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SCOTLAND was iiotv a t  peace ; aud the Regent, hayillg 
nothing t o  fear from domestic eilemies or foreigl~ 
intrigue, addressed hiillself with great energy and 
success to  reduce the country t o  order. The border 
districts, at all times impatient under the restraints of 
a firm government, had, during the late civil coinmo- 
tions, become the scene of the utmost violence ailcl 
confusion ; but Morton, 'advancing from Peebles t o  
Jedbur~h  with a force of four thousancl men, soon 
colnpelled the principal chiefs to  respect the law and 
give pleclges for their obedience.' Sir James Hume 

' 316. r~cttcr, St. P. OE ~ h c  ltcgcnt to  Lord Bnrglllc~, l i c l ~ ~ ,  
30th August, 1573. 
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of Coldingknowes, was then appointed warden of the 
East, Lord Maxwell of the West, and Sir John Car- 
michael, of the Middle Marches;' and the Regent had 
leisure to  renew his correspondence and confirm his 
ties with England. 

Some time before this, when Killigrew, after his 
successful embassy, returned to the English court,2 
Morton had sent a memorial to  Elizabeth," in vl~ich 
he pointed out the principles upon which he proposed 
to  regulate his future government. He  declared the 
grateful feelings entertained by himself and the peo- 
ple, for her late assistance in quieting their troubled 
country, and reducing i t  under the King's ~bedience.~ 
H e  urged the necessity of entering into a mutual 
league for the maintenance of the Protestant religion 
and its professors against the Council of Trent; and 
suggested the expediency of a contract or band for 
mutual defence from foreign in~as ion .~  I n  a letter 
mit ten a t  the same time t o  Burghley, he pointed out 
the heavy charges which he had incurred, and re- 
quested pecuniary assistance, as  i t  would still be 
necessary for him to provide against any renewed 
rebellion by keeping up a body of troops; and he, 
lastly, reminded her that Mary, the root of all the 

1 Diurnal of Occurrents i11 Scotlnncl, p. 337. Rpottiswood, 
p. 2'72. 

V u n e  29. 
3 Copy, St. P. Off. Memoire of me, the Lord Regent of Scotland, 

to the Queen's Majesty of England's Ambassador, &C., 26th June, 
1573. 

11)icl. 5 Ibid. 
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still ill ller po~1~e1; alld 21.t 1lcl' disposal. 
~l~~ g r o u ~  of the trouble," said Le. " remains in 

ller Majesty's hands ~ I I C ~  gomcr ; wherenllto I dol'bt 
llot ller lligllncss will put order r ~ ~ h e n  she thinks tilne, 
so as I will not be filrther o~lriolls tllcra- 
anent, abiding the knowledge of her JhjeSty's mind, 
how shall think convenie~it to  proceed ill that  
behalf."' It appears t o  me, from this selltence, that  
the Regent illvited the English Queen to  the 
negotiations for putt,ing Mary t o  death in Scotland, 
~ v l ~ i c l ~  were so suddc~ily broken off by the decease of 
Mar ;  and indeed, some time before the snrrencler of 
the Castle of Edinbul.gh, Icilligrew, the Ambassador, 
wrote to  Bnrghley, that  he hacl give11 Mortoll a stroi~g 
hint upon the subject. IJe statecl, that in a conrer- 
sation which took place in the palace, tllc Rcgent 
had declared, that a s  long as  the Scottisli Qucen 
lived, there wonld be treason, troubles, and ln,isc]lief; 
t o  ~vliich, said Killigrew, "I answered he lllight help 
that ;  alld he  said, when ,211 was clone, he thougllt a t  
the next parliament * * to  prove the noblelllen aftei. 
this collcord, t o  see what niigllt be done."2 \Ve do 
llot find, llomever, that  Elizabeth a t  this lnomellt ga,7e 

encouragement t o  the renewal of this nefarious 
negotiation. 

TTas non7 quiet ill Scotland, ,zncl i t  is 

' 31% Letter7 St. P. Off. Norton to Bo~*gl~llley, 25th June, 1573. 
' MS. Letter, St. P. Off. The Regeilt to  Lorcl Burghley, IIoly- 

mod, 26111 June, 1573. Also 318. Letter St. P. Off. I<illigrer 
to Burghley, 4th IIrtrcll, l j 7 2 - ~ .  
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able that, notwithstanding the miseries of the civil 
the general prosperity of the country had been 
ressive. Commerce and trade had increased ; 

allu whilst the power of 'the high feudal lords was 
visibly on the decay, the middle classes had risen in 
importance; and the great body of the people, in- 
structed in their political duties by the sermons of 
the clergy, and acquiring from the institution of parish 
schools a larger sh-e of education and intelligence, 
began to appreciate their rights, and to feel their owl1 
strength. There is a passage in a letter of IGlli- 
grew, which is worthy of notice upon this subject. 
" Methinks," said this acute observer, " I see the 
noblemen's great credit decay in this country, and 
the barons, burrows, and such like, take more upon 
them; the ministers and religion increase, and the 
desire in them to prevent the practices of the Papists; 
the number of able men for service very great, and 
well furnished both on horse and foot ; their navy so 
augmented, as it is a thing almost incredible." ' It 
is to be recollected, that Killigrew's last visit to 
Scotland had been in 1567, immediately after the 
murder of the King ; : the remarkable change 
which he now noticec iken place in the brief 
l~eriod of five years. 

hing state of things, however, did not 
; for although the Regent was justly 

entitled to the  raise of restoring seeurity and order, 
and his vigou punishment of crime, and the 

Thi 
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j, had b 

1 MS. Letter, St. Y.  Vti. Killigrem to Burgl~ley, 1 l th Novcnl- 
bcr, 1572. 



rnainte~~ance of thc authority of the laws, was snl~e- 
rior to t h ~ t  of any former governor, there was one 
vice m]lich stained his cha,racter, ancl led to measures 
of 311 unpopular a8nd oppressive kind. This was 
avarice : and he found the first field for its exercise 
in an attack upon the patrimony of the Kirk. He  
had the address to  persuade the Presbyterian clergy, 
that it wonlcl he the best thing for their interests to  
resign a t  once into his hands the thirds of the bene- 
fices, which hacl been granted for their support hy a 
former parliament. Their collectors, he said, were 
often in arrear; but his object would be, to make 
the stipend local, and payable in each parish where 
they served. This would be a better system; and if 
it failed, they should, upon application, be imme- 
diately reinstated in their right and possessioi~.~ The 
plan was agreed to, b11t nras followed by immediate 
repentance on the pa.rt of the clergy ; as the moment 
Morton became possessed of the thirds, his scheme 
of spoliation was unma,sked. The course he followed 
~vas, to appoint two, three, or even four churches to 
one minister, who was bound to preach in them by 
turns ; alncl at  the same time he placed in every parish 
a reader, ~vhosc duty was to officiate in the min- 
ister's absence, and to whom a miserable pittance 
of t l ven t~  or forty po~ulds Scots was assigned. Hav- 
illg thlls a'llotted to the Chnrch the smallest possible 
sum, he seized the overplus for himself; and when the 
c l e r c ~ ,  sensible of their error, petitioned to be re- 
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instated in their property, as had been promised, they 
were at first met with delays, and at last peremptorily 
told, that the appointment of the stipends ought pro- 
perly to belong to the Regent and Council. 

Nothing could be more distressing and degrading 
to this independent body of men than such a atate of 
things. Before this, when their stipend was defec-, 
tive, they had an appeal to the superintendaiits, who, 
if not always able, were at least solicitous to relieve 
them. Naw, they were compelled to become suitors 
at Court, where their importunate complaints met 
only with ridicule and neglect. All this misery was 
justly laid to the Regent's account; and although 
once their favourite, as a steady friend to the Refor- 
mation, he became highly unpopular with the clergy. 

But, if the grasping avarice of Morton fell heavy 
on the ministers of the Kirk, their woes were little 
to the miseries of the lower classes, more especially 
the artisans, merchants, and burgesses of the capital. 
Many of these had remained in the city during the 
time of the late troubles. These were now treated 
as rebels, who had reaisted the King's authority; and 
they found that they must either submit to a public 
trial, or purchase security by payment of a heavy 
fine. The sum thus collected, was intended at first 
to be divided between the state and the citizens 
whose houses and property had been destroyed ; but 
it  followed the fate of all monies paid into the coffers 
of this rapacious governor. 

  not her source of complaint arose out of those 
I t inera~t  Courts, denominated Justice Ayres, and 
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held in different paits'of the kingdom; which, under 
his administration, b e c a ~ e  little else than parts of a 
system of legal machinery, invented to concuss and 
plunder all classes in the country. To supply them 
with victims, he kept in pay a numerous body of 
informers, whose btisinesa it  was to discover offences. 
Nor was it  difficult to  bring forward accusations of 
almost every possible nature, after so many years of 
a divided government, in which men, a t  one time or 
another, had been conipelled to acknowledge very op- 
posite authorities: now that of the King and his 
Regent ; now, of the Queen or her partisans. Ample 
ground was thus found for every species of prosecu- 
tion : against merchants for transporting coin out of 
the realm, against Protestants for transgressing the 
statute by eating flesh in Lent, against the poorer 
artisans or labourers for the mere remaining in a 
town or city which was occupied by the Queen's 
forces. As to those whose only offence was to be 
rich, their case was the worst of all ; for to have a 
full purse, and thole"' a, heavy fine to the Regent, 
were become synonymous terms. 

These were not Morton's only resources. His 
petitions to Elizabeth for support were importunate 
and incessant ; nor did he fail to remind her, that as 
it was by her "allowarice and advice that he had 
entered upon the Regency, so he confidently ex- 
pected her aid, especially in money, and pensions 
bestowed upon his friends." Although universally 

1 Thule," undergo. 
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repnted rich, he iwelt pathetica,lly on his limited 
revenue compared with his vast outlay ; and in the 
letter to  Burghley, which preferred these requeits, he 
a t  the same time earnestly recommended Elizabeth to 
keep a watchful eye upon France, as the noted Adam 
Gordon, who had already done so much mischief in 
the North, was now received at the French court, 
and, he heard, had offered, if properly supported, to  
overthrow the King's government in Scotland.' 

This news seems to  have alarmed the English 
Queen; for, .not long after, she again despatched 
Killigrew into that conntry. Her open object was 
to learn the state of public feeling, and the disposi- 
tion of the Regent ; " whether he was constant in his 
affection towards England ; how his government was 
liked by the people ; whether the Scottish Queen had 
yet any party there ; and, above all, to discover whe- 
ther France was intriguing, as had been reported, to  
get possession of the young King." To the Regent's 
proposal for a defensive and religious league, he mss 
instructed to reply, that she deemed such a measure 
a t  present unnecessary ; although, in any emergency, 
he might look confidently to her support. As to his 
request for money, Killigrew was, as delicately as he 
could, to " waive" all discussion upon the subject. 

Here, however, as in the former embassy, there 
was a mission within a mission ; and the envoy's 
open instructions embraced not the whole, nor even 
the most material part of the object for which he 

&IS. Letter, St. P. OK The Regent Morton to Bl~rgI~lllley, 
Jan. 21, 1573-4, Ilntltlington. 



was sent. He was enjoined by Burghley and Lei- 
cester (doubtless, as  before, with Elizabeth's know- 
ledge and advice) to  renew the negotiation for "the 
great matter;" the project for having Mary put to  
death in her own country, and by her own subjects. 
Unfortunately the written orders upon this point are 
now lost ; but immediately upon his arrival in Edin- 
burgh, the Ambassador communicated to Walsingham 
his fears that they had suffered the time for the 
accomplishment of,so desirable a result to go by.' 

On examining the state of the country, Icilligrew 
became convinced that his Sovereign and the English 
had lost popularity since his late residence in Scot- 
land. The Regent, although professing his usual 
devotion, appeared more distant and reserved. The 
Queen's coldness on the subject of the proposed 
league, and her evasion of his request for pensions, 
had produced no good effect; and some piracies 
committed by English subjects upon Scottish mer- 
chantmen, had occasioned great popular discontent. 

Not long after the Ambassador's arrival, he. re- 
paired to Stirling, where he was introduced to the 
young King, then only seven years old; and, a>fter 
the interview, he sent this interesting portrait of him 
to Wa,lsingham :-" Since my last unto you," said 
lie, " I have been a t  Stirling to  visit the King in lier 
Majesty's name, and met by the way the Countess 

' MS. St. P. Off. c'I~~structions given to Henry Killigrcw, Esq., 
&C.'' May 22, 1574, Signed by Walsingham. Also IfS. Letter, 
St. P. OfE T<illigren- to TTTnlsingl~nm, .Tune 8, 1674, ncrmick. 
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of Mar coming to  Edinburgh, to whom I did her 
Majesty's commendations. 

The King seemed to be very glad to hear from 
her Majesty, and could use pretty speeches : as, how 
much he was bound unto her Majesty, yea, more 
than to his own mother. And at my departure, he 
prayed me to thank her Majesty for the good remem- 
brance she had of him; and further desired me to 
make his hearty commendations unto her Majesty. 
His Grace is well grown, both in body and spirit, 
since I was last here. He speaketh the French 
tongue - marvellous well ; and that which seems 
strange to  me, he was able extempore (which he did 
before me) to read a chapter of the Bible out of 
Latin into French, and out of French after into 
English, so well, as few men could have added any- 
thing to his translation. His schoolmasters, Mr 
George Buchanan and Mr Peter Young, rare men, 
caused me to appoint the King what chapter I would; 
and so did I, whereby I perceived it was not studied 
for. They also made his Highness dance before me, 
which he likewise did with a very good grace; a 
Prince sure of great hope, if God send him life." l 

The English Ambassador remained in Scotland for 
more than two months, during which time he had 
ample opportunities to make himself acquainted with 
the state of the country. He found the Regent firm 
in his government, universally obeyed, somewhat 

1 MS. Letter, St. P. Off. Killigrewto Walsingliam, 31st June, 
1674. 
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more feared than loved ; but bold, decisive, and clear- 
headed in the adoption and execution of such me%- 
sures as he deemed necessary to  establish quiet and 
good order in the realm. 

The general prosperity of all classes of the people 
surprised him. He had, to use his own expression, 
left the country " in a consumption," distracted and 
impoverished by a long continuance of civil war? 
He had expected, on his return, to meet with the 
same melancholy state of things ; but to his astonish- 
ment, the nation, as he described it  to  Burghley and 
Walsingham, had recovered itself with a rapidity of 
which he found it  difficult to assign the cause. I t s  
commerce and manufactures were in a flourisliing 
condition, the people seemed to have forgotten their 
miseries, the nobles were reconciled to each other, 
and universally acknowledged the King's authority. 
Although French intrigue m7as still busy, and the 
captive Queen attempted to  keep up a party, the 
uncommon vigilance of Morton detected and put 
down all her Formerly, the people broken, 
bankrupt, and dispirited, were glad to sue for the 
protection of England, and the nobles were eager in 
their offers to Elizabeth. Now, to use Killipew's 
phrase, they were " lusty and independent ;" they 
talked as those who would be sued to ; their alliance, 
they said, had been courted by " great monarchies ;" 
and they complained loudly of the attack and plunder 
of their merchantmen by the English pirates. On 

l This must allnclc to his last visit but one, i. c. in 1567 ; for irl 

1572 Ilc describecl it as rzpidly improving. Supm, p. 4. 



this subject the Regent expressed himself keenly, 
and was greatly moved. H e  dwelt, too, on other 
causes of dissatisfaction. The rejection of the pro- 
posed league by Elizabeth ; her silence as to sending 
him any aid, or granting any pensions ; the delay in 
giving back the ordnance which had been taken by 
the English, and other lighter subjects of complaint, 
were all recapitulated ; and i t  m s  evident to Killi- 
grew that there was an alteration in the relative 
position of the two co~tntries, which he assured Wal- 
singham would not be removed bp mere words of 
compliment.' 

The Ambassador anxionsly impressed upon Eliza- 
beth and her ministers, that the Scots were no longer 
dependent upon England; and as to  attempting to 
make any impression upon the Itegent in " the great 
matter,"2 which Leicester and Burghley were solici- 
tous should be a p i n  secretly discussed, it seemed t o  
him a vain idea a t  present. I f  Morton were to con- 
sent to  pnt Mary to  death on her delivery into his 
hands, it would only be, as  he soon percei~ed, by the 
offer of a far higher bribe than Elizabeth was dis- 
posed to  give ; and by the settlement of large aimni- 
ties on such of the nobles as were confidants to  his 
cruel design. Killigrew was so assured of the back- 
wardness of his royal mistress upon this point, and 
the determination of the Regent not to more withont 

1 MS. Letter, St. P. Off. Killigrem to TValsingllnn~, dllnc 23, 
1574. Ibid. Snnle to the snme, 24th June, 1574. 31s. T,rttrr, 
St. P. Of. I(illiamw to ~ralsingham, 18th Jll~lc, l;:.!. 

Tlie 11aring Jlnry p11t to tlcntli iu Scotlnn~l. 



such induceineat, that he begged to be allowed to 
return. "I see no cause," said he to Walsingharn, 

why I should remain here any longer ; * * 
especially if you resolve not upon the league, nor 
upon pensions, which is the surest ground I do see 
to build ' the great matter' upon, without which 
small assurance can be made. I pray God we prove 
not herein like those who refused the three volumes 
of Sibylla's prophecies, with the price which after- 
wards they were glad to give for one that was lost; 
for sure I left the market here better cheap than now 
I find it."' . 

The Queen of England, however, was not to be 
so easily diverted from any object upon which she 
considered the safety of herself and her kingdom to 
depend, and she insisted that her Ambassador should 
remain and accompany the Regent in his Northern 
progress, upon which he was about to enter.' " I 
think it not convenient," said Walsingharn to him, in 
zl letter of the 18th July, "that you be recalled till 
such time qs you have advertised how you find the 
Itegent affected touching ' the great .matter' you had 
in con~mission to deal in; and therefore I think fit 
you accompany the Regent till you be re~oked."~ . 

In  the meaa time, Elizabeth held a secret confer- 

' MS. Letter, St. 1'. Off. Edin. Killigrew to Walsingl~am, 
July 12, 1574. MS. Letter, St. P. Off. Killigrew to Walsing- 
ham, 23d June, 1574. 

MS. Letter, St. P. Off. Killigrew to Uralsingham, June 23, 
1674. 

MS. Letter, Draft, St. P. Off. 7Valsinghain to I<illigre\v, 
July 18, 1574. 
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ence with Leicester, Burghley, and Walsingham, and 
appears to have herself suggested a new scheme for 
getting rid of Mary. It is unfortunately involved in 
much obscurity, owing to the letter in which it is 
alluded to being written partly in cipher ; but it  was 
disapproved of by Walsingham, apparently on the 
ground that it would be dangerous to send the Scot- 
tish Queen into Scotland, without an absolute cer- 
tainty that she should be put to  death.' 

The English Queen was evidently distracted be- 
tween the fear of two dangers-one, the retaining 
Mary within her dominions, which cxperience had 
taught her was the cause of constant plots and prac- 
tices against her ; the other, the delivering her to the 
Scots, an expedient which, unless it  were carried 
through in the way proposed by Burghley and Lei- 
cester, in 1572'-that is, under a positive agreement 
that she should be put to death, was, as they justly 
thought, full of peril. Morton, however, altholigh 

1 MS. Letter, St. P. Off. Walsingham to Killigrew, Wood- 
~tock, July 30, 1574. Rilligrew accordingly accompanied the 
Regent in his Northern progress ; and, on their arrival at Aber- 
deen, held a secret consnltation on the great matter; but unfortu- 
nately, the letters in which me might have looked for a particular 
account of mhat took place have clisappeared. All that we know 
with certainty is, that the Ambassador returned soon after to the 
English court, (Aug. 16 ;) and that in a brief memorandum of such 
things as the Regent desired him to remember in his conferences 
with the Queen of England, is this slight note :-"What further 
is to be looked for in that which past betwixt us at Aberdeen, 
touching the matter of greatmt moment."-MS. Mem. St. P. Off. 
Aug. 16, 1574. 

? vol. Percnth of t l i i~  IIi8tory, pp. 388, 389. 
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he had shown himself perfectly willing to receive 
Mary under this atrocious condition, continued firm 
in his resolution not to sel1,his services for mere 
words. He, too, insisted on certain terms ; especially 
an advance in money, and pensions to his friends. 
But  the Queen deemed his demands exorbitant; and, 
as was not unfrequent with her when pressed by a 
difficulty from which she saw no immediate escape, 
she dismissed the subject from her mind, and unwisely 
took refuge in delay. I n  this manner "the great 
matter" for the present was allowed to sleep; and 
Mary owed her life to the parsimony of Elizabeth, 
and the avarice of the Scotti~h Regent? 

Killigrew not long after left Scotland, and on 
parting with him, Morton assured Leicester, in a, 

letter which this Ambassador carried with him, "that 
no stranger had ever departed from that country 
with greater liking and contentment of the pe~ple."~ 
He requested him at the same time, on his return to 
the English Court, to communicate with the Queen 
and Council, up<; some subjects of import, which 
required a speedy answer. These embraced the 
dangers to which the Protestant interest in Scotland 
was exposed from continental intrigue ; but to  the 
Regent's mortification, many months elapsed before 
any answer was received. At last, Walsingham, 
alarmed by the apathy of Elizabeth, and the continued 
practices of her enemies, endeavoured, in a letter of 

l MS. Letter, St. P. Off. Aberdeen. The Regent to Leicester, 
Aug. 16, 1574. 

MS. St. P. Off. Morton to Leicester, 16th Ailgust, 1574. 



free remonstrance, to rouse his nlistress to a, sense of 
her peril. He told- her, that 11e had recently 
received a despatch from the Scottish Regent, a.nd 
with it some intercepted papers of the Bishop of 
Ross, ~vhich required Ynstant consideration. They 
would convince her, he trusted, how utterly hollow 
were the promises of France and Spain, and to what 
imminent danger she was exposed from " unsound 
subjects a t  home." He  besought her deeply to  weigh 
the matter, and " set to" her hand for the protection 
of her realm : observed that, " Though the Cardinal of 
Lorrain were dead, he had left successors enough to 
execute his plots;" and conjured her to use expedition, 
before the hidden sparks of treason, now smoulderiiig 
within the realm, should break out into an unqnench- 
able fire. " For the love of God, madam," said he, 
" let not the case of your diseased estate hang longer 
in deliberation. Diseased estates are no inore cured 
by consultation ?without execution, than unsound 
bodies by mere conference with the physician; and 
you will perceive bp his letters, how much the Regent 
is aggrieved." l 

For a moment, these str,ong representations alarmed 
Elizabeth, and she talked of sending Killigrew or 
Raiidolph immediately into Scotland; but her reln- 

1 MS. Letter, Draft, St. P. Off. Walsiiigl~am to Elizabeth, 
January 15,1574-5. 

"1s. Letter, St. P. Off. Edward Cary to Walsingllam, 17th 
January, 1574-5. Also Orig. Draft, St. P. Off. TValsingham 
to the Queen, 20th March, 1574-5. I n  the midst of these anti- 
cipated troubles, died, ab his palace of Ilamilton, the Dolie of 
Chastelherault, better known by the name of tlic ltegcnt Arran, 
on the 22d January, 1574-5. 
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tions with France occasioned new delays. She had 
entered into an amicable correspondence with Cathe- 
rine de Medicis. The Duke D'Alenqon still warmly 
prosecuted his marriage suit ; and although the 
English Queen had not the slightest intentions of 
granting it, she, as usual, dallied and coquetted with 
the proposal. I n  the midst of all, Charles the Ninth 
died ; the Queen became engrossed with the specula- 
tions and uncertainties'which follow a new succession; 
and Morton, irritated by neglect, was driven by re- 
sentment and necessity to  cultivate the friendship of 
that party in Scotland which was devoted to France. 

This alienation was soon detected by Walsingham, 
who wrote in alarm to  Burghley, and on the suc- 
ceeding day to Elizabeth, adjuring her, "for the love 
of God, to arrest the impending mischief, and secure 
the Scottish amity, which of all others stood them a t  
that moment in greatest stead. Already," he said, 
"the Regent was conferring favours on the Hamiltons, 
who were entirely F ~ e n c h  ; already he was plotting 
to get the yocng King of Scots out of the hands of 
his Governor, Alexander Erskine ; Henry the Third, 
the new King of France, was well-known to be- 
devoted to the house of Guise ; and with such feelings, 
what was to be expected, but that the moment he 
had quieted the disturbances in his own realm, he 
would keenly embrace the cause of the Scottish 
Queen 2" 

l MS. Letter, Orig. Draft, St. P. Off. TValsingham to Burghley, 
11th April, 1575. Also St. P. Off. O,rig. Draft. TValsingham 
to Elizabeth, 12th April, 1575. 
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Elizabeth was at last roused, and gave orders for 
the despatch of Henry Killigrew into Scotland, 
accompanied by Mr Davison, afterwards the cele- 
brated Secretary, whom he was directed to  leave as 
English resident a t  the Scottish Court.' But before 
the Ambassador crossed the Border, an affray broke 
out, which threatened the most serious consequences, 
and arrested him at Berwick. At a Warden Court, 
held by Sir John Forster, Warden of the Middle 
Marches, and Sir John Carmichael, Keeper of Lid- 
desdale, a dispute arose which led to  high words 
between these two leaders; and their followers, 
taking fire, assaulted each other. The Scots a t  first 
were repulsed, but being joined by a body of their 
countrymen from Jedburgh, rallied, attacked, and 
totally routed the English. Sir John Heron, Keeper 
of Tynedale, was slain; whilst Sir John Forster, Sir 
Francis Russell, Sir Cuthbert Collingwood, Mr Ogle, 
Mr Fenwick, and about three' hundred men, were 
made prisoners, and carried by the Earl of Angus to  
the Regent at Dalkeith. Morton received them with 
much courtesy, dismissed the prisoners of inferior 
rank, and expressed, in a letter to Elizabeth, his 
readiness ;to afford redress: but he detained the 
Lord Warden; and when the Queen insisted that 
the Regent should meet Lord Huntingdon, the 
President of the North, in a personal conference in 
England, he peremptorily refused. Such a proceed- 
ing, he said, was beneath the dignity of the office he 

MS. St. P. Off. Orig. Instrnotion~l t o  Henry Killigrew, 27th 
&fay, 15'75. 
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held ; but he offered to send the Justice Clerk t o  
arrange a meeting in Scotland? 

On being informed of this, Elizabeth, ;ready chafed 
by the detention of her Warden, broke into one of 
those furious fits of passion which sometimes caused 
her highest councillors to tremble for their heads, and 
disagreeably reminded them of her father. I n  this 
frame she dictated a violent message to the Scottish 
Regent, which she commanded Killigrew to deliver 
without reserve or delay. She had seen, she said, 
certain demands made, on his part, by the Justice- 
clerk, and did not a little wonder at so strange and 
insolent a manner of dealing. He had already been 
guilty of a (foul fact in detaining her Warden, the 
Governor of one of the principal forts in her realm : 
he had committed a flagrant breach of treaty; and 
had she been inclined to  prosecute her just revenge, 
he should soon have learnt what it was for one of his 
base calling to offend one of her quality. And, 
whereas, continued she, he goeth about to excuse the 
detaining of our Warden, alleging that he feared he 
might revenge himself when his blood was roused for 
his kinsman's death,-such an excuse seemed to her, 
she must tell him, a scornful aggravation of his fault ; 
for she would have him to know, that neither Forster 
nor any other public officer or private subject of hers 
dared to offer such an outrage to her government, as, 
for private revenge, to break a public treaty. AS to 
the conference with Huntingdon, instead of receiving 

, MS. Relation of the Affair8 of Scotland from 1,566 to 1.579. 
TVarrender MS. Collections, \-01. B. fd.  208. 
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her offer with gratitude, he had treated it with con- 
tempt. He bad taken upon him to propose a place 
of meeting, four miles within Scotland ; an ambitious 
part in him, and savouring so much of an insolent 
desire of sovereignty, that shewould have scorned such 
a request had it come from the King his master, or 
the greatest Prince in Europe. To conclude, she in- 
formed him that, if he chose to confer with the Earl 
of Huntingdon a t  the Bond Rode: she was content; 
and he would do well to  remember that his prede- 
cessor the Regent Murray had not scrupled to  come 
to  York, and afterwards to  London, to  hold a consul- 
tation with her commis~ioners.~ 

This passionate invective I have given, as it is high- 
ly characteristic of the Queen; but Huntingdon and 
Killigrew deemed it proper to soften its expressions, 
in conveying the substance of it to  the Regent, whom 
they had no mind unnecessarily to  irritate.3 Even in 
its diluted state, however, i t  awed him into submis- 
sion. He  met the English President on the 16th of 
August at the appointed place, arranged all differ- 
ences, and not only dismissed his prisoners, but load- 
ed them with presents, and sent Carmichael up t'o 
England to ask pardon of Elizabeth. Amongst his 
gifts were some choice falcons ; upon which a saying 
rose amongst the Borderers, alluding to  the death of 

l The Bond Rode, or boundary road, a, place or road on the 
Marches near Berwick, common to both kingdoms. 

91s. Letter, St. P. Off. To Killigrew in Scotland. From 
the Queen. 

MS. Letter, St. P. Off. Killigrew to Leicester, 14th August, 
1575. 
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Sir John Heron, that for this once the Regent had 
lost by his bargain : H e  had given live hawks for 
dead Herons.' 

The quarrel having been adjusted, Killigrew pro- 
ceeded to Scotland. On his arrival there, he perceived 
everywhere indications of the same flourishing condi- 
tion in which he had lately left the country. Whilst 
the people seemed earnestly disposed to preserve the 
amity with England, all lamented the late accident 
on the Borders; and the ministers in their sermons 
prayed fervently for the continuance of the peace. 
As to  the Regent himself, the Ambassador found him 
still firm in his affection to  England, and in resisting 
the advances of France. Although not popular, 
generally, the vigour and success of his government 
were admitted even by his enemies: property and 
person were secure; and he gawe an example of this 
in his own conduct; for he never used a guard, and 
would pursue his diversions, walking abroad with his 
fishing-rod over his shoulder, or his' hawk on his 
wrist,2 almost alone, to  the wonder of many. The 
Borders, since the late disturbance, had been quiet; 
and so rapidly had the foreign commerce of the coun- 
try increased, that Killigrew reckoned it able to  raise 
twenty thousand mariners. 

Such was the favourable side of the picture ; but 

MS. Letter, St. P. Off. B.C. Huntingdon to Leicester, 14th 
August, 1575. Ibid. MS. Letter. Huntingdon to Sir T. Smith, 
1'7th August, 1575. Also MS. Letter, St. P. Off. The Regent 
to Walsingham, 20th September, 1.575. And Hume of Godscroft, 
vol. ii. p. 253. 

Plfurdin, p. 283. 
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there were some drawbacks to this prosperity, arising 
chiefly out of the feuds amongst the nobility, and 
the discontent of the clergy. , It was reported that 
Hamilton of Bothwellhaugh, who had shot the Regent 
Murray, and fled to the continent after the murder, 
was to  be brought home by the Lord of Arbroath. 
This nobleman waa second son of the late Duke of 
Chastelherault, and, owing to the insanity of Arran 
his elder brother, had become the chief leader of the 
Hamiltons. The idea of the return of his murderer, 
roused the friends of the late Regent to the highest 
pitch of resentment; and Douglas of Lochleven, his 
near kinsman, assembling a force of twelve hundred 
men, vowed deadly vengeance against both the as- 
sassin and Arbroath his chief. The Earls of Argyle, 
Athol, Buchan, and Mar, with Lords Lindsay and 
Ruthven, espoused the quarrel ofLochleven; Arbroath, 
on the other hand, would be supported, it was said, 
by all the friends of France and the Queen; whilst 
Morton in vain endeavoured to bring both parties 
to  respect the laws. Arbroath, too, meditated a 
a marriage with the Lady Buccleugh, sister to 
the Earl of Angus, the Regent's nephew and heir; 
and when Morton appeared to countenance the match, 
a clamour arose amongst the young King's friends that 
he showed an utter disregard to the safety of his sove- 
reign. Was'not the Duke, they said, failing the Icing, 
the next heir to the throne ? was not Arran his eldest 
son mad ? and did not the right of the royal succes- 
sion devolve on Arbroath Had the Regent forgotten 
the ambitionof the House of Hamilton, and Arbroath'a 
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familiarity with blood ? and would he strengthen the 
hands of such a man by a marriage in his own family ? 
If  ao, he need not look for the support of any faithful 
subject who tendered the young King's preservati0n.l 

To these were added other causes of disquiet and 
difficulty. Morton was no longer popular with the 
citizens of Edinburgh ; nor, indeed, could he reckon 
upon the support of any of the middle or lower classes 
in the state. Hie exactions had completely disgusted 
the merchants of the capital. He had imprisoned the 
most opulent amongst them, and this caused so great 
an outcry that many scrupled not to say, that, if he 
did not speedily change his measures the same 
burghers' hands which had put him up, would as 
surely pull him down again. To all these causes 
of discontent, must be added his quarrel with the 
Kirk, and the soreness arising out of his recent 
establishment of Episcopacy. This had given mortal 
offence to some of the leading ministers, who consi- 
dered the appointment of Bishops, Abbots, and other 
Catholic dignitaries to be an unchristian and hetero- 
dox practice, utterly at variance with the great prin-' 
ciples of their Reformation. They arraigned, and 
with justice, as far as regarded the Regent, the selfish 
and venal feelings which had led to the preservation 
of this alleged relic of Popery. It was evident, they 
said, that avarice, and not religion, was a t  the root 
of the whole. The nobles and the laity had already 
seized a large portion of the Churoh lands, and their 
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