
CHAP. 11. 

JAMES THE THIRD. 

CONTEMPORARY PRINCES. 

SCOTLAND, once more exposed to the danger and 
the woe pronounced upon the nation whose king is 
a child, was yet entitled to expect a pacific com- 
mencement of the minority, from the wisdom and 
experience of the queen-mother, the apparent union 
amongst the nobility, and the sage counsels of the 
chief ministers of the late king, who, from attach- 
ment to the father, were likely to unite for the sup- 
port of the son. Immediately after the surrender of 
the fortress of Roxburgh, which was dismantled, and 
the demolition of Wark castle, which had been 
stormed by another division of the army, the further 
prosecution of the war was interrnitted, and the 
nobility conducted their monarch, then only eight 
years old, to the monastery of Kelso, where he was 
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crowned with the accustomed pomp and solemnity, 
a hundred knights being made, to commemorate the 
simultaneous entrance of the prince into the state of 
chivalry, and his assumption of his royal and heredi- 
tary dignity.' The court then removed to Edin- 
burgh, where the remains of the late king were 
committed to the sepulchre in the venerable abbey 
of Holyrood." 

We have already seen, that at this moment the 
neighbouring nation of England was torn and dis- 
tracted by the wars of York and Lancaster, and 
the captivity of Henry the VI., the ally of Scotland, 
with the escape of his queen, and her son, the prince, 
into that country, are events belonging to the last 
reign. Immediately after the royal funeral, intel- 
ligence was brought, that this fugitive princess, whose 
flight had lain through Wales, was arrived at Dum- 
fries, where she had been received with honour, and 
had taken up her residence in the monastery of Lin. 
clouden. To  this place, the queen-mother of Scot- 
land, with the king and the royal suite, proceeded, 
and a conference took place relative to the public 
ffairs of both kingdoms, of which, unfortunately, we 
have no particular account, except that it lasted for 
twelve days. A marriage was talked of between the 
English prince and the sister of the King of ScotIand, 
but the energetic consort of the feeble Henry required 
more prompt and warlike support than was to be 

l Auchinleck Chronicle, p. 58. 
"xtracta ex Chronicis Scotiae, fol. 289. Medium circiter 

choram." 
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derived from a distant matrimonial alliance, and, 
encouraged by the promise of a cordial co-operation 
upon the part of Scotland, she returned with haste 
to York, and there, in a council of her friends, formed 
the resolution of attacking London, and attempting 
the rescue of her captive husband. The complete 
triumph of this princess at Wakefield, where she total- 
ly routed the army of the Duke of York, once more, 
thougli for a brief period, confirmed the ascendency 
of the House of Lancaster; and Scotland, in the 
re-establishment of her ally upon the throne, antici- 
pated a breathing time of peace and tranquillity.' 

But the elements of civil commotion existed in 
the habits of the people, and the constitution'of the 
country. In  the north, the fertile region of all 
confusion and rapine, Allan of Lorn of the Wood, a 
sister's son of Donald Balloch, had seized his elder 
brother, Ker of Lorn, and confined him in a dungeon 
in the island of Kerweray. Allan's object was to 
starve his victim to death, and succeed to the estate ; 
but the Earl of Argyle, who was nearly related to 
the unfortunate baron, determined to rescue him ; 
and arriving suddenly with a fleet of warlike galleys, 
entirely defeated this fierce chief, burnt his fleet, slew 
the greater part of his men, and restored the elder 
brother to his rightful inheritance. This, although 
apparently an act of justice, had the usual effect of 
rousing the whole body of the Island lords, and 
dividing them into various parties, animated with a 

1.Auchinleck Chronicle, p. 58. Carte, Hist. of England, vol. ii. 
p. 757. 
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mortal hostility against each other, and these issued 
from their ocean-retreats to plunder the islands, to 
make descents upon the continent, and to destroy 
and murder the unhappy persons who refused to join 
their banner, or engage in such atrocities.' 

In  the meantime, it was thought expedient that 
writs should be issued, in the royal name, for the 
meeting of the parliament, which assembled at Edin- 
burgh on the 24th of February, 1460. It was fully 
attended, not only by the whole body of the prelates, 
to whose wisdom and experience the people anxiously 
looked for protection, and by the great southern 
barons, but by the Earl of Ross, the Lord of the 
Isles, and a multitude of haughty and independent 
Highland chiefs, whose hands were scarce dry from 
the blood which they had lately shed in their domestic 
broils, and who came, not so much from feelings of 
affection to the crown, as with the desire of profiting 
by the changes and the insecurity which they knew 
to be the invariable attendants upon a minority. 
Unfortunately no records remain of the transactions 
of this first parliament of James the Third. It is 
certain, however, tliat the debates and divisions of 
the aristocracy were carried on with a virulence 
which augured ill for the kingdom, and rendered 
abortive, in a great measure, the deliberations of 
the friends of order and good government. These, 
however, so far succeeded as to procure the appoint- 
ment of sessions for the distribution of justice, to 

l Anchinleck Chronicle, pp. 58, 59. 
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be held at Aberdeen, Perth, and Edinburgh. The 
keeping of the king's person, and the government 
of the kingdom, was committed, for the present, to 
the queen-mother ; and this prudent princess, dis- 
trusting the higher nobles, who commanded some 
of the principal fortresses, removed the governors 
of Edinburgh, Stirling, and Dunbar, and replaced 
them by those amongst her own servants, upon whose 
fidelity she could confidently rely.' It was impossible 
that such decided measures should not excite dissatis- 
faction amongst a large proportion of the aristocracy, 
cc  who," in the words of a contemporary chronicle, 
cc  loudly complained against those persons, whether 
of the temporal or spiritual estate, who committed to 
a womau the government of a powerful kingdom." 
I n  other words, they murmured that the plunder and 
peculation which they had eagerly anticipated as the 
ministers of a minor sovereign, were not likely to 
be permitted under the energetic government of the 
queen. 

I n  the absence of authentic evidence, it is difficult 
to ascertain the exact measures which were adopted 
in the constitution of the new government imme- 
diately subsequent to the death of the king. Accord- 
ing to Lesley, a council of regency was formed, under 
the direction or control of the queen-mother. By 
another, and, as it seems, a more probable suppo- 
sition, the chief management of affairs was intrusted 
to Kennedy, Bishop of St Andrews ; and it is certain 

Auchinleck Chronicle, p. 59. Lesley, Hist. p. 33. 



188 HISTORY OF SCOTLAND. 1460. 

that the choice could not have fallen upon one more 
fitted, from his exemplary probity, and his eminent 
talents and experience, to guide the state amid the 
difficulties with which it was surrounded. This his 
conduct in office during the late reign had sufficiently 
demonstrated, and his present appointment to be the 
principal minister of the crown, was a pledge given 
by the queen that, however thwarted and opposed 
by the selfish spirit of the great body of the nobles, 
it was at least her wish that the government should 
be administered with justice and impartiality. The 
office of chancellor was, about the same time, con- 
ferred on Lord Evandale, a nobleman of conside- 
rable ability, who had enjoyed the advantage of a 
more learned education than generally fell to the 
lot of the rude barons of his age, and who had 
experienced the confidence and friendship of the late 
Icing. The high situation of Justiciar of Scotland was 
committed to Robert, Lord Boyd ; the care of the 
privy seal intrusted to James Lindsay, Provost of 
Linclouden, who was said to be admitted into the 
most secret councils of the queen ; James, Lord 
Livingston, was promoted to the lucrative and 
responsible dignity of chamberlain, whilst Liddele, 
Rector of Fdrres, was made secretary to the king, 
David Guthrie of Kincaldrum, treasurer, and Sir 
John Colquhoun of Luss, comptroller of the house 
110ld.~ 

' Crawford's Officers of State, p. 37. Ibid. p. 313. Rymer, 
Fmdera, ~ o l .  xi. p. 476. 
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It was about this time that the King of France, 
who had been chosen arbitrator in the dispute be, 
tween the crowns of Norway and Scotland, delivered 
his final judgment upon the subject. It has been 
already explained that this serious difference, which 
threatened to involve the two kingdoms in war, 
originated in a claim made by theNorwegian monarch 
for the arrears of the " annual of Norway," the sum 
payable by Scotland to that kingdom for the posses- 
sion of the Western Isles and Man. By the original 
treaty between Magnus, King of Norway, and Alex- 
ander the Third, which was concluded in 1286, a 
certain penalty had been imposed, upon failure on 
the part of Scotland to pay the yearly quit-rent, 
and the Norwegian commissioners insisted that the 
original autograph of this treaty should be produced 
by the Scottish ambassadors, Patrick Fokart, captain 
of the King of France's guard, and William de Moni- 
penny, Lord of Concressault, alleging that they would 
prove, from the terms in which it was drawn up, that 
an arrear of forty-four thousand marks was due from 
the Scottish government to the King of Norway. 
This demand the Scottish envoys eluded. They 
alleged that the original deed was in the hands of 
Kennedy, the Provost of St Andrews, who was then 
sick in Flanders, at a great distance from the spot 
where the convention was held, and insinuated that 
the treaty had rather been neglected than infringed ; 
that no demands having been, for a long period, 
~roffered by Norway, Scotland was almost justified 
in considering the claim as having been cut down 
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by desuetude. Unable, from the want of the original 
document, to decide this point, and anxious to avoid 
the prolongation of the conference, Charles the 
Seventh proposed that the disputes should be brought 
to an amicable termination by a marriage between 
the eldest son of James the Second, and Margaret, 
the daughter of the King of Norway. Upon this 
subject the plenipotentiaries of either power, although 
they intimated that they had no authority to come 
to a final agreement, declared their willingness to 
confer with their governments. I t  was stated by the 
Scottish ambassadors that the terms which they should 
be inclined to propose, would be the renunciation 
by Norway of all claim for arrears, the cession to 
Scotland of the islands of Shetland and the Orkneys, 
and the payment of the sum of a hundred thousand 
crowns for the feminine decorations, or, in more 
familiar phrase, the pin-money, of the noble virgin ; 
whilst, upon their part, they engaged that their royal 
master should settle upon the princess a dowery suit- 
able to her rank. At this moment, and apparently 
before the Norwegian commissioners had returned 
any answer to the proposal, accounts of the death 
of James the Second before Roxburgh reached 
Bourges, where the convention was held, and the 
negotiations were brought to an abrupt- conclusion ; 
but a foundation had been laid for a treaty highly 
advantageous to Scotland; and the advice of the 
royal umpire, Charles the Seventh, that the two 
countries should be careful to continue in the Chris- 
tian fellowship of peace till the youthful parties had 
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reached a marriageable age, and the intended union 
could-be completed, appears to have been wisely 
followed by the ministers of both kingdoms.' 

I n  the meantime, events of the most interesting and 
extraordinary nature occurred in England. The 
battle of Wakefield had replaced the sceptre in the 
hands of the feeble Henry, and the bleeding head of 
the Duke of York, laid at the feet of his masculine 
antagonist, the queen, was received by her as a pledge 
that her misfortunes were to be buried in the grave 
of this determined enemy of her house. Yet, within 
little more than two months, the star of York once 
more assumed the ascendant, and the total and san- 
guinary defeat of the Lancasterians in the decisive 
battle of Touton, again drove Henry and his consort 
into exile in Scotland. So complete had been the 
dispersion and slaughter of their army, and so imme- 
diate and rapid the flight, that their suite, when 
they arrived, consisted only of six  person^.^ They 
were received, however, with the utmost distinction; 
the warmest sympathy was expressed for their mis- 
fortunes ; and the queen-mother, with the counsellors 
of the youthful monarch, held various conferences on 
the most prudent measures to be adopted for the 
restoration of their unfortunate ally to his hereditary 
throne. The difficulties, indeed, which presented 
themselves in the prosecution of such a design, were 
by no means of a trifling description, and required 

l Torfzus, pp. 185, 186. 
2 Hall, 256. Paston Letters, i. 219, 229. 
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very serious consideration. It was evident to the 
good sense and mature experience of Kennedy, who 
held the chief place in the councils of the Scottish 
queen, that, upon the accession of a minor sovereign, 
the first object of his ministers ought to be to secure 
the integrity of his dominions and the popularity of 
his government at home. Yet this, at the present 
moment, was no easy task. On tlie side of the High- 
lands and the Isles, Edward the Fourth had already 
commenced his intrigues with two of the most potent 
and warlike chiefs of those districts, whose fleets and 
armies had repeatedly broken the tranquillity of the 
kingdom, John, Earl of Ross, and Donald Balloch. 
T o  meet these two barons, or their ambassadors, for 
they affected the state of independent princes, the 
English monarch dispatched the banished Earl of 
Douglas and his brother, John Douglas of Balveny, 
who had sunk into English subjects, and were ani- 
mated by a mortal antipathy against the house of 
James the Second.' On the side of Norway, the 
differences regarding the claims of that government, 
although they had assumed, under the mediation of 
the French monarch, a more friendly aspect, were 
still unsettled, and a war with England, unless under- 
taken on the necessary ground of repelling an unjust 
attack upon the kingdom, appeared to be a llleasure 
which might lead to serious misfortune, and even, if 
crowned with success, could bring little permanent 
advantage. Yet to desert an ally in misfortune, to 

l Rymer, vol. xi. p. 474. Rotuli Scotis, vol. ii. p. 402. 
G 
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whom he was bound by the faith of repeated treaties, 
would have been justly accounted ungenerous, and 
Henry, or rather his queen, without affecting to be 
blind to the sacrifice which must be made if Scot- 
land then declared war, offered to indemnify that 
country by the immediate delivery of the two import- 
ant frontier towns of Berwick and Carlisle.' The 
prize which was thus offered was too alluring to be 
refused ; and although Edward had previously shown 
a disposition to remain on friendly terms, the occu- 
pation of so important a town was considered as an 
open declaration of hostility, and called for imme- 
diate exertion. 

Personally engrossed, however, by the unsettled 
state of his own kingdom, he determined to invade 
Scotland, and, if possible, expel the reigning family by 
means of those powerful and rebellious chiefs which 
it held within its own bosom, assisted by the banished 
Douglasses, who, as before mentioned, had now be- 
come Englisli subjects. We find, accordingly, that in 
a council of their vassals and dependants, held at As- 
tornish, on the 19th of October, the Earl of Ross, 
along with Donald Balloch, and his son, John de Isle, 
dispatched their ambassadors to meet with the English 
envoys, who, in a negotiation at Westminster, con- 
cluded a treaty with Edward IV., which embraced 
some extraordinary conditions. Its basis was nothing 
less than the contemplated conquest of Scotland by the 

'8 Parliamentary Rolls, p. 478. 

VOL. IV. N 
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army of the island lord and the auxiliaries to be fur- 
nished by Edward. The Lord of the Isles, upon pay- 
ment of a stipulated sum of money to himself, his son, 
and his ally, agreed to become for ever the sworn vassal 
of England, along with the whole body of his subjects, 
and to assist him in the wars in Ireland, as well as 
elsewhere. In  the event of the entire subjugation of 
Scotland by the Earls of Ross and Douglas, the whole 
of the kingdom to the north of the Scottish sea, orFrit11 
of Forth, was to be divided equally between Douglas, 
Ross, and Donald Balloch, whilst Douglas was to be 
restored to the possession of those estates between 
the Scottish sea and the borders of England, from 
which he was now excluded ; and upon such partition 
and restoration being carried into effect, the salaries 
payable by England to Ross and his associates, as the 
wages of their defection, were to cease. This remark- 
able treaty is dated at London, on the 13th of Feb- 
ruary, 1462.' 

Whilst these important transactions were taking 
place in England, Henry, the exheridated monarch, 
in his asylum at the Scottish court, engaged the Earl 
of Angus, one of the most powerful subjects in Scot- 
land, by the promise of an English dukedom, to grant 
him his assistance in the recovery of his dominions ; 

l Rotuli Scotiae, v01 ii. p. 407. 
W u m e  of Godscroft, vol.'ii. pp. 21,22, quotes from the original 

treaty, which he had seen : " And so the treaty was sealed and 
subscribed with a Henry as long as the whole sheet of parchment ; 
the worst shapen letters, and the worst put together, that I ever 
saw." 
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but before any regular plan could be organized, the 
Earl of Ross, faithful to his promises to Edward, 
broke into a rebellion, which was accompanied with 
all those circumstances of atrocity and sacrilege which 
disgraced the hostilities of these island princes. Ha- 
ving approached the castle of Inverness, at the head 
of a small party, for the purpose of concealing his 
ultimate design, he was readily admitted by the go- 
vernor, who believed him faithful to the king ; and 
found, when it was too late, that all resistance must 
be hopeless.' Ross immediately assembled his army, 
and proclaimed himself King of the Hebrides. He  
then invaded the country of Athole, published a pro- 
clamation, that no one should dare to obey the officers 
of King James-commanded all taxes to be hence- 
forth paid to him-and, after a cruel and wasteful 
progress, concluded the expedition by storming the 
castle of Blair, and dragging the Earl and Countess 
of Athole from the chapel and sanctuary of St Brid- 
get, to a distant prison in Isla. Thrice did he at- 
tempt, if we may believe the Catholic historian, to fire 
the holy pile which he had plundered-thrice the 
destructive element refused its office-and a storm 
of thunder and lightning, in which'the greater part 
of his war-galleys were sunk, and the rich booty with 
which they were loaded consigned to the deep, was 
universally ascribed to the wrath of Heaven, wl~ ic l~  
had armed the elements against the abettor of sacri- 
lege and murder. I t  is certain, at least, that this idea 

Ferrerius, p. 383. 
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had fixed itself with all the strength of remorse and 
superstition in the mind of the bold and savage leader 
himself; and such was the strength of the feeling, 
that he became moody and almost distracted. Com- 
manding his principal leaders and soldiers to strip 
themselves to their shirt and drawers, and assuming 
himself the same ignominious garb, he collected the 
relics of his plunder, and, proceeding with bare feet, 
and a dejected and haggard aspect, to the chapel 
which he had so lately stained with blood, he and his 
attendants performed before the altar an ignominious 
penance. The Earl and Countess of Athole were 
immediately set free from their prison-and Ross, 
abandoned as it was supposed by Heaven, was not 
long after assassinated in the castle of Inverness, by 
an Irish harper, whose resentment he had provoked.' 

It does not appear that any simultaneous effort of 
the banished Earl of Douglas, who at this time re- 
ceived from England a yearly pension of five hundred 
pounds, co-operated with the rebellion of Ross ; so 
that this formidable league, which threatened nothing 
less than the conquest and dismemberment of Scot- 
land, expired in a short and insulated expedition, and 
fell to pieces before the breath of superstitious terror. 
Meanwhile the masculine and able consort of Henry 
the Sixth was indefatigable in her efforts to regain 
the power which she had lost. With a convoy of four 
Scottish ships she sailed from Kirkcudbright to Bre- 
tagne, and there prevailed upon the duke, who recei- 

Ferrerius, p. 383. Lesley de Rebus Gestis Scotorum, p. 300. 
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ved her with much distinction, to advance the sum of 
twelve thousand crowns. From Bretagne she passed 
to her father, the King of Sicily, at this time resident 
at Anjou, and thence proceeded to the court of 
France, where her promise to surrender Calais, the 
moment she was reseated on her throne in England, 
induced Lewis the Eleventh to assist her with a force 
of two thousand men, under the command of Breze, 
the Seneschal of Normandy, and a sum of twenty 
thousand 1ivres.l With this little army, the English 
queen disembarked near Bamburgh, under the con- 
fident expectation that the popularity of the house of 
Lancaster, and the prompt assistance of the Scots, 
would soon recruit the ranks of her army, and enable 
her to triumph over the power of the usurper. But 
she was cruelly disappointed. On her first landing, 
indeed, the fortresses of Alnwick and Dunstanburgh 
immediately surrendered, and were occupied by the 
troops of the Lancasterians ; but before the Scottish 
auxiliaries, under the command of Angus, could 
march into England, Edward the Fourth, in person, 
along with the Earl of Warwick, advanced, by rapid 
marches, at the head of a numerous army, and com- 
pelled the queen and her foreign ally to fly to their 
ships. The Seneschal of Normandy, however, left 
his son in command of Alnwick, at the head of the 
French auxiliaries, whilst Ba~nburgh castle was com- 
mitted to the Duke of Somerset and the Earl of 

Wyrecestre, p. 492. Carte, Hist. of England, vol. ii. p. 566. 
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Pembroke ; but it was impossible for the Queen 
of England to struggle against the adverse acci- 
dents which pursued her. A storm attacked and 
dispersed her fleet ; and it was with infinite difficulty 
and danger that she succeeded in putting into Ber- 
wick.' Breze, the seneschal, after witnessing the 
wreck of his best ships, and the capture of his troops 
by Ogle and Manners, two of Edward's officers, was 
glad to escape in a fishing-boat from Holy Island ; 
and although the Earl of Angus, at the head of a 
considerable Scottish force, gallantly brought relief 
to the ~ r e n c h  auxiliaries who were shut up in Aln- 
wick, anh carried off the garrison in safety, in the 
presence of the English army, the expedition con- 
cluded with Edward becoming master of the castles 
of Bamburgh, Dunstanburgh, and Alnwick, whilst 
Margaret once more fled to the continent, and sought 
an asylum at her father's court. 

In  the midst of these calamities which befell her 
sister-queen and ally, it appears that the Queen- 
Dowager of Scotland had consented to a personal 
interview with the Earl of Warwick, as the accredited 
ambassador of Edward the Fourth. The object of 
the negotiation was an artful proposal of this hand- 
some and victorious prince, for a marriage between 
himself and the widowed queen, who was then in 
the bloom of her years, and possessed of many per- 
sonal charms. Although this negotiation ultimately 

l W. Wyrecestre, p. 495. Leland Coll. vol. i. part ii. p. 499. 
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came to nothing, and indeed the notoriety of the 
queen's intrigue with the Duke of Somerset,' and 
the suspicions previously breathed against her cha- 
racter, rendered it difficult to believe that Edward 
was in earnest, still the agitation of such an alliance ' 
had the effect of neutralizing the party against Eng- 
land, and diminishing the interest of Henry the 
Sixth at the Scottish court. The death also of his 
powerful ally, the Ear1 .of Angus, which appears to 
have taken place about this time, greatly weakened 
his party ; and this ill-fated prince, after having 
testified his gratitude for the honourable reception 
and great humanity which he had experienced from 
the provost and citizens of Edinburgh, by granting 
to them the same freedom of trade to all English 
ports which was enjoyed by the citizens of London," 
once more repaired to England, there to make a 
last effort for the recovery of his kingdom. 

The nobles of Scotland, at this moment, were 
divided into two parties, known by the name of the 
young and the old lords ;3 the first, supported by 
the powerful countenance of the queen-mother and 
Bishop Kennedy, anxious for lasting peace with 
England, and eager to promote it by the sacrifice of 
the cause of Henry, which was justly considered 
desperate ; the second, led by the Earl of Angus, 
and after his death, headed, in all probability, by his 
son and successor, or rather by the tutors and pro- 

' Wyrecestre, p. 495. 
"Mait.land's History of Edinhnrgh, p. 8. 

Paston, Letkers, i. p. 370. 
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tectors of this ~outhful  chief. The sudden death of 
the queen-mother, Mary of Gueldres, in the prime 
of her years and her beauty, which took place on 
the 16th of November, 1463,' does not appear to 
have weakened the interest of Edward, or thrown 
any additional weight into the hands of the partisans 
of Henry ; on the contrary, the event was followed 
by immediate and active negotiations for peace, and 
soon after the battle of Hexam, a defeat which gave 
the death-blow to the Lancasterian faction in Eng- 
land, a solemn convention was held between the 
commissioners of both countries. It was attended, 
on the part of England, by the Earls of Warwick 
and Northumberland ; and on that of Scotland, by 
the Bishop of Glasgow, and the Earl of Argyle, 
with the Lords Livingston, Boyd, and Hamilton, and 
it concluded in a fifteen years' truce, embracing, 
as one of its principal conditions, that " the King of 
Scotland should give no assistance to Henry, calling 
himself King of England, to Margaret, his wife, 
Edward, his son, or any of his friends or supporters." 

Amidst these transactions there gradually arose in 
Scotland another powerful family, which was destined 
to act a prominent part in the public affairs of the 
kingdom, and to exhibit the frequently repeated 
spectacle of office and authority abused for the lowest 
and most selfish ends. I allude to the exaltation 

Lesley de Rebus Gestis Scotorum, p. 302. 
Rymer, vol. xi. p. 510. Kotuli Scot.ia, vol. ii. p. 412. Aber- 

cromby, vol. ii. p. 390. 
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of the Boyds, whose rapid rise to the possession of 
the supreme power in the state, and the custody of 
the king's person, is involved in considerable obscu- 
rity. The power of the imperious house of Douglas 
was now extinguished ; it had been succeeded by the 
domination of the Earl of Angus, which was checked 
by the influence of the queen-mother, and had lately 
sunk into a temporary weakness by the minority of 
the young earl. I n  these circumstances, an opening 
seems to have been left for the intrusion of any able, 
powerful, and unscrupulous adventurer, who should 
unite in his own favour the broken and scattered 
families of the aristocracy, and, imitating the auda- 
cious policy of the Livingstons in the earlier part 
of the reign of James the Second, obtain exclusive 
possession of the king's person, and administer at his 
mill the affairs of the government. Such a leader 
arose in the person of Robert, Lord Boyd, whose 
ancestor had done good service to the country under 
the reign of Bruce, and who himself, probably through 
the influence of Bishop Kennedy, had been created a 
peer in an earlypart of the present reign. The brother 
of this nobleman, Sir Alexander Boyd, is celebrated, 
in the popular histories of this reign, as a mirror of 
chivalry in all noble and knightly accomplishments, 
and upon this !ground lie was selected by the queen- 
mother and Kennedy as the tutor of the youthful 
prince in his martial exercises.' T o  acquire an influ- 
ence over the affections of a boy of thirteen, and to 

' Pnston Letters, i. p. 270. 
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transfer that influence to his brother, Lord Boyd, who 
was much about the royal person, was no difficult 
task for so polished and able a courtier as Sir Alex- 
ander, but it appears singular that the selfishness 
and ambition of his character, as well as that of his 
brother, should have escaped the acute discern- 
ment of Kennedy ; and yet it is certain that some 
months previous to the death of this excellent prelate, 
the Boyds had formed a strong party in the state, 
the object of which was nothing less than the usurpa- 
tion of the whole power in the government, and the 
exclusive possession of the king's person. 

This appears from a remarkable indenture, dated 
at Stirling, on the 10th of February, 1465, the 
contents of which not only disclose to us the ambition 
of this family, and the numerous friends and adherents 
whom they had already enlisted in their service, but 
throw a strong light upon the unworthy methods by 
which such lawless confe'deracies were maintained 
amongst the members of tlie Scottish aristocracy. 
The agreement bears to have been entered into 
betwixt honourable and worshipful lords, Robert, 
Lord Fleming, on tlie one side, and Gilbert, Lord 
Kennedy, elder brother of the bishop, and Sir Alex- 
ander Boyd of Duchol, knight, upon the other ; and 
it declares that these persons have soleinnly bound 
themselves, their kin, friends, and vassals, to stand 
each to the other, in " afald kindness, supply, and 
defence," in all their causes and quarrels in which 
they are either already engaged, or may happen to 
be hereafter engaged, during the ~vliole continuance 



of their lives. Lord Fleming, however, it would 
seem, had entered into a similar covenant with the 
Lords Livingston and Hamilton, and these two peers 
are specially excepted from that clause by which he 
binds himself to support Kennedy and Boyd against 
a11 manner of persons who live or die. I n  the same 
manner, these last-mentioned potentates except from 
the sweeping clause, which obliges them to consider 
as their enemies every opponent of Fleming, a long 
list of friends, to whom they had bound themselves 
in a similar indenture ; and it is this part of the deed 
which admits us into the secret of the early coalition 
between the house of Boyd and some of the most 
ancient and influential families in Scotland. The 
Earl of Crawford, Lord Montgomery, Lord Max- 
well, Lord Livingston, Lord Hamilton, and Lord 
Cathcart, along with a reverend prelate, Patrick 
Graham, Bishop of St Andrews, are specially enume- 
rated as the covenanted friends of Boyd and Kennedy. 
It is next declared that Lord Henling shall be retained 
as a member of the king's special council as long as 
the Lord Kennedy and Sir Alexander Boyd are 
themselves continued in the same office and service, 
and provided he solemnly obliges himself, in no 
possible manner, either by active measures, or by 
consent and advice, to remove the king's person from 
the keeping of Kennedy and Boyd, or out of the 
hands of any persons to whom they may have com- 
mitted the royal charge. By a subsequent part of 
the indenture it appears, that to Fleming was attri- 
buted a considerable influence over the mind of the 
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youthful monarch ; for he is made to promise that he 
will employ his sincere and hearty endeavours to 
incline tlie king to entertain a sincere and affectionate 
attachment to Lord Kennedy and Sir Alexander 
Boyd, with their children, friends, and vassals. The 
inducement by which Lord Fleming was persuaded 
to give his cordial support to tlie Boyds is next 
included in the agreement, and it affords, it must be 
allowed, a melancholy picture of the venality and v 

corruption of the aristocracy. It is declared, that 
if any office happen to fall vacant in the king's gift, 
which is a reasonable and proper thing for the Lord 
Fleining's service, he shall be promoted thereto for 
his reward ; and it continues, " if there happens a 
large thing to fall, such as ward, relief, marriage, or 
other perquisite, as is meet for the Lord Fleming's 
service, he shall have it, for a reasonable composition, 
before any other." I t  is finally concluded between 
the contracting parties, that two of Lord Henling's 
special friends and retainers, Tom of Somerville, and 
Wat of Tweedy, shall be received by Kennedy and 
Boyd amongst the number of their adherents, and 
maintained in all their causes and quarrels, and the 
deed is solemnly sealed and ratified by their oaths 
taken upon the holy gospels.' 

Such is a specimen of the mode in which the pro- 
sperity of the kingdom was sacrificed to the private 

This valuable original document was communicated to me by 
James Maidment, Esq., through whose kind permission it is printed 
in  the Appendix, Lett,er G. 
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