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FOR some time after this, Elizabeth's policy towards 
Scotlaild was of that vacillating and contradictorykind 
which estranged her friends, and gave confidence to  
her opponents. She had been early warned by Sir 
ltobert Bowes, then resident at  Berwick, of the great 
strength of the confederacy a t  the head of which 
Lennox had placed himself, and that soon no efforts 
would avail against it.' " Such had been," he said, 
"the success of the French intrigues, that Scotland 
was running headlong the French course ;"%nd that 
everything tended to the ovel.throw of religion,-by 
which we must lunderstand hiin as nleaning the Pres- 

1 MS. Letter, St. P. Off. 27th June, 1680, Bowes to Wnl.. 
singliam. Also, 1st Sept., 1580, Tvalsinghanl to Bowes. Also, ~ t l l  
Sel~t., 1680, Bowes to T\ralsingliam ; and 18th Sept., 1580, 7iTal- 
singlianl to Bowes. Orig. Draft. 
' 1118. I,etter, St. P. Of .  n o ~ t s  to 7iT\'nlsinglia~n, lot11 Aug., 
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byterian party in that conntry. " Still," he added, 
all was not irrecoverable, if the Queen would dis- 

miss her parsimony, and take the true way to  secure 
friends." But Elizabeth was deaf to these remon- 
strances. She alternately flattered, remonstrated, 
and threatenecl; but she resolutely refused to  "go 
to any charges ;" and the effects of her indecision and 
neglect were soon apparent.' 

Lennox grew daily more formidable. As he was 
supported by the favour of the Icing, and the coun- 
tenance and money of France, he drew into his party 
the most powerful of the nobility. His possessions 
and landed property were already great. Favour 
after favour was bestowed. Himself, or his friends 
and retainers, held some of the strongest castles in 
Scotland ; and not long after this, Walsingham, who 
was anxiously watching his power, heard, with dis- 
may, from Bowes, that Dumbarton, one of the most 
iinportant keys of the kingdom, was to be delivered 
to  the favourite." 

This last determination incensed Elizabeth to the 
highest pitch. She had for some time been engaged 
in a secret correspondence with the captain of the 
castle, the noted Cunningham of Drumquhassel, who 
had promised to retain it a t  her devotion ; and on the 

MS. Letters, St. P. Off. Draft, Walsingllam to Bowes, 31st 
Aug., l580 ; and same to same, 10th Aug., 1580. Also, Orig. 
Draft, Elizabeth to Morton, 22d June, 1580; and Bowes to Wal- 
singl~am, 9th July, 1580. Also, Orig. Draft, Walsingllanl to 
Dowes, 1st June, 1580. 

2 198. Letter, St. P. Of?'. Ro~rcs to Tvalsiagl~nni ant1 hl-gli- 

l ~ y ,  Aug. 31, 1330. 
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first intimation that it was to  be placed in the hands 
of Lennox, she ordered Sir Robert Bowes to  ride 
post from Berwick into Scotland, with a fiery mes- 
sage, to be delivered to  the Scottish Council. The 
imperious and unscrupulous temper of the Queen was 
strongly marked in his instructions. I f  he found the 
fortress (for so its great strength entitled it to be 
called) undelivered, he was to remonstrate loudly 
against its being surrendered to  one who, whatever 
mask the Pope alIowed him to  wear, was in his heart 
an enemy t o  the Gbspel. I f  it was too late, and the 
castle already given up, he was instantly to  confer 
with Morton how so fatal a step could be remedied : 
"Either (to quote the words of the instructions) by 
laying violent hands on the Duke and his principal 
associates, in case no other more temperate course 
can be found, or by some other way that by him 
might be thought meet."* 

Bowes hurried on to  Edinburgh ; met with Mor- 
ton, whom he found still bold, and ready to  engage 
in any attack upon his rival ; and had already given 
him " some comfort to  prick him on"-meaning, no 
doubt, an advance in money, when new letters arrived 
from the Queen. A single day had revived her par- 
simony,and cooIed her resentment : i t  would be better, 
ahe thought, to  try persuasion first, and forbear ad- 
vising force, or any promise of assistance. None 
could answer' for the consequences of a civil war. 

Orig. Draft, St. P. Off. Walsingha~ii to Bowes, Aug. 30, 
1550. Endorsed hy TVnlsin,qham's hand, " My letter to Mr 
Bowes." 
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They might seize the young King, carry him to 
Dumbarton, and thence transport him to France.' 

Bowes was directed, at  the same time, to alarm 
James' fears, for a second time, on the subject of the 
succession,-to assure him, in great secrecy, that if he 
continued obstinately to prefer D'Aubipy's persua- 
sions to the counsels of his mistress, his right would 
be cut off by an act of Parliament, and the title to 
the English throne established in the person of 
a n ~ t h e r . ~  This threat, however, had been so often 
repeated, that it produced not the slightest effect; 
and Elizabeth soon after recalled her Ambassador, 
commanding him, before he left the Scottish Court, to 
upbraid the King with his ingratitude. His farewell 
interview was a stormy one. " His royal mistress," 
he said, "was bitterly mortified t'o find that this was 
all the return for her care of James ever since his 
cradle. She had little expected to be treated with 
contempt, and to see promoted to credit and honour 
the very man against whom she had expressed so 
much suspicion and dislike ; but hereafter, he might 
find what it was to  prefer a Duke of Lennox before 
a Queen of Eng la~d . "~  

This retirement of Bowes greatly strengthened 
D'Aubigny. The young King became more attached 
to the intereats of France : he entered into communi- 
cation with his mother, the imprisoned Queen; tlnd 

' MS. St. P. Off. Walsingham to Bowe~, 1st Sept., 1580. 
St. P. Off. Copy. Walsi~l~ham to Bowes, 10th %pt., 1580. 
Orig. Draft, St. P. Off. JVnlsinghnm to 'Bowes, '7th Oct., 

l5SO.  
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whilst the courts of Romp, Paris, ancl Madrid, united 
their endeavours to procure her liberty, Lennox per- 
suaded James to second their efforts, and to over- 
whelm their opponents by a mighty stroke. This was 
the destruction of Morton, the bitterest enemy of the 
Scottish Queen, and whose recent intrigues with the 
English Anlbassador had shown that, although his 
power was diminished, his will to work their ruin 
was as active as before. Their plot against him, 
which had been in preparation for some time, was 
now ripe for execution, and it was determined to 
arraign him as guilty of the murder of Darnley. 
That he had been an active agent in the conspiracy 
against that unhappy Prince, was certain and that 
Archibald Douglas, another powerful member of the 
house of Douglas, had been personally present a t  the 
murder was well known: but this could be said of 
others who had escaped prosecution; and as to 
Moston, although shorn of much of his power and 
lnstre, he was still so dreaded that no one, for many 
years, had dared to whisper an accusation against 
him. The arrival of Lennox, however, had changed 
the - scene ; and this new favourite of his Sovei-eign 
was now risen to,such a height of power, that, find- 
ing the late Regent intriguing with Elizabeth against 
him, he determined to pull down and destroy his 
enemy a t  once. 

For thispurpose many things then assisted. J9or- 
ton had quarrelled with the Kirk, and lost the confi- 
dence of its ministers ; he was hated by the people 
for his nvnricc 2nd aercrc c ~ ~ c t i o n s  dnring his 



~~egency; aiid 11is steady adherence to England had 
made him odious to the friends of the imprisoned 
Queen, and the party of France. Lennox, therefore, 
had every hope of success ; and to effect his purpose, 
he employed a man well calculated to cope with such 
an antagonist. This was James Stewart, Captain of 
the Royal Guard, and second son of Lord Ochiltree, 
who had already risen into great favour with the 
King, atnd was afterwards destined to act a noted 
part in the history of the country. Stewart had re- 
ceived a learned education ; and from the principles 
of his father, and his near connexion with Knox, 
who had married his sister; was probably destined 
for the Church. But his daring and ambitious char- 
acter threw him into acti1.e life : he embraced the 
profession of arms, served as a soldier of fortune in 
the wars of France and Sweden, visited Russia, and 
afterwards returned to his own country, where he 
soon won the confidence of the young King and the 
Duke of Lennox, by his noble presence and elegant 
accomplishments. Beneath these lighter attractions, 
however, he concealed a mind utterly reskless and 
licentious in its principles, confident and courageous 
to excess, intolerant of the opinions of other men, 
and uilscrupulous as to the means he adopted to raise 
himself into power. 

To this man, then only beginning to develop these 
qualities, was committed the bold task of arraigning 
Morton ; and to obtain complete proof of his guilt, 
it was arranged that Sir James Ralfour, who was 
believed to have in his possession the honcl for Darll- 
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ley's murder, and who was himself a principal assassin, 
should come secretly from France, and exhibit this 
paper with Morton's signature attached to it. 

In  this last scene of his life, the ex-Regent exhibited 
the hereditary pride and courage of the house of Dou- 
glas. He had been warned of the danger he incurred, 
and the storm which was about to burst over his 
head, two days before, when hunting with the King. 
But he derided it ; and on the last of December, the 
day on which he fell into the toils, took his place, as 
usual, at the Council table, where the King presided. 
After some unimportant business, the usher suddeilly 
entered and declared that Captain James Stewart 
was at the door, and earnestly craved an audience. 
The request was immediately granted ; and Stewart 
advancing to the table, fell on his knees, and instantly 
accused Morton of the King's murder. " My duty 
to your Highness," said he, addressing the King, "hams 
brought me here to reveal a wickedness that has 
been too long obscured. It was that man (pointing 
to the Earl) now sitting at this table, a place he is 
unworthy to occupy, that conspired your royal father's 
death. Let him be committed for trial, and I shall 
make good my words."' 

Amidst the amazement and confusion occasioned 
by this sudden and bold impeachment, the only per- 
son unmoved was Morton himself. Rising from his 
seat, he cast a momentalry and disdainful glance upon 

MS. Letter, St. P. Off. Bowes to TValsing11am ancl B~urgli- 
Icy, Jan. 1, 1580-l. 
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his accuser, and then firmly regarding the King, I 
know not," he said, " by whom this informer has been 
set on, and i t  were easy for one of my rank to  refuse 
all reply to so mean a person ; but I stand upon my 
innocence-I fear no trial. The rigour with which 
I have, prosecuted all suspected of that murder is well 
known ; and when I have cleared myself, it will be 
for your Majesty to determine what they deserve who 
have sent this perjured tool of theirs to  accuse me !" 
These bitter terms Stewart threw back upon the 
Earl with equal contempt and acrimony. " It is false, 
utterly false," he replied, " that any one has instiga- 
ted me to make this accusation. A horror for the 
crime, and zeal for the safety of my Sovereign, have 
been my only counsellors; and as to his pretended 
zeal against the guilty, let me ask him, where has he 
placed Archibald Douglas his cousin ? That most 
infamous of men, who was an a,ctor in the tragedy, 
is now a Sena,tor, promoted to  the highest seat of 
justice, and suffered to  pollute that tribunal before 
which he ought to have been arraigned as the mur- 
derer of his Prince." l 

This scene had begun calmly; but as these last 
words were uttered, Stewart had sprung upon his 
feet, and Morton laid his hand upon his sword, when 
Lords Lindsay and Cathcart threw themselves be- 
tween them, and prevented a personal encounter? 
The King then commanded both to be removed ; and, 

Spottiswood, p. 310. 
Harleian, 6999, fols. 3, 4, 5. Bowes to Walsinghanl, Jan. 7, 

Berwick, 1580-1. 



after a brief consnltation, the Jnsticc-clerk, who sat 
at the Council table, having declared that, on a cllarge 
of treason, the accused must instantly be warded, 
Morton was-first shut up in the palace, and after one 
day's interval, committed to the castle of Edinburgh. 
Even there, however, he was not deemed secure from 
a rescue; and his enemies were not contented till 
they had lodged him within the strong fortress of 
Dumbarton, of which Lennox, his great enemy, was 
governor? 

On the same day that the ex-Regent was com- 
mitted, the Council ordered his cousin, Archibald 
Douglas, to  be seized; and Hume of Manderston, 
with a party of horse, rode furiously all night to his 
castle of Morham : but Douglas had escaped, a few 
hours before, across the English Border, having re- 
ceived warning from his friend the Laird of Long 
Niddry, who rode two horses to death in bringing 
him the news.2 Lennox and his faction, however, 
had made sure of their principal victim ; and all was 
now headlong haste to hurry on his trial, and have 
the tragedy completed, before any interruption could 
be made, or any succour arrive. Yet-this was not 
easily accomplished. The story of his seizure had 
effectually roused Elizabeth. Randolph was de- 
spatched on the spur of the moment, to carry a vio- 
lent remonstrance to  the King ; and Lord Hunsdon, 

1 Calderwood, MS. Hist. Brit. MW. Ayscough, sub anno 1581, 
fol. 1115. Also, MS. Letter, St. P. Oft: Walsingham to Ran- 
dolph, 25th January, 1580-1. 

"1s. Calderwood, sub anno 1581, fu1. 11 16. 
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ller cousin, a proud and fiery soldier, received orders 
to raise the power of the north, and lead an army 
into Scotland.' 

But the envoy, on his arrival a t  Ed inb~rgh ,~  found 
it more difficult to raise a party for the delivery of 
Morton than he had anticipated. Matters were there 
in so violent a state, and the English alliance so un- 
~opular ,  that he dreaded as~a~ssination ; and prayed 
Walsingham, who had addressed him as an envoy, 
to vouchsafe him the name of an ambassador, if i t  
were merely for protection, a,nd to save him from 
personal violence." On sounding the dispositions of 
t l e  leading men, they appeared coldly affected. The 
Earl of Angus, indeed, Morton's nearest kinsman, 
was ready to peril all in the effort to save him ; hut 
he stood alone. The rest of the nobles were either 
banded with Lennox, or held themselves aloof, till 
Hunsdon's soldiers should be seen crossing, and not 
threatening to cross the Border, and till Randolph 
had begun to pay them in better coin than promises. 
They had been so often deceived by the artful diplo- 
macy of the English Queen ; she had already so fre- 
quently incited them to take arms, under a promise 
of assistance, and left them, when it was too late to 
retreat ; that they were full of distrust and suspicion. 
Nor was the audience with the young Icing in any 

' NIP. Letter, Pt. P. Off. ~ralsingl~am to Randolph, 8th Jan., 
1 .;SO-1. 

' Jan. 18, 1580-1. 
MS. St. P. Off. Rnndolpt~ to Walsinghan~, Jan. 22, 1680-1, 

Sunday. IIe arrived in Edinburgl~ on Wednesday the 18th Jan., 
1 .i80-I. 



82 IIISTORY OF SCOTLAND. 1580-1. 

way more encouraging. James had been irritated 
on Randolph's first arrival, by his refusal to have 
any intercourse with his favourite Lennox;' and 
when the envoy attempted to  justify himself, and 
offered to prove, by the production of an intercepted 
letter, that he was an agent of Rome and the house 
of Guise, and carried on a secret intelligence with 
the enemies of both kingdoms, the monarch answered 
with much spirit, that Lennox was an honourable 
nobleman, his own near kinsman, and that the accu- 
sation was perfectly false. He  had come from mo- 
tives of affection to visit him ; and as for the inter- 
cepted letter he spoke of, from the Bishop of Glasgow 
to  the Pope, if any such existed, it was either a 
forgery, or a de'sign of that prelate for Lennox7s 
ruin. " The Bishop's character," said James, " is 
well known ; he is my declared traitor and rebel ; a 
favourer and kinsman of the Hamiltons, the mortal 
foes of the house of Lennox ; and no one ~ ~ o u l d  be 
more likely than Beaton to think his labour well 
bestowed, if, by his letters and intrigues, he might 
cause me to  suspect and discard my kinsman, who 
h a s  embraced the true religion, and is zealous for my 
honour and interest. On this head," he added, " the 
Duke is anxious for the fullest investigation, and 
will refuse no manner of trial to justify himself from 
so false a slander ; and as to the trial of Morton, (he 
concluded,) my good sister cannot be .more solicitous 
on that head than I myself. But what would she 

1 MS. St. P. Off. Randolph to Walsingham, 22d Jan., 1.580-1, 
Edinburgh, Sunday. 
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have ? Can she complain, that a man accused, in my 
own presence, of the murder of my father, has been 
imprisoned till the evidence be collected against him ; 
or is it reasonable to be angry because the day of 
trial is not fixed, when she is aware that Arcl~ibald 
Douglas, a principal witness, has fled into England, 
and that till the Queen of England delivers him up, 
Morton cannot possibly be arraigned ?l 

To all this Randolph had little to reply ; and every 
day convinced him more deeply than the preceding, 
that Morton's fate was sealed. Elizabeth, indeed, 
had at first talked proudly and authoritatively of her 
determination to save him; and her ministers and 
soldiers borrowed her tone. Walsingham declared 
to Randolph, that if a hair of Morton's head were 
touched, it would cost the Queen of Scots her life.2 
Hunsdon addressed to the same Ambassador a blus- 
tering epistle, anticipating his speedy invasion of 
Scotland, and full of threats against the "petty fel- 
lows" who were about the King of S ~ o t s . ~  Leicester, 
whose opinion ought to have had still greater weight, 
expressed himself in ominous and warning words: 
alluding to the dreadful fate of Darnley, " Let that 
young King take 'heed," said he. " If  he prove 
unthankful to his faithful servants so soon, he cannot 
long tarry in that soil. Let the speed of his prede- 
cessors be his warningw4 Bowes declared, that if 

l MS. St. P. Off. The King of Scots and his Council's Answer 
to  Mr Raadolph, 7th Feb., 1,580-1. 
' MS. St. P. Off. Valsingham to Randolph, 9th Feb., 1580-1. 

MS. St. P. Off. Hunsdon to Randolph, 3d Feb., 1580-1. 
?t4S. St. P. Off. Leicester to Rmdolpli, 15th Feb., 1580-1. 
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Lennos were permitted to  triumph, and Morton to 
fall, the quarrel would be no longer about the trifles 
of the Borders, but the right to  the crown; in which 
Scotland would be assisted by France and Spain, and 
fortified by a large party within England? And 
the wise Burghley, in his "Directions" to Ilandolph, 
urged the necessity of immediate action to save Scot- 
land from the domination of a concealed Papist-so he 
described Lennox-who, whatever he might pretend 
to  the contrary, had been permitted by the Court of 
Rome to dissemble his religion.? . 

But this energy was short-lived, and spent itself 
in words. Hunsdon, after all his threats, protracted 
his levies ; not an English soldier crossed the Border ; 
and no decided support or supplies of money could 
be extracted from the calltion and parsimony of the 
English Queen; whilst on the part of Lennox and 
his adherents, all was vigour and warlike prepara- 
tion. The whole force of the realm was summoned 
to  be in readiness to resist the English aimy. Bands 
of " waged soldiers'-so termed to  distinguish them 
from the feudal militia of the country, who served 
without pay-were enlisted, and added to  the ordi- 
nary guard about the Icing's person ; and the three 
Estates assembled to vote supplies for the exigencies 
of the expected war with England. 

Before this Parliament Randolph appeared and 

1 MS. St. P. Off. Bowes to Leicester, 14th March, 1580-1, 
Berwick. 

2 318. St. P. Off. Directions sent to 11s- Randolph, wholly in 
Burglrley's hand, l 7th Feb., 1350-1. 
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made his last great effort to  bring about the deliver- 
ance of Morton, and overthrow the power of Lennox, 
by open negotiation and remonstrance. He  spoke 
for two hours: insisted with much earnestness on 
the benefits to be derived from the friendship of his 
royal mistress ; described, in glowing terms, the dan- 
gers to be apprehended from Lennox, whom he de- 
nounced as an agent of France and Rome ; and pro- 
duced an intercepted letter from the Bishop of Ross, 
to prove his allegations. All these exertions, how- 
ever, came too late, and were utterly unsuccessful, 
Lennox denied the charge, and demanded the fullest 
investigation. The Parliament promised forty thou- 
sand pounds to support ' the preparations aga,inst 
England ; daily rumours of war, and whisperings of 
the intrigues and conspiracies which were fomented 
by the English diplomatist, agitated and inflamed the 
country ; and at last, as Randolph himself described 
it, " Every day bred a new disorder ; rnen began to be 
stirring in all parts ; the Ambassador grew odious, his 
death suspected, and the Court in a manner desperate." l 

These suspicions of conspiracies were not without 
foundation ; for, from the moment of his arrival;. 
Randolph had kept in his eye the third article in his 
instructions, which was, to raise a faction against 
Lennox, and employ force, either in seizing his per- 
son, or putting him to death in some open attack, if 
more coriciliatory measures failed.2 It was hoped 

MS. St. P. Off. Mr Rnndolph's Xegotistion in Scotland. 
MS. Instructions to Mr Randolph, Jan. 6, 1580-1. Also, 

lfetnorial for Secret Objects. Caligula, C. ri. 104-106. 
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that in this way the party in the interest of England 
might secure the person of the young King, and re- 
move from him those obnoxious ministers who per- 
suaded him to  throw himself into the arms of France, 
and to seek the  liberty of the imprisoned Queen. 
The great advocates for this plan were Sir Robert 
Bowes, Lord Hnnsdon, Lord Huntingdon, and the 
Earl of Angus ; but they differed somewhat as to  the 
best mode of proceeding. Bowes seemed to have 
the least scruples as to employingforce, for the sepa- 
rating James from his favourite. I n  a letter to  
Walsingham or Bu~ghley,' written shortly after Ran- 
dolph's arrival, he informed his coi~espondent, that 
the Scottish nobles were drawing to an association; 
and that, amid the pageants with which the King 
and Lennox were then recreating the Court, " a  
strange masque might be, perhaps, seen a t  Holyrood," 
which wonld check the triumph of the farourite. 
Hunsdon, whose fiery temper on no occasion brooked 
much delay, recommended martial measures; and 
assured the English secretary, that Lennox must 
look for his dismissal t e  France, or to  " something 
worse."' Huntingdon, a nobleman of the highest 
honour in these clark times, " assured Randolph, that 
any attempt to restore English ascendancy by nego- 
tiation would be fruitless ; that open war must be 
deprecated ; and that to get out of their difficulties 

1 The address is lost. MS. Brit. Mus. Caligula, C. vi. fol. 113. 
Bowes to -, 7th February, 1580-1, Berwick. 

"Iarleian, 6999, fol. 203. Hunsdon to TValsingham, 6th Feb., 
1580-1. 
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by ' murder' would be worst of all : but, he added, 
that he could see no objection to  another method, 
which had been already resorted to with success, and 

- that more than once, in Scottish history. Why may 
not some of the nobility, assisted by England, say to 
the King,-' Your Grace is young ; you cannot judge 
for yourself, and must be rescued from this French 
stranger, who abuses your confidence ;' and then," he 
added, " if Lennox resisted and took arms, let them 
unarm him if they can, and let our royal mistress 
assist them."' 

Amidst these various and conflicting opinions, Ran- 
dolph laboured busily, and with the ardour of a man 
in his native element ; so that at  last a band or asso- 
ciation was "packed up," to use the common phrase of 
the times, amongst the nobles ; and Rowes informed 
Leicester of the intentions of the conspirators, in a 
letter which shows, when taken in connexion with a 
communication addressed the day after by Walsing- 
ham to  Lord Hunsdon, that the design of the noblex 
was to  seize the person of the King; and secure, or 
perhaps murder, Lennox. " Albeit," said Bowes, 
"the levy of the forces newly assembled in Edin- 
burgh and elsewhere, and the planting them about 
the King, to guard his person against suspected 
surprise or violence, doth greatly threaten the stay 
or defeat of the purposes intended, whereof I know 
your Lordship is advertised ; yet I am in good hope, 
that, if any opportunity be found, the parties asso- 

l MS. Letter, St. P. Off, 13untingdon to Rnndolph, 218t March, 
1580-1. 
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ciatc will, with good courage, attempt the matter." 
To this, Elizabeth, who knew and directed all, re- 
plied, that she would hear of no violence being offered 
to  the King's person ; but as for D'Aubigny, she could 
be 'content he were surprised, provided it could be 
executed when he was found separated from his 
young master.' The extent of violence or bloodshed 
sanctioned under this word, " surprised," cannot be 
precisely fixed ; but to  those who knew the character 
of the Scottish nobles of those days, aiid none knew 
i t  better than the English Queen, it conveyed, no 
doubt, ail emphatic meaning. 

The 'conspirators thus encouraged, completed their 
arrangements. They succeeded i11 corrupting some 
of the royal household; by their connivance, forged 
keys for the King's private apartments were made ; 
and they thus hoped to enter tlie palace, seize the 
young monarch; put Lennox, Argyle, aiid I\fontrose 
to  death, and send James to England.2 Rut Leanos, 
~vllen on the'very point of being cut off, was saved 
by an uncspected discovery ; and Morton, when his 
prison began to  be cheered by the n:ar prospect of 
escape, found himself more hopelessly situated than 
before. The chief actors in the association for his 
rescue were the Earls of Angus and Mar. With 
Angus, Randolph had arranged all in nightly meet- 
ings, ,, held sometimes in the fields, sometimes at Dal- 

1 MS. Letter, St. P. Off. 14th March, 1580-1. Bowes to Lei- 
ccfiter. Also, MS. Brit. Mus., EIarleian, 6099, fol. 479. Orig. 
Draft, Walsiilgliam to Honsdon, 15th  arch, 1580-1. 

&IS. Harleian, copy of the time. Ranclolph to Hunsdon, 
3Iarch 20, 1580-1. 



1580-1. J A ~ I E S  VI. 89 

keith. The Laird of Whittingham, a Douglas, and 
brother to the noted Archibald Douglas, was a prin- 
cipal conspirator, and intrusted with their most secret 
intentions ; and four confidential servants of Morton, 
named Fleck, or Affleck, Nesbit, Reid, and Jerdan, 
were principal agents in the plot, and knew all i ts  
ramifications. Lord Hunsdon, who had a high ad- 
lniration of Angus, was, as we have seen, deeply 
imilicated : his forces vr7ere in readiness to advance 
from Berwick into Scotland, and he only waited for 
the signal which was to be the news of the King's 
seizure ; when Lennos, receiving some hint which 
awakened his suspicion, seized Douglas of Whitting- 
ham, threatened him with the rack, and obtained a 
revelation of the whole. Morton7s servants, Fleck, 
Nesbit, Reid, and Jerdan, were instantly arrested 
and put to the torture. Angus was banished beyond 
Spey ; Randolph, whose intrigues were laid bare, fled 
precipitately to  Berwick, after having been nearly 
slain by a shot fired into his study ; l and Elizabeth, 
disgusted by the treachery of Whittingham, and the 
utter failure of the plot against Lennox, commanded 
Hnnsdon to dismiss his forces, recalled Randolph, 
ancl abandoned Morton to his fate. 

This, it was now evident, could not be long averted. 
His enemies were powerful and clamorous against 
him. Captain James Stewart, the accuser of the ex- 

' &IS. St. P. Off. Randolph to Walsingham, 25th March, 
1580. Randolph affects to " snspend" his judgment of the truth 
of all this confession of Whittingham till further trial. There seems 
to be little doubt that he  knew all the particullars of the plot prc- 
rious to the confession, and bore a principal part in arranging it. 
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R,egent, had openly declared, if they by whom he had 
been urged to  this daring enterprise, did not make 
an end of the old tyrant, he would soon make an 
end of them.' The confession of Whittingham, and 
of Iforton's confidential servants, had furnished his 
enemies with evidence sufficient to bring him to  the 
scaffold ;2 and although Angus, Ra,ndolph, and Huns- 
don still continued their plots, it was found impossi- 
ble to carry them into execution. One by one the 
various Earls and Barons, whose assistance had been 
bought by Elizabeth, dropped off, and made their peace 
with the stronger party ;3 till a t  last Morton wa,s left 
alone, ancl nothing remained to be done but to sacri- 
fice the victim. . 

For this purpose, Sterna,& his accuser, and Rlon- 
trose, were coinmissioned to bring him from Dum- 
barton to the capital. I n  those dark d a ~ s  many 
prophetic wa,rnings hung over ancient houses; and 
among the rest, was one which predicted that the 
bloody hea,rt, the emblem of the lionse of Douglas, 
would fall by Arran. This saying Morton affected 
to  despise ; for the Earl of Arran was deacl, ancl the 
Hamiltons, his enemies, in whose family this title 
was hereditary, were now banished and broken men. 
But Stewart, his implacable foe, had recently pro- 
cured from the King the gift of the vacant earldom, 

1 3IS. St. P. Off. 11th Jan., 1580-1, 130n7es to Lord Burghlcy 
and Sir Fr. VTalsingham. 

2 318. St. P. Off. Randolph to Tl'dsingham, 25tl1 Blarcll, 
1581. 

MS. I-Iarleinn, 6999, fol. 527. Randolp11 to Hunsdon, Edin- 
burgh, 23d D1arc11, 1380-1. 
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though the news of his promotion had never reached 
the captive8 in his prison a t  Dumbarton. When 
Morton, therefore, read the name of Arran in the 
commission, he started, exclaiming, " Arran ! who is 
that?  the Earl of Arran is dead." "Not so," said 
the attendant; "that title is now held by Captain 
3ames Stewart." "And is it so?" said he-the 
prediction flashing across his memory. " Then, in- 
cleed, all is oyer ; and I know what I must look for."' 

Yet, although hopeless as  to the result, nothing 
could be more calm or undaunted than the temper 
in which he met it. During his long imprisonment, 
he had expressed contrition for his sinful courses ; 
deplored the many crimes into which ambition and 
the insatiable love of power had plunged him; and 
sought for rest in the consolations of religion, and the 
constailt study of the Holy Scriptures. At the same 
time, his preparations for the worst had not prevented 
him from taking as active a part against his enemies 
as his captivity w o ~ ~ l d  allow. 

H e  was brought to trial on the first of June, five 
months after his arrest ; and such was still either the 
lingering dread of his power, or the terror of some 
attempt at  rescue,. that the whole town was in arms. 
Two companies of soldiers were placed a t  the Cross, 
two bands above the Tolbooth; whilst the citizens 
armed also, and with another body of troops filled 
the principal street, for the purpose of conducting him 
from his lodging to the Tolbooth, where the trial took 
place. His indictment contained twelve head8 of 

Spottkwood, p. 313. 



9 2 IIISTORY OF SCOTLAND. 158,l. 

accusation, or "dittny;" but the paper has not been 
preserved ; and this is the less material, as the pro- 
ceedings had scarcely begun, when a letter from the 
Icing was presented, commanding the Jury to confine 
their attention solely to the most important charge, 
his accession to the murder of the late King, his 
father. On this point, absolute and direct proof 
might not have been easily procured ; for it turned 
out that Sir James Balfour either did not possess, or 
mould not produce, the bond for Darnley's murder. 
But Morton's own defence supplied this defect ; for 
although he denied that he had ever procured, or given 
his consent to the death of Darnley, he distinctly 
admitted that he knew the murder was to be com- 
mitted, and had concealed i t ;  upon which confession 
the Jury found him guilty. 

The terms in which their sentence was embodied 
mere the same as those still employed in Scotland. 
It declared him " convicted of counsel, concealing, 
and being art alnd part of the King's murder." And 
upon hearing these last words read aloud, the*Earl, 
who had maintained the greatest calmness and tem- 
per during the trial, became deeply agitated. Art 
and part !" said he, with great vehemence, and strik- 
ing the table repeatedly with a little baton or staff 
which he usually carried. "Art and part! God 
knoweth the contrary." It is evident that he drew 
the distinction between an active contrivance and 
approval, and a passive knowledge and concealment 
of the plot for Darnley's assassination. 

On the morning of the day on whicli he suffered, 
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some of the leading ministers of the Kirk, with whom 
he had been much a t  variance on the subject of 
Episcopacy, breakfasted with him in the prison, and 
a long and interesting conference took place, of which 
the particulars have been preserved, in a narrative 
drawn up by those who were present.' I t  is difficult 
for any one who reads this account, and who is 
acquainted with the dark and horrid crimes which 
stained the life of Morton, not to be painfully struck 
with the disproportion between his expressions of 
contrition, and his certain anticipations of immediate 
glory and felicity. The compunction for his many 
crimes-murder, tyranny, avarice, cruelty, lust, and 
all the sins which were the ministers of his exorbi- 
tant ambition and pride-is so slight, that we feel 
perplexed as to the sincerity of a repentance wlrich: 
seems to sit so easily. He  speaks of the murder of 
Riccio, or as he terms it, " the slaughter of Davie," 
in which he acted so prominent a pa'rt, without an 
expression of regret ; and appears to have lost almost 
every recollection of his former life, in his prospect 
of instant admission into the society of the blessed. 
Yet all may have been, nay, let us hope all was sin- 
cere ; and whilst.it is vain to speculate upon a state 
of mind known only to Him who sees the heart, 
allowance must be made for the character of an 
age familiar with blood; for the peculiar, and 
almost ultra-Calvinistic, theology of the divines 
who ministered to  him in his last moments; and 
the possibility of inaccuracy in the narrative itself, 

Bail~iatyne's Memorials, Bannatyne Club Edition, p. 317. 
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which was not read over to him before his death. 
I n  speaking of the assassination of the King, he dis- 
tinctly repeated his admissions made a t  the trial; 
affirming that he, in common with many others, knew 
that Darnley was to  be cut off, but did not dare to 
forewarn him ; and adding, that the Queen was the 
contriver of the whole plot. 

These conferences took place on the day in which 
he suffered ; and his friends amongst the clergy had 
scarcely left him, when his keeper entered his room, 
and desired him to  come forth to the scaffold. He  
appeared surprised, and observed, that having been 
so much troubled that day with worldly matters, he 

. had hoped that one night at  least would have been 
allowed him to have advised ripely with his God. 
" But, my Lord," said the keeper, "they will not 
wait, and all things are ready." " If .it be so," 
answered he, " I praise God I am ready also ;" and, 
after a short prayer, he passed down to  the gate of 
the palace to  go to the scaffold. Here another in- 
terruption took place ; for Arran, his mortal enemy, 
was waiting on the steps, and requested. him to  tarry 
till his confession, which had been made to the min- 
isters, had been written down, and brought to  him 
for his signature. But this reimmersion into worldly 
affairs he entreated to  be spared. " Bethink you, 
my Lord," said he, "that I have far other things 
now to  advise upon. I am about to die: I must 
prepare for my God. Ask me not to write now; 
all these good men (pointing to the ministers) can 
testify what I have spoken in that matter." With 
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