and too much centralization, 
great difficulties have arisen. Self-government has been re­
conciled with Imperial unity under the British Crown in the 
Channel Islands and the Isle of Man. The Imperial Parliament 
has adopted this as a fixed principle in dealing with all its 
Colonies of European race, Indeed, some of the shrewdest 
thinkers of all countries concur with ~Ir. Laing in holding that 
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the federal system is that towards which civilized society is 
naturally tending all over the world. Nature forbids, says Mr. 
Laing, by. unalterable moral differences between people and 
people that one government can equally serve all. Federalism 
is a principle more akin to natural, free and ben(>ficiallegislation 
than this forced centralization. It is indeed oulyan application 
of the great principle of freedom which maintains local privi­
leges against the despotitml of central power. From the 
formation of the Achaian League to the incorporation of the 
German Provinces into one united Empire the principle has 
forceu itself upon nations. The German Confederation estab­
lished at the Congress.of Vienna recognised it. For centuries 
each of the Swiss Cantons has preserved its perfect indepen­
dence ; they differ in religion, in language, and in race, yet they 
have found unity and security in one general confederation, 
and one general diet of them all. The great confederation of 
the States of America is only another example of the univer­
sality of the instinct which teaches that nations as well as 
individuals may combine, and that there is no inconsistency 
between the existence of a legislature regulating the internal 
affairs of each portion of the confederation and a central legis­
lature directing with efficiency and unity the combined power 
of all. 

But perhaps the most remarkable tribute to the principle of 
Federalism is to be found in the course taken by the British 
Parliament in 1867, when it was thought wise to incorporate 
into one dominion all the North American provinces of the 
British Crown. Each of these provinces has its separate legis­
lature and separate administration. When the British Parlia­
ment combined them into one dominion each of them was left 
with a separate administration and a separate legislature, 
for its own domestic affairs. A common Parliament and a 
common administration were provided for the concerns of the 
Dominion. 

It was a relation of this sort, but of course much more loose 
and ill-defined, that existed between the kingdoms of England 
and Scotland from 1603 to 1707, that has existed between the 
kingdoms of Swedcn ancl Norway siuutl 1815, and between the 
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kingdom of Hungary and the arch-duchy of Austria since 1866. 
Within the kingdom of Hungary there is a good example of a 
Home Rule province. L"roatia-cum-Slavonia has a very large 
autonomy. It has its own legislature and its own administration 
and language, and utterly repudiates everything Hungarian. 
The revenue is collected for common purposes, and a certain 
proportion of it is allowed to the Croatians for their internal 
expenses. They send a certain number of delegates to the 
Hungarian Parliament, but in the isolated position in which 
they are, as the only Home Rule province, these delegates, few 
in number, have no very potent voice in Hungarian aff'airs. 
Matters are intensified by the political antagonism between the 
Croat and the Magyar. But even with all these drawbacks, 
the opinion of competent observers is that the arrangement 
works well. 

But not only is our contention supported by historical 
precedent, it is also supported by doctrinaire reasoning. Mr. 
Freeman in his work on Federal Government lays down the 
following doctrine :-' The federal connection is in its pla.ce 
wherever the several members to be united are fitted for that 
species o.f union and for no other. It requires a sufficient 
degree of community in origin or feeling or interest to allow 
the several members to work together up to a certain point. 
It requires that there should not be that perfect degree of 
community or rather identity which allows the several 
members to be fused together for all purposes.' In the next 
page he adds, 'Federalism is out of place if it attempts either 
to break asunder what is already more closely united, or to 
unite what is wholly incapable of union.' Commenting on this 
elsewhere he explains that a federal system is the right thing 
when it is a step in advance but it is a wrong thing when it is 
a step backwards. It must always put a closer tie instead of 
a laxer one or no tie at all. In short, Federalism should only 
be resorted to when it is for the best interests of the country. 

We have seen that Federalism in a sense existed between 
England and Scotland from 1603 to 1707. It was a relation 
suited in many respects to both peoples according to the 
doctrine just laid down. The countries of England and Scotland 
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are so distinct in many respects. The laws are different, because 
they have their origins in different sources. Even under the 
union no endeavour has been made to assimilate and codit:v 
the laws. There is nowhere else in the world an example of 
two countries wholly joined to one another both in legislation 
and administration and yet retaining entirely separate laws 
and institutions. The extreme inconvenience of this is daily 
apparent in Parliament, for even where it is desired to apply 
exactly the same legislation to England and Scotland, it is 
almost always necessary to pass separate Acts, one for each 
country because the legal system and nomenclature are so 
different. A recent instance is found in the case of the Parlia­
mentary Elections Returning Officers Bills. The measures as at 
first introduced related solely to Ireland. It was found easily 
practicable to extend the scope of this exclusively Irish Bill 
to England. But as to Scotland it was impossible. All our 
arrangements even in so simple a matter as taking the poll 
are so different from those of England that the Lord 
Advocate was obliged to draw up a separate measure follow­
ing the lines of Mr. Healy'S Bill as nearly as he could. 
Whether the laws of' England and Scotland could now 
be welded into one, may be questionable. The principal 
difficulty would probably be the unwillingness of Englillh 
lawyerf! to adopt the Scots law in many cases in which 
the Scots law is generally deemed to be superior. 'l'hen 
again there is the difference in the character of the people. 
The lowland Scot~ although he is after all a north English­
man, if! frugal, patient of toil, cautio1l8, yet not cowardly, 
nor devoid of enterprise, sober-minded, not generally 
imaginative, but with a. vein of romance capable of being 
excited to the highest enthusiaslD and tenacious of his purpose 
to a. degree of obstinacy; the Celt haR a patriotic attachment 
to his nat.ive glen, and the seeds of romance and poetry lie 
deeper in his dreaming nature. '1'0 the Hcot t.he political 
arrangements are to be fitted to social requirements. society 
is to be brought into harmony with ethical cCllceptiolls; and 
these I\S they spl;ng up in the natural man are to be purified 
and elevated by Christian influences. He briub"B back politics 



Home Rule for Scotland. 

from a blind groping after the expedient to the region of 
principle. He urges the necessity of taking an observation, 
ascertaining our course and looking at the chart which human 
possibilities have marked out, lest we heedlessly run our bark 
against some unalterable law of social life. 

We now proceed to state more precisely our scheme of Home 
Rule for Scotland, to make a stroke off our own bat, as Lord 
Palmerston was wont to say. We propose that in all purely 
Scottish affairs, affairs not in common between England '8.nd 
Scotland, but proper to Scotland only, the authority of the 
Scottish domestic Parliament should be final. England, Ireland, 
and Scotland, have naturally many common interests. The 
interest of Scotland is not nece88arily different from that of 
England in the matter of Imperial taxation or of postal arrange­
ments or of colonial and foreign policy, or even of tariffs and 
commercial treaties. There are affairs which the Englisb people 
and no one else can well manage for the English people; there 
are ~ffairs which the Scottish people and no one else can 
manage satisfactorily for the Scottish people. We must then 
divide Imperial from national or local purposes. We must 
assign to the imperial or central authority the maintenance of 
the militia, military and naval service and defence, currency, 
post-office, foreign relations, censqs and statistics, lighthouses, 
sea-coast fisheries, weights and measures, bankruptcy, patents 
and copyrights, the criminal law, except the constitution of 
courts of criminal appeal but including the procedure in 
criminal matters, and penitentiaries, and the imposition and 
collection of such taxation as would be needed for these objects. 
The reservation of this last item might seem inconsistent with 
any considerable degree of local liberty; but in practice it is 
surprising how much legislative freedom is possible notwith­
standing the reservation of finance. Of course there must be 
rates for local purposes, but the whole or nearly the whole of 
what we call taxes in this country, as distinguished from rates is 
reserved for common purposes. In Austria (not Austro-Hungary) 
the taxation and finance are reserved to the central authorities 
at Vienna. 'I'he same plan is practically followed in the United 
States. All customs' duties belong to the federal power, and 
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no state can levy any customs or transit duties whatever. The 
federal authority is also empowered to levy internal excise 
duties, and has so completely absorbed that form of taxation 
(taking to itself all the duties on alcoholic liquors, tobacco, 
patent articles, and the like) that scarcely anything of the kind 
is levied by the individual states. 'fhe several states raise the 
funds necessary for their purposes almost entirely by rates with 
the addition of some small direct taxes for special purposes, for 
example, a poll-tax devoted to education. The Scottish Parlia­
ment would have power to amend the Scottish constitution, 
to impose direct taxation for provincial purposes, borrow money 
on the credit of Scotland, establish provincial offices, estab­
lish and maintain public prisons, reformatories, hospitals, asy­
lums, charities and eleemosynary institutions; superintend edu­
cation; supervise shop, tavern, auctioneer and other licenseR; 
legislate for municipal institutions and local requirements; in­
corporate companies; regulate the administration of justice and 
the imposition of punishment, and attend to local works and 
generally all matters of a ptivate nature. Power would be given 
to the Imperial Parliament to effect uniformity of all or any of the 
laws relative to property and civil rights in both countries. A 
Scottish representation would appear in the Imperial Parlia­
ment. Provision would be made fol' the same person being 
olected to both Parliaments. It might be unlikely that there 
would be a doubly qualified person. If the system were bad 
the electors would have the l'ectification in their own hands. Per­
sons who would make good representatives of the public opinion 
of Scotland where Imperial affairs were concerned might be 
found much less useful for the busineSB of a local Parliament. 
The electors would soon find out what clll.88es of men were 
best suited by intimate knowledge of the country and by 
residence in it, by practical acquaintance with its customs, ita 
commerce, its agriculture, and all its various local.interests to 
make themselves useful as representatives. Or the plan sug­
gested with respect to the Imperial and local representation of 
Ireland in the present Irish controversy might be adopted-a 
plan originated by a Scottish member, and regarded with 
favour by the Irish Nationalist leaders, and commended by the 
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Prime Minister himsel( The plan consists of dividing the 
country into a number of constituencies agreeably to the pro­
portion of representation which Scotland would have in the 
Imperial Parliament. .AIf the me-mbers elected would sit in 
the Scottish Parliament. One member from each constituency 
would be entitled to sit at Westminster. If the two members 
elected agreed in politics, they might decide between them­
selves which should enjoy the double honour and double power 
coupled with the double labour of sitting at Edinburgh and at 
Westminster. In the event of disagreement of opinion upon 
this point (in other respects an open one), the member returned 
at the head of the poll would be entitled to decide or com­
pelled to act. 

Although we have given this rough statement of what work 
and powers might be relegated to the different Parliaments, 
we candidly admit that it may be faulty. We know full well 
how difficult it is to distinguish between Local and Imperial 
affairs; but the difficulty is not insuperable. It has been 
successfully overcome in several instances elsewhere, and can 
be overcome here if an earnest attempt be made. Each of 
the Swiss Cantons enjoys Home Rule, while bound by the 
Federal Union in allegiance to the whole Commonwealth. The 
same principle is partly recognised in the Imperial German 
Constitution. In the United States we have a further illus­
tration of State self-government, combined with Imperial 
Unity. The labour-involving great care and discrimination­
if 8uccesHful, would be well bestowed. Efforts similar to those 
made elsewhere, actuated by a similar spirit and directed to a 
similar end, could not fail to be equally successful here. 

In the Scottish Parliament there would be two Chambers. 
Hereditary chambers are at a discount in this age, and there 
is a decided objection to vest any power of legislation in 
irresponsibl~ men. The peers of Scotland must therefore take 
their place as commoners. The creation of an Upper Chamber 
by election as in France and the United States, or by royal 
warrant as in Canada, would be more in accordance with the 
principles of modem freedom. We should prefer the system 
in l"rance and the United /:)tates. The Second Chamber would 
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be elected for a definite number of years 011 a principle dif­
ferent from that which regulated the election of the represen­
tative Chamber. The Representative Chamber would be com­
posed of a certain number of members returned for each 
county and burgh, just as the members are returned for the 
Imperial Parliament. 

It might be objected that were a similar scheme not carried 
out with respect to other parts of the kingdom. the Scottish 
Imperial representatives would have an undue influence in the 
affairs relating to other parts of the kingdom. It is admitted 
that there would be a lack of symmetry; but it has been 
pointed out again a.nd again that there is not the slightest 
ground for serious alarm or complaint. The alTangement 
would only be provisional, for it is not unlikely that the 
granting of Home Rule to Scotland would soon be followed 
by the granting of Home Rule to other parts of the kingdom. 
Besides, at present the same man may be a member of the 
House of Commons and also of the Metropolitan Board of 
Works. In the House he has a full right to interfere as much 
as he pleases with Irish and Scottish business, and yet an Irish 
or a Scottish member may not interfere with all that part of 
the business of London which comes under the control of the 
Board of Works. 

This plan of Home Rule for Scotland would establish 
between Scotland and the Imperial Parliament. relations simi­
lar in principle to those that exist between a State of the 
American Union and the ~'ederal Government. or between 
auy State of the Dominion of Canada and that Central 
Canadian Parliament which meets at Ottawa. The State 
legislatures are useful institutions, and do a great deal of 
useful work. It must be admitted that their laws are not 
sometimes stated in the highest style of jurisprudence, but 
they are practical and useful The members are men sent up 
from among the people, and the press of work not being very 
great, laws that do not work well are soon righted. 

Again Scotland is suited in many ways for Home Rule. 
It is large enough to be free from the charge of vestri(ying its 
meetings; it is small enough to be easily managed and 
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capable of fully dealing with details and local matters. It is 
just about the size of a typical state of the American Union. 

It was an Act of the Imperial Parliament that constructed 
the Dominion of Canada, and the system 8S promulgated has 
worked with almost unbroken succe88. Any differences that 
have arisen have been le88 serious than those that often arise 
in our present system when the House of Lords seeks to 
exercise its constitutional function of rejecting a bill which 
happens to be popular. Parliament could pa88 an act 
establishing a similiar parliament in Scotland strictly defining 
the jurisdiction of the local and of the Imperial Parliament; 
and any conflict of authority that might afterwards arise could 
be settled by argument, by conference, by gradual experience, 
or by the estd.blishment of a supreme court independent of 
both to decide all disputes. 

Such a scheme if effected we venture to think would work 
well. The Imperial Parliament would be preserved in its 
present form. It would lea.ve to that Parliament all its present 
control over everything that affects the Imperial Crown, its 
dominion, its colonies and its dependencies. It would leave it 
still the power of preventing any interference with the 
permanent taxation which is the security for the national debt 
and other charges to which the faith of the Crown and 
Parliament is pledged. It would leave it still the power of 
providing by imperial taxation for imperial nece88ities. It 
would make no difference in the Constitution; it would only 
extend to Scotland a constitution that already exists. The 
advocates of progress would lose nothing by it; they would 
be in exactly the same position as they are now. The friends 
of the conservation of existing institutions would lose nothing 
by it; they would still have the means of maintaining them 
that thE'y now have. The demands of our national life require 
an expansion of our institutions; we cannot make our 
institutions binding on all time. The scheme would 
relieve the House of the plethora of bllsine88. The domestic 
affairs of Scotland would be transacted by men who have 
no other public busineBB to attend to. After all in these 
high preBBure days, time and knowledge are e88ential to 
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the proper conduct of business. Is it not evident that tho 
Imperial Parliament has neither the knowledge nor the time! 
The scheme would stimulate all enterprise, nerve every in­
dustry, and give impetus to every improvement. It would 
strengthen the union more and more. There would be in­
creased zeal on the part of every individual in maintaining the 
empire at home and abroad. De Tocqueville was right in 
asserting that every citizen in a confederation had an interest 
in maintaining it, because in defending it he defended the 
prosperity and freedom of his own State. 

It may be asked, and asked in all fairness, would such a 
scheme if incorporated in an Act of Parliament be final' In 
one sense it would be final, in another it would not. Grant 
Home Rule to Scotland at present, and we do not anticipate 
anything 80 absurd as a subsequent demand for separation; it 
is out of the question. The sense in which it would not be 
final is with respect to further reforms in the internal govern­
ment of Scotland. We do not for a moment imagine that the 
Scottish people would rest contented with the present system 
of administration in the counties. We want real local govern­
ment, and not a sham local government. There is nothing 80 

confusing and scarcely anything so feeble as the administrative 
bodies that exist in our counties and smaller administrative 
areas. The organisation of the county is constituted by the 
lord lieuteDant, sheriff-principal, sheriff-substitute, procurator­
fiscal, justices of the peace, commissioners of supply, county 
road trustees, sheriff clerk, clerk to the peace, clerk of supply, 
treasurer and collector. All of them have different functions, 
most of them have different areas over which they exer­
cise their functions, and the county is divided and cr08B­
divided to an extent that it is hopele8B for the untutored laic 
to attempt to understand. The justices of the peace have 
their areas for quarter sessions and their sub-areas for petty 
sessions; the county road trustees have a set of areas 
for themselves, while the sheriffs and sheriff-substitutes 
have fields of operation independent of each and eyery 
one. All that the uninitiated knows is that at the call of 
the road trustees and commissioners of supply he has to 



Home Rule /0'1' Scotlarul. 19 

pay ceTtain taxes for county purposes. Confusion is not so 
great in the burghs, although matters are not so simple as they 
might be. First of all we have royal and parliamentary 
burghs, then regality and barony burghs, and lastly police 
burghs; and as they differ in designation 80 they differ in the 
composition of the governing corporation. The royal and 
parliamentary burghs are governed by corporations composed 
of magistrates and burgesses acting in a town council and 
representing the citizens; each of the second class has an 
organisation peculiar to itself; while the police burghs are 
governed by an elected body with most of the powers of an 
ordinary corporation. In administration there is a similar want 
of symmetry. Besides managing its own property the 
corporation usually attends to the watching, cleaning, lighting, 
paving, and improving the burgh, registration, valuation, 
burials, roads and bridges, weights and measures, sanitary and 
one or two other matters; while in several burghs special 
trusts have been created by local Acts of Parliament for the 
separate management of police, roads, harbours, water, and 
other public purposes. Why the corporation does not look 
after all the matters connected with the burgh does not seem 
quite clear. 

It is hard to conceive anything more confusing than this, or 
a system of administratioq so destitute of the popular element 
as that which exists in the counties. The defects of the system 
have arisen through the present organisation having been 
introduced bit by bit upon an antiquated system; it has all the 
disadvantages of such a system, and few if any of its good 
qualities. rrhe time has surely come for the people to look 
after their own local matters., We need a reform, and let us 
hope'that it will be a. simple reform and at the same time a 
radical one. One popularly elected board to look after all the 
affairs of the county, and one corporation to look after all the 
affairs of the burgh would meet the necessities of the case. 
We do not require at this time of day to expound the 
advantages of such a scheme; they are patent to everyone. 
It is simple, and could not fail to procure the effectual 
administration of' our local areas. Unlike the present system it is 
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intelligible and symmetrical in its arrangement. We should 
have municipal parliaments and county parliaments, and 
Home Rule having been granted, a national parliament 
and an Imperial Parliament, each one working within its own 
sphere. Some such arrangement is one to which we a.re 
gradually if not rapidly hastening. It points the way to the 
grandest ideal in modem politics, the union of the mother 
country with the colonies in one real United Empire, tl" United 
Statu of Greater Britain. 

ART. n.-SIR WILLIAM HAMILTON. 

1. Engliih PhiloBophy. Sir William Hamilton. By W. H. S. 
MONCK, M.A., Professor of Moral Philosophy in the U ni­
versity of Dublin. London, 1881. 

2. Phii()80phical Clas8icB for Englilh ReaderB. Hamilton. By 
JOHN VEITCH, LL.D. Edinburgh and London, 1882. 

THE time that measures·a generation of men has nearly passed 
away since Sir William Hamilton finished the work of his 

life. During this long period the highest thought of Scotland 
has moved to a standpoint which, if not affording a wider view of 
speculative problems, is at least outside the sphere of his system; 
and the time has come for attempting a more accurate apprecia­
tion of that system than was possible while Scottish speculation 
was still under the spell of his genius. But in order to such an 
estimate of Hamilton's system it is necessary first of all to under­
stand its author,-to Snd out how he became Stted to do the 
work which he accomplished in the development of Scottish 
philosophy. 

The primal factor in the adaptation of any man for the work 
of his life is the nature which he brings into the world, and that 
is of course mainly determined by hereditary influences. What 
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these were in the case of Sir William Hamilton, we fortunately 
know more fully than in regard to the majority even of great 
men. On his father's side he represented the Hamiltons of 
Preston, whose deeds at Drumclog and Bothwell Bridge, as well 
as in other scenes of Scottish history, are too well known to make 
it necp-ssary that they should be referred to here in detail. Many 
admirers of the philosopher have seemed to see in him a reappear­
ance of those family characteristics which were happily symbolised 
in the striking family crest-a man brandishing a sword aloft, 
with the motto attached, Pro Patria. For the Hamiltons of 
Preston were always men ready to draw the sword, literally or 
figuratively, and to strike home with all the vigour of stout 
earnest hearts, in defence of what they conceived to be the right, 
especially if the right was to them the cause of an oppressed 
fatherlancl. From his mother's side, too, Hamilton bore a fine 
hereditary nature. His mother was a daughter of that William 
Stirling, whose name occupies a prominent place in the 
commercial annals of Glasgow during last century, and who 
claimed connection with the ancient family of' the Stirlings of 
Cadder. Even if we had no independent testimony to her worth, 
that would be sufficiently evidenced by the life of the two 
childl'en who were left to her as infant-charges at the death of 
her husband. Sir William's younger brother, Thomas, who 
adopted the army as his profession, took a very enviable position 
in the literature of his day. He was one of the most vigorous of 
the associates of Wilson and Lockhart and those youthful writers, 
whose fen'id Toryism in politics and Romanticism in literature 
raised Blackwood'B Magazine to its preeminent position among 
the monthlies, and turned the tide against the political and 
literary dogmatism of the Edinburgh Ret,ielD. His book on Men 
and Manne'l'B in America (1833), is still well worth reading by 
those who wish to form a picture of life in the United States and 
Canada fifty years ago. But the work, by which he is best 
known, is a novel entitled The Youth and Manhood oj GYMI 
Thof'nton, - which was one of the most popular fictions in its day, 
and is not unknown still in the book-markets. It will probably 

it Captain Hamilton appeara as one of the lpeakers in the Noctu 
4mbrclftaf1C8 1lQder the lJ&IIJe of lPa hero, 
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retain its popularity long for its inimitable sketches of Glasgow 
life in the early part of this century. 

The life of Sir William himself may be separated into three 
stages :-a boyhood; a period in which he was mainly a leamer, 
-his I4hrjahre; and the period in which he was mainly a teacher, 
-his MeiBterjahre. The first period closes with his nineteenth 
year, when he went to Oxford; the second extends to his forty­
first year, when he wrote his first article for the Edinburgh Review; 
while the third embraces the whole period of his authorship and 
professorship. 

Of his boyhood the events that are still known may be summed 
up in a sentence or two. His school education was obtained in 
different places, most of it from Dr. Dean of Bromley, and Dr. 
Sommers of Midcalder. In the midst of these school years, while 
he was still only twelve, he attended the junior Latin lnd Greek 
classes in the University of Glasgow, though he did not become a 
regular student there for three years later. Entering the Univer­
sity in session 1803-4, he spent that and the two following winters 
partly in the arts, partly in the medical, classes; and in 1806-7, 
he proceeded to Edinburgh to carry on his medical studies. In 
the spring of 1801 he obtained a Snell Exhibition, by which he 
was enabled to go to Oxford. 

Amid the insignificant details of his outer life during this early 
period a few characteristic facts deserve prominence, though none 
afford any indication of the philosophic future of the boy. Fond 
of athletic sports, and enjoying robust health, he had de,·eloped a 
fine physical constitution,-presage of that handsome presence 
which struck all who knew him in his prime. In his mental con­
stitution, however, he remained to the end of this period a thorough 
boy. In the revelations of his intellectual life that have been 
preserved nothing impresses one more than the utter absence even 
of the most fitful flashes of precocity, which are after all seldom 
to be taken as symptoms of the most healthy growth. All through 
the boys letters to his mother there runs in fact a vein of delicious 
juvenility. 'Mother,' he says in one of these, 'you have lost your 
wager, for I asked Mr. Sommers and Mr. Cruikshanks both, who 
both were astonished at me asking such a question, as allY child 
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ef ten years old knows that the sun is nearer us in winter than in 
snmmer.' Then, to confirm his statement, he quotes from a 
'French ~ography,' translating for her benefit, 'for perhaps you 
have forgot your French;' and he finishes with' so, if you please, 
you may enclose the half-crown with the rest in my box, remem­
bering to pay the carriage, for I am growing poorer, having 
only lIs.' Two or three years later, when he was over 
eighteen years of age, he concludes a letter, 'I wish you would 
give me a genteeler appellation on the back of your next letter. 
I shall now bid you farewell.-Your affectionate son, W. S. 
Hamilton, E8qr. Remember that.' A few months after this, 
however, he seems affected by an equally boyish puritanism. 
, You need not direct to me by my full names; you may always 
omit Stirling. It is nonsense having three long names.' Even 
at the very close of this period, just before proceeding to Oxford, 
he airs his medical attainments in a charmingly youthful disserta­
tion, in which he seeks 10 convince his mother, that Tom's sore 
throat was not cynanche maligna, but merely cynanche tonnllariB.-

The complete boyishness of his mind is further indicated by 
the absence of any decided taste. There is indeed a slight 
appearance of one of those distastes, and consequent inaptitudea, 
which clung to him through life, and to which we may perhaps 
trace his notorious article on the Study of Mathematics. Dr. 
Sommers found him backward in his arithmetic, and could not 
induce him to give his whole mind to the study. There are also 
some minor tastes evident, which remained with him to the last. 
He had already become a book-hunter, and sometimes had to 
apologise to his mother for exceeding his means in his purchases. 
He was likewise fond, even in early boyhood, of highly imagina­
tive works, like the Pilgrim's Progress, as he continued in later 
life to find recreation in the romances of Mrs. Radcliffe and other 
novelists of the most sensational type. 

On the whole, as the result of his early education, we may 
perhaps detect two tendencies in his intellectuaiHfe,---one towards 
classical scholarship, another towards the medical sciences; but 
there is as yet no evidence to determine which will gain the 

-See Veitch'. Memoir of Hamilton, chap. I, 
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mastery, or even whether either of them will survive the influence 
of subsequent studies. For there is still no revelation of any 
very decided bent towards philosophy. He had indeed taken the 
highest prizes in logic and ethics, he had also written good class­
essays on these subjects in the University of Glasgow; but in 
nine cases out of ten these academical distinctions are no guarantee 
of extraordinary eminence in philosophy. Hamilton's philoso­
phical destiny was not determined till he went to Oxford. 

1'he second stage of Hamilton's life,-his apprenticeship or 
Leh-rjahre, if such a description may be used,-is divisible into 
the Oxford and the Edinburgh periods. As has just been 
observed, it was evidently during the former of these two periods, 
that his intellectual character received its final bent. It is not 
often that you come upon a reference to his personal history in 
any of his writings; but in one of the Discussions • will be found 
an exceedingly genial expression of the gratification with which 
he looked back to his residence in BaHiol as the most important 
epoch of his life in determining the drift of his subsequent tastes 
and studies. Nor is it difficult to discover some at least of the 
influences, under which he was led to devote himself to 
philosophy and philosophical scholarship. Though medicine is 
the profession, to which he might have been expected to show 
hereditary inclination, yet it is worthy of note that both he and 
his brother turned in preference to literature. He entered 
Oxford indeed with the purpose still entertained of qualifying for 
the practice of medicine; but from the first his professional 
studies were seriously handicapped by that love of curious learn­
ing which was one of the most potent seductions of his after-life, 
and which now directed itself to the antiquities of medical history. 
It is evident that, with the exception of physiology, the medical 
sciences attracted but slender interest for their own sakes; aud 
even physiology seemed to find its chief charm in its connections 
with psychology. Gradually, as he qualified himself for his 
degree at Oxford, he disqualified himself for the practice of 
medicine; and by the time he left the University, he had 

* P. 750, Dote, 2nd ed. 
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evidently also abandoned the idea of entering the profession for 
which he had been designed. 

In Oxford and Cambridge, owing to the excellent supervision 
of studies by the college-tntors. men are apt to be moulded in 
accordance with the prevailing type of the particular college to 
which they belong. But Hamilton educated himself at Oxford 
rather in the German and Scottish fashion, in which students are 
left more to themselves;· he was made the scholar he became 
more by his own self-directe1 labours than by any tutorial in­
struction. This was owing partly, indeed, to his having been put 
under the charge of a most eccentric tutor of the name of Powell. 
This man, who is said to have stood for the sketch of Daniel 
Barton in Lockhart's novel, Reginald Dalton, was an absolute 
recluse, not only cutting himself off from intercourse with men 
in general, but even leaving his pupil to follow his own inclina­
tions. But evidently none of the tutors had any attraction for 
Hamilton. From the first his letters to his mother complain of 
the intolerable dullness of their prelections; and all the testimony 
of teachers as well as of fellow-students points to the isolation 
and independence of his work as an undergraduate. 

And yet, after making all allowance for such testimony, it is 
impossible to ignore Hamilton's own acknowledgment of the in­
fluences of Oxford and of Balliol. Most of the tutors may have 
simply' whistled to their pupils the old tunes which, as pupils, 
had been piped to them.'t But this was far from being a com­
plete account of the Oxford teaching of his day. There was 
evidently some fresh intellectual life shaking the dead mechanism 
of tutorial instruction. The great traditions of Oxford as the 
home of the best classical scholarship of England were themselves 
an inspiration to a mind like Hamilton's. But there must have 
been some special stimnlus to philosophy and philosophical 
scholarship in Oxford during those years, when its colleges 
ranked among their members such men as Copleston and 
Whately, and Senior and Keble and Arnold. It is a remark-

• On thia lubject lee lOme excellent remarks in The &ott,," .RW1D for 
December, 1883, pp. 16·17. 

t Dilcuariom, l" 710, 2nd edition. 



28 Sir William Hamilton. 

able fact, indeed, that Hamilton never seems to have made the 
acquaintance of his eminent English contemporaries at Oxford, 
with whom he might have been expected to find sympathy in his 
favourite pursuits. Though ¢fted with a strong social disposi­
tion and pleasing manners, apparently he never cultivated an ex­
tensive circle of friends, his close devotion to his studies perhaps 
rendering that impossible. There seem to have been only two 
men at Oxford with whom he formed a relation warmed with the 
enthusiasm of youthful friendship; and both of these were his 
own countrymen. One of them, Alexander Scott, was a young 
man of beautiful character, who died immediately after lea\"ing 
the University. The other was John Gibson Lockhart; and un­
happily, ere many years had passed, this friendship was shadowed 
by some misunderstanding which was never cleared away. 

The presence of Keble in Oxford during Hamilton's own time, 
to be fonowed in a few years by R. H. Froude and J. H. New­
man and Pusey, seems to show that classicism was not the only 
influence t.o which Hamilton was subjected. that the renaissance 
of medimvalism had begun. He surely caught, during his Ox­
ford days, the spirit of this reaction a,gainst the supercilious de­
preciation of' the dark ages'; and "'hile in others it produced a 
new insight into the meaning of Gothic architecture, or a craving 
for the stimulus which the devout mind derives from an elabor­
ately symbolic ritual, or a tendency towards mysticism in the 
treatment of theological dogmas, it led the young Scotch under­
graduate to a sympathetic study of the writings of the great 
soholasHc doctors. It may therefore be inferred that he left 
Oxford not only with his mind chastened by the classicism of his 
Greek and Latin studies, but with a somewhat less healthy liking 
for the quaiut dialectics of scholasticism. 

It would be unfair, however, to overlook the fact that, when 
he It!ft Oxford, he had not only cultivated valuable intellectual 
habits and attainments, but had also mastered the moral elements 
of a noble manhood. Even in his phy8iqlte the charm and vigour, 
which had shown themselves alrea\ly in boyhood, were uow 
developed to maturity. It is further evident, however, that in 
the solitary independence of his studies he had kept himself 
singularly aloof from the prevalent vices of Oxford life. From 
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Lockhart's Rlginald Dalton it is clear that an nndergradnate of 
those days mnst have been endowed with more than ordinary 
force of will to withstand the besetting temptations to degrading 
intemperance, as well as a foolish and dishonourable extrava­
gance. Apparently the only extrava~ant expenditure, of which 
Hamilton could f",ar any complaint, was that into which he was 
occasionally led by his fondness for books; but we have the 
testimony of his friends, that, without the slightest tinge of 
niggardliness, he was yet never known to be tormented by a 
dun.- The same testimony assures us, that he was never seen 
indulging to excess in the drinking customs of the time. 

Such a career as Hamilton's would surely now-a-days lead to a 
fellowship in any of the colleges of Oxford; but, whether it was 
owing to his nationalityt or not, it appears that in his day even 
his brilliant success did not encourage him to hope for academical 
preferment. He passed his examination for B.A. in November, 
1810, and during the next two or three years he continued occa­
sionally to reside at Oxford, in order to satisfy academical rE.'quire­
ments as a Snell Exhibitioner and· a candidate for the degree of 
:M.A. This degree he did not take till 1814. By this time he 
bad settled in Edinburgh, and thither his mother removed soon 
afterwards to take np her home with her son for the remainder 
of her life. His Oxford studies had, as we have seen, alienated 
his mind from the profession of medicine, and he had now resolved 
to qualify for the Scottish bar. He did pass as an a4vocate, and 
the philosophic bent of his mind gave reasonable ground for anti­
cipating an eminent career in the higher branches of the profession, 
terminating in a seat on the ~ench. It might at least have been 
expected that his splendid culture, with its grasp of classical 
antiquity and its aptitude for medimval distinctions, would have 

• Veitch's Memoir, p. 49. So Kant used to pride himseH in being able 
to·eay, 'with calm and joyful heart I could always call "·come in," when 
anyone knocked at my door, for I was certain that no creditor stood out­
aide.' Fischer'a Guchichte der neueren Philosophie, Vol. III., p. 98. 

t Lockhart seema to have believed that this prejudice would be a sufficient 
bar on Hamilton's claim; for under a notice advertising a fellowahip at 
Balliol he is said to have written in waggery, 'No Scotchman need apply.' 
Veitch'a Memoir, p. 61. 
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been applied to philosophical jurisprudence, and that he would 
have ultimately taken rank among the great speculative jurists. 
Here again, however, the habits of the scholar predominated, not 
ouly over the demands of legal practice, but even over those of 
juristic speculation. The time, which is usually devoted by the 
briefless to acquiring the attainments essential to professional 
success, was too ofteu spent by Hamilton iu antiquarian researches, 
so that he was less frequently to be seen pacing the floor of the 
Parliament House on the look-out for clients, than down stairs in 
the unfrequented nooks of the Advocates' Library. The only 
professional position he ever attained was that of Solicitor to the 
Court of Tiends. Fortunately, in some respects, for philosophy 
and for philosophical erudition, he possessed means which enabled 
him to dispense with any other professional income; and "he had 
that unworldliness of all pure intellectual ambition, and that 
national virtue of thrift, in a sufficient degree to content himself 
with a moderate style of living. At the same time it remains 
matter of astonishment, and perhaps something of a reproach to 

Scottish institutions at the time, that, coming to Edinburgh with 
such a record in Oxford, he should have been left for a quarter of 
a century without finding a sphere in which his extraordinary 
acquirements could be made available. 

During the greater part of this long period Hamilton con­
tinued mainly a learner; these years were still essentially his 
Lehrjal&re. And in the circumstances and society of Edinburgh 
at this time there was much from which any man could draw in­
tellectual nourishment and inspiration. The Edinburgh Review 
had been running already for some years, when Hamilton settled 
in the city; and powerful was the ferment excited by its literary 
and philosophical criticisms, as well as by its bold political creed. 
Blackwood', Magazine was started a few years later. Hamilton, 
as we have seen, was an intimate friend of Lockhart; and the 
unhappy interruption of their friendship did not occur for some 
time. He was now to make the acquaintance of Christopher 
North and the other ardent spirits who put their youthful en­
thusiasm into the early years of Blackwood. Indeed, though 
himself a Whig, and representing an old family that had been 
completely ruined by its Whiggery, he is said to have indulged 
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the giddy humour of his young manhood by taking part in BOme 
of the literary extravaganzas of the great Tory magazine. The 
tradition is, that he was one of the boisterous merrymakers who 
produced the notorious Chaldee MS., and that one of the verses 
was a suggestion of his. Certainly he is understood to be him­
self the person meant in what forms perhaps the happiest figure 
in the whole piece, 'the black eagle of the desert, whose cry is as 
the BOund of an unknown tongue, which flieth over the ruins of 
ancient cities, and hath his dwelling amon~ the tombs of the wise 
men.' Among the older men, who had already attained an 
established rank in the literary circles of Edinburgh, Jeffrey was 
one of the most prominent figures; while, among the younger 
men by whom Hamilton's circle of acquaintances was enlarged, 
it is sufficient to mention Thomas Carlyle. But the years of 
which we are speaking were precisely those which stand out con­
spicuously in the history of Scottish literature as forming its 
most memorable epoch. It was in these years that Edinburgh 
and Scotland were drawing the attention of the whole civilised 
world by literary achievements which are perhaps unparalleled in 
the extent and continuance of their popularity. When Hamilton 
took his place at the Scottish bar, Sir Walter Scott had already 
riseu to the undisputed primacy of Scottish literature as author 
of the poems, and he was preparing to take the world by storm 
in Waverley. 

Still, with all these splendid advan~es, it is scarcely possible 
to escape the regretful feeling that Hamilton's studies, though 
laborious enough to excite the admiratiou of all his friends, were 
yet awanting in unity of aim. I take it that this was mainly due 
to his want of any definite metier, to his being under no strong 
compulsion to do definite literary work. However pleasing it 
may be to picture the great thinkers of the world endowed with 
hereditary wealth, or rendered in some o~her way independent ou 
remunerative labour, it is questionable whether much of the best 
literary or scientific work would ever have been done, had 
such independence been universal There is no reason to 
believe that Shakespeare would have written much-that he 
would have written any plays at all- if it had not been 
to render the Globe Theatre a paying concern. The man 
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most competent to speak of Scott's motives has said that 
, had not his adversity been preceded by the perpetual 
spur of pecuniary demands, he who began life with such quick 
appetites for all its ordinary enjoyments, would never have 
devoted himself to the rearing of that gigantic monument of 
genius, labour, and power, which his works now constitute.'­
And even Carlyle, with all the transcendental aspirations of his 
literary life, would evidently have preferred some form of that 
silent labour, which he has so frequently eulogised, to any form 
of speech, if he had not been driven to authorship as apparently 
for him the sole or the most ready means of earning a livelihood. 
It may, therefore, fairly be qnestioned whether it would not have 
been better for the philosophy of Scotland, if Hamiltou had at an 
earlier period of his life attained some position, the duties of 
which would have given definiteness to his intellectual labours, 
and ronsed him sooner to literary production. During the 
period, of which we are speaking now, from his graduation at 
Oxford to the commencement of his contributions to the 
Edinburgh &View, he continued still· essentially a student; and 
the habits of this mode of life,-the habit of merely studying a 
subject without forcing himself to the task of a literary handling, 
-remained with him to the last. The habit indeed grew upon 
him till it became an almost insuperable obstacle to his work, 
and brought abont the abortion of his most important literary 
plans. When he was contributing to the Edinburglt Review, the 
editor was at times driven to despair, and to occasional sharp­
tempered communications, by the dilatoriness of his contributor 
in furnishing' copy,' or by his negligence in regard to the limits 
of his contributions. And it is a fact, on which one cannot 
re8ect without the deepest regret, that Hamilton had prepared 
himself for more than one great work by collecting a vast 
quantity of materials, which unfortunately lie still among his 
papers a 'rudis indigestaque moles.' The resolt has been, that, 
though capable of prodigious industry, and gifted with a literary 
power which for philosophical purposes has never been surpassed 
in British literature, he has never completed any great philosophi-

• Lockhart'. Lif. oj &Ott, Vol. VI., p. 120. 
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cal work. His contributions to philosophy are bnt fragments, 
thongh fragments which shew the magnificence of the structure 
that might have been reared by their use. 

His studies made one important addition to his attainments 
during this period, his mastery of the German language. As 
late as 1817, when he paid a visit to Germany, he knew so little 
of the language, that he was obliged to resort to Latin in 
communicating with learned Germans. But soon after this, and 
perhaps stimulated by this trip, he mnst have made himself 
sufficiently familiar with the language to enjoy at least its 
philosophical literature. And Hamilton was really the first 
great British thinker who made any serious effort to comprehend 
and translate into intelligible English the modem philosophy of 
Germany. One is almost appalled now-a-days at the ignorant 
amazement, or the equally ignorant misconception, in reference 
to the Kantian movement on the part even of eminent English 
writers in the first quarter of this century; and if, when the 
century is now drawing to a close, we look back with some 
surprise on much that Hamilton himself has written on the philo­
sophers of that movement, we ought not to forget that he devoted 
to German philosophy the honest labour of a sympathetic stndy 
at a time when it was regarded in Britain with scarcely any other 
feelings than those of unsympathetic hostility, and that his 
discussions of the subject gave the first welcome light on what 
had been to the British mind hitherto an impenetrable darkness. 

There was one stirring incident in the life of Hamilton during 
this period, and that was his candidature for the chair of Moral 
·Philosophy in Edinburgh. Dugald Stewart was still nominally 
the incumbent of the office down to 1820, but for two or three 
years before this its duties had been performed by Dr. Thomas 
Brown. When Brown's briei and brilliant career was cut short 
by his early death in 1820, Stewart retired altogether and left 
the professorship vacant. The only candidates with any prospect 
of success were Sir William Hamilton and his friend, John 
Wilson. The patronage was then vested in the City Council, 
and the admirers of Sir William have not been slow to charge 
upon the patrons an ignorant,. if not a deliberate, disregard of the 
interests of the Univenity in their election of Christopher North. 
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The management of an University by a Municipal Council is cer­
tainly not the best academical constitution that can be conceived; 
but the actnal administration of the University by the City 
Council of Edinbnrgh can scarcely be worthy of the unmitigated 
obloquy, with which it has been overwhelmed by its most unspar­
ing critics, for it was under that administration that the U niver­
sity attained its eminence among the great schools of Europe. 
In the present instance, moreover, something may be said in 
favour of the decision. It is true, a few years soon showed that 
the defeated candidate's qualifications for a philosophical chair 
were immeasurably higher than those of his successful rival; and 
that may have been the general conviction of those men who 
knew both candidates well at the time. But it must be borne in 
mind that Hamilton had yet done no literary work to make his 
attainments known beyond the circle of his intimate 
friends. On the other hand, Wilson had already won wide 
fame, though he had also made himself some bitter foes, by his 
work in connection with Blackwood. Nor was he, as has been 
too hastily assumed, merely a charming litterateur; his own com­
petitor for this professorship acknowledges in the most generous 
terms, that hi. 'metaphysical acuteness was not the least remark­
able of his many brilliant qualities.'· It may be, as alleged, that 
political feeling pulsed then with an intensity, of which we can 
scarcely form a conception now, and that scientific qualifications 
touched very lightly the balance which decided the rival claims 
of competitors for a professorial chair, if their Whiggery or 
Toryism weighed it clearly down. But it is by no means to their 
discredit, that, with the evidence in their possession, and with all 
the influence of Sir Walter Scott as well as other eminent Tories 
on the side of Hamilton's rival, the Conservative majority in the 
City Council decided as they did. 

In the following year Sir William received a slight compensa­
tion for this disappointment in his election to the professorship of 
history by its patrons, the Faculty of Advocates. Attendance in 
this class was not indispensable for graduation, and accordingly, 
as a rule, the number of students has been small. Hamilton 

* Hamilton'. LecCura on MetaphJlIicI, Vol. IL, p. 382 
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seems in this respect to have been more successful than most 
occupants of the chair; but latterly the discouragements, arising 
not only from the small attendance, but also from the want of 
salary for the office, became so great that the lectures were 
abandoned. The little information, which we possess in reference 
to these lectnres, proves that they produced. a very favourable 
impression on the few students who were able to appreciate their 
value; and nothing less could ha.ve been expected from a man 
with the vast erudition and philosophic power of Sir William 
Hamilton. Still it is evident that the work of the chair never 
roused him sufficiently to draw out his highest intellectual 
energies. Eight years were yet to pass before the world was to 
get a. specimen of his best work. 

It was in the year 1829, when Sir William had already passed 
his fortieth year, that his literaryactivity,-his work as a teacher 
-began. That was the year in which Jeffrey retired from the 
editorship of the Edi,cburglt Review, and Professor Macvey Napier 
took his place. The new editor was anxious that the first number 
under his direction should create a good impression and requested 
his friend, Sir William Hamilton, to furnish for it a review of M. 
Cousin's COu.rB de PhiIoBopM.e, which had been delivered with 
great popularity in Paris during the previous year, and which 
contained that philosopher's doctrine of the Infinite. It was 
evidently with difficulty and reluctance that Sir William roused 
himself to the unusual task. The theme, at least in the form it 
had taken since the time of Kant, was new to British speculation; 
the systems of Schelling and Hegel, which are criticised along 
with Cousin's, had hitherto been treated in Britain as palpable 
un intelligibilities ; and the terminology employed in the discussion 
had never before found a place in the philosophical vocabulary 
of England. Professor Napier was not altogether free from alarm 
as to the possible reception of the article, and some of his friends 
apparently gave way to anxious forebodings about its effect on 
the popularity of the Review. At first indeed it was received in 
many quarters with wondering doubt about its meaning and value. 
Carlyle expresses this common state of feeling about the article, 
when in a letter to Christopher North he writes, though evidently 
in fun, 'Hamilton's paper on Cousin's Metaphysics I read last 
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night; but, like Hoggs warlock, "my heid whirled roun, and 
ane thing I couldna mind." '. Similarly Professor Masson, when 
~ a young student at the University of Edinburgh he came upon 
the phrases of this discussion for the first time, had to confess, 
, My natural history failed me, and whether the thing were eel, 
flonnder, or turbot, I was in doubt.'t But the article soon began 
to exciu, admiration among those who put themselves to the 
trouble of mastering its purport, and its merits were not long in 
finding recognition on the continent. The highest tribute paid to 
it, however, was by M. Cousin himself. He had heard of the 
article, and wrote to Lord Brougham to procure it for bim. On 
reading it, his satisfaction passed beyond all his expectations. He 
wrote to hill reviewer in the most generous terms, commencing a 
correspondence which lasted throughout Hamilton's life, and which 
uniformly bore the tone of warm friendship, though the two cor­
respondents never met; 

For some years after this, Sir William became a regular con­
tributor to the Edinburgh Ref1ietD. Some of his other philoso­
phical articles, such as that on the 'Philosophy of Perception,' 
and another on 'Recent Publications iu Logical Science,' pro­
duced an impression almost as deep and extensive as the review 
of Cousin. But the articles on ' University Reform' will long 
retain their value, even after the changes they advocate have all 
been brought about; for nowhere within the saine compass will 
be found such an accumulation of valuable learning with regard 
to the constitutional history of universities. Many of these con­
tributions were collected in America, while they were also trans­
lated into German, French, and Italian, the French collection, 
under the title of Fragment. de PhilolJophie, being especially valu­
able for the notes of its editor, M. Peisse. Except the few com­
prehended in Crosse's &kctWlllJ from the Edinburgh RerJiew, these 
articles were never collected in Britain till 1852, when they were 
republished by their author, with large additions, under the title 
of Dilcus,wn. in Philo.ophy and Literature, Education and Uni,.. 
Nf',uy Reform; but by this time the circle in which these studies 

* MrI. Gordon'. Life of Ohriltoplatr North, p. 323 (Amer. eel) 
t MGOMiUCIft', MGfPlm. for Deoember, 18M, p. l36. 
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Were popular had become so wide that a second edition was called 
for in the following year. 

It has been explained above that one of the chief obstacles to 
Sir William's success in his candidature for the chair of Ethics 
was the fact of his great philosophical attainments being known 
only to the limited circle who enjoyed his personal acquaintance. 
This obstacle had now been removed by his contributions to the 
Edinburgh Review; and, accordingly, when in 1836 the chair of 
Logic and Metaphysics in Edinburgh became vacant, he offered 
himself as a candidate with every prospect of success, so far as 
the eminent and public recognition of his claims was concerned. 
Indeed, when we now reflect on the distinguished names by whom 
the candidature of Sir William Hamilton was supported, we can 
feel nothing but astonishment at all opposition so strong that his 
election was carried only by a majority of four, and we can 
sympathise with M. Cousin's wish for the sake of Scotland, that 
among Sir William's competitors, 'there may be one who has re­
ceived public eulogies of equal value from disinter"sted and 
learned foreigners.' 

At the time of his appointment Sir William had already !JaBsed 
his forty-eighth year. A large portion of the period in a man's 
life that is most valuable for work had thus gone before he com­
menced his professorial labours; but he was still in his prime, 
and, with the robust constitution and health which he uniformly 
enjoyed, a career of prolonged influence could still reasonably be 
anticipated. Nor was such an anticipation altogether disap­
pointed. During his first session he delivered the course of 
lectures which have been published since his death under the title 
of Lectures on MetapllYsics, while the course on Logic was de­
livered during the session following;· and these two courses he 
continued to read in alternate sessions, without any material 
alteration, till the time of his deaUi. The effect of these lectures 
was at once extensive and profound. His class-room was uni­
formly crowded with young men who were attracted to the 
University, not only from different parts of Scotland, but also 
from other countries, in many cases, mainly for the purpose of 
sitting at his feet; and many of his pupils, in the New World as 
well as the Old, still speak with enthusiastic gratitude of the im-
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pulses which issued from his teaching as the most memorable 
element in their education. 

In accordance with the usual practice of students, extensive 
notes of Hamilton's lectures were taken from year to year; and 
during the later years of his life it was not very difficult to obtain 
copies, transcribed from shorthand reports, and containing the 
professor's ipmBima verba almost complete. These lectures were 
written during the currency of the sessions in which they were 
delivered; indeed generally each lecture was finished only by his 
sitting up and working at it with the help of Lady Hamilton, the 
night before it was given to his class. The circumstances, in 
which the lectures were thus prepared, deprived them of that 
compact vigour of expression, which is so distinctive a feature of 
the works revised by himself for publication; but this very defect 
may be regarded as imparting a higher value to the lectures for 
the purpose for which they were originally designed. Still it is 
to be regretted that the materials contained in the lectures were 
never wrought into a more systematic form. Such a use of these 
materials seems to have been intended at one time. If he never 
contemplated a complete treatise on Logic, he evidently had 
planned a work embodying a systematic exposition of all that 
was peculiarly his own in his logical teachings. On the other 
hand, the materials of the metaphysical lectures would probabl,\' 
have been embodied ill another work which Sir William began 
during the first session of his professorship, which, had it been 
finished, would probably have counted as the chief literary 
achievement of his lifl', and the completest as well as the Illost 
authoritative exposition of his philosophical views. This was his 
edition of Reid's Works. His original intention was to give 
merely a careful revision of the text with a short preface. But 
the work grew under his hand; footnotes were subjoined, and 
sllpplementary dissertations appended, till it seemed as if the 
contributions of the editor must exceed in bulk, as they certainly 
did in philosophical and literary value, the writings of the author 
edited. In truth it would scarcely be possible to adduce any 
modern prose-writings which have received the same amount of 
editorial care. The general aim of the editor's whole philosophy 
was made by him the special aim of this edition of Reid. IIis 
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conviction was, that the Philosophy of Common Sense stands on 
the highest reaches of human speculation; and he sought 
accordingly, in his annotation of Reid's Works, to point out the 
relation of the philosophy which they represent to the systems of 
other countries and of other times, as well as by translating it 
into more scientific expression, to bring into clearer view its true 
character, and the real basis on which it rests. In this, therefore, 
more than in any of his other works, he betrays his fondness for 
gathering hints of his own theories from the writings of previous 
thinkers, even when it is obviously questionable whether his 
interpretations have not been forced into, rather than elicited 
from, his quotations. His peculiar doctrines of Perception, for 
example, of the Snpreme Law of Reproduction, of the Condi­
tioned, of Pleasure and Pain, are all found by him in the works 
of Aristotle. Valuable, however, as this work is, a large part of 
it was held in type for some years before it finally made its 
appearance in 1846; and even the subsequent issues during the 
author's life stop abruptly in the middle of a sentence in one of 
the dissertations, while the footnotes contain references to a large 
number of dissertations which he never wrote. 

This miscarriage of his greatest literary scheme must be in 
part ascribed to those habits of his studious life, which have been 
already noticed. Hamilton was to the last rather a student than 
a literary workman. It seemed as if he could never have done 
with the study of a subject sufficiently to feel prepared for 
writing upon it; and his preparation for writing on a subject was, 
it must be confessed, too often rather a study of its literature 
than a study of the subject in itself. He thus found himself 
apparently, after prolonged investigation, overwhelmed at times 
with an unmanageable accumulation of materials, and abaudoned 
the task of literary construction in despair. This habit of 
Hamilton's, though unfavourable to literary productiveness, had 
at least one fortunate result. The almost unparalleled learning 
which he had accumulated, and which has been partly given to 
the world in his published writings, forms an invaluable mass of 
information, scarcely accessible elsewhere, from which literary 
mell will long be glad to quarry materials for their work, with 
feelings of gratitude for the indefatigable student who baa savee! 
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them hoars of toilsome research. And yet, but for this, we 
should undoubtedly have seen, not only the completion of t.he 
dissertations on Reid, but the production of some great inde­
pendent work, which mi~ht have helped the author to emancipate 
himself entirely from the crudities of the Common Sense 
Philosophy, and to develop more clearly that idealistic tendency 
which his speculations had taken from the time when he came 
under the influence of the Kantian impulse. All this might 
fairly have been expected, even though Hamilton was so well 
advanced in life when he began his literary and professorial 
labours. To cite merely a single parallel case, Kant was forty­
six years of age, nearly as old as Sir William Hamilton,-when, 
after delays of hope that might have discouraged most men, he 
was in 1770 appointed ordinary professor of Logic and 
Metaphysics in the university of his native town. He had, 
indeed, prior to this, written more than Hamilton had done before 
his appointment, but nothing that would not long ago have been 
forgotten, except for its association with his subsequent fame. In 
fact, the literary activity of Kant properly· commences with the 
year .1781,-the fifty-seventh of his life-when his Kritik of Pure 
Reason was given to the world; for all the great works on which 
his fame rests, and which contain the exposition of hiR philosophy, 
date from this period. But any expectations, which might fairly 
have been formed, of Hamilton's literary productiveness, were 
doomed to disappointment. In justice to the philosopher, how­
ever, it is but fair to remember, that, whatever may have been 
his inclinations or disinclinations for literary work, he became at 
an early period seriously incapacitated by an accident which 
claimed for him the profoundest sympathy. 

Only eight years after his appointment, in July, 1844, he was 
struck with paralysis of the right side. Though he rallied suffi­
ciently to go through the duties of his office for twelve years, and 
though his inteUect continued as clear as ever to the close, yet 
his power of work was of necessity seriously curtailed. We must 
not indeed exaggerate the damage which this calamity inflicted 
on his influence as a professor. It is scarcely correct to say, ns 
Professor Monck has asserted,· that 'the real scope of his 

• Sir William Hamilton.. (Engliah PhilolopMr,), p. 8. 
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(Hamilton's) philosophical activity was limited to eight years, and 
after that period the paralytic man, who tottered down to read the 
lectures which he had written years before, would, if those eight 
years had proved less fruitful, have almost afforded a caution 
against such appointments for the future.' Mr. Monck is per­
haps justified by this case in pointing a moral against 'the pre­
vailing fault of all Academical patrons,' who 'llelect a middle-aged 
or elderly man who has already made a reputation rather than a 
young man who gives every indication that he is prepared to make 
one whenever an opening presents itself.' But it would be unjust 
to suppose that the last twelve years of Sir William's life were as 
unfruitful in professorial influence as is here assumed. It is true 
that the impediment in his speech prevented him from delivering 
his lectures with the effective eloquence which characterised the 
first years of his professorship. It is true, also, that he had lost 
control over the idly-disposed portion of his class, who gathered 
on the back-benches of the lecture-room, and indulged not only 
in a somewhat loud conversation, but occasionally even in a ro'll,rh 
horse-play, which tried the temper of the philosopher too seTerely 
at times. But all this was due, not so much to the lack of 
discipline in the class, as to the boyish immaturity, of the students 
who found themselves obliged by academical regulations to attend 
upon lectures which they were yet incompetent to understand. 
And in spite of all this, down to the very last days of his life 
there used to be found on the front-benches, pressing near to the 
profeasor's chair, a fair gathering of young men who hung with 
reverent attention on every word that fell from his stammering 
lips, and who felt, in his very personality, as well as in the charm 
with which he led them into new realms of thought and un­
trodden fields of learning, a peculiar spell that made them forget 
all the imperfection of his utterance. Some can remember the 
kindly patience with which he would listen to the essays of his 
students, even when they had the foolhardiness to criticise his 
own philosophical theories; while no one who has heard them, 
will soon forget the few words of generous encouragement with 
which he was ready to welcome such criticisms as evidencing 
independent thought. 

It was unfortunate for Sir William Hamilton, if not for the 
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cause of philosophical education in Scotland, that the circum­
stances of his family obliged him to continue the work of his 
chair for the sake of its emoluments, when the state of his health 
would have induced him very willingly to retire. Possibly, had 
be been in a position to gil'e up the irksome task of dragging 
himself to his lecture-room every day during the most inclement 
season of the year, his life might have been spared for some years 
longer; but with his terribly diminished energy the daily labour 
of his office involved a perilous drain on his vitality, and it is not 
surprising that he collapsed under the exertion. The last session 
in which he lectured was 1855-6. Shortly after its close he was 
seized with congestion of the brain, aud died quite suddenly on 
the 6th of May. Most of those to whom his life was precious 
knew nothing of his illness till they heard of his death, and there 
are not many who can appreciate the feelings which that event 
awakened among them. It was not merely that we sorrowed be­
cause ws should never see that noble head again; but we felt 
that a presence had gone from among us, which bore in it the 
highest educational force that can go forth from man,-a presence 
which had been like an embodied conscience in the community of 
studious men, reproving all shallowness by depth of thought, and 
all indolence by unwearied learning. Nor was it merely as a 
student and teacher that Sir William had left his impress on his 
pupils and friends. His life in other respects, indeed, had never 
obtruded itself prominently upon the notice of men; but it was 
sufficiently known among those who had felt his influence to 
make them aware that his conduct in general had been no less a 
repreof of licentious living than his teachings had been of 
licentious speculation. There was in Sir William Hamilton an 
union of what is best in the moral character with what is best in 
the intellectual life of man; and this union, combined with the 
fine courtesy which he uniformly displayed to his students, 
especially to those who came to him with speculative difficulties, 
gathered round him an enthusiastic reverence which few teachers 
have ever won. 

J. ,CLARK MUBRA.T. 
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ART. m.-THE FLOWERS 0' THE FOREST. 

[A friend gave me a drive over Soultra Hill in October, 1885, the rain 
W88 pouring down 88 it can do at the head of Lauderdale; we put in to 
'Carfrae Mill,' and in its cosy parlour had a three cornered chat with our 
genial host, Mr. George Henderson. He told us that his health had preven­
ted him from being present at the rejoicings over the birth of an heir to the 
Tweeddale estates, to Bing, 88 he intended, 'The Flowers 0' the Forest in 
the auld style.' After BOme couing he sang Miss Jean Elliot's version 
(17-22 of the following versel) and admirably rendered the pathos of the 
Bong, and the rythmical BOugh of the fine old Scotch words of weird BOrrow 
that abound, aye, glitter in it. Mr. Henderson is among his 'seventies' 
and &hewed me a manuacript, of which he gave the history thus :-' It's 
mair than 30 years since I got it, but I canna mind hoo it came into my 
po8II888ion.' It W88 88 follows, excepting that I have arranged the verses 
88 they were nUtOOered on the original manuscript. I do not recollect 
having leen the first seventeen versel before, they certainly P088ess con­
siderable merit, 88 well 88 an intimate knowledge of the occurrences or 
legends of the time, luch &8 the apparition at St. Andrew's, and the demon's 
Bummoning of the Barons 'at the throne of Plotcock,' an old Scottish 
Dame for his Satanie Majesty's throne. I have not in any way altered the 
manuscript'l rendering of either Mias Elliot's or !\frs. Cockburn's longs, 
although in some points they differ from the' authorised versions.' Many 
Scottish readers will doubtleaa feel pleased to see this fragment, and, if 
they read it aloud and lengthen the ill, they will admit it to be worthy of 
being better known. 

Jomc STUTRBSIt.] 

THE FLOWERS OF THE FOREST. 

Compo.ted on eM memorable .&ttle of Florlden, fought &p. 5th, 1519. 

1 From Spey to the border was peace and good order, 
The sway of our monarch was mild as the May; 

Peace he adorOO. which Southerns abhorred, 
Our marches they plunder, our guardians they slay. 

2 'Gainst Louis our ally, their Heury did sally, 
The James, but in vain, did his heralds advance, 

Renouncing alliance, denouncing defiance, 
To Southerns, if longer abiding in France. 
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3 Many were the omens our ruin W88 coming, 
E'er the flower of the nation was called to array ; 

Our king at devotion, St. Andrew gave him cantion 
And sighed, as with sorrow he thus to him did say : 

4 C Sir, in this expedition, you must have ambition, 
From the company of women you must keep away.' 

When the spectre this declared, it quickly disappeared, 
But where it retir'd, no man could espy. 

5 The flower of the nation was called to their station, 
With valiant inclination their banners to display, 

To Burrow Muir resorting their right for supporting, 
And there, rendezvousing, encamped did lay. 

S But another bad omen that vengeance was coming­
At midnight, in Edinburgh, a voice loud did cry, 

A. heralds in their station, with loud proclamation, 
Did name the barons in England to die. 

7. These words the demon spoke at the throne of Plotcock, 
It charged their appearing, appointed the day. . 

The Provost in its hearing, the same greatly fearing, 
Appealed to his Maker, the same did deny. 

8 At this many were grieved, as many misbelieved, 
But forward they marched to their destiny, 

From thence to the border, they marched in good order. 
The Mersemen and Forest they joined the array. 

9 England's im-asion, it was their persuasion 
To make restitution for their cruelty; 

But oh t fatal FlOOden, for there came the woe dawn, 
There our royal nation was brought to decay. 

10 After spoiling and burning, many homeward returning, 
With our king still, the nobles and vassals abide; 

To Surrey's proud vaunting he answers but daunting; 
The king would await him, whatever betide. 
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11 The English advanced to where they were stancl!d, 
Half entrenched by nature the field it so lay, 

To fight the English fearing, and sham'd their retiring, 
But alas t unperceived was their subtilty. 

12 Onr Highland battalion, so forward and valiant, 

48 

They. broke from their ranks, and rushed on to slay; 
With hacking and slashing. and broadswords a' dllshing, 

Through the front of the English they cut a pale way. 

13 But alas r to their ruin, an ambush pursuing, 
They were surrounded with numbers too high; 

The Mersemen and Forest, they suffered the sorest, 
Upon the left wing, were enclosed the same way. 

14 Our men into parties, the battle in three quarters, 
Upon our main body the marksmen did play. 

The spearmen were surrounded, and all were confounded­
The fatal devastation of the woeful day. 

15 Our nobles all ensnared, our king he was not spared, 
For of that fate he shared, and would no longer stay. 

The whole was intercepted, and very few escaped 
The fatal con8agration of that woeful day. 

16 This set the whole natiou into grief and vexation, 
The widows did weep, and the maidens did say, 

Why tarries my lover, the battle's surely over, 
Is there none come to tell us the fate of the day , 

FLOwERs OF THE FOREST. 

By ,he 8irtu oj Sir G. Hawt, about the 'YetJr 1775. 

17 rve heard a lilting at our ewes milking, 
Lasses a' lilting before the break of day; 

But now there's a moaning on ilka green loaning, 
That our braw foresters are a' wed away. 
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18 At bughts in the morning, nae blyth lads are sorning, 
The lasses are lonely, dowie, and wae, 

Nae daRing, nae gabbing, but sighing and sabbing, 
Dk ane lifts her leglen, and hies her away. 

19 At e'en iu the gloaming nae swankies are roaming 
Yang stacks wi' the lasses at Boglie to play, 

But ilk maid sits drearie, lamenting her dearie, • 
The flowers 0' the forest are a' wed away. 

20 At Hair'st at the shearing, nae younkers are jeering, 
The bandsters are runkled, and lyart, and grey, 

At }"airs or at preachin', nae wooing, nae fleeching, 
Since our braw foresters are a' wed away. 

21 0 I dool on the order, sent our lads to the border, 
The English for ance, by guile wan the day ; 

The flowers 0' the forest, that aye shone the foremost, 
The prime of the land now lie cauld in the clay. 

22 We'11 hear nae mair lilting at the ewes milking, 
The women and bairns are dowie and wae, 

Sighing and moaning, on ilka green loaning, 
Since our braw foresters are a' wed away. 

THE FLOWERS OF THE FOREST. 

By Mr,. Cockburn. 

23 rYe seen the smiling of fortune beguiling, 
rYe tasted their pleasures, and felt their decay; 

Sweet was her blessing, and kind her carressing, 
But now they are fled-fled far away. 

24 rYe seen the Forest, adorned the foremost, 
Wi' flowers 0' the fairest baith pleasant and gay, 

Sae bOOTly was their blooming, their scent the air perfuming, 
But now they are withered, and a' wed away. 



Burto7l'& 'Anatomy 0/ Melancholy.' 4:5 

25 I've seen the morning, wi' gold the hills adorning, 
And loud tempest roaring before brea.~ of day, 

I've seen Tweed's silver streams, glittering in the eunny 
beams, 

Grow drumly and dark, as they rolled on their way. 

26 O! fickle fortune, why this cruel sporting' 
o I why still perplex us poor sons of a day t 

Thy frowns cannot fear me, thy smiles cannot cheer me, 
Since the flowers 0' the forest are a' wed away. 

ART. IV.-BURTON'S ANATOMY OF MELANCIlOLY. 

The Anatomy of Melancholy: 'What it ia, toitl, all the l.:illdR, caU868, 
&ymptOf1l8, progn08tic8, and 8everal cure8 of it, etc. By 
DEltIOCRITUS JUNIOR. Three volumes. London, 1886. 

AMONG the many reprints which have been issued from the 
press of Mr. Nimmo, few ar~ more handsome, and none 

will be more acceptable to the genuine lover of books, than 
the one he has now issued of Burton's quaint and famous book. 
So far as its appearance is concerned, it is all that can be 
desired. . The three handy octavo volumes are much more 
convenient for use than the original cumbrous quarto, and 
each of them is much lighter in the hand than either of tho 
two volumes of the reprint of 1806. The type is good and, 
though somewhat small in the notes, clear. The edgos, so far 
as the present fashion goes, are perfection, while the binding 
is. irreproachable. The publishers of the edition of 1806 
declared that to reduce Le Blon's frontispiece to an 
octavo size was impossible; but this difficulty modern art and 
science have enabled Mr. Nimmo to overcome, and he has pre­
fixed to his edition a very excellent facsimile of the old and 
curious frontispiece. Altogether, the edition is one of great 
beauty and ought 'to satisfy the most fastidious. There is just 
one fault we have to find with it. Previous editions have been 
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followed either too closely or not closely enongh, in at least 
one instance. Turning to the footnote to the v~rses explana­
tory of the frontispiece, as they are given in the reprint of 
1806, it is said :-' The author's portrait mentioned in the 10th 
stanza is copied on our xvth page,' and when we tum to • our 
xvth page,' sure enough the portrait, or at least what is 
intended for it, is there, in all its grimness. In the new edition 
the verses are given, and the footnote is given in part. The 
last sentence of it is :-' The author's portrait, mentioned in 
the stenth tann, is copied in page 7;' but on turning to page 
7, the space where we suppose the author's portrait ought to 
have been, is blank. Of course this is a small matter;¥ at the 
same time it is a singular oversight; as, however, the author's 
portrait appears in the frontispiece, and is executed in an 
infinitely better style than in the older editions, the reader has 
no reason to grumble. 

The Anatomy 0/ Melancholy is an odd yet wonderful book 
Personally we do not care to pile up epithets, but those who 
do may indulge themselves to the top of their bent when 
writing of Burton's book. Almost any epithets may be flung at 
it, and providing they are not altogether bad or condemnatory, 
it would not be a very difficult task to justify pretty nearly 
the whole of them from its pages. It is the strangest medley 
of excellencies we have ever had the fortune to come 
across. There is in it sound sense and wide reading; 
brilliant epigrams, wit, ·eloquence, invention and imagina­
tion; irony, sarcasm, saturnine humour, and one knows not 
what, all mixed together in the strangest order and profusion, 
as if they had tumbled pell mell from the author's pen, or 
bubbled over from his mind, with just the slightest measure of 
control But before saying more of the book, we must try to 
form some idea of its author. 

Robert Burton was the son of Ralph Burton of Lindley, in 
Leicestershire, and was bom there on the 8th of February, 

* A similar ovel'light by the way OOCUl'I on p. 14, where the reference in 
square brackets should run,-See Vol. I., p. 327 of the preeent edition, 
and not ' p. 161,' etc. 
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1576. His elder brother William, who succeeded to the pater­
nal estates, was educated for the Bar, and became a barrister 
and reporter in the Court of Common Pleas. The precarious 
condition of his health, however, did not permit him to con­
tinue long at his profession, and • his natural genius leading 
him,' as Wood says, • to the studies of heraldry, genealogies, 
and antiquities,' he devoted himself to 'those obscure and intri­
cate matters, and . . was accounted by all who knew him 
to be the best of his time for those studies.' His Ducription of 
Leiee.ter.hire, one of the earliest county histories, appeared in 
1622 and is still to be met with. Robert was educated at 
Sutton Coldfield, in Warwickshire, and at the- Grammar School 
of Nuneaton. In 1593 he was sent to Oxford, and entered at 
Brasen08e as a Commoner, where he is said to have made con­
siderable progress in logic and philosophy. Six years later he 
was elected a student of Christ Church, and 'for form sake, 
though he wanted not a tutor, was put under the tuition of 
Dr. Bancroft, afterwards Bishop of Oxford.' In 1614, he ~as 
admitted Reader of Sentences, and in the next year but one was 
presented to the vicarage of St. Thomas, Oxford, by the Dean 
and Canons of Christ Church. Twenty years later, in 1636, 
he became vicar of Seagrave, in Leicestershire, through the 
patronage of George, Lord Berkeley, to whom the Anatomy is 
dedicated. He was appointed also to the living of Walsby in 
Lincolnshire, by Frances, Countess Dowager of Exeter, but re­
signed it. Seagrave, along with his Oxfo~ vicarage, he kept, 
as Wood says, 'with much ado to his dying day.' Most of his 
time was spent at Oxford. That he was an omnivorous reader 
and had a marvellously retentive memory, no one who has 
looked into the Anatomy needs to be told. His passion for 
reading is said to have been sedulously ministered to by Rouse, 
the Bodleian Librarian, who seems to have ransacked the 
Bodleian and to have turned out all the obscure books he 
could find that were in any way connected with the subject 
Burton had in hand. According to Wood, Burton was 'an 
exact mathematician, a c,mious calculator of nativities, a 
general read scholar, a thorough-paced philologist, and one 
that understood the surveying of lands well. As he was by 












































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































