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ALL was now joy and exultation with the Ruthven 
lords, and the ministers of the Kirk, who cordially 
embraced their cause. Mr John  Durie, who had 
been banished fi-om his pulpit in the capital, warns 
brought back in processional triumph. As he entered 
the town, a crowd of nearly two thousand people 
walked before him bareheaded, singing 'the 1.24th 
Psalm ; and, amid the shouts of the citizens, con- 
ducted him to  the High Church. It was observed 
that  Lennox, from a window, looked down in anger, 
but showed no disposition to  contest the field with 
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his enemies; and next day, accompanied by Lord 
Maxwell, Fernyhirst, and others of his friends, he 
left the city, and took the road to Dalkeith. This, 
however, was only to blind his opponents; for he 
soon wheeled off in an opposite direction, and, with 
eighty horse, galloped to Dumbarton.' 

Meanwhile, Gowrie and his associates carried all 
with a bold hand. They had already compelled the 
King to issue a Proclamation, in which he declared 
that he was a free monarch, and preferred to re- 
main for the present a t  Stirling : both assertions 
being well known to be false. They now committed 
Arran to a stricter ward, summoned a Convention of 
the nobility for an early day, required the Kirk to 
send Commissioners to  this Assembly, promised to 
hear and remove its complaints, and gave a cordial 
welcome to Sir George Carey and Sir Robert Rowes, 
the English Ambassadors, who had now arrived at 
Stirling.' 

At this audience Carey delivered a gracious mes- 
sage from his royal mistress ; but when he dluded 
to the dangerous practices of Lennox, and charged 
him with meditating an alteration in religion, and 
the overthrow of the King's estate and person, James 

' MS. Letter, St. P. Off. Arc1lil)ald Douglas to Randolph, 
12th Sept., 1582. Calderwood, MS. Hist., fol. 1213. 

"alderwood, 31s. I-list., Ayscough, 4736, fol. 121 1-12. Ibid. 
fol. 1213. Carey had audience on the 12th &pt., 31s. Letter, 
St. P. Office, 14th Sept., 1582, Carey to Elizabeth. Endorsed 
by himself-" Copy of  my letter to the Queen's Majesty." Bowes 
was at Berwick on the loth, and at Stirling on the 14th sI , t . ,  
Bonres' Letter-Roolr. 



1582. JAMES VI. 133 

could not conceal his passion and disgust. H e  

warmly vindicated his favourite : affirmed that  no- 
thing had been done by Leilnox alone, but with advice 
of the Council ; and declared his utter disbelief that  
ally treason could be proved against him.' Eliza- 
beth and Walsingham, however, trusted that  this 
mould not be so difficult; for they had lately seized 
and examined two persons, who managed the secret 
corresponde~lce which the imprisoiled Queen of Scots 
had recently carried on ~vit l l  Lennox, her son, and 
the Court of France. These were, George Douglas 
of Lochleveiz, the same who had assisted the Queen 
ill her escape; and the noted Archibald Douglas, 
cousin t o  the late Regent hlorton, who had remain- 
ed in exile in England since the  execution of his 
relative and the triumph of Lennox. 

This Archibald, a daring and unprincipled man, hacl 
been a principal agent in the murder of Danlley, and 
had played, since that  time, a double gan~eliniEng- 
land. H e  had become reconciled to  Lennox, and wax 
trusted, in their coilfidential measures, by Mary and 
the  French Court ; whilst he had ingratiated him- 
self with Elizabeth, JValsingham, and Randolph, t s  
whom he unscrupulously betrayed the int'rigues of 
their opponents. 011 the late fall of Arran, the  
mortal enemy of the house of Douglas, he had writ- 
ten an exulting leiter to  Randolph,%nd had begun 
his preparations for his return to  his native country, 

l Calderwood, MS. Ilist., fol. 121 3. 
MS. Letter, St. P. Off. Arohibald Donglas to Randolpl?, 

12th September, 1582. 
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when he was seized, by the orders of the English 
Queen, his house and papers ransacked, and his 
person committed to the custody of Henry Killi- 
grew, who, by no means, relished the charge of the 
"old Fox," as he styled him, in his letter to Wal- 
aingham? 

From the revelations of these two persons much 
was expected; and George Douglas confessed that he 
had carried on a correspondence between Mary and 
her son, in which she had consented to "demit" the 
crown in his favour, on the condition of being associ- 
ated with him in the government, and that her friends 
in France consented to  recognise him as King. It 
was evident, also, that a constant communication had 
been kept up between Lennox, the captive Queen, 
and the Bishop of Glasgow, her ambassador at the 
French court; but it would have required much in- 
genuity to construe this into treason on the pal% of 
Lennox, and the examinations of Archibald Douglas 
gave no colour to the accusation. Arran, indeed, who 
was still a prisoner at Ruthveiz, offered to purchase 
his freedom by discovering enough to cost Lennox 
his head;' but the Lords would not trust him, and 
preferred relying on their own exertion6 to m danger- 
ous an alliance. 

I n  these efforts they derived the most active assis- 
tance from the ministers of the Kirk, who, on first 

1 MS. Letter, St. P. Off. Henry Killigrew to TValsingl~a~n, 
1'7th September, 1582. 

MS. Letter, St. P. Off. Arehibald Douglas to Randolph, 12th 
&pt., 1582. 
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hearing of the enterprise at, Ruthven, despatched Mr 
James Lawson, and Mr John Davison, to have a 
preliminary conference with Gowrie and his associates 
at Stirling;' and, a few days after, sent a more solemn 
deputation, including Andrew Melvil and Thomas 
Smeton, to explain to the Privy-council the griefs 
and abuses of which the Kirk demanded redre~s .~  At 
this meeting, the causes which had led to the late 
revolution were fully debated; and a band, or coveaant, 
was drawn up, declaring the purposes for which it  
had been undertaken, and calling upon all who loved 
their country, and the true religion, to subscribe it, and 
unite in their defence. Two days after this, Lennox, 
from his retreat at Dumbarton, publi~hed an indignant 
denial of theaccusations brought against him; inwhich 
he demanded a fair trial before the three Estateg, 
and declared his readiness to suffer any punishment, 
if found g ~ i l t y . ~  He alluded, in this, to the King's 
captivity; and retorted against the Ruthven lords 
the charge of treason : but the associates fulminated 
a counter declaration ; repelled this as an unfounded 
calumny, and insisted, that to say the King W ~ I S  de- 
tained against hiw will, was a manifest lie, the contrary 
being known to a'll men.4 What shall we say or 
think of the Kirk, when we find its ministers lending 
their countena~lce and assent to an assertion which 
they must have k i low~~ to be utterly false? 

~ n ' t h e  midst of these commotions which followed 

On the 15th sept., 1582. $18. Calderwood, fol. 1227. 
Ibid. 
MS. Crclclexwood, fol. 122.5. h i d .  
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the Raid of Ruthven, occurred the death of Buchai~an, 
a mar1 justly entitled to the epithet great, if the true 
criteria of such a character are originality of genius, 
and the impression left by it upon his age. His 
intellect, naturally fearless and inquisitive, caught an 
early ailcl eager hold of the principles of the Reforina- 
Zion; and having gone abroad, and fallen into the toils 
of the inquisition, persecution completed what nature 
had begun. I11 politics he was a republican; and his 
famous treatise " De Jure Regiii apud Scotos," was 
the first work which boldly and eloquently advocated 
those principles of popular liberty, then alnlost new, 
and now so familiar to Europe. I n  religion he was 
a t  first a leveller, and with the keen and vindictive 
temper which distinguished him, exertecl every effort 
t o  ovei.tlirow the Roman Catholic Church; but, in liis 
later years, when the struggle took place between 
Episcopacy and Presbyterianisn~, liis sentiinents be- 
came inore moderate or indifferent; and latterly lie 
took no part in those busy intrigues of the Kirk ancl 
its supporters, which terminated in the Raid of Ruth- 
veil. Of his poetical works, so varied in style and so 
.excellent in execution, it is difficult to speak too 
highly; for seldom did s finer and more impassioned 
vein of poetry flow through a Latinity that, without 
servile imitation, approached so near to the ~ u ~ u s t a i  
age. I11 his history of his native couiltry he is great, 
but unequal: his was not the age of severe and criti- 
cal investigation; the school in which he studied was 
that of Livy and the historians of ancient Rome, in 
which individuality and truth is often lost in the 
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breadth and generality of its pictures. But in their 
excellencies, he has equalled and sometimes surpassed 
them. The calm flow of his narrative, his lucid ar- 
rangement, the strong sense, originality, and depth of 
his reflections, and the ease and vigour of his unshackled 
style, need not dread a comparison with the best au- 
thors of the ancient world. The point where he fails 
is that where they too are weakest-the cardinal virtue 
of truth. . I t  is melancholy to find so much fable em- 
balmed and made attractive in his earlier annals; and 
when he descends later, and writes as a contemporary, 
it is easy to detect that party spirit and unhappy 
obliquity of vision, which distorts or will not see the 
truth. I11 an interesting letter quoted by the best of 
his biographers,' and written iiot long before his death, 
he tells his friend, that having reached his seventy- 
fifth year, and struck upon that rock beyond which 
nothing remains for man but labour and sorrow, it  
was his only care to remove out of the world with as 
little noise as possible. With this view he abstracted 
himself from all public business; left the Court at 
Stirling, and retired to Edinburgh; where, on the 28th 
September, 1582, his wishes were almost too literally 
fulfilled : for amid the tumult and agitation which 
succeeded the Raid of Ruthven, his death took place 
in his 76th year, nnnoticed, unrecorded, and acconi- 
panied by such destitution, that he left not enough to 
defray his funeral. He was buried at the public 
expense in the cemetery of the Grey Friars : but his 

1 Irvjng's Life of Buclanan, p. 2-73. 
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country gave him no monument; and at this day the 
spot is unknowil where rest the ashes of one of the 
greatest of her sons.' 

Soon after the death of Buchanan, the General 
Assembly met at Edinburgh on the 9th October ; and 
the noblemen who had engaged in the enterprise a t  
Ruthven, having laid before this great ecclesiastical 
Council their "Declaration" of the grounds on which 
they acted, received, to their satisfaction, the cordial 
approval of the Kirk. Nor was this all: the Assembly 
issned their orders, that every minister throughout 
the kingdom should justify the action, and explain to 
his congregation the imminent perils from which it  
had delivered religion, the Commonwealth, and the 
King's person; and not satisfieci even with this, it 
determined to institute a rigid prosecution of all 
persons who presumed to express a different opinion." 
But although thus resolute in the support of the Ruth- 
ven confederates, as far as concerned their seizure of 
the King, the ininisters severely rebuked the same 
noblemen for the profligacy of their lives, and their 
sacrilegioux appropriation of the ecclesiastical reve- 
nues. Dayison the minister of Libberton, in his 
conference with Gowrie and his friends, called loudly 
on them to begin their reformation of the Cominon- 
wealth with s thorough reform of their sinful and 

1 I ~ i n g ' s  Life of Buchanan, p. 309. There appears to have 
been placed over his grave a common flat stone or head stone, wit11 
some inscription; but this, from neglect, was in process of years 
covered up by weeds ancl soil, and the spot where it once mns is 
not now known. 

MS. Calderwood, fol. 1232, 3, 4 ; also fol. 1236. 
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abominablk conversation, polluted as it was by swear- 
ing, lust, and oppression; and to show the sincerity 
of their repentance by resigning the teinds into the 
hands of their true owners;' whilst Craig, in preach- 
ing before the Court, drew tears from the eyes of the 
young monarch by the seyerity of his r e b ~ k e . ~  

About this time Sir Robert Bowes, the English 
Ambassador at Edinburgh, having learnt that the 
celebrated casket,which contained the disputed letters 
of Mary to Bothwell, had come, in the late troubles, 
into the possession of the Earl of-Gowrie, commnni- 
cated the intelligence to Elizabeth. By her anxious 
and repeated orders he exerted himself to obtain it ; 
but without success. Gowrie at first equivocated, 
and was unwilling to admit the fact; but when Bowes 
convinced him that he had certain proof of it, he 
changed his ground, alleging that such precious papers 
could not be delivered to ~l izabbth without the specid 
directions of the King. This wss absurd, for James 
a t  this moment was a mere cipher; but the leader 
in the late revolution did not choose to part with 
paperswhich, inhis busy and intriguing career, he might 
one day turn to his ad~antage.~ Gowrie's is the last 
hand into which we can trace thege famous letters, 
which have since totally disappeared. 

MS. Calderwood, fol. 1227'. 
Ibid. fol. 1228. 

3 The letters of Bowes, upm this subject, are preserved in his 
original Letter-Book, now before me, and kindly communicated by 
Xir Cuthbert Sharpe. Very full extracts from then1 were printed 
by Robertson, in his last edition, from copies sent him by Birch, 
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The situation of James was now pitiable and de- 
grading. He  hated the faction who had possession 
of his person; but terror for his life compelled him to 
dissemble, and convinced him, that to gain delay and 
throw his enemies off their guard by appearing re- 
conciled to the dismissal of Lennox, was the surest 
step to a recovery of his liberty. The most anxious 
vish of his heart was to see the Duke restored to 
his former power; but to betray this now, would, he 
thought, be to bring his favourite into more imminent 
peril; whilst if he allowed him to retire for a short 
season to France, he might not only escape ruin, but 
return with renewed influence and power. There 
were some friends of Lennox, on the other hand, who 
exhorted him strongly to  attack his enemies, and 
assufed him that every day spent in inactivity, added 
strength to their position and weakened his own ; 
whereas if he boldly faced the danger, they were 
ready to assemble a force sufficient to overwhelm 
Gowrie, and rescue the king. These so far prevailed, 
that on one of the dark nights of December,' it was 
resolved to attack the Palace of Holyrood, massacre 
the Ruthven lords, and carry off the King; but the 
ministers, and Sir George Bowes the English Am- 
bassador, sounded the alarm; a strong watch was 
kept; and although Fernyhirst, Maxwell, Sir John 
Seton, and other barons, were known to have joined 
Lennox, and parties of horsemen were seen hovering 
all night round the city, the enterprise, from some 

1 On the 4th December, 1582. 



1582. JAMES VI. . 141. 

unknown cause was abandoned, and the I'hgremained 
a prisoner.' 

This failure was a triumph to the opposite faction, 
who lost no time in following up the advantage. A 
letter was sent to the Duke, to which the King had 
been compelled to put his name, charging him with 
disturbing the goverinment,and recklessly endangering 
the safety of the royal person ; whilst a Herald m-as 
despatched to command him, in the name of the 
Council, instantly to leave the country upon pain of 
treaso~l.~ This order, after many vain pretexts 
and fruitless delays, he at last obeyed ; ha~riiig first 
sent a passionate remonstrance to his royal master, 
against the cruelty and injustice with which he had 
been treated.3 On his road to London, (for he had 
obtained permission to pass through England into 
France,) he encountered two ambassadors who were 
posting to the Scottish Court: La Motte, who carried 
a message from the King of France; and Davison, 
who was commissioned by Elizabeth to examine the 
state of parties in Scotland and coijperate with 
Rowes in strengthening the Ruthven faction. It 

MS. Calderwood, fol. 1244,1245; also MS. Letter, Sir George 
Bowes to Walsingham, 6th December, 1582, which gives an in- 
teresting account of the intended attempt. I t  was proposed to slay 
the Earl of Mar, the Abbot of Dunfermline, the Prior of Blantyre, 
and Mr John Colvile. Bowes' Letter-Book. 

"S. Letter, Sir G e o r p  Bomes to Walsingham, 9th Derem- 
ber, 1582. Bowes' Letter-Book. 

MS. Letter, St. P. Off. Endorsed-by Cecil, "From the Duke 
of Lennox to the Scottish King: from Dumbarton, 16th December," 
1582. 
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was the anxious desire of the English Queen that no 
communication should take place between La  Motte 
and the Duke, as she had received secret information 
that thisFrenchman came to promote the great scheme 
of an " association " between Mary and her son, by 
which she was nominally to be joined with him in the 
government, whilst he was to retain the title of King.' 
I t  was believed, also, that he was empowered t o  
propose a marriage between the young King and a 
daughter of France; and to strengthen the Catholic 
party by promises of speedy support. Walsingham, 
therefore, threw every delay in the way of the French 
Ambassador; and he acted so successfully, that La  
Motte found all his purposes counteracted. He  was 
eager to hurry into Scotland before Lennox had left 
i t ;  but matters were so managed, that they only met 
on the road; and here, too, Davison, who had received 
his lesson, took care that their conference sllould be 
of the briefest description.' Lennox then passed 011 

t o  London, and the French and English Ambassadors 
held their way for Scotland. 

Meanwhile, the Ruthven lords, with theirallies the 
ministers of. the Kirk, were now much elated by the 
triumph over Lennox; and Bowes, in a letter to  
Walsingham, assured the Secretary, that Elizabeth 
might have them all a t  her devotion if she would but 

1 M8.St.P. Off. Jan. 20,1582-3,"Article presentee par laMotte." 
"lS. Letter, St. P. Off. Dayison to Bnrghle~, 3d January, 

1582. Also MS. Letter, St. P. Off. Sir W. Rlildmay to  Wal- 
singham, 29th December, 1582. Also MS. Letter, St. P. Off. 
Bn1-ghley or Walsingham to Mr Bowes, 4th January, 1582-3. 
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advance the money iiecessary for their contentment 
and the support of the King.' They selected Mr 
JohnColvile, who had acted a principal part in the late 
revolution, to proceed as ambassador to the English 
Queen. He came nominally from the King of Scots, 
but really from them, and brought letters to Walsing- 
ham from Gowrie, Mar, the Prior of Blantyre, and 
the Abbot of Dunfermline, the great leaders of that 
party. On his arrival a t  Court, he found there 
his old antagonist the Duke of Lennox, who had 
brought a letter and a message to  Elizabeth from the 
King of Scots. This princess had, at  first, refused 
to see him under any circumstances ; but afterwards 
admitted him to a private interview, in which, to  use 
the homely but expressive phrase of Calderwood the 
historian of the Kirk, " she rattled him up,"2 address- 
ing to him, a t  first, many cutting speeches on his 
misgovernment; to which the Duke replied with so 
much gentleness and good sense, that she softened 
down before they parted and dismissed him courte- 
0us1y.~ 

During Lennox's brief residence in London, Secre- 
tary Walsingham exerted the utmost efforts to dis- 
cover his real sentiments on religion ; as the ministers 
of the Kirk insistedthat,notwithstanding his professed 

MS. Letter, St. P. Off. Bowes to Walsingham, about the 18th 
December, 1582. 

The interview took place on Monday, 14th January, 1582-3. 
MS. Calderwood, fol. I 250. 

"S. Letter, St. P. Off. - (Fowler, I think) to Walsing- 
ham, January, 1 5 8 2 4 .  
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conversion, he continued a Roman Catholic a t  heart; 
and that the whole principles of his government had 
been, and would continue to beyhostile toEngland. I t  
is curious to observe by what low devices, andwith what 
complete success, the English Secretary became pos- 
sessed of Lennox's most secret feelings and opinions. 
There wasat theEnglish Court one Mr WilliamFowler, 
a gentleman of Scottish extraction, and apparently 
connected with the Duke, who admitted him into 
his secret confidence. Fowler, a t  the same time, 
had insinuated himself into the good graces of Mau- 
vissiere, the resident French Ambassador a t  the Court 
of Elizabeth ; and, by pretending a devoted attach- 
ment to French interests and the cause of the captive 
Queen of Scots, he had become acquainted with much 
of the intentions and iiztriglles of Mary and her friends. 
This man was a spy of Walsingham's ; and his letters 
to this statesman, detailing his secret conversations 
with Lennox and Mauvissiere, have been preserved. 
The picture which they present is striking. I n  their 
first interview, Lennox showed much satisfaction. 
" Your mother's house," said he to Fowler, "was the 
first I entered, in coming to Scotland, and the last I 
quitted, in leaving the country." The Duke then told 
him that the French Ambassador was not in London, 
but had been sent for suddenly to Court. This was a 
trick, he added, to prevent a meeting between him 
and Mauvissiere ; and he heard, also, that the Queen 
of England would not see him; but, in truth, he had 
little to say to her, except to complain of the conduct 
of her ambassador in Scotland. At this moment their 



conference was broken off by some of the co~utiers, 
who appeared dissatisfied that they should talk to- 
gether; and the Master of Lisingston, who was in the 
confidence of Lennox and his friends, joined the party. 
Fowler, upon this, took Livingston aside, and express- 
ed his astonishment that the Duke should have lefi 
Scotland when he conld muster so strong s party 
against his enemies. Livingston replied, that Lennox 
knew both his own strength and the King's good will; 
but that hehad been forced to leave Scotland, "because 
the King mistrusted very much his own life :~nd safety; 
having been sharply threatened by the lords, that,, if he 
did not cause the Duke to depart, he should not be the 
longest liver of them all."' Arran,it appeared, had also 
written to James, assuring him that t,he only s n r e t ~  
for his life was to send Lcnnox out of Scotland; and 
I~omler, in his secret meetings with &Iauvissierc the 
French Ambassadol; had the address to elicit fron~ 
him, and communicate to Walsingharn, the intended 
policy of France. La  Motte Fenelon had been sent, 
he said, to renew the old league with Scotland; to 
offer sncconr to  the young King, if he foun(f- him in 
captivity, and a guard for the security of his person; 
to promise pensions to the principal noblemen in 
Scotland, as they had in Cardinal Beaton's time: and, 
if possible, to advise a marriage with Spain. As to 
dames's religions sentiments, Lennox had assured 
Jfauvissiere that the young King was so constant to 
the reformed faith, that he :voulcl lose his life rather 

Fowler t o  Walsinghan~, Jan. 5, 1382-3. MS. rietter, St. 
i'. Off. Fon-lcr uscd n mnrk, or cip!ter, for hi.; name. 
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than forsake it; and when the ambassador asked t l ~ e  
Duke whetherhe, too, was a Huguenot, he declared that 
he professed the same faith as his royal master.' 

At  the same time that he thus fathomed the schemes 
of Lennox and the French Court, Walsingham had 
secured and corrupted another agent of the captive 
Queen, who, on the discovery of fiis practices with 
Mary and the English Catholics, had, as we have 
above seen, been thrown into prison by Elizabeth. This 
was the iioteci Archibald Douglas, a man of consider- 
able ability and restless intrigue. It had been pro- 
posed by Lennox to bring Douglas back to Scotland, 
and employ his power and talents against the English 
faction and the Kirk; but the young King had shrunk 
from receiving a man stained with his father's blood: 
and the prisoner, anxioils for his freedom, was ready 
to purchase i t  by betraying the secrets of his royal 
mistress; and now plotted against her with the same 
activity which he had exerted in her behalf.2 W e  
shall soon perceive the success of this base scheme, 
and its fatal influence upon the fate of Mary. 

I n  the meantime, Elizabeth gave an audience to 
Colvile the Ambassador of Gowrie and the Kirk, and 
assured him of her entire approval of their spirited 
proceedings against Lennox. She cautioned him, in 
strong terms, against French intrigues; observing, that 
though the King promised fair, yet, as the recent 
conspiracy for seizing his person plainly showed, 

1 Fowler to Walsingl~am, 19t,h January' 1582-3. Also same 
(as I think) to Walsingham, January, 1582-3. 

S St. P. Off. - to Walsingham, January, 1582-3. 
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((Satanas non dormit ;" and she concluded by a general 
assurance of support, and a promise to restore Archi- 
bald Douglas to his na.tive country, as soon as he had 
cleared himself from the accusations against him in 
England.' Scotland, during these transactions, must 
have been in a state of extraordinary excitement : it 
was a busy stirring stage,upon which the young King, 
the ministers of the Icirk, the French Ambassador, 
and Gowrie, with the rest of the Ruthven lords, acted 
their different parts with the utmost zeal and 
act-ivity. James, whom necessity had made an adept 
in political hypocrisy, or, as he sometimes styled it, 
King-craft, pretended to  be completely reconciled to 
the departure of Lennos, and said nothing against 
theviolent conduct of his opponents; whilst he secretly 
plotted for the recall of his favourite, and anticipated 
the rno~nent when he should resume his liberty, and 
take an ample revenge upon his enemies. The min- 
isters, on their side, deemed the season too precious 
t o  be neglected; they had expelled the man whomthey 
considered the emissary of Antichrist, the young 
King's person was in the hands of their friends, and 
they determined that he should remain so. 

Such being the state of things, the arrival of 
Monsieur de Menainville the French Ambassador, and 
his request to  have a speedy audience of the King, 
aroused them to instant action. From the pulpits 
resounded the notes of warning and alarm : France 
was, depicted as the stronghold of idolatry; the 

1 St. P. Off., 18th Jan., 1582-3. Her Majesty's Answer to PlIr 
Colvile's Negotintion. 
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French Iiiiig pointed out as tlie Tiger who glutted 
himself with the blood of God's people; it became 
amongst themamatter of seriousdebate whether it were 
l iwf~l l  to receive any ambassador from an idolator; 
and when the more violent could not carry their 
wishes, and it was decided that, "in matters politick," 
such a messenger ~rmight be permittea to enter the 
kingdom, a Cornillittee was appointed to wait upon 
the young King, and read him a solemn lesson of 
admonition.' In  this interview James behaved with 
spirit, and proved a match in theological and political 
controversy for the divines who came to instruct him. 
These %-ere, Pont, Lawaon, Lindsay, and Davison; 
and, on entering the royal cabinet, thcy found Gowrie, 
the Jnstice-clerk, and otheis of the Council, with the 
King,who tha8nked them for their advice, but observed 
that he was bound by the law of natioiis to use conr- 
tcsp to all ambassadors. Should an envoy come from 
the Fopc, or erell from the Turk, still lie must receive 
him. This La~vson stoutly controverted; but the 
King not only inaintainecl his point, but took occasion 
to blame tlie abuse with which this minister had ns- 
sailed the French monarch. "As for that," said they, 
"the priests speak nrorse of your Grace in Fmncc, than 
we of the King of France in Sc~tland."-'~ And must 
ye imitate them in evil?" retorted Jaines.--" Not in 
evil," was their answer, "but in liberty. I t  is as 
fair for 11s to speak the truth boldly, as they boldly 
speak lees ;2 and if we were silcnt, the chronicles 

1 BIS. C:~lilerwood, pp. 1247, 1251, i<:clusirc, h i t .  Jlua. 
2 $' 1,cer "-lies. 



~vould speak and reprove it."-" Chronicles," said 
James, " ye write not histories, when ye preach." 
Upon which Davison whispered in Lawson's ear, 
that preachers had more authority to declare the 
trut'h in preaching, than any historiographer in the 
world. Gowrie then observed, that as hasty a rid- 
dance as might be, should be got of the French Am- 
bassadors; and the ministers took their leave, but 
Davison lingered for a moment behind his brethren, 
craved a private word in the King's ear, and remon- 
strated sotto vocc against his profane custom of 

. swearing in the course of his argument. " Sir," said 
he, "I thought good to advertise you, but not before 
the rest, that ye swore and took God's name in vain 
too often in your speeches." James was nowise dis- 
pleased with this honest frcedoin ; but, accompany- 
ing the reverend. monitor to the door of the Cabinet, 
put his hand lovingly upon his shoulder, expressed 
his thanks for the reproof, and, above all, lauded hinv 
for the unusually quiet manner in which it had been 
administered.' 

No such reserve or delicacy, however, was shotvn 
by the ministers to the French Ambassadors; and 
Monsieur de Menainville-a man of great spirit- 
was compelled to vindicate their privileges in his first 
public audience. It had been debated by the Kirk, 
with a reference to their arrival, whether private 
masses should be permitted under any circumstances; 
and aware of this, he had scarcely risen from kiasing 

Ms. Caldern-ood, fol. 1250, 1252. 



the King's hand, when he put on his cap, and boldly 
claimed the ~rivileges which belonged to his office. 
" I am come," said he, " from the most Christian 
King of France, my Sovereign, to offer all aid to the 
establishment of quietness; and being an Ambassa- 
dor, and not a subject, I crave to be treated as such; 
and as I have food allotted for my body, so do I 
require to  be allowed the food of my soul,-I mean 
the Mass; ~vllich if it is denied me, I may not stay 
and suffer a Christian Prince's authority and embassy 
to  be violated in my person."' This spirited address 
made much noise a t  the time; and drew from Mr 
J ames Lawson, on the succeeding Sabbath, a coun- 
terblast of defiance, in which, seizing the opportunity 
of elucidating the nlission of the King of Babylon, 
he "pointed out the French ambassage," and de- 
nounced Mons. de Menainville as the counterpart of 
the blasphemous and ra'iling Rabshakeh. Nor 
this all : the indignation of the Kirk was roused to 
a still higher pitch, when the King commanded the 
magistrates of the capital to give (as hacl been usual in 
such cases) a farewell banquet to De laMotte Fenelon. 
This Ambassador now proposed to return to France, 
leaving his colleague, Monsieur de Menainville, to  
watch over the interests of that kingdom in Scotland; 
and nothing could equal the abuse ancl opprobrious 
,t%rms which were employed, to convince men of the 
horror of such a proposal. Even the sacred ern* 

ment of the Cross, which La  Motte, who w;ts a 

I JIS. CaIder~~*ood, fol, l a.;n: 



Knight of the Order of " Saint Esprit," wore upon 
his mantle, was described as the badge of Antichrist; 
and when the influence of the ministers  as found 
insufficient to stay the feast, a solcmn fast was pro- 
claimed for the same day, to  co~ltin~ie s s  long as the 
alleged profane entertainment was enacting. At 
this moment, the scene presented by the capitd was 
extraordinary. On one side the King and his cour- 
tiers indulging in mirth and festive carousal ; whilst, 
on the other, was heard the thunder of the Rirk, and 
its ministers " crying out all evil, slanderous, and in- 
jurious words that could be spoken against France ;" 
and threatening with anathema and excommunica- 
tion the citizens who had dared to countenance the 
unhallowed feast ." 

Meanwhile the Icing became every day more m7ear;y 
of his captive condition; and secretly favoured the 
efforts of De Mensinville, who remained in ScotIand, 
and spared neither money nor promises in drawing 
together a faction against Gowrie and his associates. 
I t ,  v a s  necessary, however, to act slo~vly and with 
great caution, for the keen eyes of Bowes and Davi- 
son, Elizabeth's agents a t  the Scottish Court, early 
detected these intrigues. Walsingham, too, was in- 
formed of the frequent comm~lnicatioils which took 
place between the captive Queen and her son ; and 
his spies and agents on the continent sent him, almost 
daily, information of the correspondence of the Eng- 
lish refugees and foreign Catholics with their friends 

1 Spottiswood, p. 324. IIistorie of James the %xt, pp. 196,197. 
MS. Calderwood, p. 1253. 
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