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THE news of the discomfiture of the Scottish 
army at Flodden spread through the land with a 
rapidity of terror and sorrow proportionate to the 
greatness of the defeat, and the alarming condition 
into which it instantly brought the country. The 
wail of private grief, from the hall to the cottage, 
was loud and universal. In the capital were to be 
heard the shrieks of women who ran distractedly 
through the streets bewailing the husbands, the 
sons, or the brothers, who had fallen, clasping 
their infants to their bosoms, and anticipating in 
tears the coming desolation of their country. In 
the provinces, as the gloomy tidings rolled on, the 
same scenes were repeated ; and liad Surrey been 
inclined, or in a condition to pursue his victory, 
the consequences of the universal panic were much 



to be dreaded; but the very imminency of the 
public danger was salutary in checking this violent 
outburst of sorrow in the capital. During the 
absence of the chief magistrates who had joined 
the army with the king, the merchants to whom 
their authority had been deputed, exhibited a fine 
example of firmness and presence of mind. They 
issued a proclamation which was well adapted to 
restore order and resolution. I t  took notice of 
the great rumour touching their beloved monarch 
and his army, which had reached the city, dwelt 
on its uncertainty, and abstained from the men- 
tion of death or defeat ; it  commanded the whole 
body of the townsmen to arm themselves a t  the 
sound of the common bell, for the defence of 
the city. I t  enjoined, under the penalty of banish- 
ment, that no females should be seen crying or 
wailing in the streets, and concluded by re- 
commending all women of the better sort to 
repair to the churches, and there offer up their 
petitions to the God of battles, for their sovereign 
lord and his host, with those of their fellow citizens 
who served therein.' 

I t  was soon discovered that, for the moment at 
least, Surrey had suffered so severely that he did 
not find himself strong enough to prosecute the 
victory, and an interval of deliberation was thus 
permitted to the country. Early in October, a 
parliament assembled at Perth, which from the 

' Haile's Remarks on the History of Scotla~id, chap is. 
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death of the flower of the nobility at  Flodden, con- 
sisted chiefly of the clergy.' I t  proceeded first to 
the coronation of the infant king, which was per- 
formed at  Scone with the usual solemnity, but 
amid the tears, instead of the rejoicings of the 
people; its attention was then directed to the 
condition of the country; but its deliberations 
were hurried, and unfortunately no satisfactory 
record of them remains. Contrary to the cus- 
tomary law, the regency was committed to the 
queen mother, from a feeling of affectionate re- 
spect to the late king. The castle of Stirling, with 
the custody of the infant monarch, was entrusted 
to Lord Borthwick; and it was determined, till 
more protracted leisure for consultation had been 
given, and a fuller parliament assembled, that 
the queen should use the counsel of Beaton, 
Archbishop of Glasgow, with the Earls of Huntly 
and A n g ~ s . ~  I t  appears, however, that even a t  
this early period, there was a party in Scotland 
which looked with anxiety on the measure of 
committing the chief situation in the government 
to a female, whose near connection with England 
rendered it possible that she might act under 
foreign influence; and a secret message was dis- 
patched by their leaders to the Duke of Albany, 
in France-a nobleman, who, in the event of the 
death of the young king, was the next heir to the 

Dacre to the Bishop of Durham, 29th Oct. Cal. B. 111. 11. 
9 Dacre to the.Kings Highness.-Harbotill, 13-Nov. Cal. B. VI. 
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throne, requesting him to repair to Scotland and 
assume the office of regent, which of right be- 
longed to his rank.' 

In the mean time the apprehensions of the 
country were quieted by the intelligence that 
Surrey had disbanded his host - a proceeding 
to which that able commander was reduced not 
only by the loss which he had sustained, but the 
impossibility of supporting an invading army with- 
out the co-operation of a fleet. I t  was probably 
on his own responsibility that Howard thus acted, 
for, on receiving accounts of the victory, whilst 
still in France, Henry appears to have been so- 
licitous to follow up his advantage, and trans- 
mitted orders to Lord Dacre, of the north, warden 
of the Eastern Marches, and Lord Darcy, direct- 
ing them to make three principal incursions into 
Scotland. These orders were partially obeyed, 
and in various insulated inroads much devastation 
was committed by the English; but the retalia- 
tion of Home, the chamberlain and warden of the 
Scottish Marches, was equally prompt and de- 
structive, whilst the only consequences from such 
mutual hostilities, were to protract the chances of 
peace by the exacerbation of national animosity. 

The condition of the country, meanwhile, was 
alarming, and when men began to recover from the 
first impulses of grief, and to consider calmly the 
most probable schemes for the preservation of order, 
under the shock which it had received, the pro- 

' Lesly, Bannat. Edit. p. 97.-Pinkerton, vol. ii. p. 112. 
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spect on every side appeared alnlost hopeless. The 
dignified clergy, undoubtedly the ablest and best 
educated class in Scotland, from whose ranks the 
state had been accustomed to look for its wisest 
councillors, were divided into feuds amongst them- 
selves, occasioned by the vacant benefices. The 
Archbishop of St. Andrew's, the Prelates of Caith- 
ness and the Isles, with other ecclesiastical dig- 
nitaries, had fallen in the field of Flodden, and 
the intrigues of the various claimants distracted 
the church and the council. There were evils 
also to be dreaded from the character and the 
youth of the queen mother. Margaret had been 
married a t  fourteen, and was now only twenty- 
four: her talents were of so high an order that 
they drew forth the unbiassed encomium of 
Surrey, Dacre, and Wolsey ; but there were some 
traits in her disposition which remind us of her 
brother, Henry the Eighth, Her resentments 
were hasty-her firmness sometimes degenerated 
into obstinacy-her passions were often too strong 
for her better judgment; her beauty, vivacity, 
and high accomplishments, were fitted to delight 
and adorn a court, but imparted an early devo- 
tion to pleasure, too much encouraged by the 
example of the late king; and which, his sudden 
and unhappy fate rather checked than eradicated. 
For a while, however, the excess of grief, and her 
situation, which promised an increase to the royal 
family, kept her in retirement, and rendered her 
an object of deep interest to the people. 



The Duke of Albany had now received the in- 
vitation from the lords of his party; and unable 
instantly to obey it in person, he sent over the 
Sieur D'Arsie de la Bastie,' the same accomplished 
knight whom we have seen so marked a favourite 
of James the Fourth, and who was already per- 
sonally known to many of the Scottish nobles. 
Along with him came the Earl of Arran, who, since 
the unfortunate result of his naval expedition, by 
which the late king had been so deeply in- 
censed, appears to have remained in France, in 
command of that portion of the fleet which was 
the property of the crown; the remainder, con- 
sisting of merchant vessels commissioned by go- 
vernment, having probably long ago dispersed on 
private adventure. He was cousin german to 
Albany ; the former being the son of Mary, sister 
to James the Third ; the latter of Alexander, the 
brother of that prince, whose treason, as we have 
seen, against the government in 1482, did not 
scruple to aim a t  the crown, and even to brand 
the reigning monarch with illegitimacy. Arran still 
bore the title of High Admiral, and brought to 
Scotland a few ships, the three largest vessels 
having been left behind in France. His high birth 
and near relationship to the royal family impressed 
him with the idea that his interference would be 
respected, but his abilities were of an inferior 
order, and he found many proud nolnles ready to 
dispute his authority. Amongst these, the principal 
were Home, the Chamberlain ; the Earl of Angus, 

Lesly, p. 97. 
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the recent death of whose father and grandfather 
had placed him, when still a young man, at the 
head of the potent house of Douglas ; and the Earls 
of Huntly and Crawford, who were the most 
influential lords in the north. Between Home and 
Angus, a deadly feud existed-the lesser nobles 
and gentry in the south joining themselves to 
one side or the other, as seemed most agreeable 
to their individual interests ; whilst in Athol and 
other northern districts, bands of robbers openly 
traversed the country; and on the borders, the 
dignities and revenues of the church, and the 
benefices of the inferior clergy, became the sub- 
jects of violent and successful spoliation.' 

I n  the midst of these scenes of public disorder; 
repeated attempts were made to assemble the par- 
liament; but the selfishness of private ambition, 
and the confusion of contradictory councils, dis- 
tracted the deliberations of the national council ; 
and the patriotic wisdom of the venerable Elphin- 
ston in vain attempted to compose their differ- 
ences.' I t  was, however, determined that for the 
immediate repressing of the disturbances, the Earl 
of Crawford should be appointed chief justice to 
the north of the Forth, and Home to the same 
office in the south, whilst, in contevplation of the 
continuance of the war with England, an attempt 
was made to derive assistance from the courts of 
Denmark and France. TO the sovereigns of both 
these countries Scotland had been profuse of her 

Pinkerton, vol. ii. p. 120. 
"acre t;o the King, loth March, Calig~~la, R. VI. 48. 
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assistance, in troops and in money. The insur- 
rection of the Norwegians against the Danish 
monarch had been put down by herin~trumentali t~,  
and the war with England, which had cost the 
country so dear, had been undertaken a t  the insti- 
gation of France-yet from neither the one nor the 
other, did the Scots, in their day of calamity, 
receive any thing more substantial than promises. 
The present policy of Lewis the Twelfth, who had 
been reduced to extremity by the league formed 
against him, rendered this monarch solicitous for 
peace with England, and fearful of any step which 
might exasperate its sovereign. He not only, 
therefore, refused all active assistance, but unge- 
nerously threw difficulties in the way of Albany's 
departure, pretending that he could not dispense 
with the services of so valuable a subject : a mor- 
tifying lesson to Scotland upon the folly of her 
foreign alliances, but of which she had not yet 
the wisdom to make the proper use. 

In the midst of this disturbance a t  home, and 
disappointment abroad, the queen mother was de- 
livered of a son, who was named Alexander, and 
created Duke of Ross, whilst a parliament, which 
met immediately after her recovery, confirmed her 
in the regency, and appointed " three wise lords," 
whose names do not appear, to have the keeping 
of the young king and his brother.' Yet, in spite 
of every endeavor to allay them, the disorders of 
the country continued ; and whilst the queen col-- 
responded with her brother, lamenting the selfish 

Marpret to Dacre, Calig. B. VI. 78. 
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ambition and fierce independence of Home, who 
arrogated to himself an almost royal authority, that 
monarch ungenerously abused her information, by 
directing his wardens of the border to repeat their 
inroads, and carry havoc and war into the defence- 
less country. It was a miserable feature of feudal 
Scotland (it may be said, indeed, of feudal Europe) 
that a woman of any wealth or rank, who was de- 
prived of the protection of a husband or father, 
became an object of constant pursuit, liable to be 
invaded in her castle, and carried 08 by some of 
those remorseless barons, who, in the prosecution 
of their daring ends, little recked the means 
they used. The greater the prize, the more certain 
and alarming was the danger ; and as the posses- 
sion of the person of the infant monarch gave to 
any faction which obtained ita the chief influence 
in the government, we may easily understand that 
the queen mother, surrounded by a fierce and 
ambitious nobility, for the suppression of whose 
lawless proceedings the authority with which she 
had been intrusted was insufficient, soon began to 
long for some more powerful protector. That 
Margaret, therefore, shouId have thought of a 
second marriage was by no means extraordinary ; 
but when i t  was declared that, without any pre- 
vious consultation with her council, she had sud- 
denly given her hand to the Earl of Angus, the 
people were scandalised at  the levity which marked 
her choice. I t  was evidently a match not so much 
of policy, as of passion, for Angus is described by 
the sagacious Dacre as c c  childish, young, and 



19 attended by no wise councillors ; but his person 
and countenance were beautiful, his accomplish- 
ments showy and attractive, whilst his power, as 
the head of the house of Douglas, was equal, if not 
superior, to that of any baron in the kingdom. The 
queen herself was still in the very bloom of her 
youthful loveliness ; and when her affections fixed 
upon Angus, she only waited for her recovery from 
childbirth, to hurry into marriage with a precipi- 
tancy which was scarcely decorous, and certainly 
unwise. By the terms of the royal will, i t  a t  once 
put an end to her regency; and although A.ngus 
flattered himself that his new title, as husband of 
the queen, would confer upon him the tutelage of 
the infant sovereign, he was met by an opposition 
far more powerful than he anticipated. 

The peace between France and England was 
now concluded ; and although Scotland was em- 
braced in the treaty a t  the desire of Lewis, the 
cold and cautious terms in which that country was 
mentioned, might have convinced her rulers of the 
folly which had squandered so much treasure, and 
sacrificed so much national prosperity for a sove- 
reign whose gratitude lasted no longer than his 
necessity. It was stated that if, upon notification 
of the peace, the Scots were desirous of being in- 
cluded, there should be no objection urged to their 
wishes;' but if', after intimation of these terms, 
which was to be made before the 15th of September, 
any invasions took place on the borders, the clause 

Pinkerton, ii. pp. 121, 122. 



comprehending that country was to be of no effect. 
NO invasion of any note did take place-but minor 
inroads on both sides disturbed, as usual, the peace 
of the marches, and the difficulty of adjusting these 
in the courts of the wardens, with the desire to 
postpone all leading measures till the arrival of 
Albany, occasioned a delay of eight months before 
Scotland acceded to the treaty. 

One of the immediate effects of the imprudent 
marriage of the queen seems to have been, the 
separation of the nobility and the country into 
two great factions, which took the names of the 
English and French parties. At the head of the 
former were Angus and the queen ; indeed, if we 
except the great power and widely-ramifying vas- 
salage of the House of Douglas, there were few 
other permanent sources of strength on which they 
could build their hopes. The latter, the French 
faction, embraced almost the whole nobility, and 
was supported by the sympathies of the people. 
The fatal defeat a t  Flodden was yet fresh in their 
memory, and revenge, a natural feeling, to which 
the principles of the feudal system added intensity, 
prompted them to fruitless desires for a continuance 
of the war ; a jealousy of the interference of Henry, 
a ckrtainty that the queen mother had entered into 
an intimate correspondence with this monarch, 
consulting him upon those public meas~~res  which 
ought to have been regulated by the council and 
the parliament, and a recollection of the intole- 
rable domination, once exercised by the House of 



Doudas, all united to increase the numbers of the 
French faction, and to cause a universal desire for 
the arrival of the Duke of Albany. Nor could this 
event be much longer delayed. Lewis had now 
no pretext for his detention ; the peace with Eng- 
land was concluded, the sentence of forfeiture, 
which had excluded the duke from the enjoyment 
of his rank and estates in Scotland was removed, 
and the condition of the country called loudly for 
some change. 

At this crisis, the death of the venerable and 
patriotic Elphinston, Archbishop of St. Andrew's, 
removed the only mind which seemed to possess 
authority in the state, and, by vacating the pri- 
macy, increased the struggles of individual ambi- 
tion.' The queen nominated as his successor the 
celebrated Gawin Douglas, her husband's uncle,- 
a Inan whose genius, had this been the only re- 
quisite for t h e  important dignity, was calculated 
to bestow distinction upon any situation. Hepburn, 
however, prior of St. Andrew's, a churchman of 
a turbulent and factious character, had interest 
enough with the chapter to secure his own elec- 
tion; whilst Formau, Bishop of Moray, the per- 
sonal favorite of the late king, whose foreign 
negotiations and immense wealth, renderecl him 
all-powerful at  the court of Rome, was appointed 
to fill the vacant see by a papal bull, which he 
for a while did not dare to promulgate. An inde- 
cent spectacle was thus exhibited, which COUICZ 

Lesly, p. 100. 
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not fail to lower the church in the eyes of the 
peopIe : the servants of Douglas, supported by 
his nephew and the queen, had seized the archi- 
episcopal palace, but were attacked by Hep- 
burn, who carried the fortress, and kept pas- 
session of it, although threatened by Angus with 
a siege. Forman, however, had the address to 
secure the interest of Home, the chamberlain, 
and a treaty having been entered into, in which 
money was the chief peacemaker, i t  was agreed, 
that Hepburn should surrender the castle, on condi- 
tion of retaining the revenues which he had already 
collected, and receiving for his nephew the rich 
priory of Coldingham.' 

These ecclesiastical comlnotions were far sur- 
passed by the feuds amongst the nobles,' who 
traversed the country at the head of large bodies 
of their armed vassals, and waged private war 
against each other with a ferocity which defied 
all interference : the Earl of Arran, encouraged 
by the protracted delay of Alhany, aspired to 
the regency; and being joined by the Earls 
of Lennox and Glencairn, declared war against 
Angus, who narrowly escaped falling into an am- 
buscade which was laid for his destruction. The 
Castle of Dumbarton was seized by Lennox, 
and Erskine, the governor, who held it for the 
queen, expelled from his place. Dunbar, the most 
important fortress in the kingdom, was delivered 
to the French knight, de la Bastie, who claimed it 
as that part of the earldom of March which be- 

Lesly, p. 101. 



longed to his master, Albany. Beaton, Archbishop 
of Glasgow, a prelate of a selfish and intriguing 
temper, keenly supported the ir~terests of the 
French party, whilst the Earl of Huntly, one of 
the most powerful barons in the north, threw his 
influence into the scale of the queen and Angus, 
which was supported also by Lord Drulnmond 
and the earl marshal.' Under this miserable state 
of things, Henry the Eighth, by means of his able 
minister, Lord Dacre, who entertained many Scot- 
tish spies in his pay, kept up a regular correspon- 
dence with the queen, and availed hiinself of their 
confusion, to acquire a paramount influence over 
the affairs of the country. He even carried his in- 
trigues so far as to make a secret proposal to Mar- 
garet for her immediate flight with the infant mon- 
arch and his brother into England, a scheme which 
alnounted to nothing less than treason : the agents 
in this plot were Williamson, one of the creatures 
of  acre, an English ecclesiastic resident in Scot- 
land, and Sir ~ a m e s  Inglis, the secretary of the 
queen. Margaret, in reply, I-egrettecl that she was 
not a private woman, able to fly with her chil- 
dren from the land where she was so unhappy ; 
but a queen, who was narrowly watched ; whilst 
any failure in such an attempt might have cost her 
servants their heads, and herself her liberty. I t  
is, perhaps, not extraordinary, that such a scheme 

l Orig. Letter, quoted by Pinkerton, vol. ii. p. 126, Sir Jaines 
Inglis to Williamson, 22 Jan. 1515. Caligula, l?. 1. 22. 
B. VI. 114. 
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should be regarded with no very strong feeling of 
revolt by the youthful queen, to whom Henry art- 
fully held out the inducement of her son being 
declared heir apparent to the English throne. But 
that Angus, and his uncle Douglas should have 
entertained the proposal, that they should rather 
have declined i t  as dangerous, and not strictly 
honest, than cast i t  from them as an insult to their 
feeling of national honour and individual integrity, 
presents the principles of these eminent persons 
in no very favorable light. Meanwhile, a1 though 
baffled in the perpetration of this project, the in- 
trigues of Dacre contributed greatly to strengthen 
the English faction, and Home, whose formidable 
power and daring character rendered his accession 
no light matter, threw his weight into the party 
of the qiieen. 

Albany, who had long delayed his voyage, now 
began to think in earnest of repairing to Scotland. 
The death of Lewis the Twelfth, which had been 
followed by the accession of Francis the First, was 
accompanied by no material cllange in the policy 
of his kingdom towards her ancient ally ; and an 
embassy was dispatched to induce the Scottish 
government to delay no longer accepting those 
terms by which they were comprehended in the 
peace between France and England. In a letter 
from the Council of State, this request was com- 
plied with, on the ground, that although not so far 
weakened by their recent disaster, as to doubt 
they should be soon able to requite their enemies, 
yet, for the love they bore to France, and their zeal 
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for the crusade against the infidels, which was 
then in agitation, they would be sorry that Scot- 
land should oppose itself to a general peace.' 

Scarce had Le Vaire and Villebresme, the French 
ambassadors, received this favourable answer, 
when, on the 18th of May, the Duke of klbany, 
with a squadron of eight ships, came to ancllor a t  
Dumbarton."is arrival had been anxiously ex- 
pected, he landed amidst the unaffected joy of 
all who desired the re-establishment of good 
government in the country ; and he was soon 
after installed in the office of Regent ;S but the 
task of restoring order, was one of no easy exe- 
cution; and even to a statesman of far superior 
talents, some of the difficulties which presented 
themselves would have been almost insurinount- 
able. The intrigues of Henry the Eighth, conducted 
with much skill and judgment by Lord Dacre, had 
separated from his party some of the most potent 
of the nobility, who at  a former period anxiously 
requested his presence ; and many good men, who 
anxiously desired a continuance of peace, and de- 
plored the calamities which an unnecessary war 
liad already entailed upon the country, d~eading 
the politics of Albany, which soon disclosed an 
unreasonable animosity to England, threw their 
influence into the faction which opposed him : 

l Rymer, vol. xiii. p. 509. 
" These vessels appear to have been the remains of that fleet 

which James had dispatched, under the Earl of Arran, to the 
assistance of the French monarch, and whose building and outfit 
had cost the country an immense sum. Lesly, p. 102. 
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others, indeed, resented the interference of England 
in the Scottish councils, deeming it impolitic and 
unnatural, that the monarchwho had slain the father, 
and shed with unexampled profusion the noblest 
blood in the land, should be selected as the favoured 
councillor of the infant successor and his widowed 
mother. To assert their independence as a king- 
dom, and to cherish a hope of revenge, were the 
principles which actuated no inconsiderable party; 
nor is i t  to be doubted, that amongst the great body 
of the people these feelings were regarded with 
applause. Of this sumerous class the new regent 
might have easily secured the support, had he not 
alienated them by a too servile devotion to France; 
whilst the English party brought forward very 
plausible arguments to show the danger of entrust- 
ing the government of the kingdom, or the custody 
of the sovereign and his brother, to one so circum- 
stanced as Albany. From his father, who had 
traitorously attempted to seize the crown, and to 
brand the royal family with the stain of illegiti- 
macy, he was not likely, they said, to imbibe very 
loyal ideas-whilst the late instance in England, 
of the crimes of Richard the Third, would 
not fail to suggest a lesson of successful usurp- 
ation, and murder, to a Scottish usurper, be- 
tween whom and his title to the throne there stood 
only the slender lives of two infants. Even 
setting aside these weighty considerations, they 
contended, that he evinced nothing of the feelings 
or natioilal independence of a Scotsman. He was 
ignorailt _of the constitution, of the language, of 



the manners of the country : his loyalty to the 
French king, whom he constantly styled his 
master ; his ties to that kingdom, where his life had 
been spent, his honors won, and his chief estates 
were situated ; his descent from a French mother, 
and marriage with the Countess of Auvergne, 
were all enumerated, and with mueh plausibility, 
as circumstances which incapacitated him from 
feeling that ardent and exclusive interest in Scot- 
land which ought to be found in him to whon~ 
the regency was committed. When to all this it is 
added, that Albany was passionate in his temper, 
and sometimes capricious and wavering in his 
policy, i t  was hardly to be expected that his go- 
vernment should be attended with much success. 

Yet his first measures were calculated to con- 
tradict such surmises by the steady determination 
which they evinced to put down the English party, 
and to curb the insolence of power which had been 
shown by the supporters of Angus and the queen. 
Lord Drummond, grandfather to Angus, and con- 
stable of Stirling Castle, was committed prisoner 
to the Castle of Blackness, for an insult offered to 
Lion Herald, in the queen's presence.' Soon after, 
Gawin Douglas, the talented and learned Bishop 
ofDunkeld, and uncle to Angus, was shut up in the 
sea tower of St. Andrew's, on a charge of having 
illegally procured his noinination to that see by the 
influence of Henry the Eighth with the papal 
court: i t  was in vain that the queen implored, 

' Acts of the Pal-l. of Scotlar~rl, vol. ii. p. 284. Calig. B. VI. 105. 
Remembrance of an Informacion by me, Margaret, Quenc of Scots. 
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even with tears, the pardon and delivery of her 
faithful councillors,-the first, recommended by 
his vcnerable age, and steady attachment to the 
royal family, the other by his distinguished talents. 
Albany was unmoved ; and the supporters of the 
queen, with the exception of Home and Angus, 
shrunk from an alliance which exposed them to so 
severe a reckoning.' 

But the most important affair, and one which 
required immediate attention, was the custody 
of the young monarch and his brother. These 
princes were still under the charge of their Ino- 
ther, the queen dowager. The negociations, how- 
ever, into which she had entered with Hen the 
Eighth, and in the course of which l~Ti l l iams~n and 
Dacre had almost prevailed on her to deliver the 
royal children to England, proved clearly that 
since her new connection with Angus, she was 
unworthy to remain their protector. The regent, 
therefore, wisely judged that no time ought to be 
lost in removing them from her charge; and for 
this purpose, a parliament was assexllbled at  Edin- 
burgh. The measures which were adopted, appear 
to have been framed with as much attention to 
the feelings of the mother, as was compatible with 
the security of the princes. Eight lords were 
nominated by the parliament, out of which number 
four were to be chosen by lot ;  and from these 
Margaret was to select three, to whose custody the 
king and his brother were to be committed. This 
having been done, the three peers, with much 

Quecn Margaret's Remembrance. Calig. B. VI. 105. 



solemnity, proceeded to the Castle of Edinburgh, 
where the commands of the parliament were to 
be carried into effect; hut nothing was farther 
than obedience from the rnind of the queen. 
When the nobles approached, the gates of the 
fortress were thrown open, disclosing to the 
populace, who rent the air with their acclama- 
t ion~ ,  their royal mistress shnding at  the en- 
trance, with the king at  her side, his hand locked 
in hers ; and a nurse behind, who held his infant 
brother in her arms.' The sight was imposing; nor 
was its effect diminished, when, with an air of 
dignity, and a voice, whose full tones all could 
distinctly hear, she bade them stand and declare 
their errand. On their answer, that they came in 
the name of the parliament, to receive from her 
their sovereign and his brother, the princess com- 
manded the warder to drop the portcullis, and that 
massive iron barrier having instantly descended 
between her and the astonished delegates, she 
thus addressed them :-c' I hold this castle by the 
gift of my late husband, your sovereign, nor shall 
I yield it to any person whatsoever ; but I respect 
the parliament, and require six days to consider 
their mandate, for most important is my charge; 
and my councillors, alas, are now few." Alarmed 
for the consequences of this refusal, which, if per- 
severed in, amounted to treason, Angus, who stood 
beside the queen, intreated her to obey the order of 

' Dame to the Council. Caligula, B. 11. 341 ; a most interesting 
original letter,-fist opened by the research of Pillkerton, vol. ii. 
p. 137. 
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the parliament, and took a notarial instrument on 
the spot, that he had consented to the surrender of 
the children; but Alargaret was firm, and the 
peers retired to acquaint the regent with their ill- 
s u c c e s ~ . ~  

Meanwhile, their mothei- removed them from 
Edinburgh Castle, which she dreaded could not 
be defended against the forces of the parliament, 
to Stirling, a city more completely devoted to her 
interest. She then transmitted her final answer to 
the regent: it proposed, that the children should 
be committed to the custody of Angus, Home, 
the Earl Marshal, and Lauder of the Bass,-all 
of them, with the exceptior~ of the Marshal, de- 
voted to her interest, and in intimate correspon- 
dence with England." This evasion, which was 
nothing more than a reiteration of her refusal to 
obey the orders of parliament, rendered it neces- 
sary for Albany to adopt decisive measures. He 
accordingly collected an armed force, summoned 
all the lords, on their allegiance, to lend their assist- 
ance in enforcing the orders of the supreme 
council of the nation ; directed Ruthven and 
Borthwick to blockade the Castle of Stirling, so 
that no provisions should be permitted to enter; and 
commanded Home, who was then provost of Edin- 
burgh, to arrest Sir George Douglas, the brother 
of Angus, that peer being himself in the Mearns ; 
whilst his uncle held Douglas Castle. Home in- 
dignantly refused ; and, under cover of night, fled 
to Newark, a border tower upon the Yarrow, 

Caligula, B. 11. 341 h. 2. "Ibid. 
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wllilst Angus, who had received orders to join the 
host at  the head of his vassals, kept himself within 
his strength, in his own country, and con- 
centrated his power for the storm which he saw 
approaching. 

A proclamation was now issued against S U C I ~  
persons as illegally retained the Castle of Stir- 
ling; and Albany, at  the head of seven thousand 
men, and attended by all the peers, except 
Home and Angus, marched against that fortress, 
and summoned it to an immediate surrender. 
Resistance was hopeless; and the queen had 
already carried her obstinacy beyond all prudent 
bounds; her party, which chiefly consisted of 
friends retained in her service by the money of 
England, deserted her when the danger became 
imminent ; and requesting an interview with the 
regent, she delivered the keys of the castle to the 
infant monarch, who placed them in the hand of 
Albany, and only added her hope, that the royal 
children, herself, and Angus, would be ireated 
with favor. The answer of the regent assured 
the princess, that ,to herself and his infant sove- 
reign, he was animated by no feelings but those of 
devoted loyalty ; but for Angus, whose opposition 
to the will of parliament, and dangerous corre- 
spondence with England, amounted, he declared, 
to treason, he would promise nothing, so long as 
he and his followers were banded together in open 
rebellion.' The king, and his infant brother, were 

Dacre to tllc Council, 7th of August. Caligulu, B. 11. 369. 
Diurnal of occurcnts, p. G. 
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